From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:21:42  2000 
Date:  Tue,  28  Dec  1999  17:50:30  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.001 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  NativeNews,  Nat-Film,  KOLA, 
Innu-L,  Triballaw  & Minn-Ind  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:alt. native;  UUCP  email 
http://www.billingsgazette.com/ 

http: //www. azcentral . com/ news/ r eid/ s heephe rd ing. shtml 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/0912hunting. shtml 
http : //www. azcentral . com/ news/1212off icer killed . shtml 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"I  was  hostile  to  the  white  man... We  preferred  hunting  to  a life  of 
idleness  on  our  reservations.  At  times  we  did  not  get  enough  to  eat 

and  we  were  not  allowed  to  hunt.  All  we  wanted  was  peace  and  to  be 

let  alone.  Soldiers  came... in  the  winter.. and  destroyed  our  villages. 
Then  Long  Hair  (Custer)  came... They  said  we  massacred  him,  but  he 
would  have  done  the  same  to  us.  Our  first  impulse  was  to  escape... 
but  we  were  so  hemmed  in  we  had  to  fight.  After  that  I lived  in  peace, 

but  the  government  would  not  let  me  alone.  I was  not  allowed  to  remain 

quiet.  I was  tired  of  fighting. . .They  tried  to  confine  me.. and  a soldier 
ran  his  bayonet  into  me.  I have  spoken. 

Crazy  Horse,  Lakota 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

I to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
t borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

! Choctaw  Confederacies,  ! 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  i 

I so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


[ Dourney 

j The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Christmas  has  come  and  gone,  as  has  the  winter  solstice.  Neither  is  some 
magic  demarcation  that  diminishes  need  among  our  relatives  who  are  homeless, 
without  shelter  or  clothing,  or  hungry.  Please  don't  turn  your  back  to 
those  in  need. 

I know  Clay  Watson  has  a load  ready  to  go,  but  the  truck  needs  gas  and 
repairs...  and  as  generous  as  Clay  is  with  his  time,  he  still  has  to  fuel 
his  truck  and  his  body. 


Carmeen  has  homes  available  now,  ready  to  take  to  Pine  Ridgej  but  they 


cannot  move  one  inch  until  the  transportation  and  setup  charges  (which  are 
minimal)  are  paid. 

Adopt  A Grandparent  has  NOT  run  out  of  elders  who  need  someone  to  care 
about  and  for  them.  Adopt  A Grandparent,  unfortunately,  has  come  up  short 
on  those  willing  to  write  and  provide  some  assistance  for  these  precious 
elders . 

In  no  way  am  I telling  anyone  what  to  do.  I am,  however,  telling  you 
there  are  still  great  needs,  and  there  exists  many  ways  for  you  to 
strengthen  your  own  journey  with  a giveaway. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

CRITICAL  UPDATE 

I wanted  to  thank  you  again  for  posting  the  info  about  the  mobile  homes... 
two  are  being  taken  up  this  morning,  and  we're  not  sure,  cause  of  the 
weather  what  is  next,  but  Carmeen  is  still  receiving  donated  homes. 
Unfortunately,  the  one  trucker  who  was  hauling  at  a reduced  rate  went  to 
Texas  for  the  winter  so  the  best  rate  we  can  get  now  is  835  for  a 12'  wide 
or  under.  The  larger  ones  require  pilot  car  services  and  will  cost  us  more 
( like  about  1200) 

But  any  donation  towards  this  will  be  very  much  appreciated. 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Flermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8052 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

**  URGENT  NOTE:  Bonnie,  who  has  given  all  for  her  people,  is  in  need  of 
a kidney  transplant,  and  medical  assistance  until  a transplant  is  possible 


Donations  for  her  kidney  emergency  may  be  sent  to  this  same  address. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Date:  Thu,  16  Dec  1999  06:34:42  -0600 
From:  "Avalon  Bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : donations 

gary 

i work  with  a small,  non  profit  org.,  the  trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc. 
in  far  west  texas  --  we've  collected  almost  a quarter  of  a ton  of  good, 
clean,  used  clothing,  sent  off  a lot  of  it,  but  still  need  addresses  for 
where  the  people  have  the  greatest  need 

let's  network/work  together  ! 

i'll  see  what  i can  do  about  a 'blanket  drive'  and  if  you  have  specific 
addresses,  please  let  me  know 

one  of  our  elders  has  started  a 'school  supply'  donation  drive  in  elementary 
schools  in  west  texas  to  get  kids  in  each  grade  to  donate  extras,  e.g.  first 
graders  collect  pencils,  second  grade  paper,  third  grade  art  supplies,  etc. 

if  you  want  to  know  more  about  who  'we'  are,  read  the  tprc  website  below 

also,  if  you  have  names  of  prisoners,  i'd  take  time  to  write  a couple 

achitu . 


avalon  aka  brings  together  woman 

http://tprc.freeservers.com 
http: //p rad er-wi Hi -opt ions . 8m . com 
http: //one -earth -one -people . 8m . com 

"The  Indian  world  was  devoted  to  living;  the  European  world  to  getting. 
Historian,  1764 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A.  gars@crl.com 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643  gars@wolf star . com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Funeral  Cost  Appeal 

- Chipa  Wolf  Injured  while 
Working  with  Bear 

- Big  Mountain  Petitions 
and  Packets  Available 

- Fiber  Optic  and  Tobacco 
News  in  Navajo  Country 

- Indian  Sites  Fall  Victim 
to  Cable  Race 

- Last  Comanche  Code  Talker  Honored 

- Choctaw  Nation  Receives 
Telemedicine  Grant 

- Government  Ordered  to 
Fix  Indian  Trusts 

- Dudge  Decides  He'll 
Oversee  Indian  Trust  Accounts 

- Puyallups  to  Repay 
U.S.  $4.5  Million 

- Squaxin  Island  Tribe 
Sees  Profit  in  Cigarettes 

- Success  of  Many 
Studies  on  Vaccines 


- Navajo  May  be  Part  of 
Grand  Canyon  Development 

- Brazil  Natives 

Struggle  to  Keep  Identities 

- Sitting  Bull's  Death 

- Forestry  in  lames  Bay 
Unconstitutional 

- Wilma  Mankiller 

- Navajo  Sheepherding 

- Predator  Hunting 
Contests  Banned 

- Washita 

- Navajo  Rangers  Combat 
Illegal  Dumps 

- Father  and  Son 
Facing  Death  Penalty 

- Write-in  Peltier  in  2000 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Monument  Valley 

- Poem:  Communion/Communication 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


- Not  Enough  Medicine  Men 


- Upcoming  Events 


"RE : Funeral  Cost  Appeal"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Dec  1999  17:04:09  PST 

From:  "willie  Wallace"  <granmonta@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Funeral  Cost  Appeal 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@onelist . com> 


MODERATOR'S  NOTE: 

I do  not  have  time  to  confirm  this  report,  so  would  advise 
you  doing  so  before  sending  any  money.  To  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  BMIS  is  an  OK  organization. 

--Bob  Dorman 


Dear  Supporters, 

We  have  sad  news,  and  an  appeal  for  help  to  cover  funeral  expenses  from 
Kee  Benally.  What  Key  asked  me  to  post  is  below,  as  are  addresses  to  which 
checks  can  be  sent: 

"About  3pm  on  Saturday,  December  18,  a young  Man,  Eldred  Russel,  the 
son-in-law  of  Key  Benally  passed  on. 

We  are  a small  family  who  don't  work  money  jobs,  living  on  Black  Mesa, 
on  General  Assistance. .. little  money  from  them  once  a month,  lots  of  bills, 
propane,  old  truck,  need  to  buy  gas  for  transportation  for  the  funeral.  We 
don't  make  any  (Ssilversmithing,  no,  just  a few  head  of  sheep.  We  don't  get 
money  from  that,  just  food. 

So  we  ask  for  help.  We  don't  yet  know  when  the  funeral  is  but  need  to 
have  it  soon.  It  costs  $1500  maybe,  casket,  flowers,  it  all  costs  much.  We 
need  to  pay  the  funeral  home  and  transport  to  burial  site. 

Flelp  is  being  asked.  Thank  you  to  anyone  who  can  help  us. 

Key  Y.  Benally 

Box  465 

Kyokotsmivi,  AZ  86039" 

While  several  members  of  BMIS  were  up  on  the  land  this  last  weekend 
hauling  wood  and  meeting  with  residents,  we  were  asked  to  help  Key,  who  said 
his  son-in-law  had  fallen  down  and  was  not  moving.  By  the  time  we  arrived 
and  checked  for  vital  signs,  our  brother  had  unfortunately  passed  on  some 
time  previously.  Thank  you  to  anyone  who  can  help  the  family  in  this 
difficult  time. 

If  you  want  to  send  a money  order.  Key  said  to  send  it  to  Black  Mesa 
Indigenous  Support  (address  below).  Please  clearly  state  on  check  / letter 
what  the  money  is  for... this  helps  keep  our  accounts  clear.  Thank  you  very 
much  for  your  support. 

yours,  jason  - BMIS 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support 
P.0.  Box  23501 
Flagstaff,  AZ  86002 
United  States  of  Amerika 

v-mail:  (520)  773-8086 
e-mail:  granmonta@hotmail.com 
WebSite:  www.netmanor.com/unity/unity.html 

BMIS  is  a collective  of  individuals  acting  to  support  the  sovereignty 
of  Dine  people,  who  face  forced  relocation,  environmental  devastation 
and  cultural  extinction  by  the  hands  multinational  corporations,  U.S. 
and  tribal  governments. 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

Email  addresses — 

To  Post  message:  BIGMTLIST@onelist.com 
To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 


To  Unsubscribe:  BIGMTLIST-unsubscribe@onelist.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights  crisis 
in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

"RE : Chipa  Wolf  Injured  while  Working  with  Bear"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Dec  1999  18:09:09  EST 

Sub j : Chipa  Wolf  Injured  while  Working  with  Bear 

Chipa  Wolf  Injured  while  Working  with  Bear 

Chipa  was  injured  on  Monday,  December  13,  1999  while  working  in  the  cage 
with  his  bear,  Samson.  From  Elijay,  he  was  life-flighted  to  Chattanooga 
where  he  was  rushed  into  surgery  and  later  hospitalized.  Fie  sustained 
mostly  cuts,  muscle  and  tissue  tears  and  bruises  - no  broken  bones, 
arterial  or  internal  organ  injuries.  Though  one  arm  was  bitten  and 
received  extensive  damage,  he  is  able  to  move  it  as  well  as  the  fingers  on 
that  hand  and  is  expected  to  recover  full  usage  of  the  arm  with  some 
rehabilitation . 

Chipa  is  expected  to  be  in  the  hospital  for  several  days.  He  ask  that 
your  prayers  go  out  to  his  family,  Craig  and  Debbie  at  the  Elijay  Wildlife 
Rehab  Sanctuary  where  he  kept  Samson  and  especially  to  Samson,  who  he  will 
miss  greatly. 

Chipa  wants  everyone  to  know  that  this  was  NOT  a bear  attack  as  has  been 
portrayed  in  the  news.  Samson  was  simply  doing  what  bears  do  and  if  anyone 
was  at  fault,  it  was  Chipa  for  being  in  the  cage  with  Samson.  Even  though 
Chipa  raised  him  from  a cub,  he  was  still  a very  powerful  WILD  bear. 

Update  12/17/99 

On  Friday  afternoon  they  took  Chipa  into  surgery  and  closed-up  his 
wounds  and  added  drains.  The  doctors  say  everything  looks  good  at  this 
point  and  that  if  all  goes  well  he  should  be  out  of  the  hospital  by  mid- 
week. I spoke  with  him  for  a while  on  the  phone  and  he  continues  to  be 
very  positive.  Even  though  he  is  still  in  a lot  of  pain,  he  continues  to 
improve  everyday.  He  is  very  grateful  for  all  the  response  and  prayers 
from  all  his  brothers  and  sisters  out  there.  He  continues  to  stress  the 
importance  of  understanding  that  this  was  not  a bear  attack  and  doesn't 
want  this  accident  to  reflect  on  nor  blemish  in  any  way  the  survival  of 
Georgia's  black  bear  population. 

Update  12/15/99 

I spent  a little  time  with  Chipa  this  evening  and  was  glad  to  see  he  was 
doing  well  considering  the  circumstances.  His  most  extensive  injury  is  to 
his  right  shoulder  where  the  bear  bit  down  on  his  shoulder  and  arm.  He  is 
scheduled  for  additional  surgery  to  clean  and  close  the  wounds.  Even 
though  he  is  still  in  a great  deal  of  pain,  his  attitude  is  good.  He  is 
sitting  up  some,  moving  his  fingers  on  the  injured  hand  and  moving  his  arm 
some.  The  doctors  expect  he  will  be  in  the  hospital  for  several  more  days. 

There  is  a non-profit  fund  being  set  up  to  raise  money  to  help  pay  for 
the  hospital  bills  as  Chipa  does  not  have  insurance.  As  the  specifics  on 
the  fund  and  where  money  may  be  sent  becomes  available,  it  will  be  posted 
here  on  the  web  site. 

Chipa  and  Kristin  had  a special  thank  you  for  every  ones  prayers  and 
thoughts.  Chipa  also  wanted  everyone  to  know  that  Samson  was  a seven  year 
old  Himalayan  Black  Bear  weighing  around  450  lbs.  that  he  had  rescued  from 
a bad  situation  as  a cub.  Also,  he  wanted  to  reiterate,  that  to  date, 
there  have  been  no  attacks  on  man  by  native  wild  bears  in  Georgia  and 
since  his  accident  involved  a none  indigenous  wild/domestic  bear,  that 
record  remains  true. 

Please  check  back  for  further  updates.  Thanks  again  for  your  support! 
Henry 

Chipa  Wolf  Hospital  Fund 

A tax  deductible  fund  has  been  setup  to  raise  money  to  help  pay  Chipa 's 
hospital  bills  as  he  has  no  insurance.  Please  send  your  tax  deductible 
donations  to  the  account  listed  below. 


All  help  will  be  much  appreciated. 

1st  Tennessee  Bank 
979  E.  3rd  Street 
Chattanooga,  TN  37403 
Tel:  423-209-2630 
Make  checks  payable  to: 

Wildlife  Rehabilitation  Sanctuary,  Inc. 
c/o  Kristen  Wolf 

For  additional  information,  contact  Rolling  Thunder  Enterprises  at 
770-735-6275  or  through  email:  rollingthunder@laughingwolf.com. 

Rolling  Thunder  Enterprises 
34  Rolling  Thunder  Drive 
Dasper,  Georgia  30143 
Tel:  770-735-6275 
rollingthunder@laughingwolf.com 
c.  Rolling  Thunder  Enterprises  1999 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Petitions  and  Packets  Available"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Dec  1999  12:41:43  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Black  Mesa  Projects/  ISCO  <bigmnt@efn . org> 

Sub j : Petitions  and  Worker  Packets  Available 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@onelist . com> 

Hello  Supporters  of  the  Dine'h  People, 

I wanted  to  let  you  all  know  ISCO  can  snail  mail  you  an  info  packet 
including  petitions,  letter  writing  tips,  background  info  and  updates. 

Also,  if  you  are  seriously  considering  going  to  the  Big  Mountain-  Black 
Mesa  area  sometime  in  2000,  we  can  snail  mail  you  an  orientation  packet. 

If  you  can,  please  send  us  a few  dollars  to  help  cover  the  photocopies  and 
postage.  We  don't  have  a grant  to  cover  these  mailing  expenses,  so  every 
little  bit  will  help,  and  your  donation  may  help  cover  mailings  to  others 
who  don't  have  funds  but  do  want  info  to  preview  before  planning  a trip. 

Please  send  us  your  name  and  mailing  address  and  a request  for  info  or  an 
orientation  packet  (please  put  "send  packet"  in  the  subject  line  of  your 
e-mail  to  us).  We  are  also  creating  an  index  card  file  as  back-up  for 
Y2K,  so  if  you  can  include  your  phone  and  fax  number  and  info  about  your 
skills,  background  and  interest,  we  sure  would  appreciate  it,  thanks! 

You  can  contact  us  too:  ISCO  PO  Box  11715  Eugene,  OR  97440  (541)  683-2789 
bigmnt@efn.org.  Call  ahead  to  arrange  sending  a fax,  please.  We  are  all 
volunteers  here  so  it  may  take  a little  while  for  us  to  reply  or  get  a 
mailing  out  (depending  on  our  volume  of  requests  and  our  availability)  so 
please  plan  ahead  for  a wait,  so  you  have  time  to  receive  our  mailings. 

We  thank  you  very  much  for  your  helpful  support  and  sincere  interest! 

Have  a good  holiday  season, 

Beth  Newberry, 

Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

Email  addresses — 

To  Post  message:  BIGMTLIST@onelist.com 
To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 

"RE;  Fiber  Optic  and  Tobacco  News  in  Navajo  Country" 

Date:  Thu,  23  Dec  1999  17:34:58  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Fiber  Optic  and  Tobacco  news  in  Navajo  country 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@onelist . com> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  17  Dec  1999  23:36:26  -0500 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Mailing  List:  NativeNews  <NatNews@onelist . com> 


"Navajo  Nation  Approves  Right-of-Way  for  Fiber  Optic  Cables/'  The  Associated 
Press  State  & Local  Wire,  December  16,  1999,  Thursday,  BC  cycle. 

["FARMINGTON,  N.M.:  The  Navajo  Nation  has  given  a utility  permission  to 
string  fiber-optic  cables  through  the  reservation,  providing  a high-speed 
Internet  connection  for  people  in  the  Four  Corners  area,  John  Cooper, 
corporate  development  director  for  PathNet,  said  Public  Service  Company  of 
New  Mexico  has  been  issued  permission  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
the  Navajo  Nation  to  add  the  cable  to  transmission  lines  that  already  cross 
tribal  trust  lands.  PathNet,  a Washington-based  company,  is  a major  partner 
in  the  project.  Cooper  said  that  after  documents  are  signed,  the  $40  million 
project  also  will  have  the  state's  blessing.  The  cable  would  provide  a 
high-speed  Internet  connection  for  customers  between  Albuquerque  and  Grand 
Junction,  Colo.,  and  would  allow  telephone  and  Internet  use  at  the  same 
time.  Farmington  has  been  fighting  for  a fiber-optic  network  in  the  hopes  it 
would  lure  business."] 
http : //www . ap . org/ 

>>>>>>><><<<<<<< 

"Navajos  Reject  Filming  of  Tobacco  Commercial,"  The  Associated  Press  State  & 
Local  Wire,  December  16,  1999,  Thursday,  BC  cycle. 

["WINDOW  ROCK,  Ariz.:  A Navajo  Nation  official  refused  a film  crew 
permission  to  shoot  a tobacco  commercial  in  Monument  Valley,  citing  the 
tribe's  legal  dispute  with  tobacco  companies.  The  tribal  attorney  general's 
office  also  said  Wednesday  that  director  Tony  Scott  allegedly  threatened  to 
kill  the  unidentified  Navajo  official  who  made  the  decision."] 
http : //www . ap . org/ 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 
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"RE : Indian  Sites  Fall  Victim  to  Cable  Race"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Dec  1999  21:19:06  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Indian  sites  fall  victim  to  cable  race 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Published  Wednesday,  December  22,  1999,  in  the  San  Jose  Mercury  News 

Telecom  trips  in  big  rush  to  dig 

Indian  sites  fall  victim  to  cable  race 

BY  MARILEE  ENGE 

Mercury  News  Staff  Writer 

The  telecommunications  industry  is  laying  so  much  fiber-optic  cable  so 
quickly  in  California  that  laws  protecting  the  environment,  Indian  burial 
grounds  and  other  culturally  sensitive  sites  are  being  ignored,  according 
to  Indian  activists  and  a state  watchdog  agency  say. 

Three  companies  have  had  to  stop  digging  in  California  after  state 
officials  learned  that  they  were  working  without  the  proper  environmental 
review.  The  most  recent  to  receive  a shutdown  order  was  Qwest,  the 
Denver-based  telecom  giant  that  was  discovered  digging  trenches  near  a 
known  Ohlone  Indian  burial  site  in  downtown  San  Jose  last  week. 

"It's  like  the  land  grab  in  the  western  United  States,"  said  Bill 
O'Dwyer,  director  of  construction  for  the  western  states  for  Level  3,  a 
telecom  company.  "It's  the  telecom  grab.  It's  a race  to  market." 

In  the  process,  few  companies  have  complied  with  the  letter  of 
California  law,  which  requires  developers  to  analyze  the  environmental 
impact  of  most  construction,  including  the  effects  on  cultural  resources. 
When  working  in  areas  known  to  contain  archaeological  material, 
developers  are  required  to  hire  American  Indians  to  monitor  the  work  and 
ensure  that  any  remains  are  handled  in  a culturally  sensitive  way. 

"There's  a lot  of  demand  and  a desire  for  more  telecom  infrastructure  in 


California.  It's  a very  competitive  market/'  said  Peter  Allen,  a lawyer 
for  the  state  Public  Utilities  Commission.  "People  are  rushing  to  build 
this  stuff." 

The  utilities  commission  issues  certificates  to  telecommunications 
companies  to  do  business  in  California,  but  until  recently  the  process 
involved  little  review,  Allen  said. 

Build  on  success 

"The  problem  is  a lot  of  companies  want  to  start  by  reselling  service  on 
leased  lines.  They're  not  building  anything,"  Allen  said.  "Later  on,  they 
decide  they  have  more  money  and  customers  and  want  to  build  more  stuff. 

They  think  they  have  the  clearance." 

In  the  wake  of  the  recent  violations,  the  PUC  last  week  adopted  a new 
review  process  for  telecom  operators.  Instead  of  the  blanket  approvals  of 
the  past,  the  PUC  will  scrutinize  each  application  and  require 
environmental  studies,  if  necessary,  Allen  said. 

Sonoma  State  University  maintains  a database  of  historical  resources, 
which  a consultant  conducting  an  environmental  review  normally  would 
consult.  And  cities  such  as  San  lose  keep  maps  showing  sensitive  sites, 
but  public  works  officials  did  not  review  it  when  they  issued  the  Qwest 
permits . 

Qwest  officials  said  no  one  notified  the  company  of  the  burial  site 
before  the  work  began. 

"The  issue  wasn't  raised  until  it  was  brought  to  our  attention  by  the 
Native  Americans,"  said  company  spokesman  Matt  Barkett.  Qwest  has  hired  an 
Indian  construction  subcontractor  to  oversee  the  project  when  work  resumes. 

Another  company.  Level  3 Communications,  was  shut  down  for  two  months 
earlier  this  year  after  digging  close  to  Mission  San  Miguel,  in  San  Luis 
Obispo  County.  Indian  remains  are  believed  to  surround  the  mission,  but 
not  all  the  sites  have  been  mapped,  and  descendants  of  the  mission's 
inhabitants  complained  to  the  PUC.  Before  resuming  work,  the  company  was 
required  to  detail  its  planned  installations  statewide  and  develop  a plan 
for  notifying  concerned  Indians. 

Developers  working  in  sensitive  areas  must  contact  the  California  Native 
American  Heritage  Commission,  which  keeps  a list  of  local  Indians 
interested  in  working  as  consultants. 

In  the  Bay  Area,  Level  3 was  laying  so  much  cable  the  company  soon  hired 
most  of  the  qualified  Indians  available  to  observe  the  work,  O'Dwyer  said. 
So  they  went  one  step  further  and  held  a weekend  seminar  to  train  nearly 
50  Bay  Area  Ohlone  Indians  in  monitoring  construction  work  at  sensitive 
locations . 

Company  trains  monitors 

"It's  self-serving,"  O'Dwyer  said.  "We  need  to  keep  a construction 
schedule  going.  By  training  them,  we  provide  a pool  to  draw  on."  Monitors 
are  paid  $40  an  hour  for  their  services. 

"We're  going  beyond  what's  needed  to  make  sure  we  stay  in  compliance  in 
the  state,"  O' Dwyer  said. 

Violation  of  Indian  burial  sites  and  other  sensitive  archaeological 
areas  is  inevitable,  given  the  breakneck  speed  at  which  telecommunications 
companies  are  working  to  lay  fiber-optic  cable,  some  Indians  in  the  Bay 
Area  said. 

"These  companies  are  barreling  through  the  whole  United  States  so  fast 
that  mistakes  are  getting  made,"  said  Stockton  resident  Katherine  Perez,  a 
descendant  of  three  California  Indian  tribes,  and  who  works  as  a monitor 
for  Level  3. 

Perez  wants  to  see  the  companies  slow  their  pace  to  allow  enough  time  to 
identify  and  monitor  sensitive  archaeological  areas.  But  many  companies 
are  reluctant  to  go  this  route,  because  it  would  add  to  construction 
costs,  she  said. 

Other  disagreements  have  surfaced  between  the  telecommunications  firms 
and  Indians.  Some  companies  will  hire  Indian  cultural  monitors  only  at 
sites  documented  by  archaeologists  as  culturally  sensitive,  but  Indians 
know  of  unrecorded  sites  that  also  should  be  monitored,  Perez  said. 

Another  point  of  conflict  is  that  some  companies  insist  on  knowing  the 


specific  locations  of  sites  Indians  are  aware  of.  But  the  Indian  community 
can  be  loath  to  disclose  this  information  because  of  the  possibility  of 
looting. 

Not  all  shutdowns  have  been  prompted  by  Indian  sites.  Pacific  Fiber  Link 
has  been  unable  to  work  in  California  since  Duly,  when  fish  and  game 
department  officials  in  Shasta  County  discovered  crews  working  in  streams. 
The  company  had  not  received  environmental  clearance  from  any  state 
agency,  Allen  said. 

Voluntary  stoppage 

When  another  company,  Metromedia  Fiber  Network,  with  service  in  Los 
Angeles  and  the  Bay  Area,  was  discovered  digging  without  environmental 
review,  the  company  voluntarily  stopped  work  before  the  PUC  could 
formally  shut  it  down. 

The  PUC  plans  a roundtable  discussion  for  telecom  industry  officials, 
agencies,  agriculture  representatives,  Indians  and  others  next  month  to 
clarify  what  is  required. 

"Some  people  have  problems  with  us  doing  environmental  review  at  all," 
Allen  said.  "Others  say,  'You're  letting  these  people  dig  everywhere.'  " 


Mercury  News  Staff  Writer  Maya  Suryaraman  contributed  to  this  story. 

Contact  Marilee  Enge  at  menge@sjmercury . com  or  (650)  688-7588. 
c.1999  Mercury  Center.  The  information  you  receive  online  from  Mercury 
Center  is  protected  by  the  copyright  laws  of  the  United  States.  The 
copyright  laws  prohibit  any  copying,  redistributing,  retransmitting,  or 
repurposing  of  any  copyright-protected  material. 

"RE : Last  Comanche  Code  Talker  Flonored"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Dec  1999  13:02:30  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Sub j : (FWD)Last  Comanche  Code  Talker  Flonored 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Larry  Kibby"  <lkibby@citlink.net> 

NOTE:  Dust  in  case  anyone  may  not  have  seen  this. 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  Contact:  Nedra  Darling 
November  29,1999  202-208-3710 

Last  Surviving  Comanche  Code  Talker  To  Receive 
Honor  from  Departments  of  Defense  and  Interior 

Charles  Chibitty  of  Tulsa  Oklahoma,  the  last  surviving  member  of  the 
Comanche  Code  Talkers,  will  receive  the  Citizen's  Award  for  Exceptional 
Service  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  a ceremony  that  will  take 
place  in  the  Hall  of  Heroes  at  the  Pentagon  on  November  30,  1999.  The 
Ceremony  is  to  honor  his  role  as  a Comanche  Code  Talker  during  World  War  II 
where  he  and  his  fellow  Comanche  Indians  were  instrumental  in  saving  many 
lives  during  the  Normandy  Invasion.  Like  the  Choctaws  in  World  War  I and  the 
Navajos  in  the  Pacific  Theater,  the  Comanche  Code  Talkers  used  their  native 
language  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  intercepting  radio  messages  involving 
troop  movements  being  transmitted  by  Allied  forces. 

"Indian  Country  is  proud  of  men  like  Charles  Chibitty  and  the  other 
veterans  who  served  in  the  armed  forces  during  World  War  II.  Like  many 
before  and  after  them,  American  Indians  have  contributed  significantly  to 
the  effort  of  defending  this  country's  interests  during  times  of  war,"  said 
Kevin  Gover,  Assistant  Secretary-Indian  Affairs.  "It  is  truly  a great  thing 
that  we  honor  him  and  the  memory  of  his  fellow  Comanche  Code  Talkers  with 
this  distinguished  award." 

Mr.  Chibitty  was  born  near  Medicine  Park,  Oklahoma  on  November  20,  1921. 

He  attended  Haskell  Indian  School  in  Lawrence,  Kansas.  Enlisting  in  the 
United  States  Army  in  1941,  he  joined  sixteen  other  Comanches  to  make  up  part 
of  the  4th  Infantry  Division,  4th  Signal  Corp,  known  as  the  Code  Talkers. 
While  in  the  Army,  Mr.  Chibitty  was  a champion  boxer  and  was  described  by 
military  newspapers  as  packing  dynamite  in  both  hands.  For  his  efforts. 
Corporal  Chibitty  earned  the  World  War  II  Victory  Medal,  the  ETO  (5  bronze 
Star)  Victory  Medal,  the  European/African/Middle  East  Campaign  Medal,  and 


the  Good  Conduct  Medal. 

On  November  3,  1989,  the  French  Government  awarded  Mr.  Chibitty  the 
Chepalier  de  I-ordure  National  dus-Merit  Medal  which  was  presented  to  him  by 
Premier  Messmer,  Prime  Minister  of  France  under  President  Charles  DeGulle. 

In  1992,  Secretary  of  Defense  Dick  Cheney  presented  Mr.  Chibitty  a 
Certificate  of  Appreciation  to  recognize  him  for  his  service  to  the  United 
States  of  America  stating.  "In  a very  real  sense,  thousands  of  service 
members  and  this  country  owe  their  lives  to  you  and  your  fellow  Code 
Talkers."  Mr.  Chibitty  has  also  been  honored  in  the  past  by  the  Governor  of 
Oklahoma  with  a Special  Proclamation  recognizing  his  tremendous 
contribution  to  the  state  of  Oklahoma  and  United  States. 

Mr.  Chibitty  is  also  known  throughout  Indian  Country  for  his  championship 
dancing  in  the  fancy,  straight  and  traditional  categories  and  is  a 32nd 
degree  Mason,  Shriner  and  a member  of  the  Elks  Lodge  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

The  award  ceremony  will  take  place  at  the  Pentagon  in  the  Flail  of  Fleroes, 
located  on  the  second  floor  "A"  Ring  between  the  sixth  and  seventh 
corridors  on  November  30,1999  starting  at  10:00  AM.  Coverage  of  the  ceremony 
is  open  to  the  media.  Reporters  interested  in  attending  should  contact  Susan 
Flansen,  DOD  Public  Affairs,  at  703-693-6858. 

"RE : Choctaw  Nation  Receives  Telemedicine  Grant"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Dec  1999  07:56:54  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-22-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Choctaw  Nation  receives  telemedicine  grant 

c.  AP 

12/20/99 

Oklahoma  City  - The  Choctaw  Nation  Flealth  Services  Authority  has  received 
a grant  to  expand  its  distance  learning  and  video  conferencing  capabilities 
through  Oklahoma's  OneNet  services. 

The  U-S  Agriculture  Department  announced  yesterday  that  the  195,812  dollar 
grant  will  be  used  to  purchase  a speed  conversion  bridge.  That  allows  all 
rural  areas  to  access  the  system. 

The  project  also  will  provide  direct  medical  eye  care  services  and  medical 
training  from  connections  with  Northeastern  University  College  of  Optometry 
and  the  Oklahoma  State  University  College  of  Osteopathic  Medicine. 

"RE;  Government  Ordered  to  Fix  Indian  Trusts"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Dec  1999  07:56:54  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-22-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Gov't  Ordered  To  Fix  Indian  Trusts 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MATT  KELLEY 
12/21/99 

WASFIINGTON  (AP)  - The  government  violated  its  duty  to  safeguard  trust 
accounts  for  more  than  300,000  American  Indians,  a federal  judge  ruled 
today.  The  judge  will  oversee  efforts  to  fix  the  failed  system. 

For  decades,  U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  ruled,  the  Interior  and 
Treasury  departments  so  mismanaged  accounts  for  individual  Indians  that  no 
one  knows  how  much  money  is  or  should  be  in  the  accounts. 

Flis  ruling  came  in  a class-action  lawsuit  by  Indian  account  holders 
seeking  court-ordered  fixes  to  the  trust  account  system,  which  currently 


holds  about  $500  million. 

"It  is  fiscal  and  governmental  irresponsibility  in  its  purest  form/' 
Lamberth  wrote. 

But  the  judge  rejected  the  Indians'  request  for  a court-appointed  official 
to  oversee  changes  to  the  trust  account  system,  giving  the  federal 
government  one  last  chance  to  finally  fix  the  problems.  Instead,  Lamberth 
said  he  would  keep  the  lawsuit  alive  for  five  years  and  require  progress 
reports  from  federal  officials  every  three  months. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  main  Interior  Department  agency 
responsible  for  the  accounts,  declared  victory  today. 

"We  won,"  BIA  spokesman  Rex  Hackler  said.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce 
Babbitt  and  BIA  head  Kevin  Gover  had  asked  Lamberth  to  give  them  this  final 
chance  to  fix  the  problems,  Hackler  said. 

Lawyers  for  the  Indians  declined  immediate  comment.  The  judge  wrote  that 
the  Indians  might  be  disappointed  he  did  not  appoint  a "special  master"  to 
oversee  trust  reform  efforts  but  said  his  ruling  was  a "stunning  victory" 
for  the  Indians  nevertheless. 

The  142-page  ruling  traces  a long  history  of  mismanagement  of  the 
accounts,  which  handle  proceeds  of  government-approved  leases  on  Indian  land 
for  grazing,  logging,  oil  drilling  and  the  like.  Records  have  been  lost  or 
never  kept  in  the  first  place,  heirs  of  Indian  account  holders  have  not  been 
tracked  and  security  of  the  accounts  has  been  lax,  Lamberth  wrote. 

"It  is  entirely  possible  that  tens  of  thousands  of  (Indian)  trust 
beneficiaries  should  be  receiving  different  amounts  of  money  - their  own 
money  - than  they  do  today,"  Lamberth  wrote.  "Perhaps  not.  But  no  one  can 
say,  which  is  the  crux  of  the  problem." 

Lamberth  has  said  he  will  hold  a second  "mini-trial"  in  the  case  to 
determine  how  much  money  Indians  should  be  paid  to  compensate  for  the 
decades  of  neglect.  Lawyers  for  the  Indians  have  said  they  are  likely  to 
seek  billions  of  dollars  in  damages. 

Lamberth  had  ordered  the  Indians  and  the  government  to  try  to  reach  an 
out-of-court  settlement  in  the  case,  and  had  withheld  today's  ruling  for 
months  while  both  sides  tried  to  reach  an  agreement.  The  judge  released  his 
ruling  today,  saying  lawyers  for  the  Indians  said  the  negotiation  process 
"has  no  hope  of  success." 

Earlier  this  year,  Lamberth  held  Babbit,  Gover  and  then-Treasury  Secretary 
Robert  Rubin  in  contempt  of  court  for  failing  to  turn  over  documents  to  the 
Indians'  lawyers.  An  investigator  appointed  by  Lamberth  wrote  a report 
saying  Treasury  Department  officials  inadvertently  shredded  162  boxes  of 
documents  that  could  have  related  to  the  case,  then  waited  three  months  to 
tell  Lamberth  about  it. 
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Dudge  decides  he'll  oversee 
Indian  trust  accounts 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - A federal  judge  on  Tuesday  put  himself  in  charge  of 
keeping  watch  over  efforts  to  fix  a $500  million  trust  account  system  for 
American  Indians,  calling  decades  of  mismanagement  of  the  accounts  "fiscal 
and  governmental  irresponsibility  in  its  purest  form." 

Associated  Press  photo 

Eloise  Cobell,  seen  here  on  the  Blackfeet 
Indian  Reservation  last  September  near 
Browning,  is  the  Blackfoot  banker  who  is 
the  lead  plaintiff  in  a lawsuit  against  the 


government  brought  by  a group  of  Indians 
over  mismanagement  of  trust  accounts.  A 
federal  judge  Tuesday  put  himself  in  charge 
of  keeping  watch  over  efforts  to  fix  the  $500 
million  system  for  American  Indians. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  ruled  the  federal  government  violated 
its  responsibility  to  safeguard  the  money  in  more  than  300,000  accounts 
for  individual  Indians.  Because  of  mismanagement  dating  to  the  1800s,  the 
government  cannot  say  how  many  accounts  should  exist  or  how  much  money 
should  be  in  them,  Lamberth  wrote. 

"The  court  knows  of  no  other  program  in  American  government  in  which 
federal  officials  are  allowed  to  write  checks  - some  of  which  are  known  to 
be  written  in  erroneous  amounts  - from  unreconciled  accounts  - some  of 
which  are  known  to  have  incorrect  balances,"  Lamberth  wrote. 

But  the  judge  rejected  proposals  to  put  the  trust  program  into 
receivership,  instead  choosing  to  give  the  Interior  and  Treasury 
departments  "one  last  opportunity  to  carry  through  on  their  promises." 
Lamberth  will  watch  over  reform  efforts  and  required  progress  reports 
every  three  months. 

A group  of  Indians  sued  the  government  in  1996  over  mismanagement  of  the 
accounts,  which  contain  proceeds  from  government-approved  leases  of  Indian 
land  for  grazing,  logging,  oil  drilling  and  the  like.  The  Indians  are 
seeking  not  only  court  oversight  of  reform  efforts  but  billions  of  dollars 
in  compensation.  Lamberth  has  not  set  a date  for  a trial  to  determine  how 
much  the  government  owes. 

Lawyers  for  the  Indians  said  Tuesday  they  were  pleased  that  Lamberth 
would  oversee  the  reforms,  noting  he  has  already  held  Interior  Secretary 
Bruce  Babbitt,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  head  Kevin  Gover  and  then-Treasury 
Secretary  Robert  Rubin  in  contempt  of  court  in  the  case. 

"We're  not  going  to  let  the  government  . . . get  away  with  Band-Aid 
fixing,"  said  Eloise  Cobell,  the  Blackfeet  banker  who  is  the  lead 
plaintiff.  "We've  got  to  take  the  time  to  make  this  system  right." 

Government  lawyers  also  said  they  were  pleased,  saying  a court-appointed 
receiver  or  special  master  could  have  hampered  reform  efforts  already 
under  way. 

"This  decision  is  actually  very  artful  in  that  respect,"  Gover  said. 
"It's  just  sort  of  the  right  blend  of  outrage  over  what  has  gone  on  in  the 
past  and  enthusiasm  about  what  we  are  and  can  be  done  to  fix  it. 

"We  didn't  exactly  win  . . . but  this  decision  is  going  to  help  us  fix 
the  system." 

The  142-page  ruling  traces  a long  history  of  mismanagement  of  the 
accounts.  Records  have  been  lost  or  kept  on  separate,  incompatible 
computer  systems;  heirs  of  Indian  account  holders  have  not  been  tracked 
and  security  of  the  accounts  has  been  lax,  Lamberth  wrote. 

"It  is  entirely  possible  that  tens  of  thousands  of  (Indian)  trust 
beneficiaries  should  be  receiving  different  amounts  of  money  - their  own 
money  - than  they  do  today,"  Lamberth  wrote.  "Perhaps  not.  But  no  one  can 
say,  which  is  the  crux  of  the  problem." 

Lamberth  had  ordered  the  Indians  and  the  government  to  try  to  reach  an 
out-of-court  settlement  in  the  case,  and  had  withheld  his  ruling  for 
months  while  both  sides  tried  to  reach  an  agreement.  The  judge  released 
his  ruling  Tuesday  after  lawyers  for  the  Indians  said  the  negotiation 
process  "has  no  hope  of  success." 

Earlier  this  year,  Lamberth  held  Babbitt,  Gover  and  Rubin  in  contempt  of 
court  for  failing  to  turn  over  documents  to  the  Indians'  lawyers. 

Lamberth 's  Tuesday  ruling  referred  several  times  to  his  power  to  hold 
officials  in  contempt  as  a way  to  enforce  his  order. 

An  investigator  appointed  by  Lamberth  wrote  a report  earlier  this  month 
saying  Treasury  Department  officials  inadvertently  shredded  162  boxes  of 
documents  that  could  have  related  to  the  case,  then  waited  three  months  to 
tell  Lamberth  about  it.  Lawyers  for  the  Indians  have  said  they  plan  to  ask 
Lamberth  for  another  contempt  ruling  against  the  government. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Dudge  Says  U-S  Violated  Indian  Trusts 


Updated  5:53  AM  ET  December  22,  1999 

(WASHINGTON,  D.C.)  --  A federal  court  has  ruled  that  the  U-S  government 
failed  to  safeguard  Native  American  Trusts.  Some  300-thousand  Indians  are 
affected  by  the  ruling. 

U-S  District  Dudge  Royce  Lambert  will  let  government  officials  try  to  fix 
the  problems,  but  he  will  also  keep  a class  action  suit  active  for  five 
years.  The  judge  was  asked  to  appoint  a special  master  to  oversee  the  fix, 
but  did  not  do  so. 
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Puyallups  to  repay  U.S.  $4.5  million 
Friday,  December  24,  1999,  10:58  p.m.  Pacific 
by  Marsha  King 

Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

A whistle-blower  who  helped  an  Indian  school  allegedly  bilk  millions 
out  of  the  federal  government  has  received  $225,000  as  a reward  in 
a legal  settlement.  The  Puyallup  Indian  tribe  has  agreed  to  pay  $4.5 
million  to  settle  the  civil  allegations  that  the  Chief  Leschi  School 
in  Puyallup  overbilled  the  federal  government  for  school-busing  costs, 
according  to  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  in  Seattle. 

Tribal  officials  could  not  be  reached  yesterday  for  comment. 

According  to  prosecutors,  the  school  overcharged  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA)  between  1993  and  1998,  exaggerating  the  number  of  miles 
its  school  buses  drove  each  week. 

There  doesn't  seem  to  be  any  evidence  the  money  supported  programs 
to  benefit  the  students,  said  Harold  Malkin,  executive  assistant  U.S. 
attorney. 

Instead,  it  appears  the  money  paid  for  inflated  administrative 
salaries  and  too  many  people  on  the  payroll,  he  said. 

The  whistle-blower,  Dennis  Young,  is  the  former  director  of 
transportation  for  the  school. 

The  reward  amounted  to  5 percent  of  the  settlement,  far  less  than  the 
15  percent  to  30  percent  allowed  under  the  federal  whistle-blower  law. 
That's  because  the  government  determined  that  Young  willfully  and 
substantially  participated  in  the  fraud. 

The  scheme  existed  before  Young  became  director  of  transportation  but 
increased  exponentially  under  his  leadership,  Malkin  said. 

However,  the  law  allows  the  whistle-blower  to  receive  some 
remuneration  because  he  was  not  convicted  of  any  crime  in  connection 
with  the  fraud. 

The  government  is  pleased  because  it  recovered  all  losses  and  because 
the  payout  to  Young  was  comparatively  small,  Malkin  said. 

The  case  came  to  light  after  Young  filed  a whistle-blower  action  on 
the  government's  behalf  under  the  False  Claims  Act. 

Agents  and  auditors  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior's  Office  of 
the  Inspector  General  and  the  FBI  investigated  and  confirmed  the 
whistle-blower's  allegations  and  revealed  substantial  BIA  overcharges. 
Tribal  schools  and  busing  are  funded  through  the  BIA,  based  on  annual 
reports  that  the  schools  furnish  the  agency.  The  schools  state  how 
many  miles  school  buses  are  driven,  and  funding  is  based  on  that 
report.  The  schools  receive  a flat  rate  per  mile. 

Last  year,  the  school's  administrator  was  fired  after  allegations  of 


waste  and  mismanagement. 

Around  that  time,  an  independent  management  study  reportedly  said  that 
the  school's  administrative  costs  were  five  times  higher  than  at  two 
other  schools  of  comparable  size,  and  that  its  operating  budget  of 
more  than  $12  million  a year  was  about  twice  that  of  other  schools  its 
size. 

The  school  is  reportedly  the  largest  Indian  school  in  the  country, 
with  about  1,000  students  in  13  grades. 

Copyright  c.  1999  The  Seattle  Times  Company 
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Seattle  Times:  Squaxin  Island  Tribe  sees  profit  in  making  cigarettes 
Sunday,  December  26,  1999,  08:38  p.m.  Pacific 
by  Florangela  Davila 
Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

SHELTON,  Mason  County  - David  Lopeman,  56,  stands  inside  an  empty, 
red-roofed  building  shuddering  from  the  cold,  a dice  throw  away  from  the 
Squaxin  Island  Indians'  casino.  Lopeman  is  chairman  of  the  650-member 
tribe  and  these  days  the  embodiment  of  the  Squaxins'  entrepreneurial 
spirit.  That  spirit,  rooted  in  pragmatism,  he  explains,  is  behind  next 
month's  debut  of  a cigarette-manufacturing  plant  on  tribal  land  near 
Shelton.  It  will  be  the  first  such  enterprise  in  Washington  by  an  Indian 
tribe.  And  it  is  an  especially  controversial  venture  given  that  Native 
Americans  have  the  highest  rate  of  smokers  of  any  ethnic  group  in  the 
state,  and  that  lung  cancer  among  Indians  is  rising. 

The  plant,  to  be  operated  and  owned  by  the  newly  created  Skookum  Creek 
Tobacco  Co.,  will  import  tobacco  from  North  Carolina  and  eventually  employ 
about  35  people,  mostly  tribal  members.  Using  refurbished,  old-fashioned 
equipment,  the  22,500-square-foot  plant  will  be  capable  of  producing  up  to 
12,000  cartons  of  cigarettes  per  day. 

The  cigarettes  will  be  sold  under  the  name  "Complete"  at  the  tribe's 
smoke  shop  and  elsewhere  as  future  markets  dictate.  The  Squaxins'  entrance 
into  cigarette  manufacturing  comes  at  an  awkward  time. 

Attorneys  general  across  the  country,  led  in  part  by  Washington  state 
Attorney  General  Christine  Gregoire,  spent  years  fighting  Big  Tobacco  in 
court.  Last  year,  46  states  reached  a $206  billion  settlement  with  tobacco 
companies  for  damages  arising  from  the  health  costs  of  treating  sick 
smokers.  It  was  the  biggest  civil  settlement  in  U.S.  history. 

Next  month,  Washington  expects  to  receive  its  first  payment  of  $51 
million  in  settlement  funds.  The  money  will  be  used  to  create  a $26 
million  anti-smoking  initiative  that  will  include  school  programs  and  an 
ad  campaign. 

While  the  percentage  of  people  who  smoke  has  dropped  dramatically 
nationwide  since  1965,  American  Indians  smoke  more  than  any  other 
population  group.  Nearly  40  percent  of  Indians  smoke,  compared  to  25 
percent  of  the  general  population,  according  to  a report  released  last 
year  by  the  U.S.  surgeon  general. 

The  rate  of  lung-cancer  deaths  increased  among  American  Indians  and 
Alaska  natives  between  1990  and  1995  while  decreasing  among  other  minority 
groups,  the  study  found. 

None  of  this  is  lost  on  the  tribe,  says  Lopeman,  who  knows  firsthand  the 
addictive  quality  of  cigarettes.  He's  been  smoking  for  more  than  40  years 
and,  yes,  he's  thought  about  quitting.  On  this  morning,  he  prefers 
Winstons . 


What  bothers  him,  he  admits,  is  the  chance  that  the  tribe's  new  business 
might  send  a mixed  message  to  young  tribe  members  and  encourage  them  to 
smoke.  For  that  reason,  tribal  officials  insist  they  will  use  some  of  the 
profits  from  the  plant  to  strengthen  the  tribe's  own  anti-smoking  program, 
in  concert  with  the  state's  new  initiative. 

But  such  health  concerns  collide  with  economic  reality  for  Native 
Americans,  tribal  officials  say.  Most  tribes  continue  to  struggle 
economically  and  federal-government  funding  for  social  services  and  other 
programs  isn't  keeping  pace  with  tribal  needs,  they  say. 

"The  tribe  is  under  greater  and  greater  economic  pressure,"  says  Lopeman 

The  Squaxins  see  the  cigarette  plant  as  a chance  to  create  jobs  for 
tribal  members.  Profits  from  the  plant  will  fund  everything  from  sewers, 
to  programs  for  the  young  and  the  elderly,  to  college  scholarships. 

The  tribe  also  has  long-term  plans  to  build  an  industrial  park. 

"We  just  want  a part  of  the  market  that's  already  there,"  Lopeman  says. 
The  tribe,  which  has  been  selling  other  brands  of  cigarettes  for  some  20 
years,  is  firmly  behind  the  idea,  he  adds. 

The  Squaxins  live  halfway  between  Olympia  and  Shelton,  a secluded  area 
but  hardly  as  remote  as  that  in  which  some  other  tribes  live.  The  tribe's 
Little  Creek  Casino,  just  off  Highway  101,  is  outfitted  in  blinking  lights 
and,  these  days,  in  holiday  garland. 

The  casino  opened  about  four  years  ago.  It's  been  "a  godsend,"  say 
officials,  because  it  employs  400  people,  a third  of  whom  are  Squaxin. 
Other  than  the  casino,  though,  the  Squaxins  have  had  little  success 
revving  up  their  economy.  Unemployment  among  tribal  members  is  still 
roughly  20  percent. 

With  their  small  land  base  and  rural  location,  the  tribe  faces  the  same 
difficulty  as  other  small  towns  luring  outside  investors.  Some  investors 
are  also  wary  about  working  with  Indian  tribes  and  their  sovereign 
governments.  The  Squaxins  have  pursued  other  economic  ventures  over  the 
years,  such  as  manufacturing  bottled  water  and  small  airplane  parts.  But 
those  ideas  never  panned  out. 

Earlier  this  year,  some  members  heard  a presentation  by  Hercules 
Development  Corp.,  based  in  San  Diego,  which  was  specifically  seeking  new 
tribal  businesses.  Lopeman  brought  Hercules'  cigarette  proposal  to  the 
tribal  council's  attention  and  pushed  the  idea  along. 

"I  imagine  some  people  out  there  might  be  against  this.  But  overall,  I 
think  people  understand  it  will  help  with  medical  and  educational  needs, 
for  example.  The  profits  will  mean  a better  living  for  us,"  said  Lopeman. 

The  tribe  isn't  releasing  its  profit  projections.  The  initial  investment 
to  start  the  plant  is  about  $3.5  million,  according  to  Hercules,  which 
will  manage  the  facility. 

As  a sovereign  nation,  the  tribe  is  exempt  from  paying  state  taxes  on 
cigarettes  sold  to  tribal  members.  But  it's  not  clear  whether  that  tax 
exemption  applies  to  cigarettes  sold  to  members  of  other  tribes. 

Squaxin  officials  have  yet  to  determine  the  price  for  a pack  of 
Completes,  which  will  be  available  in  five  varieties. 

The  Omaha  Tribe  of  Nebraska  has  been  manufacturing  cigarettes  since  1998 
The  Omaha  brand,  sold  in  packs  that  feature  an  Indian  in  a headdress,  sell 
on  the  Internet  for  $10  a carton,  plus  shipping  costs,  compared  to  the  $30 
to  $38  cost  per  carton  for  brand-name  cigarettes  sold  in  stores  in 
Washington . 

Three  other  brands  - Smokin'  3oes,  Seneca  and  Native  - are  also  being 
marketed  online  as  Native  American  products. 

Florangela  Davila's  phone  message  number  is  206-464-2916. 
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Gaining  trust:  Researcher's  personal  touch  with  Apache  tribe 
led  to  success  of  many  studies  on  vaccines 
San  lose  Mercury  News 
12/20/99 

BY  ARIANA  EUNJUNG  CHA 

Johns  Hopkins  University  researcher  Mathuram  Santosham  recalls  his  first 
conversation  with  the  White  Mountain  Apache  tribe  in  1980.  The  tribal  chief 
asked,  only  half -jokingly : "Are  you  going  to  take  advantage  of  us  like  the 
rest  of  them?" 

The  scientist,  who  hails  from  the  Indian  subcontinent,  joked  back,  "If 
Columbus  knew  his  geography  better,  I would  be  on  a reservation  and  you 
would  be  studying  me." 

Santosham  realized  that  the  lack  of  trust  between  many  minority 
communities  and  mainstream  researchers  was  a serious  matter.  For  years, 
scientists  would  "parachute"  in  and  out  of  disadvantaged  communities, 
conducting  studies  that  provided  little  benefit  to  the  participants  and 
sometimes  considerable  risk. 

Santosham  made  it  his  mission  to  change  that.  Over  the  years,  the  trust 
and  friendship  that  grew  between  the  Apache  White  Mountain  tribe  and  Johns 
Hopkins  led  to  the  success  of  dozens  of  important  studies,  including  many 
for  vaccines. 

Residents  on  the  reservation  came  to  understand  the  purpose  of  medical 
research  and  to  feel  they  could  ask  questions  freely,  and  informed  consent 
grew  naturally  out  of  that  relationship.  Many  experts  say  the  White 
Mountain  experience  should  be  a model  for  clinical  research. 

"You  have  to  remember  that  these  are  not  just  study  subjects,  they  are 
people,"  Santosham  says. 

In  1980,  joined  by  his  wife  and  two  children,  Santosham  became  the  first 
medical  researcher  to  move  to  the  reservation  in  Arizona. 

At  that  time,  the  pediatric  ward  at  the  sole  hospital  was  filled  with 
babies  suffering  from  diarrhea.  Santosham' s research  centered  on  an  oral 
treatment  for  the  dehydrated  infants.  Seeing  that  he  was  the  only 
pediatrician  on  the  reservation,  he  also  volunteered  as  a primary-care 
physician  in  his  spare  time.  His  treatment,  which  ultimately  reduced  the 
number  of  hospital  admissions  due  to  dehydration  from  several  hundred  a 
year  to  none,  and  his  volunteer  work  were  a hit. 

In  time,  Santosham  became  almost  legendary  among  the  Apache. 

"To  the  people  on  the  reservation,  he  is  'Dr.  Santosham  who  took  care  of 
my  baby  years  ago.'  You  can't  have  a better  trust,"  says  David  Yost, 
director  of  the  Indian  Health  Service  unit  in  Whiteriver. 

"He  can  walk  into  a room  and  his  studies  will  get  approved 
automatically,"  says  Donna  Bigil,  head  of  the  White  Mountain  Apache  tribe's 
health-advisory  board.  "As  for  most  others,  the  tribal  council  will  ponder 
it  for  at  least  a year  and  probably  turn  them  down." 

Although  it  wasn't  required,  Santosham  also  spoke  at  schools  and  churches 
about  research  studies  and  general  health  issues.  He  worked  with  tribal 
leaders  to  develop  research  plans  for  health  questions  they  wanted 
answered . 

When  he  founded  the  Center  for  American  Indian  and  Alaskan  Native  Health 
at  Johns  Hopkins  in  1991,  he  recruited  several  dozen  American  Indian 
researchers.  The  center  now  has  13  satellite  offices  on  reservations  from 
New  Mexico  to  North  Carolina  that  operate  with  the  same  principles  Santosham 
established . 

In  the  past  few  years,  Santosham' s success  has  prompted  other  researchers 
at  places  like  the  University  of  California- Los  Angeles  and  the  University 
of  Texas-Houston  to  establish  long-term  relationships  with  minority 
communities  by  reaching  out  to  churches  and  other  organizations. 

In  Bigil's  eyes,  Santosham's  greatest  achievement  was  to  raise  awareness 
among  her  people  of  how  the  medical-research  system  works.  Bigil,  42  and  a 
University  of  California-Berkeley  graduate,  says  Apaches  who  participate  in 
trials  today  fully  understand  what  they  are  getting  into.  That  wasn't  the 


case  three  decades  ago  when  she  was  a child  on  the  reservation,  when  it 
seemed  like  a rite  of  passage. 

"I  thought  it  was  just  something  we  had  to  do,"  she  says.  "I  didn't 
realize  it  was  up  to  us.  We  can  choose." 
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Not  enough  medicine  men 
Navajos  short  during  holidays 
By  Bill  Donovan 
Special  for  The  Republic 
Dec.  21,  1999 

WINDOW  ROCK  --  They  may  not  believe  in  Santa  Claus  or  the  Nativity,  but 
Navajo  medicine  men  are  still  preparing  for  a holiday  season  as  busy  as  any 
merchant's  or  Christian  minister's. 

As  the  days  grow  shorter,  many  of  the  50,000  or  so  Navajos  living 
throughout  the  Southwest  begin  planning  to  return  home  --  and  to  seek 
traditional  ceremonies  while  the  whole  family  is  present. 

"This  is  a big  time  for  ceremonies,"  said  Ruth  Roessel,  a teacher  of 
Navajo  culture  at  Rough  Rock  Demonstration  School,  "as  well  as  for  the 
Native  American  Church." 

The  fact  that  this  is  marking  the  end  of  a century  is  creating  a bigger 
demand,  she  said,  as  families  want  to  hold  ceremonies  such  as  the  Blessing 
Way  to  promote  good  feelings  and  harmony  into  the  next  century. 

But  as  demand  for  the  services  of  medicine  men  or  chanters  increases,  the 
number  still  active  continues  to  drop. 

Today,  said  Ben  Silversmith,  a member  of  the  Dineh  Spiritual  and  Cultural 
Society,  there  are  only  about  300  chanters  --  those  who  preside  over 
ceremonies  --  still  active. 

And  the  society,  which  represents  the  interests  of  medicine  men  on  the 
reservation,  says  that  the  average  medicine  man  today  is  in  his  60s. 

"The  ceremonies  are  becoming  a way  for  families  on  the  reservation  to  get 
together,  since  many  of  the  younger  children  are  now  living  off  the 
reservation  attending  college  or  working,"  Roessel  said. 

Navajo  officials  estimate  that  by  the  year  2010,  more  than  half  of  the 
tribal  members  will  be  living  in  cities,  primarily  because  of  the  lack  of 
jobs  on  the  reservation.  Today,  about  one  in  four  of  the  tribe's  220,000 
members  lives  off  the  reservation. 

For  many  elderly  Navajos  still  living  here,  this  becomes  a major  concern, 
Roessel  said,  especially  if  they  have  a feeling  that  something  is  not  going 
right  for  members  living  away  from  their  homelands.  Family  members  will 
then  hold  a ceremony. 

In  many  cases,  the  family  holds  a Blessing  Way,  which  can  run  anywhere 
from  one  to  five  days  and  can  cost  as  little  as  $250.  For  more  serious 
problems,  a family  may  prefer  longer  healing  ceremonies,  such  as  the  Yei 
Bi  Chai,  or  Night  Way,  which  lasts  nine  days  and  can  cost  several  thousand 
dollars . 

Leo  Chischilly  of  the  tribe's  veterans  office  said  he  was  seeing  more 
requests  from  Navajo  veterans  this  year  for  funds  set  up  by  the  tribe  and 
the  Hayden  VA  Medical  Center  in  Phoenix  to  help  pay  for  these  ceremonies. 

Under  the  program.  Veterans  Affairs  will  pay  up  to  $750  for  the  services 
of  a chanter  to  conduct  the  ceremonies;  the  family  will  have  to  pay 
auxiliary  expenses,  such  as  food  or  dancers. 

Earlier  in  this  decade,  traditional  leaders  were  concerned  that  sometime 
in  the  near  future  there  wouldn't  be  enough  chanters  available  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  holiday  seasons. 

But  in  the  past  two  years.  Silversmith  said,  there  has  been  a major 


movement  within  the  tribe  to  deal  with  this  problem,  giving  members  hope 
for  the  first  time  that  traditions  will  be  preserved.  A tribal  program  was 
begun  in  1998  to  train  young  Navajos  to  be  medicine  men,  giving  them  a 
stipend  during  their  apprenticeship  and  paying  a medicine  man  to  train  them. 

Ed  Tso,  coordinator  of  the  tribal  program,  said  that  the  tribe  has  more 
than  50  apprentices  and  40  medicine  men  in  the  program. 

Most  of  the  apprentices  are  learning  healing  ceremonies  the  tribe  thinks 
are  in  danger  of  being  lost  because  only  a few  medicine  men  know  them  or 
because  those  who  know  them  are  close  to  retiring. 

He  pointed  out,  however,  that  it  takes  several  years  for  a person  to  learn 
a ceremony,  even  one  that  takes  one  or  two  days.  That's  in  part  because  the 
student  learns  by  listening  to  the  medicine  man  give  the  chants  over  and 
over  again,  as  tribal  tradition  does  not  allow  taping  or  even  note-taking 
during  the  instruction. 

Roessel  and  others  said  this  means  the  problem  of  the  limited  supply  of 
medicine  men  during  the  holiday  season  will  continue  to  plague  Navajo 
families  for  some  years  to  come. 
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Navajo  Nation  may  be  part  of  Grand  Canyon  development 
By  Dason  Begay 
Navajo  Times  Intern 

GRAND  CANYON  - It  has  potential  for  the  beginnings  of  a prosperous  new 
community  and  the  Navajo  Nation  will  be  a part  of  it. 

The  Economic  Development  Committee  of  the  Navajo  Nation  Council,  voted 
to  officially  give  support  to  Alternative  H at  a regular  meeting  on  Aug.  5. 
Alternative  H has  been  proposed  and  backed  by  Canyon  Forest  Village  for 
the  area  of  the  General  Management  plan  concerning  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Monument. 

The  General  Management  Plan  calls  for  a reduction  of  public  parking 
inside  the  parks  limits.  One  of  the  goals  of  the  plan  is  to  move  as  many 
community  related  business,  such  as  the  school,  bank,  grocery  store,  etc., 
outside  the  park  boundary. 

Only  a limited  number  of  visitors  will  be  allowed  to  drive  into  the 
Grand  Canyon  village.  A light  rail  system  will  transport  remaining 
visitors  into  the  park  from  an  outside  lot  which  would  contain  a transit 
station,  a 30  acre  parking  lot  and,  approval  pending.  Alternative  H. 

As  part  of  Alternative  H,  over  1,000  lodging  units  will  be  supplied  as 
well  as  over  250,000  square  feet  of  retail  space. 

According  to  Terry  Hudgins,  Director  of  Resource  Management  and 
Environmental  Affairs  with  Canyon  Forest  Village,  about  6,500  cars  drive 
through  the  Grand  Canyon  village  each  day.  Throughout  the  area  only  2,500 
parking  spaces  are  available. 

"Right  now,  people  pare  parking  all  over  the  place,"  said  Hudgins. 

Unlike  other  proposed  alternatives  for  the  area.  Alternative  H includes 
20,000  square  feet  planned  for  use  as  an  Indian  Market  Place  which  would 
be  managed  by  nearby  tribes. 

By  giving  its  support  to  the  project,  the  Navajo  Nation  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  tap  into  the  park's  five  million  visitors  a year.  According 
to  a briefing  paper  from  the  USDA  Forest  Service,  visitation  to  the  park 
is  expected  to  range  from  six  to  11  million  in  2010. 

Aresta  Laruso  is  a Navajo  business  owner  in  Flagstaff  who  sees  the 
potential  of  Alternative  H. 

"The  economy  is  depressed  on  our  reservation, " said  the  owner  of 
Deerwater  Design.  "We  have  to  look  beyond  five  and  10  years." 

As  a member  of  the  Cameron  Chapter,  Laruso  said  she  would  like  to  see 
her  community  benefit  from  the  program. 

"What  do  we  have  to  lose?"  she  said. 

Whether  it  be  through  individuals  participating  in  the  proposed  Indian 


Market  Place,  or  the  nation  itself  setting  up  businesses  in  the  area  or 
becoming  an  equity  partner,  it  would  be  a "win-win  situation,"  said 
Hudgins . 

Hudgins  also  said  plans  could  develop  between  Canyon  Forest  Village  and 
the  Navajo  Nation  so  economic  interests  of  the  tribe  can  be  served  by 
bringing  more  tourists  through  the  reservation. 

Canyon  Forest  Village  has  extended  the  invitation  for  participation  to 
eight  Colorado  Plateau  Tribes.  The  Hopi  tribe  has  already  given  their 
support . 

The  closest  community  to  the  park  lies  in  Tusayan,  about  nine  miles 
south  of  the  entrance.  Hudgins  describes  it  as  "a  tourist  trap,  filled 
with  strip  centers,  hotels  and  trinket  shops." 

A major  issue  for  the  project  in  the  past  has  been  in  its  water 
provision.  Originally,  it  was  proposed  to  drill  wells  which  raise  concerns 
from  the  Havasupai  tribe  and  environmental  groups. 

Drilling  created  the  potential  to  diminish  area  springs  and  streams  that 
flow  into  the  canyon  from  the  ground. 

Canyon  Forest  Village  has  since  come  up  with  another  plan  which  calls 
for  purchasing  water  from  the  Colorado  River  and  transporting  it  by  train. 

Along  with  Alternative  H,  two  other  alternatives  have  been  proposed  and 
are  in  the  running  for  the  site.  Both  Alternatives  G and  F include  plans 
to  utilize  ground  water  and  do  not  include  room  for  an  Indian  Market  Place. 

A decision  will  be  made  on  the  accepted  alternative  in  the  spring  of 
1999.  The  lightrail  system  is  expected  to  be  installed  in  the  park  in  2001. 
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Natives  Struggle  to  Keep  Identities 
BY  STEPHEN  BUCKLEY 
THE  WASHINGTON  POST 
December  21,  1999 

ILHA  DO  BANANAL,  Brazil  --As  the  dance  of  the  Spirit  Who  Lives  in  the 
Water  begins,  10-year-old  Nahuria  Karaja  buries  her  face  in  her  mother's 
lap . 

She  doesn't  want  to  watch  another  10-year-old  girl,  nearly  naked  with 
decorative  black  lines  across  her  coppery  skin,  dance  with  two  men  in  straw 
masks  in  this  Indian  village  of  Santa  Isabel.  But  the  dance  --  a ritual  at 
the  heart  of  the  identity  of  Nahuria's  father,  Idjarruri,  and  his  ancestors 
--  proceeds  nonetheless.  The  men  in  the  straw  masks,  shaking  maracas  and 
chanting,  meet  the  girl,  all  black  hair  and  downcast  eyes,  in  the  center  of 
the  path.  They  dance,  separated  by  only  a few  inches. 

As  the  men  dance  with  the  girl,  Adais  Karaja  whispers  to  her  daughter 
that,  no,  "you  won't  have  to  do  it." 

Afterward,  Nahuria  walks  away.  She  is  quiet  for  a long  time. 

This  disconnect  between  a tradition-loving  father  and  his  citified, 
globalized  daughter  has  complicated  Idjarruri  Karaja 's  dramatic  attempt  to 
restore  simplicity  and  tradition  to  his  modern  life. 


Five  years  ago,  Idjarruri,  36,  and  wife  Adais,  37,  left  Brasilia,  the 
capital,  for  this  180-mile-long  chunk  of  land,  bounded  by  two  rivers,  in 
the  heart  of  Brazil.  The  island  had  3,000  people,  12  villages,  few  phones, 
little  electricity  and  no  computers. 

Their  sons  and  daughter  had  grown  up  in  Brazil's  big  cities,  familiar 
with  the  latest  in  technology.  In  1993,  Idjarruri  returned  to  the  land  of 
his  tribe,  the  Karaja,  to  build  a new  village  he  called  Txuiri.  His 
children,  who  knew  neither  the  tribe's  central  myths  nor  its  language,  felt 
little  connection  to  the  island. 

But  Idjarruri  wanted  them  to  know  their  land,  the  possession  the  Karaja 
cherish  above  all  else.  The  land  where  thousands  of  their  ancestors  had  shed 
blood,  fighting  colonists  and  other  tribes.  The  land  that  holds  everything 
you  need,  he  said. 

Idjarruri  wasn't  suddenly  anti-globalization.  He  spoke  of  computers  and 
faxes  and  television  as  "exchanges,"  a return  favor  for  what  the  Indians  had 
taught  the  Portuguese  about  taking  regular  baths  and  hammocks  and  fishing. 

But  he  knew  that  such  exchanges  could  be  dangerous.  The  glare  and 
chatter  of  television,  the  easy  grasp  of  commercial  goods,  the  ubiquitous 
sweep  of  technology  could  whittle  away  one's  sense  of  home. 

He  also  had  a name  to  uphold.  His  late  grandfather,  Uatau  Karaja,  had 
been  a fierce  guardian  of  Indian  rights.  The  Karaja  saw  him  as  an  extension 
of  his  grandfather,  a leader  of  his  people. 

His  mantra  today  is  "Neither  isolation  nor  integration."  Yet,  as  a new 
millennium  dawns,  what  does  that  mean?  Does  it  mean  his  children  can  watch 
"Independence  Day,"  as  long  as  they  also  view  videotapes  of  tribal 
ceremonies?  That  they  can  marry  outside  the  tribe  as  long  as  they  rear 
their  children  in  the  Karaja  culture? 

For  the  Karaja  and  other  indigenous  groups  worldwide,  the  question  is 
this:  Having  survived  four  centuries  of  neglect  and  oppression  at  the  hands 
of  colonizers  and  their  own  leaders,  how  will  they  negotiate  a more  subtle 
but  no  less  critical  challenge  known  as  globalization? 

Brazil's  Indians  already  have  waged  a 500-year  war  against 
globalization . 

So  it's  no  wonder  that  they  have  become  an  international  symbol  of  native 
peoples'  struggle  to  stave  off  change. 

The  Karaja  are  among  the  poorest  tribes;  their  island  is  among  the  least 
developed  of  the  nation's  187  indigenous  territories.  The  Karaja,  who  lived 
across  north-central  Brazil,  saw  their  numbers  tumble  from  45,000  earlier 
this  century  to  roughly  3,000  today.  From  campaigns  of  enslavement  to  the 
stripping  of  their  land,  the  Indians  saw  their  culture  shredded  by 
colonizing  Portuguese  and  Brazilian  adventurers. 

The  estimated  6,000  indigenous  groups  worldwide  have  tragically  similar 
histories:  Outsiders  discover  land  awash  in  natural  resources  and  decide 
indigenous  people  are  in  the  way.  Indigenous  group  gamely  fights  back  but  is 
pushed  to  society's  margins.  Brazilian  Indians  became  so  despised  that  some 
academics  blamed  the  country's  chronic  social  and  economic  underachievement 
on  the  high  percentage,  perhaps  a third,  of  Brazilians  who  are  at  least 
part  Indian. 

Over  the  years,  the  Indians'  yearning  to  retain  their  land  and  values 
has  collided  repeatedly  with  the  development  blueprints  of  multinational 
corporations  and  Brazilian  regimes. 

Numerous  groups  remain  isolated  or  semi-isolated.  Yet  far  more  Indians 
have  meshed  into  Brazilian  society.  Today  many  Indians  speak  Portuguese, 
sometimes  at  the  expense  of  their  tribal  tongue.  More  wear  oxfords  and 
khakis  than  grass  skirts  and  loincloths. 

What  is  new  at  the  end  of  the  20th  century  is  that  Brazilian  Indians 
want  change  --  on  their  terms.  They're  grappling  with  how  to  use 
globalization  to  affirm  their  values,  rather  than  be  enslaved  all  over 
again . 

Idjarruri  Karaja  embodies  that  struggle.  By  the  time  he  returned  to  the 
Ilha  do  Bananal,  his  serious  demeanor,  his  blazing  dark  brown  eyes,  had 
become  well  known  among  Indians.  In  the  early  1980s,  they  chose  him  to 
present  a report  on  the  pitiful  state  of  Indian  education  to  the 
government . 

He  toiled  for  Indian  rights  to  education,  land  and  work.  In  the  early 


1990s,  he  helped  organize  a meeting  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  of  indigenous  peoples 
from  around  the  world. 

When  he  came  to  Txuiri,  he  wanted  the  village  to  defy  the  stereotype  of 
the  backward  Indian.  It  took  more  than  two  years  of  cajoling  and 
negotiating,  but  he  got  both  electricity  and  telephone  lines  in  February 
1997. 

Today  in  Idjarruri's  house,  a computer  with  a 200-megahertz  Pentium 
processor  sits  on  a table  with  a printer,  phone  and  old  gray  telephone-fax 
machine. 

Nahuria's  father  always  tells  his  family  that  they  as  individuals  and  the 
Karaja  as  a people  must  become  economically  viable,  that  computers,  TV  and 
fax  machines  are  just  a beginning. 

"The  people  in  the  world  who  get  respect  are  those  who  are  economically 
strong,"  he  says. 

Someday  soon,  Idjarruri's  sons  will  leave.  Idjarrina  plans  to  earn  a law 
degree.  Idjawala  plans  to  become  a veterinarian . The  question  is  whether 
they  will  return. 

It's  hard  to  overstate  how  badly  Idjarruri  wants  his  children  to  stay  on 
the  island.  He  says  he  might  even  prevent  them  from  marrying  the  person  they 
love  if  they're  not  of  the  Karaja. 

Idjarruri's  determination  to  maintain  his  tribal  land  is  far  from  unusual. 
Whether  it  is  the  Melanesian  in  West  Papua,  the  Innu  in  eastern  Canada  or 
the  Masai  in  Kenya,  the  struggle  for  sovereignty  over  territory  remains 
paramount . 
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Today,  December  15,  1999,  is  the  109th  Anniversary  of  the  great  Hunkpapa 
Chief  Sitting  Bull.  On  December  14,  1890  Standing  Rock  Agent  McLaughlin 
passed  the  order  to  arrest  Sitting  Bull.  The  order  was  given  to  Lieutenant 
Bull  Head,  who  along  with  Sergeants  Shave  Head,  Little  Eagle,  Red  Tomahawk, 
and  Eagle  Man  led  the  force  of  39  Indian  Police  and  four  volunteers 
surrounded  Sitting  Bull's  lodge  before  dawn  on  December  15.  One  hundred  US 
troopers  with  Hotchkiss  and  Gatling  guns  took  up  positions  a few  miles  away. 
Sitting  Bull  was  taken  from  his  bed,  and  by  the  time  he  was  allowed  to 
dress,  a crowd  of  over  100  of  his  people  had  gathered  around  the  cabin.  As 
Catch-the-Bear  and  Strikes-the-Kettle  challenged  other  warriors  to  help  save 
their  chief.  Sitting  Bull  unwittingly  aided  in  his  own  death.  He  began  to 
resist  his  captors  and  refused  to  go  further.  When  he  cried  out  for  help, 
the  two  agitators  immediately  opened  fire  upon  the  police  and  in  seconds 
there  was  general  firing.  Bull  Head  and  Shave  Head  went  down  in  the  first 
volleys,  but  Bull  Head  had  fired  a shot  into  Siting  Bull's  body  and  the  Red 
Tomahawk,  who  was  standing  behind  Sitting  Bull,  shot  him  in  the  head. 

Thus  came  to  an  end  one  of  the  greatest  leaders  of  men  to  be  born.  It  was 
also  the  beginning  of  the  final  conflict  which  would  leave  the  Indian  People 
of  this  continent  under  the  total  control  of  a "foreign"  government  and  way 
of  life. 
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Quebec  doit  modifier  sa  loi  sur  la  communaute  crie 

La  Cour  superieure  ordonne  au  gouvernement  du  Quebec  de  modifier  sa 
legislation  afin  de  respecter  les  droits  constitutionnels  de  la 
communaute  crie.  Les  autochtones  avaient  depose  deux  demandes 
d'injonction  devant  la  Cour  superieure  afin  de  bloquer 
l'octroi  a 27  compagnies  forestiares  de  nouveaux  permis  de 
coupe  sur  un  territoire  couvert  par  la  Convention  de  la  Baie  lames. 

Le  juge  lean-lacques  Croteau  reserve  sa  decision  y plus  tard  pour  ce 
qui  est  de  cette  requite,  mais  il  conclut  dans  son  jugement  que 
Quebec  viole  les  droits  des  Cris  en  ne  soumettant  pas  les  compagnies 
forestiares  au  processus  d' evaluation  environnementale  prevu  dans  la 
Convention  de  la  Baie  lames.  Pour  1' instant,  les  demandes  de 
nouveaux  permis  pourront  Otre  etudiees  par  Quebec  sous  reserve  d'Otre 
soumises  y une  evaluation  plus  poussee. 


THE  QUEBEC  SUPERIOR  COURT  DECLARES  THE  FORESTRY  REGIME  IN  THE  1AMES  BAY 
TERRITORY  UNCONSTITUTIONAL  AND  INOPERATIVE 

Montreal,  December  21,  1999  - 

The  lames  Bay  Crees  have  won  an  important  victory  in  their  fight  against 
forestry  activities  in  their  territory.  In  a decision  released  this 
morning,  the  Honourable  lean-lacques  Croteau  of  the  Quebec  Superior  Court 
has  concluded  that  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Crees  have  been  openly 
and  continuously  violated  by  the  Government  of  Quebec  and  the  forestry 
companies . 

The  Court  concludes  that  the  Quebec  forestry  regime  in  the  lames  Bay 
territory  is  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  lames  Bay  and  Northern 
Quebec  Agreement  and  consequently,  is  unconstitutional  and  inoperative. 

The  Court  decided  that  the  approval  of  general  and  five  year  forest 
management  plans  submitted  by  the  forestry  companies  must  be  subject  to 
full  and  complete  assessments  and  evaluations  of  their  environmental  and 
social  impacts  on  the  Crees  as  provided  for  under  Chapter  22  of  the  lames 
Bay  and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement.  The  forestry  activities  must  moreover 
fully  take  into  account  the  hunting,  fishing  and  trapping  rights  of  the 
Crees  as  provided  for  in  the  lames  Bay  and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement. 

The  Court  held  that  by  the  adoption  of  section  144  of  the  Environment 
Quality  Act,  a section  by  which  Quebec  has  attempted  to  exempt  the 
forestry  regime  from  comprehensive  environmental  assessment,  the 
Government  of  Quebec  short-circuited  the  social  and  environmental 
protection  regime  applicable  in  the  lames  Bay  territory.  The  Court  thus 
found  that  this  section  of  the  law  was  not  valid.  The  Court  held  that  the 
failure  to  submit  the  forestry  activities  to  full  social  and  environmental 
assessment  in  order  to  take  into  account  the  rights  of  the  Crees  is  a 
barbarism. 

The  Court  found  moreover  that  the  regime  put  into  place  by  the  Ministry 
of  Forests  of  Quebec  reflects  a negligent  attitude,  among  other  reasons, 
because  Quebec  has  delegated  the  powers  to  develop  forest  management  plans 
to  the  forestry  companies. 

[Translation]  "By  thus  allowing  the  forestry  companies  to  undertake  a 
dialogue  with  certain  members  of  the  Cree  community,  Quebec  places  these 
companies  in  a conflict  of  interest,  or  at  least,  in  an  appearance  of 
conflict  of  interest,  that  may  constitute  for  the  general  Cree  community  a 
fear  to  be  abused  or  dispossessed  of  certain  rights..." 

The  Court  adds  that  [translation]  "...  this  negligent  attitude  can  also 
be  seen  by  the  public  as  an  appearance  of  conflict  of  interest  and  thus 
throw  discredit  on  the  provincial  administration." 

The  Court  also  states  [translation]  "By  this  attitude  of  the  provincial 
administration,  Quebec  avoids  an  assessment  of  the  social  and 


environmental  impacts  as  provided  for  in  Chapter  22  [of  the  lames  Bay  and 
Northern  Quebec  Agreement]  and  the  Minister,  with  the  Consultative 
Committee. " 

Finally,  the  Court  concluded  that  according  to  the  evidence,  the  present 
approval  process  for  forest  management  plans  adopted  by  Quebec  constitutes 
a systematic  violation  of  certain  provisions  of  the  lames  Bay  and  Northern 
Quebec  Agreement,  and  violates  the  Cree  communities  rights  to  the 
assessment  of  the  social  and  environmental  repercussions  of  the  forestry 
activities  in  their  territory. 

For  the  Grand  Chief  of  the  Crees,  Dr.  Ted  Moses,  this  is  an  important 
decision  and  a decisive  victory  in  the  conflict  which  opposes  the  Crees, 
the  Government  of  Quebec  and  the  forestry  companies.  "The  Crees  have 
denounced  the  actions  of  the  Government  of  Quebec  in  this  matter  since 
many  years.  The  Court  has  fully  vindicated  our  position.  The  present 
forestry  regime  is  quashed  and  must  be  immediately  replaced  by  a new 
regime  which  takes  into  accounts  our  rights"  declared  Grand  Chief  Dr.  Ted 
Moses . 

The  Court  has  given  a six  months  delay  to  the  Quebec  Government  to 
modify  its  legislation  in  order  to  render  that  legislation  in  conformity 
with  the  terms  stipulated  in  the  lames  Bay  and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement. 
The  forestry  activities  may  continue  until  luly  1st,  2000,  after  this  date, 
if  the  regime  is  not  profoundly  changed,  and  if  full  environmental 
assessment  is  not  initiated,  the  Court  reserves  the  rights  of  the  Crees  to 
have  ceased  all  forestry  activities  after  luly  1st,  2000. 

"This  is  a great  victory  for  the  Crees.  This  judgment  is  the  equivalent 
of  the  decision  of  lustice  Malouf  rendered  25  years  ago  in  the  lames  Bay 
file  and  which  lead  to  the  lames  Bay  and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement",  added 
Grand  Chief  Dr.  Ted  Moses.  "Let  us  hope  that  the  Government  of  Quebec 
will  take  this  opportunity  and  seize  the  occasion  in  order  to  end  its 
irresponsible  forestry  management  system"  added  the  Grand  Chief. 

For  more  information  communicate  with: 

Grand  Chef  Dr.  Ted  Moses  Phone  : (514)  232-3104 

Bill  Namagoose  Phone  : (613)  725-7024 
Romeo  Saganash  Phone  : (418)  564-1598 

Brian  Craik  Phone  : (613)  724-1097 

"RE : Wilma  Mankiller"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Dec  1999  13:19:21  EST 
From:  lswordy@aol.com 
Sub j : Wilma 

TAHLEQUAH,  Okla.  (AP)  - Gone  are  the  great  leaders,  handwritten  letters 
and  homemade  root  beer  that  shaped  the  century,  former  Cherokee  Chief 
Wilma  Mankiller  says. 

People  e-mail  instead  of  talk,  and  they  support  chain  stores  instead  of 
mom-and-pop . 

But,  the  future  is  hope,  Mankiller  says,  and  Indians  are  heading 
together  as  survivors  into  the  next  millennium. 

"It's  surprising  given  that  we're  living  in  a fast-pace  world  that  is 
dominated  by  a society  and  culture  that's  much  larger  than  ours,  that  as 
we  enter  the  next  century,  we  still  have  our  own  medicine. 

"We  still  have  our  own  ceremonies  and  language,"  Mankiller  says.  "It's 
an  incredible  act  of  tenacity  and  courage  for  our  people  to  hold  onto 
those  things." 

The  first  female  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  Mankiller  led  the  tribe  in 
tripling  its  enrollment,  doubling  employment  and  building  new  health 
centers  and  children's  programs  during  her  10-year  tenure.  She  chose  not 
to  seek  re-election  in  1995. 

She  has  fought  many  battles  to  greet  the  year  2000. 

Most  recently,  the  54-year-old  was  diagnosed  with  breast  cancer.  She  had 
already  undergone  two  kidney  transplants  and  treatment  for  lymphoma. 

"I'm  enormously  grateful  in  both  traditional  native  medicine  and 
advances  in  the  regular  medical  community  because  they  kept  me  alive,"  she 
says . 


Mankiller  took  time  out  of  a busy  volunteer  schedule  and  medical 
appointments  for  an  afternoon  lunch  to  discuss  what  she  would  miss  of  the 
20th  century. 

She  laughed  at  how  long  it  had  been  since  she  played  a record,  smiled 
when  talking  about  women's  rights  meetings  in  the  1970s,  and  gazed  out  the 
window  when  thinking  of  the  inspirations  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and 
Gandhi . 

"I'll  miss  the  whole  optimism  and  the  faith  of  the  Kennedy  era  when 
people  seemed  to  think  that  absolutely  anything  was  possible,"  she  says. 

One  of  the  things  that  bothers  me  the  most  globally  and  politically 
right  now  is  the  fact  that  there  are  no  great  voices  talking  about  the 
major  issues  of  the  day.  Instead  there  is  a sort  of  centrist  approach  to 
everything.  There's  no  one  willing  to  break  from  the  pack." 

Some  consider  Mankiller  a great  voice. 

President  Clinton  praised  her  as  the  guardian  of  centuries-old  Cherokee 
heritage  and  a "revered  leader"  when  he  presented  her  with  the 
Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom  in  1998.  The  medal  is  the  nation's  highest 
civilian  honor. 

But  perhaps  Mankiller 's  greatest  pride  is  in  the  strength  of  Indians. 

In  1838,  more  than  4,000  Cherokees  died  from  disease,  hunger  and 
exhaustion  after  being  forced  by  the  government  from  their  homes  in 
Georgia,  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  The  1,000-mile  march  to  their  new 
home  in  present-day  Oklahoma  was  called  the  Trail  of  Tears. 

It  is  here  in  Tahlequah  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  established  a new 
government,  public  schools  and  the  first  newspaper  in  Indian  Territory. 

Now,  with  200,000  members,  the  tribe  is  second  in  size  only  to  the  Navajo. 

"I'm  enormously  grateful  that  we  enter  the  21st  century  as  a culturally 
distinct  people,"  she  says.  "If  you  look  at  our  history  you  can  see  the 
likelihood  of  that  happening  - that  there  were  all  kinds  of  federal 
policies  designed  to  make  sure  we  would  not." 

"RE : Navajo  Sheepherding"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Sep  1999  02:56:24  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@LI.ARIZONA.edu 

Sub j : Navajo  sheepherding:  Returning  to  the  flock:  Family  separated  by 
time,  joined  by  tradition  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sun,  05  Sep  1999  13:00:08  -0700 

http: //www. azcentral . com/ news/ reid/ s heeph erd ing. shtml 

Betty  Reid,  a reporter  for  'The  Arizona  Republic, ' was  born  in  Tuba  City 
in  1958  and  grew  up  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  in  a traditional  family  of 
sheepherders . Where  Tradition  Meets  Today  starts  an  occasional  series  of 
essays  about  how  the  echoes  of  her  native  culture  often  clash  with  modern 
America . 

Returning  to  the  flock 

Family  separated  by  time,  joined  by  tradition 

By  Betty  Reid 

The  Arizona  Republic 

May  9,  1999 

BODAWAY  - My  view  is  breathtaking.  Outside  my  window,  red  buttes  and  deep 
purple  mesas  sweep  skyward  to  the  sapphire  heavens. 

The  Kaibab  mountains  snake  across  the  horizon  before  ducking  into  the 
Grand  Canyon.  Behind  me  salmon-colored  Echo  Cliffs  perch  on  high  desert. 

The  silent  land  is  interrupted  only  by  a meadowlark's  song. 

Vacation?  Nope,  this  is  Navajo  sheepherding  - urban  style. 

My  view  is  from  the  seat  of  my  4X4  truck,  parked  on  a hill  near  Bodaway, 
80  miles  north  of  Flagstaff.  I'm  overlooking  a gully  that  empties  into  the 
Little  Colorado  River.  My  mother  and  Aunt  Jeanette's  tiny  herd  of  17  goats 
and  three  sheep,  graze  below. 

It  tickles  my  non-Navajo  friends  in  Phoenix  to  think  I tend  sheep  some 
weekends.  What  they  don't  know,  and  I can't  describe  for  them,  is  how  much 
the  sheep  are  still  part  of  me  and  have  been  the  focus  of  Navajo  life  for 


generations . 

My  journey  to  sheep  camp  usually  begins  on  a Saturday  morning  from  the 
big  city.  I fill  up  the  truck  with  gas  and  leave  behind  the  Valley  - the 
screaming  ambulances,  churning  dishwasher,  chattering  newscasts  and  people 
in  a hurry. 

When  I reach  my  mother  Dorothy's  home  in  Tuba  City  four  hours  later, 
life  has  gotten  slower,  quieter. 

The  community  of  10,000  in  northern  Arizona  is  a mini  version  of  city 
life  - with  schools,  hospitals,  tourist  joints,  government  buildings,  fast 
food  and  neighborhoods.  But  it  has  two  traffic  lights  and  fewer  than  a 
dozen  stop  signs. 

My  two  daughters  and  I check  in  with  my  mother,  who  usually  has  our 
schedule  for  Sunday  mapped  out.  While  we  tend  their  herd,  the  women,  both 
in  their  70s,  take  care  of  chores  such  as  trips  to  the  laundry  or  the 
grocery  store. 

My  mother  and  aunt  divide  their  time  between  Tuba  City  and  sheep  camps 
in  Bodaway,  31  miles  west. 

Leaving  sheep  behind 

They  are  armed  with  an  oral  legacy  of  how  the  Reeds,  of  the  Bitter  Water 
and  Many  Goats  clans,  ran  sheep  on  sprawling  land  east  of  the  roaring 
Colorado  River. 

Their  story  is  changing  with  my  generation  of  Navajos. 

We  attended  school  and  learned  modern  ways.  Our  lives  quickly  changed  in 
the  1970s  and  '80s  and  continue  changing  today. 

Our  jobs  took  us  away  from  the  sheep.  Asphalt,  air  pollution  and  the 
American  Dream  replaced  the  wide  views,  sage-scented  air  and  nomadic  ways. 

Herds  of  sheep  and  goats  still  criss-cross  the  range  but  are  fewer 
because  of  tribal  livestock  restrictions  or  simply  the  age  of  their  owners 

Where  large  herds  once  gathered,  stone  corrals  stand  empty.  The  hardend 
green  dung  dotting  the  dirt  hints  at  their  former  use. 

Some  elderly  Navajos,  physically  unable  to  tend  their  animals,  have  sold 
flocks  that  once  would  have  gone  to  the  next  generation. 

Some  of  their  children  and  grandchildren  now  live  different  lives,  both 
on  the  reservation  and  off,  and  rely  on  a wage  economy. 

I am  one  of  the  Navajo  children  who  joined  the  mainstream. 

Sadness  overwhelms  me  when  my  mother  says,  in  Navajo,  "I  imagine  my  life 
and  that  of  the  sheep  will  end  soon." 

"Ha'atishdoo  ya  ahal  yaa'doo?"  "Who  will  take  care  of  the  sheep?" 

She  could  be  speaking  for  Navajos  everywhere  who  worry  about  the 
vanishing  tradition. 

Will  it  disappear  along  with  my  mother's  generation? 

Sheep  are  life  to  the  women.  Each  morning  the  language  of  their  prayers 
to  the  Holy  People  is  laced  with  homages  to  the  flock. 

"We  take  care  of  sheep,  they  take  care  of  us,"  is  their  motto.  The  women 
own  the  sheep  and  goat  herds,  which  were  gifts  from  their  mothers  before 
starting  a family  of  their  own. 

They  can  trade  a sheep  for  a truckload  of  wood  for  the  winter.  Or  they 
can  donate  a sheep  or  goat  to  a relative  for  a curing  ceremony. 

And  when  my  mother  has  a ceremony  of  her  own,  those  relatives  return  the 
favor  by  bringing  their  own  sheep  for  food. 

Or  they  can  sell  a sheep  for  $60  to  $70  to  Navajos  with  a mutton  craving 
The  money  can  be  stretched  a month  or  more,  buying  groceries,  gas  or  truck 
repairs . 

Two  decades  ago,  when  we  had  more  sheep,  my  Aunt  Jeanette  used  the  wool 
to  weave  pretty  rugs.  Now  she  buys  her  wool  at  Tuba  City  Trading  Post. 

Armed  with  instructions 

Sheep  placed  the  extended  family  on  a seasonal  schedule. 

In  the  spring,  lambs  and  kids  were  born.  My  family  came  together  for 
shearing  in  late  spring  and  sold  burlap  sacks  of  wool  at  the  now-defunct 
Cedar  Ridge  Trading  Post. 

In  late  summer,  lambs  were  sold  to  the  traders.  In  the  cold  winters, 
baby  animals  often  froze  to  death. 

It  turned  into  a survival  of  the  fittest.  My  mother  believes  that  lambs 
born  in  the  dead  of  winter  are  more  adaptable,  healthier  and  sold  for  more 
at  the  trading  post. 


She  and  my  aunt  still  rely  on  the  help  of  their  family  to  run  their 
sheep . 

Sometimes  they  hire  sheepherders  for  $10  a day.  Or  they  enlist  my 
brother  William,  a biology  instructor  at  Tuba  City  High,  on  the  weekends 
and  holidays  to  help  with  the  herd. 

When  my  daughters,  laylene,  16,  and  Ninabah,  4,  and  I visit,  my  mother 
volunteers  us  to  care  for  her  flock. 

Before  she  dispatches  us,  she  issues  orders: 

Take  the  sheep  south  where  there  is  plenty  of  greasewood  on  the  sunny 
side  of  the  gray  butte.  Then  take  the  flock  to  the  earthen  dam  east  of  Red 
Butte . 

Make  sure  the  straggler  goat  (the  one  with  the  cow  bell)  stays  with  the 
herd . 

Feed  the  two  cats  and  three  dogs  and  be  sure  the  food  is  divided  evenly 
among  them.  Watch  the  red  dogj  he's  a pig. 

Before  we  leave  for  sheep  camp,  we  stop  at  Tuba  City  Bashas'  grocery 
store  for  bottled  water,  bagels,  Cheddar  cheese,  crackers,  Lunchables, 
granola  bars,  apples,  chips  and  soda.  We  also  stop  for  gas,  as  this  will 
be  an  expedition  into  territory  far  from  any  services. 

Although  five  electric  transmission  lines  snake  through  the  reservation 
to  major  cities  around  the  West,  the  homes  near  Bodaway  lack  electricity 
and  running  water. 

Outhouses,  cast-iron  stoves,  kerosene  lamps  and  flashlights  are  everyday 
necessities.  The  only  signs  of  progress  are  pickup  trucks  and  framed 
hogans . 

Unlike  yesteryear,  when  my  family  and  I guided  sheep  on  foot,  my 
daughters  and  I tend  sheep  city-slicker  style.  On  this  cold  December 
Sunday,  we  pile  into  my  red  Toyota  (that  has  an  air  conditioner  and 
heater) . 

We  have  goosedown  jackets,  wool  socks,  thick  sweaters,  sunglasses, 
fleece-lined  jeans,  caps,  gloves,  Nike  hiking  boots,  sun  block,  lip  balm 
and  a CD  player  with  headphones.  Tracy  Chapman,  Violent  Femmes,  Grateful 
Dead,  Fleetwood  Mac  and  Sharon  Burch  are  ready  to  entertain  us. 

My  teenage  daughter  brings  along  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  and  my  toddler 
lugs  a bag  of  coloring  books  and  paper  for  doodling.  Winnie  the  Pooh,  a 
snoring  Ernie  and  a bear  named  "Sniff"  climb  in  with  her. 

My  mother  notices  the  load  and  jokes,  "Moving  somewhere?" 

Changing  times 

When  I was  a young  girl,  a sheepherder  wore  a thin  shirt,  a jacket, 
canvas  sneakers,  jeans  and  a simple  scarf.  They  carried  a rusty  can  loaded 
with  pebbles  attached  to  bailing  wire.  The  noisy  container  came  in  handy 
when  sheep  or  goats  turned  stubborn  and  refused  to  follow  the  main  herd. 

Rusty  old  cans  now  dot  the  landscape. 

And  yesterday's  sheepherder  took  one  slice  of  day-old  ash  bread  or  cold 
frybread  to  nibble  on.  I recall  many  times  my  then-young  brothers  and 
cousins  survived  on  two  meals  a day  as  their  little  legs  carried  them  far 
away  from  the  main  camp. 

And  when  the  sheep  and  dogs  drank  the  muddy  water  behind  the  earthen  dam, 
we  also  quenched  our  thirst  from  cupped  hands. 

My  late  grandmother  Edith  would  throw  a fit  when  she  caught  her 
grandsons  and  sheep  dogs  taking  a dip  together  in  the  sheep's  water. 

I drank  from  behind  the  dam  for  the  last  time  as  a teenager.  We  were 
camped  at  Missing  Tooth  Hill  in  north  Bodaway. 

I knelt  by  the  water  under  a cloudless  summer  day.  Sweating  from  the 
day's  work,  I drank  from  a clear  spot  on  the  water's  edge.  At  least  I did 
until  I noticed  movement  to  my  left  and  watched  a black-and-yellow  snake 
skinny-dipping  an  arm's  length  away.  I never  forgot  my  canteen  after  that. 

In  the  1960s  and  '70s,  my  mother  and  aunt  had  400  head  of  sheep.  Even  a 
decade  ago  their  flock  numbered  250. 

In  the  warmer  months,  they  roamed  the  remote  land  around  Bodaway  near 
Twin  Hills , The  Place  Where  The  Mesas  Come  Together,  Pillow  Hill,  The 
Place  Where  the  Light  Earthen  Dam  Is,  or  The  Watering  Hole  Where  the 
Horses  Go  In  Reverse. 

Come  winter,  the  flock  moved  west  to  The  Place  Among  The  Sage  Brush, 


closer  to  the  confluence  of  the  Colorado  and  Little  Colorado  rivers. 


Not  so  simple 

Today,  on  the  dirt  road  to  Red  Butte,  my  daughter  Ninabah  is  entertained 
by  the  dust  snaking  behind  the  truck.  She  complains  when  the  bouncing 
truck  ruins  a straight  line  in  her  coloring  book. 

We  reach  sheep  camp  just  below  Red  Butte  where  the  goats  and  sheep  are 
penned  in  a haphazard  fence  of  wire  and  wooden  boards.  The  dogs  meet  us 
with  their  barks  and  the  goats  perk  up  their  ears. 

On  this  trip  it's  just  the  three  of  us  and  the  herd. 

I detangle  the  rusted  bed  spring  that  serves  as  a corral  gate.  The  goats 
rush  for  the  entrance  and  I turn  them  south  toward  the  giant  gully. 

Some  of  my  non-Navajo  friends  guess  that  herding  sheep  is  like  taking  a 
great  hike.  You  walk  and  check  out  the  landscape. 

It's  not  quite  that  simple.  Once  the  sheepherder  decides  where  to  go, 
the  next  chore  is  to  make  sure  the  wooly  creatures  stay  together  and  move 
in  a similar  path. 

As  usual,  a few  pesky  goats  decide  where  they  will  graze  and  move  to 
places  you  don't  want  them  to. 

As  a youngster  herding  sheep  near  the  Grand  Canyon  rim,  I recall  goats 
would  wander  near  the  sheer  walled  areas.  My  mother  warned  me  to  stay  away 
from  the  edge  because  the  Wind  People  lived  there  and  might  pull  me  into 
the  canyon. 

Running  a smaller  herd  on  flat  rolling  land  is  easier.  And  with  a 
vehicle,  a sheepherder  can  park  on  top  of  the  tallest  nearby  butte  and 
keep  tabs  on  the  herd. 

And  it's  on  top  of  a butte  overlooking  a snarling  gully  that  we  park  the 
Toyota,  laylene  pulls  out  the  headphones  and  begins  to  tap  the  window. 

Ninabah  whines,  "Let's  go  home  and  watch  TV.  I miss  my  cartoons." 

Slowly  grazing 

In  the  distance,  my  mother's  tiny  herd  moves  slowly  as  they  graze.  That 
means  there's  plenty  to  eat.  When  vegetation  is  sparse,  the  herd  moves 
quickly. 

It's  quiet  out  here  and  occasionally  a jet  will  tow  a contrail  across 
the  sky. 

Sometimes  I hear  a sheep's  bleating  or  the  clang  of  the  cow  bell  as  that 
slow  goat  moves.  Or  dog  barks  at  a jackrabbit  hiding  beneath  a boulder. 

At  noon,  we  drop  the  tailgate  and  break  out  the  cheese,  crackers  and 
Lunchables . 

At  day's  end,  the  goats  and  sheep  wander  back  to  Red  Butte.  They  stop  to 
drink  behind  the  earthen  dam  before  reaching  the  corral. 

When  we  drive  into  camp  after  them,  my  mother  waits  by  the  corral, 
leanette  had  dropped  her  off  so  she  could  check  on  the  herd. 

The  last  task  of  the  day  is  laylene' s,  who  pairs  the  mother  goats  to  the 
kids,  with  the  help  of  colored  strings  identifying  the  pairs. 

While  laylene  does  that,  another  goat  gives  birth  to  twins.  My  mother 
tenderly  picks  up  one  bleating  kid  goat,  soaked  in  yellowish  birth  fluid. 

This  one  we  take  back  to  Tuba  City.  Its  mother  has  already  abandoned  it, 
licking  and  nuzzling  its  sibling. 

My  mother  places  the  goat  inside  an  empty  cardboard  box  lined  with  rags. 

Back  in  the  truck,  we  head  to  Tuba  City.  She  sits  with  the  box  on  her 
lap  and  asks  me  to  turn  up  the  heater. 

laylene  wants  a bath  to  wash  off  the  dust.  Ninabah  demands  a Happy  Meal 
at  McDonald's. 

In  Tuba  City,  my  mother  buys  a Gerber  baby  bottle  and  fixes  warm  milk  in 
leanette's  hogan  to  feed  the  kid  goat. 

"Ya ' di ' ladinii?"  ("What  are  you  saying?")  she  asks  the  goat  softly  as 
though  speaking  to  an  irritated  infant. 

She  gently  places  it  on  a rag  in  her  lap  and  props  up  its  wobbly  head. 
Her  arthritic  hand  holds  the  bottle. 

She  pries  open  its  mouth,  inserts  the  bottle's  nipple  and  gently  presses 
down  on  the  little  goat's  nostrils.  She  repeats  the  gesture  until  the 
animal  tastes  the  milk  and  begins  to  suck. 

"Yucky!"  shouts  my  niece  Veronica  Yellowhair,  watching  sticky  stuff 


slide  off  the  goat's  hide. 

"It's  stinky,  huh?"  chimes  in  my  4-year-old.  "It  needs  a tissue  to  wipe 
its  nose." 

Little  Veronica  lives  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  my  daughter  lives  with  me 
in  the  Valley. 

I translate  their  words  for  my  mother,  who  chuckles  and  looks  at  me. 

"They  don't  understand  my  lifestyle,  do  they?" 

Then  she  asks  me  a favor. 

"Would  you  explain  to  the  little  sanis  (women)  here  that  sheep  and  goats 
have  always  been  and  will  be  a part  of  my  life  during  my  time  on  earth? 

"And  add  that  their  parents  were  raised  caring  for  sheep  and  goats  until 
they  ran  off  to  the  big  cities?" 

I'll  tell  them. 

Betty  Reid  can  be  reached  via  e-mail  at  betty.reid@pni.com 
or  by  phone  at  (602)  444-8885. 
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Predator  hunting  contests  banned 
Commission  votes  3-2  after  intense  debate 
By  Barry  Burkhart 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Sept.  12,  1999 

FLAGSTAFF  - In  a highly  controversial  decision,  the  Arizona  Game  and  Fish 
Commission  voted  Saturday  to  ban  hunting  contests  for  animals  such  as 
foxes,  coyotes  or  bobcats. 

The  3-2  decision  banning  the  contests  for  predatory  animals,  fur-bearing 
animals  or  non-game  animals  followed  intense  debate  between  hunters  and 
anti-hunting  groups. 

More  than  11,000  Arizonans  sent  letters,  e-mails  and  faxes  to  the 
commission  in  the  past  year  calling  for  an  end  to  the  contests. 

The  issue  has  been  broiling  since  Danuary  1998. 

Before  that,  hunters  of  predators  had  held  small  contests  with  little 
public  outcry.  But  the  public  cried  long  and  loud  after  two  Mesa  men 
organized  Predator  Hunter  Extreme  to  reduce  the  number  of  predatory 
animals . 

The  contest  offered  a $10,000  first  prize  for  the  most  predators  - 
mostly  coyotes  - killed  by  an  entrant.  But  public  outrage  canceled  the 
competition . 

In  March  1998,  another  predator  hunt,  this  one  to  be  held  in  Campe  Verde, 
also  fell  victim  to  public  lambasting. 

Some  hunters  decried  the  predator  hunt  ban,  saying  it  amounts  to  an 
attack  on  hunting  in  general. 

A coalition  of  animal-rights  activists  and  wildlife-preservation  groups 
has  described  body-count  contests  as  a cruel  relic  of  bygone  days. 

After  the  vote,  commission  Chairman  Bill  Berlat  of  Tucson  said  the 
contests  are  held  mostly  for  coyotes,  which  number  as  high  as  300,000  in 
Arizona.  And  the  number  killed  during  the  contests,  he  said,  generally  is 
small . 

"There  was  never  any  great  take,"  he  said. 

The  commission  has  been  at  odds  over  the  issue  since  last  spring.  At  a 
public  meeting  held  in  Tucson,  Commissioner  Mike  Golightly  of  Flagstaff  and 
Berlat  made  it  clear  that  they  favored  banning  commercial  predator  hunts. 

Dennis  Manning  of  Alpine  was  strongly  opposed,  and  new  Commissioners  Doe 
Carter  of  Safford  and  Hays  Gilstrap  of  Phoenix  sided  with  Manning  on 
putting  off  a final  decision  until  the  September  meeting. 


On  Saturday,  it  was  Gilstrap  who  cast  the  deciding  vote. 

At  the  outset  of  Saturday's  hearing,  Berlat  told  the  audience,  "The 
issue  we're  confronting  is  whether  there  should  be  contests  to  kill 
predators,  not  whether  we  should  hunt  them.  Let's  not  mix  apples  and 
oranges."  Later  he  said,  "This  is  not  a hunting  issue." 

Manning  disagreed. 

"We're  ignoring  the  wishes  of  our  constituency  (hunters),"  he  said. 

"This  is  far  more  important  than  predator  contests.  This  is  an  attack  (on 
hunting)  by  anti-hunting  groups." 

Brad  Kerby  of  Phoenix,  who  is  the  attorney  and  representative  of  the 
Wildlife  Conservation  Council,  which  represents  30  hunting-related 
conservation  organizations,  said  the  commissioners  should  look  at  "your 
constituents  (hunters)." 

Testifying  about  anti-hunting  groups,  Kerby  said:  "Our  rights  have  hung 
too  long  on  the  collective  whims  of  the  uninformed  masses." 

D.D.  Schubert,  a wildlife  biologist  who  represented  four  anti-hunting 
groups  in  the  hearing,  said  that  times  are  changing. 

"You  have  to  consider  what  the  public  wants,"  he  said.  "Their  outlook  on 
hunting  is  evolving." 

Many  hunters  voiced  a feeling  of  betrayal  by  the  commission.  They  said 
they  supplied  much  of  the  money  used  to  finance  Game  and  Fish's  budget 
through  their  license  fees.  Yet  they  lost  the  battle. 

Gail  Tobin,  a rancher  in  northern  Arizona,  said,  "My  point  is  that  these 
hunts  are  a management  tool  for  the  Arizona  Game  and  Fish  Department.  "It 
doesn't  cost  them  anything.  And  the  hunts  help  get  rid  of  problem  coyotes 
in  concentrated  areas.  We're  trying  to  help  them  (Game  and  Fish)." 

Barry  Burkhart  can  be  reached  via  e-mail  at 
barry . burkhart@pni . com  or  at  (602)  444-8454. 
c.  Copyright  1999,  Arizona  Central 

— "RE:  Washita"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Dec  1999  14:15:09  -0500 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  <jsd@SOVER.NET> 

Sub j : Washita 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Quite  some  time  ago  "Washita,  Genocide  On  The  Great  Plains"  was  made 
accessible  at  the  First  Nations  site.  The  author  has  now  made  the  second 
phase  of  this  work  accessible. 

The  first  of  three  parts  of  the  "Implications  of  Washita,  Genocide  On 
The  Great  Plains"  can  be  seen  at  <http://www.tolatsga.org/wasvolla.html>: 

The  United  States  government  instigated  a policy  of  genocide  against 
the  Plains  Indians,  expressed  in  part  in  its  military  attack  on  the 
congregation  of  the  Plains  Indian  tribes- -including  men,  women  and 
children  of  all  ages--assembled  as  prisoners  of  war  at  a refuge  set  aside 
for  them  by  the  army  on  the  Washita  River.  The  attacks  at  Sand  Creek,  the 
Little  Big  Horn,  and  Wounded  Knee  are  manifestations  of  this  same  policy 
of  genocide.  The  Washita  attack  was  part  of  a plan  to  dispossess  the 
Plains  Indians  of  the  Great  Plains,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  1851 
Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie,  which  set  the  region  aside  and  which  was  ratified 
by  Congress  to  be  a common  hunting  ground  for  these  tribes,  plus  a game 
refuge  for  the  buffalo. 

The  intent  of  the  treaty  was  to  protect  the  buffalo  so  that  the  Plains 
Indians  would  have  a food  supply.  With  the  national  push  to  get  the 
transcontinental  railroad  constructed,  private  businessmen.  Congress  and 
the  government  administration  allowed  and  in  fact  promoted  the 
extermination  of  the  buffalo  so  as  to  clear  the  plains  of  Indian 
tribes.  With  the  Plains  Indians  reduced  to  a status  of  starvation,  and 
harried  by  repeated  attacks  on  their  villages,  the  military  negotiated 
individual  treaties  with  the  Plains  Indians,  obtaining  their  permission  to 
relocate  in  exchange  for  food  and  protection  from  attack.  However,  because 
the  1851  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  includes  provisions  stipulating  that  the 


United  States  government  and  the  Plains  Indians  jointly  agree  that  the 
Great  Plains  would  be  set  aside  as  a common  hunting  grounds  for  the  tribes 
and  because  the  treaty  was  not  jointly  abrogated  at  any  time,  nor  any  of 
the  provisions  relinquished  jointly,  the  treaty  still  stands.  Part  I 
concludes  that  for  this  reason  the  Great  Plains  should  be  returned  to  the 
Plains  Indians  collectively. 

Iordan  S.  Dill 
jsd@sover.net 
SoVerNet 
VMX . #146 
Toll  Free 
(877)877-2120 

"RE: 

Date:  Mon,  25 
From:  "AliceH" 

Sub j : Navajo  R 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Tucson  Citizen  2C 
OCTOBER  25,  1999 

Navajo  Rangers  Combat  Illegal  Dumps 
By  MICHELLE  RUSHLO 
Associated  Press  Writer 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Ariz.  (AP)  - Navajo  Ranger  Kevin  Gleason  has  a dirty  job,  a 
really  dirty  job. 

Day  after  day,  he  probes  and  stakes  out  mounds  of  rusted  appliances, 
broken  halogen  lamps,  egg  crates  and  rotting  sofas. 

"The  ones  I have  a hard  time  going  through  are  the  ones  with  the  diapers, 
said  Gleason,  flashing  a quick  smile. 

He  and  four  other  rangers  are  digging  through  these  pungent  messes 
hoping  to  stop  a generations-old  Navajo  practice  - open  dumping. 

There  is  no  door-to-door  trash  pickup  on  the  4.8  million-acre  Navajo 
Reservation.  It's  often-isolated  homes  and  size  - slightly  smaller  than 
New  Jersey  - make  suburban-style  trash  pickup  impossible,  tribal  officials 
say. 

This  summer,  rangers  began  heavy  enforcement  on  illegal  dumps  around  the 
largest  Navajo  communities,  issuing  tickets  for  every  infraction  and 
picking  over  trash  for  identifying  information. 

The  Navajo  Environmental  Protection  Agency  has  uncovered  465  makeshift 
illegal  dumps  on  the  reservation  and  has  begun  cleaning  them  up.  But  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $30  million,  it's  slow  going. 

So  for  now,  Gleason  and  his  fellow  rangers  are  left  to  fight  the  tide  of 
garbage  by  donning  rubber  gloves  and  face  masks  and  poking  their  way 
through  refuse  - bag  by  bag,  appliance  by  appliance.  They  look  for  letters 
or  other  information  that  will  identify  the  person  who  left  the  trash. 

Gleason  visits  certain  trash  piles  so  often  he  can  immediately  tell  when 
new  black  trash  bags  were  thrown  in  overnight. 

"It's  hard  for  some  of  these  people  to  understand  there's  laws  against 
it.  They  say  it's  their  land.  We're  trespassing,"  Gleason  said  as  he 
sifted  through  a pair  of  fresh  bags  at  one  site. 

Getting  caught  can  result  in  a minimum  $100  ticket.  But  Calvert  L. 

Curley  of  the  Navajo  EPA  said  the  fines  can  climb  as  high  as  $600  once  all 
related  infractions  are  added  up. 

"It's  been  a problem  for  so  many  years.  It's  mainly  because  there  was  no 
enforcement,"  Curley  said. 

Doe  Lee  Yazzie,  63,  said  part  of  the  dumping  problem  stems  from  a lack 
of  respect  for  traditional  Navajo  beliefs.  Yazzie,  a community  leader  in 
nearby  St.  Michaels,  said  traditional  Navajos  believe  that  they  are  to 
keep  Mother  Earth  clean. 

The  earth  is  "what  we  live  on,  that's  what  we  eat  from,"  he  said. 

He  hired  a tractor  to  rip  out  part  of  the  dirt  road  leading  to  an 
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illegal  dump  near  his  boyhood  home,  but  dumpers  cut  down  trees  along  the 
road  and  simply  drove  around  the  trenches  he  cut  to  block  the  way. 

Charles  Damon,  a 67-year-old  retiree  in  Window  Rock,  said  many  Navajos 
are  reluctant  to  use  dumping  stations  because  they  charge  to  dispose  of 
trash . 

"They  don't  have  funds  to  haul  their  own  trash.  So  what  they  do,  the 
first  arroyo  or  ravine  they  see,  they  just  dump  it  in  there,"  said  Damon, 
who  estimates  60  percent  of  his  neighbors  illegally  dump. 

"Us  poor  people  don't  save  for  certain  things.  We  save  our  money  for 
food  and  lodging.  We  don't  have  money  for  dumping  trash,"  he  said. 

Damon,  who  pays  someone  $19  a month  to  take  his  trash  away,  said 
transportation  can  also  be  a problem.  Dumping  stations  are  sometimes 
dozens  of  miles  away. 

Damon  and  Gleason  said  some  Navajos  don't  understand  dumping  endangers 
people's  health.  Many  of  the  illegal  dumps  are  located  along  washes,  dry 
creek  beds  that  only  run  during  heavy  rains. 

"They  say  'When  the  next  big  rain  comes,  we  won't  have  to  worry  about 
it,"'  Gleason  said.  "But  the  next  person  will." 
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From:  chris(3flamestrike.HACKS. ARIZONA. edu 
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2 charged  in  killing  of  officer 
Father,  son  facing  the  death  penalty 
Associated  Press 
Dec.  12,  1999 

FLAGSTAFF  - A father  and  son  have  been  charged  in  connection  with  the 
murder  of  a White  Mountain  Apache  police  officer. 

Frank  Monte  Banashley  3r.,  18,  and  his  father,  Frank  Banashley  Sr.,  38, 
both  of  Whiteriver,  also  have  been  charged  in  federal  court  with 
discharging  a 9mm  handgun. 

If  convicted  in  federal  court  in  Phoenix  on  the  murder  charges,  both  men 
could  be  sentenced  to  death,  authorities  say. 

Tenny  Gatewood  3r.,  38,  of  Flon  Dah  was  killed  Thursday  while  patrolling 
in  a remote,  wooded  area  of  the  eastern  Arizona  reservation. 

Gatewood  was  the  first  White  Mountain  Apache  officer  killed  in  the  line 
of  duty.  Fie  was  married  and  had  four  children. 

Gatewood,  a nine-year  veteran  of  the  department,  stopped  a vehicle  that 
matched  the  description  of  one  used  in  a beer  burglary  at  a convenience 
store . 

Gatewood  struggled  with  the  two  men  and  was  shot  in  the  head  with  his 
own  gun,  police  said. 

While  in  court  Friday,  the  elder  Banashley  told  the  federal  magistrate 
that  he  was  a Salt  River  Pima  who  had  lived  most  of  his  life  in  the 
Whiteriver  area  and  worked  as  a logger,  the  Arizona  Daily  Sun  reported 
Saturday. 

The  younger  Banashley  told  the  court  that  he  just  turned  18  in  October, 
had  a 10th-grade  education  and  was  expecting  a child  soon.  Fie,  too,  worked 
as  a logger  and  his  mother  is  Navajo,  the  newspaper  said. 

According  to  a report  by  FBI  Special  Agent  Kim  Kelly,  the  son 
acknowledged  entering  the  convenience  store  and  taking  a six-pack  of  soda. 
Fie  reported  seeing  his  father  kick  open  the  door  and  walk  out  with  several 
packs  of  beer,  the  newspaper  said. 

Later,  after  Gatewood  pulled  over  their  truck,  the  son  said  his  father 
stepped  out  of  the  vehicle  and  a scuffle  ensued.  The  father  wrestled  the 
pistol  away  from  Gatewood  and  fired  a shot  into  the  officer's  head,  the 
Sun  reported. 
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"RE ; Write-in  Peltier  in  2000"  

From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Date:  Mon,  27  Dec  1999  23:31:21  EST 

Sub j : From  one  Army  of  One  to  another...  WRITE-IN  PELTIER  IN  2000 
Hey  Doni-- 

This  is  Harvey  Arden,  Leonard's  editor.  Great  to  have  your  personal 
commitment  to  WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT  IN  2000...  You're 
among  the  first  to  formally  announce  your  commitment.  We  really  need  to 
get  this  ball  rolling--the  write-in  campagn,  I mean... in  the  months  just 
ahead.  New  Hampshire  Primary  is  Feb  l...we  want  Leonard's  name  out  there 
in  every  way  possible.  He  can  draw  hundreds  of  thousands,  even  millions 
of  votes  NATIONWIDE  next  November  if  we  really  get  this  notion  of  a 
write-in  campaign  out  to  the  people ...  online,  on  radio,  on  TV,  on  bush 
telegraph  or  whatever.  Let  the  words  "FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER"  ring  out  in 
a noisy  and  incessant  duet  with  "WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT 
IN  2000!" 

Maybe  the  Dems,  during  the  primaries,  will  see  that  we're  actually 
drawing  a percentage  point  or  2 or  3 or  5 away  from  their  candidate;  not 
much,  maybe,  at  first  glance.  But  maybe  they  will  also  see  that,  without 
those  1-5%  points  next  November,  they  canNOT  win!  If  the  Democrats  win 
at  all  it  will  be  by  the  slimmest  of  margins ...  and  those  few  percentage 
points  are  essential  to  them.  We  can  actually  effect  the  outcome  of 
the  election  in  2000!  Voting  for  Leonard  is  in  no  way  "wasting"  your 
vote... just  the  opposite,  it's  making  it  actually  count  for  once! 

If  the  Dems  want  us  to  back  off  or  even  voluntarily  back  out  of  the 
electoral  fray,  let  Bradley  or  Gore  or  both  say  something  positive  NOW,  in 
New  Hampshire  , about  Leonard's  case:  They  need  to  (#  1 and  above  all 

else)  publicly  call  for  Leonard's  immediate  release  by  President  Clinton 
via  executive  clemency  and/or  (#2)  call  for  a public  televised  hearing 
about  the  whole  matter  of  the  FBI's  decades-long  war  on  Leonard  Peltier 
and  the  American  Indian  Movement.  It's  time  the  American  people  heard 
from  their  employees  at  the  FBI  just  what's  been  going  on  over  there 
these  past  decades ...  and  especially  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  during 
the  Years  1973-1976.  Let's  have  a Truth  & Reconciliation  Tribunal  as 
they've  done  in  South  Africa... let  EVERYONE  admit  their  sins  and  ALL, 
even  the  most  shamefully  guilty,  be  absolved  for  the  misdeeds  of  that 
time. 

First,  however,  let's  release  the  only  man  known  to  be  innocent  in  all 
of  this- -LEONARD  PELTIER  himself. 

TRIBUNAL  OR  NO,  THE  DEMOCRATS  MUST  SEE  THE  GOOD  SENSE  IN  RELEASING  AN 
INNOCENT  MAN  KNOWN  FROM  A WRONGFUL  IMPRISONMENT. .. IT  WOULD  WIN  THEM  A FEW 
HOWLS  FROM  THE  FBI,  YES  ..AND  IT  WILL  ALSO  WIN  THEM  HUNDREDS  OF  THOUSANDS, 
EVEN  MILLIONS  OF  THANKFUL  VOTES  NOT  ONLY  FROM  PELTIER  SUPPORTERS  BUT  FROM 
SUPPORTERS  OF  DECENCY  AND  LEGALITY  AND  CONSTITUTIONAL  GOVERNMENT  IN  THIS 
COUNTRY. 

Excuse  me  for  shouting  in  print,  but  it's  maddening  that  this  recent 
costly  anti-Peltier  campaign  by  the  ex-FBI  agents  association--the  very 
ones  with  something  really  to  hide--should  be  allowed  to  poison  the 
President's  ear  and  eye  while  the  truth  remains  concealed  behind  a Wall 
of  Silence  and  Lies.  The  media  has  been  shamefully  and  shamelessly 
complicit  in  all  of  this.  We  need  to  get  that  truth  out  by  whatever 
legal  means  is  possible. . .and  I personally  can  think  of  no  way  better  to 
do  that  than  conducting  a massive  nationwide  WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR 
PRESIDENT  IN  2000  CAMPAIGN.  Leonard's  Defense  Committee  (LPDC)  is 
already  swamped  with  work  to  do  on  his  behalf.  I'm  calling  on  volunteers 
to  come  forward  to  help  spread  the  word... get  the  message  of  the  write-in 
campaign  to  every  home  in  the  nation  and  get  it  there  effectively  and 
repeatedly. . .by  email,  by  phone,  by  radio,  by  door-to-door  campaigning. 

The  two  gals  running  the  New  Hampshire  Primary  Peltier  Write-In  Campaign- 
-Bonnie  Winona  and  Shelly  Nelkins--need  YOUR  HELP--whether  or  not  you 
come  to  New  Hampshire  in  Danuary  (which  you're  urged  to  do  but  bring  your 


warmest  clothes  and  a sleeping  bag  if  you  do  come!)  Please  contact  them 
at  the  numbers  and  /or  addresses  given  at  the  bottom  of  this  email.  But 
give  them  time  to  respond .. .they,  too,  are  swamped. 

THIS  IS  THE  FIRST  ONLINE  ELECTION ...  there  are  no  precedents  or  rules 
other  than  keeping  within  the  law.  We  have  the  right  to  contact  EVERY 
fellow  voter  to  implore  them  to  wield  the  power  of  the  ballot  to  FREE 
LEONARD  PELTIER.  I K NOW  we  will  touch  many,  many,  many  hearts.  Please 
ask  everyone  you  know,  every  person  your  can  reach,  to  make  the  same 
personal  commitment  you  have  just  made  to  WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR 
PRESIDENT  IN  2000.  Have  them  email  that  commitment  to  me  at 
harvey@wisdomkeepers.com  They  can  use  this  form  (below)  and  copy-and- 
paste  it  to  me  via  email  or  just  write  a note  of  their  own  with  their 
name  and  at  least  their  town  of  residence,  along  with  their  email  address 
(street  address  and  tel#  optional) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MAKE  YOUR  COMMITMENT- -SIGN  & EMAIL  TODAY! 


I, 


j of 


hereby  commit  myself  to 

WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT 

on  my  Primary  and  Presidential  ballot  in  2000. 

E-mail  your  commitment  NOW  to  harvey@wisdomkeepers.com 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We  CAN  do  it!  It  WILL  happen!  But  it's  up  to  each  of  us  to  do  it.  In 
Leonard ' s words : 

"We  must  each  be  an  Army  of  One!" 

Thanks,  loni.  May  your  commitment  inspire  millions  of  others  to  join  us. 
In  the  spirit  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

/Harvey  Arden 
Become  an  Army  of  One! 

Exercise  your  Conscience  by  exercising  your  Vote! 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  on  your  Ballot  in  2000! 

e-mail:  FreedomCampaign@aol.com 

phone:  603-659-8888,  603-588-2916 

us  mail:  po  box  4111,  Portsmouth,  nh,  03802 

www . f reepeltier . org 

www. LISN.net 

www . wisdom keepers . com 

— "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Dec  1999  19:41:37  -0520 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Satterfield,  Charles  A 

CV-1549 

10745  Rt.  18 


Scott,  Brett  Kevin 

#184-464 

PO  Box  740 


Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  4/6/65 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Savol,  Anthony 
AP9394  SCI  - Albion 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/3/54 

Sequoyah,  NI 
# H27800 

San  Quentin  State  Prison 
San  Quentin,  CA  94974 
DOB:  1/03/52 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  3/19/58 
Ancestry:  Apache 

Self,  Terry 
#253-474 
PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  6/20/93 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 

Schmidt,  Pogey  L. 

#29239  - S-D-139 
609  E.  Pence  Rd . 

Western  Missouri  Corr.  Center 
Camern,  MO  64429 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

3anet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Dec  1999  16:20:55  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  133 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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CHRISTMAS-TIDE. 


At  Christmas-tide  the  fields  are  bare, 
A shiver  of  frost  is  in  the  air. 

The  wind  blows  keen  across  the  wold. 
Gone  is  the  autumn's  glimmer  of  gold; 


But  lo!  a red  rose  opens  wide 

In  the  glowing  light  of  the  ingleside  - 

A rose  whose  fragrance,  sweet  and  far. 

Is  shed  at  the  beaming  of  Bethlehem's  star; 

And  once  again  the  angels  sing 

That  love  is  heaven  and  Christ  is  king. 

At  Christmas-tide  the  children  go 
With  dancing  footsteps  over  the  snow; 

At  Christmas-tide  the  world  is  bright. 

With  the  sudden  splendor  that  thrilled  the  night. 

And  made  the  dawn  a shining  way 

When  first  earth  wakened  to  Christmasday . 

Ah!  hide  your  faces,  curls  and  rude. 

For  none  have  a heart  to  share  your  mood; 

At  Christmas-tide  the  open  hand 
Scatters  its  bounty  o'er  sea  and  land 
And  none  are  left  to  grieve  alone 
For  love  is  heaven  and  claims  its  own. 

-Margaret  E.  Sangster. 


MEN  AND  WOMEN  WANTED. 


One  of  the  most  impressive  lectures  we  have  heard  for  some  time  was 
delivered  before  the  school  on  Monday  night  by  C.E.  Wilde,  of  New  York 
City.  Mr.  Wilde  is  a successful  merchant  of  the  great  Metropolis,  and 
lectures  as  a side  issue.  He  calls  his  talks  Views  of  moral  and 
political  questions  from  a business  man's  standpoint. 

He  comes  to  us  with  forty  years'  experience  in  the  commercial  world  of 
New  York. 

When  a boy  he  left  his  country  home  without  a dollar  in  his  pocket. 

He  applied  to  A.T.  Stewart,  and  when  once  established  in  Mr.  Stewart's 
employ,  he  resolved  that  he  would  some  day  stand  next  to  him. 

He  was  told  that  only  five  out  of  each  hundred  boys  who  came  to  New 
York  to  enter  a business  career,  succeeded. 

The  Wilde  boy,  (Note  he  was  not  a wild  Indian,)  replied: 

"Then  I will  be  one  of  the  FIVE." 

There  were  1800  ahead  of  him  in  the  line,  but  he  persevered  until  he 
reached  his  goal. 

He  is  sixty-four  years  of  age,  but  says  he  is  the  youngest  man  in  the 
country.  He  showed  every  evidence  of  youth  and  vigor,  and  did  not 
require  the  aid  of  glasses  to  read. 

[photo  w/caption:  "The  picture  above  will  be  recognized  as  an 
excellent  likeness  of  our  late  beloved  Chaplain,  Rev.  H.B.  Wile,  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  Carlisle.] 

He  says  his  eyes  have  been  his  education  and  his  ears  his  university. 

He  illustrated  the  foundation  of  character  by  a description  of  a visit 
to  the  Cathedral  of  Cologne.  When  he  first  saw  the  structure  which  has 
stood  for  900  years  and  will  remain  another  thousand,  Yankee-like,  he 
carefully  examined  the  inside  walls  to  discover  a crack.  But  none  could 
be  found.  His  guide  then  showed  him  the  reason. 

They  went  down  almost  endless  stairs,  and  when  he  saw  the  FOUNDATION 
of  the  building,  he  knew  why  there  were  no  cracks  in  its  walls.  And  so 
CHARACTER  is  the  foundation  of  a man. 

The  lecture  was  full  of  splendid  helps,  and 
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There  is  only  one  good  substitute  for  wisdom,  and  that  is  real  thick 
silence. 

From  an  exchange  we  see  that  Wilson  Charles,  now  in  Bucks  County 
living  in  a country  home  has  been  doing  some  great  football  playing. 

We  judge  by  a handsome  card  received  recently  from  our  former  foreman 
Leander  Gansworth,  '96,  who  is  now  in  the  Booneville,  N.Y.  Herald 
office,  that  he  has  joined  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Note!  This  is  Volume  XV  No.  8.  The  first  two  numbers  on  your  wrapper 
refer  to  the  volume,  and  the  last  one  or  two  to  the  number.  Have  you 
158  on  your  wrapper?  Then  it  is  time  to  renew,  if  you  do  not  wish  to 
miss  any  papers.  A prompt  renewal  will  also  insure  against  delay  and 
error . 

Let  every  card  order  be  accompanied  by  the  cash  in  advance.  Fred 
Tibbetts  has  printed  dozens  of  orders  in  the  past  two  weeks  and  is  ready 
for  more.  One  can  hardly  tell  his  print  from  engraving,  and  his  cards 
are  of  the  latest  weight,  form  and  size,  while  the  script  used  is  the 
latest  plate.  Ten  cents  for  25  cards;  12  cents  by  mail. 

Mrs.  Kemp,  wife  of  our  instructor  of  harness  making,  died  on  Monday. 
She  has  been  a very  sick  woman  for  a number  of  months,  and  having 
undergone  a critical  operation  was  at  the  Todd  Hospital,  in  town,  where 
she  passed  away.  The  funeral  services  were  held  yesterday.  A handsome 
floral  offering  was  the  gift  of  the  shop  instructors  at  the  school,  in 
sympathy  with  the  bereaved  husband. 

The  Red  Man  for  December,  is  mailing  today.  The  first  page,  as  usual 
is  devoted  to  editorial  matter,  the  leading  articles  - "Indian  Children 
in  Public  Schools,"  "Sense  and  Sentimentality,"  being  specially  readable 
and  to  the  point.  On  the  second  page  there  appear  a poem  on  "Song  of 
the  Carlisle  Indians,"  by  Elaine  Goodale  Eastman,  and  a story  by  her 
husband.  Dr.  Charles  Eastman,  on  "The  Making  of  a Prophet."  The  5th  and 
6th  pages  contain  Major  Pratt's  stirring,  20th  Annual  Report.  These 
with  interesting  clippings  from  exchanges,  touching  upon  Indian  doings 
in  general,  a local  column  or  two  and  a spicy  football  page  giving 
snatches  of  the  best  that  has  been  written  about  our  team,  in  the 
leading  papers  of  the  day,  make  an  issue  of  unusual  interest.  The 
subscription  price  of  the  Red  Man  is  fifty  cents  a year,  or  five  cents 
for  a single  copy.  For  a limited  period,  any  one  sending  us  ten 
subscriptions  at  one  time  may  retain  one  dollar.  The  paper  will  be 
published  regularly  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  month. 

Dust  ONE  HUNDRED  YEARS  ago  today,  the  following  letter  was  sent  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  country  mourned  the  loss  of  its 
best  beloved  citizen. 

Mount  Vernon,  Dec.  15,  1799. 

Sir-It  is  with  inexpressible  grief  that  I have  to  announce  to  you  the 
death  of  the  great  and  good  General  Washington.  He  died  last  evening 
between  10  and  11  o'clock  after  a short  illness  of  about  24  hours.  His 
disorder  was  inflammatory  sore  throat,  which  proceeded  from  a cold,  of 
which  he  made  but  little  complaint  on  Friday.  On  Saturday  morning  about 
3 o'clock  he  became  ill.  Doctor  Craick  attended  him  in  the  morning,  and 
Dr.  Dick  of  Alexandria,  and  Dr.  Brown  of  Port  Tobacco,  were  soon  after 


called  in.  Every  medical  assistance  was  offered,  but  without  the 
desired  effect.  His  last  scene  corresponded  with  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
life.  Not  a groan  or  complaint  escaped  him,  in  extreme  distress.  With 
perfect  resignation,  and  a full  possession  of  his  reason  he  closed  his 
well  spent  life. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  &c 
TOBIAS  LEER. 

A handsomely  printed  card  containing  the  above  and  other  interesting 
data  was  received  by  the  HELPER,  compliments  of  William  A.  Kelker, 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Oh,  no.  The  football  season  does  not  seem  to  be  over  with  us.  THe 
team  is  invited  to  play  a game  with  the  University  of  California  on 
Christmas,  and  leaves  for  Berkley  early  Monday  morning.  The  boys  will 
have  a grand  trip.  The  University  of  California  is  the  champion  team  of 
the  West  and  as  we  do  not  fall  far  short  of  being  the  champions  of  the 
East,  the  last  game  of  the  season  in  which  our  boys  will  take  part  will 
be  a test  between  East  and  West  for  championship.  The  University  teams 
of  the  East  will  watch  with  interest  the  relative  strength  of  the  two 
teams,  and  will  be  able  to  judge  accordingly. 

A ludicrous  mistake  was  made  by  the  Philadelphia  Press  on  Wednesday. 
They  published  a little  account  of  Nancy  Seneca,  '97,  who  is  at  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  hospital  taking  a course  in  nursing,  and  with  it  a 
picture  of  a woman,  who  the  same  day  disappeared  from  her  home  with 
several  thousand  dollars  she  had  saved.  Nancy's  picture  was  placed  with 
the  latter  story. 

Frank  Conroy,  of  South  Dakota,  who  was  a student  at  Carlisle  many 
years  ago,  speaks  to  us  today  through  his  children  whose  photograph  he 
sent  to  the  Major.  Four  little  ones  - Dulia,  Harry,  Walter  and  Lena 
resemble  their  papa  very  much  and  are  bright  cunning  looking  little 
children.  Frank  says  he  is  a cattle  man,  and  we  judge  from  the  general 
tenor  of  his  letter  that  he  is  doing  well. 

"I  feel  that  if  I did  not  renew  my  subscription  to  the  HELPER  I should 
lose  a great  friend.  It  is  a delight  to  read  of  the  progress  made  by 
the  Indian,"  says  an  encouraging  Philadelphia  subscriber. 


(P  3) 

B . u.y . c . 

On  the  school  roll  - 1011. 

Mr.  Beitzel  has  a new  stand-up  desk  in  his  office. 

Mr.  Kemp's  son  arrived  from  Baltimore  on  Wednesday. 

Whose  Christmas  are  you  going  to  help  make  merry? 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  was  home  from  Wilson  for  Sunday. 

White  paper  and  bright  colored  package  ribbon  seem  to  be  in  demand. 

It  is  said  that  the  bakers  are  turning  out  some  excellent  bread  these 
days . 

The  skating  pond  just  now  looks  more  inviting  for  swimming  than  for 
skating. 

Mrs.  Pratt  went  to  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday.  Major  Pratt  is  still 
under  treatment. 

Any  one  who  thinks  it  a BURDEN  to  give  should  not  be  blessed  with  the 
opportunity. 

The  spring  game  of  marbles  is  being  played  at  Carlisle  in  winter,  so 
mild  is  our  weather. 

The  orchestra  did  work  that  pleased  the  multitude  last  Friday  night  at 
the  oratorical  contest. 

Miss  Campbell  went  to  Harrisburg  on  Tuesday  for  her  annual  interview 
with  Santa  Claus. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  be  within  hearing  distance  of  Robitaile's  flute 
practice.  His  very  soul  is  in  it. 

Miss  Sarah  Pratt  of  Steelton  is  visiting  her  little  cousin  Mary 
Stevick  of  Denver,  at  the  school. 

Which  of  the  ladies  forgot  to  put  on  her  collar  for  breakfast,  the 
next  morning  after  the  lecture  "Men  Wanted?" 

The  Y.M.C.A.  bell  rings  with  the  regularity  of  the  revolution  of  the 
earth  that  brings  around  Wednesday  evening. 


The  large  cistern  between  the  girls'  and  teachers'  quarters  has  been 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  made  ready  for  the  winter  rains  which  will  supply 
us  with  excellent  drinking  water  next  summer. 

Some  of  the  football  Seniors  are  attending  school  all  day  on  account 
of  the  California  trip  which  will  take  them  from  their  classes  for  a few 
days . 

A new  machine  for  ironing  collars  and  cuffs  was  tried  this  week  at  the 
laundry,  and  proved  very  satisfactory.  It  is  a simple  machine,  and  Emma 
Johnson,  the  first  to  try  it,  proved  quite  expert  in  a few  minutes. 

The  Hospital  ward-stand  recently  received  at  the  Todd  Hospital, 
Carlisle,  was  a gift  of  employees  of  the  Indian  School,  Dr.  Diven  kindly 
transacting  all  business  in  regard  to  purchase  of  same.  THe  nurse  says 
it  is  something  they  have  very  much  needed,  and  greatly  appreciate  the 
gift. 

We  are  fast  learning  not  to  think  so  much  about  what  we  are  going  to 
get,  Christmas  as  what  are  we  going  to  give  to  some  one.  Little 
hand-made  gifts,  in  which  the  thoughts  of  the  giver  are  portrayed  in 
every  stitch  or  other  effort  are  the  ones  most  valued.  A costly  gift 
sometimes  carries  with  it  unpleasant  obligations. 

Hobart  Cook  stands  first  in  his  class  in  Arithmetic  and  second  in 
French,  in  school  near  Philadelphia. 

Among  the  visitors  of  the  week  were  Dr.  O.T.  Corson,  of  Columbus, 

Ohio,  and  Prof.  F.  Barton,  of  Shippensburg. 

Professor  Bakeless  presided  at  the  contest  last  Friday  night,  and  at 
the  close  gave  some  very  inspiring  words  to  those  who  had  done  well,  but 
had  not  secured  the  prize. 

Professors  Downs  and  Sellers  of  Dickinson  College  and  John  Wetzel, 
Esq.,  of  Carlisle,  honored  the  oratorical  contest  last  Friday  night  by 
accepting  the  invitation  to  act  as  judges. 

Yesterday,  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Bakeless  were  summoned  by  wire  to  go  at  once 
to  Mrs.  Bakeless'  parents'  home  at  Milroy.  All  here  are  anxious  to 
learn  the  trouble. 

Miss  Forster  and  Miss  Miles  will  attend  the  Invincibles  tonight;  Miss 
Cutter  and  Miss  Luckenbach,  the  Standards;  Mrs.  DeLoss  and  Miss  Miller 
the  Susans. 

It  is  the  delight  of  Edmund  Wheelock's  heart  to  visit  John  Bakeless 
and  play  with  his  playthings.  When  "Gingin"  Eastman  and  Labert  Weber 
are  with  them  they  form  a happy  little  quartette  of  players. 

Professor  Morrow,  of  Harrisburg,  has  great  reason  to  be  proud  of  his 
Mandolin  Club  consisting  of  Indian  girls.  The  large  company  made  its 
first  appearance  last  Friday  evening  charming  the  audience  into  repeated 
encores . 

We  will  print  a limited  number  of  the  portrait  of  Rev.  Dr.  Wile,  on 
enamelled  paper,  for  preservation.  It  will  be  almost  as  good  as  a 
photograph.  Those  wishing  one  please  apply,  and  we  will  give  them  out 
free  of  cost  as  long  as  they  last.  By  mail,  two  cents. 

A nice  little  list  of  subscribers  from  the  Perris  school  California, 
has  been  received  and  appreciated.  Miss  Morongo  says:  "We  enjoy  reading 
your  little  paper  very  much,  especially  about  our  former  schoolmates, 
the  Perris  girls  and  boys. 

Mr.  Glen  S.  Warner,  our  football  coach,  arrived  from  his  home  in 
Springville,  N.Y.,  on  Wednesday,  to  give  the  boys  a little  training  this 
week  in  preparation  for  the  California  game.  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Warner 
and  Mr.  Connors  will  accompany  the  team  to  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  boys  and  girls  are  buying  a large  number  of  handsome  books  for 
Christmas  presents.  No  more  satisfactory  gift  could  be  given  than  a 
book,  and  Professor  Bakeless  has  terms  from  the  dealers  that  enable  many 
of  limited  means  to  purchase  at  much  less  price  than  can  be  secured  in 
the  regular  way. 

At  the  inter  society  oratorical  contest,  last  Friday  evening,  the 
speakers  acquitted  themselves  with  credit.  The  Standards  came  off 
victorious,  and  John  Garrick,  of  the  same  society  won  the  first  prize  of 
$6.00;  Fannie  Harris  won  the  second  of  $4.00  and  a third  prize  of  $3.00 
was  awarded  to  James  Johnson,  Invincible.  The  speakers  besides  those 
mentioned  were  Frank  Beale,  Standard,  John  Warren,  Invincible,  and 


Martha  Owl,  Susan.  All  gave  evidence  of  care  in  preparation,  but  some 
fell  short  by  mispronunciation  of  words  and  faulty  delivery. 


(page  4) 

many  of  the  strong  headings  were  illustrated  with  very  interesting 
personal  experiences  and  stories  of  others. 

Independence,  Honesty,  Moral  Courage,  Fight  against  the  Saloon,  Dare 
to  do  Right,  Protect  the  American  Sabbath,  A new  Statesmanship  with 
broad  and  liberal  views.  Patriotic  Liberty  Loving  Young  Men  Wanted, 
Educated  Young  Men,  the  Men  Who  Think,  etc.,  were  some  of  the  leading 
topics . 


[photo:  "Wolpi  Pueblo.  Sante  Fe  Route  to  California."] 


LETTERS  TO  SANTA  CLAUS. 


Dear  old  Santa  Claus  was  so  pleased  with  some  letters  he  received  from 
his  good  little  Indian  girls  that  he  showed  them  to  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand,  and  this  is  what  some  of  them  asked  for: 

"A  sleepy  doll,  set  of  dishes,  ring,  handkerchief,  ribbons, 
jumpingjack,  story  book." 

"Pair  of  skates  and  a sleeping  doll,  and  a ring,  too,  and  some  candy." 

"I  would  like  too  those  thing,  Christmas  pleasant." 

"I  would  like  pin,  picture-book,  doll  papers,  side-cobs,  rubbers, 
pea-nuts,  and  Christmas  tree." 

"I  want  a big  doll  and  skates." 

"I  want  a big  sleep  dolly,  and  a big  bed  for  my  dolly,  little  dishes, 
little  piano,  little  trunk,  little  table." 

"I  want  a hair  ribbons,  and  I want  a pompadour  comb.  I want  little 
skates,  I wear  No.  9." 

"We  are  going  to  try  to  be  good  girls,  and  I want  a set  of  dishes,  and 
some  slippers  for  my  dolly's  feet,  I like  you,  Santa  Claus,  very  much 
because  you  bring  happy  Christmas.  You  are  a good  old  man,  I want  a 
sewing  basket  for  my  needles  and  pins." 


A DISGUSTING  NUISANCE. 


Again,  there  is  complaint  about  the  spitting  on  the  walks.  We  do  not 
do  it  so  much  since  the  Swift  lecture.  Out  of  the  more  than  600 
students  now  here,  there  are  probably  not  fifty  who  would  do  such  a 
filthy  thing  as  to  spit  upon  the  walk.  The  intelligent  students  know 
the  DANGER  there  is  in  the  habit.  They  know  that  in  some  places  the  law 

is  so  strict  that  a man  seen  to  spit  on  the  pavement  in  a town  is 

arrested.  Now  let  those  of  us  who  know  the  danger  and  are  annoyed  at 
the  filth  ARREST  those  who  do  the  filthy  thing.  That  catarrhal  sputa  we 
see  sometimes  on  the  walk  has  in  it  the  seeds  of  disease  or  worse,  for 
if  our  throat  and  lungs  are  weak  those  little  microbes  laugh  and  say  to 
themselves:  "Here  is  a good  field  for  us  to  work,"  and  the  person  dies 
of  consumption.  DO  NOT  SPIT  UPON  THE  WALK  or  anywhere  in  sight  or  out 

of  sight  either,  in  a place  that  endangers  the  health  and  lives  of 

others.  Spit  upon  the  ground  and  there  is  not  quite  so  much  danger. 


SAYINGS  OF  THE  CHOCTAW  EVANGELIST,  REV.  F.  H.  WRIGHT. 


In  Mr.  Wright's  sermons  before  our  student  body  a few  weeks  ago  he  let 
drop  these  sayings: 

Sin  makes  us  ashamed,  gives  us  a guilty  conscience,  which  makes 
cowards  of  us. 

Every  evil  thing  done  and  evil  thought  will  be  brought  into  judgment. 
Secret  sins  will  out. 

The  sins  that  are  common  today  are  covetousness  and  thieving. 

A man  who  will  lie  will  steal. 

Do  not  think  you  can  go  on  stealing  and  lying  and  not  be  discovered. 
That  cannot  be. 

A common  sin  is  adultery,  which  is  a loathsome  sin  that  God  hates. 


David  thus  sinned.  We  cannot  coven  up  our  sins.  David  was  punished. 
If  there  is  a person  with  a secret  sin,  it  will  be  his  ruin. 

The  man  who  has  two  minds  cannot  be  a Christian. 

A Christian  needs  manliness,  courage,  self-control,  love, 
brotherly- kindness . 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  7 letters. 

My  7,  6,  3,  4 is  a bothersome  insect. 

My  2,  5,  1,  1 is  what  Hobson  does  not  like  to  do  now-a-days. 

My  whole  is  what  the  boys  and  girls  at  our  school  just  now  would 
rather  have  than  almost  anything  else. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  Stone  Crusher. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
For  more  information,  email  Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net 
or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : Monument  Valley"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Oct  1999  02:11:16  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Monument  Valley 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


monument  valley 

In  the  sandstone  of  high  mesas 

in  monuments  of  stone 

rising  high  above  me 

touching  the  sky 

here  they  wait 

the  holy  people  of  days  gone  by 

yo,  it  is  my  homeland 

I stand  before  it 

yo,  I am  one  with  it 

red  sandstone 

glowing  pink  at  sunset 

standing  in  the  changing  light 

in  shadows  I find  myself 

watching  the  colors  dance 

slowly  on  the  rock  they  move 

mythic  figures,  gods  and  yeis 

each  shadow  changing  light  and  life 


is  it  so 


light 

shadows 

sunset 

here  I stand 
alone 

let  the  dawn  find  me 

oh,  sweet  early  morning  light 

touch  me  forever 

let  the  cold  flow  from  me 

help  me  stand 

in  the  noon  day  sun 

radiant,  alive  and  in  peace 

give  me  life 

yea,  I sing  of  it 

let  there  be  light  where  I walk 

let  there  be  light  where  I have  gone 

let  there  be  light  in  all  that  I do 

there  in  cool  of  evening 

blue  silent  shadows  extending 

this  is  where  I stand 

let  the  fingers  of  Dawn  reach  out  to  me 

yasho  it  is  good 

yasho  it  is  life 

yasho  I am  one  with  it  all 

I have  survived  mountain 

I have  survived  mesas 

I have  survived  all  that  is  on  earth 

yasho,  I live 

I am  one  with  it 

the  sky 

the  trees 

the  earth 


I have  survived 


I have  survived 


I live 
I live 

John  Rustywire,  Navajo... 


"RE : Poem:  Communion/Communication" 

Date:  23  Dun  94  00:52:47  GMT 

From:  andrea@scicom.AlphaCDC.COM  (Andrea  Lord) 

Sub j : communion/communication 

Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc .women 

communion  - communication 


a union .... 
of  more  than  two 
unlike  one 

this  is  communion... 

it  blends 
and 

creates 

a whole  of  parts 


...  a one 

that  remembers 

all  the  routes  rooted 

producing  the  flowers... 

....  a one 
that  communicates 
. .the  past  with  respect 
and  the  future  dreams 
in  the  present 

communion  - communication.... 


"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  Fri,  24  Dec  99  06:44:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Danuary  2-8 


IANUALI 

(Danuary) 

(Kaelo) 

2 

A ho'okupu,  a gift  from  the  heart,  enriches  the  giver. 

3 

In  the  family,  ohana,  lies  the  renewal  of  the  past. 

4 


I am  the  child  of  many  cultures  --  in  me  grows  the  hope  of  the  future. 

5 

I am  a part  of  the  land,  ka  aina.  The  soil  is  my  flesh,  the  mountains 
my  bones. 

6 

My  voice  is  the  voice  of  the  wind, 
the  dance  of  the  waves. 


ka  makani;  my  dance  is 


7 

I am  reborn  in  the  image  of  my  fathers  and  mothers. 

8 

The  spirit  of  the  land  guides  me  in  every  choice  that  I must  make. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  26  December  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


December  31 

Good  Medicine  Society's  8th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow 
12:00  p.m.  - 2:00  a.m..  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 

Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

(405)  943-7935  or  after  6:00  p.m.  (405)  525-8990  or  (405)  751-7132 
Email : good_medicine@hotmail . com . 

May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Fri,  17  Dec  1999  19:23:31  EST 
From:  3isqua@aol.com 

Sub j : Grand  Opening  of  the  Flogoheege  Indian  Community  Center 

The  Grand  Opening  of  the  Flogoheege  Indian  Community  Center  is  Jan.  8,  2000 
the  address  is  14395  Court  St.,  Moulton,  AL  35650. 

Flogohegee  Indian  Community  Center  Grand  Opening 
Saturday,  January  8,  2000 
Everyone  Welcome!! 

Come  and  help  celebrate  the  grand  opening  of  the  Hogohegee  Indian 
Community  Center.  We  are  located  on  the  town  square  at  14395  Court  Street, 
Moulton,  Alabama.  There  will  be  authentic  American  Indian  food  to  sample, 
music,  local  Indians  dressed  in  their  regalia,  and  representatives  of  the 
United  States  Census  Bureau  will  be  present  to  answer  any  questions/concerns 
you  may  have  about  the  upcoming  U.S.  Census  2000. 

There  will  also  be  a contest  for  children  ages  18  and  under  to  design  a 
logo  for  the  center. 

Contest  prizes  to  be  awarded  are: 

First  Place  - - $50.00 
Second  Place  - - $30.00 

Third  Place  - - $20.00 

The  Hogohegee  Indian  Community  Center  is  a non-profit  corporation  as 
defined  within  the  meaning  of  Section  501(c)(3)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code 
of  1986.  The  corporation  is  a charitable,  service,  and  cultural 
organization.  It  is  an  inter-tribal  urban  community  center  and  is  the  only 
one  of  its  type  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Purpose  of  the  center: 


The  purpose  of  the  Hogohegee  Indian  Community  Center  is  to  establish  a 
community  center  where  American  Indian  residents  of  North  Alabama  and 
surrounding  areas  can  share  culture,  language,  and  tradition.  The  center 
will  strive  to  make  the  American  Indian  residents  more  visible  to  the 
community  and  help  the  non  Indian  populations  better  understand  how  to 
interact  with  the  American  Indian  community.  It  will  work  very  hard  to 
network  Federal,  State,  and  Local  information  and  services  for  American 
Indian  peoples  within  the  North  Alabama  and  surrounding  areas. 

Steve  Bison 


Date:  Sun,  26  Dec  1999  02:08:38  -0700  (MST) 

To:  "F.Y.I.  to  Community  Member/Recipients":  ; 

Sub j : Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona 
Sub j : Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona 

http: //www. inf obeat . com/ stories/cgi/ story . cgi?id= 2562761218 -cb9 
07:07  PM  ET  12/21/99 

Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona 
By  ARTHUR  H.  ROTSTEIN 
Associated  Press  Writer 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  (AP)  _ Although  the  year  2000  holds  no  religious 
significance  for  most  native  peoples  _ whose  history  stretches  much 
further  back  _ thousands  of  American  Indians  plan  to  mark  the 
occasion  here  with  a 10-day  powwow. 

In  addition  to  150  American  Indian  tribes,  indigenous  groups 
from  Mexico,  Canada  and  as  far  away  as  Australia  plan  to  attend  the 
event,  which  begins  with  a special  friendship  round  dance  at 
midnight  on  New  Year's  Eve  and  a sunrise  blessing  ceremony. 

The  New  Millennium  First  Peoples'  World  Fair  and  PowWow  _ 

"Thunder  in  the  Desert"  _ was  organized  by  Tucson-area  Indians  to 
mark  the  moment  and  "to  bring  our  children  into  the  new 
millennium,"  said  event  coordinator  Fred  Synder. 

"Our  elders  felt  it  important  that  this  special  time  needed  to 
be  commemorated  in  some  way,"  said  Snyder's  wife,  Carole  3. 

Garcia . 

Cultural  events  including  native  song  and  dance,  arts  and  crafts 
exhibitions,  food  festivals  and  a symposium  for  native  writers, 
actors  and  producers  will  conclude  Han.  9.  The  events  are  all  open 
to  the  public. 

Synder  estimates  250,000  people  will  attend  the  powwow,  which  is 
being  held  at  a racetrack. 

"The  only  thing  I can  say  is  that  this  will  be  the 
most-attended  gathering  of  indigenous  people  ever  held  in  any 
corner  of  the  world  that  I know  of,"  he  said.  "And  I've  been 
chasing  powwows  for  35  years." 

Roseanne  Salinas,  an  Aztec  from  Mexico  City,  is  preparing  to 
dance  at  the  powwow  with  her  husband,  Luis,  and  their  8-year-old 
son,  Rico.  They  believe  dance  creates  a powerful  and  helpful  energy 
when  exchanged  with  others  at  such  an  event. 

"To  bring  together  that  many  dancers  in  a circle  in  a land  that 
is  not  ours  around  people  that  want  us  there  and  respect  what  we 
do,  it  just  means  so  much  to  us,"  said  Mrs.  Salinas,  wearing  the 
spectacular  headdress  with  5-foot-long  pheasant  feathers  and  the 
vivid  beaded-and-sequined  dress  in  which  she  dances. 

The  organizers  hope  the  powwow  will  also  raise  scholarship  funds 
for  Indian  students. 


Date:  Sun,  19  Dec  1999  09:08:09  -0600 
From:  "lenapelady"  <ldef007@earthlink.net> 
Sub j : Canadian  conference 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Decolonizing  Canadian  Educational  Foundations:  A Postcolonial  Challenge 


in  the  New  Millennium 
An  Aboriginal  Education  Symposium 
February  7 - 10,  2000 

Symposium  Summary 

This  symposium  explores  the  contours  of  colonialism  in  the  Canadian  policy 
environment  and  in  Canadian  educational  foundations.  It  will  seek  to  explain 
and  illustrate  how  Eurocentrism  creates  a colonial  consciousness  that 
envelops  and  binds  its  members,  creating  obstacles  for  change.  For  all 
those  attempting  to  create  an  Aboriginal  presence  and  space  in  institutions, 
the  symposium  will  examine  and  seek  to  displace  colonialism  and  its 
strategies,  in  its  examination  of  education,  with  an  emerging 
constitutional,  postcolonial  consciousness.  This  consciousness  is  unfolding 
an  Indigenous  renaissance  that  is  reclaiming,  restoring  and  renewing 
relationships  with  the  earth,  heritages  and  languages  and  stimulating  a new 
paradigm  and  intercultural  diplomacy.  Exploring  some  decolonizing  models, 
approaches  and  strategies  will  stimulate  our  imagination  and  creativity  for 
change  in  multiple  spaces. 

A High  Impact  Program  for: 

- Elected  leaders,  senior  managers,  politicians  from  Canadian  and  Aboriginal 
communities  who  seek  to  develop  a postcolonial  policy  environment  to  create 
an  equitable  Canadian  society. 

- Educators,  at  all  institutional  levels  who  are  forging  Aboriginal 
educational  or  professional  development  initiatives 

- Administrators  and  government  leaders  seeking  to  empower  Indigenous 
peoples  and  their  knowledge 

- First  Nations  school  board  members  and  other  community  leaders 
Symposium  Highlights 

- To  explore  and  understand  the  foundations  of  Eurocentrism  in 
knowledge 

production,  diffusion,  and  resistance 

- To  explore  decolonizing  theory  and  practice  for  empowering  First 
Nation  knowledge,  peoples,  and  education 

- To  hear  of  emerging  models  for  empowering  Aboriginal  epistemology  in 
education  and  sciences  (Indigenous  science  education  model/Alaskan 
Indigenous  Knowledge  Project) 

- To  imagine,  dream  and  create  postcolonial  strategies  for  Aboriginal 
education  and  institutions 

Faculty  Leader:  Dr.  Marie  Battiste  is  Professor  at  the  College  of  Education, 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  A Mi'kmaq  educator,  Marie  is  well  known  for  her 
research  interests  in  Aboriginal  languages,  epistemology,  curriculum, 
cognitive  imperialism  and  research  ethics.  Recent  publications  include: 
Reclaiming  Indigenous  Voice  and  Vision;  First  Nations  Education  in  Canada: 
The  Circle  Unfolds;  and  Protecting  Indigenous  Knowledge.  Her  research  and 
experience  working  in  First  Nations  schools  in  administration,  curriculum 
development,  and  Aboriginal  languages  have  provided  a solid  foundation  for 
addressing  the  postcolonial  challenges  for  the  next  century. 

Tuition:  $500  + GST=  $535 

Room  and  Meals:  $640  + GST  + Alberta  Hotel  Tax  = $703.80 
Tracy  Whattam  ~ Nisgaa  Nation 
Regional  Coordinator 

Coordinator,  1st  Nations  Support  Services  Metro  Region 

New  Westminster  Secondary  School 
Aboriginal  Education  Branch 

P: (604)517-6316 

F:  " 517-6204 

Email:  twhattam@helix.net 


Date:  Thu,  9 Dec  1999  17:41:52  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Sub j : First  Annual  Sobriety  Torch  Run 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 


"From  one  century  to  the  next." 

The  First  Annual  Sobriety  Torch  Run  from  the  Leech  Lake  Tribal  Headquarters 
in  Cass  Lake,  Minnesota  to  Battle  Point,  the  site  of  the  last  "official" 
Indian  War  will  be  held  on  December  31,  1999.  Emmet  Eastman,  Dakota,  will 
carry  the  torch  the  first  5 miles.  Dennis  Banks,  Anishinaabe  Ojibwe  will 
carry  the  torch  several  times  during  the  run  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Leech 
Lake. 

The  38  mile  Sobriety  Run  will  start  at  noon  at  the  tribal  headquarters  in 
Cass  Lake.  The  run  is  estimated  to  take  5 hours  and  will  be  followed  by  a 
Sobriety  Gathering  with  pipe  ceremony,  drumming,  dancing,  storytelling  and 
feast  at  the  Battle  Point  (Sugar  Point)  Community  Center. 

In  memory  of  our  loved  ones  lost  to  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  the  Native 
American  Vets'  Outreach  is  organizing  a motercade  to  accompany  the  Sobriety 
Torch  Run. 

For  more  information  contact: 
eaglerok@northernnet . com 
or 

P 0 BOX  134  FEDERAL  DAM,  MN  56641 
P 0 BOX  06167  COLUMBUS,  OHIO  43206 
OR 

AIM43USTCE@AOL.COM 

>> > 

North  Central  Minnesota 
Native  American  Veterans 
Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
Vets  helping  Vets 
Leech  Lake  Indian  Reservation 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Af ricans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 


Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 


Writer/Activist : Jewelle  Gomez 
Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 
Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 
Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 
Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 
Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 
Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) : 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Afro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

November  is  Native  American  Heritage  Month  & Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Month! 
Month  long  events  are  planned  in  Washington,  DC,  in  support  of  gaining 
Executive  Clemency  for  this  noble  Political  Prisoner  of  War.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583, 
Lawrence,  KS  66044  (785)  842-5774. 

Dec.  31,  1999-3an.  9,  2000:  The  New  Millenium  First  People's  World  Fair  & Pow 
Wow,  at  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ.  Also  known  as  "Thunder  in  the 
Desert,"  the  promoters  of  this  event  say  that  over  100  tribal  nations  from 
North  America  and  additional  First  People  from  around  the  world  will  come 
together  for  this  event  to  share  their  cultural  experiences  through  song, 
dance,  food,  crafts  and  cultural  displays.  For  more  information,  call  (520) 
622-4900  or  check  out  their  website  at  http://www.usaindianinfo.org. 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  3o3o  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  10:53:26  -0700 
From:  Dean  Smith  <Dean .Smith@NAU. EDU> 
Sub j : This  isn't  as  pretty 


Conference  Announcement:  The  College  of  Business  Administration  of 
Northern  Arizona  University  announces  the  "Modern  Native  America: 
Building  Successful  Communities"  conference  in  August  2000. 

The  overarching  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  share  research  and 
practices  that  can  be  or  are  being  used  to  improve  First  Nations 
communities.  Thus  the  centerpiece  of  all  discussion  will  be  "Community" 
in  the  broadest  sense  to  include  culture,  religion,  family  and 
citizenry.  Four  branches  of  discussion  encircle  this  centerpiece: 
Environment,  Education,  Economics  and.  Institutions  and  Policy. 
Presenters  are  asked  to  discuss  one  or  more  of  these  branches  in 
relation  to  the  goal  of  self-sufficient  and  self-determined  First 
Nations  communities.  Historical  discussions  are  welcome  inasmuch  as  they 
help  define  the  current  issues  facing  the  First  Nations.  The  conference 
will  be  held  in  Flagstaff  Arizona  August  16-18,  2000. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  academic  scholars,  tribal  leaders 
and  practitioners  involved  with  issues  of  concern  to  the  First  Nations. 
Though  paper  presentation  is  highly  encouraged,  you  are  most  welcome  to 
attend  presentations,  join  in  the  discussions,  working  sessions,  and 
meet  new  friends  and  colleagues  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  (and 
possibly  elsewhere) . Student  participation  and  presentation  are  strongly 
encouraged . 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Dean  Smith,  NAU,  P.0.  Box 
15066,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  prior  to  April  1,  2000.  Registration  fee  of 
$275  is  due  upon  acceptance  of  presentation  topic.  (E-mail: 
dean . smith@nau.edu) 

Papers  or  detailed  abstracts  submitted  prior  to  January  1,  2000  will  be 
returned  prior  to  March  1 so  that  authors  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  any  necessary  revisions  prior  to  the  April  deadline.  Publication  of 
the  proceedings  is  anticipated.  Co-sponsors:  Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Native  American  Business  Organization  (student 
group), College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Education,  School  of  Forestry,  and  Institute  for  Native  Americans  all 
at  Northern  Arizona  University.  For  further  information,  please  visit 
our  web  site:  www.cba.nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Tentative  Schedule  of  Events 
Wednesday  August  16,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  Opening  Comments  and  Purpose  of  the  Conference 
9:15-9:45  Introductions 
9:45-10:45  Keynote  Speaker 
10:45-11:00  Break  (Coffee) 

11:00-12:00  Tribal  Leaders  Panel 
12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Environmental  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Community  Initiatives  Panel  and  Open  Discussion 
4:30-6:00  Break 

6:00-9:00  Dinner  and  Entertainment  (Old  Main) 

Thursday  August  17,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 
9:00-9:45  Keynote  Speaker 
9:45-10:00  Break(Coffee) 

10:00-12:00  Economic  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois,  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Institutional  and  Policy  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 
3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Keynote  speaker 


Friday  August  18,  2000 


8:00-8:15  Opening  Prayer  (Coffee  before) 

8:15-10:15  Education  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

10:15-10:30  Break  (Coffee) 

10:30-11:30  Working  Groups 

11:30-12:30  Working  Lunch  (Box  lunch  delivered  to  classrooms) 

12:30-3:00  Reports  from  Working  Groups 
3:00-3:30  Closing  Comments  and  Prayer 

Saturday  August  19,  2000 

Optional  excursion:  Grand  Canyon  Visit 

Working  Lunches 

The  first  two  lunches  will  be  served  a 3-minute  walk  from  the 
meeting  site.  The  presenters  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  five  working 
groups  for  the  working  lunches.  On  purpose,  not  all  presenters  will  be 
assigned  their  topical  area.  For  instance,  one  of  the  environmental 
initiatives  presenters  may  be  assigned  to  the  education  working  group. 
Audience  members  will  be  invited  to  select  one  of  the  five  topical  areas 
(Economics,  Education,  Environment,  Institutions  and  Policy,  and 
Community).  The  Community  working  group  will  discuss  the  overarching 
issues  of  the  conference. 

Based  upon  space  limitations,  audience  members  will  be  assigned 
to  their  preferred  working  group.  One  staff  member  will  be  assigned  note 
taking  tasks  and  will  type  and  print  the  notes  for  the  next  luncheon. 
(Available  at  registration  the  next  morning.)  One  staff  member  will  be 
assigned  as  facilitator  for  each  luncheon. 

During  the  first  luncheon,  members  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
problems  and  concerns  in  their  topical  area.  The  end  product  of  the 
first  luncheon  is  to  identify  three  important  initiatives  or  challenges 
within  that  topical  area. 

During  the  second  luncheon,  members  will  revisit  each  of  the 
three  initiatives  or  challenges  identified  during  the  first  luncheon. 
Taking  roughly  20  minutes  to  discuss  each  of  these,  members  will  further 
develop  their  ideas.  The  end  task  for  this  luncheon  is  to  flesh  out  the 
ideas  for  more  detailed  discussion  the  next  day.  If  possible,  a top 
priority  should  be  identified. 

During  the  extended  third  work  period,  one  of  the  initiatives  or 
challenges  should  be  more  fully  developed.  Each  group  will  have  15 
minutes  to  present  their  discussion  during  the  afternoon  session,  so 
much  of  the  time  should  be  spent  finalizing  a presentation.  Box  lunches 
will  be  delivered  to  the  classrooms. 

Each  group  will  report  their  findings  during  the  afternoon 
session.  There  will  be  a few  minutes  for  questions  to  each  group.  Each 
working  group  will  be  asked  to  submit  a written  report  no  later  than  10 
weeks  after  the  conference  for  inclusion  in  the  proceedings.  Due  to  the 
working  nature  of  the  conference,  presenters  are  expected  to  attend  all 
conference  functions  Wednesday-Friday . This  is  an  implied  agreement  upon 
acceptance  of  an  abstract  or  paper.  Volunteers  will  be  requested  to 
chair  each  team  for  the  management  of  the  presentation  and  writing  the 
final  report. 

In  order  to  maintain  a working  atmosphere  the  working  groups  are 
limited  to  20-25  participants  each.  If  necessary,  a sixth  working  group 
can  be  accommodated.  Total  participation  is  capped  at  125  registrants. 

Environmental  Initiatives  Sessions. 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
environmental  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 


Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Waste  disposal 

Forestry 

TEK 


Grazing  and  wildlife  management 
Mining 

Water  pollution 


Economic  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
economic  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Tribal  Enterprise  Development  Use  of  gaming 

revenues 

Unemployment  programs  Developing  entrepreneurs 

Training  programs  Community  Development  Planning 


Institutions  and  Policy  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various  policy 
initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Included  in  this 
avenue  of  discussion  are  those  topics  involving  institutional  reform. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Institutional  reform  Government  to  government 

relations 

Water  Rights  Decentralizing  Government 

Dudiciary  BIA  issues 

Education  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
education  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Language  programs 
Community  Development 
Elderly  programs 

Tribal  Colleges 
Retention 


The  Role  of  Education  in  Tribal 

Reconnecting  Schools  and  Communities 
2+2  Degree  programs 
Scholarship  programs 


Lodging:  Under  negotiation  as  of  August  14,  1999.  August  is  peak 
tourist  season  in  Flagstaff,  so  travel  and  room  reservations  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  Please  see  our  web  site  for  updated 
information : www. cba . nau . edu/modernnatamconf 


Grand  Canyon  Visit:  An  optional  excursion  has  been  scheduled  for 
Saturday  August  19.  The  cost  for  this  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Park  is  estimated  at  $84.  This  fee  includes  entry  to  the  Park, 
transportation  and  lunch.  In  many  cases,  you  may  find  that  a Saturday 
stay-over  will  reduce  your  airfare  enough  to  make  this  trip  and  an  extra 
night's  stay  in  Flagstaff  actually  a cost  saving. 

Registration:  Registration  fees  for  the  conference  are  $275  per  person. 
These  fees  include  dinner  and  entertainment  on  opening  day,  all  lunches. 


coffee  breaks,  and  conference  materials.  Registration  for  presenters  is 
targeted  at  25  presenters.  Due  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a working 
atmosphere  during  the  working  lunches  and  work  groups,  registration  for 
non-presenters  is  initially  limited  to  the  first  75  paid  registrants. 
Full  time  students  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  limited  number  (10)  of 
scholarships,  which  will  reduce  this  registration  fee  to  $100.  Payment 
of  fees  is  due  prior  to  Duly  1,  2000,  however  due  to  space  limitations, 
early  registration  is  encouraged.  Registration  fees  are  nonrefundable. 
The  total  number  of  participants  is  absolutely  limited  to  125.  Please 
visit  our  web  site  for  registration  information; 
www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

MNA:  Advisory  Council 

Richard  Atleo,  Malaspina  University-College 

Duane  Champagne,  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  UCLA. 

Stephen  Cornell,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  University 
of  Arizona. 

Carole  Goldberg,  School  of  Law,  UCLA. 

Waylon  Honga,  Tribal  Council,  Hualapai  Nation. 

Keith  Dames,  College  of  Natural  Sciences,  Colorado  State  University. 
Doseph  Martin,  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  and  Institute  for 
Native  Americans,  NAU. 

Dane  Mt.  Pleasant,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life 
Sciences,  Cornell  University. 

Marianne  Nielson,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  NAU. 

Tony  Skrelunas,  Division  of  Economic  Development,  Navajo  Nation. 

Dean  Howard  Smith,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development, 

NAU. 

Doan  Timeche,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development,  NAU. 
Ronald  Trosper,  College  of  Ecosystem  Science  and  Management,  NAU. 

Dean  Howard  Smith 

Associate  Professor  of  Economics 

Northern  Arizona  University 

P.O.  Box  15066 

NAU 

Flagstaff  AZ  86011-5066 

520-523-7396 

fax:  520-523-7331 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 


Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamben.org/ossahatchee.htm 
Thank  you, 

Tracie  Moore 


Date:  Sun,  5 Dec  1999  12:48:15  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 
Sub j : Winter  Pow  Wows 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 
>Southeast< 

Note:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have  their 
name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to  Wanige@aol.com. 
The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections  for  inclusion  in 
future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward  these  mailings  with 
my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify  dates! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well. 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


OKLAHOMA 

Dec.  31:  Good  Medicine  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  Kitchens  of  America  Building, 
Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds,  Oklahoma  City.  Info:  Kathy  Stairs  (405)  751-7132 
or  goodmedicine@hotmail.com. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Dec.  31  & 3an.  1-2:  Cedar  Lakes  New  Year's  Sobriety  Pow  Wow,  Cedar  Lakes 
Resort,  Ripley.  The  first  day  of  the  pow  wow,  Dec.  31,  is  open  to  Native 
Americans  only,  & closed  to  the  general  public.  Camp  grounds  are  nearby,  and 
rooms  are  available  at  a special  rate  of  $40.00  for  the  weekend.  Reservations 
should  be  made  in  advance.  Drums  for  the  event  include:  Our  Brothers  Drum, 
Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  Mystic  Lake  Singers.  Info:  Tony  Jennings  (304) 

548-6539  or  Wayne  Appleton  (304)  342-0884. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Harvey  Arden, 

Willie  Wallace,  Robert  Dorman,  Henry/Rolling  Thunder  Enterprises, 

Black  Mesa  Projects,  Pat  Morris,  Janet  Smith,  Chris  Milda,  Larry  Innes, 
Barbara  Landis,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  Johnny  Rustywire,  AliceH, 
Debra  Sanders,  Jim  Steele,  Rose  Marshall,  Martha  E Ture,  Andrea  Lord 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:22:03  2000 
Date:  Tue,  4 Han  2000  18:48:43  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.002 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Osage  moon  of  the  long  day 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Nat-Film,  Chiapas-L, 
Paths-L  & Triballaw  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //www. mbnet . mb . ca /first per/ 
http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net/ 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 


Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"It  was  our  belief  that  the  love  of  possessions  is  a weakness  to 
overcome.  Its  appeal  is  to  the  material  part,  and  if  allowed  to  find 
its  way  it  will  in  time  disturb  one's  spiritual  balance.  Therefore, 
children  must  early  learn  the  beauty  of  generosity.  They  are  taught  to 
give  what  they  prize  most,  that  they  may  taste  the  happiness  of  giving. 
"If  a child  is  inclined  to  be  grasping  or  to  cling  to  any  of  his  or  her 
little  possessions,  legends  are  related  about  the  contempt  and  disgrace 
falling  upon  the  ungenerous  and  mean  person.  . ." 

"The  Indians  in  their  simplicity  literally  give  away  all  that  they 
have  --  to  relatives,  to  guests  of  other  tribes  and  clans,  but  above 
all  to  the  poor  and  the  aged,  from  whom  they  can  hope  for  no  return." 

Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa),  Santee  Sioux 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
i of  the  Republic  i 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

f as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  i 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  _+ 

i Dourney  [ 

[ The  Bloodline  | 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  | 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  | 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

I ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  "millennium  bug"  didn't  bring  down  the  dominant  society  and  many  of 
their  "sacred  cows"  as  they  had  feared  it  would.  Now,  all  the  modern 
Don  Quixote's  can  go  back  to  their  tasks  of  maintaining  top-down  control, 
and  raping  the  Earth  of  her  resources. 

Few  things  are  worse  than  an  emboldened  coward,  and  now  there  will  be 
many.  Flaving  turned  back  the  evil  headless  horseman  of  Y2K,  and  stopped 
his  attack  on  their  notion  of  linear  time  they  and  now  return  to  affairs 
of  state,  such  as  building  shopping  malls  over  our  ancestors  resting  places. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


The  following  note  from  Lakota  Elder  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  will  tell  you 


the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  is  doing  their  part  to  keep  the  big  wheel 
turning: 


Date:  Fri,  31  Dec  1999  10:18:45  GMT 
From:  rosalie@enetis.net 

Sub j : Ihanktonwan  Ancestral  Remains  In  Jeopardy 

Please  be  on  alert  for  detailed  information  re:  the  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe 
battle  for  time  to  retrieve  and  rebury  remains  under  threat  of  Corps  of 
Engineers  re-submerging  the  remains. 

Rosalie 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

The  help  list  will  be  run  this  week  and  next.  Please  do  not  believe  for 
one  moment  the  needs  will  disappear.  They  will  not. 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  July  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

CRITICAL  UPDATE 

I wanted  to  thank  you  again  for  posting  the  info  about  the  mobile  homes... 
two  are  being  taken  up  this  morning,  and  we're  not  sure,  cause  of  the 
weather  what  is  next,  but  Carmeen  is  still  receiving  donated  homes. 
Unfortunately,  the  one  trucker  who  was  hauling  at  a reduced  rate  went  to 
Texas  for  the  winter  so  the  best  rate  we  can  get  now  is  835  for  a 12'  wide 
or  under.  The  larger  ones  require  pilot  car  services  and  will  cost  us  more 
( like  about  1200) 

But  any  donation  towards  this  will  be  very  much  appreciated. 

For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82002 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8052 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 


Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

**  URGENT  NOTE:  Bonnie,  who  has  given  all  for  her  people,  is  in  need  of 
a kidney  transplant,  and  medical  assistance  until  a transplant  is  possible. 
Donations  for  her  kidney  emergency  may  be  sent  to  this  same  address. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Date:  Thu,  16  Dec  1999  06:34:42  -0600 
From:  "Avalon  Bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : donations 

gary 

i work  with  a small,  non  profit  org.,  the  trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc. 
in  far  west  texas  --  we've  collected  almost  a quarter  of  a ton  of  good, 
clean,  used  clothing,  sent  off  a lot  of  it,  but  still  need  addresses  for 
where  the  people  have  the  greatest  need 

let's  network/work  together  ! 

i'll  see  what  i can  do  about  a 'blanket  drive'  and  if  you  have  specific 
addresses,  please  let  me  know 

one  of  our  elders  has  started  a 'school  supply'  donation  drive  in  elementary 
schools  in  west  texas  to  get  kids  in  each  grade  to  donate  extras,  e.g.  first 
graders  collect  pencils,  second  grade  paper,  third  grade  art  supplies,  etc. 

if  you  want  to  know  more  about  who  'we'  are,  read  the  tprc  website  below 

also,  if  you  have  names  of  prisoners,  i'd  take  time  to  write  a couple 

achitu . 


avalon  aka  brings  together  woman 

http: //tprc .freeservers. com 
http: //p rad er-wi Hi -opt ions . 8m . com 
http: //one -earth -one -people . 8m . com 

"The  Indian  world  was  devoted  to  living;  the  European  world  to  getting. 
Historian,  1764 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A.  gars@crl.com 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643  gars@wolf star . com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Former  Chief  at  Moraviantown 
Passes 

- Office  of  Surface  Mining 
News  Release 

- Hopi  Chronology  of  the 
Navajo  Hopi  Land  Dispute 

- The  San  Andres  Accords 

- Militarization  and  Indigenous 
Peoples  in  Mexico 

- Yellowstone  Buffalo 

- Ward  Valley  Update 

- Unified  Response  to 
Attacks  on  Sovereignty 

- Tribal  Healers  Dying  Off 

- Navajo  Oil  Trust 
Accounting  Is  Lax 

- In  Mayan  Worldview 


- Cherokee  Group  Due  Better  Tally 

- Evidence  of  American 
Indian  Burial  Site 

- For  Native  American  Church 
Peyote  is  Sacred 

- Makah  Survey 

- MnDoT  Update  from  Mahpiya  Duta 

- AIM  Struggles  to 
Reconcile  Aquash  Murder 

- Doin  the  Peltier  for  President 
Write-In  Campaign 

- Support  Needed  for  Standing  Deer 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- The  Deerhunter 

- Poem:  Black  Ashes 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


Year  2000  Holds  No  Significance 


- Upcoming  Events 


"RE : Former  Chief  at  Moraviantown  Passes"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Han  2000  07:43:02  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-23-99 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Richard  Snake,  Former  Chief  at  Moraviantown,  Passes 
London  Free  Press 
December  22,  1999 

It  is  with  great  sadness  the  family  announces  the  passing  of  Chief 
Richard  W.  Snake  on  Monday,  December  20,  1999  at  his  home  in  Moraviantown. 
Beloved  husband  of  Sandra,  loving  father  of  Shawn,  Derekica,  Shannon  and 
William  and  adopted  grandsons  Dason  and  Gibson.  Dear  brother  of  Buelah 
Timothy;  predeceased  by  a brother  Herbert  Snake.  Also  survived  by  many 
Lenape  nieces,  nephews  and  friends.  Richard  was  a dedicated  Chief  for  28 
years  and  was  recognized  for  his  service  by  the  Government  of  Canada  with 
the  Medal  of  Canada.  Chief  Snake  also  was  a founding  father  of  many  native 
associations  in  Canada  and  the  United  States.  Richard  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Delaware  Senior  Citizens,  and  continued  his  involvement  as  Director 
of  numerous  Native  associations.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  family 
friends  and  everyone  whose  life  he  touched.  At  Richard'  request  there  will 
be  no  funeral  home  visitation  or  funeral  service.  In  lieu  of  flowers 
donations  may  be  made  to  the  Delaware  Grand  Council  of  North  America 
through  the  funeral  home  in  Richard's  memory.  Arrangements  entrusted  to 
the  Dohn  C.  Badder  Funeral  Home,  72  Victoria  , Thamesville,  Ontario, 
Canada.  Tel  519-692-4222. 

"RE;  office  of  Surface  Mining  News  Release"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Dec  1999  13:21:25  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Office  of  Surface  Mining  News  Release 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Note  that  toward  the  end, 

"OSM  is  inviting  comments  on  the  initiatives  from  other  federal, 
state,  and  local  agencies,  the  coal  industry,  and  coalfield  citizens." 
--Bob  Dorman 

OSM  NEWS 

U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
Office  of  Surface  Mining 

For  Release:  December  28,  1999  Derry  Childress  (202)  208-2719 

jchildre@osmre.gov 
OSM  ISSUES  NATIONAL  HYDROLOGY/ AMD  INITIATIVES  REPORT 
Kathy  Karpan,  Director  of  the  Interior  Department's  Office  of  Surface 
Mining  (OSM)  today  released  a National  Hydrology/Acid  Mine  Drainage  (AMD) 
Initiatives  Report  which  outlines  OSM  initiatives  and  actions  for  both 
ongoing  and  planned  actions  to  strengthen  overall  efforts  to  prevent  and 
control  AMD  and  to  address  water  related  issues  in  the  regulatory  and 
abandoned  mine  land  programs. 

Karpan  noted  that  acid  drainage  from  active  and  abandoned  coal  mines  has 
already  destroyed  thousands  of  miles  of  streams  nationwide.  "While  States 
and  the  mining  industry  have  made  progress  in  preventing  acid  mine 
drainage  from  active  operations,  we  have  more  work  ahead  to  prevent  AMD 
from  future  mining  and  to  remediate  past  damage,"  Karpan  said.  "Thus,  the 
prevention  of  acid  and  toxic  discharges  from  coal  mining  operations  into 
surface  and  ground  waters,  and  the  remediation  of  mining-related  pollutant 


discharges,  are  among  the  Office  of  Surface  Mining's  highest  priorities." 

To  advance  these  priorities,  OSM  established  the  Appalachian  Clean 
Streams  Initiative,  with  a primary  focus  on  AMD  from  abandoned  mines,  and 
the  Acid  Drainage  Technology  Initiative,  which  concerns  both  the  mediation 
and  prevention  of  AMD  from  future  mining.  To  complement  these  efforts, 

OSM  developed  policy  goals,  objectives,  and  strategies  to  protect  the 
hydrologic  balance  in  coal  mining  areas  from  the  effects  of  AMD. 

According  to  Karpan,  OSM  developed  the  outline  to  provide  a framework 
for  the  above  initiatives  and  other  OSM  actions.  "This  initiative  details 
the  policy,  oversight,  training,  and  cooperative  efforts  with  State  and 
Federal  agencies  and  other  groups  for  AMD  problem  prevention  and  clean  up, 
" she  added.  "This  is  a work  in  progress  and  will  be  updated  as  needed." 

Karpan  said  that  OSM  is  inviting  comments  on  the  initiatives  from  other 
federal,  state,  and  local  agencies,  the  coal  industry,  and  coalfield 
citizens.  (Copies  of  the  report  can  be  downloaded  from  OSM's  web  site  at: 
www . osmre . gov/ reg/1228hydro logy . htm,  or 

obtained  from  Richard  Bryson  at  OSM  headquarters  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on 
(202)  208  -2776.)  "OSM  appreciates  your  valuable  input  to  this  important 
effort,"  Karpan  said.  "We  hope  everyone  with  an  interest  in  these  issues 
will  review  the  outline  and  provide  us  with  comments." 

-OSM- 
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THE  NAVA30  HOPI  LAND  DISPUTE  CHRONOLOGY 
The  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Issue: 

A Chronology 


1700  - Navajo  migrate  into  the  southwest. 

1850  - Navajo  encroachment  and  occupation  of  Hopi  Lands. 

1863  - Marauding  Navajos  are  captured  by  Colonel  Kit  Carson, U.S.  Army,  and 
imprisoned  at  Bosque  Redondo,  New  Mexico. 

1868  - August  15:  The  Navajo  Treaty  is  signed  with  the  United  States  and 
establishes  the  Navajo  Reservation  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  territory. 


1878  - October  29:  the  first  Executive  Order  by  President  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  is  given,  which  increases  the  acreage  in  thel868  Navajo  Reservation 
Treaty. 


1880  - January  6:  Executive  Order  by  President  Rutherford  B.  Hayes 
increases  acreage  to  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

1882  - December  16:  Executive  Order  by  President  Chester  A.  Arthur 
establishes  the  Hopi  Indian  Reservation. 

1884  - May  17:  Executive  Order  by  President  Chester  A.  Arthur  increases 
acreage  to  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

1900  - January  8:  Executive  Order  by  President  William  McKinley  adds 
1,240,460  more  acres  to  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

- - November  14:  Executive  Order  by  Theodore  Roosevelt  increases 

acreage  to  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

1908  - January  28:  Executive  Order  by  Theodore  Roosevelt  increases  acreage 
to  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

1918  - January  14:  Executive  Order  established  by  President  Woodrow  Wilson 
increases  acreage  to  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

1930  - May  23:  Executive  Order  issued  by  President  Herbert  C.  Hoover 
provides  more  acreage  to  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

1931  - February  21:  Executive  Order  by  President  Hoover  adds  more  acreage 
to  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

1934  - Congressional  Act  of  June  1934  establishes  the  Navajo  Reservation 
for  "the  Navajos  and  such  other  Indians  already  settled  thereon&#133; " 

1936  - December  19:  The  Hopi  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Hopi  Tribe  is 
approved  and  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  is  established. 

- Land  Management  Districts  are  established  by  the  Bureau  of 

Indian  Affairs  and  covers  both  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  Reservations.  The 
grazing  "District  6"  line  is  drawn  around  the  Hopi  villages  located  on 
First,  Second,  and  Third  Mesas.  The  Hopi  Tribe  contested  this  action. 

1943  - April:  Hopi  District  #6  is  designated  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA)  as  the  only  exclusive  Hopi  Reservation  within  the  1882 
Reservation.  The  Hopi,  once  again,  contest  this  action  and  effectively 
confines  the  Hopi  to  600,000  acres  within  the  1882  Reservation. 

1958  - July  22:  Public  Law  (PL)  885-547  is  signed  and  authorizes  the  Hopi 
Tribal  Chairman  and  the  U.S.  Attorney  General  to  file  a lawsuit  and  "quiet 
title"  the  1882  Reservation  as  a result  of  Healing  vs.  Jones. 

1960  - October:  Healing  vs.  Jones  lawsuit  is  heard  in  Prescott,  AZ. 

1962  - September:  The  Court  issued  the  "Opinion,  Findings  of  Fact  and 
Conclusions  of  Law  and  Judgment"  which  ruled  that  the  BIA  had  not  directly 
and  officially  settled  the  Navajos  on  the  1882  Reservation,  but  had  done  so 
by  implication,  in  direction,  and  neglect.  Also,  District  #6  was  found  to  be 
exclusively  Hopi  and  the  remaining  1882  Hopi  Reservation  was  to  become  a 
Joint  Use  Area  (JUA)  with  the  Navajo  Tribe  on  a "share  and  share-  alike" 
basis  with  one-half  interest  apportioned  to  each,  surface  and  sub-surface. 

- Furthermore,  the  Court  ruled  that  it  did  not  have  jurisdiction  to 
partition  the  JUA  between  the  two  tribes. 

1963  - June  3:  Healing  vs.  Jones  was  appealed  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  and 
was  declined  further  review  of  the  case. 

1972  - The  Hopi  Tribe  initiated  court  proceedings  to  protect  Hopi  interests 
in  the  JUA.  As  a result,  two  restrictions  were  ordered:  livestock  reduction 
to  prevent  overgrazing  and  further  deterioration  of  land,  and  limited  new 


construction  within  the  DUA  unless  authorized  by  both  tribes. 


1974  - December  22:  PL  93-531  "The  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Settlement  Act" 
authorized  the  partitioning  of  the  3UA  and  established  the  Navajo-Hopi 
Indian  Relocation  Commission  (NHIRC)  which  moved  both  Hopi  and-  Navajo 
people  from  the  reservation  lands  of  each  other's  tribe.  It  also  directed 
that  range  restoration  be  undertaken. 

1977  - February  10:  The  District  Court  in  Tucson,  AZ  issued  an  Order  of 
Partition . - 

-  August  30:  An  Interim  Partition  Line  was  constructed . - 

April:  The  District  Court  issued  its  final  judgment  of  partition.  Duly:  PL 
96-305  was  signed  into  law  and  amended  PL  93-531.  The  Navajo  Nation  receives 
an  additional  250,000  acres  of  Bureau  of  Land  Management  land  in  order  to 
move  Navajo  relocatees  and  gives  150,000  acres  of  private  land  into  trust 
for  the  Navajo  Nation.  This  also  established  authority  for  a commission 
discretionary  fund  program.- 

-  April  8:  A relocation  plan  is  presented  to  the  U.S.  Congress 

by  the  NHIRC.  Congress  appropriates  $22  million  to  accomplish  relocation  by 
deadline  date:  Duly  6,  1986. 

1985  - Presidential  Initiative  taken  by  Dudge  William  Clark,  former  Interior 
Secretary,  on  behalf  of  President  Reagan,  to  comprehensively  resolve  the 
Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute.  The  initiative  addressed  the  dispute-  over  the 
1934  Western  addition  to  the  Navajo  Reservation  as  well  as  the  dispute  over 
the  1882  reservation-  former  Doint  Use  Area.  After  nine  months  of  study  and 
negotiations,  Dudge  Clark  reported  no  progress  had-  been  made  toward 
resolving  the  dispute.  This  initiative  was  abandoned. 

1986  - Duly  6:  The  relocation  deadline  was  not  met  by  the  NHIRC  and  was 
extended  by  Congress  based  on  Appropriation  Language. 

Fiscal  Year:  Language  in  the  NHIRC  appropriations  section 

specified  that  funds  could  not  be  used  to  evict  Navajo  people  who,  as  of 
November  30,  1985,  had  applied  for  relocation  benefits  and  were  physically 
domiciled  on  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  (HPL)  while  new  or  replacement-  homes 
were-  being  built. 

- - Fiscal  Year:  The  NHIRC  companion  legislation  also  provided 

$22  million  to  the  BIA  to  construct  homes  and  related  families  for  Navajo 
Relocatees  on  the  new  lands.  As  a result,  forty-five  Navajo  families  were 
relocated . 


- - Duly  6:  Relocation  to  be  completed  by  NHIRC.  Congress  extends 

the  deadline  "until  such  time  housing  is-  acquired  for  those  families  still 
on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands." 

1988  - The  Manybeads  lawsuit  is  filed  by  Navajo  families  on  the  HPL  against 
the  U.S.  which  challenged  the  constitutionality  of  the  1974  Navajo/Hopi 
Settlement  Act  on  the  grounds  of  religious  freedom. 

- - Amendments  made  to  PL  93-531,  superseded  by  PL  96-305, 

abolished  the  three-member  Commission  and  replaced  it  with  a single 
Commissioner,  who  became  the  head  of  the  Office  of  the-  NHIRC  and  was 
appointed  by  the  President.  The  office  of  the  NHIRC  became-  an  independent 
entity  of  the  executive  branch,  where  all  powers, funds, and  responsibilities 
previously  held  by  the  Commission  were  transferred  to  the  Commissioner.  In 
addition,  all  powers  and  duties  of  the  BIA  derived  from  PL  99-190,  relating 
the  Navajo  Nation  from-  Hopi  lands  were  transferred  to  the  Commissioner  on 
Danuary  31,  1989.  All  funds  appropriated  to  the  BIA  for  activities  related 
to  relocation  were  transferred  to  the  Commissioner.  - Moreover,  six  months 
from  the  selection  of  the  Commissioner,  confirmed  by  Senate,  the 
Commissioner  must  submit  a report  to  Congress  identifying-  the  names  and 


property  of  persons  pending  relocation  to  receive  relocation  benefits. 


1989  - September:  The  1934  Boundary  Bill  Case  hearing  determines  "quiet 
title"  to  the  1934  Navajo  Reservation.  The  Hopi  Tribe  carries  the  burden  of 
proof  of  use,  occupation,  and  possession  of  lands  by  Hopis  in  1934. 

- - Dudge  Carroll  dismissed  the  Manybeads  Case  in  U.  S.  District 

Court.  The  Hopi  Tribe  was  not  a party  in  this  case,  but  appeared  as  a 
"friend  of  the  Court." 

1991  - May  10:  The  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  orders  the  Hopi  and  Navajo 

Tribes,  the  U.S.,  and  individual-  Navajo  families  who  live  on  Hopi  land  to 

mediate  and  negotiate  a settlement  under  the  direction  of  Federal  Dudge 

Harry  R.  McCue. 

- - Dune  11:  A first  meeting  was  held  between  the  two  tribes  and 

Dudge  McCue.  The  Navajo  Nation  offers  a land  exchange  and  is  rejected  by  the 
Hopi  Tribe.  Dudge  McCue  directs  both  parties  to  submit  proposals. 

- Dune  20:  Dudge  holds  a second  meeting  where  the  Navajo  Nation 

submits  a modified  land  exchange  proposal.  The  Hopi  Tribe  establishes  a list 
of  pre-conditions  to  be  satisfied  by  the  Navajo  Nation  and  its  residents  on 
the 

HPL  prior  to  the  initiation  of  mediation.  The  Navajo  Nation  and  families 
respond  favorably  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  convince  the  Mediator  to  justify 
the  preparation  of  an  offer  by  the  Navajo  Nation  to-  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

1992  - May:  The  Hopi  Tribe  counter  proposes  to  lease  a certain  amount  of  the 

HPL  to  the  Navajo  residents  under  certain  terms  and  conditions.  Dudge  McCue 
refers  to  this  as  "a  manifestation  of  the  Hopi  Tribe's  good  faith"  and 
allows  negotiations  to  continue. 

- - September  10:  A proposal  based  upon  a land  exchange  and  the 

payment  of  money  by  the  Navajo  Nation  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  is  made.  The  Hopi 
Tribe  refuses  to  give  up  more  Hopi  land  and  the  proposal  is  rejected. 

- - October:  The  parties  reach  an  "Agreement  in  Principle"  (AIP) 

after  twelve  months  of  arduous  negotiations  and  attempts  by  the  Navajo 
Nation  to  offer  a land  exchange  proposal. 

- - October  20:  The  AIP  is  ratified  by  both  tribes  and  the  Federal 

Government  to  set  up  a framework  upon  which  the  current  land  settlement 
agreement  was  built,  including  the  Accommodation  Agreement  with  Navajo 
families . 


- - November  23:  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  Resolution  No.  H-129-92  was 

passed  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  which  ratified  the  AIP  and  authorized 
the  Chairman  and  the  Relocation  Task  Team  to  implement  the  AIP. 

. . September  23:  Hopi  Tribal  Council  Resolution  No.  H87-92, 

passed  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  establishes  the  Relocation  Task  Team  to 
address  the  relocation  issues  and  settlement  proposals. 

1993  - During  the  summer  of  1993,  a series  of  meetings  were  held  with  Navajo 
families  to  educate  them  on  the  contents  of  the  AIP.  These  meetings  were 
held  in  Teesto,  Mosquito  Springs,  Cactus  Valley,  Red  Willow  Springs, 

CoalMine  Mesa,  Big  Mountain,  the  Hopi  Reservation,  and  in  Flagstaff. 

- - August  5:  Navajo  families  unanimously  reject  the  AIP,  with 

only  one  Navajo  individual  voting  in  favor.  Later,  it  was  learned  that  the 
wrong  ballot  was  approved  by  the  Navajo  Nation  in  an  effort  to  settle. 

- - August  12:  The  Navajo  Nation  submitted  another  proposal  for  a 

land  exchange  to  the  Hopi  Tribe. 


- - August  17:  Hopi  Tribal  Council  Resolution  No.  H-127-93 

passed,  which  directed  the  Hopi  Land  Negotiation  Task  Team  to  discontinue 
mediation  talks  with  the  Navajo  Nation  based  on  their  insistence  on  a land 
exchange.  - The  concluded  that  the  Navajo  Nation  negotiated  in  bad  faith 
and  they  had  misinformed  Navajo  families  on  the  terms  of  the  AIP.  The  Hopi 
Tribe  directed  the  federal  government  to  pursue  relocation  immediately. 

1994  - February:  Dudge  McCue  came  before  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  (HTC)  to 
request  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  reconsider  the  offer  previously  made  to  the  Navaj 
families  and  revise  the  Accommodations  Agreement.  After  many  debates,  the 
HTC  voted  in  favor  and  directed  that  this  would  be  a final  offer  without 
further  negotiations. 

- - March  29:  The  Hopi  Tribe  submitted  a final  agreement,  accepted 

by  Dudge  McCue  who  stated  that  this  was  the  final  offer  from  the  Hopi 
Tribe . 


- - Spring:  The  Hopi  Tutsqua  (Lands)  Team  met  with  Navajo 

families  in  Teesto,  at  the  Hopi  Civic  Center,  and  at  the  Northern  Arizona 
University  (NAU)  campus  to  educate  these  families  about  the  Accommodations 
Agreement . 

- - May  23:  Approximately  234  Navajo  families  voted  in  favor  of  the 

Accommodation  Agreement  and  based  on  the  vote,  the  Dudge  determined  that 
80%  of  eligible  families  ratified  the  AIP,  thereby  accepting  this  agreement 

- - Duly:  Dudge  McCue  directed  all  parties  to  begin  the 

implementation  of  the  AIP  and  informed  all  parties  that  mediation  was  over. 

- - December  14:  The  Navajo  Nation  Council  passed  Navajo  Tribal 

Resolution  CD-107-94,  which  informed  parties  the  AIP  expired  and  determined 
to  be  null  and  void.  - This  resolution  also  gave  specific  instructions  for 
negotiations  and  formally  rescinded  Navajo  Tribal  Resolution  CAU-56-93, 
which  supported  the  AIP.  Thus,  the  Navajo-  Nation  refused  to  participate 
any  further. 

1995  - Danuary  13:  The  first  meeting,  held  in  Flagstaff,  AZ,  with  Navajo 
families  to  implement  the  AIP. 

_ . February  16:  The  Hopi  Tribe  approved  13  construction  applications 

for  Navajo  families  residing  on  the  HPL  as  an  effort  in  good  faith 
towards  the  implementation  of  the  AIP. 

- - March  9:  A meeting  with  Navajo  families  in  Flagstaff,  AZ  on 

the  AIP. 


- - A meeting  was  held  with  Dudge  McCue  to  determine  whether  the 

AIP  was  still  in  effect  due  to  the  Navajo  Nation's  Resolution.  Dudge  McCue 
determined  that  all  other  parties  could  continue  without  the  Navajo  Nation. 

- - March  3:  Navajo  families  submitted  a statement  to  the  Hopi 

Tutsqua  Team  about  eighteen  religious  concerns,  requests,  and  questions 
regarding  the  proposed  Accommodation  Agreement.  During  the  meeting,  Navajo 
families  designated  representatives  from  different  areas  for  the 
implementation  phase. 

- March  13:  The  Hopi  Tutsqua  Team  responded  by  letter  to  the 

concerns  of  Navajo  families  and  continued  discussions  to  educate  these 
families  on  Hopi  Tribal  Ordinances. 

- - April  30:  At  a meeting  held  at  the  Hopi  Civic  Center,  Navajo 

families  agreed  to  obtain  Hopi  Tribal  permits  for  collecting  wood  and  tree 
boughs  for  religious  purposes,  building  temporary  religious  structures,  and 
grazing. 


- - May  4,  May  30,  and  Dune  19:  Meetings  held  with  Navajo 

families  at  the  Hopi  Civic  Center  to  implement  the  AIP. 

- - The  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  Hopi  Tutsqua  Team  receive  a resolution 

from  a Navajo  family  representative  to  continue  discussions  with  the  Hopi 
Tribe . 


- - Dune  29  & 30:  Meetings  held  with  Navajo  families  in 

Flagstaff,  AZ  to  implement  the  AIP. 

- - Duly  7:  Hopi  Tribal  Resolution  H-110-94  is  approved  and 

allows  the  Hopi  Tutsqua  Team  to  address  issues  pertaining  to  the  1992  AIP. 

- - Duly  13:  A meeting  with  Navajo  families  in  Flagstaff,  AZ  to 

implement  the  AIP.  Mr.  Dave  Lombardi,  a 9th  Circuit  Court  observer,  attends 
this  meeting. 

- - October  2:  Navajo  families  vote  and  accept  the  Hopi  Tribe's 

Accommodation  Agreement  with  clarifications  on  their  eighteen  concerns. 

- - November  27:  Hopi  Tribal  Council  H157-95  approves  and  authorizes 

the  Chairman  to  sign  the  Settlement  Agreement  and  directs  the  Hopi 
Tutsqua  Team  to  begin  immediate  implementation  of  the  Settlement  Agreement. 

- - December  12:  Chairman  Secakuku  signs  the  Settlement 

Agreement . 

1996  - March  28:  A hearing  was  held  on  the  Settlement  Agreement  in 
Washington  D.C.  before  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
Testimony  was  provided  by  the  Hopi  Tribe,  Navajo  Nation,  the  federal 
government,  and  Navajo  families. 

- - April  10:  Senator  McCain's  staff  meets  with  Hopi  people  and 

visits  the  Hopi  Reservation,  the  HPL,  and  Navajo  families. 

- - May  13:  The  Hopi  Tutsqua  Team  meets  with  the  Arizona  Congressional 

Delegation  to  seek  legislation  support  to  allow  the  Hopi  Tribe  to 
enter  into  a 75  year  lease  agreement  with  Navajo  families.  Senator  McCain, 
Chairman  of  the  Indian  Select  Committee,  determines  the  entire  Settlement 
Agreement  must  be  legislated. 

September  9-13:  Senate  Bill  (SB)  1973,  the  Land  Settlement 

Act  of  1996,  - was  presented  by  the  Indian  Affairs  Committee.  An  amendment 
added  the  Water  Rights  Provision,  a five-mile  buffer,  85%  for  Trust  lands, 
and  stated  that  the  Navajo  Nation  was  not  a party  to  the  Settlement 
Agreement . 

- - September  25:  the  Senate  Indian  Committee  held  a hearing  on 

the  closure  of  the  NHIRC  Flagstaff  Office.  Hopi  Tribal  Chairman,  Ferrell 
Secakuku,  testified  in  support  of  the  closure  under  the  terms  of  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  with  Navajo  families. 

- - September  27:  SB  1973  passed  through  Senate  and  on  September 

28,  this  bill  passed  through  the  House. 

- - October  2:  The  first  deadline  to  sign  up  for  a lease  is  set 

by  the  Accommodation  Agreement.  An  extension  date  was  granted  to  December 
31,  1996  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council. 

- - October  11:  President  Clinton  signed  Senate  Bill  1973  into 

law. 


- - November  7:  Dudge  Carroll  ruled  on  a preliminary  class 

certification  (a  particular  class  of  individuals)  and  determined  there  will 
be  no  opt  out  (i.e.  will  not  be  bound  by  any  judgment),  therefore  his 


decision  would  be  binding  to  a class  of  Navajo  families  who  will  remain  on 
the  HPL . 


- - December  4:  Five  Navajo  families  sign  their  first  lease  with 

the  Hopi  Tribe. 

- December  31:  The  deadline  to  sign  the  Lease  Agreement  is 

extended  to  March  31,  1997  by  the  HTC  and  coincides  with  Dudge  Carroll's 
Fairness  hearing. 

1997  - February  11-14:  Dudge  Carroll  orders  final  arguments  for  the 
Manybeads  case  to  be  heard  on  February  21st. 

- - February  21:  Dudge  Carroll  hears  the  final  arguments  and  asks 

the  HTC  to  extend  the  lease  sign-up  date  by  30  to-  60  days  to  allow  him  to 
write  his  decision. 

. _ February:  The  Hopi  Tribe  receives  letters  from  Navajo  Nation 

President  Albert  Hale  and  Navajo  Nation  Speaker  of  the  House,  Kelsey  Begaye, 
who  request  a meeting  to  re-negotiate  issues  they  feel  have  not  been 
resolved . 


- - February  24:  The  HTC  decides  not  to  engage  in  re-negotiations  due 

to  the  fact  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  worked  with  Navajo  families  to  develop 
the  current  Accommodation  Agreement,  which  represents  a reasonable  means  of 
allowing  Navajo  families  to  remain  on  the  HPL,  if  they  so  desire. 

- - February  27:  Chairman  Secakuku  and  the  Hopi  Tutsqua  Team  meet 

at  the  Deddito  Chapter  House  to  sign  Navajo  families  to  the  Lease  Agreement. 

- - March  5:  Navajo  Families'  Attorney  Lee  Brook  Phillips  files  a 

petition  with  Dudge  Carroll,  which  requests  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the 
District  of  Arizona  to  not  certify  the  proposed  class  certification. 

March  6:  Navajo  families'  Attorney  Lee  Phillips  writes  a 

letter  to  the  HTC  to  support  the  Accommodation-  Agreement,  despite  an 
article  that  appeared  in  the  Flagstaff  Daily  Sun  entitled,  "Navajo's  May 
Gain  Some"  and  confuses  many  people. 

- - March  11,  March  13,  March  24-29:  Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku  and  the 

Hopi  Tutsqua  Team  sign  Navajo  families  to  the  Lease  Agreement.  - In  a series 
of  locations,  Clayton  Honyumptewa,  Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku,  and  the  Office 
of  Hopi  Lands  sign  Navajo  families  to  this  agreement,  including  Teesto, 
Cactus  Valley,  and  Big  Mountain. 

- March  31:  Deadline  for  Navajo  families  to  sign  the  Lease 

Agreement  at  the  Office  of  Hopi  Lands. 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Robert  T.  Adams,  Field  Monitor  II 
or 

Barbie  Burton,  Secretary 
Office  of  Hopi  Lands 
(520)  734-3817 
(520)  734-3804 

- "RE:  The  San  Andres  Accords"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  1999  15:07:38  -0500 

From:  ncdm  (National  Center  for  Democracy,  Mexico) 

Sub j : The  San  Andres  Accords:  Three  Years  of  Non-Compliance 

Mailing  List:  Chiapas-L  (chiapas-l@profmexis.dgsca.unam.mx) 


Dose  Gil  Olmos 


Three  years  have  passed  since  the  signing  of  the  San  Andres  Accords 
regarding  indigenous  rights  and  culture,  which  have  not  been  fulfilled. 
There  has  been  a vast  range  of  consequences,  from  the  rupture  of  the 
dialogue  (30  months  ago)  and  the  disappearance  of  the  National 
Intermediary  Commission,  to  the  death  of  136  people  at  the  hands  of 
paramilitary  groups,  and  the  displacement  of  15  thousand  indigenous  that 
fled  from  the  mountains  to  save  themselves  from  another  massacre  as 
occurred  in  Acteal,  or  the  forced  expulsion  of  390  foreigners  from  the 
country  that  were  in  the  conflict  zone. 

The  agreements  regarding  indigenous  rights  and  culture  signed  on 
February  16,  1996  in  the  municipal  house  of  San  Andres  Sacamch'em  were 
considered  at  the  time  a decisive  step  towards  the  signing  of  peace  in 
Chiapas;  nevertheless  they  turned  into  a pending  debt  and  their 
fulfillment  the  principal  condition  to  the  renewal  of  the  peace  process. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  agreements  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National 
Liberation  and  the  federal  government  negotiated  for  25  months  after  the 
appearance  of  the  rebel  group.  As  they  reached  the  first  agreements,  the 
federal  government  thought  that  it  had  smoothed  the  road  to  the  signing  of 
peace  and  that  is  why  the  struggle  with  the  Zapatistas  [on  that  Thursday 
that  the  agreements  were  signed]  was  about  them  allowing  their  pictures  to 
be  taken  in  order  to  prove  that  peace  was  in  the  near  future. 

In  four  documents,  the  names  of  Commanders  Tacho,  David  and  Zebedeo 
appeared  next  to  those  of  Marco  Antonio  Bernal  and  Jorge  del  Valle, 
government  representatives.  Nevertheless  the  "historic  picture"  that  would 
have  signified  the  solidifying  of  the  peace  process  was  not  accomplished 
that  day. 

The  ceremony  took  place  in  private,  no  matter  how  much  they  asked  the  17 
commanders  to  make  it  public.  As  they  exited  the  site  of  the  dialogue  to 
say  goodbye  to  the  hundreds  of  indigenous  that  waited  for  them  at  the 
center  of  the  Tzotzil  town.  Commander  David  explained  why  they  had  not 
accepted  having  their  picture  taken  next  to  the  government 
representatives : 

"We  came  to  a small  agreement;  we  should  not  let  ourselves  be  fooled 
into  believing  that  peace  has  been  signed.  If  we  did  not  agree  to  sign 
publicly  it  is  because  we  have  our  reasons  (.  . .),  they  have  always  met 
our  struggle  with  betrayal.  We  can  not  talk  about  peace  when  there  are 
hundreds  of  tanks  upon  us,  with  their  airplanes.  That  is  not  peace,  it  a 
sign  of  war",  he  stated  before  demanding  that  the  government  show  clear 
signs  of  peace. 

The  situation  did  not  change.  The  San  Andres  Accords  barely  lasted  seven 
months  and  the  lack  of  compliance  by  the  government  gave  way  to  new  stages 
of  the  conflict.  The  first  began  on  September  2 of  that  same  year  when  the 
EZLN  declared  the  dialogue  suspended  after  the  decision  of  president 
Ernesto  Zedillo  to  not  accept  the  COCOPA  initiative  elaborated  and  based 
on  the  San  Andres  Accords.  The  president  modified  the  initiative  on 
January  of  97  and  on  March  14,  1998  sent  his  own  initiative  to  the  Senate 
of  the  Republic.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Francisco  Labastida,  argued  that 
with  this  action  the  causes  of  the  conflict  were  solved. 

As  of  the  suspension  of  the  peace  talks,  there  was  no  longer  a table  of 
dialogue  and  the  panorama  of  the  conflict  zone  in  Chiapas  worsened:  it 
received  the  name  of  "low  intensity  war"  and  it  cleared  the  way  for  a 
spiral  of  violence  that  has  caused  the  deaths  of  at  least  136  people  at 
the  hands  of  10  paramilitary  groups  identified  in  the  report  "Chiapas,  the 
war  on  course",  by  the  Miguel  Agustin  Pro  Fluman  Rights  Center  in  Juarez, 
published  last  February  and  also  in  the  investigation  by  the  Fray 
Bartolome  de  las  Casas  Human  Rights  Center  titled  The  Legality  of 
Injustice. 

The  new  face  of  the  conflict 

The  suspension  of  the  dialogue  between  the  EZLN  and  the  federal 
government,  on  September  2,  1996,  because  of  the  non  compliance  by  the 
government  of  the  San  Andres  Accords,  opened  the  doors  of  violence  to  half 
of  the  Chiapanecan  territory  and  led  the  government  to  toughen  their 
politics . 

The  CONAI,  led  by  bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia,  dissolved  after  a campaign 


was  launched  to  discredit  the  diocese  of  San  Cristobal,  in  which  the 
president  took  part.  During  that  same  period  300  foreigners  that  were  in 
the  conflict  zone  left;  87  were  expelled  for  supposedly  intervening  in 
national  politics  and  the  government  presented  a new  strategy  for  Chiapas 
that  reduces  the  conflict  to  only  four  municipalities. 

After  resigning  from  the  CONAI,  Samuel  Ruiz  summarized  the  aggressions 
against  the  diocese  of  San  Cristobal:  "Expulsion  of  seven  priests  based  on 
false  accusations,  negation  of  practice  residency  of  foreign  pastoral 
agents,  jailing  of  four  priests  falsely  accused  and  in  violation  of  their 
human  rights,  the  closing  of  40  churches  (some  occupied  by  the  army), 
arrest  warrants  out  for  a number  of  priests  and  missionaries;  pressure  on 
several  campesinos  to  state  that  the  diocese  gives  weapons  to  the 
communities,  orders  to  the  press  to  distort  the  news,  the  creation  of  a 
lynching  climate,  the  disgracing  of  the  holy  sacraments  in  various  temples 
by  security  police" . 

The  massacre  of  45  indigenous  in  Acteal  by  the  paramilitary  groups  of 
Chenalho,  on  December  22,  1997,  was  a clear  image  of  the  violent  situation 
the  same  with  the  displacement  of  15  thousand  indigenous  in  the  highlands 
and  northern  Chiapas,  according  to  non  governmental  organizations,  or  7 
thousand  according  to  official  numbers. 

The  lack  of  mediation  had  an  immediate  effect  on  25  municipalities  where 
there  is  indigenous  Zapatista  sympathizers;  the  paramilitary  groups 
assassinated,  took  hostage,  and  illegally  detained  people  of  the  region; 
they  injured  all  those  who  rejected  official  assistance  or  expressed 
sympathy  to  the  rebel  group. 

In  this  way,  while  the  CONAI  and  the  COCOPA  made  efforts  to  renew  the 
dialogue,  in  half  of  the  Chiapas  territory  the  paramilitary  groups  began 
to  take  actions  of  intimidation  that  human  rights  groups  have  called  "low 
intensity  war" . 

According  to  a report  form  the  Miguel  Agustin  Pro  Human  Rights  Center, 
these  groups  began  to  operate  since  1993,  but  intensified  their  activities 
as  of  1996  in  the  municipalities  of  Chenalho,  Larrainzar,  Pantelho, 
Yajalon,  Ocosingo,  Venustiano  Carranza,  Tila,  Sabanilla,  Tumbala,  Salto  de 
Agua,  Palenque,  Las  Margaritas,  Oxchuc,  Huixtan,  Altamirano,  Sitala,  San 
Duan  Cancuc,  Huitiupan,  El  Bosque,  Frontera  Comalapa  and  Pueblo  Nuevo 
Solistahuacan . 

The  principal  armed  groups  formed  a new  geography  for  the  police  and 
military  in  Chiapas,  for  they  integrated  themselves  into  the  military 
positions  taken  since  February  1995,  when  the  troops  entered  the  Lacandon 
Dungle,  the  Highlands  and  the  northern  zone  in  search  of  the  leadership. 

Several  reports  coincide  that  the  principal  active  paramilitary  groups 
are  the  Chinchulines,  Mascara  Roja,  Primera  Fuerza,  Alianza  San  Bartolome, 
Fuerzas  Armadas  del  Pueblo,  Paz  y Dusticia,  Movimiento  Indigena 
Revolucionario  Antizapatista,  Degolladores  and  Thomas  Munzer.  As  well  as 
four  others  who  do  not  have  a name. 

The  massacre  of  December  22,  1997  in  Acteal  not  only  uncovered  the  new 
face  of  the  conflict,  but  it  also  permitted  the  army  to  take  new  positions 
and  extend  themselves  even  more  than  in  December  1994,  in  response  to  the 
expanding  influence  of  the  EZLN  into  38  "rebel  municipalities"  and  in 
February  of  1995  with  the  operation  Rainbow  Taskforce,  during  which  they 
attempted  to  capture  the  rebel  leadership  in  the  Canadas  of  the  Lacandon 
jungle. 

With  the  argument  that  they  were  applying  the  Federal  firearms  and 
explosives  law,  at  the  end  of  1997  the  military  installed  more  checkpoints 
they  renewed  the  patrolling  into  Zapatista  communities  and  they  continued 
the  surveying  by  air  and  land  that  had  been  suspended. 

Unofficially,  it  was  reported  that  there  was  a presence  of  40  thousand 
soldiers  in  the  Chiapas  conflict.  Before  the  massacre  of  45  indigenous  in 
Acteal,  the  troops  were  concentrated  in  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas, 
Comitan,  Altamirano,  Ocosingo,  Las  Margaritas,  Larrainzar,  Palenque  and 
Sabanilla.  After  the  massacre  they  expanded  into  El  Bosque,  Chenalho, 
Pantelho,  Simojovel,  Huitiupan,  Bachajon,  Mitontic,  Sitala,  Nuevo 
Solistahuacan,  Socoltenango,  Tecpatan,  Ditotol,  Tecpatan,  and  Ostuacan.  In 
other  words,  almost  half  of  Chiapas. 
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Militarization  And  Indigenous  Peoples  in  Mexico 
By  Jeffrey  V.  Lazarus 
Native  Americas  Journal 
Friday,  January  22,  1999 

Since  the  passage  of  the  federal  "Law  for  the  Co-ordination  of  the 
National  Public  Security  Council"  in  1995,  allowing  the  military  to  hold 
civilian  posts,  Mexico  has  undergone  a rapid  process  of  militarization. 

The  brunt  of  the  concomitant  intimidation,  repression,  illegal  detentions, 
and  other  human  rights  violations  has  fallen  upon  the  marginalized  sectors 
of  the  population,  especially  Mexico's  9 to  10  million  indigenous  people. 
This  has  led  to  the  country  being  named  to  Amnesty  International's  "dirty 
dozen"  list  of  human  rights  violators  in  1997. 

The  public  reasoning  for  Mexico's  militarization  was  the  Jan.  1,  1994, 
rebellion  launched  by  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  (EZLN).  In 
the  period  that  followed,  a series  of  dialogues  was  held  with  the 
government,  resulting  in  the  February  1996  peace  accords  signed  at  San 
Andres  Larrainzar. 

Nearly  10  months  after  the  signing  of  the  accords.  President  Ernesto 
Zedillo  rejected  the  final  document  prepared  for  passage  by  Congress.  The 
EZLN  has  subsequently  refused  to  change  "even  a comma"  of  the  document, 
which  has  led  to  government  accusations  of  intransigence.  In  light  of  this 
situation  the  government  has  been  carrying  out  both  a propaganda  as  well 
as  a military  war  against  the  Zapatistas  and  their  supporters.  This 
propaganda  has  included  a presidential  visit  to  Chiapas  in  May  1998,  and  a 
governmental  ad  campaign  called  "Reconciliation  and  Progress  Are  Possible 
in  Chiapas." 

At  the  summit  meeting  of  American  Heads  of  State  in  Chile,  President 
Zedillo  insisted  that  he  would  not  "massacre"  the  EZLN.  Although  this 
promise  to  avoid  violence  has  been  constantly  reiterated,  reality  tells  a 
different  story. 

Since  Feb.  9,  1995,  30  military  compounds  with  over  60,000  soldiers  have 
been  established. 

Unable  to  compete  militarily,  the  Zapatistas  have  made  extensive  use  of 
the  Internet  to  spread  their  messages  abroad  and  combat  government 
propaganda  campaigns.  This  counter-propaganda  has  led  three  commissions 
totaling  over  425  participants  to  visit  Chiapas  and  document  the 
atrocities.  During  the  February  1998  visit  of  200  international  observers, 
the  crimes  were  witnessed  firsthand  when  Jose  Tila  Garcia,  a Choi  Indian, 
was  killed  immediately  after  providing  testimony  to  the  commission. 

The  militarization  of  Mexico  goes  far  beyond  the  conflict  in  Chiapas.  It 
should  also  be  seen  in  the  light  of  recent  political  gains  by  opposition 
parties.  A recently  formed  Mexican  NGO  network  to  combat  militarization 
published  a report  in  which  it  was  documented  that  the  majority  of  violent 
repression,  including  murders  and  beatings,  are  not  carried  out  by  the 
military  but  by  paramilitary  groups.  The  report  points  out  that  since  1994 
the  majority  of  victims  of  armed  actions  in  a non-confrontational  setting 
were  members  of  the  political  opposition.  More  than  70  percent  were 
indigenous.  Of  the  44  people  murdered  during  the  first  two  months  of  1998, 
33  were  indigenous. 

While  the  military  officially  undertakes  such  actions  as  "mobilization 
and  control  of  the  population  and  territory, " this  often  creates  the 
conditions  for  armed  attacks  by  the  more  than  16  paramilitary  groups 
operating  in  Chiapas.  The  largest  group,  "Peace  and  Justice,"  was  awarded 
the  equivalent  of  $541,000  in  1997  by  the  governor  of  Chiapas  "to  support 
agricultural  activity."  The  human  rights  center,  Miguel  Agustn  Pro  Jurez, 
has  documented  40  assassinations  and  the  displacement  of  4,112  Zapatista 
sympathizers  in  the  northern  zone  of  the  state  by  "Peace  and  Justice."  The 


center  further  documents  PRI-the  ruling  party  in  Mexico-and  military 
involvement  in  the  training  and  funding  of  paramilitary  groups. 

In  addition,  since  1995  the  military  has  entered  a number  of  civilian 
posts,  including  the  takeover  of  numerous  police  functions  and 
directorships  as  well  as  posts  in  the  Institute  to  Combat  Drug-trafficking. 
In  the  Iztapalapa  district  of  Mexico  City  there  are  now  2,500  members  of 
the  armed  forces  carrying  out  police  functions. 

A recent  presidential  initiative  to  change  the  constitution  to  recognize 
some  indigenous  rights  falls  far  short  of  the  rights  outlined  in  the  San 
Andres  Accords.  Two  indigenous  autonomous  municipalities  in  Chiapas, 
organized  by  the  Zapatistas,  were  violently  dismantled  in  May.  In  one  of 
them,  "Land  and  Freedom,"  all  records  were  destroyed  and  a number  of 
houses  ransacked  as  dozens  of  non-PRI  indigenous  people  were  detained.  A 
quote  by  a Choi  PRI  supporter  in  Chiapas  is  illuminating:  "the  Chois  who 
do  not  support  the  PRI  have  lost  their  culture.  Samuel  Ruiz  [Catholic 
bishop  of  the  San  Cristobal  diocese]  and  the  Catholics  are  manipulating 
them.  That  is  why  we  kill  them."  This  sad  commentary  exemplifies  the 
success  of  governmental  propaganda  efforts  to  turn  indigenous  peoples 
against  each  other  and  promote  a climate  of  militarization. 
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No  Trace  of  Brucellosis  Found  in  80  Percent 
of  Yellowstone  Buffalo  Examined  After  Slaughter 

Bozeman,  Montana  - Three  years  of  tissue  analysis  at  the  National 
Veterinary  Services  Laboratory  has  revealed  that  four  of  every  five 
buffalo  slaughtered  outside  Yellowstone  National  Park  had  no  trace  of 
brucellosis . 

The  findings,  based  on  exhaustive  studies  of  144  buffalo  slaughtered 
during  the  past  three  winters,  were  confirmed  this  week  by  a scientist 
attending  a meeting  of  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Interagency  Brucellosis 
Committee  in  Bozeman. 

Dr.  Mike  Philo,  a scientist  with  the  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection 
Service,  says  the  tests  are  the  most  sophisticated  ever  performed  on 


tissues  taken  from  buffalo.  The  tests  failed  to  turn  up  any  trace  of 
brucellosis  in  117  of  144  buffalo  killed  ostensibly  to  protect  cattle. 

"This  is  sad  news  and  it  confirms  what  the  Forest  Service,  the  Animal 
and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  and  the  National  Park  Service 
announced  this  week,"  said  Mike  Clark,  Executive  Director  of  the  Greater 
Yellowstone  Coalition.  "These  agencies  have  pointed  out  publicly  that 
Montana's  Department  of  Livestock  is  killing  buffalo  unnecessarily.  These 
lab  results  leave  no  doubt  about  that  fact." 

The  lab  results  reveal  that  last  winter,  Montana's  Department  of 
Livestock  slaughtered  an  even  higher  percentage  of  buffalo  that  had  no 
trace  of  brucellosis  in  their  systems.  Scientists  could  find  evidence  of 
the  disease  in  only  four  out  of  36  bison  they  examined.  All  four  were 
bulls,  which  cannot  have  abortions  and  therefore  pose  very  little  risk  of 
spreading  disease  to  livestock. 

"If  you  consider  that  1,189  Yellowstone  buffalo  have  been  killed  in  the 
past  three  winters,  this  science,  coming  from  the  best  lab  in  the  country, 
indicates  that  as  many  as  966  of  those  buffalo  died  without  ever  posing  a 
risk  to  cattle,"  said  Clark. 

"Rather  than  killing  buffalo  when  they  cross  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park  boundary,  it  makes  far  more  sense  to  ensure  that  buffalo  and  cattle 
will  not  share  the  same  land  at  the  same  time,"  added  Clark. 

Clark  says  last  summer's  public  acquisition  of  land  and  conservation 
easements  from  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant,  together  with  the 
Forest  Service's  decision  to  modify  grazing  allotments  near  Yellowstone 
National  Park  have  helped  ensure  separation  of  cattle  and  buffalo. 

Clark  added,  "It  is  high  time  that  Montana's  Department  of  Livestock-and 
especially  Governor  Marc  Racicot-acknowledge  these  significant  on-the- 
ground  changes  including  major  investment  of  the  public's  money  to  acquire 
lands  where  buffalo  can  roam.  To  continue  killing  buffalo  without 
factoring  in  progress  is  not  respectful  of  the  millions  of  people  who  want 
a solution,  not  more  conflict." 

"RE : Ward  Valley  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Dec  1999  12:38:26  -0800 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Sub j : Ward  Valley  Update 

Dear  Friends: 

We  wish  we  could  report  a final  decision  about  Ward  Valley  but  the  Davis 
administration  seems  reluctant  to  be  so  definitive.  Still,  we  have  good 
news  as  we  near  the  end  of  this  year  of  hard  work  to  stop  the  dump  once  and 
for  all.  Our  work  would  not  be  possible  without  the  wonderful  support  from 
all  of  you  who  have  created  the  movement  that  will  finally  defeat  the  dump 
and  turn  the  threat  of  a nuclear  waste  dump  into  an  inspiring  victory.  Our 
goal  is  not  only  to  stop  the  Ward  Valley  dump,  but  to  set  a precedent  so 
that  other  minority  communities  do  not  have  to  fight  the  nuclear  power 
industry's  attempts  to  dump  their  waste  in  some  hole  in  the  ground  for 
future  generations  to  contend  with. 

Following  a victory  for  dump  opponents  in  federal  court  last  March, 
Governor  Davis,  instead  of  stopping  the  project  once  and  for  all,  decided 
to  appoint  an  Advisory  Committee  to  study  the  issue  of  low-level 
radioactive  waste  disposal  in  California.  But  both  the  Advisory  Committee 
(Chaired  by  University  of  California  President  Richard  Atkinson)  and  the 
Science  Panel  tasked  to  advise  the  Committee  is  stacked  with  individuals 
with  ties  to  the  nuclear  power  industry.  There  was  initial  confusion  as  to 
whether  the  Committee  was  supposed  to  consider  Ward  Valley  as  an  option. 

We  soon  cleared  that  up.  A strong  showing  by  dump  opponents  at  the 
Advisory  Committee's  first  meeting  on  November  17  in  Los  Angeles 
embarrassed  Davis  into  sending  some  signals  regarding  his  intentions.  BAN 
Waste  board  member  Catherine  Powell,  Executive  Director  of  the  Data  Center, 
uncovered  information  exposing  serious  conflicts  of  interest  involving 
Atkinson  (who  has  received  nearly  $500,000  from  a nuclear  utility)  and 
other  Advisory  Committee  members.  Johnathan  Parfrey  of  Los  Angeles 
Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility,  chosen  as  one  of  three 


environmentalists  on  the  19  member  Atkinson  Committee,  challenged  the 
composition  of  the  committee  and  issued  an  effective  and  well-prepared 
challenge  to  Atkinson,  and  Nora  Helton,  Chairwoman  of  the  Fort  Mojave 
Indian  Tribe,  the  only  Native  American  representative  on  the  Committee, 
challenged  the  Committee's  decision-making  process  and  delivered  an 
eloquent  statement  regarding  environmental  justice.  The  audience  response 
was  powerful  as  well  with  statements  by  Native  American  leaders  and  elders, 
a hard-hitting  attack  by  Dan  Hirsch  from  Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap,  and 
other  excellent  statements  by  Doe  Lyou,  Ward  Young  from  the  BAN  Waste 
Coalition,  Bradley  Angel  from  Greenaction,  lane  Williams,  Laura  Lake  and 
many  others.  In  essence,  dump  opponents  took  over  the  meeting  and  sent  a 
strong  message  to  Sacramento. 

Davis'  press  secretary  responded  by  issuing  a statement  that  the  governor 
is  opposed  to  the  dump  project  (this  is  the  first  time  we  have  received 
such  a strong  statement  from  Davis'  office)  and  Mary  Nichols  of  the  State 
Resources  Agency  stated  definitively  on  a cable  television  show  in  LA  that 
"there  will  be  no  dump  at  Ward  Valley,  period."  Atkinson  then  responded 
with  a statement  that  Ward  Valley  was  "off  the  table"  for  consideration  by 
the  Committee.  These  are  very  encouraging  signs  although  we  would  like  a 
direct  statement  by  Davis  himself  and  a re-constitution  of  both  the 
Atkinson  Committee  and  the  Science  Panel  since  Ward  Valley  dump  proponents 
are  busy  trying  to  revive  the  proposal. 

On  December  20,  the  Science  Panel  met  for  the  first  time.  There  are  13 
members  most  of  whom  have  ties  to  the  nuclear  power  industry  or  represent 
the  status  quo  on  nuclear  dumping  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Kevin  Lemley  of 
Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility  and  Ernest  Goitein,  environmental 
activist,  nuclear  engineer  and  BAN  Waste  Advisory  Board  member.  Ernie 
Goitein  gave  an  effective  presentation  on  various  waste  isolation 
technologies  and  criticized  shallow  land  burial  and  other  irresponsible 
means  of  disposal.  Phil  Klasky  and  Ward  Young  of  BAN  Waste  were  invited  to 
make  a presentation  to  the  Science  Panel  and  they  delivered  a 
well-researched  report  that  established  the  fact  that  most  of  the  waste  in 
the  so-called  "low-level"  waste  stream  comes  from  nuclear  power  plants  and 
that  shallow  land  burial  has  failed  as  a method  of  disposal.  We  criticized 
the  composition  of  both  the  Advisory  Group  and  Science  Panel  and  called  for 
more  balance  with  the  addition  of  experts  from  public  interest 
organizations.  We  reiterated  our  opposition  to  the  Ward  Valley  dump  and 
the  reasons  for  that  opposition.  We  raised  ethical  issues  that  the  Science 
Panel  had  not  considered.  The  chair  of  the  Science  Panel,  Dr.  William 
Kastenberg  reiterated  Davis'  directive  that  Ward  Valley  was  off  the  table 
although  some  on  the  Panel  seemed  disposed  to  revive  the  proposal.  We 
promoted  a number  of  policy  initiatives  and  criteria  including:  segregation 
of  the  waste  stream  separating  the  short-lived  biotech,  hospital  and 
research  waste  from  the  long-lived  and  highly  dangerous  nuclear  power 
waste;  source  reduction;  generator  liability  and  internalization  of  the 
costs  of  containment;  zero  release  and  isolation  of  wastes  from  the 
biosphere;  outlaw  shallow  land  burial;  on-site  storage  and  storage  until 
decay  at  brokers  for  short-lived  wastes;  long-term  storage  of  nuclear  power 
wastes  in  highly-engineered  facilities  at  decommissioned  nuclear  power 
plants;  long-term  storage  of  the  very  small  amount  of  long-lived  wastes 
from  biotech,  hospital  and  research  wastes  at  decommissioned  nuclear  power 
plants;  citizen  oversight  in  siting  and  maintenance  of  containment 
facilities;  the  recognition  of  scientific  uncertainty  in  the  establishment 
of  cause  and  effect  as  established  by  the  precautionary  principle;  the 
ethical  and  practical  necessity  to  keep  nuclear  poisons  within  our  sphere 
of  responsibility;  make  social  equity  and  environmental  justice  a central 
role  in  policy  development. 

Many  of  these  concepts  were  lost  on  some  of  the  Science  Panel  members  but 
it  was  important  that  we  asserted  them  anyway.  We  remain  concerned  about 
the  composition  of  the  Advisory  and  Science  panels  and  plan  to  be  present 
at  all  the  meetings. 

Information  about  the  future  meetings  of  the  Advisory  Group  and  Science 
Panel  can  be  found  at  www.llrw.org  along  with  the  presentations  by  the 
consultants.  It  is  very  important  that  we  monitor  the  activities  of  these 
groups,  continue  to  insist  that  Ward  Valley  is  a failed  proposal  and  assert 


that  California  adopt  a policy  regarding  nuclear  waste  isolation  that  is 
environmentally  responsible  and  socially  just. 

That's  the  news  for  now. 

Have  a wonderful  new  year  with  hope,  compassion,  optimism  and  good  fortu 
Thank  you  for  all  your  great  activism  and  support.  We  will  soon  have  a 
great  victory  to  celebrate  in  the  new  year. 

All  the  best  to  you  and  yours, 

Phil  Klasky 

for  the  staff  and  board  at  the  BAN  Waste  Coalition 

"RE : Unified  Response  to  Attacks  on  Sovereignty"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Dec  1999  12:21:16  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : unified  response  to  attacks  on  sovereignty,  resources,  rights 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

This  could  be  very  important.  Defining,  even.  More  urgent  than  an 
indian  anti-defamation  league.  In  the  past  year  we  have  seen  cultural 
attacks  on  Indian  rights,  treaties,  sovereignty,  in  the  guise  of  outraged 
entitlement  from  right  wing  talk  show  hosts,  radio  and  tv;  from  newspaper 
editorials,  governors,  and  court  cases,  and  from  congress.  A very  brief 
list : 

New  York  - the  Oneida  land  claims  under  attack  from  landowners  who 
apparently  are  being  fomented  - rabble-roused  - over  a false  issue  - to 
wit,  that  they  will  lose  their  property.  The  leaders  of  the  anti-Indian 
position  have  repeatedly  enunciated  a falsehood  which  has  now  taken  hold 
in  the  public  mind  as  accurate 

Minnesota  - Governor  Hesse  Ventura  of  Minnesota  has  spoken  publicly  and 
vociferously  against  Indian  rights  to  fishing,  characterizing  those  rights 
as  marginal,  irrelevant,  anachronistic,  contemptible,  and  a corrupt 
method  of  taking  from  the  general  public  what  is  the  public's  by  right. 

He  has  repeatedly  enunciated  a falsehood  which  has  now  taken  hold  in  the 
public  mind  as  accurate.  This  builds  a base  of  support  for  anti-Indian 
legislation  in  the  state  and  in  Congress. 

Washington  State  - Sen.  Slade  Gorton  has  spoken  publicly  and 
vociferously,  and  introduced  legislation  in  Congress,  intending  to 
diminish  Indian  treaty  rights,  resource  rights,  and  self-governing  rights. 

Like  Ventura  and  the  people  in  New  York  state,  he  appeals  to  the 
outraged  sense  of  entitlement  of  those  who  do  not  know  better. 

Without  lingering  over  details,  similar  issues  also  in: 

Oregon  - water,  electric  power  rights 

California  - Indian  gambling,  share  in  the  economy  and  political  power 
Nevada  - water  rights,  land  rights 
Arizona  - water  rights 
New  Mexico  - land  rights 

Utah  - land,  subsurface  mining,  voting  rights 
Idaho  - land,  water,  voting  rights 
Montana  - ditto 
Wyoming  - water  rights 

This  could  be  very  important.  Defining,  even.  More  urgent  than  an 
indian  anti-defamation  league.  In  the  past  year  we  have  seen  cultural 
attacks  on  Indian  rights,  treaties,  sovereignty,  in  the  guise  of  outraged 
entitlement  from  right  wing  talk  show  hosts,  radio  and  tv;  from  newspaper 
editorials,  governors,  and  court  cases,  and  from  congress.  A very  brief 
list : 

New  York  - the  Oneida  land  claims  under  attack  from  landowners  who 
apparently  are  being  fomented  - rabble-roused  - over  a false  issue  - to 
wit,  that  they  will  lose  their  property.  The  leaders  of  the  anti-Indian 
position  have  repeatedly  enunciated  a falsehood  which  has  now  taken  hold 
in  the  public  mind  as  accurate 

Minnesota  - Governor  Desse  Ventura  of  Minnesota  has  spoken  publicly  and 


vociferously  against  Indian  rights  to  fishing,  characterizing  those  rights 
as  marginal,  irrelevant,  anachronistic,  contemptible,  and  a corrupt 
method  of  taking  from  the  general  public  what  is  the  public's  by  right. 

He  has  repeatedly  enunciated  a falsehood  which  has  now  taken  hold  in  the 
public  mind  as  accurate.  This  builds  a base  of  support  for  anti-Indian 
legislation  in  the  state  and  in  Congress. 

Washington  State  - Sen.  Slade  Gorton  has  spoken  publicly  and 
vociferously,  and  introduced  legislation  in  Congress,  intending  to 
diminish  Indian  treaty  rights,  resource  rights,  and  self-governing  rights. 

Like  Ventura  and  the  people  in  New  York  state,  he  appeals  to  the 
outraged  sense  of  entitlement  of  those  who  do  not  know  better. 

Martha 

<< 

UCSC's  Native  American 
Studies  Research  Cluster 
Presents 

SOVEREIGNTY  2000:  Locations  Of  Contestation  And  Possibility 

Friday,  May  19 
and 

Saturday,  May  20,  2000 

University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 
1156  High  Street,  Santa  Cruz  CA  95064 
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Tribal  Healers  Dying  Off:  Scientist  fears  Indian  wisdom  may  become  lost 

BY  LEE  SIEGEL 

THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

January  2,  2000 

Tribal  healers  are  perishing  and  their  wisdom  vanishing  as  fast  as 
endangered  plants  are  going  extinct  --  a crisis  that  threatens  efforts  to 
derive  new  medicines  from  the  world's  vegetation,  a Brigham  Young 
University  biologist  warns. 

"An  increasing  number  of  aged  healers  are  dying  with  their  knowledge 
left  unrecorded,"  ethnobotanist  Paul  Alan  Cox  wrote  in  an  essay  in 
Friday's  issue  of  the  journal  Science.  "Will  tribal  knowledge  survive  this 
millennium?  If  it  doesn't,  the  world  will  be  far  poorer  for  its  loss." 

During  an  interview,  Cox  urged  Utah  residents  to  treat  American  Indians 
with  dignity  and  to  learn  from  them  and  from  foreigners  who  live  in  the 
state . 

Cox,  a botany  professor  and  former  dean  at  BYU  in  Provo,  is  on 
indefinite,  long-term  leave  while  he  lives  on  the  Hawaiian  island  of  Kauai 
and  serves  as  director  of  the  National  Tropical  Botanical  Garden,  a system 
of  five  tropical  gardens  and  two  preserves  in  Hawaii  and  Florida. 

The  gardens  now  preserve  787  endangered  species,  and  more  are  being 
collected  from  the  South  Pacific  and  Southeast  Asia.  Cox  said  the  gardens 
also  try  to  preserve  tribal  knowledge  by  having  native  healers,  weavers, 
farmers  and  shipwrights  teach  classes  and  grow  native  plants  such  as  taro, 
breadfruit,  kava  and  medicinal  plants. 

"While  many  scientists  understand  the  need  to  preserve  biodiversity,  few 
understand  the  need  to  preserve  cultural  diversity  --  particularly 
indigenous  knowledge  systems,"  Cox  said  in  an  e-mail  message  from  Hawaii. 
"Scientists  should  learn  to  listen  to  indigenous  people.  Many  indigenous 
cultures  have  remarkable  knowledge  and  insights.  We  should  preserve  this 
knowledge  for  future  generations." 


Cox  also  pleaded  for  people  to  listen  to  the  Goshute  Indians,  despite 
"the  current  brouhaha"  over  Goshute  efforts  to  allow  construction  of  a 
nuclear  waste  dump  on  tribal  land  in  Skull  Valley. 

Of  several  hundred  Goshutes  living  in  Utah  and  Nevada,  fewer  than  20  are 
fluent  speakers  of  their  native  language,  and  when  they  die  "their 
language  and  much  of  their  culture  will  disappear  forever,"  Cox  wrote  in 
Science. 

"Among  the  20  are  elders  whose  experience  as  little  children  is 
extraordinary:  they  were  raised  as  hunter-gatherers  in  the  high  deserts  of 
the  Great  Basin.  The  desert  life  they  described  from  their  childhoods  is 
not,  however,  one  of  deprivation.  ...  By  tracking  a diverse  palette  of 
edible  roots  and  tubers,  a desert  habitat  that  might  otherwise  appear 
foreboding  was  transformed  for  them  into  a moveable  feast.  Unlike 
agricultural  peoples  dependent  on  a few  crops,  the  Goshutes  could  rely  on 
many  plant  and  insect  species  for  nourishment." 

Yet,  Cox  said  a Goshute  matriarch  told  him  "her  grandchildren  would 
rather  watch  television  than  listen  to  stories  of  a now  forgotten  way  of 
life." 

In  his  e-mail  to  the  Tribune,  Cox  noted  Goshute  knowledge  of  edible  sego 
lily  bulbs  "saved  the  lives  of  my  ancestors  and  other  Mormon  colonists  in 
the  Great  Basin.  ...  How  many  people  have  ever  taken  the  time  to  go  talk 
to  the  Goshutes  and  learn  from  them?  How  many  people  realize  what 
remarkable  folks  they  are  and  what  stores  of  knowledge  they  possess?  Why 
can't  we  treat  them  with  dignity  --  as  a real  treasure  for  our  state?" 

Cox  said  Utah  "is  a treasure  chest  for  ethnobotanical  studies"  of  plant- 
based  foods  and  medicines  because  the  state  "is  very  rich  in  indigenous 
cultures,"  including  the  Paiute,  Navajo,  Ute  and  Goshute  tribes  and  the 
nearby  Shoshone,  Hopi  and  Apache.  He  also  cited  Utah's  immigrants  from 
Samoa,  Tonga,  Laos,  Cambodia,  El  Salvador  and  Tibet. 

In  his  essay,  Cox  said:  "Whether  the  cause  is  considered  to  be  the 
touted  superiority  of  Western  technology,  the  introduction  of  foreign 
money  and  goods,  or  the  siren  call  of  a new  culture  to  young  people,  few 
indigenous  societies  have  been  able  to  withstand  the  onslaught  of  Western 
culture. " 

Cox  recounted  his  work  in  Western  Samoa,  where  native  healers  taught  him 
about  herbal  medicines,  including  prostatin,  a drug  derived  from  the 
mamala  tree  that  shows  potential  for  protecting  cells  from  AIDS  and  other 
viruses . 

He  noted  119  plant-derived  substances  now  are  used  worldwide  as  drugs, 
while  other  drugs  are  synthesized  to  copy  natural  molecules  in  plants.  He 
said  drugs  from  plants  used  in  tribal  medicine  include  reserpine,  which 
combats  high  blood  pressure;  digitalis,  used  to  control  abnormal  heart 
rhythms;  and  vincristine,  for  treating  children  with  leukemia. 

Yet  one  of  every  eight  known  plant  species  is  "threatened  with  immediate 
extinction,"  while  "numerous  undiscovered  species  pass  from  the  world 
unrecorded  and  unmourned,"  he  said. 

"Even  with  new  technology,  it  appears  that  one  of  the  best  sources  for 
finding  plant  species  to  test  is  still  the  healer's  pouch  because  such 
plants  have  often  been  tested  by  generations  of  indigenous  people,"  Cox 
wrote . 

He  praised  increasing  scientific  activism  to  protect  plant  species  and 
respect  tribal  medicinal  knowledge. 

"Indigenous  peoples  are  no  longer  feared  as  the  savages  once  portrayed 
by  Hollywood,  indigenous  religious  concepts  are  no  longer  reviled  as  pagan, 
and  indigenous  healers  --  once  denigrated  as  witch  doctors  --  are  no 
longer  ridiculed,"  he  wrote. 

Nevertheless,  Cox  said  he  worries  "whether  these  advances  will  occur 
fast  enough  to  overtake  the  current  rates  of  plant  extinction  and 
indigenous  culture  loss." 
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Navajo  Oil  Trust  Accounting  Is  Lax 
BY  PAUL  FOY 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
December  31,  1999 

A state  accounting  of  more  than  $62  million  that  went  into  an  oil-and-gas 
royalty  trust  for  Utah's  Navajo  Indians  doesn't  show  how  the  money  was 
squandered,  a lawyer  for  the  Navajos  said  Wednesday. 

"There's  no  tracing  the  money,"  said  Brian  Barnard,  who  filed  a class- 
action  suit  accusing  the  state  of  neglecting  its  duties  as  the  trust's 
fiduciary. 

Only  $12  million  remained  in  the  fund  by  1991,  when  state  auditors 
reported  the  rest  of  the  money  had  been  lost  to  lax  oversight,  payoffs, 
bribes  and  ill-conceived  business  ventures.  Today  the  fund  contains  $13.3 
million . 

An  initial  accounting  of  the  fund's  first  30  years  shows  only  that  Utah 
officials  turned  over  petroleum  royalties  to  two  Navajo  investment  groups. 

The  accounting,  commissioned  by  Norman  Loebbecke  Associates  of  Salt  Lake 
City  for  the  state  attorney  general's  office,  does  not  show  how  the  money 
was  spent. 

In  pending  motions,  Utah  claims  it  fulfilled  its  obligation  as  trustee 
simply  by  turning  over  the  money  to  the  Utah  Navajo  Development  Council 
and  Utah  Navajo  Industries.  That  argument  carries  over  in  24  binders  of 
accounting  sheets,  which  simply  lists  disbursements  to  both  Navajo 
investment  groups  among  smaller  expenses. 

Barnard  said  he  will  demand  that  the  state  produce  more  information 
detailing  all  spending  until  1991,  when  a state  board  and  professional 
managers  took  over  the  battered  Navajo  fund. 

"He'll  keep  asking  for  greater  and  greater  detail  until  we  finally  get 
to  the  point  where  the  state  can't  provide  it,"  State  Treasurer  Edward  T. 
Alter  said  Wednesday. 

"But  if  a judge  says  the  state  has  to  produce  it,  we're  going  to  be  in 
deep  trouble  if  we  can't." 

Alter,  who  heads  a three-member  state  board  that  controls  the  Navajo 
fund,  contends  it  did  some  good  in  the  past  despite  sponsoring  a string  of 
business  failures. 

"It  might  take  four  people  to  screw  in  a light  bulb,  but  they  still  were 
putting  in  light  bulbs,"  he  said. 

The  Navajos  are  Utah's  poorest  residents. 

Many  reservation  areas  have  no  running  water  or  electricity  and 
unemployment  runs  up  to  50  percent. 

The  idea  of  setting  aside  the  state's  share  of  oil  and  gas  royalties  for 
the  Indians  surfaced  when  Congress  decided  to  expand  the  Navajo 
Reservation  from  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  into  southeastern  Utah,  where  a 
number  of  Navajo  clans  had  fled  when  Kit  Carson  marched  the  tribe  into  New 
Mexico  in  1865. 

Congress  made  the  idea  law  in  1933.  But  it  wasn't  until  oil  and  gas 
companies  started  drilling  in  the  Aneth  extension  oil  field  about  30  years 
later  that  Utah  Navajos  started  receiving  a 37.5  percent  royalty. 

The  remaining  62.5  percent  goes  to  the  tribe,  headquartered  at  Window 
Rock,  Ariz. 

In  1991,  the  year  before  the  Navajos'  class-action  lawsuit  was  filed, 
the  Utah  Legislature's  auditor  general  reported  suspected  self-dealing  and 
mismanagement  by  trust-fund  officials. 

Federal  criminal  indictments  and  convictions  followed  for  bribery, 
conspiracy,  fraud,  money  laundering  and  misuse  of  tribal  funds  against 
seven  Navajo  Nation  leaders  in  Arizona. 

The  fund,  meanwhile,  is  living  on  borrowed  time.  The  Aneth  oil  field  was 
projected  to  run  out  of  oil  10  years  ago  and  still  produces  oil  only 
through  aggressive  drilling  methods. 

"We're  in  a race  against  time  to  build  the  fund  up  as  high  as  we  can," 


Alter  said. 

The  state  allocates  $600,000  a year  in  fund  earnings  to  Navajo  students 
for  university  scholarships.  The  fund  also  provides  some  health  care, 
brings  water  and  power  lines  to  some  Navajos  and  buys  equipment  to  grade 
the  reservation's  dirt  roads. 
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In  the  Mayan  Worldview,  Year  2000  Holds  No  Significance 
BY  PATRISIA  GONZALES 
AND  ROBERTO  RODRIGUEZ 
December  31,  1999 

Last  year,  U.S.  News  & World  Report  published  a cover  story  titled,  "Is 
Ours  the  Only  Universe?"  Its  contents  were  mind-boggling,  to  say  the  least. 
Among  many  things,  some  scientists  posited  the  existence  of  multiple 
universes.  These  speculations  remind  us  that  not  every  culture  views  the 
nature  of  life  in  the  same  manner.  Which  leads  us  to  the  millennium. 

The  millennium  is  a Christian  marker.  For  the  Chinese,  the  year  2000  is 
actually  4697.  For  Dewish  people,  it's  5760,  and  for  Muslims,  it's  the 
year  1378.  It  also  marks  5,014  years  from  the  start  of  the  Mayan  calendar. 
And  for  sticklers,  it's  actually  one  year  shy  of  the  third  millennium. 

In  the  Americas,  using  pre-Columbian  calendars,  the  year  2000  is 
virtually  meaningless.  However,  the  year  2012  in  the  Mayan  calendar  marks 
the  end  of  a 5,200-year  "sun,"  or  era,  and  also  the  end  of  five  suns, 
which  make  up  a 26,000-year  astronomical  cycle. 

Most  indigenous  peoples  in  pre-Columbian  America  used  variants  of  the 
same  astronomical  calendars,  and  many  held  similar  beliefs  regarding  the 
end  of  each  sun,  that  each  ended  in  cataclysm  --  i.e.,  earthquakes,  fires, 
volcanoes,  floods,  etc.  What  ancient  Mayan  scientists  did  was  not  so  much 
prophesize  as  predict.  Not  surprisingly,  the  year  2012  figures  prominently. 
Based  on  thousands  of  years  of  astronomical  observation,  a cataclysm  is 
indeed  predicted  by  indigenous  elders,  as  opposed  to  "prophesized . " No  one 
is  predicting  that  at  the  strike  of  midnight,  Dec.  20,  2012,  the  world 
will  end.  Instead,  Mayan  elders  predict  that  the  cataclysm  can  occur 
within  a year  or  100  years  --  and  the  cause  would  be  something 
astronomical  as  opposed  to  metaphysical. 

Mayan  scholar  Hunbatz  Men,  in  Secrets  of  Mayan  Science/Religion  (Bear 
and  Co.,  $12),  says  that  the  Western  world  is  not  familiar  with  the  Mayan 
view  of  the  universe  primarily  because  Europeans  did  everything  to  destroy 
all  indigenous  knowledge.  Subsequently,  Europeans  set  out  to  rewrite 
indigenous  history  through  their  own  eyes.  As  a result,  he  says,  to 
understand  the  Mayan  worldview  and  vision  of  the  cosmos  --  which  is  quite 
complex  --  we  are  "compelled  to  discard  99  percent  of  the  material 
produced  and  used  by  official  researchers,  and  resort  to  sources  closer  to 
our  indigenous  American  culture."  Those  sources,  he  says,  are  indigenous 
elders  and  the  thousands  of  ceremonial  centers  throughout  the  Americas 
that  survive  to  this  day. 

Hunbatz  Men  believes  that  the  Mayans  are  the  original  teachers  of  the 
world  and  that  their  ancestors  traveled  throughout  the  world  to 
disseminate  their  knowledge.  For  instance,  he  says  that  the  300  B.C.  Hindu 
writer  Valmiki  credits  the  Naga-Maya  with  bringing  Hindus  their  culture  in 
the  year  2700  B.C.  The  Tibetans  and  Greeks  have  similar  stories  about 
being  visited  by  the  Cara-Maya  in  ancient  times.  Similarly,  the  Egyptian 
priest-historian  Manetho  says  the  Mayax  also  visited  Africa.  He  adds  that 
people  from  all  over  the  world  visited  the  Americas  in  ancient  times. 

Don  Alejandro  Cirilo  Perez  Oxlaj,  a Mayan  elder  who  spoke  at  a recent 
medicine  conference,  amazed  the  audience  by  not  only  confirming  Hunbatz 


Men's  ideas,  but  also  by  adding  that  the  Mayans  had  received  their 
original  teachings  from  beings  from  the  Pleiades  star  system,  who  visited 
them  in  ancient  times  in  Yucatan,  Mexico. 

Believing  that  the  Mayans  received  their  original  instructions  from 
beings  from  the  Pleiades  cannot  be  any  less  valid  than  believing,  as 
Christians  and  lews  do,  that  Dehovah  spoke  to  Moses  on  a mountain  and  gave 
him  the  Ten  Commandments,  or  that  Desus  and  Mohammed  ascended  into  heaven. 
It's  certainly  as  valid  as  scientists  speculating  that  there  may  be 
multiple  universes,  existing  in  different  dimensions. 

Cultural  bias  and  military  might  are  responsible  for  many  of  our 
societal  beliefs.  That,  of  course,  does  not  make  them  right.  We  don't  know 
what  will  happen  in  the  next  few  days  or  in  the  next  12  years.  What  we  do 
know  is  that  it  wouldn't  hurt  to  listen  to  the  words  of  Don  Alejandro,  who 
said  that  on  Dec.  20,  2012,  Mother  Earth  will  pass  inside  the  center  of  a 
magnetic  axis  and  that  it  may  be  darkened  with  a great  cloud  for  60  to  70 
hours  and  that  because  of  environmental  degradation,  she  may  not  be  strong 
enough  to  survive  the  effects.  "It  will  enter  another  age,  but  when  it 
does,  there  will  be  great  and  serious  events.  Earthquakes,  marimotos 
[tsunamis],  floods,  volcanic  eruptions  and  great  illness  on  the  planet 
Earth.  Few  survivors  will  be  left." 

Don  Alejandro  has  been  sent  as  a messenger  from  a council  of  elders  to 
warn  the  world  that  we  must  change  the  way  we  live  and  take  care  of  Earth. 
We  hope  his  message  resonates  with  people  of  all  faiths  and  beliefs. 
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Cherokee  group  due  better  tally 

c.  AP  Wire  Service 

12/31/99 

CHEROKEE,  N.C.  (AP)  --  The  U.S.  Census  Bureau  says  it  will  make  sure  to 
more  accurately  count  members  of  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians, 
whom  it  agrees  were  undercounted  last  time. 

"Every  person  will  be  counted,  on  and  off  the  reservation, " said  Patrick 
Clark,  a Lumbee  Indian  working  for  the  Census  Bureau's  Partnership  Program 
in  North  Carolina. 

"Indians  all  over  North  Carolina  were  undercounted  --  a major  undercount. 
I make  no  bones  about  it  to  the  tribes:  If  you  want  better  schools,  more 
health-care  facilities  in  your  area,  then  fill  out  your  census.  That's  the 
road  to  get  there." 

Cherokee  officials  said  census-takers  missed  12.2  percent  of  the 
American  Indian  population  living  on  reservations  in  1990,  a number  that 
includes  members  of  the  Eastern  Band  on  the  Cherokee  Indian  Reservation  in 
western  North  Carolina. 

An  undercount  means  the  Eastern  Band  lost  federal  money  for  housing, 
health  care  and  other  services. 

Of  the  12,000  Eastern  Band  members,  8,000  are  believed  to  live  on  tribal 
lands.  That  doesn't  include  others  living  on  the  reservation,  such  as  non- 
Indian  spouses. 

The  undercount  in  past  censuses  has  been  attributed  to  distrust  of  the 
federal  government,  language  barriers  and  cultural  misunderstandings,  but 
the  Census  Bureau  says  it  is  trying  to  address  the  problems  and  counteract 
them. 
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Report  backs  evidence  of  American  Indian  burial  site 
by  Eric  Convey 
c.  Boston  Herald 
December  19,  1999 

American  Indians  fighting  to  stop  excavation  at  a Greenfield  site  they 
consider  sacred  were  handed  new  ammunition  by  the  state  medical  examiner's 
office  this  week. 

White  chunks  that  pro-American  Indian  activists  said  they  found  in  the 
area  of  the  gravel  pit  in  November  are  bone  fragments  "consistent  with 
prehistoric  cremated  human  remains,"  state  forensic  anthropologist  Ann 
Marie  Mires  wrote  in  a Dec.  16  report. 

Peter  Mackin,  who  owns  the  gravel  pit,  voluntarily  stopped  excavation 
pending  further  review  of  the  evidence. 

The  move  represents  a victory  for  local  American  Indian  leaders  who  said 
the  removal  of  sand  and  gravel  from  the  site  was  disturbing  an  ancient 
burial  ground. 

"We  had  been  waiting  for  several  years  now  to  get,  in  modern  terms,  the 
physical  evidence  that  there  were  burials  and  remains  on  that  site,"  said 
John  Brown,  historic  preservation  officer  for  the  Narragansett  Indian 
Tribe.  "That  medical  report  now  confirms  that.  It  basically  confirms  what 
we  always  knew." 

The  tribe,  which  has  been  trying  unsuccessfully  to  buy  the  gravel  pit  for 
several  years,  will  now  go  to  state  or  federal  court  to  block  further  work. 
Brown  said. 

In  a conclusion  that  appears  to  assist  that  effort.  Mires  noted  in  her 
report  that  "there  is  enough  material  here  to  suggest  that  prehistoric  human 
cremations  are  present  at  the  Mackin  Site  and  that  they  are  being  disturbed 
by  current  and  past  mechanical  operations  at  the  site." 

But  Greenfield  Police  Chief  David  McCarthy  emphasized  yesterday  that  the 
bone  fragments  recovered  at  the  site  were  pieces  no  more  than  one  eighth  of 
an  inch  long. 

"I  guess  I've  been  a cop  too  long,  but  I'm  extremely  suspicious  as  to  how 
they  got  to  where  they  were  found,"  he  said. 

Howard  Clark,  who  reported  finding  the  bone  chips,  did  not  return  a 
telephone  call  yesterday.  No  one  answered  the  telephone  at  Mackin 's  home 
yesterday. 

Monique  Fordham,  president  of  Friends  of  Wissatinnewag,  a group  seeking 
to  preserve  the  site,  said  last  month  that  her  organization's  "sole 
objective  has  been  to  purchase  the  property  fair  and  square  so  that  it  can 
be  protected  from  any  more  desecration."  The  two  sides  have  not  been  able 
to  agree  upon  a price. 

The  area  around  Greenfield  once  represented  the  northern  edge  of  the 
Narragansetts ' tribal  lands.  The  tribe  was  centered  in  Rhode  Island,  where 
members  retain  a reservation. 
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For  Native  American  Church,  peyote  is  sacred 
By  Karen  Lincoln  Michel 
Milwaukee  Journal  Sentinel 
Dec.  17,  1999 


All  his  life.  Tommy  Billy  has  faced  ridicule  for  practicing  a religious 
belief  as  old  as  the  red  canyon  rocks  near  his  home  on  the  Navajo 
Reservation  in  northern  Arizona. 

He  is  a follower  of  an  ancient  religion  that  uses  the  peyote  cactus  - 
classified  as  a hallucinogenic  drug  in  this  country  - in  the  manner  that 
Catholics  use  sacramental  wine. 

He  has  come  to  accept  that  mainstream  America  misunderstands  his  way  of 
worship,  the  Native  American  Church,  which  claims  about  250,000  members, 
30,000  among  the  Navajo.  But  there  is  another  kind  of  disregard  toward  his 
belief  that  worries  him.  This  time,  it  is  the  people  on  his  own  reservation 
who  are  the  perpetrators. 

Non-believers,  mainly  Navajo  teens,  reportedly  have  been  using  peyote  in 
the  way  some  people  take  recreational  drugs.  The  active  ingredient  in  the 
cactus  is  mescaline,  a mind-altering  stimulant  that  the  federal  Drug 
Enforcement  Administration  has  placed  in  the  same  category  as  heroin  and 
LSD.  A federal  law,  however,  exempts  church  members  from  prosecution  when 
peyote  is  used  in  religious  ceremonies. 

The  Navajo  Nation  government  is  holding  public  hearings  around  the 
reservation  to  discuss  stricter  tribal  laws  that  will  crack  down  on  illegal 
use  of  peyote  without  obstructing  the  religious  freedom  of  bona  fide  church 
members . 

Billy,  who  is  a chapter  board  member  of  the  Native  American  Church  of 
Navajoland,  says  there  is  a proposal  to  remove  peyote  from  the  tribe's 
controlled-substances  law.  A new  ordinance  would  authorize  the  use, 
possession,  sale,  trade  and  delivery  of  peyote  by  an  American  Indian  for 
bona  fide  religious  use. 

It  hurts  Billy  that  his  own  people  would  abuse  something  he  considers  a 
holy  medicine.  And  it  hurts  me,  too. 

lust  like  Billy,  I have  been  chided,  criticized  and  looked  upon  with 
suspicion  because  of  my  standing  as  a Native  American  Church  member. 

I was  born  into  the  church  and  baptized  in  the  Half-Moon  Fireplace  of 
the  Native  American  Church  of  Wisconsin.  The  principles  of  the  Wisconsin 
chapter  are  built  on  the  belief  in  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

We  sit  on  the  ground  and  worship  the  triune  God  in  all-night  prayer 
services.  We  listen  to  sermons,  sing  praises  to  the  Creator,  offer  prayers 
and  foster  fellowship  among  the  congregation. 

We  also  partake  of  the  sacrament,  a sacred  rite  that  opens  our  souls  and 
senses  to  fully  receive  the  Creator.  That's  the  part  non-believers  have 
difficulty  understanding. 

There  are  people  outside  the  church,  however,  who  accept  and  support  our 
beliefs.  A Catholic  priest  once  told  me  that  many  Christians  hear  the  word 
of  God,  but  few  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to  enter  and  connect  on  a divine 
spiritual  plane.  After  hearing  me  talk  about  my  religious  beliefs,  the 
priest  said  it  sounded  as  though  sacramental  use  of  peyote  was  a conduit 
to  reaching  that  spiritual  level.  Well  put. 

Now  if  only  Navajo  teens  abusing  peyote  could  grasp  that  concept,  we 
would  be  making  progress. 

Ironically,  these  teens  are  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  hippie 
culture  of  the  1960s,  whose  abuse  of  peyote  prompted  the  government  to  add 
it  to  the  Controlled  Substances  Act  of  1970.  It's  unfortunate  that  the 
"psychedelic  '60s"  had  such  a dramatic  impact  on  a way  of  worship  that 
scientists  and  archaeologists  have  traced  back  10,000  years. 

Most  Americans  believe  the  First  Amendment  has  protected  the  right  of 
all  organized  religions  to  practice  their  faith.  But  after  the  federal 
government  listed  peyote  as  a hallucinogen  nearly  30  years  ago,  the  cactus 
was  outlawed  in  22  states.  It  wasn't  until  the  American  Indian  Religious 
Freedom  Act  was  amended  in  1994  that  religious  use  of  peyote  by  Native 
American  Church  members  was  legalized  nationwide. 

Billy  blames  himself,  other  church  leaders  and  their  followers  for 
failing  to  educate  their  own  people  about  the  significance  of  peyote  as  a 
holy  medicine  and  the  struggles  the  church  has  endured  to  protect  it. 

Billy  doesn't  have  much  faith  in  the  media  helping  to  educate  the  public 
about  this  issue.  He  criticized  a recent  Associated  Press  article  that  said 
seeing  "visions"  is  part  of  the  spiritual  experience  when  peyote  is 
ingested.  He  said  that's  how  misconceptions  get  formed  about  his  way  of 


worship. 

I agree.  It's  hard  to  understand  beliefs  of  another  culture  when  society 
views  them  through  Euro-centric  and  Dudeo-Christian  eyes. 

The  Navajo  teens  abusing  peyote  will,  I hope,  grow  out  of  their  ignorance. 
I hope  the  rest  of  society  will,  too. 

Karen  Lincoln  Michel,  past  president  of  the  Native-American  Journalists 
Association,  is  co-owner  of  News  from  Indian  Country. 
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Gary  and  Janet, 

First,  if  I've  done  anything  in  the  past  to  piss  y'all  off,  I apologize 
profusely ...  I ' m finding  that  because  of  the  amount  of  time  I'm  spending  on 
my  thesis  research,  I can't  remember  much  of  anything  else. . .anyway,  here 
we  are,  a new  year,  new  century  (?),  new  millennium  (again  ?),  so  please 
give  me  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  about  having  learned  from  my  past 
mistakes  (particularly  where  being  confrontative  and  combative  are 
concerned ...  not  that  I've  given  up  fighting  battles,  just  that  I'm  being  a 
lot  more  circumspect  about  choosing  them) . 

So,  that  being  said,  first  I'd  like  to  start  getting  Wotanging  Ikche  (I 
wish  to  hell  that  we  didn't  have  to  write  using  these  expanded  Anglicized 
versions  of  Lakota...but  writing  Wotagig  Ikce  probably  doesn't  do  much  for 
the  average  non-Lakota)  in  my  e-mail  again,  and  second  I need  a favor. 

I'm  writing  my  thesis  on  the  backlash  in  Washington  and  elsewhere 
against  the  Qwidicca-atx  (Makah)  Indians  of  Neah  Bay,  Washington,  stemming 
from  their  decision  to  return  to  their  cultural  practice  of  hunting  the 
"California"  gray  whale  and  their  successful  hunt  this  past  May.  With 
this  in  mind,  I've  designed  an  online  questionnaire  for  those  Indian 
people  connected  to  the  Internet,  to  assess  the  opinions  of  Indians  across 
the  US  and  Canada  about  the  issues  generated  by  this  situation.  You'll  be 
asked  for  your  e-mail  address,  gender,  age  grouping,  level  of  education, 
where  you  access  the  Net,  tribal  affiliation,  whether  or  not  you're 
enrolled,  whether  or  not  you  live  on  the  rez,  and  what  state  or  province 
you  live  in.  Your  name,  e-mail  address,  and  other  information  will  be 
kept  strictly  confidential  in  accordance  with  University  of  Arizona  Human 
Subjects  Research  policies.  If  I wish  to  use  a quote  from  your  response  in 
my  thesis,  you  will  be  contacted  for  your  express  permission  in  writing 
for  such  use  and  for  citation.  Under  NO  circumstances  will  your  name  or 
your  e-mail  address  be  released  outside  the  American  Indian  Studies 
Program  of  the  University  of  Arizona. 

The  URL  for  the  survey  is: 

chttp : // home. ea rt h 1 in k. net /~ndnhi story /qform . html> 

I'm  trying  to  get  as  many  Indian  people  as  possible  to  complete  this  short 
survey  themselves  and  to  pass  the  URL  along  to  other  Indian  people  they're 
in  contact  with,  particularly  on  lists  they  may  be  subscribed  to  and 
organizations  they  may  belong  to. 

Again,  I'd  really  like  to  let  the  stuff  from  a couple  years  ago  stay 
there,  okay?  Thanks  for  your  time, 

Mike  Two  Horses 
University  of  Arizona 

American  Indian  Studies  Office  of  Community  Development 
320  Harvill  Hall 
Tucson  AZ  85721 
(520)626-9181 

E-mail:  twohorse@u . arizona . edu 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

loin  the  Coalition  to  End  Racial  Targeting  of  American  Indian  Nations 
CERTAIN  <http://home.earthlink.net/~ndnhistory/CERTAIN> 

"People  whose  ancestors  sustained  themselves  from  wild  animals,  fish, 
and  plant  systems  without  destroying  them  have  ancient  ecological  con- 


tracts  - an  environmental  legacy  from  which  all  of  us  should  learn. 


"RE ; MnDoT  Update  from  Mahpiya  Duta"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Dec  1999  21:15:06  -0600 
From:  power4u  <power4u@mtn . org> 

Sub j : Update  from  Mahpiya  duta 

To  all  our  friends  and  supporter's: 

What  MnDoT  did  to  the  Four  Sacred  Oaks  is  what  this  State  and  Federal 
Government  have  been  doing  to  the  Native  People  for  500  years.  Our 
Elder's  told  us  that  this  area  from  the  Falls  to  the  Spring  was  an 
area  that  was  a place  where  our  people  would  gather  for  ceremonies 
and  to  bury  their  dead. 

Where  the  Veterans'  hospital  and  administration  building  now  sits  was 
Taku  Wakan  Tipi,  or  Gathering  Place  of  the  Spirits.  Later  it  was 
called  Morgan's  Mound  by  the  settlers  who  also  used  the  area  for 
burials.  Our  Relatives'  remains  were  removed  from  this  area  and  we 
aren't  sure  where  they  are  EVEN  today. 

The  spring.  Camp  Coldwater  Spring,  is  a block  south  of  where  the  Four 
Oaks  are  on  the  eastern  edge  of  Taku  Wakan  Tipi.  Dakota  oral 
teaching  tells  of  unk-teh-he,  the  Water  Spirit,  would  travel  from  the 
Mendota,  where  the  waters  meet,  up  to  Taku  Wakan  Tipi.  This  area  was 
and  is  very  sacred  to  the  Dakota  People. 

MnDoT  killed  these  Four  Trees  on  December  11,  1999.  They  took  a slab 
from  the  West  tree  to  the  University  of  Minnesota  to  count  the  life 
rings.  Now  they  say  the  trees  aren't  old  enough  to  be  significant  to 
the  Dakota  People,  they  counted  137  life  rings.  So  that  puts  the 
trees  at  being  planted  in  1862,  the  same  year  they  exiled  most  of  the 
Dakota  People  out  of  this  state. 

The  Flotop  Report  says  "the  trees  couldn't  have  been  planted  by  any 
Dakota  because  of  the  exile."  All  the  Dakota  were  absent  from  the 
area.  Well  that's  not  true.  During  the  conflict  360  Settlers  were 
saved  by  the  friendlies,  or  the  farmer  Indians.  These  settlers  were 
the  women  and  children.  These  Dakota,  our  relatives,  were  kept  by 
General  Sibley  on  ten  acres  of  land  on  top  of  modern  day  Mendota. 

Our  relatives  numbered  about  100  and  were  rewarded  for  saving  the 
Settlers  by  being  able  to  remain  at  Mendota.  The  Dakota  have  always 
been  in  Mendota  and  planted  these  marker  trees,  to  mark  the  place  in 
Mother  Earth  where  other  trees  had  been  before  they  were  cut  down  by 
soldier's  or  settler's.  So  when  they  tell  us  this  place  is  not 
sacred  to  our  people  it's  the  same  thing  they  have  always  done  with 
their  Cultural  Genocide  of  the  Native  Peoples  of  this  Turtle  Island. 

They  tell  us  what  is  sacred  to  us.  Well  we  have  12  hours  of  video 
taken  at  the  State  Capitol  of  Elders  who  through  oral  teachings  tell 
how  this  area  was  and  is  very  important  to  our  history  and  culture. 

What  we  have  done  for  the  last  16  months  is  to  stand  our  ground  to 
try  to  protect  this  whole  area  from  the  Falls  to  the  Spring  because 
of  history  written  by  the  first  missionaries  and  oral  history  from 
our  Elders,  we  have  the  truth  and  the  history  of  this  place  on  our 
side.  They  think  they  have  "won"  something.  We  have  only  the 
Creator  to  answer  to  for  what  has  happened  to  this  place.  This  fight 
is  not  over,  the  Spring  is  still  in  grave  danger  of  being  destroyed 
by  their  destruction.  Please  keep  supporting  us  in  our  struggle  to 
get  the  land  around  the  Spring  protected  and  returned  to  the  Dakota 
Nation  for  an  interpretative  center  where  people  can  learn  about  our 
history  and  culture,  where  Elders  can  come  to  remember  our  Relatives 
that  have  lived  and  died  in  this  place. 

What  they  continue  to  do  is  Ethnic  Cleansing.  They  say  it  is  legal, 
but  it  is  immoral  and  wrong.  It  is  also  wrong  to  continue  to  punish 
the  Dakota  by  trying  to  completely  erase  our  Flistory  and  Culture. 

This  cannot  be  tolerated  anymore.  All  we  ask  is  to  let  us  use  this 
small  but  very  important  area  to  keep  it  the  way  it  is,  to  help  our 
people  heal  and  relearn  what  was  almost  taken  from  us. 

So  in  the  name  of  all  the  Dakota,  I thank  each  and  everyone  that  has 


understood  what  this  has  always  been  about,  the  area  is  sacred  to  the 
Dakota  and  should  be  told  to  ALL  people. 

Pidamaya  Kodas 
Mahpiya  duta 
Redsky 

Dim  Anderson  12-28-99 
651-452-4141  office 

live  simply 


"RE : AIM  Struggles  to  Reconcile  Aquash  Murder"  

Date:  Sat,  1 Dan  2000  18:01:22  EST 

From:  First  Perspective,  Canada's  Aboriginal  News 

Sub j : AIM  struggles  to  reconcile  Aquash  murder 

http : //www. mbnet . mb . ca/f irstper/ 

AIM  struggles  to  reconcile  Aquash  murder 
by  Bruce  Spence 

December  1999  marks  the  24th  year  since  the  murder  of  a member  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  whose  death  still  haunts  the  organization. 

Anna  Mae  Aquash,  a member  of  a Nova  Scotia  First  Nation,  was  active  with 
AIM  in  the  early  1970s.  She  was  involved  with  the  group's  1973  takeover  of 
Wounded  Knee,  South  Dakota,  and  was  also  present  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  where  the  town  is  located  when  a shoot-out  in  Dune  of  1975 
left  two  FBI  agents  dead.  The  US  government  accused  Leonard  Peltier  of 
killing  the  FBI  men.  Fie  went  underground  and  was  eventually  extradited 
from  Alberta  on  the  basis  of  false  affidavits  issued  by  the  FBI.  Peltier, 
who  says  he  refuses  to  name  the  actual  killers,  is  serving  two  consecutive 
life  terms  in  federal  prison  at  Leavenworth  Kansas  in  connection  with  the 
FBI  deaths. 

Peltier  has  since  become  a symbol  of  American  Indian  political 
resistance  to  white  oppression. 

Aquash 's  body  was  found  in  Danuary  of  1976  but  she  is  believed  to  have 
been  killed  in  December  of  1975  by  two  gun  shots  to  the  head.  AIM  says  it 
was  the  FBI,  or  Indians  working  for  them,  who  fired  the  shots. 

The  FBI  attempted  to  cover-up  the  murder.  No  charges  have  ever  been  laid 
in  connection  with  Aquash 's  murder. 

In  a September  1999  press  conference  in  Ottawa,  and  again  in  a November 
press  conference  in  Denver  Colorado,  Robert  Branscombe,  said  he  had 
evidence  linking  members  of  AIM's  inner  sanctum  to  Aquash 's  killing. 

Branscombe  says  he  is  a cousin  of  Aquash.  Her  daughters  were  with  him  at 
the  Ottawa  news  conference.  He's  written  a book  about  his  investigation  of 
the  killing  and  claimed  he  would  publicly  name  her  killers  if  US  and 
Canadian  authorities  did  not  lay  charges.  Branscombe's  accusations  have 
set  off  turmoil  within  AIM  ranks. 

AIM's  Grand  Governing  Council  repudiated  Branscombe's  accusations  from 
Rapid  City  South  Dakota  earlier  this  month. 

"We  condemn  the  actions  of  Robert  Branscombe  and  academic  and  literary 
fraud  Ward  Churchill  in  the  attack  on  us,"  said  Clyde  Bellecourt,  a 
founder  of  the  movement. 

Actor  Russel  Means,  who  was  with  AIM  in  the  1970s,  echoed  the  nature  of 
Branscombe's  accusations  in  a late  October  press  conferences  in  Denver  and 
Sioux  Falls  South  Dakota. 

In  a September  29  letter  sent  from  the  Leavenworth  penitentiary,  Peltier 
says  he  has  a strong  desire  to  have  the  Aquash  murder  solved,  as  well  as 
scores  of  others  taking  place  at  Pine  Ridge  in  the  1970s. 

Peltier  said  Branscombe  visited  him  in  his  cell  in  the  fall  of  1998  and 
offered  him  release  from  prison  within  10  days  if  he  would  sign  an 
affidavit  implicating  one  Dohn  Patton. 

"I  would  never  accept  being  released  in  return  for  imprisoning  someone 
unfairly  convicted,"  Peltier  wrote.  He  added  that  Branscombe  could  not  be 
trusted  and  that  Aquash  was  killed  "because  she  was  a skilled  organizer 
and  leader  for  our  people." 

A war  of  words  among  AIM  insiders  is  continuing  through  the  media  and 


over  the  Internet,  none  of  which  have  led  to  any  charges  being  laid. 

Vernon  Bellecourt,  a brother  of  Clyde 

Bellecourt,  is  a member  of  AIM's  governing  council.  He's  sent  a letter 
Senator  Orrin  Hatch  and  President  Clinton  requesting  the  appointment  of  a 
special  investigator  to  examine  the  Pine  Ridge  murders  and  the  role,  if 
any,  played  in  them  by  the  FBI  and  its  network  of  paid  informants. 
Bellecourt  also  requests  the  investigation  of  the  Pine  Ridge  shoot-out 
that  led  to  Pelteir's  imprisonment. 

"RE : loin  the  Peltier  for  President  Write-In  Campaign"  

Date:  Fri,  31  Dec  1999  18:42:48  EST 
From:  lTRoad@aol.com 

Sub j : 10IN  THE  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT  WRITE-IN  CAMPAIGN! 

Hey  Gary-- 

Hope  you'll  get  people  to  come  aboard  on  this.  /Harvey 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

10IN  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT  WRITE-IN  CAMPAIGN! 

For  more  info  contact: 

e-mail:  FreedomCampaign@aol.com 

phone:  603-659-8888,  603-588-2916 

us  mail:  po  box  4111,  Portsmouth,  nh,  03802 

www . f reepeltier . org 

www. LISN.net 

www . wisdom keepers . com 

OP-ED  from  Harvey  Arden,  on  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier: 

To  all  registered  voters: 

Become  an  Army  of  One! 

Exercise  your  Conscience  by  exercising  your  Vote! 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  on  your  Ballot  in  2000! 

As  the  editor  of  imprisoned  Native  activist  Leonard  Peltier's  book  PRISON 
WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE,  I am  impelled  to  comment  on  Bill 
Bradley's  position- -or,  rather,  non-position--on  the  long-standing  issue 
of  Leonard  Peltier,  America's  most  famous  political  prisoner  (so 
acknowledged  in  1999  by  Amnesty  International) . Of  all  the  candidates 
running.  Democrat  or  Republican,  Bradley  increasingly  seems  to  many 
millions  to  be  the  most  suited  for  the  job  in  terms  of  intellect  and 
character  and,  perhaps,  even  vision. 

Or  is  he? 

Bradley's  refusal  to  face  the  government's  many  flagrant  violations  of 
Peltier's  human  and  civil  rights  is  enough  to  put  his  intellect,  his 
character,  and  his  vision  in  question.  If  Bradley  is  willing  to  "not  see" 
that  Leonard  Peltier  languishes  in  prison  for  a quarter  of  a century  when 
known  by  our  government  to  be  innocent  of  the  crime  he  was  falsely  accused 
and  convicted  of,  then  I fear--and  millions  of  others  of  us  fear--that 
Bradley  will  find  many  other  issues  of  crucial  importance  to  "not  see" 
when  he  faces  the  immensely  difficult  matters  that  will  surely  confront 
him  in  the  new  Millennium. 

We  need  a President  who  can  feel  the  agony  of  an  innocent  human  being 
imprisoned  for  a quarter  of  a century  simply  because  he  is  an  American 
Indian  leader,  and  an  Indian--any  Indian--  had  to  pay  for  the  deaths  of 
two  FBI  agents  in  1975. 

Every  candidate  for  the  Presidency  in  the  year  2000  should  know  of 
Peltier's  case.  If  they  don't,  they  are  unqualified  for  office.  If  they 
do,  then  why  have  they  not  announced  their  support  for  a full  and  fair  and 
open  investigation  and  congressional  hearing  on  the  entire 
Peltier/COINTELPRO  matter?  For  fear  of  the  FBI?  In  my  opinion,  today's 
FBI  would  happily  get  out  from  behind  this  sorry  episode  in  their  history. 
Publicly  they've  got  to  back  their  old  buddies  who  want  Peltier  to 


continue  to  seem  the  villain  so  that  their  own  well-known  misdeeds  of  the 
past  will  remain  unpunished.  A wise  Presidential  candidate  would  demand 
such  hearings,  promise  to  get  to  the  truth  of  what  happened,  and  consider 
ultimate  clemency  for  ALL  involved- -with  IMMEDIATE  clemency  for  Leonard 
Peltier  himself,  the  one  person  in  all  of  this  who  has  been  proven 
innocent . 

As  former  U.  S.  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark  writes,  "Enlightened 
people  around  the  world  see  in  Leonard  Peltier  the  struggle  of  all 
indigenous  people  for  their  lives,  their  dignity,  for  their  sovereignty, 
their  future." 

Any  candidate  who  will  not  pledge  to  hold  open  hearings,  and  to  release 
Leonard  Peltier  as  one  of  their  first  acts  in  office,  will  not  have  this 
Democrat's  vote- -nor,  I believe,  the  vote  of  millions  of  other  Americans 
like  me,  people  who  are  soul-weary  of  the  lies  and  obfuscations  and 
totally  illegal  manipulations  of  our  own  government  in  this  shameful 
matter. . 

Unless  a candidate  whom  I could  otherwise  vote  for,  of  whatever  party, 
can  make  that  pledge,  I will  write-in  "LEONARD  PELTIER"  on  my  Presidential 
ballot--and  I will  hope  others  of  like  mind  and  heart  will  do  the  exactly 
the  same  in  all  50  States  in  every  Presidential  Primary  as  well  as  on 
Election  Day  2000. 

Maybe  the  drain  of  largely  Democratic  votes  will  make  Bradley  wake  up- 
and,  in  the  process,  wake  America  up.  Unless  he  does--winning  our 
applause  and  our  thanks  as  well  as  our  votes--we  will  reach  out  to 
millions  of  kindred  spirits  with  the  following  message: 


PLEASE  POST  TO  ALL  YOU  KNOW!  THANKS! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  PRESIDENT  in  2000! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
"Our  work  will  be  unfinished  until  not  a single 
human  being  is  hungry,  not  one  woman  is  battered, 
not  one  child  is  abused,  not  one  innocent  languishes  in 

prison  and  no  one  is  persecuted  for  his  or  her  beliefs." 

--Leonard  Peltier 

Become  an  Army  of  One! 

Exercise  your  Conscience 

by  Exercising  your  Vote! 

PROUDLY  WRITE-IN 
LEONARD  PELTIER 
for  PRESIDENT! 

e-mail:  FreedomCampaign@aol.com 

phone:  603-659-8888,  603-588-2916 

us  mail:  po  box  4111,  Portsmouth,  nh,  03802 

www . f reepeltier . org 

www. LISN.net 

www . wisdom keepers . com 

'I  am  undestroyed.' 

--Leonard  Peltier 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WRITE-IN-- 
LEONARD  PELTIER 
for  PRESIDENT  in  2000! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MAKE  YOUR  COMMITMENT- -SIGN  & EMAIL  TODAY! 


I, 


j of 


hereby  commit  myself  to  write-in 
LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President 


on  my  Primary  and  Presidential  ballot  in  2000. 


E-mail  your  commitment  NOW  to  harvey@wisdomkeepers.com 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"Those  who  put  me  here  and  keep  me  here 
knowing  of  my  innocence  can  take  grim  satisfaction 
in  their  sure  reward — which  is  being  who 
and  what  they  are.  That's  as  terrible  a reward 
as  any  I could  imagine. 

I know  who  and  what  I am.  I am  an  Indian — 
an  Indian  who  dared  to  stand  up  to  defend  his  people. 

I am  an  innocent  man  who  never  murdered  anyone 
nor  wanted  to. 

And,  yes,  I am  a Sun  Dancer.  That,  too,  is  my  identity. 

If  I am  to  suffer  as  a symbol  of  my  people,  then  I 
suffer  proudly. 

I will  never  yield." 

--Leonard  Peltier 

From  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance 


Reply  from  Harvey  Arden  to  those  who  have  committed  to  write  in  LEONARD 
PELTIER  for  PRESIDENT  on  their  ballots  in  2000: 

Hello.  This  is  Harvey  Arden,  Leonard's  editor.  Great  to  have  your 
personal  commitment  to  WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT  IN  2000... 
You're  among  the  first  to  formally  announce  your  commitment.  We  really 
need  to  get  this  ball  rolling--the  write-in  campaign,  I mean... in  the 
months  just  ahead.  New  Hampshire  Primary  is  Feb  l...we  want  Leonard's 
name  out  there  in  every  way  possible.  He  can  draw  hundreds  of  thousands, 
even  millions  of  votes  NATIONWIDE  next  November  if  we  really  get  this 
notion  of  a write-in  campaign  out  to  the  people. . .online,  on  radio,  on  TV, 
on  bush  telegraph  or  whatever.  Let  the  words  "FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER"  ring 
out  in  a noisy  and  incessant  duet  with  "WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR 
PRESIDENT  IN  2000!" 

Maybe  the  Dems,  during  the  primaries,  will  see  that  we're  actually 
drawing  a percentage  point  or  2 or  3 or  5 away  from  their  candidate;  not 
much,  maybe,  at  first  glance.  But  maybe  they  will  also  see  that,  without 
those  1-5%  points  next  November,  they  canNOT  win!  If  the  Democrats  win 
at  all  it  will  be  by  the  slimmest  of  margins ...  and  those  few  percentage 
points  are  essential  to  them.  We  can  actually  effect  the  outcome  of 
the  election  in  2000!  Voting  for  Leonard  is  in  no  way  "wasting"  your 
vote... just  the  opposite,  it's  making  it  actually  count  for  once! 

If  the  Dems  want  us  to  back  off  or  even  voluntarily  back  out  of  the 
electoral  fray,  let  Bradley  or  Gore  or  both  say  something  positive  NOW,  in 
New  Hampshire  , about  Leonard's  case:  They  need  to  (#  1 and  above  all 

else)  publicly  call  for  Leonard's  immediate  release  by  President  Clinton 
via  executive  clemency  and/or  (#2)  call  for  a public  televised  hearing 
about  the  whole  matter  of  the  FBI's  decades-long  war  on  Leonard  Peltier 
and  the  American  Indian  Movement.  It's  time  the  American  people  heard 
from  their  employees  at  the  FBI  just  what's  been  going  on  over  there 
these  past  decades ...  and  especially  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  during 
the  Years  1973-1976.  Let's  have  a Truth  & Reconciliation  Tribunal  as 
they've  done  in  South  Africa... let  EVERYONE  admit  their  sins  and  ALL, 
even  the  most  shamefully  guilty,  be  absolved  for  the  misdeeds  of  that 
time. 

First,  however,  let's  release  the  only  man  known  to  be  innocent  in  all 
of  this- -LEONARD  PELTIER  himself. 

TRIBUNAL  OR  NO,  THE  DEMOCRATS  MUST  SEE  THE  GOOD  SENSE  IN  RELEASING  AN 
INNOCENT  MAN  FROM  A WRONGFUL  IMPRISONMENT ...  IT  WOULD  WIN  THEM  A FEW  HOWLS 
FROM  THE  FBI,  YES  ..AND  IT  WILL  ALSO  WIN  THEM  HUNDREDS  OF  THOUSANDS,  EVEN 
MILLIONS  OF  THANKFUL  VOTES  NOT  ONLY  FROM  PELTIER  SUPPORTERS  BUT  FROM 
SUPPORTERS  OF  DECENCY  AND  LEGALITY  AND  CONSTITUTIONAL  GOVERNMENT  IN  THIS 
COUNTRY. 

Excuse  me  for  shouting  in  print,  but  it's  maddening  that  this  recent 
costly  anti-Peltier  campaign  by  the  ex-FBI  agents  association--the  very 
ones  with  something  really  to  hide--should  be  allowed  to  poison  the 


President's  ear  and  eye  while  the  truth  remains  concealed  behind  a Wall 
of  Silence  and  Lies.  The  media  has  been  shamefully  and  shamelessly 
complicit  in  all  of  this.  We  need  to  get  that  truth  out  by  whatever 
legal  means  is  possible. . .and  I personally  can  think  of  no  way  better  to 
do  that  than  conducting  a massive  nationwide  WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR 
PRESIDENT  IN  2000  CAMPAIGN.  Leonard's  Defense  Committee  (LPDC)  is 
already  swamped  with  work  to  do  on  his  behalf.  I'm  calling  on  volunteers 
to  come  forward  to  help  spread  the  word... get  the  message  of  the  write-in 
campaign  to  every  home  in  the  nation  and  get  it  there  effectively  and 
repeatedly ...  by  email,  by  phone,  by  radio,  by  door-to-door  campaigning. 
The  two  gals  running  the  New  Hampshire  Primary  Peltier  Write-In  Campaign- 
-Bonnie  Winona  and  Shelly  Nelkins--need  YOUR  HELP--whether  or  not  you 
come  to  New  Hampshire  in  January  (which  you're  urged  to  do  but  bring  your 
warmest  clothes  and  a sleeping  bag  if  you  do  come!)  Please  contact  them 
at  the  numbers  and  /or  addresses  given  at  the  bottom  of  this  email.  But 
give  them  time  to  respond .. .they,  too,  are  swamped. 

THIS  IS  THE  FIRST  ONLINE  ELECTION ...  there  are  no  precedents  or  rules 
other  than  keeping  within  the  law.  We  have  the  right  to  contact  EVERY 
fellow  voter  to  implore  them  to  wield  the  power  of  the  ballot  to  FREE 
LEONARD  PELTIER.  I K NOW  we  will  touch  many,  many,  many  hearts.  Please 
ask  everyone  you  know,  every  person  your  can  reach,  to  make  the  same 
personal  commitment  you  have  just  made  to  WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR 
PRESIDENT  IN  2000.  Have  them  email  that  commitment  to  me  at 
harvey@wisdomkeepers.com  They  can  use  this  form  (below)  and  copy-and- 
paste  it  to  me  via  email  or  just  write  a note  of  their  own  with  their 
name  and  at  least  their  town  of  residence,  along  with  their  email  address 
(street  address  and  tel#  optional) 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MAKE  YOUR  COMMITMENT- -SIGN  & EMAIL  TODAY! 


I, 


j of 


hereby  commit  myself  to 

WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT 

on  my  Primary  and  Presidential  ballot  in  2000. 

E-mail  your  commitment  NOW  to  harvey@wisdomkeepers.com 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We  CAN  do  it!  It  WILL  happen!  But  it's  up  to  each  of  us  to  do  it.  In 
Leonard ' s words : 

"We  must  each  be  an  Army  of  One!" 

Thanks.  May  your  commitment  inspire  millions  of  others  to  join  us. 

In  the  spirit  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

/Harvey  Arden 

IOIN  US  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  JANUARY  13-15,  2000 
Become  an  Army  of  One! 

Exercise  your  Conscience  by  exercising  your  Vote! 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  on  your  Ballot  in  2000! 

e-mail:  FreedomCampaign@aol.com 

phone:  603-659-8888,  603-588-2916 

us  mail:  po  box  4111,  Portsmouth,  nh,  03802 

www . f reepeltier . org 

www. LISN.net 

www . wisdom keepers . com 

all  actions  to  be  conducted  with  love,  dignity  and  humor 

...per  Leonard's  request 

PS:  Please  copy  this  to  anyone  you  know  in  New  Hampshire!  We  want  a big 
Peltier  vote  in  the  NH  Primary  Feb.  1,  2000! 

— "RE:  Support  Needed  for  Standing  Deer"  


Date:  Wed,  29  Dec  1999  10:16:47  -0500 

From:  Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : ndn  newsletter  fyi  12-29-99 

please  post  widely 
SUPPORT  NEEDED  FOR  STANDING  DEER 

As  many  of  you  know  Standing  Deer  has  been  a very  important  Elder 
Native  prisoner  activist  over  the  years.  He  had  a very  important  role  in 
exposing  the  assassination  plot  against  Leonard  Peltier.  He  has  also 
been  active  in  federal  and  state  prisons  in  the  struggle  for  freedom  of 
religion  for  Native  prisoners  and  the  prison  conditions  for  all 
prisoners . 

Right  now  he  needs  our  help. 

Standing  Deer's  Health  Condition 

Standing  Deer  is  very  sick.  Without  aspirin  to  relieve  his  pain  he  is 
unable  to  stand  in  line  for  his  high  blood  pressure  medicine  which  for 
the  last  two  weeks  he  has  not  been  able  to  get.  Without  that  medicine  he 
will  die. 

We  are  asking  you  to  please  write  letters  to:  Dr.  Scamardo,  Pack  Unit 
Infirmary,  2400  Wallace  Pack  Rd.,  Navasota,  TX  77869  and  Dr.  Lannette 
Linthicum,  Director,  TDCD  Health  Services,  3009  Highway  30  West, 
Huntsville,  TX  77340,  and  request  that  aspirin  and  his  Clonidine 
medication  be  allowed  to  be  kept  on  his  person  (KOP) . 

Standing  Deer  is  in  Pack  One  Prison  in  Navasota,  Texas.  He  has 
spent  over  24  years  in  prison  for  a bank  robbery  in  which  no  one  was 
injured. While  in  prison  he  found  his  spirituality  and  he  is  old  and  very 
ill. 

He  is  not  a threat  to  anyone.  Please  write  letters  in  support  of  parole 
to: 

(You  must  place  his  prison  name  at  the  top  for  they  do  not  acknowledge 
the  name  Standing  Deer)  Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289,  TDC3  Pardons  and 
Parole  Division,  8610  Shoal  Creek,  P.0.  Box  13401,  Capital  Station, 
Austin,  TX  7871,  and  to  Governor  George  W.  Bush,  P.0.  Box  12428, 

Austin,  TX  78711.  Please  send  copies  to  SDDC,  P.0.  Box  368, 

Carrollton,  GA  30117. 

Standing  Deer's  Book  "Coming  Home:  a Birth  of  Spirit  in  America's 
Gulag" 

This  books  highlights  Standing  Deer's  life  in  prison  and  the  struggles 
his  has  been  a part  of.  Please  send  check  or  money  order  of  $15.00  to 
SDDC,  P.0.  Box  368,  Carrollto,  GA  30117. 

I have  known  Standing  Deer  for  many  years  now,  having  exchanged 
many  letters,  was  able  to  get  in  a visit  him  and  was  able  to  attend  his 
hearing  on  a freedom  of  religion  suit.  He  has  written  for  publications 
that  I worked  on;  Bayou  La  Rose,  Survival  Network  Newsletter  and  Native 
Resistance  News.  He  also  wrote  the  introduction  to  the  pamphlet  that  I 
co-wrote  "The  Case  Of  Leonard  Peltier"  which  he  suffered  harassment  in 
prison  for  writing.  I have  found  him  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  prison 
activists  I have  ever  known  and  one  of  the  best  prisoner  writers  around. 

As  an  Elder  he  has  given  so  much  to  not  only  other  Native  prisoners  but 
has  also  stood  by  all  prisoners  in  time  of  need.  I ask  you  to  please 
help  the  campaign  to  bring  Standing  Deer  home  now.  For  more  information 
on  how  you  can  help  please  write  to:  Standing  Deer  Defense 
Committee,  P.0.  Box  368,  Carrollton,  GA  30117.  Thank  you. 

In  The  Spirit  Of  Total  Resistance 

Arthur  3.  Miller 

NWLPSN-Tacoma  Office 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Sun,  12  Dec  1999  19:41:37  -0520 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 


Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


USP  Atlanta  is  one  of  the  hardest-time  of  the  institutions  within  the 
federal  prison  system.  Most  inmates  are  doing  long  sentences,  usually  far 
from  their  homes  and  families.  There's  a disproportionate  number  of  Native 
American  prisoners  there  for  lots  of  reasons.  And  because  they  are 
deliberately  subject  to  "bus  therapy"  (frequent  and  abrupt  relocations  to 
other  prisons),  they  are  denied  the  opportunity  to  build  the  kinships  and 
communities  that  are  integral  to  their  cultural  stability.  Of  all  the 
prisoners  I've  encountered,  these  are  perhaps  the  most  in  need  of  contact 
with  Native  people  outside  the  prison  system.  They  have  asked  that  I submit 
their  names  to  Wotanging  Ikche's  Native  Prisoner  Pen  Pal  list  --  which  I am 
doing.  I'm  also  broadcasting  their  names  to  others  on  lists  I believe  may 
include  interested  individuals. 

Please  select  one  of  these  guys  and  write.  I've  met  them  all  personally  and 
I believe  any  of  them  would  be  a worthwhile  correspondent.  Because  of  the 
strange  regulations  of  the  prison  system,  believe  it  or  not,  I MAY  NOT  write 
to  any  of  them  because  I meet  with  them  face  to  face  in  the  prison.  If  this 
were  not  so,  I certainly  would  write  them  myself. 


I would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone  that  is  interested  in  writing  to  me. 

I am  of  Mexican  and  Native  American  descent.  I am  from  Oxnard,  California.  I 
study  both  heritages  through  two  different  college:  UCLA  in  Los  Angeles  and 
the  University  of  Santa  Barbara.  I have  been  studying  these  two  heritages 
for  the  past  nine  years.  If  you  could  send  me  an  address  of  anyone  who  may 
be  interested  in  writing  as  pen  pals  from  your  internet,  I would  be  able  to 
assist  them  in  a positive  way  about  the  Native  American  heritage.  I do 
appreciate  all  assistance  from  you.  Please  keep  up  the  good  work  you  are 
doing.  I will  be  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  again  on  February  15,  1999. 
Thank  you  for  your  help  and  May  God  Bless  you  all. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Max  Maurice  Majeno 
#74722.012 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Carlos  G.  Cruz  Fontanez 

#07647-069-B235 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

5'7",  165  lb.  Brown  eyes,  black  hair 

Age  37 

I was  interested  in  yer  Native  Prison  Pen-Pal  list.  I would  really 
appreciate  if  ya  could  put  me  on  the  list.  Thanks.  May  the  Great  Spirit  be 
with  y'all.  This  is  young  wolf-dancer.  Until  Next  Time 
Sincerely, 

Ed  Brady  (Blue  Horse) 

#28270-008 
Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

I'd  like  to  be  a part  of  the  Native  pen  pal  list.  Here  is  a little  about 
myself.  I'm  from  a rez  in  South  Dakota,  a tribe  of  the  Lower  Brule  Sioux 


(Kul  Wicha'sa  Oyat'e).  I am  30  yeans  old  and  a proud  father  of  5 beautiful 
children.  4 boys  and  1 daughter!  They  are  my  life!  I'd  also  like  you  all  to 
know  that  when  I pray  and  sweat,  I not  only  do  this  for  myself,  but  for  all 
of  the  Creator's  people!  Thank  you  once  again.  Hope  to  see  you  all  again 
someday  soon.  You're  in  my  prayers. 

In  the  Struggle  of  Life, 

Russell  Crazy  Bull  - Lakota  - 

#11712-073 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  03  Ian  2000  22:31:04  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - INDIAN  HELPER  - 12/22/1899 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
-FROM  THE- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


VOL.  XV.  FRIDAY,  December  22,  1899  NUMBER  9 


Christmas  Carol  


By  ELAINE  GOODALE,  Aged  12  Years. 


Burn,  Christmas  lights,  burn  chaste  and  clear  - 

Stream  out  against  the  frosty  sky 

From  windows  warm  with  Christmas  cheer. 

And  rosy  tapers  flaming  high: 

All  sparkling,  glowing  greetings  send 
From  lip  of  love  and  heart  of  friend. 

And  bear  to  those  who  grieve  alone 
Glad  tidings,  sent  to  every  one! 


Peal,  Christmas  bells,  peal  loud  and  deep- 
Ring  out  a happy  Christmas  chime; 

Till  aching  eyes  forget  to  weep. 

And  cold  hearts  glow  with  love  divine! 

In  heavenly  music  die  away. 

With  rippling  laughter  glad  and  gay. 

Till  rich  and  full  the  dark  night  swells 
With  Christmas  lights  and  Christmas  bells! 


A MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND 
A HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 


PERVERSION  OF  THE  CHRISTMAS  SPIRIT. 


It  is  probably  useless  to  lift  a voice  against  the  commercial 
perversion  of  the  Christmas  spirit. 

The  bewildering  bustle  and  maddening  crush  in  the  great  city  stores 
give  to  certain  people  a thrill  of  pleasure,  which  they  fancy  is  the 
Christmas  feeling. 

To  see  everybody  emptying  pocketbooks  in  order  to  make  expensive 
presents  which  they  can  ill  afford  is  in  reality  a sad  sight. 

The  Christmas  gifts  which  are  the  tokens  of  love  are  among  the 
pleasantest  things  of  the  whole  year,  either  to  give  or  to  receive. 

But  when  one  attempts  to  find  some  logical  and  ethical  connection 
between  the  anniversary  of  Jesus'  birth  and  the  monstrosities  in 
advertising,  the  overwork  of  employees,  and  the  colossal  waste  which 
accompany  the  "holiday  trade,"  one  wonders  that  so  few  religious  leaders 
speak  out  against  the  folly  and  the  tyranny  of  the  abuse.  -[Standard. 


REAL  LESSON  OF  CHRISTMAS. 


"Too  often  in  our  Christmas  religious  observances  is  this  thought 
almost  entirely  lost  sight  of,  or  not  sufficiently  emphasized,"  says 
Edward  Bok. 

"There  can  be  no  love  for  God  which  is  unattended  with  love  for  man. 

The  final  test  of  a Christian  life  is  not  the  worship  of  God,  but 
always  the  love  of  man  for  man. 

If  the  message  of  him  whose  birth  we  celebrate  at  Christmas  teaches  us 
one  thing  above  all  others,  it  is  not  that  we  shall  try  to  do  for 
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BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price:  --  10  Cents  per  Year 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


NO  HELPER  NEXT  WEEK. 

It  was  Mrs.  Bakeless'  mother,  Mrs.  Harvey,  who  was  ill  last  week  and 


to  whose  bedside  the  Professor  and  wife  were  summoned  by  wire.  She 
improved  and  the  Professor  returned  in  a day  or  two. 

As  has  been  our  custom  for  many  years  we  will  not  print  any  HELPER 
during  the  holidays.  The  office  will  be  kept  busy  on  other  work  and 
only  the  PEN  of  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  takes  a rest,  to  sharpen  up 
for  another  year's  note  taking. 

At  last  Sunday  afternoon  service,  the  choir  rendered  'Behold  in 
Matchless  Splendor,"  by  Stone,  and  Miss  Senseney  sang  most  beautifully, 
"A  Little  Babe  in  Manger  Low."  The  music  was  commented  upon  after 
service.  The  chapel  was  decorated  in  scarlet  geraniums  and  holly,  the 
service  being  partially  Christmas,  as  several  expect  to  be  absent  on 
Christmas  Day. 

A letter  from  Dames  Dohnson  of  the  football  team  to  his  teacher.  Miss 
Wood,  tells  of  his  having  passed  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  all  were  well. 
They  are  expecting  a happy  time.  They  met  Dr.  Carlos  Montezuma, 
Chicago's  Apache  physician,  who  is  with  them  on  their  journey.  Dohnson 
saw  his  sisters  in  Chicago. 

An  eight  and  one-half  pound  daughter  was  born  last  night  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Will  Tobin.  All  doing  well.  Dr.  Rickey  and  his  good  wife  are 
wonderfully  proud  of  the  little  great  grand-daughter . She  has  already 
received  the  name  "Eurene  Warren,"  from  her  grandmother  and  mother. 
-[Clarinda  Iowa  Herald.  This  is  Ida  Warren,  class  '94. 

When  a student  is  on  the  debate  and  leaves  preparation  till  the  last 
minute  it  is  safe  to  say  that  said  student  cannot  be  very  well  prepared, 
and  he  is  apt  to  make  of  himself  or  herself  a bore  to  those  who  listen. 
If  the  speaker  tries  her  best  it  shows  in  her  speech  and  action,  and  the 
effort  is  appreciated,  no  matter  how  poor  the  result,  but  the 
leave-it-till-the-last-minute  speakers  are  the  ones  that  are  distressing 
to  hear. 

1900!  Think  of  it! 

On  Wednesday  a stranger  visited  the  school  who  was  on  his  way  from 
London  to  Unalaska  - a nice  little  trip  of  seven  or  eight  thousand 
miles.  He  spent  last  winter  at  Dawson  City,  and  gave  interesting  points 
regarding  that  land  of  promise  and  gold.  Among  other  things  he  said  in 
conversation  was  that  there  were  24,000  people  in  Dawson  last  winter  and 
work  for  only  about  12,000. 

To  a number  of  western  subscribers  we  have  sent  sample  copies  of  the 
Red  Man  for  December,  hoping  that  they  will  read,  see  and  be  conquered 
in  the  interest  of  the  publication,  and  subscribe.  For  one  to  take  the 
HELPER  and  not  the  Red  Man,  he  loses  a great  amount  of  general 
information  that  is  valuable.  Those  who  take  the  Red  Man  and  not  the 
HELPER  miss  many  of  the  little  everyday  doings  at  the  school  interesting 
to  know  about.  For  55  cents,  the  two  papers  may  be  had,  and  then  the 
story  is  complete.  If  taken  singly.  Red  Man  50  cents,  HELPER,  10  cents. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  football  team  and  three  substitutes  started 
for  San  Francisco,  to  play  the  University  of  California.  Before  this 
edition  of  the  HELPER  makes  its  appearance  they  will  be  practicing 
kicking  goal,  punting  and  performing  other  manoeuvres  of  the  field,  in 
the  city  of  the  Golden  Gate. 

It  was  necessary  for  them  to  arrive  there  two  or  three  days  before  the 
game,  as  six  days'  travel  would  naturally  soften  their  muscles  and  throw 
them  out  of  condition.  Disciplinarian  Thompson,  Coach  Warner,  and  Dr. 
Carlos  Montezuma  went  with  the  team.  The  manly  boys  looked  exceedingly 
happy  as  they  were  comfortably  quartered  in  a special  sleeper,  on  the 
side  track  at  the  Dunction.  They  go  all  the  way  to  the  Pacific  Coast 
and  return  in  the  same  car.  On  their  return  they  expect  to  visit  the 
Government  Indian  schools  at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  Grand  Dunction,  Colorado, 
and  the  Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  Perris,  California, 
Albuquerque  and  Sante  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

There  will  be  more  education  in  this  trip  for  the  boys  than  a number 
of  weeks  school  could  possibly  give  them.  They  will  lose  very  little 
time  from  their  classes,  and  as  all  their  expenses  were  guaranteed  by 
the  challenging  team  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  they  will  lose  no  money. 

If  the  first  two  numbers  on  your  wrapper  this  week  read  15  the  HELPER 


has  reached  Volume  XV  and  if  the  15  is  followed  by  a 9 and  the  number 
appears  159,  do  not  read  it  one  hundred  and  fifty  nine,  but  Volume  15, 
Number  9,  which  is  the  number  of  this  issue,  hence  time  to  renew,  if  you 
wish  to  not  miss  any  numbers  and  to  insure  against  delay  and  error. 

Major  Wm.  Ennis  of  the  United  States  Regular  Artillery,  recruiting 
officer  in  Harrisburg,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Ennis  and  their  daughter 
were  interested  visitors  at  the  school  on  Wednesday.  The  Major  has 
enlisted  a number  of  our  older  boys  who  wished  to  go  into  the  regular 
army  and  who  have  been  sent  to  different  companies  in  the  cavalry, 
artillery  and  infantry  in  Manila,  Porto  Rico,  and  Cuba.  Major  Ennis  has 
just  been  relieved  from  duty  as  recruiting  officer  and  ordered  to  join 
his  regiment  in  Honolulu. 
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The  Band  now  practices  Saturday  afternoons. 

"Oh,  for  a cold  wave!"  sigh  the  boys  and  girls. 

The  school  rooms  are  beginning  to  decorate  in  green. 

The  small  boy  watcheth  the  ice,  but  it  is  still  too  thin. 

Santa  Claus  is  keeping  everybody  on  the  jump. 

Remember  there  will  be  no  HELPER  printed  next  week. 

Hugh  Leider  has  enlisted  in  the  army,  and  has  started  for  Manila. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  is  home  from  Wilson  on  her  Christmas  vacation. 

There  is  a new  graphaphone  on  the  carpet,  and  much  enjoyment  is 
expected . 

We  now  have  311  pupils  in  country  homes  and  701  at  the  school,  1012  in 
all. 

Nearly  everybody  was  out  to  see  the  eclipse  on  Saturday  night  and  it 
was  a very  pretty  one. 

No  subscriber  will  lose  by  not  receiving  the  HELPER  next  week;  his 
time  will  be  extended  a week. 

Ollie  Choteau,  "printeress, " spent  Wednesday  in  Harrisburg,  in  close 
interview  with  Santa  Claus. 

Dr.  Norcross'  excellent  Sunday  afternoon  sermons  take  hold  of  his 
Indian  School  audience. 

Mrs.  Craft,  mother  of  Mrs.  Thompson,  and  her  grandson  Brewster  Gallup, 
of  Jersey  City,  are  with  us. 

There  will  be  something  going  on  every  evening  during  the  holidays  to 
entertain  and  instruct  our  700. 

Mrs.  Chauncey  Ives,  of  Chambersburg,  with  Mrs.  Willoughby,  of  Albany, 
N.Y.,  visited  the  school  Saturday. 

Wesley  Cornelius,  the  brother  of  Lillian  and  Louise,  arrived  from 
Oneida,  Wisconsin,  this  week  and  entered  as  a pupil. 

Miss  Bowersox'  pupils  greatly  pleased  those  who  heard  their  songs  and 
recitations  at  study  hour,  Wednesday  evening. 

Mr.  Norman's  eleven-year  old  daughter,  Hattie,  fractured  her  right  leg 
while  at  play.  Dr.  Fickle  was  the  attending  physician. 

Interesting  programs  were  carried  out  in  the  various  school-rooms  last 
Thursday  night  in  memory  of  the  death  of  George  Washington. 

Hobart  Cook  is  spending  a part  of  his  vacation  here  with  his  mother. 
Mrs.  Cook  and  son  will  go  to  Connecticut  for  the  holidays. 

That  was  a curious  phenomenon  in  which  the  moon  was  the  center  on 
Sunday  night.  Three  beautiful  lunar  bows  in  the  shape  of  rings! 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  have  returned  from  Philadelphia,  the  former 
looking  rested,  but  his  lameness  has  not  entirely  disappeared,  yet  he  is 
improving. 

Mr.  John  Given,  student  in  an  academy  near  Chicago  is  spending  the 
Christmas  holidays  with  his  mother  - Mrs.  Given,  manager  of  small  boys' 
department . 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  pupils  of  Miss  Barclay's  class  (No.  10)  held 
a very  interesting  debate  in  assembly  hall  before  their  class  and  a few 
visitors . 

Miss  Peter  and  Miss  Robertson  attend  the  Invincible  society  tonight. 
Miss  Senseney  and  Miss  Smith  the  Standards,  and  Miss  Seonia  and  Miss 
Pauli  the  Susans. 

"Some  of  your  'Injuns'  are  getting  out,"  said  a little  visitor  in 


alarm  to  the  matron  in  charge,  after  the  breaking  of  ranks  and  there  was 
a general  out-pour  from  the  assembly  room. 

A number  of  the  teachers  are  planning  to  spend  their  holidays  away 
from  the  school  among  friends.  Miss  Wood  and  Miss  Stewart  will  go  to 
New  York  to  see  the  sights  of  the  metropolis. 

Mr.  A.M.  Higgins,  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  son  of  Rev.  Higgins,  who 
visited  the  school  several  years  ago,  and  who  was  Major's  friend  when 
they  were  boys  together,  was  here  on  Wednesday. 

Fifty-two  weeks  make  a year,  so  52  numbers  of  the  HELPER  make  a 
volume.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  you  will  get  no  HELPER  next  week, 
you  will  get  the  52  numbers  for  the  year's  subscription,  just  the  same. 

Mr.  D.  Banks  Ralston  of  Dickinson  Law  School  was  called  upon  to  take 
charge  of  the  boys,  in  the  absence  of  Disciplinarian  Thompson.  Mr. 
Ralston,  having  been  assistant  disciplinarian  for  some  time,  understands 
the  way  of  doing  things. 

Sarah  Jacobs  says  that  the  Indian  girls  near  where  she  is  living  in 
the  country  have  started  to  country  school  and  that  they  like  their 
little  white  friends  very  much.  "The  children  are  very  kind  to  us  and 
we  are  kind  to  them,  too." 

Miss  Inga  Ericson,  who  has  been  in  Major  Pratt's  office  for  a month, 
received  her  old  appointment  in  Chicago  at  an  advanced  salary,  and  left 
last  week,  taking  in  Washington  on  her  way.  Miss  Ericson  has  won  many 
friends  at  the  school  in  her  brief  stay. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  heard  Santa  Claus  whisper  that  he  was  going 
to  be  careful  about  giving  this  year  to  certain  people  who  forget  to  say 
"Thank  you."  Some  felt  it  last  year,  but  did  not  express  themselves  to 
the  giver.  Take  special  pains  to  say  "Thank  you,"  even  for  a little 
brass  pin. 

Our  flutist,  Ernest  Robitaille,  who  has  been  attending  Dickinson  law 
school  since  the  term  opened  was  called  west  by  a tempting  position 
among  the  Indians  in  Minnesota,  the  particulars  of  which  we  have  not  at 
this  writing.  He  left  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  will  be  missed  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  made  during  his  short  stay  at  Carlisle. 

Will  Carleton,  the  great  poet  and  reader,  honored  our  editorial 
sanctum  with  a call  on  Friday  last  when  he  was  going  the  rounds  of  the 
school.  He  was  at  home  among  the  editors  and  printers,  for  he  is  an 
editor  himself.  He  knew  Mrs.  Eastman  and  had  read  her  poems  and  books, 
so  there  was  a marked  mutual  sympathy  between  the  two  engaged  in 
conversation,  which  was  interesting  to  observe. 
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him  as  a person,  but  that  we  shall  seek  to  do  for  one  another. 

That  is  knowing  Jesus  and  clearly  understanding  him. 

And  wherever  this  true  conception  of  his  life  and  teaching  is  reached, 
there  we  find  men  and  women  thrilled  with  the  passion  for  giving. 

"The  friendless,  the  poor,  the  outcast,  the  waif  on  the  streets;  those 
who  have  sinned  and  seem  shut  out  from  God  and  from  man  - all  begin  to 
feel  strange  thrills  of  hope  and  renewed  aspiration  as  they  are  taken  up 
and  enfolded  in  the  richness  and  fullness  of  divine  love  as  it  comes  to 
them  through  human  love  or  attention  on  Christmas  Day. 

That  is  knowing  Christmas  in  its  highest  and  noblest  sense;  in  its 
truest  conception;  knowing  it  in  that  spirit  from  which  we  derive  the 
surest  happiness." 


NAHME . 


Nahme,  meaning  "little  sister,"  is  the  name  of  a little  Comanche 
Indian  girl,  four  years  old,  now  at  the  U.S.  government  school  for 
Comanche  Indian  children,  near  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma  Territory.  Her 
peculiar  history  is  somewhat  as  follows: 

Her  parents  being  superstitious  in  regard  to  the  birth  of  twins,  she 
was  accordingly  thrown  away  and  left  to  die.  A white  man  passing  some 
bushes,  heard  the  cry  of  a new  born  babe.  He  knew  that  twins  had  been 
born  in  an  Indian  family,  and  realized  that  this  cry  meant  that  an 


Indian  baby  had  been  thrown  away  to  die.  He  asked  another  Indian  woman 
to  care  for  the  child,  providing  the  milk  on  which  it  was  to  be  fed. 

Thus  little  Nahme  was  cared  for  until  the  death  of  this  Indian  woman. 
Then,  as  her  parents  had  thrown  her  away,  she  was  brought  to  this  Indian 
School  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  superintendent.  There  she  is  at 
present;  though  under  school  age,  she  has  been  permitted  to  remain, 
seeming  happy  and  contented  in  her  present  home. 

It  is  desirable  that  she  should  now  group  us  apart  from  the 
associations  of  the  wild  Indian  life.  As  she  is  only  four  years  old,  we 
may  hope  that  she  may  now  receive  early  Christian  teaching  and  refining 
influences . 

The  above  is  copied  from  an  Indian  School  paper  of  recent  date.  The 
little  girl,  Nahme  Tanequ,  is  now  at  Haskell  and  has  been  for  more  than 
a year.  She  is  now  about  seven  years  of  age,  is  getting  along  well  in 
school,  is  very  affectionate,  and  happy  all  the  time. 

-[Haskell  Leader,  Lawrence,  Kansas. 

[PHOTO  W/Caption:  "The  way  some  of  the  Indians  on  the  Santa  Fe 
Route  to  California  are  probably  spending  Christmas.] 


There  are  friends  of  the  Indian  who  love  the  picturesque  side  of  his 
life  more  than  the  practical  side,  and  when  such  people  come  here  and 
see  us  down  to  business,  doing  practical,  every-day  work,  and  dressed  as 
people  of  common  sense  ought  to  dress,  they  are  apt  to  remark: 

"You  have  robbed  the  native  of  the  forest  of  his  picturesqueness.  It 
is  too  bad . " 

In  the  scene  above  is  the  picturesque  Indian  - the  ethnological 
Indian.  Do  you  like  him? 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  wonders  how  those  people  who  love  the 
picturesque  Indian  would  like  to  be  set  back  in  an  instant  to  the  days 
when  THEY  were  picturesque  and  more  savage  than  we  have  ever  heard  of 
Native  Americans  being. 

We  have  never  heard  of  Indians  making  a custom  of  drinking  blood  from 
the  skulls  of  their  victims,  as  is  recorded  in  history  that  the  savage 
ancestors  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  did. 

Reader,  would  you  like  to  be  robbed  of  your  civilization? 

Our  red  brethren  who  have  arrived  at  a standard  of  excellence  in 
literature,  art  and  science,  or  have  risen  to  the  commoner  plane  of  the 
business  people  of  the  world,  no  more  desire  the  picturesque  side  of 
life  to  the  exclusion  of  the  practical,  than  do  their  more  favored 
brethren,  who  are  but  a few  more  generations  removed  from  a more  gory 
and  savage  past  than  anything  that  the  American  Indian  can  boast  of. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  6,  9,  7 is  a small  pony. 

My  4,  5,  10,  11  is  what  we  do  with  berries  in  season. 

My  8,  3,  2,  4 is  one  way  to  get  over  a ditch. 

My  1,  9,  10,  11  is  the  name  of  many  a boy. 

My  whole  is  what  the  little  girls  asked  for  more  than  anything  else  in 
their  letters  to  Santa  Clause. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Skating. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : The  Deerhunter"  


Date:  Sun,  10  Oct  1999  16:37:48  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 
Sub j : the  deerhunter 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


She  came  into  the  Circle  K and  was  standing  in  line  when  I saw  her, 
everyone  calls  her  "Aunt  Eva",  she  is  an  older  Indian  woman  who  takes 
care  of  her  mother  and  a few  grandchildren,  and  those  who  seem  to  find  a 
way  to  her  door.  Her  hair  is  a little  gray  and  as  an  Indian  woman,  she 
is  quiet,  sort  of  just  gets  by. 

She  was  standing  in  line  with  a group  of  deer  hunters.  Their  rig  was 
parked  in  front  a Deep  Grand  Cherokee,  white  it  was,  but  it  was  hard  to 
tell  to  look  at  it.  There  were  four  gas  cans  tied  on  the  back,  the 
sleeping  bags,  coolers,  tents,  lawn  chairs,  and  mosquito  netting  were 
all  tied  on  top.  There  was  a trailer  with  a couple  of  four  wheelers  on 
their  with  a barbecue  grill  and  some  other  odds  and  ends  attached. 

These  men  had  come  to  hunt,  and  they  were  decked  out  in  camouflage 
green  and  boots,  they  stood  out  because  of  the  bright  orange  vests  and 
hats  and  they  carried  some  12  packs  of  beer  to  the  counter. 

Old  Eva  looked  small  standing  there  against  them,  her  braided  hair  with 
streaks  of  gray  and  a simple  flowered  shirt  and  pair  of  cotton  pants.  I 
think  she  had  some  Nikes  her  grandkids  gave  her  and  she  had  a gallon  of 
milk  in  her  hand.  She  smiled  at  me  and  I said  how  are  you  doing.  She 
said  fine.  I stood  there  for  a minute  and  asked  her  what  are  you  doing 
today?,  just  to  make  conversation.  She  turned  and  looked  at  me  and  said 
"I  am  going  hunting".  The  men  in  green  turned  to  look  at  here  when  she 
said  that  and  she  looked  really  small  against  them.  She  just  smiled  and 
stood  in  line. 

Afterwards  as  I went  to  my  car,  I walked  by  her  84  Chev  sedan,  green  it 
was  with  four  doors.  She  was  putting  her  milk  in  the  trunk  and  I looked 
inside  her  car  as  I walked  by.  There  on  the  back  seat,  on  the  plaid 
blanket  she  used  as  seat  cover  was  a .22  rifle,  a plain  single  shot 
sitting  there  all  by  itself.  I could  see  the  hunters  loading  their 
beer  and  talking  about  not  having  to  shave,  and  how  they  would  mount 
the  deer  antlers  on  the  hood  and  top  rack  once  they  had  their  kill  to 
show  off  to  the  folks  in  town  when  they  came  back  through.  It  is  how  it 
is  done,  sort  of  matter  of  pride  to  let  everyone  know  you  were  the  good 
at  the  hunt. 

Old  Eva  got  in  her  car  and  I asked  her  where  are  you  going  to  go 
hunting.  She  said  by  the  creek  on  the  way  home.  Is  that  your  rifle,  she 
said  yes.  It  lay  there  quietly  in  the  back  seat. 

I went  home  and  then  later  to  the  bowling  alley  to  pick  up  one  of  my 
sons  and  saw  Denny,  Old  Eva's  granddaughter  outside  there  and  I asked 
her.  How  is  Old  Eva,  she  looked  at  me  and  said,  oh  she  is  doing  pretty 
good,  she  is  home  butchering  her  deer.  Oh,  I said,  when  did  she  get  it. 

Denny  said,  she  got  it  this  afternoon  on  the  way  home  and  we  are  gonna 
have  ribs  tonite.  Oh,  I thought.  It  was  nothing,  it  was  just  Old  Eva 
the  deerhunter,  getting  some  winter  meat  to  feed  "her  kids".  I guess  it 
has  always  been  that  way  with  Indian  women  preparing  meals  for  their 
families.  I can  still  those  big  men  in  green  looking  at  her  standing 
there  with  her  gallon  of  milk  and  hearing  her  say  she  was  going  deer 
hunting,  the  look  said,  how  could  she  do  it,  she  is  not  like  us. 

It  was  just  another  day  in  the  life  of  Old  Eva,  the  deerhunter. 

"RE : Poem:  Black  Ashes"  

Date:  Wed,  02  Dun  1999  22:46:25  GMT 
From:  Todd  Clark  <tamanend(3helicon . net> 

Sub j : Black  Ashes 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Black  Ashes 

These  are  the  woodlands  on  the  carapace  of  Turtle: 

Here  is  where  the  nameless  ancient  ones 
came  into  being; 

Here  is  where  the  Meadowcroft  rocks 


gave  shelter  from  the  primeval  storm; 

Here  is  where  the  Adena  built  sacred,  symbolic  mounds; 

Here  is  where  the  Iroquois  originated  democracy 
and  women's  liberation; 

Here  is  where  the  Lenape  annually  renewed  the  World  Tree; 

Here  is  where  the  Shawnee  found 

bountiful  summer  hunting  grounds; 

And  here  is  where  the  brutal  pioneers  of  greed 
devastated  and  destroyed 
the  dark,  aboriginal  forests  of  America. 

Farmers  slashed  our  mother  ground. 

Death's  head  behind  their  plows; 

The  moon  stares,  without  a sound. 

At  the  way  it  all  looks  now. 

Villages  lie  in  ruin  where  we  dreamed  so  hard. 

Black  ashes--  desolate  nightmare  under  the  stars! 

Black  ashes--  silent  insight  into  ancestral  scars! 

Black  ashes--  some  dotted  with  pottery  shards! 

No  laughter  tonight,  native  homes  are  charred. 

Now  that  life  is  under  the  leaves, 

I deeply  integrate  rage-- 
Five  centuries  of  disease 
Caused  the  death  of  an  age! 

Insensitive  infidels  dwell  where  our  land  was  usurped. 

Black  ashes--  remnants  of  those  who  were  here  first! 

Black  ashes--  from  a graveyard  not  to  be  disturbed! 

Black  ashes--  where  great  worth  returned  to  the  earth! 

Hidden  fire  fused  the  history  and  the  hurt. 

Black  ashes--  provide  new  inroads  on  cryptic  curves! 

Black  ashes--  from  the  cultures  we  need  to  preserve! 

Black  ashes--  depress  but  inspire  us  through  rebirth! 

Rise  into  the  warm,  moist  pre-rain  air. 

We  contain  this  pristine  night; 

We  contain  the  throbbing  drums  of  tribal  splendor; 

We  dance  the  vengeance  dance. 

Companions  of  chaos  and  anarchy. . . 

Copyright  1996  Todd  Tamanend  Clark. 

All  rights  reserved. 

Todd  Tamanend  Clark 
& The  Clarkestra 

Poetry/Electronic  Music/Performance  Art 
Greensboro,  Pennsylvania 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Dec  99  01:07:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  lanuary  9-15 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

9 

This  land  is  born  of  fire  and  ocean  and  wind.  In  my  mind  is  the  fire  of 
knowledge;  in  my  blood  run  the  currents  of  the  ocean;  in  the  wind  do  I 
hear  the  song  of  my  spirit. 


10 

The  rumble  of  the  volcano  is  like  the  beating  of  a great  heart. 

11 

The  gift  of  knowledge  is  never  diminished. 

12 

In  the  neverending  cycles  of  the  land  is  my  spirit  renewed. 

13 

This  is  the  place  where  rainbows  are  born. 

14 

The  land  was  created  in  the  joining  of  fire  and  water. 

15 

At  the  meeting  of  the  land  and  the  sea,  that  is  where  all  life  begins. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  2 January  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Fri,  17  Dec  1999  19:23:31  EST 
From:  Jisqua@aol.com 

Sub j : Grand  Opening  of  the  Hogoheege  Indian  Community  Center 

The  Grand  Opening  of  the  Flogoheege  Indian  Community  Center  is  Jan.  8,  2000 
the  address  is  14395  Court  St.,  Moulton,  AL  35650. 

Hogohegee  Indian  Community  Center  Grand  Opening 
Saturday,  January  8,  2000 
Everyone  Welcome!! 

Come  and  help  celebrate  the  grand  opening  of  the  Hogohegee  Indian 
Community  Center.  We  are  located  on  the  town  square  at  14395  Court  Street, 
Moulton,  Alabama.  There  will  be  authentic  American  Indian  food  to  sample, 
music,  local  Indians  dressed  in  their  regalia,  and  representatives  of  the 
United  States  Census  Bureau  will  be  present  to  answer  any  questions/concerns 
you  may  have  about  the  upcoming  U.S.  Census  2000. 

There  will  also  be  a contest  for  children  ages  18  and  under  to  design  a 
logo  for  the  center. 

Contest  prizes  to  be  awarded  are: 

First  Place  - - $50.00 
Second  Place  - - $30.00 

Third  Place  - - $20.00 

The  Hogohegee  Indian  Community  Center  is  a non-profit  corporation  as 
defined  within  the  meaning  of  Section  501(c)(3)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code 
of  1986.  The  corporation  is  a charitable,  service,  and  cultural 
organization.  It  is  an  inter-tribal  urban  community  center  and  is  the  only 
one  of  its  type  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Purpose  of  the  center: 

The  purpose  of  the  Hogohegee  Indian  Community  Center  is  to  establish  a 


community  center  where  American  Indian  residents  of  North  Alabama  and 
surrounding  areas  can  share  culture,  language,  and  tradition.  The  center 
will  strive  to  make  the  American  Indian  residents  more  visible  to  the 
community  and  help  the  non  Indian  populations  better  understand  how  to 
interact  with  the  American  Indian  community.  It  will  work  very  hard  to 
network  Federal,  State,  and  Local  information  and  services  for  American 
Indian  peoples  within  the  North  Alabama  and  surrounding  areas. 

Steve  Bison 


Date:  Sun,  26  Dec  1999  02:08:38  -0700  (MST) 

To:  "F.Y.I.  to  Community  Member/Recipients":  ; 

Sub  j : Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona 
Sub j : Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona 

http: //www. inf obeat . com/ stories/cgi/ story . cgi?id=2562761218-cb9 
07:07  PM  ET  12/21/99 

Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona 
By  ARTHUR  H.  ROTSTEIN 
Associated  Press  Writer 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  (AP)  _ Although  the  year  2000  holds  no  religious 
significance  for  most  native  peoples  _ whose  history  stretches  much 
further  back  _ thousands  of  American  Indians  plan  to  mark  the 
occasion  here  with  a 10-day  powwow. 

In  addition  to  150  American  Indian  tribes,  indigenous  groups 
from  Mexico,  Canada  and  as  far  away  as  Australia  plan  to  attend  the 
event,  which  begins  with  a special  friendship  round  dance  at 
midnight  on  New  Year's  Eve  and  a sunrise  blessing  ceremony. 

The  New  Millennium  First  Peoples'  World  Fair  and  PowWow  _ 

"Thunder  in  the  Desert"  _ was  organized  by  Tucson-area  Indians  to 
mark  the  moment  and  "to  bring  our  children  into  the  new 
millennium,"  said  event  coordinator  Fred  Synder. 

"Our  elders  felt  it  important  that  this  special  time  needed  to 
be  commemorated  in  some  way,"  said  Snyder's  wife,  Carole  I. 

Garcia . 

Cultural  events  including  native  song  and  dance,  arts  and  crafts 
exhibitions,  food  festivals  and  a symposium  for  native  writers, 
actors  and  producers  will  conclude  Ian.  9.  The  events  are  all  open 
to  the  public. 

Synder  estimates  250,000  people  will  attend  the  powwow,  which  is 
being  held  at  a racetrack. 

"The  only  thing  I can  say  is  that  this  will  be  the 
most-attended  gathering  of  indigenous  people  ever  held  in  any 
corner  of  the  world  that  I know  of,"  he  said.  "And  I've  been 
chasing  powwows  for  35  years." 

Roseanne  Salinas,  an  Aztec  from  Mexico  City,  is  preparing  to 
dance  at  the  powwow  with  her  husband,  Luis,  and  their  8-year-old 
son,  Rico.  They  believe  dance  creates  a powerful  and  helpful  energy 
when  exchanged  with  others  at  such  an  event. 

"To  bring  together  that  many  dancers  in  a circle  in  a land  that 
is  not  ours  around  people  that  want  us  there  and  respect  what  we 
do,  it  just  means  so  much  to  us,"  said  Mrs.  Salinas,  wearing  the 
spectacular  headdress  with  5-foot-long  pheasant  feathers  and  the 
vivid  beaded-and-sequined  dress  in  which  she  dances. 

The  organizers  hope  the  powwow  will  also  raise  scholarship  funds 
for  Indian  students. 


Date:  Sun,  19  Dec  1999  09:08:09  -0600 
From:  "lenapelady"  <ldef007@earthlink. net> 
Sub j : Canadian  conference 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Decolonizing  Canadian  Educational  Foundations:  A Postcolonial  Challenge 
in  the  New  Millennium 


An  Aboriginal  Education  Symposium 
February  7 - 10,  2000 


Symposium  Summary 

This  symposium  explores  the  contours  of  colonialism  in  the  Canadian  policy 
environment  and  in  Canadian  educational  foundations.  It  will  seek  to  explain 
and  illustrate  how  Eurocentrism  creates  a colonial  consciousness  that 
envelops  and  binds  its  members,  creating  obstacles  for  change.  For  all 
those  attempting  to  create  an  Aboriginal  presence  and  space  in  institutions, 
the  symposium  will  examine  and  seek  to  displace  colonialism  and  its 
strategies,  in  its  examination  of  education,  with  an  emerging 
constitutional,  postcolonial  consciousness.  This  consciousness  is  unfolding 
an  Indigenous  renaissance  that  is  reclaiming,  restoring  and  renewing 
relationships  with  the  earth,  heritages  and  languages  and  stimulating  a new 
paradigm  and  intercultural  diplomacy.  Exploring  some  decolonizing  models, 
approaches  and  strategies  will  stimulate  our  imagination  and  creativity  for 
change  in  multiple  spaces. 

A High  Impact  Program  for: 

- Elected  leaders,  senior  managers,  politicians  from  Canadian  and  Aboriginal 
communities  who  seek  to  develop  a postcolonial  policy  environment  to  create 
an  equitable  Canadian  society. 

- Educators,  at  all  institutional  levels  who  are  forging  Aboriginal 
educational  or  professional  development  initiatives 

- Administrators  and  government  leaders  seeking  to  empower  Indigenous 
peoples  and  their  knowledge 

- First  Nations  school  board  members  and  other  community  leaders 
Symposium  Flighlights 

- To  explore  and  understand  the  foundations  of  Eurocentrism  in 
knowledge 

production,  diffusion,  and  resistance 

- To  explore  decolonizing  theory  and  practice  for  empowering  First 
Nation  knowledge,  peoples,  and  education 

- To  hear  of  emerging  models  for  empowering  Aboriginal  epistemology  in 
education  and  sciences  (Indigenous  science  education  model/Alaskan 
Indigenous  Knowledge  Project) 

- To  imagine,  dream  and  create  postcolonial  strategies  for  Aboriginal 
education  and  institutions 

Faculty  Leader:  Dr.  Marie  Battiste  is  Professor  at  the  College  of  Education, 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  A Mi'kmaq  educator,  Marie  is  well  known  for  her 
research  interests  in  Aboriginal  languages,  epistemology,  curriculum, 
cognitive  imperialism  and  research  ethics.  Recent  publications  include: 
Reclaiming  Indigenous  Voice  and  Vision;  First  Nations  Education  in  Canada: 
The  Circle  Unfolds;  and  Protecting  Indigenous  Knowledge.  Fler  research  and 
experience  working  in  First  Nations  schools  in  administration,  curriculum 
development,  and  Aboriginal  languages  have  provided  a solid  foundation  for 
addressing  the  postcolonial  challenges  for  the  next  century. 

Tuition:  $500  + GST=  $535 

Room  and  Meals:  $640  + GST  + Alberta  Hotel  Tax  = $703.80 
Tracy  Whattam  ~ Nisgaa  Nation 
Regional  Coordinator 

Coordinator,  1st  Nations  Support  Services  Metro  Region 

New  Westminster  Secondary  School 
Aboriginal  Education  Branch 

P: (604)517-6316 

F:  " 517-6204 

Email:  twhattam@helix.net 


Date:  Thu,  9 Dec  1999  17:41:52  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Sub j : First  Annual  Sobriety  Torch  Run 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 


"From  one  century  to  the  next." 

The  First  Annual  Sobriety  Torch  Run  from  the  Leech  Lake  Tribal  Headquarters 
in  Cass  Lake,  Minnesota  to  Battle  Point,  the  site  of  the  last  "official" 
Indian  War  will  be  held  on  December  31,  1999.  Emmet  Eastman,  Dakota,  will 
carry  the  torch  the  first  5 miles.  Dennis  Banks,  Anishinaabe  Ojibwe  will 
carry  the  torch  several  times  during  the  run  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Leech 
Lake. 

The  38  mile  Sobriety  Run  will  start  at  noon  at  the  tribal  headquarters  in 
Cass  Lake.  The  run  is  estimated  to  take  5 hours  and  will  be  followed  by  a 
Sobriety  Gathering  with  pipe  ceremony,  drumming,  dancing,  storytelling  and 
feast  at  the  Battle  Point  (Sugar  Point)  Community  Center. 

In  memory  of  our  loved  ones  lost  to  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  the  Native 
American  Vets'  Outreach  is  organizing  a motercade  to  accompany  the  Sobriety 
Torch  Run. 

For  more  information  contact: 
eaglerok@northernnet . com 
or 

P 0 BOX  134  FEDERAL  DAM,  MN  56641 
P 0 BOX  06167  COLUMBUS,  OHIO  43206 
OR 

AIM43USTCE@AOL.COM 

>> > 

North  Central  Minnesota 
Native  American  Veterans 
Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
Vets  helping  Vets 
Leech  Lake  Indian  Reservation 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 
Writer/Activist:  lewelle  Gomez 


Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 
Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 
Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 
Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 
Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 
Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Ho  Anne  Steele;  MC:  Hollo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  10:53:26  -0700 
From:  Dean  Smith  <Dean .Smith@NAU. EDU> 

Sub j : This  isn't  as  pretty 

Conference  Announcement:  The  College  of  Business  Administration  of 
Northern  Arizona  University  announces  the  "Modern  Native  America: 
Building  Successful  Communities"  conference  in  August  2000. 

The  overarching  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  share  research  and 
practices  that  can  be  or  are  being  used  to  improve  First  Nations 
communities.  Thus  the  centerpiece  of  all  discussion  will  be  "Community" 
in  the  broadest  sense  to  include  culture,  religion,  family  and 
citizenry.  Four  branches  of  discussion  encircle  this  centerpiece: 
Environment,  Education,  Economics  and.  Institutions  and  Policy. 
Presenters  are  asked  to  discuss  one  or  more  of  these  branches  in 
relation  to  the  goal  of  self-sufficient  and  self-determined  First 
Nations  communities.  Historical  discussions  are  welcome  inasmuch  as  they 
help  define  the  current  issues  facing  the  First  Nations.  The  conference 
will  be  held  in  Flagstaff  Arizona  August  16-18,  2000. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  academic  scholars,  tribal  leaders 


and  practitioners  involved  with  issues  of  concern  to  the  First  Nations. 
Though  paper  presentation  is  highly  encouraged,  you  are  most  welcome  to 
attend  presentations,  join  in  the  discussions,  working  sessions,  and 
meet  new  friends  and  colleagues  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  (and 
possibly  elsewhere) . Student  participation  and  presentation  are  strongly 
encouraged . 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Dean  Smith,  NAU,  P.0.  Box 
15066,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  prior  to  April  1,  2000.  Registration  fee  of 
$275  is  due  upon  acceptance  of  presentation  topic.  (E-mail: 
dean . smith@nau.edu) 

Papers  or  detailed  abstracts  submitted  prior  to  January  1,  2000  will  be 
returned  prior  to  March  1 so  that  authors  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  any  necessary  revisions  prior  to  the  April  deadline.  Publication  of 
the  proceedings  is  anticipated.  Co-sponsors:  Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Native  American  Business  Organization  (student 
group), College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Education,  School  of  Forestry,  and  Institute  for  Native  Americans  all 
at  Northern  Arizona  University.  For  further  information,  please  visit 
our  web  site:  www.cba.nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Tentative  Schedule  of  Events 
Wednesday  August  16,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  Opening  Comments  and  Purpose  of  the  Conference 
9:15-9:45  Introductions 
9:45-10:45  Keynote  Speaker 
10:45-11:00  Break  (Coffee) 

11:00-12:00  Tribal  Leaders  Panel 
12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Environmental  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Community  Initiatives  Panel  and  Open  Discussion 
4:30-6:00  Break 

6:00-9:00  Dinner  and  Entertainment  (Old  Main) 

Thursday  August  17,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 
9:00-9:45  Keynote  Speaker 
9:45-10:00  Break(Coffee) 

10:00-12:00  Economic  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois,  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Institutional  and  Policy  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 
3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Keynote  speaker 

Friday  August  18,  2000 

8:00-8:15  Opening  Prayer  (Coffee  before) 

8:15-10:15  Education  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

10:15-10:30  Break  (Coffee) 

10:30-11:30  Working  Groups 

11:30-12:30  Working  Lunch  (Box  lunch  delivered  to  classrooms) 

12:30-3:00  Reports  from  Working  Groups 
3:00-3:30  Closing  Comments  and  Prayer 

Saturday  August  19,  2000 

Optional  excursion:  Grand  Canyon  Visit 

Working  Lunches 

The  first  two  lunches  will  be  served  a 3-minute  walk  from  the 


meeting  site.  The  presenters  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  five  working 
groups  for  the  working  lunches.  On  purpose,  not  all  presenters  will  be 
assigned  their  topical  area.  For  instance,  one  of  the  environmental 
initiatives  presenters  may  be  assigned  to  the  education  working  group. 
Audience  members  will  be  invited  to  select  one  of  the  five  topical  areas 
(Economics,  Education,  Environment,  Institutions  and  Policy,  and 
Community).  The  Community  working  group  will  discuss  the  overarching 
issues  of  the  conference. 

Based  upon  space  limitations,  audience  members  will  be  assigned 
to  their  preferred  working  group.  One  staff  member  will  be  assigned  note 
taking  tasks  and  will  type  and  print  the  notes  for  the  next  luncheon. 
(Available  at  registration  the  next  morning.)  One  staff  member  will  be 
assigned  as  facilitator  for  each  luncheon. 

During  the  first  luncheon,  members  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
problems  and  concerns  in  their  topical  area.  The  end  product  of  the 
first  luncheon  is  to  identify  three  important  initiatives  or  challenges 
within  that  topical  area. 

During  the  second  luncheon,  members  will  revisit  each  of  the 
three  initiatives  or  challenges  identified  during  the  first  luncheon. 
Taking  roughly  20  minutes  to  discuss  each  of  these,  members  will  further 
develop  their  ideas.  The  end  task  for  this  luncheon  is  to  flesh  out  the 
ideas  for  more  detailed  discussion  the  next  day.  If  possible,  a top 
priority  should  be  identified. 

During  the  extended  third  work  period,  one  of  the  initiatives  or 
challenges  should  be  more  fully  developed.  Each  group  will  have  15 
minutes  to  present  their  discussion  during  the  afternoon  session,  so 
much  of  the  time  should  be  spent  finalizing  a presentation.  Box  lunches 
will  be  delivered  to  the  classrooms. 

Each  group  will  report  their  findings  during  the  afternoon 
session.  There  will  be  a few  minutes  for  questions  to  each  group.  Each 
working  group  will  be  asked  to  submit  a written  report  no  later  than  10 
weeks  after  the  conference  for  inclusion  in  the  proceedings.  Due  to  the 
working  nature  of  the  conference,  presenters  are  expected  to  attend  all 
conference  functions  Wednesday-Friday . This  is  an  implied  agreement  upon 
acceptance  of  an  abstract  or  paper.  Volunteers  will  be  requested  to 
chair  each  team  for  the  management  of  the  presentation  and  writing  the 
final  report. 

In  order  to  maintain  a working  atmosphere  the  working  groups  are 
limited  to  20-25  participants  each.  If  necessary,  a sixth  working  group 
can  be  accommodated.  Total  participation  is  capped  at  125  registrants. 

Environmental  Initiatives  Sessions. 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
environmental  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Waste  disposal  Grazing  and  wildlife  management 

Forestry  Mining 

TEK  Water  pollution 

Economic  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
economic  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Tribal  Enterprise 


Development  Use  of  gaming 


revenues 


Unemployment  programs  Developing  entrepreneurs 

Training  programs  Community  Development  Planning 


Institutions  and  Policy  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various  policy 
initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Included  in  this 
avenue  of  discussion  are  those  topics  involving  institutional  reform. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Institutional  reform  Government  to  government 

relations 

Water  Rights  Decentralizing  Government 

Dudiciary  BIA  issues 

Education  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
education  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Language  programs 
Community  Development 
Elderly  programs 

Tribal  Colleges 
Retention 


The  Role  of  Education  in  Tribal 

Reconnecting  Schools  and  Communities 
2+2  Degree  programs 
Scholarship  programs 


Lodging:  Under  negotiation  as  of  August  14,  1999.  August  is  peak 
tourist  season  in  Flagstaff,  so  travel  and  room  reservations  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  Please  see  our  web  site  for  updated 
information : www. cba . nau . edu/modernnatamconf 


Grand  Canyon  Visit:  An  optional  excursion  has  been  scheduled  for 
Saturday  August  19.  The  cost  for  this  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Park  is  estimated  at  $84.  This  fee  includes  entry  to  the  Park, 
transportation  and  lunch.  In  many  cases,  you  may  find  that  a Saturday 
stay-over  will  reduce  your  airfare  enough  to  make  this  trip  and  an  extra 
night's  stay  in  Flagstaff  actually  a cost  saving. 

Registration:  Registration  fees  for  the  conference  are  $275  per  person. 
These  fees  include  dinner  and  entertainment  on  opening  day,  all  lunches, 
coffee  breaks,  and  conference  materials.  Registration  for  presenters  is 
targeted  at  25  presenters.  Due  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a working 
atmosphere  during  the  working  lunches  and  work  groups,  registration  for 
non-presenters  is  initially  limited  to  the  first  75  paid  registrants. 
Full  time  students  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  limited  number  (10)  of 
scholarships,  which  will  reduce  this  registration  fee  to  $100.  Payment 
of  fees  is  due  prior  to  Duly  1,  2000,  however  due  to  space  limitations, 
early  registration  is  encouraged.  Registration  fees  are  nonrefundable. 
The  total  number  of  participants  is  absolutely  limited  to  125.  Please 
visit  our  web  site  for  registration  information; 
www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 


MNA:  Advisory  Council 


Richard  Atleo,  Malaspina  University-College 


Duane  Champagne,  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  UCLA. 

Stephen  Cornell,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  University 
of  Arizona. 

Carole  Goldberg,  School  of  Law,  UCLA. 

Waylon  Honga,  Tribal  Council,  Hualapai  Nation. 

Keith  Dames,  College  of  Natural  Sciences,  Colorado  State  University. 
Doseph  Martin,  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  and  Institute  for 
Native  Americans,  NAU. 

Dane  Mt.  Pleasant,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life 
Sciences,  Cornell  University. 

Marianne  Nielson,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  NAU. 

Tony  Skrelunas,  Division  of  Economic  Development,  Navajo  Nation. 

Dean  Howard  Smith,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development, 
NAU. 

Doan  Timeche,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development,  NAU. 
Ronald  Trosper,  College  of  Ecosystem  Science  and  Management,  NAU. 

Dean  Howard  Smith 

Associate  Professor  of  Economics 

Northern  Arizona  University 

P.0.  Box  15066 

NAU 

Flagstaff  AZ  86011-5066 

520-523-7396 

fax:  520-523-7331 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


From:  Montana's  Travel  Guide 
March 

1999  MSU-Billings  Annual  Inter-Tribal  PowWow 
3/19/99-3/20/99 
Billings,  Montana 
406-657-2561 
April 

Indian  Powwow-  MSU  Indian  Club 

4/2/99-4/3/99 

Bozeman,  Montana 


406-782-0461 


Buffalo  Feast  & Powwow 
5/14/99-5/16/99 
St.  Ignatius,  MT 
406-745-2951 
Flathead  Reservation 

Great  Falls  Powwow 
5/28/99 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
406-761-3165 
Dune 

Red  Bottom  Celebration 

6/17/99-6/20/99 

Frazer,  Montana 

406-768-5557 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Badlands  Celebration 

6/25/99-6/27/99 

Brockton,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Little  Bighorn  Days 
6/23/99-6/28/99 
Flardin,  Montana 
406-665-1672 
Crow  Reservation 

101st  Annual  Arlee  Celebration 
6/30/99-7/4/99 
Arlee,  Montana 
406-745-4984 
Flathead  Reservation 
Duly 

Valley  of  the  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and  Rodeo 

7/1/99-7/5/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  River  Days 

7/3/99-7/5/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-448-2570 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

North  American  Indian  Days 
7/8/99-7/11/99 

Blackfeet  Tribal  Fairgrounds 
Browning,  Montana 
406-338-7179 
Blackfeet  Reservation 

Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow 
7/16/99-7/18/99 
Elmo,  Montana 
406-675-0160 
Flathead  Reservation 

Milk  River  Indian  Days 

7/22/99-7/25/99 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 


406-353-2901 

Fort  Belknap  Reservation 

Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 

7/23/99-7/25/99 

Hamilton,  Montana 

406-961-4705 

Flathead  Reservation 

Standing  Bear  Celebration 
7/24/99-7/26/99 
Poplar,  Montana 
406-768-3506 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
August 

Rocky  Boy's  Annual  Pow  Wow 
8/6/99-8/8/99 

Rocky  Boy's  Agency,  Montana 

406-265-4282 

Rocky  Boy's  Reservation 

Wadopana  Celebration 

8/6/99-8/8/99 

Wolf  Point,  Montana 

406-768-5131 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

121st  Commemoration  of  the  Big  Hole 
8/9/99 

Wisdom,  Montana 
406-689-3155 

Crow  Fair  Powwow  & Rodeo 

8/20/99-8/22/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration 
8/26/99-8/29/99 
Fort  Kipp,  Montana 
406-768-5155 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
September 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Day  of  Honor 
9/4/99 

Pryor,  Montana 
406-252-1289 
Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  Indian  Days 

9/4/99-9/6/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield  Pipe  Ceremony 
9/13/99 

Laurel,  Montana 
406-628-8105 

North  American  Indian  Alliance  Pow  Wow 

9/17/99-9/18/99 

Butte,  Montana 

406-782-0461 


Native  American  Awareness  Week 

9/20/99-9/24/99 

Pablo,  Montana 

406-675-0160 

Flathead  Reservation 

Last  Chance  Community  Pow-Wow 
9/24/99-9/26/99 
Helena,  Montana 
406-442-9267 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

ALBERTA 

Ian  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Pincher  Creek,  AB. 

Napi  Pow  Wow,  Host  Drum: 

Eya-Hey-Nakoda-1999  Napi  Pow  Wow  Drum 
Champs.  Call  (403)627-4224,  Fax 
(403)627-2564. 

MANITOBA 

3an  28-30  Fri-Sun:  Brandon,  MB.  The  3rd 
Annual  First  Nation  Winter  Celebration. 

(204)855-2436. 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

National  Center  for  Democracy  Mexico,  Harvey  Arden,  Robert  Dorman, 

Deffrey  V.  Lazarus/Native  Americas  Dournal,  Nancy  Thomas,  Martha  E Ture, 

Don  Catton/Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition  via  Brooke  Schiavi,  Bill  Havens, 
Danet  Smith,  Phil  Klasky  BAN/Waste  Coalition,  Debra  Sanders,  Mahpiya  duta, 
Barbara  Landis,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Dohnny  Rustywire, 

Biah  Yazzie-Seminole  & Michael  Cloud-Butler,  Michael  Two  Horses,  Todd  Clark 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:23:21  2000 
Date:  Tue,  11  Han  2000  19:33:57  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.003 

0 

')//')/  /)'))/)  /'))/)  0 o 0 

/ / / / / / /--/  III  / III o o 0 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 o o o o 0 

, , VOLUME  08,  ISSUE  003  0 o 0 

/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' January  15,  2000  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Assiniboine  center  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Cheyenne  moon  of  the  strong  cold 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Minnlnd,  Paths-L,  Innu-L, 
KOLA,  LPDC  & Triballaw  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup : alt . native;  UUCP  email; 

http: //www. arizonacentral . com/news/0106relo . shtml 
http : //www . detnews . com 
http://www.seattletimes.com/news/ 
http: //www. canyon records . com 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Wisdom  is  like  bread.  If  you  find  the  right  ingredients  to  make  the 
dough,  it'll  rise  for  you  and  give  you  life" 


Frank  Davis,  Pawnee 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

! ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 

t of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  - 

I Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  editorial  space  is  reserved  primarily  for  me  to  express  my  opinions. 
That's  what  it  will  be  used  for  this  week,  but  given  the  nature  of  some 
exchanges  over  the  internet  regarding  the  topic  of  discussion  I must  make 
it  very  clear  this  is  my  opinion.  If  any  reader  wishes  to  submit  a 
rebuttal  I will  be  more  than  happy  to  consider  running  it. 

While  I cannot  say  I know  the  man  who  calls  himself  Dohnny  Rustywire 
personally,  I can  say  I know  his  heart.  It  is  good.  It  is  traditional. 

It  has  long  been  a great  honor  to  include  his  stories  and  poems  in  this 
newsletter.  They  call  to  the  heart  of  many  readers. 

There  is/was  (still  is,  sort  of)  a website  that  advocated  the  selling 
of  ceremony  http://medicinemenforhire.com 

the  new  site  is  http://nativehealers.org 

This  site  also  points  to  a site  of  someone  who  is  issuing  enrollment 
cards  for  anyone  who  "feels"  Native,  so  they  can  have  cards  and  be  part  of 
a "Nation"  of  their  own. 


Johnny  wrote  a story  detailing  his  experiences  with  medicine  keepers  on 
the  Navajo  Nation,  and  ended  his  story  with  a simple  statement  that  the 
offerings  of  the  website  were  not  for  him.  He  has  been  threatened  with 
legal  action  and  closure  of  his  site  as  a result. 

Here  is  the  article  and  the  threats  for  your  understanding  (unedited,  a 
is  the  case  with  all  items  included  in  Wotanging  Ikche. 

begin  exchange  here: 

Date:  Fri,  07  lan  2000  17:22:11  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Rustywire  under  attack  for  medicineman  story 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

First  message: 

From:  Senihele@aol.com  | Date:  Thu,  6 Ian  2000  19:16:05  EST  Subject: 

RE : http : //www . spiritwheel . com/mdmenforhire . htm 

To:  rustywire@yahoo . com 

Dear  Mr.  Wire: 

Please  remove  your  reference  to  medicinemenforhire.com  post  haste, 
or  we  will  seek  to  have  your  site  from  its  server. 

Sincerely, 

Marguerite  Elsbeth 
Sharetech  Inc. 

Second  Message: 

From:  Senihele@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  6 lan  2000  19:22:18  EST 
Subject  Medicinemenforhire  site 

To:  rustywire@yahoo. com 

CC:  dudep@uswest.net 

From:  Senihele@aol.com 

Dear  Mr.  Wire: 

I also  suggest  you  remove  references  to  medicinemenforhire.com  on 
the  site  located  at 

http: //www. geocities . com/SoHo/Nook/1574/Starmtn/medicinemen . html,  or 
that  server  will  also  be  notified,  AND  we  will  have  Sharetech  Inc. 
law  firm  contact  you. 

You  have  24  hours.  Sincerely, 

Marguerite  Elsbeth 
Sharetech  Inc. 

From  John  Rustywire:  There  is  an  attempt  being  made  to  remove  my  site 
Navajo  Spaceships  from  the  net  at  geocities.com  as  of  January  8th, 

2000.  It  is  beyond  my  understanding  as  to  how  the  following  story  drawn 
from  my  own  experience  as  a Navajo,  a child  who  attended  sings  in  my 
own  area  and  my  depiction  of  those  things  that  are  traditional  and  how 
they  are  done  have  any  negative  impact  to  this  group.  I stated  that 
the  site  has  nothing  to  offer  me,  and  related  my  own  experience  without 
rendering  or  providing  any  opinion  about  the  site,  how  it  conducts  its 
business  nor  is  there  any  derogatory  statement,  remark  or  allegation 
made  about  their  site.  It  appears  that  I will  be  looking  for  new  site 
to  host  me  since  my  host  provider  is  considering  the  statements  of  this 
person  valid.  I am  looking  for  advice  and  am  somewhat  perplexed  about 
all  this. 

John  Rustywire. 

the  "offending"  story: 

Medicineman,  A Singer 
by  Johnny  Rustywire 

I have  taken  a look  at  the  Medicinemenforhire  website  and  have  found 


there  are  some  Navajo  men,  the  Morrisses  from  Sheepsprings  offering 
their  services  as  practitioners  As  medicinemen/peyote  men.  I can  not 
speak  for  them  but  these  things  I remember 

An  old  man  and  women  rode  a matched  pair  of  horses  down  a long  windy 
dusty  road  somewhere  over  by  Cow  Springs,  Tonalea.  They  carried  saddle 
bags  filled  with  hard  goods,  turquoise  and  silver  jewelry,  heavy  stuff. 

These  would  be  offered  to  the  man  they  were  going  to  see.  He  was  of 
simple  means  but  known  to  many,  even  these  two  who  had  travelled  a 100 
miles  to  see  him.  They  had  left  a couple  of  days  earlier  from  the 
Chuska  Mountains  crossing  along  by  Star  Mountain,  skirting  Canyon  De 
Chelly,  past  Round  Rock  and  straight  on  to  Rough  Rock  and  up  over  Black 
Mesa . 

Their  clothes  were  dusty  and  worn  but  they  carried  with  them  a request 
that  this  Singer  come  to  the  their  place  to  restore  harmony.  A call  had 
gone  out  after  the  family  and  all  the  relations  sat  down  for  a meeting. 
Someone  was  ailing  and  it  was  decided  a Singer  was  needed.  There  is  a 
man  from  way  over  by  Cow  Springs  someone  said  and  so  the  old  couple 
wanted  to  go.  They  had  not  been  that  way  for  a long  time  and  they 

wanted  to  see  this  country  again,  so  the  horses  were  fed  and  watered. 

Family  brought  out  the  hard  goods,  heavy  bracelets,  three  conchos  made 

in  the  last  century  by  Slim  Silversmith.  It  was  good,  they  packed  it 

away  and  set  out  to  the  west. 

The  family  scattered  out  into  the  area,  there  had  to  three  places  found 
where  those  families  would  host  one  night  each.  The  sing  goes  on  for 
three  nights  and  in  a different  place  each  night.  Preparations  for  a 
sing,  cutting  wood,  gathering  plants,  these  things  are  what  nalis 
(aunts)  do  and  the  old  Che's  (grandpas)  do  as  elders,  they  talk  about 
the  important  things,  who  was  to  sing,  take  charge  of  the  animals, 
gathering  food,  blankets,  and  help  from  the  local  area.  Each  went  his 
way  to  different  places  to  ask  for  help  and  support  for  this  ceremony. 

As  these  messengers  went  out,  they  would  come  to  a place  far  from  where 
they  had  started.  On  sighting  a horse  rider,  the  children  would  run 
into  the  hogan  or  chao-,  shade  house  and  summon  the  older  folks  and 
parents.  In  some  cases  the  rider  would  go  up  to  the  place  and  someone 
from  inside  would  say,  Ohshde',  come  in,  and  so  they  went  in  and  sat 
down  reaching  for  whatever  the  family  was  eating  without  asking  and 
sharing  a meal. 

After  some  food  was  eaten  they  would  commence  to  say  in  the  long  way  of 
doing  so,  the  circumstances  of  what  happened  at  a certain  time  and 
explain  the  need.  That  is  how  it  happens,  someone  gets  ill  or  sick  and 
so  that  is  why  they  are  there.  The  family  considers  this  and  after  a 
little  bit  offers  what  they  can,  coffee,  beans,  a sheep,  a son-in-law 
to  chop  wood,  maybe  a singer  who  can  make  the  feet  light  in  the  night 
to  the  sway  of  many  men  and  women  who  sing.  My  father  was  one  of  these 
men,  he  could  sing  all  night  and  his  voice  carried  far 
There  is  a cedar  log  bonfire.  It  is  a beautiful  thing  to  stand  near  the 
edge  and  look  out  on  a group  standing  close  together  in  the  night,  not 
too  far  from  the  fire.  They  sing  long  and  with  a rhythm  learned  over  a 
long  time.  Some  call  this  a squaw  dance,  but  it  is  really  called  a 
Night  Way,  there  is  social  dancing  to  bring  good  spirits  to  this  place. 
They  sing  all  night;  their  voices  raising  and  following  the  embers  that 
float  into  the  night  sky. 

A little  ways  away  there  are  those  who  dance  to  the  songs  as  a group  on 
a simple  dance  floor  cleared  in  the  brush.  It  is  ladies  choice,  women 
in  shawls  move  about  and  with  a swish,  a touch  call  on  the  men  to 
dance.  The  men  have  to  pay,  some  a dollar,  others  more.  Some  want  to 
run  and  hide,  others  dance  while  the  stars  move  slowly  across  the  sky, 
it  is  a good  night  for  all. 


Not  too  far  off  there  is  movement  not  seen  by  many  of  those  there.  They 
come  quietly  without  a sound  and  they  have  names  like  Corn  Bug  Girl, 

Pollen  Boy,  Monster  Slayer,  Bear  Man  and  many  others  who  move  in  passed 
the  ongoings  outside  into  the  hogan,  to  the  heart  of  it  all.  They  step 
into  the  circle  of  the  Rainbow  Guardians  and  look  about  them  at  the 
Singer  who  has  called  them  there. 

This  old  man  from  Tonalea,  he  speaks  each  word  carefully  and  slowly, 
taking  care  to  do  everything  right,  this  is  his  time  and  he  makes  it 
so.  Each  grain  of  sand  has  it's  place,  each  rattle  and  song  giving  a 
call  to  those  that  can  provide  the  restoration  of  heart,  mind  and  soul 
to  the  patient  sitting  quietly  listening  and  learning. 

I stand  not  too  far  off  on  the  outside  and  take  a rest  on  the  blankets 
set  aside  for  me.  My  grandmother  and  mother  are  making  bread  for 
tomorrow,  kneading  it  so  it  is  just  right.  As  for  me  I take  a break  and 
lay  down  for  little  bit.  I can  hear  them;  those  outside  and  their 
voices  hanging  in  the  air.  Yasho,  I am  Navajo,  Dine',  I am  glad  to  be 
born  during  this  time.  I shall  dance  in  the  house  of  my  mother  and  sing 
in  the  places  of  my  father,  Dinetah,  within  the  Four  Sacred  Mountains 
there  is  no  other  place  for  me... 

Medicinemenforhire,  can  offer  me  nothing. .nothing. 

end  exchange  here: 

I can  only  go  by  what  I know  and  what  I see.  We  know  Norman  (who  goes  by 
Johnny  Rustywire).  He  hasn't  got  a profit  motive  in  the  world.  He  should 
have  a book  of  his  stories  published,  but  he  hasn't.  He  gives  them  away. 
About  the  site  in  question  and  the  behavior  of  the  people  involved,  I can 
only  judge  by  what  they  say  about  themselves. 

The  site  manager,  Ms.  Elsbeth  (Senhile),  attempting  to  blunt  response  to  her 
threats  said  medicinemenforhire  was  being  removed.  This  is  more  than  a bit 
misleading. . . . 

Try  entering  www.medicinemenforhire.com  and  you  will  find  that  there  is  a 
message  there  saying  that  the  site  has  been  MOVED  to  www.nativehealers.org. 
Not  removed.  Moved.  Click  on  the  link,  and  you  will  come  to  the  new  home 
of  the  same  folks.  Yes,  they've  changed  the  name  from  "medicine  men"  to 
"practioners  of  nativism."  What  would  you  think  if  a group  you  didn't  know 
personally  told  you  they  were  removing  a site,  and  then  simply  relocated  it 
with  a link  from  the  old  site  to  a new  one?  What  would  you  think  if  they 
quit  calling  themselves  one  thing  --  but  renamed  themselves  something  that 
meant  the  same  thing? 

(the  following  words  are  from  my  half-side,  Janet) 

I read  through  the  whole  new  nativehealers  site.  It  appears  that  lodges, 
sundance,  NA  church  services  and  "prayer  basket,"  are  indeed  without  fee. 

But  the  other  services?  I read  the  fine  print.  They  can  and  do  expect 
payment.  If  you  click  on  Ms.  Elsbeth 's  site  you  will  see  that  she  expect 's 
$2.00  a minute  for  phone  consultations.  The  only  other  linked  website  is 
less  clear,  but  it  seems  that  person  (the  Maori)  does  charge  fees  for  his 
consultations  and  conferences. 

Now  I have  to  admit  something.  I agree  with  much  of  what  the  Sharetech 
people  wrote  about  the  problem  with  medicine  keeping  in  this  era.  I've  said 
it  myself.  The  community  no  longer  supports  their  medicine  keepers  as  they 
once  did,  and  that's  a shame.  Too  many  sundancers  pack  their  bags  and  show 
up  at  the  sun  dance  with  nothing  but  a pack  of  tobacco  and  maybe  a small 
giveaway.  If  the  sundance  is  lucky,  some  will  bring  enough  food  to  feed 
themselves  and  their  supporters,  and  tools  to  cut  firewood.  After  the 
dance  is  over,  they  go  away  and  forget  their  sun  dance  leader  for  the  rest 
of  the  year  unless  they  need  something. 

In  regard  to  a sun  dance  leader  we  both  know  who  was  homeless  at  the  time,  I 
once  asked  the  question  "how  many  people  did  he  have  at  the  last  dance?" 

The  answer  was  about  200  or  so.  My  response  then  was  that  if  each  person 


simply  respected  his  place  in  their  commitment  enough  to  send  him  $10  a 
month,  he'd  have  sufficient  funds  for  a comfortable  home,  reliable 
utilities,  and  some  left  over  for  food  and  much  needed  auto  repairs  and  gas 
money.  Since  these  would  be  small  gifts,  they  wouldn't  even  be  taxable 
income.  This  shouldn't  have  to  be  organized  any  more  than  traditional 
people  would  have  to  organize  to  know  that  their  medicine  keeper  needed  food 
so  they  could  eat.  Anybody  who  feels  moved  to  that  serious  a commitment  for 
their  people  ought  to  be  able  to  get  it  together  to  send  $10  a month  to  the 
person  who  makes  it  possible.  Dust  my  opinion,  but  it  was  what  I thought 
was  a perfectly  workable  and  traditional  solution.  Sending  a chicken  for 
dinner  or  a hide  for  a tipi  isn't  practical  anymore,  so  send  that  $10  cash. 
But  you  and  I both  know  there  would  be  a righteous  uproar  if  a sign-up 
sheet  was  posted  at  the  entrance  to  a sun  dance  grounds  that  said  "if  you 
want  to  dance,  leave  a check  for  $120  here  (your  prepayment  of  $10  a month 
for  support  of  the  sun  dance  leader)." 

If  you  read  Dohnny  Rustywire's  story  you'll  see  how  that  worked 
traditionally  in  the  Navajo  community.  The  Navajo  people  did  not  simply 
take  a pack  of  tobacco  for  a singing.  They  loaded  up  their  saddlebags  with 
their  best  silver.  While  silver  jewelry  was  (and  sometimes  still  is)  the 
traditional  "currency"  in  the  Four  Corners  area,  but  we  as  a people  don't  do 
as  much  bartering  as  we  used  to,  so  the  U.S.  currency  is  as  appropriate. 

The  difference  is  this.  Traditionally,  the  medicine  man  didn't  post  a sign 
(or  pass  the  word)  that  four  conchos  was  his  price  for  this  and  two 
bracelets,  a squash  blossom  necklace  and  earrings  his  price  for  that.  One 
brought  what  they  had  and  honestly  felt  the  service  was  worth  and  the 
medicine  keeper  decided  what  he  would  or  would  not  do.  A posted 
$2. 00/minute  fee  for  phone  consultation  is  going  a bit  farther  than  I can 
deal  with.  That  isn't  maligning.  It's  simply  a statement  of  fact.  I have 
a hard  time  finding  that  kind  of  fee  statement  consistent  with  traditional 
services . 

There  HAS  to  be  a middle  ground  where  the  community  being  served  by  medicine 
keepers  makes  it  possible  for  them  to  live  in  a good  way  without  forcing 
them  to  post  fees  for  service  and  putting  up  websites  promoting  their 
services . 

So...  if  this  simple  statement  was  enough  to  get  Dohnny  Rustywire 
threatened  with  legal  action  and  censure,  I am  more  than  a little  curious 
what  it  will  bring  to  me. 

Medicinemenforhire.com/Nativehealers.org  can  offer  me  nothing. . nothing. 

My  name  and  address  are  included  in  every  issue,  in  the  signature  file  at 
the  end  of  this  editorial  section.  I'm  not  hard  to  find. 
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This  is  the  last  week  to  run  this  help  list  for  this  winter.  Please  do 
not  believe  for  one  moment  the  needs  will  disappear.  They  will  not. 

We  already  know  there  are  still  many  without  homes  on  Pine  Ridge,  this 
because  of  the  tornadoes  that  struck  Duly  4th.  Many  are  living  in  tiny 
RV's  on  loan  from  FEMA.  In  18  months  even  they  will  be  gone.  There  is  a 
simple  solution.  For  a tax  deductible  donation  of  $595.00  through 
Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization,  Carmeen  Klausner, 
Director  (970)  282-8573  you  can  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

CRITICAL  UPDATE 

I wanted  to  thank  you  again  for  posting  the  info  about  the  mobile  homes.... 
two  are  being  taken  up  this  morning,  and  we're  not  sure,  cause  of  the 
weather  what  is  next,  but  Carmeen  is  still  receiving  donated  homes. 
Unfortunately,  the  one  trucker  who  was  hauling  at  a reduced  rate  went  to 
Texas  for  the  winter  so  the  best  rate  we  can  get  now  is  835  for  a 12'  wide 
or  under.  The  larger  ones  require  pilot  car  services  and  will  cost  us  more. 

( like  about  1200) 

But  any  donation  towards  this  will  be  very  much  appreciated. 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 


For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Flermosa,  SD  57744 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne , Wy.  82003 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8052 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

**  URGENT  NOTE:  Bonnie,  who  has  given  all  for  her  people,  is  in  need  of 
a kidney  transplant,  and  medical  assistance  until  a transplant  is  possible. 
Donations  for  her  kidney  emergency  may  be  sent  to  this  same  address. 
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Date:  Thu,  16  Dec  1999  06:34:42  -0600 
From:  "Avalon  Bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : donations 

gary 

i work  with  a small,  non  profit  org.,  the  trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc. 
in  far  west  texas  --  we've  collected  almost  a quarter  of  a ton  of  good, 
clean,  used  clothing,  sent  off  a lot  of  it,  but  still  need  addresses  for 
where  the  people  have  the  greatest  need 

let's  network/work  together  ! 

i'll  see  what  i can  do  about  a 'blanket  drive'  and  if  you  have  specific 
addresses,  please  let  me  know 

one  of  our  elders  has  started  a 'school  supply'  donation  drive  in  elementary 
schools  in  west  texas  to  get  kids  in  each  grade  to  donate  extras,  e.g.  first 
graders  collect  pencils,  second  grade  paper,  third  grade  art  supplies,  etc. 

if  you  want  to  know  more  about  who  'we'  are,  read  the  tprc  website  below 

also,  if  you  have  names  of  prisoners,  i'd  take  time  to  write  a couple 


achitu . 


avalon  aka  brings  together  woman 


http: //tprc .freeservers. com 
http: //p rad er-wi Hi -opt ions . 8m . com 
http: //one -earth -one -people . 8m . com 

"The  Indian  world  was  devoted  to  living;  the  European  world  to  getting. 
Historian,  1764 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A.  gars@crl.com 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643  gars@wolf star . com 
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Date:  Thu,  6 Dan  2000  01:32:45  -0600 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 
Sub j : Passing  of  Elder  Doe  Auginaush 


Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 


Doseph  Auginaush 

Minnesota  Indian  Elder  of  the  year 
April  29,  1922  - Danuary  3,  200 

Doe  was  born  at  Sugar  Bush  Camp,  near  Roy  Lake,  Minnesota  to  Dohn  and 
Louise  Auginaush.  He  attended  Wahpeton  Indian  School  through  the  eighth 
grade  and  later  received  his  General  Equivalency  Diploma. 

He  worked  in  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  camps  from  1939-1941. 

In  1943,  he  joined  the  U.S.  Army  and  served  in  the  European  and  Asiatic 
theatres.  In  1946,  he  was  discharged  from  the  service.  From  1959-65.  he 
was  employed  by  the  Minnesota  Dept,  of  Forestry  in  the  Forest  Guard  and 
Park  Services.  He  drove  school  bus  from  1965-71. 

He  married  Gertrude  Summers  in  1951.  He  was  a White  Earth  Powwow 
Committee  member  from  1981-84/  He  also  served  two  terms  on  the  Bagley 
School  Board,  served  on  D.O.m.  and  Title  V board,  and  served  on  the 
Selective  Service  Board.  He  was  a White  Earth  Spiritual  Leader  and  an 
Ojibwe  Language  instructor.  He  was  past  commander  of  the  Amvets  Post  #9  of 


Nay-tah-waush,  a ,e,ber  pf  tje  Red  Lake  VFW,  a member  of  the  Irvine  Blix 
American  Legion  Post  #16,  a member  of  the  St.  Philips  Episcopal  Church, 
where  he  served  as  a Bishop's  Committee  Delegate  to  the  Regional 
convention . 

He  loved  to  hunt,  rice  and  was  a traditional  dancer.  Doe's  gentle 
strength  will  be  missed  by  many. 

>> > 

North  Central  Minnesota 
Native  American  Veterans 
Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
Vets  helping  Vets 
Leech  Lake  Indian  Reservation 

"RE : Yaqui  Vice  Chairman  Dies  at  64"  

Date:  1/7/00  3:07:51  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : Yaqui  vice  chairman  dies  at  64 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[article  provided  by  LH.  Thanks!] 

Yaqui  vice  chairman  dies  at  64 
AP  1/07/2000 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  (AP)  _ Fernando  Escalante,  vice  chairman  of  the 
Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe,  died  late  Monday  after  a long  illness.  He  was  64. 

Escalante  was  near  the  end  of  his  four-year  term.  While  in  office,  he 
started  a tribal  language  preservation  program. 

"He  thought  a lot  about  the  history  of  the  tribe  and  preserving  tribal 
traditions  and  language,"  said  tribal  secretary  Alma  Lespron. 

Escalante  was  a Yaqui  Maestro,  or  lay  priest,  in  the  traditional  religion 
of  the  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe.  He  was  one  of  only  a handful  of  traditional 
religious  leaders  practicing  the  ancient  religious  beliefs  of  Yaqui  elders. 

He  is  survived  by  wife  Maria  and  daughters  Patricia  and  Rosa  Maria, 
both  of  Tucson. 

"RE;  AIM  Statement  on  Mr.  Norman  Haney's  Passing"  

Date:  1/8/00  3:08:59  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 

From:  kolahq@skynet.be 

Sub j : With  Respect  & Honor<fwd> 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

Date:  Sat,  8 Dan  2000  00:29:25  -0500 
From:  Mike  Wicks  <Mike.Wicks@MINDSPRING.COM> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  07  Dan  2000  23:06:52  -0600 
From:  Paula  Ostrovsky  <ostrovsk@uiuc . edu> 

Sub j : AIM  Statement  on  Mr.  Norman  Haney's  Passing 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
1/7/99 

American  Indian  Movement  Grand  Governing  Council 
Statement  on  Mr.  Norman  Haney  Sr.'s  Passing  into  the  Spirit  World 
Mr.  Norman  Haney  Sr.  died  today  Danuary  7th,  2000  in  Midwest  City, 
Oklahoma.  He  was  born  May  16th,  1927  to  Williamsee  Haney  and  Danetta 
Laramie  Haney.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Evelyn  Brave  Haney,  his  son 
Michael  S.  Haney  (and  his  wife  Cherie),  his  two  daughters  Danet  Haney 
Byington  (and  her  husband  Rev.  Timothy  Byington)  and  Muriel  A.  Wakolee 
(and  her  husband  Rev.  David  Wakolee);  twenty-one  grandchildren,  and  five 
great-grandchildren . 

Mr.  Haney  had  a full  life  of  service  and  dedication  to  his  family  and 
his  community.  He  was  also  an  elder  and  senior  advisor  to  the  American 
Indian  Movement  Governing  Council  (AIMGGC).  For  this  reason  the  AIMGGC 


would  like  honor  Mr.  Haney's  memory  and  express  our  sympathy  to  his  family. 
We,  in  the  AIMGGC,  understand  that  the  foundation  of  our  movement  is  built 
on  the  wisdom  to  choose  and  guidance  of  our  elders.  Mr.  Haney's  spirit  and 
all  the  elders  who  have  passed  into  the  spirit  world  shall  always  guide 
this  movement.  We  love  and  respect  Mr.  Haney,  and  as  he  embarks  on  his 
journey  to  the  spirit  world,  we  know  he  will  always  be  with  us. 

There  will  be  a service  for  Mr.  Haney  in  the  evening  of  Monday,  January 
10th,  2000,  at  the  Roesch-Walker  Funeral  Chapel  (400  N.  Broadway,  Shawnee, 
OK  74801). 

The  funeral  will  be  held  Tuesday,  January  11th,  2000,  in  the  same 
location.  Any  flowers,  cards  or  donations  can  be  sent  to  the  Funeral 
Chapel  in  care  of  Mrs.  Evelyn  Haney  or  mailed  to  508  S.  8th  Street,  McLoud, 
OK  74851. 

For  comments  or  more  information  contact: 

Vernon  Bellecourt.  AIMGGC . (612)721-3914 
Michael  Haney  AIMGGC  (405)964-5899 
or 

Paula  Ostrovsky  (NCRSM  Public  Relations/Press  Officer)  (217)344-6928 
http://www.aics.org/justice/camp.html 
>=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=<  >=< 
>There  are  none  so  blind  American  Indian  Cultural  Support  < 


>as  those  who  will  not  see  P.O.  box  1783  < 
>Mike. Wicks@mindspring.com  Lutz,  FL  < 
>http://www. aics.org/index.html  33548-1783  < 
>http: //www. mi ndspring.com/~mike.wicks/index.html  < 


"RE:  Bonnie  Whitesinger  Needs  Help"  

Date:  Sat,  8 Jan  2000  23:11:31  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : FW:  Bonnie  Whitesinger  needs  HELP! 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

From:  "hfcbuma@wanadoo.nl"  <hfcbuma@wanadoo. nl> 

Sub j : Bonnie  Whitesinger  needs  HELP. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger ' s Urgent  Plea  For  Help  Without  a kidney  transplant, 

Bonnie  Whitesinger,  a Dine'h  mother  of  six,  could  die.  Without  dialysis, 
she  will  not  survive  until  a kidney  becomes  available.  Without  transportation, 
it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  for  Bonnie  to  get  dialysis.  To 
qualify  as  a kidney  recipient,  she  must  have  running  water,  electricity, 
and  a phone;  basic  utilities  that  the  BIA  forbids  her  to  have  because 
she  is  Dine'h. 

The  Navajo  Hopi  Land  Commission,  with  power  to  help  Bonnie,  will  provide 
nothing.  Why?  Because  the  Navajo  Hopi  Land  Commission  is  owned  and 
operated  by  the  federal  government  and  the  BIA.  Forbiddance  of  every 
human  right  is  part  of  the  BIA  and  federal  government's  plan  to  drive  the 
Dine'h  onto  radiation  contaminated  "new  land"  and  certain  death  so  that 
Peabody  Coal  Company  can  strip  mine  the  ancestral  homeland  of  the  Dine'h. 

Until  laws  can  be  changed  and  action  taken,  the  Dine'h  continue  to  suffer 
human  rights  violations,  and  Bonnie's  situation  becomes  increasingly 
dangerous  for  her.  With  her  urgent  need  for  assistance  and  nowhere  to 
turn,  the  emotional  and  physical  stress  are  enormous--certainly  more  than 
anyone  with  renal  failure  should  have  to  bear. 

Bonnie's  situation  is  desperate.  She  needs  your  help  to  be  able  to 
obtain  basic  services  that  you  and  I take  for  granted  so  that  she  will 
be  eligible  for  a kidney  transplant. 

Read  Bonnie's  plea,  open  your  heart,  and  help  her  if  you  are  able. 

Thank  you. 

A1  Swilling,  Founder;  SENAA  International 
By  way  of  me,  Fred, 

Praying. 


25  days  to  the  final  solution  for  the  Dine'h  at  Big  Mountain,  AZ,  USA. 
UN  draft  declaration  on  the  rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Article  10: 
"Indigenous  Peoples  shall  not  be  forcibly  removed  from  their  lands  or 
territories.  No  relocations  shall  take  place  without  the  free  and  in- 
formed consent  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  concerned  ....(...) " 

See  the  video  "Vanishing  Prayers"  at:  http://www.freespeech.org/senaa 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 

"RE : Navajos  Told  Mass  Evictions  Won't  Happen"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Ian  2000  10:56:54  EST 
From:  CanUCee@aol.com 

Sub j : Mass  evictions  won't  happen,  Navajos  told 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

<A  HREF= "http: //www. arizonacentral . com/news/0106relo . shtml">Mass  evictions 
won't  happen,  Navajos  told</A> 
http : //www. arizonacentral . com/news/0106relo . shtml 

Mass  evictions  won't  happen,  Navajos  told 

By  Jerry  Kammer 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Ian.  6,  2000 

Navajo  and  Hopi  leaders  joined  federal  officials  Wednesday  in  an  attempt 
to  ease  tensions  growing  from  rumors  that  there  will  be  mass  evictions  of 
Navajos  on  Feb.  1 from  land  the  government  has  awarded  the  Hopis. 

In  a joint  announcement,  the  tribal  leaders,  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  in 
Phoenix  and  a federal  relocation  officer  called  for  calm.  They  pledged  to 
work  for  peaceful  resolution  of  a stalemate  concerning  Navajos  who  have 
vowed  to  remain  on  Hopi  Partitioned  Land. 

The  announcement  was  made  by  Navajo  President  Kelsey  Begaye,  Hopi 
Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  Jr.,  U.S.  Attorney  for  Arizona  lose  de  lesus  Rivera, 
and  Christopher  Bavasi  of  the  Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian  Relocation. 

The  first  of  February  is  the  legal  eviction  date  for  an  estimated  two 
dozen  Navajo  families  who  have  refused  to  sign  an  "accommodation 
agreement"  that  would  have  allowed  them  to  lease  lands  from  the  Hopis. 

The  deadline  is  the  culmination  of  a land  dispute  that  has  simmered  for 
more  than  a century  between  the  two  tribes,  both  of  which  consider  the 
land  to  be  sacred. 

"We  will  continue  to  work  cooperatively  to  peacefully  resolve  the  issue 
of  the  few  Navajos  who  might  remain  on  the  HPL,"  Wednesday's  announcement 
said . 

Tribal  leaders  and  federal  officials  said  they  issued  it  in  response  to 
a flood  of  rumors  and  misinformation  about  the  emotional  land  dispute. 

"There  has  been  a lot  of  misinformation  that  people  are  going  to  be 
physically  evicted  on  February  1,"  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Joseph  Lodge 
said . 

"That  is  not  going  to  happen,  and  we  wanted  to  set  the  record  straight." 

Lodge  said  that  although  the  Hopis  could  evict  the  Navajos  as  of  Feb.  1, 
they've  pledged  to  allow  his  office  to  pursue  the  process  in  federal  court. 
That  could  take  six  to  24  months.  Lodge  said.  It  could  lead  to  a court 
order  for  federal  marshals  to  evict  the  Navajos. 

More  than  10,000  Navajos  have  already  accepted  federal  relocation 
benefits.  Some  have  moved  to  the  Navajo  Reservation,  others  have  moved  to 
border  towns,  the  Valley  or  34  states  outside  Arizona.  Several  dozen 
Hopis  have  also  relocated,  most  to  the  partitioned  land. 

But  a few  Navajos  remain,  claiming  they  are  bound  to  the  land  by  custom 
and  Navajo  religion.  They've  refused  to  sign  the  accommodation  agreement 
because  they  distrust  the  Hopis  and  because  they  insist  the  land  is 


theirs . 

The  specter  of  evictions  has  drawn  international  attention,  especially 
as  most  remaining  Navajos  are  elderly  people  in  isolated  areas,  among  the 
last  traditional  Indians  in  the  United  States. 

The  center  of  Navajo  resistance  is  Big  Mountain,  an  area  with  no  paved 
roads,  electricity  or  running  water.  The  Navajos  there  have  won  the 
support  of  dozens  of  groups  across  the  United  States  and  in  several 
foreign  countries,  who  call  forced  relocation  a violation  of  human  rights. 

The  groups  are  calling  on  members  to  rally  around  the  Navajos  on  Feb.  1. 

"The  resisters  at  Big  Mountain  have  been  given  the  final  date  of 
February  1st,  2000,  to  leave  or  be  forcibly  evicted  from  their  ancestral 
lands, "a  Minnesota  support  group  claimed  in  an  Internet  message  in  late 
December.  The  group  is  organizing  a caravan  of  "human  rights  observers." 

One  of  the  most  active  opponents  of  relocation  is  Marsha  Monestersky,  a 
native  of  New  York  who  has  worked  with  Navajo  resisters  for  several  years. 

"We're  not  expecting  any  problems  on  February  1,"  Monestersky  said 
Wednesday.  "What  we're  planning  is  a symbolic  presence  on  the  land  (to 
protest  relocation)." 

Former  Flopi  Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku  said  there's  a need  to  defuse 
rumors  of  impending  violence  on  the  disputed  lands. 

"Some  people  are  saying  that  Hopi  rangers  are  being  trained  in  SWAT  team 
tactics  so  that  when  the  time  comes,  they  will  be  able  to  go  out  there  and 
clear  out  the  Navajos,"  Secakuku  said. 

"RE : Letterwriting  for  Big  Mountain"  

Date:  Fri,  7 lan  2000  15:25:15  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Black  Mesa  Projects/  ISCO  <bigmnt@efn.org> 

Sub j : Letterwriting  for  Big  Mountain 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

LETTERWRITING-  STOP  EVICTIONS  OF  DINE ' H IN  AZ  ! 

Make  a Difference  for  Big  Mountain-Black  Mesa! 

Remember  to  be  polite.  Use  your  anger  about  injustice  to  motivate  you  to 
write  a compelling  letter.  If  you  need  to  write  about  more  than  one 
subject,  then  write  more  than  one  letter.  Ask  a friend  to  read  it  over 
and  check  for  spelling,  grammar,  typo's  and  your  tone.  Please  send  us  a 
copy  of  your  letter  and  their  replies,  thanks  ! ISCO 


Eric  Flolder,  Assistant  Attorney  General  (202)  514-2101 

United  States  Department  of  Justice  (202)  514-0467  Fax 

PO  Box  44378  cc:  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno,  US  DOJ 

Washington  DC  20026  cc:  US  Attorney's  Office,  District  of  Arizona 

Ask  Asst.  Attorney  General  Eric  Flolder  to  direct  the  Department  of  Justice 
and  US  Attorneys  for  the  District  of  Arizona  to  not  seek  eviction  orders 
from  the  US  District  Court  in  Phoenix  to  forcibly  remove  traditional 
Dine'h  (Navajo)  from  Flopi  Partition  Lands  in  Arizona.  Fie  may  help  while 
Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  and  the  Dept  of  Justice  are  under  investigation. 

Express  your  concern  that  this  be  handled  non-violently  with  sensitivity 
to  the  traditional  Elders  and  different  culture  of  the  Dine'h  people. 

Remind  him  of  the  terrible  outcome  of  their  raid  on  the  Branch  Davidians 
at  Waco,  Texas.  Since  the  DOJ  is  being  investigated  for  it's  role  in 
the  Waco  fire,  and  the  FBI  were  found  responsible  for  a shooting  death  at 
Ruby  Ridge  in  Idaho,  the  DOJ  should  halt  any  threatening  actions  against 
US  citizens  whose  beliefs  counter  US  policies  that  directly  affect  their 
children,  such  as  traditional  Dine'h  resisting  forced  relocation  from  the 
FHPL  (regardless  of  their  AA  lease  status).  Ask  for  true  justice  for 
American  Indians,  starting  with  the  Dine'h  on  Flopi  Partition  Lands. 

Regardless  of  any  "perceived"  land  dispute  between  traditional  Dine'h 
(Navajo)  residents  or  the  Navajo  and  the  Flopi  Tribal  Councils,  forced 
relocation  continues  to  violate  Dine'h  religious  and  human  rights. 


Forbidding  construction  or  repair  of  housing  for  33  years  under  the 
"Bennett  Freeze  Act"  to  force  Dine'h  to  move  is  a cruel  and  inappropriate 
measure  to  solve  problems  the  US  has  created.  Forcing  Dine'h  to  sign 
leases  to  settle  legal  claims  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  with  the  United  States  is 
neither  permanent  nor  fair.  The  United  States  must  be  more 
"accommodating"  and  learn  to  stop  bullying  American  Indians  or  it  will 
only  continue  to  exasperate  the  ongoing  situation.  Forced  evictions  can 
only  bring  tragedy  and  national  disgrace.  Instead,  the  D03  should  protect 
the  human  and  religious  rights  of  traditional  Dine'h  on  the  HPL. 

Please  cc:  your  letters  to  Holder  to  the  below  D03  officials: 

Attorney  General  lanet  Reno,  US  DOD,  same  address  as  above  for  Eric  Holder 

United  States  Attorney's  Office  for  the  District  of  Arizona  (602)  514-7500 
US  Courthouse,  230  N.  First  Ave.  Rm.  4000  Phoenix,  AZ  85025-0085 
(202)  514-7693  Fax 


President  William  Clinton,  United  States  of  America  (202)  456-1111 
The  White  House  then  "0"  for  a person 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave  NW  (202)  456-2461  Fax 

Washington  DC  20500  president@whitehouse.gov 

Ask  Clinton  to  issue  an  Executive  Order  forbidding  any  forced  evictions 
of  Dine'h  from  the  HPL  in  Arizona.  Remind  him  that  the  next  "deadline" 
is  February  1,  2000  and  that  the  Department  of  Dustice  could  forcibly 
evict  after  then.  Urge  him  to  show  his  commitment  to  human  rights  here 
at  home.  This  is  his  opportunity  to  leave  a legacy  of  his  presidency  by 
righting  the  wrongs  against  American  Indians,  starting  with  the 
traditional  Dine'h. 


Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  Interior  (202)  208-7351 

1849  C St.  NW  exsec@ios.doi.gov  (202)  208-6956  Fax 

Washington  DC  20240  Fraud,  Waste  & Abuse:  (800)  424-5081  Toll  Free 

Ask  him  to  instruct  the  Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian  Relocation  to 
not  certify  the  relocation  housing  on  the  radioactive  "New  Lands." 

Remind  him  he  was  Governor  of  Arizona  when  the  United  Nuclear  dam  broke 
in  1979  spilling  1,100  tons  of  milled  uranium  ore  sludge  and  94  million 
gallons  of  heavy  metal  effluent  into  the  Rio  Puerco  in  New  Mexico, 
contaminating  the  ground  water  and  river  bed  for  hundreds  of  miles 
downstream  into  Arizona.  As  a clean  water  champion,  he  should  safeguard 
the  Dine'h  from  alpha  radiation  and  radon  gas  lingering  in  wells  and  the 
Rio  Puerco  riverbed  on  or  nearby  the  "New  Lands"  relocation  housing  sites. 

Ask  that  he  direct  the  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs  and  BIA  to  create  a 
voluntary  livestock  management  plan  with  Dine'h  residents  living  on  the 
HPL  and  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  and  to  cease  forced  impoundments. 

They've  had  rain  this  summer  and  may  have  snow  soon. 

Remind  him,  as  Secretary  of  Interior,  that  his  "trust  responsibility"  to 
American  Indians  includes  preventing  tragic  forced  evictions  of  Dine'h 
who  refuse  to  sign  leases  or  relocate. 


INDIGENOUS  SUPPORT  COALITION  OF  OREGON 
PO  BOX  11715  EUGENE,  OR  97440 
(541)  683-2789  bigmnt@efn.org 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

Email  addresses — 

To  Post  message:  BIGMTLIST@onelist.com 
To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 

To  Unsubscribe:  BIGMTLIST-unsubscribe@onelist.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 


crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

"RE : To  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  and  Courts"  

Date:  Thu,  06  lan  2000  18:11:27  -0800 

From:  "mauro  deoliveira"  <meyesol@eudoramail . com> 

(by  way  of  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com>) 

Sub  j : To  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  & Courts 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Mauro  Oliveira 
SOL  COMMUNICATIONS 
6303  Fair  Ave 
North  Hollywood  CA  91606 

To  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council 
and  Hopi  Tribal  Courts 

RE:  Marsha  Monestersky, 

Since  1996,  SOL  Communications  has  been  delivering  food  and  essential 
supplies  to  Black  Mesa  and  surrounding  communities.  In  total,  nearly  70 
"caravans"  from  Los  Angeles,  delivering  more  than  100,000  pounds  of 
needed  goods,  have  taken  place.  Each  caravan  was  coordinated  with  the 
assistance  of  Marsha  Monestersky,  the  SDN  legal  consultant. 

In  that  time,  SOL  has  witnessed  Marsha's  undeniable  loyalty  to  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  the  people  of  Black  Mesa  and  surrounding  communities.  She 
is  supported  by  the  MA30RITY  of  the  Dineh  on  the  Mesa  as  well  as  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  United  Methodist  Church  and  more  than  200  other 
NGOs  that  recognize  HUMAN  RIGHTS  ABUSES  taking  place  on  the  "HPL". 

I have  the  receipts  to  show  that  the  United  Nations  visit  as  well  as  numerous 
trips  the  Dineh  elders  have  made  to  all  parts  of  the  globe  were  organized 
by  Marsha  or  groups  like  SOL  that  work  with  Marsha. 

If  there  is  ANY  doubt  as  to  these  claims,  then  feel  free  to  request  video 
documentation  from  SOL.  In  that  documentation,  you  will  see  Marsha  working 
with  hundreds  of  Dineh  on  the  Mesa.  We  have  70  hours  of  such  documentation. 
Always  this  documentation  was  made  possible  by  the  fact  that  Marsha  is 
trusted  enough  by  the  Dineh  to  let  us  roll  cameras. 

Any  exclusion  of  Marsha  Monestersky  from  the  people  who  love  and  trust 
her  as  a friend  and  consultant  would  be  a travesty  of  justice. 

Respectfully, 

Mauro  Oliveira 
founder 

SOL  Communications 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

Email  addresses — 

To  Post  message:  BIGMTLIST@onelist.com 
To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 

To  Unsubscribe:  BIGMTLIST-unsubscribe@onelist.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
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From:  "mauro  deoliveira"  <meyesol@eudoramail . com> 

SOL  COMMUNICATIONS 
RE:  SDN  AREA  MAP 

John  Benally  created  the  best  map  I have  ever  seen  of  the  SDN  resistance 
area.  Fie  has  asked  that  it  be  made  available  to  all  of  you.  Basically  It 
is  the  FIPL  with  structures,  power  lines,  rivers,  dirt  roads  etc.  It  can  be 
downloaded  from  SOLSITE  at 

>http: //www. sol communications . com/bigmountain/map/ sdnareamap.html 

The  map  is  in  color,  about  3ARx4AR  and  has  numbered,  keycoded  information 
that  will  get  you  around  without  getting  lost.  I cannot  emphasize  the 
importance  of  this  map  if  you  are  going  to  the  mountain.  Plus  every  support 
group  should  have  this  on  the  wall. 

Unfortunately  it  will  take  some  work  to  get  it  off  the  net,  onto  your 
computer,  printed  and  put  together.  Because  of  its  size  it  has  been  broken 
into  25  scans  (jpeg  format).  The  instructions  for  downloading,  the  color 
key,  landmark  and  homesite  key,  can  all  be  found  on  the  above  mentioned 
web  page. 

For  an  idea  of  how  great  this  map  is,  download  this  now: 

http: //www. sol communications . com/ bigmount a in /map/map load/ sdnam8 .jpg 

It  is  one  of  the  25  scans  (happens  to  be  where  Dohn  lives) . Once  you  see 
it,  you'll  want  the  entire  download. 

I am  interested  in  any  computer  genius  that  can  help  get  this  map  crunched 
into  a format  that  will  download  the  entire  25  scans  in  one  shot.  Please 
contact  me  at  meyesol@eudoramail.com  and  put  MAP  in  the  subject. 

BMIS,  Klandyken,  Bucket  Line,  ISCO,  Unity!  You  all  need  this  map! 

It  took  nearly  16  hours  to  prepare  these  scans  and  upload.  Please  take 
advantage  of  this! 

For  more  information  visit: 

http://www.solcommunications.com  main  page 

http://www.solcommunications.com/dineh.html  main  dineh  page 

http: //www. sol communications . com/ bigmount a in /b igmt n r epo rt s . html  Black 

Mesa  updates 

Thanks, 

Mauro 

SOL 
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Sub  j : Support  from  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Florse 


<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 


Date:  Fri,  7 Dan  2000  13:15:01  -0800  (PST) 

From:  dave  evad  <treeear@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : Statement  of  support  from  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  & Dan.  6 
Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  Press  Release 

forwarded  from  Rosalie  Little  Thunder: 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Statement  of  support  from  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the  Lakota,Dakota  & 
Nakota  (Sioux)  Nation) , 19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo 
Calf  Pipe. 

As  Spiritual  Leader  of  our  Nation,  the  concern  of  the  Ihanktonwan  Nation 
for  their  relatives  has  been  brought  to  my  attention;  a serious  matter  of 
grave  desecration.  This  matter  falls  in  the  hands  of  our  Spiritual  people. 

Our  Sacred  Pipe  and  the  Bible  were  used  in  the  signing  of  the  1851 
Treaty,  both  sacred  to  the  people  they  represent;  our  people  and  the  U.S. 
Government  and  so,  we  must  hold  respect  between  our  Nations. 

Although  our  spiritual  beliefs  were  outlawed  until  1978,  the  people  of 
the  Great  Sioux  Nation  territory  have  always  held  fast  to  these  beliefs 
and  today,  we  must  defend  our  people's  right  to  ceremonially  bring  peace 
to  the  spirits  of  our  ancestors. 

We  must  be  allowed  this  right  under  the  Religious  Freedom  Act  and  basic 
human  rights.  This  is  a historic  site.  This  is  a SACRED  SITE. 

The  desecration  of  our  ancestors  and  the  disrespect  to  the  Ihanktonwan 
is  apparent  to  all  spiritual  people,  of  all  nations.  They  are  voicing 
their  deep  concern. 

Our  ancestors  must  be  recovered  and  reburied,  respectfully,  through 
proper  ceremonial  protocol. 

We  have  never  abandoned  our  spiritual  beliefs.  This  country  was  built  on 
the  need  for  the  freedom  to  live  according  to  spiritual  beliefs. 

We  must  find  the  means  to  go  forth,  into  the  New  Millennium,  with  mutual 
respect.  One  people's  actions  determines  their  own  honor  and  dignity. 

In  our  Sacred  Hoop  of  Life,  there  is  no  beginning  and  there  is  no  end.  I 
ask  for  Peace. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin, 

Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse 

19th  Gen.  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  Press  Release  - Danuary  6,  2000 
DUDGE  HOLDS  BACK  THE  WATER  FOR  ANOTHER  SEVEN  DAYS 

After  a two-day  hearing.  Federal  Dudge  Lawrence  Piersol  extended  the 
restraining  order  that  to  hold  back  the  waters  of  Lake  Francis  Case,  to 
protect  a sacred  burial  site.  The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  is 
prohibited  from  flooding  the  exposed  White  Swan  gravesite  for  another 
seven  days,  until  Danuary  11,  2000. 

The  exposed  graves  and  scattered  fragments,  including  skulls,  lie  in  a 
burial  site  at  St.  Philip's  Episcopal  Church.  Used  as  recently  as  1950, 
the  cemetery  was  built  atop  an  existing  burial  site.  Low  water  conditions 
resulted  in  the  exposure  of  the  remains  in  December  1999. 

The  Tribe  was  successful  in  obtaining  an  extension  of  the  restraining 
order  through  Danuary  11,  2000,  although  the  Dudge  Piersol  may  issue  an 
opinion  in  the  meantime,  which  could  supersede  the  order.  Unsuccessful 
court-ordered  mediation  resulted  in  the  case  being  heard  in  federal  court 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  Danuary  3rd  and  4th,  2000. 

Testimony  at  the  trial  revealed  that  tis  was  only  one  of  seven  sites  in 
the  area  of  which  the  Corps  had  direct  knowledge.  The  Corps  knew  since 
1966  about  scattered  remains  at  the  site  and  of  grave-robbing  of  at  least 
30  graves  which  had  been  dug  into  and  scattered  over  the  ground  at  that 
same  location. 

Pressure  exerted  by  members  of  supporters  of  the  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  has 
succeeded  in  gaining  national  media  attention  and  the  Corps  is  more 
willing  to  talk.  Corps  offices  reportedly  received  numerous  phone  calls 
and  e-mails  condemning  their  actions.  Tribal  attorney,  Mary  Wynne  was 
contacted  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  with  some  concessions.  In  addition  to 
other  offers,  they  have  now  backed  off  on  refusing  to  allow  the  gathering 
of  wood  and  the  burning  of  a sacred  fire. 


The  Yankton  Sioux  General  Council  met  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  January 
5th  and  6th,  2000  to  discuss  the  matter  and  recent  offers  by  the  Corps. 

Meanwhile,  the  tipi  encampment  maintains  its  vigil  over  the  ancestral 
remains,  to  protect  them  from  looters  and  curiosity-seekers.  The  three- 
tipi  encampment  is  in  a protective  position  and  is  burning  a ceremonial 
fire  on  the  sand  of  the  riverbank.  Sacred  ceremonies  have  begun  in 
preparation  for  the  possible  removal  and  reburial  of  the  remains. 

Additionally,  a large  number  of  bones  and  fragments  have  been  sighted  in 
the  immediate  area.  Elders  have  observed  vehicles  weighing  thousands  of 
pounds  driving  over  the  burial  site,  possibly  crushing  bones.  The  tribe  is 
demanding  that  the  Corps  of  Engineers  cease  driving  all  vehicles  on  the 
sacred  site  and  the  Corps,  for  once,  is  listening. 

The  Tribe  requests  the  prayers  of  all  people,  all  nations,  in  this 
ongoing  David  and  Goliath  struggle. 

Media  contact:  Tessa  Lehto  (605)  487-7871 

"RE : South  Dakota  Killings"  

Date:  1/3/00  7:18:51  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  wlfskr@leba.net  (Pat  Morris) 

Sub j : 1999  SD  Killings 

The  remarks  at  the  end  tell  the  whole  story;  show  the  whole 

attitude can  we  hope  for  any  better  for  2000? 

Pat 

http : //www. msnbc . com/local/KNBN/7172 .asp 

SD  crimes  of  1999  reviewed  Any  way  you  look  at  it,  1999  was  a year  to 
remember . 

Many  of  the  major  stories  that  dominated  the  headlines  were  crime 
stories,  as  they  usually  are.  In  lanuary,  a Box  Elder  trailer  fire  claimed 
the  lives  of  two  young  children  who  were  in  the  home.  Their  father,  28 
year-old  Shawn  Towey  was  charged  with  two  counts  of  second  degree 
manslaughter.  The  charges  were  later  dropped. 

"I  didn't  feel  a lot  of  sympathy  for  him,  and  when  dismissing  that  case 
was  not  easy  to  do  because  I felt  he  needed  to  be  held  accountable  for 
what  he  did.  I know  he  was  distraught.  I know  it  tore  him  up."  In  March, 

40  year-old  Robert  Redden  was  charged  with  multiple  rape  and  criminal 
pedophilia  charges.  "He  twisted  his  cat's  head  off  in  front  of  his 
daughter  and  buried  it  outside  to  show  what  was  going  to  happen  to  her  if 
she  told,"  says  Brenner.  He  was  sentenced  in  Dune  to  15  years  in  prison. 
Brenner  said,  "With  the  grace  of  God,  I would  like  to  see  him  take  his 
last  breath  in  the  penitentiary."  In  March,  47  year-old  Robert  Lawrence 
Murray  was  charged  with  killing  his  roommate  Bruce  Allen  Karikoff.  He  was 
sentenced  last  month  to  52  years  in  prison. 

Last  May,  a Sioux  Falls  Judged  sentenced  Robert  Leroy  Anderson  to  die 
for  the  murders  of  Larisa  Dumansky  and  Piper  Streyle.  In  Dune,  22  year-old 
Morning  Star  Shalimar  Standing  Bear  was  found  beaten  to  death  in  a field 
just  over  the  Meade  County  Line.  Chaske  White  was  sentenced  to  life  in 
prison.  His  co-defendant,  31  year-old  Dawn  Marie  Frazier  will  stand  trial 
for  the  crime  next  month.  In  Duly,  21  year-old  Tasha  Davis  was 
accidentally  killed  by  her  boyfriend,  Aaron  Andrews,  the  father  of  her 
two  children. 

In  August  41-year-old  Ferrel  Dillon  was  sentenced  to  175  years  in  prison 
for  raping  his  young  daughter  and  her  friend's  on  several  different 
occasions.  Brenner  said,  "I  don't  think  to  this  day  that  we  know  all  the 
victims  that  he  assaulted  in  his  years." 

That  same  month,  in  a case  that  drew  national  attention,  two  men,  18 
year-olds  Byron  Bissonette  and  Louis  Means  were  arrested  for  the  brutal 
beating  of  22  year-old  Brad  Young.  Young  was  found  a day  after  the  beating 
stuffed  in  the  crawl  space  of  a house.  This  month  the  two  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  crime. 

In  October,  Lesley  Reynolds  was  charged  a second  time  with  second  degree 
manslaughter.  She  is  accused  of  killing  44  year-old  Dale  Stiener  when  she 
struck  his  motorcycle  on  Commerce  Road  on  September  16th.  This  year,  39 


year-old  Dohn  Rothaermal  was  sentenced  to  79  years  in  Denver  for  child 
rape.  He  is  the  same  man  accused  of  raping  an  11  year-old  girl  two  years 
ago  in  a Rapid  City  church.  "The  victim  in  that  case  is  the  most  innocent 
little  girl  you  could  ever  meet,  and  he  in  fact  has  a very  long  record  of 
this  type  of  offense/'  says  Brenner. 

This  month,  Darwin  Heuer  was  sentenced  to  57  and  a half  years  in  prison 
for  molesting  and  raping  young  boys  while  he  worked  as  a youth  counselor 
at  the  Custer  Youth  Training  Center. 

On  December  1st,  Robert  Thomas  was  shot  and  killed  by  a Pennington 
County  Sheriff's  Deputy.  Investigators  say  he  shot  and  killed  Franklin 
Wilson  inside  his  trailer  home  off  Highway  385.  The  Attorney  General's 
Office  determined  the  shooting  of  Wilson  was  justified. 

The  Fall  River  States  Attorney  is  still  determining  if  the  shooting  of 
32  year-old  Albert  Six  Feathers  near  Ardmore,  South  Dakota  was  justifiable 
Six  Feathers  was  killed  by  Edgemont  Police  Chief  Sergeant  Brett  larman  on 
December  10th. 

Throughout  the  year,  eight  Native  Americans  mysteriously  died  in  the 
waters  of  Rapid  Creek.  The  deaths  are  rumored  to  be  murders.  Brenner 
comments,  "We  have  no  information  that  there's  anybody  out  there  killing 
people,  and  if  we  did  and  we  continue  to  look  into  that,  we  would  do 
something  about  it." 

Overall,  400  more  adults  were  arrested  this  year  than  in  1998. 
http://wolfseeker.com 

http: //www. insidetheweb.com/mbs . cgi/mb629759 
http: //www. sunlink.net/~wlfskr 

"RE:  Land  Transfer  Angers  S.D.  Indians"  

Date:  Monday,  December  27,  1999 

Sub j : Land  Transfer  Angers  S.D.  Indians 

http://www.detnews.com 
Land  transfer  angers  S.D.  Indians 

'Federal  law  can't  abrogate  treaties,'  Sioux  Nation  says 
By  William  Claiborne  / 

Washington  Post 

PIERRE,  S.D.  --  It  was  a gloriously  warm  day  when  300  people  gathered  at 
the  state  Capitol  here  on  Native  American  Day  this  fall  to  celebrate  the 
late  Gov.  George  S.  Mickelson's  dream  of  reconciliation  between  Indians 
and  whites,  who  in  a sense  have  never  really  stopped  fighting  in  South 
Dakota  since  Gen.  George  A.  Custer  made  his  last  stand  at  Little  Bighorn. 

There  was  a children's  choir,  bagpipes,  flutists  and  impassioned 
speeches  condemning  the  kind  of  mistrust  and  racism  long  abhorred  by 
Mickelson,  who  in  1990  angered  many  white  people  in  the  state  by  making 
Native  American  Day  a legal  holiday. 

Conspicuously  absent  from  the  ceremony  was  its  invited  Grand  Marshal, 
Gov.  William  3.  Danklow,  a Republican  called  "Wild  Bill  Danklow,  the 
Indian  Fighter"  by  many  Indians.  Danklow  was  in  Sioux  Falls,  fulfilling 
what  he  said  were  prior  commitments. 

Also  missing  was  a group  of  Indians  who  since  March  have  occupied  a 
small  island  in  the  middle  of  the  Missouri  River  --  within  sight  of  the 
Capitol  --  to  protest  what  they  call  a "land  grab"  of  more  than  200  miles 
of  river  shoreline,  engineered  by  Danklow  and  Senate  Minority  Leader 
Thomas  A.  Daschle,  D-S.D.  The  protesters  say  it  violates  the  1851  and  1868 
Fort  Laramie  treaties. 

Although  the  treaties  gave  the  west  bank  of  the  river  --  plus  the 
western  half  of  South  Dakota  and  large  parts  of  Nebraska,  Wyoming,  Montana 
and  North  Dakota  --  to  the  Sioux  Nation,  subsequent  congressional  acts  and 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  rulings  have  effectively  abrogated  the  pacts.  In  August 
President  Clinton  signed  a bill  transferring  the  river  property  from  the  U 
S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  which  acquired  it  in  the  1940s  for  federal 
flood  control  projects,  to  the  state. 

Indians  across  the  state  are  furious  at  Daschle  for  first  quietly 
inserting  the  land  transfer  into  the  voluminous  1998  omnibus  spending  bill 


and  then,  after  the  House  voted  to  repeal  the  deal,  submitting  a renamed 
version  as  part  of  a water  development  bill  that  ultimately  passed. 

The  Corps  of  Engineers  had  not  been  able  to  adequately  maintain  boat 
ramps  and  other  recreational  facilities  along  the  west  bank  of  the  river, 
lanklow  said.  Transferring  the  land  to  the  state,  in  addition  to  the 
Cheyenne  River  and  Lower  Brule  tribes'  agreement  to  the  deal,  will  allow 
the  state  to  develop  more  recreational  facilities  while  protecting 
portions  of  the  shoreline  from  erosion  and  development,  he  said. 

"The  river  is  our  No.l  resource,  and  this  is  a way  to  protect  it," 
lanklow  said. 

So  as  they  have  been  for  generations,  the  Sioux  tribes  and  the  state  are 
once  again  in  conflict  over  who  controls  the  land  they  share,  an  ongoing 
dispute  usually  centered  on  the  mineral-rich  Black  Hills,  200  miles  west 
of  here,  which  also  were  taken  from  the  Indians. 

But  the  tensions  go  far  deeper  than  land  disputes.  They  reflect  a vast 
cultural  divide  and  a gulf  of  suspicion  and  mistrust  between  Indians  and 
whites  in  a state  that  historically  was  one  of  the  bloodiest  battlegrounds 
between  the  races  during  the  great  westward  expansion. 

The  smoldering  anger  of  the  young  "fire-keepers"  who  are  tending  a 
sacramental  fire  at  the  protest  encampment  on  La  Framboise  Island  here  -- 
a fire  they  vow  will  not  be  extinguished  until  the  Sioux  get  back  the 
Missouri  River  shoreline  --  seems  at  times  to  be  directed  less  at  the  land 
transfer  than  at  lanklow  and  the  kind  of  anti-Indian  sentiment  they  say  he 
represents . 

"I  see  him  as  the  modern-day  Custer,  a racist  through  and  through,"  said 
Richard  Charigreaux,  an  Oglala  Sioux  from  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  as 
he  sat  with  other  fire-keepers  in  front  of  a tepee  in  which  the  spiritual 
fire  burned.  "In  our  religion,  we  were  taught  to  pray  for  our  enemies  so 
they  can  see,  but  I don't  think  he'll  ever  see." 

The  camp  protesters  --  who  vary  daily  from  about  a dozen  to  200  -- 
recalled  lanklow' s role  as  a zealous  prosecutor  of  members  of  the  militant 
American  Indian  Movement  during  the  bloody  civil  wars  of  the  early  1970s 
on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  including  defendants  in  the  1974  Custer 
County  Court  House  riots,  in  which  Indians  firebombed  buildings  after  the 
arrest  of  an  Indian  woman  whose  son  had  been  killed  by  a white  man. 

lanklow  said  he  became  a villain  to  militant  Indians  after  he  prosecuted 
prominent  American  Indian  Movement  leader  Dennis  Banks  and  others  in  the 
riot  case.  "I  made  the  point  that  we  had  to  stop  this  in  South  Dakota,  and 
I did,"  he  said. 

"As  much  as  these  folks  hate  me,  I never  anticipated"  the  uproar  over 
the  land  arrangement,  lanklow  said.  "I  thought  this  would  be  the  hottest 
deal  they  could  ever  get." 

Citing  Supreme  Court  decisions  holding  that  the  power  to  make  a treaty 
is  the  power  to  break  a treaty,  lanklow  said,  there's  no  question  the 
Indians  were  treated  badly  when  the  Fort  Laramie  treaties  were  broken  and 
the  Sioux  Nation's  vast  lands  were  reduced  to  a few  scattered  and  desolate 
reservations . 

"If  I was  an  Indian,  I could  understand  the  shaft,  because  this  land  was 
stolen  in  spite  of  the  treaty.  But  we  didn't  do  it,  the  federal  government 
did  it,  and  now  it's  leaving  us  to  try  to  deal  with  it,"  the  governor 
added . 

Charmaine  White-Face,  spokesman  for  the  Black  Hills  Nation  Treaty 
Council,  said  the  Sioux  will  fight  to  repeal  the  transfer  because  "federal 
law  can't  abrogate  treaties.  ...  We  didn't  make  an  agreement  with  Bill 
lanklow,  we  made  an  agreement  with  the  U.S.  government." 

Copyright  1999,  [detnews.com  home  page] 

The  Detroit  News 

"RE : Daschle  to  Convene  Missouri  River  Meeting" 

Date:  1/8/00  3:10:11  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be 

Sub j : Daschle  to  Convene  Meeting  on  Future  of  Missouri  River 


<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 


From:  "Robert  Quiver"  <tatankanaj in@hotmail.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Daschle  to  Convene  Meeting  on  Future  of  Missouri  River, 

January  20  in  Springfie 

RE:  TREATY  LANDS  ALONG  MISSOURI  - PLEASE  POST  OR/AND  ACT 
FR:  LAFRAMBOIS  ISLAND  PROTESTERS,  LAKOTA  STUDENT  ALLIANCE 
Date:  Fri,  7 Jan  2000  17:17:49  -0700 

Daschle  to  Convene  Meeting  on  Future  of  Missouri  River,  January  20  in 
Springfield 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
December  15,  1999 

Daschle  to  Convene  Meeting  on  Future  of 

Missouri  River,  January  20  in  Springfield 

Says  River  is  Vitally  Important  to  State's  Economy  and  Culture 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  - Senator  Tom  Daschle,  saying  the  Missouri  River  is 
vitally  important  to  South  Dakota's  economy  and  culture,  will  convene  a 
meeting  to  discuss  the  future  of  the  river  on  Thursday,  January  20  at  1 
p.m.  at  the  Community  Service  Building,  605  8th  Street  in  Springfield. 

Daschle  said  his  "Missouri  River  Summit"  will  bring  together 
federal,  state,  and  local  officials  and  tribal  leaders  to  discuss  plans  for 
future  use  of  the  river,  and  for  dealing  with  the  worsening  problems  faced 
by  the  businesses  and  communities  that  depend  on  it. 

"The  Missouri  River  is  vitally  important  to  the  economic  well-being 
of  the  entire  state,"  Daschle  said.  "I  am  very  concerned  about  some  of  the 
changes  it  has  undergone  in  the  past  20  years.  The  sediment  build-up,  the 
flooding  and  the  shoreline  erosion  are  having  a detrimental  effect  on 
businesses,  communities,  boaters  and  tourism  all  along  the  river.  The  next 
15  years  will  be  critical  to  resolving  these  problems,  and  we  need  to  act 
quickly  on  several  levels  to  ensure  the  future  health  of  the  river." 

Daschle  said  the  series  of  dams  built  on  the  Missouri  River  in  the 
1960s  have  prevented  the  river  from  carrying  sediment  long  distances.  As  a 
result,  sediment  builds  up  in  shallow  areas  of  the  river,  causing  the  water 
table  to  rise,  flooding  shoreline  lands  and  worsening  erosion.  These 
deposits  have  also  made  boating  on  the  river  impossible  in  some  areas,  he 
said . 

In  September,  Daschle  led  officials  from  across  the  state  on  a boat 
tour  of  the  river  to  investigate  the  economic  and  social  impact  that  the 
substantial  sediment  build-up  and  bank  erosion  has  had  on  riverside 
communities.  That  same  month,  Daschle  secured  $7.5  million  to  purchase 
flooded  homes  in  Pierre  and  Fort  Pierre.  The  funds  will  help  relocate 
hundreds  of  people  whose  houses  have  been  flooded  by  the  operation  of  the 
Oahe  Dam. 

Daschle  also  successfully  enacted  legislation  this  fall  directing  the 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  to  develop  a plan  to  reduce  the  build-up  of 
sediment  in  the  Missouri  River  near  Springfield,  where  the  problem  is 
especially  acute. 
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Koch  Industries  sued  by  Indians  over  oil  royalties 

Reuters 

12/28/99 

PAWHUSKA,  Okla.  - Members  of  the  Osage  Nation  Indian  tribe  filed  suit 
against  Koch  Industries  Tuesday,  claiming  the  giant  oil-and-gas 


conglomerate  cheated  them  out  of  millions  of  dollars  by  mismeasuring  oil 
purchases,  a lawyer  for  the  plaintiffs  said. 

"They  made  measurements  knowingly  and  deliberately  for  the  purpose  of 
their  profits  and  to  the  detriment  of  our  clients,"  said  Geoffrey  M. 
Standing  Bear,  who  filed  the  suit  in  state  court  in  Pawhuska  on  behalf  of 
four  individuals  who  own  royalty  rights  to  oil  wells  in  Osage  County, 
Oklahoma . 

Standing  Bear  said  actual  damages  were  estimated  in  the  millions  of 
dollars,  but  the  suit  does  not  specify  an  amount. 

The  petition  seeks  class  action  status,  and  Standing  Bear  said  there  are 
about  4,000  potential  plaintiffs  around  the  United  States. 

The  suit  is  the  latest  blow  to  Koch,  one  of  the  largest  private 
companies  in  the  United  States,  related  to  oil  purchases  on  Indian  and 
government  lands. 

Koch  spokeswoman  Mary  Beth  Darvis  said  the  lawsuit  lacked  merit.  She 
said  extensive  audits  by  officials  representing  the  tribes  found  "no 
discrepancies  or  problems  with  Koch." 

In  addition,  she  argued  that  the  Indian  tribes  owed  Koch  for  more  than  4, 
000  barrels  of  oil  that  Koch  overpaid  for  in  the  late  1980s. 

"The  very  nature  of  the  business  is  sometimes  you're  short,  sometimes 
you're  long,"  larvis  said,  referring  to  the  inexact  science  of  measuring 
extracted  oil. 

Less  than  a week  ago,  a federal  jury  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  decided  that 
Koch  Industries  mismeasured  oil  in  thousands  of  purchases,  allowing  it  to 
underpay  land  and  oil  well  royalty  owners  by  millions  of  dollars. 

A jury  ordered  Koch  to  pay  actual  damages  to  the  government  of  $553,504 
for  making  24,587  false  claims  related  to  the  oil  purchases. 

The  judge  still  must  decide  punitive  damages,  which  are  to  be  assessed 
at  between  $2,000  and  $10,000  for  each  of  the  claims,  leaving  the  company 
facing  more  than  $200  million  in  damages. 

In  that  court  case,  company  executives  acknowledged  that  adjustments 
were  made  to  oil  measurements,  but  said  they  were  done  to  account  for 
adverse  field  conditions  such  as  sediment  buildup  in  tanks  and  trapped 
gases  that  made  the  actual  amount  of  oil  the  company  received  less  than 
what  measurements  recorded. 
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Choctaw  grant  to  aid  plan  to  save  academy 
By  The  Associated  Press 
01/08/2000 

The  Choctaw  Nation  is  getting  $40,000  to  develop  plans  that  would  turn  a 
historic  academy  into  a functioning  community  college. 

The  Wheelock  Academy  is  near  Millerton  in  McCurtain  County.  It  was 
established  as  a mission  school  on  the  Trail  of  Tears  in  1833.  The  Choctaw 
Nation  will  use  the  grant  to  look  into  adapting  the  historic  school  into  a 
place  of  learning  for  today's  students. 

The  money  comes  from  the  Save  America's  Treasures  Preservation  Planning 
Fund,  made  possible  by  the  J.  Paul  Getty  Trust.  The  fund  is  sponsoring  36 
projects  nationwide  with  gifts  ranging  from  $10,000  to  $50,000.  Selection 
criteria  included  geographic  and  cultural  diversity,  the  urgency  of  the 
project  and  the  historical  and  architectural  importance  of  the  site. 

Richard  Moe,  president  of  the  3.  Paul  Getty  Trust,  said  the  planning 
stages  of  projects  like  the  Wheelock  Academy  are  an  important  first  step 
toward  restoring  America's  treasured  landmarks. 

Other  projects  getting  money  from  the  trust  include  the  Angel  Island 
Immigration  Station  near  San  Francisco,  a Lewis  and  Clark  campsite  in 


Montana  and  the  Hulett  One  Unloaders  in  Cleveland. 


"RE ; Innu  Woman  Takes  Oven  Chief's  Office"  

Date:  Mon,  10  lan  2000  07:59:51  -0600 
From:  bennyj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  01-09-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FinstNations  Listsenv 
202.358.3252 
nironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Innu  woman  takes  oven  chief's  office  in  housing  protest 
SHESHATSHIU,  LABRADOR  - Canada's  native  population  is  growing  fasten 
than  houses  are  being  built  to  shelter  them, 
c.  CBC 

3an  8 2000  ET 

That's  the  situation  in  Sheshatshiu,  a community  of  1,000  Innu  in 
Labrador.  The  homes  are  packed.  For  some,  a bedroom  is  the  corner  of  a 
living  room.  A bed  is  a mattress  on  the  kitchen  floor. 

One  Innu  woman  is  tired  of  that  kind  of  life  for  her  family.  For  the 
third  year  in  a row  she  and  her  five  children  weren't  allocated  a house  by 
the  local  band  council.  So  the  woman  has  decided  to  take  a home  on  her  own. 

She's  moved  her  family  onto  the  floor  of  the  local  band  council  office. 

Virginia  Pater  sits  behind  a receptionist's  desk,  cradling  a young  Innu 
girl  in  her  arms.  On  a mattress  on  the  floor  beside  her  lies  a tiny  set  of 
twins.  Dust  two  months  old,  the  babies  are  sleeping  in  their  new  home  -- 
the  office  of  Sheshatshiu  band  chief  Paul  Rich. 

Pater  is  staging  this  live-in  as  a protest.  The  band  council  built  12 
new  homes  in  Sheshatshiu  this  year.  But  on  Thursday  Pater  found  out  from 
the  chief  that  her  family  doesn't  qualify  to  get  one  of  them. 

So,  Friday  morning.  Pater  moved  in  to  the  chief's  office  to  try  to  make 
him  change  his  mind. 

"I  just  want  a house.  I live  with  my  parents,  I live  with  13  in  a four- 
bedroom  house,"  she  explained. 

Pater  doesn't  have  any  connections  on  the  band  council  and  her  husband 
is  white.  "It's  like  you  have  to  have  a relative  in  the  council  to  get 
something,"  she  says. 

Chief  Rich  denies  the  charge.  Fie  did  admit  that  one  of  the  families  to 
get  a new  house  this  year  has  only  one  child,  but  he  said  that  family 
qualified  based  on  a priority  points  system. 

Chief  Rich  says  Pater  is  one  of  48  families  that  didn't  make  the  list 
this  year. 

Pater  wants  the  chief  to  explain  to  her  exactly  how  the  points  system 
works.  And  she  says  she's  staying  put  "until  I get  answers." 

Chief  Rich  has  relocated  his  office  to  another  part  of  the  band  council 
building. 
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RESOURCES:  If  something  isn't  agreed  to  soon  this  year  will  be  a 
right  off  for  starting  construction  at  Voisey's  Bay.  [Inco;  "Roger 
Grimes",  Mines  Minister] 
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Ann  Budgell:  If  something  isn't  agreed  to  pretty  soon  this  year  will 
be  a right  off  for  starting  construction  at  Voisey's  Bay.  It's  a 
deadline  that's  pressing  on  Inco,  the  Nickel  Company  that  wants  the 


one.  But  apparently  not  pressing  them  enough  to  ask  the  provincial 
government  to  resume  formal  talks.  We  have  reached  Mines  and  Energy 
Minister  Roger  Grimes  at  his  office  this  afternoon.  Mr.  Grimes  hello. 

Roger  Grimes:  Hello  Ann. 

Ann  Budgell:  What  was  your  last  message  to  Inco  about  this? 

Roger  Grimes:  Basically  to  indicate  to  them  as  a result  of  a letter 
from  Mr.  Sopco  as  chair  of  Inco  to  the  Premier  where  they  outlined 
some  components  of  a proposal  that  they  would  like  to  put  formally  to 
the  Government  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  But  they  also 
acknowledged  that  they  understood  that  we  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
level  of  commitment  to  full  processing  in  the  province.  And  they  were 
asking  us  to  give  an  indication  to  them  more  formally  than  we  have  in 
the  past  as  to  what  would  be  required  so  they  could  assess  whether  or 
not  they  could  accomplish  that  and  proceed  this  year.  So  we're  trying 
to  get  back  to  them  right  now.  We've  indicated  we  would  get  back  to 
them  and  let  them  know  our  bottom  line  in  terms  of  what  level  of  a 
guarantee  for  full  processing  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  would  be 
satisfactory  to  us  that  we  would  be  willing  to  present  to  the  people 
of  the  province  as  being  a good  and  proper  deal  for  the  people  of 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

Ann  Budgell:  Well  what  about  this  deadline  we're  reading  about  in  the 
papers  today  and  then  the  wire  stories , is  there  a deadline  that's 
been  imposed  by  either  side? 

Roger  Grimes:  Only  as  we  understand  it  from  their  point  of  view  our 
discussions  with  them  is  that  for  them  to  get  into  the  construction 
season  in  Labrador  this  year  they  would  need  to  do  some  design  work 
on  the  mine  mill  that  they  propose.  They  would  need  to  procure  some 
equipment  and  materials  some  steel  and  so  on  for  construction.  They 
would  need  to  make  arrangements  for  shipping  into  Labrador  when  the 
shipping  season  starts.  And  for  them  as  we  understand  it  to  meet 
those  kinds  of  targets  and  to  get  work  started  in  Labrador  this  year 
they  would  need  to  have  a firm  answer  and  an  understanding  with  the 
Government  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  that  they  actually  have  a 
project  to  proceed  with  sometime  in  this  month.  And  that  if  we  go 
much  beyond  January  they  tell  us  that  they  will  not  physically  be 
able  to  do  anything  in  the  2000  construction  season.  So  if  there  is  a 
deadline  in  a sense  of  urgency  it's  because  of  the  information  that 
they  give  us  as  to  how  they  may  be  able  to  practically  not  ...  or 
able  to  actually  accomplish  getting  things  done  in  Labrador  this  year. 

Ann  Budgell:  Couldn't  they  be  doing  some  of  that  work  anyway? 

Roger  Grimes:  We  understand  they  have  done  preliminary  work  and  rough 
drafts  but  again  because  all  of  these  things  cost  money  that  once  you 
engage  detailed  architectural  design  and  engineering  firms  you  start 
to  run  up  significant  moneys  and  there  like  any  prudent  company  are 
only  really  willing  to  commit  to  that  kind  of  expenditure  if  they 
know  they  are  actually  going  to  have  a project  to  proceed  with. 

Chris  O' Neill-Yates : So  the  way  things  are  right  now  than,  it  sounds 
as  if  from  what  you're  saying  nothing  much  has  changed  since  the  last 
time  we  heard  anyone  talk  on  this  which  I guess  the  Premier  just 
before  Christmas. 

Roger  Grimes:  That's  correct.  Other  than  that  we  do  owe  them  a 
response,  they  did  commit  in  writing  from  Mr.  Sopco  to  the  Premier 
the  basic  tenants  of  what  they'd  like  to  come  to  the  table  and 
present  to  us  in  a formal  way,  because  we've  never  had  a formal 
discussion  on  this  matter.  And  again  they  do  understand  from  our 
informal  discussions  though  that  what  they  had  been  proposing  so  far 


comes  up  short  at  least  in  the  area  of  a guaranteed  commitment  to 
processing  to  a full  nickel  product  in  this  province.  And  they've 
suggested  too  and  I guess  the  easiest  way  to  say  it  is  that  their 
view  would  be  well  rather  than  them  proposing  what  they  think  might 
be  acceptable  and  then  us  saying  yea  or  no.  If  we  know  exactly  what 
it  is  we  would  agree  to  on  that  issue  would  we  not  be  better  served 
to  tell  them  directly  what  we  require.  They  will  be  able  to  answer 
fairly  quickly  whether  they  can  meet  that  request  or  not  and  then  we 
can  come  to  a conclusion  fairly  quickly  as  to  whether  or  not  we're 
likely  to  have  an  agreement. 

Ann  Budgell:  Mr.  Grimes  how  much  pressure  is  Inco  feeling  here?  How 
desperately  do  they  want  to  start  construction  in  the  year  2000? 

Roger  Grimes:  Well  if  they're  going  to  do  the  project  they  have 
clearly  indicated  that  they  would  like  to  start  this  year.  We  all 
have  to  continue  to  remember  that  Inco  is  a world  wide  based  company 
with  operations  in  many  other  places.  There's  pressure  within  their 
organisation  from  other  operations  in  other  areas  who  would  like  to 
have  the  money  to  spend  there  that  they  plan  to  spend  in  Labrador.  So 
again  if  there  is  pressure  it's  because  their  other  operations  are 
competing  inside  of  Inco  for  the  money  that  is  going  to  be  needed  to 
develop  a plant  and  an  operation  like  Voisey's  Bay.  And  every  year  of 
course  each  one  of  their  operations  is  competing  for  that  allocation 
of  money  within  Inco.  So  they  have  some  deadlines  that  they'd  like  to 
meet.  They  have  to  make  a decision  sometime  very  soon  as  to  whether 
they  are  going  to  be  in  a position  to  spend  money  in  Labrador  which 
they'd  like  to  do  or  whether  they'd  spend  money  elsewhere  because 
they  have  to  make  sure  they  can  get  access  to  nickel  supplies  that 
they  need  for  each  succeeding  year. 

Ann  Budgell:  Okay  Mr.  Grimes  thank  you  for  speaking  with  me  today. 

Roger  Grimes:  My  pleasure  Ann  thank  you. 

Ann  Budgell:  That's  Roger  Grimes  he  is  the  Minister  of  Mines  and  Energy. 
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Voisey's  Bay  decision  imminent 

Fate  of  Inco  project  to  be  decided  within  10  days:  minister 

Keith  Damsell 
Financial  Post 

It's  a crucial  week  for  Inco  Ltd.  and  the  stalled  development  of  the 
Voisey's  Bay  nickel  deposit  in  Labrador. 

The  next  week  to  10  days  "will  determine  whether  or  not  we  will 
resume  formal  negotiations  or  whether  ...  we  decide  to  abandon  the 
project  for  the  foreseeable  future,"  said  Roger  Grimes,  Newfoundland 
and  Labrador  energy  and  mines  minister,  yesterday. 

The  Toronto  firm  must  conclude  a deal  to  develop  the  estimated 
150-million-tonne  nickel  resource  by  spring  if  it  is  to  begin 
construction  in  Dune  when  ice  leaves  the  proposed  mine  site  in 
Labrador . 

Following  a series  of  meetings  between  senior  Inco  management  and 
Newfoundland  officials,  Michael  Sopko,  chairman  and  chief  executive, 
sent  a letter  to  Brian  Tobin,  provincial  premier,  in  mid-December. 

The  letter  contains  Inco's  first  written  proposal  to  build  a 


high-tech  plant  in  the  province  to  process  ore  from  Voisey's  Bay.  Few 
details  are  available  about  the  hydrometallurgical  facility,  a 
promising  but  commercially  unproven  technology.  The  estimated  price 
tag  of  the  25-  to  30-year  development  plan  of  the  mine  and  plant  is 
near  $2-billion. 

"The  province  still  has  some  concerns  about  guarantees  or  certainty 
around  when  the  processing  to  full  nickel  production  in  Newfoundland 
and  Labrador  would  actually  commence  and  what  might  happen  in  the 
eventuality  that  there  may  be  technical  difficulties,"  said  Mr. 

Grimes.  "We  are  now  trying  to  formalize  a written  response  to  Mr. 

Sopko  because  he  indicated  that  if  we  could  find  some  resolution  to 
that  final  point  of  contention  ...  we  could  actually  return  to  formal 
negotiations . " 

Newfoundland  wants  all  nickel  from  Voisey's  Bay  processed  in  the 
province.  Talks  broke  down  in  Duly,  1998,  when  Inco  reneged  on  its 
plan  to  build  a smelter  and  refinery  in  Newfoundland. 

If  the  framework  of  a deal  comes  together,  Inco  is  expected  to  move 
quickly  to  conclude  key  impact  and  benefit  agreements  with  native 
interests  in  Voisey's  Bay.  Agreements  are  "more  or  less  in  place" 
with  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  and  the  Innu  Nation  regarding 
environmental  concerns,  revenue  sharing,  jobs  and  contracting,  said  a 
source  close  to  the  negotiations. 

"The  major  stumbling  block  right  now  is  the  fact  there  is  no 
agreement  between  the  province  and  the  company,"  said  Chesley 
Andersen,  mineral  resource  advisor  to  the  5,000  member  LIA. 
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Ancient  Ruins  of  Hovenweep  Settlement  Document 

Life  in  Utah  1,000  Years  Ago 

BY  HANNAH  WOLFSON 

c.  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

12/28/99 

HOVENWEEP  NATIONAL  MONUMENT  --  It's  hard  to  imagine  anyone  building  a 
city  in  this  parched  valley,  where  jack  rabbits  scrabble  between  scrubby 
sage  and  a trickle  of  water  means  the  difference  between  life  and  death. 

But  this  is  where  the  ancient  Puebloans  constructed  one  of  their 
grandest  settlements  a millennium  ago,  with  elaborate  stone  buildings, 
terraced  farms  and  dams  to  capture  the  desert  streams. 

As  we  contemplate  our  own  legacy  for  the  new  millennium,  Hovenweep 's 
towers  stand  as  a testament  to  life  here  a thousand  years  ago,  proof  that 
a people  thrived  under  the  desert's  immense  blue  sky. 

"They  probably  had  the  same  goals  we  do  of  being  happy  and  raising 
children  to  be  the  best  they  could  be,"  said  Pam  Miller,  curator  of 
archaeology  at  the  Prehistoric  Museum  at  the  College  of  Eastern  Utah.  "And 
they  had  worries,  if  the  crops  were  going  to  ripen  or  if  the  animals  were 
going  to  be  there. " 

Historians  think  the  tribe  that  built  the  delicate  stone  towers  along 
Hovenweep' s desert  bluffs  was  a northern  branch  of  the  Anasazi,  best  known 
for  their  elaborate  cliff  villages  in  Mesa  Verde,  Colo.  (Their  living 
descendants,  the  Pueblo  Indians,  prefer  the  term  ancestral  Puebloans, 
because  the  Navajo  word  "Anasazi"  can  mean  "ancient  ones"  or  "ancient 
enemies,"  depending  on  pronunciation.)  Yet  little  else  is  known  about  how 
the  cultures  of  the  ancient  Southwest  and  Great  Basin  developed  --  or  why 
they  disappeared  around  1300  A.D. 

The  Anasazi 's  ancestors  lived  as  wandering  hunters  and  gatherers  as  far 
back  as  6000  B.C.  They  started  growing  corn  to  supplement  their  nomadic 


life  in  the  last  two  centuries  before  Christ,  and  settled  into  villages 
some  time  after  that. 

At  around  the  same  time,  the  Fremont  --  who  may  or  may  not  have  been 
related  to  the  Anasazi  --  were  planting  beans,  corn  and  squash  in  the 
northern  fields  of  Utah,  Colorado  and  Nevada  while  staying  mobile  enough 
to  hunt. 

The  two  cultures  lived  in  pit  houses:  large  square  rooms  dug  waist-deep 
into  the  earth,  then  covered  with  thick  earth  roofs.  By  about  700  A.D., 
both  tribes  had  developed  large  communal  pit  houses  called  "kivas,"  which 
archaeologists  think  were  used  for  religious  ceremonies  or  political 
meetings . 

And  by  the  turn  of  the  millennium,  the  groups  in  the  warm  southwestern 
canyons  were  building  multistoried  houses  out  of  thick  sandstone  blocks, 
expanding  their  crops  and  tending  domesticated  turkeys  and  dogs.  The 
Fremont  even  developed  their  own  hardy  breed  of  corn,  much  as  plant 
geneticists  have  today. 

In  their  spare  time,  they  produced  baskets  and  pottery  and  wove  the 
delicate  sandals  that  modern  hikers  occasionally  stumble  over  in  long- 
forgotten  canyons.  They  developed  a system  for  choosing  leaders,  an 
elaborate  culture  of  generosity  and  gift-giving,  and  kept  order  without 
needing  a system  of  law. 

If  a map  of  Utah  today  was  placed  over  one  depicting  Utah  then,  said 
state  archaeologist  Kevin  Dones,  the  ancient  Anasazi  and  Fremont  pueblos 
would  roughly  match  up  with  modern  urban  centers  along  the  Wasatch  Front, 
through  the  fertile  Utah  Valley  and  south  into  the  San  Rafael  Swell  and 
Four  Corners  area. 

Indeed,  there  probably  were  about  as  many  people  living  in  the  driest 
areas  of  the  Southwest  then  as  there  are  now. 

"Most  of  the  population  1,000  years  ago  was  probably  in  areas  where  we 
have  lots  of  population  today,  mainly  because  those  are  good  places  to 
live  because  of  the  availability  of  water  and  suitability  of  farmland," 
Hones  said.  "That's  where  the  pioneers  settled,  too." 

And  like  the  Western  pioneers  of  more  recent  history,  those  ancient 
settlers  had  a network  of  trade  set  up  across  the  Great  Basin,  Miller  said. 
Her  studies  of  Fremont  settlements  near  Price  have  turned  up  Anasazi 
pottery,  turquoise  from  the  Southwest,  obsidian  from  Montana  and  even 
seashells  from  the  Gulf  of  California. 

"I  think  the  mistake  we  make  is  thinking  these  are  small  isolated  groups 
and  I think  they  were  very  much  in  contact,  possibly  across  the  whole 
country  north  to  south,"  Miller  said.  Along  with  trading  objects  and 
treasures,  she  thinks  the  groups  shared  ideas  for  new  technology. 

That  point  is  hard  to  prove,  because  Utah's  ancient  residents  left  no 
written  language.  But  they  did  leave  a legacy  of  rock  art,  haunting 
figures  scratched  into  the  state's  sandstone  cliffs. 

About  60  miles  from  Hovenweep,  at  Newspaper  Rock  State  Park,  the  shapes 
of  elk  with  giant  antlers,  a herd  of  tiny  deer,  and  broad-shouldered  men 
with  horns  on  their  heads  dot  a massive  rock  outcropping.  In  between  are 
lines  of  footprints,  marks  that  look  like  hooves,  and  cryptic  circles  that 
could  be  either  road  signs  or  antediluvian  doodles. 

The  panel  is  thought  to  go  back  as  far  as  2,000  years,  with  overlapping 
drawings  from  the  Anasazi,  Fremont,  and  19th  Century  depictions  of  Navajos 
on  horseback.  The  initials  of  modern  vandals  are  also  carved  into  the 
smooth  cliff  face. 

Archaeologists  and  casual  visitors  can  only  speculate  about  what  the 
oldest  drawings  might  mean.  Some  think  they  are  a trail  map  of  Utah  1,000 
years  ago.  Others  say  they  are  the  boasts  of  ancient  hunters,  bravado 
stories  of  elk  tracked  or  buffalo  killed.  And  still  others  feel  the 
pictographs,  like  our  own  newspapers,  documented  a culture's  current 
events . 

But  historians  say  there  is  still  another  option.  Like  our  own  art 
galleries,  the  pictures  could  document  the  core  beliefs  of  a people  we  may 
never  understand.  Like  Hovenweep 's  crumbling  towers,  they  might  offer  a 
glimpse  into  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people  who  walked  this  earth  a 
millennium  ago. 

"You  realize  there's  a rich  cultural  expression  that's  going  on  there,  a 


very  rich  artistic  flavor/'  Hones  said.  "It's  very  elaborate  and  very 
mysterious  in  many  ways. ' 
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RESEARCHERS  ON  TRAIL  OF  LOST  CIVILIZATION 

1,000-YEAR-OLD  SOCIETY  OF  MOUNDS  WAS  UNLIKE  OTHERS  OF  ITS  TIME 
c.  Associated  Press 
December  24,  1999 

CAHOKIA  MOUNDS  STATE  HISTORIC  SITE,  111.  More  than  1,000  years  ago,  a 
group  of  Native  Americans  reached  down  into  the  fertile  soil  of  the 
Mississippi  River  Valley,  scooped  the  dark  earth  into  wooden  baskets  and 
began  building  a civilization  of  unprecedented  proportions. 

To  this  day,  their  mark  remains  vivid  against  the  remnants  of  Illinois' 
ancient  prairie  --an  earthen  mound  of  startling  dimensions,  14  acres 
across,  100  feet  high,  filled  with  22  million  cubic  feet  of  dirt. 

It  is  Monks  Mound,  and  it  lies  at  the  heart  of  what  was  once  the  largest 
metropolis  north  of  Mexico--a  thriving  city  of  perhaps  20,000  people  at 
the  center  of  a trade  network  that  extended  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
Michigan  and  east  to  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  and  beyond. 

It  grew  up  in  a flash,  blossomed  and  then--just  as  suddenly--declined  in 
disease,  hunger,  environmental  degradation  and  conflict.  By  the  time 
European  visitors  first  reached  the  area,  the  mounds  and  great  plazas  that 
set  this  civilization  apart  from  its  predecessors  had  been  abandoned.  Now 
known  as  Cahokia  Mounds,  the  site  is  located  near  Collinsville,  about  12 
miles  east  of  St.  Louis. 

Shadows  of  the  mounds'  makers  remain  with  us,  their  mythology  and 
lifestyle  evident  in  any  number  of  native  tribes.  But  just  who  they  were, 
why  their  culture  rose  so  quickly  and  why  it  fell  remain  tantalizing 
mysteries . 

"There's  absolutely  no  question  that  something  very  unusual  and  very 
important  happened  at  Cahokia,"  said  Hon  Muller,  a Southern  Illinois 
University  archeologist  who  has  studied  the  mound-building  culture  for  33 
years.  "The  big  question  is  what." 

The  Mississippians--archaeologists ' name  for  the  people  who  built  Cahoki 
and  a network  of  similar  but  much  smaller  mounds  throughout  the  southeast- 
may  be  the  most  well-known  "lost  people"  in  the  world. 

Their  temples,  warehouses,  homes  and  garbage  pits  have  been  extensively 
studied,  painstakingly  recreated  and  probed  for  similarities  to  historic 
Native  American  cultures. 

Archaeologists  know  they  were  small  in  stature  and  died  young,  but 
suffered  few  warlike  injuries.  They  know  the  Mississippians  practiced 
ritual  sacrifice. 

They  lived  in  square  thatched-roof  homes  arranged  in  neat  rows 
surrounding  a 40-acre  plaza  at  the  foot  of  Monks  Mound--one  of  120  mounds 
that  served  as  ceremonial  sites,  residences  and  tombs  for  Cahokia 's 
leaders  and  servants. 

Their  city  was  surrounded  in  part  by  two  miles  of  stockade  fence,  15 
feet  high,  and  included  a sun  calendar  made  of  wooden  posts  known  as 
Woodhenge. 

Cahokia  went  from  a fairly  mundane  village  of  hunter-gatherers  to  a 
complex,  crowded  community  in  as  little  as  a few  decades- -an  unprecedented 
time  scale  for  prehistoric  societies  and  a highly  unusual  form  of 
organization  for  early  Native  Americans,  said  Timothy  Pauketat,  a 
University  of  Illinois  archeologist  who  specializes  in  the  site's  origins. 

"Why  would  people  go  along  with  this?  It  really  would  have  been 
something  that  was  so  different,"  he  said. 


There  are  no  signs  of  disease  or  malnourishment  that  might  drive 
residents  to  band  together,  no  evidence  of  major  upheaval.  All  Pauketat 
can  surmise  is  that  a charismatic  leader  with  a grand  vision  for  his 
people  was  behind  the  settlement's  meteoric  rise. 

"You  have  to  think  about  it  almost  in  terms  of  a messianic  movement," 
Pauketat  said.  "There  was  something  very  appealing  that  went  very  beyond 
their  already  OK  lifestyles." 

That  suggests  a complex,  hierarchical  society--one  more  complicated  than 
previously  seen  in  prehistoric  North  American  cultures,  Pauketat  said. 

But  not  everyone  subscribes  to  such  grand  theories  about  Mississippian 
culture. 

Muller,  the  SIU  archeologist,  believes  archaeologists  have  overestimated 
the  size,  scope  and  complexity  of  the  culture  and  disputes  conventional 
suggestions  that  the  leader  of  the  civilization  was  an  all-powerful  ruler 
who  administered  a complex  economic  system. 

"That  was  a nice  story,  but  it's  just  not  supported,"  he  said. 

Muller  also  believes  theories  of  economic  specialization  have  been 
overblown . 

He  points  to  archaeological  evidence  from  Cahokia's  main  salt  source,  a 
southeastern  Illinois  salt  spring  that  bears  no  trace  of  permanent 
encampment,  standardized  equipment  or  high-volume  production--all  of  which 
Muller  said  would  be  expected  in  a specialized  economy. 

Whatever  their  differences  regarding  Cahokia's  heyday,  archaeologists 
agree  something  awful  happened  no  more  than  200  years  after  the  settlement 
began  its  remarkable  rise. 

Skeletal  remains  show  evidence  of  increasing  disease  and  injury  in 
Cahokia's  final  years,  contributing  to  a rapid  decline. 

Some  archaeologists  believe  a climate  change  may  have  reduced  crop  yields 
while  others  point  to  the  stockade  construction  as  evidence  of  possible 
threats  and  political  upheaval.  Soil  exhaustion  from  over-farming  has  also 
been  suggested,  said  William  Iseminger,  an  archeologist  who  works  at 
Cahokia  with  the  Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency. 

Cahokia's  inhabitants  began  moving  away  by  1200  A.D.,  leaving  the  site 
abandoned  well  before  Europeans  arrived. 

It's  unclear  where  they  went,  but  archaeologists  say  many  were  likely 
absorbed  by  other  tribes.  Some  current  tribes  still  practice  the  same 
harvest  ceremonies,  play  the  same  games  and  enjoy  the  same  feast  foods 
that  marked  Cahokian  culture  1,000  years  ago. 

"There  are  still  shades  of  Cahokia,"  Pauketat  said.  "You  just  have  to 
know  where  to  look." 
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What's  next  for  Canada's  aboriginals? 

The  main  issues  have  not  changed;  maybe  it's  time  Canada  did 
By  Sue  Bailey 
Canadian  Press 
12/29/99 

OKA,  Que.  - A still  summer  morning  in  Quebec  was  shattered  on  Duly  11, 
1990,  with  a blast  of  gunfire  that  pockmarked  The  Pines. 

For  months,  Mohawks  of  Kanesatake  had  kept  the  tourist  town  of  Oka,  west 
of  Montreal,  from  levelling  the  majestic  stretch  of  trees  to  extend  a golf 
course. 

The  land,  claimed  the  Mohawks  as  they  had  for  centuries,  was  theirs  to 
use  as  a cemetery. 

There  was  nothing  new  in  that  argument. 

What  shocked  the  country  and  threw  into  stark  relief  decades  of  racist 


oppression  was  the  tiny  reserve's  blunt  refusal  to  budge. 

When  Oka  called  in  provincial  police  to  storm  the  native  barricades  and 
allow  the  bulldozers  through,  the  resulting  20-second  crossfire  left  Cpl. 
Marcel  Lemay  dead. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  a 78-day  armed  standoff  that  would  see  masked 
natives  stare  down  army  soldiers  as  debate  over  aboriginal  rights  raged 
across  Canada. 

This  was  the  violent  outburst  that  native  leaders  had  warily  forecast  as 
politicians  ignored  the  warnings. 

"Oka  made  people  realize  aboriginal  issues  are  for  real,"  says  Barry 
Bonspille,  who  works  for  the  Kanesatake  Mohawk  Roundtable. 

"Some  of  us  are  not  out  of  sight  and  out  of  mind.  Some  of  us  are  right 
on  the  main  highway.  And  if  mainstream  society  doesn't  like  that,  they  can 
move  their  highway." 

The  Oka  Crisis  started  over  a golf  course  but  its  roots  reach  back  100 
years  and  more,  tracing  a sorry  history  of  discrimination  that  has  been 
the  First  Nations  experience  this  century. 

The  land  now  called  Canada  has  been  inhabited  for  thousands  of  years  by 
aboriginal  people  - mistakenly  called  Indians  by  the  first  European 
arrivals  - who  hunted,  gathered  and  were  grouped  by  intricate  social  and 
political  customs. 

Along  with  those  first  described  as  Indians,  Canada  has  long  been  home 
to  the  Inuit  people  of  the  Arctic's  frozen  coast  and  islands,  and  the 
Metis  - descendants  of  native  people  who  married  European  newcomers. 

In  traditional  times.  Aboriginal  peoples  shared  a profound  spiritual 
connection  to  their  territory  and  its  creatures,  expressed  through  deep 
respect  for  the  natural  world. 

Contact  with  European  settlers  in  the  18th  and  19th  centuries  forever 
tainted  this  way  of  life  as  the  introduction  of  alcohol,  foreign  diseases 
and  firearms  destroyed  customs  that  had  been  unchanged  for  generations. 

Historian  John  Milloy,  who  teaches  native  studies  at  Trent  University  in 
Peterborough,  Ont.,  says  the  newcomers  gradually  overtook  and  colonized 
natives  in  a creeping  pattern. 

By  1900,  colonization  of  native  communities  ranged  from  entrenched 
reserve  systems  on  the  East  Coast  and  in  Ontario,  to  limited  contact  with 
far-flung  aboriginal  peoples  in  more  remote  regions. 

Natives  hemmed  in  on  reserves  were  sometimes  compensated  for  loss  of 
territory,  but  treaties  often  went  partially  or  entirely  unfulfilled.  Many 
are  outstanding  to  this  day. 

The  political  approach  to  the  "Indian  Problem"  was  assimilation,  and  it 
began  in  earnest  in  the  1870s  with  residential  schools. 

By  the  turn  of  the  century,  thousands  of  native  children  had  been  placed 
in  institutions  where  their  culture  and  language  were  shunned.  Many  were 
punished  for  speaking  their  native  tongue  in  a system  that  wouldn't  be 
abolished  until  the  1970s. 

"It  was  an  effective  tool  because  it  took  children  from  the  influence  of 
their  families  and  communities,"  says  Phil  Fontaine,  national  chief  of  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations. 

"Children  were  not  allowed  to  learn  about  themselves.  The  history  that 
was  taught  was  about  Europeans  and  how  they  came  to  discover  this  part  of 
the  world  and  settle  it." 

Like  many  former  students  before  and  since,  Fontaine  went  public  in  the 
spring  of  1991  with  allegations  that  he  endured  years  of  physical  and 
sexual  abuse  at  a Catholic-run  residential  school  in  Manitoba. 

Native  leaders  often  blame  the  residential  school  experience  for  much  of 
the  social  chaos  that  has  plagued  their  communities  since. 

Rates  of  suicide,  substance  abuse  and  incarceration  are  many  times  that 
of  the  non-native  population. 

Rather  than  making  First  Nations  dark-skinned  versions  of  whites, 
assimilation  failed  in  most  cases.  Native  people  were  still  utterly 
distinct  from  Canadians,  but  poverty  and  social  dysfunction  now  also  set 
them  apart. 

Organized  protest  against  this  injustice  gathered  strength  after  native 
veterans  returned  from  World  War  I. 

It  boiled  up  again  after  World  War  II  so  that  a Senate  and  Commons 


committee  held  hearings  from  1946-48  to  consider  changes  to  the  Indian  Act. 

Introduced  in  1876,  the  act  was  oppressive  enough  that  some  Indian 
agents  issued  passes  governing  when  reserve  residents  could  come  and  go. 

A shocked  public  learned  during  the  committee  process  about  squalid 
reserves  that  lacked  even  the  most  basic  sanitation.  Many  had  no  running 
water  or  electricity,  and  houses  were  often  little  more  than  shacks. 

Native  leaders  also  decried  how  arbitrarily  and  unfairly  the  government 
stripped  their  people  of  Indian  status.  For  example,  native  women  who 
married  non-native  men  automatically  lost  their  status. 

Poor  health  and  education  standards  were  also  protested,  and  it  was 
revealed  that  8,000  aboriginal  children  lacked  any  access  to  school. 

The  government  responded  by  releasing  in  1951  an  amended  Indian  Act, 
very  much  like  the  old  one. 

Discriminatory  status  rules  would  not  be  changed  until  1985  when  Bill  C- 
31  restored  lost  status  to  many  and  wiped  out  the  most  sexist  practices. 

Social  and  economic  conditions  slightly  improved,  and  First  Nations  were 
given  the  right  to  vote  in  federal  elections  in  1960. 

Another  groundswell  of  native  and  public  outrage  was  unleashed  in  1969 
when  lean  Chretien,  then  Indian  affairs  minister,  presented  a white  paper. 

It  called  for  a repeal  of  the  Indian  Act  to  end  federal  responsibility 
for  First  Nations  and  eliminate  their  special  status. 

Much  as  the  act  was  hated,  native  leaders  were  unwilling  to  relinquish 
what  protections  it  offered. 

They  received  unexpected  support  from  an  anti-government  backlash  that 
helped  force  the  white  paper's  withdrawal. 

And  in  1973,  Ottawa  recognized  two  broad  classes  of  native  claims, 
comprehensive  and  specific,  after  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  agreed  that 
aboriginal  title  exists  in  Canadian  law. 

Flundreds  of  claims  - including  one  to  the  land  on  which  the  high  court 
sits  -are  now  moving  through  the  sluggish  negotiation  process. 

The  price  tag  to  settle  them  all  would  be  in  the  billions,  but  native 
leaders  have  often  stressed  they're  not  out  to  break  the  Canadian  bank. 

They  want  a fair  share,  says  Fontaine.  "And  people  should  understand 
that  what  we  are  talking  about  are  our  rights  that  are  expressed  in  the 
(Constitution).  We're  not  talking  about  privilege." 

Today,  Canada's  total  aboriginal  population  is  estimated  at  1.4  million, 
comprising  610  First  Nations  with  52  distinct  cultural  groups. 

The  native  population  is  growing  at  about  twice  the  over-all  Canadian 
rate.  >From  1999  to  2009  the  status  Indian  population  is  expected  to  grow 
by  19  per  cent,  compared  to  about  10  per  cent  for  the  total  Canadian 
population . 

And  native  communities  are  relatively  young,  with  more  than  60  per  cent 
of  reserve  residents  under  30. 

The  number  of  aboriginals  attending  university  or  college  has  soared  to 
27,000  today  from  80  in  1969,  and  First  Nations  run  20,000  small 
businesses  across  Canada. 

As  the  21st  century  dawns,  native  leaders  stress  the  need  for  economic 
power  to  lower  aboriginal  jobless  rates  averaging  about  50  per  cent. 

"We  have  political  power  but  we  don't  have  economic  power,"  says 
Fontaine . 

Cultural  revitalization  will  also  be  key.  "Anybody  who  loses  control  of 
their  language  and  culture  is  weak  and  subject  to  depression,"  says  David 
Ahenakew,  formerly  head  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  and  the 
Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations. 

"We  have  to  lead  our  people  and  restore  our  family  units.  Take  control 
of  your  life,  and  you  start  automatically  healing. 

"The  residential  school  thing  is  becoming  a God  damned  crutch." 

Decolonization  at  the  dawn  of  2000  is  as  much  a reality  as  colonization 
was  100  years  ago,  says  Milloy. 

Native  victories  - the  creation  of  Nunavut  or  the  Nisga'a  land-claim 
treaty  -are  punctuated  by  defeats  as  other  First  Nations  lose  their 
individual  battles. 

"The  rights  just  differ  depending  on  where  you  are,"  says  Milloy. 

The  provinces,  Ottawa  and  natives  have  tried  to  define  aboriginal  rights 
since  the  Constitution  repatriation  in  1982  specifically  recognized  them. 


"We  failed  to  agree  on  anything/'  says  Milloy.  "If  we  could  sit  in 
Ottawa  and  decide  on  things  ...  we  could  have  had  some  general  progress. 

"Now  it's  broken  down  to  the  skirmishes  and  decolonizing  opportunities 
that  exist  in  each  place." 

For  the  Nisga'a  nation  of  British  Columbia,  there  is  a chance  after  more 
than  112  years  of  bargaining. 

A historic  land-claim  treaty  gives  about  5,000  Nisga'a  $253-million  in 
cash,  2,000  square  kilometres  of  land  in  northwestern  British  Columbia  and 
self-government  powers. 

The  deal's  passage  won't  automatically  lift  his  people  from  the  "Indian- 
Act  rut,"  said  Doe  Gosnell,  president  of  the  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council. 

He  grew  old  at  the  negotiating  table  after  taking  over  from  relatives 
who  started  treaty  talks  last  century. 

"We'll  have  to  dig  and  work  our  way  out  of  it,  but  at  least  we'll  have 
the  tools  to  do  it. 

"We  can't  do  a worse  job  than  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs." 

"RE : Yakama  Tribe  and  Alcohol  Tax"  

Date:  Sun,  9 Dan  2000  17:03:06  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Yakama  Tribe  & Alcohol  Tax 

Seattle  Times:  State  urged  to  sue  tribe  over  alcohol  tax 
Friday,  Danuary  7,  2000,  03:21  a.m.  PST 
by  The  Associated  Press 

YAKIMA  - Yakima  County  Prosecutor  Deff  Sullivan  is  asking  the 
state  to  sue  the  Yakama  Indian  Nation  over  its  controversial  new  tax 
on  alcohol  that  went  into  effect  this  week. 

A lawsuit  eventually  could  lead  to  a federal  judgment  on  the 
legality  of  the  tax  on  wine,  beer  and  hard  liquor  sold  within  the 
reservation,  he  said. 

At  issue  is  whether  the  tribe  can  levy  a tax  that  affects  non- 
Indians  without  violating  federal  laws. 

"I'm  not  sure  they  can  impose  a tax  on  people  who  have  no  vote  in 
their  government  and  aren't  subject  to  tribal  laws,"  Sullivan  said. 

Yakama  officials  could  not  be  reached  immediately  for  comment. 

Attorney  General  Christine  Gregoire  did  not  respond  to  Sullivan's 
request,  but  she  sent  a letter  yesterday  to  Tribal  Council  Chairman 
Lonnie  Selam  Sr.,  asking  the  Yakamas  to  accept  Gov.  Gary  Locke's 
request  to  meet  and  work  out  their  differences. 

Gregoire  said  she  strongly  believes  that  the  issue  will  best  be 
resolved  "government  to  government."  The  attorney  general  also  asked 
the  tribe  to  consider  several  federal-court  cases  and  federal  laws 
that  she  said  "call  into  question"  the  Yakama  Nation's  ability  to  tax 
non-Indians . 

Tribal  officials  have  said  money  generated  from  the  tax  would  help 
battle  alcoholism  on  the  reservation  and  help  get  drunken  drivers  off 
the  roads. 

The  tax,  for  instance,  would  add  $2.40  to  the  cost  for  a six-pack 
of  beer.  The  tribe  also  is  requiring  a $5,000  licensing  fee  for 
alcohol  distributors . 

Sullivan  said  the  county  doesn't  have  the  legal  grounds  to  sue  the 
tribe  over  the  tax.  He  has  spoken  with  Gregoire  and  cited  a court 
case  that  he  said  allows  the  state  to  sue. 
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Indian  tags  a mixed  bag 
By  S.E.  RUCKMAN 
c.  Tulsa  World 
1/3/00 

Tags  create  revenue  but  aren't  without  drawbacks  Roberta  Lewis  is  a 
practical  person.  When  renewing  her  car  tag,  she  decided  to  buy  a tribal 
tag  for  a couple  of  reasons. 

One  of  them  was  pride  in  having  a tag  announcing  her  Kiowa  tribal 
affiliation . 

The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  employee  from  Tulsa  said  the  other 
reason  took  little  contemplation. 

"When  I lived  out  of  state,  my  tag  cost  $500  for  the  first  year,"  she 
said.  "My  tribal  tag  cost  $115  a year.  There's  no  excise  tax  and  next  year 
it  will  be  $89." 

In  the  six  years  since  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  favor  of  Oklahoma 
tribes'  right  to  tag  members'  vehicles,  tribal  tags  have  become  a mixed 
bag  for  tribal  officials,  members  and  the  state  say. 

Of  Oklahoma's  39  federally  recognized  Indian  tribes,  18  use  a tribal 
license  plate  program,  which  they  control.  Last  year,  about  21,500  tribal 
members  purchased  car  tags  sold  by  tribes  in  the  state.  At  the  end  of  1999, 
the  number  is  expected  to  tally  around  30,000  Indian  car  tags. 

Barbara  Warner,  executive  director  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Affairs 
Commission,  said  because  tribes  are  not  required  to  provide  information  to 
the  state,  the  exact  number  of  tags  is  hard  to  determine. 

The  revenue  from  tribal  tags  last  year  amounted  to  a little  over  $2 
million  collectively  for  the  tribes,  according  to  the  commission.  Warner 
said  revenue  lost  from  tribal  tags  totals  less  than  2 percent  of  the 
revenue  collected  by  the  Oklahoma  Tax  Commission  for  tags. 

"It's  a drop  in  the  bucket,"  she  said.  "That  should  help  people  rest 
assured  that  it's  not  beaucoup  of  money  being  taken  away  from  the  state." 

The  state  earned  $277  million  from  automobile  registrations  during  the 
1999  fiscal  year. 

But  the  issue  of  revenue  gained  or  lost  is  not  the  state's  only  concern, 
said  Kirke  Kickingbird,  the  governor's  special  counsel  for  Indian  affairs. 

Kickingbird,  a Kiowa  attorney,  said  when  the  state  sponsored  a tribal 
tag  forum  in  February,  the  response  from  tribal  officials  was  mixed. 

"At  first,  it  was  a matter  of  the  tribes  thinking,  'Oh  no,  what  is  the 
state  doing  to  the  tribes  again?'  then  it  was,  'Hmmmm.'  They  had  not 
thought  of  some  of  the  complications  involved,"  he  said. 

Kickingbird  said  some  secondary  tag  issues  include  staffing  costs  for  a 
tribe  to  run  a tag  agency,  in  addition  to  law  enforcement  issues. 

"When  an  OHP  trooper  runs  a tribal  tag,  there  is  the  issue  of  whether 
the  tag  is  legitimate  because  many  of  the  tribes'  tax  commissions  differ 
on  requirements,"  he  said. 

But  the  tribes  have  been  willing  to  work  toward  solving  some  of  the 
problems,  Kickingbird  said.  The  Muscogee  Creek  Nation,  the  state's  largest 
tribal  tag  issuer,  is  considering  working  with  other  tribes  on  their  law 
enforcement  concerns,  Kickingbird  said. 

The  tribal  tag  program  has  seen  rapid  growth. 

Craig  Mosquito,  tribal  tag  agent  for  the  Muscogee  Creek  nation,  said  the 
tribe  has  tagged  about  16,000  vehicles  this  year,  more  than  twice  the 
number  of  cars  tagged  in  the  previous  year. 

A tag  program  operated  by  one  of  the  smaller  tribes,  the  Iowa  tribe,  has 
more  than  doubled  in  the  same  two-  year  span.  A year  ago,  the  tribe 
reported  issuing  30  tags.  This  year,  it  issued  89. 

Sac  and  Fox  treasurer  Truman  Carter,  whose  tribe  began  the  fight  to  tag 
tribal  members'  cars,  said  the  tribe  expects  to  issue  500  tags  this  year. 

"We  maintain  the  state  lacks  the  authority  to  impose  tax  upon  an 


Indian's  property  on  Indian  land,  that  being  their  cars/'  he  said. 

Warner  said  the  average  amount  collected  per  vehicle  on  tribal  car  tags 
amounted  to  $197,  not  including  motorcycles  or  recreational  vehicles. 

With  tax  commission  rules  and  regulations  varying  from  tribe  to  tribe, 
getting  a tribal  tag  can  also  be  a mixed  bag.  Tribal  tag  charges  vary 
widely,  with  at  least  one  tribe  charging  more  than  the  state. 

For  example,  the  Wichita  and  Affiliated  tribes  charge  a fee,  preferring 
not  to  call  it  a tax.  Their  fee  on  a 1999  Dodge  Ram  pickup  with  a $30,000 
sticker  price  will  cost  a member  $172.  The  tribe's  tax  commissioner  said 
the  way  the  tribe  has  it  figured,  it  will  cost  a member  $195  maximum  for  a 
tag.  The  Western  tribe  does  not  charge  an  excise  tax. 

A tag  for  a Muscogee  Creek  license  plate  will  cost  $407  for  the  same 
type  of  vehicle,  while  the  state  would  charge  $274. 

Warner  said  the  discrepancies  are  to  be  expected,  with  no  two  tribes 
having  the  same  fee  schedule.  Some  tribes  may  charge  a 1 percent  excise 
tax,  in  addition  to  the  title  fee,  Warner  said. 

To  tag  or  not  to  tag 

The  question  for  many  tribes  remains:  to  tag  or  not  to  tag.  Both  small 
and  large  tribes  have  decided  not  to  issue  tags,  but  for  different  reasons 

At  first,  the  Miami  Tribe  was  like  many  tribes  emboldened  by  the  1993 
Supreme  Court  ruling  that  paved  the  way  for  the  state's  rainbow  of  tribal 
tags.  But  the  tribe  stopped  issuing  tribal  tags  to  its  members  last  year. 

Les  Cusher,  executive  director  of  the  tribe,  said  the  tribe's 
interpretation  of  the  Indian  car  tag  law  is  that  tribal  members  must  live 
on  tribal  trust  property. 

"We  issued  200  to  300  tags.  We're  a small  tribe,"  Cusher  said.  "We 
decided  since  none  of  our  tribal  members  lived  on  trust  property,  that  law 
did  not  apply  to  us  to  tag  anything  but  tribal  cars." 

Cusher  said  the  tribe  issues  its  own  tags  for  tribal  vehicles  used  for 
business  purposes,  but  no  others. 

Officials  with  the  Ottawa  tribe  said  they  decided  not  to  create  a tag 
program  because  the  tribe  interpreted  the  law  in  the  same  way. 

John  "Rocky"  Barrett,  chairman  of  the  Citizens  Potawatomi  Nation  in 
Shawnee,  said  his  tribe  also  has  opted  not  to  tag  tribal  member  vehicles. 

His  tribe  of  25,800  members  does  tag  vehicles  used  for  tribal  business, 
he  said. 

Interpretation  has  been  one  of  the  confusing  aspects  rising  out  of  the 
court  decision  allowing  tribal  tags,  Kickingbird  said. 

The  court's  ambiguous  definition  of  what  constitutes  "tribal  land"  has 
caused  confusion. 

Kickingbird  said  some  tribes  have  used  the  state's  definition  of  Indian 
land  to  determine  the  boundaries  that  apply  to  members  seeking  tribal  tags 

In  the  Indian  tax  credit  or  Watkins  amendment,  the  original  definition 
of  what  constitutes  Indian  land  applies  to  nearly  three-fourths  of 
Oklahoma . 

The  Supreme  Court  ruling  states  that  license  plates  may  be  issued  for 
cars  used  on  land  held  in  trust  or  on  land  denoted  as  Indian  country.  It 
stipulates  unless  Congress  states  otherwise,  a state  does  not  have  the 
right  to  tax  tribal  members  for  tags  if  the  members  live  or  work  in  Indian 
country. 

Cherokee  tags? 

When  it  comes  to  Indian  tags,  the  biggest  players  have  not  stepped  onto 
the  field.  The  Chickasaw,  Choctaw  and  Cherokee  tribes,  which  decidedly 
outnumber  other  tribes  in  enrollment,  have  not  started  tag  programs. 

But  that  may  soon  change  for  the  Cherokees,  a tribe  with  200,000  members 
Mary  Cooksey,  former  secretary  of  the  Cherokee  National  Council,  said  her 
tribe  has  been  open  to  the  idea  of  a tribal  tag  for  years.  She  remains 
hopeful  tags  will  be  approved  by  the  new  Cherokee  government. 

"We  have  been  looking  at  this  issue  for  some  time,"  she  said.  "Some 
people  are  afraid  it  would  take  money  away  from  the  education  system. 

"Whatever  we  do,  we  know  we  would  have  to  work  with  the  state.  We  do  not 
want  to  alienate  the  state." 

Sen.  leff  Rabon,  D-Hugo,  is  thinking  along  the  same  line.  As  chairman  of 


the  tribal  relations  committee  for  the  state  Senate,  he  agrees  the  issue 
of  tribal  tags  within  the  state  is  an  important  one. 

Rabon  said  he  is  aware  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  on  tribal  tags  is 
minimal  in  comparison  to  the  state's  tag  revenue,  but  he  worries  about  the 
larger  tribes  jumping  into  the  ring. 

If  the  bigger  tribes  decide  to  create  tags  for  their  members,  then  he 
believes  the  state  stands  to  lose  more  significant  amounts  of  money.  Rabon 
said  that  could  threaten  education  funding  for  the  state. 

"Every  year  we  don't  pass  an  excise  tax  relief  bill,  you  will  see  more 
tribal  tags,"  he  said.  "That's  why  you  see  a lot  of  tribal  tags;  state 
tags  are  too  high." 

"RE : Message  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Dan  2000  12:59:31  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : FWD:  Message  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy 

From:  SENAA  (hfcbuma@wanadoo.nl) 

Subject:  FWD:  Message  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy 

People  interested  in  the  Spiritual  United  Nations  message  of  the  Iroquois 
Confederacy  after  which  the  US  system  of  government  was  inaccurately 
patterned  by  Benjamin  Franklin  and  the  Founding  Fathers  (they  left  out  key 
points:  all  the  men  leaders  are  chosen  by  the  women  elders,  no  such  thing 
as  money  or  land  ownership,  etc)  may  take  advantage  of  the  Santa  Barbara 
appearance  of  Iroquois  Six  Nations  Faithkeeper  Oren  Lyon  of  the  Onondaga 
Nation  who  will  be  speaking  at  the  Museum  of  Natural  History's  Fleishmann 
Auditorium  at  7PM  this  Saturday  night  Danuary  8th.  (682-4711) 

No  reserved  tikets  are  available,  first  come  first  served,  and  it  is 
expected  to  be  a full  house  early  ($12)  Doors  open  at  6:30PM  and  I would 
expect  a significant  lineup  by  6PM  since  Dr.  Lyon  is  perhaps  the  most 
widely  recognized  global  indigenous  spiritual  leader/elder  in  the  world 
these  days  after  many  decades  of  activism  on  behalf  of  his  people,  world 
peace,  and  the  environment. 

In  a visit  to  Santa  Barbara  in  1990  the  late  Hopi  interpreter  Thomas 
Banyacya  explained  that  the  Hopi  elders  say  that  it  is  the  spiritual 
responsibility  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  to  unite  all  of  the  nations  of 
the  world  in  peace,  not  just  the  Six  Nations  of  the  Iroquois  (at  one  time 
this  confederacy  included  many  more  indigenous  nations) . 

Oren  Lyon's  appearance  in  Santa  Barbara  is  perfect  timing  to  set  the 
stage  for  the  arrival  three  weeks  afterwards  on  Danuary  29th  of  Global 
Peace  Walk  2000  arriving  at  the  UCSB  Iroquois  Tree  of  Peace  just  n/w  of 
Storke  Tower.  The  Tree  of  Peace  and  The  Great  Law  of  Peace  brought  1000 
years  ago  by  who  they  call  The  Peacemaker  form  the  basic  teachings  of  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy  which  ended  centuries  of  bitter  warfare  among  the 
indigenous  nations  of  that  area  and  united  them  for  many  centuries  with  a 
prosperous  culture  of  peace  that  is  an  important  precedent  for  the  cause 
of  global  peace  today. 

This  Message  of  Peace  will  be  carried  by  Global  Peace  Walk  2000  to  the 
United  Nations  for  its  55th  anniversary  to  help  inaugurate  the  UN  Year  and 
Decade  of  creating  a Culture  of  Peace  for  the  21st  Century  and  this  will 
be  the  main  focus  of  the  Global  Peace  Council  that  day  at  the  UCSB  Tree  of 
Peace  planted  in  1985  by  Iroquois  leader  Mohawk  Chief  Dake  Swamp  and 
Chumash  Elder  the  late  Victor  Skyeagle  Lopez. 

Oren  Lyon  and  Thomas  Banyacya  were  among  the  82  global  indigenous 
leaders  to  speak  for  the  first  time  to  the  United  Nations  Decl2,  1992,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  inauguration  of  the  UN  Year  (1993)  and  then  Decade  of 
the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples  1995-2004.  Rev.  Yamato,  initiator  of  the 
Global  Peace  Walk  project  was  there  to  witness  these  messages  which  are 
now  being  carried  by  Global  Peace  Walk  2000  to  help  foster  a spiritual 
united  nations  for  "Global  Peace  Now!". 

The  Nuclear  Age  Peace  Foundation  is  making  flyers  about  the  Santa 
Barbara  GPW2000  events  available  at  their  office  c/o  Carah  Ong  of  the 
Abolition  2000  coalition  965-3443.  Updated  text  of  flyer  is  below  with 
addition  of  3-9PM  Sunday  Danuary  30th  Parish  Hall,  1535  Santa  Barbara 


Street,  gathering  with  the  walkers,  pot  luck  meal,  videos  of  the  walk  in 
SB  the  29th  and  30th,  and  speeches  by  Shoshone  spiritual  leader  Corbin 
Harney  of  the  Shundahai  Network  (nuclear  test  site.  Yucca  Mountain,  and 
indigenous  issues  --  330  people  arrested  at  Nevada  Nuclear  Test  Site  at 
midnight  of  the  New  Year's  eve  just  past).  Rev.  Yusen  Yamato  (Zen 
Buddhist  Monk  conducting  Global  Peace  Walk  2000),  David  Krieger 
(President  of  Nuclear  Age  Peace  Foundation),  and  others  who  will  all  be 
walking  to  City  Hall  to  read  Mayor  Miller's  proclamation  of  support  for 
the  Global  Peace  Walk  on  Monday  morning  January  31st  as  the  walk  proceeds 
south . 

February  1st  is  the  Big  Mountain  relocation  deadline  authorizing  the 
forced  removal  of  the  Navajo  people  on  Black  Mesa,  Arizona,  to  expand  the 
coal  mining  there  to  burn  to  make  electricity  much  of  which  comes  to 
southern  California.  This  issue  will  be  a main  focus  of  GPW2000  events  in 
Santa  Barbara  to  bring  this  to  public  and  national  media  attention  to  stop 
this  particular  example  of  the  ongoing  American  Indian  Genocide. 

Please  pass  the  word  and  plan  to  take  part  in  the  Global  Peace  Walk  2000 
events  in  Santa  Barbara  and  if  you  can,  please  bring  GPW2000  SB  area 
events  flyers  to  hand  out  to  those  who  attend  Oren  Lyon's  talk  this 
Saturday  night.  Below  is  text  of  SB  flyer  with  link  to  printable  WordPad 
version  typeset  for  copying,  followed  by  general  GPW2000  press  release  of 
today. 

For  more  information  on  the  Iroquois  message  see 
URL:  http://www.sixnations.org 

Big  Mountain  info:  http://www.solcommunications.com 
and  http : //www. netmanor. com/unity /unity . html 

Shundahai  Network  http://www.shundahai.org 

Global  Peace  Walk  http://www.globalpeacenow.org 
http://www.angelfire.com/on/GEAR2000/gpw.html 

Selected  list  of  GPW2000  letters  and  proclamations  of  support 
http : //www. angelfire . com/on /list p roc . html 

Ongoing  GPW2000  working  schedule  with  links  to  local  events  flyers 
http://www.angelfire.com/on/GEAR2000/ schedule.html 

Thanks  very  much. 

Please  forward  this  invitation  for  you  and  your  associates  who  can 
take  part  in  special  Global  Peace  Walk  2000  events  in  the  Santa 
Barbara  area  January  29-31,  2000. 


26  days  to  the  final  solution  for  the  Dine'h  at  Big  Mountain,  AZ,  USA. 
UN  draft  declaration  on  the  rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Article  10: 
"Indigenous  Peoples  shall  not  be  forcibly  removed  from  their  lands  or 
territories.  No  relocations  shall  take  place  without  the  free  and  in- 
formed consent  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  concerned  ....(...) " 

See  "Vanishing  Prayers"  URL:  http://www.freespeech.org/senaa 


See  also  Vanishing  Prayer:  "Genocide  of  the  Dineh" 

RealPlayer  Video  Produced  by  Sol  Communications 

URL : http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /article s/Van ishingPr aye r . htm 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 

"RE : Authority  of  Tribal  Courts"  


Date:  Sat,  8 Dan  2000  18:11:34  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : High  court  asked  to  consider  authority  of  tribal  courts 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

High  court  asked  to  consider  authority  of  tribal  courts 
By  DAVID  WHITNEY 

Scripps-McClatchy  Western  Service 
Danuary  07,  2000 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  - Two  years  after  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  against 
the  existence  of  "Indian  Country"  in  Alaska,  it  is  being  asked  to  find 
that  Native  villages  have  no  sovereign  governmental  powers. 

At  issue  is  a 3-2  decision  by  the  Alaska  Supreme  Court  in  September 
upholding  the  authority  of  village  tribes  to  share  jurisdiction  with  state 
courts  over  child  custody  decisions. 

The  opinion  by  Dustice  Dana  Fabe  vacated  a ruling  by  a Fairbanks 
Superior  Court  judge  that  granted  sole  custody  of  two  children  to  their 
father,  Dohn  Baker,  despite  an  earlier  Northway  tribal  court's  decision 
giving  Baker  and  the  children's  mother,  Anita  Dohn,  joint  custody. 

A petition  was  filed  by  lawyers  for  Baker  before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
seeking  to  overturn  the  state  Supreme  Court  on  grounds  that  tribes  with 
sovereign  powers  do  not  exist  in  Alaska. 

The  high  court  is  under  no  obligation  to  hear  the  case,  and  the 
overwhelming  number  of  such  petitions  are  rejected. 

But  the  Baker  case  is  raising  anew  unsettled  questions  about  the  extent 
of  Native  powers  that  came  into  play  in  the  pivotal  Venetie  case  two  years 
ago.  In  that  case,  the  high  court  delivered  a crushing  blow  to  the  Native 
sovereignty  movement  by  declaring  unanimously  that  Natives  did  not  have 
governmental  powers  over  lands  conveyed  to  them  under  the  1971  Alaska 
Native  Claims  Settlement  Act. 

The  lawyer  handling  the  appeal  for  Baker  is  Donald  C.  Mitchell  of 
Anchorage,  who  has  written  extensively  on  the  settlement  act  and  who  wrote 
a f riend-of -the-court  brief  for  Alaska  Sen.  Ted  Stevens  in  the  Venetie 
case,  arguing  forcefully  against  the  existence  of  Indian  sovereignty  in 
the  state. 

Mitchell,  who  once  served  as  counsel  to  the  Alaska  Federation  of  Natives, 
is  on  the  opposite  side  of  Native  organizations  now  because  of  his 
contention  that  Natives  were  never  recognized  by  federal  law  as  holding 
self-government  powers. 

In  the  petition  pending  before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  Mitchell  argues 
that  state  courts  have  exclusive  authority  over  child  custody  cases  and 
that  the  notion  of  tribal  courts  was  invented  in  recent  years  from 
"political  whole  cloth." 

"Unless  reversed  by  this  court,  the  Alaska  Supreme  Court's  decision  in 
this  case  will  have  extremely  adverse  consequences  for  thousands  of  Native 
children"  embroiled  in  custody  disputes,  Mitchell  wrote. 

While  the  state  shared  Mitchell's  view  that  "Indian  Country"  _ land  over 
which  Natives  have  self-government  powers,  such  as  reservations  in  the 
lower  48  states  _ didn't  exist  in  Alaska,  Gov.  Tony  Knowles' 
administration  has  moved  in  recent  months  to  ease  tensions  with  Natives  by 
dealing  with  them  on  a government-to-government  basis. 

This  week, the  Alaska  attorney  general's  office  filed  a friend-of-the- 
court  brief  with  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  urging  it  to  reject  Mitchell's 
petition  and  to  sustain  the  state  Supreme  Court  ruling  recognizing  tribal 
court  authority. 

The  state's  brief  recites  Knowles'  view  that  Alaska  needs  to  move 
forward  in  its  dealing  with  Native  citizens. 

But  Mitchell  cites  harsh  results  ahead  in  his  petition  for  Baker,  who 
under  the  state  Supreme  Court  ruling  has  to  share  custody  of  his  children 
with  the  mother  under  circumstances  where  her  drinking  is  a problem. 

He  said  that  there  are  43,230  Native  children  in  Alaska,  and  most  of 
them  live  in  villages  scattered  across  the  state.  Unless  the  Alaska 
Supreme  Court's  ruling  is  reversed,  he  said,  those  children  can  be  caught 
up  in  custody  disputes  under  rules  that  vary  between  villages,  between 


villages  and  the  state,  and  perhaps  between  villages  and  other  states. 

The  petition  quotes  from  a strongly  worded  dissent  by  Alaska  Chief 
Justice  Warren  Matthews,  who  saw  Fabe's  ruling  as  a sea  change  in  Alaska 
society. 

"Alaska  law  no  longer  applies  to  every  Alaskan,"  Matthews  wrote.  "More 
than  one-sixth  of  Alaska  children,  regardless  of  where  they  reside,  will 
be  subject  to  the  laws  of  one  of  226  village  tribal  organizations." 

At  the  heart  of  the  case  is  whether  two  recent  federal  actions  done  with 
virtually  no  public  involvement  scuttled  the  century-old  principle  that 
there  was  one  governmental  system  in  Alaska,  and  that  it  applied  equally 
to  Natives  and  non-Natives  alike. 

In  1993,  the  Interior  Department  published  a list  of  226  Alaska  villages 
and  entities  eligible  for  assistance  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  In 
a preamble  to  the  list,  the  department  said  those  villages  on  it  were 
intended  to  have  the  "same  governmental  status  as  other  federally 
acknowledged  Indian  tribes." 

A year  later.  Congress  enacted  with  virtually  no  discussion  legislation 
that  essentially  codified  that  list  in  law. 

Mitchell  wrote  that  the  Interior  Department  cannot  act  on  its  own  to 
change  the  status  of  Natives,  and  that  the  subsequent  congressional  action 
in  1994  was  intended  only  to  qualify  Native  villages  for  continued  funding 
under  various  federal  Indian  programs  and  not  to  grant  them  powers  or 
rights  they  didn't  already  have. 

But  the  state  maintains  in  its  brief  that  the  Interior  Department 
already  had  determined  in  a legal  opinion  that  Native  tribes  existed  in 
Alaska,  and  that  the  published  1993  list  defined  which  villages  and 
entities  qualified. 

The  ramifications  of  the  issues  at  stake  in  the  Baker  case  extend  well 
beyond  child  custody  cases,  Mitchell  contends. 

He  also  has  been  hired  by  the  state  Legislative  Council  to  file  a 
friend-of-the  court  brief  with  the  state  Supreme  Court  in  a dispute  over 
the  denial  of  death  benefits  to  the  widow  of  a Mekoryuk  Native  killed 
while  on  the  job. 

Ted  Moses  died  in  a helicopter  crash  while  he  was  working  for  Bering  Sea 
Reindeer  Products  on  Dune  3,  1996.  The  reindeer  company  was  owned  by  the 
Native  village  council. 

The  insurance  carrier  for  the  reindeer  company,  Cigna  Insurance  Co., 
petitioned  the  state  workers  compensation  board  to  dismiss  a claim  by 
Moses'  widow  for  death  benefits,  on  grounds  that  the  village  council  is 
the  governing  body  of  a Native  tribe  that  has  sovereign  immunity. 

If  sovereign  immunity  exempts  the  governments  and  businesses  of  the  226 
tribes  named  by  the  Interior  Department  and  Congress,  Mitchell  wrote  on 
behalf  of  the  Legislative  Council,  "it  also  exempts  them  from  compliance 
with  all  other  statutes  the  Alaska  legislature  has  enacted  to  safeguard 
the  health,  safety  and  economic  security  of  Alaska  residents." 

The  death  claim  was  denied  by  the  workers  compensation  board,  but  that 
decision  was  reversed  last  January  by  a Superior  Court  judge  who  ruled 
that  Mekoryuk  is  not  a sovereign  Native  tribe. 

The  Legislative  Council  wants  the  state  Supreme  Court  to  revisit  the 
tribal  governments  question  in  light  of  the  Moses  case.  If  denied  by  the 
state  Supreme  Court,  the  case  could  be  next  in  line  for  a U.S.  Supreme 
Court  challenge  if  the  high  court  turns  down  the  Baker  appeal  this  term. 

Linder  normal  procedures,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  should  decide  within  the 
next  month  or  two  whether  it  will  review  the  Baker  case.  If  it  takes  the 
case,  it  probably  would  be  a year  or  more  before  a decision  is  reached, 
http: //insidedenver . com/ shns/ story . cfm?pk=NATIVE -01-07 -00&cat=AN 

"RE : Eddie  Hatcher  News"  

Date:  1/4/00  3:27:21  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : Eddie  Hatcher  news 
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Date:  Mon,  3 Han  2000  17:28:24  +0000 

To:  meshaiman@email.com,  KOLA  International  Campaign  Office 
<kolahq@skynet . be> 

From:  Charlotte  Durie  <whirlwind@derechos.demon.co.uk> 

Subject:  Eddie  Hatcher  news 

NORTH  CAROLINA: 

Indian  activist  and  murder  suspect  Eddie  Hatcher  says  that  a state  report 
shows  that  the  bullets  that  hit  the  person  he  is  accused  of  shooting  came 
from  someone  elses  gun. 

Hatcher  also  thinks  that  he'll  soon  move  from  his  cell  in  Central  Prison 
to  a cell  in  Robeson  Countys  jail.  The  N.C.  Supreme  Court  in  December 
ordered  the  Robeson  County  court  to  reconsider  its  decision  to  send 
Hatcher  to  Central  Prison  to  wait  for  his  trial. 

Both  issues  may  be  discussed  today  in  Robeson  County  Superior  Court.  This 
week's  court  calendar  has  Hatcher  scheduled  to  be  arraigned  in  the  murder 
case  and  in  another  shooting  that  happened  a few  weeks  prior.  In  an 
arraignment,  defendants  are  told  their  charges,  and  they  enter  their  pleas. 

Hatcher  said  last  week  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  murder,  even  though 
he  admits  that  he  shot  a teen-ager  in  the  prior  shooting. 

In  the  2 shootings,  Hatcher  is  charged  with  shooting  into  an  occupied 
dwelling,  assault  with  a deadly  weapon  inflicting  serious  injury,  assault 
with  a deadly  weapon  with  intent  to  kill  and  lst-degree  murder. 

District  Attorney  Johnson  Britt  is  seeking  the  death  penalty  in  the  murder 
case. 

The  visit  to  the  Robeson  County  Courthouse  likely  will  provide  Hatcher 
an  opportunity  to  present  a number  of  motions  he  has  filed  in  his  case, 
including  the  ones  relating  to  the  bullet  and  where  Hatcher  is  housed 
while  he  waits  for  his  trial.  Since  Dune  he  has  been  held  in  maximum- 
security  Central  Prison.  The  sheriff  requested  this  because  Hatcher 
has  AIDS,  and  the  prison  has  better  medical  facilities  than  the 
jail  in  Robeson  County. 

Hatcher  wants  to  be  held  in  Robeson  County  because  the  jail  will  let 
him  use  a telephone,  it  has  a law  library  and  he  will  have  access  to 
witnesses  for  his  defense.  Hatcher  is  acting  as  his  own  lawyer. 

Hatcher  is  1 of  2 men  who  took  the  staff  of  Lumberton ' s Robesonian 
newspaper  hostage  for  10  hours  in  1988  to  call  attention  to  their 
allegations  of  corruption  in  the  county  government.  He  eventually  pleaded 
guilty  to  kidnapping  and  served  time  in  prison. 

On  May  31  Brian  McMillian  was  shot  and  killed  in  his  home  near  Maxton. 

His  girlfriend's  sister,  Amillia  Chavis,  was  wounded  in  the  leg.  Shells 
and  bullets  from  at  least  3 guns  were  found  in  and  around  the  house, 

Hatcher  said,  suggesting  that  there  was  a shootout. 

"There's  no  way  one  person  could  have  done  this.  It's  just  not  possible," 
he  said. 

According  to  a report  by  the  State  Bureau  of  Investigation,  the  bullets 
that  hit  McMillian  were  of  a different  size  than  the  bullets  that  fit  the 
rifle  lawmen  found  with  Hatcher  when  he  was  arrested  in  Hamlet  in  Dune, 
Hatcher  said. 

"None  of  the  stuff  they  found  in  my  vicinity  matches  the  2 bullets  that 
killed  the  boy.  None  of  them,"  he  said. 

Hatcher  had  a copy  of  the  report.  Specifically,  it  said  it  could  not  be 
determined  whether  those  bullets  came  from  his  rifle.  Other  shells  were 
found  in  the  house.  These  were  from  a .380-caliber  handgun  and  a 9 mm 
pistol,  Hatcher  said.  Hatcher  said  he  had  a .380,  and  that  a 9 mm 
cartridge  was  found  in  his  car.  But  he  said  another  .380  of  the  same 
model  was  found  at  the  crime  scene,  and  a man  who  lives  nearby  had 
matching  spent  9 mm  shells  at  his  house. 

Britt  could  not  be  reached  for  this  story. 

Based  on  the  report,  Hatcher  is  asking  a judge  to  grant  him  a new  bond 
hearing. 

Even  if  the  hearing  is  granted,  it  would  be  highly  unusual  for  him  to 
receive  a bond.  The  courts  rarely  allow  bonds  for  people  facing  the 
death  penalty. 

The  judge  also  should  order  surgery  on  Chavis,  Hatcher  said.  The  bullet 


that  hit  her  is  still  in  her  leg.  He  wants  it  removed  and  tested  to  see 
which  gun  fired  it,  so  he  has  filed  a motion  with  this  request. 

The  other  shooting  happened  May  19.  He  is  accused  of  shooting  Michael 
Locklear  in  the  legs  with  a shotgun. 

The  shooting  was  justified,  Hatcher  said,  and  that  he'll  beat  the 
charge  when  he  takes  it  before  a jury. 

(source:  Fayetteville  Observer) 

"RE : New  Hampshire  Action  for  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  10  lan  2000  19:33:36  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : New  Hampshire  action  for  Leonard  Peltier 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Friday,  January  7,  2000 

From:  FreedomCampaign@aol.com 

Sub j : Press  release:  Human  Rights  Rally 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Contact  person: 

Shelley  Nelkens-603-588-2916 
E-mail:  freedomcampaign@aol.com 

INVITING  all  people  of  conscience  to  join  the  New  Hampshire 

Leonard  Peltier  support  group  on  Saturday,  January  15th,  10  a.m. 

to  4 p.m.  at  Stanton  Plaza  outside  the  Center  of  New  Hampshire  for  a rally. 

On  January  13th,  14th,  and  15th,  the  College  and  High  School  Convention 

2000,  Democracy  in  Practice,  will  be  held  at  the  Center  of  New  Hampshire 

Complex  in  Manchester,  N.H.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  presidential 
candidates  will  be  attending  and  available  to  the  students  for  questions 

and  discussions  at  various  times  throughout  this  three  day  event. 

Our  goal  is  to  inform  these  young  voters  of  the  human  rights  injustices 
which  have  and  continue  to  exist  while  our  democratic  principles,  as  set 
forth  in  the  Constitution,  are  not  honored. 

Featured  speakers: 

Ben  Carnes,  of  the  Chocktaw  Nation,  versed  in  native 
history,  culture,  music,  and  spiritual  practices.  A gifted 
speaker  dedicated  to  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

Harvey  Arden,  for  23  years  a staff  writer  for  national 
Geographic  Magazine,  author  of  several  books  on 
indigenous  spirituality,  and  editor  of  Leonard  Peltier's 
book.  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sundance. 

Rebecca  Stoughton,  Dakota  Sioux  singer,  drummer, 
speaker,  storyteller  will  share  traditional  stories  to 
delight  both  children  and  adults. 

Paul  Tohlakai,  Dine'h  (Navajo)  ceremonial  leader  and  speaker. 


The  NH  LPSG  is  also  encouraging  those  who  are  unhappy  with  the  presidential 
electoral  process  and  are  choosing  not  to  take  part,  to  voice  your 
indignation  by  writing  in  Leonard  Peltier  for  president. 

The  New  Hampshire  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group 
e-mail:  FreedomCampaign@aol.com 
phone:  603-659-8888 

603-588-2916 

us  mail:  po  box  4111,  Portsmouth,  nh,  03802 
po  box  263,  antrim,  nh,  03440 
www . f reepeltier . org 
www. LISN.net 


To  subscribe. 


send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 


"RE ; Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  9 lan  2000  19:41:37  -0520 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Taylor,  Joseph  Lee 
913098  ACH-468 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  10/13/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Thomas,  Jody 
#EF227359 
PO  Box  726 

Glennville,  GA  30427 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Tuinstra,  Roy  Lee 

#211-225 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  12/26/58 
Ancestry:  Comanche 


Tincher,  Tommy  Dale 

#201-656 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Turberville,  Larry 

#205-377 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus  OH  43216 

Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 

Tweed,  Jr.,  Robert 
Marshall 
#201-714 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  1/15/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Apache 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

Janet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE;  Nakai  Nominated  for  Two  GRAMMY  Awards"  


Date:  Thu,  06  Han  2000  15:19:09  -0800 

From:  Dolores  Doyle  <canyon@canyonrecords . com> 

Sub j : Nakai  Nominated  for  Two  GRAMMY  Awards 

NEWS  RELEASE  Contact:  Robert  Doyle 

For  Immediate  Release  602.266.7835 

TWO  GRAMMY  AWARD  NOMINATIONS  FOR  R.  CARLOS  NAKAI 

PHOENIX,  AZ  (January  6,  2000)  --  R.  Carlos  Nakai  (Navajo-Ute)  is  the 

first  Native  American  to  receive  Grammy  Award  nominations  for  two 
different  albums  in  the  same  year.  And  in  a rare  occurrence,  both  fall 
into  the  same  category  - Best  New  Age  Album. 

Recognized  as  the  world's  premier  performer  of  the  Native  American 
flute,  the  Flagstaff,  Arizona,  native  received  the  nominations  for  a 
solo  effort,  "Inner  Voices"  (www.canyonrecords.com/cr7021.htm),  and 
"Inside  Monument  Valley"  (www.canyonrecords.com/cr7020.htm),  a 
collaboration  with  one  of  the  pioneers  of  New  Age  music,  flutist  Paul 
Horn . 

"Inner  Voices"  features  Nakai' s traditional  native  flute  accompanied 
by  a 32-piece  string  orchestra.  The  recording  features  arrangements  of 
Nakai 's  most  popular  melodies  by  two-time  Grammy  Award-winner,  Billy 
Williams,  who  produces  Lyle  Lovett's  recordings.  Williams  produced 
another  of  this  year's  Grammy  nominees,  "That's  Right  (You're  Not  From 
Texas)"  by  Lovett,  for  Best  Male  Country  Vocal  Performance. 

Nakai  collaborated  with  two-time  Grammy  Award-winner  Paul  Horn  on 
"Inside  Monument  Valley".  Nakai  and  Horn  traveled  to  Monument  Valley  in 
the  heart  of  Navajoland  where  they  recorded  flute  solos  and  duets  live 
in  the  canyons  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  sounds  of  nature. 

This  is  Nakai 's  third  Grammy  nomination.  He  garnered  his  first  in 
1994  in  Best  Traditional  Folk  Music  category  for  "Ancestral  Voices",  a 
collaboration  with  William  Eaton  and  the  Black  Lodge  Singers.  These 
multiple  Grammy  nominations  signify  a greater  acceptance  of  Native 
American  artists  and  their  music  in  mainstream  culture. 

A resident  of  Tucson,  Arizona,  Nakai  has  released  over  30  albums  since 
beginning  his  career  in  1983  with  Canyon  Records,  an  independent  record 
company  based  in  Phoenix.  Canyon  released  both  Inner  Voices  and  Inside 
Monument  Valley  and  has  specialized  in  contemporary  and  traditional 
Native  American  music  for  49  years. 

For  further  information,  contact  Canyon  at  (800)  268.1141  or  by  e-mail, 
canyon@canyonrecords.com.  For  a sound  clip  of  either  visit 
www . canyon records . com 

"RE : New  Clothes  for  Me"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Feb  1999  03:55:48  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : tribal  clothing,  new  clothes  for  me... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  kids  at  achool  used  to  make  fun  of  the  bundles  of  clothes  we  would 
all  get,  saying  things  about  the  clothes  and  stuff,  that  to  get  them 
you  just  had  be  "John",  backward  Navajos,  and  that  no  one  would  wear 
them.  We  would  all  say  those  things,  but  then  we  would  go  and  get 
measured,  take  home  the  lists  and  the  folks  would  have  to  look  at  us 
sideways  to  see  if  we  were  gonna  grow  anymore,  taller  or  wider,  or 
both.  Then  taking  the  list  back  and  forgetting  about  it.  Then  the  day 
would  come  and  everybody  complained  and  made  fun  of  the  bundles  of 
clothes  and  we  would  have  to  carry  them  home.  On  the  way  home,  you 
could  sneak  a peak,  they  were  just  plain,  but  the  looked  new.  When  I 
got  home  I would  take  them  into  my  room  and  look  at  what  I had  gotten, 
pulled  out  the  shoes  and  tried  them  on,  there  were  sneakers  and  a pair 
of  black  or  brown  shoes.  Then  I would  look  at  the  shirts  and  pants, 
tried  those  on  too.  I like  the  way  they  smelled  and  then  would  take  a 


quick  look  at  the  underwear.  I found  the  were  sometimes  Fruit  of  the 
Looms  and  put  them  away.  Yeah,  there  were  the  socks  and  then  a quick 
look  outside  to  see  if  it  was  cold  or  windy  to  try  on  the  coat. 

Sometimes  putting  it  on  and  walking  around  the  house  and  eating  supper 
in  it.  Yeah,  those  clothes  we  made  fun  of,  but  if  I could  I would  tell 
whoever  put  the  program  together  in  the  first  place  they  had  there 
thinking  right.  I would  say  thank  you,  I think  I still  have  a pair  of 
those  shoes  laying  around  in  the  closet  somethere . . . . 

The  Navajo  Tribe  has  a program  that  is  years  old  which  provides  clothes 
to  Navajo  children  in  school  all  over  the  reservation  and  in 
bordertowns.  It  is  an  annual  program  and  has  been  around  for  ages.  As 
kids  Navajo  children  make  fun  of  the  clothes  but  they  all  wear  them  and 
the  programs  gives  something  to  look  forward  to  each  year...  this  is 
what  I remembered  about  my  experience 

"RE : Poem:  Artist"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Dec  1999  21:55:54  -0600 
From:  nokwisa  <swillett@ro. com> 

Sub j : artist 

i draw  paintings 
to  myself 
on  rain  streaming 
windows 

pictures  that  no  other 
will  ever  see 

caught  in  the  moment 

each  has 
his  own  paints 
her  canvas 
whether  sky 
cloud  drawings 
words  in  print 
pattern  of  fabric 
with  stitching 
random  etchings 

on  a mountainous  ledge 
horizons  freeze 
in  timelessness 
dissipate  in  a breath 

humanity ' s 
self  portraits 

nokwisa  1999 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Dan  2000  01:07:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Danuary  16-22 

IANUALI 

(Danuary) 

(Kaelo) 

16 

Ancient  kings  walk  the  mountains  at  night. 

17 

In  the  secret  places  of  the  land  are  found  the  answers  to  life's 


mysteries . 


18 

My  parents  taught  me  the  ways  of  the  future;  I teach  my  children  the 
ways  of  the  past. 

19 

I walk  the  land  in  perfect  innocence,  a child  of  yesterday. 

20 

Here,  every  day  is  a beginning,  every  night  a remembering. 

21 

The  owl,  pueo,  protects  me  as  I walk  the  forest  at  night. 

22 

The  song  of  my  spirit  is  blessed  by  the  winds. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  2 January  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  26  Dec  1999  02:08:38  -0700  (MST) 

To:  "F.Y.I.  to  Community  Member/Recipients":  ; 

Sub j : Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona 
Sub j : Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona 

http: //www. inf obeat . com/ stories/cgi/ story . cgi?id=2562761218-cb9 
07:07  PM  ET  12/21/99 

Millennium  Powwow  Set  for  Arizona 
By  ARTHUR  H.  ROTSTEIN 
Associated  Press  Writer 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  (AP)  _ Although  the  year  2000  holds  no  religious 
significance  for  most  native  peoples  _ whose  history  stretches  much 
further  back  _ thousands  of  American  Indians  plan  to  mark  the 
occasion  here  with  a 10-day  powwow. 

In  addition  to  150  American  Indian  tribes,  indigenous  groups 
from  Mexico,  Canada  and  as  far  away  as  Australia  plan  to  attend  the 
event,  which  begins  with  a special  friendship  round  dance  at 
midnight  on  New  Year's  Eve  and  a sunrise  blessing  ceremony. 

The  New  Millennium  First  Peoples'  World  Fair  and  PowWow 
"Thunder  in  the  Desert"  _ was  organized  by  Tucson-area  Indians  to 
mark  the  moment  and  "to  bring  our  children  into  the  new 
millennium,"  said  event  coordinator  Fred  Synder. 

"Our  elders  felt  it  important  that  this  special  time  needed  to 
be  commemorated  in  some  way,"  said  Snyder's  wife,  Carole  J. 

Garcia . 

Cultural  events  including  native  song  and  dance,  arts  and  crafts 
exhibitions,  food  festivals  and  a symposium  for  native  writers. 


actors  and  producers  will  conclude  Ian.  9.  The  events  are  all  open 
to  the  public. 

Synder  estimates  250,000  people  will  attend  the  powwow,  which  is 
being  held  at  a racetrack. 

"The  only  thing  I can  say  is  that  this  will  be  the 
most-attended  gathering  of  indigenous  people  ever  held  in  any 
corner  of  the  world  that  I know  of,"  he  said.  "And  I've  been 
chasing  powwows  for  35  years." 

Roseanne  Salinas,  an  Aztec  from  Mexico  City,  is  preparing  to 
dance  at  the  powwow  with  her  husband,  Luis,  and  their  8-year-old 
son,  Rico.  They  believe  dance  creates  a powerful  and  helpful  energy 
when  exchanged  with  others  at  such  an  event. 

"To  bring  together  that  many  dancers  in  a circle  in  a land  that 
is  not  ours  around  people  that  want  us  there  and  respect  what  we 
do,  it  just  means  so  much  to  us,"  said  Mrs.  Salinas,  wearing  the 
spectacular  headdress  with  5-foot-long  pheasant  feathers  and  the 
vivid  beaded-and-sequined  dress  in  which  she  dances. 

The  organizers  hope  the  powwow  will  also  raise  scholarship  funds 
for  Indian  students. 


Date:  Sun,  19  Dec  1999  09:08:09  -0600 
From:  "lenapelady"  <ldef007@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Canadian  conference 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Decolonizing  Canadian  Educational  Foundations:  A Postcolonial  Challenge 
in  the  New  Millennium 
An  Aboriginal  Education  Symposium 
February  7 - 10,  2000 

Symposium  Summary 

This  symposium  explores  the  contours  of  colonialism  in  the  Canadian  policy 
environment  and  in  Canadian  educational  foundations.  It  will  seek  to  explain 
and  illustrate  how  Eurocentrism  creates  a colonial  consciousness  that 
envelops  and  binds  its  members,  creating  obstacles  for  change.  For  all 
those  attempting  to  create  an  Aboriginal  presence  and  space  in  institutions, 
the  symposium  will  examine  and  seek  to  displace  colonialism  and  its 
strategies,  in  its  examination  of  education,  with  an  emerging 
constitutional,  postcolonial  consciousness.  This  consciousness  is  unfolding 
an  Indigenous  renaissance  that  is  reclaiming,  restoring  and  renewing 
relationships  with  the  earth,  heritages  and  languages  and  stimulating  a new 
paradigm  and  intercultural  diplomacy.  Exploring  some  decolonizing  models, 
approaches  and  strategies  will  stimulate  our  imagination  and  creativity  for 
change  in  multiple  spaces. 

A High  Impact  Program  for: 

- Elected  leaders,  senior  managers,  politicians  from  Canadian  and  Aboriginal 
communities  who  seek  to  develop  a postcolonial  policy  environment  to  create 
an  equitable  Canadian  society. 

- Educators,  at  all  institutional  levels  who  are  forging  Aboriginal 
educational  or  professional  development  initiatives 

- Administrators  and  government  leaders  seeking  to  empower  Indigenous 
peoples  and  their  knowledge 

- First  Nations  school  board  members  and  other  community  leaders 
Symposium  Highlights 

- To  explore  and  understand  the  foundations  of  Eurocentrism  in 
knowledge 

production,  diffusion,  and  resistance 

- To  explore  decolonizing  theory  and  practice  for  empowering  First 
Nation  knowledge,  peoples,  and  education 

- To  hear  of  emerging  models  for  empowering  Aboriginal  epistemology  in 
education  and  sciences  (Indigenous  science  education  model/Alaskan 
Indigenous  Knowledge  Project) 

- To  imagine,  dream  and  create  postcolonial  strategies  for  Aboriginal 
education  and  institutions 


Faculty  Leader:  Dr.  Marie  Battiste  is  Professor  at  the  College  of  Education, 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  A Mi'kmaq  educator,  Marie  is  well  known  for  her 
research  interests  in  Aboriginal  languages,  epistemology,  curriculum, 
cognitive  imperialism  and  research  ethics.  Recent  publications  include: 
Reclaiming  Indigenous  Voice  and  Vision;  First  Nations  Education  in  Canada: 
The  Circle  Unfolds;  and  Protecting  Indigenous  Knowledge.  Fler  research  and 
experience  working  in  First  Nations  schools  in  administration,  curriculum 
development,  and  Aboriginal  languages  have  provided  a solid  foundation  for 
addressing  the  postcolonial  challenges  for  the  next  century. 

Tuition:  $500  + GST=  $535 

Room  and  Meals:  $640  + GST  + Alberta  Flotel  Tax  = $703.80 
Tracy  Whattam  ~ Nisgaa  Nation 
Regional  Coordinator 

Coordinator,  1st  Nations  Support  Services  Metro  Region 

New  Westminster  Secondary  School 
Aboriginal  Education  Branch 

P: (604)517-6316 

F:  " 517-6204 

Email:  twhattam@helix.net 


Date:  Sun,  09  3an  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Flope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 


relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Af ricans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist : lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  lo  Anne  Steele;  MC:  lolo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
losh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Tue,  09  Nov  1999  10:53:26  -0700 
From:  Dean  Smith  <Dean .Smith@NAU. EDU> 

Sub j : This  isn't  as  pretty 

Conference  Announcement:  The  College  of  Business  Administration  of 
Northern  Arizona  University  announces  the  "Modern  Native  America: 
Building  Successful  Communities"  conference  in  August  2000. 

The  overarching  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  share  research  and 
practices  that  can  be  or  are  being  used  to  improve  First  Nations 
communities.  Thus  the  centerpiece  of  all  discussion  will  be  "Community" 
in  the  broadest  sense  to  include  culture,  religion,  family  and 
citizenry.  Four  branches  of  discussion  encircle  this  centerpiece: 
Environment,  Education,  Economics  and.  Institutions  and  Policy. 
Presenters  are  asked  to  discuss  one  or  more  of  these  branches  in 
relation  to  the  goal  of  self-sufficient  and  self-determined  First 
Nations  communities.  Historical  discussions  are  welcome  inasmuch  as  they 
help  define  the  current  issues  facing  the  First  Nations.  The  conference 
will  be  held  in  Flagstaff  Arizona  August  16-18,  2000. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  academic  scholars,  tribal  leaders 
and  practitioners  involved  with  issues  of  concern  to  the  First  Nations. 
Though  paper  presentation  is  highly  encouraged,  you  are  most  welcome  to 
attend  presentations,  join  in  the  discussions,  working  sessions,  and 
meet  new  friends  and  colleagues  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  (and 
possibly  elsewhere) . Student  participation  and  presentation  are  strongly 
encouraged . 

Submissions  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Dean  Smith,  NAU,  P.0.  Box 
15066,  Flagstaff,  AZ  86011  prior  to  April  1,  2000.  Registration  fee  of 
$275  is  due  upon  acceptance  of  presentation  topic.  (E-mail: 
dean . smith@nau.edu) 

Papers  or  detailed  abstracts  submitted  prior  to  January  1,  2000  will  be 
returned  prior  to  March  1 so  that  authors  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  any  necessary  revisions  prior  to  the  April  deadline.  Publication  of 
the  proceedings  is  anticipated.  Co-sponsors:  Center  for  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Native  American  Business  Organization  (student 
group), College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Education,  School  of  Forestry,  and  Institute  for  Native  Americans  all 
at  Northern  Arizona  University.  For  further  information,  please  visit 
our  web  site:  www.cba.nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

Tentative  Schedule  of  Events 
Wednesday  August  16,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  Opening  Comments  and  Purpose  of  the  Conference 
9:15-9:45  Introductions 
9:45-10:45  Keynote  Speaker 
10:45-11:00  Break  (Coffee) 

11:00-12:00  Tribal  Leaders  Panel 
12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Environmental  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Community  Initiatives  Panel  and  Open  Discussion 
4:30-6:00  Break 

6:00-9:00  Dinner  and  Entertainment  (Old  Main) 

Thursday  August  17,  2000 

8:00-8:45  Registration  (Coffee) 

8:45-9:00  Opening  Prayer 
9:00-9:45  Keynote  Speaker 
9:45-10:00  Break(Coffee) 

10:00-12:00  Economic  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

12:00-1:30  Working  Lunch  (DuBois,  5 rooms) 

1:30-3:00  Institutional  and  Policy  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 


3:00-3:15  Break  (Coffee) 

3:15-4:30  Keynote  speaker 

Friday  August  18,  2000 

8:00-8:15  Opening  Prayer  (Coffee  before) 

8:15-10:15  Education  Initiatives  (paper  presentations) 

10:15-10:30  Break  (Coffee) 

10:30-11:30  Working  Groups 

11:30-12:30  Working  Lunch  (Box  lunch  delivered  to  classrooms) 

12:30-3:00  Reports  from  Working  Groups 
3:00-3:30  Closing  Comments  and  Prayer 

Saturday  August  19,  2000 

Optional  excursion:  Grand  Canyon  Visit 

Working  Lunches 

The  first  two  lunches  will  be  served  a 3-minute  walk  from  the 
meeting  site.  The  presenters  will  be  assigned  to  one  of  five  working 
groups  for  the  working  lunches.  On  purpose,  not  all  presenters  will  be 
assigned  their  topical  area.  For  instance,  one  of  the  environmental 
initiatives  presenters  may  be  assigned  to  the  education  working  group. 
Audience  members  will  be  invited  to  select  one  of  the  five  topical  areas 
(Economics,  Education,  Environment,  Institutions  and  Policy,  and 
Community).  The  Community  working  group  will  discuss  the  overarching 
issues  of  the  conference. 

Based  upon  space  limitations,  audience  members  will  be  assigned 
to  their  preferred  working  group.  One  staff  member  will  be  assigned  note 
taking  tasks  and  will  type  and  print  the  notes  for  the  next  luncheon. 
(Available  at  registration  the  next  morning.)  One  staff  member  will  be 
assigned  as  facilitator  for  each  luncheon. 

During  the  first  luncheon,  members  will  be  asked  to  discuss 
problems  and  concerns  in  their  topical  area.  The  end  product  of  the 
first  luncheon  is  to  identify  three  important  initiatives  or  challenges 
within  that  topical  area. 

During  the  second  luncheon,  members  will  revisit  each  of  the 
three  initiatives  or  challenges  identified  during  the  first  luncheon. 
Taking  roughly  20  minutes  to  discuss  each  of  these,  members  will  further 
develop  their  ideas.  The  end  task  for  this  luncheon  is  to  flesh  out  the 
ideas  for  more  detailed  discussion  the  next  day.  If  possible,  a top 
priority  should  be  identified. 

During  the  extended  third  work  period,  one  of  the  initiatives  or 
challenges  should  be  more  fully  developed.  Each  group  will  have  15 
minutes  to  present  their  discussion  during  the  afternoon  session,  so 
much  of  the  time  should  be  spent  finalizing  a presentation.  Box  lunches 
will  be  delivered  to  the  classrooms. 

Each  group  will  report  their  findings  during  the  afternoon 
session.  There  will  be  a few  minutes  for  questions  to  each  group.  Each 
working  group  will  be  asked  to  submit  a written  report  no  later  than  10 
weeks  after  the  conference  for  inclusion  in  the  proceedings.  Due  to  the 
working  nature  of  the  conference,  presenters  are  expected  to  attend  all 
conference  functions  Wednesday-Friday . This  is  an  implied  agreement  upon 
acceptance  of  an  abstract  or  paper.  Volunteers  will  be  requested  to 
chair  each  team  for  the  management  of  the  presentation  and  writing  the 
final  report. 

In  order  to  maintain  a working  atmosphere  the  working  groups  are 
limited  to  20-25  participants  each.  If  necessary,  a sixth  working  group 
can  be  accommodated.  Total  participation  is  capped  at  125  registrants. 

Environmental  Initiatives  Sessions. 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
environmental  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions. 


preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Waste  disposal  Grazing  and  wildlife  management 

Forestry  Mining 

TEK  Water  pollution 

Economic  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
economic  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Tribal  Enterprise  Development  Use  of  gaming 

revenues 

Unemployment  programs  Developing  entrepreneurs 

Training  programs  Community  Development  Planning 


Institutions  and  Policy  Initiatives  Sessions 

Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various  policy 
initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Included  in  this 
avenue  of  discussion  are  those  topics  involving  institutional  reform. 
Given  that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives 
targeting  specific  challenges. 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 

Institutional  reform  Government  to  government 

relations 

Water  Rights  Decentralizing  Government 

Judiciary  BIA  issues 

Education  Initiatives  Sessions 


Discussants  in  this  track  will  present  papers  involving  various 
education  initiatives  or  challenges  concerning  the  First  Nations.  Given 
that  the  goal  of  the  conference  is  one  of  finding  solutions,  preference 
will  be  given  to  those  papers  discussing  initiatives  targeting  specific 
challenges . 

Possible,  but  clearly  not  exhaustive,  topical  areas 


Language  programs 
Community  Development 
Elderly  programs 

Tribal  Colleges 
Retention 


The  Role  of  Education  in  Tribal 

Reconnecting  Schools  and  Communities 
2+2  Degree  programs 
Scholarship  programs 


Lodging:  Under  negotiation  as  of  August  14,  1999.  August  is  peak 
tourist  season  in  Flagstaff,  so  travel  and  room  reservations  should  be 
made  as  early  as  possible.  Please  see  our  web  site  for  updated 
information : www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 


Grand  Canyon  Visit:  An  optional  excursion  has  been  scheduled  for 
Saturday  August  19.  The  cost  for  this  visit  to  the  Grand  Canyon 
National  Park  is  estimated  at  $84.  This  fee  includes  entry  to  the  Park, 
transportation  and  lunch.  In  many  cases,  you  may  find  that  a Saturday 
stay-over  will  reduce  your  airfare  enough  to  make  this  trip  and  an  extra 


night's  stay  in  Flagstaff  actually  a cost  saving. 


Registration:  Registration  fees  for  the  conference  are  $275  per  person. 
These  fees  include  dinner  and  entertainment  on  opening  day,  all  lunches, 
coffee  breaks,  and  conference  materials.  Registration  for  presenters  is 
targeted  at  25  presenters.  Due  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a working 
atmosphere  during  the  working  lunches  and  work  groups,  registration  for 
non-presenters  is  initially  limited  to  the  first  75  paid  registrants. 
Full  time  students  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  limited  number  (10)  of 
scholarships,  which  will  reduce  this  registration  fee  to  $100.  Payment 
of  fees  is  due  prior  to  Duly  1,  2000,  however  due  to  space  limitations, 
early  registration  is  encouraged.  Registration  fees  are  nonrefundable. 
The  total  number  of  participants  is  absolutely  limited  to  125.  Please 
visit  our  web  site  for  registration  information; 
www. cba . nau.edu/modernnatamconf 

MNA:  Advisory  Council 

Richard  Atleo,  Malaspina  University-College 

Duane  Champagne,  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  UCLA. 

Stephen  Cornell,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  University 
of  Arizona. 

Carole  Goldberg,  School  of  Law,  UCLA. 

Waylon  Flonga,  Tribal  Council,  Hualapai  Nation. 

Keith  Dames,  College  of  Natural  Sciences,  Colorado  State  University. 
Doseph  Martin,  Center  for  Excellence  in  Education  and  Institute  for 
Native  Americans,  NAU. 

Dane  Mt.  Pleasant,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Life 
Sciences,  Cornell  University. 

Marianne  Nielson,  College  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences,  NAU. 

Tony  Skrelunas,  Division  of  Economic  Development,  Navajo  Nation. 

Dean  Floward  Smith,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development, 

NAU. 

Doan  Timeche,  Center  for  American  Indian  Economic  Development,  NAU. 
Ronald  Trosper,  College  of  Ecosystem  Science  and  Management,  NAU. 

Dean  Howard  Smith 

Associate  Professor  of  Economics 

Northern  Arizona  University 

P.O.  Box  15066 

NAU 

Flagstaff  AZ  86011-5066 

520-523-7396 

fax:  520-523-7331 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 


Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


From:  Montana's  Travel  Guide 
March 

1999  MSU-Billings  Annual  Inter-Tribal  PowWow 
3/19/99-3/20/99 
Billings,  Montana 
406-657-2561 
April 

Indian  Powwow-  MSU  Indian  Club 
4/2/99-4/3/99 
Bozeman,  Montana 
406-782-0461 

May 

Buffalo  Feast  & Powwow 
5/14/99-5/16/99 
St.  Ignatius,  MT 
406-745-2951 
Flathead  Reservation 

Great  Falls  Powwow 
5/28/99 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
406-761-3165 
Dune 

Red  Bottom  Celebration 

6/17/99-6/20/99 

Frazer,  Montana 

406-768-5557 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Badlands  Celebration 

6/25/99-6/27/99 

Brockton,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Little  Bighorn  Days 
6/23/99-6/28/99 
Hardin,  Montana 
406-665-1672 
Crow  Reservation 

101st  Annual  Arlee  Celebration 
6/30/99-7/4/99 
Arlee,  Montana 
406-745-4984 
Flathead  Reservation 
Duly 

Valley  of  the  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and  Rodeo 

7/1/99-7/5/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 


Poplar  River  Days 
7/3/99-7/5/99 
Poplar,  Montana 


406-448-2570 

Font  Peck  Reservation 

North  American  Indian  Days 
7/8/99-7/11/99 

Blackfeet  Tribal  Fairgrounds 
Browning,  Montana 
406-338-7179 
Blackfeet  Reservation 

Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow 
7/16/99-7/18/99 
Elmo,  Montana 
406-675-0160 
Flathead  Reservation 

Milk  River  Indian  Days 

7/22/99-7/25/99 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 

406-353-2901 

Fort  Belknap  Reservation 

Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 

7/23/99-7/25/99 

Hamilton,  Montana 

406-961-4705 

Flathead  Reservation 

Standing  Bear  Celebration 
7/24/99-7/26/99 
Poplar,  Montana 
406-768-3506 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
August 

Rocky  Boy's  Annual  Pow  Wow 
8/6/99-8/8/99 

Rocky  Boy's  Agency,  Montana 

406-265-4282 

Rocky  Boy's  Reservation 

Wadopana  Celebration 

8/6/99-8/8/99 

Wolf  Point,  Montana 

406-768-5131 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

121st  Commemoration  of  the  Big  Hole 
8/9/99 

Wisdom,  Montana 
406-689-3155 

Crow  Fair  Powwow  & Rodeo 

8/20/99-8/22/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration 
8/26/99-8/29/99 
Fort  Kipp,  Montana 
406-768-5155 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
September 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Day  of  Honor 
9/4/99 


Pryor,  Montana 
406-252-1289 
Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  Indian  Days 

9/4/99-9/6/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield  Pipe  Ceremony 
9/13/99 

Laurel,  Montana 
406-628-8105 

North  American  Indian  Alliance  Pow  Wow 

9/17/99-9/18/99 

Butte,  Montana 

406-782-0461 

Native  American  Awareness  Week 

9/20/99-9/24/99 

Pablo,  Montana 

406-675-0160 

Flathead  Reservation 

Last  Chance  Community  Pow-Wow 
9/24/99-9/26/99 
Helena,  Montana 
406-442-9267 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

ALBERTA 

Han  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Pincher  Creek,  AB. 

Napi  Pow  Wow,  Host  Drum: 

Eya-Hey-Nakoda-1999  Napi  Pow  Wow  Drum 
Champs.  Call  (403)627-4224,  Fax 
(403)627-2564. 

MANITOBA 

3an  28-30  Fri-Sun:  Brandon,  MB.  The  3rd 
Annual  First  Nation  Winter  Celebration. 

(204)855-2436. 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 

"RE : Native  Americas  Hemispheric  Digest"  


Date:  Thu,  06  Dan  2000  09:22:21  -0500 


From:  nativeamenicas@cornell.edu  (Native  Americas  Journal) 
Sub  j : Native  Americas- -Vol . XVI , No.  3&4,  Hemispheric  Digest 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 

January  6,  2000 

Native  Americas  Journal 

Volume  XVI,  Number  3&4,  Fall/Winter  1999 

The  following  postings  are  provided  by  Native  Americas  Journal,  published 
by  Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell  University's  American  Indian  Program.  For 
more  information  on  how  to  stay  informed  of  emerging  trends  that  impact 
Native  peoples  throughout  the  hemisphere  visit  our  website  at 
http: //nativeamericas .aip.cornell.edu. 

============Volume  XVI  Number  3&4  Hemispheric  Digest  ============ 

COLOMBIA:  PURGE  OF  GUERRILLA  UNIT  ALLEGED  FOLLOWING  WASHINAWATOK  SLAYING 

As  counterinsurgency  war  spreads  in  Colombia,  an  Army  general  claimed  that 
the  10th  Front  of  the  Colombian  Revolutionary  Armed  Forces  (FARC) -which 
killed  three  U.S.  indigenous  rights  activists  in  March-had  carried  out  a 
violent  purge  related  to  the  crime.  In  a further  development  in  early 
September,  government  forces  killed  a guerrilla  alleged  to  be  one  of  the 
killers . 

[view  article  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu  ] 


ECUADOR  INDIANS  PROTEST  AGAINST  MILITARY  BASE 

Indians  throughout  Ecuador's  mountains  mobilized  in  July  to  protest  the 
U.S.  military  base  proposed  for  the  Pacific  port  of  Manta,  finally 
bringing  the  government  to  the  bargaining  table. 

President  Jamil  Mahuad  agreed  on  July  17  to  a dialogue  on  the  issue  with 
the  Confederation  of  Indigenous  Nationalities  (CONAIE)  following  a 
two-week  campaign  of  protests,  roadblocks  and  occupations  of  television 
and  radio  stations.  Some  8,000  indigenous  protestors  camped  out  in  El 
Arbolito  Park  in  Quito.  More  than  10,000  Indians  arrived  in  Quito  on  July 
14  after  marching  cross-country.  Army  troops  attempted  to  stop  them, 
placing  barbed-wire  barricades  on  the  roads  and  hurling  tear  gas,  but  the 
Indians  broke  into  smaller  groups  and  filtered  into  Quito  over  hills  and 
along  creeks.  On  July  16,  thousands  of  Indians  clashed  with  police  just 
blocks  from  the  national  palace,  which  was  guarded  by  army  artillery. 

[view  article  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu  ] 


INDIGENOUS  LEADERS  DEMAND  ACTION  AT  UNITED  NATIONS,  ORGANIZATION  OF 
AMERICAN  STATES 

Indigenous  representatives  from  around  the  world  met  Aug.  9 at  the  United 
Nations  to  mark  the  International  Day  of  the  World's  Indigenous  People, 
and  came  away  disappointed  that  a declaration  on  Native  rights  remained 
stalled  after  more  than  a decade  of  debate. 

Tonya  Gonnella  Frichner,  president  of  the  American  Indian  Law  Alliance, 
said  the  United  States,  Canada,  Australia  and  New  Zealand  fear  that 
self-determination  could  lead  to  secession.  "That  certainly  is  not  what 
indigenous  peoples  are  talking  about,"  she  said. 

[view  article  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu  ] 


LAND  RIGHTS  ADVANCE  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Canada's  federal  courts  have  ruled  that  indigenous  title  is  inherently 
legitimate,  sparking  land  claims  from  the  arctic  tundra  of  the  Northwest 
Territories  to  the  temperate  rainforests  of  British  Columbia.  It  is  on 
this  timber-rich  Pacific  coastline,  where  virtually  no  land  has  ever  been 
ceded  by  treaty,  that  deals  between  First  Nations  and  the  provincial  and 
federal  governments  are  now  being  negotiated-drawing  fire  from  both 
opponents  and  proponents  of  indigenous  rights.  One  important  British 
Columbia  settlement,  seen  as  a test  case,  remains  mired  in  litigation. 


[view  article  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu  ] 


NCAI  AND  ASSEMBLY  OF  FIRST  NATIONS  UNITE  IN  HISTORIC  MEETING 

The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  and  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations  embraced  officially  following  a first-ever  joint  meeting  in 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  in  Duly.  The  meeting  drew  some  3,000 
representatives,  a council  said  to  comprise  the  largest  single  political 
gathering  of  Native  Americans  in  North  America  in  the  20th  century. 

[view  article  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu  ] 


Native  Americas  Dournal 

c/o  Akwe:kon  Press 

Cornell  University 

Ithaca,  NY  14853-2602 

tel:  (607)  255-4308 

fax:  (607)  255-0185 

email : nativeamericas(3cornell . edu 

internet : http : //nativeamericas . a ip . Cornell . edu 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Bernard  & Feather  Rock,  Paula  Ostrovsky,  Nancy  Thomas,  Dohnny  Rustywire, 
A1  Swilling,  Mauro  Oliveira,  Robert  Dorman,  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Pat  Morris, 
Native  Americas  Dournal,  Martha  E Ture,  Dolores  Doyle,  Nokwisa  Yona, 

Danet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Larry  Innes, 
Shelley  Nelkens/Freedom  Campaign,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:24:42  2000 
Date:  Tue,  18  Ian  2000  18:53:04  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.004 
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, , VOLUME  08,  ISSUE  004  0 o 0 

/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' January  22,  2000  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Ponca  snow  thaws  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Zuni  trees  broken  by  snow  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Minnlnd,  NatFilm,  LPDC  & 
Triballaw  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:alt. native;  UUCP  email; 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/lifestyles/html98/jdl_19990314. html 
http : //www. rgj . com/news/ stories /reno/947566549 . html 
http: //www. seattletimes . com/ news/ nation- wo rld/index_20000115 . html 
http: //www. boston . com/dailynews/017/ region /I ndian_nation_being_offered_12 
http: //www. a z star net . com/ pub lie /d news/16 jewlfr a ud . htm 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 


nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 


Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"We  were  taught  to  believe  that  the  Great  Spirit  sees  and  hears  everything 
and  that  he  never  forgets;  that  hereafter  he  will  give  every  man  a spirit 
home  according  to  his  deserts.  This  I believe  and  all  my  people  believe 
the  same." 

Chief  Doseph  (Hinmaton  Yalkatkit),  Nez  Perce 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

t I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
[ of  the  Republic  ! 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  i 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

i Dourney  [ 

[ The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  | 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

| I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

A series  of  ugent  messages  beginning  this  past  weekend  and  still  ongoing 
claims  there  was  a takeover  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  offices  by 
dissidents,  the  FBI  had  been  called  in;  and  a standoff  was  taking  place. 

There  was  a peaceful  takeover  of  tribal  offices  by  unarmed  followers  of 
Oliver  Red  Cloud  and  other  Traditional  elders  and  leaders  according  to  KILI 
radio.  In  a statement  broadcast  over  KILI  radio.  Dale  Looks  Twice  said  they 
were  going  to  occupy  the  Tribal  Office  and  forbid  entry  to  any  Tribal 
Councilman  or  Executive  Board  member.  Dale  said  records  were  being 
confiscated  and  turned  over  to  the  FBI  for  review  and  investigation  and  they 
expect  the  same  will  occur  at  the  Tribal  Office  and  the  Department  of  Public 
Safety. 

In  a follow-up  broadcast  KILI  radio  informed  that  groups  from  the  American 
Indian  Movement  were  enroute  to  Pine  Ridge  to  assist  in  the  occupation.  The 
action  was  necessitated  by  large  sums  of  money  being  looted  from  funds 
channeled  through  the  Tribe  that  are  supposed  to  be  used  to  help  the  Oyate, 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


according  to  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud. 

Current  Oglala  Lakota  Nation  Chairman,  Harold  Salway,  is  with  the 
occupation  group,  as  is  spiritual  leader,  Floyd  Hand  and  about  100  other 
occupiers.  Announcements  from  this  group  emphasize  that  there  is  no 
standoff--that  the  FBI  is  actually  present  with  them  in  the  occupied 
buildings  and  that  those  present  are  answering  the  phone  to  give  callers 
information.  Tribal  police  spokespersons  have  indicated  they  have  no  plans 
to  remove  the  occupiers. 

News  stories  from  other  media  announced  today  that  the  Tribal  Council, 
meeting  in  special  session  at  the  Pine  Ridge  casino  and  led  by  the  tribal 
treasurer  (alleged  to  be  one  of  the  primary  diverters  of  funds)  had  voted  to 
demand  the  Tribal  Police  oust  the  occupying  group.  Each  group  has  called 
upon  supporters  both  within  and  outside  the  Nation  for  support  and 
assistance. 

According  to  John  Hussman,  The  Oglala  Lakota  Nation  recently  recieved  a 
grant  from  the  Department  of  Justice  in  the  amount  of  7.8  million  to  fund  a 
multi-disciplinary  approach  to  addressing  social  problems  suffered  by  the 
people  of  the  Tribe.  The  Department  of  Public  Safety  was  anticipating  5.4 
million  from  this  project  called,  "The  Circle  Project".  Because  of  Tribal 
government  interference  the  project  has  been  suspended.  Other  allegations 
of  fiscal  irregularities  and  official  corruption  have  been  exchanged  between 
both  sides  of  the  dispute. 

There  never  has  been  a standoff  with  the  FBI  or  the  Tribal  Police.  In 
fact,  the  occupiers  were  seen  helping  the  FBI  load  evidence.  The  occupiers 
are  receiving  food  from  local  residents,  but  are  asking  for  donations  of 
supplies  for  the  coffee  pot  and  for  future  food  donations. 

What  this  ultimately  means  remains  to  be  seen.  At  the  very  least,  expect 
changes  in  OST  leadership. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 
===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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Deadlocked  over  Graves"  


Date:  Tue,  11  Jan  2000  23:21:13  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Yankton  and  Army  Corps  deadlocked  over  uncovered  graves 


Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


from  Ish's  Native  News 


Washington  Post  Staff  Writer 

Tuesday,  January  11,  2000;  Page  A3 

Date:  Tue,  11  Jan  2000  11:33:54  -0500  (EST) 

CHICAGO,  Jan.  10  2000  The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  and  a small  South 
Dakota  Indian  tribe  were  locked  in  a macabre  dispute  tonight  over  what  to 
do  with  dozens  of  human  skeletal  remains  that  were  unearthed  from  the 
shoreline  of  a reservoir  along  the  Missouri  River  last  month  when  the 
Corps  lowered  the  water  level  by  reducing  the  flow  through  a dam.  After 
negotiating  for  six  hours,  the  Army  engineers  and  tribal  leaders  of  the 
Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  exchanged  several  proposals  aimed  at  ending  the 
impasse  but  were  "still  deadlocked,"  tribal  attorney  Mary  Wynne  said.  No 
further  meetings  were  scheduled. 

The  tribe's  members  say  that  the  exposed  bones  are  the  remains  of  their 
ancestors  and  that  they  need  time  to  properly  rebury  them  according  to 
ancient  tribal  customs.  They  contend  that  if  the  federal  engineers  go 
ahead  with  their  plan  to  raise  the  water  level  again,  the  bones  will  be 
washed  away  and  lost  forever. 

However,  the  Army  engineers  have  maintained  that  if  they  cannot  dump 
more  water  into  the  man-made  Lake  Francis  Case,  about  100  miles  southwest 
of  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.,  water  will  back  up  in  two  larger  upriver  reservoirs 
that  are  intended  to  catch  the  spring  runoff.  The  result  could  be 
flooding,  widespread  damage  of  property  and  threats  to  public  safety, 
officials  asserted. 

"The  longer  it  goes  on,  the  potential  for  flooding  is  greater,"  said 
Paul  Johnston,  a spokesman  for  the  Corps'  Northwest  division  headquarters 
in  Omaha.  "We've  got  to  move  some  water,  but  at  the  same  time  we  want  to 
be  sensitive  to  their  concerns." 

In  addition,  officials  said  hydroelectric  power  plants  upriver  would  not 
be  able  to  operate  at  full  capacity.  Sen.  Tim  Johnson  (D-S.D.)  said  he  had 
been  told  by  the  Western  Area  Power  Administration,  which  operates 
hydroelectric  dams  on  the  Missouri  River,  that  there  was  a "$3.8  million 
cost  consequence"  if  the  Lake  Francis  Case  water  level  remains  lowered 
through  February  because  the  power  plants  will  not  be  able  to  put  enough 
water  through  the  upriver  dams  to  maintain  power  output  levels. 

The  dilemma  is  emblematic  of  similar  disputes  across  the  country  in 
which  federal  and  state  agencies  and  Native  American  tribes  are  arguing 
over  how  much  control  Indians  should  have  over  public  works  and  other 
projects  affecting  sites  the  Indians  regard  as  sacred,  including  ancient 
burial  grounds. 

The  Lummi  Tribe  near  Blaine,  Wash.,  has  filed  a claim  of  $30  million  in 
damages  over  the  removal  of  more  than  40  skeletons  during  excavation  for  a 
new  wastewater  treatment  plant  and  has  asked  the  federal  government  to  put 
the  burial  ground  into  trust.  Near  Minneapolis,  militant  Dakota  Indian 
protesters  have  been  attempting  to  forcibly  block  an  $83  million  state 
highway  project  they  say  will  destroy  a sacred  tribal  burial  site. 

Native  American  advocacy  groups  contend  that  there  are  scores  - possibly 
hundreds  - of  sacred  sites  at  risk  on  or  near  other  reservations,  even 
though  the  1990  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  was 
supposed  to  give  Indians  a greatly  expanded  role  in  protecting  ancient 
burial  grounds. 

Tribal  member  Faith  Spotted  Eagle,  who  said  her  ancestors  are  buried 
alongside  the  Francis  Case  reservoir  near  Pickstown,  S.D.,  said,  "The 
Corps  of  Engineers  seems  to  believe  that  if  people  are  poor  enough  and 
have  no  political  leverage,  it's  okay  to  destroy  the  remains  of  their 
relatives."  Spotted  Eagle  and  other  Yankton  Sioux  members  erected  a 
protest  encampment  of  tepees  and  have  been  tending  ceremonial  fires  at 
the  grave  site  around  the  clock  in  an  attempt  to  protect  the  bones. 

The  tribe  won  a reprieve  on  Dec.  23  when  a federal  judge  in  Sioux  Falls 
issued  a temporary  restraining  order  preventing  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
from  raising  the  water  level.  However,  federal  mediation  efforts  ordered 
by  U.S.  District  Judge  Larry  Piersol  failed  to  resolve  the  dispute,  and 
the  judge,  after  holding  a two-day  trial  last  week  to  hear  arguments  in 
the  Indians'  lawsuit  against  the  Corps,  said  he  would  issue  his  opinion 
Tuesday. 

Tribal  leaders  contend  that,  according  to  their  oral  histories,  the 


Yankton  Indians'  burial  of  their  dead  at  the  site  goes  back  at  least  to 
1838  and  probably  centuries  before  that.  The  tribe's  lawsuit  argues  that 
federal  engineers  promised  more  than  40  years  ago  to  remove  438  Indian 
graves  in  the  church  cemetery  before  flooding  the  area  for  a reservoir 
when  the  nearby  Fort  Randall  Dam  was  built.  Court  documents  indicate  that 
some  bodies  were  reinterred  elsewhere  under  a contract  with  a funeral 
home,  but  that  apparently  many  were  left  behind. 

Yankton  spokeswoman  Tessa  Lehto  said  tribal  elders  recall  that  when 
they  were  being  evacuated  from  their  homes  on  the  future  reservoir  site 
in  1950,  they  saw  partially  disinterred  graves  with  bones  sticking  out  of 
the  ground.  "Even  though  the  Corps  had  a contract  to  remove  all  the 
bodies  and  told  people  that  they  were  moved,  obviously  they  were  not 
because  human  remains,  including  complete  skulls,  are  there  lying  in  the 
sand,"  Lehto  said. 

Johnson  said  the  origins  of  the  dispute  were  "just  outrageous"  because 
the  federal  engineers  have  known  about  the  danger  of  graves  being  opened 
by  receding  water  for  decades  but  failed  to  do  anything  about  relocating 
the  remains. 

"It's  unfortunate  that  the  remains  were  not  relocated  with  the  proper 
dignity  in  the  first  place,  and  this  current  situation  needs  to  be  handled 
in  a timely  fashion,  but  with  the  utmost  respect  for  the  Yankton  Sioux 
Tribe  and  their  ancestors,"  Johnson  said.  "Unfortunately  there  is  a low 
level  of  trust  and  confidence  that  needs  to  be  addressed  quickly." 

Corps  of  Engineers  officials  said  that  last  month  the  Corps  lowered  the 
level  of  Lake  Francis  Case  by  18  feet  to  create  enough  capacity  to  hold 
water  released  at  two  hydroelectric  generating  plants  at  the  Big  Bend  and 
the  Oahe  dams  farther  north  on  the  Missouri  River.  They  said  the  river's 
six  dams  and  reservoirs  operate  in  a coordinated  system  designed  to 
create  enough  capacity  to  hold  the  expected  watershed  runoff  during  March 
thaws . 

Col.  Mark  E.  Tillotson,  the  Corps'  Omaha  district  commander,  said  his 
agency  has  sought  to  balance  the  operation  of  the  dams  with  the  handling 
of  the  human  remains. 

"We  will  do  everything  possible  to  operate  the  mainstream  system  for  the 
congressionally  authorized  purposes,  while  allowing  sufficient  time  for 
the  respectful  recovering  and  reburial  of  the  human  remains,"  Tillotson 
said.  "We  are  taking  steps  to  resolve  this  issue  respectfully, 
responsibly  and  as  soon  as  possible." 

However,  Lehto  said  that  last  week  the  Corps  gave  the  tribe  permission 
to  have  Todd  Kapler,  a Sioux  City,  Iowa,  archaeologist,  map  the  site 
today  but  then  on  Friday  revoked  the  permission.  Lehto  said  she  believed 
that  the  Army  reversed  itself  because  during  a brief  visit  to  the  site  on 
Thursday,  Kapler  found  baby  coffins  and  a particularly  grotesque,  nearly 
intact  skeleton  above  ground  and  that  the  Corps  feared  that  photographs 
taken  of  the  remains  could  cause  a "public  relations  disaster." 

Maggie  Oldham,  a Corps  spokeswoman,  said  the  reason  was  that  Army 
officials  wanted  to  check  Kapler's  credentials  and  references.  Also,  she 
said,  mapping  would  be  "premature"  in  light  of  the  resumption  of 
negotiations . 

Kapler,  in  a telephone  interview,  said  that  besides  bones,  he  found 
prehistoric  artifacts,  including  stone  tools.  He  said  the  tribe  was 
operating  on  "borrowed  time"  because  cold  weather  and  snow  could  make 
mapping  of  the  site  impossible 
c.  The  Washington  Post  Company 

Reprinted  under  the  Fair  Use  http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html 
doctrine  of  international  copyright  law. 

"RE : Unsung  Women  Who  Left  an  Indelible  Stamp"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Jan  2000  11:57:43  -0800 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : History  or  Herstory  ?? 

Unsung  women  who  left  an  indelible  stamp 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/lifestyles/html98/jdl_19990314. html 


By  Henry  Large  < jlar-new@seatimes . com> 

Times  Staff  Columnist 

We  put  a lot  of  weight  on  a person's  abilities,  on  what  it  is  he 
does  well.  And  often  the  gauge  we  use  to  measure  what  a person  can  do 
well  is  knowledge  of  what  he  has  done  well  in  the  past. 

You  give  the  job  to  the  guy  who  has  done  it  well  in  the  past;  you 
give  the  ball  to  the  man  you  know  can  take  it  to  the  hoop. 

That  is  also  how  we  evaluate  groups  of  people,  which  is  why  he, 
the  man,  the  guy,  is  whom  we  think  of  more  than  she  when  we  are 
considering  achievement.  We  don't  always  learn  what  women  have  done 
well  because  we  study  history  instead  of  herstory  or  their  story  or 
our  story. 

For  the  past  several  centuries,  women  have  had  fewer  opportunities 
than  men  to  prove  themselves,  but  even  when  they  have  excelled 
despite  barriers,  we  only  occasionally  acknowledge  women's  abilities. 
We  carry  forward  a gap  in  our  perception  of  who  can  do  what. 

There  is  this  quotation  on  the  opening  page  of  the  Web  site  of  the 
National  Women's  History  Project.  "Women's  history  is  the  primary 
tool  for  women's  emancipation."  (Gerda  Lerner,  Ph.D.,  history.) 

We  see  the  present  through  the  past,  and,  if  our  view  of  the  past 
is  incomplete,  our  view  of  the  present  is  necessarily  fuzzy. 

March,  of  course,  is  National  Women's  History  Month,  and  the  theme 
this  year  is  "Women  Putting  our  Stamp  on  America."  We  all  know  about 
Hillary  and  Monica  and  Ally  McBeal,  but  there  really  are  more  women 
to  contemplate  than  that  short  list. 

I thought  maybe  you'd  like  to  hear  about  some  of  the  women  who, 
over  generations,  have  left  their  stamp  on  America.  I picked  a few 
from  the  inductees  to  the  National  Women's  Hall  of  Fame  in  Seneca 
Falls,  N.Y. 

There  is  Suzette  La  Flesche,  an  artist,  writer  and  lecturer  and  a 
member  of  the  Omaha  tribe,  who  campaigned  for  Indian  rights  in  the 
late  1880s  and  got  Congress  to  change  some  of  its  policies  toward 
Indians . 

Virginia  Apgar  devised  the  Apgar  Score  in  1952  as  a way  to  tell 
immediately  whether  a newborn  child  needs  help  to  survive.  The  test 
significantly  improved  the  survival  rate  of  infants  in  the  United 
States . 

Ella  Baker  was  the  unseen  hand  behind  much  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King's  success.  She  helped  organize  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  and  ran  it  while  the  men  got  the  headlines. 

Maria  Mitchell  discovered  the  orbit  of  a new  comet  in  1847. 

Nellie  Bly,  as  a reporter  for  the  New  York  World  in  the  1880s  and 
1890s,  pioneered  investigative  journalism.  Her  reporting  led  to 
reforms  in  New  York's  mental  institutions. 

When  her  husband  died,  Bly  took  over  his  multimillion-dollar 
businesses,  made  them  more  profitable  and  did  some  things  that  many 
businesses  are  just  now  contemplating.  She  provided  gyms  and  health 
care  and  reading  classes  for  her  workers  on  the  theory  that  treating 
people  well  was  good  for  business. 

Annie  Hump  Cannon,  an  astronomer  in  the  first  half  of  this 
century,  developed  the  star  classification  system  her  profession  uses 
to  this  day. 

Nettie  Stevens  showed  in  a 1905  paper  that  X and  Y chromosomes 
were  responsible  for  determining  gender. 

There  have  been  untold  others,  women  who  as  individuals  or  in 
groups  changed  America.  One  of  the  nation's  first  civil  rights 
actions  was  a boycott  of  stores  by  black  women  in  Harlem  in  1931. 

For  every  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  or  Amelia  Earhart,  who  earned  a 
place  in  our  history,  there  are  numerous  women  whose  accomplishments 
were  not  acknowledged  in  our  history  books  simply  because  they  were 
not  the  gender  our  culture  was  accustomed  to  seeing  as  heroic. 

And  for  every  Emily  Dickinson  or  Babe  Zaharias,  there  have  been 
too  many  women  whose  talents  were  lost  to  us  because  they  were  turned 
away  from  opportunities  to  excel. 


Whenever  we  make  one  group  of  Americans  sit  on  the  sidelines,  we 
lose  part  of  our  collective  potential. 

Men  and  women  may  not  always  want  to  do  the  same  things,  but  we  do 
deserve  to  have  the  same  chances. 

You  can  reach  Derry  Large 
c/o  The  Times,  P.0.  Box  70,  Seattle,  WA  98111. 

Phone:  206-464-3346.  Fax:  206-464-2261 
E-mail:  jlarge@seattletimes.com 
Posted  at  06:26  p.m.  PST;  Sunday,  March  14,  1999 
E-mail  Comments  to  Editor  : Opinion@seatimes.com 
Seattle  Times:  Table  of  Content 
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"RE : National  Coalition  on  Racism  in  Sports  and  Media"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Dan  2000  10:55:34  -0600 
From:  Cyd  Crue  <crue@uiuc . edu> 

Sub j : Press  Release 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
1/14/2 000 

(This  release  was  postponed  out  of  respect  for  Mr.  Norman  Haney  Sr.,  elder 
and  senior  advisor  to  the  AIM-GGC,  who  passed  into  the  spirit  world 
1/7/2000) 

For  more  information  contact: 

Michael  S.  Haney,  Executive  Director  (612)944-7290 
Vernon  Bellecourt,  President  (612)721-3914 

Paula  Ostrovsky,  Public  Relations/Press  Officer  (217)344-6928 
Cyd  Crue,  NCRSM-IL  Vice  President  (217)355-6757 

The  National  Coalition  on  Racism  in  Sports  and  Media  (NCRSM),  a human 
rights  organization  directed  by  Native  American  leaders,  congratulates 
Vernon  Bellecourt  (NCRSM  President  and  founder;  National  Representative  of 
the  American  Indian  Movement  Grand  Governing  Council)  and  Clyde  Bellecourt 
(NCRSM  National  Board  of  Directors  member.  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement  Grand  Governing  Council)  on  their  distinction  as 
"Famous  Minnesotan  activists  of  the  20th  Century"  by  the  Saint  Paul 
Pioneer  Press.  The  Bellecourts  were  among  four  people  to  be  honored  in 
that  list.  In  addiction,  Dennis  Banks  (co-founder  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement)  was  distinguished  by  the  Minneapolis  Star  Tribune  as  one  of  "100 
Influential  Minnesotans",  where  nominees  were  chosen  based  on  the  impact 
they  had  on  the  state.  "This  is  a sign  that  times  have  changed  for  Indian 
people  in  this  country.  Twenty  years  ago  the  American  Indian  Movement 
(AIM)  was  considered  a radical  subversive  organization  by  the  U.S. 
Government.  In  the  past  few  decades,  AIM  has  successfully  challenged  and 
introduced  legislations  to  improve  the  lives  of  Indian  people,  it  runs  job 
training  and  youth  service  programs.  Today,  those  same  leaders  share  in 
important  National  and  International  forums,  and  are  a valued  voice  when 
it  comes  to  solving  problems  that  affect  Native  people",  remarked  Michael 
S.  Haney,  NCRSM  Executive  Director  and  also  leader  in  AIM.  The  NCRSM 
sincerely  hopes  that  the  transformation  of  mainstream  culture  attitudes 
towards  Indian  people  is  completed  in  this  new  era,  and  that  Indian  people 
are  accorded  the  respect  and  dignity  all  human  beings  deserve. 

AIM  and  NCRSM  have  been  at  the  forefront  of  the  struggle  against  the  use 
of  Native  imagery  in  sports  mascots  and  logos,  and  marketing  of  products. 
These  practices  would  not  be  tolerated  if  they  affected  any  other 
historically  oppressed  ethnic  group  in  this  country,  and  they  are 
indicative  of  the  challenges  Indian  people  face  today. 

National  Coalition  on  Racism  in  Sports  and  Media 

PO  Box  337,  Urbana,  IL  61803 

(217)344-6928  phone 

ncrsm@hotmail . com 

Website  http://ncrsm.tripod.com 

"RE;  Blackfoot  Nation  Declares  Independence"  


Date:  01/14/2000  9:52:46  AM  Pacific  Standard  Time 
From:  FBOYLE@LAW.UIUC.EDU  (Boyle,  Francis) 

Sub j : BLACKFOOT  NATION  DECLARES  INDEPENDENCE! 

Dear  Friends: 

I have  just  received  word  that  The  Blackfoot  Nation  has  recently 
declared  its  Independence  from  the  United  States  and  Canada.  I have  also 
been  told  that  the  Governor  General  of  Canada  personally  called  a Leader  of 
The  Blackfoot  Nation  to  acknowledge  this.  The  Governor  General  also 
expressed  her  personal  apologies  at  being  unable  to  attend  an  upcoming  event 
related  to  this  Declaration  at  The  Blackfoot  Reservation  because  of  a prior 
commitment . 

Although  I am  not  licensed  to  practice  law  in  Canada,  I believe  the 
Governor  General  is  the  Legal  Representative  of  the  Queen,  who  is  the  Head 
of  State  of  Canada.  I would  now  like  to  respectfully  request  President 
Clinton  to  call  The  Blackfoot  Nation  and  congratulate  Them  upon  their 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

I do  not  yet  have  the  documentation,  which  is  being  forwarded  to  me. 

They  do  not  yet  have  their  email  in  operation.  But  They  have  asked  me  to 
put  this  little  notice  on  the  internet  for  Them. 

May  The  Great  Spirit  hold  The  Blackfoot  Nation  in  the  Palm  of  HisHer 
Hand ! 

Francis  A.  Boyle 

Professor  of  International  Law 

Counsel  to  The  Blackfoot  Nation 

Francis  A.  Boyle 

Law  Building 

504  E.  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Champaign,  111.  61820 
217-333-7954  (voice) 

217-244-1478  (fax) 

fboyle@law. uiuc . edu  cmailto : fboyle@law . uiuc . edu> 

"RE : Congratulations  to  Blackfoot  Nation"  

Date:  17  Dan  2000  18:27:35  GMT 
From:  libyad817@aol.com  (Libyad817) 

Sub j : Re:  BLACKFOOT  NATION  DECLARES  INDEPENDENCE!  (fwd) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Hau  Brothers, 

We  have  sent  congratulations  to  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  in  Browning, 
Montana,  and  discussions  of  the  1851  treaty  are  ongoing,  with  plans  for  a 
spring  Council.  Other  signatory  Nations  should  get  in  touch  with  us,  or 
Browning,  and  the  Stoneys  have  also  expressed  interest  in  attending. 

We  have  many  things  to  discuss,  including  the  recent  takeover  of  Pine 
Ridge  as  a big  step  toward  allying  our  Confederacy  and  reclaiming  our 
cultures,  and  the  Land.  We  cannot  let  divisive  issues  sidetrack  us  from 
the  larger  strategy. 

Hau  wopila,  BlackFoot  Nation! 

David  Seals 

Secretary,  Bear  Butte  Council 

- "RE:  Fallon  Paiute-Shoshone  Tribe  Suing  Fallon"  

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Date:  Tue,  11  Dan  2000  23:32:36  EST 

Sub j : Fallon  Paiute-Shoshone  Tribe  suing  Fallon,  alleging  racism 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


from  Ish's  Native  News 


I wonder  if  anyone  else  thinks  this  is  sufficiently  important  to  warrant  a 
trial  court  amicus  brief? 

Martha 

Danuary  11th,  2000 
By  Frank  Mullen  Dr. 

RENO  GAZETTE-DOURNAL 

http: //www. rgj . com/ news/ stories/ reno/9475 66549 . html 

The  Fallon  Paiute-Shoshone  Tribe  is  suing  the  city  of  Fallon,  alleging 
racism  is  behind  the  city's  refusal  to  provide  utility  services  to  tribal 
property  in  downtown  Fallon. 

"It  is  racially  based,"  said  Treva  D.  Flearne,  lawyer  for  the  tribe.  "The 
city  claims  it's  an  issue  of  sovereignty  but  the  only  people  capable  of 
having  such  an  issue  are  Native  Americans.  Of  course  it's  racial." 

Michael  F.  Mackedon,  Fallon  city  attorney,  said  race  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  dispute.  Fie  said  the  issues  are  far-reaching  dilemmas  of  law. 

"The  heart  of  it  is  that  there  are  two  sovereigns  occupying  the  same  area," 
he  said.  "This  can't  be  reducible  to  racism.  It's  a question  of  an  area  being 
subject  to  the  authority  of  the  city  or  the  authority  of  the  tribe." 

The  controversy  revolves  around  36  acres  of  land  dubbed  the  Fox  Peak 
development  near  Churchill  County  Hospital  in  Fallon.  The  tribe  bought  the 
land  in  1997  at  a cost  of  $1.3  million  - money  coming  from  a water  settlement 
and  specifically  earmarked  for  the  tribe's  economic  development. 

Under  the  federal  water  settlement  law,  the  tribe  was  authorized  to  buy 
land  for  economic  development  purposes.  The  tribe  - like  all  American  Indian 
tribes  - is  a sovereign  nation  and  the  land  is  reservation  land  not  subject 
to  local  laws  and  regulations. 

The  land  has  500  sewer  connection  credits.  A sewer  line  extension,  paid  for 
by  the  tribe,  runs  through  the  property. 

The  tribe  wants  to  develop  the  area  and  long-term  plans  may  include  retail 
shops,  office  space,  and  an  assisted-living  development  for  elders. 

The  first  phase  of  the  property  was  to  be  the  gas  station  and  convenience 
store.  When  the  tribe  applied  for  sewer  service  for  those  buildings  last 
year,  the  city  council  not  only  refused  the  application  but  also  said  it 
would  not  grant  the  tribe  any  utility  service  on  the  property. 

Fallon's  position,  according  to  minutes  of  an  April  public  hearing  and 
council  meeting,  is  that  unless  the  tribe  takes  its  land  out  of  trust 
reservation  status  with  the  federal  government  and  cedes  jurisdiction  to  the 
city,  Fallon  won't  grant  any  city  services  to  the  development. 

Hearne  said  taking  the  land  out  of  trust  reservation  status  and  giving  up 
sovereignty  would  take  an  act  of  Congress. 

"It's  not  going  to  happen,"  she  said.  "The  tribe  has  a right  to  the  same 
utility  service  as  any  other  developer." 

Mackedon  said  other  developers,  unlike  the  tribe,  are  subject  to  the  city's 
authority. 

"(The  tribe)  is  not  subject  to  our  health  codes,  police  powers,  zoning, 
anything,"  he  said.  "There  are  so  many  questions  to  be  answered  before  we  can 
make  this  work.  It's  a profoundly  serious  matter  to  the  city." 

Hearne  said  the  tribe  has  offered  to  make  contracts  about  all  of  its 
concerns  and  those  contracts  would  be  enforceable  no  matter  who  is  in  office 
on  either  council.  She  said  other  cities,  such  as  Palm  Springs,  Calif.,  share 
land  with  tribes  and  make  all  kinds  of  agreements  for  fire  protection, 
zoning,  police  services,  and  other  matters. 

"The  bottom  line  is  that  Fallon  officials  don't  like  the  tribe  opening  up 
businesses  in  downtown  Fallon,"  she  said.  "They  don't  like  them  trying  to 
compete. " 

Hearne  said  both  precedent  and  common  sense  on  the  tribe's  side.  She  said 
the  tribe  has  a right  to  utility  service  and  the  federal  court  is  sure  to 
enforce  that  right. 

"The  tribe  will  do  whatever  is  suitable  to  the  zoning  and  planning  of  the 
city,"  she  said.  "This  is  a simple  issue  of  rights  denied." 

Mackedon  said  the  matter  is  complex  and  the  city  must  study  every  aspect  of 
the  question  before  it  gets  in  front  of  a judge. 

"This  is  a deep,  deep  controversy  with  profound  consequences,"  he  said. 


The  Public  Utilities  Commission  is  scheduled  to  meet  to  discuss  the  tribe's 
petition  on  Dan.  27.  The  PUC  staff  has  already  concluded  Fallon  should 
provide  the  utility  services  and  that  the  "island"  of  Indian  land  is  no 
different  from  any  other  undeveloped  parcel  within  the  city. 

The  PUC  staff  concluded  "as  a matter  of  federal  law,  denial  of  services  to 
a federal  enclave  constitutes  discriminatory  treatment  which  could  subject 
the  city  to  antitrust  and  equal  protection  legal  claims." 

Hearings  on  the  federal  lawsuit  U.S.  District  Dudge  Edward  Reed  have  not 
yet  been  scheduled. 

"RE : Utah  has  Cleanup  Plan"  

Date:  Sat,  15  lan  2000  18:43:42  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Utah  has  'Cleanup'  Plan 

The  Salt  Lake  Tribune  --  Water  Safety  Concerns  Spurred  Cleanup  Plan 
Saturday,  15  Dan,  2000 
BY  DIM  WOOLF 

MOAB  --  Utah  officials  have  haggled  for  years  over  what  to  do 
about  the  Atlas  uranium  mill  tailings.  But  it  wasn't  until  the 
Metropolitan  Water  District  of  Southern  California  got  involved  that 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  was  willing  to  act. 

On  Friday,  DOE  Secretary  Bill  Richardson  made  his  plan  for  moving 
the  tailings  pile  official,  addressing  the  fears  of  Los  Angeles  water 
officials  that  the  water  supply  for  millions  of  Southern  Californians 
would  be  threatened  if  the  10.5  million  tons  of  radioactive  dirt  were 
left  on  the  flood  plain  of  the  Colorado  River. 

Californians  won't  be  the  only  ones  to  benefit  from  Richardson's 
plan.  The  Northern  Ute  tribe  in  Utah  will  receive  84,000  acres  in  a 
land  exchange  to  pay  for  moving  the  tailings.  Richardson  said  it 
would  be  the  largest  voluntary  return  of  land  to  American  Indians  in 
the  lower  48  states  in  more  than  a century. 

Last  year,  the  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  (NRC)  decided  to 
leave  the  dirt  where  it  is  and  simply  cover  it  with  a protective  cap 
of  rock  and  soil.  But  water  officials  in  California,  Nevada  and 
Arizona  disagreed  with  the  decision. 

"Sixty-five  percent  of  our  water  comes  from  the  Colorado  River," 
said  Phillip  Pace,  chairman  of  the  powerful  Metropolitan  Water 
District  of  Southern  California. 

NRC  studies  showed  that  toxic  metals,  solvents  and  radioactive 
material  in  the  tailings  pile  would  continue  to  seep  into  the 
Colorado.  Contamination  levels  would  be  extremely  low,  but  downstream 
users  worried  about  the  long-term  consequences  of  drinking  the  water. 

So  the  water  users  joined  with  Utah's  political  leaders,  who  also 
opposed  the  NRC  proposal,  to  request  that  the  tailings  be  moved  to  a 
disposal  site  farther  from  the  river.  In  addition,  they  asked  DOE  to 
do  the  work  since  that  agency  has  cleaned  up  22  other  abandoned 
uranium  mills  around  the  country. 

"We're  doing  this  for  our  children,  our  grandchildren  and 
generations  to  come,"  explained  Pace. 

Richardson  gave  them  what  they  wanted  Friday.  He  announced  that 
DOE  will  request  legislative  approval  to  take  control  of  the  Atlas 
site  and  then  request  funding  to  move  the  waste  to  a specially 
constructed  disposal  site  somewhere  away  from  the  river.  The  Grand 
County  Council  wants  to  see  the  tailings  shipped  by  rail  to  a 
previously  identified  disposal  site  about  18  miles  north  of  Moab, 
said  Council  Chairwoman  Kimberly  Schappert. 

Before  arriving  in  Moab,  Richardson  met  with  leaders  of  the 
Northern  Ute  tribe  in  Fort  Duchesne  to  announce  plans  to  give  them 
84,000  acres  of  land  in  Naval  Oil  Shale  Reserve  No.  2,  located  east 
of  the  Green  River  and  adjacent  to  the  existing  Uintah  and  Ouray 
Reservation . 

One  stipulation  of  the  transfer  is  that  the  tribe  will  return  to 
DOE  about  8 percent  of  any  royalties  it  receives  from  oil  and  gas 


development  on  the  land.  The  money  will  be  used  to  help  pay  for 
cleaning  up  the  Atlas  site.  Another  stipulation  is  that  the  tribe 
will  cooperate  with  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management  to  preserve  a 
75-mile-long  section  of  the  Green  River  through  Desolation  and  Gray 
canyons.  The  east  side  of  the  popular  canyon  is  owned  by  the  tribe. 

"Today  we  are  doing  the  right  thing/'  said  Richardson.  "The  right 
thing  for  the  environment,  the  right  thing  for  the  Utes,  the  right 
thing  for  the  state  of  Utah  and  the  right  thing  for  the  American 
people."  The  land,  which  is  believed  to  contain  oil-rich  shale 
deposits,  was  given  to  the  Utes  in  1882. 

He  offered  special  praise  for  two  Utahns:  Gov.  Mike  Leavitt  for 
helping  to  move  the  projects  along,  and  actor  and  filmmaker  Robert 
Redford  for  inspiring  in  him  an  "environmental  ethic." 

Utah  Rep.  Chris  Cannon  predicted  that  convincing  Congress  to 
approve  the  land  transfer  to  the  Utes  would  be  "very  simple." 

Finishing  the  Atlas  cleanup  will  be  more  challenging,  he  said. 

While  having  the  Clinton  administration's  support  is  "critical," 
Cannon  said,  many  problems  need  to  be  resolved  in  Congress. 

For  example.  Cannon  anticipates  opposition  from  some  key  lawmakers 
to  allowing  DOE  to  take  control  of  the  Atlas  cleanup.  Some  members  of 
Congress  don't  want  to  see  DOE  given  any  more  responsibilities,  he 
said . 

Cannon  also  predicted  a long  struggle  convincing  Congress  to  come 
up  with  the  estimated  $300  million  needed  to  clean  up  the  Atlas  site. 

Rep.  George  Miller,  senior  Democrat  on  the  House  Resources 
Committee  and  a California  resident,  issued  a statement  Friday 
praising  Richardson's  decision  on  the  Atlas  issue  and  offering  his 
help  at  solving  the  remaining  problems. 

"I  look  forward  to  reviewing  the  specifics  of  this  proposal  and 
working  with  the  Secretary  and  my  colleagues  to  ensure  that  the 
Department  of  Energy  is  given  the  tools  and  resources  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  drinking  water  for  millions  of  Americans,"  said  Miller. 

Despite  the  obstacles.  Cannon  was  optimistic  the  Atlas  site  will 
be  cleaned  up  one  day.  Pointing  toward  the  tailings  pile,  he 
predicted:  "That  won't  be  there  in  10  or  15  years." 

(c)  THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

"RE : ute  Tribe  gets  Acres  Back"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Han  2000  18:41:37  -0800 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Ute  tribe  gets  acres  back 

Northern  Ute  tribe  gets  84,000  acres  back 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/ news/ nation- wo rld/index_20000115 . html 

Saturday,  January  15,  2000,  08:53  p.m.  PST 
by  Robert  Gehrke 
The  Associated  Press 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  - In  one  of  the  biggest  givebacks  of  Indian  land  in 
U.S.  history,  the  government  is  returning  84,000  acres  to  the 
Northern  Ute  tribe  as  part  of  a deal  to  clean  up  millions  of  tons  of 
uranium  waste  along  the  Colorado  River. 

Energy  Secretary  Bill  Richardson  announced  the  agreement  yesterday 
at  the  tribe's  headquarters  in  Fort  Duchesne,  about  110  miles 
southeast  of  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  deal,  which  the  Energy  Department  called  the  largest  return  of 
Indian  land  in  the  Lower  48  states  in  a century,  is  subject  to 
congressional  approval. 

The  land,  which  is  believed  to  contain  oil-rich  shale  deposits, 
was  given  to  the  Utes  in  1882.  But  in  1916,  on  the  eve  of  the 
nation's  entry  into  World  War  I,  the  federal  government  took  it  back 
to  create  a reserve  supply  of  oil  for  the  Navy  fleet.  The  reserve  was 
never  tapped. 

"The  land  is  not  needed  for  national  security  anymore,"  Richardson 


said.  "The  right  thing  to  do  is  turn  it  back.  They're  the  rightful 
owners . " 

Under  the  agreement,  the  Indians  can  open  the  land  to  oil  and  gas 
drilling,  but  they  will  have  to  pay  a percentage  of  the  royalties  - 
probably  about  8 percent  - to  the  government. 

That  money  will,  in  turn,  help  the  government  cover  the  $300 
million  cost  of  relocating  from  nearby  land  about  10.5  million  tons 
of  radioactive  rock  and  soil  left  over  from  the  mining  of  uranium 
during  the  Cold  War. 

"It  is  actually  a moral  issue  in  that  the  government  has  finally 
returned  to  us  what  was  taken  from  us  without  our  consent,"  said  0. 

Roland  McCook,  chairman  of  the  tribe's  governing  body. 

The  Energy  Department  estimates  that  the  land,  which  is  next  to 
the  4.4  million-acre  Ute  reservation,  holds  6 trillion  cubic  feet  of 
natural  gas,  or  about  30  percent  of  the  natural  gas  used  in  the 
United  States  during  1998.  There  are  no  estimates  of  how  much  oil  is 
there . 

The  radioactive  waste  sits  750  feet  from  the  Colorado  River  just 
outside  Arches  National  Park.  The  pile  is  about  50  miles  south  of  the 
land  being  returned  to  the  Utes. 

A study  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  found  that  toxins 
such  as  arsenic  and  ammonia  are  leaching  from  the  pile  and 
contaminating  the  river,  threatening  endangered  species  of  fish. 

Rep.  George  Miller,  D-Calif.,  has  also  raised  concern  that  the 
river  contamination  is  tainting  the  drinking  water  for  25  million 
people  in  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Southern  California. 

Denver-based  Atlas  Corp.,  the  company  that  operated  the  mine  from 
1962  to  1984,  has  declared  bankruptcy,  leaving  the  Nuclear  Regulatory 
Commission  to  clean  up  the  pile.  The  cleanup  bond  Atlas  left  behind 
was  woefully  inadequate. 

"This  is  a huge  breakthrough,  and  we're  very  heartened,"  said  Bill 
Hedden,  chairman  of  the  Grand  Canyon  Trust,  an  environmental  group 
that  had  sued  to  have  the  tailings  moved. 

Still,  the  possibility  of  oil  and  gas  drilling  on  the  land  makes 
environmentalists  uneasy.  The  Sierra  Club  is  pushing  to  have  roughly 
one-fourth  of  the  parcel  protected  as  wilderness. 
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"RE : Black  Mesa  Support  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Ian  2000  01:44:44  PST 

From:  "willie  Wallace"  <granmonta@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : BMIS  post  Dan  13 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

This  is  the  first  widespread  post  that  Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support  is 
issuing,  more  will  follow.  Please  read  the  below  article,  check  our  new  web 
page  (www.blackmesais.org)  and  give  us  any  necessary  input.  Please  let  us 
know  if  you  want  us  to  link  other  organizations  / web  pages  / etc... for  the 
Black  Mesa  / Big  Mountain  Issue  only! ! ! ! 

Also  please  let  us  know  if  you  have  received  this  twice,  or  if  you  wish 
to  be  removed  from  our  list,  apologies  if  you  have  this  and  don't  want  it. 

If  you  have  received  this  before,  please  only  distribute  this  copy,  changes 
have  been  made. 

Upcoming  Events: 

- Danuary  22  Pipe  Ceremony  and  Press  Conference  at  Camp  Anna  Mae, 

Big  Mountain.  Please  contact  520-773-8086,  leave  a 
message  and  we  will  provide  directions.  All  welcome  (support  and 

media  included). 

- Danuary  26  "SAVE  BLACK  MESA  PRAYER  WALK" 


(Flagstaff,  Arizona  to  Big  Mountain,  Dineh  Nation) 

START:  January  27,  2000  (Thursday)  from  the  San  Francisco 
Peaks  near  Flagstaff,  Arizona.  Sunrise  Ceremony  at  the  White  Vulcan 
Pumice  Mine  site  on  the  southeastern  slopes  of  the  San  Francisco 
Peaks.  Walk  will  proceed  down  a Forest  Service  Road  to  U.S.  Highway 
89  North. 

FINISH:  February  2,  2000  (Wednesday)  at  the  Heart  of  the 
Big  Mountain/Black  Mesa  Area. 

[This  is  a Prayer  Walk:  NO  Alcohol,  NO  Drugs,  NO  Weapons  or 
any  expression  of  Violence.] 

FOR  MORE  INFO:  E-mail,  Bahe,  at  iindon49@hotmail.com,  or  call 
Diana  in  the  evenings  at  (520)  779-1496. 

BMIS  ARTICLE  / UPDATE  JANUARY  13,2000 

FORCED  NATIVE  AMERICAN  RELOCATION  IMMINENT ???? 

THIS  ARTICLE  APPEARS  IN  THE  EARTH  FIRST!  JOURNAL  ( JAN/FEB  ISSUE).  THIS 
VERSION  HAS  BEEN  AMENDED  SLIGHTLY  TO  INCLUDE  MORE  DETAILED  INFORMATION. 

The  New  Year  began  with  the  first  major  snowstorm  of  the  season.  No 
precipitation  had  fallen  for  over  100  days,  and  everyone  welcomed  the 
moisture  that  the  snow  brought,  crucial  to  the  health  and  vitality  of  the 
People's  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats,  particularly  during  the  winter  and 
spring  lambing  season.  The  roads  were  nonetheless  difficult  to  drive  on,  and 
subzero  windchills  humbled  all. 

Whilst  the  passing  of  "Y2K"  proved  relatively  calm  and  nothing  like  the 
apocalypse  many  expected,  the  People  of  Black  Mesa  are  facing  the  final 
threatening  forced-relocation  deadline.  February  1,  2000  is  the  date  when 
all  Dineh  (Navajo)  living  on  the  so-called  "Hopi  Partition  Land"  (HPL)  who 
didn't  sign  the  Accommodation  Agreement  are  subject  to  unconditional  removal 
from  ancestral  homelands  at  the  hands  of  federal  and  tribal  agents. 

On  January  5,  2000  a public  announcement  issued  by  Navajo  Nation  president 
Kelsey  Begaye,  Hopi  Tribal  Council  (HTC)  chairman  Wayne  Taylor,  Jr.,  US 
Attorney  for  Arizona  Jose  deJesus  Rivera,  and  Christopher  Bavasi,  mayor  of 
Flagstaff,  director  of  Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian  Relocation,  stated 
that  no  forced  evictions  would  take  place  on  Feb.l;  that-while  the  HTC  could 
legally  evict  the  Dineh  as  of  Feb.l-they  have  pledged  to  allow  the  case  to 
run  through  federal  courts.  Of  course,  since  Resisters  have  already  been 
subjected  to  periodic  harassment  by  HTC  and  BIA  officials  for  many  years, 
Feb.l  could  very  easily  usher  in  a new  phase  of  intensified  pressure  against 
them  that  may  persist  for  months  or  years.  These  policies  are  by  their  very 
nature  genocidal,  and  must  be  thwarted.  We're  not  deterring  anybody  from 
coming  but  it's  important  to  understand  that  forced  evictions  are  unlikely 
to  take  place  on  February  1st.  Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support  (BMIS)  and 
Resisters  consulted  agree  that  it  would  be  good  to  utilize  incoming 
supporters  to  apply  pressure  in  nearby  cities,  do  networking,  and  to 
undertake  on-land  work  projects,  helping  families  prepare  for  long-term 
resistance  and  cultural  survival. 

Regardless  of  the  untrustworthiness  of  the  rhetoric  of  bureaucrats, 
families  facing  relocation  refuse  to  leave  their  ancestral  homeland.  Feb.l 
will  not  change  their  beliefs;  it  is  simply  another  tactic  initiated  by  the 
government  to  erode  the  strength  and  morale  of  Resisters.  The  following  are 
direct  statements  from  resisting  Dineh  Elders  given  to  BMIS  volunteers 
during  a fact-finding  expedition  to  the  Traditionals ' homes  in  early 
January,  2000.  Sincere  apologies  to  those  families  we  did  not  get  to; 
everyone's  views  are  valued.  Post-storm  conditions  combined  with  many  prior 
commitments  forced  us  off  the  Reservation  after  visiting  only  9 families.  A 
number  of  Elders  worked  hard  to  present  a range  of  diverse  viewpoints,  yet 
in  no  way  do  the  following  individuals  pretend  to  express  all  perspectives. 
Among  the  Dineh,  nobody  speaks  for  anyone  else. 

KEY  WATCHMAN:  "For  those  coming  it  may  be  expected  that  the  BIA,  Hopi 
Tribe,  and  State  police  will  put  up  road  blockades  , as  they  have  done  in 
the  past  (during  the  annual  Spring  Gatherings  and  Sun  Dances). 

Bring  video  equipment  please.  People  here  are  expecting  a good  SNOW!  Go 
through  the  (BMIS)  support  group  before  coming" 


ROBERTA  BLACKGOAT:  "We  have  no  choice.  Everything  is  out  of  our  pockets. 


Emptying  ourselves.  Digging  our  Mother  Earth,  killing,  making  weapons. 

Money  is  also  part  of  Mother's  precious  body  and  now  turning  around  and 
trying  to  kill  her.  Now  children  are  not  respectful. 

(They)  wanted  to  get  rid  of  all  these  human  beings;  to  take  (Mother 
Earth's)  hearts,  intestines,  which  (we're)  supposed  to  be  living  on. 

This  is  how  it's  been  set  by  Indians'  prayers;  taken  care  of  by  Indians' 
Holy  Songs  and  this  is  not  being  respected.  Visitors  not  respecting  this. 
This  has  to  be  stopped!  We  need  our  children  to  respect  the  earth.  Write  to 
congressional  leaders  in  Washington  & call  them  too.  Their  hearts  have  to  be 
touched.  I hear  McCain  is  running  for  president.  Not  good!  To  be  stopped! 
Also,  Hopi  say  they  will  do  nothing  but  people  do  not  believe  it. 

The  Creator  has  sent  us  here  to  take  care  of  the  land.  If  they  want  us  to 
leave  then  SUE  THE  CREATOR  FIRST!" 

PAULINE  WHITESINGER:  "I  have  no  formal  education  to  move  to  the  city  to  pay 
bills.  Here  is  simple  life,  I need  no  money  to  live  here...." 

We  borrow  this  land  from  Mother  Earth.  Nobody  on  Earth  can  say  it's  their 
land.  Father  Sky  is  looking  at  us  saying  we  shouldn't  be  saying  'this  is  our 
land.  ’ 

They  have  no  right  impounding  (livestock)  because  I told  them  not  to  come 

over  to  my  house  or  to  even  come  to  the  top  of  the  hill  to  look  at  my  house 

or  even  to  write  to  me." 

"What  do  they  want?  We  just  borrow  (the  Land)  and  live  here." 

GLENNA  BEGAY:  "We  the  Navajos  have  been  living  here  for  generations  and 
generations  and  the  bad  things  that  are  going  on  are  really  going  on!  What's 
the  real  reason  we  are  being  threatened?  My  ancestors  lived  here.  I was  born 
and  raised  here... peace  and  quiet!  The  land  was  beautiful  at  that  time. 

We  (once)  had  rain  and  snow.  Now,  we  don't  have  snow. 

Everything  we  live  in  belongs  to  us.  House ...  animals . Why  do  the  Hopi  and 

BIA  impound?  We  are  not  doing  anything.  They  are  the  ones  doing  things. 

It's  been  21  years  the  land  disputes  been  going  on.  That's  too  long.  And 
that  75-year  lease  they  added  on-I  ask  'Why?'  Are  they  going  to  be 
threatening  people  that  long?  We  live  here!  The  table  is  here;  we  eat  here. 
They  come  here  taking  our  food  away  from  us.  They  take  the  animals.  I want 
the  whole  thing  to  end  so  we  can  live  a happy  life.  So  we  can  live  the  way 
we  used  to  when  I was  very  young. 

It's  good  to  apply  pressure  on  McCain  and  all  the  others;  the  UN,  too. 

RENA  BABBITT-LANE:  "here'  alot  of  pollution  from  Peabody  Coal  Mine  and 
alot  of  the  people  are  sick  from  it. 

It's  our  land  on  this  Mesa-they  dont  need  to  bother  us.  They  cannot 
impound  anymore.  What  they  are  doing  to  us  is  making  us  sick.  There  has  been 
destruction  of  grave  sites.  They're  crushing  cement  foundations  of  people's 
homes  that  have  been  abandoned  because  of  relocation.  They  are  taking.  It 
shows  you  how  they  are  greedy.  They're  erasing  all  evidence  of  genocide.  Two 
burials  of  our  family  were  destroyed.  They  were  torn  down  and  taken  away 
somewhere. 

Let  them  all  come!  Whoever  can  come,  come!  Supporters  can  put  tents  up  at 
the  roads  for  lookout." 

LOUISE  BENALLY:  "It's  (the  use  of  direct  action)  up  to  the  people  who  have 
to  live  with  it  every  day  and  some  Navajo  are  scared.  Apply  public  pressure 
at  all  levels,  churches,  students-an  uprising  in  the  universities. 

Nov.  30th:  In  a vision  there  were  possibly  1,000  teepees  in  the  clouds  in 
the  East.  Later  that  day  the  sun  had  horns,  like  buffaloes,  meaning  'war.' 

It  shows  that  the  universe  knows  there's  an  imbalance. 

It's  a global  matter.  Burning  fossil  fuel  is  depleting  not  only  our 
culture  but  the  planet  too.  People  who  went  to  Seattle  we  give  high  honors 
too  because  they  stood  up  to... the  beast.  We  felt  we  were  there  in  spirit 
too.  They  (WTO)  are  disregarding  the  planet.  This  is  a global  issue;  WTO 
is  a big  contributor  (to  the  problem) . " 

We  can't  guarantee  shelter  for  everyone.  Know  when  coming  here  you  are 
taking  a risk  in  regards  to  shelter." 


LETA  O'DANIEL:  "I  know  supporters  have  their  own  lives  and  they  put  that 
aside  to  help  with  us  here  and  I wanted  to  show  my  appreciation.  Sitting 
down  with  me  and  even  just  talking  helps  a lot.  Supporters  are  always 
welcome  into  my  home.  Civil  disobedience  is  good.  It  shows  the  world  that 
our  ancestral  lands  are  being  taken  away.  I believe  if  there  are  supporters 
they're  (BIA)  going  to  hold  back  and  wait  for  them  to  leave.  They  don't  want 
to  be  on  the  news,  in  the  media  because  they  don't  want  to  be  exposed  like 
that.  I really  appreciate  their  support...  "If  it  wasn't  for  supporters, 
we'd  be  thrown  out  a long  time  ago"... as  my  mother  Maryrose  Bedoni  has  said. 
The  BIA  is  supposed  to  be  taking  care  of  us  but  instead  they're  working 
against  us.  We  borrow  this  land  from  Mother  Earth." 

Support  Needed  & Wanted  WHEN  PREPARED 

The  struggle  will  continue  long  after  this  "deadline".  Dust  as  the  Battle 
of  Seattle  opened  the  eyes  of  the  world  to  the  fact  that  'the  people’  can 
effect  change,  so  the  world  will  realize  people  can  prevent  the 
extermination  of  indigenous  peoples,  cultures,  and  ecosystems. 

Act  under  the  guidance  of  families!  Self  sufficiency  a must!  BMIS  has 
supporter  packets  including  cultural  sensitivity  & outfitting/preparation 
info;  you  must  have  this  packet  before  we  guide  you  to  the  Rez  and/or  place 
you  with  a family.  Communications/scanning  equipment  a priority. 

There  is  concern  throughout  'the  Land'  that  if  everyone  shows  only  for 
Danuary-February,  'the  authorities'  will  move  in  once  support  has  waned-a 
strategy  utilized  in  the  past.  It's  suggested  that  support  stagger  in 
during  the  coming  months.  Remember,  lambing  season's  busiest  months  are 
March  through  May. 

Demonstrations  are  being  planned  around  the  February  deadline  in  Flagstaff, 
Phoenix  and  Tucson.  Demonstrations  are  encouraged  in  all  other  cities  where 
relevant  offices  exist.  Please  consult  our  web  page  for  more  information. 

On-land  support:  sheepherding/firewood/household  help;  homesteading 
work/repairs  (carpentry/ roofing  skills  greatly  appreciated);  auto 
repair/maintenance;  farming  and  permaculture  projects; 
fence-building/repair;  eco-restoration/recovery  projects;  livestock 
monitoring/human  rights-copwatch  work;  transportation/shuttling  of 
supporters  and  resisters;  medical,  video,  and  communications/media  support. 

Off-land  support:  demonstrations/direct  action  at  key  offices  (see  below); 
office/media/computer  assistance  (our  office  currently  is  2 organizers' 
small  bedroom,  to  be  vacated,  funnily  enough,  by  Febl!); 
outreach/fundraising  ; letters/phone  calls  to  key  officials.  Office  and 
regrouping  space  is  desperately  needed  at  this  time!  We  are  spread  very 
thinly  and  need  help  with  action/demo  organizing  as  well  as  needs 
assessments  and  resource  procurement.  We  are  looking  for  office  space  to 
extend  our  support  network  as  well  as  residential  space  to  accommodate 
visiting  supporters. 

Prospective  supporters  are  requested  to  contact  BMIS  first.  Rides  to  and 
from  the  Land  are  available.  Gas  money  ($40)  and  supporter  packets  are 
mandatory.  No  housing  accommodations  are  available  in  Flagstaff,  although 
there  is  a hostel  and  several  very  low-budget  motels  in  town.  During  the 
winter  and  early  spring,  nights  are  ALWAYS  well  below  freezing.  While  some 
days  are  sunny  and  relatively  mild,  many  are  windy  and  cold,  and  can  be 
cloudy  and  wet  as  well.  It  DOES  snow  in  northern  Arizona-sometimes  quite 
copiously-so  be  prepared!  Stay  posted  for  updates,  historical  info,  etc.  We 
have  all  the  necessary  contact  info  for  informing  the  appropriate  public 
officials  both  at  the  end  of  this  update  and  on  our  web  page.  We  will  tell 
them  as  well  as  show  them  that  we  are  stopping  these  genocidal  policies.  THE 
WHOLE  WORLD  IS  WATCHING!!! 

Black  Mesa  Indigenous  Support 
Box  23501  Flagstaff,  AZ  86002 
voice-mail:  520-773-8086 
granmonta@hotmail . com 
www.blackmesis.org 

This  is  a NONVIOLENT  effort!  No  weapons,  alcohol,  drugs,  or  aggression 
toward  ANYONE! 

RELOCATE  THIS! ! ! 

Contact  info  for  appropriate  public  officials-give  them  no  rest!  Being 


respectful  and  responsible  is  a must,  the  families  on  the  land  will  have  to 
deal  with  the  repercussions  of  your  actions;  bear  that  in  mind.  You  may 
want  to  question  what  the  Tribal  Governments  / BIA  responsibilities  are? 

What  about  the  water  supply;  safe  road  conditions,  i.e.,  for  school  buses? 
They  are  supposed  to  be  helping  the  people,  not  harassing  them. 

They  won't  make  it  easy  for  you  however:  It  appears  the  HTC  phone  number 
doesn't  work  these  days,  & all  the  following  BIA  people  seem  to  be  on  sick 
leave-whereabouts  unknown. 

Wayne  Taylor,  Dr.,  Chairman:  Eugene  Kaye,  Chairman's  Chief  of  Staff, 

The  Hopi  Tribe 
P.0.  Box  123 
Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 

tel:  520-734-2441  (xl01  Wayne  Taylor)  (xl07  Eugene  Kaye) 
fax:  520-734-6665 

e-mail:  waynetaylor@hopi . nsn . us  jacquelinenahee@hopi . nsn . us  (for  Eugene) 
Kelsey  Begaye,  President, 

The  Navajo  Nation 
P.0.  Box  9000 
Window  Rock,  AZ  86515. 
tel:  520-871-6000 
fax:  520-871-6352 

Chris  Bavasi,  Mayor  of  Flagstaff  AND  Executive  Director 
Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian  Relocation  (ONHIR) 

(by  the  way,  his  annual  salary  is  between  $120,000  - $128,000  for  his 
position  as  Kit  Carson  of  2000  with  ONHIR) 
c/o  City  of  Flagstaff 
211  W.  Aspen  Ave. 

Flagstaff,  AZ  86001 
tel:  520-779-7600 
fax:  520-774-1977 

Leon  Berger,  former  executive  director  of  ONHIR  who  resigned  in  1982, 
stated,  "The  forcible  relocation  of  over  10,000  Navajo  people  is  a tragedy 
of  injustice  that  will  be  a blot  on  the  conscience  of  this  country  for  many 
generations . " 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA) 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  the  federal  police  force/managers  of  all 
'Indian  land'  held  in  trust  by  the  federal  Government.  For  example,  an 
injunction  was  put  on  the  HTC  stopping  them  from  doing  livestock 
impoundments,  so  the  BIA  does  it  for  them. 

BIA  Web  Page:  http://www.doi.gov/bureau-indian-affairs.html 
ROAD  MAP  TO  FIND  PHOENIX  BIA 

"COME  AND  SEE  US"  http://phxao.az.bia.gov/map.htm 
Wayne  Nordwall 

Regional  Director,  Phoenix  Regional  Office  of  the  BIA 

Tel:  602-379-6600  fax:  602-379-3886  / 602-379-4413 

P.O.  Box  10 

Phoenix,  AZ  85001 

email:  WayneNordwall@bia.gov 

Thomas  F.  "Tom"  Davis,  Land  & Water  Resources  Range  Conservationist 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Western  Regional  Office 

400  North  5th  Street 

Phoenix,  AZ  85004 

tel:  602-379-6600  or  379-4511 

http : //phxao . az . bia . gov/ map . html 

This  fellow  seems  like  more  polished  brass,  recently  came  up  with  a 
livestock  impoundment  team  to  deliver  a impoundment  warning  note  to  a 
family.  He  may  be  coming  along  after  so  many  complaints  were  made  about  the 
regular  field  agent  Fred  Chavez. 

BIA  Hopi  Agent  Fred  Chavez 
PO  Box  158 


Kearns  Canyon,  AZ  86034 

tel:  520-738-2225  ext  223  OR  520-738-2249  fax:  520-738-5187 
Fred  Chavez  is  the  man  'on  the  Land'  conducting  livestock  impoundments, 
among  other  things.  When  asked  how  he  felt  about  reducing  families  sheep 
numbers  below  sustainable  levels,  he  stated  that  his  job  did  not  concern  the 
peoples'  survival,  but  dealt  with  resource  management,  this  is  his 
job 

apparently  someone  has  to  do  it. 

Wendell  Honani . . . Fred ' s boss,  BIA  Flopi  Agency 
PO  Box  158 

Kearns  Canyon,  AZ  86034 

tel:  520-738-2225  or  738-2249. 

Mr.  Kevin  Gover  ...Director,  US  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

1849  C Street  NW  Mail  Stop  4140 

Washington,  DC  20240 

tel:  202-208-7163  fax:  202-208-6334 

This  is  the  BIA  guy  in  Washington. 

Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  (NHLC) 

Thomas  Benally  (Executive  Director)  and  Staff  (e.g.,  Roman  Bitsui)  of  the 
NHLC 

Navajo  Nation 
P.0.  Box  2549, 

Window  Rock,  AZ  86515 
tel:  520-871-6277 

NHLC  does  on-land  liaison,  they  were  very  active  last  deadline  (March,  1997) 
driving  around  with  federal  officials,  pressuring  families  into  signing  the 
Accommodation  Agreement.  We  may  have  allies  here. 

Senator  McCain  in  Washington,  D.C.: 

Senator  John  McCain  (R-Arizona) 

241  Russell-Senate  Office  Bldg. 

Washington,  D.C.  20510 

tel:  202-224-2235  fax:  202-228-2862 

http: //www. senate.gov/~mccain 

3ill  Peters  (Washington,  D.C.  office)  is  handling  Black  Mesa  issues. 

Although  McCain  has  recently  denied  knowledge  and  evaded  questions  on  the 
relocation  issue,  he  was  the  main  sponsor  of  the  1996  Accommodation 
Agreement  (P.L.  104-301).  He  talks  rhetoric  about  honouring  'Indian 
Treaties'  while  sponsoring  genocidal  policies  and  violating  human  rights  in 
his  'home  state’.  Please  flood  every  press  conference  etc.,  he  has  for  his 
presidential  campaign,  use  this  opportunity! ! ! 

Senator  McCain  in  Arizona  (3  offices): 

Senator  McCain  (Tucson) 

450  West  Paseo  Redondo,  Ste.  200 
Tucson,  AZ  85701 
tel:  520-670-6334 

Senator  McCain  also  has  2 offices  in  the  Phoenix  area. 

Congressional  Leaders 

By  zip  code:  http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/ziptoit.html  or  you  can 
search  by  state  at  http://www.webslingerz.com/jhoffman/congress-email.html. 
You  can  also  find  your  representatives  at 
http: //congress . nw. dc . u s /in novate/ i ndex. html 
"EVERYTHING  FOR  EVERYONE-NOTHING  FOR  OURSELVES!!" 
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To  Unsubscribe:  BIGMTLIST-unsubscribe@onelist.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

"RE : Racicot  Hopeful  Bison  Puzzle  Nearly  Solved"  

Date:  Mon,  10  lan  2000  22:44:39  -0600 
From:  "Brooke  Schiavi"  <brooke@wolf songs . com> 

Sub j : Racicot  'hopeful'  bison  puzzle  nearly  solved 

Racicot  'hopeful'  bison  puzzle  nearly  solved 
By  WILL  RIZZO 

Enterprise  Staff  Writer  and 
The  Associated  Press 

As  the  next  round  of  negotiations  on  bison  management  nears.  Gov.  Marc 
Racicot  said  Friday  the  state  will  "willingly  accept  the  risk"  of  bison 
roaming  from  Yellowstone  National  Park  into  Montana,  but  the  state  first 
needs  a guarantee  its  cattle  producers  will  be  protected  from  potential 
financial  harm. 

"We  have  to  be  assured  that  our  producers  will  not  be  harmed  and  we  need 
a partner  in  this,"  Racicot  said. 

In  a Friday  interview  with  The  Enterprise,  Racicot  said  the  majority  of 
management  issues  save  been  resolved  but  federal  agencies  and  the  state 
still  differ  on  several  key  aspects  of  the  clan. 

The  state  and  Montana's  cattle  producers  need  a guarantee  they  will  be 
protected-  through  federal  legal  action  or  reimbursement  -if  other  states 
impose  sanctions  over  Montana's  brucellosis-free  status,  Racicot  said. 

Federal  agencies  have  also  tried  unsuccessfully  to  convince  the  national 
association  of  state  veterinarians  that  allowing  untested  bison  outside 
Yellowstone  does  not  pose  a serious  risk  to  the  health  of  Montana's  cattle 
herd,  Racicot  said. 

Racicot  added  he  is  "hopeful"  for  a resolution  at  an  upcoming  hearing. 
"We've  made  an  extraordinarily  large  amount  of  progress,"  he  said. 

Last  week,  U.S.  District  Dudge  Charles  C.  Lovell  in  Helena  said  he  will 
oversee  a hearing  between  state  and  federal  agencies  on  Dan.  28  to  resolve 
their  differences  over  creating  a management  plan  for  bison  leaving 
Yellowstone . 

Lovell  also  ruled  in  favor  of  a request  fit  Montana  to  prevent  the  U.S. 
departments  of  Interior  and  Agriculture  from  continuing  develop  a bison 
management  plan  without  state's  participation. 

On  Dec.  13,  federal  agencies  filed  to  abandon  the  cooperative  effort  in 
response  to  what  they  say  was  Montana's  firm  opposition  to  allowing  untested 
bison  outside  the  park. 

Brucellosis  is  believed  to  cause  livestock  abort  fetuses  and  cause 
undulant  fever  humans.  The  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  estimates  half  of 
Yellowstone  National  Pa:  bison  herd  is  infected  with  brucellosis.  Since  1996 
roughly  1,200  bison  have  been  shot  or  shipped  to  slaughter. 

Spokesmen  for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  and  the  Animal  and  Plant 
Heath  Inspection  Service  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

"RE;  California  Indian  Gaming"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Dan  2000  11:08:55  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Prop.  1A  not  in  the  bag  yet ^Opposition  to  gaming  measure  said  almost 
nonexistent 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


>From  Victor  (quote  him!)  Rocha's  California  Indian  Gaming  News 
Prop.  1A  not  in  the  bag  yet 
By  Tim  O'Leary 
The  Press-Enterprise 


PECHANGA  INDIAN  RESERVATION 

Passing  out  pens,  lapel  pins  and  bumper  stickers  before  a buffet  flanked 
by  ice  swans,  seahorses  and  dolphins,  one  of  California's  largest  casinos 
lobbied  local  politicians  and  others  for  support  of  a pro-gaming  initiative. 

Indian  officials  Friday  pitched  for  passage  of  Prop.  1A,  which  would  grant 
them  a monopoly  on  slot  machines  next  March.  While  initial  opposition  to  the 
new  measure  has  been  scant,  tribal  members  are  not  letting  down  their  guard. 

"We're  still  the  underdog,"  said  Victor  Rocha,  a member  of  the  Pechanga 
Band  of  Luiseno  Indians  who  has  created  an  Internet  site  on  gaming  issues. 

He  scoffed  at  news  reports  that  a victory  at  the  polls  last  year  on  Prop.  5 
has  prompted  Las  Vegas  casinos  to  bow  out  of  the  high-stakes  battle  over 
Indian  gaming. 

"I  don't  buy  it,"  Rocha  said.  "It's  do  or  die.  We're  fighting  this  like 
our  backs  are  against  the  wall." 

Among  the  guests  at  the  luncheon  in  the  tribe's  bingo  pavilion  were  two 
state  assemblymen,  three  Temecula  City  Council  members  and  two  from 
Murrieta . 

Lunch  speakers  included  Mark  Macarro,  Pechanga  tribal  chairman  and  star  of 
the  pro  Prop.  1A  television  campaign.  Though  critics  say  the  measure  will 
expand  gaming,  Macarro  touted  the  benefits  of  gaming  revenues  to  his  tribe 
and  the  Temecula  Valley. 

That  money  has  helped  reduce  Indian  unemployment,  alcoholism  and  suicides 
and  has  improved  reservation  housing,  fire  protection  and  senior-citizen  and 
youth  services,  Macarro  said. 

In  Riverside  and  San  Bernardino  counties,  gaming  has  created  6,000  jobs 
that  pay  workers  $90  million  a year,  according  to  figures  quoted  by  Macarro 
and  other  proponents.  Inland  casinos  also  donate  more  than  $3  million  a year 
to  local  charities  and  scholarships,  proponents  said. 

"That  is  absolutely  incredible,"  Macarro  said.  "If  this  isn't  reason  alone 
to  support  Prop.  1A,  I don't  know  what  is." 

Terry  Gilmore,  a Temecula  car  dealer  and  president  of  the  Murrieta  Valley 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  estimated  that  jobs  created  by  Pechanga  Entertainment 
Center  have  boosted  his  dealership's  sales  by  $10  million  since  the  casino 
opened  nearly  five  years  ago. 

"I  think  it  (Indian  gaming)  is  working,"  he  said.  "I  don't  see  any 
negatives . " 

The  two  state  legislators  agreed. 

"If  there  were  problems,  we'd  see  them  by  now,"  said  Assemblyman  Rod 
Pacheco,  R-Riverside. 

Assemblyman  Bill  Leonard,  R-San  Bernardino,  predicted  that  Prop.  1A  will 
pass,  but  the  luncheon  and  other  such  get-out-the-vote  efforts  are 
important . 

"I  think  this  will  be  a much  easier  campaign,  but  I never  take  any 
campaigns  for  granted,"  he  said. 

The  amendment  to  the  state  Constitution  would  ratify  the  governor's 
gambling  deal  with  tribes  by  granting  Indian  casinos  a monopoly  on  slot 
machines  now  banned  in  California.  Unlike  the  battle  last  year  over 
Prop.  5,  which  sanctioned  Indian  gaming.  Prop.  1A  is  supported  by  the 
state . 

The  new  state  regulations  would  set  limits  on  the  number  of  slot  machines, 
require  gaming  tribes  to  share  revenues  with  those  that  do  not  have  casinos 
and  permit  labor  unions  to  organize  casino  workers.  Prop.  5 was  passed  by 
voters  in  November  but  was  ruled  unconstitutional  by  the  state  Supreme 
Court . 

Tim  O'Leary  can  be  reached  by  e-mail  at  tolearyfilpe.com  or  by  phone  at 
(909)  587-3133. 

Published  1/15/2000 
Contact  the  metro/news  staff. 
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"RE : Belonging"  


Date:  Sun,  16  Ian  2000  16:11:36  -0500 


From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj : Belonging. . 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

dlaan 'te ' 

Long  time  no  see  to  all  my  friends  here,  but  I'm  not  staying.,  just 
passin'  through..  I've  been  travelling  a lot  since  my  last  visit,  most 
recently  with  relations  among  the  Pikanii  of  the  great  Siksika  Confederacy 
(with  the  Peigan  of  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy  for  the  academics  here). 

I had  the  pleasure  of  sharing  good  talk  & strong  coffee  with  the 
representatives,  young  & old,  of  many  families,  & I was  heartened  by  the 
fires  that  refuse  to  be  extinguished.  It  was  especially  good  to  meet  some 
new  (to  these  eyes)  members  of  the  Small  Legs  family.  It's  always  strange 
to  meet  grown  men  who  now  have  place  in  council  who  were  only  5,  6 years 
old  last  time  I saw  them.  I hold  a special  place  in  my  heart  for  the  Small 
Legs  family.  This  family  is  still  strong  as  it  was  in  Nelson's  day,  still 
living  as  the  old  ones  meant,  as  a family  that  is  one  of  the 
family-of -families  that  constitute  the  Nation.  All  that  I met  & smoked 
with  know  that  it  isn't  just  being  born  that  makes  someone  a son  or 
daughter  of  the  Nation  - it's  what  you  do  with  that  gift  of  life  *on 
behalf  of  the  Nation  & for  the  common  good*  that  earns  one  the  right  to 
belong. . . 

I just  want  to  comment  on  one  of  the  emails  sent  to  me  along  my  travels, 
then  I'm  off  again  to  northern  BC..  The  email  mentioned  that  someone  on 
this  ng  had  asked,  "What  makes  one  an  Indian?",  & someone  whose  fingers 
obviously  type  faster  than  their  brains  can  move  gave  the  flippant  answer, 
"..  birth."  No  names  were  mentioned,  so  I'm  not  sure  what  planet  the  reply 
came  from  folks,  but  I think  that  everyone  on  this  planet  knows  that 
besides  birth,  marriage  & adoption  are  the  other  two  thirds  of  the 
equation  that  forms  family  here.  Apparently  they  propagate  without 
marriage  or  adoption,  like  bacteria,  on  that  other  world. 

It  is  family  that  has  the  *only*  legitimate  right  to  say  who  is  & who  is 
not  a member  of  that  family.  That  is  a fact  of  life  in  *every*  culture 
humanity  has  developed  since  time  began.  It  is  undeniable.  Who  dares 
dictate  to  me  as  to  who  is  my  son  or  daughter,  or  my  wife  or  your  husband? 
The  governments  of  Germany  from  1933-1945  & in  South  Africa  until  the  fall 
of  apartheid  are  the  most  glaring  examples  of  'authorities'  that  held  to 
such  warped  presumptions.  Those  evil  regimes  actually  held  the  absurd 
belief  that  one's  skin  colour  or  "blood"  had  something  to  do  with  one's 
ability  to  exercise  rights.  The  BIA  & DIA  on  this  continent  chose  this 
eratz  science  as  a great  tool  to  administer  Indian  files  & cut  down  on  the 
expense  of  maintaining  treaty  rights  of  the  Nations,  given  that  adherence 
to  such  stupidity  inevitably  leads  to  a "racially  pure"  Nation's 
disappearance  within  a relatively  short  century  or  two. 

Unfortunately,  a few  of  the  true  Nations  of  this  land  have  begun  to 
swallow  that  make-believe  nonsense  about  the  existence  of  more  than  just 
the  human  race  - extending  the  divisions  of  humanity  into  some  weird 
pseudo-science  that  pretends  that  there  is  some  sort  of  significance  to 
the  superficial  & ridiculously  minor  variations  among  mebers  of  the  human 
race  such  as  skin  tone,  DNA  sequences  or  even  the  shape  of  teeth.  They 
(the  few  among  the  Nations  that  have  fallen  into  this  trap)  forget  that 
(quite  rightfully)  the  world  has  no  tolerance  for  "race-based  rights." 
Again,  the  regimes  of  Nazi  Germany  & pre-liberation  South  Africa  are  the 
most  glaring  examples  of  where  such  "race-think"  leads  (&  good  riddance  to 
such  destructive  ignorance/arrogance  too).  "Purity  of  bloodlines"  is  talk 
fit  for  cattle  breeders,  not  human  beings. 

The  rights  of  the  First  Nations/Tribes  are  based  on  *political*  realities 
on  the  fact  that  the  Tribes/First  Nations  of  this  hemisphere  are  NATIONS, 
*not*  on  the  horse-manure  make-believe  about  "race".  The  traditional 
governing  structures  of  most  of  the  Nations  of  this  hemisphere  are 
family-based,  the  Nation  comprised  of  a family-of -families . Leadership  so 
designated  by  those  families  is  accountable  to  those  families,  *not*  to 
some  vague  notion  of  "public"  & certainly  not  meant  to  pander  to  the 
family/Nation  destroying  notion  of  "individual-as-paramount" . 


How  much  difference  is  there  between  the  make-up  of  my  DNA  strands  & that 
of  any  other  member  of  the  human  race..?  A whopping  0.00003%.  ..  "Tooth 
shapes?!"  Having  no  teeth,  that  idiocy  would  classify  me  as  non-human  I 
guess.  And  my  skin  tone  varies  from  dark  brown  in  some  places  to  white, 
pink  & even  blue  in  others.  The  notion  of  "clour-based"  differences  in 
humans  is  so  absurd  that  whenever  I meet  anyone  who  thinks  that  skin 
colour  means  something  I sometimes  offer  to  let  them  kiss  my  pink  parts, 
anytime.  It  usually  shuts  them  up  pretty  quick,  so  go  ahead  & try  it  for 
yourself  if  the  "thoroughbred  animal  breeders"  bother  you.. 

The  far  right  (ie,  neo-Nazis  such  as  the  Reform  Party  of  Canada,  many 
Republican  Party  House  & Senate  leeches  in  the  USA,  Australia  First  Party, 
etc..)  have  begun  using  the  monster  illusion  about  "race"  & "race-based 
rights"  as  a lever  in  the  continuing  war  to  destroy  the  true  Nations  of 
this  land  & to  extinguish  the  rights  of  their  citizens/members.  For  years 
these  same  dimwits  have  used  the  crap  about  "race"  to  attack  the  Nations 
by  using  it  as  the  basis  for  exclusionary  policies  (eg,  assimilate  or 
starve).  Now  they  want  to  use  the  same  nonsense  to  destroy  them  by 
inclusion  (ie,  assimilate  because  your  rights  are  "race-based"). 

Beware  of  the  trap  of  "race".  It  is  as  fatal  as  the  swords  of  the 
conquistadors  & the  bullets  of  the  7th  cavalry.  Your  rights  as 
citizens/members  of  a Tribe/First  Nation  are  yours  because  your  family  & 
others  who  share  that  land,  language  & customs  were,  are  NATIONS!  ..  NOT 
because  of  "bloodlines"  or  "DNA".  Nations  long,  long  before  those  terms 
even  existed.  And  "birth"  is  just  one  of  the  three  (3)  means  of  admission; 
you  have  to  *earn*  your  right  to  belong,  every  single  day.  No  rights 
without  responsibilities..! 

As  I'd  mentioned  often  during  my  time  here  on  this  newsgroup,  I know  many 
of  different  colours  who  are  full-fledged  members  of  various  Nations  of 
this  land.  And  I dare  *anyone*  who  has  the  slightest  understanding  of  the 
meaning  of  sovereignty  of  the  Nations  to  declare  to  these  Nations  that 
they  are  wrong,  that  they  are  not  permitted  to  say  anyone  is  a member  of 
their  families  because  of  some  superficial  detail  such  as  "DNA"  or  "skin 
colour"  or  because  of  the  shape  of  their  teeth  or  of  their  "retinal 
cones" . . . 

So  all  those  who  still  believe  in  the  principles  handed  down  by  countless 
generations,  who  refuse  to  play  the  "race  game,"  sing  along  with  me,  a 
song  I've  sung  many  times  before  in  my  years  on  this  ng..  All  together 
now.,  anawun,  anatoo..  "It  ain't  DNA,  BIA  or  DIA. . it's  FAMILY!!"  .. 

Good..  Now  again..  Louder!! 

with  respect  to  those  that  know..,  & my  prayers  as  always  for  those  that  I 
know.  . 

(I'll  be  back  in  a month  or  2 or  3..) 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 

"RE : Tribes  Harder  Hit  by  Welfare  Cuts"  
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Tribes  Harder  Hit  by  Welfare  Cuts 
c.  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
January  10,  2000 

Indians  --  particularly  Utes  --  will  have  a more  difficult  time  dealing 
with  the  loss  of  welfare  benefits  than  other  segments  of  the  population,  a 
University  of  Utah  researcher  says. 

"The  Utes,  as  well  as  other  ethnic  groups,  not  only  suffer  from  living  in 
rural  areas  where  jobs  are  scarce  but  face  discrimination  when  they  apply 
for  work,"  said  Laurie  DiPadova,  head  of  the  university's  Center  for  Public 
Policy  and  Administration. 

Unemployment  rates  tend  to  be  higher  on  reservations  than  in  neighboring. 


depressed  rural  economies  and  Indians  typically  earn  less,  she  said.  The 
median  income  for  a Ute  is  $14,500  a year,  according  to  state  statistics. 

Hundreds  of  Utah  residents  will  no  longer  be  eligible  for  cash  payments 
through  the  Temporary  Assistance  for  Needy  Families  program.  The  state 
imposed  a three-year  lifetime  limit  on  public  assistance  in  connection  with 
federal  welfare  reform  measures.  The  first  group  of  welfare  recipients, 
including  two  Ute  families,  hit  the  deadline  New  Year's  Eve. 

The  state  Department  of  Workforce  Services,  which  administers  welfare  in 
Utah,  has  worked  with  people  for  months,  trying  to  prepare  them  for  the 
transition.  Many  qualify  for  hardship  extensions. 

Some  families  will  immediately  feel  the  impact  of  losing  benefits,  but 
DiPadova  said  she  is  more  concerned  about  the  long-term  effects  of  welfare 
reform.  The  system  lacks  a way  to  track  the  progress  of  people  who  move  off 
public  assistance,  she  said. 

"We  have  no  clear  way  of  documenting  gaps  in  service  provision  or  of 
determining  how  to  meet  the  changing  needs  of  the  poor,  much  less  measuring 
the  effectiveness  of  welfare  reform,"  she  said. 

The  Social  Research  Institute  at  the  university's  Graduate  School  of 
Social  Work  has  been  following  groups  of  former  and  soon-to-be  former 
welfare  recipients.  Though  helpful  and  necessary,  the  studies  are 
inconclusive  and  whole  populations,  notably  Ute  Indians,  are  not  covered 
by  the  data,  DiPadova  said. 

DiPadova  says  the  Utes  are  particularly  vulnerable. 

A tribe  is  eligible  for  a welfare  extension  if  its  unemployment  rate  is 
higher  than  50  percent.  Such  is  the  case  with  Navajos.  But  the  Utes  are 
geographically  spread  out,  living  in  what  DiPadova  calls  a "checkerboard" 
reservation.  The  law  isn't  applied  the  same  to  dispersed  reservations  as  to 
intact  reservations,  making  their  allowances  different,  she  said. 

The  average  unemployment  rate  on  Ute  reservations  is  77  percent,  she 
said.  The  rate  in  Duchesne  County,  where  many  Utes  live,  is  7.1  percent, 
still  well  above  the  state  average,  DiPadova  said. 

Drain  Brush,  Workforce  Services  spokesman,  said  there  is  disagreement 
over  which  unemployment  rate  should  be  applied  because  the  Ute  reservations 
lie  on  Indian  trust  lands  in  Uintah  and  Duchesne  counties  that  encompass 
more  than  the  reservations . Workforce  Services  administrators,  tribal 
leaders  and  others  are  meeting  to  decide  on  the  rate. 

Workforce  Services  is  working  with  the  Navajo  Nation  to  take  over  some 
welfare  programs,  including  Temporary  Assistance  for  Needy  Families,  Brush 
said.  The  agency,  however,  is  not  doing  the  same  with  the  Ute  Tribe. 

"RE : Peace  & Dignity  Journey  2000"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Jan  2000  08:51:45  -0600 

From:  "Frank  Blazquez"  <Frank_Blazquez@ipsd . org> 

Sub j : Peace  & Dignity  Journey  2000 

Tiahui  & A' ho  Gary, 

Hope  all  is  well  for  you  and  Janet.  I have  enclosed  some  information 
concerning  the  Peace  and  Dignity  2000  Journey.  Could  you  please  post  the 
info  on  the  NA  News  web  site.  As  you  will  read  we  are  extremely 
interested  in  the  participation  and  inclusion  of  inmates. 

Tlazohkamati, 

Frank  (Tekpatltzin) 

I am  posting  the  following  information  pertaining  to  the  Peace  and 
Dignity  Journey  (Run)  2000.  This  journey  (and  some  of  you  may  be  familiar 
with  this  project  already)  began  in  1992  with  the  goal  of  uniting  the 
Indigenous  Nations  of  the  North  (Eagle)  and  the  South  (Condor).  Eagle 
staffs  were  carried  by  lead  runners  of  many  nations  and  the  sacred  run 
began,  simultaneously,  in  Alaska  and  Peru,  with  the  eventual  meeting  of 
all  runners  and  staffs  on  October  12,  1992  at  the  pyramids  of 
Teotihuakan,  Mexico.  There  is  of  course  much  more  history  with  the 
journey.  If  any  of  you  are  interested  in  reading  more  and  also 
participating  this  year  there  is  a web  site: 


WWW.peace-dignity2000.net/index.htm 


As  we  enter  a new  Sun  the  indigenous  spirit  is  strong  and  continues  to 
awaken  many  of  the  people.  Whether  it's  in  the  urban  areas  or  the 
reservations,  the  midwest,  the  southwest  or  the  east  coast  we  are 
starting  to  see  a strong  sense  of  awareness  and  pride  in  one's  ancestors. 

The  Great  Spirit,  Ometeotl,  has  provided  each  of  us  with  the  gift  of  life 
and  spirit.  Many  obstacles  have  been  placed  in  front  of  us  in  the  last 
508  years  but  it  is  time  to  come  together  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  all 
people,  huge  task  that  it  is. 

Runners  and  volunteers  are  needed.  The  coordinating  office  for  the 
Northern  Dourney  this  year  is  in  Denver  (Rocky  Rodriguez).  Tributaries 
are  being  organized  for  the  west  and  east  coasts  and  through  the  midwest 
and  Chicago.  The  runs  are  scheduled  to  begin  in  May  and  end  jointly  in 
Mexico  in  October.  This  time  around  the  runners  will  attempt  to  run  by  as 
many  prisons  and  sacred  sites  as  possible.  We  are  going  to  encourage 
inmates  to  join  us  by  running  behind  the  walls  for  the  five  or  so  months 
of  this  journey.  One  idea  proposed  is  that  each  runner  carry  the  name  of 
an  inmate  and  carry  that  to  the  end  of  the  run  in  Mexico.  As  runners 
approach  the  prisons  prayers  will  be  offered  quite  possibly  a song.  There 
is  more  information  coming  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Tlazohkamati, 

Tekpatltzin 

Kalpulli  Yetlanezi-Tolteka  13 
frank_blazquez@ipsd .org 
mexicapride@earthlink. net 

THE  PRAYER  FOR  PEACE  & DIGNITY! 

The  Prophecy  of  the  Eagle  and  the  Condor  is  told  by  many  Native  nations 
in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  The  following  is  an  elaboration  from  the  Peace 
and  Dignity  Journeys  Confederation  of  the  Eagle  and  Condor  Coordinating 
Council . 

The  Elders  of  this  continent  remember  and  talk  about  a prophecy  that 
foretold  how  we  will  come  together  and  reunite  as  one.  We  are  like  a body 
that  was  broken  into  pieces  and  this  body  will  come  back  together  to  be 
whole  again.  They  speak  about  this  in  the  South,  Center  and  North. 

Our  Elders  tell  us  that  we  will  unite  and  get  our  strength  back  like 
many  arrows  that  will  not  be  broken.  They  remember  the  history  to  keep  the 
fire  alive.  We  have  to  come  together  to  be  one,  to  have  complete 
understanding.  The  main  tool  used  was  the  arrow  because  our  ancestors  all 
over  the  continent  were  hunters.  In  time  they  added  this  arrow  to  a sacred 
bow.  This  bow  is  used  all  over  this  continent  and  is  what  we  call  the  half 
moon.  They  knew  we  would  be  around  and  this  bow  would  be  again  in  the 
center,  marking  the  direction  that  we  should  take.  If  we  take  a step  we 
send  this  arrow  to  follow. 

All  of  our  people  have  to  make  a new  design  for  our  children  and  the 
future  generations.  They  said  it  is  written  in  the  stars  and  we  have  to 
make  this  work  so  they  can  move  the  spiritual  energy.  This  will  begin  a 
new  time  when  we  can  take  the  Spirit  in  our  own  hands  when  the  Eagle  and 
Condor  reunite. 

Our  leaders  said  that  we  should  not  forget  to  pass  this  message  to  our 
children.  We  will  reunite  our  family  and  our  people.  Their  Sun  will  be  a 
new  light.  When  this  is  done  the  people  will  fulfill  their  destiny.  The 
pieces  will  be  in  place.  There  is  a space  for  everybody  and  they  will  be 
apart  of  this  prophecy.  The  majority  of  our  leaders  say  don't  forget  to 
teach  our  children.  All  of  the  last  leaders  that  were  in  command  said  to 
keep  the  family  together.  We  will  be  standing  in  this  new  design.  We  will 
hold  this  in  our  home  one  day.  Teach  from  Father  to  Son,  from  Mother  to 
Daughter.  It  is  very  simple  to  understand. 

The  Encounter  of  the  Condor  of  Urin  and  the  Eagle  of  Hanan 

This  Prophecy  was  related  during  the  First  Encuentro  of  Indigenous  Peoples 
in  Quito,  Ecuador  in  1990. 


In  the  unfolding  of  the  life  of  the  Indian  Nations,  every  five  centuries 
produces  transformations  of  both  foundations  and  forms.  With  these  changes, 
life  does  not  lose  its  essence.  It  becomes  covered  with  new  skin.  The  old 
is  rejuvenated.  It  is  nourished  with  pure  energy.  This  energy  Is 
transmitted  by  the  great  spirits  of  Allpa  Mama  and  Pacha  Mama,  that  Is,  of 
nature  and  of  the  Universe,  in  general. 

Thousands  of  years  ago,  when  life  Initiated  its  vital  cycle,  Pachakamak 
(God  of  Time)  created  Inti  (the  sun)  and  Quilla  (the  moon)  out  of  the 
union  of  it's  tears  and,  thus,  gave  birth  to  the  Runas,  to  the  people,  of 
this  continent  Appla-Yala  and  In  this  birth  emerged  the  Condor  and  the 
Eagle,  the  Kuntur  of  Urin  and  the  Anga  de  Hanan,  their  spirits  continually 
enriching  the  veins  of  the  Runas  of  this  continent. 

Their  strength  motivated  the  north  and  south  to  unite.  The  union  of  the 
people  of  the  North  with  the  South  also  signifies  the  union  of  the  Condor 
and  the  Eagle.  The  Condor  and  the  Eagle  join  their  tears  from  Dahanpacha 
(the  sky)  to  Ucupacha  (the  underground . ) Out  of  this  union  sprang  Central 
America.  In  this  piece  of  earth  was  concentrated  the  wisdom  of  Hana  and 
Urin.  New  nations  developed,  whose  inhabitants  had  the  capacity  to  sow  the 
earth  In  the  middle  of  a great  ocean  and  convert  it  into  what  is  today 
Central  America.  These  peoples,  oriented  by  the  laws  of  Allpa  Mana  and 
Pacha  Mama,  had  to  pass  through  difficult  situations,  one  of  which  was  the 
splitting  of  its  nations  into  four  parts.  After  this  tragedy,  the  Willak 
Umus  (prophets)  instructed  their  Amautas,  Curacas,  Arawikus  or  wise  men  to 
create  prophecies  that  would  orient  and  guide  our  peoples.  These 
prophecies  would  teach  the  Indian  nations  to  maintain  themselves  solid, 
united  and,  above  all,  to  search  for  the  most  appropriate  paths  for  their 
liberation . 

The  beginning  of  the  liberation  of  the  Indian  people  would  be  symbolized 
by  different  prophecies,  one  of  which  Is  the  union  of  the  tears  of  the 
Condor  of  Urin  and  the  Eagle  of  Hanan.  The  union  of  these  tears  would 
cauterize  our  wounds  and  fortify  our  spirit,  body  and  thought.  The  great 
spirit  would  open  furrows  and  in  each  furrow  would  water  its  seed,  and  In 
each  step  would  spring  battalions  of  men  who  would  bare  their  chests  to 
fend  off  the  daggers  of  the  enemy.  They  would  reach  out  with  their  hands 
to  erase  oppression,  exploitation  and  Injustice,  and  they  would  write  on 
the  huge  page  of  the  sky  the  sacred  word  of  liberty. 

The  union  of  the  Condor  and  Eagle,  according  to  the  prophecy,  should 
occur  in  this  time.  The  ensuing  time  period  will  be  born  with  a new 
spirit.  This  new  spirit  will  unite  once  again  the  red  nations  of  North, 
Central  and  South  parts  of  the  hemisphere. 

It  is  important  to  understand  the  interpretation  of  the  prophecy  in 
order  to  understand  the  purpose  and  scope  of  the  Peace  and  Dignity 
Dourneys  mandate  which  the  intercontinental  run  is  a part. 

There  are  many  steps  that  will  and  are  being  taken  by  our  peoples  in 
this  time.  The  Peace  and  Dignity  runs  are  some  of  these  steps.  All  steps 
are  part  of  the  Vision,  Dreams  and  Prayer  that  we  are  making  to  carry  out 
the  instructions  of  our  ancestors  and  to  fulfill  the  prophecy  by  active 
participation  in  these  steps. 

This  is  the  prayer  of  Peace  and  Dignity  that  the  Eagle  and  Condor 
Confederation  be  reestablished  again. 

"RE : Hogohegee  Indian  Community  Center  Grand  Opening"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Ian  2000  21:15:16  EST 
From:  Disqua@aol.com 
Sub j : Re:  press  release 

PRESS  RELEASE 

For  more  information  contact: 

The  Hogohegee  Indian  Community  Center  at  (256)905-0444  or 
Millard  Shelton  at  (256)  292-3423 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

New  Indian  Community  Center  Grand  Opening  a great  success 


Moulton,  Alabama  - January,  8th,  2000  - The  Grand  Opening  of  the  Hogohegee 
Indian  Community  Center  at  14395  Court  Street  in  Moulton,  Alabama  was  a great 
success  with  about  500  people  venturing  out  in  the  rain  to  visit  the  first  of 
its  kind  Community  center  in  North  Alabama  and  possibly  the  State. 

Millard  Shelton,  Chief  of  the  Blue  Clan  of  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe  of 
Alabama  started  the  festivities  with  a prayer  in  Cherokee  and  English  and 
Steve  Bison  a member  of  the  Echota  Tribe  of  Alabama  sang  a Cherokee  starting 
song  to  bless  the  beginning  of  a new  era  in  Alabama  history. 

Children  colored  pictures  while  adults  and  children  alike  sampled 
traditional  American  Indian  foods,  prepared  by  Laurie  Wheeler  who  is  of  the 
Lakota  Nation,  and  Klieta  Bagwell  of  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Alabama, 
and  listened  to  the  singers  and  drum.  Some  folks  checked  out  the  library 
while  others  just  sat  and  visited.  This  was  a great  start  to  bringing  the 
Native  American  Community  Back  together  and  establishing  a visible  presence 
in  the  Lawrence  County  area. 

Check  out  our  web  site  at,  http://www.creativewebsolutions.com/Hogohegee.org 

"RE : Cayuga  Nation  Offered  $120  Million"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Jan  2000  07:40:51  -0500 
From:  Pat  Morris  <wlfskr@leba . net> 

Sub j : Cayuga  Nation  Offered  $120  Million 

http: //www. boston . com/da ily news/017/ region/ 

Indian_nation_being_offered_12 : . shtml 

Indian  nation  being  offered  $120  million  settlement  in  land  claim 
By  Associated  Press,  1/17/2000  00:19 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  The  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  has  been  offered  about  $120 
million  to  settle  its  19-year-old  land  claim  out  of  court,  according  to  an 
Oklahoma-based  American  Indian  chief  who  says  he  would  urge  the  nation  to 
accept . 

"It's  not  enough  for  what  the  land  is  worth,  but  it  may  be  the  last, 
best  chance  to  settle  this  without  dragging  it  on  to  the  appeals  court  and 
possibly  to  the  Supreme  Court,"  Chief  Jerry  Dilliner  of  the  Seneca-Cayuga 
Tribe  of  Oklahoma  told  the  Syracuse  newspapers  Friday. 

Michael  McKeon,  spokesman  for  Gov.  George  E.  Pataki,  emphasized  Saturday 
that  the  reported  offer  "is  not  one  that  comes  from  the  state."  State 
officials  have  so  far  spoken  in  support  of  a jury  trial  to  determine  the 
damages . 

State  Sen.  Michael  F.  Nozzolio,  who  represents  all  of  Cayuga  and  Seneca 
counties  and  lives  within  the  claim  area,  has  said  that  the  Cayugas  feel 
any  acquired  lands  would  be  exempt  from  state,  federal,  or  environmental 
laws . 

"If  that  is  their  attitude,  there  is  no  benefit  to  the  counties  to 
settle  the  matter.  I'm  not  aware  of  the  terms  of  this  new  proposal,  but  it 
doesn't  surprise  me  the  mediator  is  making  an  11th  hour  desperate  attempt 
to  come  up  with  a proposal.  It  should  stay  in  court,"  he  said 

The  proposal  was  reportedly  tendered  Wednesday  by  court-appointed 
Mediator  Eric.  E.  van  Loon  of  Boston,  Mass.  Jury  selection  for  the  damages 
phase  of  the  trial  is  scheduled  to  begin  on  Tuesday. 

Opponents  to  the  land  claim  criticized  van  Loon  for  excluding  them  from 
the  settlement  efforts. 

"The  talks  are  continuing  without  the  people  it  effects.  It's  a sad 
scenario,"  Seneca  County  Supervisor  Richard  L.  Ricci  said. 

In  a case  that  is  being  closely  watched  by  native  Americans,  property 
owners,  and  public  officials  across  the  country,  the  approximately  3,200- 
member  Oklahoma  tribe  and  the  approximately  500-member  Cayuga  Nation  of 
New  York  are  suing  for  return  of  their  former  reservation.  The  tract  in 
question  includes  64,015  acres  spanning  two  counties  and  encompassing 
about  7,000  private  property  owners  and  11,000  residents. 

In  a 1980  lawsuit,  the  Cayugas  claimed  that  the  state  illegally  snatched 
the  land  from  their  ancestors  by  violating  a 1790  federal  law  requiring 
the  federal  government  to  approve  all  land  treaties. 

Their  claim  was  upheld  in  1994,  and  this  is  the  first  time  a land  claim 


filed  by  Native  Americans  has  reached  the  stage  of  a damages  trial  before 
a jury. 


"RE : Jewelry  Fraud  Plagues  Tribes"  

Date:  Sun,  16  Jan  2000  09:19:45  -0500 
From:  Pat  Morris  <wlfskr@leba . net> 

Sub j : Jewelry  fraud  plagues  tribes 

http: //www. az star net . com/public/dnews/16jewlfraud . htm 

Sunday,  16  January  2000 

Jewelry  fraud  plagues  tribes 
By  Pauline  Arrillaga 
The  Associated  Press 

GALLUP,  N.M.  - Bob  Lawson  has  hydrochloric  acid  behind  the  counter  at 
Navajo  Trading  Co.  When  an  unknown  artist  wants  to  sell  jewelry.  Law 
splashes  a drop  on  each  piece  to  determine  if  it's  sterling  silver  or 
nickel . 

When  dropped  on  silver,  it  dissolves  without  a trace.  But  when  the  acid 
is  applied  to  nickel,  the  metal  turns  an  aqua  color,  an  indication  that 
the  jewelry  he  has  isn't  the  real  thing. 

Shoppers  can  compare 

Next  door  to  Lawson's  shop,  the  owners  of  Richardson's  Trading  Co.,  in 
business  for  86  years,  have  begun  purchasing  fake  Navajo  rugs  to  show 
customers  who  want  to  be  sure  what  they're  buying  is  authentic.  Their  own 
weavers  are  now  instructed  to  tag  their  creations  with  photographs  and 
biographies . 

Other  craftspeople,  such  as  Zuni  Indian  silversmiths  Jan  and  Wilda  Boone, 
are  branding  their  pieces  with  initials  and  symbols  - anything  to  prove 
that  their  work  is  indeed  their  own. 

In  the  town  renowned  as  the  retail  center  for  authentic  Indian  arts  and 
crafts,  shopkeepers  and  artisans  are  going  to  battle  against  a growing 
threat:  the  importation  and  sale  of  impostor  products. 

It  is  a foe  as  old  as  the  Indian  arts  trade  itself  but  a foe  many  who 
work  in  the  industry  have  only  begun  to  take  on,  driven  by  the  government' 
s failure  to  enforce  laws  meant  to  protect  their  products  and  livelihoods. 

"It  has  gone  unaddressed  for  so  long  that  it  is  taking  a very  strong 
hold  on  our  ability  to  put  out  authentic  handmade  products,"  says  Andy 
Abeita,  a sculptor  in  New  Mexico's  Isleta  Pueblo  who  has  become  a leader 
in  the  fight  against  the  misrepresentation  of  Indian-style  wares. 

"We're  talking  about  artists  who  may  not  have  the  opportunity  to  teach 
their  children  the  trade  that  their  fathers  taught  them  and,  possibly, 
their  fathers  before  them." 

Abeita  was  talking  about  artists  like  the  Boones,  who  make  earrings  and 
bracelets  in  a makeshift  workshop  at  their  home  in  the  Zuni  Pueblo,  south 
of  Gallup.  Jan's  parents  were  silversmiths,  as  were  his  grandparents 
before.  Wilda' s made  animal  carvings,  as  the  couple's  22-year-old  daughter 
does  now. 

Although  their  trade  has  been  passed  down  from  generation  to  generation, 
the  Boones  would  prefer  their  two  youngest  children  find  another  way  to 
make  a living.  Imitations  have  changed  their  business  forever,  they  say, 
causing  buyers  to  be  more  wary  of  their  own  creations,  which  like  most 
Indian  jewelry  can  run  anywhere  from  $10  for  a pair  of  small  earrings  to 
several  hundred  dollars  for  large  necklaces. 

"It's  hard  to  go  into  a store  and  try  to  sell  something  that  you've 
worked  so  hard  on  and  they're  like,  'Uh  huh.'  It  breaks  your  heart,"  says 
Jan  Boone,  who  is  studying  construction  and  plans  to  leave  the  jewelry 
trade . 

The  imitations,  he  says,  are  "cutting  right  down  into  our  way  of  life, 
let  alone  our  way  to  make  a living,  and  taking  food  out  of  our  kids' 
mouths . " 


Gallup  grew  around  trade 

Gallup,  a borough  of  20,000  people  between  the  Navajo  and  Zuni  Indian 
reservations  in  western  New  Mexico,  was  a product  of  the  Indian  arts 
industry.  Trading  post  entrepreneurs  were  among  the  first  settlers  here  in 
the  late  1800s,  and  quickly  found  fortune  purchasing  Indian-made  goods. 
Items  ranged  from  guns,  saddles  and  buckskins  to  jewelry,  blankets  and 
carvings . 

Even  in  those  days  glass  beads  made  to  look  like  turquoise  were  being 
produced  in  Czechoslovakia  and  Japan,  says  Martin  Link,  publisher  of  the 
Indian  Trader,  a monthly  industry  newspaper  in  Gallup,  where  more  than  100 
trading  posts  and  galleries  still  line  a two-block  stretch  of  downtown. 

But  back  then,  says  Link,  "the  look-alikes  and  the  fakes  were  obviously 
look-alikes  and  fakes." 

As  the  popularity  of  Indian-made  jewelry  grew  in  the  1970s  and  '80s, 
copies  became  more  sophisticated  and  retailers  less  candid  about  whether 
their  wares  were  indeed  authentic.  Soon  imitation  Navajo  rugs,  Hopi 
kachina  dolls  and  other  crafts  were  being  sold  as  handmade  Indian  products. 

Imitation  is  widespread 

Today  up  to  half  of  the  Indian-style  arts  and  crafts  sold  in  the  United 
States  - an  industry  that  generates  $1  billion  annually  - may  not  be 
authentic,  according  to  the  Albuquerque-based  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts 
Association . 

Some  80  percent  of  the  jewelry  sold  in  Gallup  is  thought  to  be  cast 
reproductions  rather  than  authentic  handmade,  Abeita  says. 

Fed  up  with  the  influx  of  impostors,  American  Indians  persuaded  Congress 
in  1990  to  rewrite  a decades-old  law  to  stiffen  penalties  for 
misrepresenting  a product  as  Indian-made. 

Complaints  are  reviewed  by  the  Interior  Department's  Indian  Arts  and 
Crafts  Board,  which  can  then  forward  cases  to  the  Justice  Department  for 
prosecution.  Violators  face  a $250,000  fine  and  a five-year  prison  term. 
Businesses  can  be  fined  up  to  $1  million. 

Since  the  law  took  effect  in  November  1996,  no  cases  have  been  referred 
for  prosecution. 

The  board  has  received  46  complaints,  including  20  in  writing,  over  the 
past  three  years.  Only  written  complaints  are  investigated. 

"People  are  quick  to  complain  about  their  neighbor  down  the  block,  but 
to  actually  sit  down  and  formally  accuse  them  of  breaking  the  law,  that 
takes  a commitment,"  says  Acting  IACB  director  Meridith  Stanton. 

State  law  protection 

Ten  states,  including  Arizona,  have  statutes  similar  to  the  federal  law, 
although  state  prosecutions  also  are  rare,  says  Abeita,  who  last  year 
worked  as  a consultant  to  the  New  Mexico  attorney  general,  coordinating 
investigations  of  impostor  goods. 

His  work  culminated  in  six  civil  lawsuits  earlier  this  year  against 
businesses  in  Gallup,  Santa  Fe  and  Taos.  Four  cases  resulted  in  fines 
ranging  from  $5,000  to  $25,000  and  one  business,  a repeat  offender,  was 
shut  down  for  two  years.  The  other  two  cases  are  pending. 

Prior  to  those,  cases  against  unscrupulous  retailers  were  rare,  admits 
Bennett  Cohn,  of  the  New  Mexico  Attorney  General's  Office,  which 
periodically  performs  "buys"  at  some  of  the  more  than  500  Indian  arts  and 
crafts  dealers  in  the  state  and  tests  the  products  for  authenticity. 

Abeita  admits  artists  and  retailers  are  hesitant  to  turn  in  their  own 
because  of  fears  the  bad  publicity  will  negatively  affect  the  entire 
industry.  However,  he  also  insists  authorities  are  lax  on  enforcement. 

Spotting  phonies 

Over  the  past  few  years,  Abeita  has  traveled  to  U.S.  Customs  ports  in 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Alaska  and  California  to  teach  inspectors  how  to  spot 
Indian-style  products,  which  must  be  indelibly  marked  with  the  country  of 
origin  in  order  to  be  legally  imported.  Items  not  marked  can  be 
confiscated . 

"The  problem  is  that  once  a product  has  been  identified  and  an  exporter 
has  been  made  aware,  they  simply  port-shop  somewhere  else,"  Abeita  says. 


In  Gallup,  stores  post  signs  warning  customers  to  beware  of  imitations. 
In  the  Zuni  Pueblo,  an  art  museum  prominently  displays  plastic  stones  and 
imitation  jewelry  made  in  "Zuni,  Philippines." 

Abeita  is  working  with  the  Zuni,  Navajo  and  Hopi  tribes  to  patent 

their  own  trademarks. 

http://wolfseeker.com 

http: //www. insidetheweb.com/mbs . cgi/mb629759 
http: //www. sunlink.net/~wlfskr 


Indianz  at  http://www.egroups.com  - a group  for,  by,  and  about  Indianz 

"RE : Peltier  Supporter  Press  Advisory"  

Date:  Sat,  15  lan  2000  17:20:15  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Urgent  Action! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Leonard  Peltier  Supporters, 

Below  is  a press  advisory  for  a very  important  support  building  mission 
which  will  be  carried  out  by  top  officials  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
and  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  this  Thursday,  January  20.  The 
delegation  will  meet  with  Leonard  in  prison  to  strategize  for  his  release. 
Please  fax  it  to  your  local  media  contacts.  We  will  send  out  a press 
release  Thursday  afternoon  to  let  you  and  the  media  know  how  the  visit  went. 

We  hope  everyone's  organizing  plans  for  February  6,  which  marks  Leonard's 
24th  year  in  prison,  are  going  well.  This  year  the  LPDC  has  proposed  that 
supporters  pull  together  organizing  meetings  in  order  to  broaden  our  bases 
of  support  and  build  coalitions.  We  also  proposed  that  the  focus  be  on  the 
upcoming  parole  hearing,  which  will  likely  be  in  May,  not  March  as  we  had 
thought.  In  order  to  use  the  February  6 events  to  maximize  support  for  the 
upcoming  parole  review  hearing,  it  is  important  to  build  coalitions  and  make 
numerous  contacts  with  people  and  organizations  who  will  be  able  to  organize 
phone  banks,  letter  writing  campaigns,  and  visit  Congresspeople . 

We  will  need  numerous  letters  from  unions.  Native  Nations,  churches,  human 
rights  organizations,  etc.  on  letter  head  in  support  of  Leonard's  release  by 
parole  to  be  sent  to  the  LPDC.  Attorney  Jennifer  Flarbury  has  prepared  all 
sample  letters  and  phone  banking  instructions  in  this  regard  and  we  are  just 
waiting  for  the  parole  attorneys'  okay  before  we  send  them  out.  You  will 
receive  them  very  soon.  Meanwhile,  please  let  us  know  where  your  meetings 
will  be  held,  who  the  contact  person  is,  and  any  other  important  details 
because  we  are  receiving  numerous  requests  as  to  what  is  going  on  in  what 
area.  If  you  are  already  organizing  a march  or  vigil  for  February  6th,  that 
is  good,  but  please  try  put  some  time  aside  for  a strategizing  session  with 
the  participants  if  possible.  Thank  you  for  all  of  your  work  and  here  is 
the  press  advisory  mentioned  earlier. 

The  LPDC 

Delegation  of  Leading  Tribal  Officials  from  Canada  and  U.S  Will  Investigate 
the  Situation  of  Native  American,  Leonard  Peltier  In  Prison 

Contact : 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

Gina  Chiala,  LPDC  campaign  co-coordinator  785-842-5774 

What:  Press  Conference  with  top  officials  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
of  Canada  and  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  of  the  US 


When:  January  20,  2000  at  2:00pm 


Where:  Across  the  street  from  the  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary 


Who:  Phil  Fontaine,  the  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations, 
Ernie  Stevens,  top  official  of  the  National  Congress  of  the  American 
Indians,  lean  Day,  spokesperson  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and 
survivor  of  the  1975  Oglala  shoot  out  aftermath,  and  Jennifer  Flarbury, 
attorney  and  renowned  human  rights  activist. 

Why:  Phil  Fontaine,  the  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  of 
Canada,  his  delegation,  and  Ernie  Stevens  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  of  the  U.S.  will  be  meeting  with  Leonard  Peltier  in  prison. 
The  two  groups  are  the  largest  Native  American  Organizations  in  North 
America,  representing  the  majority  of  tribes  on  the  continent  and  they  are 
insisting  that  President  Clinton  release  Leonard  Peltier  through  a grant  of 
Executive  Clemency.  They  will  be  meeting  with  Leonard  Peltier  in  prison  to 
strategize  methods  for  his  release  and  will  afterward  address  the  press. 
Leonard  Peltier  was  convicted  of  murdering  two  FBI  agents  in  1977  in  one  of 
the  most  controversial  trials  of  the  century.  When  faced  with  previously 
withheld  evidence  on  appeal  casting  serious  doubt  on  Mr.  Peltier's  guilt, 
the  US  prosecutor  established  on  record  that  he  in  fact  could  not  prove  who 
actually  shot  the  agents.  Amnesty  International  considers  Mr.  Peltier  to  be 
a political  prisoner  who  should  be  "immediately  and  unconditionally 
released . " 

Call  the  White  Flouse  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

To  unsubscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-off@mail-list.com  > 

To  change  your  email  address,  send  a message  to  < lpdc-change@mail-list.com 
> with  your  old  address  in  the  Subject  line 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE : Update  Letter  from  Eddie  Hatcher"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Ian  2000  20:54:23  -0500  (EST) 

From:  ME  Shaiman  <meshaiman@email . com> 

Sub j : Eddie  Hatcher 

Update  Letter  from  Eddie  Hatcher 
3an  3,  2000  Court  Hearing 

On  January  3,  2000,  I appeared  before  Robeson  County  Judge  Frank  Floyd. 

The  hearing  was  the  result  of  a petition  which  I filed  before  the  NC  Supreme 
Court  asking  for  basic  legal  necessities  as  a pro  se  defendant.  On  December 
2,  1999,  the  High  Court  issued  a ruling  in  my  favor  ordering  that  the 
Superior  Court  determine  my  rights  to  have  access  to  a law  library,  access 
to  a telephone  to  talk  with  defense  witnesses,  contact  visits  with  defense 
witnesses  and  uncensored  mail.  Also,  the  NC  Supreme  Court  took  it  upon  its 
own  to  issue  an  additional  ruling  that  the  court  should  redetermine  if  it 
was  not  more  appropriate  that  I be  held  in  Robeson  County,  where  I could 
prepare  an  adequate  pro  se  defense,  instead  of  Central  Prison. 

The  state  called  two  witnesses  to  the  stand,  jail  Doctor  Strawcutter  and 
Chief  Jailer  Pete  Williams,  to  show  that  because  of  my  HIV  status  and 
because  of  my  conduct  in  the  county  jail  in  1989  during  the  hostage  taking 
case  the  jail  was  not  equipped  to  house  me.  Under  oath  Dr.  Strawcutter 
admitted  that  there  were  prisoners  at  the  jail  with  HIV.  I submitted  my 
medication  into  evidence  and  the  doctor  had  to  admit  that  the  medication 
created  no  hardship  to  the  jail. 


Basically,  I had  to  defend  my  disability  and  demonstrate  why  I should  not 
be  discriminated  against  because  of  HIV.  The  judge  almost  apologized  to 
Johnson  Britt,  District  Attorney,  because  he  had  no  choice  but  to  rule  in 
my  favor.  He  also  ordered  that  if  my  health  status  changed,  I would  be 
sent  back  to  Central  Prison. 

I,  and  other  residents  of  Robeson  County,  are  participating  in  a drive  for 
the  removal  of  the  Robeson  County  District  Attorney,  Johnson  Britt.  This 
campaign  is  being  headed  up  by  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee.  This 
effort  involves  a great  deal  of  printing,  postage  and  supplies.  I am  issuing 
a personal  appeal  asking  50  people  to  please  give  $20.00  to  help  cover  the 
cost.  We  will  be  issuing  regular  updates  on  this  campaign. 

Thank  you  for  helping  us  fight  the  plague  of  injustice  in  Robeson  County. 
Please  send  your  donations  to  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee,  P.0.  Box 
2702,  Pembroke,  NIC  28732. 

Visit  his  website  at  www.eddiehatcher.org  for  other  contact  email  and 
snailmail  addresses.  The  site  owners  have  set  up  a listserve  and  also  an 
email  to  request  pamphlets  and  other  written  materials. 

— "RE:  Little  Rock  Reed  Killed  in  Auto  Accident"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Jan  2000  18:37:59  GMT 
From:  sjerry@rocketmail.com 

Sub j : "Little  Rock"  Reed  Killed  in  Auto  Accident 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Don't  have  all  the  details,  but  Little  Rock  was  killed  this  week  end  in 
an  automobile  accident  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

Jerry 


"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  16  Jan  2000  19:41:37  -0520 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


The  following  arrived  in  this  week's  mail.  Please  add  this  brother  to 
your  list  of  those  you  write  and  send  strength  to  in  the  ironhouse. 

Date:  Wed,  12  Jan  2000  10:51:56  -0500 
From:  "bola  akadiri"  <pracincin@zoomtown . com> 

Sub j : native  american  prisoner  needs  comfort  and  communion 
with  spiritually  connected  people. 

Dear  webmaster: 

I am  an  attorney  (african,  from  nigeria)  in  Cincinnati,  i don't  know  if  you 
remember  me,  but  i requested  your  magazine  because  i feel  spirirual  oneness 
with  your  people,  can  you  help  davis  james  wounded-eye?  he  is  incarcerated 
in  a federal  institution  in  minnesota.  they  snatched  him  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  his  sovereign  nation  by  invoking  the  bogus  "major  crimes 
act",  davis  will  be  out  soon,  but  he  hungers  for  contact  with  his  people. 


his  address  is: 


Mr.  Davis  names  Wounded  Eye 
#01021-046  B-Unit 
Federal  Correctional  Institution 
P.  0.  Box  1000 
Sandstone,  MN  55072 

Davis  is  from  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Nation  in  Lame  Deer,  MT. 
Thank  you  for  your  help, 
bola  akadiri 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

Danet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Ian  2000  22:48:12  -0800 
From:  Brabara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Dan  5,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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A GOOD  NEW  YEAR  PRAYER. 


Teach  me,  father,  how  to  go 
Softly  as  the  grasses  grow; 

Hush  my  soul  to  meet  the  shock 
Of  the  wild  world  as  a rock; 

But  my  spirit,  propped  with  power. 
Make  as  simple  as  a flower. 


Let  the  dry  heart  fill  its  cup. 
Like  a poppy  looking  up; 


Let  life  lightly  wear  her  crown. 
Like  a poppy  looking  down 
When  its  heart  is  filled  with  dew 
And  its  life  begins  anew. 

-EDWIN  MARKHAM. 


CHIPS  FROM  CHRISTMAS  '99 


The  real  life  of  the  day  began  as  early  as  four  o'clock  Monday 
morning. 

Sweet  Carol  singing  by  a band  of  girls  was  the  ushering  in  of  the 
festivities  and  merry  making,  and  proved  a signal  for  Santa  Claus,  who 
went  in  person  to  the  girls'  quarters  and  to  the  small  boys'  quarters, 
but  to  the  large  boys  and  to  the  teachers  and  officers  he  sent  his  gifts 
by  special  messengers. 

There  are  no  chimneys  at  the  small  boys'  quarters,  about  which  he 
complained  quite  a little.  He  does  not  like  the  new  fangled  steam 
pipes.  He  could  not  get  through  them  with  his  pack,  but  finding  a 
chimney  at  the  girls'  building  his  heart  was  delighted  and  down  it  he 
flew  and  across  the  campus,  making  his  boys  very  happy  with  presents  and 
witty  talk. 

He  found  in  both  Assembly  rooms  trees  heavily  laden  with  the  presents 
he  had  sent  on  before,  and  the  walls  were  decorated  with  evergreens  in  a 
manner  that  he  liked. 

The  day  was  mild  and  beautiful. 

The  usual  Chirstmas  services  were  held  in  the  chapel  at  9 o'clock. 

Dinner  came  at  12:30.  It  is  said  that  more  covers  were  laid  in  the 
students'  cheerily  trimmed  dining-hall,  this  year,  than  ever  before  - 
692. 

The  rest  of  our  1026  students  ate  Christmas  dinners  at  family  tables 
in  country  homes. 

The  teachers'  club  dinner  was  the  usual  festive  spread,  in  a room 
decorated  with  evergreens.  The  tables  were  set  in  the  form  of  an  X and 
the  edibles  with  which  they  were  laden  gave  bountiful  satisfaction  to 
all  who  partook. 

The  afternoon? 

All  had  a free  time,  and  grouped  themselves  in  happy  companies  to  chat 
and  be  merry. 

The  small  fry  as  well  as  some  of  the  older  people  were  glad  to  go  to 
bed  early,  having  had  a FULL  day  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

The  Week. 

The  first  good  news  that  carried  downright  pleasure  to  the  hearts  of 
the  students  was  that  the  pond  was  freezing. 

Down,  down,  down  went  the  mercury,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  word  went 
the  round  as  if  by  magic  that  the  ice  was  strong  enough  to  bear. 

Skating  lasted  the  entire  week,  giving  a most  happy  round  of  pleasure. 


On  Tuesday  night  the  school  was  entertained  by  a very  interesting 
stereopticon  exhibit,  Mr.  Standing  being  the  slide  manipulator  and 
lecturer  of  the  evening. 

In  the  selection  of  slides  were  the  faces  of  many  of  our  old  time 
Indian  friends  and  chiefs  of  numerous  tribes,  dressed  in  the  picturesque 
style  of  olden  days.  They  were  heroic  in  size,  and  so  natural  that  the 
student  body  seemed  paralyzed  into  breathless  silence,  listening  for  the 
words  which  all  felt  must  come  from  lips  to  life-like. 

There  IS  something  about  an  Indian  chief  that  commands  respect  and 
attention . 

What  is  it? 

The  strong  character  of  a GOOD  chief  and  leader  as  stamped  upon  his 
face  speaks  for  itself. 


On  Wednesday  there  was  held  the  annual  sociable  at  which  refreshments 
of  candy,  fruit  and  nuts  were  served. 

It  required  between  seven  and  eight  bushels 
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Our  game  with  the  Berkley  team  at  San  Francisco  on  Christmas  Day, 
resulted  in  a victory  for  us  by  a score  of  2-0. 

Charles  F.  Humerich,  Insurance  and  Real  Estate  Agent,  on  West  Main 
St.,  was  around  this  week  with  calendars.  They  are  large,  plainly 
lettered  and  just  the  kind  we  like.  "Thank  you,"  say  all. 

Louisa  Provost  spent  the  holidays  with  her  country  friends  at  Kennett 
Square.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larkin  presented  her  with  a large  number  of 
beaautiful  carnations  and  sent  some  to  friends  at  the  school  when  she 
returned . 

The  Oneida  students  received  a very  pleasing  Christmas  greeting  from 
the  Episcopal  Missionary  there.  Rev.  F.W.  Merrill,  in  the  shape  of  an 
illustrated  souvenir,  taking  in  the  most  interesting  features  and  faces 
of  the  Hobart  Mission  and  vicinity. 

The  wedding  announcement  for  January  1st,  of  Ellen  Thomas,  class  '98, 
and  Mr.  John  Prophet  at  the  Red  Lake  Government  School,  Minnesota  has 
been  recieved.  She  has  the  warm  congratulations  and  well  wishes  of  a 
great  many  old  friends  and  students  at  Carlisle. 

Dahney  George,  class  '98,  now  of  the  West  Chester  Normal,  studies 
until  after  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  rises  about  4:30  in  order  to 
finish  her  housework  before  school.  She  is  carrying  five  studies,  and 
is  working  well,  and  as  hard  work  rarely  injures  a person,  she  will  come 
out  with  a feeling,  surely,  that  she  has  earned  her  way  to  success. 

The  School  Entertainment,  which  came  just  before  the  holidays,  was 
notable  for  excellent  declamations,  giving  evidence  of  hard  study  and 
drill.  The  sentiment  of  many  of  the  selections  was  such  as  to  inspire 
lofty  aspirations  and  manly  and  womanly  effort.  The  singing  by  the 
school  received  applause  from  the  faculty.  The  Mandolin  Club  played 
well.  The  choir  singing  was  excellent.  Singing  without  the  piano 
requires  a great  deal  of  accuracy  of  tone,  and  is  much  more  enjoyed  than 
when  the  instrument  is  obliged  to  be  used  to  keep  the  singers  up  to  the 
proper  key.  For  this  reason  the  rendition  of  Gaul's  "lack  Frost,"  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed.  The  Glee  Club,  pleased  all  as  usual.  Miss  Senseney 
with  the  choir  and  large  school,  and  Professor  Bland  with  his  Glee  Club 
are  doing  great  work  with  the  singing,  while  Mrs.  Sawyer,  Professor 
Morrow,  and  the  Wheelock  borthers  with  piano,  band  and  orchestra  are 
bringing  out  the  true  spirit  and  feeling  in  instrumental  renditions. 

Through  an  oversight  the  excellent  lecture  on  the  Indians  of  the 
Amazon  River  which  took  place  before  the  holdiays  was  unnoted.  The 
lecturer  was  Rev.  R.  Witte,  and  the  subject  with  stereopticon  views  was 
intensely  interesting.  There  are  two  and  a half  millions  of  Indian  in 
Brazil  alone  and  230  different  tribes  and  languages.  The  governing 


authorities  of  the  province  of  Para  are  favorable  in  a school  on  the 
basis  of  Carlisle.  There  are  30,000  miles  of  navigable  waters  on  the 
Amazon  and  its  tributaries.  All  welcomed  the  gentleman  who  was  with  the 
Rev.  Witte,  the  Rev.  G.W.  Chamberlain  of  the  Presbyterian  Mission 
Board.  His  'Ola!  Ven  ca ! ' still  rings  in  our  ears. 

Those  who  spent  Christmas  Day,  and  some  of  the  holidays  away  from  the 
school  were:  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  and  the  Misses  Pratt,  Steelton; 

Misses  Wood  and  Stewart,  New  York  City;  Mrs.  Sawyer,  Norwalk,  Conn.; 

Miss  Cutter,  Philadelphia;  Miss  Senseney,  Baltimore;  Miss  Luckenbach, 
Bethlehem;  Mrs.  Cook  and  son,  Hobart,  Wallingford,  Conn.;  Miss  Pauli, 
Blairsville;  Miss  Cochran,  Millerstown;  Mr.  Snyder,  Lockhaven;  Professor 
Bakeless,  Milroy  with  his  family;  Mrs.  Beitzel,  Williams  Grove;  Miss 
Newcomer,  Shippensburg;  Miss  Miller,  Philadelphia;  Miss  Clara  Smith, 
Erie;  Mrs.  Rumsport,  Huntingdon. 

Very  encouraging  letters  from  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Hudson  and  others  of 
the  football  travellers  tell  of  their  good  times.  Mr.  Thomspon  makes 
particular  mention  of  the  fine  way  in  which  they  were  treated  at  Perris, 
California  they  having  just  left  there.  The  band  was  out  and  they  were 
"recepted"  in  great  style.  They  played  a game  of  baseball  with  the 
Perris  boys  and  defeated  them.  We  will  hear  about  the  other  schools 
visited,  when  they  come. 

The  boys  of  the  Harness  shop  call  their  place  of  work  the  Kemp 
University,  and  their  instructor.  President  Kemp.  So  an  item  comes  to 
us  this  week  in  these  words:  "President  Kemp,  of  the  Kemp  University  was 
presented  with  a handsome  crayon  portrait  of  himself,  a Christmas  gift 
from  his  students."  We  learn  that  John  Garrick  was  the  artist. 

George  Connor  has  purchased  the  Leahy  harness  shop  and  is  now  doing 
business  on  his  own  responsibility.  George  is  a master  hand  in  the 
harness  business,  having  learned  his  trade  while  attending  school  at 
Carlisle,  and  learned  it  thoroughly.  One  of  the  best  samples  of  work  is 
that  set  of  $35  harness  which  he  recently  turned  out  for  Colonel 
Pollock's  team  of  blacks.  -[The  Osage  Journal 

The  hospital  is  grateful  to  Miss  Lillian  Franz,  Lancaster,  for  a box 
of  magazines. 
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The  new  flags  are  fine. 

Mrs.  Bowersox  is  visiting  her  daughter. 

Miss  Hill  spent  a day  with  friends  in  Chambersburg. 

Katie  Johson  visited  relatives  at  Washington,  D.C.  last  week. 

Miss  Anna  Noble,  of  Jenkintown,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Hulme,  last  week. 

Several  of  the  teachers  were  the  recipients  of  handsome  presents  from 
their  classes. 

Seventy-six  girls  attended  the  Methodist  Church  entertainment  on 
Christmas  evening. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  spent  part  of  her  Wilson  College  vacation  with 
friends  in  Lockhaven. 

Howard  Gansworth,  '94,  now  a Princeton  University  Junior,  spent  his 
holidays  at  the  school. 

Many  of  the  little  boys  and  girls  in  the  art  class  made  their  own 
Christmas  cards,  in  water  colors. 

Misses  Clara  and  Mary  Anthony,  of  West  College  St.  ate  Christmas 
dinner  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Standing. 

Dr.  C.A.  Rahter,  of  Harrisburg,  was  a guest  of  Dr.  Diven  on  Tuesday, 
and  paid  the  printing  office  a call. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett,  of  the  near  farm,  ate  Christmas  dinner  with  the 
teachers,  on  the  invitation  of  Major  Pratt. 

Miss  Ranco,  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  visiting  her  cousin  Edith  Ranco 
and  Ada  Sackheson  in  the  girls'  quarters. 

The  Mandolin  and  Guitar  club  is  working  hard.  Earney  Wilber  leads  the 
guitars  and  Ella  Romero  the  mandolins. 

Zenia  Tibbetts,  who  has  been  homing  with  Miss  Edge,  and  is  now  in  for 
a brief  visit,  thinks  that  her  home  is  "a  fine  school." 

Miss  Luckenbach  gave  an  informal  reception  in  her  room  to  Howard 
Gansworth  and  a few  of  his  friends,  Tuesday  night. 


A portrait  of  the  late  Thomas  Marshall,  has  been  placed  upon  the  wall 
of  the  Y.M.C.A.  hall,  a gift  from  Josephine  Jannies. 

One  of  the  small  visitors  of  holiday  week  was  William  Royal  of  Girard 
College,  who  takes  the  HELPER  and  reads  it  with  interest. 

Miss  Edith  Smith,  of  West  Chester  Normal  and  graduate  of  Carlisle, 
class  '96,  was  the  guest  of  Martha  Owl,  during  the  holidays. 

Daniel  W.  Shanks,  of  Hampton  Normal  Institute,  was  among  the  holiday 
visitors.  He  is  a Seneca  Indian  and  is  learning  to  be  a machinist. 

Tonight  Miss  Senseney  and  Miss  Sarah  Smith  visit  the  Invincibles;  Miss 
Seonia  and  Miss  Pauli  the  Standards;  Miss  Peter  and  Miss  Robertson  the 
Susans . 

Miss  Susie  McDougall  '95,  made  her  friends  very  happy  by  coming  to  see 
them  on  her  holiday  vacation.  Susie  is  now  a teacher  in  the  Mt. 

Pleasant  School,  Michigan. 

Through  Mr.  Lavant  Mason,  of  Jamestown,  New  York,  the  HELEPR  office 
has  another  one  of  those  elegant  Monday  Afternoon  Club  Calendar's 
similar  to  the  one  received  last  year,  and  which  was  read  daily  for  its 
splendid  sentiments. 

"I  have  26  presents.  How  many  have  you?"  was  a query  overheard  in  the 
hall  of  the  girls'  quarters,  and  the  answer  was:  "Oh,  so  MANY  more  than 
I deserve." 

Chief  Wheelock  of  our  mailing  department  is  taking  a brief  leave,  with 
clarinet  in  hand,  to  play  with  the  Dickinson  College  Orchestra  and  Glee 
Club,  now  out  on  a little  trip. 

We  have  not  room  to  give  the  names  of  the  visiting  girls  to  and  from 
country  homes,  but  they  were  welcome  guests  at  both  ends  of  the  line  and 
from  all  that  could  be  learned,  they  had  a good  time. 

When  little  Esanetuck,  one  of  the  Alaskan  girls,  saw  Santa  in  the  hall 
early  Monday  morning,  she  flew  to  her  bed,  hid  her  head  in  teh  pillow 
and  sobbed  with  excitement  and  joy.  The  other  girls  flocked  around  him 
crying:  "Oh,  Santa!  Santa!  We  KNEW  you  would  come!" 

The  services  of  John  Miller,  the  indefatigable  and  faithful  janitor  of 
the  school  building  was  so  appreciated  by  the  principal  and  teachers 
that  they  made  up  a handsome  purse  of  silver  dollars  for  a Christmas 
present,  and  he  wishes  to  extend,  throught  the  HELPER  columns,  his 
heartfelt  thanks  for  the  same. 

On  Saturday  last,  Mrs.  Dorsett  was  "at  home"  from  three  to  five 
o'clock,  to  her  officers  and  to  several  of  the  visiting  girls. 

Chocolate,  ice-cream  and  cake  were  served,  and  the  girls  were 
entertained  with  progressive  essays  and  games.  Esther  Parker  proved  a 
charming  little  maid  for  the  occasion. 

Ulysses  Ferris  spent  a very  pleasant  holiday  vacation  in  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  a guest  of  Major  B.H.  Toby  of  that  city.  He  expressed  a great 
deal  of  gratitude  for  the  honor  thus  shown  him  by  his  newly  acquired 
friend,  the  Major.  He  saw  many  new  and  interesting  things  and  enjoyed 
society  experiences  ever  to  be  remembered. 

Mr.  Richard  Heyl,  of  Philadelphia,  an  Apache  Indian  who  has  been 
living  in  that  city  for  more  than  a decade,  was  among  the  visitors  of 
the  week.  He  went  through  the  public  schools  of  the  city  and  then  took 
a four  years'  apprenticeship  in  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  shops.  He  is 
a full  fledged  machinist,  and  a gentleman  of  culture  and  refinement. 

Dr.  Eastman  arrived  from  the  west  on  Christmas  Day,  having  had  a round 
among  the  agencies  of  the  northwest.  He  secured  a number  of  students 
for  us  and  created  a good  impression  among  Indians  in  favor  of  education 
in  general  and  the  getting  of  Indians  out,  in  particular.  He  took  cold 
on  his  way  in  and  has  since  been  critically  ill  with  double  pneumonia. 

We  are  happy  to  say  at  this  writing  that  he  is  improving. 

A fine  opportunity  was  afforded  the  school  on  Wednesday  all  day  to  see 
the  productions  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  a palace  car  fitted  up  as  a 
museum  coming  upon  the  school  side  track.  Photographs  and  products  of 
the  Islands  gave  to  the  students  an  exceptional  and  attractive 
educational  exhibit.  The  car  was  under  the  directorship  of  the  war 
correspondent  Wanton  Stanley  Webb,  who  addressed  the  school  on  Wednesday 
evening,  giving  an  interesting  story  of  his  travels  and  experiences. 
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of  peanuts  to  give  a taste  to  each  student.  A game  of  basket  ball 
between  Companies  A and  C,  enlivened  the  occasion.  Company  C winning  by 
a score  of  9 to  0.  The  evening  was  ushered  in  by  exhilarating  music 
from  the  Band. 


On  Thursday  night  Mr.  lames  Wheelock  and  his  orchestra  of  thirteen 
pieces.  Professor  lohn  R.  Bland  of  Carlisle,  and  his  Glee  club  of  16 
young  Indian  singers.  Professor  Frank  Morrow  of  Harrisburg  and  his 
Mandolin  Club  consisting  of  34  young  Indian  maidens,  filled  two  hours 
with  great  enjoyment.  Professor  Bland  sang  very  acceptably  and  was 
encored . 


On  Friday  night  the  societies  held  meetings,  the  Standards  and 
Invincibles  combining  in  a comical  farce  and  music.  They  met  in  the 
Standard  Hall. 


On  Saturday  night.  Director  Dennison  Wheelock,  with  his  brass  Band  in 
full  force,  gave  a program  in  Assembly  Hall.  Several  new  pieces  were 
played,  the  description  of  which  appeared  upon  the  printed  programs, 
making  the  rendition  of  the  various  parts  doubly  interesting.  A number 
of  the  pieces  were  encored,  and  the  entertainment  as  a whole  was  a 
fitting  and  merry  close  of  a week  of  unstinted  pleasure. 


A CHRISTMAS  LETTER  FROM  MISS  ERICSON  IN  PORTO  RICO. 


Miss  Ericson  is  spending  her  first  Christmas  in  Porto  Rico,  and  she 
says  that  although  the  calendar  would  remind  us  that  it  is  Christmas 
time  she  can  hardly  believe  it. 

I must  shut  my  eyes  for  a few  minutes  and  think  hard  to  bring  before 
my  inner  eye  the  old  familiar  sights  from  home  (Helsingfors,  Finland) 
and  Christmas  in  Carlisle. 

Recent  letters  from  Carlisle  tell  me  how  winter  and  cold  weather  is 
settling  down  with  you. 

How  strange  it  sounds!  Cold  weather! 

We  have  it  perfectly  charming  here  for  the  present.  lust  enough  of 
the  northerly  breezes  to  make  the  air  dry  and  lovely. 

I am  very  happy  here.  I like  the  new  life  exceedingly.  I do  not  know 
what  homesickness  is,  and  hope  never  to  learn  it. 

One  beautiful  moonlight  evening,  I was  invited  out  for  a boat  ride  on 
the  bay. 

It  was  perfectly  enchanting  there  and  I was  in  an  ecstasy  of  delight. 

After  a while  I put  my  hand  down  into  the  water. 

"For  goodness  sake,  don't  do  that!"  exclaimed  my  companion. 

"Why?" 

"Don't  you  know  that  the  bay  is  full  of  sharks?" 

How  quickly  do  you  think  that  my  hand  was  drawn  from  the  wet  element? 

I am  extremely  fond  of  my  school  and  pupils,  although  they  give  me  a 
good  deal  more  to  do  as  far  as  discipline  is  concerned  than  the 
Indians.  After  New  Year  we  will  move  finally  into  our  new  building,  and 
then,  but  not  before,  can  I begin  my  regular  school  work  - Sloyd.  I 
teach  drawing,  only,  now.  Some  of  my  pupils  are  real  little  geniuses  in 
art . 

Russell  Whitebear  has  been  to  see  me  several  times.  He  is  a nice, 
gentlemanly,  sober  boy,  with  the  best  reputation.  Such  a name  means  a 
great  deal  here  where  the  soldiers  so  often  disgrace  themselves  in  one 
way  or  another.  I am  proud  of  Russell  and  find  from  my  talks  with  him 
that  he  is  making  good  use  of  what  he  learned  at  Carlisle,  and  that  he 
is  very  fond  of  his  old  school.  He  looks  well  and  it  has  done  him  good 
to  be  out  and  to  have  seen  the  world  a little. 

I wish  you  could  have  been  with  us  one  day  when  a party  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  went  up  the  Bayamoon  River  in  one  of  these  little  boats  of  the 
natives . 

It  was  a perfect  summer  day  in  December. 

A typical  tropical  landscape  was  before  us. 


We  visited  the  ruins  of  an  old  church  founded  by  Ponce  de  Leon,  now 
overgrown  with  vines  and  tropical  flora. 

Returning,  we  stopped  at  a palm  grove,  for  we  were  thirsty. 

A native  boy  climbed  a tall  tree  as  quickly  as  a monkey  could  and  with 
well  trained  hand  cut  down  a nubmer  of  big  nuts. 

There  is  nothing  so  cool  and  delicious  as  the  milk  of  the  cocoa-nut  to 
quench  thirst. 

It  amused  me  to  see  a cat  hovering  near,  waiting  for  her  share.  The 
way  she  relished  the  drink  showed  that  she  was  certainly  a Porto  Rican 
cat . 

I doubt  whether  Kitty  Lizzie  or  Patrick  Henry  at  Carlisle  would  have 
enjoyed  it  more. 

My  address  is  Lock  Box  63,  San  Duan,  Porto  Rico. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  9 letters. 

My  1,  3,  4,  we  do  if  we  go  out  much  in  the  hot  sun. 

My  9,  2,  3,  5,  6 is  the  way  that  our  football  boys  made  Berkley  feel, 
and  the  way  in  which  the  whole  State  of  California  seemed  to  sympathize 
while  they  were  there. 

My  7,  8,  1 is  where  Indians  must  get. 

My  whole  were  encouragingly  numerous  at  the  school  this  year. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Dumping  Dack. 
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For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 
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It  was  the  time  of  year  for  joy  and  thanksgiving,  but  Ashie  was 
concerned  about  how  to  make  payments  on  this  months  bills,  and  with 
Christmas  coming  there  was  not  enough  money  to  cover  the  rent  even,  and 
there  still  was  the  light  bill  to  go.  The  kids  were  looking  forward  to 
Christmas  but  he  thought  I wish  it  had  already  gone  by. 

He  was  far  from  home,  this  native  to  Four  Corners  and  from  time  to  time 
he  would  look  to  the  South  at  the  horizon,  beyond  that  is  where  home 
really  was,  in  the  nestle  of  red  rocks,  cedar  trees  and  dusty  roads.  He 
had  not  been  home  since  his  mother  had  suffered  a stroke  and  the  boys, 
his  three  brothers  and  him  decided  to  board  up  the  house.  It  was  more 
than  a year  ago,  he  got  a call  that  his  mother  had  been  found  on  the 
floor  at  the  house  in  Two  Gray  Hills  and  flown  from  Shiprock  to 
Albuquerque.  He  drove  all  night  and  got  there  after  they  had  operated 
on  her  at  the  University  Hospital  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  He 
stayed  there  with  her.  The  doctors  said  she  would  come  out  of  the  deep 
sleep  she  was  in.  He  thought  that  maybe  by  talking  to  her,  that  she 
might  know  his  voice  and  come  back. 

She  just  layed  there,  all  her  gray  hair  was  cut  off.  He  did  not 
recognize  her  with  her  hair  all  gone.  As  a boy  he  watched  her  comb  her 
hair  out,  early  in  the  morning.  She  was  careful  to  pick  up  all  the 
loose  ends  and  put  them  someplace  safe  lest  they  fall  into  the  wrong 
hands.  She  took  care  of  her  hair  and  kept  it  up  in  the  bun  all  day, 
tied  up  traditional  style.  Now  she  just  layed  her  with  no  hair  and  did 
not  move . . 

He  stayed  as  long  he  could  sleeping  in  his  car  in  the  parking  lot  and 
pawning  his  belt  buckle  and  some  silver  jewelry  to  get  back  home.  His 
boss  had  let  him  off  and  paid  him  for  two  extra  weeks  while  he  was 


gone,  but  since  his  job  as  a trucker  paid  no  benefits,  he  was  in  debt 
to  his  boss  and  could  not  visit  her  anymore.  She  was  put  in  a long  term 
nursing  home  and  moved  to  Phoenix,  his  brothers  and  he  had  decided  that 
was  best,  because  the  good  hospitals  were  down  there  They  boarded  up 
the  house  and  put  away  all  the  things  in  there,  but  they  couldn't 
really  touch  the  things  in  her  room.  They  left  it  just  like  they  had 
their  father's  room.  His  father  liked  to  put  up  pictures  of  Indians, 
any  kind  of  Indian  and  one  wall  was  a collage  of  Indian  pictures,  years 
ago  when  he  passed  away,  no  one  in  the  family  had  the  heart  to  take 
them  down  and  so  they  were  still  up  there,  along  with  his  hat,  his  drum 
and  rattles. 

Anyway  he  had  chance  to  drive  a load  to  Albuquerque  just  before  the 
Holidays  and  it  would  be  extra  pay,  and  he  needed  the  money  so  he  said 
ok.  He  told  his  wife  and  she  wasn't  too  happy  about  it.  "What  about 
Christmas,  the  kids  are  expecting.",  but  her  voice  trailed  off  because 
she  knew  as  well  they  needed  the  money.  She  said,  I will  think  of 
something.  He  said  I wish  I could  give  you  a better  Christmas  than  this 
but  I have  to  take  this  trip.  It  is  a hard  thing  when  you  know  that  no 
matter  what  you  do  you  can  not  do  anything  more  that  you  can  do  to 
bring  more  money  home  and  this  Christmas  was  going  to  be  a bust.  He 
touched  the  kids  hair  as  they  slept,  it  was  early  before  daylight  when 
he  left. 

Ashie  got  to  the  yard  and  saw  the  dispatcher,  got  his  paper  work  and 
found  a rig  with  a Cummins  diesel.  It  was  noisy  but  after  it  warmed  up 
a while  it  purred  like  a kitten.  He  looked  around  and  thought,  looks 
like  I am  the  only  one  here  today.  He  put  it  in  gear  and  started  to 
head  out.  The  dispatcher  ran  over  to  him  and  flagged  him  down,  he 
stopped.  The  old  white  guy  could  move  pretty  good  when  he  wanted  to.  He 
asked  Ashie,  what  is  your  cell  number.  Ashie  told  him  I don't  have  a 
cell  phone,  I will  have  to  call  you  when  I stop.  The  dispatcher  looked 
at  him  and  did  not  say  anything  and  he  headed  out  and  drove  South 
looking  for  the  freeway.  In  a few  hours  he  would  be  looking  for  the  red 
rocks  of  home. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  a new  day,  the  earth  was  new  in  many  ways  and 
the  early  light  of  dawn  was  just  beginning  to  reach  it's  fingers  to  the 
west.  He  felt  his  pocket  and  the  nub  of  deerskin  that  held  yellow 
powder,  Tah-Dah-Deen,  was  small  in  it.  If  he  had  a chance  he  would  have 
to  find  some  to  refill  it.  He  thought  about  this  sunrise,  reached  into 
the  small  deerskin  pouch  and  offered  a prayer. 

From  my  chest  may  the  pollen  of  dawn  help  me  to  learn. 

He  looked  to  the  western  horizon  as  he  entered  the  freeway. 

From  my  back  may  the  pollen  of  yellow  evening  light  help  me  to  learn, 
as  he  shifted  gears  the  words  came. . 

From  the  soles  of  my  feet  may  the  pollen  of  whirlwind  help  me  to  learn. 
He  looked  at  the  dawn  in  the  east  as  the  sky  was  pink  and  pale  blue 
From  the  top  of  my  head  reaching  toward  the  sky,  toward  sunlight  and 
blue  birds  pollen  being  hemp  me  to  learn  so  that  I may  walk  and  go 
this  way  with  it. 

Let  these  things  I see  help  me  to  learn  and  let  me  the  pollen  of  wind 
touch  my  tongue  and  guide  me  in  proper  way  I should  go. 

He  stretched  and  sat  up  and  breathed  in  the  fresh  air  of  a new  day. 

Now  restored  to  youth  a little  I can  go  about  this  day, 

pollen  help  me  to  learn  how  to  walk  in  beauty  this  day  - he  repeated  it 

again  as  he  drove  down  the  highway. 

Old  lady  Nahgebah  was  her  name,  she  came  into  the  extended  care  nursing 
home  in  Phoenix.  She  was  on  Medicare,  long  term  and  she  became  known  as 
the  Old  Navajo  woman  in  bed  6B. 

They  had  gone  to  Gallup  and  eaten  at  the  All  You  Can  Eat  Chinese  Place 
by  the  Old  WalMart  she  didn't  feel  too  good  and  thought  it  was  just  a 
long  day.  When  she  got  home,  she  put  her  things  away  and  went  to  the 
door  to  take  a look  at  the  sheep.  Her  youngest  son  had  left  to  go  to 
Newcomb.  She  felt  strange  and  then  she  fell  to  to  the  floor. 

It  was  a strange  place,  half  in  shadows  and  half  twilight.  In  the 
distance  she  could  see  movement  but  could  not  reach  there,  she  was  on  a 
mountain  and  they  were  across  the  valley  and  did  not  see  her.  Who  were 


these  people  she  tried  to  talk  to  them  but  they  would  look  at  her  and 
say  nothing.  She  watched  them  and  some  of  the  looked  like  monsters. 

Ashie  drove  through  the  mountains  driving  South,  the  roads  were  full  of 
families  headed  to  visit,  some  had  Christmas  presents  in  the  back 
windows  and  the  kids  would  stick  their  arms  out  the  windows  and  pump 
them  up  and  down.  He  would  reach  for  the  string  and  the  long  sound  of  a 
diesel  horn  would  bellow  out  and  they  would  wave.  All  he  could  think 
about  were  his  kids  at  home,  who  were  just  now  waking  up  and  finding 
him  gone.  There  were  going  to  check  the  tree  for  new  presents  but  there 
was  just  one  for  each  and  then  they  would  go  to  the  kitchen  for 
cereal . 

It  was  a play,  it  looked  like  from  where  Nahgebah  stood,  she  say  a 
giant  talking  to  a woman,  and  while  she  was  out  gathering  plant  food 
from  country  that  looked  like  Lukachukai,  a broad  valley  with  a 
mountain  rising  up  to  the  East,  she  wandered  at  the  foot  of  it  and 
gathered,  drop  seed  plants  for  soup.  The  monster  came  and  she  hid  and 
the  monster  went  by  her  and  travelled  on.  Her  shape  changed  and  she 
moved  and  there  she  found  a place  and  dwelt  in  it. 

After  a time  the  one  who  calls  himself  the  Sun  went  into  her  place,  he 
was  there  a long  time  and  then  he  left.  This  woman  came  out  and  then 
found  a place  with  dripping  water  and  layed  under  it.  When  she  did  this 
she  could  see  this  was  Changing  Woman.  She  was  witnessing  the 
conception  of  the  twins,  the  father  came  and  she  conceived  them.  It  was 
to  rid  the  world  of  these  monsters,  she  could  see  them  in  the  distance 
wandering  around.  So  this  is  how  they  came  to  be... one  child  conceived 
with  a powerful  name.  Monster  Slayer.  When  this  child  was  born  there 
was  a storm  all  around  the  place,  there  were  dark  clouds  and  lightning 
flashed  clockwise  starting  in  the  East  then  the  South,  then  West  and  to 
the  North  in  a clockwise  fashion..  When  the  second  child  was  born, 
there  was  just  gentle  thunder  starting  from  the  East.  She  stood  there 
and  watched  this,  and  heard  the  names  of  these  children,  the  first  born 
to  kill  monsters,  he  was  called  Monster  Slayer  and  the  other  for  soft 
gentle  dripping  water.  Child  Born  for  Water.  She  could  see  them  when 
they  were  small  and  when  monsters  came  to  the  place  of  the  mother  the 
boys  were  hidden.  These  monsters  had  heard  there  was  a new  force  with 
power  born  but  were  not  sure  where  it  came  from  and  searched  all  over 
for  what  it  was  but  could  not  find  it. 

Ashie  drove  on  down  through  Ute  Mountain  and  could  see  the  spire  of 
Shiprock  to  the  South  and  felt  at  home,  even  with  all  his  worries  it 
felt  good  to  see  this  place.  It  was  not  too  far  from  home.  He 
remembered  then  that  no  one  was  there  anymore,  just  an  empty  boarded  up 
house.  He  remembered  telling  his  mother  when  he  as  a child,  "I  will 
build  you  a house  some  day  Shima",  she  would  look  at  him  and  just  laugh 
and  say  ok,  we  will  see.  He  felt  bad  about  the  whole  thing  because  he 

was  the  eldest  son,  the  one  in  charge  and  life  did  not  work  out  how  he 

planned  it.  Now  she  was  a vegetable  in  a strange  place. 

Nahgebah  could  see  the  boys  grow  up  in  a short  time  as  if  by  magic  and 
they  were  strong,  and  quick,  they  could  see  her  and  she  would  wave  at 
them  and  they  would  wave  back.  She  could  not  tell  how  long  she  had  been 
at  this  place  but  she  was  growing  tired  of  it.  She  looked  to  the  East 
and  could  see  some  light  and  strained  her  eyes  to  see  beyond  it. 

The  Twin  boys  grew  and  asked  their  mother  who  their  father  was,  after 
three  times  she  finally  told  them  the  fourth  time  they  asked.  She  told 
them  the  Sun,  and  from  their  the  story  of  their  journeys  Nahgebah  saw, 
each  one,  the  tests  of  going  to  the  canyon  where  men  get  thrown  from 
the  rocks,  the  place  where  reeds  cut  like  knives  on  those  that  crossed 
them,  the  crossing  of  a river  that  gets  wider  when  you  try  to  cross 

it.  She  saw  how  the  Wind  became  their  ally  and  how  they  had  the  magic 

of  travelling  on  a rainbow.  She  watched  these  boys  grow  and  she  could 
see  the  light  of  day  becoming  better  in  the  East. 

Ashie  turned  off  the  road  South  of  Shiprock  and  drove  west.  He  was 
thinking  that  somewhere  in  an  office  in  Reno,  a guy  was  drinking  coffee 
and  looking  at  a computer  screen  watching  a map  with  little  blip  leave 
the  road  off  the  trail  to  Albuquerque  and  he  was  reaching  for  the 
phone.  Ashie  smiled  and  was  glad  he  did  not  have  cell  phone,  but  the 


box  above  his  head  mounted  outside  was  telling  on  him,  but  he  turned 
down  that  narrow  ribbon  of  road  and  headed  west  anyway.  An  older  Navajo 
woman  herding  sheep  on  a nearby  hill  at  Burnham  turnoff  wondered  what  a 
diesel  truck  was  doing  way  out  here.  He  waved  to  her,  but  she  just 
looked  at  him  and  he  laughed  about  it  to  himself  and  drove  own  down  the 
road . . . 

Nahgebah  could  see  the  Twins  approaching  the  Sand  Dunes  where  when  one 
walks  it  swallows  you  up  but  she  felt  the  rush  of  Wind  as  it  went  by 
her  and  it  lifted  them  up  and  over  the  sand  and  she  laughed  to  see  it. 
The  boys  heard  her  and  they  looked  at  her  and  then  went  on  to  the  East. 
She  could  see  better  and  the  sound  of  what  was  gong  on  outside  started 
to  come  slowly.  She  could  see  the  boys  travel  over  the  mountains,  four 
of  them  and  she  could  see  them  clearly  and  then  they  went  over  the 
hill  she  closed  her  eyes  and  could  see  them,  she  knew  they  were  going 
to  see  their  father  at  his  place,  a hogan  hidden  to  the  East  and  that 
he  would  test  them  to  see  if  they  really  were  his  sons,  she  could  see 
this  in  her  mind. 

The  big  rig  could  not  go  beyond  the  turn  by  the  trading  post,  so  Ashie 
parked  the  big  rig  there  and  walked  from  there  to  the  a little  house  to 
East  from  there.  The  trader  came  out  and  wondered  if  maybe  he  forgot 
about  a delivery  there.  Ashie  waved  and  pointed  to  the  East  and  walked 
on,  the  trader  stood  on  the  steps  watching  him  pass  the  old  Reverand 
K's  place  and  walk  toward  the  Natani's  place  and  disappear  into  the 
trees . 

Ashie  could  see  the  road  into  the  place  had  not  been  used  for  a while 
and  the  house  was  still  boarded  up,  he  expected  to  feel  at  home,  but  it 
was  like  coming  to  an  abandoned  place,  no  one  had  been  there  for  some 
time,  the  road  was  little  used.  He  was  home  but  there  was  nothing 
there.  He  looked  at  the  corral  and  it  was  empty.  He  closed  his  eyes  and 
remembered  all  the  family  used  to  gather  and  visit,  now  they  were  all 
gone  separated.  No  one  was  coming  here  for  Christmas  anymore.  He  walked 
around  the  place  and  then  walked  back  to  the  rig,  in  four  hours  he 
would  be  in  Albuquerque. 

Nahgebah  could  see  that  she  was  in  a nursing  home  but  could  not  talk. 
She  had  seen  daylight  and  walked  toward  it  from  the  place  on  that 
strange  mountain  and  found  herself  in  bed.  She  was  weak,  and  did  not 
know  these  people,  she  heard  them  call  her  the  Old  Navajo  Woman  in  6B. 
She  thought  is  this  how  it  is  to  be  old,  where  are  my  children,  why 
haven't  they  come  to  see  me.  She  thought  I have  to  exercise,  but  did  so 
at  night  in  the  quiet  of  it,  moving  every  so  slowly  to  get  her  legs  and 
arms  moving  again.  She  did  not  talk  to  the  people  around  her,  but  they 
could  she  was  looking  at  them  but  they  talked  like  she  wasn't  there. 

When  she  slept  she  could  see  the  Twins,  Monster  Slayer  and  Born  for 
Water,  and  she  watched  them  in  their  travels.  She  could  see  the 
medicines  they  carried,  their  lightening  arrows  of  straight  lightning, 
spotted  lightning,  and  straight  lightning  and  their  armor  of  flint  that 
covered  their  heads,  body  and  feet.  They  would  look  toward  her  every 
now  and  then,  but  would  not  wave,  because  they  had  outgrown  such  things. 
She  was  stronger  now  and  she  made  her  way  to  near  where  they  were.  She 
heard  the  talking  there.  Their  Father  was  saying,  this  mush  inside  this 
basket  is  powerful,  from  four  directions,  it  is  there  and  you  have  eat 
it  a certain  way  he  said.  If  you  do  this  you  will  be  restored.  It  is 
from  the  pollen  of  what  is  called  restoration,  a restoration  of  youth 
and  in  beauty  it  is  done.  It  will  give  you  strength.  She  watched  them 
as  they  ate  this  and  after  they  had  left  saw  the  small  morsels 
left  behind.  She  felt  she  should  eat  it  but  then  it  was  too  powerful  so 
she  skimmed  just  the  dew  off  it  and  tasted  just  a little  bit  of  it  and 
then  left . . . 

Ashie  got  to  Albuquerque,  the  yard  was  closed,  he  crawled  over  the 
fence  and  dropped  the  paper  work  in  the  door  slot  and  unhooked  the 
trailer  and  left  it  there.  He  drove  on  down  to  Central  to  the  Tewa 
Lodge  and  got  a room,  it  was  almost  Christmas.  There  was  a bar  not  too 
far  off,  the  Blue  Spruce,  he  saw  some  Indian  people  standing  outside 
and  thought  about  going  in  there  but  then  thought  nothing  good  will 
come  of  it  and  fell  asleep  watching  tv.  He  did  not  call  home  because  he 


nothing  to  say,  he  felt  bad  he  had  nothing  for  his  family  for  Christmas 
and  let  his  tired  body  carry  him  off  to  sleep. 

Nahgebah  felt  the  hand  of  a young  girl,  a teenager,  she  had  blue  eyes, 
she  was  brushing  her  hair  as  she  was  in  bed  and  tied  it  in  the  back. 

She  could  hear  music,  Bing  Crosby  playing  down  the  hall.  It  was  early 
about  breakfast  time,  the  Candy  Stripers  were  delivering  presents  to 
the  old  folks  there.  Nahgebah  got  up  and  looked  outside  and  saw  the 
packages  of  clothes  sitting  on  chairs  and  she  took  one  back  to  her 
room.  She  moved  around,  she  looked  in  the  mirror  and  saw  her  hair  was 
all  white,  and  she  dressed  herself  and  looked  down  the  hall.  One  of  the 
young  girls  forgot  something  in  her  car  and  ran  out  the  door  to  get  it, 
Nahgebah  was  right  behind  her.  You  could  not  tell  she  was  83,  she  move 
quickly  and  walked  to  the  bus  stop.  The  bus  came  and  it  was  free  ride 
day.  She  told  the  driver  she  was  going  to  the  Phoenix  Indian  Hospital 
and  needed  to  get  there.  The  lady  driver  looked  at  her  with  tired  eyes 
handed  her  a ticket  and  told  her  to  sit  behind  her.  She  said  I will  let 
you  know  when  you  change  buses.  Nahgebah  sat  down  and  looked  around. 

Ashie  waited  for  the  terminal  to  open  and  it  finally  did  and  he  got  his 
papers  for  his  return  load,  he  called  in  and  the  dispatcher  said  he 
needed  to  call  his  sister  in  Phoenix,  but  he  did  not  want  to  talk  to 
her.  She  had  given  him  a hard  time  about  putting  their  mother  in  a 
nursing  home  and  had  been  mad  at  him  for  not  visiting  her.  He  tried  to 
say  he  didn't  have  enough  money  but  it  did  no  good,  he  did  not  want  to 
talk  to  her.  He  went  looking  for  his  load  at  the  address  he  got  and 
there  was  a sign  on  the  gate  that  said  Closed  for  Christmas.  He  went 
back  and  got  the  same  room  for  the  night;  he  thought  about  calling  home 
but  it  would  only  make  him  feel  bad  so  he  didn't,  he  just  watched  tv. 

In  the  waiting  room,  an  old  lady  with  white  hair  sat  down  at  the 
Phoenix  Indian  Medical  Center. 

When  people  came  by  she  spoke  to  them.  One  young  couple  from  Nageezi 
was  there  and  she  spoke  with  them.  She  asked  for  a ride  home.  They 
looked  at  her  with  suspicion,  she  told  them  she  got  out  of  the  hospital 
and  her  family  had  no  phone  so  she  was  trying  to  find  a way  home,  it 
was  on  their  way.  After  a minute  or  two  the  couple  told  her  to  come 
with  them.  She  crawled  into  the  back  of  their  camper  and  they  gassed  up 
and  bought  her  a sandwich  and  pop  and  they  took  off,  heading  North  and 
they  traveled  through  Payson  and  then  Showlow  and  kept  going  North.  She 
fell  asleep  and  she  found  herself  on  that  strange  mountain. 

Where  is  Ashie,  his  sister  said  on  the  phone  to  his  wife.  I don't  know 
she  said  he  is  on  the  road  and  hasn't  called.  I need  to  get  a hold  of 

him.  Mom  took  off  from  the  nursing  home,  she  is  wandering  around 

Phoenix  somewhere,  no  one  knows  where  she  it  at.  Do  you  know  where  he 
is  . No,  she  said.  Alright,  I am  calling  the  my  other  brothers  and  tell 

them.  So  she  called  them,  one  in  Denver,  one  in  Kansas  City  and  one  in 

San  Francisco,  she  told  them.  All  them  were  calling  each  other,  where 
was  Ashie?  The  one  in  Denver  decided  to  drive  down  and  had  just 
bought  a new  car.  He  thought  about  what  to  do  with  the  other  one,  it 
was  good  and  he  thought  to  sell  it  but  he  decided  maybe  Ashie  could  use 
it  and  so  he  sent  his  son  to  take  it  to  Ashie' s wife  and  so  he  left  to 
drive  over  there. 

Nahgebah  got  off  at  the  junction,  it  was  evening  and  she  started  to 
walk  west  on  the  highway  to  her  mountain.  She  kept  walking,  no  one  was 
on  the  highway.  She  thought  about  the  history  of  her  people,  of  how  the 
Navajos  who  were  taken  to  Fort  Sumner  in  1868  suffered  there.  They 
were  broken  hearted  and  when  they  heard  they  were  free  to  go  home  they 
were  so  glad  to  be  going  home.  She  remembered  that  when  they  had 
traveled  and  saw  Mount  Taylor  one  of  the  Sacred  Mountains,  they  asked 
is  that  our  mountain,  and  they  said  yes.  The  old  people,  the  men  and 
woman  fell  to  the  ground  and  wept  at  the  sight  of  it  they  were  so 
happy.  She  reached  down  and  grabbed  a handful  of  dirt,  and  it  became 
corn  pollen  and  offered  it  to  this  place,  and  she  could  see  the 
mountain  of  her  home  and  she  was  so  glad  to  see  it  again. 

She  had  not  noticed  but  the  Bitsillies  had  stopped  and  looked  at  her 
with  wide  eyes  as  she  got  in  and  she  said  she  was  going  home.  They 
could  not  believe  it  was  her  and  she  closed  the  door  and  they  drove 


off. 

Ashie  picked  up  his  load  and  got  a message  to  call  home,  he  thought 
about  it  and  tried  to  call  home,  but  there  was  no  answer,  so  he  left 
early  that  morning.  The  dispatcher  said  something  about  his  wife  asking 
him  to  go  to  the  old  place  and  check  it.  It  was  important  he  go  by 
there,  they  would  meet  him  there.  He  thought  I wonder  what  happened  he 
was  worried  and  left  heading  down  the  road  to  Gallup  his  mind  full  of 
questions.  He  got  to  the  Giant  Truck  Stop  and  called  home  but  still  no 
answer  so  he  gassed  up  and  headed  North,  he  got  to  Gallup  and  drove 
North.  I hope  no  one  is  hurt  or  something  worse. 

He  almost  drove  by  the  turnoff,  without  turning  but  thought  I better 
wait  for  them  there.  He  pulled  off  the  road  and  headed  west.  He  drove 
up  to  the  trading  post  and  parked  the  rig  and  started  to  head  down 
through  the  cedars.  He  could  smell  smoke  from  a pinon  tree  and  it  was 
from  up  ahead.  When  he  stepped  into  the  clearing  there  were  all  these 
vehicles  parked  there  and  the  house  was  open.  He  could  smell  coffee  and 
the  boards  covering  the  windows  were  taken  down.  He  walked  to  the  front 
and  there  was  talking  going  on  inside. 

He  thought  something  is  going  on,  who  is  in  there.  You  leave  something 
and  Maaiis,  coyotes  move  in  and  take  it  over.  He  thought  about 
knocking  but  just  walked  in.  He  opened  the  door  and  there  was  the 
trader,  and  Rev.  K,  and  the  Bitsillies,  and  the  Upshaws,  Tauglechees 
and  the  table  was  covered  with  food.  He  stood  there  and  they  all  looked 
at  him,  he  did  not  know  what  to  say.  Then  he  heard  a voice  from  the 
other  room,  it  sounded  like  his  wife,  she  said.  Come  Here! 

What  is  this,  what  is  she  doing  here.  He  stepped  toward  the  sound  of 
her  voice  and  in  the  next  room  the  beds  were  set  up  and  a table,  and 
his  wife  was  there  and  their  three  kids  who  were  giggling,  and  a 
makeshift  tree  full  of  presents  underneath.  He  was  so  surprised. 

There  in  front  of  him  sat  a woman  with  her  back  to  him.  She  had  long 
white  hair,  tied  up  in  the  traditional  way.  She  turned  to  him  and  it 
was  his  mother,  Nahgebah.  He  reached  out  and  took  her  in  his  arms,  and 
just  stood  there  and  held  her.  They  did  not  say  anything,  they 
couldn't,  he  just  stood  there  and  they  all  wept. 

There  is  nothing  really  in  life  that  is  as  important  as  family.  This  is 
what  it  is  all  about,  what  makes  us  travel  so  far  from  early  morning  to 
late  night,  enduring  hardship,  hunger  and  some  pain  but  the  thought  of 
home  and  all  them  there.  Is  there  anything  better  than  this.  Nothing 
else  matters,  all  else  vanishes  like  a mist. 

He  stood  there  and  cried  for  a long  while.  Oh,  Shima,  my  mother.  It  is 
a home  again,  and  all  those  that  were  there  laughed  cuz  it  was  a 
miracle  in  this  out  of  the  way  place.  In  the  way  of  saying  it,  she  had 
"run  after  them",  meaning  she  was  chasing  after  them  and  in  doing  so 
they  had  all  followed  her  here.  So  it  goes  the  story  of  an  old  woman 
named  Nahgebah. 

"RE : Poem:  Telling  Stories"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Dec  1999  14:14:28  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : Telling  Stories 

Telling  Stories 

Many  things, 
are  not  in  books. 

Now,  listen,  carefully, 
those  elders  said. 

This  is  important, 
remember  it  well. 


Then,  they  would  say, 
what  needed  saying. 


Those  stories, 
would  be  told,  to  you. 


Every  year,  sometimes, 
it  is  how  things  are. 

Tales  of  Rabbit, 
and  fox,  and  others. 

Dust  stories, 
many,  might  say. 

But,  each  one, 
has  many  lessons. 

If  you  heard  it  right, 
and  remembered  well. 

One  day,  you, 

will  be  asked  to  tell. 

Those  stories, 
and  you  will  say. 

This  is  important, 
remember  it  well. 

The  little  ones, 
will  listen  then. 

With  wonder, 
and  eyes  wide. 

Dohn  Berry,  1999,  Oklahoma 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Dan  2000  01:07:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Danuary  23-29 

IANUALI 

(Danuary) 

(Kaelo) 

23 

In  the  heart  of  the  mountain  burns  the  fire  of  new  life. 

24 

The  earth's  fire,  a wave's  caress,  the  never-ceasing  kiss  of  the  wind 
--  of  these  things  is  my  island  born. 

25 

The  morning  dew  baptizes  the  grass;  a thousand  glistening  beads 
reflect  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun. 

26 

I am  the  wild  spirit  that  greets  the  dawning  of  this  day. 

27 

I see  the  thread  of  mana  which  passes  from  me  to  all  those  I hold  dear 
--  we  are  family  --  we  are  'ohana. 

28 

If  I feel  hunger  or  thirst,  the  land  will  provide;  if  my  spirit  is 
troubled,  the  wind  and  the  sea  will  comfort  me;  if  I am  afraid,  Pele 
will  protect  me. 


29 


Each  morning  is  a celebration  of  beginnings. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  16  January  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub  j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  19  Dec  1999  09:08:09  -0600 
From:  "lenapelady"  <ldef007@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Canadian  conference 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Decolonizing  Canadian  Educational  Foundations:  A Postcolonial  Challenge 
in  the  New  Millennium 
An  Aboriginal  Education  Symposium 
February  7 - 10,  2000 

Symposium  Summary 

This  symposium  explores  the  contours  of  colonialism  in  the  Canadian  policy 
environment  and  in  Canadian  educational  foundations.  It  will  seek  to  explain 
and  illustrate  how  Eurocentrism  creates  a colonial  consciousness  that 
envelops  and  binds  its  members,  creating  obstacles  for  change.  For  all 
those  attempting  to  create  an  Aboriginal  presence  and  space  in  institutions, 
the  symposium  will  examine  and  seek  to  displace  colonialism  and  its 
strategies,  in  its  examination  of  education,  with  an  emerging 
constitutional,  postcolonial  consciousness.  This  consciousness  is  unfolding 
an  Indigenous  renaissance  that  is  reclaiming,  restoring  and  renewing 
relationships  with  the  earth,  heritages  and  languages  and  stimulating  a new 
paradigm  and  intercultural  diplomacy.  Exploring  some  decolonizing  models, 
approaches  and  strategies  will  stimulate  our  imagination  and  creativity  for 
change  in  multiple  spaces. 

A High  Impact  Program  for: 

- Elected  leaders,  senior  managers,  politicians  from  Canadian  and  Aboriginal 
communities  who  seek  to  develop  a postcolonial  policy  environment  to  create 
an  equitable  Canadian  society. 

- Educators,  at  all  institutional  levels  who  are  forging  Aboriginal 
educational  or  professional  development  initiatives 

- Administrators  and  government  leaders  seeking  to  empower  Indigenous 
peoples  and  their  knowledge 

- First  Nations  school  board  members  and  other  community  leaders 
Symposium  Flighlights 

- To  explore  and  understand  the  foundations  of  Eurocentrism  in 
knowledge 

production,  diffusion,  and  resistance 

- To  explore  decolonizing  theory  and  practice  for  empowering  First 
Nation  knowledge,  peoples,  and  education 


- To  hear  of  emerging  models  for  empowering  Aboriginal  epistemology  in 
education  and  sciences  (Indigenous  science  education  model/Alaskan 
Indigenous  Knowledge  Project) 

- To  imagine,  dream  and  create  postcolonial  strategies  for  Aboriginal 
education  and  institutions 

Faculty  Leader:  Dr.  Marie  Battiste  is  Professor  at  the  College  of  Education, 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  A Mi'kmaq  educator,  Marie  is  well  known  for  her 
research  interests  in  Aboriginal  languages,  epistemology,  curriculum, 
cognitive  imperialism  and  research  ethics.  Recent  publications  include: 
Reclaiming  Indigenous  Voice  and  Vision;  First  Nations  Education  in  Canada: 
The  Circle  Unfolds;  and  Protecting  Indigenous  Knowledge.  Fler  research  and 
experience  working  in  First  Nations  schools  in  administration,  curriculum 
development,  and  Aboriginal  languages  have  provided  a solid  foundation  for 
addressing  the  postcolonial  challenges  for  the  next  century. 

Tuition:  $500  + GST=  $535 

Room  and  Meals:  $640  + GST  + Alberta  Flotel  Tax  = $703.80 
Tracy  Whattam  ~ Nisgaa  Nation 
Regional  Coordinator 

Coordinator,  1st  Nations  Support  Services  Metro  Region 

New  Westminster  Secondary  School 
Aboriginal  Education  Branch 

P: (604)517-6316 

F:  " 517-6204 

Email:  twhattam@helix.net 


Date:  Sun,  09  3an  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Flope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 


Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) : 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  lo  Anne  Steele;  MC:  lolo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
losh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 


info  on  Family  Day  (Friday) , or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Flamilton,  Georgia.  Flosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


From:  Montana's  Travel  Guide 
March 

1999  MSU-Billings  Annual  Inter-Tribal  PowWow 
3/19/99-3/20/99 
Billings,  Montana 
406-657-2561 
April 

Indian  Powwow-  MSU  Indian  Club 
4/2/99-4/3/99 
Bozeman,  Montana 
406-782-0461 

May 

Buffalo  Feast  & Powwow 
5/14/99-5/16/99 
St.  Ignatius,  MT 
406-745-2951 
Flathead  Reservation 

Great  Falls  Powwow 
5/28/99 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
406-761-3165 
Dune 

Red  Bottom  Celebration 

6/17/99-6/20/99 

Frazer,  Montana 

406-768-5557 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 


Badlands  Celebration 
6/25/99-6/27/99 


Brockton,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Little  Bighorn  Days 
6/23/99-6/28/99 
Hardin,  Montana 
406-665-1672 
Crow  Reservation 

101st  Annual  Arlee  Celebration 
6/30/99-7/4/99 
Arlee,  Montana 
406-745-4984 
Flathead  Reservation 
Duly 

Valley  of  the  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and  Rodeo 

7/1/99-7/5/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  River  Days 

7/3/99-7/5/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-448-2570 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

North  American  Indian  Days 
7/8/99-7/11/99 

Blackfeet  Tribal  Fairgrounds 
Browning,  Montana 
406-338-7179 
Blackfeet  Reservation 

Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow 
7/16/99-7/18/99 
Elmo,  Montana 
406-675-0160 
Flathead  Reservation 

Milk  River  Indian  Days 

7/22/99-7/25/99 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 

406-353-2901 

Fort  Belknap  Reservation 

Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 

7/23/99-7/25/99 

Hamilton,  Montana 

406-961-4705 

Flathead  Reservation 

Standing  Bear  Celebration 
7/24/99-7/26/99 
Poplar,  Montana 
406-768-3506 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
August 

Rocky  Boy's  Annual  Pow  Wow 
8/6/99-8/8/99 

Rocky  Boy's  Agency,  Montana 

406-265-4282 

Rocky  Boy's  Reservation 


Wadopana  Celebration 

8/6/99-8/8/99 

Wolf  Point,  Montana 

406-768-5131 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

121st  Commemoration  of  the  Big  Hole 
8/9/99 

Wisdom,  Montana 
406-689-3155 

Crow  Fair  Powwow  & Rodeo 

8/20/99-8/22/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration 
8/26/99-8/29/99 
Fort  Kipp,  Montana 
406-768-5155 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
September 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Day  of  Honor 
9/4/99 

Pryor,  Montana 
406-252-1289 
Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  Indian  Days 

9/4/99-9/6/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield  Pipe  Ceremony 
9/13/99 

Laurel,  Montana 
406-628-8105 

North  American  Indian  Alliance  Pow  Wow 

9/17/99-9/18/99 

Butte,  Montana 

406-782-0461 

Native  American  Awareness  Week 

9/20/99-9/24/99 

Pablo,  Montana 

406-675-0160 

Flathead  Reservation 

Last  Chance  Community  Pow-Wow 
9/24/99-9/26/99 
Helena,  Montana 
406-442-9267 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

ALBERTA 

Ian  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Pincher  Creek,  AB. 

Napi  Pow  Wow,  Host  Drum: 


Eya-Hey-Nakoda-1999  Napi  Pow  Wow  Drum 
Champs.  Call  (403)627-4224,  Fax 
(403)627-2564. 

MANITOBA 

3an  28-30  Fri-Sun:  Brandon,  MB.  The  3rd 
Annual  First  Nation  Winter  Celebration. 
(204)855-2436. 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Flenry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 
Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Tue,  11  Dan  2000  22:27:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Winter  2000  Pow  Wow  list 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 
>Southeast< 

Note  I:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have 
their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify 
dates ! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well.  In 
addition:  Due  to  a lack  of  time,  and  difficulty  involved  in  maintaining  such 
a broad-based  list,  I will  no  longer  actively  seek  to  obtain  listings  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  I will  occasionally 
continue  to  list  events  from  these  states  (and  others)  when  convenience 
allows . 

ru  rw  ru  \J  /V 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Now,  through  May:  Cotton  Blossom  Classroom  Cruises,  on  the  Cotton  Blossom 
Riverboat,  departing  from  the  docks  at  the  Mobile  Convention  Center,  Mobile. 
One  hour  and  one  & 1/2  hour  educational  cruises,  featuring  lectures  on 
ecology,  archaeology  and  history.  Hours  TBA.  Admission  charged.  Contact: 
Terri  Gresham  (334)  438-3060. 

Now,  through  Dune  26:  High  Stakes  Indian  Bingo,  at  the  Creek  Bingo  Palace  on 
the  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Reservation,  Atmore.  Each  Saturday  & Sunday  at 


1:00pm,  and  Mondays  at  5:00pm.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (800)  826-9121. 

Ian.  14-16,  21-23,  & 28-30:  Eagle  Awareness  & More,  at  Lake  Guntersville  & 

3oe  Wheeler  State  Parks,  Guntersville.  An  organized  weekend  of  field  trips  & 
presentations  revolving  around  the  wintering  population  of  Bald  Eagles  at  the 
parks.  Admission  charged.  Contact  Linda  Reynolds,  Park  Naturalist,  7966 
Alabama  Hwy.  227,  Guntersville,  AL  35976-9126  or  call  (256)  571-5444. 

Note:  For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau  of 
Tourism  and  Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA,  or  visit  online  at  www.touralabama.org. 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 

3an.  14-16:  Festival  of  the  Buffalo  Pow  Wow,  at  International  Market  World, 
1052  Hwy.  92  West,  Auburndale.  Info:  (941)  665-0062. 

3an.  28-30:  Indian  River  Native  American  Festival,  at  Silver  Sands  Arena,  New 
Smyrna  Beach.  Info:  (904)  424-0860. 

Feb.  10-13:  Seminole  Tribal  Fair,  Seminole  Tribal  Fairgrounds,  Hollywood. 
Info:  (954)  967-3706.# 

Feb.  11-14:  Seminole  Tribal  Festival  & Rodeo,  Hollywood.  Info:  (954) 

966-6300,  ext.  1305.# 

# - these  two  listings  probably  refer  to  the  same  event.  It  would  be  a good 
idea  to  call  & confirm. 

Feb.  18-20:  St.  Augustine  American  Indian  Festival,  on  the  Festival  Field, 

St.  Augustine.  Info:  Frank  Moore  (813)  654-9158  or  (904)  756-7900. 

Feb.  25-27:  Vero  Beach  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Indian  River  County  Fairgrounds, 
58th  Ave.,  near  Kiwanis-Hobart  Park,  Vero  Beach.  Info:  (561)  778-8128  or 
(561)  567-1995  after  6pm. 


GEORGIA 

No  current  listings. 


KENTUCKY 

3an.  15-16,  26-27,  & 29-30:  Bald  Eagle  Excursions,  at  Land  Between  the  Lakes, 
Golden  Pond.  Info:  (800)  525-7077. 


LOUISIANA 

Mar.  10-12:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Bogalusa  Sports  Complex, 
Avenue  B,  Bogalusa.  Hosted  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society.  HM: 
Spirit  Horse;  HL:  Frances  Johnson;  H.  Little  Boy:  Trent  Dardar;  H.  Little 
Girl:  Paige  Chaisson;  HD:  Caney  Creek  Singers.  All  drums,  dancers,  staffs  & 
princesses  welcome.  Info:  Michelle  (504)  732-3484/fax:  735-8744  or  Frances 
(225)  675-6184,  or  e-mail:  okanowa@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Johnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Mar.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 


Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion, 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 

Feb.  19:  American  Indian  Center  of  St.  Louis  Pow  Wow,  at  Grants  Shelter, 
inside  Jefferson  Barracks  Park,  St.  Louis.  Info:  (314)  773-3316/fax: 
773-3160,  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Jan.  21-22:  Statesville  Pow  Wow,  sponsored  by  Eswau  Huppeday  Lodge, 
Statesville.  Several  good  drums  and  a large  number  of  dancers  are  expected  at 
this  event,  along  with  workshops  on  everything  from  regalia  to  tipis.  Info: 
Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286,  or  e-mail:  TWDBear@aol.com. 


OKLAHOMA 

Feb.  5:  Seminole  Nation  Honor  Color  Guard  Memorial  Dance  for  Matthew  Reed, 
Tecumseh  Square  Building,  Tecumseh.  MC:  Marvin  Alexander  (Seminole);  HM: 
Charlie  Harjo  (Seminole);  HL:  Mary  Carter  (Sac  & Fox/Kickapoo) ; HG:  Justin 
Yearby  (Choctaw);  HD:  Rough  Arrow;  WS:  Wichita  Warrior  Society;  AD:  Madison 
Jefferson  (Choctaw);  Co-host:  Shawnee  Elders.  Agenda:  1:00pm  - Gourd  Dancing; 
5:00pm  - Dinner  Served;  6:00pm  - Gourd  Dancing;  7:00pm  - Grand  Entry;  dancing 
until  whenever....  All  drums  welcome,  all  princesses  welcome.  Free  & open  to 
the  public.  Contests  for  Men's  Straight  & Men's  Fancy,  Women's  Cloth  & Junior 
Boy's  Grass.  No  fee  for  arts  & crafts  booths,  but  donations  would  be 
appreciated.  Info:  Chebon  Mitchell  (405)  878-1283,  Jimmy  Johnson  (918) 
656-3462,  or  Charlie  Harjo  (918)  756-7958. 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  James  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TENNESSEE 
No  current  listings. 


VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 


Feb.  5:  8th  Annual  Cherokee  Indian  Heritage  Day  & Sandhill  Crane  Viewing  Day, 
Hiwassee  Wildlife  Refuge,  Birchwood.  Info:  (423)  334-5850  or  (423)  499-3584. 


TEXAS 

Ian.  22:  TIHA  Winter  Pow  Wow,  at  Wurst  Halle,  New  Braunfels.  General  info: 
(817)  797-8152;  Trader  info:  (830)  665-9309. 

Feb.  19-20:  United  San  Antonio  Pow  Wow,  San  Antonio.  Info:  (210)  736-3702. 

Mar.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


Note:  updates  will  be  posted  as  more  information  becomes  available.  Spring 
listings  (for  March-April-May)  are  being  prepared. 

Special  Announcement:  I may  soon  be  switching  my  internet  service  provider. 
I will  attempt  to  let  everyone  know  my  new  ISP  & screen  name  as  soon  as 
possible.  In  the  meantime,  you  may  continue  sending  your  requests  & info  to 
wanige@aol . com . 


ELSEWHERE 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 

— "RE:  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Ian  2000  12:09:25  -0600 
From:  Christine  Penney  <cpenney@CSS . EDU> 

Sub j : NAC  Program  Schedule  for  Ian  17-21 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl . edu>  01/17/00  11:26AM  >>> 

LIVE  M - F,  1pm  - 2pm  EST 

NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  HARLAN  McKOSATO  WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  lanuary  17-21,  2000 

MON  - 1/17:  Marketing  Native  America  Overseas: 

Marketing  Native  America  oversees  is  becoming  a lucrative  industry.  But 
how  does  Native  America  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  without  selling 
its  very  identity?  Or  the  culture  it  is  trying  to  protect?  Guest  include 
Gordon  Bronitsky  Ph.D.,  of  Bronitsky  and  Associates  Marketing  Firm. 

TUE  - 1/18:  Return  of  Navajo  Boy: 

Antique  film  footage  of  a Navajo  family  has  resurfaced  and  is  the  subject 
of  a new  film  release  at  the  Sundance  Film  Festival.  The  work  looks  at  the 
changes  the  Cly  family  underwent  since  their  predecessors  were  filmed 
decades  ago.  Guests  include  producers  3eff  Spitz  and  Benny  Klain. 

WED  - 1/19:  Indian  in  the  Spotlight:  Vincent  Craig: 

Vincent  Craig  is  best  known  for  his  humor  and  music.  But  did  you  know 
that  this  Navajo  entertainer  serves  as  Justice  Commissioner  for  the  White 
Mountain  Apache?  Or  that  he  was  former  prosecutor  for  the  Navajo  Nation. 

On  this  "Indian  in  the  Spotlight"  Edition,  we  visit  with  Comedian/musician 
Vincent  Craig  and  discuss  how  he  transforms  hardship  into  humor. 

THU  - 1/20:  Parental  Rights: 


The  plight  of  the  young  Cuban  refugee,  Elian  Gonzales,  has  America 
wondering  what  rights  and  powers  do  parents  have  when  it  comes  to  their 
children;  but  it's  a question  that  Native  America  has  been  dealing  with  for 
years.  In  the  past  federal  agencies  have  stripped  Indian  children  away  from 
their  parents  for  menial  and  benign  reasons  and  sent  them  off  to  boarding 
schools  and  foster  homes.  Can  this  still  happen  today?  What  protections  do 
parents  have  if  the  US  government  feels  they  are  not  good  parents? 

Guests  TBA. 

FRI  - 01/21:  Dial-A-Doc : 

Our  doctors,  David  Baines  and  Tom  Nighswander,  are  back  again  for  another 
round  of  Dial-a-Doc.  This  is  your  chance  to  call  in  and  ask  any  health  or 
medical  related  questions  you  may  have.  Don't  forget  to  get  your  questions 
ready  for  this  radio  house  call  and  join  Sharon  McConnell  and  the  doctors 
on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 


Eric  Martin 

American  Indian  Radio  On  Satellite  Director  of  Distribution 

emartin2@unl.edu 

402.472.3287 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu 
with  the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Cyd  Crue,  Francis  A.  Boyle,  Martha  E Ture,  David  Seals,  Willie  Wallace, 
John  Wm  Sloniker,  Pat  Morris,  Brooke  Schiavi,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  S Derry, 
Danet  Smith,  Debra  Sanders,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Dohn  Berry, 
Dustanoldman,  Frank  Blazquez,  ME  Shaiman,  Bola  Akadiri,  Steve  Bison, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Barbara  Landis,  Christine  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:25:03  2000 
Date:  Tue,  25  Han  2000  18:42:32  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.005 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Indianz,  NatFilm,  Innu-L, 
LPDC  & Triballaw  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //www .omaha . com/Omaha/OWFI/StoryViewer/lj  3153,282293,00 . html 
http://www.indiancountry.com/headlines . html#articlethree 
http://www.azcentral.com/news/0113around . shtml 
http://www.ammsa.com/windspeak/ 

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/000120/nc_lst_uni_l.html 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/11151ookback. shtml 
http://www.adn . com/stories/T00012088. html 

http://www.latimes.com/wires/wpolitics/20000119/tCB00V0417.html 
http: //www. boston . com/dailynews/018/ region /Floulton_Band_of_Maliseets_seek 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive .html 


The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 
Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"I  see  the  end  of  things.  It's  coming!  God'll  wipe  all  this  dirty 
world  away  like  you  wipe  a window  with  a rag.  Only  God's  gonna  use 
the  hurricane  for  a rag.  He's  gonna  use  the  earthquake  for  a rag. 

He's  gonna  wipe  all  the  wicked  away." 

"Only  the  sky  will  be  left.  Dust  clear  blue  sky...  like  a clean  window. 
Dess  Bluebird,  Cherokee 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

I to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
t borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

! Choctaw  Confederacies,  ! 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  i 

I so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


[ Dourney 

j The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Limbs  are  cracking  under  the  stress  of  a late  winter  ice  storm  here  in 
Georgia.  Wind  and  ice  find  the  weak  branches,  and  the  cleansing  of  old, 
diseased  branches  from  the  trees  is  the  result. 

Similarly,  there  are  efforts  to  cleanse  corruption  from  tribal 
governments.  We  are  almost  accustomed  to  hearing  of  another  Cherokee  Nation 
of  Oklahoma,  Leech  Lake... or  the  most  recent,  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  on  Pine 
Ridge  being  besieged  by  angry  tribal  members  demanding  a clean  up  of  whatever 
the  current  mess  is. 


Let  me  remind  you,  every  nasty,  infected  sore  must  be  cleansed  deep  for 
healing  to  occur.  Simply  cleaning  the  surface  and  throwing  a bandaid  on  it 
will  only  result  in  the  infection  being  driven  deeper  and  maybe  resulting 
in  systemic  poisoning.  To  cleanse  what  is  wrong  at  the  tribal  government 
level  there  is  also  going  to  have  to  be  some  truly  deep  cleansing.  That 
means  removing  the  source  of  the  corruption  - the  BIA  and  its  efforts  to 
force  the  dominant  society's  concept  of  top-down  control  on  Native  Peoples 
who  never,  ever  chose  this  way  themselves. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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Another  Sioux  Uprising  in  the  Black  Hills 
Analysis  by  David  Seals 
Trillions  are  at  stake. 

Americans  glance  at  "The  Indian  Problem"  and  see  only  a quaint  reminder 
of  a minor  19th  century  irritant,  which  is  marked  by  high  melodrama  like 
Custer's  Last  Stand,  and  vestigial  relics  called  Treaties  which  are  about 
as  relevant  to  them  as  the  butter  urns  of  Pioneers. 

If  they  also  occasionally  hear  a word  or  two  about  the  descendents  of 
Sitting  Bull  and  Pocahontas  protesting  for  Casinos  or  against  Chief  Wahoo, 
in  the  name  of  those  same  arcane  treaties,  then  it  is  a little  saddening 
to  them  to  see  the  final  deterioration  of  the  memory  of  the  once  glorious 
and  romantic  and  tragic  Old  Chiefs,  who  were  the  last  real  Indians. 

But  a few  policymakers  in  the  U.S.  Government  know  better.  They  know 
that  millions  of  square  miles  of  the  United  States  are  legally  in  jeopardy. 
Like  the  American  people  they  represent  they  don't  care  that  the  opinion 
of  much  of  the  rest  of  the  world  is  sympathetic  to  the  "plight"  of  the 
"American  Indians",  who  are  suffering  with  85%  unemployment,  rampant 
alcohlic  sickness  and  fetal  syndromes  and  abysmal  health  care,  a huge 
percentage  of  the  prison  population  compared  to  their  per  capita,  a median 
death  age  for  Native  men  of  46  compared  to  76  for  the  general  population  - 


the  statistics  of  systematic  racial  repression  go  on  and  on  and  have  been 
documented  many  times  in  books  and  newspapers. 

No,  the  Americans  don't  care  what  the  rest  of  the  world  thinks  about 
their  internal  problems  and  policies.  But  they  do  care  very  much  that 
trillions  of  dollars  are  at  stake  in  the  massive  Land  Claims  the  Indians 
are  always  making  in  court,  according  to  those  373  Treaties  that  the  young 
ambitious  US  signed  and  ratified  in  the  years  between  when  George 
Washington  and  Ulysses  S.  Grant  were  winning  the  West. 

The  Black  Hills  bioregion  of  the  High  Plains  has  often  been  a central 
crucible  for  this  conflict  that  is  both  symbolic  and  very  very  real.  The 
battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn  River  and  the  massacres  of  Wounded  Knee  are 
here,  as  well  as  Mount  Rushmore,  with  its  idealists  of  commerce  presiding 
regally  over  the  vast  gold  and  uranium  fields.  Nuclear  Bomber  Bases, 
Deadwood  Casinos,  and  a Real  Estate  Empire  of  corn  and  coal  and  water 
greater  than  western  Europe. 

No,  the  American  People  don't  give  a damn  what  anybody  thinks  about  the 
absurd  Cheyenne  and  Sioux  claims  for  all  this  Land  - the  trans-Missouri 
Basin  of  the  1851  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  alone  extends  all  the  way  south  to 
the  Arkansas  River  to  include  Denver,  and  on  north  to  Canada  to  encompass 
most  of  Wyoming,  the  Dakotas,  and  Montana,  and  well  into  Alberta  and 
Saskatchewan.  Liberals  or  conservatives.  Sierra  Club  or  Peabody  Coal, 
alike,  ignore  Indian  treaties  when  they  are  crafting  Wilderness  Bills  or 
strip-mines.  Shoshones  in  Wyoming  and  Assiniboines  in  Montana  are 
irrelevant  to  Yuppies  from  Carmel  or  cowboys  from  Aspen  when  it  comes  to 
preserving  the  ecosystems  of  wolves  and  buffaloes  in  Yellowstone  National 
Park. 

But  still  the  Indians  keep  alive  the  memory  and  the  history,  and 
periodically  conflicts  flare  up  that  the  Americans  have  to  notice  a little 
bit,  like  the  1973  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  occupation  of  Wounded 
Knee.  They  they  have  to  turn  a blind  eye  and  a deaf  ear  to  the 
illegalities  of  their  Government,  and  say,  "Do  what  you  have  to  do, 
quietly,  tacitly,  but  take  care  of  it." 

And  the  FBI  and  the  Army  have  always  done  their  dirty  work.  In  Pine 
Ridge  today,  where  Wounded  Knee  lies  buried  under  neglect  and  poverty, 
where  the  descendents  of  Crazy  Horse  and  Red  Cloud  are  still  being  pitted 
against  each  other  by  the  forces  of  one  of  america's  most  effective  tools 
of  genocide  - Democracy  - the  Grassroots  Oyate  (the  People)  are  fighting 
madly  amongst  each  other  for  the  few  bare  bones  america  is  throwing  from 
the  richest  table  on  earth. 

They  have  a democratic  form  of  government  called  a Tribal  Council,  which 
was  forced  on  them  by  the  good  Roosevelt  liberals  in  1934,  replacing  their 
hopelessly  simplistic  elder's  councils  which  had  functioned  in  a primitive 
kind  of  efficiency  for  aeons.  No,  democracy  was  better.  The  Indian 
Reorganization  Act  of  1934  saw  to  it  that  elections  would  be  held,  so  that 
a fair  majority  could  rule  instead  of  the  old  unanimity  of  the  traditional 
system  of  government. 

Before  1934,  despite  the  hideous  annhilation  of  their  Buffalo  Economy  in 
the  19th  century,  begat  by  deliberate  National  Policy  again  by  the  same 
generals  who  had  learned  to  annhilate  the  southern  economy  as  the  best  way 
to  win  the  Civil  War  of  1861-1865,  the  indians  were  still  able  to  govern 
themselves  at  a subsistence  level  with  gardening  and  hunting,  and  a 
modicum  of  law  and  order  from  the  elders  and  clan  mothers  of  the 
Tiyospayes  and  Oyates  of  the  Ta  Ominicye  councils. 

After  1934  welfare  set  in.  Today,  about  15%  of  the  people  elect  Tribal 
Councilmen  and  a Chairman  every  2 years  or  4 years.  It  doesn't  matter.  The 
American  people  generously  provide  the  benevolent  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
with  about  $3  billion  a year  to  administer  and  feed  all  the  Indians  on  all 
the  reservations  from  Alaska  and  Hawai'i  to  Florida.  The  American  people 
are  happy  to  know  the  Indians  are  being  taken  care  of.  If  they  can't  get 
out  of  their  welfare  mindset  of  dependency,  and  hideous  inexplicable 
alcoholic  addiction,  and  get  a job  and  make  something  of  themselves  in  the 
richest  country  in  the  world,  then  that's  not  the  fault  of  the  american 
people. 

The  Grassroots  Oyate  in  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  in  South  Dakota, 
have  occupied  their  own  Tribal  Council  headquarters  building,  named  after 


Chief  Red  Cloud  who  proudly  went  to  Washington  D.C.  and  met  the  Great 
White  Father  General-President  Grant.  They  are  claiming  massive 
misappropriation  of  tribal  funds  and  want  the  entire  Council  to  be 
impeached.  It's  an  ugly  fight,  between  people  so  desperate  for  the  few 
scraps  they  are  fed  (Shannon  County,  South  Dakota  is  the  poorest  county  in 
the  entire  country)  and  brother  fighting  against  brother  and  sister  for  a 
few  miserable  shacks  and  trailer  houses  built  haphazardly  by  Washington's 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD) . 

It's  cold  and  bleak  in  South  Dakota  this  winter.  A number  of  grisly 
murders  have  sprung  up  in  a number  of  places,  Indians  found  floating  in 
the  creek  in  nearly  Rapid  City,  and  on  the  White  Clay  liquor-town,  in 
trash  cans  in  Mobridge,  run  over  by  pickups  in  Sisseton,  ugly  murders  of 
Indians  killing  Indians  in  drunken  brawls,  beating  their  wives  and 
children  to  death  with  ax  handles. 

The  Governor  of  South  Dakota,  William  lanklow,  has  bred  an  atmosphere  of 
racial  hate  and  smug  patriotic  piety  with  the  instigation  of  Boot  Camps 
for  teenage  offenders  and  minor  criminals;  and  one  overweight  girl  died  of 
heat  exhaustion  this  summer  in  one  of  the  Nazi  Camps.  The  governor  is 
under  investigation  for  his  leadership  in  this  and  many  other  examples  of 
torture  in  the  Boot  Camps,  even  as  he  builds  more  and  more  prisons. 

Indians  make  up  7%  of  the  State's  decreasing  population  but  40%  of  the 
inmates  in  jails. 

The  Army  corps  of  engineers  is  flooding  a graveyard  on  the  missouri 
river,  and  stealing  thousands  of  acres  of  Treaty  land  farther  north,  with 
the  complicity  of  powerful  Senator  Daschle,  a liberal  friend  of  President 
Clinton ' s . 

Clinton  came  to  Pine  Ridge  last  summer  and  made  a few  speeches  about  the 
terrible  poverty,  and  promised  to  provide  some  entrepreneur-zones  to 
develop  jobs  and  businesses.  But  so  far  nothing  has  happened.  The  Civil 
Rights  Commission  came  here  in  December  and  heard  hearings  about  all  the 
murders  of  Indians,  and  the  failure  of  the  courts  and  cops  to  do  much 
investigation,  but  no  one  expects  anything  constructive  to  result  from 
this  paper  Commission. 

And  the  grassroots  people  are  still  inside  Red  Cloud  Administration 
building,  driven  to  the  ironic  desperation  of  appealing  to  the  same  FBI 
and  BIA  to  expose  the  corruption  of  the  "elected"  Chairman  and  Treasurer 
and  Council,  and  already  everyone  is  hurling  blame  on  everyone  else.  The 
American  media  has  lost  interest  in  the  story,  and  the  people  of  South 
Dakota  continue  happily  buying  and  selling  the  rick  farmland  for  rich 
retirees  and  tourists  and  yuppies  from  California  and  New  York  who  want  to 
come  out  West  to  play  cowboy  and  indian,  like  Kevin  Costner  and  Ted  Turner. 

For  all  their  faults,  and  they  are  legion,  the  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  are 
still  speaking  more  truth  than  anyone  else.  Despite  the  corruption  of  the 
old  AIM  leadership,  and  involvement  in  their  own  grisly  internal  murders 
of  Anna  Mae  Aquash  in  1975,  and  the  continued  sickening  incarceration  of 
Leonard  Peltier  after  24  years,  accussed  of  killing  2 FBI  Agents  when 
everybody  knows  another  AIM  leader  named  Dennis  Banks  did  it,  the  New  AIM 
is  working  with  the  grassroots  Oyate  against  all  reason  and  hope  to  bring 
the  Treaty  and  the  Truth  to  the  forefront. 

Despite  the  corruption  of  the  Tribal  Council,  where  can  be  found  only 
the  few  jobs  available  at  all,  a semblance  of  democracy  in  action  is  still 
showing  in  lively  debates  and  open  discussions  among  many  peoples.  But 
it's  fatally  flawed  by  the  insidious  incessant  underhanded  intervention 
and  provocative  counter-surveillance  of  the  Dustice  Department  and  the 
Interior  Department  (FBI  and  BIA),  doing  the  dirty  work  of  the  merchants 
and  bankers  and  realtors  of  America. 

But  there  is  hope  in  the  good  prayers  of  many  of  the  women  working  to 
solve  this  crisis  constructively,  and  those  of  us  who  have  learned  a lot 
from  the  mistakes  of  the  1970s,  and  the  1870s.  We  don't  trust  America  at 
all,  anymore.  That's  a first  step,  and  a major  breakthrough,  for  many 
people  now  agree  with  the  principles  advocated  by  Sitting  Bull  and  Crazy 
Horse.  There  are  still  those  who  are  angrily  speaking  for  law  and  order 
and  respect  for  elected  leaders,  and  courtesy  dealing  with  the  media,  and 
free  enterprise  as  a foundation  of  survival.  But  they  aren't  many. 
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FBI  to  Review  Pine  Ridge  Records 
BY  DAVID  HENDEE 
WORLD-HERALD  STAFF  WRITER 

FBI  agents  took  control  Tuesday  of  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  financial  records 
during  the  second  day  of  a takeover  of  tribal  headquarters  by  protesters. 
The  headquarters  in  the  village  of  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.,  has  been  the  site  of 
a peaceful  takeover  by  about  100  Oglala  people  protesting  their 
government's  handling  of  the  tribe's  finances. 

The  federal  action  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  came  at  the 
request  of  the  Tribal  Council's  executive  board  led  by  President  Harold 
Dean  Salway.  Mark  Vukelich,  who  heads  the  FBI  office  in  nearby  Rapid  City, 
S.D.,  said  agents  also  gathered  financial  records  from  a tribal  district 
office  in  Allen,  S.D. 

"They're  in  safekeeping  now,"  Vukelich  said. 

The  protesters  said  they  want  a complete  audit  of  the  financial  records 
that,  they  said,  are  for  the  past  two  years.  Dale  Looks  Twice,  a spokesman 
for  the  unarmed  group,  said  the  tribal  leadership  has  mismanaged  and 
misappropriated  funds. 

Looks  Twice  said  the  reservation ' s chronic  high  unemployment  rate  and 
poverty  pushed  the  grass-roots  group  to  action. 

"Their  main  function  is  to  create  jobs  for  this  reservation, " he  said  of 
the  tribal  leadership.  "It's  not  happening.  We  say  enough  is  enough." 

The  protesters  said  Tuesday  that  they  will  not  leave  until  the  tribal 
treasurer  and  eight  other  members  of  the  tribal  council  are  out  of  office. 
They  occupied  the  two-story  building  Sunday. 

Long-running  friction  between  Salway,  a minority  of  the  17-member 
elected  council  who  support  him  and  a majority  led  by  tribal  treasurer 
Wesley  "Chuck"  Jacobs  has  split  the  tribe's  leadership. 

Looks  Twice  said  the  protesters  are  not  aligned  with  Salway  and  his 
supporters  on  the  council. 

"We're  a concerned  group  of  grass-roots  people  that  are  suffering 
because  of  corruption,"  he  said.  "Salway  is  part  of  that  (corruption),  too 
" Salway  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

About  75  protesters  were  at  the  tribal  offices  Tuesday,  Looks  Twice  said 
They  were  not  allowing  elected  tribal  leaders  into  the  building. 

Vukelich,  FBI  agent  William  Grode  and  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Superintendent  Robert  Ecoffey  met  Monday  with  the  protesters  to  hear 
their  grievances  and  allegations. 

Salway  and  two  members  of  the  five-member  executive  board  met  later 
Monday  and  approved  a resolution  asking  the  FBI  to  look  at  the  tribe's 
financial  records. 

Jacobs  and  members  of  his  finance  committee  voted  Monday  to  have  the 
protesters  thrown  out  of  the  headquarters.  Jacobs'  group  met  at  the 
tribe's  Prairie  Winds  Casino  about  25  miles  from  Pine  Ridge.  Looks  Twice 
said  the  committee  is  advisory  only  and  doesn't  have  the  authority  to 
order  eviction. 

Stanley  Star  Comes  Out,  a tribal  police  captain,  said  officers  would  not 
move  to  evict  anyone  from  the  building  until  authorities  receive  a legal 
request  from  the  tribal  council  or  a court  order. 

Looks  Twice  blamed  Jacobs  for  much  of  the  tribe's  financial  problems. 
Rumors  have  circulated  for  months  that  the  tribe  is  on  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy.  Jacobs  said  there  has  been  no  mismanagement  of  federal  or 
tribal  money.  The  tribal  government  handles  $44  million  a year  that  is 


provided  by  the  federal  government,  and  an  annual  audit  is  due  to  be 
issued  in  about  two  weeks  for  the  1998  budget  year. 

"Nothing  is  out  of  the  ordinary,"  Jacobs  said.  "Everything  is  in 
compliance."  Salway  signed  an  order  Sunday  suspending  Jacobs  and  giving 
tribal  employees  leave  that  could  last  a week  or  more.  Salway  suspended 
lacobs  in  October  for  allegedly  mismanaging  tribal  funds,  but  a tribal 
judge  later  reinstated  the  treasurer. 

lacobs'  supporters  on  the  council  Monday  adopted  resolutions  encouraging 
a tribal  judge  to  hold  Salway  in  contempt  for  violating  previous  court 
orders  that  said  Salway  did  not  have  the  authority  to  fire  lacobs. 

lacobs  said  the  council  recently  has  had  to  take  unpopular  actions 
because  tribal  government  is  running  a deficit. 

Meanwhile,  federal  agents  took  paper  files  and  computer  records  from  the 
Oglala  Sioux  Housing  Authority  office  Sunday. 

Ten  agents  from  the  office  of  inspector  general  of  the  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  with  help  from  one  FBI  agent  and  other 
support  personnel,  used  a search  warrant,  U.S.  Attorney  Ted  McBride  said. 
McBride  said  the  warrant  is  related  to  an  investigation  of  the 
administration  of  programs  funded  by  HUD.  He  would  not  comment  on  what  led 
to  the  investigation  or  the  search  warrant,  what  the  agents  were  looking 
for  or  how  long  they  would  be  in  Pine  Ridge. 

Vukelich  said  the  FBI  cannot  discuss  the  specific  allegations  that  led 
to  the  seizure  of  the  tribal  housing  records. 

Eileen  lanis,  a spokeswoman  for  Salway,  said  some  tribal  members  want  an 
audit  of  the  Housing  Authority  because  of  concerns  that  funds  were  being 
mismanaged . 

This  is  not  the  first  time  the  council's  feuding  has  spilled  into  public. 
In  September  1999,  the  tribal  council  sent  about  30  people  on  Salway 's 
staff  home  without  pay  while  the  president  was  out  of  the  state. 

This  report  includes  material  from  the  Associated  Press. 
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Pine  Ridge  Nurtures  Seeds  of  Hope 
BY  DAVID  HENDEE 
WORLD-HERALD  STAFF  WRITER 

Pine  Ridge,  S.D.  - Moccasins,  fishhooks  and  arrows. 

At  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Food  Bank,  director  Myrna  Young  Bear  fills 
bags  of  navy  beans.  She  says  her  people  want  to  break  out  of  the  circle  of 
poverty  and  become  self-sufficient. 

These  once  held  the  promise  of  the  future  for  Oglala  Sioux  people  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation.  Then  something  went  wrong. 

Moccasin  maker.  Fishhook  factory.  Arrow  assembler.  Each  is  long  closed 
and  a reminder  of  jobs  gone  and  opportunity  missed. 

Myrna  Young  Bear  wonders  why. 

She  wonders  during  the  five  days  a week  she  manages  the  storage  and 
distribution  of  tons  of  groceries  at  the  Food  Bank  to  feed  thousands  of 
the  tribe's  poor  and  hungry. 

She  wonders  at  night  at  her  kitchen  table  as  she  studies  this  question 
for  a master's  degree  in  Lakota  leadership,  hoping  her  studious  example 
will  rub  off  on  two  teen-age  grandsons  who  show  little  enthusiasm  for 
school . 

Her  question,  however,  is  more  than  an  academic  exercise. 

There  is  hope  among  the  Oglala  people  since  President  Clinton  came  here 
in  Duly  with  a promise  of  a new  era  of  education,  jobs  and  housing  - an 
era  built  on  luring  private  companies  with  tax  incentives  and  loan 


guarantees  to  set  up  shop  on  the  reservation. 

But  across  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  and  elsewhere,  there  is  skepticism 
that  the  Clinton  approach  will  work  without  first  attacking  the  culture  of 
alcohol  and  dependency. 

Whatever  the  solution.  Young  Bear  said,  her  people  want  to  break  out  of 
the  circle  of  poverty. 

"Our  people  want  to  be  self-sufficient,"  she  said. 

They  have  a long  way  to  go. 

Shannon  County  (which  makes  up  much  of  the  reservation)  is  the  poorest 
county  in  the  nation.  Most  of  its  people  live  below  the  poverty  line  and 
life  expectancy  is  a mere  45  years. 

Although  plagued  with  poverty,  roughly  23,000  people  live  on  a land  rich 
in  beauty  and  history.  Steep  sandstone  canyons  cut  deeply  into  rolling 
hills  carpeted  with  waves  of  prairie  grass  and  ponderosa  pines.  The  land 
has  changed  little  in  the  110  years  since  the  Oglala  Sioux  were  confined 
to  this  corner  of  the  northern  Plains. 

The  village  of  Pine  Ridge  is  a capital  city  busy  with  the  business  of 
government . 

A two-stoplight  town.  Pine  Ridge's  main  streets  are  a constant  stop-and- 
go  flow  of  cars  carrying  people  to  and  from  the  offices  of  tribal 
bureaucrats  and  U.S.  Indian  agents.  To  get  a job  with  the  tribal 
government  - to  "work  in  the  circle"  as  it's  called  - is  a coup  because 
there  are  few  private-sector  businesses  on  the  reservation.  The  tribe's 
unemployment  and  alcoholism  rates  hover  around  75  percent. 

People  mill  about  Pine  Ridge's  tribal  headquarters  - a no-frills, 
western-style  building  of  concrete  block,  timber  and  glass  - and  wander 
freely  into  President  Harold  Salway's  office  with  problems  big  and  small. 
In  the  lobby,  the  lone  switchboard  operator  answers  up  to  2,200  calls  a 
day,  recording  each  with  a slash  mark  in  a notebook. 

Everywhere  in  town  people  wait.  They  fill  chairs  in  lobbies  from  the 
hospital  to  the  housing  authority.  They  line  up  daily  at  the  warehouse 
where  the  U.S.  Agriculture  Department's  surplus  food  is  distributed  to 
nearly  6,000  people  each  month.  Groups  of  three  or  four  talk  on  the  tree- 
shaded  porches  of  old  houses  used  for  drug  and  alcohol  rehabilitation 
programs . 

Perched  between  the  steepled  Sacred  Heart  Catholic  Church  and  the  tribal 
police  office.  Big  Bat's  Texaco  bustles  with  travelers  and  locals  filling 
gas  tanks,  eating  buffalo  burgers  and  buying  Indian  souvenirs. 

Across  the  street  is  Billy  Mills  Hall,  an  office  center  named  for  the 
tribe's  Olympic  gold-medal  long-distance  runner.  It  has  been  the  weekend 
rallying  point  for  people  walking  to  nearby  Whiteclay,  Neb.,  to  protest 
beer  sales  there  to  American  Indians. 

Up  the  street,  pickup  trucks  idle  in  the  take-out  line  at  Taco  John's. 
Ovens  heat  up  at  the  Pizza  Hut.  Iron  bars  cover  the  windows  of  some  of  the 
few  retail  businesses.  Padlocks  secure  their  steel  doors. 

On  a knoll  east  of  town,  a 6-year-old,  state-of-the-art  hospital 
operated  by  the  U.S.  government  provides  medical  care  at  no  cost  to 
members  of  the  tribe.  The  45-bed  facility  is  usually  less  than  half-full. 

In  one  of  Pine  Ridge's  bleakest  corners,  some  tiny  World  War  II-era 
houses  shelter  extended  families  of  more  than  20  people  each.  Although 
there  is  a shortage  of  4,000  dwellings  on  the  reservation,  the  Oglala 
family  culture  means  few  people  are  truly  homeless.  Malnutrition  is 
widespread,  but  food  stamps  and  donated  food  keep  nearly  all  from  going 
hungry. 

Dwellings  in  this  neighborhood  have  little  more  than  running  water  and 
electricity  - but  some  sport  a television  satellite  dish  the  size  of  a 
pizza  pan  mounted  on  the  eaves.  Broken  toys  and  chunks  of  concrete  clutter 
the  hard-pan  dirt  lots.  Chinese  elms  grow  like  weeds  through  the  broken 
windows  of  abandoned  wheelless  cars. 

Along  the  highway  to  Whiteclay,  a housing  development  with  neat  grass 
yards  and  landscaping  sits  off-limits  behind  an  8-foot,  chain-link  fence 
topped  with  barbed  wire.  Nearby,  a new  cluster  of  modest  ranch-style 
dwellings  - visited  by  Clinton  in  Duly  - is  springing  out  of  the  prairie 
against  a backdrop  of  pine-covered  ridges  across  the  Nebraska  border. 

The  Oglala  Sioux  have  big  plans  for  the  president's  proposal  to 


stimulate  the  reservation  economy.  During  the  next  decade,  they  want  to 
create  1,000  jobs,  make  sure  at  least  90  percent  of  the  families  live  in 
good  housing,  get  at  least  half  the  families  off  welfare  and  train  a 
skilled  work  force. 

Salway,  the  tribal  president,  is  using  Clinton's  initiative  to  jump- 
start  a series  of  projects.  He  was  in  Washington,  D.C.,  last  month  sharing 
ideas  for  business  and  office  parks,  a resort  at  the  tribe's  Prairie  Winds 
Casino,  a cultural-tourism  loop  tour  and  highway  improvements. 

Congress  is  starting  to  fund  Clinton's  program.  The  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  budget  approved  last  week  included  $20 
million  to  stimulate  the  private  investment  of  more  than  $800  million  in 
loans  to  help  businesses  create  jobs  in  inner  cities  and  rural  areas, 
including  the  Pine  Ridge. 

The  reservation  also  is  a federal  empowerment  zone.  That  means  the  area 
could  get  federal  tax  incentives  and  at  least  $2  million  a year  for 
projects  during  the  next  10  years.  HUD  has  $15  million  for  five  rural 
empowerment  zones  this  fiscal  year 

Charles  Trimble,  director  of  the  John  G.  Neihardt  Center  in  Bancroft, 
Neb.,  and  an  Oglala  who  was  born  and  raised  on  the  reservation,  once 
operated  an  economic  development  company  for  tribes  across  the  country. 

His  studies  found  that  what  attracted  private  industry  to  reservations 
were,  among  other  things,  a motivated  and  trained  work  force  - not  tax 
incentives . 

"I  used  to  think,"  Trimble  said,  "that  all  we  had  to  tell  corporations 
was,  'Come  in.  We've  got  natural  resources,  cheap  human  beings  and 
government  subsidies,  lust  exploit  us.  Give  us  jobs. ' " 

That  approach  was  naive  and  doomed  to  fail,  Trimble  said. 

Trimble  said  high  absenteeism  and  200  percent  turnover  among  Indian 
workers  plagued  outside  companies  setting  up  shop  on  many  reservations  in 
past  decades. 

The  high  degree  of  dependency  that  exists  on  the  reservation  is  a 
disincentive  to  work,  Trimble  said. 

"I  hate  to  say  that,"  he  said.  "I'm  a Lakota  and  I really  feel  for  the 
people,  but  these  are  things  that  honestly  need  to  be  changed." 

Elsie  Meeks,  an  Oglala  who  is  director  of  the  Lakota  Fund  and  a member 

of  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission,  said  reservation  residents  aren't 
viewing  the  new  economic  initiative  as  a federal  handout.  Instead,  she 
said,  they  see  it  as  an  opportunity. 

"Poverty  is  the  worst  barrier  we  face,"  Meeks  said.  "It's  such  a way  of 

life  that  getting  people  to  see  past  it  will  be  hard." 

The  Lakota  Fund  helps  Indians  start  small  businesses.  It  has  made  $1.5 
million  in  loans  to  more  than  400  businesses  since  1986.  Many  failed,  but 
many  video  stores,  electricians,  tire  shops  and  restaurants  now  operating 
on  the  reservation  got  their  start  with  $25,000  in  seed  money  from  the 
fund . 

"There's  no  way  for  people  here  to  build  management  experience  and 
manage  their  lives  if  they  don't  have  something  of  their  own  to  manage," 
Meeks  said.  "You  don't  get  that  from  a federal  job." 

Bat  Pourier,  the  reservation's  biggest  private  employer,  said  the  former 
warriors  of  the  Plains  need  to  take  individual  responsibility  and  create  a 
new  identity. 

"The  new  warrior  is  going  to  be  the  warrior  who  gets  up  every  morning 
and  goes  out  to  address  those  things,"  he  said.  "Kids  need  to  see  their 
parents  going  to  work  every  day,  not  on  welfare  every  day." 

Pourier  employs  about  60  Indian  workers  in  Pine  Ridge  at  Big  Bat's 
convenience  store  and  a propane  gas  business. 

Government  money  always  helps  boost  the  bleak  Indian  economy,  Pourier 
said,  but  it  masks  the  reservation's  big  problem:  a cultural  identity 
crisis  that  manifests  itself  in  drug  abuse  and  alcoholism. 

"They  can  pump  all  the  money  they  want  in  here,  and  it'll  fail  miserably 
if  they  don't  address  the  social  problems,  too."  he  said. 

Pourier  said  part  of  the  solution  is  to  build  residential  alcohol  and 
drug  treatment  centers  on  the  reservation.  There  are  now  none. 

"Let's  empower  the  people  who  are  ready,"  Pourier  said,  "and  let's  train 
the  people  who  are  not  ready.  But  even  to  create  a work  force,  we're  going 


to  have  to  treat  a work  force." 

Stephen  Cornell,  director  of  the  Udall  Center  for  Studies  in  Public 
Policy  at  the  University  of  the  Arizona,  said  one  of  the  best  programs  for 
dealing  with  these  problems  is  jobs. 

"I'm  not  convinced  that  a frontal  attack  on  the  social  problems  is 
necessarily  the  best  way  to  deal  with  it,"  he  said. 

Not  that  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse  would  vanish  when  jobs  appear, 

Cornell  said,  but  work  could  cut  into  the  helplessness  and  frustration 
felt  on  the  reservation. 

Cornell  said  most  successful  tribes  are  led  by  a sound  tribal  government. 
Effective  tribal  courts,  a continuous  bureaucracy  and  politically  free 
business  decisions  are  necessities  for  companies  considering  opening 
reservation  operations,  he  said. 

"If  you  can't  keep  (reservation)  politics  out  of  court  decisions, 
investors  aren't  going  to  invest  there  for  the  same  reason  they're 
reluctant  to  invest  in  some  Third  World  country  that  has  a corrupt  or 
politicized  court  system,"  he  said. 

In  the  Pine  Ridge,  the  tribal  president  and  other  four  members  of  the 
executive  council  and  the  17-member  council  are  elected  simultaneously  to 
two-year  terms.  There  are  no  staggered  council  terms. 

The  result  often  is  paralyzed  government  and  massive  turnover  from  one 
administration  to  the  next.  Presidents  are  rarely  re-elected. 

Meanwhile,  pieces  of  Clinton's  program  are  moving  forward.  Houses  are 
being  built  and  computer-maker  Gateway  is  working  with  Oglala  Lakota 
College  on  teaching  data-processing  skills.  The  National  Park  Service  is 
planning  a new  tribal  history  and  cultural  center  at  nearby  Badlands 
National  Park. 

Lynn  Cutler,  an  Iowa  native  who  is  Clinton's  top  adviser  on  American 
Indian  affairs,  said  the  best  opportunity  for  economic  development  for 
tribes  on  the  Plains  will  be  in  information  technology,  such  as  entering 
data  on  computers  and  establishing  toll-free  telemarketing  answering 
centers . 

Robert  Ecoffey,  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Pine 
Ridge,  said  the  reservation  is  ready  to  move  forward.  Oglala  Lakota 
College,  for  example,  graduates  100  to  140  students  each  year  ready  for 
the  job  market.  Most  leave  the  reservation  to  find  jobs. 

Cash  leaves  the  reservation,  too.  Ecoffey  estimated  that  up  to  90 
percent  of  the  Oglala  people's  money  is  spent  off  the  Pine  Ridge  because 
there  is  little  to  keep  it  there.  Without  dollars  turning  over  on  the 
reservation,  he  said,  there  are  few  opportunities  to  create  jobs. 

Ecoffey  ticked  off  the  businesses  missing  from  the  nation's  second- 
largest  reservation.  There  is  no  bank  or  movie  theater.  No  place  to  buy 
clothing,  furniture  or  appliances.  Nor  is  there  a place  to  play  golf  - a 
popular  sport  among  the  Oglala. 

"None,"  Ecoffey  said. 

As  a result,  reservation  residents  travel  a half  hour  or  so  to  Nebraska 
border  towns  or  130  miles  to  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  for  shopping,  entertainment 
and  recreation. 

"It's  a drain  on  our  economy,"  Ecoffey  said. 

Doe  Blue  Horse,  director  of  the  USDA  food  program  in  Pine  Ridge,  is 
optimistic  that  the  president's  plans  will  work  on  the  reservation. 

"We  couldn't  expect  a Ford  assembly  plant  to  go  in  here,"  he  said,  "but 
people  just  want  steady  jobs." 

Virgil  Plenty  Bull,  a 51-year-old  former  tribal  highway  patrolman  from 
Porcupine,  and  his  wife,  Amy,  sell  Indian  art  and  crafts  to  make  a living. 

Working  out  of  their  home,  the  Plenty  Bulls  make  beaded  belt  buckles, 
star  quilts  and  bolo  ties  to  sell  from  Montana  to  New  Mexico.  Area  high 
school  principals  often  order  items  as  gifts  for  graduates. 

Amy  makes  four  or  five  beaded  belt  buckles  a day  or  seven  to  10  star 
quilts  a week.  Virgil  produces  up  to  seven  bolo  ties  a day.  The  buckles 
sell  for  up  to  $60  each,  the  bolo  ties  for  $40  and  the  quilts  for  $200  or 
more. 

"You  just  do  what  you  can,"  he  said. 
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Poncas  watch  takeover 
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01/19/2000 

Don  Patterson  can  understand  why  a group  of  Oglala  Sioux  in  South  Dakota 
took  over  the  tribal  headquarters  this  week.  It  wasn't  that  long  ago  that 
his  Tonkawa  tribe  in  Oklahoma  went  through  its  own  series  of  takeovers. 
Failure  of  tribal  leaders  to  give  answers  and  confusing  federal  guidelines 
often  leave  members  with  no  choice  but  to  take  drastic  action  to  draw 
attention  to  their  problems,  Patterson,  chairman  of  the  Tonkawa 's  governing 
business  committee,  said  Tuesday. 

"Indians  are  reaching  the  point  where  they're  not  going  to  sit  still  and 
let  corruption  go  on  in  their  tribal  government,"  Patterson  said. 

The  Tonkawas  went  through  a lengthy  court  battle  and  two  takeovers  at 
their  headquarters  near  Tonkawa  five  years  ago.  The  tribe  has  stabilized 
under  Patterson's  leadership  the  past  three  years. 

No  one  has  been  hurt  so  far  in  the  Ogala  Sioux  dispute  in  Pine  Ridge, 

S.D.  An  estimated  200  members  who  believe  their  tribal  leaders  have 
misappropriated  millions  of  dollars  from  the  poverty-stricken  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  reservation  on  Tuesday  gave  the  FBI  boxes  of  tribal  financial 
records . 

They  called  for  federal  authorities  to  help  unravel  allegations  of 
widespread  corruption  within  the  Oglala  government.  They  occupied  the 
government  building  and  refused  to  let  the  tribal  treasurer  and  17  tribal 
council  members  into  their  offices. 

Most  of  the  tribe's  12,100  members  live  on  the  reservation,  one  of  the 
nation's  poorest  areas. 

Oklahoma's  Ponca  tribe,  which  had  a one-man,  armed  takeover  of  its  offices 
near  Ponca  City  12  years  ago,  eliminated  much  internal  disagreement  by 
switching  last  year  to  practice  self-  governance.  That  means  the  tribe, 
made  up  of  2,500  people,  deals  directly  with  the  U.S.  Interior  Department 
instead  of  with  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  agency  office  in  Pawnee. 

"In  the  eyes  of  a lot  of  tribal  members,  when  you  go  self-governance, 
it's  putting  more  responsibility  into  the  hands  of  your  government  and  to 
delivering  the  services  that  the  BIA  has  traditionally  done, " said  Bennett 
Arkeketa,  chairman  of  the  Ponca  tribe's  business  committee. 
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By  Donna  R.  Bassett  and  Edward  W.  Bassett--BOSTON  Dec.  10  (UPI)  - The  New 
Hampshire  presidential  primary  coincides  with  the  next  forced  relocation  of 
American  Indians  while  U.S.  troops  continue  to  block  ethnic  cleansing  in 
Kosovo,  and  the  world's  largest  coal  company  prepares  to  expand  its  strip 
mining  of  American  Indian  lands,  according  to  published  government 
documents  and  leading  authorities. 

Two  presidential  candidates.  Democratic  Vice  President  A1  Gore  and 


Republican  Sen.  John  McCain,  have  stakes  in  the  ethnic  cleansing  and  strip 
mining  issues.  Spokespeople  for  both  have  declined  to  comment  on  the 
forcible  relocation  of  Navajos  or  say  if  their  candidates  have  accepted 
campaign  contributions  from  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  which  calls  itself  the 
world's  largest  coal  company  and  is  already  strip  mining  the  Indian  lands 
in  northern  Arizona. 

McCain,  the  Arizona  senator  and  chairman  of  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs 
Committee  who  sponsored  the  1996  Navajo-Hopi  Relocation  Act  (Public  Law 
104-301),  urged  the  use  of  force  to  stop  ethnic  cleansing  in  Kosovo.  Gore, 
the  leading  Democratic  candidate,  has  written  a book,  "Earth  In  The 
Balance:  Ecology  And  The  Human  Spirit."  Gore  wrote  that  "Native  American 
religions  . . . offer  a rich  tapestry  of  ideas  about  our  relationship  to  the 
earth"  in  his  chapter  on  "Environmentalism  of  the  Spirit."  McCain's 
election  campaign  Internet  page  says,  "we  have  a profound  duty  to  be 
responsible  stewards  of  the  natural  treasures  that  sustain  us."  He  says 
that  "to  waste,  to  destroy,  our  natural  resources,  to  skin  and  exhaust  the 
land  ...  will  result  in  undermining  (in)the  days  of  our  children." 

On  Feb.  1,  the  day  of  the  New  Hampshire  primary,  "321  households" 
(approximately  1,200  people)  are  scheduled  to  begin  forcible  relocation, 
according  to  an  Oct.  1,  1999,  report  by  the  U.S.  Office  of  Navajo-Hopi 
Indian  Relocation  (ONHIR),  an  executive  commission  that  reports  directly  to 
President  Clinton.  Already,  some  15,000  Navajo  Indians  have  been  forcibly 
relocated . 

Asked  if  President  Clinton  could  call  a temporary  halt  to  the  relocations 
Paul  Tessler,  the  legal  counsel  to  the  ONHIR  commission  said,  "I  presume 
the  president  could  direct  us  to  do  something  or  not  to  do  something." 

Because  of  the  destructive  impact  of  involuntary  relocation  on  people  who 
have  strong  religious  and  cultural  ties  to  the  land,  "this  is  a case  of 
ethnic  cleansing,"  according  to  California  Institute  of  Technology 
anthropologist  Thayer  Scudder,  who  has  testified  before  Congress  on  the 
Navajo  situation  and  has  been  recognized  by  leading  international 
anthropological  organizations  for  his  40  years  of  work  in  this  area.  "It's 
not  intentional  ethnic  cleansing,"  he  said.  "It  is  due,  primarily,  to  the 
ignorance,  insensitivity,  and  arrogance  in  all  three  branches  of  the  U.S. 
government,"  going  back  to  1848  when  the  U.S.  government  first  took  control 
over  the  lands  now  used  for  Indian  reservations. 

Unlike  the  phenomena  in  Kosovo,  there  have  been  no  mass  executions  that 
grabbed  international  headlines.  But  a much  larger  part  of  the  Kosovo 
situation  were  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  forced  off  of  their 
land.  "Can  you  imagine,"  Scudder  asked,  "any  circumstances  where  15,000 
(white)  Americans  living  on  Indian  land  would  be  forcibly  relocated?  Can 
you  imagine  any  circumstances  where  15,000  rural  black  Americans"  would  be 
forcibly  relocated?" 

"The  Japanese  relocation  1942  was  larger,"  he  noted,  "but  this  is  the 
largest  forced  relocation  in  the  United  States,  in  a rural  area,  since  the 
Japanese  war  relocation.  And  it  is  just  as  unethical  and  just  as  much 
ethnic  cleansing." 

Noting  that  the  relocation  costs  are  now  "over  $350  million,"  and  will 
probably  escalate  "to  over  $400  million,"  Scudder  said,  "imagine  how  that 
(money)  could  have  been  used  for  the  joint  development  of  Hopi  and  Navajo 
Indians . " 

Furthermore,  a tangled  set  of  laws  now  lets  the  U.S.  Interior  Department' 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  impound  Navajo  Indian  sheep  and  arrest 
Navajos  for  simply  repairing  their  homes.  These  laws  also  allow  the 
government  to  bulldoze  those  repaired  homes. 

Although  U.S.  law  has  established  that  American  Indians  are  citizens  and 
have  the  right  to  vote,  a 1974  U.S.  Appeals  Court  ruling  (Healing  v.  Jones) 
said  that  Hopis  and  Navajos  "only  have  rights  through  their  tribe,"  and  not 
as  individuals,  according  to  former  ONHIR  Executive  Director  Leon  Berger. 

Instead  of  individuals  owning  property  on  Navajo  and  Hopi  lands,  the  two 
tribal  councils  have  the  authority  to  lease  lands  on  behalf  of  tribe 
members.  Therefore,  both  tribal  councils  began  to  profit  from  mining  leases 
after  an  estimated  $10  billion  in  coal  deposits  was  discovered  in  the  area 
during  the  1950s. 

Peabody  Coal  now  is  "in  a beautiful  position  because  the  government"  is 


relocating  the  Indians,  said  Berger,  who  resigned  from  the  NHIR  because  he 
felt  "the  commission  did  not  work  hard  enough  to  achieve  a compromise  that 
the  law  made  possible."  Scudder  noted,  "it's  much  easier  to  mine  land  where 
there  are  no  people." 

--  Carol  S.  Halberstadt,  Migrations  (carol@migrations.com) 

Native  American  art  and  crafts 
http : //www. migrations . com 

"A  generation  goes,  and  a generation  comes,  and  the  earth  abides  forever." 

(Ecclesiastes  1:4) 

"...then  weave  for  us  a garment  of  brightness, 
that  we  may  walk  fittingly  where  birds  sing..." 

(from  a Tewa  prayer) 

"Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the  heavens  and  look  on  the  earth  beneath, 
for  the  heavens  will  vanish  like  smoke  and  the  earth  wear  away 
like  a garment..."  (Isaiah  51:6) 
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Big  Mountain:  'Never  surrender' 

Navajo,  Flopi  and  feds  announce  no  forced  removal  on  Feb.  1 
By  Brenda  Norrell 
Today  staff 

BIG  MOUNTAIN  - Navajos  resisting  relocation  are  preparing  for  a Pipe 
ceremony  and  testimony  before  a delegation  from  European  Parliaments.  The 
meeting  will  take  place  at  Camp  Anna  Mae  on  Big  Mountain  just  a week 
before  a federal  Feb.  1 deadline  for  the  Flopi  Tribe  to  take  control  of 
Navajo  approaches. 

Vowing  to  resist  removal,  Louise  Benally  said  the  sacredness  of  Big 
Mountain  will  outlast  puppet  tribal  governments  and  the  greed  of 
corporations  seeking  to  seize  the  coal-rich  land. 

"If  borders  can  be  redrawn  in  war  zones  in  the  Middle  East  they  can 
redraw  them  here.  Big  Mountain  is  a sacred  site  regardless  of  all  the 
politics.  We  are  going  to  honor  this  sacred  site."." 

With  fears  of  violence  in  Arizona,  federal  and  tribal  officials  released 
a joint  statement  saying  Navajos  would  not  be  forcibly  removed  Feb.  1. 

Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Joseph  Lodge  in  Phoenix  said  the  Flopi  Tribe 
agreed  to  allow  federal  courts  to  rule  on  evictions,  rather  than  evict 
Navajos  on  that  day  through  Flopi  Tribal  Courts. 

Navajo  President  Kelsey  Begaye  said  he  has  been  assured  that  U.S. 
marshals  will  not  evict  Navajos  on  that  date. 

"There  is  still  the  threat  of  federal  eviction  and  it  still  remains  real, 
" President  Begaye  said.  "It  is  likely  that  legal  processes  will  begin 
(Feb.  1)." 

Mellor  C.  Willie,  spokesman  for  President  Begaye,  said  the  Flopi  Tribe 
released  a statement  saying  threats  have  been  made,  and  the  Navajo  Nation 


created  an  emergency  response  plan. 

Hopi  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  Dr.,  who  signed  the  joint  statement  with  the 
Navajo  Nation  and  U.S.  Attorney's  Office,  was  unavailable  for  further 
comment . 

Benally  said  she  does  not  believe  anything  that  tribal  or  federal 
officials  say.  "I  would  not  trust  them  because  they  have  lied  to  us  so 
many  times.  We  do  not  have  any  faith  in  them  anymore." 

In  1978  Indian  spiritual  leaders  on  the  Longest  Walk  smoked  the  Sacred 
Pipe  and  prayed  together  for  world  peace  when  they  reached  Washington,  D.C 
Benally  believes  he  time  has  come  to  act  on  that  promise. 

"The  agreement  was  made  to  honor  Mother  Earth.  We  all  have  this  in 
common  - the  buffalo,  tobacco  and  sweat  lodge.  We  have  held  the  Lakota  Sun 
Dance  because  of  Mother  Earth  and  the  hardship  of  humankind." 

At  Big  Mountain,  elders  say  their  lives  are  a part  of  the  land  and  the 
natural  forces  of  the  changing  seasons,  of  birth,  growth  and  life.  To 
leave  the  land  is  to  die. 

Benally  said  the  Feb.  1 deadline  will  be  approached  like  any  other  day  - 
with  prayer  and  thanksgiving  - by  those  who  have  refused  to  sign  75-year 
lease  agreements  with  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

"We  will  live  in  our  hogans  in  a humble  way,  regardless  of  the  terrorism 
against  us.  The  sun  will  come  up  and  we  will  give  thanks  for  the  next  day 
and  the  generations  to  come." 

Meanwhile,  Navajo  and  Hopi  tribal  leaders  have  been  meeting  monthly  on  a 
peaceful  resolution  to  the  immediate  situation. 

President  Begaye  said  his  "administration  continues  full  support  for 
their  right  to  live  on  their  ancestral  land  and  to  practice  their  religion 

Following  meetings  with  Hopi  Chairman  Taylor,  the  Navajo  chairman  said, 
"We  have  learned  that  if  our  two  great  Indian  Nations  cannot  reach 
agreement,  we  end  up  in  a political  stalemate  which  hurts  both  our  people 
and  only  benefits  outsiders." 

But,  Benally  said  it  is  too  little  too  late  and  tribal  officials  do  not 
live  out  on  the  land. 

"We  did  not  create  this  mess.  It  is  not  our  deadline.  The  sun  will 
still  rise  and  we  will  still  have  our  lives.  We  will  humbly  live  in  our 
hogans  and  give  thanks  for  the  next  day  and  generations  to  come." 

Pointing  out  that  coal  and  water  are  depleted  from  Navajo  lands  for 
electricity  while  Navajo  live  without  running  water  or  electricity, 

Benally  said  renewable  sources  of  energy  must  be  sought.  Fossil  fuels  must 
be  replaced  with  alternative  energy  sources. 

"There  is  no  guarantee  that  everything  will  be  here  forever  to  abuse  and 
develop  toxic  waste.  In  the  new  millennium,  the  world  needs  to  bring  this 
into  balance." 

Living  with  little  food  and  firewood  and  constant  livestock  impoundments 
down  roads  deeply-rutted  in  bad  weather,  Benally  and  the  elders  at 
Mountain  remain  a voice  of  hope. 

"Only  hardship  and  punishment  have  resulted  from  these  federal  laws.  We 
are  still  appealing  to  the  world,"  Benally  said.  "The  United  States  has 
forgotten  about  our  human  rights,  but  the  international  community  still 
cares . 

"As  long  as  we  know  the  truth,  we  will  always  win." 
c.2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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Around  the  Valley 
By  The  Arizona  Republic 
Dan.  13,  2000 
FORT  MCDOWELL  RESERVATION 

Tribe's  voters  re-elect  longtime  leader  Pattea 

Clinton  Pattea,  longtime  leader  of  the  Fort  McDowell  Mohave-Apache  Indian 
Community,  was  re-elected  president  Tuesday,  defeating  Bernadine  Boyd. 

Pattea  edged  past  Boyd,  119  to  96  votes  in  the  five-candidate  field.  Linder 
the  800-member  tribe's  new  constitution,  the  president  is  elected  by  voters, 
instead  of  by  fellow  council  members  as  in  the  past. 

The  constitution  also  boosts  council  terms  to  four  years  from  one.  Robin 
Russell  was  elected  vice  president. 

Other  council  members  are  Gwen  Bahe,  Benedict 
Smith,  Rozelda  Duenas  and  Larry  Doka. 

Copyright  2000,  Arizona  Central 
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Company  Press  Release 

SOURCE:  First  Union  Corporation 

First  Union  Commits  $5.3  Million  to  Finance  Affordable 
Housing  Project  For  Catawba  Indian  Nation 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.,  Dan.  20  /PRNewswire/  --  First  Union  Corporation  (NYSE: 

FTU  - news)  and  Iswa  Development  Corporation  announced  today  the  creation 
of  an  innovative  $5.3  million  financing  partnership  to  build  120  units  of 
affordable  housing  to  benefit  Catawba  Indian  Nation  families  in  the  Rock 
Hill,  S.C.,  area. 

This  agreement  is  one  of  the  first  public-private  financing  partnerships 
in  the  country  to  be  submitted  as  part  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development's  (HUD)  Title  VI  Loan  Guarantee  Demonstration 
Program  of  the  Native  American  Housing  Assistance  and  Self-Determination 
Act  (NAHASDA)  of  1996. 

First  Union's  $5.3  million  community  development  loan  will  help  launch 
Phase  I construction  for  the  residential  community  to  be  called  Green 
Earth,  which  will  ultimately  include  four  phases  of  single  and  multi- 
family housing,  office  and  retail  space,  social  services  facilities  and 
recreational  areas.  Green  Earth  will  be  located  at  the  end  of  Sturgis  Road 
in  York  County,  just  outside  of  Rock  Hill.  The  total  estimated  project 
cost  is  $10.8  million. 

"Affordable  housing  is  the  cornerstone  of  First  Union's  community 
development  efforts,  and  this  project  is  a perfect  example  of  our  creative 
financial  solutions,"  said  Mac  Everett,  president  of  First  Union's  Mid- 
Atlantic  Bank.  "We  are  pleased  that  our  Community  Development  Lending  Unit 
could  build  a partnership  with  Iswa  Development  Corporation  and  HUD  to 
help  Catawba  Nation  families  gain  access  to  high-quality,  affordable 
housing. " 

With  a combination  of  HUD  grant  funds  and  financing  from  First  Union, 

Iswa  Development  Corporation  will  develop  120  housing  units  in  Phase  I 
including  65  single-family  homes,  25  cottage-type  units  and  30  apartments. 


Most  of  the  units  will  be  offered  for  rent  with  a possible  option  to 
purchase  later. 

"We  appreciate  the  genuine  concern  First  Union  has  shown  in  assisting  us 
to  address  the  housing  needs  of  the  Catawba  people/'  said  Gilbert  Blue, 
Chief  of  the  Catawba  Nation.  "We  feel  really  blessed  that  this  financial 
commitment  will  allow  us  to  assist  more  families  in  a shorter  period  of 
time. " 

"I  was  impressed  with  First  Union  because  they  were  up  front  with  us 
from  the  start/'  said  Carson  Blue,  chairman  of  Iswa  Development 
Corporation.  "With  their  financial  assistance,  many  families  will  be 
provided  housing  opportunities  which  would  not  be  available  otherwise." 

The  HUD  NAHASDA  Title  VI  Program  is  designed  to  provide  tribes  and 
Tribally  Designated  Housing  Entities  the  ability  to  establish  model 
programs  that  develop  affordable  housing  and  increase  access  to  capital 
for  further  economic  growth. 

Iswa  plans  to  construct  the  community  in  a way  that  will  minimize  the 
project's  impact  on  the  environment,  reflecting  Native  American 
communities'  reverence  for  nature.  The  community  will  be  built  using 
sustainable  development  techniques,  and  these  plans  will  help  protect  the 
Catawba  River  and  limit  the  impact  of  construction  on  area  water  quality. 

In  addition,  homes  will  be  designed  to  be  energy  efficient  in  order  to 
obtain  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency's  Energy  Star  rating. 

"One  of  our  primary  goals  is  to  form  a partnership  between  Iswa,  the 
federal  government  and  the  private  sector  to  develop  a community  that  is 
designed  to  have  a minimal  impact  on  the  natural  environment  while 
providing  quality  affordable  housing,"  said  Richard  Rice,  director  of  Iswa 
Development  Corporation.  "Our  relationship  with  First  Union  will  help  us 
achieve  this  goal." 

"This  initiative  is  a source  of  great  personal  pride  for  First  Union's 
Community  Development  Lending  team  and  an  excellent  example  of  what  we  can 
do  for  other  communities  as  well,"  said  Rusty  Mills,  senior  relationship 
manager  in  First  Union's  Community  Development  Lending  Unit.  "We  focus  on 
finding  innovative  yet  profitable  ways  to  promote  affordable  housing, 
enhance  social  services  and  drive  economic  growth  in  communities  that  need 
it  most." 

Construction  of  the  housing  units  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  February. 

Iswa  Development  Corporation  is  the  community  development  arm  of  the 
Catawba  Indian  Nation  and  is  responsible  for  administering  the  tribe's 
housing  programs  that  are  funded  by  the  HUD  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

The  nation's  sixth  largest  bank  holding  company.  First  Union  Corporation 
is  a leading  provider  of  financial  services  to  more  than  16  million 
customers  throughout  the  East  Coast  and  nation.  The  company  has  full- 
-service  offices  in  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia,  Maryland,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee, 
Virginia  and  Washington,  D.C. 

SOURCE:  First  Union  Corporation 
http://wolfseeker.com 

http: //www. insidetheweb.com/mbs . cgi/mb629759 
http: //www. sunlink.net/~wlfskr 

"RE : Cayuga  Indian  Nation  Land  Claim"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Jan  2000  13:19:25  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Jury  selection  moves  into  second  day  for  historic  trial 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Jury  selection  moves  into  second  day  for  historic  trial 
The  Associated  Press 
1/19/00  1:40  PM 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  --  Jury  selection  continued  Wednesday  for  the  damages 
trial  in  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  land  claim. 

No  jurors  were  selected  during  the  first  day  of  the  process  on  Tuesday 


when  45  prospective  jurors  were  summoned  to  U.S.  District  Court.  Judge 
Neal  McCurn  and  a cadre  of  lawyers  continued  questioning  potential  jurors 
in  private  Wednesday  as  they  sought  to  fill  the  nine-member  panel  that 
will  decide  how  much  the  Cayugas  should  be  compensated  for  more  than  64, 

000  acres  of  lost  ancestral  lands  in  Cayuga  and  Seneca  counties. 

The  Cayugas  claimed  in  a 1980  lawsuit  that  the  land  was  wrongfully 
acquired  by  the  state,  which  failed  to  obey  a 1790  federal  law  requiring 
the  federal  government  to  approve  all  land  treaties.  Based  on  a 1985  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruling,  McCurn  upheld  the  Cayugas'  claim  in  1994. 

The  trial  is  to  determine  only  damages,  a caution  McCurn  delivered  to 
the  potential  jurors.  The  trial  is  important  because  it  is  the  first  New 
York  land  claim  case  to  get  to  the  final  award  stage. 

A state  appraiser  will  testify  that  the  Cayuga  claim  is  worth  $25 
million  to  $40  million  and  the  land's  rental  value  no  more  than  $6  million. 
The  federal  government's  appraiser  will  testify  the  land's  current  market 
value  is  $264.7  million  and  its  rental  value  $70.4  million.  The  jury  is 
not  bound  by  their  testimony  and  can  pick  any  amount  it  chooses. 

In  a related  ruling  Tuesday,  McCurn  decided  that  the  state's  expert 
historian  cannot  testify.  State  lawyers  had  wanted  professor  Alexander  von 
Gernet  of  the  University  of  Toronto  to  testify  on  the  historical  context 
and  relations  between  the  state  and  Native  American  tribes  at  the  time  of 
the  treaties. 

The  Cayugas  once  inhabited  3 million  acres  of  upstate  New  York.  Today, 
they  are  a landless  tribe  in  New  York,  although  about  500  live  in  western 
New  York  in  and  around  the  Seneca's  Cattaraugus  Reservation.  Other 
Cayugas  live  in  Canada  and  Oklahoma. 

Copyright  1999  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Tax  fight  will  raise  jurisdictional  issues 
By  Paul  Barnsley 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
OCHAPOWACE,  Sask. 

The  question  of  whether  Canada  followed  the  rule  of  law  in  dealing  with 
the  acquisition  of  Native  land  could  be  addressed  next  October  when  the 
parties  in  R.  v.  Ochapowace  Band  and  others  return  to  Saskatchewan 
provincial  court. 

Chief  Denton  George  of  the  Ochapowace  First  Nation  (located  about  a two- 
hour  drive  east  of  Regina)  and  his  council  are  preparing  to  take  on  the 
government  of  Canada  over  the  spirit  and  intent  of  Treaty  4.  If  they're 
successful,  the  results  of  the  court  case  could  re-define  the  question  of 
jurisdiction  for  every  other  band  in  the  country. 

Ochapowace  has  been  battling  with  Revenue  Canada  officials  since  1991. 
Revenue  Canada  wants  the  band  to  collect  GST  at  its  ski  resort;  the  band 
says  it  doesn't  have  to. 

"I  don't  plan  on  losing. Even  if  we  do  lose,  we  still  don't  plan  to  collect 
GST.  Even  if  I have  to  go  to  jail." 

Chief  Denton  George 

In  the  months  remaining  before  they  return  to  court.  Chief  George  and 
his  council  are  preparing  to  explore  the  wording  and  the  intent  of  Treaty 
4 as  explained  through  the  oral  history  provided  by  the  Elders  of  the 
region.  George  attended  a conference  on  Indigenous  international  issues  in 
Regina  on  Dec.  15  and  16,  sitting  quietly  throughout  the  two  days  of 
discussions,  looking  for  new  ideas  and  developments  in  international  law 
that  will  help  his  council's  court  fight. 

The  fight  is  based  on  allegations  that  Canada  has  wrongfully  tried  to 
turn  international,  nation-to-nation  treaties  into  domestic  agreements 


that  exist  at  the  whim  of  the  Canadian  government.  George  said  that  it  was 
clearly  not  the  intent  of  the  treaty  and  he  believes  he  has  the  ammunition 
to  prove  it. 

Twenty-five  thousand  people  make  use  of  the  Ochapowace  Ski  Resort  each 
year.  Built  on  reserve  land  along  the  Qu'Appelle  River,  the  longest  run  is 
more  than  a kilometre  in  length. 

The  band  was  charged  in  late  1998  with  failing  to  collect  and  remit  GST 
on  goods  and  services  provided  at  the  on-reserve  resort.  A flurry  of 
complex  motions  and  counter-motions  erupted  in  January  1999  when 
controversial  lawyer.  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  began  advising  the  band.  A counter- 
claim was  filed  in  Regina  provincial  court  that  challenged  the  federal 
government's  jurisdiction  to  collect  taxes  or  force  the  band  to  collect 
and  remit  taxes.  Clark,  who  gained  national  attention  while  acting  for  the 
Native  protesters  during  the  Gustafsen  Lake  confrontation  in  1995,  owed 
professional  fees  to  the  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada  (Ontario)  and  was  not 
in  good  standing.  He  was  adopted  as  an  member  of  the  Ochapowace  community 
so  he  could  act  in  court  on  the  band's  behalf  as  a layman  and  not  as  a 
member  of  the  bar.  Even  though  the  Saskatchewan  court  decided  not  to  hear 
him,  most  of  the  crucial  court  papers  filed  by  the  band  are  clearly  his 
work. 

The  lawyer  who  has  spent  most  of  his  professional  life  pursuing  the 
argument  that  the  rule  of  law  requires  that  disputes  between  the  Crown  and 
Indigenous  nations  cannot  be  heard  in  a domestic  court  because  the  court 
is  in  a conflict  of  interest,  was  recently  disbarred  in  Ontario.  He  claims, 
in  his  recently  released  book,  Justice  in  Paradise,  that  his  disbarrment 
was  prompted  by  his  insistence  on  showing  courts  they  were  perpetuating 
colonialism  and  genocide  against  sovereign  Indigenous  nations  by  not 
excusing  themselves  and  sending  such  disputes  to  an  impartial  third  party 
tribunal . 

Clark  is  no  longer  acting  for  the  band  and  is  currently  working  on  a 
land  claim  for  the  New  York  state  Mohegan  Indians  which  involves  the 
island  in  the  Hudson  River  on  which  the  Statue  of  Liberty  stands.  George, 
unlike  many  band  council  chiefs  who  have  severed  relations  with  the 
colorful  lawyer,  had  good  things  to  say  about  his  former  legal  advisor. 

"Everything  that  Bruce  Clark  talks  about  re-enforces  our  beliefs  that 
we're  a nation  and  Canada  can't  impose  its  laws  on  us,"  George  said. 

From  the  time  the  first  GST  assessment  was  received  in  1991  until  the 
charges  were  filed  in  1998,  the  chief  and  council  had  ignored  assessment 
notices  from  Revenue  Canada  officials,  maintaining  that  they  had  no 
jurisdiction  on  Ochapowace  territory. 

"Every  time  we  got  a bill  from  them,  I'd  just  throw  it  in  the  garbage. 

We  really  didn't  challenge  it,"  Chief  George  told  Windspeaker  on  Dec.  16. 
"Originally,  we  told  them  we'd  collect  GST  if  we're  allowed  to  keep  10  per 
cent  for  an  administration  fee." 

That,  as  far  as  the  chief  and  council  were  concerned,  would  have  been  an 
arrangement  that  respected  the  band's  jurisdiction.  When  charges  were 
filed  last  year,  George  was  advised  that  answering  the  charges  in  court 
would  be  admitting  that  Canada  had  jurisdiction  over  his  people  and  his 
territory . 

"I'd  thought  about  not  going  to  court,"  George  said,  "but  we've  decided 
to  try  and  prove  to  the  court  that  they  don't  have  jurisdiction." 

He  appeared  in  court  in  response  to  the  charges  but  refused  to  enter  a 
plea,  an  action  which  would  have  recognized  the  court  and  been  completely 
opposite  to  the  legal  position  he  will  rely  on.  The  judge  entered  a not 
guilty  plea  on  his  behalf. 

Chief  George  said  he  will  seek  out  Elders  who  can  testify  about  the 
culture  of  his  people  and  about  their  understanding  of  the  intent  of  the 
treaty.  He  said  his  council  plans  on  rehearsing  the  court  presentation 
this  summer.  He  also  expressed  an  interest  in  asking  special  United 
Nations  rapporteur.  Dr.  Miguel  Alfonso  Martinez,  to  appear  as  an  expert 
witness  at  the  trial.  Martinez,  a professor  of  international  law  at  the 
Institute  of  International  Relations  in  Havana,  Cuba,  recently  tabled  his 
10-year  study  of  treaties  to  the  UN.  Many  of  his  conclusions  support  the 
band's  legal  position. 

Asked  if  he  believes  his  community's  case  could  have  Canada-wide  or  even 


world-wide  legal  impact,  George  answered  simply,  "It  will." 

He  has  no  doubts  about  the  validity  of  his  people's  claims  to 
sovereignty. 

"I  don't  plan  on  losing,"  he  said.  "Even  if  we  do  lose,  we  still  don't 
plan  to  collect  GST.  Even  if  I have  to  go  to  jail." 

"RE : Fight  is  on  to  Preserve  Aboriginal  Languages"  

Date:  Tue,  18  lan  2000  11:33:35  -0600 

Sub j : article  featured  in  the  January,  2000  issue  of  Windspeaker 

http://www.ammsa.com/windspeak/ 

Fight  is  on  to  preserve  Aboriginal  languages 
By  Joan  Black 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
OTTAWA 

The  future  of  declining  Aboriginal  languages  got  a little  brighter  Dec.  9 
when  a memorandum  of  understanding  was  signed  by  two  organizations,  one 
political,  the  other  cultural,  that  believe  their  combined  efforts  could 
save  50  languages  from  dying  out. 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  (AFN),  which  drives  policy  for  First 
Nations  nationally,  and  the  First  Nations  Confederacy  of  Cultural 
Education  Centres  (FNCCEC),  representing  77  cultural  centres,  have 
partnered  to  improve  the  chances  endangered  languages  will  survive. 

They've  agreed  to  co-ordinate  languages  policy  development,  political 
advocacy,  lobbying,  and  program  development  and  delivery,  a press  release 
states . 

Chief  Ron  Ignace,  chairman  of  the  AFN  Chiefs  Committee  on  Languages,  and 
Gilbert  Whiteduck,  president  of  the  FNCCEC,  signed  on  behalf  of  their 
organizations . 

"Our  First  Nations  languages  are  the  language  of  the  land.  The  Creator 
has  given  us  the  responsibility  to  ensure  that  our  languages  will  survive 
and  therefore  Mother  Earth  will  regain  her  health,"  said  Whiteduck. 

Ignace  described  the  "perpetuation,  enhancement  and  promotion  of  our 
languages"  as  their  joint  mission.  "Our  partnership  provides  us  with  more 
strength  to  achieve  our  ends,"  he  said. 

Since  a House  of  Commons  Standing  Committee  on  Aboriginal  Affairs  warned 
in  1990  that  only  three  of  53  Aboriginal  languages  in  Canada  were  viable 
enough  to  survive  more  than  a few  years,  various  groups  have  been  looking 
at  ways  to  combat  their  decline.  Cree,  Ojibway  and  Inuktitut  speakers  are 
still  numerous;  all  other  language  speakers  are  rapidly  dying  out  without 
passing  on  their  linguistic  heritage. 

According  to  statistics  supplied  by  FNCCEC,  the  situation  is  serious.  In 
1951,  87.4  per  cent  of  Aboriginal  people  spoke  their  language  as  their 
mother  tongue;  by  1991,  only  36  per  cent  of  Aboriginal  people  over  15  and 
21  per  cent  underl5  could  speak  it.  By  then,  too,  slightly  more  than  half 
the  adults  (51  per  cent)  and  nearly  three-quarters  of  the  children  (71  per 
cent)  reported  they  had  never  spoken  an  Aboriginal  language. 

"The  essence  of  the  FNCCEC's  position,"  said  Morrisson,  "is  that  you've 
got  to  recognize  the  inherent  value  of  languages  to  the  multicultural 
mosaic  of  Canada,  and  even  further,  as  one  of  the  three  founding  groups  of 
the  country." 

He  added  they  want  the  government  to  accept  responsibility  for  the 
destruction  of  Aboriginal  languages  through  federal,  provincial,  local 
policies,  and  it  should  provide  resources  to  help  redress  the  harm  it  has 
done. 

Both  the  AFN  and  FNCCEC  have  stated  support  for  and  pushed  for 
protective  legislation  for  Aboriginal  languages  over  the  years.  They  say 
their  other  priority  is  the  establishment  of  an  Aboriginal  languages 
foundation . 

Ignace  told  Windspeaker  the  AFN's  Chiefs  Committee  on  Languages  passed  a 
resolution  setting  their  language  agenda  a year  ago.  First,  he  said,  they 
were  to  administer  "the  Aboriginal  languages  initiative"  from  Heritage 
Canada;  "which  we've  done,  but  also  we're  not  limiting  ourselves  to  that. 


"What  we're  looking  at  doing/'  said  Ignace,  "is  . . . trying  to  push 
forward  for  the  legal  recognition  of  our  languages  via  legislation." 
Attached  to  that,  he  explained,  is  the  establishment  of  a foundation,  as 
suggested  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples,  which  would  be 
funded  $50  million  by  the  federal  government  and  $50  million  private  money 
"This  is  not  a new  agenda,"  Ignace  said.  "The  new  approach  that  was  taken 
to  this  agenda,"  Ignace  explained,  "is  . . . the  establishment  of  Friends 
of  Aboriginal  Languages.  We're  hoping  to  enlist  members  of  Parliament, 
senators,  heads  of  various  corporations  . . . ."  Ignace  says  people  are 
very  receptive  to  this  idea. 

"They  would  have  a two-pronged  responsibility  . . . one,  assist  us  to 
try  to  get  the  message  through  to  the  government  (that)  emergency  action 
should  be  taken  on  our  languages,  because  the  prediction  is  there  are  only 
two  or  three  languages  that  may  survive  the  next  20  to  30  years."  Ignace 
says  the  Friends  would  help  them  lobby  for  legislation  and  the  "members  of 
Parliament  and  senators  would  guide  us  in  how  that  process  should  work  - 
how  we  should  approach  the  government  and  to  ensure  that  we  could  get  this 
legislation  through." 

Fie  says  the  other  way  he  hopes  some  of  the  Friends  would  be  able  to 
assist  is  through  fundraising.  In  the  fall  of  1997  Heritage  Canada 
announced  it  would  contribute  $20  million  over  four  years  to  save 
Aboriginal  languages,  to  fulfill  a Red  Book  promise. 

"Of  course,  there's  no  such  promise  in  the  Red  Book,"  said  Morrisson, 
"but  apparently  in  a sub-budget  of  some  sub-document  to  the  Red  Book, 
there  was  a line  allocation  from  Heritage  of  $20  million."  Morrisson  says 
that  announcement  was  made  just  a short  time  before  the  Liberals  were 
gearing  up  for  their  second  election.  Morrisson  said  that  after  a lot  of 
meetings  and  wrangling  among  numerous  Native  political  and  non-political 
organizations  over  who  should  divide  and  receive  the  $20  million,  the 
money  started  to  flow  in  Septemberl998  through  the  AFN  (75  per  cent),  the 
Inuit  Tapirisat  of  Canada  (15  per  cent)  and  the  M=E9tis  National  Council 
(10  per  cent). 

That  was  when  the  AFN  put  together  the  Chiefs  Committee  on  Languages, 
and  a Technical  Committee  on  Languages,  to  administer  their  portion  of  the 
Heritage  Canada  dollars  and  to  pursue  protection  and  enhancement  of  First 
Nations  languages.  Untill993,  language  issues  at  the  AFN  had  been  under 
that  organization's  education  umbrella.  Then  their  languages  secretariat 
took  over  and  the  AFN  drafted  language  legislation.  But  it  went  no  further 

"A  number  of  attempts  have  been  made  to  get  legislation  passed  that  have 
not  been  successful,"  Ignace  agreed.  He  admits  the  AFN's  languages 
secretariat  "fell  by  the  wayside"  in  the  past  year  or  so,  but  "I  lobbied 
long  and  hard  and  was  able  to  get  it  successfully  re-established." 
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The  unscrutinized  legacy  of  Gustafsen  Lake 
By  Ben  Mahony  and  Tony  Hall 
Department  of  Native  American 
Studies, University  of  Lethbridge 

The  old  pie-in-the  face  gag  has  acquired  heightened  meaning  in  an  era 
requiring  engaging  pictures  to  accompany  the  delivery  of  political 
messages.  Last  spring  B.C.  Attorney-General  Ujjal  Dosanjh  became  the 
target  of  a banana-cream  protest  for  his  role  in  overseeing  the  biggest 
police  operation  in  his  province's  history.  "That's  for  Gustafsen  Lake," 
announced  his  critics,  as  the  pie  creamed  across  the  ambitious 
politician's  surprised  face. 

Ujjal  Dosanjh  is  now  again  in  the  public  eye  for  his  decision  to  seek 
the  leadership  of  the  provincial  NDP  and,  along  with  it,  the  province's 
top  political  job.  The  common  wisdom  is  that  the  Attorney  General's 
handling  of  the  crisis,  if  anything,  constitutes  a political  asset  rather 


than  a liability. 

This  orthodoxy  was  given  renewed  currency  recently  when  B.C.  columnist 
Paul  Sullivan  evoked  popular  wisdom  in  his  lauditory  commentary  on 
Dosanjh's  candidacy.  Sullivan  referred  derisively  to  those  "Aboriginal 
leaders"  who  he  said  "exhumed/'  the  conflict  pitting  at  least  400  RCMP 
together  with  federal  army  personnel  against  a small  handful  of  so-called 
"rebel  Indians." 

Sullivan  flicked  aside  the  whole  episode  with  the  loaded  remark  that  all 
reasonable  British  Columbians  "probably  applaud  [Dosanjh's]  denunciation 
of  violence  as  a political  tool." 

Who  could  argue?  But  wait!  The  perception  that  what  happened  at 
Gustafsen  Lake  in  1995  is  obvious  and  clear  does  not  stand  even  the  most 
rudimentary  test  of  comparison  with  the  facts  currently  available.  For 
instance,  reporters  like  the  Vancouver  Sun's  loey  Thompson  have  commented 
on  the  huge  gap  between  accounts  given  to  the  media  by  Mr.  Dosanjh  and  the 
police  during  the  standoff  and  subsequent  accounts  of  what  really  happened. 

"RCMP  took  reporters  for  a ride,"  wrote  Thompson  in  September  1997. 

"Court  transcripts  tell  the  story  we  got  had,"  she  observed,  referring  to 
the  RCMP's  lies  given  as  fact  to  badly  spin-doctored  reporters  at  the 
infamous  briefing  sessions  at  100  Mile  House.  The  "media  should  apologize 
for  its  gullibility"  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  she  concludes. 

In  our  estimation  the  basic  aim  of  the  RCMP's  systematic  disinformation 
campaign  was  ultimately  to  disarm  the  interpretation  harbored  by  those  in 
the  camp  that  ultimately  the  Indian  title  question  in  B.C.  is  one 
involving  international  as  well  as  domestic  law.  To  discredit  this 
position,  one  that  still  puts  the  whole  domesticated  structure  of  the 
tenuous  B.C.  treaty  process  at  risk,  a truly  draconian  campaign  of  dirty 
tricks  was  mounted.  The  original  smear  campaign  was  so  successful  that 
there  are  tremendous  filters  that  to  this  day  block  any  reckoning  with  the 
massive  evidence  that  already  exists  of  government  wrongdoing.  The  fact 
that  the  mainstream  media,  especially  in  B.C.,  were  so  deeply  implicated 
in  the  dissemination  of  the  worst  kind  of  propaganda  helps  perpetuate  the 
thick  stench  of  deceit  that  still  permeates  this  sordid  affair. 

The  case  stands  as  a stark  illustration  of  how  easy  it  is  to  marshall 
the  old  racist  stereotypes  of  wild  Indian  savagery  to  discredit  serious 
legal  and  political  arguments  whose  implications  might  have  serious 
consequences  for  those  who  have  benefited  most  from  a long  history  of  land 
theft  from  the  First  Nations  in  B.C.  and  elsewhere. 

The  basic  strategy  was  to  kill  the  message  by  criminalizing  the 
messengers,  a very  easy  task  when  it  comes  to  perpetuating  the  tactics  of 
the  old  Indian  wars  on  a continent  where  the  real  textbooks  on  ethnic 
cleansing  were  first  written.  To  these  larger  objectives  was  soon  added 
the  aim  of  raising  the  NDP's  political  capital  through  the  exploitation  of 
a very  public  get-tough  crusade  directed  at  a group  who  had  clearly  been 
marked  as  prime  material  for  opportunistic  hate  campaign. 

A major  piece  of  evidence  exposing  some  of  the  misinformation 
disseminated  in  1995  came  up  recently  in  an  investigation  conducted  by 
David  Bazay,  the  Ombudsman  of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation.  In 
his  report  Bazay,  emphasizes  an  account  that  came  to  him  from  the  former 
head  of  CBC  Radio  News,  Jeffrey  Dvorkin,  who  now  holds  a similar  post  with 
Public  Radio  in  the  USA. 

Dvorkin  indicated  to  Bazay  that  Staff  Sergeant  Peter  Montague,  acting 
under  the  authority  of  Mr.  Dosanjh,  had  lied  about  an  alleged  "hostage 
taking"  during  the  standoff.  The  RCMP  misled  him  in  order  to  make  an 
unmediated  announcement  on  the  airwaves  of  the  public  broadcaster. 

Dvorkin  complained  officially  to  the  RCMP  Commissioner  "to  protest  the 
way  the  CBC  had  been  manipulated." 

If  Crown  authorities  lied  about  that,  what  other  misinformation  was 
distributed  as  fact  in  1995  under  the  higher  authority  of  the  province's 
Attorney  General? 

A cynic  might  view  the  contrast  between  the  determination  to  get  to  the 
bottom  of  what  really  happened  at  sprayPEC  in  1997  with  the  lack  of  follow 
up  into  what  happened  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  1995.  The  different  treatment 
displays  the  existence  of  a profound  double  standard.  When  middle  class 
Canadian  university  students  are  pepper  sprayed  it  seems  that  there  is 


more  at  stake  than  when  so-called  "renegade"  Indians  are  made  targets  of 
thousands  police  and  army  bullets.  This  same  pattern  of  complacency 
resulted  in  a recent  condemnation  by  the  UN  Human  Rights  Committee  for 
Canada's  failure  to  conduct  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  police  killing 
at  Ipperwash  Ontario  of  Ojibway  martyr,  Dudley  George. 

The  incident  was  closely  connected  to  the  unfolding  events  at  Gustafsen 
Lake,  where  a non-Native  supporter  of  the  Native  protestors  was  shot  in 
the  arm  and  a Canadian  soldier  had  his  hand  blown  off  as  he  was  setting  up 
explosive  devices  around  the  Gustafsen  camp.  On  whose  authority  was  he 
acting  in  setting  up  these  stun  grenades  in  this  domestic  conflict? 

Demands  for  a full  public  inquiry  into  what  happened  at  Gustafsen  Lake 
and  Ipperwash  have  come  from  the  past  and  former  leadership  of  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations,  CUPE-Victoria,  Council  of  Canadians 
(Victoria)Teaching  Support  Staff  Union  at  Simon  Fraser  University  and  the 
Federal  Green  Party. 

Outside  Canada  similar  demands  have  come  from  former  United  States 
Attorney-General  Ramsey  Clark,  The  Green  Group  of  the  European  Parliament, 
Defensoria  Maya  (Guatemala),  For  Mother  Earth  (Belgium),  League  of 
Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations,  and  the  Tasmania  Human  Rights  Group. 

Ujjal  Dosanjh  has  clearly  succeeded  in  creating  a rather  appealing 
public  image  of  himself  as  a sensitive,  intellectually-agile  politician 
whose  own  Indo-Canadian  identity  has  seemingly  helped  him  to  understand 
and  identify  with  the  plight  of  those  who  have  yet  to  achieve  full 
acceptance  in  the  mainstream  of  Canada's  economic  and  political  life. 

If  he  has  nothing  to  hide,  then  Mr.  Dosanjh  has  nothing  to  fear  from 
some  more  rigorous  investigation  into  what  really  happened  at  Gustafsen 
Lake  under  his  watch. 

To  ignore  his  role  in  this  episode,  whose  deeper  character  still  has  not 
been  exposed  to  the  scrutiny  it  deserves,  would  be  to  undermine  the 
integrity  of  the  political  process  aimed  at  choosing  the  next  premier  of 
British  Columbia. 
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Ads  combat  stereotypes  with  images  of  successful  Natives 
By  SHEILA  TOOMEY 
Daily  News  Reporter 

The  little  girl  peered  out  the  car  window,  looking  for  the  famous  Alaska 
Native  leader  her  dad  said  was  stopped  right  next  to  them  at  a light  on 
Tudor  Road. 

"Where?"  she  said.  "I  don't  see  an  Indian." 

"What  do  you  mean?  He's  sitting  right  there,"  said  her  dad,  pointing. 

But  she  still  couldn't  see  him. 

In  this  case,  the  famous  leader  was  Willie  Hensley,  an  Inupiat  Eskimo 
who  has  been  a banker,  a legislator  and  the  commissioner  of  commerce.  The 
little  girl  couldn't  "see"  him  because  she  was  looking  for  fur  and 
feathers  and  who  knows  what  else,  said  A1  Bramstedt,  general  manager  of 
KTUU-Channel  2 and  father  of  then-4-year-old  Kelsey. 

"She  couldn't  see  him  because  he  didn't  look  like  an  Indian,"  Bramstedt 
said.  She  couldn't  connect  the  images  of  Indians  she  had  picked  up  from 
the  world  around  her  to  a distinguished  looking  executive  driving  a Buick. 

"I  thought,  'We've  got  a problem  here.'  She  didn't  get  that  at  home," 
Bramstedt  said. 

The  incident  happened  a long  time  ago  - Kelsey  is  now  18  - but  Bramstedt 
uses  the  story  to  explain  why  he  is  underwriting  a series  of  image  ads 


featuring  successful  Alaska  Natives. 

The  ads  are  aimed  at  Native  children,  who  may  have  a hard  time  pulling 
positive  role  models  from  a news  media  preoccupied  with  people  in  trouble. 

"There's  a lot  of  negative  focus  on  people  getting  arrested,  running 
into  difficulties,  drug  abuse,  all  those  negative  things,"  he  said. 

And  it's  not  just  Natives.  Bramstedt  said  he  was  disheartened  when  a 
local  business  leader  told  him,  "Black  folks  are  like  that;  you  can't 
depend  on  them."  And  more  than  once,  people  he  considers  friends  have  made 
racist  comments  about  "how  lews  do  business." 

"A  lot  of  white  people  still  are  racist,"  Bramstedt  said.  "They  feel 
different  about  black  people  and  Jewish  people  and  Alaska  Natives." 

Unless  something  is  done  to  counteract  racist  stereotypes,  kids  just 
absorb  all  these  subtle  negative  messages,  he  said. 

"Imagine  being  a child  ...  and  every  day  of  your  life  you  hear  people 

say  you're  stupid,  or  you  won't  amount  to  anything,  or  that's  how  you 
people  are...  The  goal  of  the  ads  is  to  get  people  to  believe  in 
themselves...  to  make  people  proud  of  who  they  are,"  Bramstedt  said. 

"One  of  the  most  important  rules  in  success  is  to  first  believe  in 
yourself. " 

Bramstedt,  49,  was  born  in  Fairbanks,  son  of  the  late  A1  Bramstedt  Sr., 
an  Alaska  broadcaster  who  started  in  the  1940s  as  a radio  announcer  and 
ended  up  an  owner  of  the  Midnight  Sun  Broadcasting  empire  of  radio  and 
television  stations.  Bramstedt  Jr.  is  a devoted  student  of  American 
history  and  sees  racism  as  a blot  on  the  republic. 

"When  you  study  history,  you  see  a pattern  of  stupidity  that's  based  on 

a lot  of  things,  including  shortsighted  thinking  and  racism,"  he  said. 
"It's  just  wrong." 

"I  get  emotional  about  this,"  Bramstedt  said.  "I  think  people  like 
myself  need  to  stand  up  and  say  stop." 

The  first  three  ads,  which  begin  airing  this  week,  feature  Alaska 
Airlines  pilot  Tamara  Thiele;  University  of  Alaska  Anchorage  teacher  Marie 
Meade;  and  Lisa  Nason,  owner  of  Stems  floral  shop. 

Nason  grew  up  in  Nome.  She  thinks  the  ads  are  important  for  rural 
children,  who  statistically  have  only  "a  small  chance  of  moving  on  to 
college  or  a trade  or  a profession."  Seeing  people  like  themselves  who 
have  succeeded  in  different  ways  "will  show  them  that  they  can  be  self- 
reliant,"  Nason  said. 

Meade,  a UAA  Yup'ik  language  teacher  featured  in  another  ad,  hopes  they 
will  "begin  to  educate  people,  both  Native  and  non-Natives . " 

People  who  have  no  contact  with  Natives  often  accept  racist  stereotypes, 
she  said,  "that  we're  lazy,  that  we're  uneducated.  ...  When  people  think 
about  us,  that's  what  they  think  of." 

The  ads  will  show  Natives  who  are  "maintaining  healthy  lives,  successful 
lives . " 

Bramstedt  did  a similar  series  of  shorts  during  Black  History  Month  last 
year,  featuring  African  Americans  who  made  important  contributions  to 
American  history.  He  plans  to  continue  that  project  this  year. 

The  Native  image  ads  are  part  of  a contribution  the  station  is  making  to 
the  Alaska  Native  Heritage  Center  and  will  continue  indefinitely,  he  said. 
Reporter  Sheila  Toomey  can  be  reached  at  stoomey@adn.com 
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Houlton  Band  of  Maliseets 


seeks  self-governance 

By  Associated  Press,  1/18/2000  02:17 

HOULTON,  Maine  (AP)  Twenty  years  after  they  gained  federal  recognition, 
the  Houlton  Band  of  Maliseet  Indians  are  seeking  the  same  self-governance 
enjoyed  by  Maine's  two  largest  tribes. 

"We've  been  invisible  too  long,"  said  Brenda  Commander,  chief  of  the 
700-member  Houlton  Band,  which  has  an  800-acre  reservation  on  tribal  land 
in  Littleton  and  Houlton.  "We  feel  it's  time,  and  we're  ready  for  that 
change. " 

The  Legislature  plans  to  hold  a hearing  Friday  on  a far-reaching  bill 
that  would  give  the  Maliseets  similar  powers  to  those  held  by  the 
Penobscot  Nation  and  the  Passamaquoddy  Tribe. 

It  would  enable  the  Houlton  Band  to  enact  ordinances  dealing  with 
hunting,  trapping  and  fishing;  post  and  regulate  tribal  lands;  establish  a 
tribal  court  to  deal  with  issues  between  tribal  members  in  criminal,  civil 
and  juvenile  actions;  have  its  own  police  department;  collect  taxes;  and 
have  the  authority  to  enter  into  mutual-aid  agreements  with  other 
municipalities.  The  bill  also  would  allow  for  the  establishment  of  a 
tribal  school  committee. 

"It  really  just  seems  to  eliminate  the  disparity  between  the  Houlton 
Band  and  the  other  two  tribes,"  said  Commander.  "It's  unfair  and  unjust 
that  the  state  should  treat  us  differently." 

Commander  noted  that  the  other  tribes  have  civil  and  criminal 
jurisdiction  over  tribal  matters,  have  municipal  status,  can  handle  child 
welfare  issues  and  establish  hunting  and  fishing  regulations  on  tribal 
lands . 

"We  have  none  of  that,"  she  said. 

The  bill  also  would  give  the  Maliseets  membership  on  the  Maine  Indian 
Tribal-State  Commission,  which  oversees  and  reviews  the  effectiveness  of 
the  Maine  Indian  Land  Claim  Settlement  Act  and  other  laws  pertaining  to 
tribal  matters. 

The  bill  was  presented  on  request  by  Rep.  Roger  Sherman  of  Hodgdon,  who 
said  he  has  taken  no  formal  position  on  the  measure. 

Rep.  Elizabeth  Watson  of  Farmingdale,  one  of  two  co-sponsors  of  the  bill, 
said  she  isn't  sure  why  the  Maliseets  weren't  included  when  sovereign 
rights  were  extended  to  the  Passamaquoddys  and  Penobscots  in  1980. 

"I  think  the  time  is  right  for  this,"  she  said.  "I'm  very  hopeful." 
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Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  dismisses  a Cree  motion  against 
Hydro-Quebec  (From:  Presse  canadienne  and  La  Presse,  January  12,  2000) 

A United  States  appeals  court  has  dismissed  a motion  filed  by  the 
Crees  of  Quebec  and  an  American  environmental  organization  to  prevent 
Hydro-Quebec  from  selling  its  electricity  at  market  prices  in  the  United 
States . 

In  a decision  brought  down  yesterday  in  Washington,  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  for  the  District  of  Columbia  ruled  that  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  Crees  of  Quebec  and  the  New  England  Coalition  for  Energy  Efficiency 
and  the  Environment  did  not  prove  they  had  a real  interest  in  the  matter. 

In  November  1997,  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission  (FERC),  an 
American  regulatory  agency,  authorized  HQ  Energy  Services  (US),  a 
Hydro-Quebec  subsidiary,  to  sell  its  electricity  in  the  United  States  at 


market  prices.  Before  that,  selling  prices  were  linked  to  production  costs. 

The  Crees  maintained  that  that  would  allow  Hydro-Quebec  to  increase 
its  exports  and  spur  it  to  build  new  hydroelectric  generating  stations  in 
Quebec  that  would  destroy  the  fauna  and  aquatic  life  "Cree  hunters, 
trappers  and  fishers"  depend  on. 

The  American  environmental  coalition,  for  its  part,  maintained  that 
such  hydroelectric  generating  stations  will  endanger  several 
species  of  birds  that  live  in  Northern  Quebec  and  New  England. 

The  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of  Columbia  recalled 
yesterday  that  the  FERC  decision  had  bearing  only  on  the  way  HG  Energy 
Services  sets  its  rates.  Dudge  Williams  pointed  out  that  rate  setting  was 
an  exercise  that  pitted  the  interests  of  consumers  against  those  of 
producers.  Environmental  interests  do  not  appear  relevant  to  the  exercise. 
The  judge  said  that  the  assessment  of  the  environmental  impacts  of  building 
electrical  generating  stations  fell  under  other  pieces  of  legislation. 
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Tribes  Turn  to  Former  Military  Bases 
By  BART  HANSEN,  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON--A  dozen  California  tribes,  some  facing 
desperate  poverty,  are  trying  to  reclaim  prime  waterfront  property  in 
San  Diego. 

They  have  filed  a federal  lawsuit  claiming  ancestral  right  to  the 
land,  onetime  home  of  the  Naval  Training  Center  that  the  city  of  San 
Diego  wants  to  develop. 

"We're  coastal  Indians,  but  we  have  no  coast,"  said  Louis 
Guassac,  a member  of  the  Mesa  Grande  Band  and  elected  leader  of 
the  lawsuit  consortium  of  Kumeyaay  Indians. 

The  lawsuit  is  another  example  of  a trend:  tribes  seeking  rights  to 
former  military  bases.  Several  rounds  of  military  base  closings  in  the 
last  decade  have  offered  land-starved  tribes  the  chance  to  add 
acreage  and  economic  development  possibilities. 

When  the  military  decides  to  close  a base,  other  federal  agencies 
and  Indian  tribes  get  first  crack  at  the  land.  If  initial  claims  are 
rejected,  the  Defense  Department  designates  a local  board  to 
determine  what  should  happen  to  a base.  Competing  proposals  are 
whittled  down  to  a winner. 

In  Arizona,  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community  south  of  Phoenix  last 
year  acquired  a golf  course  and  a 10  percent  stake  in  development  of 
the  former  Williams  Air  Force  Base.  In  Washington,  the  Muckleshoot 
Tribe  reached  a settlement  with  Seattle  officials  in  1995,  giving  the 
city  most  of  the  former  Sand  Point  Naval  Base  in  exchange  for  cash 
and  help  restoring  fish  runs. 

The  need  for  land  for  economic  development  is  particularly  acute 
in  California,  where  reservations  tend  to  be  small.  The  neediest  tribes 
are  unable  to  raise  enough  money  to  expand. 

Despite  publicity  about  casinos,  less  than  one-third  of  the  558 
tribes  nationwide  had  casinos  in  1996  and  only  54  made  profits  worth 
more  than  $10,000  per  tribal  member,  according  to  a recent  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  study. 

"The  general  public  has  this  misperception.  It's  simply  not  true," 
said  Ron  Allen,  chairman  of  Hamestown  S'Klallam  Tribal  Council  in 
Washington  state  and  first  vice  president  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians. 

Of  the  464,000  acres  the  military  has  identified  so  far  as  excess 
property,  the  federal  government  kept  nearly  half  the  land,  with  most 


going  to  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  according  to  a 1999  General 
Accounting  Office  study.  State  and  local  authorities  got  about 
one-third  of  the  land. 

The  Kumeyaay,  a collection  of  tribes  that  ranged  across  Southern 
California  for  10,000  years  before  being  displaced  by  white  settlers  in 
the  1800s,  competed  with  five  federal  agencies  for  a direct  transfer 
of  the  550  -acre  former  base. 

The  Defense  Department  rejected  all  the  claims  in  1994  and 
designated  the  San  Diego  City  Council  to  decide  what  to  do  with  the 
land.  The  military  later  approved  the  council's  plan  to  accept  the  base 
for  development,  parks  and  airport  expansion.  The  city  has  chosen  a 
private  developer,  the  Corky  McMillin  Cos.,  to  build  housing  and 
resort  hotels  at  the  site  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $142  million. 

The  city  must  also  pay  the  federal  government  a negotiated  fee 
for  the  land  that  hasn't  been  disclosed.  By  contrast,  the  Indians  would 
have  gotten  the  land  for  free.  Payments  have  ranged  from  $350,000 
to  $70  million,  depending  on  the  value  of  the  land  and  steps,  such  as 
building  demolition,  that  the  military  must  take  before  turning  over  the 
land . 

The  tribes  filed  their  lawsuit  in  Washington,  D.C.,  last  month 
against  the  city  and  the  federal  defense  and  interior  departments. 

They  want  a judge  to  block  the  city  from  moving  ahead  with  its  plans 
and  order  that  the  Kumeyaay  proposal  be  reconsidered. 

The  tribes  envision  a development  similar  to  what  the  city  has 
approved.  But  under  their  plan,  the  land  would  be  held  in  federal  trust 
for  the  Indians  and  they  would  lease  it  to  developers.  The  deal  would 
yield  an  estimated  $1  million  a year  to  the  city  and  $30  million  per 
year  for  the  5,000  tribal  members. 

Federal  lawyers  declined  to  comment  on  the  lawsuit  before  their 
formal  reply  is  due  in  mid-February.  An  attorney  for  the  city  who 
hasn't  seen  the  lawsuit  said  San  Diego  followed  proper  procedures. 
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Controversy  swirls  around  Haskell  student  leader 
Updated  8:07:20  AM  Sunday,  January  16,  2000 

Controversy  at  Haskell  has  sparked  police  investigations  and  a possible 
move  to  impeach  the  student  senate  president. 

By  Dave  Ranney,  and  Chris  Koger 
Journal-World  Writers 

For  many  who  live  in  Lawrence,  including  some  who  work  or  study  at  Haskell 
Indian  Nations  University,  the  school  is  a place  apart. 

It  is  mostly  financed  and  ultimately  controlled  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  a remote  federal  bureaucracy  within  a still  larger  bureaucracy. 

Its  students  come  from  diverse  tribes  and  backgrounds,  including 
poverty-stricken  reservations  as  different  from  prosperous  Lawrence  as 
places  in  the  United  States  can  be. 

"Haskell  is  a place  unto  itself,"  said  Prentice  Crawford,  president  of  the 
school's  student  senate  and  a member  of  the  university's  board  of  regents. 
"It  is  its  own  world." 

Not  surprisingly,  many  there  feel  like  unwelcome  visitors  when  they 
venture  into  the  larger  community  and  sense  that  the  school,  especially 
because  of  controversy  over  an  unbuilt  trafficway,  is  resented  by  Lawrence 
whites  who  don't  understand  Indian  values  and  ways. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  at  least  some  of  what  happens  at  Haskell  defies 


the  comprehension  of  those  not  of  it. 

The  story  of  Crawford  and  the  bitter  campus  controversy  he  is  involved  in 
is  an  example.  The  heated  dispute  among  some  of  the  school's  most  energetic 
and  resourceful  individuals  has  sparked  investigation  and 
counter-investigation.  Douglas  County  law  enforcement  agencies  are 
involved.  There  have  been  allegations  of  witchcraft,  "bad  medicine,"  and 
the  flash  of  a knife. 

Unraveling  the  story,  to  the  extent  it  has  been  by  Journal-World,  has 
been  complicated  by  the  refusal  of  top  Haskell  officials,  including  interim 
president  Karen  Swisher,  to  discuss  it. 

The  story  comes  at  a time  the  growing  university  finds  itself 
increasingly  in  the  spotlight  amid  allegations  of  financial  mismanagement 
of  its  fund-raising  arm,  a protracted  search  for  a new  president,  and  as 
many  in  Lawrence  blame  the  school  for  scuttling  a long-sought  bypass. 

The  latest  controversy  could  come  to  a head  next  week.  Several  members 
of  the  Haskell  student  senate  met  Friday  night  in  executive  session  to 
discuss,  some  sources  said,  Crawford's  impeachment.  The  full  senate  is 
expected  to  meet  Jan.  25. 

"I  will  fight  to  my  last  breath"  against  impeachment  and  accusations, 
Crawford  said. 

Prentice  Crawford 

Even  among  the  800  or  so  students  at  Haskell,  Crawford  stands  out. 

He's  big:  6-foot-2,  300  pounds. 

He's  different.  He  wears  earrings  made  from  rattlesnake  rattles.  He  shaves 
most  of  his  head  but  lets  his  hair  grow  long  on  top  and  in  back. 

A Buddhist  and  a Taoist,  he's  interested  in  all  things  spiritual. 

He's  gay.  The  Liberty  Press,  a news  magazine  dedicated  to  lesbian  and  gay 
issues  in  Kansas,  featured  him  on  its  cover  last  month. 

For  now  at  least,  he's  president  of  Haskell's  student  senate,  a member  of 
the  university's  board  of  regents,  and  an  often-quoted  opponent  of  the 
South  Lawrence  Trafficway. 

He ' s also  a felon . 

"I  made  terrible  mistakes  in  the  past,"  Crawford  said.  "And  I've  paid  for 
them  in  a lot  of  ways." 

Accessory  to  murder 

On  Oct.  27,  1987,  Crawford  and  a friend,  Maurice  Jerome  "Trey"  Barnes  III, 
went  to  the  rural  Hominy,  Okla.,  home  of  Victor  "Louie"  Red  Eagle,  a 
great-grandson  of  the  last  hereditary  chief  of  the  Osage  Indian  Nation. 

When  they  left,  the  38-year-old  Red  Eagle  was  dead,  hit  twice  in  the  head 
with  a wine  bottle  and  strangled.  His  two-story  country  home  was  in  flames. 

Four  months  later,  Crawford  and  Barnes  each  were  charged  with  first-degree 
murder.  Barnes  was  17;  Crawford  was  21. 

Barnes  agreed  to  testify  against  Crawford  after  authorities  agreed  to  a 
reduced  charge  of  second-degree  murder. 

According  to  Barnes'  testimony,  Crawford  claimed  to  be  a son  of  Satan. 

Red  Eagle's  death,  Barnes  said,  was  a pagan  sacrifice  meant  to  lift  a hex 
that  Crawford  had  somehow  put  on  Barnes.  He  said  Red  Eagle  begged  for  his 
life  as  Crawford  sat  on  his  back  choking  him. 

Barnes  said  Crawford  told  the  dying  Red  Eagle  that  he  loved  him,  that  his 
death  would  be  a gift  to  Satan  and  that  through  death  he  would  be  set  free. 

Red  Eagle,  who  was  openly  homosexual,  was  known  for  throwing  lavish,  wild 
parties  at  his  rural  home.  An  oil-  and  gas-royalty  heir,  he  had  owned  2,000 
acres  and  had  $800,000  in  the  bank  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Red  Eagle,  who  weighed  about  100  pounds,  was  Crawford's  cousin. 

Barnes  sentenced 

Crawford  testified  that  he  and  Barnes  had  gone  to  Red  Eagle's  to  drink  and 
smoke  marijuana.  Crawford  said  he  was  in  the  bathroom  when  a fight  broke 
out  between  Barnes  and  Red  Eagle. 

Crawford  said  that  when  he  grabbed  Red  Eagle's  arms  in  an  attempt  to  calm 
him.  Red  Eagle's  blood-soaked  hair  brushed  against  his  face. 

Traumatized,  Crawford  said  he  staggered  outside,  stunned  by  the  "rotten 


milk  smell"  of  Red  Eagle's  blood. 

Crawford  said  Barnes  later  came  out  of  the  house  yelling,  "I  did  it.  I did 
it.  Louie's  dead."  Barnes  then  went  back  inside,  doused  several  rooms  with 
lamp  oil  and  set  the  house  on  fire,  Crawford  said. 

The  jury  believed  Crawford.  Barnes  was  sentenced  to  12  years  in  federal 
prison . 

Three  months  later,  prosecutors  charged  Crawford,  then  a freshman  art 
student  at  Haskell  Indian  Dunior  College,  with  first-degree  arson,  failing 
to  report  a felony  and  being  an  accessory  to  murder. 

Crawford's  mother,  Sandra  Crawford,  was  charged  with  failing  to  report  a 
felony  and  being  an  accessory  to  murder. 

At  her  son's  trial,  Sandra  Crawford  said  she  helped  him  burn  his  and 
Barnes'  blood-stained  clothing  even  though  she  knew  Red  Eagle  had  been 
murdered . 

Both  Crawford  and  his  mother  were  convicted.  She  was  put  on  probation  for 
five  years.  He  was  sentenced  to  10  years  in  federal  prison. 

Crawford,  33,  said  he  spent  4 1/2  years  in  federal  prisons  in  Texas  and 
Oklahoma.  He's  now  on  parole. 

Living  down  the  past 

"When  I got  out  of  prison  I decided  I wanted  to  do  good  things,"  Crawford 
said.  And  all  he's  done  since  returning  to  Haskell  in  1998  --  running  for 
student  senate  president,  fighting  the  South  Lawrence  Trafficway,  talking 
about  his  homosexuality  --  is  aimed  at  making  things  better  for  Haskell  and 
for  American  Indians. 

"I  did  the  Liberty  Press  piece  because  I wanted  young,  gay  Indian  youth 
to  know  that  being  gay  is  not  the  end  of  the  earth,  that  being  gay  is  not  a 
stigma,"  Crawford  said. 

But  now  Crawford  says  his  past  and  homosexuality  are  being  used  against 
him . 

There's  a movement  on  campus,  he  said,  to  impeach  him  from  the  Senate  and 
force  him  out  of  school. 

Crawford  said  he's  being  pitted  against  Charles  Haines,  his  former  mentor 
and  a popular  science  professor  at  Haskell.  Haines,  who  has  a loyal, 
fervent  following  was  the  linchpin  of  the  Wetlands  Preservation 
Organization,  the  group  considered  instrumental  in  stopping  completion  of 
the  South  Lawrence  Trafficway.  He  and  Crawford  were  allies  in  the  fight 
against  the  road. 

But  something  happened  between  the  two  men. 

Crawford  claims  he  and  a friend,  Mike  Randall,  were  threatened  by  Haines 
during  a Nov.  8 encounter  at  the  Baker  Wetlands,  an  important  area  to 
Haskell  and  a key  roadblock  to  the  trafficway. 

Crawford  claimed  Haines  inexplicably  pulled  a knife  and  threatened  both  of 
them.  Crawford  said  Haines  warned  him  to  "quit  using  'medicine'  on  me,"  and 
then  left. 

Crawford  and  Randall  reported  the  incident  to  Haskell  officials,  who 
placed  Haines  on  paid  administrative  leave  pending  an  investigation. 

Now,  Crawford  said,  Haines  is  back  on  campus,  teaching  and  telling 
students  to  stay  away  from  Crawford. 

"I  feel  I'm  being  harassed,"  Crawford  said.  "I'm  on  parole  --  everybody 
knows  that.  I feel  like  my  freedom  is  being  jeopardized  because  I stood  up 
and  reported  a malfeasance  by  a staff  member  who  has  a union  standing 
behind  him. 

"I'm  a student,"  he  said.  "Students  have  no  one  behind  them." 

Chuck  Haines 

Haines,  who's  taught  science  at  Haskell  since  1991,  confirmed  he  was  put 
on  administrative  leave.  He  returned,  he  said,  after  the  investigation  by  a 
Haskell  administrator  found  Crawford's  allegations  to  be  unfounded. 

He  declined  comment  on  Crawford  or  details  of  the  alleged  incident. 

"This  has  been  a nightmare  for  me  and  my  family,"  he  said.  "I  love  my  job, 
I love  to  teach,  I love  Haskell,  I threatened  no  one." 

Meanwhile,  Crawford  himself  has  become  the  subject  of  police 
investigation . 


Capt.  Bill  Shepard,  a spokesman  for  the  Douglas  County  Sheriff's 
Department,  confirmed  Friday  that  a detective  is  investigating  reports 
filed  by  students  and  faculty  that  Crawford  has  threatened  Haskell  workers 
and  students. 

"That  investigation  is  ongoing,"  Shepard  said.  "That's  all  I can  say  at 
this  time." 

Asked  about  the  police  investigation,  Crawford  said: 

"This  is  the  first  time  I've  heard  of  it  actually.  Chuck  Haines  and  his 
supporters  are  creating  a tissue  of  lies  to  try  and  vilify  me." 

Crawford  said  a Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  investigator  has  been  at  the 
Haskell  campus  investigating  Haines. 

The  Journal-World  could  not  confirm  that  allegation  with  BIA  or  Haskell 
officials.  Some  Haskell  sources  told  the  Journal-World  the  BIA  investigator 
was  on  campus  to  investigate  Crawford. 

"It's  unfortunate  all  this  is  going  on,"  Crawford  said.  "But  it  is 
fortunate  in  that  it  brings  to  light  problems  that  should  be  dealt  with.  If 
all  this  plain  ugliness  results  in  a better  school,  then  it's  worth  all  the 
agony  and  ugliness  I have  to  endure." 

Divided  campus 

Both  Haines  and  Crawford  have  their  supporters  at  Haskell. 

Haines'  supporters  accuse  Crawford  of  dabbling  in  witchcraft  and  say  he 
has  a "messiah  complex." 

"That's  ridiculous,"  Crawford  said.  "The  whole  thing's  ridiculous." 

Crawford  and  his  supporters  say  all  he  has  done  is  stand  up  for  students' 
rights . 

"The  big  question  here  is  are  students'  rights  being  protected?"  said  Mila 
Capes-Altom,  a 45-year-old  Haskell  student.  "What  happens  with  this  may 
influence  future  student  relationships  with  the  faculty  and  staff,  as  in 
trust  and  that  kind  of  thing.  I'm  not  a radical.  I tell  you  the  way  I see 
it.  In  this  case,  someone  needs  to  stand  up  for  the  students." 

Capes-Altom  also  said  she  resents  anyone  not  an  official  investigator 
prying  into  the  alleged  incident  and  subsequent  controversy,  especially  if 
they  are  Haskell  outsiders. 

"People  who  were  not  at  the  incident  need  to  mind  their  own  business," 
she  said.  "They  need  to  allow  these  people  to  do  their  jobs." 

Crawford  said  Haines  supporters  have  been  circulating  old  newspaper 
articles  about  his  trial  and  conviction  in  Oklahoma,  sowing  fear  about  him 
among  fellow  students. 

Several  Haskell  students,  all  of  whom  insisted  on  anonymity,  said 
Crawford  often  talks  about  witchcraft. 

"I  just  want  him  to  go  away.  He  scares  me,"  said  a female  student. 

How  the  allegations  and  controversy  will  be  resolved  remains  a mystery. 

"I'd  have  to  call  the  psychic  hotline  to  find  that  out,"  Crawford  said. 

"I  have  no  idea  what  the  outcome  might  be." 

"RE : Alcatraz  Occupations  put  Cause  in  Spotlight"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Dec  1999  02:51:11  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@flamestrike.HACKS. ARIZONA. edu 

Sub j : Alcatraz  occupations  put  cause  in  spotlight  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Nov.  15,  1999 

http: //www. azcentral . com/ news/ 111 5 lookback. shtml 

Alcatraz  occupations  put  cause  in  spotlight 
By  Michelle  Locke 
Associated  Press 
Nov.  15,  1999 

SAN  FRANCISCO  --  A faded  red  sign  painted  on  the  old  prison  walls  -- 
"INDIANS  WELCOME"  --is  about  the  only  evidence  of  those  days  30  years  ago 
when  a group  of  American  Indians  staked  a claim  to  national  recognition  on 
"the  Rock." 


The  group  clung  to  the  barren  slopes  for  19  months,  but  theirs  was  not 
the  first  attempt  bring  wind-raked  Alcatraz  Island  under  Indian  control. 

The  first  occupation  of  Alcatraz  happened  in  March  1964,  a year  after 
the  island's  famous  prison  closed.  It  lasted  four  hours  before  the  Coast 
Guard  moved  in.  There  was  a second  attempt,  also  short-lived,  Nov.  9,  1969. 

Eleven  days  later,  Richard  Oakes  and  about  100  other  Native  Americans 
hitched  midnight  boat  rides  from  nearby  Sausalito  and  landed,  claiming  a 
discoverer's  right  to  the  island  "for  as  long  as  the  rivers  run  and  the 
sun  shall  shine." 

They  offered  to  buy  the  island  with  glass  beads  and  red  cloth. 

Overnight,  the  occupiers,  "Indians  of  All  Tribes,"  became  a cause 
celebre. 

lane  Fonda  donated  generators.  The  restaurants  of  Fisherman's  Wharf 
arranged  Thanksgiving  dinner. 

Blessed,  at  first,  with  electricity  and  a water  barge  left  by  the 
Government  Services  Administration,  which  had  authority  over  the  island, 
the  occupiers  set  up  housing,  a school,  a clinic,  even  a sweat  lodge. 

They  demanded  a deed  to  the  island,  where  they  wanted  to  establish  an 
Indian  university,  a cultural  center  and  a museum. 

Government  officials  refused  but  shied  away  from  direct  confrontation, 
deciding  instead  to  hunker  down  for  a waiting  game. 

A radio-television  broadcast  student  began  broadcasting  island  updates  - 
- "Radio  Free  Alcatraz"  --  from  a transmitter  donated  by  Berkeley 
community  radio  station  KPFA. 

For  a while,  the  occupation  was  big  news.  Public  support  helped  keep 
food  and  water  flowing. 

Then,  the  movement  started  to  crumble.  Some  of  the  college  students  went 
back  to  school;  some  of  the  newcomers  didn't  share  the  ideals  of  the 
original  occupiers.  Oakes  left  the  island  after  his  13-year-old 
stepdaughter  fell  down  a stairwell  and  died. 

Meanwhile,  the  government  shut  off  power  and  removed  the  water  barge. 
Shortly  after  that,  fire  broke  out  and  several  historic  buildings  were 
destroyed . 

On  Dune  11,  1971,  after  months  of  negotiations,  a landing  force  of 
federal  agents  took  the  last  15  people  off  the  island. 

The  occupiers  of  Alcatraz  didn't  get  to  keep  the  island.  They  got 
something  bigger  --  national  attention  for  what  was  happening  to  American 
Indians . 

"We  were  the  statistics  America  was  talking  about  --  the  44-year  life 
expectancy,  all  this  stuff,"  recalled  Dohn  Trudell,  the  voice  of  Radio 
Free  Alcatraz. 

After  Alcatraz,  the  American  Indian  movement  grew,  spawning  more  than  70 
other  occupations. 

"They  inspired  a young  generation  of  American  Indian  activists  to  go  on 
to  do  great  things,"  said  Troy  Dohnson,  a professor  of  history  at 
California  State  University-Long  Beach,  who  wrote  a book  about  the 
occupation.  "American  Indian  people  would  not  be  where  they  are  today  if 
it  had  not  been  for  Alcatraz." 

Those  who  were  at  Alcatraz  went  on  to  become  attorneys,  doctors, 
professors.  One,  Wilma  Mankiller,  became  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Trudell,  who  now  is  an  actor  and  poet  entertainer,  says  he  gained  much 
from  the  experience. 

"I  learned  how  we  could  function  as  a community,"  he  said. 

"Whatever  our  struggle  was  about,  whatever  it  is  about,  I learned  that 
it's  the  right  struggle." 
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Mailing  List: 


LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 


Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Below  is  the  press  release  from  yesterday's  AFN/NCAI  delegation  who  visited 
Leonard  in  prison  yesterday.  The  delegation  members  were  very  moved  by  the 
visit  and  impressed  with  Leonard  Peltier's  spirit.  They  are  now  more 
committed  than  ever  to  gaining  his  freedom.  Please  forward  this  to  your 
local  media.  Thank  you! 

— LPDC 

For  Immediate  Release: 

AFN  National  Chief  and  NCAI  Executive  Board  Member  Meet  With  Native 
Political  Prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier  In  Prison 

Phil  Fontaine,  the  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  (AFN)  of 
Canada  and  top  officials  of  the  National  congress  of  American  Indians  (NCAI) 
of  the  United  States  met  with  Native  American  activist  and  Indigenous  icon, 
Leonard  Peltier  inside  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary  in  Kansas  yesterday. 
The  two  groups  are  the  largest  Native  American  Organizations  in  North 
America,  representing  the  majority  of  tribes  on  the  continent. 

The  National  Chief  has  written  letters  to  both  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  William  Clinton,  and  the  Attorney  General,  Ms.  Janet  Reno, 
asking  them  to  act  on  this  case  and  release  Mr.  Peltier  from  prison.  "Mr. 
Peltier  has  been  incarcerated  for  an  incredible  amount  of  time  when  you 
consider  the  facts  of  the  case.  There  is  no  justification  for  keeping 
Leonard  imprisoned  any  longer.  Fie  must  be  freed  if  we  are  to  believe  that 
justice  in  America  is  fair  for  all",  added  National  Chief  Phil  Fontaine. 

The  AFN  is  meeting  with  lawyers  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  who  are 
deeply  involved  in  the  effort  to  obtain  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier.  They 
will  look  at  avenues  and  options  to  secure  his  freedom  in  the  short  term. 

Leonard  Peltier,  who  has  been  in  prison  for  almost  twenty-four  years,  is 
considered  by  Amnesty  International  to  be  a political  prisoner  who  should  be 
"immediately  and  unconditionally  released."  "Mr.  Peltier's  release  by  way 
of  parole  or  grant  of  clemency  is  essential  in  reaching  our  common  goals  of 
ending  injustices  against  all  indigenous  peoples,"  said  AFN  National  Chief 
Phil  Fontaine,  in  a recent  letter  of  support.  Mr.  Peltier  was  convicted  for 
the  first-degree  murders  of  two  FBI  agents  and  sentenced  to  two  consecutive 
life  sentences  in  one  of  the  most  controversial  trials  of  the  century. 
Supporters  say  he  is  innocent  of  the  crime.  Though  the  US  Government  says 
they  cannot  prove  who  actually  shot  the  agents,  they  claim  that  Mr. 

Peltier's  incarceration  is  justified. 

Call  the  White  Flouse  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Canadian  Media  Report  on  Peltier"  

Date:  Fri,  21  Jan  2000  16:06:58  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Canadian  Media  Report  on  Peltier 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

The  AFN/NCAI/LPDC  press  conference  in  Leavenworth,  KS  yesterday  was  well 
attended  by  local  media,  including  the  Associated  Press.  It  was  also 
attended  by  a CBC  journalist  from  Canada  who  published  the  following  report. 
If  anyone  comes  accross  other  stories  please  forward  them  to  the  LPDC. 

Thank  you. 

Canada  asked  to  help  free  native  activist 
WebPosted  Fri  Jan  21  09:55:37  2000 

LEAVENWORTH,  KAN.  - Lawyers  and  human  rights  groups  working  on  behalf  of 
Leonard  Peltier  say  Canada  is  helping  to  keep  an  innocent  man  in  prison. 
LINKS:  Websites  related  to  this  story 


Peltier  is  an  American  native  activist  who  was  found  guilty  of  murdering 
two  FBI  agents  during  a shootout  in  1975.  Canada  became  involved  in  the 
case  after  Peltier  fled  to  Alberta  and  was  extradited  to  the  U.S. 

His  lawyers  say  there's  evidence  the  FBI  used  improper  tactics  in 
extraditing,  investigating  and  trying  Peltier.  Those  working  to  free  Peltier 
complain  Canada  is  stubbornly  refusing  to  acknowledge  that. 

Canadian  authorities  turned  Peltier  over  to  the  U.S.  on  the  basis  of 

affidavits  supplied  by  the  FBI.  They  had  been  authored  by  a woman  who  said 

she  saw  him  shoot  the  FBI  agents. 

But  after  the  Canadian  court  decided  to  send  Peltier  back  to  the  U.S., 
the  woman  recanted,  said  she'd  been  coerced  by  the  FBI,  and  was  found  so 
unreliable  that  none  of  her  evidence  was  used  at  Peltier's  trial. 

He  was  convicted  on  circumstantial  evidence,  and  even  today  the  U.S. 
prosecutor  says  he  can't  say  for  sure  who  shot  the  FBI  agents. 

As  recently  as  last  October,  Federal  Justice  Minister  Anne  McLellan 
assured  U.S.  attorney  general  Janet  Reno  that  Canada  had  no  interest  in 
reopening  the  case. 

One  of  Peltier's  lawyers,  Jennifer  Harbury,  says  Canada  is  tarnishing  its 

image  as  a defender  of  human  rights.  She  says  Peltier  has  spent  24  years  in 

prison  for  a crime  he  didn't  commit. 

That  view  is  shared  by  Winnipeg  Lawyer  Hersh  Wolch.  He  won  freedom  for 
David  Milgaard  and  Wolch  has  been  hired  by  The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  to 
do  the  same  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

Curt  Petrovich  reports  for  CBC  Radio. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  16  Jan  2000  19:41:37  -0520 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Waldon,  Bruce  Lee 

#305-575 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  7/2/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Warren,  Robert 
26767  A-  1 - 7 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/59 
Ancestry:  Shawnee/Cherokee 


Vann,  Ernest  W. 

# 91B2531  W.C.F. 

3622  Wende  Rd,  PO  Box  1187 
Alden,  NY  14004-1187 
Date  of  Birth:  9/2/51 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Mohawk 

Vogel,  Vance  Alton 
143  Wren  Lane 
Florien,  LA  71429 

Wagner,  Patrick  Dwaine 

#194-920 

PO  Box  740 


Webb,  Terry  London,  OH  43140-0740 

#266-081  Date  of  Birth:  11/22/54 

PO  Box  511  Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/30/53 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

3anet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  17  3an  2000  23:49:35  -0800 
From:  Brabara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Dan  12,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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VOL.  XV.  FRIDAY,  Danuary  12,  1900  NUMBER  11 


I'LL  DO  WHAT  I CAN. 


Who  takes  this  for  his  motto,  "I'll  do  what  I can." 

Shall  better  the  world  as  he  goes  down  life's  hill: 
The  willing  young  heart  makes  the  capable  man. 

And  who  does  what  he  can  oft,  can  do  what  he  will. 
There's  strength  in  the  impulse  to  help  things  along 
And  forces  undreamed  of  will  come  to  the  aid 
Of  one  who,  thought  weak,  yet  believes  he  is  strong. 
And  offers  himself  to  the  task  unafraid. 

"I'll  do  what  I can"  keeps  the  progress-machine 
In  good  working  order  as  centuries  roll. 

And  civilization  would  perish,  I ween 
Were  not  those  words  written  on  many  a soul 
They  fell  the  great  forests,  they  furrow  the  soil 
They  seek  new  inventions  to  benefit  manj 


They  fear  no  exertion,  make  pastime  of  toil 
Oh,  great  is  earth's  debt  to  "I'll  do  what  I can". 
-ELLA  WHEELER  WILCOX. 


A SPLENDID  TALK. 

Rarely  has  the  student  body  and  others  of  our  school  been  so 
thoroughly  entertained  and  instructed  through  a plain  lecture,  as  on 
last  Thursday  night  when  Rev.  D.C.  Loughlin,  of  Newville,  spoke  so 
simply  and  earnestly  regarding  his  work  and  the  features  of  the  country 
and  people  in  the  part  of  China  where  he  has  been  laboring  as  a 
missionary  for  seventeen  years. 

He  had  a map  and  pointed  out  the  location  of  his  particular  field,  and 
described  the  difficulties  in  getting  there. 

The  extent  of  China  made  an  impression.  It  is  larger  than  United 
States,  and  over  400,000,000  of  people  are  therein. 

In  alluding  to  the  natural  features  of  the  country,  he  spoke  of  the 
highest  mountains  in  the  world,  which  are  there;  the  immense  rivers,  the 
great  man-made  wall  - one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  world,  which  has 
stood  2000  years,  is  fifteen  feet  through  at  the  bottom  and  ten  at  the 
top,  and  so  steep  as  it  passes  over  some  of  the  mountains  that  it  seems 
to  stand  on  end. 

The  grand  canals  and  great  cities  were  noted,  and  he  told  how 
railroads  and  telegraphs  that  are  working  into  the  country,  and  how  the 
Chinaman's  doctrine  of  luck  vanishes  in  the  face  of  these  up  to-date 
institutions,  which  are  being  forced  upon  them. 

The  story  was  not  altogether  new  but  was  told  in  a manner  that 
impressed . 

The  characteristics  of  the  Chinaman,  and  his  manner  of  living,  show 
the  great  need  to  missionary  work  there.  Some  of  the  Chinese  live  like 
pigs.  Their  houses  have  earthen  floors  and  they  are  over  crowded.  They 
are  poor  and  cannot  afford  to  live  better. 

The  Chinaman  has  brain  power,  but  one  of  his  natural  traits  is 
dilatoriness.  They  have  duplicity  and  are  steeped  in  ways  that  are 
dark.  They  do  not  consider  it  such  a sin  to  lie,  as  to  be  found  out  in 
a lie.  They  are  selfish  and  will  not  help  each  other  in  distress. 

In  speaking  of  the  good  characteristics  of  Chinamen  he  said  they  are 
affable,  approachable  and  industrious. 

The  people  of  the  interior  are  better  than  those  in  the  large  cities 
like  Canton.  If  there  is  work  to  do  the  Chinaman  will  do  it.  The 
Chinese  Government  is  corrupt  and  oppressive,  and  the  wonder  is  that 
they  are  not  rebellious  all  the  time. 

But  China  is  on  the  move  forward. 

They  are  a great  body  of  people  and  it  will  be  hard  to  stop  them  if 
they  get  started  in  any  one  direction.  China  is  bound  to  make  its 
impress  upon  the  world  in  time. 


Superintendent  Myers,  of  Ft.  Simcoe,  again  favors  us  with 
subscriptions  from  his  pupils.  His  gardener,  he  says,  is  an  Indian  and 
"a  mighty  good  man  is  he."  Would  that  all  friends  of  the  Indian  who  say 
that  the  only  good  one  is  a dead  one,  could  read  Mr.  Myers'  words. 


Ex-typo,  John  Webster,  who  married  not  long  since,  and  is  living  away 
from  his  people,  the  Oneidas,  writes  that  he  is  teaming  for  a man  who  is 
running  a city  dray  and  bus  line  in  Walker,  Minnesota.  He  frequently 
drives  the  bus  from  the  station  in  town. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 


boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price:  --  10  Cents  per  Year 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


The  Red  Man,  mailed  next  Monday,  the  15th,  will  contain  as  leading 
editorials  "The  Logic  of  Missions";  "The  Ethnologist  and  the  Indian"; 
"Passing  of  the  Wild  West;"  "The  Examination  Fetich,"  and  a column  of 
spirited  editorial  squibs  on  the  "Advertising  of  Indian  nationality," 
"The  Intermingling  of  Races,"  and  so  forth.  There  will  be  a selected 
poem  of  merit  and  an  interesting  original  story  from  Frances  Sparhawk, 
on  2nd  page.  Dr.  Merrill  E.  Gates,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Indian 
Commissioners,  favors  this  issue  with  some  rich  experiences  told  in  an 
interesting  way,  of  his  trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast  with  Major  and  Mrs. 
Pratt,  last  summer  and  of  several  Indian  reservations  visited.  There 
will  be  a page  devoted  to  selected  articles  - "Scissors  and  Paste." 
Another  page  of  Indian  Folk  Tales,  by  our  own  pupils  of  the  Inior  Class, 
will  be  an  entertaining  feature.  A page  is  devoted  to  "Everyday  Dopings 
at  Carlisle,"  and  there  is  a column  or  so  of  personals  regarding  field 
changes.  An  article  from  the  pen  of  ex-Agent  William  Burgess  on  an  an 
"Absurd  Misrepresentation"  is  worthy  of  note,  and  there  are  football 
comments  on  the  last  notable  game  played  with  Berkley,  on  Christmas  Day, 
as  well  as  other  interesting  notes  and  suggestions.  Subscription  price, 
fifty  cents;  Single  copy  5 cents.  Red  Man  and  HELPER  to  one  address, 
for  a year,  55  cents. 


The  school  is  pained  to  learn  of  the  death  of  Isabel  Spenser  Freeland, 
of  Philadelphia,  whose  friendship  for  the  Indians  and  for  Carlisle  has 
been  attested  in  her  popular  parlor  talks  to  ladies  upon  literary, 
scientific,  historical  and  social  topics,  as  well  as  in  her  social 
mingling  with  people  in  general.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Mrs. 
Freeland  was  a guest  at  our  Commencement  a few  years  ago  and  spoke  at 
the  Wednesday  evening  meeting  from  the  platform.  She  was  a faithful 
friend  to  the  Carlisle  idea  and  to  the  Carlisle  publications,  especially 
the  little  HELPER  which  she  took  pleasure  in  introducing  to  many 
excellent  people,  who  have  been  brought  into  touch  with  our  work.  The 
school,  the  Indian  and  a large  circle  of  dear  friends  mourn  her  death, 
while  the  country  loses  a noble  and  lovable  character,  whose  mission  was 
to  do  good  and  to  lead  others  to  lofty  spheres  of  mental  and  spiritual 
attainment . 

A very  interesting  letter  from  our  Apache  soldier  boy,  now  in  Cuba, 
has  been  received.  It  has  been  almost  a year  since  he  left  us  to  join 
the  army,  but  he  says  it  seems  but  a few  months.  The  days  are  very  warm 
in  Cuba,  but  the  nights  are  cold,  requiring  more  than  two  blankets  to 
keep  warm.  He  speaks  of  the  flowers,  fruits,  snakes  and  poisonous 
insects,  and  says  he  will  catch  one  of  the  big  snakes  measuring  from  16 
to  20  feet  in  length  some  of  these  days,  and  bring  back  the  skin.  There 
were  two  Indian  boys  in  his  company,  one  from  Philadelphia.  That  poor 
boy  died.  They  have  inspection  every  Friday  morning,  and  are  obliged  to 
keep  clean.  They  had  good  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  dinner.  He 
promises  to  send  his  picture  before  long  but  says  it  takes  five  dollars 
to  get  a dozen  taken.  His  address  is  Paul  Teenah.  "I"  Troop,  8th  U.S. 
Cavalry,  Puerto  Principe,  Cuba. 

The  December  Chemawa  American,  published  at  the  Indian  School  near 
Salem,  Oregon,  contains  a number  of  interesting  items  and  a Christmas 


Song,  by  Mrs.  Campbell,  who,  at  one  time,  was  musical  directress  at  our 
school.  We  see  that  they  have  a literary  society  called  the  Estelle 
Reels,  named  no  doubt,  in  honor  of  the  Superintendent  of  all  Indian 
Schools,  Miss  Estelle  Reel.  Then  too  we  see  that  the  sun  has  been 
shining  there  every  day  for  a week,  which  appears  to  be  an  incident 
worthy  of  note  in  that  section  of  the  country.  The  last  fifty  words  of 
the  paper  were  these,  and  they  are  well  worth  reading:  "The  person  who 
will  spit  upon  the  floor,  or  on  the  stairs,  or  on  the  side  walk  or  any 
place  else,  where  others  will  be  obliged  to  see  it  when  passing  by,  is 
certainly  a very  low  down,  coarse  and  uncultivated  being,  no  matter 
whether  he  is  white,  red  or  black." 

Mrs.  Pratt  has  a letter  from  a cousin,  Mrs.  Howard,  who  lives  on  a 
fruit  ranch  in  Southern  California.  They  have  just  shipped  20  tons  of 
fine  peaches,  and  have  quantities  of  plums  and  other  fruit  besides.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  this  cousin's  mother,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Fox,  is  the 
aunt  Mrs.  Pratt  visited  last  summer.  She  is  in  her  hundredth  year, 
retaining  remarkable  powers  of  hearing  and  seeing.  Her  eye  is  clear  and 
penetrating  and  she  is  as  able  to  move  about  as  any  member  of  the 
family.  Let  us  all  go  to  California! 

Mr.  Richard  Heyl,  our  newly  formed  Apache  friend,  who  has  been  for 
years  at  work  for  himself  in  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Shops,  at  Camden, 
has  written  the  Major  a very  appreciative  letter  since  his  return  to 
work  after  a brief  holiday  visit.  He  says  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Heyl 
has  arrived  from  Porto  Rico.  His  memories  of  Carlisle  are  vivid  and  his 
good  wishes  for  all  whom  he  met  are  earnest  and  sincere. 

Miss  Hyde  of  Ware,  Mass.,  who  visited  the  school  at  the  time  of  the 
anniversary  occasion  has  been  very  ill,  following  the  illness  and  death 
of  her  aunt  Mrs.  William  Hyde  with  whom  she  made  her  home.  We  are  glad 
to  be  able  to  report  that  our  esteemed  friend  is  improving. 
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The  days  are  perceptibly  longer. 

Mrs.  Esther  Miller  Dagnett,  is  teaching  in  No.  4. 

Lon  Spieche  is  a drummer  that  everyone  admires. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  been  butchering  at  the  near  farm. 

"Because  I Love  You,"  appears  to  be  a favorite  song. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  returned  to  Wilson  College,  on  Monday. 

Manager  Pew,  of  New  York  City,  was  here  this  week  on  business. 

Miss  Emma  Shaner,  of  Shippensburg,  has  entered  the  teaching  force. 

Skating  was  fine  the  early  part  of  the  week,  after  a thaw  and  a 
freeze-up. 

Master  Hobart  Cook  has  returned  to  school  at  Bustleton,  near 
Philadelphia . 

Frank  Keiser  has  returned  from  Chicago  and  has  entered  business 
college. 

The  Band  went  to  play  at  the  Scotland  Orphan  School,  up  the  valley 
last  evening. 

Dason  N.  Betzinez  has  left  Colony,  O.T.  and  gone  to  live  with  his 
people  at  Ft.  Sill. 

Ollie  Slack  who  has  been  in  the  hospital  for  several  weeks  has 
returned  to  her  school  work. 

The  removing  of  some  old  apple  trees  to  make  room  for  others  was  a 
good  move  on  Mr.  Bennett's  part. 

Mr.  Dames  Wheelock  has  returned  from  his  tour  with  the  Dickinson 
College  Orchestra  and  Glee  Club. 

Have  you  seen  the  full  page  illustrated  article  in  the  San  Francisco 
Examiner,  by  our  old  pupil  Elijah  Brown? 

When  we  are  too  high  and  mighty  to  do  our  have-to-be-done  work  well, 
it  is  time  for  us  to  receive  a few  lessons  in  humility. 

As  we  go  to  press  the  sleet  is  laying  a splendid  foundation  for  snow 
and  sleighing.  Good  bye  skating  for  a few  days! 

A ten  minutes'  prayer  meeting  was  established  last  week  at  the  girls' 
quarters,  the  girls  meeting  in  Mrs.  Dorsett's  room  immediately  after 
breakfast . 

Miss  Mclntire  and  Miss  Newcomer,  visit  the  Invincibles,  tonight;  Mr. 


Hudson  and  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Standards;  Mr.  Dames  Wheelock  and  Mr.  Simon 
the  Susans. 

On  Saturday  last,  from  three  to  five,  Mrs.  Dorsett  gave  a "thimble" 
party  to  a few  of  the  girls.  A short  story,  games  and  refreshments  were 
the  order  of  the  entertainment. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  by  the  Standards  last  Friday 
evening:  President,  Frank  Beaver;  Vice  President,  Herman  Niles; 
Secretary,  Dohn  Allen;  Corresponding-Secretary,  Dohn  Allen; 
Corresponding-Secretary,  Frank  Teeple;  Sargeant-at-arms,  George  Ferris; 
Critic,  Frank  Beale;  Musical-manager,  Abram  Isaac. 

Phebe  Doxtator  and  Clara  Miller  left  us  on  Tuesday  for  Hatboro.  Phebe 
becomes  a member  of  Mrs.  McNair's  family  and  Clara  goes  to  Mrs.  Field. 

On  the  same  morning  Lizzie  Terrance  left  for  Landenburg  to  take  Lena 

Schanandoah ' s place  with  Mrs.  Sharpless,  and  Tawny  Owl  went  to  Mrs.  Herr 

at  Moorestown,  N.D.  to  take  the  place  of  Louisa  Cornelius. 

Mrs.  Livingston,  of  California,  is  teaching  a new  system  of 
dressmaking  to  our  girls. 

Leander  Gansworth,  class  '96,  belongs  to  a Glee  Club  in  Booneville, 
N.Y.  where  he  is  at  work  in  a printing  office. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  has  given  Mrs.  Wood  Allen's  "Almost  a Woman"  to  some  of 
the  older  girls.  The  question  has  been  asked,  "Why  not  place  'Almost  a 
Man'  in  the  hands  of  our  boys?" 

Mr.  Reed,  from  Loomis,  Washington,  a friend  of  George  Moore,  called  at 
the  school  on  Friday  last.  He  was  well  pleased  with  all  that  he  saw  and 
said  that  he  would  take  back  a good  report. 

Miss  Botsford,  well  known  at  Carlisle,  she  having  been  one  of  our 
number  in  years  gone  by,  resigned  her  position  as  Superintendnet  of  the 
Pottawatomie  Indian  School,  Kansas,  and  is  teaching  one  of  the  Public 
Schools  in  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa,  where  she  went  in  the  Fall. 

Mr.  Charles  Dagnett  who  finished  at  Eastman's  Business  College 
Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.,  returned  and  has  been  employed  in  the  Major's  office 
to  help  get  off  the  quarterly  papers.  He  has  now  gone  on  a visiting 
tour  among  pupils  on  farms. 

Rev.  Dohn  Eastman,  who  was  summoned  from  Washington,  D.C.  to  the 
bedside  of  his  sick  brother.  Dr.  Eastman,  returned  to  Washington  on 
Tuesday.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  are  cultured  Indians. 

Miss  McAdam  who  in  October  lost  her  youngest  brother  by  yellow  fever 
while  he  was  in  charge  of  the  hospital  at  Key  West,  is  now  at  her  home 
in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa.  Her  brother  had  not  long  before  been  appointed 
Asst.  Surgeon  in  the  Marine  Service,  and  his  death  was  the  second  one  in 
the  family  within  four  months. 

Mrs.  Ewbank  has  been  transferred  from  the  Carlisle  force  to  the  Indian 
school  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan.  She  goes  as  head  matron.  Mrs.  Ewbank 
has  made  many  good  friends  in  her  few  months  stay  at  Carlisle,  all  of 
whom  wish  her  well. 

Dr.  Charles  Eastman,  reported  last  week  as  being  ill  with  double 
pneumonia,  was  so  low  last  Saturday  night  that  there  were  almost  no 
hopes  of  his  recovery.  He  had  come  through  the  pneumonia  admirably,  but 
the  heart  action  and  stomach  condition  which  followed  were  alarming. 

His  brother,  the  Rev.  Dohn  Eastman,  who  was  in  Washington,  was 
telegraphed  for,  and  came  on  Sunday.  About  the  time  he  arrived,  a 
change  for  the  better  took  place,  and  the  Doctor  is  now  steadily 
improving,  with  every  prospect  of  getting  well.  At  this  good  news  his 
many  friends  will  rejoice  and  we  trust  that  no  serious  back-set  will 
befall  him.  Dr.  Diven  and  nurse.  Miss  Barr  deserve  large  credit  for 
their  skill  and  untiring  service  in  his  behalf. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Hallowell,  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  who  has  done 
missionary  work  for  the  Presbyterian  Church  among  the  Mission  Indians 
called  on  Tuesday.  She  knew  a number  of  California  people  we 
Carlisleians  are  acquainted  with,  and  the  visit  was  mutually  enjoyed. 

Dr.  Hallowell  is  a woman  of  great  force  and  thinks  that  the  Carlisle  way 
of  bringing  the  Indians  into  active  life  with  the  people  they  emulate  is 
right . 
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[illustration] 


ANCIENT  MEXICAN  CART. 


Such  cumbersome  and  unsightly  vehicles  for  transportation  as  the 
above,  are  still  used  by  some  of  the  Indians  of  the  South  West  on  the 
Sante  Fe  route  to  California. 


INDIAN  STOLIDITY  NOT  ALWAYS  STUPIDITY. 


The  story  which  has  not  the  faintest  shadow  of  truth  to  it,  started 
recently  by  the  Detroit  Journal,  that  some  Indians  "graduates  of 
Government  schools,"  had  bound  a captive  to  a stake,  and  the 
conventional  happy  thought  struck  the  man  who  was  to  be  burned: 

"If  you  burn  me  the  sun  will  be  darkened  tomorrow, " and  the  educated 
Indian's  reply: 

"You  will  find,  if  you  calculate  the  parallax  to  the  forty-third 
decimal,  that  the  eclipse  does  not  take  place  until  day  after  tomorrow, " 
has  its  counterpart  in  an  incident  told  to  a Pawnee  Indian  school  boy 
who  was  detailed  to  assist  the  Agency  physician  in  his  office. 

The  boy  continued  with  the  physician  for  a year  but  was  never  heard  to 
utter  a word  of  English. 

The  doctor  thought  of  course  that  the  Indian  understood  no  English, 
and  he  was  often  inconvenienced  by  awkward  attempts  to  make  his 
directions  plain  through  the  sign  language. 

His  gesticulations  seemed  to  be  understood,  however,  for  all  duties 
were  satisfactorily  performed. 

One  day,  after  a busy  season  with  some  Indians,  the  boy  sat  quietly 
looking  at  the  labels  upon  the  bottles  in  the  dispensary. 

"Doctor!"  said  he  finally. 

The  startled  physician  who  had  been  used  to  quiet  when  the  two  were 
alone,  turned  toward  the  unusual  sound  and  said: 

"What's  the  matter?" 

"Will  you  please  inform  me,"  said  the  boy, "why  pharmacists  label  their 
bottles  in  Latin?" 


About  39  of  the  Laguna,  New  Mexico,  boys  have  been  working  on  the 
railroad  in  Arizona,  writes  John  Sawi,  and  he  has  been  among  them. 


MEN  WHO  SUCCEED  AND  WHY  THEY  DO. 


Rabbi  Joseph  Krausopf  preached  to  the  young  people  of  his 
congregation,  last  Sunday,  in  Philadelphia,  and  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  can  but  wish  that  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth 
could  have  heard  his  stirring  words. 

"No  matter  what  your  future  success,"  he  said,  "even  though  it  should 
wholly  differ  from  what  you  may  desire  or  fancy  today,  prepare  for  it 
nevertheless  today  for  there  are  certain  principles  that  are  fundamental 
with  every  true  success,  such  as, 
a healthy  body, 
a healthy  soul, 
a feeling  heart, 
a clean  conscience, 
a well-stocked  mind, 

a well-trained  eye,  and  ear,  and  hand, 
a well-grounded  faith  in  God, 

and  a well-experienced  regard  for  His  moral  law. 

These  are  the  fundamentals  of  every  true  success,  be  it  that  of  a 
ruler  or  warrior  or  scholar,  of  scientist  or  merchant  or  mechanic. 

THE  GOAL  BEFORE  ONE. 

"It  is  an  ideal  then,  an  aim,  a GOAL  that  you  must  set  before  you  at 
once,  not  so  much  as  to  what  you  are  to  be  and  do,  but  that  you  be  and 
do  SOMETHING,  that  you  cultivate  those  virtues  and  traits  and  habits 
that  are  essentials." 


Our  former  teacher  Mr.  Hendren,  is  still  in  South  Dakota  and  enjoys 
the  weekly  visits  of  the  HELPER,  which  keeps  him  and  Mrs.  Hendren  in 
touch  with  the  work  of  the  school.  He  sends  congratulations  on  our 
growth  in  numbers  as  well  as  in  every  other  line.  They  have  been 
greatly  favored  with  fine  weather  in  Dakota,  this  fall.  Among  the 
redeeming  features  of  the  West  is  its  general  healthfulness.  He  says  he 
has  entirely  regained  his  health  but  otherwise  he  is  not  specially  in 
love  with  that  part  of  the  country. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  14  letters. 

My  12,  5,  11,  14,  13  is  what  some  boys  like  to  do  to  cats. 

My  2,  1,  3,  4 is  what  our  football  boys  do  not  often  have  to  say. 

My  6,  7,  8,  10,  9 are  what  rude  people  do  not  eat  with  at  table  even 
though  they  have  them,  and  they  are  made  to  eat  with. 

My  whole  is  an  instrument  more  in  demand  about  now  by  the  average 
Carlisle  Indian  boy  than  any  other  small  tools. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Thank  yous. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : Running  Wild  and  Free"  

Date:  Sat,  06  Mar  1999  20:14:56  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : running  wild  and  free.. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Running  free  and  wild 

It  was  a few  years  ago  now  about  this  time  of  the  year  I had  a chance 
to  go  out  for  the  day  with  the  some  Ute  cowboys  I know.  The  BLM  had  set 
up  a wild  horse  roundup  in  Eastern  Utah.  I was  doing  some  title  search 
work  and  found  myself  one  morning  riding  out  with  the  wranglers  who 
would  be  catching  and  rounding  up  the  horses  for  their  adoption 
program. 

There  has  been  much  made  of  the  horses,  some  believe  that  these  wild 
horses  needed  to  be  removed  from  the  land  because  of  overgrazing  and 
inbreeding.  Others  believe  that  they  should  stay  where  they  are  and  run 
free.  I am  not  sure  about  the  debate  but  I guess  someone  should  ask  the 
horses  I heard  one  person  say. 

I found  myself  riding  out  and  we  headed  to  a place  known  as  Moon  Water 
Point,  way  out  in  the  middle  of  nowhere  with  undulating  hills  that 
dropped  into  the  valleys  and  canyons  surrounding  the  Green  River  some 
fifty  miles  north  of  Green  River,  Utah  on  the  Uintah  and  Ouray 
Reservation . 

The  wranglers  were  private  contractors,  and  some  were  employees  with 
the  BLM,  the  rest  were  from  the  Ute  Tribe  Fish  & Game  Department,  they 
were  easy  to  tell  because  they  were  the  Indians,  Art  Cesspooch,  Everett 
Manning  and  others.  Everyone  was  anticipating  the  round  up.  I had  heard 
that  a helicopter  was  out  early  that  morning  gathering  the  horses.  We 
had  been  on  the  road  for  about  21/2  hours  over  a long  windy  dirt  road 
when  we  got  to  Moon  Water  Point. 

The  trucks  and  trailers  used  by  the  wranglers  were  off  the  hill  out  of 
site  and  we  parked  there  in  the  brush  and  walked  up  the  hill  to  the  top 
of  the  bench.  On  top  there  was  a brush  line  setup  in  a V to  funnel  the 
horses  into  a make  shift  corral  that  had  three  sides  dropping  of  the 
bench  like  a cliff  dropping  off  steeply  and  the  brush  hid  a portable 
fence  set  up  to  hold  the  horses. 

The  guys  there  had  been  there  for  a few  days  gathering  the  horses  and 
were  set  to  catch  them  there.  I spoke  with  the  Ute  cowboys  there  and 
they  were  a hardy  stock,  rough  and  ready.  I have  heard  they  pride 


themselves  as  horseman,  those  Utes,  I did  not  hear  anyone  say  it,  but 
they  seemed  to  know  the  animals  and  this  area  was  their  land.  In 
speaking  with  them  some  did  not  agree  with  the  roundup  of  these  horses. 
These  were  the  last  remaining  part  of  them,  their  people  that 
represented  their  former  life  as  the  People  of  the  Shining  Mountains 
who  were  born  on  horses  and  roamed  all  over  these  lands  from  Denver  to 
Salt  Lake.  I could  sense  their  feeling  but  they  were  there  to  do  a job 
and  so  they  were  waiting  for  the  horses  to  get  there. 

Everyone  mounted  up  and  headed  out  moving  off  the  bench  to  the  North 
and  in  the  distance  you  could  hear  the  herd  of  wild  horses  coming  this 
way.  You  could  see  them  off  in  the  distance,  kicking  up  the  dust  and 
running  through  the  sage  brush,  they  were  running  in  groups  of  2 and  3 
with  others  of  4 and  5 running  alongside.  You  see  they  travel  and  live 
in  small  groups  to  be  able  to  forage  the  high  and  low  areas  for  food. 
There  were  a group  of  4 and  5 year  old  stallions  eager  to  make  a place 
with  the  herd  but  they  can  not  live  together  and  so  they  break  off  in 
small  groups,  each  having  is  own  band.  The  helicopter  was  chasing  them 
from  behind  and  they  were  all  running  together. 

They  were  assorted  colors,  magnificent,  their  legs  flying  and  moving 
with  a grace  of  years  of  running  through  sagebrush  and  these  lands. 

This  was  their  place  and  we  were  the  interlopers.  Their  nostrils  were 
flaring,  their  manes  and  tails  blowing  in  the  wind.  There  must  have 
been  35  to  40  of  them  coming. 

They  came  and  ran  up  by  us  onto  the  bench  at  full  speed,  galloping  past 
with  a beauty  and  grace  that  took  me  back  a hundred  years  and  then  we 
were  in  the  chase,  behind  them.  The  horses  we  were  on  got  caught  up  as 
kindred  spirits,  losing  their  domestication  to  go  with  the  their  roots, 
to  be  wild  and  free.  The  horses  went  into  the  V,  the  funnel.  The  lead 
stallion  was  black,  a large  horse,  beautiful  in  his  long  strong 
strides,  he  led  them  in.  The  group  was  going  full  tilt,  all  of  them 
went  in.  The  guys  hiding  in  the  brush  gate  quickly  closed  the  gate 
behind  them,  the  horses  were  corralled.  There  was  a quarter  mile  of 
room  in  there  for  them  to  settle  down. 

The  lead  horse  didn't  slow  down  and  we  all  watched  as  he  continued  to 
run  to  the  edge  of  the  point  to  where  the  land  dropped  off.  All  of  the 
horses  were  running  behind  him  at  a full  gallop.  What  was  he  doing,  he 
was  going  to  fall  off,  straight  to  his  death  and  take  some  of  the 
others  with  him.  The  enclosure  was  opened  and  the  wranglers  took  off 
after  him  to  rope  and  cut  him  from  the  main  group. 

We  were  watching  and  could  not  believe  it  when  he  jumped  off,  one  by 
one  the  whole  group  went  over  the  edge.  A sick  feeling  came  over  as  I 
saw  this,  it  would  be  a sad  day  this  day  to  see  all  of  them  laying  at 
the  bottom  of  the  drop,  there  was  probably  35  to  40  feet  to  the  bottom. 

I could  see  horses  with  broken  legs  and  all  sorts  of  things  went 
through  my  mind. 

We  rode  up  the  edge  and  looking  below  the  last  of  the  group  was 
bounding  down,  leaping  to  a large  rock  standing  apart  a ways  from  the 
drop  and  it  was  to  here  they  had  jumped  using  the  rock  as  a way  to  jump 
halfway  down  and  then  bouncing  off  it  as  it  were  to  drop  to  the  valley 
below  without  breaking  stride.  There  was  no  pause  and  they  were  running 
not  a one  injured  or  hurt,  all  had  made  it.  I stood  there  with  those 
Ute  wranglers..  The  guys  with  the  contractor  were  talking  about  the 
craziness  of  the  horses.  The  Indians  stood  there  apart,  all  of  us 
looking  and  without  saying  a word  it  was  clear  our  hearts  were  running 
with  them  as  they  disappeared  into  the  canyons  below,  running  free  and 
wild.  It  was  a taste  of  a life  left  behind,  our  spirits  went  with  them, 
go  horses,  go. . . 

"RE : Poem:  Monument  Valley"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Oct  1999  02:11:16  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Monument  Valley 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


monument  valley 

In  the  sandstone  of  high  mesas 

in  monuments  of  stone 

rising  high  above  me 

touching  the  sky 

here  they  wait 

the  holy  people  of  days  gone  by 

yo,  it  is  my  homeland 

I stand  before  it 

yo,  I am  one  with  it 

red  sandstone 

glowing  pink  at  sunset 

standing  in  the  changing  light 

in  shadows  I find  myself 

watching  the  colors  dance 

slowly  on  the  rock  they  move 

mythic  figures,  gods  and  yeis 

each  shadow  changing  light  and  life 

is  it  so 

light 

shadows 

sunset 

here  I stand 
alone 

let  the  dawn  find  me 

oh,  sweet  early  morning  light 

touch  me  forever 

let  the  cold  flow  from  me 

help  me  stand 

in  the  noon  day  sun 

radiant,  alive  and  in  peace 


give  me  life 


yea,  I sing  of  it 

let  there  be  light  where  I walk 

let  there  be  light  where  I have  gone 

let  there  be  light  in  all  that  I do 

there  in  cool  of  evening 

blue  silent  shadows  extending 

this  is  where  I stand 

let  the  fingers  of  Dawn  reach  out  to  me 

yasho  it  is  good 

yasho  it  is  life 

yasho  I am  one  with  it  all 

I have  survived  mountain 

I have  survived  mesas 

I have  survived  all  that  is  on  earth 

yasho,  I live 

I am  one  with  it 

the  sky 

the  trees 

the  earth 

I have  survived 

I have  survived 

I live 

I live 

John  Rustywire,  Navajo... 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  19  lan  2000  06:20:58  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  January  30- February  5 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

30 

The  stars,  na  hoku,  guide  me  at  night  --  they  show  me  the 
way  to  my  destiny. 

31 

The  will  of  my  ancestral  spirit,  my  'aumakua,  speaks  in  all 
that  I say  or  do. 


PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 


February  was  the  time  when  the  anae,  the  mullet,  spawned. 

1 

If  you  want  to  see  the  stars,  you  have  to  look  up! 

2 

In  the  first  golden  light  of  dawn,  nothing  is  impossible! 

3 

Music  is  the  key  to  the  inner  spirit. 

4 

My  feet  walk  the  paths  where  kings  have  gone. 

5 

For  every  ending,  there  is  always  another  beginning. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  16  January  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub  j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  19  Dec  1999  09:08:09  -0600 
From:  "lenapelady"  <ldef007@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Canadian  conference 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Decolonizing  Canadian  Educational  Foundations:  A Postcolonial  Challenge 
in  the  New  Millennium 
An  Aboriginal  Education  Symposium 

February  7 - 10,  2000 

Symposium  Summary 

This  symposium  explores  the  contours  of  colonialism  in  the  Canadian  policy 
environment  and  in  Canadian  educational  foundations.  It  will  seek  to  explain 
and  illustrate  how  Eurocentrism  creates  a colonial  consciousness  that 
envelops  and  binds  its  members,  creating  obstacles  for  change.  For  all 
those  attempting  to  create  an  Aboriginal  presence  and  space  in  institutions, 
the  symposium  will  examine  and  seek  to  displace  colonialism  and  its 
strategies,  in  its  examination  of  education,  with  an  emerging 
constitutional,  postcolonial  consciousness.  This  consciousness  is  unfolding 
an  Indigenous  renaissance  that  is  reclaiming,  restoring  and  renewing 
relationships  with  the  earth,  heritages  and  languages  and  stimulating  a new 
paradigm  and  intercultural  diplomacy.  Exploring  some  decolonizing  models, 
approaches  and  strategies  will  stimulate  our  imagination  and  creativity  for 
change  in  multiple  spaces. 

A High  Impact  Program  for: 


- Elected  leaders,  senior  managers,  politicians  from  Canadian  and  Aboriginal 
communities  who  seek  to  develop  a postcolonial  policy  environment  to  create 
an  equitable  Canadian  society. 

- Educators,  at  all  institutional  levels  who  are  forging  Aboriginal 
educational  or  professional  development  initiatives 

- Administrators  and  government  leaders  seeking  to  empower  Indigenous 
peoples  and  their  knowledge 

- First  Nations  school  board  members  and  other  community  leaders 
Symposium  Highlights 

- To  explore  and  understand  the  foundations  of  Eurocentrism  in 
knowledge 

production,  diffusion,  and  resistance 

- To  explore  decolonizing  theory  and  practice  for  empowering  First 
Nation  knowledge,  peoples,  and  education 

- To  hear  of  emerging  models  for  empowering  Aboriginal  epistemology  in 
education  and  sciences  (Indigenous  science  education  model/Alaskan 
Indigenous  Knowledge  Project) 

- To  imagine,  dream  and  create  postcolonial  strategies  for  Aboriginal 
education  and  institutions 

Faculty  Leader:  Dr.  Marie  Battiste  is  Professor  at  the  College  of  Education, 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  A Mi'kmaq  educator,  Marie  is  well  known  for  her 
research  interests  in  Aboriginal  languages,  epistemology,  curriculum, 
cognitive  imperialism  and  research  ethics.  Recent  publications  include: 
Reclaiming  Indigenous  Voice  and  Vision;  First  Nations  Education  in  Canada: 
The  Circle  Unfolds;  and  Protecting  Indigenous  Knowledge.  Her  research  and 
experience  working  in  First  Nations  schools  in  administration,  curriculum 
development,  and  Aboriginal  languages  have  provided  a solid  foundation  for 
addressing  the  postcolonial  challenges  for  the  next  century. 

Tuition:  $500  + GST=  $535 

Room  and  Meals:  $640  + GST  + Alberta  Hotel  Tax  = $703.80 
Tracy  Whattam  ~ Nisgaa  Nation 
Regional  Coordinator 

Coordinator,  1st  Nations  Support  Services  Metro  Region 

New  Westminster  Secondary  School 
Aboriginal  Education  Branch 

P: (604)517-6316 

F:  " 517-6204 

Email:  twhattam@helix.net 


Date:  Sun,  09  Ian  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Wed,  19  lan  2000  10:03:19  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Sub j : (FWD) REMINDER : Sovereignty  2000  Conference  Deadline  for 
Proposals  is  2/1/00....  (fwd) 

**  PLEASE  RE-CIRCULATE** 

♦♦CONFERENCE  PROPOSALS  DUE  2/1/00** 

UCSC's  Native  American  Studies  Research  Cluster  Presents 
SOVEREIGNTY  2000:  Locations  Of  Contestation  And  Possibility 
Friday,  May  19  and  Saturday,  May  20,  2000 
University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 
1156  High  Street,  Santa  Cruz  CA  95064 

This  conference  will  address  recent  attacks  against  indigenous 
sovereignty  struggles  in  the  Americas  and  the  Pacific,  including  those 
against  California  Indian  tribes  in  the  overturning  of  Proposition  5 
(re:  gaming),  UN  developments,  US  Supreme  Court  decisions,  property  rights, 
repatriation,  gender  equity,  and  the  media.  The  intent  of  the  conference 
is  to  provide  participants  with  the  understanding  of  not  only  the  history 
of  sovereignty  struggles  but  a forum  for  developing  strategies  to  face  the 
current  terrain  of  political  and  cultural  debate  about  sovereignty  issues. 

Friday,  May  19  includes  a series  of  critical  discussions  by  key  scholars, 
tribal  leaders,  and  activists,  including:  Dore  Bietz  (California  Indian 
Land's  Office);  lack  Forbes  (Lenape/Powhatan;  Professor  Emeritus,  Native 
American  Studies,  UC  Davis);  Debra  Harry  (Northern  Paiute;  Co-founder, 
Indigenous  Coalition  Against  Biopiracy);  Ines  Hernandez-Avila  (Nez 
Perce/Chicana;  Professor,  Native  American  Studies,  UC  Davis);  Marc  Macarro 
(Pechanga  Band  of  Luisano  Tribal  Chairman);  Malinda  Maynor  (Lumbee; 
Filmmaker);  Glenn  T.  Morris  (Shawnee;  Lawyer,  UC  Denver)  [tentative]; 
Mililani  Trask  (Native  Hawaiian;  Trustee,  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs); 
Hulleah  3.  Tsinhnah jinnie  (Dine/Seminole/Muscogee;  Photographer/Writer) ; 
Stefano  Varese  (Director  of  the  Indigenous  Research  Center  of  the  Americas 
and  Professor  of  Native  American  Studies,  UC  Davis);  Alfreda  Mitre  (Las 
Vegas  Paiute;  former  Tribal  Chairwoman  of  the  Las  Vegas  Paiute  Tribe; 
current  UCSC  student  support  staff  with  the  Educational  Opportunity 
Office)  will  serve  as  MC. 

Saturday,  May  20  will  include  a series  of  roundtable  and  panel  discussions 
with  a closing  keynote  address  (speaker  TBA) . Proposals  for  roundtable  and 
panel  presentations  --  both  group  and  individual  --  will  be  accepted 
through  February  1,  2000;  notifications  of  acceptance  and  final  conference 
programs  will  be  announced/published  March  1,  2000. 

Guidelines  for  Conference  Proposals:  Proposals  should  be  no  longer  than 
one  page  and  include  the  following  information:  your  name,  tribal/national 
affiliation,  mailing  address,  phone  number/FAX/email , presentation  title, 
and  AV  requirements.  You  can  email  the  proposal  to:  jmb0101@aol.com  or  send 
a hard  copy  to: 
loanne  Marie  Barker 
SOVEREIGNTY  2000 

c/o  History  of  Consciousness  Department 
University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 
Santa  Cruz,  California  95064 

Indigenous  organizations,  NGOs,  and  nations  are  invited  to  host  information 
tables.  Advanced  notice  required  to  ensure  space. 

Sponsors  to  date  include:  UCSC's  Center  for  Cultural  Studies,  Sociology 
Department,  Stevenson  College,  American  Studies  Department,  Art  Department, 
the  Student  Alliance  of  Native  American  Indians,  and  the  Educational 
Opportunity  Office.  If  you  would  like  to  be  a sponsor,  please  contact  Katy 
Elliot  at  the  Center  for  Cultural  Studies  at  cult@hum.ucsc.edu. 

For  any  additional  information  about  the  conference  or  to  receive  copies 
of  the  final  program  (available  after  March  1,  2000),  contact:  loanne  Marie 
Barker  (Lenape)  at  (831)  429-8208  [home];  (831)  459-3733  [fax];  or  at 
jmb0101@aol.com.  Check  out  the  conference  web  site  at: 
http: //www2 . ucsc . edu/people/jmbarker/Index. htm 


Date:  Mon,  24  Ian  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 


From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 
Sub j : listing 


April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Delaney,  Cherokee 
Host  Drum:  TBA 

Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans. 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Af ricans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 


Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) : 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Do  Anne  Steele;  MC:  lolo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
losh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Dunior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 


event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Flamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


From:  Montana's  Travel  Guide 
March 

1999  MSU-Billings  Annual  Inter-Tribal  PowWow 
3/19/99-3/20/99 
Billings,  Montana 
406-657-2561 
April 

Indian  Powwow-  MSU  Indian  Club 
4/2/99-4/3/99 
Bozeman,  Montana 
406-782-0461 

May 

Buffalo  Feast  & Powwow 
5/14/99-5/16/99 
St.  Ignatius,  MT 
406-745-2951 
Flathead  Reservation 

Great  Falls  Powwow 
5/28/99 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
406-761-3165 
Dune 

Red  Bottom  Celebration 

6/17/99-6/20/99 

Frazer,  Montana 

406-768-5557 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Badlands  Celebration 

6/25/99-6/27/99 

Brockton,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Little  Bighorn  Days 
6/23/99-6/28/99 
Hardin,  Montana 
406-665-1672 
Crow  Reservation 

101st  Annual  Arlee  Celebration 
6/30/99-7/4/99 
Arlee,  Montana 
406-745-4984 
Flathead  Reservation 
Duly 

Valley  of  the  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and  Rodeo 

7/1/99-7/5/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 


406-638-2601 
Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  River  Days 

7/3/99-7/5/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-448-2570 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

North  American  Indian  Days 
7/8/99-7/11/99 

Blackfeet  Tribal  Fairgrounds 
Browning,  Montana 
406-338-7179 
Blackfeet  Reservation 

Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow 
7/16/99-7/18/99 
Elmo,  Montana 
406-675-0160 
Flathead  Reservation 

Milk  River  Indian  Days 

7/22/99-7/25/99 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 

406-353-2901 

Fort  Belknap  Reservation 

Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 

7/23/99-7/25/99 

Flamilton,  Montana 

406-961-4705 

Flathead  Reservation 

Standing  Bear  Celebration 
7/24/99-7/26/99 
Poplar,  Montana 
406-768-3506 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
August 

Rocky  Boy's  Annual  Pow  Wow 
8/6/99-8/8/99 

Rocky  Boy's  Agency,  Montana 

406-265-4282 

Rocky  Boy's  Reservation 

Wadopana  Celebration 

8/6/99-8/8/99 

Wolf  Point,  Montana 

406-768-5131 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

121st  Commemoration  of  the  Big  Hole 
8/9/99 

Wisdom,  Montana 
406-689-3155 

Crow  Fair  Powwow  & Rodeo 

8/20/99-8/22/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration 
8/26/99-8/29/99 


Font  Kipp,  Montana 
406-768-5155 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
September 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Day  of  Flonor 
9/4/99 

Pryor,  Montana 
406-252-1289 
Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  Indian  Days 

9/4/99-9/6/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield  Pipe  Ceremony 
9/13/99 

Laurel,  Montana 
406-628-8105 

North  American  Indian  Alliance  Pow  Wow 

9/17/99-9/18/99 

Butte,  Montana 

406-782-0461 

Native  American  Awareness  Week 

9/20/99-9/24/99 

Pablo,  Montana 

406-675-0160 

Flathead  Reservation 

Last  Chance  Community  Pow-Wow 
9/24/99-9/26/99 
Helena,  Montana 
406-442-9267 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

ALBERTA 

Han  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Pincher  Creek,  AB. 

Napi  Pow  Wow,  Host  Drum: 

Eya-Hey-Nakoda-1999  Napi  Pow  Wow  Drum 
Champs.  Call  (403)627-4224,  Fax 
(403)627-2564. 

MANITOBA 

3an  28-30  Fri-Sun:  Brandon,  MB.  The  3rd 
Annual  First  Nation  Winter  Celebration. 

(204)855-2436. 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 


(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Tue,  11  Ian  2000  22:27:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Winter  2000  Pow  Wow  list 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 
>Southeast< 

Note  I:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have 
their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify 
dates ! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well.  In 
addition:  Due  to  a lack  of  time,  and  difficulty  involved  in  maintaining  such 
a broad-based  list,  I will  no  longer  actively  seek  to  obtain  listings  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  I will  occasionally 
continue  to  list  events  from  these  states  (and  others)  when  convenience 
allows . 

ru  rw  ru  \J  /V 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Now,  through  May:  Cotton  Blossom  Classroom  Cruises,  on  the  Cotton  Blossom 
Riverboat,  departing  from  the  docks  at  the  Mobile  Convention  Center,  Mobile. 
One  hour  and  one  & 1/2  hour  educational  cruises,  featuring  lectures  on 
ecology,  archaeology  and  history.  Hours  TBA.  Admission  charged.  Contact: 

Terri  Gresham  (334)  438-3060. 

Now,  through  Dune  26:  High  Stakes  Indian  Bingo,  at  the  Creek  Bingo  Palace  on 
the  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Reservation,  Atmore.  Each  Saturday  & Sunday  at 
1:00pm,  and  Mondays  at  5:00pm.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (800)  826-9121. 

Dan.  28-30:  Eagle  Awareness  & More,  at  Lake  Guntersville  & Doe  Wheeler  State 
Parks,  Guntersville.  An  organized  weekend  of  field  trips  & presentations 
revolving  around  the  wintering  population  of  Bald  Eagles  at  the  parks. 
Admission  charged.  Contact  Linda  Reynolds,  Park  Naturalist,  7966  Alabama  Hwy. 
227,  Guntersville,  AL  35976-9126  or  call  (256)  571-5444. 

Note:  For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau  of 
Tourism  and  Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA,  or  visit  online  at  www.touralabama .org.  For  pow  wow  listings 
and  information  on  Alabama's  state-recognized  Indian  tribes,  contact:  Alabama 
Indian  Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104 
or  call  (334)  242-2831. 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 


Han.  28-30:  Indian  River  Native  American  Festival,  at  Silver  Sands  Arena,  New 
Smyrna  Beach.  Info:  (904)  424-0860. 

Feb.  11-20:  Second  Annual  Brooksville  Pow  Wow  & Mountain  Man  Rendezvous, 
Mondon  Hill  Road  (off  Route  41  & Rte.  50),  Brooksville.  Sponsored  by  Ken 
Platt  & S.A.  Williams  Corp.  Daily  events  will  include: 

skillet/tomahawk/knife/horseshoe  throwing;  rock  chunking;  cider  drinking; 
blackpowder  rifle/pistol  & blowgun  shooting;  sack  & egg  races;  hoop  running, 
and  more.  Dress  for  all  traders  is  pre-1750.  Trader  fee  is  $75.00  for  the 
full  10  days.  Flag  raising  daily  at  7am;  traders  open  9am  - 9pm.  AD:  Jamie 
Nemeth.  ST:  Lady  Hawk;  FP:  Spirit  Warrior  & Dave  McCullen;  there  will  be  an 
open  drum  daily;  due  to  length  of  event,  HM  & HL  will  be  selected  daily  from 
participants.  There  will  be  Native  American  music,  arts  & crafts,  flint 
knapping,  cooking,  tanning,  weaving,  woodworking,  beading,  spear  & archery 
demonstrations,  and  more.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults;  $1.00  - students  & 
seniors  (over  65).  Info:  Billy  Rainwater  (352)  797-0324  or  Ken  Platt  (352) 
796-2335  or  Jamie  Nemeth  (352)  821-0256,  or  e-mail:  SpiritHawkTradrs@aol.com. 

Feb.  18-19:  Seminole  Tribal  Festival  & PRCA  Rodeo,  on  the  Brighton 
Reservation,  US  441  & Sterling  Road,  Hollywood.  Admission:  $10.00  - adults; 
$5.00  - students.  No  outside  food  vendors.  Booth  fee:  $350.00.  Native  traders 
only,  tribal  ID  required.  Exhibition  dancing/no  competition.  Deep  water 
alligator  wrestling  & snake  show.  Seminole  Indian  food,  golf  tournament, 
bowling  tournament.  Info:  (954)  967-3434  or  (800)  683-7800,  ext.  1305. 

Feb.  18-20:  St.  Augustine  American  Indian  Festival,  on  the  Festival  Field, 

St.  Augustine.  Info:  Frank  Moore  (813)  654-9158  or  (904)  756-7900. 

Feb.  25-27:  Vero  Beach  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Indian  River  County  Fairgrounds, 
58th  Ave.j  near  Kiwanis-Hobart  Park,  Vero  Beach.  Info:  (561)  778-8128  or 
(561)  567-1995  after  6pm. 


GEORGIA 

No  current  listings. 


KENTUCKY 

Ian.  15-16,  26-27,  & 29-30:  Bald  Eagle  Excursions,  at  Land  Between  the  Lakes, 
Golden  Pond.  Info:  (800)  525-7077. 


LOUISIANA 

Mar.  10-12:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Bogalusa  Sports  Complex, 
Avenue  B,  Bogalusa.  Hosted  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society.  HM: 
Spirit  Horse;  HL:  Frances  Dohnson;  H.  Little  Boy:  Trent  Dardar;  H.  Little 
Girl:  Paige  Chaisson;  HD:  Caney  Creek  Singers.  All  drums,  dancers,  staffs  & 
princesses  welcome.  Info:  Michelle  (504)  732-3484/fax:  735-8744  or  Frances 
(225)  675-6184,  or  e-mail:  okanowa@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Johnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Mar.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 
Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 


Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion, 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 


Feb.  19:  American  Indian  Center  of  St.  Louis  Pow  Wow,  at  Grants  Shelter, 
inside  Defferson  Barracks  Park,  St.  Louis.  Info:  (314)  773-3316/fax: 
773-3160,  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


OKLAHOMA 

Feb.  5:  Seminole  Nation  Honor  Color  Guard  Memorial  Dance  for  Matthew  Reed, 
Tecumseh  Square  Building,  Tecumseh.  MC:  Marvin  Alexander  (Seminole);  HM: 
Charlie  Harjo  (Seminole);  HL:  Mary  Carter  (Sac  & Fox/Kickapoo) ; HG:  Dustin 
Yearby  (Choctaw);  HD:  Rough  Arrow;  WS:  Wichita  Warrior  Society;  AD:  Madison 
Defferson  (Choctaw);  Co-host:  Shawnee  Elders.  Agenda:  1:00pm  - Gourd  Dancing; 
5:00pm  - Dinner  Served;  6:00pm  - Gourd  Dancing;  7:00pm  - Grand  Entry;  dancing 
until  whenever....  All  drums  welcome,  all  princesses  welcome.  Free  & open  to 
the  public.  Contests  for  Men's  Straight  & Men's  Fancy,  Women's  Cloth  & Dunior 
Boy's  Grass.  No  fee  for  arts  & crafts  booths,  but  donations  would  be 
appreciated.  Info:  Chebon  Mitchell  (405)  878-1283,  Dimmy  Dohnson  (918) 
656-3462,  or  Charlie  Harjo  (918)  756-7958. 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  Dames  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TENNESSEE 
No  current  listings. 


VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Feb.  5:  8th  Annual  Cherokee  Indian  Heritage  Day  & Sandhill  Crane  Viewing  Day, 
Hiwassee  Wildlife  Refuge,  Birchwood.  Info:  (423)  334-5850  or  (423)  499-3584. 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Dordan 


Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 


May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7009,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


TEXAS 

Feb.  19-20:  United  San  Antonio  Pow  Wow,  San  Antonio.  Info:  (210)  736-3702. 

Mar.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


VIRGINIA 

No  current  listings. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


ELSEWHERE 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 

Note:  updates  will  be  posted  as  more  information  becomes  available.  Spring 
listings  (for  March-April-May)  have  already  been  released,  and  are  being 
updated  with  new  information  as  it  becomes  available.  Updates  of  some  of  the 
Florida  events  in  this  issue  were  courtesy  of  Dimmy  Boy  Dial.  Wado,  oginali. 

Note  II:  after  Danuary  27th,  I may  not  be  reached  at  wanige@aol.com;  so  send 
further  correspondence  to  me  at  sablesage@webtv.net.  Thanks. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Danet  Smith,  Chris  Milda, 
Pat  Morris,  David  Seals,  Carol  Halberstadt  via  Robert  Dorman,  Robert  Dorman, 
Martha  E Ture,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Larry  Innes,  Barbara  Landis, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:25:19  2000 
Date:  Tue,  1 Feb  2000  19:46:34  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.006 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Blackfoot  canoe  drifting  sideways  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Indianz,  NatFilm,  Minnlnd, 
LPDC,  KOLA  & Triballaw  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup : alt . native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //www . newsday . com/ap/ rnmpmtlx . htm 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa .edu/archive/nn- dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 


because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 
text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"Treat  the  earth  well:  it  was  not  given  to  you  by  your  parents, 
it  was  loaned  to  you  by  your  children.  We  do  not  inherit  the 
Earth  from  our  Ancestors,  we  borrow  it  from  our  Children." 

Ancient  Proverb 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Date:  Sun,  30  Ian  2000  13:56:45  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Indian  forum  invites  candidates  to  come  here 
Mailing  List:  paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

Indian  forum  invites  candidates  to  come  here 

By  Dan  Mayfield  Albuquerque  Tribune  reporter  (1/25/2000) 

URL:  http://www.abqtrib.com/ 


Presidential  candidates  Bill  Bradley  and  Sen.  John  McCain  have  committed 
to  appear  at  a forum  in  Albuquerque,  part  of  an  American  Indian  tribal 
leaders  summit,  its  organizers  said. 

Leaders  from  tribal  governments,  American  Indian  organizations  and 
programs  have  been  invited  to  attend  the  forum  to  discuss  issues 
affecting  American  Indians  and  tribal  government  programs.  The  forum, 
called  the  American  Indian  Tribal  Leaders  Summit  and  Presidential 
Candidates  Forum  2000,  will  be  sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Chamber 
of  Commerce  on  Feb.  24  and  25  at  the  Wyndham  Hotel  Albuquerque. 


Vice  President  A1  Gore  has  provided  tentative  confirmation  to  attend,  and 
Texas  Gov.  George  W.  Bush  has  told  the  chamber  he  may  appear  with  48  hours 
notice.  Pat  Buchanan  and  other  third-party  candidates  have  also  been  sent 
invitations  to  attend  the  forum  but  have  not  responded. 

See  following  path  for  the  rest  of  the  story... 

URL : http://www.abqtrib.com/news/012500_forum. shtml 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  who  will  actually  accept  the  invitation  to 
appear  and  actually  show  up  ready  to  listen.  There  are  a lot  of  concerns 
in  Indian  Country.  There  have  been  many  promises  made,  with  almost  no 
follow  through. 

I,  for  one,  am  not  holding  my  breath,  but  it  will  be  incredibly  refreshing 
if  even  one  presidential  candidate  actually  takes  the  initiative  to  make 
issues  of  the  First  Peoples  national  priorities. 


Leonard  Peltier,  Big  Mountain,  the  death  of  western  salmon,  cavalier 
abuse  and  destruction  of  our  graves,  MISUSE  of  funds  by  the  BIA  are  all 
worthy  of  national  concern,  but  will  any  politician  offer  more  than  cute 
sound  bites  and  lip  service?  Let  us  all  pray  they  all  will,  in  realization 
that  we  are  really  all  related,  and  what  is  sent  out  does  come  back. 


I hope.  I pray.  I will  believe  only  when  it  actually  comes  to  be. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in 

Passing  of  Elder 
Petition  for  Redress 
Under  the  Treaty  of  1794 
Hopi-Flaudenosaunee: 

Sharing  Prophetic  Traditions 

Message  from  Leonard  Benally 

Hopi  Big  Mountain  Response 

Big  Mountain:  What's  Coming  Up  in  2000  - 

Ethnic  Cleansing  and 

Genocide  of  the  Flopi  People 

Blackfoot  Nation 

Big  Settlement  Means 

New  Start  for  Cayugas 
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Upcoming  Events 


'RE:  Passing  of  Elder" 


Date:  Thu,  27  Ian  2000  18:44:42  -0500 
From:  Rolland  Nadjiwon  <mikinak@mnsi . net> 
Sub  j : Passing  of  Elder 


I was  just  now  informed  that  Stewart  Etsitty-Nava jo-  of  Window  Rock 
passed  away  the  other  day.  Stewart  was  born  Dune  1910.  He  was,  for  a 
number  of  years,  a leader  and  activist  with  The  Native  American  Church. 
I have  worked  with  Stewart  in  a variety  of  organizations  and  on  various 
committees  for  the  past  thirty  years.  He  was  dedicated  in  his 
involvement  in  the  ways  and  struggles  of  our  nations  and  to  his  own 
people  the  Dene.  His  being  an  elder,  speaks  for  itself--he  was  90yrs  of 
age.  He  will  be  greatly  missed. 


wah jeh 

rolland  nadjiwon 


"RE : Petition  for  Redress  Under  the  Treaty  of  1794"  

Date:  Mon,  24  lan  2000  15:59:39  +0000 

From:  Chief  Marshal  Ho  So  No  Geh  Deh  <hfm@epix.net> 

To:  President  William  3 Clinton  <president@whitehouse.gov> 

Sub j : Petition  for  Redress  Under  the  Treaty  of  1794  at  Canandaigua 

To:  The  Honorable  William  D.  Clinton,  President  of  the  United  States: 

Sub j : Petition  for  Redress  Under  the  Treaty  of  1794  at  Canandaigua 

In  the  Treaty  of  1775,  at  the  formation  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  in 
Philadelphia,  the  founding  forefathers  guaranteed  that  the  United  States 
of  America  would  only  deal  with  the  Haudenosaunee  (Iroquois,  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations)  through  "the  mouth  of  the  Grand  Council"  as  mandated  by 
kaya  ne  hsae'  kona  (the  Great  Law,  the  Iroquois  League  Tradition). 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Haudenosaunee,  the  Ne'  Skahnhohwatsi ' kona 
naye'  hnihnhohwanuhna  ne'  hotiske'  aegehdah  ne'  Wa'  ha  ya ' dinyo'  da' 
Tionutowanehe  nu ' , known  as  The  Great  Black  Doors,  The  Doorkeepers  - He 
Who  Impounds  the  Body,  (modern  English  translation:  Haudenosaunee 
Federal  Marshals),  operate  as  a lawful  entity  of  the  Haudenosaunee  and 
are  recognized  framers  and  signatories  of  all  treaties,  specifically  the 
Treaty  of  1794  at  Canandaigua.  The  Haudenosaunee  Federal  Marshals, 
possess  a special  and  separate  authority;  they  are  first,  in  charge  of 
all  Law  Enforcement  Officials,  and  secondly,  appointed  Doorkeepers  to 
the  Confederacy  and  hence  the  persons  who  exercise  lawful  access  to  the 
Confederacy  in  general  and  the  Grand  Council  in  particular. 

We,  the  Hotiske'  aegehdah  ne'  Wa  haya'  dinyo'  da'  Tionutowaneha  no',  are 
that  'mouth'  and  do  hereby  formally  petition,  the  Honorable  William  J. 
Clinton,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  order  to  redress 
wrongs  against  the  Haudenosaunee  as  specified  under  Article  7 of  the 
Treaty  of  1794  at  Canandaigua,  to  wit: 

"Lest  the  firm  peace  and  friendship  now  established  should  be 
interrupted  by  the  misconduct  of  individuals,  the  United  States  and  the 
Six  Nations  agree,  that  for  injuries  done  by  individuals,  on  either 
side,  no  private  revenge  or  retaliation  shall  take  place;  but,  instead 
thereof,  complaint  shall  be  made  by  the  party  injured,  to  the  other;  by 
the  Six  Nations  or  any  of  them,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  superintendent  by  him  appointed;  and  by  the  superintendent,  or 
other  person  appointed  by  the  President,  to  the  principal  chiefs  of  the 

Six  Nations,  or  of  the  Nation  to  which  the  offender  belongs;  and  such 

prudent  measures  shall  then  be  pursued,  as  shall  be  necessary  to 
preserve  or  peace  and  friendship  unbroken,  until  the  Legislature  (or 
Great  Council)  of  the  United  States  shall  make  other  equitable  provision 
for  that  purpose." 

As  recorded  and  preserved  by  the  Two  Row  Wampum  under  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  and  Friendship,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  legal  agreements 
between  the  Haudenosaunee  and  the  United  States,  we  recall: 

"...The  Americans  said,  "We  shall  call  you  our  Brother  and  the  symbol 

of  this  covenant  is  a three  link  chain  which  binds  this  agreement  made  by 
us,  and  there  is  nothing  that  will  come  between  us  to  break  the  links  of 
this  chain ..." 

"...The  Haudenosaunee  replied,  "The  first  link  shall  stand  for 
friendship,  the  second  link  will  stand  for  our  good  minds,  and  the  third 
link  shall  mean  there  will  always  be  peace  between  us.  This  is  confirmed 
by  us."  and  "This  friendship  will  be  everlasting  and  the  younger 
generation  will  know  and  the  rising  faces  from  Mother  Earth  will  benefit 
from  our  agreement..." 

We  greatly  honor  this  Silver  Covenant  Chain,  which  in  our  spirits,  has 
not  been  broken.  However,  it  has  become  somewhat  spotted  and  stained, 
our  reason  for  this  petition.  We  must  be  cautious  in  our  behavior 
towards  one  another  as  the  Island  now  trembles  and  the  Wind  whistles 
from  almost  every  quarter  while  a Great  Black  Cloud  casts  its  shadow 
upon  us  trying  to  hold  back  the  light  of  Truth.  We  wish  to  fortify  our 


Minds  and  shut  oun  Ears  against  false  rumors,  that  we  may  be  cautious 
what  we  receive  for  Truth  unless  spoken  by  wise  and  good  men.  We  desire 
a free  and  mutual  intercourse  between  us  that  we  may  remove  every 
difficulty  that  lay  in  our  path,  so  as  to  remove  every  Thorn,  Briar  and 
Stone.  We  wish  to  renew  the  Silver  Covenant  Chain  with  you,  that 
together  we  may  brighten  and  clean  this  Chain  that  we  may  have  but  one 
Heart,  one  Head,  one  Eye  and  one  Mind. 

This  is  the  path  both  our  wise  Forefathers  walked  and  if  we  now  both 
observe  the  same  methods,  we  shall  acquire  fresh  strength  and  power  so 
that  whatever  befalls  us,  we  shall  never  fall  out  with  one  another.  We 
are  aware  that  you  honor  the  Treaty  of  1794  at  Canandaigua  as  evidenced 
by  your  actions  during  these  past  few  decades  and  specifically  during 
your  administration.  However,  there  are  Liars  and  Evil  Spirits  among 
the  Indians  as  well  as  amongst  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
these  evil  spirits  only  mean  to  sow  dissension  between  us  in  order  to 
spot  and  tarnish  the  Silver  Covenant  Chain. 

We  have  petitioned  various  cabinets,  agencies  and  organizations  within 
your  structure  to  provide  us  assistance  in  renewing  the  Chain.  Because 
you  did  not  follow  the  law,  the  Creator  withdrew  success  from  our 
efforts.  It  is  now  clear  in  our  hearts,  minds  and  spirits  that  our 
mutual  success  shall  only  be  granted  by  the  Creator  if  we  follow  the  law 
and  petition  for  redress  under  the  Treaty  of  1794.  Some  of  our  concerns 
which  threaten  to  tarnish  and  stain  the  Silver  Covenant  Chain: 

The  recognition  by  the  United  States  of  America  of  some  Indian  Liars  and 
Evil  Spirits  as  being  representatives  of  the  Haudenosaunee,  when  in 
fact,  they  are  not  authorized  to  be  so  under  our  very  own  Great  Law.  As 
you  honor  our  Sovereign  status  by  your  words  and  actions,  so  should  you 
honor  our  Great  Law  that  defines  who  are  the  lawful  representatives  of 
the  Haudenosaunee  and  therefore  rightfully  speaks  for  us. 

These  very  same  Liars  and  Evil  Spirits  are  responsible  for  a negative 
schism  amongst  our  people  as  they  continually  demonstrate  themselves  to 
be  perpetrators  of  fraud,  persecution,  racism,  theft,  assault, 
terrorism,  arson  and  murder  in  addition  to  deprivation  of  civil, 
religious,  human,  treaty  and  constitutional  rights.  As  you  erroneously 
recognize  them  as  legal  representatives  and  extend  to  them  sovereign 
status,  you  have  inadvertently  and  effectively  removed  them  from 
prosecution  under  Haudenosaunee  and  U.S.  Law.  The  power  provided  them 
with  this  status  increased  their  ability  to  ignore  and  scorn 
Haudenosaunee  Law  and  serve  only  themselves. 

These  very  same  Liars  and  Evil  Spirits  are  also  responsible  for 
fostering  hatred,  racism,  mistrust  and  imminent  harm,  within  and  to, 
innocent  United  States  citizens,  blatantly  apparent  in  the  negative 
situation  surrounding  Indian  Land  Claims  specifically  in  New  York 
State.  It  saddens  our  Spirits  greatly  to  see  our  American  friends  and 
allies  subjected  to  the  adversity  of  emotional  distress  inflicted  upon 
them  by  these  perpetrators . This  very  same  situation  also  threatens  the 
future  welfare  of  our  American  friends  and  allies. 

We  have  strengthened  the  Hotiske'  aegehdah  ne'  Wa  haya'  dinyo'  da' 
Tionutowaneha  no'  through  a variety  of  means  that  we  may  carry  out  our 
functions  under  the  Great  Law.  We  have  been  going  through  spiritual 
purification  and  renewal  of  spirit  through  our  sacred  religious 
ceremonies.  We  have  embarked  upon  an  education  of  our  people  with 
respect  to  the  Great  Law  and  from  within  cultivated  a spiritual  and 
political  support  from  the  traditional  Haudenosaunee  and  those  who 
desire  to  return  to  such.  Our  shortfall  comes  in  physical  assets  which 
allow  us  to  perform  our  duties.  We  have  tried  to  resolve  this 
shortcoming  by  initiation  and  development  of  economic  paths  consistent 
with  our  Law.  During  this  journey,  we  required  assistance  and  therefore 
petitioned  under  Treaty  to  various  cabinets  and  agencies  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  spirit  of  an  inherent  fiduciary  responsibility  on  the 
part  of  United  States  to  the  Indian  people,  many  bureaucrats  expressed 
empathy  and  sympathy  with  our  petitions,  but  we  found  that  path  greatly 
obstructed  by  a variety  of  Thorns,  Briars,  Stones  and  ignorance  set 
there  by  a bureaucratic  system  which  was  unable  to  assist  us  because 
current  policy  guidelines  have  not  set  forth  administrative  procedures 


to  do  so.  In  1775,  the  United  States  agreed  that  all  purchases  from  us 
would  be  by  the  United  States  so  that  we  would  not  be  taken  advantage 
of. 

I,  Chief  Marshal  Ho  So  No  Geh  Deh  of  the  Hotiske'  aegehdah  ne'  Wa  haya' 
dinyo'  da'  Tionutowaneha  no',  under  the  Great  Law,  have  been  petitioned 
by  Haudenosaunee  Sachems,  Clan  Mothers,  Braves,  the  Young  and  the  Old, 
in  addition  to  various  concerned  United  States  Citizens  and 
organizations  and  consistent  with  my  fiduciary  responsibilities  to  the 
next  Seven  Generations,  and  accompanied  by  my  Deputies,  by  this  petition 
do  hereby  request  audience  with  you  or  a superintendent  appointed  by 
you,  the  Honorable  William  I.  Clinton,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  address  the  ongoing  violations  of  law  concerning  the  lack  of 
cooperation  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  your  ally,  the 
Haudenosaunee. 

"RE : Hopi-Haudenosaunee : Sharing  Prophetic  Traditions"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Ian  2000  12:27:08  -0800 

From:  nativeamericas@cornell.edu  (Native  Americas  Journal) 

Sub  j : Hopi-Haudenosaunee:  Sharing  Prophetic  Traditions 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  article  is  provided  from  Native  Americas'  special-issue  on 
"Global  Warming,  Climate  Change  and  Native  Lands."  Published  by  the 
Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell  University's  American  Indian  Program,  Native 
Americas  lournal  keeps  you  informed  of  issues  and  events  that  impact 
indigenous  communities  throughout  the  hemisphere.  You  can  find  more 
information  on  this  topic,  as  well  as  how  to  subscribe  to  Native  Americas 
on  our  website  at  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu. 


Hopi-Haudenosaunee:  Sharing  Prophetic  Traditions 
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Harry  Watt,  Longhouse  leader  from  the  Allegheny  Indian  Reservation  in 
western  New  York,  told  a story  about  a visit  from  a carload  of  Hopi  in 
1948.  The  Hopi  said  they  had  prophecies  of  working  with  some  Indian  people 
in  the  East,  but  that  they  had  been  told  all  the  Indians  east  of  the 
Mississippi  had  been  killed.  Then,  during  World  War  II,  some  of  their 
young  men  encountered  Indians  from  New  York  State. 

The  Hopi  produced  a piece  of  paper  with  a drawing  depicting  five  men 
holding  hands  and  said  these  were  the  people  they  were  looking  for.  They 
were  directed  to  Onondaga,  capital  of  the  Haudenosaunee  Confederacy, 
because  the  symbol  was  one  of  the  images  that  appears  on  a wampum  belt 
depicting  the  unity  of  the  five  founding  nations  of  the  Six  Nations 
Iroquois  Confederacy. 

Today,  hanging  from  the  ceiling  of  the  Onondaga  longhouse  is  a small 
feather.  It  is  evidence,  to  those  who  know  the  story,  of  the  visits  paid 
by  the  Hopi  and  of  the  treaty  of  friendship  the  Hopi  and  Haudenosaunee 
entered  into  during  the  1970s.  The  Hopi  came  with  a request,  and 
introduced  one  of  their  people,  Thomas  Banyacya,  as  their  spokesman  to  the 
outside  world.  They  were  on  a mission,  they  explained,  to  warn  the  world 
about  an  impending  danger  and  they  wanted  assistance  because  their 
prophecy  foretold  of  a house  of  mica  on  the  East  coast  and  that  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  the  world  gathered  in  this  place.  The 
Hopi  wanted  to  deliver  their  message  to  this  house  and  the  Confederacy 
agreed  to  help. 

Banyacya  was  a tireless  messenger.  He  traveled  all  over  the  world, 
addressing  large  groups  and  small,  always  with  the  same  message. 

He  carried  with  him  a fabric  banner  with  a facsimile  of  a pictograph  he 
said  was  on  an  ancient  rock  not  far  from  Oraybi,  Ariz.  Oraybi  is  said  to 
be  the  oldest  continuously  inhabited  town  in  the  lower  48  states,  and  Hopi 
mythology  and  prophecy  have  been  the  subject  of  numerous  books,  articles 


and  documentaries.  For  the  most  part,  people  have  been  curious  and 
respectful  of  the  Hopi  prophecies,  but  little  serious  attention  was  paid 
to  Banyacya  or  the  Hopi  message.  The  general  public  tends  toward  things 
deemed  entertaining  or  inspirational,  and  the  Hopi  ancient  wisdom  was 
lengthy,  complex  and  out  of  step  with  the  industrial  world's  religion  of 
progress . 

The  Oraybi  rock  pictograph  was  comprised  of  two  symbols,  which  appear 
on  ancient  Hopi  pottery-a  circle  representing  the  sun  and  a reversed 
swastika,  which  is  said  to  represent  the  winds.  Beneath  these  were 
drawings  of  two  parallel  lines  connected  at  right  angles  by  two  shorter 
lines.  The  bottom  line  was  straight  and  had  representations  of  people  and 
corn,  the  top  line  curved  downward  in  a zigzag  pattern  and  appeared  to  go 
nowhere. 

Banyacya  used  these  illustrations  to  tell  his  story.  This  was  an  ancient 
prophecy,  he  said,  and  the  two  lines  represent  the  way  of  life  of  distinct 
peoples.  On  the  bottom  line  is  the  way  of  life  of  those  who  live  in 
harmony  with  nature.  They  are  seen  as  living  a permanent  existence.  On  the 
top  line  are  people  who  do  not  live  in  harmony  with  nature-such  as 
industrial  civilizations. 

In  ancient  times,  he  said,  there  existed  previous  worlds.  In  each  of 
these,  the  people  were  not  satisfied  with  their  lives.  They  wanted  more 
and  more  material  goods  and  they  came  up  with  all  kinds  of  inventions  that 
allowed  them  to  do  marvelous  things  like  fly.  But  in  order  to  do  these 
things  they  gave  up  their  relationship  with  nature  and  the  sacred.  In  time 
the  spirits  of  nature  were  revolted  by  this  behavior  and  they  caused  a 
great  purification-fire,  floods-and  swept  all  away.  Survivors  went  on  to 
build  again  and  another  thing  happened.  Greed  and  materialism  prevailed, 
the  spirits  of  nature  became  angry,  and  again  the  world  was  destroyed.  And 
again  there  was  purification.  Three  times  this  happened,  three  times  the 
world  was  destroyed,  and  today,  we  exist  in  this,  the  Fourth  World. 

The  pictograph  illustrates  peoples  on  two  roads  and  the  lines  connecting 
them  represent  two  times  the  Earth  would  shake  and  the  second  time  the  two 
symbols  would  appear  and  things  would  go  on  for  another  generation  or  two. 
(The  two  symbols  are  thought  to  represent  the  rising  sun  of  Japan  and  the 
Nazi  swastika,  and  the  second  event,  of  course,  is  World  War  II.)  Then  the 
upper  road,  the  path  with  the  zigzag  lines,  would  no  longer  be  sustainable 
and  those  people  are  destined  to  suffer  greatly  and  their  way  of  life  will 
end.  But  the  people  on  the  bottom  line,  those,  who  maintain  the  way  of 
life  in  harmony  with  the  creation,  will  go  on  as  before  and  they  will  not 
feel  the  destruction. 

It  will  be  difficult  for  the  Hopi  voice  to  be  heard  in  1999  because  there 
are  a number  of  prophets  of  doom  competing  for  attention.  There  have  been 
stories  similar  to  this  in  other  cultures;  the  most  famous  among  them  is 
the  story  of  the  Floods  and  Noah's  Ark.  The  Hopi  have  explained  that  they 
have  been  trying  to  warn  the  world  since  the  end  of  World  War  II.  The 
sincerity  of  their  message  is  clear  to  anyone  who  has  heard  their  story 
and,  in  these  times,  reinforced  by  the  fact  they  did  not  establish  an  800 
number  or  tell  people  where  they  can  send  money  to  avert  disaster.  The 
most  cynical  among  us  cannot  point  to  a profit  motive  but  might  think  this 
is  simply  an  indigenous  superstition  or  revitalization  movement;  that  the 
events  described  either  never  happened  or,  in  the  case  of  two  world  wars, 
were  either  invented  after  the  fact  or  were  simply  coincidences. 

What  if  the  Hopi  prophecy  is  none  of  these  things?  What  if  this  story  is 
what  remains,  in  the  form  it  had  to  take,  of  a philosophy  of  history?  What 
does  this  story  say  if  we  view  it  from  this  perspective? 

There  have  not  been  very  many  philosophies  of  history  even  in  Western 
culture.  One  of  the  most  famous  and  long-lived  appear  in  the  writings  of 
Augustine  of  Hippo  (a.k.a.  St.  Augustine)  who  taught  that  history  was  the 
unfolding  of  God's  plan  for  humankind  on  the  road  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God  and  the  Second  Coming  and  Judgment  Day.  This  was  a way 
of  viewing  the  world  as  progressing  (and  progressive)  toward  a day  when 
all  the  believers  were  to  become  immortal  and  the  world  would  be 
perfected.  It  is,  upon  reflection,  profoundly  anthropocentric  and  without 
much  consciousness  about  nature. 

Machiavelli,  the  author  of  The  Prince,  thought  that  politics  was  at  the 


center  of  the  historical  process  and  that  people  ambitious  for  power  would 
endlessly  compete  with  one  another  for  dominance.  Immanuel  Kant  had  an 
interesting  view  of  history  because  he  thought  it  was  both  moral  and 
progressive  and  that  it  moved  toward  the  idea  of  humanity,  in  which 
humankind  progresses  toward  freedom  from  the  "shackles"  of  an  ultimately 
mysterious  and  unknowable  nature.  But  he  was  unable  to  reconcile  the  idea 
of  progress  because  it  came  at  a cost.  The  happiness  of  one  generation 
ultimately  comes  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  happiness  of  previous 
generations,  and  this  price  was  immoral. 

Francis  Fukuyama  thought  history  was  the  story  of  conflicts  among 
opposing  principles  and  that  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  its 
system  of  Communist  rule  signaled  the  end  of  these  conflicts  and  the 
triumph  of  capitalism  and  liberal  democracy.  He  designated  this  moment  of 
a perceived  absence  of  opposing  principles  "the  end  of  history,"  an  idea 
that  some  think  sounds  absurd  but  also  follows  the  general  discourse  that 
is  the  philosophy  of  history  in  the  West. 

The  Hopi  prophecy  truly  comes  from  a different  world  than  these  thinkers. 
The  popular  Western  versions  of  the  philosophy  of  history  are 
anthropocentric.  The  Hopi  may  find  human  beings  as  the  critical  players, 
but  humankind  is  far  from  the  only  player.  The  Indians  of  the  Americas 
represent  hundreds  of  different  cultures,  stretching  from  the  mountains 
and  forests  of  South  America  to  the  woodlands  of  North  America,  and  a 
number  of  these  are  agricultural.  Some  of  these  peoples  developed 
agriculture  in  the  most  difficult  environments,  including  high  deserts, 
mountains,  lowlands,  rainforests  and  so  forth.  The  record  of  civilization 
in  the  Americas  is  one  of  triumph  of  human  ingenuity.  Some  of  the 
irrigation  projects  abandoned  by  Indians  hundreds  of  years  ago  in  places 
like  Colombia  and  Bolivia  are  today  being  revitalized  because, 
essentially,  no  one  can  improve  upon  the  original  designs. 

Ultimately,  the  most  important  thing  to  know  about  these  cultures  is  that 
they  were  extremely  successful.  American  Indian  farmers  developed  an 
extraordinarily  diverse  list  of  edible  crops,  ranging  from  potatoes  and 
tomatoes  to  grains  and  tubers  most  people  in  North  America  know  nothing 
about.  The  result  of  all  this  effort  was  unique.  The  history  of  Western 
civilization  is  littered  with  accounts  of  famines  and  plagues  and  long 
periods  of  time  when  food  supplies,  while  not  at  famine  levels,  were  in 
short  supply.  When  the  Spanish  arrived  in  Mexico  they  found  a culture  in 
which  people  had  enough  food  to  eat. 

Despite  this,  the  archaeology  of  the  Americas  provides  plenty  of  evidence 
of  civilizations  that  rose,  flourished  and  then  disappeared  or  at  least 
dramatically  declined.  Such  cultures  can  be  found  on  the  Pacific  coasts  in 
South  America,  in  Mexico,  Central  America  and  in  the  American  Southwest. 
Some  of  these  cultures  declined  for  reasons  unknown.  Some  may  have 
declined  because  of  internecine  violence,  and  some  appear  to  have  declined 
because  of  climate  change.  The  Anasazi  culture,  antecedent  to  the  modern 
Pueblo,  including  the  Hopi,  may  have  declined  because  of  climate  change. 
According  to  the  Hopi  story,  it  happened  more  than  once. 

Western  civilization  had  similar  experiences  in  the  ancient  world. 

Ancient  civilizations  destroyed  their  forests,  which  speeded  soil  erosion, 
and  they  suffered  from  salinized  and  exhausted  soils  and  sometimes  became 
unable  to  feed  their  populations.  Many  explanations  have  been  put  forward 
to  explain  the  fall  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  civilizations  of  the 
ancient  Mediterranean-Rome.  Among  these  several  are  interesting:  greed 
(the  owners  of  the  great  estates  learned  to  escape  taxes,  which  eroded  the 
ability  of  Rome  to  defend  herself)  declining  soils,  the  disappearance  of 
firewood  and  an  economic  crisis  initiated  by  a Roman  version  of 
globalization,  which  worked  to  Rome's  disadvantage. 

Western  versions  of  the  philosophy  of  history  usually  project  that 
things  are  moving  forward  to  some  kind  of  utopian  future  where  all  the 
experiments  have  been  tried  and  the  best  selected.  This  is  the  point 
Fukuyama  has  made  about  the  triumph  of  representative  liberal  democracy. 

The  Hopi  version  is  proposing  that  civilizations  are  not  permanent  and 
that  a primary  reason  for  their  decline  is  the  tendency  of  people  to 
prefer  a material  prosperity  of  the  present  over  responsibility  to 
"ecological  imperatives"  and  the  future.  The  people  of  the  Hopi  First, 


Second  and  Third  Worlds  did  not  heed  warnings  about  the  consequences  of 
their  excesses. 

The  parallel  is  compelling.  Contemporary  industrial  society  has  produced 
quantities  of  "greenhouse  gases"  and  the  subsequent  global  warming  is 
producing  weather  patterns  never  seen  before  in  some  parts  of  the  world. 

We  experience  more  intense  storms,  unprecedented  hurricanes,  longer 
droughts,  and  the  prospect  of  melting  ice  caps  producing  rising  ocean 
levels  that  are  already  threatening  some  islands  with  destruction. 
Scientists  can  be  offered  monetary  rewards  to  discover  that  the  evidence 
of  global  warming  is  "controversial"-evidence  of  the  greed  mentioned  in 
the  Hopi  story-and  politicians  are  aware  that  the  steps  needed  to  reverse 
the  trend  are  going  to  be  unpopular  and  that  the  public  is  not  clamoring 
for  such  measures. 

Could  it  be  that  similar  kinds  of  things  happened  to  civilizations  of 
the  Southwest  long  ago?  When  the  first  frosts  came  in  Dune,  or  the  drought 
went  into  its  third  year,  did  people  go  about  business  as  usual?  Did  a 
small  number  of  them  take  steps  to  prepare?  What  kinds  of  steps  did  they 
take?  What  do  the  Hopi  mean  when  they  urge  people  to  become  more  in  tune 
with  creation?  Most  curiously,  why  are  they  trying  to  warn  a mostly 
uncaring  world  about  impending  disaster? 

>From  everything  we  know  about  the  history  of  agriculture  in  the 
Southwest,  although  various  cultures  declined,  the  people  of  those 
cultures  persevered.  In  some  stories  they  are  said  to  have  retreated  into 
the  Earth  until  the  disaster  passed,  but  in  every  case  they  re-emerged. 

The  Indians  of  this  area  adapted  agriculture  to  the  desert  and  developed  a 
culture  that  enabled  them  to  live  in  what  is,  by  any  account,  a hostile 
environment.  Modern  desert  cities  are  colonial  outposts  that  depend  on  the 
outside  world  for  many  of  the  things  that  support  life.  Unless  there  are 
dramatic  changes  in  lifestyle,  modern  desert  cities  will  disappear  if  the 
wider  system  of  support  declines.  Civilization  is  always  in  danger  of 
extinction,  even  civilizations  that  have  lasted  thousands  of  years. 

This  seems  to  be  one  of  the  messages  of  the  Hopi  philosophy  of  history. 
Modern  civilization  is  no  exception.  The  idea  of  purification  may  be 
archaic,  but  it  has  its  appeal.  If  global  warming  continues,  the  Arctic 
and  Antarctic  ice  will  melt,  ocean  levels  will  rise  and  the  waters  will 
inundate  the  cities  that  dot  the  coasts  on  every  continent  except 
Antarctica.  That  sounds  like  purification. 

For  more  than  40  years,  Thomas  Banyacya  and  other  Hopi  elders  sought  to 
address  the  United  Nations  at  New  York  City  in  the  "House  of  Mica."  For 
about  20  years,  they  were  joined  by  delegations  from  the  Six  Nations 
Confederacy.  In  1992,  a decade  of  indigenous  peoples  was  declared  and  on  a 
December  afternoon  Banyacya  was,  at  last,  invited  to  address  the  United 
Nations.  He  told  a version  of  the  story  that  is  recounted  here.  As  he 
spoke,  one  of  the  worst  storms  in  memory  swirled  out  of  the  Atlantic  and 
battered  New  York,  causing  flooding  in  the  streets  and  high  winds  in  a 
demonstration  of  nature's  fury.  The  storm  may  have  been  a coincidence. 
Global  warming  may  be  a coincidence.  The  Hopi  philosophy  of  history,  as 
presented  here,  counters  the  Western  notion  that  changes  occur  over  time 
in  desirable  and  therefore  progressive  ways,  and  urges  that  nature  reacts 
in  unpredictable  ways  and  that  humans  have  a moral  obligation  to  pay 
attention.  The  patterns  of  the  Hopi  message  that  bring  us  to  this  kind  of 
conclusion  may  also  be  a coincidence.  But  then  again,  maybe  not. 


Dohn  Mohawk,  Seneca,  is  a professor  of  American  Studies  at  the  State 
University  of  New  York  at  Buffalo. 
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Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

The  following  was  sent  in  by  Crow  (crowlovesu@hotmail.com) 

Greetings  all.  Shalom. 

My  name  is  Crow,  & I've  been  actively  supporting  the  Dine'  resistance  for 
about  3 years  now.  At  first,  my  focus  was  on-land  support,  & my  experiences 
on  the  altar  has  changed  me  in  ways  that  words  just  can't  really  express.  I 
don't  look  at  anything  the  same  anymore:  everything  I see,  hear,  & do,  I 
automatically  weigh  against  what  I experienced  briefly  (8  months)  while 
helping  various  masani's  (grandma's)  & their  families.  Since  I'm  now  working 
on  becoming  a full  time  Montessori  teacher,  most  of  my  support  is  through 
out-reach:  mostly  pleading  with  various  federal  "higher-ups"  to  look  into 
this  matter  in  a new  light.  I strongly  encourage  all  the  recipients  of  the 
BIGMTLIST  to  actively  do  more  than  you  are  doing  now.  Write  some  more 
letters  & e-mails,  make  a few  calls,  get  your  friends  involved,  spread 
around  info.  Public  pressure  is  what  get's  attention  in  "washinDONE" . I was 
informed  that  the  president  needs  to  get  at  least  30  messages  a day  on  any 
given  topic  for  it  to  be  brought  to  his  attention.  Public  pressure  is 
largely  up  to  us,  the  BIGMTLIST  recipients. 

While  I visited  Black  Mesa  over  x-mas  break,  I asked  my  friend  Leonard 
Benally  if  he  has  any  message  for  the  support  community.  He  shared  much 
wisdom  about  the  present  situation,  why  this  is  happening,  and  where  it's 
heading.  Please  share  this  message,  long  as  it  is,  & contemplate  what  the 
world  is  on  the  verge  of  losing  forever.  This  struggle  represents  what  is 
occurring  all  over  the  world,  because  you  know  if  it's  happening  right  here 
IN  America,  it's  definitely  going  on  elsewhere. 

Respectfully, 

-Crow 

crowlovesu@hotmail . com 
Leonard  Benally' s Message: 

Genocide,  of  people  here.  That's  what  it  is. 

I mean,  the  bottom  line,  when  I was  going  to  school,  we  were  forbidden,  I 
was  forbidden  to  speak  my  own  language.  Both  of  my  late  parents  were 
traditional  people.  They  had  no  knowledge  of,  whatsoever,  they  never  spent 
a day  in  school.  For  me...  I was  just  dragged  off  to  school,  {was  it  a BIA 
school?}  Yeah,  BIA  school,  which  was  down  here  in  Rocky  Ridge.  And  I stayed 
down  there,  for  not  too  long...  & next  thing  I know,  I didn't  even  know 
where  the  hell  I was  at.  They  just  sent  me  off  somewhere.  I didn't  even 
know  which  way  was  home.  And  then  finally,  I got  to  know  where  we  were  at 
because  I noticed  that  some  of  these  young  kids,  they  were  my  relatives.  I 
got  to  talkin  to  them  & they  said:  "This  is  Tuba  City,  you're  a looong  way 
from  home,  dude!"  (laughs).  Yeah,  that's  what  they  did  to  us  back  in  those 
days . 

And  now  they  talk  about  genocide  here  & that's  what  it  is.  I mean,  moving 
people  against  there  will  here,  saying,  "This  is  the  law  here."  Right  now, 
for  some  of  us,  we're  treated  like  foreigners.  They  ask  us  for-  papers,  Si- 
an ordinance,  that's  what  they  ask  for...  called  the  laws.  Si  justice,  and 


which  is  pretty  much  what  we  ignore...  This  law  here  that  they  impose  on 
us,  it  treats  us  like  we  are  a nobody,  like  somebody  who  doesn't  have  the 
right  to  exist  in  these  areas...  I know  out  there  what  they  say  about  the 
people  here.  It  doesn't  work;  it  doesn't  make  sense  here. 

But  again  here,  like  with  our  animals,  we  talk  about  these  things.  Dust 
like  in  here,  where  we're  sitting...  we  call  it  the  circle  of  life,  which 
is...  in  the  western  way  called  a hogan.  But  in  our  ways  its  called 
"hho-wan"  (spelled  phonetically).  This  is  a female  style  "hho-wan",  that's 
what  it  is.  And  there's  a male  type  too,...  a different  design.  But 
something  like  this  is  for  a family.  Like  everything,  these  stories  here, 
we  don't  leave  anything  out  here.  In  our  culture,  in  TRADITIONAL  ways  of 
thinking,  the  knowledge  here,  noboby's  left  out  because,  you  know,  we're 
all  inside  a circle  here.  From  the  door,  and  then  it  goes  all  the  way- 
clockwise  & back  out  that  that  way  (the  door).  And  it's  called  the 
universe,  here...  The  center  of  everything.  And  then  from  the  outside,  you 
go  the  outside  world.  And  this  world  we  share  with  our  feathered  friends, 
the  4-leggeds,  the  insects,  the  reptiles.  All  these  things,  they  are 
kinship  here,  you  know.  And  with  our  ceremonies  & everything,  this  is  what 
we  pray  for.  And  then  we  know  there  are  people  out  there  too,  to  the  east, 
south,  west,  north.  We  know  that  people  are  all  4 cardinal  directions.  And 
when  we  pray,  we  don't  pray  for  ourselves.  We  pray  for  these  people.  We 
bring  them  in  together  into  a place  like  this,  into  the  center  of 
everything...  Nobody  is  left  out.  It's  not  like...  these  church  things, 
like  where  you're  reading  the  bible.  In  our  ways  of  life,  it  has  to  do  with 
these  environments  here.  The  environment,  which  is  the  air,  the  water,  the 
land,  the  fire,  this  is  what  we  call  life  & this  is  what  GIVES  us  life 
here.  I know  it's  different  in  the  western  perspective...  {Yeah,  there  it's 
supermarkets  & shopping  malls}.  This  is  what  we  call  the  Great  Spirit,  the 
Creator,  because  these  are  the  life  givers  here.  But  I know  it's  different 
out  there...  Who  we  call  the  Great  Spirit,  its  out  there,  it's  all  around 
us,  the  air,  the  water.  But  now  when  you  hear  about  these  things  are  being 
contaminated,  poisoned,  whatever  that's  left  here  by  these  industrialized 
nations.  By  their  carelessness  for  the  environment.  And  again,  when  you  say 
there's  an  off-balance,  yeah,  it's  because  man  is  pulling  itself  away  from 
nature.  That's  what  it  is.  I don't  know,  I don't  think  man  can  win  here, 
because...  nature  has  more  power  than  everything.  For  us,  that's  who  we 
offer  to,  the  wind,  the  water,  you  know,  the  sun,  the  air.  This  is  who  we 
pray  to...  And  if  we  hear  about  big  winds  or  whatever  in  the  area,  we  ask 
for  them  to  protect  us,  help  us  here...  And  yes,  in  a way  they  respond, 
they  listen  here.  This  is  the  other  way  of  life,  a traditional  way  of  life. 
This  is  walking  in  harmony...  With  nature.  And  then  you  got  the  animal 
here,  everything.  A circle  of  life. 

And  again,  here,  when  they  want  to  take  our  animals,  they  want  to 
confiscate,  impound  our  animals.  The  campaign  is  elimination.  The  permanent 
elimination  of  our  herds,  of  our  animals.  They're  violating  our  religious 
freedom  rights.  Because  our  belief  in  our  ways  of  life  are  in  TFIESE  THINGS, 
& WE  ARE  NOT  SEPARATE  FROM  THEM.  WE  ARE  ALL  ONE  HERE.  We're  supposed  to  be, 
but  I don't  know  about  the  outside  world.  We  are  all  one  because  we  might 
have  different  skin  color,  different  eye  color,  but...  we  all  share  the 
same  air,  the  same  water.  We  all  live  here  so  we  are  all  one  like  that.  Now 
people  don't  think  these,  they  don't  think  like  this  no  more.  Sometimes  I 
just  wonder...  about  all  these  politicians  here,  they're  like  aliens... 
because  they  don't  care  what's  on  the  planet.  They'd  rather  see  the  dollar 
sign...  That's  what's  destroying  everything.  And  they  say,  the  gov'ts 
saying,  "ooh,  this  is  gonna  happen  here"  (Y2K),  you  know,  the  millennium, 
and  tis  is  their  saying,  and  some  people  are  probably  freaking  out  about 
these  things.  But  in  the  indigenous  prophecies,  it  talks  about  all  these 
things,  all  the  natural  things.  It's  just  gonna  take  place,  naturally,  when 
it  decides  to  do  it.  It's  not  gonna  tell  somebody  in  Washington,  "Hooray, 
we're  gonna  do  that,"  you  know.  Nothing  like  that. 

In  today's  world,  we  live  in  an  artificial  world...  because  there  are  no 
more  real  things...  But  in  a place  like  this  type  of  environment,  I think 
its  the  only  place  you  find  the  real  things,  the  reality  of  life...  Like 
having  respect  for  one  another.  Having  respect  for  whatever  that  lives 
around  you,  especially  the  plants,  the  trees  too.  (They're)  just  like  us. 


They  depend  on  water,  they  need  air  to  live  here.  They  need  the  sun  too,  to 
live.  But  now,  man  don't  think  that  way,  man  is  the  alien  here.  They  think 
they  can  clear  out  everything.  And  when  they  do  they  see  where  they  are 
gonna  go  next.  I mean,  I don't  think  there's  a tree  or  whatever  on  the  moon 

& all  that.  I think  this  is  the  only  place,  for  us,  even  too.  For  myself, 

too,  I'm  going  NOWHERE.  They  tell  me  I'm  gonna  relocate,  or  they're  gonna 
force  me,  evict  me  outta  here.  I'm  going  nowhere,  'cause  I've  got  no  place 
to  go.  This  is  MY  HOME.  This  is  our  ancestral  land.  This  is  where  my 
umbilical  chord  is  buried.  This  is  where  I have  the  connection  to  the  land, 
which  is  Black  Mesa. 

And  Big  Mtn,  herself  too,  she  says  she's  the  Mother  here,  of  everything. 

She's  the  guardian  here,  of  all  life  here.  What  Peabody's  doing  here... 

sucking  the  life  out  of  Black  Mesa:  they're  taking  the  water,  taking  the 
coal...  These  guys,  they're  like  vampires.  They're  sucking  the  life  out  of 
everything. . . Not  only  for  us,  but  you  gotta  think  about  these  things; 
there  are  people  too.  You  got  the  4-leggeds  here,  the  insects  here.  And 
they  need  water.  But...  they  say  our  water  rights  & our  land  rights  have 
already  been  sold  from  underneath  us,  and  that's  what  makes  us  illegal  to 
be  living  on  our  ancestral  land...  This  whole  struggle  is  pretty  much  older 
than  I am.  They  say  in  the  60's,  the  50's,  I guess  its  when  they  did  alot 
of  these  lease  signings  & all  that,  where  people  coming  in  where  these 
things  were  created  like  the  reservations . I guess  they  did  that  a long 
time  ago.  And  now  all  they're  doing  is  pursuing  these  things,  and  that's 
it.  And  even  though  you  try  to  confront  them  & tell  them  about  it,  they 
say,  "Oh,  our  hands  are  tied  here."  They  can  go  & undo  these  things, 
resolve  these  things  in  a better  way,  not  taking  the  life  out  of  Black 
Mesa...  Right  now  with  all  this  eviction  & everything  they  talk  about  here, 
as  far  as  i know  they  got  blood  on  their  hands  with  these  things.  That's 
the  way  I see  it.  And  BIA,  yes,  they're  'evil  empire'  here...  they  don't 
care  Indians.  They  want  to  extinguish  these  things.  That's  what's  going  on. 
Turning  people  against  people,  their  own  kind.  Indians  against  Indians 
here. 

All  the  (HTC  & NTC)  are  thinking  about  is  money  here,  and  that's  it. 
Because  what  Peabody  gives  to  them,  $45  million  a year  funnels  from  Peabody 
to  Window  Rock,  & we  don't  see  a cent  of  it.  Yeah  maybe  for  people  who  live 
across  the  fence  line,  across  the  wash.  Because  we're  divided  here,  the 
fence  line  here...  everything  stops  at  the  fence.  And  here  we're  stuck  with 
no  rights  like  we're  in  a box...  & they  say  they're  looking  down  on  us 
here,  saying  the  only  way  you're  gonna  come  out  whole  is  if  you  sign  the 
AA.  If  you  do,  you  sign  your  life  away.  Whatever  you  consider  right,  they 
say  you  cannot  talk  about  these  things;  other  than  that  you  go  to  jail.  But 
me,  I've  seen  their  jail...  There  are  times  I get  threatened  with  jail 
sentence  & all  that  & I say  I don't  care  'cause  I know  what  a jail  looks 
like,  the  inside.  I especially  like  that  one  in  the  Hopi  P.D.  (police  dept- 
I'm  assuming).  They  feed  you  3 times  a day  (laughs),  get  to  watch  T.V. 
(laughs).  Sometimes  you  see  them  (Hopi  Rangers  & BIA)  in  the  area  here, 
sometimes  it  gets  to  me.  Sometimes  these  things  are  on  my  mind,  my 
conscience.  This  Feb.  1st  thing...  it's  still  a question  mark. 

If  I have  a world  to  choose,  I'd  rather  stay  in  my  traditional  world 
because  the  outside  world,  the  western  way,  everybody  just  want  to 
out-crazy  each  other.  It's  because  all  things  are  related.  Because  it's  the 
off  balance  of  nature...  I know  out  there,  you  hear  of  alot  of  prisons  going 
up,  alot  of  jails  being  built.  {The  real  AA}.  Yeah,  that's  where  it's 
headed.  And  here  they  try  to  impose  it  on  the  people  here,  but  hey!,  WE 
DUST  WANT  TO  BE  LEFT  ALONE.  We  just  want  to  be  living  the  way  it  was, 
peacefully.  We  just  want  our  dignity  here.  That's  it.  We  aren't  hurting 
nobody  (or)  in  nobody's  way.  They  say  there's  a land  dispute  & the  Hopis 
are  on  the  edge  of  Black  Mesa...  (There's)  maybe  25  miles  between  us. 

That's  where  my  Hopi  neighbors  are  at.  And  in  between,  I don't  see  none  of 
them  moving  out  here. 

(You)  see  it's  the  'Hopi  Tribe'  here.  They  say  it's  a progressive,  the 
progressive  Hopi  Tribe.  I'm  not  talking  about  the  traditional  people  of  the 
Hopi  nation.  They  say  they  don't  recognize  the  word  'Hopi  Tribe'  because  if 
you  say  somebody's  Hopi  tribe,  you're  thinking  with  a progressive  mind. 
Because  these  guys,  the  real  Moqui  here,  they  stick  to  their  prophecy. 


philosophy  which  stands  for  PEACE.  The  say  'Hopi',  that's  what  it's  about. 
And  yes,  I believe  them,  I respect  their  culture  because  me,  myself,  I got 
friends  in  the  village,  and  they  are  Hopis.  And  I like  them  for  who  they 
are.  I know  they  got  a unique  culture  there  too.  It's  this  whole  gov't, 
what  they  are  doing  because  of  Peabody  up  here.  And  we're  impoverished 
because  of  Peabody.  It  degrades  both  cultures.  Because  if  it  wasn't  for 
Peabody,  there  would  be  no  'land  dispute'.  {They  say  the  land  dispute  is 
between  the  Hopi  & Navajo  people,  but  it's  actually  between  the  Hopi  & 
Navajo  TRIBAL  GOV'TS,  they  each  wanted  to  sign  most  of  the  mineral  rights 
to  themselves.}  Yeah,  but  when  the  royalty  checks  come  in,  there's  no 
dispute.  They  laugh  their  way  to  the  bank.  Because  as  far  as  I know,  80%  of 
Hopi  tribal  revenue  comes  out  of  Peabody,  so  it's  probably  hard  to  push 
somebody  aside  like  that.  And  over  here  for  the  Navajo  (Nation),  they  say 
it's  like  60%.  And  that's  what  makes  you  neglect  your  own  people  here.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  you're  just  like  the  gov't  here,  saying  you're  'walking 
in  beauty',  or  sovereign  (while)  on  the  other  hand  you  got  people 
suffering.  This  whole  area  here  is  called  the  'National  Sacrifice  Area. ' 
lust  like  I was  saying,  in  the  fall  of  this  year,  we  had  4 people  pass  on. 
So  it's  a sacrificing  area. 

That's  what  happens  when  you  talk  about  genocide.  That's  what's  going  on. 
This  is  America's  genocide,  like  it  or  not.  This  is  what  most  of  the 
American  people  need  to  know...  The  politician,  they're  just  a bunch  of 
screw-ups.  They  got  their  heads  twisted  on  the  wrong  way.  They  say,  'You 
got  the  power,  you're  the  voter  here.'  Yeah,  it's  time  to  exercise  these 
things.  That  way,  with  the  struggle  here  at  Big  Mtn,  if  we  can  get  alot  of 
people  behind  us  here.  Between  the  traditional  people,  there's  just  a 
handful  on  both  sides,  threatened  with  cultural  extinction,  a cultural 
genocide.  That's  what's  about  to  take  place  here.  And  you  got  the  entire 
Navajo  Nation  who  just  doesn't  give  a damn  about  the  people,  like  on  the 
HPL  side,  and  the  very  few  on  the  Hopi  side  too.  They  say  on  the  Hopi  side, 
only  30%  stick  to  their  traditional  philosophy,  and  70%  are  christianized. 
It's  very  complicated,  hard  to  tell  the  story  about  legal  theft  here  when 
these  corporations  have  the  power  to  make...  & pass  laws  here.  {Dust  like 
they  signed  away  the  water,  the  land...}  Anyway  they  want  it.  They  make  it 
into  law  here.  But  for  the  traditional  people,  especially  the  elders, 
somebody  who  doesn't  speak  English  language,  they  don't  know.  They  see  a 
paper  that's  black  & white. 

For  me,  the  way  I see  it,  all  avenues  are  closed  up  ahead  of  me,  and  I'm 
sure  for  us,  the  resistors,  it's  like  that.  They  expect  to  drag  us  into 
their  court  saying  we're  going  to  get  a fair  hearing.  But  this  is  the 
SYSTEM  THAT  WE'RE  GOING  AGAINST,  so  how  could  it  be  FAIR?!  {Exactly!} 

Unless  you  take  it  outside  the  boarder  of  the  U.S.,  into  an  International 
level,  then  we  can  see  justice  here.  According  to  Int'l  law,  looking  into 
these  national  laws  here,  it's  a big  violation  here.  You're  talking  about 
genocide  here,  of  a culture.  That's  what's  about  to  take  place.  (The  U.S. 
gov't)  preaches  to  the  world  outside  the  boarder  of  the  U.S.,  they  tell 
them  not  to  do  these  things:  religious  intolerance,  genocide,  human  rights 
violations,  & what-not.  They  say  don't  do  that  but  this  is  what's  going  on 
in  the  4-corners  region  of  the  U.S.  And  it's  time  to  turn  this  thing 
around.  Because,  you  can  turn  a man-made  thing  around,  but  if  it's  a 
natural  thing,  the  weather,  or  the  changing  of  the  seasons,  yes  that  we 
cannot  turn.  But  if  it's  a damn  clock  we  can  turn  the  damn  thing  back.  Get 
all  these  political  things,  we  can  turn  it  back.  Because...  the  American 
public  payed  for  this  whole  relocation  package.  $350  million  of  American 
tax  payers  money  to  accomplish  this  human  rights  abuse  here.  'Your  tax 
dollars  at  work,'  I guess  you  may  call  it.  (laughs) 

But  me,  I'm  not  moving.  I'm  going  NOWHERE.  This  is  where  I stay  & that's 
that.  We're  just  like  everybody  else.  I don't  know  about  the  outside  world, 
but  we  breathe  air,  we  drink  water,  & I'm  sure  everybody  does  that  out 
there,  but  I don't  know.  Maybe  the  outside  world  might  be  into  genetic 
engineering  where  they  get  their  pill  on  the  water,  and  their  oxygen  pill. 
It's  heading  that  way.  (laughs)  In  our  ways  here,  only  witches  do  these 
things.  Because  when  you're  talking  about  genetic  engineering,  you're 
messing  with  creation,  creation  of  life.  And  they  say  there's  alot  more 
evil  in  the  world  than  good.  So,  I mean,  the  good  has  to  come  out.  They  say 


the  good  is  stronger  than  evil.  Yeah,  it  is,  even  here  in  the  natural 
world.  (Good  & evil)  collide  with  one  another,  everyday  & every  night, 
here.  But  sometimes  the  good  always  wins.  If  the  good  starts  winning  out 
there  again,  it's  gonna  be  a better  world  for  everybody...  not  only  for  us. 

I went  to  the  ancestral  land  of  the  oppressors  here  (Europe),  & I know  what 
it  looks  like,  where  all  the  rules,  all  these  laws  are  coming  from.  These 
are  coming  from  the  castles,  from  the  deep,  dark  dungeon  days.  That's  where 
they  used  to  torture...  & kill  people  because  these  people  were  resistors 
to  the  laws  that  were  made  up.  And  this  is  the  same  thing...  it  came  over 
to  this  side.  And  they're  doing  a good  job.  Conquering  people,  dividing 
people.  And  here  they  say  it's  the  'Land  of  the  Free'.  Who's  free?  I'm  not 
free.  I don't  know  who  is.  I don't  think  so,  because  when  you're  born, 
somebody  has  to  pay.  And  when  you  go,  then  somebody  has  to  pay  again.  So 
where's  the  freedom? 

All  these  laws.  They're  trying  to  do  everything  they  can  to  us  out  here, 
especially  the  elderly  people  who  are  not  complying  with  them.  It's  just 
because  we  don't  depend  on  them.  This  is  the  most  oppressive  code  ever, 
it's  so  absurd.  You  have  no  rights  & they  come  at  you  & say,  'it's  the  law 
here'.  I think  the  (Hopi)  Rangers  & BIA  need  some  education.  These  people 
are  the  oppressors  out  here.  It's  the  Hopi  Tribe,  & then  it's  the  U.S. 
gov't  behind  them.  Window  Rock  is  guilty  too.  They  try  to  keep  their  hands 
clean,  but  sometimes  they  get  their  hands  caught  in  the  cookies  jar.  These 
people  are  all  alike  out  there.  It's  hard.  That's  why  we  ask  for  support 
people  here.  Supporters  to  stand  with  us...  These  environmentalist  out 
there  too,  they're  doing  a good  thing.  For  me,  I admire  them  because 
whatever  they  do,  like  trying  to  protect  these  trees,  especially  up  in  the 
Redwoods  area,  for  us  in  the  indigenous  ways  of  life,  these  are  all  in 
these  (same)  things.  So  when  (corporations)  clear-cut  the  trees,  they  wipe 
out  a culture...  Now  it's  sad  when  you're  in  the  area,  and  (its)  all  wiped 
out.  Sometimes  you  still  see  big  trucks  in  the  road  carrying  Redwoods.  So 
whatever  that's  left,  try  to  hold  on.  But  I don't  know.  These  corporate 
people.  When  I say  aliens,  I think  these  corp.  people,  the  politicians. 

They  only  think  about  themselves.  Period.  If  they  wanna  give  something, 
they  may  throw  you  a little  chump-change  & then  tell  you  to  get  lost!  The 
people  doing  these  things...  they  have  to  be  educated  or  you  can  cut  them 
down  from  the  saddle.  If  they're  too  big,  on  a horse,  you  just  cut  the 
strap.  Naturally  that  whole  thing's  gonna  take  it's  course,  (laughs)  That's 
what  needs  to  happen  here.  Not  only  for  us,  for  everybody  out  there. 

And  that's  the  only  way  because  these  laws  I was  talking  about,  it's  the 
people.  If  we  have  the  voice,...  an  outrage  here,  of  the  people  everywhere 
asking  their  gov't,  'hey  what's  going  on  here,  inside  the  boarder  of  the 
U.S.?'  On  the  news,  you  hear  what's  going  on  outside  the  boarder,  & people 
look  at  it  with  their  long  nose,  from  the  tip  of  their  nose  on  down.  Maybe 
at  China,  or  Pakistan.  But  this  thing  here  (relocation)  is  going  on  in 
their  backyard.  The  American  gov't  needs  to  clean  up  it's  own  act;  needs  to 
do  its  homework.  Start  doing  its  trust  & responsibility  here.  They're 
neglecting,  big  time  here.  It's  a giant,  a predator.  It  eats  people.  And  as 
far  as  we  know,  this  giant  here  wants  to  be  humbled,  which  we  CANNOT, 
because  what  we  know,  this  thing  is  historically  loaded  with  contempts  & 
neglects,  especially  for  indigenous  people  across  the  country. 

And  justice  is  blind  for  the  people  of  Big  Mtn,  & for  indigenous  people 
around  the  world.  That's  how  it  is,  & that's  what  you  call  justice,  lustice 
is  not  equal  here.  {It's  set  up  for  corporations,  gives  them  justice  to  do 
whatever  they  want  to  do.}  Yeah,  check  out  the  symbolism  for  justice  here: 
you  know,  that  lady  who  holds  that  sword-  SHE  WEARS  A BLINDFOLD!  She  cannot 
see.  Simple.  Everybody  should  see  this  thing,  because  she's  wearing  a 
blindfold,  she  doesn't  know  what  the  hell  she's  doing. 

Speaking  of  symbolism,  what  the  gov't  uses  here-  the  American  eagle.  They 
say  when  the  time  the  gov't  went  into  treaty  with  the  Indian  people,  saying 
he's  gonna  protect  them...  In  respect,  they  say  a bird  was  given  to  him, 
which  was  the  eagle.  And  now,  you  can  start  a campaign  saying  we  want  the 
eagle  back!  Because  check  it  out:  1400's,  1500's,  1600's,  1700's,  1800's, 
1900's-  GENOCIDE!  So  it's  time  to  give  that  bird  back,  in  the  last  minute 
of  the  millennium  here.  And  then  in  the  21st  century  they  can  find  their  own 
bird.  {It'd  probably  be  genetically  altered}  (laughs)  It's  so  crazy! 


It's  all  these  laws,  being  imposed  on  us...  Even  in  Window  Rock,  they  just 
draft  up  anything  without  the  consent  of  the  people  here.  Then  they  come 
over,  everything's  finalized...  putting  their  fingers  together  saying, 

'Look,  this  is  what  WE  decided  for  you.'  Who  are  these  people?  They  should 
come  over...  (&)  make  their  outreach  through  here.  So  crazy,...  people  in 
Window  Rock,  sometimes  they  say  they  don't  know  where  (a)  grandma  lives. 

But  maybe  some  white  lady  from  Los  Angeles  or  the  Bay  area,  they  know  where 
this  grandma  lives,  (laughs)  Here  they  say  these  are  our  Tribal  Council, 
they  are  our  government...  I don't  recognize  them  because  they  don't  help 
me!  They  never  did.  They  say  they  want  to  talk  on  our  behalf.  I don't 
believe  whatever  they  say;  you're  talking  about  somebody  with  a forked 
tongue.  On  the  one  side,  they  want  to  give  you  something,  but  on  the  other 
hand,  they  want  to  TAKE  something  from  you.  They  call  it  fair,  but  I don't 
know. 

Everything's  not  fair  here,  because  it's  up  to  the  American  people,  to 
correct  this  thing.  That  way,  if  we  get  more  people  behind  us,  we're  gonna 
be  everything.  But  if  we  stand  up  to  this  thing  alone,  what's  been 
happening  3 decades  here,  we're  nobody,  we're  nothing  to  them.  But  if  we 
stand  with  the  people...  then  they  know  they're  being  looked  at  from  the 
outside.  That's  why  we  try  to  keep  up  the  pressure  from  the  national  & 
international  level.  That's  the  only  way.  Other  than  that  we  have  no 
alternative . 

Politicians,  forget  about  them,  man.  This  is  what  you  call  a politicians 
sweet  dream  & a poor  person's  nightmare.  We're  forced  to  live  in  poverty... 

I don't  have  a choice  but  go  & look  to  the  outside.  Not  at  Window  Rock, 
forget  about  them.  I'd  rather  look  the  other  way  to  the  support  people 
here...  They  come  in  & there's  alot  of  good  people.  They  make  up  our 
backbone  in  this  struggle.  That  way  we  stand  strong.  Things  (are)  heavy 
here...  like  I say,  it's  a burden.  So  with  the  support  we  get,  it  makes 
these  things  a little  lighter  & then  that  way  we  do  all  our  own  talking  up 
there  on  the  front...  We  talk  for  ourselves.  Too  many  years,  the  people  in 
Window  Rock  were  saying  they  were  talking  for  us  & then  these  Navajo-Hopi 
Land  Commission  people  were  saying  they  were  talking  for  us,  but  its 
getting  nowhere.  It's  an  endless  thing.  But  now,  we  just  want  to  settle 
this. 
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This  won't  convince  those  who  have  taken  sides  already,  but  for  those 
studying  this  issue,  or  cautiously  contemplating  joining  the  fray,  I think 
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Mother  Hones  was  most  thoughtful  and  complete.  These  are  not  my  words,  and 
I won't  answer  any  responses  sent  to  me.  The  addresses  you  need  are  at  the 
top  of  the  message--let  them  know  what  you  think.  They  welcome  reasonable 
dialog  on  this  matter. 
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Backtalk:  Wrong  Side  of  the  Fence 
A Hopi  Perspective 


When  I read  your  article  "Wrong  Side  of  the  Fence"  in  the 
Hanuary/February  Issue  of  Mother  Hones,  it  was  hard  not  to  feel  just  a bit 
cynical.  In  many  ways,  the  self-interested,  overreacting  and  revisionist 
views  of  the  resisting  Navajo  and  their  supporters  is  the  same  old,  same 
old,  of  a 100  year  old  issue  with  a new  twist  on  coal  as  the  driving  force 
for  relocation  thrown  in  for  good  measure.  Perhaps,  it  is  the  Flopi  who 
have  been  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  fence.  Had  we  been  more  willing  to 
ignore  the  law  and  rights  of  others  and  simply  take  matters  into  our  own 
hands,  we  might  have  been  rewarded  by  the  federal  government  with  large 
tracts  of  land  under  the  cloak  of  being  "victimized,"  and  with  the  added 
bonus  of  martyrdom. 

But  as  history  has  demonstrated,  the  Hopi  chose  to  follow  the  law,  as 
imperfect  as  it  sometimes  is.  We  have  been  willing  to  live  with  the 
results.  All  that  we  ask  is  that  others  do  the  same. 

But  putting  aside  history  and  the  law  for  just  a moment,  let's  take  the 
coal  argument.  If  coal  mining  is  the  driving  force  behind  relocation  it 
would  mean  that  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  has  now  risen  to  the  status 
of  a government  and  that  the  deliberative  decisions  of  the  Hopi  and  Navajo 
governments  in  approving  the  mining  are  meaningless.  It  would  mean  that 
the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Nations  are  not  true  sovereigns  and  have  placed  the 
destiny  of  their  people  under  corporate  oversight.  It  would  mean  that 
neither  Tribe  could  act  to  develop  tribal  economies  based  on  the  general 
welfare  of  all  their  people.  How  convenient  for  non-Indian  outsiders.  By 
making  a complex  and  sensitive  land  issue  between  two  tribes  a simple  coal 
issue,  they  can  wage  an  environmental  guerilla-like  media  campaign  that 
sells.  They  also  elevate  themselves  into  a self-appointed  position  of 
knowing  what  is  best  for  the  Tribes  - "Coal  is  bad,  sheepherding  is  better 

By  making  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Nation  governments  less  than  what  they  are 
outside  so-called  activists  carve  out  a nice  little  niche  for  themselves 
to  meddle  in  the  internal  affairs  of  two  tribes  who  they  refer  to  as 
puppet  governments.  But  look  closer.  It  appears  that  the  resisting 
Navajo  by  inviting  in  their  outside  supporters  have  been  the  real  puppets. 
My  cynicism  wears  on.  Maybe  its  because  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation's 
chief  spokesperson  is  a non  Navajo  named  Marsha  Monersterky  who  has 
apparently  made  her  mission  in  life  to  support  lawlessness  at  the  expense 
of  Hopi  rights.  And,  maybe  its  because  this  same  group  has  publicly 
alleged  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  flown  "its  helicopters  with  gunners"  pointed  at 
them  in  regular  surveillance  rounds  when  we  don't  even  own  a single 
helicopter. 

I suspect  that  the  true  relationship  between  the  so-called  Sovereign 
Dineh  and  their  outside  supporters  is  really  nothing  more  than  mutual 
affirmation.  The  outsiders  affirm  the  Dineh  in  their  mistaken  belief  that 
they  are  right  to  ignore  Hopi  rights,  and  the  Dineh  affirm  the  outsiders 
need  for  a cause. 

In  northeastern  Arizona,  the  Hopi  Reservation  has  been  reduced  to  an 
island  surrounded  by  the  largest  Indian  tribe  in  the  United  States,  the 
Navajo  Nation.  A look  at  the  changing  boundaries  of  the  Navajo 
Reservation  over  time  tells  the  tale  of  historic  Hopi  land  loss  and  the 
fight  to  protect  our  culture  and  survive  as  a people  against  great  odds. 

With  Powamuya  ceremonies  in  February,  the  Kachina  will  return  to  the 
Hopi  mesas  as  they  have  done  for  centuries.  Prayers  of  peace  and  goodwill 
for  all  mankind  will  be  offered  and  visions  of  health  and  prosperity  for 
future  generations  of  Hopi  will  be  charted  through  ancient  ceremonies  and 
rituals.  Against  the  backdrop  of  the  peaceful  philosophy  of  the  Hopi, 
there  has  been  an  incompatible  need  to  engage  in  unwelcome  legal  and 
legislative  battles  to  keep  what  little  is  left  of  our  ancestral  homelands 
and  natural  resources.  Like  David  and  Goliath,  the  small  Hopi  tribe  has 
waged  exhausting  and  expensive  court  and  legislative  battles  against  the 
Navajo  Nation,  Peabody  Coal  Company  and  the  federal  government  for  its 
land,  water  and  natural  resource  interests. 

The  federal  government,  the  Navajo  and  outsiders  have  historically 
construed  our  peaceful  way  of  life  as  a sign  of  weakness.  They  think  that 
because  we  are  a small  tribe,  our  land,  our  water,  and  our  natural 
resources  can  be  easily  taken.  This  mistaken  belief  strikes  to  the  heart 
of  Hopi  survival  and  we  are  obligated  to  stand-up  for  our  own  survival 


through  modern  means.  In  this  day  and  age,  that  means  lawsuits  in  the 
courts  and  legislative  battles  before  Congress. 

What  has  been  most  misunderstood  about  the  Hopi  is  our  desire  to  live 
side-by-side  in  peace  and  harmony  with  the  neighboring  tribe,  the  Navajo. 
This  does  not  mean  that  we  are  willing  to  give  up  our  land  to  the  Navajo. 

In  fact,  over  95%  of  Hopi  ancestral  lands  now  belong  to  someone  else, 
including  the  Navajo.  This  has  caused  a great  disruption  to  the  religious 
practices  of  the  Hopi  and  created  an  uncertainty  about  the  cultural  future 
of  the  Hopi.  We  have  witnessed  over  the  past  century  our  ties  to  ancient 
homesites  of  the  Hopi  such  as  Chaco  Canyon,  Mesa  Verde  and  Wupatki 
restricted  more  and  more.  These  and  other  changes  are  effecting  Hopi 
culture  and  society  in  dramatic  and  often  negative  ways.  Paving  the  way 
for  more  legal  and  legislative  challenges.  A change  in  an  important  way 
of  life  that  I resent  as  a Hopi  individual. 

Our  most  recent  challenge  is  that  of  enduring  the  Navajo  media  campaign 
to  disavow  an  accommodation  agreement  that  was  initiated  by  the  Navajo 
Nation.  First,  they  come  to  us  seeking  accommodation,  agree  to  one,  and 
then  turn  around  to  break  it  down  if  it  does  not  suit  them.  Negotiation 
in  good  faith  must  be  exactly  that  - good  faith.  The  acknowledgement  of 
sovereignty  cannot  be  one-sided.  The  resisting  Navajo  people  do  not  have 
more  sovereignty  or  more  religious  rights  than  the  Hopi  people.  Without 
jurisdiction  and  control  over  our  lands,  the  Hopi  would  continue  to  be 
second  class  citizens  on  their  own  lands.  Why  should  a small  handful  of 
Navajo  individuals  control  the  destiny  of  the  entire  Hopi  Tribe?  This  is 
not  right. 

Individuals  like  Roberta  Blackgoat  were  given  an  opportunity  to  live  in 
peace  with  the  Hopi  on  the  Hopi  Reservation  through  an  accommodation 
agreement.  According  to  her,  she  feels  that  living  under  Hopi  laws  is  too 
much  of  a sacrifice  for  her  and  that  the  terms  of  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  are  unfair.  They  complain  that  the  Navajo  should  have  more 
homesite  acreage,  more  sheep  and  more  rights  than  that  of  a Hopi 
individual  In  fact,  under  Hopi  law  what  is  afforded  the  Hopi  in  the  way  of 
homesites  and  grazing  is  also  being  afforded  the  Navajo  to  the  same  extent. 

How  can  anyone  complain  that  this  is  unfair?  It  is  therefore  difficult 
for  the  Hopi  people  to  be  sympathetic  to  the  plight  of  Roberta  Blackgoat 
and  others  like  her,  when  every  effort  was  made  to  reach  a peaceful 
solution  that  included  a way  for  her  to  live  on  the  Hopi  Reservation.  A 
solution  many  other  Navajo  have  embraced.  The  fact  remains,  that  the  Hopi 
Partitioned  Lands  are  Hopi  land. 

The  other  day  I was  attempting  to  explain  to  a non-Hopi  friend  the 
Navajo-Hopi  land  issue.  "If  you  had  been  in  court  as  a property  owner  for 
years  battling  over  your  backyard  with  some  squatter,  and  the  court  awards 
one  half  of  your  yard  to  the  squatter,  what  would  you  do  if  the  squatter 
came  back  to  graze  his  sheep  in  your  half?"  She  said,  "I  wouldn't  stand 
for  it.  I would  evict  him.  It's  my  property."  "Precisely,"  I said. 

Both  tribes  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  federal  government.  Both 
tribes  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  corporate  greed  and  unscrupulous 
lawyers.  Both  tribes  have  members  who  had  to  relocate.  Fighting  against 
a peaceful  solution  that  was  brought  to  the  table  by  Navajo  and  Hopi 
people  and  their  leaders  will  only  result  in  prolonged  pain  and  suffering 
for  both  tribes.  Opening  up  old  wounds  does  neither  tribe  any  good. 

The  Hopi  intend  to  live  by  the  1996  Settlement  Act  and  to  carry  out  the 
accommodation  process  as  it  was  forged  by  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  people.  We 
expect  the  federal  government  to  live  by  its  word,  THIS  TIME,  to  protect 
Hopi  land  and  interests  against  further  appropriation  and  to  keep  the 
peace  on  our  lands. 

In  other  words,  we  expect  the  federal  government  to  do  something  about 
the  threats  of  violence  against  the  Hopi  people  and  our  law  enforcement 
personnel.  We  expect  the  federal  government  to  make  certain  that  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  carry  out  the  peaceful  terms  of  the  1996 
Settlement  Agreement.  We  expect  the  federal  government  to  do  something 
about  the  outsiders  who  plan  to  occupy  Hopi  lands.  And,  we  expect  the 
federal  government  to  make  good  on  its  word  that  this  will  be  the  end  of 
the  longstanding,  and  difficult  Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute. 

The  Hopi  people  also  hold  Roberta  Blackgoat,  Pauline  Whitesinger,  and 


their  activist  friends  accountable  for  any  acts  of  violence  committed  on 
Hopi  lands  against  the  Hopi  people  or  others.  Blatant  disregard  and 
disrespect  for  the  Hopi  people  and  their  government  leads  nowhere. 

Neither  does  premeditated  violence  promoted  through  the  occupation  of  Hopi 
land.  In  fact,  it  is  criminal  that  anyone  would  encourage  acts  of 
violence  against  another  human  being. 

For  the  Hopi,  the  1996  Settlement  Act  is  a peaceful  solution  that 
warrants  support.  It  is  the  coming  together  of  two  tribes  who  desire 
peace  between  themselves.  The  resisting  Navajo  who  oppose  it  are  placing 
their  future  on  false  hopes  and  media  propaganda.  Becoming  Martyrs  as 
opponents  of  peace  is  not  how  I would  want  to  be  remembered.  But  each 
individual  has  choices  to  make  and  obviously  Roberta  Blackgoat  and  others 
would  rather  perpetuate  violence  rather  then  peace. 

Sincerely, 

Eugene  Kaye 

Chief  of  Staff,  the  Hopi  Tribe 
Cyn 
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Big  Mountain:  What's  Coming  Up  in  2000? 

Deadline  Countdown  and  Beyond 
by  Beth  Newberry 

Since  the  last  deadline  of  March  31,  1997  it's  been  a guessing  game:  at 
what  point  would  the  United  States  Attorney's  Office  or  the  Hopi  Tribe 
start  eviction  hearings  against  Dine'h  living  on  Hopi  Partition  Lands? 

Court  actions  will  be  kicking  in  gear  sometime  in  2000  for  traditional 
Dine'h  (Navajo)  remaining  on  Hopi  Partition  Lands  in  northeastern  Arizona, 
with  actual  eviction  hearings  anticipated  in  the  US  District  Court  in 
Phoenix,  Arizona.  Hearings  on  the  controversial  Exclusion  Ordinance  may 
happen  in  2000  in  Hopi  Court,  which  is  another  matter.  Also  "Manybeads" 
will  return  to  the  Ninth  US  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  San  Francisco. 

*The  latest  "deadline"  of  February  1,  2000  is  not  an  eviction  deadline.* 

Some  think  come  that  fateful  Tuesday,  several  thousands  of  Dine'h  will  be 
automatically  removed  by  the  United  States  government;  however,  that's  a 
misunderstanding,  because  enforcement  cannot  happen  until  a United  States 
court  orders  forced  evictions  of  Dine'h  and  relocation  housing  is  ready. 

After  February  1st,  a turning  point  rather  than  a deadline,  the  relocation 
process  moves  up  a step.  A long  drawn-out  bureaucratic  process  winds  down 
as  we  await  the  beginning  of  the  eviction  hearings  process  in  US  court. 

What  happens  in  Hopi  Tribal  Court  or  in  the  Ninth  US  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  in  San  Francisco  may  or  may  not  affect  a decision  about  evictions 
in  the  US  District  Court  in  Phoenix.  Each  are  separate  court  actions. 

The  Religious  Freedom  lawsuit,  Manybeads  V.  United  States  et  al  is 
returning  to  the  US  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  at  an  unknown  date,  hopefully 
before  the  US  District  Court  rules  on  whether  to  force  Dine'h  evictions. 

Although  exclusionary  hearings  against  individuals  in  Hopi  Tribal  Court 
may  start  in  January,  it's  likely  to  be  later  in  2000,  in  a federal  court, 
when  Dine'h  non-signers  of  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  face  potential 
evictions  enforced  by  a multijurisdictional  police  task  force  led  by  the 
Department  of  Justice;  and  perhaps  also  later  for  Dine'h  AA  lease  signers. 


*What  does  the  February  1st  deadline  mean,  then?* 

February  1st  is  when  the  tribal  land  title  to  the  "HPL"  (part  of  the 
former  Joint  Use  Area  for  both  Navajo  and  Flopi)  officially  goes  to  the 
Flopi  Tribal  Council,  the  federally  created  and  recognized  government  body. 

March  31st  is  the  deadline  for  Dine'h  to  apply  for  relocation  benefits, 
which  is  the  necessary  precursor  for  future  eviction  court  actions  in  the 
United  States  District  Court  in  Phoenix  sometime  in  2000  or  2001. 

Specifically,  March  31st  is  the  end  of  the  trial  period  for  Dine'h 
signers  of  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  leases;  a period  in  which  Dine'h 
can  change  their  minds,  revoke  their  leases  and  relocate  south  to  the  "New 
Lands",  which  is  their  only  alternative  to  living  on  the  Altar  also  known 
as  Flopi  Partition  Lands,  under  an  "AA"  lease,  according  to  PL  104-301. 

Few  Dine'h  will  "volunteer"  to  relocate  from  sacred  homelands  on  the  HPL. 
Still,  anyone  who  hasn't  signed  up  for  relocation  must  face  the  brunt  of 
their  decisions,  when  the  bureaucratic  process  winds  down  and  the  court 
process  winds  up.  *This  is  another  US  government-imposed  ultimatum.* 

The  few  Dine'h  who  did  not  sign  AA  leases  and  who  will  not  apply  for 
relocation  "benefits"  are  definitely  at  risk  of  forced  evictions.  Their 
names  were  turned  over  to  the  US  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Arizona  last 
year.  Their  90-day  Notices  to  Vacate  expired  in  April  1999.  Now  it's  up 
to  either  the  US  Department  of  Justice  or  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  seek  eviction 
orders  in  the  United  States  District  Court  in  Phoenix,  at  a date  unknown. 

Have  housing  sites  on  the  "New  Lands"  been  designated  and  approved  for 
these  Dine'h  non-signers?  How  near  is  their  housing  construction  to  being 
completed?  Have  they  been  inspected,  and  by  what  criteria?  Have  their 
wells  been  recently  tested  for  contamination?  Have  they  been  certified? 

This  information  has  been  slow  in  coming  partly  due  to  the  complexity  in 
administering  the  relocation  program,  where  many  federal  agencies  divide 
the  various  tasks  of  relocation  and  are  either  unaware  of  each  other's 
duties  or  are  reluctant  to  share  their  coordination  with  the  public. 

Without  information  about  the  status  of  "New  Lands"  relocation  housing, 
we  can't  get  a clear  picture  of  when  eviction  hearings  might  begin.  And 
when  we  spoke  with  one  of  the  attorneys  in  the  US  Attorney's  Office  in 
Phoenix  in  October  1999,  he  would  not  be  tied  to  a time-line  or  even  a 
guess . 

However,  he  spelled  out  their  process  a little  better  for  us.  At  this 
time,  there  are  two  classes  of  Dine'h  facing  potential  eviction  from  the 
HPL  in  US  District  Court  hearings.  One  is  any  Dine'h  who  is  determined  to 
not  be  eligible  for  an  AA  lease  (perhaps  any  who  relocated  and  returned), 
and  the  other,  those  Dine'h  who  still  resist  signing  either  Accommodation 
Agreement  leases  or  relocation  contracts  for  a site  on  the  New  Lands. 

*When  will  eviction  hearings  in  US  District  Court  happen,  then,  in  2000?* 

No  one  will  know  until  it  happens  but  a lot  depends  on  how  prepared  we 
are  for  court  and  a lot  depends  on  how  well  we  fundraise  before  then  and 
how  much  confidence  we  inspire  in  their  attorneys  and  how  competent  they 
are . 

There  would  be  hearings  for  each  "head  of  household".  First,  complaints 
must  be  filed  against  the  Dine'h  in  the  US  District  Court  in  Phoenix;  then 
there  are  court  notices,  and  any  preliminary  motions;  then  hearings  start. 

The  many  attorneys  will  need  to  agree  on  a schedule  of  court  appearances. 
Motions  could  be  entered  on  either  side  and  could  take  up  some  time,  or 
each  hearing  could  move  straight  forward  and  take  up  only  half  a day. 

We  know  that  it  will  cost  a lot  in  terms  of  transportation,  housing,  food 
for  their  extended  families  for  an  unknown  time  or  number  of  trips,  above 
and  beyond  what  the  attorneys  may  require  for  court  records  and  expenses. 

*Why  is  there  so  much  misunderstanding  about  all  this?* 

The  Relocation  Program  is  so  complex  people  can  barely  understand  it  or 
explain  it  or  follow  an  involved  agency  out  to  a point  of  accountability. 

Additional  to  any  United  States  court-ordered  evictions,  after  March  31st, 
any  Dine'h  who  signed  an  AA  lease  (or  who  are  under  a relative's  lease) 
must  live  up  to  the  terms,  or  challenge  them  in  court.  Three  citations 
could  lead  to  a court-ordered  eviction,  in  Hopi  court  (which  could  bring 
about  all  sort  of  due  process  and  jurisdictional  and  procedural  problems 


for  Dine'h  tenants).  So,  Dine'h  AA  signers  face  potential  evictions  also. 

We  need  to  be  vigilant  and  smart  about  strategy.  It  is  good  that  we  have 
people's  attention  and  that  support  is  again  mobilizing.  People  probably 
shouldn't  drop  everything  to  go  to  Arizona  just  for  February  1st.  We 
should  plan  carefully  and  try  to  generate  a sustained  support  network  for 
this  ongoing  struggle,  both  on  the  land  and  in  our  communities. 

For  Big  Mountain-Black  Mesa  updates  and  background  information,  petitions, 
letter  writing  or  phone  tree  tips,  worker/witness  orientation  packets,  or 
to  send  donations  please  write:  Indigenous  Support  Coalition  of  Oregon, 

PO  Box  11715  Eugene,  OR  97440  or  e-mail  us  at  bigmnt@efn.org,  or  call  us 
at  (541)  683-2789.  Please  call  to  prearrange  before  sending  us  a fax. 

The  Dine'h  people  always  ask  for  your  ongoing  prayers.  On  their 
behalf,  thank  you  for  your  sincere  interest  and  your  helpful  support! 
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EDITORIAL 
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Eugene  Kaye 

WHO  WILL  PROTECT  THE  HOPI? 

Our  Turn:  Ethnic  cleansing  and  genocide  of  the  Hopi  People 

Kykotsmovi,  AZ,  November  29,  1999  -In  its  August  5 1999  edition,  the  New 
Times  Los  Angeles  ran  an  article  titled  "Power  Play,"  purporting  to  expose 
the  truth  about  the  resisting  Navajo  of  Big  Mountain.  The  writer,  Victor 
Mejia,  set  a new  low  for  creating  myths  and  misconceptions  through 
journalistic  irresponsibility.  He  lied  to  the  public  by  misrepresenting 
and  manipulating  facts.  His  story  is  unfair,  unbalanced  and  without  Hopi 
input . 

Mr.  Mejia  starts  his  article  on  the  premise  that  the  Hopi  Partitioned 
Lands  are  Navajo  lands.  Not  true.  The  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  are  Hopi 
lands  under  Hopi  jurisdiction. 

The  writer  consistently  quotes  outside  sources  as  "experts"  which  is 
misleading  to  the  public.  For  instance  so-called  United  Nations  activist 
Marsha  Monestersky  states  "Navajos  are  being  removed  simply  because  the 
land  they  occupy  now  belongs  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  . ."  Her  statement  is  like 
putting  a band  aid  on  a gaping  wound.  Ms.  Monestersky  has  no  history  with 
the  Hopi  Navajo  land  issue.  She  is  not  Navajo  nor  is  she  Hopi.  To 
simplify  a complex  and  sensitive  issue  between  two  tribes  to  suit  her  own 
cause  is  callous.  Ms.  Monestersky  has  no  credibility  with  the  Hopi  people 
since  she  has  shown  absolutely  no  respect  for  the  sovereignty  of  Indian 


nations,  especially  the  Hopi  Nation.  A respect,  the  Hopi  feel,  is  crucial 
to  the  representation  of  any  nation  before  the  United  Nations  as 
Monestersky  professes  to  do.  Time  and  time  again,  she  has  done  nothing 
more  than  obstruct  and  attempt  to  unravel  the  current  accommodation 
process  between  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  people  which  allows  Navajo  fa  lies  to 
stay  on  Hopi  land  via  a long  term  lease  arrangement.  An  agreement  endorsed 
by  both  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Nations,  effected  HPL  Navajo  families 
themselves,  the  Department  of  Interior,  the  Department  of  Justice,  and 
Congress.  Worse,  as  an  outsider,  she  has  propagandized  false  hope  for  the 
Navajo  resistors  and  opened  old  wounds  between  the  two  tribes.  Wounds  both 
tribes  have  tried  hard  to  heal. 

The  writer  would  like  the  public  to  believe  that  the  Hopi-Navajo  land 
issues  are  simple.  That  by  closing  down  the  Mohave  Generating  Station  and 
Peabody  Coal  Company,  the  issue  will  simply  go  away.  Nothing  is  further 
from  the  truth.  Whether  these  companies  remain  on  Hopi  (or  Navajo)  lands 
or  not,  the  fact  remains,  Navajo  families  who  did  not  sign  a lease 
agreement  with  the  Hopi  must  move  off  of  Hopi  land.  This  is  the  decision 
of  the  Hopi  people.  That  is  the  truth  that  Mejia  overlooks. 

What  the  Big  Mountain  so-called  activist  have  failed  to  inform  the 
public  of  is  their  solution  to  the  problem.  What  do  they  propose  as  the 
answer?  Can  outsiders  like  Marsha  Monestersky  really  think  of  a solution 
that  the  Hopi  people,  the  Navajo  people  and  their  governments,  and  the 
federal  government  have  not  given  thought  to  before?  The  accommodation 
agreement,  which  was  ratified  by  Congress  in  1996,  took  years  of 
discussion  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Nations.  It  required  the  will  and 
focus  of  several  tribal  administrations  on  both  sides  and  the  inclusion  of 
Navajo  families  on  the  HPL  to  arrive  at  the  Accommodation  Agreement. 

The  writer  neglects  to  mention  Hopi  relocatees  and  thereby  implies  that 
only  the  Navajo  are  suffering  and  to  a greater  extent  and  in  greater 
numbers.  What  the  writer  does  not  tell  the  public  is  that  Hopi  people 
were  also  relocated  and  suffered  the  same  hardships  and  trauma. 
Furthermore,  if  you  compare  the  numbers  of  Hopi  relocatees  against  the 
numbers  of  Navajo  relocatees  in  terms  of  what  percentage  of  the  total 
population  were  effected,  the  percentages  are  about  the  same.  The 
difference  is  - the  Hopi  relocatees  complied  with  the  law.  The  Hopi 
relocatees  have  shown  their  good  faith  effort  to  put  an  end  to  the  Hopi- 
Navajo  land  dispute  and  without  the  benefits  of  new  lands,  new  roads  and 
other  infrastructure,  or  new  schools  built  for  Navajo  relocatees  by  the 
federal  government. 

The  writer  states  that  the  1996  Settlement  Act  arose  out  of  a New  York 
Attorney's  lawsuit  against  the  U.S.  Government  charging  that  the 
relocation  act  was  unconstitutional.  In  the  article,  the  attorney  for  the 
Center  for  Constitutional  Rights,  Gabor  Rona,  states  that  "the  Hopi  began 
lobbying  Congress  to  partition  the  joint  use  zone  so  they'd  have  exclusive 
use  of  it."  Once  again,  the  writer  relies  on  outside  sources  who  profess 
to  be  experts.  First,  the  1996  Settlement  Act  arose  out  of  Navajo  Nation 
President  Zah's  plea  to  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  to  allow  Navajo  elders  to 
stay  on  Hopi  land.  The  Hopi  Tribe  agreed  to  try  to  find  a way  to  do  that. 
To  imply  that  an  outsider  could  influence  the  tribal  political  decisions 
of  two  sovereign  nations  is  the  same  "outside"  paternalistic  attitude 
Indian  people  have  endured  for  generations. 

Furthermore,  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  always  asserted  complete  jurisdiction 
over  its  ancestral  lands  which  once  covered  over  18  million  acres  in 
northeastern  Arizona.  Mr.  Rona  implies  the  Hopi  had  insidious  ulterior 
motives  in  their  lobbying  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Joint  Use  Land. 
Insidious?  Hardly.  What  Mr.  Rona  and  others  do  not  understand  is  that 
these  lands  are  Hopi  ancestral  lands.  The  Hopi  don't  need  an  ulterior 
motive  to  claim  title  to  our  lands  - these  lands  belong  to  the  Hopi  plain 
and  simple.  And  yes,  the  small  Hopi  tribe  has  fought  in  the  courts  and 
before  Congress  to  keep  our  homelands  and  we  will  continue  to  do  so.  In 
other  words,  we  don't  need  outsiders  to  fabricate  reasons  for  Hopi  actions 
regarding  our  homelands. 

But  that  is  not  all  what  Mr.  Rona  has  implied.  He  states  that  "the  U.S. 
offered  to  pay  the  Hopi  tribal  Council  $25  million  for  a certain  number  of 
Navajo  signatures,  an  incentive  that  led  to  fraud  and  intimidation  as 


Navajos  were  pressured  to  sign  (the  accommodation  agreement) . A bounty 
was  placed  on  Navajo  signatures."  Mr.  Rona  lied  to  the  public.  Once  again, 
Mr.  Rona  does  not  tell  the  public  that  the  HPL  Navajo  families  are  not 
obligated  to  sign  a lease  with  the  Hopi  Tribe.  In  the  short  history  of 
the  accommodation  process,  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  never  intimidated  a single 
Navajo  family  to  sign  a lease.  Mr.  Rona  and  the  writer  neglect  to  tell 
the  public  that  the  $25  million  is  a settlement  of  Hopi  lawsuits  against 
the  federal  government.  The  Hopi  Tribe  agreed  to  settle  four  major 
lawsuits  stemming  from  the  federal  government's  failure  to  protect  Hopi 
lands  from  Navajo  encroachment  as  part  of  the  1996  Settlement  Act.  Mr. 
Rona's  statements  place  the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights  a bad  light, 
especially  when  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Hopi  are  ignored. 

The  article  also  implies  that  the  tension  between  the  Navajo  and  Hopi 
were  myth.  Anthropologist  David  Brugge  states,  "There  was  tension  between 
some  Hopi  and  Navajos  who  were  competing  for  land,  but  it  never  got  too 
serious."  Mr.  Brugge  obviously  was  asleep  during  much  of  the  100+  year 
history  of  the  Navajo  and  Hopi.  If  the  tensions  were  never  too  serious, 
then  the  Hopi,  Navajo  and  Federal  governments  must  have  spent  millions  of 
dollars  on  lobbyist,  lawyers,  and  other  agents  to  resolve  illusions  of 
conflict.  Maybe  Mr.  Brugge  would  like  to  tell  the  Hopi  people  personally 
that  losing  over  90%  of  their  ancestral  lands  to  the  Navajo  was  not  a 
serious  matter. 

For  the  writer  to  encourage  subliminal  messages  of  violence  on  Hopi 
territory  is  irresponsible.  He  writes,  "lohn  Benally,  48,  (a  resisting 
Navajo)  doesn't  want  violence  but  says  there  might  be  a confrontation  with 
the  government,  similar  to  the  Zapatista  uprising  in  Chiapas,  Mexico.  One 
Navajo  woman  is  already  known  to  have  fired  her  rifle  at  BIA  (Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs)  rangers.  . ."  With  information  about  firearms  and  the 
potential  for  harm  to  the  public  safety  of  individuals  on  the  Hopi 
Reservation  in  the  Big  Mountain  area,  it  is  no  wonder  the  Hopi  Tribe  has 
stepped  up  its  monitoring  of  Hopi  lands.  As  one  Hopi  elder  once  said, 
bullets  don't  kill,  people  do.  Is  that  what  the  resisting  Navajo  are 
advocating?  Anyone  who  has  fired  a gun  on  another  human  being  should  be 
arrested  immediately.  In  a lawful  society,  this  is  nothing  but  criminal 
and  the  Hopi  people  will  not  condone  these  acts  of  aggression  on  their 
lands.  Neither  should  the  general  public. 

The  Hopi  and  Navajo  Nations  were  correct  in  coming  to  a peaceful 
resolution  of  the  longstanding  Hopi-Navajo,  an  agreement  between  two 
sovereign  Indian  nations  the  United  Nations  should  support  and  endorse. 

The  writer  is  wrong.  Perpetuating  violence,  myths,  untruths,  and 
"outsider"  viewpoints  without  talking  with  the  Hopi  people  who  are  the 
subjects  of  the  article  is  irresponsible  journalism. 

Sincerely, 

Lenora  Lewis,  Upper  Moenkopi  Village 

Norman  Honanie,  Kykotsmovi  Village 

Leroy  Lewis,  First  Mesa  Consolidated  Villages 

Cedric  Kuwaninvaya,  Sipaulovi  Village 

Leon  Koruh,  Mishongnovi  Village 

Bradley  Balenquah,  Bacavi  Village 
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Sub j : Blackfoot  Nation 

Hihanni  waste. 

This  was  forwarded  to  me,  and  am  passing  on  the  info  for  folks  who  live 
in  the  area  and  wish  to  attend.  It  is  my  hopes  to  attend  this  one,  and  if 


others  are  as  well,  please  contact  me  privately.  Toksa.  Alexis 

This  came  with  a request  to  pass  it  on  to  all  who  would  have  an  interest 
in  helping  with  the  development  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation  and  the  reasons  for 
their  declared  independence  from  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE: 

A meeting  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  February  12, 
2,000  to  announce  the  formation  of  the  new  Blackfoot  Nation.  Every  person 
of  Blackfoot  descent  is  urged  to  attend.  You  need  not  be  an  "enrolled" 
member  to  be  present.  This  meeting  is  for  all  descendants  and  the 
interested  members  of  the  public.  The  news  media  is  also  invited. 

The  Blackfoot  Nation  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  February  12,  2000 
in  the  Winter  Lodge,  Yakama  Cultural  Fleritage  Center  of  the  Yakama  Nation 
at  Toppenish,  Washington.  The  meeting  will  start  at  9 AM  and  end  at  5 PM. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  see  and  hear  the  evidence  of  why  our 
declaration  of  independence  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  has  become 
necessary.  Copies  of  the  declaration  will  be  available  for  study  and 
dissemination  to  the  public  at  large,  including  other  nations.  There  will 
be  discussion  of  its  meaning  for  all  members  of  the  nation  who  wish  to 
become  a part  of  the  process  of  re-establishing  our  ancient  rights  and 
responsibilities  according  to  international  law. 

The  host  for  the  meeting  is  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief,  a spokesman  and 
member  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation. 

Please  call  509.865.5704  or  send  e-mail  inquiries  to  blkfoot@wolfenet.com 

Long  Standing  Bear  Chief 

Spirit  Talk  Press 

P.O.  Box  390 

Browning,  Montana  59417 

e-mail:  blkfoot@wolfenet.com 

Telephone:  509.865.5704 

"RE : Big  Settlement  Means  New  Start  for  Cayugas"  
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Sub j : Big  settlement  means  new  start  for  Cayugas 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

http://www.newsday.com/ap/rnmpmtlx.htm 

Big  settlement  means  new  start  for  Cayugas,  says  attorney 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  - New  York  state  should  pay  a minimum  $335  million  to 
the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  to  settle  a two-century-old  illegal  land  deal, 
money  the  tribe  can  use  to  pay  for  its  rebirth,  the  Cayugas'  attorney  said 
Monday. 

"The  numbers  involved  in  this  case  are  very  large,  they  are  very 
considerable.  But  they  cover  a substantial  amount  of  land,  they  cover  a 
substantial  period  of  time,"  attorney  Martin  R.  Gold  told  a nine-member 
jury  as  the  Cayugas'  historic  damages  trial  got  under  way  in  U.S.  District 
Court . 

"This  case  is  about  providing  the  Cayugas'  a sum  that  they  can  use  to 
get  themselves  started  again,"  Gold  said.  "They  could  acquire  land,  they 
could  build  some  buildings  ...  they  could  make  a home  again." 

Durors  were  cautioned,  though,  by  Assistant  State  Attorney  General  David 
B.  Roberts,  who  said  he  would  show  that  the  Cayugas  were  asking  for  too 
much  money  and  already  had  been  adequately  paid  for  the  land. 

"This  award  should  not  be  based  on  speculation,  and,  of  course,  it 
shouldn't  be  based  on  sympathy,"  Roberts  said.  "We  are  asking  you  to  do  a 
factual,  empirical,  scientific  study.  It  should  be  a decision  based  on 
sound  facts." 

Durors  are  to  determine  how  much  money  the  Cayugas  should  receive  for  64, 
015  acres  - 100  square  miles  - of  lost  ancestral  land  in  Seneca  and  Cayuga 


counties.  Presiding  U.S.  District  Dudge  Neal  McCurn  previously  ruled  that 
the  land  was  illegally  acquired  by  New  York  state  in  1795  and  1807  because 
the  state  did  not  obtain  the  federal  government's  required  approval  for 
the  transactions. 

The  jury  will  decide  how  much  the  Cayugas  should  be  compensated  for  the 
current  market  value  of  their  lost  lands  as  well  as  what  rent  they  should 
be  paid  for  its  occupancy  and  use  over  205  years.  It  is  the  first  of  four 
pending  New  York  land  claim  cases  to  reach  the  damages  phase. 

McCurn  has  said  the  jury  cannot  award  any  land  and  that  no  present-day 
property  owners  in  the  claim  area  would  face  eviction. 

"To  just  kick  everyone  off  and  return  the  land  to  the  Cayugas  would  be 
trying  to  right  an  ancient  wrong  with  a modern-day  wrong/'  Gold  told  the 
jury,  although  he  said  the  tribe  would  use  the  money  to  buy  land  from 
willing  sellers. 

The  Cayugas,  who  once  spread  out  over  3 million  acres  of  upstate  New 
York,  are  the  only  landless  tribe  among  the  five  aboriginal  tribes  of  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy.  Currently,  about  500  Cayugas  live  in  western  New 
York  on  and  around  the  Seneca's  Cattaraugus  reservation.  Two  other  groups 
of  Cayugas  live  in  Canada  and  Oklahoma. 

Attorneys  began  by  outlining  the  trial  for  the  nine  jurors. 

Gold  said  the  Cayugas  would  not  call  any  witnesses  and  instead  rely  on 
the  federal  government's  single  witness,  a real  estate  appraiser  who  has 
placed  the  land's  current  market  value  at  $264.7  million  and  its  rental 
value  at  $70.5  million. 

The  state,  however,  expected  to  call  several  witnesses  and  finish  its 
case  with  testimony  from  its  own  expert  appraiser,  who  put  the  land's 
current  worth  at  between  $25  million  and  $40  million  and  its  rental  value 
at  no  more  than  $6  million. 

Much  of  the  testimony  will  be  about  the  different  methods  the  two 
appraisers  used  to  do  their  calculations.  On  Monday,  the  attorneys  took 
turns  trumpeting  their  side's  method  while  telling  jurors  about  the  flaws 
it  would  show  in  the  other  side's  approach. 

"Our  role  here  is  as  tribal  guardian,"  said  Hank  Meshorer,  the  lead 
attorney  for  the  U.S.  Justice  Department,  suggesting  the  federal 
government's  appraiser  was  more  credible.  "The  United  States  has  nothing 
to  gain  or  lose  in  this  case.  He  was  told  to  appraise  the  land's  value.  No 
more,  no  less." 

Among  the  differences,  the  state's  appraiser  calculated  the  land's  value 
by  considering  it  as  a large  single  tract,  while  the  federal  government's 
appraiser  figured  it  out  as  smaller  subdivisions  and  used  different 
formulas  covering  three  separate  time  periods. 

Each  side  also  used  a different  percentage  to  derive  at  the  land's 
rental  value.  The  state  based  its  results  on  2 percent  of  the  property's 
market  value  and  the  federal  government  used  6 percent. 

Roberts  said  jurors  also  would  hear  evidence  that  New  York  has  been 
paying  the  Cayugas  a $1,800  annuity  ever  since  purchasing  the  land  in  1795 
The  trial  is  expected  to  last  two  to  three  weeks. 

Copyright  c.  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Cross-examination  enters  third  day,  judge  wants  it  finished 
By  Associated  Press,  1/29/2000  00:11 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  As  a state  attorney  spent  his  third  day  questioning 
federal  land  appraiser  in  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  land  claim,  the  federal 


judge  presiding  over  the  case  let  his  impatience  show. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  David  Roberts  has  been  questioning  the  methods 
Arvel  M.  Hale  used  to  appraise  the  land  when  he  came  up  with  a $335  million 
price  tag. 

Roberts  primarily  quizzed  Hale  about  the  same  matters  he  has  focused  on 
during  the  first  two  days  as  he  tried  to  persuade  the  nine-member  jury  that 
Hale's  methods  were  flawed  and  his  appraisal  grossly  inflated. 

Hale  has  been  the  only  witness  called  so  far  in  the  week-long  damages 
trial  and  U.S.  District  Judge  Neal  McCurn  did  little  to  hide  his  frustration 
and  growing  annoyance  Friday. 

"This  is  the  third  time  you  have  gone  over  this/'  McCurn  said  at  one  point, 
interrupting  Roberts. 

"If  you  want  to  keep  the  jury  here  for  two  years,  maybe  we'll  find  out  all 
these  things,"  McCurn  said.  "Maybe  he  was  wrong.  But  it's  up  to  the  jury  to 
decide. " 

McCurn  has  previously  admonished  Roberts  for  trying  to  question  Hale  about 
legal  issues  related  to  the  land  claim  that  the  judge  already  has  decided. 

Roberts'  cross-examination  got  off  to  a shaky  start  Wednesday  when  he 
arrived  at  court  without  all  his  evidentiary  materials,  prompting  McCurn  to 
chastise  him:  "This  case  has  been  pending  for  what,  20  years?  You  should  be 
ready . " 

During  his  week  on  the  witness  stand.  Hale  has  testified  that  the  64,015 
acres  New  York  illegally  acquired  from  the  Cayugas  two  centuries  ago  has  a 
present-day  market  value  of  $264.7  million.  Additionally,  the  Cayugas  should 
receive  $70.4  million  for  the  use  and  occupancy  of  that  land  over  204  years. 
Hale  has  said. 

Once  Roberts  is  finished.  Hale  will  be  questioned  again  by  federal  lawyers 
and  will  then  likely  face  another  round  of  queries  from  Roberts. 

After  Hale  is  finished,  the  state  will  begin  presenting  its  witnesses, 
including  its  own  appraiser  who  has  said  the  Cayugas  should  receive  no  more 
than  $46  million  as  compensation  for  their  lost  ancestral  lands, 
c.  Copyright  2000  Boston  Globe  Electronic  Publishing,  Inc. 
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MEXIKAH  PRESS  RELEASE!!!  - BOYCOTT!!!! 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
January  18,  - 2000 

Mexika  Eagle  Society  calls  for  boycott  of  "Road  to  El  Dorado" 
http : //www . mexika . org  <http : //www . mexika . org> 

CONTACT  INFO: 

Kurly  Tlapoyawa 
Mexika  Eagle  Society 
e-mail  Godkillah@Hotmail.com 
Michelle  Melendez 
Mexika  Eagle  Society 
e-mail  Loxicha@Hotmail.com 
Phone  (817)  390-7541 

We  the  members  of  the  Mexika  Eagle  Society  call  upon  our  indigenous 
brothers  and  sisters  to  join  us  in  openly  protesting  and  boycotting  the 
animated  film  "The  Road  to  El  Dorado,"  scheduled  to  be  released  March  31, 
2000. 

This  film,  produced  by  Dreamworks  SKG,  is  a blatantly  racist 
misrepresentation  of  native  culture  and  history,  masquerading  as  an 
innocent  children's  movie. 

It  is  extremely  ignorant  for  the  makers  of  "El  Dorado  to"  to  use 
the  slaughter  and  genocide  of  a people  as  the  backdrop  for  a children's 


cartoon.  The  film  exacerbates  every  stereotype  associated  with  native 
people,  including  the  alleged  (but  never  proven)  practice  of  human 
sacrifice,  the  even  more  ludicrous  notion  of  native  people  worshipping 
white  men  as  "Gods"  (even  though  the  concept  of  "God"  did  not  exist  in  any 
native  society),  and  of  course,  the  European  fantasy  of  native  women 
falling  in  love  with  the  first  white  man  they  lay  their  eyes  on. 

The  story  revolves  around  two  white  men  (the  heroes  of  course)  who 
stumble  upon  a map  to  El  Dorado  and  journey  to  the  "New  World"  in  search 
of  gold. 

Once  there,  they  encounter  an  ignorant  group  of  savages  who  quickly 
pronounce  them  "Gods",  and  an  enticing,  voluptuous  native  woman  who 
quickly  takes  on  the  role  of  faithful  sidekick.  Then,  of  course,  there's 
the  fanatical  native  "priest"  who  lusts  for  personal  power  and  calls  for 
human  sacrifice. 

Portraying  native  people  in  this  fashion  is  like  passing  off  A1  lolson 
and  Amos  & Andy  as  black  culture. 

Students  learn  very  little  about  native  people  as  it  is. 

Making  light  of  the  European  invasion  of  our  land,  even  in  a cartoon 
setting,  is  like  making  a movie  about  the  Holocaust  in  which  Germans  are 
the  heroes. 

This  misrepresentation  of  history  only  serves  to  reinforce  and  validate 
the  American  public's  total  disregard  for  true  native  history.  To  dismiss 
it  is  as  a mere  cartoon  suggests  that  feeding  racist  lies  to  unwitting 
children  is  perfectly  fine.  It  would  be  better  for  children  to  learn 
absolutely  nothing  about  native  history  than  to  hear  these  lies  and  have 
to  unlearn  them  later  if  they  have  any  sense  at  all.  What  kind  of  twisted 
sense  of  self  is  this  film  going  to  engender  in  young  white  kids  who  will 
see  over  and  over  again  how  white  people  are  superior  in  every  way? 

We  know  how  it  would  make  our  children  feel  - just  as  we  were  made  to 
feel  by  attending  Eurocentric  American  schools  and  reading  false  history 
books.  The  only  history  we  were  taught  was  the  history  of  our 
conquest  by  white  people.  That  despite  99%  of  our  history  occurring 
before  the  arrival  of  Europeans,  the  only  history  that  mattered  was  that  of 
our  being  "civilized"  and  coming  to  know  the  great  western  way. 

Of  course  it  should  not  surprise  us  that  films  like  this  exist.  After 
all,  throughout  the  entire  history  of  this  nation,  native  people  have 
been  looked  upon  as  being  less  than  human.  "The  Road  to  Eldorado" 
is  but  a link  in  a continuous  chain  of  dehumanizing  propaganda 
unleashed  upon  our  people  by  American  society  as  a whole. 

Therefore,  the  Mexika  Eagle  Society  urges  everyone  to 
boycott  this  film,  as  well  as  any  business'  which  do  promotional 
tie-ins  associated  with  the  movie.  Please  note:  this  is  not  some  juvenile 
scheme  about  being  respected  as  a "market"  of  consumers,  or  demanding 
respect  for  our  "buying  power."  These  things  mean  nothing  to  us.  This  is 
about  human  dignity  and  having  respect  for  the  history  and  traditions  of 
others . 

In  addition  to  boycotting  this  film,  join  us  in  public  protest  by 
expressing  your  concerns  in  writing  to  the  powers  at  be  at  Dreamworks  SKG: 
Call:  (818)  733-7774 
Patricia  Gonzalez 
100  Universal  Plaza  Bldg.  10 
Universal  City,  CA  91608 
(818)  733-7755 
Fax  (818)  733-7775 
pgonzalez@dreamworks . com 

- "RE:  Graves  Being  Destroyed"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Ian  2000  09:44:40  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : HELP- -article  to  submit 

Dear  Brother/Sister, 

There  is  a deeply  disturbing  issue  going  on  in  my  Homeland  of  Indiana.  My 
Peoples  graves  are  being  destroyed,  and  are  used  for  dump  sites.  Will  you 


help  us  by  placing  this  letter  (below)  in  your  newsletter  ? 

The  letter  you  are  about  to  read  has  not  hit  the  press,  or  the  Indiana 
Officials  yet;  but  it  will  within  the  week.  It  has  been  sent  out  to  other  NA 
newsletters,  and  to  AIM  of  Indiana.  Below  is  a copy  of  the  same,  without  the 
editing. 

Thanks  for  anything  that  you  can  do. 

Brenda  Maconaquah. 

State  of  Indiana 
To  Whom  it  may  Concern, 

There  are  things  that  need  to  be  brought  to  your  attention.  Weather  you 
are  a State  Representative,  Senator,  Council  Member,  Governor,  or  Mayor; 
these  things  which  I am  about  to  speak  of  needs  your  immediate  attention. 

In  the  area's  of  Bluffton  and  Riefsburg  Indiana  there  are  farmers  who  are 
destroying  graveyards.  These  activities  have  been  going  on  for  over  4 years. 

These  farmers  are  defacing  gravestones  ( taking  them  down  and  hiding  them, 
or  breaking  them  into  unreadable  pieces  ),  plowing  over  the  graves,  removing 
signs  that  mark  the  graves  entrances,  and  interfering  & threatening  the 
living  persons  who  come  to  visit  the  graves  of  their  loved  ones  who  have 
passed  on. 

Need  I remind  any  one  of  you  that  this  behavior  is  against  the  State  Laws, 
not  only  that  but  there  is  an  Native  American  Law  prohibiting  these  acts  of 
disgrace  ! ! ! 

These  graveyards  and  burial  places  are  of  Native  American  People  who  are 
the  ancestors  of  the  Wea  Indian  Tribe  of  Indiana.  I am  Brenda  Maconaquah 
Lindley,  a Wea  Indian  woman,  and  these  are  MY  PEOPLE,  my  family  members, 
that  are  being  desecrated,  and  plowed  over  like  trash.  I am  at  my  last 
recourse  here  and  hope  that  you  will  help  us  correct  this  problem. 

Almost  all  of  these  grave  sites  are  in  disparate  need  of  repairs,  fencing, 
sign/markers  and  general  maintenance.  At  this  point  in  time  I am  not  sure  if 
it  is  the  State  of  Indiana's  responsibility  to  clean  up  these  burial  grounds 
or  not.  However,  I assure  you  that  I will  be  finding  out. 

On  a last  note  I'd  also  like  to  inform  you  that  there  is  an  Ancient  Wea 

Indian  Village  in  Terre  Haute  Indiana,  called  The  Old  Orchard.  It  too 
contains  a burial  ground  of  my  Peoples.  It  is  behind  the  Lyco  Factory  down 
by  the  Wabash  River  & the  train  bridge.  There  still  remains  signs  on  the 
entrance  to  the  spot  from  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  American 
Revolution  War  soldiers  are  also  buried  here. 

This  scared  site  is  in  ruins  ! It  is  a garbage  dump  for  that  factory  and 
God  only  knows  who  else.  The  site  breeds  waste,  environmental  hazards,  and 
by  products  in  the  biggest  terms.  Not  only  should  the  City  of  Terre  Haute 
be  ashamed,  but  the  State  should  reprimand  them  for  this  offence.  The  City 
of  Terre  Haute,  or  if  the  Lyco  Factory  owns  it,  should  be  made  to  clean  up 
that  unsightly  mess  and  restore  it  to  the  beauty  and  grace  that  our 
Ancestors  once  kept  it  in. 

Terre  Haute  would  not  even  be  the  great  city  it  is  today  if  it  were  not 

for  my  5th  Great  Grandfather  Dacco  Godfroy's  Village  being  located  in  that 

very  spot  today. 

If  not  for  the  Wea  Indians,  then  the  State  and  Terre  Haute  should  hang 
their  heads  for  the  disgrace  that  they  have  shown  their  War  Soldiers 
graves.  In  the  name  of  our  ancestral  Veterans  of  this  Great  Nation  do 
something. 

I expect  a speedy  reply  from  all  of  you  and  your  people.  I and  the  Wea 
Tribe  of  Indian  expect  a plan  to  be  put  in  place  to  resolve  these  matters. 
Regards, 

Brenda  Maconaquah 
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Tribes  says  federal  government  must  immediately  implement  salmon  recovery 
programs 

The  Associated  Press 
01/28/00  9:19  PM  Eastern 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  (AP)  --  Tribal  leaders  told  federal  officials  in  a meeting 
earlier  this  week  that  they  must  immediately  implement  a comprehensive 
salmon  recovery  plan  to  meet  federal  treaty  obligations,  according  to  an 
announcement  Friday. 

"We  were  very  clear,  the  administration  must  fulfill  its  legal  and  moral 
treaty  obligations  to  our  tribes  and  the  salmon.  A plan  keeping  salmon  runs 
at  quasi-extinction  levels  for  the  next  100  years  is  not  acceptable,"  said 
lames  Holt,  the  chair  of  the  Columbia  River  Intertribal  Fish  Commission. 

Members  of  four  Northwest  tribes  with  treaty  rights  to  Columbia  salmon  met 
for  two  hours  with  White  House  officials  on  Tuesday. 

The  tribal  leaders  had  declined  comment  immediately  after  the  meeting. 

The  White  House  meeting  was  billed  as  a nation-to-nation  talk  on  joint 
efforts  to  revive  the  13  threatened  and  endangered  salmon  runs  in  the 
Columbia  River  Basin. 

The  four  Northwest  tribes  represented  by  the  commission  --  Yakama, 

Umatilla,  Warm  Springs  and  Nez  Perce  --  claim  salmon-fishing  rights  under 
1855  federal  treaties,  and  the  fish  have  long-standing  economic  and  cultural 
significance  for  tribal  members. 

Top  officials  from  more  than  a half-dozen  federal  agencies  and  offices 
attended  the  meeting,  along  with  tribal  leaders  and  representatives  of  the 
intertribal  commission. 

The  Intertribal  Fish  Commission  said  its  recommendations  included 
transitioning  federal  hatchery  operations  and  maintenance  to  tribal  control, 
protecting  and  restoring  watersheds  through  monitoring,  increasing  the  use  of 
surface  bypass  and  spill  technology,  and  making  improvements  in  adult 
passage. 

"It'll  take  hard  decisions  now  to  rebuild  and  get  fish  back  in  the  river. 
Options  have  to  be  weighed  against  time.  Time  is  what  salmon  have  the  least 
of,"  said  Olney  Patt  Dr.,  chairman  of  the  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Warm 
Springs  Reservation  of  Oregon. 

The  parties  agreed  to  hold  more  meetings  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  and  to 
meet  again  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in  March  or  April. 
c.2000  Oregon  Live  LLC 

Copyright  2000  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Arizona  Indian  Living  Treasures"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Dan  2000  12:54:40  -0800  (PST) 

From:  harrisonh@excite . com 

Sub j : Re:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.005 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

CONTACT: 

Harrison  Hamada 

Arizona  Indian  Living  Treasures 
(480)  655-1716 
harrisonh@excite . com 

Arizona  Indian  Living  treasures  is  pleased  to  announce  the  reelection  of 
Dr.  Emory  Sekaquaptewa  (Hopi)  as  President.  Dr.  Sekaquaptewa  was  elected 
to  an  unprecedented  third  term  by  a unanimous  vote.  His  leadership  has 
helped  to  make  the  organization  to  be  known  not  just  regionally,  but 
nationally  and  internationally.  Dr.  Sekaquaptewa  is  himself  a recipient 
of  the  award  and  is  most  noted  for  the  first  codification  of  the  Hopi 
Language  and  the  creation  of  the  first  Hopi-English  Dictionary.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  Anthropology  Department  of  the  University  of  Arizona. 

Arizona  Indian  Living  Treasures  is  a non-profit  organization  whose  mission 
is  to  recognize  outstanding  achievement  in  the  arts  by  senior  members  of 
Arizona  Tribes.  AILT  has  paid  tribute  to  outstanding  senior  artists  for  11 
years  as  a way  to  encourage  growth  in  the  arts,  and  the  preservation  of  both 


traditional  art  forms  and  contemporary  work  that  has  a strong  traditional 
base.  The  designation,  "Living  Treasure"  is  recognition  for  a body  of  works 
that  is  a benchmark  for  younger  artists  to  strive  for.  Some  notable  past 
recipients  of  the  award  include  Charles  Loloma,  Beatin  Yazz,  Faye  Tso  and 
the  first  husband/wife  team  to  win  the  award,  Lawrence  and  Griselda  Saufkie. 
The  Smithsonian  Institution  has  cited  AILT  as  the  first  organization  to 
recognize  elder  American  Indian  artists  for  outstanding  achievement. 

Last  October,  Governor  lane  Hull  Proclaimed  October  16th  Arizona  Indian 
Living  Treasure  Day. 

"RE : Newcastle  Dig  Yields  Tribal  Village"  

Date:  Mon,  24  lan  2000  07:36:30  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  01-23-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Newcastle  dig  yields  tribal  village 
By  Chip  Minty 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
01/22/2000 

NEWCASTLE  --  Archaeologists  have  unearthed  the  remains  of  what  they 
believe  is  a former  Wichita  Indian  village  that  existed  800  to  1,000  years 
ago  on  the  south  bank  of  the  South  Canadian  River. 

A dozen  archaeologists  working  at  the  three-  acre  site  since  mid- 
November  have  recovered  thousands  of  artifacts  that  will  help  paint  a 
picture  of  what  life  may  have  been  like  on  the  Oklahoma  plains  at  the 
start  of  the  millennium. 

State  Archaeologist  Robert  Brooks  said  workers  have  found  hundreds  of 
pieces  of  pottery  as  well  as  50  tools  the  people  used  as  they  hunted, 
gathered  and  farmed  in  the  area  that  now  is  Newcastle. 

Brooks  and  his  colleagues  were  summoned  in  November  to  test  the  site, 
which  is  being  considered  as  a possible  location  of  a power  plant  by  Duke 
Energy  of  North  America. 

Principal  site  investigator  Christopher  Cojeen  said  preliminary 
excavations  found  pottery  and  other  artifacts  a couple  of  feet  below  the 
surface. 

The  subsequent  six-week  dig  has  slowly  uncovered  evidence  of  a well- 
established  village,  complete  with  thatch  huts  and  hearths  for  cooking 
fires . 

Cojeen  and  Brooks  estimate  the  village  was  inhabited  for  40  to  50  years. 

They  think  it  included  10  to  20  houses,  but  they  are  uncertain  of  the 
number  of  people  who  may  have  populated  the  settlement. 

Brooks  said  workers  have  uncovered  the  remains  of  two  villagers  who  were 
apparently  buried  at  the  site.  He  said  those  remains  have  been  turned  over 
to  the  Wichita  tribe  for  reburial. 

Based  on  the  storage  pits,  tools  and  pottery  archaeologists  have  found. 
Brooks  described  the  villagers  as  hunters,  gatherers  and  farmers. 

He  said  they  gathered  seedy  flowering  plants  such  as  "pig  weed"  and 
"goose  foot"  as  well  as  other  wild  vegetation.  They  farmed  beans  and  corn. 
Trash  pits  uncovered  in  the  excavation  also  revealed  scores  of  animal 
bones . 

Brooks  said  no  major  revelations  about  plains  Indian  life  1000  years  ago 
have  come  from  the  site  so  far,  but  the  evidence  has  cumulative  value. 

"It  tells  a story,"  Brooks  said.  "It's  all  cumulative  knowledge.  ...  You 
find  something  a little  different  at  each  site." 

Analysis  of  their  findings  will  begin  immediately.  That  which  will 
include  carbon  dating  some  of  the  artifacts  to  get  a closer  estimate  of 
the  village's  age. 

Richard  Fernandez,  spokesman  for  Duke  Energy,  said  his  company  is  not 
certain  whether  it  will  follow  through  with  its  proposed  power  plant  on 
the  site. 


"RE : George  Still  Day  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  25  lan  2000  20:58:31  EST 

From:  Ojibwawife@aol.com 

Sub j : George  Still  Day  Update 

I've  finally  received  a letter  from  George  stating  that  for  the  first  time 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year  he  has  received  my  mail.  He  has  been  given 
a permanent  assignment  now  and  is  on  permanent  23  hour  lockdown,  with  one 
visit  and  one  phone  call  allowed  per  month.  He  has  been  told  he  was  given 
this  classification  based  on  his  "assault  of  a guard  in  Virginia"  For  those 
of  you  who  don't  already  know  George's  complete  story,  in  a nutshell  he  was 
attacked  by  guards  in  Virginia,  he  fought  back  injuring  three  of  them,  they 
tied  his  hands  and  feet  behind  his  back  and  beat  him  for  2 1/2  hours,  then, 
when  George  filed  grievances  against  them,  he  was  set  up  on  assault  charges 
so  that  he  couldn't  sue  the  state.  This  isn't  an  unusual  event  or  the 
exception  to  the  rule  and  George  is  neither  the  first  nor  the  last  that  this 
has  happened  to,  just  a case  a little  more  publicized.  For  the  last  five 
years,  he  has  petitioned  for  rehab  programs  for  Native  American  inmates, 
served  as  a counselor  for  the  SHAPE  UP  program  for  troubled  youth,  is 
founding  director  of  N.A.T.I.V.E.S. , sponsored  World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  as 
a four  year  commitment  to  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Keeper  of  the  White  Buffalo 
Calf  Pipe,  (who  also  asked  the  blessing  for  George's  Cannupa),  did  fund 
raising  inside  for  elders  for  heat  for  the  winter,  had  inmates  families  help 
with  clothes  drives  and  promoted  a clean  and  sober  way  of  life,  discouraging 
gang  participation  and  in  general  tried  everything  he  could  to  make  a 
positive  impact  on  other  inmates  and  youth  heading  for  trouble.  For  being  a 
vocal  advocate  for  spiritual/human/civil  rights  and  for  filing  and  winning  a 
lawsuit  for  those  rights  he  was  targeted  in  Colorado  and  labeled  a 
"management  problem"  ***The  DOC  and  the  STATE  does  NOT  like  being  told  to 
follow  their  own  laws  and  especially  dislike  losing  lawsuits!  (he  only  filed 
for  his  rights,  he  did  not  file  for  money).  Therefore  his  transfer.  Anyone 
wishing  to  know  more  about  George's  case  can  contact  Darknight  field  notes 
for  a copy  of  their  prison  issue.  I will  be  glad  to  give  that  address  to 
those  who  may  be  interested  in  learning  more,  not  only  about  Native  inmate 
issues,  but  Indigenous  issues  in  general.  It  is  a wonderful  activist's 
publication.  I don't  promise  that  it  is  easy  reading  by  any  means,  but  will 
make  you  think  about  what  is  happening  on  the  North  and  South  American 
continents  to  all  Indigenous  peoples.  For  those  who  would  like  to  write  to 
George,  his  newest  address  is: 

George  R.  Still  Day  910896 
OSP,  POB  97,  NE-5K 
McAlester,  Oklahoma  74502-0097 

"RE;  Washington  Post  Covers  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Ian  2000  12:51:05  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Washington  Post  Covers  Peltier 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

About  Prisons 

By  Colman  McCarthy 

Sunday,  January  16,  2000;  Page  X13 


From  inside  and  outside  the  nation's  prisons,  six  authors  ask 
whether  better  methods  exist  for  deterring  and  punishing  crime. 

They  answer  yes. 

As  prison  construction  increases  by  leaps  and  the  number  of 
people  caged  in  them  by  bounds,  so  also  are  there  surges  in 
the  flow  of  prison  literature.  It  ranges  from  cell-bound  first 
person  accounts  of  lockdown  living  to  sociological  essays 
confirming  the  negative  results  of  mass  imprisonment  that 
former  Virginia  Gov.  L.  Douglas  Wilder  spoke  of  in  1992: 

"It  is  absolutely  insane  the  amount  of  money  we  spend  on 
corrections.  What  we  have  been  doing  is  not  right.  But  it's 
very  difficult  for  politicians,  and  I am  one  of  them,  to  say  we 
have  been  wrong  and  that  we've  got  to  revisit,  revise  and 
restructure  the  whole  system." 

Part  of  the  costly  system  of  which  Wilder  speaks  is  Virginia's 
death  row,  the  scene  of  more  executions  since  colonial  times 
than  any  of  the  other  37  death-penalty  states.  In  Dead  Run: 
the  Untold  Story  of  Dennis  Stockton  and  America's  Only  Mass 
Escape  from  Death  Row  (Times  Books,  $25),  Doe  Dackson  and 
William  F.  Burke  3r.  take  us  into  the  shadows  of  Mecklenburg 
Correctional  Center,  in  south-central  Virginia,  a facility  packed 
with  the  condemned,  lackson,  a reporter  at  the  Virginian-Pilot 
from  1985  to  1997,  and  Burke,  an  editor  there  since  1980, 
examine  in  masterful  detail  the  realities  of  death  row  from 
1983  to  1995.  The  dates  span  the  confinement  of  Dennis 
Stockton . 

(clipped) 

lackson  and  Burke,  a pair  of  conscientious  and  hard-digging 
journalists,  did  their  double-  and  triple-checking  to  get  their 
story.  "We  found  over  the  years  that  Stockton  was  surprisingly 
reliable  concerning  details,"  they  write  of  a man  who,  in  the  end, 
proved  to  be  a gifted  writer  himself. 

The  same  can  be  said  for  Leonard  Peltier.  That  is  the  Anglo  name  -- 
though  he  is  not  an  Anglo  --  of  Tate  Wikuwa,  which  in  the  Lakota 
language  means  Wind  Chases  the  Sun.  Peltier  does  not  consider 
himself  an  American,  that  too  being  an  imposed  name.  Of  Ojibway 
and  Dakota  Sioux  bloodlines,  he  calls  himself  "a  native  of  Great 
Turtle  Island.  . . . I am  of  the  Okce  Wicasa  --  the  Common  People, 
the  Original  People.  Our  sacred  land  is  under  occupation,  and  we 
are  now  all  prisoners,  not  just  me." 

Peltier's  steel  and  concrete  cell  is  in  the  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
federal  prison.  At  55,  he  is  in  the  24th  year  of  a double  life 
sentence  after  a 1976  conviction  in  Fargo,  N.D.,  for  the  murder 
of  FBI  agents  lack  Coler  and  Ronald  Williams.  Versions  of  the 
trial  and  pre-trial  events  --  false  affidavits,  FBI  coercion  and 
intimidation  of  witnesses,  suppression  of  exo-nerating  evidence, 
prosecutorial  inconsistencies  --  can  be  found  in  Peter 
Matthiessen ' s In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Florse:  The  Story  of  Leonard 
Peltier  and  the  FBI's  War  on  the  American  Indian  Movement,  in 
Robert  Redford ' s documentary  film  "Incident  at  Oglala,"  in  the 
literature  of  Amnesty  International  and  the  testimonies  of  Ramsey 
Clark. 

In  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance  (St.  Martin's,  $22.95, 
edited  by  Harvey  Arden),  Peltier  covers  new  ground  --  the  territories 
of  his  inner  life,  the  expanses  of  his  justice-seeking  vision  for  tribal 
people  and  his  reflections  about  imprisonment  or  what  he  calls  being 
"a  houseguest  in  hell."  Some  of  the  38  chapters  are  brief  bursts  of 
mystical  prayers  and  poems;  others  are  cries  for  reconciliation.  In 
some  places,  Peltier's  prose  slips  into  bullhorn  decibels.  He  says,  for 
example,  that  "white  society  would  like  now  to  terminate  us  [Indians] 
as  peoples  and  push  us  off  our  reservations  so  they  can  steal  our 
remaining  mineral  and  oil  resources."  This  blanket  accusation  ignores 
a fair  amount  of  contrary  evidence,  starting  with  the  current  federal 


court  case  that  would  restore  billions  of  dollars  to  tribal  members 
whose  trust  funds  --  in  the  opinions  of  a white  judge,  white  lawyers 
representing  Indians  and  white  federal  officials  --  have  been 
mismanaged . 

But  the  occasional  lapse  into  bombast  is  a minor  flaw, 
considering  the  rage  that  Peltier  feels  he  is  justified  in 
expressing.  In  its  most  eloquent  and  passionate  sections. 

Prison  Writings  deserves  a place  alongside  the  best  works 
of  Vine  Deloria  Dr.,  M.  Scott  Momaday,  Mary  Summer  Rain 
and  other  Indian  authors. 

Many  of  Peltier's  reflections  are  echoed  in  Letters  From  Robben 
Island:  A Selection  of  Ahmed  Kathrada's  Prison  Correspondence, 

1964-1989  (Michigan  State  Univ.;  paperback  $22.95).  During  his 
26  years  of  confinement  in  the  same  South  African  prison  that 
held  Nelson  Mandela,  Kathrada  wrote  more  than  800  letters. 

Nearly  all  were  smuggled  out  or  heavily  censored.  Incoming  mail 
received  similar  treatment.  A letter  came  to  Kathrada  in  1964 
that  mentioned  the  election  of  Harold  Wilson  of  the  British  Labour 
Party.  Censors  decreed  that  this  was  "sensitive  information." 

Kathrada  was  given  the  letter  18  years  later. 

See  the  following  path  for  the  rest  of  the  story. . . 

http: //www. Washington post . com/wp- srv/WPlate/2000- 01/16/1021- 011600- idx. html 
To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE : Message  from  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Dan  2000  18:35:16  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Message  from  Leonard  Peltier 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Message  from  Leonard  Peltier: 

Dear  friends. 

The  LPDC  received  a phone  call  from  Rosalyn  Dumping  Bull  yesterday.  She  is 
involved  in  the  "take  over"  of  the  tribal  office  on  Pine  Ridge.  She  says 
that  this  move  was  lead,  for  the  most  part,  by  elders  and  they  are  totally 
unarmed.  She  explained  that  the  FEMA  trailers  which  replaced  the  demolished 
homes  of  the  recent  tornado  victims  have  very  thin  walls  and  are  difficult  to 
heat.  As  most  of  you  know,  winters  on  Pine  Ridge  are  harsh,  especially  when 
people  are  not  prepared.  She  said  that  they  had  been  asking  the  council  for 
help,  but  they  refused.  They  said  they  had  no  funds.  They  want  to  know 
where  the  federal  and  casino  monies  are  going  and  they  want  adequate  living 
conditions  to  be  provided  to  the  people.  I am  asking  you  to  support  them  in 
whatever  way  they  request.  They  are  planning  to  stay  in  the  building  until 
an  audit  of  the  tribal  funds  is  obtained.  I am  disappointed  that  things  have 
not  changed  much  at  Pine  Ridge  since  I have  been  in  prison. 

I am  told  that  they  need  non  perishable  food,  phone  cards,  bottled  water, 
blankets,  and  cigarettes  to  be  sent  to  them.  If  you  can  help,  please  send 
support  items  to  Rosalyn  Dumping  Bull: 

Box  207 

Oglala,  SD  57764 

I would  also  like  to  thank  everyone  at  this  time  who  donated  gifts  for  the 
Pine  Ridge  Holiday  Drive.  Geraldine  Danis  and  Rosalyn  Dumping  Bull  wrote  to 
tell  me  that  they  received  many  very  nice  gifts  which  made  a lot  of  children 
happy  and  they  appreciate  your  support.  So,  thank  you  my  friends  for  your 
solidarity  and  cooperation. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 
(dictated  by  phone) 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 


Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Sun,  30  Han  2000  19:41:37  -0520 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub  j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html.  The  list  is  compiled  from 
contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and  from 
Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison.  If 
you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My  thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for 
giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Williams,  Mark  Andrew 

Welbaum,  Billy  Joe 

#235-737 

#327-862 

PO  Box  740 

PO  Box  45699 

London,  OH  43140 

Lucasville,  OH  45699-0001 

Date  of  Birth:  6/8/66 

Wellen,  Shawn 

Date  of  Birth:  9/23/59 
Ancestry:  Navajo 

#199-224 

Wilson,  Harold  Gene 

PO  Box  1812 

DOC  930692 

Marion,  OH  43302 

PO  Box  41 

Ancestry:  Cherokee/Fox 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  9/4/68 

Williams,  lames 

Joseph 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

#186904  IICCC 

Wogan,  Terry  Orin 

PO  Box  900 

#308-685 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Wolfgang,  Jr.,  Eric  J. 

Date  of  Birth:  2/24/60 

# BZ-2211  D/B/28 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Ancestry:  Seneca 

New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families  and 

contact . 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 


Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Janet  Smith 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Han  2000  22:41:37  -0500 
From:  Brabara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - 1/19/00 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
-FROM  THE- 
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THE  TOWN  OF  NOGOOD. 


My  friend,  have  you  heard  of  the  town  of  Nogood 
On  the  banks  of  the  river  slow. 

Where  blooms  the  Waitawhile  flower  fair 
Where  the  sometimeorother  scents  the  air. 

And  the  soft  Goeasys  grow? 

It  lies  in  the  valley  of  Whatstheuse, 

In  the  province  of  Letherslide; 
Thattiredfeeling  is  native  there 

It's  the  home  of  the  reckless  Idon'tcare 
Where  the  Giveitups  abide. 

The  town  of  Nogood  is  all  hedged  about 
By  the  mountains  of  despair; 

No  sentinel  stands  on  its  gloomy  walls 
No  trumpet  to  battle  and  triumph  calls 
For  cowards  alone  are  there. 

My  friend,  from  the  dead-alive  town  Nogood 
If  you  would  keep  far  away. 

Dust  follow  your  duty  through  good  and  ill. 

Take  this  for  your  motto,  "I  can,  I will," 

And  live  up  to  it  each  day. 

-New  Haven  Register. 


NOT  SO  HARD  TO  CONQUER. 


"Do  you  have  trouble  in  managing  your  Indian  boys  and  girls?"  is  often 
asked . 

"None  whatever,"  was  the  reply  of  one  long  in  the  service. 

"How  do  you  do  it?" 

"I  will  give  a little  incident  which  illustrates  one  way  of  doing  it. 
One  of  my  little  boys  who  understands  English  but  does  not  read  or 
write,  evidently  has  experienced  many  hard  knocks.  He  must  have  been 
whipped  into  obedience  by  those  over  him. 

One  day  I wished  to  speak  to  him  privately  and  asked  him  to  come  to  my 
room. 


"What  fur?"  he  asked,  bracing  himself  for  a fight. 

"Never  mind  what  for.  I want  to  tell  you  something.  Come  down  to  my 
room,  and  see." 

"What  you  going  to  do?"  he  again  repeated  saucily. 

The  fact  is  he  had  been  very  unruly  for  some  time,  and  I wished  to 
correct  him,  and  he  evidently  knew  he  deserved  something  pretty  severe. 

"Come  along.  I will  tell  you  when  you  get  there." 

He  finally  went  shuffling  along  the  hall  and  dropped  sullenly  into  a 
chair . 

"What  do  you  want?"  he  said,  drawing  himself  to  the  edge  of  the  chair 
and  bristling  with  anger  and  bravado. 

"I  want  to  tell  you  something  I heard  about  you  today,  something  very 
nice. " 

"Is  that  so?"  and  his  countenance  changed  from  fierceness  to 
gentleness  and  expectancy. 

"Yes.  I heard  today  that  you  are  a good  worker  and  that  you  swept 
your  school-room  the  best  of  any  boy." 

"Is  that  so?"  he  said  again. 

"Yes . " 

"Who  said  it?" 

"The  janitor  said  it.  Isn't  that  pretty  nice?" 

"Yes,  ma'am." 

Then  followed  a talk  in  which  I asked  about  his  people,  gave  kindly 
advice  and  told  him  how  I expected  him  to  do  as  well  in  quarters  as  he 
had  done  in  the  school-room,  etc.  An  Indian  child  requires  no  different 
treatment  from  the  child  of  any  other  race,  but  the  most  difficult  thing 
for  otherwise  sensible  people  to  understand  is  that  very  fact. 

The  little  boy  who  is  not  able  to  read  these  lines  did  better  from 
that  time  on,  proving  conclusively  that  kindness  and  a touch  of  sympathy 
will  rule  oftentimes  when  harshness  would  fail." 


[photo:  Cliff  dwellings.  Flagstaff,  Arizona,  on  the  Santa  Fe  route.] 
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The  California  Trip. 

On  Saturday  evening  the  English  Speaking  meeting  resolved  itself  into 
a football  experience  meeting.  As  the  trip  to  California  was  the  most 
memorable  one  ever  made  by  the  students  of  our  school  the  hour  was  given 
up  to  the  several  accounts  of  some  of  the  team  who  had  returned  the  week 
before.  Dames  Dohnson  was  the  first  speaker  and  told  of  the  good  times, 
enjoyed  between  Carlisle  and  Sana  Francisco.  Salt  Lake  City  Soldiers' 
Summit,  where  they  found  it  45  degrees  below  zero,  the  steep  precipices 
around  which  they  were  taken  by  the  locomotive,  the  beautiful  scenery  of 


the  Sierra  Nevada  range,  Sacramento  and  summer  land  were  all  touched 
upon . 

Charles  Roberts  was  given  "San  Franciso  and  the  game."  The  boys  liked 
Golden  Gate  Park,  the  grizzly  bear  who  resides  there,  and  the  view  of 
the  Pacific,  the  Cliff  House,  the  seal  on  the  rock.  They  visited 
Chinatown,  and  purchased  some  trinkets.  The  silver  dollars  fastened  to 
the  counters  and  a joke  on  the  boys  who  tried  to  pick  one  up,  their 
going  to  Church  on  Sunday,  all  were  spoken  of.  In  regard  to  the  game, 
the  Berkley  boys  refused  to  use  the  regulation  ball.  This,  with  the 
sand  in  which  they  had  to  play,  so  different  from  the  turf  which  they 
were  accustomed  to,  prevented  them  from  scoring  as  much  as  they  had 
thought  they  might.  The  Indians'  ball  was  always  in  the  territory  of 
the  Berkleyites,  and  their  own  goal  was  never  in  danger.  The  score, 
which  has  been  published  all  over  the  country,  was  2 to  0 in  our  favor. 

Joseph  Scholder  described  the  trip  from  San  Francisco  to  Perris  and 
their  visit  there.  He  told  of  the  warm  climate  and  their  view  of  Los 
Angeles.  Some  of  the  boys  thought  they  were  going  to  Paris,  mistaking 
the  pronunciation  of  the  name,  but  the  roses  and  tropical  plants,  the 
tempting  orange  groves  and  summer  landscapes  made  it  almost  paradise 
instead  of  Paris.  They  were  royally  received  at  Perris.  They  had  band 
music,  mandolin  tunes  galore  well  played,  dress  parade,  pretty  girls  to 
help  entertain  them,  a baseball  game  and  the  best  of  times  all  around. 

Artie  Miller  carried  us  from  Perris  to  Phoenix.  They  passed  orange 
orchards,  over  mountains  and  through  deserts.  During  one  wait  of  six 
hours,  the  boys  chased  jack  rabbits  for  pastime.  They  arrived  at  this 
great  Indian  school  in  the  heart  of  Arizona's  fruit  belt  at  night.  The 
buildings  are  nice  and  the  park  around  the  buildings  a delight  to  the 
eyes.  About  6000  people  witnessed  a game  between  the  Phoenix  boys  and 
the  Carlisle  team,  which  resulted  in  a score  of  86  to  6.  The  weather 
was  very  hot,  the  mercury  ranging  from  85  to  90j  too  hot  to  play  a 
lively  game. 

John  Warren  took  us  from  Phoenix  to  Albuquerque.  The  trip,  taking  it 
all  in  all,  had  fulfilled  one  of  the  greatest  desires  of  his  heart. 

They  thought  Albuquerque  was  a dull  place  when  they  first  arrived,  but 
came  to  a very  different  conclusion  before  they  got  away.  The  promenade 
party,  the  nice  supper,  the  jollity  of  the  girls  and  of  some  of  the 
teachers  who  are  not  so  old  (laughter  made  them  so  sad  to  leave  that 
some  of  the  boys  came  near  being  left. 

From  Albuquerque  to  Santa  Fe  was  Isaac  Seneca's  proportion.  This,  the 

second  oldest  town  in  the  United  States,  interested  the  boys.  Dr. 

Montezuma,  the  life  of  the  party,  was  a little  late  in  getting  out  here 
as  the  hour  of  arrival  was  quite  early.  They  were  cordially  received, 
inspected  the  buildings,  and  the  curious  places  of  the  old  town.  There 
are  no  sky  scrapers  in  Santa  Fe.  In  that  the  boys  were  disappointed, 
supposing  the  city  would  look  like  other  cities.  The  old  State  capitol 
is  not  over  twenty  feet  high.  The  burros  amused  the  boys,  and  Thaddeus 
Redwater,  the  smallest  (?)  one  of  their  party  had  to  ride  one. 

From  Santa  Fe  to  Lawrence,  Kansas,  and  the  visit  at  Haskell  was  Edward 
Rogers'  part  of  the  story.  A three  hours'  wait  at  La  Dunta  for  the  car 
of  the  governor  of  Utah,  brought  them  to  Haskell  at  an  unexpectedly 

early  hour,  and  as  soon  as  they  arrived  the  car  was  boarded  by  a lot  of 

students,  some  of  whom  were  ex-Carlisle  boys.  They  found  our  boys 
unprepared  for  a reception,  but  it  did  not  take  them  long  to  make 
ready.  The  shops  at  Haskell,  the  size  and  equipment  of  the  wagon  and 
the  blacksmith  shops  especially  were  commented  upon  as  superior  to 
ours.  Some  of  the  others  are  not  so  good.  The  printing  office  is 
getting  in  a good  supply  of  type  and  material,  and  the  engine  room  is 
fine.  The  school  buildings  seemed  small  and  crowded,  but  their  assembly 
hall  or  chapel  is  a fine  structure  with  opera  chairs. 

Capt.  Wheelock  brought  us  home  from  Haskell  and  gave  a general  review 
of  the  whole  trip.  The  cattle  on  the  plains  seemed  to  impress  him  and 
the  skeletons  of  the  carcasses  by  the  way.  Taking  all  in  all  they  were 
very  glad  to  get  back  to  Carlisle. 

Major  Pratt  at  the  close  thought  that  the  trip  had  dome  them  good  and 
said  that  travel  was  a great  educator.  Someone  has  said  that  a trip  to 


Japan  is  the  best  means  to  get  knowledge. 


Did  the  football  boys  mention  any  of  the  Carlisle  students  who  are 
working  at  the  various  schools  they  visited?  We  would  like  to  hear 
about  them. 
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Soft  skating. 

Snow  Sunday. 

Dr.  Eastman  is  still  improving. 

The  new  music  room  is  now  in  daily  use  by  classes. 

Mr.  John  Given  has  gone  back  to  school  near  Chicago. 

The  carpenters  are  making  "horses"  for  the  harness  makers. 

Caleb  Sickles  '98  has  gone  to  Philadelphia  to  "make  his  fortune." 

The  new  art  room  is  also  being  used,  tho'  only  partially  furnished. 

If  you  want  to  see  a busy  department  just  peep  in  the  sewing  room. 

Miss  Burgess  is  spending  Sunday  with  her  parents  in  Columbia  County. 

Miss  Ely  has  gone  to  Bucks  County  to  attend  the  wedding  of  a nephew. 

Members  of  the  Senior  clas  have  begun  work  upon  their  final  essays. 

Libbie  Archiquette  left  on  Wednesday  for  her  new  home  at  West  Chester. 

Mrs.  Bakeless,  Master  John  and  Miss  Catherine  have  returned  from 
Milroy . 

Mr.  Lindsey  Gardner,  of  Baltimore,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Senseney,  last 
week. 

Tomicock  came  from  the  hospital  one  day  lately  to  visit  her  friend, 
Esanetuck. 

At  Teachers'  Meeting,  McMurray's  General  Methods  is  used  for  a short 
time  each  session. 

The  painters  are  very  busy  painting  buggies  for  some  special  orders 
that  have  come  in. 

Lilian  St.  Cyr  has  been  assisting  in  Miss  Luckenbach's  office  for 
several  half  days  during  the  week. 

On  Saturday  last  Zenia  Tibbetts  returned  to  her  country  home  with  Miss 
E.D.  Edge  at  Downington. 

Father  Ganss  is  giving  the  Catholic  boys  and  girls  special  training  in 
rendering  some  of  their  beautiful  church  music. 

The  morning  prayer  meeting  in  Girls'  Quarters  is  held  for  the  ten 
minutes  following  breakfast  in  Mrs.  Dorsett's  room. 

The  girls  in  Quarters  are  asking  for  a new  order  of  things  on  the 
monthly  social.  Promenading  has  grown  monotonous. 

Comment  on  books  from  the  library  that  have  been  helpful  to  the 
various  teachers  has  been  an  intersting  and  profitable  feature. 

It  is  said  that  the  girls  are  much  more  orderly  in  chapel  than  are  the 
boys.  It  is  also  rumored  that  there  is  yet  room  for  improvement. 

Major  Pratt  is  in  Washington  on  business,  and  Mrs.  Pratt  and 
granddaughter.  Miss  Mary  Stevick,  went  to  Philadelphia  for  a few  days. 

Invincibles,  tonight;  Mr.  J.  Wheelock  and  Mr.  Simon;  Standards,  Misses 
Mclntire  and  Newcomer;  Susans,  Messrs.  Snyder  and  Hudson. 

Mr.  Norman  has  now  a telephone  in  his  house  in  Carlisle,  and  promises 
to  favor  us  occasionally  with  a banjo  solo  through  telephone. 

Look  out  for  wet  feet! 

There  is  a rumor  that  the  girls  were  "tired"  of  the  talk  Saturday 
night  about  "pretty  girls."  They  will  sound  their  note  later.  Look 
out ! 

George  Willard,  Joseph  Brown,  Eugene  Tibbetts  and  Thomas  Griffin  have 
entered  the  printing  office,  this  week,  making  our  force  now  27. 

Ernest  Robitaille  is  with  us  again  after  a very  pleasant  trip  to 
Minnesota.  He  intends  finishing  his  law  course  at  the  Dickinson  Law 
School  in  June. 

A few  of  the  girls  were  the  guests  of  Mrs.  Dorsett  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  The  laughter  heard  in  the  hall,  indicated  that  they  were 
having  a "good  time." 

Mrs.  Cook  led  last  Sunday  evening's  service,  the  subject  being  "The 
Prodigal  Son."  An  interesting  illustration  of  Christ's  power  was  the 
use  of  a magnet. 


At  the  Teachers'  Club  on  Saturday  night  one  table  discussed  Burns, 
giving  quotations.  It  was  noticed  that  the  ice  cream  melted  when  "Do 
Anderson,  my  Do'  was  recited. 

John  Watson,  a Missionary  of  the  Society  of  Friends  who  has  lived  for 
many  years  at  Hillside,  Indian  Territory,  was  among  the  visitors  this 
week. 

Cora  Wheeler,  who  is  at  the  Woman's  Hospital  in  Philadelphia,  taking  a 
course  in  nursing,  says  that  "When  my  HELPER  reaches  me  while  yet  on 
duty  I always  pass  it  on  to  my  patients,  who  enjoy  reading  it." 

Mrs.  DeLoss  and  Mrs.  Wheelock  are  enthusiastic  pupils  of  Mrs. 
Livingston  and  are  rapidly  acquiring  the  principles  of  scientific  dress 
cutting  and  fitting.  The  students  who  are  learning  the  system  are  Sara 
Kennedy,  Minnie  Nick,  Bertha  Pierce,  Katie  Johnson  and  Lilly  Felix. 

The  Sophomore  Class  held  a very  interesting  debate  in  their  class 
room,  on  Monday  evening  on  the  question.  Resolved  - That  woman  suffrage 
should  be  adopted  by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  speakers  were  very  earnest  in  their  presentation  of 
arguments  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  Mrs.  Cook  may  well  be  proud 
of  her  class. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Himes,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Todd 
Hosptial,  Carlisle,  has  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Miss  Hill, 
which  speaks  for  itself:  "At  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  held 
January  9th,  I was  requested  to  express  the  thanks  of  the  Board  to  you 
and  all  those  who  contributed  through  you,  for  the  handsome  wall  stand, 
which  is  such  a valuable  addition  to  the  Hospital." 

Mr.  Simon  continued  his  talk  on  the  French  Revolution  of  last  week, 
dealing  especially  with  the  "Reign  of  Terror."  The  series  of  Talks  on 
French  History  have  been  very  interesting  and  instructive.  They  will 
continue  until  March. 

The  new  Juniors  and  those  deficient  in  their  Junior  work  are  now 
taking  book  keeping,  and  studying  to  bring  up  their  deficiencies.  If 
this  can  be  done  satisfactorily,  they  will  be  allowed  to  enter  the  class 
of  1901. 
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AN  INDIAN  BOY'S  ACCOUNT  OF  A SAD  LOSS. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  the  death  of  Abram  K.  Vail,  of  Quakertown, 
was  noted  some  weeks  since.  He  was  a great  friend  to  the  school  and  to 
the  Indian  in  general,  and  for  years  has  had  Indian  boys  in  his  family. 

One  living  now  with  Howard  E.  Vail,  tells  the  story  of  the  last  days 
of  our  esteemed  patron  in  words  peculiarly  his  own,  which  show  kindness 
and  appreciation,  and  that  the  busy,  thrifty  life  of  one  he  admired  has 
left  its  impress  for  good. 

"Abram  Vail  built  a new  barn,"  he  says,  and  had  everything  handy.  He 
bought  a gasoline  engine  and  bought  a new  thrashing  machine.  He  got  a 
man  to  set  the  pump  right  by  the  gasoline  engine  and  made  everything 
handy. 

The  water  is  pumped  by  the  gasoline  engine  now.  We  don't  have  the 
horse  power  when  we  thrash,  the  thrashing  machine  runs  by  the  gasoline 
engine. 

When  he  got  the  barn  done,  then  he  made  a new  hog  pen  and  made 
everything  handy  there,  took  and  was  going  to  build  a new  hen  house, 
too . 

On  25th  of  November  he  went  down  to  Pittstown  and  bought  lumber  for 
the  hen  house.  He  went  in  A.M  P.M.  he  went  with  his  hired  man  to 
peach-orchard  to  trim  some  trees.  Pretty  nearly  four  o'clock  the  men 
came  running  down  on  horse  back.  Took  carriage  up  there,  when  they  came 
down  with  carriage  here  was  dead  body  of  A.  K.  Vail. 

He  build  lots  new  things  and  didn't  enjoyed  after  all.  It  was  too 
bad.  I always  like  Abram  K.  Vail.  He  worked  right  up  to  the  last. 

Died  while  working." 


GOOD  FRIENDS  AT  CARLISLE  REMEMBERED. 


We  all  remember  Ramona  who  married  Asa  Dahklugie  after  they  went  home 
to  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma.  They  appear  to  be  doing  nicely.  A recent 
letter  from  her  says: 

"Through  the  interest  of  Mr.  Wright,  we  have  a mission  school,  and 
they  hold  church  as  they  have  no  church  house  yet.  They  have  organized 
a Christian  Endeavor;  nearly  all  the  members  are  Carlisle  students." 

She  says  that  Chihuahua  is  well,  but  "poor  man,  he  is  getting  old." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Chihuahua  with  the  other  Apache  Indians  of 
Fort  Sill  were  prisoners  of  war  for  a number  of  years  in  Florida,  and 
that  they  afterwards  were  moved  to  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  finally  were 
transferred  to  their  present  location.  Ramona  was  one  of  a number  of 
children  sent  to  us  by  the  Government,  to  educate. 

She  closes  her  interesting  letter  with  these  words: 

"Dear  Major,  I often  think  of  the  good  friends  I have  at  Carlisle.  I 
always  remember  the  kind  faces  of  the  teachers.  We  are  both  well  and 
happy  but  sometimes  we  have  hard  times  with  the  old  Indians." 


THE  TWENTY-FOUR  HOURS  OF  THE  DAY. 


The  President  of  Harvard  University  recently  advised  the  students  to 
thus  proportion  their  day: 

Study,  ten  hours;  Sleep,  eight;  Exercise,  two;  Social  duties,  one; 
meals,  three. 

The  Carlisle  pupil  has  about  nine  hours  of  study  if  his  trade 
experience  is  counted  as  study. 

The  BEST  studies  are  those  which  force  out  of  us  a certain  amount  of 
work  that  MUST  BE  accomplished. 

There  is  little  theory  about  our  work  here  at  Carlisle,  but  an  immense 
deal  of  practicality. 

The  work  is  before  us. 

It  must  be  done  in  the  shortest  and  best  way. 

We  have  to  make  a study  of  how  to  turn  out  the  most  in  a given  time, 
and  how  to  do  it  well. 

Hence  our  trade  studies  and  experience  are  helpful  in  a large  degree. 

The  writer  was  told  of  a college  graduate,  who  not  so  long  since 
applied  for  a position  and  secured  it,  but  he  could  not  keep  it. 

Why? 

Because  he  had  so  little  practical  knowledge  about  the  commonest 
things  of  life,  that  he  was  of  no  use  in  a place  requiring  systematic 
push  and  concentration  of  business  thought. 

The  young  man  was  advised  to  take  a course  in  some  trade  school,  and 
did  so. 

He  then  secured  an  excellent  position  and  kept  it.  He  had  become  a 
changed  man,  a benefit  to  the  world  and  a great  satisfaction  to  himself. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  5 letters. 

My  5,  2,  1 is  a wooden  nail. 

My  5,  4,  1 is  a short  nosed  dog. 
My  5,  2,  3,  is  a child  or  animal 
My  whole  is  the  only  thing  to  do 
fall. 


fondled  or  indulged. 

when  we  go  in  slippery  places  and 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  A file  for  skates: 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : The  Xmas  Lights  Are  Still  Up"  

Date:  Sun,  09  Ian  2000  21:14:00  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : the  Xmas  lights  are  still  up 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Put  a little  slow  music  on,  something  mellow  and  turn... the 

lights down  low call  someone  and  say hey, 

baby come  over  here  for  a little  bit when  she  gets 

there take  her  coat,  and  tell  her  she  looks  good,  it  doesn't  matter 

what  she  is  wearing,  she  looks  good,  just  the  way  you  thought 

the  music  is  slow the  chi  lites take  her  hand  and  walk 

slowly  to  the  middle  of  the  floor yes,  come  on  and  step  this 

way this  dance  is  for  you. 

You  are  my  magic you  have  come  to  me  and  let  us  dance  ever  so 

slowly and  so  she  comes  to  you  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an 

eye it  is  magic .... 

she  is  in  your  arms and  you  can  smell  her  hair  and  feel  her 

against  you so  close so  close  you  feel  each  other 

breathe and  you  move  as  one  slowly  across  the  floor... it  is  all 

you  ever  wanted she  is  here  with  you 

is  this  love don't  know  but  it  feels  so  gooo just  to  dance 

here  with  you to  heck  with  the  tree the  lights 

twinkle  in  your  eyes so  you  dance into  the 

night 


"RE : Poem:  Indian  Mama"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  12:28:15  EDT 

From:  NDNMADN46@aol.com 

Sub j : tradition  and  spirituality 

INDIAN  MAMA 

Indian  mama,  her  hair  blowing  back,  stands  above  the  valley  looking  down  on 
her  village. 

She  sees,  through  tears,  the  youth  who  do  not  understand  what  all  the  fuss 
is  about. 

Why  all  the  dancing? 

Why  all  the  chanting? 

Why  all  the  feathers  and  paint? 

It  makes  no  sense  to  them,  it's  as  if  they  have  no  past  to  remember. 

Who  , among  the  elders,  let  the  torch  fall? 

Who,  among  their  families, didn 't  tell  the  stories? 

Who,  among  their  friends,  knew  the  stories, but  didn't  tell  them, 
and  why? 

Are  they  ashamed  of  what  it  is  to  be  of  the  first  families  to  inhabit  this 
land,  to  know  the  patterns  and  harmonies  that  make  this  earth? 

Why  is  it  that  the  only  stories  our  youth  are  told  are  those  of 

downtrodden, 

put  upon, 

put  aside, 

mistreated  and  misunderstood  indians? 

Rarely  are  they  told  of  their  Elders  who  bore  the  traditions  proudly. 

Have  we  become  complacent--or  are  we  ashamed? 

I pray  to  the  Elders  and  to  The  Great  Spirit,  that  this  is  not  true. 
NDNMADN46 11/19/98 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Ian  2000  06:20:58  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  6-12 


6 

We  were  not  the  first  in  this  land:  the  Gods,  na  Akua,  were  here 
before  us. 

7 

Before  you  throw  a stone,  pohaku,  ask  whose  spirit  dwells  in  it. 

8 

To  care  for  the  land  is  an  act  of  worship. 

9 

Our  seasons  are  the  cycles  of  the  moon,  mahina,  and  the  stars,  na 
hoku . 

10 

Ask  the  Gods  before  taking  from  the  land;  ask  not  to  take  from  Pele, 
for  what  is  hers  belongs  to  no  other. 

11 

To  a place  of  worship,  a heiau,  always  bring  a gift  of  stone. 

12 

The  wind  has  learned  the  secrets  of  the  ages. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  30  January  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Feb  12 

Gathering  of  the  People 

Rainsville,  AL 

Sat  10:00am  - 10:00pm 

Grand  Entry  12:00pm  & 6:30pm 

Potluck  Dinner  4:30pm  - 6:00pm 

Tom  Bevill  Center,  Hiway  35  off  Hiway  75,  Rainsville  AL 
Host  Drum:  Eagle  Nation,  Nashville,  TN 

Info:  Nick  Blackbear  256-657-4640  or  Wanda  Lewis  Soliday  256-776-5410 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  19  Dec  1999  09:08:09  -0600 
From:  "lenapelady"  <ldef007@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Canadian  conference 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Decolonizing  Canadian  Educational  Foundations:  A Postcolonial  Challenge 
in  the  New  Millennium 
An  Aboriginal  Education  Symposium 
February  7 - 10,  2000 


Symposium  Summary 


This  symposium  explores  the  contours  of  colonialism  in  the  Canadian  policy 
environment  and  in  Canadian  educational  foundations.  It  will  seek  to  explain 
and  illustrate  how  Eurocentrism  creates  a colonial  consciousness  that 
envelops  and  binds  its  members,  creating  obstacles  for  change.  For  all 
those  attempting  to  create  an  Aboriginal  presence  and  space  in  institutions, 
the  symposium  will  examine  and  seek  to  displace  colonialism  and  its 
strategies,  in  its  examination  of  education,  with  an  emerging 
constitutional,  postcolonial  consciousness.  This  consciousness  is  unfolding 
an  Indigenous  renaissance  that  is  reclaiming,  restoring  and  renewing 
relationships  with  the  earth,  heritages  and  languages  and  stimulating  a new 
paradigm  and  intercultural  diplomacy.  Exploring  some  decolonizing  models, 
approaches  and  strategies  will  stimulate  our  imagination  and  creativity  for 
change  in  multiple  spaces. 

A High  Impact  Program  for: 

- Elected  leaders,  senior  managers,  politicians  from  Canadian  and  Aboriginal 
communities  who  seek  to  develop  a postcolonial  policy  environment  to  create 
an  equitable  Canadian  society. 

- Educators,  at  all  institutional  levels  who  are  forging  Aboriginal 
educational  or  professional  development  initiatives 

- Administrators  and  government  leaders  seeking  to  empower  Indigenous 
peoples  and  their  knowledge 

- First  Nations  school  board  members  and  other  community  leaders 
Symposium  Highlights 

- To  explore  and  understand  the  foundations  of  Eurocentrism  in 
knowledge 

production,  diffusion,  and  resistance 

- To  explore  decolonizing  theory  and  practice  for  empowering  First 
Nation  knowledge,  peoples,  and  education 

- To  hear  of  emerging  models  for  empowering  Aboriginal  epistemology  in 
education  and  sciences  (Indigenous  science  education  model/Alaskan 
Indigenous  Knowledge  Project) 

- To  imagine,  dream  and  create  postcolonial  strategies  for  Aboriginal 
education  and  institutions 

Faculty  Leader:  Dr.  Marie  Battiste  is  Professor  at  the  College  of  Education, 
University  of  Saskatchewan.  A Mi'kmaq  educator,  Marie  is  well  known  for  her 
research  interests  in  Aboriginal  languages,  epistemology,  curriculum, 
cognitive  imperialism  and  research  ethics.  Recent  publications  include: 
Reclaiming  Indigenous  Voice  and  Vision;  First  Nations  Education  in  Canada: 
The  Circle  Unfolds;  and  Protecting  Indigenous  Knowledge.  Her  research  and 
experience  working  in  First  Nations  schools  in  administration,  curriculum 
development,  and  Aboriginal  languages  have  provided  a solid  foundation  for 
addressing  the  postcolonial  challenges  for  the  next  century. 

Tuition:  $500  + GST=  $535 

Room  and  Meals:  $640  + GST  + Alberta  Hotel  Tax  = $703.80 
Tracy  Whattam  ~ Nisgaa  Nation 
Regional  Coordinator 

Coordinator,  1st  Nations  Support  Services  Metro  Region 

New  Westminster  Secondary  School 
Aboriginal  Education  Branch 

P: (604)517-6316 

F:  " 517-6204 

Email:  twhattam@helix.net 


Date:  Sun,  09  3an  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 


Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 


the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 


Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Wed,  19  lan  2000  10:03:19  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Sub j : (FWD) REMINDER : Sovereignty  2000  Conference  Deadline  for 
Proposals  is  2/1/00....  (fwd) 

**  PLEASE  RE-CIRCULATE** 

♦♦CONFERENCE  PROPOSALS  DUE  2/1/00** 

UCSC's  Native  American  Studies  Research  Cluster  Presents 
SOVEREIGNTY  2000:  Locations  Of  Contestation  And  Possibility 
Friday,  May  19  and  Saturday,  May  20,  2000 
University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 
1156  High  Street,  Santa  Cruz  CA  95064 

This  conference  will  address  recent  attacks  against  indigenous 
sovereignty  struggles  in  the  Americas  and  the  Pacific,  including  those 
against  California  Indian  tribes  in  the  overturning  of  Proposition  5 
(re:  gaming),  UN  developments,  US  Supreme  Court  decisions,  property  rights, 
repatriation,  gender  equity,  and  the  media.  The  intent  of  the  conference 
is  to  provide  participants  with  the  understanding  of  not  only  the  history 
of  sovereignty  struggles  but  a forum  for  developing  strategies  to  face  the 
current  terrain  of  political  and  cultural  debate  about  sovereignty  issues. 

Friday,  May  19  includes  a series  of  critical  discussions  by  key  scholars, 
tribal  leaders,  and  activists,  including:  Dore  Bietz  (California  Indian 
Land's  Office);  Hack  Forbes  (Lenape/Powhatan;  Professor  Emeritus,  Native 
American  Studies,  UC  Davis);  Debra  Harry  (Northern  Paiute;  Co-founder, 
Indigenous  Coalition  Against  Biopiracy);  Ines  Hernandez-Avila  (Nez 
Perce/Chicana;  Professor,  Native  American  Studies,  UC  Davis);  Marc  Macarro 
(Pechanga  Band  of  Luisano  Tribal  Chairman);  Malinda  Maynor  (Lumbee; 
Filmmaker);  Glenn  T.  Morris  (Shawnee;  Lawyer,  UC  Denver)  [tentative]; 
Mililani  Trask  (Native  Hawaiian;  Trustee,  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs); 
Hulleah  D.  Tsinhnah jinnie  (Dine/Seminole/Muscogee;  Photographer/Writer) ; 
Stefano  Varese  (Director  of  the  Indigenous  Research  Center  of  the  Americas 
and  Professor  of  Native  American  Studies,  UC  Davis);  Alfreda  Mitre  (Las 
Vegas  Paiute;  former  Tribal  Chairwoman  of  the  Las  Vegas  Paiute  Tribe; 
current  UCSC  student  support  staff  with  the  Educational  Opportunity 
Office)  will  serve  as  MC. 

Saturday,  May  20  will  include  a series  of  roundtable  and  panel  discussions 
with  a closing  keynote  address  (speaker  TBA) . Proposals  for  roundtable  and 
panel  presentations  --  both  group  and  individual  --  will  be  accepted 
through  February  1,  2000;  notifications  of  acceptance  and  final  conference 
programs  will  be  announced/published  March  1,  2000. 

Guidelines  for  Conference  Proposals:  Proposals  should  be  no  longer  than 
one  page  and  include  the  following  information:  your  name,  tribal/national 
affiliation,  mailing  address,  phone  number/FAX/email,  presentation  title, 
and  AV  requirements.  You  can  email  the  proposal  to:  jmb0101@aol.com  or  send 
a hard  copy  to: 
loanne  Marie  Barker 
SOVEREIGNTY  2000 

c/o  History  of  Consciousness  Department 
University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 
Santa  Cruz,  California  95064 


Indigenous  organizations , NGOs,  and  nations  are  invited  to  host  information 
tables.  Advanced  notice  required  to  ensure  space. 

Sponsors  to  date  include:  UCSC's  Center  for  Cultural  Studies,  Sociology 
Department,  Stevenson  College,  American  Studies  Department,  Art  Department, 
the  Student  Alliance  of  Native  American  Indians,  and  the  Educational 
Opportunity  Office.  If  you  would  like  to  be  a sponsor,  please  contact  Katy 
Elliot  at  the  Center  for  Cultural  Studies  at  cult@hum.ucsc.edu. 

For  any  additional  information  about  the  conference  or  to  receive  copies 
of  the  final  program  (available  after  March  1,  2000),  contact:  loanne  Marie 
Barker  (Lenape)  at  (831)  429-8208  [home];  (831)  459-3733  [fax];  or  at 
jmb0101@aol.com.  Check  out  the  conference  web  site  at: 
http: //www2 . ucsc . edu/people/jmbarker/Index. htm 


Date:  Mon,  24  lan  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Delaney,  Cherokee 
Host  Drum:  TBA 

Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans. 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 


relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Af ricans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist : lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  lo  Anne  Steele;  MC:  lolo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
losh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


From:  Montana's  Travel  Guide 
March 

1999  MSU-Billings  Annual  Inter-Tribal  PowWow 
3/19/99-3/20/99 
Billings,  Montana 
406-657-2561 
April 

Indian  Powwow-  MSU  Indian  Club 
4/2/99-4/3/99 
Bozeman,  Montana 
406-782-0461 

May 

Buffalo  Feast  & Powwow 
5/14/99-5/16/99 
St.  Ignatius,  MT 
406-745-2951 
Flathead  Reservation 

Great  Falls  Powwow 
5/28/99 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
406-761-3165 
Dune 

Red  Bottom  Celebration 

6/17/99-6/20/99 

Frazer,  Montana 

406-768-5557 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Badlands  Celebration 

6/25/99-6/27/99 

Brockton,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 


Little  Bighorn  Days 


6/23/99-6/28/99 
Hardin,  Montana 
406-665-1672 
Crow  Reservation 

101st  Annual  Arlee  Celebration 
6/30/99-7/4/99 
Arlee,  Montana 
406-745-4984 
Flathead  Reservation 
Duly 

Valley  of  the  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and  Rodeo 

7/1/99-7/5/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  River  Days 

7/3/99-7/5/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-448-2570 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

North  American  Indian  Days 
7/8/99-7/11/99 

Blackfeet  Tribal  Fairgrounds 
Browning,  Montana 
406-338-7179 
Blackfeet  Reservation 

Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow 
7/16/99-7/18/99 
Elmo,  Montana 
406-675-0160 
Flathead  Reservation 

Milk  River  Indian  Days 

7/22/99-7/25/99 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 

406-353-2901 

Fort  Belknap  Reservation 

Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 

7/23/99-7/25/99 

Hamilton,  Montana 

406-961-4705 

Flathead  Reservation 

Standing  Bear  Celebration 
7/24/99-7/26/99 
Poplar,  Montana 
406-768-3506 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
August 

Rocky  Boy's  Annual  Pow  Wow 
8/6/99-8/8/99 

Rocky  Boy's  Agency,  Montana 

406-265-4282 

Rocky  Boy's  Reservation 

Wadopana  Celebration 

8/6/99-8/8/99 

Wolf  Point,  Montana 

406-768-5131 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 


121st  Commemoration  of  the  Big  Hole 
8/9/99 

Wisdom,  Montana 
406-689-3155 

Crow  Fair  Powwow  & Rodeo 

8/20/99-8/22/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration 
8/26/99-8/29/99 
Fort  Kipp,  Montana 
406-768-5155 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
September 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Day  of  Honor 
9/4/99 

Pryor,  Montana 
406-252-1289 
Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  Indian  Days 

9/4/99-9/6/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield  Pipe  Ceremony 
9/13/99 

Laurel,  Montana 
406-628-8105 

North  American  Indian  Alliance  Pow  Wow 

9/17/99-9/18/99 

Butte,  Montana 

406-782-0461 

Native  American  Awareness  Week 

9/20/99-9/24/99 

Pablo,  Montana 

406-675-0160 

Flathead  Reservation 

Last  Chance  Community  Pow-Wow 
9/24/99-9/26/99 
Helena,  Montana 
406-442-9267 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 


Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 
Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Tue,  11  Ian  2000  22:27:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Winter  2000  Pow  Wow  list 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
^Winter,  1999-2000~ 

>Southeast< 

Note  I:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have 
their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify 
dates ! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well.  In 
addition:  Due  to  a lack  of  time,  and  difficulty  involved  in  maintaining  such 
a broad-based  list,  I will  no  longer  actively  seek  to  obtain  listings  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  I will  occasionally 
continue  to  list  events  from  these  states  (and  others)  when  convenience 
allows . 

ru  r^j  /x,  y /v 

Key  to  abbreviations:  FID  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Now,  through  May:  Cotton  Blossom  Classroom  Cruises,  on  the  Cotton  Blossom 
Riverboat,  departing  from  the  docks  at  the  Mobile  Convention  Center,  Mobile. 
One  hour  and  one  & 1/2  hour  educational  cruises,  featuring  lectures  on 
ecology,  archaeology  and  history.  Hours  TBA.  Admission  charged.  Contact: 

Terri  Gresham  (334)  438-3060. 

Now,  through  Dune  26:  High  Stakes  Indian  Bingo,  at  the  Creek  Bingo  Palace  on 
the  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Reservation,  Atmore.  Each  Saturday  & Sunday  at 
1:00pm,  and  Mondays  at  5:00pm.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (800)  826-9121. 

Note:  For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau  of 
Tourism  and  Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA,  or  visit  online  at  www.touralabama .org.  For  pow  wow  listings 
and  information  on  Alabama's  state-recognized  Indian  tribes,  contact:  Alabama 
Indian  Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104 
or  call  (334)  242-2831. 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 


Feb.  11-20:  Second  Annual  Brooksville  Pow  Wow  & Mountain  Man  Rendezvous, 
Mondon  Hill  Road  (off  Route  41  & Rte.  50),  Brooksville.  Sponsored  by  Ken 
Platt  & S.A.  Williams  Corp.  Daily  events  will  include: 

skillet/tomahawk/knife/horseshoe  throwing;  rock  chunking;  cider  drinking; 
blackpowder  rifle/pistol  & blowgun  shooting;  sack  & egg  races;  hoop  running, 
and  more.  Dress  for  all  traders  is  pre-1750.  Trader  fee  is  $75.00  for  the 
full  10  days.  Flag  raising  daily  at  7am;  traders  open  9am  - 9pm.  AD:  Jamie 
Nemeth.  ST:  Lady  Hawk;  FP:  Spirit  Warrior  & Dave  McCullen;  there  will  be  an 
open  drum  daily;  due  to  length  of  event,  HM  & HL  will  be  selected  daily  from 
participants.  There  will  be  Native  American  music,  arts  & crafts,  flint 
knapping,  cooking,  tanning,  weaving,  woodworking,  beading,  spear  & archery 
demonstrations,  and  more.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults;  $1.00  - students  & 
seniors  (over  65).  Info:  Billy  Rainwater  (352)  797-0324  or  Ken  Platt  (352) 
796-2335  or  Jamie  Nemeth  (352)  821-0256,  or  e-mail:  SpiritHawkTradrs@aol.com 

Feb.  18-19:  Seminole  Tribal  Festival  & PRCA  Rodeo,  on  the  Brighton 
Reservation,  US  441  & Sterling  Road,  Hollywood.  Admission:  $10.00  - adults; 
$5.00  - students.  No  outside  food  vendors.  Booth  fee:  $350.00.  Native  trader 
only,  tribal  ID  required.  Exhibition  dancing/no  competition.  Deep  water 
alligator  wrestling  & snake  show.  Seminole  Indian  food,  golf  tournament, 
bowling  tournament.  Info:  (954)  967-3434  or  (800)  683-7800,  ext.  1305. 

Feb.  18-20:  St.  Augustine  American  Indian  Festival,  on  the  Festival  Field, 
St.  Augustine.  Info:  Frank  Moore  (813)  654-9158  or  (904)  756-7900. 

Feb.  25-27:  Vero  Beach  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Indian  River  County  Fairgrounds, 
58th  Ave.,  near  Kiwanis-Hobart  Park,  Vero  Beach.  Info:  (561)  778-8128  or 
(561)  567-1995  after  6pm. 


GEORGIA 

No  current  listings. 


KENTUCKY 

Ian.  15-16,  26-27,  & 29-30:  Bald  Eagle  Excursions,  at  Land  Between  the  Lakes 
Golden  Pond.  Info:  (800)  525-7077. 


LOUISIANA 

Mar.  10-12:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Bogalusa  Sports  Complex, 
Avenue  B,  Bogalusa.  Hosted  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society.  HM: 
Spirit  Horse;  HL:  Frances  Johnson;  H.  Little  Boy:  Trent  Dardar;  H.  Little 
Girl:  Paige  Chaisson;  HD:  Caney  Creek  Singers.  All  drums,  dancers,  staffs  & 
princesses  welcome.  Info:  Michelle  (504)  732-3484/fax:  735-8744  or  Frances 
(225)  675-6184,  or  e-mail:  okanowa@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Johnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Mar.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 
Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Feb.  19:  American  Indian  Center  of  St.  Louis  Pow  Wow,  at  Grants  Shelter, 


inside  Jefferson  Barracks  Park,  St.  Louis.  Info:  (314)  773-3316/fax: 
773-3160,  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


OKLAHOMA 

Feb.  5:  Seminole  Nation  Honor  Color  Guard  Memorial  Dance  for  Matthew  Reed, 
Tecumseh  Square  Building,  Tecumseh.  MC:  Marvin  Alexander  (Seminole);  HM: 
Charlie  Harjo  (Seminole);  HL:  Mary  Carter  (Sac  & Fox/Kickapoo) ; HG:  Justin 
Yearby  (Choctaw);  HD:  Rough  Arrow;  WS:  Wichita  Warrior  Society;  AD:  Madison 
Jefferson  (Choctaw);  Co-host:  Shawnee  Elders.  Agenda:  1:00pm  - Gourd  Dancing; 
5:00pm  - Dinner  Served;  6:00pm  - Gourd  Dancing;  7:00pm  - Grand  Entry;  dancing 
until  whenever....  All  drums  welcome,  all  princesses  welcome.  Free  & open  to 
the  public.  Contests  for  Men's  Straight  & Men's  Fancy,  Women's  Cloth  & Junior 
Boy's  Grass.  No  fee  for  arts  & crafts  booths,  but  donations  would  be 
appreciated.  Info:  Chebon  Mitchell  (405)  878-1283,  Jimmy  Johnson  (918) 
656-3462,  or  Charlie  Harjo  (918)  756-7958. 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  James  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TENNESSEE 
No  current  listings. 


VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Feb.  5:  8th  Annual  Cherokee  Indian  Heritage  Day  & Sandhill  Crane  Viewing  Day, 
Hiwassee  Wildlife  Refuge,  Birchwood.  Info:  (423)  334-5850  or  (423)  499-3584. 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Jordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 


May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 


Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7009,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


TEXAS 

Feb.  19-20:  United  San  Antonio  Pow  Wow,  San  Antonio.  Info:  (210)  736-3702. 

Mar.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


VIRGINIA 

No  current  listings. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


ELSEWHERE 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 

Note:  updates  will  be  posted  as  more  information  becomes  available.  Spring 
listings  (for  March-April-May)  have  already  been  released,  and  are  being 
updated  with  new  information  as  it  becomes  available.  Updates  of  some  of  the 
Florida  events  in  this  issue  were  courtesy  of  Dimmy  Boy  Dial.  Wado,  oginali. 

Note  II:  after  Danuary  27th,  I may  not  be  reached  at  wanige@aol.com;  so  send 
further  correspondence  to  me  at  sablesage@webtv.net.  Thanks. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Martha  E Ture, 

Rolland  Nadjiwon,  Chief  Marshal  Ho  So  No  Geh  Deh,  Pat  Morris,  Robert  Dorman, 
Dohn  Mohawk/Native  Americas  Dournal,  Eugene  Kaye  via  Cyn/Omoya,  Danet  Smith, 
Black  Mesa  Projects/ISCO,  Ojibwa  Wife,  Vikki  M.  Howard,  Brenda  Maconaquah, 
Harrison  Hamada,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  A Bear, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Feb  10  23:25:42  2000 
Date:  Tue,  8 Feb  2000  18:39:14  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.007 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz,  NatFilm,  Minnlnd,  & Triballaw 
mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 


text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"My  friends,  when  I went  to  Washington  I went  into  your  money-house  and 
I had  some  young  men  with  me,  but  none  of  us  took  money  out  of  that 
house.  At  the  same  time,  when  your  Great  Father's  people  come  into  my 
country,  they  go  into  my  money-house  and  take  money  out." 

Long  Mandan,  Sioux 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I have  not  given  up  on  preserving  our  languages.  I have  had  a few 
enquiries  regarding  my  silence  of  late. 

The  fact  is,  few  sent  information,  and  more  tribes  are  following  the 
initiative  of  the  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  and  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee 
by  teaching  their  language  to  their  children  in  rez  schools.  For  this 
I send  thanks. 

Additionally,  more  and  more  resources  are  appearing  on  the  web  that 
"help"  teach  some  of  the  languages. 

Both  of  these  are  most  welcome  and  may  help  stem  the  tide  of  diing  First 
Nation  tongues.  They  are  not  enough,  but  they  are  steps  in  the  right 
direction . 

I feel  strongly  enough  about  this  that  one  article  on  the  subject  of 
preserving  languages  is  included  in  this  issue  that  takes  approximately 
a quarter  of  the  space.  I would  have  devoted  the  entire  issue  if  I truly 
believed  it  would  help. 


Teach  our  children  to  speak  and  think  in  their  ancestors'  beautiful 
words . 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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RE:  Morris  Thompson 


Date:  Thu,  03  Feb  2000  20:23:08  -0800 
From:  Ron  Andrade  <randrade@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : Morris  Thompson 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


I didn't  see  any  message  about  the  passing  of  Morris  Thompson  of  Alaska 
who  was  on  the  Air  Alaska  plane  that  crashed.  I clipped  part  of  a story 
that  appeared  on  www.pechanga.net. 

For  those  who  knew  the  family,  we  lost  a great  man,  woman,  and  child. 

Mr.  Thompson,  62,  his  wife,  Thelma,  56,  and  their  eldest  daughter, 
Cheryl,  33,  were  taking  Flight  261  home  from  a celebratory  retirement 
vacation  in  Mexico  when  it  went  down. 

Mr.  Thompson  retired  in  December  after  12  years  as  president  of  Doyon, 
Ltd.,  a multimillion-dollar  Alaska  Native  regional  corporation  based  in 
Fairbanks.  Affiliates  of  the  company,  which  owns  more  land  - about  10 
million  acres  - than  any  other  private  company  in  North  America,  control 
oil,  timber  and  tourism  interests  throughout  central  Alaska. 

The  company  wasn't  without  tarnish,  however.  Last  year  one  wing,  Doyon 
Drilling,  pleaded  guilty  to  federal  misdemeanors  for  illegally  dumping 
hazardous  wastes. 

Mr.  Thompson,  an  Athabascan  Indian,  grew  up  in  the  village  of  Tanana  in 
Alaska's  interior  and  went  to  schools  run  by  the  federal  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs. 

As  a young  man,  he  learned  satellite  technology  and  became  involved  with 
the  space  program.  From  there,  he  kept  rising,  Mallott  said. 

He  was  a special  assistant  to  Gov.  Walter  Hickel  in  1966.  When  Hickel 
was  appointed  secretary  of  the  Interior  by  President  Nixon  in  1969,  he 
took  Mr.  Thompson  with  him  to  Washington,  D.C. 

Mr.  Thompson  served  in  the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s  as  commissioner  of 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  first  Alaskan  Native  to  hold  such  a 
high-ranking  federal  post. 

He  then  returned  to  Alaska,  where  he  was  an  executive  for  a major 
pipeline  company,  working  to  develop  the  oil  pipeline  from  Alaska 
through  Canada.  He  also  served  for  a year  as  president  of  the 
Alaska  Federation  of  Natives. 

"As  a Native  American,  you  walk  around  with  a little  rage  in  your 
belly,"  said  Mallott,  who  preceded  Mr.  Thompson  as  AFN  president.  "He 
had  it.  But  when  you  met  him,  you  knew  he  was  someone  you  could  trust. 

He  was  unflappable.  He  never  lost  his  cool." 

As  a leader  of  Native  Alaskans,  Mr.  Thompson  was  tireless,  advocating 


for  hunting  and  fishing  rights  and  to  improve  living  conditions  in 
native  villages,  said  Dulie  Kitka,  current  president  of  the  AFN. 

"He's  been  one  of  our  outstanding  leaders,"  Kitka  said.  "He's  probably 
one  of  the  most  compassionate  people  you  could  ever  know.  There's  not  a 
mean  bone  in  his  body." 

Mallott's  wife  and  Mr.  Thompson's  wife,  Thelma,  are  cousins.  Thelma 
Thompson  is  also  a first  cousin  of  a state  senator  and  of  Mary  lane 
Fate,  another  Alaska  Airlines  board  member,  Mallott  said. 

"Thelma  was  the  culture  bearer, " Mallott  said.  "She  was  adept  at  just 
about  anything  she  put  her  mind  to." 

Daughter  Cheryl  lived  in  Valdez,  where  she  was  a pioneer  in  the  "extreme 
skiing"  sports  movement. 

"RE : Pete  Fills  The  Pipe"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  09:08:18  -0600 

From:  "Shunkmanitu  Ska"  <shunka-ska@altavista . net> 

Sub j : Pete  Fills  The  Pipe 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

This  is  forwarded  FYI. 

Shunkmanitu  Ska 

From:  "Wild  Horse"  <wild. horse.list@mindspring.com> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
February  6,  2000 

Red  Cloud  Building,  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  South  Dakota: 

GRASS  ROOTS  OYATE  MOURN  FOR  LOSS  OF  TREATY  ELDER. 

There  is  a respectful  silence  in  the  Red  Cloud  Building  today  as  the 
people  received  word  that  Pete  Fills  The  Pipe,  Sr.,  89,  passed  away  in  his 
sleep  in  the  early  hours  of  February  6th. 

His  father,  the  late  Fills  The  Pipe  (Christian  name:  William)  an  original 
treaty  signer,  fought  for  the  rights  of  his  nation.  His  son  followed  in  his 
footsteps  to  become  a respected  elder  that  stood  by  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  in 
their  struggle  to  uphold  the  treaty  rights  granted  in  the  1868  Treaty  at 
Fort  Laramie.  He  came  to  the  tribal  building  every  day  and  always  greeted 
everyone  with  a warm  smile  and  a hearty  handshake.  He  was  respectfully 
referred  to  as  Leksi  (uncle)  by  relatives  and  non-relatives  alike.  He  lived 
with  the  traditional  way  of  thinking  that  says,  "when  one  takes  his  journey 
to  the  spirit  world,  the  others  must  pick  up  the  eagle  staff  and  continue 
on."  His  wisdom  and  daily  encouragement  will  be  greatly  missed. 

In  other  news,  the  Grass  Roots  Oglala  Lakota  Oyate  passed  a resolution 
today  that  will  stop  all  payments  and  salaries  to  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe's 
(OST)  Executive  Board  and  members  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council 
effective  immediately.  The  group  stated  that  the  OST  Executive  Board  and 
the  Tribal  Council  took  a sworn  oath  to  uphold  the  OST  Constitution. 

Article  I,  Section  7 states:  "it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  tribal  council 
and  each  member  thereof  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the  Sioux  of  this 
reservation  and  to  carry  out  the  provisions  and  purposes  of  this 
constitution  and  by-laws." 

Further,  Article  IV,  Section  1 states:  "the  salaries  and  expense  payments 
of  the  councilmen  and  other  officers  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  may  be  paid 
out  of  available  funds  of  the  tribe  in  accordance  with  ordinances  duly 
enacted,  provided  that  no  council  shall  enact  any  ordinance  increasing  the 
salaries  or  per  diem  expense  payments  of  councilmen  during  the  existing 
term  of  office."  The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  stated  that  the  members  of  the 
Tribal  Council  and  Executive  Board  have  grossly  violated  their  oath  of 
office  by  holding  illegal  sessions;  borrowing  several  thousand  dollars  at 
a time  from  their  illegal  "monthly  auto  allowance";  submitting  up  to  seven 
travel  authorization  forms  a day  for  non-existent  trips;  taking  unauthorized 
actions  against  tribal  employees  and  members  of  the  Tribe. 

On  February  5th,  traditional  treaty  headsmen  gathered  from  the  Great  Sioux 
Nation  and  proclaimed  that  the  new  millenium  marks  a renewed  commitment  to 


maintaining  traditional  values  and  a return  to  self-government.  Several 
headsmen  spoke  to  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  and  encouraged  them  to  stay  strong 
and  continue  in  the  footsteps  of  their  ancestors. 

The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  are  in  the  21st  day  of  their  peaceful  occupation  of 
the  tribal  administrative  offices  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe.  They  have  vowed 
to  remain  in  the  building  until  their  demands  are  met.  Some  of  the  nine 
demands  include  the  immediate,  permanent  removal  of  Tribal  Treasurer  Wesley 
"Chuck"  Jacobs;  suspension  of  the  entire  Tribal  Council  pending  impeachment 
by  referendum  vote;  abolishment  of  the  I.R.A.  (Indian  Reorganization  Act) 
form  of  government  that  has  oppressed  the  Lakota  people  for  66  years. 

Members  of  the  council  and  executive  board  are  frustrated  with  the  fact  that 
the  people  have  not  been  physically  removed  from  the  building.  OST  Public 
Safety  officials  informed  them  that  no  laws  have  been  broken,  the  building 
belongs  to  the  members  of  the  Tribe.  The  group  remains  inside  under 
"traditional  law",  the  sacred  pipe. 

The  OST  Council  has  scheduled  an  illegal  special  session  for  Tuesday, 
February  8th  in  Kyle,  S.D.,  without  the  approval  of  the  OST  President  Harold 
Salway.  Tribal  district  members  have  vowed  to  have  them  arrested  if  they 
attempt  to  meet  in  any  of  the  nine  tribal  districts. 

The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  have  re-established  the  "full  lockdown"  effective 
tomorrow,  February  7th,  with  no  employees  allowed  in  the  Red  Cloud  Building. 
They  claim  that  the  agreement  with  tribal  officials  was  to  allow  only  a 
skeletal  staff  in  the  building  to  perform  manual  financial  services.  Last 
week,  employees  removed  computer  disks  from  the  building  and  the  Tribe's 
contracted  C.P.A.  John  Donham  was  caught  attempting  to  gain  access  to  the 
computer  mainframe  in  the  building's  basement.  The  group's  objective  is  to 
protect  the  financial  records  in  the  building  until  a full  forensic  audit  of 
all  governmental  fund  types  can  be  performed. 

For  further  information,  please  contact  Floyd  Hand  or  Media  Coordinator, 

Dale  Looks  Twice  at  (605)  867-5303. 

As  with  all  my  posts  concerning  the  Occupation  Peoples  please  forward  to 

any  and  all  interested  parties  in  its  entirety 

Wadv 

Wild  Horse 

http: //members .tripod. com/Gras sRootsOyate 

Visit  and  show  your  support  for  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate 
http: //members .tripod. com/Gras sRootsOyate 
To  access  the  Archives  of  this  list  Click  the  link  below 
http : //www. onelist . com/a r chi ve/Nat ive_Americ an 
Archives  are  for  members  only 

"RE : 25  Years  After  Boldt  Decision"  

Date:  Sat,  5 Feb  2000  22:44:03  -0800 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : 25  years  after  Boldt  decision 

This  is  the  URL  I used  to  find  this  story  after  using  www.google.com 
Seattletimes.com:  25  years  after  the  Boldt  Decision: 

The  fish  tale  that  changed  history 

http : //kohary . simplenet . com/env/bill_020799. html 
The  URL  below  should  also  work  to  find  it.  (8+  pages)  --  3ohn 


seattletimes.com:  25  years  after  the  Boldt  Decision: 

The  fish  tale  that  changed  history 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/local/html98/bill_020799. html 
Posted  at  08:24  p.m.  PST;  Sunday,  February  7,  1999 
by  Alex  Tizon  <stiz-new@seatimes . com> 

Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

Billy  Frank  3r.  may  be  the  most  distinguished  person  you'll  ever 
call  Billy.  He'll  insist  on  it.  Call  him  Mr.  Frank  and  he'll  look 
around  for  someone  else.  Say  "Hi  Billy,"  and  a meaty  brown  hand  will 


be  instantly  extended  to  you. 

He's  got  fisherman's  hands.  At  67,  he's  considered  an  elder 
statesmen  for  his  people,  with  governors  and  U.S.  senators  among 
his  friends.  He's  collected  awards  for  humanitarianism.  Above  all, 
though,  Billy  Frank  is  a Nisqually  Indian,  which  is  to  say,  a 
fisherman . 

If  you're  a newcomer  - one  of  the  2 million  people  who've  come 
to  Washington  since  the  mid-1970s  - you  may  not  know  this  old 
fisherman's  story. 

It's  a fish  tale,  except  it's  all  true  and  involves  more  than 
catching  a fish.  The  fate  of  Indian  tribes  and  the  future  of  a once- 
rich  industry  hung  in  the  balance.  Race,  politics  and  Marlon  Brando 
came  into  play.  In  the  end,  a major  shift  in  power  took  place, 
permanently  changing  the  status  of  Indians  in  the  United  States. 

In  the  middle  of  it  all  was  a conservative,  white,  bespectacled 
judge  named  George  Hugo  Boldt  who,  25  years  ago  this  week,  handed 
down  the  mother  of  all  fish  decisions.  The  ruling  shocked  the  region, 
and  the  repercussions  - and  resentments  - continue  still. 

"The  fishing  issue  was  to  Washington  state  what  busing  was  to  the 
East,"  says  former  U.S.  Congressman  Lloyd  Meeds  of  Everett.  "It  was 
frightening,  very,  very  emotional." 

As  in  any  good  tale,  there  were  good  guys  and  bad  guys,  and  for 
most  of  the  story,  Billy  Frank  was  considered  a bad  guy.  He  was 
arrested  more  than  40  times  over  three  decades.  He  was  branded  a 
renegade  by  then-Gov.  Dan  Evans. 

His  whole  tribe  was  viewed  as  a band  of  outlaws,  as  were  all 
Indians  who  dared  defy  the  state. 

For  most  of  this  century,  white  society  did  not  look  kindly  upon 
Indians,  when  they  looked  upon  them  at  all.  They  were  viewed  as  a 
nuisance,  a hindrance  to  progress.  In  the  Northwest,  tribes  were 
widely  seen  as  poaching  communities  - lawless,  primitive,  skulking 
around  in  the  dark. 

"The  Indian  was  a child  and  a dangerous  child,"  wrote  a Washington 
state  Supreme  Court  justice  in  1916.  "Neither  Rome  nor  Britain  ever 
dealt  more  liberally  with  their  subject  races  than  we  with  these 
savage  tribes,  whom  it  was  generally  tempting  and  always  easy  to 
destroy. " 

This  was  the  world  Billy  Frank  grew  up  in. 

Of  course,  he  never  saw  himself  as  a poacher.  To  be  an  Indian  in 
the  Puget  Sound  was  to  have  salmon  swimming  in  your  veins.  If  you  let 
Billy  Frank  tell  the  story,  he  might  go  back  a few  thousand  years 
through  a hundred  generations  of  Nisqually  fishers. 

"For  context." 

He's  squarely  built  with  gray  hair  pulled  back  under  a scruffy 
wool  cap.  He  wears  bifocals.  His  face  is  lined  and  leathery  with  the 
look  of  history  about  it.  And  the  man  can  talk.  Stories  spill  out 
easily,  and  those  meaty  hands  always  seem  to  be  expressing  something. 

He  swears  a lot,  mostly  out  of  exuberance.  "Goddamn,  it's  a 
beautiful  day!"  he  might  say.  When  he  talks  about  "the  mountain," 
he's  referring  to  Mount  Rainier.  "The  river"  means  the  Nisqually 
River . 

He's  lived  his  whole  life  in  the  78  miles  between  the  mountain  and 
the  river's  mouth,  and  that's  where  he's  headed  now,  with  two  guests, 
in  his  17-foot  aluminum  boat. 

The  trip  from  his  house  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  takes  20 
minutes.  Harbor  seals  and  sea  lions  pop  their  heads  out  of  the  water 
as  the  boat  passes.  Three-quarters  of  a mile  upriver,  just  before  the 
old  Pacific  Highway  bridge,  Billy  Frank  points  to  a gravel  bar  on  the 
opposite  bank. 

"The  first  time,  I was  cleaning  fish  right  there,"  he  says. 

He  recalled  it  was  a cold  December  night,  just  before  Christmas 
1945.  He  was  14.  He  had  just  emptied  his  net  of  a load  of  chum  salmon 
and  was  working  on  his  knees  in  the  dark  when  two  bright  lights 
flashed  on  him. 


"You're  under  arrest/'  a voice  said.  The  boy  ran  and  stumbled.  Two 
game  wardens  took  him  by  the  arms. 

"I  told  them  to  leave  me  alone.  I live  here!" 

Today  he  can  point  to  dozens  of  spots  along  the  river  and  tell 
like  stories:  of  having  boats  and  nets  confiscated,  of  being  chased 
and  tear-gassed,  tackled,  punched,  pushed  face-first  into  the  mud, 
handcuffed  and  dragged  soaking  wet  to  the  county  jail. 

Like  his  father  before  him,  Billy  Frank  lived  like  an  outlaw, 
fishing  at  night  and  always  on  the  lookout  for  men  in  uniforms. 
Indians  all  over  the  Northwest  lived  the  same  way. 

When  brought  to  court,  their  sole  defense  was  that  they  had  a 
right  to  fish  according  to  century-old  treaties  signed  with  the  U.S. 
government . 

"Most  of  them  didn't  have  lawyers,"  said  A1  Ziontz,  a Seattle 
attorney  who  came  to  represent  several  Northwest  tribes.  "The  Indians 
would  cite  the  treaties,  and  the  state  would  brush  them  aside,  acting 
like  the  treaties  were  just  pieces  of  paper  that  somebody  found  in  a 
trunk. " 

The  irony  was  that  those  pieces  of  paper  were  never  the  Indians' 
idea;  they  were  imposed  by  a fair-skinned  people  too  powerful  to 
fight.  Eventually,  the  squiggly  words  on  those  pages  would  be  the 
Indians'  only  weapons. 

Billy  Frank  maneuvers  his  boat  into  a muddy  creek  just  west  of  the 
river.  Carcasses  of  spawned-out  salmon  line  the  banks.  A quarter-mile 
up  the  creek,  he  points  to  an  isolated  Douglas  fir,  now  a snag, 
rising  a hundred  feet  into  the  air.  Interstate  5 roars  a short 
distance  away. 

"Treaty  Tree,"  he  says,  expressionless. 

Under  that  tree,  in  1854,  the  process  began  ending  life  as  the 
6,000  Indians  of  the  region  had  lived  it  for  thousands  of  years. 

Billy  Frank's  grandfather,  Kluck-et-suh,  was  a boy  at  the  time,  and 
played  under  that  tree  and  fished  this  water,  then  called  Medicine 
Creek. 

Working  on  behalf  of  the  U.S.  government.  Territorial  Gov.  Isaac 
Stevens,  a stump-sized,  single-minded  dynamo  of  a man,  negotiated  a 
rapid-fire  series  of  treaties  with  the  region's  Indians  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  taking  their  land  so  white  settlers  could  move  in. 

Starting  with  the  Medicine  Creek  treaty  signed  under  that  100-foot 
Douglas  fir,  Stevens  pushed  through  six  treaties  in  two  years.  The 
Indians  lost  most  of  Western  Washington  seemingly  overnight.  They 
were  forced  onto  reservations,  some  as  small  as  a few  hundred  acres. 

"Isaac  Stevens  saw  treaty-making  as  a command-and-obey  process, 
not  a negotiation,"  writes  author  and  University  of  Colorado  law 
professor  Charles  Wilkinson  in  an  upcoming  book,  "Messages  From 
Frank's  Landing."  "He  knew  what  he  wanted  going  in  and  did  not  plan 
on  departing  from  his  script." 

The  treaty  at  Medicine  Creek  was  typical. 

The  two-page  document  was  written  in  advance,  in  English,  and 
presented  to  the  Nisquallys,  Squaxins  and  Puyallups,  who  knew  little 
English.  Stevens  then  insisted  the  talks  be  conducted  in  Chinook 
jargon,  a mixed  tongue  of  English,  French  and  Indian  words  used  for 
trade . 

Asks  Wilkinson:  How  could  the  Indians  possibly  know  the 
transcendent  meaning  of  what  they  were  signing? 

One  interpreter  at  Medicine  Creek,  asked  by  Stevens  whether  he 
could  get  the  Indians  to  sign,  assured  the  governor,  "I  can  get  these 
Indians  to  sign  their  death  warrant." 

The  treaties  might  have  been  that  for  the  Indians  had  it  not  been 
for  a clause  in  each  of  them  guaranteeing  tribes  the  right  to  fish  " . 

. . at  all  usual  and  accustomed  grounds  and  stations." 

Stevens  had  no  qualms  about  Indian  fishing.  Fish  and  game  were 
abundant  to  the  point  of  seeming  limitless.  What  did  it  matter?  If 
anything  was  to  become  extinct,  it  would  be  the  Indians  themselves. 

"Essentially,  they  hoped  we'd  all  die  off,"  said  Doe  Waterhouse, 


a Jamestown  S'Klallam  Indian  and  a student  of  treaty  history. 

Many  tribes  came  close.  Smallpox,  random  violence  and  relocation 
devastated  Billy  Frank's  tribe.  Nisqually  numbers  fell  from  2,000  in 
1800  to  fewer  than  700  by  1880.  Their  chief,  Leschi,  a charismatic 
leader  who  led  a rebellion  against  Stevens,  was  hanged  at  Fort 
Steilacoom. 

And  their  reservation  grew  smaller  and  smaller  as  the  needs  of  the 
new  state  of  Washington  expanded. 

By  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  Nisquallys,  like  other  Puget  Sound 
tribes,  clung  to  the  single-most-important  thing  they  had  left  from 
their  ancient  culture:  their  relationship  to  the  salmon  of  the 
rivers . 

The  salmon  fed  them  physically  and  spiritually  and  brought  in  what 
little  money  they  had.  Access  to  the  rivers  meant  everything. 

Salmon  suffer,  Indians  blamed  " 

In  the  first  year  of  statehood,  1889,  legislators,  in  the  name  of 
conservation,  closed  six  rivers  to  salmon  fishing.  All  were  Indian 
fishing  grounds.  The  state  eventually  banned  net  fishing  in  all 
rivers,  except  the  Columbia,  effectively  outlawing  the  Indians'  main 
way  of  catching  fish. 

Over  the  next  50  years,  the  number  of  white  commercial  fishermen 
exploded,  industrializing  the  fisheries  and  prodding  the  state  to 
come  down  harder  on  the  Indians,  now  seen  as  competitors. 

Non-Indian  commercial  fishers  caught  salmon  by  the  millions  of 
tons  in  the  Pacific  and  Puget  Sound,  but  the  state  blamed  declining 
fish  runs  on  Indian  netting  and  lawlessness.  The  Indians  didn't 
follow  state-mandated  seasons,  didn't  get  licenses  or  heed  catch 
limits . 

Tribes  claimed  the  real  culprits  in  the  salmon's  decline  were 
commercial  fishing,  dam-building  and  logging.  Decades  of  research 
would  eventually  corroborate  this. 

In  reality,  Indians,  still  river-fishers,  caught  only  what  was 
left  over.  According  to  the  state's  own  figures,  Indians  were 
catching  less  than  5 percent  of  the  harvestable  salmon  in  the  region 
at  the  height  of  the  fish  wars. 

Even  to  catch  that,  "we  had  to  go  underground,"  Billy  Frank  says. 
"To  survive,  to  continue  our  culture,  we  had  to  become  an  underground 
society. " 

By  the  1960s,  the  state's  sporadic  arrests  turned  into  a 
relentless  series  of  raids  and  stings,  much  of  it  focused  on  the 
Nisqually  River.  The  river  had  become  the  locus  of  Indian  protests. 

Revolution  was  in  the  air  all  over  the  country,  and  Northwest 
Indians,  seizing  the  "sit-in"  tactics  of  civil-rights  activists 
elsewhere,  began  staging  "fish-ins,"  in  which  protesters  would 
openly  fish  in  defiance  of  state  laws. 

One  of  the  "renegade  leaders,"  as  the  state  labeled  him,  was  a 
crew-cut,  hell-raising  Nisqually  Indian  named  Billy  Frank,  son  of 
Billy  Frank  Sr.,  himself  a veteran  of  the  fish  wars.  Many  fish-ins 
took  place  on  the  family's  6-acre  riverfront  parcel  known  as  Frank's 
Landing. 

The  Landing  became  the  moral  center  of  the  resistance. 

'A  getting-arrested  guy'  " 

Billy  Frank  was  no  longer  the  frightened  14-year-old  arrested 
upriver  in  1945.  He'd  worked  all  over,  struggled  with  and  overcome  a 
drinking  problem,  married  and  fathered  children.  He'd  spent  two  years 
in  the  Marine  Corps  and  saw  enough  of  the  world  to  know  right  from 
wrong.  But  with  only  a ninth-grade  education,  he  didn't  see  himself 
arguing  fine  points  of  law. 

"I  wasn't  a policy  guy.  I was  a getting-arrested  guy,"  he  likes  to 
say. 

The  state  responded  to  the  fish-ins  with  a military-style 
campaign,  using  surveillance  planes,  high-powered  boats  and  radio 
communications.  At  times,  game  wardens  resorted  to  tear  gas  and  billy 


clubs.  And  guns. 


The  confrontations  were  telecast  nationwide. 

Soon  a parade  of  celebrities  came  to  support  the  Indians,  the  most 
famous  among  them,  Marlon  Brando  and  lane  Fonda.  When  Brando  was 
arrested  during  a 1964  fish-in  on  the  nearby  Puyallup  River,  he  told 
reporters  he  was  just  "helping  some  Indian  friends  fish." 

The  violence  escalated.  The  state  became  more  aggressive,  and 
Indians  fought  back,  using  fists  and  stones. 

Billy  Frank  recalls  an  incident  in  which  a state  boat  rammed  his 
prized  canoe  - carved  by  an  Indian  friend  up  river,  lohnny  Bob  - 
dumping  him  in  the  water.  Billy  almost  drowned.  The  state  confiscated 
the  canoe. 

Indian  activist  Flank  Adams  was  shot  in  the  stomach  while  fishing, 
but  survived.  He  claimed  the  assailants  were  white  vigilantes,  but 
police  never  pursued  the  case. 

"It  was  a frightening  time,"  said  former  Congressman  Meeds,  whose 
district  included  Everett  and  the  San  luans,  white  fishing 
strongholds . 

Meeds,  71,  once  highly  popular,  saw  his  constituency  turn  against 
him  for  his  early  support  of  the  tribes.  He  decided  not  to  run  for  a 
seventh  term  when  it  became  clear  he  would  lose.  Other  lawmakers  felt 
similar  pressure. 

In  one  of  the  most  dramatic  raids  of  the  fish  wars,  this  one  in 
September  1970,  a squadron  of  helmeted  Tacoma  police  used  tear  gas 
and  clubs  to  arrest  59  protesters  camped  on  the  Puyallup.  Gunshots 
were  fired,  and  Indians  were  beaten  and  brutally  manhandled. 

That  same  month,  the  U.S.  government  finally  intervened.  The 
government,  on  behalf  of  the  tribes,  filed  suit  against  the  state  of 
Washington.  After  all,  it  was  the  government's  own  documents  - those 
pieces  of  paper  pushed  by  Isaac  Stevens  and  ratified  by  Congress  -the 
Indians  constantly  invoked. 

Assigned  to  hear  the  case  was  U.S.  District  Court  Judge  George 
Hugo  Boldt. 

Billy  Frank  remembered  the  name.  Six  years  earlier,  Billy  and  five 
friends  had  spent  30  days  in  jail  for  staging  a fish-in.  Their 
attorney  tried  to  free  them  on  grounds  of  illegal  arrest  but  failed. 
One  of  the  judges  who  denied  their  release  was  George  Boldt. 

The  trial  " 

What  else  was  known  of  Boldt  was  not  encouraging  for  the  tribes. 

He  was  in  his  late  60s,  an  Eisenhower  appointee  and  a conservative 
with  no  background  in  Indian  law.  Most  worrisome  was  the  native 
Montanan's  reputation  as  an  avid  sport  fisherman. 

Sport-fishers  as  a group  blamed  Indians  for  the  drop  in  steelhead 
runs . 

Over  the  next  three  years,  Boldt  presided  over  a highly  complex 
trial  with  a law-and-order  firmness,  but  not  without  charm.  Retired 
Times  reporter  Don  Hannula,  who  followed  the  trial,  tells  of  a 
witness  who  described  the  thrill  of  landing  a steelhead  trout: 

"If  you've  ever  made  love  - that's  the  nearest  I can  express  it," 
the  witness  told  the  judge.  Asked  where  he  fished,  the  witness 
clicked  off  a long  list  of  rivers.  Judge  Boldt,  peering  above  his 
horn-rimmed  glasses,  replied:  "That  doesn't  leave  you  much  time  for 
making  love,  does  it?" 

Make  Love,  Not  War  was  the  slogan  of  the  times,  but  what  followed 
both  in  and  out  of  Boldt ' s courtroom  was  a classic  Western  showdown. 

Outside  were  pickets  and  hangings  in  effigy.  Inside,  lawyers 
debated  the  central  question:  Could  the  state  of  Washington  regulate 
the  fishing  practices  of  Indians  who  signed  treaties  with  the  U.S. 
government? 

But  the  underlying  question  was  more  far-reaching:  To  what  extent 
could  tribes,  as  separate  nations  within  a nation,  rule  their  own 
people  and  control  their  own  destinies? 

Both  sides  relied  on  the  treaty  clause  that  read,  "The  right  of 


taking  fish  at  usual  and  accustomed  grounds  and  stations  is  further 
secured  to  said  Indians  in  common  with  all  citizens  of  the 
territory . " 

The  state  interpreted  the  words  "in  common  with  all  citizens"  to 
mean  that  Indians,  like  all  other  residents  of  the  state,  must  be 
subject  to  state  control.  The  Indians  argued  the  treaties  entitled 
them  to  fish  unimpeded  at  any  of  their  "usual  and  accustomed  places." 

Testifying  at  the  trial  were  Indians  young  and  old,  like  Billy 
Frank  and  his  father,  who  told  stories  passed  on  to  them  by  their 
fathers  and  grandfathers . They  talked  of  the  time  before  white  people 
came,  and  of  the  generations  of  Indian  fishers  that  went  back, 
according  to  the  their  view,  to  the  beginning  of  time.  For  context. 

"Fie  listened  to  us,"  Billy  Frank  says  of  the  judge,  in  what  may  be 
his  highest  praise.  "He  listened  very  carefully." 

On  Feb.  12,  1974,  Judge  Boldt  handed  down  his  203-page  decision. 

The  Indians  won.  Overwhelmingly. 

Boldt,  relying  on  an  1828  edition  of  Webster's  American 
Dictionary,  interpreted  "in  common  with"  to  mean  the  Indians  were 
entitled  to  half  the  harvestable  salmon  running  through  their 
traditional  waters.  Fifty  percent!  The  ruling  shocked  even  the 
Indians,  who  made  up  only  1 percent  of  the  state's  population. 

Furthermore,  Boldt  made  the  tribes  co-managers  of  the  state's 
fisheries.  With  the  drop  of  a gavel,  tribes  transformed,  in  the  eyes 
of  the  law,  from  underground  poaching  societies  to  at-the-table 
equals  with  the  state  authorities  that  had  persecuted  them  for  so 
long. 

Acrimony  still  festers  " 

The  ruling  stuck.  It  withstood  years  of  sometimes-violent  protest 
by  non-Indian  fishermen.  It  withstood  state  appeals  argued  doggedly 
by  then  state  Attorney  General  Slade  Gorton.  The  Court  of  Appeals  and 
eventually  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  upheld  Boldt ' s decision. 

A decade  of  tumultuous  adjustments  passed  before  the  Indians 
started  harvesting  their  50  percent.  The  state  and  the  tribes 
eventually  learned  to  work  together,  the  tribes  represented  by  the 
Northwest  Indian  Fisheries  Commission,  of  which  Billy  Frank  has  been 
chairman  for  almost  20  years. 

The  50-50  formula  was  extended  to  shellfish  and  game,  but  not 
without  rancorous  opposition. 

Many  non-Indian  fishermen  still  resent  Boldt,  still  curse  him  and 
the  tribes.  And  a whole  new  group,  waterfront  property  owners  - 
angered  by  court-approved  Indian  harvesting  of  shellfish  on  their 
tidelands  - have  joined  the  campaign  to  roll  back  what  Boldt 
unfurled . 

"Boldt  made  a bad  decision,"  said  Tom  Nelson,  61,  of  Renton,  and  a 
leader  in  the  sport-fishing  community.  "Most  people  in  the  state  - 
and  I go  around  speaking  to  a lot  of  groups  - think  Boldt  made  a bad 
decision . " 

Nelson's  sport-fishing  group  wants  to  put  a "Ban  All  Nets" 
initiative  on  the  November  ballot.  Though  it  wouldn't  immediately 
affect  tribes,  observers  say  tribes  are  the  ultimate  target.  Up  to  80 
percent  of  all  net-fishing  in  Puget  Sound  is  done  by  Indian  fishers. 

Salmon  continue  to  decline.  Despite  its  mandate  to  better  manage 
the  state's  fisheries,  Boldt  didn't  save  them.  No  court  decision 
could.  Fisheries  all  over  the  world  are  in  crisis  for  the  same 
reason:  too  many  people  fishing,  polluting  and  destroying  habitat.  Or 
simply  too  many  people. 

"The  number  of  fish  dropped  while  we  were  in  the  courtroom  arguing 
over  who  got  the  fish,"  said  David  Getches,  lead  tribal  attorney  in 
the  Boldt  case. 

Most  tribes  are  still  poor. 

But  the  Boldt  decision  reverberated  throughout  Indian  country 
because,  in  symbol,  it  had  less  to  do  with  allocation  of  fish  than 


with  allocation  of  power.  It  elevated  tribal  treaties  to  at  least  the 
level  of  state  law,  and  gave  Indians  a new  political  status. 

Boldt  was  a great  boost  in  the  direction  of  tribes  ruling 
themselves.  It  coincided  with  a Nixon-era  infusion  of  federal  money 
intended  to  strengthen  tribal  governments. 

The  result  has  been  both  a political  and  economic  awakening,  seen 
in  arenas  as  divergent  as  tribal  casino  resorts  in  Connecticut, 
tribal  police  powers  in  New  Mexico  and  online  tribal  lotteries  in 
Idaho . 

Tribes  nationwide  have  become  a force  to  be  reckoned  with. 

In  Washington,  the  Muckleshoot  tribe  held  up  a city  of  Tacoma  plan 
to  build  a pipeline  along  the  Green  River,  ancestral  fishing  grounds. 
The  project  went  through  but  only  after  Tacoma  agreed  to  pay  the 
tribe  $20  million,  build  a tribal  fish  hatchery  and  hand  over  100 
acres . 

In  Utah,  the  Goshute  Indians,  over  the  vitriolic  objections  of  its 
non-Indian  neighbors,  plan  to  lease  part  of  their  reservation  for 
nuclear-waste  storage.  The  tribe,  hoping  for  a multimillion-dollar 
boon,  says  it's  their  right  as  a sovereign  nation. 

In  New  Mexico,  the  city  of  Albuquerque  has  agreed  to  spend  $300 
million  on  cleaning  up  the  Rio  Grande  River  to  meet  the  water-quality 
requirements  of  the  Isleta  Pueblo,  which  manages  part  of  the 
watershed . 

" International  acclaim  " 

"Without  question,  the  Boldt  decision  is  among  the  one,  two  or 
three  most-significant  decisions  in  the  history  of  Indian  law.  It  was 
that  profound,"  said  author  Wilkinson. 

"And  Billy  Frank  was  the  heart  and  soul  of  it.  He  was  the  image  of 
the  defiant  Indian  standing  up  for  something  that  was  right  and 
true. " 

After  a long  day  of  showing  his  two  guests  around  the  river, 

Billy  Frank's  boat  runs  out  of  gas.  It  stalls,  and  is  carried 
swiftly  downstream  on  a powerful  current.  The  boat  spins  once, 
twice.  And  from  out  of  Billy's  mouth  comes  a noise  that  sounds 
like  "Yee-haaaaw ! " 

He  grabs  a paddle,  and  eventually  guides  the  boat  steadily 
downriver  to  Frank's  Landing.  "We  made  it,"  he  says  with  mock  drama. 
"We're  safe!" 

For  him,  it  was  just  another  hairy  ride  on  the  river,  as  his  whole 
life  has  been.  He's  traveled  an  extraordinary  distance. 

From  skulking  in  the  rivers,  he  and  his  people  have  come  to 
oversee  them.  Instead  of  arrest  warrants,  he  gets  invitations  to 
speak  - to  this  congressional  panel  or  that  Senate  committee,  to  the 
world  conference  of  Amnesty  International. 

He's  been  awarded  the  Albert  Schweitzer  Prize  for  Humanitarianism, 
joining  past  winners,  former  President  Jimmy  Carter  and  former  U.S. 
Surgeon  General  Dr.  C.  Everett  Koop. 

But  his  most  prized  acquisition  has  been  the  old  shovel-nosed 
canoe  that  his  friend  Johnny  Bob  carved  40  years  ago  and  for  which 
Billy  paid  him  15  salmon  - the  one  state  wardens  confiscated  after 
ramming  him  in  the  river  in  1964. 

In  a gesture  of  reconciliation,  the  state  gave  it  back  to  him  for 
his  birthday  in  1980.  Then,  a few  years  ago,  a massive  flood  carried 
it  away,  and  Billy  lost  it  again.  But  it  came  back,  this  time 
returned  by  a niece  who  found  it  downriver. 

The  canoe  now  hangs  ceremoniously  from  the  ceiling  at  the  new  We 
He  Lut  Indian  school  on  the  Landing.  Billy  Frank  and  his  two  guests 
study  it. 

He  tells  its  story  and  unwittingly  sums  up  his  own  life.  He  says 
it  was  formed  by  old  hands  in  the  backwoods  of  the  Nisqually,  that  it 
began  in  the  river  and  will  end  there,  and  that  it's  surprised 
everyone  with  its  resilience. 

"There  it  is,"  he  says,  "still  here." 
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PLEASE  NOTE: 

50  families  does  not  mean  50  people, 
it  is  actually  more  like  125  families. 

which  means,  as  some  who  understand  extended  familiesalready  know, 
many  many  many  people,  sometimes  each  family  has 
as  many  as  40+  people.... 

FOR  THOSE  WISHING  TO  LEARN  DETAILS  ABOUT  BIG  MOUNTAIN  ISSUE: 

For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights  crisis  in  the  United 
States,  visit  web  page  at  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

AND  THIS: :::::: 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  26,  1999 
USA 

Caught  in  a tangled  web  of  US-Indian  history 

In  their  long  fight  to  remain  on  ancestral  lands,  Navajo  dissenters  opposed 
to  forced  relocation  hope  the  United  Nations  will  take  up  their  cause. 
Daniel  B.  Wood 

Staff  writer  of  The  Christian  Science  Monitor 
BIG  MOUNTAIN,  ARIZ. 

From  the  hilltop  above  her  ancestral  homeland,  Navajo  elder  Glenna  Begay 
sees  a glorious  past,  an  uncertain  present,  and  an  unwanted  future. 

Looking  off  toward  the  horizon,  her  eyes  fall  on  a giant  crane  rising 
above  the  escarpments  of  pinon,  sage,  and  juniper.  The  machine's  spindly 
arm  suspends  a bus-size  shovel  bucket  that  slams  into  the  earth,  exposing 
a rich  vein  of  coal  and  sending  up  a dust  cloud  that's  visible  as  far  away 
as  the  Grand  Canyon,  80  miles  west. 

BROKEN  PROMISES:  Sally  Young  says  she's  reaped  few  benefits  from  a coal- 
fed  power  plant  near  her  home. 

(ROBERT  HARBISON  - STAFF) 


The  story  of  this  country,  the  coal  mine,  and  a group  of  Navajo  families 
is  a morality  play  of  the  American  Southwest  - one  rooted,  as  is  often  the 
case  in  this  part  of  the  country,  in  a pitched  battle  over  how  to  use  the 
land . 

"This  story  encompasses  every  key  dynamic  of  the  postwar  West  - cultural 
change,  redistribution  of  wealth  and  power,  transition  from  agrarian  to 
industrial  society,  limited  resource  bases,  and  questionable  futures," 
says  historian  Catherine  Feher-Elston . 

Now,  after  25  years  of  fighting  over  this  territory  and  multiple  efforts 
by  Washington  to  intercede,  the  outcome  remains  more  murky  than  ever.  Only 
one  thing  seems  clear:  The  125  or  so  extended  Navajo  families  scratching 
out  a subsistence  living  from  this  red-rock  tract  of  land  - in  defiance  of 
US  law  requiring  them  to  move  - will  not  leave  voluntarily. 

"This  is  an  Indian  war,  and  we  will  never  stop  until  we  have  victory," 
vows  Leonard  Benally,  who  lives  near  the  mining  area.  "What  happens  here 
will  be  the  turning  point  for  US  relations  with  all  native  peoples.  It 
starts  here  at  Big  Mountain,  Arizona." 

To  stay  on  their  ancestral  land  - and  to  ensure  future  generations  can 
do  the  same  - this  group  of  traditional  Dineh  Navajo  is  appealing  to  what 
may  be  the  court  of  last  resort:  the  United  Nations  Commission  on  Human 
Rights . 


Two  years  ago,  Dineh  representatives  filed  a complaint  with  the  UN, 
charging  that  US  policy  of  forced  relocation  violates  their  human  rights. 
Now  their  argument  appears  to  be  winning  support  with  the  international 
body. 

"Lives,  indigenous  native  American  culture,  and  human  rights  are  being 
sacrificed  in  order  to  provide  short-term  profits  for  a nonsustainable 
[coal  mine],"  says  Marsha  Monestersky,  co-chair  of  the  nongovernmental 
Human  Rights  Caucus  at  the  UN  Commission  on  Sustainable  Development. 
"Because  all  efforts  to  obtain  justice  in  the  US  judicial  system  have  been 
exhausted,  the  Dineh  people  have  no  other  choice  but  to  formally  request 
the  UN  to  investigate  these  glaring  violations." 

AN  UNCERTAIN  FUTURE:  Navajo  elder  Glenna  Begay,  who  weaves  at  her  home 
in  Arizona's  Big  Mountain  area,  is  one  of  at  least  1,500  people  who  are 
being  directed  to  move  off  of  Hopi  tribal  land.  She  claims  some  of  her 
livestock  have  been  confiscated  without  notice. 

(ROBERT  HARBISON  - STAFF) 


Enter,  the  United  Nations 

Last  year,  a representative  of  the  UN's  Commission  on  Human  Rights 
visited  the  tribal  lands  to  hear  stories  and  collect  information.  The 
findings  are  expected  by  April,  but  a preliminary  report  may  come  within 
days  or  weeks. 

While  the  UN  findings  will  have  no  legal  status  in  the  US,  Dineh 
families  and  their  supporters  hope  the  glare  of  the  international 
spotlight  will  shame  the  US  into  amending  its  law.  Indeed,  even 
influential  congressmen  have  indicated  the  US  policy  is  flawed. 

The  late  Sen.  Barry  Goldwater  of  Arizona,  who  helped  get  the  relocation 
law  through  Congress  in  1974,  called  the  episode  the  biggest  mistake  of 
his  career.  Current  Arizona  Sen.  John  McCain  has  concurred.  "The  purpose 
of  . . . relocation  was  to  settle  land  disputes  in  a timely  and  orderly 
fashion,"  he  said.  "The  Navajos  have  lost,  the  [neighboring]  Hopis  have 
lost,  and  the  attorneys  have  won.  It's  clear  this  program  has  failed  to 
meet  its  objectives." 

The  history  of  Navajo  relocation  is  a convoluted  narrative  that 
stretches  back  to  1882.  That  year,  the  US  created  a reservation  for  Hopi 
and  other  Indians,  and  set  it  within  what  has  become  a much  larger  Navajo 
reservation.  Hopis  lived  on  500-year-old  ancestral  sites,  adjacent  to  the 
Navajo,  and  survived  by  traditional  methods  of  dry-crop  farming. 

FORCED  MOVE:  Zonnie  Whitehair  sits  on  the  timbers  of  her  mother's  hogan. 
The  dwelling  was  moved  here  to  make  way  for  a coal  mine. 

(ROBERT  HARBISON  - STAFF) 


No  real  problems  occurred  until  one  of  the  world's  densest  deposits  of 
accessible  coal  - representing  about  $10  billion  in  revenue  - was 
discovered  in  the  1950s  beneath  land  occupied  by  both  tribes,  known  as  the 
"joint-use  area."  To  clarify  which  tribe  could  issue  coal  leases  and  where 
Congress  in  1974  divided  the  joint  land  (creating  Hopi  and  Navajo 
partitioned  lands).  About  12,000  Navajo  were  stranded  on  newly  declared 
Hopi  land  and,  likewise,  about  300  Hopi  families  found  themselves  on 
Navajo  land. 

Since  then,  the  US  has  spent  over  $400  million  to  relocate  the  families 
to  tract  housing  in  nearby  cities,  towns,  and  rural  areas. 

The  trauma  of  relocation  fell  disproportionately  on  the  Navajo.  Many  who 
moved  wound  up  homeless  because  of  real  estate  fraud,  expensive  mortgages, 
and  taxes  they  could  not  afford,  say  those  who  refuse  to  move.  As  a result 
they  add,  rates  of  suicide,  alcoholism,  family  break-up,  emotional  abuse, 
and  death  soared. 

Some  scholars  concur.  "The  forced  relocation  of  over  12,000  native 
Americans  is  one  of  the  worst  cases  of  involuntary  community  resettlement 
that  I have  studied  throughout  the  world  over  the  past  40  years,"  says 
Thayer  Scudder,  an  anthropologist  at  the  California  Institute  of 
Technology  in  Pasadena,  who  has  studied  resettlement  issues  in  Africa, 
Asia,  and  the  Middle  East. 

Several  studies  since  1974  have  documented  the  problems  linked  to  Navajo 
relocation . 


"The  Navajo  traditionalists  view  their  land  as  representing  the  essence 
of  their  being/'  says  Jennie  Doe  of  the  Native  American  Research  and 
Training  Center  at  the  University  of  Arizona  in  Tucson,  who  conducted  a 
study  from  1981  to  1984.  "They  view  themselves  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
environment  - the  mountains,  the  vegetation,  and  the  animals.  The  threat 
of  being  removed  from  this  ecological  [and]  cultural  niche  has  adversely 
affected  the  health  and  spiritual  well-being  of  many." 

For  their  part,  Hopi  officials  say  people  from  both  tribes  were  forced 
from  joint-use  land.  While  far  more  Navajo  have  been  affected,  they  say, 
Hopi  families  felt  the  impact  no  less  keenly. 

"Hopi  felt  the  same  way  the  Navajos  did,"  says  Eugene  Kaye,  chief  of 
staff  for  the  Hopi  Tribe.  "But  we  have  not  felt  we  gave  up  our  religion  by 
moving  off  the  land.  The  Navajo  have  migrated  from  Canada  all  over  the  US 
for  centuries.  They  can  practice  their  religion  anywhere." 

Such  Hopi  views  have  long  been  overlooked  in  media  coverage,  experts  say 
"From  the  Hopi  point  of  view,  there  is  much  consternation  about  the  land 
dispute,"  says  Ms.  Feher-Elston . "They  consider  themselves  to  be  the  first 
one  on  the  land  and  don't  understand  how  outsiders  like  the  US  government 
can  mandate  the  loss  of  their  land." 

COAL  MINING:  These  operations  bring  $40  million  a year  to  the  Navajo  and 
Hopi.  This  land,  historically  occupied  by  both  tribes,  was  divided  between 
the  two  for  leasing  purposes. 

(ROBERT  HARBISON  - STAFF) 


Increased  pressure 

Congress  tried  as  recently  as  1996  to  end  the  dispute.  It  adopted  a law 
that  allows  remaining  Navajo  families  to  stay  on  the  land  as  tenants  for 
75  years  - but  the  Dineh  say  it  has  only  intensified  the  relocation 
pressure . 

The  law  also  sanctions  relocation  of  families  who  don't  sign  the  leases 
- and  creates  a $25  million  incentive  to  Hopis  if  they  get  85  percent  of 
the  remaining  125  families  (some  1,500  people)  to  sign. 

As  a result,  Hopis  are  "doing  everything  in  their  power  to  get  [the 
signatures]...,"  says  Bill  Sebastian,  with  a New  York-based  Dineh  support 
group.  "Reports  of  harassment  are  rampant." 

Many  here  say  they  don't  want  to  sign  the  leases,  which  require  rental 
fees,  and  would  grant  Navajo  recognition  of  Hopi  control  over  their  land. 
Some  say  the  climate  of  harassment  is  getting  worse,  as  Hopi  and  US  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  officials  confiscate  their  livestock,  post 
eviction  notices  on  their  doors,  and  threaten  to  burn  their  homes. 

Zonnie  Whitehair,  an  elderly  Dineh  woman  whose  family  has  herded  sheep 
on  this  land  for  generations,  says  she  and  her  late  husband  were  told  if 
they  didn't  sign  the  lease,  their  livestock  and  other  valuables  would  be 
taken . 

The  Hopi  and  BIA  say  not  one  Navajo  family  has  been  relocated  against 
its  will.  They  deny  undue  harassment,  but  add  they  are  mandated  to  enforce 
the  law. 

"For  any  impoundment  of  livestock  that  we  are  bound  to  make,  we  give  the 
Navajo  formal  notice  of  three  weeks,"  says  Fred  Chavez  of  the  Hopi  BIA. 

"We  are  bound  by  law  to  do  what  we  are  doing." 

But  to  Pauline  Whitesinger,  who  sits  at  her  breakfast  table  studying  a 
notice  tacked  to  her  door,  the  wording  sounds  like  a threat.  The  paper 
reads,  in  part:  "You  will  be  given  a notice  to  vacate  if  you  continue  to 
fail  or  refuse  to  relocate." 

"There  is  no  word  in  my  language  for  relocation,"  Ms.  Whitesinger  says. 
"To  relocate  from  my  ancestral  land  is  to  die." 

For  all  the  angst  the  relocations  have  caused,  a tidy  sum  of  money  from 
the  coal  leases  flows  to  both  tribes.  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  which  runs  the 
mine  in  the  joint  use  area  at  Black  Mesa,  says  royalties  paid  to  the  two 
tribes  total  about  $40  million  a year  - money  that  pays  for  roads,  schools 
police,  fire,  and  sanitation  services. 

Moreover,  92  percent  of  the  mine's  350  workers  are  native  Americans.  The 
average  salary  is  $55,000  a year,  pretty  decent  wages  in  this  part  of  the 
West . 

"What  is  happening  to  the  Dineh  people  is  truly  tragic,"  says  Peabody 


spokeswoman  Beth  Simpson.  "But  Peabody  Coal  is  in  no  way  acting  together 
with  the  Hopi  tribe  or  US  government  to  push  the  Dineh  off  the  land.  The 
area  in  question  is  the  subject  of  Hopi  efforts  to  reclaim  control  of  its 
lands . " 

But  not  all  Navajo  have  shared  in  the  largess  from  the  mines.  Those  who 
live  near  the  mine  - on  both  Navajo  and  Hopi  partitioned  lands  - say  they 
endure  air  pollution  and  health  problems.  In  1996,  in  a legal  dispute 
between  the  Dineh  and  the  Interior  Department's  Office  of  Surface  Mining, 
a federal  judge  found:  "While  the  Navajo  Nation  benefits  from  the  proceeds 
of  mining,  the  unhappy  fact  is  that  its  members  who  live  near  the  mine 
suffer  the  effects  of  that  same  mining." 

With  their  hopes  riding  high  on  the  pending  report  from  the  UN,  the 
Dineh  say  they  will  continue  to  press  their  case  in  the  international 
arena.  They  are  trying  to  schedule  additional  visits  by  other  UN  officials 
whose  special  mandates  range  from  human  rights  to  the  environment. 

They  are  backing  lawsuits  against  the  mine  and  two  local  power  plants 
for  exceeding  pollution  standards.  And  they  are  asking  people  from  Las 
Vegas  to  Los  Angeles  - whose  electricity  comes  from  the  mine-fed  power 
plants  - to  switch  to  other  power  sources. 

In  tribal  officialdom,  both  sides  say  they  hope  to  resolve  the  dispute. 
"We  are  still  hoping  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  can  come  to  some  harmonious 
solution  over  these  lands,"  says  Navajo  Nation  spokeswoman  Gerri  Harrison. 

But  to  the  Dineh  who  live  on  the  hardscrabble  land  punctuated  by  rocky 
soil  and  breathtaking  vistas,  the  only  harmonious  solution  they  can 
envision  is  to  live  here  for  generations  to  come. 

"We  were  placed  here  by  the  Creator  to  be  caretakers  of  the  land,"  says 
Roberta  Blackgoat,  founder  of  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  a group  who 
rejected  the  Navajo  tribal  council  that  signed  the  coal  leases.  "If  we 
lose  this  land,  we  lose  our  souls,  our  reasons  for  being." 

Before  bookmarking  this  page  in  your  browser,  click  here. 

The  URL  for  this  page  is: 

http : //www. csmonitor . com/durable/1999/01/26/fpl2sl-csm . shtml 

For  further  information:  Big  Mountain  Dineh  Relocation  Resistance 

"We  Will  Not  Leave  Our  Sacred  Lands":  Traditional  Navajos  Stand  Their 
Ground  Navajo-Hopi  "land  dispute"  articles  from  NATIVE-L  NativeNet  Big 
Mountain  Web  Resources 

Please  Note:  The  Monitor  does  not  endorse  the  sites  behind  these  links. 

We  offer  them  for  your  additional  research. 

"RE : Thinking  Past  the  Divide  and  Conquer  Strategy"  

Date:  Sat,  05  Feb  2000  18:17:06  -0700 

From:  Anthony  Guy  Lopez  <alopez@sw-center .org> 

Sub j : Thinking  past  the  "Divide  and  Conquer"  strategy  at  Big  Mt. 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

In  Regards  to  Riding  the  Fence,  Staying  Out  of  It,  and  Tribal  Sovereignty: 

Folks  over  here  in  Tucson  (especially  the  UofA)  often  contend  that  if  it 
is  an  inter-tribal  or  intra-tribal  dispute  then  they  advise  staying  out  of 
it,  "Indians  will  settle  it  without  our  help"  they  say.  This  is  usually 
the  case,  the  problem  is  that  this  isn't  an  absolute  and  further,  it  is 
subject  to  manipulation.  Outsiders  with  money  or  other  means  are  often 
capable  of  manufacturing  through  their  cunning  or  advantaged  position,  a 
divide  and  conquer  strategy  that  creates  inter-  or  intra-tribal  dispute. 
That's  right,  sometimes  outsiders  create  the  conflict  for  their  own 
interests.  It's  one  of  the  easiest  ways  to  defeat  Indians:  create 
controversy,  make  it  appear  that  there  is  support  for  the  plan,  etc... 

That  way  they  won't  be  able  to  enlist  the  support  of  others,  as  there  will 
be  confusion,  etc.  I don't  doubt  that  the  US  quite  easily  found  willing 
Indians  in  the  last  two  centuries  to  say  "we  support  allotment"  or  "we 
support  removal",  or  "we  support  U.S.  jurisdiction."  To  abide  by  MTH's 
logic  we  also  have  to  throw  out  certain  universal  principles,  the  fact  the 
U.S.  gov't  is  deeply  involved,  and  the  "by  hook  or  crook"  history  of  India 
removal  and  relocation. 


There  is  another  thing  at  work  here:  "Good"  Indians  get  rewarded  with 

favorable  public  policy.  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  has  been  for  many  years  a 
Republican  stronghold  in  Indian  Country.  I believe  that  they  were  rewarded 
initially  at  the  expense  of  the  Dine'  of  Big  Mountain.  That's  one  reason 
why  Goldwater  would  get  involved.  The  tension  present  between  two  adjoining 
tribes  was  there,  the  U.S.  policy-makers  exacerbated  it  for  their  own 
interests  (political  and  corporate),  now  other  "outsiders"  are  being  asked 
to  stay  out  of  it  even  though  this  would  allow  the  present  injustice  to 
remain.  Outsiders  bring  with  them  the  accoutrements  of  publicity:  video 
cameras,  tape  recorders,  pencils,  paper,  cellular  phones,  and  press  cards. 

The  light  of  day  is  truly  something  valuable  and  fundamental  to  the 
enjoyment  of  human  rights.  It  is  one  part  of  a strategy  to  prevent  the 
"divide  and  conquer"  strategy  from  working  another  injustice  at  Big  Mountain. 

Barry  Goldwater  probably  knew  that  the  Big  Mountain  relocation  issue  would 
pit  Indians  against  one  another  for  years  down  the  road  but  he  concluded 
this  would  work  in  favor  of  Goldwater' s and  states'  rights  interests.  It's 
a quandary  that  we  must  overcome. 

There  are  many  other  places  where  a "divide  and  conquer"  strategy  has 
worked  at  the  expense  of  Indians  in  Arizona. 

For  instance,  the  issue  at  the  UA  regarding  the  Mt.  Graham  Observatory. 
Simply  because  there  is  a difference  of  views  among  the  many  bands  of 
Apaches  who  live  at  San  Carlos,  and  since  the  University  of  AZ  supports  the 
pro-observatory  view  (it's  their  observatory),  many  UA  Native  folks  stay 
out  of  it.  "It's  too  controversial"  they  say.  This  really  means,  "I  might 
get  in  trouble."  Meanwhile  the  University  of  Arizona  (including  the  UA's 
American  Indian  Programs  Office),  opposes  the  listing  of  Mt.  Graham  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  It's  odd  because  there  is  resounding 
support  for  this  listing  across  Indian  country.  In  fact,  there  is 
resounding  support  to  remove  the  observatory  clear  off  the  mountain.  But 
many  Uof  A-connected  Indians  pretend  like  this  isn't  happening  and  refuse 
to  go  on  record  opposing  their  university's  project.  I believe  it  is  about 
self-interest  more  often  than  it  is  about  principles  of  sovereignty. 
Self-interest  is  easy  to  apply  to  the  Mt.  Graham  situation,  since  the  State 
of  Arizona  controls  the  purse  strings  and  policies  at  the  U of  A. 

I can  understand  why  some  folks  want  to  ride  the  fence.  At  any  given  time 
in  the  history  of  the  U.S.  it  was  easier  for  individual  Indians  to  not  get 
involved.  They  conclude  that  it  was  in  the  interests  of  peace, 
civilization,  personal  attainment  or  progress  or  $.  What  I don't  quite 
get  is  why  some  folks  get  so  bent  out  of  shape  and  work  so  hard  to  keep 
others  from  getting  involved.  It's  a pale  banner  of  sovereignty  waving 
that  works  an  injustice  against  those  it's  supposed  to  be  protecting. 

In  the  case  of  Big  Mountain  the  tribal  sovereignty  is  not  the  foremost 
issue  for  us  outsiders.  It  is  the  human  rights  of  the  people  who  are  being 
forced  out  of  their  lands  and  what  it  means  for  all  of  us  that  Indians  are 
still  subject  to  a third-class  position  when  it  comes  to  indigenous  land 
rights  being  respected  by  the  U.S. A.  and  other  nation-states.  For  justice 
at  Big  Mountain  the  Relocation  and  Accomodation  Acts  need  to  be  repealed, 
restoring  the  peoples'  rights  to  their  homes  and  livelihoods. 

I would  prefer  it  that  those  who  are  for  Relocation  just  say  so,  just  say 
"I  think  those  Dine'  should  be  kicked  out,  as  it's  legal  now  to  evict  them 
through  the  enforcement  of  U.S.  law."  The  Hopi  spokesperson  Eugene  Kay 
would  certainly  agree  with  you. 

In  conclusion.  In  Regards  to  Riding  the  Fence:  That  fence  was  cut  down  on 
February  1st,  if  you  want  to  ride  it  still,  then  the  BIA  or  Hopi  Rangers 
will  have  to  set  it  back  up  again.  In  regards  to  "staying  out  of  it"  then 
stay  out  of  it,  and  quit  telling  me  to  stay  out  of  it.  In  regards  to 
protecting  "tribal  sovereignty,"  well,  let's  get  to  work. 

Guy  Lopez 

Crow  Creek  Sioux 

Anthony  Guy  Lopez 

Center  for  Biological  Diversity 

PO  Box  710,  Tucson  AZ  85702 

TEL:  520-623-5252  ext.  301  FAX:  520-623-9797 
http: \\www. sw-center .org 
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February  1,  2000  Passes  Without  Incident 

Kykotsmovi,  AZ,  February  2,  2000  - With  clear  blue  skies  overhead  and 
warm  days  ahead,  the  February  1,  2000  deadline  passed  without  incident. 

For  the  Hopi,  February  1,  2000  is  a significant  benchmark  in  the  long 
history  of  the  Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute.  It  marks  the  day  the  Hopi  Tribe 
assumes  jurisdiction  and  full  control  over  all  of  its  lands.  Not  having 
full  control  and  jurisdiction  over  all  Hopi  lands  has  been  a bitter  pill 
for  the  Hopi  who  have  long  contended  that  they  have  been  treated  as  second 
class  citizens  on  their  own  lands. 

"I  don't  know  of  a single  tribe  or  property  owner  in  the  U.S.  who  has 
been  prevented  from  having  control  and  jurisdiction  over  their  own 
backyard.  Only  the  Hopi  have  had  their  fundamental  property  and 
regulatory  rights  taken  away,"  states  Cedric  Kuwaninvaya,  Chairman  of  the 
Hopi  Tribe's  Land  Team. 

The  celebratory  anticipation  of  the  February  1,  2000  deadline  came  and 
went  with  guarded  vigilence  for  some  Hopis.  With  anticipated  threats  of 
violence,  some  Hopi  worried  through  the  night  whether  to  send  their 
children  to  school  or  not.  Some  tribal  employees  wanted  the  Tribe  to  shut 
down  its  doors  in  the  event  of  more  bomb  threats. 

Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  asked  the  Hopi  people  to  remain  calm  in  a letter 
he  issued  on  the  eve  of  February  1st.  "In  keeping  the  peace,  keep  in  mind 
that  the  resisting  Navajo  and  outside  agitators  want  nothing  more  than  a 
confrontation  with  the  Hopi  people.  Do  not  bow  to  their  level  and  give 
them  reason  to  villianize  the  Hopi  to  the  world.  Let  them  find  out  for 
themselves  that  the  Hopi  will  uphold  the  principles  of  peace  and  harmony 
especially  during  Powamuya."  Taylor  referred  to  the  time  of  spiritual 
renewal  that  characterizes  the  entire  month  of  February  in  the  Hopi 
religious  calendar. 

Chairman  Taylor  received  support  from  several  leaders  of  the  Hopi 
villages  who  asked  outside  agitators  to  stay  away  from  the  Hopi 
Reservation  based  on  their  concern  for  public  safety  in  their  own  letter. 
"Please  be  advised  that  your  presence  is  unwelcome  and  you  will  be  coming 
onto  our  lands  without  our  consent  and  against  our  will.  This  is  an 
occupation  we  view  as  a hostile  and  insensitive  act  against  the  Hopi 
people.  The  month  of  February  is  a deeply  religious  and  significant  time 
for  all  Hopi  and  not  a time  for  adversarial  behavior.  We  ask  that  you 
respect  the  Hopi  during  this  important  time  by  observing  the  peace  and 
privacy  of  our  people." 

Despite  the  request  from  Chairman  Taylor  and  village  leaders  to  respect 
the  wishes  of  the  Hopi  people,  approximately  70  protestors  marched  onto 
the  Hopi  Reservation.  Several  law  enforcement  agencies  were  called  upon 
to  provide  public  safety  on  the  Hopi  Reservation.  Preparing  for  the  worse, 
the  Village  of  Bacavi  closed  on  February  1,  2000  despite  the  presence  of 
increased  law  enforcement  on  the  Hopi  Reservation. 

"The  way  the  Navajo  resistors  want  to  draw  attention  to  themselves 
through  their  media  attacks  on  the  Hopi  and  using  threats  of  violence  is 
unfortunate,"  states  Eugene  Kaye,  Spokesman  for  the  Hopi  Tribe.  "It  has 
worn  down  the  compassion  of  the  Hopi  people  and  there  is  an  increasing 


sentiment  that  is  anti-Navajo  resistor.  I think  their  campaign  has 
backfired  on  their  cause." 

With  the  media  playing  on  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  tensions,  some  Hopi  worry 
that  the  relationship  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  people  will  deteriorate. 
"People  need  to  understand  that  this  issue  is  not  a conflict  with  the 
entire  Navajo  people.  We  are  talking  only  of  a few  Navajo  individuals  who 
are  bent  on  making  the  relationship  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  people 
sour.  If  you  look  at  the  situation  in  a larger  picture,  the  only  thing 
people  on  the  outside  hear  about  is  what  the  outsiders  want  them  to  hear 
which  are  mostly  lies.  What  is  not  told  are  the  positive  things  the 
Navajo  and  Hopi  people  have  shared  and  how  many  of  us  would  like  to  get 
this  issue  behind  us.  We  are  still  neighbors  and  that  will  never  change," 
states  Marlene  Sekaquaptewa  of  Bacavi  Village. 

In  its  latest  effort  to  educate  outsiders  about  the  Hopi  perspective  on 
the  land  issue,  the  Hopi  Tribe's  Land  Team  issued  a challenge  to  all 
foreign  observers  of  human  rights.  The  letter  read,"  The  Hopi  people  have 
read  with  concern  your  claims  that  you  are  on  a fact  finding  mission 
regarding  allegations  of  violations  against  the  resisting  Navajo  who 
occupy  our  lands  illegally.  The  Hopi  people  challenge  you  to  meet  with 
Hopi  officials  and  village  leaders  to  hear  our  side  of  this  sensitive  and 
complex  matter.  It  is  the  least  you  can  do  when  you  are  falsely  charging 
the  Hopi  with  genocide,  ethnocide  and  other  "atrocities." 

While  the  future  has  become  more  certain  for  Hopi  land  rights,  the 
vigilance  will  remain  until  the  eviction  process  is  complete.  "The 
federal  government  has  a huge  responsibility  in  assuring  that  our  public 
safety  and  property  interests  are  protected  and  that  the  illegal  taking  of 
our  lands  will  not  occur  in  the  future."  Eugene  Kaye. 

"RE : Blackfoot  Declaration"  

Date:  Mon,  31  lan  2000  09:19:03  -0800 

From:  "Long  Standing  Bear  Chief"  <blkfoot@wolfenet . com> 

Sub j : Blackfoot  Declaration 

Oki  Niksokowa: 

Proclamation  Restoring  the  Independence 
of  the  Sovereign  Nation  State  of  Blackfoot 

November  29,  1999 

Let  it  be  known,  that  We  the  Blackfoot  speaking  people  of  the  Blackfoot 
Nation,  do  solemnly  declare  our  inherent  sovereignty.  Therefore,  We  stand 
to  clarify  that  our  people  have  always  enjoyed,  exercised  a sovereign 
existence.  Since  time  Immemorial,  which  was  given  to  us  by  our  Creator  to 
live  in  this  way.  Our  sovereignty  was  fraudulently  coerced  by  the  Dominion 
Government  of  Canada,  at  the  "so  called"  signing  of  Treaty  #7  at  the 
Blackfoot  Crossing  on  September  27,  1877;  and  supplementary  Treaty  made 
the  4th  of  December  1877.  As  a result,  our  nation  has  lived  under  the 
ambiguous  notion  of  our  forefathers  entering  into  quasi-bilateral  treaty 
with  the  Crown,  of  the  British  Empire.  Which  in  turn,  was  manipulated  by 
the  Canadian  Government  as  a Land  surrender. 

Today  the  Blackfoot  proclaim  our  Right  of  self-determination  as  a People 
in  accordance  with  Article  1(2)  of  the  United  Nations  Charter,  and  join 
the  World  Community  of  States  as  an  Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  State. 
By  virtue  of  our  Rights  to  self-determination  the  Blackfoot  claim  the 
Right  to  freely  determine  our  political  status  and  freely  pursue  our 
economic,  social  and  cultural  development  in  accordance  with  common 
Article  1 of  the  International  Covenant  on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural 
Rights . 

The  Blackfoot  People  claim  the  Right,  for  our  own  ends,  to  freely 
dispose  of  our  natural  wealth  and  resources ...  including  our  lands  and  our 
waters  without  prejudice  to  any  obligations  arising  out  of  international 
economic  cooperation,  based  upon  the  principle  of  mutual  benefit  and 
international  law. 

We  the  Blackfoot,  claim  all  the  Land,  and  Natural  Wealth,  Resources  and 


Minerals,  and  Waters,  which  has  always  resided  and  will  always  reside 
within  the  Hands  of  the  Blackfoot,  to  be  ours  forever,  originally  under 
communal  land  tenure. 

Commencing  at  a point  on  the  International  Boundary  due  south  of  the 
Western  extremity  of  the  Cypress  Hills,  thence  west  along  the  said 
boundary  to  the  central  range  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  or  to  the  boundary 
of  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  thence  north  westerly  along  the  said 
boundary  to  a point  due  west  of  the  source  of  the  main  branch  of  the  Red 
Deer  River,  thence  south  westerly  and  southerly  on  the  boundaries  to  the 
tract  by  the  Treaties  6 & 4 to  the  Place  of  commencement. 

In  the  Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  of  the  Blackfoot  lives  the 
Blackfoot.  We  have  lived  here  forever,  since  time  immemorial.  We  are  the 
original  inhabitants  and  occupants  of  these  Lands.  We  have  always  been  in 
possession  of  our  land  and  are  thus  entitled  to  re-establish  our 
Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  State. 

The  current  citizens  of  the  Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  State  of 
Blackfoot  consist  of  all  those  who  are  descendants  of  the  Blackfoot  prior 
to  the  arrival  of  the  first  easterners  in  1492,  and  those  persons  who  have 
lived  in  Blackfoot  territory  prior  to  the  illegal  Overthrow,  invasion  and 
occupation  of  1877,  in  the  area  which  now  constitutes  the  Sovereign  Nation 
State  of  Blackfoot. 

The  Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  State  of  Blackfoot  will  establish 
procedures  for  according  citizenship  by  means  of  naturalization  to  all 
people  who  are  habitual  residents  of  Blackfoot  territory  as  of  today's 
date.  The  Blackfoot  fully  support  and  subscribe  to  all  of  the  Rights  of 
the  1948  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights  for  all  of  the  people 
living  in  our  Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  State  of  Blackfoot 
territory.  The  Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  State  of  Blackfoot 
territory  adheres  to  the  generally  recognized  principles  of  international 
law,  including  the  terms  of  the  United  Nations  Charter.  We  will  apply  for 
Membership  in  the  United  Nations  Organization  in  due  course.  In  the 
meantime,  we  call  upon  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  forces  in  the 
Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  State  of  Blackfoot  territory,  to  withdraw 
from  our  Sovereign  Territory  immediately. 

Since  time  immemorial,  the  Blackfoot,  has  maintained  their  close 
relationship  to  the  land  and  its  natural  surroundings,  through  practice 
holistically  spiritual  in  nature  and  in  harmony  with  natural  law.  The 
natural  belief  and  practice  that  the  Blackfoot  was  considered  "sacred"  for 
the  well-being  of  the  human  sustenance  of  life.  Prior  to  the  first 
European  invasion,  of  1754,  the  Blackfoot  were  known  to  have  a unique 
culture  and  system  of  government.  Through  customs  and  traditional 
practices.  The  Blackfoot  (Elders),  were  highly  regarded  and  respected,  as 
the  keepers  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge,  in  a highly  organized  self- 
sufficient  and  sustainable  social  system,  based  on  a communal  land  tenure 
system,  and  were  always  consulted  upon  to  maintain  order  and  peace,  which 
was  enforced  by  the  Brave  Dog  Society. 

The  Blackfoot  of  today,  embody  within  their  governmental  structure, 
traditional  customs  and  culture,  the  Blackfoot,  based  on  this  mutual 
respect  and  practice,  and  family  order.  Their  advice  on  many  decisions,  is 
highly  regarded  for  the  basis  of  all  authority  and  principles  as  handed 
down  through  generations  in  their  teachings.  Their  natural  ability  and 
practice  of  Natural  Law  was  understood  to  be  commonly  known  and  exercised, 
by  their  deep  spiritual  connection  to  nature,  its  use,  application  and 
practice  of  the  Law  of  Nature,  then  and  now.  The  Blackfoot  believe  that 
all  things  have  life,  be  it  animate  or  inanimate,  because  everything  has 
been  derived  and  created  from  one  Source,  the  Creator. 

Today  the  Blackfoot,  respectfully  continue  to  seek  the  guidance  of  our 
Elders,  be  it  Spiritually,  Mentally  and  Physically,  on  authority  and 
decisions  that  affect  our  lives,  to  restore  our  customs  and  teachings  of 
our  culture,  language,  and  knowledge,  from  being  exploited,  desecrated, 
and  on  the  verge  of  eventually  becoming  extinct.  For  all  these  reasons, 
the  Blackfoot  will  serve  as  the  provisional  Government  of  the  Independent 
and  Sovereign  Nation  State  of  Blackfoot,  until  such  time  when  the 
Blackfoot  will  convene  a constitutional  convention. 

Despite  the  historical  injustices  and  abuse,  that  has  documented  a time 


and  dark  chapter  of  the  lives  of  all  Blackfoot  people,  so  unimaginable  to 
the  conscience  of  humanity,  and  to  all  human  life  as  a whole,  we  have  come 
to  realize,  that  in  the  course  of  this  modern  times,  we  could  never  depart 
and  separate  our  undying  love  and  connection,  "sacred  ties,"  with  the 
Spirit  of  this  Land,  which  is  the  heart  and  life  of  all  living  things,  as 
taught  and  handed  down  from  the  ancient  wise  ones.  For  we  must  protect  it 
from  such  invasion  and  exploitation,  to  liberate  it  from  destructive 
forces,  to  preserve  our  cultural  heritage  for  future  generations,  from  the 
devastation  of  extinction. 

The  Blackfoot,  has  continued  to  exercise,  practice  and  occupy  our 
Reserved  Lands,  despite  the  continued  subjection,  domination  and 
exploitation,  by  the  forces  of  the  occupying  foreign  powers,  denying  us 
our  inalienable  rights  to  self-determination  and  Independence,  and 
Statehood.  Thus  were  well  recognized  principles  of  international  laws 
violated.  Thus  were  the  national  identity,  land,  resources.  Right  of 
Sovereignty  over  our  Territory  violated,  and  a peaceful  people  Overthrown, 
by  the  invasion  of  foreign  powers,  who  continue  to  occupy,  exploit  and 
destroy  our  way  of  life. 

It  is  the  duty  and  obligation  of  every  Blackfoot,  young  and  old,  to 
stand  ready  to  restore  and  defend  our  natural  rights,  territorial 
integrity  and  independence  without  prejudice,  and  reject  and  resist  all 
unlawful  acts,  injustice  and  complicity,  violence  and  terrorism  against 
our  political  independence,  and  also  reject  such  use  and  violence  against 
the  territorial  integrity  against  other  peaceful  states.  We  here  today 
have  the  same  commitment.  If  not  for  those  of  us  who  have  awaited  this 
day;  who  have  considered  the  facts  and  evidence  of  such  acts  of  oppression, 
subjugation  and  fear,  and  the  loss  of  our  honor,  dignity  and  pride,  must 
we  let  such  injustices  continue. 

We  the  Blackfoot,  have  historically  been  the  victims  of  crimes  against 
humanity  and  genocide  as  defined  by  the  Nuremberg  Charter  and  the  Genocide 
Convention.  The  Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  State  of  Blackfoot 
territory,  proclaims  its  commitment  to  the  purposes  and  principles  of  the 
United  Nations  Charter. 

The  Blackfoot  have  long  been  recognized  as  a peaceful  loving  Nation,  and 
to  live  in  peaceful  co-existence  with  other  peaceful  Nation  States,  based 
on  equality,  truth  and  justice,  and  for  the  respect  of  their  undying 
Spirit,  and  for  the  Rights  of  Humanity. 

We  proclaim  that,  despite  the  continued  interference  of  our  rights  to 
self-determination.  Rights  of  Sovereignty,  and  Right  of  Independence,  by 
the  foreign  occupying  powers,  we  stand  this  day,  in  all  honor,  dignity  and 
respect,  of  this  sacred  land,  to  restore  our  Independent  and  Sovereign 
Nation  State  of  Blackfoot  territory. 

We  pledge  that  our  commitment  will  continue  until  the  illegal  occupation 
ends,  and  the  revival  of  our  Culture  of  our  Independent  and  Sovereign 
Nation  State  has  been  fortified,  with  our  Spirit  totally  restored,  and  the 
spirit  of  justice,  freedom  and  liberation,  shall  once  again  bring  peace  on 
earth  for  all  humanity. 

We  call  upon  our  great  people,  and  all  Nations  of  the  World,  to  unite 
and  act  this  day,  to  declare  and  proclaim  our  inalienable  Sovereignty  of 
the  Nation  State  of  Blackfoot  territory,  fully  restored  and  functional, 
and  arise  in  the  uniting  of  freedom  and  dignity  in  our  homeland,  which  is 
the  homeland  of  the  free,  now  and  forever. 

Therefore,  the  hereditary  chief,  in  General  Council  Assembled,  by  the 
Authority  recognized  and  vested  in  the  Creator,  in  the  name  of  the 
Blackfoot  people,  to  preserve  and  to  forevermore  cultivate  the  Heritage 
and  Culture  of  the  Blackfoot  Nation,  do  solemnly  publish,  declare  and 
proclaim,  that  the  Independent  and  Sovereign  Nation  State  of  Blackfoot 
territory,  free  and  absolved  from  any  other  political  connection  from  any 
other  Nation  State,  and  whomsoever  disregards  the  principles  and  Rule  of 
the  Law  of  Nations,  Justice,  Integrity  and  Morality  of  Character  and 
Humanity,  who  by  force  and  acts  of  aggression,  illegally  occupies  our 
Territory . 

We  have  therefore  concluded,  that  the  facts  are  self-evident.  That  to 
continue  under  any  colonial  regime  would  cause  the  destruction  and 
extinction  of  our  culture  and  people.  Our  firm  commitment  for  the 


protection  of  our  divine  heritage.  We  mutually  pledge  our  Lives,  Our 
Fortunes,  our  Sacred  Honor,  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Creator. 
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Roll  over  to  Tahlequah  to  trace  ancestry 

01/25/2000 

TAHLEQUAH  --  They  never  know,  over  here  in  the  Cherokee  Nation 
registrar's  office,  what  they  might  find  when  they  open  the  mail. 

They  receive  little  bags  of  sage.  X-rays  and  photographs  of  tattoos  from 
people,  all  of  whom  are  hoping  to  certify  their  Cherokee  ancestry.  "People 
send  us  blood  drops  on  paper  to  see  if  we  can  test  them,"  Registrar  Lela  3. 
Ummerteskee  said. 

Lela  and  her  staff  are  the  keepers  of  the  official  Cherokee  roll  --  part 
of  the  Dawes  Commission  Roll  --  which  closed  in  1906.  To  be  certified  as  a 
member  of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  you  must  be  able  to  prove  you  are  a direct 
descendant  of  someone  on  the  roll. 

Lela,  who  went  to  work  for  the  tribe  22  years  ago  as  a file  clerk,  is 
half  Cherokee.  Pam  Hood,  who  spends  most  of  her  day  at  the  front  counter 
in  the  registrar's  office,  is  17256th  Cherokee.  The  lowest  degree  on  the 
roll  is  14096th. 

The  registrar's  office  never  sees  a slow  day  with  anywhere  from  50  to  80 
people  arriving  for  help  everyday.  "They  are  from  all  over,"  Lela  said. 

The  roll  changes  daily,  and  Lela  updates  the  total  every  two  to  three 
days.  As  of  last  week,  the  Cherokee  Nation  population  was  211,220.  Of 
those,  129,637  live  in  Oklahoma.  Cherokee  County,  as  you  might  guess,  has 
the  largest  number  of  tribe  members  with  12,528.  Adair  County  is  second 
with  9,705,  and  Sequoyah  County  is  third  with  9,629. 

The  months  from  May  through  September  are  the  busiest.  People  wanting  to 
trace  their  ancestry  plan  vacation  trips  to  Tahlequah. 

Ninety-five  percent  of  those  tracing  ancestry  are  doing  so  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  the  benefits  afforded  tribe  members,  Lela  said.  The 
other  5 percent  simply  want  to  know. 

"The  majority  of  people  coming  in  know  who  they  are,"  Lela  said,  "they 
just  haven't  bothered  to  get  their  certification." 

Degree  of  blood  doesn't  guarantee  certification.  Your  ancestor  must  have 
registered  with  the  census  by  1906,  Lela  said.  Those  who  didn't  are  the 
"too  lates,"  Pam  said. 

"We  have  full-bloods  now  who  can't  be  certified  because  their  ancestors 
didn't  sign  up,"  Lela  said. 

Indians  feared  that  by  registering,  Lela  said,  they  were  giving  the 
government  control  of  their  lives.  "Others  said,  'Why  should  we  register 
as  a race  when  no  one  else  has  to?.'  " 

"Whites  at  that  time  didn't  have  to  get  a number,"  Lela  said.  "Why 
should  we  have  to  prove  who  we  are?  We  are  the  only  race  of  people  who  has 
to  prove  who  we  are." 

The  purpose  of  the  roll  was  to  determine  who  was  eligible  for  American 
Indian  allotments. 

Suspicion  still  raises  a wary  eye.  On  Thursday,  as  Pam  worked  the 
counter,  a mother  and  daughter  arrived  in  search  of  help.  Before  they 
would  talk  to  Pam,  one  of  them  asked:  "Do  you  work  for  Cherokee  Nation  or 
the  federal  government?" 

They  have  seen  people  become  emotional  when  they  authenticate  their 
Cherokee  ancestry,  and  they  have  seen  people  grow  angry  when  they  can't. 

"We  never  tell  anyone  they're  not  Indian,"  Lela  said.  "We  just  tell  them 
we  can't  certify  them." 

"Children  have  never  been  very  good  at  listening  to  their  elders,  but  they 


have  never  failed  to  imitate  them." 
lames  Baldwin 
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Global  pressures  threaten  them,  but  more  voices  are  being  raised  to  keep 
them  alive. 

By  ROBERT  LEE  HOTZ,  Times  Science  Writer 

HILO,  HAWAII--It  was  not  the  teachers  bearing  baskets  of  feather  leis, 
the  fanfares  played  on  conch  shells  or  the  beating  of  the  sacred  sharkskin 
drum  that  made  Hulilauakea  Wilson's  high  school  graduation  so  memorable. 

It  was  this:  For  the  first  time  in  a century,  a child  of  the  islands  had 
been  educated  exclusively  in  his  native  Hawaiian  language,  immersed  from 
birth  in  a special  way  of  speaking  his  mind  like  a tropical  fish  steeped 
in  the  salt  waters  of  its  nativity. 

It  was  a language  being  reborn. 

More  than  an  academic  rite  of  passage,  the  graduation  last  May  of  Wilson 
and  four  other  students  at  the  Nawahiokalani ' opu ' u School  on  the  Big 
Island  of  Hawaii  signaled  a coming  of  age  for  one  of  the  world's  most 
ambitious  efforts  to  bring  an  endangered  language  back  from  the  brink  of 
extinction.  The  world  has  become  a hospice  for  dying  languages,  which  are 
succumbing  to  the  pressure  of  global  commerce,  telecommunications,  tourism, 
and  the  inescapable  influence  of  English.  By  the  most  reliable  estimates, 
more  than  half  of  the  world's  6,500  languages  may  be  extinct  by  the  end  of 
this  century. 

"The  number  of  languages  is  plummeting,  imploding  downward  in  an 
altogether  unprecedented  rate,  just  as  human  population  is  shooting 
straight  upward,"  said  University  of  Alaska  linguist  Michael  Krauss. 

But  scattered  across  the  globe,  many  ethnic  groups  are  struggling  to 
find  their  own  voice,  even  at  the  risk  of  making  their  dealings  with  the 
broader  world  they  inhabit  more  fractious. 

>From  the  Hoklo  and  Hakka  in  Hong  Kong  to  the  Euskara  in  Spain's  Basque 
country,  thousands  of  minority  languages  are  clinging  precariously  to 
existence.  A few,  like  Hebrew  and  Gaelic,  have  been  rejuvenated  as  part  of 
resurgent  nationalism.  Indeed,  so  important  is  language  to  political  and 
personal  self-determination  that  a people's  right  to  speak  its  mind  in  the 
language  of  its  choice  is  becoming  an  international  human  right. 

California  once  had  the  densest  concentration  of  indigenous  languages  in 
North  America.  Today,  almost  every  one  of  its  50  or  so  surviving  native 
languages  is  on  its  deathbed.  Indeed,  the  last  fluent  speaker  of  Chumash, 
a family  of  six  languages  once  heard  throughout  Southern  California  and 
the  West,  is  a professional  linguist  at  UC  Santa  Barbara.  More  people  in 
California  speak  Mongolian  at  home  than  speak  any  of  the  state's  most 
endangered  indigenous  languages. 

"Not  one  of  them  is  spoken  by  children  at  home,"  said  UC  Berkeley 
linguist  Leanne  Hinton. 

None  of  this  happened  by  accident. 

All  Native  American  languages,  as  well  as  Hawaiian,  were  for  a century 
the  target  of  government  policies  designed  to  eradicate  them  in  public  and 
in  private,  to  ensure  that  they  were  not  passed  from  parent  to  child. 

Until  1987,  it  was  illegal  to  teach  Hawaiian  in  the  islands'  public 
schools  except  as  a foreign  language.  The  language  that  once  claimed  the 
highest  literacy  rate  in  the  world  was  banned  even  from  the  islands' 
private  schools. 

Indeed,  there  may  be  no  more  powerful  testimony  to  the  visceral 


importance  of  language  than  the  government's  systematic  efforts  to  destroy 
all  the  indigenous  languages  in  the  United  States  and  replace  them  with 
English.  No  language  in  memory,  except  Spanish,  has  sought  so  forcefully 
to  colonize  the  mind.  Of  an  estimated  300  languages  spoken  in  the 
territorial  United  States  when  Columbus  made  landfall  in  1492,  only  175 
are  still  spoken.  Of  those,  only  20  are  being  passed  on  to  children. 

In  1868,  a federal  commission  on  Indian  affairs  concluded:  "In  the 
difference  of  language  today  lies  two-thirds  of  our  trouble.  . . . Their 
barbarous  dialect  should  be  blotted  out  and  the  English  language 
substituted."  The  commission  reasoned  that  "through  sameness  of  language 
is  produced  sameness  of  sentiment,  and  thought.  ...  In  process  of  time 
the  differences  producing  trouble  would  have  been  gradually  obliterated." 
Not  until  1990  did  the  federal  government  reverse  its  official  hostility 
to  indigenous  languages,  when  the  Native  American  Languages  Act  made  it  a 
policy  to  preserve  native  tongues. 

Policies  against  indigenous  languages  were  once  in  effect  in  many 
developed  nations.  Only  the  dissolution  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991  ended 
that  government's  efforts  to  force  its  ethnic  minorities  to  adopt  Russian. 
Policies  in  other  nations  aimed  at  eliminating  minority  languages  such  as 
Catalan  in  Spain,  Kurdish  in  Turkey,  Inuktitut  in  Canada  and  Lardio  in 
Australia,  to  name  just  a few. 

Silencing  a language  does  much  more  than  eliminate  a source  of 
"differences  producing  trouble." 

A language  embodies  a community  of  people  and  their  way  of  being.  It  is 
a unique  mental  framework  that  gives  special  form  to  universal  human 
experiences.  Languages  are  the  most  complex  products  of  the  human  mind, 
each  differing  enormously  in  its  sounds,  structure  and  pattern  of  thought, 
said  UCLA  anthropologist  Hared  Diamond. 

As  a prism  through  which  perceptions  are  reflected,  there  is  almost  no 
end  to  the  variations. 

In  some  languages,  gender  plays  a relatively  minor  role,  allowing 
sexually  neutral  forms  of  personal  pronouns,  and  in  others  it  is  so 
overriding  that  men  and  women  must  use  completely  different  forms  of 
speech.  Other  tongues  infuse  every  phrase  with  the  structure  of  ownership, 
while  others  make  cooperation  a key  grammatical  rule.  Some  see  only  a 
category  where  another  sees  the  individuals  that  constitute  it. 

There  are  languages  in  which  verities  of  time,  cardinal  directions,  even 
left  and  right--as  English  conceives  them--are  almost  wholly  absent.  "If 
we  ever  want  to  understand  how  the  human  mind  works,  we  really  want  to 
know  all  the  kinds  of  ways  that  have  evolved  for  making  sense  out  of  the 
kaleidoscope  of  experience, " said  linguist  Marianne  Mithun  at  UC  Santa 
Barbara . 

Suffocating  in  Silence 

More  than  an  ocean  separates  Katherine  Silva  Saubel  on  the  Morongo 
Reservation  at  the  foot  of  the  arid,  wind-swept  San  Gorgonio  Pass  near 
Banning  from  the  language  renaissance  underway  in  Hawaii. 

The  silence  suffocating  many  languages  is  almost  tangible  in  her 
darkened,  cinder-block  living  room.  There,  in  a worn  beige  recliner 
flanked  by  a fax  machine,  a treadmill  and  a personal  computer,  Saubel,  a 
79-year-old  Cahuilla  Indian  activist  and  scholar,  marshals  her  resistance 
to  time  and  the  inroads  of  English. 

Saubel  is  the  last  fluent  speaker  of  her  native  tongue  on  this 
reservation.  "Since  my  husband  died,"  she  said,  "there  is  no  one  here  I 
can  converse  with." 

For  50  years,  this  broad-shouldered  great-grandmother  has  worked  almost 
single-handedly  to  ensure  the  survival  of  Cahuilla.  Her  efforts  earned  her 
a place  in  the  National  Women's  Hall  of  Fame  and  a certificate  of  merit 
from  the  state  Indian  Museum  in  Sacramento.  Even  so,  her  language  is 
slipping  away. 

"I  wanted  to  teach  the  children  the  language,  but  their  mothers  wanted 
them  to  know  English.  A lot  of  them  want  the  language  taught  to  them  now," 
Saubel  said.  "Maybe  it  will  revive." 

If  it  does,  it  will  be  a recovery  based  almost  solely  on  the  memories 
she  has  pronounced  and  defined  for  academic  tape  recorders,  the  words  she 


has  filed  in  the  only  known  dictionary  of  Cahuilla,  and  the  songs  she  has 
helped  commit  to  living  tribal  memory.  Tribal  artifacts  and  memorabilia 
are  housed  in  the  nearby  Makli  Museum  that  she  founded,  the  first  in  North 
America  to  be  organized  and  managed  by  Native  Americans. 

Born  on  the  Los  Coyotes  Reservation  east  of  Warm  Springs,  Saubel  did  not 
even  see  a white  person  until  she  was  4 years  old--"I  thought  he  was  sick, 
" she  recalled--and  English  had  no  place  in  her  world  until  she  was  7. 

Then  her  mother--who  spoke  neither  English  nor  Spanish- -sent  her  to  a 
public  school. 

She  was,  she  recalled,  the  only  Indian  girl  in  the  classroom.  She  could 
not  speak  English.  No  one  tried  to  teach  her  to  speak  the  language,  she 
said.  Mostly,  she  was  ignored. 

"I  would  speak  to  them  in  the  Indian  language  and  they  would  answer  me 
in  English.  I don't  remember  when  I began  to  understand  what  was  being 
said  to  me,"  Saubel  said.  "Maybe  a year." 

Even  so,  by  eighth  grade  she  had  discovered  a love  of  learning  that  led 
her  to  become  the  first  Indian  woman  to  graduate  from  Palm  Springs  High 
School.  But  she  also  saw  the  other  Indian  children  taken  aside  at  recess 
and  whipped  if  they  spoke  their  language  in  school. 

In  time,  the  child  of  an  Indian  medicine  woman  became  an  ethno-botanist . 
For  linguists  as  far  away  as  Germany  and  Japan,  she  became  both  a research 
subject  and  a collaborator.  She  is  working  now  with  UC  San  Diego 
researchers  to  catalog  all  the  medicinal  plants  identified  in  tribal  lore. 
"My  race  is  dying,"  she  said.  "I  am  saving  the  remnants  of  my  culture  in 
these  books. 

"I  am  just  a voice  in  the  wilderness  all  by  myself,"  Saubel  said.  "But  I 
have  made  these  books  as  something  for  my  great-grandchildren . And  I have 
great-grandchildren . " 

In  its  broadest  outlines,  her  life  is  a refrain  repeated  on  many 
mainland  reservations. 

"Basically,  every  American  Indian  language  is  endangered,"  said  Douglas 
Whalen  at  Yale  University's  Haskins  Laboratory,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Endangered  Languages  Fund. 

As  a matter  of  policy.  Native  American  families  often  were  broken  up  to 
keep  children  from  learning  to  speak  like  their  parents.  Indian  boarding 
schools,  founded  in  the  last  century  to  implement  that  policy,  left 
generations  of  Indians  with  no  direct  connection  to  their  language  or 
tribal  cultures. 

Today,  the  federal  Administration  for  Native  Americans  dispenses  about 
$2  million  in  language  grants  to  tribes  every  year.  But  even  the  best 
efforts  to  preserve  the  skeletons  of  grammar,  vocabulary  and  syntax  cannot 
breathe  life  into  a language  that  its  people  have  abandoned. 

Still,  from  the  Kuruk  of  Northern  California  to  the  Chitimacha  of 
Louisiana  and  the  Abenaki  of  Vermont,  dozens  of  tribes  are  trying  to 
rekindle  their  languages. 

Mohawk  is  taught  in  upstate  New  York,  Lakota  on  the  Oglala  Sioux 
reservation  in  South  Dakota,  Ute  in  Utah,  Choctaw  in  Mississippi,  and 
Kickapoo  in  Oklahoma.  The  Navajo  Nation--with  80,000  native  speakers--has 
its  own  comprehensive,  college-level  training  to  produce  Navajo-speaking 
teachers  for  the  240  schools  in  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Utah  that  have 
large  numbers  of  Navajo  students. 

Some  tribes,  acknowledging  that  too  few  tribal  members  still  speak  their 
language,  have  switched  to  English  for  official  business  while  trying  to 
give  children  a feel  for  the  words  and  catch-phrases  of  their  native 
language . 

Even  when  instruction  falls  short  of  achieving  fluency,  it  can  inspire 
pride  that,  in  turn,  translates  into  lower  school  dropout  rates  and 
improved  test  scores,  several  experts  said. 

Like  the  Hawaiian  students,  Mohawk  children  near  Montreal,  who  are 
taught  in  their  native  language,  do  better  academically  than  their  tribal 
schoolmates  taught  in  English. 

But  revitalization  efforts  often  founder  on  the  political  geography  of 
the  reservation  system,  economic  pressure  and  the  language  gap  that 
divides  grandparent  from  grandchild. 

As  many  tribes  assert  the  prerogatives  of  sovereignty  for  the  first  time 


in  generations,  some  tribal  leaders  are  jarred  to  discover  themselves  more 
at  ease  in  English  than  in  the  language  of  their  ancestors. 

"Often  people  who  are  now  in  power  in  Indian  communities  are  the  first 
generation  that  does  not  speak  the  language,  and  it  can  be  very,  very  hard 
for  them,"  Mithun  at  UC  Santa  Barbara  said.  "It  is  hard  to  be  an  Indian 
and  not  being  able  to  prove  it  with  language.  You  have  to  be  a big  person 
to  say  I want  my  kids  to  be  more  Indian  than  I am."  When  people  do  break 
through  to  fluency,  they  tap  a hidden  wellspring  of  community. 

"I  was  in  my  own  language,  not  just  saying  the  words,  but  my  own 
thoughts,"  said  Nancy  Steele  of  Crescent  City,  an  advanced  apprentice  in 
the  Karuk  language. 

"It  is  a way  of  being,  something  that  has  been  here  for  a long,  long 
time,  a sense  of  balance  with  the  world." 

An  All-Out  Effort  to  Save  Hawaiian 

The  effort  to  revive  Hawaiian  today  is  a cultural  battle  for  hearts  and 
minds  waged  with  dictionaries,  Internet  sites,  children's  books,  videos, 
multimedia  databases  and  radio  broadcasts.  At  its  forefront  are  a handful 
of  parents  and  educators  determined  to  remake  Hawaiian  into  a language  in 
which  every  aspect  of  modern  life--from  rocket  science  to  rap--can  be 
expressed . 

Spearheading  the  revival  is  a nonprofit  foundation  called  the  Aha  Punano 
Leo,  which  means  the  "language  nest"  in  Hawaiian. 

Inspired  by  the  Maori  of  New  Zealand  and  the  Mohawks  of  Canada,  Punano 
Leo  teachers  use  the  immersion  approach,  in  which  only  the  language  being 
learned  is  used  throughout  the  school  day. 

In  15  years,  the  Punano  Leo  has  grown  from  a few  volunteers  running  a 
preschool  with  12  students  to  a $5-million-a-year  enterprise  with  130 
employees  that  encompasses  11  private  Hawaiian  language  schools,  the 
world's  most  sophisticated  native  language  computer  network,  and  millions 
in  university  scholarships. 

It  works  in  partnership  with  the  state  department  of  education,  which 
now  operates  16  public  Hawaiian  language  schools,  and  the  University  of 
Hawaii,  which  recently  established  the  first  Hawaiian  language  college  in 
Hilo.  So  far,  it  is  succeeding  most  in  the  place  where  so  many  other 
revitalization  efforts  have  failed:  in  the  homes  that,  all  too  often,  are 
the  first  place  a language  begins  to  die. 

To  enroll  their  children  in  a Punano  Leo  immersion  school,  parents  must 
pledge  to  also  become  fluent  in  Hawaiian  and  promise  that  only  Hawaiian 
will  be  spoken  at  home. 

The  effort  arose  from  the  frustration  of  seven  Hawaiian  language 
teachers,  amid  a general  political  reawakening  of  Hawaiian  native  rights, 
and  one  couple's  promise  to  an  unborn  child. 

The  couple  was  University  of  Hawaii  linguist  William  H.  Wilson  and 
Hawaiian  language  expert  Kauanoe  Kamana,  who  today  is  president  of  Punano 
Leo  and  principal  of  the  Nawahiokalani ' opu ' u School. 

The  child  was  their  son:  1999  graduating  senior  Hulilauakea  Wilson. 

Their  daughter  Keli'i  will  graduate  next  year. 

"When  we  married,  my  wife  and  I decided  we  wanted  to  use  Hawaiian  when 
our  children  were  born  because  no  one  was  speaking  it,"  William  Wilson 
said.  "It  was  a personal  thing  for  us.  We  were  building  the  schools  for  us 
almost,  as  well  as  for  other  people.  We  started  with  a preschool  and  now 
they  are  in  college." 

They  planted  the  seed  of  a language  revival  and  cultivated  it. 

Like  many  others,  Wilson  and  Kamana  were  frustrated  that  Hawaiian  could 
be  taught  only  as  a foreign  language,  even  though  it  was,  along  with 
English,  the  official  language  of  a state  in  which  the  linguistic 
landscape  had  been  redrawn  repeatedly  by  annexation,  immigration  and 
tourism.  It  must  compete  with  more  than  16  languages  today  to  retain  a 
foothold  in  the  island  state,  from  Japanese  and  Spanish  to  Tagalog  and 
Portuguese.  Hawaiian  ranks  only  eighth  in  its  homeland,  census  figures 
show,  trailing  Samoan  in  the  number  of  households  where  it  can  be  heard. 

It  was  not  always  so. 

Although  Hawaiian  did  not  even  acquire  an  alphabet  until  the  early  1800s 
the  islanders'  appetite  for  their  language  proved  so  insatiable  that 


missionary  presses  produced  about  150  million  pages  of  Hawaiian  text 
between  1820  and  1850.  At  least  150  Hawaiian-language  newspapers  also 
thrived . 

In  1880,  there  were  150  schools  teaching  in  Hawaiian.  A decade  later-- 
after  the  islands  were  forcibly  annexed  by  the  U.S. --there  were  none.  As 
part  of  a small  group  of  committed  language  teachers,  inspired  by 
influential  University  of  Hawaii  linguist  Larry  Kimura,  Wilson  and  and 
Kamana  vowed  to  restore  the  language  to  a central  place  among  Hawaiians. 
"This  is  the  most  exciting  thing  I can  do  for  my  people,"  Kamana  said  of 
the  foundation's  mission.  "This  is  the  core  of  Hawaiian  identity:  the 
Hawaiian  way.  The  Hawaiian  language  is  the  code  of  that  way." 
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Many  reviving  languages,  however,  face  the  new  world  of  the  21st  century 
with  a 19th  century  vocabulary. 

"A  living  language  means  you  have  to  be  able  to  talk  about  everything," 
said  Kamana.  "If  you  can't  talk  about  everything,  you  will  talk  in  English 
It  is  simple." 

The  task  of  updating  Hawaiian  falls  to  a group  called  the  Lexicon 
Committee.  Once  a year,  the  committee  issues  a bright  yellow  dictionary 
called  the  Mamaka  Kaiao,  which  defines  new  words  created  to  fill  gaps  in 
Hawaiian's  knowledge  of  the  contemporary  world,  from  a noun  for  the  space 
shuttle's  manned  maneuvering  unit--ahikao  ha  awe--to  a term  for  coherent 
laser  light:  malamalama  aukahi. 

This  year's  edition  runs  to  311  pages,  with  4,000  terms.  A is  for 
aeolele:  pogo  stick;  Z is  for  Zimababue:  a citizen  of  Zimbabwe. 

Whenever  possible,  the  new  words  relate  to  traditional  vocabulary  and 
customs.  The  Hawaiian  word  for  rap  music--Paleoleo--refers  to  warring 
factions  who  would  trade  taunts.  The  word  for  e-mail--Lika  uila--merges 
words  for  lightning  and  letter.  The  word  for  pager--  Kele'  0--echoes  the 
idea  of  calling  someone's  name. 

Like  so  many  other  aspects  of  the  Hawaiian  language  revival--from 
translating  the  state  educational  curriculum  to  organizing  an  accredited 
school  system--the  committee  has  the  authority  to  shape  the  future  of 
Hawaiian  only  because  its  linguists,  native  speakers  and  volunteers  simply 
started  doing  it. 

"It  exists;  that  is  its  authority,"  said  Wilson.  But  many  of  those  whose 
languages  are  undergoing  such  resuscitation  efforts  don't  want  to 
accommodate  the  present.  They  worry  that  grafting  new  verbs  and  nouns  will 
violate  the  sanctity  of  the  ancient  language  they  hope  will  draw  them  back 
into  a world  of  their  own. 

At  Cochiti  Pueblo,  in  New  Mexico,  where  the  Keresan  language  is  spoken, 
the  tribal  council  decided  in  1997  that  it  would  not  develop  a written 
form  of  the  language.  The  language  itself  was  a sacred  text  too  closely 
tied  to  the  pueblo's  religion  and  traditional  societies  to  be  changed  in 
any  way.  Under  the  onslaught  of  new  technology  and  new  customs,  however, 
even  the  most  well-established  languages  are  pushed  off  balance  by  the 
natural  evolution  of  words  and  grammar. 

Certainly,  the  40  intellectuals  of  the  Academie  Francaise  in  Paris  and 
the  Office  de  la  Langue  Francaise  in  Quebec  are  fiercely  resisting  the 
inroads  of  Franglais,  as  a matter  of  national  pride  and  linguistic  purity. 
But  a thousand  leaks  spring  from  the  linguistic  dikes  they  maintain  with 
such  determination,  if  not  from  the  engineering  patter  of  the  Internet, 
then  from  the  international  slang  of  sports. 

Recently,  the  prestigious  Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris  started  publishing 
its  three  most  important  scientific  journals  in  English.  Earlier  this  year 
the  Quebec  French  office  felt  obliged  to  post  an  officially  approved 
dictionary  of  French  substitutes  for  English  golf  terms. 

In  the  same  way,  many  indigenous  tribes  feel  that  their  native  tongues 
must  be  made  to  encompass  every  aspect  of  a world  that  continued  to  change 
long  after  the  language  itself  stagnated. 

The  vocabulary  of  Karuk  stopped  growing  naturally  more  than  half  a 
century  ago,  said  Nancy  Steele.  Even  the  words  for  auto  parts  stopped  with 


the  models  of  the  1930s. 

As  her  tribe  coins  words  today,  they  reflect  the  spirit  of  their 
language.  The  new  Karuk  word  for  wristwatch,  for  example,  translates  as 
"little  sun  worn  on  the  wrist." 

"If  you  do  not  allow  a language  to  be  spoken  as  a living  language," 
Steele  said,  "it  will,  in  a sense,  be  a dead  language.  You  have  to  allow 
it  to  be  alive  and  animated." 

Schools  Funded  by  Donations,  Grants 

In  eighth-grade  science  class,  Hui  Hui  Mossman's  students  are  conducting 
germination  experiments. 

Down  the  hall,  Kaleihoku  Kala'i's  math  class  wrestles  with  the 
arithmetic  of  medians  and  averages.  In  social  studies  class,  Lehua 
Veincent  taps  the  floor  with  a yardstick  for  emphasis  as  his  students 
recite  their  family  genealogies. 

And  Caroline  Fallau  is  teaching  her  13  llth-graders  English--as  a 
foreign  language. 

So  the  school  day  hits  its  stride  at  the  Nawahiokalani ' opu ' u immersion 
high  school,  where  84  teenagers,  with  only  an  occasional  adolescent  yawn, 
are  hitting  the  books. 

But  for  the  sound  of  Hawaiian  in  the  hallways,  computer  workstations  and 
classrooms,  this  could  be  any  well-funded  private  school  in  America.  The 
appearance  of  prosperity  is  deceptive. 

The  Punano  Leo  schools  are  sustained  year  to  year  by  a fragile  patchwork 
of  donations,  state  education  aid  and  federal  grants.  The  lush,  well- 
manicured  campus,  with  its  complex  of  immaculate  blue  classroom  buildings, 
itself  is  the  work  of  parent  volunteers,  aided  by  an  island  flora  in  which 
even  the  weeds  are  as  ornamental  as  orchids. 

Several  miles  away,  the  younger  children  are  arriving  at  the  public 
Keukaha  Elementary  School,  which  offers  both  English  and  Hawaiian 
immersion  classes  under  one  roof. 

Those  in  English  classes  walk  directly  to  their  homerooms,  while  the 
Hawaiian  immersion  students--almost  half  the  school- -gather  in  nine  rows 
on  the  school  steps  for  a morning  ceremony.  Chanting  in  their  native 
language,  they  formally  seek  permission  to  enter  and  affirm  their 
commitment  to  their  community. 

They  will  not  encounter  English  as  a subject  until  fifth  grade,  where  it 
will  be  taught  one  hour  a day. 

Running  an  elementary  school  with  two  languages  "is  a delicate  balance 
and  not  always  an  easy  one,"  said  Principal  Katharine  Webster.  There  is 
competition  for  resources  and  the  demand  for  immersion  classes  increases 
every  year,  while--in  a depressed  island  economy--the  education  budget 
does  not,  she  said. 

"Teaching  in  an  immersion  environment  is  not  easy  at  all,"  said  third- 
grade  teacher  Leimaile  Bontag. 

"You  spend  weekends  and  hours  after  school  to  prepare  lessons.  We  often 
need  to  translate  on  our  own,  find  the  new  vocabulary.  It  takes  hours  and 
hours."  But  it  is  a proud  complaint. 

Clearly,  the  teachers  are  sustained  by  their  love  for  Hawaiian  and  the 
community  it  has  fostered.  And  it  appears  to  be  having  a beneficial  effect 
on  the  native  Hawaiian  students,  who  traditionally  test  at  the  bottom  of 
the  educational  system  and  have  the  highest  dropout  rate. 

Given  the  difficulty  in  comparing  the  language  groups,  an  objective 
yardstick  of  student  performance  is  hard  to  come  by. 

But  one  set  of  Stanford  Achievement  Tests  taken  by  sixth-graders  at 
Keukaha  Elementary  educated  since  preschool  in  Hawaiian  suggests  that  they 
are  doing  as  well  or  better  than  their  schoolmates. 

In  tests  given  in  English,  all  of  the  Hawaiian-educated  students  scored 
average  or  above  in  math  while  only  two-thirds  of  the  students  in  all- 
English  classes  scored  as  well.  In  reading,  two-thirds  of  Hawaiian- 
educated  students  scored  average  or  above,  compared  to  half  of  the 
English-educated  students. 

Getting  an  Early  Start  on  Hawaiian 

In  the  shade  of  the  African  tulip  trees,  Kaipua'ala  Crabbe  is  leading  22 


toddlers  in  song:  a lilting  Hawaiian  translation  of  "Twinkle,  Twinkle, 

Little  Star." 

Four  other  teachers  and  two  university  students  help  the  children 
pronounce  the  Hawaiian  lyrics  at  the  Punano  Leo  immersion  preschool  in 
Hilo.  Hulilauakea  Wilson,  who  volunteers  regularly  at  the  preschool  when 
he  is  not  attending  university  classes,  helps  a little  boy  tie  his  shoes. 

The  child  climbs  onto  his  lap  and  listens  attentively,  not  yet  sure  of  the 
meaning  of  every  word  he  hears  in  school. 

"Every  child  reacts  differently,"  said  Alohalani  Housman,  who  has  been 
teaching  Hawaiian  immersion  classes  for  13  years.  "The  students  might 
listen  for  months  and  not  say  anything.  But  all  of  them  soon  become 
speakers . " 

And  so  the  seeds  of  a language  revival  are  cultivated. 

"It  is  the  language  of  this  land,"  young  Wilson  said.  "It  is  like 
growing  the  native  plants.  This  is  their  land.  We  are  the  plants  of  this 
land  too."  The  success  of  the  Hawaiian  program  raises  a larger  question  of 
longevity:  How  well  can  such  diverse  languages  coexist  and  how  much  should 
the  majority  culture  do  to  accommodate  them? 

Foundation  officials  and  parents  said  their  embrace  of  Hawaiian  is  no 
rejection  of  English.  They  are  only  insisting  on  their  right  to  be 
bilingual,  determined  to  ensure  that  Hawaiian  is  their  first  language  of 
the  heart. 

"Everybody  is  so  concerned  about  whether  they  are  going  to  learn  English 
and  whether  we  are  parenting  them  properly,"  said  Kau  Ontai,  cradling  her 
2-year-old  daughter  Kamalei  in  one  arm. 

Her  two  older  children  attend  the  Punano  Leo  preschool.  Her  husband 
teaches  the  language.  She  studied  it  in  high  school,  then  achieved  fluency 
as  a Punano  Leo  volunteer. 

Hawaiian  is  the  voice  of  their  home,  yet  the  native  language  they  speak 
marks  them  as  alien  to  many  in  their  island  homeland. 

"When  we  walk  through  a mall  in  Hawaii  speaking  Hawaiian,  people  are 
shocked,"  she  said.  "They  stop  us  and  ask:  What  about  English?  We  hear 
Chinese  being  spoken,  Japanese  spoken,  Filipino  spoken.  Nobody  ever  stops 
them  in  their  tracks  and  says  why  are  you  speaking  that? 

"For  now,  their  first  and  only  language  is  Hawaiian,"  she  said  of  her 
children . 

She  is  confident  that  they  will  learn  English  easily  enough  when  the 
time  comes. 

"But  my  husband  and  I will  never  look  into  our  children's  eyes  and  speak 
English  to  them,"  she  said.  "That  is  something  I could  never  do." 

About  This  Series 

Islands  of  distinct  languages  dot  the  Southern  California  landscape, 
shaping  our  society.  Islands  of  nerve  cells  in  the  brain  control  how  we 
speak.  The  world's  endangered  languages  are  isolated  islands  ever  in  peril 
of  being  overwhelmed.  This  series  explores  how  language  shapes  our  world 
and  the  new  discoveries  that  shape  our  understanding  of  language. 

Sunday:  Southern  California's  present  may  be  the  world's  linguistic  future: 
English  dominant,  but  coexisting  with  scores  of  other  tongues. 

Monday:  New  research  on  how  the  brain  handles  language  guides  the  surgeon's 
knife  to  save  life  and  speech. 

Today:  More  than  3,000  languages  worldwide  are  in  danger  of  disappearing, 
but  dogged  supporters  are  bringing  some  back  from  the  brink. 

Losing  California's  Languages 

Of  100  Native  American  languages  once  spoken  in  California,  50  have  been 
wiped  out  completely.  An  additional  17  have  no  fluent  speakers.  The 
remainder  are  spoken  by  only  a few  people.  The  map  shows  the  surviving 
languages,  the  areas  in  which  they  are  spoken  and  the  number  of  native 
speakers . 

Source:  "Flutes  of  Fire:  Essays  on  California  Indian  Languages,"  by  Leanne 
Hinton 

Many  Tongues 


Total  number  of  languages  worldwide:  6,528 
Language  distribution 
Asia:  31% 

Africa:  31% 

Pacific:  21% 

Americas:  15% 

Europe:  3% 

Top  10  language  families,  in  numbers  of  current  speakers 

Indo-European:  2 billion 

Sino-Tibetan:  1.04  billion 

Niger-Congo:  260  million 

Afro-Asiatic:  230  million 

Austronesian : 200  million 

Dravidian  (India):  140  million 

Japanese:  120  million 

Altaic  (Central  Asia):  90  million 

Austro-Asiatic : 60  million 

Korean:  60  million 

Top  10  states  by  percentage  of  people  who  speak  a language  other  than 
English  at  home: 

New  Mexico:  36% 

California:  32% 

Texas:  25% 

Hawaii:  25% 

New  York:  23% 

Arizona:  21% 

New  Jersey:  20% 

Florida:  17% 

Rhode  Island:  17% 

Connecticut:  15% 

ENDANGERED  VOIVES 

When  you  lose  a language,  it's  like  dropping  a bomb  on  a museum.  Kenneth 

Hale,  linguist  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 

Native  American  languages  when  Columbus  landed:  300 

Number  spoken  today:  175 

Still  spoken  in  homes  by  children:  20 

Where:  Mostly  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona 

Examples:  Navajo,  Western  Apache,  Hopi,  Zuni,  Havasupai-Hualapai 
Still  spoken  by  parents  and  elders:  30 
Where:  Montana,  Iowa,  Alaska 

Examples:  Crow  and  Cheyenne,  Mesquakie,  Jicarilla  Apache 
Spoken  only  by  elders:  70 

Where:  California,  Alaska,  Oregon,  Maine,  Washington 

Examples:  Tlingit,  Passamaquoddy,  Winnebago,  Comanche,  Yuma,  Nez  Perce, 

Kalispel,  Yakima,  Makah 

Spoken  by  fewer  than  10  elders:  55 

Where:  California,  Washington,  Iowa,  North  Dakota 

Examples:  Eyak,  Mandan,  Pawnee,  Wichita,  Omaha,  Washoe 

LANGUAGES  ON  THE  WEB 
Total  online  users:  257.5  million 
Language  use  online 
Foreign-language  use  online 
Language  Web  sites: 

The  Endangered  Language  Fund:  http://sapir.ling.yale.edu/~elf/index.html 

Ethnologue:  Languages  of  the  World:  http://www.sil.org/ethnologue 

The  Human  Languages  Page:  http://www.june29.com/HLP 

Native  American  Languages:  http://www.mcn.net/~wleman/langlinks.htm 

Teaching  Indigenuous  Languages:  http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~jar/TIL.html 

Kualono  Hawaiian  Web  Site:  http://www.olelo.hawaii.edu 

The  Aha  Punano  Leo  Home  Page:  http://www.olelo.hawaii.edu/OP/orgs/apl 

Babelfish  Web  Translator: 


http: //doc .altavista.com/help/ search/babel_tool . shtml 

Sources:  The  Cambridge  Encyclopedia  of  Language,  Global  Reach 
(www.glreach.com);  University  of  Alaska;  U.S.  Census  Bureau;  Times  staff 
Researched  by  NONA  YATES,  DOUG  SMITH  and  ROBERT  LEE  HOTZ/Los  Angeles  Times 
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Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 
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Rich  back  as  chief 

CBC  NFLD/LAB  Feb  2 2000  8:48  AM  NST 

SHESHATSHUI,  NFLD.  - 

Paul  Rich  has  been  re-elected  as  band  chief  in  Sheshatshui.  Rich 
received  342  votes.  His  nearest  rival,  Geoffrey  Pastitchi,  got  just  104 
votes.  Two  other  candidates  placed  well  back  with  less  two  dozen  votes 
each.  Six  people  were  elected  as  band  councillors.  They  are: 

Andrew  Penashue,  David  Hart,  Joseph  Ashini,  Ann  Marie  Andrew,  Theresa 
Penashue  and  Mary  Ann  Montague.  The  election  campaign  became 
controversial  when  some  candidates  were  accused  of  buying  votes  with 
alcohol . 


"RE;  Bear  River  Was  Army  Massacre"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Jan  2000  11:28:35  -0500 
From:  Pat  Morris  <wlfskr@leba . net> 

Sub j : Bear  River  Was  Army  Massacre 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

http: //www. sltrib.com/01242000/utah/20260 . htm 
Bear  River  Was  Army  Massacre 

Newly  discovered  eyewitness  account  details  slaughter  of  Shoshoni  Indians 
Monday,  January  24,  2000 

BY  CHRISTOPHER  SMITH 
SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

A forgotten  eyewitness  account  of  an  1863  military  attack  on  a 
Shoshoni  Indian  camp  has  been  brought  to  light  after  being  recovered  by 
Utah  historian  and  Salt  Lake  Tribune  reporter  Harold  Schindler  shortly 
before  his  death. 

In  the  last  article  he  wrote  before  dying  of  a heart  attack  in  December 
1998,  Schindler  detailed  the  contents  of  a heretofore-unpublished  map 
and  firsthand  description  of  the  attack  at  Bear  River.  The  story  is 
contained  in  the  new  issue  of  the  Utah  Historical  Quarterly  magazine,  the 
state  Division  of  History's  scholarly  journal. 

The  newly  rediscovered  historical  evidence  obtained  by  Schindler  from 
a California  document  collector  is  significant  in  many  respects.  Most 
important,  it  provides  the  first  empirical  proof  of  what  historians  have 
gradually  come  to  accept:  that  the  event  long  known  as  the  Bear  River 
"battle"  was  in  fact  a massacre,  with  soldiers  killing  hundreds  of  Shoshon 
men,  women  and  children  even  as  they  sought  to  surrender. 

The  newly  found  four-page  manuscript  was  written  by  a participant  in 
the  massacre,  Sgt.  William  L.  Beach  of  Company  K,  2nd  Cavalry 
Regiment,  California  Volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Patrick 
Edward  Connor.  Beach  apparently  penned  the  account  and  drew  a 
detailed  map  showing  troop  movements,  fortifications  and  the  path  of 
retreat  16  days  after  the  massacre  while  he  was  recovering  from 
frostbitten  feet  at  Camp  Douglas  in  Salt  Lake  City. 


"With  a deafening  yell  the  infuriated  Volenteers  [sic]  with  one  impulse 
made  a rush  down  the  steep  banks  into  their  very  midst  when  the  work  of 
death  commenced  in  real  earnest/'  Beach  wrote  in  describing  how  the 
battle  degenerated  into  a massacre  as  the  Army  stormed  the  Shoshoni 
camp.  "Midst  the  roar  of  guns  and  sharp  report  of  Pistols  could  be  herd 
[sic]  the  cry  for  quarters  but  their  [sic]  were  no  quarters  that  day." 

Coming  to  grips  with  a Mormon-urged  U.S.  military  operation  that 
turned  into  an  attempt  to  wipe  out  the  entire  Northwest  Band  of  Shoshoni 
Indian  tribe  has  been  a long,  painful  process  for  residents  of  Utah  and 
southern  Idaho.  On  Saturday,  the  137th  anniversary  of  the  massacre  will 
be  marked  by  the  Friends  of  the  Native  Americans  of  Northern  Utah 
with  a gathering  at  the  Franklin  County  Senior  Citizens  Center  in  Preston, 
Idaho,  at  2 p.m.,  followed  by  a visit  to  the  massacre  site  on  the  outskirts 
of  Preston  where  participants  will  gather  to  remember  those  who 
perished . 

"We've  cut  three  maple  tree  branches  from  up  in  the  mountains  we'll 
use  to  make  a tripod  where  people  canhang  flowers,  feathers  and 
remembrances  on  at  the  massacre  site,"  said  Kerry  Brinkerhoff  of 
Tremonton,  one  of  the  group's  organizers.  "We  just  want  to  let  people 
see  there  are  those  who  care  about  what  happened  there  and  don't  want 
the  truth  forgotten." 

The  story  of  what  happened  on  the  frosty  morning  of  Han.  29,  1863,  at 
a bend  in  the  Bear  River  140  miles  north  of  Salt  Lake  City  has  had  many 
versions.  A four-sided  stone  monument  that  stands  along  U.S.  91  at  the 
site  best  illustrates  the  conflict.  Plaques  on  three  faces  of  the  monument 
each  carry  different  casualty  counts,  alternately  referring  to  it  as  a 
conflict,  battle  and  massacre.  A fourth  side,  offered  to  the  Shoshoni  tribe 
for  their  own  plaque,  remains  blank. 

But  perhaps  the  most  accurate  account  of  the  clash  was  put  forward 
15  years  ago  by  renowned  University  of  Utah  emeritus  professor  of 
history  Brigham  Madsen  in  his  definitive  book.  The  Shoshoni  Frontier 
and  the  Bear  River  Massacre.  Madsen  was  the  first  recognized  historian 
to  expose  what  had  long  been  portrayed  as  a valiant  battle  by  the  U.S. 

Army  was  in  fact  an  attempt  at  genocide,  a lopsided  massacre  bent  on 
exterminating  250-400  Shoshoni  under  the  command  of  a colonel  who 
wanted  to  make  a name  for  himself. 

Some  military  historians  who  refused  to  accept  that  trained  members 
of  a regular  army  would  perpetrate  such  a slaughter  roundly  criticized 
Madsen.  But  his  research  has  held  up  to  such  challenges,  and  now,  with 
the  discovery  of  Beach's  personal  account  of  the  attack,  Madsen's 
conclusion  that  a massacre,  not  a battle,  occurred  at  Bear  River  is 
unequivocal . 

"What  I call  the  'old  military'  has  never  accepted  it  and  some  never 
will,"  said  Madsen,  who  worked  with  Schindler  to  obtain  the  document. 

"This  was  the  bloodiest  massacre  in  the  history  of  the  Old  West,  no 
doubt  about  it,  and  that's  not  something  to  be  proud  of. 

"The  other  problem  is  the  Mormon  people  at  that  time  were  very  much 
in  favor  of  the  military  doing  this,  something  that  has  always  been 
downplayed  by  whoever  runs  church  history,"  said  Madsen.  "You  just 
have  to  look  at  the  statement  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  Logan  [LDS] 

Ward  after  the  massacre  who  said,  'This  was  the  intervention  of  the 
Almighty. ' Again,  you  have  to  place  it  in  the  proper  perspective.  The  way 
people  thought  in  the  1860s  was  the  only  good  Indian  is  a dead  Indian." 

Madsen  first  learned  of  the  Beach  manuscript  in  early  1997  when  he 
was  contacted  by  lack  Irvine  of  Eureka,  Calif.,  who  had  read  an 
Associated  Press  story  about  Madsen's  career.  A year  earlier,  Irvine, 
who  collects  vintage  documents  and  photographs  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  had  discovered  the  Beach  manuscript  tucked  into  an 
envelope  at  an  estate  sale.  Thinking  it  referred  to  the  Bear  River  in 
California's  Humboldt  County,  Irvine  bought  the  document  and  filed  it 
away. 

Upon  reading  about  Madsen's  work  on  the  Bear  River  massacre, 

Irvine  recognized  the  significance  and  offered  to  trade  the  Beach 
manuscript  for  documents  of  the  variety  he  collects. 

"lack  would  not  take  money,  he  wanted  to  trade,  so  I went  to  the 


Special  Collections  people  at  the  [University  of  Utah's]  Marriott  Library 
to  see  if  they  could  find  something  he  would  be  interested  in  and  they  just 
couldn't  come  up  with  anything/'  said  Madsen.  "So  finally  I asked  Hal 
[Schindler]  to  get  involved  and  he  had  a document  that  he  was  able  to 
trade  straight  across  for  this  manuscript.  Hal  then  came  to  me  and  said, 
'Let's  write  something  on  this  together/  and  I said,  'No,  you  go  ahead 
and  do  it/  which  I'm  glad  I did  because  it  turned  out  to  be  the  last  thing 
Hal  wrote  before  he  died." 

Schindler's  interest  in  the  Bear  River  massacre  stemmed  from  his 
research  on  Orrin  Porter  Rockwell,  the  pioneer  Mormon  convert, 
gunslinger  and  accused  murderer  who  guided  Connor's  troops  to  the 
Shoshoni  encampment  near  Preston.  First  published  in  1966,  Schindler's 
Orrin  Porter  Rockwell:  Man  of  God,  Son  of  Thunder  is  the  best-selling 
University  of  Utah  Press  book  ever. 

Schindler  also  apparently  wanted  to  ensure  that  Beach's  manuscript 
became  part  of  Utah's  historical  record. 

"Sgt.  William  L.  Beach  may  have  faded  away  as  old  soldiers  do," 

Schindler  writes  with  his  trademark  flourish  in  the  new  Utah  Historical 
Quarterly  story,  "but  his  recollections  of  that  frigid  and  terrible  day  in 
1863  at  Bear  River  will  now  live  forever  in  Utah  annals." 

But  Beach's  recollections  --  reprinted  in  their  entirety  in  the  Quarterly 
--  are  a chilling  confirmation  of  one  of  the  ugliest  chapters  in  Utah 
history. 

"The  fight  lasted  four  hours  and  appeared  more  like  a frollick  [sic]  than 
a fight,"  Beach  wrote  Feb.  14,  1863.  "The  wounded  cracking  jokes  with 
the  frozen,  some  frozen  so  bad  that  they  could  not  load  their  guns  [and] 
used  them  as  clubs.  No  distinction  was  made  between  Officers  and 
Privates,  each  fought  where  he  thought  he  was  most  needed." 

Historians  who  have  researched  the  Bear  River  massacre  believe  this 
newly  recovered  primary  source  material  provides  an  important  glimpse 
into  the  attitude  of  the  soldiers. 

"They  had  signed  up  to  go  to  the  Civil  War  and  they  had  wound  up  in 
Utah,  seeing  no  action,  were  clearly  disappointed  and  the  desire  to  get 
out  and  kill  somebody  was  prevalent,"  said  National  Park  Service 
Supervisory  Archaeologist  Cathy  Spude  in  Santa  Fe,  N.M.,  who 
prepared  a detailed  study  of  the  Bear  River  Massacre  site  to  recommend 
it  for  federal  protection.  "To  call  it  a 'frolic, ' my  goodness,  when  I read 
that  sentence,  it  is  such  an  emotionally  charged  word.  That  is  going  to  be 
very  painful  to  the  Shoshoni  descendants. 

"But  to  me,  the  most  interesting  quote  in  the  manuscript  is  the  section 
about  the  officers  and  privates  fighting  side  by  side  with  no  distinction," 
said  Spude.  "That  showed  me  that  everybody  had  orders  to  keep 
shooting  and  killing  until  it  was  done.  Officers  had  no  control  or  had 
deliberately  given  up  control,  and  had  made  a choice  not  to  pull  the 
troops  back  when  it  was  clearly  a victory  and  the  Indians  were  trying  to 
surrender . " 

Beach's  account  also  puts  the  number  of  Indian  dead  at  280,  higher 
than  Madsen's  250  and  lower  than  the  368  recounted  by  some  civilian 
observers.  Even  with  the  lowest  recorded  body  count  of  240,  the  Bear 
River  massacre  is  significantly  higher  than  other  Old  West  Indian 
massacres,  such  as  Sand  Creek,  Colo,  (at  least  130  Cheyenne  killed 
Nov.  19,  1864);  Marias  River,  Mont,  (at  least  173  Piegan  Blackfeet 
killed  Ian  23,  1870)  and  Wounded,  Knee  S.D.  (at  least  146  Lakota 
Sioux  killed  Dec.  29,  1890). 

For  nearly  15  years,  tribal  members  and  residents  in  southeastern 
Idaho  and  northern  Utah  have  lobbied  for  federal  protection  of  the  Bear 
River  massacre  site,  with  the  current  proposal  making  it  a unit  of  the 
National  Park  Service.  The  land  where  the  bodies  of  slain  Indians  -- 
including  infants  whose  heads  were  clubbed  as  they  suckled  from  their 
mothers  --  were  left  unburied,  is  a hodgepodge  of  private  ownership, 
where  cattle  graze  and  mobile  homes  squat. 

"This  is  a holy,  sacred  place  to  the  descendants  of  the  Indians  who 
were  killed  there,  and  for  that  reason  alone  the  federal  government  should 
ensure  the  land  is  protected  from  development,"  said  Madsen. 

Brinkerhoff ' s organization  recently  sent  petitions  to  U.S.  Sens.  Orrin 


Hatch,  R-Utah,  Larry  Craig,  R-Idaho,  and  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell, 

R-Colo.,  urging  them  to  take  congressional  action  to  protect  the  Bear 
River  massacre  site  and  make  it  a national  historic  monument  under  the 
Park  Service. 

"As  far  as  we  can  tell,  there  has  been  no  bill  put  forth  whatsoever," 
said  Brinkerhoff.  "Originally,  the  tribal  members  wanted  the  land  back  as 
their  own  but  they  have  come  to  accept  that  the  Park  Service  will  do  the 
best  to  protect  it  and  tell  the  whole  story  about  what  happened  there." 
http://wolfseeker.com 

http: //www. insidetheweb.com/mbs . cgi/mb629759 
http: //www. sunlink.net/~wlfskr 

"RE : Peltier's  #35"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Ian  2000  03:01:48  -0600 
From:  koga  suyeta  <evb@vallnet . com> 

Subj : Peltier ' s #35 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

"Out  of  death  comes  life.  Out  of  pain  comes  hope.  This  I have  learned 
these  long  years  of  loss.  Loss,  but  never  despair.  I have  never  lost 
hope  or  an  absolute  belief  in  the  rightness  of  my  cause,  which  is  my 
People's  survival. 

"I  don't  know  how  to  save  the  world.  I don't  have  the  answers  or  The 
Answer.  I hold  no  secret  knowledge  as  to  how  to  fix  the  mistakes  of 
generations  past  and  present.  I only  know  that  without  compassion  and 
respect  for  AallA  of  Earth's  inhabitants,  none  of  us  will  survive  --  nor 
will  we  deserve  to. 

"The  future,  our  mutual  future,  the  future  of  all  the  peoples  of 
humanity,  must  be  founded  on  respect.  Let  respect  be  both  the  catchword 
and  the  watchword  of  the  new  millennium  we  are  now  all  entering  together. 
Dust  as  we  want  others  to  respect  us,  so  we  need  to  show  respect  to  others. 

"We  are  in  this  together  --  the  rich,  the  poor,  the  red,  the  white,  the 
black,  the  brown,  and  the  yellow.  We  are  all  one  family  of  humankind.  We 
share  responsibility  for  our  Mother  the  Earth  and  for  all  those  who  live 
and  breathe  upon  her. 

"I  believe  our  work  will  be  unfinished  until  not  one  human  being  is 
hungry  or  battered,  not  a single  person  is  forced  to  die  in  war,  not  one 
innocent  languishes  imprisoned,  and  no  one  is  persecuted  for  his  or  her 
beliefs . 

"I  believe  in  the  good  in  humankind.  I believe  that  the  good  can 
prevail,  but  only  with  great  effort.  And  that  effort  is  ours,  each  of 
ours,  yours  and  mine.... 

"The  struggle  is  ours  to  win  or  lose." 

--  PELTIER,  "My  Life  Is  My  Sundance" 


"Unjust  laws  exist:  shall  we  be  content  to  obey  them?  Or  shall  we 
endeavor  to  amend  them,  and  obey  them  until  we  have  succeeded?  Or  shall 
we  transgress  them  at  once?  Men  generally,  under  such  a government  as 
this,  think  that  they  ought  to  wait  until  they  have  persuaded  the  majority 
to  alter  them.  They  think  that,  if  they  should  resist,  the  remedy  would 
be  worse  than  the  evil.  But  it  is  the  fault  of  the  government  itself  that 
the  remedy  AisA  worse  than  the  evil.  AItA  makes  it  worse.  Why  does  it 
cry  and  resist  before  it  is  hurt? 

"If  law  be  of  such  a nature  that  it  requires  you  to  be  the  agent  of 
injustice  to  another,  then,  I say,  break  the  law. 

"Under  a government  which  imprisons  any  unjustly,  the  true  place  for  a 
just  man  is  also  a prison. 

"A  minority  is  powerless  while  it  conforms  to  the  majority;  it  is  not 
even  a minority  then.  But  it  is  irresistible  when  it  clogs  by  it  whole 
weight . 

"But  even  suppose  blood  should  flow.  Is  there  not  a sort  of  blood  shed 
when  the  conscience  is  wounded?  Through  this  wound  a man's  real 
immortality  flows  out,  and  he  bleeds  to  an  everlasting  death.  I see  this 


blood  flowing  now." 

--  THOREAU,  "Civil  Disobedience" 

"AIM  is  the  People.  AIM  will  raise  new  leaders  in  every  generation." 

--  Peltier,  "My  Life  Is  My  Sundance" 

<<  TRUTH  for  Anna  Mae  ~ FREEDOM  for  Peltier  ~ REMEMBER  the  Murdered  >> 
"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Abdon,  loseph  Ronald 
#247-527 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 


Baird,  George  1. 
#307-195 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  4/18/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Baker,  Blanchard  M. 
#A146-891 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/30/48 
Ancestry:  Chipawa/Hopi 


Baker,  Nicholas  Corey 
CPO  900 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  10/17/63 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Ballew,  lames 
82C0531 

135  State  St.  Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13021 
Date  of  Birth:  4/6/57 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Barnett,  Keith  Allen 

#R145-834 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  5/17/62 
Ancestry,  Cherokee 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher , 1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  01  Feb  2000  00:08:30  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - week  138 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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IT  DOESN'T  COST  MONEY. 


It  doesn't  cost  money,  as  many  suppose. 

To  have  a good  time  on  the  earth; 

The  best  of  its  pleasures  are  free  unto  those 
Who  know  how  to  value  their  worth. 

The  sweetest  of  music  the  birds  to  us  sing. 

The  loveliest  flowers  grow  wild. 

The  finest  of  drinks  gushes  out  of  the  spring  - 
All  free  to  man,  woman  and  child. 

No  money  can  purchase,  no  artist  can  paint 
Such  pictures  as  nature  supplies 

Forever,  all  over,  to  sinner  and  saint 
Who  use  to  advantage  their  eyes. 

It  doesn't  cost  money  to  have  a good  time; 

The  world's  best  enjoyments  are  free; 

But  those  who  find  pleasure  in  folly  and  crime 
Will  not  with  these  true  words  agree. 

-W.C.  DODGE. 


[Photo:  "A  STREET  IN  ZUNI"] 


The  above  picture  represents  a scene  in  the  Indian  Pueblo  of  Zuni,  New 
Mexico. 

Our  football  team,  returning  from  San  Francisco  over  the  Santa  Fe 
route,  passed  this  village  and  also  the  Laguna  Pueblo. 

The  houses  of  all  the  Pueblos  are  constructed  in  much  the  same  way, 
being  made  of  dried  mud,  called  adobe. 

They  are  comfortable  and  warm  in  winter,  while  in  summer  they  are  cool 
and  pleasant,  the  walls  being  very  thick. 

These  curious  houses  are  built  one  above  another,  not  like  a three  of 
four  story  building  in  our  cities,  each  story  of  which  is  reached  by 
winding  stair  case  or  elevator.  They  are  literally  separate  houses,  the 
upper  buildings  being  reached  by  outside  ladders. 

The  writer  has  climbed  ladders  such  as  is  seen  in  the  picture  above, 
which  led  to  the  homes  of  returned  students  whom  she  was  visiting. 

Indian  women  with  short  skirts  and  moccasined  feet,  scale  with  ease 
these  rickety  poles  united  with  rounds  loose-fitting  and  wide  between, 
while  a woman  wearing  a shoe  with  a civilized  (?)  heel,  would  endanger 
her  life  by  attempting  the  ascent  and  descent. 


During  the  visit  of  the  writer  to  Laguna  a few  years  since  one  of  our 
Carlisle  girls  fell  from  an  unsteady  ladder,  her  shoe  heel  having  caught 
in  a rickety  round.  She  was  picked  up,  carried  up  the  ladder  to  her 
forlorn  room,  and  lay  on  the  floor  for  several  days  with  a gashed  head 
and  bruised  muscles. 


A BUSINESS  INDIAN  WHO  COULD  NOT  READ  OR  WRITE. 


John  Teeple  tells  of  an  Indian  whom  he  knows,  who  carries  on  quite  a 
business  without  being  able  to  read  or  write. 

When  he  has  occasion  to  send  an  order  to  the  trading  post  for  certain 
articles  by  an  Indian  who  cannot  speak  English,  he  draws  pictures  of  the 
articles  wanted. 

This  plan  generally  answers  very  well,  but  one  time  he  was 
inconvenienced  in  a way  that  was  most  laughable. 

His  order  this  day  was  for  two  axes  and  a grindstone. 

He  drew  a picture  of  an  ax  and  placed  two  marks  by  the  side  of  it. 

That  was  understood,  but  the  grindstone  picture  he  forgot  to  make  with  a 
handle  and  the  trader  without  hesitancy  sent  him  a big,  round  cheese. 


(page  2) 
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Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Mr.  Carson,  who  subscribed  this  week  for  the  HELPER  is  agency 
blacksmith  at  Ft.  Simcoe,  Washington,  and  we  have  it  straight  that  he  is 
considered  by  all  who  know  him  to  be  not  only  a good  workman  but  a "sure 
enough"  mechanic.  Another  good  Indian  better  alive  than  dead! 


The  bachelors  club  is  decreasing  its  membership  - only  two  left  here, 

of  the  once  ten  "boys."  "Doc"  St.  Cyr,  the  staunch  bachelor  when  here, 

has  finally  come  to  the  conclusion  that  "man  is  not  complete  till  he  has 

got  a wife"  so  he  is  going  to  be  "completed"  Dan.  31st,  in  other  words 
"see  his  finish."  W. 


A very  cheery  letter  from  Mrs.  Ewbank,  tells  of  her  safe  arrival  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Michigan,  and  her  agreeable  impression  of  the  place  and 
people  she  has  met.  She  thinks  the  children  average  well  and  are  easily 
controlled.  She  had  a very  pleasant  journey  and  especially  enjoyed  the 
company  of  Mr.  John  Given,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Chicago. 


Rev.  D.D.  Neave,  of  Sydney,  Australia,  and  John  M.  Watson,  of 
Sklatook,  Indian  Territory,  were  guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Standing  on 
Thursday.  Mr.  Neave  has  been  a great  traveller,  and  addressed  the 
students  in  an  instructive  and  interesting  manner  on  Thursday  evening. 
Mr.  Watson  has  been  for  many  years  a worker  among  the  Indians  of  the 


Indian  Territory  and  met  here  with  several  pupils  who  were  formerly 
under  his  care  in  the  west. 


A boy  in  an  advanced  grade  who  has  no  more  pride  in  his  work  than  to 
attempt  to  read  before  his  class  a selection  which  he  does  not  first 
prepare,  and  which  he  can  not  read  intelligently  deserves  to  be  turned 
back  and  made  to  LEARN  to  read.  He  is  upon  a par  with  the  boy  who  does 
not  learn  to  write  rapidly,  neatly  and  well,  or  the  boy  who  can  not  sit 
erect,  or  the  boy  who  does  not  know  enought  to  go  in  when  it  rains.  We 
have  met  a few  such. 


The  Seniors  are  now  doing  nice  work  in  sepia  and  charcoal,  and 
mechanical  drawing.  But  some  even  in  this  class  think  that  brains  are 
not  necessary,  and  their  work  is  spoiled.  THINK  and  then  DO! 


Some  of  the  upper  grades  of  pupils  are  still  satisfied  with  careless 
and  indifferent  work.  This  is  always  one  indication  that  such  pupils 
will  be  a sort  of  reception  committee  to  welcome  the  new  classes  from 
below.  Are  you  a self -constituted  committee  man  in  your  grade?  Ask 
your  teacher!  See  with  what  sort  of  expression  your  teacher  receives 
your  paper!  Does  she  look  troubled?  Then  look  out!  You  will  be  left 
to  receive  the  new  classes  and  tell  them  by  your  presence  that  you  did 
not  do  your  best,  and  remained  to  hinder  them  with  your  lazy  habits 
formed  during  the  term  gone. 


"The  Native  American"  is  the  name  of  a new  little  publication  put  out 
by  the  Phoenix,  Arizona,  Indian  School,  and  it  is  neatly  printed,  full 
of  news  and  sparkling  with  bright  items.  It  is  about  the  size  of  the 
HELPER  printed  weekly  on  better  paper  than  the  HELPER  and  25  cents  a 
year.  We  see  among  the  names  of  the  printers  that  of  George  Hazlett,  who 
graduated  at  Carlisle  last  year  and  then  went  to  Hoopa  Valley  as  an 
employee . 


Mr.  Dagenett,  who  is  visiting  boys  on  farms,  came  from  Newtown,  for  a 
day,  on  business.  He  says  what  he  had  thought  before  was  poetry  in  the 
Outing  System  has  faded  away,  and  he  has  met  stern  reality,  in  the  hard, 
honest  and  manly  work  of  the  boys.  Some  have  delightful  homes,  while 
others  are  doing  bravely  in  surroundings  a trifle  severe.  The  schools 
visited  thus  far  in  the  main  are  good  and  the  Indians  are  happy  in  their 
association  at  play  and  study  with  their  pale  faced  brothers  and 
sisters . 


Mr.  Levi  St.  Cyr  for  many  years  of  our  printers  force  and  previous  to 
his  going  west  last  summer  was  chief  of  the  mailing  department,  is  to  be 
married  next  Wednesday,  so  sayeth  invitations  received  this  week.  Miss 
Annie  Frenchman  is  the  chosen  flower,  and  the  ceremony  is  to  be 
performed  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rev.  Wm.  T.  Findley,  Winnebago, 
Nebraska.  No  one  has  more  friends  at  Carlisle  than  Mr.  St.  Cyr,  who 
will  pour  out  congratulations  by  the  "bushel"  when  the  good  news  is 
learned . 


One  of  the  last  and  hardest  lessons  young  people  have  to  learn  is  that 
"the  earth  and  all  that  is  therein"  is  not  for  them  alone,  nor  they  for 
themselves  but  that  they  owe  something  to  those  about  them.  The  boy  or 
girl  who  thoughtlessly  takes  all  advantages  and  opportunities  for  his 
improvement  and  yields  nothing,  nor  gives  anything  of  time  or  talent  to 
help  the  moral  and  spiritual  life  of  his  institution,  has  few  elements 
in  his  nature  that  will  make  him  a desirable  worker  or  citizen 
anywhere.  Are  Carlisle  pupils  thoughtful  enough  of  what  they  owe  of 
time  and  effort  to  the  fellow  students  and  to  their  institution?  Are 
they  cultivating  this  spirit  of  altruism  in  school  life  that  will  enable 
them  to  be  the  future  guardians  of  the  city,  the  State  and  the  nation? 


(P  3) 

The  new  band  picture  is  a good  one. 


The  choir  will  hereafter  sit  upon  the  platform. 

The  tailors  are  at  work  upon  the  graduating  suits. 

The  class  in  masonry  and  plastering  keep  up  their  regular  lessons. 

How  many  of  our  students  have  ever  tried  the  telephone? 

To  know  how  to  make  "fudge/'  inquire  of  Master  Dohn  Bakeless. 

Who  is  that  Senior  that  couldn't  find  the  10th  Chapter  of  Romans  last 
Sunday  night? 

The  blasting  of  rocks  on  the  south  side  of  the  athletic  field  causes 
many  a startle. 

Arnold  Smith  received  a dunking  Wednesday,  for  skating  where  the  ice 
was  too  thin. 

The  Band  is  planning  for  a big  tour  throughout  the  middle  west 
starting  about  the  first  of  March. 

"In  Neptune's  Realm,"  by  Mr.  Hinton  White,  last  Saturday  night,  was 
fine  stereopticon  lecture. 

The  tin-shop  boys  have  been  kept  busy  lately  on  buckets,  dust-pans  and 
other  necessary  work  for  the  school. 

What  is  altruism?  Look  it  up  and  then  read  the  item  thoughtfully  - 
"one  of  the  last  and  hardest  lessons,  etc." 

The  carpenters  have  recently  made  three  very  nice  desks  for  teachers' 
use  in  the  school  room.  They  are  of  quartered  oak. 

The  French  History  talks  for  the  week  have  been  upon  Napoleon's  early 
career,  given  by  Mr.  Taylor.  Good  and  to  the  point! 

The  members  of  the  English  History  Club  are  making  a brief  study  of 
Macbeth,  before  they  continue  the  study  of  Feudal  England. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  went  to  Steelton  on  Tuesday  afternoon  to  help 
celebrate  the  birthday  anniversary  of  their  son  Mason  Pratt. 

A handsome  new  wagon  with  leather  cushions  made  by  our  blacksmith  and 
wagon  making  force  will  be  shipped  today  to  Ft.  Sill,  Oklahoma. 

The  Red  Man  subscription  list  is  taking  a boom.  Subscribe  and  get  it 
regularly!  Subscribers  are  first  served  on  mailing  days,  and  get  the 
best  prints. 

Superintendent  Allen  of  the  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  Indian  School  was 
among  the  Sunday  visitors,  and  addressed  the  school  in  a very 
interesting  manner. 

Mrs.  Livingston  who  has  been  giving  lessons  to  a few  of  the  advanced 
girls  and  others  in  her  own  system  of  dress  cutting,  has  left.  She  has 
a class  in  Washington,  D.C. 

It  is  quite  the  popular  thing  for  teachers  to  take  their  classes 
through  the  shops.  The  type  louse  and  pi  appear  to  be  the  most 
interesting  side  issues  in  the  printing  office. 

Albert  Weber  goes  on  great  bear  hunts,  and  it  is  astonishing  how  he 
brings  in  the  game  consisting  of  a few  mossy  sticks,  about  the  capture 
of  which  he  relates  wonderful  tales! 

Miss  Estelle  Reel,  Superintendent  of  Indian  schools  of  the  United 
States  is  with  us.  At  the  noon  hour  on  Tuesday,  the  Band  played  her  a 
little  serenade,  which  she  appreciated. 

Dr.  Eastman  is  up  and  around  almost  as  usual,  although  he  is  still 
somewhat  weak  after  his  very  serious  illness,  and  will  need  to  take  good 
care  of  himself  for  some  time  to  come. 

Thomas  Saul  who  arrived  with  Dr.  Eastman  from  Daktoa  a few  weeks 
since,  has  entered  the  printing  office.  Thomas  has  had  some  experience 
at  the  case  and  press  and  will  no  doubt  prove  valuable  aid. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  led  last  Sunday  night's  prayer  meeting  and  gave  some  very 
touching  illustrations  on  the  subject,  "Send  me."  A new  feature  was 
here  introduced  - concert  bible  reading,  which  is  helpful  to  all  in  more 
than  one  way. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Standing,  Chief  clerk  Beitzel,  Assistant 
Clerk,  Frank  Hudson,  and  Storekeeper  Kensler  have  been  busy  lately  over 
the  annual  estimate  for  our  school.  To  estimate  a year  ahead  for  what 
1000  people  will  need  requires  large  experience  and  considerable  skill. 

Who  ever  heard  of  persons  invited  to  attend  a little  party  so  rude  as 
not  to  reply  with  regrets  if  they  could  not  go?  This  is  the  height  of 
impoliteness,  and  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  wonders  whether  or  not  some 
of  the  Indian  girls  know  it.  Invited?  Can't  go?  Then  say  so  by  a 


polite  note. 

Miss  Hulme,  for  nearly  six  years  chief  of  our  sewing  department  has 
resigned.  She  left  for  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday.  Miss  Hulme  is 
planning  for  a European  tour  this  summer  with  a friend.  Mrs.  Bertha 
Canfield  has  been  transferred  from  the  Indian  school  at  Phoenix, 

Arizona,  to  take  her  place. 

It  is  reported  that  those  appointed  to  visit  the  societies  last  Friday 
night  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance  it  being  the  only  time  since  the 
rule  began  that  failure  has  been  reported  without  reasonable  excuse  or 
without  furnishing  a supply.  This  evening  Messrs.  Snyder  and  Hudson 
will  visit  the  Invincibles,  Messrs.  Wheelock  and  Simon  the  Standards, 
Misses  Mclntire  and  Newcomer  the  Susans. 

The  most  dangerous  thing  our  boys  do  is  to  go  from  the  warm  school 
room  or  shop  without  buttoning  the  coat.  Have  you  a vest  on?  Then  it 
does  not  matter  so  much,  but  a thin  shirt  front  even  though  it  does  look 
nice  is  not  enough  protection  for  the  chest.  Some  make  the  excuse  that 
the  coat  is  too  tight.  Make  that  fact  known  at  head  quarters  and  your 
coat  will  be  changed  for  one  large  enough.  Do  not  run  health  risks! 

A call  at  the  hospital  revealed  the  good  news  that  out  of  the  1021 
pupils  on  our  roll  only  four  are  in  the  hospital  - a condition  of  health 
unprecedented  in  our  school  history.  In  addition  to  these  there  are 
three  boys  quarantined  in  a comfortable  house  at  a remote  corner  of  the 
farm  with  a very  mild  type  of  varioloid.  The  boys  are  having  a good 
time  they  claim,  cooking  for  themselves  and  playing.  They  would  not 
mind  having  such  a sickness  all  winter,  they  say.  How  did  they  get  it? 
The  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  West  are  full  of  small  pox,  so  it  is 
reported.  A runaway  boy  who  was  brought  back  to  the  school  was  the 
first  to  come  down  with  it,  and  he  was  noticed  before  he  came  down.  We 
are  safer  here  than  almost  any  place  in  the  state  or  country,  for  we 
have  a systematic  watch,  and  a suspicious  pimple  is  at  once  spotted. 


(page  4) 

OUR  VISITORS 


The  Carlisle  football  team  visted  Haskell  on  their  way  home  from  their 
three  weeks  visit  in  the  west.  They  arrived  here  Saturday  morning.  As 
they  had  forgotten  to  turn  their  watches  forward  they  arrived  in 
Lawrecnce  an  hour  earlier  than  they  expected  to  and  many  of  them  were 
still  slumbering. 

A program  in  the  Chapel,  consisted  of  music  by  the  band,  the  girls' 
chorus,  glee  club  and  Miss  Robbins;  also  short  addresses.  Superintendent 
Peairs  spoke  briefly  telling  of  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  and  all  at 
Haskell  to  welcome  the  successful  team  from  the  oldest  Indian  School  in 
the  United  States,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  it  would  not  be  the  last 
visit  here. 

Mr.  Peterson,  the  newly  elected  manager  of  the  Haskell  team,  extended 
assurance  of  the  pleasure  felt  in  entertaining  the  representatives  from 
Carlisle . 

Mr.  Thomspon,  manager  of  the  Carlisle  football  team,  was  thankful  for 
the  warm  welcome  received  and  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  visit  Haskell. 
He  spoke  of  the  Christmas  present  they  had  received  in  the  form  of  a 
well-earned  victory  and  the  different  schools  visited. 

Dr.  Montezuma  gave  a short  account  of  his  capture  when  a tiny  boy  and 
told  some  amusing  anecdotes  of  his  ideas  about  the  white  people,  his 
fear  of  them  and  of  his  first  experience  with  a mirror;  he  also  spoke  of 
his  struggle  for  an  education  and  told  the  boys  and  girls  how  much 
greater  their  opportunities  are  than  his;  they  should  make  the  best  of 
them  - WORK,  that  was  the  most  necessary  thing  for  them  to  learn.  Dr. 
Montezuma's  talk  was  enthusiastically  received. 

Mr.  Rogers  had  many  words  of  praise  for  Haskell;  was  delighted  to  be 
there  and  sorry  that  the  stay  must  be  so  short. 

Supervisor  Wright  began  by  saying,  "Carlisle  and  Haskell,"  then  paused 
and  was  of  course  applauded.  He  went  on,  "Carlisle  and  Haskell,  the  two 
best  schools  in  the  Indian  service;  the  two  best  schools  in  the  United 
States."  This  brought  still  greater  applause. 


He  then  said  "Today  I saw  the  best  thing  at  Carlisle  and  the  best 
thing  at  Haskell  meet  - the  Carlisle  football  team  and  the  cooking  class 
of  Haskell  Institute."  Good  cooking  he  considers  a great  factor  in  the 
civilization  of  all  races,  white,  red  or  black. 

Mr.  Wright  wished  to  impress  upon  the  girls  and  boys  further  the 
thought  expressed  by  Dr.  Montezuma  - the  importance  of  work.  They  must 
learn  to  work  if  they  would  succeed.  * * * What  one  needs,  what  one  must 
have  are  "sense  and  sand."  The  Carlisle  football  players  have  more  than 
muscle  or  they  would  not  so  often  be  victorious;  they  have  brains  as 
well  as  muscle.  Both  must  be  cultivated.  - [Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence 
Kansas,  Leader. 


AN  OLD  WARRIOR'S  BUSINESS  ABILITY. 


Whether  the  following  incident  be  true  of  Geronimo,  the  famous  Apache 
chief,  or  not,  the  transaction  as  told  by  an  exchange  is  a very  natural 
picture  of  a chief  making  a bargain  and  different  from  many  reports' 
stories,  this  may  actually  have  happened. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Burbank,  the  painter,  last  Summer  interviewed 
Geronimo  and  secured  his  permission  to  sit  for  a portrait. 

"How  much  will  I get?"  asked  the  chief. 

"How  much  do  you  want?"  was  the  reply. 

"Well  you  will  sell  my  picture  for  about  $5.  I want  "2.50." 

The  price  was  satisfactory  to  both  parties,  but  Geronimo' s face  was 
not  painted  for  war,  and  the  artist  wanted  to  have  it  so  decorated. 

"Yes,  for  another  dollar,"  said  the  famous  Apache. 

The  extra  price  was  paid. 

As  a result  of  this  bargain  and  of  Mr.  Burbank's  skill  he  got  two 
valuable  paintings  of  Geronimo,  a profile  and  a full-face  picture. 


SELF-RESPECT. 


Self-respect  is  self -restraining. 

We  are  often  held  back  from  unworthy  acts  by  the  knowledge  that  their 
commission  would  make  us  despise  ourselves. 

One  of  the  severest,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  inevitable  penalties  for 
any  sin,  is  loss  of  self-respect. 

The  scorn  of  society,  and  the  mailed  hand  of  the  law,  cannot  be  felt 
as  grievously  as  the  shame  of  an  accusing  conscience. 

Whosoever  does  wrong  creates  within  his  own  breast  a pursuing  and 
avenging  minister  of  justice. - [Foward. 


It  is  better  to  have  little  talent  and  a noble  purpose,  than  much 
talent  and  no  purpose. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  14  letters. 

My  7,  13,  9,  3 is  to  be  certain  of  a thing. 

My  14,  8,  4,  10  is  a guide. 

My  2,  6,  1 a batter  likes  to  do  to  his  ball. 

My  11,  12,  5 is  a farm  instrument. 

My  whole  is  what  will  make  any  Indian  boy  great  if  he  uses  it  right. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Get  up. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

- — "RE:  Cultural  Survival"  


Date:  Sun,  22  Aug  1999  05:54:37  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 
Sub j : Cultural  survival 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Cultural  survival  for  all  indigenous  peoples  is  at  a place  where  it 
is  very  difficult  to  continue.  In  the  way  of  speaking  for  myself  it  is 
trying  to  balance  the  best  of  two  worlds,  the  one  of  home,  the 
indiginous  one,  otherwise  the  Indian  home  and  that  of  the  greater 
society  here  in  America.  It  is  dancing  in  more  than  one  world  and  after 
a time  it  gets  tiring.  On  occasion  I find  I have  to  say  a few  words  to 
defend  myself,  my  race,  my  culture  and  my  tribe.  I am  a sorry  spokesman 
for  them  and  native  peoples,  but  what  I do  know  is  that  language,  way 
of  life,  economic  conditions  and  mtv  all  play  a part  in  this  slow 
decimation  of  my  way  of  life.  I do  not  life  like  my  grandfathers  and 
hopefully  try  to  continue  the  thoughts,  language,  stories  and  way  of 
life.  I heard  one  lawyer  in  federal  court  on  an  Indian  Water  Rights 
case  say  after  tribal  leaders  voiced  concern  over  their  loss  of  water 
rights  for  storage  that  it  is  just  one  area  where  natives  face  loss  in 
forests,  fishing  rights,  adopton  anc  custody  matters,  water  rights, 
land  and  cultural  resources.  She  said.  It  is  like  standing  on  a block 
of  cheese  with  rats  running  around  and  around  taking  a little  bit  here 
and  there  while  you  are  trying  to  fend  them  off.  It  will  continue  until 
there  is  nothing  left. 

I thought  about  that  and  realized  that  what  troubles  me  is  that 
sometimes  I can  see  myself  running  along  side  those  rats  doing  the  same 
thing.  I look  for  the  enemy  and  sometimes  it  is  me. 

There  is  an  exhibit  at  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts  museum 
and  art  gallery  in  Santa  Fe.  I was  struck  by  the  artist  who  depicted  a 
cruxifiction  of  native  values,  way  of  life  and  people.  In  it  was  a 
representation  of  what  is  worshiped  and  in  the  middle  of  this  were  some 
$100  bills  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  art  work.  The  thought  really  hit 
home,  because  my  first  thought  was  who  would  waste  such  an  amount  of 
money  this  way,  and  it  came  to  me  that  money  is  so  fundamentally 
necessary  that  we  place  great  value  in  it  to  the  exclusion  of  all  else. 

It  gave  me  pause  for  thought  that  in  a way  I had  made  it  an  "alien 
god".  I stood  back  for  a little  bit  and  watched  the  reaction  of  others 
to  the  art  work  and  they  voiced  the  same  thoughts  I had.  It  was  a study 
in  acculturation,  assimiliation,  values  thinking  and  placing  your  own 
personal  goals  and  aspirations  in  front  of  you  and  you  had  to  choose 
what  is  important.  I had  to  sit  back  and  rethink  some  things  about 
myself. 

In  some  ways  the  battle  ground  is  inside  each  of  us  and  where  we  stand 
and  then  to  remind  ourselves  what  is  important  to  us  as  individuals,  as 
family,  a group  and  then  as  Navajo  People.  I would  like  to  see  us 
continue  and  after  looking  at  the  Pueblos  in  the  area,  they  have  had  to 
close  their  communities  after  5PM  to  visitors  and  also  their  ceremonies 
are  now  closed  on  a wide  scale,  yet  they  have  rubbed  elbows  with 
outsiders  for  300  years.  I would  hope  that  we  would  so  lucky  as  they  to 
have  such  close  contact  and  maintain  ourselves  as  a people  300  years 
from  now.... I don't  know,  but  these  are  my  thoughts  in  this  matter.. 

"RE : Poem:  Broken  Clouds"  

Date:  21  Aug  1995  20:57:40  -0500 

From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Fleart) 

Sub j : Broken  Clouds 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

swinging  down  the  sticks 
through  the  cloudy-skied  light 
drumming  worked  the  circle  standing  there 
passing  far  away 

it  was  drumming  rolling  even  far  away 

passing  those  standing  up  front 

straight  over  their  heads  it  went  like  singing 


there  were  those  who  could  hear  this 
but  they  were  far  away 

standing  up  front  they  could  not  forget  their  eyes 

so  those  who  were  there 

were  not  far  away 

that  is  how  it  could  be 

the  heart  feels  its  skin  far  away 

Tobacco  Indian 

(c)Copyright  1995,AICAP 

Turtle  Heart.  Ahnishinabeg  Artist,  turtle@aicap.s21.com 
http://www.mit.edu : 8001/ activities/ aises/ aicap/archive/ aicap.html 
American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  (AICAP)  619-374-2208 
PO  Box  111,  Johannesburg  California  93528-0111 
Land  of  Kaw-ii-Su  Ancestor.  Land  of  Light. 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Feb  2000  06:20:58  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  13-19 

PEPELUALI 

February 

Kaulua 

13 

Mano,  the  shark  god,  guides  me  to  a safe  harbor. 

14 

Abundant  are  the  fruits  of  this  land. 

15 

If  you  would  find  the  perfect  place  of  your  dreams,  moe'uhane,  ... 
look  within. 

16 

In  our  children  lie  the  blessings  of  our  heritage. 

17 

When  entering  the  secret  valley,  knock  three  times,  . . . and  see  who 
answers ! 

18 

My  hopes  are  cast,  like  stars,  upon  the  sky. 

19 

I am  a keiki  o ka  'aina,  a true  child  of  the  land! 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  4 February  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Feb  12 

Gathering  of  the  People 

Rainsville,  AL 

Sat  10:00am  - 10:00pm 

Grand  Entry  12:00pm  & 6:30pm 

Potluck  Dinner  4:30pm  - 6:00pm 


Tom  Bevill  Center,  Hiway  35  off  Hiway  75,  Rainsville  AL 
Host  Drum:  Eagle  Nation,  Nashville,  TN 

Info:  Nick  Blackbear  256-657-4640  or  Wanda  Lewis  Soliday  256-776-5410 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  09  3an  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Wed,  19  Han  2000  10:03:19  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 

Sub j : (FWD) REMINDER : Sovereignty  2000  Conference  Deadline  for 
Proposals  is  2/1/00....  (fwd) 

**  PLEASE  RE-CIRCULATE** 

♦♦CONFERENCE  PROPOSALS  DUE  2/1/00** 

UCSC's  Native  American  Studies  Research  Cluster  Presents 
SOVEREIGNTY  2000:  Locations  Of  Contestation  And  Possibility 
Friday,  May  19  and  Saturday,  May  20,  2000 
University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 
1156  High  Street,  Santa  Cruz  CA  95064 

This  conference  will  address  recent  attacks  against  indigenous 
sovereignty  struggles  in  the  Americas  and  the  Pacific,  including  those 
against  California  Indian  tribes  in  the  overturning  of  Proposition  5 
(re:  gaming),  UN  developments,  US  Supreme  Court  decisions,  property  rights 
repatriation,  gender  equity,  and  the  media.  The  intent  of  the  conference 
is  to  provide  participants  with  the  understanding  of  not  only  the  history 
of  sovereignty  struggles  but  a forum  for  developing  strategies  to  face  the 
current  terrain  of  political  and  cultural  debate  about  sovereignty  issues. 

Friday,  May  19  includes  a series  of  critical  discussions  by  key  scholars 
tribal  leaders,  and  activists,  including:  Dore  Bietz  (California  Indian 
Land's  Office);  Hack  Forbes  (Lenape/Powhatan;  Professor  Emeritus,  Native 
American  Studies,  UC  Davis);  Debra  Harry  (Northern  Paiute;  Co-founder, 
Indigenous  Coalition  Against  Biopiracy);  Ines  Hernandez-Avila  (Nez 
Perce/Chicana;  Professor,  Native  American  Studies,  UC  Davis);  Marc  Macarro 
(Pechanga  Band  of  Luisano  Tribal  Chairman);  Malinda  Maynor  (Lumbee; 
Filmmaker);  Glenn  T.  Morris  (Shawnee;  Lawyer,  UC  Denver)  [tentative]; 
Mililani  Trask  (Native  Hawaiian;  Trustee,  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs); 


Hulleah  D.  Tsinhnah jinnie  (Dine/Seminole/Muscogee;  Photographer/Writer) ; 
Stefano  Varese  (Director  of  the  Indigenous  Research  Center  of  the  Americas 
and  Professor  of  Native  American  Studies,  UC  Davis);  Alfreda  Mitre  (Las 
Vegas  Paiute;  former  Tribal  Chairwoman  of  the  Las  Vegas  Paiute  Tribe; 
current  UCSC  student  support  staff  with  the  Educational  Opportunity 
Office)  will  serve  as  MC. 

Saturday,  May  20  will  include  a series  of  roundtable  and  panel  discussions 
with  a closing  keynote  address  (speaker  TBA) . Proposals  for  roundtable  and 
panel  presentations  --  both  group  and  individual  --  will  be  accepted 
through  February  1,  2000;  notifications  of  acceptance  and  final  conference 
programs  will  be  announced/published  March  1,  2000. 

Guidelines  for  Conference  Proposals:  Proposals  should  be  no  longer  than 
one  page  and  include  the  following  information:  your  name,  tribal/national 
affiliation,  mailing  address,  phone  number/FAX/email,  presentation  title, 
and  AV  requirements.  You  can  email  the  proposal  to:  jmb0101@aol.com  or  send 
a hard  copy  to: 
loanne  Marie  Barker 
SOVEREIGNTY  2000 

c/o  Flistory  of  Consciousness  Department 
University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 
Santa  Cruz,  California  95064 

Indigenous  organizations,  NGOs,  and  nations  are  invited  to  host  information 
tables.  Advanced  notice  required  to  ensure  space. 

Sponsors  to  date  include:  UCSC's  Center  for  Cultural  Studies,  Sociology 
Department,  Stevenson  College,  American  Studies  Department,  Art  Department, 
the  Student  Alliance  of  Native  American  Indians,  and  the  Educational 
Opportunity  Office.  If  you  would  like  to  be  a sponsor,  please  contact  Katy 
Elliot  at  the  Center  for  Cultural  Studies  at  cult@hum.ucsc.edu. 

For  any  additional  information  about  the  conference  or  to  receive  copies 
of  the  final  program  (available  after  March  1,  2000),  contact:  loanne  Marie 
Barker  (Lenape)  at  (831)  429-8208  [home];  (831)  459-3733  [fax];  or  at 
jmb0101@aol.com.  Check  out  the  conference  web  site  at: 
http: //www2 . ucsc . edu/people/jmbarker/Index. htm 


Date:  Mon,  24  Ian  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Delaney,  Cherokee 
Host  Drum:  TBA 

Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans. 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 


For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 


Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Flope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Ha  j j Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist : lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) : 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 
From:  Wanige@aol.com 


Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 


Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Jo  Anne  Steele;  MC:  JoJo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

JULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 


ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


From:  Montana's  Travel  Guide 
March 

1999  MSU-Billings  Annual  Inter-Tribal  PowWow 
3/19/99-3/20/99 
Billings,  Montana 
406-657-2561 
April 

Indian  Powwow-  MSU  Indian  Club 
4/2/99-4/3/99 
Bozeman,  Montana 
406-782-0461 

May 

Buffalo  Feast  & Powwow 
5/14/99-5/16/99 
St.  Ignatius,  MT 
406-745-2951 
Flathead  Reservation 

Great  Falls  Powwow 
5/28/99 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
406-761-3165 
Dune 

Red  Bottom  Celebration 

6/17/99-6/20/99 

Frazer,  Montana 

406-768-5557 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Badlands  Celebration 

6/25/99-6/27/99 

Brockton,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 


Little  Bighorn  Days 
6/23/99-6/28/99 
Hardin,  Montana 
406-665-1672 
Crow  Reservation 

101st  Annual  Arlee  Celebration 
6/30/99-7/4/99 
Arlee,  Montana 
406-745-4984 
Flathead  Reservation 
Duly 

Valley  of  the  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and  Rodeo 

7/1/99-7/5/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  River  Days 

7/3/99-7/5/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-448-2570 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

North  American  Indian  Days 
7/8/99-7/11/99 

Blackfeet  Tribal  Fairgrounds 
Browning,  Montana 
406-338-7179 
Blackfeet  Reservation 

Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow 
7/16/99-7/18/99 
Elmo,  Montana 
406-675-0160 
Flathead  Reservation 

Milk  River  Indian  Days 

7/22/99-7/25/99 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 

406-353-2901 

Fort  Belknap  Reservation 

Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 

7/23/99-7/25/99 

Hamilton,  Montana 

406-961-4705 

Flathead  Reservation 

Standing  Bear  Celebration 
7/24/99-7/26/99 
Poplar,  Montana 
406-768-3506 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
August 

Rocky  Boy's  Annual  Pow  Wow 
8/6/99-8/8/99 

Rocky  Boy's  Agency,  Montana 

406-265-4282 

Rocky  Boy's  Reservation 

Wadopana  Celebration 

8/6/99-8/8/99 

Wolf  Point,  Montana 


406-768-5131 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 


121st  Commemoration  of  the  Big  Hole 
8/9/99 

Wisdom,  Montana 
406-689-3155 

Crow  Fair  Powwow  & Rodeo 

8/20/99-8/22/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration 
8/26/99-8/29/99 
Fort  Kipp,  Montana 
406-768-5155 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
September 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Day  of  Honor 
9/4/99 

Pryor,  Montana 
406-252-1289 
Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  Indian  Days 

9/4/99-9/6/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield  Pipe  Ceremony 
9/13/99 

Laurel,  Montana 
406-628-8105 

North  American  Indian  Alliance  Pow  Wow 

9/17/99-9/18/99 

Butte,  Montana 

406-782-0461 

Native  American  Awareness  Week 

9/20/99-9/24/99 

Pablo,  Montana 

406-675-0160 

Flathead  Reservation 

Last  Chance  Community  Pow-Wow 
9/24/99-9/26/99 
Helena,  Montana 
406-442-9267 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 


Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 
Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Tue,  11  3an  2000  22:27:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Winter  2000  Pow  Wow  list 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 
>Southeast< 

Note  I:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have 
their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify 
dates ! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well.  In 
addition:  Due  to  a lack  of  time,  and  difficulty  involved  in  maintaining  such 
a broad-based  list,  I will  no  longer  actively  seek  to  obtain  listings  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  I will  occasionally 
continue  to  list  events  from  these  states  (and  others)  when  convenience 
allows . 

ru  rw  ^ ru  \J  /V 

Key  to  abbreviations:  FID  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Now,  through  May:  Cotton  Blossom  Classroom  Cruises,  on  the  Cotton  Blossom 
Riverboat,  departing  from  the  docks  at  the  Mobile  Convention  Center,  Mobile. 
One  hour  and  one  & 1/2  hour  educational  cruises,  featuring  lectures  on 
ecology,  archaeology  and  history.  Hours  TBA.  Admission  charged.  Contact: 

Terri  Gresham  (334)  438-3060. 

Now,  through  Dune  26:  High  Stakes  Indian  Bingo,  at  the  Creek  Bingo  Palace  on 
the  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Reservation,  Atmore.  Each  Saturday  & Sunday  at 
1:00pm,  and  Mondays  at  5:00pm.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (800)  826-9121. 

Note:  For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau  of 
Tourism  and  Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA,  or  visit  online  at  www.touralabama.org.  For  pow  wow  listings 
and  information  on  Alabama's  state-recognized  Indian  tribes,  contact:  Alabama 
Indian  Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104 
or  call  (334)  242-2831. 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 

Feb.  11-20:  Second  Annual  Brooksville  Pow  Wow  & Mountain  Man  Rendezvous, 
Mondon  Hill  Road  (off  Route  41  & Rte.  50),  Brooksville.  Sponsored  by  Ken 
Platt  & S.A.  Williams  Corp.  Daily  events  will  include: 

skillet/tomahawk/knife/horseshoe  throwing;  rock  chunking;  cider  drinking; 
blackpowder  rifle/pistol  & blowgun  shooting;  sack  & egg  races;  hoop  running, 
and  more.  Dress  for  all  traders  is  pre-1750.  Trader  fee  is  $75.00  for  the 
full  10  days.  Flag  raising  daily  at  7am;  traders  open  9am  - 9pm.  AD:  Jamie 
Nemeth.  ST:  Lady  Hawk;  FP:  Spirit  Warrior  & Dave  McCullen;  there  will  be  an 
open  drum  daily;  due  to  length  of  event,  HM  & HL  will  be  selected  daily  from 
participants.  There  will  be  Native  American  music,  arts  & crafts,  flint 
knapping,  cooking,  tanning,  weaving,  woodworking,  beading,  spear  & archery 
demonstrations,  and  more.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults;  $1.00  - students  & 
seniors  (over  65).  Info:  Billy  Rainwater  (352)  797-0324  or  Ken  Platt  (352) 
796-2335  or  Jamie  Nemeth  (352)  821-0256,  or  e-mail:  SpiritHawkTradrs@aol . com 

Feb.  18-19:  Seminole  Tribal  Festival  & PRCA  Rodeo,  on  the  Brighton 
Reservation,  US  441  & Sterling  Road,  Hollywood.  Admission:  $10.00  - adults; 
$5.00  - students.  No  outside  food  vendors.  Booth  fee:  $350.00.  Native  trader 
only,  tribal  ID  required.  Exhibition  dancing/no  competition.  Deep  water 
alligator  wrestling  & snake  show.  Seminole  Indian  food,  golf  tournament, 
bowling  tournament.  Info:  (954)  967-3434  or  (800)  683-7800,  ext.  1305. 

Feb.  18-20:  St.  Augustine  American  Indian  Festival,  on  the  Festival  Field, 
St.  Augustine.  Info:  Frank  Moore  (813)  654-9158  or  (904)  756-7900. 

Feb.  25-27:  Vero  Beach  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Indian  River  County  Fairgrounds, 
58th  Ave.,  near  Kiwanis-Hobart  Park,  Vero  Beach.  Info:  (561)  778-8128  or 
(561)  567-1995  after  6pm. 


GEORGIA 

No  current  listings. 


KENTUCKY 

No  current  listings. 


LOUISIANA 

Mar.  10-12:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Bogalusa  Sports  Complex, 
Avenue  B,  Bogalusa.  Hosted  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society.  HM: 
Spirit  Horse;  HL:  Frances  Dohnson;  H.  Little  Boy:  Trent  Dardar;  H.  Little 
Girl:  Paige  Chaisson;  HD:  Caney  Creek  Singers.  All  drums,  dancers,  staffs  & 
princesses  welcome.  Info:  Michelle  (504)  732-3484/fax:  735-8744  or  Frances 
(225)  675-6184,  or  e-mail:  okanowa@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Johnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Mar.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 
Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Feb.  19:  American  Indian  Center  of  St.  Louis  Pow  Wow,  at  Grants  Shelter, 


inside  Jefferson  Barracks  Park,  St.  Louis.  Info:  (314)  773-3316/fax: 
773-3160,  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  James  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TENNESSEE 
No  current  listings. 


VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Jordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7009,  or  e-mail:  Jrouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


TEXAS 


Feb.  19-20:  United  San  Antonio  Pow  Wow,  San  Antonio.  Info:  (210)  736-3702. 


Man.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


VIRGINIA 

No  current  listings. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


ELSEWHERE 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 

Note:  updates  will  be  posted  as  more  information  becomes  available.  Spring 
listings  (for  March-April-May)  have  already  been  released,  and  are  being 
updated  with  new  information  as  it  becomes  available.  Updates  of  some  of  the 
Florida  events  in  this  issue  were  courtesy  of  Jimmy  Boy  Dial.  Wado,  oginali. 

Note  II:  after  January  27th,  I may  not  be  reached  at  wanige@aol.com;  so  send 
further  correspondence  to  me  at  sablesage@webtv.net.  Thanks. 

- — "RE:  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  09:47:54  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Topics  for  NAC  (Feb  7 - 11,  2000) 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl . edu>  02/07/00  09:37AM  >>> 

Native  America  Calling  PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Feb  7 - Feb  11,  2000 
Listen  LIVE  online  M-F  l-2pm  EST  at  www.nativecalling.org 
You  can  call  in  too  at  1-800-99-NATIV  (1-800-996-2848)  and  share  your 
perspective  on  these  topics 

MON  - 2/7:  Current  Events: 

On  this  current  events  we  hear  about  a proposal  to  cede  the  Southwest 
territories  back  to  Mexico  and  the  Indigenous  peoples.  We'll  also  visit 
with  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  get  an  update  on  the 
recent  visit  between  Canada's  Assembly  of  First  Nations  President  Phil 
Fontaine  and  Leonard  Peltier.  And  of  course,  we'll  be  opening  the  phone 
lines  to  hear  what's  happening  in  your  community. 

TUE  - 2/8:  Combating  White  Supremacy: 

White  supremacy  and  hate  groups  abound  in  rural  America,  especially  in 
areas  that  border  native  reservations . On  this  edition  of  Native  America 
Calling  we  will  talk  with  Coeur  d'Alene  tribal  chairman  Ernie  Stensgar 
about  how  his  tribe  has  dealt  with  racial  tensions  in  Idaho.  Ernie  was 
awarded  the  Bayard  Rustin  Civil  Rights  Award  for  his  work  against 
racism. 

Can  Native  America  take  more  of  a leadership  role  in  combating  racism? 

WED  - 2/9:  Peace  for  Cuba: 

A delegation  of  Native  Americans  is  in  Cuba  promoting  peace  and 
international  solidarity  for  the  world's  indigenous  peoples.  On  this 
special  cultural  edition  we  take  you  to  Cuba  to  get  a first  hand  report 
on  what's  happening  in  the  country.  What  do  the  peoples  of  Cuba  and  Native 
America  have  in  common?  And  what  can  be  done  to  improve  our  relations 
with  them?  Guests  include  Dennis  Banks  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  and 
Cuban  representatives . 

THU  - 2/10:  BioTech  2000: 

Jellyfish  genes  in  monkeys?  Human  DNA  in  pigs?  Will  countries  approve  a 


bio-diversity  protocol?  On  today's  program  we  look  at  new  genetic 
experiments  and  what's  being  done  to  protect  the  natural  genetic  diversity 
of  the  planet.  Does  this  technology  threaten  to  alter  the  Earth's  natural 
gene  pool  for  the  worse?  Or  do  you  think  genetic  technology  will  solve 
our  health  problems  and  improve  our  food  supply? 

FRI  - 2/11:  Keeping  Sparks  in  a Healthy  Marriage  or  Relationship: 

Dust  in  time  the  Valentine's  Day,  the  "Wellness  Edition"  searches  for  ways 
to  keep  your  relationship  burning  hot*or  at  least  glowing  brightly.  How  do 
some  couples  preserve  their  love  for  decades,  while  others  falter  after  a 
year  or  two?  Are  there  some  traditional  guidelines  that  will  especially 
help  Native  couples?  Doin  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  as  they  discuss 
ways  to  keep  the  spark  alive  in  a relationship  on  the  next  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  unsubscribe 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Ron  Andrade,  Wild  Horse  via  Shunkmanitu  Ska,  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Antoinette, 
Anthony  Guy  Lopez,  Eugene  Kaye  via  Cyn/Omoya,  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief, 

Pat  Morris,  Phil  Cash  Cash,  Koga  Suyeta,  Danet  Smith,  Dohnny  Rustywire, 
Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Feb  16  15:50:18  2000 
Date:  Tue,  15  Feb  2000  18:20:58  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.008 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz,  NatFilm,  Innu-L  & Triballaw 
mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

++  There  is  also  a hyperlinked  version  of  the  Current  Issue  at 
http : //bearvisions . com/NativeNews/NEWS . html 

Borries  Demeler  advises  AISESnet  doesn't  exist  anymore,  instead  there  is  now 
NativeNet  where  people  can  search  for  archives  of  Wotanging  Ikche  issues: 

_ All  past  AISESnet  archives  (1992-1998)  can  now  be  found  in: 

http :// aises.uthscsa.edu/discussion/ 

_ All  new  messages  will  be  archived  in: 

http : //nativenet . uthscsa.edu/archive/nn-dialogue/archive . html 
The  mailing  address  for  AISESnet/NativeNet  the  lists  have  changed. 

Please  make  a note  of  the  new  address. 

The  old  address  aisesnet_discussion@listserv.umt.edu  should  *NOT* 
be  used  any  longer.  Instead  please  use: 
nn-dialogue@nativenet .uthscsa.edu 

Downloading  Wotanging  Ikche  on  AOL  From:  MAANG1419@aol.com  <Valentina> 

Dust  thought  I would  share  some  info.  I could  not  download  on  to  a .txt 
because  I kept  getting  the  message  (when  I tried  to  retrieve  it)  that  the 


text  editor  could  not  handle  the  volume.  This  time  I downloaded  it  on  to 
a .doc  and  when  I retrieved  it  out  of  file  manager,  IT  WORKED. 

"When  we  want  wisdom  we  go  up  on  a hill  and  talk  to  God." 

Mathew  King,  Lakota 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  i 
I of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 
| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  I 
[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 
i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  i 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


[ Journey 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Last  week  the  server  went  down  during  the  primary  send  of  Wotanging 
Ikche.  I do  know  some  received  the  newsletter  and  some  did  not.  I just 
have  no  way  to  determine  who  did  not  get  their  copy.  If  you  are  among 
those  who  did  not  receive  last  week's  issue,  and  you  still  want  it  just 
drop  me  an  email  at  any  of  the  email  addresses  in  my  signature  file  at 
the  end  of  this  editorial  section. 

Please  make  the  subject  all  caps  WOTANGING. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/ww\=/w\=/w\=/\= 


Date:  Mon,  14  Feb  2000  21:55:11  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

The  flier  is  on  Russell  Means  site.  Here's  the  URL. 
http : //russellmeans . com/russell . html 

Here's  the  note  preceeding  the  flyer  contents: 

NOTE:  The  following  is  a flyer  that  was  being  handed  out  to  customers  at 
a grocery  store  in  South  Dakota  in  1991.  It  continues  to  show  up  in  other 
places  and  with  some  modifications.  (We  did  correct  some  spelling  errors  to 
remove  the  unintended  humor): 


Janet's  note: 


I've  seen  several  comments  on  various  listserves  indicating  that  this  has 
been  on  Russell's  site  for  some  time.  The  site  contains  several  documents 
placed  in  what  seems  to  be  consistent  reverse  chronological  order,  with  the 
most  recent  notes  at  the  top,  and  older  ones  at  the  bottom.  If  that's  the 
case,  it's  placed  between  a Dune  1997  document  and  a 1966  document 
indicating  it  may  have  been  there  for  about  3 years.  Obviously  some  people 
on  the  listserves  are  circulating  it  as  if  it  just  cropped  up.  Interesting 
that  it  took  'til  now  for  the  politicians  to  run  with  it.  Campbell  was  in 
office  at  the  time  I think  Russell  posted  it. 

Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


This  charming  bit  of  a-yo-ne-gv  (wasicu)  bigotry  showed  up  on  the  net 
again  this  week. 

I also  remind  you,  it  isn't  new.  I hope  someone  explains  this  to 
Senator  Campbell.  That  doesn't  make  it  any  less  filled  with  hate.  It 
just  means  this  example  of  stupid  bigotry  isn't  "fresh"  off  the  dung 
pile. 

I am  running  it  now  to  remind  each  of  you  this  sort  of  a-yo-ne-gv 
(wasicu)  putrification  isn't  restricted  to  the  looks  we've  seen  at 
check  out  counters.  It  crawls  out  of  the  gutters  and  walks  the  streets 
as  "respected"  businessmen. 

Don't  ignore  it.  It's  dangerous  to  do  so.  It's  hate,  pure  and  simple. 
Dust  a few  years  ago  it  rose  up  and  killed  an  Apache  brother  in  Rossville, 
Tennessee.  We  refused  to  let  the  Attorney  General  be  a "good-old-boy"  and 
sweep  it  under  the  rug.  We  held  it  up  to  the  light.  It's  ugly,  it's 
racist,  it's  wrong,  and  I'll  be  damned  before  I ignore  it!  gary 


Sub j : "Indian  Hunting  Season" 

CAMPBELL  CALLS  FOR  FEDERAL  INVESTIGATION  OF  " INDIAN  HUNTING  SEASON" 
FLIER  Washington,  DC — U.S.  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  called  on  the 
Department  of  Dustice  to  launch  a hate-crimes  investigation  into  a 
newspaper  ad  announcing  the  start  of  " Indian  Hunting  Season."  Campbell 
received  a copy  of  the  ad,  which  ran  in  a South  Dakota  newspaper,  that  is 
intended  to  look  like  a real  hunting  season  announcement. 

The  ad  declares  open  season  on  the  Sioux  reservations,  sets  a limit  of 
ten  kills  per  day  and  other  regulations  for  where  and  in  what  manner 
Indians  may  be  killed.  Campbell,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs 
Committee,  wrote  Attorney  General  Danet  Reno  that  " when  such  an  ad 
authorizes  hunting  season  on  human  beings  and  places  a limit  on  how  many 
can  be  killed,  surely  it  is  reason  for  law  enforcement  to  take  action. 

Such  a solicitation  to  commit  mass  homicide  must  run  afoul  of  federal  law. 
I am  requesting  that  you  direct  an  investigation  by  the  appropriate  hate 
crimes  office  within  the  department." 

He  also  pointed  out  that  in  the  1800 's,  some  Coloradans  expressed 
support  for  the  Sand  Creek  Massacre."  For  those  that  think  anti-Indian 
sentiment  and  feelings  are  a relic  of  the  past,  I urge  them  to  read  this 
product  of  a twisted  and  hateful  mind,"  Campbell  said  in  a Congressional 
Record  Statement  last  week.  " ( do  not  know  what  date  they  are  referring 

to  as  it  was  not  mentioned  in  this  article Erth)  " At  the  turn  of  the 

millennium  here  in  the  greatest  nation  on  earth,  there  are  pockets  of  hate 
that  continue  to  thrive.  After  my  tenure  here  in  Congress,  I know  full 
well  the  limits  of  government.  I know  we  can  pass  no  law  forcing  people  to 
respect  each  other,  or  forcing  them  to  be  tolerant.  But  this  ad  goes 
beyond  mere  hurtful  words  and  actually  advocates  murder  and  I condemn  it 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms." 

The  following  is  a copy  from  the  newsletter  of  the  actual  " Indian 
Hunting  Season"  flier. 

( you  need  a strong  stomach  for  this  one) 


STATE  OF  SOUTH  DAKOTA 


Game,  Fish  and  Parks  Department 
Pierre, SD  (605)224-0000 


PROCLAMATION  RE:  Indian  Hunting  Season  hunting  fees:  Free  to  first  7,683 
hunters/  $1.00  thereon. 


Dear  South  Dakota  Hunters:  The  1999  Big  Game  hunting  season  in  the  state 
of  South  Dakota  has  been  canceled  due  to  shortages  of  Deer,  Turkey,  Elk 
and  Antelope.  However,  this  does  not  mean  there  will  be  no  hunting.  In  the 
place  of  the  big  game  animals  this  year  we  will  have  open  season  on  the 
Sioux  Reservations.  This  will  entail  the  hunting  of  Americans  Worthless 
Slounis  Pyutus,  commonly  known  as  " Worthless  Red  Bastards,"  Dog  Eaters,  " 

Gut  Eaters,  " Prairie  Niggers"  and  F Indians."  This  year  from  1999- 

2000  will  be  an  open  season,  as  the  f indians  must  be  thinned  out 

every  two  to  three  years. 

It  Will  be  Unlawful  to: 

* Hunt  in  a party  of  more  than  150  persons 

* Use  more  than  35  bloodthirsty,  rabid  hunting  dogs 

* Shoot  in  a public  tavern  ( Bullet  may  ricochet  and  hit  civilized  white 
people) 

* Shoot  an  Indian  sleeping  on  the  sidewalk 
Trapping  Regulations 

* Traps  may  not  be  set  within  15  feet  of  a liquor  store 

* Traps  may  not  be  baited  with  Muscatel,  Lysol,  rubbing  alcohol  or  food 
stamps 

* All  traps  must  have  at  least  120  lb.  spring  strength  and  have  a jaw 
spread  of  at  least  5' 3" 

Other  rules  and  Regulations 

* Shooting  length-wide  in  a welfare  line  is  prohibited 

* It  will  be  unlawful  to  possess  a road-kill-Indian,  however,  special 
road-kill  permits  shall  be  issued  to  people  with  semi-tractor  trailers  and 
one-ton  pick-up  trucks.*  With  such  a permit  you  may  bait  the  highway  with 
muscatel,  Lysol, 

rubbing  alcohol  or  food  stamps 

How  to  Know  When  An  Indian  is  in  your  Area 

* disposable  diapers  litter  the  street 

* Large  lines  in  front  of  the  welfare  office  and  for  free  cheese 

* Trails  of  empty  wine  bottles  leading  from  the  city  parks  to  all  city 
alleys 

* Empty  books  of  food  stamps  thrown  all  over 

* Car-loads  of  Indian  children  waiting  outside  liquor  stores 
Remember  limit  is  ten  (10)  per  day 

Possession  of  limit:  Forty  (40) 

Good  Hunting! ! 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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Lucy  Blalock,  Lenape  Language  Teacher,  Dies 
2/13/2 000 

Lucy  Sadie  Parks  Blalock  of  Quapaw  died  Friday,  Feb.  11,  2000,  at  the 

Fligher  Call  Nursing  Center  in  Quapaw.  She  was  93. 

Mrs.  Blalock  was  born  Dune  14,  1906,  in  Alluwe,  Okla.  She  had  lived  in 

Quapaw  for  over  63  years.  She  was  a member  of  the  First  United  Methodist 

Church  of  Quapaw  and  the  Native  American  Church.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Quapaw  Senior  Citizens'  Group  of  the  Quapaw  Tribal  Complex. 

Her  Indian  name  was  AH  KOU-POU  AQUAH  (early  dawn  woman).  Wolf  Clan,  (Tuk 
seet  ) and  she  was  full  blood  Delaware  Indian.  Her  parents  were  George 
Parks  (Pele,  Turkey  or  Chicken  Clan)  and  Nancy  (Wilson)  Parks  (Tuk  seet) 
Wolf  Clan. 

She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Charles  W.  "Doe"  Blalock  and  he  preceded 
her  in  death  on  Sept.  3.  1971.  One  brother.  Dames  Parks,  and  three  sisters 
also  preceded  her  in  death. 

Survivors  include  one  son,  George  Allen  Blalock  of  Picher;  two  daughters 
Ruthe  Dones  of.  Okmulgee  and  Rosemary  Wilson  of  Quapaw;  one  niece.  Dean 
Mitchell  of  Eufala;  grandchildren.  Dr.  Deborah  Saumty,  Carrol  Dones  Dr., 
Nancy  Boyett,  Mark  C.  Dones,  Everett  G.  Wilson,  Barbara  "Sissy"  Wilson, 
George  A.  Blalock  Dr.,  Dessica  D.  Blalock,  Brett  Blalock,  Maggie  Boyett 
and  Mary  Wilson;  great  grandchildren  Cecilia  Runnels,  Dack  Roy  Runnels  Dr. 
Reyna  Runnels,  Luana  Biggoose,  Vincent  Biggoose,  Dames  Martinez,  Dorio 
Martinez,  Winston  Runnels,  Kayla  Butler,  Dustin  Butler,  Tiana  Tate  Long, 
Shuday  Biggoose  and  Tiffiany  Spriggs. 

The  funeral  service  for  Lucy  Sadie  Parks  Blalock  is  Sunday,  Feb.  13,  at 
10  a.m.  at  the  Peoria/Ottawa  Community  Building  on  Eight  Tribes  Road  in 
Miami.  The  Rev.  Ray  Clonts  will  officiate,  with  Indian  rites  conducted  by 
Billy  Charles  Blalock  Cap  Ulrey.  Interment  is  in  the  Peoria  Indian 
Cemetery.  Pallbearers  are  her  grandchildren . She  will  lie  in  state  at  the 
Peoria/Ottawa  Community  Building  until  the  time  of  the  services. 
Arrangements  are  under  the  direction  of  Paul  Thomas  Funeral  Home  of  Picher 
Lucy  was  a fluent  speaker  of  the  Lenape  or  Delaware  language,  and  in 
March  1992  she  began  Lenape  language  classes  at  the  Delaware  Tribal  Center 
in  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Culture  Preservation 
Committee.  These  classes  were  held  every  two  weeks.  Lucy,  then  85  years 
of  age,  made  a 180-mile  round  trip  to  teach  the  classes.  She  was  unable 
to  continue  with  active  language  classes  after  May  1994  due  to  her 
advanced  age.  Several  of  Lucy's  students  continued  working  on  the  Lenape 
language  after  the  end  of  the  classes  by  going  to  her  home  and  continuing 
to  study  with  her.  Lucy  was  a good  teacher  and  several  of  her  students  are 
now  able  to  give  prayers  in  the  Lenape  language.  One  of  her  former 
students,  Mike  Pace,  gave  a prayer  in  Lenape  at  Lucy's  wake  Saturday  night 

"RE:  Red  Cloud  Building  Occupation"  - 

Date:  Fri,  11  Feb  2000  05:26:30  -0500 
From:  "Onewolf43"  <dmansmann@email . msn . com> 

Sub j : press  release  red  cloud  occupation 


- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Remembering  The  Way  It  Was 

- Poem:  The  Spirit  of  the  Indian 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Wild  Horse"  <wild. horse.list@mindspring.com> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
February  8,  2000 

Red  Cloud  Building,  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  South  Dakota: 

FBI  CONFISCATES  MORE  FINANCIAL  RECORDS  FROM  OGLALA  SIOUX  TRIBE! 

Once  again,  the  F.B.I.  paid  a visit  to  the  tribal  administrative  offices 
of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  (OST).  Under  executive  order  from  the  OST 
Executive  Committee,  the  agents  returned  to  confiscate  financial  records 
for  fiscal  year  1999.  The  Grass  Roots  Oglala  Lakota  Oyate  (people)  were 
pleased  that  the  records  were  removed.  The  Executive  Committee  is  a five- 
member  group  comprised  of  the  tribal  president,  the  vice-president,  the 
treasurer,  the  secretary,  and  the  fifth  member  of  the  Tribe.  They  met  with 
regional  F.B.I.  agents.  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  auditors, 
special  BIA-appointed  auditing  firm  Orrobba  & Associates,  and  members  of 
the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  to  discuss  plans  to  remove  some  financial  records. 

The  FBI  had  seized  some  records  on  January  18th  under  request  from  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  have  demanded  for  weeks  that 
President  Salway  exercise  his  executive  power  to  demand  an  impartial  audit 
of  all  governmental  fund  types. 

Orrobba  & Associates  reassured  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  that  a clean, 
impartial  audit  is  their  top  priority.  They  will  start  with  the  fiscal 
1999  general  fund  account  and  "go  from  there".  The  auditors  stated  this 
audit  might  very  well  lead  to  a criminal  investigation;  it  is  only  a 
matter  of  time  now.  The  audit  will  be  conducted  at  the  Federal  Building  in 
Rapid  City,  S.D. 

National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  auditors  encouraged  any  individuals 
with  documentation  that  proves  misconduct  at  the  Tribe's  Prairie  Winds 
Casino,  to  come  forward  now.  If  there  is  legitimate  evidence,  they  will 
conduct  an  on-site  audit  at  the  casino  immediately.  They  further  stated 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  provide  information  through  the  BIA;  they  can 
file  their  complaints  with  the  Gaming  Commissioner's  office  in  Pine  Ridge 
Agency,  S.D. 

Meanwhile,  BIA  Superintendent  Ecoffey  continues  to  use  scare  tactics  on 
tribal  employees.  He  has  repeatedly  stated  that  all  federal  "638"  programs 
are  preparing  to  rescind  their  contracts  if  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  do  not 
vacate  the  tribal  building  immediately.  The  group  spoke  with  officials  in 
Washington,  D.C.  and  was  reassured  that  the  contracts  were  not  in 
immediate  jeopardy.  The  group  contends  that  Ecoffey  has  a fiduciary 
responsibility  to  protect  the  members  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe.  He 
continues  to  tell  the  group  that  he  has  no  power  and  cannot  help  them. 
Meanwhile,  today,  he  allegedly  attended  the  illegal  meeting  of  the  Tribal 
Council  and  advised  them  to  "act  quickly  and  find  solutions  to  the  present 
situation."  Ecoffey  encouraged  President  Salway  to  attend  the  meeting  and 
address  the  Council.  Salway  refused,  noting  that  it  was  an  illegal  session 
and  he  would  have  no  part  in  it. 

The  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  in  their  24th  day  of  occupation,  are  committed  to 
following  through  on  their  demands.  Today,  they  reassured  Ecoffey  and 
Salway  that  they  will  not  vacate  the  tribal  building  until  the  Tribal 
Treasurer,  Wesley  "Chuck"  Jacobs  is  permanently  removed  from  all  tribal 
government  appointments/positions.  Furthermore,  they  said  that  the  Tribal 
Council  no  longer  has  supreme  power  over  the  members  of  the  Tribe.  The 
traditional  people,  oppressed  for  66  years  by  the  I.R.A.  (Indian 
Reorganization  Act)  form  of  government,  have  taken  a stand  and  are 
actively  preparing  for  the  abolishment  of  this  government.  The  momentum 
building  as  a result  of  the  occupation  elates  elders  from  all  over  the 
reservation.  In  a regular  evening  meeting  at  the  Red  Cloud  Building,  many 
spoke  of  the  old  days,  when  the  "Council  of  21"  (appointed  headsmen, 
chiefs)  governed  the  Oglala  Lakota  Nation.  It  will  provide  free  enterprise, 
allowing  this  sovereign  nation  to  do  business  with  other  nations.  The 
tiospayes  (extended  families)  were  strong,  no  one  went  hungry.  They 
advised  that  if  we  return  to  a monthly  per  capita  income  system  for  tribal 
members,  the  people  would  have  control  of  monies  that  rightfully  belong  to 
them. 


The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  took  peaceful  control  of  the  Red  Cloud  Building  in 
Pine  Ridge  Agency,  S.D.  on  January  16,  2000.  The  occupants  are  comprised 
of  elders,  women,  children  and  men  that  believe  they  have  exhausted  all 
remedies  to  overturn  the  corrupt  government  that  has  ruled  this 
reservation  for  years.  Exercising  their  authority  under  the  1868  Treaty  at 
Fort  Laramie,  the  group  is  protecting  financial  records  and  all 
files/computer  equipment  in  the  Treasurer's  office  until  they  are 
confiscated.  Among  the  nine  demands,  the  group  is  requesting  a full  land 
audit  on  the  Tribe's  primary  bank.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Gordon,  N.E. 
and  full  land  audit  of  tribal  lands  under  trust  by  the  B.I.A. 

For  further  information,  please  contact  Floyd  Eland  or  Media  Coordinator, 
Dale  Looks  Twice  at  (605)  867-5303. 

As  with  all  my  emails  concerning  the  Occupation  Peoples  please  forward  to 

any  and  all  interested  parties  in  its  entirety 

Wadv 

Wild  Elorse 

http://members.tripod.com/GrassRootsOyate 
[Non-text  portions  of  this  message  have  been  removed] 
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Published  Saturday 
February  12,  2000 
Indians  Lose  Pine  Ridge  Ruling 
BY  DAVID  HENDEE 
WORLD-HERALD  STAFF  WRITER 

Nine  American  Indians  challenging  the  shrunken  modern-day  boundaries  of 
the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  Nebraska  have  suffered  a legal 
setback. 

Sheridan  County  Judge  Charles  Plantz  ruled  that  the  State  of  Nebraska 
has  jurisdiction  in  the  tiny  village  of  Whiteclay  and  on  dozens  of  square 
miles  of  surrounding  land. 

Nebraska's  authority  was  challenged  in  a case  involving  misdemeanor 
criminal  charges. 

The  defendants  in  that  case,  including  Oglala  Sioux  activist  Russell 
Means,  claim  that  Whiteclay  is  legally  part  of  the  reservation  and  falls 
under  only  tribal  and  federal  authority. 

Plantz  is  expected  to  issue  written  reasons  soon  for  his  bench  ruling, 
which  came  last  week. 

Jerry  Matthews  of  Hay  Springs,  Neb.,  the  defendants'  attorney,  could  not 
be  reached  for  comment. 

Deputy  Sheridan  County  Attorney  John  Freidenburg  said  he  hopes  the 
misdemeanor  criminal  case  will  now  move  on  to  trial. 

The  dispute  involves  Means,  seven  other  Oglala  Sioux  from  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota  and  Frank  LaMere,  a Winnebago  from  South  Sioux 
City,  Neb. 

The  defendants  were  arrested  July  3,  1999,  during  a march  to  Whiteclay 
from  the  nearby  village  of  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.  They  led  about  650  others 
protesting  the  unsolved  slayings  of  two  Oglala  men  and  the  sale  of  beer 
in  Whiteclay  to  reservation  Indians. 

The  protest  came  a week  after  some  Indian  marchers  looted  and  burned  a 
Whiteclay  grocery  store.  This  time  the  marchers  were  met  by  troopers  in 
riot  gear. 

The  nine  were  arrested  and  ticketed  for  obstruction  of  a police  officer 
and  failure  to  comply  with  a lawful  order.  The  charge  of  obstructing  an 
officer  is  punishable  by  up  to  a year  in  prison  and  a $1,000  fine.  The 
other  charge  is  punishable  by  up  to  three  months  in  jail  and  a $500  fine. 

After  a series  of  postponed  and  canceled  court  hearings,  Plantz  directed 
the  attorneys  in  the  case  to  present  their  case  on  paper. 


Plantz  directed  the  defendants  to  enter  pleas  or  other  prearraignment 
motions  by  Feb.  18. 

The  defendants  have  said  that  a key  question  facing  the  court  is  how 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt's  decision  in  1904  to  slice  off  a piece  of 
the  reservation  in  Nebraska  that  served  as  a buffer  between  Indians  and 
white  settlers  squares  with  the  fact  that  treaties  are  pacts  between 
sovereign  nations. 

President  Chester  Arthur  had  established  a 50-square-mile  buffer  zone 
south  of  the  Pine  Ridge  in  1882  to  discourage  white  merchants  from  selling 
alcohol  to  reservation  Indians. 

The  buffer  was  retained  in  1889  as  a part  of  the  reservation  when 
Congress  carved  six  Sioux  reserves  out  of  what  remained  of  the  land  set 
aside  for  them  in  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868. 

The  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  is  the  nation's  second-largest  and  home  to 
about  23,000  Oglalas.  Only  one  square  mile  of  the  reservation  - directly 
west  of  Whiteclay  - lies  in  Nebraska. 

c.  Copyright  2000  Omaha  World-Flerald  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 
Omaha.com  is  designed  and  maintained  by  World  Media  Company. 

— "RE:  Boycott  Montana  Beef"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Feb  2000  12:26:01  EST 

From:  Ojibwawife@aol.com 

Sub j : APPEAL  TO  BOYCOTT  MONTANA  BEEF 

We  hope  most  of  you  were  able  to  see  Nightline  on  ABC  last  night 
regarding  the  continuing  plan  of  Montana  to  slaughter  any  American  Bison 
that  steps  foot  off  the  Yellowstone  National  Preserve?  We've  been 
emailing  our  support  of  the  Stop  the  Slaughter  organization  over  the  last 
year,  (wish  it  had  been  longer  after  seeing  the  show)  These  are  the  only 
wild  Bison  left  in  North  America.  All  other  herds  are  domesticated.  The 
ranchers  and  governor  in  Montana  want  any  and  all  killed  the  minute  they 
step  onto  state  owned  land.  They  are  only  protected  by  Federal  law  as 
long  as  they  are  in  Yellowstone,  but  the  US  loses  their  jurisdiction  as 
soon  as  they  step  one  foot  out  of  the  Yellowstone  boundary.  They  are 
being  senselessly  slaughtered,  babies,  nursing  mothers,  all  being  killed 
if  they  have  gone  off  the  preserve  to  find  food.  Even  though  the  cattle 
at  that  time  are  20  to  60  miles  from  any  Bison  and  couldn't  contract 
Brucellosis  from  them  even  if  they  did  have  it,  they  consider  killing  the 
only  solution. 

The  ranchers  and  governor  claim  they  have  to  do  this  to  protect  the 
cattle  from  Brucellosis  that  the  Bison  would  spread  to  them.  1st  - Bison 
never  had  Brucellosis  until  they  got  it  from  domesticated  cattle.  2nd.  - 
There  is  NOT  ONE  SINGLE  documented  case  of  cattle  being  infected  from 
Bison  - NOT  EVEN  ONE. 

The  US  has  even  offered  to  pay  to  have  all  the  cattle  inoculated  against 
the  disease  to  stop  the  killing  of  the  Buffalo,  but  the  Montana  governor 
and  ranchers  refuse  to  consider  anything  but  the  butchering  of  these 
wonderful  animals. 

Anyone  who  could  watch  them  being  shot,  the  "sport"  that  these  Montana 
Department  of  Livestock  killers  made  of  the  slaughter  riding  on  their 
snowmobiles  while  shooting  with  high-powered  rifles  and  whooping  and 
yelling,  enjoying  the  bloodbath  that  they  created . .watching  them  jerk  and 
twitch  as  they  died.. anyone  who  could  have  watched  that  and  not  been 
emotionally  devastated  at  their  terrorizing  and  butchering  of  these 
animals  has  no  soul.  It  made  me  so  upset  to  watch  that  I broke  down  and 
cried,  with  hurt  and  anger.  I am  not  someone  who  cries  easily,  but  this 
was  just  too  much  to  see.  The  photos  that  we  have  seen  do  not  portray 
the  torture  and  suffering  of  these  animals.  It  is  too  brutal  to  describe 
in  words. 

We  are  asking  that  everyone  who  finds  this  as  appalling  as  we  did  call 
their  grocers,  hotels,  restaurants,  fast  food  chains ....  anywhere  that 
sells  or  serves  beef  and  to  ask  them  NOT  to  purchase  their  beef  from 
Montana.  If  they  do  purchase  it  from  Montana  producers,  BOYCOTT  them  if 
they  refuse  to  tell  you  or  refuse  to  change  suppliers.  Contact  all 


produce  suppliers  and  tell  them  you  oppose  the  distribution  of  any  beef 
products  from  Montana.  There  are  plenty  of  other  states  producing  good 
beef,  so  we  want  Montana  to  know  that  we  DO  have  a way  of  stopping  them 
dead  in  their  tracks.  PLEASE  pass  this  on  and  encourage  everyone  to 
BOYCOTT  MONTANA  BEEF  until  the  senseless  slaughter  of  the  Bison  is 
stopped  for  good!!  Again,  the  dominant  society  only  makes  a change  if 
you  hit  them  where  it  hurts  and  that  is  their  almighty  pocketbook. 

Boycotts  work,  but  only  if  enough  people  are  willing  to  become  involved. 

You  can  do  this  so  easily  from  the  comfort  of  your  own  home,  by  email,  by 
phone,  by  fax.  Please  think  of  those  who  are  living  out  in  the  bitter 
cold  and  giving  of  themselves  so  unselfishly  to  help  protect  these 
wonderful  creatures.  Letters  to  the  editor,  calls  to  your  congressmen. 

If  you  live  in  Montana  by  all  means  make  it  known  that  you  don't  support 
the  senseless  slaughter. 

We  also  ask  if  you  have  even  one  dollar  to  send  to  support  the 
volunteers  who  have  spent  the  last  several  winters  in  jeopardy,  trying 
every  way  they  knew  to  protect  the  Bison  to  please  send  it  to  them.  They 
need  all  the  help  they  can  get.  They  have  remained  unarmed  and  in  danger 
during  all  confrontations.  Contact  them  at  stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies. 
org  to  show  them  your  support  and  give  them  your  encouragement. 

WE  APPEAL  TO  ANYONE  WITH  A CONSCIENCE  TO  PASS  THIS  WORD  ON  AND  TO  BOYCOTT 

MONTANA  BEEF!!!!  MAKE  THOSE  CALLS  TODAY!!!  WE  CAN  AND  WE  WILL  MAKE  A 

DIFFERENCE! ! ! 

Mitakuye  Oyasin, 

Renee  Still  Day 
N.A.T.I.V.E.S. 

"RE : The  View  From  The  Hogan"  

Date:  Sat,  12  Feb  2000  08:21:17  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : The  View  From  The  Hogan  #10 

The  View  From  The  Hogan  #10  Month  of  frying  snow  (lamuary)  2000 
Notes  from  Big  Mountain 

(being  an  eye  witness  account  of  the  on-going  hidden  war  against  Native 
people) 

Ya ' a ' tee 

ludging  by  the  amount  of  visitors  we  are  getting  here  recently,  its  my 
guess  that  a lot  of  you  are  focussing  on  the  Altar  right  now,  so  I wanted 
to  get  something  out  quickly,  so  please  excuse  me  if  this  issue  is  a bit 
scattered . 

Communications  from  the  Altar  has  never  been  easy.  Its  a very  large  area, 
with  the  people  scattered  all  over, . . . just  a couple  of  cell  phones  here, 
so  many  times  something  is  happening  and  those  who  live  in  a different 
area  don't  hear  about  it  for  days.  Many  people  write  me  about  how 
confusing  it  gets  sometimes  with  the  different  "versions"  of  what  is 
happening  here,  so  I'd  like  to  clarify  what  View  from  The  Hogan  is. 

My  main  aim  in  starting  to  write  VFH  was  to  provide  an  eye-witness 
account  of  what  is  happening.  I also  try  to  pass  on  the  words  of  people 
here  who  do  not  have  easy  access  to  outside  communications.  I try  to 
include  backgound  and  historical  material  that  may  help  to  understand  some 
of  the  things  happening  here,  and  obviously  I include  a hefty  dose  of  my 
opinions  and  feelings.  As  time  has  gone  on,  VFH  is  becoming  a dialogue  as 
I try  to  answer  the  questions  people  are  asking.  Some  of  the  things  I 
write  are  aimed  at  new  supporters,  some  at  old-timers. 

I'm  not  a writer.  Nor  a journalist.  I'm  not  an  activist.  I'm  just  a 
sheepherder.  I do  not  claim  to  be  speaking  for  anyone  other  than  myself.  I 
do  not  wish  to  add  to  any  confusion  that  exists  over  what  is  happening 
here.  I simply  believe  that  what  is  happening  here  is  of  importance  to  all 
of  us,  and  that  the  truth  has  a power  to  effect  change  in  a good  way., 
both  within  and  without  of  ourselves. 

I've  been  honored  by  all  the  messages  I've  received  enquiring  after  my 
health.  In  a nutshell,  I am  very  well.  The  lambs  continue  to  cause  much 


celebration  in  me.  There  is  enough  of  them  now  that  they  hang  out  as  a 
"gang".  When  I first  let  them  out  they  engage  in  a springing  competition 
to  see  who  can  jump  highest....  then  it  looks  like  the  Derby  as  they  all 
chase  each  other  in  a circuit,  screech  to  a halt,  and  after  a while  head 
back  into  the  corrall  to  fall  asleep  in  a pile.  I do  not  see  how  it  is 
possible  to  see  that  and  not  be  filled  with  celebration.  I celebrate  the 

beautiful  sunrise  each  day it  is  always  a surprise.  I celebrate  how 

my  body  feels  after  I've  been  chopping  wood  for  a while.  I celebrate  my 
connection  with  all  of  you  "out  there".  So,  I am  very  well,....  surrounded 
by  beauty.  My  admiration  and  gratitude  goes  to  all  of  you  out  there  who 
give  of  their  precious  time,  energy,  and  prayers  for  the  land  and  people 
here.  For  you  it  must  be  so  much  harder  living  in  the  belly  of  the  beast. 

Many  people  have  enquired  after  Robertas  health  after  her  accident.  She 
continues  to  heal,  and  asked  me  to  tell  you  all  thank  you  for  your  well 
wishes  and  prayers. 

Until  it  got  real  busy  round  here  I was,  as  usual,  reading  a lot,  and 
I'd  like  to  pass  on  some  of  what  I read.  None  of  the  books  were  about  the 
so-called  land  dispute,  but  they  all  contained  information  that  is 
relevant,  and  in  some  way  exposes  the  fallacy  of  a "land-dispute.  The 
first  is  a book  I mentioned  last  time,  "Sun  Chief:  The  autobiography  of  a 
Hopi  Indian".  Set  in  the  Hopi  village  of  Oraibi  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  19th  century  and  the  early  part  of  the  twentieth  century,  Dan  (the 
author)  does  express  some  anti-Navajo  feeling,  though  not  about  any  "land- 
dispute",  rather  that  they  were  untrustworthy . This  didn't  stop  him  having 
Navajo  friends  who  stayed  with  him  and  that  he  in  turn  used  to  visit.  The 
interesting  point  I found  was  that  several  times  during  the  book  he 
mentioned  that  several  of  the  Navajo  Clans  were  considered  relatives  of 
the  Hopi.  This  confirms  what  the  traditional  Hopi  and  Navajo  have  been 
saying  all  along,  that  the  division  between  the  Navajo  and  the  Hopi  is  an 
illusion  created  by  the  Feds  and  HTC  (Those  that  benefit  by  the  creation 
of  a land-dispute).  The  second  book  is  also  a Hopi  autobiography  set  in 
the  same  time  period,  but  this  one  is  set  on  Second  Mesa,  "Born  A Chief: 
The  nineteenth  century  boyhood  of  edmund  Nequatewa.  Throughout  the  whole 
book,  not  one  mention  is  made  of  any  dispute  or  conflict  between  the 
Navajos  and  Hopis.  This  seems  strange,  because  surely  if  such  a major 
thing  was  happening  it  would  have  been  mentioned.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
book  he  writes  about  leaving  the  Hopi  villages  and  living  on  Black  Mesa 
with  a Navajo  family  for  a couple  of  years.  He  described  Black  Mesa  as 
"Navajo  Country".  Again,  the  book  shows  that  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  had  been 
on  more  than  friendly  terms  throughout  their  history.  The  third  book  is 
"Utahs  Black  Hawk  War"  and  is  about  a little  known  "Indian"  war  in  Utah 
during  the  1860's.  Two  interesting  point  stood  out  for  me.  One  was  that 
the  indians  of  the  4 corners  region,  the  Southern  Ute,  Navajo,  Hopi,  and 
licarilla  Apache  were  all  allied  with  each  other  in  this  war,  and  that  all 
those  tribes  were  related  to  each  other  through  extensive  intermarriage . 
More  evidence  that  the  divisions  and  labels  used  by  the  protaganists  of  a 
land-dispute  are  creations  of  the  dominant  culture,  and  not  the  actual 
reality.  The  second  interesting  point  was  that  this  was  going  on  during 
the  period  of  The  Long  Walk,  1864  to  1868,  which  is  supposedly  when  ALL 
the  Navajos  were  rounded  up  and  in  the  concentration  camp  at  Fort  Sumner. 
The  best  evidence  I've  been  able  to  collect  is  that  in  fact  probably  a 
full  half  of  the  Navajo  people  did  not  get  rounded  up,  but  continued  to 
live  in  the  western  part  of  their  territory,  which  includes  Black  Mesa. 

The  HTC/FED  argument  that  the  Navajos  came  flooding  in  to  Black  Mesa  after 
being  released  from  Ft  Sumner  is  yet  another  fabrication.  The 
archeological  evidence  is  that  Navajos  have  been  living  on  Black  Mesa  for 
at  least  400  years.  The  final  book  is  "The  Genocidal  Mentality:  Nazi 
holocaust  and  nuclear  threat",  and  gives  ample  explanaition  of  the 
mechanisms,  both  internal  (psychological)  and  external  (socio-cultural) 
which  allow  individuals  and  societies  to  commit  genocidal  acts.  To 
oversimplify,  it  appears  that  these  processes  are  various  forms  of  denial. 
Americas  favorite  pastime. 

Though  I didn't  get  there  myself  ( someones  got  to  take  the  sheep  out) 
all  reports  I hear  of  the  Pipe  Ceremony  at  Camp  Anne  Mae  is  that  it  was 
well  attended  and  went  well.  It  is  so  good  to  hear  of  the  spiritual  and 


ceremonial  support.  In  my  humble  opinion  it  is  this  support  that  is  most 
effective. 

As  I mentioned  earlier,  we  have  been  blessed  with  an  enormous  number  of 
visitors  lately.  As  I write  this  there  are  7 people  sleeping  on  the  floor 
of  the  hogan,  and  only  one  of  them  is  American.  There  are  people  from 
Japan,  Britain,  South  America,  and  from  the  4 directions  of  Turtle  Island. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  we  are  all  related.  There  have  been  visitors 

from  Germany,  Italy,  Canada,  Mexico its  kind  of  wonderful  to  hear  so 

many  accents  and  to  see  such  a diversity  of  peoples  enjoying  communicating 
with  little  common  language.  Special  mention  must  be  made  of  a contingent 
of  British  anarcho-feminists  whose  energy  was  much  appreciated,  even 
though  they  spoke  funny.  One  of  the  results  of  so  many  visitors  has  been  a 
huge  amount  of  chores  have  been  done.  Most  "work"  here  on  the  Altar  is 
labor-intensive,  so  with  so  many  bodies  available  all  kinds  of  things  are 
being  built  and  repaired.  Of  course,  with  so  many  "city  kids"  here  there 
are  problems.  Innumerable  axe-handles  get  broken,  and  sheep  and 
sheepherders  get  lost.  Its  not  so  bad  when  the  sheep  get  lost,...  there  is 
a sense  to  the  sheeps  behaviour  and  they  can  be  easily  found,  but  when  we 
lose  sheepherders  it  is  stressful  as  there  is  no  logic  to  their  behaviour 
and  so  its  quite  a worry.  Overall  there  was  a lot  fewer  problems  with 
"helpers"  than  in  previous  deadlines.  To  all  of  you  who  were  here,  I'd 
like  to  tell  you  that  the  blessings  of  your  labor  will  continue  for  a long 
time  to  come.  Personally,  I would  like  to  add  that  I have  been  imeasurably 
enriched  by  getting  to  know  you  all.  One  point  I have  noticed,  is  that  the 
vast  majority  of  those  people  who  come  here  in  support  are  musicians  and 
artists.  Creative  people.  Why  this  is,  I'm  not  sure.  My  thanks  must  also 
go  to  all  the  thousands  of  people  around  the  world  who  continue  to  support 
us  in  a myriad  of  ways,  organizing  and  attending  benefits,  rallies,  etc 
but  also  all  those  many  individuals  who  are  supporting  by  prayer. 

Among  the  visitors  was  a delegation  of  Swedish  politicians.  They  came  to 
take  testimony  to  be  presented  to  the  European  parliament.  The  Hopi  Tribal 
Council  put  out  some  whiney  propoganda  about  how  unfair  it  was  that  the 
delegation  did  not  visit  them  and  ask  for  their  side  of  the  story,  but 
that  seems  like  a silly  attitude.  If  the  HTC  feels  that  there  human  rights 
are  being  abused  then  surely  they  could  invite  people  to  come  and  witness 
that?  Maybe  the  next  time  the  HTC  meets  with  the  Feds  to  decide  on  how  to 
continue  with  their  planned  evictions  they  should  invite  resistors  to  the 
meetings? 

There  was  an  awful  lot  of  low  level  overflights  the  past  few  weeks. 

Those  of  you  who  have  not  spent  time  here  may  not  realize  how  intense  the 
silence  is  here.  When  planes  circle  the  homesites  at  a couple  of  hundred 
feet,  it  is  an  obnoxious  invasion,  disturbing  not  only  the  flocks,  but  the 
prayerful  ways  of  daily  life  here.  Surveillance  in  general  was  stepped  up 
to  incredible  and  absurd  levels.  The  Men  in  Black  must  be  real  happy.  They 
must  be  on  triple-overtime.  I can't  help  but  wonder  just  exactly  how  much 
of  the  tax-payers  money  is  being  poured  into  this  bullshit.  What  on  earth 
are  they  looking  for?  Gaddafi's  secret  terrorist  training  ground?  The 
recent  spate  of  HTC  propoganda  gets  to  throw  the  word  "terrorist"  around  a 
lot.  They  claim  that  there  was  a bomb  threat  at  HTC  headquarters.  I know 
many  of  the  people  on  the  land,  and  many  of  the  supporters,  and  I don't 
know  anyone  stupid  enough  to  make  a bomb  threat.  However,  it  is  the  kind 
of  dumb  thing  that  is  used  again  and  again  to  creat  imaginary  threats  by 
those  who  wish  to  perpetrate  their  own  "official"  violence.  Sometimes  it 
seems  that  the  HTC  must  be  working  from  real  old  FBI  manuals,  their 
propaganda  is  so  bad  and  transparent.  Most  of  it  seems  designed  to  create 
a false  sense  of  fear  in  the  Hopi  people,  and  to  convince  the  world  that 
the  disgusting  actions  of  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  are  representative  of 
the  wishes  of  the  Hopi  people. 

Of  all  the  many  things  taking  place  here  recently,  the  Prayer  Walk  that 
began  in  Japan,  and  that  continued  from  Flagstaff  to  Big  Mountain,  was 
perhaps  the  most  exciting.  I was  around  the  walk  for  the  latter  part,  and 
was  powerfully  affected  by  the  beauty  and  power  of  the  many  people  taking 
part.  "Bliss  and  blisters"  is  how  one  walker  described  it.  Bahe,  who  co- 
ordinated the  walk  on  this  side  of  the  pacific  will  be  writing  his  own 
report  on  the  walk,  so  I recomend  contacting  him  on  iindon49@hotmail.com 


and  asking  for  a copy. 

The  HTC  propoganda  about  the  Prayer  Walk  was  particularly  loathsome, 
attempting  to  paint  this  spiritual  activity  as  protest  and  demonstration. 
The  walkers  were  told  that  they  were  not  welcome  to  come  to  Big  Mountain. 
What  the  hell  has  it  go  to  do  with  the  HTC?  These  people  were  invited  by 
the  residents  of  the  land,  and  the  Walk  had  no  intention  of  passing 
through  any  area  where  Hopi  people  live.  A couple  of  months  ago  there  was 
a sacred  run  by  Hopi  people  from  the  San  Francisco  Peaks  to  Hopiland.  The 
Hopi  runners  did  not  need  to  ask  for  "permission"  to  travel  through  the 
Navajo  Reservation.  This  attempt  to  shut  down  the  walk  was  just  the  latest 
in  a long  line  of  acts  intended  to  disrupt  the  ceremonial  life  of  the 
Dineh  residents,  and  while  they  are  doing  this  the  HTC  has  the  unmitigated 
gall  to  demand  respect  for  their  own  ceremonial  life.  No-one  has  ever 
interfered  with  or  blockaded  a Hopi  ceremony.  In  all  events,  the  Men  In 
Black  behaved  with  an  unusual  amount  of  respect  towards  the  Walk, 
confining  themselves  to  photographing  it.  I applaud  the  restraint  shown  by 
them.  This  shows  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  respect  the  ways  of  the 
residents  and  their  friends.  This  is  how  it  could  and  should  be  always. 

To  all  of  you  who  took  part  in  the  Walk  and  in  its  support,  I have  the 
following  request.  If  you  have  photos  and  video  of  the  walk  could  you 
please  send  me  copies?  I know  its  a pain  in  the  butt  when  people  ask  for 
that,  but  I would  very  much  like  to  be  able  to  show  them  to  all  of  the 
Elders  who  were  not  able  to  witness  it  for  themselves. 

After  the  walk  was  over  a fast/prayer  vigil  was  held  outside  the  offices 
of  the  Relocation  Office  in  Flagstaff.  Led  by  the  Japanese  Buddhist  nuns 
from  the  Walk,  by  the  end  of  the  second  day  more  than  40  people  took  part, 
praying  hard  that  those  inside  the  building  would  have  their  hearts 
touched  and  would  reconsider  their  actions.  There  was  a half-hearted 
attempt  by  the  police  to  close  the  vigil,  the  Mayor  of  Flagstaff  is  also 
the  Director  of  the  Relocation  Office 

You  may  have  noticed  that  so  far  I have  avoided  any  mention  of  the  "D" 
word.  Deadline.  It  had  become  obvious  in  the  preceding  months  that  no 
evictions  who  going  to  be  attempted  at  this  time,  but  as  a certain  segment 
of  the  support  population  continued  to  hype  the  deadline  I found  myself 
ignoring  it  more  and  more.  Like  the  fences,  the  deadline  was  the  creation 
of  Warmaker,  and  I was  uneasy  with  the  focus  being  placed  upon  it.  Don't 
get  me  wrong,  it  is  great  that  so  much  attention  has  become  focussed  here, 
and  that  so  many  people  have  come  to  offer  support  and  solidarity,  but  my 
wariness  was  of  getting  sucked  in  to  dancing  to  Warmakers  script.  My  focus 
had  to  remain  on  keeping  daily  life  going  in  a good  way.  Now  that  this 
latest  "final  deadline"  has  passed  we  now  wait  for  the  next  "final 
deadline".  The  point  I would  like  to  make  is  that  in  reality,  every  single 
day  from  now  on  is  a deadline  day,  as  in  fact  it  has  been  since  the 
original  "final  deadline"  of  1986..  The  focus  and  support  needs  to  be 
continuous,  and  to  grow.  Interestingly,  on  Feb  1st,  many  of  us  were  so 
busy  celebrating  in  a sacred  way  that  we  actually  forgot  that  it  was 
deadline  day. 

For  those  of  you  in  the  neighbourhood  of  central  Arizona  this  March 
might  be  interested  in  attending  a Big  Mountain  Benefit/Event  being  held 
in  Prescott  Arizona  on  March  16th.  There  will  be  live  music,  a show  of 
rugs,  guest  speakers,  and  a variety  of  other  educational  and  entertaining 
activities.  Contact  Holly  on  hollyr@goodnet.com  for  more  details. 

Many  of  you  write  and  ask  if  there  is  any  little  things  you  can  send  to 
us  here.  Well,  I've  thought  of  something.  Thanks  to  the  massive  amounts  of 
help  we've  gotten  here  recently  I have  now  expanded  the  size  of  my  garden, 
so  could  sure  use  some  seeds.  Corn  and  squashes  we  have  plenty  of,  but  I'd 
be  interested  in  anything  else  that  you  think  would  grow  here.  Bear  in 
mind  we  are  at  about  6000  feet,  so  the  growing  season  can  be  quite  short. 
Things  like  radishes,  carrots,  spinach,  beets,  peas,  tomatoes,  peppers  etc 
would  be  great.  I have  enough  space  to  experiment,  so  would  be  interested 
in  trying  anything. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  describe  a small  part  of  what  happened  to  me  on 
January  30th.  I awoke  on  the  very  western  edge  of  Black  Mesa.  Below  me  the 
cliff  dropped  away  to  the  surrounding  Painted  Desert.  Though  I have  seen 
this  view  many  times,  it  never  fails  to  cause  in  me  feelings  of  awe.  Today 


it  was  overwhelming.  Way  off  to  my  left,  100  miles  away  stood 
Dook' o ' oo ' sliid,  the  San  Francisco  Peaks.  Archetypal  mountains,  11000  feet, 
snowcapped,  rising  alone  from  the  surrounding  land.  These  mountains  are 
sacred  to  13  Tribes  who  live  in  this  area.  This  is  where  the  Prayer  Walk 
began  4 days  ago.  The  mountains  are  being  desecrated  by  the  expansion  of  a 
ski  resort,  and  by  a pumice  mine  on  the  lower  slopes,  (desecration  for  the 
pleasure  of  a few,  and  for  stone-washed  jeans).  Between  myself  and  the 

peaks  is  Blue  Canyon  and  Coal  Canyon colorfull  gashes  in  the  earth 

about  30  miles  away.  As  my  eyes  swept  the  scene  Gray  Mountain  loomed,  and 
next  to  it,  80  miles  distant  the  Grand  Canyon.  With  binoculars  the  tower 
on  the  South  Rim  is  visible.  This  time  of  the  year  the  sun  sets  over  the 
south  rim,  as  summer  solstice  approaches  the  sun  moves  across  to  the  North 
Rim.  In  front  of  the  Grand  Canyon,  a small  white  Mesa  15  miles  away.  In 
front  of  me,  10  miles  distant  stands  Wilcat  Peak,  A cone  shaped  mountain 
with  the  community  of  Red  Lake  in  front  of  it.  Red  Lake  was  where  the 
Walkers  spent  last  night.  In  a tremendous  show  of  support  for  the  Walk, 
many  local  people  bought  food  for  the  walkers  and  the  evening  was  spent 
with  music,  dance,  prayer  and  celebration.  Many  of  the  walkers  later  said 
that  their  sense  of  welcome  from  the  community  of  Red  Lake  (where  many 
relocated  people  now  live)  was  the  high  point  of  their  walk.  Turning  north 
from  Red  Lake  stands  White  Mesa,  40  miles  away.  Primarily  white,  delicate 
shades  of  blue,  pink  and  yellow  also  paint  the  sheer  cliffs.  Completing  my 
180  degree  view  is  Navajo  Mountain,  across  the  border  in  Utah.  10,000  feet 
high  and  shaped  like  an  inverted  bowl,  Navajo  Mountain  is  another 
important  and  sacred  mountain  to  all  the  tribes  of  the  area.  In  the  sweep 
of  land  laid  out  before  me,  stretching  to  the  horizon,  is  a kalaidescope 
of  color  and  form.  Though  my  breath  didn't  actually  stop,  the  rhythmn  of 
my  breathing  was  dancing  with  what  my  eyes  beheld. 

Sortly  after  sunrise  I heard  the  gentle  beat  of  the  drummers  and  knew 
the  Walk  was  heading  my  way  from  Red  Lake.  I watched  as  over  the  next 
couple  of  hours  the  line  of  walkers  snaked  their  way  to  the  base  of  the 
cliff  below  me.  A mile  or  two  away  and  the  gentle  drone  of  the  chanting 
was  audible  with  the  ever  louder  drums.  At  the  base  of  the  cliff  stretched 
the  hated  fence,  seperating,  and  dividing  the  people  from  each  other  and 
the  land.  As  the  line  of  walkers  approached  the  fence  I counted  over  50 
individuals  making  up  the  human  snake.  As  the  walkers  past  through  the 
fence,  I suddenly  , and  without  any  warning  at  all,  found  myself  crying 
deeply.  For  the  next  20  minutes  as  the  walkers  climbed  up  a narrow  steep 
horse  trail  to  where  I stood,  tears  streamed  down  my  face  and  did  not  stop 
until  the  last  walker  had  reached  where  I stood  at  the  top  of  the  cliff. 

It  had  been  almost  5 years  since  I had  cried  in  this  way.  The  tears  were 
not  of  pain,  but  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  a huge  wave  of  energy  passing 
through  me,  humbling  me  and  filling  me  with  joy.  Over  the  next  few  days  I 
relived  those  moments  to  try  and  understand  what  was  behind  the  tears,  and 
this  is  what  I realized:  The  fence  inscribes  a prison.  The  people  who  live 
inside  the  fence  are  watched  and  monitored  24  hours  a day,  just  as  in  a 
prison.  For  the  people  inside  the  fence,  all  daily  activities  are 
regulated,  and  needing  permission  from  an  externally  imposed  authority, 
just  as  in  prison,  and  for  those  inside  the  fence  who  have  not  signed  any 
"agreements"  with  their  jailors,  they  are  now  considered  to  be  and  treated 
as  non-persons,  just  like  in  prison.  The  feeling  behind  my  tears  was  this: 
there  was  an  overwhelming  feeling  of  hope  and  relief  at  watching  all  these 
incredible  people,  suffering  and  sacrificing  and  praying,  breaking  INTO 
this  prison,  and  in  doing  so  were  dismantling  not  the  fence,  but  the 
illusion  of  the  fence.  For  the  next  2 days  the  walk  continued  on  towards 
Big  Mountain,  the  heart  of  the  Altar.  For  much  of  the  way  they  followed 
old  horse  trails  that  were  almost  invisible,  being  rarely  travelled  any 
more....  the  people  who  travelled  it  haveing  been  removed,  and  the  fence 
stopping  the  free  flow.  The  walkers  "opened-up"  these  trails  again.  It  was 
as  if  some  arteries  or  streams  had  come  back  to  life. 

I am  blessed  with  a life  that  continues  to  gift  me  with  memorable  days. 
The  days  I was  associated  with  the  walk  now  rank  as  the  best  days  of  my 
life,  so  to  all  of  you  walkers,  I say  once  again,  thank  you,  thank  you, 
thank  you.  We  are  all  related,  and  it  is  my  honor  to  have  been  touched  by 
you . 


I believe  that  we  attribute  too  much  power  and  omnipotence  to  Warmaker. 
Sometimes  we  do  this  because  we  fear  the  responsibility  that  comes  with 
our  own  individual  power.  During  the  past  couple  of  weeks  it  has  been  my 
profound  privelege  to  be  around  many  people  who  honor  their  own  power  and 
by  joining  together  with  others  manage  to  achieve  great  things.  There  was 
much  hope  generated  here  on  the  Altar.  I wish  you  all  could  have  felt  it. 
Life  is  good. 

But  then,  what  the  hell  do  I know,  I'm  just  a sheepherder 
Thank  you  for  giving  me  your  time  by  reading  this 
Your  prayers,  support,  & correspondence  are  invited 

"To  tell  the  truth  in  times  of  universal  deceit  is  a revolutionary  act" 

For  all  my  relations 
BoPeep 

(reachable  via  unclejake74@hotmail.com) 

P.S.  To  all  those  who  have  written  to  me,  please  be  aware  that  my  highest 
priorities  are  the  flock,  the  firewood,  and  the  Grandmas,  email  is  not, 
therefore  it  may  take  as  long  as  a half  moon  between  when  you  write,  and 
when  you  hear  back  from  me.  Around  here  the  information  superhighway  is 
sometimes  no  faster  than  the  Pony  Express.  Please  be  patient,  you  will  hear 
from  me. 

If  you  have  received  this  update  as  a forward,  but  want  to  sure  of  getting 
them  in  the  future,  please  let  me  know  and  I will  add  you  to  the  list.  Also 
if  there  are  any  "back  issues"  you  don't  have,  again,  let  me  know. 

Please  feel  free  to  distribute  (unedited)  this  email. 

The  View  From  The  Flogan  #10B.  Little  Eagles  Month.  February,  2000 
Notes  from  Big  Mountain. 

Ya ' a 'tee 

I've  had  difficulty  getting  the  time  to  send  out  the  latest  VFH,  so  I add 
this  addendum. 

The  following  is  a statement  made  by  Roberta  Blackgoat  just  a few  days 
ago.  She  would  appreciate  it  if  her  words  were  distributed. 

RELIGION 

This  land  is  a sacred  land.  The  Creator  gave  it  to  us  to  protect  it 
with  song  and  prayers  Not  only  for  the  Dine  People  but  for  all  the 
Universe.  The  Holy  People  were  praying  to  the  Creator  in  a sacred  hogan 
and  when  the  praying  was  done,  the  Creator  blew  the  four  poles  that  held 
the  hogan  together  into  mountains,  creating  a space  for  the  Dine.  These 
poles  became  four  sacred  mountains  in  four  different  cardinal  points: 

Mount  Blanca,  Mountain  Taylor,  the  San  Francisco  Peaks,  and  Mount  Hesperus. 

It  is  said  that  when  this  new  hogan  was  completed  it  was  covered  with 
dirt  which  the  Creator  manifested  as  a rainbow.  The  Dine  People  have  the 
spiritual  mission  to  protect  this  land  in  order  to  keep  the  whole  universe 
in  balance.  Near  the  center  of  the  sacred  hogan,  that  is  our  homeland,  is 
Big  Mountain  which  is  considered  our  altar,  where  people  from  the  world 
can  come  to  be  healed.  The  first  Navajo  words  we  were  taught  as  children 
were  prayers  and  that  was  made  it  possible  for  their  success  in  protecting 
our  land,  and  has  allowed  us  to  remain  here.  Even  the  Navajo  Code  Talkers 
in  World  War  II  protected  this  land  using  the  Navajo  language,  using  our 
prayer.  Religion  is  our  road,  the  corn  pollen  path.  It  is  a road  that  we 
have  made  since  childhood.  When  we  rise  every  morning  we  say  our  prayers 
and  we  pray  throughout  the  day.  Everything  one  does  is  a prayer. We  arise 
with  it  and  with  it  learn  to  walk.  This  is  our  teaching  that  is  now 
being  taken  away  from  us. 

CULTURE 

Culture  is  our  entire  livelihood.  All  parts  of  our  culture  have  their 
prayers  and  songs.  We  do  not  grab  these  ideas  from  nothing.  Even  weaving, 
farming  all  have  prayers.  The  corn  pollen  was  specifically  given  to  us  so 
long  ago.  The  different  types  of  corn,  white,  blue,  yellow  and  black  all 
come  from  prayers.  We  pray  for  them  and  we  pray  with  them.  For  the 
traditional  Dineh,  weaving  is  an  act  of  soul.  When  the  Earth  was  created 
Spider  Man  taught  us  how  to  fashion  the  loom  incorporating  the  Earth,  the 
sky  and  the  rain.  Spider  Woman  taugh  us  how  to  weave  using  symbols, 
colors.*  of  the  natural  environment.  Since  the  beginning  of  time,  we  have 
fashioned  our  clothes  with  songs,  prayers  and  praise,  with  heart,  spirit 


and  with  soul. 

LAND 

We  live  on  land.  The  man's  law  is  not  oun  law.  Nature,  food  and  the 
way  we  live  is  our  law.  The  plans  to  disrupt  and  dig  out  places  that  were 
sacred  sites  are  against  the  Creator's  law.  Our  great  ancestors  are 
buried  all  over,  they  have  become  sand,  they  have  become  the  mountains  and 
their  spiritual  presence  is  still  here  to  guide  us.  When  Navajos  were 
exiled  to  Bosque  Redondo,  New  Mexico  in  1864  it  was  an  attempt  to  steal 
what  we  had,  to  steal  from  our  souls  the  depth  of  who  we  are.  Now  it's 
occurring  again.  . The  Holy  People  gave  us  this  land  without  any  permits. 
Now  there  are  restrictions  on  chopping  wood,  planting  and  sheep  herding. 

The  Long  Walk  is  still  going  on. 

We  resist  in  order  to  keep  this  sacred  land  in  place.  We  are  doing  this 
for  our  children.  If  we  are  being  relocated  we  will  not  only  lose  our 
land,  we  lose  our  culture,  our  religion  and  we  will  not  have  anything  to 
leave  to  our  grandchildren  to  keep  our  tradition  alive.  Let  our  culture 
live,  let  our  people  herd  sheep  to  understand  the  significance  of  the 
teachings  that  the  land  gives  to  us.  Now  the  government  is  breaking  the 
whole  belief,  destroying  our  Mother  Earth. 

Everything  that  man  made,  including  the  paper  used  to  make  money  comes 
from  her,  now  they've  turned  it  around  and  using  it  to  work  against  her. 

We  need  a free  country  so  she  can  be  healed.  The  minerals  that  is  being 
taken  out  of  Mother  Earth  is  her  body.  The  coal  is  her  liver,  uranium 
is  her  lungs  and  heart  by  which  she  breathes.  The  Creator  has  told  us  we 
MUST  look  after  the  land  in  betweenthe  four  sacred  mountains,  so  if  they 
want  us  Dine  people  to  move  off  our  sacred  land  they  should  SUE  THE 
CREATOR. 

There  are  some  very  important  things  coming  up  in  the  next  few  months 
and  I would  ask  your  support  for  them.  On  February  22nd  there  are  hearing 
of  the  Manybeads  lawsuit  being  held  in  San  Francisco.  It  is  important  that 
many  people  from  the  land  attend,  so  gas  money  and  rides  are  desperately 
needed  to  get  the  people  from  here  to  San  Francisco  and  back.  Anyone 
wishing  to  help  should  contact  Louise  Benally  on  sparkles-plenty@juno.com. 
In  San  Francisco  there  will  be  demos/benefits  held,  and  the  people  from 
the  land  will  need  help  with  accomodations.  Anyone  wishing  to  help  in  this 
way  should  contact  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  on  (415)  641 
4482,  or  fax  (415)  641  1298. 

From  March  20th  to  April  15th  there  is  an  Indegenous  Peoples  Rights 
conference  being  held  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  Funds  are  again  desperately 
needed  to  allow  Louise  Benally  and  Arlene  Hamilton  to  attend.  I am  told 
that  if  some  money  can  be  gotten  within  the  next  week  then  tickets  can  be 
gotten  for  $500  each.  Please  contact  Louise  Benally  on  sparkles- 
plenty@juno.com  if  you  want  to  help.  It  is  important  that  the  people  of 
the  land  have  their  voices  heard  at  both  these  events. 

And  now,  something  completely  different.  A ViewFromTheHogan  Advertising 
Special 

Dust  before  her  accident,  Roberta  had  finished  yet  another  rug,  so  I 
offered  to  try  and  auction  it  on  the  Net  for  her.  I am  convinced  that  the 
prices  she  asks  for  her  rugs  are  way  below  what  they  are  actually  worth, 
so  this  is  a chance  to  find  out  what  the  "market"  will  bear. The  rug  is  a 
striking  design  in  red,  black,  gray,  white,  and  tan,  and  measures 
approximately  2 feet  square.  Bear  in  mind  that  because  of  her  brokem  wrist, 
, it  will  be  a while  till  another  Roberta  Blackgoat  rug  is  available,  and 
also  bear  in  mind  that  over  75  years  of  weaving  expereince  has  gone  into 
this  rug.  A photo  of  the  rug  is  shown  at  the  end  of  this  message.  Any 
serious  offers  should  be  made  to  this  email  address,  and  highest  bid  gets 
it . 

Visitors  are  now  starting  to  leave  the  land  and  head  back  out  into 
Babble-On.  My  advice  to  all  of  you  who  were  here,  and  to  those  who  have 
not  come  yet,  is  to  come  back  to  the  land  when  things  are  quiter....  your 
presence  will  be  useful,  and  you  can  take  the  sheep  out  for  a few  days  and 
get  to  know  and  feel  the  land  as  it  normally  is. 

There  is  a little  snow  falling  right  now,  but  so  far  we  are  still  way 
below  the  levels  of  precipitation  needed.  Lambing  is  peaking,  yesterday  3 
sets  of  twins  were  born  to  the  flock.  Soon  we  will  need  help  with 


preparing  the  cornfields  and  gardens,  and  then  shearing  time  is  upon  us. 

Good  reliable  help  is  always  needed. 

Once  again,  many  thanks  to  all  of  you,  especially  all  the  readers  of  VFH 
that  I have  recently  met  here. 

For  all  my  relations 

BoPeep.  (reachable  via  Unclejake74@hotmail.com)  P.S.  I have  heard 
that  some  people  have  emailed  me  and  I haven't  received  the  messages,  also, 
through  my  own  stupidity  I sometimes  "lose"  email  addresses  before  I get 
chance  to  reply,  so  if  you  have  written  me  more  than  2 weeks  ago  and  not 
yet  received  a reply,  please  resend. 

[Unable  to  display  image] 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 

— "RE:  Thomas  Banyacya  on  the  Hopi-Navajo  Land  Dispute"  

Date:  03  Feb  2000  04:39:13  GMT 
From:  jtroad@aol.com  (Harvey  Arden) 

Sub j : Thomas  Banyacya  on  the  "Hopi-Navajo  Land  Dispute" 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Here's  what  the  late  Hopi  traditional  spiritual  Elder  and  Interpreter 
of  the  Hopi  Prophecies  Thomas  Banyacya  had  to  say  in  1989  about  the 
"Hopi-  Navajo  land  dispute." 

"There's  no  'Hopi-Navajo  Land  Dispute.'  There's  only  White  Man's 
endless  greed.  We  'traditionals ' don't  recognize  the  Hopi  and  Navajo 
tribal  councils  that  your  government  set  up  like  puppets  so  they  could 
sign  away  our  land.  It's  all  because  the  mining  companies  want  the  coal, 
and  even  more  they  want  the  uranium  to  create  nuclear  weapons.  Our 
Prophecies  speak  of  those  weapons.  They're  called  the  Gourd  of  Ashes  that 
the  White  Man  will  throw  back  and  forth  and  there  will  be  a fire  in  the 
sky  that  no  one  can  put  out. 

"If  you  don't  stop  what  you're  doing.  Nature  will  intervene.  Other 
forces  far  beyond  your  control  will  come  into  play.  The  last  stages  are 
here  now.  All  these  earthquakes  and  volcanoes  and  fires  and  hurricanes- 
these  are  the  final  signs,  the  final  warnings.  These  are  the  last  stages. 
Our  Prophecies  tell  us  in  the  last  stages  the  White  Man  will  steal  our 
lands.  It's  all  happening  now. 

We  pray  and  meditate  and  ask  the  Great  Spirit  to  keep  the  world 
together  a while  longer. 

"But  it's  coming.  The  Purifiers  are  coming." 

".The  Navajos  help  guard  the  land  for  the  Hopi.  We  don't  want  them  to 
leave.  This  is  their  sacred  land,  too.  The  White  Man  is  the  one  who 
needs  to  leave  before  Nature  intervenes.  The  Great  Spirit  made  us 
caretakers  of  this  land.  We  take  care  of  it  with  our  prayers  and  our 
ceremony.  Now  you  poison  it  and  rape  it  and  destroy  it  with  your  strip 
mines  and  uranium  tailings  and  power  plants-all  on  sacred  land!  And  you 
try  to  chase  the  last  few  Indians  off  so  you  can  do  your  dirty  work! 

"You  ask  me  what  you  can  do?  I'll  tell  you.  Repeal  Public  Law  93-531. 

We  didn't  pass  it.  You  passed  it.  It's  your  shame,  not  ours.  You 
created  it.  Now  you  repeal  it!  There's  still  time,  tell  your  President, 
tell  your  Senators,  tell  your  Congressmen-they  must  repeal  this  genocidal 
law ! " 

from  WISDOMKEEPERS:  MEETINGS  WITH  NATIVE  AMERICAN  SPIRITUAL  ELDERS,  pp. 95-97 

Become  an  Army  of  One! 

Exercise  your  Conscience  by  exercising  your  Vote! 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  on  your  Ballot  in  2000! 
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The  following  was  forwarded  to  me  by  the  wife  of  the  Hopi  Chairman. 
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The  Hopi  Tribe 
Land  Team 
P.0.  Box  123 

Kykotsmovi,  Arizona  86039 
(520)  734-3000 
Hopi . nsn . us 

EDITORIAL 

For  Immediate  Release 

For  more  information  contact: 

Eugene  Kaye 

Hopi  Sovereignty  Attacked 

New  Age  Terminators  Agitate  Tensions 

Indian  Country  Today  November  8-15  Issue 

Kykotsmovi,  AZ,  November  29,  1999  - At  the  recent  conference  of  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  held  in  Palm  Springs,  California, 
the  most  significant  reaffirmation  by  America's  Indian  Nations  was  the 
critical  importance  of  tribal  sovereignty. 

Therefore,  it  was  disconcerting  to  find  on  the  front  page  of  the  October 
11-18  issue  of  Indian  Country  Today,  a story  entitled  "Coal:  Economics  vs. 
Culture,  Navajos  face  forced  relocation  Feb  1,  2000." 

Quite  simply,  this  is  a story  about  28  resisting  individual  Navajos  who 
refuse  to  recognize  the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

It  is  a sad  and  over  sensationalized  saga  of  Navajo  individuals  who  refuse 
to  sign  a lease  agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  on  whose  lands  they  reside 
and  who,  rather  then  acknowledge  the  effects  of  their  own  choices,  choose 
instead  to  blame  other  irrelevant  factors,  such  as  coal  development,  for 
their  eventual  eviction  from  Hopiland. 

In  other  words,  these  are  individuals  who  have  moved  into  the  backyard 
of  the  Hopi  nation  and  now,  several  years  later  following  settlement  of 
the  matter,  do  not  want  to  sign  a lease  nor  do  they  want  to  move  off  of 
Hopi  lands  voluntarily.  Then  when  an  eviction  notice  is  served,  they  cry 
human  rights,  genocide  and  ethnic  cleansing  to  justify  their  unlawful 
presence  on  the  land.  If  this  were  to  happen  to  any  private  property 
owner  in  the  United  States,  there  would  be  an  outcry  - and  rightly  so. 

In  blatantly  defying  the  sovereignty  of  the  Hopi  nation,  the  resisting 
Navajos  have  attempted  to  smokescreen  the  issue  by  stating  through  the 
media  that  this  is  an  issue  of  coal  development  so  that  the 
environmentalist  can  sign  on  to  their  cause. 

What  is  not  told  in  the  media  is  the  peaceful  effort  of  hundreds  of 
Navajo  and  Hopi  people  who  have  worked  hard  to  settle  land  issues  through 
an  accord  that  involved  the  three  sovereigns  - the  Hopi  nation,  Navajo 
nation,  and  the  U.S.  Government.  These  are  individuals  who  want  peace 
between  themselves  and  a future  that  is  not  mired  in  animosity  or 
intertribal  conflict. 

What  was  made  clear  at  NCAI  was  that  Indian  nations  hold  dear,  the 
sovereignty  which  is  embodied  in  tribal  powers  to  exercise  jurisdictional 
authority  over  their  lands  and  issues  within  their  borders.  The  resisting 
Navajo  instead  mock  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  tribal  governments  by  insisting  in 
their  media  campaign  that  they  are  nothing  more  than  puppet  governments. 
Further,  they  have  challenged  the  sovereignty  of  the  Hopi  nation  by 
calling  on  non-Indian  so-called  "activist"  to  insert  their  presence  into 
the  intertribal  affairs  of  two  neighboring  tribes. 

The  insertion  of  non-Indians  into  Indian  affairs  --  which  rightfully 
belongs  to  tribal  governments  --  is  a serious  problem.  Indian  nations 
have  consistently  fought  against  non-Indian  interference  that  diminishes 
tribal  sovereignty.  Why?  Because  Sovereignty,  as  reaffirmed  by  Indian 
nations  at  NCAI,  is  not  a concept,  it  is  the  very  spirit  and  heart  which 
makes  tribal  governments  — governments. 

In  Indian  country,  the  Slade  Gortons  of  the  world  who  want  to  erode. 


diminish  or  do  away  with  tribal  sovereignty  come  in  different  shades  and 
forms.  On  the  Hopi  Reservation,  these  new  age  "Terminators"  are  the  non- 
Indian  agitators  and  the  resisting  Navajo  who  have  no  intention  of  living 
peacefully  with  the  Hopi.  They  would  rather  create  political  warfare  and 
false  hopes  rather  than  to  devote  the  same  level  of  energy  to  a peaceful 
coexistence . 

The  Hopi  Tribe  is  committed  to  a policy  of  exercising  Hopi  sovereignty 
on  all  of  Hopi  land.  There  can  be  no  exceptions. 

If  the  resisting  Navajo  and  their  friends  have  their  way,  they  will 
diminish  tribal  sovereignty  across  the  board  for  all  tribes.  Don't  let 
their  campaign  of  deception  fool  you. 

Sincerely, 

Lenora  Lewis 
Chairperson,  Land  Team 
The  Hopi  Tribe 
Issue  Date  11/29/99 
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Note  last  sentence  in  story. 

Martha 

City  takes  ownership  of  Indian  property  for  back  taxes 
The  Associated  Press 
2/10/00  11:28  AM 

SHERRILL,  N.Y.  (AP)  --  City  officials  have  followed  through  on  their 
promise  to  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  --  the  city  took  ownership  of  three 
parcels  of  land  occupied  by  the  tribe. 

"We  are  the  owners  of  record,"  City  Manager  David  Parker  said  after 
Wednesday's  action. 

Parker  said  the  city's  deed  to  the  property  was  filed  formally  with  the 
Oneida  County  Clerk's  office  after  the  Oneida  Nation  failed  to  pay  back 
taxes  by  Tuesday's  deadline.  The  Sherrill  City  Commission  will  decide  on 
Monday  what  the  city's  next  move  is. 

The  Nation  turned  down  the  city's  request  to  pay  the  taxes  under  protest. 

The  takeover  of  the  property,  which  is  home  to  the  tribe's  OTD  textile 
plant,  sets  the  stage  for  a possible  confrontation  with  the  Oneidas,  who 
claim  that  their  property  is  not  subject  to  taxation  because  the  tribe  is 
a sovereign  nation. 

"Linder  federal  law,  the  county  does  not  have  the  authority  (to  tax 
Indian  land),"  said  Richard  Lynch,  a member  of  the  Oneida  Nation's 
governing  council.  "There's  a law  here,  a relationship.  It's  not  that  the 
Nation  just  refuses  to  pay." 

The  Oneidas  filed  a lawsuit  Friday  in  federal  court  asking  for  an 
injunction  to  block  the  foreclosure.  The  plant  employs  27  people  and  plans 
to  hire  eight  to  10  more  this  year.  Nation  officials  said. 

Sherrill  Mayor  Dwight  Evans  said  there  is  no  deadline  to  act  if  the 
commission  should  decide  to  evict  the  textile  business.  In  all,  the  city 
has  started  foreclosure  proceedings  on  10  parcels  owned  by  the  Oneidas 
for  nonpayment  of  approximately  $12,000  in  city  property  taxes. 

The  deed  transfer  went  ahead  despite  a letter  from  Oneida  Nation 
attorney  Michael  R.  Smith  asking  Sherrill  attorney  Charles  King  to  "defer 
further  foreclosure  and  eviction  action." 

Smith  said  such  an  agreement  would  avoid  legal  action  and  preserve 
Sherrill's  future  right  to  renew  its  claim  "that  taxes,  penalties  and 
interest  are  owed,  or  to  claim  that  it  has  acquired  title  to  the 
properties  in  question." 

Lynch  said  he  viewed  the  deed  transfer  as  "kind  of  shuffling  of  papers." 


He  said  the  question  of  the  taxable  status  of  Oneida  Nation  property  will 
be  settled  ultimately  by  a negotiated  settlement  of  the  Oneida  Indian 
land  claim. 


- — "RE:  Judge  OKs  Sovereignty  of  Kickapoos"  
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The  Topeka  Capital- Journal 
Judge  OKs  sovereignty  of  Kickapoos 
By  ANDREA  ALBRIGHT 
The  Capital- Journal 

HORTON  --  A federal  judge  Wednesday  restricted  government  jurisdiction 
over  Indian  reservations , ruling  in  support  of  tribal  sovereignty. 

The  court  case  followed  an  incident  in  April  1999  when  Brown  County 
sheriff's  Deputy  Randy  Linck  accompanied  a tow  truck  driver  to  repossess  a 
vehicle  on  the  Kickapoo  Nation  reservation  west  of  Horton.  Later  that 
month,  the  tribe  filed  a complaint  in  federal  court  asking  a judge  to 
decide  whether  county  officials  could  enforce  civil  actions  on  sovereign 
land . 

U.S.  District  Judge  Sam  A.  Crow's  decision  will  prohibit  anyone  but 
tribal  police  from  physically  repossessing  vehicles,  serving  garnishment 
papers  or  delivering  court  orders  for  unpaid  bills  or  back  child  support. 
However,  civil  processes  may  still  be  served  by  mail  without  being  in 
violation  of  the  tribe's  jurisdiction. 

Brown  County  Sheriff  Lamar  Shoemaker  said  that  as  information  came  out 
during  the  hearing,  he  had  come  to  agree  with  the  judge's  decision.  But  he 
said  there  may  still  be  ways  to  serve  many  of  the  county's  civil  actions. 

"We  may  attempt  to  serve  off  the  reservation, " he  said.  "But  after 
investigating  the  deal,  I agree  with  the  fact  that  they  retain  their  civil 
jurisdiction . " 

The  judge's  decision,  however,  explicitly  states  that  a person  or  entity 
may  file  lawful  actions  in  Kickapoo  District  Court  or  request  the  tribal 
court  or  tribal  police  to  assist  in  the  serving  process. 

Neither  the  plaintiff  nor  the  defendant  asked  for  damages  or 
reimbursement  in  the  case.  The  parties  agreed  to  waive  all  rights  of 
appeal . 

Shoemaker  said  the  decision  wouldn't  affect  criminal  pursuit  or 
investigation,  but  he  said  he  was  glad  the  court  had  clarified  the 
county's  responsibility  on  the  reservation. 

"Our  main  deal  is  criminal,"  he  said.  "The  civil  jurisdiction  is 
something  that  has  been  picked  up  for  the  last  130  years  and  nobody  knew 
it  was  wrong  until  it  was  discovered  here  lately." 

Copyright  c.  2000 

The  Topeka  Capital- Journal/CJ  Online. 
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'Return  of  Navajo  Boy'  Documentary  Takes  A Closer  Look  at  Utah's  'Postcard 
Indians ' 

BY  CHRISTOPHER  SMITH 
c.  THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 
1/22/2000 


PARK  CITY  --  Growing  up,  leff  Spitz  remembers  watching  the  old  Hollywood 
western  movies  set  against  Utah's  Monument  Valley,  where  vertical  outcrops 
of  red  sandstone  reach  out  from  the  desert  floor,  resembling  ruins  of 
immense  Greek  temples. 

"The  only  reference  point  I had  for  Monument  Valley  was  the  image  of  a 
stage  coach  passing  by  a rock  formation  that  looked  like  a volcano  with  a 
flat  top,"  said  Spitz,  a Chicago  documentary  filmmaker. 

"I  remember  thinking,  'Hollywood  really  went  all  out  to  bring  those 
Indians  that  far  away  to  film  this.  ' I had  no  concept  people  actually 
lived  out  there.  That's  how  well  their  story  has  been  told." 

Now,  Spitz  comes  to  the  Sundance  Film  Festival  with  a documentary  he 
directed  that  is  the  antithesis  of  the  Hollywood  image  of  Monument  Valley. 
"The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy"  is  the  story  of  the  Cly  family,  Utah's 
"postcard  Indians,"  the  Navajos  who  appeared  in  thousands  of  tourist 
photos,  travel  brochures  and  movie  productions,  helping  crystallize  an 
artificial  image  of  the  Old  West. 

It  is  a behind-the-scenes  portrait  of  Navajo  life  in  Monument  Valley, 
told  by  those  whose  faces  were  frequently  seen  but  whose  voices  were  never 
heard.  "The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy"  chronicles  the  discovery  of  an  old  film 
clip  in  a Chicago  attic  and  how  it  leads  to  the  Clys  in  Monument  Valley 
and  eventually  reunites  the  family  with  a brother  --  named  Dohn  Wayne  Cly 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  star  himself  --  who  was  taken  by  "white 
missionaries"  40  years  ago. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  unusual  aspects  of  the  film  is  the  Navajo  voice 
that  emerges.  From  a culture  that  is  traditionally  shy  and  reluctant  to 
talk  openly  with  outsiders,  the  Clys  deliver  a frank  account  of  life  in 
Monument  Valley,  from  posing  for  tourists'  snapshots  to  living  atop 
uranium  mine  tailings  that  create  health  problems  ignored  by  the  federal 
government . 

"So  many  tourists  go  through  Monument  Valley  to  take  pictures  that  when 
you  have  that  happening  constantly  in  your  life,  you  sort  of  warm  up  to 
the  outside  element  and  are  more  comfortable  in  front  of  a camera,"  said 
Bennie  Klain,  a Navajo  from  Tonalea  who  co-produced  the  film  with  Spitz. 
"Had  this  story  been  anywhere  else  on  the  Rez  besides  Monument  Valley,  I 
don't  know  if  the  people  would  have  been  as  open  telling  their  story." 

Like  many  of  the  independent,  shoestring-budget  films  being  screened  at 
the  Sundance  festival,  the  story  behind  the  making  of  "Return  of  the 
Navajo  Boy"  is  its  own  drama.  Spitz,  who  has  written,  produced  and 
directed  documentaries  for  PBS,  ABC,  A&E  and  The  Learning  Channel,  was 
drawn  into  the  project  when  his  father-in-law  introduced  him  to  Chicago 
homebuilder  Bill  Kennedy,  who  was  curious  about  a silent  film  he  had  found 
among  his  father's  possessions. 

Called  "Navajo  Boy,"  the  movie  told  a quaint  story  about  a young  Navajo 
in  Monument  Valley  whose  family  falls  ill.  The  boy  rides  a donkey  to  find 
the  medicine  man,  who  performs  a healing  ceremony  that  nurses  the  family 
back  to  health. 

Produced  by  Kennedy's  late  father,  the  short  was  filmed  in  the  early 
1950s  and  had  sat  in  the  family's  attic  for  decades.  Kennedy  wanted  Spitz 
to  help  him  find  the  people  in  the  movie  and  return  the  film  to  them, 
hoping  to  understand  more  about  his  father  in  the  process. 

"He  asked  me  if  I would  be  willing  to  do  some  research,  but  I had  never 
even  met  a Navajo  and  didn't  know  who  to  call  or  where  to  start,"  said 
Spitz.  "I  was  told  the  Newberry  Library  [in  Chicago]  had  the  best 
collection  and  research  on  Native  Americans  in  the  country." 

The  reaction  he  got  from  the  American  Indian  scholars  at  the  Newberry 
was  not  encouraging. 

"They  told  me  to  burn  it,  to  destroy  it  immediately,"  said  Spitz.  "They 
said  the  film  has  a lot  of  power  because  it  included  the  ceremony  that 
should  not  have  been  filmed  and  it  should  not  be  shown  to  anyone.  It 
really  disturbed  me,  but  I knew  that  this  was  the  start  of  something,  not 
the  end  of  it." 

On  a whim.  Spitz  printed  still  photos  from  the  movie  and  traveled  to 
Monument  Valley  to  try  to  find  the  people  pictured  in  the  old  movie. 

Showing  the  photos  to  strangers  in  Monument  Valley  began  a twisting 
odyssey  that  eventually  resulted  in  the  film  that  will  premiere  Sunday  at 


1 p.m.  as  the  centerpiece  of  Sundance's  Native  Forum,  with  its  public 
screening  Friday,  Ian.  28,  at  3 p.m.  at  the  Yarrow  Theater  in  Park  City. 

Rather  than  being  offended  by  the  original  film,  the  Cly  family  used  it 
as  a starting  point  to  tell  the  rest  of  their  story,  from  how  they  became 
living  props  for  the  tourist  and  movie  trade  in  Monument  Valley  to  how  the 
family  worked  in  the  uranium  mines. 

"This  documentary  exposes  a gross  injustice  inflicted  on  American 
families,"  said  former  Interior  Secretary  Stewart  Udall,  who  has 
unsuccessfully  brought  suit  against  the  U.S.  government  and  uranium-mining 
companies  on  behalf  of  Bernie  Cly  and  other  Navajos  who  maintain  their 
health  has  been  impaired  by  the  nuclear  industry.  "In  the  very  area  where 
the  Cly  family  lives  today  we  are  finding  a higher  than  usual  incidence  of 
birth  defects,  kidney  problems,  cancers  and  bone  deformities." 

The  Cly  family  has  been  invited  to  attend  the  premier  by  Sundance 
organizers,  although  Spitz  and  Klain  both  wonder  how  a hardscrabble  family 
of  Navajos  from  southernmost  Utah  will  interact  with  the  black  turtleneck 
and  cell-phone  crowd. 

"The  Clys  have  been  exposed  to  gaping  white  people  ever  since  they  were 
in  their  Mom's  belly,  but  they  want  people  to  know  their  story,"  said 
Spitz . 

"They  wanted  to  make  a picture  of  their  own  and  finally  get  to  tell  the 
story  that  Flollywood  never  bothered  to  ask  about." 
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Crow  Tribe's  1995  resort  tax  upheld  by  Indian  appeals  court 
By  LORNA  THACKERAY 
Of  The  Gazette  Staff 

A 4 percent  resort  tax  the  Crow  Tribe  seeks  to  impose  on  tourists,  both 
Indian  and  non-Indian,  has  been  upheld  by  the  Crow  Court  of  Appeals. 

In  a 38-page  opinion  issued  earlier  this  month,  the  three-judge  panel 
held  that  tribes  still  have  broad  authority  to  tax,  even  in  light  of 
recent  federal  court  decisions  that  have  narrowed  tribal  jurisdiction  over 
non-Indians.  The  tribes'  authority  to  tax  exceeds  its  powers  of 
adjudicating  civil  matters  involving  non-Indians,  the  judges  wrote. 

Their  ruling  represents  the  tribal  court's  final  act  in  a case  brought 
more  than  four  years  ago  by  five  non-Indian  businesses  challenging  the 
resort  tax  approved  by  the  Crow  Tribal  Council  on  Ian.  14,  1995.  The 
decision  affirmed  a Ian.  5,  1998,  ruling  from  a lower  tribal  court 
upholding  the  tax. 

The  appeals  court  decision,  however,  doesn't  mean  the  legal  issues  are 
all  settled.  In  October,  the  same  five  businesses  filed  a lawsuit  in  U.S. 
District  Court  in  Billings  challenging  the  tribe's  right  to  impose  or 
collect  the  tax.  That  lawsuit  is  still  pending  before  Chief  U.S.  District 
Judge  Jack  Shanstrom. 

John  Fredericks  III,  attorney  for  the  tribe,  said  another  case  with 
almost  identical  facts  is  pending  at  the  10th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in 
Denver.  Although  federal  district  court  decisions  in  Montana  are  reviewed 
by  the  U.S.  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  headquartered  in  San  Francisco,  a 
ruling  in  the  10th  Circuit  would  be  looked  at  closely  by  other  federal 
courts . 

In  the  10th  Circuit  case,  attempts  by  the  Navajo  to  impose  a hotel  tax 
is  being  considered,  Fredericks  said. 

The  Crow  tax  has  a wide  reach.  It  applies  to  gross  receipts  from  all 
goods  and  services  sold  on  the  reservation  in  connection  with  a resort 
business.  That  includes,  campgrounds,  dude  ranches,  guest  ranches,  hunting 
and  fishing  lodges,  bed  and  breakfast  establishments,  souvenir  shops. 


hotels,  motels,  hunting  and  guiding  services,  and  recreation  equipment 
rentals.  Under  Crow  law,  the  tax  is  to  be  imposed  on  the  consumer  and  be 
collected  by  the  resort  owner.  The  owner  would  be  allowed  to  keep  2 
percent  of  the  tax  to  cover  administrative  costs. 

Non-Indian  business  owners  challenging  the  tax  paid  it  under  protest  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1995,  but  have  not  paid  since  filing  their  first 
legal  action  in  tribal  court  about  the  same  time. 

Plaintiffs  in  the  lawsuit  are  Gordon  Rose  and  Dune  Rose,  doing  business 
as  Quill  Gordon  Fly  Fishers;  Big  Horn  Country  Outfitters,  Inc.;  Recreation 
Development  Systems,  Inc.;  Doe  S.  Bassett,  doing  business  as  Schively 
Ranch;  Miracle  Trust,  doing  business  as  Little  Big  Horn  Camp;  and  Big  Horn 
Business  Association. 

Their  attorney.  Dim  Torske  of  Hardin,  could  not  be  reached  for  comment 
Monday. 

Recently,  federal  courts  reviewing  tribal  court  jurisdiction  over  non- 
Indians  on  the  reservation  have  sliced  away  at  the  tribe's  civil  authority. 
A 1981  U.S.  Supreme  Court  case  that  pitted  Montana  and  the  Crow  Tribe 
against  each  other  in  a fight  for  control  of  the  Bighorn  River  is  often 
used  as  the  baseline.  In  that  case,  the  court  ruled  that  unless  Congress 
has  specifically  authorized  it,  Indian  tribes  do  not  have  civil  authority 
over  non-Indians  on  non-Indian  lands  within  reservation  boundaries. 

In  1997,  the  court  further  limited  tribal  court  jurisdiction  in  a case 
that  involved  non-Indians  involved  in  an  accident  on  a state  highway 
through  the  Fort  Berthold  Reservation  in  North  Dakota.  The  court  ruled 
that  a tribal  court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  hear  civil  matters  arising  on  a 
federally  granted  highway  right-of-way  . That  ruling  has  been  used  to 
further  erode  tribal  jurisdiction  over  non-Indians  on  the  reservations . 

But  the  Crow  Tribal  Appeals  court  said  in  upholding  the  Crow  resort  tax 
that  while  those  decisions  were  based  largely  on  the  status  of  the  land 
where  non-Indians  were  operating  - fee  lands  and  federally  granted  rights 
of  way  - taxation  was  not  necessarily  bound  by  the  same  limitations. 
Decisions  in  the  Montana  and  North  Dakota  cases  were  based  on  narrow  land- 
status  issues  and  don't  automatically  apply  to  reservation  wide  issues 
such  as  taxation. 

Taxation  has  long  been  recognized  by  the  courts  as  an  essential  power  of 
tribal  government,  the  judges  said,  and  taxpayers  have  not  been  limited  to 
members  of  the  tribe. 

Although  the  plaintiffs  in  the  case  maintain  that  the  tribe  does  not 
provide  substantial  benefits  to  justify  the  tax,  the  appeals  court  judges 
said  ample  evidence  was  produced  to  show  that  the  tribe  does  provide 
government  services  for  the  benefit  of  tourists.  They  include  law 
enforcement,  fire  protection,  road  construction  and  maintenance,  wildlife 
management,  education,  public  utilities  services  and  health  and  welfare 
services . 

Four  of  the  five  business  owners  testified  before  the  tribal  court  that 
their  customers  used  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  roads;  another  said  the 
tribal  fire  department  put  out  a fire  that  threatened  his  property;  and 
another  said  that  he  called  tribal  police  when  disturbances  occurred  at 
his  business,  the  judges  wrote. 

At  the  same  time  the  demand  for  services  on  the  reservation  is 
increasing,  the  amount  of  money  provided  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
has  been  drastically  reduced,  the  judges  said.  The  tribe  has  to  spend  more 
of  its  own  budget  making  up  the  difference,  they  said. 

The  ruling  was  signed  by  Chief  Tribal  Court  Dudge  Glen  Birdinground, 

Dudge  Donald  A.  Stewart  Sr.  and  Special  Dudge  Brenda  C.  Desmon. 
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Sunday,  January  30,  2000 
3emez  Pueblo  Managing  Tourists 
By  Leslie  Linthicum  Of  the  Journal 

PUEBLO  OF  JEMEZ  --  The  people  of  Jemez  Pueblo  were  tired  of 
tourists  maneuvering  their  wide  minivans  down  the  narrow  dirt  roads 
of  their  village.  They  were  weary  of  knocks  on  their  doors  from 
strangers  and  sick  of  being  interrupted  by  questions  as  they  baked  in 
their  hornos  or  hung  out  their  wash. 

So  in  1993,  the  pueblo  opened  a small  visitors  center  down  a lane 
off  N.M.  4,  the  busy  highway  that  splits  the  village,  and  put  up  signs 
directing  tourists  there. 

The  problem  got  worse. 

"People  would  come  to  that  center  and  get  curious,"  said  Rebecca 
Grandbois,  director  of  tourism  for  the  pueblo.  "And  they'd  leave  and 
still  want  to  take  a peek." 

By  1995,  the  message  at  community  meetings  was  loud  and  clear: 

Get  tourism  out  of  the  village. 

And  so  began  a new  approach  to  the  relationship  between  a 
traditionally  private  pueblo  and  the  tourists  it  counts  on  to  prop  up  its 
economy.  Call  the  new  attitude:  We  love  you  --  on  our  terms. 

That  attitude  is  behind  three  undertakings  --  a new  road  that  will 
carry  traffic  around  the  village;  a newly  opened,  full-service  visitor 
center  that  aims  to  satisfy  tourists'  curiosity  about  pueblo  village  life 
without  allowing  them  to  tour  the  village;  and  paid,  guided  tours  for 
those  tourists  for  whom  a trip  to  the  visitor  center  is  not  enough. 

Grandbois  said  the  pueblo  wants  to  say  no  to  invasive  requests  and 
encourage  tourists  to  learn  about  Jemez  under  the  pueblo's  conditions. 

"We're  here  to  educate  visitors  and  draw  them  here  away  from  the 
village,"  Grandbois  said.  "This  will  be  their  first  and,  most  times,  only 
contact  with  the  pueblo." 

Visitors  who  want  to  meet  a potter  or  buy  directly  from  a potter  can 
arrange  to  meet  at  the  center  or  at  the  potter's  home. 

And  tourists  who  want  to  tour  the  pueblo  and  learn  about  village  life 
may  join  a group  tour  that  includes  a bread-making  demonstration,  a 
pueblo  feast  and  dances. 

Difficult  road 

N.M.  4 has  bisected  the  pueblo  for  decades,  carrying  thousands  of 
vehicles  through  the  little  village  every  day. 

The  Jemez  people  never  wanted  a paved  road  through  their  village. 

They  protested  plans  to  widen  and  pave  the  route  in  the  early  1940s 
but  were  sued  by  the  state  of  New  Mexico  for  the  right  of  way  and 
lost . 

Today,  about  4,000  cars  and  trucks  rumble  up  and  down  N.M.  4. 

Jemez  is  the  only  one  of  the  19  pueblos  with  a major  highway  cutting 
through  its  center. 

Cows,  horses  and  dogs  have  been  struck  and  killed  crossing  the 
road  at  the  pueblo.  An  elderly  man  was  hit  and  injured  by  a car 
several  years  ago. 

On  busy  weekends,  traffic  is  bumper  to  bumper. 

When  drivers  on  their  way  to  or  from  the  Jemez  Mountains  want  to 
buy  pottery  or  take  a look  at  how  Indians  live,  they  turn  off  the 
highway  and  drive  or  walk  through  the  village's  narrow  streets, 
peeking  into  yards  and  houses. 

"The  way  the  pueblo  is  situated,  it's  very  exposed,"  said  pueblo  1st 
Lt.  Gov.  Sam  Chinana.  "People  get  off  that  road  and  they're  in 
everybody's  back  yard.  It's  like  at  the  zoo.  You're  on  display." 

A highway  running  through  town  has  also  been  a blessing.  The  red 
rock  canyon  north  of  the  village  is  crowded  on  spring  and  summer 


days  with  visitors  buying  Indian  tacos,  Frito  pies,  bread,  enchiladas  and 
empanadas  from  pueblo  families.  And  lemez  pots  and  storyteller 
figures  are  collected  worldwide. 

The  pueblo  profits  from  tourism,  Chinana  said,  but  wants  to  direct 
the  process  rather  than  be  its  victim. 

"It's  not  that  we're  antisocial,"  he  said.  "We're  trying  to  manage  our 
lives . " 

Taking  their  lives  back 

In  the  future,  visitors  will  see  lemez  Pueblo  when  and  where  the 
pueblo  chooses. 

The  planned  bypass  road  forks  off  from  N.M.  4 just  south  of  the 
pueblo  village,  follows  a route  about  a quarter  mile  to  the  east  of  N.M. 

4 and  dumps  travelers  out  north  of  the  pueblo  village  and  just  south  of 
Red  Rock  Canyon,  where  the  new  visitor  center  sits.  There,  visitors 
can  tour  an  exhibit  that  explains  the  lemez  peoples'  history,  ask 
questions  and  buy  T-shirts,  pottery,  jewelry  and  other  souvenirs. 

Plans  call  for  a nature  walk  and  a two-room  traditional  pueblo  field 
house  eventually. 

About  a dozen  artists  who  market  their  pottery  with  signs  on  their 
homes  in  the  lemez  village  will  have  to  find  new  ways  to  advertise 
and  sell  their  work,  either  at  the  visitor  center  or  by  making 
appointments  to  have  buyers  visit  their  homes,  Grandbois  said. 

When  the  bypass  is  built,  the  road  through  the  village  will  be 
blockaded  where  it  connects  to  the  new  road,  Chinana  said.  Entry  to 
the  pueblo  village  will  be  through  a new  main  entrance  road  that  will 
intersect  the  bypass  road. 

It's  all  part  of  what  New  Mexico's  Indian  tribes  will  struggle  with  in 
coming  years:  achieving  a balance  between  preserving  their  unique 
way  of  life  while  courting  the  tourist  dollar. 

Lorentino  Lalio,  director  of  Indian  tourism  for  the  state  of  New 
Mexico,  said  interpretive  centers  like  lemez ' s and  one  at  Acoma 
Pueblo  will  be  the  salvation  of  pueblos  as  tourist  numbers  increase. 

Lalio  has  been  talking  to  officials  at  other  pueblos  about  establishing 
visitor  centers  a mile  or  more  away  from  their  village  centers,  with  the 
option  of  shuttle  service  into  the  villages  for  tourists  who  want  that 
experience. 

"It  doesn't  pollute  the  main  village  area  while  it  still  offers  controlled 
access  to  visitors,"  Lalio  said.  "I  would  like  to  see  that  as  a model." 

<>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <> 

"Children  have  never  been  very  good  at  listening  to  their  elders,  but  they 
have  never  failed  to  imitate  them." 
lames  Baldwin 
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Ute  Leader  Hails  'New  Beginning' 

Sunday,  February  6,  2000 
BY  DIM  WOOLF 
THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

A U.S.  Department  of  Energy  proposal  to  return  84,000  acres  in  eastern 
Utah  to  the  northern  Utes  is  being  hailed  by  a tribal  leader  as  a "new 
beginning  for  Indian  Country  as  a whole." 

Roland  McCook,  chairman  of  the  Utes'  business  committee,  said  in  an 
interview  he  hoped  the  decision  marks  a new  willingness  by  the  federal 


government  to  resolve  long-standing  land  disputes  with  tribes  all  over  the 
country. 

Most  tribes  in  North  America  lost  their  ancestral  lands  in  the  late  1800s 
when  they  were  forced  onto  reservations.  Many,  including  the  northern  Utes, 
later  lost  parts  of  their  reservations. 

A check  with  several  other  tribes  in  Utah  finds  the  loss  of  traditional 
land  remains  a sore  point  they  would  like  to  see  addressed.  But  the  Ute 
claim  on  this  84,000  acres  is  "in  a class  by  itself,"  said  Dohn  Paul 
Kennedy,  attorney  for  the  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Goshute  which  live 
along  the  Utah-Nevada  border. 

"That's  not  to  say,  however,  that  other  tribes,  including  the  one  that  I 
represent,  haven't  been  discussing  the  possibility  of  obtaining  other  lands 
that  were  at  one  time  aboriginal,"  added  Kennedy. 

He  would  like  to  see  tribes  given  priority  to  acquire  any  surplus  public 
lands  within  their  traditional  territory. 

But  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  prohibited  under  existing  law 
from  simply  turning  land  over  to  tribes  or  anyone  else,  said  spokesman  Tom 
Gorrey.  Returning  land  to  the  tribes  would  require  action  by  Congress.  Other 
than  the  Ute  proposal,  which  Rep.  Chris  Cannon  is  handling  in  Congress, 
there  are  no  other  Utah  land  returns  pending. 

Danny  Quintana,  attorney  for  the  Skull  Valley  Band  of  the  Goshutes,  said 
this  tribe's  18,000-acre  reservation  in  Tooele  County's  Skull  Valley  is  a 
tiny  piece  of  traditional  lands  that  were  shared  with  tribal  members  now 
associated  with  the  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Goshutes. 

Goshutes  once  lived  and  hunted  throughout  much  of  the  Salt  Lake  and 
Tooele  valleys  and  had  territory  extending  south  toward  Delta.  They  now 
live  on  two  small  reservations  with  two  independent  tribal  governments. 

"A  good  portion  of  what  is  out  there  in  the  West  Desert  could,  and 
should,  be  given  back  to  both  tribes,"  said  Quintana. 

The  Skull  Valley  Band  has  alienated  many  of  Utah's  leaders  by  leasing  820 
acres  of  its  land  for  a temporary  storage  facility  for  spent  fuel  from 
America's  nuclear  power  plants.  Quintana  acknowledged  it  might  be  difficult 
to  generate  political  support  for  returning  land  to  the  Skull  Valley  Band 
until  the  nuclear  waste  issue  is  resolved. 

Geneal  Anderson,  chairwoman  of  the  Paiute  Indian  Tribe  of  Utah,  knows  all 
about  the  loss  of  land.  She  comes  from  the  Indian  Peaks  Band  of  the  Paiutes 
that  once  controlled  thousands  of  acres  in  southwestern  Utah.  The  band  now 
has  a mere  500  acres. 

The  Utah  Paiute  tribe  was  "terminated"  legally  in  1954,  and  then 
"restored"  again  in  1980,  she  explained.  The  reconstituted  tribe  was  given 
several  parcels  in  southwestern  Utah  totaling  about  33,000  acres,  land 
previously  controlled  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

Many  of  these  BLM  parcels  are  not  productive  and  tribal  members  struggle 
to  scratch  out  a living,  noted  Anderson.  Although  more  land  would  be  helpful, 
she  said  there  are  no  efforts  under  way  to  acquire  it. 

Leaders  of  the  Navajo  Nation  did  not  respond  to  repeated  requests  for 
information  about  any  claims  they  might  have  in  Utah. 

McCook  said  that  what  now  is  known  as  the  Uintah  and  Ouray  Reservation 
originally  was  two  reservations.  The  first  was  created  in  1861  for  the  Uintah 
Band  of  the  Utes.  In  1882  the  Uncompahgre  Band  of  Colorado  was  given  land 
adjacent  to  the  Uintah  Reservation.  The  two  reservations  were  united  in  1934. 

In  1916  the  federal  government  took  back  from  the  Uncompahgre  Band  the 
mineral  rights  to  an  84,000-acre  parcel  rich  in  oil  shale.  Federal  officials 
also  took  control  of  about  44,000  acres  of  the  surface.  They  wanted  ready 
access  to  this  energy  reserve  as  a potential  source  of  fuel  for  the  Navy's 
oil-burning  ships. 

"In  1882,  the  United  States  identified  lands  in  eastern  Utah  that  were  to 
remain  tribal  property  for  all  time,"  said  McCook.  "Regrettably,  this 
promise,  like  so  many  given  to  the  tribe  over  the  years,  proved  to  be  false." 

When  the  Department  of  Energy  decided  it  no  longer  needed  this  oil  shale 
reserve,  McCook  said  the  tribe  began  pushing  for  the  land's  return  to  its 
"original  owner."  Cannon  has  introduced  legislation  to  accomplish  that  goal. 

"It's  kind  of  a moral  thing,"  said  McCook.  "They  are  returning  something 
they  took  without  consent." 


snip 
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STREICH  LANG,  GILA  RIVER  INDIAN  COMMUNITY  COLLABORATION  OFFERS  30INT 
SUMMER  CLERKSHIP  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  LAW  STUDENTS 
PHOENIX,  Ariz.  (Feb.  11,  2000)  --  Streich  Lang  and  the  Gila  River 
Indian  Community  are  teaming  up  in  a unique  joint  summer-clerk  program 
for  Native  American  law  students  from  across  the  country. 

Second-year  law  students  selected  for  the  unique  opportunity  will 
split  their  time  working  in  Streich  Lang's  Phoenix  office  and  in  the 
General  Counsel's  office  at  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community  in  Sacaton. 

The  first  student  selected  for  the  joint  clerkship  is  Kerry 
Jimerson,  a second-year  law  student  at  Arizona  State  University  and  a 
member  of  the  Seneca  Nation  in  New  York,  Jimerson  spent  last  summer  as 
an  intern  in  Sacaton.  As  part  of  the  new  joint  clerkship  program, 
Streich  Lang  will  pay  her  salary. 

Last  fall,  as  a result  of  earning  the  highest  grade  in  ASU's  Indian 
law  class,  Jimerson  was  named  a Pedrick  Scholar. 

"The  diverse  educational  and  practical  experiences  provided  by  this 
program  can  be  significant,"  said  lames  A.  Ryan,  a Director  with  Streich 
Lang  and  the  Chair  of  the  firm's  Recruiting  Committee.  "Beyond  the 
learning  opportunities,  a qualified  student  could  end  up  with  job  offers 
from  both  this  firm  and  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community." 

Steve  Heeley,  Gila  River  Indian  Community  Deputy  Counsel,  said  the 
program  "expands  the  recruiting  reach  of  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community 
to  a more  national  scope  because  Streich  Lang  does  its  internship 
recruiting  through  many  of  the  nation's  pre-eminent  law  schools.  We  get 
the  benefit  of  having  an  association  with  Streich  Lang 
and  their  relationships  across  the  country." 

At  the  same  time,  the  collaboration  opens  opportunities  for  Native 
American  law  students  who  may  not  be  able  to  take  on  non-paying 
internships  because  of  financial  responsibilities.  "In  many  cases,  law 
students  may  need  to  earn  x'  amount  of  dollars  during  the  summer  to  pay 
for  their  education  when  not  in  school,"  Heeley  said.  "Many  Indian 
tribes  may  not  have  the  ability  to  pay  for  internships  so  they  can't 
compete  with  other  tribes  and  law  firms." 

"We  believe  the  summer  clerkship  program  provides  law  students  with 
an  outstanding  opportunity  to  see  as  many  of  the  substantive  areas  of 
the  practice  of  law  as  possible,"  Ryan  said.  "Students  elected  for  the 
joint  clerkship  position  will  participate  in  all  of  the  training  and 
other  activities  that  we  conduct  for  all  of  our  clerks.  But  they  will 
also  develop  an  understanding  of  tribal  governance  and  the  unique  legal 
issues  facing  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community." 

In  January  1999,  Streich  Lang  organized  a Native  American  Law 
Practice  Group  based  on  its  experience  in  a broad  range  of  legal  issues 
impacting  Native  American  communities.  The  firm  provides  legal  counsel 
to  Native  American  communities  in  Arizona,  California  and  New  Mexico  on 


issues  ranging  from  labor  and  employment  to  real  estate,  taxes,  finance 
and  environmental  matters,  for  which  Streich  Lang  provides  counsel  to 
the  Gila  River  Indian  Community. 

Streich  Lang,  a leading  Southwestern  law  firm,  works  with  clients  in 
a broad  range  of  industries  and  practice  areas  including:  corporate 
finance;  white  collar  crime;  securities  law;  bankruptcy;  real  estate; 
litigation;  labor  relations  and  employment  law;  health  care; 
intellectual  property,  products  liability;  taxation;  environmental  law; 
governmental  affairs;  public  finance;  estate  planning;  Native  American 
law  and  international  law. 
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It's  a wrap  in  Cayuga  land  claim  testimony 
The  Associated  Press 
2/9/00  3:13  PM 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  --  Durors  smiled  for  once.  Lawyers  breathed  sighs  of 
relief.  Spectators  began  speculating. 

The  historic  Cayuga  Indian  land  claim  damages  trial  is  expected  to  go  to 
the  nine-member  jury  sometime  on  Monday  afternoon. 

Three  weeks  of  highly  detailed  testimony  from  eight  witnesses,  countless 
objections  and  nearly  130  exhibits  ended  Tuesday,  more  than  19  years  after 
the  claim  was  filed  in  U.S.  District  Court. 

Durors  were  excused  until  9:30  a.m.  Monday,  when  they  will  hear  closing 
arguments  from  the  lawyers.  That  will  be  followed  by  jurors  receiving 
instructions  from  Dudge  Neal  P.  McCurn  on  how  the  law  applies  to  the  case. 

The  panel  will  then  debate  how  much  money  the  state  should  pay  the 
Cayuga  Nation  in  damages,  if  any,  for  the  state's  illegal  acquisition  of 
its  64,015-acre  reservation  in  1795  and  1807. 

McCurn  has  said  the  Cayugas  should  be  compensated  for  the  land's 
present-day  market  value,  as  well  as  compensation  for  its  use  and 
occupancy  since  1795. 

Many  people  will  be  anxiously  awaiting  the  verdict,  which  must  be 
unanimous.  The  jurors'  recommendation,  which  could  be  changed  after  a 
non-jury  trial  that  will  follow,  could  set  a precedent  for  pending  or 
threatened  Indian  land  claims  in  upstate  New  York,  including  those 
involving  the  Oneida  and  Onondaga  nations. 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  the  proof  in  this  case  has  ended," 
McCurn  said  after  witness  Arvel  M.  Flale  left  the  stand.  "Do  not  decide 
this  case  yet.  It's  too  early.  Go  home.  Don't  think  about  it.  Wait  for 
the  lawyers  to  try  and  make  it  understandable  to  you  in  their  summations 
and  listen  to  my  instructions  before  you  deliberate." 

McCurn  spent  Wednesday  working  on  his  jury  charge.  Lawyers  will  make  and 
argue  post-trial  motions  on  Thursday,  likely  in  open  court.  They  also  will 
discuss  wording  they  want  included  in  the  judge's  charge.  That  will  be 
done  privately,  in  the  judge's  chambers. 

McCurn  announced  earlier  that  court  would  not  convene  on  Friday.  Fie  said 
he  didn't  want  to  start  with  closings  on  Thursday  and  then  be  off  a few 
days.  McCurn  said  the  jury  should  get  the  case  around  3 p.m.  or  4 p.m., 
but  he  said  the  panel  would  not  be  sequestered  overnight. 

Meanwhile,  in  nearby  Sherrill,  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  said  it  will  not 
pay  the  delinquent  property  taxes  imposed  by  the  city  of  Sherrill.  The 
city  had  given  the  tribe  a deadline  of  the  end  of  business  on  Tuesday. 

"Under  federal  law,  the  county  does  not  have  the  authority  (to  tax 
Indian  land),"  nation  spokesman  David  Lynch  said.  "There's  a law  here,  a 
relationship.  It's  not  that  the  nation  just  refuses  to  pay." 

Sherrill  city  officials  ordered  the  Oneidas  to  pay  back  taxes  of  $2,928 
on  the  parcel  of  land  that  the  Oneida  Textile  Designs  Factory  occupies  or 
face  eviction.  The  nation,  which  missed  the  deadline,  contends  it  is  a 


sovereign  nation  and  has  gone  to  federal  court  to  block  a possible 
eviction . 


"RE : Huge  Land  Giveback  Deal  Headed  to  Congress"  

Date:  Sat,  12  Feb  2000  12:00:53  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Huge  Indian  land  giveback  deal  headed  to  Congress 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Huge  Indian  land  giveback  deal  headed  to  Congress 

By  Leon  Drouin  Keith,  Associated  Press,  2/12/2000  04:14 

LA  VERNE,  Calif.  (AP)  A deal  poised  to  become  one  of  the  biggest  federal 

returns  of  Indian  land  in  U.S.  history  now  awaits  Congressional  approval. 

Utah,  federal  and  tribal  officials  signed  an  agreement  on  Friday  that 
would  return  84,000  acres  to  the  Northern  Ute  tribe  as  part  of  a deal  to 
clean  up  millions  of  tons  of  uranium  waste  leaking  into  the  Colorado 
River.  Federal  officials  announced  the  pact  in  January. 

No  immediate  health  risk  has  been  identified  for  25  million  water  users 
in  Arizona,  California,  Nevada  and  Utah.  But  Southern  California  water 
officials  say  there  is  enough  long-term  potential  risk  to  remove  the  40- 
foot-high,  150-acre  pile. 

"It  makes  a whole  lot  more  sense  to  just  keep  it  out,"  said  Phillip  Pace 
chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  District's  board  of  directors. 

The  agreement  was  signed  on  Friday  at  a water  plant  25  miles  east  of  Los 
Angeles  because  water  district  officials  had  lobbied  heavily  to  remove  the 
pile  after  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  issued  a plan  to  drain  and 
cap  the  tailings  on  site. 

The  land,  believed  to  contain  oil-rich  shale  deposits,  was  given  to  the 
Utes  in  1882.  But  in  1916,  on  the  eve  of  the  nation's  entry  into  World  War 
I,  the  federal  government  took  it  back  to  create  a reserve  supply  of  oil 
for  the  Navy  fleet.  The  reserve  was  never  tapped. 

The  tailings  are  the  byproduct  of  a mine  that  operated  from  1956  to  1984 
More  than  57,600  gallons  of  water  leach  every  year  from  the  tailings, 
releasing  high  levels  of  uranium  and  other  pollutants,  according  to 
federal  studies. 

Under  the  agreement,  half  of  the  estimated  $300  million  cleanup  costs 
will  be  absorbed  by  the  federal  government  because  more  than  50  percent  of 
the  uranium  mined  there  was  used  in  weapons  programs. 

The  Utes  will  pay  an  estimated  $80  million  to  $100  million  toward  the 
cleanup  and  provide  added  protection  to  the  75  miles  of  the  Green  River 
that  form  the  reservation's  western  boundary, 
c.  Copyright  2000  Boston  Globe  Electronic  Publishing,  Inc. 

— "RE:  The  Darker  Side  of  Elections"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Jan  2000  20:27:55  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu . ca> 

Sub j : News:  the  darker  side  of  elections 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

A sexual  assault  charge  in  Sheshatshui  has  some  people  in  the 
community  talking  about  the  darker  side  of  the  Band  Council  election. 

A man  in  the  community  has  been  charged  with  raping  a 14  year  old 
girl  following  an  election  party.  [Philip  Pokue,  accused;  "Paul 
Rich",  Chief;  Jeffrey  Pastichi,  candidate;  "Philip  Nuna",  candidate] 

Program:  06  CBC  Radio  St  John's  Morning  Show 

Reporter:  PAUL  PIGGOT  Air  Date:  Wed,  Jan  26  Word  Count:  1158 

Anchor:  JIM  BROWN  Air  Time:  7:20:00  AM  Duration:  7:00 

Jim  Brown:  A sexual  assault  Charge  in  Sheshatshui  has  some  people  in 
the  community  talking  about  the  darker  side  of  the  Band  Council 


election.  Some  of  the  four  candidates  for  Chief  are  being  accused  of 
using  booze  to  buy  votes  in  a community  that's  already  plagued  by 
alcohol  addiction.  A man  in  the  community  has  been  charged  with 
raping  a 14  year  old  girl  following  an  election  party.  Reporter  Paul 
Piggot  has  this  report  about  booze  on  the  Innu  election  trail. 

Paul  Piggot:  It's  early  afternoon  in  Sheshatshui,  two  Innu  women  are 
drunk.  They  claim  the  current  leaders  are  discriminating  against 
them.  But  the  women  are  too  drunk  to  make  much  sense.  The  squalor 
that  surrounds  them  says  it  all.  The  floor  in  this  house  is  bare 
plywood.  A group  of  children  shuffle  in  and  out  of  the  bedroom 
there's  only  a blanket  for  the  door.  In  the  corner  teenager's  huddle 
sharing  a cigarette.  These  children  avoid  their  drunken  mothers  and 
navigate  their  way  through  dozens  of  empty  beer  cans  littering  the 
floor.  The  cans,  the  remains  of  a campaign  gift,  a few  dozen  beer  for 
votes.  This  scene  is  all  too  common  in  Sheshatshui  in  the  weeks 
leading  up  to  the  Band  Council  elections. 

Mother:  My  daughter  is  14  years  old  . . . 

Paul  Piggot:  Down  the  street  inside  a cleaner  home  another  Innu 
mother  sits  on  the  bed  in  her  daughters  room,  smoking,  nervous.  Her 
14  year  old  daughter  has  filed  a charge  of  sexual  assault.  The  girl's 
mother  blames  the  election  booze  flowing  into  her  community. 

Mother:  In  order  for  them  to  get  the  votes  a lot  of  alcohol  is 
involved  in  this.  They  throw  a party  and  apparently  that's  where  my 
daughter  was  at  that  time.  And  around  4:00,  4:30  in  the  morning  my 
daughter  was  raped  by  the  guy  in  the  community. 

Paul  Piggot:  Police  charged  24  year  old  Philip  Pokue  with  sexual 
assault.  But  no  one  is  saying  who  was  trading  booze  for  votes  on  that 
night.  The  girl's  mother  says  one  thing  is  clear,  something  is  rotten 
at  the  heart  of  the  Innu  electoral  process.  Only  three  months  ago 
Innu  leaders  tried  to  make  Sheshatshui  a dry  community.  The  suicide 
of  a teenager  focused  international  attention  on  the  town's  chronic 
problems,  prohibition  was  supposed  to  be  the  answer.  The  mother  of 
the  sexual  assault  victim  says  Innu  Politicians  have  short  memories. 

Mother:  These  are  our  leaders  that  banned  the  alcohol  and  look  what's 
going  on  now.  They  are  the  ones  that  are  bringing  the  alcohol  in.  I'm 
having  a very  difficult  time  with  this,  I feel  like  my  daughter  has 
been  scarred  for  life. 

Paul  Piggot:  Incumbent  Chief  Paul  Rich  says  he's  running  a clean 
campaign.  He  admits  to  giving  money  to  supporters  but  not  for  booze. 

Paul  Rich:  We  are  not  buying  alcohol  we  are  helping  out  people  in 
terms  of  buying  wood  and  other  stuff  that's  not  related  to  alcohol. 

We  are  trying  to  run  a smooth  campaign  and  what  I've  done  in  the  past 
three  years  if  people  are  not  happy  with  it  than  obviously  they  are 
going  to  vote  for  somebody  else.  It's  very  simple. 

Paul  Piggot:  I know  you're  running  a smooth  campaign  but  are  you  also 
bringing  alcohol  into  the  community? 

Paul  Rich:  No  I'm  not,  no. 

Paul  Piggot:  Chief  Rich's  competitors  say  something  else.  Jeffrey 
Pastichi  wouldn't  agree  to  do  a taped  interview  but  the  candidate 
admits  he  is  bringing  beer  into  the  community.  Pastichi  says  he's 
been  forced  to  do  it  because  he  says  that  Rich's  Campaign  is  doing 
the  same.  Another  candidate  did  agree  to  talk.  Philip  Nuna  is  running 
for  a seat  on  the  Band  Council. 


Philip  Nuna:  As  fan  as  I'm  concerned  it  started  about  three  to  two 
weeks  ago.  They  said  that  we  would  be  talking  about  ...  if  they  are 
going  to  play  dirty  so  will  we.  They  feel  stuck,  they  feel  trapped  a 
little  bit  cause  other  people  are  doing  it. 

Paul  Piggot:  Do  you  have  to? 

Philip  Nuna:  Yes  very  much,  I'm  very  stuck.  People  have  been  asking 
me  for  money,  people  have  been  asking  me  are  you  going  to  buy  us 
booze.  When  are  you  going  to  start  supplying,  which  I will  not  intend 
to  do  that  but  it's  . . . I'm  very  stuck  here  and  I'm  very  sad  to 
with  the  way  things  are  run. 

Paul  Piggot:  Pita  Rich  sees  these  problems  almost  every  night.  She 
runs  the  taxi  service  in  Sheshatshui,  she  is  also  one  of  the 
candidates  for  Band  Council  Chief. 

Rita  Rich:  It's  not  my  business  what  they  buy  or  how  many  amounts 
they  buy,  like  who  ever  gets  in  my  cab.  But  I do  know  some  of  the 
campaigners  that  been  in  my  van  or  my  can  that  have  bought  beer  in 
it.  Regards  what  they  do  or  where  they  go  elsewhere  that's  their 
business  but  I do  know  that's  it's  a lot. 

Paul  Piggot:  Riche  sys  she'll  continue  to  deliver  other  candidates 
alcohol  in  her  taxi  but  she  claims  her  campaign  is  dry. 

Rita  Rich:  I know  I've  been  asked  so  many  times  how  can  you  now  win 
if  you  are  not  going  to  buy  alcohol  or  drug  whatever,  and  I said  I 
respect  you  people  and  I don't  to  own  you  I want  to  help  you.  Like 
that's  me.  I know  I don't  have  a chance  to  win  but  for  me  it's  the 
eye  opening  for  my  our  community,  like  it's  time  to  take  a look  at 
ourselves . 

Paul  Piggot:  Apenam  Pone  is  one  of  the  few  Innu  holding  up  a mayor. 

He  is  one  of  the  community's  drug  and  alcohol  councillors.  After 
months  of  helping  people  to  stop  drinking  he's  now  got  to  compete 
with  all  the  free  booze.  He  says  several  people  have  fallen  off  the 
wagon  during  the  campaign.  Some  have  even  ended  up  in  jail.  It's  a 
cycle  Pone  knows  well. 

Apenam  Pone:  And  I know  deep  in  my  heart  I know  some  of  the  people 
that  they  give  a drink  they  are  not  going  to  get  votes  from  them 
because  people  are  just  using  them  to  get  the  booze.  I've  been  there 
myself  years  ago  when  they  use  to,  when  people  use  to  come  in  I would 
go  from  one  candidate  to  another  candidate  in  order  to  get  my  booze 
and  I didn't  care  who  I voted  because  I just  wanted  to  get  a free 
drink. 

Paul  Piggot:  Well  why  do  the  candidates  do  it?  Do  they  think  . . .? 

Apenam  Pone:  I don't  know,  because  they  have  to  smarten  up. 

Paul  Piggot:  With  election  day  now  less  than  a week  away  it's 
unlikely  that  the  booze  will  stop  flowing  before  the  vote.  These 
events  of  the  past  couple  of  weeks  showed  just  how  little  things  have 
changed  in  Sheshatshui.  And  if  the  people  who  want  to  be  Chief  are 
contributing  to  the  problem  the  question  is.  How  much  change  can  be 
expected?  In  Sheshatshui  I'm  Paul  Piggot. 

"RE : Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Feb  2000  17:35:43  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn 


Mailing  List: 


LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 


Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

Greetings,  below  is  a press  advisory  which  you  can  format  and  fax  to 
your  local  media  sources.  The  Clinton  Administration  is  refusing  to  meet 
with  Rigoberta  Menchu  and  Amnesty  International  because  the  delegation  wants 
to  discuss  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier.  Last  November,  a delegation  of 
representatives  of  Native  Nations  traveling  from  across  the  US  requested  a 
meeting  with  the  Clinton  Aministration , during  what  Clinton  himself  has 
deemed  "Native  American  Heritage  Month".  They  too  were  refused  because  they 
wanted  to  discuss  the  Peltier  issue.  When  you  call  the  comments  line,  you 
can  include  in  your  message,  that  you  insist  President  Clinton  meet  with 
Peltier  advocates,  such  as  Amnesty  International,  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians,  etc.  and  listen  to  their  views.  Also,  when  you  call, 
remind  them  that  if  Leonard  Peltier  is  not  released  from  prison  this  year, 
you  will  be  discouraged  from  voting  for  Vice  President  Gore  in  the  upcoming 
election.  And,  of  course  don't  forget  to  mention  parole  and  clemency.  Here 
is  the  press  advisory,  thank  you  for  your  support:  — LPDC 

World  Renowned  Humanitarians 
Will  Meet  With  Peltier  In  Prison 

Pressure  builds  for  Native  American  activist's  release 


Contact : 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
Gina  Chiala,  co-coordinator  785-842-5774 


What:  Press  Conference 

When:  Friday,  February  18th  at  3:00  p.m. 

Where:  Bruce  Watkins  Museum:  3700  Blue  Parkway,  Kansas  City  (816)  923-6226 

Who:  Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn,  a Mayan  who  won  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1992  in 
recognition  of  her  work  on  the  behalf  of  Indigenous  Peoples  rights 
internationally,  especially  in  her  homeland  of  Guatemala,  serves  as  the 
UNESCO  Goodwill  Ambassador.  Sra.  Menchu  Turn  is  the  author  of  the  book,  I, 
Rigoberta  Menchu.  Jennifer  Harbury,  who  has  also  been  deeply  involved  in 
advocating  for  the  rights  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Guatemala,  is  a 
Harvard  trained  attorney.  She  married  a Mayan  resistance  leader  who  was 
later  disappeared  and  murdered  by  the  Guatemalan  army  in  conjunction  with 
the  CIA.  Ms.  Harbury,  who  sees  parallels  between  the  case  of  Mr.  Peltier 
and  the  loss  of  her  husband,  has  taken  a special  interest  in  Mr.  Peltier's 
situation  and  is  now  serving  as  his  lead  attorney.  Curt  Goering  is  the 
Senior  Deputy  Executive  Director  of  Amnesty  International,  one  of  the 
largest  human  rights  organizations  in  the  world. 

Why:  Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn  is  traveling  from  Guatemala  to  the  United  States 
specifically  on  Mr.  Peltier's  behalf.  Sra.  Menchu  Turn  will  be  meeting  with 
high-level  government  officials  in  Washington  DC  before  arriving  in  Kansas 
City.  She  will  address  the  press  after  meeting  with  Mr.  Peltier  in  prison 
and  she  will  discuss  the  accomplishments  of  her  mission.  Jennifer  Harbury 
and  Curt  Goering  of  Amnesty  International  USA  will  be  accompanying  Sra. 
Menchu  Turn  in  the  meeting  with  Mr.  Peltier.  Amnesty  International  is 
insisting  Mr.  Peltier  be  immediately  released  through  Executive  Clemency  or 
Parole,  for  which  Mr.  Peltier  will  be  reviewed  this  May.  Goering  will  be 
strategizing  ways  AI  can  best  pressure  the  Parole  Commission  to  release  Mr. 
Peltier,  who  they  say  should  have  been  released  over  eight  years  ago 
according  to  the  Commission's  guidelines. 

February  6 marked  Mr.  Peltier's  24th  year  in  prison  for  the  murder  of  two 
FBI  agents.  When  faced  with  formerly  withheld  evidence  on  appeal  casting 
serious  doubt  on  Mr.  Peltier's  guilt,  the  prosecution  admitted  that  they 
could  not  prove  who  killed  the  agents.  The  appeal  was  denied  on  a 
technicality  and  the  judge  would  later  recommend  Mr.  Peltier  be  released 
through  executive  clemency.  Despite  this,  Mr.  Peltier  remains  in  prison, 
thus  expanding  his  notoriety  as  a symbol  of  injustice  against  Indigenous 
Peoples . 

Additional  Related  Events: 


Rigobenta  Menchu  Turn  will  speak  at: 

Kansas  University 

Feb.  18 

7:00 

Wescoe,  3rd  floor  auditorium 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 
Feb  19 
2:00  pm 

Haskell  Auditorium 
Reception  pot  luck 
Haskell,  Stidham  Union 
4:30 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Make  Your  Vote  a Flaming  Arrow"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Feb  2000  22:20:11  EST 

From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Sub j : Make  your  vote  a flaming  arrow! 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  PRESIDENT! 

EVERY  VOTE  FOR  LEONARD  IS  A FLAMING  ARROW 

AGAINST  THE  CIRCLED  WAGONS  OF  AMERICAN  INDUSTICE! 

Letter  from  Harvey  Arden 

to  Bonnie  Winona  of  FreedomCampaign/LPSG  New  Hampshire 
Bonnie-- 

Spoke  to  Leonard  last  night...  I told  him  I'd  been  laying  back  on  THE 
WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT  campaign,  fearing  it  might 
interfere  with  his  upcoming  interim  parole  hearing...  He  said  don't 
worry  about  that... his  defense  committee  (LPDC)  is  working  hard  at  that 
but  the  write-in  campaign  shouldn't  interfere  in  any  way.  He  said, 
"Harvey... If  you  can  reach  tens  of  thousands...  hundreds  of  thousands... 
even  millions. . .with  your  write-in  campaign ...  THAT  could  make  the 
difference.  Please  do  it!" 

So--Bonnie  and  all--I  am  launching  back  into  it... on  a national  level... 
too  hard  to  go  state  by  state. . .let ' s go  national  NOW....  Damn'm  whether 
they  count 'm  officially  or  not...  the  Democrats  can  either  come  out  on 
Leonard's  behalf  or  see- -seriously- -hundreds  of  thousands  of  votes  drawn 
away  from  their  candidate(s)  at  the  polls,  even  millions  nationwide... 
People  are  EAGER,  even  passionate  to  vote  for  Leonard.  I think  it's 
easier  right  now  to  get  a vote  for  Leonard  Peltier,  USP#89637-132  than  it 
is  for  any  other  candidate  of  either  Party.  We  ain't  BEGUN  to  fight! 

Ask  every  person  who  commits  to  do  exactly  the  same  as  you  and  I are 
doing,  contacting  everyone  we  can  think  of,  friends  and  strangers,  and 
offer  them  the  opportunity  to  commit  themselves  to  write-in  LEONARD 
PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT! 

Whenever  Gore  or  Bradley  (or  Bush  or  McCain?)  come  out  on  behalf  of 
justice  in  America  and  demand  that  Leonard  Peltier  be  freed  IMMEDIATELY, 
then  we  will  throw  our  votes  to  them  and  beat  the  sidewalks  of  cyberspace 
on  their  behalf. 

Until  then,  I plead  with  those  of  you  who  actually  want  your  vote  to 
make  a difference,  WRITE  IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  PRESIDENT  in  the  primaries 
(especiall  y!)  and,  if  necessary,  the  national  election.  Even  if  they 
toss'm  in  the  wastebacket,  your  votes  will  count  by  being  AGAINST  those 
who  would  allow  an  innocent  man  to  rot  in  jail  for  a crime  the  whole 


world  knows  he  did  not  commit. 


Remember  Leonard's  words... 

"Now  is  the  time.  Now  is  the  only  possible  time! 

Let  the  Great  Healing  begin!" 

Hey,  Armies  of  One — ...and  I mean  you !... --Unite  in  the  common  struggle 
to  free  our  brother  Leonard  NOW!  TODAY!  PLEASE  SOLICIT  ALL  THE 
COMMITMENTS  YOU  CAN  BY  CIRCULATING  THIS  MESSAGE  TO  EVERYONE!  DO  IT  NOW-- 
-PLEASE,  FOR  LEONARD'S  SAKE. 

WE  NEED  YOUR  VOTES  NOW! 

THIS  IS  THE  ELECTION! 

REGISTERED  VOTERS:  Send  a statement: 

I,  of (town  & state) 

(address  & tel#  optional) , hereby  commit  myself  to  write 

-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  in  the  primaries  and  general  election  in 
2000. 

I will  appeal  immediately  to  everyone  I know  to  do  the  same.  Today! 

Please  email  your  write-in  commitment  to  harvey@wisdomkeepers.com 

ON  BEHALF  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER, 

/Harvey  Arden 

Groups,  churches,  organizations,  students  of  voting  age--please  create  lists 
of  commitments,  have  them  signed  by  your  members,  and  mail  (or  email)  to: 
PELTIER  4 PREZ 

The  Wisdomkeepers  Project 
4101  Legation  St.,  N.W. 

Washington,  DC  20015 

Become  an  Army  of  One! 

Exercise  your  Conscience  by  exercising  your  Vote! 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  on  your  Ballot  in  2000! 

The  New  Hampshire  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group 

e-mail:  FreedomCampaign@aol.com 

phone:  603-659-8888,  603-588-2916 

us  mail:  po  box  4111,  Portsmouth,  nh,  03802 

www . f reepeltier . org 

www. LISN.net 

www .wisdomkeepers . com 

all  actions  to  be  conducted  with  love,  dignity  and  humor... per  leonard's 
request 

Make  your  vote  a flaming  arrow... 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT!! 

Check  out  both  of  these  new  websites  . . .two  flaming  arrows  aimed  at  the 
circled  wagons  of  American  injustice. 

http: //www. amazon . com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0000403KW/o/q id =948944675/ sr=8-2 
/102-7223733-0309601">Amazon.com:  CD:  My  Life  is  My  Sun  Dance 
& http://www.visionquests.com/3513/3552/">Click  here:  Leonard  Peltier 

/Harvey  Arden 
Leonard's  editor 


RE:  Native  Prisoner 


Date:  Mon,  14  Feb  2000  20:55:07  -0500 


From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom. net@mindspring.com> 
Sub  j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

This  week,  instead  of  the  usual  listing,  I ask  you  to  read  the  following 
letter: 


Date:  Sat,  12  Feb  2000  09:19:56  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Valerie  Scott  <naps_ca@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Native  Prisoners 

Greetings  Gary, 

Would  you  please  post  the  following  in  the  next  issue  of  WI. 

Thank  you. 

Val 

I wish  to  make  an  appeal  to  all  readers  to  post  the  following  letter 
widely.  Likewise,  I would  like  to  appeal  to  all  Native  communities, 
tribes, nations  and  leaders  to  start  getting  involved  with  our  prisoners 
and  to  provide  the  support  they  need.  The  prisoner  support  groups  cannot 
do  this  alone. 

One  of  the  most  frequent  requests  we  get  from  Native  American  prisoners, 
besides  help  with  prison  violations,  is  to  assist  them  in  locating 
spiritual/cultural  advisors.  As  Mr.  Stout  points  out  below,  many  of  these 
prisoners  are  going  to  return  to  your  communities,  unrehabilitated  and 
unhealed,  if  we  do  not  do  something  to  help  them.  While  there  is  a 
tremendous  push  for  restorative  justice  at  the  moment,  let  us  not  forget 
the  silent  majority  already  in  the  iron  houses.  With  the  incarceration  of 
Native  Americans  spiralling,  none  of  you  will  remain  untouched  by  this 
trend.  So  let's  start  working  together  to  assist  the  prisoners. 

Valerie  Scott  Official 
Spokesperson,  AIRR/NAPS 

Greetings, 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  all  Indian  Nations.  We  pray  this  finds  you 
all  in  good  health,  and  in  harmony  with  Earth  Mother. 

We  send  this  plea  to  you  in  hopes  you  show  those  of  us  within  these  iron 
houses  mercy,  and  aid  us  in  our  plight/fight  to  put  our  feet  and  hearts 
upon  the  Good  Red  Road  of  all  our  peoples'  ancestors. 

We  hear  and  read  that  we  all  need  to  get  back  to  the  traditional  and 
cultural  ways  of  our  people.  We  know  this  to  be  a good  and  true  thing  to 
do.  In  fact,  we  would  like  very  much  to  be  able  to  do  so.  The  trouble  is 
we  cannot  come  to  you  to  learn  these  ways.  It  is  not  one  of  the  things 
that  those  who  run  these  iron  houses  even  wants  us  to  know.  We  hear  and 
read  that  Brothers  and  Sisters  on  the  "outside"  are  making  efforts  to 
learn  and  teach  the  ways  of  our  ancestors.  It  seems  that  these  efforts 
stop  at  the  gates  to  these  iron  houses.  We  hear  and  read  that  there  are 
those  who  are  doing  good  things  for  the  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  these  iron 
houses.  We  send  these  Brothers  and  Sisters  our  love  and  respect.  We 
cannot  thank  them  enough  for  the  sacrifices  they  make  to  come  into  these 
iron  houses  to  bring  a little  joy  and  sense  of  worth  to  our  hearts. 


Yes,  we  have  done  wrong,  and  most  of  us  deserve  to  be  punished.  Should 
that  punishment  also  include  the  loss  of  one's  heritage,  or  the  chance  of 
being  able  to  learn  about  one's  people?  We  hear  and  read  of  a thing 
called  genocide,  the  erasing  of  a people.  Is  this  not  what  these  iron 
houses  do?  Isn't  ignoring  and  depriving  the  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  these 
iron  houses  the  knowledge  and  ways  of  their  people  the  same  form  of 
genocide,  or  at  least  the  condoning  of  the  same?  Some  of  us  will  be  in 
these  iron  houses  until  we  die,  some  will  return  to  their  communities. 

Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  the  ones  returning  educated  in  the  good 
ways  of  our  people  who  walk  the  Red  Road,  rather  than  to  have  them  and 
their  ignorance  released  back  into  the  life  of  alcohol  and  drugs? 

We  hear  and  read  of  the  good  intentions  of  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  out 
there,  but  talking  of  these  things,  without  acting  on  them,  is  like  smoke 
in  the  wind.  One  must  take  action  and  put  forth  some  kind  of  effort  if 
anything  good  is  to  come  out  of  the  words. 

We  understand  that  there  are  those  who  feel  their  teachings  would  not  be 
used  in  a good  and  correct  manner.  What  do  they  think  is  happening  now? 

The  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  these  iron  houses  do  what  they  can  with  what 
little  knowledge  they  have,  and  they  mean  well  and  do  these  things  with  a 
good  heart,  but  without  the  help  and  guidance  of  our  people  how  do  we  know 
what  are  really  the  correct  ways? 

Most  of  us  within  these  iron  houses  are  not  full-blooded.  Yet  is  it  not 
the  same  blood?  Are  there  not  full-bloods  with  bad  hearts,  and  mixed- 
bloods  with  good  ones? 

We  read  and  hear  that  when  our  ancestors  killed  an  enemy,  he  was  honored. 
When  he  stole  from  an  enemy,  he  was  honored.  When  the  white  government 
sends  our  people  to  another  country  to  kill  people  they  call  enemy,  we  are 
honored.  When  our  white  government  sends  our  people  to  steal  from  someone, 
we  are  honored.  What  gives  the  white  government  the  right  to  make  the 
distinction  of  "civilized  murder",  or  "civilized  theft"? 

Is  it  not  the  inherent  nature  of  our  people  to  be  kind  and  merciful,  to 
help  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  need?  Have  we  allowed  the  white 
government  to  take  this  from  us  also?  We  in  these  iron  houses  truly  pray 
this  is  not  so. 

For  those  who  wish  to  take  actions  upon  their  good  intentions,  and  wish  to 
assist  us  here  within  these  iron  houses  in  Cameron,  MO,  you  can  contact 
this  circle  of  brothers  here  through  me  at: 

Robert  R.  Stout  #1-179522 
Crossroads  Correctional  Center 
1115  E.  Pence  Road 
Cameron,  MO  64429 

I am  of  the  Eastern  tribe  of  Delaware.  As  for  those  who  wish  to  help  the 
Brothers  and  Sisters  in  other  iron  houses  across  this  land,  if  you  make 
the  effort,  I am  sure  you  will  find  a way. 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read  these  words,  and  for  any  effort  that 
you  make  in  helping  us  to  find  the  good  ways  of  our  people.  May  Creator 
smile  upon  you  and  guide  your  hearts. 

In  the  Spirit  of  the  People, 

The  Brothers  of  Crossroads  Correctional  Center 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 


incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 
and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  08  Feb  2000  10:30:02  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Feb.  2,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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3UST  BE  GLAD. 


0 heart  of  mine,  we  shouldn't 
Worry  so. 

What  we've  missed  of  calm  we  couldn't 
Have  you  know. 

And  of  sorrow's  driving  rain. 

We  can  better  meet  again. 

If  it  blow. 

We  have  erred  in  that  dark  hour 
We  have  known; 

When  the  tears  fell  with  the  shower; 
All  alone. 

Were  not  shine  and  shower  blent 

As  the  gracious  Master  meant? 

let  us  temper  our  content 
With  his  own. 

For  we  know  not  every  morrow 
Can  be  sad; 

So,  forgetting  all  the  sorrow 
We  have  had. 

Let  us  fold  away  our  fears. 

And  put  by  your  foolish  tears. 

And  through  all  the  coming  years 
Dust  be  glad. 

DAMES  WHITCOMB  RILEY. 


PERHAPS  THE  HARDEST  GAME  OF  THE  SEASON. 


The  football  season  does  not  really  close  at  Carlisle  until  the  Annual 
Banquet  has  passed,  given  in  honor  of  the  brave  men  who  fight  so 
valiantly  each  year  for  the  Indian  cause. 

And  we  doubt  if  the  captains,  ex-captains  and  newly  elected  captains 
ever  go  into  battle  with  more  trepidation  than  when  in  response  to  calls 
for  speeches  they  face  the  invited  guests  on  these  annual  occasions. 

On  Saturday  night  last  the  school  sociable  was  held  in  the  gymnasium 
and  at  the  same  time  the  two  teams  with  some  forty  or  fifty  invited 
guests  were  met  in  social  gathering  in  the  cheerful  Y.M.C.A.  hall. 

The  room  was  tastefully  decorated  in  school  colors,  and  footballs  that 
had  won  honors  for  our  team  were  hung  from  the  electroliers . Ice  cream, 
cake  and  cocoa  were  served  to  happy  groups  at  small  tables  as  they 
chatted  and  laughed  merrily  or  listened  to  the  excellent  music  produced 
by  Mr.  lames  Wheelock's  orchestra. 

And  then  came  the  toasts. 

Mr.  Thompson  as  toast  master  has  a happy  faculty  of  saying  the  right 
thing  at  the  right  time,  in  introducing  the  respective  speakers. 

Capt.  Wheelock  was  the  first  to  be  called  upon.  He  said  he  was  proud 
of  what  the  team  had  done  this  year.  He  paid  Coach  Warner  a tribute  of 
appreciation  for  the  work  he  has  done  for  the  team.  He  thanked  his  men 
for  the  record  they  have  made  and  hoped  in  the  future  that  they  would 
show  still  more  skill  and  judgement.  "We  are  just  beginning  to  wake  up 
in  athletics."  He  gave  the  second  team  great  credit  for  making  the 
first  team  work  so  hard  and  affording  them  such  excellent  practice,  and 
for  scoring  against  them  a few  times. 

Ex-Captain  Hudson,  whose  fame  has  spread  from  ocean  to  ocean  as  a 
quarterback  and  drop  kicker,  said  in  a few  well  chosen  words,  that  it 
was  a great  pleasure  for  him  to  have  been  with  the  team  this  year.  He 
never  has  regretted  taking  hold  of  the  game.  It  has  been  an  advantage 
to  him  personally  and  to  the  boys  in  general.  It  has  done  them  lots  of 
good  physically  and  in  other  ways,  especially  in  their  coming  in  contact 
with  people  and  with  the  members  of  some  of  the  greatest  teams  in  the 
country. 

Isaac  Seneca,  the  newly  elected  Captain,  felt  it  an  honor  to  be  chosen 
as  Captain  for  such  a team.  He  never  had  an  idea  that  he  would  see  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  In  that  trip  he  had  learned  more  of  the  geography  of  the 
country  than  he  could  have  learned  from  books.  When  he  used  to  play  on 
the  scrub  teams  for  amusement,  he  never  had  an  idea  that  he  would  reach 
the  first  team,  and  now  that  he  was  chosen  captain  he  felt  the  great 
responsibility  and  honor  of  his  position.  He  paid  Mr.  Thompson  tribute 
as  an  excellent  athletic  teacher. 

Toastmaster  Thompson  then  spoke  of  the  broadening  effect  of  the 
delightful  trip  to  California  and  of  the  good  it  had  done  the  boys  to 
visit  Indian  schools  on  the  way  from  the  Pacific  Coast.  At  the  close  of 
his  remarks  he 
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The  Wycombe  Herald  is  one  of  the  new  exchanges  that  go  to  the  reading 
room  and  is  enjoyed  by  those  of  our  boys  who  have  lived  in  Bucks  County, 
and  know  the  people  over  there. 

Nellie  Carey  at  Ft.  Sill,  Oklahoma,  writes  of  conditions  there.  Among 
some  encouraging  things  she  says  that  Asa  and  Ramona  are  doing  nicely. 
Viola  has  married  Ramona's  brother. 

A recent  letter  from  Miss  Ericson,  now  in  Porto  Rico,  says  that  she 
has  at  last  opened  her  Sloyd  department,  and  is  delighted  with  her  room, 
her  tools,  her  equipment  and  her  pupils. 

The  Perris  Indan  School,  California  has  the  best  Mandolin  Club  in  the 
Indian  service.  Their  success  no  doubt  is  largely  due  to  exceptional 
musical  qualities  of  the  Indians  of  Southern  California,  brought  about 
perhaps  through  their  generaions  of  association  with  the  Mexican  element 
of  that  South  west  country. 

Mrs.  Jonathan  Clayton  who  was  well  and  favorably  known  as  one  of  the 
long  time  patrons  of  the  Outing  System  died  on  the  21st  at  Hulmeville, 

Pa.  A large  number  of  Indian  boys  knew  her  and  loved  her  for  her  kindly 
disposition,  John  Shawadasa  writes  of  the  sad  event:  "I  use  to  like 
her  very  much  because  she  was  just  like  a mother  to  me  and  I did  the 
best  I could  whenever  she  asked  me  for  help.  She  use  to  tell  me  that 
she  never  had  to  use  a cross  word  to  me.  Now  she  is  gone.  I feel 
pretty  near  just  as  bad  as  if  she  was  mother  to  me." 

A very  interesting  letter  has  been  received  from  Robert  Emmett,  '99 
who  had  just  arrived  at  the  Bay  of  Manila.  Robert  has  taken  the  way 
that  Major  Pratt  would  have  all  his  Indian  boys  and  girls  go  if  to  the 
western  reservation  they  will  return.  Robert  says: 

'Experience  teaches,  and  I shall  not  regret  joining  the  Army,  but  it 
is  no  hard  matter  for  my  poor  mind  to  wander  away  back  to  America  often, 
especially  to  Carlisle,  where  I owe  all  that  I am.  When  standing  on  deck, 
with  nothing  in  view  but  the  deep,  blue  sea  and  the  clear  blue  sky  or  when 
standing  at  'Attention'  for  retreat  and  the  Band  plays  the  'Star 
Spangled  Banner,  ' I think  of  home  and  friends  in  America,  but  when 
anchored  in  the  harbor  among  vessals  from  different  parts  of  the  world 
surrounded  by  hundreds  of  little  boats  and  cheered  by  the  sailors  from 
other  nations,  it  is  then  that  I forget  all  else,  and  am  proud  to  be  an 
American  serving  United  States. 

Our  voyage  so  far,  with  sea-sickness  and  longings  for  home  had  been 
very  quiet  until  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  15,  eleven  days  after  we  bade 
farewell  to  America  we  heard  a cry,  and  everybody  rushed  for  the  upper 
deck.  We  saw  in  our  front  through  the  darkenss,  for  it  was  now  after 
nine  o'clock,  what  appeared  to  be  a dark  cloud  and  the  sky  was  lighted 
up  by  a continual  flash  of  lightning  - from  two  revolving  search  lights 
on  the  high  and  rocky  point  of  Cape  St.  Vincent.  At  ten  o'clock  the 
next  morning  we  anchored  under  the  mighty  rock  of  Gibraltar. 

After  taking  on  a supply  of  coal  and  receiving  as  visitors  the 
American  Consul  and  some  English  officers,  we  left  the  harbor  under  the 
cheers  of  the  English  sailors.  Four  days  and  we  were  in  Malta,  910 
miles  from  Gibraltar.  Here  we  took  on  water,  and  coal  and  all  went 
ashore  on  dress  parade.  Our  next  stop  was  Port  Said  1012  miles.  It 
took  us  one  night  to  go  through  Suez  Canal. 

Six  o'clock,  on  Saturday  morning  Dec.  18,  we  arrived  at  Columbo  - 2130 
from  Suez.  It  took  us  four  days  to  go  the  1560  miles  from  there  to 
Singapore.  We  left  Singapore  on  the  17th  arriving  in  Manila  Bay  on  the 
23rd. 

Today  December  23  the  first  battalion  left  the  ship  to  go  to  the 
firing  lines.  Tomorrow,  the  2nd  and  3rd  will  leave.  Everyone  is  busy 
getting  ready  and  I must  begin,  too.  Remember  me  to  all  my  friends.  I 
wish  the  printers  a Merry  Christmas  on  the  firing  lines.  Good-bye. 


Miss  Regina  S.  Rote  is  dead.  The  news  came  to  the  school  on  Friday 


last,  causing  a shock  and  gloom  among  hen  many  friends.  Miss  Rote  was 
for  six  years  a most  faithful  and  beloved  matron  of  the  teachers'  club. 
Soon  after  leaving  Carlisle  she  went  to  the  great  Friends'  Boarding 
School  at  Westtown,  where  she  had  attended  school  as  a girl,  and  has  for 
nine  years  served  that  institution  as  housekeeper.  She  was  beloved 
there  by  all  who  knew  her.  Soon  after  New  Year's  Day  she  was  taken  down 
with  the  measles,  through  which  epidemic  that  school  is  now  passing. 
After  the  measles,  pneumonia  set  in,  from  which  she  passed  away  on 
Friday  last. 

The  remains  were  taken  to  her  old  home,  Millville,  this  State,  for 
interment  on  Tuesday  of  this  week.  Miss  Rote  remained  loyal  to  Carlisle 
and  the  Indian  cause  as  long  as  she  lived,  and  among  the  friends  who 
mourn  her  loss  are  numbered  a host  of  Indian  boys  and  girls. 


The  Native  American,  published  at  the  Phoenix,  Arizona,  School,  is  a 
good  paper,  and  full  of  news  such  as  we  all  want  to  know.  Let  us  get  up 
a club!  25  cents  a year.  Hand  your  names  to  Dames  Wheelock,  and  he 
will  forward  all  at  one  time,  or  address  The  Native  American,  Phoenix, 
Arizona . 
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4 above  yesterday. 

Valentine  day  next. 

Skating  has  been  fine. 

B.u.y.c.  this  weather. 

Major  Pratt  is  in  Washington  on  business. 

Even  the  milk  of  human  kindness  is  sometimes  watered. 

Dairyman  Gray  reports  the  herd  in  good  condition. 

Miss  Forster's  pupils  are  painting  valentines  for  practice  week. 

The  Wheelock  Brothers  go  today  to  Philadelphia  to  hear  Sousa's  band. 

Preparations  for  the  Band  tour  of  United  States  are  nearing 
completion . 

Miss  Senseney  attended  the  wedding  of  a cousin  in  Lancaster  on 
Wednesday. 

Col.  Robert  Marmon,  of  Laguna,  New  Mexico  has  been  with  us  for  a few 
days . 

These  are  the  days  when  some  men  use  warm  words  in  thawing  out  a 
frozen  hydrant. 

Miss  Nell  McCulloch  and  Miss  Margaret  Forster  were  guests  of  Miss 
Forster  on  Sunday. 

Martin  Wheelock  has  taken  the  fatherly  place  of  Captain  of  the  boys  in 
the  small  boys'  quarters. 

Mrs.  Pratt  went  to  Steelton  yesterday  to  help  celebrate  the 
anniversary  of  Mary  Stevick's  birth. 

Several  of  our  number  celebrate  their  birthdays  in  February,  Mrs. 
Standing  leading  the  list  on  the  first. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  gave  a party  to  the  little  girls  of  the  quarters  on 
Saturday  last,  and  they  had  a fine  time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bellows,  of  Philadelphia,  have  joined  the  school  force, 
in  the  capacity  of  cook  and  assistant. 

Mr.  Randolph  who  has  rendered  faithful  service  in  the  students' 
kitchen  for  some  months  has  left  us. 

Dr.  Eastman  looks  better  than  we  ever  saw  him  and  he  says  his  appetite 
is  of  the  "morish"  type,  whose  demands  are  great. 

The  people's  eyes  whom  Zitkala  Sa  alludes  to  in  her  Atlantic  Monthly 
article  might  be  called  a pair  of  stares. 

Louis  LeRoy  is  with  us  again.  He  has  had  many  and  varied  experiences 
since  he  left  Carlisle  last  year,  and  is  now  ready  to  settle  down  to 
steady,  hard  work  and  study. 

Solomon  Scroggs  from  the  New  York  State  Agency,  has  been  called  home 
on  account  of  the  death  of  his  father.  Solomon  played  center  on  the 
second  football  team  and  went  with  the  regular  team  as  substitute. 

The  school  entertainment  on  Thursday  night  was  above  the  average,  and 
Major  Pratt  thanked  the  teachers  and  speakers  for  the  excellent  platform 
work.  The  piano.  Band  and  choir  furnished  the  music,  all  of  which  was 


enjoyed . 

Miss  Senseney  has  moved  from  the  room  opposite  the  teachers'  parlor  to 
the  sunny  apartment  upstairs  back,  in  the  same  hall.  Miss  Stewart  has 
moved  from  the  room  in  front  of  Miss  Wood's  to  the  one  vacated  by  Miss 
Senseney. 

Mr.  Doel  Tyndall,  class  '89,  is  in  the  Government  service  at  Lower 
Brule,  S.D.,  and  subscribed  this  week  for  the  Red  Man. 

Another  "bachelor"  gone  from  bachelor's  hall,  in  Mr.  Snyder's 
departure.  He  may  think  as  an  exchange  puts  it  - a Mrs.  as  good  as  a 
mile  of  bachelors. 

lames  Howia,  of  Laguna,  reports  that  his  people  are  doing  well,  and 
the  Governor  of  the  Pueblo  sends  his  best  regards  to  all  the  Carlisle 
boys  and  girls. 

Tonight  Mrs.  Given  and  Miss  Morton  visit  the  Invincibles;  Miss 
Bowersox  and  Miss  Kowuni  the  Standards;  Mr.  Bennett  and  Professor 
Bakeless  the  Susans. 

Mrs.  DeLoss  has  been  successfully  carrying  on  the  management  of  the 
sewing  department  awaiting  the  arrival  of  a Mrs.  Canifeld,  who  comes 
from  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

Susie  Henni  left  on  Sunday  evening.  She  is  now  assistant  seamstress 
at  Ft.  Yuma,  Arizona.  - [The  Native  American. 

Susie  Henni  graduated  here  in  '98. 

lohn  A.  Morrison  is  clerking  for  Mr.  Richardson  at  the  Crow  Agency  and 
Frank  Shane,  he  says,  is  working  at  another  store,  lohn  is  glad  that  he 
has  a good  place  to  work. 

In  honor  of  Miss  Reel,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Standing  gave  a delightfully  "homey"  dinner  party  on  Wednesday,  the 
other  guests  at  which  were  Mrs.  Pratt,  Mrs.  Cook,  Miss  Cutter  and  Miss 
Burgess . 

Miss  McCook,  of  Philadelphia,  is  visiting  Mrs.  Culbertson  in  town  and 
was  out  calling.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Miss  McCook  was  Major 
Pratt's  private  stenographer  for  a time. 

1.  Banks  Ralston  is  acting  athletic  director  at  college  during  the 
absence  of  Dr.  Stauffer,  who  is  in  Philadelphia  taking  a course  in 
physiology  and  similar  branches.  -[The  Dickinsonian . 

Mr.  Ralston  was  our  assistant  disciplinarian  last  year,  and  was  well 
liked  by  all. 

On  invitation.  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Standing,  Professor 
Bakeless  and  Misses  Cutter  and  Burgess  attended  the  formal  opening 
Tuesday,  of  the  I.  Herman  Bosler  Memorial  Library.  This  handsome  and 
well-equipped  library,  built  of  brick  and  marble  in  classic 
architectural  design  was  given  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  I.  Herman 
Bosler,  for  a Free  Public  Library,  a fitting  and  lasting  monument  to 
this  eminent  and  respected  townsman. 

Mr.  Elmer  Snyder,  who  for  the  past  five  years  has  served  the  school  as 
tailor,  left  on  Wednesday  for  Lewistown  to  start  in  business  for 
himself.  To  say  that  Mr.  Snyder  will  be  greatly  missed  by  a large 
circle  of  friends  is  not  enough.  His  shop  was  among  the  best  managed  of 
any  of  our  industries  - his  boys  ever  down  to  business  in  an  interested 
way  and  always  in  order.  The  work  turned  out  was  of  the  best,  and 
quantity  great.  Mr.  Snyder's  wit  and  humor  were  ever  uppermost  to  cheer 
and  make  merry  any  group  he  chanced  to  join,  and  his  influence  is  of 
that  wholesome  kind  that  makes  the  world  better,  clean  in  word  and 
deed.  Carlisle  wishes  for  our  young  and  enterprising  friend,  unbounded 
success  in  his  new  undertaking. 
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alluded  to  an  ex-Captain  present,  who  was  now  Major,  and  called  upon 
Major  Pratt: 

The  Major  thought  that  perhaps  he  more  than  all  the  others  could  see 
the  advantages  of  football,  and  then  he  enumerated  some  special  benefits 
it  had  brought  to  the  boys  and  to  the  school.  When  our  team  returns 
from  trips  they  bring  back  accounts  that  are  of  interest  and  advantage 
to  all.  Every  student  in  the  school  reaps  the  benefit  of  these. 
Differences  between  white  men  and  the  Indians  are  broken  down,  by 


association . 

He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  such  agreeable  social  occasions 
as  the  present  banquet  was  one  of  the  results  of  the  football  team.  He 
alluded  to  the  athletic  field  as  another,  costing  several  thousand 
dollars,  and  one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  Napoleon  said  when  moving 
into  Italy  with  his  army  "There  will  be  no  Alps."  We  are  working  for  a 
great  purpose.  The  man  who  tunnelled  the  Alps  was  a greater  man  than 
the  one  who  went  over  them.  He  congratulated  the  team  on  their 
victories,  and  said  that  he  was  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Warner,  the  coach, 
spoken  of  so  highly  by  our  men.  He  deserved  the  good  words,  for  he  has 
led  to  victory  and  is  a fine  man  in  every  particular.  We  have  demanded 
that  you  play  with  the  best  teams  and  win,  that  you  should  always  play 
fair  and  that  there  be  no  slugging.  If  the  Indian  slugs  people  say  it 
is  the  nature  of  the  animal,  but  if  the  white  man  slugs  it  is  little 
noted.  The  man  who  can  stand  up  and  receive  slugging  and  does  not  slug 
in  return  will  win.  The  Carlisle  team  has  done  a great  deal  to  advance 
the  popularity  of  clean  playing. 

Mr.  Thompson  then  spoke  of  the  uniform  good  conduct  of  the  boys  while 
on  the  road,  he  never  having  had  to  speak  to  a single  member  of  the  team 
on  account  of  conduct  unbecoming  to  gentlemen.  At  all  hotels  the 
proprieters  have  always  insisted  that  they  come  again,  and  their  quiet, 
orderly  manner  had  won  friends  wherever  they  went. 

Mr.  Standing  when  called  upon  said  that  with  his  limited  knowledge  and 
enthusiasm  he  still  took  pride  in  our  team,  in  what  it  has 
accomplished.  Can  there  by  any  good  thing  come  out  of  Nazareth?  is 
sometimes  substituted  in  his  mind  for  the  question.  Can  any  good  come 
out  of  a game  where  bleeding  noses,  bumped  heads  and  black  eyes  are 
produced?  But  we  have  gained  courage.  When  we  used  to  be  defeated  the 
boys  seemed  to  lose  heart,  that  being  one  of  the  excuses,  but  there  is 
improvement  in  the  methods,  hence  progress  in  this  line.  Mr.  Standing  was 
also  pleased  with  what  had  been  said  about  Coach  Warner.  He  had  noted 
that  the  Captain  had  hoped  the  team  would  in  time  be  up  to  the  Standard, 
and  all  he  had  to  add  was  that  he  hoped  they  would  soon  be  "Invincible." 
The  pun  was  highly  appreciated  and  loudly  applauded. 

Miss  Estelle  Reel,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Schools,  who  is  a guest  of 
the  school  at  present,  was  the  only  lady  called  upon,  and  said  that  she 
had  watched  with  a great  deal  of  interest  the  various  games  our  team  had 
engaged  in,  and  she  was  especially  proud  of  the  last  victory  on  the 
Pacific  Coast:  She  had  some  misgivings  about  this  game,  for  she  knew  the 
Berkley  team  was  considered  a good  one,  and  when  the  news  came  to  her 
that  the  Carlisle  Indians  had  come  off  victorious  she  was  delighted. 

She  predicted  still  greater  success  for  the  team,  in  the  future. 

Joseph  Scholder  made  a few  remarks  and  a very  memorable  occasion  came 
to  an  end. 


THE  EXERCISE  THAT  MAKES  HEALTHY  GIRLS. 


The  rosy  cheeked  girls  that  come  back  to  us  every  Fall  after  a summer 
at  housework  in  the  country  emphasize  the  truth  of  the  following  taken 
from  the  Ohio  Chronicle: 

To  keep  the  complexion  and  spirits  good,  to  preserve  grace,  strength, 
and  agility  of  motion,  there  is  no  gymnasium  so  valuable,  no  exercise 
more  beneficial  in  results  than  sweeping,  dusting,  making  beds,  washing 
dishes  and  polishing  of  brass  and  silver. 

One  year  of  such  muscular  effort  within  doors  together  with  regular 
exercise  in  the  open  air  will  do  more  for  a woman's  complexion  than  all 
the  lotions  and  pomades  that  ever  were  invented. 

Perhaps  the  reason  why  housework  does  so  much  more  for  woman  than 
games,  is  the  fact  that  exercise  which  is  immediately  productive  cheers 
the  spirits. 

It  gives  women  the  courage  to  go  on  living  and  makes  things  seem 
really  worth  while. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  10  letters. 


My  2,  1,  5,  4 is  what  some  ladies  pay  to  other  ladies. 

My  1 , 3,  10  every  boy  in  the  world  is. 

My  5,  8,  9,  10  is  the  king  of  beasts. 

My  6,  5,  4 is  to  be  sick. 

My  whole  is  what  happened  the  other  day  on  the  ice. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  leisure  hour. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : Remembering  The  Way  It  Was"  

Date:  Tue,  18  lan  2000  01:35:00  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub  j : remembering  the  way  it  was... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I dreamed  I stood  with  my  grandson,  I am  an  old  man  and  we  came  to  my 
spot  on  this  mountain  top.  I have  been  here  many  times  and  with  me,  all 
those  that  have  come  before  have  taken  a little  of  their  vision  and 
shared  it  with  me. 

I can  see  far  and  it  pretty,  clear  across  the  valley  and  all  the  places 
there.  My  great  grandson  has  helped  me  to  this  spot.  I can  not 
remember  his  name,  but  he  looks  a little  like  me  when  I was  his  age. 

His  body  is  young  and  strong.  He  helped  to  stand  tall  and  erect.  I told 
him  the  story  of  his  fathers  and  how  we  had  survived  to  bring  him  life. 
His  eyes  are  bright,  wide  and  innocent.  He  listens  patiently  to  the 
rambling  talk  of  an  old  man. 

Look  over  there,  that  is  the  place  I have  spoken  about,  it  is  a spring. 
There  you  will  find  fresh  cold  water.  When  you  are  thirsty  you  can  take 
a drink  and  wash  yourself  on  a hot  day.  You  can  lie  down  next  to  it  and 
enjoy  the  day. 

He  looked  at  me  and  said,  I can't  see  it.  I can  not  see  so  clearly,  but 
I know  it  is  there.  I tell  him  how  it  sits  against  the  mountain,  how 
the  earth  is  cracked  there  and  a small  stream  flows  into  a pool, 
somehow  made  through  time.  My  vision  is  not  that  good.  I tell  him  how 
it  has  always  looked. 

There  is  nothing  there,  Shi  Che'  (honored  grandfather) 

There  is  only  a road  and  an  oil  well. 

Oh,  yes,  I remember.  The  tribe  was  having  a hard  time  and  so  the  need 
for  money  was  great,  those  were  tough  times.  Somone  needed  the  water 
to  put  back  into  the  earth  to  bring  up  oil  way  down  there,  below.  My 
spring  is  no  more.  Where  have  we  gone  with  these  things.  My  great 
grandson,  I am  sorry  it  is  not  here  for  you.  I didnot  take  care  of  it 
like  I should  have  and  now  it  is  gone.  I can't  remember  all  that  was 
here,  but  yet  some  of  these  things  are  gone. 

Remember,  my  grandson,  there  was  a time  when  it  was  there  and  that  it 
refreshed  us  so.  I wish  I could  give  you  a drink.  How  is  it  so  that 
this  water  is  gone  forever.  Who  can  take  away  water,  but  yet  it  is  so. 

The  grass  is  gone  and  so  is  the  quiet  spot.  I stand  here,  and  those 
behind  me  in  the  shadows,  my  fathers  weep  and  so  I find  myself  standing 
with  tears  streaming  down  my  cheeks.  I feel  old  and  tired  and  my  soul 
hungers  for  what  was  once  ours.  My  heart  cries  our  a mourning  song  for 
the  morning  dove,  the  plants,  the  mountain  tobacco  and  the  quiet  times 
that  are  no  more .... 

Johnny  Rustywire 

"RE;  Poem:  The  Spirit  of  the  Indian"  


Date:  Tue,  08  Feb  2000  21:46:21  -0500 

From:  Svhiyeyi  Aga  Kogvhyaniha-Evening  Rain  Calling  Crow  <crow@psouth . net> 


Sub j : The  Spirit  of  the  Indian 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  INDIAN 

The  feel  of  the  wet  grasses  under  my  feet  from  the  morning  dew  of  our 
Mother's  awakening  - cool  and  refreshing,  a new  day  begins. 

So  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian.  There  is  always  the  new  beginning.  Always 
the  circle  continues,  beginning  in  the  East,  where  the  sun  rises  each  day. 

The  beginning  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian  is  when  the  Ancient  Ones  call  to 
our  Spirit  - when  our  Ancestors  whisper  in  our  ears. 

Feel  the  wind  on  your  face?  It  is  warm  and  touches  gently.  It  is  hot  and 
dry.  It  is  cold  and  chilling.  The  wind  is  our  brother.  The  winds  give  us 
life.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian. 

See  as  the  sun  rises  higher  in  the  sky?  It  is  bright  and  makes  a new  day 
sparkle  like  the  thousands  of  stars  in  the  dark  night  sky.  It  is  hot  and 
burning.  It  is  soft  and  warming.  The  sun  brings  new  life  forth  from  our 
Mother.  The  sun  can  scorch  the  fields  and  kill  the  budding  growth  that  once 
thrived  there.  The  sun  is  our  Grandfather.  Without  Grandfather  Sun  there 
would  be  no  life.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian. 

The  rains  come  - refreshing  - replenishing  the  rivers  and  streams  and 
oceans.  The  rain  nourishes  the  budding  crops  and  the  new  life  waiting  to 
come  forth  from  our  Mother.  The  rains  are  warm  and  gentle.  The  rains  are 
cold  and  bone  chilling.  The  rains  can  go  on  for  many  moons  and  overflow  the 
rivers  and  show  its  mighty  force  to  all  in  its  path.  But  the  rain  is  our 
brother.  Without  the  rain,  we  would  not  live.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indi 

The  joy  at  watching  the  blue  sky  shine  so  brightly  or  a darkened,  star 
filled  night  sky.  To  see  the  power  of  the  Thunderbeings  as  they  fill  the 
sky  - mighty  in  power  - glorious  in  beauty.  Reminding  us  of  the  power  in 
all  creation.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian. 

Standing  on  the  sandy  beach  of  the  ocean,  in  the  thick  woods  along  a mighty 
river  or  small  stream.  Hearing  the  roar  of  the  mighty  falls  or  the  gentle 
musical  trickle  of  a mountain  brook.  It  sings  to  us  - the  ocean  crashes  and 
roars  and  laps  the  sandy  beaches  gently.  The  river  rushes  fast  and  has 
great  strength.  The  stream  reminds  us  of  the  gentleness  we  have  in  our 
nature.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian. 

The  beat  of  the  drum,  the  heartbeat  of  our  Mother  touches  our  every  fiber 
and  being.  We  feel  it  in  our  hearts  and  souls.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  the 
Indian . 

Mother  Earth  under  our  feet,  as  we  dance  in  the  Sacred  Circle,  our  hearts 
beating  as  one  with  our  Mother,  the  wind  and  sun  and  air  surrounds  us,  the 
birds  sing  as  we  sing  in  our  hearts.  Overhead  a hawk  or  Grandfather  Eagle 
soars,  bringing  us  blessings,  bringing  us  the  gift  of  knowing  we  are  all 
connected  and  our  prayers  are  heard  from  the  Greatest  Life  Giver  of  all  - 
the  Creator  of  all  Creation.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian. 

We  seek  the  right  road  to  follow  and  sometimes  we  take  a wrong  turn  but 
there  are  lessons  to  be  learned  and  we  face  the  challenges.  We  must  either 
walk  this  road  a long  time,  or  we  overcome  the  thick  branches  that  have 
fallen  on  the  road,  and  we  move  on,  our  Spirits  strong,  stronger  than 
before.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian. 

We  share  what  we  have  with  others.  We  take  only  what  we  need.  We  respect 
our  Mother.  We  are  proud  of  who  we  are,  but  we  remember  who  we  are.  We 
remember  that  our  greatest  obstacle  is  ourselves,  to  overcome  that  greatest 
enemy  on  the  road  we  walk.  This  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian. 


Clean  hands,  clean  eyes,  good  heart  and  strong  spirit. 

This  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Indian. 

Evening  Rain  Calling  Crow  - Cherokee 
February  7,  2000 

Dedicated  to  my  Mother,  who  passed  onto  the  Spirit  World  on  February  7,  1976. 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Feb  2000  06:20:58  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  20-26 

PEPELUALI 

February 

Kaulua 

20 

My  hope  lies  in  the  future;  my  strength  lies  in  the  past;  my  survival 
lies  in  the  joining  of  the  two. 

21 

Look  into  the  eyes  of  a stranger,  ...  and  find  a friend. 

22 

Trust  in  the  lessons  of  our  heritage. 

23 

A dream  is  a wild  bird  upon  the  wind! 

24 

See  the  world  through  the  eyes  of  a child. 

25 

Love  is  a gift  that  grows  only  with  the  giving. 

26 

What  is  once  found  is  never  truly  lost. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  4 February  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

lanet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Date:  Mon,  24  Han  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 
Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 


Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food,  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans. 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Flealing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  Flistory  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Sat,  12  Feb  2000  20:34:16  -0800 

From:  BMSDN@aol.com  (by  way  of  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com>) 
Sub j : [BIGMTLIST]  Wounded  Knee/BM/Uwa/etc . Gathering 

Remember  Wounded  Knee 
1890-1973 

Speaker:  Floyd  Red  Crow  Westermann,  Lakota 
(waiting  for  confirmation) 

In  1890  federal  troops  massacred  300  unarmed  Indians  at  Wounded  Knee, 

South  Dakota.  In  1973  the  government  again  mustered  its  forces  against  the 
Indian  people  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  who  had  gathered  at  Wounded 
Knee  to  protest  the  continuing  injustices  to  their  people  and  the 
government'  violation  of  their  treaty  rights  under  the  1868  Treaty. 

Food/Resistance  Songs/Drum  Group 

Music:  Carlos  Reynosa*Aztlan  Underground  (wfc) 

Speakers  to  Discuss  current  issues: 

* [unreadable]  Nation,  Columbia 

*Big  Mountain,  Dineh  Nation  - Lenora  Flatathlie 

^Indian  Mascots,  Becky  Sanchez 

*EZLN  Chiapas,  Mexico 

*Pascua  Yaqui  Nation  - (wfc) 

*Free  Leonard  Peltier 

Friday,  March  3,  2000 

Place:  The  Unitarian  Church  of  Orange  County 
511  S.  Flarbor  Blvd. 

Anaheim,  CA 

(Corner  of  Flarbor/Santa  Ana  Blvd.) 

Time:  6:30pm.  - 11:00pm. 

This  is  a FREE  event 

Directions  from  LA:  Take  5 south  exit  on  Flarbor  going  Northbound.  Before 
Lincoln  and  it  is  on  the  left  hand  side. 

For  more  information:  BMSDN@aol.com  (714)  539-2266 

*****(wfc)  Waiting  for  Confirmation 

Sponsored  by:  Bela-ish-cla-ee  ( Indigenous  Peoples  support  for  Sovereign 
Dineh  Nation)  & So.  CA  American  Indian  Movement 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 


Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  09  3an  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Sub  j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Flope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Flope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Ha  j j Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 


Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 
Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 


Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  Jewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Ho  Anne  Steele;  MC:  lolo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

IULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 


MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 


HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


From:  Montana's  Travel  Guide 
March 

1999  MSU-Billings  Annual  Inter-Tribal  PowWow 
3/19/99-3/20/99 
Billings,  Montana 
406-657-2561 
April 

Indian  Powwow-  MSU  Indian  Club 


4/2/99-4/3/99 
Bozeman,  Montana 
406-782-0461 

May 

Buffalo  Feast  & Powwow 
5/14/99-5/16/99 
St.  Ignatius,  MT 
406-745-2951 
Flathead  Reservation 

Great  Falls  Powwow 
5/28/99 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
406-761-3165 
Dune 

Red  Bottom  Celebration 

6/17/99-6/20/99 

Frazer,  Montana 

406-768-5557 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Badlands  Celebration 

6/25/99-6/27/99 

Brockton,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Little  Bighorn  Days 
6/23/99-6/28/99 
Flardin,  Montana 
406-665-1672 
Crow  Reservation 

101st  Annual  Arlee  Celebration 
6/30/99-7/4/99 
Arlee,  Montana 
406-745-4984 
Flathead  Reservation 
Duly 

Valley  of  the  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and  Rodeo 

7/1/99-7/5/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  River  Days 

7/3/99-7/5/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-448-2570 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

North  American  Indian  Days 
7/8/99-7/11/99 

Blackfeet  Tribal  Fairgrounds 
Browning,  Montana 
406-338-7179 
Blackfeet  Reservation 

Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow 
7/16/99-7/18/99 
Elmo,  Montana 
406-675-0160 
Flathead  Reservation 


Milk  River  Indian  Days 


7/22/99-7/25/99 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 

406-353-2901 

Fort  Belknap  Reservation 

Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 

7/23/99-7/25/99 

Hamilton,  Montana 

406-961-4705 

Flathead  Reservation 

Standing  Bear  Celebration 
7/24/99-7/26/99 
Poplar,  Montana 
406-768-3506 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
August 

Rocky  Boy's  Annual  Pow  Wow 
8/6/99-8/8/99 

Rocky  Boy's  Agency,  Montana 

406-265-4282 

Rocky  Boy's  Reservation 

Wadopana  Celebration 

8/6/99-8/8/99 

Wolf  Point,  Montana 

406-768-5131 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

121st  Commemoration  of  the  Big  Hole 
8/9/99 

Wisdom,  Montana 
406-689-3155 

Crow  Fair  Powwow  & Rodeo 

8/20/99-8/22/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration 
8/26/99-8/29/99 
Fort  Kipp,  Montana 
406-768-5155 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
September 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Day  of  Honor 
9/4/99 

Pryor,  Montana 
406-252-1289 
Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  Indian  Days 

9/4/99-9/6/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield  Pipe  Ceremony 
9/13/99 

Laurel,  Montana 
406-628-8105 

North  American  Indian  Alliance  Pow  Wow 
9/17/99-9/18/99 


Butte,  Montana 
406-782-0461 

Native  American  Awareness  Week 

9/20/99-9/24/99 

Pablo,  Montana 

406-675-0160 

Flathead  Reservation 

Last  Chance  Community  Pow-Wow 
9/24/99-9/26/99 
Helena,  Montana 
406-442-9267 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Tue,  11  Dan  2000  22:27:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Winter  2000  Pow  Wow  list 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 
>Southeast< 

Note  I:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have 
their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify 
dates ! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well.  In 
addition:  Due  to  a lack  of  time,  and  difficulty  involved  in  maintaining  such 
a broad-based  list,  I will  no  longer  actively  seek  to  obtain  listings  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  I will  occasionally 
continue  to  list  events  from  these  states  (and  others)  when  convenience 
allows . 

ru  rw  ru  \J  /V 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 


Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Now,  through  May:  Cotton  Blossom  Classroom  Cruises,  on  the  Cotton  Blossom 
Riverboat,  departing  from  the  docks  at  the  Mobile  Convention  Center,  Mobile. 
One  hour  and  one  & 1/2  hour  educational  cruises,  featuring  lectures  on 
ecology,  archaeology  and  history.  Hours  TBA.  Admission  charged.  Contact: 

Terri  Gresham  (334)  438-3060. 

Now,  through  Dune  26:  High  Stakes  Indian  Bingo,  at  the  Creek  Bingo  Palace  on 
the  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Reservation,  Atmore.  Each  Saturday  & Sunday  at 
1:00pm,  and  Mondays  at  5:00pm.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (800)  826-9121. 

Note:  For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau  of 
Tourism  and  Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA,  or  visit  online  at  www.touralabama .org.  For  pow  wow  listings 
and  information  on  Alabama's  state-recognized  Indian  tribes,  contact:  Alabama 
Indian  Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104 
or  call  (334)  242-2831. 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 

Feb.  11-20:  Second  Annual  Brooksville  Pow  Wow  & Mountain  Man  Rendezvous, 
Mondon  Hill  Road  (off  Route  41  & Rte.  50),  Brooksville.  Sponsored  by  Ken 
Platt  & S.A.  Williams  Corp.  Daily  events  will  include: 

skillet/tomahawk/knife/horseshoe  throwing;  rock  chunking;  cider  drinking; 
blackpowder  rifle/pistol  & blowgun  shooting;  sack  & egg  races;  hoop  running, 
and  more.  Dress  for  all  traders  is  pre-1750.  Trader  fee  is  $75.00  for  the 
full  10  days.  Flag  raising  daily  at  7am;  traders  open  9am  - 9pm.  AD:  Damie 
Nemeth.  ST:  Lady  Hawk;  FP:  Spirit  Warrior  & Dave  McCullen;  there  will  be  an 
open  drum  daily;  due  to  length  of  event,  HM  & HL  will  be  selected  daily  from 
participants.  There  will  be  Native  American  music,  arts  & crafts,  flint 
knapping,  cooking,  tanning,  weaving,  woodworking,  beading,  spear  & archery 
demonstrations,  and  more.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults;  $1.00  - students  & 
seniors  (over  65).  Info:  Billy  Rainwater  (352)  797-0324  or  Ken  Platt  (352) 
796-2335  or  Damie  Nemeth  (352)  821-0256,  or  e-mail:  SpiritHawkTradrs@aol.com. 

Feb.  18-19:  Seminole  Tribal  Festival  & PRCA  Rodeo,  on  the  Brighton 
Reservation,  US  441  & Sterling  Road,  Hollywood.  Admission:  $10.00  - adults; 
$5.00  - students.  No  outside  food  vendors.  Booth  fee:  $350.00.  Native  traders 
only,  tribal  ID  required.  Exhibition  dancing/no  competition.  Deep  water 
alligator  wrestling  & snake  show.  Seminole  Indian  food,  golf  tournament, 
bowling  tournament.  Info:  (954)  967-3434  or  (800)  683-7800,  ext.  1305. 

Feb.  18-20:  St.  Augustine  American  Indian  Festival,  on  the  Festival  Field, 

St.  Augustine.  Info:  Frank  Moore  (813)  654-9158  or  (904)  756-7900. 

Feb.  25-27:  Vero  Beach  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Indian  River  County  Fairgrounds, 
58th  Ave.j  near  Kiwanis-Hobart  Park,  Vero  Beach.  Info:  (561)  778-8128  or 
(561)  567-1995  after  6pm. 


GEORGIA 

No  current  listings. 


KENTUCKY 

No  current  listings. 


LOUISIANA 


Man.  10-12:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Bogalusa  Sports  Complex, 
Avenue  B,  Bogalusa.  Hosted  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society.  HM: 
Spirit  Horse;  HL:  Frances  Johnson;  H.  Little  Boy:  Trent  Dardar;  H.  Little 
Girl:  Paige  Chaisson;  HD:  Caney  Creek  Singers.  All  drums,  dancers,  staffs  & 
princesses  welcome.  Info:  Michelle  (504)  732-3484/fax:  735-8744  or  Frances 
(225)  675-6184,  or  e-mail:  okanowa@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Johnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Mar.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 
Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Feb.  19:  American  Indian  Center  of  St.  Louis  Pow  Wow,  at  Grants  Shelter, 
inside  Jefferson  Barracks  Park,  St.  Louis.  Info:  (314)  773-3316/fax: 
773-3160,  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 
OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  James  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TENNESSEE 
No  current  listings. 


VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 


Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  Riven  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Iordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM : Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7009,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


TEXAS 

Feb.  19-20:  United  San  Antonio  Pow  Wow,  San  Antonio.  Info:  (210)  736-3702. 

Mar.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


VIRGINIA 

No  current  listings. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


ELSEWHERE 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 

Note:  updates  will  be  posted  as  more  information  becomes  available.  Spring 
listings  (for  March-April-May)  have  already  been  released,  and  are  being 
updated  with  new  information  as  it  becomes  available.  Updates  of  some  of  the 
Florida  events  in  this  issue  were  courtesy  of  Dimmy  Boy  Dial.  Wado,  oginali. 

Note  II:  after  Danuary  27th,  I may  not  be  reached  at  wanige@aol.com;  so  send 
further  correspondence  to  me  at  sablesage@webtv.net.  Thanks. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Wild  Horse  via  One  Wolf,  Renee  Still  Day, 
Martha  E Ture,  Harvey  Arden,  Eugene  Kaye  via  Cyn/Omoya,  Pat  Morris, 

Larry  Innes,  Valerie  Scott,  Evening  Rain  Calling  Crow,  Steve  Carr, 

Danet  Smith,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis, 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:43:52  2000 
Date:  Tue,  22  Feb  2000  18:56:28  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.009 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Tewa  Pueblo  moon  of  the  cedar  dust  wind 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz,  NatFilm,  Innu-L,  Triballaw, 

Nez  Perce  Treaties,  LPDC,  Minn-Ind  & Big  Mountain  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native; 
http: //www. mis sou lanews . com/News/News . asp?no=734 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"All  things  in  the  world  are  two.  In  our  minds  we  are  two  - good  and  evil. 
With  our  eyes  we  see  two  things,  things  that  are  fair  and  things  that  are 
ugly.  We  have  the  right  hand  that  strikes  and  makes  for  evil  and  the 
left  hand  full  of  kindness,  near  the  heart.  One  foot  may  lead  us  to  an 
evil  way,  the  other  foot  may  lead  us  to  a good.  So  are  all  things,  two, 
all  two." 

Eagle  Chief  (Letakots-Lesa),  Pawnee 


+.  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
t Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

i of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 


I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
t Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  j 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


ions  Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  _ + 
i Journey  ! 

[ The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


+- 


- + 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 
First,  an  urgent  lookout  call! 


Date:  Mon,  21  Feb  2000  13:47:13  -0800 

From:  hunting  <hunts4medicinelN0huSPAM@aol . com . invalid> 

Sub j : missing  elder  forward  from  kola 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

- - FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[alert  provided  by  Lona.  Thanks!] 

Sun,  20  Feb  2000 

http : //www . nava johopiob server . com/ news . htm 
Missing  Person 

Rose  Manymules  was  last  seen  on  January  22,  2000.  She  is  an  elderly 
Navajo  woman  who  does  not  understand  English.  She  is  73  years  old,  and 
5'-  3"  tall.  She  is  possibly  wearing  a blue  or  maroon  skirt  and  light  blue 
Pendleton  jacket. 

If  you  have  any  information  or  have  seen  Rose  Manymules,  please  contact 
Page  Police  Department,  (520)  645-2461; 

Page  Sheriff's  Office,  (520)  645-8837; 

County  Sheriff's  Office,  (800)  338-7888; 

Tuba  City  Police  Department,  (520)  283-4527  or  (520)  283-3111; 

Sheriann  Sloan,  (520)  283-5123; 
or  Pauline  Tso,  (520)  283-8906. 

=/\=/W\=/\=/\=/W\=/\=/\=/\=/WW\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/WWWW\= 

Next,  a reminder  that  what  "appears"  to  be  going  on  to  an  outsider 
may  not  be  what  is  actually  happening  on  a Rez. 

As  I have  said  many  times,  be  careful  what  you  take  to  heart  - especially 
if  the  source  is  the  internet. 

Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  10:27:24  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Candy  Graff  <timpsila99(3yahoo . com> 

Gary 

Dust  a quick  note  for  whatever  its  worth.  In  reading 
of  the  tribal  takeover  in  Pine  Ridge  and  in  talking 
about  Bob  Ecoffey  BIA  using  scare  tactics  on  those 


holding  the  offices,  I wonder  if  the  writer  knows 
several  members  of  those  are  Bob  own  family?  I wonder 
if  "scare  tactics"  is  right?  Candy  Graff-timpsila99@yahoo.com 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Here  we  go  again.  Read  the  following  message  that  arrived  this  week. 
It  becomes  apparent  the  United  States  _does_  have  the  authority  to  stop 
Montana  from  slaughtering  the  free-standing  Yellowstone  Buffalo  herd, 
but  has  abbrogated  it's  responsibility  to  do  so. 

If  this  pisses  you  off  as  much  as  it  does  me,  clip  this  piece  and 
put  it  in  the  hands  of  your  Congressional  Representatives,  Senators  and 
Tribal  leaders. 

lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 

Original  Message  

From:  Kim  <wdreamer@prodigy.net> 

Sub  j : the  US  does  NOT  lose  its  jurisdiction  once  the  buffalo  step  out  of 
Yellowstone  boundary  . . . 


lanet. 

From  the  Boycott  Montana  Beef  article  in  this  WI:  ""They  are  only 
protected  by  Federal  law  as  long  as  they  are  in  Yellowstone,  but  the  US 
loses  their  jurisdiction  as  soon  as  they  step  one  foot  out  of  the 
Yellowstone  boundary." 

Why  is  it  NEVER  brought  up  - people  just  do  not  know?  - but  the  U S 
Forest  Service  does  have  the  authority  to  order  Montana  to  stop  the  killing, 
they  just  have  chosen  NOT  to  excercise  it.  This  was  stated  in  the  DEIS 
comments  (below)  and  to  me  by  D 1 Schubert  over  the  phone.  Will  you  put 
this  in  WI?  People  need  to  know  this  too.  Since  the  below  statement  is 
from  the  DEIS  is  permission  needed  to  print  it?  Are  the  DEIS  comments 
considered  "public"? 

Content  Analysis  of  Public  Comment  For  the  Interagency  Bison  Management 
Plan  For  the  State  of  Montana  and  Yellowstone  National  Park 

Objectives  and  Constraints  [page  27] 

Comment  8 

"...In  this  case,  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  and,  specifically  the  Gallatin 
National  Forest,  has  consistently  and  conveniently  ducked  or  avoided  any 
responsibility  for  the  tragic  and  unnecessary  slaughter  of  Yellowstone's 
bison.  It  continues  to  claim  that  it  has  no  responsibility  for  the 
managment  of  Yellowstone  bison  on  its  lands  becuse  it's  role  is  in  the 
management  of  habitat  while  the  state  wildlife  agency  is  "largely" 
responsible  for  managing  the  wildlife.  DEIS  at  30.  In  other  words,  the 
Forest  Service  claims  to  have  virtually  no  authority  of  the  management  of 
wildlife,  except  federally  protected  species,  on  its  lands.  This 
interpretation  is  in  error.  Through  this  authority,  USFS  can  call  into 
question,  and  even  prohibit,  certain  wildlife  management  strategies  imposed 
by  the  State  either  with  cooperation  of  the  State  or  by  issuing  closure 
orders  to  prohibit  an  activity  from  an  area.  The  National  Forest  Management 
Act  requires,  for  example,  the  USFS  to  maintain  a viable  population  of 
native  wildlife  on  its  lands..  Moreover,  despite  this  legal  requirement,  the 
USFS  has  consistently  violated  this  law  by  allowing  Montana  to  kill  nearly 
all  bison  who  emigrate  onto  USFS  lands.  The  few  bison  who  remain  do  not 
constitute  a viable  population."  - Business  - Schubert  and  Associates  For 
Fund  for  Animals,  YELL-14714 

Content  Analysis  of  Public  Comment  For  the  Interagency  Bison  Management 
Plan  For  the  State  of  Montana  and  Yellowstone  National  Park 
Department  of  the  Interior,  National  Park  Service 
Department  of  Agriculture,  U.  S.  Forest  Service 

Department  of  Agriculture,  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service 
State  of  Montana 
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RE:  Danny  Bates  Crosses  Over" 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  16:18:00  -0600  (CST) 
From:  susanbates@webtv.net  (Susan  Bates) 

Sub j : Danny  Bates  Crosses  Over 


Danny  was  the  editor  of  the  Native  American  Journal. 

Danny  Lee  Bates,  51,  of  Thayer,  Missouri,  stepped  into  the  light  on 
February  16,  2000,  at  West  Plains,  Missouri,  after  a lengthy  illness.  He 
was  born  February  26,  1948,  in  a log  cabin  at  Couch,  Missouri,  the 
oldest  son  of  Mary  Frances  Barnett  and  Willard  Jackson  Bates.  He  was 
raised  in  the  Jefferson  City  area  where  his  father  was  employed  as  a 
lineman  for  Missouri  Power  and  Light. 

He  married  first  Hester  White  and  to  this  union  3 children  were  born: 
George  Jackson,  Frances  Eugenia  and  Christopher  Michael.  On  November  30, 
1974,  he  married  Susan  Welch  in  Shelbyville,  Illinois.  They  had  one 
daughter,  Dana  Lyn.  Survivors  include  son  George  Bates,  wife  Rachel  and 
son  Jesse  Lee  of  Gretna,  Louisiana;  daughter  Frances  "Frannie"  Wicker 
and  sons  Michael  and  Thad  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois;  son  Christopher 
Bates  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois;  and  daughter  Dana  Lyn  (Mrs.  Allen) 
Stephenson  and  son  Joshua  Allen  of  Springfield,  Missouri.  He  also  leaves 
6 brothers  and  sisters  and  tons  of  aunts,  uncles,  cousins,  nieces  and 
nephews . 

Of  Cherokee/Creek  heritage,  Danny  became  obsessed  with  wanting  to  know 
why  his  people  had  become  "white."  This  obsession  led  to  him  writing  "In 
Search  Of  Our  Cherokee  Ancestors"  which  has  run  for  over  4 years  in  the 
Hill  & Holler  Review.  He  helped  thousands  of  people  reconnect  with  their 
heritage.  There  was  seldom  a day  in  the  last  4 years  that  someone  didn't 
come  to  visit  - wanting  and  needing  direction.  Our  phone  rang 
continually.  Not  only  did  local  people  seek  him  out,  he  got  letters  from 


all  50  states  and  4 foreign  countries. 

Danny  understood  very  clearly  that  this  is  the  time  when  our  People  need 
to  come  together  and  live  by  the  old  ways  that  had  sustained  us  for 
thousands  of  years  before  the  white  man  came  here  to  destroy  us  and  our 
beloved  "Mother."  Creator  told  him  that  now  is  the  time  to  bring  back 
the  Peace  Villages  where  those  who  are  lost  may  go  to  get  reconnected  to 
themselves  and  walk  the  Beauty  Path.  Partly  through  his  efforts  this  is 
being  done  as  I write  these  words. 

Shortly  before  he  passed,  Danny  had  a prophetic  dream.  In  this  dream  he 
walked  into  a black  cave.  Inside  were  three  elders  sitting  in  front  of  a 
fire.  One  was  holding  a pipe,  and  as  Danny  came  closer,  offered  it  to 
him.  "Welcome,  Firestarter, " the  elder  said.  "What  kept  you  so  long?" 
Firestarter  has  gone  home,  but  his  work  will  go  on. 

Now  he  is  one  of  the  Ancestors. 

- — "RE:  Indian  Remains  Found  Near  SD  Lake"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Feb  2000  07:32:50  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  02-17-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Indian  Remains  Found  Near  SD  Lake 
By  BECKY  BOHRER 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
2/16/2000 

LAKE  ANDES,  S.D.  (AP)  - When  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  drained 
water  from  Lake  Francis  Case  in  December  to  make  room  for  spring  runoff, 
it  made  a ghastly  discovery:  skulls,  a spinal  column,  a child's  ribcage 
and  nearly  one  complete  skeleton  belonging  to  members  of  the  Yankton  Sioux 
tribe . 

The  remains  - believed  to  come  from  at  least  seven  people  - were  from  an 
Indian  burial  site  that  was  supposedly  moved  en  masse  in  1953  to  make  way 
for  the  construction  of  a dam  and  the  manmade  lake  behind  it. 

On  Friday,  the  remains  are  to  be  reburied  on  state  land  recently  donated 
to  the  tribe  by  Gov.  Bill  Danklow. 

The  collected  and  bagged  remains  have  been  in  wooden  boxes  atop  a 
scaffold  overlooking  the  lake,  while  Indians  prayed  over  the  bones  and 
awaited  the  designation  of  a proper  burial  site. 

Bone  fragments  were  found  in  the  area  in  the  1960s  and  early  1990s  - but 
never  to  this  extent.  And  tribal  members  are  complaining  about  what  they 
describe  as  the  corps  insensitivity  in  handling  this  case. 

A half-century  ago,  the  Indians  living  in  the  community  of  White  Swan 
were  relocated  before  the  lake  swallowed  up  their  community.  The  corps 
also  arranged  at  the  time  for  a funeral  home  to  exhume  the  remains  in  438 
gravesites  and  move  them. 

Corps  archaeologist  Sandy  Barnum  said  the  recently  discovered  bones  may 
have  come  from  unmarked  graves  or  from  those  with  wooden  markers  that  had 
disintegrated  or  were  lost.  The  earliest  burials  in  the  community  were  in 
1883,  according  to  church  records.  The  most  recent  were  1949. 

"I  thought  they  had  recovered  them  all,"  said  Gene  LeRoy,  one  of  about 
15  tribal  members  who  kept  a vigil  at  the  site.  "I  remember  standing  and 
watching  the  remains  floating." 

"I  thought  they  let  our  people  down,"  he  said  of  the  corps. 

"RE : Yellowstone  Buffalo"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Han  2000  21:24:30  -0800 
From:  Pam  <pamb@efn .org> 

Sub j : FWD:  Yellowstone  Buffalo,  1/25/00 


The  following  is  forwarded  from  the  folks  living  in  the  field  who  are 


attempting  to  protect  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  herd  from  total  destruction. 
For  those  interested  in  the  recent  history  (going  back  several  years)  of 
the  plight  of  the  Yellowstone  herd,  I have  additional  background 
information  on  my  web  site  at 

http://www.geocities.com/RainForest/Canopy/4636  . --  Pam 


Department  of  Livestock  Attempts  to  Flaze  Bull  Buffalo:  Activist 
Assaulted  by  Agent 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  January  25,  2000 

Contact:  Daniel  Brister,  Michael  S.  Mease  (406)646-0070 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  - Shortly  after  noon  today,  the  Montana  Department 
of  Livestock  (DOL)  attempted  to  haze  a bull  buffalo  from  the  south  side  of 
the  Madison  River.  Three  DOL  agents  on  snowmobiles,  accompanied  by  an 
officer  from  the  Gallatin  County  Sheriff's  department,  participated  in  the 
operation . 

During  this  operation  in  Gallatin  National  Forest,  Buffalo  Field 
Campaign  volunteer  Andrea  Rightsell  was  assaulted  by  a DOL  agent  as  she 
approached  to  ask  a question.  Rightsell  was  standing  in  front  of  the 
agent  when  he  ran  into  her  with  his  snowmobile,  knocking  her  to  the  ground 
She  intends  to  press  charges. 

The  object  of  the  DOL's  hazing  operation  was  a lone  bull  who  has  been 
out  of  the  park  less  than  a week,  on  National  Forest  land  designated  as 
wildlife  habitat.  It  is  unclear  whether  the  DOL  intended  to  capture  the 
buffalo  or  haze  him  back  to  the  park.  Hazing  buffalo  causes  them 
unnecessary  stress  and  taxes  the  crucial  energy  reserves  they  need  to 
survive  the  winter.  The  bull  was  forced  to  run  through  snow  deep  enough 
that  the  DOL's  snowmobiles  became  stuck  repeatedly. 

Montana  has  recently  come  under  fire  from  federal  agencies  for  its 
mismanagement  of  the  Yellowstone  herd.  Although  there  has  never  been  a 
documented  case  of  brucellosis  transmission  from  wild  buffalo  to  livestock 
the  state  maintains  a zero-tolerance  policy  for  buffalo  migrating  from  the 
park.  The  state  insists  such  measures  are  necessary  to  preserve  the 
brucellosis-free  status  of  Montana's  cattle. 

The  state's  position  is  neither  supported  by  science  nor  endorsed  by  the 
Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  (APHIS),  the  federal  body 
responsible  for  maintaining  the  state's  brucellosis-free  status.  "We 
don't  feel  there's  a need  to  kill  every  bison  that  comes  out  of  the  park," 
said  APHIS  spokesperson  Patrick  Collins. 

Because  bulls  cannot  transmit  the  disease,  APHIS  considers  them  "low 
risk"  and  says  their  presence  in  the  state  will  not  jeopardize  Montana's 
brucellosis-free  status.  Of  the  ninety  buffalo  shipped  to  slaughter  last 
winter,  forty-two  were  bulls.  These  animals  were  killed  in  the  name  of 
protecting  cattle,  who  do  not  even  return  to  the  area  until  Dune  15. 

"The  DOL  is  totally  unqualified  to  be  managing  the  buffalo,  as  today's 
events  clearly  show.  We  can't  afford  to  entrust  our  last  free  herd  of 
buffalo  to  an  agency  that  doesn't  seem  to  know  or  care  how  to  protect 
them,"  said  Emily  Kodama,  a volunteer  with  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign. 

Video  footage  and  still  photos  available  upon  request 
Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
(formerly  Buffalo  Nations) 

PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 
www .wild roc kies . org/buff alo 

"RE : Governor  Racicot  Visits  Tribal  Headquarters"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Feb  2000  12:14:27  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Governor  Racicot  visits  tribal  headquarters 


Mailing  List: 


TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity . sfsu.edu) 


From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 

sent  by  Lona. .thanks! 

http : //www. charkoosta . com/ news 1 . html 

Feb.  18,  2000 

Governor  Racicot  visits  tribal  headquarters 

PABLO  --  Montana  Governor  Marc  Racicot  spent  Wednesday  on  the  Flathead 
Reservation  discussing  water  rights  at  meetings  in  Poison  and  at  tribal 
headquarters  here. 

His  visit  was  prompted  by  a recent  Montana  Supreme  Court  decision  that 
said  the  state  cannot  grant  new  water  rights  permits  within  reservation 
boundaries  until  the  Salish  and  Kootenai  people's  reserved  rights  are 
measured  out. 

Following  a morning  session  at  the  county  courthouse  in  Poison,  an 
invitation  to  lunch  with  the  Flathead  Basin  Commission  at  the  KwaTaqNuk 
Resort,  and  a brief  visit  with  the  tribal  Department  of  Fluman  Resource 
Development  staff,  Racicot  met  with  the  Tribal  Council  in  front  of  a crowd 
of  interested  tribal  members  and  others. 

Racicot  outlined  what  he  called  "the  state's  understanding"  about  the 
CSKT  v.  Clinch  decision  handed  down  on  Dec.  30,  1999.  Put  simply,  the 
state  believes  the  decision  will  not  hamper  the  transfer  of  existing 
rights  related  to  property  sales.  It  does  affect  use  of  surface  water  and 
tributary  groundwater  sources. 

The  Supreme  Court's  December  action  stems  back  to  a similar  decision 
handed  down  in  1996,  when  the  court  told  the  state  it  could  not  issue 
water-use  permits  for  reservation  water  until  tribal  rights  are  finalized. 
The  1997  state  legislature  responded  by  passing  a law  designed  to  negate 
the  decision. 

The  Tribes  filed  suit,  arguing  that  the  new  law  violated  a 
constitutional  requirement  that  the  state  protect  existing  water  rights. 

The  Supreme  Court,  while  not  declaring  the  law  unconstitutional,  re- 
affirmed that  the  state  cannot  issue  permits  because  it  can't  be 
determined  if  they'll  affect  existing  rights  until  the  Tribes'  rights  have 
been  quantified. 

Racicot  told  both  the  Pablo  and  Poison  audiences  that  the  state  does  not 
plan  to  pursue  the  Clinch  decision  any  further  through  the  courts. 
Litigation  is  the  least-favored  option,  the  governor  said  --  an  opinion 
echoed  by  Tribal  Council  Chairman  Fred  Matt. 

Matt,  who  prefaced  his  comments  with  praise  for  Racicot 's  leadership 
throughout  his  two  terms,  said  the  Tribes  is  ready  to  begin  negotiations 
with  the  state  Montana  Reserved  Water  Rights  Commission.  Commission 
director  Susan  Cottingham  admitted  that  they're  behind  schedule  because  of 
staff  and  budget  limitations.  Racicot  said  the  beginning  of  a staff-to- 
staff  exchange  of  information  could  be  arranged  as  soon  as  next  week, 
however. 

The  hour-long  meeting  included  closing  statements,  so  to  speak,  from 
tribal  elder  Pat  Pierre,  who  left  the  governor  with  a question  to  ponder: 
"Why  is  it  that  we're  constantly  battling  to  keep  what's  ours?" 

The  governor's  visit,  believed  to  be  his  first  to  tribal  headquarters, 
was  arranged  by  State  Senator  Mike  Taylor  to  answer  non-Indian 
constituents'  concerns  about  the  local  water  rights  situation  and  future 
development  within  reservation  boundaries. 

Reprinted  under  the  Fair  Use  http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html 
doctrine  of  international  copyright  law. 
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"RE : Nez  Perce  Tribal  Member  Tax  Appeal  Denied"  


Date:  Tue,  15  Feb  2000  23:25:37  EST 


From:  ManthaET@aol.com 

Sub  j : Nez  Perce  Treaties  : Tribal  member's  tax  appeal  denied... 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  02/15/2000  2:58:20  PM  Pacific  Standard  Time 
From:  cpetras@stratos . net  (Charles  Petras) 

To:  Nez_Perce_treaties@listbot . com  (List,  Nez  Perce  Treaties) 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

With  Perfect  Justice...  Nez  Perce  Treaties  - 

http : //members . stratos . net/cpetras 
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Tuesday,  February  15,  2000 

Tribal  member's  tax  appeal  denied;  State  board  upholds  earlier  decision 
against  Kauffman 
By  Kathy  Fledberg 
Of  the  Tribune 

The  Idaho  Board  of  Tax  Appeals  has  upheld  an  earlier  Lewis  County  Board 
of  Equalization  decision  and  denied  a tax  appeal  on  property  belonging  to  a 
Nez  Perce  tribal  member. 

In  a decision  issued  Friday,  the  board  decided  against  Jo  Ann  Kauffman 
of  Kamiah  on  a city  lot  she  purchased  in  1997. 

The  land  had  been  on  the  county's  tax  rolls,  but  after  Kauffman  bought  it, 
it  was  removed  because  she  is  an  enrolled  tribal  member. 

Last  year  the  Lewis  County  Commissioners  said  the  land  should  be  returned 
to  the  tax  rolls  and  Kauffman's  appeal  for  tax  exemption  was  denied  for  the 
1999  tax  year. 

A hearing  was  held  in  Nezperce  last  November,  and  the  case  was  referred  to 
the  state  board  for  a final  decision. 

But  in  a letter  to  the  state  board  dated  Feb.  8,  Kauffman  withdrew  her 
appeal  and  said  she  will  begin  paying  "this  unjust  and  unfair  assessment, 
under  protest,  pending  whatever  final  determination  is  ultimately  rendered 
in  federal  court  regarding  Lewis  County's  assertion  that  the  Nez  Perce 
Reservation  has  been  diminished." 

Kauffman  said  she  believes  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe,  rather  than  an  individual 
member,  should  be  litigating  the  issue. 

During  the  hearing  in  November,  Kauffman  said  she  believed  it  was  improper 
for  the  commissioners  to  bring  up  the  issue  of  reservation  diminishment  in 
her  appeal. 

Kauffman's  husband,  Tom  Keefe,  suggested  it  was  the  county's  involvement 
in  the  North  Central  Idaho  Jurisdictional  Alliance  that  prompted  them  to 
mention  the  diminishment  debate. 

In  her  letter  to  the  state  board,  Kauffman  said  when  the  county 
interjected  the  diminishment  issue  into  the  tax  hearing,  "I  was  disappointed 
but  not  really  surprised.  As  a member  of  the  (alliance)  Lewis  County  and 
other  local  governmental  units  have  vowed  to  seek  every  opportunity  to 
destroy  whatever  jurisdiction  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  still  enjoys  under  its 
treaties . 

"The  Nez  Perce  Tribe,  through  its  elected  officials,  needs  to  decide 
where  and  when  that  battle  is  to  be  joined." 

Kauffman  said  since  no  Idaho  state  court  or  administrative  body  has 
authority  to  make  a valid  decision  regarding  federal  treaty  rights, 
continuing  the  debate  over  her  tax  assessment  in  the  state  system  is 
pointless . 

"As  the  recent  revelations  regarding  Judge  (Barry)  Wood  have  demonstrated, 
the  courts  of  the  state  of  Idaho  are  not  a forum  where  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe 
or  its  members  are  likely  to  find  fairness  or  justice,"  Kauffman  said. 

Wood  has  been  accused  of  a conflict  of  interest  in  the  Snake  River  Basin 
Adjudication,  over  which  he's  presiding.  He  issued  the  ruling  the 
reservation  was  diminished. 

Kauffman  intends  to  wait  until  a federal  court  decision  regarding  the 
extent  of  Idaho's  authority  and  the  tribe's  treaty  rights  are  defined.  If 
such  a decision  supports  her  right  to  be  free  from  the  Lewis  County  taxes, 
Kauffman  said  she  will  seek  a refund  of  all  taxes  she  paid  to  the  county. 


"RE : Conflict  of  Interest  in  Nez  Perce  Water  Rights"  

Date:  02/21/2000  9:11:40  AM  Pacific  Standard  Time 
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Tribal  attorney  says  Wood  is  all  wet;  Gudgell:  Judge's  words  lend  strength 
to  tribe's  claim  of  conflict  of  interest 
By  TARA  KING 
Of  the  Tribune 

Fifth  District  Judge  Barry  Wood  has  a significant  conflict  of  interest  in 
the  Nez  Perce  Tribe's  water  claims  case  despite  saying  otherwise,  a tribal 
attorney  contends. 

In  a reply  filed  Friday  to  Wood's  recent  disclosure,  attorney  K.  Heidi 
Gudgell  says  the  judge  provided  information  that  boosts  the  tribe's 
contention  he  shouldn't  preside  over  the  Snake  River  Basin  Adjudication. 

Last  week,  the  tribe  filed  a motion  asking  Wood  to  disqualify  himself  after 
discovering  the  judge  and  his  brother  have  claims  for  water  in  the  massive 
water  rights  case. 

The  tribe  also  is  asking  that  Wood's  November  ruling  rejecting  the  tribes' 
claims  to  much  of  the  water  in  the  Snake  River  Basin  be  set  aside. 

A hearing  on  the  motion  is  set  for  Tuesday  in  Twin  Falls. 

"It  is  now  a matter  of  record  that  not  only  does  the  judge  himself  own 
irrigated  farmland,  but  his  brother  and  sister  also  own  irrigated  farmland 
and  utilize  surface  irrigation  water  rights  claimed  in  the  (Snake  River 
Basin  Adjudication)  to  irrigate  their  land,"  the  reply  brief  says. 

Wood's  brother,  Frederick  Wood  III  of  Burley,  irrigates  his  property  with 
water  from  a company  that  is  an  objector  to  the  tribe's  claims,  according 
to  the  reply  brief. 

Wood's  sister,  Sharon  L.  Backus  of  Challis,  irrigates  her  property  from  a 
stream  that  is  either  a tributary  to,  or  is  itself,  subject  to  a specific 
claim  asserted  by  the  tribe. 

"The  additional  disclosures  concerning  the  judge's  sister's  and  brother's 
irrigation  interests,  which  directly  conflict  with  the  tribe's  instream 
flow  claims,  only  drives  deeper  the  judge's  conflicts  of  interest,"  Gudgell 
wrote.  And  it  was  not  enough  for  Wood  to  alert  Idaho  Supreme  Court  Chief 
Justice  Linda  Copple  Trout  of  his  interests. 

"None  of  these  interests  were  disclosed  to  the  parties  in  the  SRBA  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  to  the  case,"  Gudgell  wrote. 

"Eight  months  after  his  appointment,  he  dismissed  the  claims  that  posed 
the  greatest  threat  to  irrigated  agriculture  in  the  Snake  River  Basin. 

"In  so  doing,  he  freed  his  and  his  immediate  family  members'  irrigated 
lands  from  a massive  senior  claim  to  the  same  water  that  irrigates  their 
land . " 

Gudgell  also  responds  to  the  state's  contention  the  tribe's  motion  to 
disqualify  Wood  was  untimely. 

"Idaho  law  and  judicial  standards  place  the  burden  of  disclosure  and 
recusal  squarely  upon  judges.  ...  That  duty  is  self-executing,  inflexible 
and  non-discretionary, " she  wrote. 

"It  is  not,  and  should  not  be,  the  duty  of  litigants  to  conduct  intensive 
investigations  or  hire  private  investigators  to  snoop  into  the  private  and 
family  affairs  of  the  members  of  the  judiciary." 

Also,  Gudgell  wrote,  if  the  state  is  "truly  unable  to  find  a disinterested 
judge  ...  a federal  forum  must  be  available  to  the  tribe." 

As  to  the  state's  contention  the  tribe's  motion  is  meritless,  Gudgell 
responds:  "Judge  Wood  has  a direct  interest  that  could  be  substantially 
affected  in  the  judicial  determination  of  whether  the  tribe's  claims  in  the 


mainstem  Snake  River  are  successfully  recognized." 

Also  mentioned  in  the  reply  brief  is  Wood's  denial  he  owns  shares  in  the 
Big  Wood  Canal  Company. 

That  contradicts  the  Idaho  Department  of  Water  Resources  database  files 
Wood's  irrigation  well  claim,  which  indicate  Wood  possesses  shares  in  the 
company,  Gudgell  wrote. 
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Indian  Children  Fall  Behind,  Drop  Out 
BY  HENRY  3.  CORDES,  LISA  PRUE  AND  PAUL  GOODSELL 
c.  2000  OMAHA  WORLD-HERALD 
c.  February  13,  2000 

Back  in  an  older  time,  before  the  white  man  washed  over  the  land  like 
a flood,  T.D.  Baxter's  American  Indian  ancestors  were  taught  as  children 
what  they  needed  to  survive. 

They  learned  how  to  make  fire.  They  learned  to  hunt  and  gather  food. 

They  learned  to  build  shelters  from  the  cold.  They  learned  from  tribal 
elders  the  traditions  and  history  that  sustained  their  way  of  life. 

Many  Indian  students,  such  as  T.D.  Baxter,  left,  grow  indifferent  toward 
school.  Baxter  often  skips  class  at  Omaha  Nation  School  on  the  Omaha 
Reservation.  He  sits  in  art  class  with  Deff  Webster  in  front  of  a mural 
depicting  Chief  Big  Elk's  prophecy. 

To  T.D.'s  mother,  lanice,  a member  of  the  Omaha  Tribe  who  lives  on  the 
tribe's  northeast  Nebraska  reservation,  education  today  is  no  less  a 
matter  of  survival  for  her  son  or  her  people. 

Not  only  do  they  need  to  know  the  culture  and  spirituality  of  their 
tribe  and  race,  they  also  need  the  knowledge  and  skills  to  compete  in 
today's  fast-changing  world.  Symbolically,  Indian  children  need  to 
graduate  from  school  to  adulthood  holding  an  eagle  feather  in  one  hand  and 
a personal  computer  in  the  other. 

But  that's  not  the  kind  of  education  that  a majority  of  the  nation's  600 
000  Indian  students  - both  on  reservations  and  in  cities  - receive  today. 
By  almost  any  measure,  America's  schools  badly  fail  to  do  their  part  to 
educate  Indian  children. 

In  a yearlong  examination  of  Indian  education  in  America,  The  World- 
Herald  found: 

At  least  one  out  of  three  Indian  children  nationally  drop  out  of  high 
school  before  getting  a diploma,  a dropout  rate  that  is  almost  four  times 
that  of  white  Americans  and  the  highest  of  any  minority  group.  In  some 
schools,  the  failure  rate  for  Indian  students  approaches  100  percent. 

Truancy  among  Indian  children  is  epidemic.  In  some  schools  in  Nebraska 
and  nationally,  Indian  students  miss  an  average  of  almost  one  day  of 
school  a week.  For  thousands  of  Indian  children,  going  to  school  is  a day- 
to-day  question. 

Achievement  of  Indian  students  falls  below  national  averages.  Test 
scores  are  low  - rock-bottom  low  in  some  reservation  schools.  Educators 
acknowledge  that  Indian  children  who  do  graduate  often  perform  at  a level 
that  is  one,  two  or  three  years  behind  their  white  peers,  leaving  many 
unprepared  for  the  rigors  of  college. 

Indian  children  languish  in  schools  that  many  experts  say  often  don't 
expect  them  to  succeed,  don't  support  their  traditions  and  don't 
understand  their  culture  or  learning  style. 

"The  traditional  American  school  has  been  a disaster  for  American 
Indians,"  said  Lloyd  Elm,  principal  of  an  Indian  magnet  school  in  St.  Paul 
Minn . 

It's  a disaster  that  has  been  more  than  two  centuries  in  the  making.  And 


while  schools  teaching  Indians  and  the  U.S.  policies  guiding  them  have 
changed  oven  those  years,  the  Indian  view  of  them  is  remarkably  consistent 
right  up  to  today:  The  schools  are  alien,  unapproachable  institutions  run 
by  non-Indian  teachers  and  administrators  who  aren't  to  be  trusted. 

Without  doubt,  many  Indian  children's  struggles  in  school  can  be  traced 
to  the  chronic,  grinding  poverty,  alcoholism  and  dysfunction  that  often 
plague  Indian  families. 

But  schools  represent  the  best  hope  thousands  of  Indian  children  have  to 
rise  above  those  social  ills,  making  the  schools'  failings  seem  all  the 
more  tragic.  If  schools  don't  help  them  break  the  cycle,  what  will? 

"There  is  no  greater  racism  than  to  treat  an  entire  race  of  people  to  a 
substandard  education,"  said  South  Dakota  Gov.  Bill  lanklow. 

Today  and  over  the  next  four  days.  The  World-Herald  will  take  you  into 
the  troubled  world  of  Indian  education  in  the  United  States. 

You  will  meet  Sage  Stabler,  a 16-year-old,  third-generation  dropout  who 
during  his  school  years  found  himself  caught  between  two  worlds. 

You  will  read  the  remarkable  story  of  Madonna  Blue  Horse  Beard,  a 
"survivor"  of  a federal  boarding-school  system  that  nearly  a half  century 
after  its  demise  is  still  blamed  for  much  of  American  Indians'  deep 
distrust  of  U.S.  schools. 

You  will  visit  the  Omaha  Indian  Reservation  and  see  the  daily  battle  to 
teach  and  learn  in  a community  where  failure  in  school  is  so  common  and  so 
long-standing  that  it  has  virtually  become  an  accepted  part  of  life. 

You  will  get  a look  at  Indian  education  in  the  nation's  urban  centers 
like  Omaha,  where  Indian  students  struggle  as  a small,  invisible  minority. 

And  you  will  visit  Wellpinit  School  on  Washington  state's  Spokane  Indian 
Reservation,  a school  whose  dramatic  turnaround  and  academic  success  over 
the  last  decade  show  that  with  the  right  people,  programs  and  effort, 
there  is  hope  for  American  Indian  children. 

To  be  sure,  there  have  been  some  improvements  in  Indian  education  since 
1969,  the  year  a congressional  investigation  labeled  Indian  education  in 
America  "a  national  tragedy." 

In  the  three  decades  since,  new  federal  programs  helped  get  more  Indian 
cultural  activities  into  the  educational  lives  of  Indian  youths  and  more 
Indian  educators  into  schools.  The  educational  level  of  Indians  - though 
still  substantially  below  average  - has  improved,  and  the  number  going  on 
to  college  has  almost  doubled. 

But  those  successes  have  come  despite  the  fact  that  Indians'  performance 
in  K-12  schools  has  improved  little.  Indians  in  many  cases  have  been  using 
GED  programs,  adult-education  classes  and  an  extensive  new  system  of 
Indian  community  colleges  to  make  up  for  the  shortcomings  of  their  K-12 
education . 

"What  we  found  was  many  Indians  were  getting  educated  in  spite  of  the 
failure  of  schools,"  said  David  Beaulieu,  director  of  the  Office  of  Indian 
Education  in  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education.  "Schools  continue  to  fail 
kids.  We  need  to  ask  the  question,  'Why?'  " 

Beaulieu  is  among  those  now  asking  that  question.  He  is  one  leader  of  a 
White  House  working  group  on  Indian  education  that  was  started  18  months 
ago.  Still  gathering  facts,  the  group  hopes  to  make  recommendations  to 
President  Clinton  later  this  year. 

But  there  have  been  other  task  forces,  including  one  that  produced  the 
1991  "Indian  Nations  at  Risk"  report,  whose  efforts  to  spotlight  the 
problems  were  largely  ignored. 

One  reason  may  be  numbers.  The  estimated  600,000  Indian  children  in 
public,  private  and  federal  schools  nationally  represent  just  over  1 
percent  of  all  U.S.  schoolchildren.  Indians  are  a small  minority  even 
among  minorities. 

"We  are  almost  in  a crisis  situation,  and  no  one  is  paying  any  attention 
to  these  kids,"  said  Helen  Long  Soldier,  a University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln 
administrator  and  a Lakota.  If  other  groups  of  students  had  the  same  rates 
of  failure,  she  said,  "all  hell  would  break  lose  and  heads  would  roll." 

Some  say  racism  also  comes  into  play  in  society's  seeming  indifference 
to  the  plight  of  Indian  children.  Many  whites  tend  to  view  Indians  as 
having  brought  current  educational,  economic  and  social  conditions  on 
themselves,  not  taking  into  account  their  deep  historical  roots  in  U.S. 


policies . 

In  Indian  education,  "racism  is  the  elephant  in  the  living  room  that  no 
one  wants  to  talk  about,"  said  Denny  Hurtado,  Indian  education  director 
for  the  State  of  Washington. 

Because  of  the  lack  of  attention  and  relatively  low  population  numbers, 
reliable  national  statistics  are  hard  to  come  by  concerning  how  Indian 
students  fare  in  schools.  But  check  any  state  that  tracks  Indian 
children's  performance  and  you  get  a similar,  sobering  picture. 

The  four  public  school  districts  in  Nebraska  located  on  Indian 
reservations  have  by  far  the  highest  dropout  rates  and  poorest  attendance 
of  any  school  district  in  the  state. 

In  North  Carolina,  the  Indian  dropout  rate  is  double  the  state  rate. 

It's  21/2  times  higher  in  Arizona,  and  three  times  in  Iowa. 

Out  of  South  Dakota's  168  public  school  districts,  eight  of  the  nine 
lowest-scoring  on  standardized  tests  are  on  or  near  Indian  reservations . 
The  20  schools  there  operated  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  score 
even  worse. 

Said  Danklow  to  a group  of  Indian  educators  last  fall:  "Education  could 
not  be  worse  than  what  you're  helping  participate  in." 

Historians  and  Indian  education  experts  say  there's  plenty  of  blame  to 
go  around  for  the  dismal  state  of  Indian  education,  starting  with  the 
federal  government. 

In  exchange  for  millions  of  acres  of  Indian  land,  the  United  States 
during  the  18th  and  19th  centuries  promised  in  treaties  with  Indian  tribes 
to  take  care  of  them  and  educate  their  children  into  perpetuity  - "as  long 
as  water  flows  or  grass  grows  upon  the  earth."  The  treaties  made  Indian 
education  both  a moral  and  a legal  obligation. 

But  the  federal  government  has  sought  to  meet  that  obligation  with  a 
series  of  failed  policies  - including  the  boarding  schools  - whose  primary 
aim  was  not  to  help  Indians  but  to  force  tribes  to  assimilate  and  give  up 
reservation  lands. 

The  federal  government  also  in  many  ways  has  walked  away  from  its 
obligation  to  fund  Indian  education,  the  experts  say. 

Hundreds  of  school  buildings  on  reservations  are  run-down,  neglected  and 
overcrowded  because  Congress  has  provided  little  funding  to  maintain  them. 
And  the  federal  program  created  specifically  to  meet  the  unique 
educational  needs  of  all  Indian  students  in  the  nation's  schools  has  seen 
its  funding  in  real  dollars  slashed  by  almost  two-thirds  since  1975. 

Many  now  say  the  U.S.  government  has  broken  its  promise,  leaving 
thousands  of  Indian  children's  promise  broken. 

States  and  local  school  districts,  where  90  percent  of  Indian  children 
now  attend  school,  also  largely  have  not  stepped  up  to  the  challenge  of 
educating  Indian  children.  Only  a handful  of  states  provide  any  specific 
funding  for  Indian  children  or  even  recognize  their  plight.  Nebraska  is 
among  the  states  that  have  offered  little  extra  help  for  Indian  students. 

Tribal  governments,  too,  share  in  the  blame.  Most  say  education  is 
important,  but  in  reality  the  issue  takes  a back  seat  on  reservations. 

"Tribes  give  lip  service  to  education  being  a top  priority,  but  when  it 
comes  to  budgets  its  still  down  their  lists,"  said  Stuart  Tonemah,  a 
Kiowa-Comanche  and  a consultant  in  Norman,  Okla. 

Blame  also  falls  to  Indian  parents,  many  of  whom  for  a variety  of 
reasons  historical  and  social  - including  their  own  bad  experiences  in 
school  - have  not  given  their  children  the  support  they  need  to  succeed. 

For  those  who  are  living  them,  the  problems  in  Indian  education  seem 
deep-rooted  and  complex,  with  no  easy  answers. 

T.D.  Baxter's  mother  tries  to  encourage  him,  but  it's  all  lost  on  the 
indifferent  15-year-old  she  fears  is  on  a path  to  dropping  out.  He  has 
skipped  school  at  least  half  the  time  this  year  at  Omaha  Nation  School  on 
the  Omaha  Reservation.  On  days  he  does  go,  he  often  drifts  through  his 
classes  or  simply  walks  out. 

His  apathy  is  compounded  by  alcohol.  The  boy  has  come  home  drunk  several 
nights  recently,  "falling  all  over,"  Danice  Baxter  said. 

Like  many  children  on  the  reservation,  she  said,  T.D.  is  not  concerned 
about  the  future. 

But  something  has  to  change,  she  said  - not  just  for  her  son  and  the 


Indian  children  in  school  now,  but  for  the  many  generations  yet  to  come. 

"Education  is  important,  for  their  future,"  she  said.  "It's  a matter  of 
survival . " 


- — "RE:  Response  to  Last  View  from  the  Hogan"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Feb  2000  10:13:57  EST 

From:  Omoya@aol.com 

Sub  j : Re:  View  from  the  Hogan 

Wanted  to  respond  to  the  only  two  parts  of  the  last  communiques  from 
whoever  writes  the  "View  from  the  Hogan"  that  might  make  any  difference  to 
those  studying  the  Big  Mountain  issue.  First,  there  WERE  bomb  threats 
called  in  at  Hopi  Tribal  "hall,"  as  the  locals  call  it.  Whether  they  came 
from  supporters  the  author  of  "View"  knows  or  not  is  anyone's  guess.  But 
relations  who  work  in  and  live  near  Tribal  Hall  in  Kykotsmovi  took  those 
calls,  and  were  seriously  frightened  by  them.  A memo  from  the  Chairman 
was  issued  to  explain  to  staff  how  the  situation  would  be  handled 
(business  as  usual--some  heightened  security  measures)  to  keep  staff  from 
being  afraid  to  come  to  work.  But  outside  the  walls  of  the  government 
building,  there  was  some  real  fear.  Contrary  to  popular  belief,  and  some 
writing  on  the  subject,  most  Hopi  people  are  not  embroiled  in  this  issue 
24-7,  though  they  are  aware  of  the  turmoil  and  anger  brewing  outside. 

They  go  on  herding  and  planting  and  preparing  for  cer!  emonies  much  as  the 
folks  in  the  "View"  series  are  portrayed  as  doing.  Our  grandparents  and 
clan  relations  are  bewildered  by  the  whole  thing,  and  worry  that  someone 
will  come  marching  into  K-Town  now,  looking  to  start  something.  Their 
homes  are  on  the  way  into  the  village,  and  though  they  have  as  little  to 
do  with  the  Council  as  possible,  they  would  be  on  the  "front  lines"  of  any 
confrontation.  This  frightens  them  no  end.  When  something  like  this 
happens  up  there,  believe  me,  it  sends  shock  waves  all  across  the  villages. 

But  the  calls  were  real,  no  matter  who  made  them. 

Second,  again,  a relative  of  our  family  has  been  used  to  justify  the 
views  of  the  author  of  the  "View"  series.  While  he's  protected  from 
censure  by  the  laws  of  this  land,  I reiterate  something  I've  said  before 
about  using  the  book  "Sun  Chief"  as  a source  for  arguments  against  the 
Hopi  people.  Our  great-uncle  would  NOT  have  wanted  his  words  to  be  used 
in  this  way,  against  his  own  Hopi  people.  The  book  always  troubled  him, 
and  caused  a great  deal  of  conflict  within  the  family  and  among  the  Hopi 
people  themselves,  at  the  time  it  was  published.  But  he  was  very  candid, 
not  wanting  to  mislead  the  author,  a man  who  had  endeared  himself  to  many 
up  there.  In  any  case,  I am  sure  our  uncle  had  NO  wish  to  have  his  words 
used,  after  his  death,  to  shore  up  diatribes  against  his  own  people.  As 
he  was  said  to  have  told  everyone  up  there,  he  was  only  one  man,  and  spoke 
only  for  himself,  and  he  was  aware  that  much  of  what  he  said  was  not  what 
others  felt  on  several  issues.  To  use  his  wor!  ds  as  a measure  of  what 
the  whole  tribe  felt  or  did  is  unwise  and  misleading. 

Can't  stop  it  from  being  done  any  more  than  I can  change  the  mind  of  the 
person  using  those  quotes  and  ideas.  But  for  those  of  you  looking  on, 
trying  hard  to  decide  what  to  think,  and  sort  things  out  for  yourselves 
(thanks  for  the  emails  from  all  of  you!),  I just  wanted  to  say  these 
things ! 

Omoya 


"RE : Support  the  Dine'h  Letter  Writing  Campaign"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  22:35:03  -0800 

From:  Thomas  Taaffe  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Support  the  Dine'h  letter  writing  campaign 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

Once  again  we  are  asking  you  to  send  a letter  to  someone  who  can  make  a 
difference  for  the  Dine'h  currenlt  being  threatened  with  eviction  from  their 


homes  on  Black  Mesa.  This  Monday  (or  Tuesday  if  you  use  your  e-mail  only  at 
work)  we  are  targeting  Bruce  Babbit,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the 
person  responsible  for  oversight  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Please  copy  the  letter  below  (editing  this  note  out),  sign  it  and  forward 
it  to  Secretary  Babbit  or  craft  your  own  letter  (using  this  as  a model  if 
you  choose).  "CC"  a copy  back  to  us  at  bambam@anthtro.umass.edu  so  that  we 
can  monitor  our  success.  Secretary  Babbit's  e-mail  address  is  below. 

So  far  our  three  week  old  campaign  has  grown  dramatically,  with  letters 
coming  in  from  all  over  the  US  and  Europe.  Please  forward  this  e-mail  to 
friends  and  family  and  any  listerves  that  you  may  be  on.  We  need  as  many 
people  as  possible  to  alert  Secretary  Babbit  of  their  concern.  Each  monday 
we  will  target  another  politican  or  official  and  remind  them  of  our  concern. 

Please  take  a moment  and  support  the  Elders  on  Black  Mesa  by  sending  this 
letter  on.  On  their  behalf  we  thank  you  for  supporting  them. 

Thomas  Taaffe 
Listserve  Manager 
Friends  of  Big  Mountain 
bambam@anthro .umass.edu 

Secretary  Bruce  Babbit's  e-mail  address:  bruce_babbitt@ios.doi.gov 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbit 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
1849  C Street,  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20240 

Dear  Sir, 

I wish  to  appeal  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  Dine'h  people  of  Black  Mesa  in 
Arizona,  who  are  the  subject  of  my  deepest  concern.  With  a sense  of  hope  and 
a desire  for  justice  I implore  your  consideration  and  action.  Secretary 
Babbit,  as  I share  this  desire  with  thousands  of  supporters  around  the 
world,  recently  including  the  European  Parliament. 

Currently  preparations  are  being  made,  in  part  through  your  office  and  its 
branches,  to  complete  the  removal  of  12,000  traditional  Dine'h,  commonly 
known  in  the  Anglo  world  as  Navajo,  from  their  homeland.  To  these  people, 
the  land  that  they  have  lived  on  since  at  least  the  late  1500' s is  linked 
inextricably  to  their  religious  ceremonies,  beliefs  and  practices.  They 
believe  that  if  separated  from  the  land,  the  spirits  - which  have,  since 
time  immemorable,  protected  and  nurtured  them  - will  no  longer  recognize 
them.  So  it  is  no  surprise  that  hundreds  of  these  people  are  struggling  to 
remain.  Removing  them  from  this  land  would  be  comparable  to  destroying  the 
churches  and  mosques  of  better  recognized  American  religions.  The  latter 
would  be  a crime  punishable  by  imprisonment,  and  it  has  been  noted  even  by 
Mr.  Abdelfattah  Amor,  Special  Rapporteur  to  the  U.N  that  the  treatment  of 
Native  Americans  by  the  United  Stated  has  been  less  than  satisfactory.  In 
particularly  he  noted  that  "...the  jurisprudence  of  the  Supreme  Court  is 
also  seen  as  showing  a lack  of  understanding  of  Native  American  values.... 

In  general,  it  is  essential  to  make  society  and  the  whole  of  the 
administrative  and  political  apparatus  aware  of  the  indigenous  peoples' 
religions  and  spiritual  beliefs  in  order  to  prevent  any  attitude  - often 
involuntary  because  due  to  ignorance  - of  discrimination  and  intolerance  in 
the  field  of  religion...." 

In  recent  speeches  you  have  admirably  mentioned  the  importance  of  Native 
American  concerns  and  values  in  this  country.  So  you  must  certainly  be 
aware,  as  the  governor  of  Arizona  during  the  terrible  Rio  Puerco  nuclear 
disaster  of  '79,  that  the  area  that  the  3,000  remaining  Dine'h  are  being 
removed  to,  is  this  site!  This  is  is  not  a place  for  human  habitation, 
especially  not  for  the  elderly  and  children.  What  immeasurable  damage  will 
be  done  to  the  international  prestige  of  the  U.S.  government,  if  even  more 
indigenous  and  innocent  people  should  die  or  become  seriously  ill  because  of 
their  relocation  to  contaminated  land?  As  one  elder  has  pointed  out, 
"Thousands  have  already  died  because  the  U.S.  relocated  them  to  radioactive 


land . 


Thankfully,  it  is  within  the  power  of  your  office  to  end  the  disaster  the 
Dine'h  are  facing,  and  in  many  ways  can  you  also  show  your  fair- judgment  and 
awareness  in  the  determining  what  will  become  of  them.  Ensure  and  oversee  an 
end  to  the  intimidation,  harassment,  and  cruelty  that  many  frightened  Dine'h 
elders  consistently  report  they  have  been  subject  to  at  the  hands  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  including  the  presence  of  weapons  in  "visits"  to 
homes.  Demand  fair  and  just  legal  procedures  and  advocacy  in  the  process  of 
relocation  for  every  individual  involved  before  it  happens  and  before  more 
fabricated  signatures  are  forged,  (many  cannot  write  their  name  let  alone 
understand  English);  for  those  being  told  they  have  no  choice  but  to  leave, 
yet  continue  to  resist  for  their  beliefs  and  livelihood.  Please  ensure  that 
all  communication  with  the  Dine'h  is  structured  so  as  to  clearly  inform 
people  of  their  rights  under  existing  US  law,  and  that  these  written 
statements  are  not  verbally  misrepresented  by  the  officials  who  deliver  the 
documents . 

Please  end  confiscation  of,  and  documented  cruelty  to,  the  livestock  and 
cattle  of  those  resisting  removal, . The  current  BIA  policy  - with  regards  to 
livestock  permits  - is  not  motivated  by  the  needs  of  range  management;  (one 
woman  was  actually  told  that  the  sheep  will  be  confiscated  even  if  they  are 
in  the  corral.)  Permits  should  humanely  be  granted  for  all  the  existing 
subsistence  herds  of  the  Dineh  on  HPL.  Issuing  these  permits  would  have 
little  impact  on  overall  range  capacity  in  the  region,  and  it  would  avoid 
the  needless  loss  of  human  lives.  Force  Peabody  Coal,  the  mining  operation 
responsible  for  coal-mining  operations  that  damage  their  farmlands  and 
sacred  gravesites,  pollute  the  air  and  water,  and  deplete  local  aquifers  in 
Black  Mesa,  to  comply  with  environmental  regulations  set  by  the  EPA;  and 
show  the  elders  that  this  relocation  has  nothing  to  do  with  corporate 
interests  in  their  sacred  land.  Perhaps  get  to  know  and  learn  about  these 
people  and  their  ways,  and  speak  with  them,  before  finalizing  their  removal: 
I am  sure  that  they  will  welcome  your  open  reception! 

Secretary  Babbit,  the  problems  in  the  region  were  unfortunately  caused  by  US 
and  corporate  intervention.  So  the  US  has  the  obligation  to  justly  and 
swiftly  correct  these  problems  in  a way  that  respects  the  right  of  the  Dine' 
h to  continue  their  traditional  way  of  life  on  their  ancestral  lands.  You 
have  the  list  of  names  of  those  who  have  protested  their  removal  from  their 
land,  and  you  are  in  the  position  to  decide  what  will  happen  to  these 
resistors.  The  Dine'h  people  and  all  of  their  supporters  around  the  world 
recognize  your  difficult  position  in  the  face  of  many  conflicting  demands  in 
resolution  of  these  matters. 

Sir,  I beg  that  it  be  your  primary  concern  to  publicly  and  privately 
acknowledge  the  basic  human  rights  of  these  people,  including  freedom  of 
religion,  freedom  from  exile,  and  from  inhuman  treatment  and  punishment,  as 
outlined  in  the  Universal  Declaration  of  human  rights;  and  as  I am  sure  you 
will  agree  that  they  deserve.  I want  to  thank  you  in  advance  for  your  time 
on  this  important  and  urgent  matter,  and  with  most  respectful  sentiments,  I 
await  your  reply. 

Sincerely, 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

Email  addresses — 

To  Post  message:  BIGMTLIST@onelist.com 
To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 

To  Unsubscribe:  BIGMTLIST-unsubscribe@onelist.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
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"RE : Bear  River  Massacre"  


Date:  Sat,  29  Han  2000  11:32:09  -0800 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms(3SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Bear  River  Massacre 

The  Army  calls  it  'Battle  of  Bear  River'  which  isn't  what  the 
Shoshoni  call  it.  This  is  only  a small  portion  of  what's  on 
the  'page3'  web  page,  plus  four  others  are  listed  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page.  --  3an  29,  2000  --  3ohn 
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Bear  River  Massacre 

http: //users .efortress . com/genealogy/page3 . htm 
[Image]  A few  of  a group  of  30  people  look  over  the  site  of 
the  Bear  River  Massacre  northwest  of  Preston,  Idaho, 
to  commemorate  the  136th  anniversary  of  the  massacre. 

By  TIM  SCHOON/Standard-Examiner 

Descendants  share  pain  of  Bear  River  Massacre  Survivors'  families, 
supporters  push  to  federally  protect  Cache  Valley  site 

Sunday,  January  31,  1999 

- By  SUSAN  SNYDER  - Standard- Examiner  staff 

PRESTON,  Idaho  For  Melinda  Eagle  Dunford,  classroom  lessons 
about  the  Bear  River  Massacre  were  just  another  reason  for  shame  and 
to  hide  who  she  was. 

"You  didn't  want  to  talk  about  it.  You  were  in  the  spotlight. 

I always  felt  ashamed,"  Dunford  said,  recalling  her  childhood  in 
Downey,  Idaho. 

Dunford  is  a member  of  the  Northwest  Band  of  the  Shoshoni.  Fler 
great-great-grandmother  was  among  those  who  survived  the  Jan.  29, 
1863,  Bear  River  Massacre  just  north  of  the  Utah-  Idaho  border. 

On  that  day,  368  members  of  the  Northwestern  Band  of  the 
Shoshoni  died  at  the  hands  of  the  3rd  California  Infantry  led  by 
Col.  Patrick  E.  Connor. 

On  Friday,  members  of  the  Northwestern  Band  and  other  residents 
interested  in  preserving  the  tribe's  history  gathered  in  Preston  to 
commemorate  the  massacre's  136th  anniversary. 

They  shared  a meal  at  the  Franklin  County  Senior  Citizen  Center, 
listened  as  the  events  of  that  fateful  day  were  retold,  then  shared 
their  thoughts  about  how  it  affected  the  ways  they  viewed  their 
history  lessons,  their  community,  their  church. 

"As  a young  girl,  I was  taken  out  of  my  native  people  and  put 
in  a foster  home.  I lost  my  traditions.  I lost  my  customs.  I lost  the 
ability  to  speak  my  own  language,"  Dunford  said.  "I  was  raised  in  LDS 
homes.  I have  been  a Relief  Society  president.  I have  been  a Primary 
president.  But  I struggle  within  the  prejudice  and  bigotry  among  the 
LDS  people. 

"I  feel  I am  a traitor  to  my  people,"  she  said.  "I  lost  my 
identity. " 

Dunford,  who  lives  in  Bloomington,  Idaho,  said  she  now  believes 
that  all  people  are  created  and  loved  equally  by  one  almighty  being. 
She  has  made  peace  with  her  church  and  is  learning  about  her 
ancestors  and  her  culture  as  a member  of  the  Northwestern  Band. 

It  is  a culture  steeped  in  uneasiness.  For  the  flat  pasture 
along  the  Bear  River  about  3 miles  northwest  of  Preston  site  of  the 
single  largest  massacre  of  American  Indians  in  history  is  privately 
owned  by  people  who  farm,  live  and  graze  cattle  on  it. 

Most  of  the  Shoshoni 's  bodies  were  left  to  wither  and  deteriorate 
where  they  fell.  Time  and  weather  eventually  covered  them  over,  but 
those  in  attendance  Friday  said  it  still  is  a burial  ground. 

Allie  Flansen,  a Preston  resident  whose  mother  was  born  and 
raised  on  land  within  the  massacre  site,  has  led  the  march  to  have 
the  area  preserved  as  a national  historic  site.  A bill  is  now  being 
written  in  Washington,  D.C.,  that  calls  for  setting  it  aside. 

Flansen  said  she  never  knew  what  really  happened  at  Bear  River 
until  she  studied  it  as  an  adult. 

"I  thought,  "This  is  different.  This  isn't  what  I was  taught,'" 
Hansen  said.  "Fourteen  years  ago,  I decided  this  whole  thing  had  been 


given  to  me  by  my  people  who  were  prejudiced"  by  the  attitudes  of 
their  time. 

Kerry  Brinkerhoff,  a Tremonton  historian,  national  park  ranger 
and  president  of  Friends  of  the  Native  Americans  of  Northern  Utah, 
hopes  the  land  is  set  aside  somehow. 

"I  would  like  to  see  it  just  go  back  to  the  tribe.  But  if  the 
National  Park  Service  is  the  only  way  we  can  do  it,  then  that's  the 
way  we'll  have  to  do  it,"  Brinkerhoff  said.  "That's  something  that's 
sacred  and  something  that  should  be  put  to  rest." 

Clair  Bosen,  a Preston  rancher,  is  one  of  the  people  whose 
cattle  graze  in  the  massacre  pasture.  He  owns  the  bluff  from  which 
Connor  and  his  infantry  waged  their  attack  that  bitter  winter  day. 

"We've  kind  of  fought  it,"  Bosen  said  Wednesday  of  the  proposed 
historic  designation.  "I've  stayed  out  of  it,  personally.  But  they 
just  keep  pushing.  They  never  give  up." 

Bosen  said  he  figures  Hansen's  contingent  eventually  will  win 
the  battle,  but  he  and  the  others  who  use  the  land  will  lose 
financially.  Buying  the  land  will  only  partially  reimburse  him  for  a 
25-year  business  that  relies  heavily  on  grazing  3,000  to  4,000  head 
of  cattle. 

"It  can  happen  anywhere,"  Bosen  said  of  finding  sacred  Indian 
burial  grounds  and  artifacts.  "In  Salt  Lake  City,  they've  dug  up 
things,  too." 

This  year,  a handful  of  members  from  Fort  Douglas  Military 
Museum's  3rd  California  Infantry  re-enactment  group  attended  their 
first-ever  Bear  River  commemoration  event. 

It's  awkward,  Sgt.  Ma j . Patrick  Mahoney  said.  The  infantry's 
members  aren't  descendants  of  Connor's  group,  but  the  Northwestern 
Band's  members  are  real  massacre  descendants. 

In  a symbolic  presentation,  Mahoney  and  five  other  corp  members 
cut  the  top  buttons  from  their  uniform  coats  and  gave  them  to  Rios 
Pacheco,  a member  of  the  Northwestern  Band. 

The  top  button  represents  friendship,  Mahoney  explained. 

"For  years  we've  wanted  to  come  up  and  honor  you.  But  we  felt, 
because  of  our  uniforms,  it  was  offensive,"  he  said.  "This  top  button 
will  never  again  be  replaced  on  the  3rd  California  uniform.  Anybody 
who  sees  us  will  question  the  top  button,  and  we're  going  to  tell 
them.  Our  group  will  be  dedicated  in  telling  your  story  wherever  we 
g°  • " 

Leland  Pubigee,  a 68-year-old  Shoshoni  from  Tremonton,  said  he 
still  recalls  the  stories  his  older  relatives  told  about  the  massacre 
and  about  how  the  Northwestern  Band  assimilated  into  white.  Mormon 
society  afterward. 

Over  time,  the  real  history  has  been  diluted  and  glossed  over. 

The  significance  of  the  land  has  been  ignored,  he  says. 

"It  wasn't  fair.  It  was  a terrible  disgrace  what  the  Army  had 
done,"  he  said.  "The  sacred  ground  is  violated.  They  live  on  it. 

They  run  stock  on  it.  That  don't  look  right  to  me." 

You  can  reach  reporter  Susan  Snyder  at  625-4233 

or  e-mail  SSnyder@standard.net 

(c)  Ogden  Publishing  Corporation,  1999 

"RE : Ottawa  Signs  Funding  Agreement  With  First  Nations"  — 

Date:  Tue,  25  Han  2000  19:31:53  -0500 
From:  Pat  Morris  <wlfskr@leba . net> 

Sub j : Ottawa  Signs  Funding  Agreement  With  First  Nations 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

http: //www. canoe . ca /We st ernTicker /CANOE -wire .Alt a -Native -Funding. html 
January  25,  2000 

Ottawa  signs  economic  funding  agreement  with  First  Nations  in 
northeastern  Alberta 


FORT  McMURRAY,  Alta.  (CP)  --  Ottawa  has  committed  $750,000  to 
developing  the  economies  of  a group  of  First  Nations  in  northeastern 
Alberta . 

Indian  Affairs  Minister  Robert  Nault  was  in  Fort  McMurray  Monday  to 
sign  a funding  agreement  with  the  Athabasca  Tribal  Council.  The  money  is 
to  support  the  First  Nations'  economic  infrastructure,  business  development 
and  economic  spinoffs. 

"The  whole  objective  is  to  create  an  aboriginal  economy,"  Nault  said. 

"It's  a simple  strategy  but  there's  a lot  of  work  that  needs  to  be  done." 

The  strategy  brings  together  major  resource  companies,  the  Athabasca 
First  Nations  and  federal,  provincial  and  municipal  governments  to  ensure 
the  First  Nations  are  involved  and  benefit  from  the  development  of  the 
oilsands . 

"The  fastest  growing  labour  force  that  corporations  up  here  would  have  is 
the  aboriginal  people  and  so  it  makes  a lot  of  sense  to  marry  those  two 
interests,"  said  Nault. 

Phil  Lachambre  of  Syncrude  Canada  said  the  involvement  of 
Alberta-Pacific  Forest  Industries  showed  the  agreement  crossed  industry 
lines,  something  that  would  serve  the  First  Nations  after  the  oilsands 
developments  were  gone. 

"We  don't  see  this  as  a one-shot,  short-term  kind  of  a deal,"  Lachambre 
said.  "We're  both  going  to  be  here  a long  time  and  after  the  plants  are  gone 
the  aboriginal  communities  will  still  be  here,  so  we  started  the  discussion 
around  what  makes  sense  for  the  longer  term." 

Dim  Boucher,  chief  of  the  Fort  McKay  First  Nation  and  president  of  the 
tribal  council,  said  the  signing  is  important  to  address  long-term  benefits,  the 
environment,  employment  and  training  and  inf rastructure  for  aboriginal 
people. 

(Fort  McMurray  Today) 

"Children  have  never  been  very  good  at  listening  to  their  elders,  but  they 
have  never  failed  to  imitate  them." 
lames  Baldwin 
http://wolfseeker.com 

- "RE:  Quebec  Ratepayers  Will  Pay  Power  Export"  

Date:  Sat,  29  lan  2000  15:07:45  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu . ca> 

Sub j : News:  Quebec  ratepayers  will  pay  for  export  of  Churchill  power 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

From:  "A. McKenzie"  <amck@globetrotter.qc.ca> 

Montreal  Gazette 
Wednesday,  lanuary  19,  2000 
Quebec  meddling  with  board:  lawyer 

All  Quebecers  will  end  up  paying  cost  of  exporting  Churchill  power,  court 
told 

KEVIN  DOUGHERTY 
The  Gazette 

A lawyer  representing  environmental  and  consumer  groups  said  yesterday 
the  provincial  cabinet  is  interfering  illegally  in  the  operations  of  the 
Regie  de  l'Energie,  a provincial  board  created  to  regulate  energy  prices. 

"The  question  is  so  fundamental,"  Franklin  Gertler  told  Quebec  Superior 
Court.  "Whatever  way  you  look  at  it,  it  is  illegal." 

Gertler  said  a cabinet  directive  limits  the  powers  of  the  board  and  is 
contrary  to  the  rule  of  law,  the  separation  of  powers  between  the 
executive  and  legislative  branches  of  government  and  violates  the  Canadian 
Charter  of  Right  and  Freedoms. 

Before  the  board  was  created  in  1997,  the  provincial  cabinet  decided  on 
electricity  rates.  Now  the  board  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  determine 
the  rates  and  conditions  for  the  transport  of  electricity  and  gas  in 
Quebec . 

Gertler  said  a cabinet  directive  requiring  the  board  to  consider  Hydro- 


Quebec's  $18-billion  network  of  transmission  lines  "prudently  acquired  and 
useful"  constitutes  an  illegal  interference  in  cases  under  consideration 
by  the  board. 

The  effect  of  the  directive  is  that  the  board  cannot  question  Hydro- 
Quebec  about  transmission  facilities  that  are  already  built. 

The  directive  also  states  that  the  board  cannot  question  the  uniform 
rates  charged  by  Hydro-Quebec  to  transport  electricity. 

In  the  1960s,  when  private  electricity  companies  were  expropriated  and 
Hydro-Quebec  was  formed,  the  government  decreed  that  electricity  rates 
throughout  Quebec,  from  Montreal  to  the  farthest  reaches  of  the  province, 
would  be  uniform. 

Eric  Michaud,  of  the  Centre  d' Analyse  des  Politiques  Energetiques,  a 
group  opposed  to  the  construction  of  new  hydro-electric  dams  and 
transmission  lines,  and  one  of  the  groups  represented  by  Gertler,  recalled 
that  Hydro-Quebec  was  granted  a two-week  delay  last  year  in  hearings  on 
electricity-transport  rates  until  Ian.  29. 

On  Ian.  27,  1999,  two  days  before  the  hearings  were  to  resume,  the 
cabinet  adopted  the  directive.  Hydro-Quebec  submitted  at  the  Ian.  29 
hearings  that  since  the  provincial  cabinet  had  adopted  the  directive,  the 
board  could  not  consider  the  cost  of  Hydro-Quebec's  transportation 
facilities . 

Those  hearings  resume  on  April  12.  The  groups  contesting  the  directive, 
which  include  the  Quebec  canoe-and-kayak  federation,  seek  a favourable 
ruling  so  they  can  challenge  Hydro-Quebec's  rate  structure  and  new 
projects . 

Michaud  said  that  if  the  board  cannot  look  at  Hydro-Quebec's  investments 
in  transmission  lines,  the  utility  could  roll  the  transmission  costs  of 
future  projects  built  to  export  electricity  into  the  rates  it  charges 
Quebec  consumers. 

"We  suspect  that  the  transmission  lines  from  the  Churchill  Falls  2 
project  will  be  charged  to  all  Quebecers,"  Michaud  said. 

Francois  Hebert,  who  is  responsible  for  regulatory  affairs  and 
TransEnergie,  Hydro-Quebec's  transmission  division,  said  Hydro-Quebec 
considers  its  network  as  a whole  and  does  not  distinguish  between  its 
generating  capacity  for  domestic  sales  and  exports. 

He  added  that  the  utility's  transmission  facilities  account  for  $18 
billion  of  Hydro-Quebec's  total  $55  billion  in  assets. 

"We  don't  want  (those  investments)  questioned,"  Hebert  said.  "That  would 
be  a big  waste  of  time." 

He  added  that  the  law  creating  the  board  allows  the  government  to  issue 
binding  directives  to  the  board. 
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U.S.  Air  Force  Sued  Over  Low  Level  Training  Flights 
By  Cat  Lazaroff 

WASHINGTON,  DC,  February  2,  2000  (ENS)  - A broad  coalition  of 
citizens  groups  from  around  the  country  filed  suit  in  Federal 
District  Court  in  Washington,  D.C.,  last  week  to  force  the  United 
States  Air  Force  to  reevaluate  its  flight  training  program.  The 
groups,  led  by  the  Rural  Alliance  for  Military  Accountability  and  the 
Center  for  Biological  Diversity,  say  low  level  military  training 
flights  harm  wildlife,  livestock  and  rural  communities. 

The  lawsuit  seeks  to  require  the  Air  Force  to  prepare  a programmatic 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  (PEIS)  for  its  nationwide  low  level 
flight  training  program.  The  coalition  says  the  Air  Force  is 
violating  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  by  failing  to 


comprehensively  address  the  environmental  impacts  of  the  Program,  as 
required  by  federal  law  and  as  requested  for  years  by  other 
government  agencies  and  concerned  citizens. 

The  lawsuit  also  seeks  to  halt  Air  Force  low-level  flights  until  the 
required  PEIS  has  been  prepared.  The  defendants  named  in  the  case 
include  the  Air  Force,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  F.  Whitten 
Peters,  the  Department  of  Defense,  and  Secretary  of  Defense  William 
Cohen . 

"The  Air  Force's  low-level  flight  training  program  consists  of  highly 
intrusive  military  flights  over  many  rural,  undeveloped  areas 
throughout  the  nation,  including  national  parks,  wilderness  areas, 
national  wildlife  refuges  and  wild  and  scenic  rivers,"  said  Peter 
Galvin,  Conservation  Biologist  for  the  Center  for  Biological 
Diversity. 

"These  low-level  military  overflights  are  extremely  loud,  sometimes 
deafening,  and  startling  to  human  beings  and  animals,  causing 
wildlife  and  livestock  to  panic  and  stampede  and  impairing  their 
ability  to  reproduce  and  raise  their  young,"  Galvin  continued. 
"Cumulatively,  these  low-level  overflights  are  having  very  harmful 
impacts  on  numerous  wildlife  species,  including  migratory  birds, 
raptors  such  as  bald  eagles  and  peregrine  falcons,  mammals  such  as 
bighorn  sheep  and  antelope,  cultural  resources  and  rural  communities." 

The  groups  are  concerned  about  military  planes  - including  fighter 
planes,  bombers,  troop  and  equipment  transports,  and  other  military 
aircraft  - flying  as  low  as  100  feet  above  ground  level.  The  Air 
Force  defines  low-altitude  airspace  as  the  airspace  from  3000  feet  to 
100  feet  above  ground  level  (AGL),  but  the  majority  of  the  Air 
Force's  low-level  training  flights  are  conducted  between  200  and  500 
feet  AGL,  and  sometimes  are  as  low  as  100  feet  AGL,  the  lawsuit 
alleges.  Aircraft  on  these  low-level  flights  fly  at  speeds  up  to  645 
miles  per  hour. 

Low-level  military  overflights  are  extremely  loud,  with  noise  levels 
that  often  exceed  110  decibels  - at  or  above  the  pain  threshold  for 
humans.  Because  the  planes  fly  close  to  the  ground,  hugging  the 
terrain,  low-level  overflights  of  military  aircraft  can  also  involve 
a sudden  visual  intrusion.  Severe  reactions  of  shock  or  panic,  called 
startle  effects,  often  are  caused  in  both  humans  and  animals  by  the 
sudden  appearance  and  tremendous  noise  of  low-level  military 
overflights,  the  groups  say. 

The  Air  Force  says  the  low  level  flights  are  necessary  to  provide 
effective  training  for  its  pilots.  "Realistic  training  is  essential 
for  the  United  States  Air  Force,"  the  Air  Force  said  in  a statement. 

"It  provides  the  combat  edge  that  enables  victory  in  battle  and 
reduces  American  casualties.  The  Air  Force  works  closely  with  federal 
agencies.  Native  American  Tribes,  and  local  governments  to  balance 
its  test,  training  and  readiness  requirements  with  responsible 
environmental  stewardship  and  traditional  land  uses  (such  as 
recreation,  hunting,  grazing,  etc)." 

"The  Air  Force  analyzes  the  potential  impacts  of  low-level  flights 
when  needed  for  training  and  does  not  believe  that  stopping  training 
flights  is  warranted,"  the  statement  continues.  The  Air  Force  also 
pointed  out  that  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration,  not  the  Air 
Force,  has  control  over  U.S.  airspace  and  sets  flight  regulations. 

The  coalition  involved  in  the  case  includes  twelve  citizens'  groups, 
including  the  Rural  Alliance  for  Military  Accountability  (RAMA),  an 
umbrella  organization  for  numerous  other  organizations.  These  groups 
represent  ranchers,  farmers,  environmentalists,  outdoor 
recreationalists  such  as  fishers,  hunters,  rafters  and  hikers, 
backcountry  outfitters  and  guides,  and  other  residents  of  rural  areas 
across  the  nation. 

"These  citizens  are  united  in  the  belief  that  the  Air  Force's  Program 
requires  analysis  that  is  national  in  scope  to  determine  its 
cumulative  effects,"  said  Grace  Potorti,  executive  director  of  RAMA. 

"As  the  Air  Force  continues  to  expand  its  low-level  flight  training 
program,  the  people  who  live  and  work  in  these  rural  areas  are 


increasingly  exposed  to  the  sudden  onset  and  deafening  roar  of 
low-level  military  overflights." 

About  13  years  ago  the  Air  Force  began  preparing  a generic 
environmental  impact  statement  (GEIS)  to  address  uniform  and 
repetitive  impacts  of  its  low-level  training  flights  throughout  the 
nation.  However,  after  an  initial  draft  was  prepared,  the  Air  Force 
abandoned  the  effort  because  it  felt  the  GEIS  was  too  legally  and 
politically  sensitive,  and  reflected  badly  on  the  Air  Force,  the 
groups  say. 

The  Air  Force  has  established  about  1,000  low-level  military  training 
routes  and  airspaces  across  the  nation,  used  for  training  in 
low-level  tactical  maneuvers.  The  numerous  low-level  routes  and 
airspaces  that  make  up  the  Air  Force's  low-level  training  program  fit 
together  like  pieces  in  a puzzle  and  function  together  as  a vast 
interconnected  training  network  or  range. 

The  Air  Force's  uses  close  to  one  million  square  miles  in  its 
low-level  flight  training  program  - about  a quarter  of  the  total  area 
within  the  U.S.  The  majority  of  the  airspace  is  located  over  rural 
areas.  Much  of  it  occurs  over  sensitive  public  lands  such  as  national 
wilderness  areas,  national  parks,  national  wildlife  refuges,  and  wild 
and  scenic  rivers.  The  Air  Force  has  never  conducted  a comprehensive 
analysis  of  the  cumulative  effects  that  its  low-level  training 
program  is  having  on  these  sensitive  areas. 

The  noise  of  jet  engines  can  panic  wildlife  and  livestock 

The  German  Air  Force  also  conducts  low-level  training  flights  in  U.S. 
air  space  over  New  Mexico,  because  these  flights  were  outlawed  in 
Germany  due  to  adverse  health  effects. 

"The  Air  Force  cannot  avoid  its  obligations  under  the  law  and  deny 
that  its  low-level  flight  training  program  has  broad  effects  across 
the  nation,"  said  Simeon  Herskovits,  staff  attorney  for  the  Western 
Environmental  Law  Center  and  lead  counsel  on  the  case.  "Yet  that  is 
precisely  what  the  Air  Force  has  done.  For  over  a decade  the  Air 
Force  has  been  trying  to  mask  the  nationwide  scope  and  impacts  of  its 
Program  by  breaking  up  the  required  analysis  into  many  site-specific 
documents,  each  of  which  examines  only  the  local  impacts  of  a 
particular  segment  of  the  Program." 

The  lawsuit  alleges  that  the  Air  Force's  low-level  flight  training 
program  is  having  cumulative  harmful  impacts  on  the  nation's 
environment.  In  particular,  the  complaint  points  out  that  many  of  the 
Air  Force's  low-level  flights  are  conducted  over  National  Wilderness 
Areas,  National  Parks,  National  Wildlife  Refuges,  and  other  sensitive 
public  lands  that  are  set  aside  and  managed  for  special  uses  or 
purposes  such  as  conservation  or  recreational  use. 

The  frequent  intrusion  of  roaring,  low  flying  military  aircraft  on 
these  special  public  lands,  the  lawsuit  alleges,  is  cumulatively 
undermining  their  ability  to  serve  the  functions  for  which  they  were 
created . 

These  highly  intrusive  military  overflights  are  also  having  harmful 
impacts  on  a wide  variety  of  wildlife  species.  For  example,  the  Air 
Force's  low-level  training  flights  repeatedly  disrupt  migratory 
flyways  on  which  a variety  of  bird  species  depend.  They  intrude  on 
vital  habitat  for  raptors  such  as  the  bald  eagle  and  peregrine 
falcon,  and  mammals  such  as  bighorn  sheep  and  antelope.  The  flights 
interfere  with  these  species'  ability  to  reproduce  successfully  and 
sometimes  causing  them  to  abandon  suitable  habitat,  the  lawsuit 
alleges . 

The  C-5  is  among  the  largest  cargo  planes  ever  built 

In  addition,  the  Air  Force's  program  is  harming  ranchers  and  farmers 
by  causing  livestock  to  panic  and  stampede,  injuring  themselves  and 
causing  other  property  damage.  Not  only  do  ranchers  suffer  economic 
harm,  but  they  are  also  threatened  with  physical  injury  because 
horses  sometimes  rear  and  buck  their  riders  in  reaction  to  these 
extremely  loud  and  sudden  overflights. 


Backcountny  outfitters  and  guides  also  are  negatively  impacted  by  the 
Air  Force's  Program,  which  diminishes  their  ability  to  provide  an 
undisturbed  outdoor  experience  to  the  outdoor  recreationalists  they 
serve . 

Several  federal  agencies,  including  the  National  Park  Service,  the 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  the 
U.S.  Forest  Service,  and  the  Council  on  Environmental  Quality,  have 
reported  on  the  program  wide  impacts  that  the  Air  Force's  low-level 
flight  training  program  is  having  on  public  lands  systems,  wildlife 
and  humans,  the  lawsuit  alleges. 

In  addition,  the  groups  say.  Native  American  tribes  and  citizens' 
groups  have  protested  to  the  Air  Force  about  the  broad  cumulative 
impacts  that  its  Program  is  having  across  broad  sections  of  the 
nation.  Both  federal  agencies  and  private  citizens  have  repeatedly 
requested  that  the  Air  Force  prepare  a programmatic  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  to  comprehensively  address  the  broad,  cumulative 
effects  of  its  Program,  but  the  Air  Force  has  consistently  refused  to 
do  so,  the  lawsuit  alleges. 
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Oregon  opposes  bid  to  convert  tribe's  farmland  to  federal  trust  status 

MYRTLE  CREEK,  Ore.  (AP)  - The  state  of  Oregon  is  challenging  a 
proposal  by  the  Cow  Creek  Band  of  Umpqua  Indians  to  convert  35 
acres  of  prime  agricultural  land  along  the  South  Umpqua  River  into 
federal  trust  status,  freeing  the  property  from  state  land-use  laws. 

State  officials  argue  that  the  Southern  Oregon  tribe's  plan  to  use  the 
former  tomato  farm  for  industrial  use  is  incompatible  with  statewide 
land-use  laws  and  would  cause  traffic  problems  on  a nearby 
Interstate  5 interchange. 

"This  is  Class  I agricultural  land.  It's  the  best  stuff  we've  got," 
said  Michael  Rupp,  rural  planning  coordinator  for  the  Department  of  Land 
Conservation  and  Development,  adding  that  farmland  in  Douglas 
County  already  is  scarce. 

But  tribal  officials  say  the  state  is  more  concerned  with  losing  control 
over  the  property  than  with  preserving  farmland.  They  say  they've 
received  federal  approval  to  convert  other  parcels  of  farmland 
totaling  more  than  500  acres  to  trust  status  without  objection  from  the 
state . 

"It's  not  about  the  rational  use  of  land,"  said  Wayne  Shammel, 
attorney  for  the  Roseburg-based  tribe.  "It's  about  the  ability  to  make 
the  rules  that  govern  the  land.  There  are  those  who  will  never  like  the 
fact  that  a tribe  can  make  some  of  its  own  rules." 

The  fight  over  the  now-fallow  farm  pits  state  land-use  regulations 
against  an  emerging  tribe's  attempts  to  exercise  its  governmental 
sovereignty  as  it  builds  a land  base  using  profits  from  its  successful 
casino  in  nearby  Canyonville. 

The  tribe  bought  the  disputed  parcel  near  Riddle  for  $550,000  two 
years  ago  and  applied  earlier  this  year  to  have  the  federal  government 
take  it  into  trust  for  uses  other  than  building  a casino.  Once  in  trust, 
the  tribe  determines  land-use  and  other  regulations,  which  tribal 
officials  say  is  essential  for  the  tribe  to  determine  its  own  future. 

But  Gov.  John  Kitzhaber  has  argued  that  tribes  should  work  with  the 
state  to  find  uses  for  tribal  land  that  are  compatible  with  the  state's 
comprehensive  land-use  planning  system. 

"We  want  to  be  more  proactive  and  sit  down  with  the  tribal 
leadership  and  the  governor  and  find  ways  to  manage  these  situations 


a little  better/'  said  Chip  Lazenby,  legal  counsel  to  the  governor. 

"One  of  the  critical  keys  is  information  and  trust.  I think  we  will  find 
ample  opportunities  to  benefit  tribal  economies  and  self-sufficiency 
(without)  putting  us  at  odds  in  coherent  and  consistent  land 
management . " 

Most  Oregon  tribes,  especially  those  west  of  the  Cascades,  have 
small  or  scattered  land  holdings,  a consequence  of  the  1950s  federal 
policy  that  terminated  many  tribes. 

Now,  tribes  such  as  the  Cow  Creek  are  attempting  to  build  a land 
base  to  provide  jobs  and  housing  for  their  members. 
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A Consciousness  of  Mother  Earth 

By  Dose  Barreiro/Native  Americas  Dournal 

c.  Copyright  2000 

For  years  Native  traditionalists  have  pointed  to  the  growing  convergence 
of  scientific  prediction  and  Native  prophecy.  The  intuitive,  observational 
acumen  of  Native  cultural  practitioners,  particularly  when  informed  by  the 
values  and  stories  that  detail  prophetic  tradition,  have  upheld  certain 
basic  truths.  One  is  that  everything  in  the  living  world  is  related. 
Another  is  that  everything  must  be  in  balance;  harmony  as  a positive 
factor.  It  has  not  been  lost  on  elders  that  new  currents  of  thinking  in 
the  academy-ecological,  multi-disciplinary,  inter-relational-are 
increasingly  working  from  these  premises. 

At  a conference  held  in  Albuquerque  on  October  28  to  November  1,  1998, 
scientists  from  various  institutions,  including  the  National  Aeronautics 
and  Space  Administration  (NASA),  met  with  dozens  of  Native  elders. 
Signalling  what  might  become  a trend,  these  scientists  from  the  hard 
branches  were  requesting  to  hear  from  Native  people  their  opinions, 
stories  and  observations  on  the  effects  and  possible  causes  of  climate 
change,  a problem  that  may  very  well  become  humanity's  greatest  challenge 
of  the  21st  Century. 

This  volume  represents  a special  double-issue  of  Native  Americas.  The 
theme  is  climate  change  and  its  resultant  impact  on  weather  and 
environment.  A collaboration  between  Akwe:kon  Press  and  Earth  Science 
Enterprise,  a division  of  NASA,  the  effort  gathers  the  contributions  of 
nearly  20  writers  and  the  voices  of  dozens  of  elders,  scientists  and  other 
concerned  people.  Native  Americas  enlisted  these  seasoned  Native  writers 
and  scholars,  as  well  as  several  frequent  contributors,  who  have  tracked 
this  issue  over  the  years  and  asked  them  to  sort  out  for  our  audience  the 
range  of  scientific,  cultural  and  political  arguments  that  dominate  its 
discussion.  The  result  is  an  opening  broadcast  of  pertinent  currents  that 
we  hope  will  help  everyone  to  ponder  and  pursue  this  important  issue.  It 
reports  in  part  on  the  process  of  20  national  and  regional  workshops 
assessing  the  current  and  potential  impacts  of  climate  change. 

Following  the  mandate  of  the  1990  Global  Change  Research  Act,  these 


workshops  were  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  White  House  Office  of 
Science  and  Technology  (OSTP)  and  the  United  States  Global  Change  Research 
Program.  We  appreciate  the  funding  assistance  provided  by  (NASA's)  Earth 
Science  Enterprise  as  we  are  honored  to  collaborate  in  its  mission  to 
share  scientific  and  cultural  knowledge  with  our  audience,  which  includes 
many  educators,  students  and  Native  community  educators  and  leadership. 

(It  is  intended  that  this  special  edition  of  Native  Americas  will  be 
distributed  to  every  Native  American  community  school  in  the  country). 

Climate  change-its  causes  and  implications-is  a complex  topic,  calling 
for  considerable  attention  to  science  as  well  as  the  serenity  to  ponder 
long-term  effects.  Yet,  the  notion  is  inescapable  that  something  drastic 
is  occurring  with  the  weather.  Certainly,  there  is  widespread  agreement 
about  this  among  indigenous  elders  and  many  of  the  practitioners  who  still 
actually  conduct  nature-primary  activities  in  their  daily  lives.  Now  at 
the  end  of  1999-in  the  final  gasp  of  a century  of  unprecedented  industrial 
growth-by  far  the  vast  majority  of  scientists  are  as  close  as  can  be 
expected  to  consensus,  particularly  in  a case  of  such  global  magnitude. 
Everybody  is  talking  about  the  weather,  to  paraphrase  Mark  Twain,  except 
this  time  we  might  actually  need  to  do  something  about  it. 

As  Mohawk  author  and  Native  Americas  co-founder  Tim  Dohnson  writes  in  a 
comprehensive  cover  article,  it  is  at  the  level  of  local  weather  that  most 
people  notice  change.  Floods,  drought,  increasingly  powerful 
hurricanes-they  affect  specific  localities  and  regions,  although  their 
inherent  variability  seemingly  makes  them  unreliable  evidence.  Yet,  the 
current,  apparently  progressive  warming  of  the  Earth  is  by  implication  a 
transcendent,  global  issue.  We  know  that  the  Earth's  mean  temperature 
climbed  around  one  full  degree  in  the  past  century,  and  that  this  is 
linked  to  the  fact  that  carbon  dioxide  concentrations  have  increased  from 
280  to  365  parts  per  million  over  the  same  period.  We  know  that  both 
carbon  dioxide  levels  and  the  global  mean  temperature  continue  to  rise  and 
are  doing  so  at  a quickening  pace.  We  know  that  the  decade  of  the  nineties 
was  the  warmest  ever  on  record  and  that  Arctic  ice  is  melting  at 
unprecedented  rates.  We  know  that  the  current  impacts  of  severe  weather 
are  raising  apprehensions  of  "super-disasters"  among  relief  agencies, 
lohnson,  (a  senior  executive  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution's  National 
Museum  of  the  American  Indian),  details  the  complex  scientific  and 
political  questions  of  determining  global  warming.  It  is  easy  to  see  why 
the  broadest  consensus  on  the  issue  is  the  silence  of  politicians  and 
major  pundits. 

But  it  is  easier  still  to  agree  with  the  many  elders,  leaders  and  the 
vast  majority  of  scientists  who  are  concerned  with  what  the  indicators  are 
telling  us  on  the  issue  of  climate  change  and  one  of  its  symptoms,  global 
warming,  about  the  increasingly  clear  evidence  of  its  causes,  and, 
especially,  on  the  need  to  prepare  to  mitigate  its  destructive  impacts.  If 
ever  a grave  issue  called  for  the  intellectual  and  political  will  to  seek 
solutions,  it  is  this  one,  but  political  will  to  action  has  proven  fickle 
and  easy  to  dissipate. 

As  Alex  Ewen  writes  in  his  troubling  article,  "Consensus  Denied:  Holy  War 
over  Global  Warming,"  just  enough  doubt  has  been  raised  in  the  scientific 
community,  by  a small  number  of  ideologically-driven  scientists,  to 
deviate  the  impetus  for  corrective  action.  This  is  a major  story, 
virtually  ignored  by  the  international  media,  of  how  selected  funding  for 
research-by  the  industries  most  directly  impacted  through  the  emerging 
scientific  consensus-has  obfuscated  and  largely  derailed  U.S.  leadership 
on  the  issue. 

For  the  Native  peoples  of  the  Arctic  north,  the  consequences  of  global 
warming  are  already  substantial.  Alerted  by  the  tragic  testimony  of  elder 
Arctic  fishermen  and  hunters  at  the  Albuquerque  conference,  Yaqui  producer 
Fidel  Moreno  turns  in  an  interview  with  Caleb  Pungowiyi,  Yupik  elder  from 
Nome,  Alaska.  Pungowiyi' s testimony  on  the  drastic  impact  of  disappearing 
ice  on  many  species  such  as  walrus,  seal  and  polar  bear  has  a strong 
focusing  effect.  It  is  echoed  by  many  others,  including  Gwich'in  leader, 
Sarah  Dames,  whose  Yukon  Valley  people  also  are  reporting  serious 
environmental  changes  resulting  from  record  levels  of  warm  weather  for 
their  region.  This  is  consistent  with  reports  of  Arctic  Systems  scientists 


from  the  National  Science  Foundation  about  "first  time"  rains  and  the  high 
melt  rate  of  the  Arctic  ice  pack-which  they  anticipate  at  current  trends 
would  "disappear  in  25  years." 

The  range  of  impacts  of  warming  patterns  and  climate  change  on  Native 
fisheries,  coastal  wetlands  and  on  the  Northern  Plains  country  are 
reported  by  long-time  observers  Robert  Gough  and  Patrick  Spears  (Lower 
Brule  Sioux).  In  a statement  on  the  Albuquerque  Conference,  Gough  and 
Spears  point  to  the  importance  of  Native  Homelands  as  a "biological  and 
social  link  to  the  climatic  history  of  this  hemisphere."  Because  of 
long-standing  inhabitation,  and  "by  virtue  of  geography,  history,  culture, 
political  status  and  experience.  Native  peoples  have  important 
contributions  to  make  to  the  National  Assessment."  Perhaps  Native  peoples 
share  a perspective  with  NASA,  they  write,  because  of  the  view  that 
NASA-among  all  other  federal  agencies-has  developed  of  the  Earth  as  a 
"unique,  complex  and  unified  living  system  . . . dependent  upon  a fragile 
and  finite  life  support  system." 

Navajo  journalist  Valerie  Taliman  turns  in  a view  of  the  Southwestern 
Native  lands.  Native  elders  interviewed  for  her  article,  some  of  which 
testified  at  the  Climate  Change  workshops,  speak  of  a "world  out  of 
balance,"  where  summer  is  much  hotter  than  it  has  been  in  living  memory 
and  where  water,  always  scarce,  becomes  more  and  more  precious.  The 
ravages  of  uranium  and  coal  mining  in  that  arid  zone  have  been  felt  most 
by  the  Native  nations.  Yet,  in  the  context  of  intermittent  drought,  coal 
slurry  pipelines  continue  to  suck  pristine  non-replenishable  aquifer  water 
to  water-feed  crushed  coal  from  the  Four  Corners  area  to  Nevada  and  other 
points . 

From  farther  south,  foreign  correspondent  Bill  Weinberg,  reviews  the 
devastation  caused  by  the  recent  seasons  of  severe  weather  in  Mexico  and 
Central  America.  Weinberg's  article  focuses  the  relationship  of  global 
warming,  deforestation  and  worsening  floods.  The  Honduran-Nicaraguan 
disaster  would  appear  to  qualify  as  a "super-disaster"  for  those 
increasingly  deforestated  (unprotected)  Mesoamerican  countries,  washed 
over  by  Hurricane  Mitch's  monumental  flooding.  This  region,  buffeted  in 
the  geo-politics  of  the  1980s  and  now  mostly  ignored  in  U.S.  foreign 
policy,  nevertheless  continues  to  endure  the  ravages  of  global  currents, 
this  time  meteorological.  Titanic  hurricanes  and  mammoth  fires  ignited  by 
drought  have  replaced  machine  guns  and  bombs. 

Reporting  on  impacts  in  South  American  Native  environments,  Melina 
Selverston  as  well  as  Craig  Benjamin  examine  indigenous  perspectives  and 
responses  to  similar  trends  in  their  weather  patterns.  Indigenous  lifeways 
come  into  play  as  Benjamin  assesses  the  variability  of  Andean  and  other 
Native  agricultural  practices,  a potential  trench  of  preparedness  against 
the  impacts  of  climate  change  on  agricultural  production.  Selverston  takes 
us  through  the  complications  of  action  at  the  international  level.  The 
Kyoto  conference,  and  the  intricacies  of  its  "Protocol  to  the  United 
Nations  Convention  on  Climate  Change,"  are  worthy  processes  in  the 
challenge  to  find  solutions.  Other  contributors  on  specific  effects 
include  Stephan  Schwartzman  (on  the  impact  of  mega-forest  fires),  andj 
Paul  Epstein  and  Bruce  lohansen  (on  health  consequences  of  global 
warming) . 

Several  Native  writers  round  out  the  volume.  Dean  Suagee,  Cherokee, 
writes  on  the  movement  to  establish  Sun-friendly  building  codes  for  a more 
effective  use  of  solar  power  to  conserve  energy.  Several  Native  nations, 
Hopi  among  them,  are  leading  in  the  use  of  solar  to  meet  energy  needs. 

John  Mohawk,  Seneca,  writes  of  an  old  alliance  between  Hopi  and 
Haudenosaunee  predicated  on  deep  cultural  mandates  to  warn  of  impending 
dangers  of  modern  trends  that  disrupt  nature.  Simon  Ortiz,  Acoma,  offers  a 
heartfelt  vignette  on  the  river  of  his  youth-a  geography  of  spirit. 

For  many  years,  the  Haudenosaunee  chiefs  and  clanmothers  have  carried  to 
the  world  their  tradition  of  the  Seven  Generations,  which  proposes  the 
concept  that  the  current  generation  always  has  a responsibility  for  the 
state  of  the  world  onto  the  "seventh  generation  yet  to  come."  Many  other 
Native  nations  have  expressions  and  traditions  that  articulate  long-term, 
multi-generational  visions  of  human  existence  on  the  Earth.  There  appears 
to  be  very  little  thinking  on  this  level  by  politicians  and  corporate 


leadens  internationally.  In  the  United  States,  which  practically  should 
lead  on  this  pressing  issue,  even  as  we  enter  the  Year  2000  presidential 
season,  no  candidate  has  yet  come  forward  to  raise  it.  As  one  Native  elder 
put  it,  when  it  comes  to  a problem  of  this  magnitude,  corporate  CEOs  need 
to  think  more  as  grandparents  and  less  as  industrial  leaders.  And 
politicians  who  would  be  statesmen-elders  must  provide  the  leadership  for 
bold  solutions,  even  at  the  risk  of  discomforting  some  of  America's 
central  industries. 

The  tradition  of  the  Seventh  Generation,  we  submit,  offers  an  idea  whose 
expression  should  become  mantra,  song  and  message  to  the  politicians  and 
magnates  of  industry  who  hold  the  fate  of  the  world  in  their  hands.  It  is 
possible  that  this  will  require  a seminal  shift  in  contemporary  human 
thinking.  But  this  is  entirely  in  line  with  the  wish  and  the 
responsibility  to  undertake  actions  that  position  our  children,  and  our 
children's  children,  for  a viable  future  on  the  Earth. 


lose  Barreiro,  Taino,  is  Editor-in-chief  of  Akwe:kon  Press  and  Associate 
Director  of  Outreach  at  Cornell  University's  American  Indian  Program. 


"Nowhere  else  will  you  be  able  to  find  such  powerful-knowledge  filled 

writing."  Wilma  Mankiller,  Editorial  Board  Member  of  Native  Americas  lournal 
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Discrimination  ruling  helps  Ronan  look  to  a calmer  future 

The  Ronan  School  District  has  dealt  with  parental  anger,  mass 
resignations  and  lawsuits  over  Indian  education  policies  in  the  last  year, 
but  things  may  be  calming  down  in  the  near  future. 

A racial  discrimination  lawsuit  filed  against  the  district  has  been 
settled,  a new  Indian  Education  Coordinator  has  been  selected,  and  the 
community  is  looking  forward  to  school  board  elections  in  May. 

Without  admitting  that  there  was  anything  wrong  with  the  old  method  of 
doing  business  and  electing  school  board  members,  the  embattled  Ronan 
School  District  No.  30  quietly  agreed  to  a settlement  agreement  that  ends 
a lawsuit  brought  by  Native  American  residents  of  the  school  district  and 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union. 

The  decision,  signed  by  U.S.  District  Dudge  Donald  W.  Molloy  on  Dan.  13, 
ended  a dispute  in  which  Clayton  Matt  and  Deanine  Padilla,  who  are  both 
enrolled  members  of  the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes,  alleged 
that  school  district's  at-large  method  of  elections  discriminates  against 
Native  Americans. 

Attorney  Laughlin  McDonald  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  who  represented  the  ACLU, 


said  the  speedy  settlement  was  the  result  of  a number  of  factors. 

"The  pattern  of  Indian  office-holding  was  so  stark,  it  really  wasn't 
defensible,"  McDonald  notes.  "Only  one  Indian  was  ever  elected  [to  the 
school  board]  and  he  joined  the  tribe  as  an  adult,  about  the  time  he  was 
elected.  When  it  became  known  he  was  a tribal  member,  he  couldn't  get 
re-elected,  even  as  an  incumbent." 

When  the  lawsuit  was  filed  in  Duly  1999,  the  Ronan  School  District, 
which  has  a majority  of  Native  American  students  (57  percent),  had  no 
Native  American  members  on  the  school  board.  According  to  McDonald,  the 
Ronan  case  was  an  extremely  strong  one.  In  a school  district  where  the 
voting  population  is  two-thirds  white,  just  the  one  non-white 
representative  had  ever  been  elected  to  the  school  board.  The  suit 
contends  that  it  was  easy  for  non-native  voters  to  block  Native  American 
candidates . 

The  suit  asked  the  court  to  create  single-member  districts,  rather  than 
continue  the  at-large  system,  to  give  Native  Americans  the  same 
opportunity  to  elect  candidates  of  their  choice  as  non-natives. 

In  his  settlement  order,  Molloy  approved  the  creation  of  two  electoral 
districts  within  the  present  school  district.  The  school  board  had  been 
previously  directed  by  the  county  superintendent  to  expand  to  seven 
members,  based  on  the  size  of  the  district's  student  population. 

McDonald  commended  the  school  board  members  for  the  way  they  worked  to 
reach  a settlement  short  of  a lawsuit.  "No  one  is  happy  about  being  sued, 
but  the  level  of  civility  was  high  and  the  results  were  positive,"  he  says 
"A  suit  like  this  doesn't  have  any  losers.  The  district,  the  parents,  the 
students  - everyone  wins." 

Under  the  settlement,  two  members  will  now  represent  one  district  with  a 
largely  Native  American  population,  and  five  members  will  be  elected  from 
a second,  larger  district.  The  first  district  is  a long,  narrow  strip  of 
land,  running  from  south  of  Kicking  Horse  almost  to  Pablo.  It  does  not 
include  the  town  of  Ronan  within  its  borders.  According  to  court  documents 
the  new  district  has  a population  that  is  62  percent  Native  American, 
based  on  the  1990  census  count. 

The  order  states  that  the  school  district  "does  not  admit  liability"  but 
adds,  "the  parties  are  in  agreement  that  there  is  a reasonable  or 
substantial  factual  and  legal  basis  for  the  plaintiff's  claims." 

The  new  districts  will  make  a difference,  McDonald  says,  because  "the 
excluded  body  becomes  much  more  inclusive.  Now  there  is  a real  challenge 
to  the  Indian  community  to  get  behind  good  candidates  and  get  out  and 
vote. " 

An  election  will  be  held  this  spring  to  fill  the  two  newly  created  seats 
at  the  same  time  that  one  seat  in  the  other  district  comes  up  for  election 
One  new  term  will  be  for  two  years  and  the  other  for  three  years,  to  be 
determined  by  lot.  Candidates  for  the  three  seats  must  reside  in  the 
district  they  seek  to  represent. 

Molloy  has  not  yet  issued  a decision  on  a request  by  the  plaintiffs  for 
fees  and  legal  costs.  McDonald  says  his  office  will  file  a request  for 
those  in  the  next  few  days. 

The  lawsuit  issue  was  one  of  two  conflicts  that  emerged  last  spring. 

When  the  all-white  school  board  voted  in  April  to  not  renew  the  contract 
of  the  district's  Indian  Education  Director  Ben  Irvin,  it  caused  another 
furor  in  the  community.  After  the  board  accepted  the  recommendation  of 
Ronan  School  District  superintendent  Donn  Livoni  to  terminate  Irvin,  the 
board  violated  its  own  policy,  which  required  it  to  consult  with  the 
Indian  Education  Committee  before  acting.  Federal  regulations  also  require 
the  Indian  Education  Committee  to  participate  in  such  major  decisions. 

Irvin  filed  an  unsuccessful  appeal  of  the  decision  with  Lake  County 
Superintendent  of  Schools  Doyce  Decker  Wegner,  asking  her  to  accept 
jurisdiction  in  the  matter  and  hold  a hearing  on  his  dismissal.  He  is 
still  fighting  the  dismissal  through  the  court  system. 

In  October,  however,  the  Ronan  School  District  hired  a new  Indian 
Education  Coordinator.  Dulie  Cajune  was  recommended  by  a committee  that 
included  teachers,  local  citizens,  and  Indian  Education  Committee  members 
and  was  endorsed  by  the  district  superintendent.  Her  salary  was  set  at  $45 
000  a year,  $11,000  more  than  the  $34,000  a year  her  predecessor  Ben  Irvin 


earned.  Cajune  was  curriculum  coordinator  of  the  Confederated  Salish- 
Kootenai  Tribal  Education  Department  last  year. 

Cajune  is  now  in  charge  of  Indian  curriculum  and  programs  for  Indian 
students  and  must  administer  programs  involving  various  grants  and 
significant  federally  funding  that  come  to  the  district  because  of  its 
high  percentage  of  Native  American  students. 

"Children  have  never  been  very  good  at  listening  to  their  elders,  but  they 
have  never  failed  to  imitate  them." 
lames  Baldwin 
http://wolfseeker.com 
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Peyote  thrives  in  South  Texas;  Native  Americans  use  it  during  religious 
ceremony 

By  Mary  Lee  Grant 

c.  Corpus  Christi  Caller-Times 

lan.  23,  2000 

MIRANDO  CITY,  Texas  --  Salvador  lohnson  heads  out  before  dawn  on  a recent 
winter  morning,  traipsing  through  cactus  and  mesquite  brush  with  a shovel 
and  a gunny  sack,  searching  for  peyote. 

Fie  is  one  of  five  licensed  peyote  dealers  in  the  nation,  and  has  spent 
most  of  his  life  searching  for  peyote  in  the  wild  brush  country  between 
Laredo  and  Flebbronville. 

He  sifts  dried  peyote  buttons  --  small  rounded  pieces  of  light  brown 
cactus  --  through  his  fingers  on  a table  behind  his  frame  house  in  this 
town  of  300,  located  halfway  between  Hebbronville  and  Laredo. 

It  is  a town  where  cowboys  still  drive  horses  across  the  highway,  which 
leads  past  Laredo  and  into  Mexico. 

"It  is  a good  life,"  he  said. 

"You  don't  have  a boss  looking  over  your  shoulder,"  lohnson  said.  "You 
spend  most  of  your  time  outdoors.  It  is  a great  joy  for  me." 

Four  South  Texas  counties  --  Webb,  Zapata,  lim  Hogg  and  Starr  --  comprise 
an  area  known  as  the  "peyote  gardens"  to  Native  Americans,  and  it  descends 
into  the  Sierra  Madre  of  Mexico. 

To  many  Native  Americans,  South  Texas  is  a holy  place,  lohnson  said. 
"Coming  here  is  like  a pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land  for  them,"  he  said. 

Native  Americans  belonging  to  many  tribes  from  throughout  the  country 
make  pilgrimages  to  South  Texas  at  least  once  a year,  often  in  February  to 
see  the  tiny  cactus,  which  they  believe  to  be  sacred,  growing  wild. 

In  February,  at  an  annual  festival,  they  pitch  their  tepees  in  ranchers' 
nearby  pastures  and  hold  all-night  peyote  ceremonies. 

Although  lohnson,  53,  is  a Baptist,  he  also  is  active  in  the  Native 
American  Church,  which  is  based  on  the  peyote  religion  that  has  been  part 
of  indigenous  life  for  10,000  years.  The  church,  with  about  400,000  members 
nationwide,  combines  elements  of  Christianity  with  the  worship  and 
consumption  of  peyote. 

In  the  Native  American  Church,  peyote  has  the  same  place  as  the  communion 
sacrament  in  Christianity,  said  Lourdes  liordani,  a professor  of 
anthropology  at  Albright  College  in  Pennsylvania,  who  studies  the  peyote 
religion.  Only  those  who  are  at  least  one-quarter  Native  American  can 
legally  purchase  peyote,  although  many  non-Native  Americans  take  peyote  at 
church  ceremonies. 

The  ceremony  is  led  by  a roadman,  who  is  similar  to  a priest  or  minister. 


The  title  of  roadman  comes  from  his  role  of  leading  people  on  a journey 
through  peyote  visions.  This  leadership  role  is  passed  down  through  an 
apprentice  process  from  one  generation  to  another. 

Johnson  said  that  the  Native  American  Church  has  helped  him. 

"It  is  just  like  the  Baptist  or  the  Catholic  Church/'  he  said.  "All 
religions  are  basically  the  same.  What  peyote  does  is  give  me  a clear  mind 
to  go  to  my  Creator.  The  way  I look  at  it,  I am  Mexican-American,  and  my 
ancestors  were  more  Native  American  than  anybody  else." 


The  effects  of  peyote 


Peyote,  a small,  round  cactus  with  fuzzy  tufts  instead  of  spines,  produces 
about  50  chemically  related  compounds.  Its  effects  can  range  from  bursts  of 
physical  energy  to  producing  visions,  due  largely  to  the  presence  of  the 
chemical  mescaline. 

"It  makes  me  able  to  communicate  with  the  Creator, " said  Derry  Etcitty, 

64,  a Navajo  roadman  from  Aztec,  N.M.,  who  has  been  coming  to  Mirando  City 
to  buy  peyote  from  Johnson  for  about  40  years.  "I  have  been  eating  it  since 
I was  a teen-ager." 

When  Etcitty  takes  peyote,  he  sees  visions  of  God,  of  the  moon  and  stars, 
and  of  the  creation  of  Earth  itself,  he  says.  Some  of  his  visions  have  been 
life-changing,  he  says. 

"Once,  I saw  this  light  shining  from  heaven  into  my  heart,"  he  said.  "I 
couldn't  think  of  any  words  that  matched  what  was  happening.  But  after 
that,  I wanted  to  take  care  of  my  life  and  my  children.  I quit  drinking.  I 
can  still  see  that  light  shining." 


'More  to  life' 


Lillian  Etcitty,  the  Navajo  roadman's  wife,  said  peyote  cured  her  and  her 
husband  of  alcoholism,  and  that  it  is  widely  used  as  a treatment  for 
alcoholism  among  Native  Americans.  After  she  became  sober,  she  took  a job 
as  an  alcohol  counselor  in  Gallup,  N.M. 

"I  respect  it  and  take  care  of  it,"  she  said.  "I  don't  misuse  it.  Some 
people  take  too  much  or  misuse  it,  and  that  is  wrong  because  it  is  sacred. 

It  wakes  up  Spirit  in  our  hearts  and  minds.  It  makes  us  realize  that  there 

is  more  to  life  than  drinking  and  partying." 

Lillian  Etcitty  said  that  children  in  the  tribe  are  given  small  amounts 
of  peyote  and  allowed  to  attend  meetings. 

"We  would  never  give  our  children  something  that  would  hurt  them,"  she 
said . 

"It  helps  them  develop  their  spiritual  life.  We  also  look  at  it  as 
medicine . 

It  can  cure  things  ranging  from  cancer  to  tuberculosis,  if  you  have  faith. 
My  husband  even  gives  it  to  our  little  dogs  and  cats  when  they  are  sick. 

That  is  how  much  love  he  has  in  his  heart." 


Governmental  concerns 


Jane  Maxwell,  a researcher  with  the  Texas  Commission  on  Alcohol  and  Drug 
Abuse,  said  that  the  use  of  peyote  among  Native  Americans  is  dangerous,  and 
she  fears  its  acceptance  among  them  will  make  it  spread  to  those  of  other 
cultural  backgrounds. 

She  said  she  has  received  no  reports  of  overdoses,  deaths,  or  illnesses 
caused  by  peyote. 

"It  is  classified  with  hallucinogens,  and  we  have  had  significant  problems 
with  hallucinogens,  including  convulsions  and  bad  mental  trips,"  Maxwell 
said.  "Deaths  have  been  reported  with  some  of  the  native  hallucinogens,  but 
not  with  peyote." 

She  said  she  doesn't  like  the  drug  being  touted  as  cure  for  alcoholism. 

"It  is  substituting  one  psychotropic  substance  for  another,"  she  said. 
"Everything  came  about  as  a cure  for  something.  Heroin  was  meant  to  be  a 
cure  for  opium  addicts." 


Creativity  enhancer 


The  DEA  classifies  peyote  as  a drug  with  no  medicinal  value  but  not  as  an 
addictive  drug. 

"A  lot  depends  on  if  you  take  it  in  a ritual  context/'  said  liordani,  the 
anthropologist.  "If  you  take  it  by  yourself , there  is  the  danger  of  a bad 
trip.  But  if  you  have  someone  to  guide  you  through  and  do  it  in  a sacred 
context,  it  isn't  dangerous." 

Lillian  Etcitty  said  she  has  suffered  no  ill  effects  from  peyote,  and  it 
has  helped  her  artistic  work. 

"Mother  Peyote  enhances  creativity.  Some  people  are  born  artists  or 
silversmiths.  For  those  who  aren't,  peyote  helps  us  see  in  a new  way  and  be 
more  creative." 


Legislative  hurdles 


For  years,  it  was  difficult  for  Native  Americans  such  as  Etcitty  to 
obtain  peyote,  which  they  refer  to  as  medicine.  They  had  to  be  careful  to 
drive  with  their  peyote  supplies  through  states  where  peyote  was  legal. 

In  1990,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the  First  Amendment  did  not 
protect  the  use  of  peyote  by  Native  Americans  for  religious  purposes. 

In  1994,  however.  Congress  voted  to  allow  the  use  of  it  for  religious 
purposes  and  kept  states  from  cracking  down  on  transport  of  peyote  by 
Native  Americans.  The  legislation  also  allowed  the  peyote  dealers  of  South 
Texas  --  three  in  Rio  Grande  City,  one  in  Oilton  and  lohnson  in  Mirando 
City  --  to  stay  in  business. 

"It  has  always  been  a big  part  of  the  culture  of  this  town,"  lohnson  said. 
Many  residents,  he  said,  treat  him  with  all  the  friendliness  and  respect  of 
any  other  local  businessman. 

"I  served  on  the  school  board  for  six  years,"  he  said. 

"Around  here,  harvesting  peyote  is  a respected  way  of  making  a living." 


Finding  the  cactus 


It  is  growing  increasingly  difficult,  though,  as  supplies  deplete  and  many 
ranchers  won't  allow  Native  Americans  or  peyote  harvesters,  known  locally 
as  peyoteros,  on  their  land.  The  ranchers  who  do  allow  them  on  their  land 
charge  them  between  $1,500  and  $2,000  a month  for  a peyote  lease,  in  an 
arrangement  similar  to  a hunting  lease. 

"It  is  getting  harder  and  harder  to  get  on  the  ranches,"  lohnson  said. 
"They  don't  want  to  be  associated  with  peyote,  and  the  ones  that  are  don't 
want  it  publicized.  A lot  of  them  have  had  nieces  and  nephews  die  of  drug 
overdoses,  and  they  think  all  drugs  are  bad." 

Since  Mexico  doesn't  allow  the  harvest  or  possession  of  peyote,  lohnson 
and  other  peyote  dealers  can't  look  south  in  Mexico  for  increased  supplies, 
even  as  the  demand  from  the  Native  American  Church  increases. 

The  use  of  peyote  is  traditional  among  some  Hispanics  in  South  Texas,  too. 

"When  I was  younger,  you  could  buy  it  at  the  market  in  Nuevo  Laredo,  or  at 
any  of  the  local  yerberias  (herb  shops),"  lohnson  said. 

His  wife,  Vicenta,  said  that  elderly  Hispanics  still  use  the  drug  as  a 
cure  for  a variety  of  ailments,  including  as  a rubbing  lotion  to  treat 
arthritis  when  it  is  mixed  with  alcohol. 


Picking  the  peyote 


Despite  shortages,  lohnson  said  he  is  sure  there  will  always  be  enough 
peyote  for  the  needs  of  Native  Americans. 

"The  Creator  put  peyote  on  the  earth  for  the  people,"  lohnson  said.  "I 
think  that  the  peyote  reveals  itself  when  it  is  ready.  Some  days  I won't 
find  any,  and  some  days  a lot.  I think  it  communicates  with  us,  and  lets 
us  know  when  it  is  ready  to  be  harvested." 

lohnson  prays  to  the  peyote  before  he  and  his  crew  of  15,  which  often 
includes  his  six  brothers  and  a group  of  out-of-work  roughnecks,  go  out 
into  the  fields  to  harvest  it. 

The  peyote  that  he  harvests  on  30,000  acres  lies  close  to  the  ground,  and 
he  slices  the  buttons  from  the  roots,  keeping  them  intact.  The  plant  takes 


about  20  years  to  mature. 

He  can  pick  as  many  as  1,000  buttons  in  an  hour.  He  sells  them  at  $150 
for  1,000  fresh  buttons  and  $170  for  1,000  dried  buttons.  He  makes  about 
$30,000  a year,  and  must  give  copies  of  his  receipts  to  the  Drug  Enforcement 
Administration  and  the  Texas  Department  of  Transportation,  which  oversee 
peyote  sales  in  the  state. 

DEA  officials  said  that  anyone  without  a criminal  background  is  eligible 
to  distribute  peyote.  Peyote  distributors  don't  have  to  come  from  a Native 
American  background.  They  must  be  licensed  through  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Safety. 


The  ceremony,  history 


The  peyote  meetings  begin  with  the  erection  of  a tepee,  Etcitty  said. 
Then,  members  of  the  congregation  smoke  corn  shucks  like  a cigarette  and 
begin  the  prayer  service. 

"When  we  have  finished  praying,  we  pass  the  medicine,"  she  said.  "We  talk 
about  our  wishes  and  our  prayers,  and  if  we  are  sick,  ask  for  healing.  The 
medicine  is  usually  passed  in  a powder  form,  and  then  if  they  can  handle 
it,  people  drink  peyote  tea  afterward.  Then  some  mix  up  the  powder  and  the 
tea  into  a mulch  and  eat  it." 

The  use  of  peyote  spread  from  Mexico,  where  it  was  popular  among  the 
Huichol  Indians,  to  tribes  in  the  Great  Plains  in  the  late  19th  century, 
liordani  said. 


Medicinal  value 


Many  believe  strongly  in  the  plant's  value  as  a medicine,  liordani  said. 
"It  literally  has  saved  many  from  alcoholism,"  she  said. 

"It  seems  to  act  like  methadone  to  those  who  have  drug  dependencies.  It 
helps  them  through  the  transition.  There  is  quite  a bit  of  research  on 
treatment  of  alcoholism  among  Native  Americans,  and  it  is  considered  a 
positive  avenue  of  treatment." 

Peyote  serves  other  purposes,  too. 

"Some  say  the  peyote  acts  as  teacher  and  that  people  are  told  things  to 
do,  and  given  moral  precepts,"  she  said.  "Some  are  able  to  see  the  future." 
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Indian  band  applies  for  trademark  on 
ancient  petroglyphs 
The  Associated  Press 
02/16/00  5:50  PM  Eastern 

NANAIMO,  British  Columbia  (AP)  --  Ten  petroglyphs  have  been  registered  as 
trademarks  by  a Vancouver  Island  Indian  band,  making  them  off-limits  for 
use  on  sweatshirts  and  jewelry  and  other  commercial  items. 

Reproductions  of  the  ancient  figures  pounded  into  rock  faces,  have  become 
hot  selling  items  with  tourists,  but  leaders  of  the  Snuneymuxw  First  Nation 
believe  the  images  are  sacred. 

"They  are  not  supposed  to  be  copied  for  any  purposes,"  said  Murray  Browne 
of  the  Snuneymuxw  treaty  office.  "Any  copies  of  them  are  sacrilegious." 

The  petroglyphs  have  been  registered  with  the  Canadian  Intellectual 
Properties  Office,  and  artisans  and  merchants  in  Nanaimo  and  on  Gabriola 
Island  have  been  asked  to  stop  using  them  under  penalty  of  court  action. 

The  images  are  now  "considered  official  marks  of  the  Snuneymuxw  First 
Nation,  in  the  same  way  the  Canadian  flag  is  considered  an  official  symbol 
of  Canada,"  said  Lisa  Power,  assistant  director  of  the  Canadian 


government ' s 
trademarks  branch. 


Not  all  native  groups  agree  with  the  Snuneymuxw. 

At  the  Kwagiulth  Museum  on  nearby  Quadra  Island,  the  Cape  Mudge  Indian 
band  sells  T-shirts  and  cards  with  petroglyph  images. 
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Albuquerque  Journal 
Friday,  February  18,  2000 
Mescaleros  Propose  To  Run  Phone  Firm 
By  Tom  McGhee 
Journal  Staff  Writer 

The  Mescalero  Apaches  are  poised  to  become  the  first  tribe  in  New  Mexico 
to  own  a telephone  company  if  a deal  to  buy  625  lines  from  GTE  Corp.  goes 
through . 

Mescalero  Apache  Telcom  Inc.,  a tribally  owned  company,  has  obtained  a 
loan  for  the  purchase  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture's  Rural 
Utilities  Service,  Godfrey  Enjady,  general  manager  of  the  company,  said 
Thursday. 

The  tribe  wouldn't  disclose  the  price  of  the  lines. 

The  money  will  also  fund  a subsequent  upgrade  of  the  system  because  GTE's 
service  has  been  inadequate  and  the  firm  doesn't  provide  advanced  services  to 
the  tribe,  Enjady  said. 

The  upgrade  will  include  high-speed  data  lines  and  other  services. 

"We  should  have  one  of  the  state-of-the-art  systems  in  the  state,"  he 
said . 

The  purchase  agreement  with  GTE  gives  the  firm  18  months  to  establish 
service  and  complete  the  upgrades. 

Tribal  president  Sara  Misquez  signed  the  agreement  on  behalf  of  the  new 
company  at  tribal  headquarters  on  Thursday. 

The  new  company  will  have  its  own  service  center  and  employ  11  people. 

GTE  recently  announced  the  sale  of  another  92,000  lines  in  New  Mexico  to  a 
new  company.  Valor  Telecommunications.  The  Mescalero  transaction  won't  affect 
that  sale,  according  to  GTE. 

The  Mescalero  lines  will  serve  both  residents  and  businesses  on  the 
463,000-acre  reservation  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  1,000  or  so  households  on  the  reservation  are 
presently  without  phone  service,  Enjady  said. 

"We  hope  to  serve  them  all,"  he  said. 

The  tribe  and  GTE  will  seek  approval  of  the  deal  from  both  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  and  the  state  Public  Regulation  Commission. 
Copyright  c.  1997  - 2000  Albuquerque  Journal 
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UNL  Law  College  holds  forum  on  tribal  sovereignty 
BY  JODI  RAVE  LEE  Lincoln  Journal  Star 

http://www. journalstar.com/stories/neb/stol  (entire  story  at  this  Link) 

The  U.S.  Constitution  does  not  apply  to  the  Winnebago  tribe,  a tribal 
judge  told  a University  of  Nebraska  Law  College  audience  Thursday. 


"They  are  free  to  interpret  the  Constitution  as  they  see  fit,"  said  Ken 
VanPola,  Winnebago  tribal  court  judge. 

Added  Dohn  Snowden,  University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln  law  professor: 

"Native  nations  were  here  and  their  sovereignty  existed  way  before  the 
creation  of  the  United  States  Constitution.  They  were  not  a part  of  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution,  and  it  does  not  apply  to  them."  VanPola  and 
Snowden  participated  on  a four-member  panel  that  discussed  tribal 
sovereignty,  or  a tribe's  right  to  govern  itself.  About  45  people  attended 
the  event  at  the  NU  Law  College  auditorium. 

"I'm  glad  the  Law  College  is  raising  these  important  issues,"  said  UNL 
Chancellor  lames  Moeser,  who  attended  the  event.  "It's  a credit  to  the 
leadership  of  the  Law  College,  its  faculty  and  students."  Nancy  Rapoport, 
dean  of  the  college,  said  the  school  organized  the  forum  because  of  its  local 
relevance. 

"This  particular  subject  really  resonates  in  Nebraska,"  she  said. 

"You're  talking  about  a sovereign  nation  in  the  state  and  legal  issues  that 
people  need  to  discuss."  Tribes  such  as  South  Dakota's  Oglala  Lakota  and  the 
Santee  Tribe  of  Nebraska  are  trying  to  uphold  their  sovereign  status.  They 
have  been  negotiating  with  Nebraska  officials  on  jurisdictional  disputes  and 
alcohol  sales  in  the  village  of  Whiteclay,  near  South  Dakota's  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation,  and  casino  gambling  on  the  Santee  Indian  Reservation. 
<SNIP>  (entire  story  at  Link  above) 
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O'siyo  Gary  Night  Owl  - I thought  you  might  be  interested  in  including  this 
in  your  publication ...  an  addendum  will  follow  - for  some  reason  the  full 
context  did  not  appear  in  this  - (my  personal  observations)...!  will  send 
it  next  and  if  you  accept  it,  please  make  it  part  of  your  newsworthy 
publication . 

Wado Evening  Rain  Calling  Crow 

'SQUAW'  HUMILIATING,  SAY  INDIAN  WOMEN 

by  PAUL  CARRIER  STAFF  WRITER  - PORTLAND  PRESS  HERALD  JANUARY  29,  2000 

AUGUSTA  - Rebecca  Sockbeson  of  Portland,  a Penobscot  Indian,  was  only  8 
yeas  old  when  she  was  first  called  a squaw,  and  although  she  is  not  an 
adult,  she  remembers  the  incident  as  painfully  as  it  happened  yesterday. 

Socbeson  was  walking  away  from  the  cafeteria  line  at  her  school  in  Bangor, 
carrying  her  lunch  tray  and  minding  her  own  business,  when  an  older 
non-Indian  boy  called  her  "a  dirty  squaw"  and  tripped  her,  sending  her  tray 
clattering  to  the  floor. 

"I  had  never  heard  the  word  squaw  before,"  Sockbeson  told  a legislative 
committee  Friday,  "but  at  that  pivotal  moment,  I knew  it  was  hurtful." 

A long  list  of  Indian  women  recounted  similar  experiences  Friday  when  the 
Judiciary  Committee  held  a hearing  on  a bill  that  would  outlaw  the  use  of 
the  word  "squaw"  in  Maine  place  names,  while  allowing  its  continued  use  by 
private  businesses,  such  as  the  Squaw  Mountain  Resort  in  Greenville.  At 
last  25  geographic  features  in  seven  counties  would  be  affected  by  the 
change,  including  Big  Squaw  Mountain,  Little  Squaw  Mountain,  Big  Squaw 
Township  and  Little  Squaw  Township. 

The  State  House  hearing,  which  lasted  more  than  three  hours,  drew  an 
overflow  crowd.  The  committee  postponed  a vote  until  next  week,  when  the 
bill  is  expected  to  win  solid  - but  not  unanimous  - support  from  the 
13-member  panel  before  it  goes  to  the  full  Legislature. 

The  bill  was  filed  by  Rep.  Donald  Soctomah,  the  Passamaquoddy 
representative  to  the  Legislature.  It  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
Passamaquoddy,  Penobscot,  Maliseet  and  Micmac,  tribal  governments  and  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Portland.  It  also  has  the  newfound  support  of 
Gov.  Angus  King,  who  had  previously  reserved  judgment  on  it. 


The  only  opposition  Friday  came  from  government  officials  in  the 
Greenville  area,  who  said  the  proposed  ban  would  hurt  their  region's 
economic  development. 

They  argued  that  Squaw  Mountain  and  other  places  were  named  by  Indians  or 
out  of  respect  for  them,  an  assertion  that  drew  strong  protests  from  Indian 
women.  Although  several  opponents  of  the  bill  claimed  to  know  Indians  who 
oppose  it,  none  of  them  showed  up.  All  of  the  Indians  who  testified  at  the 
hearing  supported  the  bill. 

"As  a young  girl  growing  up  on  the  reservation,  I was  often  called  a 
'dirty  squaw',  which  would  reduce  me  to  tears  of  pain  and  anger,"  said  Rene 
Attean,  a Penobscot  woman  from  Old  Town.  "And  as  I grew  older,  I came  to 
realize  that  many  of  the  town  boys  thought  "squaw"  was  synonymous  with  sex. 

I came  to  hate  the  word  'squaw"  and  the  people  who  used  it." 

Research  conducted  by  the  Main  Indian  Tribal-State  Commission,  a state 
agency  that  includes  Indians  and  non-Indians,  suggests  that  the  word 
'squaw'  originated  among  Indian  tribes  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and 
elsewhere  as  a neutral  word  for  woman  or  wife.  It  is  not  found  in  the 
Penobscot,  Passamaquoddy  or  Maliseet  languages. 

Over  time,  use  of  the  word  spread  far  beyond  southern  New  England,  and 
it  developed  a negative  connotation.  Several  dictionaries  say  the  word  is 
often  used  in  an  offensive  and  insulting  way. 

"I  have  not  spoken  to  even  one  Maliseet  woman  who  is  not  offended  by  the 
use  of  the  word,  because  whatever  its  origin,  it  has  been  used  to  taunt, 
and  degrade  us  as  women,"  said  Brenda  Commander,  Chief  of  the  Houlton  Band 
of  Maliseet  Indians.  "One  experience  that  is  burned  into  my  memory  was 
coming  home  one  day  (as  a child)  and  seeing  a big  road  sign  at  the  en  end 
of  our  road  that  said  Squaw  Knoll.  When  I entered  my  home,  I found  my 
mother  in  tears,  she  was  so  humiliated." 

Supporters  of  the  bill  said  "squaw"  has  come  to  be  used  by  non-Indians  as 
a synonym  for  prostitute  and  as  a shorthand  way  of  implying  that  American 
Indian  women  are  inferior  and  sexually  promiscuous.  They  said  it  is  as 
insulting  to  Indian  women  as  the  most  base  racial  slurs  are  to 
African-Americans . 

Opponents,  all  of  them  non-Indians  from  the  Greenville  area,  counted  that 
the  quest  to  strike  'squaw'  from  Maine  place  names  is  a misguided  campaign 
to  promote  political  correctness  by  obliterating  a harmless,  even 
complimentary,  word  that  is  not  used  in  a derogatory  manner  by  most 
non-Indians.  They  said  such  a ban  would  have  what  Greenville  Town  Manager 
David  Cota  called  "an  adverse  impact  on  our  area,"  because  of  a dozen 
natural  features  there  include  'squaw'  in  their  names  and  at  least  some  of 
them  are  tourist  attractions. 

"We're  struggling  economically  now,"  said  Greenville  Selectman  Sharon 
Libby  Hones,  and  if  the  state  imposes  mandatory  name  changes,  then 
Greenville-area  businesses  would  effectively  have  to  change  their  names  too. 

That  focus  on  economic  development  did  not  sit  well  with  normally  reserved 
Rep.  Donna  Loring,  the  Penobscot  representative  to  the  Legislature,  who 
sits  on  the  Hudiciary  Committee. 

"Do  you  feel  guilty  earning  money  from  a name  that  is  abusive  and 
dehumanizing  to  native  people?"  Loring  asked  Libby  Hones. 

"I  don't  believe  that's  what  we're  doing,"  Libby  Hones  replied. 

Cota  argued  that  Squaw  Mountain  and  other  natural  features  whose  names 
include  that  word  were  named  by  the  Indians  themselves,  but  Sockbeson 
heatedly  rejected  that  claim.  If  Maine  Indians  had  named  such  places,  she 
asked,  why  would  they  have  used  a word  that  is  not  found  in  any  of  Maine's 
tribal  languages?" 

"I  challenge  the  white  men  who  came  before  you  today  and  opposed  the  bill 
to  walk  on  to  any  reservation  and  use  the  word  "squaw"  and  see  what 
happens,"  Sockbeson  said. 

(Greenville  Town  Manager  David  Cota  urges  lawmakers  at  an  Augusta  hearing 
Friday  to  allow  places  like  Squaw  Mountain,  in  his  town  to  retain  the  name. 
He  said  a change  could  hurt  economic  development  because  a dozen  natural 
features  include  "squaw"  and  some  of  them  are  tourist  attractions. 
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Story  by  David  Unze 

Life  in  prison  looms  for  Maxwell 

'If  I could  do  it  again,  I'd  do  the  same  thing,'  says  Germaine  Chatkana 
murderer 

If  Ole  Maxwell  could  change  what  he  did  Dan.  26,  1999,  he  wouldn't. 

That's  the  day  he  took  a belt,  put  it  around  his  girlfriend's  neck  and  for 
20  minutes  strangled  her  to  death. 

Maxwell  pleaded  guilty  Tuesday  to  first-degree  murder  in  Germaine 
Chatkana 's  death,  less  than  a week  before  his  murder  trial  was  to  begin. 

He  showed  no  remorse  or  regret  in  front  of  Chatkana 's  mother  as  he 
described  in  court  what  happened  more  than  a year  ago. 

"If  I could  do  it  again,"  Maxwell  said,  "I'd  do  the  same  thing." 

Maxwell  faces  life  in  prison  without  parole  when  he's  sentenced  March  7 
by  Stearns  County  District  Court  Dudge  Bernard  Boland.  One  count  each  of 
first-  and  second-degree  murder  was  dropped  in  a plea  agreement. 

"I  guess  it's  better  than  going  through  a trial,"  said  Barb  Hanska, 
Chatkana 's  mother.  "It's  up  to  the  spirits  now." 

Chatkana  was  killed  less  than  a week  after  Maxwell  was  released  from 
prison  after  serving  a sentence  for  criminal  vehicular  operation.  He 
became  progressively  more  upset  at  Chatkana  while  he  was  in  prison,  he 
said  Tuesday,  and  planned  to  kill  her  and  others  when  he  got  out. 

"Germaine  wasn't  the  only  person  I was  going  to  whack,"  Maxwell  said. 

"I  was  going  to  whack  a couple  of  'em." 

Maxwell  presumably  was  referring  to  Chatkana 's  friends  and  family,  who 
were  involved  in  a child  custody  dispute  about  Maxwell  and  Chatkana 's  son. 

Maxwell's  anger  toward  Chatkana  began  much  earlier,  he  said,  when  he 
thought  she  was  mistreating  their  unborn  child.  Dust  three  days  before 
his  Dan.  20,  1999,  release  from  prison.  Maxwell  called  his  sister  and  gave 
an  ominous  admission. 

"If  I go  home  and  stay  with  her.  I'll  probably  (beat)  her  up  pretty  bad, 

" Maxwell  recalled  saying. 

Six  days  after  his  release,  she  was  dead. 

Chatkana  and  Maxwell  were  together  Dan.  26  at  the  Waite  Park  house 
Maxwell  shared  with  his  mother.  In  the  early  hours,  approximately  2 a.m., 
the  two  got  into  an  argument.  Maxwell  said. 

It  escalated  to  the  point  where  Maxwell  took  a belt  and  began  strangling 
his  20-year-old  girlfriend.  She  fought  the  attack  for  as  long  as  20 
minutes,  he  said.  She  died  in  the  living  room  of  the  house,  and  Maxwell 
dragged  her  body  into  a furnace  room. 

Maxwell  fled  St.  Cloud  and  turned  himself  in  to  Crystal  police  days 
later,  confessing  to  two  officers  there  that  he  had  killed  Chatkana. 

Maxwell,  who  chose  to  defend  himself,  planned  all  along  to  kill  Chatkana, 
he  said.  He  wanted  to  wait  until  the  two  could  find  a residence  of  their 
own.  At  the  time  of  the  killing.  Maxwell  was  required  to  stay  at  his 
mother's  house  as  a condition  of  his  release  from  prison. 

He  told  prosecutor  Sam  Wertheimer  that  he  was  going  to  kill  Chatkana  and 
others  and  get  rid  of  their  bodies  in  a wooded  area.  He  then  was  going  to 
tell  anyone  who  asked  that  Chatkana  probably  had  run  off  with  another 
boyfriend . 

Maxwell's  plea  came  the  same  day  that  Boland  received  the  results  of 
Maxwell's  latest  mental  competency  evaluation.  Maxwell  again  was  found  to 
be  competent  and  not  suffering  from  a mental  illness. 

Boland  ordered  the  exam.  Maxwell's  third  in  the  last  22  months,  after 
Maxwell  raised  the  possibility  of  using  a not  guilty  plea  by  reason  of 
insanity  defense  at  the  trial. 

Prosecutors  consistently  have  maintained  that  any  pretrial  settlement 
must  require  Maxwell's  guilty  plea  to  first=degree  murder,  which  carries  a 


sentence  of  life  in  prison  without  parole. 

Maxwell  contacted  the  Stearns  County  Attourney's  Office  about  a plea 
agreement.  He  asked  for  specific  jail  privileges  prior  to  his  sentence  as 
a condition  of  his  guilty  plea. 

They  include: 

*Maxwell  will  get  a visit  from  his  mother  and  family.  Maxwell's  mother 
is  serving  a prison  sentence  in  Shakopee. 

*Maxwell  will  get  to  watch  three  movies,  including  "City  of  Angels"  and 
two  other  new  releases  to  be  chosen  by  jail  staff. 

*Maxwell  will  get  to  eat  $75  worth  of  non jail  food  of  his  choice. 

*Maxwell  will  get  a guitar  in  his  cell. 

*Maxwell  will  get  six  packs  of  cigarettes,  including  three  packs  of 
Marlboros  and  one  pack  each  of  Winstons,  Lucky  Strikes  and  Newports. 

"RE : Peltier  Receives  Visit  from  Renowned  Humanitarians"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Feb  2000  23:12:14  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir.net> 

Sub j : Peltier  receives  visit  from  renowned  humanitarians 
Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com' > 

(Forward  to  all  interested,  including  your  local  media- -thanks  --LPDC) 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
(February  18,  2000) 

WORLD  RENOWNED  HUMANITARIANS  MET  WITH  PELTIER  IN  PRISON 

Nobel  Peace  Prize  Laureate  and  UNESCO  Goodwill  Ambassador,  Rigoberta 
Menchu  Turn,  along  with  Amnesty  International  and  attorney  Jennifer  Harbury, 
met  with  Native  American  Leonard  Peltier  in  prison  today.  Rigoberta 
Menchu  Turn  is  a Mayan  citizen  of  Guatemala  whose  work  for  human  rights  and 
equality  for  Indigenous  peoples  has  won  her  world  acclaim  and  recognition. 
She  has  traveled  to  the  United  States  from  Guatemala  both  to  urge  US 
government  officials  to  release  Mr.  Peltier  and  to  meet  with  Mr.  Peltier 
in  person.  "Leonard  Peltier's  resistance  is  an  example  for  all  Indigenous 
Peoples,"  said  Sra.  Menchu,  "as  long  as  he  is  not  free,  none  of  us  can  be 
free. " 

Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn  told  Leonard  Peltier  that  she  would  be  including 
his  case  and  the  Pine  Ridge  "reign  of  terror"  from  which  his  case  stems, 
in  her  new  program  for  Universal  Justice.  Part  of  the  focus  of  this 
program  will  be  to  stop  those  responsible  for  human  rights  atrocities  from 
receiving  impunity.  This  relates  to  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  because  64 
traditionalists  and  American  Indian  Movement  members  were  murdered,  and 
over  300  more  were  brutalized  between  1973  and  1976.  Despite  an 
overwhelming  FBI  presence  on  the  reservation,  none  of  these  crimes  were 
ever  investigated,  and  in  fact,  evidence  points  to  the  FBI's  direct 
involvement  and  intentional  complicity  in  the  crimes.  It  was  in  this 
climate  that  the  1975  shoot  out  on  the  reservation,  which  led  to  Mr. 
Peltier's  incarceration,  occurred.  Leonard  Peltier  praised  Rigoberta 
Menchu  Turn's  efforts  stating  that,  "Racism  against  Native  peoples  is  still 
alive  and  strong.  When  our  people  are  murdered,  no  one  cares,  and  yet  when 
the  agents  were  killed,  someone  had  to  pay,  even  if  they  were  innocent. 

No  stronger  and  more  blatant  statement  can  be  made  that  justice  for  Native 
Peoples  is  not  yet  a reality  in  the  United  States  when  this  can  still 
occur.  Something  must  be  done." 

Curt  Goering,  Senior  Deputy  Executive  Director  of  Amnesty  International, 
also  attended  the  meeting.  Amnesty  International  considers  Leonard 
Peltier  to  be  a political  prisoner  who  should  be  immediately  released.  Mr. 
Goering  met  with  Mr.  Peltier  to  find  out  what  more  Amnesty  International 
could  do  to  support  his  freedom  effort.  "One  possibility  we  discussed," 
said  Goering,  "is  that  Amnesty  International  could  request  the  opportunity 
to  attend  and  testify  at  the  parole  hearing  on  Leonard's  behalf."  Leonard 
Peltier  is  long  overdue  for  parole  and  will  undergo  an  interim  parole 
review  hearing  this  May.  Mr.  Peltier  is  currently  suing  the  Parole 
Commission  for  using  discriminatory,  erroneous,  and  capricious  reasoning 


for  denying  his  release. 

February  6 marked  Mr.  Peltier's  24th  year  in  prison  for  the  murder  of 
two  FBI  agents.  When  faced  with  formerly  withheld  evidence  on  appeal 
casting  serious  doubt  on  Mr.  Peltier's  guilt,  the  prosecution  admitted 
that  they  could  not  prove  who  killed  the  agents.  The  appeal  was  denied  on 
a technicality  and  the  judge  would  later  recommend  Mr.  Peltier  be  released 
through  executive  clemency.  Despite  this,  Mr.  Peltier  remains  in  prison, 
thus  expanding  his  notoriety  as  a symbol  of  injustice  against  Indigenous 
Peoples . 

CONTACT: 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
Gina  Chiala,  co-coordinator 
785-842-5774 

Call  the  White  Flouse  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Racial  Harassment  at  Washington  State  Reformatory"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Feb  2000  13:30:39  EST 
From:  GreenQQ123@aol.com 
Sub j : ***PLEASE  HELP*** 

PLEASE  HELP 

re:  racial  prejudice  and  harassment 

Recently  I received  the  following  letter  from  a group  of  Native  American 
inmates  at  the  Monroe  Correctional  Complex  in  the  Washington  State 
Reformatory  in  Monroe  Washington.  I have  sent  copies  of  their  letter  to 
the  United  Nations,  President  Clinton,  Governor  Gary  Locke,  Hesse  Dackson 
Sr.  and  Hr.,  several  members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  as  well  as 
various  other  human  rights  organizations  in  the  states  and  overseas. 

In  addition  to  the  documented  human  rights  violations  in  their  letter, 
they  have  also  had  their  educational  programs  taken  away  by  Veronica 
Rebeiro,  the  director  of  the  Edmonds  Community  College,  in  conjunction 
with  staff  members  at  W.S.R. 

Please  note:  No  other  races  have  been  targeted! 

I am  asking  you  to  please  take  a moment  to  read  the  following  letter. 
These  atrocities  of  staff  misconduct,  prejudice,  and  harassment  against 
these  Native  American  inmates  need  immediate  attention.  Is  there 
anything  you  can  do  to  help?  Could  you  post  this,  send  this  out?  Could 
you  direct  me  to  someone  who  can? 

Whatever  help  you  can  give  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

With  sincere  thanks, 

Dianne  Howard 
Lombard,  Illinois 
Greenqql23@aol . com 

February  2000 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

This  letter  is  being  written  in  an  urgent  time  of  need  concerning  the 
Native  American  population  in  the  Washington  State  Reformatory. . .A  case  of 
racial  profiling  and  direct  targeting  of  us,  our  ways,  and  our  sacred 
belongings.  We  urge  you  to  take  a thorough  look  at  the  drastic  events 
that  have  recently  taken  place: 

December  5,  1999  C.U.S.  Luzzi,  Counselor  3.  Evans  order  guards  to  shake 
down  Native  American  cells  and  take  eagle  feathers,  sacred  pipe,  medicine 


bags,  and  disrupt  medicines.  One  man  whose  eagle  feathers  were  confiscated 
had  his  tribe  call  here.  The  next  day  he  was  scheduled  for  transfer  by  C.U 
S.  Luzzi,  Counselor  J.  Evans,  and  Sgt.  Proctor.  Later  in  the  month  we 
were  all  threatened  by  Associate  Superintendent  P.  Leeburg:  if  we  didn't 
like  their  rules  we  would  all  be  transferred. 

January  1,  2000  The  sweat  lodge  is  searched,  ransacked  by  C/0  Johnson, 
medicines  are  strewn  about  and  eagle  feathers  are  missing. 

January  7,  2000  M.S.C.  Groundskeeper  Turner  meets  us  at  the  sweat  lodge 
so  he  can  search  for  "extra"  wood.  Nine  eagle  feathers  are  missing  from 
his  searches.  We  filed  grievances  on  all  these  occurrences. 

January  21,  2000  A knife  is  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  wood  Mr.  Turner 
just  brought  in.  We  immediately  report  it. 

January  30,  2000  The  drum  keeper's  cell  is  ordered  searched  by  Sgt. 
Proctor.  The  drum  is  drug  across  the  floor,  dropped,  and  medicines  are 
strewn  about. 

February  3,  2000  Sgt.  Proctor  obtains  memo  from  Captain  Evans  to  give  up 
our  sacred  pow-wow  drum,  the  drum  used  at  drum  groups,  pow-wows,  and  sweat 
lodge,  and  to  take  it  to  the  chapel. 

February  7,  2000  Newly  appointed  Native  American/D. O.C.  Chaplain  James 
Wilbur  tells  us  we  will  keep  our  drum  at  the  chapel  from  now  on.  *We  as 
Native  Americans  have  lost  a lot  over  the  years,  and  there  is  no  reason 
to  change  anything.*  Fie  sides  with  D.O.C.  on  the  confiscation  of  feathers 
and  the  pipe  from  us  Native  Americans  here,  as  well. 

February  8,  2000  D.O.C.  Chaplain  James  Wilbur  tells  us  that  his  elders 
told  him  what  to  do  about  our  drum.  We  asked  him  who  his  elders  were,  and 
he  informed  us  that  they  were  all  dead. 

**1996**  All  Native  Americans  are  prohibited  from  doing  beadwork,  drawing 
or  any  other  form  of  traditional  belief  in  their  cells.  This  policy  is 
still  in  effect  despite  it  being  authorized  in  every  other  prison  in 
Washington  State  and  every  other  surrounding  state  as  well. 

There  is  no  reason  for  this  persecution,  prejudice,  targeting,  and 
racial  profiling. 

We  are  asking  for  a full  investigation  from  you,  and  hopefully  some 
remedy  to  the  atrocities  being  committed  here. 

**We  live  in  CONSTANT  fear  of  retribution  for  trying  to  protect  our  ways.* 

A new  Superintendent  L.  Rider  stands  behind  being  tough  on  human  rights, 
coming  from  a place  that  allowed  no  religious  expression.  Mr.  Abels 
continues  to  deny  Native  American  art  expression  in  the  cells.  C.U.S. 
Luzzi,  Counselor  J.  Evans,  and  Sgt.  Proctor  have  stopped  at  no  boundaries 
to  harass  all  of  us  and  continue  to  do  so  in  a deep  rooted  problem  of 
corruption,  misconduct,  and  vindictive  behavior. 

Due  to  the  threat  of  serious  threat,  we  refrain  from  giving  our  names. 
They  know  have  violated  the  laws  in  which  they  were  sworn  to  protect.  We 
are  asking  for  your  help. 

Signed : 

the  Native  Americans  at  the  Washington  State  Reformatory 
Monroe,  Washington  98272 


"RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Feb  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Date:  Mon,  21  Feb  2000  22:07:06  -0500 
From:  Bill  Weems  <bigbill756@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Native  Prisoner 

lanet, 

I read  Wotanging  Ikche  every  week.  My  sister  is  incarcerated  in  the  Ada 
County  lail  and  will  no  doubt  be  moved  to  the  womens  penitentary  at 
Pocatello  Idaho  come  May  to  do  a 2 to  5 year  sentence.  She  asked  me  if  I 
would  send  her  address  to  you  as  she  knows  I read  Wotanging  Ikche  and  have 
mentioned  Native  Prisoner  to  her.  We  are  of  the  Coeur  D Alene  tribe  of 
Idaho.  Her  address  at  the  jail  is: 

Kay  Weems 

C/0  Ada  County  lail 
7210  Barrister 
Boise,  ID  83704 

She  would  like  to  receive  mail  from  any  Native  men  who  would  care  to  be 
penpals.  I will  forward  her  prison  address  as  soon  as  I receive  it  next 
May/lune.  Thank  you  so  much!  It  can  be  lonely  inside  with  out  contact  from 
penpals  to  ease  the  time. 

A loyal  reader . . . 

Bill  Weems 

Coeur  D Alene  Tribe  of  Idaho 
bigbill756@rmci . net 
424  w cherry  lane  #137 
Meridian,  ID  83642 
208-888-5241 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  


Date:  Sun,  13  Feb  2000  21:12:22  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Sub j : Flistory:  Carlisle  Indian  School  - January  1900  RED  MAN 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STJOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

Hello,  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients.... 

I'm  unable  to  transcribe  the  next  INDIAN  HELPER  in  sequence,  as  the  Feb 
9th  issue  is  not  available. 

Here's  an  article  from  the  January  1900  issue  of  THE  RED  MAN  in  it's 
place.  -Barb  Landis,  Carlisle  PA. 


THE  RED  MAN  - JANUARY  1900 
XV: 10,  P.  8 

FOOTBALL  AS  AN  INDIAN  EDUCATOR 


What  has  made  the  Carlisle  football  team  strong  and  famous?  The 
answer  is  by  playing  strong  and  superior  teams,  and  by  being  gentlemen. 
Carlisle  boys  would  not  even  to  doomsday  have  made  the  record  they  have, 
had  they  practiced  among  themselves  exclusively  or  on  a reservation. 

The  necessary  experience  must  come  from  without  from  contact  with  the 
strongest  teams.  That  this  is  so  is  self-evident.  The  result  speaks 
for  itself.  Instead  of  the  Indian  being  endowed  with  qualifications  of 
a savage  nature  that  were  particularly  adapted  to  football,  and  that 
football  is  in  itself  a brutal  game  is  absurd.  The  contrary  has  been 
proved  by  the  record  of  the  football  team  and  is  attested  by  every 
opponent  Carlisle  has  had.  All  teams  the  Indian  have  contested  with  have 
with  one  accord  and  without  exception  pronounced  them  gentlemen,  and 
have  praised  their  clean,  manly  playing. 

Truly  we  are  aln  "all-American"  team. 

We  have  come  to  the  Pacific  Coast  not  to  exhibit  our  so-called 
savagery  nor  to  show  the  so-called  physical  powers  of  the  Indian,  but 
for  a nobler  and  higher  purpose,  to  demonstrate  what  education  means  to 
the  Indians  when  given  under  the  same  conditions  and  with  the  same 
environment  enjoyed  by  the  white  boy. 

In  every  contest  there  throbs  in  every  heart  a grand  and  noble  motive 
- in  every  eye  there  glows  a resolution  - every  nerve  is  strained  to  the 
highest  with  a determination  to  contradict  misconceptions  of  centuries 
and  to  prove  their  worth  to  an  end  different  from  that  generally 
accorded  them  - to  prove  themselves  worthy  of  becoming  true  and  noble 
citizens  - though  it  must  be  done  by  the  use  of  the  pigskin. 

I can  say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  the  Carlisle  football 
team  has  done  more  to  bring  the  possibilities  of  the  Indian  into  public 
notice  than  have  all  other  efforts  combined. 

The  Carlisle  Indian  School,  with  Major  R.H.  Pratt  as  its 
superintendent,  has  had  to  overcome  many  more  obstacles  than  a football 
team  to  awaken  in  the  Government  and  people  recognition  of  the  Indians' 
rightful  position  in  our  body  politic.  The  use  of  various  methods  for 
four  hundred  years  to  bring  the  Indian  into  civilization  has  been  a 
failure.  Today  he  is  worse  off  than  his  forefathers  ever  were.  On  a 
reservation  he  is  a pauper,  beggar,  idler  and  gambler.  And  why? 

Because  you  have  constantly  thrown  him  back  upon  himself,  hiding  him  in 
the  darkness  of  his  ignorance  and  superstition,  and  because  you  have 
sent  in  more  vice  than  virtue  and  have  taken  out  more  virtue  than  vice. 

Do  you  ask  how  I would  remedy  the  present  condition?  My  answer  is  do 
with  them  as  the  Carlisle  football  team  has  done.  Let  them  out  of  the 
poisonous  tank  of  your  present  reservation  system  and  allow  them  to 
compete  with  stronger  and  better  influences  of  your  enlightened 
civilization.  Reservation  education  away  from  civilization  is  too  long 
a method.  The  Indian  goes  backward  or  dies  in  his  ignorance  and 


superstition.  The  hope  of  the  rising  generation  of  my  people  lies  in 
your  public  schools.  I wish  that  I could  collect  all  the  Indian 
children,  load  them  in  ships  in  your  city,  circle  them  around  Cape  Horn, 
pass  them  through  Castle  Garden,  put  them  under  the  same  individual  care 
that  the  children  of  emigrants  have  in  your  public  schools,  and  when 
they  are  matured  and  moderately  educated,  let  them  do  what  other  men  and 
women  do  - take  care  of  themselves.  This  would  solve  the  Indian 
question,  would  rescue  a splendid  race  from  vice,  disease,  pauperism  and 
death.  The  benefit  would  not  be  all  for  the  Indian.  There  is  something 
in  his  character  which  the  interloping  white  man  can  always  assmiliate 
with  profit. 

CARLOS  MONTEZUMA,  M.D. 
in  San  Fransisco  Examiner. 

"RE : The  Wingate  Valley  Boys  & Show  Low"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Sep  1999  00:45:30  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : The  Wingate  Valley  Boys  & Show  Low 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

There  was  supposed  to  be  a dance  there  somewhere  in  Show  Low  and 
somehow  we  heard  about  it.  The  Wingate  Valley  Boys  were  going  to  be 
there.  Those  Navajo  cowboys  who  had  learned  to  play  the  guitar  and  sing 
a few  tunes.  In  our  out  of  the  way  place,  a dance  is  something  you  look 
forward  to.  Someone  had  said  something  about  it,  not  really  sure  where 
it  came  from. 

We  talked  about  it  and  so  we  said  we  would  go  and  so  we  started  to 
figure  out  how  to  get  there.  There  was  Henry,  his  dad  had  an  old  64' 
Pontiac,  a four  door.  It  was  gray.  We  went  to  see  him  and  he  stood 
there  for  a while  and  said  I think  he  will  let  us  go  if  we  chop  wood 
for  him.  So  this  is  how  we  did  it,  we  went  up  on  the  mountain  and  cut 
some  old  trees,  the  wood  dry  and  ready  for  firewood.  When  there  are 
four  boys  to  cut,  chop  and  haul  the  wood,  it  can  all  be  done  in  a few 
hours  and  so  it  was  done.  Old  man  Bainbridge  looked  at  us  standing 
there  behind  his  son  weighing  the  request  and  looking  at  the  wood 
sitting  not  too  far  off.  He  eyed  us  closely.  Four  Indian  boys  in 
wranglers  with  cowboy  boots  with  dogger  heels  and  a little  worn  from 
work.  It  is  ok  with  me  he  said  and  so  we  were  going  to  go  and  that  was 
all  there  was  to  it. 

Old  trader  Stock  at  the  trading  post  gave  us  gas  on  credit,  which  was  a 
miracle  in  itself  since  he  didn't  give  out  anything.  He  must  have 
thought  we  needed  to  go  somewhere  I am  not  sure,  but  we  got  a tankful 
and  headed  out.  We  had  to  go  over  the  mountain  back  to  the  West  and 
down  the  other  side,  taking  dirt  roads.  There  were  eight  of  us  going, 
somehow  we  fit  inside  that  old  car  and  headed  out.  The  radio  was  AM  and 
we  listened  to  country  music  from  Farmington.  There  were  eight,  five 
guys  and  three  girls,  all  from  around  here.  We  were  young,  dressed  in 
wranglers,  western  shirts,  a few  Tony  Llamas  and  there  was  Dan  Post 
there  too.  The  girls  had  their  hair  all  piled  up  on  top  and  you  could 
have  hid  a beehive  in  there  if  you  wanted  to.  They  called  it  ratting 
your  hair  and  I guess  you  could  call  it  a rat's  nest  sort  of,  not 
really  but  that  was  how  they  did  their  hair  then.  The  makeup  was  sort 
of  painted  on,  they  put  it  on  the  best  they  could  but  somehow  it  looked 
like  they  made  their  eyes  black  and  blue,  they  really  looked  like  China 
girls.  We  were  all  crammed  into  that  car  and  headed  out.  We  went  over 
the  mountain  slowly,  crossing  the  big  rocks  with  car  so  we  wouldn't 
mess  up  the  gas  tank. 

We  drove  down  through  Navajo,  got  out  and  stretched  at  the  new 
Thriftway  gas  station  there  by  Red  Lake,  got  a quart  of  oil,  cuz  that 
old  car  Henry's  Dad  got  from  Black  Hat  Auto  Sales  just  really  burned  up 
the  oil.  The  blue  smoke  the  car  gave  off  followed  us  all  the  way,  we 
could  not  lose  it  and  so  we  went  on. 

When  we  got  to  Window  Rock  we  stopped  by  the  council  chambers  to  look 


around  a little  for  the  heck  of  it.  Behind  the  council  chambers  and 
tribal  office  there  were  these  red  sandstone  rocks  and  there  were 
handholds  and  a cable  to  hang  on  to  and  so  we  crawled  up  there  and  took 
a look  around.  No  one  seemed  to  mine,  so  we  did  that  and  watched  the 
goings  on  of  our  government.  There  wasn't  much  happening  so  we  headed 
out.  The  dance  was  still  miles  away  and  we  had  to  go.  Some  of  the  folks 
looked  at  us,  I heard  someone  say,  look  at  those  drug  store  cowboys.  I 
thought  how  curious  because  there  were  no  drug  stores  where  we  came 
from. 

There  was  a girl  walking  on  the  road  by  Two  Story  Trading  Post  and 
Henry  stopped  and  asked  her,  Haago?  (where  are  you  going?)  She  looked 
at  us  and  said  Ganado,  pointing  that  way  with  her  lips  and  so  she  got 
in  somehow  and  sat  in  back,  everyone  was  sitting  all  bunched  up,  but  it 
was  ok.  The  windows  were  open  and  the  air  was  cool  with  the  breeze.  The 
girls'  hair  was  messed  up  by  the  wind  but  we  all  rode  that  way  with  the 
wind  blowing  in  our  hair.  Ganado  girl  said  she  had  come  from  Gallup  and 
was  going  home.  She  asked  if  she  could  come.  She  seemed  ok,  but  Rowena 
was  a little  jealous  because  she  thought  Henry  might  end  up  in  Ganado 
and  not  with  her.  She  did  not  say  anything  but  the  look  on  her  face 
said  it  all.  We  stopped  at  her  place  not  too  far  from  the  hospital 
there  and  she  went  in  and  came  out  with  her  boots  and  western  shirt  on 
and  got  in. 

We  headed  west  and  got  to  Burnside  and  turned  South  and  went  on  the 
Steamboat  and  saw  a squaw  dance  going  on  and  dropped  by  since  we  had 
cousins  there  and  found  them  parked  not  too  far  off.  They  said  the 
horsemen  bringing  the  yarn  had  not  yet  arrived  from  the  First  Night 
site  and  everyone  was  waiting  for  them  to  get  there.  In  the  distance  we 
could  see  dust  from  the  horses  as  they  rode  over  the  hill  and  watched 
as  the  families  met  and  the  Second  Night  was  to  get  going.  We  walked 
around  and  got  a chance  to  eat  some  ribs  and  stew.  The  family  there, 
the  wife  of  a Navajo  cop  who  the  sing  was  for  was  friendly  to  us  and 
told  us  to  stay,  but  we  had  to  leave  and  so  we  went. 

We  got  on  to  Bitahochee  Trading  Post,  the  one  that  sits  by  the  junction 
and  got  some  pop  and  took  off.  When  we  got  to  Holbrook  we  could  see  the 
city  police  give  us  a slow  drive  by  looking  at  us  all  looking  at  him. 

We  could  see  it  coming  and  he  pulled  us  over.  One  of  the  girls  was  on 
the  Mormon  Placement  Program  and  said  she  would  talk  to  him.  She  told 
him  we  were  all  Mormons  and  going  to  a youth  gathering  in  Showlow  and 
so  he  just  smiled  and  let  us  go.  She  told  us  all  the  people  around 
there  were  Mormons  and  so  we  took  off  again. 

We  went  to  the  dance  and  saw  the  Wingate  Valley  Boys,  the  floor  was 
crowded  and  we  danced  elbow  to  elbow.  There  were  some  Apaches  there 
from  White  Mountain,  it  was  good  to  hear  them  talk  because  their  voices 
sounded  like  ours  but  in  their  language  it  sounded  like  they  were 
singing  to  us  Navajos,  but  it  was  nice  to  hear.  We  danced  all  night 
headed  back  in  the  morning.  There  was  a flat  tire  and  we  stayed  at  the 
Third  Night  Sing  not  too  far  from  Cornfields,  and  I met  this  one  girl 
from  leddito  but  that  is  a different  story.  The  dance  was  pretty  good 
alright  and  we  got  back  home  and  waited  for  the  next  dance  to  come 
along.  What,  I hear  that  Buck  Owens  is  going  to  be  in  Flagstaff 
sometime  soon  and  maybe  we  could  go 

"RE : Poem:  Together  In  This  Hoop"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Feb  2000  18:43:10  -0500 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Sub j : Together  In  This  Hoop 

Together  In  This  Hoop 

To  stand  with  one  another  through  the  hardest  times 
to  hold  the  hand  that  has  none  and  feels  so  all  alone 
to  take  the  upturned  face  and  kiss  it  once  for  me 
these  are  the  things  the  Grandfathers  always  ask  of  me 


To  hold  the  Hearts  of  those  who  cry  and  spend  their  days  alone 
to  bring  the  Old  Ones  in  when  the  weather  is  so  cold 
to  help  the  little  children  find  the  long  way  home 
these  are  the  things  they  ask  of  me  when  I am  all  alone 

To  see  through  all  the  words  the  center  of  each  Heart 
to  find  the  place  where  Peace  and  Hoy  can  finally  find  a start 
to  turn  away  from  anger  from  hatred  and  from  lies 
to  turn  instead  to  Hearts  when  silently  they  cry 

If  we  are  all  to  make  it  to  the  place  upon  the  hill 

where  Ancestors  and  Old  One  speak  the  words  of  old  so  still 

if  we  are  all  to  learn  the  songs  they  saved  for  us  of  old 

then  each  and  every  hand  here  is  what  we  need  to  hold 

No  one  must  feel  left  out  no  one  to  feel  alone 

for  only  in  the  Circle  is  there  hope  of  going  home 

so  when  you  sense  a tear  in  your  Brother/Sister ' s eye 

grab  them  in  you  arms  and  hold  them  support  them  while  they  cry 

For  every  time  we  turn  away  and  every  time  we  leave 
another  of  the  Old  Ones  sheds  another  tear 
and  these  we  can  not  make  up  if  we  had  a thousand  years 
only  in  coming  together  can  we  dry  their  tender  tears 

So  look  around  this  Circle  this  Hoop  that  we  call  home 

and  bring  in  all  the  others  who  need  not  to  be  alone 

in  holding  tight  the  Circle  the  Hoop  they  all  died  for 

we  show  the  Grandfathers  and  Mothers  that  we  are  still  as  strong. 

I send  up  Smoke  and  Prayers  all  the  whole  day  long 
I listen  on  the  Wind  for  lost  and  lonely  songs 
I look  into  the  Heart  of  you  and  see  there  still  a flame 
that  we  can  come  together  here  in  all  Grandfathers  names 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

<><><><> 

"A  Nation  is  not  conquered  until  the  hearts  of  its  women  are  on  the 
ground. Then  it  is  done,  no  matter  how  brave  its  warriors  or  how  strong  its 
weapons . " 

<><><><> 

Support  the  Oyate 

http: //members .tripod. com/Gras sRootsOyate/ 

<><><><> 

Dust  two  clicks  feeds  the  worlds  children  every  day.... how  can  you  not? 
http: //www. thehunger site . com/ 

<><><><> 

Vanishing  Prayer ....  see  the  video  then  help  the  Dineh  Do  what  YOUR  Heart 
tells  you  to  http://www.freespeech.org/senaa/ 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Feb  2000  06:24:44  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  27-March  4 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

27 

I return  to  the  earth  to  find  the  place  of  my  beginnings. 

28 


Within  me  lie  the  wellsprings  of  my  own  renewal. 

29 

My  heart  sees  what  the  eye  cannot. 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

March  was  the  season  when  the  malolo,  the  flying  fish, 
swarmed  in  the  ocean. 

1 

Everywhere  I look,  I see  beauty. 

2 

Listen  if  you  would  hear  the  music  of  the  land. 

3 

Imitate  nature  in  your  art. 

4 

Give  two  blessings  for  every  one  you  receive. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  19  February  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  01:39:07  -0500 
From:  Unit  4 <UnitIV@SPUTUM.com> 

Sub j : Radford  University  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

The  Native  American  Fleritage  Association  (NAFIA)  of  Radford  University 
presents  in  13th  Annual  NAHA  Pow  Wow,  March  31  and  April  1,  2000. 

FREE  ADMISSION:  INDOOR  EVENT 

This  year's  theme:  Honoring  the  Elders 

MC:  John  Blackfeather  Jefferies 

Arena  Director:  Garland  Humble  Bear  Lesson 

Drums:  Star  Wheel  (northern).  Red  Heart  (southern) 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Ernie  Carlson  (Begay) 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Jane  Richardson 

Special  Guest:  Lowery  Begay;  hoop  dancing  and  flute  music 

Special  Events:  Gourd  Dance  and  Snake  Dance 

Other  drums  and  singers  welcome,  as  are  all  dancers. 

Food  by  Oxendine  Catering 

20+  Vendors  (sorry,  no  more  vendor  space  available) 

Special  events  and  vendor  activities  for  kids. 

Give-aways,  blanket  dances  and  raffles. 

The  Vevita  Color  Guard  of  Washington  DC  will  be  presenting  the  colors 
and  honoring  their  fallen  founder  and  fellow  warrior  Norman  Drywater. 
Location:  Dedmon  Athletic  Center,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
4 miles  north  of  1-81  from  exit  109,  follow  signs  in  town. 

Doors  open  from  6 to  11  PM  Friday  March  31,  and  9 AM  to  10  PM 
Saturday  April  1. 

For  more  info:  naha-clb@runet.edu  or  call  540-381-8538 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  15:38:19  GMT 
From:  "Marian  Powell"  <wyanot@hotmail . com> 
Sub j : Late  Winter/Early  Spring  Pow  Wow's 


Buffalo  Hearts'  planned  events: 


March  3-5 
Murfreesboro,  TN 

No  more  information  at  this  time. 

April  28-30 

Guntersville,  AL 

United  Cherokee  Intertribal 

(Christina  is  the  outgoing  princess) 


Date:  Wed,  16  Feb  2000  14:15:25  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : upcoming  events 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  Millennium  Concerts 

Fundraising  Brunch  for  the  Minnesota  Coalition  for  Battered  Women 

Sunday  , March  12,  2000 

10am  - 1pm  Martin  Luther  King  Center 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Brunch  $25.00/  Brunch  and  Concert  $55  - $75 
Hosted  by  the  Mississippi  Market  and  Screamin  0's 

Reserve  early  for  the  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  Concerts: 

Saturday  , March  11  at  8:00pm 
Sunday  , March  12  at  3:oopm 
AVA  Special  Events 

§ 612  673-9230  for  more  information 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Ain  Dah  Yung  Center  (our  home) 

2nd  Annual  Cherish  the  Children  Traditional  Pow  Wow  February  2000 
Saturday  - February  19  Grand  Entries  § 1pm  and  7pm 
Sunday  - February  20  Grand  Entry  at  1pm 

Location:  Central  High  School  Marshall  & Lexington  Avenues 
Saint  Paul 

DONATIONS  of  $2.00  welcomed  at  the  door. 

Honor  the  youth. 


Date:  Mon,  24  Ian  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans. 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 


Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Sat,  12  Feb  2000  20:34:16  -0800 

From:  BMSDN@aol.com  (by  way  of  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com>) 
Sub j : [BIGMTLIST]  Wounded  Knee/BM/Uwa/etc . Gathering 

Remember  Wounded  Knee 
1890-1973 

Speaker:  Floyd  Red  Crow  Westermann,  Lakota 
(waiting  for  confirmation) 

In  1890  federal  troops  massacred  300  unarmed  Indians  at  Wounded  Knee, 

South  Dakota.  In  1973  the  government  again  mustered  its  forces  against  the 
Indian  people  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  who  had  gathered  at  Wounded 
Knee  to  protest  the  continuing  injustices  to  their  people  and  the 
government'  violation  of  their  treaty  rights  under  the  1868  Treaty. 

Food/Resistance  Songs/Drum  Group 

Music:  Carlos  Reynosa*Aztlan  Underground  (wfc) 

Speakers  to  Discuss  current  issues: 

* [unreadable]  Nation,  Columbia 

*Big  Mountain,  Dineh  Nation  - Lenora  Hatathlie 

^Indian  Mascots,  Becky  Sanchez 

*EZLN  Chiapas,  Mexico 

*Pascua  Yaqui  Nation  - (wfc) 

*Free  Leonard  Peltier 

Friday,  March  3,  2000 

Place:  The  Unitarian  Church  of  Orange  County 
511  S.  Harbor  Blvd. 

Anaheim,  CA 

(Corner  of  Harbor/Santa  Ana  Blvd.) 

Time:  6:30pm.  - 11:00pm. 

This  is  a FREE  event 

Directions  from  LA:  Take  5 south  exit  on  Harbor  going  Northbound.  Before 
Lincoln  and  it  is  on  the  left  hand  side. 

For  more  information:  BMSDN@aol.com  (714)  539-2266 

*****(wfc)  Waiting  for  Confirmation 

Sponsored  by:  Bela-ish-cla-ee  ( Indigenous  Peoples  support  for  Sovereign 
Dineh  Nation)  & So.  CA  American  Indian  Movement 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  09  Ian  2000  00:31:03  -0800 


From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub  j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 


To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Af ricans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 


Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 
http : //www. dartmouth . edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Fleather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Afro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Jo  Anne  Steele;  MC:  JoJo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7009.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

JULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 


****ALL  DANCERS  WELCOME**** 


CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  3UCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


From:  Montana's  Travel  Guide 
March 

1999  MSU-Billings  Annual  Inter-Tribal  PowWow 
3/19/99-3/20/99 
Billings,  Montana 
406-657-2561 
April 

Indian  Powwow-  MSU  Indian  Club 
4/2/99-4/3/99 
Bozeman,  Montana 
406-782-0461 

May 

Buffalo  Feast  & Powwow 

5/14/99-5/16/99 

St.  Ignatius,  MT 


406-745-2951 
Flathead  Reservation 

Great  Falls  Powwow 
5/28/99 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
406-761-3165 
Dune 

Red  Bottom  Celebration 

6/17/99-6/20/99 

Frazer,  Montana 

406-768-5557 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Badlands  Celebration 

6/25/99-6/27/99 

Brockton,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Little  Bighorn  Days 
6/23/99-6/28/99 
Hardin,  Montana 
406-665-1672 
Crow  Reservation 

101st  Annual  Arlee  Celebration 
6/30/99-7/4/99 
Arlee,  Montana 
406-745-4984 
Flathead  Reservation 
Duly 

Valley  of  the  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and  Rodeo 

7/1/99-7/5/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  River  Days 

7/3/99-7/5/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-448-2570 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

North  American  Indian  Days 
7/8/99-7/11/99 

Blackfeet  Tribal  Fairgrounds 
Browning,  Montana 
406-338-7179 
Blackfeet  Reservation 

Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow 
7/16/99-7/18/99 
Elmo,  Montana 
406-675-0160 
Flathead  Reservation 

Milk  River  Indian  Days 

7/22/99-7/25/99 

Fort  Belknap,  Montana 

406-353-2901 

Fort  Belknap  Reservation 

Bitterroot  Valley  Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 
7/23/99-7/25/99 


Hamilton,  Montana 
406-961-4705 
Flathead  Reservation 

Standing  Bear  Celebration 
7/24/99-7/26/99 
Poplar,  Montana 
406-768-3506 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
August 

Rocky  Boy's  Annual  Pow  Wow 
8/6/99-8/8/99 

Rocky  Boy's  Agency,  Montana 

406-265-4282 

Rocky  Boy's  Reservation 

Wadopana  Celebration 

8/6/99-8/8/99 

Wolf  Point,  Montana 

406-768-5131 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

121st  Commemoration  of  the  Big  Hole 
8/9/99 

Wisdom,  Montana 
406-689-3155 

Crow  Fair  Powwow  & Rodeo 

8/20/99-8/22/99 

Crow  Agency,  Montana 

406-638-2601 

Crow  Reservation 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration 
8/26/99-8/29/99 
Fort  Kipp,  Montana 
406-768-5155 
Fort  Peck  Reservation 
September 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Day  of  Honor 
9/4/99 

Pryor,  Montana 
406-252-1289 
Crow  Reservation 

Poplar  Indian  Days 

9/4/99-9/6/99 

Poplar,  Montana 

406-768-5155 

Fort  Peck  Reservation 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield  Pipe  Ceremony 
9/13/99 

Laurel,  Montana 
406-628-8105 

North  American  Indian  Alliance  Pow  Wow 

9/17/99-9/18/99 

Butte,  Montana 

406-782-0461 

Native  American  Awareness  Week 

9/20/99-9/24/99 

Pablo,  Montana 

406-675-0160 


Flathead  Reservation 


Last  Chance  Community  Pow-Wow 
9/24/99-9/26/99 
Helena,  Montana 
406-442-9267 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Tue,  11  Dan  2000  22:27:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Winter  2000  Pow  Wow  list 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 
>Southeast< 

Note  I:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have 
their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify 
dates ! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well.  In 
addition:  Due  to  a lack  of  time,  and  difficulty  involved  in  maintaining  such 
a broad-based  list,  I will  no  longer  actively  seek  to  obtain  listings  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  I will  occasionally 
continue  to  list  events  from  these  states  (and  others)  when  convenience 
allows . 

ru  ru  y ~ y 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 


Now,  through  May:  Cotton  Blossom  Classroom  Cruises,  on  the  Cotton  Blossom 
Riverboat,  departing  from  the  docks  at  the  Mobile  Convention  Center,  Mobile. 
One  hour  and  one  & 1/2  hour  educational  cruises,  featuring  lectures  on 
ecology,  archaeology  and  history.  Hours  TBA.  Admission  charged.  Contact: 

Terri  Gresham  (334)  438-3060. 

Now,  through  Dune  26:  High  Stakes  Indian  Bingo,  at  the  Creek  Bingo  Palace  on 
the  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Reservation,  Atmore.  Each  Saturday  & Sunday  at 
1:00pm,  and  Mondays  at  5:00pm.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (800)  826-9121. 

Note:  For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau  of 
Tourism  and  Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA,  or  visit  online  at  www.touralabama.org.  For  pow  wow  listings 
and  information  on  Alabama's  state-recognized  Indian  tribes,  contact:  Alabama 
Indian  Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104 
or  call  (334)  242-2831. 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 

Feb.  25-27:  Vero  Beach  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Indian  River  County  Fairgrounds, 
58th  Ave.,  near  Kiwanis-Hobart  Park,  Vero  Beach.  Info:  (561)  778-8128  or 
(561)  567-1995  after  6pm. 


GEORGIA 

No  current  listings. 


KENTUCKY 

No  current  listings. 


LOUISIANA 

Mar.  10-12:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Bogalusa  Sports  Complex, 
Avenue  B,  Bogalusa.  Hosted  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society.  HM: 
Spirit  Horse;  HL:  Frances  Dohnson;  H.  Little  Boy:  Trent  Dardar;  H.  Little 
Girl:  Paige  Chaisson;  HD:  Caney  Creek  Singers.  All  drums,  dancers,  staffs  & 
princesses  welcome.  Info:  Michelle  (504)  732-3484/fax:  735-8744  or  Frances 
(225)  675-6184,  or  e-mail:  okanowa@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Dohnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Mar.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 
Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Defferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion, 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 


Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  lames  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TENNESSEE 
No  current  listings. 


VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Iordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7009,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


TEXAS 

Mar.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


VIRGINIA 

No  current  listings. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


ELSEWHERE 


Man.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 

Note:  updates  will  be  posted  as  more  information  becomes  available.  Spring 
listings  (for  March-April-May)  have  already  been  released,  and  are  being 
updated  with  new  information  as  it  becomes  available.  Updates  of  some  of  the 
Florida  events  in  this  issue  were  courtesy  of  limmy  Boy  Dial.  Wado,  oginali. 

Note  II:  after  lanuary  27th,  I may  not  be  reached  at  wanige@aol.com;  so  send 
further  correspondence  to  me  at  sablesage@webtv.net.  Thanks. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  lanet  Smith, 

Susan  Bates,  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  via  Pam,  Martha  E Ture,  Charles  Petras, 
Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  lohn  Berry,  Cyn/Omoya,  Pat  Morris,  Larry  Innes, 

Thomas  Taaffe,  lohn  Wm  Sloniker,  lose  Barreiro/Native  Americas  lournal, 

Rob  Callahan,  Evening  Rain  Calling  Crow,  Leonard  Pelyier  Defense  Committee, 
Dianne  Howard,  Dreamwalker,  lohnny  Rustywire,  Debra  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:44:07  2000 
Date:  Tue,  29  Feb  2000  18:43:11  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.010 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz,  NatFilm,  Paths-L,  Triballaw, 
LPDC,  Minn-Ind  & Big  Mountain  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
UUCP  email;  http://www.nowtimeprophecies.com/prod04.htm 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"The  white  man  does  not  understand  the  Indian  for  the  reason  that  he  does 
not  understand  America.  Fie  is  too  far  removed...  The  roots  of  the  tree 
of  his  life  have  not  yet  grasped  the  rock  and  soil.  The  white  man  is 
still  troubled  with  primitive  fears;  he  still  has  in  his  consciousness 
the  perils  of  this  frontier  continent,  some  of  its  vastness  not  yet 
having  yielded  to  his  questioning  footsteps  and  inquiring  eyes....  The 
man  from  Europe  is  still  a foreigner  and  an  alien.  And  he  still  hates 
the  man  who  questioned  his  path  across  the  continent.  But  the  Indian 
spirit  of  the  land  is  still  vested;  it  will  be  until  other  men  are  able 
to  divine  and  meet  its  rhythm.  Men  must  be  born  and  reborn  to  belong. 
Their  bodies  must  be  formed  of  the  dust  of  their  forefathers'  bones. 

Standing  Bear,  Oglala 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  past  week  A & E,  the  cable  network  broadcast,  featured  on  their  "Bill 
Kurtis:  An  Investigative  Report"  a surprisingly  well  balanced  special  on  the 
Yellowstone  Buffalo.  It  included  several  spots  with  Mike  Mease  of  Buffalo 
Field  Campaign  and  Lakota  Elders  Joseph  Chasing  Horse,  Rosalie  Little 
Thunder  and  Gary  Silk  and  Winona  LaDuke. 

What  is  important  to  you  is  that  the  show  has  a discussion  on  the  web 
asking  for  public  comment  on  what  should  be  done  with  the  Yellowstone 
Buffalo.  The  Montana  ranchers  and  Department  of  Livestock  public  relations 
folks  are  actively  pushing  their  agenda.  Do  NOT  let  theirs  be  the  only 
voices  heard.  To  view  the  discussion,  go  to  www.aande.com,  and  select 
"discussions."  From  that  menu,  select  the  Bill  Kurtis  section.  From  there, 
you  will  see  a list  of  Kurtis' s specials.  Select  the  "Should  Montana  be 
allowed  to  kill  Yellowstone  buffalo"  section.  You  can  then  read  posts  from 
the  discussion,  however  you  will  *not*  be  able  to  reply.  You  have 
to  register  and  log  in  (two  separate  procedures)  in  order  to  reply. 

Simply  follow  the  prompts  and  make  your  comments.  The  procedure  can 
be  a bit  frustrating.  Dust  remember  your  comments  may  make  the  difference 
for  the  Buffalo  Nation.  Please  keep  to  the  topic  and  keep  it  polite.  Make 
your  time  and  your  words  count. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

- Tribal  Chairman  - Hopi  Letter  to  UN 

Found  Dead  in  Winnemucca  - Trail  of  Dreams 

- Indian  Sovereignty  - Pressure  Mounts  for  RCMP  Inquiry 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 


- New  Lands  Radiation 

- U'Wa  in  Colombia 

- Pine  Ridge  Occupation 
Press  Release 

- Yankton  Sioux  Update 

- Sioux  End  Takeover 

- Leech  Lake  Candidate 
Seeks  More  Control  of  Land 

- Native  Indians  and  Land  Ownership 

- University  Revokes 
Religious  Freedom  for  Indians 

- Blackfeet  Seek 

Special  Tribal  Border-Crossing 


- Supreme  Court  Lets 

Child  Custody  Ruling  Stand 

- Saskatchewan  Natives 
Demand  Public  Inquiry 

- Reminder:  Anna  Mae  is  Found... Dead 

- Peltier  Awareness  Tour 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Flundred  Years  Ago 

- Faked  Native  American  2 

- Poem:  Elders  Prayer 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Tribal  Chairman  Found  Dead  in  Winnemucca" 


Date:  Sat,  26  Feb  2000  11:22:47  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub  j : Tribal  Chairman  found  dead  in  Winnemucca 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

February  25,  2000 

Tribal  Chairman  found  dead  in  Winnemucca 

WINNEMUCCA,  Nev.  (AP)  - A multi-agency  law  enforcement  task  force  is 
investigating  the  death  of  the  chairman  of  the  Winnemucca  Indian  Colony. 

The  body  of  Glenn  E.  Wasson,  76,  was  found  early  Wednesday  near  the  front 
entrance  of  the  tribal  building  here. 

Authorities  have  not  released  details,  though  they  are  treating  it  as  a 
homicide . 

A task  force  that  includes  officers  from  the  FBI,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  Nevada  Division  of  Investigation  is  handling  the  probe. 

"I  am  somehow  less  interested  in  the  weight  and  convolutions  of 
Einstein's  brain  than  in  the  near  certainty  that  people  of  equal 
talent  have  lived  and  died  in  cotton  fields  and  sweatshops." 

>--  Stephen  lay  Gould 

"RE : Indian  Sovereignty"  

Date:  Sat,  26  Feb  2000  07:00:13  PST 

From:  "Windy  One"  <windthruherhair@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [Editorial:  Indian  Sovereignty--a  Must  read!] 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

Forwarded  to  me cleaned  up  and  forwarded  to  you. 

Donna 


Now  and  then  comes  a breath  of  fresh  air.  This  made  my  day.  Not  all 
editors  have  their  heads  buried  you  know  where.  (Along  with  state 
governors.)  I emailed  this  to  area  editors  (Tahlequah  & Muskogee)  w/  a 
request  to  reprint.  Maybe  those  of  you  in  my  area  will  request  the  same  of 
them? 

Everyone  else  can  do  the  same  in  your  towns  and  cities. 
loKay  Dowell 
jkdowell@fullnet . net 

Original  Message  

Subject:  Editorial  on  Tribal  Sovereignty  - 
Seattle  Times 

Opinion/Editorials  : Sunday,  May  23,  1999 

Why  sovereignty  is  winning,  from  Neah  Bay  to  the  Supreme  Court 
by  Paul  VanDevelder  Special  to  The  Seattle  Times 

CORVALLIS,  Ore.  - The  storm  of  public  bitterness  that  has  animated 
both  the  Makah  whale  hunt  and  a pair  of  recent  U.S.  Supreme  Court 


decisions  issued  from  Indian  country  dramatically  illustrates  how  few 
facts  of  American  life  haul  more  deeply  contentious  freight  than 
Native-American  sovereignty.  What  is  Indian  sovereignty?  Who  dreamed  it  up? 
And  why  are  the  tribes  winning  all  these  cases? 

We  will  do  well  to  study  these  questions,  these  laws  and  legal 
relationships . 

There  is  a perception  afoot  in  the  land  that  we  are  a nation  defined  by 
competing  political  agendas.  In  fact,  politics  is  just  so  much  weather.  It 
comes  and  it  goes  and  it  comes  and  it  goes.  We  are  instead,  and  thankfully 
so,  a nation  of  laws. 

The  courts  control  the  helm  of  the  ship  of  state.  Courts  steer  us  toward 
reckonings  with  the  shoals  of  public  opinion  that  few  politicians  have  the 
courage  or  the  vision  to  articulate;  i.e.,  civil  rights,  reproductive 
freedom,  sovereignty.  They  are  at  peace  with  the  idea  that  the  crossing  is 
worth  the  storm. 

As  U.S.  congressmen  and  congresswomen  learned  in  a workshop  on  Indian  law 
last  summer,  Native-American  sovereignty  is  about  to  get  very,  very 
expensive. 

The  550  federally  recognized  tribes  own  the  last  great  deposits  of 
natural  resources  on  the  North  American  continent. 

Among  the  looming  legal  battles  - as  huge  as  they  are  inevitable  - are 
resource  allocation,  water,  timber,  salmon,  land,  gold,  copper,  zinc,  oil 
and  gas,  uranium,  coal,  and  aquatic  management  on  the  Columbia,  Colorado, 
Missouri  rivers  and  the  disposition  of  the  Snake  River  dams,  as  well  as 
water  quality,  fish  harvest  and  heavy  metal  poisoning  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

The  nation's  governors,  whipped  into  a frenzy  by  Wisconsin  Gov. 

Tommy  Thompson  ("These  Indian  environmental  standards  are  going  to  sweep 
across  the  nation.  They  must  be  stopped!"  ) recently  petitioned  Congress  to 
roll  back  Native  environmental  standards  and  to  declare  state  supremacy  in 
matters  concerning  natural  resources. 

The  gubernatorial  petition  demonstrated  an  appalling  ignorance  of  both 
federal  and  Indian  law  on  the  part  of  governors.  Congress  turned  its  head 
from  the  foul  odor  put  off  by  Thompson's  petition  and  respectfully  declined 
to  yield  its  constitutional  power. 

An  offer  of  sovereignty  and  peace 

The  states  and  the  feds  have  been  hurtling  toward  this  national  train 
wreck  with  the  tribes  for  200  years,  and  there  is  nothing  anybody  can  do  to 
stop  it.  There  is  so  much  at  stake,  so  much  jurisdictional  overhead  and 
racial  undertow  bound  up  in  its  making,  that  to  survey  the  landscape  from 
the  legal  high  country  is  to  feel  historical  ironies  suck  the  wind  right  out 
of  your  lungs. 

Between  1790  and  1871,  the  U.S.  Senate  ratified  380  treaties  with 
Indian  nations.  Congress  entered  into  treaties  with  the  tribes  to  acquire 
land  which  it  could  sell  to  pay  off  its  huge  debts.  Start-up  costs  for  a 
nation,  even  back  then,  were  staggering  and  the  U.S.  was  too  weak  to  take 
the  land  by  force.  What  it  had  to  offer  the  tribes,  in  return,  were 
sovereignty  and  peace. 

When  the  legal  concept  of  sovereignty  was  first  challenged  in  the 
Supreme  Court  by  the  state  of  Georgia  in  the  1820s,  Chief  Dustice  Dohn 
Marshall  took  pains  to  examine  this  legal  apparatus  and  to  explain  how  it 
functions.  He  knew  battles  with  the  tribes  would  only  escalate  over  time. 
Arguably,  Marshall  was  writing  to  his  wrongheaded  nemesis  Thomas  Jefferson 
(they  enjoyed  a mutual  enmity  that  was  vitriolic,  though  Marshall  bested  him 
in  the  end) . 

This  brace  of  cases,  known  as  the  Marshall  Trilogy,  held  that  every 
treaty  ratified  by  the  U.S.  Senate  under  Article  VI,  Clause  2 of  the 
Constitution,  was  now  the  "supreme  law  of  the  land."  Sovereignty, 
explained  Marshall,  exists  as  a pre-condition  among  self-governing 
entities  and  acts  as  a legal  shield  protecting  all  rights  and  privileges 
reserved  and  implied  by  nationhood.  In  fact,  treaties  were  a granting  of 
rights  from  the  tribes,  to  the  federal  government. 

They  acquired  the  legal  firepower 

President  Andrew  Jackson  was  so  infuriated  by  Marshall's  opinion  that  he 


declared:  "Let  him  enforce  it!"  then  sent  thousands  of  Cherokee  to  their 
death  on  the  Trail  of  Tears  (an  act  which  today  would  get  President  Jackson 
indicted  by  The  Hague  as  a war  criminal). 

Back  then,  the  attitude  of  lawmakers  was  "not  to  worry"  about  the 
consequences  of  conducting  long-term  government-to-government 
relationships  with  380  foreign  Indian  nations. 

After  the  smoke  cleared  at  Wounded  Knee,  in  1890,  the  prevailing 
wisdom  held  that  the  American  Indian  would  be  a vanquished  race  by  the  turn 
of  the  century. 

Wrong.  Fast  forward  100  years.  Recent  legal  opinions  have  signaled  a 
return  to  the  Marshall  Trilogy  and  to  what  is  known  in  the  federal 
judiciary  as  the  "foundational  principles  of  Indian  law."  This  swing  has 
grown  out  of  the  fact  that  gambling  proceeds  and  education  (there  are  more 
than  2,000  Indian  lawyers  in  the  U.S.)  have  empowered  once-passive  tribes  to 
acquire  the  cash  and  the  legal  fire  power  to  strike  decisively  when  states 
trespass  on  their  sovereignty. 

For  20  years.  Chief  Justice  William  Rehnquist  and  his  ideological  cohorts 
have  done  their  damnedest  to  dismantle  Marshall.  Justice  Antonin  Scalia 
recently  got  caught  with  his  metaphorical  pants  in  a pile  around  his  ankles 
when  he  wrote  that  the  interpretation  of  Indian  law  in  the  Rehnquist  Court 
acts  as  a search  for  "what  the  current  state  of  affairs  ought  to  be." 

This  is  a startling  confession  from  a judge  who  has  consistently  argue 
that  the  fundamental  role  of  the  court  is:  ".  . .not  to  determine  what  seems 
like  good  policy  at  the  present  time,  but  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the 
text."  Scalia  could  have  added,  "when  your  political  agenda  happens  to 
agree  with  it." 

In  the  end,  we  were  a nation  of  laws  that  would  not  easily  bend  to  the 
political  judgments  of  high-court  judges.  The  foundational  law  has  held. 

--  Summer  1999:  Native  Americans  have  brought  a class-action  suit 
against  the  Department  of  Interior's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for  tens  of 
billions  of  dollars  in  misused  Indian  assets.  This  case  is  going  to  trial 
this  summer,  and  Price-Waterhouse  accountants  say  the  particulars  line  up 
very  nicely  in  favor  of  the  Indians.  Should  get  ugly. 

--  December  1997:  The  Supremes  enforced  Isleta  Pueblo  water-quality 
standards  on  the  Rio  Grande  River  on  the  upstream  city  of  Albuquerque, 
standards  that  cost  Albuquerque  $400  million  in  capital  improvements.  The 
Isleta  combined  their  1st  Amendment  freedom  of  religion  (water  ceremonies) 
with  treaty  rights  in  an  argument  that  had  never  before  been  heard  in  a 
court  of  law.  City  officials  are  still  trying  to  gather  their  wits. 

--  October  1998:  The  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  did  the  same  thing  for  the 
Salish  and  Kootenai  tribe  of  Western  Montana.  Montana  Gov.  Marc  Racicot 
promised  to  fight  it  out  at  the  Supreme  Court.  He  did.  He  lost. 

Twelve  more  tribes  have  won  similar  approval  from  the  federal 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  under  Section  519  of  the  federal  Clean  Water 
Act,  while  20  more  tribes  are  in  line  for  approval,  and  120,  from  Maine  to 
California,  have  initiated  the  scientific  and  legal  processes. 

--  September  1998:  A federal  court  cited  a treaty  between  the  Sandia  Pueblo 
and  the  King  of  Spain  to  restore  to  the  tribe  thousands  of  acres  of  land 
surrounding  the  city  of  Albuquerque  (including  the  land  under  the  governor's 
house.)  Dozens  of  similar  cases  are  currently  working  their  way  through  the 
federal  courts,  both  here  and  in  Canada. 

--  September  1998:  Federal  court  Judge  Lawrence  Piersol  "dismissed  with 
prejudice"  the  claims  of  South  Dakota  Gov.  William  Jankow  and  restored 
jurisdiction  and  treaty  rights  to  the  Yankton  Sioux  tribe  (the  tribe  that 
welcomed  Lewis  and  Clark  into  the  Dakota  territory)  over  360,000  acres  of 
South  Dakota  prairie,  ending  a century-long  battle  over  a treaty  signed  in 
1858. 


--  March  1999:  Writing  for  the  majority  in  a 5-4  split,  upholding  the 


fishing  and  hunting  treaty  rights  of  the  Mille  Lacs  band  of  Chippewa 
against  the  state  of  Minnesota,  Justice  Sandra  Day  O'Connor  reminded 
dissenting  justices  Scalia  and  Rehnquist  that  the  court  has  a historical 
obligation  to  interpret  treaties  in  favor  of  the  tribes  and  in  the  spirit  in 
which  the  Indians  would  have  understood  them  when  they  were  signed. 

(Gov.  Jesse  Ventura's  response:  "If  that's  the  way  they  want  it,  they 
can  go  back  to  birch  bark  canoes!") 

--  The  din  from  Chippewa  had  scarcely  subsided  when  the  High  Court  shocked 
the  state  of  Washington  by  declining  to  hear  an  appeal  on  shellfish 
harvesting  by  Indians. 

State  agencies  had  closed  ranks  with  private  landowners  and 
commercial  shell  fishermen  to  bring  suit  against  17  tribes  on  Puget 
Sound  which  were  asserting  treaty  rights  of  access  across  state  and  private 
land  to  their  ancestral  shellfish  beds. 

White  fishermen  and  state  lawmakers  had  been  waiting  for  two 
decades  to  extract  revenge  for  the  Boldt  decision,  the  1974  ruling  that 
awarded  tribes  half  the  salmon  caught  in  western  rivers.  This  was  it.  This 
was  for  all  the  marbles. 

Who  gets  the  last  word? 

The  particulars  in  these  cases  are  window-dressing.  Unfortunately,  it  is 
the  window-dressing  that  gets  the  ink  in  the  mainstream  media. 

Strip  away  the  clams,  the  oysters  and  the  fishing  rods  and  these  cases  are 
about  wielding  enormous  power,  about  the  subjugation  of  political  will  of 
one  governmental  body  by  another.  What  is  at  stake  are  the  same  bitterly 
contested  principles  that  hurled  the  North  against  the  South  at  Shilo  and 
Gettysburg.  Who  controls  the  legal  high  ground?  Who  decides?  Who  gets  the 
last  word? 

In  1787,  James  Madison  and  Alexander  Hamilton  knew  this  question  had  been 
finessed  - for  the  time  being.  They  both  knew  that  hammering  out  an  answer 
would  be  bloody  and  costly. 

The  14th  Amendment,  which  denies  to  states  that  which  is  denied  to  the 
federal  government,  was  an  answer  that  was  written  in  the  blood  of  a deeply 
wounded  nation  in  a civil  war,  not  to  mention  in  the  tortured  lives  of 
millions  of  slaves. 

In  Puget  Sound,  on  the  Rio  Grande  and  on  the  boundary  waters  of 
Minnesota,  the  14th  Amendment  today  translates  into  a vigorous 
defense  by  the  federal  government  of  its  dominion  over  national  waterways, 
air  quality,  and  public  lands,  through  its  "supreme  law  of  the  land" 
contracts  with  the  tribes. 

Government  attorneys  argued  that  the  state  of  Washington  was  never  party 
to  the  treaty  with  the  tribes.  Therefore,  it  had  no  standing  to  claim 
jurisdiction  over  federal  waterways. 

The  Supreme  Court  agreed. 

State  officials  and  private  landowners  were  thunderstruck,  yet  the 
arrogance  was  theirs  to  own,  right  from  the  start.  They  failed  to 
recognize  that  this  opinion  was  written  and  proclaimed  to  the  world  on  a 
spring  day  in  a farmhouse  in  Appomattox,  Va.,  134  years  ago.  The  state  of 
Washington  championed  politics  and  fell  in  a whimpering  heap  at  the  feet  of 
the  law.  The  feds  and  the  tribes  are  partners  who  go  way,  way  back.  Without 
treaties  and  concessions  from  the  tribes,  states,  beyond  the  original  13, 
would  not  exist. 

Indians  paid  for  the  protection  of  the  14th  Amendment  in  advance.  Their 
names  are  carried  on  the  winds  of  a profoundly  shameful  history;  Crazy 
Horse,  Red  Cloud,  Geronimo,  Standing  Bear,  Black  Elk,  Looking  Glass, 
Plenty-Coups,  Sitting  Bull,  Joseph,  Sealth,  Black  Kettle.  They  were 
vanquished  by  politicians  hell  bent  on  prosecuting  the  mythology  of  the 
Doctrine  of  Discovery  - that  great  fault  line  on  which  the  American  house  of 
democracy  was  erected,  the  official  fiction  that  the  continent  was  void  of 
inhabitants  when  Europeans  stepped  out  of  their  boats. 


The  rest,  as  they  say,  is  history,  but  the  future  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
courts.  Not,  thankfully,  in  the  hands  of  politicians. 

And  if  the  states  choose  not  to  learn  this  lesson,  if  they  choose  to  press 
on  with  their  self-serving  agendas  at  the  expense  of  the  tribes,  hocking 
their  consciences  for  political  and  economic  gains,  future  relations  with 
the  tribes  promise  to  be  very  bitter  and  very  expensive,  because  "the 
supreme  law  of  the  land"  will  be  the  final  word. 

Paul  VanDevelder  is  a writer  and  filmmaker  who  has  reported  from 
Indian  country  for  numerous  national  periodicals  and  newspapers.  His  newest 
documentary,  "Journey  to  Medicine  Wheel,"  won  best  film  honors  at  the  San 
Francisco  Film  Festival  in  1998.  He  resides  in  Corvallis,  Ore. 


Fred  E.  Corey 

Environmental  Director 

Aroostook  Band  of  Micmacs 

8 Northern  Road 

Presque  Isle,  ME  04769 

Ph:  (207)  764-7765 

Fax:  (207)  764-7768 

E-Mail:  fcorey@micmachealth.org 

"RE : New  Lands  Radiation"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Feb  2000  14:03:14  -0800 
From:  Bill  Sebastian  <bill@ictcompress . com> 

(by  way  of  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com>) 

Sub j : New  Lands  Radiation 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

<<Radiation  on  New  Lands>> 

Radioactive  contamination  in  the  Rio  Puerco  basin  results  from  both 
man-made  and  natural  sources.  The  man-made  sources  result  from  mining 
activities  upstream,  both  from  long-term  low-level  releases  and  from  a 
major  release  resulting  from  the  collapse  of  a containment  dam  in  1979. 

The  problems  with  respect  to  man-made  contamination  are  documented  in  many 
places : 

>>State  of  New  Mexico  Environmental  Improvement  Division  (NMEID)  draft 
report  (Millard,  et.al,  1982):  "Persons  using  this  water  for  drinking, 
irrigation,  or  livestock  watering  on  a continual  basis  will  incur  an 
additional  risk  of  cancer". 

>>The  Arizona  Dept  of  Health  Services  (from  statement  issued  on  Duly  27, 
1983)  found  levels  of  U-nat  and  Cs-137  far  above  allowable  limits  at 
samples  taken  in  the  river  bed  near  Chambers  AZ  (within  the  New  Lands). 

Tests  performed  subsequently  have  yielded  mixed  results,  with  some 
showing  highly  elevated  levels,  while  others  showing  normal  levels.  These 
inconsistent  readings  are  typical  for  this  type  of  situation:  when  finite- 
sized particles  are  scattered  over  a large  area,  measurements  will  always 
vary  in  small  sampling  sets.  The  failure  to  find  elevated  levels  in  some 
small-scale  sampling  does  not  prove  that  no  problem  exists,  and  certainly 
should  not  be  construed  as  a refutation  of  the  other  studies.  I also  think 
that  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  amount  of  testing  that  has  been  done  is 
far  less  than  would  have  occurred  if  a more  politically-connected  group  of 
people  were  subjected  to  the  same  risk. 

In  addition  to  exposure  from  the  riverbed  (primarily  via  watering  of 
livestock  when  the  riverbed  has  water  in  it),  a concern  is  the  possible 
migration  of  the  contaminants  into  ground  water  sources,  which  was 
examined  by  UNLV  (Dixon, 1990) . The  study  found  no  measurable  migration  had 
occurred  from  the  river  bed  into  the  ground  water  sources:  that  levels  in 
wells  near  the  river  bed  were  no  higher  than  wells  away  from  this  area. 
However,  the  same  study  found  that  the  water  quality  (mostly  as  a result 


of  natural  sources)  was  poor.  29  of  42  wells  tested  had  at  least  one 
inorganic  contaminant  exceeding  its  EPA  maximum  contaminant  level  (MCL), 
and  the  average  gross  alpha  radiation  level  on  all  wells  was  36  pci/L  (the 
MCL  is  30).  To  the  extent  that  the  federal  government  is  forcibly 
relocating  people  to  this  area,  it  is  failing  to  provide  safe  drinking 
water  regardless  of  the  source  of  the  contaminants. 

The  federal  government  is  undeniably  subjecting  people  to  a risk  factor: 
the  questions  are  only  the  amount  of  exposure  and  the  acceptable  level  of 
contaminants.  Because  the  relocated  population  often  relies  on  subsistence 
herding,  wherein  multiple  pathways  for  exposure  exist,  the  acceptable 
levels  should  clearly  be  lower  than  for  other  populations.  Since  the 
levels  are  clearly  higher  than  the  rest  of  the  country  deems  acceptable, 
supporters  of  these  people  are  more  than  justified  in  raising  this  issue 
as  a legitimate  concern. 


Moderators  Note: 

The  unfortunate  thing  about  "studies"  is,  like  statistics,  you  can 
weasel-word  the  data  into  supporting  almost  any  finding  that  you  want  to. 
This  is  why,  in  the  medical  world,  "double-blind"  studies  are  conducted. 
When  the  government  has  a vested  interest  in  showing  little  or  no 
dangerous  contamination,  you  can  be  sure  that  no  little  or  no 
contamination  will  be  found  when  the  study  is  conducted!  Most  of  the  U.S. 
Geological  Survey  reports  concerning  the  Puerco  River  basin  minimize  the 
risk  factor.  Here  is  an  example  taken  from  "Preliminary  Assessment  of 
Water  Quality  in  the  Alluvial  Aquifer  of  the  Puerco  River  Basin,  Northeast 
Arizona"  by  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  Water  Resources  Investigation 
Report  87-4126. 

"A  total  of  14  wells  and  1 spring  were  sampled  during  the  most  recent 
round  of  analyses  (December  1986) . The  quality  of  water  in  three  of  the 
wells  exceeded  the  Primary  Maximum  Contaminant  Level  (MCL)  for  gross  alpha 
Particle  activity  of  15  picocuries  (pCi)/liter  (excluding  uranium  and 
radon)  while  the  quality  of  water  in  two  wells  were  at  the  MCL." 

OK,  right  off  the  bat,  you  can  see  that  uranium  and  radon  were  EXCLUDED 
from  the  test!  If  they  were  included,  the  contaminant  level  would 
obviously  be  even  higher.  Even  with  them  excluded,  the  radionuculide 
contamination  was  high.  Now  further,  we  read: 

"However,  if  historical  data  were  averaged  with  the  new  data,  and  the 
split  sample  results  were  also  averaged,  only  one  well  would  exceed  the 
MCL  for  gross  alpha  particle  activity." 

OF  course!  If  you  take  "historical"  (read  that  CLEAN-UNCONTAMINATED 
data)  and  average  it  with  the  contaminated  data,  you  will  get  cleaner 
data!  If  you  don't  read  between  the  lines  of  these  reports,  and  just  read 
the  conclusions,  then  you  can  get  a very  rosy  picture  of  the  situation. 

What  is  needed  is  an  up-to-date,  INDEPENDENT,  NON-GOVERNMENT  survey  by  a 
respected  professional  industrial  radiation  survey  organization,  and  a 
careful  review  of  the  most  recent  RAW  data  (not  the  politically-biased 
conclusions)  taken  by  the  USGS. 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

Email  addresses — 

To  Post  message:  BIGMTLIST@onelist.com 
To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 

To  Unsubscribe:  BIGMTLIST-unsubscribe@onelist.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

"RE : U'Wa  in  Colombia"  

Date:  25  Feb  2000  10:58:43  EST 

From:  Dames .M. Simermeyer@Dartmouth . EDU  (Dames  M.  Simermeyer) 
Sub j : U'Wa  in  Colombia 


Danuary  25,  2000 

Urgent,  Sign-on  Letter  Re:  Invasion  of  U'wa  Land! 


From:  ACERCA  acerca@sover . net 
Dear  folks, 

A life  and  death  situation  is  intensifying  for  the  indigenous  U'wa  in 
Columbia.  I urge  you  to  please  sign  this  letter.  To  sign  on  to  this 
letter  please  email  Project  Underground's  Carwil  Dames  carwil@moles.org 
(not  ACERCA). 

If  you  live  in  the  northeast  and  want  to  get  involved  in  immediate 
action  please  contact  Kim  Foster  from  Rainforest  Action  Network  in 
Boston  fosterk@gis.net  (781-321-8674;  cell  phone:  781-308-4530).  I can 
also  be  reached  until  3 pm  eastern  time  today  (25  Dan)  at  the  ACERCA 
office  802-863-0571. 

In  solidarity/  For  the  Earth, 

Orin  Langelle,  Coordinator  ACERCA 

Action  for  Community  & Ecology  in  the  Rainforests  of  Central  America 
POB  57,  Burlington,  VT  05402  USA 

(802)863-0571,  (802)  864-8203  Fax  Email:  acerca@sover.net 
http: //www. acerca.org 

ACERCA  is  a project  of  the  Alliance  for  Global  Dustice  and  a member  of 
the  Native  Forest  Network 

Recent  days  have  seen  a MADOR  escalation  of  the  conflict  between 
Occidental  Petroleum  and  the  U'wa.  Colombian  soldiers  are  now  surrounding 
the  250  U'wa  at  the  drillsite  and  have  cut  them  off  from  communication 
with  the  rest  of  their  people.  We  will  be  issuing  the  attached  sign-on 
letter  to  Colombian  President  Pastrana  in  the  next  few  days  (he  is  meeting 
with  Pres.  Clinton  tomorrow),  and  would  like  to  gather  as  many  signatures 
as  we  can  in  support  from  organizations  and  prominent  individuals.  Please 
let  me  know  if  you  or  your  organization  is  willing  to  sign  on.  Also, 
please  circulate  this  letter  to  whomever  you  think  would  be  supportive. 

Carwil  Dames 

Oil  Campaigner,  Project  Underground 

(510)  705-8981,  carwil@moles.org 

"Dance  the  military  guns  to  silence. 

Dance  their  dumb  laws  to  the  dump. 

Dance  oppression  and  injustice  to  death." 

-Ken  Saro-Wiwa 

Dear  President  Pastrana, 

We,  members  of  international  civil  society,  are  seriously  concerned  about 
the  tense  situation  that  is  currently  unfolding  in  the  U'wa  homeland, 
where  250  U'wa  are  surrounded  by  a large  number  of  heavily  armed  Colombian 
military  forces  at  the  Gibraltar  1 site. 

We  believe  that  the  U'wa  people,  like  all  people,  have  the  right  to  live 
in  their  homeland,  safe  from  the  twin  threats  of  war  and  environmental 
destruction.  Your  decisions  in  the  coming  days  will  determine  whether 
the  U'wa  will  have  such  a life  in  the  future,  and  indeed  whether  they 
will  have  a future  at  all.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  act 
with  respect  for  the  U'wa  people  and  their  right  to  a choice  regarding 
the  fate  of  their  homeland.  We  are  also  writing  to  impress  upon  you  of 
the  tragic  consequences  of  using  violence  to  enforce  a dangerous  and 
destructive  proposal  against  the  wishes  of  a committed  people. 

The  U'wa  have  struggled  for  eight  years  to  protect  their  homeland 
from  oil  drilling  by  the  Occidental  Petroleum  Company.  Citing  the 
environmental  dangers  posed  by  oil  extraction,  the  tendency  of  oil 
facilities  in  Colombia  to  attract  violence  in  the  forms  of  civil  war 
and  repression,  and  their  deeply  held  spiritual  belief  that  oil  is  the 
blood  of  Mother  Earth,  the  U'wa  have  steadfastly  opposed  Occidental's 
presence  on  their  land,  often  at  considerable  risk  to  themselves.  Last 
September,  disregarding  constitutional  and  other  legal  requirements 
for  consultation  with  indigenous  communities,  your  government  granted  a 
drilling  permit  to  Occidental  at  Gibraltar  1,  less  than  a kilometer  from 
the  recognized  Unified  Reservation,  and  well  within  their  traditional 
homeland.  In  response,  more  than  200  U 'wa--ranging  from  children  to 
tribal  elders- -established  a permanent  settlement  on  the  drill  site. 


It  is  a source  of  grave  concern  for  us  to  learn  that  at  least  hundreds 
and,  according  to  the  U'wa,  an  estimated  5,000  agents  of  the  Colombian 
military  surrounded  this  settlement  on  January  19.  Through  this  action, 
the  Colombian  government  and  military  are  placing  the  economic  interests 
of  Occidental  over  the  very  lives  of  the  U'wa.  This  course  of  action 
will  only  bring  your  administration  a backlash  of  criticism  from  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  concerned  people  from  around  the  world  who  are 
closely  monitoring  this  case  in  Colombia. 

Too  often  in  recent  history,  claims  of  ownership  have  been  chosen  over 
the  aspirations  and  beliefs  of  a people.  Where  this  choice  has  been 
made,  a piece  of  humanity  and  some  of  its  voices  are  now  missing,  with 
only  blood  and  silence  in  their  place. 

We  you  to  reconsider  the  genocidal  consequences  of  your  decision  to 
proceed  with  the  Samore  oil  project.  Whether  these  choices  are  made 
actively  or  passively,  as  president,  you  will  be  morally  culpable  for  any 
injury  to  the  U'wa  or  their  land.  We  urge  you  to  withdraw  the  Colombian 
military  from  Gibraltar  1 as  a first  step  in  a process  to  inclusively 
decide  the  future  of  the  U'wa  homeland  based  on  a recognition  of  the 
rights  and  hopes  of  the  U'wa  people  themselves. 

Sincerely, 

January  22,  2000 

Emergency  Follow-up  Action  / U'wa  People  of  Colombia 

Dear  "Quick  Response  Network"  Members: 

Please  respond  to  this  urgent  situation  of  the  U'wa  people  in  Colombia. 
Refer  to  Global  Response  Action  #1/2K  which  was  sent  out  earlier  this  week. 
Thanks . 

URGENT  URGENT  URGENT 

Communique  to  the  International  and  National  Public 
Oxy  invades  Uwa  Territory 

The  Army  of  Colombia  with  5000  men  at  the  service  of  the  Oxy 

On  the  19th  of  January  2000,  more  than  5000  heavily  armed  soldiers  of 
the  Colombian  Army,  invaded  our  traditional  territory,  exactly  in  Cedeno, 
where  there  is  the  oil  drilling  well  - Gibraltar  1,  of  the  Occidental, 

Oxy. 

Facing  the  opposition  of  the  Uwa  people,  headed  by  our  representative 
the  indigenous  leader  Roberto  Cobaria  Berito,  the  Armed  forces  stated 
that  "Over  and  above  the  indigenous  U'was,  they  had  to  exploit  oil".  At 
the  same  time  Police  forces  move  to  the  zone  with  the  aim  to  "protect" 
the  safety  of  the  Occidental  engineers.  Since  the  15th  of  November  1999, 
more  than  250  of  our  community  stand  in  peaceful  protest  in  the  area  of 
Cedeno,  which  is  part  of  our  ancestral  territory,  claiming  resistance 
against  oil  exploitation  by  the  OXY.  Today  we  are  being  cordoned  off  by 
the  Colombian  Army  and  Police,  putting  at  risk  our  physical  integrity. 

With  this  action,  the  Oxy  and  the  Colombian  army  insist  on  ignoring  our 
territorial  rights,  sacred  for  thousands  of  year  and  as  the  real  owners  of 
the  land  where  the  oil  exploitation  is  going  to  take  place.  This  series 
of  events  ignores  our  constitutional  and  legal  rights,  which  state  that 
the  communal  ethnic  territories  are  inalienable,  cannot  be  seized  and 
are  imprescriptible,  and  that  they  are  protected  by  the  title  deed  of 
collective  territory. 

Likewise,  the  Colombian  government,  headed  by  the  Minister  of  Mining  and 
Energy  with  the  complicity  of  INCORA  (National  institute  for  Agrarian 
Reform),  pretend  to  declare  the  U'wa  territory  as  an  oil  reserve,  with  the 
false  argument  that  the  national  oil  industry  acquires  by  law  a special 
status  of  public  interest,  with  the  true  and  only  purpose  of  facilitating 
and  allowing  the  oil  exploitation  on  behalf  of  the  Multinational  Oxy. 

We  are  urgently  calling  the  attention  of  the  national  and  international 
community  and  the  NGO  support  groups  to  take  action,  speak  up  and  move 
against  this  latest  violation  against  the  Uwa  people,  which  is  threatening 
our  existence  and  culture. 

The  Uwas  will  not  give  up  our  Cultural,  Flistorical  and  Millenary  Rights. 
We  rather  prefer  a genocide  sponsored  by  the  Colombian  government  before 
our  Mother  land  is  destroyed  by  the  oil  companies. 


Your  letters  can  be  sent  to: 


3UAN  MAYR,  Ministro  del  Medio  Ambiente,  Duan_Mayr_M@Hotmail . Com 
y lmayr@minamb.gov. co  3361166,  2886877,  2840363 

Dr.  ANDRES  PASTRANA,  Presidente  de  la  Republica 
de  Colombia,  Palacio  de  Narino,  Fax  2867434. 

Bogota . pastrana@presidencia .gov. co 

Dr.  GUSTAVO  BELL  LEMUS,  Consejero  Presidencial  para  los  Derechos 
Humanos,  Fax  571  3418364.  Bogota. 

Dr.  1AIME  BERNAL  CUELLAR,  Procurador  General  de  la  Nacion, 

Fax  571  2840472,  3429723.  Bogota. 

Dr.  ALFONSO  GOMEZ  MENDEZ,  Fiscal  General  de  la  Nacion,  Fax  571 
5702000.  Bogota. 

Dr.  FERNANDO  CASTRO  CAICEDO,  Defensor  del  Pueblo,  Fax  571 
3461225.  Bogota. 

Dr.  NESTOR  HUMBERTO  MARTINEZ  NEIRA,  Ministro  del  Interior, 

Fax  571  2515884. 

Cubara,  20  de  enero  del  2000  CABILDO  MAYOR  U'WA  Cubara,  Boyaca, 

Colombia  INFORMATION:  Tel:  091  2812071;  091  3376950;  091  2456860; 

091  2458906 

Global  Response  Action  #1/2K 
SUPPORT  U'WA  PEOPLE  VS.  OCCIDENTAL  PETROLEUM  / COLOMBIA 

3an/Feb  2000 

"The  U'wa  have  always  had  a law  that  existed  before  the  sun  and  the 
moon.  We  have  always  taken  good  care  of  our  land,  because  we  have 
always  followed  this  law?.  In  this  world  there  are  many  laws,  but  Mother 
Earth  also  has  her  laws? .Occidental  must  hear  these  laws  and  leave  U'wa 
territory  please." 

--  Berito  Kuwaru'wa 

Designated  International  Spokesman,  Traditional  U'wa  Authority  Winner, 
1998  Goldman  Environmental  Prize 

For  eight  years,  the  U'wa  people  have  successfully  prevented  Occidental 
Petroleum  Company  from  drilling  in  their  traditional  territory.  They 
argued  their  case  in  Colombian  courts  and  international  human  rights 
forums,  and  even  at  Occidental's  Shareholders'  Meeting  in  Los  Angeles, 
California.  Their  chilling  pledge  to  commit  mass  suicide  if  Occidental 
drills  on  their  lands  made  headlines  worldwide. 

As  a result.  Occidental  gave  up  plans  to  drill  inside  the  U'wa 
Reservation,  but  there's  a catch:  the  U'wa  Reservation  covers  only  14% 
of  U'wa  traditional  territories.  Occidental's  first  drill  site  is  just 
600  yards  outside  the  U'wa  Reservation,  but  well  within  U'wa  traditional 
homelands.  The  U'wa  community  of  Santa  Marta  lies  adjacent  to  the  drill 
site,  putting  them  at  clear  risk  from  impacts  of  the  oil  project. 

What  is  at  risk?  The  U'wa  homeland  in  Colombia's  Sierra  Nevada  de  Cocuy 
mountains  is  one  of  the  most  delicate,  endangered  forest  systems  on 
the  planet.  It  lies  at  the  headwaters  of  the  Orinoco  River  basin,  which 
flows  through  sensitive  cloud  forest  and  rainforest  ecosystems  and  other 
indigenous  peoples'  homelands  on  its  way  to  the  sea. 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  U'wa  have  lived  by  seasonally  migrating 
between  upland  cloud  forest  and  lush  valleys,  gathering  plants,  hunting 
and  fishing.  Their  agricultural  practices  are  famous  for  being  virtually 
undetectable  from  the  outside  because  the  U'wa  do  not  cut  down  the  larger 
trees  or  ones  that  provide  food  for  animals.  Between  uses,  the  U'wa  let 
their  fields  lie  fallow  for  10  to  15  years,  allowing  full  regrowth  of 


native  plant  and  animal  species.  The  U'wa  give  complete  protection  to 
the  high  mountain  ranges;  no  human  beings  are  permitted  to  go  there. 

Dust  north  of  U'wa  territory.  Occidental's  Cano  Limon  pipeline  has 
spilled  an  estimated  1,700,000  barrels  of  crude  oil  into  nearby  soil, 
rivers  and  lakes  over  the  last  13  years  (compare  to  257,000  barrels 
in  the  Exxon  Valdez  spill).  A government  study  found  that  "because  of 
the  polluting  effects  from  Cano  Limon,  the  receiving  rivers  and  lakes 
are  no  longer  fit  for  human  consumption."  In  addition  to  pollution, 
oil  projects  inevitably  lead  to  deforestation  directly,  because  forests 
are  cleared  for  oil  exploration  and  production,  and  indirectly,  because 
road  systems  created  by  the  oil  projects  open  new  arteries  into  forests, 
clearing  the  way  for  colonization. 

In  Colombia,  oil  also  means  violence.  Colombia's  left-wing  guerrilla 
groups  view  oil  installations  as  strategic  targets;  Occidental's  Cano 
Limon  pipeline  has  been  bombed  more  than  600  times,  causing  major  spills; 
frequent  assassinations,  massacres,  torture  and  kidnappings  occur  in 
communities  near  the  pipeline. 

Occidental's  drilling  would  invite  these  horrors  to  the  U'wa  communities 
and  for  what  gain?  The  oil  reserves  in  U'wa  territory  can  only  supply 
three  weeks  worth  of  world  oil  consumption. 

To  prevent  ecological  and  social  horrors  in  their  homeland,  more  than 
200  U'wa  people,  including  women,  children  and  tribal  elders,  are  now 
occupying  Occidental's  drill  site  known  as  Gibralter  1.  Tribal  leaders 
consider  this  permanent  settlement  a necessary  action  to  block  the 
drilling,  since  the  government  has  already  issued  Occidental  a permit 
for  the  site  without  consulting  the  U'wa. 

How  can  we  support  the  U'wa  in  their  courageous  struggle?  Occidental 
will  back  down  if  shareholders  demand  it.  Last  year,  13%  of  Occidental's 
shareholders  voted  for  a resolution  to  assess  the  negative  impacts  of 
Occidental's  project  in  U'wa  territory.  Global  Response  members  can 
increase  the  pressure  on  Occidental  by  convincing  Fidelity  Investments, 
one  of  Occidental's  top  shareholders,  to  demand  "hands  off"  all  U'wa 
land.  US  presidential  candidate  A1  Gore  owns  $1/2  million  Occidental 
stock  and  takes  major  contributions  from  the  company.  He  wants  the 
environmental  vote:  let's  challenge  him  to  tell  Occidental  to  abandon 
oil  fields  on  all  U'wa  land. 

Communique  to  the  International  Public 

"Approximately  200  members  of  the  U'wa  indigenous  tribe  of  northeastern 
Colombia  assembled  in  a permanent  settlement  on  part  of  our  ancestral 
lands  yesterday,  November  16.  This  area?is  the  site  where?Occidental 
Petroleum  wants  to  drill  the  oil  well  'Gibralter  1, ' an  action  which 
threatens  life  and  our  ancient  culture. 

"With  this  permanent  presence  and  with  the  support  of  the  local  farmers 
of  Sarare,  we  are  claiming  our  ancestral  and  constitutional  rights  to  life 
and  to  our  traditional  territory.  We  demand  that  the  Colombian  government 
and  Oxy  leave  us  in  peace  and  that  once  and  for  all  they  cancel  the  oil 
project  in  this  area.  We  U'wa  people  are  willing  to  give  our  lives  to 
defend  Mother  Earth  from  this  project  which  will  annihilate  our  culture, 
destroy  nature,  and  upset  the  world's  equilibrium.  Caring  for  the  Earth 
and  the  welfare  of  our  children  and  of  future  generations  is  not  only 
the  responsibility  of  the  U'wa  people  but  of  the  entire  national  and 
international  society. 

"We  ask  people  around  the  world  who  value  the  Earth  and  indigenous  peopl 
to  speak  out  against  the  multinational  oil  company  Oxy  through  protests, 
letters  and  other  actions  of  solidarity." 

--Roberto  Perez,  President  of  Tribal  Council  U'wa  Traditional  Authorities 

Requested  Action:  Please  write  polite  letters  to: 

1)  Albert  Gore 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Washington  DC  20500 
FAX:  Int'l  code+202/456-7044 


In  his  book.  Earth  in  the  Balance,  Gore  wrote  that  car  exhaust  is  "a 
mortal  threat  to  the  security  of  every  nation,  that  is  more  deadly  than 
that  of  any  military  enemy  we  are  ever  again  likely  to  confront."  So 
why  does  he  accept  campaign  contributions  from  oil  companies,  and  why 
does  he  invest  $1/2  million  in  Occidental  Petroleum? 

Urge  Gore  to  confront  Occidental  and  convince  the  company  to  withdraw  from 
all  U'wa  traditional  territory.  Ask  him  how  he  justifies  the  sacrifice 
of  the  U'wa  people  and  destruction  of  a rare  cloud  forest  ecosystem 
for  3 weeks  worth  of  oil.  Tell  him  if  he  wants  the  environmental  vote, 
he  must  show  leadership  in  the  global  struggle  for  environmental  justice. 

2)  Edward  C.  Johnson  III 

Chairman  and  CEO,  Fidelity  Investments 

82  Devonshire  St. 

Boston  MA  02109 

FAX:  Int'l  code+617/476-4164 

Fidelity  Investments  controls  more  than  30  million  Occidental  shares  - 
over  8 percent  of  the  company's  total  value.  Fidelity's  slogan  is  "We 
help  you  invest  responsibly." 

Demand  that  Fidelity  Investments  act  responsibly  for  the  rights  of 
indigenous  people  and  for  precious,  irreplaceable  ecosystems.  Urge 
Fidelity  Investments  to  convince  Occidental  to  cancel  its  project  on 
U'wa  traditional  lands,  and  if  they  refuse,  to  dump  all  their  Occidental 
stock  in  protest. 

This  Global  Response  Action  is  issued  in  support  of  and  with  information 
provided  by  the  Tribal  Council  U'wa  Traditional  Authorities,  Rainforest 
Action  Network,  Project  Underground  and  Amazon  Watch.  For  more 
information,  please  see  these  websites:  www.ran.org;  www.moles.org;  and 
the  publication  "Blood  of  our  Mother"  available  from  Project  Underground, 
510/705-8981  or  pro ject_underground@moles . org 

"RE : Pine  Ridge  Occupation  Press  Release"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  01:48:15  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Pine  Ridge  Occupation  Press  Release  02-23-2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thu,  24  Feb  2000  12:47:55  -0700 

From:  "Wild  Horse"  <Wild. Horse.list@mindspring.com> 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

For  Immediate  Release 
February  23,  2000 

RED  CLOUD  BUILDING,  PINE  RIDGE  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  SOUTH  DAKOTA: 
SISSETON-WAHPETON  SIOUX  TAKE  CONTROL  OF  THEIR  TRIBAL  OFFICES! 

As  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  mark  the  38th  day  of  their  nonviolent  takeover 
of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe's  administrative  offices,  their  actions  have 
created  a snowball  effect  among  indigenous  nations  across  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  Yesterday  afternoon,  a group  of  Sisseton-Wahpeton 
Dakota  Sioux  veterans  took  control  of  their  tribal  offices  to  protest  the 
corruption  taking  place  within  their  tribal  government.  At  press  time 
today.  South  Dakota  law  enforcement  have  surrounded  the  Sisseton  tribal 
building,  telephone  service  to  the  building  has  been  disconnected  and  they 
have  cut  off  food  and  water  supplies  to  the  building.  The  veterans 
contacted  the  Grass  Roots  Oglala  Lakota  Oyate  to  seek  assistance  and 
advice.  The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  has  contacted  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice 
- Community  Relations  Service  Mediator  to  intervene  in  what  has  turned 
into  a very  tense  situation. 

Spokespeople  for  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  advised  the  group  to  stay  strong 
and  use  the  Lakota  traditional  law  - the  sacred  pipe  - to  guide  them.  They 
further  advised  them  to  declare  their  sovereign  immunity  under  the 
guidelines  of  the  1868  Treaty,  as  the  Sisseton-Wahpeton  Dakota  Sioux  are 
part  of  the  Great  Sioux  Nation.  Meanwhile,  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  continue 
to  pray  for  the  Sisseton  veterans'  safety. 


On  Monday,  visitors  arrived  from  the  Rocky  Boy  Cree  Reservation  to 
observe  how  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  have  successfully  maintained  peaceful 
control  of  their  tribal  building.  The  Rocky  Boy  Cree  Reservation  is 
located  in  northwestern  Montana.  Although  their  reservation  is  small, 
their  problems  are  huge.  Their  tribal  government  system  has  run  amuck  with 
gross  mismanagement  of  tribal  funds.  Their  situation  has  an  eerie 
similarity  to  the  problems  of  so  many  tribes  under  the  control  of  the  I.R. 

A.  (1934  Indian  Reorganization  Act)  government  system.  It  is  a given  that 
the  corrupt  politicians  can  determine  right  from  wrong.  U.S.  Department  of 
Interior  Assistant  Secretary  Kevin  Gover  put  it  best  in  a recent  radio 
interview,  ".it  is  the  I.R. A.  system  itself  that  was  set  up  to  fail,  to 
destroy  the  land  base  of  the  reservations..." 

Meanwhile,  Harold  Salway,  President  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe,  still 
refuses  to  suspend  the  "renegade"  tribal  council  for  the  continuous 
illegal  actions  against  the  members  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  Among 
the  nine  demands.  The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  are  demanding  that  the  entire 
Tribal  Council  be  suspended  without  pay  pending  a referendum  vote  for 
their  removal;  the  immediate,  permanent  termination  of  Tribal  Treasurer 
Wesley  "Chuck"  Jacobs;  a five-year  full  forensic  audit  of  the  Tribe's 
governmental  fund  types.  The  group  contends  that  they  will  remain  in  the 
building  until  their  demands  are  met. 

For  further  information,  please  contact  Floyd  Hand  or  Media  Coordinator  Dale 
Looks  Twice  at  (605)  867-5303. 


As  with  all  my  emails  concerning  the  Occupation  Peoples  please  forward  to 

any  and  all  interested  parties  in  its  entirety 

Wadv 

Wild  Horse 

http: //members .tripod. com/Gras sRootsOyate 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 

"RE : Yankton  Sioux  Update"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Jan  2000  05:11:57  -0800  (PST) 

From:  dave  evad  <treeear@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : Yankton  Sioux  Update- -January  27,  2000 

Forwarded  for  Tessa  Lehto: 

For  Immediate  Release:  January  27,  2000  6:00  PM 

For  More  Information  Call  Tessa  Lehto  at  (605) 

487-7871  or  (605)  384-3641  or  (605)  491-1237 

YST  Discovers  Corps  Violating  Several  Laws  In  Regards  to  Burial  Site 
The  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  has  just  discovered  that  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  has  been  in  violation  of  federal  law  for  years  in  regards  to  the 
remains  of  the  ancestors  at  the  White  Swan  Burial  Site.  These  laws  include, 
in  addition  to  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act 
(NAGPRA),  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act,  16  USC  469,  Executive 
Orders  (13007  Indian  Sacred  Sites,  May  24,  1996  and  11593),  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  Archaeological  Resource  Protection  Act  of 
1974,  and  possibly  other  agency-specific  legislation  which  may  also  apply. 

The  Tribe  has  sent  a letter  to  the  Corps,  signed  by  Chairwoman  Madonna 
Archambeau,  demanding  that  the  Corps  comply  with  all  federal  laws  to 
protect  these  remains  in  the  next  thirty  days.  The  letter  says, 

"This  is  to  notify  you  that  the  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  considers  your  agency 
out  of  compliance  with  Sections  106  and  110  of  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act  (NHPA)  with  regard  to  its  conscious  fluctuation  of  water 
levels  in  the  Missouri  River  while  knowing  of  the  White  Swan  Burial 
Grounds,  an  important  cultural  site.  It  is  the  Tribe's  understanding  your 
agency  has  repeatedly  engaged  in  a federal  undertaking  by  fluctuating  the 


pool  of  Lake  Francis  Case  knowing  the  above  site  was  present  and,  in  doing 
so,  caused  damage  to  this  important  cultural  site,  and  the  human  remains  of 
tribal  ancestors  and  other  articles  of  archaeological  significance."  By 
raising  the  water  level,  there  will  be  additional  damage  to  the  resources 
at  the  site.  Once  the  water  started  rising,  casket  hardware  was  seen  lying 
scattered  on  the  surface  of  the  burial  grounds,  in  addition  to  impressions 
of  remains,  edges  of  coffins  still  showing  through  the  sand  and  other 
items  of  archaeological  significance. 

The  letter  continues,  "It  is  the  position  of  the  YST  that  your  agency 
has  failed  to  consult  with  the  Tribe  as  required  by  Section  106  of  the  Act 
and  has  failed  to  take  measures  to  protect  the  site  as  is  required  by 
Section  110... It  is  the  Tribe's  position  that  the  Corps  actions  also  do 
not  comply  with  the  key  Executive  Orders  or  the  requirements  of  the 
National  Environmental  Policy  Act  and  other  applicable  federal  statutes." 

"The  Tribe  believes  the  Corps  is  not  meeting  their  legal  obligations; 
they  are  only  doing  what  the  Tribe  sued  them  about.  The  Corps  is  forcing 
the  Tribe  to  spend  a lot  of  money  to  get  them  to  meet  their  legal 
obligations . 

"It  shouldn't  be  that  way,"  said  tribal  attorney  Mary  Wynne.  "This  is 
unfair  for  the  Tribe  to  have  to  pay  legal  fees  to  force  the  US  Army  to 
comply  with  federal  law,"  she  continued. 

"This  process  has  been  enormously  burdensome  for  the  tribe  to  pursue 
this  matter,  making  the  Corps  comply  with  the  law.  The  YST  is  a small 
Tribe  with  limited  resources,  high  unemployment,  low  average  annual  income 
per  capita,  and  tremendous  social  needs,"  said  Archambeau.  "We  are  a small 
tribe  with  limited  resources,  but  great  resolve,  in  order  to  make  the  Army 
comply  with  the  laws  that  protect  the  historic  resources  of  all  people  in 
the  United  States,"  said  tribal  member  and  White  Swan  descendant  Faith 
Spotted  Eagle.  "It  is  apparent  that  the  Army  is  not  willing  to  comply  with 
the  law." 

The  Archaeological  and  Flistoric  Preservation  Act  of  1974,  AFIPA,  requires 
notification  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  any  dam  construction  and 
if  archaeological  resources  are  found,  the  recovery  or  salvage  of  them. 

AFIPA  also  provides  for  the  preservation  of  historical  and  archaeological 
data,  including  relics  and  specimens,  which  may  be  lost  or  destroyed  as  a 
result  of  1)  flooding,  building  of  access  roads,  or  2)  any  alteration  of 
the  terrain  that  might  be  caused  as  a result  of  any  federal  construction 
project  of  federally  licensed  activity  or  program.  "Every  year  that  the 
water  of  Lake  Francis  Case  covered  the  remains,  the  Corps  may  have 
violated  federal  law,  because  they  knew  that  the  site  was  there,"  said 
Wynne.  There  are  also  possible  violations  of  36  CFR  800.5  A (2)  vii 
(Regulations  with  regard  to  NFIPA)  concerning  adverse  effects  and  the 
transfer,  lease  or  sale  of  properties  containing  protected  remains  or 
relics  without  a long  term  plan  for  preservation  of  the  property. 

"To  say  the  least,  the  Corps'  actions  in  this  matter  are  questionable, 
possibly  illegal,  certainly  shameful.  The  Corps  has  an  affirmative 
responsibility  under  several  federal  statutes  to  work  with  Native 
Americans  and  find  mutually  satisfactory  solutions  when  tragedies  like 
this  occur.  They  also  have  legal  responsibility  to  take  into  account  the 
effects  of  their  actions  by  consulting  with  Tribes,  the  State  Flistoric 
Preservation  Officer,  and  the  Advisory  Council,  and  they  didn't  do  it. 

It's  almost  as  if  the  Corps  was  daring  someone  to  take  them  to  court," 
said  Program  Analyst  Alan  Stanfill  of  the  Advisory  Council  on  Flistoric 
Preservation,  Denver  Regional  office.  The  Executive  Director  of  the 
Advisory  Council  is  a presidential  appointee,  and  the  Advisory  Council  is 
investigating  the  matter,  as  is  the  State  Flistoric  Preservation  Office. 

"I'd  like  to  think  this  could  be  a catalyst  for  change  in  the  cultural 
resource  management  of  the  Corps.  It  happens  over  and  over  again.  Not  only 
in  reservoirs,  but  all  over  the  country.  They  have  no  adequate  program  for 
administering  situations  like  this,"  he  said. 

Steve  Littlefield,  South  Dakota  State  Flistorical  Society  Review  and 
Compliance  department,  said,  "Essentially  there  is  a section  106  violation, 
and  I don't  think  anyone  is  going  to  disagree  with  that."  Fie  verified  that 
he  has  not  received  formal  notification  to  invoke  the  protections  of  the 
NFIPA  from  the  Corps  as  is  required  by  law.  If  the  Corps  removed  the 


remains  without  a plan,  then  they  are  in  violation  of  106,  the  Tribe 
maintains . 

"During  the  negotiation  process.  Corps  officials  repeatedly  pressured 
the  Tribe  to  hurry  up  the  collection  of  the  remains.  They  even  sent  a 
letter  to  the  Tribe,  after  another  agreement  was  already  made,  speeding  up 
the  process.  Before  collection  could  even  begin,  under  the  law,  a 
mitigation  plan  is  required  for  the  site,  with  agreement  by  several 
parties.  We  requested  official  consultation  to  work  on  this  plan,  but  were 
denied.  Then  they  told  us  to  hurry  up  and  pick  up  our  relatives,"  said 
Roxann  Spottedeagle,  a White  Swan  descendant. 

It  has  also  been  pointed  out  that  the  Corp  has  failed  to  develop  a plan 
for  preservation  for  the  White  Swan  burial  grounds,  the  human  remains  and 
the  artifacts  located  there.  The  Corps  has  been  repeatedly  given  notice 
that  they  are  out  of  compliance  with  an  agreement  they  signed  in  1993  with 
State  Historic  Preservation  Officers  from  Montana,  North  Dakota,  Nebraska, 
and  South  Dakota.  They  have  either  refused  or  failed  to  take  corrective 
measures  to  meet  their  responsibilities  under  this  agreement. 

The  letter  from  the  Tribe  is  putting  the  Corps  on  30  day  notice.  "We  are 
demanding  that  the  Corps  comply  with  not  only  the  federal  laws,  but  also 
the  programmatic  agreement  the  Corps  made  with  the  Cultural  Historic 
Preservation  Officers,"  said  Wynne.  "Please  notify  the  Tribe  within  30 
days  of  what  measures  have  been  taken  to  bring  your  agency  into  compliance 
with  NHPA  and  other  applicable  law.  As  part  of  that  effort,  the  YST 
requests  that  your  agency  convene  a meeting  between  the  Consulting  Parties 
concerning  the  White  Swan  Burial  Grounds  within  30  days  of  your  receipt  of 
this  letter." 

"It  is  the  Tribe's  understanding,  based  on  your  agency's  failure  to 
protect  historic  sites  and  engage  in  required  consultation,  that  these 
issues  may  well  be  much  broader  than  the  White  Swan  site.  Therefore,  it 
may  also  be  appropriate  to  meet  with  representatives  from  other  tribes 
with  continuing  interests  in  historical  sites  along  the  Missouri  River, 
including  but  not  limited  to  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  and  the  Oglala  Sioux 
Tribe,"  concluded  Chairperson  Madonna  Archambeau  in  the  letter. 

"RE : Sioux  End  Takeover"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Feb  2000  16:55:29  GMT 

From:  "Bear  Christensen"  <bearchristensen@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Sioux  end  takeover 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

February  24,  2000 

Sioux  Tribal  Members  End  Takeover 

Filed  at  5:59  a.m.  EST 

By  The  Associated  Press 

AGENCY  VILLAGE,  S.D.  (AP)  --  Members  of  the  Sisseton-Wahpeton  Sioux  tribe 
filed  out  of  tribal  headquarters  here,  claiming  their  takeover  of  the 
building  achieved  their  goals. 

The  protesters  left  Wednesday  after  the  tribal  council  agreed  to  suspend 
the  panel  that  governs  the  tribe's  casinos.  The  demonstrators  had 
barricaded  themselves  in  the  council  chambers  Tuesday  afternoon, 
demanding  an  investigation  of  alleged  tribal  corruption. 

"This  started  out  as  a council  meeting,"  said  Paul  McCabe,  special  agent 
with  the  FBI  in  Minneapolis.  "When  the  council  meeting  was  adjourned,  some 
people  who  were  in  attendance  there  asked  for  the  resignation  of  the 
council  and  the  gaming  board. 

"They  adjourned  the  council,  and  then  these  people  were  joined  by  some 
armed  individuals." 

No  shots  were  fired,  and  several  protesters  and  their  supporters  denied 
they  had  any  weapons.  Early  reports  indicated  anywhere  from  eight  to  15 
people  were  inside  the  building.  Later  estimates  ranged  to  25. 

Tribal  leaders  have  grown  wealthy  from  casino  proceeds  while  the  tribe's 
poor  have  gotten  poorer,  the  protesters  said. 

"This  corruption  has  to  stop,"  said  Smiley  Shepherd,  former  manager  of 


two  of  the  tribe's  casinos.  "Our  elders  are  being  abused,  living  in  snake- 
infested  apartments  while  the  council  and  (casino)  executives  are  making 
high  five-digit  salaries." 

During  the  90-day  suspension  of  the  seven-member  panel  that  governs  the 
casinos,  the  protesters'  concerns  and  complaints  will  be  studied,  said 
Rosebud  Marshall,  judicial  representative  from  the  tribe's  Old  Agency 
District . 

In  the  southwestern  corner  of  South  Dakota,  the  Oglala  Sioux  tribal 
headquarters  at  Pine  Ridge  has  been  occupied  by  protesters  since  Ian.  16 
in  a stalemate  with  a faction  representing  the  tribal  treasurer,  whom  the 
occupiers  accuse  of  mismanaging  funds. 

Bear  Christensen,  Esq. 

1510  20th  Street  Apt#105 
Boulder,  Colorado  80302 

http: //msnhomepages .talkcity . com/TwentiesCir /bear c/homepage. htm 

"RE : Leech  Lake  Candidate  Seeks  More  Control  of  Land"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Feb  2000  23:15:59  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Leech  Lake  tribal  chair  candidate  seeks  more  control  of  land 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Published  Wednesday,  February  23,  2000 

Leech  Lake  tribal  chair  candidate  seeks  more  control  of  land  BEMID3I, 
MINN.  --  A candidate  for  tribal  chairman  says  the  Leech  Lake  Band  of 
Chippewa  needs  to  fight  the  federal  government  for  more  control  of  land. 

Lenee  Ross  recently  announced  he  will  challenge  incumbent  Chairman  Eli 
Hunt.  Ross,  43,  is  Bemidji  State  University's  director  of  American  Indian 
Services.  He  has  served  as  the  reservation's  executive  director. 

Ross  said  he  would  advocate  for  all  federal  and  state  lands  within  the 
exterior  boundaries  of  the  reservation  to  be  returned  to  the  tribe  because 
they  were  taken,  if  not  illegally,  at  least  immorally. 

Ross  said  this  philosophy  is  at  odds  with  Leech  Lake's  current 
government,  which  is  trying  to  buy  back  some  of  that  land  piece  by  piece. 

Other  important  issues  include  court  reform,  education  and  economic 
development,  he  said. 

In  his  State  of  the  Band  address  last  week.  Hunt  said  the  Tribal 
Council's  priorities  for  the  next  year  include  acquiring  more  land, 
expanding  tribal  housing  and  alleviating  such  social  problems  as  teen 
pregnancy. 

Filing  for  the  position  opens  Friday  and  closes  March  6.  The  primary  is 
set  for  April  18  j the  general  election  is  Dune  13. 

--  Associated  Press  c.  Copyright  2000  Star  Tribune.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE;  Native  Indians  and  Land  Ownership"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Dan  2000  00:57:58  GMT 
From:  "Dames  O'Reilly"  <liberty@direct . ca> 

Sub j : Native  Indians  and  Land  Ownership 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

Article  or  perhaps  "Letter  to  the  Editor": 

Re:  It's  all  our  money:  Says  Chief,  The  Province,  Tuesday,  Danuary  11,  2000 
Art  Manual,  Shuswap  Nation  Tribal  Council  President,  has  argued  that  how 
his  band  uses  federal  tax  dollars  is  a matter  on  which  the  tax-payers 
should  have  absolutely  no  say  since,  he  argues,  "all  tax  dollars  come  from 
stolen  aboriginal  resources  in  the  first  place."  Now  it  is  very  true  that 
certain  Native  Indians  had  their  persons  and  specific  property  holdings 
violated  by  the  government  and/or  private  criminals,  this  is  a matter  which 
can  be  clearly  verified  by  an  analysis  of  existing  records.  This  fact  is 
not  in  dispute  by  this  writer--or  anyone  else  in  Canada  for  that  matter. 

But  natives--especially  the  Native  Youth  Movement--do  have  a point  when 


they  assert  that  the  provincial/federal  states  do  not  in  fact  justifiably 
own  the  land  of  North  America.  For  what  right  could  a group  of  individuals 
who  call  their  actions  governmental  claim  land  on  which  they  themselves 
have  never  laboured  or  from  which  they  have  never  produced  anything 
tangible.  For  this  reason  none  of  us,  including  Native  Indians,  should  have 
to  recognize  land-ownership  claims  made  by  individuals  who  occupy  the 
government  chairs. 

There  is  a problem  however--very  similar  to  that  noted  above  in  respect  to 
the  alleged  government  ownership  of  all  land--for  those  misguided  natives 
who  have  the  ridiculous  notion,  that  because  they  were  the  first  population 
on  the  North  American  continent,  they  somehow  rightfully  own  all  land  in 
North  America.  Dust  because  you  happen  to  be  the  first  person  on  a 
particular  geographical  area  means  absolutely  nothing.  For  you  to  have  some 
sort  of  justifiable  claim  of  ownership  on  a certain  piece  of  land  as  your 
property  you  must  have  altered,  transformed,  or  changed  it  in  some  fashion 
through  the  implementation  of  your  value-driven  labour.  Thus  any  land 
outside  of  your  particular  physical  transformation  is  outside  of  your 
sphere  of  ownership  and  cannot  be  rightfully  deemed  your  property.  The 
further  implication  of  this  line  of  reasoning  is  that  all  of  nature  is 
initially  un-owned  until  someone  implements  the  use  of  their  value-driven 
labour  upon  a particular  piece  of  it.  So,  Native  Indians  who  have 
implemented  the  use  of  their  labour  upon  a particular  piece  of  previously 
un-owned  land  can  justifiably  claim  ownership  to  it.  In  fact  those  Natives 
who  have  began  logging  in  the  Northgate  area  in  British  Columbia  should  not 
be  stopped,  for  they  have  in  the  fundamental  libertarian  sense  rightfully 
established  their  ownership  to  that  particular  area  of  the  forest  on  which 
they  have  utilized  their  labour.  Again  the  government  has  no  rightful  claim 
upon  this  land,  it  belongs  to  those  Native  Indians  who  have  laboured  upon 
it . 

Therefore,  provided  that  individuals--for  example,  subsequent  European, 
Asian,  and  East  Indian  settlers  on  North  America- -have  not  produced 
material  goods  and  resources  from  land  or  resources  which  had  been 
previously  produced,  transformed,  changed,  or  altered  by  the  purposive 
labour  of  Native  Indians,  Mr.  Manual  cannot  claim  with  any  seriousness  that 
tax-dollars  emanate  from  resources  stolen  from  Natives. 

For  those  of  us  well-schooled  in  both  libertarian  class  analysis  and 
exploitation  theory  however,  there  is  a shred  of  truth  in  what  Mr.  Manual 
has  claimed,  for  tax-dollars  do  derive  from  resources  stolen  from  innocent 
victims- -those  of  us  who  are  coerced  to  give  them  to  the  government  and  its 
various  franchises. 

By  virtue  of  the  government's  power  to  coerce  innocent  citizens  to  give  a 
portion  of  their  lives  in  the  form  of  taxation,  Canada  is  becoming  a 
society  defined  more  by  the  establishment  of  two  well-defined  social 
classes.  The  first  group--the  political  class  with  the  power  to  coerce--is 
characterized  by  the  fact  that  it  derives  its  sustenance  by  initiating  the 
use  of  violence  against  the  person  and  property  of  those  of  us  who  produce 
wealth.  The  second  group--the  exploited  class--is  represented  by  those  of 
us  who  produce  wealth  and  have  it  forcibly  taken  by  those  in  the  political 
class.  From  this  it  is  easy  to  see  that  all  of  us  who  produce  wealth  and 
voluntarily  trade  with  our  fellows- -whether  Native  Indian,  Irish,  East 
Indian,  Asian,  etc.,  etc. --are  the  exploited  innocent  victims  of  the 
political  class  and  those  who  support  it. 

Sadly,  the  power  of  the  Canadian  political  establishment  has  always  been 
a horrid  blight  upon  the  culture  of  the  Native  Indian  peoples,  but  it  has 
also  become  an  increasing  scourge  upon  all  others  in  Canada.  We  need  to 
remedy  this  unjust  imposition  upon  our  lives.  Each  individual's  person  and 
property  rights  need  to  be  re-acknowledged  and  respected;  We  must  abolish 
the  power  to  tax.  In  short  we  need  to  abolish  the  power  of  the  state  to 
initiate  the  use  of  force  towards  innocent  people. 

Dames  O'  Reilly 
B.C.,  Canada 

e-mail:  liberty@direct.ca 

"RE : University  Revokes  Religious  Freedom  for  Indians"  


Date:  Mon,  31  Ian  2000  18:49:35  -0600 

From:  "The  People's  Poet"  <CALLAR01@TIGGER . STCLOUDSTATE . EDU> 

Sub j : IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  SCSU  REVOKES  RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM  FOR  INDIAN  STUDENTS 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

for  more  information,  please  see 

http: //www. stcloudstate.edu/~callar01/AIM.html 

Danuary  31,  2000 

TO:  Michael  D Hayman,  Housing  Director 

CC:  Suzanne  Williams,  INterim  President 

Gene  Gilchrist,  Vice  President  Administrative  Affairs 

On  May  14,  1995  Saint  Cloud  State  University  officially  recognized  the 
legitimacy  of  indigenous  students'  religious  beliefs  and  practices  in  a 
Memorandum  of  Understanding  between  M.E.Ch.A.  and  St.  Cloud  State 
University.  This  happened  after  student  members  of  M.E.Ch.A.  risked  their 
lives  on  a hunger  strike  in  order  to  secure  their  rights. 

On  Duly  22,  1998  the  director  of  our  illustrious  Student  Union 
recognized  Indigenous  students'  right  to  use  incense  ceremonially  in  the 
Student  Cultural  Center.  The  happened  after  members  of  AIM-SCSU  and 
Atwood  Administration  endured  a harrowing  month  full  of  meetings, 
discussions,  negotiations  and  all-out  confrontations. 

Later  that  same  year,  two  American  Indian  students  told  me  that  they 
were  being  threatened  with  a disciplinary  response  because  they  were 
smudging  within  their  rooms  in  Mitchell  Hall.  I promptly  contacted 
University  Administration,  wielding  the  threat  of  a lawsuit,  and  the 
problem  was  rectified  by  the  end  of  the  day.  Out  of  respect  for  the 
University's  quick  response  and  its  apparent  willingness  to  grant  us  our 
right  to  religious  freedom  within  our  own  homes,  I made  no  attempt  to 
bring  this  issue  to  the  attention  of  the  public  at  that  time. 

It  should  be  noted  that  during  the  time  I lived  in  Shoemaker  Hall,  I had 
my  hall  director's  full  blessing  to  smudge  within  the  building  at  any  time 
without  notice.  Although  this  was  understood  by  the  staff  of  Shoemaker,  I 
was  frequently  interrupted  during  my  prayers  by  student  workers  who  wished 
to  recite  the  Residence  Hall  "Incense"  policy  to  me,  report  my  "violation", 
and  then  call  the  police.  In  order  to  avoid  this  problem,  my  hall 
director  wrote  a memo  to  the  effect  that  I was  not  to  be  disturbed  or 
prevented  from  practicing  the  traditions  of  my  people.  I laminated  a copy 
and  posted  it  on  my  dorm  room  door. 

This  Danuary  I was  informed  yet  again  that  the  director  of  Mitchell  Hall 
is  denying  an  American  Indian  student  her  religious  freedom.  What  a shame 
it  is  that  I should  return  to  Saint  Cloud  after  nearly  a year  in 
Minneapolis  to  find  that,  not  only  has  this  institution  failed  to  move 
forward  on  this  issue,  it  has  actually  taken  steps  backward.  The  student 
in  question,  who  wishes  to  remain  anonymous  for  now,  and  I have  been 
discussing  our  options.  She  has  also  informed  her  father,  a recognized 
leader  and  respected  elder  of  her  tribe,  and  he  is  advising  her  as  well. 

In  the  past  we  have  rallied,  considered  legal  action,  and  organized  e-mail 
campaigns  in  order  to  retain  our  right  to  religious  freedom  at  this 
university.  Although  we  haven't  decided  on  our  final  strategy  for 
tackling  the  issue  at  this  time,  one  thing  is  certain:  Given  the 
University's  inability  to  keep  its  word  unless  it  feels  the  pressure  of 
public  scrutiny,  we  intend  to  bring  this  occurrence  of  SCSU  racism  to  the 
attention  of  the  public.  By  the  time  you  read  this,  half  of  Indian 
Country  will  have  already  done  so. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Robert  Dohn  Callahan 
Isnana  Mani 


"RE : Blackfeet  Seek  Special  Tribal  Border-Crossing"  - 

Date:  Wed,  23  Feb  2000  23:15:56  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Blackfeet  hope  for  special  tribal  border-crossing  station 


World  News  Calgary  Herald  Front  Page 

Blackfeet  hope  for  special  tribal  border-crossing  station  GREAT  FALLS, 
Mont.  (AP)  - Members  of  the  Blackfeet  and  Peigan  Nations  say  they  may  ask 
for  a special  Indians-only  border  crossing  to  help  unite  their  tribes, 
now  divided  by  the  U.S. -Canadian  border. 

More  than  40  leaders  from  the  Blackfeet  Nation  in  the  United  States  and 
the  Peigan  Nation  in  Canada  met  in  Great  Falls  Monday  to  discuss  ways  to 
overcome  the  border  dividing  them.  In  the  1700s,  the  Blackfeet  Nation  and 
the  Peigan  Nation  was  a confederacy  of  three  distinct  tribes  commanding 
land  from  north  of  Edmonton,  south  to  Yellowstone  National  Park  in  the 
United  States,  said  Ken  Talks  About,  a member  of  the  Blackfeet  Tribal 
Business  Council. 

The  tribes  - known  by  different  names  in  the  two  countries  - still  exist 
but  their  dealings  are  hampered  at  the  border  by  vehicle  searches  and 
other  interference  by  customs  officials,  they  said. 

"We  are  segregated  by  a line,"  said  Peter  Strikes  With  a Gun,  chief  of 
the  Peigan  Nation  in  Canada.  "It  has  taken  away  our  relationship." 

William  Old  Chief,  chairman  of  the  Blackfeet  Council  in  Montana,  said  he 
hopes  to  unite  the  tribes  behind  creation  of  some  kind  of  a restricted 
border  crossing,  available  only  for  tribal  members.  The  Mohawk  Tribe  in 
New  York  State  now  has  such  a crossing,  he  said. 

The  special  station  would  reduce  delays  and  cultural  mishaps,  such  as 
female  customs  inspectors  handling  religious  items  that  Blackfeet 
tradition  says  may  be  handled  only  by  men. 

Such  a crossing  would  make  it  easier  for  tribal  members  to  visit 
relatives,  attend  religious  ceremonies  and  develop  joint  business  ventures 
"A  lot  of  the  tribes  in  Canada  are  really  advanced  in  their  economic 
development,"  Old  Chief  said.  "We  want  to  tap  into  that." 
c.  The  Canadian  Press,  2000 

- "RE:  Hopi  Letter  to  UN"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Feb  2000  17:43:58  EST 
From:  Omoya@aol.com 
Sub j : Hopi  letter  to  UN 

February  8,  2000 

HUMAN  RIGHTS 

Office  of  the  UN  High  Commission  for  Human  Rights,  New  York  Office 
Room  S-2914,  United  Nations 
New  York,  New  York  10017 

INDIGENOUS  POPULATIONS 
Mr.  Julian  Burger 

Office  of  the  UN  High  Commission  for  Human  Rights 
UN  Office  in  Geneva,  Room  D413 
8-14,  Avenue  de  la  Paix 
1211  Geneva  10,  Switzerland 

Ms.  Ellen  McGuffie 

Development  and  Human  Rights  Section,  DPI 
Room  S-104CH,  United  Nations 
New  York,  New  York  10017 

To  All  of  the  Above: 

Introduction 

In  northeastern  Arizona,  the  Hopi  villages  surrounded  by  majestic  views, 
are  the  heart  of  Hopi  culture  and  the  center  of  the  Hopi  homeland.  A 
homeland  that  once  extended  to  Mesa  Verde  in  Colorado,  Chaco  Canyon  in 
New  Mexico,  and  Canyon  de  Chelley  now  located  within  the  Navajo 
Reservation  which  has  expanded  over  time  to  encompass  most  of  Hopiland. 
What  is  left  of  the  Hopi  homeland  is  also  the  final  battleground  of 
survival  for  this  ancient  tribe. 

The  Hopi,  peaceful  by  nature,  have  carried  on  their  ancient  way  of  life 


and  culture  for  more  than  2000  years.  The  Hopi  villages  are  regarded  as 
the  oldest,  continuously  occupied  settlements  in  North  America.  On  this 
land,  the  Hopi  have  raised  their  families  and  built  a culture  centered 
around  their  ceremonial  and  traditional  responsibilities.  Despite  the 
challenges  of  modern  society,  the  Hopi  remain  a vibrant  culture  in  every 
way.  The  Hopi  language  is  still  widely  spoken  and  is  at  the  heart  of 
religious  ceremonies  that  date  back  untold  generations  and  are  still 
carried  on  to  this  day.  The  Hopi  extended  family  - relatives  by  blood 
and  clan  - provide  a remarkable  support  system  in  Hopi  society.  Hopi 
artisans  are  world  renowned  for  their  silverwork,  kachina  carvings, 
weaving,  pottery  and  baskets.  Hopi  farmers,  like  their  ancestors, 
continue  to  raise  and  nourish  a variety  of  crops  through  ingenius  dry 
farming  techniques  in  an  environment  that  receives  a meager  8-10  inches 
of  rain  annually. 

However,  since  contact  with  other  peoples  and  cultures,  the  history  of 
the  Hopi  has  been  riddled  with  continued  battles  over  sustaining  their 
culture  and  lands  amidst  a world  marked  by  dramatic  and  rapid  change. 

The  peaceful  nature  of  the  Hopi  did  not  shield  the  Hopi  nor  guard  their 
interests  in  their  homelands.  What  has  resulted  instead,  has  been  a long 
history  of  United  States  government  inaction  to  protect  Hopi  homelands 
and  related  interests  against  corporate  greed  and  the  illegal 
homesteading  of  Hopi  ancestral  lands  by  the  largest  tribe  in  the  United 
States,  the  Navajo.  Over  the  past  decade,  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  waged 
exhausting  and  expensive  legal  and  legislative  fights  over  its  rights  to 
land,  water  and  the  free  exercise  of  religion  against  the  Navajo  Nation, 
Peabody  Coal  Company  and  the  federal  government.  The  latest  Hopi  battle 
is  against  outside  agitators  and  other  foreign  organizations,  who  have 
launched  a campaign  based  upon  racism  and  intolerance  aimed  at  the  Hopi 
people  under  the  guise  of  addressing  their  concerns  regarding  the  Navajo 
Hopi  land  issues.  It  is  a dangerous  campaign  not  only  against  the  Hopi, 
but  against  all  indigenous  peoples  because  if  it  is  tolerated  - it  will 
allow  racist  policies  and  laws  to  override  the  basic  foundation  of 
humanity  for  all  peoples.  We  must  speak  out. 

Puppet  Governments 

Outside  agitators  and  others,  like  to  refer  to  tribal  governments  as 
"puppet"  governments  in  an  attempt  to  undermine  a Tribal  Government's 
authority  and  jurisdiction  over  its  land,  resources  and  people.  It  is  a 
colonial  attitude  rooted  in  a much  darker  time  when  European  colonist 
referred  to  Indians  as  "savages"  and  to  North  America  as  being  "largely 
uninhabited"  as  justification  for  their  land  grabbing  policy  of  "Manifest 
Destiny."  Those  who  now  refer  to  tribal  governments  as  "puppet" 
governments  use  a variant  of  the  same  argument  and  are  really  saying  that 
Indian  nations  (which  number  over  550  in  the  U.S.)  are  incapable  of 
understanding  sovereignty  or  self  governance.  This  conclusion  then  gives 
the  so-called  activist  their  own  reason  to  decide  what  is  best  for  the 
poor  little  uninformed  Indians.  It  is  a racist  attitude  in  the  worst  form. 

The  reality  is  that  tribal  people  are  fully  informed  and  capable  of 
expressing  their  will  through  their  tribal  governments. 

The  Coal  Conspiracy  Theory 

In  the  February  2,  2000  Arizona  Republic  article  "Conspiracy  theories 
still  rage  over  land,"  reporter  Derry  Kammer  writes:  "An  Arizona  Republic 
examination  found  no  direct  evidence  that  Peabody  or  any  other  commercial 
interests  applied  political  muscle  during  the  Navajo-Hopi  fight  in 
Congress.  And  in  the  25  years  since  relocation  became  law,  thousands  of 
Navajos  have  relocated,  but  Peabody  has  not  extended  its  mining  beyond 
the  area  it  leased  in  the  1960's."  During  the  same  week  in  February,  in 
an  interview  on  Arizona  television  , Senator  Don  Kyi  (R  ) of  Arizona 
stated  that  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  issue  had  nothing  to  do  with  Navajo-Hopi 
coal  mining. 

Despite  these  disclaimers,  including  those  of  the  Hopi,  outside 
agitators  and  the  uninformed,  continue  to  use  the  "coal  conspiracy"  theory 
because  it  supports  their  negative  attitudes  about  Indian  people.  Since 
they  see  tribal  governments  as  a meaningless  body,  they  believe  and  urge 


others  to  believe  that  decisions  regarding  the  use  of  tribal  natural 
resources  are  made  and  decided  by  outside  non-Indian  corporations  because 
Indians  are  somehow  not  capable  of  managing  their  own  natural  resources. 

In  fact,  these  so-called  activist  assume  that  a corporation  like  Peabody 
Coal  holds  more  power  and  authority  over  the  natural  resources  of  an 
Indian  reservation  than  the  Indians  do  themselves.  While  the  history  of 
corporate  America  on  this  point  is  not  exactly  "clean/'  in  this  day  and 
age,  the  old  stereotype  of  selling  Manhattan  for  a few  trinkets  is  simply 
inappropriate  in  Indian  country.  However,  in  urging  continued  validity 
for  the  stereotype,  outside  agitators  will  again  attempt  to  position 
themselves  to  think  and  decide  what  is  best  for  Indian  people.  They 
reach  for  support  by  poking  fun  at  a time  in  Indian  history  when 
challenges  such  as  language  barriers,  education,  and  cultural  differences 
were  at  play  and  led  to  unfortunate  results  during  the  early  years  of 
Indian  contact  with  the  outside  world  of  anglo-European  America.  They 
would  like  people  to  think  that  we  have  been  frozen  "dumb"  in  time.  It 
is  also  convenient  for  them  to  rely  on  such  a theory  since  it  is  only  a 
theory  - a thought  in  the  mind  that  requires  no  actual  work  to 
substantiate.  They  mix  fiction  and  fact  and  hope  that  nobody  will  notice 
the  difference.  This  is  easier  then  examining  the  substantive  reasons 
that  underlie  tribal  decisions  on  the  use  of  reservation  resources. 
Perhaps,  it  has  never  occurred  to  these  people  that  Indian  people  might 
actually  desire  to  establish  and  maintain  a tribal  economy  where 
individuals  and  families  can  earn  a living  and  enjoy  a quality  of  life  of 
their  own  choosing.  Perhaps  it  is  relevant  to  understand  that  Indian 
people  want  the  stability  that  comes  from  a solid  economy  and  a working 
government,  stability  in  the  form  of  a nutritious  diet,  quality  health 
care,  law  enforcement,  water,  energy,  roads  and  other  infrastructure. 

These  things  are  possible  only  with  a sound  tribal  economy.  The  Tribe 
and  its  people  must  be  free  to  determine  the  best  way  of  achieving 
economic  goals,  including  the  choice  of  how  to  use  tribal  natural 
resources . 

Genocide 

Outside  agitators  like  to  indiscriminately  throw  around  words  like 
"genocide,"  "ethnocide"  and  other  ominous  buzz  words  to  make  their  cause 
appear  extreme.  Their  use  of  such  words  sounds  the  alarm  and  flags  the 
ever  searching  attention  of  the  media  and  organizations  such  as  the 
United  Nations,  neither  of  whom  can  resist  a "good  story,"  true  or  not, 
in  the  interest  of  selling  a paper  or  supporting  a political  agenda.  In 
fact,  Cedric  Kuwaninvaya  a member  of  the  Hopi  village  of  Sipaulovi  writes, 
"When  the  Special  Rapporteur,  Abdelfattah  Amor,  from  the  United  Nations 
came  to  Arizona  to  meet  with  the  Navajo  resistors,  he  did  not  come  to  the 
Hopi  villages  to  hear  our  side  of  the  story.  In  fact.  Amor  snuck  onto  the 
Hopi  Partitioned  Land  when  he  did  not  even  have  the  courtesy  to  let  the 
Hopi  Tribe  know  that  he  would  be  visiting  the  Hopi  Reservation.  When  I 
learned  from  the  media  that  he  was  already  on  the  HPL,  I and  several 
other  Hopis,  went  to  Big  Mountain  to  convey  the  Hopi  side  of  the  story  to 
Special  Rapporteur  Abdelfattah  Amor.  However,  we  were  turned  away  by  the 
Navajo  resistors  who  hosted  him." 

The  Hopi  have  been  accused  of  practicing  genocide  against  the  Navajo. 
Fortunately,  such  portrayals  are  inaccurate.  Unfortunately,  they  do  much 
to  unnecessarily  add  fuel  to  the  fire  and  they  do  a disservice  to  the 
true  victims  of  genocide  in  the  early  days  of  this  country  and  to  the 
victims  around  the  world  in  modern  and  ancient  times. 

Genocide  - the  deliberate  and  systematic  destruction  of  a racial, 
political  or  cultural  group  - is  an  ugly  word  signifying  the  destruction 
by  death  of  a group  of  people  at  the  hands  of  another  group.  While  the 
Hopi  effort  to  regain  control  of  its  lands  has  been  heated  at  times,  it 
has  been  remarkably  free  of  death.  The  Hopi  have  not  said  that  the 
Navajo  must  die,  only  that  they  must  move  off  of  Hopi  land  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  Hopi  people.  The  Hopi  have  patiently  urged  the 
trespassing  Navajo  to  leave  to  the  Hopi  the  little  land  they  have  left 
and  return  to  the  much  larger  Navajo  reservation.  Contrast  the  1.6 
million  acre  Hopi  Reservation  with  the  immense  17  million  acre  Navajo 


Reservation.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  it  is  the  few  Navajo  who 
remain  on  Hopi  land  who  have  shown  the  most  blatant  contempt  and 
disrespect  for  Hopi  life  and  Hopi  rights.  When  the  Hopi  have  turned  to 
their  lands  for  spiritual  and  physical  sustenance,  it  is  the  Navajo  who 
have  consistently  and  loudly  said  NO.  Historically,  it  was  the  Hopi  farm 
and  field,  the  Hopi  home  and  livestock  that  fell  under  the  torch  and 
knife  of  the  Navajo.  It  was  this  fact,  together  with  the  inability  of 
the  United  States  to  change  this  fact,  that  ultimately  led  to  the 
partitioning  of  Hopi  land  and  the  necessity  of  returning  the  Navajo  back 
to  lands  set  aside  for  their  exclusive  use.  The  word  "genocide"  has  no 
place  in  this  process.  If  anything,  the  Hopi  struggle  to  regain  its  land 
has  reversed  a long  trend  of  disrespect  for  the  Hopi  people  and  their 
basic  property  and  other  human  rights. 

Those  who  cry  genocide  are  only  crying  wolf.  They  vainly  attempt  to 
paint  the  Hopi  as  a third  world  island  in  the  mainstream  of  modern  America 
where  lawlessness  prevails.  The  obvious  response  of  the  general  public 
is  to  say  "Oh  my,  how  can  this  be  happening  in  the  United  States?"  Again, 
through  use  of  a simplistic  inaccurate  caricature,  Indian  people  are  cast 
as  "wild  Indians."  Any  depiction  of  the  Hopi  as  having  less  than  the 
highest  regard  for  human  life  is  offensive  to  the  Hopi  who  believe  that 
everyday  is  a prayer  for  the  continuation  of  life. 

Alleged  Police  Harassment 

Outside  agitators,  having  once  sounded  the  trumpet  of  genocide,  must 
then  create  a police  or  military  state  to  make  their  claim  true.  They 
want  people  to  believe  that  the  Hopi  are  uncivilized  law  breakers.  In 
fact,  they  depict  our  reservation  as  a place  where  anything  goes.  Law 
enforcement  becomes  the  villain  and  allegations  of  police  harassment  and 
abuse  are  thrown  about  indiscriminately.  Again,  they  want  people  to 
think  that  we  are  not  capable  of  thinking  for  ourselves  and  that  the 
police  are  beyond  our  control  and  rule  over  us.  Worse  they  paint  us  as 
knowing  nothing  about  what  is  right  or  wrong.  In  other  words,  we  are 
judged  to  have  no  morals.  By  telling  the  outside  world  that  our  police 
are  harassing  the  Navajo  they  attempt  to  justify  their  need  to  be  on  our 
lands  illegally.  The  truth  is  that  our  law  enforcement  officers,  just 
like  any  others  in  the  country,  must  be  held  up  to  the  highest  standards 
of  the  law.  In  fact,  if  they  break  the  law  - in  our  system  of  governance, 
under  tribal  or  federal  law,  they  must  suffer  the  consequences  just  like 
any  other  citizen.  The  reality  is  that  our  Hopi  law  enforcement  has  a 
responsibility  to  protect  public  safety  and  property,  both  Hopi  and  non- 
Hopi.  The  police  are  here  to  keep  the  peace  and  keep  the  atmosphere  of 
hysteria  drummed  up  by  the  outside  agitators  from  turning  to  violence. 

Our  law  enforcement  and  other  tribal  field  personnel  should  be  thanked 
and  not  ridiculed.  We  owe  them  a debt  of  gratitude  for  doing  what  law 
enforcement  officers  across  the  country  do  on  a daily  basis  - putting 
life  and  limb  on  the  line  for  the  good  of  their  communities. 

Traditionalist  versus  Progressive 

Outside  agitators  like  to  refer  to  Indian  people  as  being  either 
"traditional'  or  "progressive. " The  unspoken  discriminatory  conclusion  is 
that  the  "traditionalist  are  real"  Indians  and  the  only  "true"  voice  of 
the  Tribe  while  the  "progressives"  are  not  only  less  Indian,  but  also 
less  entitled  to  a voice  in  tribal  decisions.  These  definitions  are 
elusive  in  their  meaning  since  they  don't  point  to  any  real  criteria 
concerning  who  qualifies  to  be  a "traditionalist"  or  a "progressive." 

Once  again,  an  attempt  is  made  to  pigeon  hole  and  stereotype  Indian 
people.  In  fact,  every  Native  American  is  both  traditional  and 
progressive  at  the  same  time.  On  Hopi,  many  of  our  most  progressive 
people  are  also  the  most  traditional  - they  carry  on  the  ways  of  the  Hopi 
people  and  are  initiated  or  belong  to  ancient  religious  societies.  Yet, 
they  may  be  highly  educated  and  have  8-5  jobs.  Most  Hopi  people  have 
learned  to  hold  onto  the  best  things  of  Hopi  life,  such  as  traditional 
spiritual  beliefs  and  practices,  while  at  the  same  time,  embracing  the 
best  things  of  the  present  world;  such  as  education,  economic  development, 
and  interaction  with  the  larger  community.  In  doing  so,  the  Hopi 


understand  that  the  history  of  Hopi  is  a history  of  change  and  evolving 
social  and  political  institutions.  Dust  like  a great  river  that  finds  a 
way  to  bend  itself  around  an  immovable  rock  wall,  so  too  have  the  Hopi 
learned  to  reshape  and  bend  themselves  around  new  challenges  such  as 
those  presented  by  the  modern  world.  This  is  the  so-called  "progressive" 
side  of  the  Hopi.  However,  despite  necessary  changes,  the  Hopi  have 
always  remained  anchored  and  focused  on  our  ultimate  destiny  as  a people. 
Our  religion  and  culture  provide  that  anchor  and  focus.  This  is  the 
traditional  side  of  the  Hopi.  Those  who  would  deny  us  the  ability  to 
retain  who  we  are  as  a people  through  our  traditions  while  at  the  same 
time  choosing  to  evolve  our  political  and  social  organizations,  in  a very 
real  sense  deny  us  any  legitimacy  as  a people  at  all.  We  are  told  that 
we  must  be  either  traditional  or  progressive  but  that  we  cannot  be  both. 
As  human  beings,  the  Hopi  reject  the  choice  imposed  by  the  outsider.  We 
instead  choose  to  be  Hopi.  We  live  in  a present  world  which  was  born  in 
and  continues  to  be  influenced  by  a culturally  rich  past.  Labeling 
people  as  being  "traditional"  or  "progressive"  gives  the  outside  agitator 
an  opportunity  to  meddle  in  the  internal  affairs  of  a tribe  by  claiming 
that  he/she  is  looking  out  for  the  "traditionalist."  In  fact,  since 
there  is  no  such  person,  the  outside  agitator  is  simply  a meddler,  a busy 
body,  and  a highly  manipulative  person. 

Summary 

When  you  look  deeper  into  each  point  of  propaganda  advanced  by  these 
outside  agitators,  you  will  find  that  the  underlying  foundation  is  a 
projection  of  their  racist  attitudes  against  native  Americans,  including 
both  the  Hopi  and  Navajo.  Hopi  people  will  always  speak  against  such 
intolerance  because  it  is  not  only  wrong,  but  criminal.  This  is  just  one 
more  way  for  non-Indians  to  assert  domination  over  native  people  in  an 
unwelcome  attempt  to  make  decisions  for  us.  When  legitimate  newspapers, 
like  the  Arizona  Republic's  February  2000  Kammer  Series,  start  to  support 
these  actions  of  intolerance  by  printing  stories  about  it,  they  become  a 
big  part  of  the  problem.  Many  of  us  have  seen  through  the  smokescreen 
and  a few  of  us  have  spoken  out  against  such  intolerance.  We  must 
continue  to  do  so  and  we  hope  the  United  Nations  will  give  us  equal 
opportunity  to  speak  on  these  matters. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Hopi  people, 

Eugene  Kaye 

Chief  of  Staff,  Office  of  the  Chairman 
The  Hopi  Tribe 

U.S  State  Department 

Arizona  Congressional  Delegation 

Hopi  Villages 

Department  of  Natural  Resources,  The  Hopi  Tribe 
A.  Scott  Canty,  General  Counsel,  The  Hopi  Tribe 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians 
Native  American  Rights  Fund 
Omoya/Cyn 


"RE : Trail  of  Dreams"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Feb  2000  11:41:12  -0800  (PST) 

From:  dAVe  burlingame  <davidb@spl .org> 

Sub j : trail  of  dreams 

forgive  me  if  this  has  already  been  covered, 
i'm  including  just  the  url  so  i don't  clog  your  mailbox, 
http : //www. nowtimeprophecies . com/ prod04.htm 
amr,  dAVe 

The  Trail  OF  Dreams 
"A  Walkers  Story" 
by  Michael  Ware 

On  April  21,  2000,  a group  of  walkers  for  world  peace  will  walk  from  the 


Cumberland  Gap  (Penn/W  Virginia)  southward,  winding  through  the 
Appalachian  Trail  to  Dillard  in  North  Georgia.  The  ground  to  be  covered, 
primarily  through  the  Appalachian  Mountains  held  the  dreams  of  your  people 
At  the  northern  end  of  the  journey,  Africans  who  were  enslaved  crossed  the 
mountains  to  slip  silently  into  freedom  on  the  "underground  railroad".  As 
they  journeyed  through  the  mountain  passages  they  looked  for  lighted 
candles  in  the  windows  of  scattered  homes,  and  the  light  of  the  North  Star 
The  light  glowed  like  a star  in  the  dark  of  the  night,  a beacon  of  hope 
and  promise. 

Cautiously,  they  approached  the  houses  and  knocked.  From  behind  the  door 
a voice  rang  out,  "identify  yourself."  And,  the  freedom  seeker's  response, 
"a  friend  of  a friend,"  signaled  a passenger  on  the  underground  railroad, 
a fellow  human  being  of  great  courage  and  strength  seeking  liberty  and  a 
safe  place,  a safe  house,  for  food  and  shelter. 

To  the  southern  end  of  the  mountain  trail  another  group  of  your 
ancestors.  Native  Americans,  used  the  protection  of  the  mountains  to 
shield  them  from  being  submitted  to  the  deadly  and  inhumane  "Trail  of 
Tears".  On  the  Trail  of  Tears  thousands  of  Native  men,  women  and  children 
died  of  disease,  exposure  to  freezing  temperatures,  and  starvation  as  they 
were  marched  to  reservations  in  Oklahoma.  Many  escaped  and  took  refuge  in 

the  security  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains,  often  forming  tribes  of  mixed 

nations . 

The  purpose  of  the  walk.  The  Trail  of  Dreams,  is  to  provide  a ray  of 
hope  and  promise  for  the  new  millennia.  The  children  are  forgetting  to 
dream.  When  the  dreams  cease  then  a people  perish.  The  Trail  of  Dreams 

will  return  the  dreams  to  the  children  and  center  them  in  a new  sense 

connectedness  to  the  Earth  Mother,  history,  and  the  culture  of  a people 
who  dreamed  a better  world  and  risked  everything  to  manifest  a better 
world  for  themselves  and  others  . The  walk  will  provide  an  opportunity  for 
elders  and  youth  to  touch  the  earth  together,  to  walk  in  the  footprints  of 
our  ancestors,  to  provide  a vehicle  for  peace,  unity  and  reconciliation 
among  the  peoples  of  this  world,  and  to  bring  hope.  It  will  provide  an 
opportunity  for  people  (communities,  inner  city  youth,  special  interest 
groups.  ..  everyday  folk)  to  join  hands  for  a new  day  of  manifest  promises 
as  we  enter  a new  age. 

This  Trail  of  Dreams  symbolically  held  the  dreams  of  thousands  of 
Americans  seeking  the  right  to  freedom  and  self  determination.  By  getting 
in  touch  with  our  history  and  honoring  our  past  we  will  come  closer  to  the 
inner  joy  of  self  discovery.  The  Trail  of  Dreams  represents  a journey  into 
unconditional  love  of  ourselves  and  the  world. 

Strategy: 

Monday  through  Thursday  the  through  hikers,  lead  by  Audri  Scott  Williams 
Keeper  of  the  Vision,  will  walk  "hard"  along  the  designated  trail.  On 
Fridays  they  will  come  into  a community  and  speak  at  schools,  community 
based  organizations  and  spiritual  centers.  Members  of  the  group  will  also 
be  available  for  radio  and  TV  interviews.  The  purpose  of  the  community 
effort  is  to  enable  communities  to  participate  in  this  world  peace 
initiative. 

On  Saturdays  and  Sundays  people  from  all  over  the  world  are  invited  to 
walk  with  the  through  hikers  along  the  trail  and  to  camp  out  with  the  team 
Children  and  elders  are  especially  invited  to  participate  in  the  weekend 
events.  Youth  groups  are  being  contacted  across  the  country  to  join  us. 
African  American  and  Native  American  elders  will  lead  and  share  in  the 
ceremonies  to  bless  Mother  Earth  and  honor  the  ancestors  upon  whose  steps 
we  walk. 

The  stories  of  "ordinary  people  engaged  in  extraordinary  expressions  of 
what  it  means  to  be  human,"  are  an  essential  element  of  this  walk. 
Photographs  and  printed  stories  of  our  people  who  open  doorways  to 
unlimited  human  potential  are  to  be  exhibited  on  panels  of  doors  hinged 
together  and  displayed  along  the  trail  during  community  weekend  activities 
These  individuals  will  be  from  all  genders,  races,  generations  and  ethnic 
backgrounds . 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Trail  of  Dreams,  a celebration  will  take  place 
in  the  North  Georgia  mountains.  Following  the  Trail  of  Dreams  the  exhibit. 


"Doorways  to  Unlimited  Human  Potential"  will  tour  the  country  to  be  a 
source  of  motivation  and  inspiration  for  thousands  of  people  who  were  not 
able  to  join  the  Trail  of  Dreams. 

The  Flame  of  the  Candle: 

Along  the  trail  through  hikers  will  recognize  safe  houses,  houses, 
churches,  community  centers  where  they  can  rest,  eat  and  go  in  case  of 
emergencies,  by  the  lighted  candle  in  the  window.  This  concept  is  borrowed 
from  Africans  escaping  the  system  of  slavery  by  way  of  the  underground 
railroad . 

A local  coordinating  team  will  mobilize  communities  to  light  the  candles 
as  a welcoming  when  the  hikers  arrive  in  communities.  The  flames  will  be 
lit  from  the  World  Peace  Flame,  a combined  eternal  flame  lit  from  flames 
on  all  five  continents  by  indigenous  people  permanently  residing  in  Whales 
with  the  Life  Foundation. 

Building  A Global  Community 

The  Trail  of  Dreams  is  about  building  community;  about  igniting  a flame 
of  hope  and  empowerment  for  a world  of  peace  in  the  hearts  of  everyday 
people.  It  is  about  changing  the  world  one  step  at  a time. 

Organizational  Protocol 

Audri  Scott  Williams  is  the  "Keeper  of  The  Vision"  for  the  Trail  of 
Dreams 

An  "Elder  Council"  headed  by  Mountain  Eagle  Woman  is  the  presiding  body 
that  oversees  the  Trail  of  Dreams.  Elders  represent  the  peoples  of  the 
four  directions. 

A "Youth  Council"  headed  by  Michael  Ware  is  the  logistic  team  for  the 
walk.  They  have  already  designed  the  logo  for  the  Trail  of  Dreams.  In 
addition  they  will  provide  outreach  to  youth  throughout  the  world. 

A national  coordinating  team  is  organized  to  make  it  all  come  together 
and  is  answerable  to  the  vision  and  to  the  presiding  councils. 

Local  organizing  committees  are  being  formed  along  the  designated  trail. 

Outcomes 

1.  A primary  outcome  of  the  walk  is  the  development  of  a curriculum  on 
the  role  of  the  red  and  black  people,  blended  in  their  quest  for  freedom 
from  oppression.  It  is  a curriculum  based  on  the  documented  and  oral 
traditions  of  elders.  It  is  a curriculum  that  speaks  to  the  dreams  that 
were  held  safely  within  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Trails,  a Trail  of  Dreams, 
and  beyond.  This  curriculum  will  examine  history  of  the  Native  and  African 
people,  the  role  of  the  environment  and  geography,  and  science  and  math. 

2.  The  Doorways  To  Unlimited  Human  Potential  will  go  on  tour  to  serve  as 
a source  of  inspiration  for  the  world. 

To  Contact  Us 

loin  our  walk  for  a chance  to  change  the  world  one  step  at  a time.  For 
more  information  please  contact  me,  Audri  Scott  Williams,  at 
aewnowtime@aol.com  or  202-722-0165  770-498-0613 

Trail  of  Dreams 

You  want  to  be  a part  of  the  Trail  of  Dreams?  Here  is  how 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  assist  in  the  following  areas: 

Local  Community  Organizing  efforts  to  bring  awareness  and  facilitate 
local  support  for  the  Trail  of  Dreams  especially  in  the  targeted  cities  of 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania;  Harper's  Ferry,  West  Virginia;  Asheville,  North 
Carolina;  Cherokee,  North  Carolina;  and  Dillard,  Georgia.  We  also  want  to 
organize  local  communities  to  bus  children  to  various  parts  of  the  trail 
to  have  the  actual  experience  of  touching  the  earth  and  participating  in 
ceremony,  storytelling  and  celebration  with  the  elders. 

Organizing  of  special  interest  groups  to  participate  in  the  walk: 

African  American  and  Native  American  groups,  labor  unions,  churches  and 
spiritual  centers,  colleges  and  universities,  fraternities  and  sororities, 
youth  groups,  athletic  associations,  medical  associations,  historical 
societies,  gay  and  lesbian  organizations,  civil  liberties  groups,  , etc. 


Publicity  and  public  awareness  campaigns.  We  need  media  coverage  to  get 
the  word  of  the  walk  out  to  as  many  groups  as  possible. 

Solicitation  of  grants  and  sponsors  to  assist  in  covering  the  costs  and 
or  products  and  services  needed  for  the  walk;  doorways  to  Dreams;  and 
curriculum  development  efforts. 

Logistics  coordinators  to  map  the  walk  and  assist  in  coordinating  the 
activities  and  routing  of  people  and  equipment. 

Promoter  to  assist  in  the  sacred  concerts  and  artists  exhibits 
throughout  the  walk. 

Walkers.  Those  interested  in  walking  part  or  all  of  the  trail,  need 
access  to  suggested  equipment  lists,  information  on  preparatory  walks 
leading  up  to  the  big  event,  safety  courses  and  bonding  opportunities  for 
the  walkers. 

Clerical  and  administrative  support. 

Medical  support  teams  to  support  the  walkers  and  those  joining  us  at  the 
targeted  cities 

Mobile  unit  to  support  the  walkers  with  equipment,  safety  and  food 
supplies 

Advance  team  to  prepare  targeted  communities  for  the  arrival  of  the 
walkers  and  weekend  activities 

Sign  up  to  assist  us  with  one  of  the  following  committees: 

Media  and  Public  Relations 

Fundraising  /Corporate  Sponsors 

Medical  and  Safety 

Outreach:  Colleges  & Universities 

Outreach:  Youth  Organizations 

Outreach:  Churches  & Religious  Organizations 

Outreach:  Sororities  & Fraternities 

Outreach:  Labor  Unions 

Outreach:  All  Other 

Outreach:  Museum  Groups 

Transportation 

Logistics 

The  Projected  Trail 

Week  1:  April  21  thru  April  28,  2000  **Harrisburg,  PA  to  *Flarpers  Ferry,  WV 
(Approx.  95  miles) 

Week  2 & 3:  April  30  thru  May  10  Harper  Ferry,  WV  to  Staunton,  VA 
(Approx. 125  miles) 

Week  4:  May  12  thru  May  18  Staunton,  VA  to  *Roanoke,  VA  (Approx.  90  miles) 

Week  5:  May  21  thru  May  28  Roanoke,  VA  to  Fries,  VA  (Approx.  95  miles) 

Week  6:  May  31  thru  Dune  9 Fries,  VA  to  *Dohnson  City,  TN 

(Approx.  125  miles) 

Week  7:  Dune  11  thru  Dune  17  Dohnson  City,  TN  to  *Asheville,  NC 
(Approx.  63  miles) 

Week  8:  Dune  18  thru  Dune  23  Ashville,  NC  to  **Dillard,  GA 
(Approx.  84  miles) 

Total  Approximate  Miles:  677 
* Cities  where  celebrations  will  occur 
**  Cities  where  the  Trail  of  Dreams  begins  & ends 
To  Contact  Us 

For  more  information  please  contact,  Audri  Scott  Williams,  at 
aewnowtime@aol.com  or  202-722-0855  or 
visit  us  at  our  web  site: 
www . nowtimeprophecies . com 

Copyright  c.  1999  NOWTIME  Publications,  Inc. 
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"RE : Pressure  Mounts  for  RCMP  Inquiry"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Feb  2000  09:07:06  -0600 
From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

Sub j : Pressure  mounts  for  RCMP  inquiry  (fwd) 

- - Forwarded  message  — 


Date:  Mon,  21  Feb  2000  18:28:44  -0800 
From:  Chris  <christophermorabito@home. com> 
sovernet-l@lists . speakeasy.org 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Sask.  justice  minister  waits  for  RCMP  investigation 
CBC  WebPosted  Mon  Feb  21  20:19:07  2000 

SASKATOON  - The  pressure  is  on  Saskatchewan's  minister  of  justice  to 
launch  a public  inquiry  into  how  Saskatoon  police  deal  with  native  people. 

Calls  for  an  inquiry  come  from  aboriginal  groups.  Recently,  the  frozen 
bodies  of  two  aboriginal  men  were  found  in  Saskatoon  five  days  apart.  The 
RCMP  are  looking  into  those  deaths.  But  two  other  deaths  have  been  added  to 
the  investigation:  one  over  the  weekend,  another  that  happened  in  January. 

But  Chris  Axworthy,  the  province's  minister  of  justice,  said  on  Monday 
that  until  the  criminal  investigation  and  any  potential  trials  are  over, 
there  won't  be  any  public  inquiry. 

"The  allegations  are  allegations  and  the  RCMP  will  decide  if  a charge 
should  be  laid.  It's  important  to  proceed  on  a step-by-step  basis," 

Axworthy  said. 

Axworthy  said  any  decisions  on  charges  will  be  left  up  to  the  RCMP.  He 
said  aboriginal  leaders  shouldn't  be  concerned  that  the  RCMP  has  taken 
over  the  police  investigation. 

"There's  no  grounds  for  questioning  the  credibility  or  the  effectiveness 
of  the  RCMP,"  Axworthy  said. 

The  man  who  died  on  Saturday  was  arrested  on  Friday  night  for  drunkenness 
Saskatoon  Police  Sgt.  Glenn  Thomson  said  after  the  man  sobered  up  in  a cell 
he  was  sent  home  by  cab.  His  body  was  found  in  the  bedroom  of  his  apartment 
the  next  morning.  An  autopsy  will  be  conducted  this  week. 

The  RCMP  is  also  looking  into  the  case  of  another  aboriginal  man  found 
frozen  to  death  a few  blocks  from  his  home  on  Dan.  19.  There  are  reports  he 
may  also  have  been  in  police  custody  the  same  day  he  was  found  dead.  RCMP 
won't  confirm  that. 

The  Mounties  were  called  in  last  week  to  investigate  the  deaths  of  two 
aboriginal  men  whose  bodies  were  found  outside  the  city  on  Dan.  29  and 
Feb.  3. 

Since  then,  another  aboriginal  man,  Darrell  Night,  has  said  that  two 
police  officers  drove  him  to  the  same  area,  took  away  his  coat--  even 
though  the  temperature  was  well  below  zero--  and  told  him  to  get  out  of 
town . 

Saskatoon's  Police  Chief,  Dave  Scott,  said  he  had  no  reason  to  link  the 
deaths  with  the  complaint  by  Night. 

The  two  officers  involved  in  Night's  complaint  came  forward  last  Monday 
of  "their  own  free  will,"  and  were  suspended  for  30  days. 

Last  week,  Lawrence  Joseph  of  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian 
Nations  said  reports  of  police  harassing  aboriginals  and  dropping  them  off 
on  the  outskirts  of  Saskatoon  are  nothing  new.  He  said  Night's  experience 
was  not  an  isolated  incident  and  the  problem  is  widespread. 

"This  is  nothing  short  of  blatant  abuse  of  authority,  abuse  of  power,  and 
anybody  who  takes  their  dog  out  like  that  would  be  charged,"  said  Joseph. 

"RE : Supreme  Court  Lets  Child  Custody  Ruling  Stand"  

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  23  Feb  2000  23:15:51  EST 

Sub j : Supreme  Court  lets  Native  child  custody  ruling  stand 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Supreme  Court  lets  Native  child  custody  ruling  stand 
By  DAVID  WHITNEY 

Scripps-McClatchy  Western  Service 
February  22,  2000 

WASHINGTON  - The  Supreme  Court  said  Tuesday  that  it  will  not  review  a 
state  court  ruling  giving  Alaska  Native  tribes  equal  standing  with  the 


state  to  decide  child  custody  disputes  between  tribal  members. 

The  high  court's  ruling,  without  comment,  leaves  intact  a 3-2  Alaska 
Supreme  Court  decision  from  September  that  the  226  villages  recognized  as 
tribes  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  have  self-government  powers, 
including  the  power  to  decide  child  custody  disputes  through  tribal 
courts . 

The  opinion  by  Justice  Dana  Fabe  vacated  a ruling  by  a Fairbanks 
Superior  Court  judge  that  granted  sole  custody  of  two  children  to  their 
father,  John  Baker,  despite  an  earlier  Northway  tribal  court's  decision 
giving  Baker  and  the  children's  mother,  Anita  John,  joint  custody. 

Writing  for  the  majority,  Fabe  said  that  all  tribal  powers  were  not 
extinguished  by  last  year's  pivotal  Venetie  decision  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court.  The  Venetie  case  dealt  with  whether  Natives  had  self-government 
powers  over  lands  conveyed  to  them  under  the  1971  Alaska  Native  Claims 
Settlement  Act,  and  the  high  court  said  they  don't. 

The  power  to  decide  internal  domestic  matters  is  derived  from  other 
state  and  federal  law,  the  state  Supreme  Court  said.  That  interpretation 
had  been  supported  by  Native  advocacy  groups,  including  the  Native 
American  Rights  Fund  and  the  Alaska  Inter-Tribal  Council,  and  the  state 
and  federal  governments. 

But  Alaska  Chief  Justice  Warren  Matthews  wrote  a strongly  worded  dissent 
contending  that  the  majority  opinion  means  that  Alaska  law  no  longer 
applies  equally. 

"Today's  opinion  changes  Alaska  society,"  Matthews  wrote  in  the  97-page 
dissent.  "The  doors  of  Alaska's  courts  will  no  longer  be  open  to  all 
Alaskans . " 

A petition  asking  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to  review  the  ruling  was  filed 
by  lawyers  for  Baker,  who  contended  that  tribes  don't  exist  in  Alaska 
because  the  Interior  Department  did  not  follow  the  law  when  it  published 
the  1993  list  of  villages  it  was  recognizing  as  tribes. 

Alaska  Gov.  Tony  Knowles  urged  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  not  to  take  the 
case. 

In  its  brief,  the  Knowles  administration  said  the  case  could  disrupt  the 
governor's  effort  to  work  cooperatively  with  Natives  in  the  aftermath  of 
last  year's  Venetie  case. 

Fabe's  opinion  "significantly  advances  the  prospects  for  more 
cooperative,  effective,  non-duplicative  working  relations  between  state 
and  tribal  courts  in  Alaska,"  the  governor's  brief  said. 

Anchorage  attorney  Don  Mitchell,  who  wrote  the  petition  for  Baker,  said 
Tuesday's  announcement  by  the  high  court  was  "unfortunate." 

But  Mitchell  said  he  was  not  surprised  by  the  high  court's  decision  not 
to  review  the  case,  particularly  when  the  governor  was  urging  the  justices 
to  reject  it. 

"It  is  important  to  understand  that  in  denying  the  petition  the  court  is 
expressing  no  view  on  it,"  Mitchell  said. 

(David  Whitney  writes  for  McClatchy  Newspapers  Washington  Bureau.) 

"RE : Saskatchewan  Natives  Demand  Public  Inquiry"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Feb  2000  08:10:38  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  02-28-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Saskatchewan  natives  demand  public  inquiry 
c.  CBC 

Feb  27  2000 

PRINCE  ALBERT  - More  native  people  in  Saskatchewan  are  coming  forward  with 
stories  of  police  brutality.  Several  police  forces  have  been  rocked  by 
allegations  of  racism  since  an  investigation  was  launched  into  the 
freezing  deaths  of  two  native  men  in  Saskatoon. 

Vigils  were  held  in  two  cities  Saturday  night,  renewing  calls  for  a 


public  inquiry  into  how  the  justice  system  treats  native  people. 

About  400  people  attended  a vigil  in  Saskatoon.  They  want  a probe  into  all 
aspects  of  the  criminal  justice  system.  Native  leaders  say  it's  the  only 
way  to  clear  the  air. 

Perry  Bellegarde  is  chief  of  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian 
Nations.  He  led  the  call  for  a wider-ranging  inquiry.  "We  have  to  have  that 
because  no  police  force  can  operate  with  that  veil  or  that  cloud  over  it. 
Nobody  can  operate  like  that.  And  everybody  has  to  feel  secure  that 
something  will  be  done/'  he  said. 

As  Bellegarde  spoke,  a similar  event  was  taking  150  kilometres  north  in 
Prince  Albert.  Several  native  people  came  forward  with  stories  of  police 
brutality. 

Ira  Ahenakew  says  he's  been  beaten  up  by  the  police.  "There  are  only 
certain  policemen  that  are  doing  wrong,  but  there  is  a lot  of  good  ones. 

But  a person  nowadays  doesn't  feel  safe  getting  into  a police  car  by 
himself,  or  with  a witness,  or  just  walking  around." 

Many  speakers  said  they  haven't  told  their  stories  before,  because  they 
didn't  think  police  would  investigate.  And  they  thought  others  wouldn't 
believe  them.  But  now  that  people  are  listening,  they  say  they'll  keep 
talking  until  they  get  some  results. 

"RE : Reminder:  Anna  Mae  is  Found. . .Dead"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Feb  2000  15:00:27  -0800 
From:  "antoinette"  <anampress@mindspring. com> 

Sub j : annie  mae  is  found... dead 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

"On  february  24,  1976  the  temperature  climbed  from  freezing  to  above, 
bringing  an  early  thaw  to  the  bleak  northeastern  corner  of  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

Cattle  rancher  Roger  AMiott  went  to  work  lining  up  a new  fence,  moving 
slowly,  wary  of  the  mud  left  by  the  receding  snow.  He  was  working  his  way 
along  a dry  creek  bed  about  mid  afternoon  when  he  saw  the  body. 

She  was  still  dressed  in  a wine  colored  sky  jacket,  jeans  and  blued 
clothed  shoes,  but  she  had  been  there  at  least  several  days  and  had  begun 
to  rot.  Her  face  was  blackened  and  some  features  had  been  nibbled  away  by 
prairie  animals,  the  dead  woman  was  30  year  old  Anna  Mae  (Pictou)  Aquash, 
an  important  organizer  in  the  American  Indian  Movement..." 

from  Rolling  Stone  Mag. 

April  7,  1977 

A rancher  found  a decomposing  body  near  riverbed  in  Wanblee.  He  reported 
to  the  BIA  police  the  find.  A half  hour  later  several  FBI  and  tribal  police 
arrive  to  shuffle  the  body  of  this  young,  dark  haired  Indian  woman  to  the 
Pine  Ridge  Public  Health  Hospital.  It  was  there  that  a BIA  pathologist 
performed  an  autopsy  concluding  that  the  woman  had  died  from  exposure.  The 
blood  seeping  from  the  back  of  her  head  was  ignored.  Her  hands  were  severed 
and  sent  to  FBI  headquarters  in  Washington,  D.C.  a day  AFTER  she  was 
buried.  Fingerprinting  was  perhaps  too  difficult  a task??  the  body  was 
buried  in  an  unmarked  grave  with  a death  warrant  reading  "Dane  Doe." 

Though  there  were  many  people  present  who  could  have  identified  Annie  Mae, 
no  one  came  forward,  no  one  spoke.  Not  even  the  nurse  who  saw  the  blood  and 
injury  to  annie  mae's  head.  No  one  said  a thing. 

One  week  after  "Dane  Doe"  was  buried,  Annie  Mae's  sister  Mary  requested 
through  WKLDOC  lawyers  the  body  to  be  exhumed.  Annie  Mae  had  been  missing 
and  people  were  suspecting  the  worse.  The  body  was  immediately  identified 
by  her  friends  as  that  of  Annie  Mae.  On  March  10,  1976  an  independent 
autopsy  was  accomplished  by  Gary  Peterson.  His  report  read: 

"...on  the  posterior  neck... is  a 4mm.  perforation  ot  the 
skin ...  surrounding  this  is  an  area  of  reddish  discoloration,  removed  from 
the  brain  is  a metallic  pellet ...  consistent  with  lead." 


ANNIE  MAE  HAD  BEEN  MURDERED  at  close  range  with  a .32  caliber  handgun,  shot 
execution  style  in  the  back  of  the  head.... 


In  a heated  encounter  with  one  of  the  murderers  Robert  Pictou  Branscombe  is 
told  "yea.  She  wanted  to  pray,  for  her  daughters.  But  we  blew  her  away 
before  she  could" 

and  i want  to  know 
who  took  her 
down 

will  look  into  their  faces 
hold  them  by  their  throats 
i will  do  the  talking 
she  cannot  breath 
no  reprieve 

forget?  no  one  will  forget...." 

from  WHO  WOULD  UNBRAID  HER  HAIR:the  legend  of  annie  mae.  by 

antoinette  claypoole 

see : www.dickshovel . com/ clay 5 . html 

for  more  info  about  annie  mae,  archives  and  links  to  honoring  pages. 

"RE : Peltier  Awareness  Tour"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Feb  2000  18:24:17  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Peltier  Awareness  Tour 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

(Please  Forward  Widely) 

LEONARD  PELTIER  AWARENESS  TOUR 

HELP  SPREAD  THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  THE  PELTIER  CASE 

AND  THE  PINE  RIDGE  "REIGN  OF  TERROR" 

Global  Exchange,  a non-profit  human  rights  organization  dedicated  to 
raising  awareness  and  people  to  people  ties  around  the  world,  is 
sponsoring  an  awareness  campaign  to  help  build  support  and  knowledge 
around  the  Leonard  Peltier  case  during  this  critical  time  in  the  fight  for 
his  release.  lean  Day,  a spokesperson  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  and  long  life  advocate  for  Native  rights,  is  currently  available 
to  visit  your  community,  school,  church,  or  union  to  speak  about  the 
Peltier  case  and  the  realities  on  Pine  Ridge  during  the  era  from  which 
Leonard's  case  stems.  She  will  speak  about  the  repressive  conditions  the 
Native  people  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  endured  during  the  "Reign  of 
Terror"  and  of  the  wrongful  incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier.  She  will 
also  discuss  the  facts  surrounding  the  case,  long  withheld  from  the  public, 
which  support  Leonard's  innocence. 

lean  Day  has  a personal  connection  to  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier.  She 
was  an  active  member  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  during  the  "Reign  of 
Terror"  and  saw  many  of  her  friends  and  family  killed,  disappeared, 
threatened  and  harassed  during  what  some  consider  to  be  the  largest 
headhunt  of  political  leaders  and  most  serious  case  of  repression  against 
Native  Americans  in  modern  decades.  Though  silenced  in  the  past  due  to 
fear  of  the  FBI  following  through  with  its  threats  to  her  and  her  family, 
lean  is  now  prepared  to  speak  out  and  share  the  truth  about  the 
mistreatment  she  and  many  others  have  had  to  live  with  for  so  long.  She 
is  an  advocate  for  the  immediate  release  of  Leonard  Peltier  and  can 
provide  a current  analysis  of  the  case.  As  a member  of  the  Ho-Chunk 
Nation,  lean  now  works  as  a Guardian  at  Litum  for  Native  American  children. 

She  also  has  experience  working  in  legislative  planning  and  with  youth  in 
correctional  facilities  as  a counselor.  She  is  a certified  Lay  Advocate 
and  has  jurisdiction  in  Tribal  Courts.  lean  holds  a BS  in  Sociology  and 
an  MS  in  Human  Development  and  Community  Resources  from  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-Stevens  Point. 


PROGRAM:  We  envision  a typical  program  to  be  a talk  by  lean  followed  by  a 
question  and  answer  session.  Some  groups  may  wish  to  host  a reception 
before  or  after  the  event.  Other  engagements  such  as  local  radio  shows, 
media  interviews,  fundraising  events  for  the  LPDC,  and  small  group 
discussions  are  also  a welcome  addition  prior  to  a larger  program.  If 
desired,  we  can  also  provide  short  video  clips  to  help  with  case 
background.  It  may  also  help  to  show  a video  on  the  case  to  generate 
interest  and  support  some  time  before  the  speaking  engagement.  Contact 
the  LPDC  to  find  out  how  to  get  "Incident  at  Oglala"  by  Robert  Redford  if 
interested . 

WE  ARE  ASKING  HOSTS  TO: 

^Provide  suitable  venue  arrangements  (location  and  equipment  for  the 
event) . 

^Provide  hospitality  for  our  speaker,  including  food,  lodging  (home  stay 
is  fine) 

^Provide  transportation  to  and  from  the  airport  and  other  events. 

^Publicize  events  to  your  local  media  and  within  your  community.  Global 
Exchange  can  assist  with  this. 

WE  WILL  BE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR: 

^Travel  arrangements  and  expenses 

^Providing  literature  and  related  materials  on  the  case 
^Partial  responsibility  for  publicity 

To  book  an  event  please  call  Global  Exchange;  contact  Shannon  Wolfe  in  the 
Speakers  Bureau  via  phone  at  extension  352  or  email: 
shannon@globalexchange.org 

FUNDING:  We  are  requesting  a $1000  honorarium  for  college  campus  speaking 
engagements.  (If  such  funds  are  not  available,  this  amount  can  be 
negotiated  depending  on  travel  cost).  We  understand  that  some  groups  can 
provide  more  support  than  others  can.  It  is  our  experience  that  seeking 
co-sponsorship  amongst  other  departments  and  organizations  helps  to  share 
cost  and  host  responsibilities  as  well  as  generates  a larger  audience  for 
the  event. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Feb  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Last  week  I passed  along  a plea  for  help  from  inmates  at  Washington 
State  Reformatory.  At  the  time,  I had  not  definitely  confirmed  that 
matters  were  quite  as  stated  in  the  note,  and  I'm  not  nearby  and 


couldn't  do  so  personally.  So  I wrote  to  a couple  of  friends  local  to 
the  area.  Two  confirmed  that  things  are  "bad/'  but  didn't  know  details. 

They're  checking  further.  But  one  note  struck  me  because  it's  a note 
from  somebody  no  longer  inside.  Below,  I've  attached  that  note  to 
remind  us  of  just  what  kind  of  place  Washington  State  Reformatory  has 
been.  Because  I don't  want  to  be  responsible  for  reprisals,  I've 
removed  the  name  of  the  writer  and  blurred  a couple  of  identifying 
details . 

What  can  be  done?  The  state  courts  already  condemned  the  prison's 
activities  23  years  ago  and  demanded  redress.  Didn't  do  a lot  of 
lasting  good,  did  it?  So  another  court  case,  unless  it's  a criminal  one 
that  puts  those  administrators  behind  bars  themselves  as  an  example, 
would  seem  fruitless.  I don't  believe  these  prison  administrators  are 
going  to  respond  to  letters. 

Perhaps  letters  to  the  editor  of  Washington  state  newspapers  would 
help.  Letters  to  the  governor  might  create  political  pressure.  Tribal 
peoples  near  the  prisons  could  attempt  to  volunteer  to  work  with  the 
prisoners.  The  closer  we  can  get  to  having  some  tribal  group  directly 
involved  inside  that  prison,  the  more  likely  the  prisoners  are  to  be 
treated  at  least  humanely, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 

Original  Message  

From: 

To:  jansatlcom . net@mindspring.com 

Sent:  Wednesday,  February  23,  2000  5:14  AM 

Subject:  Re:  Washington  State  Reformatory 


lanet. 

In  regards  to  the  below  post  I thought  you  may  want  to  know  some 
history  about  WA  State  attitude  regarding  Native  American  spiritually, 
religious  beliefs  and  their  rights. 

In  1977  Washington  State  Penitentiary  (WSP)  Native  Americans  won  a 
law  suit  to  allow  them  to  possess  sacred  items  and  to  practice  their 
religious  beliefs.  At  their  own  expense  (unlike  Christian  inmates)  WSP 
inmates  paid  a Montana  Medicine  Mans  expenses  so  that  he  could  come  and 
instruct  them. 

The  guards  made  it  difficult,  resisting  every  step.  They  ridiculed 
these  naked  savages  practicing  their  heathen  religion.  In  that  same 
year  Sgt.  Cross,  a WSP,  guard  kicked  that  Inipi  down  and  urinated  on 
the  Grandfathers . One  year  later  this  same  Sgt.  Cross  attacked  two 
native  americans  (the  Simmons  brothers)  grabbing  them  from  behind.  The 
brothers  not  knowing  who  the  attacker  was, reacted  in  self  defense, 
resulting  in  Sgt.  Cross's  death,  stabbed  four  times  in  the  heart. 

What  followed  was  an  18  month  lock  down  the  longest  in  the  history 
of  WSP.  All  prisoners  where  locked  down  as  cell  by  cell  they  were 
stripped  of  all  personal  possessions  family  photos  etc  and  beaten  with 
the  cry  remember  Sgt.  Cross.  28  Native  Americans  & 11  supporters 
involved  in  the  law  suit  to  establish  Native  Americans  right  to  pray 
were  singled  out  and  placed  in  segregation.  The  Simmons  brothers  and 
eight  others  were  placed  in  sensory  depravation  cell  (which  ludge  Tanner 
of  the  4th  district  federal  court  later  likened  to  the  tiger  cages  of 
Vietnam).  The  lock  down  in  segregation  lasted  two  and  a half  years. 
During  that  time  there  were  no  hot  meals,  no  clean  bedding  no  clean 
clothing,  no  showers,  no  soap,  no  reading  material  no  running  water,  no 
mail  no  nothing.  The  tier  outside  the  cells  an  open  sewer.  The  Natives 
in  segregation  received  regular  severe  beatings  while  chained  and 
handcuffed  to  the  bars  with  lead  filled  nightsticks  and  sap  gloves,  one 
inmate  Karl  Harp  (a  non  native)  had  a nightstick  shoved  up  his  anus  with 
such  ferocity  that  it  left  2 inch  splinters  2 feet  up  in  his  anus.  A 
federal  jury  in  Tacoma  ruled  that  did  not  constitute  brutality,  he  was 
found  hung  in  his  cell  following  his  lawsuit.  George  Simmons  was  beaten 
daily  for  over  two  years.  The  only  time  he  ever  saw  light  or  heard  a 


sound  in  his  sensory  depravation  cell  was  when  15  guards  in  full  body 
armor  came  into  his  cell  to  beat  him.  At  one  point  the  inmates  were  so 
enraged  by  the  beatings  and  lack  of  medical  attention,  (several  of  the 
brothers  including  George  were  suffering  from  severe  internal  bleeding) 
that  they  destroyed  their  cells  ripping  steel  toilets  and  bunks  off  of 
the  wall.  15  of  them,  self  mutilated  badly  enough  to  require  being 
taken  off  of  prison  grounds  to  the  local  hospital  so  that  they  could 
bring  attention  to  the  conditions  in  segregation.  After  over  two  and  a 
half  years  the  native  brothers  in  segregation  won  their  lawsuit  Dudge 
Tanner  ordered  the  end  of  the  lock  down  and  ordered  that  holes  be  cut  in 
the  outer  solid  steel  doors  of  the  sensory  depravation  cells  to  allow 
light  and  sound  to  enter  them  . He  also  ordered  that  segregation 
inmates  receive  hot  meals  showers  and  basic  human  necessities,  including 
a minimum  of  one  hour  out  of  the  6x9  cells.  After  over  two  years  of 
beatings  George  did  not  look  human  swollen  misshapen  bones  purple  and 
green.  Within  two  weeks  naked  without  a thing  in  his  cell  George 
Simmons  was  murdered  in  his  locked  cell  at  approx.  4 AM.  Eventually 
the  Simmons  brothers  was  found  innocent  of  all  charges  related  to  Sgt. 
Cross's  death.  George's  brother  is  now  free  in  CA. 

These  things  are  not  the  exaggerations  of  a convict.  They  are  a 
matter  of  record  in  the  Federal  court.  The  Seattle  Times  reported  as 
much  of  this  as  they  were  allowed  to.  There  are  photos  and  records. 

This  is  part  of  what  I know  of  the  history  of  Washington  State's  prisons 
systems  relationship  with  native  people  I know  these  things  to  be 
true.  I have  the  scars  of  a silver  dollar  sized  hole  in  my  skull,  the 
scars  of  having  my  nose  ripped  away  from  my  face  I have  the  broken 
bones,  I have  the  dents  of  night  sticks  in  my  skull.  I was  in  a cell 
close  enough  to  George's  that  I saw  who  entered  my  brothers  cell  that 
morning  and  who  left  after  he  was  dead. 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Feb  2000  00:40:44  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Feb.  16,  1900. 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Oh,  slow  to  smite  and  swift  to  spare. 
Gentle,  and  merciful,  and  just! 

Who,  in  the  fear  of  God,  didst  bear 
The  sword  of  power,  a nation's  trust! 

Pure  was  thy  life;  its  bloody  close 

Hath  placed  thee  with  the  sons  of  light. 
Among  the  noble  host  of  those 

Who  perished  in  the  cause  of  right. 

-W.C.  BRYANT. 


THE  WAY  NOT  TO  GET  A POSITION. 


One  of  the  strongest  and  most  helpful  lectures  we  have  had  for  a long 
time  was  given  before  our  student  body  last  December  by  a merchant  of 
that  great  metropolis  of  our  country  - New  York  City. 

Mr.  C.E.  Wilde,  with  forty  years'  experience  as  business  man,  said 
this  about  a boy  who  went  to  A.T.  Stewart's  great  store  to  get 
employment : 

It  was  a dudish  son  of  a Congressman  who  applied  for  a position. 

He  came  with  a letter  from  a prominent  New  York  house. 

Mr.  Stewart  handed  him  over  to  Mr.  Wilde,  who  stood  next  in  authority 
to  Mr.  Stewart  himself,  in  the  great  store. 

"When  do  you  wish  to  begin?"  asked  Mr.  Wilde. 

"Ah!"  said  the  young  man  with  hair  parted  in  the  middle,  and  wearing  a 
dress  suit,  patent  leathers  and  carrying  a high  silk  hat  and  a cane. 
"What  are  the  hours?" 

He  was  told  the  hours. 

"Well,  where  do  I begin?" 

"In  the  sub-basement,"  replied  Mr.  Wilde. 

The  dude  winced  and  said: 

"Begin  in  the  sub-basement?  Why,  my  father  has  given  me  a $6,000 
education . " 

Mr.  Wilde  told  the  story  to  illustrate  how  young  men  who  go  out  from 
school  usually  wish  to  begin  at  the  top,  but  when  they  do  they  soon  go 
down  to  the  bottom  and  stay  there. 

And  then  his  advice  to  the  young  man  who  has  no  money  at  the  end  of 
his  school  period  was: 

It  is  no  disgrace  in  America  to  be  poor.  Depend  on  your  own  right  arm 
- NOT  on  some  one  BACKING  you.  Swim  without  a CORK  under  you. 

The  young  men  and  young  women  of  our  graduating  class  soon  to  go  out 
in  the  world  may  profit  by  his  advice. 

Mr.  Wilde  further  said: 

A flood  wave  of  dishonesty  is  sweeping  over  our  land.  Dishonesty  in 
high  places  is  raging.  Men  of  exalted  positions  are  becoming  victims 
and  being  ruined. 

There  is  a lot  of  COURAGE  abroad  - natural  courage,  but  MORAL  courage 
is  a much  rarer  quality. 

Young  men  are  wanted  who  will 

FIGHT  AGAINST  THE  SALOON; 

DARE  TO  DO  RIGHT; 

PROTECT  THE  AMERICAN  SABBATH. 

College  graduates  are  well  enough  he  insinuated,  but  PATRIOTIC, 

LIBERTY  LOVING  YOUNG  MEN  are  wanted. 

Mr.  Wilde  was  asked  by  a Methodist  Bishop  once  upon  a time  from  what 
college  did  he  graduate,  and  responded  that  the  nearest  he  ever  come  to 
a college  was  once  while  on  a train  going  at  a speed  of  forty  miles  an 


hour  he  put  his  head  out  to  secure  a good  view  of  the  placed  of 
learning.  Nevertheless , he  would  have  entered  college  later  in  life  had 
his  business  released  him  long  enough  to  have  taken  the  course. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  when  Mr.  Wilde  applied  to  A.T.  Stewart  for 
a position  in  his  store,  he  was  a little  boy  from  the  country,  and  he 
was  told,  only  five  out  of  every  hundred  boys  who  applied  succeeded,  and 
with  the  courage  of  a lion  he  said: 

"THEN  I WILL  BE  ONE  OF  THE  FIVE." 


(page  2) 
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Stiya,  one  of  our  Pueblo  girls  who  went  home  some  time  ago,  and  was 
greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her,  has  died.  We  have  not  the 
particulars . 

Felipa  Amago  joined  her  sister,  Mistica,  at  our  school  last  Sunday. 
Felipa  came  direct  from  Los  Angeles  where  she  attended  school  a short 
time.  She  gave  up  her  position  as  assistant  matron  at  Perris  school  in 
order  to  advance  in  her  studies,  and  hopes  to  stay  at  Carlisle  until  she 
graduates.  She  was  also  a member  of  the  mandolin  club  at  Perris.  We 
expect  good  things  of  her. 

The  leading  feature  of  the  Standard  program  last  Friday  night,  was  a 
debate  on  the  question:  "Resolved,  That  an  income  tax  should  be  created 
by  Congress."  and  after  a very  lively  discussion  the  judges  rendered 
their  decision  in  favor  of  the  advocates  of  the  income  tax.  The 
proceedings  of  the  evening  show  that  the  members  take  a great  deal  of 
interest  in  society  work  and  they  deserve  credit. 

Many  pupils  are  still  weak  in  their  language  work.  None  such  will  be 
allowed  to  take  class  standing  until  their  defects  are  mastered.  Hard 
work  is  the  only  thing  that  will  give  such  a satisfactory  standing.  The 
pupil  who  does  not  read,  and  does  not  try  to  formulate  and  express  his 
thoughts  in  class  and  in  the  literary  society  and  wherever  opportunity 
offers,  stands  in  the  realm  of  thought  a "one  legged  man," 
unsymmetrical,  and  object  of  sympathy  and  pain  to  those  who  behold  him. 

Mrs.  Bertha  Canfield  entered  upon  her  duties  as  superintendent  of  the 
sewing  department  on  Saturday  last.  Mrs.  Canfield  comes  to  us  with  the 
highest  endorsements,  and  is  welcomed  as  an  agreeable  addition  to  our 
force.  She  has  designed  a uniform  for  the  girls'  summer  wear  and 
submits  the  proposition  that  the  style  of  uniform  vary  for  the  different 
companies.  The  employees  at  Phoenix  tendered  her  a farewell  reception 
at  which  they  gave  her  a gold  watch-chain  in  token  of  their  regret  at 
losing  her. 

The  Invincibles  have  begun  to  decorate  their  room.  They  have  a number 
of  portraits  of  prominent  men  framed  in  groups  of  five,  hanging  at 
intervals  upon  the  wall.  This  is  a move  in  the  right  direction.  Thus 


fan  the  Susans  have  done  most  to  beautify  their  room. 

The  Invincible  Society,  although  their  officers  were  in  the  hospital, 
succeeded  in  getting  through  their  programme  in  good  form.  A little 
slow  in  beginning,  due  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  legality  of  "Robert's" 
right  to  the  chair.  Debaters  should  study  questions  they  attempt  to 
debate  more  fully,  for  arguments  bearing  upon  the  question,  rather  than 
for  something  to  say. 

We  are  grieved  to  learn  of  the  recent  death  of  George  Hazlett,  at 
Phoenix,  Arizona.  George  graduated  last  year,  and  was  well  liked.  He 
went  from  Carlisle  to  Hoopa  Valley,  where  he  had  several  hemorrhages 
from  the  lungs.  From  there  he  went  to  Phoenix,  Arizona,  hoping  to  be 
benefited  by  the  change.  George  was  said  to  have  been  a cigarette 
smoker,  which  habit  no  doubt  shortened  his  life  many  years.  He  said  to 
our  football  boys  when  they  were  out  there  that  he  quit  the  habit  for  a 
short  time;  the  appetite  was  beyond  control  and  he  had  to  take  it  up 
again.  George  had  a bright  mind  and  was  a good-hearted  earnest  young 
man,  full  of  lofty  aspirations  and  good  intent. 


Thomas  Buchanan,  Company  A Fifth  Infantry,  Yellow  Fever  Immune 
Detachment,  Santiago  Barracks,  has  written  a very  interesting  letter  to 
lames  Wheelock  in  which  he  says  in  part: 

"I  am  in  the  best  of  health.  I like  the  army  all  right  but  I do  not 
want  to  stay  in  Cuba.  All  of  us  are  sick  of  Cuba.  The  Cubans  in  this 

province  are  the  most  illiterate  and  ignorant  people  in  the  world,  I 

guess . 

Last  Duly  we  had  the  Yellow  Fever.  My  usual  luck  followed  me  and  I 
got  it.  They  sent  all  yellow  fever  cases  to  a small  island  in  Santiago 
Bay,  and  I tell  you  I thought  it  was  up  sticks  with  me. 

How  would  you  like  to  be  lying  in  an  old  wooden  building,  that  was 
used  by  the  Spaniards  for  a pest  house  for  nearly  a hundred  years,  and 
having  your  comrades  dying  all  around  you?  It  was  an  awful  experience. 
You  would  not  believe  how  panic  stricken  Santiago  was  in  Duly  and 
August.  You  would  be  in  the  best  of  health  today  and  the  next  day  you 

would  be  a goner.  That  is  how  quick  yellow  fever  takes  a man  off. 

Well,  now  I am  an  immune.  The  doctors  say  we  will  never  get  yellow 
fever  again. 

I have  visited  the  battlefields  of  ElCaney  and  San  Duan  Hill.  I can't 
see  how  the  Americans  ever  captured  the  Spaniards.  You  can  see  the 
trenches  and  everything  there  just  the  same  as  when  the  Americans  and 
Spaniards  were  fighting.  I also  saw  the  surrender  tree,  where  General 
Toral  and  General  Shatter  agreed  on  terms  of  capitulation. 

I wish  I had  some  of  that  Carlisle  breeze  down  here.  It  is  104  in  the 
shade  today.  We  do  not  have  to  wear  much  clothing,  but  could  go  in  a 
nude  condition  and  then  you  would  roast.  We  have  made  up  a baseball 
team  and  we  are  going  to  play  the  Cubans. 


(P  3) 

Weather  Spring  like. 

Gorgeous  moonlight  nights. 

Mr.  Dames  Flannery  is  here  on  a visit. 

The  sun  beams  have  drank  up  the  skating. 

Baby  Paul  Wheelock  has  been  ill  but  is  better. 

One  of  the  boys  in  the  country  wants  his  large  "drunk"  sent  to  him. 

The  members  of  the  graduating  class  were  photographed  on  Valentine's 
Day. 

The  February  Red  Man  was  mailed  yesterday. 

Lizzie  Wolfe  came  in  from  her  country  home  at  Mt.  Holly  last  Tuesday. 

Miss  Rosa  Bourassa  is  expected  in  a few  days  from  Phoenix,  Arizona,  on 
a little  visit. 

The  drawing  classes  produced  some  original  valentines  unique  in  design 
and  finish  this  week. 

We  received  more  subscriptions  in  the  last  month  for  the  Red  Man  than 
in  any  one  month  since  the  paper  began. 

Mrs.  Cook  took  a business  trip  to  Bloomsburg,  and  saw  Simon  Palmer, 
who  is  attending  the  Bloomsburg  Normal. 


Chapel  talks  this  week  were  by  Prof.  Bakeless  on  the  time  of  Charles  X 
and  Louis  Philippe,  bringing  the  history  of  the  French  up  to  1848. 

The  art  room  is  slowly  getting  into  shape  for  use.  A case  is  being 
made  for  models.  Screens  and  tables  for  models  are  in  place  now. 

Miss  Harn,  of  the  sewing  department,  is  proud  of  the  progress  of 
little  Maggie  Hill.  She  shows  specimens  of  hemming  very  neatly  done  by 
Maggie. 

Tonight:  Mr.  Bennett  and  Professor  Bakeless,  Standards;  Miss  Bowersox 
and  Miss  Kowuni  the  Invincibles;  Mrs.  Given  and  Annie  Morton,  the 
Susans . 

Those  pupils  who  can  express  themselves  correctly  and  well  in  good 
English  will  be  the  only  ones  who  will  be  given  full  grade  standing  at 
the  time  of  promotion. 

No.  12  had  an  earnest  debate  on  Resolved:  Prest.  McKinley  ought  to 
serve  another  term.  It  was  earnest  and  enthusiastic  and  well  prepared. 
Many  had  something  to  say. 

Essay  in  the  Susans'  Society  was  pronounced  too  "bookish."  The  aim 
should  be  to  think  one's  thoughts  and  then  express  them,  not  give  other 
peoples'  thoughts  without  credit. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  gave  her  usual  weekly  entertainment  to  a limited  number 
of  girls  on  Saturday  afternoon.  A pleasant  hour  of  chat  and  games  ended 
satisfactorily  with  ice  cream  and  cake. 

Visiting  committees  can  ascertain  by  asking  the  presiding  officers  of 
the  various  Literary  societies  whether  the  programmes  are  submitted  to 
the  advisory  member  or  not  before  being  posted. 

The  King's  Daughters'  Circles  were  treated  by  their  leaders  to  a taffy 
pull  last  Friday  night.  The  spacious  and  airy  laundry  with  its  fine 
granolithic  floor  and  incandescent  lights  was  the  rendezvous,  and 
everybody  had  a good  time. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  is  away  on  a ten  days'  leave.  She  will  visit  her  old  home 
and  friends  in  Chicago. 

The  rainy  weather  of  the  past  week  was  but  the  tail  end  of  a big 
blizzard  that  went  around,  so  we  have  reason  to  be  thankful,  after  all. 

The  school  singing  Sunday  night  was  marked  by  a spirit  that  would  be 
gratifying  if  the  students  always  sang  as  they  did  then. 

Miss  Devine,  of  Newtown,  was  a caller  on  Friday  last.  Among  her 
Indian  friends  are  Thaddeus  Redwater,  George  Ferris  and  lohnson  Owl, 
Sunday  School  pupils. 

Mrs.  Pratt  had  a birthday  anniversary  on  Lincoln  Day,  and  a number 
called  to  pay  respects  and  pass  greetings.  She  was  also  the  recipient 
of  several  presents. 

Hugh  Leider,  in  soldier's  dress  and  high  glee  ran  in  upon  us  from  New 
York  Harbor,  yesterday.  He  expects  to  sail  for  the  Philippines  the 
first  of  March. 

Mary  Stevick  left  yesterday  with  her  grandma,  Mrs.  Pratt,  for  Denver. 
She  thinks  she  has  had  a good  visit  at  Carlisle,  but  there  is  no  place 
quite  like  home  and  Denver. 

Miss  Evelyn  Curriden,  of  Chambersburg  was  a guest  of  Miss  Senseney, 
for  a few  days.  Miss  Curriden  has  been  here  before,  and  has  friends  who 
always  give  her  a welcome. 

The  whole  school  is  learning  "Comrades  All,"  Elaine  Goodale  Eastman's 
Carlisle  school  song,  which  promises  to  be  an  interesting  feature  of  the 
Commencement  program. 

It  is  not  too  soon  to  order  the  Commencement  Red  Man.  Five  cents  a 
single  copy.  Six  copies  for  25  cents.  Better  subscribe!  HELPER  and 
Red  man  to  one  address,  55  cents.  Renewals  same  rates. 

Eight-year  old  Richard  Henry  Pratt,  lr.,  of  Steelton,  is  trying  to 
learn  to  skate,  and  he  says  he  could  anyhow  if  the  ice  were  not  so 
slippery.  He  writes  a fine  letter,  well  expressed  and  with  well  formed 
letters . 

One  of  the  apprentices  in  changing  the  date  and  number  last  week  of 
the  HELPER,  changed  also  the  Volume,  placing  it  at  year  ahead.  It  is 
now  rectified.  This  if  Volume  XV.  Any  one  having  1516  on  his  wrapper, 
it  is  time  for  that  person  to  renew. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  Mrs.  Dorsett  went  to  Bendersville  to  visit 


Amelia  Kennedy.  She  went  to  the  public  school  which  Amelia  attends,  and 
on  invitation  gave  a brief  talk  about  Carlisle.  A novel  feature 
observed  at  the  dismissal  of  Amelia's  classmates  was  a quotation  by  each 
pupil  when  leaving  the  room. 

Rev.  H.G.  Ganss,  of  St.  Patrick's  Church,  Carlisle,  wrote  a Jubilee 
March  for  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  Episcopal  Consecration  of 
Archbishop  Ryan,  celebrated  in  April  '97.  Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock  has 
arranged  this  march  for  his  Band  and  has  played  it  before  Father  Ganss, 
who  was  well  pleased  with  the  arrangement. 

Miss  Kate  Grinrod,  '89,  has  returned  to  her  professional  duties  in 
Philadelphia,  from  the  Indian  Territory  where  she  has  been  spending  a 
vacation  at  home.  Miss  Grinrod  has  held  to  her  nursing  with  great 
tenacity,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  have  employed  her  skill.  She 
declined  a good  position  at  the  Albuquerque  Government  School,  because 
her  Philadelphia  work  pays  better. 


(page  4) 

ARE  YOU  ALWAYS  SOBER  AND  SERIOUS  AT  CARLISLE? 


By  no  means. 

And  the  visitor,  who,  upon  seeing  some  of  our  boys  and  girls  amusing 
themselves  at  the  same  kind  of  sports  as  young  people  do  everywhere, 
exclaimed:  "Wy,  they  laugh!"  would  have  had  an  opportunity  to  say  the 
same  thing  had  she  been  in  the  students'  dining  hall  one  morning  not 
long  since. 

Breakfast  time  came  and  there  was  no  light. 

The  current  switch  of  the  large  arc-lights  was  turned  on,  but  the 
sparrows  or  something  had  robbed  the  wire  of  all  its  "currants,"  and  the 
light  would  not  come. 

What  was  to  be  done? 

Here  was  a dilemma. 

700  people  to  eat  breakfast  and  no  light. 

A lantern  was  finally  found  and  perched  upon  a chair  on  one  of  the 
tables  in  the  middle  of  the  room. 

Soon  half  the  current  came  on  in  the  girls'  end  of  the  spacious  hall, 
and  the  lantern  was  carried  to  the  extreme  opposite  end. 

This  dim,  flickering  light  of  other  days  was  funny  enough  to  the 
students,  but  finally  they  became  accustomed  to  the  new  conditions  and 
settled  down  to  eating,  much  as  though  nothing  had  happened,  when 
suddenly  the  light  in  the  lantern  end  of  the  big  room  came  on,  and  the 
one  in  the  opposite  end  went  out,  leaving  the  girls  to  eat  in  the  dark, 
while  the  boys  had  two  lights. 

This  was  a joke  on  the  girls,  and  was  too  much  for  the  risibles  of  the 
regiment  of  young  eaters  who  were  struggling  to  find  their  mouths 
between  flashes  from  the  arc  lights,  and  they  showed  their  appreciation 
of  the  ridiculousness  of  the  situation  by  hearty  laughter. 

Let  all  who  do  not  believe  that  Indians  laugh  come  to  Carlisle  and  see 
our  boys  and  girls  at  play;  or,  let  them  go  to  the  Indian  camp  and  sit 
down  with  the  old  chiefs  and  their  companions  around  the  camp  fire! 

The  chiefs  show  up  their  stoic  side  at  first  and  maintain  a severe 
dignity,  until  thoroughly  acquainted,  but  when  convinced  that  their 
friends  are  friends  indeed,  they  enter  freely  into  joking  and  telling 
stories,  evincing  merriment,  wit  and  humor  equalling  some  of  the 
toasting  around  civilized  boards. 


EMPLOYERS  HAVE  KEEN  EYES. 


Directly  in  line  with  Mr.  Wilde's  advice  this  from  the  Epworth  Era  is 
apropos : 

Sometimes  a boy  is  given  a disagreeable  job  of  sweeping  a floor  to  see 
what  there  is  in  him. 

If  he  is  efficient,  bright,  alert,  and  displays  good  qualities  in  his 
lowly  place,  he  is  apt  to  find  an  opening  just  above  him. 

Do  your  best,  whether  it  is  sweeping  the  floor,  blacking  shoes, 
selling  papers,  shoveling  coal,  running  an  engine,  planning  a campaign 


or  ruling  an  empire. 

Always  and  everywhere  do  your  level  best. 

Make  a habit  of  it. 

It  will  be  worth  more  than  the  gold  of  Klondike. 

If  you  despise  the  day  of  small  things,  there  will  never  come  a day  of 
large  things. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  2,  6,  5,  10  is  what  a broken  leg  makes  a boy. 

My  1,  3,  4 is  what  many  people  work  for. 

My  8,  3,  1,  1,  10,  9,  11  apples  are  shipped  in. 

My  whole  is  what  the  small  Carlisle  boy  is  ever  ready  to  do  whenever  a 

mild  day  comes. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Astronomy. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

- — "RE:  Faked  Native  American  2"  

Date:  Wed,  03  Nov  1999  04:42:36  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Faked  Native  American  2 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I remember  when  I was  in  college  we  had  a native  american  dance  group 
from  a number  of  tribes,  we  would  go  around  and  do  shows  to  earn  extra 
money.  I did  the  hoop  dance  and  helped  with  the  props.  We  had  number 
of  requests  and  put  together  some  skits  and  dances  from  each  tribe,  at 
the  end  we  invited  everyone  to  dance  from  the  audience,  a round  dance. 

We  had  a request  from  a hoop  dancer  who  was  quite  good,  he  used  27 

hoops,  but  he  was  not  Indian,  but  a young  white  kid.  He  learned  to 
dance  at  boy  scouts.  We  put  his  joining  to  a vote  of  the  whole  group 
and  it  was  decided  he  could  not  join  us.  I remember  we  told  him  that 

the  intent  of  the  group  was  to  dance  our  own  tribal  dances  by  each 

tribal  member  affiliated  with  that  tribe.  We  wanted  to  be  as  true  to 
the  dance  as  possible.  But  in  the  end  he  was  quite  hurt  by  it,  and 
after  talking  among  ourselves  we  realized  we  did  not  want  to  appear  as 
"apples",  red  on  the  outside,  white  on  the  inside,  so  we  did  not  want 
him  to  dance.  Our  group  was  truly  native  and  that  is  what  we  did. 

The  group  had  the  following  tribal  representations,  Hopi,  Zuni,  Navajo, 
Ute,  Southern  Cheyenne,  Cree,  Crow,  Apache,  Northern  Cheyenne,  Blood, 
Paiute,  Shoshone,  Arapaho,  Sac  & Fox,  Arikara,  Chippewa,  Pine  Ridge 
Sioux,  Assiniboine,  Blackfoot,  Ponca,  Mandan,  Lumbee,  and  Florida  Cherokee 
as  well  as  a few  Canadian  Natives  like  Metis,  Dene  and  two  Alaskan  Natives 
The  group  totalled  35  or  so  altogether.  We  made  our  own  outfits,  learned 
dances  from  each  other  and  allowed  each  respective  tribe  to  display  their 
own  culture  and  that  was  what  it  was  about. 

I am  not  sure  what  happened  to  the  young  man,  but  he  did  not  join  us. 

I have  thought  about  it  all  these  years  later  and  still  feel  we  made 
the  right  decision.  There  is  nothing  like  watching  your  own  people 
dance  and  sing  their  own  songs,  and  in  that  they  speak  for  all  of  their 
own  people.  These  dances  were  tribal  specific.  I did  not  dance  Northern 
style  or  for  any  other  tribe,  and  to  this  day  don't  believe  in  mixing 
tribal  cultures.  I have  no  problem  with  Pow  Wow  Dancing,  it  is  to  me  a 
social  dance.  I would  not  dance  though,  because  I have  my  own  tribal 
ways,  but  that  is  my  own  opinion. 

I have  met  a number  of  people  wanting  to  be  native,  Indian  or  claim  to 
be  some  tribe,  and  I think  it  is  a sound  all  Indians,  Natives  or  tribal 
members  hear  all  the  time  and  you  know  how  it  is.  I find  those  people 
wanting  to  know  more  about  a way  of  life  that  is  diminishing.  I look  at 


myself  and  see  that  what  I knew  is  not  all  that  I remember. 

I have  seen  some  who  are  not  Native  who  know  more  than  the  Natives 
about  their  own  culture.  I have  also  seen  our  youth  not  wanting  to  know 
these  things  anymore  and  with  the  passing  of  the  elders  of  our  tribes 
and  peoples  we  lose  ourselves  moreso  into  the  melting  pot  of  America. 

I have  seen  some  profess  to  know  more  about  culture,  Indian  ways, 
sings,  sweats,  pipe  ceremonies  and  share  these  at  a price,  for  a buck 
and  I wonder  about  them. 

I had  a friend  of  mine  who  died  not  too  long  ago,  he  was  a Zuni,  we 
were  like  brothers.  We  figured  one  day  we  would  hit  the  road  at  55  and 
become  preachers  and  tell  people  they  were  going  to  hell  and  get  paid 
for  it,  more  or  less  becoming  charlatans,  flea  bags  and  deceivers.  It 
was  a joke  to  us  as  we  could  see  there  are  some  preachers  who  go  out 
like  this,  not  all  but  there  are  some  that  are  that  way.  In  many  ways 
Indian  culture  has  gone  down  a similar  path  and  there  is  exploitation 
from  every  angle.  I am  not  an  expert  in  this  field  but  I have  seen 
some  of  what  I am  talking  about. 

I have  met  some  fake  Indians  and  at  times  feel  sorry  for  them  and  yet 
they  look  on  me  with  pity,  maybe  they  know  something  I don't.  Anyway  I 
am  sitting  at  a computer  and  my  children  are  scattered  like  sand  in  a 
heavy  wind.  I am  a survivor  of  sorts  for  my  family  as  many  of  the 
problems  of  reservation  life  have  taken  my  aunts,  uncles,  cousins, 
brothers  and  many  other  people  I knew  that  were  good  and  kind.  I can 
see  that  there  is  nothing  to  mark  their  time,  other  than  they  were 
Natives  just  trying  to  get  by  and  in  the  way  of  life  did  not  find  a 
place  to  rest  and  call  home.  I think  this  restlessness  is  the  same  with 
non-Indians  looking  for  some  identity.  I don't  have  any  answers,  I 
still  have  a lot  of  questions  about  life  just  the  same  as  you  I guess. 
There  are  no  secrets  to  life  here,  just  alot  of  people  trying  to  find 
their  own  way. . . . 

"RE : Poem:  Elders  Prayer"  

Date:  Fri,  07  May  1999  07:30:41  -0700 
From:  Bill  Brady  <metisage@flash . net> 

Sub j : Elders  Prayer 

Walk  tall  as  the  trees 

Live  strong  as  the 
mountains 

Be  gentle  as  the  spring  rain 
Keep  the  warmth  of 
summer  in  your  heart 

And  the  great  spirit  will 
always  be  with  you. 

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\><><><><><>< 
all  the  best,  Billy 

- — "RE:  Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days"  — - 

Date:  Tue,  22  Feb  2000  06:35:16  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub  j : Flawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  5-11 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

5 

Never  refuse  a gift  of  the  land. 

6 

Heed  well  the  voice  of  your  heart. 

7 


Give  to  the  land  more  than  you  take. 

8 

The  song  of  the  sea  is  neverending. 

9 

On  any  great  journey,  be  guided  by  the  stars,  na  hoku. 

10 

Learn  of  the  world  around  you,  and  in  the  learning,  . . . find  yourself. 

11 

Honor  the  memory  of  your  ancestors,  your  kupuna. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  26  February  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  01:39:07  -0500 
From:  Unit  4 <UnitIV@SPUTUM.com> 

Sub j : Radford  University  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

The  Native  American  Heritage  Association  (NAHA)  of  Radford  University 
presents  in  13th  Annual  NAHA  Pow  Wow,  March  31  and  April  1,  2000. 

FREE  ADMISSION:  INDOOR  EVENT 

This  year's  theme:  Honoring  the  Elders 

MC:  John  Blackfeather  Jefferies 

Arena  Director:  Garland  Humble  Bear  Lesson 

Drums:  Star  Wheel  (northern).  Red  Heart  (southern) 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Ernie  Carlson  (Begay) 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Jane  Richardson 

Special  Guest:  Lowery  Begay;  hoop  dancing  and  flute  music 

Special  Events:  Gourd  Dance  and  Snake  Dance 

Other  drums  and  singers  welcome,  as  are  all  dancers. 

Food  by  Oxendine  Catering 

20+  Vendors  (sorry,  no  more  vendor  space  available) 

Special  events  and  vendor  activities  for  kids. 

Give-aways,  blanket  dances  and  raffles. 

The  Vevita  Color  Guard  of  Washington  DC  will  be  presenting  the  colors 
and  honoring  their  fallen  founder  and  fellow  warrior  Norman  Drywater. 
Location:  Dedmon  Athletic  Center,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
4 miles  north  of  1-81  from  exit  109,  follow  signs  in  town. 

Doors  open  from  6 to  11  PM  Friday  March  31,  and  9 AM  to  10  PM 
Saturday  April  1. 

For  more  info:  naha-clb@runet.edu  or  call  540-381-8538 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  15:38:19  GMT 
From:  "Marian  Powell"  <wyanot@hotmail . com> 
Sub j : Late  Winter/Early  Spring  Pow  Wow's 

Buffalo  Hearts'  planned  events: 

April  28-30 

Guntersville,  AL 

United  Cherokee  Intertribal 

(Christina  is  the  outgoing  princess) 


Date:  Wed,  16  Feb  2000  14:15:25  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Floward"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : upcoming  events 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Sweet  Floney  in  the  Rock  Millennium  Concerts 

Fundraising  Brunch  for  the  Minnesota  Coalition  for  Battered  Women 

Sunday  , March  12,  2000 

10am  - 1pm  Martin  Luther  King  Center 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Brunch  $25.00/  Brunch  and  Concert  $55  - $75 
Hosted  by  the  Mississippi  Market  and  Screamin  0's 

Reserve  early  for  the  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  Concerts: 

Saturday  , March  11  at  8:00pm 
Sunday  , March  12  at  3:oopm 
AVA  Special  Events 

§ 612  673-9230  for  more  information 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Ain  Dah  Yung  Center  (our  home) 

2nd  Annual  Cherish  the  Children  Traditional  Pow  Wow  February  2000 
Saturday  - February  19  Grand  Entries  § 1pm  and  7pm 
Sunday  - February  20  Grand  Entry  at  1pm 

Location:  Central  High  School  Marshall  & Lexington  Avenues 
Saint  Paul 

DONATIONS  of  $2.00  welcomed  at  the  door. 

Honor  the  youth. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Joint  Summit  of  Tribal  Nations  and  American  Indian  Communities 
Tuesday,  February  29,  2000  9:00am  - 2:00pm 

Zuhrah  Shrine  Center  - 2540  Park  Avenue  South 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Hosted  by  Minneapolis  Urban  Indian  Directors  to  address  the  issues  of 
housing/homelessness  and  MFIP(MN. Familiy  Investment  Program)  and  their 
impact  in  the  American  Indian  communities  statewide.  This  summit  will 
bring  together  Tribal  leaders,  urban  American  Indian  community  leaders, 
congressional  leaders  and  interested  persons  for  discussion  and  planning. 
Please  plan  to  attend. 

For  more  information:  Iva  Bunker  at  the  American  Indian  Housing  and 
Community  Development  Corporation  at  612  813-1610 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Winona  LaDuke 

Thursday,  March  9,  2000  @ 8:00pm 

Macalester  College  - Weyerhaeuser  Chapel  - 1600  Grand  Avenue 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Winona  LaDuke  will  discuss  her  nonfiction  debut,  "All  Our  Relatives: 

Native  Struggles  for  Land  and  Life".  (South  End  Press) 

This  event  is  free  and  open  to  the  public. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

University  of  Minnesota  - Twin  Cities  Campus 

An  Evening  with  LESLIE  MARMON  SILKO 

The  41st  Annual  Joseph  Warren  Beach  Memorial  Lecture 

Tuesday,  March  14,  2000  at  8:00pm 

Twin  Cities  Campus,  West  Bank 

Ted  Mann  Concert  Hall 

A reception  will  follow  this  FREE  event.  No  advance  tickets  required. 

For  more  information  : 612-625-3363 

Presented  by  the  English  Dept,  and  Co-sponsored  by  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts 


Date:  Mon,  24  Ian  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 


From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 
Sub j : listing 


April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans. 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Sat,  12  Feb  2000  20:34:16  -0800 

From:  BMSDN@aol.com  (by  way  of  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com>) 
Sub j : [BIGMTLIST]  Wounded  Knee/BM/Uwa/etc . Gathering 

Remember  Wounded  Knee 
1890-1973 

Speaker:  Floyd  Red  Crow  Westermann,  Lakota 
(waiting  for  confirmation) 

In  1890  federal  troops  massacred  300  unarmed  Indians  at  Wounded  Knee, 

South  Dakota.  In  1973  the  government  again  mustered  its  forces  against  the 
Indian  people  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  who  had  gathered  at  Wounded 
Knee  to  protest  the  continuing  injustices  to  their  people  and  the 
government'  violation  of  their  treaty  rights  under  the  1868  Treaty. 

Food/Resistance  Songs/Drum  Group 

Music:  Carlos  Reynosa*Aztlan  Underground  (wfc) 

Speakers  to  Discuss  current  issues: 

* [unreadable]  Nation,  Columbia 

*Big  Mountain,  Dineh  Nation  - Lenora  Hatathlie 

^Indian  Mascots,  Becky  Sanchez 

*EZLN  Chiapas,  Mexico 

*Pascua  Yaqui  Nation  - (wfc) 

*Free  Leonard  Peltier 

Friday,  March  3,  2000 

Place:  The  Unitarian  Church  of  Orange  County 
511  S.  Harbor  Blvd. 

Anaheim,  CA 

(Corner  of  Harbor/Santa  Ana  Blvd.) 


Time:  6:30pm.  - 11:00pm. 
This  is  a FREE  event 


Directions  from  LA:  Take  5 south  exit  on  Harbor  going  Northbound.  Before 
Lincoln  and  it  is  on  the  left  hand  side. 

For  more  information:  BMSDN@aol.com  (714)  539-2266 

*****(wfc)  Waiting  for  Confirmation 

Sponsored  by:  Bela-ish-cla-ee  ( Indigenous  Peoples  support  for  Sovereign 
Dineh  Nation)  & So.  CA  American  Indian  Movement 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  09  3an  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Af ricans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 


and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) : 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Afro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  lolo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
losh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7010.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 


5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 
IULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Justin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 


Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 


Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Him  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 


Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 
Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Tue,  11  Ian  2000  22:27:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Winter  2000  Pow  Wow  list 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 
>Southeast< 

Note  I:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have 
their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify 
dates ! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well.  In 
addition:  Due  to  a lack  of  time,  and  difficulty  involved  in  maintaining  such 
a broad-based  list,  I will  no  longer  actively  seek  to  obtain  listings  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  I will  occasionally 
continue  to  list  events  from  these  states  (and  others)  when  convenience 
allows . 

~ /v  y ~ y ~ 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Now,  through  Dune  26:  High  Stakes  Indian  Bingo,  at  the  Creek  Bingo  Palace  on 
the  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Reservation,  Atmore.  Each  Saturday  & Sunday  at 
1:00pm,  and  Mondays  at  5:00pm.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (800)  826-9121. 

Note:  For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau  of 
Tourism  and  Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA,  or  visit  online  at  www.touralabama .org.  For  pow  wow  listings 
and  information  on  Alabama's  state-recognized  Indian  tribes,  contact:  Alabama 
Indian  Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104 
or  call  (334)  242-2831. 


ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 


FLORIDA 

No  current  listings. 


GEORGIA 

No  current  listings. 


KENTUCKY 

No  current  listings. 


LOUISIANA 

Mar.  10-12:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Bogalusa  Sports  Complex, 
Avenue  ES,  Bogalusa.  Hosted  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society.  HM: 
Spirit  Horse;  HL:  Frances  Johnson;  H.  Little  Boy:  Trent  Dardar;  H.  Little 
Girl:  Paige  Chaisson;  HD:  Caney  Creek  Singers.  All  drums,  dancers,  staffs  & 
princesses  welcome.  Info:  Michelle  (504)  732-3484/fax:  735-8744  or  Frances 
(225)  675-6184,  or  e-mail:  okanowa@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Johnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Mar.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 
Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 
OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  James  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TENNESSEE 
No  current  listings. 


VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  Riven  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Iordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM : Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7010,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


TEXAS 

Mar.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


VIRGINIA 

No  current  listings. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


ELSEWHERE 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 

Note:  updates  will  be  posted  as  more  information  becomes  available.  Spring 
listings  (for  March-April-May)  have  already  been  released,  and  are  being 
updated  with  new  information  as  it  becomes  available.  Updates  of  some  of  the 
Florida  events  in  this  issue  were  courtesy  of  Dimmy  Boy  Dial.  Wado,  oginali. 

Note  II:  after  Danuary  27th,  I may  not  be  reached  at  wanige@aol.com;  so  send 
further  correspondence  to  me  at  sablesage@webtv.net.  Thanks. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Feb  2000  08:29:21  -0600 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl . edu>  02/26/00  06:55PM  >>> 

Listen  LIVE  every  M-F  l-2pm  EST  in  RealAudio  at 
http://www.nativecalling.org  and  call  in  and  share  your  views 
1-800-99-NATIV  (1-800-996-2848) 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  FEB  28  - Mar  3,  2000: 

MON  - 2/28:  Black  Indians: 


In  recognition  of  Black  History  Month  we  offer  a glimpse  of  the  shared 
heritage  between  Native  and  African  Americans.  This  blending  of  cultures 
has  created  unique  tribal  identities  in  parts  of  Indian  Country  as  well  as 
producing  unity,  controversy,  and  even  hostility  in  our  Native  communities. 
What  is  the  shared  history  and  heritage  between  Blacks  and  Indians? 

Guests  include  historian  Dr.  William  Loren  Katz. 

TUE  - 2/29:  Music  Maker:  Cherokee  Rose: 

As  always,  NAC  brings  you  the  latest  sounds  from  Indian  Country.  This  time 
around  we  present  Albuquerque-based  musician  Cherokee  Rose,  of  the  Eastern 
Band  of  Cherokees.  She  has  a brand  new  CD  out  called  Love  Medicine  Music. 

On  this  Music  Maker  Edition  we  sample  her  latest  work  and  delve  into  the 
world  of  Indian  love  medicine. 

WED  - 3/1:  Bio-Tech  2000: 

lelly  fish  genes  in  monkeys?  Human  DNA  in  pigs?  Countries  approving 
bio-diversity  protocols?  We  will  look  at  new  genetic  experiments  and  ask, 
what  is  being  done  to  protect  the  natural  genetic  diversity  of  the  planet? 
Does  this  technology  threaten  to  alter  the  Earth's  natural  gene  pool  for 
the  worse?  Or  do  you  think  genetic  technology  will  solve  our  health 
problems  and  improve  our  food  supply?  Guests  include  Dudy  Gobert, 
microbiologist  at  Salish/Kootenai  Community  College. 

THU  - 3/2:  The  Traditional  vs.  The  Modern  Woman: 

How  does  the  modern  woman  balance  the  needs  of  her  culture  and  modern 
lifestyle?  Many  traditional  teachings  place  the  role  of  women  in  the  home 
to  work  and  teach  the  children  the  tribal  ways.  But  the  demands  of  modern 
society  have  many  women  leaving  the  home  and  their  communities  for  higher 
education  and  competitive  careers.  How  can  Native  women  balance  the  needs 
of  both  worlds  and  maintain  their  cultural  responsibilities  as  well? 

Guests  TBA. 

FRI  - 3/3:  Keep  Families  Healthy: 

It  seems  that  as  we  become  more  concerned  with  our  health  and  try  to  eat 
better  and  treat  our  bodies  better,  it  might  be  a good  idea  to  look  at  what 
our  Native  elders  did  to  stay  healthy.  Perhaps  we  can  start  changing  our 
health  habits  to  more  closely  match  the  traditional  and  healthier 
lifestyles  of  the  past.  What  are  traditional  ways  that  we  can  keep  our 
families  healthy  today?  loin  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  on  the  next 
"Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 


WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Wellness  Edition  Programs  for  the  rest  of  March 
FRI  - 03/3:  Keep  Families  Healthy: 

It  seems  that  as  we  become  more  concerned  with  our  health  and  try  to  eat 
better  and  treat  our  bodies  better,  it  might  be  a good  idea  to  look  at  what 
our  Native  elders  did  to  stay  healthy.  Perhaps  we  can  start  changing  our 
health  habits  to  more  closely  match  the  traditional  and  healthier 
lifestyles  of  the  past.  What  are  traditional  ways  that  we  can  keep  our 
families  healthy  today?  loin  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  on  the  next 
"Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 

FRI  - 03/10-Maintaining  and  Caring  for  your  Muscles: 

The  "Wellness  Edition"  becomes  muscle  bound  as  we  look  at  the  organs  that 
hold  our  bodies  together  and  allow  us  to  move.  From  muscle  cramps  and 
injuries  to  muscle  diseases  and  disorders,  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests 
will  discuss  the  powerful  tissues  of  our  physique  on  the  next  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling. 

FRI  - 03/17-Taking  a Break: 

Every  once  in  a while  everybody  needs  to  take  a break  from  the  demands  of 
work  or  daily  life.  We  all  try  to  take  little  breaks  here  and  there  to 
sustain  sanity,  but  do  we  really  take  enough  time  off  to  do  the  things  that 
will  really  restore  us*like  going  back  home  to  visit  our  family  or  taking 
care  of  ourselves?  loin  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  on  this  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  as  they  discuss  the  importance  of  taking 
time  for  our  mental  health. 

FRI  - 03/24-Dial-A-Doc : 

Our  two  doctors  in  radio-residency  return  to  answer  your  questions  about 
health  and  prescriptions.  Doctors  David  Baines  and  Tom  Nighswander  will 
also  discuss  with  host  Sharon  McConnell  about  the  latest  medical 


developments  featured  in  the  national  media.  So  prepare  your  health 
questions  for  another  "radio  house  call"  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition" 
of  Native  America  Calling. 

FRI  - 03/31-  Sudden  Infant  death  Syndrome  (SIDS): 

Every  year  more  infants  die  of  SIDS  than  all  those  who  die  of  cancer,  heart 
disease,  pneumonia,  child  abuse,  AIDS,  cystic  fibrosis  and  muscular 
dystrophy  combined.  What  is  SIDS?  Are  there  any  ways  we  can  protect  our 
children  from  it?  loin  Sharon  McConnell  and  her  guests  as  they  talk  about 
Sudden  Infant  Death  Syndrome  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native 
America  Calling. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Martha  E Ture,  loKay  Dowell  via  Donna,  Bill  Sebastian  via  Robert  Dorman, 
lames  M.  Simermeyer,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  lohn  Berry,  Cyn/Omoya,  Pat  Morris, 
Wild  Horse  via  Nancy  Thomas,  Tessa  Lehto,  Bear  Christensen,  lames  O'Reilly, 
Robert  lohn  Callahan,  Dave  Burlingame,  Antoinette  Claypoole,  Dee, 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  lanet  Smith,  Billy  Brady,  Debra  Sanders, 
lohnny  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis,  Christine  A.  Penney 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:44:25  2000 
Date:  Tue,  7 Mar  2000  18:37:10  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.011 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz,  NatFilm,  Paths-L,  Triballaw, 
LPDC,  Innu-L  & Big  Mountain  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

KOLA  Newslist;  UUCP  email 
http://indiancountry.com/headlines . html#articlesix 
http: //www. journalstar . com: 80/ archives/012300/edd/sto3 
http: //www. abq journal . com/news/2news03-01-00 . htm 
http : //www. ad n . com/ stories/T00030145 . html 
http: //www. azcentral . com/news/0304hopis . shtml 
http: //www. Syracuse . com/ news/ 

http://indiancountry.com/buffalonationsnews . html#artic leone 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"A  long  time  ago  the  Creator  came  to  Turtle  island  and  said  to  the  Red 
People,  You  will  be  the  keepers  of  the  Mother  Earth.  Among  you  I will 
give  the  wisdom  about  Nature,  about  the  interconnectedness  of  all 
things,  about  balance  and  about  living  in  harmony.  You  Red  people  will 
see  the  secrets  of  Nature.  You  will  live  in  hardship  and  the  blessing 
of  this  is  you  will  stay  close  to  the  Creator.  The  day  will  come  when 
you  will  need  to  share  the  secrets  with  other  people  of  the  earth 
because  they  will  stray  from  their  Spiritual  ways.  The  time  to  start 
sharing  is  today." 


Don  Coyhis,  Mohican 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

t and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  ! 
j States  Constitution,  | 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Read  the  first  article  in  this  issue  for  more  details  regarding  the 
subject  of  this  week's  editorial. 

If  anyone  reading  this  editorial  works  for  Wal-Mart  and  knows;  or  for 
that  matter,  if  anyone  actually  knows  at  all,  please  drop  me  an  email  and 
explain  what  it  is  about  appropriating  Native  Spirituality  that  is 
so  attractive  to  Wal-Mart 's  upper  management? 

Don't  jump  up  yelling,  "It  ain't  so!"  The  evidence  argues  it  is  so 
strongly;  it  cannot  be  mere  coincidence  that  store-after-store  (Leeds,  NY, 

Hickory  Log  Village,  GA ) has  been  built  on  our  ancestors  graves.  Many 

others  have  not,  thanks  only  to  court  action  - never  to  understanding  and 
retraction  of  plans  by  Wal-Mart. 

Now,  their  British  subsidiary,  ASDA,  is  into  Native  encampments  to  train 
their  "warrior"  managers  and  clerks.  Do  I barf  or  laugh? 

I am  really  tired  of  it!  Does  anyone  understand  Wal-Mart 's  fascination 
with  us? 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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This  newspaper  article  was  published  in  an  English  Newspaper  today  Sunday 
5th  March....  please  read,,  rage,,  write  letters  to  the  Editor  and  fax.. 
0171-293-3939 

US  dial  011-44-171-293-3939 
address : Editor . Piers  Morgan. 

Mirror  Group  of  Newspapers. 

Sunday  Mirror.  High  Holborn.  London  W.C.l.  (U.K.) 


This  is  typical  of  the  so  called  NEWS  reports  in  UK  and  Europe...  and  it 
is  about  time  it  is  stopped. 

Those  of  you  in  the  US  can  also  contact  WALMART  and  voice  your  complaints 
on  their  so  called  "training  programmes"  for  their  staff  in  the  UK,  sending 
them  a copy  of  this  page 


The  Chairman  of  ASDA  UK  is 


A.  3.  Norman  Registered  Office  Address 

Asda  House.  Southbank.  Great  Wilson  Street. 

Leeds/  LS11  5 AD 

E Mail paula.higby@asda.co.uk 


Asda  has  just  been  taken  over  by  Walmart  US. 

Wal  Mart  President:  Elizabeth  A Sanders. 

Chairman.  E. Stanley  Kroenke 
email  Wal  Mart  at public@walmart.com 


Pass  this  on  to  as  many  friends  and  contacts  as  you  wish  and  ask  for  action 
immediately  that  this  racist,  derogatory  training  scheme  be  taken  off  and 
demand  an  apology  both  from  Asda  / Wal  Mart  and  the  Sunday  Mirror. 


http: //www. sundaymirror . co. uk/shtml/NEWS/P21Sl . shtml 


ASDA  STORE  CHIEFS  GO  ON  WARPATH 

ASDA  are  going  native  to  win  the  latest  round  of  supermarket  wars  - by 
training  to  be  Red  Indians. 

Groups  of  up  to  50  managers  a time  will  be  transferred  from  the  aisles  to 
a huge  tepee  in  the  wilds. 


There  they  will  spend  three  days  bonding  and  learning  about  teamwork. 
Redskin-style,  to  pass  on  to  the  warriors  and  squaws  working  on  various 
counters  and  the  check-out. 

It  is  the  first  time  the  company,  bought  by  US  firm  Walmart  last  year  for 
pounds  6.7  billion,  have  adopted  such  as  an  unusual  approach  to  training. 

It's  thought  staff  need  to  be  ready  to  compete  with  their  American 
colleagues . 

The  ASDA  tribe  will  also  come  to  know  the  ways  of  the  squirrel,  beaver  and 
goose  - creatures  whose  virtues  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  Native  Americans. 

The  only  difference  is  that  the  geese  will  be  plastic  while  the  squirrels 
are  models  stuck  among  trees  painted  on  the  sides  of  the  tepee.  There's  even 
a painted  lake  scene  for  added  effect,  while  the  great  tepee  itself  is  a 
marquee  at  Ribby  Hall  Holiday  Village  near  Kirkham,  Lancs. 

The  four  hunting  lodges  complete  with  Red  Indian  ornaments  and  traditional 
animal  hides  hanging  on  the  wall  are  in  fact  holiday  cottages  that  usually 
reverberate  to  the  whoops  of  Northern  families  on  their  annual  break.  ASDA, 
Britain's  third  largest  food  chain,  have  based  the  scheme  on  the 
best-selling  American  book  Gung  Ho,  by  Ken  Blanchard  and  Sheldon  Bowles. 

They  are  the  first  company  in  the  world  to  adopt  the  book  as  their 
management  bible. 

Gung  Ho  custom  is  based  on  the  spirit  of  the  beaver,  squirrel  and  the 
goose . 

The  example  of  the  squirrel  shows  just  how  important  and  worthwhile  work 
is  - such  as  when  they  store  food  for  the  winter.  It  is  also  hoped  the 
executives  will  be  as  busy  as  beavers  at  the  end  of  the  three  days. 

And  according  to  the  custom,  geese  are  great  team  workers. 

Their  honking  as  they  fly  is  a signal  of  vocal  encouragement  and  praise. 

The  Gung  Ho  battle  cry  adopted  by  the  ASDA  teams  is:  "Don't  stop.  Never 
give  up.  Hold  your  head  up  high.  You'll  reach  the  top.  Let  your  colleagues 
see  what  you  have  got.  Doing  it  with  Gung  Ho!" 

A total  of  800  managers  will  complete  the  course  by  the  end  of  May. 

ASDA  staff  development  officer  Sue  Newton  said:  "Our  aim  is  to  make  the 
courses  memorable. 

"There  are  valuable  lessons  to  be  learned  from  team  work  and  motivation." 

TROUBLE-HIT  Marks  and  Spencer  are  finally  dropping  their  credit  card  ban 
in  a bid  to  boost  sales. 

They  now  aim  to  accept  cards  by  May  2 at  the  latest. 

"RE : Museum  Sues  Indians  over  Meteorite"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Feb  2000  19:44:05  GMT 

From:  "Bear  Christensen"  <bearchristensen@hotmail . com> 
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Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Museum  Sues  Indians  Over  Meteorite  Ownership 

9:33  a.m.  ET  (1433  GMT)  February  29,  2000  By  Gail  Appleson 

NEW  YORK  - The  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  sued  an  American  Indian 

group  on  Monday  to  block  its  claim  to  the  15.5-ton  Willamette  Meteorite,  one 

of  the  museum's  oldest  treasures  and  a centerpiece  of  its  newly  opened 

planetarium . 

The  suit  seeks  a court  ruling  that  the  museum  is  the  rightful  owner  of  the 
largest  meteorite  ever  found  in  the  United  States.  It  also  seeks  a ruling 
that  it  does  not  have  to  repatriate  the  extraterrestrial  object  to  an  Oregon 
Indian  group  that  alleges  that  the  gigantic  meteorite  is  a holy  tribal 
object  that  brought  messages  from  the  spirit  world  long  before  the  arrival 
of  white  men. 

The  museum's  lawsuit  was  filed  in  Manhattan  federal  court  a little  over  a 
week  after  the  much  touted  opening  of  its  sleek  $210  million  Rose  Center  for 
Earth  and  Space  on  Manhattan's  upper  West  Side. 

The  metallic  iron  meteorite,  which  is  believed  to  have  fallen  to  Earth 
10,000  years  ago  from  the  asteroid  belt  between  Mars  and  Jupiter,  holds  a 
place  of  honor  on  the  main  floor  in  the  planetarium's  astrophysics  hall.  It 
has  been  viewed  by  countless  scientists,  teachers  and  schoolchildren  for 


nearly  a century. 

The  lawsuit  alleged  that  the  meteorite's  ownership  history  dates  back  to 
at  least  1855  when  various  Indian  tribes  voluntarily  ceded  the  meteorite, 
which  was  once  located  in  the  upper  Willamette  Valley  in  Oregon,  to  the 
United  States  in  exchange  for  reservation  land  and  other  considerations. 

In  1905,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Oregon  ruled  that  the  meteorite 
belonged  to  the  Oregon  Iron  and  Steel  Company  as  owner  of  the  land  on  which 
the  object  was  found.  The  company  sold  the  meteorite  to  the  American  Museum 
of  Natural  History  the  next  year  for  $20,600. 

Almost  immediately  after  its  purchase,  the  museum  began  to  study  the 
object  and  it  has  been  on  almost  continuous  display  since  1906. 

According  to  the  lawsuit,  the  current  ownership  dispute  began  during  the 
fall  of  1999  when  representatives  of  the  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Grand 
Ronde  Community  of  Oregon  visited  the  museum.  The  federally  recognized  group 
consists  of  a number  of  tribes  from  the  Upper  Willamette  Valley,  including 
the  Clackamas  which  ceded  the  meteorite  in  1855,  the  suit  said. 

At  the  end  of  their  visit,  the  representatives  submitted  a written  claim 
for  repatriation  to  the  museum  stating  that  the  meteorite  is  a sacred 
object.  It  filed  its  claim  under  the  federal  law  known  at  the  Native 
American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act,  known  as  NAGPRA.  The  law 
was  written  for  the  preservation  and  repatriation  of  Native  American 
cultural  and  religious  artifacts. 

To  obtain  repatriation  of  a sacred  object,  a tribe  must  show  that  it  is  a 
sacred  object,  that  the  tribe  owned  or  controlled  it  and  that  the  museum 
does  not  have  a right  of  possession,  the  suit  said. 

The  museum  alleged  that  the  Oregon  Indian  group  did  not  meet  these 
requirements . 

"RE : Rules  for  Protecting  Fish"  

Date:  Sat,  4 Mar  2000  20:39:38  -0800 
From:  John  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Rules  for  protecting  fish 

Local  News  : Tuesday,  January  04,  2000 

Hearings  set  on  new  rules  for  protecting  fish 
by  The  Associated  Press 

KENNEWICK  - The  public  will  get  its  first  look  at  proposed  federal 
rules  for  protecting  threatened  salmon  and  steelhead  at  hearings 
around  the  region  this  month. 

When  the  new  proposal  was  disclosed  Dec.  14,  the  National  Marine 
Fisheries  Service  offered  state  and  local  governments  exemptions  as 
long  as  industries  were  abiding  by  certain  clean-water  rules. 

"Local  officials  and  local  property  owners  . . . are  in  the  best 
position  to  develop  recovery  plans  that  have  the  best  chance  of 
success,"  said  Mike  Poulson,  chairman  of  the  Washington  Farm  Bureau's 
natural-resources  committee.  "This  could  be  a positive  step." 

But  others  already  object  to  proposed  criminal  prosecutions  that 
would  come  with  the  new  rules,  which  would  cover  natural-resource 
industries  in  Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho  and  California. 

In  a separate  action,  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  and 
other  federal  agencies  will  decide  this  year  whether  four  lower  Snake 
River  hydroelectric  dams  should  be  partially  breached  to  save  salmon. 

The  new  agency  rules  - which  could  take  effect  in  June  - say 
people  who  kill,  harm  or  harass  14  threatened  salmon  populations  or 
their  habitat  could  face  one  year  in  jail  and  a $50,000  fine. 

At  issue  is  anything  that  harms  a protected  species,  such  as 
wrecking  habitat,  dumping  toxic  chemicals,  violating  the  state  Clean 
Water  Act,  applying  pesticides  in  a harmful  way  or  catching  protected 
fish . 

When  species  are  listed  as  endangered,  these  prohibitions  start 
automatically.  But  for  those  listed  as  threatened,  fish  managers  set 
rules  deemed  necessary  to  prevent  more  population  declines  under  a 
provision  called  "Four  D." 


The  biggest  impact  would  be  in  the  Portland  and  Puget  Sound  areas. 

But  mid-Columbia  steelhead  are  listed  as  threatened,  which  could 
affect  Eastern  Washington. 

The  first  of  15  hearings  on  the  Four  D rule  is  Monday  Dan.  10  in 
Portland.  Other  hearings  are  scheduled  at  Seattle  and  Yakima. 

E-mail  Comments  to  Editor  : Opinion@seatimes.com 
Copyright  (c)  2000  The  Seattle  Times  Company 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/ news/general/ copyright . html 
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Yakama  Nation  expects  drug  court  to  open  next  year 
The  Associated  Press 
02/27/00  5:26  PM  Eastern 

TOPPENISH,  Wash.  (AP)  --  The  Yakama  Nation  expects  a first-of-its-kind 
tribal  drug  court  to  be  up  and  running  next  year,  and  its  chief  judge  says 
it's  an  idea  whose  time  has  come. 

By  breaking  the  cycle  of  drugs  and  crime,  the  courts  reduce  the  number 
of  jail  inmates  and  repeat  offenders  and  save  money,  said  Rory  Flint  Knife, 
who  became  the  Yakama  Nation's  chief  judge  last  May. 

A three-year  federal  Dustice  Department  grant  will  pay  initial  costs, 
said  Anna  Ward,  tribal  court  deputy  director. 

Sixteen  other  American  Indian  tribes,  including  the  Spokane  and  Makah  in 
Washington,  currently  have  either  juvenile  or  adult  drug  courts,  Flint 
Knife  said. 

"We  would  be  the  first  tribe  in  the  nation  to  have  both,"  he  said. 

The  drug  court  will  be  voluntary  and  open  to  all  nonviolent  offenders 
who  come  into  tribal  court. 

Like  other  drug  courts,  the  Yakama  Nation's  requires  that  participants 
go  to  treatment  programs,  take  drug  tests  and  regularly  meet  with  the 
judge  and  other  court  officials.  But  Flint  Knife  also  wants  it  to 
incorporate  Yakama  traditions  and  culture. 

That  could  involve  sweat  lodges  or  talking  with  elders,  Flint  Knife  said. 
Spokane  Tribal  Court  Chief  Dudge  Mary  Pearson  does  not  order  those  in 
her  tribe's  drug  court  program  to  take  part  in  cultural  activities,  but 
the  option  is  available. 

The  Spokanes'  drug  court  started  accepting  people  in  Duly,  Pearson  said. 
So  far,  11  people  have  participated. 

"We  don't  have  a lot  of  people  in  the  (drug)  court  yet  because  it's  a 
very  stringent  program,"  she  said. 

The  Spokanes'  drug  court  is  funded  through  a two-year  Dustice  Department 
grant,  and  Pearson  worries  that  isn't  long  enough  for  the  program  to  take 
hold  and  reduce  the  problems  created  by  drugs  and  alcohol. 

Without  the  grants,  the  tribe  doesn't  have  the  money  to  fund  the  program, 
she  said. 


"RE;  Tribes  Unite  Against  Anti-Indian  Politics 
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Tribes  Unite  Against  Anti-Indian  Politics 

By:  Mark  Anthony  Rolo 

Today  staff 

Washington  Bureau 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  - This  week  23  tribes  are  gathering  here  to  meet  with 
congressional  leaders  to  address  legislative  issues  aimed  at  attacking 
reservation  business  operations.  And  they  are  seeking  to  remind  the 
federal  government  that  tribes  are  sovereign  governments. 

"The  United  South  and  Eastern  Tribes  Washington  Impact  Week"  is  an 
aggressive  effort  by  this  31-year  old  tribal  consortium,  to  get  its  tribal 
voice  heard  on  a number  of  bills  and  policies  affecting  Indian  country. 
Over  400  tribal  leaders  and  staff  from  23  tribes  will  participate  in  the 
week-long  event. 

Two  specific  issues  include  a proposal  to  tax  tribal  economic 
enterprises  and  a move  to  restrict  tribes'  ability  to  place  land  into 
trust.  Currently,  business  interests  groups  are  pressing  Congress  to 
impose  a taxation  of  reservation  border  business  goods  and  services.  They 
argue  that  gas  and  convenience  stores  cannot  compete  with  tribal-owned 
business  because  those  tribes  do  not  impose  taxes  on  items  such  as  gas, 
cigarettes  and  liquor.  But  tribes  say  forcing  a taxation  on  reservation 
businesses  is  a violation  of  tribal  sovereignty.  They  also  point  out  that 
states  cannot  tax  border  businesses  across  state  lines. 

And  tribes  are  opposed  the  BIA  plan  to  place  land  into  trust.  The  BIA  is 
drafting  a new  policy  that  would  allow  tribes  to  place  land  into  trust  by 
seeking  agreements  between  states  and  counties.  Tribes  believe  states, 
counties  and  municipalities  should  not  have  any  say  when  tribes  want  to 
take  land  into  trust,  especially  if  land  is  already  within  tribal 
jurisdiction . 

BIA  director,  Kevin  Gover  is  attempting  to  build  a consensus  between 
states  and  tribes  on  zoning  and  taxing  issues.  However,  tribes  insist  the 
BIA  plan  is  a compromise  that  essentially  gives  states  veto  power,  which 
they  consider  to  be  an  infringement  on  their  sovereign  governments. 

lames  T.  Martin,  executive  director  of  United  South  and  Eastern  Tribes 
(USET)  said  Impact  Week  is  a two-fold  mission.  "We  do  it  through  meetings 
where  we  invite  congressional  leaders  and  cabinet  level  leaders  to 
address  our  tribal  leaders.  And  we  make  congressional  calls  to  each 
leadership  of  our  states,"  Martin  said.  "The  purpose  is  to  foster 
government  to  government  relationships  and  to  educate  both  congressional 
bodies  on  our  issues." 

For  more  than  10years  the  23  tribes  of  USET  have  sponsored  Washington 
Impact 
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A direct  attack  on  history 
BY  10HN  ROCKWELL  SNOWDEN 

In  a recent  opinion  piece  Mr.  lohn  Philip  lohnson  LIS  01/12//00)  urged 
Nebraska's  legislators  and  citizens  to  oppose  a constitutional  amendment 
that  would  remove  the  most  recent  legal  excuse  for  the  State's  refusal  to 
negotiate  an  agreement  with  Native  nations  regarding  Indian  gaming. 

Mr.  lohnson  argued  that  the  amendment  would  serve  a "paternalistic,  even 
subtly  racist  idea:  that  American  Indians  are  losers  who  can't  earn  a 
living  the  regular  way."  At  best,  Mr.  lohnson  misunderstands.  The  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  would  not  be  one,  "proving  they  (Indian  people) 
aren't  as  good  as  everybody  else."  Rather,  it  would  be  a long  overdue 
recognition  of  first  nation  sovereignty  and  a step  toward  relations  of 
dignity,  integrity,  and  respect  between  sovereign  peoples. 

I cannot,  of  course,  speak  for  the  Native  nations.  I imagine,  however, 
that  they  desire  peace,  love  and  happiness;  and  that  they  expect 
independence,  freedom  and  respect.  These  are  expectations  of  sovereignty. 

Sovereignty  is  the  power  of  a people  to  determine  the  values  of 


personhood,  kinship  and  family.  It  is  manifested  in  the  people's 
institutions  of  social  structure,  the  formation  and  articulation  of  public 
purposes  and  the  making  of  political  decisions. 

Native  nations  exercised  sovereignty  before  any  contact  with  Europeans. 

Native  nations  have  retained  that  sovereignty  despite  attempts  of  de 
jure  and  de  facto  genocide. 

During  the  two  centuries  of  European  presence  in  North  America  before 
the  American  Revolution,  European  nations,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  France 
and  England,  established  by  treaty  international  relations  with  the  Indian 
nations  that  were  based  on  the  sovereignty  of  the  tribes. 

Many  of  the  Indian  nations  continued  to  maintain  independent  relations 
with  the  nations  of  Europe  until  the  end  of  the  Napoleonic  era.  After  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  United  States  continued  to  relate  to  the 
Native  nations  by  treaty,  that  is,  by  solemn  promise  between  two 
sovereigns . 

The  Constitution  makes  scant  mention  of  Native  nations.  The  important 
provisions  are  that  Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  the  Indian  tribes  and  that  treaties  are  part  of  the  supreme  law  of 
the  United  States. 

The  law  holds  that  Indian  tribes  are  sovereign  nations.  They  are  not 
private  or  public  clubs,  societies  or  associations.  However,  the  law  as 
made  by  Congress  and  the  Supreme  Court  has  swung  wildly  to  and  fro  in  its 
recognition  of  manifestations  of  that  sovereignty. 

The  sovereignty  of  Indian  nations  existed  before  the  United  States.  It 
is  inherent  in  their  existence  as  distinct  peoples  and  is  neither  created 
nor  destroyed  by  the  Constitution.  Native  American  nations  enjoy  sovereign 
immunity  from  suit.  They  have  the  power  to  make  law  for  both  tribal 
members  and  some  nonmembers  within  their  boundaries.  The  United  States 
Constitution  does  not  apply  to  Native  American  nations. 

Even  when  Congress  terminates  a tribe.  Congress  only  severs  any  pre- 
-existing  special  relationship  with  the  tribal  sovereign.  The  sovereignty 
of  the  Native  nation  cannot  be  destroyed. 

Native  nation  courts,  the  sovereign  power  to  interpret  and  apply  tribal 
law,  are  not  subject  to  review  in  federal  or  state  courts.  The  legislative 
sovereignty  exercised  by  tribal  councils  does  not  need  the  approval  of  the 
federal  government.  Absent  acts  of  Congress,  state  law  is  not  operative 
within  the  borders  of  Indian  nations. 

For  many  years  the  state  and  federal  governments  attempted  to  deal  with 
the  Native  nations  as  powerless  others;  hoping  that  they  would  disappear. 
But,  on  the  lands  of  the  Indian  nations,  called  by  some  reservations  or 
Indian  country,  the  collective  sovereign  identity,  institutions  and 
culture  survived.  Today  the  First  Nations  are  exercising  economic  and 
political  power.  This  challenges  entrenched  privilege  and  can  be  traumatic 
to  a people  if  they  lack  respect  for  others,  if  they  are  used  to  having 
everything  one  way. 

Gaming  in  Native  nations  is  not  for  charity.  It  is  not  for  private 
profit.  Gaming  is  economic  development  toward  the  goal  of  Indian  nations 
being  able  to  decide  for  themselves  the  future  of  their  people. 

It  is  a way  of  becoming  politically  independent  from  federal  and  state 
bureaucracies . It  is  strategic  action  for  sovereignty. 

I am  a Nebraskan.  I want  my  state  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of  Native 
nations.  When  the  citizens  and  representatives  of  my  state  consider  a 
state  constitutional  amendment  to  remove  a claimed  roadblock  to  the 
sovereign  authority  of  the  Indian  nations,  I want  them  to  have  a good 
heart  and  a clear  understanding.  I want  them  to  see  the  common  dignity  and 
integrity  of  the  sovereign  peoples,  not  their  real  or  imagined  differences. 
I ask  that  they  honor  the  desires  of  Indian  nations  for  sovereignty,  so 
that  each  people  may  survive  and  flourish. 

Mr.  Dohnson  concluded  that  putting  the  proposed  amendment  to  a vote  is, 
"like  sneaking  racism  on  the  ballot."  The  amendment  is  not  a sneak  attack. 
Rather,  it  is  a direct  assault  on  a history  and  pattern  of  genocide. 

John  Rockwell  Snowden  is  a professor  in  the  College  of  Law  at  the 

University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln . 
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G.I.  Doe  Speaking  in  Navajo 
By  Leslie  Linthicum 
Dournal  Staff  Writer 

There's  a new  G.I.  Doe  on  the  horizon.  And  he's  speaking  Navajo. 

"Navajo  Code  Talker  G.I.  Doe"  is  the  latest  in  a long  line  of  military 
action  figures  from  the  Hasbro  toy  company. 

Lift  the  stern-faced  Navajo  soldier's  arm  and  he  spits  out  a 
communication  in  the  Navajo  language  followed  by  an  English  translation. 

The  foot-tall  figure  comes  with  a short  history  of  the  Code  Talkers,  a 
group  of  specially  trained  Navajo  Marines  who  translated  radio 
communications  into  unbreakable  codes  using  the  Navajo  language  during 
World  War  II. 

The  seven  Navajo  phrases  spoken  by  the  toy  are  the  voice  of  Sam  Billison, 
a delegate  to  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council  and  a surviving  Code  Talker. 

Billison,  who  lives  in  Window  Rock,  Ariz.,  the  Navajo  Reservation 
capital,  was  visited  by  a Hasbro  design  team  last  fall. 

"They  came  out  and  recorded  me,"  Billison  said.  "I  talk  slow,  so  they 
increased  my  speed." 

"Request  air  support"  and  "attack  by  machine  gun"  are  among  the  messages 
the  Navajo  G.I.  Doe  announces  in  Navajo  code  and  in  English. 

Billison,  74,  laughs  every  time  he  pokes  the  Marine  toy  and  hears  his 
voice . 

It  is  flattering  and  a little  silly  to  have  a doll  that  speaks  with  his 
voice,  Billison  said. 

"But  the  main  thing  is  that  this  will  let  people  know  about  the  Code 
Talkers,"  Billison  said.  "I  think  it's  really  going  to  put  us  on  the  map." 

The  $24.99  G.I.  Doe  was  shipped  to  stores  nationwide  in  February,  Hasbro 
spokeswoman  Holly  Ingram  said.  The  Code  Talker  G.I.  Doe  will  be  one  of  22 
"classic"  G.I.  Doe  figures.  They  include  a female  Army  helicopter  pilot, 
Dapanese-American  soldiers  in  World  War  II  and  President  Kennedy  as  a PT 
boat  commander. 

"They  may  be  relatively  unsung  heroes,"  Ingram  said,  "but  their  role  was 
very  important." 

Hasbro  has  agreed  to  donate  $5,000  to  the  Navajo  Code  Talkers 
Association  and  to  give  a Navajo  G.I.  Doe  to  each  of  the  approximately  150 
surviving  Code  Talkers. 

http: //www. abq journal . com/news/2news03-01-00 . htm 

Wednesday,  March  1,  2000 
Barbie  tries  Tlingit  look 
New  doll  a 'nice  effort' 

By  LIZ  RUSKIN 
Daily  News  reporter 

Her  long,  synthetic  hair  cascades  over  her  fuzzy  Chilkat  blanket,  her 
headband  mimics  a tiara,  and  she  has  those  permanently  high-heeled  feet  - 
she's  Tlingit  Barbie! 

Yes,  Mattel  Corp.  has  come  out  with  a Tlingit  version  of  its  most  famous 
doll.  With  a price  tag  of  $25.86,  she  is  aimed  at  the  collector  market. 

"Part  of  Barbie's  relevance  to  little  girls  as  well  as  to  collector 
women  is  her  beauty  and  the  detail,"  said  Barbie  spokeswoman  Dulia  Densen 
at  Mattel's  Los  Angeles  headquarters.  "The  goal  of  the  Collector  Edition 
is  to  be  as  accurate  as  possible." 

So  how  does  the  Mattel  miniature  go  over  with  real  Tlingit  women? 

Three  members  of  the  Anchorage-based  Tlingit,  Haida  and  Tsimshian  dance 


group  Naa  Luudisk  Gwai  Yatx'i  reviewed  the  doll  Saturday,  just  before  a 
dance  performance.  They  said  they  liked  her  and  would  buy  Tlingit  Barbie 
for  their  daughters  or  granddaughters . 

Of  course,  the  earth  tones  on  her  outfit  didn't  look  right,  said  the 
dancers,  who  were  wearing  traditional  red  and  black  dance  garb.  And  the 
designs  didn't  look  very  Tlingit  to  them. 

"This  looks  too  American  Indian,"  declared  Harriet  Beleal,  pointing  to  a 
design  circling  Barbie's  blue  dress  at  knee  level. 

The  white  boots  would  be  more  appropriate  for  an  Eskimo  doll,  said  Mabel 
Pike. 

"I  think  she  looks  more  Samoan,"  Pike  said. 

But  the  black  hair  is  accurate,  as  is  the  dark  complexion,  said  Beleal's 
daughter,  Lynette  Hinz. 

The  Midtown  Wal-Mart  got  a dozen  of  the  dolls  in  mid-February  and  sold 
them  all  by  the  end  of  the  month. 

"People  have  been  asking  about  it  for  the  last  seven  months,"  said  Doel 
Dolphin,  manager  of  the  Wal-Mart  toy  department.  "A  lot  of  them  were 
Natives  themselves  and  wanted  their  children  to  play  with  a Native  doll." 

The  doll's  formal  name  is  Northwest  Coast  Native  American  Barbie. 

"I  am  a Tlingit,  sometimes  called  Totem  Pole  People,"  the  plastic  maiden 
said  in  her  back-of -the-box  bio.  The  text  describes  totems  and  notes  they 
can  be  seen  at  the  Sitka  National  Historic  Park. 

"The  totem  pole  is  raised  at  gatherings  called  potlatches,  events  marked 
with  gift-giving,  feasting,  singing  and  dancing,  and  most  importantly, 
honoring  our  ancestors,"  it  says. 

"Today,  our  lives  are  a blend  of  the  modern  and  traditional.  Our  dinner 
may  be  salmon  or  seal  meat  ...  or  pizza!  For  fun,  we  play  basketball  or 
two-foot  kick,  a traditional  Inuit  game." 

Tlingit  Barbie  comes  with  a "certificate  of  authenticity"  declaring  that 
the  doll  "was  inspired  by  the  history  and  lifestyles  of  the  Northwest 
Coast  Native  Americans." 

The  Barbie  body,  though,  resembles  no  earthly  creature.  If  her 
impossible  figure  were  imposed  on  a woman  5 feet  9 inches  tall,  her  waist 
would  measure  17  inches  around  and  her  foot  would  be  about  5 inches  long. 

Helen  McNeil,  a luneau-born  Tlingit  artist  who  lives  in  Anchorage,  found 
a few  inaccuracies  in  the  text  on  the  box. 

"We  never  call  ourselves  'the  Totem  Pole  People,'  " she  said. 

As  for  recreation,  Mattel  was  at  least  half  right,  she  said. 

"We're  not  Inuit.  We  do  play  basketball,"  she  said. 

Still,  she  gave  Mattel  high  marks  for  trying  and  said  she  would  buy  the 
doll  for  her  grandchildren. 

"It  is  a nice  effort,  a far  cry  from  the  Barbies  of  the  '50s,"  McNeil 
said . 

Her  daughters  played  with  Barbies  when  they  were  small,  and  they  were 
drawn  to  the  darker-skinned  models. 

"They  preferred  the  ones  that  looked  like  themselves,"  she  said. 

Mattel  produced  Tlingit  Barbie  and  the  information  on  the  box  with  help 
from  the  Sealaska  Heritage  Foundation,  a nonprofit  arm  of  the  regional 
Native  corporation  in  Southeast. 

"We  served  as  kind  of  technical  advisors  to  them,"  said  the  foundation's 
president,  Rosita  Worl.  A Tlingit  and  an  anthropologist,  Worl  said  she  had 
mixed  feelings  about  the  finished  product. 

"I  think  they  tried  to  be  responsive  to  our  advice,  except  in  terms  of 
their  marketing  requirements,"  she  said.  The  folks  at  Mattel,  for  example, 
wouldn't  use  the  traditional  red  and  black  colors  because  they  believed  it 
wouldn't  sell,  she  said. 

"We  went  round  and  round  about  that,"  she  said.  "They  said  they  needed 
to  use  the  colors  the  general  public  likes." 

On  the  other  hand,  she  advised  Mattel  not  to  be  too  accurate  when  it 
came  to  the  designs.  It  would  be  wrong,  she  said,  for  the  company  to  copy 
the  crests  found  in  Tlingit  art. 

"Crests  are  property,  and  they're  owned  by  specific  clans,"  Worl  said. 
"Even  though  there's  no  law,  under  Western  law,  that  protects  this 
intellectual  property,  we  ourselves  are  governed  by  traditional  law." 

Mattel  abided  by  that  rule,  Worl  said.  She  said  she  couldn't  get  them  to 


strike  the  "Totem  Pole  People"  line  or  the  bit  about  the  two-foot  kick. 

All  in  all,  she  said,  the  doll  will  probably  be  educational. 

"People  are  going  to  learn  about  Tlingits,"  she  said,  "Or  at  least  know 
that  we're  still  alive." 
http://www.adn . com/stories/T00030145 . html 
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Cayugas  Learn  Bitter  Lesson  in  Claims  Case 
by  Doug  George-Kanentiio 

The  decision  by  a Federal  jury  to  award  the  Cayuga  Nation  $36.9  million 
for  200  years  of  pain  and  suffering  simply  affirms  the  belief  by  many 
Native  people  that  justice  is  hard  to  come  by  in  the  American  courts. 

The  case  was  brought  by  the  Cayugas  in  order  to  secure  land;  they  have 
stated  repeatedly  they  were  less  concerned  with  money  than  a return  of 
some  of  the  64,000  acres  which  New  York  took  from  them  in  violation  of 
Iroquois  and  US  Federal  law. 

To  the  traditional  Cayugas,  the  ones  who  are  truly  in  touch  with 
Iroquois  spirituality,  the  land  is  a living  entity  which  was  entrusted  to 
them  many  hundreds  of  years  ago. 

There  is  ample  evidence  of  the  deep  respect  the  Cayugas  had  for  their 
ancestral  territory;  the  waters  were  kept  pure,  the  wildlife  was  abundant 
and  humans  lived  reverently  upon  the  land. 

Through  song  and  dance  along  with  the  recitation  of  the  Onhe:ton 
Kairihwatehkwen  (the  Words  of  Thanksgiving  which  come  before  all  else)  the 
Cayugas,  and  their  Iroquois  family,  are  able  to  demonstrate  their  love  for 
the  land,  even  if  they  have  been  divorced  from  it  for  the  past  seven 
generations . 

Certainly,  the  traditional  Iroquois  are  concerned  about  their 
credibility  given  the  recent  reports  that  one  of  its  family  members  have 
submitted  a settlement  proposal  which  would  involve  the  exchange  of  land 
for  slot  machines  and  alcohol.  They  are  aware  of  the  warnings  by  the 
Seneca  prophet  Flandsome  Lake  who,  in  1799,  predicted  booze  and  gambling 
would  one  day  bring  pain,  confrontation  and  suffering  to  the  People  of  the 
Longhouse. 

The  Iroquois  know  the  opponents  of  Native  treaty  rights  will  use  this 
compromise  as  ammunition  in  their  battle  to  prevent  the  Cayugas  from  going 
home  but  they  underestimate  the  determination  of  the  traditional  Iroquois 
to  carry  on  as  distinct  peoples,  guided  by  the  ideals  given  to  them  by 
Skennenrahawi,  the  founder  of  the  Haudenosaunee  Confederacy. 

For  the  Cayugas,  and  all  other  traditional  Iroquois,  the  challenge  is  to 
find  a way  to  make  this  happen  in  a region  which  has  become  hostile  to  the 
concept  of  aboriginal  rights,  separate  from  those  enjoyed  by  their  non- 
Native  neighbors. 

The  court  clearly  misunderstood  the  Cayugas  when  the  judge  excluded  land 
from  the  damages  part  of  the  case.  The  court  also  demonstrated  a lack  of 
appreciation  for  the  incredible  story  of  the  endurance  of  the  landless 
Cayugas  when  it  prohibited  testimony  as  to  their  experiences  as  refugees 
in  western  New  York,  Ontario  and  Oklahoma. 

Flow  could  the  court  reduce  this  struggle  to  mere  money?  Should  not  the 
jury  have  heard  the  plaintiffs?  The  Cayugas  believed  such  statements 
would  have  been  vital  in  convincing  a jury  as  to  the  righteousness  of 
their  cause,  as  is  the  norm  in  all  legal  actions  arising  from  injury. 

The  Cayugas  hope  the  court  would  want  to  do  the  right  thing  and  give 
them,  after  so  many  years  of  appeals,  an  opportunity  to  speak.  Yet  they 
were  reduced  to  mere  witnesses  as  their  two  hundred  year  fight  to  return 
to  the  land  of  their  ancestors  was  reduced  to  the  dry  testimony  of  real 
estate  appraisers. 

Thirty  six  million  is  nothing  to  sneeze  at  but  in  an  era  when  athletes 


are  paid  many  times  that  for  dribbling  basketballs,  firing  hockey  pucks 
and  swinging  bats  the  award  seems  rather  paltry. 

The  Iroquois  should  extract  important  lessons  form  the  Cayuga  experience. 

They  must  realize  piecemeal  negotiations  place  the  Native  nations  at  an 
enormous  disadvantage  when  it  comes  to  setting  equitable  terms.  So  too, 
the  lack  of  a cohesive  public  relations  campaign  explaining  the  reasons 
for  the  land  claims  has  cost  the  Iroquois  vital  popular  support  essential 
if  a settlement  is  to  be  approved  by  the  New  York  State  legislature  before 
moving  on  to  Congress. 

In  former  times,  the  Iroquois  were  respected  because  of  their  unity. 

Common  sense,  and  the  bitter  experiences  of  the  Cayugas,  should  make  it 
clear  to  everyone  the  chiefs  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy  must  assume  their  rightful  place  as  the  negotiators  for  all 
Iroquois  land  claims. 
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Hi  Bob, 

Please  post  this  report  from  Harald  Ihmig  and  other  European  supporters  who 
have  been  on  Black  Mesa  since  mid-February : 

>From  Harald  Ihmig 

(Translated  from  the  German  by  Alan  Frankel) 

February  25,  2000 

The  lights  that  shine  at  night  on  the  northern  edge  of  Black  Mesa  spread 
no  hope.  They  are  the  greedy  eyes  of  voracious  bulldozers,  which  ceaselessly 
tear  the  liver  out  of  the  body  of  Mother  Earth,  as  the  Dineh  say.  One  need 
not  be  born  on  this  plateau,  bare  and  yet  full  of  so  many  kinds  of  life,  to 
be  won  over  by  the  land  with  its  restful  expanses,  its  gathered  humans,  and 
its  rare  plants  that  listen  to  prayers  and  heal.  Here,  where  everything  has 
a name  and  is  woven  into  stories,  the  violent  invasion  of  a world  apart  fills 
a visitor  with  pain  and  anger.  Now  the  Peabody  Coal  Company  is  digging  the 
coal  and  water  out  of  Black  Mesa.  Every  day,  millions  of  gallons  are  pumped 
out  in  order  to  carry  the  black  gold  away  to  Nevada.  Only  in  small  amounts 
does  the  mine  give  coal  and  water  back  to  the  inhabitants  whom  it  has  robbed 
on  a grand  scale.  Now  that  the  camps  are  locked  up  and  the  springs  have  been 
conquered,  the  people  depend  on  the  trickle  from  the  mine  that  is  burying 
their  lives.  They  --  and  now  we  as  well  --  live  without  electricity  or 
running  water.  Only  a few  cell  phones  and  a single,  fragile  gateway  to  the 
Internet  by  way  of  windmill  and  gas  generator  maintain  contact  with  the 
outside  world,  from  which  they  anticipate  help. 

The  tribal  council,  by  contrast,  has  been  able  to  equip  its  modern 
headquarters  in  distant  Window  Rock  with  the  help  of  lease  payments 
(originally  less  than  2%,  now  12.5%).  A federal  court  has  just  decided  that 
although  the  Navajo  were  indeed  cheated  by  an  official  from  the  Ministry  of 
the  Interior  and  his  Peabody  crony  in  the  negotiation  of  royalties,  the  fraud 
can  be  brushed  off  with  the  enlightening  comment  that  the  representatives  of 
the  US  agency  are  not  obligated  to  act  in  the  interest  of  the  Navajo. 

On  February  17,  when  we  latecomers  --  Lea  from  Incomindios,  Uta  and  I 
from  FIAN,  Corinna  from  Tuebingen  --  had  just  barely  arrived,  the  Dineh 
elders  met  with  their  presidents,  or,  more  accurately,  with  their  (white) 
principal  attorney,  who  shared  the  throne  of  the  podium  and  listened  from 
above  to  the  demands  of  his  subordinates.  Nevertheless,  a dialog  was 
achieved.  However,  the  elders  have  the  impression  that  Kelsey  Begay,  their 
president,  listens  more  to  the  Hopi  tribal  council  than  to  them.  In  the 
past,  he  has  said  openly  that  after  25  years  of  opposition  to  their 


"resettlement/'  they  should  finally  swallow  this  bitter  pill.  For  those 
receiving  this  advice,  however,  the  pill  is  not  only  bitter,  but  poisonous. 

Nor  does  he  extend  any  welcome  to  "outsiders,"  "non-Indian  supporters" 
like  us.  The  Hopi  press  even  explains  that  international  human  rights 
activists  are  alcoholics  and  the  worst  terrorists  in  the  world.  Currently 
most  resisters  and  their  supporters  are  being  forced  away. 

Now  off  to  San  Francisco  for  a new  trial  in  the  Manybeads  Case,  which 
has  been  dragging  on  since  1988  and  is  attempting  to  overturn  the  Relocation 
Act,  which  legalizes  the  uprooting  of  a culture  bound  to  the  land,  by 
appealing  to  constitutionally  guaranteed  freedom  of  religion.  Next,  the 
non-signers  want  to  pay  a visit  to  presidential  candidate  McCain,  who  calls 
himself  a friend  of  the  Indians  but  was  involved  substantially  in  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  of  1996;  it  guarantees  their  limited  presence  -- 
under  threat  of  expulsion.  Others  want  to  demand  a response  from  him  still 
earlier,  in  Tucson.  Most  of  our  little  "terrorist  gang"  will  take  part  in 
these  demonstrations.  I am  involved  for  the  time  being  with  a "domestic 
policy"  problem,  the  improvement  of  the  communication  among  the  Dineh 
themselves  --  a problem  that  needs  a solution  just  as  urgently  as  the 
pressures  from  outside. 

This  will  have  an  impact  on  our  reporting.  Reports  from  San  Francisco 
will  follow,  the  second  reports  from  Marion  and  Flarald  Mueller  should  have 
arrived,  Timo  has  performed  video  interviews  with  Roberta  Blackgoat  and 
Louise  Benally  (at  a a demonstration  in  Flagstaff).  Please  bear  with  us,  as 
we  cannot  put  our  many  impressions  into  words  so  quickly! 

With  the  contributions  from  the  [Society  for  Threatened  Peoples]  and 
Incomindios,  we  gave  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  a used  all-terrain  car.  The 
contributions  from  Elke  and  Britta  and  their  friends  went  into  a big  tent 

which  will  stay  in  the  Anna  Mae  camp,  along  with  Stefan's  big  gas  stove. 

With  the  contribution  from  the  One-World  Network,  Timo  bought  a camcorder 
that  will  also  remain  with  the  Dineh.  The  remaining  contributions  from  Silke 
and  friends  and  the  PDS  should  serve,  in  my  opinion,  to  make  the  voices  of 
the  elders  heard  and  give  them  a point  of  contact  with  the  outside  world,  if 
this  should  turn  out  to  be  their  first  wish. 

The  sun  still  rises  every  morning  above  the  wild  expanse  of  the  steppe 
landscape,  in  which  the  few  humans  are  easily  lost  to  the  eye;  we  find  their 

trail  only  after  many  false  starts  along  the  winding  dirt  roads.  There  is, 

far  and  wide,  no  trace  of  Hopi  settlers  in  the  Hopi-Partitioned  land.  We 
cannot  figure  out  why  there  should  be  no  more  room  for  the  Dineh  elders, 
children,  and  grandchildren  and  their  small  sheep  and  goat  herds  in  the 
scattered  yards  in  their  homeland  in  which  they  are  rooted  like  plants.  But 
their  culture,  their  desire  to  live  in  their  own  way,  is  not  dying  out;  if  it 
goes  under,  it  will  only  be  because  the  Dineh  themselves  have  been  killed  off. 

There  is  still  hope,  because  there  is  still  resistance. 
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The  Hopi  Tribe  has  joined  the  Navajo  Nation  in  a lawsuit  against  Peabody 
Coal  Co.,  Southern  California  Edison  Co.  and  the  Salt  River  Project, 
alleging  that  the  coal  and  power  companies  defrauded  them. 


In  papers  filed  in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Washington,  D.C.,  the  Hopi 
Tribe  says  it  seeks  "to  vindicate  its  right  to  control  and  receive  full 
and  fair  compensation  for  its  coal  resources." 

The  Hopis  allege  that  Peabody,  Edison  and  the  SRP  engaged  "in  a scheme 
to  defraud  and  convert  the  money  and  property  of  the  tribe  through 
interference  with  the  relationship  between  the  tribe  and  the  United  States 
government,"  the  Gallup  Independent  reported  Friday. 

They  contend  the  defendants  "acted  in  concert  to  deliberately  lure  the 
Hopi  Tribe  and  the  Navajo  Nation  into  renegotiating  the  terms  of  various 
coal  mining  leases,  and  then  failed  to  negotiate  in  good  faith." 

The  Hopis  said  they  were  not  aware  of  the  scheme  until  the  Navajos  filed 
suit  last  year. 

Navajo  President  Kelsey  Begaye  said  he  welcomed  the  Hopi  participation. 
The  two  tribes  have  been  tangled  in  a land  dispute  for  more  than  a century, 
but  their  joint  coal  leases  are  a common  interest,  and  the  lawsuit  could 
bring  both  tribes  additional  money. 

"The  Navajo  Nation  looks  forward  to  standing  together  with  the  Hopi 
Tribe  to  obtain  compensation  for  those  damages  to  both  our  peoples," 

Begaye  said. 
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Judge  to  hold  hearing  on  whether  to  continue  Oneida  land  claim  talks 
By  William  Kates,  Associated  Press,  3/2/2000  00:36 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  Attorneys  in  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  land  claim  will 
head  to  Florida  next  week.  It's  no  vacation,  though. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Neal  McCurn  wants  to  know  why  he  should  not  end 
yearlong  settlement  talks  and  bring  the  dispute  to  trial. 

The  hearing  is  scheduled  for  Friday  in  Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  where  McCurn  is 
spending  the  month  as  a visiting  judge.  McCurn  just  finished  presiding 
over  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  land  claim  trial,  which  ended  in  a $37 
million  recommended  award  for  the  tribe. 

McCurn  scheduled  the  meeting  after  receiving  a confidential  status 
report  Friday  from  court-appointed  settlement  master  Ronald  Riccio.  The 
report  has  not  been  released  publicly  and  Riccio  on  Wednesday  declined  to 
reveal  its  contents  because  of  a court  order  prohibiting  the  participants 
from  discussing  details  of  the  negotiations. 

"I'd  like  to  be  hopeful  that  talks  will  continue,"  said  Riccio,  a law 
professor  at  Seton  Hall  University  in  New  Jersey. 

"The  parties  have  to  show  Judge  McCurn  why  he  should  allow  the  talks  to 
go  on.  That's  if  they  even  want  them  to  continue,"  Riccio  said. 

"But  we've  been  going  at  it  for  a year.  After  a year,  you  would  think 
there  would  be  something  concrete  to  point  to,  and  there's  not,"  he  added. 

Although  there  is  no  urgency,  Riccio  said  he  asked  McCurn  for  the 
hearing  while  he  was  away  in  Florida  because  "we  don't  want  to  keep 
everyone  dangling." 

The  Oneida  Nation  had  no  comment  about  the  upcoming  hearing,  said  tribal 
spokesman  Mark  Emery. 

Although  at  an  apparent  dead  end.  Assistant  Oneida  County  Attorney 
Stephen  Haggas  said  the  county's  goal  remains  to  achieve  a negotiated 
settlement.  A court  trial,  he  said,  would  only  address  how  much  money  and 
land  the  Oneidas  would  get. 

A jury  trial  won't  resolve  the  larger  questions  surrounding  the  dispute, 
such  as  whether  the  Oneidas  should  pay  property  taxes  to  the  state  and 
local  government  or  if  there  should  be  a limit  on  how  much  property  the 
nation  can  buy,  he  said.  An  out-of-court  settlement  could  possibly 
address  both  issues. 

The  Oneidas,  with  the  support  of  the  U.S.  Justice  Department,  are 
seeking  compensation  for  the  loss  of  250,000  acres  of  ancestral  land  in 


Oneida  and  Madison  counties.  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  found  in  1985  that 
the  land  was  seized  in  questionable  transactions  with  the  state  and 
private  individuals  and  ruled  the  Oneidas  are  entitled  to  compensation. 

After  years  of  failed  talks,  McCurn  last  February  appointed  Riccio  to 
mediate  negotiations  between  the  Oneidas,  state  and  two  counties. 

Last  month,  Riccio  reportedly  floated  a $500  million  settlement  proposal 
but  the  state  turned  it  down  because  the  Oneidas  would  not  agree  to 
collect  and  remit  sales  taxes  on  all  sales  to  non-Indians. 

Leon  Koziol,  the  attorney  for  a grassroots  landowners'  group  called 
Upstate  Citizens  for  Equality,  said  Tuesday  most  members  expect  McCurn  to 
end  the  protracted  and  unproductive  negotiations. 

If  that  happens,  he  said,  "there  is  no  particular  outrage  one  way  or 
another,  but  there  is  heightened  anxiety." 

Should  McCurn  decide  to  end  negotiations,  among  his  next  steps  will  be 
to  decide  whether  to  grant  the  Oneidas'  motion  to  add  20,000  individual 
landowners  to  the  land  claim  lawsuit  as  defendants.  He  could  also  set  a 
trial  date. 
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The  Little  City  That  Said  No 
Sherrill  first  to  try  to  evict  Oneidas 
By  Michelle  Breidenbach 

As  mayor  of  the  city  of  Sherrill,  Dwight  Evans  believes  everyone  who 
lives  and  works  in  the  city  should  abide  by  the  same  laws.  That  includes 
the  Oneida  Indian  Nation. 

"Our  position  is,  the  people  of  Sherrill  elect  their  own  government, 
which  reports  to  the  state  and  federal  governments.  We  can't  have  people 
who  don't  recognize  that,"  Evans  said.  "I  just  don't  think  it's  American 
to  be  creating  this  separatism.  It's  certainly  not  the  society  Martin 
Luther  King  or  Abraham  Lincoln  envisioned." 

The  city  took  a lonely  and  bold  step  in  February  when  it  moved  to  evict 
the  nation  from  its  tax-delinquent  T-shirt  printing  factory  on  Route  5. 

In  turn,  Sherrill,  the  state's  smallest  city  bought  itself  a lawsuit 
from  New  York's  wealthiest  Indian  nation.  Now,  it  will  be  up  to  a federal 
judge  to  decide  which  set  of  laws  the  city  and  the  Oneida  Nation  should 
follow. 

On  reservation  land,  the  Oneidas  say,  they  are  subject  only  to  rules 
created  by  their  Men's  Council  and  the  federal  government.  The  nation 
believes  the  land  under  Sherrill's  feet  is  still  Oneida  reservation,  and 
the  3,284  Sherrill  residents  are  trespassers  on  property  stolen  in  the 
18th  and  19th  centuries. 

"They're  treating  us  like  we're  citizens  of  the  city  of  Sherrill,  but 
we're  not,"  said  Dick  Lynch,  a member  of  the  Oneida's  Men's  Council. 

The  city's  foreclosure  is  the  most  recent  test  of  the  nation's  claim  to 
sovereignty  on  250,000  acres  that  once  were  part  of  its  ancestral 
territory.  The  Oneidas  have  sued  to  reclaim  the  land,  which  a court 
ruling  said  was  purchased  illegally  by  the  state. 

For  26  years,  since  the  claim  was  filed,  the  Oneidas  and  the  state  and 
county  governments  have  been  at  odds  over  ownership  of  the  land  and  the 
nation's  claim  to  sovereignty. 

In  the  past  year  of  court-ordered  negotiations,  the  two  sides  said  they 
have  come  closer  than  ever  to  reaching  an  agreement.  But  while  the  land 
claim  goes  unsettled,  the  Oneida  Nation,  the  counties,  villages,  towns 
and  cities  are  all  playing  by  different  sets  of  rules. 


Sherrill  is  the  first  municipality  to  try  to  evict  the  Oneidas  for 
nonpayment  of  taxes. 

The  city,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Oneida  County,  put  its  charter  to 
work  when  taxes  went  unpaid  for  three  years  on  the  T-shirt  shop.  The  city 
plans  to  take  similar  steps  next  year  on  other  Oneida  properties, 
including  a SavOn  gas  station  and  convenience  store  also  on  Route  5. 

Altogether,  city  officials  say,  the  nation  owes  about  $10,000  in 
property  taxes. 

Madison  County  filed  court  papers  in  December  demanding  payment  on  12 
other  tax-delinquent  properties.  If  the  nation  does  not  pay  taxes  by 
March  31,  the  county  could  auction  the  property  in  November. 

The  Oneidas  have  paid  more  than  $1  million  in  grants,  called  "silver 
covenants,"  to  school  districts  in  which  they  own  land.  Oneida  County, 
the  only  municipal  government  to  participate,  has  accepted  $305,686. 

Evans  said  Sherrill  cannot  accept  such  gifts. 

"It's  not  fair  for  city  residents  to  have  one  person  paying  taxes  and 
another  person  paying  what  they  voluntarily  choose  to  pay,"  Evans  said. 

"We  want  to  be  fair.  It's  important  we  treat  them  like  anyone  else." 

The  land  in  Sherrill  is  part  of  11,000  acres  the  nation  has  purchased 
since  1993,  when  it  built  the  Turning  Stone  Casino  in  a Verona  cornfield. 

In  the  seven  years  since  then,  the  nation  has  expanded  the  casino  into  a 
resort,  and  added  six  SavOn  gas  stations  and  the  T-shirt  factory.  The 
nation  operates  a farm  in  Stockbridge  and  two  marinas  on  Oneida  Lake  and 
publishes  the  largest  Indian-owned  newspaper  in  the  United  States  out  of 
an  office  in  Canastota. 

On  all  of  its  land,  the  nation  does  not  pay  property  taxes,  does  not 
collect  state  sales  taxes  and  does  not  follow  state  and  local  building 
and  environmental  codes. 

That  seems  absurd  to  Wally  Glasgow,  a former  city  commissioner  whose 
Scottish-immigrant  family  has  grown  up  with  the  84-year-old  city. 

"There  is  nothing,  in  our  eyes,  to  show  they  are  not  citizens  of 
Sherrill,"  said  Glasgow,  69.  "We  expect  them  to  pay  their  fair  share. 

They  use  our  parks.  They  enjoy  our  trash  pickup.  They  enjoy  our  streets. 

It  can't  be  just  for  free." 

Glasgow's  father,  like  many  turn-of-the-century  immigrants  in  Sherrill, 
came  to  the  city  to  work  for  Oneida  Ltd.,  the  world's  largest  silverware 
manufacturer . 

Oneida  Ltd.  made  Sherrill  a company  town.  It  built  the  schools,  hired 
the  teachers  and  granted  loans  for  employees  to  build  homes.  During  the 
Depression,  the  company  rotated  workers  in  shifts  to  make  sure  everyone 
got  two  or  three  days  of  work  each  week,  Glasgow  said. 

The  company,  founded  by  the  utopian  Oneida  Community,  instilled  a 
philosophy  of  equality  and  fairness  in  its  employees  that  lives  on  in  the 
sons  and  daughters  who  still  populate  the  city,  Glasgow  said.  He  and 
other  Sherrill  residents  have  tied  yellow  ribbons  around  their  trees  as  a 
sign  of  distress. 

"My  whole  family  has  gone  to  war  to  defend  this  country,"  said  Glasgow, 
who  served  on  the  S.S.  Beatty,  a Navy  destroyer,  during  the  Korean 
conflict.  "I  guess  I'm  ready  to  take  up  arms  to  defend  my  own  homeland. 
That's  an  awful  way  to  look  at  things." 

Some  people  have  turned  their  U.S.  flags  upside  down.  "Old  Glory"  flew 
as  Glasgow  and  fellow  U.S.  sailors  arrived  at  unwelcome  ports.  It  draped 
the  coffins  of  his  father  and  brother. 

On  Oneida  Nation  land,  the  Oneida  flag  and  the  American  flag  fly  at 
equal  heights. 

"This  country  took  its  toll  to  make  this  one  nation  under  God.  We  have 
one  nation  under  God.  Now,  we  want  to  start  dividing  this  nation?  Only  as 
one  can  we  prosper, " he  said. 

Sherrill  resident  Dorothy  Hill,  a member  of  the  Turtle  Clan  of  the 
Mohawk  Nation,  said  white  people  should  not  judge  Indians  too  quickly. 

"I  love  our  people  and  I stand  by  them.  I'd  be  a poor  Indian  if  I didn't, 
" said  Hill,  76.  "But  I thrill  every  time  I hear  God  Bless  America  and 
the  Star  Spangled  Banner.  I thrill  and  I want  to  weep." 

Hill  and  her  husband,  John,  79,  a Tuscarora  chief,  are  one  of  only  three 
Native  American  families  who  own  homes  in  Sherrill. 


"We  feel  sorry  on  both  sides/'  Dorothy  Hill  said.  "We  feel  that  it's  a 
shame  that  it  had  to  take  200  years  to  bring  this  to  a head  and  this 
generation  has  to  suffer  for  that.  What  the  white  people  need  to  realize 
is,  we're  just  like  they  are." 

Dorothy  Hill  put  on  traditional  Indian  dress  and  brought  Sherrill  to 
tears  on  its  75th  anniversary  by  singing  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  in  a 
city  park.  John  Hill  volunteered  as  a paratrooper  in  World  War  II.  The 
couple  worked  hard,  bought  a home  and  put  two  daughters  through  college. 

Dorothy  and  John  Hill  consider  themselves  Americans,  as  much  as  Wally 
Glasgow  considers  himself  one.  But  the  Hills  carry  the  scars  of  their 
Indian  people,  she  said. 

"I  think  of  myself  as  an  American  first,  but  I'm  very  proud  of  my 
heritage,"  she  said.  "I  feel  for  my  Indian  people.  I'm  sorry  for  my 
Indian  people." 

The  Hills'  neighbors  cut  their  grass,  shovel  their  snow,  bring  in  their 
groceries  - everything  neighbors  in  a place  like  Sherrill  do  for  each 
other.  As  John  Hill  said,  "They  think  the  world  of  us." 

People  see  their  Indian  features  and  think  the  Hills  are  Oneida,  the 
couple  said.  Not  one  person  on  West  Hinds  Street  has  ever  mentioned  the 
land  claim  to  them. 

Inside  their  home,  however,  the  Hills  spread  out  the  Sunday  newspaper 
and  read  what  their  white  neighbors  are  saying  about  their  Iroquois 
brethren . 

"Everybody  is  fighting,"  Dorothy  Hill  said.  "It's  just  words.  People 
should  have  been  patient  enough  to  let  the  courts  decide." 

The  Hills  have  seen  the  maps  and  believe  they  bought  a house  on  ancient 
Oneida  soil.  Like  their  white  neighbors,  they  are  not  sure  if  that  means 
they  live  on  an  Indian  reservation.  But  unlike  many  of  their  white 
neighbors,  they  are  not  afraid. 

"They  make  such  a fearful  issue,"  Dohn  Hill  said.  "Common  sense  tells 
you,  there  are  20,000  homes,  yet  there  are  only  1,000  Oneidas  registered. 
Can  you  imagine  all  the  20,000  homes  being  taken?  It's  impossible." 

Evans,  the  city's  elected  leader  since  1991,  said  he  could  do  without 
the  controversy. 

"I'd  rather  not  be  conversing  in  ancient  land  treaties,"  he  said.  "I'd 
rather  be  a mayor  of  a small  city  and  an  insurance  agent." 

Evans  Insurance  sits  behind  a storefront  window  on  the  city's  main  drag, 
wedged  between  a flower  shop  and  a meat  market.  Three  brief  cases  and  two 
filing  cabinets  are  jammed  with  copies  of  200-year-old  treaties  and 
correspondence  among  Indian  chiefs.  New  York  governors  and  U.S. 
representatives . 

He  shifts  through  the  papers  with  a practiced  hand.  He  rarely  looks  up. 

"Here's  one  from  the  Department  of  Interior  that  says  the  Oneida  Indian 
Nation  doesn't  exist,"  he  said,  pulling  out  a 1982  letter.  "I'm  sure 
there's  someplace  else  where  this  is  contradicted.  It's  just  one  thing 
after  another." 

City  leaders  have  signed  on  to  services  offered  pro  bono  by  Fried,  Frank, 
Harris,  Shriver  and  Jacobson,  a 400-member  law  firm  in  Manhattan. 

"What  Sherrill  is  doing  is  ensuring  our  day  in  court,  so  these  issues 
can  come  out  if  (land  claim)  negotiations  fail,"  Evans  said.  "It's  not 
about  acquiring  the  property,  taking  the  T-shirt  shop,  although  we  will 
follow  the  law  wherever  we  need  to." 

When  the  city  raised  taxes,  in  part,  to  put  $55,000  in  a legal  defense 
fund,  some  residents  praised  the  city  for  its  foresight.  Members  of 
Upstate  Citizens  for  Equality,  a landowners'  group,  staged  pickets  twice 
last  week  outside  the  T-shirt  shop. 

Oneida  County  Executive  Ralph  Eannace  said  protesting  on  disputed  land 
is  only  provoking  violence.  "The  decision  ought  to  be  made  in  the  court 
and  not  in  the  parking  lot,"  Eannace  said. 

Kay  Kotwica,  who  organizes  protests  for  UCE,  said  the  group  is  simply 
supporting  Sherrill. 

"Unfortunately,  a lot  of  politicians  don't  feel  the  need  to  uphold  the 
law,"  she  said.  "It's  nice  to  see  someone  who  isn't  intimidated  by  money." 
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Montana  Indians  need  larger  voice  in  government 
By  Ron  Selden 
Today  correspondent 

BILLINGS,  Mont.  - An  American  Indian  legislator  from  the  Crow  Indian 
Reservation  is  proposing  creation  of  a new  Montana  Department  of  Indian 
Affairs  to  help  Native  people  further  integrate  into  state  government. 

Rep.  Bill  Eggers  (shown  left),  a Democrat  and  an  enrolled  member  of  the 
Crow  Tribe,  broached  the  proposal  during  a Feb.  18  Montana-Wyoming  Tribal 
Leaders  Council  meeting  in  Billings.  Eggers,  among  others,  maintains  the 
new  agency  is  needed  so  Indians  can  have  a stronger  voice  in  government. 

"We  don't  need  to  be  a second-class  citizen  in  this  state,"  he  told  the 
council.  "We  need  a Native  American  department.  We  need  a cabinet-level 
department . " 

Eggers  said  he  is  already  drafting  a bill  that  would  create  the  new 
agency.  Fie  wants  tribal  leaders  across  the  state  to  add  their  input  so  the 
proposed  legislation  fits  all  of  their  needs. 

Eggers  told  the  group  he  believes  the  current  state  Indian  affairs 
coordinator  post,  which  operates  out  of  the  governor's  office,  doesn't 
have  enough  clout.  A full-scale  department  would  elevate  Indian  needs  to  a 
higher  level  and  would  allow  tribes  to  get  more  involved  in  policy  making 
and  programs  in  all  areas  of  state  government. 

Montana  tribes  have  grappled  with  the  future  of  the  coordinator's 
position  for  years.  While  many  reservation  leaders  maintain  the 
coordinator's  workload  is  too  heavy  and  appointees  to  the  post  get 
stretched  too  thin,  others  like  the  close  access  to  governors,  especially 
to  those  that  support  tribal  initiatives. 

The  1999  Montana  Legislature  approved  a bill  to  study  whether  the 
coordinator  job,  held  by  Louie  Clayborn,  should  be  replaced  by  an  Indian 
Affairs  commission.  Eggers'  proposal  would  potentially  expand  tribal 
influence  even  further. 

"We  don't  want  a token  representative  up  there  (in  Helena),"  Eggers  said 
of  the  challenges  faced  by  having  only  one  person  in  state  government 
whose  job  is  helping  Indians. 

At  the  very  least,  said  Blackfeet  Tribal  Chairman  Bill  Old  Chief  (shown 
right),  the  coordinator's  job  should  be  elevated  to  a cabinet  level.  There 
should  also  be  money  allocated  to  hire  more  staff  and  give  the  coordinator 
a raise,  he  said.  He  added  that  tribes,  and  not  the  governor,  should  be 
responsible  for  appointing  the  coordinator. 

Old  Chief  said  Indians  in  Montana  can  no  longer  sit  on  the  sidelines  and 
let  state  government  craft  programs  and  make  decisions  without  having 
their  viewpoints  aired. 

"Anything  from  now  on  has  to  have  the  input  from  the  tribes,"  he  said. 
"If  we're  not  there,  we  will  be  forgotten.  Those  days  of  non-Indians 
putting  plans  and  policy  together  (for  us)  are  over." 

Rep.  Carol  Duneau,  D-Browning  and  a Mandan-Hidatsa , said  that  the  state 
coordinator  must  contort  to  the  political  whims  of  the  governor,  whomever 
they  happen  to  be. 

"I  don't  think  that  creates  a good  advocate  for  tribes,"  she  said. 

Democratic  gubernatorial  candidate  Mike  Cooney,  who  serves  as  Montana 
secretary  of  state,  attended  the  meeting  and  said  he's  committed  to 
expanding  the  role  of  Indians  in  state  government.  He  was  not  asked, 
however,  if  he  supports  creating  a new  Indian  affairs  department. 

"We  have  to  have  our  Native  Americans  represented  at  the  table  daily" 
and  at  all  levels,  Cooney  said,  pledging  to  work  with  tribes  any  way  he 
can  if  he's  elected  governor. 

Duneau  told  council  members  that  for  the  time  being,  they  need  to 
provide  answers  to  a long  list  of  questions  about  the  proposed  commission. 
She  said  it  must  be  determined  whether  the  commission  would  replace  or 


simply  complement  the  state  coordinator.  The  commission's  size  and  scope 
of  work  also  need  to  be  established,  as  well  as  whether  the  proposed  panel 
should  serve  as  an  advisory  body  or  one  that  can  make  decisions  and  set 
policy. 

A bill  to  create  the  new  commission  will  be  submitted  to  the  2001 
Legislature  if  the  Law,  Dustice  and  Indian  Affairs  Committee  determines 
there's  enough  support.  As  with  the  potential  creation  of  a cabinet-level 
department,  questions  will  also  need  to  be  addressed  about  funding,  she 
said,  and  Montana  tribes  must  decide  whether  they're  willing  to  pitch  in 
to  get  a new  system,  whatever  its  form,  off  the  ground. 
c.2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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Empty  promises,  broken  dreams  is  how  Labrador  Innu  are  describing  an 
historic  deal  with  the  Federal  government,  the  province  and  their 
people.  The  agreement  appeared  to  be  the  first  step  towards  self 
government  for  the  Innu  but  appearances  can  be  deceiving.  ["Peter 
Penashue",  Nation  President;  Robert  Nault;  Indian  Affairs  Minister; 

"Brian  Tobin",  Premier] 
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Debbie  Cooper:  Empty  promises,  broken  dreams  is  how  Labrador  Innu  are 
describing  an  historic  deal  with  the  Federal  government,  the  province 
and  their  people.  The  agreement  appeared  to  be  the  first  step  towards 
self  government  for  the  Innu  but  as  Carolyn  Dunne  reports, 
appearances  can  be  deceiving. 

Peter  Penashue:  Either  we  walked  away  from  the  table  because  we 
didn't  get  the  full  loaf  as  we  had  sought  or  we  accepted  the  quarter 
loaf  that  was  being  offered  to  us. 

Carolyn  Dunne:  November  24th,  1999.  Labrador  Innu  know  a historic 
deal  they've  just  struck  is  not  the  B all  end  all  but  it  is  the  first 
step.  Now  Innu  Nation  President  Peter  Penashue  says  the  Federal 
Government  hasn't  even  given  them  a slice  of  that  loaf. 

Peter  Penanshue:  We're  founding  now  that  we're  no  better  off  than  we 
were  on  November  24th. 

Carolyn  Dunne:  Indian  Affairs  was  supposed  to  set  up  an  office  in 
Labrador,  the  Innu  were  to  run  their  own  schools.  Policing  should  be 
taking  on  a new  face  by  now  and  land  transfers  from  the  province  to 
the  Feds  and  on  to  the  Innu  should  be  well  under  way.  The  Innu  say 
they've  seen  no  action  at  all.  And  after  a meeting  with  Indian 
Affairs  Minister  Robert  Nault  today,  there  was  a pointed  sign  the 
Innu  future  has  not  exactly  been  a priority. 

Peter  Penashue:  I think  it  was  quite  embarrassing  for  him  today. 

Today  was  the  first  meeting  that  we  . . .well  he  made  it  quite  clear, 
thought  they  we  were  Inuit.  Premier  Brian  Tobin  orchestrated  the 
original  deal,  he  wasn't  at  today's  meeting  but  he  wasn't  happy  to 
hear  about  the  set  back. 

Brian  Tobin:  Let  me  say  that  it  is  a disappointed  to  me  that  we  don't 
have  a constructive  meeting  today  because  there  were  clear 
understandings  last  November  and  those  understandings  should  have 


been  kept. 


Carolyn  Dunne:  The  Indian  Affairs  Minister  will  designate  one  person 
specifically  to  work  on  Innu  issues.  It's  a small  step  but  a huge 
disappointment  for  Labrador  Innu  who  thought  they  finally  made  big 
strides.  Carolyn  Dunne,  CBC  News.  St.  lohn's. 
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RESOURCES:  Land  Claims  Chief  Negotiator  for  the  Labrador  Inuit 
Association  Toby  Andersen  says  Inuit  and  the  Innu  Nation  met  for  a 
day  and  a half  on  February  27th  and  28th  to  discuss  overlapping  land 
claims  - Interview  with  "Toby  Andersen". 
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Kay  Tuglavina:  Flow  many  members  of  LIA  along  with  the  Innu  Nation  met 
during  the  last  two  days? 

Toby  Andersen:  We  had  . . . the  negotiating  team,  the  LIA  negotiating 
team,  which  would  have  been  myself,  Isabelle  Paine,  Averian  Flasum, 
ludy  Roul,  Apah  Kojak,  Edward  Flowers.  We  also  had  two  land 
selection  negotiators  that  were  elected  by  Nain  to  represent  Nain, 

Gus  Dicker  and  lulius  Merkuratsuk.  We  also  brought  in  two  elders  who 
have  used  the  Nain  Antalak  ***  area,  Willie  Winters  and  Able  Leo. 

That  was  the  LIA  team.  The  Innu  had  two  representatives  from 
Sheshatshiu  and  two  elders  from  Davis  Inlet  along  with  their  chief 
negotiator  from  Davis  Inlet.  So  there  were  five  of  them. 

Kay  Tuglavina:  What  was  the  meeting  about  Toby? 

Toby  Andersen:  The  meeting  was  about  the  shared  area.  What  we  tried 
to  do  was  to  see  if  we  could  finalize  where  the  line  would  be  where 
the  shared,  area,  the  overlap,  the  shared  area  between  the  Innu  and 
Inuit,  where  that  line  would  end.  How  far  north.  When  we  left  the 
negotiations  the  last  time  we  had  talked  about  the  line  coming  as  far 
north  as  around  about  Anatalik,  Anatalak,  and  then  going  south  from 
there.  So  that  was  the  purpose  of  the  meeting,  was  try  to  come  up 
with  how  far  north  that  boundary  for  the  shared  area  would  be. 

Kay  Tuglavina:  So  how  did  you  find  the  meetings  going? 

Toby  Andersen:  This  meeting  we  found  to  be  very  positive,  most  of  the 
discussion  at  the  table  took  place  between  the  Innu  group  themselves 
and  between  our  Inuit  negotiators  along  with  Able  and  Willie  on  our 
side,  at  our  table.  So  they  did  most  of  the  talking  and  negotiation 
internal  and  then  I relayed  some  of  the  concerns  and  the  decisions 
that  were  being  made  to  the  chief  negotiators. 

Kay  Tuglavina:  So  are  you  saying  that  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association 
and  the  Innu  Nation  are  agreeing  to  share  the  overlapping  claims  in 
their  land  claims  area? 

Toby  Andersen:  What  this  meeting  was,  we  are  able  to  do  at  this 
meeting  is  to  come  up  with  some  agreement  between  the  negotiators  as 
to  where  the  line  could  be.  How  far  north  okay.  Now  what  we  have  is 
just  that  much  at  the  present  time.  But  there  is  some  agreement 
between  the  negotiators.  We  are  now,  LIA  is  now  finalizing  the  lines 


on  the  map  and  then  the  wording  that  will  go  with  that.  So  it  . . . 
what  it  really  means,  what  each  of  the  parties  can  do  within  that 
shared  area  and  one  of  the  things  that  we  have  been  able  to  get  them 
to  agree  to  is  that  within  that  shared  area  where  Labrador  Inuit  have 
already  done  their  land  selection,  that  will  remain  as  Inuit  owned 
lands.  Now  that's  the  important  part  and  that's  what  our  Inuit 
negotiators  were  most  concerned  about  and  wanted  to  make  sure  that 
our  land  selection  that's  been  done  by  the  communities  remained  as 
Inuit  owned  lands  and  we  can  negotiate  that  with  governments.  We 
were  able  to  get  that  agreement  from  the  Innu  at  this  meeting.  So  we 
found  that  meeting  to  be  very  positive.  Now  what  we  have  done,  as  I 
said,  needs  to  be  finalized  on  the  maps  and  then  on  paper  and  that 
needs  to  come  back  to  the  negotiators  and  then  back  to  the  LIA 
executive  and  board  and  then  from  there  it  will  be  made  available  to 
our  people. 

Kay  Tuglavina:  So  the  land  selected  by  the  Labrador  Inuit  are  not 
overlapping  the  Innu  claims  in  the  ***  area? 

Toby  Andersen:  It  . . . some  of  it  would  be  within  the  overlap  area 
but  even  though  it  would  be  within  the  overlapped  area  it  would 
remain  as  Inuit  owned  lands,  controlled  by  the  Inuit  central 
government  and  it  could  be  used  for  harvesting  purposes  by  the  Innu 
subject  to  the  Inuit  government  rules  and  regulations. 

Kay  Tuglavina:  When  would  these  be  finalized,  what  you  were  talking 
about  earlier,  the  lands  selected? 

Toby  Andersen:  We  would  most  likely  wait  until  we  have  done  the  whole 
area  from  ***  Antalak  right  up  south  to  Lake  Melville  okay.  What  we 
have  finished  the  Nain  meeting  but  we  need  to  put  everything  on 
paper,  on  maps  and  in  writing.  We  have  now  scheduled  the  next 
meeting  for  late  March.  I think  the  28th  or  29th  in  Davis  Inlet.  We 
will  have  representatives  from  Hopedale  and  we  will  discuss  the 
overlap  area  between  Hopedale  and  Davis  Inlet.  We  have  also 
scheduled  a meeting  for  April  to  be  held  in  Makkovik  where  we  will 
discuss  with  them  and  work  out  the  overlap  area  in  Makkovik, 
Postville.  Then  in  May,  we  have  already  scheduled  a meeting  for  May 
where  we  will  work  out  with  them  the  overlap  area  in  the  Rigolet  and 
Lake  Melville  region.  That  will  take  place  in  Rigolet,  Sheshatshiu. 
So  by  May  on  our  schedule  we  will  have  it  all  done  then  we  will  put 
it  all  on  paper  as  one  whole  package  before  we  bring  that  back  to  our 
membership. 

Kay  Tuglavina:  And  finally  Toby  these  talks  with  the  Innu  Nation  has 
to  be  finalized  before  any  further  progress  in  the  land  claims? 

Toby  Andersen:  No,  not  really.  We  have  agreed  between  ourselves  and 
the  Innu  that  we  want  to  try  and  wrap  up  this  overlap  agreement  as 
soon  as  we  can.  Mostly  on  their  part  because  LIA  is  now  going  to 
start  negotiations,  negotiating  the  Labrador  Inuit  lands  and  the 
settlement  area  with  government,  land  selection  negotiations.  They 
wanted  to  be  able  to  have  the  overlapped  areas  all  identified  and  set 
out  around  about  the  same  time.  So  while  we  are  negotiating  with 
government  we  would  also  be  negotiating  the  overlap  with  them. 

What's  required  under  the  land  claims  process  policy  is  that  before 
we  have  a final  land  claim  agreement  we  would  have  an  overlap  with 
the  Innu  Nation.  That  was  what  we  had  expected.  But  right  now 
things  are  very  well  and  we  even  expect  now  it  is  possible  that  we 
will  have  an  overlap  agreement  worked  out  with  the  Innu  Nation 
probably  around  about  the  same  time  as  we  have  the  land  selection 
negotiations  with  government  finalized  and  we  have  an  AIP  that  can  be 
signed  by  the  two  governments  and  LIA  which  has  the  Inuit  land 
selection  maps  attached  to  it,  the  settlement  area  and  we  could  even 
have  the  Innu  overlap  attached  to  that  AIP  rather  than  having  to  wait 


for  final  agreement. 


Kay  Tuglavina:  Would  you  like  to  add  anything  else  to  the  information 
you  have  just  given  us  Toby? 

Toby  Andersen:  Not  at  the  present  time.  Dust  to  say  that  we  are 
quite  pleased  with  the  progress  that  we  are  making.  It's  good  to 
have  the  extra  Inuk  negotiators  involved  in  the  process  as  well. 
Hopefully  we  will  be  on  schedule  and  in  May  we  will  be  able  to  have 
an  overall  package  that  we  can  bring  back  to  our  membership  which 
would  identify  exactly  where  the  overlap  areas  are  and  what  the 
overlap  agreement  would  look  like. 

Kay  Tuglavina:  Thank  you  for  your  information  and  your  time  Toby. 

Toby  Andersen:  Okay  thank  you. 
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Dear  Friends  and  Supporters: 

I am  once  again  in  the  process  of  organizing  a trip  along  a 
traditional  Innu  travel  route  (Pimpitshinanu  ) from  Goose  Bay  to 
Minei-nipi  for  this  coming  spring.  This  trip  is  a protest  action  to 
show  our  determination  to  hold  on  to  our  homeland  and  to  protect  it 
from  further  major  developments  on  our  lands.  We  have  to  show  the 
world  how  much  we  respect  our  lands  and  all  the  animals  that  our 
people  have  relied  on  for  their  survival  for  many  thousands  of  years. 

We  have  to  show  that  we  are  determined  to  preserve  our  Innu  way  of 
life. 

I am  proposing  this  trip  begin  on  March  10,  2000,  two  weeks  earlier 
than  last  year  when  we  encountered  some  problems  on  our  way  in 
because  it  was  almost  too  late  in  the  spring  to  travel  by  foot.  This 
traditional  Innu  travel  route  (Pimpatshinanu  ) involves  walking  with 
snowshoes  and  hauling  your  camping  gear  on  toboggan  in  the  woods.  At 
the  end  of  one  day's  travel,  camp  is  set  up  until  the  next  day  when 
we  travel  again.  We  maintain  Innu  traditional  activities  along  the 
way  and  hunt  for  partridges,  rabbits  , porcupine,  and  maybe  some 
beavers  too. 

I invite  anyone,  young  and  old,  men  and  women,  to  come  along  with  us 
on  this  year's  journey.  Anyone  who  is  interested  in  supporting  our 
cause  is  invited  to  come  along.  Five  Innu  from  Uashat  who  were  with 
us  last  year  are  coming  back  to  join  us  on  this  trip. 

I am  also  looking  for  donations  of  cash  to  purchase  snowshoes  and 
other  equipment  for  some  of  the  participants.  If  anyone  is  interested 
in  supporting  us  in  this  endeavour,  I would  appreciate  if  you  would 
call  me  at  this  telephone  number,  (709)  497-8741,  or  contact  the  Innu 
Nation  office  at  (709)  497-8398. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Elizabeth  Penashue 

[Interested  parties  could  also  contact  Elizabeth  via  email  via 
linnes@innu . ca  - ed] 
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Ecuador  Indians  Seek  Gov't  Talks 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
01-26-00 

QUITO,  Ecuador  (AP)  - The  leader  of  the  Indian  movement  whose  revolt 
precipitated  President  lamil  Mahuad's  overthrow  said  Wednesday  he  wants 
direct  talks  with  the  new  government. 

Antonio  Vargas  said  Indian  leaders  are  prepared  to  discuss  privatizing 
state  companies,  repaying  Ecuador's  $13  billion  debt  and  abandoning  the 
national  currency,  the  sucre,  for  the  U.S.  dollar. 

"We  want  direct  dialogue  about  profound  changes,"  said  Vargas,  head  of 
the  Confederation  of  Indigenous  Nations  of  Ecuador. 

The  Indians  will  suspend  their  uprising  for  at  least  six  months  but  will 
rise  up  again  if  the  new  government  does  not  halt  endemic  corruption  and 
poverty,  he  said. 

Angry  at  ousted  president  lamil  Mahuad's  inability  to  stop  Ecuador's 
economic  slide,  Vargas  led  hundreds  of  Indian  protesters  to  occupy  the 
empty  Congress  building  last  week  with  a cadre  of  young  army  officers. 

Their  proclamation  of  a "Parliament  of  the  People"  led  by  a three-man 
governing  junta  prompted  the  military  high  command  to  force  Mahuad  from 
power  to  avoid  "a  social  explosion." 

Gen.  Carlos  Mendoza,  the  country's  military  chief,  took  a seat  in  the 
junta  with  Vargas  and  a former  Supreme  Court  judge.  But  he  later  dissolved 
it  and  resigned  as  military  commander,  buckling  under  pressure  from 
Washington  and  more  than  20  regional  commanders  who  rejected  the  overthrow 
of  civilian  rule. 

Power  was  ceded  to  Vice  President  Gustavo  Noboa,  who  on  Wednesday 
received  the  presidential  sash  in  a ceremony  in  Congress. 

Vargas  accused  the  military  high  command  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
Indians  in  an  attempt  to  seize  power. 

His  organization  also  distributed  to  newspapers  a copy  of  a document 
proclaiming  total  military  rule  that  the  high  command  allegedly  prepared 
the  night  of  the  coup  but  never  issued. 

The  Indian  leader  said  he  does  not  intend  to  run  from  an  arrest  order 
for  his  part  in  the  coup  and  only  asked  authorities  not  to  treat  him  as  a 
common  criminal. 

"I  am  here  showing  my  face,"  said  Vargas.  "If  for  fighting  against 
corruption,  against  misery  and  hunger  they  take  me  to  prison,  I will  go." 

"RE : Indians  Warn  of  Move  Against  Quito"  
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Indians  Warn  of  Move  Against  Quito 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MONTE  HAYES 
1/29/2 000 

QUITO,  Ecuador  (AP)  - Most  of  the  5,000  poncho-clad  Indians  who  took 
control  of  Quito's  streets  in  outrage  over  soaring  food  prices  and  forced 
the  ouster  of  an  unpopular  president  are  back  in  their  villages  high  in 


the  Andes. 

But  a few  of  their  leaders  remain  in  the  capital,  and  the  Indians  warn 
they  are  ready  to  march  on  Quito  again  if  necessary  - a warning  Ecuador's 
political  elite  no  longer  takes  lightly. 

The  leader  of  the  Indian  movement  whose  revolt  precipitated  the 
overthrow  of  President  Damil  Mahuad  on  Dan.  21  says  Ecuador's  4 million 
Indians  have  finally  forced  political  leaders  to  take  them  seriously. 

"We  showed  that  we  have  the  capacity  to  bring  down  presidents  and 
corrupt  governments,"  said  Antonio  Vargas,  a 40-year-old  bilingual  school 
teacher  who  was  elected  president  of  the  Indian  federation  a year  ago. 

Coups  have  been  common  in  Latin  America's  turbulent  history  but  this  was 
the  first  provoked  by  an  Indian  group.  Ecuadoreans  were  stunned  when  the 
military  high  command  forced  Mahuad  from  power  to  avoid  "a  social 
explosion"  and  replaced  him  with  the  vice  president. 

Clearly,  Ecuador's  Indian  federation  has  emerged  as  the  most  organized 
and  influential  indigenous  movement  in  a region  where  native  peoples  in 
several  countries  are  engaged  in  struggles  over  land,  language  and  civil 
and  political  rights. 

The  success  in  ousting  Mahuad  has  instilled  confidence  in  Ecuador's 
Indians  and  they  have  no  intention  of  fading  back  into  their  impoverished 
villages  to  be  forgotten  again  by  the  government. 

"The  people  of  our  community  are  strong  and  ready  for  new  uprisings," 
said  Alejandro  Choloquinga,  51,  from  the  village  of  Macagrande  on  the 
slopes  of  the  towering  Cotopaxi  volcano. 

The  Indians  achieved  their  primary  goal  of  ousting  a president  they 
viewed  as  corrupt  and  incapable  of  halting  Ecuador's  disastrous  economic 
decline,  and  they  express  pride  in  their  growing  power. 

But  they  also  feel  anger  and  bitterness  at  military  commanders  they 
accuse  of  sabotaging  a three-man  Indian-military  junta  formed  to  rule 
Ecuador  after  Mahuad  was  ousted.  The  military  command  dissolved  the  junta 
within  hours  of  its  formation  and  turned  power  over  to  Vice  President 
Gustavo  Noboa. 

"We  are  indignant  and  pained  that  the  generals  were  not  honest  with  the 
people.  But  our  morale  is  high  and  our  actions  will  continue  if  things  do 
not  change,"  said  Cesar  Pilataxi,  39,  an  Indian  leader  from  a community 
near  Cotopaxi. 

Pilataxi,  wearing  a fedora,  white  calf-length  pants  and  roughly  made 
sandals,  was  at  a public  market  where  he  and  other  Indians  had  gone  to  eat 
because  they  could  not  afford  to  go  to  a restaurant. 

Ecuador's  Indians  live  brutish  lives  of  12-hour  days  at  backbreaking 
work  on  tiny,  infertile  plots  of  land.  They  have  little  access  to  health 
care  and  educational  opportunities  for  their  children  are  limited. 

They  are  treated  as  second-class  citizens  even  though  they  make  up  a 
third  of  Ecuador's  12  million  people.  City  dwellers  mock  their  clothing 
and  their  attempts  to  speak  Spanish. 

Often  forced  to  migrate  to  the  cities  for  work,  Indian  men  end  up  as 
street  vendors  or  as  laborers  who  haul  mammoth  loads  of  produce  on  their 
backs  at  public  markets.  The  women  and  children  beg  on  street  corners, 
reinforcing  the  scorn  of  the  white  elite  and  mestizo  population. 

Statistics  tell  a story  of  neglect:  83  percent  of  Indians  in  rural  areas, 
mainly  the  Andean  highlands,  live  in  poverty,  compared  to  46  percent  of 
other  Ecuadoreans.  Only  41  percent  have  access  to  potable  water.  Eighty- 
seven  percent  of  Indian  homes  do  not  have  toilets;  44  percent  do  not  have 
electricity.  Sixteen  percent  of  Indians  are  illiterate. 

Vargas  warned  last  week  that  if  the  new  president  does  not  eradicate 
endemic  corruption  and  take  steps  to  end  Ecuador's  deep  poverty,  the 
Indians  will  rise  again  in  six  months,  setting  off  "a  great  social 
explosion  that  could  lead  to  civil  war." 

Officials  have  learned  not  to  ignore  the  Indian  movement's  threats. 

"Ecuador's  Indian  insurgency  is  one  of  the  most  dramatic  phenomena  to 
occur  in  recent  years,"  said  a retired  army  general.  Dose  Gallardo,  who 
was  defense  minister  until  two  weeks  ago. 

Gallardo  was  the  chief  proponent  within  the  armed  forces  of  social 
assistance  programs  in  the  early  1990s  for  rural  Indian  communities 


ignored  by  government  agencies.  The  goal  was  to  increase  military 
influence  in  the  villages  and  head  off  any  threat  to  national  security  by 
a radicalized  Indian  movement. 

Vargas'  National  Confederation  of  Indigenous  Nations  of  Ecuador  first 
drew  attention  by  paralyzing  the  country  in  1990.  For  nearly  a week  tens 
of  thousands  of  Indians  blocked  highways  and  even  secondary  roads  for 
hundreds  of  miles  around  Quito  to  demand  better  government  services. 

In  1995,  the  Indians  formed  their  own  party,  Pachakutik,  and  in  1996 
they  elected  eight  congressmen. 

"It  is  clear  that  the  indigenous  movement  is  very  strong.  As 
representatives  of  a considerable  part  of  the  country,  we  are  now  taking  a 
global  approach  to  Ecuador's  problems,"  Indian  congresswoman  Nina  Pacari 
said  in  an  interview. 

The  Indian  federation  has  taken  strong  stands  against  repayment  of 
Ecuador's  foreign  debt,  privatization  of  state  companies  and  Mahuad's 
controversial  plan  to  replace  the  national  currency  with  the  U.S.  dollar, 
all  of  which  it  considers  economic  threats  to  Indians. 

Although  experts  on  the  Indian  movement  agree  the  successful  revolt  has 
strengthened  the  Indians'  political  power,  they  say  it  has  also  increased 
suspicion,  fear  and  racism  among  the  middle  and  upper  classes. 

Political  scientist  Simon  Pachano  said  the  revolt  could  weaken  the 
movement  over  time  because  many  Ecuadoreans  who  initially  supported  the 
protest  against  Mahuad's  economic  policies  are  now  skeptical  of  the 
Indians'  respect  for  democracy  and  see  their  movement  as  subversive. 

"There  was  a very  racist  reaction  to  the  coup  because  the  Indians  were 
at  the  head  of  it,"  he  said.  "That  was  clear.  This  is  an  extremely  racist 
country. " 
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ORRIN  HATCH  INTRODUCES  BILL  THAT  COULD  THREATEN 
PELTIER'S  CHANCES  OF  RECEIVING  CLEMENCY 

Orrin  Hatch,  Senate  Judiciary  Chairman,  introduced  a bill  on  February  28, 
2000  that  threatens  to  severely  restrict  the  Executive  Clemency  Process. 

The  bill  is  called  'the  Pardon  Attorney  Reform  and  Integrity  Act'  (Senate 
Bill  2042).  If  passed,  it  would  hamper  the  process  to  the  extent  that 
presidents  would  be  unable  to  consider  a clemency  petition  with  neutrality. 
The  bill  will  force  the  president  to  consider  the  views  of  law  enforcement 
agencies  and  victims  when  considering  a clemency  petition  and  furthermore, 
it  would  allow  law  enforcement  and  victims  to  have  knowledge  of  the  status 
of  the  petition,  whereas  now,  such  information  can  be  kept  confidential  by 
the  Executive  Branch.  There  is  currently  nothing  that  prohibits  the 
president  and  justice  department  from  considering  the  views  of  law 
enforcement  and  victims  when  considering  a clemency  petition.  The  bill 
would  defeat  the  whole  purpose  of  Executive  Clemency  by  giving  a totally 
unfair  advantage  to  those  who  oppose  a particular  application.  This  is 
especially  true  since  the  person  filing  for  Executive  Clemency  would  not 
be  allowed  to  know  the  status  of  the  petition  while  law  enforcement  would. 

If  this  bill  is  passed  it  will  quash  Leonard  Peltier's  chances  of 
receiving  Executive  Clemency.  The  FBI  are  the  ones  who  have  obstructed 
justice  in  his  case  from  the  beginning.  Leonard  Peltier  is  their  victim. 
This  bill  would  only  allow  them  to  obstruct  justice  once  again.  The 
clemency  process  is  meant  to  be  a final  avenue  of  redress  for  prisoners 
when  the  courts  have  failed  them  and/or  when  there  are  circumstances 
beyond  those  the  courts  can  consider  that  should  be  weighed.  This  bill 
violates  the  US  Constitution,  which  grants  the  power  of  Executive  Clemency 
solely  to  the  US  president  who  is  supposed  to  be  able  to  look  upon  a case 
impartially. 

Please  contact  the  members  of  the  United  States  Senate  Judiciary 


Committee  and  let  them  know  you  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  bill  S.2042, 
'Pardon  Attorney  Reform  and  Integrity  Act1.  Here  are  some  points  you  can 
mention : 

*The  bill  violates  the  United  States  Constitution. 

*The  bill  does  not  allow  the  President  to  consider  a petition  with 
neutrality 

*The  power  of  Executive  Clemency  is  needed  as  a check  on  the  criminal 
justice  system 

*The  bill  would  give  an  unfair  advantage  to  law  enforcement  who  also  need 
to  be  kept  in  check. 

Voice  your  concern  by  calling  or  faxing  the  United  States  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee: 

Tel  (202)  224-5225,  Fax  (202)  224-9102 

LPDC 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 
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ALERT!  Yucca  Mt.  Sign-on! 

[KOLA  Note:  please  reply  to  <nirsnet@nirs .org>  and  NOT  to  KOLA... 

Thank  you . ] 


From:  johnstevensk9@webtv.net  (John  Stevens) 

ACTION  ALERT: 

STOP  DOE  FROM  CHANGING  THE  RULES  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE  GAME  ON  THE 
PROPOSED  YUCCA  MOUNTAIN  DUMP 

GROUP  SIGN  ON  LETTER  TO  ENERGY  SECRETARY  RICHARDSON.  PLEASE  SIGN  ON  BY 
THURSDAY,  MARCH  9TH,  AT  12  NOON.  Sign  on  to  nirsnet@nirs . org 

URGE  THE  DOE  TO  WITHDRAW  ITS  CURRENT  ATTEMPT  TO  CHANGE  THE  RULES  IN  THE 
MIDDLE  OF  THE  GAME  TO  FORCE  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  HIGH-LEVEL  NUCLEAR  WASTE 
DUMP  AT  YUCCA  MOUNTAIN,  NEVADA 

The  DOE  is  attempting  to  remove  any  individual  disqualifying  conditions 
from  its  Site  Suitability  Guidelines  for  a High-Level  Nuclear  Waste 
Repository.  DOE  is  trying  to  remove  anything  (including  mandates  in  laws 
such  as  the  Nuclear  Waste  Policy  Act)  that  would  stand  in  the  way  of 
moving  ahead  with  trouble-plagued  Yucca  Mountain,  Nevada.  NIRS  and  over 
200  other  organizations  petitioned  DOE  to  disqualify  Yucca  Mountain  in 
1998,  because  DOEs  own  evidence  shows  that  fast  flow  pathways  for  water 
exist  at  Yucca  Mountain,  a disqualifying  condition.  DOE  denied  the 
petition,  and  rather  than  address  our  contention  is  now  trying  to 
change  the  rules  so  that  Yucca  Mountain  qualifies,  no  matter  what. 

Please  sign  onto  this  group  letter  to  say  NO  WAY,  NO  HOW  to  Secretary 
Richardson  and  the  DOE.  We  need  to  turn  up  the  heat  on  DOE  for  trying  to 
pull  this  end  run  on  sound  science  and  public  participation.  For  more 
information,  contact  me  at  NIRS  (202)  328-0002. 

— Kevin  Kamps,  Nuclear  Waste  Specialist,  NIRS 

March  10,  2000 


Secretary  Bill  Richardson 
U.S.  Department  of  Energy 


1000  Independence  Avenue,  S.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20585 

Dear  Secretary  Richardson, 

We  respectfully  request  that  the  Department  of  Energy  withdraw  the 
proposed  rule  change  to  10  CFR  Part  960  "General  Guidelines  for  the 
Recommendation  of  Sites  for  Nuclear  Waste  Repositories;  Final  Siting 
Guidelines."  We  also  respectfully  request  that  you  withdraw  the 
proposed  new  rule,  10  CFR  Part  963,  specific  to  a Yucca  Mountain 
repository.  The  proposed  changes  are  fundamentally  flawed,  and  are 
inherently  unacceptable. 

This  action  by  the  Department  of  Energy  is  not  only  a proposed  change  to 
the  existing  Site  Recommendation  Guidelines  rule,  but  also  an  attempt  to 
change  the  statute  which  mandates  the  guidelines  --The  Nuclear  Waste 
Policy  Act--in  the  guise  of  a proposed  rule  change.  This  is  not  only 
inappropriate  and  illegal,  but  an  example  of  the  same  sort  of  foul  play 
that  has  caused  a total  loss  of  public  faith  and  confidence  in  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Energy's  nuclear  programs  and  policies. 

Most  recently,  DOE  announced  these  proposed  Guidelines  changes  right  on 
top  of  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  comment  period- -and 
during  the  holiday  season  to  boot--not  only  creating  a great  deal  of 
confusion  for  the  public,  but  also  seriously  undermining  their  ability 
to  participate.  To  make  matters  worse,  the  address  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  Notice  to  which  public  comments  are  to  be  sent  for  the 
proposed  Guidelines  changes  was  incorrect--concerned  citizens  who  have 
submitted  comments  are  receiving  them  back  in  the  mail  marked 
undeliverable,  forwarding  address  expired.  We  may  never  know  many  public 
comments  will  be  "lost  in  the  mail"  due  to  this  error.  If  you  are 
concerned  with  building  public  confidence  and  participation  in  the 
process,  DOE  is  failing  miserably. 

These  blows  to  public  confidence  and  meaningful  public  involvement  are 
bad  enough.  Changing  the  rules  in  the  middle  of  the  game  is  even  worse. 

At  issue  is  whether  or  not  there  are  bounding  values  for  key  parameters 
which  determine  the  suitability  of  a particular  site  for  the  isolation 
of  nuclear  waste.  Further,  there  is  also  the  question  as  to  whether 
these  bounding  values  are  used  in  decision  making.  The  Nuclear  Waste 
Policy  Act  specifies  that  such  parameters  be  defined  to  qualify  or 
disqualify  any  site  from  development  as  a nuclear  waste  repository. 

In  fact,  according  to  current  Guidelines,  Yucca  Mountain  should  already 
be  disqualified.  Data  presented  in  the  Viability  Assessment  of  a 
Repository  at  Yucca  Mountain  supports  a high-level  finding  that  the  site 
should  be  disqualified,  based  on  the  fast  travel  time  of  water  in  the 
mountain.  This  parameter,  perhaps  more  than  any  other,  spells  failure  at 
Yucca  Mountain  for  the  goal  of  nuclear  waste  isolation  over  time. 

Indeed,  DOE's  own  performance  assessments  show  this.  If  the  criteria  for 
determining  what  is  acceptable  and  what  is  not  acceptable  is  removed, 
then  this  data  simply  washes  away  into  the  massive  uncertainty 
associated  with  a total  system  performance  assessment. 

That  the  Department  is  now  seeking  to  quietly  get  rid  of  the  criteria 
that  would  disqualify  the  site--and  indeed,  remove  ANY  basis  for  site 
disqualification--is  a blatant  subversion  of  the  Nuclear  Waste  Policy 
Act,  which  at  least  nominally  provides  for  a scientific  basis  for  policy 
decisions.  In  fact,  this  proposal  violates  the  scientific  method  itself. 
If  a subject  cannot  meet  a pre-defined  criteria,  the  scientific  method 
requires  that  the  subject  be  rejected  (i.e.  the  site  be  disqualified), 
not  that  the  rules  be  changed  in  the  middle  of  the  game. 


Specifically,  the  Department  has  misrepresented  Section  113  of  the 


Nuclear  Waste  Policy  Act.  The  Department  argues  that  a total  system 
performance  assessment  will  suffice  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law 
on  how  a proposed  repository  site,  already  subject  to  site 
characterization,  is  to  be  recommended  to  the  President  as  "suitable" 
for  repository  development.  This  is  not  the  case.  The  law  states: 

Section  113  [Site  Characterization] (1)  (A)the  plan  shall  include 
(iv)  criteria  to  be  used  to  determine  the  suitability  of  such  candidate 
site  for  the  location  of  a repository,  developed  pursuant  to  section 
112(a)  [42  USC  10132(a)] 

Section  112  (a)  Such  guidelines  shall  specify  factors  that  qualify  or 
disqualify  any  site  from  development  as  a repository,  including  factors 
pertaining  to  the  location  of  valuable  natural  resources,  hydrology, 
geophysics,  seismic  activity,  and  atomic  energy  defense  activities, 
proximity  to  water  supplies,  proximity  to  populations,  effects  upon  the 
rights  of  users  of  water  (emphasis  added) 

In  the  guise  of  the  proposed  rule  change,  the  Department  is  attempting 
to  rewrite  the  law.  Use  of  a projection  of  system  performance  is  no 
doubt  valuable  for  determining  whether  the  site  can  meet  any  parameter, 
but  it  is  not  and  cannot  be  a substitute  for  specified,  defined 
parameters  which  "qualify  or  disqualify  any  site." 

The  Department  has  no  choice  about  this.  The  decision  on  ANY  repository 
site,  after  site  characterization  has  commenced,  is  to  be  based  on  its 
ability  to  meet  guidelines  that  are  promulgated  under  Section  112  of  the 
Act.  These  may  be  changed,  but  the  requirement  of  specified  factors 
which  "qualify  or  disqualify"  may  not.  It  is  not  acceptable  to  try  and 
explain  away  any  remaining  opportunity  to  reject  Yucca  Mountain  as  the 
repository  site  simply  because  of  political  and  economic  forces  that 
seek  to  render  this  site  as  a "done  deal"  even  in  the  face  of  sound, 
compelling  scientific  evidence  that  the  site  will  in  fact  leak,  and  do 
so  soon  after  the  first  container  fails. 

In  1998  NIRS  and  218  other  organizations  petitioned  Secretary  Richardson 
calling  for  the  immediate  disqualification  of  Yucca  Mountain  under  the 
current  Site  Recommendation  Guidelines,  based  on  DOE's  own  data  showing 
the  presence  of  bomb  test  fallout  at  repository  depth  in  Yucca  Mountain. 

We  are  outraged  that  the  Department  is  now  seeking  to  lay  aside  those 
guidelines  rather  than  disqualify  Yucca  Mountain  and  restore  the  site. 

Any  attempt  to  site  a permanent  repository  must  adhere  to  strict 
standards  of  scientific  integrity.  As  commented  upon  in  the  January  14, 

2000  issue  of  Science  Magazine,  newly  published  findings  that  plutonium 
is  much  more  soluble  in  water  than  previously  thought  "...have  great 
consequences  for  the  underground  disposal  of  plutonium  wastes..."  Such 
new  discoveries,  coupled  with  the  fast  flow  of  water  at  Yucca  Mountain, 
will  undermine  DOE's  public  credibility  if  the  proposed  changes  to  the 
Site  Suitability  Guidelines  are  not  withdrawn. 

We  urge  you  to  withdraw  this  proposed  rule. 

Sincerely, 

Michael  Mariotte 

Executive  Director,  Nuclear  Information  & Resource  Service,  Washington,  D.C. 
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Members  Take  Crow  Creek  Council  to  Court 
By  lamie  Monastyrski 
Today  staff 

FORT  THOMPSON,  S.D.  - Members  of  the  Crow  Creek  Sioux  Reservation, 
calling  themselves  the  Hunkpati  Treaty  Descendants,  walked  into  the  tribal 
offices  March  1 demanding  to  see  financial  records  and  threatening  to 
occupy  the  office  until  their  demands  were  met. 

"I'm  supporting  everything  they  are  doing,"  said  Chairman  Harold  Miller 
who  said  the  Crow  Creek  members  are  upset  they  weren't  included  in  the 
electoral  process. 

Those  tribal  members  filed  a motion  in  Tribal  Court  to  retain  all 
financial  records  and  to  halt  any  council  transactions.  The  court  decided 
to  give  the  council  30  days  to  respond  to  the  motions  before  making  a 
final  decision. 

In  assembly  the  protesters  received  advice  and  support  from  the  Sioux 
Nation  Treaty  Council,  called  in  to  inform  the  group  of  its  rights  and 
obligations.  During  a question  and  answer  period.  Councilman  Ron  Kirkie, 
tribal  treasurer,  threw  up  his  arms  and  resigned. 

Doe  Shields,  a spokesperson  for  Descendants,  said  the  incident  came  to  a 
head  when  the  council  released  names  it  appointed  to  the  election 
committee.  The  tribal  election  is  scheduled  for  April. 

Shields  said  three  of  the  four  appointed  are  direct  relatives  of  council 
members.  They  are:  Elnita  Rank,  a sister  of  Treasurer  Kirkie;  Kelly  Kirkie, 
his  daughter;  Connie  thompson,  a sister  of  Councilman  Norman  Thompson,  and 
Gina  Howe. 

Protesters  called  that  unjust  and  unfair. 

The  constitution  says  the  council  should  appoint  an  election  committee," 
said  Elnita  Rank,  chairwoman  of  the  election  board  and  tribal  business 
manager. 

"All  they  are  doing  is  carrying  out  the  laws  of  the  council." 

Ambrose  McBride,  a member  of  the  Descendants,  said  members  are  fed  up 
with  the  council  members  who  get  to  decide  what's  best  for  the  community. 

"The  bylaws  are  there  to  protect  the  council,  not  the  people,  like  it 
should  be.  People  are  just  tired  of  what's  going  on,"  he  said. 

Community  elders,  concerned  with  the  financial  climate  on  the 
reservation,  asked  the  Descendants  to  acquire  tribal  financial  records. 

That  request  was  denied  by  council. 

"There's  a lot  of  money  missing,  people's  cheques  are  bouncing.  We  just 
want  to  know  where  the  money  is,"  Shields  said. 

A petition  is  being  circulated  in  the  community  requesting  the  council 
to  reduce  an  electoral  filing  fee  and  to  extend  the  deadline  for 
nominations.  There  is  a $300  filing  fee  to  run  for  chairman  and  $200  to 
run  for  the  council.  That  is  too  much  money  for  a lot  of  the  members. 
Shields  said. 

"That  eliminates  a lot  of  people  who  are  on  fixed  incomes  and  that's 
unfair  to  them . " 

Concerned  member  Debbie  Attikai  said  she  and  many  others  are  not  being 
heard  by  the  tribal  council. 

"It  leads  to  frustration  because  I'm  fighting  for  my  children  and  my 
children's  children." 

With  an  enrollment  of  nearly  4,000  members  and  despite  a small  casino  in 
the  community.  Crow  Creek  Reservation  has  a high  unemployment  rate,  said 
Chairman  Miller. 
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- "RE:  Peltier:  Letters  Needed"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Mar  2000  19:18:38  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir.net> 

Sub j : Letters  Needed! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 


Dear  Friends, 


We  still  need  more  letters  in  support  of  Leonard's  release  through 
parole!  We  are  resending  the  sample  letters  for  your  convenience  with  this 
short  reminder.  We  know  for  a fact  that  the  FBI  and  their  organizations 
are  "lobbying"  constantly  to  stop  Leonard  from  being  released,  so  please 
help  us  collect  an  overwhelming  amount  of  letters  and  ask  your  friends  and 
especially  local  organizations  (we  have  received  very  few)  to  do  the  same. 
We  have  already  received  hundreds,  but  we  know  there  are  thousands  of  you 
out  there!  During  this  critical  time  before  the  parole  review  hearing,  we 
also  encourage  you  to  keep  up  the  phone  banking  campaign. 

Also,  we  just  received  a 60  day  eviction  notice  from  our  office  building 
who  will  be  replacing  us  with  more  profitable  businesses.  Not  only  is 
this  bad  timing,  but  it  will  cause  our  expenses  to  rise  (deposit,  phone 
installation,  etc.).  If  you  are  able  to  donate  to  the  LPDC  at  this  time 
it  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  us. 

Lastly  we  thank  you  for  your  help,  work,  support,  and  sacrifice.  Keep 
up  the  good  work! 

Thank  you. 

---LPDC 

LETTERS  IN  SUPPORT  OF  PAROLE 

It  is  really  important  that  everyone  write  letters  supporting  Leonard's 
petition  for  parole.  In  the  past  there  have  always  been  a number  of 
letters  written  for  him:  so  we  need  to  get  far  more  such  letters  this  year 
These  can  be  quite  simple,  and  should  just  cover  the  basic  points 
important  for  parole  decisions.  A sample  letter  is  set  forth  here.  Feel 
free  to  use  it,  but  its  even  better  if  you  can  write  one  in  your  own  words 
The  lawyers  urge  that  the  tone  be  courteous  and  concise  (after  all,  the 
number  one  goal  is  to  get  the  man  OUT  NOW).  Then  get  as  many  friends  to 
sign  similar  letters  as  you  can.  Carry  a sheaf  of  spare  letters  with  you. 
The  best  is  to  get  one  signature  per  letter,  not  petition  form,  our 
insider  friends  tell  us. 

Most  important,  PLEASE  SEND  THE  LETTERS  BACK  TO  US  HERE!!  We  will 
compile  them  all  together  and  get  them  bound  for  Carl  Nadler,  the  parole 
attorney  for  Leonard.  That  way  he  can  present  stacks  of  letters  all  at  the 
same  time.  This  will  be  more  impressive  than  having  them  trickle  in.  We 
will  keep  copies  for  use  with  Congress,  the  press.  White  House  contacts 
etc,  as  well. 

SAMPLE  LETTER: 

To:  The  United  States  Parole  Commission 

Dear  Commissioners,  As  a concerned  citizen  of  this  country,  I am  writing 
to  express  my  full  support  for  parole  for  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier.  Mr.  Peltier 
is  a Native  American  leader  who  has  now  been  incarcerated  for  some  24 
years.  He  has  served  far  longer  than  most  prisoners  convicted  of  similar 
crimes,  and  his  conduct  in  prison  has  been  excellent.  I would  be  honored 
to  receive  him  in  my  own  home  when  he  is  released. 

I am  particularly  impressed  with  the  many  good  deeds  Mr.  Peltier  has 
carried  out  during  his  many  years  behind  bars.  He  has  worked  with  medical 
experts  to  improve  health  care  delivery  on  the  reservations,  and  has 
helped  to  establish  an  entrepreneur  program  for  talented  Native  youth.  He 
was  instrumental  in  setting  up  a Native  American  scholarship  program  at 
New  York  University,  and  helped  start  up  a Native  American  newspaper  in 
Washington  State.  He  has  sponsored  two  children  in  rural  El  Salvador  and 
Guatemala,  and  runs  annual  clothing  and  toy  drives  for  the  people  of  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation,  half  way  houses,  and  women's  centers.  He  has  also 
played  a key  role  in  assisting  other  prisoners  to  display  their  art  work 
across  country,  in  order  to  promote  prisoner  art  programs  and  increase 
prisoner  self-confidence  and  esteem.  This  man  has  proven  himself  to  be  a 
compassionate  human  being  and  a true  leader. 

I am  especially  concerned  with  Mr.  Peltier's  deteriorating  health.  He  is 
now  55  years  old,  and  suffers  from  a heart  condition  as  well  as  diabetes. 
He  has  lost  most  of  the  vision  in  one  eye  due  to  poor  medical  care.  He 
also  has  a jaw  condition,  which  causes  him  constant  pain  and  prevents  him 


from  moving  his  jaw  or  chewing  his  food.  Mayo  Clinic  specialist.  Dr. 

Keller  has  offered  free  treatment  in  prison  facilities,  but  has  been 
denied  authorization  to  assist  Mr.  Peltier.  All  of  these  humanitarian 
issues  weigh  in  favor  of  parole. 

Sincerely, 

V.  General  Support  Letters  from  Community  Organizations: 

We  also  need  to  start  stockpiling  general  letters  of  support  from  every 
community  organization  we  can  reach.  This  has  a double  benefit.  First,  it 
educated  these  organizations  about  Leonard's  case,  and  pulls  them  into  our 
support  network;  and  second,  during  an  election  year  it  is  very  important 
to  have  piles  of  CURRENT  letters  on  letterheads  that  represent  large 
numbers  of  angry  voters. 

This  letter  should  just  be  addressed  to  "all  concerned  US  officials". 

That  way  we  can  use  them  for  our  work  with  Congress,  meetings  with  Hanet 
Reno,  and  our  efforts  to  work  with  the  White  House  and  Presidential 
Wannabees.  AGAIN,  PLEASE  KEEP  A COPY  OF  THE  LETTER  AND  SEND  US  THE 
ORIGINALS  SO  WE  CAN  COMPILE  A BOUND  COPY  OF  THEM  AND  SEND  COPIES  ALL  OUT 
TOGETHER  TO  OFFICIALS  WE  ARE  TRYING  TO  REACH. 

A sample  letter  is  set  forth  here  but  feel  free  to  change  it  or  have  the 
community  group  change  it  or  start  from  scratch  as  they  wish. 

The  challenge  here  is  to  go  to  every  labor  union,  civic  group,  student 
group,  religious  organization  or  congregation,  lawyers  or  doctors' 
organizations,  women's  association,  civil  rights  group  etc.,  in  your 
community  that  you  can  reach.  Have  them  put  the  letter  on  their  letterhead 
paper  and  send  it  back  to  us.  If  you  know  a person  of  status,  such  as  a 
well-known  local  religious  leader,  or  professor  etc.,  an  individual  letter 
is  also  good.  (While  you  are  at  it,  have  them  all  join  you're  delegation 
to  visit  your  congressperson  and  senators.  Make  sure  you  have  our  fact 
sheet  with  you  and  other  support  letters  as  well.  Again,  these  are  on  our 
web  site,  but  if  you  need  us  to  mail  them  to  you,  just  give  us  a call. 

To:  All  Concerned  United  States  Officials 

We  wish  to  express  our  grave  concern  about  the  case  of  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier, 
a Native  American  leader  who  has  now  been  incarcerated  for  some  24  years 
here  in  the  United  States.  He  has  long  been  recognized  as  a political 
prisoner,  by  such  human  rights  luminaries  as.  Amnesty  International,  the 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu,  the  Kennedy  Memorial  Center  for  Human  Rights,  the 
Rev.  Hesse  Hackson  and,  the  Dalai  Lama,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
many  others.  He  has  the  massive  support  of  the  Native  American  people  of 
this  country.  More  than  any  other  person,  he  has  come  to  symbolize  the 
tragic  and  disturbing  relationship  between  the  United  States  government 
and  its  own  Native  citizenry. 

We  are  particularly  disquieted  by  the  clear  indications  of  FBI  misconduct 
in  the  prosecution  of  this  case.  Specifically,  Mr.  Peltier  was  extradited 
from  Canada  on  the  basis  of  an  affidavit  signed  by  a Ms.  Myrtle  Poor  Bear, 
who  claimed  to  be  an  eyewitness  to  the  murders  in  question.  She  later 
admitted  that  she  had  never  met  Mr.  Peltier,  and  had  signed  only  after 
being  terrorized  by  FBI  officials.  However,  she  was  not  permitted  to 
testify  about  this  matter  at  his  trial.  The  other  young  trial  witnesses 
were  intimidated  and  coerced  as  well  by  FBI  officers.  Moreover,  at  the 
trial  a key  FBI  witness  changed  his  long-standing  description  of  the 
vehicle  involved  in  the  shoot  out,  so  as  to  unjustly  link  Mr.  Peltier  to 
the  scene.  Perhaps  most  chillingly,  the  FBI  concealed  from  the  defense  a 
ballistic  test  report  reflecting  Mr.  Peltier's  innocence.  It  would  seem 
clear  enough  that  a gifted  Native  American  leader  has  just  served  twenty- 
four  years  in  prison  for  a crime  he  did  not  commit. 

Despite  the  above,  Mr.  Peltier  has  been  denied  a new  trial  and  is  now 
overdue  for  parole.  He  has  served  more  time  than  most  prisoners  convicted 
of  the  same  crimes.  His  conduct  in  prison  has  been  exemplary  and  he  has 
participated  in  numerous  humanitarian  and  civic  activities  from  behind 


bars.  By  way  of  illustration,  he  has  helped  to  establish  Native  American 
scholarships,  and  special  programs  for  Native  American  youth.  He  has 
served  on  the  advisory  board  of  the  Rosenberg  Fund  for  Children,  and  has 
sponsored  children  in  Central  America,  organized  the  annual  Christmas 
drive  for  the  people  of  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  and  promoted  prisoner  art 
programs.  He  is  clearly  a man  of  great  compassion,  and  should  have  been 
set  free  long  ago  through  the  mechanisms  of  parole  or  clemency. 

Lastly,  we  note  that  Mr.  Peltier  is  now  55  years  of  age  and  in 
deteriorating  health.  He  suffers  from  a heart  condition  as  well  as 
diabetes.  He  has  lost  most  of  the  vision  in  one  eye  due  to  poor  medical 
care.  He  also  has  a jaw  condition,  which  causes  him  constant  pain  and 
makes  it  impossible  to  chew  his  food  properly  or  move  his  jaw.  The  prison 
medical  staff  has  been  unable  to  treat  Mr.  Peltier.  Although  a Mayo  Clinic 
specialist  has  offered  to  assist,  free  of  charge,  within  prison  facilities, 
authorization  has  been  denied. 

Soon  it  will  be  too  late  for  justice  in  this  tragic  case.  Should  Mr. 

Peltier  become  disabled  or  die  in  prison,  the  damage  to  our  relations  with 
our  Native  American  citizens  will  be  irreversible . We  ask  that  urgent 
action  be  taken  to  set  Mr.  Peltier  free  at  long  last  so  that  he  may  share 
his  gifts  with  his  beloved  people.  We  also  ask  that  a thorough 
investigation  of  FBI  misconduct  in  this  case,  and  indeed  with  respect  to 
the  residents  of  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  be  carried  out  at  once.  Until 
there  is  justice  for  all,  our  most  dearly  held  concepts  of  democracy 
remain  at  risk. 

Respectfully, 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today  Demand  Justice  for  Leonard 

Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Pressure  Mounts  for  RCMP  Inquiry"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Feb  2000  09:07:06  -0600 
From:  DRP  < jrp05@gnofn .org> 

Sub j : Pressure  mounts  for  RCMP  inquiry  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  21  Feb  2000  18:28:44  -0800 
From:  Chris  <christophermorabito@home. com> 
sovernet-l@lists . speakeasy.org 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Sask.  justice  minister  waits  for  RCMP  investigation 
CBC  WebPosted  Mon  Feb  21  20:19:07  2000 

SASKATOON  - The  pressure  is  on  Saskatchewan's  minister  of  justice  to 
launch  a public  inquiry  into  how  Saskatoon  police  deal  with  native  people. 

Calls  for  an  inquiry  come  from  aboriginal  groups.  Recently,  the  frozen 
bodies  of  two  aboriginal  men  were  found  in  Saskatoon  five  days  apart.  The 
RCMP  are  looking  into  those  deaths.  But  two  other  deaths  have  been  added  to 
the  investigation:  one  over  the  weekend,  another  that  happened  in  January. 

But  Chris  Axworthy,  the  province's  minister  of  justice,  said  on  Monday 
that  until  the  criminal  investigation  and  any  potential  trials  are  over, 
there  won't  be  any  public  inquiry. 

"The  allegations  are  allegations  and  the  RCMP  will  decide  if  a charge 
should  be  laid.  It's  important  to  proceed  on  a step-by-step  basis," 

Axworthy  said. 

Axworthy  said  any  decisions  on  charges  will  be  left  up  to  the  RCMP.  He 


said  aboriginal  leaders  shouldn't  be  concerned  that  the  RCMP  has  taken 
over  the  police  investigation. 

"There's  no  grounds  for  questioning  the  credibility  or  the  effectiveness 
of  the  RCMP/'  Axworthy  said. 

The  man  who  died  on  Saturday  was  arrested  on  Friday  night  for  drunkenness. 
Saskatoon  Police  Sgt.  Glenn  Thomson  said  after  the  man  sobered  up  in  a cell, 
he  was  sent  home  by  cab.  His  body  was  found  in  the  bedroom  of  his  apartment 
the  next  morning.  An  autopsy  will  be  conducted  this  week. 

The  RCMP  is  also  looking  into  the  case  of  another  aboriginal  man  found 
frozen  to  death  a few  blocks  from  his  home  on  Dan.  19.  There  are  reports  he 
may  also  have  been  in  police  custody  the  same  day  he  was  found  dead.  RCMP 
won't  confirm  that. 

The  Mounties  were  called  in  last  week  to  investigate  the  deaths  of  two 
aboriginal  men  whose  bodies  were  found  outside  the  city  on  Dan.  29  and 
Feb.  3. 

Since  then,  another  aboriginal  man,  Darrell  Night,  has  said  that  two 
police  officers  drove  him  to  the  same  area,  took  away  his  coat--  even 
though  the  temperature  was  well  below  zero--  and  told  him  to  get  out  of 
town . 

Saskatoon's  Police  Chief,  Dave  Scott,  said  he  had  no  reason  to  link  the 
deaths  with  the  complaint  by  Night. 

The  two  officers  involved  in  Night's  complaint  came  forward  last  Monday 
of  "their  own  free  will,"  and  were  suspended  for  30  days. 

Last  week,  Lawrence  Doseph  of  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian 
Nations  said  reports  of  police  harassing  aboriginals  and  dropping  them  off 
on  the  outskirts  of  Saskatoon  are  nothing  new.  He  said  Night's  experience 
was  not  an  isolated  incident  and  the  problem  is  widespread. 

"This  is  nothing  short  of  blatant  abuse  of  authority,  abuse  of  power,  and 
anybody  who  takes  their  dog  out  like  that  would  be  charged,"  said  Doseph. 

"RE:  Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  6 March  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Bartelson,  Christopher  Dohn 
#187-588 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/11/43 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Bible,  Dr.,  William  Arnold 

#329-595 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Date  of  Birth:  7/16/71 

Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 

Bobby,  Steve 
#164-828  FHC 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 


Bland,  Kenneth  Lee 

#286-968 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Date  of  Birth:  10/9/49 

Ancestry:  Chippewa-Yellow  Hand 

Bobb,  David  L. 

# S1902 
Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16823 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Billheimer,  Timothy  Edward 

#R145-111 

PO  Box  4501 

Lima,  OH  45802 

Date  of  Birth:  10/29/60 


Ancestry:  Cherokee 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Feb  2000  22:19:41  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Feb.  29,  1900 
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CAN  HE  CARE? 

Among  so  many,  can  he  care? 

Can  special  love  be  everywhere? 

A myriad  homes  - a myriad  ways  - 
And  God's  eye  over  every  place? 

I asked:  My  soul  be  thought  of  this  - 
In  just  that  very  place  of  his. 

Where  he  hath  put  and  keepeth  you, 

God  hath  no  other  thing  to  do! 

A.D.T.  WHITNEY. 


WASHINGTON. 


The  Washington's  Birthday  issue  of  the  Youth's  Companion  shows  on  its 
cover  George  Washington  walking  in  his  garden  with  Nellie  Custis. 

They  have  paused  among  the  flowers  and  she  is  looking  into  his  eyes 
with  pride  and  fastening  a nosegay  to  his  coat. 

The  scene  is  typical  of  the  effect  of  the  character  and  work  of  that 
great  man. 

All  through  the  century  and  more  since  they  two  trod  together  the 


prim,  sweet  nose  garden  of  Mount  Vernon,  the  perfume  of  his  gracious 
ways  has  sweetened  the  air  of  national  life  and  America  has  looked  up  to 
him  with  pride,  fastening  to  the  mantle  of  his  memory  the  nosegay  of  her 
veneration  and  love. 

D. 


GIRLS  OF  SCHOOL  ROOMS  10  AND  11  HAVE  AN  INTERESTING  CHALLENGE  DEBATE. 


An  Indian  Soldier  Boy  Talks. 

There  was  a lively  challenge-debate  at  the  Susan  Literary  Society  last 
Friday  night  between  the  girls  of  number  10  and  11. 

Subject:  Resolved  that  poverty  causes  more  crime  than  wealth. 
Affirmative,  Lilian  St.  Cyr,  Kate  Johnson,  Jennie  DeRosier,  No.  11; 
Negative,  Minnie  Reed,  Emma  Sky,  Bertha  Pradt,  No.  10. 

Minnie  Reed's  vigorous  negations  were  often  interrupted  by  laughter 
and  applause,  and  brought  in  a verdict  in  favor  of  that  side  by  just  one 
point.  The  Judges  were  Mrs.  Canfield,  Misses  Pearl,  LaChapelle  and  Mrs. 
DeLoss . 

Mrs.  Given  of  the  visiting  committee  was  unable  to  be  present.  Miss 
Morton  complimented  the  society  upon  its  improvement  over  the  former 
sessions  of  this  term  and  upon  setting  the  example  of  responsive 
quotations  at  roll  call  which  is  now  followed  by  one  of  our  other 
literary  societies. 

There  were  a number  of  visitors  including  one  of  our  soldier  boys, 

Hugh  Leider. 

Mr.  Leider  gave  a manly  talk  in  a manly  way. 

He  said: 

"My  sisters,  I will  be  the  only  Indian  among  the  troops  soon  to  sail 
from  New  York  for  the  Philippines.  I am  an  Indian;  I am  an  American 
citizen.  I go  to  fight  under  the  flag  I love  and  I am  willing  to  give 
my  life  to  the  country  which  has  done  so  much  for  me.  May  I never  come 
back.  Do  not  forget  me!" 

The  president,  Sara  Smith,  speaking  for  the  society  thanked  him  for 
his  words  and  sent  best  wishes  to  all  our  boys  whom  he  might  meet.  One 
of  the  girls  then  moved  that  we  sing  a verse  of  "America"  and  another 
"God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again. 

Both  motions  carried  and  so  Mr.  Hugh  takes  with  him  his  sisters'  songs 
of  patriotism  and  tender  and  holy  feeling  to  help  him  in  the  perils  of  a 
soldiers'  life. 


SOME  FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS. 

George  Washington,  born  Feb.  22,  1732. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  born  Feb.  12,  1809. 

James  Russell  Lowell,  born  Feb.  22,  1819. 

Henry  W.  Longfellow,  born  Feb.  27,  1807. 

AT  THE  SCHOOL. 

Mrs.  Pratt,  Mrs.  Standing,  Miss  Ely,  Miss  Carter,  Miss  Wood. 
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"Don't  rub  your  sore  eye  with  your  hand/'  says  the  specialist,  "your 
hand  may  not  be  surgically  clean."  That's  good!  The  buttermaker ' s hand 
should  be  "surgically  clean"  -[Rural  New  Yorker. 

A friend  of  the  girls  and  one  very  much  interested  in  their  welfare 
was  heard  to  say  that  she  did  wish  the  girls  would  not  swing  their  arms 
so  when  marching,  and  that  they  would  hold  up  their  heads  and  keep  step. 

Miss  Ronaldson,  of  New  York,  has  been  a visitor  at  the  school.  Among 
her  Indian  girl  friends  is  Ada  Sockbeson,  whom  she  met  one  summer  in 
Maine.  Miss  Ronaldson  says  that  her  grandfather  was  one  of  the  first 
white  men  in  the  State  of  New  York  to  give  his  residence  as  a school  for 
Indians . 

The  Commencement  Red  Man  will  contain  several  portraits  of  the  most 
distinguished  people  present,  and  a full  account  of  the  proceedings. 

The  Red  Man  has  a unique  and  interesting  Washington  correspondent  in 
the  person  of  Rev.  John  Eastman,  who  writes  his  news  in  the  Dakota 
tongue,  which  is  translated  for  the  columns  of  the  Red  Man  by  Mrs. 
Eastman.  The  latter  learned  to  read  and  speak  the  Dakota  language 
perfectly  in  her  several  years'  experience  among  the  Sioux  Indians  in 
Dakota . 

The  Saint  Cecelia  Club  gave  a recital  in  Lawrence,  Kansas,  which  is  of 
special  interest  to  us  in  that  the  Saint  Cecelia  Club  is  composed  of 
Miss  Annie  Moore's  music  class  of  Lawrence,  and  we  all  know  Miss  Moore, 
who  was  our  piano  teacher  once  upon  a time.  We  notice  by  the  program 
the  name  of  Grace  Dixon  several  times.  We  remember  Miss  Grace  as  she 
"use  to  was"  when  her  papa,  now  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Haskell,  was 
our  resident  physician. 

On  Saturday  evening.  Miss  Senseney  entertained  the  Seniors  of  the 
choir,  when  popping  corn  by  the  open  fire,  flash  light  pictures, 
silhouette  cutting  and  other  amusements  were  indulged  in.  It  was  a 
homey  occasion,  with  music  and  chat.  Rose  Poodry  and  Alice  McCarthy 
played  a mandolin  duet,  and  Fanny  Harris  and  Bertha  Pierce  a pretty 
waltz  duet  on  the  piano.  John  Warren  sang  a solo  and  there  was  a 
generous  sprinkling  of  chorus  singing. 

Miss  Barr  says  this  is  the  best  winter  for  health  since  she  has  been 
at  the  school,  and  that  means  several  years.  Some  attribute  the  good 
health  to  the  lack  of  cold  weather  and  snow.  Others  say  it  is  the 
skating  pond.  The  latter  has  played  an  important  part  in  the  health  of 
the  school,  that  is  certain.  Miss  Barr  claims  that  she  has  not  lost  a 
single  night's  rest  on  account  of  sickness  of  pupils,  this  entire 
season . 

Miss  Lida  Standing,  who  is  taking  a course  in  nursing  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  is  home  on  a brief  vacation.  She 
has  been  suffering  from  a sprained  wrist  which  is  fast  recovering.  Her 
friends  gave  her  a warm  welcome,  and  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  she  is 
making  a success  of  her  work.  Like  most  in  her  profession  she  is 
enthusiastic  and  earnest. 

Dr.  Eastman  is  making  his  first  trip  among  the  boys  in  country  homes. 
He  has  been  spending  the  week  in  New  Jersey.  He  is  going  to  enjoy  the 
work  and  appreciates  the  opportunity  his  visiting  will  afford  to  get 
acquainted  with  the  boys  individually  and  to  gain  an  insight  into 
situations  which  he  could  get  in  no  other  way.  There  are  difficulties 
and  misunderstandings  to  straighten  out,  but  there  are  more  pleasant, 
hopeful  and  profitable  features  than  disagreeable  things  to  contend 
with.  Mr.  Dagenett  has  been  with  him  for  a few  days. 

The  monthly  school  entertainment  held  Wednesday  evening  was  quite  up 
to  the  average.  There  were  several  excellent  numbers.  At  the  close 
Superintendent  Seger,  of  the  Colony  School,  Oklahoma,  made  a brief 
address  full  of  humor  and  wise  sayings.  He  had  noticed  in  Washington 
that  some  of  the  doors  had  on  them  "Push"  and  "Pull,"  and  if  we  ever 


amounted  to  anything  in  life  we  would  have  to  push  our  way  into 
usefulness.  He  told  how  he  spoke  his  first  pieces  at  school  in 
barefeet,  and  how  he  went  to  his  seat  crying  and  was  told  that  Daniel 
Webster  did  the  same  thing,  which  encouraged  him  greatly.  If  a boy  has 
to  wear  patched  pantaloons  he  liked  to  see  the  patches  on  the  knees. 

Why  is  it  that  Sloyd  boys  are  in  demand  in  the  shops,  over  the  others 

who  have  not  had  the  training?  Simply  because  they  have  learned  to  work 

by  DIRECTION.  They  have  ears  and  have  learned  to  hear.  They  have  eyes 
and  they  have  learned  to  see.  They  have  hands  and  they  have  learned  to 
use  simple  tools,  which  makes  them  handy  at  the  more  complicated  tools 
and  machinery.  They  have  been  taught  to  measure  accurately,  and  to  be 
careful  and  neat  and  QUICK.  A boy  with  all  these  good  qualities  has  the 

beginning  of  any  good  trade  he  may  choose.  There  are  some  large 

"sloydless"  boys  in  shops  who  are  so  awkward  that  they  make  themselves 
ashamed  several  times  a day. 
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The  ice  was  thin. 

And  she  fell  in.  - Alberta. 

Skating  was  excellent  the  early  part  of  the  week. 

Miss  Luckenbach  is  visiting  friends  at  Lititz. 

Mrs.  Craft,  mother  of  Mrs.  Thompson,  is  with  us  again. 

Mrs.  Canfield  will  start  a class  in  art  needlework  on  Monday. 

Washington's  birthday  was  a holiday  for  some  at  the  school. 

George  Paisano  left  for  his  home  in  New  Mexico,  Wednesday  night. 

There  were  lakes  all  around  yesterday  morning  after  the  storm. 

Coach  Warner  is  coming  to  take  charge  of  the  athletics  of  our  school. 

Emily  Peake,  '93,  is  here  from  White  Earth,  Minnesota,  on  her  way  to 
Washington . 

Mr.  Standing  and  Mr.  Seger  spent  Wednesday  on  the  Battlefield  of 
Gettysburg. 

Too  much  noise  in  the  gallery  to  suit  some  of  the  people  at  the 
entertainment  Wednesday. 

Is  that  so  girls?  When  a girl  retains  her  maiden  name  her  maiden  aim 
is  to  change  it? 

If  you  do  not  let  everybody  know  that  you  are  somebody,  nobody  will 
think  that  you  are  anybody. 

Saturday's  storm  was  almost  a blizzard,  and  yet  we  have  had  hardly  a 
taste  of  real  winter  this  year. 

Master  Dohn  Bakeless  did  not  go  with  his  papa  and  mamma  to  Milroy.  He 
was  a brave  little  man  to  stay  behind. 

Dr.  D.P.  Welsh,  Principal  of  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School,  was  a guest 
of  Professor  Bakeless  on  Friday  last. 

The  Band  boys  are  excused  from  work  from  this  on  to  the  time  of  their 
starting  on  the  big  tour  of  the  United  States. 

Miss  Barclay  is  still  ill  at  her  home  on  North  Hanover  Street,  and  she 
has  the  sympathy  of  her  friends  at  the  school. 

The  senior  girls  have  been  invited,  through  Frank  Teeple, 
corresponding  secretary,  to  visit  the  Standard  Literary  Society  this 
evening. 

Our  line  of  march  from  the  various  quarters  to  assembly  hall  is  very 
nearly  a quarter  of  a mile  long  as  the  students  march  - two  by  two. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.K.  Bell,  of  Salem,  Virginia,  were  among  the  callers  on 
Monday,  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Long,  of  Carlisle,  whose  guests  they  were. 

Mrs.  Lininger,  teacher  of  one  of  the  advanced  classes  of  the  sewing 
department  has  been  sick  a couple  of  days,  but  is  better  and  will  be 
able  to  resume  her  duties. 

As  soon  as  it  stopped  raining  yesterday  morning  the  "play-marble" 
small  boys  found  the  best  ground,  and  that  is  on  the  gravel  in  the  shop 
court . 

Had  not  several  boys  volunteered  to  work  yesterday  we  could  not  have 
brought  the  HELPER  out  on  time  this  week,  owing  to  the  holiday  given  the 
school  on  Washington's  birthday.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  thanks  them 
for  their  offer  for  he  does  not  like  to  disappoint  the  readers  of  the 
HELPER. 


We  are  represented  at  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
Convention,  at  Williamsport,  by  several  from  our  school  Association. 

Grace  Banks  took  a notion  to  slide  down  the  banister  at  the 
dining-hall  on  Monday.  She  is  nursing  a sprained  ankle  at  the  hospital. 

Six  boys  and  six  girls  were  confirmed  by  the  Episcopal  Bishop  Talbot, 
at  the  St.  John's  Church,  Carlisle,  Tuesday  evening  after  which  they 
took  supper  with  the  Rector,  Mr.  McMillan. 

Wednesday  night's  storm  caused  the  dam  to  back  water  so  that  it 
flooded  the  surrounding  meadow.  Relief  had  to  be  given,  and  we  fear  it 
is  "good-bye  skating  pond"  for  this  year. 

Visitors  for  this  evening:  Invincibles,  Some  one  in  Miss  Barclay's 
place  and  Miss  Campbell;  Standards,  Mr.  Beitzel  and  Mr.  Thompson; 

Susans,  Misses  Carter  and  Burgess. 

Miss  McCook,  who  has  been  visiting  friends  in  town  left  for 
Philadelphia  this  week.  During  her  stay,  her  numerous  friends  at  the 
school  secured  several  glimpses  of  her  genial  presence. 

On  Monday,  Mrs.  Bakeless  received  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  her 
father  at  Milroy.  Professor  and  Mrs.  Bakeless  and  Catherine  left  the 
same  day  for  the  scene  of  the  sad  event. 

William  Colombe's  letter,  published  last  week,  has  attracted  wide 
attention.  His  picture  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia  Sunday  Press  the 
full  length  of  the  great  page,  with  quite  an  account  of  his  life. 

Superintendent  D.D.  Seger,  of  the  Colony  Indian  School,  Oklahoma,  is 
with  us.  Mr.  Seger  is  a man  of  wide  experience  with  the  Indians,  and  is 
full  of  interesting  experiences  of  a long  life  among  the  Cheyenne  and 
Arapahoes . 

Some  of  the  little  girls  are  showing  a helpful  spirit.  When  they  come 
home  from  school  they  run  to  the  matron  and  say:  "What  can  I do?  I want 
to  help.  Can't  you  find  some  work  for  me  to  do?" 

We  have  had  so  much  job  work  recently  that  the  little  hand  press  used 
twenty  years  ago  on  our  first  little  paper  and  which  has  been  shelved  as 
a curiosity  for  a number  of  years  was  brought  into  active  use. 

The  Red  Man  should  go  to  every  Chief  and  Head  Man  of  every  tribe  of 
Indians  in  the  United  States.  They  cannot  read?  Don't  be  mistaken!  The 
progressive  chiefs  have  intelligent  interpreters  who  read  to  them  the 
daily  news. 

Little  Nina  Tallchief  has  been  kept  from  school  for  several  days  on 
account  of  a cold  which  slightly  affected  one  of  her  eyes.  The  people 
of  the  quarters  say  it  is  a pleasure  to  have  Nina  around  all  day  for  she 
is  so  obedient  and  polite. 

The  calisthenic  drill  is  bringing  the  regular  classes  into  good  form 
again.  It  takes  several  months  for  the  new  ones  to  work  up  to  a 
creditable  standing,  but  Mr.  Thompson  is  patient  and  painstaking,  and 
all  get  the  benefit,  not  for  show  but  for  health. 
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THE  PASSING  OF  STIYA  KOWACURA. 


From  The  Native  American,  published  at  the  Phoenix  Indian  School, 
Arizona,  we  clip  part  of  a beautiful  tribute  to  Stiya,  who  for  several 
years  was  a pupil  with  us. 

This  interesting  paper  says: 

We  are  very  sad  and  cannot  keep  back  the  scalding  tears,  because  our 
pupil,  comrade,  friend  has  taken  a little  journey.  And  yet  we  should 
not  feel  so  grieved,  for  Stiya 's  soul  is  not  dead.  The  casket  in  which 
God  placed  the  beautiful  spirit  has  broken  asunder,  and  the  spirit  is 
now  free.  It  has  escaped  from  bondage,  that  is  all;  and  why  should  we 
weep  because  a soul  is  free?  Stiya ' s last  words,  before  she  became 
unconscious,  were: 

"I've  been  out  of  school  so  long  I'm  afraid  I cannot  graduate." 

But  she  has  not  only  graduated;  she  has  passed  the  final  examination 
and  been  promoted. 

It  seems  to  me  it  is  not  sacrilege,  or  if  so,  easily  forgivable,  to 
believe  there  are  some  individuals,  even  in  point  of  character. 


favorites  of  heaven.  I think  Stiya  was  a favorite  and  justly  so.  I 
have  known  her  to  rise  after  taps  had  sounded  sweet  and  clear,  and  every 
one  was  sleeping,  and  steal  away  to  the  sewing  room,  where  she  would 
work  until  after  midnight  on  Christmas  gifts  for  her  friends.  And  this 
not  once  but  many,  many  times  until  she  was  detected  and  promised  not  to 
do  so  again. 

Her  body  was  always  frail  - indeed,  she  has  been  dying  for  years  - but 
her  soul  was  sweet  and  sunny  and  her  heart  as  large  as  humanity. 

Rev.  Mr.  McAfee  delivered  the  funeral  sermon  and  his  words  were 
beautifully  choice  and  as  comforting  as  a message  staight  from  heaven. 
There  was  not  a dry  eye  in  all  the  vast  assemblage  as  the  casket, 
covered  with  flowers  was  carried  away;  while  the  band  played  a sweet, 
sweet  dirge,  and  hearts  almost  broken  gave  silent  tribute  to  her  we 
loved . 

We  shall  miss  you,  Stiya  dear. 


THE  GOOD  FARMER  IS  KING. 


As  Spring  is  approaching  and  already  reparations  are  being  made  for 
several  hundred  of  our  boys  and  girls  to  spend  the  summer  in  country 
homes,  the  following  from  the  Chemawa  American,  published  at  the  largest 
Indian  School  on  the  Pacific  coast,  is  apropos: 

You  may  call  farmers  hay  seeds,  but  the  farmer  who  knows  how  to  farm 
is  a king.  Five  acres  of  strawberries  properly  cultivated  will  yield  a 
greater  income  than  three  fourths  of  the  harness-makers,  carpenters, 
blacksmiths  or  engineers  are  making.  Yet  so  many  Indian  boys  and  white 
boys  too,  prefer  trades  to  agriculture,  gardening  or  stock  raising. 

Are  they  wise? 

Fifteen  acres  of  potatoes  properly  cultivated  will  yield  3,000  bushels 
and  at  25  cents  per  bushel  are  worth  $750. 

That  is  more  salary  than  mechanics  generally  receive.  Five  old  cows 
properly  handled  with  their  increase  in  five  years,  will  bring  their 
owner  an  income  of  $1000  per  year. 

The  American  claims  that  farming,  gardening,  fruit  growing  and  stock 
raising  are  more  beneficial  to  the  Indains  than  trades  or  professions. 

But  it  is  absurd  to  think  any  one  can  farm  or  raise  stock,  without 
first  learning  how. 

The  fellows  who  do  not  succeed  at  farming  are  those  who  do  not  know 
how  to  farm  or  are  too  lazy  to  work.  It  is  a good  thing  for  farmers  to 
have  some  knowledge  of  blacksmithing  and  carpentering  also,  so  they  can 
do  their  own  repair  work. 

It  takes  brains  along  with  muscle  to  be  successful  farmers,  gardeners 
or  stockmen  as  well  as  expert  mechanics,  and  the  idea  that  any  ignoramus 
can  be  a prosperous  tiller  of  the  soil  is  entirely  wrong. 

The  American  desires  to  see  more  of  the  young  Indian  men  of  this 
country  learning  and  mastering  the  art  of  farming,  gardening,  fruit 
growing  and  stock  raising,  it  will  pay  them  better  than  trades  or 
professions . 


A BOY'S  RELIGION. 


It  was  the  late  Henry  Drummond  who  once  said  to  a great  company  of 
boys : 

"Boys,  if  you  are  going  to  be  Christians,  be  Christians  as  boys,  and 
not  as  your  grandmothers. 

A grandmother  has  to  be  a Christian  as  a grandmother,  and  that  is  the 
right  and  beautiful  thing  for  her:  but  if  you  cannot  read  your  Bible  by 
the  hour  as  your  grandmother  can,  or  delight  in  meeting  as  she  can, 
don't  think  that  you  are  necessarily  a bad  boy. 

When  you  are  your  grandmother ' s age  you  will  have  your  grandmother's 
religion . " 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  6,  5,  12  fishermen  use. 


My  3,  8,  11  boys  may  become. 

My  7,  2,  4,  10,  12  is  a sky  traveller. 

My  1,  3,  9,  10,  6,  12  fastens  things  together. 

My  whole  is  what  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  is  thinking  of  these  days. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Play  marbles. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

- — "RE:  My  Father's  Boys"  

Date:  Sun,  09  lan  2000  21:12:00  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : My  Father's  Boys.... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

About  a week  ago  I had  the  chance  to  have  lunch  for  a friend  who  is 
retiring  after  a long  in  time  in  law  enforcement.  I almost  did  not  make 
it,  getting  there  late  and  found  a table  with  three  people  sitting 
there.  I sat  down  and  met  them,  they  came  a place  near  Many  Farms, 

midway  to  Round  Rock  and  Rough  Rock,  they  told  me  they  were  "orphans" 

because  they  lived  in  an  area  between  all  the  chapter  boundaries  but 
had  chosen  Many  Farms  as  their  place,  I guess. 

They  were  Navajo  and  had  come  quite  a ways  to  have  this  meal  for  their 
relation.  It  was  this  table  I had  visit  with  my  Father's  boys.  You  see 
sitting  there,  it  was  like  going  back  to  my  youth  to  a time  when  my 

father  would  come  home  and  talk  about  the  boys  at  the  Flag  Bordertown 

dorm  where  he  worked  as  an  aide.  You  have  understand  my  father  was  a 
quiet  man,  but  he  loved  to  talk  about  traditional  things,  his 
experiences  and  wanted  to  preserve  a little  of  what  he  knew  so  he 
started  an  Indian  Club  and  taught  these  young  people  how  to  dance  and 
sing. 

After  introductions,  I found  that  Tsinijinnie  and  his  wife  were  there 
during  the  time  my  father  was  there.  They  are  school  teachers  now,  he 
is  at  Rough  Rock  and  she  is  at  Kayenta.  Fie  heard  my  name  and  asked  me, 
do  you  know  this  person.  I told  him  he  was  my  father.  Fie  then  said  to 
me,  your  father  taught  me  to  sing,  to  dance.  I looked  him,  his  hair  is 
going  gray,  but  he  said  I taught  my  children  what  he  taught  me  and  so 
now  they  know  these  things  too.  I felt  humbled  by  his  words,  because  he 
honored  my  father  by  this.  Flis  wife  also  was  there  during  that  time, 
their  children  are  now  grown. 

Seated  next  to  me  was  a man,  Larry,  and  water  engineer  by  chance,  who 
got  in  his  truck  in  Phoenix  and  drove  many  hours  to  come  North  to  share 
this  meal  with  his  uncle  who  was  retiring.  Flis  hair  is  a little  gray 
and  his  smile  was  easy.  Fie  spoke  about  the  dorm,  and  remembered  the  old 
pine  trees  just  outside  the  fence  in  forest,  there  he  had  put  up  some 
wire  cable  and  set  up  a "bucking  barrel".  Fie  said  he  learned  to  ride 
bulls  on  that  barrel,  and  the  dorm  attendants  would  take  it  down,  and 
they  would  put  it  up  again  to  ride.  I suppose  that  barrel  is  still 
there  just  South  of  the  dorm. 

I remembered  his  name,  as  well  as  many  others  and  we  spoke  about  some 
of  them.  It  was  like  going  back  to  when  children  played,  they  called 
themselves  "E-Yeis",  a child's  funny  name.  I sat  there  and  saw  the  kids 
of  my  youth,  young  and  strong  and  full  of  hopes,  dreams  and  a smile 
thinking  about  those  times. 

My  father  spent  many  hours  with  them  and  many  others,  their  names  come 
to  mind,  some  have  gone  on  and  others  have  left  to  who  knows  where.  My 
father  was  a simple  man,  he  loved  to  sing  old  Navajo  songs,  and  made 
many  outfits  and  practiced  his  singing  over  and  over  again.  Fie  made 
feathers  dance  in  a basket  and  he  could  dance  ye-be-che  again  and  again 
teaching  the  young  kids  how  to  move,  and  to  make  sounds  like  a hooting 
owl,  a blue  jay.  and  others.  I can  see  him  getting  to  perform  for  the 


annual  shows. 

At  times  he  went  to  the  parent  teachers  nites  for  some  of  these  kids, 
one  time  I remember  he  walked  clear  across  for  one  of  the  Sloan  boys, 
those  guys  from  Marble  Canyon,  and  worried  about  others.  My  friend  who 
was  retiring  was  one  of  them,  and  having  a meal  with  them  was  visiting 
my  father,  he  lives  through  their  memory  and  they  gave  me  a look  at 
those  times  from  long  ago. 

There  were  many  we  talked  about,  the  Whitehat  brothers,  the  Sloans 
boys,  the  Yellowmans  from  Coppermine  and  many  other  and  where  they  have 
gone  I don't  know,  but  my  father  spoke  about  them  in  his  old  age 
pulling  out  the  school  yearbooks  and  pictures  and  speaking  about  them. 
He  passed  away  in  1991.  Having  lunch  with  them  was  nice,  I can't 
remember  what  we  ate,  but  it  was  a good  meal.  I guess  it  is  that  way 
with  such  things.  We  go  on  and  hopefully  do  some  things  right  and  I am 
glad  to  say  I am  my  father's  son.  Francis  Cambridge,  some  called  him 
Jackie  Gleason,  but  he  didn't  like  that  too  much  but  now  when  I look  at 
his  old  pictures  he  did  look  a little  like  him.  Anyway  that  is  what  I 
saw  when  I sat  with  Larry  Gene,  Stella  & Leroy  Tsinijinnie  and  Andy 

Tom,  a part  of  the  ones  they  called,  "E-Yeis" 

rustywire 


"RE : Poem:  For  My  People,  I Live"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  11:51:23  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : "FOR  MY  PEOPLE,  I LIVE" 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

From:  Larry  Kibby  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

"FOR  MY  PEOPLE,  I LIVE" 

In  the  valleys  of  times  gone  by, 

I hear  the  echoes  of  pain  and  sorrow. 

The  echoes  of  beatings,  tortures  and  deaths, 

I feel  the  tears  of  my  people. 

Whose  hearts  bled  for  me. 

And  in  their  honor. 

For  my  people,  I live. 

In  the  valleys  of  times  gone  by. 

There  lays  false  hope,  lies  and  broken  promises. 
And  a land  becomes  covered  with  blood. 

And  I feel  the  tears  of  my  people. 

Whose  hearts  bled  for  me. 

And  in  their  honor. 

For  my  people  I live. 

In  the  valleys  of  times  gone  by. 

There  are  burial  grounds  filled  with  my  people. 

A land  filled  with  the  old,  young  and  children. 
Infants  and  unborn  babies. 

Even  the  sick  and  dying. 

Burial  grounds  of  my  people. 

All  Murdered  for  gold,  silver,  oil. 

Blacken  hearts  of  greed. 

That  destroyed  my  people  and  their  way  of  life. 
And  in  their  honor. 

For  my  people,  I live. 

In  the  valleys  of  times  gone  by. 

There  are  food  gathering  grounds. 

Medicine  grounds. 

Fishing  grounds. 

Hunting  grounds. 

Ceremonial  grounds. 


Sacred  grounds. 

Places  of  life  and  death. 

The  land  of  my  people. 

Who  lived  and  died  for  me. 

And  in  their  honor. 

For  my  people,  I live. 

Now  and  forever. 

Wednesday,  March  17,  1999 
by: 

kibbey@sierra . net 

http : //www. geocities . com/CapitolHi 11/ Lobby/ 7027 

"Larry  Kibby",  Program  Director 

Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society 

Elko  Indian  Colony 

1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko,  Nevada  89801-2577 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Mar  2000  03:35:00  GMT 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub  j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  12-18 

MALAKI 

March 

Nana 

12 

Every  life  is  precious;  every  spirit  unique  and  irreplaceable. 

13 

A Journey  of  the  spirit  is  never  truly  finished  --  its  paths 
continually  unfold  before  us. 

14 

A life  well  spent  is  like  the  banyan  tree  --  anchored  to  the  land  by 
many  roots. 

15 

The  rain  is  a blessing  of  renewal  upon  the  earth. 

16 

Arise,  oh  Sun,  and  warm  the  land  with  your  passage! 

17 

Though  I have  no  wings,  my  spirit  flies  upon  the  wind! 

18 

Strength  is  the  warrior  within. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  5 March  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  01:39:07  -0500 
From:  Unit  4 <UnitIV@SPUTUM.com> 

Sub j : Radford  University  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 


The  Native  American  Heritage  Association  (NAHA)  of  Radford  University 
presents  in  13th  Annual  NAHA  Pow  Wow,  March  31  and  April  1,  2000. 

FREE  ADMISSION:  INDOOR  EVENT 

This  year's  theme:  Honoring  the  Elders 

MC:  3ohn  Blackfeather  Jefferies 

Arena  Director:  Garland  Humble  Bear  Lesson 

Drums:  Star  Wheel  (northern).  Red  Heart  (southern) 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Ernie  Carlson  (Begay) 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Jane  Richardson 

Special  Guest:  Lowery  Begay;  hoop  dancing  and  flute  music 

Special  Events:  Gourd  Dance  and  Snake  Dance 

Other  drums  and  singers  welcome,  as  are  all  dancers. 

Food  by  Oxendine  Catering 

20+  Vendors  (sorry,  no  more  vendor  space  available) 

Special  events  and  vendor  activities  for  kids. 

Give-aways,  blanket  dances  and  raffles. 

The  Vevita  Color  Guard  of  Washington  DC  will  be  presenting  the  colors 
and  honoring  their  fallen  founder  and  fellow  warrior  Norman  Drywater. 
Location:  Dedmon  Athletic  Center,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
4 miles  north  of  1-81  from  exit  109,  follow  signs  in  town. 

Doors  open  from  6 to  11  PM  Friday  March  31,  and  9 AM  to  10  PM 
Saturday  April  1. 

For  more  info:  naha-clb@runet.edu  or  call  540-381-8538 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  15:38:19  GMT 
From:  "Marian  Powell"  <wyanot@hotmail . com> 
Sub j : Late  Winter/Early  Spring  Pow  Wow's 

Buffalo  Hearts'  planned  events: 

April  28-30 

Guntersville,  AL 

United  Cherokee  Intertribal 

(Christina  is  the  outgoing  princess) 


Date:  Wed,  16  Feb  2000  14:15:25  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : upcoming  events 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  Millennium  Concerts 

Fundraising  Brunch  for  the  Minnesota  Coalition  for  Battered  Women 

Sunday  , March  12,  2000 

10am  - 1pm  Martin  Luther  King  Center 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Brunch  $25.00/  Brunch  and  Concert  $55  - $75 
Hosted  by  the  Mississippi  Market  and  Screamin  0's 

Reserve  early  for  the  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  Concerts: 

Saturday  , March  11  at  8:00pm 
Sunday  , March  12  at  3:oopm 
AVA  Special  Events 

@ 612  673-9230  for  more  information 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Winona  LaDuke 

Thursday,  March  9,  2000  @ 8:00pm 

Macalester  College  - Weyerhaeuser  Chapel  - 1600  Grand  Avenue 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Winona  LaDuke  will  discuss  her  nonfiction  debut,  "All  Our  Relatives: 
Native  Struggles  for  Land  and  Life".  (South  End  Press) 

This  event  is  free  and  open  to  the  public. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

University  of  Minnesota  - Twin  Cities  Campus 


An  Evening  with  LESLIE  MARMON  SILKO 

The  41st  Annual  Joseph  Warren  Beach  Memorial  Lecture 

Tuesday,  March  14,  2000  at  8:00pm 

Twin  Cities  Campus,  West  Bank 

Ted  Mann  Concert  Hall 

A reception  will  follow  this  FREE  event.  No  advance  tickets  required. 

For  more  information  : 612-625-3363 

Presented  by  the  English  Dept,  and  Co-sponsored  by  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts 


Date:  Mon,  24  Jan  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans. 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 


is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park 
Tuscumbia,  AL 

Perry  White  (205)  672-0361  or  Millard  Shelton  (256)  350-9162 
or  Larry  Smith  (877)  818-3120 


Date:  Sun,  09  Han  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Mon,  6 Man  2000  17:20:29  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub  j : Reminder:  Winter  Gathering  2000  on  MARCH  18TH  AND  19TH  2000 

- - FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Kriss  Gadomski"  <krissg@infinet . com> 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Dust  a reminder  of  The  Ohio  Center  for  Native  American  Affairs' 

Winter  Gathering  2000  on  MARCH  18TH  AND  19TH  2000.  As 
previously  announced  the  date  has  been  changed  from  the 
11th  and  12th  due  to  scheduling  conficlts. 

The  Gathering  will  be  held  on  the  Fort  Hayes  Career  Center 
Campus  located  at  546  lack  Gibbs  Boulevard,  Columbus  Ohio, 
in  Room  106  of  the  Health  Education  Building. 

The  main  feature  of  this  Gathering  is  a drum  making  workshop. 

It  is  not  too  late  to  order  your  kit.  Cost  of  the  kit  is  $50.00,  that 
includes  the  cedar  drum  round,  elk  hide,  and  drum  stick  materials. 

Email  us  at  the  address  listed  below.  THE  CUT  OFF  FOR  ORDERING 
DRUM  MATERIALS  IS  MARCH  7TH . You  may  bring  your  own  materials. 

There  will  also  be  a Community  Circle  so  bring  your  own  project  and  work 
among  friends.  There  will  be  quilting,  beading,  and  basket  making.  Come 
to  work  or  come  to  teach  and  share!  The  Burial  Rights  Support  Group 
will  be  there  working  on  the  Peltier  Quilt  and  on  shaws. 

There  is  no  cost  to  attend  the  Winter  Gathering.  Donations  will 
be  accepted  to  help  cover  the  cost  of  the  food  provided  and  to 
help  cover  administrative  costs  and  scholarship  costs. 

Email  us  at  ocnaa@yahoo.com  for  further  information! 

Thanks! 

Kristine  Gadomski 
e-mail:  krissg@infinet.com 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 


identities  and  histories. 


Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist : Jewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Afro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Jo  Anne  Steele;  MC:  JoJo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7011.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

3ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 


TRADERS  OPEN 


THE  HOST 


DANCING 


10:00  A.M. 
12:00  NOON 


MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  DUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 


Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 
Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 
NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 


Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Tue,  11  lan  2000  22:27:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Winter  2000  Pow  Wow  list 

Native  American  Events  Listings 
-Winter,  1999-2000- 
>Southeast< 

Note  I:  These  mailings  are  sent  out  upon  request.  Anyone  wishing  to  have 
their  name  added  to  or  deleted  from  this  list  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Wanige@aol.com.  The  same  contact  may  be  used  to  send  events  or  corrections 
for  inclusion  in  future  mailings.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  and/or  forward 
these  mailings  with  my  blessings.  And  don't  forget  to  call  ahead  to  verify 
dates ! 

Note  II:  These  listings  are  usually  sent  out  in  two  parts.  Part  one  generally 
covers  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri;  part  two  covers  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Events  in 
Washington,  DC,  are  sometimes  included  in  these  mailings  as  well.  In 
addition:  Due  to  a lack  of  time,  and  difficulty  involved  in  maintaining  such 
a broad-based  list,  I will  no  longer  actively  seek  to  obtain  listings  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  I will  occasionally 
continue  to  list  events  from  these  states  (and  others)  when  convenience 
allows . 

ru  ru  y ~ y 

Key  to  abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD:  Host 
Southern  Drum,  HM:  Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HG:  Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HS:  Head 
Singer,  HH:  Host  Motel/Hotel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - 
Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry,  FP:  Flute  Player,  ST:  Story  Teller,  MC:  Master 
of  Ceremonies,  WS:  Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  HV  - Head  veteran. 


ALABAMA 

Now,  through  Dune  26:  High  Stakes  Indian  Bingo,  at  the  Creek  Bingo  Palace  on 
the  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Reservation,  Atmore.  Each  Saturday  & Sunday  at 
1:00pm,  and  Mondays  at  5:00pm.  Admission  charged.  Info:  (800)  826-9121. 

Note:  For  more  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau  of 
Tourism  and  Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA,  or  visit  online  at  www.touralabama .org.  For  pow  wow  listings 
and  information  on  Alabama's  state-recognized  Indian  tribes,  contact:  Alabama 
Indian  Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104 
or  call  (334)  242-2831. 

ARKANSAS 

No  current  listings. 

FLORIDA 

No  current  listings. 

GEORGIA 

No  current  listings. 

KENTUCKY 

No  current  listings. 

LOUISIANA 

Mar.  10-12:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Bogalusa  Sports  Complex, 
Avenue  B,  Bogalusa.  Hosted  by  the  Medicine  Wheel  Intertribal  Society.  HM: 
Spirit  Horse;  HL:  Frances  Johnson;  H.  Little  Boy:  Trent  Dardar;  H.  Little 
Girl:  Paige  Chaisson;  HD:  Caney  Creek  Singers.  All  drums,  dancers,  staffs  & 
princesses  welcome.  Info:  Michelle  (504)  732-3484/fax:  735-8744  or  Frances 


(225)  675-6184,  or  e-mail:  okanowa@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Johnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Mar.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 
Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 
OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  James  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA,  TENNESSEE 
No  current  listings. 


VIRGINIA,  WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
No  current  listings. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Jordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 


May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7011,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


TEXAS 

Mar.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


VIRGINIA 

No  current  listings. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 
No  current  listings. 


ELSEWHERE 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 

Note:  updates  will  be  posted  as  more  information  becomes  available.  Spring 
listings  (for  March-April-May)  have  already  been  released,  and  are  being 
updated  with  new  information  as  it  becomes  available.  Updates  of  some  of  the 
Florida  events  in  this  issue  were  courtesy  of  Dimmy  Boy  Dial.  Wado,  oginali. 

Note  II:  after  Danuary  27th,  I may  not  be  reached  at  wanige@aol.com;  so  send 
further  correspondence  to  me  at  sablesage@webtv.net.  Thanks. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Mar  2000  09:49:38  -0600 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : Electronic  Program  Guide 

1)  Rerun  of  3/2/00  NAC  program 

2)  Program  Schedule  for  3/6  - 3/10 

1)  Rerun  of  3/2/00  NAC  program 

Due  to  technical  difficulties  with  our  satellite  the  03/2/00  program  of 
Native  America  Calling  on  "Freedom  of  the  Press  in  Native  America"  did 
not  get  webcast  in  its  entirety.  We  now  have  the  program  available  on- 
demand.  http://nativecalling.org/ archives/list. html#03022000 

We  will  also  be  rerunning  the  program  noon-lpm  EST  right  before  the  live 
Native  America  Calling  for  3/6/00,  so  that  our  WebTV  and  non-G2  RealPlayer 
users  can  still  hear  the  program  if  they  wish  to  do  so.  Dust  go  to 
http://nativecalling.org/  between  noon  and  1pm  EST  on  3/6/00  and  go  to 
"Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

We  apologize  for  the  inconvenience  and  thank  you  for  your  patience. 

Due  to  these  same  difficulties  the  program  for  3/1/00  was  also  not 
webcast  in  its  entirety.  We  plan  to  have  the  program  available  on-demand 
in  the  near  future.  And  also  plan  to  rerun  it  at  a different  time  on  our 
live  stream. 


This  is  a seasonal  problem  and  we  do  not  anticipate  anymore  problems  of 
this  kind  with  our  webcasting  feed  during  Native  America  Calling  until 
early  October.  If  you  have  any  questions  feel  free  to  e-mail  us  at 
airos@unl . edu 

2)  Program  Schedule  for  3/6  - 3/10 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EST  URL:  http: //nativecalling, 
org/  and  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV 
users" 

MON  - 3/6:  Current  Events: 

What  season  is  right  around  the  corner?  Does  Denver  March  or  Gathering  of 
Nations  ring  your  pow-wow  bells?  Also,  ownership  of  a meteorite  is 
causing  controversy  for  an  Oregon  Tribe.  And  there  are  two  new  dolls  out 
called  G.I.  3oe  Navajo  Code  Talker  and  Tlingit  Barbie.  And  just  in  case 
you  didn't  think  that  was  enough  ground  to  cover,  we  are  offering  you  free 
access  to  our  airwaves  to  announce  your  current  event  on  our  broadcast. 

TUE  - 3/7:  Why  Do  Men  Rape?: 

Is  rape  about  power  and  domination?  Or  is  it  simply  a savage  and  demented 
way  for  men  to  reproduce?  A controversial  new  book  called  A Natural 
History  of  Rape  is  sparking  this  argument.  The  authors  contend  that  rape 
is  a way  for  males  to  spread  their  seed  and  their  genes  to  the  next 
generation.  Other  experts  in  the  field  say  the  book  and  the  theory  are 
unfounded  and  ridiculous.  Guests  include  book  co-author  and  University  of 
New  Mexico  biologist  Randy  Thornhill  and  Carolyn  Ford  of  the  Albuquerque 
Rape  Crisis  Center. 

WED  - 3/8:  International  Women's  Day: 

Founded  in  1911,  International  Women's  Day  is  the  kernel  around  which 
Women's  History  Month  (1987)  was  established  in  the  U.S.  On  or  near  the 
8th  of  March  each  year,  women  of  all  ages  and  cultures  and  from  all  walks 
of  life  join  together  around  the  world  to  celebrate  solidarity  and  demand 
justice  for  all  women. 

THU  - 3/9:  Peyote:  Narcotic  or  Medicine?: 

Native  people  throughout  the  four  directions  have  joined  the  Native 
American  Church,  which  uses  the  sacred  plant  Peyote  in  its  rituals  and 
ceremonies.  Believers  say,  if  used  properly,  the  cactus  plant  can  heal 
illnesses  and  create  a window  to  the  spirit  world.  Others  claim  it  is 
nothing  more  than  a hallucinogenic  drug.  What  are  the  laws  concerning 
Peyote  and  its  usage? 

FRI  - 03/10:  Maintaining  and  Caring  for  your  Muscles: 

The  "Wellness  Edition"  becomes  muscle  bound  as  we  look  at  the  organs  that 
hold  our  bodies  together  and  allow  us  to  move.  From  muscle  cramps  and 
injuries  to  muscle  diseases  and  disorders.  The  "Wellness  Edition"  will 
discuss  the  powerful  tissues  of  our  physique. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 
email:  emartin2@unl.edu 
phone:  402-472-3287 


To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu 
with  the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Janet  Smith, 

Martha  E Ture,  Bear  Christensen,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  Pat  Morris,  Cara  Cowan, 
Robert  Dorman,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Nancy  Thomas,  Mike  Benwell 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Eric  Martin,  Debra  Sanders,  Lenape  Lady 
KOLA  Headquarters,  Dee,  Carol  Snyder  Halberstadt,  Kim  Fouts,  Larry  Kibby, 
Larry  Innes,  Christopher  Morabito  Johnny  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:44:50  2000 
Date:  Tue,  14  Mar  2000  17:54:05  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.012 
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Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NatFilm,  Paths-L  & 

Big  Mountain  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 

Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 

Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"Waseskun  is  a Cree  word  meaning  that  time  at  the  end  of  a storm  with 
dark  clouds  breaking,  the  blue  sky  appearing  , and  the  sun  just  starting 
to  seep  through . " 

"There  is  timing  to  everything,  just  like  a giant  wheel  that  is  turning. 
Everything  happens  at  its  own  appropriate  time.  That  is  the  only  way  it 
happens.  No  matter  how  much  we  have  tried  in  the  past  to  bring  things 
together,  as  little  as  we  know  about  them,  they  could  not  happen.  We 
are  doing  what  we  are  doing  here  because  it  is  the  time  for  it.  One  of 

the  things  that  we  seem  not  to  notice  or  take  account  of  is  that  the 

spirit  people  are  helping  us.  We  still  have  to  do  the  work,  but  they 
are  helping  us.  They  are  facilitating  the  work  done...  That  is  why 
things  are  happening  now.  The  couldn't  have  happened  before,  not  in  the 
way  they  are  happening  today." 

Art  Solomon,  Objibway  Elder 

[Editorial  comment:  To  learn  more  about  Waseskun  Flouse  read  the 
article  in  this  issue  titled  "Waseskun  Dob  Opportunities". 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

! I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 
j of  the  Republic  f 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  j 

I so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  i 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


I Dourney 

t The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Those  of  you  who  read  the  newsgroup  alt. native  or  subscribe  to  the  AISES 
mailing  list  have  probably  seen  one  of  Dr.  Gene  Norman's  posts  asking  that 
we  vote  for  him  for  President  of  the  United  States.  Dr.  Gene  also  copied 
me  via  AISES. 

When  I asked  how  tongue-in-cheek  he  was  being  he  sent  the  following  reply 


Date:  Sun,  5 Mar  2000  08:06:43  -0600 
From:  Eugene  Norman  <dr.gene@juno.com> 

Sub j : Presidential  campaign 

Hi  Gary: ) 

My  Ever-Lovin'  told  me  that  the  only  to  change  the  current  mindset  of 
those  in  power  is  to  have  a great  experiment.  First,  see  if  you  can  get 
elected  WITHOUT  spending  any  money!  That  way,  I wouldn't  be  bound  to 
perform  as  a puppet.  The  only  way  I can  do  that  is  by  a purely  volunteer 
effort . 

As  President,  my  first  official  act  will  be  to  release  Leonard  Peltier! 
Then  I would  return  the  country  to  full  Constitutional  Government  and  all 
that  that  entails  (like  recognition  of  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty)! 

With  love  and  respect. 

Gene 


Actually,  this  campaign  is  already  better  than  the  ones  we  have  been 
exposed  to  on  TV. 


I have  studiously  avoided  any  articles  that  include  political  agendas. 


This  one  post  of  less  than  a dozen  lines  is  the  "exception  that  proves 
the  rule."  There  will  be  no  equal  time  for  other  candidates.  Besides, 

I doubt  seriously  any  others  could  restrict  their  words  to  so  few  lines 
and  say  so  much  about  their  values. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Speaking  of  commitment  and  values,  read  this  "request"  from  President 
Clinton,  bearing  in  mind  his  handling  of  the  campaign  funding  scandal, 
his  "hands-off"  lack  of  commitment  where  Leonard  Peltier  is  concerned, 
his  refusal  to  help  resolve  the  BIA  mismanagement ...  and  on,  and  on... 

Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:02:05  -0500 
From:  "Smith,  Janet"  <Smithj@LOMA.org> 

Sub j : Dems  committed  to  Indian  concerns??? 

Clinton  asks  American  Indians  to  vote 
By  SONYA  ROSS 
Associated  Press  Writer 
March  10,  2000 

Web  posted  at:  10:34  a.m.  EST  (1534  GMT) 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  President  Clinton  made  a direct  appeal  for  American 
Indians  to  vote  for  Democratic  candidates  in  elections  this  fall,  saying 
his  party  is  completely  committed  to  their  concerns. 

In  a speech  Thursday  to  American  Indians  who  gave  a total  $350,000  to 
Democratic  congressional  candidates,  Clinton  cast  them  as  victims  of  a 
negligent  U.S.  government  that  took  away  land  and  mineral  rights  while 
giving  them  little  in  return.  He  promised  to  remedy  that. 

"This  is  the  part  of  our  historical  legacy  we  want  to  be  proud  of,  and 
it  will  never  be  right  until  we  get  it  right,"  Clinton  said.  "This  is  a 
country  that's  supposed  to  be  founded  on  equal  opportunity,  equal  justice 
mutual  respect,  everybody  having  a chance." 

He  asked  that  American  Indians  support  Democrats  in  congressional  races 
saying  the  "very  good  Republican  support"  he  expects  to  get  on  his  budget 
proposals  on  American  Indians  pales  in  comparison  to  the  work  that 
Democrats  do  on  their  behalf. 

"Our  party  has  had  a consistent,  determined  leadership  position  that 
goes  from  top  to  bottom,  throughout  the  entire  United  States  Congress, 
that  we  support  the  direction  that  you  advocate,"  Clinton  said.  "This  is 
about  whether  people  will  be  organized  and  energized  to  go  out  and  vote, 
to  recognize  that  when  you  lay  down  your  weapons,  you  have  to  pick  up  you 
ballot . " 

Clinton's  comments  on  Indians  were  his  most  extensive  since  he  visited 
the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota  last  Duly.  Residents 
there  struggle  with  high  unemployment,  substandard  housing  and  inadequate 
education  --  all  of  which  plague  other  Indian  reservations  as  well, 
Clinton  said. 

"Our  real  goal  ought  to  be  the  fundamental  empowerment  of  the  Native 
American  tribes  in  this  country  as  envisioned  by  the  Constitution, 
required  by  the  Supreme  Court,"  Clinton  said.  "And  I want  you  to  help  me 
. get  this  nation-to-nation  relationship  right  in  a way  that  will  allow 
you  all  to  be  lifted  up." 

According  to  the  Census  Bureau  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  1.43 
million  Indians  live  on  or  near  reservations.  Only  63  percent  of  Indians 
are  high  school  graduates,  29  percent  are  homeless  and  59  percent  live  in 
substandard  housing. 

The  president  said  he  keeps  traditional  Native  American  artifacts  -- 
drums,  eagle  feathers,  a tobacco  pouch  --  in  his  office  as  a reminder  of 
"my  solemn  obligation"  to  address  their  needs.  He  recalled  reading,  as  a 
child,  the  words  of  Chief  Joseph  of  the  Nez  Perce:  "From  this  day,  I will 
fight  no  more  forever." 

"You  made  that  pledge  and  you  got  a bad  deal,"  Clinton  said.  "The  deal 
never  worked  out  in  a way  that  was  fair  to  both  sides  and  honorable." 

The  fund-raiser  was  the  first  of  two  events  Thursday  in  which  Clinton 
focused  on  racial  healing. 

At  the  other,  a gathering  of  religious  leaders  at  the  White  House,  the 
president  reiterated  his  belief  that  African  immigrant  Amadou  Diallo 


likely  would  not  have  been  killed  by  police  had  he  been  white.  He  said 
Diallo's  death  pointed  out  a need  for  training  police  to  be  more  sensitive 
to  the  communities  they  serve  --  while  addressing  more  directly  the 
pressures  that  police  officers  face. 

"I  wish  I could  bring  that  boy  back  for  his  mother  and  his  friends,  to 
give  him  the  life  he  should  have  had.  But  I can't  do  that,"  Clinton  said. 

The  White  House  gathering  brought  together  Christians,  lews,  Muslims, 
Hindus,  Baha'is,  Catholic  priests  and  one  Buddhist  monk  in  a saffron- 
colored  robe.  They  agreed  to  formally  teach  that  racism  is  a sin,  and  also 
reported  on  efforts  within  their  faiths  to  deal  with  racism,  with  varying 
degrees  of  progress. 

Bishop  S.  Clifton  Ives,  United  Methodist  bishop  for  West  Virginia,  said 
his  denomination  is  seeking  a way  through  which  white  followers  can  be 
"challenged  on  the  notion  of  white  privilege,  and  that  will  be  hard  for 
some."  Rosa  Banks,  human  relations  director  of  the  Seventh-day  Adventists, 
said  "our  commitment  is  being  tested"  after  dialogues  uncovered  other  sore 
spots,  "but  we  have  solidly  planted  race  relations  on  our  agenda." 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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"RE:  BIA  Chief  Says  Lobby  a Big  Aid"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Feb  2000  22:38:25  EST 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : BIA  Chief  Says  Lobby  a Big  Aid 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


Albuquerque  Journal 


Saturday,  February  26,  2000 
BIA  Chief  Says  Lobby  a Big  Aid 
By  Patrick  Armijo 
Journal  Washington  Bureau 

WASHINGTON  --  Assistant  Interior  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs  Kevin  Gover 
told  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  on  Friday  that  an  "outsider 
strategy"  still  is  needed  to  put  pressure  on  Washington  for  Indian  needs. 

Gover,  who  was  an  Albuquerque  lawyer  before  being  named  to  the  post  that 
oversees  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  said  his  "insider"  role  is  enhanced 
by  a powerful  Indian  lobbying  punch. 

"I  would  encourage  you  at  all  times  to  remember  that  even  as  we  become 
more  and  more  insiders  in  the  system,  it  is  extremely  important  that  we 
pursue  an  outsider  strategy  as  well,"  Gover  said. 

He  added  that  it  is  important  that  "when  we  are  being  done  wrong,  even  by 
our  friends,  that  we  do  not  go  quietly  and  simply  accept  what  is  going  on. 

Gover  said  that  working  on  budgets  convinced  him  of  the  limited  power 


any  single  federal  official  has  in  connection  with  federal  dollars.  The 
budget  process  has  taught  him  to  appreciate  how  a strong,  well-organized 
interest  group  can  boost  its  chance  of  getting  lawmakers  to  meet  its 
needs,  he  said. 

"We  inside  operate  under  very  severe  limitations,"  he  said.  "When  you 
take  one  of  these  jobs  in  essence  you  agree  that  you're  going  to  play  by 
certain  rules.  And  one  of  those  rules  is  that  when  you  lose  you  accept 
the  defeat. 

"...  . That's  the  dilemma  that  Indian  federal  officials  have  to  live 
with,"  Gover  said.  "On  the  other  hand,  you  don't  have  to  live  with  it." 

While  the  2001  budget  for  the  BIA  is  $330  million  above  the  previous 
year  --  for  more  than  a 12  percent  increase  --  Gover  acknowledged  that  the 
proposal  comes  after  seven  years  when  most  non-Indian  government  programs 
grew  at  faster  rates  than  those  dedicated  to  America's  tribes. 

"There's  no  question,  and  this  is  no  surprise  to  any  of  you,  federal 
spending  continued  to  grow  at  a rate  much  faster  than  it  has  in  Indian 
country,"  he  said. 

"This  may  be  the  first  year  that  both  BIA  and  IHS  (Indian  Health 
Service)  will  propose  budget  increases  that  are  larger  than  for  the  rest 
of  the  government.  We  should  not  be  pleased,"  he  said. 
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BIA  official  here  defends  agency's  accounting 
By  LORNA  THACKERAY 
Of  The  Gazette  Staff 

Bill  Benjamin,  deputy  area  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
cringes  every  time  he  hears  another  tirade  about  his  employer's  inability 
to  keep  track  of  money  owed  to  individual  Indians  and  tribes. 

At  least  in  the  Billings  BIA  Area,  which  covers  six  Montana  reservations 
and  Wind  River  in  Wyoming,  the  records  are  clean  and,  except  for  glitches 
that  are  inevitable  for  any  institution  of  its  size  and  responsibilities, 
the  job  is  being  done  well,  he  says.  He  said  the  agency  does  the  work  of 
a bank,  a county  clerk  and  recorder  and  a title  office  with  a budget  that 
would  astonish  any  of  the  three.  BIA  funding  pales  even  in  comparison  to 
other  government  agencies,  Benjamin  said. 

"We're  up  against  a terrible,  terrible  lack  of  funding,"  he  said.  "BIA 
gets  a fourth  or  less  of  what  BLM  (Bureau  of  Land  Management)  gets  to  take 
care  of  an  acre  of  land." 

He's  not  the  only  one  who  feels  that  way. 

"Inadequate  funding,  that's  the  problem  we've  had  all  along,"  agrees  his 
boss,  Billings  BIA  Area  Director  Keith  Beartusk.  He  quoted  a recent  study 
showing  that  BIA  gets  $17.53  to  provide  services  for  each  tribal  member, 
while  $96.47  is  spent  for  each  citizen  of  Palau,  an  island  territory  in 
the  Pacific. 

One  of  BIA's  principal  functions  is  to  keep  track  of  who  owns  what  on 
the  reservations  and  to  make  sure  that  income  from  those  lands  is 
distributed  to  everyone  who  has  interest  in  the  property.  It's  an 
incredible  task  by  any  standard  - a mess  spawned  more  than  100  years  ago 
when  Congress  passed  various  allotment  acts  aimed  at  dividing  reservation 
lands  among  tribal  members. 

As  a result,  millions  of  acres  passed  from  Indian  ownership.  On  some 
reservations  in  Montana,  for  example,  half  the  land  within  their 
boundaries  is  owned  by  non-Indians. 

It  is  the  part  that  is  still  in  Indian  hands  that  the  BIA  tries  to 
manage,  and  because  of  heirship  rules,  much  of  that  land  has  been  rendered 


useless  to  its  owners.  As  the  original  allottees  died,  most  without  wills, 
the  land  was  divided  among  his  or  her  heirs.  Through  generations  of 
"fractionation"  among  heirs,  small  parcels  of  land  may  be  owned  by 
hundreds  of  tribal  members.  Income  to  those  owners  may  be  a fraction  of  a 
cent . 

Last  spring,  BIA  officials  told  The  Gazette  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to 
see  interests  as  small  as  1/500,000.  On  Wednesday,  Benjamin  said  BIA 
realty  specialists  showed  him  one  account  where  a tribal  member  had  an 
interest  of  1/860,000  in  a piece  of  land.  When  that  tribal  member  dies, 
his  infinitesimally  small  ownership  interest  will  be  divided  again, 
possibly  among  many  heirs.  And  the  BIA  must  keep  track  of  it  all. 

A lawsuit  raging  in  Washington,  D.C.,  ignited  a firestorm  of  bad 
publicity  for  the  agency,  much  of  which  Beartusk  and  Benjamin  say  is 
unfair  and  inaccurate.  The  lawsuit  charges  that  BIA  has  failed  to  provide 
accurate  account  balances  for  300,000  individual  Indian  accounts  and  1, 

600  tribal  accounts.  It  alleges  that  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  are 
unaccounted  for. 

In  response,  the  Billings  BIA  Area  was  selected  a year  ago  as  the  pilot 
program  for  a new  computer  system  aimed  at  resolving  problems  tracking 
land  ownership  and  income  from  those  lands.  The  Billings  office  had  hoped 
to  be  up  and  running  with  the  new  automated  record  system  last  fall.  It 
didn't  happen. 

"I  don't  think  anybody  had  any  idea  of  how  complicated  it  would  be,  not 
even  the  contractor  designing  the  system,"  Benjamin  said.  "There  is  no  way 
with  something  as  complicated  as  this  we  could  have  anticipated  every 
little  task  that  it  would  need  to  do.  We  basically  had  to  go  through  a 
redesign  to  fit  BIA  needs." 

Driven  by  the  lawsuit,  the  BIA  was  forced  to  do  too  much  in  too  short  a 
time,  he  said.  Deadlines  set  by  the  court  were  "unrealistic,"  Benjamin 
said,  adding  that  BLM  worked  on  its  computer  system  for  10  years,  while 
BIA  was  expected  to  do  the  same  thing  in  less  than  a year. 

Conversion  of  data  has  been  part  of  the  problem.  The  last  time  BIA  had  a 
computer  update  was  in  the  1970s,  Beartusk  said.  The  25-year  computer 
system  doesn't  speak  the  same  language  as  the  new  system.  Eventually,  BIA 
decided  to  split  the  land  title  program  from  the  realty  program,  which 
tracks  income  from  the  lands.  The  title  program  is  coming  together  well, 
according  to  Beartusk. 

"We're  close  enough  to  see  that  the  light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel  is 
very  bright,"  he  said. 

Once  the  title  program  is  running  to  the  BIA's  satisfaction,  the  agency 
will  focus  on  the  realty  program.  In  the  meantime,  it  will  keep  operating 
the  old  computer  system  side-by-side  with  the  new.  Beartusk  said  the 
system  will  probably  always  require  some  tinkering,  especially  as  it  is 
implemented  by  other  area  offices  with  other  needs. 

Even  as  the  new  system  is  being  implemented,  Benjamin  said  BIA  is 
continuing  to  track  land  records  and  pay  tribal  members  with  interests  in 
those  lands. 

"I  think  our  people  at  the  agencies  are  carrying  a workload  way  beyond 
what  other  federal  agencies  carry,  and  they  are  doing  a tremendous  job  of 
it,"  he  said.  "That's  the  only  way  we're  keeping  out  head  above  water." 

Lorna  Thackeray  can  be  reached  at  657-1314  or  at 
lthackeray@billingsgazette.com 
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Gorton  must  go,  tribes  say 

Indians  launch  soft-money  campaign  to  oust  senator 
By  MATT  KELLEY  Associated  Press 

WASHINGTON  --  American  Indian  tribes , plagued  by  poverty  and  vastly 
outnumbered  by  non-Indians,  in  the  past  have  had  little  political  muscle  to 
flex  against  elected  officials  they  disliked. 

Now  that  a few  tribes  earn  big  money  with  successful  casinos  and  other 
ventures,  Indian  leaders  are  increasingly  taking  their  political  agenda 
into  the  21st  century  realm  of  attack  ads,  Web  sites  and  soft  money. 

The  tribes'  top  target  in  2000:  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash. 

Indian  leaders  have  set  up  a group  called  the  First  Americans  Education 
Project  with  the  goal  of  raising  at  least  $1  million  in  "soft  money"  -- 
unregulated,  unreported  and  unlimited  political  donations  --  to  run 
television  ads  attacking  Gorton  as  an  enemy  of  tribes. 

At  a National  Congress  of  American  Indians  meeting  last  month,  NCAI 
President  Susan  Masten  and  Vice  President  Ron  Allen  urged  tribes  to  donate 
to  the  anti-Gorton  campaign. 

"There's  no  limit  to  the  amount  of  money  you  can  contribute  to  bring  Slade 
Gorton  down,"  said  Allen,  chairman  of  the  Hamestown  S'Klallam  tribe  near 
Sequim.  He  also  reminded  tribal  leaders  that  "no  one  can  know"  who  donated 
to  the  fund. 

Gorton  seems  unruffled  at  the  prospect  of  attack  ads  funded  by  tribes, 
although  his  campaign  mailed  a fund-raising  letter  last  year  saying  "Indian 
tribes  flush  with  gambling  dollars"  were  willing  to  "spend  whatever  it  takes 
to  defeat  him. " 

"I  am  firmly  of  the  belief  that  we  cannot  constitutionally  limit  the 
amount  of  money  groups  can  raise  for  campaigns,  and  what's  sauce  for  the 
goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander,"  Gorton  said  in  an  interview  Thursday.  "They 
have  a constitutional  right  to  do  that." 

Tulalip  Tribes  Vice  Chairman  Stanley  Hones  said  Saturday  that  his  tribe 
would  likely  spend  money  to  try  to  defeat  Gorton,  though  Hones  did  not 
commit  to  giving  to  the  First  Americans  Education  Project. 

"He  (Gorton)  has  been  anti-tribe  even  before  the  gambling  came  in.  He's 
totally  against  Indian  programs;  health  programs.  All  the  tribes  are  united 
against  him,"  Hones  said. 

The  anti-Gorton  effort  is  part  of  a broader  increase  in  tribal  political 
activity  in  the  past  decade.  Tribal  campaign  donations  quickly  expanded  in 
the  1990s  after  a 1987  Supreme  Court  decision  held  that  tribes  could  offer 
gambling  on  reservations  in  states  with  other  forms  of  legalized  betting. 

The  ascent  was  most  striking  in  California,  where  tribes  spent  more  than 
$66  million  in  1998  in  a successful  fight  for  a ballot  measure  expanding 
reservation  gambling  there.  Tribes  also  were  among  the  biggest  donors  to 
California  legislative  races  in  1998,  with  three  giving  $1  million  or  more. 
Courts  later  struck  down  the  1998  casino  initiative,  and  California  tribes 
raised  $20.7  million  to  support  the  ballot  measure  passed  Tuesday  to  allow 
similar  casino  pacts  negotiated  with  Gov.  Gray  Davis. 

Tribes'  political  efforts  also  cut  across  party  lines.  Tribes  gave  nearly 
$110,000  in  soft  money  to  national  Republican  Party  organizations  in  1999 
and  more  than  $95,000  to  Democratic  Party  groups,  according  to  figures  from 
the  Center  for  Responsive  Politics. 

Several  tribal  leaders  involved  in  the  anti-Gorton  campaign  are 
Republicans  who  supported  GOP  presidential  candidate  Hohn  McCain.  Allen 
co-chairs  the  Arizona  senator's  outreach  committee  to  Indians,  for  example. 
"I'm  a Republican.  This  guy  (Gorton)  is  a Republican,  and  it's  hard  for  me 
to  say  this,  but  ...  we're  going  to  get  a good  Democrat  in  there,"  Allen 
said  at  the  NCAI  meeting. 

Indian  leaders'  animosity  to  Gorton  dates  at  least  to  the  1970s,  when  as 
Washington  state  attorney  general  he  squared  off  against  tribes  in  several 
court  cases,  including  one  in  which  courts  upheld  Indians'  treaty  rights  to 
catch  salmon. 

In  the  Senate,  Gorton  has  drawn  tribes'  ire  for  repeatedly  trying  to  make 
tribal  governments  subject  to  lawsuits  and  restructure  the  federal  funding 
system  for  tribes.  Indian  leaders  say  Gorton  misunderstands  tribes'  unique 
rights  as  separate  governments  and  would  expose  tribes  to  financially 


ruinous  lawsuits. 

"We're  governments.  Why  should  someone  be  able  to  wipe  us  out?"  said  Doe 
DeLaCruz,  former  chairman  of  the  Quinault  tribe  on  the  Olympic  Peninsula. 
Gorton  said  he  does  not  want  to  wipe  out  tribal  governments.  As  chairman  of 
the  Senate  subcommittee  overseeing  Indian  spending,  Gorton  said  he  has 
supported  increased  funding  for  Indian  programs  such  as  health  care, 
education  and  law  enforcement. 

But  Gorton  said  non-Indians  who  have  disputes  with  tribes  --  such  as  over 
tribal  taxes,  hunting  and  fishing  rights  or  reservation  land  use  --  have  no 
way  to  make  tribes  negotiate  settlements  to  those  disputes.  He  cites 
conflicts  in  Washington  over  the  Muckleshoot  tribe's  plans  to  build  an 
amphitheater  on  their  reservation  outside  Seattle,  the  Makah  tribe's  hunting 
of  a gray  whale  under  their  treaty  with  the  federal  government  and  the 
Yakima  Nation's  attempts  to  tax  alcohol  sold  by  non-Indian  businesses  on 
their  reservation. 

"I  believe  firmly  that  Indians  should  have  the  complete  and  total  right 
to  govern  their  own  affairs,"  Gorton  said.  "I  don't  believe  they  should 
have  the  right  to  govern  the  affairs  of  others  who  are  not  members  of  their 
tribe . " 

While  some  Indians  have  questioned  whether  such  a frontal  attack  on 
Gorton  could  backfire  if  Gorton  wins  in  November,  DeLaCruz  dismissed  those 
concerns . 

"We've  had  to  spend  a lot  of  money  (lobbying)  to  get  his  bills  killed," 
DeLaCruz  said.  "What  more  can  he  do  to  us?" 

Herald  Writer  Karl  Schweizer  contributed  to  this  report. 

Copyright  c.  2000  The  Daily  Herald  Co.,  Everett,  Wash. 
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Sub j : Update  on  Buffalo  Slaughter/Boycott  Montana 

This  was  just  forwarded  by  Tom  Beno,  you  may  already  be  on  his  list,  but  if 
you  aren't,  please  cut  and  paste  this  letter  to  send  to  as  many  newspapers, 
20/20,  60  Minutes,  your  choice  for  presidential  candidates,  your  U.S. 

Congress  and  local  radio  stations.  We  can  and  will  make  a difference  if  we 
keep  the  pressure  on!!!  Please  pass  this  and  post  it  everywhere  you  can.  I 
also  recommend  sending  it  to  wildlife  magazines  and  public  television  in 
your  area.  Make  sure  they  understand  that  we  are  asking  for  a total  BOYCOTT 
of  MONTANA  until  this  STOPS!!  Renee  Still  Day 

This  article  is  dated  March  20,  1998.  Although  there  have  been  some  updates 
(such  as  the  CUT  property  acquisition  announced  in  Sept. '99)  not  much  else  ha 
changed.  The  author  no  longer  resides  in  Gardiner  - I'm  trying  to  reach  her. 
TB 


The  Yellowstone  Bison  - Cattle  Conflict 
by  Virginia  Ravndal,  Wildlife  Ecologist 

There  are  about  1.3  billion  cattle  on  Earth.  They  take  up  almost  one 
fourth  of  the  landmass  of  the  planet.  There  are  approximately  250,000 
North  American  Bison  on  Earth.  Most  of  these  are  ranched  bison  confined 
behind  fences. 

Yellowstone  bison  are  one  of  only  3 bison  herds  in  the  lower  48  not 
confined  by  fences.  They  have  roamed  freely  for  longer  than  any  others. 

Yellowstone  Park  bison  have  lived  with  the  disease,  brucellosis,  for  80 
years.  The  disease  has  no  effect  on  the  population. 

No  bison  have  died  from  the  disease,  but  several  thousand  bison  have 
been  killed  because  of  it. 

Although  it  is  theoretically  possible  for  Yellowstone  bison  to  transmit 
the  disease  to  cattle,  in  the  many  decades  these  bison  have  lived  with  the 
disease,  they  have  never  done  so. 

Cattle  and  bison  have  co-mingled  in  Grand  Teton  National  Park  for  40 
years.  Cattle  are  allowed  to  graze  inside  that  park.  A greater  percent  of 
those  bison  test  positive  for  the  disease  compared  to  Yellowstone  bison. 


Dust  as  in  Yellowstone,  they  have  never  transmitted  the  disease  to  cattle. 

These  long-term  case  studies  suggest  the  risk  that  bison  will  give  the 
disease  to  cattle  is  extremely  small.  Dr.  Nicoletti,  a well-known 
authority  on  the  disease,  states,  "Perhaps  few  situations  in  life  are 
risk-free,  but  this  one  seems  near."  In  the  highly  unlikely  event  that 
cattle  were  to  contract  the  disease  from  bison,  straightforward  measures 
could  be  taken  to  address  an  outbreak. 

It  would  be  much  more  cost-effective  to  deal  with  isolated  outbreaks  of 
the  disease  in  cattle  than  to  eradicate  the  disease  from  all  organisms 
that  carry  it,  including  bison,  elk,  deer,  moose,  coyotes,  bears,  etc... 

Given  this  reality,  people  have  questioned  whether  the  killing  of  more 
than  1,000  Yellowstone  bison  in  1996/97  was  motivated  by  science  or 
politics . 

Notwithstanding  the  concerns  of  people  across  the  nation,  1,084 
Yellowstone  bison,  or  1/3  of  the  oldest  free-roaming  herd,  were  killed  in 
1996/97  on  the  insistence  of  the  State  of  Montana. 

Montana's  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  directed  the  slaughter  of 
Yellowstone  National  Park  bison.  That  department  has  no  expertise  in 
wildlife.  It  is  charged  with  promoting  Montana's  livestock  industry. 

Bison  bulls  and  calves  cannot  transmit  brucellosis.  Yet,  almost  one 
third  (341)  of  all  the  bison  killed  last  year  were  bulls.  146  calves  were 
shot  or  sent  to  slaughter. 

There  are  25  times  more  elk  than  bison  in  the  Yellowstone  ecosystem.  Elk 
also  have  the  disease.  Unlike  bison,  elk  have  reportedly  transmitted  the 
disease  to  livestock  (there  are  six  cases).  Although  bison  continue  to  be 
slaughtered,  elk  are  ignored.  Elk  hunting  is  a major  money  earner  for 
Montana,  earning  the  State  $11  million/year  from  sale  of  licenses  and 
permits  alone. 

Many  people  believe  that  bison  are  being  killed  not  because  of  disease, 
but  because  they  are  perceived  as  a threat  by  the  cattle  industry.  Sheep 
were  once  also  considered  a threat  by  the  cattle  industry.  53,000  sheep 
were  killed  during  the  cattle/sheep  wars. 

Largely  unaware  of  the  senseless  nature  of  the  slaughter,  taxpayers  are 
now  paying  to  kill  the  animal  Americans  struggled  to  save  only  100  years 
ago. 

Montana's  livestock  department  sold  the  carcasses  of  the  bison  killed, 
advertising  them  as  "Property  of  the  Department  of  Livestock."  They  kept 
all  proceeds  ($185,763  in  1997).  They  donated  carcasses  when  they  could 
not  make  money  from  selling  them.  Many  tribes  consider  the  killing 
disrespectful  and  several  have  refused  to  accept  the  carcasses. 

The  effect  of  brucellosis  on  beef  cattle  is  minor.  If  cattle  contract 
the  disease,  they  typically  abort  one  calf,  after  which  they  tend  to  birth 
normally.  Cows  abort  for  many  reasons,  including  eating  too  many  pine 
needles . 

Even  though  a vaccine  for  cattle  is  available,  Montana  does  not  advocate 
mandatory  vaccination  of  cattle  against  brucellosis.  To  protect  cattle 
from  the  disease,  only  female  calves  would  have  to  be  vaccinated,  once  in 
their  life.  The  cost  would  be  $6/cow.  Oddly,  although  Montana  claims  any 
threat  of  brucellosis  is  "too  great',  it  does  not  insist  that  ranchers 
vaccinate  against  the  disease.  Instead,  Montana  demands  that  non-ranching 
taxpayers  pay  to  " protect'  cattle  by  killing  bison. 

Almost  20%  of  Montana  is  owned  by  farm  and  ranch  corporations.  A mere 
10%  of  the  cattle  operations  in  Montana  own  50%  of  all  the  cattle  in  the 
State.  The  livestock  industry  is  a powerful  lobby  in  the  State  even  though 
Montana  has  less  than  3%  of  all  cattle  in  the  country,  and  only  1%  of  the 
total  cattle  operations  in  the  country. 

Not  all  ranchers  agree  with  the  extremist  approach  adopted  by  Montana. 
Many  do  not  consider  brucellosis  a threat  to  their  cattle. 

Many  people  are  outraged  that  Montana  insists  on  killing  the  nation's 
natural  heritage  in  the  name  of  protecting  livestock,  livestock  that  are 
being  grazed  by  large-scale  landowners  with  heavy  subsidies  on  publicly 
managed  land  designated  as  wildlife  habitat.  The  public  demand  to  cancel 
these  subsidies  may  grow  as  people  become  more  aware  of  what  is  happening. 

Yellowstone  Park  is  high  country.  Some  bison  leave  the  Park  in  winter  to 
move  to  lower  lands.  Many  bison  were  shot  last  winter  when  they  moved  onto 


lowland  they  traditionally  used  during  severe  winters  - land  now  owned  by 
a religious  cult,  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant  (CUT).  The  Church 
moved  from  California  to  what  is  the  most  intact  ecosystem  left  in  the 
continental  United  States.  They  have  constructed  huge  bomb  shelters  on 
this  land.  They  have  not  welcomed  the  original  inhabitants,  bison,  on  the 
land.  The  Church  decided  to  graze  hundreds  of  cattle  on  its  land  during 
the  height  of  the  bison-cattle  conflict. 

More  bison  have  been  killed  on  land  owned  by  the  Church  than  anywhere 
else.  This  land  forms  part  of  a U.S.  Forest  Service  livestock  grazing 
allotment,  the  "Park'  allotment.  The  priority  use  of  this  land  according 
to  the  Forest  Plan  is  for  wildlife. 

The  public  is  increasingly  questioning  whether  the  Forest  Service  is 
doing  an  adequate  job  at  managing  this  land,  i.e.,  the  "Park"  grazing 
allotment,  for  its  intended  purpose,  wildlife.  The  Forest  Service  alone  is 
responsible  for  managing  livestock  grazing  on  this  land  - on  both  the 
Church's  private  land,  as  well  as  the  public  lands  within  the  allotment. 
The  government  could,  therefore,  modify  the  livestock  grazing  permit  to 
reduce  conflicts  between  wildlife  and  livestock  on  this  land,  or  they 
could  terminate  the  permit,  recognizing  that  livestock  grazing  is  not 
compatible  with  the  primary  designated  land  use.  They  have  taken  no  action 

Because  of  the  cult's  silent  endorsement  of  the  slaughter  of  bison  on 
land  where  they  graze  cattle  at  highly  subsidized  rates,  some  taxpayers 
have  objected  to  subsidizing  "the  Church"  --  the  largest  private  landowner 
in  the  area.  Currently,  the  cult  is  permitted  to  graze  cows  on  public 
lands  at  91%  less  than  the  going  rate  on  private  lands.  (It  costs  $1.35  to 
graze  cows  on  National  Forest  lands  compared  to  $15  for  a cow/calf  "unit" 
per  month  on  private  lands  in  the  area.) 

Compensating  landowners  for  losses  attributed  to  bison  (such  as  broken 
fences)  would  be  much  more  reasonable  and  cost-effective  than  the  current 
scheme. 

The  social  and  cultural  concerns  of  traditional  Native  Americans,  some 
of  whom  consider  the  buffalo  sacred,  have  been  ignored.  Tribal  nations 
have  passed  resolutions  calling  for  the  killing  to  stop.  Thus  far  they 
have  been  ignored.  Native  peoples  gathered  to  pray  for  the  buffalo  on  the 
Park  boundary.  During  the  ceremony,  and  within  earshot  of  those  praying, 
Montana  killed  bison. 

Because  Montana  cattle  are  free  of  the  disease,  the  federal  agency  in 
charge  of  animal  disease  control,  APHIS,  has  designated  Montana  as  a " 
brucellosis-free"  state.  Contrary  to  popular  belief,  the  mere  existence  of 
brucellosis  in  a wildlife,  not  domestic,  animal,  is  not  sufficient  cause 
for  APHIS  to  downgrade  a state's  brucellosis  status.  There  must  be  an 
outbreak  of  brucellosis  in  either  cattle  or  other  domestic  livestock 
before  APHIS  could  downgrade  a state.  Thus,  infected  bison  (which  are 
wildlife,  not  livestock)  do  not  pose  a threat  to  the  brucellosis  status  of 
the  State. 

Because  Montana  is  designated  as  brucellosis-free  by  the  federal 
government,  some  people  question  whether  it  is  legal  for  other  states  to 
impose  sanctions  on  Montana  cattle  as  some  have.  Oddly,  Montana  has  not 
challenged  these  states,  but  has  instead  used  the  threats  to  justify  the 
continued  killing  of  bison. 

State  Veterinarians  may  pose  the  biggest  threat  in  the  brucellosis 
conflict.  Individual  states  can  threaten  the  livestock  industries  of  other 
sometimes  competing,  states  by  restricting  the  import  of  cattle  from 
states  classified  by  APHIS  as  brucellosis-free.  No  scientific 
justification  is  required  from  the  State  Vets  who  impose  such  sanctions. 
Many  people  believe  the  powers  of  State  Veterinarians  should  be  limited  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  abuse  of  their  powers. 

Numerous  State  Veterinarians  wrote  letters  to  Montana  threatening  to 
restrict  the  import  of  Montana  cattle  into  their  states.  These  letters 
were  all  sent  within  the  brief  period  of  nine  days,  all  covered  the  same 
points,  often  in  the  same  order.  Some  have  questioned  whether  this  was 
mere  coincidence,  or  an  orchestrated  campaign  to  have  states  threaten  to 
boycott  Montana  cattle  in  order  to  justify  the  continued  killing  of  bison. 
Others  have  challenged  the  logic  of  asking  non-ranching  taxpayers  to  incur 
costs  of  expensive  actions  to  address  threats  when  the  livestock  industry 


is  apparently  threatening  itself. 

A risk  assessment  to  determine  the  risk  that  bison  would  transmit 
brucellosis  to  cattle  in  the  Yellowstone  area  has  never  been  done.  This  is 
normal  procedure  in  cases  where  costly  actions  to  avert  risk  are 
considered.  Such  an  assessment  promotes  wise  use  of  tax  monies. 

Montana  has  yet  to  adopt  the  modern  concept  of  determining 
scientifically-based  acceptable  levels  of  risk,  and  continues  instead  to 
insist  on  the  antiquated  "zero  risk  approach"  regardless  of  whether  it  is 
cost-effective  or  not. 

Millions  of  buffalo  were  slaughtered  in  the  1800 's  in  attempts  to 
subjugate  Indian  people.  Today,  little  more  than  one  hundred  years  after 
the  first  massacre,  buffalo  are  once  again  the  target,  and,  just  as  before 
the  reason  for  the  slaughter  is  political. 

The  plan  for  killing  Yellowstone  bison  is  still  in  place  today,  March  20 
1998. 

The  facts  suggest  that  something  other  than  a disease  is  the  real  issue. 
What  is  the  livestock  industry  really  worried  about?  Does  this  struggling 
industry  feel  threatened?  Is  that  why  they  are  killing  bison?  Do  they  feel 
threatened  by  the  disease,  or  by  the  bison? 

The  many  years  over  which  no  transmission  of  the  disease  has  occurred, 
and  the  surveillance  system  in  place,  attest  to  the  risk  being  extremely 
small.  This  suggests  the  consequences  are  not  likely  to  occur.  Even  if  the 
risk  that  bison  would  transmit  brucellosis  to  cattle  was  much  greater  than 
it  is,  the  potential  consequence,  i.e,  downgrading  of  the  State's 
brucellosis  status,  does  not  warrant  the  radical  approach  that  has  been 
adopted  by  Montana,  and  could  be  avoided  altogether  by  taking  some  simple 
and  cost-effective  measures. 

The  bison  slaughter  is  unnecessary  for  disease  management  purposes,  but 
many  believe  bison  are  being  killed  for  a different  purpose,  i.e.,  to  show 
that  the  West  still  belongs  to  cattle  and  to  cattlemen,  and  that  buffalo 
and  the  movement  for  a more  ecological  approach  to  land  use  have  no  place 
there.  Perhaps  this  violent  and  explicit  demonstration  will  prove  to  be 
wrong.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  West  cannot  be  shared  by  both  cattle  and 
bison  unless  people  are  forced  to  choose  between  the  two.  In  this  case, 
those  who  wage  war  on  bison  may  well  lose  the  war  they  wage  on  the  West. 
Will  the  livestock  industry  allow  a few  wild  bison  to  share  the  range  with 
the  99.5  million  cows  in  this  country,  or  will  Americans  be  forced  to 
choose  between  preserving  the  symbol  of  wildness  or  producing  more  cows. 
Virginia  Ravndal,  Wildlife  Ecologist 
P.0.  Box  364,  Gardiner,  MT  59030 
chttp : //www. wild roc kies . org/PlanB/overview. html> 


Two  (more)  years,  no  change. 

Buffalo  Slaughter  - Boycott  Montana  until  it  Stops 

"RE : Carnage  in  Montana"  — 

Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  20:47:19  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : CARNAGE  in  MONTANA 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  TatankaWarrior@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 

HELP  STOP  MONTANA'S  SLAUGHTER  OF 
YELLOWSTONE'S  BUFFALO  HERD... 

THE  LAST  WILD  BUFFALO  HERD  LEFT  IN  AMERICA 

IF  YOU  DON'T  HELP  ~ WHO  WILL? 

Suggested  solutions  to  this  problem: 

* Buffalo  should  be  managed  by  wildlife  agencies  employing 
contemporary  wildlife  management  techniques  with  full  public 
involvement  and  in  conjunction  with  Native  American  tribes. 


* Cattle  vaccination  would  protect  livestock  far  more  effectively 
than,  and  at  a fraction  of  the  cost  of,  the  current  war  against 
the  buffalo. 

* 98%  of  the  lands  used  by  the  buffalo  outside  National  Park 
boundaries  are  our  National  Forest  lands.  The  Forest  Service 
should  close  grazing  allotments,  or  at  least  modifu  the  stocking 
dates  of  such  allotments  to  minimize  buffalo/cattle  overlap. 

* If  the  buffalo  herd  grows  beyond  a truly  science  based  carrying 
capacity  of  public  lands  adjacent  to  Yellowstone,  buffalo  could 

be  relocated  to  47  Native  American  tribes  who  want  to  re-establish 
wild  herds  on  tribal  lands.  Wild  buffalo  could  be  restored  on  public 
lands  suitable  for  their  recovery. 

* The  Department  of  Livestock  is  the  wrong  agency  to  control 

the  fate  of  these  magnificent  creatures.  Buffalo  are  not  cattle... 
they  are  not  ' livestock' ...  and  deserve  all  the  protections  that 
other  wild  species  receive.  All  decisions  affecting  the  buffalo 
should  place  emphasis  on  maintaining  wild,  free-ranging, 
self-sustaining  herds. 

* Under  no  circumstances  should  your  tax  dollars  be  wasted 
to  pay  for  the  capture  and  slaughter  of  Yellowstone  bison 
on  public  lands. 

***  And  remember: 

THERE  HAS  NOT  BEEN  ONE  DOCUMENTED  CASE  OF  BUFFALO  TRANSMITTING  BRUCELLOSIS 
TO  CATTLE  IN  THE  WILD.  IN  GRAND  TETON  NATIONAL  PARK,  BUFFALO  HAVE  CO-MINGLED 
WITH  VACCINATED  CATTLE  FOR  OVER  FORTY  YEARS  WITHOUT  ONE  SINGLE  BUFFALO 
TRANSMITTING  THE  DISEASE  TO  CATTLE. 

Use  your  voices,  your  pens,  your  computers  to  tell  our  government 
officials  you  will  not  stand  for  Montana  to  slaughter  even  one  more 
wild  buffalo! 


suggested  list  to  contact: 

Mike  Dombeck,  Chief  of  Forest  Service 
Auditor's  Building 

201  14th  Street  S.W.  & Independence  Ave.  S.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20024 

phone:  (202)  205-1661 

e-mail : Mike . Dombeck/wo@f s . fed .us 


Dan  Glickman,  Secretary  of  Argriculture 
200A  Whitten  Bldg. 

1400  Independence  Ave.  S.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20246 
phone:  (202)  720-3631 

fax:  (202)  720-2166 


Pres.  William  Clinton 

e-mail:  president@whitehouse.gov 

Vice  President  Gore 
vice.president@whitehouse.gov 

The  White  House 

1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 

Washington,  D.C.  20500 

phone:  (202)  456-1414 

fax:  (202)  456-2461 


Bruce  Babbit,  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
1849  C Street  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20240 
phone:  (202)  208-7351 

e-mail:  exsec@ios.doi.gov 


Robert  Stanton,  Director 


National  Park  Service 
1849  C Street  N.W. 
Washington,  D.C.  20240 
e-mail:  dir@nps.gov 


^MONTANA  FOLKS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  KILLING:* 
Montana  Department  of  Livestock 
Box  # 202201 
Helena,  Montana  59620 

(the  D.O.L.'s  acting  director  is  Marc  Bridges) 
Phone  from  Montana  at  (800)  523-3162  ext.  3 
phone  from  out  of  state  at  (406)  444-2023 


Governor  Marc  Racicot 

State  Capitol 

Helena,  Montana  59620 

phone:  (406)  444-3111 

(within  Montana  phone:  (800)  332-2272) 

fax:  (406)  444-4151 


Montana  Tourism  Development  & Promotion  Division 

Travel  Bureau  of  Montana 

Matthew  Cohn,  Director 

phone  FREE:  (800)  847-4868 

e-mail:  matthew@travel.mt.gov 

(Would  YOU  spend  your  money  in  a state  with  such  politics?) 


Suggested  sites: 

Overview 

http : //www. wild roc kies . org/PlanB/overview. html 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
http : //www .wild roc kies . org/buffalo/ 

Video  Archive 
http : //www. winter count . org 

Buffalo  Rescue 

http : //woptura . com/ res cue . html 
Environment  News  Service: 

Yellowstone  Buffalo  Not  Allowed  to  Roam 

http: //ens . lycos . com/ens/feb2000/2000L-02-09-07. html 

WON'T  YOU  PLEASE  HELP? 

IF  YOU  DON'T,  WHO  WILL? 

PLEASE  contact  us. 

e-mail:  BuffaloWarrior@aol . com 

"RE : A Warrior's  Journey"  

Date:  Fri,  3 Mar  2000  11:52:28  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  03-03-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

A warrior's  journey 

White  Earth  member's  spirituality  offers  him  solace  from  ailment 
By  David  Knutson 
c.  Herald 

MOORHEAD  --  While  the  cause  of  his  illness  is  in  dispute,  the  effects  on 
the  former  Navy  veteran  are  not.  His  face  is  pallid  and  his  clothes  hang 
loosely  from  a gaunt  body  sitting  in  a motorized  wheelchair.  The  white 


blood  cells  in  Kevin  Shore's  body  are  slowly  destroying  the  cartilage 
between  his  joints.  The  32-year-old  can  no  longer  make  a fist.  The 
cartilage  in  his  hips  also  has  deteriorated . 

Since  his  illness  began  in  1992,  Shores  has  lost  about  70  pounds.  Years 
of  living  with  his  disease  haven't  lessened  the  steely  resolve  in  his 
voice  or  quenched  his  passion  when  he  talks  about  bringing  attention  to 
his  ailment,  which  he  believes  to  be  the  so-called  Gulf  War  syndrome. 

"Nindoogitchidaa, " he  says  firmly,  before  translating  the  Ojibwe  phrase 
into  English:  "I  am  a warrior."  Gulf  War  syndrome  is  a term  used  to 
describe  symptoms  --  such  as  chronic  fatigue  and  muscle  and  joint  pain  -- 
that  many  veterans  of  the  Gulf  War  developed  after  the  Desert  Storm 
campaign.  Shores,  and  numerous  other  veterans  who  were  not  in  the  war, 
also  have  reported  developing  such  symptoms  in  recent  years.  Serving  in 
the  Gulf  An  enrolled  member  of  White  Earth  Band  of  Ojibwe,  Shores  grew 
up  in  St.  Paul.  He  played  football  in  high  school  and  was  captain  of  the 
swimming  team.  After  graduating  in  1985,  he  enlisted  in  the  Navy.  He 
worked  as  a radio  operator  aboard  the  USS  Fox.  His  ship  patrolled  the 
Persian  Gulf  during  the  Iran-Iraq  war  in  1987,  serving  as  an  escort  for 
oil  tankers  in  the  region.  His  73  days  in  the  Gulf  were  tense.  Shores 
said.  "It  was  a total  combat  situation,"  he  said.  Iraqi  planes  and  gun 
boats  often  played  "cat  and  dog"  with  his  ship,  coming  near  in  a show  of 
force  and  then  retreating.  During  his  service.  Shores  received  numerous 
vaccinations  from  the  military.  He  and  others  believe  the  key  to  Gulf  War 
syndrome  may  be  linked  to  those  vaccinations.  "You  didn't  know  what  they 
were  giving  you,"  Shores  said  of  the  vaccinations  he  received. 

"In  the  military,  they  teach  you  not  to  question.  You  just  do  it." 

Though  initially  the  illness  was  believed  to  be  connected  with  the  war, 
numerous  veterans  who  never  served  in  the  Middle  East  also  have  complained 
of  symptoms  similar  to  those  with  the  Gulf  War  symptoms.  Onset  of  the 
illness  After  returning  to  the  United  States,  Shores  attended  cosmetology 
school  and  worked  as  a hair  stylist  for  several  years  in  the  Twin  Cities. 

He  first  noticed  his  health  was  deteriorating  in  1992.  He  began 
experiencing  the  symptoms  that  plague  him  to  this  day  --  awaking  at  night 
sweating,  suffering  nausea  and  having  chronic  fatigue.  "I  do  remember  a 
traumatic  point,"  he  said.  His  hands  had  become  so  weak  he  could  no  longer 
put  on  his  own  clothing.  "I  couldn't  snap  my  pants,"  he  said.  "I  broke 
down  and  started  crying."  He  went  to  a Veterans  Administration  hospital 
in  the  Twin  Cities. 

But  doctors  were  unable  to  diagnose  his  illness  at  first.  Later  they 
called  it  rheumatoid  arthritis.  "They  ran  all  these  tests  on  me,"  Shores 
said.  "They  said  it  was  like  an  arthritic  condition.  Everything  they  tried 
on  me  wasn't  successful."  'Defined  by  symptoms'  Gulf  War  syndrome 
currently  is  the  subject  of  a series  of  tests  the  VA  is  conducting  with 
Desert  Storm  veterans.  Cindy  DuBord,  a research  coordinator  at  the  Fargo 
Veterans  Administration,  said  the  tests  involve  area  veterans  of  the  war 
who  are  infected  with  mycoplasma.  Many  veterans  who  have  symptoms  of  Gulf 
War  syndrome  are  infected  with  mycoplasma,  a form  of  bacteria.  There  are 
two  parts  to  the  tests,  which  the  VA  is  conducting  around  the  country.  The 
first  involves  an  antibiotic  treatment.  The  second  consists  of  using 
cognitive  behavior  and  exercise  therapy  to  treat  the  conditions.  The 
tests  are  an  attempt  by  the  VA  to  better  understand  the  mysterious  ailment, 
DuBord  said. 

"It's  defined  by  the  symptoms  because  we  don't  know  what  is  causing  it," 
she  said.  Though  mycoplasma  --  which  Shores  has  tested  positive  for  -- 
may  be  connected  to  the  ailment,  DuBord  said  experts  believe  there  are 
multiple  causes  of  the  disease.  "There  is  a lot  going  on,"  she  said.  "We 
know  that  mycoplasma  is  probably  one  thing."  DuBord  said  that  while 
Shores  comes  to  the  Fargo  VA  for  care,  he  isn't  included  in  the  tests 
because  he  didn't  serve  during  the  actual  war.  In  1996  Kevin  Shores  heard 
speaker  Joyce  Riley  von  Kleist,  of  the  American  Gulf  War  Veterans 
Association,  talk  about  Gulf  War  syndrome.  He  saw  similarities  between 
his  illness  and  those  war  vets  suffering  from  the  Gulf  War  ailment.  He 
began  collecting  information  about  the  illness  and  government  reports  on 
the  matter.  He  tried  to  bring  attention  to  the  problem,  but  found  the 
media  and  politicians  to  be  less  than  receptive.  Spiritual  awakening 


While  the  illness  was  damaging  his  body.  Shores  said  he  also  was  suffering 
from  a growing  frustration  over  the  inaction  of  the  U.S.  government  to 
address  the  matter.  Though  he  was  raised  as  a Lutheran,  a trip  to  a 
sweat  lodge  sparked  an  interest  in  Native  American  spirituality.  A 
voracious  reader,  he  had  gone  through  many  books  on  the  subject.  But 
taking  part  in  traditional  ceremonies  made  them  real  to  Shores.  The 
experience  provided  him  with  solace  from  the  illness.  "The  anger  at  the 
whole  illness  was  killing  me  faster  than  the  illness,"  he  said. 

"I  was  able  to  let  it  go."  'Maker  of  great  noise'  As  part  his  cultural 
awakening.  Shores  also  received  a name  in  Ojibwe  from  a "name-catcher"  in 
the  cities.  Though  Native  Americans  are  reluctant  to  reveal  such  names  in 
their  own  language,  in  English  it  means  "Maker  of  great  noise."  His  new- 
found cultural  identity  also  prompted  him  to  return  to  White  Earth.  Last 
fall,  as  an  enrolled  member,  he  was  able  to  pick  out  his  own  land  at  White 
Earth.  One  day  he  and  a friend  followed  an  eagle  for  several  hours  by  car 
until  it  vanished  in  a heavily  forested  area.  He  chose  that  site  as  his 
own.  "I  was  a concrete  Indian,"  Shores  said  of  his  years  in  the  Twin 
Cities.  "(White  Earth)  is  practically  a different  world.  In  the  cities  we 
are  confined.  We  don't  really  have  a chance  to  see  Mother  Earth.  It's  all 
covered  with  buildings  and  streets."  May  journey  He  is  now  attending 
Moorhead  State  University,  where  he  is  studying  to  become  a teacher. 

Shores  hopes  eventually  to  teach  at  White  Earth.  He  also  remains 
outspoken  on  the  subject  of  Gulf  War  syndrome.  In  May  he  plans  to  travel 
in  his  motorized  wheelchair  220  miles  from  Moorhead  to  the  Capitol  in  St. 
Paul  as  a way  of  drawing  attention  to  the  government's  lack  of  information 
on  the  disease.  Though  his  first  choice  was  to  make  the  trip  along 
Interstate  94,  the  Minnesota  Department  of  Transportation  wasn't  eager  for 
him  to  be  on  such  a busy  roadway.  He  is  now  thinking  about  taking  U.S. 
Highway  10,  which  offers  less  traffic  but  more  small  towns  where  he  can 
share  his  story.  Shores  asks  that  those  suffering  from  similar  symptoms 
contact  him  via  e-mail  at  nindoogitchidaa@aol.com. 

"RE : Maine  Might  Purge  Squaw  Names"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Mar  2000  10:08:40  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  03-05-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Maine  Might  Purge  Squaw  Names 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  GLENN  ADAMS 
3/4/2000 

BIG  SQUAW  TOWNSHIP,  Maine  (AP)  - In  Maine's  rugged  hill  country  lies 
frozen  Squaw  Pond.  There's  also  Big  Squaw  Mountain,  Squaw  Bay,  and  Big  and 
Little  Squaw  townships. 

The  names,  once  known  primarily  to  hunters,  fishermen  and  hikers,  are 
now  attracting  attention  from  the  Legislature,  as  a group  of  lawmakers  who 
say  "squaw"  denigrates  women  push  to  purge  it  from  the  state  map. 

"I  can  say  with  99  percent  certainty,  if  you  are  a native  woman  and  live 
on  a reservation,  you  have  heard  the  word  and  felt  the  sting  and  pain," 
said  Donna  Loring,  the  Penobscot  Nation's  representative  to  the 
Legislature . 

Lawmakers  in  Minnesota  and  Montana  already  have  adopted  similar  laws 
removing  "squaw"  from  public  site  names.  In  Colorado,  even  the  endangered 
squawfish  was  targeted  by  Indian  activists  and  renamed  the  Colorado 
pikeminnow. 

Maine  lawmakers  are  expected  to  vote  soon  on  the  bill  to  expunge  "squaw" 
from  all  public  land  features  and  geographic  locations  on  the  advice  of  a 
nine-member  commission  on  Indian  affairs.  Private  properties,  such  as  the 
Squaw  Mountain  Ski  Resort,  would  be  exempt. 

Rep.  Donald  Soctomah,  the  Passamaquoddy  Tribe's  representative  and 


sponsor  of  the  bill,  is  confident  it  will  pass.  It  has  already  won  a 
committee  endorsement  and  could  come  up  for  floor  debate  this  week,  he 
said . 

But  folks  who  live  in  Big  Squaw  Township,  a scenic  area  just  off 
Moosehead  Lake,  are  wondering  why  there  is  so  much  fuss  over  a simple  name 
and  why  it's  stirring  up  people  in  the  State  House,  100  miles  south  in 
Augusta . 

"What's  exasperating  to  a lot  of  people  is  that  it's  an  issue  at  all," 
said  Everett  Parker,  executive  director  of  the  Moosehead  Historical 
Society. 

He  said  he  has  done  his  own  research  on  the  origins  of  the  word  "squaw," 
and  he  doesn't  have  a problem  with  it. 

"I  have  one-sixteenth  Passamaquoddy  blood  myself,  and  I have  never  found 
anything  derogatory  about  the  word,"  Parker  said.  "If  there  is,  or  was,  a 
negative  connotation,  why  wasn't  it  brought  out  before?" 

At  a hearing  in  Augusta  last  month,  local  opponents  handed  lawmakers 
petitions  signed  by  300  people  from  the  Moosehead  area  who  want  to  keep 
the  squaw  names.  Some  opponents  contend  that  changing  names  long 
associated  with  the  region  could  confuse  tourists,  whose  dollars  fuel  the 
local  economy. 

"A  lot  of  people  say,  'After  all  these  years  why  is  somebody  putting  up 
a stink?'  Dust  leave  it  alone,"  Sandy  Lyford  said  as  she  worked  behind  the 
counter  in  lamo's  Pizza. 

Loring  said  the  issue  is  just  now  being  raised  because  Indians  felt  in 
the  past  that  their  complaints  would  be  ignored. 

"For  many,  many  years,  natives  have  felt  they  don't  have  the  power  to 
speak  (about  it)  and  if  they  did,  no  one  would  listen,"  she  said. 

If  the  bill  passes,  about  two-dozen  places  would  have  to  be  renamed. 

Such  action  is  not  new  in  Maine.  About  10  of  the  state's  brooks,  islands 
and  hills  in  incorporated  a derogatory  word  for  blacks  until  the 
Legislature  banned  the  use  on  geographic  locations  in  1977. 

If  nothing  else,  the  latest  proposal  has  sparked  a dialogue  between 
Indians  and  non-Indians,  while  prompting  discussions  across  Maine  about  an 
issue  of  importance  to  Indians,  said  Soctomah. 

"Lots  of  people  didn't  know  (squaw)  was  derogatory  until  all  this  came 
out  in  the  press,"  said  Kirk  Hamilton,  a ski  patrol  member  at  Big  Squaw 
Mountain . 

Squaw  is  not  the  only  word  Indians  are  concerned  about  in  Maine.  At 
least  one  activist  has  targeted  school  mascots  like  the  Wiscasset  Redskins 
the  Skowhegan  Indians  and  the  Nokomis  Warriors. 

American  Indian  groups  nationwide  have  protested  sports  mascots  and  team 
nicknames  connected  to  their  heritage,  including  the  Atlanta  Braves  and 
Washington  Redskins. 

Madeleine  "Maddy"  Burnam  of  Greenville,  who  is  half  Indian,  told  the 
Moosehead  Messenger  newspaper  she  interprets  "squaw"  to  mean  a woman  of 
ill  repute,  but  she  said  the  name  Squaw  Mountain  is  "so  familiar,  it  seems 
really  silly  to  rename  it." 

"It'll  always  be  Big  Squaw  Mountain  and  Little  Squaw  Mountain  to  the 
local  folks,"  said  Parker. 
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HOUSE  VOTES  TO  EASE  FEDERAL  RULES  ON  TRIBAL  CONTRACTS 
by  Eileen  Simpson 
c.  CQ  MONITOR 
Feb.  29,  2000 

In  a move  to  lessen  federal  oversight  over  certain  Indian  tribe 


transactions,  the  House  acted  quickly  Tuesday  on  two  measures. 

The  first  bill  (S  613),  which  cleared  on  a 406-2  vote,  would  amend 
current  law  requiring  Indian  tribes  to  seek  federal  approval  before 
entering  into  certain  land  development  contracts.  Under  the  legislation, 
tribes  would  give  the  secretary  of  Interior  90  days  to  review  certain 
proposed  contracts. 

If  the  government  took  no  action,  the  tribe  could  proceed  with  the 
project.  The  two  "no"  votes  were  cast  by  Helen  Chenoweth-Hage,  R-Idaho, 
and  Ted  Strickland,  D-Ohio. 

"This  is  the  basic  guideline  that  Congress  is  going  through  --  granting 
more  self-governance  to  native  Indian  nations,"  said  Rep.  Eni  F.H. 
Faleomavaega,  D-Am.  Samoa.  "It  just  lessens  the  bureaucracy  that  goes  on 
within  the  BIA  [Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs]."  The  bill  goes  to  the  president 
for  his  signature. 

The  measure  would  not  affect  contracts  lasting  seven  years  or  longer.  In 
addition,  the  Interior  secretary  would  have  180  days  after  enactment  to 
issue  regulations  identifying  the  types  of  land  agreements  or  contracts 
covered  by  the  bill. 

The  legislation  also  would  eliminate  any  requirement  for  federal  review 
of  contracts  between  Indian  tribes  and  attorneys. 

While  the  bill  received  bipartisan  support,  Faleomavaega,  the  bill's 
Democratic  manager,  stressed  that  no  provisions  in  it  should  detract  from= 
a tribe's  right  to  sovereign  immunity.  He  also  questioned  the  bill's= 

20  inclusion  of  native  Alaskans  in  its  definition  of  Indian  tribes. 

The  second  bill  (HR  2484),  passed  by  voice  vote,  would  allow  the  lower 
Sioux  Indian  community  in  Minnesota  to  lease  or  sell  land  it  owns  without 
further  congressional  approval.  The  bill  would  not  apply  to  land  held  in 
trust  by  the  federal  government. 

"The  lower  Sioux  community  has  found  this  law  to  be  a major  detriment  to 
economic  development,"  said  Rep.  Donald  L.  Sherwood,  R-Pa.  The  bill 
would  allow  the  tribe  "to  use  land  just  like  any  other  landowner." 
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30B  OPPORTUNITIES 
The  Organization: 

Waseskun  incorporated  in  1988  is  a non-profit,  non-political  Aboriginal 
organzation.  We  are  expanding  our  programs  and  services  because  of  new 
agreements  we  will  be  signing  with  the  government.  This  means  we  will 
be  doubling  our  staff  over  the  next  two  (2)  years,  and  are  presently 
working  towards  this  objective.  It  runs  a number  of  programs/services, 
including: 

Aboriginal  Healing  Lodge: 

Nestled  in  the  foothills  of  the  Laurentian  mountains,  this  is  a 40  bed 
Aboriginal  healing  lodge  for  men.  The  residents  (First  Nations,  Inuit 
and  Metis)  are  serving  alternative  sentences,  on  a conditional  release 
or  sent  directly  from  the  communities.  Accomodations  are  available  for 
Elders  & staff  coming  in  from  other  areas.  This  deals  with  the 
immediate  concern  about  where  people  will  live  or  the  worry  of  renting 
an  apartment  right  away.  There  is  a separate  building  for  this  purpose, 
and  soon  we  will  rent  a building  away  from  the  healing  lodge.  Waseskun 
Healing  Lodge  provides  a (w)holistic  environment  for  everyone  involved 
in  the  intensive  program. 

Community  Training  and  Intervention: 

Waseskun  contracts  with  communities  to  provide  training  in  intervention 
and  prevention  in  areas  of  sexual  abuse  and  violence,  mainly  in  the 
schools.  We  are  developing  the  Waseskun  Training  & Development  Center 


for  intensive  personal  and  professional  development,  in  addition  to 
going  into  the  communities. 

Waseskun  Network: 

We  have  developed  communication  capability,  using  the  internet,  to 
connect  communities  together  to  discuss  healing  practices  and  follow-up 
in  training  areas. 

Spiritual  Gathering: 

Waseskun  organizes  annual  spiritual  gatherings  to  connect  with  our 
Elders,  the  communities  and  others  in  our  spirituality.  These  are 
generally  on  the  second  week-end  of  Dune  each  year. 

Our  Philosophy: 

We  understand  healing  as  an  individual  process  within  a community 
context.  This  is  an  on-going  process  that  needs  to  involve  the 
communities  to  be  truly  successful.  We  believe  that  staff  must  have  a 
certain  level  of  wellness  before  they  can  help  others,  and  we  ask  all 
new  staff  to  work  with  our  Elders.  Waseskun  provides  opportunities  for 
its  staff  to  work  on  their  own  wellness  in  conjunction  with  helping 
others . 

Positions  Available: 

* Program  Facilitator 

* Counsellor 

* Evening  Animator 

* Cook 

* Secretary 

* Office  Manager 

Salary:  Negotiable,  depending  on  education  and  experience. 

Status  of  Positions:  Full-time,  permanent,  following  a one  year 

probation  period. 

Tasks  & Responsibilities: 

- Participate  in  training  and  personal  development  sessions 

- Participate  in  or  facilitate  traditional  and  intensive  programs 

- Participate  in  ceremonies,  feasts,  etc. 

- Participate  in  community  and  staff  circles 

- Preparation  of  treatment  plans,  reports,  etc. 

- Participation  in  required  duties 

Qualifications : 

- Must  have  experience  and  education  in  related  areas 

- Must  believe  in  a (w)holistic  healing  philosophy 

- Must  be  willing  to  work  flexible  hours 

- Must  have  an  extensive  knowledge  of  Aboriginal  community  life 

- These  positions  are  open  equally  to  men  & women 

Hiring  Process: 

There  is  a process  in  place  that  involves  a number  of  interviews  over  a 
two  (2)  day  period.  We  request  that  each  person  hired  participate  in  a 
process  of  training  and  preparation,  and  work  in  a fully  integrated 


Applications : 

Deadlines  are  open.  We  reserve  the  right  to  cut  off  applicants  as  the 
positions  are  filled.  Waseskun  will  not  respond  in  writing  to  all 
applicants.  We  encourage  people  to  apply  early,  and  to  include  their 
letters  of  reference.  It  is  our  policy  to  check  people's  references. 

Send  Cvs  to:  Waseskun,  P.0.  Box  1059,  Kahnawake,  Quebec  D0L  1B0 

Fax:  514-344-7246 

http://www.waseskun.net 
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I thought  the  following  might  be  of  interest  to  you. 

Who  is  Indian 

"Our  people  don't  come  in  parts."  Thus  a contemporary  elder  answers  all 
those  who  attempt  to  fragment  the  Indian  people  or  divide  an  Indian 
person.  He  may  as  well  have  uttered  the  logical  proposition:  No  Indian 
is  a part  person.  His  remark  echoes  the  ageold  Indian  response  to  the 
white  man,  "We  are  people."  When  the  Micmac  encountered  a landing  party 
of  Frenchmen  in  the  fifteenth  century,  the  Indians  did  not  say, "My  name 
is  Hiawatha,"  or  "We  are  part  of  the  Micmac  tribe";  they  replied  in  the 
plural,  and  in  one  voice  said,  "We  are  who  we  are."  In  Indian  sign  talk, 
they  used  the  word  "geh-nu." 

We  can  make  a long  list  of  what  being  Indian  is  not.  Manifestly,  it  is 
not  belonging  to  a tribe,  carrying  an  Indian  card,  being  a fullblood,  or 
having  red  skin.  Some  Indians  do  not  belong  to  a tribe,  carry  an  Indian 
card,  are  not  fullblood,  do  not  have  red  skin,  on  and  on.  What  necessary 
quality  it  is  that  all  persons  share  who  rightfully  claim  to  be  true 
heirs  and  upholders  of  the  unique  culture  that  developed  in  North  and 
South  America  before  contact  with  white  Europeans.  It  is  geh-nu. 

At  first,  the  question  who  is  Indian  had  a military  significance.  It  was 
raised  and  answered  by  Spanish,  French  and  English  conquerors. 

Precontact  Indians  had  little  occasion  to  even  formulate  the  question. 

Even  today  most  definitions  of  Indian  are  debated  and  proposed  by 
non-Indians,  not  by  Indians  themselves. 

For  the  Americans,  it  usually  became,  "Who  is  a hostile  Indian?"  That 
this  was  an  even  more  difficult  question  is  shown  by  all  the  instances 
of  friendly  fire.  The  so-called  "praying  Indians"  were  massacred  and 
sometimes  even  white  folks  were  mistakenly  killed  by  their  fellow 
colonists . 

Notice  the  underlying  argument  in  "The  only  good  Indian  is  a dead 
Indian" : 

All  dead  Indians  are  good  Indians. 

(You  are  not  dead . ) 

(You  are  not  a good  Indian.) 

In  logical  terms,  this  is  an  AEE-1  argument.  Its  major  premise,  "All 
dead  Indians  are  good  Indians,"  is  the  only  part  of  the  syllogism  that 
is  expressed.  The  minor  premise  and  conclusion  are  only  implied  (shown 
by  parentheses).  Is  it  valid?  No.  It  has  an  illicit  major  term,  "good 
Indian."  In  technical  language,  this  term  is  not  distributed.  "All  dead 
Indians  are  good  Indians"  is  not  the  same  as  "All  good  Indians  are  dead 
Indians."  The  former  proposition  speaks  in  a universal  way  only  of  "dead 
Indians,"  and  the  conclusion  attempts  to  state  a universal  truth  about 
"good  Indians." 

Another  favorite  white  syllogism  revolves  around  some  common  Indian 
characteristic--high  cheekbones,  red  skin,  big  noses  and  the  like.  This 
is  presented  as  a universal  quality,  as  in: 

All  Indians  are  extinct,  or  fullblood,  or  look  like  Sitting  Bull 
You  are  not  extinct,  fullblood  or  do  not  look  like  Sitting  Bull 
Therefore,  you  are  not  an  Indian. 

This  argument  (AEE-2,  or  AOO-2)  is  valid  but  not  persuasive.  Its  premise 
"All  Indians  are..."  is  not  a probable  or  likely  generalization,  for  it 
is  contradicted  by  the  statement  "Some  Indians  are  not  extinct, 
fullblood,  or  do  not  look  like  Sitting  Bull." 

According  to  the  U.S.  Federal  Code,  Indians  today  are  persons  descended 
from  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  the  Americas  who  are,  at  the  same 


time,  recognized  as  members  of  their  community.*  Furthermore,  a special 
category  exists  for  descendants  of  those  groups  which  signed  treaties 
with  the  U.S.  government  ("reservation  Indians,"  "Federally  recognized," 
"card-carrying  Indians"  with  a CDIB--certified  degree  of  Indian  blood). 
According  to  this  definition,  a person  who  is  a descendant  but  not  a 
member  of  an  existing  community  is  not  an  Indian,  at  least  in  the  eyes 
of  U.S.  law.  Likewise,  many  Indians  are  not  recognized  by  non-Indians 
(those  who  write  treaties)  as  Indian. 

Before  attempting  an  Indian-based  definition,  let  us  consider  whether 
it  is  possible  to  become  an  Indian.  One  can  become  a Christian  (by 
conversion),  a U.S.  citizen  (by  naturalization),  a BMW  owner  (by 
purchase).  Can  a non-Indian  wake  up  one  day  to  discover  he  has  been 
turned  into  an  Indian?  Is  being  Indian  sometimes  a matter  of  choice?  If 
this  were  so,  we  would  expect  a gradual  process--and  degrees--of  being 
Indian.  Nothing  can  be  created  from  nothing;  all  things  have  their 
seeds.  Conversely,  all  things  change,  die  and  go  out  of  existence.  It 
must  also  be  true  that  if  you  can  become  an  Indian  you  can  cease  to  be 
an  Indian. 

In  short,  can  you  be  Indian  and  non-Indian  at  the  same  time,  in  one 
lifetime,  or  are  the  two  qualities  as  opposite  and  contradictory  as  they 
would  appear  to  be  on  the  face  of  it? 

Traditional  knowledge  has  it  that  each  newborn  Indian  receives  a spirit 
shortly  after  birth--in  many  traditions,  on  the  fourth  day  of  life.  The 
fact  that  some  tribes  like  the  Yuchi  distinguish  four  ancestral  spirits 
in  each  person  does  not  change  the  fundamental  principle.  Spirit 
determines  your  identity  and  gives  you  existence.  Infants  dying  before 
the  fourth  day  were  not  considered  to  be  completely  born,  and  their 
deaths  were  not  mourned  in  the  same  way.  Adoptees  had  to  die,  give  up 
their  old  spirit  and  be  born  again. 

If  you  are  a male  baby  you  receive  a male  spirit,  often  that  of  a 
grandfather  or  uncle.  Girl  babies  get  the  spirits  of  deceased  female 
relatives.  In  extremely  rare  cases  in  the  memory  of  the  tribe,  something 
"went  wrong."  A male  spirit  entered  a female  body  or  vice  versa.  Female 
warriors,  loin  cloths  and  all,  were  occasionally  reported  among  the 
fallen  in  Indian  battles,  and  the  womanish  man  or  clown  who  does 
everything  backward  is  a familiar,  if  rare,  figure  in  most  tribes.  These 
anomalies  were  regarded  with  an  awe  reserved  for  the  sacred  and  most 
mysterious  of  all  beings,  like  serpents  that  flew  in  the  air  or  panthers 
that  lived  underwater. 

The  case  of  the  famous  half  Cherokee  Beloved  Woman,  Nancy  Ward, 
illustrates  that  an  Indian  could  receive  a non-Indian  spirit.  She  is 
remembered  for  all  the  baffling  ways  in  which  she  helped  the  white 
settlers,  as  well  as  for  introducing  the  pig  and  the  cow  into  native 
life.  Despite  the  fact  that  she  sat  on  the  war  council  of  the  nation, 
she  once  warned  the  soldiers  at  the  white  fort  before  a surprise  attack. 
The  American  armies  repeatedly  spared  the  Cherokee  capital  Echota 
because  that  was  where  Nancy  Ward  lived.  And  yet  she  continued  to  hold 
the  highest  honor  among  the  Cherokee.  Why?  Because  she  was  an  anomaly. 

Had  she  not  begun  her  career  by  picking  up  her  slain  husband's  bloody 
tomahawk  and  raising  the  war  cry? 

Spirit  cannot  be  and  not-be  at  the  same  time.  Coming  from  Great  Spirit, 
or  All-That-Is,  it  is  deathless  and  eternal.  All-That-Is  does  not  have 
an  opposite.  It  is  everything.  In  logical  terms,  its  complement  is 
Everything-That-Is-Not . By  the  same  reasoning,  you  cannot  be  and  not  be 
Indian,  nor  can  you  be  Indian  and  non-Indian.  If  you  get  an  Indian 
spirit  you  are  Indian,  and  if  you  get  a non-Indian  spirit  you  are 
non-Indian.  You  cannot  become  an  Indian.  You  are  either  Indian  or 
non-Indian.  Indians  are,  quite  simply,  spirit. 

Because  no  true  Indian  is  part  Indian,  it  follows  that  "weekend  Indians 
are  not  true  Indians.  Anyone  who  is  a part-time  Indian  is  only  part 
Indian.  The  same  could  be  said  of  those  who  claim  to  be  one-fourth 
Indian,  or  one-eighth  or  even  three-quarters . No  part  Indian  is  an 
Indian . 

The  Indian  concept  of  geh-nu  may  be  equated  with  the  English  word 
"sovereignty,"  a quality  that  is  characteristic,  exclusive  and 


distinctive  for  a people.  We  can  translate  it  as  "Indianness"  or 
"Indian  sovereignty."  Nobody  can  serve  two  masters.  Whatever  is 
uppermost  is  single  in  nature.  Accordingly, 

No  one  can  cherish  two  sovereignties  at  once. 

You  must  cherish  Indian  sovereignty  or  another  sovereignty. 

No  cherisher  of  Indian  sovereignty  is  a cherisher  of  another  sovereignty 
No  cherisher  of  another  sovereignty  is  a cherisher  of  Indian  sovereignty 
Some  people,  despite  claiming  to  be  Indian,  cherish  another  sovereignty. 

Some  people  do  not  cherish  Indian  sovereignty. 

All  Indians  cherish  Indian  sovereignty  (geh-nu). 

No  cherishers  of  another  sovereignty  are  Indian. 

Or,  by  extension: 

No  Indian  fails  to  cherish  Indian  sovereignty. 

No  challenger  of  Indian  sovereignty  is  a cherisher  of  Indian  sovereignty 
No  one  refusing  Indian  sovereignty  is  a cherisher  of  Indian  sovereignty. 
No  challenger  of  Indian  sovereignty  is  an  Indian. 

In  the  end,  the  necessary  condition  for  sovereignty  resides  in  another 
concept  which  cannot  well  be  understood  by  the  non-Indian:  honor,  or 
ja-nah--literally,  "desire,  celebration  of  the  life-vibration, 
spirit-wave."  Many  years  ago,  when  I undertook  learning  medicine  ways 
from  one  of  the  keepers  of  our  traditions,  my  teacher  had  me  write  the 
following  words  in  my  notebook,  saying  they  distilled  the  lessons  of  a 
lifetime.  His  teacher  before  him,  and  his  teacher  before  that,  on  and 
on,  had  insisted  on  this  motto: 

Our  grandfathers  have  taught  us  always  to  remember  that  a life  without 
honor  is  not  life. 

How  simple  and  profound! 

"RE : Harvest  of  Death"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  09:11:29  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Harvest  of  Death 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

[from  Wolf  Morris  via  AIM_AUTONOMOUS_PA@onelist.com] 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Harvest  of  Death 

by  Ion  Lurie,  Lakota  Student  Alliance 
Thursday,  March  9,  2000 

It  was  just  another  late-September  high  school  football  game  in  Rapid 
City.  The  Pine  Ridge  Thorpes  had  traveled  over  a hundred  miles  from 
their  reservation  to  take  on  St.  Thomas  More  Academy.  The  stadium  in 
which  they  played  was  nestled  against  the  looming  Black  Hills,  the 
sacred  land  of  the  Lakota,  of  whom  the  Pine  Ridge  people  are  one  of 
seven  tribes. 

Both  the  proximity  of  the  hills  and  the  challenge  of  playing  a city 
team  gave  the  game  a special  meaning  for  the  Thorpes.  Some  of  the 
players  were  unusually  nervous  before  the  game,  so  it  was 
understandable  when  one  of  the  Thorpes  jumped  off-sides  and  tackled 
the  enemy  quarterback.  Some  of  the  fans  were  upset  with  the  play  and 
began  to  boo. 

When  the  local  quarterback  didn't  immediately  get  to  his  feet,  the 
anger  of  many  of  the  white  spectators  flashed  and  the  content  of  their 
shouts  became  increasingly  racial.  As  the  quarterback  was  tended  by 
team  trainers  the  stadium  reverberated  with  the  crowd's  rabid  chanting 
of,  "SAV-A-GES,  SAV-A-GES!"  Fearing  for  their  lives.  Pine  Ridge 
players,  coaches,  cheerleaders,  and  fans  retreated  to  the  locker  room. 
They  were  loaded  onto  buses  under  heavy  security  and  whisked  from  the 
city.  The  only  event  of  the  evening  that  surprised  the  Pine  Ridgers 


was  that  their  team  was  awarded  a victory  rather  than  a forfeit. 

"The  officials  cheat  us  out  of  every  game  our  teams  play  against  white 
teams/'  said  Pine  Ridge  radio  personality  Earlene  Rooks,  who  does  a 
weekly  show  on  reservation  station  KILI.  "It's  sad,  but  our  teams  are 
never  allowed  to  make  it  out  of  the  district."  Last  winter  there  was 
outrage  on  Pine  Ridge  when  less  Heart,  perhaps  the  best  high  school 
basketball  player  in  South  Dakota,  was  ejected  from  a playoff  game 
after  being  called  for  four  fouls  in  the  opening  minutes  of  a contest 
against  Custer  High. 

Rooks  said  the  flight  of  the  Pine  Ridge  football  team  from  St.  Thomas 
More's  stadium  barely  merits  notice.  "That  was  a normal  game  in  Rapid 
City."  There  is  so  much  anti-Indian  racism  in  South  Dakota,  Rooks 
said,  that  this  type  of  incident  quickly  fades  into  the  backdrop. 

Also  barely  meriting  notice  - at  least  by  Rapid  City  officials  - are 
the  dead  bodies  turning  up  in  Rapid  Creek.  In  the  past  17  months  eight 
bodies,  six  of  them  Lakota,  have  been  pulled  from  the  shallow  stream 
that  runs  through  the  heart  of  South  Dakota's  second  largest  city.  The 
deaths  have  inspired  fear  in  Rapid  City's  sizable  Native  community, 
whose  members  are  overwhelmingly  convinced  they  are  the  result  of 
murder.  Rapid  City  Police  have  sealed  reports  pertaining  to  the  creek 
deaths,  and  say  they  are  satisfied,  for  the  time  being,  to  label  these 
deaths  non-homicides. 

Captain  Tieszen  of  the  Rapid  City  Police  insists  law  enforcement 
officials  are  doing  all  they  can.  "We  are  investigating  and  haven't 
determined  the  causes.  There  is  no  credible  evidence  of  homicide.  The 
obvious  connection  that  the  cases  have  to  each  other  is  that  they  were 
found  in  Rapid  Creek  in  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  in  the  same  ballpark 
of  time.  They  had  no  signs  of  trauma  that  might  have  caused  their 
deaths.  All  but  one  were  highly  intoxicated.  In  many  of  these  cases  we 
have  very  little  to  go  on.  Some  of  the  bodies  were  found  quite  some 
time  after  their  deaths.  There  was  no  crime  scene,  per  se,  since  most 
of  the  bodies  drifted  downstream  from  where  they  died." 

On  average  there  are  one  or  two  bodies  found  in  the  creek  each  year, 
Tieszen  said.  Keith  lanis,  a local  Native  activist  and  American  Indian 
Movement  member,  said  the  Lakota  people  have  no  trust  in  police  and 
are  conducting  an  investigation  of  their  own.  "We've  found  things 
police  don't  know  about.  Many  of  us  feel  the  police  are  playing  a 
role.  The  police  say  they're  baffled.  That's  how  it  is  with  law 
enforcement  in  South  Dakota.  Their  solution  is  to  let  us  solve  our  own 
problems,  and  that's  what  we're  going  to  do,"  he  said. 

In  response  to  what  they  say  is  a lack  of  police  protection  for  Indian 
people,  lanis  and  about  a dozen  others  formed  Citizens  Action  Patrol, 
a group  that  monitors  the  creek  nearly  twenty-four  hours  a day.  They 
say  the  patrol  is  a matter  a "national  security." 

"The  police  are  trying  to  say  these  victims  drowned,  but  they  were  all 
found  the  same  way  - head  and  shoulders  in  the  water  and  in  such  close 
proximity  - their  theory  just  doesn't  add  up,"  said  lanis.  "The 
family  of  one  of  the  victims,  Timothy  Blue  Bear,  said  he  was  found 
naked  with  rope  burns  around  his  neck  and  cigarette  burns  all  over  his 
body.  The  police  said  he  was  found  highly  intoxicated.  But  everybody 
knew  he  wasn't  a drinker.  He  was  a singer  at  sundances.  He  had  just 
come  from  a sundance  when  they  found  him  dead  in  the  creek." 

"There  are  a million  rumors  in  this  town  and  I think  I've  heard  every 
one  of  them,"  said  Tieszen.  "The  first  night  out  on  patrol  we  found 
one  man  in  the  bushes  by  the  tracks,"  said  lanis.  "It  was  snowing,  his 
clothes  were  wet,  and  he  was  freezing.  He  was  so  used  to  seeing  Indian 
men  abused  along  the  creek  that  he  thought  we  were  going  to  attack 
him.  "We  brought  him  to  our  base,  gave  him  coffee  and  dry  clothes, 
then  one  of  our  people  took  him  home  for  safety." 

"A  lot  of  people  are  telling  us  they've  been  brutalized  by  police  on 
bicycles  and  by  skinheads,"  said  Frank  Killsright,  a member  of  the 
patrol.  Killsright  said  he  has  been  committed  to  public  safety  along 
Rapid  Creek  since  his  brother,  Timothy  Red  Wolf,  50,  disappeared  three 
years  ago.  The  last  place  he  was  seen  was  Rapid  Creek.  "I'm  assuming 
he  was  a victim.  Soon  after  Tim  was  killed  the  rest  of  these  death 


began  occurring/'  he  said. 

Killsright  said  he  knows  of  16  deaths  that  have  occurred  along  Rapid 
Creek  since  1984,  and  he  believes  racist  skinheads  are  to  blame.  He 
formed  this  theory  after  he  and  two  friends  were  confronted  last 
year  on  a railroad  bridge  that  crosses  the  creek.  "There  were  six 
skinheads.  I had  two  other  guys  with  me.  We  defended  ourselves  but 
there  wasn't  much  we  could  do.  One  of  our  guys  was  thrown  off  the 
bridge  and  had  his  arm  broken.  The  fight  lasted  five  minutes.  My 
glasses  were  broken  and  I got  a fat  lip,  then  they  ran." 

Killsright  said  he  reported  the  incident  to  police  but  they  never 
responded.  "The  police  are  denying  white  supremacist  groups  exist 
here.  This  town  has  been  a magnet  for  white  supremacists  since  Custer 
first  came  looking  for  gold,"  Killsright  said. 

Rapid  City  Creek  has  always  been  Indian  Country.  Before  the  invasion 
of  European  settlers  in  the  late  1800s,  the  area  was  used  as  a 
seasonal  camp  by  the  Lakota.  The  area  remained  a Lakota  housing  area 
until,  on  Dune  9,  1922,  homes  along  the  creek  were  flooded  beyond 
repair  and  the  Indians  were  forced  to  move  to  higher  ground.  In 
the  late-fifties  the  area  became  a refugee  camp.  Tent  shelters 
provided  housing  for  Indians  displaced  by  floods  caused  by  the  newly 
dammed  Missouri  River. 

"It's  about  the  only  place  in  Rapid  City  where  our  people  feel  at 
home,"  says  Danis.  "I  think  who  ever  is  doing  the  killing  is  upset  to 
be  here  - on  Indian  land  - and  see  Indians,  on  our  land,  enjoying 
themselves  by  the  creek.  They  don't  like  being  reminded  that  this  is 
our  land." 

Danis  and  Killsright  complain  that  police  have  been  condescending  and 
evasive.  "They've  made  their  stand  and  we  don't  expect  them  to  change 
their  position." 

The  police  have  provided  the  Community  Action  Patrol  with  two  cell 
phones.  They  each  dial  only  one  number:  911.  "These  cell  phones  are 
useless.  What  makes  them  think  I have  trust  built  up  to  the  point 
that  I can  expect  they'll  respond?"  wonders  Danis.  According  to 
American  Indian  Movement  sources  there  have  been  120  unsolved  murders 
of  Indian  people  in  South  Dakota  - 68  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation 
alone  - going  back  to  1970.  While  such  figures  inspire  a nearly 
unanimous  distrust  of  the  justice  system  by  members  of  the  Lakota 
Nation,  recent  events  around  the  state  have  made  matters  even  worse. 

On  Dune  26,  1999,  over  one  thousand  men,  women,  and  children  marched 
on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  to  demand  justice  for  the  area's  two 
most  recent  murder  victims.  Wilson  Black  Elk,  jr.,  40,  and  Ronald  Hard 
Heart,  39,  were  found  dead  Dune  8 in  a culvert  lOmega  miles  south  of 
Pine  Ridge  Village  near  the  Nebraska  border. 

While  police  and  autopsy  reports  have  been  sealed  family  members  have 
been  allowed  to  see  them.  "Much  of  what  is  in  the  autopsy  reports  is 
confidential,  but  I will  say  who  ever  murdered  them  had  a lot  of 
hate,"  says  Pine  Ridge  AIM  member  Tom  Poor  Bear,  a brother  of  one  of 
the  victims. 

"They  were  chopped-up  pretty  bad  with  an  ax  or  hatchet.  Wally  was  a 
very  spiritual  person.  He  read  the  bible  a lot.  He  was  just  starting 
to  get  into  traditional  ways,  the  sundance  and  the  sweatlodge.  He 
touched  the  lives  of  many  kids.  Ron  worked  hard,  and  was  really 
humble,  really  quiet.  Ron  would  walk  away  from  a fight.  He  didn't 
believe  in  violence  but  was  killed  violently." 

Poor  Bear  and  his  brother  Webster  established  Camp  Dustice,  a protest 
encampment,  at  the  site  where  the  bodies  were  found.  They  have  vowed 
to  stay  at  the  site  until  the  killers  of  Black  Elk  and  Hard  Heart  are 
brought  to  justice. 

Poor  Bear  and  Camp  Dustice  supporters  say  the  FBI  and  local  law 
enforcement  agents  appear  to  be  involved  in  a cover-up.  Very  little 
information  has  been  release  on  the  investigation  and,  they  say, 
there  seems  to  be  little  effort  going  into  finding  the  killers.  But 
FBI  Special  Agent  Mark  Vukolich,  who  is  working  on  the  case  out  of 
Rapid  City,  said  the  FBI  is  doing  everything  it  can  to  find  the 
killers.  "We've  offered  a reward  of  $20,000  for  information  leading  to 


a conviction.  We're  following  every  possible  lead.  I can't  say  when 
we'll  have  a suspect  in  custody,  but  we're  real  hopeful  it  will  be 
soon,"  Vukolich  said. 

It's  almost  certain  that  Black  Elk  and  Hard  Heart  were  killed  off- 
reservation  and  dumped  where  they  were  found.  Witnesses  say  there 
was  almost  no  blood  at  the  scene.  Sheridan  County  law  enforcement 
officials  are  viewed  by  many  Camp  Dustice  supporters  as  prime 
suspects . 

In  the  past  three  years  two  Lakota  prisoners  have  died  in  the  county 
jail,  one  hung  by  his  own  belt.  The  Sheriff  called  it  suicide. 

"Everyone  knows  when  you're  arrested  they  take  everything,  especially 
your  belt,"  said  Webster  Poor  Bear.  "The  other  prisoner  was  said  to 
have  died  falling  down  the  stairs.  But  other  inmates  saw  deputies  beat 
him  prior  to  him  being  found  dead." 

The  Sheridan  County  Sheriff's  office  has  repeatedly  denied  wrongdoing 
in  the  cases. 

"We  can  be  radical.  We  can  get  violent.  But  no  one  here  thinks  that 
way.  We  don't  want  revenge,  just  justice,"  said  Poor  Bear. 

Another  recent  murder  took  place  in  Mobridge,  a town  of  four  thousand 
that  sits  across  a dramatic  two-mile-wide  stretch  of  Missouri  River 
>from  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation.  Four  white  teens  were  charged  in 
the  death  of  Robert  "Boo"  Many  Horses,  a 22  year  old  Lakota  man  who 
suffered  from  fetal  alcohol  syndrome.  Many  Horses  was  found  Dune  30, 
face  down  in  an  alley  garbage  can  outside  a Mobridge  trailer  home. 

Layne  Gisi,  19,  of  Mobridge,  was  accused  of  putting  Many  Horses  in  the 
trash  can.  He  was  charged  with  first-  and  second-degree  manslaughter, 
aggravated  assault,  and  abuse  or  neglect  of  a disabled  adult.  Many 
Horses  suffered  from  Fetal  Alcohol  Syndrome.  Ryan  Goehring,  16,  Doy 
Lynn  Hahne,  18,  and  Dody  Larson,  19,  were  charged  with  being  an 
accessory  to  a crime  and  not  reporting  it. 

The  four  picked  up  Many  Horses  at  3:00  a.m.  as  he  walked  along  a 
Mobridge  street.  Lila  Martel,  Many  Horses'  foster-mother,  said  the 
teens  often  used  Boo  to  buy  them  alcohol.  Gisi  told  investigators  they 
drove  to  the  country  where  they  drank  and  listened  to  music  until 
about  4:30  a.m.  Gisi  shared  a bottle  of  whiskey  with  Many  Horses  until 
he  passed-out.  Gisi  said  he  tried  to  revive  Many  Horses  with  three  or 
four  slaps  to  the  face  then,  in  an  attempt  to  wake  him,  threw  him  in  a 
ditch.  The  four  then  put  Many  Horses  in  the  car  and  returned  to 
Mobridge  where  Gisi  stuffed  him  head-first  into  the  garbage  can.  They 
claim  to  have  placed  him  there  as  a joke.  An  autopsy  determined  Many 
Horses  died  of  alcohol  poisoning.  His  blood-alcohol  content  was  0.446, 
more  than  four  times  the  legal  limit  to  drive  in  South  Dakota.  But  on 
September  31,  Magistrate  Tony  Portra  dropped  all  charges  against  the 
four.  Native  activists  say  they  are  outrage  at  what  they  say  appears 
to  be  collusion  between  the  defense  and  prosecution.  Porta  told 
reporters  he  hoped  the  American  Indian  Community  would  not  view  the 
decision  as  "white  justice,  but  justiceAOne  can  only  hope  that  other 
people,  especially  young  persons,  will  learn  from  this  incident  and  be 
more  aware  of  the  ramifications  of  their  actions,"  Porta  said. 

"To  call  the  state  prosecutors  in  this  case  inept  is  putting  it 
nicely.  When  an  Indian  dies  they  don't  go  the  whole  nine  yards.  If 
they  did  someone  would  be  in  jail  right  now  instead  of  walking  free," 
said  Faith  Taken  Alive  of  the  Dustice  For  Boo  Committee. 

Taken  Alive,  who  lives  in  McLaughlin  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation 
where  Many  Horses  was  a tribal  member,  said  the  only  thing  this  case 
has  taught  young  white  people  is  that  they  can  get  away  with  murder, 
and  the  only  thing  it  has  taught  young  Indians  is  to  be  afraid.  "I 
have  children  and  grandchildren.  Can  I send  them  to  get  groceries  in 
Mobridge  and  expect  them  to  come  home  alive?" 

The  Dustice  for  Boo  Committee  formed  in  1995  as  Dustice  for  Candice 
(Rough  Surface),  another  area  victim  of  racist  violence.  Rough  Surface 
was  an  18  year  old  Lakota  girl  who  disappeared  without  trace  from  the 
Standing  Rock  Reservation  in  1980.  Her  remains  were  discovered  fifteen 
years  later  in  the  Cheyenne  River.  Shortly  thereafter  arrests  were 
made  when  a woman  came  forward  and  told  police  her  estranged  husband 


and  his  friend  were  the  killers.  The  two  white  men,  lames  Stroh  and 
Nick  Scherr,  were  convicted  but  given  what  many  in  the  Native 
community  saw  as  light  sentences.  Scherr,  the  trigger  man,  was  given 
thirty  years  but  could  be  freed  as  early  as  2010.  Stroh,  the 
accomplice,  could  be  released  in  2003.  Taken  Alive  and  her  committee 
don't  believe  Walworth  County  State's  Attorney  Dan  Todd  pursued  the 
charges  against  the  teens  with  enough  vigor.  Their  appeals  for  an 
investigation  of  the  county's  justice  system  have  produced  another 
disappointment.  David  Heller,  senior  supervisor  for  the  FBI  in  South 
Dakota,  said  the  FBI  has  agreed  to  come  in  to  look  at  the  possibility 
of  filing  civil  rights  charges  against  the  teens,  but  they  will  not 
investigate  Dan  Todd  or  the  Mobridge  Police  Department. 

"If  the  FBI  is  going  to  reopen  that  case  I just  hope  they  investigate 
and  prosecute  with  as  much  zeal  as  if  a white  person  had  been  killed," 
said  Taken  Alive.  "Hopefully  the  world  will  see  South  Dakota  for  what 
it  really  is  - the  shrine  of  hypocrisy."  On  October  14,  1999,  over  one 
hundred  people,  including  40  Native  American  youths,  gathered  outside 
the  Roberts  County  Courthouse  to  protest  yet  another.  Inside  the 
courthouse  the  confessed  killer  of  Justine  Red  Day  was  being  tried  not 
for  the  death,  but  for  driving  under  the  influence  of  alcohol.  Red 
Day,  a 21  year  old  Dakota,  was  walking  along  a highway  in  Roberts 
County  South  Dakota  near  the  Sisseton  Reservation  in  Northeast  South 
Dakota.  He  was  struck  by  white  motorist  Mark  Appel,  then  17.  According 
to  Shirley  Duggan  of  the  Dakota  Justice  Coalition,  Appel  was  unsure  of 
what  he  had  hit  so  he  backed  up  to  check  it  out.  Appel  again  ran  over 
Red  Day,  crushing  his  ribs.  With  help  from  his  five  passengers,  Appel 
put  Red  Day  in  the  back  of  his  pickup.  They  drove  the  still  living 
victim  for  what  may  have  been  several  hours  before  delivering  him  to 
the  Sisseton  Public  Health  Hospital,  where  he  died.  Appel  was 
sentenced  to  thirty  days  in  jail  and  a $330  fine. 

"$330!  That's  all  an  Indian  life  is  worth  in  South  Dakota?" 

Duggan  said  there's  a racist  conspiracy  operating  in  the  Roberts 
County  legal  system.  "We  have  different  sentencing  guideline  for 
Indians  and  non-Indians."  Last  summer  a Dakota  woman  named  Melanie 
Seaboy  collided  with  a white  motorist  in  an  intersection  while  he  was 
on  his  way  to  work.  Instead  of  being  charged  with  DUI,  as  was  Appel,  a 
non-Indian,  she  was  sentenced  to  fourteen  years  in  prison.  "I'm  afraid 
of  this  racist  town,"  said  Duggan.  "This  is  Mississippi  Burning  all 
over  again." 

The  state  of  insecurity  that  currently  exists  in  South  Dakota  has  been 
exacerbated  by  Governor  Bill  Janklow,  a self-proclaimed  Indian 
fighter  in  the  tradition  of  Custer.  In  the  early  1970s,  when  he  was 
attorney  general,  Janklow  began  making  inflammatory  remarks  that 
sparked  racial  tension  between  Indians  and  non-Indians.  "The  only  way 
to  deal  with  the  Indian  problem  in  South  Dakota  is  to  put  a gun  to  AIM 
leaders'  heads  and  pull  the  trigger,"  he  said  in  1974. 

"I  think  the  atmosphere  of  hate  might  fade  in  South  Dakota  if  they 
got  rid  of  Janklow,"  Dennis  Banks,  National  Field  Director  for  AIM, 
once  said.  But  getting  rid  of  the  four  term  governor  has  not  been 
easy.  His  anti-Indian  positions  have  made  him  extremely  popular  with 
many  of  the  state's  white  voters.  Janklow' s recent  actions  have 
reinforced  his  Indian-fighter  image. 

He  co-authored  the  Mitigation  Act,  a law  that  will  transfer  97,000 
acres  of  prime  Lakota  treaty  land  along  the  Missouri  River  to  the 
state  within  two  years.  Denying  the  existence  of  the  Yankton  Sioux 
Tribe,  Janklow  pushed  a suit  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  A ruling  was 
made  earlier  this  year  immediately  stripping  the  Yanktons  of  most  of 
their  reservation.  In  October,  he  discounted  the  findings  of  a 
government  sponsered  study  that  found  abuses  occurring  in  the  state's 
juvinile  boot  camp  program.  In  response,  Janklow  said  he  continues  to 
support  the  program,  questioned  the  study's  validity,  and  vowed  to 
seek  an  increase  in  funding  for  juvinile  boot  camps  - a majority  of 
inmates  in  which  are  Native  American. 

Janklow  has  been  silent  on  the  recent  spate  of  Indian  deaths.  Last 
month  he  used  the  authority  of  his  position  instead  to  threaten  to 


call  a special  session  of  the  legislator  so  that  a girl's  basketball 
team  could  go  to  an  out-of-state  tournament.  Webster  Poor  Bear  calls 
Governor  lanklow  an  ordinary  American.  "From  the  president  all  the  way 
down  the  common  laborer/'  he  said,  "once  you  scratch  the  surface,  they 
all  feel  the  same  way  about  [Native  Americans].  Even  the  intellectuals 
think  we're  beneath  them." 

Poor  Bear  is  a former  U.S.  Army  infantryman  who  returned  home  from 
Viet  Nam  in  1973  to  join  his  people  at  Wounded  nee,  where  he  fought 
against  the  United  States.  He  said  he  believes  the  effort  to  stopping 
racial  hatred  and  violence  in  South  Dakota  must  begin  in  the  schools. 
"For  Indians  to  get  equal  footing  when  it  comes  to  things  like  murder 
investigations  we  have  to  restructure  education.  It  is  taught  in  this 
country  that  Indians  are  less  than  human.  The  way  American  children 
are  taught  in  school  is  one  of  the  most  sophisticated  genocidal 
practices.  In  middle  school  they  talk  about  the  Cherokee  and  how  they 
wanted  to  be  civilized.  They  mention  only  in  passing  the  Cherokee  were 
the  only  people  in  history  ever  to  develop  an  alphabet  and  learn  it  in 
just  five  years.  In  our  high  school  history  books  Indians  are  savages 
portrayed  as  a people  paramount  to  the  cave  man.  In  schools  we  become 
lesser  than  the  other  peoples  of  this  country.  So  when  an  American  kid 
graduates,  that  diploma  comes  with  a lot  baggage.  That  baggage  is 
called  racism.  The  baggage  the  Indian  kid  gets  with  his  diploma  is  an 
inferiority  complex."  Poor 

Bear  has  seen  too  much  suffering  to  believe  that  change  in  South 
Dakota  is  going  to  happen  overnight.  At  Rapid  Creek  the  Citizens 
Action  Patrol  continues  its  all-night  vigil,  nervously  praying  the 
waters  will  cease  to  run  red. 

Lakota  Student  Alliance 
<>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <> 

In  true  struggle  for  the  people 

<>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <> 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
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Date:  Sat,  11  Mar  2000  14:26:41  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Answer  to  question  about  Wadena  case  is  not  simple 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Published:  Saturday,  March  11,  2000 

Answer  to  question  about  Wadena  case  is  not  simple 

Column  by  Dorreen  Yellow  Bird 

Someone  asked  me  why  a tribal  constitution  would  allow  a felon  to  run  for 
tribal  council.  The  U.S.  Constitution,  on  which  many  tribal  governments 
are  modeled,  does  not  allow  felons  to  run  for  elected  offices.  The  U.S. 
Constitution  further  says  that  felons  cannot  even  vote. 

The  question  was  prompted  by  a recent  ruling  by  the  Minnesota  Bands  of 
Chippewa  that  Darrell  "Chip"  Wadena  could  run  for  chairman  of  the  White 
Earth  Band  of  Chippewa.  He  was  convicted  of  several  felony  charges  while 
chairman.  White  Earth  is  one  the  six  members  of  this  Minnesota  tribal 
coalition . 

The  answer  isn't  simple. 

In  fact,  for  these  bands  it  is  more  complicated  than  for  a tribe  that 
has  only  one  government.  The  Chippewa  Bands  are  affected  by  state  and 
federal  policies,  the  tribal  memberships  and  their  relationship  with  five 
other  bands. 

The  Minnesota  Bands  of  Chippewa  are:  White  Earth,  Leech  Lake,  Bois  Forte, 
Fond  du  Lac,  Grand  Portage  and  Mille  Lacs.  An  executive  committee  made  up 


of  two  members  from  each  of  these  six  tribes  votes  and  rules  on  issues 
that  affect  any  of  the  six  tribes. 

This  somewhat  unusual  because  most  of  the  some  500  tribes  in  the  nation 
who  have  constitutions  chose  to  have  a clause  indicating  that  a person 
with  a felony  could  not  be  a candidate  for  the  tribal  council.  The  Three 
Affiliated  Tribes  (my  reservation) , Sisseton  Wahpeton  and  other  tribes  in 
North  Dakota  have  that  clause  in  their  constitutions. 

The  Minnesota  Bands  of  Chippewa  are  not  bound  by  that  rule.  The 
executive  committee  for  the  bands  interprets  the  constitutions  and 
provides  the  final  and  unappealable  ruling  regarding  elections  for  all 
six  tribes. 

They  ruled  in  favor  of  Wadena. 

That  didn't  set  well  with  some  of  the  people  from  the  White  Earth 
Reservation,  where  Wadena  was  tribal  chairman. 

For  Dr.  Erma  Vizenor,  of  the  White  Earth  Tribal  Council,  it  is  a breach 
of  public  trust.  She  was  in  the  forefront  of  the  protests  and  rallies 
against  the  tribal  government  and  Wadena  when  he  was  tribal  chairman. 

The  government  of  the  six  bands  is  good  in  some  ways,  she  told  me.  Most 
important  is  the  strength  in  numbers.  I understood  what  she  meant.  When 
the  Sahnish  (Arikara)  joined  with  the  Mandan  and  Hidatsa,  there  was 
strength  in  those  numbers.  When  the  tribes  of  North  Dakota  stand  together, 
there  is  strength  and  when  the  tribes  in  this  region  stand  together  there 
is  power. 

But  there  are  downsides  for  White  Earth  and  possibly  Leech  Lake,  the  two 
largest  bands  of  the  coalition.  She  said  the  tribal  chairman  and 
secretary/treasurer  from  each  of  the  six  tribes  sits  on  the  Bands' 
executive  committee.  The  25,000  members  of  the  White  Earth  Band  are 
represented  by  two  members.  Leech  Lake  Band,  the  second  largest  with 
about  8,200  members,  has  two  votes,  too. 

So  of  the  12  votes,  these  two  tribes  have  only  four  votes,  yet  they  have 
85  percent  of  the  population  enrolled  on  all  six  reservations. 

The  White  Earth  Tribal  Council  declined  to  certify  Wadena,  Vizenor  said, 
because  as  a felon  he  can't  be  bonded,  which  would  be  necessary  for  a 
member  of  the  Tribal  Council. 

She  agrees  that  Wadena  deserves  due  process,  and  that  may  be  the  answer 
that  comes  when  Wadena  is  not  elected. 

There's  another  reason  why  tribes  don't  recognize  felony  convictions.  It 
is  historic.  In  the  1800s  and  early  1900s,  many  Native  people  saw  the 
federal  government  as  a foreign  entity  --  they  essentially  saw  themselves 
as  prisoners  of  war  when  they  were  jailed. 

Many  were  tried,  convicted  and  jailed  for  political  reasons  or  just 
because  they  were  "Indian."  What  that  might  mean  is  that  people  like 
Sitting  Bull  or  Crazy  Horse,  who  were  jailed  at  one  time  in  their  lives, 
would  not  be  allowed  as  leaders.  Our  lack  of  trust  in  the  federal 
government  systems  was  not  unfounded. 

We  are  too  far  along  in  history  to  think  that  this  is  the  case  for  the 
Minnesota  Bands  of  Chippewa.  Vizenor  said  the  constitution  needs  to  be 
changed,  which  is  probably  true.  It  has  changed  little  since  the  1930s. 

She  said  the  bands  are  working  toward  that  change. 

Finally,  it  is  important  to  remember  that  the  tribal  governments  have 
been  in  place  for  less  than  60  years,  while  the  U.S.  government  has  had 
more  than  200  years  of  experience.  The  tribes  need  the  opportunity  to 
evolve  before  a final  judgment  is  cast. 

Yellow  Bird's  e-mail  address  is  dyellowbird@gfherald.com,  or  she  can  be 
reached  at  (701)  780-1228. 
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"RE : FBI  Lies"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Mar  2000  00:52:25  EST 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Sub j : AFTER  READING  THESE  FBI  LIES,  WRITE-IN  LEONARD  4 PREZ! 


FOLKS-- 


I just  rec'd  this  piece  of  rancid  FBI  spam... you  should  check  it  out. 

They've  been  lifting  names  off  my  emails  on  behalf  of  Leonard,  and  spewing 
these  tired  old  lies  to  make  sure  there's  never  enough  public  support  for 
Clinton  to  grant  Leonard  executive  clemency.  Sadly,  they  are  succeeding,  and 
it's  only  us--each  of  us,  you  and  me--who  can  expose  their  plot.  Please  send 
their  emails  back  to  them  with  the  WRITE-IN  PELTIER  4 PREZ  e-flyer  below,  and 
email  the  same  to  every  newspaper  and  radio  station  in  your  area  as  well  as 
to  EVERYONE  you  know.  Let's  let  the  world  know  what  they're  doing.  Here's 
what  I just  rec'd: 


Sub j : "Political"  Prisoner  Peltier 

Date:  03/07/2000  10:55:56  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 

From:  Tierneyjoe 

To:  <<names  clipped>> 

For  those  who  rightly  fear  downloading  documents  received  from  strangers  (I 
don't  recognize  all  the  names)  you  can  read  the  attachment  at  the  web  site 
below: 

http://www.fbi.gov/ contact/fo/minn/peltier . htm 

You  owe  it  to  yourselves  to  hear  what  the  "Free  Peltier"  folks  are  missing 
themselves,  or  are  not  telling  you. 

Genocide  may  arguably  be  applied  to  what  the  US  Government  did  to  Native 
Americans,  especially  100  years  ago.  Peltier,  however,  was  a thug  before 
he  espoused  political  goals,  and  he  remains  a thug.  He  is  in  prison  for 
his  acts,  not  for  his  political  goals.  Some  well-intentioned  people  are 
calling  him  a political  prisoner,  and  calling  for  a pardon.  He  does  not 
deserve  their  support. 

I have  always  been  amazed  at  how  different  criminals  look  in  court,  or 
when  being  interviewed  by  the  media,  or  when  reaching  out  for  support; 
you  would  not  recognize  them  as  the  same  people  if  you  witnessed  their 
crimes,  or  had  to  arrest  them. 

I know  a Sheriff's  Department  which  requires  new  Deputies  to  work  a year 
in  their  corrections  branch  before  being  assigned  to  their  patrol  branch; 
the  purpose  is  to  learn  how  patiently  clever  and  manipulative  prisoners 
can  be.  Understanding  this  is  something  not  even  experienced  patrol 
officers  learn  on  the  street,  without  that  assignment. 

Make  up  your  minds  after  you  have  read  the  attachment,  or  visited  the  site. 
Doe  Tierney 


FOLKS,  do  check-out  their  incredible  website .. .which  they  actually  seem 
proud  of  in  their  delusion!  I sometimes  think  they  may  actually  believe 
this  disinformation  themselves!  Every  point  they  make  is  totally 
dismantled  at  www.freepeltier.org. . .and  has  been  dismantled  for  many,  many 
years.  They  were  lies  to  begin  with,  and  they  remain  lies  today. 

See  how  your  government- -your  own  employees  at  the  Fraudulent  Bureau  of 
Injustice--illegally  try  to  manipulate  all  of  us  to  believe  their 
despicable  lies.  They  are  transparent  in  their  utter  falseness. 

Shame  on  you  supposed  supporters  of  the  Law  and  the  Constitution!  Your 
own  hand-picked  federal  Prosecutor,  like  you  a hater  of  Leonard  Peltier 
and  a framer  of  innocents,  has  ADMITTED  REPEATEDLY  in  FEDERAL  COURT  that 
neither  he  nor  the  FBI  have  ANY  IDEA  who  killed  their  agents  back  in  1975 
at  Oglala!  Your  own  federal  courts  have  proclaimed  you  at  least  "equally 
responsible"  in  the  deaths  of  your  own  agents.  Then  what  is  this  decades- 
old  garbage  defaming  Leonard  Peltier  doing  being  hauled  out  yet  once  again 
on  your  taxpayer-supported  website...?  Every  word  is  deliberately 
misleading. . .the  signifant  facts  are  left  out  entirely ...  just  as  happened 


in  Leonard's  kangaroo  court  in  trial  in  Fargo  in  1977.  You  know  that  as 
well  as  we  do!  What  a fraud!  When  will  the  FBI  root  out  the  criminals 
in  its  own  midst?  Who  among  you  has  the  spine  to  stand  up?  Wouldn't  you 
feel  better  if  you  did?  Flave  you  bothered  to  read  Leonard's  book  or 
Matthiessen ' s book  to  know  what  the  hell  was  really  going  on  with  your 
Agency  back  then?  There's  not  a reason  in  the  world  for  today's  FBI  to 
cover-up  for--and  continue  to  be  tarnished  forever  by--  those  Agency 
zealots  who  went  berserk  in  the  interests  of  "national  security"  back  in 
the  darkest  days  of  the  Cold  War  in  the  1970' s.  Flistory  will  look  darkly 
on  their  deeds.  By  defending  them  today  over  the  real  interests  of  Truth 
and  Country  and  your  own  Agency,  you  endanger  the  very  foundations  of  the 
democracy  you  are  sworn  to  protect. 

If  you  are  so  certain  of  Leonard's  guilt,  allow  a NEW  TRIAL  OF  LEONARD 
PELTIER  --an  open  and  public  trial,  before  TV  cameras,  with  Press  in 
attandance,  with  hundreds  of  millions  watching  as  watched  the  O.D.  trial. 
We  will  accept  that. 

Until  such  a time,  or  until  Leonard  is  granted  clemency  or  a pardon,  the 
ONLY  WAY  to  show  our  ABSOLUTE  OPPOSITION  to  our  own  Government's  knowing 
and  deliberate  deafness  and  blindness  on  this  matter  is  to  WRITE-IN 
LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT  IN  2000! 

Let  them  continue  with  their  lies.  Every  single  one  of  those  lies  will  be 
transformed  into  a thousand  votes  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  for  Dustice  in 
America ! 

/Flarvey  Arden 

Here's  the  latest  e-flier  on  Leonard's  ongoing  write-in  campaign.  Please, 
I ask  each  of  you  personally,  see  that  EVERYONE  gets  a copy  along  with 
the  full  contents  of  the  above  message.  Let's  turn  their  own  lies 
against  them. 

loin  the  Gentle  Revolution!  Be  part  of  the  Great  Healing! 

Please  ask  your  Presidential  candidate,  "Do  you  support  clemency  for 
Leonard  Peltier?"  Don't  let  him  dodge  the  issue.  If  Gore  comes  out  for 
Leonard,  millions  of  Peltier  supporters  will  vote  for  him  avidly.  If  he 
doesn't,  they'll  write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT  in  2000.  Gore 
will  lose  many  hundreds  of  thousands,  even  millions  of  votes  if  he 
continues  to  ignore  our  pleas  for  the  IMMEDIATE  release  of  Leonard 
Peltier,  a man  known  by  all  to  be  innocent  of  the  crime  for  which  he  was 
railroaded . 

If  Gore  refuses  to  heed  us,  he  will  not  only  lose  the  election  but  bring 
continuing  shame  on  the  Democratic  Party,  as  Bill  Clinton  has  already  done 
by--among  other  things--spinelessly  bowing  down  for  7 years  to  the 
Unconstitutional  lies  and  intimidations  of  the  FBI  regarding  Leonard 
Peltier. 

Won't  you  stand  up  for  Leonard  with  these  brave  45  students  from  Indiana? 
Students  of  America,  WHERE  ARE  YOU? 

I'd  like  to  receive  commitments  to  write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT 
from  students  of  conscience  from  EVERY  COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  IN  THE 
COUNTRY! 

See  form  below. 

Email  your  commitments  to  harvey@wisdomkeepers . com 
or  mail  them  to: 


PELTIER  4 PREZ  COMMITMENTS 


c/o  Harvey  Arden 
4101  Legation  St.,  N.W. 

The  Wisdomkeepers  Project 
Washington,  DC  20015 

/Harvey  Arden 

Editor  of  Leonard  Peltier's  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance 
SPECIAL  on  PRIMARY  2000! 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE! 

THIS  EMAIL  rec'd  3/3  /00  by  HARVEY  ARDEN,  Editor  of  LEONARD  PELTIER'S 
PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE,  AND  COORDINATOR  OF  THE 
"WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT"  CAMPAIGN  2000. 

Date:  03/03/2000  1:49:00  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  leroyma@earlham.edu 

Sub j : Pledges  from  INDIANA  for  "PREZ  FROM  THE  REZ"  ! 

Dear  Mr.  Arden, 

I am  currently  about  to  send  you  45  pledges  of  votes  for  Leonard  Peltier 
from  Earlham  College  in  Richmond,  Indiana.  Some  of  the  votes  are  people 
living  in  Cincinnatti,  other  parts  of  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  whose  votes  I 
got  at  a SEAC  conference  in  Ohio,  but  most  of  the  45  are  from  Earlham 
students.  The  Indiana  Primary  is  on  Tuesday,  but  I will  keep  getting 
pledges  filled  for  the  general  election,  so  that  the  Democrats  can  still 
see  that  if  they  do  not  free  Leonard,  they  will  lose  the  election,  and 
that  the  number  of  people  who  will  vote  for  Leonard  as  opposed  to  them 
in  the  general  election  is  increasing,  and  so  they  had  better  free 
Leonard  if  they  want  to  win  at  all.  I'll  send  you  some  more  pledges  in  a 
couple  of  weeks.  Is  that  good? 


Peace, 

Mat  Leroy 


Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  PRESIDENT! 

EVERY  VOTE  IS  A FLAMING  ARROW 

AGAINST  THE  CIRCLED  WAGONS  OF  AMERICAN  IN3USTICE ! 

Letter  from  Harvey  Arden,  National  Coordinator 
WRITE-IN  LEONARD  4 PREZ  Campaign 

to  Bonnie  Winona  of  FreedomCampaign/LPSG  New  Hampshire 
Bonnie-- 

Spoke  to  Leonard  last  night...  I told  him  I'd  been  laying  back  on  THE 
WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT  campaign,  fearing  it  might  interfere 
with  his  upcoming  interim  parole  hearing...  He  said  don't  worry  about  that 
...his  defense  committee  (LPDC)  is  working  hard  at  that  but  the  write-in 
campaign  shouldn't  interfere  in  any  way.  He  said,  "Harvey... If  you  can 
reach  tens  of  thousands...  hundreds  of  thousands. . .even  millions .. .with  your 
write-in  campaign. . .THAT  could  make  the  difference.  Please  do  it!" 

So--Bonnie  and  all--I  am  launching  back  into  it... on  a national  level... too 
hard  to  go  state  by  state. .. let ' s go  national  NOW....  Damn'm  whether  they 
count 'm  officially  or  not...  the  Democrats  can  either  come  out  on  Leonard's 
behalf  or  see--seriously--hundreds  of  thousands  of  votes  drawn  away  from 
their  candidate(s)  at  the  polls,  even  millions  nationwide...  People  are 
EAGER,  even  passionate  to  vote  for  Leonard.  I think  it's  easier  right  now 
to  get  a vote  for  Leonard  Peltier,  USP#89637-132  than  it  is  for  any  other 
candidate  of  either  Party.  We  ain't  BEGUN  to  fight! 


Ask  every  person  who  commits  to  do  exactly  the  same  as  you  and  I are  doing, 
contacting  everyone  we  can  think  of,  friends  and  strangers,  and  offer  them 
the  opportunity  to  commit  themselves  to  write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR 
PRESIDENT! 

Whenever  Gore  or  Bradley  (or  Bush  or  McCain?)  come  out  on  behalf  of  justice 
in  America  and  demand  that  Leonard  Peltier  be  freed  IMMEDIATELY,  then  we 
will  throw  our  votes  to  them  and  beat  the  sidewalks  of  cyberspace  on 
their  behalf. 

Until  then,  I plead  with  those  of  you  who  actually  want  your  vote  to  make 
a difference,  WRITE  IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  PRESIDENT  in  the  primaries 
(especiall  y!)  and,  if  necessary,  the  national  election.  Even  if  they 
toss' m in  the  wastebacket,  your  votes  will  count  by  being  AGAINST  those 
who  would  allow  an  innocent  man  to  rot  in  jail  for  a crime  the  whole 
world  knows  he  did  not  commit. 

Remember  Leonard's  words... 

"Now  is  the  time.  Now  is  the  only  possible  time! 

Let  the  Great  Healing  begin!" 

Hey,  Armies  of  One — ...and  I mean  you !... --Unite  in  the  common  struggle 
to  free  our  brother  Leonard  NOW!  TODAY!  PLEASE  SOLICIT  ALL  THE 
COMMITMENTS  YOU  CAN  BY  CIRCULATING  THIS  MESSAGE  TO  EVERYONE!  DO  IT  NOW-- 
-PLEASE,  FOR  LEONARD'S  SAKE. 

WE  NEED  YOUR  VOTES  NOW! 

THIS  IS  THE  ELECTION! 

REGISTERED  VOTERS:  Send  a statement: 

I,  of (town  & state) 

(address  & tel#  optional) , hereby  commit  myself  to  write 

-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  in  the  primaries  and  general  election  in 
2000. 

I will  appeal  immediately  to  everyone  I know  to  do  the  same.  Today! 

Please  email  your  write-in  commitment  to  harvey@wisdomkeepers.com 

ON  BEHALF  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER, 

/Harvey  Arden 

Groups,  churches,  organizations,  students  of  voting  age--please  create  lists 
of  commitments,  have  them  signed  by  your  members,  and  mail  (or  email)  to: 

PELTIER  4 PREZ 

The  Wisdomkeepers  Project 

4101  Legation  St.,  N.W. 

Washington,  DC  20015 

Make  your  vote  a flaming  arrow... 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR  PRESIDENT!! 

"The  PREZ  from  the  REZ!" 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

HREF="aol : //5863 : 126/a It . native : 147591" >Click  here:  WRITE-IN  LEONARD 
PELTIER  4 PREZ--IT  FEELS  GR-R-R-REAT! ! 

HREF=" http: //www. amazon . com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0312203543/qid=923006459/ 
002-6835471-3861455">Amazon.com:  A Glance:  Prison  Writings  : My  Li... 

HRE F= " http: //www. vis ionquests . com/" >visionquests . com 


HREF="http: //www. fr eepeltien.org/ ">f neepeltien.org 
FOR  MORE  INFO  CONTACT  hanvey@wisdomkeepers.com 


POLITICAL  PLATFORM  for  a LEONARD  PELTIER  FREEDOM  PARTY 

PLANK  ONE: 

"Our  work  will  be  unfinished  until  not  a single 

human  being  is  hungry,  not  one  woman  is  battered, 

not  one  child  is  abused,  not  one  innocent  languishes  in 

prison  and  no  one  is  persecuted  for  his  or  her  beliefs." 

PLANK  TWO: 

"We  need  not  courtrooms  but  schoolrooms,  not  jails  and 

prisons  but  decent  homes  and  jobs  for  the  millions  of  every 
color--including  many,  many  white  people--who  are  being 
denied  their  human  and  civil  rights  every  day  of  every  week 
by  the  special  interests  who  are  trying  to  steal  America. 
Government  must  be  by,  of  and  for  the  People,  not  by,  of 
and  for  the  special  interests.  Read  your  own  Declaration  of 
Independence  and  Constitution,  America.  It's  all  there." 

PLANK  THREE: 

"If  building  more  prisons  for  those  of  us  who  are  unlike 

yourselves  is  to  be  your  strategy,  then,  I promise  you,  you 
cannot  build  enough  prisons  to  hold  us  all.  I ask  America, 
as  one  familiar  with  your  darkest  side  as  well  as  with  your 
shining  possibilities,  rethink  this  current  craze  for  building 
ever  more  prisons  for  ever  more  of  those  of  us  born  different 
than  you.  We  don't  need  more  prisons.  We  need  more 
compassion.  That  compassion  is  our  own  highest 
possibility. " 

PLANK  FOUR: 

"Democracy  means  difference,  not  sameness.  Allow  us  our 

differences  as  we  allow  you  yours.  We  don't  conflict  with 
each  other;  we  complement  each  other.  We  need  each  other. 

Each  of  us  is  responsible  for  what  happens  on  this  Earth. 

We  are  each  absolutely  essential,  each  totally  irreplaceable . 
Each  of  us  is  the  swing  vote  in  the  bitter  election  battle  now 
being  waged  between  our  best  and  our  worst  possibilities. 

How  are  you  going  to  cast  your  all-important  ballot? 

Humanity  awaits  your  decision. 

PLANK  FIVE: 

"WE  MUST  EACH  BE  AN  ARMY  OF  ONE  in  the  endless 

struggle  between  the  goodness  we  are  all  capable  of  and  the 
evil  that  threatens  us  all  from  without  as  well  as  from 
within.  Yes,  we  can  each  be  an  army  of  one.  One  good 
man  or  one  good  woman  can  change  the  world,  can  push 
back  the  evil,  and  their  work  can  be  a beacon  for  millions, 
for  billions.  Are  you  that  man  or  woman?  If  so,  may  the 
Great  Spirit  bless  you.  If  not,  why  not?We  must  each  of  us 
be  that  person.  That  will  transform  the  world  overnight. 

That  would  be  a miracle,  yes,  but  a miracle  within  our 
power,  our  healing  power. 

To  heal  will  require  real  effort,  and  a change  of  heart, 
from  all  of  us.  To  heal  means  that  we  will  begin  to  look 


upon  one  another  with  respect  and  tolerance  instead  of 
prejudice,  distrust  and  hatred.  We  will  have  to  teach  our 
children--as  well  as  ourselves--to  love  the  diversity  of 
humanity. 

To  heal  we  will  have  to  make  a conscious  effort  to  live  as 
the  Creator  intended,  as  sisters  and  brothers,  all  of  one 
human  family,  caretakers  of  this  fragile,  perishable  and 
sacred  Earth.  To  heal  we  will  have  to  come  to  the 
realization  that  we  are  all  under  a life  sentence  together  on 
this  planet... and  there's  no  chance  for  parole. 

We  can  do  it.  Yes,  you  and  I and  all  of  us  together.  Now  is  the 
time.  Now  is  the  only  possible  time. 

Let  the  Great  Healing  begin. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Become  an  Army  of  One! 

Exercise  your  Conscience  by  exercising  your  Vote! 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  on  your  Ballot  in  2000! 

e-mail:  FreedomCampaign@aol.com 

phone:  603-659-8888,  603-588-2916 

us  mail:  po  box  4111,  Portsmouth,  nh,  03802 

www . f reepeltier . org 

www. LISN.net 

www . wisdom keepers . com 

All  actions  to  be  conducted  with  love,  dignity  and  humor... 

...per  Leonard's  request 


"Those  who  put  me  here  and  keep  me  here 
knowing  of  my  innocence  can  take  grim  satisfaction 
in  their  sure  reward — which  is  being  who 
and  what  they  are.  That's  as  terrible  a reward 
as  any  I could  imagine. 

I know  who  and  what  I am.  I am  an  Indian — 
an  Indian  who  dared  to  stand  up  to  defend  his  people. 

I am  an  innocent  man  who  never  murdered  anyone 
nor  wanted  to. 

And,  yes,  I am  a Sun  Dancer.  That,  too,  is  my  identity. 

If  I am  to  suffer  as  a symbol  of  my  people,  then  I 
suffer  proudly. 

I will  never  yield." 

--Leonard  Peltier 

From  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance 
.Check  out  extraordinary  Peltier  CD 

HREF=" http: //www. amazon . com/exec/ob idos/ASIN/B000040 3 KW/o/qid%3D948944675/ 
sr%3D8 -2/102 -3043940- 1840066 ">  My  Life  is  My  Sun  Dance 

- — "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  13  March  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "3anet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  3anet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


URGENT!!  URGENT!!  URGENT!!  URGENT!!  URGENT!!  URGENT!!  URGENT!! 

Date:  Mon,  13  Mar  2000  20:32:09  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Fw:  [NativeNews]  Condemned  Man  Forbidden  Sweat  Lodge 

This  afternoon,  I received  the  message  below  from  Feather,  who  has  a South 
Dakota  prison  page  --  file://members. tripod.com/sapawiyaka/  (People 
interested  in  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Iron  Houses  need  to  go  check 
it  out  and  help  if  you  can.) 

As  a prison  volunteer  myself,  I'm  aware  of  prison  officials'  intransigence 
where  Native  spirituality  is  concerned.  It's  still  viewed  by  most  as  an 
inconvenient  luxury  permitted  by  overly  PC  courts  and  administrations. 

Still,  I was  more  than  a little  shocked  about  this  decision.  Governer 
Davis'  silence  is  certainly  no  great  shock,  but  it  does  surprise  me  that  a 
judge  would  agree.  I'm  sure  the  rationale  is  security- -after  all  the 
prisoner  has  almost  nothing  to  lose  by  trying  to  escape,  but  why  can't 
security  be  assured  during  the  short  time  this  would  take?  We're  talking 
about  a couple  of  hours  at  most  in  a secured  area  inside  the  prison  walls. 

If  it  takes  extra  guards  to  ensure  Darrell  Young  Elk  doesn't  make  a 
successful  run  over  the  razor  wire,  then  so  be  it. 

There's  only  one  day  left.  We  can  pray  for  the  court  of  appeals  to 
reverse  this  decision,  and  we  can  pray  for  Darrell  Young  Elk,  since  he  may 
not  be  allowed  to  pray  for  himself. 

Janet  Smith 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Linda  <featherl@midusa . net> 

Sent:  Monday,  March  13,  2000  7:39  PM 

Contact  Person  JAMES  S. THOMSON  Telephone  510  525-9123 

Early  this  afternoon.  Judge  Vaughn  R.  Walker,  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  for  the  Northern  District  of  California,  denied  Young  Elk's 
request  for  a court  order  requiring  the  State  of  California  to  allow  Young 
Elk  to  participate  in  the  Sacred  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony  prior  to  his 
execution  on  March  15,  2000. 

Young  Elk  is  a descendant  of  the  Great  Cherokee  Nation  and  practices 
Native  American  religion.  Under  Young  Elk's  religious  beliefs,  this 
ceremony  is  the  essential  and  required  last  rite. 

Young  Elk's  attorneys  will  file  an  immediate  appeal  to  the  Ninth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals. 

Young  Elk's  request  to  Governor  Gray  Davis  that  he  intervene  in  the 
matter  has  gone  unanswered. 

The  State's  denial  of  the  Sacred  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony  violates  the 
United  States  Constitution  and  International  Treaty  Law.  It  is  also,  in 
the  words  of  Professor  Stephen  Wayne  Russell,  "racial  discrimination  and 
gratuitous  cruelty." 

To  prepare  himself  spiritually  for  death  and  entry  to  the  spirit  world. 
Young  Elk  needs  to  participate  in  the  Sacred  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony. 

A sweat  lodge  is  located  on  the  grounds  of  San  Quentin  prison,  built  in 
approximately  1980.  Sweat  Lodge  ceremonies  are  performed  regularly  for 
the  non-death  row  inmates  at  San  Quentin  State  Prison. 

The  Sweat  Lodge  is  the  Native  American  Church,  and  has  been  in  use 
since  time  immemorial.  The  traditional  ceremony  is  a form  of  purification 
and  cleansing  of  body,  mind,  and  spirit.  During  the  ceremony,  the 
participant  is  led  through  prayers,  song,  and  medication  by  a medicine 
person  or  spiritual  leader. 

The  Sacred  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony  is  the  only  way  for  Young  Elk  to  make 
amends  to  his  Creator  for  wrongs  committed  and  give  thanks  for  blessings 
received.  Without  the  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony,  Young  Elk  has  no  way  of 
making  amends  with  those  that  he  has  wronged  and  with  his  Creator. 

Leonard  Foster  intends  to  conduct  the  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony  for  Young  Elk. 

Leonard  Foster  is  a member  of  the  Navajo  Nation.  He  is  the  National 
Coordinator  of  the  National  Native  American  Prisoner's  Rights  Advocacy 


Coalition.  He  has  conducted  Sacred  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremonies  at  San  Quentin 
State  Prison  since  October  1992.  He  has  been  a Spiritual  Advisor  for 
approximately  1500  Native  American  inmates  in  96  state  and  federal  prisons 
throughout  the  United  States. 

Leonard  Foster  recently  conducted  the  Sacred  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony  for 
Arizona  condemned  inmate  Darrick  Gerlaugh,  prior  to  Mr.  Gerlaugh's 
execution  on  January  30,  1999. 

There  are  no  alternative  means  of  performing  the  "last  rites"  of  Young 
Elk's  religion.  The  ceremony  cannot  be  performed  outside  of  the  sweat 
lodge . 


From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Date:  Tue,  14  Mar  2000  17:55:30  EST 

Sub j : Update  on  Darrell  Young  Elk  Rich 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Attorneys  for  Darrell  Young  Elk  Rich  report  that  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  affirmed  Judge  Vaughn  Walker's  ruling  of  yesterday.  The  21  justices 
of  the  Ninth  Circuit  have  until  4 pm  for  one  of  their  number  to  ask  for  a 
full  vote  to  rehear  the  matter  en  banc. 

Contact  510.525.9123 
fax:  510.525.9124 
Martha  E.  Ture 


Date:  Tue,  14  Mar  2000  14:52:38  -0500  (EST) 

From:  darichards@altavista.net 
Sub j : submission  to  the  WI 

Gary, 

This  is  from  the  Standing  Deer  Defense  Committee.  Can  you  include  it  in 
the  next  WI? 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie 

PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 
Update  / 3-12-00 
Parole  Denied 
Medical  Letters  Needed 

from  Standing  Deer  Defense  Committee 
bdyingswan@aol . com 

http : //standingdeer . homepage . com/ index.html 
SDDC  / POBox  368  / Carrollton,  GA  30117 

To  Friends  & Supporters  of  Standing  Deer: 

Standing  Deer's  parole  was  denied  2-10-00  and  he  was  notified  of  this  on 
3-6-00.  He  wishes  to  thank  all  of  you  who  wrote  to  the  parole  board  on 
his  behalf.  We  know  that  they  had  received  many  letters  of  support  from 
you.  We  need  to  help  keep  Standing  Deer  alive  and  to  make  his  stay  at 
Pack  One  Prison  bearable.  The  medical  staff  at  Pack  One  Prison  continues 
to  blatantly  refuse  his  medications  and  the  guards  continue  to  outright 
not  honor  his  medical  pass  to  the  infirmary.  Standing  Deer  continues  to 
be  very  sick.  Since  2-18-00  he  has  gone  without  all  medication.  An  ill 
person  can  only  go  so  long  without  medication.  To  continue  to  help  or 
to  help  for  the  first  time,  please  send  your  medical  letter  of  support 
today.  Your  letter  helps  because  the  prison  does  not  like  to  be  bothered 
by  outsiders,  as  your  letter  inconveniences  them. 

Sample  Letter: 

Dr.  Glenda  Adams 

UTMB  / TDCJ  Associate  Medical  Director 

Correctional  Managed  Health  Care 

3009  Highway  30  West  / Huntsville,  TX  77340 


Re:  Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289  at  Pack  One  Prison,  Navasota 


Dear  Dr.  Adams: 

Please  address  my  concern  over  the  fact  that  Robert  H.  Wilson  has  gone 
without  all  medication  since  2-18-00.  I understand  that  you  are  not  on 
location  at  Pack  One  Prison  daily  so  you  are  surely  not  aware  of  the 
comings  and  goings  of  your  medical  staff.  MR.  WILSON  IS  BEING  REFUSED 
MEDICATION  AT  THE  PILL  WINDOW  AND  THE  GUARDS  ARE  NOT  HONORING  HIS  MEDICAL 
PASS  TO  THE  INFIRMARY.  Since  12-29-99  during  his  "misprescribed  Cardura 
fiasco"  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  suffering  from  an  unrelenting  rash  that  has 
spread  over  most  parts  of  his  body.  Selenium  Sulfide  Lotion  was  prescribed 
to  him  on  1-11-00  but  he  did  not  receive  it  until  one  month  later  on  2- 
10-00.  The  lotion  had  run  out  3 weeks  later  being  of  no  help.  Now  on  3-12- 
00  he  has  no  medicine  whatsoever.  This  rash  is  out  of  control  eating  up 
his  skin.  His  condition  is  worsening  causing  him  great  unnecessary  misery. 
It  was  previously  requested  that  you  give  Mr.  Wilson  his  Clonidine  DOT  as 
standing  in  line  is  an  impossible  alternative  for  him.  This  request  has 
not  been  honored  and  now  Mr.  Wilson  has  not  had  Clonidine  since  2-18-00. 

On  2-21-00  he  had  appeared  at  the  pill  window  to  receive  his  prescribed 
card  of  aspirin  KOP.  A member  of  your  medical  staff  at  the  window  REFUSED 
him  his  aspirin  card  and  instructed  him  to  leave.  After  the  last  crisis 
it  was  reported  to  me  that  you  had  promised  Mr.  Wilson  "aspirin  for  life" 
and  Clonidine  at  the  window  even  if  it  meant  for  you  to  "send  a wheel 
chair  for  him  if  he  were  too  sick  to  make  it  on  his  own."  It  is  obvious 
that  someone  else  other  than  you  is  instructing  the  medical  staff  at  Pack 
On!  e Prison.  Who  is  going  over  your  head  with  this  blatant  obstruction 
of  minimal  medical  care?  And  what  will  you  do  and  whom  will  you 
reprimand? 

Does  this  frighten  you  as  much  as  it  does  me  and  many  others  that  not  only 
NEGLECT  is  a daily  occurrence  at  your  prison  but  now  outright  REFUSAL  OF 
PRESCRIBED  AND  PROMISED  MEDICATIONS? 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  attention  regarding  this  frightening  and 
shocking  medical  situation.  This  time  I would  surely  appreciate  a letter 
of  response. 

Sincerely, 

CC: 

Dr.  lason  Calhoun,  UTMB  /TDC3  Medical  Director 
Correctional  Managed  Health  Care  / POBox  48,  Substation  1, 

RT  0449  Galveston,  TX  77555 

Dr.  Linthicum,  Director  TDC3  Health  Services 
3009  Hwy  30  West,  Huntsville,  TX  77340 

Dr.  Scamardo,  Medical  Unit  Pack  One  Prison  / 2400  Wallace  Pack  Rd. 
Navasota,  TX 

Dr.  lesse  lackson  / Operation  PUSH  / 930  E 50  St.  / Chicago,  IL  60615 

Amnesty  International  / Political  Prisoner  Action  Committee 
322  8th  Ave.  / NYC,  NY  10001 

SDDC  / POBox  368  Carrollton,  GA  30117 

Please  write  on  envelope  under  address: 

"Re:  Abused  Native  American  Prisoner" 

To  write  to  Standing  Deer  directly  please  address  your  letter  to: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289 

Pack  One  Prison  / 2400  Wallace  Pack  Rd.  / Navasota,  TX  77869 


(please  send  no  stamps,  blank  cards  or  money  directly  to  him.  He's  been 
very  sick  and  has  not  been  answering  letters  but  he  appreciates  them 
very  much.) 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  / new  support! 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Mar  2000  23:42:36  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - March  2,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  RED  AND  THE  WHITE. 


From  the  forests  of  the  northland. 

Where  the  pines  and  spruces  bide. 

From  the  lake  shore  where  the  birch  barks 
On  the  quiet  waters  glide. 

From  the  happy  land  of  sunshine 
Where  the  cliff  house  ruins  stand. 
Gather  we,  the  sons  of  freedom, 

'Neath  the  loved  flag  on  our  land. 

From  the  gloom  of  superstition. 

From  the  dark  of  heathen  night. 

From  the  errors  of  the  old  time. 

Into  purest  open  light. 

And  with  joy  we  sing  "Our  Country." 


This  the  "land  our  fathers  trod." 

Ere  the  white  man  came  among  us, 

'Twas  our  land,  a gift  of  God. 

But  in  brotherhood  united. 

Let  us  go  forth,  hand  in  hand. 

Patriotic,  true  and  loyal 
To  the  welfare  of  our  land. 

As  "Old  Glory"  waves  above  us. 

Let  its  stripes  of  red  and  white 
Signify  that  these  two  races 
Are  united  for  the  right. 

-Written  for  the  Phoenix  Arizona  Indian  School  paper.  The  Native 
American,  for  Indian  Citizenship  Day,  Feb.  8,  1900. 


DO  YOUR  INDIANS  EVER  GET  HOMESICK? 


Yes;  And  when  an  Indian  gets  homesick  he  is  HOME  sick. 

But  we  venture  the  assertion  that  there  is  not  a class  of  people 
anywhere  who  as  a class,  more  readily  adapt  themselves  to  circumstances 
and  conditions  and  can  be  more  content  in  surroundings  than  can  the 
Indian . 

If  there  are  homesick  pupils  at  the  Carlisle  school,  they  have  a very 
poor  way  of  showing  it,  and  they  must  be  the  ones  who  are  not  busy. 

This  is  a busy  place  and  the  busier  the  boys  and  girls  keep 
themselves,  the  happier  they  seem  to  be. 

There  are  few  grumblers,  for  not  many  find  time  to  grumble. 

And  if  they  did  have  time,  they  would  have  the  intelligence  to  see 
that  grumbling  would  reflect  badly  upon  them,  for  what  is  there  to 
grumble  about? 

So  home-sickness  and  grumbling  do  not  belong  here,  and  when  there  is  a 
sporadic  case,  it  is  treated  like  the  small-pox,  soon  stamped  out,  not 
by  isolation  and  vaccination  but  by  the  medicine  of  brotherly  kindness 
and  "Come,  boys!  Let  us  have  a good  time  and  learn  all  we  can!" 


THEY  DO  NOT  ALL  GO  BACK  TO  THE  BLANKET. 


The  Osage  Journal,  published  in  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country  stands 
in  a position  to  know  the  conditions  to  be  met  by  returned  pupils.  In  a 
recent  editorial  the  Journal  says: 

A great  many  people  will  tell  you  that  as  soon  as  the  Indian  gets  away 
from  the  environments  of  school  that  he  discards  the  evidences  of 
civilization  and  goes  back  to  his  blanket,  but  this  is  in  many  cases  a 
mistake.  There  are  full-bloods  upon  this  reservation  who  have  never  had 
on  the  blanket  since  they  came  home.  It  may  be  that  they  will  go  back 
to  the  customs  of  their  tribe  eventually,  but  if  they  do  it  will  be  a 
slow  process.  Another  generation  will  see  the  passing  of  the  blanket 
from  among  the  Osages. 

Education  has  done  the  work  of  advancing  the  Indian.  A little 
education  is  a dangerous  thing  for  even  the  white  man,  and  for  the 
Indian  the  same  is  true.  In  almost  every  Indian  school  in  the  land  you 
will  find  members  of  some  tribe  engaged  in  the  work  of  teaching. 

There  are  several  employed  in  the  government  schools  at  this  place  and 
the  work  of  educating  the  Indian  is  going  on  rapidly. 

It  is  the  only  solution  of  the  Indian  question. 


"Franchise  Day"  the  anniversary  of  the  passage  of  the  Dawes  law,  was 
commemorated  by  the  Indian  pupils,  at  Pawhuska. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 


--AT  THE- - 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price:  --  10  Cents  per  Year 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


The  small  pox  among  the  Osages  of  Indian  Territory  seems  to  be 
subsiding. 


Mrs.  Pratt's  nephew,  Mr.  Fred  P.  Hall,  of  Jamestown,  N.Y.  whom  several 
at  our  school  know,  writes  that  a little  son  came  to  live  with  him  and 
Mrs.  Hall  on  Washington's  birthday.  They  have  the  congratulations  of 
their  friends  at  the  school. 


Students  of  the  lamestown,  N.Y.  schools  are  still  wide-awake,  and  come 
forward  with  a large  list  for  the  HELPER.  The  influence  of  the  little 
paper  on  the  grown  man  and  woman  will  be  seen,  for  the  youth  who  reads 
the  HELPER  today  will  not  have  the  idea  that  Indians  are  good  for 
nothing,  or  that  they  are  more  murderous  of  revengeful  than  the  white 
race.  There  are  murderous,  ungrateful  Indians  and  so  there  are 
murderous  and  ungrateful  white  people,  lust  as  many  in  proportion  to 
numbers  in  the  one  race  as  the  other.  We  thank  Professor  Rogers  of  the 
lamestown  schools  and  Mr.  Lavant  Mason  for  the  splendid  list. 


Mr.  Richard  D.  Heyl,  of  Camden,  is  again  with  us  for  a few  days.  He 
is  taking  views  of  the  school  for  his  personal  use.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Mr.  Heyl  is  an  educated  Apache  Indian  who  knows  more 
about  the  white  man  than  he  does  about  his  own  people.  He  has  lived 
with  educated  people  for  many  years  and  is  an  accomplished  machinist  as 
well  as  a well-informed  and  polished  gentleman.  He  is  a perfect 
exemplification  of  the  Carlisle  idea  although  he  never  saw  Carlisle 
before  this  winter.  Carlisle  schools  - NO  INDIAN  schools  can  give  a 
complete  example  of  the  Carlisle  idea.  There  is  only  one  way  to  bring 
the  Indian  up  to  the  superior  race  and  that  is  to  give  him  all  the 
advantages  of  the  superior  race  in  the  midst  of  the  people  of  the 
superior  race.  No  race  distinction  can  be  traced  between  Mr.  Heyl  and 
any  cultivated  gentleman  you  may  meet  anywhere,  except  the  dark 
complexion . 

Miss  Barclay. 

The  school  as  a whole  and  her  special  friends  in  particular  were 
stricken  with  grief  on  last  Saturday  morning  when  word  was  passed  in 
sorrowful  undertone,  that  Miss  Barclay  is  dead.  Miss  Bessie  Barclay 
came  to  us  in  the  Fall  of  '97,  from  Washington,  D.C.,  and  had  been 
teaching  among  the  Winnebago  Indians  of  Nebraska  for  a time. 

She  was  never  vigorous  in  health,  but  grew  stronger  for  a while. 

A few  weeks  ago  however,  she  was  taken  down  with  rheumatic  and  stomach 
trouble.  On  last  Friday  evening  there  were  hopes  of  her  recovery,  but 
before  morning  she  passed  quietly  away,  not  having  the  vitality 
necessary  to  endure  the  suffering  of  weeks. 

Miss  Barclay  was  a young  lady  of  lovable  character  and  possessed  many 


friends  at  the  school  and  in  town.  She  lived  with  her  parents  on  North 
Hanover  Street,  they  having  come  to  Carlisle  since  their  daughter  became 
a teacher  with  us.  The  impressive  funeral  services,  on  Tuesday,  were 
held  in  the  Episcopal  church,  and  the  casket  was  completely  covered  with 
flowers.  The  pall  bearers  were  Martin  Wheelock,  Edwin  Smith,  John 
Warren,  Thadeus  Redwater,  Hawley  Pierce  and  Frank  Scott,  students  at  the 
school.  Her  remains  were  taken  to  Beaver,  this  State,  for  interment, 
that  being  the  early  home  of  the  family. 


Mrs.  lames  A.  Brown,  who  has  been  teaching  at  the  Phoenix,  Arizona, 
school,  is  expected,  but  we  had  expected  her  as  Miss  Rosa  Bourassa, 
until  a little  bird  flew  over  from  Kansas  City  and  said  that  she  had 
stopped  off  to  be  married.  This  will  be  a great  surprise  to  many.  It 
appears  that  our  friend  and  co-worker,  who  is  a graduate  of  Carlisle 
(class  '90)  and  taught  in  one  of  our  school  rooms  but  afterwards  went 
west  finally  reaching  Phoenix,  has  been  engaged  to  Mr.  Brown  for  some 
time,  and  that  he  is  a Wyandotte,  whose  home  is  Indian  Territory.  He, 
too,  has  been  employed  at  Phoenix  and  played  on  the  football  team 
against  our  boys  when  there.  Mrs.  Brown  may  be  here  before  this  goes  to 
press  and  she  will  receive  a warm  welcome  and  shower  of  congratulations 
from  hosts  of  friends. 


One  of  the  strongest,  most  thrilling  and  earnest  talks  we  have 
listened  to  for  many  a day  was  from  Rev.  Dr.  King,  Secretary  of  the 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  American  Institutions,  last  Friday  morning 
at  the  opening  of  the  school. 

He  called  attention  to  his  lost  scalp  but  said  that  many  were  still 
after  it,  which  caused  laughter.  Even  arrows  that  people  shoot  at  him 
touch  the  top  of  his  smooth  head  and  glance  off.  He  used  to  think  that 
Major  Pratt  was  wrong  in  his  ideas  on  the  Indian  question,  but 
acknowledged  that  through  the  magnificent  results  of  the  Carlisle  idea 
he  had  been  converted.  All  sorts  of  races  have  come  to  our  country  and 
this  nation  has  succeeded  in  making  American  citizens  of  them,  and  yet 
the  natives  are  the  last  to  be  taken  into  the  body  politic. 
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The  cold  wave  was  a good  one. 

That  was  a "grate"  break  in  the  boiler  during  the  cold  wave. 

Miss  Bessie  Bates  of  York,  Pa.  was  among  the  callers  on  Tuesday. 

Miss  Cochran  spent  Sunday  at  her  home  in  Millerstown. 

Miss  Miller  went  to  Newville  to  see  friends  on  Washington's  birthday. 

Class  '00  will  attend  the  Susan  Society,  this  evening,  as  honored 
guests  of  the  occasion. 

Another  big  rain  storm  yesterday!  Drains,  gutters  and  streams  are 
full  to  overflowing. 

It  is  about  time  to  sing  out  the  old  line  that  winter  is  lingering  in 
the  lap  of  Spring. 

More  than  fifty  girls  have  signed  requests  to  go  to  the  country,  and 
others  are  asking  to  go. 

There  is  some  truth  this  year  in  the  saying  that  as  the  day  lengthens 
winter  strengthens. 

Miss  Lida  Standing  has  returned  to  her  professional  duties  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

Alma  Gostin,  of  Wistia,  Indian  Territory  has  been  transferred  to  our 
school  from  Lincoln  Institute. 

A new  graphaphone,  managed  by  Major  Pratt,  afforded  great  amusement  on 
Saturday  night  for  the  student  body. 

Assistant  band-master,  lames  Wheelock,  played  his  clarinet  for  the 
people  of  Easton,  Maryland,  Tuesday  night. 

The  Y.M.C.A.  delegates  have  returned  from  Williamsport  and  report 
having  had  a good  and  most  profitable  time. 

Among  the  Februarians  mentioned  last  week  should  have  been  the  names 
of  Miss  Barr,  Dr.  Eastman  and  Irene  Eastman. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dagenett  have  moved  into  the  pleasant  rooms  over  the 
teachers'  dining  hall  that  were  formerly  occupied  by  the  teachers' 


matron . 

Irene  Eastman  found  a birthday  cake  on  the  table  at  dinner  Saturday 
evening,  and  it  had  six  candles  in  it,  one  for  each  year.  She  was  a 
very  happy  little  girl  all  day  Saturday. 

Mrs.  Eastman  has  gone  to  New  York  and  New  England  on  a lecturing 
trip.  She  gives  parlor  talks  on  interesting  and  up-to-date  topics 
pertaining  to  the  Indian  and  to  the  duties  of  a mother. 

Those  of  us  who  heard  Mrs.  Eastman's  clear  and  beautiful  enunciation 
on  the  few  occasions  of  her  brief  remarks  in  chapel  regret  that  she  did 
not  favor  the  school  with  an  address  before  going  north  on  her  lecture 
tour. 

Miss  Pauli's  classes  gave  a "Longfellow  Evening"  on  Tuesday  in  their 
pretty  school  room.  No. 6.  The  exercises  were  well  carried  out  and  it  was 
a pleasure  to  look  upon  the  interested  and  bright  faces  of  her  boys  and 
girls. 

Mrs.  Dorsett,  Manager  of  Girls'  Department,  has  returned  from  her  home 
in  Chicago,  and  reports  a delightful  visit.  On  Washington's  birthday 
she  listened  to  President  Dacob  Schurman  of  the  Cornell  University  and 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  to  the  Philippines.  He  addressed  the  Union 
League  Club  at  the  Auditorium,  on  Expansion,  and  Mrs.  Dorsett  is  now  an 
ardent  expansionist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  have  arrived,  Mr.  Warner  to  take  charge  of  the 
athletics . 

Tonight,  Mr.  Beitzel  and  Mr.  Thompson,  the  Invincibles;  Misses  Burgess 
and  Carter  the  Standards;  Miss  Campbell,  the  Susans. 

Rt.  Rev.  Hohn  Shanley,  Bishop  of  North  Dakota,  Rev.  Dr.  Patrick  T. 
Hones,  under  escort  of  Rev.  H.G.  Ganss  were  out  to  see  the  school  and 
Catholic  pupils  on  Monday. 

As  we  go  to  press  arrangements  are  about  completed  for  a Musicale  to 
be  given  by  Mrs.  Sawyer's  music  class.  Only  invited  guests  will  be 
present.  There  will  be  two  pianos,  and  a musical  treat  is  expected. 

Bishop  Shanley,  of  North  Dakota,  and  Rev.  Ganss,  of  Carlisle,  are 
giving  our  one  hundred  and  fifty  Catholic  students  special  instruction 
twice  a day,  this  week,  in  preparation  for  communion  service  next  Sunday 
when  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese  will  be  present. 

William  Neal,  Emmanuel  Powlas  Samuel  Barker,  Arthur  Bonnicastle  and 
Ulysses  Ferris  have  enlisted  in  the  Army  and  left  for  New  York  and 
Manila  Wednesday.  The  last  three  named  were  of  the  Sophomore  Class 
which  boasts  of  six  men  now  under  Uncle  Sam. 

A small  regiment  of  little  fellows  tried  to  celebrate  the  birthday  of 
the  father  of  our  country  by  playing  on  rafts  in  the  flooded  meadow 
below  the  dam  of  the  skating  pond.  They  grew  so  tired  that  they  had  to 
go  to  bed  and  remain  very  still  all  the  afternoon.  It  was  sociable 
evening,  too,  but  they  must  have  played  exceedingly  hard  for  they  could 
not  get  up  out  of  bed.  Next  time  maybe  they  will  not  run  in  cold  water 
waist  deep  just  for  fun  when  they  had  been  told  to  keep  from  getting  wet 
feet  and  were  provided  with  overshoes. 

Rev.  W.W.  Soule,  of  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  is  with  us.  Mr.  Soule  is  the 
Methodist  Missionary  among  the  Oneida  people,  and  from  his  talk,  and  a 
handsomely  illustrated  booklet  recently  published,  showing  the  advance 
those  Indians  are  making,  Mr.  Soule  is  doing  a work  that  is  telling.  He 
is  a broad-minded  gentleman,  and  would  not  encourage  an  Indian  to  remain 
on  the  reservation  if  he  could  get  something  better  to  do  outside  than 
he  can  find  to  do  at  home.  He  sees  all  the  drawbacks  and  means  to 
obviate  difficulties  that  seem  to  hinder  the  progress  of  the  Indians. 

All  enjoyed  his  visit  and  hope  that  he  will  soon  come  this  way  again. 

Orders  are  coming  for  the  Commencement  number  of  the  Red  Man  which 
will  be  out  a little  later  than  the  fifteenth  of  March  so  as  to  give  the 
proceedings  in  full.  This  number  will  contain  the  portraits  of  eight  or 
ten  eminent  people  who  will  be  here.  Single  copies,  five  cents.  Six 
copies  25  cents.  Do  you  wish  to  send  some  by  friends?  We  will  mail 
them  without  cost  of  postage  if  addresses  and  money  are  left  with  or 
sent  to  us.  This  will  be  a good  number  to  send  to  friends.  Order  a 
hundred  and  let  us  send  them  broadcast,  but  order  soon  so  we  may  know 
how  many  to  print.  If  each  subscriber  of  the  HELPER  would  order  ONE  or 


a HALF-DOZEN  see  what  a wealth  of  information  about  the  Indians  the 
people  would  get!  We  are  ready  for  ten  thousand  orders! 
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PRAYERLESS. 

So  many  of  us  saw  Will  Carleton  when  he  gave  his  lecture  in  town  this 
Fall,  and  were  so  charmed  with  his  general  manner  in  conversation  that 
what  he  says  in  the  papers  is  read  with  even  greater  interest  then 
before. 

The  great  poet,  in  his  interesting  magazine.  Every  Where,  telling  of  a 
visit  to  Ann  Arbor  University,  says  that  he  got  up  early  to  attend 
morning  prayers  in  the  chapel.  Walking  across  the  campus  he  met  a lady 
student,  and  asked  where  the  chapel  was,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  he 
was  not  too  late  for  prayers. 

"Prayers!"  she  exclaimed.  "No,  we  do  not  have  those  now.  I hear  they 
used  to,  before  my  time  here.  Then  they  changed  it  to  'vespers,'  and 
then  the  chapel  had  to  be  repaired,  and  the  vespers  were  never  resumed." 

"More  strategy  than  religion  in  that  arrangement, " said  Mr.  Carleton. 

"Our  president  is  a diplomat,  you  know,"  replied  the  girl,  with  a bit 
of  a smile. 

Says  this  poet  of  good  sense,  "A  college  that  commences  its  daily  work 
without  public  acknowledgment  to  the  great  Source  of  all  blessings,  and 
a petition  for  continued  help,  needs  a revision  of  its  rules." 


RAILROADS  MELT  THE  LINES  OF  FACTION. 


Railroad  buildings  in  Oklahoma  is  starting  new  industries,  hatching 
new  towns  that  will  grow  and  help  to  make  the  territory  rich  and 
beautiful  and  powerful,  helping  to  melt  the  lines  of  faction  into 
industrial  enthusiasm  and  political  harmony.  -[Watonga  Rep'bc'n. 


A GOOD  COUNTRY  RECORD. 


Willie  Schanadore  who  lives  in  Penn's  Manor  went  up  one  grade  in  his 
school  on  Washington's  birthday. 

His  lowest  average  was  in  Physiology  - 78.  In  Arithmetic  he  received 
100  several  times  during  the  term. 


THE  BLUE  CLUB. 


There  has  been  organized  at  the  girls'  quarters  "The  Blue  Club." 

Its  object  is  to  drive  away  the  blues.  This  may  seem  paradoxical,  but 
the  bright  smiling  face  of  the  Club,  comparatively  speaking,  shows  the 
combination  not  to  be  "contrary  to  ascertained  truth." 

The  charter  members  of  this  Club  are  Alice  McCarthy,  Grace  Warren  and 
Fannie  Harris.  Pearl  LaChapelle  and  Ada  Sockbeson  also  wear  the  badge, 
and  on  Washington's  birthday,  three  new  members  - Misses  Senseney, 

Stuart  and  Mclntire  were  initiated. 

The  mysterious  and  merry  initiation  rites  are  strictly  secret.  Miss 
Senseney  won  the  prize  badge  and  wears  it  proudly.  The  last  meeting  was 
held  in  Grace  Warren's  and  Alice  McCarthy's  room,  which  was  tastefully 
decorated.  The  ladies  brought  their  fancy  work  and  all  say  they  had  a 
happy  meeting.  Dainty  refreshments  were  served. 

The  newly  elected  members  who  will  give  up  there  rooms  to  Commencement 
visitors  are  invited  by  the  Club  to  share  its  quarters. 


AT  THE  SUSANS. 


At  the  meetings  of  the  Susan  Longstreth  Literary  Society  last  Friday 
night  the  following  officers  were  elected: 

President,  Pearl  LaChapelle;  Vice  President,  Augusta  Nash;  Recording 
Secretary,  Melinda  Metoxen;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Nora  Denny; 
Treasurer,  Ella  Sturm;  Reporter,  Mattie  Parker;  Marshal,  Minnie  Reed; 


Critic,  Mrs.  DeLossj  Asst.  Critic,  Dolly  Johnson. 

Miss  Burgess,  at  the  request  of  the  president,  criticized  the 
society.  She  observed  lack  of  conformity  to  parliamentary  usage  and 
urged  the  society  to  study  parliamentary  rule  in  order  to  conduct  the 
meetings  without  embarrassment  and  in  due  form. 


SELF-CONTROL  IN  ONE  OF  OUR  FOUR  YEAR  OLDS. 


John  Bakeless,  the  little  son  of  Professor  Bakeless,  gave  a display  of 
self-control  the  other  day  that  would  do  well  for  any  of  his  older 
friends  to  emulate. 

Fie  may  not  be  able  to  read  the  following,  so  it  will  not  spoil  him  to 
relate  the  incident. 

Mr.  Simon  took  him  to  town  to  buy  candy,  which  John  likes  very  much 
and  badly  wanted.  But  when  the  little  fellow  secured  the  package  he  put 
it  unopened  in  his  pocket. 

"Don't  you  want  it?"  asked  Mr.  Simon. 

"Oh,  yes,"  said  John,  "but  I never  eat  between  meals!" 


Enigma . 

A am  made  of  nine  letters. 

My  8,  2,  5,  3 is  a part  of  some  fence. 

My  3,  2,  6,  9 belongs  to  a cripple. 

My  6,  5,  3,  9 has  more  feet  than  a mule. 

My  7,  2,  8 belongs  to  a small  boat. 

My  1,  5,  4,  9 is  what  small  boys  and  bugs  often  do. 

My  8,  9,  4,  2,  5,  3 is  a way  storekeepers  sell  goods. 

My  whole  is  the  name  of  a city  of  the  United  States.  This  city  when 
compared  with  others  always  has  more. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Commencement. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : They  Can  Have  Him"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Oct  1999  16:32:04  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : they  can  have  him... the  child 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I have  been  thinking  about  a response  to  your  question.  I find  myself 
looking  at  two  ways.  One  side  feels  that  an  Indian  child  should  stay 
with  their  own  people  preferably  their  own  family  relations,  or  other 
members  of  the  same  tribe,  and  if  not  then  with  another  Indian  family. 

In  another  way  there  I feel  that  if  the  adoptive  family  is  a good  one, 
which  is  hard  to  measure  by  clearly  objective  standards  other  than  a 
boilerplate  set  of  initial  requirements  it  is  hard  to  judge  a family. 

I have  known  a number  of  Indians  who  went  on  the  Mormon  Placement 
program  some  of  them  did  really  well,  others  committed  suicide.  I don't 
think  you  can  judge  everyone  based  on  racial  classification.  It  is  not 
in  the  interests  of  the  Constitution  and  it's  guarantees  that  we  set 
standards  based  on  race.  But  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  there  is  one 
exception  when  it  comes  to  native  americans. 

Everything  with  Natives  is  based  on  racial  classification,  blood 
quantum  and  enrollment.  This  standard  sometimes  cuts  both  ways  and  adds 
a layer  of  bureaucracy  that  compounds  the  problems  it  is  to  help. 

I remember  as  a story  of  a family,  composed  of  two  tribes,  the  father 
one  tribe  and  the  mother  of  another.  They  had  two  sons,  Michael  and 
Alphonso.  The  way  things  happened  with  them  is  that  both  parents  died. 

I remember  the  court  hearing  where  both  tribes  made  an  entry  to 
determine  their  custody  and  guardianship.  I was  their  guardian  ad  litem. 


The  hearing  lasted  all  day  and  into  the  night.  Each  tribe  presented 
their  arguments,  home  studies,  and  family  relatives  from  both  sides. 

The  testimony  was  filled  with  emotion  and  a decision  had  to  me  made. 

The  boys  were  present  and  they  asked  me  if  they  could  talk  to  the  judge 
alone.  I made  the  request  and  the  judge  took  them  into  his  chambers.  He 
asked  them  what  do  you  thing  should  be  done  with  you?  Who  do  you  want 
to  live  with?  The  boys  were  quiet  and  after  a little  bit  cried  their 
hearts  out,  saying  they  cared  for  both  sides  of  the  family  and  did  not 
want  to  hurt  the  other.  The  one  thing  they  asked  the  judge  to  do  was 
that  when  he  made  a decision  that  he  put  the  boys  together,  because 
they  loved  one  another  and  they  were  all  they  had. 

The  hearing  continued  for  a few  more  hours  and  then  the  judge  left  the 
court  room  and  returned.  He  spoke  both  families  and  felt  that  each 
family  had  presented  their  sides  with  alot  of  information  about  where 
the  children  should  go.  He  decided  the  boys  should  be  separated  and 
one  go  to  each  side. 

There  was  a wailing  and  cry  I can  still  hear  by  the  boys,  as  they 
clung  on  to  each  other  and  had  to  separated  by  force  be  each  family  to 
take  them  back  to  their  own  reservations . It  was  heart  rending  and  so 
it  was  they  were  separated  and  taken  to  different  homes. 

I have  often  thought  about  it  and  I think  the  concerns  of  the  child  did 
not  weigh  alot  to  the  needs  of  the  tribes  and  families  involved. 

I have  seen  many  cases  like  this,  some  involving  custody  issues, 
adoptions,  guardianship  of  handicapped  children,  mineral  rich  children, 
to  mixed  bloods  who  were  all  shades  of  color.  I remember  one  child 
called  Thundershield  that  had  blood  from  several  tribes  but  not  enough 
for  enrollment  in  any  of  them,  so  he  was  left  to  state  custody.  Some 
of  the  families  were  Indian,  some  White,  some  foreign  and  in  each  case 
it  is  hard  to  weigh  all  that  is  presented  as  each  side  looks  through 
rose  colored  glasses. 

I wish  I could  say  cut  and  dry  which  is  the  best  way  to  go,  but  I 
can't,  because  who  can  know  the  hearts  of  men,  whether  native,  tribal, 
white,  black  or  their  families.  I worked  with  180  children's  cases 
over  a number  of  years  and  from  time  to  time  I run  across  them  by 
accident  and  I wonder  if  I did  everything  I could  have  for  the  kids  I 
worked  with.  I remember  Michael  and  Alphonso  and  many  others.  Some 
cases  worked  out  and  others  did  not  and  that  is  the  sorrow  of  it  all. 

I can't  speak  for  Mormons,  white  people,  Utah  or  Indians  and  their 
tribes.  All  I would  say  is  that  the  leadership,  judges  and  caseworkers 
have  a daunting  job  that  is  difficult.  At  present  I had  a young  lady 
who  happened  to  come  to  me  by  chance  looking  for  her  family,  she  was 
adopted  in  the  early  70's,  she  was  taken  from  her  mother  who  was 
drinking  and  then  sent  to  New  York  where  she  grew  up. 

I could  see  the  longing  in  her  eyes  to  know  her  place  in  the  world  and 
though  she  is  a native,  she  is  not  enrolled.  Her  life  has  been  good 
and  the  family  she  went  to  treated  her  well. 

I guess  such  things  can't  be  decided  in  a forum  like  this.  It  is  an 
individual  case  by  case  situation  with  real  lives  in  the  balance  and  it 
is  mixed  with  the  human  frailties  of  pride,  power,  arrogance  at  times 
and  for  the  most  part  seems  to  lacking  compassion,  real  understanding 
and  the  required  exercise  of  care  by  those  who  are  dealing  with  such 
matters  and  this  I believe  crosses  all  lines  of  color.  I will  tell  you 
there  are  some  nights  when  I wonder  about  these  children  who  came  my 
way  and  how  they  are  doing  now.... 

"RE : Poem:  Empty  Pot"  

Date:  Tue,  07  Sep  1999  19:41:26  -0500 
From:  nokwisa  <swillett@ro. com> 

Sub j : empty  pot 

the  pot  sat 
hand  thrown 
blackened 
with  soot 


dry 

rock  hard  in  fact 
but  still  unfired 

i am  the  firekeeper 
said  one 

i am  the  wood  hauler 
said  another 
it  is  my  oven 
said  the  tall  one 
it  is  my  pot 
said  the  smaller  one 

the  pot  sat 

rain  came 
and  thunder 
more  sun 
and  dry 

the  pot  sat 

dog  wandered  by 
wagging  his  tail  at 
the  firekeeper 
the  wood  hauler 
the  tall  one 
and  the  smaller  one 

the  tail  wagged 
and  knocked  the  pot 
leaving  it  cracked 
upon  the  earth 

i am  only  the  dog 
he  said 

nokwisa  c.  1999 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Mar  2000  06:21:50  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  19-25 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

19 

The  land  is  rich  in  abundance  for  those  who  know  where  to  look. 

20 

In  the  song  of  the  ocean,  I find  healing. 

21 

Let  me  be  like  the  dolphin  --  joyous  in  the  knowledge  of  my  freedom 

22 

The  sun's  light  brings  new  life  --  the  moon's  glow,  renewal. 

23 

In  each  of  us  dwells  the  fountainhead  of  greatness. 

24 

The  creative  source  is  also  the  source  of  life. 

25 

Each  of  us  must  aspire  to  the  heights  of  our  own  abilities. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE ; Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  12  March  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  01:39:07  -0500 
From:  Unit  4 <UnitIV@SPUTUM.com> 

Sub j : Radford  University  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

The  Native  American  Fleritage  Association  (NAFIA)  of  Radford  University 
presents  in  13th  Annual  NAHA  Pow  Wow,  March  31  and  April  1,  2000. 

FREE  ADMISSION:  INDOOR  EVENT 

This  year's  theme:  Honoring  the  Elders 

MC:  John  Blackfeather  Jefferies 

Arena  Director:  Garland  Humble  Bear  Lesson 

Drums:  Star  Wheel  (northern).  Red  Heart  (southern) 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Ernie  Carlson  (Begay) 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Jane  Richardson 

Special  Guest:  Lowery  Begay;  hoop  dancing  and  flute  music 

Special  Events:  Gourd  Dance  and  Snake  Dance 

Other  drums  and  singers  welcome,  as  are  all  dancers. 

Food  by  Oxendine  Catering 

20+  Vendors  (sorry,  no  more  vendor  space  available) 

Special  events  and  vendor  activities  for  kids. 

Give-aways,  blanket  dances  and  raffles. 

The  Vevita  Color  Guard  of  Washington  DC  will  be  presenting  the  colors 
and  honoring  their  fallen  founder  and  fellow  warrior  Norman  Drywater. 
Location:  Dedmon  Athletic  Center,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
4 miles  north  of  1-81  from  exit  109,  follow  signs  in  town. 

Doors  open  from  6 to  11  PM  Friday  March  31,  and  9 AM  to  10  PM 
Saturday  April  1. 

For  more  info:  naha-clb@runet.edu  or  call  540-381-8538 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  15:38:19  GMT 
From:  "Marian  Powell"  <wyanot@hotmail . com> 
Sub j : Late  Winter/Early  Spring  Pow  Wow's 

Buffalo  Hearts'  planned  events: 

April  28-30 

Guntersville,  AL 

United  Cherokee  Intertribal 

(Christina  is  the  outgoing  princess) 


Date:  Wed,  16  Feb  2000  14:15:25  -0600 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : upcoming  events 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  Millennium  Concerts 

Fundraising  Brunch  for  the  Minnesota  Coalition  for  Battered  Women 
Sunday  , March  12,  2000 


10am  - 1pm  Martin  Luther  King  Center 
Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Brunch  $25.00/  Brunch  and  Concert  $55  - $75 
Hosted  by  the  Mississippi  Market  and  Screamin  0's 

Reserve  early  for  the  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  Concerts: 

Saturday  , March  11  at  8:00pm 
Sunday  , March  12  at  3:oopm 
AVA  Special  Events 

@ 612  673-9230  for  more  information 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Winona  LaDuke 

Thursday,  March  9,  2000  § 8:00pm 

Macalester  College  - Weyerhaeuser  Chapel  - 1600  Grand  Avenue 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Winona  LaDuke  will  discuss  her  nonfiction  debut,  "All  Our  Relatives: 

Native  Struggles  for  Land  and  Life".  (South  End  Press) 

This  event  is  free  and  open  to  the  public. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

University  of  Minnesota  - Twin  Cities  Campus 

An  Evening  with  LESLIE  MARMON  SILKO 

The  41st  Annual  Doseph  Warren  Beach  Memorial  Lecture 

Tuesday,  March  14,  2000  at  8:00pm 

Twin  Cities  Campus,  West  Bank 

Ted  Mann  Concert  Hall 

A reception  will  follow  this  FREE  event.  No  advance  tickets  required. 

For  more  information  : 612-625-3363 

Presented  by  the  English  Dept,  and  Co-sponsored  by  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts 


Date:  Mon,  24  Han  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans. 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 


Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 


California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
HOST  GOURD  SOCIETY:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361, 

or  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 


Date:  Sun,  09  3an  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 


To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 


POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:51:59  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Haskell  Powwow 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS  is  having  their  annual 
powwow  May  12  thru  May  14,  2000.  If  anyone  is  interested  please  call 
or  email  me  for  more  information.  (785)  749-8485 


Date:  Mon,  6 Mar  2000  17:20:29  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Reminder:  Winter  Gathering  2000  on  MARCH  18TH  AND  19TH  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Kriss  Gadomski"  <krissg@infinet . com> 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

lust  a reminder  of  The  Ohio  Center  for  Native  American  Affairs' 

Winter  Gathering  2000  on  MARCH  18TH  AND  19TH  2000.  As 
previously  announced  the  date  has  been  changed  from  the 
11th  and  12th  due  to  scheduling  conflicts. 

The  Gathering  will  be  held  on  the  Fort  Hayes  Career  Center 
Campus  located  at  546  lack  Gibbs  Boulevard,  Columbus  Ohio, 
in  Room  106  of  the  Health  Education  Building. 

The  main  feature  of  this  Gathering  is  a drum  making  workshop. 

It  is  not  too  late  to  order  your  kit.  Cost  of  the  kit  is  $50.00,  that 
includes  the  cedar  drum  round,  elk  hide,  and  drum  stick  materials. 

Email  us  at  the  address  listed  below.  THE  CUT  OFF  FOR  ORDERING 
DRUM  MATERIALS  IS  MARCH  7TH . You  may  bring  your  own  materials. 

There  will  also  be  a Community  Circle  so  bring  your  own  project  and  work 
among  friends.  There  will  be  quilting,  beading,  and  basket  making.  Come 
to  work  or  come  to  teach  and  share!  The  Burial  Rights  Support  Group 
will  be  there  working  on  the  Peltier  Quilt  and  on  shaws. 

There  is  no  cost  to  attend  the  Winter  Gathering.  Donations  will 
be  accepted  to  help  cover  the  cost  of  the  food  provided  and  to 
help  cover  administrative  costs  and  scholarship  costs. 

Email  us  at  ocnaa@yahoo.com  for  further  information! 

Thanks! 

Kristine  Gadomski 
e-mail:  krissg@infinet.com 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail.harvard.edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 


Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Af ricans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist : lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 


Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Do  Anne  Steele;  MC:  lolo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
3osh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  lunior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7012.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

3ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  C0N3UNCTI0N  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  lacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  3UCTI0N  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTI0N,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 
From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 
Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 


Gary, 


Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis , Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 


e-mail : os sah at chee@h amiltonchamben.org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamben.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I've  got  so  far. . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~Lower  South~ 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 

-Alabama- 

Mar.  25-26:  186th  Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  the  Horseshoe,  at  Horseshoe 
Bend  National  Military  Park,  Alabama  Hwy.  49,  Daviston.  There  will  be  living 
history  demonstrations;  flintlock  musketry  & artillery  demonstrations;  an 
encampment  of  regular  & militia  soldiers;  demonstrations  of  Creek,  Cherokee, 
and  Seminole  lifeways.  Activities  take  place  from  9am-4pm. 

Info:  Dohn  Reid  or  Ove  Densen  (256)  234-7111. 


Apr.  1-2:  Indian  Dance  Festival,  (not  a pow  wow)  at  Desoto  Caverns  Park, 
Childersburg.  Info:  Doe  Beckham  (800)  933-2283. 


Apr.  2-30:  Birmingham  International  Festival  Salute  to  Native  Americans,  an 
exhibition  at  the  Birmingham  Civil  Rights  Institute,  520  16th  St., 

Birmingham.  Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  10am-5pm;  Sun.  l-5pm. 

Info:  Bessie  Alexander  (205)  328-9696. 

Apr.  8:  Ancestor  Swap  Meet,  200  Broad  St.,  Gadsden.  A chance  to  swap 
genealogy  lessons  with  researchers  from  around  the  country. 

Info:  Fred  Nicholson  (256)  546-7345. 

Apr.  11:  Native  American  Student  Art  Exhibit  Reception,  at  Birmingham  Museum 
of  Art,  2000  8th  Ave.  North,  Birmingham.  Reception  is  5:30pm-7:00pm. 

Exhibits  will  be  in  the  Museum's  Sonat  Gallery  from  April  10th  thru 
April  28th.  Info:  Iris  Gross  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  14-16:  Native  American  Street  Festival,  at  Linn  Park,  Birmingham.  This 
will  be  a cultural  haven  of  Native  American  traditions,  lifestyles  and  arts. 
Rita  Coolidge  will  be  the  headline  entertainer.  Times:  10am-7pm,  Fri.  & Sat. 
10am-6pm,  Sun.  Check  out  www.bifsalutes.org  for  attractions  & activities 
relating  to  this  event.  Vendors  may  contact  Becky  Hill  at 
bifbecky@bellsouth.net.  For  further  info,  contact  Becky  Hill  or 
Iris  Gross  at  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  21-23:  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow,  at  Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander 
City.  HD:  Bird  Chopper;  HM:  Chris  Red  Wolf  Perez  ; HL:  Mary  Morning  Dove 
Verrett;  AD:  Chuck  Morris;  MC:  Rick  Bird.  School  Day  is  9am-2pm  on  Friday, 
with  gates  open  til  4:00pm.  A limited  amount  of  primitive  camping  is 
available  on-site,  and  the  park  has  over  300  improved  campsites  available  at 
reasonable  rates.  Wind  Creek  State  Park  is  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Martin,  and  has  boat  launch  areas,  swimming  & picnic  areas,  fishing  piers  & 
a camp  store. 

For  more  information  & reservations,  call  1-800-ALAPARK . Grand  Entries  for 
the  competition  pow  wow  are  11am  & 6pm  on  Saturday,  and  1pm  on  Sunday. 
Admission  charged.  Vendors  by  invitation  only. 

Info:  Sandy  Faulk  (334)  541-2505. 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County  Fairgrounds 
Anniston.  Student  Days:  Weds. -Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow  wow  times:  Fri., 
5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12  noon  Sunday. 

HD:  TBA;  HM:  Anthony  Waters;  HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native  American  Honor 
Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker.  This  is  a 
non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  drums  & 
dancers . 

Info:Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail:  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com. 

Apr.  28-30:  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
Guntersville  National  Guard  Armory,  on  Creek  Path  Road,  off  of  Hwy.  79, 
Guntersville.  Schedule:  Fri.,  Childrens  Day  from  8am-3pm.  GO:  7:30am, 

GE:  9am  (demonstration  dancing),  GC:  10:30pm.  Concessions  open  7:30am-7:00pm 
Bonfire  from  7pm-10pm.  Vendors  are  welcome  to  stay  open  during  bonfire;  Sat. 
GO:  8am,  registration  deadline  for  Princess  contest.  Dance  & Drum  competition 
is  10:30am.  Dance  & Princess  registration  fee  is  $3.00.  Over  $7,000.00  is 
available  for  Dance  prize  money.  Drum  competition  has  $1,000.00  in  prize 
money.  All  Native  American  Drums  are  welcome.  GE:  11am,  competition  from 
noon  til  8pm.  There  will  also  be  an  archery  competition  sponsored  by  Taylor 
Self  Bows.  Bonfire  7pm  til  10pm  - vendors  may  remain  open.  GC:  10:30pm;  Sun., 
GO:  10am,  GE:  12  noon,  competition  finals  from  1pm  til  5pm.  HD:  White  Horse 
Singers;  HM:  Running  Horse  Spirit  Smith;  HL:  Dorothy  Helton;  AD:  Gary 
Thunder  Eagle  Tousey;  MC:  TBA.  Grounds  security  & EMT  service  will  be 
provided . 

Admission:  $5.00  - adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12.  Concessions,  shower 
facilities,  handicap  facilities  available.  Free  primitive  camping  available 
for  dancers  & drums. 

Vendor  info:  Dames  Moon,  PO  Box  169,  Holly  Pond,  AL  35083 

(256)  796-8900;  Drum  & Dancers  contact:  Gina  Williamson,  5005  Elizabeth  St., 
Guntersville,  AL  35976  (256)  582-0114;  Schools  & youth  groups  contact:  Trish 


Pearce,  1226  Alabama  Hwy.  68,  Albertville,  AL  35951  (256)  878-0758. 

Apr.  29-30:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot,  at  Tannehill 
Ironworks  Historical  State  Park,  McCalla.  Archery  competition  using 
traditional  bows  & arrows.  Benefits  go  to  Children's  Hospital.  Sat., 

8am-5pmj  Sun.,  8am-2pm.  Info:  Helon  Riggins  (205)  477-5711. 

May  6-7:  Russell  Cave  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport.  Times:  Sat.,  10am-4pmj  Sun.,  9am-3pm.  No  admission 
charge.  Info:  David  Walker  (256)  495-2677. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in  Wetumpka  at 
7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon  their  removal 
to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing,  McFarland  Park  in 
Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in  Tuscumbia. 

Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911, 
or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around 
a native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged. 

Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe  (256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head.  Head  staff  & entertainment  TBA.  On-site 
camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission  charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail:  ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Note:  for  further  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau 
of  Tourism  & Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927,  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  the  state's  pow  wows  & information  on 
Alabama's  seven  state-recognized  Indian  Tribes,  contact  the  Alabama  Indian 
Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104,  or 
call  (334)  242-2831. 

~Florida~ 

Mar.  16:  Winds  of  Change  Art  Gala,  Coral  Springs.  Meet  artists  & celebrity 
guests  of  the  American  Indian  Festival  aboard  the  yacht.  Savannah.  Proceeds 
benefit  homeless  women  with  children.  Info:  the  Barcole  Foundation  (954) 
924-6344  or  e-mail:  barcole2@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-18:  Winds  of  Change  American  Indian  Festival,  Coral  Gables.  Concerts 
celebrity  appearances,  arts  & crafts,  and  intertribal  dancing.  Info:  the 
Barcole  Foundation  (954)  924-6344  or  e-mail:  barcole2@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  24-26:  Florida  Indian  Hobbyist  Association  Pow  Wow,  St.  Lucie  County 
Fairground,  Fort  Pierce.  Info:  (561)  466-7379  or  e-mail:  hightyed@aol.com 

Mar.  24-26:  Red  Hawk  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Florida  Botanical  Gardens,  Largo. 
Info:  (727)  397-1782/fax:  397-7662. 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  16th  Annual  Chambers  Farm  Native  American  Gathering, 
(festival  & pow  wow)  at  Chambers  Farm,  State  Route  315,  Orange  Springs. 


LOUISIANA 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Johnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Man.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 
Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion, 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  James  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Jordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7012,  or  e-mail:  Jrouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


TEXAS 

Mar.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


ELSEWHERE 


Man.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Eugene  Norman,  lanet  Smith,  Martha  E Ture,  Bear  Christensen,  Dale  Mitchell, 
Renee  Still  Day,  lo-Ann,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Nancy  Thomas, 
Linda  Feather,  Debra  Sanders,  lohnny  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis,  Nokwisa 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:45:50  2000 
Date:  Tue,  21  Mar  2000  18:55:42  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NatFilm,  Paths-L, 

LPDC,  Innu-L  & Big  Mountain  mailing  lists;  KOLA  Newslist; 

Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email 
http: //www. npr . org/programs/lnfsound/ stories/current . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"If  today  I had  a young  mind  to  direct,  to  start  on  the  journey  of 
life,  and  I was  faced  with  the  duty  of  choosing  between  the  natural 
way  of  my  forefathers  and  that  of  the...  present  way  of  civilization, 

I would,  for  its  welfare,  unhesitatingly  set  that  child's  feet  in 
the  path  of  my  forefathers.  I would  raise  him  to  be  an  Indian!" 

Tom  Brown,  Dr.,  The  Tracker 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

l I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 


! Choctaw  Confederacies,  | plans  distribution  of  the 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  | Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 

[ States  Constitution,  | Nations, 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
I lourney  [ 

t The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  j 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

i I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


+- 


- + 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Many  of  our  herbs,  while  dormant,  have  already  reawakened  to  the  first 
promise  of  spring.  The  onions,  radishes,  lettuce  and  strawberries  are 
also  doing  well. 

I write  these  words  on  a Saturday.  Tomorrow  my  half-side,  lanet,  and 
I will  visit  our  brothers  caged  in  USP  Atlanta.  THe  assistant  warden  has 
determined,  for  security  (of  course),  only  the  two  of  us  may  visit  at  this 
time  of  the  Equinox....  a time  known  to  be  Sacred  to  many  beliefs.  I will 
ask  if  those  who  walk  the  Moslem  path  or  those  who  walk  the  Christian  path 
are  also  restricted  to  two  from  outside  the  stone  walls  at  this  time  of 
reawakening. 

The  contrast  between  our  garden  and  the  stark  gray  walls  we  will  visit  is 
jarring  to  the  senses.  I will  try  to  carry  the  promise  of  our  garden  in, 
rather  than  carry  the  harsh  stench  of  control  out. 

Pray  for  those  who  are  locked  away  from  our  Mother  by  stone  and  steel, 
and  from  the  ceremonies  and  songs  of  her  renewal. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

There  is  a personal  request  in  this  issue's  Native  Prisoner.  Please  read 
it  and  help  if  you  can. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  22:35:41  EST 
From:  EvolPub@aol.com 

Sub j : New  edition  of  Early  Mohawk  Vocabulary  now  available 

Evolution  Publishing  is  pleased  to  announce  publication  of  the  following 
new  volume  from  the  American  Language  Reprint  series: 

Volume  16: 

Early  Vocabularies  of  Mohawk 

Compiled  by  Harmen  Meyndertsz  van  den  Bogaert 

This  is  a collection  of  the  first  known  vocabularies  of  Mohawk  dating  from 
the  mid-17th  century.  It  features  a 1635  vocabulary  of  about  200  words  from 


the  anonymous  Journey  into  the  Mohawk  Country,  ascribed  to  Harmen  van  den 
Bogaert.  The  volume  also  includes  Wassenaer's  numerals  and  month  names  of 
1624,  and  15  words  from  Megapolensis ' s word  list  of  1644. 

1999  ~ 47pp.  ~ clothbound  ~ ISBN  1-889758-14-0  ~ $16.00 


For  further  information  on  this  and  other  titles  in  this  series: 
http: //www. net axs . com/~salvucci/ALR/ALRbooks . html 
Evolution  Publishing 
evolpub@aol . com 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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RE:  Native  Hawaiians  Denounce  US  Supreme  Court  Ruling" 


Date:  Fri,  3 Mar  2000  13:36:57  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  Hawaiians  denounce  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling,  vow  protests 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


Native  Hawaiians  denounce  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling,  vow  protests 
By  BRUCE  DUNFORD 
Associated  Press  Writer 

HONOLULU  (AP)  - Art  Frank  served  his  country  proudly  for  four  years  in 
the  Air  Force,  but  now  feels  he  is  no  longer  an  American. 

Frank,  56,  is  upset  and  angry  with  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court's  ruling  last 
week  striking  down  as  unconstitutional  the  state  law  that  allows  only 
Hawaiians  to  vote  for  trustees  of  the  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs. 

That  office  is  a state  agency  that  oversees  a $377  million  trust  and 
numerous  programs  for  200,000  Native  Hawaiians. 

"For  me  as  a Hawaiian,  I don't  give  a rat's  what  those  haoles 
(Caucasians)  say  from  6,000  miles  away,"  Frank  told  a state  Senate  hearing 
Wednesday  on  the  impact  of  the  high  court's  ruling. 

"I  was  an  American  first  and  a Hawaiian  second,  but  you  know  what,  no 
more.  Today,  I'm  a Hawaiian  first  and  foremost.  I could  care  less  about 
the  United  States  of  America." 

Some  Hawaiians  say  Hawaii's  vital  airports  and  harbors  may  be  targeted 
for  disruptive  protests  in  the  wake  of  a ruling  they  believe  threatens  all 
state  and  federal  programs  for  the  islands'  indigenous  people,  including 
the  200,000-acre  Hawaiian  Home  Lands  trust  that  provides  $l-a-year  leases 
on  home  and  farm  lots. 

Mililani  Trask,  one  of  nine  OHA  trustees,  announced  plans  Wednesday  for 
strategic  acts  of  civil  disobedience  because  of  the  court's  ruling  that 
the  Hawaiians-only  restriction  violated  the  15th  Amendment's  ban  on 


racial  discrimination  in  voting. 

"We're  calling  upon  our  people  now  and  commit  ourselves  to  rise  up  to 
engage  in  acts  of  civil  disobedience/'  said  Trask,  a veteran  Hawaiian 
activist  and  the  former  leader  of  Ka  Lahui  Hawaii,  one  of  the  largest 
groups  pushing  for  federal  recognition  of  sovereignty  for  Hawaiians. 

Airports  and  harbors  are  being  targeted  because  they  are  on  public  lands, 
known  as  ceded  lands,  and  under  state  law  OHA  is  entitled  to  20  percent  of 
the  state's  revenues  from  those  lands. 

The  Hawaii  Supreme  Court  now  is  considering  OHA's  claim  for  additional 
revenues  from  lands  used  for  public  housing  and  a state-owned  hospital. 
Those  revenues  could  total  $1  billion. 

"If  the  state  is  going  to  dismantle  our  trust,  then  we  will  counter 
their  move  by  going  to  our  trust  lands  and  stopping  their  activities  and 
demanding  that  they  pay  the  rent,"  she  said. 

Other  protest  targets  are  the  University  of  Hawaii  and  the  international 
observatory  complex  atop  the  13,796-foot  Mauna  Kea  on  the  Big  Island,  both 
of  which  are  on  ceded  lands,  Trask  said. 

Later  Wednesday,  Gov.  Ben  Cayetano  called  Trask's  plans  "irresponsible." 

State  Transportation  Director  Kazu  Hayashida  said  protests  that  disrupt 
operations  at  the  docks  or  the  airports  will  not  be  tolerated. 

"They  could  be  there,  but  hopefully  not  trying  to  block  the  entrances," 
Hayashida  said.  "If  they  do  that,  then  we  will  take  certain  kinds  of 
actions  - police  or  whatever  we  need." 

OHA  trustee  chairman  Clayton  Hee  said  a majority  of  the  board  believes 
any  acts  of  civil  disobedience  are  inappropriate  before  all  other  remedies 
under  the  law  are  exhausted. 

"It's  premature,  it  preempts  the  process  and  it's  unwise,  inappropriate 
and  unnecessary  at  this  time,"  Hee  said. 

The  call  for  public  protests  was  provoked  by  Cayetano 's  announcement 
immediately  after  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  that  he  would  name  interim  OHA 
trustees  to  replace  the  elected  trustees. 

"From  where  I sit,  those  positions  are  vacant,"  Cayetano  said.  "The 
attorney  general  so  advised  me,  so  working  on  that  advice,  I have  decided 
that  I have  to  replace  the  trustees." 

Hee  and  other  Hawaiian  leaders  objected,  saying  the  governor  jumped  the 
gun  and  should  have  awaited  instructions  from  the  federal  court  over 
whether  the  sitting  trustees  have  to  vacate  their  seats. 

The  court  could  say  the  trustees  can  remain  in  office  until  the  next  OHA 
election  in  which  all  Hawaii  voters  can  cast  ballots,  Hee  said. 

Trask  was  more  militant. 

"I  don't  know  how  he's  going  to  remove  me  from  my  chair  unless  he  sends 
the  police,"  she  said. 

Asked  if  disruptive  protests  might  cost  Hawaiians  sympathy  from  non- 
Hawaiians,  Trask  said,  "I'm  not  really  looking  for  sympathy,  I'm  looking 
for  justice." 

She  said  many  Native  Hawaiians  live  in  poverty,  in  poor  housing  and  in 
poor  health. 

"Now,  we  need  the  people  of  the  state  of  Hawaii  to  understand  what 
inconvenience  really  is,"  she  said. 

Trask  said  she  and  other  leaders  will  plan  their  strategy  and  train 
Hawaiians  on  how  to  engage  in  peaceful  civil  disobedience. 

"Now  is  not  the  time  for  Hawaiians  who  are  angry  to  go  out  and  engage  in 
acts  on  their  own.  Now  is  the  time  for  people  to  practice  restraint, 
follow  the  peaceful  ways,  learn  the  appropriate  ways  and  act  collectively 
so  that  our  moves  in  regard  to  civil  disobedience  will  be  strategic,"  she 
said . 

http://www.trib.com/HOMENEWS/STATE/HawaiianUnrest.html 

"RE : Aboriginal  Views  to  be  Included  in  Any  Succession"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Mar  2000  10:50:03  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu . ca> 

Sub j : News:  Aboriginal  views  to  be  included  in  any  succession  question 


Mailing  List: 


Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 


Tuesday,  Mar.  14,  2000 

Aboriginals  to  be  included  in  secession 

By  NAHLAH  AYED  --  The  Canadian  Press 

OTTAWA  (CP)  --  Aboriginals  will  have  a say  on  whether  referendum 
results  give  Quebec  or  any  other  province  the  right  to  secede  from 
Canada . 

Parliament  passed  two  amendments  Tuesday  to  Bill  C-20,  Ottawa's 
clarity  bill,  allowing  aboriginals  to  be  among  political  actors  to 
pass  judgment  on  the  result  of  any  future  secession  referendum. 

The  two  amendments,  proposed  by  New  Democrats,  were  among  403 
changes  the  Commons  has  been  considering  since  Monday  evening. 

All  but  eight  amendments  came  from  the  Bloc  Quebecois,  which  has 
kept  the  Commons  working  around  the  clock  to  stall  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Aboriginals  will  be  among  those  who  will  consider  whether  a 
referendum  question  is  clear  and  whether  the  result  indicates  a clear 
expression  of  will  to  secede  by  a clear  majority  of  the  population  of 
a province. 

While  a third  amendment  to  ensure  aboriginals  participate  in 
secession  negotiations  failed,  Phil  Fontaine  of  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations  was  pleased  with  Parliament's  decision. 

"The  Aboriginal  Peoples  of  Canada  . . . now  join  the  Senate  and  the 
legislatures  of  the  provinces  and  territories  as  governmental 
institutions  whose  views  both  on  the  clarity  of  the  question  and  the 
suitability  of  the  majority  must  be  taken  into  account." 

The  two  amendments  were  the  only  ones  to  pass  the  Commons  in  a 
two-day  marathon  that  threatened  to  extend  into  today. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Bloc  held  out  an  olive  branch  to  other  parties  by 
offering  to  vote  on  the  rest  of  the  amendments  during  regular 
business  hours. 

Nearly  20  hours  after  voting  began,  and  with  many  more  hours  to  go. 
Bloc  Leader  Gilles  Duceppe  emerged  from  the  Commons  to  discuss  the 
offer . 

Duceppe  said  Parliament  could  return  to  normal  business  if  all 
parties  agree  to  continue  voting  during  regular  hours. 

The  Liberals  wanted  no  part  of  it. 

Flouse  leader  Don  Boudria,  who  hadn't  slept  in  24  hours,  angrily 
denounced  the  Bloc's  tactics  and  said  the  offer  was  an  admission  of 
defeat . 

"There  is  only  one  way  to  end  this,  that  is  for  the  Bloc  to  stop 
this  ridiculous  stalling  mechanism,"  he  said  outside  the  Commons. 

"This  is  an  act  of  contrition  which  is  unsatisfactory.  They  have 
committed,  in  my  religion,  what  you  call  a sacrilege  and  that 
sacrilegious  behaviour  in  front  of  Canadian  taxpayers  needs  a lot 
more  than  a little  bit  of  a pious  act  of  repentance. 

"They  should  be  on  their  hands  and  knees." 

All  Bloc  amendments  raised  were  defeated  by  late  Tuesday,  which 
meant  victory  for  the  Liberals,  said  Boudria. 

"Look  guys,  we  won." 

Boudria  would  not  say  when  the  bill  will  be  up  for  third  and  final 
reading  but  said  the  Liberals  will  limit  the  time  of  that  stage. 

The  voting  was  expected  to  end  as  early  as  this  morning.  Regular 
House  business  like  question  period  was  then  expected  to  resume. 
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Gaming  Profits  Stir  Fights  Over  Tribal  Membership 
By:  TOM  GORMAN  and  DAN  MORAIN 
c.  LA  TIMES 
February  28,  2000 

The  massive  profits  generated  by  California's  Indian  casinos  are 
prompting  bitter  infighting  among  Native  Americans  over  who  qualifies  to 
reap  the  riches.  With  the  expected  passage  next  week  of  Proposition  1A-- 
the  ballot  measure  that  would  legalize  Indian  casinos  and  grant  tribes  the 
exclusive  right  to  operate  lucrative,  Nevada-style  slot  machines- -the 
stakes  of  membership  in  gaming  tribes  have  never  been  greater. 

In  San  Diego,  a splinter  group  of  Indians  is  arguing  in  court  that  it 
was  wrongly  disenfranchised  from  two  related  tribal  bands  that  today  are 
flush  with  casino  revenue. 

Near  Fresno,  some  Indians--including  the  granddaughter  of  a former 
tribal  chairman- -say  they  were  cut  out  of  a now-wealthy  gambling  tribe 
with  the  stroke  of  a pen  and  can't  get  back  in. 

And  then  there's  the  squabble  between  Pechanga  Tribal  Chairman  Mark 
Macarro,  the  main  television  spokesman  for  the  Yes  on  1A  campaign,  and  one 
of  his  first  cousins,  who  says  she  was  unfairly  dropped  as  a tribal  member 
and  denied  reinstatement. 

The  woman,  Arlene  D.  Macarro,  was  removed  from  the  Pechanga  membership 
rolls  in  1979  when  members- -including  people  who  indisputably  shared 
Pechanga  blood--were  told  to  formally  reapply  for  membership. 

The  traditional  system  for  gaining  membership--in  which  tribal  elders 
would  interview  Indians  who  claimed  Pechanga  ties--was  changed  in  1979  to 
a formalized  process  in  which  applicants  had  to  prove  blood  ties--no 
matter  how  thin--to  Pechanga  ancestors  identified  either  in  the  1940 
census  or  through  earlier  records. 

Arlene  Macarro,  who  is  one-quarter  Pechanga  Indian,  says  she  didn't 
learn  she  had  lost  her  tribal  membership  until  she  traveled  two  years  ago 
to  the  Temecula  reservation  to  visit  her  grandfather ' s grave  and  was 
denied  entry  by  security  guards. 

Since  then,  she  said,  she  has  been  unsuccessful  in  reclaiming  her  tribal 
membership. 

The  reason,  says  Mark  Macarro:  After  casino  operations  began,  the  tribe 
was  so  inundated  with  membership  applications  that  it  has  suspended 
acceptance  of  additional  members.  His  cousin,  Macarro  said,  will  have  to 
wait  at  least  another  year,  when  the  moratorium  may  be  lifted,  to  rejoin 
the  tribe. 

Throughout  California  and  the  nation,  formal  tribal  membership  was  not 
much  of  an  issue  before  the  advent  of  casinos,  because,  in  times  of 
poverty  and  struggle,  there  were  few  benefits.  That  has  changed 
dramatically. 

"There  may  have  been  two  or  three  generations  [of  Indians]  who  didn't 
care  a whit  about  their  relationship  with  the  [tribal]  community- -until 
they  read  in  the  newspaper  that  there's  now  money  available,"  said  Howard 
Dickstein,  an  attorney  who  represents  several  tribes.  "The  tribes  have 
little  or  no  time  for  these  wannabe  members  who  weren't  there  when  the 
going  was  tough . " 

About  250,000  people  living  in  California  claim  Native  American  blood, 
according  to  the  California  Research  Bureau,  an  arm  of  the  State  Library. 

About  18,000  Indians  belong  to  the  41  tribes  that  now  operate  or  have 
recently  run  casinos,  according  to  the  state's  figures. 

Most  tribes  determine  membership  by  the  applicant's  percentage  of  tribal 
blood:  one-quarter,  one-eighth  or  even  less  in  some  cases.  But  blood  ties 
do  not  necessarily  guarantee  admission.  Some  tribes  exclude  certain  blood 
relatives  if  they  have  not  participated  in  tribal  affairs,  Dickstein  said. 

Multiple  federal  court  decisions  have  affirmed  that  tribal  membership 
criteria  are  "pretty  much  up  to  the  discretion  of  the  tribe,"  said  Dorson 
Zunie,  a tribal  operations  officer  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  in 
Sacramento.  Money,  Services  Flow  to  Members 

Tribal  membership  allows  access  to  various  social,  health,  housing  and 
education  programs  funded  by  casino  profits.  Moreover,  at  the  discretion 
of  tribal  councils,  casino  proceeds  are  disbursed  to  individual  tribal 


members  as  profit-sharing  income. 

Most  tribes  do  not  disclose  how  much  money  is  shared  directly  with 
members.  Some- -including  Pechanga--say  individual  disbursements  are 
minimal.  However , some  California  Indians  have  become  wealthy,  and 
palatial  homes  now  dot  the  landscapes  of  once  barren  reservations. 

Individual  tribes  are  not  compelled  to  disclose  how  much  money  their 
casinos  make.  But  in  1997  they  collectively  estimated  their  statewide 
gross  revenue  at  about  $1.4  billion--or  about  $77,800  per  gambling  tribal 
member.  If  Proposition  1A  passes,  the  total  revenue  generated  by  52  tribes 
that  have  casinos  or  are  likely  to  open  casinos  is  expected  to  grow  to  $4. 
7 billion,  according  to  a recent  analysis  for  the  state. 

Under  the  casino  agreements  that  would  take  effect  if  Proposition  1A 
passes,  each  federally  recognized  tribe  in  California  that  does  not  offer 
reservation  gambling  will  receive  $1.1  million  a year  from  a trust  funded 
by  the  gaming  tribes. 

Before  it  had  a casino,  the  Pechanga  tribe  received  15  to  30 
applications  a year  from  people  seeking  tribal  enrollment,  Mark  Macarro 
said . 

In  1995,  after  its  casino  opened,  60  people  applied  for  membership.  The 
following  year  160  applied  and,  in  1997,  the  tribe  was  overwhelmed  with 
430  applications. 

With  about  800  members,  the  Pechangas  declared  a moratorium  to  figure 
out  how  to  process  all  the  applications,  Macarro  said. 

"We  didn't  have  all  these  applications  before,  and  one  of  the  obvious 
changes  was,  now  we  had  a casino  in  place,"  Macarro  said. 

Under  Proposition  1A,  the  Pechanga  Indians  would  be  allowed  to  replace 
their  1,333  existing  video  slot  machines  with  2,000  Las  Vegas-style  slots, 
which,  according  to  a state  analysis,  would  be  expected  to  generate  $184.3 
million  in  annual  net  profits. 

The  constitutional  measure  is  expected  to  pass  easily.  There  is  no 
organized  opposition  to  it,  and  California  tribes  have  spent  more  than  $15 
million  campaigning  for  it.  Tribes  spent  $63  million  in  1998  for 
Proposition  5,  a similar  gaming  proposal  that  won  with  64%  voter  approval 
but  was  ruled  by  the  state  Supreme  Court  to  violate  the  state's 
constitutional  ban  on  Nevada-style  casinos.  Proposition  1A  was  proposed 
by  the  Legislature  as  the  remedy  and,  unlike  Proposition  5,  will  allow 
Indian  casinos  to  use  the  Nevada-style  slot  machines. 

Given  the  increasing  revenues  for  the  Pechanga  Indians,  Arlene  Macarro 
says,  tribal  leaders  are  selfishly  blocking  her  readmission. 

"They  employed  the  moratorium  to  keep  people  off  the  rolls,  so  only  a 
handful  of  them  get  all  the  [casino]  money,"  said  the  woman,  who  has  lived 
in  Hawaii  all  her  life  and  says  she  is  impoverished.  "Once  greed  and 
ambition  take  hold,  it's  a bad  cancer.  They're  feeding  at  the  trough  like 
greedy  pigs." 

Mark  Macarro  offers  a different  perspective:  For  years,  he  said,  his 
cousin  "didn't  want  anything  to  do  with  this  poor  little  tribe.  I guess  we 
had  nothing  to  offer  her.  Arlene  is  indicative  of  a wider  group  of  people 
who  suddenly  became  interested  in  their  tribal  affiliation  after  a casino 
opens . " 

Arlene  Macarro 's  complaints  are  echoed  by  Kathy  Lewis,  who  has  been 
denied  membership  in  the  Table  Mountain  tribe  near  Fresno,  where  her 
grandfather  was  once  tribal  chairman. 

When  that  tribe--along  with  36  others  in  California--was  terminated  by 
the  Eisenhower  administration  in  the  late  1950s  in  an  effort  to  facilitate 
Indian  assimilation  into  mainstream  society,  her  grandfather  moved  to 
nearby  Fresno.  Other  Indians  remained  at  the  historic  site  of  the 
reservation . 

Those  terminations  were  largely  reversed  by  the  courts,  and  in  1983, 
Indians  who  had  remained  at  the  site  reorganized  as  a tribe.  They  later 
established  a constitution  that  specifically  identified  its  founding 
members.  Neither  Lewis  nor  her  father- -direct  descendants  of  the  former 
tribal  chairman- -were  included.  More  than  200  other  Indians  with  ties  to 
the  tribe  also  were  dropped  from  its  reconstituted  membership,  she 
estimated . 

They  complained  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Lewis  said,  and  were 


told  "there  was  nothing  we  could  do  about  it.  They  said  that  since  the 
tribe  is  a sovereign  nation,  it  can  determine  for  itself  who  the  members 
are,  and  there's  not  a thing  anyone  can  do  about  it." 

The  61  adult  members  of  the  Table  Mountain  tribe  receive  more  than  $15, 
000  a month  apiece  in  casino  profit-sharing  checks,  as  well  as  other 
lucrative  perks. 

Said  Lewis:  "What  I'm  really  bitter  about  is  not  the  [loss  of]  money, 
but  the  fact  that  Indian  people  are  really  connected  to  their  homeland, 
and  when  they  cut  off  your  connection  to  it,  it  destroys  you." 

Tribal  Administrator  Bruce  Barnes  is  unapologetic  about  Lewis'  exclusion. 
"Each  tribe  has  its  own  way  of  determining  membership,"  he  said,  "lust 
because  some  people  perceive  it  as  unfair  doesn't  mean  the  tribe  doesn't 
have  the  right  to  do  it.  Tribes  have  that  absolute  right." 

Not  only  can  tribes  decide  who  to  enroll--they  also  can  eject  members  or 
limit  their  tribal  benefits. 

Such  was  the  case  in  1991  when  the  44-member  Cabazon  Indian  tribe, 
owners  of  Fantasy  Springs  Casino  near  Palm  Springs,  barred  two  members 
from  voting  in  tribal  elections  or  receiving  any  tribal  financial 
benefits.  The  two,  including  a former  chairman,  had  accused  the  tribe's 
management  of  financial  misconduct  and  were  ordered  before  a tribal  court, 
where  they  were  stripped  of  their  tribal  rights. 

The  disputes  over  recognition  of  Indians  extend  to  entire  groups.  About 
75,000  Native  Americans  living  in  California  claim  lineage  from  about  80 
tribes  that  are  not  formally  recognized  by  the  United  States.  Almost  50  of 
those  tribes  are  seeking  federal  recognition,  including  about  20  that 
requested  it  after  a 1988  federal  law  paved  the  way  for  reservation 
gaming,  according  to  the  state's  Research  Bureau. 

If  such  groups  ultimately  win  federal  recognition,  they  next  would  seek 
reservation  land  and,  perhaps,  casinos.  Tribes  Splintered  Many  Years  Ago 

Among  those  that  are  unrecognized  is  a group  of  about  two  dozen  Indians 
who  claim  ties  to  the  Capitan  Grande  Indians,  who  once  had  a 15,000-acre 
reservation  in  San  Diego  County. 

When  the  city  of  San  Diego  purchased  the  tribe's  reservation  in  1932  to 
accommodate  a dam  and  a reservoir,  two  bands  of  the  tribe--the  Barona  and 
Viejas--used  their  proceeds--about  $2,000  per  member--to  buy  other  land 
for  use  as  separate  reservations. 

But  a few  bought  scattered  parcels  in  various  parts  of  Southern 
California . 

Led  by  Lewis  Hein,  54,  descendants  of  the  splinter  group  are  now  seeking 
recognition  to  become  their  own  tribe  or  to  be  recognized  as  part  of  the 
Barona  or  Viejas  bands  and  share  in  casino  profits. 

Hein's  group  has  sued  the  bands  and  the  federal  government  in  federal 
court,  but  so  far  has  been  unsuccessful. 

"There  is  only  one  tribe,  and  that  is  Capitan  Grande,"  said  Hein,  who  is 
a cousin  to  many  Viejas  and  Barona  members.  "We  never  really  wanted  money 
initially.  We  just  wanted  recognition." 

Hein  said  his  grandfather  left  the  reservation  in  1932  so  he  could  hold 
a job  on  a San  Diego  ferry.  Still,  he  said,  the  family  continued  to 
identify  itself  as  Native  American. 

As  a child  and  young  man,  Hein  said,  he  hunted  on  the  reservation  and 
attended  tribal  gatherings.  Later,  as  a drywall  contractor,  he  helped 
tribal  members  find  employment. 

"You  hear  how  they  want  to  help  Indians  around  the  state,  yet  they  turn 
their  back  on  their  own  relatives,"  Hein  said.  "To  them,  we  are  nothing. 

My  grandparents  and  mother  are  buried  at  Barona  cemetery.  . . . They 
recognize  us  as  an  Indian,  but  not  their  kind  of  Indian." 

The  Baronas'  attorney.  Art  Bunce,  counters  that  the  splinter  group  has 
"had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Barona  band  for  over  60  years  and  should  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  Barona  band  now." 

They  "turned  themselves  into  non-Indians,  abandoning  tribal  relations, 
which  was  their  choice,"  Bunce  said.  "The  Baronas  and  Viejas  retained 
their  ways.  The  only  thing  that  brings  us  together  now  is  the  desire  to 
get  on  someone  else's  payroll." 
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Thirty  years  ago,  a CBS  radio  engineer  out  of  Los  Angeles,  with  his 
portable  reel-to-reel  drove  out  to  the  Colorado  River  Indian  Reservation 
in  Parker,  Arizona  looking  to  make  Mojave  recordings.  There  he  met  Emmet 
Van  Fleet,  an  elder  of  the  tribe  and  the  last  of  the  Creation  Song 
signers.  Over  the  course  of  several  years,  Tyler  made  his  weekend 
pilgrimages,  and  slowly  and  meticulously  the  two  men  recorded  the  525 
song  cycle  that  recounts  the  legend  of  the  creation  and  origin  of  the 
Mohave  people,  their  oral  maps,  the  mythological  journeys  of  legendary 
figures,  descriptions  of  their  sacred  sites,  and  the  stories  behind 
them,  directions  to  safely  cross  the  Mohave  desert,  the  story  of  how 
fire  was  brought  to  them. 

This  story  was  brought  to  us  this  summer  by  Bay  Area 
writer/poet/environmental  activist  and  Director  of  the  Storyscape 
Project  Philip  Klasky.  Klasky  has  devoted  many  years  to  the  Ward  Valley 
struggle  and  the  cultural  preservation  of  the  native  languages  and 
history  of  the  Mohave  and  the  western  Shoshone. 

Lost  & Found  Sound  looks  at  these  creation  songs,  their  meaning 
to  the  Mohave,  the  passing  on  of  the  oral  tradition  within  the  tribe  and 
how  the  language,  songs  and  traditions  are  in  danger  of  extinction  in 
this  modern  world.  We  explore  the  relationship  of  Guy  Tyler  and 

Emmet  Van  Fleet a white  sound  engineer  from  LA  and  a Mohave  elder,  in 

the  context  of  the  tradition  of  ethnographer  and  native  culture.  We 
also  look  at  Phil  Klasky,  as  a kind  of  second  generation, 
turn-of-this-century  Guy  Tyler,  who  has  also  entered  the  culture  and 
trust  of  the  tribe  to  continue  the  work  of  preservation  and 
presentation . 

The  revealing  of  these  tapes  have  led  to  the  revitalization  of  the 
recounting  and  retelling  of  these  Creation  song  cycles  and  the  Mohave 
language,  and  the  ability  of  the  elders  to  pass  down  to  the  next 
generation  the  powerful  and  mythical  lessons  and  legends  that  are  their 
birthright  and  the  instructions  of  traditional  Mohave  death  rituals  by 
the  example  of  the  great  God  Mutavilya's  own  death  and  creation.  Our 
story  will  explore  the  role  sound,  story  and  legend  play  in  the 
preservation  of  culture  and  political  organization. 

Through  these  song  cycles  captured  in  the  Van  Fleet  recordings  the 
Mohave  describe  the  traditional  travels  of  the  Mohave  along  the  Colorado 
River  from  Avi  Kwa  Me  or  Spirit  Mountain,  to  Avi  Kwahath  or  Greasy 
Mountain.  When  action  started  being  taken  to  turn  the  scared  Silyaye 
Ahease  or  Ward  Valley  into  a nuclear  waste  dump  in  1995,  the  Mohave  and 
other  Colorado  River  Tribes  were  able  look  to  these  Creation  songs  to 
re-affirmed  their  belief  that  they  were  put  on  this  land  by  the  creator 
to  protect  and  safeguard  this  land.  This  connection  between  land  and 
people  and  song  is  what  eventually  saved  the  endangered  Ward  Valley  and 
Colorado  River.  Llewellyn  Barrackman  explains,  "The  Mojave  have  no 
place  to  go.  This  is  our  home.  We  are  the  Pipa  Aha  Macav,  the  people 
along  the  river,  instructed  by  the  creator  to  protect  it." 

Lost  & Found  Sound  took  a trip  to  the  Mojave  Indian 
Reservation  to  meet  with  the  elders  of  the  Mojave  tribe,  the  birdsong 
singers  and  activists  in  the  Ward  Valley  struggle.  In  the  course  of  our 
initial  interviews  with  elder  Llewellyn  Barrackman  and  his  wife  Betty, 
they  pulled  out  an  old  photograph  and  an  old  tape  and  began  to  tell  us  a 
story  from  Llewellyn's  painful  childhood  memories  of  growing  up  on  the 
Fort  Mojave  reservation. 

Needles,  California  at  the  turn-of-the-century  was  a booming  train  town 
for  all  coming  West.  As  the  whites  filed  off  the  train  into  their  town, 
the  Mojave  people  would  line  the  tracks  to  sell  their  pottery,  souvenirs 
and  food.  Oftentimes  these  newcomers  would  taunt  and  humiliate  the 
tribespeople  by  pulling  their  braids,  kicking  over  their  baskets  and 


mocking  their  language.  The  Mojave,  who  spoke  little  English,  looked  for 
a way  to  reclaim  their  dignity  and  a way  to  communicate  to  these  new 
people.  They  found  the  solution  in  the  universal  language  of  music.  So 
began  the  long  and  little  documented  history  of  the  Fort  Mojave  Marching 
Band.  Founded  in  1906  by  a German  professor  who  had  played  with  John 
Phillip  Sousa's  band,  the  direction  of  band  was  soon  turned  over  to  Ned 
White,  a Mojave  Indian.  The  band  quickly  became  famous  for  its  lively 
and  well  played  marches  and  for  winning  all  the  local  competitions. 

After  telling  the  history  of  the  marching  band,  Mr.  Barrackman  led  us 
down  the  street  to  their  gymnasium  where  the  band  rehearsals,  full  of 
eager  young  people,  were  still  going  loud,  strong  and  in  full  swing.  At 
the  turn  of  the  last  century  24  tribal  marching  band  flourished,  at  the 
turn  of  this  century  there  are  only  two-The  Zuni  and  the  Fort  Mojave, 
who  youngest  member  is  7 years  old  and  the  oldest,  tribal  elder 
Llewellyn  Barrackman  is  82. 

"RE : Flealing  with  Floney"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Mar  2000  09:08:05  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : FW:  And  for  those  antibiotic-resistent  staph  infections 

I'd  known  Floney  was  a good  topical  antibiotic  before,  but  I did  NOT  know 
it  was  effective  in  antibiotic-resistent  cases.  File  away  in  good  stuff 
to  know. 

Doctors  turning  sweet  on  healing  with  honey 
March  8,  2000 

Web  posted  at:  5:47  PM  EST  (2247  GMT) 

By  Charles  Downey 

(WebMD)  --  Peter  Molan,  Ph.D.,  likes  to  tell  the  story  of  the  20-year-old 
wound.  Infected  with  antibiotic-resistant  bacteria,  an  abscess  oozed  in  an 
English  woman's  armpit  long  after  it  had  been  drained.  Nothing  seemed  to 
help,  and  the  pain  prevented  her  from  working. 

Then  in  August  of  1999,  she  read  about  the  remarkable  wound-healing 
properties  of  honey.  She  convinced  doctors  to  apply  some  to  the  dressing 
to  her  arm,  and  a month  later  the  wound  healed.  Now  she's  back  at  work. 

Novel  as  this  treatment  sounds,  it  would  have  inspired  yawns  among 
doctors  in  ancient  Egypt,  according  to  May  Berenbaum,  Ph.D.,  a University 
of  Illinois  entomologist. 

"Floney  has  been  used  for  centuries  to  treat  a wide  range  of  medical 
problems  like  wounds,  burns,  cataracts,  skin  ulcers  and  scrapes,"  she  says. 
"And  now  various  researchers  worldwide  are  also  studying  --  and  finding  -- 
strong  antimicrobial  properties  in  some  honeys." 

Floney  fell  from  favor  as  a wound  dressing  when  antibiotic  dressings  were 
developed  during  World  War  II.  But  the  new  research  --  and  the  rise  of 
antibiotic-resistant  bacteria  --  are  putting  this  old-time  folk  remedy 
into  the  contemporary  medicine  chest. 

Last  year,  the  Australian  Therapeutic  Goods  Administration  --  the 
equivalent  of  the  U.S.  Food  and  Drug  Administration  --  approved  honey  as  a 
medicine.  A company  in  Australia  this  year  began  marketing  medical  honey 
as  a wound  dressing  in  pharmacies  there.  It's  available  in  the  United 
States  through  the  Internet. 

Floney  helps  wounds  in  several  ways,  says  Molan.  Its  thickness  provides  a 
protective  barrier.  The  hydrogen  peroxide  it  contains  is  released  slowly, 
killing  germs  in  the  wound.  Some  as-yet-unknown  ingredients  reduce 
inflammation,  while  others,  perhaps  amino  acids  and  vitamin  C,  speed  the 
growth  of  healthy  tissue.  Floney  even  makes  wounds  smell  better,  possibly 
because  when  bacteria  in  wounds  eat  honey's  sugars,  they  give  off  sweeter- 
smelling  gases. 

Dozens  of  studies,  in  animals  and  humans,  have  documented  such  benefits. 
One  of  the  most  convincing  reports,  published  in  the  1998  issue  of  the 
journal  Burns,  tells  how  researchers  from  the  Dr.  V.  M.  Medical  College  in 
Maharashtra,  India,  compared  honey  with  silver  sulfadiazine,  the  standard 
treatment  for  superficial  burns. 


The  researchers  first  smeared  honey  on  gauze  and  used  it  to  dress  the 
burns  of  52  patients.  Another  52  patients  got  the  same  treatment  but  with 
silver  sulfadiazine  in  place  of  the  honey. 

In  the  52  patients  treated  with  honey,  87  percent  healed  within  15  days, 
compared  with  10  percent  of  those  treated  with  silver  sulfadiazine.  The 
honey-treated  patients  also  experienced  less  pain,  leaking  of  wound  fluid, 
and  scarring. 

Molan,  a biochemist  at  the  University  of  Waikato  in  New  Zealand,  and 
other  researchers  have  found  special  bacteria-killing  properties  in  honey 
made  from  the  nectar  of  the  tea  tree  ( Leptospermum) . In  laboratory 
experiments,  reported  in  the  November  1992  Dournal  of  Applied  Bacteriology, 
Molan  and  his  colleagues  found  that  it  was  particularly  effective  in 
slaying  staphylococcus  aureus. 

This  so-called  "Golden  Staph"  --  which  infested  the  English  woman's  20- 
year-old  wound  --  sometimes  survives  the  most  potent  antibiotics,  killing 
its  victims.  "Manuka  honey  has  worked  in  very  desperate  cases  where 
nothing  else  has  worked,"  says  Molan. 

Based  on  the  research  of  Molan  and  others,  an  Australian  company  is  now 
marketing  Manuka  honey  under  the  name  Medihoney.  To  make  it,  beekeepers 
set  their  hives  close  to  tea  trees  so  the  bees  will  gather  their  nectar. 

Studies  so  far  have  found  no  side  effects  other  than  an  occasional 
slight  burning  sensation  when  the  honey  is  applied.  Though  honey  sometimes 
contains  the  spores  of  bacteria  that  cause  botulism,  Molan  says  there  have 
been  no  reported  cases  of  this  bacteria  or  anything  else  in  honey 
infecting  a wound. 

Experts  do  caution  that  infants  should  not  eat  honey  because  of  the 
botulism  risk.  "But  it's  still  OK  to  use  honey  on  children's  (and 
infants')  burns  or  scrapes,"  says  Molan. 

Molan  also  believes  it  is  safe  to  use  ordinary  supermarket  honey  on  such 
minor  wounds.  And  it's  a lot  cheaper  than  antibiotic  ointments.  But  since 
ingredients  vary  depending  on  the  nectar  from  which  the  honey  is  made, 
Medihoney  offers  the  advantage  of  laboratory  testing. 

It's  one  medicine  that  doesn't  need  a spoonful  of  sugar  to  help  it  go 
down . 


"RE : The  Year  Winter  Came  in  Duly"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:20:25  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  03-10-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

The  Summer  That  Wasn't 

Tree  Rings  Confirm  Eskimo  Legend  of  the  Year  Winter  Came  in  Duly 
By  Lee  Dye 

Special  to  ABCNEWS.com 
March  8,  2000 

For  years,  "Old  Willie"  told  the  legends  of  "the  year  that  summer  did  not 
come"  for  the  Eskimos  living  near  the  top  of  the  world.  In  the  tiny 
villages  that  dotted  the  coastline  near  present-day  Nome,  Alaska,  only  a 
handful  of  people  survived. 

But  the  stories  remained  just  that,  stories  handed  down  from  one 
generation  to  the  next,  stories  that  William  A.  Oquilluk  had  heard  at  the 
knee  of  his  grandfather  in  the  early  1900s. 

Iceland  Ash  Darkens  Alaskan  Skies 

Now,  more  than  two  centuries  after  a bitterly  cold  summer  denied  the 
Kauwerak  people  of  western  Alaska  the  chance  to  collect  the  food  they 
needed  for  the  next  winter,  scientists  have  found  powerful  evidence  that 
Old  Willie's  stories  were  true.  An  enormous  volcanic  eruption  in  far-off 
Iceland  spewed  so  much  ash  into  the  sky  that  it  blackened  the  sun,  and 
summer  really  never  came  in  1783. 


Oquilluk  was  born  in  1896,  and  spent  much  of  his  life  in  a small  village 
on  Alaska's  Seward  Peninsula,  which  was  once  linked  to  Asia  by  the  Bering 
Land  Bridge  that  allowed  early  Americans  to  migrate  onto  this  continent. 
Willie  became  so  obsessed  with  the  stories  of  his  people  that  he  began 
writing  them  down,  but  a fire  destroyed  his  log  cabin,  along  with  20  years 
of  writings. 

He  told  often  of  the  sudden  change  in  the  weather  one  Dune,  just  as  the 
Eskimos  were  getting  ready  to  collect  the  meat  and  fish  and  berries  during 
the  critical  but  brief  hunting  season.  But  just  as  summer  began  to  dawn, 
the  north  wind  came,  bringing  weather  so  bitter  that  the  hunting  season 
ended  before  it  could  begin. 

Of  all  the  villagers  in  that  region,  only  about  10  survived,  Willie 
recounted,  including  a mother  and  her  small  son  who  walked  at  least  215 
miles  through  the  bitter  cold,  with  virtually  nothing  to  eat,  to  finally 
reach  another  village  where  food  was  available.  Two  others  who  survived 
were  an  old  woman  and  her  granddaughter,  who  ate  a seal-skin  boat.  (See 
sidebar,  below.) 

Tree  Rings  Record  Climate  Story 

Dump  to  the  present.  Gordon  Dacoby  of  Columbia  University's  Lamont- 
Doherty  Earth  Observatory,  part  of  Columbia  University,  was  spending  a 
little  time  with  old  friends,  archaeologists  Karen  and  Bill  Workman  of 
Anchorage,  Alaska.  Karen  began  telling  Dacoby  of  the  old  legends,  then 
asked  a pointed  question. 

The  tree  ring  for  1783  is  missing  the  dark  "latewood"  part  ? indicating 
an  abrupt,  early  end  to  summer. 

"Would  your  trees  tell  anything  about  it?"  she  asked. 

Dacoby  is  the  co-founder  of  the  Lamont-Doherty  Tree  Ring  Laboratory, 
and  over  the  past  quarter  of  a century  he  has  collected  cores  from  trees 
from  around  the  world,  including  some  near  the  ancient  villages  of  the 
Kauwerak  people. 

Dacoby  returned  to  his  lab  and  pulled  out  the  records  revealing  the 
growth  patterns  for  trees  in  that  area,  and  he  centered  on  one  particular 
ring  that  had  intrigued  him  for  years. 

"It  was  unique,"  Dacoby  says. 

The  growth  for  the  first  part  of  the  year,  1783,  appeared  normal,  but  it 
came  to  "an  abrupt  end"  just  as  summer  should  have  begun,  he  says.  The 
record  was  clear:  1783  was  the  coldest  growing  season  in  more  than  900 
years . 

To  find  out  why,  Dacoby  turned  to  a very  different  historical  record. 
Distant  Cataclysm 

On  Dune  8,  1783,  the  Skaptar  Dokull  volcano  in  Iceland  suddenly  roared 
to  life.  The  Laki  eruption,  as  it  came  to  be  known,  was  one  of  the  most 
disastrous  volcanic  events  in  history.  Lava  roared  down  the  mountainside, 
overflowing  canyons  that  were  600  feet  deep,  destroying  20  villages. 

About  10,000  people  died,  mostly  from  starvation.  That  was  20  percent  of 
the  country's  population. 

The  eruption  sent  up  a dense  cloud  of  sulfur-rich  gas.  Prevailing  winds 
carried  the  cloud  over  the  northern  tip  of  Canada  and  Alaska,  and  across 
the  Pacific  to  Dapan,  where  1783  is  also  known  as  the  year  that  summer 
never  came,  Dacoby  says. 

The  sulfurous  gasses  in  the  cloud  combined  with  water  in  the  upper 
atmosphere  to  form  crystals  of  acid  that  reflected  solar  radiation  back 
into  space,  Dacoby  says.  The  result  was  a sudden  and  dramatic  end  of 
summer. 

Dacoby 's  tree  ring  analysis  shows  that  the  impact  in  North  America  was 
limited  to  only  the  northernmost  area  of  Alaska.  Villages  south  of 
Willie's  home  would  have  seen  some  cooling,  but  nothing  like  that  that 
nearly  wiped  out  the  Kauwerak  people. 

Oral  History  Written  Twice 

Willie's  story  might  have  been  lost  after  the  fire  that  destroyed  his 
home,  but  by  chance  he  met  a writer.  Laurel  L.  Bland,  who  was  eager  to 
document  the  ways  of  the  ancient  people  of  the  far  north.  She  persuaded 


Willie  to  try  to  write  his  stories  again. 

Willie  was  already  71  and  suffering  with  palsy,  but  in  September  1970, 
he  and  Brand  set  out  in  a 14-foot  wooden  boat  to  revisit  his  past.  They 
paused  along  the  barren  coastline  of  northern  Alaska  where  the  old 
villages  had  been,  and  Willie  began  to  jot  down  his  memories. 

The  stories  were  compiled  in  a manuscript.  People  of  Kauwerak:  Legends 
of  the  Northern  Eskimo,  and  a publisher  was  found. 

In  January  1972,  Brand  and  Willie  sat  down  and  reviewed  the  galley 
proofs  of  the  book.  Willie  said  he  was  glad  the  book  was  finished,  and  he 
asked  Brand  to  "take  care  of  it." 

The  next  afternoon,  while  taking  a nap,  Willie  died  quietly  in  his  sleep. 

His  book  is  out  of  print  now,  and  a scientist  Willie  never  met  has 
confirmed  summer  never  came  to  his  people  in  1783. 

He  might  have  been  thrilled  by  that,  and  he  probably  would  have  marveled 
at  the  technology,  but  he  wouldn't  have  been  surprised.  Those  who  knew  him 
say  Willie  never  doubted  the  truth  of  his  stories.  Lee  Dye's  column 
appears  Wednesdays  on  ABCNEWS.com.  A former  science  writer  for  the  Los 
Angeles  Times,  he  now  lives  in  Juneau,  Alaska. 

Two  Who  Survived  From  People  of  Kauwerak:  Legends  of  the  Northern  Eskimo: 

Willie  told  one  story  of  two  people  who  miraculously  survived  in  the 
village  of  Sinruk,  27  miles  west  of  where  Nome,  Alaska,  stands  today: 

"There  was  an  old  lady  named  Nasaruhk.  This  means  'hood.'  She  had  a 
grandchild  named  Paniruhk.  This  means  'cute  little  daughter.'  Their  home 
was  at  the  end  of  the  village.  It  was  not  a very  big  house,  but  they  lived 
in  it  comfortably. 

"They  had  no  one  to  hunt  for  them.  The  people  in  the  village  always  gave 
them  meat  and  fish.  Whenever  they  received  the  meat  or  fish  Grandma  always 
dried  them  for  future  use.  Whenever  they  were  dry  she  put  them  in  a poke 
[skin  bag]  with  seal  oil  to  save  for  winter  time. 

"In  the  summer  Nasaruhk  and  her  granddaughter  went  out  and  picked  all 
sorts  of  plants  and  leaves  when  they  were  growing.  They  saved  them  in 
pokes  with  seal  oil,  too.  People  in  the  village  took  care  of  Nasaruhk  and 
Paniruhk  because  there  was  no  one  to  take  care  of  them  in  their  house. 

"One  day  the  Eskimo  calendar  came  to  the  first  month  of  the  year.  It  was 
the  moon  of  April,  Nuwaitoivick.  This  means  the  time  caribou  are  going  to 
a good  dry  place  to  bear  fawns.  The  birds  of  all  kinds  came.  Snow  began  to 
melt.  Water  began  to  run  in  the  rivers.  The  birds  laid  their  eggs. 

"Then  the  clouds  began  sailing  from  the  north.  Soon  it  was  overcast.  The 
wind  was  getting  stronger  and  stronger.  Soon  it  was  getting  real  cold.  A 
big  snowstorm  came.  In  a few  days  everything  was  all  frozen  up  and  snow 
was  flying  in  the  blowing  wind.  The  winter  had  started  all  over  again 
instead  of  summer  time  coming.  It  stayed  that  way  for  one  whole  year. 
Springtime  did  not  come  again  until  the  next  Nuwaitoivick.  Then  came  fine 
weather. 

"People  all  along  the  Norton  Sound  and  Bering  Sea  coast  were  starving  or 
already  dead  from  hunger.  Only  the  old  lady,  Nasaruhk,  and  her 
granddaughter  Paniruhk  were  left  of  the  Sinruk  village.  The  old  lady  and 
the  little  girl  had  lived  off  all  the  food  Nasaruhk  had  saved  up  from  what 
people  had  given  them. 

"After  many  months  there  was  not  much  food  left.  No  one  came  to 
Nasaruhk 's  home  to  visit.  She  found  everybody  there  was  dead.  She  went  to 
other  houses.  It  was  the  same  thing.  Everybody  had  starved. 

"Nasaruhk  went  out  and  walked  around  to  try  to  see  others  moving  around 
the  village.  There  were  none  to  see.  It  seemed  all  the  people  were  dead. 
They  had  starved  to  death.  Even  the  dogs  were  all  dead." 

The  two  survived,  Willie  said,  by  eating  skin  from  a sealskin  boat. 
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Eighth  Circuit:  Federal  Law  Doesn't  Apply  To  Tribal  Colleges 


SIOUX  FALLS,  S.D.  (AP)  Tribal  colleges  are  immune  from  race- 
discrimination  lawsuits,  according  to  a ruling  from  the  8th  U.S.  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals.  The  decision,  which  was  handed  down  this  past  week, 
reverses  a ruling  involving  Sisseton-Wahpeton  Community  College  near 
Sisseton.  Five  years  ago,  Vicky  Flagen  and  Colin  Flarris,  former  officials 
at  the  college,  sued  the  school.  They  said  their  contracts  were  not 
renewed  because  they  are  white.  A lower  court  sided  with  them  and  ordered 
the  college  to  pay  more  than  $300,000  in  damages.  But  a three-judge  panel 
from  the  8th  Circuit  overturned  the  lower  court,  saying  federal  law  gives 
tribes  sovereign  immunity  that  extends  to  agencies  such  as  tribal 
colleges . 

Lee  Schoenbeck  of  Webster,  a lawyer  for  Hagen  and  Harris,  said  the 
ruling  would  discourage  non-Indians  from  working  for  or  doing  business 
with  tribal  colleges.  No  decision  has  been  made  on  a possible  appeal. 

"You  can't  attract  investment,  create  jobs  and  raise  the  standard  of 
living  of  your  people  unless  people  know  that  when  they  invest,  they 
protect  their  rights,"  he  said. 

But  Greg  Paulson,  a Bloomington,  Minn.,  lawyer  for  the  college,  said  the 
ruling  will  not  scare  away  job  applicants.  "Colleges  everywhere  are  going 
to  try  to  work  things  out  with  good  employees,"  he  said.  David  Gipp, 
president  of  United  Tribes  Technical  College  in  Bismarck,  N.D.,  said  the 
decision  brings  scrutiny.  "It's  an  important  victory  for  tribal 
sovereignty.  But  also  with  that  comes  our  responsibility  in  how  we  treat 
people,"  Gipp  said. 

The  ruling  applies  to  the  seven  states  in  the  8th  Circuit:  South  Dakota, 
North  Dakota,  Arkansas,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Minnesota  and  Nebraska.  A federal 
judge  ruled  in  1997  that  the  college  had  defaulted  in  the  case  and  awarded 
Hagen  $100,000  and  Harris  more  than  $220,000  in  damages. 

The  college  appealed  and  asked  that  the  case  be  dismissed,  but  the  judge 
denied  the  request  last  year.  That's  when  the  school  filed  its  appeal  to 
the  8th  Circuit.  Schoenbeck  said  an  official  of  the  college  had  stated 
publicly  that  race  was  the  reason  Harris  and  Hagen  weren't  retained.  But 
Paulson  denied  that,  saying  the  school  found  more  qualified  American 
Indians  for  the  jobs. 

c.  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved 
Bear  Christensen,  Esq. 

1510  20th  Street  Apt#105 
Boulder,  Colorado  80302 
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A hand-out  that  is  available  at  the  Red  Cloud  Building 
COMMENTARY  - Sun,  12  Mar  2000 
WHICH  CENTURY  ARE  WE  LIVING  IN? 

By  Alberta  Iron  Cloud  Miller,  Knife  Chief  Tiospaye,  Porcupine, S.D. 

The  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  is  giving  birth  to  a new  Oglala  child;  a 
child  bearing  gifts  of  hope  and  renewal  and  a new  way  of  looking  at 
ourselves  and  the  way  we  relate  to  your  relatives.  Many  of  our  relatives 
are  beginning  to  waken  to  our  situation  and  " Mitakuye  Oyasin"  is  taking 
on  a new  meaning  as  we  begin  to  examine  our  separate  realities  at  the  Red 
Cloud  Building  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Agency. The  birthing  process  in  the  form 
of  the  occupation  of  tribal  headquarters  is  now  past  the  40  day  mark  and 
will  no  doubt  continue  until  the  new  Oglala  child's  " camp"  is  clean. 


warm  and  safe. 

For  over  40  days  we  have  been  discussing  our  pain  and  our  dreams.  It 
seems  we  are  living  in  different  dimensions  and  different  levels  of 
extremes  here  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  On  the  outside,  we  are 
credited  with  having  an  abundance  of  spirituality,  which  we  do,  and  this 
same  spirituality  has  been  adopted  by  the  non-Indian  to  promote  their  own 
peaceful  existence.  However,  here  on  the  Reservation,  these  same  rituals 
are  often  used  to  promote  fear  through  the  use  of  power  and  control  over 
others.  At  the  other  extreme,  there  are  circles  of  people  whose  only 
source  of  survival  is  rooted  in  the  power  of  the  prayers  and  our  sacred 
Lakota  ceremonies.  What  do  you  pray  for  first  if  you  have  no  car,  if  you 
have  no  telephone,  if  you  have  no  home,  if  you  have  poor  health,  if  you 
cannot  provide  for  your  children  and  if  you  are  not  safe  as  a woman  or  a 
child?  Many  of  our  people  still  live  under  these  conditions  and  yet 
manage  to  stay  alive.  If  many  of  our  tribal  families  still  live  under 
these  conditions,  how  different  is  this  way  of  life  from  a hundred  years 
ago.  ? 

As  a mother  and  grandmother,  it  is  very  hard  to  hear  the  stories  and 
even  harder  to  express  my  frustration  on  paper.  Alone  I can  fume,  rage, 
and  cry  about  the  stories  I hear  from  our  people  who  have  been 
disempowered  in  their  own  " country",  meaning  the  Reservation.  I listened 
to  an  elderly  lady  as  she  expressed  how  she  was  humiliated  when  she 
approached  a public  official  for  financial  assistance.  She  was  told  by 
this  official  that  he  didn't  put  her  in  this  position  so  he  shouldn't  be 
expected  to  help  her.  He  did  relent  by  authorizing  a $50  purchase  order 
from  the  local  shopping  center.  I pictured  my  mother,  my  aunties  or  maybe 
my  sisters,  having  to  experience  this  embarrassment  and  then  the  tears 
set  in.  How  about  this  one?  I met  a young  Lakota  mother  who  is  now 

homeless.  Her  five  children  are  separated  until  she  can  find  a home.  Her 

daughter  and  her  three  children  are  sleeping  in  their  grandmothers 
basement  on  the  floor.  This  young  woman  had  told  me  last  year  when  we 
first  met,  that  she  would  be  happy  with  a one  room  cabin  on  her  own  land. 
She  said  she  would  be  happy  to  chop  wood  and  haul  water,  as  long  as  she 

and  her  children  could  have  a place  of  their  own. 

On  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum  are  the  individuals  whose  families, 
relatives,  mistresses  and  in-laws  prosper  because  they  are  able  to  access 
the  " goods"  at  the  " fort".  The  latest  figures  from  the  Oglala  Sioux 
Tribe's  General  Fund  ledger  and  the  Indirect  Cost  ledger  reveal  that  our 
income  and  revenues  are  completely  mismanaged . The  situation  here 
resembles  life  on  the  Reservation  a hundred  years  ago.  Again,  which 
century  are  we  living  in? 

Valentine  Macgillicudy,  an  agent  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  the 
late  1800' s,  described  how  a " ring"  of  individuals  ( both  Lakota  and 
wasicu)  schemed  on  the  treaty  goods  and  rations  which  were  sent  to  the 
Reservation  for  distribution  to  the  new  residents  of  the  Reservation.  He 
described  how  some  wasicu  deliberately  made  their  homes  on  the  southern 
border  of  the  Reservation  in  order  to  capture  the  goods  that  came  off  the 
trains.  Apparently,  the  local  ringmasters  worked  with  officials  in 
Washington,  D.C.  so  they  knew  exactly  when  the  freight  was  coming  in  and 
what  was  being  sent  in.  The  collusion  of  the  locals  and  the  wasicu  in 
stealing  the  goods  and  rations  resulted  in  the  Oglalas  receiving  less 
than  what  was  intended  for  them.  Does  it  not  seem  that  we  are  still 
operating  under  the  same  policy?  Our  goods  and  resources  now  end  up  at 
the  First  National  Bank  in  Gordon,  Nebraska.  Recently,  a bank  official 
from  the  First  National  Bank,  without  Tribal  Council  approval  and 
knowledge,  transferred  $12,700  by  wire  to  Dakota  Travel  Agency,  Lead,  SD, 
to  allow  several  suspended  officials  ( Wesley  " Chuck"  lacobs,  Paul 

Little  and  Mike  Her  Many  Horses)  to  travel  to  Washington,  D.C.  Once  again, 

who  is  in  charge  of  our  goods  and  rations?  Is  it  still  the  ring? 

The  occupation  of  the  Red  Cloud  Building  at  the  Agency  has  caused  many 

of  our  people  to  awaken  to  the  reality  that  we  can  no  longer  tolerate  the 
" fort"  mentality.  Our  people  are  slowly  awakening  to  the  reality  of  our 
being.  I was  told  that  corruption,  as  a by-product  of  oppression,  is  one 
way  of  making  society  manageable  and  that  this  process  has  been  used  for 
centuries  to  control  indigenous  populations.  Now,  many  mothers  and 


grandmothers  are  forced  to  confront  corruption  and  deception.  We  are 
asking  ourselves  how  we  can  help  so  that  our  children  will  survive  in  the 
new  century.  We  are  also  asking  how  we  can  bring  back  the  reverence  for 
our  sacred  ways  of  respect,  honesty,  generosity,  fortitude  and  humility. 
We  put  forth  the  following  questions.  How  can  your  children  become 
educated  here  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  if  your  child  doesn't  have  a 
bed  to  sleep  in,  doesn't  have  clothing  or  isn't  safe  at  the  school?  What 
if  your  child  is  homeless?  What  hopes  and  dreams  do  the  young  people  have 
in  a world  where  they  have  no  rights?  This  reservation  does  not  have  a 
theater,  a public  swimming  pool,  recreation  centers,  and  all  other  things 
needed  by  the  youth.  What  are  their  alternatives?  You  know  the  answer- 
-gang  involvement,  gang  rapes,  indiscriminate  sexual  activity,  drinking 
alcohol,  smoking  weed,  snorting  cocaine, etc. 

Our  Reservation  is  gifted  with  individuals  who  retain  the  knowledge, 
wisdom  and  power  to  promote  healing  and  balance  yet  they  are  often 
overlooked  and  ignored  so  those  teachings  remain  invisible  except  to  the 
active  seeker.  As  mothers  and  grandmothers  we  must  stand  together  to 
rebuild  our  families  and  to  restore  balance  in  our  lives.  We  must  nourish 
our  spirits  with  that  which  is  rightfully  ours.  When  we  were  children  and 
we  traveled  away  from  home,  our  mother  would  often  tell  us  to  call  our 
spirits  back  by  calling  our  names.  In  this  way,  we  would  be  peaceful  and 
happy.  Perhaps  it  is  time  for  all  Oglala  Oyate  to  call  back  their  spirits 
from  the  " fort".  Mitakuye  Oyasin 
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"HOUSE  SAYS  TAKE  'SQUAW'  OFF  THE  MAP" 

(Only  17  Republicans  oppose  removing  the  word,  seen  by  many  as  offensive, 
from  Maine  place  names). 

By  PAUL  CARRIER  - STAFF  WRITE 

AUGUSTA-The  House  of  Representatives  overwhelmingly  passed  a bill  Wednesday 
that  would  ban  the  use  of  the  word  "squaw"  in  Maine  places  names,  such  as 
Big  Squaw  Mountain  and  Little  Squaw  Township. 

The  House  vote,  which  followed  close  to  90  minutes  of  debate,  was  129-17. 
All  but  17  Republicans  joined  House  Democrats  and  the  lone  independent  in 
support  of  the  bill.  The  measure  now  goes  to  the  Senate,  which  also  is 
expected  to  endorse  it.  Gov.  Angus  King  has  said  he  will  sign  the  bill  into 
law  if  the  Legislature  passes  it. 

About  2 dozen  American  Indian  women  who  listened  to  the  debate  from  the 
House  gallery  burst  into  applause  when  the  vote  was  announced. 

"I  think  a mountain  was  moved  today,"  Vera  Francis,  a Passamaquoddy  woman, 
said  after  the  vote.  "I  think  the  state  of  Maine  is  daring  to  undo  racism 
today."  "This  is  a go-ahead  for  a new  beginning,"  said  Sherri  Mitchell,  a 
Penobscot  woman  who  observed  the  debate.  "There  is  no  denying  that  it's 
positive . " 

The  bill  would  require  municipalities  and  counties  to  come  up  with  new 
place  names  within  6 months  of  the  law  taking  effect.  If  the  bill  is  passed 
and  signed  during  the  current  legislative  session,  the  law  would  go  into 
effect  in  Duly,  so  new  place  names  would  have  to  be  in  place  by  lanuary. 

More  than  2 dozen  place  names,  many  of  them  in  the  Greenville  area,  would 
be  affected. 

The  bill  would  not  prevent  businesses,  organization  or  individuals  from 
using  the  word  "squaw." 

The  House  debate  closely  mirrored  the  testimony  that  supporters  and 
opponents  offered  during  a public  hearing  before  the  ludiciary  Committee  in 
lanuary.  American  Indian  women  who  testified  for  the  bill  at  that  hearing 


described  "squaw"  as  an  insulting  term  that  is  routinely  used  by 
non-Indians  to  degrade  and  insult  Indian  women  in  a way  that  implies 
promiscuity.  Opponents  countered  that  the  bill  is  an  exercise  in  political 
correctness  that  would  eliminate  the  use  of  an  American  Indian  word  that 
originated  as  a neutral  or  even  a complimentary  term  for  "woman"  or  "wife." 
The  word  appears  to  have  originated  among  southern  New  England  tribes,  and 
it  may  not  have  been  derogatory  in  origin.  But  linguistic  experts  say  the 
word  has  been  usurped  by  non-Indians  over  the  centuries  and  transformed 
into  a demeaning  term.  Contemporary  dictionaries  of  ten  list  it  as  an 
insulting  or  offensive  word.  The  word  does  not  exist  in  any  of  Maine's 
tribal  languages. 

"We're  not  asking  you  to  stop  anyone  else  from  using  the  word.  We're  not 
trying  to  ban  the  word  from  the  language,"  Rep  Richard  Thompson,  D-Naples, 
co-chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  told  the  House  on  Wednesday. 

But  he  said,  the  state  should  not  sanction  the  use  of  the  word  in  place 
names  because  "it  was  a word  adopted  by  Europeans  to  brand  Indian  women." 
Lawmakers  "know  in  their  heart"  that  the  word  has  become  and  remains  an 
insult,"  Thompson  said. 

"This  word  is  offensive  and  dehumanizing,"  said  Rep.  Donald  Soctomah,  the 
Passamaquoddy  Tribe's  representative  and  the  sponsor  of  the  bill.  "It  is 
not  about  political  correctness.  It  is  about  human  decency."  "Many  of  you 
don't  understand  when  living,  feeling,  breathing  native  people  tell  you 
they  are  dehumanized"  by  the  use  of  the  word,  said  Rep.  Donna  Loring,  the 
Penobscot  Nations 's  representative  in  the  House.  "Native  people  in  Maine 
are  surrounded  by  prejudice,  hatred  and  abuse.  It's  a dark  place"  that 
needs  to  exposed  to  the  light  of  education  and  compassion. 

Supporters  generally  outnumbered  opponents  during  the  House  debate.  Rep. 
Paul  Waterhouse,  R-Bridgton,  the  lone  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  to 
oppose  the  bill,  told  the  House  that  Indians  should  fight  to  restore  "the 
original,  respectful  meaning"  of  the  word  instead  of  trying  to  outlaw  its 
use  in  place  names."  The  word  "doesn't  belong  to  the  victors"  who  have 
misused  it,  Waterhouse  said.  "It  belongs  to  the  indigenous  people." 

But  even  the  few  lawmakers  who  spoke  against  the  bill  were  muted  in  their 
criticism.  Waterhouse  said  his  decision  to  oppose  the  bill  was  "very  tough" 
to  make.  Rep.  John  Buck,  R-Yarmouth,  another  opponent,  conceded  during  the 
debate  that  there  are  "compelling  reasons  why  you  can  vote  either  way."  The 
mandatory  name  changes  would  hurt  such  businesses  as  the  Squaw  Mountain 
Resort,  said  Rep.  Earl  Richardson,  R-Greenville,  because  the  very  names  of 
such  businesses  are  inextricably  linked  to  the  current  name  of  Squaw 
Mountain.  Greenville  Town  Manager  David  Cota,  who  testified  against  the 
bill  at  the  hearing  but  was  not  present  for  the  House  vote,  said  later  in  a 
telephone  interview  that  the  proposed  law  is  unnecessary  in  the  face  of 
evidence  that  Squaw  Mountain  was  named  by  Indians. 

"We're  going  to  lose  a sense  of  who  we  are"  once  the  name  changes  are 
made,  Cota  said.  "These  names  are  very  dear  to  our  history  in  this  area. 
We're  not  the  bad  guys.  We're  not  trying  to  be  irreverent  to  Native 
Americans."  Loring,  the  Penobscot  Nation's  representative,  had  a far 
different  view.  "I  think  this  is  going  to  do  alot  to  enhance  the 
self-esteem  and  self-respect,  not  only  of  native  women,  but  of  native 
"people,"  Loring  said  after  the  vote.  "This  is  one  of  my  best  days"  in 
the  Legislature,  she  said,  but  with  additional  votes  still  pending,  "I 
hope  to  have  better  days." 
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as  this  has  a nice  photograph. 


The  new  long  walk  Traditional  Navajos  stand  up  to  cultural  death 
by  Ben  Corbett  (Editorial@boulderweekly.com) 

Dusk  approaches  as  the  sun  meanders  into  the  cradling  bosom  of  the  San 
Francisco  peaks  on  the  western  horizon,  140  miles  away.  Across  the  scape 
of  trammeled  grass,  past  the  house  and  the  hogan,  beyond  the  beaten  fence 
of  the  sheep  corral,  the  sparse  juniper  and  sage  brush,  200  bodies  stand 
in  a prayer  circle,  holding  hands,  elevated  on  the  unseen  but  felt  energy 
drifting  from  the  mountains,  floating  over  the  land,  purifying  everything 
it  touches.  In  the  center  of  the  circle,  the  crescent  moon  of  prayer 
sticks  poke  out  from  the  soil.  The  second  leg  of  the  "Long  Walk  for  Peace" 
is  complete.  The  prayer  circle  breaks  to  the  west,  winding  around  itself 
in  handshakes,  warm  smiles,  eyes  agleam  with  tears  of  surrender,  sincerity 
compassion . 

The  Long  Walk  for  Peace  began  in  Japan,  when  Haru  Yamaguchi,  who  has 
been  traveling  to  the  Navajo  reservation  each  summer  to  Sun  Dance, 
launched  the  Walk  in  Beauty  project  in  support  of  traditional  Navajo 
resisters.  Last  year,  he  inspired  30  people  to  the  cause.  Beginning  at 
Japan's  sacred  Kuraiyama  mountain  on  January  1,  the  group  prayed  for  the 
new  millennium  sunrise  and  walked  300  miles  to  Tokyo,  where  100  more 
marchers  joined,  finishing  the  march  at  the  U.S.  Embassy  on  January  22, 
delivering  15,000  signatures  petitioning  against  the  Navajo  relocation. 
From  there,  the  group  flew  to  Phoenix,  drove  to  Flagstaff,  and  with  110 
American  activists,  began  at  the  Navajo  sacred  mountain  to  the  west,  San 
Francisco  peaks,  walking  the  140  miles  to  Big  Mountain  in  the  heart  of  the 
reservation . 

"People  are  beginning  to  see  Big  Mountain  as  a symbol  of  the  world's 
harmony,"  says  Yamaguchi.  "The  same  things  are  happening  in  our  country, 
Japan.  People  are  being  relocated.  Nature  is  being  destroyed.  With  our 
walk  to  Big  Mountain,  we  are  trying  to  tell  the  world  that  we  need  to 
start  thinking  about  the  future  generations.  In  the  walk,  we  prayed  in 
each  step,  a prayer  for  the  Earth  and  the  Elders  of  this  land." 

The  Big  Mountain  struggle  is  fast  becoming  an  international  issue,  as 
more  and  more  people  are  beginning  to  focus  on  the  progress  of  technology 
and  the  growing  residual  destruction  of  Indigenous  cultures.  Besides 
Yamaguchi  and  the  Japanese  contingent,  two  Japanese  Buddhist  nuns  walked, 
several  British  and  Scottish  activists,  a family  of  Germans,  and  around 
100  American  protesters  from  places  as  far  apart  as  Washington,  California 
Arizona  and  New  York.  Many  had  attended  the  WTO  protests  as  strangers, 
unaware  they'd  be  seeing  each  other  again  in  this  remote  locale  in 
Northeastern  Arizona.  Among  the  Americans  was  Julia  Butterfly  Hill,  who 
recently  descended  after  tree-sitting  for  two  years  in  a 1,000  year-old 
redwood  in  Northern  California. 

"I  see  the  Dineh  as  one  of  the  last  guardians  of  the  Earth,"  says  Julia. 
"In  a lot  of  mythological  histories,  there  are  gatekeepers  that  watch  over 
the  world  of  reality  and  spirituality.  The  people  of  Big  Mountain  are 
those  gatekeepers.  They  are  literally  willing  to  risk  death,  starvation, 
hardship,  anything  that  comes  their  way  to  honor  that  responsibility  as  a 
gatekeeper.  The  Dineh  people  are  living  out  here  so  simply,  using  very 
little  energy.  They're  taking  so  little  from  here,  and  they're  giving  back 
so  much  with  their  protection." 

While  the  march  and  encampment  at  Roberta  Blackgoat's  Big  Mountain  ranch 
carried  on  through  the  February  1 deadline,  the  Hopis  were  issuing  press 
releases  like  crazy,  attempting  to  salvage  their  waning  PR  image  while 
combating  the  onslaught  of  trespassing  "outside  agitators"  streaming 
across  their  officially  acquired  HPL  land.  In  a press  release  issued 
February  2,  Hopi  Tribal  Chairman,  Arnold  Taylor  stated,  "Please  be  advised 
that  your  presence  is  unwelcome  and  you  will  be  coming  on  our  lands 
without  our  consent  and  against  our  will.  This  is  an  occupation  we  view  as 
a hostile  and  insensitive  act  against  the  Hopi  people." 

Ancestral  Voices  For  most,  Dineh  country  is  what  you  see  from  that 
sinuous  tongue  of  asphalt  called  1-40  stretching  from  Gallup  to  Flagstaff, 
twisting  like  a black  ribbon  of  progress  with  its  billboards,  truckstops 
and  Denny's  restaurants  along  the  southern  border  of  the  reservation. 


Armies  of  Suburbans  and  family  minivans  plow  across  this  desert  like 
modern  prairie  schooners  every  summer,  bouncing  from  one  historic  marker 
to  the  next,  perusing  the  surface  of  life  through  tinted  glass.  The  more 
daring  tourists  stray  off  the  beaten  path  to  Canyon  de  Chelly,  Monument 
Valley  and  Chaco  Canyon  for  that  ephemeral  jeep  tour  with  a real  live 
bonafide  Indian,  who  points  out  all  the  sacred  sights  for  a mere  $75  a 
head-part  of  the  three-day  tour  package  bought  at  the  Holiday  Inn,  Kayenta. 

But  just  out  of  sight,  just  out  of  reach  lies  a foreign  land.  The  real 
country.  Where  progress  ends  and  reality  begins.  The  veins  of  dusty 
washboard  roads  winding  through  the  ether.  The  arroyos  and  washes  and 
slickrock  basins.  The  mesquite,  juniper,  pinon  pine.  The  scent  of  sage 
rising  with  the  heat  from  baking  mud.  Where  a pinon  jay  alighting  on  a 
yucca  breathes  sermons.  The  heart  of  Dineh.  The  naval  of  the  Earth  Mother. 
The  last  island  of  traditional  living  in  this  which  we  call  the  United 
States.  Where  people  still  walk  in  the  Beauty  Way.  The  people  here 
consider  themselves  a living,  breathing  part  of  the  process  of  nature. 

Their  blood  is  the  soil  which  provides  life.  And  life  itself  is  a cyclical 
prayer  without  time. 

It  is  written  that  First  Man  and  First  Woman  emerged  from  the  Earth-womb 
of  the  underworlds  with  the  other  first  beings  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Silver  Lake  near  Silverton,  Colorado.  Initially,  these  holy  beings  created 
the  four  sacred  mountains  which  represent  mountains  of  the  underworlds.  To 
the  east,  Blanca  Peak  spirited  from  the  Earth  Mother's  soil.  Big  Sheep 
Mountain,  it  is  believed,  marked  the  Northern  boundary  in  the  La  Plata 
range.  Taylor  Peak  in  the  San  Mateos  marked  the  Southern  boundary.  And  to 
the  West,  the  San  Francisco  peaks  complete  the  life  circle,  with  Huerfano 
peak  at  the  center,  the  hub  of  the  universe  which  emanates  to  the  four 
directions . 

In  a complex  turn  of  events,  other  beings  like  the  Hero  Twins  came, 
destroying  monster  beings,  whispering  other  mountains  and  trees,  stars, 
water  and  a home  to  life,  preparing  this  world  for  its  inhabitants.  And 
then  story  by  story,  name  by  name,  clan  by  clan  were  created  the  Dineh, 
the  people,  also  known  as  the  Navajos.  In  the  Dineh  cosmology,  this 
physical  upper  world  is  a dualistic  replica  of  the  underworlds,  one  and 
the  same.  Every  berry.  Every  sage  twig,  animal,  insect,  was  created  by  the 
Dineh  Gods.  To  the  Dineh,  life  itself  is  a rich  worship  to  the  creation. 

To  destroy  the  land  and  the  people  is  to  profane  the  cosmology,  the  womb, 
the  prayer  itself,  which  is  the  life  cycle. 

"I  was  told  that  I had  five  grandmothers, " whispers  83  year-old  Roberta 
Blackgoat  in  a broken  English.  "Number  one  is  buried  near  here,  and  the 
daughter  was  buried  at  Tonalea.  And  the  granddaughter  of  the  first  is 
buried  across  the  canyon  at  the  higher  place.  And  the  fourth  grandchild  is 
buried  at  the  tip  of  the  canyon  that  lies  here,"  she  points.  "So  this  area 
has  been  through  five  grandmothers . All  our  flesh  is  the  dirt  right  here. 
They've  been  turned  to  soil.  So  in  that  way,  the  spirit  is  still  here. 

These  prayers  have  been  carried  on  since  the  very  beginning,  when  the 
Great  Father  created  the  world  and  set  us  here.  And  every  living  being-all 
the  insects  and  the  crawly  people,  the  four-legged  people  and  the  windy 
people-they ' ve  been  set  here  with  the  prayers  and  the  song.  We've  been  set 
here  to  take  care  of  this  land  and  told,  'This  is  what  you  have  to  use, 
don't  make  a mess  of  it.  Take  care  of  it  with  the  prayers.'" 

Roberta  Blackgoat,  a Dineh  elder  of  the  highest  esteem,  is  one  of  200 
traditional  Navajos  resisting  forced  relocation  from  their  homelands.  She, 
like  the  others,  live  what  most  would  consider  a hard  life,  herding  sheep, 
without  electricity,  running  water  or  telephones.  But  to  these  people, 
many  of  whom  can't  speak  English,  have  never  seen  a McDonalds,  and  have  no 
understanding  of  the  white  man's  laws,  the  prayer  and  traditional  life 
cycle  is  the  only  way  to  live.  To  abandon  these  lifeways  is  to  abandon 
their  responsibility  to  the  Gods. 

"The  holy  ones  set  the  Dineh  people  here  surrounded  by  the  four  sacred 
mountains,"  Roberta  continues.  "It's  tied  into  a bundle.  This  is  what's 
been  taught,  and  it  has  to  be  carried  on  from  generation  to  generation  to 
generation,  never  to  expire.  The  area  between  the  four  sacred  mountains, 
this  land,  it's  our  church.  On  the  west  side  is  our  altar.  But  if  they 
take  that  away  from  us,  are  we  gonna  move  our  altar  on  the  north  side  of 


the  four  sacred  mountains  or  the  south  side,  or  by  the  doorway?  We  can't 
do  that.  Now  they're  making  us  get  a permit  to  break  a medicine  leaf.  If  I 
go  to  the  Hopi  to  get  a permit  to  break  off  the  medicine,  what  would  I 
say?  Would  I tell  the  plant  that  I had  to  ask  the  Hopi  permission  to  go 
over  here  and  break  off  this  leaf?  It's  not  the  way  we  have.  We  have  a 
prayer  to  say  to  the  plant,  and  that's  more  important  than  some  idiot  idea 
they're  working  on  us." 

Land  Before  Time  Western  anthropologists  place  the  Navajo  emergence  to 
the  Four  Corners  region  at  around  500  years  ago,  encompassing  the  Chaco 
Canyon  and  Canyon  de  Chelly  area.  They  began  surrounding  the  Hopis,  who'd 
been  around  for  1,000  years.  Throughout  their  tenure  as  neighbors,  there 
have  always  been  small  scuffles  between  the  two  nations,  which  were 
resolved  internally. 

"Relocation"  is  a word  that's  never  sat  well  on  the  Navajo  palate.  It's 
a white  man's  word,  equivalent  to  death.  In  1864,  General  Carleton  and 
"friend  of  the  Indian"  Kit  Carson  forcibly  relocated  the  Dineh  on  the 
infamous  Long  Walk.  Like  cattle,  the  soldiers  rounded  up  the  8,500  Navajos 
who  survived  the  bullets  of  the  whites  and  herded  them  off  to  Fort  Sumner 
in  New  Mexican  territory.  Their  new  home  was  a desolate  concentration  camp 
along  the  Pecos  river  with  scant  wood  and  food  called  Bosque  Redondo, 
where  they  were  expected  to  cohabitate  with  the  Mescalero  Apaches.  En 
route  to  and  on  the  reservation,  hundreds  of  Navajos  died.  Many  dropped 
from  starvation  and  pestilence.  Others  were  shot  unarmed  while  trying  to 
escape.  But  most  died  from  the  sheer  heartbreak  and  depression  of  having 
their  roots  yanked  from  their  holy  land.  A once  strong  people  with 
hundreds  of  horses  and  sheep,  rich  peach  orchards,  fields  of  corn  and  deep 
religious  ties  to  the  land,  the  Dineh  had  been  broken  and  reduced  to  dirt. 

"When  it  is  considered  what  a magnificent  pastoral  and  mineral  country 
they  have  surrendered  to  us-a  country  whose  value  can  hardly  be  estimated- 
the  mere  pittance,  in  comparison,  which  must  be  given  to  support  them 
sinks  into  insignificance  as  a price  for  their  natural  heritage."  These, 
the  cynical  1864  words  of  General  Carleton,  overseer  of  the  removal. 

During  their  stay  at  Bosque  Redondo,  the  Navajos  practiced  none  of  their 
sacred  songs  and  ceremonies,  since  they  would  not  be  sanctified  by  the 
Holy  Ones  outside  the  realm  of  the  four  sacred  mountains.  They  were  a 
people  dislocated  from  their  church.  Year  after  year,  the  crops  failed  due 
to  alkalides  in  the  soil.  The  water  was  bad,  making  them  and  their 
livestock  sick.  And  the  entire  idea  was  costing  the  U.S.  government  some 
$1  million  annually-much  more  than  the  anticipated  $100,000  per  annum.  The 
graft  and  scandal  was  enormous,  as  Indian  agents  and  government  officials 
embezzled  nearly  75  percent  of  the  proceeds  allotted  the  Navajos,  who  were 
ironically  shipped  to  Fort  Sumner  initially  because  they  were  considered 
"thieves  and  raiders." 

The  Navajo  adventure  was  costing  too  much  dinero.  So  in  1868,  they  were 
sent  back  home  with  a new  treaty  promising  not  to  fight  with  the  whites. 

In  1873  an  executive  order  reservation,  roughly  125  by  170  miles  was 
declared  the  Navajo  reservation.  And  later,  in  1882,  another  executive 
order  reservation  surrounded  by  the  Navajo  reservation  was  declared  by 
President  Chester  A.  Arthur  for  the  Hopi  and  "other  Indians"  who  the 
government  may  so  desire,  consisting  of  2.5  million  acres.  During  the 
early  1900s,  the  Navajos  had  their  own  baby  boom,  and  the  Hopis  began  to 
complain  that  the  Navajos  were  encroaching  upon  the  Hopi  villages  with 
their  cattle.  So  finally,  in  the  1940s,  Grazing  District  Six  was 
established  for  exclusive  use  by  the  Hopi,  creating  a buffer  zone  between 
the  Hopi  villages  and  the  Dineh. 

In  1962,  a federal  court  ruled  that  the  remaining  1.8  million  acres 
would  in  perpetuity  be  know  as  the  Joint  Use  Area  (JUA),  where  the  Hopis 
and  Navajos  would  share  and  graze  the  land  equally. 

PL  93-531,  the  white  menace  "The  total  number  of  families  that  have  been 
determined  eligible  is  3,520,"  says  Paul  Tessler,  legal  eagle  for  the 
Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian  Relocation  in  Flagstaff,  Ariz.  "We  have 
relocated  3,104  families  to  date.  Twenty-six  of  those  were  Hopis,  the  rest 
were  Navajos.  Our  average  family  size  is  about  4.5  persons.  If  you  want  to 
multiply  that  out,  you'll  get  the  total  number  of  people  relocated  [13, 
968].  There's  a handful  of  families,  11  to  date,  who  have  refused  to  take 


advantage  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement  and  refused  to  relocate.  They're 
the  ones  who  are  facing  eviction." 

On  February  1,  both  tension  and  relief  swept  across  the  Navajo  and  Hopi 
reservations,  as  the  weathered  Navajo/Hopi  land  dispute  drew  to  a close, 
at  least  in  theory.  On  this  day,  the  division  of  former  (ILIA)  shared  by 
the  two  neighbors  was  made  official,  with  federal  land  title  handed  over 
to  each  of  the  nations.  The  current  land  struggle  dates  to  1974,  when 
Senator  Barry  Goldwater  ushered  the  land  division  law  PL  93-531  through 
Congress,  prompting  the  relocation  process  with  a projected  cost  of  $40 
million  for  an  estimated  3,500  Navajos.  Today,  the  relocation  still 
lingers  on,  costing  U.S.  taxpayers  nearly  $500  million  to  date.  In  1977, 
the  line  was  drawn,  splitting  the  3UA  50/50  between  the  nations  declaring 
each  respective  side  the  Hopi  Partition  Lands  (HPL)  and  the  Navajo 
Partition  Lands  (NPL).  All  Hopis,  around  100,  on  the  Navajo  side  were 
ordered  to  move.  And  all  13,000  Navajos  on  the  Hopi  side  were  ordered  to 
do  the  same.  After  the  February  1,  2000  deadline,  all  Navajos  remaining 
are  considered  trespassers  on  the  HPL. 

On  December  14,  1995,  the  Hopis  offered  a 75-year  Accommodation 
Agreement  to  remaining  Navajo  traditionals  resisting  relocation.  Those  who 
signed  were  permitted  to  stay  for  that  term  on  a three-acre  plot,  without 
the  ability  to  build  structures,  a limit  to  a half-dozen  sheep,  and  the 
list  goes  on.  Essentially,  the  Navajos  signing  the  agreement  would  need 
Hopi  permission  to  eat,  breathe  and  sleep.  Those  who  refused  to  sign  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  are  now  subject  to  eviction.  There's  no  choice  now. 
They  will  be  removed,  whether  willingly  or  by  force.  It's  only  a matter  of 
time. 

"It's  really  up  to  the  Navajo  Nation  and  these  non-signers,"  says  Eugene 
Kaye,  spokesman  for  the  Hopis. 

But  there's  only  10  or  12  families  left.  Why  not  just  let  them  live  out 
their  lives  out  there?  They're  not  harming  anyone. 

"You  know,"  says  Kaye,  "before  the  1974  act  was  passed,  they  were  trying 
to  work  something  out,  and  at  that  time,  the  Hopi  Tribe  offered  the  Navajo 
families  'life  estates,'  and  they  turned  it  down,  claiming  that  it  was 
'death  estates.'  They  didn't  want  that,  so  that  offer  was  rejected.  We 
didn't  have  to  do  this.  We  didn't  have  to  offer  anything,  but  the  Hopi 
Tribe  did.  It  was  their  choice  not  to  recognize  our  government  or  any 
government.  They  wanted  to  be  their  own." 

The  dispute  has  been  a long  and  arduous  process.  Relocation  deadlines 
have  come  and  gone.  Fences  have  been  strung  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  to 
mark  off  their  land  acquisition,  only  to  be  defensively  cut  by  Navajo 
resisters.  Navajo  sheep  have  been  rounded  up  time  and  again  by  the  BLM  and 
the  Hopis  in  their  "Grazing  Reduction  Program."  In  the  past,  the  livestock 
impoundments  have  struck  terror  and  fear  into  traditional  Dineh,  who  never 
know  when  the  Hopi  Rangers  and  armed  federal  officers  will  roll  in  with 
the  trucks  to  impound  their  sheep,  the  very  staple  of  traditional  Dineh 
existence.  To  many,  it  is  seen  as  a means  of  psychological  warfare,  aimed 
to  wear  down  relocation  resistance. 

"It  denies  the  Indian  people  the  ability  to  sustain  themselves,"  says 
Ward  Churchill,  C.U.  Professor  of  Ethnic  Studies  and  author  of  Struggle 
for  the  Land.  "They  don't  have  a hook  into  the  cash  economy.  They  grow 
their  own.  The  problem  with  the  livestock  impoundments  is  it  denies  them 
the  subsistence  base  that  would  allow  them  to  resist.  The  most  delicious 
part  of  it  is  they've  packaged  that  bill  of  goods  as  some  sort  of 
conservancy  measure  because  they  say  that  Navajos  are  ' overgrazing'  this 
land  and  causing  soil  erosion  of  a terrain  that's  been  earmarked  for 
strip-mining  for  Christ's  sake.  Ever  since  the  1940s  they've  been  saying 
that  the  Navajos  have  been  overgrazing  this  land.  They're  trying  to  force 
them  into  a dependency  relationship,  whereas  the  subsistence  economy 
allows  them  to  be  relatively  independent." 

The  greatest  fear  of  Big  Mountain  inhabitants  is  that  the  land,  once 
relinquished,  will  be  stripped  of  coal  by  the  Peabody  Coal  Company,  a 
British  multinational  mining  firm.  Currently,  the  mines  at  Black  Mesa  and 
Kayenta,  in  the  Northeast  corner  of  the  former  3UA  are  expanding  at  more 
than  500  acres  per  year,  as  the  jaws  of  the  dragline  rip  into  the  ore, 
extracting  hundreds  of  tons  of  coal  each  day.  Many  believe  that  coal  is 


the  driving  force  behind  PL  93-531  and  the  forced  relocation.  It  has  been 
determined  that  major  parts  of  the  former  3UA  are  ore  rich,  and  that 
relocation  is  a means  of  clearing  the  land  for  extraction.  As  written  into 
PL  93-531,  although  the  land  surface  of  the  former  3UA  is  divided  equally 
between  the  nations,  ownership  is  only  of  the  topsoil.  Mineral  rights  and 
royalties  are  divided  equally  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Councils. 

"I've  been  working  on  the  issue  for  22  years,"  says  Paul  Tessler.  "I  do 
not  believe  this  was  a coal  conspiracy  involving  Peabody  Coal  and  the 
Hopis  to  get  the  Navajos  off  the  land.  Some  people  don't  like  the  idea  of 
coal  being  mined  on  Indian  lands.  They  think  the  Indians  are  being 
exploited . " 

And  it  turns  out  that  "they"  are  probably  right.  Dust  last  week  a 
federal  judge  in  the  U.S.  Court  of  Claims  decided  the  case,  Navajo  Nation 
vs.  USA,  denying  compensation  of  $600  million  to  the  Navajos  over  a 
royalty  dispute  which  involved  Ronald  Reagan's  Interior  Secretary  Donald 
Hodel,  who  secretly  consorted  with  Peabody  Coal  in  an  ex  parte  meeting, 
withholding  information  from  the  Navajos,  skewing  a slated  20  percent 
royalty  revaluation  down  to  12.5  percent  in  1984.  A major  savings  for 
Peabody  Coal,  and  the  swindle  of  the  century.  "We  conclude  that  the 
defendant,  acting  through  former  Secretary  Hodel,  violated  the  most  basic 
common  law  fiduciary  duties  owed  the  Navajo  Nation,"  stated  the  Dudge  in 
his  final  remarks. 

"They've  been  brainwashed,"  says  Roberta  Blackgoat.  "They  want  to  move 
us  away  from  our  altar  and  put  in  a mine.  We're  sitting  on  these  precious 
minerals.  These  precious  minerals  are  the  Mother  Earth's  liver,  and  lung 
and  heart.  We  want  our  Mother  Earth  to  be  healed,  but  they  don't  care. 

They  only  want  to  get  more  money  in  their  pockets.  If  these  congressional 
people  and  legislators  want  to  sue  somebody,  let  them  sue  the  Creator!" 

The  New  Bosque  Redondo  Driving  through  the  rippled  byways  and  mud  tracks 
of  the  Big  Mountain  area,  it's  common  to  stumble  across  a herd  of  30  or  40 
white  sheep  crossing  the  road  with  a couple  of  mutt  dogs  running  around  as 
shepherds.  You'll  know  the  owner  is  close-by,  just  out  of  sight.  You'll 
look  and  look,  as  the  sheep  scatter  to  clear  a path  for  your  passage.  And 
then,  just  beyond  a big  juniper,  there  she'll  be,  like  an  apparition  in 
traditional  garb,  riding  high  in  the  saddle,  watching  over  her  flock. 

Dineh  traditional  living  is  very  much  the  same  it's  been  for  the  past  five 
centuries.  However,  the  threats  to  this  culture  loom  large. 

"New  Lands"...  Has  a nice  ring  to  it.  This  parcel  was  acquired  by  the 
Navajo  nation  to  accommodate  the  14,000  Navajo  relocatees  from  the  HPL. 
Throughout  this  area,  the  houses  are  on  neat  little  cul  de  sacs  with 
street  signs  like  Manuelito,  named  after  the  great  Dineh  leader  who  fought 
against  Kit  Carson  in  1863.  You  never  know  when  irony  will  bare  its 
grinning  teeth.  In  the  Big  Mountain  area,  the  dogs  run  free.  In  New  Lands, 
they're  on  chains.  The  local  Conoco  in  Sanders  is  the  regular  loafing  spot 
Liquor  can  be  purchased  at  the  ready.  A rural  ghost  town  and  highway 
gutter,  just  out  of  eyeshot  of  Interstate  40. 

"We've  built  a relocation  community  there,  where  we  took  about  350,000 
acres  of  raw  ranch  land,"  says  Paul  Tessler,  pitching  his  Indian  projects. 
"The  people  on  the  New  Lands  have  it  pretty  good  by  comparison  for  grazing 
Besides  that,  we've  built  a chapter  house,  an  eye  and  chest  clinic,  a head 
start  center,  senior  citizens  center,  behavioral  health  center,  a police 
sub-station,  power,  water,  roads,  sewer." 

In  1976,  about  60  miles  upstream  on  the  Rio  Puerco,  one  of  the  most 
devastating  radioactive  uranium  spills  in  U.S.  history  flooded  the  river, 
which  flows  right  through  New  Lands.  Relocatees  living  along  the  river 
think  it's  typical  for  the  U.S.  to  purchase  their  land  in  one  of  these  as 
yet  undeclared  "National  Sacrifice  Areas."  At  a recent  talk  at  the 
University  of  Colorado,  Verna  Clinton,  a resident  of  the  Star  Mountain 
relocation  area  of  the  HPL,  and  Willie  Begay,  a Big  Mountain  area  rancher, 
both  believe  that  the  rise  in  cancer  patients  in  New  Lands  is  directly 
related  to  the  stress  of  relocation,  coupled  with  the  contaminated  Rio 
Puerco. 

"It  was  the  biggest  nuclear  spill  ever  recorded,"  says  Clinton.  "Tons 
and  tons  of  green  slime  broke  the  dam  on  the  Rio  Puerco  and  ran  down  to 
Gallup.  For  a while  there,  we  were  going  to  funerals  every  month,"  she 


adds,  explaining  how  two  of  her  aunts  living  in  New  Lands  have  been 
stricken  with  cancer. 

"The  Department  of  Interior  is  denying  they  knew  that  this  land  was 
contaminated/'  says  Begay.  "But  we  have  documents  that  they  knew  this  land 
was  contaminated." 

Paul  Tessler  assures  that  the  wells  supplying  New  Lands  residents  with 
water  percolate  from  aquifers  which  aren't  recharged  by  the  Rio  Puerco. 
However,  he  adds,  "when  the  Rio  Puerco  flows  in  the  spring  when  there's 
run-off,  if  you  went  and  allowed  your  cattle  or  kids  to  drink  the  water  in 
the  river,  it  probably  wouldn't  be  good.  But  we  did  a several  million 
dollar  study  which  said  that  the  water  from  the  wells  is  not  affected  by 
the  spill." 

Aside  from  these  threats,  alcoholism  is  on  the  rise  in  Sanders,  most- 
likely  the  effects  of  depression  associated  with  relocation.  When  I took  a 
drive  through  there,  I picked  up  an  HPL  New  Lands  relocatee,  a Navajo  man 
who  was  pretty  hammered,  and  gave  him  a lift  60  miles  down  to  St.  Dohns. 

As  we  bounced  along  the  road  toward  his  destination,  he  looked  over  and 
said,  "I  don't  know  who  I am  anymore.  I have  nothing  now." 

Voices  crying  in  the  dark  At  dawn  on  February  2,  the  200  walkers  greeted 
the  morning  sun  with  coffee,  shaking  the  sleep  from  their  eyes  after  a 
night  of  good  conversation,  acoustic  music  and  folk  songs,  jokes  and 
laughs.  This  day  would  see  the  final  leg  of  the  Long  Walk  for  Peace,  three 
miles  to  a holy  spot  near  Roberta's.  Around  8 am,  with  full  bellies,  the 
throng  broke  camp,  packed  up,  and  geared  into  the  walk,  which  ended  with  a 
sacred  pipe  ceremony  led  by  Sun  Dance  overseer,  Allen  Dim.  After  the 
elders  spoke,  the  Pipe  entrance  song  began.  The  Pipes,  three  total,  were 
packed  atop  Mount  Kuraiyama  by  the  wife  of  Nippashi,  a Japanese  Monk  and 
Sun  Dancer,  who  spent  10  years  living  with  the  traditional  Dineh  at  Big 
Mountain.  Before  dying  in  late  1998,  Nippashi  spent  his  life  praying  for 
the  Dineh  elders.  Big  Mountain  and  world  harmony.  His  bones  join  the  many 
others  that  line  the  generations  of  soil  across  this  holy  land. 

"All  of  us  who  are  struggling  so  hard  to  protect  Indigenous  rights,  what 
we're  really  talking  about  is  our  souls,"  says  Julia  Butterfly.  "To  me, 
everything  that  is  wrong  in  our  world  is  all  our  responsibility.  When  you 
first  look  at  it,  you  see  Peabody  Coal  as  the  responsible  party  for  what's 
happening  out  here.  And  you  see  the  government.  And  you  see  the  corrupt 
people  pretending  to  represent  the  Indigenous  people.  Those  are  the  people 
you  first  see  as  being  the  problem.  But  then  if  you  think  about  it, 

Peabody  Coal  would  have  no  business  if  people  were  conserving  more  energy. 
So  the  responsibility  comes  back  to  the  consumer." 

"The  people  who  live  on  the  land  have  every  right  to  live  on  the  land," 
says  Ward  Churchill.  "They've  lived  on  the  land  since  before  there  was  a 
United  States  by  a fair  sight.  They  don't  want  to  relinquish  the  land. 
They're  under  no  legal  obligation  that's  discernible.  There  it  is.  It's  a 
sham  and  a shell  game  from  start  to  finish.  It's  presumptive  arrogance  on 
the  part  of  an  imperial  power  called  the  United  States  to  administer  for 
its  own  purposes  the  internal  domains  of  other  peoples.  What's  the  loss? 
The  people  who  constituted  the  largest  remaining  traditional  enclave  of 
Indigenous  society  remaining  in  all  of  North  America,  that's  the  loss,  and 
that's  inherent  in  its  own  terms.  In  a greater  sense,  the  loss  is  the 
humanity  of  this  society.  This  is  simply  another  cardinal  signifier  of 
that.  Not  just  inhuman,  but  anti-human.  It's  unspeakable  in  the  sense  that 
I can't  come  up  with  words  to  describe  it." 

"Our  ancestors  are  buried  all  over  here,"  says  Roberta  Blackgoat.  "We 
don't  know  how  thick  the  bones  are  that  we're  sitting  on.  That's  the  main 
thing  I have  in  my  mind.  These  are  our  roots.  The  prayers  and  the  holy 
songs  are  still  here  with  us.  We're  carrying  on  the  law  of  our  great  great 
great  ancestors.  We're  carrying  on  how  the  prayer  has  to  be  carried  on. 

And  now  they  want  to  take  it  away  from  us.  Why?" 
c.  1999  Boulder  Weekly.  All  Rights  Reserved. 
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Movement  2000,  independent  media  collective,  reports: 

ZAPATISTA  WOMEN  MARCH  FOR  AN  END  TO  MILITARIZATION 

military  and  paramilitary  activity  against  indigenous  communities  increases 

Despite  intensified  military  mobilization  and  hostility  in  recent  weeks, 
thousands  of  Zapatista  women  celebrated  International  Women's  Day  by 
marching  into  the  city  of  San  Cristo'bal  de  las  Casas  and  taking  over  a 
government  radio  station  in  order  to  broadcast  their  call  for  an  end  to 
the  militarization  of  their  communities.  The  women,  who  traveled  from  the 
Lacandon  lungle,  the  highlands,  the  north  of  Chiapas  and  the  border  with 
Guatemala,  braved  long  journeys  through  zones  which  are  heavily  patrolled 
by  military  and  paramilitary  groups  in  order  to  participate  in  the  march. 
The  women  marched  carrying  their  young  children,  as  well  as  banners  of 
protest  with  drawings  of  the  military  airplanes,  tanks,  and  helicopters 
that  constantly  harass  their  communities. 

A group  of  200  of  the  marchers  peacefully  occupied  the  government  radio 
station  Radio  Uno  and  broadcast  for  one  hour  during  the  march.  Maria 
Angelica,  a tzeltal  woman  from  the  Lacandon  jungle  explained  to  listeners 
throughout  the  state,  "Many  of  us  do  not  know  how  to  read  or  write,  and 
for  this  reason  we  come  so  you  all  can  listen  to  us.  We  want  you  all  to 
know  that  we  will  not  get  accustomed  to  the  militarization."  The  broadcast, 
conducted  in  both  Spanish  and  indigenous  languages,  denounced  military  and 
paramilitary  violence  against  indigenous  communities  and  called  for 
respect  for  the  rights  of  women  and  fulfillment  of  the  Accords  of  San 
Andre's.  The  Zapatista  support  bases  declared,  "The  militarization  and 
paramilitarization  of  our  communities  is  now  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  the  misery,  poverty,  sickness  and  the  death  of  many  indigenous  people. 
The  military  blockade,  the  daily  harassment,  by  land  and  by  air,  and  the 
persecution  of  us  by  the  bad  government,  has  been  a grave  obstacle  for  the 
completion  of  our  daily  work,  which  is  the  only  way  we  indigenous  people 
can  survive." 

In  the  last  two  weeks,  as  the  women  prepared  to  leave  their  communities 
to  march,  military  presence  in  all  three  regions  of  resistance,  the 
jungle,  the  highlands,  and  the  north,  has  increased  drastically  in  number 
and  intensity.  Community  authorities  have  declared  extreme  alert  and  have 
advised  the  population  to  prepare  for  military  attack.  The  bold  military 
advance  into  the  communities  in  resistance  in  all  the  indigenous  territory 
of  the  state  is  marked  by  an  increase  in  army  patrols,  checkpoints,  troop 
mobilization  and  the  reinitiation  of  paramilitary  group  activities.  As  the 
military  occupies  more  and  more  communal  lands,  they  arrive  with  heavy 
machinery  to  build  highways  and  army  bases,  thus  destroying  acres  of 
forest  and  jungle  and  contaminating  rivers  and  lakes. 

A representative  of  the  tzotzil  highlands  warns  "the  situation  is  grave. 
When  there  is  military  movement  like  there  is  now,  it  means  that  at  any 
moment  something  could  happen."  Airplanes  and  helicopters  have  been  flying 
over  the  communities  so  low  that  they  scrape  the  roofs  of  the  houses.  A 
teacher  reports  that  in  La  Realidad,  a helicopter  hovered  so  low  that  is 
seemed  like  it  were  going  to  land  in  the  patio  of  the  elementary  school. 
From  within  the  helicopter,  a soldier  videotaped  inside  the  classroom. 
Similar  actions  have  occurred  in  other  communities  in  recent  days.  In 
Oventic,  soldiers  shoot  into  the  air  in  the  afternoon  and  the  paramilitary 


groups  surround  the  communities  in  the  night.  A community  authority 
explains,  "This  means  that  want  to  provoke  us,  threaten  us  for  wanting  to 
struggle  peacefully.  What  the  government  wants  is  an  armed  confrontation. 

We  will  make  sure  that  there  is  no  response  to  the  government  provocation. 
But  nor  will  we  accept  being  humiliated  by  them,  because  the  cause  of  our 
struggle  is  fair  and  true." 

The  marchers  held  a meeting  in  the  public  plaza  of  San  Cristo'bal  de  las 
Casas  in  which  they  declared,  "We  have  not  given  up  in  our  protest 
against  the  dirty  war  of  [President]  Zedillo  and  [Governor]  Albores.  The 
government  continues  to  promote,  protect  and  finance  paramilitary  groups= 
85with  the  clear  objective  of  dividing  the  communities,  provoking 
confrontation,  persecuting  Zapatista  support  bases  and  assassinating  the 
leaders  of  the  people.  The  militarization  and  the  paramilitarization  has 
promoted  and  increased  the  violence,  the  division,  the  murder, 
prostitution,  drug  addiction,  and  alcoholism.  All  this  has  gravely  damaged 
our  towns  and  communities." 

The  women  also  called  for  the  liberation  of  the  political  prisoners  of 
the  UNAM,  echoing  the  voices  of  the  jailed  UNAM  students  who  once  marched 
the  streets  of  San  Cristo'bal  with  the  Zapatistas.  Meanwhile,  in  Mexico 
City,  the  women  of  the  UNAM  declared  that  they  could  not  celebrate  Di'a  de 
la  Mujer  when  44  women  students  are  incarcerated  for  the  crime  of 
defending  the  university.  Parents  of  the  180  students  still  in  jail 
continue  to  protest  in  front  of  the  Rector'  s Office,  symbolically 
crucifying  themselves,  sustaining  a hunger  strike  and  extracting  blood  to 
paint  the  words  "Freedom  for  Political  Prisoners,"  on  the  doors  of  the 
administration  building.  The  parents  demand  that  the  Rector  withdraw 
charges  against  the  students,  explaining  "we  are  here,  peacefully 
protesting  with  the  only  weapons  we  have,  with  all  that  we  have  left:  our 
blood,  our  sacrifice  and  our  hunger."  They  are  learning  the  lesson  that 
the  Zapatista  woman  announced  during  the  pirate  broadcast:  "The  more  they 
persecute  and  jail  us,  the  stronger  we  become." 

There  is  a great  need  for  videocameras,  cameras,  tape  recorders,  and 
other  equipment  that  can  be  used  for  human  rights  documentation  in 
indigenous  communities  throughout  Mexico.  If  you  or  someone  you  know  would 
like  to  donate  equipment,  please  contact  Movement_2000@yahoo.com 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
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Two  Worlds  Collide 
By  Matt  Mygatt 
c.  The  Associated  Press 
February  5,  2000 

Russell  Pedro  draws  two  overlapping  circles  on  a piece  of  paper  -- 
circles  representing  two  worlds. 

In  one,  American  Indian  society,  Pedro  notes  a stress  on  cooperation, 
the  present,  tribal  community,  culture,  native  religion,  patience, 
contentment.  In  the  other,  a dominant  Anglo  society,  Pedro  outlines  an 
emphasis  on  individual  goals,  education,  the  future,  materialism, 
education,  aggressiveness,  competitiveness. 

It  is  a business  model,  but  it  just  as  easily  can  be  interpreted  as  a 


model  on  life  facing  many  American  Indians  in  the  21st  century. 

It  rings  especially  true  for  those,  like  Pedro  and  some  fellow  business 
students  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico,  who  find  themselves  in  the 
middle,  straddling  both  worlds. 

Many  Indians  in  college  are  eager  to  earn  degrees,  enter  the  corporate 
world  and  return  home  to  share  their  knowledge.  But  they  worry  that  their 
youthful  exuberance  will  be  stymied  by  an  older  generation  set  it  its  ways. 

"They're  still  in  that  sort  of  mindset  and  they  don't  realize  that  we 
have  a lot  of  things  that  we  can  share,"  says  Terri  Bitsie,  31,  a Navajo 
from  Mexican  Springs  who  is  pursuing  a master's  degree  in  business 
administration . 

"They  rely  on  outside  sources,  Anglo  managers,  to  run  everything," 

Bitsie  says. 

Her  message:  "Let's  do  it  for  us!" 

Pedro,  22,  of  Laguna  Pueblo,  also  says  the  older  generation  needs  to 
change  its  attitudes  for  there  to  be  progress.  "I  think  when  that  happens, 
boom,  up  and  run,"  he  says.  But  Peter  Pino,  Zia  Pueblo's  administrator, 
urges  the  students  to  come  home  with  a lot  of  patience,  understanding, 
respect . 

"If  you  feel  you  have  a good  idea,  you  should  plant  the  seed  to  be 
nurtured  and  assist  that  seed  in  being  nurtured  by  your  patience  and 
communications  and  respect  to  elders,"  he  says. 

Pino  holds  out  his  left  hand,  offering  immediate,  individual  material 
gratification:  "The  two-story  houses,  the  four-car  garages,  the  list  goes 
on  and  on." 

He  holds  out  his  right  hand,  offering  spirituality,  a healthy  life,  a 
sense  of  community,  of  family.  "That  hand  looks  empty,  but  it  offers  you  a 
life  in  unison  with  nature.  It's  there  for  a long  existence,"  Pino  says. 
"But  if  you're  not  careful,  and  look  out  for  No.  1,  you  can  pay  for  some 
negative  consequences." 

While  there  are  no  solid  figures  on  the  number  of  Indians  who  graduate 
from  high  school  and  go  to  college,  the  number  is  pretty  small,  says 
Suzette  Brewer,  assistant  director  for  the  Denver-based  American  Indian 
College  Fund. 

About  7 percent  of  the  102,730  students  attending  post-secondary  schools 
in  the  fall  were  American  Indian,  according  to  the  state  Commission  on 
Higher  Education. 

Of  the  17,317  high  school  graduates  in  New  Mexico  in  1998-99,  1,677  were 
American  Indians,  said  Peter  Abeyta,  a state  Department  of  Education  data 
analyst . 

There  are  no  numbers  on  Indian  students  who  enter  New  Mexico  colleges 
and  stay  to  graduate,  said  Liz  Jenkins,  the  commission's  director  of 
educational  programs. 

Gene  Humeyestewa,  24,  a Hopi,  is  keenly  aware  that  he  and  his  fellow 
students,  once  they  graduate,  must  balance  their  hunger  for  tribal 
economic  development  with  tribal  tradition. 

"We  want  to  go  back  out  there  and  start  new  economic  developments," 
Humeyestewa  says.  "But  we  have  to  make  sure  we  can  speak  our  language 
because  that's  how  we're  going  to  communicate  our  politics  with  tribal 
government."  Humeyestewa  often  is  frustrated  at  Hopi  Tribal  Council 
meetings,  where  the  elders  "bring  up  some  good  points,  but  they  never  find 
a solution  to  a problem." 

"They're  sitting  up  there  the  whole  day  and  then  you  walk  out  at  the  end 
of  the  day  and  say,  'OK,  what's  the  point?  What  have  we  accomplished  here 
today?'  They're  just  sitting  there  and  regurgitating  the  same  thing  over 
and  over  and  over,"  he  says. 

But  Pino  counters:  "Anything  good  takes  a lot  of  time.  Some  change  takes 
a lifetime." 

Pedro  says  he's  learned  to  watch  his  lingo  when  attending  Laguna  Pueblo 
council  meetings  and  communicating  his  ideas  to  the  elders. 

"My  uncle  was  (tribal)  secretary  and  my  grandfather  was  governor  and 
they  tell  me,  'When  you  write  letters,  don't  include  all  this  e-mail  me 
this'  because  actually  you're  putting  them  down  because  they  don't  know 
what  e-mail  is,"  Pedro  says. 

"There's  certain  ways  you  have  to  go  around  or  else  you'll  come  off  as  a 


showoff  or  know-it-all/'  he  says.  Pedro  says  his  uncle  also  taught  him  to 
"go  to  the  meetings,  show  your  face,  let  them  recognize  you  and  then  you 
can  start  slowly.  Gain  recognition,  gain  respect  and  then  you  can  slowly 
implement  what  you  want." 

laye  Francis,  38,  also  of  Laguna,  says  she  sees  the  upcoming  generation 
as  seeds  who  "are  going  to  start  up  this  new  interest  in  economic 
development,  in  self-sufficiency,  in  self-determination." 

Tribal  elders  might  be  afraid  that  their  culture  may  be  lost,  but  it's 
not  justified,  says  Francis,  a UNM  employee  and  student. 

"This  is  how  we  can  really  save  our  culture  --  by  including  our  young 
people  who  are  going  off  and  getting  their  education,"  she  says. 

Change  is  nothing  new  for  Indians  living  in  New  Mexico.  They've  been  in 
the  adaptation  business  for  the  last  500  years,  dealing  with  Spain,  Mexico 
and  the  United  States. 

"We've  been  able  to  take  the  good  and  bad  and  more  or  less  have  gone 
forward  and  identify  what's  important  for  us,"  former  Santa  Ana  Pueblo  Gov. 
Bruce  Sanchez  says. 

But  change  has  been  different  in  the  last  half  of  this  century. 
Traditional  means  of  developing  tribal  economies  like  agriculture,  hunting 
and  trade  have  been  lost. 

"So  what  makes  it  kind  of  urgent  now  is  that  those  things  are  being  lost 
and  there  are  very  few  people  who  can  sort  of  pass  that  knowledge  on  to 

the  younger  generation,"  Bitsie  says.  "So  there  is  a need  for  us,  as 

younger  people  and  people  with  business  degrees  and  skills,  to  adapt  to 
some  of  the  stuff  in  the  dominant  society." 

Modern  technologies  and  progressive  business  ideas  can  benefit  tribes  -- 
not  necessarily  at  the  detriment  of  tribal  tradition,  the  students  say. 

"There's  a lot  of  arguments  that  using  some  of  the  benefits  of  modern 
society  and  technology  and  education  and  stuff  can  actually  help 
strengthen  our  tribal  culture  and  traditions,"  Bitsie  says.  "But  if  it's 
used  for  entertainment,  then  the  educational  value  is  not  seen  in  it.  We 
have  that  right  now." 

Pedro  sees  his  job  as  opening  doors  for  the  next  generation. 

"It's  going  to  be  hard,  yeah,  it's  going  to  take  time,  but  once  it  does 

happen  for  the  next  generation  --  watch  out,"  he  says.  Regis  Pecos  of 
Cochiti  Pueblo,  executive  director  of  the  New  Mexico  Office  of 

Indian  Affairs,  says  the  seeds  of  the  next  generation  must  be  nurtured. 

"I  know  that  at  the  end  of  the  next  century  our  great  grandchildren  will 
be  talking  about  this  time  as  a time  when  we  fully  revitalized  ourselves 
culturally,"  he  says. 

"As  we  look  at  the  sun  setting  on  this  millennium,  we  can  awake  to  the 
sunrise  of  the  next  millennium  with  our  remaining  homelands,  with  our 
language,  with  our  native  religion,  with  our  traditional  government, 
system,  with  our  extended  families  and  our  extended  community." 
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Prison  planned  at  Casa  Grande  Ruins  latest  concern  of  preservationists 

COOLIDGE  (AP)  - The  present  is  rapidly  closing  in  on  the  past  near 
this  central  Arizona  community's  ancient  ruins. 

The  Casa  Grande  Ruins  National  Monument  soon  will  be  bordered  by  a 
Wal-Mart  Supercenter  on  the  east  and  possibly  a federal  holding  prison 
on  the  west.  Houses  already  exist  south  of  the  ruins. 

Preservationists  say  they  cannot  stop  the  encroaching  development  or 
save  the  panoramic  views  from  the  500-year-old  Hohokam  village  because 
the  city  needs  to  generate  taxes  and  jobs.  Casa  Grande,  a four-story 


building,  is  its  centerpiece. 

"It's  inevitable  that  you'll  stand  in  the  monument  and  see  what's 
going  to  occur  with  development,"  said  Glen  Rice,  an  archaeologist  who 
heads  the  Office  of  Cultural  Resource  Management  at  Arizona  State 
University. 

The  first  big  development  will  be  Wal-Mart,  which  is  building  a 
107,000-square-foot  store  that  will  employ  200  workers. 

Archaeologists  went  along  with  the  plan  after  Wal-Mart  agreed  to  allow 
archaeological  testing  on  its  35-acre  site  and,  afterward,  shifted  the 
store's  location  to  accommodate  remains  found  at  the  original 
location . 

"Our  first  preference  would  be  for  Wal-Mart  to  not  build  their  store 
there  at  all,"  said  Keith  Kintigh,  an  ASU  archaeology  professor  and 
president  of  the  American  Society  for  American  Archaeology.  "But, 
failing  that,  we  were  glad  to  have  them  do  some  testing." 

Wal-Mart  also  donated  more  than  13  acres  on  the  northwestern  part  of 
its  site  Friday  to  the  Archaeological  Conservancy,  a non-profit  group 
that  preserves  such  sites. 

"They've  gone  way  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty,"  Kintigh  said. 

What  concerns  archaeologists  more  now  are  plans  for  the  western  edge 
of  the  ruins.  The  U.S.  Marshals  Service  is  talking  about  locating  a 
temporary  holding  facility  for  felons  on  the  western  side  of  the 
2-square-mile  site. 

"I  don't  think  a federal  prison  on  the  west  side  of  the  monument  is 
the  best  neighbor  for  the  monument,"  Rice  said.  "I'm  pretty  certain 
that  there  are  archaeological  remains  in  that  area.  So,  if  the  federal 
prison  goes  in  there,  work  would  have  to  be  done  to  excavate  those 
remains . " 

The  federal  law  enforcement  agency  is  looking  for  a facility  to  house 
up  to  2,000  prisoners  before  they  are  tried  in  court.  It  has  issued  a 
request  for  proposals  from  private  companies  to  build  and  manage  such 
a facility  within  a 100-mile  radius  of  Phoenix  or  Tucson,  including  a 
possible  location  near  the  Casa  Grande  Ruins. 

A similar  facility  is  run  by  Corrections  Corporation  of  America  in 
nearby  Florence. 

Preservationists  say  they  hope  Coolidge  thinks  carefully  about 
development  around  the  ruins.  What  the  city  needs  is  a hotel  and 
restaurants  located  closer  to  the  center  of  the  city  to  draw  tourists 
in  and  keep  them  awhile,  they  say. 

"The  Casa  Grande  does  not  do  the  city  of  Coolidge  any  good  if  there's 
no  tourist  facilities  around,"  Rice  said.  "This  is  their  big  source  of 
revenue,  except  it's  not  a source  of  revenue  until  they  can  tap  into 
the  tourist  dollars." 

"RE : statement  Concerning  Inmate  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Mar  2000  17:01:18  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : BOP:  Statement  concerning  inmate  Leonard  Peltier 
Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Peltier  supporters. 

We  just  got  the  message  from  BOP  (below).  It  looks  like  Leonard  is  being 
transferred  to  Rochester  (where  the  Mayo  Clinic  is  located!!!!)  We  did  not 
expect  to  be  told  where  he  would  be  transferred,  but  we  were.  THANK  YOU  FOR 
YOUR  VERY  QUICK  RESPONSES.  Until  further  notice  we  will  discontinue  calls 
to  the  BOP  and  Leavenworth  as  requested  by  Scott  Wolfson  below.  We  will 
keep  you  informed  of  any  developments.  We  still  need  to  keep  an  eye  on  him 
in  Rochester.  Thanks  again. 

Solidarity, 

LPDC 

Original  Message 

Date:  Monday,  March  20,  2000  4:24  PM 


From:  Scott  D.  Wolfson  <swolfson@bop.gov> 

Sub j : Statement  concerning  inmate  Leonard  Peltier 

>Statement  Concerning  Inmate  Leonard  Peltier 
> 

>This  morning.  Bureau  of  Prisons  staff  escorted  inmate  Leonard  Peltier, 
89637-132,  from  the  United  States  Penitentiary  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  to 
the  Federal  Medical  Center  in  Rochester,  Minnesota.  This  transfer  is  a 
temporary  designation. 

> 

>Inmate  Peltier  is  not  in  a life-threatening  condition. 

> 

>We  will  provide  the  Defense  Committee  with  additional  information  as  it 
becomes  available  tomorrow. 

> 

>We  ask  that  you  not  call  the  Central  Office,  USP  Leavenworth,  or  FMC 
Rochester,  as  the  Public  Affairs  office  for  the  BOP  will  continue  to  work 
closely  with  the  LPDC. 

> 

>Thank  you  for  your  cooperation, 

>Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons 
>Office  of  Public  Affairs 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  20  March  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Date:  Mon,  20  Mar  2000  21:40:44  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Native  prisoner  appeal 

Gary  and  I spent  several  hours  yesterday  visiting  with  Indian  inmates  at 
U.S.P.  Atlanta.  We  need  some  help.  First  is  a purely  practical  matter. 
We've  been  asked  by  the  chaplains  to  find  willow  poles  to  rebuild  the 
inmates'  lodge  in  April.  We  need  about  40,  and  we've  been  told  the  prison 
provides  funds  to  cover  their  cost.  But  we  have  to  find  somebody  who  has  a 
willow  grove  they're  willing  to  cut  from  and  it'd  be  nice  if  they  were 
within  a reasonable  driving  distance  of  Atlanta.  Any  suggestions? 

The  second  is  that  time-worn  problem  of  stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  the 
Indian  inmates'  spiritual  traditions.  For  those  not  familiar  with  this 
particular  institution  --  it's  "hard  time,"  as  much  maximum  security  as  is 
Leavenworth  (in  fact,  the  current  warden  and  assistant  were  formerly  at 
Leavenworth).  The  Native  inmates  are  a mixed  group,  a smattering  from  every 
major  tribal  group  in  this  country  and  Mexico  and  the  Pacific  Islands.  Some 
have  been  traditionally  raised;  more  have  had  a mixed  upbringing  and  are 
less  firmly  rooted  in  their  tribes  traditions.  In  both  cases,  the 
traditions  either  always  were  or  have  become  a lifeline  to  retain  honor  and 
respect  for  themselves  and  their  people  in  an  environment  that 
systematically  strips  them  of  both. 


While  we  got  a lot  of  talking  accomplished  yesterday  that  needed  to  be  done, 
this  was  not  what  was  supposed  to  happen  at  this  time.  Yesterday  was  when 
the  inmates  were  supposed  to  have  a spiritual  gathering  to  observe  the 
Spring  Equinox,  the  beginning  of  a new  season  of  growth  and  renewal.  It 
should  have  been  a time  when  Indians  from  the  outside  community  were  able  to 
gather  with  and  support  Earth's  renewal  with  the  inmates. 

It  didn't  happen,  we  were  told,  because  the  prison  authorities  checked  with 
other  prisons  and  found  out  that  they  are  allowed  "powwows"  only  once  a 
year.  We  are  asked  to  appreciate  that  this  prison  allows  us  two  "powwows." 
The  drummers  and  singers  who  were  to  have  come  to  this  celebration  were 
"uninvited."  Two  other  volunteers  who  have  been  rock-solid  reliable  were 
also  "uninvited,"  so  there  wouldn't  be  "too  many  visitors."  In  the  process, 
both  we  and  the  prisoners  were  jerked  around  with  changing  and  conflicting 
instructions . 

We're  given  many  excuses.  Security,  of  course,  is  one.  Too,  both  inmates 
and  chaplains  agree  that  this  prison's  administration  is  "program-hostile." 
The  administration  will  not  permit  many  volunteer-staffed  programs 
(educational,  recreational  or  therapeutic)  to  be  instituted  on  the  grounds. 
Contact  with  outside  volunteers  is  strictly  limited,  even  though  such 
volunteers  are  cleared  through  a process  much  similar  to  a "secret" 
clearance  with  the  government. 

There  are  positive  things.  Atlanta  allows  sweat  lodges  and  contact  with  a 
spiritual  advisor.  The  Indian  inmates  are  allowed  to  keep  a group  prayer 
pipe  and  a drum,  they  are  allowed  to  wear  their  hair  traditionally  and  have 
personal  possession  of  such  things  as  medicine  bags  and  feathers  (with  the 
understanding  that  these  things  may  be  inspected). 

The  problem  is  that  the  tribes  represented  have  distinctly  different 
spiritual  traditions.  They  can  no  more  be  adequately  served  by  a "generic" 
sweat  lodge  than  a Baptist  can  be  served  by  a Catholic  mass.  Baptist 
inmates,  though,  are  not  required  to  "make  do"  with  a Catholic  mass,  nor  or 
Catholics  forced  to  "make  do"  with  the  services  of  the  more  numerous 
Protestants.  Further,  several  denominations  of  Protestants  have  groups  of 
volunteers  from  the  community  coming  in  weekly  or  monthly  for  prayer  groups, 
"singings,"  Bible  studies,  etc  . . . And  then  of  course  there's  Easter  and 
Christmas.  Native  American  inmates  have  none  of  this. 

Prison  authorities  persist  in  trivializing  and  secularizing  the  Native 
gatherings  on  the  solstices  and  equinoxes  as  "powwows,"  after  being  told  the 
difference  repeatedly  by  both  inmates  and  advisors.  The  mislabeling  was  so 
pervasive  that  many  prisoners  began  calling  the  events  powwows  themselves, 
and  then  the  trap  was  sprung.  Because  a "powwow"  is  a social/pleasure 
gathering,  the  prison  administration  can  disregard  the  solstice  and  equinox 
ceremonies  that  each  of  our  inmate  tribal  groups  observe  in  different  ways. 
That  secularization  makes  it  much  easier  to  withdraw  access,  since  it  no 
longer  is  a matter  of  denying  spiritual  access. 

We  just  recently  (mostly  by  default)  became  the  advisors  the  chaplains 
identify  as  a source  of  information  and  support,  so  we  inherited  some  of 
this  from  previous  advisors.  We  need  input  from  volunteers  at  other  federal 
institutions.  Is  this  "powwow"  situation  typical?  If  so,  has  anyone  found 
a way  to  work  with  the  system  to  provide  more  appropriate  opportunities  for 
traditional  spiritual  observances,  and  especially  to  acknowledge,  at  least 
occasionally,  the  individual  needs  of  particular  tribes? 

lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 

New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 


Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 
Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 
communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 
incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 
and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Date:  Mon,  20  Mar  2000  18:26:17  -0800 
From:  Lona  <kikipuppy@MINDSPRING.COM> 

Sub j : Leonards  New  Address 

Hey  all, 

Leonard  was  moved  today  at  10:00  am.  He  was  moved  to  Rochester  Medical 
Center.  This  move  puts  him  within  miles  of  the  Mayo  Clinic.  I am  sure 
that  we  all  wish  him  and  easy  and  speedy  recovery. 

His  new  temporary  address  is: 

LEONARD  PELTIER,  #89637-132 
ROCHESTER  MEDICAL  CENTER 
PO  BOX  4000 
ROCHESTER  MN  55906 

Have  a good  day  and  please  pass  this  around.  All  the  work  and  support 
that  went  into  getting  Leonard  to  a hospital  facility  to  get  his  jaw 
problem  fixed  is  greatly  appreciated. 

L~n~R,  Sue  Morales 
NWLPSN  & NWAIM 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Mar  2000  23:54:23  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - March  9,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  LATE  RAINS. 


On  the  income  of  March  - third  month  of  the  year. 

In  nineteen  hundred,  as  the  calendar  goes. 

In  midst  of  a scene  as  soon  shall  appear. 

The  storm  king  set  out  for  his  biggest  of  shows. 

And  it  rained,  and  it  rained,  and  it  kept  on  raining. 


And  the  drains  they  drained  and  they  kept  on  draining. 
And  the  clouds  they  lowered. 

And  the  hills  they  scoured. 

And  the  wild  winds  roared. 

And  the  rain  still  poured. 

From  out  the  clouds  where  it  seemed  to  be  stored; 

And  the  people  all  wondered  when  the  rain  would  cease. 
Yet  the  rain  kept  raining,  and  it  seemed  to  increase. 
The  mill  dams  groaned  and  the  water  still  rushed. 

And  kept  all  the  streets  in  the  borough  well  flushed; 
And  the  creek  in  fury  with  its  wild  rage  pranks. 

Would  run  out  at  random  all  over  its  banks. 

Till  the  people  all  stared  and  kept  on  staring 
At  hydraulic  scenes  upon  them  thus  bearing. 

The  women  seemed  frightened,  but  the  boys  laughed  loud. 
And  the  men  all  gathered  into  one  big  crowd; 

Yet  all  they  could  say,  and  all  they  could  do. 

Was  to  stand  still  and  look  till  the  rain  got  through. 


MORE  OF  DR.  KING. 

When  Dr.  King,  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  the  Protection  of  American 
Institutions  was  here  a week  or  two  ago,  he  let  drop  a number  of 
valuable  gems  of  thought,  in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  reported. 

Do  we  not  remember  that  he  took  the  same  position  in  his  brief  talk 
before  the  student  body  that  Major  Pratt  has  promulgated  for  years?  And 
that  is: 

All  sorts  of  races  have  come  to  the  United  States  and  we  have 
succeeded  in  making  citizens  of  them,  but  the  people  who  had  the  first 
right  among  us  have  been  held  back  and  kept  by  themselves. 

Fie  said  he  was  once  a school  teacher.  Fie  began  to  teach  when  he  was 
but  15  years  of  age.  Fie  taught  a district  school,  and  he  beat  the 
Carlisle  school  in  grading,  for  he  had  83  scholars  and  83  grades. 

Fie  was  a great  disciplinarian  in  those  days.  Fie  believed  in  the 
pounding-in  process,  and  continued  in  that  way  until  he  received  a 
pounding  himself. 

Fie  used  to  give  his  pupils  subjects  upon  which  to  write  compositions, 
and  with  watch  in  hand  would  allow  so  many  minutes  to  write. 

Upon  one  occasion,  the  subject  given  was.  What  is  the  principal 
benefit  of  an  education? 

A little  girl  ten  years  of  age  handed  in  her  paper,  and  it  contained  a 
very  few  words,  but  those  words  told  such  a great  truth  and  were  so 
impressive,  that  he  laid  the  composition  away  among  his  precious  papers, 
and  has  it  today.  This  was  her  answer:  Education  helps  you  to  read  the 
sign  at  the  road  crossings,  to  show  you  the  way  to  go. 

Faithfulness  in  the  humblest  duties  will  lead  to  greater 
responsibilities.  If  today's  lessons  are  shallowly  learned,  when  time 
comes  for  examination  you  will  be  caught  up  on  the  very  day  which  you 
shirked.  Be  faithful  in  the  humblest,  simplest  daily  duties. 

Dr.  King  then  gave  a thrilling  experience  he  once  had  in  miraculously 
escaping  from  being  dashed  to  death.  A rock  was  on  the  railroad  track, 
but  it  was  found  by  a little  farmer  boy  who  took  off  his  red  flannel 
shirt  and  ran  up  the  track  waving  it. 

This  was  seen  by  the  engineer  of  the  lightning  express  train,  and  he 
was  able  to  stop  the  train,  freighted  with  hundreds  of  people,  just 
before  it  would  have  dashed  over  a precipice. 

When  it  was  found  that  the  boy  had  saved  the  lives  of  the  people  on 
the  train,  money  from  the  pockets  began  to  be  poured  into  his  hat. 

Fie  used  this  story  as  an  illustration  of  faithful  fidelity  to  humblest 
trust,  which  if  carried  out  will  fit  one  for  greater  duties  of  life. 


A BAD  TEMPER  NEARLY  AS  BAD  AS  THE  SMALL  POX. 


A writer  in  the  Congregationalist  says  that  ill  temper  is  contagious, 
and  a person  has  no  more  right  to  go  about  scattering  germs  of  bad 


temper  than  he  has  to  propagate  small-pox  or  the  measles. 

Send  the  patient  to  bed. 

Put  a mustard  plaster  on  his  tongue  and  a hot  water  bottle  to  his 
frown . 

"Sunshine  FROM  all,  FOR  all"  is  their  home  motto. 

The  writer  says  also  that  to  be  happy  and  make  others  happy  is  the 
highest  duty  and  privilege  in  life,  and  that  ill-temper  is  the  chief  of 
crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

-[Flaskell  Leader. 
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The  Senior  young  men  were  with  the  inspection  party  at  the  girls' 
quarters  last  Sunday  morning.  They  found  great  amusement  in  searching 
for  flaws.  It  will  be  the  girls'  turn  next. 

One  hundred  and  seven  of  our  girls  and  boys  attended  the  Catholic 
service  last  Sunday  morning  for  communion  and  confirmation.  After  the 
services  they  were  given  a breakfast  at  the  banquet  hall  in  the  Opera 
House,  by  Mother  Catherine,  formerly  known  as  Miss  Drexel,  of 
Philadelphia . 

Emma  Kane,  of  Colony,  Oklahoma,  sends  a nice  little  club  this  week  for 
the  HELPER.  Boys  and  girls  on  the  reservation  who  read  the  most  get  on 
the  fastest.  Every  returned  student  and  every  young  person  who  can  read 
should  take  a paper  regularly.  A weekly  like  the  Pathfinder  or  if  a 
more  expensive  paper  is  desired,  the  Outlook,  would  give  the  news  in 
condensed  form,  and  keep  the  reader  well  posted.  It  is  dreadful  to  go 
HOME,  sit  down,  loaf  around  or  even  WORK  and  not  read  anything. 

The  lecture  on  Lincoln  before  the  Literary  Societies,  Tuesday  evening, 
March  13th,  is  to  be  delivered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Melancthohn  Woolsey  Stryker, 
President  of  Hamilton  College.  Dr.  Stryker  was  specially  selected  by 
the  War  Department  to  deliver  the  memorial  eulogy  at  General  Lawton's 
funeral  before  the  President,  Cabinet  and  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
officials  and  citizens  of  this  and  other  countries.  Dr.  Stryker's 
oratorical  powers  are  of  the  highest  order,  and  this  lecture  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  finest  ever  delivered  in  Carlisle.  The  lecture  will  begin 
at  8 o'clock,  but  to  make  the  evening  still  more  interesting  the  exercises 
will  begin  at  7:30  o'clock,  the  half  hour  preceding  the  lecture  being 
filled  with  music  by  the  School  Band,  Glee  Club  and  by  a violin  solo  from 
Miss  Zitkala  Sa.  The  price  of  admission  will  be  25  cents.  The  people  of 
the  town,  by  buying  tickets  at  either  Mr.  Means'  or  Mr.  Piper's  Bookstores 
and  paying  30  cents  therefore,  will  get  trolley  tickets  to  and  from  the 
School.  No  reserved  seats. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  held  its  regular  business  meeting 
on  Tuesday  evening.  The  new  officers,  for  the  ensuing  year  took  their 


places  and  entered  upon  their  duties.  All  seem  to  be  full  of  strong 
determination  to  make  the  coming  year  a successful  one.  The  following 
officers  were  elected:  President,  Eugene  D.  Warren;  Vice-President, 
Samuel  Brown;  Recording  Secretary,  Donald  McIntosh;  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Myron  M.  Moses;  Treasurer,  Edwin  Smith.  After  the  usual 
routine  of  business  the  new  officers  were  called  upon  for  speeches.  The 
President  spoke  briefly  but  earnestly,  outlining  his  work  for  the  year, 
and  a few  others  addressed  the  meeting. 

.M 


Ulysses  Ferris,  one  of  the  boys  who  enlisted  a week  or  two  ago,  writes  a 
very  interesting  letter  from  New  York  Harbor  where  he  is  temporarily 
stationed.  His  letter  is  on  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  paper 
which  speaks  well. 

"Fear  not,  classmates,"  says  he,  "that  the  Philippine's  bullet  will 
lay  me  low  to  be  buried  in  a soil  drenched  by  the  blood  of  my  comrades. 
No,  I shall  stand  for  my  country,  my  tribe,  my  honorable  class,  and  for 
the  Stars  and  Stripes,  so  that  in  the  end,  those  downtrodden  of  the 
islands  may  enjoy  the  blessings  of  liberty  as  we  do  in  this  grand  nation 
of  ours.  You  may  laugh,  but  I say  Honorable  Major  McKinley  is  right, 
and  I shall  stand  by  him  to  the  end,  and  most  surely  he  ought  to  serve 
another  term.  The  soldiers  here  are  very  kind  to  us,  but  I think  the 
Carlisle  boys  can  beat  them  drilling.  Hugh  Leider  works  in  the  lunch 
house  where  they  have  pies,  cakes,  sandwiches  and  such  things  to  sell. 

So  far  I have  enjoyed  soldier  life,  but  wait  till  I get  upon  the  great 
ocean.  There  is  where  I like  to  be,  on  the  waves  of  the  mighty  deep. 

The  transport  upon  which  we  go  leaves  the  15th  of  March,  and  they  tell 
me  that  there  are  1,500  soldiers  going  to  the  Philippines  upon  that 
boat.  Emmanuel  Powlas  and  William  Neal  will  probably  sail  for  Puerto 
Rico  on  the  8th.  I go  to  the  21st  Infantry;  Samuel  Barker  the  4th; 
Bonnicastle,  the  9th,  Powlas,  5th  Cavalry,  Wm.  Neal  5th  Cavalry. 


(P  3) 

Last  Sunday  was  surely  a sun  day. 

The  note  of  the  robin  has  been  heard. 

It  is  said  to  be  a wise  woman  who  never  trusts  her  letters  to  the 
male. 

It  is  said  that  few  women  can  drive  a tack  but  most  of  them  can  nail  a 
lie . 

Charles  Roberts  has  been  elected  Captain  of  the  first  baseball  team, 
for  1900. 

It  being  Lent,  the  "faithful"  will  discard  all  social  functions  until 
after  Easter. 

Mrs.  Dennison  Wheelock  is  spending  some  time  in  Philadelphia  with  Miss 
Grindrod . 

Miss  Carter's  address  before  the  Standard  Society,  last  Friday 
evening,  was  received  with  tumultuous  applause. 

Mr.  D.G.  Lillibridge  of  the  Genoa,  Nebraska  Indian  School,  has  been 
transferred  to  Ft.  Lewis,  Colorado. 

Rev.  Noll,  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  Carlisle,  preached  for  us 
last  Sunday,  and  made  a good  impression. 

Tonight  Mr.  Beitzel  and  Mr.  Thompson  the  Susans;  Miss  Campbell  the 
Standards,  and  Misses  Carter  and  Burgess  the  Invincibles. 

Mrs.  Shelley  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  has  joined  her  husband,  our 
Instructor  in  tailoring.  They  have  a little  daughter,  who  will  attend 
school  in  town. 

The  play  marble  boys  must  keep  off  the  EDGE  of  the  grass,  especially 
in  the  shopcourt,  or  the  shop  instructors  will,  -well-  they  will.  We 
will  see  what. 

Volume  1,  Number  1,  of  Academy  News,  published  by  the  pupils  of  the 
Atoka  Baptist  Academy,  Indian  Territory  has  made  its  appearance  upon  our 
editorial  desk.  It  is  a newsy  little  sheet  and  the  HELPER  wishes  it 
success . 

Miss  Gertrude  Simmons  widely  known  by  her  Dakota  name  - Zitkala  Sa,  is 
with  us,  and  will  remain  until  the  Band  starts  on  its  tour,  when  she 


will  go  along  as  violin  soloist.  She  is  looking  well  and  says  that  the 
people  of  Boston  have  treated  her  well. 

In  the  program  of  last  Friday  evening  at  the  Susans,  Ida  Swallow  gave 
a piano  solo  with  her  usual  delicacy  of  style  and  Ada  Smith  shows  marked 
improvement  in  execution.  Maud  Snyder's  vocal  selection  pleased  all. 
Margaret  Scholder  in  "Behind  the  Scenes"  was  good  as  the  unsmiling, 
severe  type  of  "school  ma'am"  while  Ida  Griffin,  Dennie  DeRosier,  Alice 
Powlas  and  Nora  Denney  also  did  well  in  the  dialogue.  Lilly  St.  Cyr, 
Duliet  Smith,  Amelia  Metoxen  and  Louisa  Rogers  appeared  in  appropriate 
costumes  as  "The  Seasons"  and  showed  careful  study  of  their  quotations. 

Miss  Emily  Peake,  '93,  is  with  us.  She  arrived  from  her  home  in 
Minnesota,  last  week,  went  to  Washington,  and  returned.  Miss  Peake  is 
helping  with  the  rush  of  Commencement  work  in  Major  Pratt's  office. 

The  rains  of  this  spring  have  been  so  copious  and  the  floods  so  far 
exceeding  anything  we  have  seen  in  this  vicinity  for  many  years  that  the 
postal  card  rhyme  on  1st  page  written  by  W.B.  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State  telling  of  the  same  conditions  there,  seems  fitting. 

Professor  W.  Hinton  White  took  the  student  body  and  faculty  to  New 
Zealand  last  Wednesday  night  by  the  aid  of  the  finest  stereopticon  views 
it  has  ever  been  our  pleasure  to  see.  The  Professor  has  been  to 
Carlisle  before  with  his  wonderful  lantern.  His  lectures  are  full  of 
life  and  interest  and  his  flow  of  language  delightful  to  listen  to. 

Emma  Kickapoo  is  a straight  shot.  She  had  made  for  herself  a toy  bow 
and  arrow.  A little  mouse  had  been  annoying  the  occupants  of  the  room 
for  some  time,  and  Emma  threatened  to  shoot  it.  No  one  believed  she 
could,  but  one  day,  sure  enough,  they  all  sat  waiting  for  the  little 
creature  to  appear,  and  Emma  killed  it  with  one  shot,  which  was  perhaps 
a more  humane  way  than  a trap. 

Richard  Henry  Pratt,  Dr.,  of  Steelton,  is  not  the  only  little  person 
over  there  who  can  write  a nice  letter.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  saw 
two  tiny  letters  written  to  Margaret  Martin.  One  was  by  Roxana,  and  the 
other  by  Marion  Pratt  - Dick's  little  sisters.  They  love  Margaret  very 
much.  She  was  their  nurse  while  they  had  the  measles. 

Rose  and  Lottie  Harris,  Charlotte  Geisdorff  and  Sarah  Dacquez 
entertained  Mary  Wolfe  and  Mary  Barada,  seniors,  on  Saturday  evening 
from  3 to  5 o'clock.  Mary  Barada  is  arranging  to  live  with  a family  in 
Kansas  City,  and  Mary  Wolfe  intends  going  to  the  country  immediately 
after  graduating  to  remain  until  next  school  term,  when  she  expects  to 
enter  Winthrop  College  at  Rockford,  South  Carolina. 

Miss  Florence  Wells,  class  '94,  who  has  been  teaching  in  the  Indian 
service  since  graduation,  has  married  Superintendent  Davis  of  the  Warm 
Springs  Oregon  Boarding  School.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
Superintendent  Davis  recently  visited  Carlisle,  on  his  way  west  from 
Washington  where  he  had  been  on  Government  business,  and  it  will  also  be 
remembered  what  a handsome,  genial  gentleman  he  appeared  to  be.  Supt. 
Davis  was  not  married  then.  The  school  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis 
shower  congratulations  on  the  happy  couple  and  wish  for  them  the  best  of 
success  in  life. 


(page  4) 

BUSINESS  WAIVED  AT  THE  SUSANS. 


At  the  Susan  Longstreth  Literary  Society,  last  Friday  evening  business 
was  waived  to  give  place  to  a short  program  and  a social  hour  in  honor 
of  the  invited  guests  of  the  evening  - "The  Graduates." 

The  room  was  decorated  with  festoons  and  society  colors. 

The  only  anticipated  number  for  the  program  was  the  debate.  Subject: 
Resolved,  That  the  Indian  graduate  should  pass  a Civil  Service 
examination,  before  entering  Government  service.  Martha  Owl,  a graduate 
of  '97,  now  attending  the  Carlisle  High  School  was  the  first  speaker  on 
the  affirmative  and  was  assisted  by  Annie  Goatie.  The  principal  speaker 
on  the  negative,  Mary  Moon,  also  one  of  our  graduates, ' 99,  and  now 
assistant  teacher  in  the  Normal  room  of  our  school,  was  supported  by 
Minnie  Reed.  The  debate  was  well  sustained  and  interesting.  The 
verdict  of  the  judges  - Messrs.  Wheelock  and  Allen,  and  Mrs.  DeLoss  was 


in  favor  of  the  affirmative. 

Several  of  the  visitors  made  brief  remarks.  Frank  Teeple  thought  that 
the  Indian  should  not  enter  in  to  competition  until  he  has  graduated 
from  a higher  course  of  study  than  is  given  at  Indian  Schools.  One  of 
the  quotations:  "Nothing  is  finished  in  a generation/'  stirred  Jacob 
Horne  to  say:  We  will  never  see  the  real  equality  of  the  races.  The  pale 
face  is  too  far  ahead,  but  we  have  a good  start.  We  cannot  become  able, 
independent,  useful  citizens  until  the  savage  instinct  which  still 
animates  some  of  our  race  is  worked  off  and  entirely  subdued,  and  we 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  best  ways  of  the  white  man. 

D. 


OUR  FIRST  MUSICALE. 


The  school  has  been  entertained  times  without  number  by  superb  Band 
concerts.  The  Orchestra  has  given  several  performances  and  the  Mandolin 
Club  has  dispersed  music  to  cheer  and  entertain,  but  to  Mrs.  Sawyer's 
class  do  we  owe  an  evening  devoted  principally  to  piano  playing. 

It  was  a Musicale  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  About  two  hundred 
neatly  printed  invitations  were  sent  to  as  many  music  loving  people,  who 
gathered  in  the  Girls'  Society  room,  last  Thursday  night. 

Programs,  giving  the  names  of  composers  and  performers  were  handed  to 
the  guests  as  they  took  their  seats.  Two  elegant  pianos,  one  Mrs. 
Sawyer's  own  and  the  other  secured  from  the  music  store  in  town,  were 
used  and  were  in  perfect  tune.  Eight  hands  on  the  two  pianos  produced 
thrilling  results  much  enjoyed  by  all.  The  performers  were  Ida  Swallow, 
Dolly  Johnson,  Bertha  Pierce,  Fannie  Harris,  Rose  Poodre,  Lillie  Ferris, 
Lillian  Brown,  Grace  Warren,  Pearl  Hartley,  Nora  Denny,  Ada  Smith,  Ida 
Wheelock,  Frank  Mt.  Pleasant,  Nora  Jamison,  Alice  Powlas,  Alberta 
Gansworth,  Pliga  Nash,  Celinda  King,  Eudocia  Sedick,  and  they  rendered 
music  from  Bendel,  Streabbog,  Kramer,  Von  Kornatzki,  Lysbert, 
Leschetizky,  Wilson  G.  Smith,  Sodermann,  Heller  and  Lavignac. 

Misses  Senseney,  and  Stewart,  and  Mrs.  Cook  assisted,  by  way  of 
beautifully  rendered  vocal  selections,  and  the  evening  closed  by  the 
audience  singing  America.  The  young  ladies  were  dressed  prettily,  the 
room  was  decorated  with  the  portraits  of  prominent  composers,  and  the 
entire  affair  one  long  to  be  remembered,  Mrs.  Sawyer  has  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  results  of  her  students. 


AN  INDIAN'S  HONESTY. 


We  have  printed  this  story  of  the  honest  Indian  before.  It  may  be 
true,  it  may  not  be  true,  but  the  illustration  of  how  honest  we  SHOULD 
be  is  a good  one,  and  should  be  read  by  everybody,  over  and  over  again: 

An  old  Indian  once  asked  a white  man  to  give  him  tobacco  for  his  pipe. 

The  white  man  gave  him  a loose  handful  from  his  pocket. 

The  next  day  he  came  back  and  asked  for  the  white  man. 

"I  found  a quarter  of  a dollar  among  the  tobacco,"  said  he. 

"Why  don't  you  keep  it?"  asked  a bystander. 

"I've  got  a good  man  and  a bad  man  here,"  said  the  Indian,  pointing  to 
his  breast,  "and  the  good  man  say: 

'It  is  not  mine;  give  it  back  to  the  owner.' 

The  bad  man  say:  'Never  mind,  you  got  it,  and  it  is  your  own  now, ' 

The  good  man  say: 

'No,  no!  you  mustn't  keep  it.' 

So  I don't  know  what  to  do,  and  I think  to  go  to  sleep,  but  the  good 
and  bad  men  keep  talking  all  night,  and  trouble  me;  and  now  I bring  the 
money  back  I feel  good." 

Like  the  old  Indian  we  have  all  a good  and  a bad  man  within.  The  bad 
man  is  a Temptation,  the  good  man  is  Conscience,  and  they  keep  talking 
for  and  against  many  things  that  we  do  every  day. 

Who  wins? 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 


My  5,  12,  7 we  must  do  to  succeed. 

My  6,  7,  9 is  a kind  of  grain. 

My  10,  2,  5,  11  is  what  some  women  want  to  do. 

My  8,  3,  4 is  what  most  boys  and  girls  like. 

My  1,  6,  7 is  of  no  use  to  do  over  spilled  milk. 

My  whole  is  a Spring  disease  that  is  now  striking  our  boys  and  girls 
pretty  hard. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Baltimore. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : The  Field"  

Date:  Tue,  18  lan  2000  01:16:31  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : The  Field .... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

In  Toadlena,  the  place  where  I come  from,  there  is  a field  not  too  far 
off  from  the  house;  it  isn't  exactly  all  green  in  color  and  it  really 
isn't  flat,  but  it  is  just  a little  ways  off  - just  across  the  wash. 

There  were  two  horses.  Smoky  was  a smoke  gray  horse  we  had.  He  sure  was 
feisty  if  you  didn't  handle  him  right,  like  when  we  rode  him  to  the 
trading  post  he  would  get  spooked  and  the  next  thing  you  knew  he  took 
off.  He  used  to  take  off  at  a full  gallop  and  then  next  thing  you  knew 
were  going  pass  the  trading  post  hanging  on  for  dear  life  with  my 
sister  hanging  onto  my  pants  trying  not  to  fall  off.  The  old  folks 
waiting  for  the  mail  outside  on  the  steps  would  just  laugh.  That  was 
the  kind  of  horse  we  had. 

We  also  had  a Blackie,  a big  black  stallion,  but  gentle  and  easy  going. 
We  used  to  ride  him  bareback  and  he  was  a good  horse,  but  sure  was 
slow.  Going  to  get  the  mail  took  all  day  cuz  he  would  sort  of  just  eat 
his  way  to  the  trading  post  from  home,  going  from  plant  to  plant.  When 
we  finally  got  there  he  liked  to  stand  by  himself.  We  did  not  have  to 
tie  him  up,  he  just  stood  there  and  waited  for  us  by  the  door.  I used 
to  look  at  him  standing  there  and  he  would  always  be  looking  at  the  old 
barn  next  to  the  trading  post,  it  was  trader's.  The  old  trader  had  a 
few  bales  of  hay  there  to  sell  and  you  could  see  the  loose  bales  laying 
on  the  ground.  Old  Blackie  used  to  stand  there  and  look  that  way.  He 
was  sort  of  old  and  the  fence  was  too  high.  Everyone  once  in  a while  we 
used  to  sneak  over  there  and  grab  a handful  of  hay  and  give  it  him. 
Anyway,  these  two  horses  used  to  be  in  a small  corral  not  too  far  from 
the  house. 

My  dad  and  grandpa  used  to  use  those  old  time  yokes  and  use  a plow  you 
steered  by  hand.  The  field  was  across  the  wash  and  you  see  that  wash  is 
pretty  steep.  There  is  nice  stream  at  the  bottom  which  always  had  water 
in  it  and  there  was  pond  right  there.  We  had  put  some  good  flat  rocks 
across  the  stream  so  you  could  walk  across  to  the  other  side.  The  trail 
to  the  field  was  well  worn.  I liked  it  and  didn't  like  it  at  the  same 
time.  It  was  nice  to  walk  in  that  pond,  but  usually  we  had  to  get  water 
in  buckets  to  carry  to  the  field  to  water  the  plants  there. 

That  old  plow  was  used  to  make  rows  for  planting  and  with  corn  we  used 
to  stand  behind  my  dad  and  follow  him  with  a bag  with  a few  kernels  in 
our  hand.  We  would  plant  them  in  the  side  of  the  furrow  and  had  to  be 
sure  we  didn't  bury  them  too  deep  or  too  shallow.  When  you  are  small  it 
takes  a couple  of  years  to  get  the  hang  of  it,  but  you  finally  learn. 

When  you  do  this  you  can  see  the  trees  growing  at  the  edge  of  the  field 
and  you  learn  how  every  bush,  every  plant  looks,  because  you  stand 
there  all  day.  At  midday  we  would  go  home  and  eat  and  it  was  pretty 
good . 

My  dad  used  to  tell  my  aunts  to  help,  so  they  could  get  an  equal  share 


of  the  corn  once  it  was  all  grown,  but  we  usually  didn't  see  them 
around  when  it  was  planting  time.  I can  see  still  my  father  with  the 
horse  reigns  around  his  neck  making  the  rows,  doing  that  takes  a lot  of 
time,  but  somehow  it  got  done. 

The  pond  at  the  bottom  of  the  wash  had  two  old  buckets  by  it  and  we 
would  have  to  take  those  buckets  and  dip  them  in  the  water  and  carry 
them  up  to  the  field.  We  used  to  pour  two  buckets  of  water  on  each  each 
plant.  When  you  are  small  you  think  about  the  steps  you  take  to  carry 
the  water,  I remember  it  took  about  300  steps  to  get  the  the  field,  I 
still  remember  each  one.  My  foot  prints  are  still  there  somewhere.  That 
is  what  you  call  dry  farming,  when  you  had  to  water  each  plant  twice  a 
week.  It  was  something  we  all  did,  everyone  in  the  family. 

My  sister  during  this  time  of  the  year  sure  liked  going  to  the 
Christian  Reformed  Church  for  bible  learning  during  this  time  every 
year,  but  after  the  growing  season  was  over  she  wouldn't  go  anywhere 
but  stay  home.  I kind  of  think  she  did  that  so  she  wouldn't  have  to 
carry  water. 

One  of  the  things  that  is  good  about  it  is  you  see  those  corn  stalks 
grow  and  just  before  it  is  time  to  pick  the  corn,  my  dad  used  to  take 
us  out  there  and  cut  off  a stalk  at  the  root  level  and  open  it  up  for 
us.  We  used  to  chew  on  this  part  and  it  was  sweet,  like  sugar  cane.  It 
sure  was  good. 

My  Grandma  (Shimasani')  and  Mom  (Shima')  used  to  go  out  and  gather  the 
corn  pollen  dusting  eat  plant  top,  I can  still  she  the  deerskin  pouches 
they  would  carry  and  how  they  were  all  yellow  colored  inside.  I 
remember  my  grandmother,  putting  corn  pollen  on  my  head  and  on  my 
tongue  and  blessing  me.  It  is  called  Hozhogo  Nahasdlii',  the  Navajo 
Blessing  Way,  a prayer  that  you  can  Walk  in  Beauty  all  the  rest  of  your 
days.  My  mother  used  to  do  the  same  with  us  kids.  That  pollen  came  from 
our  field,  our  work  and  was  a part  of  our  life.  I still  have  those 
pouches  and  they  are  still  yellow.  It  is  our  way  of  life  even  now  that 
I am  far  from  home.  This  is  what  I remember  about  that  field  just 
across  the  wash  not  too  far,  just  over  there.  I can  see  it  from  here, 
yes  that  is  it,  in  Toadlena,  where  the  mountain  is  cracked  and  the 
water  flows  from  there.... 

John  Rustywire. 

As  a note,  I would  like  to  thank  lody  Fischer,  she  has  kept  a number  of 
things  I have  written  and  saved  them  and  has  sent  some  back  to  me.  This 
is  one  of  them... to  her  I am  eternally  grateful... 

"RE : Poem:  Within  the  Sacred  Circle"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Hawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman(31amere.net> 

Sub j : Within  the  Sacred  Circle 

Standing  in  the  forest 
right  at  the  Sacred  Heart 
it's  easy  there  to  see  it 
beating  in  the  dark 

The  Heart  of  Mother  Earth 
still  throbbing  to  the  sound 
her  creatures  all  rejoice 
in  worshipping  this  ground 

Respect  is  all  around  me 
from  the  Ant  to  Eagle's  eye 
they  still  have  their  Instructions 
and  needn't  even  try 


The  world  has  lost  it's  center 
I see  it  every  day 


we  work  so  hard  and  measure 
and  we  forget  to  pray 


I come  here  to  remember 
the  way  the  world  began 
within  the  Sacred  Circle 
the  brotherhood  of  man 

Where  every  branch  and  tree  top 
stood  for  good  and  right 
where  Hawk  and  rabbit  rested 
and  knew  the  starry  night 

The  world  outside  is  rushing 
towards  a dark  uncertain  day 
where  everything  of  beauty 
will  have  lost  it's  way 

A single  Eagle  feather 
binds  me  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  lost  a lot  more 
than  we're  willing  here  to  grasp 

The  world  is  full  of  beauty 
so  often  we  don't  see 
we  rush  and  press  the  future 
to  make  it  what  we  need 

When  all  around  in  darkness 
the  beauty  does  unfold 
reminding  me  of  treasure 
not  to  be  bought  and  sold 

I hold  this  ground  so  Sacred 
within  my  outstretched  hand 
and  say  a pray  for  Mother  Earth 
the  water  and  the  land 

For  all  the  many  creatures 
that  swim  and  crawl  and  fly 
that  the  Honor  just  in  living 
will  not  pass  us  by 

Copyright  1999  Dreamwalker 

- — "RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Mar  2000  06:34:12  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  26-April  1 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

26 

Our  spirits  are  reborn  in  the  land. 

27 

What  benefits  the  Earth,  Ke  Au  Nei,  benefits  all  life. 

28 

Find  the  good  in  every  aspect  of  life. 

29 

The  wind  bides  for  a spell  in  this  place,  then  it  seeks 
other  lands  to  explore. 


30 

Stone  remains  when  all  else  passes  away. 

31 

Build  to  preserve,  not  to  destroy. 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

April  was  the  last  of  the  6 months  in  the  Hoo-ilo,  or  Winter, 
period  of  ancient  times,  which  ran  from  November  through  April. 

1 

The  earth's  magic  is  a gift  of  wonder. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  19  March  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

3anet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  01:39:07  -0500 
From:  Unit  4 <UnitIV@SPUTUM.com> 

Sub j : Radford  University  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

The  Native  American  Heritage  Association  (NAHA)  of  Radford  University 
presents  in  13th  Annual  NAHA  Pow  Wow,  March  31  and  April  1,  2000. 

FREE  ADMISSION:  INDOOR  EVENT 

This  year's  theme:  Honoring  the  Elders 

MC:  3ohn  Blackfeather  Jefferies 

Arena  Director:  Garland  Humble  Bear  Lesson 

Drums:  Star  Wheel  (northern).  Red  Heart  (southern) 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Ernie  Carlson  (Begay) 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Jane  Richardson 

Special  Guest:  Lowery  Begay;  hoop  dancing  and  flute  music 

Special  Events:  Gourd  Dance  and  Snake  Dance 

Other  drums  and  singers  welcome,  as  are  all  dancers. 

Food  by  Oxendine  Catering 

20+  Vendors  (sorry,  no  more  vendor  space  available) 

Special  events  and  vendor  activities  for  kids. 

Give-aways,  blanket  dances  and  raffles. 

The  Vevita  Color  Guard  of  Washington  DC  will  be  presenting  the  colors 
and  honoring  their  fallen  founder  and  fellow  warrior  Norman  Drywater. 
Location:  Dedmon  Athletic  Center,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
4 miles  north  of  1-81  from  exit  109,  follow  signs  in  town. 

Doors  open  from  6 to  11  PM  Friday  March  31,  and  9 AM  to  10  PM 
Saturday  April  1. 

For  more  info:  naha-clb@runet.edu  or  call  540-381-8538 


Date:  Sun,  20  Feb  2000  15:38:19  GMT 
From:  "Marian  Powell"  <wyanot@hotmail . com> 
Sub j : Late  Winter/Early  Spring  Pow  Wow's 

Buffalo  Hearts'  planned  events: 

April  28-30 

Guntersville,  AL 

United  Cherokee  Intertribal 


(Christina  is  the  outgoing  princess) 


Date:  Mon,  24  Han  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 


available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Harnie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub  j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Flollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 

Registration  or  Abstract 

Professor  LaMay 

English  Department 

Chaffey  College 

5885  Haven  Avenue 

Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 

Phone:  909-941-2162 

Fax:  909-941-2783 


E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca. us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 
Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
HOST  GOURD  SOCIETY:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361, 

or  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 


Date:  Sun,  09  Ian  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:51:59  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Haskell  Powwow 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS  is  having  their  annual 
powwow  May  12  thru  May  14,  2000.  If  anyone  is  interested  please  call 
or  email  me  for  more  information.  (785)  749-8485 


Date:  Mon,  6 Mar  2000  17:20:29  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Reminder:  Winter  Gathering  2000  on  MARCH  18TH  AND  19TH  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Kriss  Gadomski"  <krissg@infinet . com> 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

lust  a reminder  of  The  Ohio  Center  for  Native  American  Affairs' 
Winter  Gathering  2000  on  MARCH  18TH  AND  19TH  2000.  As 
previously  announced  the  date  has  been  changed  from  the 
11th  and  12th  due  to  scheduling  conflicts. 


The  Gathering  will  be  held  on  the  Fort  Hayes  Career  Center 
Campus  located  at  546  lack  Gibbs  Boulevard,  Columbus  Ohio, 
in  Room  106  of  the  Health  Education  Building. 

The  main  feature  of  this  Gathering  is  a drum  making  workshop. 

It  is  not  too  late  to  order  your  kit.  Cost  of  the  kit  is  $50.00,  that 
includes  the  cedar  drum  round,  elk  hide,  and  drum  stick  materials. 

Email  us  at  the  address  listed  below.  THE  CUT  OFF  FOR  ORDERING 
DRUM  MATERIALS  IS  MARCH  7TH . You  may  bring  your  own  materials. 

There  will  also  be  a Community  Circle  so  bring  your  own  project  and  work 
among  friends.  There  will  be  quilting,  beading,  and  basket  making.  Come 
to  work  or  come  to  teach  and  share!  The  Burial  Rights  Support  Group 
will  be  there  working  on  the  Peltier  Quilt  and  on  shaws. 

There  is  no  cost  to  attend  the  Winter  Gathering.  Donations  will 
be  accepted  to  help  cover  the  cost  of  the  food  provided  and  to 
help  cover  administrative  costs  and  scholarship  costs. 

Email  us  at  ocnaa@yahoo.com  for  further  information! 

Thanks! 

Kristine  Gadomski 
e-mail:  krissg@infinet.com 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist : lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 


For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) : 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub  j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Ho  Anne  Steele;  MC:  JoJo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7013.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

IULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 


****all  dancers  welcome**** 


CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  DUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub  j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 


Wohali  Standing  Black  Bean-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I've  got  so  far. . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Lower  South- 


Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 

~Alabama~ 

Mar.  25-26:  186th  Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  the  Horseshoe,  at  Horseshoe 
Bend  National  Military  Park,  Alabama  Hwy.  49,  Daviston.  There  will  be  living 
history  demonstrations;  flintlock  musketry  & artillery  demonstrations;  an 
encampment  of  regular  & militia  soldiers;  demonstrations  of  Creek,  Cherokee, 
and  Seminole  lifeways.  Activities  take  place  from  9am-4pm. 

Info:  Dohn  Reid  or  Ove  Densen  (256)  234-7111. 

Apr.  1-2:  Indian  Dance  Festival,  (not  a pow  wow)  at  Desoto  Caverns  Park, 
Childersburg.  Info:  Doe  Beckham  (800)  933-2283. 

Apr.  2-30:  Birmingham  International  Festival  Salute  to  Native  Americans,  an 
exhibition  at  the  Birmingham  Civil  Rights  Institute,  520  16th  St., 
Birmingham.  Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  10am-5pm;  Sun.  l-5pm. 

Info:  Bessie  Alexander  (205)  328-9696. 

Apr.  8:  Ancestor  Swap  Meet,  200  Broad  St.,  Gadsden.  A chance  to  swap 
genealogy  lessons  with  researchers  from  around  the  country. 

Info:  Fred  Nicholson  (256)  546-7345. 

Apr.  11:  Native  American  Student  Art  Exhibit  Reception,  at  Birmingham  Museum 
of  Art,  2000  8th  Ave.  North,  Birmingham.  Reception  is  5:30pm-7:00pm. 

Exhibits  will  be  in  the  Museum's  Sonat  Gallery  from  April  10th  thru 
April  28th.  Info:  Iris  Gross  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  14-16:  Native  American  Street  Festival,  at  Linn  Park,  Birmingham.  This 
will  be  a cultural  haven  of  Native  American  traditions,  lifestyles  and  arts. 
Rita  Coolidge  will  be  the  headline  entertainer.  Times:  10am-7pm,  Fri.  & Sat. 
10am-6pm,  Sun.  Check  out  www.bifsalutes.org  for  attractions  & activities 
relating  to  this  event.  Vendors  may  contact  Becky  Hill  at 
bifbecky@bellsouth.net.  For  further  info,  contact  Becky  Hill  or 
Iris  Gross  at  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  21-23:  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow,  at  Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander 
City.  HD:  Bird  Chopper;  HM:  Chris  Red  Wolf  Perez  ; HL:  Mary  Morning  Dove 
Verrett;  AD:  Chuck  Morris;  MC:  Rick  Bird.  School  Day  is  9am-2pm  on  Friday, 
with  gates  open  til  4:00pm.  A limited  amount  of  primitive  camping  is 
available  on-site,  and  the  park  has  over  300  improved  campsites  available  at 
reasonable  rates.  Wind  Creek  State  Park  is  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Martin,  and  has  boat  launch  areas,  swimming  & picnic  areas,  fishing  piers  & 
a camp  store. 

For  more  information  & reservations,  call  1-800-ALAPARK . Grand  Entries  for 
the  competition  pow  wow  are  11am  & 6pm  on  Saturday,  and  1pm  on  Sunday. 
Admission  charged.  Vendors  by  invitation  only. 

Info:  Sandy  Faulk  (334)  541-2505. 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County  Fairgrounds 
Anniston.  Student  Days:  Weds. -Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow  wow  times:  Fri., 
5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12  noon  Sunday. 

HD:  TBA;  HM:  Anthony  Waters;  HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native  American  Honor 
Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker.  This  is  a 


non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  drums  & 
dancers . 

Info:Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail:  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com. 

Apr.  28-30:  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
Guntersville  National  Guard  Armory,  on  Creek  Path  Road,  off  of  Hwy.  79, 
Guntersville.  Schedule:  Fri.,  Childrens  Day  from  8am-3pm.  GO:  7:30am, 

GE:  9am  (demonstration  dancing),  GC:  10:30pm.  Concessions  open  7:30am-7:00pm 
Bonfire  from  7pm-10pm.  Vendors  are  welcome  to  stay  open  during  bonfire;  Sat. 
GO:  8am,  registration  deadline  for  Princess  contest.  Dance  & Drum  competition 
is  10:30am.  Dance  & Princess  registration  fee  is  $3.00.  Over  $7,000.00  is 
available  for  Dance  prize  money.  Drum  competition  has  $1,000.00  in  prize 
money.  All  Native  American  Drums  are  welcome.  GE:  11am,  competition  from 
noon  til  8pm.  There  will  also  be  an  archery  competition  sponsored  by  Taylor 
Self  Bows.  Bonfire  7pm  til  10pm  - vendors  may  remain  open.  GC:  10:30pm;  Sun., 
GO:  10am,  GE:  12  noon,  competition  finals  from  1pm  til  5pm.  HD:  White  Horse 
Singers;  HM:  Running  Horse  Spirit  Smith;  HL:  Dorothy  Helton;  AD:  Gary 
Thunder  Eagle  Tousey;  MC:  TBA.  Grounds  security  & EMT  service  will  be 
provided . 

Admission:  $5.00  - adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12.  Concessions,  shower 
facilities,  handicap  facilities  available.  Free  primitive  camping  available 
for  dancers  & drums. 

Vendor  info:  Dames  Moon,  PO  Box  169,  Holly  Pond,  AL  35083 

(256)  796-8900;  Drum  & Dancers  contact:  Gina  Williamson,  5005  Elizabeth  St., 
Guntersville,  AL  35976  (256)  582-0114;  Schools  & youth  groups  contact:  Trish 
Pearce,  1226  Alabama  Hwy.  68,  Albertville,  AL  35951  (256)  878-0758. 

Apr.  29-30:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot,  at  Tannehill 
Ironworks  Historical  State  Park,  McCalla.  Archery  competition  using 
traditional  bows  & arrows.  Benefits  go  to  Children's  Hospital.  Sat., 

8am-5pm;  Sun.,  8am-2pm.  Info:  Helon  Riggins  (205)  477-5711. 

May  6-7:  Russell  Cave  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport.  Times:  Sat.,  10am-4pm;  Sun.,  9am-3pm.  No  admission 
charge.  Info:  David  Walker  (256)  495-2677. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in  Wetumpka  at 
7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon  their  removal 
to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing,  McFarland  Park  in 
Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in  Tuscumbia. 

Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911, 
or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around 
a native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged. 

Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe  (256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head.  Head  staff  & entertainment  TBA.  On-site 
camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission  charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail:  ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Note:  for  further  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau 
of  Tourism  & Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927,  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  the  state's  pow  wows  & information  on 
Alabama's  seven  state-recognized  Indian  Tribes,  contact  the  Alabama  Indian 
Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104,  or 
call  (334)  242-2831. 

-Florida- 

Mar.  16:  Winds  of  Change  Art  Gala,  Coral  Springs.  Meet  artists  & celebrity 
guests  of  the  American  Indian  Festival  aboard  the  yacht.  Savannah.  Proceeds 


benefit  homeless  women  with  children.  Info:  the  Barcole  Foundation  (954) 
924-6344  or  e-mail:  barcole2@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  17-18:  Winds  of  Change  American  Indian  Festival,  Coral  Gables.  Concerts 
celebrity  appearances,  arts  & crafts,  and  intertribal  dancing.  Info:  the 
Barcole  Foundation  (954)  924-6344  or  e-mail:  barcole2@bellsouth.net. 

Mar.  24-26:  Florida  Indian  Hobbyist  Association  Pow  Wow,  St.  Lucie  County 
Fairground,  Fort  Pierce.  Info:  (561)  466-7379  or  e-mail:  hightyed@aol.com 

Mar.  24-26:  Red  Hawk  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Florida  Botanical  Gardens,  Largo. 
Info:  (727)  397-1782/fax:  397-7662. 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  16th  Annual  Chambers  Farm  Native  American  Gathering, 
(festival  & pow  wow)  at  Chambers  Farm,  State  Route  315,  Orange  Springs. 


LOUISIANA 

Mar.  17-19:  Calling  of  All  Tribes  Pow  Wow,  at  Grand  Bois  Park,  Bourg.  Info: 
(504)  879-2373. 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Johnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Mar.  25-26:  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Grand 
Village  of  the  Natchez,  on  Jefferson  Davis  Blvd.,  Natchez.  Info:  (601) 
442-0200. 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 
OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  James  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 


Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Iordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 


May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM : Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL : Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Floop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7013,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


TEXAS 

Mar.  24-26:  11th  Annual  Texas  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  Arlington 
Convention  Center,  Arlington,  TX.  Info:  Texas  Indian  Markets,  4205  Kingston, 
Amarillo,  TX  79109  or  (806)  355-1610,  or  e-mail:  txindmrkts@tcac.net  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.indianmarket.net. 


ELSEWHERE 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Danet  Smith,  Martha  E Ture,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Larry  Innes, 
Gayle  Swanson,  Nancy  Thomas,  KOLA  News,  Bear  Christensen,  Dreamwalker, 
Evening  Rain  Calling  Crow,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Dohnny  Rustywire, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Barbara  Landis 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:46:04  2000 
Date:  Tue,  28  Mar  2000  18:19:46  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.014 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NatFilm,  LPDC,  Innu-L  & 

Big  Mountain  mailing  lists;  Indianz  elist;  UUCP  email; 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
http: //www. az star net . com/d news/d news/tod ay/ 119 -823 5 . html 
http: //www. abq journal . com/news/9news01-29-00. htm 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"The  earth  is  like  an  animal.  When  an  animal  is  sick  it,  it  wiggles 
and  twitches.  Dust  before  it  dies  it  shakes  even  harder,  shakes  all 
over.  That's  what  we  call  the  earthquake  and  the  volcano  and  the 
hurricane.  You'll  see,  it's  already  starting  to  happen.  The  world 
is  wiggling  and  twitching  and  shaking  just  before  it  dies." 

Buffalo  Dim,  Seminole 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
t Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

i of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 


I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
t Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  j 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  _ + 

i Dourney  ! 

[ The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 


ions  Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I thank  my  half-side  lanet  for  much  of  what  I say  here. 

Read  the  first  article  and  weep  for  the  Lakota,  then  for  all.  A white 
buffalo  (in  her  black  phase)  was  killed  on  Pine  Ridge.  The  buffalo  nation 
has  lost  one  of  its  most  sacred  at  the  hands  of  those  who  most  proclaim  her 
sacredness.  All  things  come  full  circle.  My  sorrow  for  what  is  to  come 
is  profound. 

My  teacher  speaks  of  the  incident  three  years  ago  when  Rapid  City  was 
baiting  and  shooting  the  deer  who  had  the  audacity  to  make  tracks  on  the 
local  golf  course.  She  said  then  there  will  come  a day  when  people  come  to 
us  to  get  medicine  for  healing  and  we'll  have  to  say  there  is  no  more, 
you've  slaughtered  it  all. 

Everyone  knew  that  Buffalo  was  on  Pine  Ridge. .. .Everyone.  I knew  it  from 
here  in  Georgia.  I also  know  the  Grandmother  who  sacrificed  much  - even 
hunger  and  risk  of  fall  on  winter  ice  - to  keep  that  buffalo  alive.  Now 
it  is  dead.  For  what? 

Mark  my  words.  This  killing  has  not  been  lost  on  the  Montana  DOL.  How 
long  before  some  DOL  official  or  cowboy  points  to  this  and  says  how  is 
buffalo  in  OUR  way  different  from  buffalo  in  THEIR  way?  How  sacred  do  you 
want  us  to  believe  buffalo  are  to  the  Lakota,  NOW? 

If  the  report  is  accurate,  and  not  one  Lakota  disputes  it,  the  act  was 
legal,  and  done  in  the  presence  of  a tribal  policeman  at  his  request. 

The  buffalo  was  killed,  according  to  the  news  report,  because  it  was  seen 
running  down  the  road  in  the  Red  Cloud  community  (this  is  the  area  where 
Oliver  Red  Cloud,  who  is  the  chief  leading  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  lives), 
and  went  into  somebody's  yard.  A policeman  and  a Mr.  Poor  Bear  who  was  with 
him  and  who  I believe  is  among  the  leadership  of  the  Oyate  group  himself, 
tried  to  chase  the  buffalo  away  and  it  charged  them.  They  got  away  from  it, 
but  said  they  were  afraid  it  would  hurt  somebody  else,  so  the  policeman 
asked  Mr.  Poor  Bear  to  shoot  it  and  he  did. 


What  I find  ironic  about  this  is  that  if  this  report  is  accurate  and  I've 
got  the  name  right,  someone  among  the  people  who  are  conducting  an 
occupation  as  the  traditional  defenders  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  is  responsible 
for  the  death  of  this  white  buffalo.  Note  that  Floyd  Hand,  who  is  the 
spokesman  for  this  group  and  who  did  comment  extensively,  did  not  condemn 
the  killing  in  this  story. 

I don't  know  all  the  facts,  so  I won't  judge,  but  I sure  would  like  to 
know  some  things  like  why  people  couldn't  be  kept  away  from  this  buffalo 
until  wildlife  officials  with  tranquilizers  could  be  called  in.  Since  she 
was  in  her  "black  phase,"  it's  possible  the  policeman  and  Mr.  Poor  Bear 
didn't  know  she  was  anything  special  until  her  owner  identified  her,  and  by 
then  it  was  too  late.  Even  so,  I wonder  why  killing  ANY  buffalo  was 
necessary  as  a safety  measure.  Occasionally  a bear  or  an  alligator  gets 
down  into  a populated  area  here  near  Marietta,  even  though  we're  far  more 
densely  populated  and  it's  harder  to  keep  people  away,  our  officials  manage 
to  recover  the  animals  unhurt  most  of  the  time.  I'm  wondering  why  it  would 
be  so  tough  to  herd  this  one  lone  buffalo  back  into  a safe  area.  Oh  sure, 
maybe  two  guys  on  foot  couldn't  do  it,  but  ...  well,  I'm  just  wondering  why 
there  was  such  a rush  to  kill  the  animal.  I'm  shocked  that  traditional 
Lakota  would  knowingly  kill  a white  buffalo  (assuming  they  did  know  it) 
under  any  circumstances  other  than  immediate  threat  to  somebody's  life. 

Remember  how  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  came  to  the  Lakota.  According 
to  the  story  as  I was  told  it,  one  of  the  boys  just  THOUGHT  about  ravishing 
White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  and  was  turned  into  a pile  of  maggots. 


Weep  for  the  Lakota.  Then  weep  for  all  of  us. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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RE:  Death  of  White  Buffalo" 


Date:  Sat,  25  Mar  2000  09:29:29  EST 
From:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Sub j : Death  of  White  Buffalo — look  what  has  been  put  in  motion 


to  kill  a helpless  animal,  human,  whatever--is  always  an  act  of  violence, 
anger,  illness. 

to  kill  this  one — our  prophecies  have  been  clear,  for  40,000  years  and 
more--even  when  they  may  not  be  our  own  tribes--the  messages  have  been 
there,  for  all  to  heed,  listen,  live  by.  LOUD  and  CLEAR. 

Everything  comes  full  circle,  --this  will  cost  dearly. 

My  children  and  I will  do  what  needs  doing  on  this. 

Firehair 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  3/25/00  8:58:15  AM  Eastern  Standard  Time 
From:  WAZI  NAGI 

Those  who  did  this  have  no  idea  what  they  have  put  into  motion.  The 
universal  action  started  will  be  long  and  painful  for  the  entire  world. 

From:  Shamagi 

Sacred  white  buffalo  killed 

BY  30DI  RAVE  LEE  Lincoln  Journal  Star 

JOURNAL  STAR  LIBRARY 

Short  life:  Medicine  Wheel,  a rare  white  buffalo  born  May  9,  1996,  was  shot 
to  death  Sunday. 


When  Joe  Merrival  was  called  to  the  scene  of  a buffalo  shooting  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  recently,  he  stared  in  disbelief  --  not  far 
away  lay  his  sacred  buffalo,  its  throat  slit,  its  hide  tattered. 

Medicine  Wheel  had  been  the  first  white  buffalo  born  on  Indian  lands  in 
more  than  a century. 

"I  just  felt,  "Oh  no,  it's  the  white  buffalo,'"  Merrival  said  Thursday. 
"I  tried  to  control  myself.  My  mind  went  blank  actually.  I didn't  want  to 
say  anything  wrong,  so  I just  said,  "It's  the  white  buffalo.'"  Born  May  9, 
1996,  the  white  calf  was  immediately  viewed  as  a symbol  of  hope,  rebirth 
and  unity  for  numerous  Great  Plains  tribes. 

"For  us,  this  would  be  something  like  coming  to  see  Jesus  lying  in  the 
manger,"  Floyd  Eland  Looks  For  Buffalo  said  shortly  after  Medicine  Wheel's 
birth . 

Today,  the  calf's  death  comes  amid  turmoil  and  chaos  on  Pine  Ridge, 
where  internal  and  external  pressures  have  rocked  its  20,000  Oglala  Lakota 
for  much  of  the  past  year. 

Throughout  last  summer,  demonstrators  marched  on  nearby  Whiteclay,  Neb., 
protesting  beer  sales  and  a spate  of  unsolved  Indian  murders.  And  for  the 
past  68  days,  another  group  has  occupied  the  tribal  administration 
building. 

The  buffalo's  death  is  a sign  that  life  for  American  Indian  people  will 
get  worse  before  it  gets  better,  said  Looks  for  Buffalo,  a spokesman  for 
the  takeover  group  Grassroots  Oyate. 

According  to  a tribal  police  report.  Pine  Ridge's  symbol  of  hope  and 
unity  died  just  after  8 p.m.  Sunday,  when  police  officer  Alex  Morgan 
spotted  the  animal  running  down  a road  near  the  Red  Cloud  community. 

Morgan  and  tribal  member  Leon  Poor  Bear  pursued  the  animal,  which  ran 
into  a yard. 

"We  tried  to  chase  it  back  down  the  road,  but  it  would  put  down  his  head 
and  charge  us,"  Morgan  wrote  in  his  report.  "I  told  Leon  to  shoot  the 
buffalo  for  the  safety  of  the  community."  When  Merrival  found  the 
buffalo's  body  later  that  night,  it  appeared  someone  had  started  to 
butcher  it,  he  said:  its  throat  was  slit  and  its  hide  scarred  from  being 
dragged  down  a gravel  road. 

The  rare  animal's  significance  is  rooted  in  Lakota  oral  history,  which 
tells  the  story  of  a holy  woman  visiting  one  of  their  villages.  She  taught 
them  their  seven  sacred  ceremonies  and  their  four  great  virtues:  courage, 
wisdom,  generosity  and  fortitude.  Before  she  left,  she  told  the  people 
not  to  worry,  that  she  would  return  one  day,  and  that  a sign  of  her 
arrival  would  be  a white  buffalo  calf. 

A version  of  the  prophecy  predicts  the  calf  will  be  born  white  but  will 
change  in  color  --  to  black,  to  yellow,  to  red  and  back  to  white  --  as  it 
matures,  Merrival  said.  Medicine  Wheel  was  in  the  black  phase. 


When  Medicine  Wheel  was  born,  doubt  existed  whether  the  animal  was  100 
percent  bison.  Tests  from  Storemont  Laboratory  in  Woodland,  Calif., 
however,  proved  it  to  be  pure. 

Now  that  the  animal  is  dead,  Merrival  will  use  its  hair  and  bones  "for 
spiritual  purposes,"  sharing  the  parts  with  as  many  people  as  he  can. 

After  that,  "I'll  put  it  back  into  the  pasture  to  where  it  was  born." 

Jodi  Rave  Lee  can  be  reached  at  473-7240  or  jrave@journalstar.com. 
http : //www. journalstar . com/ stories/ neb/ stox" > 

The  Lincoln  Journal  Star  and  Journalstar . com 

"RE : White  Buffalo  Killed"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Mar  2000  06:58:39  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Joseph  Norris  <longman2000_2000@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : White  buffalo  killed 

Grizzly,  a Cherokee  herbalist  from  Gassville,  Arkansas,  once  told  me  the 
story  of  a white  buffalo  which  lived  on  the  shores  of  the  Buffalo  River. 

In  the  old  days,  the  medicine  man  would  go  to  that  sacred  animal  when  a 
person  in  the  tribe  was  sick  and  offer  tobacco.  The  buffalo  would  tell  him 
what  herbs  to  use  to  cure  the  infirmed.  One  day  this  sacred  animal  was 
shot  by  a white  man,  and  the  Grandmother  shook  with  fury  - what  is  known 
today  as  the  New  Madrid  earthquake  - which  caused  the  Mississippi  River  to 
run  backward. 

The  white  buffalo's  death  is  a very  sad,  tragic  occurrence.  I worry  for 
the  people,  for  the  prophecy  predicting  the  white  buffalo's  return.  We 
need  to  pray,  brothers  and  sisters.  We  need  to  pray. 

Longman 


"RE;  Delaware  Tribal  Elder  Leaves  This  Life"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Mar  2000  08:17:02  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  03-24-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Dempsey  L.  Thaxton,  Delaware  Tribal  Elder,  Leaves  This  Life 

Dempsey  L.  Thaxton  died  at  7:55  a.m.  Sunday  in  Tulsa.  Services  will  be 
11  a.m.  Thursday  in  the  Arnold  Moore-Dewey  Funeral  Home  Chapel  with  the 
Rev.  Bill  Little  Sun  officiating.  A wake  will  be  from  6 p.m. -midnight 
Wednesday  in  the  Arnold  Moore-Dewey  Funeral  Home.  The  Dewey  V.F.W.  Post  No. 
10099  and  the  James  H.  Teel  American  Legion  Post  No.  105  will  accord 
Thaxton  full  military  rites  at  the  graveside.  Committal  prayers  and 
interment  will  be  directed  in  the  Delaware  Indian  Cemetery,  northwest  of 
Dewey,  by  the  Arnold  Moore-Dewey  Funeral  Service. 

Visitation  will  be  until  the  service  hour  Thursday  morning  at  the  Arnold 
Moore-Dewey  Funeral  Home. 

Thaxton  was  born  Dec.  28,  1920  to  Otis  "D"  and  Minnie  (Wilson)  Thaxton 
in  Dewey.  He  was  reared  and  received  his  education  in  the  Dewey  community. 
He  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy  on  Aug.  5,  1942  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge  on  Nov.  9,  1945.  Thaxton  served  during  World  War  II  in 
the  Alaska  area  of  the  Alutian  Islands  and  South  Pacific.  He  returned  to 
Dewey  and  ranched  on  the  family  Indian  Allotment  and  worked  as  an  oilfield 
roustabout  for  35  years  in  expediting  for  Straight,  Kane.  He  retired  in 
1983. 

He  married  the  former  11a  Mae  Hart  on  July  3,  1952  in  Bentonville,  Ark., 
and  they  made  their  home  on  his  family  farm.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  faith  and  was  a member  of  the  Wann  First  Baptist  Church  and  the 
New  Hope  Indian  Methodist  Church.  He  was  formerly  a member  of  the  James  H. 
Teel  American  Legion  Post  No.  105  and  the  Dewey,  V.F.W.  Post  No.  10099. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Ila  Mae,  of  Chelseaj  two  daughters,  Carolyn 
Lee  (Boyd)  of  Claremore,  and  Mrs.  Roger  (Crystal  Lee)  Teehee,  of  Foyil;  a 


son,  Paul  Otis,  of  Chelsea;  two  grandchildren;  a sister,  Bonnie  Lee,  of 
Bartlesville;  and  a brother,  Benjamin  Stokes,  of  Claremore. 

He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  parents;  his  sister,  Frances  Hudson;  and 
several  infant  brothers  and  sisters. 

"RE : state  Will  Sue  Yakama  Nation"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Mar  2000  11:54:21  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Governor:  State  will  sue  Yakama  Nation  over  alcohol  tax 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

By  LINDA  ASHTON 

The  Associated  Press 

03/08/00  8:25  PM  Eastern 

YAKIMA,  Wash.  (AP)  --  Gov.  Gary  Locke  said  Wednesday  that  stonewalling  by 
the  Yakama  Nation  has  left  him  no  choice  but  to  sue  to  halt  the  imposition 
of  an  alcohol  tax  on  the  central  Washington  reservation. 

Locke  sent  a letter  to  state  Attorney  General  Christine  Gregoire 
directing  her  to  proceed  with  a lawsuit  in  U.S.  District  Court. 

"We're  saying  it's  time  to  go  to  court  to  contest  this  illegal,  invalid 
tax,"  Locke  said  in  a telephone  interview  from  Olympia. 

"We  have  gone  the  extra  mile  to  try  to  negotiate  this  with  the  Yakama 
Nation.  Businesses  in  the  area  operate  under  a constant  fear  the  tribe 
will  try  to  enforce  this  tax  and  put  them  out  of  business. 

"Tensions  are  high,"  he  said. 

Yakama  Nation  leaders  were  not  immediately  available  for  comment 
Wednesday. 

The  tax  took  effect  Ian.  4.  The  tribal  council  adopted  the  resolution 
last  fall,  saying  it  was  a way  to  raise  money  to  fight  alcohol-related 
problems  on  the  reservation. 

Distributors  doing  business  within  reservation  boundaries  were  told  to 
purchase  a $5,000  license  and  pay  taxes  according  to  the  volume  and  type 
of  alcohol  sold  to  retailers.  The  tax  on  a can  of  beer  is  40  cents  and  $1 
on  a fifth  of  liquor,  for  example. 

Owners  of  47  businesses  in  Toppenish,  Wapato  and  Harrah  complained  that 
the  tax  would  put  them  out  of  business,  while  the  area's  distributors 
refused  to  deliver  within  the  reservation.  The  state  ordered  its  liquor 
store  franchises  closed  in  Toppenish  and  Wapato. 

So  far,  businesses  haven't  paid  the  tax,  and  some  businesses  have  been 
smuggling  alcohol  onto  the  reservation.  The  tribe  has  enforced  the  tax  law 
twice,  in  both  cases  seizing  beer  from  businesses  owned  by  tribal  members. 

Locke  has  been  working  with  tribal  council  leaders  since  Danuary  to 
block  the  tax  in  exchange  for  helping  the  tribe  find  ways  to  more 
effectively  fight  such  problems  as  alcoholism,  underage  drinking,  drunken 
driving  and  fetal  alcohol  syndrome. 

"Since  Danuary,  we  have  worked  with  the  tribe  to  identify  millions  of 
dollars  in  federal  funds  to  address  the  issue  of  alcoholism  --  millions  of 
dollars  for  treatment  and  prevention  --  more  than  they  could  raise  by 
this  tax,"  Locke  said. 

"The  tribe  has  consistently  responded  with  a stone  wall." 

U.S.  Sen.  Daniel  Inouye,  D-Hawaii,  met  with  tribal  leaders  last  month 
and  suggested  the  Yakamas  and  the  state  agree  to  a cooling-off  period 
during  which  the  tribe  would  not  enforce  the  tax  and  the  state  would  not 
go  to  court.  A mediator  would  help  with  negotiations. 

In  the  late  1980s,  Inouye  took  up  the  cause  of  the  Sohappy  family  of  the 
Yakama  Nation  when  the  family  battled  with  the  federal  government  over 
fishing  rights. 

But,  Locke  said,  the  tribe's  Council  Chairman  Lonnie  Selam  told  him 
Wednesday  that  the  council  would  not  consider  the  Inouye  proposal  any  time 
soon . 

"We  feel  we've  gone  out  of  our  way  to  be  accommodating  ...  only  to  be 
stonewalled,"  Locke  said. 

Although  he  could  not  give  a specific  date,  Locke  said  the  attorney 


general's  office  should  be  ready  to  file  the  lawsuit  "very  soon." 

The  state  will  ask  a judge  to  declare  the  tax  invalid  and  unenforceable, 
he  said. 
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Taking  it  to  the  bank 
By  MARLEY  SHEBALA 
c.  Navajo  Times  Staff 
3/23/00 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Az.  - The  Blackfeet  National  Bank  is  "living  proof"  that  the 
Navajo  Nation  does  not  have  to  waive  its  sovereignty  to  establish  a Navajo 
Nation  National  Bank. 

That  statement  came  from  Eloise  C.  Cobell,  chairwoman  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  Blackfeet  National  Bank  in  Browning,  Mont.,  who  was  the 
featured  speaker  at  the  two-day  Navajo  Nation  Banking  Summit  2000  gala 
dinner  reception  at  the  Navajo  Nation  Museum  and  Library  Tuesday  evening. 

Cobell  said  the  Blackfeet  National  Bank  opened  its  doors  in  July  1987 
amid  criticism  from  other  banks  that  the  Blackfeet  people  don't  pay  their 
bills  and  there's  no  way  to  collect  from  them. 

She  remembered  that  the  Blackfeet  people  themselves  balked  at  having  the 
tribe  invest  their  per  capita  payments  in  a bank  instead  of  distributing 
it  them. 

And  Cobell  recalled  the  distrust  that  the  tribal  members  had  for  their 
tribal  leaders. 

She  said  the  tribe  launched  an  intensive  education  program  about  the 
proposed  Blackfeet  National  Bank,  which  included  weekly  community  meetings 
and  special  forums. 

There  also  was  another  hurdle  that  faced  the  Blackfeet  Nation  and  it  was 
the  fact  that  no  other  Native  American  Nation  had  a bank. 

Cobell,  who  was  the  Blackfeet  tribal  treasurer  at  the  time,  remembered 
her  first  visit  with  the  U.S.  Office  of  the  Controller  for  Currency,  which 
issues  federal  charters  for  national  banks  and  is  located  in  San  Francisco. 

She  said  he  instructed  her  to  do  her  homework,  to  do  it  properly  and 
then  he'd  grant  the  Blackfeet  Nation  a federal  charter. 

But  Cobell  said  he  also  warned  her  that  if  the  Blackfeet  National  Bank 
failed,  she  would  responsible  for  taking  the  entire  tribe  down  with  her. 

She  said  the  tribe  capitalized  $1,050  million,  which  is  actually  quite 
small . 

But  today  Cobell  said  the  Blackfeet  National  Bank  has  $20  million  in 
assets  and  $11  million  out  in  loans  that  were  never  available  to  this 
community. 

She  reiterated  that  the  Blackfeet  Nation  did  it  without  waiving  their 
sovereignty  because  the  BNB  is  a national  bank  doing  business  in  their  own 
country. 

Cobell  added  that  along  with  the  establishment  of  the  BNB,  the  Blackfeet 
Tribal  developed  a commercial  code  for  collections  and  a foreclosures 
ordinance  for  mortgages,  which  the  Blackfeet  Tribal  Court  uses. 

"And  so  we  use  all  those  particular  codes  within  our  sovereign  nation. 

And  we  don't  go  by  any  other  court.  Dust  the  sovereign  Nation  of  the 
Blackfeet.  And  that's  worked  wonderful  for  us,"  she  said. 

Cobell  added,  "We've  had  a really  good  experience  with  our  court  system 
in  helping  when  we  have  to  court  for  defaults.  They've  been  very  helpful. 
And  so  I think  that  our  bank  is  living  proof  you  can  do  business  without 
having  to  waive  sovereignty." 

She  said  the  BNB  also  has  a very  large  and  diverse  portfolio,  which  is  a 
combination  of  commercial  loans  and  agricultural  loans. 


Agriculture  is  pretty  big  on  the  Blackfeet  reservation,  which  is 
probably  true  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  she  said. 

Cobell  said  the  BNB  also  works  at  getting  financing  at  low  interest  loan 
rate  for  agriculture  businesses,  which  includes  dealing  with  guaranteed 
loan  programs. 

But  she  noted  the  BNB  does  not  ignore  commercial  development. 

Cobell  said  the  BNB's  interest  rate  for  loans  varies. 

If  its  an  agricultural  business,  the  BNB  offers  a nine  percent  interest 
rate,  if  its  a commercial  business,  the  rate  is  between  nine  and  10 
percent,  she  said. 

Cobell  said  the  rate  for  an  unsecured  loan  is  higher  and  fluctuates 
between  12  and  13  percent. 

She  said  the  BNB  is  aware  of  credit  problems  within  the  community  and  so 
it  offers  a credit  repair  program,  which  involves  working  with  individuals 
to  get  them  to  begin  making  payments. 

And  if  the  BNB  sees  that  they've  made  their  payments  for  six  or  two 
months,  then  the  BNB  takes  a "risk"  and  approves  a loan  for  them  because 
they've  proven  that  they  are  making  that  special  first  step  towards  good 
credit  management.  Cobell  said. 

She  remembered  the  first  loans  made  by  the  BNB,  which  were  consumer 
loans  for  items  like  ref rigerators . 

Cobell  said  the  BNB  realized  then  that  their  people  were  not  "bankable" 
because  they  just  didn't  understand  banking  language  such  as  business 
plans  and  reconciling  loans. 

She  said  the  BNB  then  embarked  on  a new  education  program,  which 
involved  "mini-banking"  curriculum  at  the  elementary  level. 

Cobell  said  they  initially  tried  the  concept  at  the  mid-school  level  but 
it  failed  because  the  kids  were  already  consumers  and  kept  checking  out 
their  money  to  buy  sports  shoes  and  CD's. 

The  elementary  students  wanted  to  save  and  get  involved,  she  said. 

Cobell  said  they  even  attended  the  BNB's  board  meetings,  designed  their 
own  bank  logo,  which  was  a horse,  and  worked  on  the  bank  curriculum  so 
that  it  really  reflected  them,  Blackfeet  children. 

She  laughed  and  said  that  the  children  even  created  their  board  with 
bank  policies,  which  they  enforced  when  a parent  tried  to  withdraw  their 
child's  savings. 

Cobell  said  the  mini-bank  board  chairman  issued  a letter  telling  the 
parent  that  he  was  in  total  violation  of  their  mini-bank  policy. 

And  when  the  children  got  tired  of  just  having  their  bank  conduct 
savings  services,  they  expanded  into  business  ventures,  she  said. 

Cobell,  who  called  herself  a banker  by  default,  said  the  history  of  the 
BNB  is  about  believing  in  your  people,  building  their  banking  knowledge 
and  then  giving  them  financial  assistance. 

The  BNB  board  has  six  members  and  none  of  the  positions  can  be  held  by  a 
tribally  elected  official. 

"RE : Support  the  Dine'h  Letter"  
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From:  Thomas  Taaffe  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Support  the  Dine'h  letter 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

After  a brief  respite,  we  are  beginning  another  round  of  letters.  This 
time  we  are  targeting  a letter  to  Kevin  Gover,  Assistant  Secretary  for  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  Please  send  him  a letter  (using  the  e-mail  address 
above  the  letter),  using  the  one  provided  below  or  one  of  your  own.  Please 
CC  a copy  back  to  us  at  bambam@anthro.umass.edu  so  that  we  may  track  the 
success  of  our  efforts. 

While  it  is  probably  too  soon  to  tell,  your  efforts  may  be  be  having  a 
positive  effect  on  the  situation.  Given  that  it  is  an  election  year,  the 
White  Flouse  may  not  want  any  adverse  publicity.  We  urge  you  to  continue  to 
writing  letters,  as  well  as  contacting  your  congresspeople  and  senators,  to 


keep  the  federal  government's  nose  to  the  fire. 

Thank  you  for  supporting  the  Dine'h. 

Thomas  Taaffe 
Listserve  Manager 
Friends  of  Big  Mountain 
bambam@anthro .umass.edu 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  e-mail  address:  nedradarling(3bia .gov 

Kevin  Gover 
Assistant  Secretary 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
1849  C St.,  NW 
Washington,  D.C.  20240-0001 

Dear  Sir, 

I wish  to  appeal  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  resisting  Dine'h  people  of  Black 
Mesa  in  Arizona,  who  you  have  made  it  your  responsibility  to  remove  from 
their  sacred  homelands  in  any  conceivable  manner,  and  directly  onto 
devastatingly  contaminated  land.  I intend  to  represent  to  you  a rapidly 
growing  number  of  concerned  American  and  global  citizens,  who  do  not  abide 
by  the  methods  nor  the  justification  with  which  you  have  gone  about  this 
task,  deeming  it  legal,  humane,  and  culturally  appropriate.  By  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights,  by  citation  from  the  European  Parliament,  and 
by  one  of  your  official  goals,  to  direct  tribal  self -determination;  it  can 
not  be  so. 

Before  all  other  interests,  is  it  not  your  first  priority  to  look  after  the 
physical  and  mental  health  of  the  indigenous  people  on  the  land?  If  not,  why 
not?  Perhaps  there  are  other  interests  that  you  have  found  more  important? 
Certainly,  it  is  widely  understood  that  the  "Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute"  was 
contrived  by  government  directed  and  crafted  tribal  councils  and  influential 
energy  interests,  whose  sole  intent  has  been  to  clear  away  coal  and  water 
rights  on  the  Joint  Use  Area,  to  open  the  way  for  more  development.  It  is  no 
secret  the  richest  resources  in  the  U.S.  for  uranium  and  coal  lie  beneath 
this  "disputed"  land.  The  dispute  has  never  been  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo 
peoples,  who  wish  to  protect  the  land  and  their  families,  but  instead 
between  both  tribes  and  the  U.S.  government,  via  the  BIA.  In  the  two  years 
leading  up  to  the  BIA's  very  formation  of  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council,  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  published  several  letters  instructing  Indian 
Service  employees  to  suppress  and  control  Indian  ceremonies,  dress,  and 
dances.  Should  the  people,  who  protested  loudly  the  authority  of  such  a 
body,  be  ignorant  to  the  correlation  there,  especially  when  the  only 
authority  of  the  new  Tribal  Council  was  to  sign  over  mining  rights?  You  have 
indicated  that  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  people  that  you  serve  to 
surrender  their  land,  and  that  their  own  tribal  government  has  decided  it  is 
best  to  do  so.  But  such  a governing  body  can  never  be  indicated  as  any 
excuse  for  the  openly  hostile  removal  of  elderly  and  traditional  families. 

Furthermore,  such  respected  Hopi  elders  as  Martin  Gashweseoma,  Dan  Evehema, 
Thomas  Banyacya,  as  well  as  countless  more  Hopi  traditionals,  have  loudly 
voiced  support  and  unity  with  the  Dine'h  resistors.  The  "huge  differences" 
that  you  have  suggested  exist  between  the  two  tribes  do  not  even  begin  to 
overshadow  their  common  view  of  the  land  as  sacred,  their  belief  in  all 
people  as  relatives,  and  their  common  purpose  as  guardians  of  their  sacred 
homeland . 

The  actual  differences  in  this  case  lie  between  the  BIA's  public  addressing 
of  the  Dine'h  peoples'  situation,  and  the  actual  treatment  of  these  same 
people.  I understand  that  many  Dine'h  are  afraid  of  the  harassment  of  the 
BIA  officials  that  come  to  their  homes  armed  with  semi-automatic  weapons  to 
count  their  livestock  and  tell  them  that  they  must  sell  their  livestock  or 
they  will  get  impounded  - if  not  today  then  tomorrow  or  next  week  when  no 


supporters  are  around  to  witness  their  actions.  Do  you  feel  that  signatures 
obtained  under  these  circumstances  constitute  an  endorsement  of  your  policy, 
especially  when  most  remaining  Dine'h  are  not  even  capable  of  understanding 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "relocation",  nor  of  signing  their  names?  Do  you  see 
aggression  towards  these  peaceful  people  as  the  only  solution  to  your 
"Indian  question?"  If  so,  do  you  not  understand  the  thin  line  you  tread 
between  legal  business  and  outright  genocide? 

Mr.  Gover,  since  you  have  instigated  and  enforced  the  laws  that 
fundamentally  undermine  the  rights  of  these  people,  stripped  them  of  the 
land  they  have  held  for  many  hundreds  of  years,  and  placed  their  lives  and 
livestock  in  physical  danger;  you  have  a special  responsibility  to  undo  the 
damage  you  have  done.  I enjoin  you:  enforce  the  prohibition  of  your  agents, 
rangers,  and  employees  from  bulldozing  ceremonial  hogans  and  sacred  burial 
sites;  begin  today! 

Cease  the  clinically  documented  cruel  treatment  of  animals  impounded  by  your 
agency  by  discontinuing  altogether  the  seizure  of  this  the  people's  only 
livelihood.  Since  you  continue  to  resell  the  animals  to  the  same  people  you 
took  them  from,  it  is  obvious  to  the  growing  number  of  witnesses  that 
although  they  are  being  seized  under  the  auspices  of  protection  from 
overgrazing,  this  is  not  the  case.  Suspend  immediately  your  enforcement  of 
the  virtual  death  sentence  issued  upon  the  people,  not  being  allowed  so  much 
as  to  break  a green  twig  in  gathering  firewood  to  stay  alive  in  twenty-below 
weather,  repair  living  structures,  or  obtain  drinking  water.  Inform  your 
employees  that  it  is  brutal  and  unnecessary  treatment  of  what  are  usually 
elderly  persons,  to  physically  intimidate  and  threaten  with  imprisonment 
those  who  do  not  sign  agreements,  (most  do  not  know  English,  sir!)  or  those 
who  attempt  to  survive. 

By  beginning  with  these  directives  you  will  prove  to  the  world  that  your 
intentions  do  not  include  banishing  altogether  the  religion  and  way  of  life 
of  the  Dine'h  people.  I would  like  to  assume  that  the  BIA  does  not  feel  that 
the  forcible  relocation  of  native  people  living  on  their  traditional  land  is 
a good  way  for  the  U.S.  government  to  treat  its  indigenous  peoples!  Sir,  I 
want  to  thank  you  in  advance  for  your  time  on  this  important  and  urgent 
matter,  and  with  most  respectful  sentiments,  I do  await  your  reply. 

Sincerely, 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 
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March  20,  2000 

Hopi  Exclusion  Ordinance  Upheld 

KYKOTSMOVI,  Ariz.  --  During  the  first  morning  of  the  Hopi  Tribe's 
administrative  hearing  to  exclude  Arlene  Hamilton  from  the  Hopi 


Reservation,  Hearing  Officer  Coochise  denied  the  defendant's  motion  to 
dismiss  the  proposed  exclusion.  In  addition,  the  motion  to  strike  Hopi 
Tribal  Ordinance  46  known  as  the  "exclusion  ordinance"  on  the  grounds 
that  it  was  vague  was  also  denied. 

In  his  opening  statement  of  March  15,  Dohn  Trebon,  attorney  for  Arlene 
Hamilton  stated  that  Ms.  Hamilton's  actions  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands 
had  "no  detrimental  effect  on  the  Hopi"  and  that  Ordinance  46  constituted 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment  for  his  client. 

General  Counsel  for  the  Hopi  Tribe,  Scott  Canty,  stated  that  Ms. 

Hamilton  should  not  be  allowed  to  hide  her  unlawful  behavior  behind  the 
First  Amendment,  referring  to  Hamilton's  activities  including  alleged 
illegal  construction  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands.  "This  is  first  and 
foremost  the  Hopi  Reservation,  land  set  aside  for  the  exclusive  use  and 
benefit  of  the  Hopi  People.  Ordinance  46  is  the  method  by  which  the  Hopi 
regulate  use  of  the  Hopi  Reservation.  This  right  of  the  Hopi  is  the  crux 
of  the  case . " 

Asked  about  her  observance  on  the  day's  hearing,  Lenora  Lewis,  Hopi 
Observer  from  the  Village  of  Upper  Moenkopi  replied,  "Arlene  Hamilton's 
defense  says  that  she  did  no  harm  to  the  Hopi  people.  Yet  it  was  clear 
from  the  witnesses  that  she  built  structures  on  Hopi  land  without  a 
permit  and  is  trying  to  convince  the  Hearing  Officer  that  something  is 
wrong  with  the  law  and  that  he  should  throw  it  out.  She  then  claims  that 
she  is  doing  nothing  unlawful.  This  is  a new  twist  on  her  defense.  Every 
time  she  breaks  the  law  she  can  just  say  it  wasn't  her  fault  but  the 
Ordinance's  for  interpreting  her  behavior  as  illegal.  I'm  glad  the 
Hearing  Officer  didn't  agree  with  her." 

Eugene  Kaye,  witness  for  the  Hopi  Tribe,  testified  that  Ms.  Hamilton  was 
never  given  a permit  to  hold  her  "education  camp"  nor  to  construct 
buildings  for  the  camp  on  the  HPL.  "In  practice,"  he  said  "she  has 
continued  to  violate  the  law." 

In  Hamilton's  defense,  Trebon  argued  that  Hamilton  is  the  Chief 
Negotiator  for  the  Navajo  and  has  authority  from  President  Kelsey  Begaye 
of  the  Navajo  Nation  to  represent  and  negotiate  on  his  behalf.  Among  her 
alleged  negotiations  on  record  are  requests  for  wells  to  be  rehabilitated 
and  to  hold  the  Sun  Dance  at  Camp  Anna  Mae  on  the  HPL. 

"This  is  news  to  the  Hopi  Tribe.  We  have  a direct  government-to- 
government  relationship  with  the  Navajo  Nation.  Arlene  Hamilton  has  never 
provided  us  with  a letter  from  President  Begaye  that  she  is  his  official 
representative  in  any  capacity  or  for  any  matter.  I'm  sure  President 
Begaye  will  be  more  than  happy  to  clear  this  matter  up  for  the  Hopi  Tribe, 
" stated  Rachel  Sakiestewa  Scott,  Hopi  Tribal  Council  Representative  who 
attended  the  hearing. 

In  reference  to  the  Sun  Dance,  Trebon  argued  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  had 
previously  acquiesced  to  "permitting"  the  Sun  Dance  to  continue  when 
roadblocks  set-up  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Law  Enforcement  and  Hopi 
Rangers  allowed  participants  to  go  to  the  Sun  Dance  site,  and  then  by 
analogy  arguing  that  in  Hamilton's  case,  by  not  writing  to  inform  her 
that  her  request  for  a permit  was  denied,  had  acquiesced  to  giving  her  a 
permit  for  her  activities. 

"This  was  clearly  not  the  case,"  stated  Kaye.  "Public  safety  was  the 
highest  consideration,"  referring  to  the  Hopi  Tribe's  roadblock  to  prevent 
individuals  from  attending  the  Sun  Dance  event.  "To  put  someone's  life  up 
front  was  not  worth  the  trouble.  We  feared  that  any  confrontation  with  the 
Sun  Dance  participants  could  endanger  lives.  It  did  not  mean  that  we  gave 
permission  for  the  Sun  Dance  to  continue.  It  meant  that  there  are  certain 
individuals  that  will  continue  to  disobey  Hopi  law." 

The  hearing  continued  on  March  16.  "A  non-member  who  enters  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Tribe  remains  subject  to  the  risk  that  the  Tribe  will 
later  exercise  its  sovereign  power,"  quoted  Canty,  citing  Supreme  Court 
case  Merrion  v.  Dicarilla  Apache  Tribe  in  response  to  Hamilton's  argument 
that  the  Hopi  Tribe  had  lost  the  ability  to  exclude  her  from  the  Hopi 
Reservation  by  its  failure  to  do  so  over  the  last  seventeen  years. 

Hamilton  was  issued  a Notice  of  Proposed  Exclusion  from  the  Hopi 
Reservation  by  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  on  Dune  14,  1999,  for  organizing  an 
educational  camp,  erecting  structures  on  the  Hopi  Reservation,  failing  to 


comply  with  the  tribe's  order  to  remove  unauthorized  structures  placed  on 
Hopi  land,  and  for  remaining  on  the  Hopi  Reservation  without 
authorization  from  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

On  May  28,  1999,  Hamilton  wrote  a letter  to  the  tribe  requesting  a 
permit  to  erect  temporary  structures  on  the  Hopi  Reservation  for  the 
educational  camp.  Before  she  even  requested  a permit  and  while  her 
request  was  pending,  Hamilton  proceeded  to  erect  several  structures.  Also 
on  May  28,  the  Hopi  Tribe  issued  Hamilton  a Notice  to  Cease  New 
Construction  and/or  Trespass  on  Hopi  Tribal  Lands.  On  Dune  7,  a second 
Notice  was  issued  to  Hamilton  after  an  additional  structure  was  erected 
for  the  educational  camp  in  disregard  of  the  first  notice.  In  Dune, 
Hamilton's  request  for  a permit  was  denied. 

When  asked  if  she  had  received  and  read  the  Notice  to  cease  new 
construction  and  trespass,  she  said,  "I  had  no  idea  what  this  paper  meant. 
I did  not  realize  the  consequences  of  this  paper."  When  asked  under  what 
authority  she  proceeded  to  erect  structures  without  permission  from  the 
Hopi  Tribe,  Hamilton  replied,  "I  thought  I had  verbal  permission." 

In  papers  filed  in  connection  with  the  hearing,  the  Tribe  explained  that 
the  principles  underlying  the  tribes  power  to  protect  it's  lands  from 
unauthorized  entry  have  their  basis  in  tribal  sovereignty  and  federal  law. 
In  one  of  the  nations  first  Indian  law  cases  before  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  Worchester  v.  Georgia,  Dustice  Dohn  Marshall  stated,  "The 
Cherokee  Nation,  then,  is  a distinct  community,  occupying  its  own 
territory,  with  boundaries  accurately  described,  in  which  the  laws  of 
Georgia  can  have  no  force,  and  which  the  citizens  of  Georgia  have  no 
right  to  enter  but  with  the  assent  of  the  Cherokees  themselves,  or  in 
conformity  with  treaties,  and  with  acts  of  Congress." 

According  to  Cedrik  Kuwaninvaya,  a member  of  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council, 
"This  principle  is  at  the  heart  of  the  Hopi  case  against  Hamilton." 

"Hopefully  this  case  will  help  lay  to  rest  the  notion  that  the  Hopi 
Reservation  is  a lawless  third  world  country.  Individuals  like  Arlene 
Hamilton  think  they  can  come  onto  the  Hopi  Reservation  and  do  as  they 
please  without  respect  for  the  people  and  the  laws  that  govern  our  land. 
She  acted  as  her  own  judge  and  decided  that  she  would  do  as  she  pleased 
without  authorization.  It's  like  saying,  I don't  have  a drivers  license 
but  I think  it's  okay  for  me  to  drive  on  the  highways,"  stated  Scott. 

Trebon  argued  that  Hopi  law  did  not  apply  to  teepees  and  that  Hamilton 
served  as  an  agent  or  employee  of  the  Weaving  for  Freedom  camp  and  that 
such  status  qualified  her  for  an  exception  from  exclusion  under  Hopi 
Tribal  Ordinance  46.  Trebon  also  asked  Coochise  to  consider  basic 
fairness  for  his  client. 

In  his  closing,  Canty  stated  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  in  its  capacity  as  a 
sovereign  nation  has  the  power  to  exclude  nonmembers  from  the  Hopi 
Reservation.  "The  very  foundations  of  Federal  Indian  Law  are  premised  in 
part  on  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  Indian  tribes  to  exclude  non- 
members from  their  lands,"  he  said. 

"As  a matter  of  public  policy,"  Canty  said  referring  to  Hamilton's 
activities  on  the  Hopi  Reservation  that  required  authorization,  "you 
proceeded  without  permission,  you  ignored  the  law  and  encouraged  others 
to  engage  in  similar  lawless  behavior." 

The  proposal  to  exclude  an  individual  from  the  Hopi  Reservation  is  a 
multi-step  process.  Departments  such  as  the  Office  of  Hopi  Lands  refer 
cases  to  the  Office  of  the  Chairman  for  consideration  that  is  also  shared 
with  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  and  the  Land  Team.  Following  the  due  process 
hearing  afforded  the  defendant,  a recommendation  from  Coochise  to 
Chairman  Taylor  will  either  recommend  exclusion  or  denial  of  the 
exclusion  for  Hamilton.  Coochise  indicated  that  he  expected  to  issue  a 
decision  within  45  days. 
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Negotiating  Kyoto:  Indigenous  Peoples  and  the  Complex  Path  to  Global 
Solutions 

By  Melina  Selverston/Native  Americas  lournal 
c.  Copyright  2000 

From  Alaska  to  the  Amazon,  indigenous  people  are  commenting  on  the 
dramatic  changes  in  their  fishing,  hunting,  and  gathering  practices  that 
have  been  passed  on  for  generations.  Communities  are  experiencing  the 
impact  of  changes  in  their  environment,  which  scientists  have  named 
"global  warming."  Increasingly,  scientists  are  concluding  that  global 
warming  is  caused  by  human  activity,  in  particular  the  burning  of  fossil 
fuels  (coal  and  petroleum).  Plants  and  animals  survive  in  specific 
ecosystems  and  can  suffer  dramatically,  even  disappear,  because  of  changes 
in  the  weather  conditions.  Most  indigenous  communities  are  linked  to 
specific  ecosystems  upon  which  they  rely  to  continue  as  a people. 

According  to  a recent  report,  "Scientists  are  beginning  to  document  some 
profound  effects  that  the  changing  climate  is  apparently  causing  in  plant 
and  animal  populations."! 

Climate  Change  and  Forests 

The  most  dramatic  effects  of  global  warming  are  seen  in  the  oceans,  which 
are  extremely  sensitive  to  even  the  slightest  temperature  changes.  Coastal 
areas  are  at  risk  of  being  flooded.  Latin  America's  coral  reefs  already 
are  showing  signs  of  dying  as  a result  of  slightly  warmer  oceans,  and  El 
Nino-related  storms  are  increasing.  The  Caribbean  Islands  and  the  Atlantic 
Coast  of  the  Americas  stand  to  suffer  significantly  from  the  changes  in 
the  ocean  climate  and  the  probable  floods  stemming  from  global  warming. 

Forests  have  a unique  relationship  to  climate  change,  which  is  becoming 
increasingly  relevant  in  South  America  because  of  the  destruction  in  the 
Amazon  Basin,  the  largest  forest  area  in  the  world.  Not  only  can  climate 
change  lead  to  deforestation,  but  also  deforestation  can  exacerbate 
climate  change.  The  fire  that  burned  out  of  control  in  Brazil  last  winter 
is  attributed,  in  part,  to  the  drought,  in  turn,  linked  to  global  warming. 
The  fire  in  northern  Brazil  burned  for  many  weeks  causing  irreparable 
damage  to  the  rainforest,  including  the  Yanomami,  Macuxi,  and  Wapishana 
territories.  The  fire  ate  into  tropical  forest  areas  that  are  usually  too 
humid  to  burn. 2 

As  the  forest  burned,  it  released  dangerous  amounts  of  carbon  dioxide 
into  the  atmosphere.  The  environmental  group  Friends  of  the  Earth  estimated 
that  the  Brazil  fires  released  125  million  metric  tons  of  carbon  dioxide 
into  the  atmosphere.  That  is  the  equivalent  of  10  years'  emissions  from 
the  largest  city  in  Brazil,  Sao  Paolo.  Forests  have  the  ability  to  store 
carbon  dioxide  and  other  greenhouse  gases,  which  is  why  they  are  called 
"carbon  sinks."  The  stored  greenhouse  gases  are  released  into  the 
atmosphere  when  forests  are  destroyed,  adding  to  the  global  warming 


effect.  Conversely,  reforestation  can  remove  those  gases  from  the 
atmosphere.  Thus,  forests  are  vital  to  the  natural  balance  of  global 
climate. 

The  Amazon  rainforest  is  as  large  as  the  continental  United  States,  and 
incorporates  nine  different  South  American  countries  (Brazil,  Bolivia, 

Peru,  Ecuador,  Colombia,  Venezuela,  Guyana,  Surinam,  and  French  Guyana, 
which  actually  is  a French  protectorate) . More  than  500  different 
indigenous  languages  are  spoken  there.  Beyond  the  Amazon  rainforest  there 
is  the  huge  Atlantic  rainforest  on  the  Coast  of  Brazil,  and  important 
forests  in  Central  America  and  Mexico. 

The  Climate  Regime 

The  United  Nations  Framework  Convention  on  Climate  Change  (UNFCCC)  was 
developed  by  governments  in  1992  to  address  the  problem  of  climate  change. 
At  that  time,  scientists  were  still  building  a case  that  global  warming 
was  occurring,  and  that  it  was  largely  the  result  of  human  activity.  Since 
then,  the  evidence  has  been  mounting,  pointing  to  the  human  causes  of 
global  warming.  The  UNFCCC  went  into  effect  in  1994  with  about  160 
countries.  The  industrialized  countries  that  are  parties  to  the  convention 
are  called  Annex  I countries.  The  Annex  I countries  are  considered  to  have 
contributed  the  most  to  global  warming,  and  are  wealthier,  so  the  UNFCCC 
gives  them  more  responsibility  for  the  reduction  of  greenhouse  gas 
emissions.  Annex  I countries  are  also  expected,  within  the  UNFCCC,  to 
assist  the  poorer,  less-developed  countries  that  are  likely  to  be  most 
affected  by  global  warming. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  order  to  stabilize  carbon  dioxide  at  a safe  level 
it  will  require  a 60  to  80  percent  cut  in  carbon  emissions  from  current 
levels.  Through  negotiations  governments  are  determining  methods  to  reduce 
emissions  of  dangerous  gases  into  the  atmosphere.  They  also  are  discussing 
ways  to  control  the  gases  that  are  already  there.  Planting  trees,  one 
method  to  absorb  greenhouse  gases,  is  called  a carbon  sequestration. 

Now,  through  an  agreement  signed  in  1997,  the  Kyoto  Protocol  to  the 
UNFCCC,  governments  made  a legally  binding  commitment  for  industrialized 
countries  to  limit  or  reduce  greenhouse  gas  emissions.  Within  an 
established  commitment  period,  2008  to  2012,  those  countries  must  reduce 
their  greenhouse  gas  emissions  by  5 percent  below  1990  levels.  The 
objective  of  the  UNFCCC  is  not  simply  the  reduction  of  greenhouse  gas 
emissions,  but  actually  the  "stabilization  of  greenhouse  gases  at  a safe 
level."  Therefore  the  UNFCCC,  in  various  articles,  states  that  the  control 
of  greenhouse  gases  through  sinks  can  be  used  to  meet  a country's 
commitment  to  gas  emissions  reduction.  In  other  words,  an  industrialized 
country  can  "trade"  the  gases  they  are  saving  by  financing  the  protection 
of  a forest  in  a developing  country  for  the  gases  they  are  producing  at 
home. 

The  Clean  Development  Mechanism 

The  Kyoto  Protocol  established  the  Clean  Development  Mechanism  (CDM)  to 
provide  a system  for  Annex  I countries  to  assist  developing  countries 
achieve  sustainable  development  and  to  contribute  to  the  objectives  of  the 
UNFCCC  by  supporting  carbon  sinks. 

There  has  been  contentious  debate  about  "emissions  trading"  throughout 
the  UNFCCC  negotiations.  Unfortunately,  forest-dwelling  indigenous 
communities,  the  people  who  stand  to  be  most  directly  affected,  have  not 
yet  been  actively  involved  in  those  debates.  The  CDM  has  to  support 
"sustainable  development"  as  described  by  the  host  country.  Indigenous 
people  have  learned  from  experience  that  with  protected  areas  and  parks, 
if  "conservation"  takes  precedence  over  the  needs  of  local  communities,  it 
can  result  in  conflict. 

A study  by  the  Center  for  International  Environmental  Law,  based  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  concludes  that  "given  the  right  legal  and  institutional 
framework,  CDM  forest  projects  could  be  potent  tools  in  achieving  climate 
benefits  while  protecting  forests  and  benefiting  local  communities . "3 
Supporters  of  this  perspective  argue  that  if  there  are  adequate 
regulations,  the  CDM  could  be  an  important  way  for  resources  to  be 
transferred  from  wealthy  countries  to  communities  that  can  benefit  from 


investment  in  sustainable  development.  For  governments  of  developing 
countries,  the  CDM  is  a mechanism  for  them  to  obtain  the  financial 
resources  needed  to  achieve  sustainable  development-something  they  have 
been  calling  for  since  the  climate  negotiations  began  a decade  ago. 

Critics  of  the  CDM  are  concerned  that  it  may  provide  incentives  that 
contradict  environmental  objectives.  Dr.  Ursula  Fuentes  Flutfilter  of  the 
Netherlands  National  Institute  of  Public  Health  fears  that  the  "accounting 
of  biological  sinks  in  the  Kyoto  Protocol  could  lead  to  incentives  with 
negative  impacts  upon  climate  protection  as  well  as  biodiversity 
conservation . "4  For  example,  a government  might  clear  away  valuable 
wetlands  biodiversity  to  develop  a tree  plantation  for  carbon 
sequestration.  Alternately,  forest  peoples  might  be  relocated  or  otherwise 
adversely  affected  to  make  way  for  "protected  areas." 

Other  aspects  of  the  debate  on  emissions  trading  focus  on  the  validity  of 
carbon  sequestration  as  a method  for  climate  control.  Article  12  states 
that  "emissions  reductions  resulting  from  each  project  activity  shall  be 
certified  by  operational  entities  to  be  designated  by  the  Conference  of 
the  Parties."  Scientists  have  argued,  however,  that  there  is  no  practical 
method  to  prove  that  a carbon  sequestration  or  sustainable  development 
project  has  contributed  to  stabilization  of  greenhouse  gases.  In  any  case, 
many  European  environmental  organizations  say  that  emissions  trading  lets 
their  industries  off  the  hook.  "It  is  less  expensive  to  support  a project 
in  the  developing  world  than  to  improve  the  industry  methods,"  said 
Gotelind  Alber  of  the  Climate  Alliance  of  Europe. 

Participation  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

It  is  important  that  the  UNFCCC  include  strong  language  to  protect  the 
rights  of  indigenous  people.  It  is  a powerful  and  binding  convention  in 
the  United  Nations  hierarchy  of  treaties,  considerably  more  important 
than,  for  example,  the  Convention  on  Biodiversity,  which  does  contain 
language  concerning  indigenous  peoples.  The  CDM,  in  particular,  will 
directly  affect  indigenous  and  local  communities,  so  their  voices  must  be 
included  in  the  discussions  to  define  the  legal  framework  governing  it.  At 
a minimum,  issues  of  "prior  and  informed  consent"  and  "benefit  sharing," 
already  addressed  in  the  UN  body  of  international  laws,  must  be  clearly 
defined  in  the  CDM. 

It  is  difficult  to  consider  the  long-term  effects  of  international 
policies  when  indigenous  people  throughout  the  hemisphere  are  faced  with 
the  daily  struggle  to  survive.  In  Latin  America  most  indigenous  people  do 
not  have  land  titles  and  do  not  benefit  from  the  basic  rights  of 
citizenship.  Yet  the  policies  developed  in  the  climate  negotiations  will 
directly  impact  indigenous  peoples  and  their  homes.  Yaritza  Array,  an 
indigenous  leader  from  Venezuela  who  has  studied  the  UNFCCC,  made  an 
urgent  call  for  indigenous  organizations  to  educate  each  other  about  the 
UNFCCC,  and  to  demand  participation  in  the  negotiations.  "We  have  to 
intervene  so  they  take  serious  measures  against  the  current  model  of 
development-our  survival  is  at  stake. "5 
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Albuquerque  City  Council  Approves  Statue 

ALBUQUERQUE  (AP)  _ City  councilors  have  approved  a controversial  statue 
that  will  commemorate  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  in  New  Mexico  in  1598. 

The  city  for  years  has  attempted  to  recognize  the  Spaniards  and 
conquistador  Don  Juan  de  Onate  with  a statue,  but  many  American  Indians 
object  because  of  Onate' s brutal  treatment  of  Indians. 

After  more  than  two  hours  of  intensely  emotional  debate  Monday  night, 
councilors  approved  the  controversial  public  artwork  and  agreed  to  put  it 
at  the  Albuquerque  museum  rather  than  at  a park  across  the  street  that  is 
named  for  Indians. 

The  deal  approved  by  the  council  in  a 7-2  vote  strikes  a delicate 
compromise  between  the  positions  of  Indians  and  Hispanic  groups,  who  have 
been  fighting  bitterly  over  the  memorial  for  nearly  three  years. 

The  approved  artwork,  titled  "La  Jornada,"  features  a grouping  of  cattle, 
dogs,  sheep,  Spanish  settlers  and  Pueblo  Indians.  The  design  is  a 
collaborative  work  between  artists  Reynaldo  "Sonny"  Rivera,  Betty  Sabo  and 
Nora  Naranjo-Norse. 

The  cost  of  the  work  has  not  been  determined.  The  original  design  would 
have  cost  the  city  $600,000.  However,  since  the  area  at  the  museum  is 
smaller  than  the  site  at  Tiguex  Park,  the  statue  will  have  to  be 
redesigned . 

"The  substitution  could  yield  savings,"  said  Lawrence  Rael,  chief 
administrative  officer  for  the  city.  "But  it's  premature  to  put  a number 
on  it  until  we  go  out  there  and  assess  the  sites." 

The  compromise  has  many  opponents  of  the  memorial  and  the  two  councilors 
who  voted  against  it  saying  the  city's  taxpayers  got  the  shaft. 

"Given  the  city's  record  with  cost  overruns,  there  won't  be  any  savings, 

" Councilor  Greg  Payne  said. 

Hundreds  of  people  attended  Monday's  council  meeting,  and  at  times  the 


comments  were  stinging. 

"The  Acomas  drew  first  blood/'  said  John  Lucero  of  Albuquerque,  a 
supporter  of  the  Onate  memorial.  "They  won  the  battle  and  lost  the  war. 

Now  they  want  to  say  'No  fair."' 

The  crowd  on  the  anti-Onate  side  of  the  room  groaned,  but  Lucero 
continued:  "If  your  family  is  of  Spanish  descent,  this  is  a personal 
attack  on  you,  your  family  and  your  heritage." 

The  vitriol  left  Neri  Holguin  of  the  Petroglyph  National  Monument 
Protection  Coalition  in  tears. 

"It's  painful  to  hear  Hispanic  elders,  people  of  my  parents'  generation, 
be  so  mean,"  Holguin  told  the  council.  "I  don't  want  to  hear  this  anymore. 
This  is  terrible.  Please  end  this  tonight." 

Darva  Chino,  an  Acoma  Indian,  said:  "There  are  so  many  ways  we  can 
recognize  Hispanic  history  without  putting  up  a statue  of  Onate." 

The  council  finally  called  for  a vote  on  the  compromise.  All  but  Payne 
and  Hess  Ynetma  supported  the  plan  to  erect  the  memorial  at  the  museum. 

"This  has  been  an  ugly  process,"  City  Council  President  Michael  Brasher 
said.  "That's  one  thing  we  can  all  agree  on." 
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HELENA,  Mont.  (AP)  - An  Indian  tribe  has  set  up  an  "offshore  bank"  in 
the  Montana  wilderness  that  could  become  the  Cayman  Islands  of  the  West. 

The  Blackfeet  Tribe's  bank.  Glacier  International  Depository  Ltd.,  will 
be  based  on  Indian  land  near  Glacier  National  Park. 

Like  offshore  banks  in  places  like  the  Cayman  Islands,  Glacier  is  seeking 
to  hold  or  invest  the  money  of  wealthy  foreigners,  whose  deposits  will  not 
receive  the  same  regulatory  scrutiny  accorded  to  other  banks. 

The  bank  can  operate  outside  state  law  because  of  Indian  sovereignty. 
Glacier  is  part  of  an  ambitious  plan  to  revitalize  the  Blackfeet 's  lagging 
economy,  bank  chairman  Robert  "Smokey"  Doore  said.  In  an  interview  with 
the  Great  Falls  Tribune,  he  said  that  Glacier  will  not  charge  fees  but  will 
instead  try  to  get  customers  to  invest  in  projects  on  the  reservation. 

"Say  John  Doe  from  Paris  has  $20  million  he  wants  to  place.  Maybe  he 
wants  to  invest  $2  million  . . . and  we  can  sell  him  on  a reservation 
project,"  Doore  said. 

So  far,  $2.4  billion  in  deposits  have  been  pledged  to  Glacier,  said  A. 
Dennis  Lambert  of  Carlsbad,  Calif.,  an  officer  of  the  depository. 

Montana  passed  a 1997  law  making  it  the  first  state  to  allow  individuals 
or  corporations  to  set  up  foreign  depositories.  But  no  such  depositories 
yet  exist  under  state  law. 
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Wings  of  America,  an  American  Indian  youth  development  organization,  has 
selected  teams  comprised  of  six  female  runners  and  six  male  runners  to 
compete  at  the  USA  Winter  National  Cross  Country  Championship,  held  in 
Greensboro,  NC,  February  12-13,  2000.  Wings  commends  each  of  the  following 
talented  team  members  for  their  dedication  to  the  sport:  Felicia  Guliford, 
Zia  Pueblo;  Samantha  Spencer,  Navajo;  Martina  Goklishj  White  Mountain 
Apache;  Sheena  Scott,  Navajo;  Virginia  Begay,  Navajo;  Venessa  Chicharello, 
Navajo;  Devan  Lomayaoma,  Hopi;  Heath  Kaline,  Cheyenne;  Ralston  Lamson,  Hopi; 
Isaiah  Good  Luck,  Crow;  Clifford  Grass,  Oglala;  and  C.R.  Davis,  Navajo.  The 
female  alternate  is  Beth  Hooten  Cheyenne-Arapahoe  and  the  male  alternate  is 
Irwin  Touchine,  Navajo. 

Every  year  Wings  sponsors  all-Indian  teams  of  junior  runners,  ages  14-19, 
from  across  the  country  to  national  events.  Wings  runners  have  captured 
eleven  USA  Track  and  Field  junior  titles  since  1988,  an  unprecedented 
accomplishment.  This  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  Wing  runners  to  race 
at  a highly  competitive  level,  often  receiving  national  recognition  and 
athletic  scholarships.  The  USA  Winter  National  Championships  are  the 
qualifiers  for  the  World  Championships  to  be  held  in  Villamouca,  Portugal, 
March  18-19,  2000. 

Wings  runners,  however,  run  for  more  than  a medal.  They  run,  aspiring  to 
better  their  lives  and  their  families.  These  runners  know  all  too  well 
that  American  Indian  youth  face  the  most  desperate  statistical  odds  in 
suicide,  violence,  diabetes,  high  school  dropout,  among  others.  This 
opportunity  provides  a chance  to  enrich  their  understanding  of  overcoming 
obstacles  as  well  as  achieving  their  dreams  through  athletics.  Wings 
runners  are  very  dedicated  young  people,  often  training  on  their  own  during 
this  off-season,  in  addition  to  playing  with  their  high  school  or  college 
freshman  winter  sports.  Aside  from  the  races.  Wings  provides  leadership 
and  team-building  experiences  as  well  as  intercultural  exchange  programs 
during  their  stay.  NIKE,  Inc.,  a primary  sponsor,  donates  cash  support, 
shoes  and  uniforms  to  the  runners.  Each  runner  was  nominated  and  selected 
from  a screening  process. 

In  addition  to  sponsoring  Wings  runners  at  the  national  cross  country 
championships  every  year.  Wings  of  America  hosts  Running  and  Fitness  Comps 
for  Indian  children  in  Indian  communities  across  the  United  States.  Wings 
sponsors  a Leadership  Training  program  for  high  school  and  college  runners, 
enabling  them  to  better  understand  how  they  can  serve  as  role  models  among 
their  Indian  people. 

For  more  information  on  Wings  of  America,  call  (505)982-6761. 
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Northern  Coastal  Labrador  Strategic  Initiative 

Premier  Brian  Tobin,  Ernest  McLean,  Minister  Responsible  for 
Labrador,  and  Torngat  Mountains  MHA  Wally  Andersen  today  announced 
that  the  Government  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  will  provide  $23 
million  over  the  next  three  years  for  a Northern  Coastal  Labrador 
Strategic  Initiative  for  the  five  northern  coastal  Labrador 
communities  of  Nain,  Hopedale,  Rigolet,  Makkovik  and  Postville. 

The  premier  said  that  this  funding  will  be  used  to  improve 
fundamental  infrastructure  within  the  communities,  including  $7.7 
million  for  housing,  $6  million  for  roads,  and  $9  million  for  water 


and  sewer  servicing.  "These  five  communities  have  some  of  the 
greatest  needs  in  the  province/'  said  Premier  Tobin.  "This  initiative 
is  in  keeping  with  our  provincial  Strategic  Social  Plan  and  will 
complement  the  efforts  of  the  Coastal  Labrador  Task  Force." 

"This  much  needed  infrastructure  investment  will  service  existing 
needs  as  well  as  accommodate  future  growth/'  said  Minister  McLean. 

"The  announcement  today  means  a great  deal  to  the  people  of  the  north 
coast  of  Labrador/'  said  Andersen.  "These  initiatives  will  improve 
infrastructure  services  in  the  communities  and  help  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  the  people  who  live  there." 

"The  housing  component  of  the  initiative  will  provide  for  the 
construction  of  new  homes  and  provide  for  major  repairs  on  many 
existing  homes/'  said  Premier  Tobin.  Funding  for  this  strategic 
initiative  will  complement  existing  housing  program  delivery  by 
Torngat  Regional  Housing  Association  and  the  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  Housing  Corporation.  Over  the  next  three  years  $7.7  million 
will  be  spent  on  housing. 

The  premier  also  noted  that  the  roads  in  these  communities  will  be 
upgraded  through  investment  from  the  Department  of  Municipal  and 
Provincial  Affairs  and  the  Department  of  Works,  Services  and 

Transportation . Funding  in  the  amount  of  $6  million  will  be  allocated 
over  the  next  two  years. 

Another  component  of  the  initiative  will  provide  full  water  and  sewer 
servicing  to  existing  homes  and  will  also  provide  servicing  to  allow 
for  new  housing  developments  and  the  growth  and  expansion  of  the  five 
communities.  This  component  of  the  initiative  will  cost  $9  million 
over  three  years  and  will  be  funded  through  the  cost-shared 
federal/provincial  Inuit  Communities  Agreement. 

"The  province  will  also  spend  $280,000  to  build  community  wharves  in 
Hopedale  and  Postville,"  said  Premier  Tobin. 

In  addition  to  these  infrastructure  initiatives,  government  is 
working  with  the  RCMP  to  enhance  the  police  presence  for  Makkovik, 
Postville  and  Rigolet. 

Linder  the  proposal,  detachments  would  be  established  in  Rigolet  and 
Makkovik,  each  staffed  by  one  RCMP  regular  member  and  two  special 
constables.  The  community  of  Postville  would  be  policed  from 
Makkovik.  As  well,  an  RCMP  detachment  would  be  established  in 
Cartwright . 

Premier  Tobin  said  that  government  will  be  partnering  with  the 
Labrador  Inuit  Association,  the  communities  and  other  agencies  in  the 
development  and  delivery  of  these  initiatives. 

"The  province  will  continue  to  work  with  the  Aboriginal  leaders  to 
support  long-term  solutions,  however,  this  is  a process  which  must  be 
directed  from  within  the  communities.  Government  will  not  impose 
solutions,"  said  Premier  Tobin. 

"Government  is  committed  to  negotiating  a final  agreement  on  land 
claims  and  self-government  with  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association,"  said 
the  premier.  "Land  claim  and  self-government  agreements  provide 
Aboriginal  peoples  with  the  tools  necessary  to  control  their  own 
destiny. " 

In  addition  to  the  northern  coastal  Labrador  program,  the  province 
has  committed  funding  in  support  of  projects  throughout  Labrador. 
Premier  Tobin  noted  that  $56  million  from  the  Labrador  Transportation 
Initiative  will  be  spent  in  2000  on  phase  two  of  the  Trans-Labrador 
Highway  for  the  construction  of  a highway  from  Red  Bay  to  Cartwright. 

An  additional  $1.5  million  has  been  allocated  for  the  construction  of 
two  highway  depots  at  the  halfway  points  between  Happy  Valley-Goose 
Bay  and  Churchill  Falls  and  Churchill  Falls  and  Labrador  City. 

Minister  McLean  added  that  the  Department  of  Government  Services  and 
Lands  will  establish  a new  highway  enforcement  officer  position  in 
Labrador.  "The  new  Trans-Labrador  Highway  and  other  highway 
improvement  activities  in  Labrador  have  resulted  in  the  need  for 
increased  enforcement  to  improve  public  safety  and  protect  the  TLH," 
said  the  minister. 

Government  will  also  invest  in  health  care  in  Labrador,  said  the 


premier.  Another  $5.1  million  will  be  spent  this  year  to  complete  the 
$30  million,  28-bed  Melville  Health  Centre  in  Happy  Valley-Goose  Bay. 
The  hospital  is  expected  to  be  open  in  this  summer. 

The  province  is  also  committed  to  funding  of  $500,000  for  the  2003 
Labrador  Winter  Games.  Premier  Tobin  said  ensuring  the  funding  is 
available  now  will  allow  organizers  to  benefit  from  any  interest 
which  may  accrue  in  the  interim. 

"The  Northern  Coastal  Labrador  Strategic  Initiative  is  a crucial 
first  step  in  responding  to  the  very  specific  needs  of  those 
communities,"  said  Premier  Tobin.  "The  northern  coastal  Labrador 
initiative,  and  the  other  initiatives  I have  outlined  today,  reaffirm 
government's  commitment  to  improving  infrastructure  and  other 
programs  for  the  entire  Labrador  region." 

Minister  McLean  applauded  the  announcements.  "Government  recognizes 
that  if  Labrador  is  to  realize  its  full  economic  and  social 
potential,  certain  inf rastructure  needs  must  be  met.  Our  commitments 
today,  both  for  northern  coastal  Labrador  and  for  the  region  as  a 
whole,  go  a long  way  toward  addressing  those  requirements." 

Media  contact:  Heidi  Bonnell,  Office  of  the  Premier,  (709)  729-3564. 
2000  03  22  4:30  p.m. 

"RE : Artifact  Dealers  Searched"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Ian  2000  16:57:36  -0500 
From:  Pat  Morris  <wlfskr@leba . net> 

Sub  j : Artifact  Dealers  Searched 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups.com> 

http: //www. abq journal . com/news/9news01-29-00 . htm 

Saturday,  January  29,  2000 

Artifact  Dealers  Searched 

By  Morgan  Lee 

Journal  Staff  Writer 

As  part  of  a yearlong  undercover  investigation  into  the  trade  of 
Native  American  cultural  objects  and  eagle  feathers,  the  FBI  was 
authorized  earlier  this  month  to  search  a Santa  Fe  Indian  arts  gallery. 

A federal  magistrate  judge  in  Albuquerque  granted  permission  for  a 
search  last  week  at  the  Joshua  Baer  & Co.  gallery,  1161/2  E.  Palace 
Ave . 

In  pursuit  of  a long  list  of  Indian-related  objects,  authorities  also 
obtained  a warrant  to  look  through  the  home  and  pickup  truck  of  a 
Santa  Fe  art  and  memorabilia  dealer. 

An  inventory  of  what  was  recovered  in  the  searches  was  not 
available  Friday  and  no  charges  have  been  filed. 

Gallery  owner  Joshua  Baer  declined  to  comment  Friday  on  details 
of  the  recent  search  of  his  gallery. 

"There's  an  investigation  going  on,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
I've  cooperated  with  various  government  agencies  involved,"  Baer 
said . 

The  investigation  involved  special  agents  from  the  FBI,  National 
Park  Service,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  a Norwegian  environmental  crime  agency,  according  to  the 
search  warrants  and  affidavits  made  public  this  week. 

The  Norwegian  agency's  trilingual  agent  posed  as  a European 
collector,  the  FBI  documents  filed  in  U.S.  District  Court  said. 

At  the  Baer  gallery,  the  documents  say,  authorities  were  in  search 
of  eagle  feathers  wrapped  in  a calico  cloth;  an  eagle  feather 
headdress;  a pair  of  war  god  figures  from  Zia  Pueblo;  and  a Santo 
Domingo  Corn  Dance  fetish  bundle  wrapped  in  eagle  feathers. 

The  house  of  Thomas  Cavaliere  at  123  W.  San  Mateo  Road  and 
Cavaliere's  1999  GMC  pickup  truck  also  were  searched.  Tova  Indritz 
of  Albuquerque,  Cavaliere's  attorney,  said  her  client  sells  Native 
American  art,  contemporary  art  and  crafts  and  Western  memorabilia 
from  his  home. 


"He  is  not  charged  with  anything/'  Indritz  said. 

At  Cavaliere's  home  and  truck,  authorities  sought  a Kachina  doll, 
fetishes  and  gourd  rattles  from  lemez  Pueblo,  objects  from  Santo 
Domingo  Pueblo,  and  "any  object  with  migratory  bird  or  eagle 
feathers,"  the  warrant  said. 

Navajo  Cultural  Specialist  Steven  Begay  of  Window  Rock,  Ariz., 
said  his  tribe  had  been  notified  of  the  FBI  search  and  planned  to  travel 
to  New  Mexico  next  week  to  examine  seized  objects. 

Begay  and  authorities  from  lemez  Pueblo  helped  identify  objects 
that  have  religious  significance,  according  to  the  court  documents. 

The  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  of 
1990  prohibits  the  knowing  sale,  purchase,  transportation  of  Native 
American  ceremonial  or  sacred  religious  objects  and  human  remains. 

Feathers  from  eagles  and  raptors  are  unlawful  to  sell  or  possess 
unless  possessed  before  1962. 

Baer  said  Friday  that  "every  time  I have  been  approached  by 
Native  Americans  regarding  repatriation  of  anything  that's  in  my 
gallery,  I always  repatriated . " 

Baer's  attorney,  Peter  Schoenburg,  said  the  graves  repatriation  act 
"is  extremely  difficult  for  dealers  to  interpret.  It's  a moving  target  of 
what's  criminal  and  what's  not." 

The  search  warrant  for  the  Baer  gallery  was  taken  out  after 
authorities  arranged  to  purchase  from  Baer  a feather  headdress 
valued  at  $75,000  and  Zia  war  gods,  according  to  one  affidavit  filed  in 
federal  court. 

Zia  war  gods  are  regarded  by  Zia  Pueblo  members  as  sacred 
religious  items  and  have  been  returned  to  the  pueblo  by  the  state 
museum  system. 

The  search  warrant  also  said  that  Navajo  prayer  sticks  with  golden 
eagle  feathers  were  shipped  to  an  FBI  special  agent  by  Baer  in  return 
for  a wire  deposit. 

A cultural  officer  at  lemez  Pueblo  previously  had  identified  kachina 
dolls  at  loshua  Baer  & Co.  as  being  items  of  religious  and  cultural 
significance,  according  to  testimony  by  a BIA  special  agent  in  the 
warrant . 

Cavaliere  offered  for  sale  in  March  1999  to  undercover  federal 
agents  a Santo  Domingo  object  that  he  said  was  purchased  from  a 
medicine  man  at  Santo  Domingo  and  used  in  a religious  ceremony, 
according  to  the  FBI  documents. 

Indritz  said,  "The  fact  that  you  buy  something  from  a medicine  man, 
if  it's  pottery  or  whatever  else,  does  not  mean  it  is  a sacred  object," 
she  said. 

The  warrant  for  the  Cavaliere  search  said  lemez  Pueblo  officials 
have  identified  as  cultural  patrimony  several  objects  offered  to 
undercover  agents  by  Cavaliere,  including  a snake  dance  fetish,  lemez 
war  god  kachina  and  gourd  rattles. 

<>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <>  <> 

"Children  have  never  been  very  good  at  listening  to  their  elders,  but  they 
have  never  failed  to  imitate  them." 
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Artifacts  may  be  a threat  to  Indians 


Items  being  returned  could  now  be  poisonous 
By  Sarah  Garrecht  Gassen 
The  Arizona  Daily  Star 

As  museums  return  American  Indian  artifacts  to  tribes  as  directed  by 
federal  law,  their  efforts  to  preserve  the  historic  items  may  be 
presenting  a health  threat  to  the  original  owners. 

The  repatriated  artifacts  may  have  been  treated  with  pesticides  and 
other  poisons,  including  arsenic,  to  preserve  them  and  keep  insects  from 
destroying  objects  the  museums  intended  to  display  behind  glass. 

But  after  the  federal  1990  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act,  important  cultural  items  began  to  be  returned  to  their 
tribes,  often  to  be  included  in  ceremonies  and  handled,  or  kept  in 
people's  homes. 

The  Arizona  State  Museum  is  playing  host  to  a national  conference  on  how 
Indian  tribes  can  deal  with  the  problem. 

The  three-day  conference  has  attracted  cultural  leaders  from  16  of 
Arizona's  21  tribes,  as  well  as  curators  and  conservators  from  museums 
such  as  the  Smithsonian  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  and  the 
Field  Museum  in  Chicago. 

The  conference  coincides  with  the  Arizona  State  Museum's  collection  of 
about  20,000  pots  from  across  the  Southwest  being  designated  an  "official 
project"  of  the  the  Save  Americas  Treasures,  a public-private  partnership 
between  the  White  Flouse  and  the  National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation. 

Museums'  goals  for  the  objects  are  different  from  the  tribes',  said 
Alyce  Sadongei,  the  state  museum's  American  Indian  programs  coordinator. 
Important  cultural  objects  were  kept  in  institutions  "never  to  be  reburied, 
never  to  be  used  again,  preserved  for  perpetuity." 

Leigh  Kuwaniwiswma,  director  of  the  Hopi  Cultural  Preservation  Office, 
related  his  experience  with  repatriation . He  said  the  Hopis  will  be 
calling  for  a halt  to  repatriation  until  the  contamination  issue  is 
settled . 

While  there  are  financial  aspects,  such  as  who  pays  for  testing,  the 
problem  is  also  cultural,  Kuwaniwiswma  said.  For  instance,  spiritual 
leaders  had  to  decide  if  samples  from  three  Kachina  masks  - called  Kachina 
friends  - could  be  cut  away  and  taken  for  testing. 

"We  must  have  a working  relationship  of  science  and  cultural  interests," 
he  said.  "While  they  (sacred  objects)  may  be  of  material  substance,  they 
carry  the  living  essence." 

Testing  found  that  the  Kachina  friends  had  been  contaminated  with 
arsenic  - but  only  after  they  had  already  been  in  the  possession  of 
families  and  stored  alongside  their  corn  supply. 

Education  is  also  key  because  the  tribal  members  in  charge  of 
repatriation  are  not  always  the  religious  leaders  who  decide  how  the 
sacred  items  will  be  used,  Kuwaniwiswma  said. 

Locally,  the  Tohono  O'odham  have  formed  a committee  to  look  at  building 
a museum,  likely  near  Sells.  They're  now  in  the  process  of  gathering 
support  within  the  tribe  to  ask  for  funding  from  the  tribal  legislative 
council . 

Camillus  Lopez,  a legislative  representative  from  the  Gu-achi  district 
and  vice  president  of  the  cultural  preservation  committee,  said  it  is 
vital  that  Tohono  O'odham  objects  come  home. 

"I've  seen  how  objects  are  desecrated  and  honor  is  lost,"  Lopez  said. 

Some  items  have  been  returned  to  the  Tohono  O'odham,  such  as  human 
remains,  and  have  been  reburied. 

The  contamination  issue  is  troubling  because  even  if  remains  or  funerary 
objects  are  reburied,  "someone  has  to  handle  them." 

More  objects,  largely  pots,  are  awaiting  delivery  at  the  Arizona  State 
Museum,  said  tribal  committee  member  Stanley  Cruz. 

"We  don't  have  a place  to  bring  back  the  items,"  Cruz  said,  adding  that 
a museum  might  also  have  a storage  area.  The  issue  of  whether  the  museum 
would  be  built  for  economic  development  - and  open  to  the  general  public  - 
or  for  tribal  cultural  use  hasn't  been  tackled,  he  said. 


Cruz  said  he  only  recently  heard  about  the  possibility  of  contamination. 

"I  don't  really  know  what  the  dangers  are/'  he  said.  "A  lot  tribes  don't 
know  how  museums  preserved  their  objects." 
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Senator  Seeks  to  End  Grants  for  Indian  Tobacco  Stores 
c.  NY  Times 
March  6,  2000 

WASHINGTON,  March  5 --  The  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
has  spent  $4.2  million  to  subsidize  the  construction  of  at  least  six 
discount  cigarette  stores  on  Indian  reservations  since  1996,  raising 
criticism  from  a Republican  senator  and  an  anti-tobacco  group. 

The  stores,  called  smoke  shops,  sell  tax-free  cigarettes  and  other 
tobacco  products  at  discount  prices,  an  arrangement  the  critics  say  the 
government  should  not  subsidize. 

Senator  Christopher  S.  Bond,  Republican  of  Missouri,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  Senate  subcommittee  that  oversees  financing  for  HUD,  has  called  for 
the  agency  to  end  grants  for  the  stores. 

The  grants  are  part  of  the  Indian  Community  Development  Block  Grant 
program,  established  in  1977,  which  sets  aside  1 percent  of  the  annual 
appropriation  for  urban  development  grants  to  the  states  to  support 
development  projects  on  reservations. 

Mr.  Bond's  office  said  it  found  that  the  agency  had  paid  for  the 
construction  of  six  of  the  stores  in  Nevada  and  Oklahoma.  The  agency  said 
the  grants  are  given  to  help  with  construction,  land  acquisition  and  the 
like,  without  regard  to  the  kind  of  business.  In  a letter  to  Mr.  Bond  in 
February,  Hal  C.  DeCell  III,  an  assistant  secretary  at  the  agency,  said 
the  agency  opposed  cutting  off  the  money,  which  he  called  important  to 
economic  development. 

"We  believe  there  are  serious  policy,  programmatic  and  legal  constraints 
against  such  an  action,"  Mr.  DeCell  said  in  the  letter. 

A spokesman  for  the  agency,  David  Egner,  said  in  an  interview  that  it 
does  not  have  the  authority  to  ban  legal  products  that  are  sold  in  the 
facilities  chosen  for  the  grants.  "Federal  block  grant  programs  are 
designed  to  give  local  governments,  not  Washington,  control  over  how  to 
best  spend  federal  funds,"  he  said. 

But  critics  of  the  program  said  it  was  well  within  the  agency's 
authority  to  refuse  money  for  the  stores. 

"It  was  my  hope  that  HUD  would  know  the  difference  between  right  and 
wrong  and  voluntarily  end  its  funding  of  high  volume  sales  and  discount 
cigarettes,"  Mr.  Bond  said  in  a statement  released  by  his  office.  "It  now 
appears  we  may  need  to  legislate  a common  sense  solution  for  HUD."  In  a 
letter  to  the  White  House  calling  for  an  end  to  grants  for  the  stores,  the 
president  of  the  Campaign  for  Tobacco-Free  Kids,  Matthew  L.  Myers,  said, 
"There  is  a massive  difference  between  not  banning  cigarette  sales  and 
actively  encouraging  them." 

Mr.  Egner,  the  agency  spokesman,  said,  "If  Congress  takes  action  in  our 
budget,  and  restricts  us  from  doing  this  funding  then  we  would  obey  that 
restriction . " 

But  that  would  provoke  opposition  from  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians,  a group  that  represents  hundreds  of  tribes  and  favors  the  program. 

A spokesman  for  the  group,  Ron  Allen,  said,  "We  will  do  two  things,  we 
will  make  it  very  clear  to  the  White  House  that  in  no  way  should  they  sign 
off  on  a bill  that  has  that  kind  of  discrimination  measure  in  it."  "The 
next  thing  we'll  do  is  go  to  the  Hill,  because  we  have  a lot  of  friends 
there,  and  we'll  get  our  friends  to  make  this  as  controversial  as 


possible/'  Mr.  Allen  said. 
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Lawyer  defends  tribal  grants 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
1/25/00 

A U.S.  senator's  call  for  an  end  to  grants  to  American  Indian  smoke  shops 
are  off  target,  an  Oklahoma  attorney  who  represents  Indian  interests  said 
Monday. 

Since  1997,  the  Department  of  Flousing  and  Urban  Development  has  doled  out 
$4.2  million  in  grants  for  construction  of  five  Oklahoma  convenience  stores 
and  one  Nevada  smoke  shop  run  by  tribes  that  can  offer  discounted 
cigarettes  because  of  their  tax-free  status. 

Sen.  Christopher  Bond,  R-Mo.,  the  chairman  of  the  Appropriations 
Committee's  subcommittee  that  controls  HUD's  budget,  sent  a letter  Monday 
to  HUD  Secretary  Andrew  Cuomo  demanding  the  agency  end  the  practice. 

HUD's  decision  to  finance  construction  of  these  smoke  shops  for  the  sale 
of  discounted  cigarettes  is  completely  at  odds  with  efforts  to  discourage 
teen  smoking,"  Bond  wrote.  "HUD  has  the  power  to  choose  not  to  fund  discount 
cigarette  retail  outlets." 

But  Ada  lawyer  less  Green,  who  has  represented  dozens  of  Indian  tribes 
inside  and  outside  of  Oklahoma,  said  Bond's  proposal  misses  the  point. 

Green  said  the  Senate  report  misses  the  point  because  the  tobacco  sales 
largely  come  from  tribal  convenience  stores  and  not  smokeshops  solely  in 
the  cigarette  business. 

He  also  said  the  report  ignores  the  fact  that  tribal  convenience  stores 
provide  jobs,  taking  American  Indians  off  welfare. 

Tribal  convenience  stores,  he  said,  have  benefited  from  the  federal 
funding. 

Green  said  the  federal  government  has  made  grants  available  to  Indian 
tribes  to  advance  their  economic  development,  "which  includes  in  the  sale 
of  tobacco. " 

In  Oklahoma,  Green  said,  tobacco  is  sold  with  tribal  and  state  taxes 
pursuant  to  an  agreement  entered  into  through  compacts  negotiated  with  the 
state . 

Tribal  convenience  stores,  including  smokeshops,  "sell  a wide  range  of 
items  just  like  any  other  convenience  store  in  an  effort  to  provide  jobs 
for  tribal  members,"  he  said. 

The  tribes,  he  said,  apply  for  the  smokeshop  economic  development  monies 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  apply  for  other  grants. 

The  monies  from  the  federal  grants,  he  said,  go  for  the  same  purpose  -- 
"the  health  and  welfare  of  tribal  people." 

The  dollars  earned  by  those  with  employment  in  tribal  convenience  stores 
and  smokeshops,  he  said,  go  back  into  the  local  communities. 

"For  every  dollar  Indian  tribes  make  and  put  back  into  assistance  for  our 
citizens,  this  is  a dollar  less  we  are  dependent  on  the  federal  or  state 
government,"  said  Choctaw  Chief  Gregory  E Pyle,  whose  tribe  received  grants 
of  $750,000  apiece  for  stores  in  Ada  and  Broken  Bow. 

HUD  spokesman  David  Egner  said  HUD  has  no  legal  authority  to  ban  sales  of 
tobacco  products  in  stores  that  get  federal  funds. 
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Was  it  war? 

By  Dan  Buettner 
c.  CNN 
3/15/2 000 

Throughout  time,  wars  have  helped  bring  down  civilizations.  Wars  helped 
destroy  the  ancient  Maya  civilization,  the  Civil  War  almost  tore  America 
apart  and  the  war  in  the  Balkans  has  left  Serbia,  Bosnia  and  Croatia  in 
ruins . 

If  you  ask  me,  war  helped  do  in  the  ancient  Anasazi  too  --  in  a very 
brutal  way. 

One  theory  goes  like  this:  Around  the  year  900,  a group  of  elite  rulers 
in  Chaco  Canyon  began  using  terror  to  take  control  over  Anasazi  farming 
communities  in  the  surrounding  areas.  Communities  who  agreed  to  pay 
tribute  to  Chaco  Canyon  were  left  alone  and  those  that  rebelled  were 
punished.  These  elite  rulers  organized  raids,  killing  dozens  of  people  at 
a time  and,  in  many  cases,  ate  their  victims  as  a way  to  really  horrify 
the  survivors  into  obedience.  Their  goal  was  to  maintain  absolute  control 
over  the  surrounding  population. 

As  proof,  Christy  Turner  II,  from  the  University  of  New  Mexico,  studied 
skeletal  remains  from  76  sites  throughout  the  Anasazi  realm  (which  was 
centered  in  Chaco  Canyon)  and  found  what  he  thinks  is  evidence  of 
cannibalism  in  286  individuals  at  38  sites. 

For  example,  some  bones  showed  marks  indicating  that  the  meat  was  cut 
off  in  the  same  way  you  might  cut  meat  off  a deer.  Leg  and  arm  bones  were 
broken  to  remove  the  rich  marrow.  And  as  Turner  writes  in  a recent 
Discovering  Archaeology  article,  "Decapitated  heads  were  broiled  face  up 
on  coals  then  smashed  open,  apparently  to  extract  the  cooked  brain." 

This  "reign  of  terror"  might  help  explain  how  rulers  were  able  to  find 
enough  workers  to  build  the  awesome  Great  Flouses  in  Chaco,  which  required 
a total  of  200,000  logs  to  build. 

Even  more  to  the  point,  it  might  explain  two  dazzling  burials  found 
there.  In  each  one,  a 6-foot  skeleton  lay  surrounded  by  treasure, 
including  turquoise,  shells  from  the  California  coast  and  macaw  feathers. 
This  treasure  indicates  that  these  men  were  probably  rulers.  The  fact  that 
each  of  them  had  their  heads  bashed  in  suggested  they  died  a violent  death 
Was  this  the  result  of  a revolt?  An  invasion?  Or  was  it  some  other  cause 
for  war? 

To  find  evidence  for  warfare  we  convinced  archaeologist  Tom  Windes  to 
spend  a day  with  us  in  Chaco  Canyon.  Tom  is  a National  Park  Service 
archaeologist  who  wears  floppy  hats,  wrap-around  sunglasses  and  a 
government  issue  uniform.  In  nearly  30  years  of  studying  Chaco  he's 
developed  a charming  and  offbeat  sense  of  humor.  He  says  things  like, 

"For  cripes  sakes!" 

He  led  us  on  a winding  path  straight  up  a cliff  to  the  top  of  the  mesa 
overlooking  Chaco  Canyon  to  a site  he  excavated  called  Pueblo  Alto.  We 
squeezed  between  rock  slabs,  scrambled  over  sandstone  slabs  and  eventually 
reached  a grassy  hilltop  that  felt  like  the  center  of  the  Anasazi  world. 

In  all  directions,  you  could  see  sacred  mountains,  majestic  buttes  and 
prehistoric  roads. 

"There's  nothing  fat  in  the  whole  plateau,"  Tom  remarked,  panning  his 
hand  across  the  dry,  thorny  terrain.  "The  people  here  were  hungry  all  the 
time. " 

"Is  that  why  they  left?"  I asked. 

"Come  on  ...  these  Anasazi  were  a lot  smarter  than  we  give  them  credit 
for,"  he  replied.  "They  had  1,000  years  to  figure  out  how  to  survive  here. 

"Was  it  warfare?" 

"Oh  lordy,  here  we  go,"  he  replied  out  of  the  side  of  his  mouth.  He  made 
it  clear  to  me  that  he  didn't  think  war  played  much  of  a factor  in  the 
abandonment  of  Chaco.  "I'm  a big  believer  in  the  environment." 


"Okay/'  I continued.  "If  you  were  talking  to  12-year-olds  and  they  asked 
what  clues  you've  gathered  over  the  past  30  years  that  help  explain  why 
the  Anasazi  abandoned  this  place,  what  would  you  say?" 

"First,  I'd  say  it  was  drought.  Between  1130  and  1170  they  suffered  the 
worst  drought  here  in  a thousand  years." 

"Second,  I'd  say  it  doesn't  take  many  people  to  impact  the  environment. 
We  found  one  prehistoric  garbage  dump  with  over  100,000  broken  ceramic 
vessels  in  it.  We  know  there  were  a lot  of  people  who  all  needed  wood  for 
heat,  cooking  and  firing  pottery.  It  doesn't  take  long  before  the  trees 
are  all  gone. 

"Third,  social  organization.  They  were  geared  up  here.  We're  dealing 
with  widespread  communities  with  tight  communications.  The  leaders  were 
responsible  for  feeding  and  caring  for  lots  of  people.  It's  a situation 
that  is  very  susceptible  to  rough  conditions." 

He  stopped  there.  But  I wasn't  satisfied.  I wanted  more  information  on 
warfare.  I asked  him  about  the  two  burials. 

"Those  two  guys  were  obviously  powerful.  Maybe  they  had  too  much  social 
control  and  when  times  got  rough,  the  people  took  it  as  a sign  from  the 
gods  that  these  guys  had  too  much  control  and  were  abusing  it.  Maybe  they 
knocked  them  off.  Maybe  an  invading  army  knocked  them  off.  I don't  really 
know. " 

"Okay,  might  we  at  least  say  that  this  is  the  fourth  clue  for  the 
abandonment?"  I asked,  hoping  that  he'd  tacitly  admit  that  warfare  might 
have  played  into  the  mystery. 

"We  can  say  that . " 

Pedals  up! 
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43  percent  of  tribal  voters  cast  ballots  in  referendum  issue 
By  Patrice  Sawyer 
Clarion-Ledger  Staff  Writer 
Thursday,  March  9,  2000 

Members  of  the  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaws  voted  to  support  the  tribal 
council's  decision  to  build  a second  casino. 

Tribal  spokeswoman  Creda  Stewart  said  more  than  43  percent  of  the  3,800 
registered  voters  cast  their  ballots  Tuesday.  Preliminary  results 
showed  1,007  voters  --  almost  60  percent  of  those  voting  --  chose  to 
support  the  construction  of  the  tentatively  titled  Golden  Moon  casino 
and  hotel,  and  681  voted  to  strike  down  the  council's  resolution. 

"It  was  a very  good  turnout,"  Stewart  said.  "Obviously  the  people  want 
to  keep  growing. " 

Final  results  by  Choctaw  communities  were  being  counted  Wednesday. 

Connie  Sampsell,  executive  director  of  the  Philadelphia-Neshoba  County 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  said  she  is  excited  about  the  planned  $288  million 
facility. 

Golden  Moon,  which  will  be  across  from  the  Choctaw-owned  and  operated 
Silver  Star  Resort  and  Casino,  will  feature  90,000  square  feet  of 
gambling  space,  a 600-room  hotel  and  an  80-foot-diameter  golden  globe 
restaurant  atop  the  building. 

"We  don't  look  for  industry  anymore  because  the  people  can  work  if  they 
want  to,"  Sampsell  said  joyfully.  "It's  just  a lot  of  things  to  do 
first.  We  have  a lot  of  infrastructure  improvements  to  make." 

Tribal  Chief  Phillip  Martin  was  traveling  Wednesday  and  couldn't  be 
reached  for  comment.  He  has  said  the  project  will  be  completed  over  the 
next  four  years. 

The  tribal  council  approved  a second  casino  by  a vote  of  10-6  on  Sept. 
23,  but  a petition  signed  by  almost  1,200  tribal  members  forced  a 
referendum  on  the  issue. 


Stewart  said  the  tribe  worked  hard  to  educate  people  about  the  wording 
of  the  referendum  because  it  could  be  confusing. 

The  "No"  vote  meant  a go-ahead  with  plans  to  construct  a new  casino  and 
hotel . 

"The  referendum  was  about  overturning  the  vote  of  the  tribal  council. 

The  reason  you  voted  no  meant  you  did  not  want  to  overturn  the  tribal 
council/'  she  said. 

Silver  Star,  the  state's  only  land-based  casino,  has  been  expanded  three 
times  since  it  opened  in  1994.  The  Choctaws'  casino  isn't  regulated  by 
the  state  because  it  falls  under  the  federal  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory 
Act . 

With  a second  land-based  casino  on  the  horizon.  Curt  Follmer,  general 
manager  of  Rainbow  Casino  in  Vicksburg,  said  he  isn't  too  worried  about 
losing  customers  from  the  Dackson  market.  It's  about  a 75-minute  drive 
to  Philadelphia  from  lackson. 

"I  think  it'll  have  a little  impact.  I don't  [know]  how  significant  it 
will  be.  I think  we're  still  more  convenient  to  get  to,"  Follmer  said. 
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Indian  Gambling  Looms  in  California 
Filed  at  5:56  a.m.  EST 
By  The  Associated  Press 

LOS  ANGELES  (AP)  --  Sunny  images  of  schoolchildren,  homes  and  a health 
clinic  flash  across  the  TV  screen  as  a solemn  tribal  leader  asks  voters  to 
give  Indian  gambling  a thumbs-up  one  more  time. 

lobs  and  other  benefits  will  be  lost,  he  warns,  if  a constitutional 
amendment  making  Indian  gambling  legal  isn't  approved  on  March  7. 

His  grave  tone  belies  an  anticlimactic  end  to  the  state's  battle  over 
Indian  gambling.  In  1998,  the  two  sides  spent  $88  million,  the  nation's  most 
expensive  campaign. 

This  time,  the  initiative  has  barely  cracked  $20  million.  The  tribes  are 
expected  to  emerge  victorious  with  rights  to  form  possibly  the  most 
lucrative  gambling  market  in  the  country. 

The  ballot  measure  will  make  California  "one  of  the  largest  gambling 
states,  if  not  the  largest,"  said  Bill  Eadington,  director  of  the  Institute 
for  the  Study  of  Gambling  and  Commercial  Gaming  in  Reno,  Nev. 

"For  all  practical  purposes,  they  will  be  comparable  to  Nevada  casinos, 
with  the  exception  of  Las  Vegas,"  he  said. 

Approval  of  the  ballot  measure.  Proposition  1A,  authorizes  the  governor  to 
negotiate  gambling  compacts  with  federally  recognized  tribes  to  run  slot 
machines  and  card  games  on  California  Indian  reservations.  Unlike  a change 
in  law  voters  approved  in  1998  that  was  struck  down  as  unconstitutional,  the 
new  version  will  actually  amend  the  state  Constitution. 

Compacts  have  already  been  signed  with  57  of  the  state's  more  than  100 
tribes  and  are  expected  to  go  into  effect  if  the  measure  passes.  Last  year, 
one  tribe  joined  forces  with  a Las  Vegas  gambling  company  to  begin  building 
a $90  million  casino  near  San  Diego. 

Palm  Springs,  the  popular  tourist  destination  known  for  its  warm,  dry 
weather  and  ritzy  resorts,  is  expected  to  become  the  state's  gambling 
capital  as  tribes  there  renovate  and  expand  existing  facilities. 

According  to  Davis,  the  gambling  compacts  would  allow  43,000  slot 
machines,  more  than  double  the  current  20,000.  Legislative  analysts  said 
the  number  could  rise  to  113,000. 

Nevada  casinos,  which  spent  $25.7  million  fighting  the  1998  initiative 
for  fear  of  the  competition,  have  200,000  slot  machines  by  comparison. 

The  out-of-state  gambling  interests  have  been  remarkably  quiet  this  time. 
So  have  labor  unions,  which  fought  the  tribes  for  the  right  to  organize 
workers  at  tribal  casinos. 


Under  the  Davis  compacts,  labor  unions  will  have  access  to  tribal  casinos. 
Nevada  casinos  have  tried  to  cut  their  losses.  Rather  than  campaigning 
against  competition,  Mandalay  Bay  and  other  casinos  are  exploring  the  option 
of  joining  forces  with  tribes  to  run  their  casinos. 

The  tribes  aren't  taking  anything  for  granted. 

California  Indians  have  run  a series  of  slick  TV  ads  using  part  of  the 
$20.7  million  in  loans  and  contributions  they  have  received. 

"The  tribes  can't  afford  to  be  complacent,"  said  Waltona  Manion, 
spokeswoman  for  the  Yes  on  Prop  1A  campaign.  If  the  measure  fails,  tribes 
will  face  economic  devastation  and  California  taxpayers  will  suffer  because 
of  the  loss  of  tribal  jobs,  she  said. 

Opponents  have  raised  just  $44,207,  with  half  of  that  money  coming  from 
in-kind  donations.  The  loose  group  of  anti-gambling  advocates  and  church 
groups  doesn't  have  enough  money  to  pay  for  TV  or  radio  ads. 

They  warn  that  casinos  will  cost  government  money  in  law  enforcement  and 
support  to  gambling  addicts.  State  Assemblyman  Bruce  Thompson,  a Republican 
from  Fallbrook,  is  urging  voters  to  keep  "the  Golden  State  from  becoming 
the  casino  state." 

He  was  one  of  only  four  legislators  to  vote  against  the  compacts. 

Analysts  predict  Indian  gambling  could  bring  the  tribes  nearly  $5  billion 
a year  --  more  than  three  times  the  current  $1.5  billion. 

"I  think  it  is  the  most  radical  change  in  the  public  policy  of  this  state 
in  100  years,"  said  I.  Nelson  Rose,  a gambling  expert  and  law  professor  at 
Whittier  College.  "We  have  had  a policy  of  complete  prohibition.  Now  we  are 
switching  to  a policy  of  not  just  permission,  but  endorsement  and 
promotion . " 


"RE : Battle  Over  Development  at  Indian  Site  Ends"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Mar  2000  14:33:03  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Battle  over  development  at  Indian  site  ends 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Battle  over  development  at  Indian  site  ends 

SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Calif.  (AP)  --  An  Ohlone  Indian  site  eyed  for 
decades  by  developers  will  be  protected  under  the  terms  of  an  agreement 
reached  this  week. 

The  Indian  shell  mound  at  the  base  of  San  Bruno  Mountain  was  the  subject 
of  the  pact,  reached  among  environmentalists,  American  Indians,  the 
property  owner  and  the  city  of  South  San  Francisco. 

The  mound  and  a 25-acre  preserve  that  is  also  habitat  for  an  endangered 
butterfly  may  be  added  at  some  point  to  nearby  San  Bruno  Mountain  State 
and  County  Park,  officials  said. 

The  site,  just  off  Highway  101  near  San  Francisco  International  Airport, 
was  zoned  for  development  and  several  times  was  close  to  being  leveled  for 
housing. 

But  environmentalists  protested  development  plans  and  filed  lawsuits  in 
an  effort  to  block  construction. 

When  a new  developer  took  possession  last  year,  the  San  Bruno  Mountain 
Watch  took  him  for  a hike  in  the  protected  valley  where  Ohlones  once 
landed  dugout  canoes. 

"It  moved  me,"  said  lack  Myers,  president  of  Myers  Development  Co.  of 
San  Francisco.  "I  was  taken  aback  by  how  unique  and  how  profoundly 
important  this  property  was.  I was  really  excited  to  find  a way  to  come 
to  this  kind  of  solution." 

"It's  a place  the  Indian  people  used  in  a gentle  way  for  thousands  of 
years,"  said  David  Schooley,  who  made  saving  San  Bruno  Mountain  his  life's 
work. 

In  exchange  for  preserving  the  mound  and  the  valley,  Schooley 's 
organization  agreed  to  drop  opposition  to  nearby  residential  and 
commercial  development.  Myers  is  scheduled  to  break  ground  this  spring  on 
The  Woods,  135  single-family  homes  on  the  south  slope  of  the  mountain. 


The  company  is  beginning  the  planning  process  for  business  and  apartment 
towers  south  of  the  preserve. 

"RE : Eugene  Bear  Lincoln  Arrested  Again"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Mar  2000  13:05:59  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln  arrested  again 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln  arrested  again 

UKIAH,  Calif.  (AP)  --  Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln,  acquitted  three  years  ago  for 
the  killing  of  a sheriff's  deputy,  allegedly  fired  several  rounds  of  gunfire 
into  two  homes  on  an  Indian  reservation,  narrowly  missing  a young  girl  who 
was  sleeping,  authorities  said. 

Lincoln  was  being  held  on  $100,000  bail  on  three  felony  counts  connected 
with  the  shooting  early  Tuesday  morning,  including  possession  of  a weapon  by 
a felon  and  endangering  a child. 

Witnesses  identified  Lincoln  as  the  alleged  gunman  in  the  attack  on  two 
homes  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation,  according  to  the  Mendocino 
County  Sheriff's  Department. 

No  one  was  injured,  but  a bullet  shattered  a window  above  a sleeping  girl. 
The  motive  for  the  shootings  was  not  known. 

Lincoln  was  convicted  in  1979  and  sent  to  state  prison  for  severely 
beating  a two-year-old  child  on  the  reservation. 

Fie  was  accused  in  the  1995  shoot-out  that  left  a sheriff's  deputy  and 
another  man  dead.  He  was  acquitted  by  a jury  in  1997. 

"RE;  Peltier  Receives  Long  Awaited  Treatment"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Mar  2000  18:50:19  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Press  Release,  Peltier  Receives  Long  Awaited  Treatment 
Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

Here  is  a press  release  which  you  can  forward  to  your  local  media.  You 
will  notice  that  the  surgery  was  performed  yesterday,  not  today  as  we  had 
misunderstood  before.  Attorneys  will  be  visiting  Peltier  in  person  as  soon 
as  possible.  Again,  we  thank  you  for  your  quick  responses  regarding  the 
transfer.  There  is  no  reason  to  call  Rochester,  the  BOP  or  Leavenworth  any 
more  and  continued  calls  could  have  an  adverse  effect  on  Leonard  so  we  do 
request  that  no  more  calls  be  made  at  this  point.  Thanks  again  for  making 
Leonard's  transfer  a reality. 

In  solidarity. 

The  LPDC 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

March  22,  2000 
Contact : 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
Co-coordinator,  Gina  Chiala 
785-842-5774 

Leonard  Peltier  Receives  Long  Awaited  Medical  Treatment 

Native  American  activist,  Leonard  Peltier,  underwent  surgery  yesterday  by 
a Maxillofacial  expert  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minnesota.  Dr.  E.E. 
Keller  performed  a five  hour  surgery  on  Peltier  who  had  been  suffering  for 
the  last  four  years  from  a severe  condition  which  caused  his  jaw  to  be 
frozen  open  13  millimeters.  X-rays  taken  on  Monday,  March  20  showed  that 
Leonard  Peltier  suffered  from  ankylosis  on  both  sides  of  his  mandible, 
meaning  that  his  jaw  was  completely  frozen  and  immobile,  according  to 
Keller.  Keller  reported  today  that  the  surgery  went  smoothly  and  Peltier's 


jaw  has  been  returned  to  normal.  He  reported  that  Peltier  is  happy  and 
recovering  comfortably. 

Leonard  Peltier  was  suddenly  transferred  from  Leavenworth  Federal 
Penitentiary  to  the  Rochester  Medical  Facility  on  Monday,  March  20.  Peltier 
nor  his  attorneys  knew  that  the  transfer  would  take  place.  Prison 
authorities  have  denied  Peltier's  attorneys  access  to  Peltier  by  phone  or 
visit  thus  far.  Until  today,  they  were  given  no  information  by  the  Bureau 
of  Prisons  about  Peltier's  current  situation. 

Peltier  contracted  tetanus  as  a child  which  caused  him  to  have  long 
lasting  problems  with  his  jaw.  However,  two  surgeries  performed  at  the 
Federal  Springfield  Medical  Facility  in  1996  far  worsened  his  condition  and 
resulted  in  ankylosis.  During  his  stay  at  Springfield,  Peltier  was  housed 
in  "the  hole"  or  solitary  confinement  to  recover.  Dr.  Keller  had  written  to 
the  warden  at  Leavenworth  in  1997,  offering  to  treat  Peltier  but  prison 
officials  insisted  he  undergo  a third  surgery  at  Springfield  instead. 

Peltier  refused.  Since  then,  members  of  Congress,  United  Nations  officials, 
human  rights  organizations  and  hundreds  of  concerned  supporters  have  been 
writing  to  prison  officials  to  urge  them  to  transfer  Peltier  to  the  Mayo 
Clinic.  For  a year  prison  officials  have  been  responding  to  such  requests 
by  reporting  Peltier's  condition  to  be  "stable"  and  not  "warranting" 
treatment.  (Letters  from  prison  officials  available  upon  request). 

Leonard  Peltier,  considered  by  Amnesty  International  to  be  a political 
prisoner  who  should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  released,  was 
convicted  in  1977  for  the  murders  of  two  FBI  agents.  After  being  faced  with 
formerly  withheld  evidence  on  appeal  casting  serious  doubt  on  Mr.  Peltier's 
guilt,  the  prosecution  admitted  that  it  could  not  prove  who  actually  shot 
the  agents  or  what  participation  Mr.  Peltier  may  have  had  in  their  deaths. 
Peltier  will  be  reviewed  for  parole  on  Dune  12,  2000. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Call  from  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Mar  2000  19:26:15  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Call  from  Leonard  Peltier 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

We  just  received  a call  from  Leonard.  He  is  doing  very  well,  although  he 
is  in  a lot  of  pain,  his  face  is  swollen  and  he  is  still  weak.  He  says  the 
Doctors  and  the  medical  facility  staff  were  all  very  professional  and  they 
treated  him  well.  He  says  the  Rochester  Facility  is  clean.  He  hopes  to 
return  to  Leavenworth  soon  because  he  has  to  remain  in  his  cell  and  cannot 
get  out  to  walk  much,  but  he  does  not  know  when  he  will  be  transferred  back. 
He  sends  his  love  and  thanks  to  everyone.  He  wants  us  to  thank  the  warden 
at  Rochester  for  treating  him  well.  He  especially  appreciates  Dr.  Keller's 
help. 

If  you  want  to  send  the  Rochester  Facility  and  Scott  Wolfson  at  the  BOP 
a thank  you  note  for  ensuring  Leonard's  safety  and  well  being  then  here  are 
their  addresses,  but  please  don't  thank  them  by  phone!  (Ha  Ha) 

Rochester  Medical  Facility 

Constance  Reese,  Warden 

Michael  Eichenlaub,  Executive  Assistant 

PO  Box  4000 

Rochester,  MN  55906 


Bureau  Of  Prisons 
C/O  Scott  Wolfson 
320  First  St.  NW 
Washington  DC  20534 

In  Solidarity, 

LPDC 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  lustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

- "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  27  March  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub  j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Date:  Mon,  27  Mar  2000  19:29:57  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Valerie  Scott  <naps_ca@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Native  Prisoners  at  Fort  Dodge 

Greetings  Gary, 

Would  you  please  post  the  following  in  this  week's  WI. 

A few  weeks  ago,  AIRR/NAPS  placed  a request  for  assistance  regarding  the 
prisoners  at  Fort  Dodge  Correctional  Center,  Iowa,  who  wished  to  have 
weekly  sweat  lodges.  The  Deputy  Warden,  Mr.  lerry  Burt,  kindly  agreed  to 
delay  his  decision  regarding  the  prisoners'  appeal,  while  we  tried  to 
gather  information  from  Native  groups/individuals  concerning  the 
significance  of  the  sweat  lodge  and  its  frequency. 

I received  word  from  Mr.  Burt  today,  that  the  Warden  has  agreed  to  allow 
the  prisoners  weekly  sweats,  starting  this  week,  as  a result  of  the  input 
he  received. 

On  behalf  of  AIRR/NAPS  and  the  prisoners,  I wish  to  thank  all  of  you  who 
responded  to  our  appeal  for  assistance.  Although  we  still  have  a few  minor 
issues  to  resolve,  this  step  is  definitely  in  the  right  direction.  I would 
also  like  to  thank  Mr.  Burt,  for  his  patience  and  assistance  in  this 
matter,  and  for  demonstrating  his  willingness  to  learn  about  Native 
culture. 

Sincerely, 

Valerie  Scott 
Official  Spokesperson 


Sister  Organizations: 

NAPS  (Native  American  Prisoner  Support) 
http: //www. hri .c a/partners/ naps/ 

AIRR  (American  Indian  Religious  Rights  Foundation) 


http://www.ainnfoundation.org 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Date:  Mon,  20  Mar  2000  18:26:17  -0800 
From:  Lona  <kikipuppy@MINDSPRING.COM> 

Sub  j : Leonards  New  Address 

Hey  all, 

Leonard  was  moved  today  at  10:00  am.  He  was  moved  to  Rochester  Medical 
Center.  This  move  puts  him  within  miles  of  the  Mayo  Clinic.  I am  sure 
that  we  all  wish  him  and  easy  and  speedy  recovery. 

His  new  temporary  address  is: 

LEONARD  PELTIER,  #89637-132 
ROCHESTER  MEDICAL  CENTER 
PO  BOX  4000 
ROCHESTER  MN  55906 

Have  a good  day  and  please  pass  this  around.  All  the  work  and  support 
that  went  into  getting  Leonard  to  a hospital  facility  to  get  his  jaw 
problem  fixed  is  greatly  appreciated. 

L~n~R,  Sue  Morales 
NWLPSN  & NWAIM 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : Anna  Mae's  Birthday"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Mar  2000  14:04:18  -0800 

From:  "Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe"  <bbmicmac@sedona . net> 

Sub j : 27  Mar  2000  (Anna  Mae's  Birthday) 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Today,  Anna  Mae  would  have  been  55  years  old. 

Over  the  last  ten  years  I have  continued  to  think  of  our  loss  and  our 
nation's  loss.  When  I say  nation's  loss,  I mean  not  only  the  Mi ' kmaq  Nation, 
but  I also  mean  the  United  States,  Canada  and  yes,  even  the  world.  She  was 
way  ahead  of  her  time  and  in  life  and  death  she  gave  us  a responsibility, 
not  only  to  native  people,  but  to  all  people.  We  must  not  only  learn  and 
live  our  traditional  and  cultural  ways,  but  we  must  learn  to  hold  onto  them 
and  move  forward.  To  survive  in  this  world  we  must  become  educated,  we  have 
to  take  part  in  the  political  forum  and  we  must  make  our  children  and  elders 
a priority,  as  well  as  our  land  and  water  must  be  a priority.  We  must  learn 
to  look  at  truth  as  a way  of  life  and  make  a stand  for  the  right  things,  and 
to  be  an  example  to  all.  We  as  a people  can  not  continue  to  sell  out,  simple 
as  walking  the  talk. 

Today  was  somewhat  different  in  how  I looked  at  my  own  life,  things  that 


may  not  have  even  happened  if  it  had  not  been  for  Anna  Mae.  In  Anna  Mae,  I 
found  that  much  needed  mission.  It  became  much  more  than  just  the  mission, 
it  became  my  awareness  of  my  own  family,  the  Mi'kmaq  Nation  and  my  roots. 

I look  at  Debbie,  Denise  and  their  families  , I look  at  Shannon  and  her 
Mother,  Dolores,  Becky  and  Mary  and  the  friends  we  have  made  along  the  way. 
I look  at  these  as  major  gifts. 

I ask  that  you  take  a moment  of  silence  and  prayer  in  remembrance  of  her 
work  and  her  birthday.  We  have  created  a special  page  on  her  behalf  at 
http: //hometown . aol . com/Apictou/pictou- brans combe . html 

In  the  Spirit  of  Anna  Mae, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Mar  2000  23:08:21  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - March  9,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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The  sorrow  that  nobody  mentions. 

The  sorrow  no  one  may  share. 

Is  the  sorrow  the  dear  Lord  giveth 
His  sweetest,  tenderest  care. 

He  knows  where  the  hurt  is  deepest. 
The  tears  of  night  and  of  day. 

And  wispering  softly,  "I  love  you," 
Brushes  the  teardrops  away. 
-Selected . 


FOR  OUR  VISITORS. 


Questions  that  our  Students  Should  be  Able  to  Answer  Intelligently. 

How  many  pupils  do  you  carry? 

1002  - 568  boys  and  434  girls. 

Where  are  they  all? 

We  have  731  on  the  grounds;  271  are  living  in  families,  and  attending 
public  schools. 

Why  is  that? 

They  go  out  to  gain  the  practical  experiences  of  life.  Carlisle 
believes  in  learning  to  swim  by  swimming. 

But  do  you  not  teach  industries  at  the  school,  and  what  is  the 
necessity  for  your  pupils  going  outside  to  learn  to  work? 

We  do  teach  industries  here,  but  no  institution  has  the  means  to 
teach  economy  and  thrift  such  as  may  be  gained  through  becoming  a part 
of  a good  family.  Our  boys  and  girls  enter  the  families  of  well-to-do 
Pennsylvania,  New  lersey,  Delaware  and  Maryland  famres,  and  work  with 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  men  who  have  built  up  their  homes  through 
painstaking  industry  and  economy,  and  they  imbibe  in  this  atmosphere  of 
industry  the  true  essence  of  self-support  and  independence. 

Do  they  earn  wages? 

Certainly  the  amount  of  earnings  of  pupils  in  country  homes  aggregates 
$25,000  yearly. 


And  all  the  money  goes  to  the  school? 

Not  a cent  of  it.  The  money  is  the  student's  own,  and  his  or  her 
summer's  earnings  create  a wholesome  incentive  to  manly  and  womanly 
effort.  They  are  encouraged  to  save  their  earnings  and  to  start  bank 
accounts . 

Are  your  students  forced  to  go  to  these  country  homes? 

No.  Applications  to  go  to  the  country  begin  to  come  in  early  in  the 
Spring,  and  only  those  boys  and  girls  whose  conduct  has  been  good,  and 
who  are  considered  worthy  of  opportunity  to  try  life  on  a more 
independent  basis  than  at  school  are  allowed  to  go. 

How  may  tribes  of  Indians  are  represented  at  the  school? 

72,  from  all  parts  of  United  States  and  Territories. 

How  many  employees  have  you? 

Including  the  faculty  and  officers  our  force  numbers  66. 

Do  you  like  it  here? 

The  thoughtful  student  who  appreciates  the  advantages  that  such  a 
school  as  this  affords  to  Indian  boys  and  girls  not  able  intellectually 
to  enter  white  school  will  answer:  Yes.  There  is  no  class  of  schools  in 
the  country  that  would  take  us  in,  knowing  so  little  as  some  of  us  do 
when  we  come.  Here,  it  matters  not  if  the  camp  boy  or  girl  enters,  he 
or  she  is  taken  up,  is  taught  some  useful  employment  and  soon  learns  to 
read,  write  and  to  use  English,  and  in  a few  months  they  are  made 
capable  and  have  gained  the  courage  to  go  out  in  the  world  to  face  its 
difficulties . 

Some  speak  English  before  they  come  to  Carlisle,  do  they  not? 

Yes,  now-a-days  they  do.  A few  come  from  camp  life,  but  many  come  to 
us  from  reservations  and  other  schools,  and  enter  our  middle  classes. 
They  come  to  take  the  academic  course,  and  to  secure  the  practical 
experience  found  only  outside  of  books. 

How  many  languages  do  your  pupils  talk? 

One  - the  English  language. 

Are  the  Indians  as  a class  hard  to  manage? 

They  are  among  the  most  easily  governed  students  in  the  world,  for 
they  are  generally 
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Dr.  Stryker's  Letters. 

Dr.  Melancthon  Woolsey  Stryker,  in  his  lecture  on  Tuesday  evening 
before  the  literary  Societies  pleased  the  large  Carlisle  audience,  who, 
with  the  societies,  greeted  the  talented  speaker.  Before  Dr.  Stryker 
went  to  the  platform,  the  Band  played  two  violin  solos  which  were  well 
received . 

Dr.  Stryker  prefaced  his  lecture  on  Lincoln  with  comments  about  the 


school  and  Indian  education.  He  had  looked  upon  the  scene  before  him 
and  upon  that  which  he  had  witnessed  during  the  day  with  a sense  of 
humility,  for  the  Indians  are  at  last  receiving  an  apology  of  a 
recompense,  for  the  sins  committed  upon  them  by  our  forefathers.  He 
spoke  of  the  visit  of  the  football  team  to  Hamilton  College.  They  came 
and  went  home  no  wiser,  while  the  boys  of  his  college  who  had  been 
beaten  by  a score  up  in  the  thirties  to  nothing,  also  went  home,  but 
they  were  wiser  if  more  savage,  after  a most  decent  and  gentlemanly 
game.  The  Carlisle  Indians  had  set  a pattern  of  self-restraint . Dr. 
Stryker  does  not  think  football  a brutal  game. 

He  paid  a high  tribute  to  the  old  Chief  Schanandore,  who  was  as  an 
aged  hemlock,  nearly  7 feet  high,  stalwart,  brave  and  was  over  a hundred 
years  old  when  he  died.  It  was  through  the  influence  of  this  great 
chief  whose  mortal  remains  lie  on  a hill  side  near  Hamilton  College 
founded  for  whites  and  Indian;  and  as  long  as  Dr.  Stryker  would  be  its 
president  the  college  should  be  open  to  as  many  Indian  boys  as  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  chances  there  offered,  and  that  without  tuition. 

Then  came  the  eulogy  on  Lincoln  - the  greatest  man  of  the  century  and 
the  greatest  character  but  one  produced  by  America.  As  Cromwell  had 
said  to  a noted  artist  who  had  painted  his  portrait:  "Where  is  the 
wart?"  We  want  Lincoln,  "wart"  and  all.  We  want  to  see  Lincoln  with 
his  faults  and  with  his  greatness. 

Lincoln's  tender,  honest,  kindly,  far-away  eyes  and  his  great  and 
shambling  length,  his  affectionate  chin,  his  large  and  capable  mouth  and 
his  tously  hair  were  made  to  stand  out  in  bold  relief  by  the  words  of 
the  orator.  He  spoke  of  the  sneers  of  Punch  and  the  cartoons  of 
Harpers'  Weekly  as  passing  shadows.  Horace  Greeley  had  called  him  a 
famous  convincer. 

Lincoln  was  not  a man  of  great  education,  and  the  speaker  referred  to 
the  fact  that  there  was  not  a school  boy  in  his  presence  who  did  not 
enjoy  better  opportunities  than  did  the  famous  Lincoln.  He  was  FORTY 
years  in  getting  his  education.  He  was  full  of  common  sense  and  in 
sympathy  was  sublime.  There  was  the  union  of  common  sense  with  an 
uncommon  brain.  A mysterious  eclipse  seemed  to  hold  him  in  its 
shadow.  He  was  marvelous  in  judgment  and  power  to  weigh  men.  He  took 
all  the  advice  he  could  get  and  used  all  that  was  good. 

It  was  a great  lecture  and  people  lingered  in  groups  to  discuss  its 
merits,  considering  that  they  had  received  a wonderful  treat. 


It  is  still  time  to  order  the  Commencement  Red  Man.  We  have  gone  to 
considerable  expense  and  trouble  to  procure  half-tone  plates  of 
photographs  of  a number  of  the  eminent  people  who  will  take  part  in  the 
Commencement  exercises.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  William  A. 

Hones,  Senator  Thurston  of  Nebraska,  Representative  Sherman,  of  New 
York,  Dr.  Harris,  Commissioner  of  Edcuation,  Dr.  Stryker,  President  of 
Hamilton  College,  General  Eaton,  Miss  Estelle  Reel,  Superintendent  of 
the  Indian  Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  Dr.  Merrill  E.  Gates,  who 
presents  the  Diplomas  this  year  to  the  Graduating  Class,  will  appear  in 
portrait  form  on  the  first  page. 

Mrs.  Eastman  has  returned  from  New  England  where  she  addressed  several 
women's  clubs,  her  subject  being  "A  Primitive  Type  of  Womanhood,"  The 
American  Indian.  New  England  is  Mrs.  Eastman's  former  home,  and  she  met 
many  friends  and  delightful  people. 
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Gorgeous  moonlight  nights. 

The  man  with  the  hoe  is  getting  ready  for  operations. 

The  new  woman  is  often  an  old  woman  patched  up. 

Mrs.  C.D.  Massinger,  of  Collingswood , N.D.,  is  a guest  of  Mrs.  DeLoss. 

Some  of  the  students  are  not  content  to  have  only  a finger  in  the  pie, 
especially  on  pot  pie  day. 

Rev.  Theodore  M.  MacNair,  of  Tokyo,  Hapan  was  among  the  visitors  of 
the  early  part  of  the  week. 

Miss  Forster  gave  an  informal  art  reception  in  her  art  rooms  on  Monday 
night  to  the  teachers. 


The  backbone  of  winter  has  not  yet  received  its  spring  fracture,  for 
we  have  had  COLD  weather,  this  week. 

Mrs.  Rapier  and  Mrs.  Bittfield,  of  Harrisburg,  are  among  the 
visitors.  The  former  is  an  old  time  school  friend  of  Miss  Burgess. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  held  a reception  for  the  class  of  1900  on 
Thursday  night,  and  a long-to-be-remembered  occasion  was  the  result. 

Miss  Agnes  Robbins,  of  Pennsylvania  and  Miss  Lida  Hones  are  civil 
service  appointees  this  week  to  take  vacant  places  in  the  schoolrooms. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  is  home  from  Wilson  for  the  Commencement  period, 
and  has  for  a guest  her  friend  Miss  Isabella  Hippie  of  Lock  Haven. 

Robert  Depoe,  '97,  has  come  from  the  Chemawa  School,  where  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Government.  Samuel  Hackson  of  the  same  school  came 
also. 

Tonight  Miss  Cochran  and  Miss  C.  Smith  visit  the  Invinciblesj  Mrs. 

Cook  and  Miss  Forster  the  Standards  and  Misses  Cutter  and  Hill  the 
Susans . 

Times  are  too  busy  to  go  into  particulars,  but  we  have  a number  of 
interesting  Indian  characters  on  the  grounds  as  we  go  to  press  about 
whom  something  may  be  said  in  future  numbers. 

The  Monday  night  exercises  in  the  gymnasium  for  the  special  benefit  of 
our  Carlisle  friends  was  largely  attended.  The  same  drill  was  given  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  for  the  benefit  of  the  visitors  from  a distance. 

One  of  the  visiting  Indians  from  Wisconsin  is  an  old  student  - 
Aconymmy  Neopet , if  we  spell  his  name  by  sound.  He  has  been  called 
Reginald  for  some  time.  We  shall  have  something  to  say  of  him  later. 

The  first  party  of  boys  and  girls  to  go  to  the  country  this  year  will 
leave  about  the  first  of  April. 

Mr.  Beitzel  gave  the  Susans  friendly  advice  last  Friday  night  and  Mr. 
Taylor  spoke  upon  the  relation  of  music  to  culture,  the  occasion  being 
several  numbers  by  the  Mandolin  Club. 

On  Tuesday  evening  before  and  after  the  lecture.  Miss  Forster's  art 
room,  off  the  hall,  attracted  a number  of  the  visitors.  Brilliantly 
lighted  by  incandescent  lights,  the  pictures  and  drawings  showed  off  to 
good  advantage  and  were  well  enjoyed. 

General  Hohn  Eaton,  of  Washington,  Mrs.  C.R.  Agnew  and  Miss  Parks,  of 
New  York,  Mr.  George  Vaux  and  Miss  Mary  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Hippie,  of  Lock  Haven,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  Pratt,  of  Steelton, 
arrived  on  Tuesday  in  time  for  Dr.  Stryker's  lecture. 

General  Eaton,  the  first  Commissioner  of  Education,  and  the  father  of 
so  many  great  educational  moves  in  this  country,  is  around  as  formerly 
carrying  good  cheer  and  encouragement  to  every  one  he  meets.  Do  you 
want  to  know  anything  about  the  school  or  educational  matters  in 
general.  General  Eaton  is  the  man  to  ask. 

In  speaking  of  reading,  we  have  in  mind  one  of  our  boys  who  came 
twenty  years  ago,  knowing  no  English.  He  went  home  in  four  or  five 
years,  and  has  taken  a Chicago  paper  ever  since.  Today  he  is  well 
informed  and  can  talk  intelligently  about  the  doings  of  people  all  over 
the  world.  If  we  do  not  USE  what  we  have,  it  will  soon  rust  out  like  a 
piece  of  machinery  not  in  use. 

Quite  a delegation  of  Indian  visitors  from  the  New  York  Agency  is 
here,  as  we  go  to  press.  The  names  of  all  visitors  will  be  given  in  the 
Commencement  number  of  the  Red  Man,  which  may  be  had  for  five  cents  a 
single  copy.  Fifty  cents  a year  will  secure  the  monthly  which  is  giving 
more  Indian  news  than  ever  from  the  field  and  the  latest  from 
Washington.  The  Red  Man  is  a publication  that  every  one  interested  in 
the  Indian  should  subscribe  for,  so  as  to  insure  its  regular  delivery. 

As  we  are  running  off  the  inside  of  the  HELPER  this  week,  the 
inspection  of  industries  is  in  progress,  hence  we  cannot  give  much 
Commencement  news.  Our  next  issue  will  contain  a brief  account  of  the 
event,  and  a small  picture  of  the  class,  but  the  Red  Man  will  devote 
three  pages  to  the  proceedings  and  graduating  orations.  The  class 
picture  will  be  five  times  as  large  as  the  one  which  will  appear  in  next 
week's  HELPER. 
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anxious  to  learn,  readily  adapt  themselves  to  surroundings,  and  at  heart 
are  polite,  respectful,  dignified  and  quiet. 

Do  you  ever  have  cases  for  discipline? 

Sometimes.  Serious  cases  are  managed  by  a court  of  students  with 
perhaps  one  or  two  faculty  members. 

Does  the  Indian  like  to  work? 

He  is  like  this  white  brother  in  this.  The  Indian  will  work  well 
when  there  is  remuneration . He  may  be  taught  to  shoulder  responsibility 
and  can  be  depended  upon  when  he  learns  that  it  is  for  his  personal 
benefit  to  make  himself  trustworthy. 

Do  they  choose  their  own  trades?  Yes. 

What  would  you  have  your  students  do  after  finishing  the  Carlisle 
course? 

Carlisle  would  have  them  go  out  into  those  avenues  of  trade, 
competition  and  labor  that  will  make  them  true  citizens.  We  would  have 
them  lose  themselves  as  Indians  as  speedily  as  possible  and  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 


A NINETY-ONER  WHO  IS  ABLE  TO  GIVE  A GOOD  ACCOUNT  OF  HIMSELF. 


"I  left  Carlisle  in  '93,"  he  says.  "I  went  home  and  worked  on  a 
hundred  acre  farm  for  four  years,  and  managed  to  keep  the  respect  of  the 
best  people  of  the  place. 

I then  came  here  and  taught  for  three  weeks,  but  felt  that  I was 
incompetent,  as  I had  had  no  experience  in  that  line.  I therefore 
applied  for  the  position  of  disciplinarian,  the  salary  being  a hundred 
dollars  smaller. 

I got  it  and  have  given  a good  account  of  myself  in  that  capacity  for 
three  years  at  $500  per  year. 

I thank  you  for  all  past  favors,  which  I now  am  capable  of 
appreciating. 

I was  an  ungrateful  child  when  at  Carlisle." 


GOOD  INDIANS  AND  YELLOW  PEOPLE. 


It  is  said  that  the  Shawnees  claim  that  the  rainbow  is  always  in  the 
sky,  but  that  only  good  Indians  and  yellow  people  can  see  it. 


ESKIMO  ICE  CREAM. 


A favorite  dish  with  the  Eskimos  is  an  ice  cream  made  of  seal  oil, 
into  which  snow  is  stirred  until  the  desired  consistency  has  been 
obtained;  then  frozen  berries  of  different  kinds  are  added,  with  a 
little  of  the  fish  egg  for  flavoring.  -[Progress. 


AN  INDIAN  GIRLS  LOVE  FOR  THE  BEAUTIFUL. 


Mrs.  Willard  in  "Life  in  Alaska"  tells  of  a little  Hydah  girl  who  had 
a passionate  love  for  the  beautiful  scenery  surrounding  her  home. 

She  would  sit  in  perfect  rapture  looking  at  the  mountains,  sky  and 
water . 

At  one  point  of  particular  beauty  she  exclaimed  with  hands  on  her 
breast  and  her  face  all  aglow: 

"Oh  my  heart  gave  a great  shake!" 

One  of  her  teachers  told  her  to  sketch  the  scene  at  sunset. 

She  sat  with  an  expression  of  countenance  worthy  of  a great  artist. 

Gazing  over  the  shining  deep  with  softened  eyes  she  simply  said: 

"I  can't  draw  glory" 

Is  not  the  little  Indian  maiden  something  of  a poet  as  well  as  an 
artist? 


A GOOD  TIME  IN  CUBA. 


Paul  Teenah,  our  Apache  student  who  joined  Troop  "I"  8th  Cavalry,  now 
in  Cuba,  says: 


"Cuba  is  a very  nice  place,  and  I like  it  very  much.  The  Cubans  are 
going  to  have  an  election  in  May,  the  first  they  will  have  under  a free 
government,  so  there  is  a good  deal  of  excitement  now,  but  we  do  not 
think  that  we  will  have  any  trouble,  as  the  Cubans  are  peaceful. 

There  are  only  five  troops  here  now,  and  we  have  a good  time  playing 
baseball  and  other  games. 

The  climate  here  is  very  healthful.  There  is  very  little  sickness 
among  the  soldiers. 


Subscribe  for  the  Helper,  and  you  will  get  ALL  the  news  of  the  school. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  15  letters. 

My  11,  10,  4 runs  from  trees  in  the  spring. 

My  12,  13,  15,  5 is  the  kind  of  a bed  that  feathers  make. 

My  4,  3,  2,  1 is  to  look  with  the  eye  half  closed. 

My  8,  9,  10,  14,  5 is  a small  shoot  of  a tree  put  into  another. 

My  6,  7,  15,  5 is  to  lift. 

My  whole  is  the  way  some  boys  and  girls  must  read  the  "Keep  off  the 
grass"  signs,  judging  by  the  way  the  edges  of  some  of  the  walks  look. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Country  fever. 
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For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : Coyotes  Wailing"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Dec  1999  17:26:00  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Maiis  ye'  - Coyotes  wailing... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

It  was  the  middle  of  the  night  and  I was  home  on  the  Navajo 
reservation  at  Toadlena,  Two  Gray  Hills.  I slept  in  a small  room  and  my 
grandparents  slept  in  the  next  one.  I was  visiting  their  place,  we  had 
supper  and  went  to  bed,  it  was  winter. 

I heard  the  sound  of  maiis-coyotes  were  wailing  far  off.  Shi-che-my 
grandfather  came  to  me.  Usually  his  hair  was  tied  up  but  it  was  bushy 
and  going  every  which  way,  I heard  him  say,  Nchah-,  nchah-,  it  sounded 
funny  to  me,  because  that  is  what  is  said  to  a baby  when  it  cries,  I 
said,  I am  not  small  anymore.  He  laughed  and  told  me  to  get  up.  It  was 
the  middle  of  the  night  and  cold.  I said  what  is  wrong,  and  he  said 
just  come  with  me.  I thought  maybe  something  had  gotten  into  the  sheep 
corral,  and  put  on  my  clothes  quickly.  He  reached  out  and  touched  me 
and  said  be  quiet,  and  so  I wondered  what  was  going  on. 

There  was  fresh  snow  on  the  ground,  and  we  stepped  out  into  it,  and  it 
was  all  white,  and  cold,  so  cold  you  could  see  yourself  breathe  and 
your  breath  froze  in  small  pieces  of  ice  around  your  mouth.  The  sky  was 
clear  and  the  stars  were  all  out.  The  stars  shined  and  lit  up  the 
crystals  that  twinkled  on  the  ground. 

We  went  out  and  walked  over  to  the  sheep  corrals  and  everything  was  ok 
with  them.  There  was  just  stillness  and  he  told  me  that  maiis  are  no 
good  always  playing  tricks  on  everyone,  and  they  will  always  be  that 
way. 

In  the  blanket  of  stars  that  stood  high  above  us,  there  were  so  many  up 
there  they  went  from  east  to  the  west,  they  stood  out  and  shined.  There 
was  a shooting  star  that  crossed  the  sky  from  North  to  South  and  moved 
quickly  and  was  gone  just  like  that. 

He  spoke  about  how  when  the  stars  were  being  placed  on  a rug  long  ago 
to  be  arranged  on  how  they  would  be  put  in  the  sky,  the  old  coyote  came 
around  and  when  he  got  a chance  ran  up  and  grabbed  the  rug  and  threw 
those  stars  up  any  old  way,  and  that  is  why  they  are  where  they  are 


now.  Maii-laughed  about  it  and  ran  away,  he  is  the  mischevious  one 
always  playing  tricks. 

In  the  light  of  the  night  sky,  we  talked  about  yeis,  and  how  the  Holy 
Ones  got  around  and  where  they  lived.  In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  they 
travelled  about  and  when  travelling  took  the  shape  of  shooting  stars. 

It  was  what  I have  heard  many  times  and  when  I see  them  I wonder  where 
they  are  going,  for  what  purpose  and  by  chance  that  by  their  travelling 
that  a sing  is  going  on  for  someone.  We  stood  there  and  watched  the 
stars  and  then  went  back  in. 

From  time  to  time  I can  see  the  night  sky  and  remember  his  face,  and 
how  he  spoke  to  me  and  when  I see  those  shooting  stars  know  that  those 
Yeis  and  Holy  Ones  are  travelling  somewhere,  and  that  on  a winter  night 
after  snowflakes  have  fallen  on  a field  of  driven  snow  there  might  me  a 
falling  star  and  they  will  be  travelling  from  here  to  there  through  the 
night  sky. . . 

"RE : Poem:  Vision"  

Date:  2 Sep  1994  20:58:51  -0600 
From:  lizfrost@unm.edu  (Septa) 

Sub j : vision 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

I had  a vision 
a primal  metaphor 
a dream 

from  the  depth  beyond  my  soul 
I heard,  I felt,  I saw  a vivid  scream 

The  Universe 
is  watching 
waiting 

as 

the  earth  is  screaming 
dying  and  birthing 

simultaneous  in  time 
death  throes  emerging 
something  must  die 
as  something  returns 
birth  waters  submerging 
moving  death,  still  birth 

all  points  and  planes  in  reality  and  in  time 
combine  and  converge,  and 

that  which  is  known  is  beyond  that  which  is 
seen  and  heard 
that  which  is  time 

countless  million  beings,  entities  and  souls 

united  in  this  hurt 

this  ending 

this  beginning 

this  death 

this  birth 

plant,  animal  and  human  living  on  this  earth 
will  we  die  or  continue  to  emerge  in  birth 

lost  is  reverence  of  life 
reverence  of  this  earth 


the  peoples  no  longer  unit  in  compassion 


dwell  and  live  in  love 
truth  does  not  prevail 

many  only  know  pain,  anger,  resentment  and  fear 
they  see  with  eyes  closed  and  ears  which  do  not  hear 

Revere  all  life 
no  one  above  another 

all  living  beings  and  entities  are  but  diversity 
no  one  more  worthy  or  superior  to  another 
give  reverence  to  that  which  sustains  your  life 
Inflict  no  hurt,  create  no  strife 

to  anything  living  which  enters  and  is  beside  your  self 
in  this  life 

treat  all  beings 

and  things  of  this  earth 

with  reverence,  love  and  compassion 

strike  out  not  with  you  own  inner  hurt 

reveal  to  others  only  the  truth 

Know  your  heart,  your  soul 
it  is  true 
Reverence  of  life 
begins  with  you 

but  know  that  it  is  true 
that  there  will  be  a judgment 
its  finality  extreme 
if  we  do  not  take  heed 
and  hear 

and  assume  responsibility 
for  the  ending  of  this  pain 
this  wounding  of  this  earth 
and  her  resultant  screams 

we  cause  the  death 

and  fear  the  birth,  for  with  it 

each  of  us  individually  and  communally  assume  responsibility  for  this  earth 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Mar  2000  07:44:17  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  2-8 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

2 

Never  abandon  your  dreams. 

3 

Memories  dwell  within  the  soul. 

4 

Return  to  the  places  of  childhood  --  there  is  your  cycle  renewed. 

5 

Happiness  and  fulfillment  are  found  only  in  our  own  hearts. 

6 

Age  cannot  hinder  the  joyful  spirit. 

7 

Alone,  we  are  restored;  with  others,  we  are  fulfilled. 

8 

This  land  is  the  gathering  place  of  the  winds. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  26  March  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub  j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

Janet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Date:  Wed,  22  Mar  2000  01:22:19  -0600  (CST) 

From:  RACHEL  3 ALLEN  <arachel@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : OSU  Pow-wow 

It's  that  time  of  year  again... Hope  to  see  some  of  you  there. 
Rachel 


Oklahoma  State  University  Native  American  Student  Association 
Spring  Contest  Pow-wow. 

April  1,  2000 

Colvin  Center  Annex  (across  the  street  form  the  OSU  Police  Station,  Farm 
Rd) 

Head  Singer  Archie  Mason,  Osage/Cherokee 

Dennis  Zotigh,  Kiowa 

Head  Man  Dancer  Michael  Roberts,  Choctaw/Chickasaw 

Head  Lady  Dancer  Ronetta  Rice,  Pawnee 

Color  Guard  Seminole  Nation  Color  Guard 

Arena  Director  Tony  Killscrow,  Lakota 

Erika  Focht,  OSU  NASA  Princess,  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
extend  an  invitation  to  all  princesses  and  welcome  everyone  to  the  OSU 
Spring  Contest  Pow-wow. 

Gourd  Dancing  3:00  pm 

Supper  5:00  pm 

Gourd  dancing  6:00  pm 

Grand  Entry  7:00  pm 

Contests  will  be  held  in  the  following  categories: 

Tiny  Tots 

Girls'  Cloth,  Buckskin,  Jingle,  and  Fancy  Shawl 
Boys'  Straight,  Fancy,  Grass,  and  Traditional 
Women's  Cloth,  Buckskin,  Fancy  Shawl  and  Jingle 
Men's  Straight,  Fancy,  Grass  and  Traditional 
Drum  Contest:  All  Drums  Welcome 

Booth  fees  will  be  $25,  Drugs  and  Alcohol  are  prohibited.  NASA  is  not 
responsible  for  theft  or  accidents.  Some  categories  may  be  combined  if 
not  enough  contestants.  Contestants  must  be  in  Grand  Entry.  Dancers  must 
be  in  full  regalia  to  receive  prize  money. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Multicultural  Developement  and 
Assessment  Center  at  405-744-5481  or  Alyssa  Cannon  at  405-372-0385. 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
June 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 


Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 

Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 

with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 

Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 


November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call  to 
confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

March 

29  Women  and  Tradition:  A Workshop  on  Native  American  Cultural  Preservation 
The  event  will  be  help  at  at  7pm  in  OU's  Baird  Lounge.  For  more  information, 
contact  Doyce  Shield  of  the  Women's  Outreach  Center  at  (405)  325-4929. 

31  - April  2 Little  Eagle  Spring  Pow-wow  2000  at  Bridger  Dr.  High  18200 
E M-78  Hwy  in  Independence,  MO.  For  more  information  contact  Max  Noear 
816-231-2242.  For  booth  space  call  Grace  Little  Eagle  at  816-836-2987  or 
Flo  Noear  at  816-231-2242. 


31  - April  2 Circle  of  Friends  Native  American  Gathering  --  An  intertribal 
gathering  with  drumming  and  dancing,  Native  American  Crafts,  learning,  fun 
for  the  whole  family!  Where:  About  1 hrs  drive  South  of  Memphis,  on  Hwy  79 
between  Brickeys  and  Marianna,  Arkansas.  Featuring  Lead  Drum:  Our 
Brothers  Drum,  Shawnee.  MC:  Tony  Dennings.  Public  hours  10am-5pm  Friday, 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  Campsites  will  be  available  on  a first  come,  first 
served  basis. 

For  more  information,  contact  Frank  or  Cinda  Brent  at  870-295-4060  or 
email  silver ha irbeaver@hotmail . com . 

April 

1 "Spirit  of  the  Buffalo"  Baylor  University  Native  American  Student 
Association  Annual  Scholarship  Benefit  Pow-wow,  Ferrel  Center,  Waco,  TX. 

For  more  info,  call  Kim  at  254-666-4330. 

1 Oklahoma  State  University  NASA  Spring  Contest  Pow-wow  in  Stillwater  OK 
at  the  Colvin  Center  Annex.  For  more  information,  call  (405)744-5481  or 
(405)372-0385. 

1 5th  Annual  Spring  Benefit  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  American  Indian  Cultural 
Society  and  Oklahoma  City  Pow-wow  Club  at  12  Ave.  Recreation  Center  Bldg, 
1701  12th  E.  Ave.  Norman,  OK.  Calll-405-366-1667. 

1 Broken  Bow  School  System's  Annual  Contest  Pow-wow.  Broken  Bow,  OK. 

Contact  C.  Billey  at  580-584-2876. 

1 Central  Michigan  University  12th  annual  Pow-wow  on  in  Rose  Arena.  This 
will  be  a competition  pow-wow.  Doors  will  open  at  11:00  a.m.  each  day  with 
Grand  Entries  at  1:00  p.m.  and  7:00  p.m.  on  Saturday  and  at  1:00  p.m.  on 
Sunday.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Native  American  Program's  office 
517-774-2508. 

7 OU  American  Indian  Student  Association/  Miss  Indian  OU  Pageant, 

7:00  pm  in  the  Meacham  Auditorium  OU  Student  Union.  Contact  Shannon  Freeman 
405-325-3163. 

7 Putnam  City  School  System's  Pow-wow  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Contact  Cricket  Shields  at  405-495-0168. 

7- 9  University  of  Iowa  Pow-wow  2000  at  Conner  Flawkeye  Arena  in  Iowa  City, 
Iowa.  For  info  call  319-335-8298. 

8 Dance  of  the  Two  Moons,  Benefits  the  Children's  Programs  of  Indian  Flealth 
Care  Resource  Center.  6:30  to  Midnight,  dinner  at  7pm  at  Southern  Hills 
Marriott  Hotel.  Tickets:  $40  individual,  $75  a couple.  Corporate 
Sponsorships  and  Tables  Available. 

For  more  information  call  Indian  Health  Care  § 382-1205 

8 Annual  Central  University  Pow-wow  Edmond,  OK.  Contact  lessica  at 
405-974-2580. 

8 10th  Annual  Pow-wow  at  Washington  University  in  St.  Loouis,  MO.  Call 
Kathryn  M.  buder  center  for  American  Indian  Studies  at  314-935-4510. 

8- 9  Iupui  Y2K  Pow-wow,  Free  Admission  at  Natorium  Gymnasium  901  W.  New  York 
St  in  Downtown  Indianapolis.  Contact  us  at  (317)  274-8207, 

email  at  macarrel@iupui.edu. 

11-15  28th  Annual  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian  Tahlequah,  OK.  Call  the 
Center  for  Tribal  Studies  at  NSU  for  more  information  at  1-918-456-5511. 
Seminars,  lectures,  pow-wow,  and  more! 

14  11th  Annual  AISA  Stompdance  at  OU,  Norman,  OK  at  the  Lloyd  Noble  Center. 
For  more  information,  call  (405)325-3163. 


14-15  23rd  Annual  Pow  Wow  Celebration  by  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  at  Albert 
V.  Sallas  County  Park,  New  Caney,  Texas.  Hours:  Friday  7:00  PM  Dancing 
Starts,  Saturday  2:00  PM  Gourd  Dancing,  5:00-7:00  PM  Dinner  Break,  and  at 
7:00  PM  Dancing  Resumes. 

For  more  information,  contact  Dale  Adams  § (713)  475-0221 
or  Grant  Gaumer  § (281)  448-8435. 

15  OU-AISA  86th  Annual  Adult  Contest  Pow-wow.  At  the  Lloyd  Nobe  Center  in 
Norman  OK.  For  more  information,  call  (405)  325-3163. 

15  86th  Annual  University  of  OK  Contest  Pow-wow  Norman,  OK.  Contact  Shannon 
Freeman  at  405-325-1468. 

15  7th  Annual  Choctaw  Inter-Tribal  Pow-wow  at  Bryan  County  Fairgrounds  in 
Haggard  Building  1901  S.  9th  Durant,  OK.  Free  Admission. 

For  more  information,  call  580-924-9411. 

15  Wedding  Day  Pow-wow  Celebrate  with  Billy  and  Erin.  Sponsored  by  the  Bemo 
and  Plumley  families.  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  Pow-wow  Grounds,  Stroud,  OK. 

2:00  pm  gourd,  5pm  supper,  8 intertribals . 

15  Retirement  Dance  for  Eli  Warrior  White  Eagle,  OK  Culture  Center.  Gourd 
Dance  2:00PM  Supper  at  5:30  PM.  Call  for  information  405-631-8214. 

19  Native  American  3ob  Fair  VI,  Tulsa  Convention  Center.  Sponsored  by  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Times.  For  more  information,  call  1-918-438-6548. 

21-23  14th  Annual  Arizona  State  University  Spring  Competition  Pow-wow 
Tempe,  AZ.  Contact  Lee  Williams  at  580-965-5224. 

21-23  University  of  Tulsa  Spring  Pow-wow  Allen  Chapman  Activity  Center, 
Student  Union  Building,  University  of  Tulsa  Campus. 

John  McClelland,  at  1-918-343-3811. 

22  7th  Annual  Benefit  Pow-wow  for  Lawrence  Native  Youth  Scholarship  Fund 
at  Douglas  Co.  Fairgrounds,  4-H  Building  #21,  Lawrence,  KS. 

785-843-4053. 

22  Second  Annual  University  of  Texas  Contest  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  the 
Longhorn  American  Indian  Council.  University  of  Texas  Union  Grand 
Ballroom,  Austin,  Texas.  Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts,  full  pow-wow  program. 

Call  Amy  Lewis  at  512-232-2960  for  more  information. 

22  Annual  Benefit  Dance  Oklahoma  Indian  Theatre  And  Dance  Company  National 
Guard  Armory  4200  blk  of  N.  Mingo  Valley  Expressway,  Tulsa,  OK. 

Call  for  information:  918-241-6292. 

27- 29  Annual  Talihina  Indian  Festival,  Talihina  OK.  Call  1-918-567-25309. 

28- 29  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow-wow  Albuquerque,  NM.  For  more  information, 
call  505-836-2810. 

28-30  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Location:  National 
Guard  Armory  Guntersville,  Alabama.  Directions:  From  US  Hwy  431  in 
Guntersville  (at  the  Holiday  Inn)  take  AL  Hwy  79  South  .7/10ths  mile  to 
Cherokee  Elementary  School.  Turn  right  on  Willow  Beach  Rd.  Turn  Left  on 
Creek  Path  Rd.  to  Pow-wow.  Over  $7,000.00  in  Dance  Competition  Prize  Money! 
Admission:  Adults  $5.00,  Children  (under  12)  $3.00.  For  more  information, 
contact  Gina  Williamson  at  5005  Elizabeth  Street,  Guntersville, AL 
35976.  Phone  256-582-0114. 

29  Graduation  Honor  Pow-wow  for  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells,  at  Tahlequah 
Community  Building,  Tahlequah,  OK.  2 pm  Gourd  dancing,  430  supper,  730  grand 
entry.  All  drums,  dnacers  and  vendors  are  welcome.  Call  918-458-6384. 


Date:  Mon,  24  Han  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 


the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montlen/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 
lamie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub  j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 
Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
HOST  GOURD  SOCIETY:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361, 

or  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 


Date:  Sun,  09  3an  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:51:59  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Haskell  Powwow 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS  is  having  their  annual 
powwow  May  12  thru  May  14,  2000.  If  anyone  is  interested  please  call 
or  email  me  for  more  information.  (785)  749-8485 


Date:  Mon,  6 Mar  2000  17:20:29  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Reminder:  Winter  Gathering  2000  on  MARCH  18TH  AND  19TH  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Kriss  Gadomski"  <krissg@infinet . com> 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Dust  a reminder  of  The  Ohio  Center  for  Native  American  Affairs' 
Winter  Gathering  2000  on  MARCH  18TH  AND  19TH  2000.  As 
previously  announced  the  date  has  been  changed  from  the 
11th  and  12th  due  to  scheduling  conflicts. 

The  Gathering  will  be  held  on  the  Fort  Hayes  Career  Center 
Campus  located  at  546  Dack  Gibbs  Boulevard,  Columbus  Ohio, 


in  Room  106  of  the  Health  Education  Building. 

The  main  feature  of  this  Gathering  is  a drum  making  workshop. 

It  is  not  too  late  to  order  your  kit.  Cost  of  the  kit  is  $50.00,  that 
includes  the  cedar  drum  round,  elk  hide,  and  drum  stick  materials. 

Email  us  at  the  address  listed  below.  THE  CUT  OFF  FOR  ORDERING 
DRUM  MATERIALS  IS  MARCH  7TH . You  may  bring  your  own  materials. 

There  will  also  be  a Community  Circle  so  bring  your  own  project  and  work 
among  friends.  There  will  be  quilting,  beading,  and  basket  making.  Come 
to  work  or  come  to  teach  and  share!  The  Burial  Rights  Support  Group 
will  be  there  working  on  the  Peltier  Quilt  and  on  shaws. 

There  is  no  cost  to  attend  the  Winter  Gathering.  Donations  will 
be  accepted  to  help  cover  the  cost  of  the  food  provided  and  to 
help  cover  administrative  costs  and  scholarship  costs. 

Email  us  at  ocnaa@yahoo.com  for  further  information! 

Thanks! 

Kristine  Gadomski 
e-mail:  krissg@infinet.com 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Af ricans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist : lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 


http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Af ro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Do  Anne  Steele;  MC:  JoJo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7014.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

3ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 


CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 


EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99(3yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Jim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Jim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I've  got  so  far. . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Lower  South- 


Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 


HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 

~Alabama~ 

Apr.  1-2:  Indian  Dance  Festival,  (not  a pow  wow)  at  Desoto  Caverns  Park, 
Childersburg.  Info:  Doe  Beckham  (800)  933-2283. 

Apr.  2-30:  Birmingham  International  Festival  Salute  to  Native  Americans,  an 
exhibition  at  the  Birmingham  Civil  Rights  Institute,  520  16th  St., 

Birmingham.  Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  10am-5pm;  Sun.  l-5pm. 

Info:  Bessie  Alexander  (205)  328-9696. 

Apr.  8:  Ancestor  Swap  Meet,  200  Broad  St.,  Gadsden.  A chance  to  swap 
genealogy  lessons  with  researchers  from  around  the  country. 

Info:  Fred  Nicholson  (256)  546-7345. 

Apr.  11:  Native  American  Student  Art  Exhibit  Reception,  at  Birmingham  Museum 
of  Art,  2000  8th  Ave.  North,  Birmingham.  Reception  is  5:30pm-7:00pm. 

Exhibits  will  be  in  the  Museum's  Sonat  Gallery  from  April  10th  thru 
April  28th.  Info:  Iris  Gross  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  14-16:  Native  American  Street  Festival,  at  Linn  Park,  Birmingham.  This 
will  be  a cultural  haven  of  Native  American  traditions,  lifestyles  and  arts. 
Rita  Coolidge  will  be  the  headline  entertainer.  Times:  10am-7pm,  Fri.  & Sat. 
10am-6pm,  Sun.  Check  out  www.bifsalutes.org  for  attractions  & activities 
relating  to  this  event.  Vendors  may  contact  Becky  Hill  at 
bifbecky@bellsouth.net.  For  further  info,  contact  Becky  Hill  or 
Iris  Gross  at  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  21-23:  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow,  at  Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander 
City.  HD:  Bird  Chopper;  HM:  Chris  Red  Wolf  Perez  ; HL:  Mary  Morning  Dove 
Verrett;  AD:  Chuck  Morris;  MC:  Rick  Bird.  School  Day  is  9am-2pm  on  Friday, 
with  gates  open  til  4:00pm.  A limited  amount  of  primitive  camping  is 
available  on-site,  and  the  park  has  over  300  improved  campsites  available  at 
reasonable  rates.  Wind  Creek  State  Park  is  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Martin,  and  has  boat  launch  areas,  swimming  & picnic  areas,  fishing  piers  & 
a camp  store. 

For  more  information  & reservations,  call  1-800-ALAPARK . Grand  Entries  for 
the  competition  pow  wow  are  11am  & 6pm  on  Saturday,  and  1pm  on  Sunday. 
Admission  charged.  Vendors  by  invitation  only. 

Info:  Sandy  Faulk  (334)  541-2505. 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County  Fairgrounds 
Anniston.  Student  Days:  Weds. -Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow  wow  times:  Fri., 
5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12  noon  Sunday. 

HD:  TBA;  HM:  Anthony  Waters;  HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native  American  Honor 
Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker.  This  is  a 
non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  drums  & 
dancers . 

Info:Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail:  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com. 

Apr.  28-30:  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
Guntersville  National  Guard  Armory,  on  Creek  Path  Road,  off  of  Hwy.  79, 
Guntersville.  Schedule:  Fri.,  Childrens  Day  from  8am-3pm.  GO:  7:30am, 

GE:  9am  (demonstration  dancing),  GC:  10:30pm.  Concessions  open  7:30am-7:00pm 
Bonfire  from  7pm-10pm.  Vendors  are  welcome  to  stay  open  during  bonfire;  Sat. 


GO:  8am,  registration  deadline  for  Princess  contest.  Dance  & Drum  competition 
is  10:30am.  Dance  & Princess  registration  fee  is  $3.00.  Over  $7,000.00  is 
available  for  Dance  prize  money.  Drum  competition  has  $1,000.00  in  prize 
money.  All  Native  American  Drums  are  welcome.  GE:  11am,  competition  from 
noon  til  8pm.  There  will  also  be  an  archery  competition  sponsored  by  Taylor 
Self  Bows.  Bonfire  7pm  til  10pm  - vendors  may  remain  open.  GC:  10:30pm;  Sun., 
GO:  10am,  GE:  12  noon,  competition  finals  from  1pm  til  5pm.  HD:  White  Horse 
Singers;  HM:  Running  Horse  Spirit  Smith;  HL:  Dorothy  Helton;  AD:  Gary 
Thunder  Eagle  Tousey;  MC:  TBA.  Grounds  security  & EMT  service  will  be 
provided . 

Admission:  $5.00  - adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12.  Concessions,  shower 
facilities,  handicap  facilities  available.  Free  primitive  camping  available 
for  dancers  & drums. 

Vendor  info:  Dames  Moon,  PO  Box  169,  Holly  Pond,  AL  35083 

(256)  796-8900;  Drum  & Dancers  contact:  Gina  Williamson,  5005  Elizabeth  St., 
Guntersville,  AL  35976  (256)  582-0114;  Schools  & youth  groups  contact:  Trish 
Pearce,  1226  Alabama  Hwy.  68,  Albertville,  AL  35951  (256)  878-0758. 

Apr.  29-30:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot,  at  Tannehill 
Ironworks  Historical  State  Park,  McCalla.  Archery  competition  using 
traditional  bows  & arrows.  Benefits  go  to  Children's  Hospital.  Sat., 

8am-5pm;  Sun.,  8am-2pm.  Info:  Helon  Riggins  (205)  477-5711. 

May  6-7:  Russell  Cave  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport.  Times:  Sat.,  10am-4pm;  Sun.,  9am-3pm.  No  admission 
charge.  Info:  David  Walker  (256)  495-2677. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in  Wetumpka  at 
7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon  their  removal 
to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing,  McFarland  Park  in 
Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in  Tuscumbia. 

Gourd  Dance  Saturday/Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911, 
or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around 
a native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged. 

Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe  (256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head.  Head  staff  & entertainment  TBA.  On-site 
camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission  charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail:  ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Note:  for  further  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau 
of  Tourism  & Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927,  or  call 
1-800 -ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  the  state's  pow  wows  & information  on 
Alabama's  seven  state-recognized  Indian  Tribes,  contact  the  Alabama  Indian 
Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104,  or 
call  (334)  242-2831. 

~Florida~ 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  16th  Annual  Chambers  Farm  Native  American  Gathering, 

(festival  & pow  wow)  at  Chambers  Farm,  State  Route  315,  Orange  Springs. 


LOUISIANA 

Apr.  1:  Native  American  Day  Camp,  Houma  Connection,  6484  Hwy.  22,  Sorrento. 
Info:  Frances  Dohnson  (225)  675-6184. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion, 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  lames  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Iordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7014,  or  e-mail:  Irouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


ELSEWHERE 

Mar.  31-Apr.  2:  9th  Annual  Kansas  City  Indian  Market  & Southwest  Showcase,  at 
Overland  Park  International  Trade  Center,  Overland  Park,  KS.  Info:  visit  the 
website  at  www.indianmarket.net  or  e-mail:  txindmkts@tcac.net. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Mar  2000  18:20:18  -0600 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics  and  Voices  without  Frontiers 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  3/27  - 3/31 


Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EST  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 3/27:  The  Success  of  Tribal  Colleges: 

Leaders  of  tribal  colleges  and  other  universities  are  gathering  in 
Albuquerque  to  discuss  ways  to  better  share  their  accomplishments.  These 
schools  have  begun  innovative  programs  in  areas  such  as  buffalo 
restoration,  tribal  business  development,  cultural  preservation  and  student 
achievement.  Yet  few  Americans  have  heard  this  good  news.  How  do  we  get  the 
word  out?  Guests  include  Louis  LaRose,  director  of  the  Northern  Plains 
Bison  Education  Network  and  Dr.  Carolyn  Elgin,  president  of  the 
Southwestern  Indian  Polytechnic  Institute. 

TUE  - 3/28:  Killing  of  a Sacred  White  Buffalo: 

The  white  buffalo  calf  has  a significant  role  in  Lakota  spirituality.  When 
Medicine  Wheel  was  born  four  years  ago  it  marked  the  only  time  a white 
buffalo  calf  had  been  born  on  tribal  lands  in  the  twentieth  century  and  it 
was  viewed  as  a symbol  of  hope  and  a sign  of  rebirth  by  many  tribal 
members.  Recently,  this  sacred  animal  was  murdered  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation.  What  does  this  mean  to  the  Lakota  and  other  Native  people? 
Guests  include  Floyd  Hand  of  the  Oglala  Nation. 

WED  - 3/29:  Book-of -the-Month : Life  Woven  with  Song: 

Tlingit  author  Nora  Marks  Dauenhauer's  new  book,  "Life  Woven  with  Song",  is 
a collection  of  real  and  fictional  stories,  folktales,  poems  and  plays 
about  Tlingit  culture  and  lifeways.  It  is  her  tribute  to  a lifetime  in 
Alaska,  to  her  ancestors,  to  her  grandchildren,  and  to  her  enduring 
cultural  traditions  and  the  ever-present  modern  challenges.  She  joins  us 
live  for  our  book-of-the-month  edition  of  Native  America  Calling. 

THU  - 3/30:  Indians  & the  U.S.  Government: 

European  nations  first  recognized  the  need  to  use  the  international  legal 
device,  the  treaty,  in  dealing  with  tribal  nations  shortly  after  1500.  All 
of  the  colonial  powers,  and  later  the  United  States,  recognized  the 
sovereignty  of  tribal  governments  by  entering  into  over  800  treaties  with 
tribes.  How  do  treaties  and  agreements  affect  our  lives  today?  And  how  do 
treaty  rights  and  guarantees  make  Native  people  different  from  other 
population  segments  of  the  United  States?  Guests  include  Kirke  Kickingbird, 
author  of  "Indians  and  the  U.S.  Constitution". 

FRI  - 03/31-  Sudden  Infant  Death  Syndrome  (SIDS): 

Every  year  more  infants  die  of  SIDS  than  all  those  who  die  of  cancer,  heart 
disease,  pneumonia,  child  abuse,  AIDS,  cystic  fibrosis  and  muscular 
dystrophy  combined.  What  is  SIDS?  Are  there  any  ways  we  can  protect  our 
children  from  it?  loin  the  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  as 
they  talk  about  Sudden  Infant  Death  Syndrome. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Wazi  Nagi,  Longman,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  lohn  Berry,  Martha  E Ture, 

Thomas  Taaffe,  Melina  Selverston/Native  Americas  Dournal,  lanet  Smith, 
Larry  Innes,  Bear  Christensen,  Robert  Dorman,  Debra  Sanders,  Pat  Morris, 
Chris  Milda,  Rita  Mattera,  lohnny  Rustywire,  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe, 
Liz  Frost,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Barbara  Landis,  Eric  Martin 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:46:24  2000 
Date:  Tue,  4 Apr  2000  18:11:25  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.015 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NatFilm,  LPDC  & FOL-L  mailing 
lists;  Red  Road  Newsletter;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native 

http : //www. boston . com/dailynews/092/region/ 
http : //indiancountry . com/articles/ head line -2000- 3 -29-3 . shtml 
http : //www. indiancountry . com/articles /head line -2000 -3 -29-2 . shtml 
http : //www. omaha . com/Omaha /OWH/StoryViewer /l, 3153, 322358,00. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"Be  careful  what  you  get  into.  It's  never  what  you  think. 

So  be  careful." 

Masanea,  Kickapoo 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  \ 

\ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 


| as  incorporated  in  the  United  I 
t States  Constitution,  [ 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+.  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Dourney  [ 

| The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  \ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+- 


Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

February  22,  1999  after  decades  of  mismanagement  of  the  BIA  Indian  Trust 
Fund,  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  and  his  staff  made  the  following 
bold  pronouncement: 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
For  immediate  release:  February  22,  1999 

Contact:  Stephanie  Hanna  202/208-6416 
STATUS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR'S 
INDIAN  TRUST  FUND  & ASSET  MANAGEMENT  IMPROVEMENTS 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  has  made  fixing  Indian  trust  funds 
management  systems  one  of  his  highest  priorities.  Currently  the  Secretary, 
through  the  Office  of  the  Special  Trustee  for  American  Indians  (OST), 
maintains  approximately  1,700  accounts  for  338  Tribal  entities  with  assets 
in  excess  of  $2.5  billion.  Each  year,  more  than  $800  million  pass  through 
the  Tribal  trust  funds  system.  The  Department  also  maintains  nearly  300,000 
Individual  Indian  Monies  (IIM)  trust  fund  accounts  through  which  over  $300 
million  pass  each  year. 

Over  many  decades,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs'  (BIA)  record  keeping  and 
other  trust  fund  systems  have  not  always  been  what  they  should  be.  This  is 
the  first  administration  in  100  years  to  have  attempted  a serious 
correction  of  that  deplorable  situation.  Administration  after 
administration,  and  Congress  after  Congress  simply  have  not  allocated 
necessary  resources  to  the  complex  job  of  managing  Indian  trust  assets  and 
trust  funds. 


Ten  months  later,  the  results  were  so  abysmal  Secretary  Babbitt  was 
found  in  contempt,  and  the  presiding  judge  determined  oversight  was  the 
only  answer,  as  witnessed  by  the  following  report: 

Dudge  to  Guide  Indian  Trust  Fund  Reform 
By  ROBERT  L.  3ACKS0N,  Times  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  --  Branding  the  government's  century-old  mismanagement  of 
Indian  trust  fund  money  as  "inexcusable,"  a federal  judge  pledged  Tuesday 
to  oversee  reform  of  a program  that  will  pay  thousands  of  Native  Americans 
as  much  as  $2.5  billion  in  royalties  that  are  due  them. 

In  a final  ruling  in  the  long-running  case,  U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce 
C.  Lamberth  reiterated  his  condemnation  of  Interior  and  Treasury  Department 
officials  for  what  he  called  decades  of  mishandling  the  trust  accounts.  But 
the  judge  expressed  frustration  that  reconciling  the  system  for  as  many  as 
500,000  claimants  defies  easy  solution. 


Capping  the  largest  class-action  lawsuit  in  history  against  the 
federal  government,  Lamberth  rejected  the  pleas  of  Native  American 
plaintiffs  for  a court-appointed  "special  master"  to  supervise  changes  in 
the  antiquated  trust  system.  Instead,  he  said,  he  would  credit  the  sworn 
promises  of  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  to  begin  a step-by-step 
cleanup.  But  the  judge  will  require  quarterly  progress  reports  from 
Interior  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  one  of  its  divisions,  for  as 
long  as  five  years. 


Not  only  did  the  BIA  object  to  the  judge's  ruling,  but  they  destroyed 
evidence  before  and  after  the  ruling. . . . 

More  potential  evidence  in  Indian  trust  fund  lawsuit  destroyed 
Thursday,  December  9,  1999 
By  MATT  KELLEY 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

WASHINGTON  --  A day  after  a federal  judge  chided  the  Treasury 
Department  for  covering  up  the  shredding  of  162  boxes  of  records, 
government  lawyers  admitted  the  department  had  destroyed  still  more 
potential  evidence  in  a lawsuit  over  American  Indian  trust  funds. 


The  BIA  then  filed  for  a delay  in  judgement.  As  reported  by  CBS 
television  show  "60  Minutes"  in  their  Sunday  April  2,  2000  airing,  that 
means  the  actual  judgement  will  not  occur  until  September  of  this  year. 
In  other  words,  the  Clinton/Babbitt  contingency  will  be  well  on  their 
way  out  of  office  and  control  by  whatever  decision  is  handed  down. 

If  you  or  I were  guilty  of  such  malfeasance  we  would  be  thrown  under 
the  jail,  not  just  in  it;  and  the  jerks  who  continue  to  treat  Native 
Peoples  like  second  hand  cast-offs  should  suffer  the  same  consequences. 
This  is  beyond  despicable.  It  is  truly  damnable. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 
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Religion  may  be  hidden  motive  behind  Anasazi  migration 
By  Dohn  Fox 
c.  CNN 

March  28,  2000 

Micah  Loma'omvaya  knows  why  the  Anasazi  (or  as  the  Hopi  say,  Hisatsinom) 
left  their  homes  in  the  Four  Corners  700  years  ago.  The  answer,  he  says, 
is  found  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  his  people.  I'm  convinced  he's  right. 

We've  spent  the  last  couple  of  days  with  Micah  here  in  the  village  of 
Songoopavi.  Micah  is  a well-educated  young  Hopi  man  deeply  rooted  in  Hopi 
religion  and  culture,  and  more  than  capable  of  making  his  way  in  modern 
America . 

The  Hopi  call  this  place  the  "center  of  the  world"  and  have  a deeply 
spiritual  connection  to  it.  It's  easy  to  see  why  they  call  it  this.  The 
village  plaza,  where  important  community  rituals  occur,  is  found  next  to 
several  square  kivas,  ceremonial  pits.  Wooden  ladders  lead  down  into  the 
darkness  where  the  most  sacred  clan  and  society  rituals  happen.  From  the 
flat  roofs  of  the  houses  you  can  see  the  world  all  around,  including  the 
Hopi  Buttes  and  the  San  Francisco  Peaks,  home  of  the  kachinas,  powerful 
spirits  of  rain  and  fertility. 

After  taking  part  in  Micah 's  traditional  Hopi  engagement  ceremony,  we 
had  the  chance  to  witness  a kachina  ceremony.  While  the  whole  village 
lined  the  roofs  and  edges  of  the  plaza,  about  20  elaborately  masked 
figures  representing  different  kachina  spirits  arrived  in  the  plaza.  For 
about  two  hours,  the  plaza  became  a kind  of  carnival  as  young  boys  covered 
in  mud  raced  the  kachinas. 

Only  a Hopi  person  could  begin  to  understand  the  meanings  behind  this 

ritual.  The  ceremony  ended  with  the  kachinas  throwing  fruit  and  bread 

treats  to  people  in  the  crowd.  Once  they  had  delivered  their  blessings, 
they  returned  to  their  symbolic  homes  in  the  mountains. 

Over  the  last  several  weeks,  we've  explored  the  world  of  the  ancient 
Anasazi.  We've  learned  about  how  the  Anasazi  lived  and  wondered  why  they 
left.  Dan  explored  the  warfare  theory  in  depth  and  showed  that  conflict 
must  have  played  some  role  in  the  abandonment.  Christina  argued  that 
drought  and  other  environmental  problems  came  first. 

After  my  time  with  Micah  in  the  Hopi  village,  I'm  convinced  that  this 

only  tells  half  the  story.  Religion  is  the  missing  half. 

Religion  is  the  hardest  thing  to  read  from  the  crumbling  ruins  of 
ancient  dwellings.  In  a way  you  have  to  get  inside  the  minds  of  the 
ancient  people,  how  they  lived,  and  what  they  felt  when  they  climbed  the 
cliffs  and  planted  their  fields.  The  kivas  we  found  in  every  site  show  the 
importance  of  religion  to  the  people.  The  petroglyphs  of  Mesa  Verde  and 
Scaffold  House  tell  stories  of  the  people  and  spirits  who  have  occupied 
these  places.  The  spirit  paths  of  Chaco  Canyon  suggest  the  presence  of  a 
powerful  religion  there. 

Archaeologist  Bill  Lipe  thinks  religion  was  a powerful  force  in  the 
abandonment.  He  says  that  rather  than  thinking  of  the  Anasazi  being 
"pushed"  out  of  the  Four  Corners  by  drought  or  warfare,  we  should  think 
about  what  was  "pulling"  them  toward  the  south.  He  thinks  this  "pull"  was 
the  kachina  religion,  which  symbols  first  appear  in  rock  art  and  pottery 
around  the  time  of  the  abandonment.  With  its  focus  on  rain,  fertility,  and 
peace  the  kachina  religion  offered  a new  vision  of  hope  to  the  Anasazi  as 
it  drew  them  south  in  search  of  a better  place. 

The  Anasazi  were  only  human.  They  overused  their  environment  and  they 
fought  with  each  other,  sometimes  brutally,  but  in  the  end  their  religion 
gave  them  a solution.  This  solution  was  to  move  in  search  of  a better  life, 
to  continue  their  migrations  to  the  center  place,  what  Micah  calls  "the 
promised  land."  According  to  Micah' s Hopi  tradition,  they  have  arrived. 
"We've  wandered  all  over  the  place,"  Micah  explains  "but  finally  we  were 
led  to  this  sacred  spot." 

Maybe  Micah' s onto  something.  After  all,  the  Hopi  aren't  the  only  people 
who  see  religion  as  the  answer  to  conflict  and  social  stress.  They're  not 
the  only  people  who've  wandered  the  earth  in  search  of  a promised  land. 


They've  just  been  lucky  enough  to  find  theirs. 

As  the  sun  dips  below  the  mesa  edge,  Dan  and  I continue  our  discussion 
of  the  abandonment  with  Micah.  "So,  where  DID  the  Anasazi  go  from  Mesa 
Verde?"  presses  Dan.  "Well/'  said  Micah  with  a smile  and  a yawn,  "I  know 
where  THIS  Anasazi  is  going:  To  bed,  so  he  can  get  up  and  work  tomorrow. 

Does  that  solve  your  mystery?" 

"RE : Campaign  to  Defeat  Slade  Gorton" 

Date:  Tue,  28  Mar  2000  15:59:25  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : ISSUE  ADVOCACY  CAMPAIGN  TO  DEFEAT  SLADE  GORTON 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

ISSUE  ADVOCACY  CAMPAIGN  TO  DEFEAT  SLADE  GORTON 
BREAKFAST  APRIL  11,  2000 

AT  THE  DOUBLETREE  (LLOYD  CENTER) 

8:00  AM  - 9:15  AM 

INVITATION 

TO: 

HONORABLE  TRIBAL  CHAIRS 
FROM: 

RON  ALLEN  (CHAIRMAN,  3AMEST0WN  S ' KLALLAM  TRIBE),  BILLY  FRANK  HR.  (CHAIRMAN, 
NORTHWEST  INDIAN  FISHERIES  COMMISSION),  CALVIN  PETERS  (ISLAND  TRIBAL 
COUNCIL),  lOE  DE  LA  CRUZ  (QUINAULT  INDIAN  NATION) 

As  Board  members  of  the  First  American  Education  Project  (FAEP),  we 
request  your  attendance  at  a breakfast  meeting  to  discuss  and  share  a 
status/progress  report  of  our  education  campaign  to  defeat  Indian  Country's 
Political  Enemy  #1  - U.S.  Senator  Slade  Gorton. 

On  the  heels  of  the  overwhelming  victory  of  Proposition  1A  in  California, 
Indian  Country  is  poised  to  again  flex  our  political  muscle  by  successfully 
"educating"  voters  that  it  is  long  since  past  time  for  Slade  Gorton  to 
retire. 

We  will  present  to  you  why  Gorton  is  not  only  beatable  but  how  it  will  be 
Tribes  that  will  make  the  critical  difference  in  this  year's  election.  We 
will  have  short  presentations  from  a leading  national  pollster  and  from  a 
political  media  consultant  to  outline  for  you  our  2000  effort. 

Beginning  in  the  2001  Session  of  the  United  States  Congress,  every 
conversation  in  the  back  rooms  of  Congress  before  voting  on  any  issue 
important  to  Indian  Country  will  begin  " ...  remember  what  happened  to 
Gorton  in  2000". 

This  meeting  will  be  critically  important  for  Indian  country  in  discussing 
and  strategizing  our  role  in  the  political  process  in  2000  and  beyond. 

Please  respond  to  the  email  address  (or  phone  or  fax)  below  to  let  us  know 
whether  you  will  be  attending. 

rlehman@earthlink.net  ph  360  352  9833  fax  360  786  5034 
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Oneidas  ask  court  to  block  county  foreclosure 
By  William  Kates,  Associated  Press,  4/1/2000  00:11 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  For  the  second  time  in  a month,  the  Oneida  Indian 
Nation  has  gone  to  court  to  block  foreclosure  proceedings  started  by  a 
local  municipality  upset  over  the  tribe's  refusal  to  pay  property  taxes. 


The  tribe  on  Friday  filed  a lawsuit  in  U.S.  District  Court  to  stop 
Madison  County  from  foreclosing  on  more  than  a dozen  tribal  properties  for 
overdue  taxes. 

Last  month,  the  Nation  sued  the  City  of  Sherrill  to  stop  it  from 
evicting  the  Oneidas  from  their  T-shirt  printing  factory  because  of  $2,928 
in  delinquent  taxes. 

"They  can't  charge  property  taxes  on  Indian  land  and  these  are  Indian 
lands,"  said  Mark  Emery,  a spokesman  for  the  Oneida  Nation. 

Madison  County  Treasurer  Harold  Landers  gave  the  nation  until  Friday  to 
pay  $121,079  in  back  taxes  on  13  parcels  totaling  roughly  316  acres. 

The  properties  included  one  of  the  Oneida's  SavOn  gas  stations  near  the 
New  York  Thruway,  the  office  of  Indian  Country  Today,  a national  Native 
American  newspaper;  and  a 122-acre  farm.  Combined,  the  properties  have  an 
assessed  value  of  $1,163  million. 

"As  far  as  I'm  concerned,  I'm  the  delinquent  tax  officer  for  the  county 
and  the  taxes  have  applied  to  them,"  Lander  said.  "I'll  follow  the  real 
property  tax  laws  through.  They  should  pay." 

The  county  would  go  to  state  court  to  take  title  of  the  properties  and 
then  auction  them  off  in  September  along  with  other  foreclosed  lands. 

The  nation  lost  all  but  32  acres  of  its  reservation  land  in  Madison  and 
Oneida  counties  to  New  York  state  in  a series  of  transactions  in  the  18th 
and  19th  centuries  and  filed  a lawsuit  in  1974  to  reclaim  the  land.  The  U. 
S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  favor  of  the  Oneidas,  who  are  negotiating  with 
the  state  and  two  counties  over  damages. 

While  the  case  remains  unsettled,  the  Oneidas  have  used  their  casino 
profits  to  repurchase  more  than  12,000  acres  inside  the  boundaries  of  the 
land  claim.  How  much  land  will  become  untaxed  Indian  land  is  a key  issue 
for  county  leaders  concerned  about  the  lost  revenues. 

In  their  lawsuit,  the  Oneidas  contend  that  the  land  in  question  is 
reservation  land  protected  by  the  U.S.  Constitution,  the  1794  Treaty  of 
Canandaigua  and  the  Indian  Trade  and  Non-Intercourse  of  1790. 

"By  trying  to  auction  off  Indian  land,  they  are  breaking  federal  law," 
Emery  said.  "They  are  breaking  the  same  federal  law  that  the  land  claims 
are  based  on.  They  can't  acquire  or  sell  Indian  land  without  the  approval 
of  the  federal  government." 

The  Oneidas  argue  they  do  not  have  to  pay  taxes  on  reservation  land  and 
that  any  land  they  reacquire  in  the  land  claim  area  automatically  reverts 
to  reservation  land,  positions  they  say  that  are  upheld  by  past  federal 
court  decisions. 

Additionally,  Emery  said  state  courts  do  not  have  jurisdiction  over 
Indian  issues. 

"Indian  affairs  are  a federal  issue,"  he  said. 

Landers  noted  that  the  Wisconsin  band  of  Oneidas  paid  back  taxes  on  a 
property  in  Lenox,  although  it  was  under  protest. 

Emery  countered  that  the  New  York  Oneidas  have  given  more  than  $1 
million  in  grants  to  school  districts  in  which  they  own  land.  Oneida 
County  has  received  more  than  $300,000  from  the  same  program.  It  is  the 
only  municipal  government  to  accept  the  grants  so  far. 

Oneida  County  officials  have  said  they  will  not  foreclose  on  nation- 
owned  property  while  the  negotiations  are  continuing. 
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Osage  to  sue  over  U.S.  oil  royalties 
03/20/2000 

By  the  Associated  Press 

Claiming  there  is  no  way  to  prove  his  tribe  has  been  getting  all  its 
royalties  for  oil  production  in  Osage  County,  the  head  of  the  Osage  Nation 
said  the  tribe  will  sue  the  federal  government  for  $2.5  billion. 


A lawyer  for  Osage  Chief  Charles  Tillman  said  the  lawsuit  will  be  filed 
this  week  against  the  Department  of  Interior  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

The  tribe  already  has  a $100  million  suit  pending  against  the  government, 
claiming  royalties  it  got  on  its  leases  were  too  low. 

Oklahoma  City  attorney  Bradley  Brickell  said  the  new  case  will  either 
become  part  of  the  original  lawsuit  or  be  filed  separately  on  behalf  of  the 
tribe,  whose  headquarters  are  in  Pawhuska. 

The  tribe's  case,  Brickell  said,  is  based  on  an  audit  prepared  for  the 
government  which  could  not  confirm  whether  money  from  oil  production  in 
Osage  County  ever  got  into  tribal  accounts. 

Tillman  said  the  tribe  is  not  seeking  tax  money.  "It's  our  money,  which 
came  off  our  reservation;  money  derived  from  oil  and  gas  from  our 
resources . " 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  the  tribe's  trustee  over  the  land. 

A call  to  the  bureau  was  not  immediately  returned. 
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Feud  imperils  hope  for  change 
By  STEVE  YOUNG 
Argus  Leader 
published:  3/26/00 

PINE  RIDGE  --  On  a reservation  beset  by  poverty  and  alcoholism, 
joblessness  and  despair,  Oglala  Sioux  tribal  members  should  be  preparing 
to  inaugurate  an  era  of  prosperity. 

After  all,  they  have  the  support  of  a U.S.  president  who  has  promised  to 
help  create  jobs  and  revitalize  communities. 

But  with  millions  of  dollars  ready  to  flow  from  federal  spigots,  the 
Oglala  instead  find  themselves  entrenched  in  a tribal  government  dispute 
that  has  put  numerous  opportunities  on  hold  --and  could  potentially 
jeopardize  others,  federal  officials  say. 

Among  the  significant  projects  being  held  up  are: 

A $4  million  youth  wellness  center  planned  for  the  east  edge  of  Pine 
Ridge . 

A five-year,  $16  million  Youth  Opportunities  grant  through  the 
Department  of  Labor  to  keep  at-risk  reservation  children  in  school,  and  to 
provide  education  and  job  training  for  those  who  already  have  dropped  out. 

A 10-year,  $20  million  investment  through  the  Department  of 
Agriculture ' s Empowerment  Zone  program  to  leverage  other  federal  and 
private  dollars  for  job  creation,  better  housing  and  community  needs. 

None  of  those  dollars  will  be  released  until  the  tribe's  government 
stabilizes,  Kevin  Gover,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Interior  for  Indian 
affairs,  insisted  last  week. 

Specifically,  that  means  the  tribe's  financial  stability  must  be 
determined  through  audits.  Political  favoritism  within  the  tribe's  public 
safety  department  has  to  be  brought  under  control,  the  Interior  official 
adds.  And,  any  continued  discussion  of  changing  tribal  government  must 
follow  processes  laid  out  in  the  tribal  constitution. 

"There's  a great  deal  riding  on  this,"  Gover  said.  "We've  had  several 
follow-up  meetings  at  the  White  Flouse  about  what  we're  going  to  do.  No 
money  will  change  hands  until  this  matter  is  resolved." 

The  "matter"  he  refers  to  is  the  ongoing  strife  between  tribal  Chairman 
Harold  Salway  and  the  17-member  tribal  council. 


Salway  suspended  the  tribe's  treasurer,  Wesley  "Chuck"  Jacobs,  last 
October,  claiming  financial  improprieties.  Jacobs  later  was  reinstated  by 
a tribal  judge. 

Then,  on  Jan.  16,  a group  of  tribal  members  called  the  Grassroots  Oyate 
took  over  the  Red  Cloud  Administration  Building  in  a peaceful  protest  over 
what  they  called  mismanagement  of  tribal  funds.  That  was  followed  by  the 
tribal  council's  suspension  of  Salway,  who  turned  around  and  suspended 
all  but  four  of  the  17  council  members  --  a move  the  tribal  court  later 
ruled  was  unconstitutional. 

"The  problem  here,"  said  Tom  Casey,  manager  of  KILI  radio  station  in 
Porcupine,  "is  that  we  have  chaos.  We  are  on  the  verge  of  anarchy." 

In  a letter  to  Salway  on  Thursday,  Gover  said  the  federal  government  no 
longer  recognizes  his  authority  on  the  reservation  because  of  his 
suspension.  It  also  said  he  had  no  power  to  call  a state  of  emergency  on 
the  reservation  two  weeks  ago,  a move  which  prompted  some  tribal  police 
officers  to  begin  carrying  out  his  orders. 

"Any  tribal  employees,  particularly  tribal  law  enforcement  officers,  who 
act  on  your  orders  do  so  without  any  of  the  authorities  and  immunities  of 
the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe,"  Gover  wrote.  "If  they  should  again  carry  out 
your  orders,  they  will  face  liability  for  any  wrongs  they  may  commit, 
both  civil  and  criminal." 

The  BIA  is  "actively  considering"  taking  over  the  Oglala  Sioux  Public 
Safety  Department,  Gover  said,  or  at  the  very  least  withdrawing  BIA 
funding  for  public  safety  programs. 

Will  projects  materialize? 

The  question  now  among  federal  officials  and  tribal  members  is  this:  Can 
the  problems  be  ironed  out  before  opportunities  such  as  the  youth  center, 
the  Empowerment  Zone,  the  Youth  Opportunities  grant  and  others  are 
squandered? 

Salway  was  unavailable  for  comment  late  last  week.  But  one  of  his 
adversaries  on  the  tribal  council,  Mike  Her  Many  Horses,  said  he  doesn't 
believe  anything  has  been  lost  yet. 

"Now  there  is  a sense  that  something  needs  to  be  done  quicker  than 
sitting  around  the  old  campfire  and  talking  about  it,"  Her  Many  Horses 
said.  "I'm  sure  the  feds  have  some  real  concerns  about  having  taxpayer 
dollars  sent  here  for  meaningful  projects.  I think  we  can  demonstrate  to 
them  in  the  coming  weeks  that  we  can  address  those  concerns." 

For  one  thing,  the  BIA  already  is  auditing  the  tribe's  financial  records 
of  the  past  five  years.  And  the  tribal  council  is  addressing  the  public- 
-safety  issue.  Her  Many  Horses  said. 

"Once  people  get  the  sense  there  is  some  urgency  on  these  opportunities, 
I think  things  will  happen,"  he  said.  "The  real  losers  here  are  the  youth 
on  this  reservation.  They're  being  held  up  while  the  adults  behave  like 
children . " 

As  for  the  planned  youth  center  and  the  Empowerment  Zone,  nothing  has 
been  lost  yet,  said  Dallas  Tonsager,  state  director  for  the  Rural 
Development  Office  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  His  office  is 
working  with  tribal  officials  on  those  projects. 

"Nobody  has  suggested  to  me  that  these  problems  terminate  the  efforts 
going  on  with  these  programs,"  Tonsager  said.  "When  the  problems  are 
resolved,  these  things  will  move  forward." 

Youth  center  a priority 

One  project  everyone  seems  anxious  to  embark  on  is  the  youth  center, 
which  in  fact  is  an  outgrowth  of  an  Oglala  teen-ager's  vision  for 
happiness  on  her  reservation. 

A decade  ago,  as  a high  school  basketball  phenom,  SuAnne  Big  Crow  used 
to  tell  friends  that  she  was  going  to  take  her  athletic  skills  off  to 
college,  turn  them  into  a degree  and  then  return  home  one  day  to  create 
happiness  and  harmony  on  her  reservation. 

"SuAnne  would  say,  'When  I come  back,  I'm  going  to  build  you  guys  a 
'Happy  Town,'  " her  mother,  Leatrice  "Chick"  Big  Crow,  recalls.  "That's 
what  she  wanted  to  do  ...  create  a place  where  people  get  along  and 
support  each  other." 


Her  daughter  died  before  fulfilling  that  dream,  killed  in  a car  accident 
on  Feb.  8,  1992,  near  Murdo  while  on  her  way  to  a basketball  awards 
banquet . 

But  Chick  Big  Crow  kept  the  vision  alive  by  creating  what  was  the  first 
Boys  & Girls  Club  on  any  reservation  in  America,  transforming  an  old 
plastics  plant  in  Pine  Ridge  into  the  SuAnne  Big  Crow  Boys  & Girls  Club. 

It  hasn't  been  easy  financially  and  otherwise  through  the  years  to  keep 
the  soda  fountain  open,  the  pool  tables  available  and  the  old  jukebox 
running.  But  thanks  to  Clinton's  interest,  that's  all  about  to  change. 

The  president  suggested  building  a youth  wellness  center  after  his  visit 
to  Pine  Ridge  last  summer.  The  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development, 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  as  well 
as  the  Boys  & Girls  Clubs  of  America,  then  joined  forces  to  find  the 
finances  to  build  it. 

When  it's  finished,  the  30,000-square-foot  complex  will  include  an 
indoor  swimming  pool,  a multipurpose  gym,  an  exercise  room,  a library  and 
technology  center,  and  counseling  and  day-care  space. 

In  conjunction  with  the  $16  million  Youth  Opportunities  grant  through 
the  Department  of  Labor,  the  youth  center  potentially  could  have  a 
dramatic  impact  on  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe,  said  Patrick  Gross  of  the 
Rural  Development  Office. 

"There  is  a critical  statistic  out  at  Pine  Ridge  that  has  really 
captured  our  imagination,"  Gross  said.  "And  that  is,  50  percent  of  the 
population  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  is  under  age  21.  So  in  the  long 
term,  we  really  believe  the  economic  revitalization  of  this  reservation  . . 

. includes  work  we  can  do  with  the  youth." 

What  will  that  work  be?  What  will  programming  at  the  youth  center  focus 
on?  Using  mentors  and  tutors,  for  one,  to  get  reservation  kids  off  the 
street  and  back  into  classrooms  so  they  aren't  counted  among  an  abysmal 
60  percent  high  school  dropout  rate. 

It  will  involve  counseling  to  try  to  reduce  the  number  of  births  to 
single  teen-age  mothers,  of  youth  on  drugs  and  alcohol,  and  of  young 
people  dying  because  of  suicide,  car  accidents  or  other  causes. 

It  will  include  efforts  to  improve  youth  fitness  and  health,  along  with 
their  employment  rates. 

The  center  will  include  a soccer  field  and  lighted  baseball  field.  Chick 
Big  Crow  said.  The  new  pool  means  children  will  no  longer  have  to  be  bused 
to  border  towns  to  swim.  And  the  center  should  employ  40  people  full  time 
and  part  time,  thus  giving  young  people  exposure  to  work  opportunities. 

Learning  the  value  of  work  is  critical  on  a reservation  where  the 
alternatives  are  crime,  alcoholism  and  violence.  Chick  Big  Crow  knows  that 
reality  personally.  She  had  to  suspend  the  teen  programs  at  the  recreation 
center  last  November  when  she  couldn't  find  adequate  people  to  staff  them. 

"It's  hard  here  to  get  people  into  jobs  as  mentors  and  leaders  to 
children  who  are  drug  and  alcohol  free,"  she  said.  "That's  the  frustration, 
because  we  have  the  finances  to  pay  them.  But  finding  people  who  aren't 
affected  by  drugs  and  alcohol,  that's  the  hard  part." 

lob  training  and  tutoring 

Those  are  issues  where  the  Youth  Opportunities  grant  can  tie  into  the 
wellness  center,  said  Angie  Eagle  Bull,  director  of  the  lob  Training 
Partnership  Act  on  the  reservation  and  spokesperson  for  the  Youth 
Opportunities  grant.  Though  some  of  those  dollars  will  be  earmarked  for 
recreational  activities,  much  of  it  will  go  for  tutoring,  job  training, 
and  drug  and  alcohol  counseling. 

"We  do  intend  to  work  together  with  the  center  once  it  is  built,"  Eagle 
Bull  said.  "We're  hoping  it  will  offer  us  some  office  space.  And  we  hope 
to  run  some  of  our  programs  out  of  there." 

The  grant  provides  $4  million  the  first  year  to  serve  750  youth.  Eagle 
Bull  said.  They're  going  to  target  children  at  risk  in  the  educational 
system  and  try  to  keep  them  in  school  with  the  enticement  of  part-time, 
paying  jobs,  she  said.  They  also  will  work  on  getting  dropouts  back  into 
school  to  earn  their  General  Educational  Development  diploma,  or  to  get 
job  training. 

Elsewhere  around  the  reservation,  good  things  are  occurring  now  in  the 


aftermath  of  Clinton's  visit,  despite  the  tribal  government  unrest. 

In  response  to  the  president's  call  for  private  investment  in  Pine 
Ridge's  future.  Gateway  has  given  $50,000  to  Oglala  Lakota  College  to 
purchase  computers,  and  Microsoft  has  committed  $300,000  to  the  college 
in  software.  Both  will  be  used  to  develop  an  information  technology 
degree  at  the  school. 

And  planning  continues  on  projects  evolving  through  the  Empowerment  Zone. 
Even  with  the  turmoil,  the  tribe  and  the  Empowerment  Zone's  board  of 
directors  signed  a Memorandum  of  Operations  agreement  on  March  15  in 
Porcupine. 

Gross  believes  the  $20  million  committed  through  USDA  could  potentially 
help  tribal  communities  access  another  $80  million  in  federal  and  private 
funds  during  the  next  decade. 

Those  dollars  will  help  to  train  and  place  1,000  Oglala  into  jobs.  It 
will  be  used  to  ensure  that  at  least  90  percent  of  reservation  residents 
have  access  to  safe,  affordable  housing.  It  will  go  toward  improving 
education  standards.  And  it  will  help  to  provide  the  basic  needs  of 
families,  giving  them  access  to  water,  telephones,  day  care  and  public 
transportation . 

Proposed  Empowerment  Zone  projects  include  building  a facility  in  Kyle 
for  fire  and  ambulance  equipment,  planting  grass  and  putting  up  fences  in 
Pine  Ridge,  and  controlling  the  trash  that  blows  into  town  from  the  dump. 

Building  job  structure 

To  a larger  degree,  the  Empowerment  Zone  wants  to  assist  the  nine 
districts  established  within  its  boundaries  with  reasonable  job  creation. 
Gross  said.  In  most  cases,  those  efforts  will  be  on  smaller  scales, 
encouraging  family  businesses  that  are  culturally  relevant  to  the  people. 

"It  probably  means  trying  to  find  as  many  economic  activities  as  close 
to  home  as  possible  to  overcome  transportation  problems  for  many  of  these 
families,"  Gross  said. 

One  example  they've  explored  is  a company  out  of  Colorado  that  builds 
birdhouses.  They  could  potentially  hire  10  to  15  families  to  produce  up  to 
10  birdhouses  a day  for  them,  using  bark  and  other  natural  wood  products 
at  hand  on  the  reservation.  Gross  said. 

"And  you  could  keep  people  right  at  home  to  do  that,"  he  said. 

Along  with  Empowerment  Zone  efforts.  Rural  Development  staff  has 
developed  and  worked  to  fund  a variety  of  projects  on  the  reservation, 
including  multifamily  housing  projects,  water  and  wastewater  projects, 
money  for  a landfill  and  for  medical  vans  and  dollars  for  a tribal 
tourism  business. 

Beyond  all  of  that,  one  of  Clinton's  goals  in  his  visit  was  to  nurture 
private  investment  on  the  reservation  through  incentives  such  as  tax 
breaks.  An  opportunity  being  nurtured  now  by  HUD  and  Rural  Development  is 
an  interest  by  Dow  Chemical  Co.  in  building  a particleboard  factory  that 
would  employ  80  people  on  the  reservation. 

The  production  of  particleboard  from  wheat  straw  would  have  several 
implications  for  the  tribe  and  South  Dakota,  said  Bob  Ecoffey, 
superintendent  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Agency. 

For  one,  wheat  straw  is  a waste  product  available  throughout  the  Midwest, 
Ecoffey  said.  And  the  production  of  the  particleboard  could  be  used  in  a 
house-manufacturing  industry  on  the  reservation,  he  and  Gross  said.  That, 
in  turn,  would  increase  the  need  for  carpenters,  cabinet  makers  and  other 
jobs  that  tribal  members  could  be  trained  to  do. 

A house-manufacturing  plant  also  would  address  the  chronic  need  for  safe, 
affordable  housing  among  the  Oglala.  Tribal  officials  estimate  there  is  a 
need  for  2,000  to  3,000  new  dwellings  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  Three, 
four  and  five  families  are  forced  to  crowd  into  inadequate  housing  while 
the  waiting  period  for  new  houses  often  stretches  to  five  years. 

If  the  reservation  can  lure  such  industry,  whether  it  be  a house- 
manufacturing plant,  a credit-card  company  or  a reservation  center.  Gross 
said  the  Empowerment  Zone  is  ready  to  tie  into  places  such  as  Oglala 
Lakota  College  or  the  tribal  Welfare  to  Work  program  to  provide  the 
necessary  training. 

Obviously,  the  turmoil  between  Salway  and  his  council  could  hinder  such 


plans.  Tribal  members  understand  that  very  well,  and  openly  worry  about  it. 

Two  weeks  ago,  Albert  Sharp  of  the  Empowerment  Zone's  board  of  directors 
voiced  the  frustration  shared  by  many  tribal  members  when  he  said  the 
unrest  could  thwart  the  kind  of  economic  development  Dow  is  considering. 

"I  don't  know.  They  probably  won't  even  come  back  to  the  table  now," 

Sharp  said. 

That's  not  necessarily  true,  said  Rebecca  Evans,  communications  director 
for  Dow  Chemical's  Polyurethanes  Business.  While  she  wouldn't  talk  about 
the  unrest  at  Pine  Ridge,  she  did  say  that  her  company  continues  to  study 
the  feasibility  of  locating  on  the  reservation. 

"We  have  yet  to  determine  if  it  will  be  viable,"  Evans  said  from  her 
Midland,  Mich.,  office.  "But  we  are  continuing  our  analysis.  The  project 
is  still  being  assessed." 

Awaiting  end  to  turmoil 

In  other  words,  nothing  has  been  eliminated  yet,  Evans  said.  But  people 
like  Her  Many  Horses  and  Ecoffey  know  that  could  change. 

"Until  things  stabilize  here,  I don't  know  if  any  company  will  be 
willing  to  invest  large  amounts  of  dollars  here,"  Ecoffey  said.  "Every  day 
we  as  a tribe  are  unable  to  sit  down  and  take  advantage  of  opportunities 
like  Dow  because  of  the  political  infighting,  it  makes  it  very  difficult 
for  us." 

And  so  the  clock  is  ticking  on  this  new  era  of  prosperity  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation.  The  federal  faucets  are  ready  to  flow.  The 
opportunities  awaiting  the  Oglala  are  as  great  as  any  they  have  known. 

Now  if  their  politicians  can  only  quit  fighting  among  themselves. 

"Despite  the  internal  problems  going  on  here,  there  are  a lot  of 
dedicated  tribal  people  continuing  to  do  their  jobs  and  work  for  change," 
Ecoffey  said.  "That  won't  end.  I know  that.  And  I do  believe  good  things 
are  coming  for  this  reservation . " 

Reach  reporter  Steve  Young  at  331-2306  or  syoung@argusleader . com 
http: //www. a rgus leader . com/news/Sundayfeature. shtml 
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RED  CLOUD  BUILDING,  PINE  RIDGE  AGENCY,  SOUTH  DAKOTA: 

OST  AUDIT  RELEASED  - GROSS  MISMANAGEMENT  OF  TRIBE'S  FUNDS! 

A "draft"  version  of  the  1999  General  Fund  audit  for  the  Oglala  Sioux 
Tribe  was  released  yesterday  afternoon  to  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate.  The  50+ 
pages  of  findings/recommendations  show  gross  mismanagement  of  federal 
funds  allocated  to  the  members  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe.  The  Grass  Roots 
Oyate  believe  that  because  the  Tribal  Treasurer  is  considered  the 
"custodian  of  tribal  funds",  he  should  be  directly  responsible  for  the 
mismanagement.  Additionally,  they  say,  the  Tribe's  contracted  C.P.A., 

John  Donham  is  also  closely  involved  in  the  failure  to  provide  accurate 
accounting  services  for  a Tribe  that  receives  nearly  $100  million  dollars 
a year  in  federal  funding. 

The  audit  shows  that,  ".the  1999  budget  was  not  monitored  and  amended  on 
a monthly  basis  and  presented  to  the  Tribal  Council  for  approval.  Some  of 
the  budgeted  line  items  were  not  spent  at  all  or  were  under  spent.  Some 
of  the  line  items  were  over  spent  by  a material  amount."  For  example: 
a..  *Miscellaneous  Line  Item  was  over  spent  by  $959,854.27 


b. .  *Fringe  Benefits  Line  Item  was  oven  spent  by  $137,243.05 

c. .  *Prior  Year  Obligations  Line  Item  was  over  spent  by  $82,753.13 

(budgeted=$0) 

According  to  the  auditing  firm,  Arobba  & Associates,  the  report  has  been 
handed  over  to  the  FBI  and  U.S.  Attorney's  office  in  Rapid  City,  S.D.  It 
will  be  their  responsibility  to  determine  if  any  of  Arobba' s findings  are 
considered  criminal  fraud  or  embezzlement. 

In  a blatant  effort  to  save  face  prior  to  the  release  of  the  financial 
audit,  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council  members  requested  a negotiation  meeting 
with  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  a group  of  tribal  members  that  have 
maintained  peaceful  control  of  the  Tribe's  administrative  offices  since 
January  16th.  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud  of  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  issued  a 
statement  yesterday  to  inform  the  Tribal  Council  that  there  can  be  no 
negotiations  until  Tribal  Treasurer,  Wesley  "Chuck"  Jacobs  is  permanently 
removed  from  all  Tribal  government  positions.  An  audit  of  the  Tribe's 
1999  Indirect  Cost  Fund  is  underway  and  is  expected  to  show  additional 
findings  of  mismanagement  and  possibly  criminal  activities. 

Meanwhile,  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  well  into  their  10th  week  of  occupying 
the  Red  Cloud  Building,  are  diligently  working  on  reformulating  their 
government  to  better  serve  all  members  of  their  Tribe.  Renowned 
constitutional  attorney.  Dean  Cycon  is  providing  free  technical  services 
to  assist  in  this  process.  He  will  be  traveling  to  Pine  Ridge  in 
approximately  two  weeks  to  conduct  district  meetings  to  encompass  reform 
ideas  from  all  tribal  members. 

The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  contend  that  they  will  remain  in  the  Tribal 
building  until  their  demands  are  met.  These  demands  include  an  audit  of 
the  BIA  Land  Office,  a land  audit  of  the  Tribe's  primary  bank.  First 
National  Bank  of  Gordon,  Neb.,  and  a five-year,  full  forensic  audit  of 
the  Tribe's  financials.  Gaining  momentum  and  international  attention,  the 
Grass  Roots  Oyate  are  at  a crucial  juncture.  They  have,  in  essence,  acted 
as  a role  model  for  many  indigenous  nations  to  hold  their  leaders 
accountable  to  the  people  at  the  grass  roots  level.  Tribes  from  all  over 
the  Northern  Hemisphere  are  encouraging  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  to  stand 
their  ground  and  not  be  misled  by  threats  of  economic  sanctions  by  the 
U.S.  government. 

For  further  information,  please  contact  Floyd  Hand,  or  Media  Coordinator 
Dale  Looks  Twice  at  (605)  867-5303. 

As  with  all  my  emails  concerning  the  Occupation  Peoples  please  forward  to 

any  and  all  interested  parties  in  its  entirety 
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Senator  Visits  Burial  Site 

The  hills  glowed  in  the  golden  sunset  and  the  coyotes  howled  in  the 
distance  when  Senator  Tim  Johnson  )SD-D)  visited  the  White  Swan  burial 
site  this  evening  and  asked  "how  could  this  have  happened?"  Johnson, 
accompanied  by  aide  Mitch  Stewart  and  members  of  the  Yankton  sioux  Tribe, 
was  taken  on  a tour  of  the  area  before  participating  in  a prayer  ceremony. 

Remains  from  relatives  of  tribal  members  were  buried  last  month  at  the 
site,  more  than  two  months  after  scattered  bones  were  discovered  laying  on 
the  dry  riverbed  of  the  Missouri  River.  The  Senator's  office  has  been  in 
constant  contact  with  the  Tribe  about  this  matter  and  has  been  of 
invaluable  assistance. 


The  Senator  was  presented  with  gifts  by  young  women  from  the  Braveheart 
Society.  Sage,  tobacco,  corn,  sweetgrass,  bitterroot,  and  chiaca 
(medicinal)  tea  were  given  with  simple  words  about  their  purposes.  These 
medicines  were  all  found  along  the  river  historically  and  are  in  danger  of 
being  lost  to  development.  Ceremonial  songs  were  sung  and  prayers  were 
offered  in  a circle  at  the  burial  site.  The  Senator  and  his  aide  were 
smudged  with  sage  and  given  tea  to  drink  for  protection  and  good  health  as 
they  stood  next  to  the  burial  mound  topped  by  an  eagle  feather  staff.  The 
Braveheart  girls  offered  a prayer  song  in  their  sweet,  melodious  voices, 
and  an  elected  tribal  official  sang  a song  for  inspiration  with  his  strong, 
clear  voice. 

Before  journeying  to  the  site,  the  Senator  sat  down  with  about  twenty 
tribal  members  at  the  Fort  Randall  Casino  to  discuss  the  matter.  There  the 
Senator  raised  several  questions  of  Corps  tribal  liaison  David  Vader  about 
the  issue,  namely,  why  were  the  remains  not  removed  in  the  first  place. 
Vader  responded,  "We  were  required  to  remove  the  existing  charted 
gravesites.  Working  through  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  Corps  was 
responsible  for  putting  out  contracts  for  removal  and  reinterment  of  the 
remains... We  have  found  that  this  has  unfortunately  happened  before... I 
don't  think  that  there  was  ever  100%  recovery  of  any  of  the  cemeteries.  We 
are  trying  to  raise  the  level  of  consciousness  within  the  Corps  about 
these  issues." 

The  Senator  also  expressed  concern  about  the  sanctity  of  graves  and 
grave  goods,  sacred  artifacts  which  may  have  been  buried  with  remains  and 
which  are  highly  coveted  by  "pot-hunters."  Faith  Spotted  Eagle,  a 
descendant  of  the  White  Swan  Band  of  the  Ihanktonwan  (Yankton)  Tribe, 
responded,  that  it  was  a major  concern. 

The  Senator,  upon  viewing  photographs  of  the  loose,  scattered  remains 
before  the  collection,  said,  "It  seems  almost  beyond  belief  that  this  has 
happened . " 
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Concerns  Of  American  Indians  Getting  Increasing  Attention 
By  Margaret  Stafford 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (AP)  _ American  Indians  who  live  along  the  Missouri 
River  are  getting  increased  attention  during  the  revision  of  the 
management  plan  for  the  river. 

Some  speakers  at  a Law  of  the  Missouri  River  conference  this  week  said 
the  28  tribes  that  have  water  rights  along  the  river  are  becoming  more 
politically  organized  and  will  be  a potent  force  in  any  management  plan 
that  is  finally  approved. 

The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  has  been  working  on  a new  Master  Water 
Control  Manual  for  nearly  11  years.  The  manual  sets  corps  policy  on  water 
releases  from  six  dams  in  eastern  Montana  and  the  Dakotas. 

Rosemary  Flargrave,  the  corps'  project  manager  for  the  manual,  said  the 
tribes'  concerns  have  not  been  properly  considered  in  the  past. 

"We  did  a lot  of  talking  to  the  tribes,  rather  than  with  them,"  Flargrave 
said.  "More  government-to-government  consultation  with  the  tribes  has 
really  only  been  going  on  for  the  last  one-and-a-half  years. 

"We  are  committed  to  being  much  more  sensitive  to  the  tribes,"  she  said. 

Most  of  the  speeches  at  the  two-day  conference  centered  on  legal  issues, 
environmental  concerns  and  river  users  such  as  power  plants,  farmers  and 
navigation.  But  some  speakers  said  determining  how  to  deal  with  the 
tribes'  rights  will  influence  all  other  decisions. 

The  impact  of  the  tribes'  water  claims  may  still  be  underestimated,  said 
Peter  Capossela,  an  attorney  from  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  who  represents  several 
tribes . 

"The  issues  of  the  Native  Americans  have  the  potential  to  become  the 


predominant  issue  in  water  negotiations/'  Capossela  said. 

No  one  has  quantified  what  amount  of  water  the  tribes  are  entitled  to, 
but  Capossela  said  it  will  be  substantial.  He  predicted  the  amount  could 
exceed  any  reserve  water  supplies  in  models  being  used  to  determine  the 
Missouri  River's  future. 

And  he  cited  several  court  decisions  that  have  made  it  clear  the  tribes' 
water  rights  are  legal  and  far-reaching. 

"Indian  water  rights  are  going  to  impact  your  folks'  clients/'  Capossela 
told  the  government  officials  and  lawyers  attending  the  conference. 

"It  may  require  water  marketing  with  the  tribes  in  the  future/'  he  said. 

The  money  that  tribes  may  make  from  the  their  water  rights  is  not  the 
most  important  point,  said  Pemina  Yellow  Bird,  an  Indian  who  is  a 
consultant  for  several  tribes.  She  said  the  land  and  water  are  the 
lifeblood  of  the  tribes,  with  cultural,  historical  and  spiritual  value. 

Yellow  Bird  chastised  organizers  of  the  group  for  not  having  a 
representative  of  American  Indians  as  a speaker  during  the  two-day 
conference. 

"We  have  had  to  fight  and  elbow  our  way  onto  the  table  to  be  involved  in 
these  discussions,"  she  said.  "I  am  disappointed  that  no  one  from  the 
indigenous  peoples  was  allowed  to  tell  you  why  this  issue  is  so  important 
to  us . 

"You  need  to  consider  these  issues  not  only  because  it  is  the  law,  but 
also  because  it  is  so  important.  It  has  to  matter." 

Capossela  noted  how  the  federal  government  worked  hard  to  protect  white 
settlements  on  the  river  when  the  dams  were  built  and  consistently  placed 
them  where  they  would  inundate  Indian  land. 

"There  is  no  place  that  I can  cross  the  Missouri  River  where  I can't 
think  of  my  clients  having  villages  that  are  now  under  water,"  he  said. 

"The  Corps  of  Engineers  did  this  to  the  people  I work  for  on  purpose. 

"These  issues  to  the  tribes  drive  the  Missouri  River  policy  issues.  This 
history  should  drive  all  policy  discussions." 
c.  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved 
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Sub j : Ward  Valley  update 

Yesterday,  the  Court  of  Federal  Claims  in  Washington  DC  dismissed  US 
Ecology's  lawsuit  on  Ward  Valley.  Agreeing  with  the  District  Court,  which 
had  previously  dismissed  a parallel  suit  in  that  court,  the  Court  of  Claims 
found  that  US  Ecology  had  no  contract  for  the  Ward  Valley  land.  US  Ecology 
had  argued  that  the  Bush  Administration  in  its  last  hours  in  office  had 
"sold"  Ward  Valley  to  California  for  use  as  a radioactive  waste  dump.  The 
court  disagreed,  finding  that  the  Bush  Administration  had  violated  an 
injunction  when  it  tried  to  transfer  the  land.  Having  acted  illegally, 
there  was  no  contract,  and  thus  US  Ecology  has  no  claim. 

It  is  a great  victory,  one  that  wouldn't  have  occurred  had  environmental 
groups  not  been  an  intervenor  in  the  District  Court  case  where  we  made 
exactly  the  arguments  on  which  both  courts  based  their  decisions.  The 
federal  government  couldn't  make  those  arguments,  because  it  would  be  in  the 
awkward  position  of  arguing  that  it,  albeit  in  a different  administration, 
had  broken  the  law.  Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  contributed  to  the  legal 
effort . 

The  legal  fight  isn't  over  yet,  however.  US  Ecology  has  appealed  the 
earlier  District  Court  ruling.  Its  opening  brief  is  due  at  the  end  of 
April;  our  response  brief  due  the  following  month.  So  we  aren't  fully  out 
of  the  woods  on  the  legal  front. 

Now  the  not-so-good  news:  The  Advisory  Group  established  by  Governor 
Davis  to  review  alternatives  to  Ward  Valley  continues  as  imbalanced  as 
before,  dominated  by  waste  generators.  The  "science  panel"  that  is  to 
report  to  the  Advisory  Group,  even  more  imbalanced  in  terms  of  nuclear 
perspectives,  is  about  to  propose  four  alternative  approaches.  Two  of  the 
four  options  involve  starting  a whole  new  Ward  Valley  process,  albeit  at  a 


different  location,  for  a new  dump  in  California  for  long-lived  nuclear 
power  plant  wastes.  Unless  successfully  opposed,  we  are  faced  with 
another  ten-year  struggle  over  "Son  of  Ward  Valley."  We  need  to  prevent 
that  from  happening. 

The  Advisory  Group  meets  Monday,  April  3,  at  UCLA,  in  Coveil  Commons, 

Grand  Horizon  Room,  from  10  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  We  need  to  get  as  many  people 
as  possible  there,  to  let  this  stacked  panel  know  we  will  not  stand  for 
"Ward  Valley  II."  I hope  you  can  make  it  there. 

This  is  the  last  meeting  of  the  Advisory  Group  in  LA;  the  final  meeting, 
to  approve  their  final  report,  is  currently  scheduled  to  be  in  San  Francisco 
at  UCSF  on  April  26. 

Thanks  for  all  your  help  in  this  fight. 

Dan  Hirsch 

Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap 
(831)  462-6136;  (310)  478-0829 
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Dudge  dismisses  waste  site  suit 

Advocates  of  Ward  Valley  low-level  radioactive  waste  dump  lose  one  of  two 
efforts  to  keep  project  alive. 

March  29,  2000  - San  Bernardino  Sun 
ANDREW  SILVA 

SAN  BERNARDINO  One  of  the  federal  lawsuits  to  keep  the  proposed  low-level 
radioactive  waste  dump  at  Ward  Valley  alive  was  dismissed  this  week  by  the 
U.S.  Court  of  Federal  Claims,  said  an  environmental  group  fighting  the 
project . 

"I  think  it's  good  news,"  said  Donathan  Parfrey,  executive  director  of 
Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility.  "Before  this.  Ward  Valley  was 
95-percent  dead,  and  now  it's  98-percent  dead." 

U.S.  Ecology,  the  company  that  holds  the  state  license  to  build  and 
operate  the  dump  about  20  miles  west  of  Needles  in  the  Mojave  Desert,  had 
sought  monetary  damages  from  the  federal  government  for  its  failure  to 
transfer  the  land  to  the  A1  California  Department  of  Health  Services. 

Company  officials  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

The  1,000  acres  on  which  the  dump  would  be  located  is  owned  by  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  and  would  have  to  be  transferred  to  the  state  for 
the  project  to  go  forward. 

The  plan  called  for  the  waste  to  be  buried  in  unlined  trenches,  and 
opponents  worried  it  would  eventually  contaminate  the  Colorado  River  about 
20  miles  away. 

The  decision  by  Dudge  Robert  Hodges  in  Washington,  D.C.,  said  a transfer 
of  the  land  in  the  waning  minutes  of  the  Bush  administration  in  Danuary 
1993  violated  a previously  issued  temporary  restraining  order,  making  the 
transfer  void. 

A related  but  separate  case  is  still  on  its  way  to  a federal  appeals 
court.  A federal  judge  last  year  declined  to  force  the  federal  government 
to  transfer  the  land  to  the  state  in  a case  that  was  brought  by  U.S. 

Ecology  and  California  when  Pete  Wilson  was  governor. 

After  initially  saying  they  would  not  appeal  the  ruling,  U.S.  Ecology 
officials  decided  to  go  ahead  anyway,  while  Gov.  Gray  Davis  said  the  state 
would  not  join  the  appeal. 

The  San  Bernardino  County  Board  of  Supervisors  on  Tuesday  decided  to  have 
attorneys  draft  a friend  of  the  court  brief,  arguing  to  the  appeals  court 
that  the  project  needs  further  environmental  review.  The  universities, 
hospitals  and  industries  that  generate  low-level  waste  continue  to  support 
Ward  Valley. 

"The  decision  does  not  produce  an  alternative  (to  Ward  Valley),"  said 
Alan  Pasternak,  technical  director  of  the  California  Radioactive  Materials 
Management  Forum,  a coalition  of  radioactive  waste  generators. 


He  could  not  comment  further  on  the  decision  because  he  had  not  seen  it. 

Davis  appointed  a commission  last  year,  led  by  University  of  California 
President  Richard  Atkinson,  to  seek  alternatives  to  Ward  Valley,  but  the 
composition  of  the  panel  was  criticized  by  environmental  groups,  who  charge 
the  panel  is  largely  made  up  of  waste  generators. 

"I  have  a concern  that  the  alternatives  are  being  honed  to  focus  ...  on 
shallow  land  burial,"  similar  to  the  Ward  Valley  proposal,  said  San 
Bernardino  County  2nd  District  Supervisor  Don  Mikels,  who  serves  on  the 
board . 

Parfrey  of  Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility  also  serves  on  the  panel 
and  has  the  same  concern  as  Mikels. 

"What  we're  trying  to  stop  is  'son  of  Ward  Valley,'"  he  said. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 
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Catawbas  will  appeal  denial  of  a place  on  tribal  roll  March  27,  2000  c. 
Associated  Press 

CATAWBA  INDIAN  RESERVATION  - Catawba  Indians  who  have  been  denied  a 
place  on  the  official  tribal  roll  say  they  will  appeal  the  decision  to  the 
federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Western  Catawbas  are  descendants  of  five  families  who  left  the 
reservation  in  the  1880s  with  Mormon  missionaries.  Because  they  were  not 
included  on  two  tribal  rolls  compiled  in  the  mid-20th  Century,  they  are 
being  denied  a place  on  the  current  tribal  roll. 

"This  should  be  a healing  event  instead  of  a divisive  event,"  said 
Cynthia  Walsh,  a Western  Catawba  and  attorney  from  New  Mexico.  "What  we 
are  seeking  to  do  is  unify  all  Catawba  people,  a stronger  force  for  the 
next  generation  to  follow." 

Western  Catawbas  say  they  can  positively  trace  their  ancestry  to  tribal 
members,  but  tribal  officials  say  that  alone  is  not  enough  to  list  them  on 
the  tribal  roll. 

The  tribal  roll  must  be  printed  three  times  as  public  record  before 
becoming  final.  The  second  printing  in  the  Federal  Register  occurred  Dec. 
22. 

For  a tribal  member  to  be  on  the  roll,  the  law  states,  the  person  must 
have  been  living  Oct.  27,  1993,  when  the  settlement  was  signed;  must  be 
listed  on  or  be  lineal  descendants  of  persons  listed  on  the  1961  or  1943 
membership  rolls;  or  the  Catawba  Executive  Committee  must  have  determined 
that  a particular  individual,  or  his  or  her  lineal  ancestors,  should  have 
been  listed  on  those  rolls  but  was  not. 

Western  Catawba  Wayne  Head  says  tribal  leaders  are  unfairly  excluding 
the  Western  Catawba  and  have  violated  the  tribe's  bylaws  in  creating  the 
current  roll. 

In  an  e-mail  to  The  (Rock  Hill)  Herald,  Head  wrote:  "Why  did  the 
Executive  Committee  circumvent  the  current  Catawba  By-laws  and 
Constitution  by  not  putting  the  enrollment  applications  before  the  Tribal 


Council  as  required  by  the  by-laws  and  constitution?" 

Tribal  leaders  also  failed  to  notify  the  Western  Catawbas  by  certified 
mail  about  their  denial,  as  required  by  law,  Walsh  said. 

At  stake  is  each  enrolled  Catawba's  share  of  an  $8  million  settlement 
the  tribe  reached  in  1993  with  the  state  and  federal  governments.  Only 
enrolled  members  will  share  in  the  settlement. 

Tribal  historian  Tom  Blumer  said  the  Western  Catawba's  exclusion  goes 
back  to  another  dispute  about  money  - in  the  1890s,  state  officials 
decided  that  Catawbas  who  didn't  live  in  South  Carolina  were  not  Catawba 
for  the  purpose  of  appropriating  funds.  Those  lists  evolved  into  the  1943 
roll . 

"From  the  very  beginning,  the  roll  was  about  money,"  Blumer  said. 

Walsh  also  has  filed  a protest  to  the  U.S.  government  to  stop  the  roll 
process  until  an  ongoing  lawsuit  between  tribal  leaders  and  a group  of 
dissident  members  is  resolved. 

Sixteen  members  of  the  Catawba  Indian  Nation  filed  a federal  lawsuit 
calling  for  new  elections  in  1998.  No  elections  have  been  held  at  the 
reservation  since  the  1993  settlement.  Tribal  leaders  say  they  are  waiting 
for  final  approval  of  the  roll  to  clear  the  way  for  passing  a new  tribal 
constitution  and  electing  a new  tribal  council. 

In  January,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  released  a statement  agreeing 
with  the  dissidents'  argument,  but  stating  that  a new  membership  roll  is 
required  before  a vote  on  a new  tribal  constitution. 
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California  AG  creates  Native  American  Affairs  Office 
By  Dames  May 
Today  correspondent 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  - Fulfilling  a 1998  campaign  promise,  California 
Attorney  General  Bill  Lockyer  opened  an  Office  of  Native  American  Affairs 
within  the  Department  of  Justice  on  March  1. 

Department  sources  say  this  is  the  first  time  a state  has  opened  such  a 
specialized  office  for  Indian  people. 

California's  Native  American  governments  are  important  partners  in  our 
state.  The  Office  of  Native  American  Affairs  will  help  foster  respectful 
government-to-government  relationships  with  California's  sovereign  Indian 
Nations,  "he  wrote  in  an  official  release  publicizing  the  opening. 

Olin  Jones  from  Chickasaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma  has  been  appointed  director 
of  the  new  division.  Fie  is  quick  to  point  out  that  in  addition  to  the 
California-based  sovereign  Indian  Nations  mentioned  by  Attorney  General 
Lockyer,  his  office  will  also  service  all  Californians  of  Native  American 
heritage.  This  is  an  important  distinction  because  the  majority  of  the 
estimated  300,000  Native  People  in  California  are  from  tribes  from  other 
states . 

Jones,  a graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Dakota,  has  worked  with  the 
Attorney  Generals  Office  since  1996.  He  spent  most  of  the  last  decade 
working  with  Indian  tribes  on  crime  prevention  issues  though  he  envisions 
the  office  handling  a much  wider  range  of  issues. 

Crime  prevention  is  important,  but  I see  that  as  part  of  a larger  issue. 
The  first  thing  that  we  want  to  is  make  sure  that  the  tribes  create  law 
enforcement  capabilities  to  police  their  own  reservations  and  enterprises" , 
says  Jones. 

This,  believes  Jones,  is  a concrete  gesture  that  the  office  can  make  on 
behalf  of  tribal  sovereignty.  Sovereignty  itself  is  what  the  newly  created 
office  wants  to  guarantee. 

Sovereignty  is  in  the  United  States  Constitution  and  this  office  will  to 
the  best  of  its  capabilities  make  sure  that  we  are  there  to  make  that 


happen . " 

On  the  thornier  issue  of  federal  tribal  recognition,  Hones  is  a more 
reluctant  to  speak.  California  Indian  tribes  were  dissolved  as  official 
entities  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  20th  century.  In  the  last  few  decades 
there  has  been  a legal  free-for-all  in  the  scramble  for  tribal  recognition. 
Hones  says  California  does  not  have  the  power  to  recognize  tribes  on  the 
state  level,  as  do  several  other  states. 

Right  now,  I'm  not  quite  sure  what  this  office  can  do.  Its  a federal 
issue  as  far  as  we  can  tell  right  now.  I'm  reluctant  to  say  anything 
because  I don't  want  to  get  a flood  of  calls  from  people  wanting  this  help. 
It's  a complex  situation.  If  we  can  do  anything,  it  would  probably  be  in 
mediation" . 

Hones  sees  mediation  in  Native  legal  issues  as  the  primary  tool.  We 
don't  want  to  interfere  in  local  issues.  Mostly  what  we'd  do  is  act  as  an 
intermediary  between  the  entities  in  dispute  and  see  if  we  couldn't  find  a 
way  to  resolve  the  problem" . 
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Fading  Indian  Languages  Carry  a Powerful  Message 
By:  Agustin  Gurza 
c.  LA  Times 

Tuesday,  March  28,  2000 

To  many  Native  Americans,  language  is  a gift  from  God.  They  believe  it  is 
bestowed  on  the  people  by  their  Maker,  like  the  ability  to  breathe  or  to 
think.  To  them,  so  sacred  is  the  genesis  of  speech  that  they  include  it  in 
their  creation  stories.  Language  is  what  makes  people  who  they  are,  says 
Ofelia  Zepeda,  professor  of  linguistics  at  the  University  of  Arizona,  and 
a member  of  the  Tohono  O'odham,  or  desert  people,  a Southwestern  tribe 
formerly  known  as  the  Papago. 

But  just  as  language  is  born,  so  can  it  die.  That's  what  is  so  sad  about 
the  once-thriving  languages  of  Native  American  peoples,  says  Zepeda,  an 
expert  on  endangered  Indian  languages.  From  Alaska  to  the  Mexican  border, 
from  Hawaii  to  the  Canadian  frontier,  Indian  tongues  are  facing  imminent 
extinction . 

In  some  smaller  tribes,  only  a handful  of  elders  can  still  communicate 
in  the  language  of  their  ancestors.  When  their  generation  dies,  their 
language,  their  worldview  and  their  way  of  life  will  also  disappear.  One 
expert  predicts  that  more  than  175  distinct  tongues  will  become  extinct  by 
2060. 

Recently,  language  loss  has  been  more  gradual  and  tribes  were  unsure  how 
to  stop  it.  "We  knew  it  was  happening,  but  to  tell  the  world  was  another 
thing,"  says  Zepeda,  46.  "It's  a sad  thing  to  tell  them  now." 

I met  Zepeda  last  week  in  San  Francisco  at  the  25th  annual  conference  of 
the  California  Assn,  for  Bilingual  Education.  In  a gentle,  almost 
melancholy  tone,  she  talked  about  belated  efforts  to  revive  moribund 
Indian  languages. 

I had  been  invited  to  address  the  conference  the  night  before,  following 
presentations  to  six  schools  whose  bilingual  programs  earned  the 
association's  Seal  of  Excellence.  Washington  Elementary  in  Santa  Ana  was 
the  only  Southern  California  school  among  those  honored. 

I thought  bilingual  educators  themselves  would  be  an  endangered  species 
by  now,  but  I was  wrong. 

The  conference  drew  more  than  7,000  teachers,  principals  and  parents  who 
rallied  around  a theme  that  seems  quixotic  in  our  state  today:  "Bi- 
literacy for  all."  After  a demoralizing  blow  from  political  efforts  to 
destroy  bilingual  education,  true  believers  have  started  to  recoup  their 


confidence. 

I couldn't  help  but  compare  the  drive  to  defend  bilingual  programs  with 
the  lonely  work  of  Zepeda  and  others  to  rescue  dying  languages.  Both 
causes  require  hard,  uphill  battles.  Ironically,  it  was  the  birth  of 
bilingual  education  a generation  ago  that  sparked  many  Indians  to  focus  on 
saving  their  own  native  tongues. 

Now  it's  the  story  of  Native  American  languages  that  gives  us  a powerful 
reminder  of  what's  at  stake  in  the  debate  over  bilingual  education. 

In  a previous  column,  I suggested  that  this  country's  historic  hostility 
toward  any  language  other  than  English  is  oppressive  and  colonial.  Some 
readers--and  a talk  show  host  or  two--ridiculed  my  analysis.  But  at  the 
time,  even  I was  unaware  of  the  intensity  of  the  U.S.  campaign  to 
obliterate  Indian  tongues,  a linguistic  war  documented  by  The  Times  as 
part  of  a series  in  Danuary  on  how  language  shapes  our  hearts  and  minds. 

In  1868,  for  example,  a federal  commission  on  Indian  affairs  concluded 
that  much  of  the  nation's  troubles  could  be  traced  to  the  proliferation  of 
native  languages:  "Their  barbarous  dialect  should  be  blotted  out  and  the 
English  language  substituted." 

Sound  familiar?  The  American  war  against  Indian  languages  left  a 
shameful  intellectual  legacy,  for  which  the  government  has  barely  begun  to 
make  amends.  In  1990,  Congress  passed  the  Native  American  Languages  Act, 
promising  to  protect  the  nation's  unique  languages  and  cultures.  As  a 
matter  of  policy,  the  law  encourages  the  use  of  Indian  languages  in 
public  schools  as  a way  to  enhance  student  performance.  But  wait  a minute, 
Washington!  I don't  think  that's  legal  here  in  California. 

To  be  fair,  global  commerce  and  communications  are  threatening  languages 
all  across  the  globe  in  an  era  when  English  has  become  the  language  of 
success.  You  can't  fight  the  future. 

But  somehow,  Zepeda  still  has  hope.  Many  tribes  are  working  to  rekindle 
their  languages.  Native  Americans  in  California  are  among  the  most  active. 
But  throughout  the  country,  language  preservers  are  videotaping  their 
grandparents  to  record  their  words.  They're  also  writing  new  dictionaries, 
and  going  to  special  language  camps  where  the  trees  and  streams  and  other 
natural  landmarks  are  labeled  with  their  Indian  names. 

"We  should  have  English,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  other  languages," 
says  Zavala.  "We  can  have  them  both.  It's  not  a problem  at  all." 
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'I  just  want  to  go  home' 

American  Indians  such  as  Doe  Casillas  say  they  just  want  to  reclaim  as 
their  home  Table  Mountain  --  which  offers  riches  in  more  ways  than  one.  By 
George  Hostetter  The  Fresno  Bee  (Published  March  26,  2000) 

The  tears  cascading  down  Pauline  Casillas'  cheeks  speak  louder  than  any 
words.  But  she  tries,  anyway. 

Let  our  people  come  home,  she  pleads  from  the  tiny  living  room  of  her 
cramped  Fresno  apartment.  Home  to  Table  Mountain  Rancheria. 

"This  isn't  about  us.  It's  about  the  children,"  Casillas,  33,  says  as 
she  holds  her  8-month-old  daughter,  Shania.  "They  are  our  future.  They 
need  the  tribal  strength,  the  spirit,  passed  down  to  them,  and  they  can't 
get  that  here. 

"What's  happening  is  not  right." 

What's  happening  is  a bitter  tribal  civil  war  that  reveals  a seldom  seen 
side  of  California's  relatively  new  Indian  gaming  industry.  It  is  this: 

Who  gets  to  be  officially  recognized  as  an  Indian  now  that  millions  of 
dollars  in  gambling  profits  are  flowing  annually  through  the  coffers  of 
casino-owning  tribes? 


That  question  weighs  heavily  on  the  minds  of  Doe  and  Pauline  Casillas. 
They  and  their  three  young  daughters  are  among  a coalition  of  about  100 
Mono-Chukchansi  Indians  in  the  Fresno  area  who  are  trying  to  acquire  --  or 
re-acquire,  in  their  words  --  official  recognition  as  members  of  the  Table 
Mountain  Rancheria  near  Friant. 

They  don't  have  that  status  now.  Table  Mountain  recognizes  55  adult 
Mono-Chukchansi  members  in  four  extended  families.  With  that  recognition 
comes  the  power  to  receive  Table  Mountain  Casino  profits,  reportedly  as 
high  as  $14,000  a month  per  member,  plus  periodic  bonuses. 

But  coalition  members  say  they,  too,  are  Table  Mountain  Indians  by  any 
reasonable  definition  and  have  been  recognized  as  such  for  nearly  a 
century  by  the  federal  government. 

Coalition  members  say  they  want  to  return  to  the  rancheria  because  they 
revere  their  tribal  heritage. 

"The  money  really  doesn't  matter,"  says  Doe  Casillas,  39.  "I  just  want 
to  go  home. " 

Pressed  on  the  issue,  though,  coalition  members  admit  the  money  does 
matter.  But  it's  supposed  to,  they  add. 

Indian  gambling  was  created  to  help  Indians,  they  say.  If  their  tribal 
heritage  means  they  deserve  a share  of  Table  Mountain's  bounty,  they  say, 
then  that's  all  part  of  the  design. 

The  Indians  running  the  casino  "say  they're  helping  the  community,  which 
is  great,"  says  coalition  member  Flenryetta  Lewis,  53,  of  Fresno.  "But  how 
about  your  family,  too?" 

Flardly  anyone  is  listening  to  their  pleas,  particularly  at  Table 
Mountain  where  many  of  the  coalition  members  were  raised  and  have  blood 
relatives  still  in  the  tribe.  Every  attempt  by  coalition  members  to 
return  to  the  tribe  has  been  rebuffed  not  only  by  Table  Mountain  but  by 
the  federal  government  as  well. 

Table  Mountain  Rancheria  Tribal  Chairwoman  Leanne  Walker-Grant  did  not 
return  repeated  calls  from  The  Bee. 

"We  try  to  get  help  any  place  we  can,  but  they  just  take  our  information 
and  disappear,"  says  3oe  Casillas,  a 7/16  Mono-Cassons-Yokut  Indian  whose 
great-grandparents  once  owned  land  at  Table  Mountain. 

Table  Mountain  Casino  opened  in  1987.  Coalition  members  say  they  banded 
together  to  press  their  case  as  a group  about  five  years  ago. 

Federal  authorities  agree  that  they  have  washed  their  hands  of  the 
coalition,  even  as  they  admit  that  at  least  some  of  its  100  members  were 
once  government-recognized  Table  Mountain  Indians.  The  government's 
reason:  Tribal  sovereignty  trumps  everything. 

Even,  as  a federal  official  acknowledged,  when  that  sovereignty  defies 
logic. 

A key  document  in  the  coalition's  fight  is  a six-page  1958  federal  plan 
that  divided  Table  Mountain's  160  acres  among  13  Indian  families  then 
living  there.  The  85th  Congress  was  "terminating"  numerous  rancherias  at 
the  time  in  an  effort  to  assimilate  Indians  into  mainstream  America. 

Dorson  Zunie,  a Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs'  tribal  operations  officer  in 
Sacramento,  said  the  Indians  listed  on  this  plan  were  recognized  by 
Congress  as  the  only  true  Table  Mountain  Indians. 

About  two  decades  later.  Table  Mountain  Rancheria  was  "reconstituted." 
When  this  occurs,  Zunie  said,  a census  is  taken  to  identify  which  Indians 
listed  on  the  rancheria 's  original  asset  distribution  plan  are  still 
alive.  These  Indians  form  the  foundation  for  the  rancheria's  new  tribe. 

What  appears  to  have  happened  at  Table  Mountain  is  that  enough  of  these 
Indians  were  identified  in  the  census  to  get  the  new  rancheria  recognized 
by  the  federal  government,  Zunie  said.  All  future  additions  to  Table 
Mountain's  membership  rolls  are  decided  solely  by  tribal  members,  he  said. 

There's  the  rub  for  coalition  members,  some  of  whom  were  listed  on  the 
1958  distribution  plan,  while  others  are  descendants  of  Indians  listed  on 
the  plan. 

They  say  the  census  missed  them.  They  say  they  were  never  contacted 
about  the  rancheria  starting  up  again  in  the  1980s.  When  they  realized 
what  was  going  on,  coalition  members  added,  it  was  too  late.  A smaller 
group  of  their  former  fellow  tribal  members  was  already  in  power  with  the 
backing  of  the  federal  government  and  had  no  intention  of  letting 


coalition  members  into  the  tribe,  they  say. 

Not  only  is  that  unfair,  coalition  members  say,  but  it's  also  absurd. 
How,  they  ask,  can  we  be  Table  Mountain  Indians  in  the  eyes  of  Congress 
and  the  courts  one  day  but  not  the  next? 

They  have  an  excellent  point,  Zunie  says,  but  it  doesn't  matter. 

"I  don't  know  why  people  from  Table  Mountain  would  want  to  exclude  blood 
relatives  from  the  tribe,"  he  says.  "But  that  is  their  choice." 

But  Table  Mountain's  sovereignty  may  not  protect  it  from  potentially 
costly  fallout  in  this  war. 

The  issue  of  tribal  membership  in  casino-owning  tribes  has  grown  in 
importance  since  the  passage  March  7 of  Proposition  1A.  The  measure 
legalizes  casino-style  gambling  on  California  reservations  and  all  but 
guarantees  an  explosion  in  the  state's  budding  Indian  gaming  industry.  By 
one  Wall  Street  estimate,  the  state's  Indian  gaming  industry  could  take 
in  nearly  $5  billion  by  2004,  four  times  the  current  amount. 

Nearly  60  of  the  state's  107  recognized  tribes  have  gambling  operations, 
and  many  of  them  pitched  Proposition  1A  to  voters  not  as  a path  to  easy 
riches  for  selected  Indians  but  as  a vehicle  for  a long-suffering  race  to 
achieve  self-reliance. 

Indian  self-improvement  also  was  at  the  heart  of  Gov.  Davis'  recent 
negotiations  with  57  tribes  on  gaming  compacts.  As  part  of  their  deal  with 
the  governor,  casino-owning  tribes  agreed  to  contribute  as  much  as  $1.1 
million  annually  to  each  of  the  state's  nongaming  tribes. 

It  is  an  issue  that  could  have  immense  political  ramifications  down  the 
road.  Indian  gaming  officials  say  they  know  that  gambling  on  California's 
reservations  will  last  only  as  long  as  it  retains  voter  support. 

But  what  happens  to  that  public  support  if  Indian  gaming  is  perceived  as 
helping  a few  instead  of  many? 

Leo  McElroy,  a spokesman  for  the  "No  on  1A' ' campaign,  said  the  Table 
Mountain  membership  fight  is  repeating  itself  in  casino-owning  tribes 
throughout  California.  But  the  casino  tribes'  huge  political  clout,  bought 
with  gambling  profits,  has  protected  them  from  government  interference  so 
far,  McElroy  said. 

That  could  change  if  Indian  gaming  starts  to  hurt  California's  economy 
and  image,  McElroy  says. 

"People  really  do  vote  their  pocketbooks, " McElroy  says.  "Add  to  that 
some  moral  outrage  and  the  fact  that  only  several  hundred  already  wealthy 
Indians  were  made  even  richer  by  Indian  gaming,  and  you  may  begin  to  see 
a backlash." 

Doe  Casillas  understands  outrage.  He  was  taken  from  Table  Mountain  as  a 
young  child  and  placed  in  a series  of  non-Indian  foster  homes  because 
child  welfare  officials  said  his  great-grandfather,  lohn  Grigsby, 
couldn't  care  for  him  and  his  siblings. 

It's  not  his  fault  that  he  was  forcibly  removed  from  his  tribe  as  part 
of  a misguided  government  attempt  to  assimilate  Indian  children  into 
mainstream  America,  Casillas  says. 

Casillas  works  full  time  at  a modular  office/storage  products  firm  in 
Fresno  but  says  he  still  needs  welfare  to  support  his  family.  Pauline  is 
battling  colon  cancer.  Life  is  hard  enough  without  being  shunned  by  his 
own  tribe,  he  says. 

"I  don't  see  why  they're  doing  this  to  me,"  Casillas  says.  "I  never  did 
nothing  to  them. " 

The  coalition  members'  claim  to  Table  Mountain  tribal  membership  appears 
to  carry  considerable  weight. 

Many  were  born  at  Table  Mountain  40,  50  or  60  years  ago  and  have  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs-issued  numbers  identifying  them  as  Indians.  They  grew  up 
on  the  rancheria,  and  their  ancestors  are  buried  there.  Coalition  members 
say  they  have  never  been  legally  disenrolled  by  the  federal  government 
from  their  Indian  nation  at  Table  Mountain. 

Coalition  members  say  they  can  make  a good  guess  as  to  what's  going  on. 
They  say  the  casino  Indians  --  as  coalition  members  sometimes  call  them  -- 
don't  want  to  share  Table  Mountain's  gambling  profits.  So,  coalition 
members  allege,  the  casino  Indians  use  a loophole  in  the  tribe's 
constitution  to  keep  them  out. 

They  say  the  loophole  is  this:  Only  those  who  owned  land  on  the 


rancheria  and  lived  there  for  at  least  one  year  when  the  new  tribal 
constitution  was  written  in  the  1980s  are  Table  Mountain  Indians. 

According  to  the  coalition,  this  means  everyone  else  connected  to  Table 
Mountain,  regardless  of  bloodlines,  is  out  of  luck,  even  if  the  only 
reason  they  sold  their  land  and  left  the  rancheria  in  pre-casino  days  was 
to  search  for  work. 

Internal  tribal  strife  has  dogged  Table  Mountain  Casino  almost  since  it 
opened  in  1987.  It  came  to  a head  two  years  ago  when  then  Tribal  Chairman 
Vern  Castro  was  recalled  and  Walker-Grant  was  elected  tribal  chairwoman. 

But  Castro  refused  to  step  down  and,  for  nearly  18  months,  the  tribe  was 
split  between  pro-Castro  and  pro-Walker-Grant  factions.  Walker-Grant  and  a 
new  board  finally  took  over  tribal  leadership  in  May  1999. 

In  February  1999,  an  assistant  U.S.  attorney  reported  that  an  audit  by 
the  National  Gaming  Commission  revealed  some  apparent  irregularities  in 
the  tribe's  casino  finances,  including  allegedly  questionable  payments  to 
the  tribal  chairman.  In  1997-98,  the  casino  grossed  $32  million. 

By  excluding  them  from  the  tribe,  coalition  members  say,  the  casino 
Indians  are  betraying  their  Indian  heritage. 

Larry  Lewis,  57,  spent  his  youth  at  Table  Mountain  Rancheria.  His  father 
was  Table  Mountain's  tribal  chairman  in  the  1950s.  Lewis  left  the 
rancheria  as  a teen  when  he  got  a job  driving  a logging  truck. 

He  and  other  Table  Mountain  Indians  who  left  really  had  no  choice,  Lewis 
says.  There  was  no  work  on  the  rancheria.  To  stay,  he  says,  was  to 
possibly  fall  prey  to  substance  abuse  and  despair. 

But  the  desire  to  earn  a living  does  not  mean  he  renounced  his  tribal 
membership,  Lewis  adds.  He  can't  believe  he  is  considered  a non-Indian  by 
the  very  people  who  once  looked  up  to  his  father  as  their  leader. 

"It  hurts  because  my  family  don't  treat  me  like  family  anymore,"  says 
Lewis,  who  has  lived  on  disability  checks  since  being  in  a car  accident  as 
a young  man.  "We  used  to  be  pretty  close  until  all  this  casino  thing  came 
in.  That's  when  the  family  just  kind  of  fell  apart." 

Coalition  members  are  trying  to  fight  back.  They  have  enlisted  the  help 
of  Laura  Wass,  director  of  the  Fresno  branch  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement,  a national  Indian  activist  group. 

Wass'  arrival  on  the  Table  Mountain  scene  is  one  more  irony  in  a story 
full  of  them.  She  said  Walker-Grant  and  Table  Mountain  Vice  Chairwoman 
Beverly  Hunter  contacted  her  about  two  years  ago  to  get  AIM's  help  in 
removing  the  Castro  faction  from  power. 

Wass  said  Walker-Grant  and  Hunter  have  not  talked  to  her  since  they 
gained  power  and  learned  she  was  helping  the  coalition.  Wass  said  she  is 
not  being  paid  for  her  work  with  the  coalition. 

"The  one  thing  I'm  asking  for  is  the  healing  of  the  tribe,"  she  said. 

Linder  Wass'  direction,  the  coalition  has  pounded  on  the  doors  of  the 
federal  Department  of  Interior,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Table 
Mountain  Casino.  The  coalition  has  also  contacted  lawyers  about  a 
possible  lawsuit  and  is  considering  protests  to  get  their  message  before 
the  public. 

But,  so  far,  no  one  is  willing  to  help. 

"Politicians  aren't  helping  us,  attorneys  are  turning  their  backs,  the 
BIA  is  turning  its  back,  and  the  Department  of  Interior  won't  even  talk  to 
us,"  Wass  said.  "It's  because  coalition  members  don't  have  a casino." 

Wass  also  dismisses  the  sanctity  of  tribal  sovereignty  in  membership 
matters.  She  displays  a letter  from  the  BIA  stating  that  Table  Mountain's 
membership  rules  in  1985  were  unacceptable  because  the  federal  agency 
considered  them  "too  nebulous." 

If  a tribe's  sovereignty  in  membership  matters  were  absolute,  Wass  says, 
then  the  BIA  would  have  had  no  authority  to  send  such  a letter. 

"Sovereignty  is  not  an  issue  here,"  Wass  says.  "It's  a convenience  word. 

And  if  the  BIA  won't  insist  that  coalition  members  be  returned  to  Table 
Mountain,  Wass  says,  then  the  agency  should  begin  legal  proceedings  to 
disenroll  them  from  the  tribe.  But  that  is  unlikely,  Wass  adds,  because 
coalition  members  would  use  the  BIA's  own  data  to  prove  they  are  Table 
Mountain  Indians. 

Other  Valley  tribes  with  casinos  take  a different  approach  toward  tribal 


membership. 

Dave  Nenna,  tribal  administrator  at  Tule  River  Indian  Reservation  near 
Porterville,  says  his  tribe's  membership  jumped  overnight  from  538  to  more 
than  1,500  in  1989  during  an  open  enrollment  period.  The  tribe  continues 
to  welcome  back  new  members  if  they  can  prove  their  Tule  River  heritage, 
he  said. 

Adam  Gonzales,  assistant  general  manager  of  The  Palace  Indian  Gaming 
Center  near  Lemoore  and  a member  of  the  Santa  Rosa  Rancheria,  says  his 
tribe  grew  from  about  270  members  in  the  mid-1980s  to  about  570  today. 

Gonzales  says  tribal  leaders  are  aware  that  gaming  riches  have  a way  of 
making  people  search  for  any  long-lost  Indian  roots.  But  Indian  history  is 
complicated,  he  adds,  and  it's  not  fair  to  blame  tribal  members  for  moving 
away  from  the  rancheria  for  reasons  that  often  were  outside  their  control. 

The  elders  in  his  tribe  preach  a philosophy  of  forgiveness  and  inclusion, 
Gonzales  says. 

"In  Native  American  communities,  there  is  a tradition  not  to  turn  anyone 
away,"  Gonzales  says.  "You  think  of  the  whole." 

Doe  Casillas  says  he  hopes  the  day  comes  soon  when  Table  Mountain's 
casino  Indians  embrace  the  same  attitude  and  welcome  him  and  other 
coalition  members  back  to  the  tribe. 

"Everything  goes  in  a circle,"  Casillas  says.  "And  you've  got  to  live  in 
that  circle  if  you  want  to  live  right." 
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Selling  the  reservation 

Who  will  control  development  on  Tulalip  lands,  and  who  will  profit? 

Debbie  Posey  stands  next  to  property  the  Tulalip  Tribes  once  sold  to 
Union  Oil  with  hopes  that  a refinery  and  jobs  would  materialize.  The  oil 
land  was  later  sold  to  the  city  of  Everett. 

By  PAM  McGAFFIN  Herald  Writer 

TULALIP  --  The  Tulalip  Indian  Reservation  is  just  off  1-5  and  a puddle 
jump  away  from  two  cities,  yet  it  remains  largely  undeveloped,  a wooded 
enclave  for  a few  thousand  tribal  members  and  twice  as  many  non-Indians. 

On  one  side,  you  can  hit  the  Indian  casino,  grab  an  espresso  or  buy  a 
new  Subaru.  On  the  other,  you  can  see  a bald  eagle  swoop  down  to  catch  a 
fish  in  Tulalip  Bay. 

For  location  and  natural  beauty,  Tulalip  is  prime  property,  yet 
developers  have  by  and  large  steered  clear. 

No  more. 

As  buildable  land  becomes  more  scarce  in  the  Puget  Sound  area,  Indian 
reservations,  particularly  those  with  view  and  waterfront  property,  are 
looking  more  desirable  to  developers,  said  Nick  Zaferatos,  professor  of 
planning  at  Huxley  College  of  Environmental  Studies  at  Western  Washington 
University. 

Indian  reservations  aren't  subject  to  state  growth-management 
regulations,  which  try  to  concentrate  urban  development  around  cities. 
Therefore,  some  developers  wrongly  assume  that  almost  anything  goes,  said 
Zaferatos,  who  formerly  worked  for  the  Swinomish  Tribe  in  Skagit  County. 

"The  Swinomish  have  had  huge  projects  proposed  by  non-Indian  land  owners 
that  try  to  circumvent  the  tribal  government,"  he  said. 

On  the  Puget  Sound  area's  16  Indian  reservations,  60  percent  of  the  land 
is  out  of  tribal  hands  and  85  percent  of  the  population  is  non-Indian,  he 
said . 


At  Tulalip,  several  large  developments  now  in  the  permit  pipeline  would 
transform  hundreds  of  acres  into  homes  and  lawns,  streets  and  driveways. 

One  proposal,  on  land  owned  by  Everett,  includes  two  golf  courses  and  the 
potential  for  a 150-room  hotel. 

While  the  Tulalip  Tribes  have  sought  opportunities  for  economic 
development,  their  leaders  are  somewhat  split  on  the  issue  of  residential 
growth,  tribal  Chairman  Herman  Williams  Dr.  said.  He  nevertheless  wants 
the  board  of  directors  to  take  a hard  look  at  residential  development, 
much  of  which  is  regulated  by  Snohomish  County. 

"It's  OK  to  develop  on  the  outside,  the  1-5  corridor,  but  don't  mess 
with  the  heart  of  our  reservation,"  Williams  said.  "At  one  point,  we  had  a 
good  grip  on  it,  but  at  some  point  we  lost  the  grip.  For  whatever  reason, 
it's  running  amok  out  there." 

Some  tribal  members  and  leaders  worry  about  increased  traffic  on  Marine 
Drive,  demand  on  delicate  water  supplies  and  the  potential  destruction  of 
wildlife  and  fish  habitat.  They  also  fear  a loss  of  tribal  heritage  and 
identity. 

Much  of  the  Tulalip  Reservation  shoreline  is  owned  by  non-Indians  living 
in  private  communities. 

"Our  people  will  not  be  able  to  afford  to  live  on  the  reservation, " 
tribal  member  Debbie  Posey  said.  "The  land  is  being  groomed  for  non- 
Indians  . " 

An  estimated  9,000  people,  about  a third  of  them  tribal  members,  call 
Tulalip  home,  but  the  population  will  balloon  if  what's  proposed  becomes 
reality.  Several  big  residential  projects  would  bring  more  than  900  new 
homes  to  the  reservation's  mostly  wooded  interior. 

Add  to  that  the  tribes'  planned  1-5  business  park  with  a Wal-Mart,  Home 
Depot  and  light  manufacturing  and  office  space,  and  you  have  a whole  new 
town . 

Not  everyone  sees  residential  growth  as  bad  for  the  reservation.  In  fact, 
some  tribal  members  are  involved  in  housing  projects,  as  evidenced  by  a 
lawsuit  filed  by  Indian  property  owners  who  challenge  the  county's 
regulatory  jurisdiction  over  land  on  the  reservation. 

Mark  A.  Weed,  president  of  Fisher  Properties  Inc.  in  Seattle,  sees  the 
potential  for  an  "award-winning"  community  west  of  1-5. 

"With  the  commercial  development  the  tribes  are  considering  as  well  as 
the  neighborhood  that  surrounds  it,  (the  area)  can  be  a real  showpiece  for 
the  county  and  the  tribes,"  he  said. 

It  would  have  all  the  ingredients  of  a planned  community,  where 
residents  can  live,  shop  and  work,  he  added. 

Fisher  Properties  plans  to  build  a 190-lot  housing  development,  called 
Olympic  View,  on  440  acres  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  reservation.  The 
homes  would  be  priced  at  $250,000  and  more.  Weed  said. 

Fisher  Properties  bought  the  land  in  the  late  1960s  and  early  '70s  with 
the  intention  of  building  homes.  But  plans  were  delayed,  and  the  company 
waited  for  the  right  climate.  Weed  said. 

The  area  has  become  more  desirable  to  developers  and  home  buyers,  he 
said.  The  pluses  include:  ample  open  spaces  that  aren't  likely  to  be 
developed,  nearby  shopping  and  work  opportunities,  and  increased 
cooperation  between  the  tribes  and  county  government. 

Barrett  Schmanska,  the  tribe's  community  development  manager,  travels  to 
other  reservations  to  teach  classes  on  zoning  Indian  land.  He  believes 
Tulalip  is  at  a turning  point. 

Schmanska  sees  the  same  issues  everywhere:  Growth  pressures  create 
sudden  interest  in  reservation  land,  and  the  tribes  aren't  immediately 
prepared  to  respond. 

The  issue  is,  can  tribes  control  development  to  protect  tribal 
interests?  he  said.  They  need  to  develop  and  carry  out  zoning  codes  and 
comprehensive  plans,  but  they're  not  used  to  doing  that  because  no  growth 
has  occurred,  he  said. 

"Tulalip  is  better  equipped  than  most  tribal  communities  faced  with 
sprawl,"  he  said.  "However,  we've  had  to  move  quickly  just  like  other 
jurisdictions  to  control  development." 

Real  estate  agents  used  to  avoid  the  Tulalip  area  because  of 
"exaggerated  stereotypes  of  life  on  the  reservation,"  Schmanska  said. 


"(Now)  it  appears  that  the  reservation  has  become  extremely  attractive." 

Not  only  is  Tulalip  within  commuting  distance  of  Seattle  and  the 
Eastside,  it's  less  crowded  and  has  a natural  environment  that's 
relatively  unspoiled,  he  said. 

Ironically,  the  qualities  that  attract  growth  could  be  compromised  by  it. 
The  tribes  have  found  it  difficult  to  protect  natural  resources,  including 
a tribal  fish  hatchery  that  needs  pure  water  to  operate,  Schmanska  said. 

The  planner  can't  think  of  too  many  ways  residential  growth  helps  the 
tribes.  They  collect  a 1 percent  real  estate  excise  tax  on  the  sale  of 
residential  and  commercial  properties,  but  that  revenue  doesn't  outweigh 
growth  impacts,  he  said. 

(Property  tax  revenue  from  the  reservation  goes  to  the  county's  general 
fund  and  is  not  dedicated  to  the  tribes.) 

"The  reservation's  sense  of  community  relies  on  a small-town  atmosphere 
that  is  comfortable,"  Schmanska  said.  "The  number  of  homes  being  proposed 
for  development  will  essentially  create  a more  anonymous,  less  friendly 
place . " 

At  one  point,  all  the  reservation's  22,000  acres  were  in  tribal  hands. 

The  1855  Treaty  of  Point  Elliott  created  the  reservation  for  a number  of 
tribes,  including  the  Snohomish,  Snoqualmie  and  Skykomish,  who  agreed  to 
give  up  a vast  area  of  ancestral  land  and  relocate  around  Tulalip  Bay. 

Over  the  years,  much  of  the  reservation  land  was  sold  to  non-Indians  or 
lost  through  questionable  deals  or  foreclosure  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 

In  1935,  the  tribal  government  had  $25  in  the  bank  and  only  40  acres  to 
call  its  own,  Schmanska  said. 

Now,  after  tribal  buybacks  and  land  exchanges,  about  11,000  acres, 
approximately  half  the  reservation,  is  held  in  federal  trust  either  for 
the  tribes  or  individual  members.  Any  sales  or  land-use  changes  must  go 
through  the  difficult  process  of  being  approved  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

The  rest  of  the  reservation  is  made  up  of  fee-simple  land,  property 
that's  been  sold  mostly  to  non-Indians,  and  falls  under  county  zoning  and 
rules.  All  of  the  major  housing  development  proposals  are  on  those  lands. 

To  create  better  consistency  between  county  and  tribal  plans,  county 
council  members  last  year  downzoned  10,550  acres  of  fee-simple  property 
from  one  house  every  two  and  a half  acres  to  one  house  every  five  or  10 
acres . 

Before  the  downzone,  however,  several  landowners  submitted  development 
applications  that  became  vested  under  denser  zoning,  Schmanska  said. 

Olympic  View  was  among  them.  Fisher  Property  President  Weed  said  he 
doesn't  see  the  lower-density  zoning  holding  up  because  more  roads  would 
need  to  be  built  to  serve  homes  on  five-  and  10-acre  lots.  Olympic  View 
is  what's  called  a "rural  cluster  subdivision,"  in  which  homes  are 
grouped  on  large  lots,  leaving  open  space. 

Unlike  some  developers,  Fisher  chose  to  get  tribal  review  of  its  plans. 

"What  we're  doing  is,  I think,  the  right  thing,"  Weed  said  of  the 
decision  to  work  with  the  tribes.  "It  doesn't  mean  we're  going  to  do 
everything  that  someone  might  want,  but  I think  we've  got  to  listen." 

As  part  of  its  project,  Fisher  will  install  a water  line  through  the 
Tulalip  Business  Park  that  will  also  serve  the  housing  development. 

"(They've)  been  a good  neighbor,"  Schmanska  said.  "They're  willing  to 
work  with  the  community." 

The  tribes  have  had  less  luck  with  other  groups  hoping  to  build  on  fee- 
simple  land. 

In  the  1950s,  for  example,  the  jobs-poor  tribes  helped  ease  the  way  for 
Union  Oil,  now  Unocal,  to  acquire  land  for  a proposed  refinery.  The  tribes 
sold  a 906-acre  parcel  to  the  petroleum  company,  but  the  refinery  --  and 
the  jobs  --  never  materialized. 

The  current  property  owner  is  the  city  of  Everett,  which  bought  the  land 
in  1990  for  the  disposal  of  treated  sewage.  Opposition  killed  the  project, 
and  now  the  city  has  an  application  before  the  county  for  a 395-lot  golf- 
course  community  with  a possible  150-room  hotel. 

City  executive  director  Don  Hale  said  the  city  submitted  the  golf-course 
proposal  to  protect  the  resale  value  of  the  land,  which  at  the  time  was 
about  to  be  downzoned.  The  city  itself  has  no  plans  to  follow  through 


with  the  development,  but  another  owner  could  if  the  city  sells  the 
property. 

Everett  has  offered  to  sell  the  land  back  to  the  tribes.  An  earlier 
appraisal  valued  it  at  up  to  $5.2  million. 

If  the  tribes  buy  the  land,  they  would  allow  most  of  it  to  stay  natural, 
said  John  McCoy,  executive  director  of  governmental  affairs.  The  property 
is  important  to  the  tribes,  he  said,  because  it  is  so  large  and  drains 
into  Tulalip  Creek,  which  feeds  the  tribal  hatchery. 

"Repurchasing  land  on  the  reservation  has  always  been  a priority  for  the 
tribes,"  he  said.  "But  we  have  to  take  it  on  a case-by-case  basis." 

Posey  said  she  doesn't  think  the  tribes  have  been  aggressive  enough  in 
securing  and  protecting  land  for  future  generations.  She's  particularly 
angry  at  what  happened  with  the  Unocal  property. 

The  company  could  have  sold  the  land  back  to  the  tribes,  she  said.  The 
tribes  "never  got  the  jobs,  lost  the  land  and  now  (the  property)  is  under 
the  threat  of  major  development,"  she  said. 

Tulalip  wants  to  be  a good  neighbor,  she  said.  "But  there  has  to  be  a 
part  of  you  that's  still  separate. 

"If  we  do  not  have  our  land,  a place  to  call  home,  we  will  lose 
ourselves  as  an  Indian  people." 

You  can  call  Herald  Writer  Pam  McGaffin  at  425-339-3429 
or  send  e-mail  to  mcgaffin@heraldnet.com  . 

Comments:  newmedia@heraldnet.com 
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Below  is  an  excellent  article  on  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  land  rights 
negotiations.  Our  experience  has  been  that  anyone  who  takes  an  honest  look 
at  all  the  sides  in  the  Lubicon  dispute  comes  away  expressing  similar 
impatience  with  the  lack  of  settlement.  Peace  River  business  people  are  no 
exception . 

27  March,  2000 

Grande  Prairie  Daily  Herald-Tribune 
Peace  River  anxious  to  see  Lubicon  settlement 
DEB  GUERETTE 
Herald-Tribune  staff 

Decades  after  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  representatives  first  trekked 
from  their  home  community  to  make  the  overlooked  band  known  to  government 
treaty-makers,  a federal  delegation  visited  the  isolated  settlement  and 
promised  its  people  a reserve  in  1939. 

Sixty-one  years  later,  concerned  citizens  at  home  and  abroad  wonder  when 
the  North  Peace  band  of  about  500  will  realize  its  hopes  to  reclaim  a 
self-sufficient  homeland. 

"It  must  be  difficult  to  be  in  limbo  so  long,"  Peace  River  deputy  mayor 
Rick  Wesolowski  said. 

The  town  is  the  Lubicon' s closest  urban  neighbour. 

"There  is  a great  deal  of  concern  in  town,"  for  the  Lubicon  and  the 
continuing  lack  of  resolution  to  their  claim,  Wesolowski  said. 

"It  is  a reoccurring  topic  for  council,"  he  said. 

"When  we  have  had  access  to  our  MLA  and  MP,  we  make  it  abundantly  clear 
that  we  would  like  to  see  the  issue  resolved." 

"I'm  not  sure  what  it  is  that  makes  (government)  forces  drag  their  feet. 
It  certainly  seems  there  is  no  haste...  (or)  the  motivation  is  not  there" 
to  conclude  a settlement,  Wesolowski  said. 

While  Peace  River  would  likely  experience  some  economic  spin-off  if  and 
when  construction  of  a new  community  for  the  band  at  Lubicon  Lake  begins. 


economics  isn't  the  only  thing  people  think  of. 

"At  this  point  I think  it  is  more  of  an  emotional  issue  - people  empathize 
with  them/'  he  said. 

Council  hasn't  been  updated  about  negotiations  since  last  summer  but 
"would  like  to  sit  down  with  our  neighbours  and  discuss  the  issues...  and 
see  if  we  can  be  of  any  assistance/'  the  town  councillor  said. 

Luke  Hildebrand  has  sat  in  on  several  negotiation  sessions  at  Little 
Buffalo,  about  100  km  east  of  Peace  River,  since  talks  resumed  with  a new 
federal  negotiating  team  in  the  spring  of  1998. 

The  Beaver  Lumber  store  owner  said  the  Lubicon  "asked  that  we  come  out" 
to  provide  some  advice  on  building  plans. 

"They  welcomed  me  to  come  out.  They  like  people  to  come  out  and  see.  They 
are  very  open  about  their  plans,"  Hildebrand  said. 

Sitting  in  on  negotiations,  however,  has  left  the  local  businessman  less 
than  impressed. 

"There  is  so  much  political  stuff...  you'd  want  to  pull  your  hair  out.  It 

is  frustrating  to  see  so  much  back  and  forth,"  he  said. 

Hildebrand  said  he  sat  in  on  one  session  where  it  was  agreed  some 

information  would  be  collected  and  brought  back  to  the  next  session  a month 

later . 

Come  that  next  meeting,  "the  basic  data  that  should  have  been  collected 
was  not  done." 

"If  it  was  my  business  and  I needed  answers  to  questions  - I'd  be  pretty 
upset,"  he  said. 

"There  are  accusations  going  both  ways...  (but)  it  doesn't  seem  there  is 
enough  proper  preparation  - particularly  on  the  federal  side." 

Discussions  did  at  least  seem  to  inch  forward  and  produce  some  agreements, 
on  band  membership  and  reserve  size,  until  this  fall,  Hildebrand  said. 

"They  seem  to  have  come  to  an  impasse  over  a few  things  now,"  he  said.  The 
federal  negotiation  team  could  be  aided  by  "someone  with  a clear  point  of 
view  and  authority,"  he  said. 

"It  has  gone  on  way  too  long...  let's  get  this  darn  thing  resolved," 
he  said. 

Having  reviewed  the  Lubicon  settlement  requests  Hildebrand  said  "the 
proposals  seem  OK  - especially  in  light  of  a lot  of  other  settlements."  The 
Lubicon,  led  by  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak,  are  just  looking  out  for  future 
generations  in  staunchly  including  economic  development  initiatives  in 
settlement  proposals,  he  said. 

"Long-term  benefit  is  what  the  issue  is.  They  want  to  be  self-sufficient. 
They  don't  want  to  be  reliant  on  government  welfare. 

"The  Lubicon  are  very  patient  - they  still  live  in  substandard  conditions, 
he  said. 

Nancy  Graham  is  co-ordinator  of  the  eastern  Canada  based  Lubicon  Lobby 
Campaign . 

The  lobby  effort,  initiated  by  the  decade  old  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  and 
the  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition,  was  launched  in  the  winter  of  1998,  after 
the  latest  round  of  negotiations  resumed. 

"We  wanted  to  help  government  understand  there  is  widespread  public 
support  for  a fair,  just  and  equitable  settlement  to  occur  in  a reasonable 
time  frame,"  Graham  said. 

A network  of  supporters  across  Canada  and  "a  huge  network  of  international 
supporters"  were  contacted  and  asked  to  write  to  their  MP  or  the  minister 
of  Indian  Affairs. 

"Some  supporters  felt  so  strongly  they  actually  wrote  to  every  member  of 
parliament,"  Graham  said. 

About  half  of  the  MPs  contacted  by  constituents  wrote  letters  of  inquiry 
or  support  for  the  Lubicon  to  the  Indian  Affairs  minister  and  questions 
were  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  lobby  effort  continues  to  reach  out  to  new  supporters  and  "a  very 
strong  core  group  of  supporters  remains  poised  to  do  whatever  needs  to  be 
done,"  to  further  the  call  for  a successful  Lubicon  settlement. 

'APPALLED' 

Many  supporters  are  "simply  appalled  by  what's  going  on,"  Graham  said. 
"People  are  just  blown  away....  (They  don't  know)  what  is  it  that  is 


preventing  government  from  settling  this. 

"What  the  Lubicon  are  asking  for  is  so  minuscule  in  comparison  to  the 
natural  resources  already  extracted  from  their  land. 

"Some  sort  of  complicity  has  to  be  occurring  between  (resource  industry) 
multi-nationals  and  government  in  order  for  them  not  to  settle.  "There  has 
to  be  a reason/'  Graham  said. 

A new  all-weather  road  brought  major  oil  and  gas  exploration  and 
extraction  activities  to  Lubicon  territory  in  1979. 

By  1982  over  400  wells  were  drilled  within  a 20-mile  radius  of  Little 
Buffalo  Lake.  Resource  revenues  from  traditional  Lubicon  territory  were 
pumping  an  estimated  $500  million  a year  into  corporate  coffers. 

Wildlife  fled  the  area  evaded  by  development,  devastating  the  Lubicon' s 
hunting,  trapping  subsistence  economy. 

The  number  of  band  members  in  need  of  social  assistance  soared  from  10  to 
95  per  cent  between  1979  and  1982. 

Alcoholism,  birth  defects,  suicides,  a tuberculosis  epidemic  and  other 
social  ills  followed. 

Recent  environmental  assessments  show  over  1,000  oil  and  gas  well  sites 
now  lay  within  a 20-kilometre  radius  of  Lubicon  Lake,  where  the  band  has 
long  proposed  to  build  a home  community. 

As  well,  forest  industry  companies  hold  forest  management  agreements  with 
the  province  for  lands  that  entirely  blanket  claimed  Lubicon  territory. 
Resource  revenue  earned  by  industry  over  the  past  20  years  is  estimated  at 
$10  billion. 

United  Nations  and  World  Council  of  Churches  commissions  and  reports  have 
condemned  the  provincial  and  federal  governments  for  their  treatment  of  the 
Lubicon  people. 

When  a government  agent  stepped  off  a float  plane  on  the  western  shore  of 
Lubicon  Lake  in  1939,  he  found  an  isolated,  but  thriving  settlement. 

"I  was  very  much  interested  in  this  band,  and  found  them  clean,  well 
dressed,  healthy,  bright  and  intelligent;  in  other  words,  people  who  wanted 
to  live  and  do  well,"  federal  inspector  Pant  Schmidt  wrote  back  to  Ottawa. 
Today,  the  Lubicon  community  still  lacks  running  water.  The  Lubicon  people 
are  largely  unemployed  and  live  in  crowded,  substandard  housing. 

After  a contentious  four-month  interruption  to  an  18-month  long  schedule 
of  almost  monthly  negotiations  sessions  that  began  in  Dune  of  1998,  talks 
between  federal  negotiators  and  the  Lubicon  are  set  to  reconvene  in  Little 
Buffalo  the  end  of  March  or  early  April. 

"RE : Navajo  Elders  Bused  to  San  Francisco  Courthouse"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Mar  2000  20:06:50  EST 
From:  Aqiimuk@aol.com 

Sub j : Navajo  elders  bused  to  San  Francisco  Federal  courthouse 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

I'm  reposting  this  to  triballaw  as  I've  seen  this  issue  in  discussion  on 
triballaw.  Please  write  Bismarck  directly  if  you  have  comments, 
suggestions,  etc. 
pat  paul,  jd 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  3/28/00  4:59:31  PM  Pacific  Standard  Time 
From:  BismarckD@uihbi . org  (Bismarck  Delgado) 

Dear  Native  American  Law, 

My  name  is  Bismarck  Delgado  and  I'm  from  San  Francisco, California . I am 
the  receptionist  at  the  Native  American  Health  Center  here  in  Oakland,CA 
and  I had  a couple  of  questions? 

What  is  the  update  on  the  situation  at  Big  Mountain,  Arizona  ? In 
February  of  this  year,  I was  at  a friend's  house  on  a friday  evening  and 
got  a phone  call  from  some  Sun  Dancers  that  my  friend  is  in  touch  with. 

We  were  told  of  the  shocking  breaking  news  of  armed  Federal  agents  had 
just  forcefully  removed  Roberta  Blackgoat  and  some  20  other  Navajo  elders 
from  Big  Mountain. There  was  a caravan  bus  of  these  elders  that  were  sent 


to  our  city  San  Francisco  to  have  their  trial  the  following  Monday  at  the 
Federal  courthouse. The  next  day  we  protested  outside  the  Grand  Hyatt  Hotel 
because  we  later  learned  that  Arizona  Sen. John  McCain  was  behind  the  last 
minute  decision  to  remove  them. We  were  protesting  in  the  cold  weather 
until  our  hands  were  swollen  numb  while  meeting  plain  American  ignorance 
of  people  passing  by  shouting  racial  slurs  at  us. (What  can  you  expect, we 
were  in  the  financial  district  area!)Nobody  took  us  seriously  because 
everybody  (non-protesters)thought  it  was  a campaign  stunt  to  gain  our 
casino  votes(California ' s PROP  lA)but  we  told  them  that's  not  what  this 
protest  is  about. I haven't  heard  anything  since  then(Feb.  2000)Are  you 
looking  into  this  case?  Not  even  Indian  Country  Today  gave  any  kind  of 
coverage  at  all  about  this. 

My  e-mail  address  is  BismarckD@uihbi.org 
Thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration , 

Bismarck 


"RE : Montana  Supreme  Court  Upholds  ICWA"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Mar  2000  11:03:24  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Montana  Supreme  Court  Upholds  ICWA 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

http: //www. indiancountry . com/articles/headline -2000- 3 -29- 2. shtml 
Montana  Supreme  Court  Uphold  ICWA 
By:  David  Melmer 
Today  staff 

HELENA,  Mont.  - A Montana  Supreme  Court  ruling  set  another  precedent  that 
further  strengthens  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act. 

The  state's  high  court  concluded  that  an  attempt  to  allow  a non-Indian 
couple  to  adopt  an  American  Indian  child  did  not  meet  the  criteria  of  good 
cause  that  would  circumvent  the  ICWA.  The  court  said  a state  district 
court  erred  when  it  ruled  that  the  proposed  adoptive  parents  presented 
the  good-cause  case  that  would  allow  ICWA  to  be  ignored. 

The  case  for  the  proposed  adoptive  parents,  Doug  and  laninie  Burrows- 
Alberda  of  Bozeman,  non-Indians,  centered  on  proving  the  child  (referred 
to  as  C.H.)  was  the  victim  of  abuse.  The  court  was  told  the  mother,  not 
identified,  used  drugs  while  pregnant  and  that  possible  mental  conditions 
from  Fetal  Alcohol  Effect  could  surface  in  the  future  was  good  cause  to 
abandon  ICWA  and  rule  in  favor  of  adoption. 

The  Alberdas  also  claimed  they  were  best  equipped  to  deal  with  any 
future  problems  the  child,  now  2,  might  have.  They  argued  that  because  the 
child  had  been  with  them  for  two  years,  the  trauma  of  moving  to  another 
family  was  also  good  cause. 

"There  is  no  evidence  on  record  that  such  disorders  exist  currently  or 
are  inevitable.  Here,  the  record  is  devoid  of  testimony  that  C.H.  was 
certain  to  develop  an  attachment  disorder  if  removed  from  the  Alberdas 
home.  Nor  was  there  testimony  that  she  was  certain  to  suffer  from  other 
neurodevelopmental  problems,"  the  high  court  said  in  the  written  ruling. 

It  denied  the  district  court  approval  of  this  argument,  and  stated  that 
no  case  for  good  cause  had  been  presented. 

On  the  other  side,  members  of  C.H.'s  extended  family  applied  for  the 
right  to  adopt  C.H.  Scott  and  Tena  Ehret  of  Oregon  also  claimed  to  be 
adequately  prepared  to  deal  with  any  future  mental  or  physical  problems 
the  child  might  encounter.  They  argued  they  were  in  a better  position  to 
provide  for  the  child's  cultural  upbringing. 

The  Supreme  Court  denied  nine  points  that  had  been  agreed  to  by  the 
district  court.  The  ICWA  allows  for  good  cause  abandonment  of  the  law,  but 
in  this  case,  as  in  another  in  Minnesota,  the  supreme  court  said  none  of 
the  criteria  was  proved  for  a good-cause  case. 

"Consequently,  the  District  Courts  conclusion  that  the  stated  factors 
weigh  in  favor  of  a determination  that  good  cause  exists  is  an  incorrect 
application  of  the  law,"  the  Supreme  Court  writing  stated. 

The  Supreme  Court  returned  the  case  to  the  Gallatin  County  district 


court,  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Department  of  Human  Services  to  prepare 
for  the  Ehrets  adoption  of  C.H. 

The  Alberdas  argued  their  home  provided  a stable  and  loving  environment 
for  C.H.  The  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  although  the  lower  court  agreed,  the 
good  cause  needed  to  satisfy  the  child  welfare  act  was  not  met. 

The  state  court's  ruling,  along  with  that  of  Minnesota's  Supreme  Court 
decision  that  nearly  mirrors  that  of  Montana,  provide  all  states  with  case 
law  that  more  clearly  defines  the  good-cause  portions  of  the  child  welfare 
act . 

"The  express  policy  of  the  ICWA  is  to  protect  the  best  interests  of 
Indian  children  and  to  promote  the  stability  and  security  of  Indian  tribes 
and  families  by  the  establishment  of  minimum  federal  standards  for  the 
removal  of  Indian  children  from  their  families  and  the  placement  of  such 
children  in  foster  or  adoptive  homes  which  will  reflect  the  unique  values 
of  Indian  culture,"  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  stated. 

"In  any  adoptive  placement  of  an  Indian  child  under  state  law,  a 
preference  shall  be  given,  in  the  absence  of  good  cause  to  the  contrary, 
to  a placement  with  (1)  a member  of  the  child's  extended  family;  (2) 
other  members  of  the  Indian  child's  tribe;  or  (3)  other  Indian  families." 

The  act  does  not  define  the  term  good  cause  and  it  doesn't  set  criteria 
to  consider  whether  good  cause  exists.  The  Department  of  Interior 
implemented  guidelines  for  state  courts  to  follow.  "We  determined  that 
these  guidelines  are  persuasive  and  we  apply  them  when  interpreting  the 
ICWA,"  the  high  court  stated. 

Congress  through  the  (act)  has  expressed  its  clear  preference  for 
keeping  Indian  children  with  their  families,  deferring  to  tribal  judgment 
on  matters  concerning  the  custody  of  tribal  children,  and  placing  Indian 
children  who  must  be  removed  from  their  homes  within  their  own  families 
or  Indian  tribes,  snip 

"RE : Report  Calls  for  Dustice  Investigation"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Mar  2000  19:38:10  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : US  Civil  Rights  Commission  report  calls  for  Dustice  Dept 
investigation  in  SD 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

http: //www. omaha . com/Omaha/OWH/StoryViewer/1, 3153, 322358, 00.html 
Agency:  Indians  in  'Crisis' 

BY  PAUL  HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD  STAFF  WRITER 

Sioux  Falls,  S.D.  - In  blunt  and  oftentimes  harsh  words,  a federal  civil- 
rights  agency  Tuesday  called  on  Attorney  General  Danet  Reno  to 
investigate  what  it  called  a "crisis"  of  confidence  by  American  Indians  in 
federal  and  state  law  enforcement. 

The  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights,  in  a 42-page  report  that  focused 
primarily  on  South  Dakota,  concluded  that  there  is  a strongly  held 
perception  among  Indians  that  race  is  the  "critical  factor"  in 
determining  how  vigorously  crimes  are  investigated,  how  tough  criminal 
sentences  are  and  how  often  citizens  are  stopped  by  police. 

Indians  feel  that  there  is  a "dual  system  of  justice"  and  that  long- 
standing disparities  have  not  been  addressed,  said  the  report,  titled 
"Native  Americans  in  South  Dakota:  An  Erosion  of  Confidence  in  the 
Dustice  System." 

"For  the  most  part.  Native  Americans  are  very  much  separate  and  unequal 
members  of  society,"  the  report  said.  "The  expressed  feelings  of 
hopelessness  and  helplessness  in  Indian  Country  cannot  be  overstated." 

A Reno-led  investigation  should  have  subpoena  power,  the  report  said, 
and  it  should  include  federal,  state,  tribal  and  local  elected  officials 
and  law  enforcement  agencies. 

The  commission's  report  was  sparked  by  a series  of  unsolved  killings  of 
Indians  in  South  Dakota  last  year,  including  the  Dune  deaths  of  two  Oglala 
Sioux  men  whose  bodies  were  found  just  north  of  Whiteclay,  Neb. 


Whiteclay  is  a tiny  border  village  where  four  beer-only  liquor  stores 
sell  4 million  cans  of  beer  a year.  Almost  all  are  sold  to  residents  of 
the  nearby  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  where  alcohol  is  officially 
banned . 

The  unsolved  deaths  of  Wilson  Black  Elk  Dr.  and  Ronald  Hard  Heart  near 
Whiteclay  prompted  a summerlong  series  of  protest  marches  on  the  town, 
including  one  in  which  a grocery  store  was  looted  and  burned. 

Protesters  maintained  that  Whiteclay  exists  only  to  exploit  drinking 
problems  of  Indians.  Some  called  for  closing  the  beer  outlets.  Store 
owners  maintained  that  they  sold  legal  products,  did  not  discriminate  and 
followed  state  law. 

The  report  released  Tuesday  mentioned  Whiteclay  only  briefly,  saying  it 
had  "become  a symbol  of  oppression  and  exploitation  for  many  Native 
Americans . " 

The  report  also  said  that  alcohol-treatment  programs  and  detoxification 
facilities  are  lacking  in  the  area. 

Nebraska  Gov.  Mike  Dohanns  met  with  two  members  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Commission  a week  ago  to  discuss  their  concerns  about  Whiteclay  and  the 
seeming  lack  of  support  for  treatment  programs  in  the  area. 

Dohanns  pledged  to  back  formation  of  a two-state  task  force  with  South 
Dakota  to  look  at  problems  associated  with  Whiteclay. 

The  governor,  however,  said  he  was  unable  to  make  a commitment  to  help 
fund  alcohol-treatment  programs  on  or  near  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

The  report  released  Tuesday  outlined  15  specific  recommendations. 

Among  them  was  a call  for  a study  of  criminal  sentencings  in  South 
Dakota  to  determine  if  whites  and  Indians  get  similar  penalties. 

Several  speakers  at  a December  public  hearing  held  by  the  Civil  Rights 
Commission  in  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  complained  about  disparate  sentences. 

One  parent  said  her  daughter,  a Native  American,  received  14  years  in 
prison  for  vehicular  homicide,  one  year  short  of  the  maximum,  while  a 
white  teen-ager  facing  a similar  charge  received  probation. 

In  another  case,  a drunken  Indian  youth,  born  with  fetal  alcohol 
syndrome,  was  stuffed  inside  a trash  can  and  left  for  dead  by  four  white 
teen-agers  in  Mobridge,  S.D.,  last  Dune.  Charges  against  the  youths  were 
dropped  after  an  autopsy  showed  that  the  Indian  youth  died  of  alcohol 
poisoning. 

Marc  Feinstein,  a Sioux  Falls  attorney  who  is  chairman  of  a South  Dakota 
advisory  panel  to  the  federal  commission,  said  he  found  the  testimony  in 
December,  "overwhelmingly  compelling.  There  is  a crisis  in  South  Dakota 
today. " 

Among  the  other  recommendations: 

Establishing  local  human-rights  panels  and  citizen  advisory  committees 
for  police  departments. 

Calling  a summit  in  South  Dakota  to  improve  strained  relations  between 
tribes  and  Gov.  Bill  Danklow's  administration. 

Improving  support  for  alcohol-treatment  facilities. 

Re-establishing  an  Indian  section  within  the  Civil  Rights  Division  of  the 
Dustice  Department. 

The  report  also  called  on  the  FBI  to  recruit  more  Indians  and  to  do  a 
better  job  of  communicating  with  residents  of  reservations,  where  the  FBI 
serves  as  the  investigator  of  major  crimes. 

Lack  of  information  and  lack  of  progress  on  homicide  investigations  were 
key  criticisms  leveled  by  Indians  at  December's  hearings. 

Whether  the  recommendations  are  turned  into  action  is  uncertain. 

The  Civil  Rights  Commission  has  no  enforcement  powers.  It  was  at  its  most 
powerful  during  the  civil-rights  movement  of  the  1950s  and  1960s  but  was 
nearly  eliminated  during  the  Reagan  administration. 

Twenty-two  years  ago,  the  commission  came  to  South  Dakota  and  reported 
similar  problems  with  distrust  and  feelings  of  unequal  treatment  under  the 
law.  Little  progress  has  been  made  since  then,  the  Tuesday  report  said. 

Commissioners  have  acknowledged  that  public  opinion  and  publicity  are 
their  greatest  allies. 

Mary  Frances  Berry,  the  commission's  chairwoman,  has  said  that  some  of 
the  recommendations  can  be  accomplished  by  the  agency  without  the  aid  of 
South  Dakota  or  other  federal  agencies. 


Berry,  a Philadelphia  college  professor  and  lawyer,  has  promised  several 
times  that  the  latest  report  would  result  in  action. 

"RE : Open  Letter  from  Anna  Mae's  Daughters"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Mar  2000  07:16:38  GMT 

From:  regarding_anna@my-deja.com 

Sub j : Open  letter  from  Anna  Mae's  Daughters 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

At  the  cost  of  having  people  put  words  in  our  mouths,  as  the  daughters  of 
Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash  we  thought  it  necessary  to  clarify  some  points  and 
to  let  all  individuals  involved  know  how  we  feel  and  what  our  intentions 
are.  We  will  not  rest  until  the  death  of  our  mother  is  solved  and  the 
person(s)  responsible  on  all  levels  are  dealt  with  according  to  the  law. 

There  is  only  one  reason  why  we  are  doing  this  and  that  is  for  justice. 
Many  people  have  spoken  to  date  and  many  more  people  are  coming  forward. 

We  know  that  there  are  those  who  prefer  to  take  a stand  in  "Silent  Unity". 
That  is  your  choice  but  understand  our  choices  as  well.  Speculation  has 
been  made  why  certain  individuals  have  taken  on  this  quest  for  "lustice 
for  Anna  Mae".  We  can't  speak  for  anyone  other  than  ourselves  and 
understand  this  - no  one  speaks  for  us.  We  really  don't  feel  that  we 
should  have  to  explain  why  we  are  on  this  quest,  which  should  be  self- 
explanatory.  But  our  silence  will  no  longer  rule  us,  after  all  isn't  that 
what  has  brought  us  to  this  point  in  the  first  place. 

We  understand  the  fear  and  are  aware  of  all  of  the  injustices  of  that 
era.  That  is  what  we  have  in  common  - fighting  for  justice.  There  is  no 
greater  qualifier  to  be  part  of  this  crusade  for  justice  other  that  a 
genuine  desire  to  obtain  truth  and  justice  for  a nation  of  people,  lustice 
knows  no  bloodline,  no  gender,  and  no  relationship,  only  truth.  In  light 
of  recent  events  in  the  last  seven  months  regarding  our  mother's  case  we 
have  some  comments  we  would  like  to  make. 

We  feel  that  the  individuals  who  took  our  mothers  life  thought  that  they 
could  bury  the  truth  with  our  mother.  But  the  reality  is  that  all  that 
was  done  the  moment  they  held  a gun  to  her  head  was  to  set  her  spirit  and 
the  truth  free.  Truth  never  dies;  it  only  gets  passed  on  generation  to 
generation  and  is  bigger  than  all  of  us.  What  we  don't  want  is  people 
running  around  wearing  their  memories,  recollections  or  stories  (they've 
heard  from  three  other  people),  as  some  kind  of  badge  of  authenticity 
in  regards  to  our  mother's  memory.  Anyone  can  say  that  they  were  anyone's 
friend.  It's  a matter  of  their  word  against  ours.  This  is  not  about  one 
woman;  it's  about  a whole  era  of  injustice,  a whole  generation,  a whole 
concept  of  thinking.  Why  our  mother  died  is  not  important  to  us  at  this 
point,  it  is  the  fact  that  no  one  had  the  right  to  take  her  life.  That  is 
why  we  are  so  adamant  about  obtaining  justice.  We  refuse  to  let 
individuals  trivialize  our  mother's  life  and  death  by  politics  or  petty 
accusations . 

We  know  that  witnesses  have  kept  information  hidden  for  a long  time  due 
to  fear  and  misinformation  about  our  mother  and  we  know  they  may  be 
ashamed  for  holding  key  information  for  so  long.  But  today  on  our  mother's 
birthday,  we  are  asking  these  individuals  to  right  a wrong.  Now  is  the 
opportunity  for  your  healing  to  begin.  If  you  need  a reason  to  be  strong 
and  come  forward  then  do  it  for  Anna  Mae.  Do  it  so  a legacy  can  be  put  to 
rest.  Do  it  because  of  the  violent  rape  and  death  she  suffered.  She 
deserves  this  dignity  bestowed  back  upon  her  - this  dignity  raped  and  torn 
from  her  body  even  after  she  was  dead. 

They  may  have  taken  our  mothers  body  but  in  turn  they  set  her  spirit 
free.  . . and  it  lives  on  in  many  people.  In  time  you  will  begin  to  see. 

In  Honor  of  a Mikmaq  Mother,  Sister,  Warrior,  and  Patriot 
Her  daughters, 

Denise  Maloney  Pictou 
Deborah  Maloney  Pictou 


RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Mon,  3 April  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Campbell,  Ronnie 
#326-408 
PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  4/29/67 

Carroll  Floyd  A. 

# CU-2347  C/B/19 

10754  Rt.  18 
Albion.  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  11/25/67 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot 

Casto,  Steven 
#325-538 
PO  Box  7010 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  5/14/54 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Causey,  Jearald  Keith 
#A  219-958 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/11/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Chafin,  Thomas  Eugene 

#266-904 

PO  Box  7010 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/9/61 
Ancestry:  Seminole/Cree 

Chastant,  Jason  Paul 
#330297 
1453  15th.  St. 
Pineville,  LA  71360 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

Janet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Date:  Mon,  20  Mar  2000  18:26:17  -0800 
From:  Lona  <kikipuppy@MINDSPRING.COM> 

Sub j : Leonards  New  Address 

Hey  all, 

Leonard  was  moved  today  at  10:00  am.  He  was  moved  to  Rochester  Medical 
Center.  This  move  puts  him  within  miles  of  the  Mayo  Clinic.  I am  sure 
that  we  all  wish  him  and  easy  and  speedy  recovery. 

His  new  temporary  address  is: 

LEONARD  PELTIER,  #89637-132 


ROCHESTER  MEDICAL  CENTER 
PO  BOX  4000 
ROCHESTER  MN  55906 

Have  a good  day  and  please  pass  this  around.  All  the  work  and  support 
that  went  into  getting  Leonard  to  a hospital  facility  to  get  his  jaw 
problem  fixed  is  greatly  appreciated. 

L~n~R,  Sue  Morales 
NWLPSN  & NWAIM 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Mar  2000  23:49:32  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - March  23,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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COMMENCEMENT  IN  A NUTSHELL. 


Through  the  Eyes  of  the  Man-on-the-band-stand . 

On  the  principle  of  "Best  first,  always  best"  we  will  begin  with  the 
last  day  - Commencement  Day  proper,  the  greatest  day,  in  some  respects 
that  Carlisle  has  ever  experienced. 

The  heaviest  snow  of  the  season  was  falling  as  the  people  from  town 
and  vicinity  gathered  to  hear  the  graduating  exercises,  held  as  usual  in 
the  large  gymnasium.  Those  from  Washington  and  other  points  at  a 
distance  had  arrived  the  day  before. 

On  the  platform  sat  many  of  the  distinguished  guests,  including 
Senator  Thurston,  of  Nebraska,  Chariman  of  the  Senate  Indian  Committee, 
Senator  McCumber,  of  North  Dakota,  Senator  Quarles,  of  Iowa,  Senator 
Bard,  of  California,  members  of  the  same  committee;  Representatives 
Eddy,  of  Minnesota;  Lacey,  of  Iowa;  Stevens,  of  Texas;  Sheldon,  of 
Michigan;  Thayer,  of  Massachusetts  - all  members  of  the  Indian  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives;  Delegate  Dennis  Glynn,  of  Oklahoma;  Dr. 
M.E.  Gates,  Secratary  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners;  General  3ohn 
Eaton,  ex-Commissioner  of  Education,  Rev.  Dr.  Paton,  missionary  from  the 
Hebrides;  Governor  Brady,  of  Alaska;  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  lackson. 
Commissioner  of  Education  of  Alaska;  Miss  Estelle  Reel,  Superintendent 
of  United  States  Indian  Schools,  and  a number  of  others. 

The  opening  Overture  by  the  Band-  Tannhauser,  was  listened  to 
attentively  and  was  enthusiastically  applauded  by  the  visitors. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Reverend  Dr.  Patton,  the  venerable  and  venerated 
Hebrides  missionary,  whose  long  white  locks  and  calm,  sweet  features 
added  impressiveness  to  the  fervent  petition  offered. 

The  words  of  the  school  song,  which  followed,  were  composed  by  Elaine 
Goodale  Eastman,  now  with  us,  to  which  Robert  Hood 
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Susie  Yupe,  Sophia  American  Horse  and  Louisa  Rogers  are  the  new  pupil 
teachers . 

Mrs.  Crawford  of  Chambersburg,  has  been  visiting  Miss  Hill.  She  takes 
Mary  Hunter  home  with  her  to  fill  Cynthia  Lambert's  place.  Cynthia  is 
now  a Junior. 

There  are  some  very  great  and  natural  born  kickers  in  the  Indian 
service,  but  Carlisle  possesses  the  greatest  of  them  all  in  the  person 
of  Frank  Hudson.  [Chemawa  American. 

It  will  be  rememberd  that  the  Red  Man  for  March  is  promised  a few  days 
later  than  the  usual  date  - the  15th,  so  as  to  get  in  the  Commencement 
proceedings.  The  current  issue  is  now  mailing. 

The  Band  held  an  informal  social  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  room  on  Tuesday  night 
this  being  their  last  week  here  previous  to  their  concert  tour  through 
the  East  and  West.  All  had  a very  enjoyable  time. 

Louisa  Juan,  Pima,  who  came  last  summer  from  Arizona,  died  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  of  consumption.  The  funeral  services  were  held  on  Wednesday 
afternoon.  All  mourn  the  loss  of  a school-mate. 

The  36  members  of  the  class  1900  have  disposed  of  themselves  as 
follows:  Misses  Poodre,  Lane,  Ryan,  Clark,  Harris,  B.  Pierce,  Doctor, 

N.  Pierce,  and  Messrs.  Murdock,  Beale,  Seneca,  Miller,  3.  Teeple  and 
Frank  Teeple,  have  gone  to  their  homes  in  the  west  and  in  New  York;  Miss 
Yupe,  is  teaching  here,  temporarily.  Miss  McCarthy  has  gone  to  live  in 
Washington,  with  Representative  Eddy;  Miss  Barada,  will  live  with  a 
family  in  Kansas  City;  Messrs.  Lufkins,  Hones,  Welch,  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Warren,  are  with  the  Band  on  its  tour;  Mr.  Muscoe  has  gone  to  Bucyrus, 
Ohio,  to  work;  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Scholder  have  commenced  Commercial 
conllege,  in  Carlisle.  Misses  Ferris,  Wolfe,  Anderson,  Turkey, 
Silverheels,  and  Messrs.  Horne  and  Allen,  have  gone  to  country  homes  for 
a time.  Miss  Cornelius  and  Mr.  Carson  are  still  here;  Miss  Kennedy  has 
gone  to  California  to  take  a position  at  Hoopa  Valley. 

Zitkala  Sa's  rendition  of  "The  Famine"  from  Hiawatha,  at  the  Memorial 
Association  in  Washington,  last  Friday  took  the  audience  by  storm.  "The 
recitation  was  a magnificent  effort,  and  the  young  girl  was  most 
enthusiastically  applauded,"  says  the  Star.  The  Post  says  "she  recited 
in  a very  capable  manner.  She  was  enthusiastically  applauded  and  was 
compelled  to  return  to  the  stage  to  bow  her  acknowledgements.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  program  she  was  taken  among  the  audience  and 
introduced  to  Miss  Longfellow,  the  poet's  daughter." 

Some  specimens  of  Academic  work  done  by  our  pupils  and  sent  to  Miss 
Botsford,  who  is  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa,  were 
shown  to  the  superintendent  and  the  high  school  teachers,  and  they 
became  very  much  interested  in  them.  The  Ft.  Dodge  schools  have  been 
closed  for  a short  time  on  account  of  small-pox.  Miss  Botsford  does  not 
seem  to  fear,  as  very  strict  measures  are  being  taken  to  keep  the 
epidemic  under  control. 


"I  am  in  finest  Company,  every  one  of  the  soldiers  treat  me  pretty 
well,  so  I make  lots  friends  in  the  15th  Infantry.  I never  got  trouble 
with  yet  since  I been  in  my  regiment.  We  have  lots  duty  here  on  this 
island,  [illegible]  four  of  them  Carlisle  boys,  last  two  weeks  ago,  and 
I was  very  glad  to  see  all  of  them.  I like  it  very  much,  my  regiment, 
officers  all  nice  men. 

URIAH  GOODCANE. 

Rev.  Methvin,  Superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Mission  School, 

Anadarko,  Okla.  arrived  last  Friday,  with  ten  pupils  - 4 girls  and  6 
boys  representing  Delaware,  Seminole,  Kiowa  and  Comanche  tribes.  Mr. 
Methvin  has  the  broadest  possible  ideas  on  Indian  education,  and 
believes  in  giving  the  rising  Indian  every  advantage  of  environment  and 
condition.  It  is  refreshing  to  talk  with  such  a missionary. 

Perry  H.  Laravie  is  very  thankful  for  what  Carlise  has  done  for  him, 
and  so  expresses  himself,  in  his  letter  renewing  for  the  HELPER.  "I  am 
very  glad  to  say  that  little  education  I receive  at  Carlisle  is  able  me 
to  do  many  things  while  I am  living,  and  thank  a many  thanks  to  our 
school  father. " 

Forward,  March! 
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The  class  of  1900  is  the  largest  that  Carlisle  has  turned  out  - 36. 

Mrs.  Cook  goes  with  the  Band  as  a chaperon  for  Zitkala  Sa. 

Susan  Gibbs  and  Mary  Bary  have  come  in  from  their  country  homes. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dos.  Kneib,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  were  guest  of  Miss  C.  Smith,  on 
Monday. 

Mrs.  Senseney,  of  Chambersburg,  was  with  us  on  a little  visit  to  her 
daughter . 

Dr.  Eastman  has  gone  to  Philadelphia  on  school  business  and  will  come 
home  by  Washington  D.C. 

The  new  teachers  - Misses  Robbins  and  Hones  have  taken  Nos.  2 and  3 
school  rooms,  respectively. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  returned  to  Wilson  College,  on  Monday.  Miss 
Hippie,  her  guest,  departed  the  same  day. 

Miss  Sara  Cannon,  of  Bridgeveille,  Delaware,  and  Miss  Mary  Hitner,  of 
Pittston,  Pa.,  are  guests  of  Miss  Nana  Pratt. 

Five  of  the  class  of  1900  were  printers  - Hohn  Teeple,  George  Welch, 
Hohn  Warren,  Charles  Roberts  and  Katie  Silverheels. 

Tonight  Misses  Cutter  and  Hill,  the  Invincibles;  Misses  Cochran  and  C. 
Smith,  Standards;  Miss  Forster  and  Mrs.  Cook,  the  Susans. 

Zenia  Tibbetts  and  Daisy  Wasson  are  spending  a week  or  so  with  us 
during  the  absence  of  Miss  Edge  from  her  home  at  Downingtown. 

Some  who  have  been  getting  the  HELPER  free  for  certain  reasons  will 
receive  them  no  more  in  that  way.  We  hope  they  will  miss  the  little 
letter,  and  send  the  required  amount  for  a year. 

Mr.  Quincy  Eaton,  of  Washington,  arrived  Wednesday,  and  went  to 
Philadelphia  yesterday,  in  the  interest  of  the  Band.  He  has  been 
appointed  treasurer. 

Miss  Ely's  hands  are  full  just  now  placing  over  a hundred  and  fifty 
boys  and  girls  in  country  homes  - the  first  Spring  outing  party.  Three 
times  as  many  will  go  later. 

Seventy-three  Freshmen  and  Sophomores  entered  the  Hunior  class  and 
fifty-one  Huniors  went  into  the  Senior  seats  on  Friday,  and 
corresponding  promotions  have  occurred  all  down  the  line. 

Sara  Kennedy,  1900,  was  full  of  hopes  when  she  said  her  good-bye's 
last  Wednesday  as  she  was  about  starting  for  Hoopa  Valley,  California, 
to  take  the  position  of  Seamstress  in  the  Government  school  there.  Miss 
Kennedy  will  have  an  eighteen-mile  mule  ride  after  she  leaves  the  ship 
that  carries  her  up  the  coast  from  San  Francisco. 

The  Standards  held  a very  interesting  meeting  last  Friday  evening. 

Some  of  the  class  of  1900  made  their  farewell  addresses,  and  among  them 
Frank  Beale,  whose  speech  was  full  of  enthusiasm. 

Hohn  Garrick,  who  recently  entered  the  United  States  Navy,  and  is 
stationed  for  a time  at  League  Island,  near  Philadalphia,  will  get  a 
class  letter  than  may  please  his  heart  some  lonely  hour.  His  letter  to 


the  class  was  greatly  appreciated. 

The  lecture  by  Dr.  Prince  of  Dickinson  College,  on  Wednesday  night, 
subject  "The  First  Secreatry  of  War,"  was  princely  and  teeming  with 
anecdote  and  useful  information,  those  who  failed  to  hear  him  missed  a 
great  treat.  Henry  Knox  was  a wonderful  man  and  we  know  him  now  better 
than  ever  before. 

Agent  and  Mrs.  H.C.  Baird,  of  Santee  Agency,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska, 
arrived  on  Wednesday,  bringing  7 pupils  for  Carlisle.  The  Santee  boys 
and  girls  were  delighted  to  see  their  friends.  Guy  Hones'  father  is 
issue  clerk  at  the  agency  and  has  been  for  20  years.  He  is  a good 
neighbor  and  friend. 

The  Band  leaves  today  for  Philadelphia  on  its  tour  in  the  States. 
Tonight  and  tomorrow  they  play  in  Philadelphia.  Sunday  will  be  spent  in 
Trenton,  and  on  Monday  a matinee  will  be  given  in  Trenton.  The  same 
evening  a concert  will  be  given  in  Bristol,  and  on  Tuesday  evening,  the 
27th  they  play  again  in  Trenton.  On  Wednesday  night,  the  28th,  New  York 
City;  Thursday  29th,  Newark,  Friday,  the  30th,  Brooklyn.  This  is  as  far 
as  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  the  dates. 

On  Saturday  last,  the  Band  boys  were  the  invited  guests  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  play  at  the  White  House,  Mrs.  McKinley 
selecting  the  numbers  rendered.  The  latter  was  delighted  with  the 
music,  and  spoke  in  high  praise  of  the  performers.  At  the  same  time 
Miss  Zitkala  Sa,  recited  for  Mrs.  McKinley,  and  received  from  her  hands 
a large  bunch  of  beautiful  English  violets,  which  she  prizes  very 
highly. 

The  Band's  playing  at  the  longfellow  Memorial  Association,  in 
Washington,  last  Friday,  was  well  received  by  the  audience.  At  the 
close  of  the  exercises  the  distinguished  Chauncey  Depew  made  a motion, 
"declaring  that  the  great  audience  present,  including  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  several  members  of  the  Cabinet  express  their 
delight  and  satisfaction  at  the  fine  musical  program  rendered  by  the 
Carlsle  Indian  School  Band,  which  was  enthusiastically  adopted." 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Keep  the  grass  off. 
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Bowers  put  music.  This  song  rendered  by  700  voices,  accompanied  by  the 
Band  in  modulated  tones  was  marked  with  spirit  and  a touch  of  pathos, 
especially  these  lines  so  appropriate  to  the  occasion: 

"Out  of  the  darkness  behind  us. 

Into  the  light  before; 

Out  from  the  long  separation. 

In  by  the  open  door 

Out  of  the  tribal  fetters; 

Into  the  nation's  arms,  etc.  etc. 

The  graudating  orations  interspersed  with  music  and  recitations 
followed.  All  of  these,  together  with  the  masterly  address  by  Dr.  Gates 
before  presenting  the  diplomas,  and  the  splendid  speeches  which  followed 
will  appear  in  the  current  number  of  the  Red  Man  now  mailing. 

To  go  back  to  the  beginning: 

The  Commencement  of  1900  was  ushered  in  by  Dr.  M.W.  Stryker's  lecture 
before  the  literary  Societies  on  Tuesday  evening;  mention  of  which  was 
made  last  week. 

On  Wednesday  at  noon  a special  train  from  Washington  brought  the 
Congressional  party  and  others  from  the  Capital  City.  There  were  more 
Congressmen  this  year  than  for  several  years  past,  and  most  of  the 
Indian  Committees  of  the  Senate  and  House  were  western  gentlemen. 

The  delegation  of  farm  patrons  from  Bucks  County  and  other  sections  of 
this  State  and  New  Dersey  was  not  so  large  as  in  former  years  there 
being  but  about  35  or  40,  all  of  whom  lodged  in  town  at  boarding  houses 
specially  provided. 

A number  of  Indians  from  New  York  and  a few  from  the  west  were  also 
present.  A complete  list  of  the  visitors  will  be  given  in  the  Red  Man. 

The  Band  gave  its  annual  concert  on  the  Bandstand  between  12:30  and 
1:30,  by  which  time  the  visitors  had  partaken  of  lunch  and  had  gone  to 


the  gymnasium  to  witness  the  gymnastic  drill.  This  is  always 
interesting,  and  no  little  admiration  and  surprise  at  the  perfection  and 
grace  of  movement  in  the  military  drill,  and  the  various  exercises  with 
dumbbells,  Indian  clubs,  wands  and  extension  work,  was  expressed. 

The  industries  as  carried  on  in  the  shops,  laundry,  sewing-room, 
bakery  and  elsewhere,  were  inspected.  The  Indian  blacksmith  at  his 
anvil,  the  painter  with  his  brush,  the  carpenter  at  his  bench,  and  the 
harness-maker  with  his  horse,  the  shoe-maker  and  his  waxend,  the  tinner 
at  his  soldering-pot,  the  printer  at  his  case  and  press,  the  plasterer 
with  his  trowel,  the  plumber  at  the  pipes,  the  engineer  at  the  boilers, 
the  ironing  girl  at  the  mangle,  the  washer-woman  at  the  centrifugal 
wringer,  the  seamstress  with  her  measuring  tape,  the  cook  at  the  soups, 
the  trained  nurse  in  the  hospital  ward,  the  dining  room  waitress  at  her 
table,  all  received  due  attent 
ion  and  were  judged  according  to  worth. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  the  usual  "class  meeting"  as  Major  Pratt  calls 
them  was  held.  Most  of  the  inspiring  speeches  by  distinguished  visitors 
made  at  this  meeting  are  quite  fully  reported  for  the  Red  Man.  There 
was  a large  crowd  present  and  the  occasion  was  one  long  to  be 
remembered . 

It  was  at  this  meeting  that  Zitkala  Sa  recited  the  famine  scene  in 
Hiawatha,  surprising  her  audience  with  an  artistic  rendition  that  was 
delightful  to  hear.  A Dakota  girl,  in  Dakota  costume  of  beaded  and 
fringed  buckskin,  with  her  long  black  locks  combed  very  smoothly  over 
the  ears  and  braided  in  2 braids,  she  was  decidedly  picturesque  and 
typical  in  style,  and  the  recital  from  start  to  finish  would  have 
satisfied  Longfellow's  highest  ideal  of  native  grace  and  eloquence. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  academic  department  was  inspected.  Throngs  of 
visitors  crowded  the  various  classes,  beginning  with  the  interesting 
Sloyd  room  the  attractive  art  room,  the  normal  department,  and  on 
through  the  14  rooms  and  grades  successively  till  the  highest  room 
occupied  by  the  class  about  to  graduate  was  reached.  There  were 
interesting  exercises  in  all  the  class  rooms,  and  in  several, 
discussions  arose  through  the  questioning  of  the  visitors.  The  Porto 
Rican  Tariff  bill  was  intelligently  disussed,  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  asking  members  of  the  various  classes  what  they  thought 
should  be  done. 

General  Eaton  conducted  the  party  and  explained  as  they  went  along, 
which  added  interest.  In  Miss  Cutter's  room  Rev.  lames  Fraser,  for 
several  years  a missionary  in  the  south  west,  asked  how  many  church 
members  there  were  in  the  graduating  class,  to  which  a large  number 
responded  by  raising  hands.  He  said  he  had  asked  the  question,  because 
a returned  Carlisle  graduate  had  led  a murderous  raid  down  in  Arizona 
while  he  was  there.  When  asked  the  name  of  the  leader  he  could  not 
tell,  but  said  he  was  an  Apache,  and  the  old  Apache  Kid  lie  so  many 
times  refuted  by  those  who  know  the  truth  of  the  story  was  again 
resurrected,  but  Major  Pratt  took  the  occasion  to  state  that  the  story 
was  an  imfamous  falsehood,  that  Apache  Kid  was  not  a graduate  of 
Carlisle,  and  that  it  had  been  proven  that  he  had  never  attended  any 
school . 

To  sum  it  all  up.  Commencement  of  1900  was  a great  success  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  while  Carlisle  and  the  ideas  she  promulgates  in  the 
line  of  Indian  education  has  taken  another  grand,  big  step  forward. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 

"RE : Cow  Walkers"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Mar  2000  07:54:48  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : cow  walkers . . 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


talked  with  a group  of  skins  and  someone  mentioned  they  had  seen  a cow 
walker  in  the  fields  out  by  the  river,  the  brush  is  thick  near  there 
and  at  night  there  is  the  sound  of  breaking  branches  and  the  sky  was 
really  dark,  it  was  during  this  time  someone  heard  a cow  walker  making 
the  rounds. 

how  strange  a word,  cow  walker,  what  is  that  you  are  talking  about, 
in  this  country  it  is  said  there  are  skin  walkers,  those  that  have 
certain  mystical  powers  to  shift  their  shapes,  but  it  has  been  a long 
time  since  anyone  has  had  the  power,  but  some  have  tried  to  do  it. 

the  ones  that  know  a little  and  try  to  do  those  things  of  the  night, 
those  people  we  call  'cow  walkers'  since  they  scare  mainly  the  cows  and 
every  once  in  a while  someone  who  is  sitting  at  home. 

they  lurk  in  the  shadows  and  move  about  clumsily  in  the  dark,  they  are 
not  fast  and  some  are  not  really  shape  shifters  but  think  they  are  and 
they  are  cow  walkers .. .they  don't  frighten  anyone,  nor  do  they  bring 
good  or  evil,  but  go  about  walking  about  like  cows,  with  no  particular 
place  to  go ...  . 

oh,  I said...i  have  not  seen  any  of  those... they  people  there,  those 
natives  looked  at  me  and  said,  you  will,  they  find  a way  to  let  you 
know  they  are  there... i looked  about  me  and  stared  into  the  brush... 

I wonder  where  these  cow  walkers  are... 

"RE : Poem:  My  Sweet  Weeping  Willow"  

Date:  Wed,  6 Dan  1999  01:18:37  -0500 
From:  "Kelly  Potts"  <tokala@qisfl.net> 

Sub j : My  Sweet  Weeping  Willow 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

And  Sleeping,  I dreamt  of  a dew  covered  meadow. 

Watching  the  sun  slowly  rise. 

When  out  of  the  mist  rose  a tall  weeping  willow 
So  tall,  but  with  tears  in  its  eyes. 

"Why  do  you  weep?"  I asked  of  the  willow? 

"You  have  water  and  fresh  air  to  breath." 

You  look  so  lovely  and  stand  so  strong. 

And  your  limbs  are  so  full  of  leaves." 

I quietly  waited  for  the  willow  to  answer. 

It  spoke  sadly  while  sheltering  me. 

"I'm  weeping  the  sorrow  and  I'm  weeping  the  pain. 

Of  a love  you  are  taking  from  me." 

"Do  I know  this  love?"  I asked  of  the  willow, 

"It  is  someone  I've  passed  in  my  day?" 

"Yes."  Sobbed  the  willow,  "She's  our  mother  the  Earth. 

Tell  me  why  have  you  turned  her  away?" 

"Please  tell  me  more."  I begged  of  the  willow, 

"Teach  me  all  of  the  things  you've  been  shown. 

Tell  me  great  tree,  of  our  mother,  the  world. 

And  the  things  that  I should  have  known." 

"Okay"  cried  the  willow,  "Come  and  sit  down. 

At  the  base  of  this  sweet  weeping  tree. 

The  things  I will  tell  you  are  the  things  she  has  said. 

But  don't  tell  her  you  heard  them  from  me." 

"The  tears  that  I cry  are  not  really  mine. 

They  are  hers  she  has  given  to  me. 

She  is  mourning  her  sons  who  have  strayed  from  the  path 
For  those  who  choose  not  to  see." 


"My  leaves  are  caresses  she's  given  to  you. 

To  comfort  a heart  that's  in  need. 

My  branches,  so  strong  are  her  hugs  in  the  night, 
upon  which  a soul  needs  to  feed." 

"Her  tears  I am  shedding,  to  help  melt  the  ice. 

Of  your  heart  which  is  frozen  like  stone. 

She  lends  you  her  strength  and  gives  all  of  her  love 
You  see,  son,  you're  never  alone." 

So  I'll  rest  tonight,  as  I lay  down  my  head 
And  I'll  snuggle  my  soft  feather  pillow. 

The  tree  starts  to  sway  as  my  cares  drift  away. 

And  I'll  dream  of  my  sweet  weeping  willow. 

Kelly 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Mar  2000  07:20:32  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub  j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  9-15 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

9 

Time  lays  no  claim  upon  the  earth's  spell  of  wonder. 

10 

Earth's  seasons  are  like  the  tides  of  the  sea,  ke  kai,  -- 
timeless  and  everlasting. 

11 

When  man  has  come  and  gone,  the  land  will  remain. 

12 

Pele  makes  the  land  which  is  shaped  by  the  ocean. 

13 

If  you  want  to  hear  the  secret  voice  of  the  wind,  ka  makani, 
you  must  first  learn  to  listen. 

14 

In  your  time  upon  this  earth,  remember  to  walk  with  dignity. 

15 

Whale  song  calls  me  in  my  dreams. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  2 April  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

lanet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Date:  Mon,  27  Mar  2000  15:19:46  -0700 
From:  wes  wildcat  <wildcat@scd . ucar . edu> 
Sub j : Native  American  Awareness  Week 


Sunday-Friday,  April  9-14,  2000,  at  the  University  of  Colorado,  Boulder 


campus . 

The  pow-wow  is  Sunday,  April  9th  at  the  UMC  Glen  Miller  Ballroom  from 
ll:00am-6:00pm. 

Hulleah  Tsinhnahjinnie,  photographer  and  artist,  will  speak  and  show  her 
work  Monday  evening,  April  10th  at  Humanities  150. 

Tuesday  April  11th,  will  be  a Native  Journalist  panel  at  Humanities  150, 
featuring  Betty  Reid,  Jody  Rave,  Sonya  Paul  Gavin  and  David  Cournoyer. 

Wednesday,  April  12th,  the  film,  "Naturally  Native,"  will  be  shown  as 
part  of  the  International  Film  Series,  with  two  showings  at  7:00pm  & 
9:30pm.  Admission  is  $4  for  the  public  and  $3  for  students  at 
Muenzinger  Auditorium. 

The  Silver  Feather  Tour  with  Joanne  and  Diane  Shenandoah  and  Mary 
Youngblood  will  be  Thursday,  April  13th  at  7:30pm  at  the  UMC  Glen  Miller 
Ballroom . 

Friday  evening  will  be  a CU  student  panel,  at  Hellems  141  at  7:00pm. 

All  events  except  for  the  movie  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  Call 
Oyate  Indigenous  Organization  at  303-492-8874  for  more  information. 

Their  email  address  is  oyate@ucsub.colorado.edu 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche--nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Sub j : SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/African  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  Jack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  Jewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) : 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 


Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D.Benally@Dartmouth.edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Afro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta.T.Smith@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Mon,  24  lan  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pan 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Mon,  3 Apr  2000  16:37:00  -0600 
From:  "Terry,  Lu"  <TerryLE@mso . umt . edu> 

Sub j : KYI-YO  Powwow 

The  University  of  Montana  - KYI-YO  POWWOW 

April  28,  29,  and  30,  2000 

Adams  Center  (the  renovated  Field  House) 
Missoula,  MT  59812 

for  more  info:  Hererny  McDonald  406-829-8785  or 
Kyi-Yo  Office:  406-243-2703 

Grand  Entry  Times: 

7 pm  - Friday,  April  28,  2000 
1 pm  & 7 pm  - Saturday,  April  29,  2000 
Noon  - Sunday,  April  30,  2000 


Master  of  Ceremonies:  Earl  Old  Person  & Kenny  Scabby  Robe 

Host  Drums:  Blacklodge,  White  Swan,  Washington 

Young  Grey  Horse,  Browning,  Montana 

Arena  Director:  Jonathan  Windy  Boy 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Jonathan  Gopher 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Kishey  Baker 

Admission:  $3.00  per  day,  elders  over  60:  $2  per  day 

Free  to  registered  dancers,  drummers  & children  4 years  and  under 

Dance  Registration:  $2  per  contestant 
+++++++++++++ 

1st  Annual  Kyi-Yo  Handgame  Tournament  starts  Saturday,  April  29  at  1 p.m 

Entry  Team  Fee:  $150,  five  people  per  team 

bring  your  own  chairs  - open  games  throughout  the  weekend 

for  more  info:  Derek  Knows  His  Gun  406-243-1669 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
HOST  GOURD  SOCIETY:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361, 

or  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:51:59  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Haskell  Powwow 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS  is  having  their  annual 
powwow  May  12  thru  May  14,  2000.  If  anyone  is  interested  please  call 
or  email  me  for  more  information.  (785)  749-8485 


Date:  Sun,  09  Jan  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 
lamie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 


an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 

Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 


with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 


Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
loan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  lohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  ludy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 


November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call  to 
confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

April 

7 OU  American  Indian  Student  Association/  Miss  Indian  OU  Pageant, 

7:00  pm  in  the  Meacham  Auditorium  OU  Student  Union.  Contact  Shannon  Freeman 
405-325-3163. 

7 Putnam  City  School  System's  Pow-wow  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Contact  Cricket  Shields  at  405-495-0168. 

7- 9  University  of  Iowa  Pow-wow  2000  at  Conner  Hawkeye  Arena  in  Iowa  City, 
Iowa.  For  info  call  319-335-8298. 

8 Dance  of  the  Two  Moons,  Benefits  the  Children's  Programs  of  Indian  Flealth 
Care  Resource  Center.  6:30  to  Midnight,  dinner  at  7pm  at  Southern  Hills 
Marriott  Flotel.  Tickets:  $40  individual,  $75  a couple.  Corporate 
Sponsorships  and  Tables  Available. 

For  more  information  call  Indian  Health  Care  § 382-1205 

8 Annual  Central  University  Pow-wow  Edmond,  OK.  Contact  Dessica  at 
405-974-2580. 

8 10th  Annual  Pow-wow  at  Washington  University  in  St.  Loouis,  MO.  Call 
Kathryn  M.  buder  center  for  American  Indian  Studies  at  314-935-4510. 

8- 9  Iupui  Y2K  Pow-wow,  Free  Admission  at  Natorium  Gymnasium  901  W.  New  York 
St  in  Downtown  Indianapolis.  Contact  us  at  (317)  274-8207, 

email  at  macarrel@iupui.edu. 

11-15  28th  Annual  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian  Tahlequah,  OK.  Call  the 


Center  for  Tribal  Studies  at  NSU  for  more  information  at  1-918-456-5511. 
Seminars,  lectures,  pow-wow,  and  more! 

14  11th  Annual  AISA  Stompdance  at  Oil,  Norman,  OK  at  the  Lloyd  Noble  Center. 
For  more  information,  call  (405)325-3163. 

14-15  23rd  Annual  Pow  Wow  Celebration  by  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  at  Albert 
V.  Sallas  County  Park,  New  Caney,  Texas.  Hours:  Friday  7:00  PM  Dancing 
Starts,  Saturday  2:00  PM  Gourd  Dancing,  5:00-7:00  PM  Dinner  Break,  and  at 
7:00  PM  Dancing  Resumes. 

For  more  information,  contact  Dale  Adams  § (713)  475-0221 
or  Grant  Gaumer  § (281)  448-8435. 

15  OU-AISA  86th  Annual  Adult  Contest  Pow-wow.  At  the  Lloyd  Nobe  Center  in 
Norman  OK.  For  more  information,  call  (405)  325-3163. 

15  86th  Annual  University  of  OK  Contest  Pow-wow  Norman,  OK.  Contact  Shannon 
Freeman  at  405-325-1468. 

15  7th  Annual  Choctaw  Inter-Tribal  Pow-wow  at  Bryan  County  Fairgrounds  in 
Haggard  Building  1901  S.  9th  Durant,  OK.  Free  Admission. 

For  more  information,  call  580-924-9411. 

15  Wedding  Day  Pow-wow  Celebrate  with  Billy  and  Erin.  Sponsored  by  the  Bemo 
and  Plumley  families.  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  Pow-wow  Grounds,  Stroud,  OK. 

2:00  pm  gourd,  5pm  supper,  8 intertribals . 

15  Retirement  Dance  for  Eli  Warrior  White  Eagle,  OK  Culture  Center.  Gourd 
Dance  2:00PM  Supper  at  5:30  PM.  Call  for  information  405-631-8214. 

19  Native  American  Dob  Fair  VI,  Tulsa  Convention  Center.  Sponsored  by  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Times.  For  more  information,  call  1-918-438-6548. 

21-23  14th  Annual  Arizona  State  University  Spring  Competition  Pow-wow 
Tempe,  AZ.  Contact  Lee  Williams  at  580-965-5224. 

21-23  University  of  Tulsa  Spring  Pow-wow  Allen  Chapman  Activity  Center, 
Student  Union  Building,  University  of  Tulsa  Campus. 

John  McClelland,  at  1-918-343-3811. 

22  7th  Annual  Benefit  Pow-wow  for  Lawrence  Native  Youth  Scholarship  Fund 
at  Douglas  Co.  Fairgrounds,  4-H  Building  #21,  Lawrence,  KS. 

785-843-4053. 

22  Second  Annual  University  of  Texas  Contest  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  the 
Longhorn  American  Indian  Council.  University  of  Texas  Union  Grand 
Ballroom,  Austin,  Texas.  Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts,  full  pow-wow  program. 

Call  Amy  Lewis  at  512-232-2960  for  more  information. 

22  Annual  Benefit  Dance  Oklahoma  Indian  Theatre  And  Dance  Company  National 
Guard  Armory  4200  blk  of  N.  Mingo  Valley  Expressway,  Tulsa,  OK. 

Call  for  information:  918-241-6292. 

27- 29  Annual  Talihina  Indian  Festival,  Talihina  OK.  Call  1-918-567-25309. 

28- 29  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow-wow  Albuquerque,  NM.  For  more  information, 
call  505-836-2810. 

28-30  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Location:  National 
Guard  Armory  Guntersville,  Alabama.  Directions:  From  US  Hwy  431  in 
Guntersville  (at  the  Holiday  Inn)  take  AL  Hwy  79  South  .7/10ths  mile  to 
Cherokee  Elementary  School.  Turn  right  on  Willow  Beach  Rd.  Turn  Left  on 
Creek  Path  Rd.  to  Pow-wow.  Over  $7,000.00  in  Dance  Competition  Prize  Money! 
Admission:  Adults  $5.00,  Children  (under  12)  $3.00.  For  more  information, 
contact  Gina  Williamson  at  5005  Elizabeth  Street,  Guntersville, AL 


35976.  Phone  256-582-0114. 

29  Graduation  Honor  Pow-wow  for  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells,  at  Tahlequah 
Community  Building,  Tahlequah,  OK.  2 pm  Gourd  dancing,  430  supper,  730  grand 
entry.  All  drums,  dnacers  and  vendors  are  welcome.  Call  918-458-6384. 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub  j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  3o3o  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
3osh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7015.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

JULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 


PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 


FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 


Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I've  got  so  far. . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~Lower  South~ 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 


new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 

~Alabama~ 

Apr.  2-30:  Birmingham  International  Festival  Salute  to  Native  Americans,  an 
exhibition  at  the  Birmingham  Civil  Rights  Institute,  520  16th  St., 

Birmingham.  Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  10am-5pm;  Sun.  l-5pm. 

Info:  Bessie  Alexander  (205)  328-9696. 

Apr.  8:  Ancestor  Swap  Meet,  200  Broad  St.,  Gadsden.  A chance  to  swap 
genealogy  lessons  with  researchers  from  around  the  country. 

Info:  Fred  Nicholson  (256)  546-7345. 

Apr.  11:  Native  American  Student  Art  Exhibit  Reception,  at  Birmingham  Museum 
of  Art,  2000  8th  Ave.  North,  Birmingham.  Reception  is  5:30pm-7:00pm. 

Exhibits  will  be  in  the  Museum's  Sonat  Gallery  from  April  10th  thru 
April  28th.  Info:  Iris  Gross  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  14-16:  Native  American  Street  Festival,  at  Linn  Park,  Birmingham.  This 
will  be  a cultural  haven  of  Native  American  traditions,  lifestyles  and  arts. 
Rita  Coolidge  will  be  the  headline  entertainer.  Times:  10am-7pm,  Fri.  & Sat. 
10am-6pm,  Sun.  Check  out  www.bifsalutes.org  for  attractions  & activities 
relating  to  this  event.  Vendors  may  contact  Becky  Hill  at 
bifbecky@bellsouth.net.  For  further  info,  contact  Becky  Hill  or 
Iris  Gross  at  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  21-23:  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow,  at  Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander 
City.  HD:  Bird  Chopper;  HM:  Chris  Red  Wolf  Perez  ; HL:  Mary  Morning  Dove 
Verrett;  AD:  Chuck  Morris;  MC:  Rick  Bird.  School  Day  is  9am-2pm  on  Friday, 
with  gates  open  til  4:00pm.  A limited  amount  of  primitive  camping  is 
available  on-site,  and  the  park  has  over  300  improved  campsites  available  at 
reasonable  rates.  Wind  Creek  State  Park  is  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Martin,  and  has  boat  launch  areas,  swimming  & picnic  areas,  fishing  piers  & 
a camp  store. 

For  more  information  & reservations,  call  1-800-ALAPARK . Grand  Entries  for 
the  competition  pow  wow  are  11am  & 6pm  on  Saturday,  and  1pm  on  Sunday. 
Admission  charged.  Vendors  by  invitation  only. 

Info:  Sandy  Faulk  (334)  541-2505. 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County  Fairgrounds 
Anniston.  Student  Days:  Weds. -Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow  wow  times:  Fri., 
5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12  noon  Sunday. 

HD:  TBA;  HM:  Anthony  Waters;  HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native  American  Honor 
Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker.  This  is  a 
non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  drums  & 
dancers . 

Info:Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail:  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com. 

Apr.  28-30:  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
Guntersville  National  Guard  Armory,  on  Creek  Path  Road,  off  of  Hwy.  79, 
Guntersville.  Schedule:  Fri.,  Childrens  Day  from  8am-3pm.  GO:  7:30am, 

GE:  9am  (demonstration  dancing),  GC:  10:30pm.  Concessions  open  7:30am-7:00pm 
Bonfire  from  7pm-10pm.  Vendors  are  welcome  to  stay  open  during  bonfire;  Sat. 
GO:  8am,  registration  deadline  for  Princess  contest.  Dance  & Drum  competition 
is  10:30am.  Dance  & Princess  registration  fee  is  $3.00.  Over  $7,000.00  is 
available  for  Dance  prize  money.  Drum  competition  has  $1,000.00  in  prize 
money.  All  Native  American  Drums  are  welcome.  GE:  11am,  competition  from 
noon  til  8pm.  There  will  also  be  an  archery  competition  sponsored  by  Taylor 
Self  Bows.  Bonfire  7pm  til  10pm  - vendors  may  remain  open.  GC:  10:30pm;  Sun., 
GO:  10am,  GE:  12  noon,  competition  finals  from  1pm  til  5pm.  HD:  White  Horse 
Singers;  HM:  Running  Horse  Spirit  Smith;  HL:  Dorothy  Helton;  AD:  Gary 
Thunder  Eagle  Tousey;  MC:  TBA.  Grounds  security  & EMT  service  will  be 
provided . 

Admission:  $5.00  - adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12.  Concessions,  shower 


facilities,  handicap  facilities  available.  Free  primitive  camping  available 
for  dancers  & drums. 

Vendor  info:  Dames  Moon,  PO  Box  169,  Holly  Pond,  AL  35083 

(256)  796-8900;  Drum  & Dancers  contact:  Gina  Williamson,  5005  Elizabeth  St., 
Guntersville,  AL  35976  (256)  582-0114;  Schools  & youth  groups  contact:  Trish 
Pearce,  1226  Alabama  Hwy.  68,  Albertville,  AL  35951  (256)  878-0758. 

Apr.  29-30:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot,  at  Tannehill 
Ironworks  Historical  State  Park,  McCalla.  Archery  competition  using 
traditional  bows  & arrows.  Benefits  go  to  Children's  Hospital.  Sat., 

8am-5pm;  Sun.,  8am-2pm.  Info:  Helon  Riggins  (205)  477-5711. 

May  6-7:  Russell  Cave  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport.  Times:  Sat.,  10am-4pm;  Sun.,  9am-3pm.  No  admission 
charge.  Info:  David  Walker  (256)  495-2677. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in  Wetumpka  at 
7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon  their  removal 
to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing,  McFarland  Park  in 
Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in  Tuscumbia. 

Gourd  Dance  Saturday/Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911, 
or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around 
a native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged. 

Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe  (256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head.  Head  staff  & entertainment  TBA.  On-site 
camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission  charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail:  ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Note:  for  further  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau 
of  Tourism  & Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927,  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  the  state's  pow  wows  & information  on 
Alabama's  seven  state-recognized  Indian  Tribes,  contact  the  Alabama  Indian 
Affairs  Commision,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104,  or 
call  (334)  242-2831. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion, 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  8:  Kathryn  Buder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  Pow  Wow,  at 
Washigton  University,  St.  Louis.  This  is  a contest  pow  wow  sponsored  by  the 
Kathryn  Bruder  Center  for  American  Indian  Studies  & the  George  Warren  Brown 
School  of  Social  Work.  HD:  The  Tribe.  Contestants  must  make  both  Grand 
Entries  & be  in  full  regalia.  There  will  also  be  a Drum  contest,  and  all 
drums  are  welcome.  Info:  (314)  935-4510  or  e-mail:  gourddancerl@hotmail.com. 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 
OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 


Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  lames  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Iordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7015,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Bismarck  Delgado  via  Aqiimuk,  Dan  Hirsch, 
Save  Ward  Valley,  Friends  of  Lubicon,  Martha  E Ture,  Kelly  Potts,  Dave  Evad, 
Wild  Horse  via  Sumer,  Denise  Maloney  Pictou  and  Deborah  Maloney  Pictou 
Debra  Sanders,  Pat  Morris,  Danet  Smith,  Dohnny  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:46:49  2000 
Date:  Tue,  11  Apr  2000  17:58:36  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.016 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Indianz  elist,  Innu-L  & 
NatFilm  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"[The  white  man's  court]  tries  [Indians],  not  by  their  peers,  nor  by 
the  customs  of  their  people,  nor  the  law  of  their  land,  but  by 
superiors  of  a different  race,  according  to  the  law  of  a social  state 
of  which  they  have  an  imperfect  conception,  and  which  is  opposed  to 
the  traditions  of  their  history,  to  the  habits  of  their  lives." 

Crow  Dog,  Lakota,  Ex  Parte  U.S.  Supreme  Court  (1883) 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 


States  Constitution,  | Nations, 

so  that  my  forefathers  | 

shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


+ - __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 


| Journey  I 

j The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  I 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

j ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  events  which  are  unfolding  around  us  are  all  things  that  have  been 
prophesied.  There  have  been  terribly  sad  desecrations,  but  we  were  told 
these  things  would  come  to  be. 

Some  greet  these  events  with  the  sadness  benefiting  the  desecration 
of  anything  Sacred.  Others  look  to  the  promised  time  of  great  peace 
which  will  follow,  and  are  appropriately  pleased  to  see  more  of  our 
ancestors  truths  vindicated. 

There  is  balance  in  all  things.  The  great  peace  will  only  come  after 
the  fourth  great  cleansing.  Pray  for  the  elders.  Pray  for  the  children. 
Pray  for  the  People. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Date:  Sun,  09  Apr  2000  20:06:09  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Fwd:  About  Floyd  Hand 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  NdnGaGrl02@aol.com 

Thought  I'd  pass  this  along  to  those  of  ya'll  who  may  be  interested  or 
concerned . 

[COPIED  from  another  Email  source.] 

Take  Care. 

Kathy 


I would  like  to  ask  everyone  to  please  keep  Floyd  Hand  in  your  thoughts.  On 
this  past  Friday  Floyd  suffered  a heart  attack.  He  is  currently  undergoing 
tests  at  the  hospital  in  Rapid  City.  I spoke  with  him  this  morning  (Sunday) 
and  he  says  he  is  feeling  better. 

Wild  Horse 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

- Clarence  Basil  Cuts  The  Rope  - Justice  Flawed  by  Racism 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolf star . com 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


- Osages  File  Suit  for  $2.5  Billion 

- Paiute  and  Navajo  Nation 
Sign  Historic  Treaty 

- Continuing  Waste  Problem 
Should  Prompt  Shutdowns 

- People  of  the  Standing  Stone 

- U'wa  Update 

- Black  Mesa  Risk  Assessment 

- New  Organization 

Ties  NA  Centers  Together 

- Buffalo  Field  Campaign  Update 

- Church  Leaders  to 

Ask  Navajos  for  Forgiveness 

- Invasion  of  Indian  Country 
in  the  20th  Century 

- Global  Peace  Walk 

- Newfoundland  Transmission 
Line  Hits  Snag 


- Navajos  Move  Toward  Solar  Power 

- Bar  Scrutinized  Anew 
After  Indian's  Death 

- Carnegie  Officer  Quits 
After  Deadly  Shooting 

- Mismanagement  Blamed  for 
Loss  of  Family  Land 

- Looters  Stealing 

Native  American  Artifacts 

- Pine  Ridge  Boxers 
Held  at  Gun  Point 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Two  Carlisle 

Indian  School  Artists 

- Unsophisticated  and  Backward 

- Poem:  Beseechment 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


RE:  Clarence  Basil  Cuts  The  Rope 


Date:  Tue,  4 Apr  2000  12:39:30  -0500 
From:  "John  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  04-02-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Clarence  Basil  Cuts  The  Rope 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
4-1-00 

HAYS,  Mont.  (AP)  - Clarence  Basil  Cuts  The  Rope,  an  American  Indian 
painter  known  for  his  authentic  portrayal  of  American  Indian  culture,  his 
childhood,  wildlife  and  the  Montana  lifestyle,  died  Wednesday  of 
congestive  heart  failure.  He  was  64. 

His  work  sold  throughout  the  United  States,  Canada,  Japan  and  Germany. 
Cuts  The  Rope,  a self-taught  professional,  painted  in  oil,  water  color, 
charcoal,  pencil  and  acrylic.  A member  of  the  Gros  Ventre  Tribe,  he 
learned  pencil  drawing  with  some  direction  from  his  father. 

He  also  was  a sculptor  and  maintained  the  Cuts  The  Rope  Gallery  in  the 
log  cabin  where  he  was  born,  off  Route  66  in  Hays. 

"RE : Osages  File  Suit  for  $2.5  Billion"  


Date:  Tue,  4 Apr  2000  12:39:30  -0500 
From:  "John  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  04-02-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Osages  file  suit  for  $2.5  billion 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
4/1/00 

The  tribe  is  seeking  federal  repayment  for  government-managed  oil 
revenues  it  says  it  should  have  received.  The  Osage  Nation  on  Friday  filed 
a lawsuit  seeking  in  excess  of  $2.5  billion  against  the  United  States, 
alleging  that  the  federal  government  has  mismanaged  the  tribe's  oil  and 
gas  assets.  The  22-page  lawsuit  was  filed  in  the  U.S.  Court  of  Federal 
Claims  in  Washington,  D.C.,  against  the  United  States  of  America  through 
the  Department  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 


The  tribe  has  the  rights  to  all  minerals  in  Osage  County  in  northeastern 
Oklahoma  through  treaties  with  the  federal  government,  which  receives  and 
manages  all  oil  revenues  from  the  thousands  of  producing  wells  which  have 
been  operating  in  the  county  since  1906. 

These  monies,  the  lawsuit  noted,  were  supposed  to  be  accounted  for  in 
the  tribe's  trust  account  managed  by  the  federal  government. 

As  part  of  its  lawsuit,  the  tribe  cited  treaties  dating  back  to  1808. 

Oklahoma  City  attorney  Bradley  Brickell,  who  filed  the  breach  of  trust 
action,  accused  the  federal  government  of  "mismanagement  of  tribal  trust 
funds  and  failure  to  account"  for  them. 

Brickell  said  money  damages  due  the  Osage  Nation  for  the  alleged 
government  failures  "over  a century  of  time"  can't  yet  be  precisely 
determined,  "but  is  clearly  in  excess  of  $2.5  billion,  pursuant  to  a 
lengthy  accounting  report  furnished  to  the  tribe  by  the  government  in 
1996." 

The  Osage  minerals  and  royalty  monies  are  operated  through  BIA  offices 
in  Muskogee,  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  and  Washington,  D.C.  The  Interior 
Department  also  has  an  agency  in  Pawhuska,  which  is  charged  with 
maintaining  certain  Osage  records. 

The  Justice  Department  has  60  days  to  respond  to  the  lawsuit. 

The  Osage  Nation  purchased  Osage  County  in  1883  after  being  forced  from 
their  lands  in  Kansas  and  Missouri  by  the  U.S.  Army.  Under  treaties  and 
federal  laws,  the  United  States  holds  all  minerals  in  trust  for  the  Osage 
Nation . 

The  first  oil  produced  in  Osage  County  was  in  1906,  and  Brickell 
questioned  whether  there  has  been  a proper  accounting  of  tribal  trust 
funds  since  then. 

The  tribe  currently  has  producing-oil  leases  that  date  back  to  1921. 
There  are  currently  around  3,200  headright  owners.  Chief  Charles  Tillman 
said . 

The  tribe  purchased  the  county  in  1883  from  the  Cherokee  Nation  by 
placing  $9  million  in  trust  with  the  federal  government.  The  government, 
the  lawsuit  also  alleges,  held  the  money  for  10  years  without  paying  the 
tribe  interest  on  it. 

The  tribe  is  asking  the  court  to  enforce  laws  requiring  the  federal 
government  to  properly  manage  the  trust  assets  in  the  future  while  there 
is  still  a lot  of  oil  left  in  the  ground  in  Osage  County,  Brickell  said. 

Tillman  said  the  government  projects  that  60  percent  of  the  oil  in  Osage 
County  is  still  in  the  grounds  after  more  than  90  years  of  exploration. 

The  federal  government  is  the  trustee  and  the  bank  for  all  royalty 
revenues  of  the  Osage  since  the  oil  producers  and  purchasers  must  deposit 
royalties  in  the  U.S.  Treasury,  Brickell  said. 

After  the  mineral  revenues  are  deposited,  the  United  State  then  must 
place  the  money,  plus  interest,  into  the  tribe's  trust  account,  he  said. 

Brickell  said  the  auditing  report  shows  monies  went  into  the  Treasury, 
but  the  government  can't  account  for  a large  percentage  of  it,  nor  much  of 
the  interest  due  to  the  tribal  ac  count.  The  interest,  he  said,  "is  the 
bigger  portion"  of  the  money  sought  in  the  lawsuit. 

In  addition  to  the  lawsuit  filed  Friday,  the  tribe  has  another  federal 
court  action  seeking  $100  million,  based  on  allegations  the  government  has 
failed  to  obtain  the  proper  price  for  oil  for  their  royalties  as 
prescribed  in  leases  through  the  Interior  Department. 

Brickell  said  the  Arthur  Andersen  audit  report  showed  that  the 
government  couldn't  reconcile  67  percent  of  the  financial  transactions  in 
the  Osage  account  during  the  1972-92  period  alone. 

He  said  the  lawsuit  was  filed  after  Tillman  made  numerous  trips  to 
Washington  to  meet  with  Interior  officials  and  testify  in  congressional 
hearings.  "Nothing  was  resolved,"  Brickell  said. 

Brickell  also  said  it  has  been  shown  that  about  $800,000  in  Osage  trust 
funds  have  been  transferred  to  other  government  accounts. 
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Paiute  and  Navajo  Nation  sign  historic  treaty 
Story  and  photo  by  Debra  Moon 
The  Observer 

On  March  18th,  at  Hidden  Springs  Arizona,  north  of  Tuba  City,  Johnny  M. 
Lehi,  Sr.,  President  of  the  San  Juan  Southern  Paiute  Tribe,  and  Kelsey 
Begaye,  President  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  signed  the  first  treaty  that  two 
Indian  Tribes  have  signed  with  each  other  in  160  years.  The  dreams  and 
efforts  of  Paiute  Tribe  members,  Navajos  living  in  the  area,  officials, 
and  friends,  came  true  on  this  sunny  afternoon  after  nearly  20  years  of 
effort  and  negotiation  from  persons  on  all  sides  of  the  issue.  The  treaty 
allows  the  Paiutes  approximately  5,400  acres  of  land  of  their  own.  The 
land  designated  is  in  two  parcels  and  is  presently  occupied  by  Paiute 
families . 

The  Paiute  Tribe  began  their  efforts  to  obtain  the  land  in  1981,  when 
they  realized,  through  consultation  with  DNA-Peoples'  Legal  Services 
attorneys,  that  their  land  was  part  of  the  Bennett  Freeze  area.  As  part 
of  the  dispute  between  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  Tribes,  homes  in  this  large 
portion  of  the  western  Navajo  Reservation  cannot  engage  in  new 
construction,  nor  are  they  permitted  water  or  electricity. 

The  Southern  Paiute  Tribe  filed  a claim  in  Federal  Court,  supported  by 
the  Native  American  Rights  Fund  in  Boulder,  Colorado.  This  organization 
proved  through  research  that  Paiute  families  exclusively  occupied 
portions  of  the  land  as  early  as  1934.  The  judge's  ruling  recognized  the 
existence  of  the  Paiute  people  in  the  area,  but  declined  to  grant  them 
the  right  to  the  land  based  on  lack  of  jurisdiction  or  authority  to  make 
such  a ruling.  The  Paiutes  appealed,  and  a negotiator  was  assigned  to 
attempt  to  settle  out  of  court.  The  March  18th  Treaty  was  a result  of 
these  negotiation  efforts. 

The  Southern  Paiute  Tribe  was  federally  recognized  in  December  of  1989, 
and  the  decision  was  upheld  in  1990.  Since  that  time  the  Paiute  Tribe  has 
begun  to  establish  a more  westernized  form  of  government  with  a 
Constitution  and  public  officers.  Previous  to  that  time,  the  Tribe 
maintained  their  traditional  form  of  government.  In  fact,  despite  their 
lack  of  a land  base,  their  culture,  language,  traditional  government  and 
traditional  practices  have  survived. 

But  without  a land  base,  many  federal,  state,  private  grant  monies  and 
programs  are  not  available  to  tribes.  In  the  case  of  the  San  Juan  Southern 
Paiute,  they  could  not  obtain  their  own  funds  or  programs  without  land, 
and  they  were  often  denied  services  through  the  Navajo  Tribe,  because 
they  were  Paiute,  not  Navajo.  The  Paiutes  have  suffered  deprivation,  even 
to  the  point  of  hunger,  as  a result  of  these  discrepancies  and  other 
factors.  Through  the  present  day,  they  have  been  a very  poor  tribe.  All 
members  are  hoping  that  the  treaty  will  begin  a series  of  events  that 
will  result  in  economic  development  and  jobs  for  the  Paiute  people. 

The  treaty  signing  took  place  under  a circular  ramada  on  what  turned  out 
to  be  a perfect  spring  day.  After  an  opening  prayer  by  Ms.  Grace  Lehi, 
tribal  council  member  for  the  Paiute  Tribe,  and  a brief  address  from  Ms. 
Patonya  Tallman,  Miss  Southern  Paiute,  Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Boone,  also  a tribal 
council  member,  delivered  a poetic  speech  relating  the  struggles  of  her 
tribe. 

"There  were  times  when  we  would  lean  on  each  other  in  our  anger  and  our 
pain,"  she  emphasized.  "We  each  knew  we  had  to  become  stronger  than  our 
pain."  Council  Member  Boone  said  that  just  when  the  going  seemed  the 
roughest,  something  would  happen,  and  "like  the  changing  seasons,  before 
we  were  frozen  with  bitterness  from  the  winter  wind  in  our  faces,  the 
warm  spring  winds  were  whispering  in  our  ears,  changing  our  hearts,  and 
giving  us  encouragement  to  go  on." 

Speeches  were  short  and  delivered  in  the  Paiute  language,  Navajo  and 
English,  but  more  often,  in  a mixture  of  the  three.  Navajo  and  Paiute 


Council  Members  spoke  of  their  happiness  and  pride  on  the  day  of  the 
treaty  signing.  The  Navajo  Nation  Bodaway  Chapter  was  the  first  to 
approve  the  terms  of  the  current  treaty.  Duwayne  Tsinnijinnie,  Council 
Representative  from  the  Bodaway  Chapter,  declared,  "We  are  brothers  and 
sisters  under  God's  eyes.  We've  got  to  prove  we  can  live  together."  He 
called  the  Treaty,  "a  Big  Light  at  the  end  of  the  Tunnel"  for  both  tribes. 

Herbert  Lewis,  new  Governor  of  the  Hopi  Village  of  Upper  Moenkopi, 
presented  a letter  from  the  Hopi  Tribal  Vice  Chairman  to  Southern  Paiute 
President.  Lewis  promised  along  with  the  Vice  Chairman,  "to  work  in  the 
continued  spirit  of  peace  and  tribal  sovereignty." 

The  Treaty  is  an  Act  of  Goodwill  by  both  the  Navajo  Nation  and  the  San 
Duan  Southern  Paiute  Tribe.  The  theme  of  the  signing  ceremony  was  harmony, 
and  it  was  evident  that  many  involved  in  the  negotiations  have  been 
earnestly  seeking  ways  to  live  together.  A memorable  part  of  the  ceremony 
was  the  performance  of  three  songs  by  the  Arbor  Shade  Singers.  All 
members  of  the  group  are  children  of  the  late  Lewis  Calamity,  Sr.  Lewis 
was  well  known  by  all  the  people  involved  with  the  Treaty  for  his 
generous  spirit  and  efforts  toward  equanimity  and  respect  for  all  people. 

A Navajo  gentleman,  he  worked  to  obtain  the  Treaty  for  the  San  Duan 
Southern  Paiute  Tribe. 

Kim  Gottshalk,  Attorney  for  the  Paiute,  remarked  that  many  in  attendance 
at  the  ceremony  had  small  children  at  the  beginning  of  the  long  trek  to 
obtain  the  treaty.  He  observed  that  now  these  children  were  grown  to 
adulthood,  and  some  were  in  attendance  in  the  audience. 

Evelyn  lames.  Vice  Chairman  for  the  Southern  Paiute  Tribe,  spoke  of 
maintaining  her  friendship  with  a long-time  Navajo  friend  through  the 
ordeal.  Her  friendship  was  still  strong  and  she  felt  that  it  was  all 
worth  it  for  the  "young  people."  Evelyn,  who  looks  fairly  young  herself, 
sees  new  possibilities  for  a younger  generation.  "We're  making  room  for 
them,"  she  confirmed. 

Begaye  wished  that  the  whole  world  could  be  watching  to  see  that  "Indian 
Tribes  can  really  work  together  to  take  care  of  problems."  He  spoke  of  the 
two  tribes,  "We  [Navajo  and  Paiute]  have  always  been  close.  After  the 
Treaty  signing,  one  thing  will  happen.  We  will  be  closer." 

Johnny  Lehi,  Sr.  told  the  crowd  how  happy  he  was  that  the  event  was 
taking  place  with  the  new  plants  and  blossoms  of  spring.  He  spoke  of  his 
pride  in  the  Eagle  feather  carried  during  the  posting  of  the  colors  at 
the  start  of  the  ceremony.  "It  is  for  a healing  ceremony,"  he  explained, 
"....A  song  goes  with  it.  It  has  been  given  to  us  from  generation  to 
generation,  as  part  of  the  Sun  Dance....  I respect  that  feather."  Lehi 
was  obviously  content  looking  over  the  gathering  of  all  his  friends, 
family,  tribesmen  and  supporters  as  they  celebrated  their  agreement  with 
the  Navajo  Nation. 

The  two  tribes  exchanged  gifts  after  the  signing.  They  included  a 
traditional  peace  pipe,  four  plaque-type  baskets  from  the  Paiute,  and 
bundles  of  live  juniper  for  health,  peace  and  well-being  in  mind,  spirit 
and  body. 


"RE : Continuing  Waste  Problem  Should  Prompt  Shutdowns"  

Date:  Tue,  4 Apr  2000  17:08:44  -0700 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Subj : Continuing  Waste  Problem  Should  Prompt  Shutdowns 

The  following  article  appeared  in  the  April  3rd  Edition  of  the  Radiation 
Bulletin.  It  really  gets  to  the  point  about  nuclear  waste  and  the  most 
glaring  solution  concerning  the  production  of  it. 

Molly 

COMMENTARY  : Continuing  waste  problem  should  prompt  shutdowns 
Posted:  Monday,  April  3,  2000  | 6:34  a.m. 

By  Charles  3.  Guenther  Dr. 

NUCLEAR  POWER 

There  is  no  safe  place  to  put  nuclear  waste  and  no  safe  way  to  transport 
it.  The  only  viable  solution  is  prevention--shut  down  the  plants  and  stop 


generating  waste  that  will  be  hazardous  for  millennia. 

THE  ongoing  nuclear  waste  crisis  is  a striking  example  of  short-sighted 
science  and  technology.  It  was  as  predictable  (and  avoidable)  as  the  Y2K 
computer  problem.  Unlike  the  Y2K  problem  though,  no  amount  of  mouse- 
clicking or  computer  coding  can  subtract  one  year  from  the  24,000-year 
half-life  of  plutonium  or  remove  one  gram  of  deadly  nuclear  material. 

For  decades,  the  waste  issue  has  been  met  with  procrastination,  neglect 
and  outright  denial  by  the  promoters  of  nuclear  energy.  Now  that  the  waste 
has  piled  up  for  decades  at  nuclear  power  plants  that  should  not  have  been 
built  in  the  first  place,  the  nuclear  industry  wants  to  move  the  waste  to 
make  room  for  more. 

The  cheerleaders  who  promised  "electricity  too  cheap  to  meter"  from 
nuclear  power  plants  did  not  factor  in  the  hazards  and  costs  involved  with 
trucks  and  trains  hauling  radioactive  waste  to  dump  sites  that  would  have 
to  be  guarded  for  tens  of  thousands  of  years. 

In  1995,  the  Institute  of  Electrical  & Electronics  Engineers  reported 
that  the  nuclear  industry  was  negotiating  with  an  Apache  reservation  in 
New  Mexico  to  store  20,000  tons  of  spent  nuclear  fuel  rods  for  40  years 
"until  a Federal  disposal  plan  emerges."  The  Apaches  were  offered 
compensation  that  amounted  to  a whopping  16  cents  per  pound  a year.  Now 
the  nuclear  industry  and  some  members  of  Congress  want  to  transport  the 
waste  over  a period  of  some  30  years  across  the  country  to  Yucca  Mountain 
in  Nevada.  Nevada  doesn't  want  it,  and  there  are  serious  questions  of 
safety  concerning  both  the  transportation  and  storage  of  the  waste. 

It  is  worth  examining  how  we  got  to  this  point.  Unfortunately,  education 
in  the  post-Sputnik  era  helped  reinforce  the  erroneous  impression  that 
scientists  and  engineers  are  primarily  concerned  with  advancing  and 
developing  technology,  and  that  they  are  too  busy  and  important  to 
question  applications  or  worry  about  their  negative  effects.  Dealing  with 
nuclear  waste  seemed  somehow  janitorial,  beneath  the  dignity  of  a white- 
coated  scientist  or  a paper-pushing  engineer. 

In  1965,  I took  an  elective  course  in  nuclear  engineering  that  covered 
the  principles  of  nuclear  reactors,  reactor  operation  and  radiation 
hazards  and  shielding.  Nuclear  waste  was  not  addressed  in  any  meaningful 
way.  The  course  textbook  (Raymond  Murray,  "Introduction  to  Nuclear 
Engineering")  glossed  over  "the  waste  disposal  problem"  in  a mere  five 
pages,  with  dry  comments  such  as:  "many  suggestions  on  storage  have  been 
proposed";  and  "the  danger  is  always  present  that  vessels  (storing  waste) 
will  rupture  or  erode  away." 

Clearly,  this  was  a low-priority  issue.  But,  just  as  clearly,  nuclear 
engineers  knew  of  the  hazards  and  longevity  of  nuclear  waste,  and  were 
capable  of  estimating  the  quantities  of  waste  generated  per  kilowatt-hour 
of  electricity.  It  was  easier  (as  well  as  more  beneficial  to  one's  career) 
to  design  a shiny  new  reactor  than  to  contemplate  the  intractable  problem 
of  what  to  do  with  the  waste  that  it  would  produce. 

There  are  lessons  to  be  learned  from  the  nuclear  waste  crisis.  There  is 

no  safe  place  to  put  it  and  no  safe  way  to  transport  it.  The  only  viable 
solution  is  prevention- -shut  down  the  plants  and  stop  generating  waste 
that  will  be  hazardous  for  millennia. 

We  need  scientists  and  engineers  who  are  informed  with  humility  and 
oriented  toward  a long-term  social  responsibility.  Education  alone  may  not 
be  sufficient  to  correct  the  collective  myopia  exhibited  by  many 
practitioners  of  science  and  technology.  How  can  humility  and  social 
responsibility  be  taught  in  a culture  that  continues  to  exalt  the  rocket 

scientist  as  the  highest  evolutionary  life  form?  How  can  students  acquire 

a long-term  view  when  they  are  taught  to  embrace  technology-driven  change 
at  rates  that  exceed  society's  capacity  for  absorbing  it,  let  alone  its 
capacity  for  evaluating  and  examining  it? 

Charles  D.  Guenther  3r.  is  professor  of  engineering  & technology  at  St. 
Louis  Community  College  at  Meramec. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 
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FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  4/6/2000  11:22:36  AM  EST 

From:  <A  FIREF="mailto:Kanentiio">Kanentiio</A> 

PLEA  FOR  HELP 

from  the  Onyata:  aka 

"People  of  the  Standing  Stone" 

April  4,  2000 

Sekon, 

The  families  on  the  Oneida  Territory  extend  their  warm  wishes  to  their 
neighbors  and  friends.  You  may  be  aware  that  new  rules  and  regulations  as 
dictated  by  the  "Oneida  Nation  of  New  York,  Inc."  require  families  to  adhere 
to  laws  passed  without  the  approval  of  the  Oneida  people.  Many  Oneidas  have 
returned  to  their  ancestral  homeland  after  generations  of  displacement  but 
are  now  concerned  for  their  lives,  families  and  homes.  Linder  the  notorious 
leadership  of  R.  Halbritter  (sanctioned  and  imposed  upon  the  Oneidas  by  the 
US  Department  of  the  Interior  - Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs)  certain  orders  are 
to  be  issued  and  will  be  carried  out  by  non-Native  "deputized  police"  which 
will  evict  the  Oneida  traditional  peoples  from  their  homes  in  Dune. 

We  need  your  help.  Below  is  a list  of  items  needed: 

1.  Prayers  for  peace 

2.  Send  letters  protesting  this  injustice  to: 

President  Bill  Clinton 

The  White  House 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 

Washington,  DC  20500 

US  Attorney  General  Danet  Reno 
The  US  Dustice  Department 
950  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington,  DC  20530-0001 

First  Lady  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington  DC  20500 

Kevin  Gover 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
1849  C.  Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20240 

New  York  State  Attorney  General  Eliot  Spitzer 

The  Capitol 

Albany,  NY  12224-0341 

Sheriff  Ron  Carey 

Madison  County  Sheriff's  Department 
Box  16 

Wampsville, NY  13163 


New  York  Goveror  George  Pataki 
Executive  Chamber 
The  Capitol 
Albany,  NY  12224 

3.  Financial  contributions  and  donations  for: 

Legal  Assistance  (Center  for  Constitutional  Rights,  NYC,  NY) 

Repair  of  Homes 

Office  staff,  supplies  and  expenses: 

Telephone,  Xeroxing,  Postage,  Development  of  Website 
Video  Cameras/Cameras,  film  and  developing 
Unity  Gathering  and  Social  Dance  on  May  13,  2000 
(location  to  be  announced). 

Land  and/or  homes  for  relocation. 

Contact  information  for  potential  contributors. 

Please  send  your  contributions  payable  to: 

Onyata:  aka 

"People  of  the  Standing  Stone" 

PO  Box  450 

Oneida,  NY  13421-0450 
(315)  363-2304 

"RE : U'wa  Update"  

Date:  Sat,  08  Apr  2000  19:03:01  GMT 
From:  "y  g"  <starlightdove@hotmail . com> 

Subj : U'wa 

hey  folks, 

I just  got  off  of  a conference  call  with  Roberto  Perez,  the  President  of 
the  Traditional  U'wa  Authority ... (i ' m typing  this  up  from  hastily  taken 
notes  so  please  bear  with  me)... there  will  be  an  action  alert  from  the 
Rainforest  Action  Network  soon,  but  this  is  a more  detailed  picture. 

Perez  told  about  twenty  of  us  about  his  trip  to  the  U.S.  and  the 
different  things  he's  been  doing  all  week... from  confronting  the  president 
of  Occidental  in  front  of  a Congresswoman  (the  president  ^admitted*  that 
the  U'wa  had  not  been  consulted  about  the  project),  meeting  with  4 or  5 
other  members  of  Congress  and  members  of  the  U.S.  government  (the  state 
department,  the  World  Bank,  etc.),  lots  of  meetings  with  NGOs,  press 
interviews,  a teach-in  in  Boston,  and  he  attended  the  SEAC  conference  in 
NYC.  He  tried  to  meet  with  Gore  and  many  congresspeople  wrote  letters  on 
his  behalf,  but  Gore  was  "unavailable". 

As  many  of  you  know,  the  U'wa  won  an  injunction  against  Occidental  in 
Colombian  Courts ...  however,  Oxy  is  appealing  the  injunction  and  so  is 
EcoPetrol  - so  we  basically  have  between  now  and  the  end  of  April  to  work 
on  this  issue,  and  by  the  shareholder  meeting  in  L.A.  we  should  have  word. 

An  update  of  the  situation  on  the  ground:  they've  been  moving  forward  on 
the  national  level  in  Colombia,  there  have  been  demos  in  many  different 
cities,  there  are  4000  indigenous  people  blocking  the  main  Pan  American 
highway,  and  another  road  is  being  blocked  as  well.  In  Bogata,  a 
delegation  from  the  U'wa  Traditional  Authority  has  arrived  to  support 
some  indigenous  congresspeople  who  are  on  a hunger  strike  there  will  be 
demons  on  monday  in  several  states,  and  roberto  perez  said  we  *need* 
actions,  demos,  protest,  etc.  beginning  on  Monday.  He  urged  us  to  write 
letters  to  the  president  of  Colombia  requesting  that  the  government 
IMMEDIATELY  collaborate  with  the  U'wa  people,  so  that  the  President  will 
receive  pressure  from  all  sides  to  support  the  Indigenous  senators  who  are 
on  hunger  strike.  They  have  decided  that  they  are  willing  to  die.  The 
letter  should  also  request  that  the  government  open  up  the  means  of 
dialogue  and  begin  dialoguing  with  the  U'wa  people.  He  suggested  that 
people  use  the  media  as  well. 

"This  struggle  will  continue.  We  are  going  to  defend  life,  culture  and 
our  territory  until  the  Colombian  government  cancels  the  entire  project  on 
the  Samore  Block. " 


He  said  in  Kali,  there  are  1,000  Indigenous  people  (I  assume  he  meant 
people  protesting),  there  are  1500  in  Buena  Ventura,  there  is  a demo  in 
Antiocha  (I  apologize  for  misspellings,  btw),  4500  in  Pasto,  4500  in 
Cubera,  and  there  is  the  delegation  of  200  that  arrived  in  Bogata  to 
support  the  Indigenous  senators  on  hunger  strike. 

This  is  the  first  time  there's  been  an  indigenous  movement  to  this 
extent  in  Colombia.  Perez  said  that  before  this,  the  idea  of  protesting 
hadn't  taken  hold... and  now  it's  happening  on  a national  level.  They  are 
planning  on  doing  a public  demonstration  on  Monday  (but  he's  not  sure  if 
they've  gotten  the  authority  to  do  it),  and  there  are  plans  to  protest  in 
front  of  different  embassies. 

As  I wrote  already,  there  are  4500  protestors  in  Cubara,  and  there  have 
been  movements  by  police  against  these  protesters .. .there ' s been  some 
harassment,  they've  tried  to  arrest  some  of  the  indigenous  people,  and 
have  militarized  the  region,  and  according  to  the  information  that  Roberto 
Perez  had  received,  in  the  area  where  the  protestors  are  they  are  not 
allowing  food  and  items  for  basic  needs  to  pass  by. 

In  a demo  on  February  11th,  three  children  died  and  eight  members 
"disappeared".  The  police  arrived  to  remove  the  U'wa  blocking  the  axis 
road .. .without  warning,  the  police  evicted  the  people  gathered  there  using 
heavy  machinery  and  tear  gas,  and  eleven  members  disappeared,  3 were 
drowned  in  the  river  and  only  one  of  their  bodies  have  been  found... Most 
of  those  arrested  were  Duajitos  (again,  I apologize  for  butchering  these 
names,  but  I'm  unsure  as  to  how  to  spell  them  and  wanted  to  get  this  info 
out  a.s.a.p.)  which  is  another  group  of  indigenous  people  living  there. 
Those  drowned  and  "disappeared"  include  children  6 and  8 years  old,  and 
an  older  woman  with  a 4 month  old. 

You  can  read  more  about  this  on 

http : //www. ran . org/ran_campaigns/beyond_oil/oxy/communique_000211. html 

After  some  discussion  on  the  decision  making  process  the  U'wa  use,  I 
asked  Roberto  Perez  about  what  I'd  heard  that  the  shaman  there  were 
praying  for  rain  in  order  to  make  it  harder  for  Oxy  to  continue  their 
"project"  and  he  said,  "There  were  15  days  of  rain,  which  made  it  very 
difficult  for  Oxy  to  carry  their  activities,  but  it  also  made  things 
difficult  for  us.  The  traditional  authorities  decided  they  did  not  want 
it  to  keep  raining  more.  It  wasn't  just  stopping  the  company,  it  was 
hurting  us  as  well.  When  I left,  the  weather  was  good." 

The  vice  president  of  Oxy  is  still  giving  the  same  argument  he's  been 
giving  the  past  year,  he  said  there  were  33  consultation  meetings  with  the 
U'wa,  but  the  meetings  were  talking  about  the  evaluation  of  an  education 
project  and  about  the  scholarships  that  Oxy  has  been  giving  to  some 
students.  There  was  one  meeting  in  Naralca,  but  it  wasn't  to  make  a 
decision,  Oxy  took  that  as  a consultation  but  the  U'wa  do  not  agree  with 
that.  Also,  like  I said,  the  president  of  Oxy  admitted  before  a 
congresswoman  that  they  had  *not*  consulted  the  u'wa.  On  top  of  that, 
many  of  the  students  financed  by  Oxy  are  also  organizing  protests  and 
demos  against  this  project. 

When  asked  what  he's  defending  other  than  a piece  of  land,  Roberto  Perez 
said,  "We  are  an  Indigenous  people... in  total,  we  are  10,000.  We  have  our 
own  government,  which  is  the  Traditional  Authority.  These  are  the  ones 
who  look  over  us.  We  follow  our  own  laws.  We  were  born  under  our  laws, 
and  we  were  born  with  our  own  political  constitution  of  the  U'wa  people. 
This  is  what  we're  defending,  our  own  constitution.  There's  a law  of 
nature.  On  our  territory,  we  have  lawyers.  We  have  anthropologists.  We 
have  philosophers.  We  have  traditional  doctors.  We  have  everything. 

This  is  what  we're  defending.  Because  the  government  wants  to  destroy. 
Destroy  our  culture.  Destroy  our  thought.  And  invader  and  end  our 
cultural  ancestry.  According  to  our  laws  and  principles,  the  oil  is  the 
blood  of  Mother  Earth.  It's  what  maintains  the  balance  of  the  world. 

It's  what  sustains  nature.  For  this  we  have  to  defend  life  and  culture. 
That's  why  I'm  here  in  Washington." 

When  asked  about  "development,"  Perez  said,  "They  say  we're  working 
against  development  and  40  million  Colombians.  But  for  us  this  is  not 
development.  This  is  a threat  to  our  life,  against  our  culture,  and 
against  the  environment.  We  have  told  them  that  our  culture  is  to 


preserve  (inaudible  word  here,  sorry),  to  keep  our  air  clean  and  not  to 
contaminate  it,  this  is  what  we've  told  the  government,  to  respect  our 
territory,  but  they  haven't  understood  us." 


IN  RESPONSE 

folks  from  SEAC,  the  Action  Resource  Center,  RAN,  Amazon  Alliance,  the  U'wa 
Defense  Project,  Amazon  Watch,  and  many  other  groups  are  taking  the 
following  steps: 

1.  SEND  LETTERS,  FAXES,  and  E-MAILS  to  the  president  of  Colombia  (president 
Pastrana)  requesting  respect  for  the  court  decision,  annulment  of  the  license 
given  to  Oxy,  support  for  the  senators  on  hunger  strike,  and  encouraging  the 
President  to  start  dialoguing  with  the  U'wa.  Copies  of  these  letters  can  be 
made  to  the  different  ministers  on  Colombia.  Ask  that  U'wa  leaders  sit  on 
the  commission.  You  can  also  fax  copies  to  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Colombia,  the 
Colombian  embassy  in  Washington,  and  A1  Gore. 

2.  EARTH  DAY  - PRAYER  CIRLCE,  VIDEO  SHOWING 

NGOs  working  with  the  U'wa  have  declared  Earth  Day  to  be  a day  of  prayer  and 
solidarity  with  the  U'wa.  Put  together  a prayer  circle  or  solidarity  action 
for  the  U'wa.  (It  doesn't  have  to  be  something  separate,  you  can  do  it  at 
an  already  existing  event).  Amazon  Watch  is  putting  together  a short  (Two 
minute)  video  that's  more  like  a public  service  announcement. . .get  people  to 
air  it!  there's  going  to  be  some  celebrities  on  it  (james  bond,  etc.)  and 
you  can  get  one  by  e-mailing  amazon@amazonwatch.org.  Or  show  your  copy  of 
Thin  Green  Line 

3.  APRIL  28th  OXY  MTG.  in  Santa  Monica  in  California 

Be  there  if  you  can,  and  if  you  can't  organize  a Fidelity  protest  that  day. 

4.  Samuel  Farr  from  California  is  going  to  be  passing  on  a letter  to  his 
colleagues  to  get  them  to  sign  to  give  to  Pastrana,  so  watch  for  this... and 
you  can  call  your  representative  and  ask  for  the  foreign  policy  aid,  tell 
him/her  to  encourage  your  representative  to  sign  onto  the  letter. 

5.  Postcards  and  letters  at  public  events ...  send  them  to  your  senators  and 
to  Pastrana,  you  might  also  want  to  put  pressure  on  them  to  cut  the  military 
aid  to  Colombia 

6.  ANYBODY  UP  FOR  A DEMO? 

PLEASE  contact  me  about  this.  We  could  do  a demo  at  Fidelity,  or  maybe  try 
to  organize  another  vigil  at  the  Colombian  consulate.  I have  plenty  of 
postcards  and  information.  If  anybody  has  the  information  for  the  Colombian 
Support  Network  in  Chicago,  please  pass  it  on  to  me.  Denny  Ohlson  (who  many 
of  you  know)  was  also  on  this  conference  call  so  I'm  going  to  see  if  she's 
doing  anything  and  see  if  we  can  get  more  people  involved  in  that. 

7.  Please  keep  an  eye  out  for  the  action  alert  that  will  be  coming  soon,  on 
the  RAN  web  page,  (www.ran.org, 

http://www.ran.org/ran_campaigns/beyond_oil/oxy/index.html  for  the  u'wa 
campaign) . 

You  can  also  call  or  e-mail  RAN  for  more  information! 

8.  Those  of  us  going  to  DC  to  shut  down  the  IMF  and  World  Bank. . .there  is 
going  to  be  a protest  on  Dupont  Circle  *before*  al6  )i  think  the  11th)  but  i 
don't  have  any  more  info  on  it... ran  would  probably  know. 

thanks  everyone  for  reading! ! ! 
xxYael 


"RE : Black  Mesa  Risk  Assessment"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:40:22  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Subj : Black  Mesa  Risk  Assessment 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Sent  by  a friend,  who  thought  it  might  be  of  value  to  TL  members.  . 

Martha 

Risk  Assessment 

The  following  was  submitted  by  Bill  Sebastion.  It  was  put  together  with 
help  from  Eric  Cheyfitz,  who  teaches  Indian  Law  at  UPenn  Law  School  and  has 
written  a long  law  journal  article  on  the  relocation  issue.  The  article 


refers  to  two  documents  that  form  the  cornerstone  of  US  policy  on  Black 
Mesa.  The  A&B  lists  are  part  of  the  1995  Settlement  Agreement  and  are 
incorporated  into  PL104-301. 

The  list  of  lease  signatories  is  the  culmination  of  ONHIR' s work  for  the 
last  4 years.  Apparently,  ONHIR  never  thought  that  anyone  would  bother 
cross-checking  these  two  documents,  as  the  results  of  such  a check 
contradict  (by  a huge  margin)  every  public  statement  by  this  agency.  The 
database  included  is  derived  directly  from  these  documents,  and  anyone  can 
verify  the  accuracy  of  the  analysis. 

NORTHERN  ARIZONA  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  LEGAL  DEFENSE  FUND 
Black  Mesa  Risk  Assessment 

Public  Law  104-301  mandates  the  removal  beginning  February  1,  2000,  of  all 
Dineh  living  on  lands  partitioned  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  as  a result  of  PL 
93-531.  The  process  is  being  managed  by  the  Office  of  Navajo-Hopi  Indian 
Relocation  (ONHIR),  an  independent  federal  agency.  ONHIR  has  reported  that 
as  few  as  11  families  may  be  subject  to  removal.  After  careful  review  of 
census  data  and  other  federal  documents  relating  to  this  issue,  we  have 
concluded  that  this  figure  may  significantly  understate  the  number  of 
people  at  risk. 

Summary  of  Findings 

We  analyzed  and  cross  checked  two  documents.  The  first  was  the  list  of 
families  called  the  "A"  and  "B"  lists  which  were  derived  from  a 1992 
census,  and  which  were  used  as  the  basis  for  the  1995  Settlement  Agreement 
between  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  United  States,  which  was  ratified  and 
incorporated  into  PL  104-301.  The  second  document  was  an  internal  ONHIR 
document  dated  Duly  2,  1999  which  listed  the  signatories  on  leases  as  of 
that  date.  The  following  points  were  derived  from  this  examination: 

- 580  families  were  listed  on  the  "A"  and  "B"  lists  which  were  based  on  a 
census  performed  in  1992. 

- A list  of  lease  signatories  prepared  in  Duly  of  1999  shows  signatures 
from  only  157  of  those  families.  This  means  that  as  many  as  423  families 
may  not  be  accounted  for. 

- The  "A"  and  "B"  list  may  substantially  undercount  the  population.  For 
example,  the  1999  signatory  list  included  7 homesites  and  145  signers  who 
did  not  appear  on  the  "A"  or  "B"  list.  Their  appearance  on  the  1999  list 
strongly  suggests  that  there  are  more  unprotected  people  (non-signers,  for 
whatever  reason)  who  have  not  been  counted  in  any  census  but  may, 
nevertheless,  be  legitimate  residents  of  HPL. 

This  data  suggests  to  us  the  following: 

- The  government  and  the  Hopi  Tribe  have  not  conducted  a thorough  and 
accurate  census  on  the  HPL 

- That  without  such  a census  it  appears  illegal  in  accordance  with 
PL104-301  to  proceed  under  the  terms  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement, 
because  we  cannot  know  how  these  unaccounted  for  people  are  impacted  by 
these  terms  (presumably  because  they  were  on  the  A and  B lists  they  are 
entitled  to  either  homesites  or  relocation  benefits); 

- The  Settlement  Agreement  between  the  US  and  the  Hopi  Tribe,  which  like 
the  AA  is  also  a part  of  PL104-301  and  stipulates  cash  and  land  payments 
based  on  such  an  accurate  census,  may  not  be  undergoing  proper 
implementation.  This  last  point  involves  the  slippage  in  terminology  from 
"head  of  household"  (Settlement  Agreement)  to  "homesite"  (a  term  that  is 
vague  when  used  to  suggest  the  number  of  families  and  individuals  present 
on  the  HPL).  More  precisely,  the  Settlement  Agreement  between  the  US  and 
the  Hopi  Tribe,  incorporated  as  a part  of  PL104-301,  stipulates  that  25 
million  dollars  and  500,000  acres  of  land  are  due  the  Hopis  based  on  the 
premise  that  specified  percentages  of  Navajo  "heads  of  household"  on  the 
HPL  will  sign  the  AA. 

- The  "A"  and  "B"  list  gives  a total  population  of  1627,  which  is  2.8  times 
the  number  of  families.  In  the  1980' s,  the  relocation  office  used  a 
multiplier  of  4.5  to  convert  families  to  total  population,  which  may  be 
more  accurate  than  the  census  count.  If  the  higher  multiplier  is  used  and 
if  the  undercount  in  the  1992  census  is  as  high  as  in  the  list  of 


signatories,  the  population  of  Dineh  on  HPL  subject  to  removal  could  be  as 
high  as  3300. 

These  conclusions  were  based  exclusively  upon  the  two  federal  government 
documents,  and  we  can  supply  copies  of  the  database  in  which  the 
correlations  were  tabulated. 

A key  issue  is  the  extent  to  which  the  families  subject  to  removal  are 
eligible  for  relocation  assistance.  These  families  are  not  actively 
cooperating  with  the  ONHIR,  which  contributes  to  their  exclusion  from  the 
official  list  of  "non-signers".  This  non-cooperation  derives  from  the 
long-term  resistance  of  the  people  to  federal  intrusion  into  their 
community.  ONHIR  has  used  this  cooperation  to  its  advantage,  in  that 
enables  the  agency  to  understate  the  ultimate  consequences  of  its  programs 
and  to  minimize  the  obligation  of  the  federal  government  with  respect  to 
the  provision  of  relocation  benefits.  If  these  people  are  not  actively 
brought  into  the  process,  they  will  lose  the  opportunity  to  file  for 
relocation  benefits  before  the  scheduled  closure  of  the  program.  While  this 
will  minimize  the  financial  outlays  by  the  federal  government,  it  will 
increase  the  ultimate  hardship  upon  these  people.  Since  they  live  on  the 
land  without  the  protection  of  leases,  they  will  ultimately  be  discovered, 
upon  which  they  would  be  treated  as  trespassers  without  any  rights  - 
subject  to  the  confiscation  of  their  property  without  compensation  and 
eviction  with  no  place  to  go. 

The  review  of  these  documents  clearly  indicates  a need  for  an  immediate 
and  independent  review  of  this  issue.  Otherwise,  the  use  of  inaccurate 
data  will  lead  to  the  imposition  of  a terrible  hardship  on  these  people. 

Notes  on  Findings: 

Precedence: 

The  underestimation  of  the  consequences  of  US  policy  with  respect  to  Black 
Mesa  has  been  a consistent  feature  of  this  policy.  In  1974,  government 
officials  testified  that  the  proposed  relocation  law  would  would  cost  $40 
million  to  provide  relocation  benefits.  Total  expenditures  are  now 
estimated  at  over  $400  million.  In  1977,  the  federal  mediator  implementing 
the  relocation  law  estimated  that  the  proposed  partition  of  the  Joint  Use 
area  would  result  in  the  relocation  of  3,495  Navajos.  Over  12,000  people 
have  already  been  relocated  and  over  3,000  remain  on  the  land. 

Undercounting: 

The  1995  Settlement  Agreement  between  the  US  government  and  the  Hopi  Tribe 
(which  was  ratified  and  incorporated  into  PL  104-301  in  1996)  was  based  on 
a census  performed  in  1992.  The  current  ONHIR  data  indicates  that  this 
census  was  completely  inaccurate.  In  order  to  appear  on  the  current  ONHIR 
list  of  lease  signatories,  a person  must  meet  the  criteria  specified  in 
ONHIR  regulations  25cfr  sections  700.138-139: 

- They  were  residents  in  1974 

- They  were  heads  of  households  by  Duly  7,  1986 

- They  are  now  on  HPL 

Thus,  any  signatory  would  have  been  a resident  in  1992  and  should  have 
been  listed  in  the  census.  Instead,  45%  of  these  people  (145  of  320)  were 
not  listed  in  the  census. 

Furthermore,  it  might  be  argued  that  the  current  ONHIR  list  is 
statistically  biased  toward  further  undercounting.  The  people  who  would 
have  been  missed  in  the  1992  census  are  also  likely  not  to  be  among  the 
group  of  people  currently  cooperating  with  ONHIR,  so  that  the  undercount  in 
the  overall  population  may  be  substantially  higher  than  the  ratio  found  in 
ONHIR' s list  of  lease  signatories. 

Analysis  of  Data 

Attached  below  is  a database  that  cross-checks  the  "A"  and  "B"  lists  with 
the  1999  list  of  lease  signatories.  Columns  include: 

Homesite:  The  homesite  as  identified  in  the  1992  census. 

NumFamilies  A-List:  Number  of  "A"  list  families  listed  for  this  site 
Num  A-Leases:  Number  of  the  A-list  families  at  this  site  whose  signatures 
appear  on  leases 


NumFamilies  B-List:  Number  of  "B"  list  families  listed  for  this  site 
Num  B-Leases:  Number  of  the  B-list  families  at  this  site  whose  signatures 
appear  on  leases 

Spouses:  Cases  where  people  appear  as  separate  signatories  on  the  7/8/99 
list  who  appeared  in  a single  family  entry  with  their  spouse  on  the  A 
or  B list 

Num  Xtra  Signers:  Number  of  signatures  for  this  site  from  people  not  on  the 
A or  B list 

The  column  totals  support  the  statements  made  in  the  letter.  We  also  note 
the  following: 

- The  summary  sheet  prepared  by  the  government  and  attached  to  the  "A"  and 
"B"  list  miscounted  the  total  number  of  families,  as  errors  were  made  in 
computing  the  totals  for  Forest  Lake  and  Tolani  Lake.  The  correct  total  is 
580  (258  "A"  and  322  "B"),  not  570  (253  "A",  317  "B"). 

- Many  of  the  423  non-signing  families  live  at  homesites  where  at  least  one 
family  has  signed  a lease.  The  status  of  these  families  is  not  clear,  as  in 
many  cases  they  would  not  qualify  as  "immediate  family"  of  the  signers.  If 
all  families  at  sites  with  at  least  one  signer  were  protected  from  removal, 
the  number  of  protected  families  would  increase  to  324  of  the  580. 

- The  list  of  signers  does  not  support  a statement  that  has  been  made  by 
some  officials  that  signatures  had  been  obtained  for  75  of  the  112  "A"  list 
sites.  Signatures  have  been  obtained  at  only  52  of  the  112  "A"  list  sites, 
which  is  46%  of  the  sites.  The  other  23  sites  are  either  "B"  list  sites  or 
sites  not  appearing  on  either  list. 

- In  addition  to  containing  signatures  of  people  not  on  the  "A"  or  "B" 
list,  the  320  lease  signatures  includes  18  cases  of  separate  listings  for 
spouses  who  were  combined  as  a single  entry  in  the  "A"  or  "B"  list.  For 
example,  the  "A"  list  shows  "John  & Rena  Lane"  as  a family,  where  as  the 
signature  list  records  them  as  2 separate  entries.  The  signature  list  may 
also  include  other  family  members  who  would  normally  have  been  considered 
members  of  a single  family.  Consequently,  the  320  lease  signatories  should 
not  be  interpreted  as  representing  320  of  the  580  families  in  the  "A"  and 
"B"  list. 

- The  "A"  and  "B"  list  gives  a total  population  of  1627,  which  is  2.8  times 

the  number  of  families.  In  the  1980' s,  the  relocation  office  used  a 
multiplier  of  4.5  to  convert  families  to  total  population,  which  may  be 
more  accurate  than  the  census  count.  If  the  higher  multiplier  is  used  and 

if  the  undercount  in  the  1992  census  is  as  high  as  in  the  list  of 

signatories,  the  population  of  Dineh  on  HPL  subject  to  removal  could  be  as 
high  as  3300. 

<Table  headings  are  in  same  order  as  numbers,  but  may  not  appear  alligned> 
Home  NumFam  NumA-  NumFam  Num  B Spouses  NumXtra  Tot. 

site  A list  leases  B-List  Leases  Signers 

Sgnrs . 


Coal  Mine  Mesa 
Cl  1000000 
C2  1050000 
C3  1100001 
C4  0010000 
C5  0081001 
C6  0030000 
C7  0041012 
C8  1050000 
C9  2250002 
C10  2 0 1 0 0 1 1 

Cll  7 5 2 1 1 6 13 

C12  0 0 8 0 0 0 0 

C13  10  8 0 0 1 1 10 
C15  0 0 3 0 0 0 0 

C16  0 0 3 0 0 0 0 

C18  2 0 0 0 0 0 0 


leddito 

31  1000066 
34  3300159 
36  3220002 
38  3220024 
311  0 0 0 0 0 7 7 

313  0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

314  0 0 2 1 0 1 2 

325  0 0 0 0 0 4 4 


RedLake 

R1  1010000 
R3  4400116 
R7  1000000 
R9  0010000 
R10  2 0 0 0 0 0 0 


C19  3 0 3 0 0 
C20  1 0 0 0 0 
C22  2 0 0 0 0 
C23  2 0 0 0 0 
C24  1 0 0 0 0 
C25  3 0 0 0 0 
C26  3 0 3 0 0 
C27  2 1 6 3 0 
C30  2 1 0 0 0 


Forest  Lake 
FL1  6 0 0 0 0 
FL2  5 0 5 0 0 
FL3  0 0 7 4 0 
FL4  0 0 6 0 0 
FL6  0 0 2 0 0 
FL7  5 2 3 0 0 
FL8  1 0 2 0 0 
FL9  1 0 0 0 0 
FL10  0000 
FLU  4 0 4 0 
FL12  1162 
FL21  1000 
FL23  0000 


FlardRock 
HI  8 5 5 1 0 
H2  3 1 1 0 0 
H3  1 0 1 0 0 
H4  3 1 5 4 0 
H5  3 1 5 0 0 
H6  3 0 6 0 0 
H7  2 2 0 0 0 
H8  0 0 2 0 0 
H9  0 0 1 0 0 
H10  2 2 2 1 1 
Hll  1 1 0 0 0 
H12  5 5 2 0 1 
H13  1 0 1 0 0 
H14  1 1 2 1 0 
H15  1 0 5 5 0 
H16  1 1 0 0 1 
H17  1 0 0 0 0 
H18  1 0 0 0 0 
H19  2 1 1 1 0 
H21  1 0 1 0 0 
H25  1 0 0 0 0 
H26  1 1 0 0 1 
H27  1 0 0 0 0 
H28  1 0 0 0 0 
H30  1 0 0 0 0 
H31  2 2 2 0 2 
H33  2 0 1 0 0 
H34  1 0 0 0 0 
H35  3 0 1 0 0 
H36  1 0 2 0 0 
H37  3 1 0 0 1 
H39  2 0 0 0 0 
H40  4 4 3 1 0 
H41  3 1 1 0 0 
H43  2 0 5 1 1 
H45  0 0 1 0 0 
H46  4 1 1 1 1 


0 

0 

Rll  0 

0 

1 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

R12  0 

0 

1 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Teesto 

1 

1 

TE1  1 

0 

6 1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

TE2  1 

0 

2 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TE3  5 

0 

2 0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

TE4  3 

0 

2 0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

TE6  1 

0 

1 0 

0 

0 

0 

TE8  4 

4 

0 0 

0 

2 

6 

TE9  0 

0 

3 0 

0 

1 

1 

TE10 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TE11 

2 

2 

4 

2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

TE12 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

TE13 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TE14 

0 

0 

5 

4 

0 

3 

7 

0 

0 

TE15 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

7 

TE17 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

6 

TE18 

3 

2 

4 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

TE20 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 • 

4 4 

TE21 

3 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 i 

0 0 

TE22 

2 
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4 

2 

0 

14  17 

0 i 

0 3 

TE23 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 i 

0 0 

TE24 
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1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 2 

TE25 

3 

1 

4 

2 

0 

1 

4 

TE26 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

TE27 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 12 
0 1 
0 0 
3 8 
0 1 
0 0 
0 2 
0 0 
0 0 
2 6 
0 1 
0 6 
0 0 
0 2 
5 10 
2 4 
0 0 
0 0 
4 6 
0 0 
0 0 
0 2 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

1 5 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 2 
0 0 

2 7 
0 1 
0 2 
0 0 
2 5 


TE29  0020000 
TE30  1040000 
TE32  2010000 
TE33  2220046 
TE35  7342016 
TE38  1000066 
TE45  2010000 
TE46  1000044 
TE50  0000011 


Tolani  Lake 
TL1  0 0 5 0 0 0 0 

TL2  2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TL3  3 0 4 0 0 0 0 

TL6  3 1 3 0 0 0 1 

TL10  0011001 
TL12  1033115 
TL13  3271047 
TL14  0020000 
TL15  2110102 
TL16  0010000 
TL17  0060000 
TL18  0 0 11  0 0 0 0 
TL20  10  6 0 0 1 1 8 
TL21  0010000 
TL22  0040000 
TL23  0010000 


Whippoorwill 
W2  0000011 
W3  1100012 
W4  1161103 
W10  0 0 0 0 0 4 4 


Shonto 

SI  2000000 


S2  1010000 


H47  1 0 1 1 0 2 3 

H48  3 1 0 0 0 0 1 

H49  2 2 2 2 1 5 10 

H50  0 0 23  0 0 0 0 
H51  1 1 0 0 0 1 2 

H52  0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

H54  1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

H61  1 1 4 4 0 3 8 


Low  Mountain 
L2  0010000 
L3  0010000 


Total  258  100  322  57  18  145  320 


"RE ; New  Organization  Ties  NA  Centers  Together"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Mar  2000  06:53:53  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Subj : Fw:New  Organization  ties  Native  American 
FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  windthruherhair  (ustihgv'i  ganolvPvsga)  <gringa@centurytel . net> 
Sent:  Wednesday,  March  29,  2000  10:57  PM 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

>From  article,  page  10  section  A,  The  News,  March  30,  2000 
New  Organization  ties  Native  American  centers  together, 
by  Polly  R.  Arnold,  Staff  Writer 

A nameless  organization  is  in  the  embryo  stages  of  forming  in  Nashville 
for  the  benefit  of  Native  American  Indians.  "It's  a cooperative  and  a 
partnership",  said  Monica  Armstrong,  coordinator  for  the  organization. 
"All  the  associations  involved  have  their  own  priorities  and  goals." 

The  organization's  board  includes  members  from  Friends  of  the  Native 
Americans,  the  American  Indian  Center,  Aniyunwiya  Nation  and  independent 
individuals.  Each  of  these  centers  provides  services  to  the  Native 
American  Community.  What  the  new  organization  wants  to  accomplish  is 
unity  between  the  groups.  "We  want  to  provide  basic  social  services  such 
as  family  and  alcohol  counseling"  said  Armstrong.  "We're  getting  input 
from  the  community  to  determine  their  needs." 

The  mission  statement  for  the  organization  reads:  "We  are  committed  to 
helping  the  Indigenous  people  within  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  expand 
their  cultural  and  spiritual  beliefs.  Our  goal  is  to  foster  their 
well-being  and  growth  as  individuals  and  Native  People.  We  are  committed 
to  the  unity  of  all  Native  People  everywhere." 

One  prominent  Native  American  group  that  is  missing  from  the  board  is 
the  Native  American  Indian  Association(NAIA) . According  to  Armstrong, 
the  NAIA  was  asked  to  join  in  the  effort  to  unite  the  Native  American 
community  in  Nashville,  but  they  have  remained  silent.  "Every  other 
organization  we  contacted  has  responded  either  with  a letter  or  by 
sending  a representative,"  she  said.  "They  (NAIA)  didn't  try  to  make  an 
effort  at  all." 

Ray  Emanuel,  executive  director  of  NAIA,  maintains  Armstrong  never 
contacted  them  to  be  involved  with  the  new  center.  "If  she  sent  a 
letter,  I am  not  aware  of  it,"  said  Emanuel.  "And  I'm  not  aware  of  them 
trying  to  start  a center."  Emanuel  added  that  the  NAIA  won't  participate 
because  they  feel  a new  organization  will  interfere  money-wise  with 
Circle  of  Life,  the  center  for  which  they  are  raising  funds.  Armstrong, 
however,  feels  the  NAIA  is  doing  an  unsatisfactory  job.  The  job 
placement  program(lPTA) , which  NAIA  got  most  of  their  funds  from,  has 
been  reassigned  to  the  American  Indian  Center  because  of  mismanagement. 
"The  have  a bad  history  with  the  community,"  Armstrong  said.  "People  I 
have  talked  to  have  nothing  positive  to  say  about  them." 

Cubert  Bell  of  the  Indian  Commission  says  the  NAIA  was  aware  of  the  new 
center.  "I  did  call,  and  I did  approach  a leader  at  NAIA,"  Bell  said. 
"Their  response  was,  'I  will  be  there  or  have  someone  present.'  I never 
saw  any  representative  from  NAIA.  We  don't  know  why."  Armstrong  says 
the  opportunity  is  still  open  for  NAIA  to  join  in  their  efforts. 

According  to  Bell,  the  Indian  Commission's  role  has  been  to  establish 
whether  or  not  a need  for  a center  exits  in  the  Native  American  community 
and  it  does. "It's  better  to  have  a collaboration  than  just  one 


organization  claiming  ownership/'  he  said.  The  new  center  has 
representatives  from  eight  organizations. 

The  new  organization  is  attempting  to  raise  the  $500.00  necessary  to 
apply  for  the  501(c)3  status  with  a Native  Foods  Dinner,  which  is 
tentatively  scheduled  for  May  20  from  5 to  8:00p.m.  In  order  to  be  in 
operation  before  the  six  or  more  months  it  will  take  to  get  the  501(c)3, 
they  are  currently  seeking  fiscal  sponsorship  from  another  Native 
American  organization. 

"The  need  is  here  now/'  said  Armstrong.  "The  sooner  we  develop  programs, 
the  sooner  we'll  grow  as  an  organization  and  community."  Once  the 
organization  is  approved,  they  will  apply  for  grants  to  run  services  and 
programs  for  the  Native  American  community.  Armstrong  has  been 
distributing  surveys  to  determine  which  service  needs  to  be  provided 
first.  The  organization  has  appointed  committees  to  decide  on  a suitable 
name,  to  establish  by-laws  and  to  develop  a public  relations  team.  "We 
want  to  make  this  center  a viable  entity  of  the  community  and  we're 
going  to  proceed,"  said  Armstrong. 

"RE : Buffalo  Field  Campaign  Update"  

Date:  Fri,  31  Mar  2000  12:01:40  -0700 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Subj : Buffalo  Field  Campaign  Update  3/30 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  Update  3/30 

Madison  River  Bull  Moves  Back  into  Yellowstone,  Comes  Back  Out 
The  bull  buffalo  who  has  been  grazing  in  a meadow  on  the  Gallatin  National 
Forest  since  early  January  returned  to  Yellowstone  National  Park  today. 

The  bull,  who  was  the  object  of  five  unsuccessful  Department  of  Livestock 
(DOL)  hazing  operations  in  January  and  February,  crossed  highway  191  and 
entered  the  park  shortly  after  noon. 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  (BFC)  volunteers  stood  by  the  highway  and  warned 
oncoming  traffic  of  the  bull's  crossing.  The  buffalo  didn't  remain  in  the 
park  long,  however.  Walking  nearly  a half  mile  into  Yellowstone,  the  bison 
quickly  turned  around,  came  back  into  Montana,  and  started  grazing  along 
the  highway,  where  it  now  stands. 

The  bull's  current  position  makes  it  particularly  vulnerable  to  the  DOL, 
who  would  have  a much  easier  time  hazing  the  bison  along  the  highway  to  the 
buffalo  trap  at  Duck  Creek  than  they  did  when  it  was  on  the  Madison, 
several  miles  from  the  highway.  The  bull  is  the  only  Yellowstone  buffalo 
currently  in  Montana. 

Elk  Injured  by  DOL's  Fence 

Three  miles  to  the  north,  along  Duck  Creek,  an  elk  became  entangled  and 
injured  this  morning  when  it  tried  to  jump  a fence  maintained  by  the  DOL 
just  outside  Yellowstone  National  Park.  BFC  volunteers  discovered  the  elk 
on  the  ground  with  its  leg  caught  between  the  wires  of  the  fence.  After 
the  leg  was  freed  the  animal  slowly  stood  up  and  eventually  limped  away. 

The  eight  strand  high-tension  fence,  erected  and  maintained  by  the  DOL  as 
part  of  its  bison  capture  operations,  is  located  in  a prime  migration 
corridor  along  Duck  Creek.  The  fence  affects  all  wildlife  migrating 
through  the  area  between  Montana  and  Yellowstone  National  Park,  not  just 
bison . 

Such  fences  are  illegal  in  Montana  because  of  their  deleterious  effects 
on  wildlife.  The  DOL  was  permitted  to  construct  this  fence  due  to  "disease 
control"  provisions  in  its  management  plan  for  Yellowstone  bison. 

"This  is  yet  another  example  of  DOL  policy  interfering  with  the  migrations 
of  Yellowstone's  wild  fauna,"  stated  BFC  campaign  coordinator  Mike  Mease. 

Flerd  of  Buffalo  Cows  and  Calves  Moves  Closer  to  Danger 

The  herd  of  17  bison,  reported  in  last  week's  update,  has  moved  to  within 
two  miles  of  the  Montana  border.  Our  reconnaissance  patrols,  who  have  been 
monitoring  the  herd's  migration  for  the  past  week,  report  that  the  animals 
could  enter  Montana  at  any  time. 


On  Monday  morning  we  conducted  an  aerial  survey  of  the  park  and  found 
several  hundred  buffalo  within  a day's  walk  of  the  boundary.  Buffalo  have 
traditionally  migrated  to  Horse  Butte  in  the  spring  to  calve,  where  the  DOL 
has  approval  to  construct  and  operate  a bison  capture  facility  until 
April  30.  Thanks  to  pilot  Reggie  Goodwin  and  Project  Lighthawk  for  donating 
their  services  and  allowing  us  to  get  this  bird's-eye  view  of  the  herd. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Sandra  Karpie's  third  grade  class  for  all  the  hard 
work  they  put  in  to  ending  the  buffalo  slaughter.  These  students,  from 
Alden,  NY,  conducted  thorough  research  on  the  issue  and  wrote  moving 
letters  to  local  and  national  newspapers,  organizations,  and  key  officials 
involved  in  the  slaughter  of  Yellowstone's  wild  buffalo.  Efforts  like 
theirs  will  ultimately  lead  to  protection  of  the  Yellowstone  herd. 

With  so  many  buffalo  near  the  boundary,  we  are  gearing  up  for  a busy 
spring.  During  the  National  Week  of  Action  for  the  Buffalo,  to  be  held 
April  22-30  near  West  Yellowstone,  citizens  from  around  the  country  will 
join  us  to  shut  down  the  DOL.  We  are  expecting  more  than  a hundred 
volunteers  for  the  non-violent  week  of  trainings  and  actions.  If  you  would 
like  to  participate,  or  would  like  more  information,  please  get  in  touch 
with  one  of  our  volunteer  coordinators  at  the  address  below. 

With  so  many  buffalo  on  the  move  and  in  danger,  we  need  your  support  more 
than  ever.  Tell  your  friends  and  acquaintances  about  the  slaughter  of 
Yellowstone's  bison,  come  to  Yellowstone  and  volunteer  with  BFC,  or  support 
us  through  food,  gear,  or  monetary  contributions.  We  are  a 501(c)3 
organization  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible. 

Thank  you. 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign 

P.0.  Box  957  West  Yellowstone,  Mt.  59758 
Phone  (406)646-0070  Fax  (406)646-0071 
E-mail  buffalo@wildrockies.org. 
http : //www.wildrockies . org/buffalo 

4/14/00  is  the  last  push  deadline  for  the  sign  on  to  the  National 
buffalo  petition  so  we  can  present  it  during  the  Week  of  Action- 
Please  pass  the  URL  on  to  friends,  family,  press  and  newsgroups  so 
that  folks  can  get  signed  on!! 
http : //www.wildrockies . org/buffpet/ 

Thanks  for  the  earth! 


Schedule  a showing  of  the  Buffalo  Compilation  Video  in  your 
community,  for  more  info:  mailto:cmcr@wildrockies.org 
Let  us  know  at  mailto:BFC-media@wildrockies.org  if  you  will  be 
showing  it  in  your  community  during  the  National  Week  of  Action  in 
April!  Let  us  know  about  any  prayer  ceremonies  or  demos  that  are 
planned  also!  Thanks! 


New  info  daily  : http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 

BFC  is  the  only  group  working  365  days  a year  in  Yellowstone  with  the  buffalo. 

Which  T-shirt  do  you  like  the  best?  - 

http : //www.wildrockies . org/buffalo/teez . html 

"RE : Church  Leaders  To  Ask  Navajos  for  Forgiveness"  

Date:  Fri,  31  Mar  2000  07:54:44  -0600 
From:  "3ohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  03-31-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Groups,  Mission  and  Church  Leaders  To  Ask  Navajos  for  Forgiveness  of  Wrongs 
March  24,  2000 

CHINLE,  Navajo  Nation  (Ariz .) -Members  of  more  than  40  churches  will  come 
together  to  journey  a 400  mile  trek  from  Fort  Sumner,  New  Mex.  to  Canyon 
deChelly  in  Chinle,  Navajo  Nation,  Ariz.  as  a pilgrimage  to  solemnly  ask 


the  Navajo  people  for  forgiveness  of  historical  wrongs  of  the  1860s. 

Hw'eldi  is  the  Navajo  word  that  describes  the  Long  Walk  of  1863 
and  four  year  prison  encampment  at  the  Bosque  Redondo  reservation  in 
Fort  Sumner,  a U.S.  Cavalry  post  associated  with  the  forced  removal 
Indian  policy  period  of  the  1800s. 

The  reconciliation  ceremony  will  take  place  over  two  days, 
beginning  in  New  Mexico  and  culminating  in  the  central  Navajo  Nation. 

Organizers  will  begin  at  7:00  a.m.  Friday,  March  31,  2000  at  the 
memorial  site  in  Fort  Sumner  by  giving  historical  accounts  of  the  tragic 
events  in  1863.  Joined  by  members  of  the  Navajo  and  Mescalero  Apache 
Nations,  the  assemblage  will  walk  through  the  town  and  up  Flighway  84. 

At  the  same  time,  some  40  church  and  various  people  groups  will 
lead  walks  along  the  path  of  the  Long  Walk  of  1863  at  starting  points 
every  10  miles  apart.  The  individual  walks  will  proceed  simultaneously 
as  organizers  promote  understanding  of  the  atrocities  by  sharing 
chronicles  of  the  historical  three-week  path  of  attrition  that  killed 
hundreds  of  Navajos. 

The  procession  will  continue  into  Saturday,  April  1 at  the 
Thunderbird  Lodge  in  east  Chinle  at  the  entrance  of  Canyon  deChelly  at 
10:00  a.m.  Hundreds  are  expected  to  gather  as  the  walk  proceeds  into 
the  canyon  at  11:00  a.m. 

Navajo  Nation  President  Kelsey  Begaye  will  lead  several  other 
Navajo  leaders  in  the  ceremony.  They  are  poised  to  receive  Navajo 
artifacts  taken  and  kept  by  descendants  of  Colonel  Kit  Carson,  who  led 
the  11-day  siege  against  the  Navajos  in  March  1863. 

White  missionaries  of  various  missions  across  the  Navajo  Nation  will  be 
accompanied  by  pastors  and  Christian  leaders  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona 
as  they  present  their  testimony  of  sins  committed  against  the  Navajo 
people.  They  will  present  their  formal  request  for  forgiveness  as  they 
admit  the  wrongs  of  assailing  the  Navajo  culture  for  the  last  137  years. 

The  ceremony  will  conclude  at  2:15  p.m.,  as  Navajos  and  White 
reconciliation  seekers  plant  d=El=Eldeii  tsoh  (peach  trees)  in  the  canyon  as 
a symbol  of  restoring  hope  and  journeying  together,  in  a new  era  of 
Navajo  harmony.  In  a declaration  of  admittance,  Navajo  Missions  Inc. 
President  Jim  Baker  said: 

"We  want  to  dispel  our  pride  and  arrogance  by  embracing  some 
painful  truths  about  ourselves.  We  have  been  wrong  in  using  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  impose  American  values  on  your  way  of  life,  and  in 
trying  to  destroy  the  Navajo  culture.  For  many  years  we  said  it  was 
wrong  to  speak  your  language  and  to  practice  your  customs.  As 
missionaries  we  came  telling  the  Navajos  they  needed  Jesus,  but  failed 
to  properly  explain  from  the  old  testament  why." 

Invitations  have  gone  out  to  Congressmen  J.D.  Hayworth  (R-6-AZ), 

Joe  Skeen  (R-3-NM),  U.S.  Senator  Pete  Domenici  (R-NM)  and  Congresswoman 
Heather  Wilson  (R-l-NM). 

"RE : invasion  of  Indian  Country  in  the  20th  Century"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Mar  2000  11:22:49  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Subj : The  Invasion  of  Indian  Country  in  the  Twentieth  Century 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  Invasion  of  Indian  Country  in  the  Twentieth  Century 

By  Donald  Fixico 

Review  by  Geoffery  Standingbear 

This  book  is  serious  reading  not  just  for  anyone  interested  in  the  history 
and  culture  of  the  Native  peoples  of  this  land,  but  also  for  those  who  want 
to  understand  important  considerations  of  the  impact  of  the  culture  and 
economics  of  a foreign  system  upon  indigenous  peoples. 

Fortunately,  this  book  is  written  so  that  the  general  public  may  find  it 
enjoyable,  if  not  somewhat  disturbing  reading.  Yet,  Donald  L.  Fixico  has 
somehow  been  able  to  craft  is  text  into  a work  that  would  certainly  qualify 
as  a scholarly  work  suitable  for  reading  in  college  courses  on  American 


history,  economics,  cultural  anthropology,  or  American  Indian  Studies. 

The  image  of  the  U.S.  Calvary  attacking  a relatively  defenseless  village 
of  Native  peoples  is  well  recognized  in  American  culture,  but  "The  Invasion 
of  Indian  Country  in  the  Twentieth  Century"  details  an  equally  insidious 
encroachment  into  the  lands,  natural  resources,  and  very  social  fabric  of 
Indian  tribes  and  nations.  The  invasion  is  accomplished  by  and  through  the 
system  of  American  capitalism  and  its  companion  elements  of  federal  policy, 
reward  for  profits,  need  for  expansion,  and  exploitation  of  land  and 
resources.  This  book  shows  what  has  happened  to  those  people  who,  after  the 
"Indian  wars,"  were  generally  weaker,  less  educated,  and  unfamiliar  with  the 
ways  of  that  invading  economic  system  and  the  culture  that  carried  it  into 
the  world  of  the  Native  American. 

Fixico  holds  our  attention  by  his  well  researched  descriptions  of  such 
events  as  the  heroic  fight  by  much  of  the  Muscogee  (Creek)  Nation  against 
the  division  of  their  tribal  lands  in  the  early  1900' s and  the  devastating 
impact  of  the  discovery  of  oil  upon  the  Osage  Indians  in  the  1920' s.  He 
takes  us  into  recent  years  and  current  issues  in  his  examination  of 
environmental  issues  and  tribal  leadership. 

Fixico  seldom  minces  words  in  this  book.  For  example,  in  a discussion  on 
the  pressures  placed  upon  past  and  present  tribal  communities  Fixico  says; 

Unfortunately,  the  cultural  meaning  of  Mother  Earth  to  many  tribes  becomes 
less  important  as  their  people  seek  sufficient  education,  well-paying  jobs, 
modern  health  services,  updated  housing,  and  adequate  food  supplies.  To  be 
sure,  cultures  change  with  time,  but  the  observation  here  is  that  the 
increasing  demand  for  natural  resources  is  accelerating  the  cultural  change 
for  tribes  whom  happen  to  possess  coal,  oil,  timber,  water,  uranium,  and 
other  natural  resources  necessary  for  sustaining  human  life." 

Perhaps  this  view  of  history  and  current  Native  American  issues  could  only 
have  been  written  by  Fixico,  or  someone  with  just  his  background  and 
training.  His  own  Native  American  heritage  and  upbringing  gives  credibility 
to  his  portrayal  of  the  impact  of  the  European/American  systems  on  the 
traditional  family  values  of  the  Native  peoples. 

The  entire  treatise  is  also  a display  of  the  knowledge  and  experience 
acquired  through  his  education  and  research.  This  book  definitely  enriches 
both  the  written  and  unwritten  library  of  the  Native  American. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c. Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma  Indian  Times, 
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"RE : Global  Peace  Walk"  

Date:  Tue,  04  Apr  2000  13:21:27  -0400 

From:  Buffalo  Field  Campaign,  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Subj : global  peace  walk 

For  immediate  release:  April  2,  2000 

For  more  information:  David  Crockett  Williams  661-822-3309 

Global  Peace  Walk  2000  from  San  Francisco  to  Washington  DC  and  to  New 
York  City,  for  the  55th  anniversary  of  the  United  Nations  and  to  help 
inaugurate  the  UN  Year  and  Decade  of  Creating  a Culture  of  Peace  for  the 
21st  Century,  is  now  in  New  Mexico  for  a month  of  events  to  help  fulfill 
its  mission  of  bringing  out  the  prayer  for  "Global  Peace  Now!"  as  a 
universal  human  resolve,  the  first  step  towards  actually  realizing  true 
global  peace. 

Last  week's  local  events  in  Phoenix,  AZ,  included  ceremonies  and 
meetings  with  representatives  of  Senator  John  McCain,  and  the  Mayor  of 
Phoenix  who  offered  his  proclamation  of  Phoenix  as  a Global  Peace  Zone. 

The  Governor  of  Arizona  also  offered  a letter  of  support.  Both  of  these 
representatives  agreed  that  the  first  essential  step  for  the  cause  of 
global  peace  is  for  all  of  humanity  to  embrace  this  firm  resolve  for 
"Global  Peace  Now!".  A new  Independent  US  Presidential  candidacy  was 
formally  announced  at  the  walk's  ceremony  outside  Senator  McCain's  office 
and  the  scheduled  new  clean-energy  technology  presentation  by  a local 
inventor  was  cancelled. 

In  Albuquerque,  on  the  Tuesday,  April  4th,  anniversary  of  the 


assassination  of  Dn.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr,  the  local  Global  Peace  Walk 
takes  place  at  11AM  from  Robinson  Park  to  the  Mayor's  office. 

In  Santa  Fe,  on  Friday,  April  7th  the  local  walk  begins  at  12noon  after 
an  11AM  ceremony  at  the  Children's  Peace  Statue  located  behind  the 
downtown  Post  Office  in  the  Plaza  at  Paseo  de  Peralta  and  Old  Taos  Hwy. 

The  walk  will  go  by  City  Hall  and  end  at  the  State  Capitol  Rotunda.  At 
Noon  on  Saturday,  April  8th,  the  traditional  Buddha's  Birthday  anniversary 
a "Finishing  Karma  Ceremony"  will  be  conducted  by  Global  Peace  Walk 
initiator  and  Zen  Buddhist  Monk  Yusen  Yamato  at  the  memorial  gravestones 
in  Rosario  Cemetery  of  the  WWII  Japanese  Internment  Camp  whose  entrance  is 
located  at  Paseo  de  Peralta  and  Hwy  285.  Mayor  Delgado  participated  in  a 
previous  ceremony  at  this  site  after  proclaiming  Santa  Fe  a Global  Peace 
Zone.  Governor  Johnson  gave  a support  letter  to  the  Global  Peace  Walk  in 
1995  and  he  and  Mayor  Delgado  have  been  invited  to  this  April  8th  ceremony 

On  Friday  evening,  April  14th,  the  band  called  Big  Mountain  will 
headline  a benefit  concert  for  the  Global  Peace  Walk  2000  at  Albuquerque's 
El  Rey  Theater  with  tickets  available  at  the  theater  or  through 
Ticketmaster . 

In  Taos,  on  Saturday,  April  22nd,  the  6th  annual  Global  Peace  Walk 
EarthDay  gathering  will  take  place  in  Kit  Carson  Park  beginning  with  a 
sunrise  ceremony.  This  EarthDay2000  event  is  among  thousands  worldwide 
expected  to  involve  500  million  people  from  nearly  every  country  of  the 
globe  in  support  of  the  "Clean  Energy  Now!"  campaign.  In  1995  Taos 
became  the  first  city  to  become  a Global  Peace  Zone  by  mayoral 
proclamation  in  support  of  the  Global  Peace  Walk  project's  goal  of 
creating  a worldwide  Global  Peace  Zone. 

"Supporting  the  work  of  the  Global  Peace  Walk  2000  and  its  Earth  Day 
celebration  is  vitally  important.  I strongly  encourage  your  organization 
to  actively  participate  in  planning  and  funding  activities  associated  with 
this  educational,  action-oriented  effort",  says  Earth  Day  Network  National 
Coordinator  Christopher  J.  Curtis  in  his  support  letter  for  Global  Peace 

Walk  2000. 

Daily  updates  on  the  walk's  location  are  recorded  on  the  voicemail  at 
415-267-1877  where  messages  for  the  walkers  may  also  be  left.  Flyers  and 
latest  details/updates  for  Global  Peace  Walk  local  coordinators  may  be 
found  at  http://www.egroups.com/group/global-peace-walk  . 

Global  Peace  Walk  2000  took  its  first  step  from  the  War  Memorial 
Building  in  San  Francisco,  on  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.'s  Birthday  on 
January  15,  2000,  after  a morning  ceremony  conducted  by  Western  Shoshone 
indigenous  spiritual  leader  Corbin  Harney  <http://www.shundahai.org>  and 
Reverend  Yamato.  The  initiating  route  of  the  Global  Peace  Walk  project 
took  place  in  1995  from  January  15th  to  June  20th  from  New  York  to  San 
Francisco  for  the  UN50th  anniversary. 

Along  the  way  Global  Peace  Walk  2000  has  received  letters  and 
proclamations  of  support  from  many  religious,  community  and  political 
leaders,  including  the  mayors  of  San  Francisco,  Berkeley,  Oakland,  San 
Jose,  Santa  Cruz,  Monterey,  Morro  Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  (County  Board  of 
Supervisors),  Santa  Barbara,  Bakersfield,  and  Tehachapi,  CA;  Las  Vegas, 
NV;  Williams,  Flagstaff,  Phoenix,  Tucson,  AZ;  Gallup,  NM;  and  the  Navajo 
Nation . 

The  number  of  walkers  is  being  kept  intentionally  small  (a  few  dozen) 
until  the  main  rendezvous  of  branch  routes  with  peacewalkers  from  around 
the  world  who  may  join  the  last  ten  weeks  from  the  August  6th  Hiroshima 
Day  gathering  under  the  famous  East-West  Arch  in  Saint  Louis,  Missouri. 

Many  survival  issue  messages  are  being  collected  by  the  walk  for 
delivery  in  Washington  DC  and  to  the  United  Nations.  Supporters  of  the 
walk,  and  its  "Global  Peace  Now!"  message,  may  or  may  not  support  all  of 
these  survival  issue  messages. 

The  Global  Peace  Walkers  are  carrying  petitions,  messages,  and 
information  to  educate  and  network  with  people  and  groups  on  such  survival 
issues  as:  The  Abolition2000  call  to  ban  nuclear  weapons  worldwide; 
Protecting  Land  & Life  and  other  environmental  and  social  issues;  Native 
American  issues  (e.g.,  Leonard  Peltier  clemency;  Big  Mountain  Dineh 
relocation,  AZ,  Ward 


Valley  nuclear  waste  dump,  CA;  Nevada  Nuclear  Test  Site  and  Yucca 
Mountain  Nuclear  Waste  Dump  - Shoshone  treaty  violations);  Sustainable 
global  economy  (e.g.,  permaculture,  industrial  hemp);  Alternative 
healing/medicine;  medical  cannabis/marijuana  relegalization;  Global 
conflict  resolution  by  creating  a Culture  of  Peace  and  a Spiritual  United 
Nations;  the  World  Thirteen  Moon  Calendar  Change  Peace  Movement;  Peace 
Pagoda  Project;  Global  Peace  Zone  Project;  Proper  funding  to  complete 
research  and  development  of  the  New  Clean-Energy  technologies  to  replace 
nuclear  and  fossil  fuel  power  and  neutralize  radioactive  wastes;  and  other 
issues  that  people  offer  to  the  walkers  along  the  way. 

For  the  New  Mexico  events,  specially  invited  presenters  include 
Hiroshima  A-Bomb  survivor  "Thomas"  Takashi  Tanemori  of  the  Silkworm  Peace 
Institute,  New  Clean-Energy  technology  inventor  Paul  LeBreton  of  Laguna, 
and  Ann  McCormick  of  Compassionate  Moms  and  Cures-Not-Wars  who  joined  the 
walk  in  Phoenix  and  whose  son  Todd  McCormick  is  a California  cancer 
patient  and  medical  cannabis  user  sentenced  to  five  years  imprisonment  in 
Los  Angeles  Federal  Court  on  March  27,  2000,  in  a case  followed  by  the 
national  media  because  the  Federal  Government  denied  the  validity  of  the 
California  medical  use  law  (Proposition  215)  and  because  of  actor  Woody 
Harrelson's  posting  of  Todd's  half  million  dollar  bail  while  awaiting 
trial  and  sentencing. 

On  Saturday,  May  6th,  the  Global  Peace  Walkers  will  return  to 
Albuquerque  to  take  part  in  the  Medical  Marijuana  March  event  there,  one 
of  79  cities  worldwide  that  day  conducting  such  events  in  support  of  harm 
reduction  policies,  medical  cannabis  relegalization,  and  legalization  of 
the  anti-addiction  rainforest  vine  root  extract  Ibogaine  now  in  advanced 
stages  of  government  testing  for  its  demonstrated  ability  to  end  heroin 
and  cocaine  addiction  for  many  people  with  one  treatment. 

On  Saturday,  October  7,  2000,  the  Global  Peace  Walk  will  arrive  to  The 
White  House  in  Washington  DC  bringing  accumulated  letters  and  messages 
(more  papers  than  Ken  Starr  delivered  to  Congress?)  and  "The  Message  of 
Peace"  to  US  Government  leaders.  On  Sunday,  October  8th,  the 
walkers  will  conduct  a ceremony  to  mark  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
construction  of  the  US  Capitol  and  The  White  House,  taking  place  at  the 
original  geographic  center  of  the  Capitol  complex  (the  "Defferson  Strone") 
where  the  Washington  Monument  was  to  be  sited  before  discovery  that  the 
ground  would  not  support  its  weight.  On  the  Monday,  October  9th  Columbus 
Day  Holiday  (also  John  Lennon's  60th  birthday  and,  according  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institute,  the  recognized  1000  year  anniversary  of  the 
Vikings'  landing  in  America)  a "Millennial  Peace  Ceremony"  will  be 
conducted  with  perhaps  over  one  million  people  participating,  including 
major  political  figures  and  candidates,  to  rededicate  the  Washington 
Monument  as  a "Symbol  of  The  Message  of  Peace". 

Global  Peace  Walk  2000  will  end  in  New  York  City  at  the  United  Nations 
on  October  24th,  2000  (United  Nations  Day,  55th  anniversary  of 
ratification  of  UN  Charter  created  Dune  20,  1945)  to  deliver  its 
accumulated  letters  and 

The  Message  of  Peace  to  the  world  government  leaders,  to  reaffirm  the 
original  principles  of  the  United  Nations  Charter  to  "save  succeeding 
generations  from  the  scourge  of  war ...  reaffirm  faith  in  the  dignity  of 
human  rights"  to  "live  together  in  peace",  and  to  help  inaugurate  the  UN 
Year  and  Decade  of  Creating  a Culture  of  Peace  for  the  21st  Century. 
"Living  On  the  Globe  with  All  Our  Friends" 

"Global  Peace  Now!" 

For  the  most  recent  reports  on  the  walk,  copies  of  letters  and 

proclamations  of  support,  etc.,  and  to  subscribe  to  the  Global  Peace  Walk 

2000  local  coordinators  email  group  list,  see 

http : //www.egroups . com/group/global -peace -walk 

For  printable  typeset  efax  version  of  main  walk  flyer  see 

http : //www.egroups . com/ group /global -peace -walk/ 208 . html 

Master  GPW2000  schedule  with  links  to  printable  local  flyers,  maps 

http : //www. a nge If ire . com/on/GEAR2000/ schedule . html 

Selected  list  of  letters  and  proclamations  of  support  linked  to  texts 
http : //www. a nge If ire . com/on/GEAR2000/listproc . html 
Links  to  other  New  Clean-Energy  researchers 


http : //www. a nge If ire . com/on/GEAR2000/10 . html 
For  more  information,  contact: 

David  Crockett  Williams  gear2000(31ightspeed . net 
661-822-3309 

GLOBAL  EMERGENCY  ALERT  RESPONSE 

http : //www. a nge If ire . com/on/GEAR2000 

Global  Peace  Walk  2000 

http://www.globalpeacenow.org 

http : //www. angelfire . com/on/GEAR2000/gpw. html 

Updates  415-267-1877  --  Voicemail  415-863-2084 

http://www.angelfire.com/on/GEAR2000/schedule.html  SCHEDULE  & contacts 
http : //www.egroups . com/group/global -peace -walk  latest  updates/ releases 
USCampaign:  Williams-Peltier  for  US  Pres/VP 

gear2000@onemain . com 

http : //www.egroups . com/group/williams-peltier 
The  Vision  of  Paradise  on  Earth 
http : //www. angelfire . com/on/GEAR2000/vision . html 
Support  HR  2545: 

Global  Nuclear  Disarmament  & Economic  Conversion  Act 

Details  & Email:  http://propl.org/propl/letter.htm 

Sign  letters  to  senators  http://propl.Org/propl/letter.htm#senate 

and  Representatives  http: //propl.org/propl/letter . htm#letter 

Easy  index  to  email  Congress  & Media 

http : //congress . nw.dc . us/wnd 

(copy  & paste  email  letters  to  media  and  Congress) 

An  Agenda  for  Peace 

http : //www. angelfire . com/ on/GEAR2000/ agenda . html 

"RE : Newfoundland  Transmission  Line  Hits  Snag"  

Date:  Sun,  9 Apr  2000  14:41:17  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu . ca> 

Subj : News:  Transmission  line  hits  snag 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

CBC  (original  at  www.stjohns.cbc.ca) 

Wednesday,  April  5,  2000 
Transmission  line  hits  snag 
WebPosted  at  CBC  Apr  5 2000  8:16  AM 

ST.  JOHN'S,  NFLD  - Provincial  plans  to  build  a transmission  line  from 
Labrador  to  the  island  have  run  into  another  roadblock. 

Ottawa  doesn't  want  to  share  the  $2-billion  construction  costs,  so  the 
province  has  been  looking  for  other  sources  of  money. 

It  had  hoped  to  get  financing  by  selling  credits  that  governments  can 
earn  under  the  1997  Kyoto  Accord.  It  allows  governments  to  earn  and  sell 
credits  for  reducing  green  house  gas  emissions. 

Newfoundland  wanted  to  use  Labrador  hydro  power  to  replace  oil-fired 
generating  stations.  The  province  would  then  sell  some  of  those  credits 
and  put  the  money  toward  a transmission  line. 

The  problem  is,  there's  been  no  international  agreement  on  the  value  of 
the  credits.  Until  a price  is  set,  the  provincial  government  can't  sell 
its  credits  to  raise  money  for  the  transmission  line. 

"RE;  Justice  Flawed  by  Racism"  

Date:  Sun,  9 Apr  2000  14:40:42  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu.ca> 

Subj:  Opinion:  Justice  and  Racism 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Sunday  9 April  2000 
Justice  flawed  by  racism 
KENNETH  DEER 


The  Montreal  Gazette 

The  decision  by  the  Quebec  Superior  Court  to  remove  the  judge 
presiding  over  a $500-  million  Cree  forestry  lawsuit  smacks  of 
racism.  People  are  chosen  to  be  judges  because  they  have  a good  grasp 
of  the  law  and  are  objective  and  fair.  ludge  lean-lacques  Croteau  was 
such  a judge.  But  because  he  ruled  in  favour  of  the  Crees  on  a side 
motion  in  which  he  declared  that  the  Quebec  government  had  "openly 
and  continually  violated"  Cree  rights  under  the  lames  Bay  agreement, 
the  government  of  Quebec  and  27  logging  companies  appealed  the  ruling 
and,  along  with  Canada,  demanded  that  ludge  Croteau  be  removed  from 
hearing  the  lawsuit. 

The  involvement  of  the  federal  government  in  such  a case  is  almost 
unprecedented.  Only  once  before,  in  1968,  has  the  Crown  asked  a judge 
to  be  removed  from  a civil  case,  and  that  request  was  turned  down. 

Quebec  Superior  Court  Chief  lustice  Lyse  Lemieux,  who  heard  the 
motion,  agreed  to  remove  the  judge  not  because  of  any  poor  judging. 

On  the  contrary,  she  said  that  Croteau's  ruling  was  fair  and  lawful. 

She  removed  him  because  she  felt  that  the  general  Canadian  public 
could  gain  the  impression  that  the  judge,  because  of  his  ruling  in 
favour  of  the  Crees,  might  be  regarded  as  biased  against  the  forestry 
companies,  Quebec  and  Canada  - which  would  erode  the  Canadian 
public's  confidence  in  the  court  system. 

Superior  Court  ludge  Lemieux  obviously  does  not  consider  the 
indigenous  people,  the  Cree,  as  part  of  the  Canadian  public.  The  case 
before  the  courts  affects  them  more  than  the  general  public.  Chief 
lustice  Lemieux  cannot  see  that  by  removing  Croteau,  she  has  eroded 
Cree  confidence  in  the  court  system  and,  by  extension,  the  confidence 
of  all  the  other  indigenous  peoples  in  Canada. 

The  federal  government  had  already  presented  a list  of  37  judges  whom 
they  did  not  want  involved  in  the  case  before  it  even  went  to  court, 
ludge  Croteau  is  now  the  38th. 

This  is  just  another  example  of  the  institutionalized  racism  that 
exists  in  Canada.  The  judiciary  cannot  see  its  own  bias  in  the 
application  of  its  justice  to  the  indigenous  peoples;  when  it  comes 
to  fairness,  the  court  system  must  be  fair  to  the  general  public  even 
if  it  is  at  the  expense  of  the  indigenous  peoples. 

This  is  the  rub.  This  is  where  Canada  fails  miserably  when  it  comes 
to  meting  out  justice.  Canada  and  its  court  system  are  more  interested 
in  public  perceptions  than  in  a fair  and  objective  application  of  law 
and  the  delivery  of  justice. 

How  can  the  Crees  or  Mohawks  have  any  confidence  in  a court  system 
that  allows  judges  to  be  removed  if  the  government  does  not  like 
them?  What  has  happened  to  the  separation  between  the  executive 
branch  of  government  and  the  judiciary?  There  seems  to  be  no  such 
separation  of  powers  in  Canada. 

And  if  the  Crees  appeal  this  ruling?  What  will  the  appeal  judge 
decide?  That  the  chief  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  was  wrong?  Don't 
count  on  it.  And  if  the  Quebec  government  and  the  logging  companies 
appeal  ludge  Croteau's  side  decision,  how  will  the  removal  of  the 
judge  affect  the  judgment  of  the  appeal  court?  The  credibility  of  the 
justice  system  is  at  stake  here.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  the 
justice  system  will  protect  itself  and  uphold  the  institutionalized 
racism  that  permeates  it. 

How  would  Quebec  react  if  the  federal  government,  in  a case  against 
it,  made  a motion  to  remove  a judge  because  he  decided  for  Quebec  in 
a side  motion?  The  Quebec  government  would  scream  treachery  and  decry 
the  Canadian  justice  system  as  biased  against  French  Quebec,  which 
would  further  the  separatist  cause.  And  would  anyone  blame  Quebec  for 
wanting  to  leaving  Canada? 

But  this  is  only  the  Cree  people.  The  federal  and  Quebec  governments 
cannot  see  the  bias  and  racist  use  of  the  justice  system. 

The  Crees  cannot  be  blamed  for  reviewing  the  lames  Bay  Agreement  with 
the  purpose  of  tearing  it  up.  The  agreement  is  not  worth  the  paper  it 
is  printed  on  if  there  is  no  real  justice  system  to  enforce  it. 


The  Gazette  Board  of  Contributors : Kenneth  Deer  is  editor  of  the 
Eastern  Door,  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  territory  newspaper.  The  views  of 
contributors  are  not  necessarily  those  of  The  Gazette. 
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Navajos  Move  Toward  Solar  Power 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MICHELLE  RUSHLO 
3/27/2000 

DILKON,  Ariz.  (AP)  - On  the  breezy  grass  plains  where  generations  of 
Joanne  Jackson's  family  have  been  born  and  raised,  a wood  bungalow  with 
faded  tan  paint  is  alive  with  electricity. 

The  three-room  house  was  built  years  ago  in  this  western  part  of  the 
Navajo  Nation  using  her  husband's  veterans  benefits.  And  though  it  had 
white  plastic  outlet  plates  on  the  walls  and  lights  in  the  ceiling,  they 
were  merely  decorative  - until  September. 

It  was  then  that  Mrs.  Jackson,  62,  and  her  husband,  Raymond,  82,  became 
the  first  inhabitants  of  the  Navajo  Nation  to  get  power  through  a solar 
generator  program  whose  founders  hope  to  eventually  deliver  power 
throughout  American  Indian  reservations . 

Of  the  37,000  occupied  structures  on  the  Navajo  Reservation,  only  9 
percent  have  electricity  and  14  percent  have  utility  gas,  according  to 
1990  Census  Bureau  statistics.  Most  other  Navajos  cook  and  heat  with  wood, 
coal  or  fuel  oil. 

Large  spreads  of  open  land  frequently  separate  the  homes  on  the 
reservation,  which  at  4.8  million  acres  covers  an  area  slightly  smaller 
than  New  Jersey. 

The  rambling  expanses  make  hooking  into  the  power  grid  eye-poppingly 
expensive.  Stringing  power  lines  costs  roughly  $30,000  per  mile,  according 
to  Arizona  Public  Service  - an  impossible  sum  for  most  families  in  this 
region  where  the  unemployment  rate  hovers  around  50  percent. 

By  comparison,  a one-kilowatt  solar  generator,  which  can  provide  for 
basic  needs,  costs  roughly  $10,000. 

The  solar  systems  are  ideal  for  Indian  reservations  because  they  are 
less  expensive  than  power  lines  and  don't  tear  up  the  landscape,  said 
Gregory  Kiss,  president  of  Native  American  Photovoltaics,  the  non-profit 
corporation  that  helped  install  the  Jacksons'  system. 

NAPV,  launched  last  June  with  a $220,000  federal  grant,  started  a lease- 
to-own  program  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  reservation,  offering 
families  one-kilowatt  systems.  The  solar  generators  provide  enough  power 
to  fuel  a refrigerator,  lights,  television,  water  pump  and  computer  for  an 
average  family  of  four. 

It  costs  the  Jacksons  nothing  to  own  the  generator  - it  was  installed  so 
they  can  show  others  how  it  works  - but  normally  a one-kilowatt  system 
would  cost  $50  per  month  through  the  program.  A family  would  agree  to  a 
three-year  lease  and,  if  they  choose  to  buy  it  at  that  time,  the  money 
paid  toward  the  lease  would  be  applied  to  the  purchase  price. 

The  program,  still  in  its  infancy,  should  have  20  systems  installed  in 
the  next  six  months,  said  Kiss,  a New  York  architect  who  specializes  in 
integrating  solar  systems  into  buildings. 

Other  government  programs  and  individual  homeowners  have  installed 
thousands  of  solar  generators  on  the  reservation  over  the  years.  Kiss  said, 
but  many  generators  do  not  function  today  because  they  were  never 
maintained . 

The  maintenance  required  for  the  systems  is  minor.  The  solar-charged 
batteries,  which  are  similar  to  golf  cart  batteries,  need  water  and 


occasional  service.  Kiss  said.  But  without  that  maintenance,  the  systems 
die.  In  some  cases,  the  Navajo  have  not  been  taught  how  to  maintain  the 
systems . 

To  combat  that  and  provide  some  badly  needed  jobs  on  the  reservation, 

NAPV  will  train  unemployed  Navajo  to  service  and  maintain  the  systems 
periodically.  Kiss  is  hoping  to  eventually  create  a self-sustaining 
industry. 

"We're  trying  to  make  the  program  behave  like  a distributed  service,"  he 
said . 

So  far,  the  Jacksons,  who  received  their  generator  as  a demonstration 
system,  are  thrilled. 

Mrs.  Jackson  has  a refrigerator  for  the  first  time,  sparing  her  trip 
after  trip  in  an  old  pickup  truck  10  miles  down  the  dusty  rutted  road  from 
her  home  to  the  market.  She  keeps  a few  tomatoes  and  soda  cans  in  the 
small  refrigerator,  smiling  proudly  as  she  shows  it  off  to  visitors. 

"I  like  the  whole  system,"  Mrs.  lackson,  who  speaks  primarily  Navajo, 
said  through  a translator.  "I  have  been  really  wanting  a refrigerator . " 

Anna  M.  Frazier,  whose  duties  in  this  Navajo  community  of  2,000  are 
similar  to  that  of  mayor,  said  many  of  the  roughly  1,200  Dilkon  residents 
have  no  power.  They  use  lanterns  for  light,  wood  stoves  and  propane  for 
heat  and  cooking. 

"That's  just  how  we've  always  lived,"  Frazier  said.  "To  have  electricity, 
we  had  to  adjust  our  lifestyle." 

Yet,  she  and  others  say  electricity  does  provide  convenience  and  safety 
for  Navajo  families. 

At  minimum,  it  means  Navajo  children  can  do  their  homework  at  night  and 
maybe  one  day  access  a computer,  Frazier  said. 

For  Mrs.  lackson,  it  means  her  husband  can  safely  descend  the  rough  wood 
steps  at  the  front  of  the  house  by  porch  light  at  night.  It's  a minor 
convenience  in  an  urban  area  but  an  enormous  help  here  - where  the  nearest 
street  light  is  30  miles  away. 

"The  porch  light  is  on,"  Mrs.  lackson  said.  "That's  one  thing  I like." 

The  one-kilowatt  solar  generators  use  a series  of  batteries  that  are 
similar  to  golf  cart  batteries. 

The  20  batteries  sit  in  metal  cases  and  are  connected  to  thin  silvery 
sheets  that  create  a shade  area  roughly  large  enough  to  cover  a mid-sized 
car. 

The  units  can  fuel  a radio,  television,  small  refrigerator,  water  pump, 
telephone,  computer  and  lights,  even  on  the  cloudiest  days.  On  bright, 
sunny  days,  they  can  generate  twice  as  much  energy  as  needed  to  supply  all 
of  the  appliances. 
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Bar  Scrutinized  Anew  After  Indian's  Death 
BY  PAUL  HAMM EL 
c.  OMAHA  WORLD-HERALD 
April  01,  2000 

Lincoln  - For  the  second  time  in  two  months,  Nebraska  State  Patrol  liquor 
investigators  met  with  members  of  the  Winnebago  Indian  tribe  to  discuss 
concerns  about  the  operation  of  the  Bonanza  Bar  in  nearby  Homer,  Neb. 

About  60  people  attended  a public  meeting  with  investigators  Thursday 
night  at  Winnebago. 

The  meeting  followed  a "spiritual  walk"  along  the  highway  from  Homer  to 
Winnebago  to  highlight  the  alcohol-related  deaths  of  Indians  on  the  road 
and  to  promote  alcohol-  and  drug-free  lifestyles. 

Some  tribal  members  have  lodged  complaints  against  the  Bonanza  Bar  with 


the  Nebraska  Liquor  Control  Commission.  They  allege  that  bar  employees 
overserve  customers  and  did  not  act  quickly  enough  to  call  an  ambulance 
for  an  Indian  man  found  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  20  outside  the  bar.  About 
80  minutes  after  the  man,  George  Smith,  was  found,  911  was  called.  Smith 
froze  to  death. 

Bar  owner  Mike  Maxwell  has  denied  the  complaints  and  said  his  bar  does 
not  prey  on  alcoholics  or  knowingly  provide  liquor  to  intoxicated  people. 

Sgt.  Martin  Costello,  a liquor  investigator  with  the  patrol,  said  the 
meeting  provided  more  information  into  the  investigation  of  the  bar. 

The  bar  has  had  no  liquor  law  violations  in  the  23  months  Maxwell  has 
owned  it,  according  to  liquor  commission  records.  He  has  twice  been 
ordered  to  appear  before  the  panel  to  answer  complaints,  but  was  cleared 
both  times. 
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Carnegie  officer  quits  after  deadly  shooting 
By  Ron  lackson 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
04/07/2000 

CARNEGIE  --  Prompted  by  death  threats  and  a call  for  his  firing,  police 
officer  Russell  Williams  resigned  Thursday  night,  three  weeks  after  he 
shot  and  killed  a charging  Kiowa/Apache  woman. 

"This  is  not  due  to  all  the  PR  (public  relations)  stuff  they're  putting 
out  on  me,"  said  Williams,  30.  "The  main  reason  I'm  resigning  is  because 
of  the  death  threats  coming  in.  This  is  a small  department  --  this  is  a 
small  town  --  and  I would  never  know  if  I were  to  go  out  on  a call  if  I 
were  going  to  get  ambushed. 

"My  fiancee  works  here  in  town.  We  shop  here.  We  get  our  gas  here.  If  we 
ever  wanted  to  go  out  to  eat,  there's  only  three  places  in  town  to  go.  We 
just  don't  want  to  live  in  fear." 

Inside  a back  room  at  the  tiny  Carnegie  police  station,  Williams 
candidly  spoke  Thursday  of  the  trauma,  anger  and  fear  he  has  encountered 
daily  since  March  21,  when  he  fired  three  rounds  into  Carmen  Ybarra,  who 
reportedly  wielded  a broken  shovel. 

The  officer's  emotion-laced  words  came  shortly  before  nearly  200 
outraged  Kiowa  tribal  members  marched  on  city  hall  to  demand  the  town 
council  fire  Williams  and  Carnegie  Police  Chief  Randall  Hileman.  With  them, 
they  carried  692  signatures  and  racial  accusations  against  the  Carnegie 
Police  Department. 

They  walked  two  miles  from  the  Kiowa  tribal  headquarters,  carrying  an 
American  flag  and  marching  to  the  beat  of  a drum. 

Williams,  who  claims  he  has  received  repeated  death  threats,  beat  his 
detractors  to  the  punch  by  resigning. 

Hileman  also  said  he  has  received  hate  mail,  including  one  letter  that 
read,  "Russell  Williams  will  burn  in  hell." 

The  letter  appeared  to  be  the  work  of  a child. 

Maureen  Yeahquo,  an  outspoken  tribal  member,  doubts  the  story  of  the 
death  threats. 

"I  believe  they're  just  trying  to  build  their  case,"  Yeahquo  said.  "If 
they  are  getting  death  threats,  they  are  not  coming  from  the  Indians. 
Indians  don't  write  letters  like  that." 

Yeahquo  is  a member  of  a Kiowa-dominated  group  called  the  Concerned 
Carnegie  Area  Residents.  She  said  the  group  is  demanding  a number  of 
changes  in  the  community  because  of  Ybarra's  death. 

Among  the  group's  numerous  demands  is  a call  for  hiring  an  Indian  at  the 
Carnegie  Police  Department  and  a "liaison  between  the  town's  Indian  and 


white  communities."  The  group  is  also  urging  all  Kiowa  people  to  register 
to  vote  so  they  can  elect  an  Indian  to  the  town  council. 

"We  bring  $8  million  a year  into  this  town,  and  the  Indians  still  don't 
have  any  say-so  in  the  community/'  Yeahquo  said.  "Maybe  now  we'll  get  some 
action . " 

Williams,  meanwhile,  said  he  relives  that  March  21  night  with  no  regrets 
Only  anger. 

"I'm  angry  I was  put  in  that  situation  where  I had  to  kill  someone," 
Williams  said.  "I  didn't  get  to  make  any  decisions  that  night.  Carmen 
Ybarra  made  all  of  them.  ...  She's  the  one  who  had  all  the  choices,  and 
each  time  she  let  the  situation  escalate." 

Williams  said  he  was  called  the  scene  of  the  shooting  because  of  a 
domestic  dispute  between  Ybarra's  sister,  Sophia,  and  her  boyfriend,  Dimmy 
Sophia  and  limmy  had  been  fighting  and  were  in  a confrontation  in  the 
yard  when  Williams  arrived,  he  said. 

"I  was  able  to  separate  Sophia  and  limmy,  but  Carmen  kept  trying  to  get 
at  Dimmy,"  Williams  recalled.  "I  told  her  to  leave.  I already  had  the 
situation  under  control." 

At  that  point,  Williams  claims,  Ybarra  became  upset. 

"I  told  her  if  she  didn't  leave  I would  have  to  arrest  her,"  Williams 
said.  "She  said,  'Go  ahead,  arrest  me.'  I said,  'OK,  you're  under  arrest.' 
When  I tried  to  grab  her  hand  to  cuff  her,  she  took  a swing  at  me.  That's 
when  I pepper-sprayed  her." 

Ybarra,  5 feet  10  inches  tall  and  345  pounds,  then  became  enraged, 
Williams  said. 

"She  said,  'I  took  on  six  Anadarko  police  officers,  you  think  I'm  afraid 
of  you?'"  Williams  said.  "She  said,  'I'm  going  to  kill  you.'  And  I 
believed  her." 

Police  reports  state  that  Ybarra  retrieved  a broken  shovel  with  a jagged 
blade  and  charged  Williams  with  the  shovel,  held  in  a spearing  position. 
Williams  said  he  feared  for  his  life. 

"She  was  stronger  than  me,"  Williams  said.  "The  pepper  spray  had 
absolutely  no  effect.  I told  her  to  stop  repeatedly.  I even  backed  up.  But 
she  kept  escalating  the  situation.  She  kept  yelling,  'I  don't  care,  shoot 
me ! Shoot  me ! ' " 

Williams  said  he  was  backed  against  a fence  and  out  of  options.  He  fired 
three  times,  striking  Ybarra  in  the  hip,  forearm  and  chest.  Williams  said 
he  then  performed  resuscitation  measures  on  Ybarra  until  the  medics 
arrived . 

"I'm  terribly  sorry  I had  to  shoot  her,"  Williams  said.  "Had  I not  shot 
her,  she  would  have  killed  me,  and  I believe  that." 

Accusations  that  he  is  a racist  have  also  bothered  him  greatly. 

"Nobody  came  down  here  to  ask  anybody,  but  I'm  part  Cherokee  Indian," 
Williams  said.  "And  if  I was  such  a bad  person,  why  then  has  the  Kiowa 
Tribe  employed  me  as  a security  guard  at  the  Kiowa  Game  Casino?  I work 
part-time  as  a security  guard  for  the  tribe.  I've  done  so  since  May  of 
'99.  I'm  in  charge  of  their  money.  I have  a card  that  gives  me 
authorization  to  conduct  investigations  on  Kiowa  property  concerning  their 
gaming  operations." 

Williams  pulled  the  card  from  his  wallet.  The  card  is  signed  by  Kiowa 
Chairman  Earl  Yeahquo. 
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Mismanagement  blamed  for  loss  of  family  land 
By  KIMBERLY  D.  MORAVA 
c.  Shawnee  News-Star 


2/20/2000 

Shawnee  resident  Ruby  Withrow  and  her  family  have  a personal  stake  in  a 
private  lawsuit  filed  by  the  Colorado-based  Native  American  Rights  Fund 
(NARF)  against  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  and  U.S.  Department  of 
Treasury.The  lawsuit  is  based  upon  Individual  Indian  Money  (IIM)  accounts 
--  those  accounts  held  in  trust  by  the  government. 

NARF  is  representing  IIM  trust  beneficiaries  for  the  government's 
"failure  to  properly  manage  a trust  fund  through  which  billions  of  dollars 
in  Indian  money  have  flowed  for  decades/'  the  NARF  online  case  summary 
states. From  oil  and  gas  production  to  grazing  leases,  coal  production  and 
timber  sales  on  allotted  Indian  lands  across  the  United  States,  the  money 
in  question  belongs  to  the  individual  Indians  who  earned  it  from  those 
sources,  NARF  indicates. 

The  lawsuit  was  filed  Dune  10,  1996. Although  Withrow  is  not  specifically 
named,  she  and  her  family  could  benefit  from  the  lawsuit's  results  -- 
focusing  on  the  IIM  account  of  her  grandfather,  Moses  Bruno. She  said  her 
grandfather's  IIM  account  was  terribly  mismanaged  as  were  the  benefits  of 
his  allotted  land  in  Potawatomie  County  --  80  acres  worth. Oil  production 
royalties  on  Bruno's  land  weren't  handled  properly,  Withrow  said,  and  she 
has  records  of  an  illegal  sale  of  20  acres  of  that  land  by  the  government 
in  1929,  she  said. 

Her  grandparents  weren't  aware  they  were  signing  the  land  away,  she 
added. After  it  was  sold,  an  oil  well  was  drilled  on  that  20  acres  in  1933 
--  and  that  well  is  still  producing  oil  today,  she  said. "It's  produced  one 
million  barrels  since  1933,"  Withrow  said. The  land  is  southeast  of  Shawnee 
--  two  miles  north  of  Sacred  Heart,  she  said,  but  none  of  it  is  still 
owned  by  the  family. 

Her  grandfather  later  sold  20  acres  of  his  allotment  and  the  remaining 
40  acres  were  sold  by  the  government  after  his  death  in  1960  to  settle  a 
$97  grocery  bill,  she  said . "Business  affairs  were  terribly  mismanaged," 
she  said,  adding  that  the  land  sold  well-below  appraised  value. Withrow 
obtained  records  through  the  Oklahoma  Corporation  Commission  as  to  the 
particulars  of  oil  production  on  the  land,  and  hopes  to  find  more. 

There  were  several  oil  wells  drilled,  she  said,  with  one  well  producing 
200,000  barrels.  But,  she  said,  the  wells  were  plugged  after  only  30 
months. When  he  owned  the  land,  her  grandfather  drew  money  from  the  oil 
royalties  to  live  on  --  taking  enough  from  his  IIM  fund  for  the  bare 
necessities . "They  led  a simple  life,"  she  said. 

Her  grandfather  later  went  to  the  Department  of  Interior  Shawnee  Indian 
Agency  to  get  some  money  and  found  there  was  nothing  left  in  his  IIM 
account . "There  should  have  been  enough  in  there  to  last  the  rest  of  his 
life,"  she  said .Although  her  grandfather  couldn't  read,  she  said  her 
grandmother  did,  but  they  never  saw  their  own  IIM  account  ledger,  Withrow 
said.  She  said  her  grandparents  couldn't  get  basic  information  about  their 
IIM  account. Withrow' s search  for  her  grandfather ' s IIM  records  isn't 
complete,  but  work  continues. 

Her  search  began  after  hearing  about  the  national  lawsuit  a few  years 
ago.  Curious  about  her  grandfather ' s records,  she  became  more  so  when  her 
cousin  purchased  five  acres  that  was  once  part  of  the  original  80  acres 
her  grandfather  was  allotted. She  said  they  wondered  why  the  land  had  a 
quit-claim  deed,  and  they  began  searching  records,  with  her  daughter 
learning  more  about  the  NARF  lawsuit  concerning  IIM  accounts. 

An  Internet  search  found  the  archives  of  the  Shawnee  Indian  Agency's 
files,  which  were  being  kept  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Withrow  said. Once  they 
made  the  trip  to  Texas,  she  said,  they  made  copies  of  documents  after  she 
found  her  grandfather's  account  ledger  in  those  files.  Definite  accounting 
problems  were  found  by  Withrow  and  her  family,  she  said. She  said  they 
found  proof  that  her  grandfather ' s IIM  accounts  were  skimmed  by  10 
percent,  reflecting  the  loss  on  her  grandfather's  oil  checks. 

What  Withrow  found  most  disturbing,  she  said,  wasn't  the  skimming,  but 
the  fact  that  documents  were  kept  to  prove  the  skimming  was  taking  place. 
"That  indicated  their  supervisors  knew,"  she  said. Withrow  said  she 
couldn't  believe  this  type  of  outrageous  activity  could  happen  in  the 
United  States. She  said  it's  ironic  that  the  United  States  is  a country 
that  champions  for  the  Civil  Rights  of  others,  but  "treats  its  own  Native 


American  citizens  so  badly. ""It's  a shame/'  she  said.  "It  happened  in  my 
lifetime  and  is  still  going  on/'  adding  that  Native  Americans  are  "not 
given  the  respect  and  dignity  they  deserve." 

While  the  courts  have  determined  the  lawsuit  will  cover  both  current  and 
historical  accounts  --  those  of  deceased  persons  --  Withrow  said  she  and 
her  family  may  or  may  not  remain  part  of  the  class-action  suit.  If  the 
class-action  claim  restores  lost  money  from  IIM  accounts,  Withrow  said  she 
still  wants  her  grandfather's  land  back. She  has  fond  memories  of  her 
grandfather ' s land,  where  her  grandparents  raised  five  children  and  where 
she  grew  up. 

Extended  family  members  had  homes  on  the  land,  along  with  her 
grandparent ' s bigger  home,  she  added . "Raising  almost  everything  they  ate," 
she  said,  "the  land  was  very  important  to  us. "If  someone  can  prove  the 
allotted  land  was  illegally  taken  from  her  grandfather,  she  said,  there  is 
a good  chance  the  family  could  get  it  back. "That's  what  we  want,"  Withrow 
said.  "We  want  the  land  back. "Based  upon  the  value  of  80  acres  of  land, 
and  100  percent  of  the  main  oil  well  production  that  was  lost  from  the 
alleged  illegal  sale  of  land,  she  estimates  a worth  of  between  $5  and  $10 
million,  she  said,  plus  the  royalties  of  four  other  oil  wells  that 
produced  on  that  land. "That  oil  production  belongs  to  my  family  --  we  want 
it  back,"  she  said,  although,  "It  won't  make  my  grandfather  whole." 

Withrow  said  her  father,  lohnnie  Bruno,  also  deceased,  always  suspected 
the  Department  of  Interior  wasn't  properly  handling  the  money. The 
motivation  to  learn  more,  along  with  what  she  has  found  out,  is 
"vindication  for  my  dad,"  she  said. "It's  some  kind  of  justice  for  my 
grandfather, " she  added,  and  the  process  has  been  quite  emotional . "That 
land  meant  an  awful  lot  to  us,"  she  said.  "I  want  that  land  back  --  it 
belongs  to  my  family . "Withrow  said  she  will  keep  researching  and  at  some 
point,  they  may  have  to  bring  up  their  own  legal  action . "We ' re  prepared 
to  do  that,"  she  said.  "We're  not  saying  anything  that  we  don't  have 
documents  to  back  up. "Withrow  said  she  even  hopes  she  and  her  family, 
working  with  national  groups,  can  help  other  Oklahomans  who  may  be  faced 
with  similar  circumstances  concerning  historical  IIM  accounts. 

There  are  already  national  groups  forming,  she  said,  but  there  isn't  one 
in  this  area. Withrow  said  she  has  a strong  feeling  people  will  need  to 
know  how  to  do  this  type  of  research,  especially  if  their  allotted  land 
had  a lease  for  natural  resources . The  NARF  lawsuit  has  drawn  media 
attention  to  this  area  as  well.  Withrow  was  recently  interviewed  on  the 
land  near  Sacred  Heart  by  Mike  Wallace  of  CBS'  60  Minutes.  She  and  others 
are  part  of  a program  that  is  tentatively  set  to  air  March  5,  Withrow 
said. More  information  about  the  lawsuit  or  NARF  can  be  found  at 
www.NARF.org. 

"RE : Looters  Stealing  Native  American  Artifacts"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Mar  2000  11:06:40  EST 
From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Subj : Looters  Stealing  Native  American  Artifacts  From  Burial  Sites  In 
North  Mississippi 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Looters  Stealing  Native  American  Artifacts  From  Burial  Sites  In  North 

Mississippi 

By  Eileen  Bailey 

TUPELO,  Miss.  (AP)  _ Dry  waist-high  Johnson  grass  and  broom  sedge  crackle 
as  Danny  Hartley  gingerly  makes  his  way  around  holes,  some  large  enough  to 
hold  a basketball  or  two. 

These  holes  dot  the  burial  site  like  craters  on  the  surface  of  the  moon. 
And  this  site  is  one  that  looters  may  not  be  finished  with. 

Some  Native  American  burial  sites  hit  by  looters  have  been  completely 
turned  up,  like  one  recently  in  Tishomingo  County. 

Hartley,  a district  biologist  with  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers, 
said  a looter  digging  in  this  ancient  burial  site  is  no  different  from 
someone  going  into  a public  cemetery  and  digging  up  bodies  to  steal  the 


belongings  buried  with  them. 

"Morally,  and  ethically,  they  have  a blatant  disregard  for  the  dead," 
Hartley  said  of  those  who  are  stealing  artifacts,  some  dating  back 
thousands  of  years,  from  burial  sites  on  public  and  private  lands  in 
Northeast  Mississippi. 

In  addition  to  a disregard  for  the  dead,  digging  artifacts  from  graves 
is  theft. 

"They  can  call  it  other  names  but  it  is  robbery,"  he  said.  Not  only  are 
they  stealing  the  artifacts,  he  said,  but  these  people,  many  who  have  been 
doing  it  for  years,  "are  stealing  a part  of  history." 

Hartley  has  been  with  the  corps  for  16  years.  In  that  time,  the  problem 
of  looting  has  been  sporadic,  he  said. 

But  in  the  last  year,  more  and  more  theft  has  been  occurring  at  Native 
American  sites  on  corps  land  and  on  private  property. 

Recently,  sites  in  Monroe,  Clay  and  Tishomingo  counties  have  been  hard 
hit.  In  Clay  County,  four  residents  were  arrested  for  digging  up  artifacts 
on  private  property:  Bonnie  Bennett,  53,  of  Amory;  E.C.  Pierce,  42,  of 
Tupelo;  Brian  K.  Sawyer,  30,  of  Amory;  and  Perry  Knowles,  37,  of 
Nettleton . 

Clay  County  Prosecuting  Attorney  Rufus  Ward  said  all  four  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  misdemeanor  charges  of  malicious  trespassing  and  waived  their 
rights  to  a preliminary  hearing.  They  now  will  be  going  before  the  grand 
jury  on  felony  charges. 

In  Mississippi,  it's  illegal  to  open  a grave  or  place  of  interment  with 
the  intent  to  move  the  body,  dissect  the  body  or  to  steal  any  items  buried 
with  body. 

The  state  penalty  for  this  crime  is  imprisonment  in  the  state 
penitentiary  not  exceeding  two  years  or  in  the  county  jail  not  more  than 
six  months,  or  by  a fine  of  not  more  than  $300  or  both. 

Hartley  said  if  people  are  caught  on  federal  lands  with  the  same  charge, 
they  could  face  a fine  of  $10,000  and  jail  time  for  the  first  offense. 
Penalties  increase  with  each  charge  after  that,  he  said. 

"They  are  desecrating  graves  and  stealing  this  country's  history,"  he 
said.  "I'd  like  to  educate  the  public  and  law  enforcement  that  this  is  a 
serious  problem  and  there  are  laws  that  cover  this  and  protect  these 
sites . " 

Ward  is  not  alone. 

lack  Elliott,  a historical  archaeologist  with  the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Archives  and  History,  is  concerned  with  the  trend  of  looting  of  Native 
American  sites. 

"Once  they  take  out  these  artifacts  there  is  no  way  to  get  them  back," 
he  said.  "If  artifacts  are  recovered  we  wouldn't  know  where  they  came 
from . " 

Elliott  said  the  artifacts  taken,  which  can  include  weapons,  pots  and 
human  bones,  are  from  various  periods  of  Native  American  history. 

The  sites  located  in  the  state  can  be  from  the  Archaic  period,  which 
dates  from  8000  B.C.  to  500  B.C.;  Woodland  period,  which  is  before  900 
A.D.;  the  Mississippian  Period,  which  is  900  A.D.  to  1500  A.D.;  and  from 
the  Chickasaws,  who  settled  in  the  area  in  the  1700s,  he  said. 

Hartley  said  the  artifacts  taken  the  most  are  points,  or  pieces  of  stone 
that  were  made  into  a weapon,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  used  for 
ceremonial  purposes. 

These  pieces,  he  said,  are  given  a monetary  value  based  on  their 
condition,  size  and  type.  "A  single  artifact  can  bring  $2,000  to  $10,000," 
he  said. 

People  digging  up  the  artifacts.  Hartley  said,  make  thousands  of  dollars 
a year  in  the  sale  of  these  items. 

"They  could  make  up  to  $50,000  a night,"  he  said. 

Hartley  said  there  are  three  levels  of  people  involved  when  artifacts 
are  taken:  the  thief;  the  local  collector  who  buys  it  from  the  thief;  and 
the  foreign  collector  who  buys  it  from  the  local  collector. 

Ken  Carleton,  tribal  archaeologist  and  tribal  historian  and  preservation 
officer  for  the  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaws  in  Philadelphia,  said  the 
demand  for  Native  American  artifacts  is  high  in  other  countries. 

"We  have  heard  of  a lot  of  Native  American  artifacts  going  to  Japan  and 


Europe/'  Carleton  said.  "The  Japanese  and  Europeans  are  really  interested 
in  Native  Americans." 

Because  the  demand  for  the  items  is  increasing,  so  is  the  price.  And 
officials  say  everyone  is  profiting. 

"It  is  worldwide  and  really  big  business/'  Carleton  said. 

To  find  these  artifacts,  people  are  going  beyond  the  surface  searching 
that  is  allowed  in  the  state  if  permission  by  a land  owner  is  given. 

People  digging  for  artifacts  will  use  various  methods,  including  metal 
detectors  and  long  small  metal  poles  with  a metal  ring  at  the  bottom  which 
will  ring  when  they  strike  an  artifact.  Hartley  said. 

Once  the  pole  strikes  an  artifact,  it  is  dug  up  and  pocketed.  To  hide 
their  efforts,  looters  often  cover  some  of  the  holes  back  up. 

They  usually  strike  at  night  leaving  only  the  holes  and  an  occasional 
soda  bottle  behind. 

"They  know  what  to  look  for,"  Hartley  said.  They've  learned  to  recognize 
the  sites  where  the  burial  mounds  and  habitation  sites  are  located. 

Hartley  said  there's  no  way  of  knowing  how  many  and  what  types  of 
artifacts  have  been  taken. 

"It's  been  easy  pickings,"  he  said.  "But  that's  about  to  change." 
c.  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved 

"RE : Pine  Ridge  Boxers  Held  at  Gun  Point"  

Date:  Thu,  06  Apr  2000  08:33:22  -0600 
From:  wes  wildcat  <wildcat(3scd.ucar.edu> 

Subj : news  article 

I came  across  this  today. 

-wes 


Pine  Ridge  boxers  held  at  gun  point 
By  Jamie  Monastyrski 
Today  Staff 

RAPID  CITY,  S.D.  - Ten  young  athletes  from  a Pine  Ridge  boxing  club  are 
recovering  emotionally  after  they  were  held  at  gunpoint  by  Rapid  City 
police  for  more  than  45  minutes  following  a report  of  an  alleged  gang 
fight. 

This  incident  occurred  only  days  before  the  release  of  the  U.S. 
Commission  on  Civil  Rights  report  investigating  South  Dakota  race 
issues  and  Native  Americans'  belief  that  there  is  a dual  system  of 
justice. 

Following  a 911  call  reporting  a gang  fight  involving  weapons,  police 
pulled  over  a van  ordering  the  occupants,  at  gunpoint,  to  exit  and  lie 
on  the  pavement,  believing  they  were  involved  and  carrying  weapons. 

Pam  Janis,  an  assistant  coach  with  the  North  Ridge  Boxing  Team  reported 
that  the  "20  or  so  cops  had  all  their  guns  drawn"  on  the  boys  ranging 
in  age  from  12  to  21.  No  weapons  were  found  after  a 45-minute  search. 

"They  overreacted  big  time.  It  was  so  scary,  somebody  could  have  been 
shot,"  she  said. 

The  youngsters  were  all  shaken  up  after  the  incident,  some  of  them 
crying  as  they  made  their  way  back  home.  They  were  bruised  and 
scratched.  Janis  said  some  parents  are  discussing  the  incident  with 
attorneys . 

The  boys'  boxing  team  was  in  town  to  participate  in  an  amateur  boxing 
match  at  the  Mother  Butler  Center  against  members  of  the  Rapid  City 
boxing  club.  Janis  said  they  have  been  coming  to  Rapid  City  for  years 
for  the  mini-matches,  often  called  "smokers."  There  have  been  incidents 
with  members  of  the  Rapid  City  club,  who  often  wanted  to  fight  outside 
the  center  after  regulated  bouts,  she  reported. 

"We  are  treated  and  respected  everywhere  but  here,  especially  by  the 
Rapid  City  club,"  she  said.  Rapid  City  boxing  club  coach  Eddie  Martinez 
said,  "I  have  nothing  to  say  about  that  garbage." 

March  26,  after  the  alleged  altercation  Saturday  night,  the  team  was  on 
the  way  to  a fast  food  restaurant  before  heading  home.  Janis  said  two 
passing  juvenile  males  threw  rocks  and  a piece  of  lumber  at  the  van. 


urging  the  occupants  to  fight. 

Police  Capt.  Christopher  Grant  said  the  department  received  a 911  call 
around  this  time  reporting  a gang  fight  involving  guns  at  the 
intersection  of  Watertown  and  Pine  streets. 

"We  have  a high  degree  of  responsibility  whenever  we  receive  a call 
about  a suspected  weapon,  for  the  safety  of  the  public,  the  police  and 
the  parties  involved."  Grant  said  every  action  taken  by  the  police  was 
part  of  the  protocol  for  a suspected  weapon  call. 

"The  officers  did  what  they  had  to  do  to  preserve  public  safety." 

Police  have  questioned  the  person  who  made  the  911  call  and  determined 
it  was  an  honest  mistake.  The  caller  thought  he  saw  a gun.  They  also 
know  the  individuals  involved  in  the  altercation  but  determined  it  was 
a verbal  confrontation  with  no  weapons  involved. 

"It's  an  extremely  unfortunate  incident.  We're  sorry  the  Pine  Ridge 
boxing  club  had  to  finish  the  visit  in  our  city  like  this,"  Grant  said. 

"This  is  an  on-going  harassment  issue  with  the  cops  in  town,"  said  Dale 
Looks  Twice  whose  13-year-old  son  was  in  the  van.  "We  shouldn't  have  to 
deal  with  this.  I'm  stunned." 

Looks  Twice,  an  active  member  in  the  Pine  Ridge  community  and  a 
proponent  of  civil  rights  issues  for  the  Lakota  Nation,  said  the 
incident  comes  down  to  blatant  racism  and  discrimination  against  Native 
American  people. 

He  said  it's  ironic  how  an  incident  like  this  happens  only  days  before 
the  release  of  the  civil  rights  commission  report.  "I'm  disappointed 
with  what  happened.  It's  sad  to  see  things  like  this  still  happening." 

"RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  10  April  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Date:  Mon,  21  Feb  2000  22:07:06  -0500 
From:  Bill  Weems  <bigbill756@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Native  Prisoner 

lanet , 

I read  Wotanging  Ikche  every  week.  My  sister  is  incarcerated  in  the  Ada 
County  Hail  and  will  no  doubt  be  moved  to  the  womens  penitentary  at 
Pocatello  Idaho  come  May  to  do  a 2 to  5 year  sentence.  She  asked  me  if  I 
would  send  her  address  to  you  as  she  knows  I read  Wotanging  Ikche  and  have 
mentioned  Native  Prisoner  to  her.  We  are  of  the  Coeur  D Alene  tribe  of 
Idaho.  Her  address  at  the  jail  is: 

Kay  Weems 

C/0  Ada  County  Hail 
7210  Barrister 
Boise,  ID  83704 

She  would  like  to  receive  mail  from  any  Native  men  who  would  care  to  be 
penpals.  I will  forward  her  prison  address  as  soon  as  I receive  it  next 
May/3une.  Thank  you  so  much!  It  can  be  lonely  inside  with  out  contact  from 
penpals  to  ease  the  time. 

A loyal  reader . . . 


Bill  Weems 

Coeur  D Alene  Tribe  of  Idaho 
bigbill756@rmci . net 
424  w cherry  lane  #137 
Meridian,  ID  83642 
208-888-5241 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
3anet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Date:  Mon,  20  Mar  2000  18:26:17  -0800 
From:  Lona  <kikipuppy@MINDSPRING.COM> 

Subj : Leonards  New  Address 

Hey  all, 

Leonard  was  moved  today  at  10:00  am.  He  was  moved  to  Rochester  Medical 
Center.  This  move  puts  him  within  miles  of  the  Mayo  Clinic.  I am  sure 
that  we  all  wish  him  and  easy  and  speedy  recovery. 

His  new  temporary  address  is: 

LEONARD  PELTIER,  #89637-132 
ROCHESTER  MEDICAL  CENTER 
PO  BOX  4000 
ROCHESTER  MN  55906 

Have  a good  day  and  please  pass  this  around.  All  the  work  and  support 
that  went  into  getting  Leonard  to  a hospital  facility  to  get  his  jaw 
problem  fixed  is  greatly  appreciated. 

L~n~R,  Sue  Morales 
NWLPSN  & NWAIM 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : Two  Carlisle  Indian  School  Artists"  

Date:  Sun,  04  Apr  1999  23:20:36  -0400 
From:  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Subj : An  interim  story 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

This  comes  from  a much  later  CHS  publication  then  Indian  Helper  and 
is  about  the  2 artists,  Angel  DeCora  (Winnebago)  and  Lone  Star  Dietz 
(Sioux. ) . 


THE  STORY  OF  TWO  REAL  INDIAN  ARTISTS 
by  E.  L.  Martin. 


"Each  figure  had  its  meaning;  Each  some  magic  song  suggested." 

In  the  world  of  today,  there  are  just  two  real  Indian  artists.  They  are 
Lone  Star  and  his  wife,  Angel  De  Cora.  Both  are  instructors  in  art  at  the 
United  States  Government  Indian  School  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and  both 
are  themselves  students  of  nature,  which  the  real  artist  must  ever 
continue  to  be. 

These  artists,  true  to  the  instincts  of  their  race,  "see  something  more 
in  nature  than  general  effect."  Their  criticism  is  that  hitherto,  with  the 
exception  of  Frederic  Remington,  who  lived  with  and  studied  the  red  man  in 
his  own  environment,  artists  have  not  seen  the  Indian  soul  speaking  in  the 
Indian  face.  The  conception  of  the  Indian  character  has  been  altogether 
unlike  the  Indian  himself,  which  has  left  the  impression  upon  the  general 
mind  that  the  Indian  possesses  certain  peculiar  qualities  which  in  no 
respect  belong  to  him.  The  white  man,  they  say  --  the  artist  --  invariably 
gives  the  expression  of  stoicism  to  the  Indian  face.  And  it  is  only  by 
living  with  and  coming  into  close  relation  with  these  primitive  people 
that  he  is  enabled  to  find  out  his  great  mistake.  For  a great  mistake  it 
certainly  is,  they  inform  us,  to  so  depict  him.  It  is  easy  to  recall  what 
a great  mind  has  told  us,  that  "nature  is  inexhaustible,  and  alone  forms 
the  greatest  masters.  Say  what  you  will  of  rules,  they  alter  the  true 
features  and  the  natural  expression."  So,  Lone  Star  says,  by  following 
conventional  rules  and  practices,  false  ideas  of  his  race  have  been  given 
to  us.  For,  "of  all  things  the  Indian  has  been,  he  has  first  of  all  been 
an  artist." 

This  seems  like  a fair  statement,  too,  and  one  that  might  be  expected. 
For  always  the  Indian  has  lived  with  and  been  governed  by  nature.  Always 
he  has  loved  the  "haunts  of  nature."  Likewise  the  Indian  has  had  faith  in 
"God  and  nature,"  and,  like  Fliawatha,  in  his  song  he  has  made  records  of 
his  thoughts  in  symbolic  language.  Flence,  he  has  learned  to  look  at  nature 
with  an  artist's  eye. 

Realizing  the  essential  truth  of  all  this.  Lone  Star  and  his  wife,  Angel 
DeCora,  both  of  whom  have  studied  art  under  such  instructors  as  Joseph  De 
Camp,  Howard  Pyle,  Edmund  Tarbell,  and  Frank  Benson,  feel  that  they  have 
just  cause  for  regretting  that  this  misunderstanding  of  the  original 
American  should  exist. 

There  is  enough  of  romance  in  the  life  of  each  one  of  these  artists  to 
enable  them  fully  to  appreciate  and  love  the  people  among  whom  they  were 
born  and  with  whom  they  lived  in  their  early  childhood.  In  fact,  the 
opening  chapter  in  the  life  of  Lone  Star  closely  resembles  the 
corresponding  one  in  some  tale  of  fiction. 

Wicarhpi  Isnala  was  the  boy's  name.  "Lone  Star"  his  father  called  him, 
which  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the  Indian  significance  of  his  title. 

When  Lone  Star  was  between  two  and  three  years  old,  his  father,  a white 
trader  and  agent,  having  become  a very  wealthy  man,  concluded  to  visit  his 
home  in  the  East.  He  stayed  away  five  years.  Then  he  came  back  and  carried 
Lone  Star  off  with  him.  In  the  meantime  he  had  met  and  married  an  old 
sweetheart,  whom  he  had  lost  sight  of  during  his  stay  with  Chief  Red 
Cloud ' s tribe. 

Lone  Star  was  now  a boy  of  eight  years,  so  his  father  entered  him  in  a 
school  here  in  the  East.  Being  of  a bright  mind  and  quick  to  grasp  and 
retain  whatever  study  he  was  given  to  learn,  his  own  language  did  not 
prove  to  be  any  great  handicap.  So,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  was 
graduated  from  high  school. 

Then  he  was  sent  to  college  and  given  a course  of  instruction  at  an  art 
school . 

His  father  had  great  ambition  for  his  promising  young  son,  and  laid  out 
a most  brilliant  course  for  him  to  pursue.  But  life  on  the  plains  was 
calling  to  Lone  Star.  It  almost  always  happens  so!  For  were  not  his  own 
people  there  --  his  beautiful  Indian  mother,  who  loved  her  boy  as 
devotedly  as  the  white  mother  loves  hers,  and  the  sister  they  left  behind? 
So,  back  the  Indian  youth  went  to  see  them  all.  Then  he  returned  to  his 
art  and  finished  his  course.  For  an  artist  he  was,  and  should  ever 
continue  to  be. 

As  an  artist.  Lone  Star  has  already  achieved  considerable  distinction. 
And  his  career  is  only  just  begun,  as  he  considers.  He  has  worked  as  a 


staff  artist  on  different  newspapers,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  Exposition  in  St.  Louis  he  supervised  the  interior  and  mural 
decorations  of  the  Indian  exhibit.  That  was  in  1904,  the  year  he  met  and 
became  acquainted  with  Angel  De  Cora,  who  is  a descendant  of  the 
hereditary  chief  of  the  Winnebagoes. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  productive  of  their  greatest  good  than  the 
meeting  of  these  two  young  Indian  artists.  Fate  must  have  anticipated  what 
was  in  store  for  them  when  she  brought  them  along  the  paths  which  finally 
merged  into  one  long  road,  which  they  soon  made  up  their  minds  to  travel 
along  together  until  the  end  was  reached. 

It  is  four  years  since  Lone  Star  became  an  instructor  in  the  United 
States  Government  Indian  School  at  Carlisle.  His  wife,  Angel  De  Cora, 
received  her  appointment  two  years  earlier. 

As  a little  Indian  girl,  Angel  De  Cora  had  been  entered  in  the 
reservation  school.  After  she  had  been  there  a few  days,  she  tells  us,  a 
strange  white  man  appeared  among  them.  When,  through  an  interpreter,  he 
asked  her  if  she  would  like  to  take  a ride  in  a steam  car,  childlike  she 
said  yes.  She  was  all  the  more  eager  to  go  when  she  found  that  six  others 
were  accepting  the  same  invitation.  The  following  morning,  by  sunrise, 
they  all  climbed  into  a big  wagon  and  were  driven  to  the  railroad  station. 
Angel  De  Cora  had  never  seen  a steam  car  or  a railroad  track  in  all  her 
life  and  the  situation  was  a wonderfully  exciting  one. 

All  day  they  rode  on  and  on,  and  when  night  came  they  still  continued 
their  journey.  And  so  it  was  for  three  days  and  three  nights.  Then  they 
arrived  at  Hampton,  Virginia.  Angel  De  Cora  was  going  to  be  educated  as  no 
one  had  ever  dreamed  of. 

It  was  three  years  before  she  saw  her  mother  again.  When  her  parents 
found  out  about  her  leaving  the  reservation  school  they  were  heartbroken 
over  being  thus  separated  from  the  daughter.  But  it  was  too  late  to 
interfere.  And  when,  after  a three  years'  stay  at  Hampton,  Angel  De  Cora 
went  home  for  a vacation,  her  father  and  the  old  chief  and  his  wife  had 
all  died.  "And  with  them,"  she  says,  "the  old  Indian  life  was  gone." 

Her  mother's  grief  over  parting  with  her  little  daughter  was  truly 
pitiful.  For  months,  she  told  Angel  de  Cora,  she  wept  and  mourned  for  her. 
By  the  time,  however,  that  Angel  was  ready  to  return  to  Hampton  again  the 
mother  had  become  reconciled  to  the  changed  life,  for  she  saw  it  was 
inevitable,  as  well  as  being  best  for  them  all.  There  was  a great  career 
awaiting  the  daughter,  and  one  that  the  mother  could  take  pride  in. 

Recognizing  what  her  natural  gift  inclined  her  to,  and  what  the  true 
bent  of  her  nature  was,  friends  stood  ready  to  urge  her  on.  Through 
friendly  effort  she  entered  the  Burnham  Classical  School  for  Girls.  Then, 
later,  Angel  De  Cora  was  entered  at  the  art  department  of  Smith  College, 
at  Northampton,  Massachusetts.  So,  with  all  this  painstaking  instruction, 
supplemented  by  private  study  under  our  best  art  instructors,  she  is 
thoroughly  well  prepared  to  aid  and  companion  her  talented  young  husband  in 
the  career  which  he  has  chosen  to  follow. 

Both  Lone  Star  and  his  wife,  Angel  De  Cora,  maintain  that  art 
misrepresents  the  Indian.  Few,  if  any,  of  us  have  ever  stopped  to  consider 
whether  or  not  there  is  any  distinction  between  the  Indian  man  and  the 
Indian  woman  in  the  wearing  of  feathers.  With  the  Indian  himself,  however, 
it  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  A feather  to  the  Indian  means  the  same 
as  a medal  or  college  letter  awarded  to  a paleface  for  athletic  merit.  But 
under  no  circumstances  does  an  Indian  woman  ever  adorn  herself  with 
feathers.  Yet  the  paleface  artists  and  illustrators,  as  well  as  the 
writers  of  fiction  and  otherwise,  commit  the  error  of  making  the  Indian 
woman  wear  feathers,  and  also  describe  the  manner  in  which  they  affect  to 
decorate  themselves  with  what  seems  to  be  their  only  means  of  beautifying 
their  persons,  for  which  they  have  been  laughed  at  by  their  red-skinned 
brothers.  Before  an  Indian  is  entitled  to  wear  eagle  feathers  he  must  have 
distinguished  himself  by  some  act  of  bravery.  And  every  feather  stands  for 
a separate  count. 

Lone  Star  tells  us  that  at  first  the  Indian  "made  symbolic  records  of 
his  thoughts."  Then,  in  course  of  time,  these  symbols  developed  into  a 
regular  system  of  decorative  designing.  And  he  reminds  us  that  we  have 
only  to  recall  the  garments  he  wore  and  the  utensils  he  employed  to 


satisfy  ourselves  that  this  is  so. 

Likewise,  the  early  primitive  fashion  is  the  one  best  suited  to  the 
Indian's  style  for  carrying  out  his  natural  conception  of  true  art,  an 
instance  of  this  being  shown  by  "the  parting  of  the  hair  in  the  middle, 
then  braiding  it  in  two  parts  and  bringing  them  forward  over  the  shoulders. 
."  No  other  way  of  arranging  the  hair,  this  artist  contends,  becomes  the 
Indian  woman  so  well.  Then  there  is  the  use  of  the  fringe,  which  lends 
artistic  grace  to  the  gestures.  Always  the  Indian  has  been  lavish  with 
this  kind  of  trimming  for  his  skin  garments. 

The  trouble  has  been  that  the  white  man  pictured  the  Indian  as  his 
imagination  saw  him,  and  not  as  the  Indian  actually  exists  in  his  free  and 
untrammeled  life.  Everything  there  is  done  for  a purpose,  and  each  tribe 
has  a style  peculiarly  its  own.  But  the  time  has  come,  so  our  two  real 
Indian  artists  believe,  when,  if  pictorial  records  of  the  Indian  are  to  be 
made,  they  should  be  done  correctly.  And  with  two  such  interpreters  of  the 
art  of  their  race,  this  ought  not  to  be  difficult  of  achievement. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

THE  RED  MAN 
February,  1913. 

Volume  V,  No.  6,  a monthly  publication  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  Industrial 
School  (1879-1918). 

"RE : Unsophisticated  and  Backward"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Sep  1999  05:03:33  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : they  said  she  was  unsophisticated  & backward 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Two  Gray  Hills  Girl 

When  I was  in  school,  the  girls  in  boarding  school  were  brought  from 
far  off  places  like  Two  Gray  Hills.  In  the  those  days  the  ones  who 
dressed  a little  odd  and  acted  more  "John",  a backward  unsophisticated 
Navajo,  were  called  Two  Gray  Hills  girls.  This  was  because  they  did  not 
have  good  clothes;  they  wore  floor  length  dresses  that  covered  the 
knees.  The  shirts  were  ill  fitting  and  often  times  not  so  new.  These 
girls  were  country  bumpkins,  shy  and  withdrawn,  used  to  family  life  and 
roaming  the  hills  and  places  of  home. 

They  were  part  of  a family,  one  who  could  be  talked  to  and  there  for 
the  old  folks.  These  were  the  daughters,  sisters,  aunts  and  children  of 
our  people,  just  plain  Navajo.  At  home  in  the  valleys,  mesas  and  places 
not  really  known  they  would  do  the  cooking,  caring  and  this  included 
going  to  the  store,  hauling  water,  chopping  wood,  grinding  corn,  and 
herding  sheep.  They  often  times  sat  up  with  sick  relatives,  checked  on 
the  old  couple,  got  up  early  to  build  the  fire  and  often  times  worried 
over  minor  things,  like  when  someone  did  not  come  home  from  town,  or 
from  the  mountain  or  herding  sheep.  These  were  ones  that  stood  by  the 
door,  and  watched  for  those  who  should  be  home  but  were  not.  These  were 
the  ones  who  cared  for  the  little  children,  the  pet  lambs,  and  quietly 
helped  with  the  cooking,  making  bread  and  putting  the  wood  in  the  stove 
for  the  next  morning. 

When  taken  to  boarding  school  they  were  quiet  and  sometimes  laughed  by 
the  other  kids  who  came  from  areas  closer  to  town.  I remember  one  such 
girl,  her  hair  was  long  and  black,  and  you  could  not  see  her  face, 
because  she  would  look  down  and  laugh  quietly.  I knew  there  was  a smile 
there,  it  was  loud  or  to  show  off,  but  a laugh  and  smile  to  one's  self. 

I could  not  see  her  face,  but  I knew  it  was  there.  When  strangers  came 
she  stood  off  to  the  side  and  quietly  watched  the  goings  on  that  took 
place.  When  the  old  couple  went  to  town  she  was  always  just  a little 
ways  from  Shimasani,  our  grandmother,  ready  to  give  a helping  hand,  to 
interpret  and  speak  for  them  in  town. 

At  school  she  talked  with  a lisp,  what  some  would  say  was  broken 
English  that  was  fractured  in  some  ways  but  moreso  because  she  spoke 
her  to  the  old  folks  all  the  time.  She  seemed  to  spend  more  time  with 


them  than  anyone  else. 

I remember  I was  about  ten  when  there  was  a squaw  dance  over  by  the 
Tauglechees,  and  Shimasane,  went  into  the  treasure  house  where  she 
stored  the  hard  goods,  jewelry,  silver  and  turquoise.  She  came  out  with 
an  old  flour  bag  that  had  many  knots.  She  untied  them  slowly  and  spoke 
about  the  time  when  she  went  to  Shiprock  to  the  Fair  there  long  ago  for 
the  Yei-Be-Che.  She  met  a young  man,  she  took  him  by  the  arm  and  would 
not  let  him  go.  He  was  born  way  up  North  somewhere  over  by  a place 
called  Slim  Water  Canyon.  She  made  him  dance  and  give  her  his  blanket. 
This  man  became  my  grandfather,  a Shi  Che.  I could  see  him  over  by  the 
corral  putting  the  sheep  in  to  the  East  of  us.  He  was  old  but  the  old 
lady's  eyes  danced  as  she  talked.  She  giggled  and  we  laughed  at  the 
thought . 

When  she  was  done  untying  the  knots  she  reached  in  and  took  out  a 
concho  belt.  The  conchos  were  big,  with  a large  stone  in  the  middle. 

She  took  this  belt  and  put  it  on  this  young  girl.  The  one  they  called 
Two  Gray  Hills  Girl  at  school,  mocking  her  for  her  backward  ways.  The 
belt  had  twelve  conchos  and  was  too  big,  so  they  took  off  a few  and  it 

fit.  When  she  turned  to  me  she  was  smiling  shyly  and  with  that 

Shimasani  told  her  the  belt  was  hers.  She  stood  there  a little  ways 
from  me  and  dressed  in  a floor  length  skirt,  she  was  wearing  blue  and  a 
blue  velveteen  shirt  with  silver  buttons.  Her  hair  was  wrapped  with 
white  yarn  and  with  that  it  did  not  hang  on  her  face.  Sho,  eeii  ni 
zhonee'.,  she  looked  really  good  my  Shimasani  said. 

She  stood  there  and  it  was  as  if  the  sagebrush  whispered  her  name  and 
the  wind  became  a little  softer.  I will  never  forget  how  she  stood 
there  ready  to  go  to  the  Shiprock  Fair,  this  girl  from  Two  Gray  Hills. 
She  moved  with  grace  and  beauty,  in  her  grandmothers  eyes  she  was  all 
there  was  meant  to  be  as  a Navajo  woman.  Yes,  I can  still  her  now,  that 
Two  Gray  Hills  Girl  and  there  are  many  like  her  getting  ready  for  the 

Shiprock  Fair,  they  are  quiet  and  seem  alone  but  they  are  the  pride  of 

our  womanhood,  they  walk  in  beauty  and  come  from  far  off  places.  Look 
for  them  in  Shiprock  they  will  be  there,  standing  quietly  in  the  back 
just  behind  the  family  where  they  have  always  been... 

John  Rustywire  http://www.geocities.com/rustywire/ 

"RE : Poem:  Beseechment"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Hawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Subj : Poems 

Beseechment 

High  above  the  valley  at  dusk 
he  sits  alone 

wrapped  in  the  blazing  colors 
of  his  faith 

sheltered  from  the  winds  on  high 
by  one  small  piece  of  cloth 
his  hands 

now  gnarled  and  thin  of  skin 
blue  in  the  night  sky 
hold  to  the  Prayer  Feather 
as  of  old 

for  centuries  untold 

while  sage  and  sweet  grass  waft 

a solitary  Eagle  joins  high  above 

a symbol  of  Creators  love 

in  true  beseechment 

faith  holds  strong 

as  one  more  Elder 

sings  his  song 

a prayer  for  all 


for  his  People 

not  for  himself 

but  for  relations 

there  at  camp 

beside  the  rivers  edge 

that  they  may  live  and  breath 

and  love 

this  land  they  call  their  home 
that  once  more  all  the  world 
be  green  and  fresh  and  new 
one  man's  dream 
one  Nations  prayer 
wrapped  in  a feather. 

Copyright  1998  Dreamwalker 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  03  Apr  2000  07:03:05  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea . org> 

Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  16-22 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

16 

The  luminescence  of  the  ocean  at  night  glows  like  Pele's 
fire  upon  the  sands. 

17 

The  land  is  perpetuated  in  life. 

18 

Whisper  to  the  wind  your  secret  longings. 

19 

The  blossoms  of  the  shower  tree  form  a golden  lace  upon  the 
green  grass. 

20 

Cherish  the  fragile  beauty  of  nature  --  it  is  ours  to 
borrow,  not  to  keep. 

21 

Sail  the  ocean  by  moonlight,  and  you  may  find  the  secret 
island  of  the  ancients. 

22 

To  know  true  power,  capture  the  wind  in  your  sails  and 
journey  to  the  place  which  no  one  has  ever  seen  before. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  9 April  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

Since  the  question  has  been  asked... 

3anet  and  I will  not  be  hosting  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  this  coming 
April,  nor  are  there  plans  to  host  another  event. 


Date:  Mon,  27  Mar  2000  15:19:46  -0700 
From:  wes  wildcat  <wildcat@scd.ucar.edu> 
Subj:  Native  American  Awareness  Week 


Sunday-Friday,  April  9-14,  2000,  at  the  University  of  Colorado,  Boulder 
campus . 

The  pow-wow  is  Sunday,  April  9th  at  the  UMC  Glen  Miller  Ballroom  from 
ll:00am-6:00pm. 

Hulleah  Tsinhnahjinnie,  photographer  and  artist,  will  speak  and  show  her 
work  Monday  evening,  April  10th  at  Humanities  150. 

Tuesday  April  11th,  will  be  a Native  Journalist  panel  at  Humanities  150, 
featuring  Betty  Reid,  Jody  Rave,  Sonya  Paul  Gavin  and  David  Cournoyer. 

Wednesday,  April  12th,  the  film,  "Naturally  Native,"  will  be  shown  as 
part  of  the  International  Film  Series,  with  two  showings  at  7:00pm  & 
9:30pm.  Admission  is  $4  for  the  public  and  $3  for  students  at 
Muenzinger  Auditorium. 

The  Silver  Feather  Tour  with  Joanne  and  Diane  Shenandoah  and  Mary 
Youngblood  will  be  Thursday,  April  13th  at  7:30pm  at  the  UMC  Glen  Miller 
Ballroom. 

Friday  evening  will  be  a CU  student  panel,  at  Hellems  141  at  7:00pm. 

All  events  except  for  the  movie  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  Call 
Oyate  Indigenous  Organization  at  303-492-8874  for  more  information. 

Their  email  address  is  oyate@ucsub.colorado.edu 


Date:  Fri,  03  Dec  1999  16:42:15  -0520 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Subj : submission  to  Wotanging-Ikche- -nanews 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Subj:  SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 

"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 

The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/Af rican  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  Jewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 


Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th) 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D. Benally@Dartmouth . edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Afro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta .T. Smith@Dartmouth . edu 


Date:  Mon,  24  lan  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Subj : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Mon,  3 Apr  2000  16:37:00  -0600 
From:  "Terry,  Lu"  <TerryLE@mso. umt .edu> 

Subj:  KYI-YO  Powwow 

The  University  of  Montana  - KYI-YO  POWWOW 

April  28,  29,  and  30,  2000 

Adams  Center  (the  renovated  Field  House) 
Missoula,  MT  59812 

for  more  info:  Deremy  McDonald  406-829-8785  or 
Kyi-Yo  Office:  406-243-2703 

Grand  Entry  Times: 

7 pm  - Friday,  April  28,  2000 
1 pm  & 7 pm  - Saturday,  April  29,  2000 


Noon  - Sunday,  April  30,  2000 


Master  of  Ceremonies:  Earl  Old  Person  & Kenny  Scabby  Robe 

Host  Drums:  Blacklodge,  White  Swan,  Washington 

Young  Grey  Horse,  Browning,  Montana 

Arena  Director:  Jonathan  Windy  Boy 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Jonathan  Gopher 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Kishey  Baker 

Admission:  $3.00  per  day,  elders  over  60:  $2  per  day 

Free  to  registered  dancers,  drummers  & children  4 years  and  under 

Dance  Registration:  $2  per  contestant 
+++++++++++++ 

1st  Annual  Kyi-Yo  Handgame  Tournament  starts  Saturday,  April  29  at  1 p.m 

Entry  Team  Fee:  $150,  five  people  per  team 

bring  your  own  chairs  - open  games  throughout  the  weekend 

for  more  info:  Derek  Knows  His  Gun  406-243-1669 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
HOST  GOURD  SOCIETY:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361, 

or  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:46  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : UP-COMING  POW  WOWS  MIDWEST 
Forwarded  from  KODA-WOLF@webtv.net 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

April  8th-- 

10th  Annual  Washington  University  St  Louis,  MO  Sponsored  by- 
Kathryn  Buder  center  for  American  Indian  studies  & George  Brown  school 
of  Social  Work. 

Traders,  food  booth,  raffle,  story  telling,  t-shirts.  HOST 
DRUM-  Tha-Tribe  (Lawrence,  KS)  head  singer-  Russell  M.  (Pahuska,OK)  MC- 
Rob  Daughtery  (Jay, OK)  AD-  Troy  Little  Ax,  Sr.  (Bartlesville,OK)  HEAD 
LADY  DANCER-  Claudia  LittleAxe,  HEADMAN  DANCER-  Redcloud  A (Tulsa, OK) 
head  Contest  Judge-  Cricket  Rice(St  Louis,  MO) 

Schedule- 

gourd  dancing  at  noon,  grand  entry  at  1pm,  dinner  break  at  5p,  grand 

entry  at  6pm NOTE-  to  recieve  prize  money-  dancers  must  be  in  FULL 

REGALIA  during  grand  entries,  for  info- 
(314)  935-4510 


May  5,6,7- 

The  Two  Great  Rivers  Pow  Wow,  Saline  County  Fiargrounds,  Harrisburg,  IL 
CONTEST  PRIZES,  for  info  contact  Don  White  (Seneca) 

(618)  273-8042 


May  12,13  & 14--- 
Vandalia  PowWow,  Vandaia,  IL 


May  27  & 28th 

Memorial  Day  PowWow  (competition)  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC  --  Contact-  Mary  Jumper  888-291-0632  or 
828-497-2952 
Mailing  address- 

Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians 
attn:  Mary  A.  Jumper,  dir. 
p.o.box  455, 


Cherokee,  NC  28719 


MAY  20TH 

20th  annual  Title  IX  Traditional  PowWow-  "Honoring  our 

Graduates  & Families"  Hoyt  Park  - 3802  Regent  St,  MADISON,  WISCONSIN... 

for  more  info-  (608)  261-4614  or  email  jtheobald@madison.kl2.wi.us 


MAY  27-28 

CARLISLE  INDIAN  SCHOOL  POW  WOW 

(email  me  for  more  info  on  this  one,  as  I have  long  info  on  this  one) 
N.  Scott  Momaday  is  guest  speaker  for  this  pow  wow  & also  contest 
dancing  (Carlisle,  PA) 


IUNE  16,17,18 
MATTOON,  IL 

7th  annual  Kaskaskia  River  Dancer  Pow  Wow  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL 
$11,500  contest  money,  for  trader  set  up  or  info  contact  Pat  Gaines 
1-800-500-4599 


I also  have  info  on  pow  wow  coming  up  in  Pablo, Montana  - May  20th & 

Haskell  Pow  Wow  will  be  may  12-14 also  one  may  5-7rth  at  New  Bern, 

NC 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:51:59  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Haskell  Powwow 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS  is  having  their  annual 
powwow  May  12  thru  May  14,  2000.  If  anyone  is  interested  please  call 
or  email  me  for  more  information.  (785)  749-8485 


Date:  Sun,  09  Ian  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj:  Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle. 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj:  Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 


FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home. com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http : / /www. thes pike. com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain.org> 

Subj : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 


phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.0.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sf su . edu> 

Subj : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Flollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey . cc . ca . us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Subj : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 

Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 

with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 

Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 


20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.Cj  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 


November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call  to 
confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

April 

11-15  28th  Annual  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian  Tahlequah,  OK.  Call  the 
Center  for  Tribal  Studies  at  NSU  for  more  information  at  1-918-456-5511. 
Seminars,  lectures,  pow-wow,  and  more! 

14  11th  Annual  AISA  Stompdance  at  OU,  Norman,  OK  at  the  Lloyd  Noble  Center. 
For  more  information,  call  (405)325-3163. 

14-15  23rd  Annual  Pow  Wow  Celebration  by  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  at  Albert 
V.  Sallas  County  Park,  New  Caney,  Texas.  Hours:  Friday  7:00  PM  Dancing 
Starts,  Saturday  2:00  PM  Gourd  Dancing,  5:00-7:00  PM  Dinner  Break,  and  at 
7:00  PM  Dancing  Resumes. 

For  more  information,  contact  Dale  Adams  § (713)  475-0221 
or  Grant  Gaumer  § (281)  448-8435. 

15  OU-AISA  86th  Annual  Adult  Contest  Pow-wow.  At  the  Lloyd  Nobe  Center  in 
Norman  OK.  For  more  information,  call  (405)  325-3163. 

15  86th  Annual  University  of  OK  Contest  Pow-wow  Norman,  OK.  Contact  Shannon 
Freeman  at  405-325-1468. 

15  7th  Annual  Choctaw  Inter-Tribal  Pow-wow  at  Bryan  County  Fairgrounds  in 
Haggard  Building  1901  S.  9th  Durant,  OK.  Free  Admission. 

For  more  information,  call  580-924-9411. 

15  Wedding  Day  Pow-wow  Celebrate  with  Billy  and  Erin.  Sponsored  by  the  Bemo 
and  Plumley  families.  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  Pow-wow  Grounds,  Stroud,  OK. 

2:00  pm  gourd,  5pm  supper,  8 intertribals . 

15  Retirement  Dance  for  Eli  Warrior  White  Eagle,  OK  Culture  Center.  Gourd 
Dance  2:00PM  Supper  at  5:30  PM.  Call  for  information  405-631-8214. 

19  Native  American  lob  Fair  VI,  Tulsa  Convention  Center.  Sponsored  by  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Times.  For  more  information,  call  1-918-438-6548. 

21-23  14th  Annual  Arizona  State  University  Spring  Competition  Pow-wow 
Tempe,  AZ.  Contact  Lee  Williams  at  580-965-5224. 

21-23  University  of  Tulsa  Spring  Pow-wow  Allen  Chapman  Activity  Center, 
Student  Union  Building,  University  of  Tulsa  Campus. 

John  McClelland,  at  1-918-343-3811. 

22  7th  Annual  Benefit  Pow-wow  for  Lawrence  Native  Youth  Scholarship  Fund 
at  Douglas  Co.  Fairgrounds,  4-H  Building  #21,  Lawrence,  KS. 

785-843-4053. 


22  Second  Annual  University  of  Texas  Contest  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  the 
Longhorn  American  Indian  Council.  University  of  Texas  Union  Grand 
Ballroom,  Austin,  Texas.  Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts,  full  pow-wow  program. 


Call  Amy  Lewis  at  512-232-2960  for  more  information. 

22  Annual  Benefit  Dance  Oklahoma  Indian  Theatre  And  Dance  Company  National 
Guard  Armory  4200  blk  of  N.  Mingo  Valley  Expressway,  Tulsa,  OK. 

Call  for  information:  918-241-6292. 

27- 29  Annual  Talihina  Indian  Festival,  Talihina  OK.  Call  1-918-567-25309. 

28- 29  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow-wow  Albuquerque,  NM.  For  more  information, 
call  505-836-2810. 

28-30  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Location:  National 
Guard  Armory  Guntersville,  Alabama.  Directions:  From  US  Hwy  431  in 
Guntersville  (at  the  Holiday  Inn)  take  AL  Hwy  79  South  .7/10ths  mile  to 
Cherokee  Elementary  School.  Turn  right  on  Willow  Beach  Rd.  Turn  Left  on 
Creek  Path  Rd.  to  Pow-wow.  Over  $7,000.00  in  Dance  Competition  Prize  Money! 
Admission:  Adults  $5.00,  Children  (under  12)  $3.00.  For  more  information, 
contact  Gina  Williamson  at  5005  Elizabeth  Street,  Guntersville, AL 
35976.  Phone  256-582-0114. 

29  Graduation  Honor  Pow-wow  for  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells,  at  Tahlequah 
Community  Building,  Tahlequah,  OK.  2 pm  Gourd  dancing,  430  supper,  730  grand 
entry.  All  drums,  dnacers  and  vendors  are  welcome.  Call  918-458-6384. 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  3o3o  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7016.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http : //www. wisdom keepers . org/etil/ . 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Subj:  POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

JULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 


MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 


HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Dacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  DUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo.com> 

Subj : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12:30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 


Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 
Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 
NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 


Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
uSj  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www.gatheringofnations.org 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 
From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 
Subj:  Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 


Si-yo: 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I ' ve  got  so  far . . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~Lower  South- 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist,  HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee. 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 

-Alabama- 

Apr.  2-30:  Birmingham  International  Festival  Salute  to  Native  Americans,  an 
exhibition  at  the  Birmingham  Civil  Rights  Institute,  520  16th  St., 

Birmingham.  Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  10am-5pm;  Sun.  l-5pm. 

Info:  Bessie  Alexander  (205)  328-9696. 

Apr.  11:  Native  American  Student  Art  Exhibit  Reception,  at  Birmingham  Museum 
of  Art,  2000  8th  Ave.  North,  Birmingham.  Reception  is  5:30pm-7:00pm. 

Exhibits  will  be  in  the  Museum's  Sonat  Gallery  from  April  10th  thru 
April  28th.  Info:  Iris  Gross  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  14-16:  Native  American  Street  Festival,  at  Linn  Park,  Birmingham.  This 
will  be  a cultural  haven  of  Native  American  traditions,  lifestyles  and  arts. 
Rita  Coolidge  will  be  the  headline  entertainer.  Times:  10am-7pm,  Fri.  & Sat. 
10am-6pm,  Sun.  Check  out  www.bifsalutes.org  for  attractions  & activities 
relating  to  this  event.  Vendors  may  contact  Becky  Hill  at 
bifbecky@bellsouth.net.  For  further  info,  contact  Becky  Hill  or 
Iris  Gross  at  (205)  252-7652. 

Apr.  21-23:  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow,  at  Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander 
City.  HD:  Bird  Chopper;  HM:  Chris  Red  Wolf  Perez  ; HL:  Mary  Morning  Dove 
Verrett;  AD:  Chuck  Morris;  MC:  Rick  Bird.  School  Day  is  9am-2pm  on  Friday, 
with  gates  open  til  4:00pm.  A limited  amount  of  primitive  camping  is 
available  on-site,  and  the  park  has  over  300  improved  campsites  available  at 
reasonable  rates.  Wind  Creek  State  Park  is  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Martin,  and  has  boat  launch  areas,  swimming  & picnic  areas,  fishing  piers  & 
a camp  store. 

For  more  information  & reservations,  call  1-800-ALAPARK.  Grand  Entries  for 
the  competition  pow  wow  are  11am  & 6pm  on  Saturday,  and  1pm  on  Sunday. 
Admission  charged.  Vendors  by  invitation  only. 

Info:  Sandy  Faulk  (334)  541-2505. 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County  Fairgrounds 
Anniston.  Student  Days:  Weds. -Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow  wow  times:  Fri., 
5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12  noon  Sunday. 

HD:  TBA;  HM:  Anthony  Waters;  HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native  American  Honor 
Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker.  This  is  a 
non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  drums  & 
dancers . 

Info:Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail:  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com. 

Apr.  28-30:  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
Guntersville  National  Guard  Armory,  on  Creek  Path  Road,  off  of  Hwy.  79, 


Guntensville . Schedule:  Fri.,  Childrens  Day  from  8am-3pm.  GO:  7:30am, 

GE:  9am  (demonstration  dancing),  GC:  10:30pm.  Concessions  open  7 : 30am-7: 00pm 
Bonfire  from  7pm-10pm.  Vendors  are  welcome  to  stay  open  during  bonfire;  Sat. 
GO:  8am,  registration  deadline  for  Princess  contest.  Dance  & Drum  competition 
is  10:30am.  Dance  & Princess  registration  fee  is  $3.00.  Over  $7,000.00  is 
available  for  Dance  prize  money.  Drum  competition  has  $1,000.00  in  prize 
money.  All  Native  American  Drums  are  welcome.  GE:  11am,  competition  from 
noon  til  8pm.  There  will  also  be  an  archery  competition  sponsored  by  Taylor 
Self  Bows.  Bonfire  7pm  til  10pm  - vendors  may  remain  open.  GC:  10:30pm;  Sun., 
GO:  10am,  GE:  12  noon,  competition  finals  from  1pm  til  5pm.  HD:  White  Horse 
Singers;  HM:  Running  Horse  Spirit  Smith;  HL:  Dorothy  Helton;  AD:  Gary 
Thunder  Eagle  Tousey;  MC:  TBA.  Grounds  security  & EMT  service  will  be 
provided . 

Admission:  $5.00  - adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12.  Concessions,  shower 
facilities,  handicap  facilities  available.  Free  primitive  camping  available 
for  dancers  & drums. 

Vendor  info:  Dames  Moon,  PO  Box  169,  Holly  Pond,  AL  35083 

(256)  796-8900;  Drum  & Dancers  contact:  Gina  Williamson,  5005  Elizabeth  St., 
Guntersville,  AL  35976  (256)  582-0114;  Schools  & youth  groups  contact:  Trish 
Pearce,  1226  Alabama  Hwy.  68,  Albertville,  AL  35951  (256)  878-0758. 

Apr.  29-30:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot,  at  Tannehill 
Ironworks  Historical  State  Park,  McCalla.  Archery  competition  using 
traditional  bows  & arrows.  Benefits  go  to  Children's  Hospital.  Sat., 

8am-5pm;  Sun.,  8am-2pm.  Info:  Helon  Riggins  (205)  477-5711. 

May  6-7:  Russell  Cave  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport.  Times:  Sat.,  10am-4pm;  Sun.,  9am-3pm.  No  admission 
charge.  Info:  David  Walker  (256)  495-2677. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in  Wetumpka  at 
7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon  their  removal 
to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing,  McFarland  Park  in 
Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in  Tuscumbia. 

Gourd  Dance  Saturday/Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911, 
or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around 
a native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged. 

Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe  (256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head.  Head  staff  & entertainment  TBA.  On-site 
camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission  charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail:  ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Note:  for  further  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau 
of  Tourism  & Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927,  or  call 
1-800 -ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  the  state's  pow  wows  & information  on 
Alabama's  seven  state-recognized  Indian  Tribes,  contact  the  Alabama  Indian 
Affairs  Commission,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104,  or 
call  (334)  242-2831. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion, 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 


Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4: 30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  lames  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Iordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7016,  or  e-mail:  3rouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  3ohn  Berry,  Martha  E Ture,  Kanentiio  via  Mike  Benwell, 
Yael  Grauer,  Windthruherhair  via  Danet  Smith,  Buffalo  Field  Campaign, 

Biah  Yazzie  Seminole,  Larry  Innes,  Wes  Wildcat,  3anet  Smith,  Barbara  Landis, 
3ohn  Rustywire,  Dreamwalker,  Debbie  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:47:15  2000 
Date:  Tue,  18  Apr  2000  18:58:54  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.017 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  & NatFilm 
mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt . native, soc .women 

http://www.trib.com/HOMENEWS/STATE/NavajoResolution . html 
http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news/ articles/0412AZ- -VOLUNTEE . html 
http: //www. Seattle- pi . com/local/salml01 . shtml 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/local/html98/maka_20000324. html 
http://indiancountry.com/ articles/lakota-2000-4-19-2 . shtml 
http://www.billingsgazette.com/region/20000413_r4trib.html 
http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news/ articles/0412canadal2. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"The  four  leggeds  came  before  the  two  leggeds.  They  are  our  older 
brother,  we  came  from  them.  Before  them,  we  were  the  root  people.  We 
came  from  them.  We  are  the  same  thing.  That  is  why  we  are  spiritually 
related  to  them.  We  call  them  in  our  language,  "Tatanka",  which  means 
"He  who  Owns  Us".  We  cannot  say  that  we  own  the  buffalo  because  he 
owns  us." 

Birgil  Kills  Straight,  Oglala  Lakota 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 


I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


Dourney 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


iance  was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Several  years  ago  Lakota  Uncle,  Frank  Hall,  gave  me  a story  to  carry. 

I am  going  to  share  it  with  you  now,  and  and  just  why  I am  doing  so  will 
follow. 


There  was  a band  of  hummingbirds  living  in  a beautiful,  lush  valley. 
Creator  had  given  them  a wonderful  place,  with  streams,  sunshine  and 
more  than  enough  nectar.  They  were  very  happy. 

Then  one  day  there  came  among  them  one  with  no  color.  He  was  very 
hungry  and  in  great  need  of  nourishment.  The  hummingbird  band  took 
pity  on  him,  fed  him  and  nursed  him  back  to  health.  Once  he  had 
recovered,  he  remained  in  the  valley,  but  this  was  not  a problem  since 
Creator  had  made  a place  with  so  much  abundance. 

The  one  with  no  color  took  more  and  more.  His  greed  was  great,  and 
what  he  did  not  take  he  destroyed. 

The  hummingbird  chief  went  to  him  and  said,  "Why  do  you  take  so  much 
and  destroy  so  much?  This  valley  has  great  abundance  and  more  than 
enough  for  all  if  each  only  takes  that  which  he  needs."  The  one  with  no 
color  said,  "I  am  bigger  than  you,  and  stronger  than  you.  I will  take 
what  I wish  and  you  can  do  nothing  about  it.  Be  gone  with  you!  You  are 
nothing  but  a nuisance  and  a pest." 

The  hummingbird  chief  called  a council  and  told  them  what  had  happened. 
After  much  discussion  they  decided  as  much  as  they  loved  their  valley,  it 
would  be  better  if  they  went  someplace  new  and  leave  their  valley  to  the 
one  with  no  color. 

And  so  they  did.  A new  place  was  found  that  provided  all  they  needed 
and  after  much  effort  they  had  constructed  new  nests;  and  going  about 
their  way  of  being.  Dust  as  things  were  coming  together,  and  all  seemed 
well  the  one  with  no  color  came  among  them  again.  Now  he  was  even  bigger, 
greedier  and  more  arrogant.  The  chief  went  to  him  and  said,  "Why  do  you 
follow  us  here?  There  was  more  than  enough  for  you  in  the  valley  we  gave 
to  you."  The  one  with  no  color  rose  up  in  anger  and  shouted,  "You  are 


nothing  to  me.  I am  bigger  than  you,  and  stronger  than  you.  I will  take 
what  I wish  and  you  can  do  nothing  about  it.  Be  gone  with  you!  You  are 
nothing  but  a nuisance  and  a pest." 

Again  a council  was  held.  Again  it  was  decided  they  would  move  on 
rather  than  expose  their  band  to  an  enemy  bigger  and  stronger.  Since 
they  were  weakened  from  their  last  move,  it  would  be  a great  hardship; 
but  it  was  decided  this  was  really  the  best  thing  to  do. 

And  so  they  did.  The  journey  was  very  hard,  and  many  were  lost. 

Finally,  however,  they  found  a place  they  believed  could  be  a good  home, 
but  even  before  they  could  settle  the  one  with  no  color  came  among  them. 

He  said,  be  gone  with  all  of  you.  I will  take  this  place  as  my  own.  The 
hummingbird  chief  went  to  him  and  said,  "My  band  has  suffered.  They  are 
weak.  They  need  to  rest  and  recover."  The  one  with  no  color  shouted,  "I 
tire  of  you.  You  mean  nothing  to  me.  You  are  nothing  but  a nuisance  and 
a pest!"  He  drew  back  his  hand  to  kill  the  little  hummingbird  chief,  but 
just  as  his  huge,  thunderous  fist  was  about  to  crash  down  on  the 
hummingbird  chief,  the  hummingbird  burst  into  thousands  of  mosquitos. 

They  hungrily  took  of  the  blood  of  the  one  with  no  color.  As  he 
flailed  about  him  a voice  came  from  the  swarm  saying,  "As  you  have 
taken  from  us  so  shall  we  take  from  you  one  drop  at  a time." 


This  past  weekend  we  drove  to  Memphis  to  support  Big  River  Tia  Piah 
Society  in  their  annual  gourd  dance.  It  was  a beautiful  weekend,  and 
the  event  was  held,  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  eight  years,  at  Meeman- 
Shelby  Forest  near  Millington. 

Elder  Dim  Reed  and  the  Big  River  Clan  could  not  have  made  the  three 
of  us  from  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society  and  our  two  advisors 
from  Arizona  Territorial  Gourd  Society  feel  more  welcome,  limmy  Reeder, 
R.  T.  Anquoe  and  Eddie  Gonzales  did  a wonderful  job  singing  the  songs. 
There  was  a good  strong  spirit  in  the  circle,  with  a lot  of  give-aways. 
All-in-all,  it  was  all  you  could  want  a good  gourd  dance  to  be. 

However,  near  the  end,  a park  ranger  came  and  told  us  we  would  have  to 
shut  it  down  - there  had  been  complaints.  It  was  explained  to  him  what 
the  drum  meant  to  us;  and  he  was  asked,  "If  it  had  been  a church  sing-in 
would  they  have  been  told  to  shut  things  down...  especially  since  it  was 
still  a few  hours  before  dark."  He  was  also  reminded  this  event  had  been 
going  on  there  for  eight  years,  on  land  that  was  once  Chickasaw." 

His  response  was  that  someone  in  the  campground  (1000  yards  away, 
through  trees)  had  been  traveling  all  day,  and  the  drum  was  "annoying". 
Someone  said  this  might  well  mean  they  would  have  to  move  on  to  another 
site  next  year.  My  wife,  who  is  Creek,  noted  the  thought  of  having  to 
move  on  was  more  than  a little  distasteful.  Several  others  echoed  her 
sentiments . 


It  was  an  elder  who  put  things  in  perspective,  though.  Seventy-six 
year  old  Sam  Blatchford,  a recipient  of  the  yellow  feather  said,  "You 
people  have  been  annoying  us  for  500  years,  and  you  haven't  gone  away! 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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- Dohn  V.  Goodluck  Sr  Passes  On 
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- Send  a letter  to  Ms.  Clinton 
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Whale  Bones 

- Tribal  Immunity  Upheld 


- Ancient  Preserve  gets 
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- Police  Dump  Man/ 
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- Peltier/United  Nations 
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- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Dohn  V.  Goodluck  Sr  Passes  On 


Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  08:29:28  -0500 
From:  "lohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  04-12-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Navajo  Codetalker,  lohn  V.  Goodluck  Sr,  Passes  On 
c.  The  Gallup  Independent 
April  4,  2000. 

LUKACHUKAI,  Ariz.  - Services  for  lohn  V.  Goodluck  Sr.,  76,  were  at  10  a.m 
today,  April  4,  at  the  St.  Isabelle  Church  in  Lukachukai,  Ariz.  Burial 
followed  at  the  Lukachukai  Community  Cemetery. 

Goodluck  died  April  1 in  Lukachukai.  He  was  born  March  15,  1924,  in 
Lukachukai  into  the  Water  Flows  Together  People  Clan  for  the  Blacksheep 
People  Clan. 

Goodluck  attended  St.  Michaels  Indian  School,  St.  Catherine  Indian  School 
Chilocco  Indian  School  and  Dine'  College.  He  was  employed  by  the  Chinle  IHS 
and  Lukachukai  Headstart.  He  was  a Navajo  Code  Talker,  farmer  and  rancher. 
He  was  a member  of  the  3rd  Marine  Division  in  Iwo  lima  and  Guam. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Rita  Leonard  Goodluck;  sons,  Herbert  Goodluck 
of  Window  Rock,  Paul  Goodluck  of  Chinle,  Ariz.,  and  lohn  Goodluck  Dr.  and 
Mike  Goodluck,  both  of  Lukachukai;  sisters,  Mary  Ann  Goodluck  and  Rosemarie 
Dones,  both  of  Chinle,  Ariz.,  Doann  Goodluck  of  Window  Rock,  and  Clara 
Goodluck  of  Lukachukai;  sisters,  Alyce  Nuendorf  of  Albuquerque  and  Agnes 
Goodluck  of  Tucson,  Ariz.;  17  grandchildren;  and  one  great-grandchild. 
Goodluck  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  parents,  Hosteen  and  Marie  Goodluck, 
and  a brother,  Clement  D.  Goodluck  Sr. 

Pallbearers  will  be  Dohn  Kinsel,  Willard  Oliver,  Derry  Begay,  Samuel  Tso, 
Samuel  Billison,  Wilford  Billy,  Navajo  Code  Talkers  Honor  Guards,  the 
Department  of  Navajo  Veterans  Affairs-Central  Navajo  Veterans 
Organization . 

The  family  will  receive  friends  and  family  after  the  burial  services  at  the 
Lukchukai  Chapter  House. 

Tse  Bonito  Mortuary  is  in  charge  of  arrangements . 

"RE : The  Silence  is  Deathening"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  18:41:22  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 

Subj:  The  silence  is  deathening... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Silence  Is  Deathening 

d ' laan 'te ' . . 

Long  time  no  see,  but  I been  busy..  Sorry,  no  time  to  come  in..  I know 
that  you're  in  the  midst  of  heavy  discussions  about  the  possibility  of  the 


FBI  having  enough  integrity  to  objectively  investigate  the  blood-quantum 
of  the  whales  in  Zimbabwe...  (they  don't,  imho)  so  I won't  interrupt  you 
for  long..  Besides,  I'm  wearing  a frown  & don't  want  to  be  a 
party-pooper . . 

lust  thought  I'd  leave  this  with  you  though  before  I take  off  again.. 
Something  to  chew  on  during  the  intermission  to  the  entertainment..  I'm 
trying  to  decide  whether  to  call  this  piece,  "Guess-Which-Country?"  or 
"Your  Silence  Is  Deathening" . . Let  me  know  what  you  think  next  time  I stop 
by. 

Masi:cho..  (&  as  we  say  in  De'ne'ndeh,  hasta  luego..) 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 


Columbia...  I got  word  about  3 mths  ago  that  guess-which-country ' s putting 
the  finishing  touches  on  building  a $3-billion  "secret"  base  (yup,  billion 
with  a B) . On  public  record  it's  "just"  $1 . 8-billion . The  rest  is  through 
other  guess-which-country ' s govt  funds  eg;  DEA's  "interdiction  at  source" 
program  & CIA's  "counter-insurgency"  & "anti-terrorist"  programs.,  etc.. 
Heck!  Even  the  Dept's  of  Agriculture  & Commerce  & Trade  (of 
guess-which-country)  have  kicked  into  the  kitty  to  create  this  killing 
machine..  And,  "Whoo-eee!  It's  a beautiful  piece  of  'guess-which-country' 
know-how  & machinery  lim-Bob!!" 

lesse  Helms'  all-powerful  Ways  &Means  Committee  approved  core  funding  of 
$1. 8-billion  2-3  weeks  ago.  This  newage,  high-tech  Khe  Sahn  is  up  and 
running  this  month,  at  a place  called  Tres  Esquinas  (3  passes/corners), 
ostensibly  to  crank  up  the  heat  in  the  "War  on  Drugs"  (which  always  makes 
the  butchery  alright  in  the  eyes  of  the  gullible  guess-which-country 
mainstream).  But  while  Khe  Sahn  should  have  taught  guess-which-country 
that  their  way  is  NOT  wanted  by  other  peoples  who  have  the  right  to  decide 
their  own  destinies,  it  did  teach  them  to  use  other  humans  than  their  own 
citizens  to  do  the  death-dealing  & face  the  consequences.  So  it'll  be 
manned  by  2 "elite"  battalions  (1  active  & 1 'reserve')  of  the  local 
corporate  killing  machine  instead.  The  majority  of  the  grunts  on  the 
ground  butchering  "the  enemy"  (ie,  the  local  peasants)  will  be  of  the 
Columbian  Armed  Forces  - trained  in  "counter-insurgency  techniques"  (ie, 
torture  & terror  tactics)  at  the  big  exporter  of  "American  democracy",  the 
School  of  the  Assassins  in  Fort  Benning  - plus  at  least  500  US  military  & 
civilian  "advisers". 

According  to  my  sources,  there's  more  electronic  surveillance  gear  than 
NASA  getting  set  up  there  (eg,  motion  sensors  air-dropped  in  grid  pattern 
covering  1000' s of  sq  miles,  on-board/on-patrol  real-time  laptop  satellite 
pics,  etc..  ).  The  first  of  50  armoured  gunboats  are  on  the  rivers  there 
already  & half  the  250  Huey  gunship  helicopters  have  arrived,  both  craft 
armed  with  the  infamous,  6,000  rounds-per-minute  Gatling  guns. 

Even  as  guess-which-country  lost  its  biggest  & most  strategically-placed 
military  base  (Panama)  on  01  January,  2000,  construction  of  the 
replacement  "presence"  was  well  underway.  Tres  Esquinas  is  very  close  to 
Ecuador's  border  so  guess-which-country  can  make  use  of  it  not  just  to 
terrorize/slaughter  them  commie-insurgent  Indians  in  Columbia  that  now 
control  more  than  half  that  country  (FARC),  but  also  those  uppity 
commie-insurgent  Indians  who  dared  take  over  a 

"guess-which-country-friendly  govt"  (ie,  guess-which-country-owned  govt) 
in  Ecuador  in  January. 

Ecuador,  January,  2000...  Indians  organize  & mobilize  & march,  in  the 
100 's  of  1000 's..  march  unarmed,  & take  over  the  country  for  a week.  All 
of  the  promises  made  were  broken  the  minute  they  went  back  to  their  homes 
& all  the  leaders  & organizers  arrested...  They  even  had  the  audacity  to 
do  it  as  legally-formed  union  members  taking  part  in  a 
democratically-called,  verifiable  & country-wide  General  Strike. 

The  strike,  however,  included  the  oil  workers  responsible  for  pumping  & 
refining  oil  owned  by  a half-dozen  corporations  in  guess-which-country. 

These  corporations  all  "contribute  heavily  to"  (ie,  "buy")  the  political 
parties  in  the  guess-which-country ' s "candidate  selection  campaigns"  (ie, 
"nationally-broadcast  prostitution")  & into  subsequent  "election 
campaigns"  (ie,  "buy-enough-airtime-to-buy-the-airheads ' -votes  funds"). 

Based  on  previous  observations  (including  some  first-hand  horror  & 


hatred,  I'll  admit)  of  previous  campaigns  in  "The  War  on  Drugs"  (eg,  el 
Salvador/my  corazon,  Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  Panama,  etc.)  I predict 
anywhere  from  5,000-250,000  dead  Indian  men,  women,  kids  & elders  within 
800-1000  miles  of  Tres  Esquinas  within  the  next  24-48  mths. 

The  "secret"  base  at  Tres  Esquinas  is  accessible  only  by  air,  so  no 
press  or  media  will  be  getting  in  the  way. . (not  that  the  press  in 
guess-which-country  gives  a damn  about  extermination  of  NDNs  anyway,  esp 
those  far  away,  & it  is,  after  all,  part  of  the  "War  on  Drugs",  & it's 
just  locals  killing  each  other,  etc.,  etc...)" 

Of  course,  after  years  of  blood  uselessly  shed,  after  it's  become  a topic 
for  the  pseudo-liberal  press  of  guess-which-country  with  tear-jerking  TV 
specials  like,  "How  the  War/Revolution/Uprising/Leftist-Insurgency/etc  Has 
Devastated  Columbia"  etc.,  then  some  "decisions  will  be  made!"  But,  as 
recent  history  has  shown,  the  doctrines  of  empire,  specifically  the 
ultra-arrogant  "Monroe  Doctrine"  that  has  killed  millions  of  innocents, 
are  a strongly  held  as  ever.  The  decisions  will  be  made  in 
guess-which-country,  about  what  is  good-for  & the-right-thing  for 
Columbia/ Peru/Guatemala /Nicaragua/etc . 

Should  you  tell  others  about  this  "secret"  base  of  terror  & holocaust? 

Yes,  by  all  means  tell  whoever  will  listen  about  Tres  Esquinas,  about 
the  coming  bloodbath  in  Columbia  & Ecuador  under  the  guise  of  "The  War  on 
Drugs"..,  although  experience  has  shown  the  world  that  guess-which-country 
listens  only  to  dollars,  not  to  the  world,  not  even  to  its  own  people, 

(who  are,  for  the  most  part,  kept  diverted  from  reality  with  ball  games  & 
something  called  a "Disney". 

Meanwhile,  in  Bolivia  during  the  past  3 days  close  to  1000  Indian  men, 
women  & children  have  been  killed  in  "clashes"  with  the  army  (mostly 
Aymaras  people  from  around  Batalas  & Achacuchi) . Due  process  of  law  has 
been  suspended  by  the  emergency  'State  of  Siege'  declaration  by  the  govt. 
All  leaders  of  Indigenous  communities,  organizations  & groups  have  been 
arrested  without  any  need  for  charges,  indefinitely  & incommunicado,  as 
have  all  labour  organizers/leaders,  all  Human  Rights  offices  have  been 
padlocked  by  the  govt,  the  press  is  muzzled,  etc.,  etc.  ..in  the  name  of 
democracy  & "maintaining  order  necessary  for  market  stability". 

And  what  does  the  Bolivian  govt  declare  to  the  world..?  That,  "..  the 
protests  are  being  instigated  & organized  by  the  drug  lords  of  the  cocaine 
cartels,"  of  course.  So  now  it's  just  part  of  The  War  on  Drugs,  so  it's 
"OK" . Nevermind  that  the  protests  were  due  to  the  govt  being  told  by  the 
World  bank  & IMF  that  all  of  the  fresh  water  in  the  country  must  become  a 
"commercial  trade  commodity"  & "privatized". 

The  corporations  that  are  awaiting  the  "approval"  of  the  Bolivian  govt 
to  take  over  all  of  that  country's  water  supply  are  based  in  the 
guess-which-country  & Italy.  The  approval  will  come  within  ten  (10)  days. 

So  then  the  Indian  farmer  who  brings  his  sheep  to  the  river,  or  who 
carries  barrels  from  the  streams  to  water  his  arid  field  of  potatoes,  & 
who  earns  an  avg  of  less  than  $220  (US)  per  year,  will  have  to  pay  these 
corporations  up  to  35cents  per  gallon.  Or  die.  They  can  die  on  their 
lands,  fighting  for  life,  or  as  refugee/maquilladeros  in  the  city  full  of 
crime  & smoke  &..,  death.  Thousands,  if  not  100' s of  thousands,  have  been 
sentenced  to  death. 

Look  in  the  mirror.  The  condemned  are  just  like  you.  And  they  will  die. 
Look  at  your  spouse,  look  at  your  children,  your  grandparents . . The 
spouses  & children  & grandparents  of  the  condemned  are  just  like  those  you 
see,  those  you  love.  Yet  they  will  die,  & die  horrible  deaths..  In  a 
so-called  "war"  that  costs  the  taxpayers  of  guess-which-country  at  least 
four  (4)  times  as  much  as  it  would  cost  to  fix  the  "drug  problem"  by 
providing  effective,  long-term  treatment  for  90%  of  the  addicted  market. 

But  for  the  dumbass  guess-which-country ' s politicians,  who  care  more  for 
the  corporate  donations  to  their  election  campaigns,  & for  all  those  who 
share  their  false  beliefs  & inhuman  values,  it's  much  easier  to  pretend 
that  the  "drug  lords"  are  causing  the  rivers  of  blood  to  flow.  They  never 
look  in  the  mirror,  just  into  their  wallets. 

So  I pray,  & I have  stepped  up  my  work  to  assist  the  survivors  & to 
avenge  the  victims,  because  that  is  my  nature.  But  most  of  all  I wait,  & 
the  world  waits,  & all  of  the  Indian  families  in  Central  & South  America 


all  wait...  We're  waiting  for  the  American  people,  those  who  say  that  they 
believe  that  guess-which-country  really  has  a,  "..  government  for  the 
people  & by  the  people..,"  to  stop  this  insanity,  this  idiotic  "War  on 
Drugs"  that  doesn't  touch  drugs,  just  crushes  human  lives..  So  who's  voice 
in  the  "land  of  liberty"  will  dare  be  raised  to  their  (bought-&-paid-for) 
"representatives"  & say,  "STOP!"...?? 

Listen,  people...  Do  you  hear  that?  ..  The  silence  is  deathening.. 

"As  you  sow  so  shall  you  reap,  America.." 
in  brotherhood..,  & waiting,  ever  hopefully., 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 
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Navajo  Council  wants  BIA  out  of  lease  process  ALQ  filed 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Ariz.  (AP)  - The  Navajo  Nation  Council  has  voted  61-2  to 
seek  removal  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  from  the  tribe's 
business-site  leasing  process. 

Delegates  who  approved  the  resolution  Thursday  said  it  would  remove  a 
layer  of  bureaucratic  red  tape  from  the  process  and  spur  economic 
development . 

Council  spokeswoman  Carolyn  Calvin  said  the  tribe  will  now  seek  a 
congressional  sponsor  for  a bill  petitioning  Congress  for  the  enabling 
legislation . 

The  resolution  would  amend  Title  25,  Section  415  of  the  United  States 
Code,  which  since  1955  has  authorized  the  lease  of  tribal  lands  for 
business  purposes  as  long  as  they  meet  regulations  and  terms  set  by  the  U. 
S.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  new  resolution  says:  "Any  commercial,  industrial  or  business  leases 
by  the  Navajo  Nation  . . . except  a lease  for  the  exploitation,  development, 
or  extraction  of  any  mineral  source,  shall  not  require  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  Interior  if  the  lease  is  executed  pursuant  to  tribal 
regulations  previously  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  Interior." 

The  council  action  came  two  weeks  before  President  Clinton's  scheduled 
visit  to  Shiprock,  N.M.,  as  part  of  a presidential  initiative  to  equalize 
the  benefits  of  technology  across  American  society,  bridging  the  "digital 
divide . " 

Economic  development  will  be  a key  component  of  Clinton's  talks  with 
Navajo  President  Kelsey  Begaye,  Calvin  said. 

The  resolution  is  opposed  by  Four  Corners  businessman  Virgil  Kirk  Hr., 
owner  of  the  Kirk  Center,  who  convened  a weekend  meeting  of  the  Four 
Corners  Business  Association. 

Kirk  said  the  Navajo  council  is  predominantly  Democratic. 

"I  feel  more  comfortable  dealing  with  a Republican  Congress.  ...  They're 
trying  to  hustle  it,"  Kirk  said  of  the  resolution  passed  Thursday. 

Kirk  wants  BIA  controls  left  in  place.  He  said  the  Four  Corners  Business 
Association  worries  that  without  the  BIA  as  part  of  the  system's  checks 
and  balances,  the  Navajo  Nation  will  severely  limit  terms  of  business 
site  leases,  which  average  about  25  years. 

Such  leases  could  drop  down  to  five  years  with  council  control,  he  said. 

The  resolution  was  passed  without  discussion  with  current  or  proposed 
business  site  lessees,  Kirk  said. 

"We're  moving  (the  discussion)  to  Congress,"  he  said. 

Tony  Skrelunas,  executive  director  of  the  Navajo  Division  of  Economic 
Development,  said  the  U.S.  Code  and  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  is 
outdated.  Skrelunas  said  other  tribes  have  been  granted  authority  to 
phase  the  BIA  out  of  the  business  site  lease  process. 

Kirk  said  his  business  site  leases  were  renewed  last  Dune  for  25  years. 


He  said  the  tribe's  own  approval  process  took  much  longer  than  the  BIA's. 
Tribal  approval  took  four  years,  BIA  approval  six  months,  he  said. 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

Email  addresses  — 

To  Post  message:  BIGMTLIST@onelist.com 
To  Subscribe:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@onelist.com 

To  Unsubscribe:  BIGMTLIST-unsubscribe@onelist.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l . htm 

"RE : Send  a letter  to  Ms.  Clinton"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  00:42:01  -0400 

From:  Thomas  Taaffe  <redorman@theoff icenet . com> 

Subj : Support  the  Dine'h!  Send  a letter  to  Ms.  Clinton 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

As  a part  of  our  continuing  e-mail  letter  campaign  to  prevent  the  relocation 
of  the  Dine'h  resisters  from  their  lands  on  Black  Mesa,  we  are  targeting  the 
First  Lady,  Hillary  Clinton.  We  are  asking  everyone  to  send  her  a letter  at 
the  e-mail  address  listed  below. 

You  may  either  chose  to  copy  and  send  the  letter  we  have  provided  below  or 
compose  one  of  your  own.  Please  "cc"  a copy  of  that  letter  to  us  at 
bambam@anthro.umass.edu  so  that  we  may  track  our  efforts.  Please  forward 
this  letter  to  your  friends,  family  and  any  listserves  that  may  be 
appropriate. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  like  not  to  receive  these  letters, 
please  e-mail  us  at  the  above  address.  Please  be  patient  as  we  are 
overwhelmed  by  the  response  you  have  shown  so  far. 

Once  again  thank  you  for  supporting  the  Dine'h  elders  of  Black  Mesa,  your 
efforts  can  make  a difference. 

Thomas  Taaffe 
Listserve  Manager 
Friends  of  Big  Mountain 
bambam@anthro .umass.edu 

Ms.  Cinton's  e-mail  address:  first.lady@whitehouse.gov 
Dear  Ms.  Clinton, 

I am  writing  to  request  that  you  voice  your  support  for  the  Dine'h 
(Navajo)  of  Black  Mesa. 

In  1996,  Senate  Bill  PL  104-301  authorized  the  forced  relocation  as  of 
February  1,  2000  of  Dine'h  families  who  refused  to  sign  "Accommodation 
Agreement"  leases  with  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  The  Dine'h  continue  to 
refuse  to  sign  the  leases;  the  lease  terms  limit  their  shepherding, 
interfere  with  their  land-based  worship,  and  do  not  permit  them  to  vote  or 
participate  in  the  government  which  rules  them.  Because  they  are  refusing  to 
submit  to  this  cultural  death,  they  risk  being  taken  from  their  homeland  in 
the  largest  forced  relocation  since  the  Japanese  internment  of  WWII. 

You  have,  throughout  the  years,  been  a powerful  voice  against  human 
rights  violations  committed  internationally.  Consider  these  atrocities 
occurring  here  in  Arizona: 

+ The  aforementioned  Senate  Bill  earmarked  $25  million  for  the  Hopi 
Tribal  council  if  they  could  obtain  the  signatures  of  85%  of  the  remaining 
112  Dine'h  families  on  the  AA  leases.  This  has  naturally  led  to  documented 
cases  of  violent  intimidation  directed  at  Dine'h  who  have  not  signed  (many 
of  whom  cannot  speak  or  read  english),  and  a history  of  forged  signatures. 

+ The  livestock  permitting  system  set  up  by  the  law  often  leaves  people 
without  protection  for  their  herds,  the  only  means  for  their  economic 
survival.  Many  families  have  had  their  livestock  confiscated  due  to  this. 

+ Because  of  the  "Bennet  Freeze  Act"  (PL  93-531)  the  resisting  families 


are  living  in  homes  that  are  literally  falling  apart!  This  law  forbids  them 
to  make  any  repairs  on  their  homes,  collect  firewood,  or  dig  new  wells. 
Peabody  Coal  Company  is  so  eager  to  get  at  the  huge  coal  deposits  beneath 
their  land,  that  there  have  been  families  who  went  away  for  a few  days,  only 
to  return  to  a home  that  had  been  bulldozed  by  the  Tribal  police! 

+ Lands  which  the  Dine'h  are  being  moved  to  are  poisoned  with  high 
levels  of  radiation,  a result  of  the  Church  Rock  uranium  disaster.  Those  who 
have  already  been  relocated  have  begun  to  show  high  rates  of  cancer  and 
birth  defects. 

It  is  a sad  and  terrible  truth  that  this  country  has  been  built  upon 
countless  acts  of  genocide.  Human  rights  violations  are  a continuing 
presence  in  the  lives  of  Native  Americans,  and  it  is  essential  that  someone 
with  your  political  experience  and  clout  speak  out  against  their  oppression. 

Please  help  us  break  through  the  curtain  of  silence  surrounding  the  plight 
of  the  Dine ' h . 

Sincerely, 
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Navajo  woman  honored  for  volunteer  work 
Associated  Press 
Apr.  12,  2000  07:25 

FARMINGTON,  N.M.  - A 76-year-old  Navajo  woman  has  been  honored  for  the 
thousands  of  hours  she  has  spent  as  a foster  grandparent. 

Mamie  C.  Yazzie,  who  made  it  only  part  way  through  grade  school,  was 
named  Volunteer  of  the  Year  on  Monday  by  the  San  Duan  College  Volunteer 
Center . 

She  has  volunteered  more  than  11,000  hours  in  the  last  decade  as  a 
Navajo  foster  grandparent  to  numerous  children  at  the  Learning  Circle  Day 
Care  Center  in  nearby  Kirtland. 

The  Shiprock  woman  travels  20  miles  every  morning  to  be  around  the 
children 

"I  like  playing  with  the  children,"  she  said.  "That's  why  I want  to  be 
here . " 

Yazzie  has  42  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren,  yet  she  feels  all 
of  the  children  at  Learning  Circle  are  her  grandchildren. 

As  a grandmother,  Yazzie  tells  stories  to  the  children.  Her  stories  are 
from  memory  because  she  never  learned  to  read. 

She  was  reared  by  her  grandmother  and  spent  her  time  raising  sheep  and 
helping  around  the  house.  At  16,  she  went  to  boarding  school,  entering  the 
first  grade.  She  left  the  following  year,  only  having  completed  the  second 
grade. 

It's  because  of  her  lack  of  a formal  education  that  she  said  she 
constantly  reminds  the  children  and  staff  at  the  Learning  Circle  of  how 
important  it  is  to  go  to  school. 

Yazzie,  one  of  23  people  nominated  for  the  award,  will  soon  begin 
reading  lessons  as  part  of  the  Project  Read  program. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Moderator's  Note: 

I believe  I posted  this  last  year  sometime,  but  it  has  been  sent  to 
me  again  from  two  different  sources.  Maybe  it's  time  to  post  it  again! 


Date:  Thu,  27  lan  2000  12:10:17  -0800 

From:  Native  Americas  Journal  <bfw2@cornell . edu> 

The  following  article  is  provided  from  Native  Americas'  special-issue 
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Flopi-Flaudenosaunee:  Sharing  Prophetic  Traditions 
By  John  Mohawk/Native  Americas  Journal 
c.  Copyright  2000 

Harry  Watt,  Longhouse  leader  from  the  Allegany  Indian  Reservation  in 
western  New  York,  told  a story  about  a visit  from  a carload  of  Hopi 
in  1948.  The  Hopi  said  they  had  prophecies  of  working  with  some 
Indian  people  in  the  East,  but  that  they  had  been  told  all  the 
Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi  had  been  killed.  Then,  during  World 
War  II,  some  of  their  young  men  encountered  Indians  from  New  York 
State. 

The  Hopi  produced  a piece  of  paper  with  a drawing  depicting  five  men 
holding  hands  and  said  these  were  the  people  they  were  looking  for. 

They  were  directed  to  Onondaga,  capital  of  the  Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy,  because  the  symbol  was  one  of  the  images  that  appears  on 
a wampum  belt  depicting  the  unity  of  the  five  founding  nations  of  the 
Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy. 

Today,  hanging  from  the  ceiling  of  the  Onondaga  longhouse  is  a small 
feather.  It  is  evidence,  to  those  who  know  the  story,  of  the  visits 
paid  by  the  Hopi  and  of  the  treaty  of  friendship  the  Hopi  and 
Haudenosaunee  entered  into  during  the  1970s.  The  Hopi  came  with  a 
request,  and  introduced  one  of  their  people,  Thomas  Banyacya,  as 
their  spokesman  to  the  outside  world.  They  were  on  a mission,  they 
explained,  to  warn  the  world  about  an  impending  danger  and  they 
wanted  assistance  because  their  prophecy  foretold  of  a house  of  mica 
on  the  East  coast  and  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
world  gathered  in  this  place.  The  Hopi  wanted  to  deliver  their 
message  to  this  house  and  the  Confederacy  agreed  to  help. 

Banyacya  was  a tireless  messenger.  He  traveled  all  over  the  world, 
addressing  large  groups  and  small,  always  with  the  same  message. 

He  carried  with  him  a fabric  banner  with  a facsimile  of  a pictograph 
he  said  was  on  an  ancient  rock  not  far  from  Oraybi,  Ariz.  Oraybi  is 
said  to  be  the  oldest  continuously  inhabited  town  in  the  lower  48 
states,  and  Hopi  mythology  and  prophecy  have  been  the  subject  of 
numerous  books,  articles  and  documentaries.  For  the  most  part,  people 
have  been  curious  and  respectful  of  the  Hopi  prophecies,  but  little 
serious  attention  was  paid  to  Banyacya  or  the  Hopi  message.  The 
general  public  tends  toward  things  deemed  entertaining  or 
inspirational,  and  the  Hopi  ancient  wisdom  was  lengthy,  complex  and 
out  of  step  with  the  industrial  world's  religion  of  progress. 

The  Oraybi  rock  pictograph  was  comprised  of  two  symbols,  which  appear 
on  ancient  Hopi  pottery-a  circle  representing  the  sun  and  a reversed 
swastika,  which  is  said  to  represent  the  winds.  Beneath  these  were 
drawings  of  two  parallel  lines  connected  at  right  angles  by  two 


shorten  lines.  The  bottom  line  was  straight  and  had  representations 
of  people  and  corn,  the  top  line  curved  downward  in  a zigzag  pattern 
and  appeared  to  go  nowhere. 

Banyacya  used  these  illustrations  to  tell  his  story.  This  was  an 
ancient  prophecy,  he  said,  and  the  two  lines  represent  the  way  of 
life  of  distinct  peoples.  On  the  bottom  line  is  the  way  of  life  of 
those  who  live  in  harmony  with  nature.  They  are  seen  as  living  a 
permanent  existence.  On  the  top  line  are  people  who  do  not  live  in 
harmony  with  nature-such  as  industrial  civilizations. 

In  ancient  times,  he  said,  there  existed  previous  worlds.  In  each  of 
these,  the  people  were  not  satisfied  with  their  lives.  They  wanted 
more  and  more  material  goods  and  they  came  up  with  all  kinds  of 
inventions  that  allowed  them  to  do  marvelous  things  like  fly.  But  in 
order  to  do  these  things  they  gave  up  their  relationship  with  nature 
and  the  sacred.  In  time  the  spirits  of  nature  were  revolted  by  this 
behavior  and  they  caused  a great  purification-fire,  floods-and  swept 
all  away.  Survivors  went  on  to  build  again  and  another  thing 
happened.  Greed  and  materialism  prevailed,  the  spirits  of  nature 
became  angry,  and  again  the  world  was  destroyed.  And  again  there  was 
purification.  Three  times  this  happened,  three  times  the  world  was 
destroyed,  and  today,  we  exist  in  this,  the  Fourth  World. 

The  pictograph  illustrates  peoples  on  two  roads  and  the  lines 
connecting  them  represent  two  times  the  Earth  would  shake  and  the 
second  time  the  two  symbols  would  appear  and  things  would  go  on  for 
another  generation  or  two.  (The  two  symbols  are  thought  to  represent 
the  rising  sun  of  Japan  and  the  Nazi  swastika,  and  the  second  event, 
of  course,  is  World  War  II.)  Then  the  upper  road,  the  path  with  the 
zigzag  lines,  would  no  longer  be  sustainable  and  those  people  are 
destined  to  suffer  greatly  and  their  way  of  life  will  end.  But  the 
people  on  the  bottom  line,  those,  who  maintain  the  way  of  life  in 
harmony  with  the  creation,  will  go  on  as  before  and  they  will  not 
feel  the  destruction. 

It  will  be  difficult  for  the  Hopi  voice  to  be  heard  in  1999  because 
there  are  a number  of  prophets  of  doom  competing  for  attention.  There 
have  been  stories  similar  to  this  in  other  cultures;  the  most  famous 
among  them  is  the  story  of  the  Floods  and  Noah's  Ark.  The  Flopi  have 
explained  that  they  have  been  trying  to  warn  the  world  since  the  end 
of  World  War  II.  The  sincerity  of  their  message  is  clear  to  anyone 
who  has  heard  their  story  and,  in  these  times,  reinforced  by  the  fact 
they  did  not  establish  an  800  number  or  tell  people  where  they  can 
send  money  to  avert  disaster.  The  most  cynical  among  us  cannot  point 
to  a profit  motive  but  might  think  this  is  simply  an  indigenous 
superstition  or  revitalization  movement;  that  the  events  described 
either  never  happened  or,  in  the  case  of  two  world  wars,  were  either 
invented  after  the  fact  or  were  simply  coincidences. 

What  if  the  Hopi  prophecy  is  none  of  these  things?  What  if  this  story 
is  what  remains,  in  the  form  it  had  to  take,  of  a philosophy  of 
history?  What  does  this  story  say  if  we  view  it  from  this  perspective? 

There  have  not  been  very  many  philosophies  of  history  even  in  Western 
culture.  One  of  the  most  famous  and  long-lived  appear  in  the  writings 
of  Augustine  of  Hippo  (a.k.a.  St.  Augustine)  who  taught  that  history 
was  the  unfolding  of  God's  plan  for  humankind  on  the  road  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  the  Second  Coming  and 
Judgment  Day.  This  was  a way  of  viewing  the  world  as  progressing  (and 
progressive)  toward  a day  when  all  the  believers  were  to  become 
immortal  and  the  world  would  be  perfected.  It  is,  upon  reflection, 
profoundly  anthropocentric  and  without  much  consciousness  about 
nature . 

Machiavelli,  the  author  of  The  Prince,  thought  that  politics  was  at 
the  center  of  the  historical  process  and  that  people  ambitious  for 
power  would  endlessly  compete  with  one  another  for  dominance. 

Immanuel  Kant  had  an  interesting  view  of  history  because  he  thought 
it  was  both  moral  and  progressive  and  that  it  moved  toward  the  idea 
of  humanity,  in  which  humankind  progresses  toward  freedom  from  the 
"shackles"  of  an  ultimately  mysterious  and  unknowable  nature.  But  he 


was  unable  to  reconcile  the  idea  of  progress  because  it  came  at  a 
cost.  The  happiness  of  one  generation  ultimately  comes  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  happiness  of  previous  generations,  and  this  price 
was  immoral. 

Francis  Fukuyama  thought  history  was  the  story  of  conflicts  among 
opposing  principles  and  that  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  its 
system  of  Communist  rule  signaled  the  end  of  these  conflicts  and  the 
triumph  of  capitalism  and  liberal  democracy.  Fie  designated  this 
moment  of  a perceived  absence  of  opposing  principles  "the  end  of 
history,"  an  idea  that  some  think  sounds  absurd  but  also  follows  the 
general  discourse  that  is  the  philosophy  of  history  in  the  West. 

The  Hopi  prophecy  truly  comes  from  a different  world  than  these 
thinkers.  The  popular  Western  versions  of  the  philosophy  of  history 
are  anthropocentric.  The  Hopi  may  find  human  beings  as  the  critical 
players,  but  humankind  is  far  from  the  only  player.  The  Indians  of 
the  Americas  represent  hundreds  of  different  cultures,  stretching 
from  the  mountains  and  forests  of  South  America  to  the  woodlands  of 
North  America,  and  a number  of  these  are  agricultural . Some  of  these 
peoples  developed  agriculture  in  the  most  difficult  environments, 
including  high  deserts,  mountains,  lowlands,  rainforests  and  so 
forth.  The  record  of  civilization  in  the  Americas  is  one  of  triumph 
of  human  ingenuity.  Some  of  the  irrigation  projects  abandoned  by 
Indians  hundreds  of  years  ago  in  places  like  Colombia  and  Bolivia  are 
today  being  revitalized  because,  essentially,  no  one  can  improve  upon 
the  original  designs. 

Ultimately,  the  most  important  thing  to  know  about  these  cultures  is 
that  they  were  extremely  successful.  American  Indian  farmers 
developed  an  extraordinarily  diverse  list  of  edible  crops,  ranging 
from  potatoes  and  tomatoes  to  grains  and  tubers  most  people  in  North 
America  know  nothing  about.  The  result  of  all  this  effort  was  unique. 
The  history  of  Western  civilization  is  littered  with  accounts  of 
famines  and  plagues  and  long  periods  of  time  when  food  supplies, 
while  not  at  famine  levels,  were  in  short  supply.  When  the  Spanish 
arrived  in  Mexico  they  found  a culture  in  which  people  had  enough 
food  to  eat. 

Despite  this,  the  archaeology  of  the  Americas  provides  plenty  of 
evidence  of  civilizations  that  rose,  flourished  and  then  disappeared 
or  at  least  dramatically  declined.  Such  cultures  can  be  found  on  the 
Pacific  coasts  in  South  America,  in  Mexico,  Central  America  and  in 
the  American  Southwest.  Some  of  these  cultures  declined  for  reasons 
unknown.  Some  may  have  declined  because  of  internecine  violence,  and 
some  appear  to  have  declined  because  of  climate  change.  The  Anasazi 
culture,  antecedent  to  the  modern  Pueblo,  including  the  Hopi,  may 
have  declined  because  of  climate  change.  According  to  the  Hopi  story, 
it  happened  more  than  once. 

Western  civilization  had  similar  experiences  in  the  ancient  world. 
Ancient  civilizations  destroyed  their  forests,  which  speeded  soil 
erosion,  and  they  suffered  from  salinized  and  exhausted  soils  and 
sometimes  became  unable  to  feed  their  populations.  Many  explanations 
have  been  put  forward  to  explain  the  fall  of  the  most  powerful  of  the 
civilizations  of  the  ancient  Mediterranean-Rome . Among  these  several 
are  interesting:  greed  (the  owners  of  the  great  estates  learned  to 
escape  taxes,  which  eroded  the  ability  of  Rome  to  defend  herself) 
declining  soils,  the  disappearance  of  firewood  and  an  economic  crisis 
initiated  by  a Roman  version  of  globalization,  which  worked  to  Rome's 
disadvantage . 

Western  versions  of  the  philosophy  of  history  usually  project  that 
things  are  moving  forward  to  some  kind  of  utopian  future  where  all 
the  experiments  have  been  tried  and  the  best  selected.  This  is  the 
point  Fukuyama  has  made  about  the  triumph  of  representative  liberal 
democracy.  The  Hopi  version  is  proposing  that  civilizations  are  not 
permanent  and  that  a primary  reason  for  their  decline  is  the  tendency 
of  people  to  prefer  a material  prosperity  of  the  present  over 
responsibility  to  "ecological  imperatives"  and  the  future.  The  people 
of  the  Hopi  First,  Second  and  Third  Worlds  did  not  heed  warnings 


about  the  consequences  of  their  excesses. 

The  parallel  is  compelling.  Contemporary  industrial  society  has 
produced  quantities  of  "greenhouse  gases"  and  the  subsequent  global 
warming  is  producing  weather  patterns  never  seen  before  in  some  parts 
of  the  world.  We  experience  more  intense  storms,  unprecedented 
hurricanes,  longer  droughts,  and  the  prospect  of  melting  ice  caps 
producing  rising  ocean  levels  that  are  already  threatening  some 
islands  with  destruction.  Scientists  can  be  offered  monetary  rewards 
to  discover  that  the  evidence  of  global  warming  is 

"controversial" -evidence  of  the  greed  mentioned  in  the  Hopi  story-and 
politicians  are  aware  that  the  steps  needed  to  reverse  the  trend  are 
going  to  be  unpopular  and  that  the  public  is  not  clamoring  for  such 
measures . 

Could  it  be  that  similar  kinds  of  things  happened  to  civilizations  of 
the  Southwest  long  ago?  When  the  first  frosts  came  in  Dune,  or  the 
drought  went  into  its  third  year,  did  people  go  about  business  as 
usual?  Did  a small  number  of  them  take  steps  to  prepare?  What  kinds 
of  steps  did  they  take?  What  do  the  Hopi  mean  when  they  urge  people 
to  become  more  in  tune  with  creation?  Most  curiously,  why  are  they 
trying  to  warn  a mostly  uncaring  world  about  impending  disaster? 

>From  everything  we  know  about  the  history  of  agriculture  in  the 
Southwest,  although  various  cultures  declined,  the  people  of  those 
cultures  persevered.  In  some  stories  they  are  said  to  have  retreated 
into  the  Earth  until  the  disaster  passed,  but  in  every  case  they 
re-emerged.  The  Indians  of  this  area  adapted  agriculture  to  the 
desert  and  developed  a culture  that  enabled  them  to  live  in  what  is, 
by  any  account,  a hostile  environment.  Modern  desert  cities  are 
colonial  outposts  that  depend  on  the  outside  world  for  many  of  the 
things  that  support  life.  Unless  there  are  dramatic  changes  in 
lifestyle,  modern  desert  cities  will  disappear  if  the  wider  system  of 
support  declines.  Civilization  is  always  in  danger  of  extinction, 
even  civilizations  that  have  lasted  thousands  of  years. 

This  seems  to  be  one  of  the  messages  of  the  Hopi  philosophy  of 
history.  Modern  civilization  is  no  exception.  The  idea  of 
purification  may  be  archaic,  but  it  has  its  appeal.  If  global  warming 
continues,  the  Arctic  and  Antarctic  ice  will  melt,  ocean  levels  will 
rise  and  the  waters  will  inundate  the  cities  that  dot  the  coasts  on 
every  continent  except  Antarctica.  That  sounds  like  purification. 

For  more  than  40  years,  Thomas  Banyacya  and  other  Hopi  elders  sought 
to  address  the  United  Nations  at  New  York  City  in  the  "House  of 
Mica."  For  about  20  years,  they  were  joined  by  delegations  from  the 
Six  Nations  Confederacy.  In  1992,  a decade  of  indigenous  peoples  was 
declared  and  on  a December  afternoon  Banyacya  was,  at  last,  invited 
to  address  the  United  Nations.  He  told  a version  of  the  story  that  is 
recounted  here.  As  he  spoke,  one  of  the  worst  storms  in  memory 
swirled  out  of  the  Atlantic  and  battered  New  York,  causing  flooding 
in  the  streets  and  high  winds  in  a demonstration  of  nature's  fury. 

The  storm  may  have  been  a coincidence.  Global  warming  may  be  a 
coincidence.  The  Hopi  philosophy  of  history,  as  presented  here, 
counters  the  Western  notion  that  changes  occur  over  time  in  desirable 
and  therefore  progressive  ways,  and  urges  that  nature  reacts  in 
unpredictable  ways  and  that  humans  have  a moral  obligation  to  pay 
attention.  The  patterns  of  the  Hopi  message  that  bring  us  to  this 
kind  of  conclusion  may  also  be  a coincidence.  But  then  again,  maybe 
not . 
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ooSky  Council  To  Convene  In  Mayoo 

Something  exciting  is  happening  today  - right  now  - to  me  and  to 
you,  even  though  we  may  not  know  it  or  understand  it.  This  change  is 
happening  within  us  and  around  us  and  in  one  way  or  another,  we  are  all 
feeling  it.  Perhaps  you  have  a sense  of  time  speeding  up  or  an  urgency 
that  you  can't  put  your  finger  on.  Maybe  that  still  small  voice  is 
calling  you  back  to  a different  understanding.  Do  you  find  yourself 
staring  up  at  the  Heavens  at  night  looking  for  something?  Don't  worry, 
you're  not  alone. 

To  the  Cherokee  and  many  other  groups  of  people,  the  Pleiades  or 
Seven  Dancers,  is  considered  "home"  as  that  is  where  our  Creation  myths 
tell  us  we  come  from.  And  it  is  this  constellation  that  we  pay 
particular  attention  to.  Astronomers  tell  us  that  in  May  there  will  be 
the  convening  of  a great  Sky  Council  which  is  being  held  directly  below 
the  7 Dancers.  Perhaps  you  noticed  the  crescent  moon  a few  nights  ago 
with  the  3 stars  sitting  close  together  near  it.  The  planets  Jupiter, 
Mars  and  Saturn  are  moving  into  their  tightest  alignment  in  179  years. 
This  is  very  significant.  The  Mayans  built  their  great  pyramid  Chichen 
Itza  to  trace  the  cycle  of  the  Pleiades  which  they  understood  to  be  the 
Stargate  into  the  Heavens.  They  knew  that  every  26,000  years  the 
Pleiades  joins  the  sun  at  its  Zenith  which  opens  the  stargate  portal.  We 
are  very  near  that  time  right  now. 

It  isn't  hard  to  see  the  shift  taking  place  both  in  the  Heavens  and 
in  ourselves.  Do  you  remember  the  Millennium  celebrations  from  around 
the  world  and  how  the  people  came  together  to  sing  and  pray  in  love  and 
peace?  That  was  a sign  of  a change  of  attitude  that  is  sweeping  the 
world.  Recently  the  Pope  asked  forgiveness  for  the  Church's  sins  which 
is  another  sign  of  a rise  in  consciousness.  Other  signs  are  making 
themselves  known.  On  April  6th  and  7th.,  this  planet  was  engulfed  by  a 
giant  interplanetary  geomagnetic  storm.  You  may  remember  the  strong 
winds  and  cold  temperatures  that  plummeted  us  at  that  time.  People  all 
around  the  world  and  as  far  south  as  Texas  in  this  country  saw  strange 
red  lights  in  the  sky.  Great  solar  flares  are  being  directed  toward 
earth.  And  there  are  many  other  signs  for  those  who  understand. 

For  thousands  of  years  it  was  prophesied  that  just  before  the  end 
of  this  age  a giant  rock  that  lives  in  Joshua  Tree  National  Forest  in 
California  would  split  in  two.  This  rock,  which  is  the  largest 
free-standing  boulder  in  the  world,  is  so  sacred  that  only  the  chief  of 


the  tribe  was  allowed  within  one  mile  of  it.  And  indeed  the  rock  did 
crack  into  two  pieces  which  to  our  people  represents  the  arms  of  the 
Mother  opening  wide  to  receive  her  children.  But  within  a few  days  of 
this  wondrous  event,  someone  had  painted  vulgar  words  on  it  and  had 
burned  large  objects  on  the  flat  face  of  the  rock.  Dust  as  with  the 
murder  of  the  4th  white  buffalo  in  South  Dakota,  there  are  those  forces 
so  afraid  of  what  the  new  world  will  bring  they  will  do  anything  to 
maintain  this  current  system  which  is  ruled  by  greed  and  fear. 

But  nothing  will  stop  the  Great  Shift.  The  sad  thing  is  that  not  all 
will  undergo  the  change.  The  Ancestors  are  calling  us  back  to  our 
traditional  understanding.  The  ways  have  been  preserved  by  the 
Indigenous  people  and  are  being  brought  back  at  this  time.  It  only  takes 
a small  percentage  of  people  to  being  forth  this  great  and  wonderful 
shift  of  consciousness  and  we  are  almost  there.  If  you  are  being  called 
to  a new  understanding,  don't  be  afraid.  There  are  those  who  will  help 
you  and  show  you  the  path.  For  like  the  lowly  caterpillar  who  emerges 
from  the  cocoon  with  beautiful  wings  and  bright  colors,  so  too,  will  we. 

"RE : A List  of  Humans"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Apr  2000  16:18:25  EDT 
From:  CmptrCmutr@aol.com 
Subj : Distribute  or  not. 

( Copy.  May  translate  to  other  languages.  Mail  overseas,  other  countries, 
mail  to  universities,  high  schools,  history  dept's,  foreign  students. 
Circulate  the  earth.) 

The  following  is  a partial  list  of  human  groups  that  laughed,  loved,  lived 
in  a land  for  which  they  had  great  respect.  Others  not  mentioned  here  were 
not  deemed  significant  enough  to  be  remembered  in  any  way  and  can  only  be 
listed  under  the  word  extinct.  Mass  graves  hidden  by  asphalt  and  concrete 
and  the  "Silent  Majority." 

CALIFORNIA: 

Achomawi,  Atsugewi,  Cahuilla,  Chemehuevi,  Chumashan,  Cocopas  (Copas), 
Diegueno,  Gabrieleno,  Hupa,  Kato,  Kern  River,  Laguna,  Luiseno,  Maidu 
Mechoopda,  Mattlole,  Miwok,  Porno,  Salinan,  Serrano,  Shasta,  Wailaki,  Wappo, 
Wintun,  Yani,  Yokuts,  Yuki. 

GREAT  BASIN: 

Gosiute  (Goshute),  Dicarilla,  Mono,  Pah  Ute  (Paiute),  Paviotso,  Ute,  Washo. 
HIGH  PLAINS: 

Arapaho,  Blackfeet,  Blood,  Coahuilteco,  Comanche,  Gros  Ventre,  Karankawa, 
Kiowa  (Apache),  Lipan  Apache,  Paducah  Apache,  Piegan,  Tonkawa  , Western  Cree. 

N.W.  COAST  & PLATEAU: 

Chemakum,  Cowlitz,  Nisqualli,  Siletz. 

NORTHEAST: 

Cayuga,  Delaware  (Lenape),  Eno,  Honiasont,  Huron  (Wyandot),  Iroquoians, 
Massachuset,  Mattaponi,  Mohawk,  Mohican  (Mohegan),  Monacan,  Moneton,  Montauk, 
Mosopelea,  Nanticoke,  Narragansett,  Nottoway,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Ottawa, 
Paleoindian,  Pamlico,  Pamunkey,  Passama-Quoddy,  Pennacook,  Penobscot,  Pequot, 
Pocomtuc,  Powhatan,  Saponi,  Seneca,  Susquehanna,  Tobacco  Nation,  Tuscarora, 
Tutelo,  Waccamaw,  Wampanoag. 

NORTHWEST  COAST: 

Alsea,  Bella  Bella,  Chehalis,  Chinook,  Comox,  Coos,  Cowichan,  Cowlitz, 
Kalapooia,  Karok,  Kwakiutl,  Kwalhioqua,  Lummi,  Makah,  Nootka,  Quileute, 
Quinaielt  (Quinault),  Salish,  Siuslaw,  Skagit,  Takelma,  Tilamook,  Tolowa, 
Tutuni,  Twana,  Umpqua,  Wasco,  Wiyut  (wiyot),  Yaquina,  Yurok. 

PLAINS: 

Lakota  Sioux,  Rosebud  Sioux,  Sicangu  Lakota  (Sioux). 


PLATEAU: 

Bannock,  Bella  Coola,  Cayuse,  Chilcotin,  Coeur,  D'Alene,  Flathead,  Kalispel, 
Kalamath,  Klikitat,  Kutenai  (Kootenai),  Lillooet,  Methow,  Modoc,  Molala,  Nez 
Pences,  Okinagan,  Pend  D'Oreilles,  Sarsi,  Shoshone,  Shuswap,  Spokan 
(Spokane),  Thompson,  Tunahe,  Umatilla,  Walla  Walla,  Yakima  (Yakama). 

SOUTHEAST: 

Ais,  Alibamu,  Apalachee,  Biloxi,  Calusa,  Catawba,  Cheraw,  Cherokee, 
Chickasaw,  Chitimacha,  Choctaw,  Cusabo,  Guale,  Hitchiti,  Houma,  Kaskinampo, 
Koasati,  Koroa,  Kusso-Natchez  (Edisto)  Lower  Creeks,  Quapaw,  Santee,  Taensa, 
Tekesta,  Timucua,  Tunica,  Upper  Creeks,  Waccamaw,  Wateree,  Yamasi,  Yazoo, 
Yuchi. 

SOUTHWEST: 

Coyotero  Apache,  Hopi,  Keres,  Maricopa,  Mescalero,  Apache,  Mimbreno  Apache, 
Mohave,  Navajo,  Opata,  Papago  (Tohono  O'odham),  Pima,  Tonoan,  Tarahumara, 
Walapai,  Yavapai  Apache,  Yuma,  Zuni. 

W.  & S.E.  FARMERS: 

Atakara . 

WESTERN  FARMERS: 

Arikara,  Caddo,  Cheyenne,  Crow,  Hidatsa,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kanza  (Kaw  Nation), 
Kichai,  Kickapoo,  Mandan,  Miami,  Missouri,  Omaha,  Osage,  Oto,  Ponca,  Shawnee, 
Sutaio,  Tawakoni,  Wichita. 

WOODLAND  HUNTERS: 

Abenaki,  Algonquin  (Algonkin),  Assiniboin,  Chippewa  (Ojibwe),  Eastern  Cree, 
Fox,  Malecite,  Menominee,  Micmac  (Mik'maq),  Montagnais,  Potawatomi,  Saginaw 
Chippewa,  Santee  Dakota  (Sioux),  Saux  (Sac,  Sauk),  Teton  Dakota  (Sioux) 
Winnebago,  Yankton  Dakota  (Sioux), 

MEXICAN  RANCHERS  & FARMERS: 

Included  many  Natives  named  above  and  some  not  mentioned  but  lost  forever 
by  the  genocide. 


Some  of  those  mentioned  can  only  be  remembered  by  name  of  tribe  only,  for 
there  are  no  descendants  to  continue  the  presence  of  the  people.  Many 
millions  more  were  displaced  and  classified  in  a common  category  of  other 
groups  such  as  Mexican  or  Spanish  labeled  by  gross  inconsiderate 
inaccuracy  when  herded  like  cattle  to  involuntary  destinations. 

Incomplete  as  the  list  maybe  and  because  of  the  inhumane  reasons  for  its 
incompleteness,  the  list  must  be  memorialized  on  the  east,  west,  north  and 
south  borders  of  the  land  for  which  millions  of  families  from  these  tribes 
died  for  no  other  reason  than  the  insatiable  greed  of  men.  Mere  men  with 
great  energy  and  effort  of  malice  and  forethought  willing  to  viciously 
take  a God  given  right  to  exist  from  these  native  people. 

This  list  must  be  sent  to  every  educational  institution  in  the  WORLD 
that  professes  to  teach  world  history.  Not  just  for  consideration  but  to 
immediately  correct  the  false  history  that  has  been  outrageously, 
shamefully,  and  extensively  promoted  by  history  tales,  writings,  books, 
movies.  This  list  must  accompany  a pleading  for  the  U.S.  Government  that 
was  responsible  for  the  holocaust,  genocide,  and  displacement  of  millions 
of  Natives  to  recognize  the  detestable  history  that  it  continues  to  hide 
and  suppress.  This  list  must  be  copied  and  sent  to  every  church,  college 
student,  human  rights  groups,  and  any  and  all  other  organizations  in  the 
world  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  greatest  holocaust  in  recorded  history 
of  mankind.  This  list  must  be  sent  to  governments  that  took  part  in  the 
mass  wholesale  slaughter  and  that  continues  to  assist  in  the  cover-up. 

This  list  and  the  stories  of  these  human  beings  must  be  memorialized 
throughout  the  land  and  etched  in  the  history  books.  The  good  people  of 
this  earth  must  be  called  upon,  with  constant  pressure  if  necessary,  to 
shame  those  that  continue  to  suppress,  oppress,  demoralize,  in  perverted 
verbal,  physical,  emotional  abuse  and  exclusion  from  gains  made  by 


mainstream  society  in  their  own  land.  This  list  shall  show  Authentic 
American  as  not  fair  skinned,  blonde  or  blue-eyed  from  across  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  This  list  must  be  made  so  common  place  that  all  children 
of  the  world  will  have  true  knowledge  as  to  differences  in  what 
constitutes  an  authentic  American  and  the  illusion  which  was  developed  to 
falsely  portrait  an  American. 

This  list  must  circulate  the  entire  earth  in  all  languages  for  a 
memorial  to  those  that  had  a right  to  be. 

Neither  life  nor  land  can  be  reclaimed,  but  exoneration  from  character 
slander,  cessation  of  government  taught  bigotry,  the  recognition  and 
freedom  to  share  in  prosperity  enjoyed  by  descendants  of  the  invaders  is 
a minuscule  humane  beginning. 

"RE : Persistent  Underfunding  of  Reservation  Roads"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  2000  08:35:30  -0500 
From:  "lohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Subj : Indian  News  04-13-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs . gov 

Lawmakers  Address  Persistent  Underfunding  of  Indian  Reservation  Roads 
Copyright  c.  Knight  Ridder 
April  11,  2000 

WASHINGTON--Take  a drive  through  any  state  or  county  in  America  and  there 
are  roads  which  need  repair,  but  on  American  Indian  reservations  properly 
maintained  roads  are  the  exception. 

Senators  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  and  Pete  Domenici,  R-Ariz., 
each  introduced  legislation  to  address  the  chronic  inequity  in  allocation 
of  funds  for  construction  and  maintenance  of  tribal  roads. 

The  Department  of  Transportation  reports  that  reservation  roads  make  up 
almost  3 percent  of  all  roads  on  the  federal-aid  highway  system,  yet, 
historically,  they  have  received  less  than  1 percent  of  the  aid  provided 
under  transportation  funding  initiatives. 

Nearly  three  years  ago,  during  transportation  legislation 
reauthorization  which  became  known  as  the  Transportation  Equity  Act  of  the 
21st  Century  or  TEA-21,  tribal  governments  pressed  Congress  to  increase 
funding  for  Indian  roads  and  bridges.  In  the  end,  however,  tribes  did  not 
receive  necessary  funds  to  address  poor  road  conditions. 

While  Indian  country  got  some  important  increases  under  the  law,  a new 
cut  was  imposed  on  the  Indian  Reservation  Roads  (IRR)  program.  For  the 
first  time,  TEA-21  extended  the  "obligation  limitation"  to  the  Indian 
roads  allocation.  It  resulted  in  a loss  of  about  $25  million  of  the  $225 
million  tribes  were  promised  for  FY98  and  about  $32  million  of  the  $275 
million  promised  in  FY99.  In  FY2000,  tribes  stand  to  lose  even  more. 

Under  the  TEA-21  obligation  limitation,  the  Federal  Flighway 
Administration  must  withhold  a certain  percentage  of  the  total  IRR 
obligation  at  the  beginning  of  each  fiscal  year.  It  is  to  be  redistributed 
near  the  end  of  that  fiscal  year  to  recipients  with  projects  immediately 
ready  for  funding. 

In  expanding  the  withholding  provision  to  the  Indian  roads  allocation, 
TEA-21  failed  to  expand  redistribution  authority  to  include  Indian  tribes. 
As  a result,  tribes  are  barred  from  sharing  in  the  year-end  redistribution 
and  money  authorized  and  appropriated  for  tribal  roads  is  diverted  to 
states . 

"More  is  lost  from  the  Indian  roads  program  than  the  state  receives  back 
in  redistributed  authorization,"  said  Connie  Niva,  chairman  of  the 
Transportation  Commission  for  the  state  of  Washington. 

In  the  past,  IRR  funds  were  exempt  from  the  obligation  limitation, 
making  100  percent  of  the  authorization  available  at  the  beginning  of  each 
year.  Tribal  leaders  and  some  in  Congress  believe  a legislative  change  is 
necessary  to  exempt  Indian  roads  program  funds  from  the  obligation 
limitation . 


"Clearly,  in  passing  TEA-21,  Congress  has  contradicted  its  proclaimed 
support  for  Indian  reservation  roads  through  the  application  of  the 
obligation  limitation,"  said  Sherwin  Racehorse,  Transportation  Planner  for 
the  Shoshone/Bannock  Tribes  of  Idaho. 

"Efficient  roads  are  vital  to  most  aspects  of  life  on  Indian  lands, 
including  economic  development,  attending  school,  and  obtaining  health 
care . " 

Last  year,  during  deliberations  over  the  FY2000  transportation  spending 
bill. 

Sen.  Domenici  was  a strong  advocate,  calling  for  the  full  $289.5  million 
for  the  Indian  Reservation  Roads  program,  despite  the  obligation 
limitations  imposed  under  TEA-21.  His  efforts  were  effective  but 
ultimately,  TEA-21  must  be  amended  to  ensure  that  the  Indian  roads  program 
is  fully  funded  every  year. 

While  both  bills  address  funding  inequities.  Sen.  Campbell's  bill,  S. 

2283,  includes  some  technical  corrections  to  TEA-21.  It  would  limit  BIA 
administrative  costs  and  contains  language  establishing  a tribal  self- 
governance  pilot  program  under  the  Department  of  Transportation  which 
would  be  administered  under  the  Indian  Self-Determination  and  Education 
Assistance  Act.  Currently,  both  senators  are  looking  to  gather  further 
support  in  the  hopes  that  either  bill  will  be  considered  before  the  end  of 
the  session. The  Domenici  bill  is  S.  2093. 

"RE : Phones  for  the  Rez's"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Apr  2000  19:44:07  -0400 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : phones  for  the  rez's 

Clinton  to  announce  plan  for  better  phone  service  for  American  Indians 
April  16,  2000 

PALO  ALTO,  California  (AP)  --  To  speed  computer  access  and  improve 
telecommunications  for  American  Indians,  President  Clinton  will  announce  a 
plan  Monday  to  provide  basic  telephone  service  for  $1  a month  on 
reservations,  the  White  House  said  Sunday. 

Federal  Communications  Commission  Chairman  William  Kennard,  scheduled  to 
join  the  president  to  make  the  announcement  in  Shiprock,  New  Mexico,  said  he 
expects  the  plan  to  benefit  300,000  Indian  households. 

"It  is  disgraceful  that  we  have  a telephone  system  that  is  the  envy  of 
the  world,  but  basic  telecommunications  services  are  not  widely  enjoyed  by 
our  land's  oldest  people,"  Kennard  said  in  a statement. 

To  pay  for  the  program,  Kennard  said  he  will  propose  adding  $17  million 
to  an  existing  program  that  underwrites  phone  service  costs  for  low-income 
people.  That  amounts  to  a 3.5  percent  increase  in  funding  for  the  program. 
Long-distance  phone  companies,  which  pay  varied  subsidies  to  states  to 
assist  low-income  people,  would  ultimately  pay  the  additional  costs. 

Poor  American  Indian  households  already  qualify  for  a discount,  but 
Clinton  administration  officials  said  the  cost  is  still  too  high  for  many. 
Nearly  one-third  of  all  Indians  live  in  poverty,  compared  with  13  percent  of 
the  U.S.  population. 

Meanwhile,  Microsoft  Corp.  announced  Sunday  it  is  donating  more  than 
$2.7  million  in  software  and  cash  to  help  bridge  the  "digital  divide"  and 
economic  disparity  between  Indian  tribes  and  wealthier  segments  of  society. 

The  company  said  the  gift,  all  but  $200,000  it  in  software,  will  be 
divided  among  eight  tribal  colleges,  including  Dine  College  in  Shiprock. 

Only  22  percent  of  Navajo  Reservation  households  have  a phone  according 
to  the  1990  census.  Nationwide,  the  figure  is  an  estimated  56  percent  for 
Indian  reservation  households  but  94  percent  for  the  population  as  a whole, 
c.  Associated  Press 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 

"RE;  Peoria  Say  NO  Thanks  to  Chief  Illiniwek"  


Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  16:56:48  -0500 
From:  David  Nunn  <d-nunn@uiuc . edu> 

Subj : Peoria  say  NO  thanks  to  Chief  Illiniwek! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  4/13/99 
For  more  Information  contact: 

Michael  Haney,  Executive  Director,  NCRSM:  (217)  355-6757 
Cyd  Crue,  Vice  President,  NCRSM-IL:  (217)  355-6757 

PEORIA  TRIBE  OF  OKLAHOMA  REQUEST  THAT  UIUC  CEASE  USE  OF  CHIEF  ILLINIWEK 
AS  MASCOT 

"Contrary  to  statements  and  press  releases  by  Rick  Winkel,  Students  for 
Chief  Illiniwek,  and  UIUC,  the  Peoria  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  has  joined  with 
other  Native  nations  and  organizations  in  demanding  that  UIUC  stop  using 
racial  stereotypes  of  American  Indian  people,"  said  Michael  S.  Haney, 
Executive  Director  of  the  National  Coalition  on  Racism  in  Sports  and  the 
Media . 

The  Peoria  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  passed  Resolution  R-04-04-00-C  "Request  to 
University  of  Illinois  to  Cease  Use  of  Chief  Illiniwek  as  Mascot"  on 
April  4,  2000.  The  Peoria  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  are  descendants  of  the 
Kaskaskia,  Peoria,  Piankeshaw  and  Wea  tribes,  a group  of  tribes  known  as 
Illiniwek,  or  Illini,  or  Illinois  nations.  Their  members  were  removed 
from  their  homelands  in  Illinois  and  forced  to  move  first  to  Missouri, 
then  Kansas  and  finally  into  the  northeastern  part  of  Indian  Territory, 
now  Oklahoma. 

The  newly  passed  resolution  states  that  "the  image  portrayed  by  Chief 
Illiniwek  does  not  accurately  represent  or  honor  the  heritage  of  the 
Peoria  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Oklahoma  and  is  a degrading  racial  stereotype 
that  reflects  negatively  on  all  American  Indian  people."  The  Resolution 
further  states  that  "the  Peoria  Tribe  of  Indians  does  not  endorse  or 
sanction  the  characterization  of  Chief  Illiniwek  as  mascot  for  the 
University  of  Illinois"  and  also,  "requests  the  leadership  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  to  recognize  the  demeaning  nature  of  the 
characterization  of  Chief  Illiniwek,  and  cease  the  use  of  this  mascot." 

In  an  interview  with  L.  Brian  Stauffer,  Freelance  writer  and 
Photographer,  Chief  Ron  Froman  said,  "I  don't  know  what  the  origination 
was,  or  what  the  reason  was  for  the  university  to  create  Chief 
Illiniwek.  I don't  think  it  was  to  honor  us,  because,  hell,  they  ran 
our  (butts)  out  of  Illinois. 

"RE:  It  is  That  Bad"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Apr  2000  22:08:30  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  <johnwms(3SERV.NET> 

Subj : It  is  that  bad ! 

Book  takes  a fish-eye  view  of  the  region's  ecology 
http: //www. Seattle -pi . com/ local/ salml01. shtml 

Monday,  April  10,  2000 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

VICTORIA,  B.C.  --  A salmon 's-eye  view  of  the  ecological  health  of 
a vast  area  that's  home  to  more  than  15  million  people  has  found 
salmon  are  in  trouble. 

But  the  report  by  a Seattle  environmentalist  concludes  salmon  can 
survive  rampant  urban  sprawl,  rising  greenhouse  gas  emissions  and 
over-harvesting  of  forests  if  current  damaging  trends  are 
reversed . 

Author  lohn  Ryan  follows  a newborn  Chinook  salmon  on  a lifelong 
journey  that  evolves  into  an  environmental  wakeup  call  for  the  entire 
region . 

"During  her  migration,  our  spring  Chinook  will  pass  through  a 
variety  of  habitats,  some  unspoiled,  some  transformed  beyond 
recognition,"  says  Ryan  in  his  book,  "State  of  the  Northwest." 


"And  in  the  demise  and  recovery  of  her  kind,  we  can  read  much 
about  the  health  of  the  place  --  and  the  prospects  of  its 
inhabitants,  ourselves  included,"  he  writes. 

Ryan's  imaginary  salmon,  Chinook  736,  is  hatched  from  a pea-sized 
egg  in  an  Idaho  mountain  stream  and  travels  various  waterways  through 
cities  and  farmlands  before  spending  three  years  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
off  British  Columbia,  Washington  and  Alaska. 

It  will  migrate  900  miles  on  its  return  trip  to  Idaho  where  it 
will  spawn  and  die. 

Ryan,  research  director  for  Northwest  Environment  Watch,  said 
salmon  are  a powerful  symbol  and  biological  indicator  for  the  Pacific 
Northwest . 

"If  the  salmon  are  doing  well,  we  have  a pretty  good  sense  that 
our  environment  is  doing  well,"  he  said 

"Over  much  of  the  region,  salmon  are  not  doing  well  at  all.  The 
farther  south  you  go  the  salmon  are  getting  into  serious  trouble." 

Twenty  salmon  stocks  throughout  the  Northwest  states  are  listed  as 
threatened  or  endangered  species. 

Ryan's  group,  which  has  offices  in  Seattle  and  Victoria,  is  a non- 
profit research  organization  that  monitors  progress  toward  sustain- 
ability in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

(c)  2000  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

(c)  2000  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Makah  Piece  Together  Whale  Bones"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Mar  2000  19:48:35  -0800 
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Classmates  piece  together  whale  bones  from  controversial  kill 

http : //www. seattletimes . com/ news/local/html98/maka_20000324. html 
Friday,  March  24,  2000,  09:58  p.m.  Pacific 
by  Florangela  Davila  <fdav-new@seatimes . com> 

Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

NEAH  BAY,  Clallam  County  - Amid  the  Pepsi  vending  machine,  fliers 
touting  an  upcoming  dance,  teens  dressed  in  Fubu  and  Old  Navy  and 
other  ordinary  features  of  high-school  life  is  a rather  extraordinary 
thing:  a 700-pound  skeleton  of  the  gray  whale  Makah  tribal  members 
killed  last  year. 

Flere  it  lies,  blanketing  the  floor  in  a large  shed  at  the  back  of 
Neah  Bay  High  School.  The  jaw  has  been  bolted  together.  The  vertebrae 
are  arranged  atop  a canoe  mold.  Some  ribs  - cleaned  first  by  the  sun, 
then  maggots,  then  students  with  scrub  brushes  dipped  in  borax  soap  - 
form  what  looks  like  a giant  comb. 

Carpentry  students  are  spending  one,  two,  sometimes  three  periods 
a day  assembling  this  mammoth  puzzle  with  260  or  more  pieces.  The 
30-foot-long  skeleton  being  reconstructed  will  eventually  hang  in 
the  tribe's  museum  here. 

The  3-year-old  immature  female,  shot  twice  and  harpooned  three 
times,  is  the  whale  the  world  will  long  remember,  the  whale  whose 
death  revived  a modern-day  Indian  tribe's  ancient  whaling  tradition 
and  ignited  global  outrage  by  animal-rights  activists.  It  was  the 
first  whale  hunted  by  the  Makahs  in  more  than  70  years. 

Nearly  a year  later,  visitors  to  this  soggy,  slightly  scruffy 
village  will  see  no  signs  or  commemorative  plaques  marking  the  hunt. 

But  among  the  more  popular  clothing  at  Neah  Bay  High  School  are 
red-hooded  sweat  shirts  and  black  T-shirts  that  read:  "May  17,  1999. 
6:54  a.m. " 

It  was  the  moment  history  was  made  for  the  Makah  tribe. 

Outside  the  shop  class  shed,  rubber-gloved  teams  of  two  scrub 
whale  bones.  The  sun  shines.  Music  plays.  The  scene  is  similar  to 
that  most  typical  student  event:  a school  car  wash. 


Every  student  in  the  class  can  recall  the  hunt.  Older  siblings 
rousting  younger  ones  from  sleep.  The  throw  of  the  harpoon  on  TV. 

All  the  yanking  and  tugging  to  pull  the  mammal,  estimated  to  weigh 
more  than  5 tons,  onto  rainy  Front  Beach.  Somersaulting  and  diving 
off  the  whale's  back.  The  salty  bites  of  blubber  handed  out  to  the 
crowd . 

"It  was  humongous,  man,"  says  Patrick  DePoe,  17,  who  helped  haul 
the  whale  in.  "I  just  wanted  to  be  part  of  it.  It  was  an  adrenaline 
rush . " 

"I  was  in  California,  and  I was  kind  of  sad  when  I missed  it," 
says  lackie  Svec,  also  17.  "All  my  friends  were  calling  me." 

In  the  months  before  the  hunt,  the  tribe  defended  its  1855  treaty 
with  the  U.S.  government  that  guaranteed  its  right  to  go  whaling,  and 
the  controversy  grew  ugly.  Makah  leaders  held  firm  to  their  notion 
that  the  hunt  would  revitalize  the  tribe,  spiritually  and  culturally. 

Makah  teenagers  now  working  on  the  whale  project  - some  who  signed 
up  specifically  because  of  the  bones,  others  who  needed  a class  - 
talk  about  a feeling  of  pride  tied  to  the  hunt. 

"It's  weird  to  be  working  on  something  that  used  to  be  living," 
says  Eddie  McCarty,  16.  "But  it  ain't  all  that  weird,  because  we're 
assembling  something  we're  proud  of. 

"It's  about  going  back  to  our  tradition,  learning  more  about  our 
culture.  I thought  it  was  real  cool." 

The  tribe,  through  its  agreement  with  the  federal  government,  has 
the  right  to  hunt  five  whales  per  year  through  2002.  Makah  leaders 
say  they  are  preparing  for  another  hunt  this  year,  though  no  definite 
plans  have  been  announced. 

Bill  Monette,  a non-Makah  who  is  married  to  a tribal  member, 
oversees  the  whale  project.  He  used  to  run  a construction  business 
full  time.  After  he  requested  space  at  the  school  to  store  racing 
canoes,  he  was  recruited  to  teach  shop.  He  is  now  also  the  senior- 
class  adviser. 

Monette,  who  talks  rapidly  in  a flat  Minnesota  accent,  guides 
students  in  building  cedar-strip  canoes.  Students  put  fiberglass  on  a 
boat.  They  renovate  a house. 

Monette  had  no  experience  assembling  a whale  skeleton.  The  key  to 
the  work,  he  explains,  is  to  approach  it  like  any  other  construction 
project . 

Last  May,  after  the  Makahs  butchered  the  whale  and  the  meat  was 
distributed  to  the  tribe,  Monette  used  his  construction  equipment  to 
help  haul  the  carcass  off  the  beach  and  into  a filet-plant  freezer. 
The  carcass  was  then  fenced  in  at  a 10-acre  site  in  the  woods  and 
left  to  decompose. 

In  a series  of  rank-smelling  field  trips,  Monette' s students 
collected  the  bones,  further  dissolving  the  remaining  meat,  or 
"snard"  as  it's  called,  in  vats  of  ammonia. 

Students  are  now  scrubbing  clean  and  tagging  each  bone. 

"One-inch  pipe  will  get  threaded  this  way,"  says  Monette,  showing 
how  the  skeleton  will  be  knitted  together.  At  the  base  of  the  skull, 
the  melon-sized  hole  where  the  .50-caliber  bullet  blasted  its  head  is 
visible.  In  one  vertebrae  is  an  impression  of  a harpoon. 

Chunks  of  plastic  foam  will  be  used  as  cartilage.  For  the  mouth, 
the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  will  provide  the  fringelike 
baleen  whales  use  to  filter  food. 

The  annual  Makah  Days  festival  used  to  be  the  biggest,  most- 
exciting  event  around  here,  students  say.  Then  the  hunt  happened  and 
the  village  came  alive. 

There  has  been  other  excitement  in  Neah  Bay  since  then.  When  the 
school's  football  team  in  December  slogged  its  way  to  the  state- 
championship  game  at  the  Tacoma  Dome,  the  town  went  wild. 

All  that  adrenaline,  remembers  Daniel  Greene,  a senior  and  the 
team's  quarterback,  "meant  a lot  to  me." 

But  even  that,  he  adds,  pales  in  comparison  to  hunting  a whale. 
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Tribal  immunity  upheld 
By  Dohn  Greiner 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
04/12/2000 

In  an  opinion  upholding  tribal  immunity,  the  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court  said 
Tuesday  that  Kiowa  tribal  funds  cannot  be  garnisheed  to  pay  off  a court 
judgment  against  the  tribe. 

The  case  involved  a series  of  garnishments  filed  against  tribal  funds  by 
Aircraft  Equipment  Co.,  which  had  won  a judgment  against  the  Kiowa  Tribe. 

In  1995,  a ruling  was  made  in  Oklahoma  County  District  Court  that  the 
garnishments  should  be  enforced  against  the  tribe,  the  opinion  said. 

The  tribe  claimed  sovereign  immunity  from  the  garnishments. 

The  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court  said  that  after  the  lawsuit  began,  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruled  that  an  Indian  tribe  cannot  be  sued  unless  Congress 
authorizes  it  or  the  tribe  waives  its  immunity,  neither  of  which  occurred 
in  this  case. 
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full  story  at  http://indiancountry.com/articles/lakota-2000-4-19-2.shtml 
Tribe  determined  to  build  elderly  village 
By  David  Rooks 
Today  staff 

EAGLE  BUTTE,  S.D.  - With  or  without  state  or  federal  assistance,  Cheyenne 
River  Sioux  Tribal  Chairman  Gregg  Bourland  said  his  tribe  plans  to  build 
and  totally  fund  a nursing  home  on  the  reservation. 

"We're  essentially  saying  to  hell  with  the  federal  government,"  Bourland 
said.  "If  the  federal  government  does  not  want  to  spend  any  of  their  money 
to  take  care  of  our  elderly  on  the  reservation,  the  way  it  should  be, 
then  we're  going  to  raise  our  own  money  and  take  care  of  it." 

The  chairman  said  there  is  an  issue  with  the  state  of  South  Dakota  as 
well.  "South  Dakota  has  a moratorium  on  nursing  home  licenses.  Without  a 
state  license,  unfortunately,  you  cannot  get  federal  funding  on  Medicare 
and  Medicaid  to  take  care  of  our  elders.  The  three-term  tribal  chairman 
said  this  is  a bureaucratic  logjam  the  state  intentionally  maintains. 

"RE;  San  Manuel  Band  Looks  Askance  at  LA  Water  Pipeline"  

Date:  Sun,  16  Apr  2000  08:48:12  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Subj : San  Manuel  Band  looks  askance  at  LA  water  pipeline 


Mailing  List: 


TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


Sunday,  April  16,  2000 

Tribe  is  still  wary  of  water  project 

A proposed  pipeline  has  not  convinced  the  San  Manuel  Indians  that  the  Inland 
Feeder  system  will  not  disrupt  its  own  supply. 

By  Imran  Ghori 

The  Press-Enterprise 

SAN  MANUEL  RESERVATION 

The  San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians  isn't  ready  to  sign  off  on  the 
latest  plan  for  the  Inland  Feeder  project  yet. 

A 4.5-mile  stretch  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  District's  massive 
water-delivery  project  has  been  on  hold  since  last  year  because  of  concerns 
that  it  could  affect  the  tribe's  water  supply. 

The  district  has  proposed  the  construction  of  a 4.5-mile  pipeline  that  it 
says  will  not  deplete  the  natural  springs  the  tribe  relies  on  for  part  of  its 
water  supply.  But  the  San  Manuel  tribe  isn't  yet  convinced. 

"We  don't  want  our  water  affected,"  Tribal  Chairman  Deron  Marquez  said.  "We 
don't  want  it  drained.  In  my  opinion,  you  really  can't  put  a dollar  amount  to 
that  water." 

Marquez,  who  has  talked  only  briefly  with  the  tribe's  environmental 
consultants  about  the  plan,  said  that  there  are  still  some  concerns  that 
their  water  supply  could  be  drained.  He  said  that  he  plans  to  meet  soon  with 
the  consultants  for  further  discussion  of  the  proposed  pipeline. 

The  Arrowhead  East  Tunnel  is  one  portion  of  a planned  44-mile-long  Inland 
Feeder  project  that  stretches  from  the  foothills  above  California  State 
University,  San  Bernardino  to  the  Colorado  River  Aqueduct  near  San  Dacinto. 
The  pipeline  will  allow  the  district  to  import  an  additional  650  million 
gallons  of  water  a day  from  Northern  California. 

The  San  Manuel  Indian  Reservation,  near  Highland,  is  about  one-quarter 
mile  south  of  the  underground-drilling  site.  The  tribe  recently  began  work 
on  a water-bottling  plant  on  the  reservation  that  will  make  use  of  its 
spring  water. 

Dan  Tempelis,  the  water  district's  project  manager  for  the  Arrowhead  East 
Tunnel,  said  the  latest  proposal  involves  the  use  of  a concrete-  and 
steel-reinforced  gasket  and  bolt  system.  He  said  it  would  reduce  water 
seepage  by  "several  orders  of  magnitude." 

On  Friday,  Tempelis  said  he  is  confident  that  the  new  proposal,  which 
could  increase  project  costs  by  $150  million  to  $190  million,  is  much  more 
watertight . 

As  it  tunnels  underground,  the  drilling  machine  deploys  bolted  and 
gasketed  segments  that  create  a pipe  that  seals  the  tunnel,  he  said. 

"As  you  move  the  tunnel  forward,  this  pipe  is  being  constructed  with  you," 
Tempelis  said.  "It  prevents  the  water  from  flowing  into  the  tunnel." 

Thirty  projects  around  the  world  have  made  use  of  the  system  proposed, 
including  one  in  San  Diego,  Tempelis  said. 

"It's  a very  proven  technology,"  he  said. 

The  U.S.  Forest  Service,  which  must  approve  the  plan  for  the  project  to 
go  forward,  is  expected  to  decide  whether  to  sign  off  on  the  Arrowhead  East 
Tunnel  by  May. 

Imran  Ghori  can  be  reached  at  ighori@pe.com  or  (909)  792-9484. 
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WALKING  THE  LAND  ~ FOR  OUR  ANCIENT  RIGHT 

>From  10th  Dune,  walking  to  Sydney  for  September  2000. 

This  historic  walk  is  a journey  for  peace,  freedom  and  healing  the  land 
and  its  peoples. 


We  walk  for  the  sovereign  rights  of  Aboriginal  peoples  to  our  lands  and 
our  culture. 

The  walk  will  begin  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Eyre,  in  northern  South 
Australia,  on  the  10th  of  Dune,  walking  to  the  Sydney  Olympic  Games, 
arriving  September  2000.  We  are  walking  in  honour  and  respect  for  our 
ancient  rights  and  law-ways,  for  freedom  and  our  obligation  as  carers  for 
our  country. 

As  we  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ancestors  and  the  tracks  of  the 
animals  and  the  flight  paths  of  the  birds,  we  will  travel  from  the  old 
lake,  crossing  the  desert,  sandhills,  plains,  ranges  and  crossing  the 
mountains  to  the  sea.  We  will  celebrate  and  affirm  our  obligation  as  the 
carers  for  country.  We  will  carry  the  peace  fire  to  heal  and  warm  the 
hearts  of  all  peoples. 

All  peoples  are  welcome  to  come  and  join  the  walk,  to  share  this 
experience.  Bring  your  message  to  the  world,  your  spiritual  symbols,  music, 
songs,  dances,  poetry,  swag,  transport,  food,  medicines,  and  love  for 
country. 

On  the  10th  of  Dune  we  will  travel  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Eyre,  walking 
to  Marree,  Copley,  Nepabunna,  Beverley  Uranium  Mine,  Lake  Frome,  Broken 
Hill,  Wilcannia,  Morree,  Dubbo  and  onto  Sydney.  At  each  community  we  will 
be  joined  by  the  traditional  carers  for  the  country  and  all  other  peoples 
are  welcome  to  join  the  walk  at  any  point  along  the  journey. 

This  walk  will  be  led  by  Arabunna  Elder  Kevin  Buzzacott. 

Contact : 

Kevin  Buzzacott 
PO  Box  28 
Marree 

South  Australia  5733 
Tel.  0417  838  906 


For  more  information  and  to  contact  Keepers  Of  LakeEyre,  in  South 
Australia : 

web:  www.come.to/lakeeyre 

Post/in  person:  C/-  120  Wakefield  St,  Adelaide  5000 

Tel.  (08)  8232  8595 

Fax.  (08)  8232  2490 

Email.  lakeeyre@microsuxx. com 
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FORT  PECK  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 
Tribe,  area  cops  form  agreement 
By  DIM  GRANSBERY 
Of  The  Gazette  Staff 

In  a historic  agreement  between  state,  local  and  Fort  Peck  tribal  law 
enforcement  agencies,  officers  from  each  agency  will  be  full  deputies 
within  each  other's  jurisdictions,  it  was  announced  Wednesday. 

"It  is  a first,  you  bet,"  said  Calvin  Red  Thunder,  director  of  the 
Tribal  Department  of  Public  Safety  in  Poplar.  "This  has  been  common 
practice  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  for  years." 

"The  point  of  this  is  to  protect  communities,"  said  Sarah  Bond, 
assistant  Montana  attorney  general.  "This  will  stretch  limited 
resources . " 

"This  agreement  allows  full  cross-deputization  - including  arrest 
authority  - between  tribal,  state  and  local  law  enforcement 
officers,"  said  Attorney  General  Doe  Mazurek  who,  as  head  of  the 
Department  of  Dustice,  oversees  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol.  "It  will 
vastly  improve  law  enforcement  coverage  in  this  large,  sparsely 


populated  area  of  Montana." 

Representatives  of  the  Fort  Peck  Tribes,  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  the  cities  of  Poplar  and  Wolf  Point,  the  Roosevelt  County 
Sheriffs  Office  and  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  will  sign  the 
agreement  at  a ceremony  at  Tribal  Headquarters  in  Poplar  on  April  26. 

end  of  excerpt — 
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Ancient  archaeological  preserve  gets  new  neighbor:  Wal-Mart 
More  development  near  monument  may  be  on  the  way 
c.  Associated  Press 
April  03,  2000 

COOLIDGE,  Ariz.  ? The  nation's  oldest  archaeological  preserve  and  one  of 
its  first  national  monuments,  the  Casa  Grande  Ruins,  is  about  to  get  a new 
neighbor  ? a Wal-Mart  superstore. 

The  Casa  Grande  Ruins  National  Monument  in  Coolidge,  Ariz.,  the  nation's 
oldest  archaeological  preserve,  is  about  to  get  a new  neighbor:  a Wal-Mart 
superstore. 

It's  an  unavoidable  sign  of  the  urban  sprawl  steadily  creeping  up  on  the 
site,  an  ancestral  settlement  of  the  prehistoric  Hohokam  Indians  located 
60  miles  south  of  Phoenix. 

"In  an  ideal  world,  it  would  be  nice  to  have  pristine  country  all  around 
the  national  monuments,"  said  Keith  Kintigh,  president  of  the  Society  for 
American  Archaeology  and  an  Arizona  State  University  archaeology  professor. 

But  Arizona,  where  sprawl  sometimes  seems  to  be  the  rule,  is  far  from 
that  ideal. 

Today,  only  an  irrigation  canal  separates  the  monument  from  homes  and  a 
trailer  park  to  the  south.  The  Wal-Mart  planned  across  the  street  is  north 
of  an  existing  Safeway  grocery  store. 

And  more  development  could  be  on  its  way. 

Farm  land  to  the  north  could  potentially  be  up  for  sale  while  federal 
officials  are  talking  about  locating  a temporary  holding  facility  for  up 
to  2,000  felons  to  the  west. 

Inevitably,  the  only  question  will  be  whether  the  monument  is  surrounded 
by  clean  industry  or  dirty  industry,  said  monument  Superintendent  Donald 
Spencer. 

"I  do  not  want  dirty  industry  on  either  side  of  the  ruins  around  me," 
Spencer  said.  "We've  had  some  council  people  that  would  sell  the  town  for 
an  oil  refinery  plant  that  would  employ  a lot  of  people." 

The  ruins,  which  have  been  protected  since  1889  and  became  a national 
monument  in  1918,  draw  170,000  visitors  a year. 

The  highlight  is  the  Casa  Grande,  or  Great  House  as  it  was  called  by 
early  Spanish  explorers.  The  60-foot-long,  four-story  structure  was  hand- 
built  before  1350  A.D.  by  the  Hohokam  of  a concrete-like  mud  called 
caliche. 

Even  though  he  worries  about  the  visual  impact  of  a Wal-Mart  in  the 
background  distracting  from  Casa  Grande's  historic  integrity,  Spencer  is 
actually  pleased  with  how  the  company  went  about  planning  its  107,000- 
square-foot  store,  which  may  open  this  fall. 

Wal-Mart  officials  responded  to  concerns  from  archaeologists  and  Indian 
tribes,  including  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community,  about  what  might  be 
buried  on  the  company's  land,  which  lies  in  the  middle  of  a 2-square-mile 
area  encompassing  the  ruins. 

Excavation  workers  use  a tractor  to  search  for  ancient  remains  on  the 
site  of  a proposed  Wal-Mart. 

The  company  ordered  archaeological  testing,  moved  the  remains  of  the 


only  human  found  to  an  Indian  site,  moved  its  building  site  to  pant  of  the 
property  not  considered  historically  sensitive  and  donated  13  acres 
thought  to  hold  buried  historical  remnants  to  the  nonprofit  Archaeology 
Conservancy. 

"They  have  gone  far  beyond  the  legal  requirements  and  what  we  can 
legally  expect  any  developer  to  do/'  said  Kintigh.  "I'm  quite  comfortable 
with  their  response." 

Wal-Mart  spokeswoman  Amy  Hill  said  the  company  tried  to  accommodate  both 
the  city  and  the  archaeological  community. 

There  are  still  critics,  though  they  largely  tend  to  be  focusing  on 
economic  concerns. 

A few  merchants  are  predicting  Wal-Mart  will  spell  disaster  for  some 
local  businesses. 

Derry  Wofford,  owner  of  Coolidge  Grain  and  Warehouse,  attributed  Wal- 
Mart  's  archaeological  decisions  to  a need  to  assuage  public  opinion. 

"I  probably  wouldn't  be  as  much  against  them  coming  in  if  they  weren't 
known  within  small  communities  to  run  little  businesses  out  of  business," 
he  said.  "But  then,  I hate  to  see  sprawl.  If  they  have  to  have  it,  move 
into  town  where  we  already  have  stuff,  buy  up  these  old  lots  and  build 
their  development." 

"RE : Police  Dump  Man/Named  in  Assault"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  23:55:28  -0700  (MST) 

From : chris@F lame strike .HACKS. Arizona . EDU 
Subj : Police  dump  man,  named  in  assault  (fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Apr.  12,  2000 

http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ news/a rt ic les/0412c anadal2. html 

Police  dump  man,  named  in  assault 
Associated  Press 
Apr.  12,  2000 

SASKATOON,  Saskatchewan  - Two  police  officers  accused  of  driving  an 
aboriginal  man  to  Saskatoon's  outskirts  and  dumping  him  coatless  into  the 
winter  night  have  been  charged  with  confinement  and  assault. 

Constables  Dan  Hatchen  and  Ken  Munson  of  Saskatoon  city  police  were 
charged  Tuesday,  said  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  Sgt.  Rick  Wychreschuk, 
spokesman  for  a task  force  that  investigated  the  complaint. 

Darrell  Night  alleged  that  police  drove  him  to  the  edge  of  town  in 
Danuary,  took  his  jacket  and  told  him  to  find  his  own  way  back.  Night  said 
he  managed  to  walk  to  a power  plant,  where  a worker  helped  him  call  a taxi. 

His  allegations  led  to  suspensions  for  the  two  officers  and 
investigations  into  the  deaths  of  five  other  aboriginal  men. 

After  the  allegations  were  made  public,  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan 
Indian  Nations  and  RCMP  were  flooded  with  calls  about  other  problems 
aboriginal  people  have  had  with  police. 

The  frozen  bodies  of  Rodney  Naistus,  25,  and  Lawrence  Wegner,  30,  were 
found  on  Dan.  29  and  Feb.  3 in  the  same  area. 

"We're  still  continuing  with  the  investigation  into  the  five  other 
deaths  of  men  in  the  Saskatoon  area,"  Sgt.  Wychreschuk  said. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE;  Peltier/United  Nations"  

Date:  13  Apr  2000  09:49:18  GMT 
From:  lpdcoffice@aol.com  (LPDCoffice) 

Subj:  Peltier  -United  Nations 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

UNITED  NATIONS  COMMISSION  ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
56th  session 

Item  11(a)  of  the  Agenda 

CIVIL  AND  POLITICAL  RIGHTS,  INCLUDING  THE  QUESTIONS  OF : TORTURE  AND  DETENTION 


Mr.  Chair 

My  name  is  Bobby  Castillo,  Co-Coordinator  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee  and  speaking  on  behalf  of  Consejo  Indio  de  Sud  America  (CISA). 

I want  to  bring  the  attention  to  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier,  a Lakota- 
Chippewa  and  life  long  defender  of  traditional,  cultural,  civil,  and  human 
rights  of  Native  Peoples.  He  is  currently  incarcerated  at  Rochester 
Minnesotta  in  the  United  States  for  a crime  he  did  not  commit.  He  has 
become  a notorious  symbol  of  injustice  toward  Indigenous  Peoples.  His 
personal  testimony  of  the  case  is  recorded  on  the  CommissionAOs  document 
(E/CN.4/1997/NGO/80) . 

Mr.  Leonard  Peltier  has  been  arbitrarily  held  in  U.S.  federal  prisons 
for  twenty-four  years.  The  initial  investigation,  the  illegal  extradition, 
the  unfair  trial,  the  appeals,  the  current  parole  process  and  the  current 
Executive  Clemency  campaign  have  all  shown  that  Mr.  Peltier  is  not,  and 
has  never  been  in  prison  to  pay  restitution  for  a crime.  Rather,  he  has 
been  held  in  prison  for  vindictive  and  political  reasons.  All  domestic 
remedies  to  bring  justice  to  Mr.  Peltier  have  been  obstructed. 

The  United  States  admits  to  being  directly  responsible  for  Mr.  PeltierAOs 
fraudulent  extradition  from  Canada  in  1976.  They  have  admitted  to 
preparing  and  submitting  falsified  affidavits  to  Canadian  officials,  with 
the  participation  of  the  Canadian  prosecutor,  according  to  FBI  documents. 
This  alone  violates  treaty  protocol,  extradition,  and  international  law. 

Mr.  Peltier  was  then  extradited  to  the  United  States  where  he  was  tried 
with  the  denial  of  due  process  guaranteed  under  the  US  Constitution  and 
International  Standards.  Since  1986,  the  US  government  has  consistently 
conceded  that  they  cannot  prove  who  is  guilty  of  the  crime  he  was 
convicted  of,  demonstrating  once  again  that  Mr.  Peltier  is  being 
arbitrarily  detained.  The  courts  have  utterly  failed  to  bring  him  justice. 

Mr.  Peltier  has  been  held  eight  years  in  excess  of  the  US  Parole 
Commission's  own  guidelines  for  release.  The  US  Parole  Commission  set  his 
next  parole  hearing  for  the  year  2008,  17  years  in  excess  of  the  Parole 
Commission's  release  guidelines  and  six  years  after  the  date  set  by 
Congress  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  Parole  Commission  itself.  The 
reasons  the  Parole  Commission  have  given  for  denying  him  parole  have  been 
arbitrary,  capricious,  discriminatory,  and  in  violation  of  his  civil  and 
human  rights.  Such  practice  can  be  considered  a clear  form  of  arbitrary 
detention  in  violation  of  the  International  Covenant  on  Civil  and 
Political  Rights. 

Peltier  was  recently  given  much  needed  surgery  on  his  jaw  which  may 
allow  him  to  eat  properly  but.  It  took  4 years  of  the  prison  authorities 
and  justice  departmentAOs  denial  that  he  could  receive  any  treatment  for 
his  jaw.  (*  Mr  Chairman  on  this  point  it  concerns  us  that  the  United 
States  Government  provided  misinformation  to  the  Special  Rapatore  on 
Torture.  *)  To  allow  him  to  remain  in  excruciating  pain  for  the  last  four 
years  can  also  be  considered  a form  of  torture. 

Additionally,  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  recently  stated  that  Mr. 
Peltier  is  suffering  from  "diabetes,  a cardiac  condition,  and 
hyperlipedemia" . He  has  suffered  from  a stroke  in  the  past,  making  these 
conditions  very  serious.  Leonard  Peltier  has  also  lost  80%  of  the  vision 
in  his  left  eye  as  a result  of  the  prison  authorities'^  failure  to  provide 
prompt  and  necessary  medical  treatment. 

Torture  and  Cruel,  Inhuman  or  Degrading  Treatment  or  Punishment  are 
outlawed  by  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights,  the  International 
Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  (ICCPR),  and  the  Convention  against 
Torture  and  Other  Cruel,  Inhuman  or  Degrading  Treatment  or  Punishment. 

Every  State  is  bound  by  the  prohibition  against  torture  as  a matter  of  jus 
cogens.  Nevertheless,  torture  of  persons  in  detention  persists,  most  often 
for  persons  arbitrarily  detained  for  political  reasons. 

Other  than  Mr.  Peltier,  thousands  of  prisoners  in  the  United  States  do 
not  receive  adequate  care  for  serious  physical  or  mental  health  problems, 
according  to  several  Human  Rights  NGOsAA  reports.  Many  of  these  practices 
violate  US  Laws  as  well  as  International  Human  Rights  standards,  but  the 
mechanisms  available  to  prevent  abuses  and  provide  redress  are  inadequate. 
International  standards  state  that  places  of  detention  shall  be  visited 


regularly  by  competent  authority  distinct  from  the  authorities  directly  in 
charge  of  the  administration  of  the  place  of  detention  or  imprisonment. 
Unfortunately,  the  situation  in  the  United  States  falls  far  short  of  this 
standard . 

On  December  10th,  1998,  President  Clinton  signed  a executive  order  for 
the  implementation  of  International  Human  Rights  treaties  signed  by  the 
United  States  and  about  their  obligations  pursuant  to  the  International 
Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights,  the  Convention  against  Torture  and 
Other  Cruel,  Inhuman  or  Degrading  Treatment  or  Punishment  and  the 
Convention  on  the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Racial  Discrimination. 

In  light  of  this  executive  order  and  considering  the  situation  of  Mr. 
Peltier,  our  organization  Consejo  Indio  de  Sud  America  (CISA)  calls  upon 
the  Commission  to  appoint  the  Special  Rapporteur  on  Torture  and  the 
Working  Group  on  Arbitrary  Detention  to  carry  out  a visit  to  the  United 
States  to  study  the  US  administration  of  justice  based  on  racial 
discriminations  and  to  investigate  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier,  a 
recognized  Indigenous  Human  Rights  Defender,  as  well  as  the  cases  of  other 
political  prisoners  and  the  condition  of  detention  of  the  2 million 
prisoners  in  the  United  States,  especially  at  the  Marion  Control  Unit, 
Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary,  SCI  Greene,  Pelican  Bay  State  Prison, 
Florence  Institution,  among  others  and  to  make  a report  to  the  next 
Commission  session. 

Mr.  Chair,  I thank  you  for  your  attention 
(*  *)  added  statement  during  speech 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  10  April  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Date:  Tue,  11  Apr  2000  16:26:53  -0600 
From:  "Mary  Ivanoff"  <MIVANO@state .wy . us> 

Subj : information  request 

I am  the  Executive  Assistant  at  the  Wyoming  Honor  Farm,  which  is  a minimum 
security  prison  in  the  state  of  Wyoming,  ran  by  the  Department  of 
Corrections,  for  incarcerated  male  inmates.  We  are  looking  to  expand  our 
literature,  materials,  and  information  on  Native  Americans.  Also,  our 
Native  American  group  is  looking  for  some  fund  raising  they  can  do  for 
non-profit  organizations  as  part  of  their  rehabilitation.  Any  materials 
you  can  send  us  either  on  books,  music,  videos,  pertaining  to  the  Native 
American  Culture  which  can  be  purchased  or  donated  for  our  library  and 
Native  American  programs  needing  funds  in  the  form  of  donations  would  be 
greatly  appreciated.  I thank  you  in  advance  for  your  time  and  attention. 
Wyoming  Honor  Farm 
40  Honor  Farm  Road 
Riverton,  WY  82501 
Phone:  307-856-9578 
Fax:  307-856-2505 
email:  mivano@state.wy.us.com 


Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  2000  12:42:57  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 


Subj : Peltier  transfer  update 


Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

We  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  Leonard  Peltier  is  now  back  in 
Leavenworth  Penitentiary.  We  spoke  with  him  briefly  this  morning  and  he 
is  doing  fine.  As  usual,  he  sends  his  love  and  thanks  for  your  concern. 
In  Solidarity, 

LPDC 

PS  Free  Peltier  merchandise  is  now  featured  on  our  web  site, 
www. f reepeltier . org 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltier .org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Apr  2000  00:07:28  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj:  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - March  30,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
-FROM  THE- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


VOL.  XV.  FRIDAY,  March  30,  1900  NUMBER  22 


THE  CACTUS. 

Alone  in  bristling  armor 


A giant  cactus  stood. 

Whose  prickly  thorns  repelled  us 
Whose  heart  was  made  of  wood. 

When  lo!  from  out  its  depths 
Came  forth  a birdie's  song 
Ah!  many  hearts  there  are  like  this 
Amid  life's  passing  throng. 

Within  whose  rough  exterior 
The  dearest  song  is  found. 

And  oft  the  sweetest  music 
In  homeliest  bindings  bound. 

-Native  American. 

[photo  Hon.  William  A.  Dones,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs] 


OUR  BAND  ON  THE  ROAD. 


One  who  is  travelling  with  the  band  has  promised  to  keep  the  readers 
of  the  HELPER  informed  of  some  of  their  doings  on  the  road. 

Fifty-three  members  of  the  Band  with  Dr.  Montezuma,  of  Chicago,  as 
care-taker  and  health-keeper  of  the  crowd,  and  Mrs.  Cook  at  chaperon  for 
Zitkala  Sa,  and  I.  Quincy  Eaton  as  treasurer,  left  last  Friday  morning, 
giving  their  first  concert  in  Philadelphia.  One  whose  nom-de-plume  will 
be  known  as  Xena,  writes  thus: 

DEAR  MAN-ON-THE-BAND-STAND: 

Now  that  we  are  so  far  away  that  even  your  eagle  eye  can  not  rest  on 
the  Band-standers  we  begin  to  realize  our  distance  and  hasten  to  send 
you  our  loyal  greetings,  for  no  matter  how  far  we  may  go  or  what 
fortunes  are  ours  we  started  from  THE  Band  Stand! 

Less  than  a week  has  passed  since  we  last  saw  you,  but  already  we  feel 
at  home  on  "the  road"  and  only  wish  you  might  sometime  join  us,  if  only 
to  see  how  we  take  the  fun  that  comes  to  us  and  how  bravely  we  meet  any 
adverse  conditions. 

Philadelphia  showed  us  its  "brotherly  love"  in  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
audience. 

Our  arrival  in  Trenton  was  a bit  disturbed  by  the  mistaken  notions  of 
our  advanced  guard  in  conjunction  with  our  would-be  "mine-host."  Cots 
galore  were  found  sardined  into  9x10  rooms,  and  when  one  of  them  boasted 
a sheet  it  proved  a strip  of  unbleached  muslin  without  the  grace  of  a 
hem. 

Our  capable  manager  soon  set  matters  straight,  gave  the  command 
"Right-about  face!"  and  found  comfortable  quarters  elsewhere.  We  think 
he  was  most  strongly  moved  thereto  by  Dickie  who  sat  on  his  cot  in  a 
hallway  and  declaimed  "Behold  Me!  I have  no  room  today!" 

A good  audience  greeted  our  matinee,  and  tickets  are  selling  well  for 
Tuesday  night. 

The  evening  proved  the  old  saying  false,  for  our  prophtets  found  honor 
in  their  own  country,  and  all  Bucks  County  turned  out  for  the  Bristol 
concert  to  show  their  regard  for  the  boys  from  Carlisle. 

They  entered  into  the  concert,  heart  and 
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some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Spring  MUST  be  here,  for  the  marble  boys  are  down  and  at  it  again. 

Etta  Catolst,  '99,  who  went  to  her  home  in  North  Carolina  a few  weeks 
since,  writes  that  she  had  a pleasant  trip  and  arrived  safely. 

An  easy  way  to  make  a dollar  is  to  send  us  TEN  subscriptions  for  the 
Red  Man.  For  every  club  of  ten,  the  getter  up  of  the  club  may  keep  ONE 
DOLLAR. 

Judge  Ashman  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  took  the  Band  Boys  to  call  upon 
the  Mayor  of  Philadelphia,  last  Friday.  He  made  a speech  in  presenting 
them  and  the  Mayor  responded  in  what  the  Telegraph  says  "one  of  his 
felicitous  addresses." 

Frank  Vasseur,  a graduate  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Indian  School, 
Michigan,  and  recently  attending  the  Michigan  State  Normal,  arrived 
Wednesday.  Frank  was  an  officer  of  the  Indian  schoola  and  a member  of 
the  Band,  and  brings  with  him  a reputation  for  integrity  and  good  work. 

Miss  Miller's  topic  at  the  monthly  meeeting  of  King's  Daughters 
Circles,  held  last  Sunday  evening  in  the  Girls'  Quarters  was  "the  Glory 
of  Obedience."  She  brought  out  the  thought  that  even  the  most  unruly  is 
continually  obedient  and  those  who  boast  most  of  independence  of  action 
althought  they  may  disobey  the  right,  in  so  doing  obey  Evil. 

Mr.  Daganett  has  an  excellent  letter  from  Arthur  Bonnicastle.  He  says 
he  likes  soldier  life  so  far,  but  speaks  of  a good  many  in  camp  who  are 
indolent  and  doless.  There  is  much  profanity  but  he  hopes  to  escape 
that  as  well  as  other  evils  he  sees.  He  likes  the  officers  over  him, 
and  the  Carlisle  boys  are  well  liked. 

Mrs.  Craft  has  returend  to  Jersey  City. 

Antonio  Martinez  writes  from  New  Mexico  that  he  is  sorry  that  he  left 
Carlisle  so  soon. 

Dr.  Alice  Seabrook  has  just  returned  to  Philadelphia  from  a little 
trip  to  Jamaica,  West  Indies. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barclay  are  in  town  packing  their  goods  preparatory  to 
going  to  Washington  to  live. 

Some  books  will  go  astray,  but  the  wonder  is  where  so  many  books  are 
handled  that  there  are  so  few  missing. 

Miss  Forster  and  some  one  in  Mrs.  Cook's  place  will  attend  the 
Invincibles  tonight:  Misses  Cutter  and  Hill  the  Standards;  Misses 
Cochran  and  C.  Smith  the  Susans. 

As  the  time  for  the  quarterly  report  comes  around  we  always  feel  great 
admiration  for  the  rank  and  file  of  the  students  who  have  not  lost,  torn 
nor  defaced  their  books. 

The  apprentice  who  is  found  with  coat  on  Ready  to  run  as  soon  as  the 
bell  rings  is  getting  into  business  habits  that  will  be  to  his  injury 
when  he  gets  out  into  active  business  life. 

Two  of  our  soldier  boys  - Hugh  Leider  and  Arthur  Bonnicastle  have 
recently  been  made  corporals.  They  are  still  stationed  in  New  York 
Harbor  awaiting  orders,  expecting  to  start  for  the  Philippines  almost 
any  day. 

We  are  pleased  to  hear  that  Miss  Fannie  Harris,  who  went  to  her  home 
in  Oklahoma  immediately  after  graduating  this  year,  has  received  an 
appointment  as  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Cantonment  Indian  School, 

Oklahoma . 

Some  of  the  boys  in  the  higher  grades  are  going  with  the  first  party 
to  country  homes.  They  realize  that  to  take  Carlisle's  complete  course 
they  must  pass  through  some  of  the  splendid  man-making  experiences  of 
hard  work  on  a farm. 

"The  Western  Trail"  a new  monthly  Magazine  published  in  Seattle, 


Washington,  comes  to  us  this  month.  Mr.  Frank  S.  Shively,  graduate  of 
Carlisle  school,  is  editor  of  the  Department  of  Sports.  His  maiden 
effort  in  the  editorial  line  is  very  creditable. 

A telegram  came  on  Wednesday  morning  conveying  the  sad  news  of  the 
death  of  Dr.  Helen  Lord,  in  Phila.  She  had  typhoid  fever  accompanied 
with  heart  trouble.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr.  Lord,  before 
attending  medical  college,  was  connected  with  our  school  a few  years 
ago,  as  special  instructress  in  dress  making,  and  there  are  a number  at 
the  school  now  who  knew  her  then.  Dr.  Lord  was  loved  by  all  who  knew 
her,  and  her  loss  is  mourned  by  menay  friends. 
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House  cleaning! 

Colds  are  the  fashion. 

Storm-doors  are  all  down. 

A little  snow  still  in  sight. 

Trunks  are  packing  for  the  country. 

Printer  Frank  Dude  is  on  the  sick  list. 

Return  all  stray  books  to  proper  authorities. 

Baseball  practice  now  at  four  o'clock,  is  the  order. 

The  entire  hospital  corps  is  suffering  with  a grip  cold. 

Printer  William  Paul  has  begun  to  take  piano  lessons. 

The  baseball  team  plays  Pennsylvania  University  April  7th. 

A dead  issue  - the  broken-down  Keep  off-the  grass  sign. 

Miss  Newcomer  spent  Sunday  with  friends  in  Shippensburg. 

More  cold  weather  in  March  than  in  any  one  month  this  winter. 

Work  upon  the  athletic  field  making  over  the  tracks,  etc.,  is 
progressing. 

Are  there  stray  books  in  your  rooms?  Then  report  them  at  once! 

Professor  Bakeless  spent  Sunday  with  his  father  at  Shamokin  Dam. 

117  boys  will  go  to  country  home  before  next  HELPER.  105  go  tomorrow. 

A careful  thoughtful  girl  or  boy,  becomes  the  careful  trusty  man  or 
woman . 

May  Dackson  writes  from  Michigan  that  she  has  completely  recovered  her 
health . 

The  various  grades  have  begun  the  work  of  the  new  school  year  with 
much  promise. 

The  Duniors  are  doing  good  work  in  illustarting  "The  Legend  of  Sleepy 
Hollow. " 

Nothing  shows  the  real  true  material  in  a boy  or  girl  so  well  as  the 
care  taken  of  books. 

Dr.  Eastman  went  to  Arizona  on  Monday  with  Vanessa  Lewis,  Pima,  who  is 
seriously  ill. 

George  Peake,  Von  Washburn  and  George  Ferris  have  joined  the  printing 
office  force  this  week. 

Little  things  in  the  aggregate  make  character,  and  character  is  the 
man  or  woman,  after  all. 

Frank  Campeau  quits  Carlisle  to  work  for  Mr.  Snyder  at  Lewistown,  and 
the  latter  secures  a good  tailor. 

The  last  snow  man  of  the  season  stands  before  the  teachers'  quarters. 
He  is  aobut  one  foot  high,  and  wears  a feather  in  his  hat.  He  may  be 
Yankee  Doodle. 

That  was  a great  catastrophe  which  Mr.  Simon  told  at  table  the  other 
day.  The  wind  blew  up  the  street. 

It  is  NOTE  worthy  that  the  new  grade  music  books  have  produced  a 
wonderful  incentive  musicward. 

The  many  who  take  good  care  of  their  books  must  watch  the  few  who  do 
not,  and  help  them  into  line. 

The  small  boy  with  his  big  mitten,  is  seen  wending  his  way  toward  the 
south  playground,  these  evenings  after  supper. 

Sixteen  choir  members  have  lately  withdrawn  for  necessary  reasons. 

Miss  Senseney  will  fill  in  gradually  with  the  best  voices. 

Miss  Luckenbach  is  busy  over  the  cash  books,  this  being  the  time  of 
the  month  to  draw  cash  from  the  "money  mother's"  bank. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  Miss  Forster's  sister,  who  has  been 


critically  ill  at  her  home  in  Harrisburg,  with  typhoid  fever,  is 
recovering. 

Major  Pratt  gave  a strong  talk  before  the  student  body  on  Saturday 
night  against  the  tobacco  habit  and  on  the  necessity  of  obedience  to 
law. 

Miss  Campbell,  for  many  years  an  efficient  and  faithful  assitant 
matron  for  the  girls  has  found  it  necessary  to  rest,  and  has  asked  for  a 
three  months'  leave. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Susans  Miss  Bowersox  gave  some  points  on 
parliamentary  practice,  and  tonight  by  special  invitaiton  Misses  Burgess 
and  Cutter  will  talk  along  the  same  line. 

Printer  Sam  Miller  received  a letter  from  his  brother  Artie  Miller 
'00,  now  in  Gresham,  Wisconsin,  who  says  he  met  with  a cold  reception  at 
home  as  far  as  weather  is  concerned. 

Interested  in  Indian  affairs  and  do  not  take  the  Red  Man?  Through  no 
other  channel  may  a person  get  so  much  Indian  news  in  a nutshell.  Fifty 
cents.  HELPER  and  Red  Man  to  one  address  55  cents. 

The  Missionary  Society  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of  Harrisburg 
celebrated  its  tenth  anniversary  on  the  29th  instant.  Pasquala  Anderson 
contributed  an  essay  on  the  Indians  of  Southren  California  and  Maude 
Snyder  gave  a vocal  solo. 

One  of  the  boys  who  knows  very  well  how  to  work,  but  has  not  yet 
gained  the  use  of  a very  extensive  English  vocabulary,  wrote  to  his 
teacher  that  he  has  been  promoted  to  the  "Affectatious  Appearance,"  in 
the  shop,  meaning  Efficient  Apprentice. 
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soul,  and  we  played  our  best  for  them. 

The  local  agent  strongly  urges  us  to  come  again  and  he  will  give  us  a 
packed  house. 

We  are  proud  of  ourselves  for  your  sake.  We  are  proud  of  our 
Minnehaha  who  takes  each  audience  by  storm  and  holds  it  breathless  till 
she  chooses  to  release  it.  Her  rendering  of  the  pathos  and  beauty  and 
truth  of  Longfellow's  lines  is  a revelation  to  her  hearers,  while  her 
violin  wins  all  hearts. 

We  are  proud  of  our  Calm  Director  who  is  not  even  thrown  off  his  base 
when  his  remarkable  versatility  as  the  ex-captain  of  the  football  team 
is  remarked  upon. 

Some  day  we  may  tell  you  of  the  Ancient  Israelite,  who  "Stood  on  the 
STAIRS  at  midnight;"  of  the  Somnambulist  who  nearly  gave  his  bed  fellows 
each  a black  eye  and  of  the  Lucky  Sioux,  the  universal  favorite. 

These  are  a few  of  your  devoted  Band  Standers  who  send  faithful 
remembrance  by  the  hand  of  XENA. 


What  the  Papers  Say. 

The  Band  does  not  come  as  Indians  might  be  expected  and  permitted  to 
do,  with  a repertoire  of  little  easy  waltzes  and  marches  that  any 
children  might  learn  to  play  in  time,  but  they  come  with  "Semiramide" 
and  with  "Bohemian  Girl,"  "II  Trovatore"  and  "Lohengrin." 

It  was  not  alone  in  ensemble  that  the  Band  made  a good  impression  but 
there  were  soloists  that  ranked  high  as  musicians  of  soul  and  execution. 
-[Trenton  Daily  Gazette. 

The  Trenton  Times  says:  It  may  be  strictly  in  order  to  say  that  all  of 

these  young  men  are  Americans  - there  can  be  no  doubt  about  that,  and 

there  can  be  no  more  remarkable  entertainment  than  that  given  yesterday 
afternoon  at  Association  Hall  by  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  Band.  Other 
bands  have  played  in  this  city  but  none  ever  made  such  an  impression  on 

those  who  heard  it  as  did  this  band  of  young  Indians.  It  would  have 

been  a grand  musical  feast  aside  from  any  special  features  but  with 
thoses  features  it  stands  alone  as  an  extraordinary  and  unique 
entertainment.  The  wonder  of  the  whole  thing  is  how  all  of  these  young 
men  - and  some  of  them  are  but  boys  - have  been  taught  to  play  such 
music . 

Perfect  harmony,  precision  of  movement  and  delicacy  of  expression 
prevailed  throughout,  and  one  could  scarcely  believe  that  it  was  the 


performance  of  descendants  of  the  aborigines  that  one  was  hearing. 
-[Trenton  True  American. 

Any  criticism  of  the  concert  that  failed  to  take  note  of  the  wonderful 
performance  by  Zitkala  Sa,  a charming  young  Indian  woman  who  must  have 
surprised  everybody  with  the  power  of  her  declamatory  force  would  be 
incomplete.  Her  recitation  was  "The  Famine"  from  Hiawatha.  Her 
beginning  scarce  kept  the  attention.  She  warmed  and  as  the  lines  called 
for  the  exposition  of  the  passions  the  young  girl's  dramatic  power  grew 
till  it  became  marvelous.  She  held  every  ear  and  the  recourse 
frequently  to  handkerchiefs  told  how  great  an  effect  she  was  exerting 
over  her  audience.  She  was  applauded  to  the  echo. 

-[Trenton  Daily  Gazette. 

Their  tone  is  especially  mellow  and  pleasing  and  even  in  the  cresendo 
passages  developed  none  of  the  brassy  harshness  often  heard  in  bands  of 
the  kind.  Zitkala  Sa  recited  with  much  feeling  and  decided  elocutionary 
ability  the  "Famine/'  from  Hiawatha.  -[Phila.  Evening  Bulletin. 

The  admirable  execution  of  these  young  artists,  the  precision  of  their 
work  which,  is  at  all  times  marked  by  enthusiams  and  spirit,  caused 
every  one  of  the  dozen  or  more  numbers  on  the  well-chosen  program  to  be 
encored,  and  the  high  character  of  the  Band's  work  is  indicated  by  their 
high  grade  selections.  -[Phila  Times. 

The  performance  was  a very  praiseworthy  one,  the  organization  showing 
the  beneficial  effects  of  careful  preparation  and  drill,  while 
individually  considerable  skill  and  musical  ability  was  displayed. 
-[Phila.  Record. 


HOW  INDIANS  MADE  SOAPSTONE  DISHES. 


The  scheme  of  the  natives  was  a simple  one.  With  hard  implements, 
probably  of  flint,  they  cut  a circle  on  the  stone  of  the  dish  they 
wanted  to  get  out. 

Then  they  chipped  away  and  down  on  the  circumference  of  this,  letting 
it  stand  out  in  relief.  They  fashioned  the  outside  nearly  to  the  shape 
they  desired  while  it  was  still  attached  to  the  rock  itself. 

Finally  they  split  it  off  at  the  bottom  turned  it  up,  hollowed  it  out, 
and  the  dish  was  made.  -[Hartford  Courant. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  8 letters. 

My  3,  7,  8 is  a covering  for  the  hand. 

My  2,  5,  1,  3 has  ruined  many  a man. 

My  8,  4,  5,  6 is  part  of  a wagon  wheel. 

My  5,  7,  2 is  to  clear  of. 

My  3,  6,  5,  4,  8 always  wins. 

My  whole  tells  how  the  INDIAN  HELPER'S  readers  regard  it. 
SUBSCRIBER. 
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For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  students,  email 
Barbara  Landis:  blandis@epix.net  or  visit  CHS  Research  page  at 
http : //www.epix. net /-land is 

"RE : He  Doesn't  Want  Me  Anymore..."  

Date:  Mon,  24  Ian  2000  01:47:42  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : he  doesn't  want  me  anymore.. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

My  husband  doesn't  want  me  anymore,  she  said. 

There  was  good  music,  rhythm  and  blues  coming  from  the  house  band, 
sometimes  when  the  chance  presents  itself  I like  to  listen  to  rhythm 
and  blues  and  there  was  a place  on  Central  for  that.  I was  at  a table 
in  the  corner  drinking  soda  water  and  they  were  good,  those  guys  up 
there. 


I looked  at  her,  she  was  in  hen  late  forties,  maybe  early  fifties, 
dressed  nice  and  behind  me  at  the  next  table.  She  had  on  dark  glasses, 

"I  have  no  where  to  go,  he  left  me... he  left  me"  she  said. 

I was  there  for  the  music  and  wanted  nothing  more.  I turned  back  to  the 
band  and  they  finished  their  set... taking  a ten  minute  break.  Someone 
went  to  the  juke  box  and  Otis  Redding  started  to  sing. 

My  kids  don't  want  me  anymore,  I am  no  use  to  anyone...  anymore. .. .She 
poured  herself  another  drink  of  vodka  from  a bottle  in  her  purse.  Why 
do  men  do  that... want  young  ones... 

Maybe  I should  leave,  there  is  nothing  to  do  for  her.  She  said  to 
me.... I have  no  where  to  go,  he  threw  me  out... 

In  ten  minutes  she  told  me  a stranger  about  her  life.  She  graduated  in 
'69,  married  her  childhood  sweetheart  even  though  her  father  had  said 
he  was  no  good,  and  now  she  wished  she  had  listened  to  him.  There  were 
two  children  somewhere  but  not  close.  He  left  her  for  a younger  woman 
and  she  left  their  place  yesterday  and  did  not  want  to  go  back. 

Sometimes  things  like  this  are  not  really  any  business  of  yours  so  you 
want  to  turn  away,  to  act  like  you  don't  hear  anything.  Some  do  this 
and  on  most  occasions  it  is  waht  we  do.  In  looking  at  her,  she  was 
sitting  there  and  all  alone.  Where  do  you  go  when  such  a thing  happens 
and  the  world  has  come  crashing  down  around  you.  When  you  place  all 
your  hopes,  dreams  and  life  into  another  and  then  they  don't  want  you 
anymore.  It  was  not  my  problem. 

She  said.  Can  I go  home  with  you... do  you  know  where  I can  stay... 

Far  up  north  from  here  there  is  someone  like  you  and  she  is  waiting 
there  for  me.  We  have  been  together  for  a long  time  and  at  one  time  I 
almost  left  her,  but  she  held  on  to  me  and  we  are  together  after  all 
this  time.  I am  tied  to  her  and  that  is  how  it  is. 

She  took  off  her  dark  glasses  and  her  eyes  were  gray... I don't  know 
what  to  do  she  said. 

Things  will  work  themselves  out,  but  it  is  hard  to  get  started  all  over 
again,  to  continue  to  go  on.  She  said  she  got  a job  as  a waitress  and 
was  supposed  to  start  work  the  following  week,  she  did  not  know  how  to 
do  anything  else. 

A cabbie  came  in  the  door,  and  she  went  out  with  him.  I sat  there  and 
though  the  band  started  up  again,  the  music  was  not  any  good  anymore.  I 
walked  out  and  stood  there  on  Central  in  Albuquerque,  looking  up  and 
down  the  street.  The  cab  and  her  were  gone.  I went  back  to  my  room  and 
went  to  bed. 

Passing  ships  in  the  night,  travelling  different  paths,  that  is  how  it 
is.  Sometimes  everything  we  believe  in  seems  to  come  crashing  down.  I 
wonder  what  happened  to  her.  I did  not  get  her  name,  but  she  is  out 
there  somewhere 

"RE : Poem:  Communion/Communication"  

Date:  23  Hun  94  00:52:47  GMT 

From:  andrea@scicom.AlphaCDC.COM  (Andrea  Lord) 

Subj : communion/communication 

Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc .women 

communion  - communication 

a union .... 

of  more  than  two 

unlike  one 

this  is  communion... 

it  blends 
and 

creates 

a whole  of  parts 


. . . a one 


that  remembers 

all  the  routes  rooted 

producing  the  flowers... 

....  a one 
that  communicates 
. .the  past  with  respect 
and  the  future  dreams 
in  the  present 

communion  - communication.... 

"RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  09:49:29  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea . org> 

Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  23-29 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

23 

Three  things  sustain  life  --  food,  hope,  and  an  abiding 
sense  of  wonder. 

24 

Give  me  the  beauty  of  nature  to  restore  my  spirit,  where  the 
morning  dew  glistens  in  the  sunlight,  and  the  wind  is  the 
only  sound  that  I hear. 

25 

A wave  upon  the  sand  takes  only  a little  of  the  land  and 
gives  the  blessings  of  the  sea  in  return. 

26 

The  family,  ohana,  goes  on  from  generation  to  generation: 
the  seeds  of  tradition  we  plant  bear  fruit  in  a thousand 
different  ways. 

27 

Morning  sunlight  flees  --  how  brief  my  contemplation  of 
life's  mysteries. 

28 

Be  strong  when  others  are  weak,  and  they  will  support  you  in 
your  time  of  need. 

29 

The  wind  and  the  ocean  sing  a lullaby  at  night. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  16  April  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

Gary, 

I received  this  posting  from  the  H-Amindian  Digest. 

Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie  Richards 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Subj:  SYMP:  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories,  Dartmouth  College, 
4.20-22.00 


"Eating  Out  of  the  Same  Pot"  Relating  Black  and  Indian  (Hi)stories  A 
Cross-cultural  Symposium  at  Dartmouth  College  April  20-22,  2000 


The  El  Hajj  Malik  El  Shabazz  African  American  Center,  the  African  and 
African  American  Studies  Program,  and  the  Native  American  Studies  Program  at 
Dartmouth  College  invite  you  to  participate  in  a unique  symposium  the 
weekend  of  April  20-22,  2000.  This  symposium  will  explore  the  complex 
relations,  histories  and  experiences  shared  by  Africans/Af rican  Americans 
and  Native  Americans  in  the  United  States. 

Academics,  creative  artists,  and  activists  from  a variety  of  disciplines 
and  communities  will  be  speaking  on  this  subject  from  professional  and 
personal  perspectives.  Topics  include: 

Black-Native  literature; 
shared  and  overlapping  histories; 
political  organizing  and  social  change; 
mixed-race  identity  formation  and  negotiation; 

symbolic  representations  of  Blacks  by  Indians  and  Indians  by  Blacks; 
and  contemporary  political  issues  and  tensions. 

In  addition  to  panel  presentations  and  discussion  sessions,  there 
will  also  be  a photography  exhibition  and  films  related  to  Black  and  Native 
identities  and  histories. 

Speakers  will  include,  among  esteemed  others: 

Historians:  Theda  Perdue  and  lack  Forbes 

Literary  Scholars:  Robert  Warrior,  Sharon  Holland,  and  Ron  Welburn 

Writer/Activist:  lewelle  Gomez 

Political  Theorist:  David  Wilkins 

Legal  Theorist:  Russel  Barsh 

Cultural  Critic:  Ward  Churchill 

Community  Organizer:  Don  Davenport 

Genealogist:  Angela  Walton-Raji 

Filmmaker:  Malinda  Maynor 

For  a complete  list  of  speakers  and  general  information,  visit  the  Shabazz 
Center  website  at  Dartmouth  College  (which  will  be  up  after  November  20th): 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~aam/ 

Choose  the  "Shabazz  Center"  selection. 

You  may  also  contact  conference  organizers  by  email: 

Tiya  Miles,  African  and  African  American  Studies/  Native  American  Studies, 
Dartmouth  College:  Tiya.A.Miles@Dartmouth.edu 

Celia  Naylor-Ojurongbe,  Women's  Studies,  University  of  New  Mexico: 
celia@nmia . com 

Diandra  Benally,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Diandra .D. Benally@Dartmouth . edu 

Heather  McMillan,  Native  American  Students  at  Dartmouth: 

Heather. L.McMillan@Dartmouth.edu 

Shasta  Smith,  Afro-American  Society,  Dartmouth  College 
Shasta .T. Smith@Dartmouth . edu 


Date:  Mon,  24  Ian  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Subj : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 

Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 

Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans. 


No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Mon,  3 Apr  2000  16:37:00  -0600 
From:  "Terry,  Lu"  <TerryLE@mso.umt.edu> 

Subj : KYI-YO  Powwow 

The  University  of  Montana  - KYI-YO  POWWOW 

April  28,  29,  and  30,  2000 

Adams  Center  (the  renovated  Field  House) 

Missoula,  MT  59812 

for  more  info:  Deremy  McDonald  406-829-8785  or 
Kyi-Yo  Office:  406-243-2703 

Grand  Entry  Times: 

7 pm  - Friday,  April  28,  2000 
1 pm  & 7 pm  - Saturday,  April  29,  2000 
Noon  - Sunday,  April  30,  2000 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Earl  Old  Person  & Kenny  Scabby  Robe 

Host  Drums:  Blacklodge,  White  Swan,  Washington 

Young  Grey  Horse,  Browning,  Montana 

Arena  Director:  Donathan  Windy  Boy 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Jonathan  Gopher 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Kishey  Baker 

Admission:  $3.00  per  day,  elders  over  60:  $2  per  day 

Free  to  registered  dancers,  drummers  & children  4 years  and  under 

Dance  Registration:  $2  per  contestant 
+++++++++++++ 

1st  Annual  Kyi-Yo  Handgame  Tournament  starts  Saturday,  April  29  at  1 p.m 

Entry  Team  Fee:  $150,  five  people  per  team 

bring  your  own  chairs  - open  games  throughout  the  weekend 

for  more  info:  Derek  Knows  His  Gun  406-243-1669 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
HOST  GOURD  SOCIETY:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361, 

or  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:46  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj:  UP-COMING  POW  WOWS  MIDWEST 
Forwarded  from  KODA-WOLF@webtv.net 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 


April  8th-- 


10th  Annual  Washington  University  St  Louis,  MO  Sponsored  by- 
Kathryn  Buder  center  for  American  Indian  studies  & George  Brown  school 
of  Social  Work. 

Traders,  food  booth,  raffle,  story  telling,  t-shirts.  HOST 
DRUM-  Tha-Tribe  (Lawrence,  KS)  head  singer-  Russell  M.  (Pahuska,OK)  MC- 
Rob  Daughtery  (lay, OK)  AD-  Troy  Little  Ax,  Sr.  (Bartlesville,OK)  HEAD 
LADY  DANCER-  Claudia  LittleAxe,  HEADMAN  DANCER-  Redcloud  A (Tulsa, OK) 
head  Contest  ludge-  Cricket  Rice(St  Louis,  MO) 

Schedule- 

gourd  dancing  at  noon,  grand  entry  at  1pm,  dinner  break  at  5p,  grand 

entry  at  6pm NOTE-  to  receive  prize  money-  dancers  must  be  in  FULL 

REGALIA  during  grand  entries,  for  info- 
(314)  935-4510 


May  5,6,7- 

The  Two  Great  Rivers  Pow  Wow,  Saline  County  Fiargrounds,  Harrisburg,  IL 
CONTEST  PRIZES,  for  info  contact  Don  White  (Seneca) 

(618)  273-8042 


May  12,13  & 14--- 
Vandalia  PowWow,  Vandaia,  IL 


May  27  & 28th 

Memorial  Day  PowWow  (competition)  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC  --  Contact-  Mary  lumper  888-291-0632  or 
828-497-2952 
Mailing  address- 

Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians 
attn:  Mary  A.  lumper,  dir. 
p.o.box  455, 

Cherokee,  NC  28719 


MAY  20TH 

20th  annual  Title  IX  Traditional  PowWow-  "Honoring  our 

Graduates  & Families"  Hoyt  Park  - 3802  Regent  St,  MADISON,  WISCONSIN... 

for  more  info-  (608)  261-4614  or  email  jtheobald@madison.kl2.wi.us 


MAY  27-28 

CARLISLE  INDIAN  SCHOOL  POW  WOW 

(email  me  for  more  info  on  this  one,  as  I have  long  info  on  this  one) 
N.  Scott  Momaday  is  guest  speaker  for  this  pow  wow  & also  contest 
dancing  (Carlisle,  PA) 


1UNE  16,17,18 
MATTOON,  IL 

7th  annual  Kaskaskia  River  Dancer  Pow  Wow  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL 
$11,500  contest  money,  for  trader  set  up  or  info  contact  Pat  Gaines 
1-800-500-4599 


I also  have  info  on  pow  wow  coming  up  in  Pablo, Montana  - May  20th & 

Haskell  Pow  Wow  will  be  may  12-14 also  one  may  5-7rth  at  New  Bern, 

NC 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:51:59  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Subj : (FWD)Haskell  Powwow 


Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS  is  having  their  annual 
powwow  May  12  thru  May  14,  2000.  If  anyone  is  interested  please  call 


on  email  me  for  more  information.  (785)  749-8485 


Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  23:54:51  EDT 
From:  miketben@aol.com 

Subj : Onyota:aka  Ka'nikuhliyo  - People  of  the  Standing  Stone 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  4/12/2000  1:25:44  PM  EST 

From:  <A  FIREF="mailto:Kanentiio">Kanentiio</A> 

Onyota:aka  KaAOnikuhliyo 

People  of  the  Standing  Stone 

Iroquois  Social  Dance  & Pot  Luck  Dinner 

May  13/2000 

5:00  pm 

Oneida  Castle  Village  Flail 

Intersection  of  NYS  Route  365  and  NYS  Route  5 
Oneida  Iroquois  Territory 
Oneida  Castle,  NY 

"A  celebration  of  Iroquois  music  and  dance" 

Open  to  All 

Singing  groups  welcome! 

For  more  information  call: 

315-363-2304 


Date:  Mon,  10  Apr  2000  11:18:14  -0400 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Subj:  SEMINAR:  The  Mental  Flealth  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Montreal,  5.29-31.00 
Hi  Gary, 

I got  this  from  the  H-Amindian  listserv.  Thought  some  folks  on  WI  might 
be  interested.  Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  19:30:00  -0700 

From:  "H-AMINDIAN  (3.  Wendel  Cox)"  <amind@h-net2 . msu . edu> 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

ADVANCED  STUDY  INSTITUTE 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

May  29  - 31,  2000 

Institute  of  Community  & Family  Psychiatry 
4333  Cite  Ste  Catherine  Road,  Montreal,  H3T  1E4 

Around  the  world,  indigenous  peoples  have  experienced  rapid  culture  change, 
marginalization  and  absorption  into  a global  economy  with  little  regard  for 
their  autonomy.  Cultural  discontinuity  has  been  linked  to  high  rates  of 
depression,  alcoholism,  suicide,  and  violence  in  many  communities,  with  the 
most  dramatic  impact  on  youth.  Despite  these  challenges,  many  communities 
have  done  well.  This  meeting  will  bring  together  experts  from  Canada  and 
other  countries  to  discuss  the  value  of  the  perspectives  of  social  and 
cultural  psychiatry  for  understanding  the  factors  that  promote  mental  health 
or  lead  to  psychological  distress  in  indigenous  populations  and  communities. 

This  three  day  seminar  will  be  of  interest  to  researchers,  health 
professionals  and  planners  engaged  in  mental  health  promotion  and 
intervention  for  First  Nations  and  Inuit  communities  of  Canada  and  other 
indigenous  peoples.  An  international  faculty  will  address  a wide  range  of 
issues  including: 

- social  origins  of  and  responses  to  distress 

- transformations  of  identity  and  community 

- models  for  collaborative  research,  mental  health  services  & health 
promotion 

Guest  Faculty  to  Include: 

+ Naomi  Adelson,  Ph.D.  York  University,  author  of  Being  Alive  Well:  Health 
and  the  Politics  of  Cree  Well-Being. 

+ Louis-lacques  Dorais,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Laval,  Editor-in-chief  of 


Etudes/Inuit/Studies , author  of  Quaqtaq:  Modernity  and  Identity  in  an 
Inuit  Community. 

+ Ernest  Hunter,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Public  Health,  University  of 
Queensland . 

+ Joseph  Kaufert,  Ph.D.  Depts.  of  Community  Health  Sciences  & Anthropology, 
University  of  Manitoba. 

+ lane  McKendrick,  M.D.  Director,  Resource  Unit  for  Indigenous  Mental 
Health  Education  & Research,  University  of  Melbourne. 

+ lohn  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Director,  Northern  Health  Unit, 

University  of  Manitoba. 

+ Theresa  D.  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Oregon,  author  of  Disciplined 
Hearts:  History,  Identity,  and  Depression  in  an  American  Indian 
Community. 

+ Gail  Guthrie  Valaskakis,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research,  Aboriginal  Healing 
Foundation,  Ottawa. 

+ lames  B.  Waldram,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Native  Studies,  University  of 
Saskatchewan,  author  of  The  Way  of  the  Pipe:  Aboriginal  Spirituality  and 
Symbolic  Healing  in  Canadian  Prisons,  and  Aboriginal  Health  in  Canada: 
Historical,  Cultural  and  Epidemiological  Perspectives. 

+ Cornelia  Wieman,  M.D.,  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McMaster  University, 

Chair  of  the  Native  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Canadian  Psychiatric 
Association . 

+ T.  Kue  Young,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Dept.  Community  Health 
Sciences,  University  of  Manitoba,  author  The  Health  of  Native  Americans: 
Towards  a Biocultural  Epidemiology;  The  Circumpolar  Inuit:  Health  of  a 
Population  in  Transition. 

To  Register:  complete  this  form  and  enclose  a current  curriculum  vitae  and  a 
check  for  the  course  fee  of  $200  ($100  for  full-time  students  with  proof  of 
status)  made  out  to:  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McGill  University  and  mail 
to:  Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry,  1033  Pine  Ave.  West, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  H3A  1A1.  (For  info:  514-398-7302;  Fax:  514-398-4370) 

Name: 


Title/Affiliation : 


Address : 


Tel: Fax: 

E-mail: 


Status  (check  one)  Full-time  student/ 

Health  Professional/ Academic/ Researcher 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

Advanced  Study  Institute 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

SCHEDULE 

Monday,  May  29  * Social  Origins  of  Distress 

9:00-9:30  Opening  Address  * Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

9:30-10:00  Colonization,  Marginalization  & Technocratic  Control  * 

Laurence  3.  Kirmayer 

10:00-10:45  "S<caron>the  deep  sleep  of  forgetfulness":  Reflecting  on 
Disremembering  * Ernest  Hunter 
10:45-11:00  Break 

11:00-11:30  Effects  of  Organized  Violence  on  the  Quechua  of  the 

Peruvian  Andes  - Duncan  Pedersen 

11:30-12:15  The  Legacy  of  the  "Stolen  Generations"  * lane  McKendrick 
12:15-1:00  Discussion  * T.  Kue  Young,  Gail  Valaskakis 

Tuesday,  May  30  * Individual  and  Collective  Responses  to  Suffering 
9:00-9:45  Suicide  among  Australian  Aboriginals  * Ernest  Hunter 

9:45-10:15  Aboriginal  Identity  & the  Construction  of  Fetal  Alcohol 


Syndrome  * Caroline  Tait 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  Lakota  Psychology  in  Colonial  Context  * Theresa  O'Neil 
11:15-12:00  Discussion  * Laurence  Kirmayer,  Allan  Young 
Transformations  of  Identity  & Community 

1:30-2:00  Healing  the  "Aboriginal"  Offender:  Identity  Construction 

Through  Therapeutic  Practice  * Gregory  Brass 

2:00-2:45  "Culture"  in  Cross-cultural  Counselling  * lames  Waldram 

2:45-3:00  Break 

3:00-3:30  Towards  a Recuperation  of  Souls  & Bodies:  Community  Healing  & 

the  Interplay  of  Faith  & History  * Naomi  Adelson 

3:30-4:00  Negotiating  Health:  Meanings  of  "Building  a Healthy  Community 

in  Igloolik  * Kristiann  Allen 

4:00-5:00  Discussion  * Louis- Jacques  Dorais,  Kristin  Norget 

Wednesday,  May  31  * Models  for  Collaborative  Research  & Mental  Health 
Services 

9:00-9:45  Working  in  Partnership:  Innovative  Collaborative  Research 

Between  Aboriginal  Communities  and  an  Academic  Unit  * lane  McKendrick 
9:45-10:15  Ethical  Issues  in  Language  Interpretation  for  Aboriginal 

People  in  Mental  Health  Care  * Joseph  Kaufert 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  A First  Nations  Mental  Health  Clinic  * Cornelia  Wieman 

11:15-12:00  Discussion:  John  OlNeil,  Joseph  Couture 

12:00-12:30  Closing  *Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

Laurence  J.  Kirmayer,  MD 

Professor  & Director 

Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry 

McGill  University 

Editor-in-Chief 

Transcultural  Psychiatry 

1033  Pine  Ave.  West 

Montreal,  Quebec  H3A  1A1 

TEL:  514-398-7302 

FAX:  514-398-4370 

++++  Visit  our  web  page  at  www.mcgill.ca/psychiatry/transcultural 
Gregory  M.  Brass 

Coordinator,  Native  Mental  Health  Research  Team 

Culture  and  Mental  Health  Research  Unit 

Sir  Mortimer  B.  Davis  - Jewish  General  Hospital 

4333  Cote  Ste-Catherine  Rd 

Montreal  Quebec  H3T  1E14 

514  340-8222  x 5246 

Fax  340-7503 

E-mail:  mice@musica . mcgill . ca 
E-mail:  Saulteaux@hotmail.com 

www. mcgill . ca/psychiatry/transcultural/native . html 

Deborah  A.  Richards 
Manuscript  Processor 
Schlesinger  Library 

Radcliffe  Institute  for  Advanced  Study 
10  Garden  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

617-495-8647 

richards@radcliffe.edu 

http : //www. radcliffe . edu/schles 


Date:  Sun,  09  Jan  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 


POWWOW  2000 


Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 


Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle. 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Jimmy  Boy  Dial"  <JBDial911@home. com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Jimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http : / /www. thes pike. com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Johnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain.org> 

Subj:  Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 


The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sf su . edu> 

Subj : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 


Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey . cc . ca . us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Subj : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 

Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 

with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 


Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
loan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  lohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  ludy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 


November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call  to 
confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

April 

11-15  28th  Annual  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian  Tahlequah,  OK.  Call  the 
Center  for  Tribal  Studies  at  NSU  for  more  information  at  1-918-456-5511. 
Seminars,  lectures,  pow-wow,  and  more! 

14  11th  Annual  AISA  Stompdance  at  OU,  Norman,  OK  at  the  Lloyd  Noble  Center. 
For  more  information,  call  (405)325-3163. 

14-15  23rd  Annual  Pow  Wow  Celebration  by  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  at  Albert 
V.  Sallas  County  Park,  New  Caney,  Texas.  Hours:  Friday  7:00  PM  Dancing 
Starts,  Saturday  2:00  PM  Gourd  Dancing,  5:00-7:00  PM  Dinner  Break,  and  at 
7:00  PM  Dancing  Resumes. 

For  more  information,  contact  Dale  Adams  @ (713)  475-0221 
or  Grant  Gaumer  § (281)  448-8435. 

15  OU-AISA  86th  Annual  Adult  Contest  Pow-wow.  At  the  Lloyd  Nobe  Center  in 
Norman  OK.  For  more  information,  call  (405)  325-3163. 

15  86th  Annual  University  of  OK  Contest  Pow-wow  Norman,  OK.  Contact  Shannon 
Freeman  at  405-325-1468. 

15  7th  Annual  Choctaw  Inter-Tribal  Pow-wow  at  Bryan  County  Fairgrounds  in 
Haggard  Building  1901  S.  9th  Durant,  OK.  Free  Admission. 

For  more  information,  call  580-924-9411. 

15  Wedding  Day  Pow-wow  Celebrate  with  Billy  and  Erin.  Sponsored  by  the  Bemo 
and  Plumley  families.  Sac  and  Fox  Nation  Pow-wow  Grounds,  Stroud,  OK. 

2:00  pm  gourd,  5pm  supper,  8 intertribals . 


15  Retirement  Dance  for  Eli  Warrior  White  Eagle,  OK  Culture  Center.  Gourd 
Dance  2:00PM  Supper  at  5:30  PM.  Call  for  information  405-631-8214. 

19  Native  American  lob  Fair  VI,  Tulsa  Convention  Center.  Sponsored  by  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Times.  For  more  information,  call  1-918-438-6548. 

21-23  14th  Annual  Arizona  State  University  Spring  Competition  Pow-wow 
Tempe,  AZ.  Contact  Lee  Williams  at  580-965-5224. 

21-23  University  of  Tulsa  Spring  Pow-wow  Allen  Chapman  Activity  Center, 
Student  Union  Building,  University  of  Tulsa  Campus, 
lohn  McClelland,  at  1-918-343-3811. 

22  7th  Annual  Benefit  Pow-wow  for  Lawrence  Native  Youth  Scholarship  Fund 
at  Douglas  Co.  Fairgrounds,  4- H Building  #21,  Lawrence,  KS. 

785-843-4053. 

22  Second  Annual  University  of  Texas  Contest  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  the 
Longhorn  American  Indian  Council.  University  of  Texas  Union  Grand 
Ballroom,  Austin,  Texas.  Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts,  full  pow-wow  program. 

Call  Amy  Lewis  at  512-232-2960  for  more  information. 

22  Annual  Benefit  Dance  Oklahoma  Indian  Theatre  And  Dance  Company  National 
Guard  Armory  4200  blk  of  N.  Mingo  Valley  Expressway,  Tulsa,  OK. 

Call  for  information:  918-241-6292. 

27- 29  Annual  Talihina  Indian  Festival,  Talihina  OK.  Call  1-918-567-25309. 

28- 29  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow-wow  Albuquerque,  NM.  For  more  information, 
call  505-836-2810. 

28-30  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Location:  National 
Guard  Armory  Guntersville,  Alabama.  Directions:  From  US  Hwy  431  in 
Guntersville  (at  the  Holiday  Inn)  take  AL  Hwy  79  South  .7/10ths  mile  to 
Cherokee  Elementary  School.  Turn  right  on  Willow  Beach  Rd.  Turn  Left  on 
Creek  Path  Rd.  to  Pow-wow.  Over  $7,000.00  in  Dance  Competition  Prize  Money! 
Admission:  Adults  $5.00,  Children  (under  12)  $3.00.  For  more  information, 
contact  Gina  Williamson  at  5005  Elizabeth  Street,  Guntersville, AL 
35976.  Phone  256-582-0114. 

29  Graduation  Honor  Pow-wow  for  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells,  at  Tahlequah 
Community  Building,  Tahlequah,  OK.  2 pm  Gourd  dancing,  430  supper,  730  grand 
entry.  All  drums,  dnacers  and  vendors  are  welcome.  Call  918-458-6384. 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Subj : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  3o3o  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7017.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups. 


contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http : //www.wisdomkeepers . org/etil/ . 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Subj : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

3ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  C0N3UNCTI0N  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  lacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  3UCTI0N  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTI0N,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo.com> 

Subj:  Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 


LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12:30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : os sahatchee@hamiltonch amber .org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 


MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  21-23  Fri-Sun:  Tempe,  AZ.  14th  Annual 
Arizona  State  University  Spring 
Competition  Pow  Wow.  (480)965-5224. 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 
Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringof nations .org 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 
From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 
Subj : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 


Si-yo: 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I ' ve  got  so  far . . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~Lower  South~ 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist,  HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee. 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 

~Alabama~ 

Apr.  2-30:  Birmingham  International  Festival  Salute  to  Native  Americans,  an 
exhibition  at  the  Birmingham  Civil  Rights  Institute,  520  16th  St., 
Birmingham.  Hours:  Tues.-Sat.,  10am-5pm;  Sun.  l-5pm. 

Info:  Bessie  Alexander  (205)  328-9696. 

Apr.  21-23:  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow,  at  Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander 
City.  HD:  Bird  Chopper;  HM:  Chris  Red  Wolf  Perez  ; HL:  Mary  Morning  Dove 
Verrett;  AD:  Chuck  Morris;  MC:  Rick  Bird.  School  Day  is  9am-2pm  on  Friday, 
with  gates  open  til  4:00pm.  A limited  amount  of  primitive  camping  is 
available  on-site,  and  the  park  has  over  300  improved  campsites  available  at 
reasonable  rates.  Wind  Creek  State  Park  is  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Martin,  and  has  boat  launch  areas,  swimming  & picnic  areas,  fishing  piers  & 
a camp  store. 

For  more  information  & reservations,  call  1-800-ALAPARK.  Grand  Entries  for 
the  competition  pow  wow  are  11am  & 6pm  on  Saturday,  and  1pm  on  Sunday. 
Admission  charged.  Vendors  by  invitation  only. 

Info:  Sandy  Faulk  (334)  541-2505. 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County  Fairgrounds 
Anniston.  Student  Days:  Weds. -Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow  wow  times:  Fri., 
5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12  noon  Sunday. 


HD:  TBA;  HM:  Anthony  Waters;  HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native  American  Honor 
Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker.  This  is  a 
non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  drums  & 
dancers . 

Info:Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail:  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com. 

Apr.  28-30:  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
Guntersville  National  Guard  Armory,  on  Creek  Path  Road,  off  of  Hwy.  79, 
Guntersville . Schedule:  Fri.,  Childrens  Day  from  8am-3pm.  GO:  7:30am, 

GE:  9am  (demonstration  dancing),  GC:  10:30pm.  Concessions  open  7 : 30am-7: 00pm 
Bonfire  from  7pm-10pm.  Vendors  are  welcome  to  stay  open  during  bonfire;  Sat. 
GO:  8am,  registration  deadline  for  Princess  contest.  Dance  & Drum  competition 
is  10:30am.  Dance  & Princess  registration  fee  is  $3.00.  Over  $7,000.00  is 
available  for  Dance  prize  money.  Drum  competition  has  $1,000.00  in  prize 
money.  All  Native  American  Drums  are  welcome.  GE:  11am,  competition  from 
noon  til  8pm.  There  will  also  be  an  archery  competition  sponsored  by  Taylor 
Self  Bows.  Bonfire  7pm  til  10pm  - vendors  may  remain  open.  GC:  10:30pm;  Sun., 
GO:  10am,  GE:  12  noon,  competition  finals  from  1pm  til  5pm.  HD:  White  Horse 
Singers;  HM:  Running  Horse  Spirit  Smith;  HL:  Dorothy  Helton;  AD:  Gary 
Thunder  Eagle  Tousey;  MC:  TBA.  Grounds  security  & EMT  service  will  be 
provided . 

Admission:  $5.00  - adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12.  Concessions,  shower 
facilities,  handicap  facilities  available.  Free  primitive  camping  available 
for  dancers  & drums. 

Vendor  info:  Dames  Moon,  PO  Box  169,  Holly  Pond,  AL  35083 

(256)  796-8900;  Drum  & Dancers  contact:  Gina  Williamson,  5005  Elizabeth  St., 
Guntersville,  AL  35976  (256)  582-0114;  Schools  & youth  groups  contact:  Trish 
Pearce,  1226  Alabama  Hwy.  68,  Albertville,  AL  35951  (256)  878-0758. 

Apr.  29-30:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot,  at  Tannehill 
Ironworks  Historical  State  Park,  McCalla.  Archery  competition  using 
traditional  bows  & arrows.  Benefits  go  to  Children's  Hospital.  Sat., 

8am-5pm;  Sun.,  8am-2pm.  Info:  Helon  Riggins  (205)  477-5711. 

May  6-7:  Russell  Cave  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport.  Times:  Sat.,  10am-4pm;  Sun.,  9am-3pm.  No  admission 
charge.  Info:  David  Walker  (256)  495-2677. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in  Wetumpka  at 
7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon  their  removal 
to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing,  McFarland  Park  in 
Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in  Tuscumbia. 

Gourd  Dance  Saturday/Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911, 
or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around 
a native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged. 

Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe  (256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head.  Head  staff  & entertainment  TBA.  On-site 
camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission  charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail:  ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Note:  for  further  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau 
of  Tourism  & Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927,  or  call 
1-800 -ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  the  state's  pow  wows  & information  on 
Alabama's  seven  state-recognized  Indian  Tribes,  contact  the  Alabama  Indian 
Affairs  Commission,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104,  or 
call  (334)  242-2831. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Apr.  21-23:  Aquini's  5th  Annual  Spring  Indian  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rice  Pavillion, 
Gulfport.  Info:  Irene  Delancey  (228)  826-5271. 


MISSOURI 

Apr.  21-23:  1st  Annual  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Rodeo  Arena,  Wyaconda.  General 
admission  is  $3.00.  Vendor  spaces  are  $50.00  each;  electricity  is  available. 
Info:  (660)  479-5604. 


OKLAHOMA 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4: 30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  lames  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  21-23:  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Pow  Wow,  Sevier  County  Fairgrounds, 
Sevierville.  All  dancers  welcome.  Vendors  by  invitation  only.  Info:  Leon 
Gilliam  (423)  378-0192. 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Iordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7017,  or  e-mail:  lrouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  2000  21:43:15  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Spring  & Summer  Events  Update 

Native  American  Festivals 

~The  following  is  a list  of  Late  Spring/Early  Summer  events  that  I omitted 
from  earlier  postings^ 

Apr.  14-16:  Shadow  of  the  Eagle  Pow  Wow,  Shadow  Rock  Park,  Forsyth,  MO. 

Info:  losh  lohnson  (417)  546-3943  or  lamie  Goodthunder  (417)  561-2710. 

Apr.  14-16:  Haliwa-Saponi  Pow  Wow,  Haliwa-Saponi  Tribal  Grounds,  Hollister, 
NC.  Info:  (252)  586-4017. 

Apr.  22:  March  to  Save  Moccasin  Bend,  Chattanooga,  TN.  This  date  will  be  the 
first  of  seven  planned  marches  planned  to  stir  up  awareness  and  support  for 
the  preservation  of  Native  American  and  Civil  War  sites  on  Moccasin  Bend. 

The  marches  are  being  coordinated  by  the  Chattanooga  InterTribal 
Association,  and  will  begin  at  the  Mental  Hospital  on  Moccasin  Bend  & 
proceed  approximately  3 miles  to  downtown  Chattanooga.  The  first  march  will 


begin  about  9:00am  and  will  proceed  to  the  site  of  the  Earth  Day  Celebration 
at  Coolidge  Park.  Actor/activist  Dennis  Weaver  will  be  speaking  at  11:00am. 
Future  marches  as  planned  for  May  29,  Dune  25,  Duly  23,  August  20,  September 
17  & October  29.  If  you  can't  make  it  to  the  march,  you  can  show  your 
support  by  ordering  a "Save  the  Bend  2000"  t-shirt  for  $10.00.  For  more 
information,  contact:  Chattanooga  InterTribal  Association,  PO  Box  1063, 
Chattanooga,  TN  37401  or  call  (423)  954-2376  for  a voicemail  message  with 
meetings  & activities  info. 

Apr.  28-30:  12th  Annual  Native  American  Festival,  at  The  Casements,  Ormond 
Beach,  FL.  Non-competition  Intertribal  Dancing,  Aztec  Dancers  from  Mexico, 
traditional  encampments.  Big  Mountain  Dancers,  Native  American  food  & music. 
Iron  Florse  Whip  Show,  wildlife  exhibits,  Floop  Dancing,  reptile  show, 
storytelling.  Native  Crafts.  Hours:  Friday,  6pm-10pm;  Sat.,  10am-10pm;  Sun., 
10am-6pm.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults;  $2.00  - children  ages  3-12.  School  Day 
is  9am-3pm  on  Friday,  with  arena  shows  at  9:45  & 11:15.  One  teacher  or 
chaperone  is  admitted  free  with  every  10  students.  Space  is  limited,  so  call 
for  reservations . The  Casements  Cultural  Center  is  located  at  25  Riverside 
Dr.,  Ormond  Beach,  FL  32176.  Info:  (904)  676-3216  or  e-mail: 
casements0@aol . com. 

May  5-7:  Craven  County  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Craven  Co.  Fairground,  New  Bern, 
NC.  HD:  Estayapi  Wambli;  MC:  Dohn  Blackfeather  Defferies;  HM:  Cody  Dacobs; 
HL:  Dawn  Dones;  AD:  Tyrone  Grayhorse.  Info:  Deborah  Wayne  (252)  244-0357  or 
Ruth  Grayhorse  (910)  424-3437. 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 

SPECIAL  NOTE:  Someone  has  given  out  mistaken  information  that  Lone  Eagle's 
Legacy  Pow  Wow  would  not  be  held  this  year.  The  pow  wow  will  indeed  be  held, 
Apr.  21-23,  at  Wind  Creek  State  Park  in  Alexander  City,  AL.  See  previous 
Events  Listings  for  details,  or  call  Sandy  Faulk  at  (334)  541-2505  for 
details . 


"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  08:35:35  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl .edu> 

Subj : Earthsongs  and  NAC  for  next  week 

1)  Earthsongs  - Underground  Radio  Mix 

2)  NAC  Topics  for  4/17  - 4/21 

1)  Earthsongs  - Underground  Radio  Mix 

Not  since  the  days  of  underground  radio  have  so  many  streams  of  music  come 
together  in  one  radio  mix!  It's  Earthsongs  - Modern  Music  from  Native 
America.  This  week:  mouthwatering  tracks  from  Carlos  Santana, 

Doseph  Firecrow,  Dimi  Hendrix,  Arigon  Starr,  Robert  Mirabal,  Robbie 
Robertson,  Native  Roots  and  more.  At  the  bottom  of  the  hour,  host  Gregg 


McVicar  visits  with  Ed  Walksnice  in  pant  II  of  our  look  at  the 
super-creative  techno  band.  Lunar  Drive. 

More  details  at  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  in  RealAudio  at  http://nativetelecom.org/realmedia 

All  times  EDT 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

2)  NAC  Topics  for  4/17  - 4/21 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 4/17:  Music  Maker  Edition  - LaRae  Wiley: 

LaRae  Wiley  is  a promising  Colville  musician  and  has  just  released  her 
debut  CD  called  "Dissonant  World."  It's  a wonderful  mix  of  folk,  rock, 
blues  and  traditional  Native  musical  styles.  She  has  worked  with  some  of 
Native  America's  best  contemporary  musicians  like  fellow  tribal  member  Dim 
Boyd.  On  this  Music  Maker  Edition  we  visit  with  LaRae  Wiley  as  she  shares 
her  musical  talent  and  personal  stories. 

TUE  - 4/18:  Earth's  Report  Card: 

With  Earth  Day  on  the  horizon,  we  examine  the  condition  of  our  planet's 
health.  We'll  do  a checkup  on  the  atmosphere,  the  plants  and  animals,  the 
oceans,  the  underground  water  tables,  and  all  the  other  vital  signs  that 
contribute  to  the  well  being  of  our  Mother  Earth.  Can  she  pass  the  tests 
and  make  the  grade?  Have  we  made  any  progress  since  the  birth  of  the 
ecological  movement  in  the  1960 's? 

WED  - 4/19:  AIDS  in  Indian  Country: 

Although  this  deadly  disease  is  not  making  attention-grabbing  headlines  as 
it  once  did,  AIDS  is  still  a lethal  menace.  And  like  many  minority 
communities.  Native  America  is  struggling  to  overcome  its  fatal  grasp.  What 
is  the  impact  of  AIDS  in  Indian  Country?  Who  are  its  most  likely  victims? 
And  how  are  Native  communities  responding  to  this  internationally-known 
killer? 

THU  - 4/20:  Oklahoma  Land  Run  Celebration: 

Each  year  in  schools  all  across  the  state,  students  and  faculty  celebrate 
the  Great  Land  Run  of  1889.  But  many  of  these  institutes  of  learning  are 
not  telling  the  whole  story.  They  make  little  mention  of  the  disrespect 
shown  towards  the  Indian  Nations  within  Oklahoma  Territory  borders  or  the 
corrupt  government  policies  that  made  this  statewide  land  claim  a sham. 

What  is  Oklahoma  celebrating,  anyway? 

FRI  - 4/21:  Herbal  Remedies: 

Some  people  prefer  not  to  take  prescription  medicine  for  their  ailments 
because  it's  just  too  expensive  or  because  they  like  the  more  natural  way 
of  healing.  Native  Americans  have  always  been  known  to  use  herbs  in  the 
healing  process  and  this  practice  seems  to  be  growing  in  the  United  States, 
loin  loaqlin  Estus  and  her  guests  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native 
America  Calling  as  they  discuss  the  use  of  herbs  for  remedies. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  Robert  Dorman,  Thomas  Taaffe,  lanet  Smith, 
Martha  E Ture,  Chris  Milde,  John  Mohawk/Native  Americas  lournal,  Neshoba, 
Susan  Bates,  David  Nunn,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  LPDC  Office,  Barbara  Landis, 


John  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders,  Andrea  Lord,  Eric  Martin 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:48:03  2000 
Date:  Tue,  25  Apr  2000  18:25:33  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.018 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  LPDC  & Innu-L 
mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 
http://www.tribnet.com/ 

http: //www. Seattle- pi . com/local/whalww. shtml 
http: //www. Seattle- pi . com/local/cedr21 . shtml 

http: //www. az star net . com/ public/d news/000419 RSa ImonHea r ing. html 
http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news/ articles/0419WST--DISSIDE . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 


This  is  a dangerous  age,  the  most  dangerous  in  human  history.  We 
can't  keep  ruining  the  earth  and  poisoning  it  and  think  we  can  get 
away  with  it.  Certain  destruction  is  going  to  hit  one  of  these  days. 
We  are  on  the  verge  of  a change  such  as  has  never  been  before. 


God  is  going  to  intervene." 
Vernon  Cooper,  Lumbee 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  \ 

\ \ 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 


of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


ional  Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

A week  ago  there  was  a huge  festival  honoring  Native  Americans  by  the 
state  of  Alabama  in  Birmingham.  Nice. 

If  you  are  a state  with  several  tribes  you  would  naturally  want  to 
honor  those  people  in  the  best  possible  way,  right? 

How  do  you  suppose  the  state  of  Alabama  chose  to  honor  it's  Native 
Peoples?  How  does  this  strike  you?  : by  putting  a beer  vendor  in  front 
of  the  drum. 


Thanks  so  very  much,  Alabama. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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"RE : Doe  DeLaCruz  Walks  On 


Vote  for  the  One 

Innocent  Candidate 

Native  Prisoner 

Shiprock  and  River  Rats 

Poem:  Half-Breed 

Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Thu,  20  Apr  2000  12:46:35  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : DeLaCruz  walks  on 

http : //www.tribnet . com/ 

Tribes  have  lost  effective  advocate 
04/19/2000 

Only  death  could  finally  stop  Hoe  DeLaCruz  . 

DeLaCruz,  the  former  president  of  the  Quinault  Indian  Nation  and  a 
two-term  president  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  died 
Sunday  of  a heart  attack  at  age  62.  He  was  known,  loved  and  respected 
within  the  state  and  nationally  as  a tireless  leader  on  issues  affecting 
his  tribe  and  all  Native  Americans. 

DeLaCruz  had  a number  of  strengths,  but  one  of  them  was  his  ability  to 
frame  an  issue  within  just  the  right  context.  As  one  colleague  put  it, 
DeLaCruz  had  "institutional  memory,"  which  allowed  him  to  glean  important 
historic  lessons  and  apply  them  to  contemporary  decisions  affecting  Native 
Americans.  He  also  knew  that  the  tribes  couldn't  win  their  battles  alone 
and  forged  important  alliances  on  key  issues,  such  as  his  collaboration 
with  environmentalists  in  establishing  the  Northwest  Renewable  Resources 
Center  in  Seattle. 

Although  DeLaCruz' s mark  can  be  found  on  national  and  local  improvements 
in  tribal  education,  health  care  and  economic  development,  perhaps  his 
greatest  contribution  was  toward  the  evolution  of  tribal  self-sufficiency 
and  sovereignty.  During  the  1980s  DeLaCruz  was  one  of  the  key  architects  in 
developing  a coordinated  tribal  self-governance  project,  which 
eventually  changed  the  paternalistic  relationship  between  the  federal 
government  and  Indian  tribes. 

Previously,  the  government  funded  the  tribes  through  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  - an  unwieldy  bureaucratic  process  in  which  red  tape  hampered 
tribal  initiative  and  the  bureau's  administrative  costs  ate  up  much  of  the 
allocations.  Now  the  federal  government  funds  the  tribes  directly  and 
gives  tribal  governments  direct  control  over  funding  decisions  for  key 
services  such  as  law  enforcement,  health  care  and  education. 

Although  DeLaCruz  retired  from  the  presidency  of  the  Quinault  Indian 
Nation  in  1994,  retirement  didn't  slow  him  down.  In  fact,  when  he  died,  he 
was  waiting  to  catch  a flight  at  Seattle-Tacoma  International  Airport  to 
attend  a conference  on  tribal  self-governance. 

It  was  a fitting  end.  Even  in  death,  DeLaCruz  was  trying  to  serve  his 
people. 


"RE;  we  Could  Use  Some  Help"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Apr  2000  17:54:44  EDT 
From:  FOXEYES170@aol.com 
Sub j : We  could  use  some  help 

Our  Shawnee  riders,  Martin  Yellowhawk  and  Tera  Silver  Dove,  are  riding 
horseback  from  Pembroke,  NC,  they  left  on  march  4,to  Greenville,  OH.  and 
will  be  reaching  there  on  April  29. This  is  the  main  parade  group 
representing  the  Honor  Ride.  Other  groups  of  riders  from  across  the 
country  will  be  participating  under  the  banner  of  the  Honor  Ride  as  well. 
Its  been  like  a snowball  along  the  way,  always  picking  up  more  new  people. 
The  purpose  of  the  ride  is  to  bring  attention  to  the  history  of  the 


sacrifices  made  by  all  native  Americans  in  the  building  of  this  great 
nation,  and  to  enlist  support  for  a Federal  Native  American  Holiday, 
known  very  simply  as  Native  American  Day.  The  official  name  of  this 
effort  is  called  "Native  Americans  United  for  the  Pursuit  of  Honor",  and 
"the  Honor  Ride"  is  the  title  of  the  horse  ride  event.  The  riders  are 
expected  to  gather  at  the  final  campsite  just  outside  of  Greenville  on 
April  29th  and  then  parade  thru  greenville  approximately  3:00  pm. The 
holiday  that  we  hope  will  result  from  this  ride  of  honor  will  be  known  as 
Native  American  Day.  The  date  we  are  asking  for  is  October  5th,  the  date 
of  Tecumseh's  death  in  1813.  This  project  is  history  in  the  making  because 
never  before  since  Tecumseh  has  such  an  effort  to  unite  all  the  people 
been  launched.  So  to  honor  the  memory  of  Tecumseh,  the  memory  of  the 
Great  Chiefs  of  all  the  Nations,  the  memory  of  all  the  Warriors  and  of 
all  the  Ancestors  we  do  this.  If  you  are  Indian,  honor  your  heritage  and 
your  ancestors  by  uniting  with  us  in  this  effort.  If  you  are  a non-Indian, 
honor  the  Human  Race  and  the  Earth  Mother  by  helping  us  to  promote  this 
holiday.  Regardless  of  ancestry,  . Please  consider  giving  a little  of 
your  time  to  this  historical  event. 

As  of  right  now  they  are  at  Houston  Woods  State  Park  near  Miami 
University  just  outside  of  oxford,  they  will  be  there  until  tomorrow 
morning,  then  they  will  be  going  to  winchester  indiana  via  richmond,  they 
will  rest  in  winchester  until  the  the  29th  and  then  follow  plans  to  go  to 
greenville  down  Hwy  27  to  Hwy  36. 

If  you  could  pass  this  along  I would  appreciate  it  <also  I need  contacts 
in  Greenville  Ohio  for  media  coverage,  this  seems  to  get  no  news  what  so 
ever ! ! > 

Please  contact  me  via  e-mail  ...  FOXEYES170@aol.com 
Thank  you  for  your  time  and  efforts  with  this  :) 

Sister  Fox 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. geocities . com/At hen s/Delph i/7347/ "> 

A NATIVE  AMERICAN  HOLIDAY  ???</A> 


"RE : We  Are  Not  Extinct"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Apr  2000  13:15:18  -0700 
From:  Debra  Krol  <dkrol@dlapr.lib.az.us> 

Sub j : This  week's  Wotanging  Ikche 

[Editorial  Comment:  It  is  an  honor  to  include  this  rebuttal  to  one 

of  last  week's  articles.  I had  actually  expected 
more  people  to  let  me  know  they  are  not  dead,  but 
so  far  this  is  the  only  one.  Debra's  words  are 
beautiful.  Maybe  hers  are  the  _only_  ones  needed.] 

Aquish,  Gary!  I am  one  of  those  Salinans  who  a person  who  wrote  into  your 
newsletter  says  is  extinct.  I'm  enclosing  the  header  of  the  article-- 
Now,  I know  it's  hard  for  you  to  check  up  on  everybody  who  sends  in 
material,  but  I can't  let  this  go  on.  As  one  of  the  indigenous  California 
tribes  who  are  trying  hard  to  get  our  Federal  recognition  restored,  I have 
to  say  that  these  types  of  articles,  although  well-intentioned,  only  add  to 
all  the  misconceptions  about  us.  It  makes  it  that  much  harder  for  us  to 
tell  the  government  that  we  are  still  here  when  other  Natives  (or  maybe 
even  non-Natives)  perpetuate  the  popular  misconceptions  of  average 
Californians  that  we  either  slid  off  into  the  ocean,  died  off  in  the 
plagues,  or  all  were  murdered  by  marauding  white  people.  We  haven't  died 
yet,  I'm  happy  to  say--we  have  survived  all  the  atrocities  that  the 
dominant  society  can  throw  at  us. 

We  still  laugh,  love,  and  live  in  the  land  which  has  sustained  us  for 
thousands  of  years. 

WE  ARE  NOT  EXTINCT! ! ! 

Please  put  this  in  your  newsletter-- 
Thanks, 

Debra  Krol 

Salinan  Nation  member 


Date:  Mon,  17  Apr  2000  16:18:25  EDT 
From:  CmptrCmutr@aol.com 
Sub j : Distribute  or  not. 

( Copy.  May  translate  to  other  languages.  Mail  overseas,  other  countries, 
mail  to  universities,  high  schools,  history  dept's,  foreign  students. 
Circulate  the  earth.) 

The  following  is  a partial  list  of  human  groups  that  laughed,  loved,  lived 
in  a land  for  which  they  had  great  respect.  Others  not  mentioned  here  were 
not  deemed  significant  enough  to  be  remembered  in  any  way  and  can  only  be 
listed  under  the  word  extinct.  Mass  graves  hidden  by  asphalt  and  concrete 
and  the  "Silent  Majority." 

CALIFORNIA: 

Achomawi,  Atsugewi,  Cahuilla,  Chemehuevi,  Chumashan,  Cocopas  (Copas), 
Diegueno,  Gabrieleno,  Hupa,  Kato,  Kern  River,  Laguna,  Luiseno,  Maidu 
Mechoopda,  Mattlole,  Miwok,  Porno,  Salinan,  Serrano,  Shasta,  Wailaki,  Wappo, 
Wintun,  Yani,  Yokuts,  Yuki. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Debra  Krol 
Project  Specialist 

Arizona  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs 
1400  W.  Washington,  Suite  300 
Phoenix,  Arizona  85007 
(602)  542-3123  (phone) 

(602)  542-3223  (fax) 

Check  out  our  new  Web  site- -www. indianaffairs . state. az . us 
Krol_Debra@pop . state. az. us  (new  e-mail--please  change  your  address  book!) 

— "RE:  Makah  Whale  Hunt  Linder  Way" 

Date:  Tue,  18  Apr  2000  17:06:58  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona. EDU 

Sub j : Makah  whale  hunt  under  way;  protester  boat  seized  (fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Monday,  April  17,  2000 

http: //www. Seattle -pi . com/local/whalww. shtml 

Makah  whale  hunt  under  way;  protester  boat  seized 
Monday,  April  17,  2000 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

NEAH  BAY  --  The  Makah  Whaling  Commission  issued  a permit  to  hunt  a whale 
to  the  Paul  Parker  family  this  morning,  and  the  Coast  Guard  arrested  two 
protesters  and  seized  their  23-foot  boat  before  noon. 

Five  families  have  been  preparing  to  hunt  as  the  spring  gray-whale 
migration  from  birthing  grounds  in  Mexico  to  feeding  grounds  off  Alaska 
gets  under  way,  commission  President  Keith  Johnson  said.  Protest  groups  -- 
mainly  Ocean  Defense  International  --  have  been  monitoring  the  area  by 
boat . 

"They've  seized  one  boat  already,"  Ben  Johnson,  chairman  of  the  Makah 
Tribal  Council,  said  in  confirming  the  Parker  family  canoes  were  on  the 
water . 

The  Coast  Guard  is  enforcing  a 500-yard  restriction  zone  around  the 
whale  hunt,  and  KIRO-TV  reported  that  the  seized  vessel  had  entered  the 
zone. 

A tribal  whaling  crew  took  the  Makah' s first  whale  in  70  years  last 
May  17. 

The  Makah  whaling  tradition  dates  back  thousands  of  years,  but  the  hunts 
stopped  in  the  1920s  as  commercial  whaling  decimated  populations.  When  the 
gray  whale  was  taken  off  the  Endangered  Species  List  in  1994,  the  tribe 
moved  to  resume  the  practice,  citing  whaling  rights  granted  under  their 
1855  treaty. 

In  1997,  the  effort  was  cleared  by  the  International  Whaling  Commission, 
which  allocated  the  Makah  20  whales  through  2004,  a maximum  of  five  per 


year. 

The  hunt,  supported  by  the  federal  government,  has  pitted  allies  of  the 
Makah  against  animal-conservation  activists. 

When  the  tribe  prepared  to  resume  the  hunts  in  late  1998,  conservation 
groups  staked  out  Neah  Bay  for  months,  hoping  to  protect  the  southbound 
fall  migration.  Several  protest  boats  also  were  seized  last  year  by  the 
Coast  Guard. 

c.2000  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE:  Oklahoma  Cherokees  to  Sell  Vehicle  Tags"  

Date:  Tue,  18  Apr  2000  09:32:46  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Oklahoma  Cherokees  to  sell  vehicle  tags 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

From  The  Oklahoman 

Cherokees  plan  to  sell  vehicle  tags 

04/17/2000 

By  Michael  McNutt 

Staff  Writer 

PAWFIUSKA  --  Pat  Ragsdale  has  a hunch  about  when  Oklahoma's  casual 
interest  in  tribes  issuing  vehicle  license  tags  will  change.  It  will 
happen  when  the  state's  largest  tribe,  the  Cherokees,  gets  into  the 
license  tag  business. 

State  officials  now  can  only  guess  how  many  tribes  are  issuing  their 
own  license  plates. 

Ragsdale  told  members  of  the  recently  formed  Oklahoma  Intertribal  Tax 
Association  last  week  that  the  Cherokee  tribal  council  is  committed  to 
start  selling  tribal  tags. 

Its  decision  will  affect  the  state  because  it  is  such  a large  tribe, 
said  Ragsdale,  governmental  services  communication  director  for  the 
Cherokee  tribe. 

About  half  of  the  200,000  members  of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  the  second- 
largest  in  the  nation,  live  in  Oklahoma. 

Ragsdale  said  tribal  officials  see  selling  car  tags  as  an  economic 
development  opportunity  by  providing  more  revenue  for  the  tribe.  Tribal 
members  for  some  time  have  been  requesting  the  tribe  to  issue  tags,  he 
said . 

The  tribe  does  not  want  to  harm  the  school  districts  in  the  14-  county 
boundaries  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  he  said.  About  90,000  tribal  members 
live  in  those  northeastern  counties,  and  the  students  in  most  of  those 
school  districts  are  predominantly  Indian,  he  said. 

Money  collected  for  state  tag  fees  is  shared  by  the  state  and  the 
school  districts  in  the  county  where  each  tag  is  bought.  Money  collected 
for  tribal  tags  goes  to  the  tribe.  Each  tribal  council  decides  how  the 
money  is  spent. 

Most  of  the  money  goes  to  tribal  educational  and  health  care  programs. 
Some  tribes  allocate  funds  to  non-Indian  community  services,  said  Mary 
Williams,  administrator  of  the  Osage  tribe's  tax  commission  and  president 
of  the  Oklahoma  Intertribal  Tax  Association. 

Of  the  state's  39  tribes,  15  are  selling  vehicle  tags,  Williams  said. 
Tribal  plates  can  be  issued  only  to  tribal  members,  and  the  tribal  tags 
only  can  go  on  vehicles  that  are  kept  in  the  jurisdictional  boundaries  of 
the  specific  tribe. 

Most  tribes  selling  their  own  tags  average  in  size  between  2,500  and 
3,000  members,  said  Barbara  Warner,  executive  director  of  the  state  Indian 
Affairs  Commission.  Some  are  smaller,  such  as  the  200-  member  Modoc  tribe. 

She  said  the  impact  on  state  revenue  is  minimal,  considering  that  fewer 
than  half  of  the  members  in  the  tribes  are  licensed  drivers. 

Not  every  tribal  member  buys  a tribal  plate,  though  in  most  cases  they 
are  cheaper  than  what  the  state  charges,  Warner  said.  Tags  can  be  bought 
only  at  tribal  headquarters  unlike  state  tags,  which  are  available  in 
every  county. 


Ragsdale  said  the  Cherokee  tribe  could  start  selling  tags,  but  first 
the  tribe  wants  to  explore  forming  a compact  with  the  state  to  avoid  any 
legal  or  jurisdictional  battles,  Ragsdale  said. 

Ragsdale  asked  other  tribes  to  consider  joining  the  Cherokees  to  draft 
a multitribal  compact.  It  would  be  a revenue-  sharing  package.  The  state 
would  get  a share  of  the  money  tribes  collect  from  tags. 

Most  of  the  29  Oklahoma  tribal  leaders  or  representatives  at  the 
meeting  at  Osage  headquarters  in  Pawhuska  were  reluctant  to  join.  Their 
biggest  concern  was  weakening  their  rights  as  sovereign  nations  provided 
under  federal  law.  Others  felt  that  provisions  in  any  state  agreement  with 
the  Cherokees  would  be  made  into  law  to  regulate  the  other  tribes. 

"Every  compact  we  enter  into,  we  lose  a little  bit  of  our  sovereignty," 
said  Paul  Spicer,  second  chief  of  the  Seneca-  Cayuga  tribe. 

Williams  said  the  Osage  tribe  wants  more  information. 

"We're  going  to  sit  back  and  listen,"  she  said.  "We're  not  really 
excited  about  having  a compact." 

Ragsdale  said  he  understood  the  hesitancy. 

"Whatever  we  do,  it  is  not  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  other  tribes, 
he  said.  "We're  not  trying  to  restrict  or  speak  for  other  Indian  tribes 
that  don't  want  to  be  involved  in  this." 

Gov.  Frank  Keating  has  expressed  an  interest  in  talking  with  tribes 
about  a revenue-  sharing  agreement  on  car  tag  sales.  Discussions  with  the 
Cherokees  about  a compact  with  the  state  are  in  very  early  stages,  said 
Dan  Mahoney,  a Keating  spokesman. 

Ragsdale  said  the  tribe  has  not  come  up  with  any  type  of  fee  schedule. 

A lot  depends  on  what  the  state  Legislature  does  on  measures  that  would 
reduce  car  tag  rates,  he  said. 

A compact  could  reduce  legal  issues  and  would  prevent  court  battles 
that  developed  with  other  tribal-state  conflicts  over  cigarettes,  gasoline 
and  gaming,  he  said. 

"Like  in  the  old  Indian  tradition  when  we  tried  to  settle  disputes 
before  going  to  war,  we're  trying  to  settle  disputes  before  going  to 
court,"  Rags-  dale  said. 

It's  undecided  what  percentage  the  state  would  get  from  the  sale  of 
each  tribal  tag,  but  Ragsdale  said  the  Cherokees  would  allocate  at  least 
35  percent  of  tag  sales  to  local  school  districts. 

It's  suggested  the  sale  of  the  Cherokee  tags  would  be  limited  to  within 
the  14-county  boundaries  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  he  said.  The  tags  would 
be  available  at  state  tag  agent  offices  in  those  counties.  That  would  be 
more  convenient  for  tribal  members  than  driving  to  tribal  headquarters  in 
Tahlequah,  Ragsdale  said. 

Another  advantage  is  that  the  tags  would  be  part  of  the  state  database 
system  so  Oklahoma  and  out-of-state  law  enforcement  officers  easily  can 
check  the  validity  of  tags,  Ragsdale  said. 

Motorists  with  Oklahoma  tribal  tags  find  themselves  in  difficult 
situations  when  they  are  pulled  over  while  traveling  out  of  state,  he  said 
Not  all  tribal  tags  are  entered  in  the  state's  data  system  that  it  shares 
with  other  states.  In  some  cases,  tribal  members  had  to  pay  fines  or  had 
their  cars  impounded  because  they  could  not  prove  ownership  of  their 
vehicles . 

The  state  would  also  get  information  on  Cherokee  tribal  tag 
registrations  and  when  those  tags  were  due  for  renewal,  Ragsdale  said. 
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Tribe  would  share  tag  money  with  schools 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 


c.  Tulsa  World 
4/20/00 

If  it  goes  into  the  car  tag  business,  the  Cherokee  Nation  will  earmark  a 
part  of  its  revenues  for  Oklahoma  public  schools.  Chief  Chad  Smith  said 
Tuesday. 

Smith  said  the  tribe's  bid  to  issue  its  own  car  tags  in  a compact  with 
the  state  is  a matter  of  sovereignty  and  not  profit. 

Oklahoma's  largest  Indian  tribe,  he  said,  will  continue  to  move  toward 
issuing  its  own  tags  even  if  the  state  Legislature  dramatically  lowers 
state  tag  costs. 

"We  believe  the  issuance  of  tags  is  an  exercise  of  our  sovereignty.  We 
believe  it  is  responsible  government  to  identify  the  legal  uncertainties 
involved  in  the  laws  of  issuing  tags,"  the  chief  of  the  tribe  of  more 
200,000  members  said. 

As  a first  step.  Smith  said,  the  tribe  wants  to  resolve  some  legal 
questions  before  issuing  tags. 

The  general  form  for  that,  he  said,  is  through  a compact  with  the  state 
similar  to  the  cigarette  and  motor  fuels  taxes. 

The  question  of  profit  for  the  tribe,  he  said,  "is  almost  a moot  point  if 
the  state  proceeds  with  reducing  their  tag  rates  to  $85  or  less." 

If  bills  in  the  state  Legislature  to  that  effect  become  reality,  he  said, 
"the  revenue  is  not  a big  issue  any  more." 

The  importance  for  the  Cherokee  Nation,  he  said,  would  be  "the  exercise 
of  sovereignty,  the  self-identification,  the  pride  of  showing  that  we  are 
part  of  a vibrant  tribal  republic." 

The  Cherokee  Nation  tribal  council,  he  said,  "has  made  the  commitment 
that  we  would  pay  the  schools  the  same  share  that  they  would  get  from  state 
tags. " 
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Muckleshoots  vow  to  save  Cedar  River  fish 
Contested  plan  for  water  to  advance 
Friday,  April  21,  2000 
By  NEIL  MOD IE 

SEATTLE  POST-INTELLIGENCER  REPORTER 

Local,  state  and  federal  politicians  today  will  sign  off  on  Seattle's 
much-contested  plan  to  protect  fish,  timber  and  wildlife  in  the  Cedar  River 
watershed,  the  region's  biggest  source  of  drinking  water. 

But  absent  from  the  document-signing  will  be  leaders  of  the  Muckleshoot 
Indian  Tribe  and  a number  of  environmental  organizations,  which  question 
whether  the  50-year  plan  will  leave  enough  water  in  the  river  to  aide 
threatened  salmon.  Some  of  the  groups  also  have  raised  other  issues. 

"The  tribe  is  not  going  to  stop  doing  whatever  it  must  to  ensure  that 
those  documents  do  provide  fish  protection,"  Alan  Stay,  a lawyer  for  the 
Muckleshoots,  warned  yesterday.  Fie  said  the  tribe's  options  include  a 
possible  lawsuit  to  block  necessary  federal  permits. 

Mayor  Paul  Schell  has  rounded  up  Gov.  Gary  Locke,  Rep.  Norm  Dicks, 
D-Wash.,  and  federal  officials  to  announce  the  plan's  approval  by  the  state 
and  by  two  crucial  federal  agencies,  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service 
and  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

The  sign-offs  by  the  two  agencies  will  allow  Seattle  to  continue  to 
operate  its  watershed  without  additional  Endangered  Species  Act 
restrictions  to  protect  threatened  Chinook  salmon  and  bull  trout. 

The  public  signing  ceremony  will  be  at  8:45  a.m.  at  the  Center  for  Wooden 
Boats  on  South  Lake  Union. 

The  city  has  yet  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  which  is  conducting  a biological  assessment  that  is  expected  to 
take  at  least  six  months. 


The  habitat  conservation  plan  would  preserve  90,500  acres  and  protect  83 
species  of  fish  and  wildlife  in  the  river  basin  that  supplies  water  to  60 
percent  of  the  1.3  million  water  customers  in  Seattle  and  its  suburbs. 

The  plan  includes  a variety  of  efforts,  mostly  in  the  next  10  years,  to 
restore  and  preserve  fish  and  wildlife  habitat  by  removing  old  logging 
roads,  improving  fish  passage  at  Landsburg  Dam  and  setting  minimum 
stream-flow  levels  for  salmon.  It  is  the  product  of  seven  years  of  studies 
and  tests  costing  $4.3  million. 

Seattle  Public  Utilities  Director  Diana  Gale  said  the  plan  has  been 
tweaked  since  the  City  Council's  approval  in  Duly  to  try  to  accommodate 
concerns  of  the  tribe  and  environmental  groups.  A number  of  environmental 
leaders  have  endorsed  it. 

"We've  increased  the  amount  of  money  we're  going  to  spend  on  Chinook 
studies.  And  we've  also  verbally  committed  to  have  a major  part  of  our  claim 
(to  Cedar  River  water  rights)  dedicated  to  fish,"  Gale  said.  The  city  has 
agreed  to  have  tribal  representatives  on  key  oversight  commissions. 

The  Muckleshoots  and  some  environmental  groups  have  criticized  the  city's 
insistence  that  it  is  setting  aside  enough  water  for  salmon  before  it  has 
conducted  further  studies  to  determine  how  much  water  the  salmon  need  for 
habitat  protection. 

King  County  Executive  Ron  Sims  has  strongly  backed  the  tribe's  position. 

He  angered  Schell  --  for  whom  the  habitat  plan  is  a showpiece  issue  --  by 
accompanying  Muckleshoot  officials  to  Washington,  D.C.,  in  late  December  to 
argue  the  tribe's  case  to  the  Clinton  administration. 

Gale  said  state  and  federal  biologists  "have  all  agreed  that  our  in-stream 
flows  are  sufficient  for  fish,  but  the  Muckleshoots  continue  to  argue  that 
we  ought  to  withdraw  more." 

Stay  said  the  tribe  believes  the  city's  proposed  minimum  stream  flows  are 
imprudent  without  more  research.  The  Muckleshoots  say  the  salmon  is  an 
important  religious  and  cultural  icon  for  the  tribe. 

However,  another  critic  of  the  city's  plan,  Katherine  Ransel  of  the 
conservation  group  American  Rivers,  said  she  was  encouraged  that  the  city 
has  promised  to  maintain  an  interim  cap  on  water  diversions  for  the  five  to 
10  years  needed  for  further  studies. 

P-I  reporter  Neil  Modie  can  be  reached  at  206-448-8321  or 
neilmodie@seattle-pi . com 
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Challengers  top  2 band  races  in  Chippewa  primaries 
Pat  Doyle 
c.  Star  Tribune 
April  20,  2000 

Longstanding  political  challengers  on  two  Minnesota  Chippewa  reservations 
finished  first  in  tribal  primary  elections  this  week,  setting  up  important 
runoff  elections  between  them  and  incumbents  in  two  months. 

At  Mille  Lacs,  Melanie  Benjamin  got  more  votes  than  prominent  tribal  chief 
executive  Marge  Anderson,  who  finished  second,  and  six  other  candidates, 
said  Gary  Frazer,  executive  director  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe. 

During  the  Mille  Lacs  campaign,  challengers  asked  whether  Anderson  had 
lost  touch  with  members  and  questioned  how  millions  of  dollars  in  profits 
from  the  tribe's  Grand  Casino  Mille  Lacs  and  Grand  Casino  Hinckley  were 
being  spent. 

At  White  Earth,  Doyle  Turner,  a minister,  finished  ahead  of  tribal 
chairman  Dohn  Buckanaga  and  three  other  candidates.  The  race  was  notable  in 
part  by  the  absence  of  Darrell  (Chip)  Wadena,  a tribal  chairman  for  two 


decades  before  he  was  convicted  on  corruption  charges.  White  Earth  officials 
barred  him  from  running  this  time. 

The  top  two  finishers  in  each  of  the  six  Chippewa  bands  qualified  for  the 
general  election  in  Dune. 

Turner  received  45  percent  of  the  White  Earth  vote  in  the  five-candidate 
race.  Buckanaga  won  37  percent. 

Benjamin  claimed  victory  with  42  percent  of  the  Mille  Lacs  vote,  and  said 
Anderson  received  33  percent,  with  the  other  candidates  splitting  the 
remainder.  The  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  did  not  immediately  release  vote 
totals  in  the  Mille  Lacs  race. 

Elsewhere,  Fond  du  Lac  tribal  chairman  Robert  (Sonny)  Peacock,  Leech  Lake 
chairman  Eli  Hunt  and  Bois  Forte  chairwoman  Doris  Isham  finished  first  in 
their  primaries.  The  Grand  Portage  Band  had  only  two  candidates  for  tribal 
chair,  so  it  did  not  have  a primary  contest. 

Government  accountability,  the  spending  of  casino  profits  and  reservation 
unemployment  became  issues  in  the  Mille  Lacs  race. 

Benjamin,  a former  band  administrator,  said  band  members  lack  information 
on  the  budget  and  casino  revenue  and  asserted  that  "a  lot  of  outsiders  make 
our  decisions  for  us." 

She  said  band  members  want  to  know:  "Is  there  enough  money  there  to 
provide  additional  money  for  per  caps?"  referring  to  regular  payments  to 
individuals  from  casino  profits.  Mille  Lacs  gives  band  members  $1,500  per 
person  yearly. 

Benjamin  and  another  challenger,  tribal  secretary-treasurer  Herb  Weyaus, 
who  finished  third,  said  they  couldn't  endorse  higher  payments  to  members 
until  they  know  for  sure  how  much  casino  money  exists  and  what  the 
reservation  needs. 

But  the  $1,500  payment  is  tiny  compared  with  the  estimated  $936,000 
received  yearly  by  each  member  of  the  Shakopee  Mdewakanton  Dakota,  owners  of 
Mystic  Lake  Casino  in  Prior  Lake.  Members  of  the  Prairie  Island  Dakota, 
owners  of  Treasure  Island  Casino  in  Redwing,  receive  an  estimated  $100,000 
apiece  annually. 

Those  bands  can  distribute  larger  shares  because  each  has  only  a few 
hundred  members,  compared  with  about  4,000  enrolled  in  Mille  Lacs.  Anderson 
has  said  that  the  reservation  needs  to  be  improved  before  more  money  can  be 
given  to  individuals. 

Linder  Anderson,  Mille  Lacs  has  run  one  of  the  largest  tribal  casino 
operations  in  the  nation,  using  profits  to  build  schools,  clinics  and 
other  public  works  on  the  reservation.  She  was  not  available  for  comment 
Wednesday. 

Weyaus  said  lack  of  accountability  is  a major  problem.  He  said  that  even 
though  his  job  deals  with  finances  of  the  Mille  Lacs  Band,  he  hasn't  been 
given  a precise  breakdown  on  how  a budget  he  put  at  $46  million  was  spent. 
Benjamin  also  said  Anderson's  government  hasn't  made  enough  progress  on 
reducing  unemployment  on  the  reservation. 
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Former  Eastern  Cherokee  chief  evades  taxes,  prison 

c.  AP 

4/20/00 

Ex-Eastern  Cherokee  chief  gets  house  arrest  term 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (AP)  --  The  former  principal  chief  of  the  Eastern  Band  of 
Cherokee  Indians  was  sentenced  this  week  to  six  months  of  house  arrest  and 
three  years  of  probation  for  tax  evasion. 

Federal  prosecutors  had  accused  Donathan  "Ed"  Taylor,  59,  of  taking  bribes 
and  tax  evasion  while  he  was  the  elected  leader  of  the  11,000-member 


tribe . 

Under  the  terms  of  his  plea  agreement  reached  in  April  1999,  Taylor  could 
have  been  sentenced  to  five  years  and  fined  $100,000  for  his  guilty  plea 
on  a single  count  of  income  tax  evasion. 

Taylor  avoided  prison  time  from  U.S.  District  ludge  Graham  Mullen  after 
the  judge  learned  about  Taylor's  health  problems,  which  include  diabetes  and 
hypertension.  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Ken  Bell  did  not  object  when  Mullen 
asked  him  for  a response. 

Taylor  declined  to  comment  as  he  left  the  federal  courthouse  Tuesday  with 
his  wife,  Cleo,  and  their  daughter,  Edith  Crowe.  Taylor  walked  with  a cane 
to  his  car. 

In  the  plea  agreement,  Taylor  admitted  that  he  should  have  paid  $47,895  in 
taxes  in  1994  on  income  of  more  than  $182,000.  He  and  his  wife  submitted  a 
joint  tax  return  that  year  stating  they  made  $71,930  and  owed  $15,199. 

The  government  dismissed  two  other  tax  evasion  counts.  Taylor  agreed  to 
pay  the  back  taxes. 

Federal  indictments  had  accused  Taylor  with  taking  bribes  during  1993  and 
1994  from  a woman  who  was  the  former  manager  of  a bingo  hall  on  the 
reservation.  Prosecutors  alleged  a total  of  $120,000  in  loans  from  the 
woman  to  the  Taylors  during  1993  and  1994  were  actually  bribes. 

Cleo  Taylor  is  charged  with  one  count  of  perjury  before  the  grand  jury 
in  connection  with  her  testimony  last  April  about  the  money.  The  perjury 
charge  against  her,  which  is  pending,  also  carries  a maximum  penalty  of 
five  years  in  prison  and  a $250,000  fine. 

Two  bribery  charges  against  Taylor  were  dismissed  because  a U.S.  Supreme 
Court  ruling  made  it  harder  to  convict  someone  of  giving  an  illegal 
gratuity  to  a federal  official,  said  Bell. 

Taylor  was  involved  in  tribal  politics  for  more  than  a quarter  century. 
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Wednesday,  19  April  2000 

Gorton  wants  Snake  River  dams  to  stay 

The  Associated  Press 

CASCADE  LOCKS,  Ore.  - Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash.,  renewed  his  promise 
yesterday  to  block  any  proposal  to  breach  four  lower  Snake  River  dams, 
saying  there  is  not  enough  scientific  evidence  to  prove  declining  salmon 
runs  would  benefit. 

"Removing  dams  simply  in  the  belief  that  salmon  might  survive  better 
lacks  common  sense  and  tangible  science,"  Gorton  said.  "As  long  as  I'm  a U. 
S.  senator,  no  proposal  to  breach  Snake  River  dams  will  pass  in  Congress." 

Gorton  was  invited  to  speak  at  a field  hearing  on  salmon  called  by  Sen. 
Gordon  Smith  of  Oregon,  a fellow  Republican,  whom  Gorton  praised  for  his 
support  for  alternatives  to  dam  breaching. 

But  Gorton  criticized  Gov.  Dohn  A.  Kitzhaber,  the  first  major  elected 
official  to  publicly  advocate  tearing  down  the  series  of  four  dams  in 
eastern  Washington. 

Breaching  advocates  argue  that  the  dams  turn  the  Snake  into  a series  of 
lakes  that  drown  spawning  habitat  and  make  it  tougher  for  young  salmon  to 
migrate  to  the  ocean.  Opponents  counter  that  breaching  would  wipe  out 
cheap  barge  service  for  wheat  and  woodchips  and  threaten  jobs  by  reducing 
the  supply  of  hydropower. 

Smith  was  less  critical,  but  asked  pointed  questions  of  a panel  of  10 
experts  on  salmon  policy  drawn  from  government,  industry,  labor,  tribal, 
conservation  and  trade  groups,  who  agreed  that  salmon  are  threatened  but 
disagreed  on  how  to  restore  them. 

Testimony  indicated  that  predators,  urban  and  rural  development, 
overfishings  and  ocean  conditions  all  contributed  to  salmon  declines. 
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Tribal  fishing  rights  claim  rejected 
By  Associated  Press,  4/14/2000  17:16 

BANGOR,  Maine  (AP)  The  attorney  general's  office  has  struck  down  the 
Passamaquoddy  Tribe's  claim  of  jurisdiction  over  some  large  lakes  and 
rivers  in  eastern  Washington  County. 

The  tribe  had  set  a $20  charge  for  a seven-day  Passamaquoddy  fishing 
license  or  $40  for  a seasonal  license  for  anglers  using  the  St.  Croix 
River  and  a variety  of  lakes  and  brooks. 

The  tribe  relied  in  part  on  a provision  in  Maine's  2000-2001  open  water 
fishing  regulations  in  setting  rules  for  those  water  bodies.  The  provision 
says  the  Maine  Indian  Tribal-State  Commission  has  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  fishing  on  any  pond  greater  than  10  acres  with  at  least  half  its 
shoreline  within  Indian  territory. 

It  also  covers  any  section  of  a river,  brook  or  stream  with  both  sides 
in  Indian  territory,  or  one  side  in  Indian  territory  for  a continuous  mile 
But  an  opinion  issued  Thursday,  signed  by  deputy  Attorney  General  Paul 
Stern,  found  that  the  Indian  Land  Claims  Settlement  Act  limits  tribes' 
exclusive  authority  over  fishing  to  ponds  smaller  than  10  acres  that  are 
wholly  within  Indian  territory. 

Fie  said  the  bodies  of  water  covered  in  the  Passamaquoddy  regulations  are 
greater  than  10  acres  and  not  completely  surrounded  by  Passamaquoddy 
shoreline. 

State  Sen.  Vinton  Cassidy,  R-Calais,  had  promised  to  seek  an  opinion 
from  the  attorney  general  following  protests  from  anglers  last  week. 

Stern  concluded  that  the  Maine  Indian  Tribal-State  Commission  has 
jurisdiction  over  fishing  if  the  water  bodies  have  a linear  shoreline  with 
at  least  half  in  Indian  territory. 

The  commission  oversees  and  reviews  the  effectiveness  of  the  Indian  Land 
Claims  Settlement  Act  and  other  laws  pertaining  to  tribal  matters. 

If  the  commission  fails  to  act,  the  state  inland  fisheries  commissioner 
has  jurisdiction  over  these  waters.  Stern  wrote. 

Former  Indian  Township  Gov.  John  Stevens,  a member  of  the  tribal  council 
said  the  tribe  would  review  the  opinion,  and  hoped  the  tribal  governor 
would  issue  a public  statement. 
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California's  Largest  Non-Gaming  Tribe  to  Vote  for  Tradition  Round  Valley 
Nation  Declares  Independence  A quiet  revolution  is  taking  place  in  the 


seven  Indian  Nation  Confederacy  of  the  Round  Valley  Nation,  in  a remote 
mountain  region  in  northern  California.  In  a move  that  has  thrown  an 
allegedly  corrupt  tribal  organization  into  chaos  and  stunned  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  officials.  Tribal  Elders  and  members  of  the  Round  Valley 
Nation  declared  Independence  on  February  16,  2000.  Grass  roots  peoples 
working  with  the  United  Native  Nations  are  leading  out  in  an  effort  to 
solve  poverty  and  social  problems  by  revitalizing  their  culture,  customs 
and  traditional  tribal  law. 

An  Incompetent,  Bungling  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

In  1989  US  Congress  investigators  uncovered  massive  fraud,  corruption 
and  mismanagement  of  funds  in  the  government's  administration  of  American 
Indian  affairs.  Prior  to  the  1990 's  eleven  attempts  to  reorganize  the  BIA 
in  ten  years  failed.  In  1999  billions  of  taxpayer  dollars  for  Indians  were 
reported,  "lost."  Indians  receive  approximately  .06c.  to  10c.  on  every 
dollar. 

The  New  Constitution 

Reached  for  comment  Interim  Tribal  Chair,  lanice  Freeman,  stated,  "Seven 
tribes  were  pushed  into  this  beautiful  valley  during  the  California  Indian 
Flolocaust.  We  are  convinced  that  our  future  is  found  in  our  past  - and  we 
are  about  putting  into  place  a government  that  truly  represents  everyone 
in  the  Round  Valley  Nation."  The  interim  tribal  council  has  set  a 
referendum  date  to  allow  the  Round  Valley  citizens  to  freely  express  their 
will  and  to  return  to  the  government  of  their  ancestors  based  upon 
traditional  tribal  law. 

Steve  Brown  points  out  that  women  in  all  communities  should  take  note  of 
what  is  happening  in  Round  Valley.  "The  constitution  has  sections  that 
honor  our  women  and  children  and  guarantees  them  broad  rights,  powers, 
privileges  and  protections.  That  is  our  tradition.  That  is  what  made  our 
nations  great." 

A portion  of  the  constitution  that  sparks  interest  deals  with  tribal 
membership.  "We  want  to  find  all  of  our  missing  children  regardless  of  age 
" Gene  Ray  commented.  "So  many  were  adopted  out  and  because  they  weren't 
on  government  lists,  they  have  been  deprived  of  their  heritage.  That's 
wrong.  That's  not  the  Indian  way.  Our  blood  is  our  blood." 

"Ballots  will  be  cast  for  three  days  under  the  eyes  of  International 
Observers  from  Alaska,  California,  Canada,  Chile,  Ecuador,  Mexico, 

Michigan  and  Nicaragua,"  reported  Rudy  A1  lames.  Sec.  General  of  the 
United  Native  Nations.  "Chiefs  and  Leaders  will  be  present  to  insure 
fairness,  safety,  accurate  tally  and  unbiased  reporting  to  the  world 
community  of  nations." 
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PUBLIC  SERVICE  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

To:  All  Radio  Stations  Contact:  Steve  Brown 

Press  and  Media  Ph:  707-983-9309  Fax:  707-983-6777 
Re:  Round  Valley  Referendum 

#1  California's  Largest  Non-Gaming  Tribe  to  Vote  for  Tradition 

There  is  great  excitement  in  Round  Valley  as  the  Seven  Indian  Tribes 
prepare  for  the  Traditional  Tribal  Government  Referendum  on  April  14,  15 
and  16.  Grass  roots  peoples  working  with  the  United  Native  Nations  are 
leading  out  in  an  effort  to  solve  poverty  and  social  problems  by 
revitalizing  their  culture,  customs  and  traditional  tribal  law. 

All  Sovereign  Indigenous  peoples  and  Native  Nations  from  the  Four 
Directions  of  the  Western  Flemisphere  are  invited  to  witness  the  referendum 
The  tribes  declared  independence  based  upon  the  traditional  tribal  law  of 
their  ancestors.  International  law.  United  Nations  Accords  and  certain  U. 
S.  statutes  foster  self-determination  of  tribes.  The  referendum  allows 
tribal  members  to  freely  express  their  will.  Leaders  of  Indigenous  Nations 
and  international  Organizations  from  Alaska,  California,  Canada,  Childe, 
Ecuador,  Mexico,  Michigan  and  Nicaragua  will  be  present  to  oversee  this 
historic  event. 

For  contact  information  and  absentee  ballots  call  707-983-6777. 


End . 


#2  Round  Valley  Nation  Declares  Independence 

A quiet  revolution  is  taking  place  in  the  seven  Indian  Nation 
Confederacy  of  the  Round  Valley  Nation,  in  a remote  mountain  region  in 
northern  California.  In  a move  that  has  thrown  an  allegedly  corrupt  tribal 
organization  into  chaos  and  stunned  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  officials. 
Tribal  Elders  and  members  of  the  Round  Valley  Nation  declared 
Independence  on  February  16,  2000. 

Grass  roots  peoples  working  with  the  United  Native  Nations  are  leading 
out  in  an  effort  to  solve  poverty  and  social  problems  by  revitalizing 
their  culture,  customs  and  traditional  tribal  law.  The  Seven  Indian  Tribes 
of  Round  Valley  will  vote  in  a Traditional  Tribal  Government  Referendum  on 
April  14,  15  and  16. 

For  contact  information  and  absentee  ballots  call  707-983-6777. 

End . 

#3  Tribe  to  Eliminate  An  Incompetent,  Bungling  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
In  1989  US  Congress  investigators  uncovered  massive  fraud,  corruption  and 
mismanagement  of  funds  in  the  government's  administration  of  American 
Indian  affairs.  Prior  to  the  1990 's  eleven  attempts  to  reorganize  the  BIA 
in  ten  years  failed.  In  1999  billions  of  taxpayer  dollars  for  Indians  were 
reported,  "lost."  Indians  receive  approximately  06c.  to  10c.  on  every 
dollar. 

Grass  roots  peoples  working  with  the  United  Native  Nations  are  leading 
out  in  an  effort  to  solve  poverty  and  social  problems  by  revitalizing 
their  culture,  customs  and  traditional  tribal  law.  The  Seven  Indian  Tribes 
of  Round  Valley  will  vote  in  a Traditional  Tribal  Government  Referendum  on 
April  14,  15  and  16. 

For  contact  information  and  absentee  ballots  call  707-983-6777. End. 
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Directions  to  Round  Valley. 

By  Car. 

Take  Flighway  101  past  Ukiah  and  twelve  miles  North  of  Willits  and  turn 
East  on  Hwy  162.  Travel  29  through  a spectacular  river  valley  and  hills 
and  mountains  miles  to  Round  Valley  and  Covelo. 

By  Air. 

There  is  a small  airport  at  Round  Valley  for  those  who  may  want  to  fly 
in.  Round  Valley  is  in  full  bloom  this  time  of  year  - a spectacular 
display  of  poppies,  lupines  and  other  wild  flowers  await  visitors. 
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[The  above  information  is  confirmed  by  call  this  morning  to  Steve  Brown. 

The  results  of  the  vote  on  two  issues  are  as  follows: 

total  of  231  ballots  cast  on  the  question  of  return  to  a traditional 

government  (7  were  absentee) 

215  voted  yes 
7 voted  no 

On  the  question  of  self  governance: 

214  voted  Yes 
17  voted  no 

The  message  from  Steve  to  other  nations  contemplating  return  to  traditions 
is  that  they  are  very  pleased  to  lend  assistance  as  needed,  that  others  may 
benefit  from  their  experiences  in  a return  to  traditional  government  in 
pride  of  our  identity  as  peoples.  This  assistance  is  freely  offered  in  the 
manner  of  tradition Ish] 

- "RE:  Natives  to  Get  Back  50,000  Acres  of  Alaska"  
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Natives  to  get  back  50,000  acres  in  Alaska 
By  DAVID  WHITNEY 

Scripps-McClatchy  Western  Service 
April  17,  2000 

WASHINGTON  - Seventy-one  years  after  Elim  Natives  lost  50,000  acres  of 
land  because  of  a presidential  action  to  help  white  fur  trappers, 
legislation  is  on  its  way  to  the  White  House  to  right  the  wrong. 

The  Senate  late  last  week  approved  a bill  to  grant  the  Elim  Native  Corp. 
50,000  acres  of  federal  land  north  of  its  300, 000-acre  estate  conveyed 
under  the  1971  Alaska  Native  Claims  Settlement  Act. 

Similar  legislation  cleared  the  House  in  November.  The  Interior 
Department  supports  the  measure  , and  President  Clinton  is  expected  to 
sign  it  into  law. 

The  Elim  corporation  had  been  asking  Congress  for  years  to  restore  the 
property  lopped  from  the  eastern  edge  of  its  former  reservation  by  a 1929 
order  signed  by  President  Hoover.  The  legislation  languished  until  the 
corporation  hired  a new  lawyer-lobbyist  last  year,  Roy  lones,  who  directed 
a search  of  government  archives  for  information  about  Hoover's  order. 

That  search  yielded  government  and  territorial  records  revealing  that 
commercial  fur  trappers  wanted  access  to  the  lands  and  argued  that  the 
Natives  didn't  need  the  property. 

"That  loss  of  land  from  the  original  reservation  has  become  a festering 
wound  to  the  people  of  Elim,"  Alaska  Sen.  Frank  Murkowski  said  in  a 
prepared  statement  Friday.  "It  needs  to  be  healed  through  the  restoration 
of  the  missing  land." 

Under  the  legislation,  Elim  will  have  an  opportunity  to  select  land 
acres  just  north  of  its  current  land  holdings  bordering  Norton  Bay.  The 
selection  area  includes  Tubutulik  River  and  Clear  Creek,  which  will  remain 
open  to  public  access  and  will  be  protected  by  300-foot  no-development 
buffers  on  each  side. 

The  corporation  has  also  agreed  that  it  will  not  commercially  log  any  of 
the  lands  and  will  allow  public  access  to  hot  springs  in  the  area. 


(Contact  David  Whitney  at  dwhitney@adn.com  or  at  the  Anchorage  Daily  News 
in  Alaska,  http://www.adn.com.) 

"RE : Phones  for  the  Rez's"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Apr  2000  19:44:07  -0400 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : phones  for  the  rez's 

Clinton  to  announce  plan  for  better  phone  service  for  American  Indians 
April  16,  2000 

PALO  ALTO,  California  (AP)  --To  speed  computer  access  and  improve 
telecommunications  for  American  Indians,  President  Clinton  will  announce  a 
plan  Monday  to  provide  basic  telephone  service  for  $1  a month  on 
reservations,  the  White  House  said  Sunday. 

Federal  Communications  Commission  Chairman  William  Kennard,  scheduled  to 
join  the  president  to  make  the  announcement  in  Shiprock,  New  Mexico,  said  he 
expects  the  plan  to  benefit  300,000  Indian  households. 

"It  is  disgraceful  that  we  have  a telephone  system  that  is  the  envy  of 
the  world,  but  basic  telecommunications  services  are  not  widely  enjoyed  by 
our  land's  oldest  people,"  Kennard  said  in  a statement. 

To  pay  for  the  program,  Kennard  said  he  will  propose  adding  $17  million 
to  an  existing  program  that  underwrites  phone  service  costs  for  low-income 
people.  That  amounts  to  a 3.5  percent  increase  in  funding  for  the  program. 
Long-distance  phone  companies,  which  pay  varied  subsidies  to  states  to 
assist  low-income  people,  would  ultimately  pay  the  additional  costs. 

Poor  American  Indian  households  already  qualify  for  a discount,  but 
Clinton  administration  officials  said  the  cost  is  still  too  high  for  many. 
Nearly  one-third  of  all  Indians  live  in  poverty,  compared  with  13  percent  of 


the  U.S.  population. 

Meanwhile,  Microsoft  Corp.  announced  Sunday  it  is  donating  more  than 
$2.7  million  in  software  and  cash  to  help  bridge  the  "digital  divide"  and 
economic  disparity  between  Indian  tribes  and  wealthier  segments  of  society. 

The  company  said  the  gift,  all  but  $200,000  it  in  software,  will  be 
divided  among  eight  tribal  colleges,  including  Dine  College  in  Shiprock. 

Only  22  percent  of  Navajo  Reservation  households  have  a phone  according 
to  the  1990  census.  Nationwide,  the  figure  is  an  estimated  56  percent  for 
Indian  reservation  households  but  94  percent  for  the  population  as  a whole, 
c.  Associated  Press 
Janet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 
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Clinton  To  Visit  Navajo  Community 
The  Associated  Press 
Apr  16  2000  12:56PM  ET 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (AP)  - At  Mesa  Elementary  School  in  far  northwest  New 
Mexico,  Navajo  children  line  up  to  use  the  few  computers  connected  to  the 
Internet.  Their  time  online  must  be  short  for  everyone  to  get  a chance. 

"The  Internet's  not  really  available  to  me,"  said  sixth-grader  Altie 
Altieyazzie . 

President  Clinton  was  scheduled  to  visit  the  youngster's  community  of 
Shiprock  on  Monday  as  part  of  his  New  Markets  Initiative  to  encourage 
economic  development  in  depressed  areas,  a tour  that  focuses  on  the 
so-called  "digital  divide"  that  is  leaving  minority  communities  like 
Altie 's  behind. 

Many  in  Shiprock  hope  Clinton's  presence  will  spotlight  conditions  on 
the  Navajo  reservation  that  have  kept  most  of  its  8,000  residents  from 
participating  in  the  Internet  information  age.  Poverty  and  the  extremely 
rural  nature  of  the  sprawling  reservation  mean  many  homes  don't  have 
telephone  connections,  let  alone  computers. 

"We  have  a lot  of  needs,  on  any  Native  American  reservation,  and  the 
Navajo  Reservation  is  the  same,"  said  sixth-grade  teacher  Fannie  L. 

Atcitty.  "We're  still  behind,  which  is  affecting  our  schools,  our 
students . " 

Officials  at  Mesa  Elementary  estimate  that  fewer  than  half  of  the 
families  with  children  who  attend  the  school  have  phone  lines  to  their 
homes,  a problem  for  emergencies  as  well  as  Internet  access. 

Altie,  12,  said  his  family  has  a phone  but  no  computer.  "For  some  people 
it's  probably  too  expensive,"  he  said. 

The  students  have  access  to  the  school's  computers  on  some  days  after 
classes,  but  many  have  long  bus  rides  home  and  can't  stay,  said  Principal 
Glojean  Todacheene. 

The  limited  time  they  get  in  school  on  the  computers  doesn't  allow  them 
to  get  comfortable  enough  to  be  considered  computer  literate,  Atcitty  said. 

"Every  child  should  be  computer  literate,"  she  said,  "but  it's  not 
really  happening  here." 

There  has  been  some  progress  over  the  past  few  months. 

Tachyon  Inc.,  a California-based  company  that  provides  wireless  Internet 
service,  gave  the  Lake  Valley  Navajo  School  a $30,000  satellite  system  last 
week  to  connect  the  school's  computers  to  the  Internet.  School  officials 
tried  accessing  the  Internet  by  telephone  line,  but  the  connection  was  so 
poor  it  took  as  long  as  40  minutes  to  find  a Web  site.  The  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  hopes  to  eventually  get  satellite  systems  to  all  remote 


schools  in  the  Navajo  Nation. 

A donation  earlier  this  year  from  the  Bill  and  Melinda  Gates  Foundation, 
started  by  the  founder  of  Microsoft,  created  a program  to  provide  grants 
for  computers  and  software  for  American  Indian  tribes  in  New  Mexico,  Arizona, 
Colorado  and  Utah. 

A computer  that  is  expected  to  be  delivered  to  the  Navajo  Nation's  Hogback 
chapter  in  August  will  be  used  by  everyone  from  elementary  school  students 
to  business  people,  said  Anita  Hayes,  community  services  coordinator  for  the 
chapter,  about  four  miles  east  of  Shiprock. 

Hayes  said  the  Internet  connection  will  provide  information  on  jobs, 
education  and  other  opportunities  to  members,  and  she  hopes  Clinton's 
visit  will  make  it  easier  to  get  grants  for  more  equipment. 

"There  are  a lot  of  reasons  to  have  this  access,"  she  said,  though  not 
everyone  is  racing  toward  the  Internet  age. 

"Among  the  elderly,  it's  foreign  to  them,"  Hayes  said.  "They're  not 
saying  too  much  about  it.  They're  just  observing,  watching  the  children." 

Clinton's  plans  Monday  including  speaking  at  Shiprock  Boys/Girls  Club, 
then  joining  an  evening  Webcast  at  Dine  Tribal  College  in  Shiprock  that  will 
involve  high  school  student  online  at  Lake  Valley  Navajo  School,  about  55 
miles  away. 


"RE : Quechan  Colorado  River  Claims"  

Date:  Sun,  16  Apr  2000  14:53:58  -0700  (PDT) 
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Sub j : Supremes  to  hear  Quechan  Indian  claims  to  Colorado  River  water 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Court  Sets  Arguments  in  Colorado  River  Dispute 
ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

WASHINGTON  --  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  will  hear  arguments  April  25  in  a 
Colorado  River  water-use  dispute  it  has  been  refereeing  intermittently 
since  1952.  At  issue  are  disputed  boundary  claims  and  related  water 
rights  that  have  an  impact  on  users  in  California  and  Arizona. 

The  justices  scheduled  an  April  25  argument  date  to  help  them  determine 
whether  some  25,000  acres  of  disputed  land  are  part  of  the  Fort  Yuma 
Indian  Reservation  in  California. 

If  so,  the  Quechan  Indian  Tribe  is  entitled  to  additional  allocations  of 
Colorado  River  water  each  year.  The  additional  water  could  come  from 
amounts  currently  allocated  for  non-Indian  users  in  California,  such  as 
the  Coachella  Valley  Water  District  and  the  Metropolitan  Water  District 
of  Southern  California. 

Although  the  case  began  when  Arizona  was  allowed  to  "sue"  California  in 
the  Supreme  Court  48  years  ago  without  first  having  to  litigate  in  a lower 
court,  the  two  states  now  are  on  the  same  side  of  the  dispute.  On  the 
other  side  are  the  Quechans  and  the  federal  government. 

The  Supreme  Court  can  invoke  its  "original"  jurisdiction  and  serve  as  a 
trial  court  for  certain  cases,  most  often  boundary  disputes  among  states. 

The  case's  latest  incarnation  dates  back  to  1989,  and  asks  the  justices 
to  decide  whether  the  tribe  and  the  federal  government  are  barred  from 
claiming  additional  water  rights. 

A court-appointed  special  master,  Frank  McGarr  of  Chicago,  has 
recommended  that  no  additional  water  rights  be  granted  for  the  Fort  Yuma 
reservation.  McGarr,  a retired  federal  judge,  also  recommended  that  the 
justices  ratify  settlements  on  water  use  for  the  Fort  Mojave  and  Colorado 
River  Indian  Reservations. 

The  case  is  Arizona  v.  California. 

"RE;  Canada's  Director  General  for  Land  Claims"  


Date:  Mon,  17  Apr  2000  07:48:02  -0300 
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It's  been  about  five  months  now  since  the  province  and  the  federal 
government  signed  an  agreement  with  the  Labrador  Innu.  The  November 
24th  agreement  is  supposed  to  allow  the  Innu  to  take  over  their 
schools,  policing  and  land  in  their  communities.  The  deal  came  in 
response  to  a rash  of  suicides  in  Sheshatshiu  last  fall.  But  since 
November  the  Innu  and  Ottawa  have  been  unable  to  agree  on  things, 
even  on  a way  to  implement  interim  powers  - Interview  with  "Greg 
Gould",  Director  General  of  Comprehensive  and  Major  Claims  for  Indian 
and  Northern  Affairs  Canada. 

Program:  09  CBC  Radio  Labrador  Morning  Show  Media:  CFGB-FM 
Anchor:  Don  Lockhart,  Cindy  Wall  Air  Time:  7:42:00  AM 

Duration:  6:43 

Cindy  Wall:  You  know  it's  been  about  five  months  now  since  the 
province  and  federal  government  signed  a historic  deal  with  the 
Labrador  Innu.  The  November  24th  agreement  is  supposed  to  allow  the 
Innu  to  take  over  their  schools,  policing  and  land  in  their 
communities.  The  deal  came  in  response  to  a rash  of  suicides  in 
Sheshatshiu  last  fall. 

Don  Lockhart:  But  since  November  the  Innu  and  Ottawa  have  been  unable 
to  agree  on  things.  Even  on  a way  to  implement  interim  powers.  Greg 
Gould  is  Director  General  of  Comprehensive  and  Major  Claims  for 
Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada.  Paul  Pigott  reached  him  in 
Ottawa  yesterday  and  asked  him  how  the  negotiations  are  progressing. 

Greg  Gould:  Work  is  proceeding  on  some  of  the  points.  We've 
established  an  office  in  Goose  Bay  now,  which  is  one  of  the  points  in 
the  agreement,  and  there  is  work  looking  at  facilitating  the  transfer 
of  the  lands  occupied  by  the  communities.  On  some  of  the  points 
there  have  been  different  approaches  proposed  for  implementing  the 
agreement  on  those  points  and  there  hasn't  been  agreement  between  the 
parties  yet  on  which  approach  to  take.  But  everybody  is  committed  to 
implementing  the  agreement. 

Paul  Pigott:  The  Innu  aren't  so  sure.  The  leaders  here  have  had  some 
very  strong  comments  to  make  about  your  department  seeming  to  back 
away  from  the  commitments  that  were  made  in  the  St.  John's  agreement. 
How  do  you  respond  to  that? 

Greg  Gould:  I think,  I can  certainly  say  our  commitment  is  there  to 
implement  this  agreement  but  there  are  differences  on  how  to  do  it. 

If  you  read  the  agreement  it  leaves  the  way  open  to  several  different 
approaches  or  for  implementing  some  parts  of  it.  As  I mentioned  we 
haven't  all  agreed  yet  on  which  is  the  best  approach. 

Paul  Pigott:  I think  this  idea  of  approach  is  not  going  to  ring  true 
for  people  in  the  communities  of  Davis  Inlet  and  Sheshatshiu.  They 
are  saying  this  is  an  emergency  situation.  Let's  just  talk 
specifically,  they  want  control  of  the  school  for  the  September 
school  year  2000  and  they  say  the  government  is  looking  at  it  and 
looking  at  different  approaches  and  you  know  when  they  hear  that  they 
feel  that  they  are  being  put  off. 

Greg  Gould:  Well  the  agreement  said  that  Canada  and  the  province 
would  work  together  with  the  Innu  to  transfer  control.  It  didn't 
give  any  dates  for  when  the  control  would  go  or  how  in  fact  the 
transfer  would  take  place.  And  you  have  to  realize  this  is  an 
interim  agreement,  it's  helped  to  put  things  in  place,  it  would  give 
them  more  control  until  we  finally  conclude  a self-government 
agreement . 

Paul  Pigott:  Well  let's  talk  specifically  about  the  point  I 


mentioned,  the  education,  teachers  I guess  that  work  in  the  Innu 
schools  right  now,  they  have  collective  agreements  and  so  on  and  so 
forth,  unless  they  get  something  soon  there  is  no  way  that  those 
teachers  can  be  turned  over  to  a new  private  school  board  before  the 
school  year  comes  up. 

Greg  Gould:  Well  as  I mentioned  we  have  to  reach  agreement  on  the 
approach  to  take  before  any  actions  can  be  taken  on  that.  No  one 
side  is  going  to  act  unilaterally  on  this.  So  we  are  working  to  get 
an  agreement  as  soon  as  possible. 

Paul  Pigott:  The  Innu  seem  to  feel  that  the  federal  government  in 
particular  has  been  dragging  their  feet  and  not  being  very  helpful  to 
make  this  happen  quickly. 

Greg  Gould:  Well  the  federal  government  has  put  forward  some  options 
for  doing  this.  They  haven't  been  acceptable,  but  things  that  would 
have  given  them  more  control  over  the  education  programs. 

Paul  Pigott:  What  options  are  those? 

Greg  Gould:  Well  I don't  want  to  talk  about  these  publicly,  these  are 
part  of  the  discussion  internally  between  the  Innu  and  Newfoundland 
and  Canada. 

Paul  Pigott:  Well  I understand  there  are  a few  options  they  can  look 
at,  a private  school  I guess  where  the  province  would  still  have 
jurisdiction,  a federal  private  school  where  there  would  still  be 
provincial  jurisdiction  but  it  would  apply  I guess  to  funding 
arrangements  by  the  federal  government  and  then  a Band  operated 
school.  What  option  is  the  federal  government  looking  at  offering  to 
the  Innu? 

Greg  Gould:  Well  I don't  want  to  get  into  these  negotiations  or 
discussions  in  the  media  on  these  things.  But  we  are  looking  at  . . . 

Paul  Pigott:  I'm  not  asking  you  to  negotiate,  I'm  just  asking  what 
options  is  the  federal  government  looking  at. 

Greg  Gould:  We've  been  looking  at  those  options  and  may  have  to  look 
at  others.  But  we  are  all  knuckling  down  and  trying  to  find  a way  to 
do  this  you  know  that's  reasonable,  that  can  be  done  efficiently  and 
it  will  lead  us  toward  the  eventual  self-government  down  the  road. 

Paul  Pigott:  What  would  you  say  is  the  main  problem  that's  slowing  this  down 

Greg  Gould:  Well  as  I mentioned  there  are  different  expectations  on 
the  parts  of  different  parties  and  expectations  that  in  some  cases 
may  go  beyond  the  actual  wording  of  the  agreement.  So  we  are  trying 
to  deal  with  this  through  discussions  and  work  it  out. 

Paul  Pigott:  This  agreement  came  about  I guess  because  of  an 
international  report  'Canada's  Tibet  - Killing  of  the  Innu',  is  it 
possible  this  agreement  was  signed  to  make  that  go  away  and  now  that 
when  it  comes  over  to  the  implementation  side  it's  been  a little  bit 
more  difficult  and  the  government  has  had  a lot  of  problems  with  the 
agreement  they  signed  last  fall? 

Greg  Gould:  Well  when  that  report  came  out  Canada  and  Newfoundland 
and  the  Innu  had  already  been  working  to  give  more  longer  term 
control  over  these  issues  to  the  Innu  through  self-government 
negotiations.  After  that  came  out  I think  there  was  an  announcement 
that  the  Premier  of  Newfoundland  about  things  he  was  prepared  to  do. 

Canada  responded  and  went  to  a meeting  with  Newfoundland  and  with  the 
Innu  and  in  the  course  of  kind  of  a daylong  session  there  this 


agreement  was  worked  out  among  the  parties  and  we  are  still  committed 
to  doing  it. 


Paul  Pigott:  But  in  order  to  do  some  of  the  things  in  this  agreement 
the  Innu  would  have  to  be  given  powers  that  other  First  Nations  I 
guess  have  under  the  Indian  Act  and  yet  your  minister  has  said  he  is 
not  prepared  to  give  the  Innu  Indian  Act  status,  he  says  that  is  a 
backward  step.  So  how  do  you  plan  to  implement  some  of  these  things? 

Greg  Gould:  Well  I mean  the  one  ...  I think  you  are  talking  more 
specifically  about  the  education  one,  which  is  one  of  six  points  in  . 


Paul  Pigott:  Well  the  land  transfer  as  well,  jurisdiction  the  Innu 
are  looking  for  to  try  and  ban  alcohol  from  the  community,  they  can't 
have  that  unless  they  have  a reservation  land.  There  is  a lot  of 
things  here  in  this  agreement  that  . . . 

Greg  Gould:  The  land  transfer  Paul  doesn't  depend  on  being  under  the 
Indian  Act.  Even  the  education,  there  are  ways  to  do  this,  you 
mentioned  a couple  when  you  laid  out  the  options  that  you  mentioned 
that  don't  involve  going  under  the  Indian  Act.  The  minister  is 
willing  to  look  at  that.  I think  he  told  Mr.  Penashue,  he's  looking 
certainly  at  the  options  you  mentioned  and  find  out  which  is  the  best 
way.  There  has  been  some  concern  in  the  past  about  moving  backwards, 
putting  groups  under  the  Indian  Act  when  really  the  whole  effort 
across  the  country  at  this  point  is  to  move  groups  into  a 
self-government.  But  there  wasn't  a sense  that  the  November  24th 
agreement  was  supposed  to  be  the  ultimate  self-government  agreement. 

In  fact  that  was  clearly  not  the  intent. 

Paul  Pigott:  The  Innu  are  saying  now  that  November  24th  agreement  has 
been  used  to  pressure  the  Innu  into  signing  a land  claims  agreement. 

Greg  Gould:  I don't  want  to  comment  on  things  they  may  have  said  in 
the  media  like  that.  The  point  here  was  that  we  are  trying  to  find 
options  you  know  as  they  move  toward  a self-government  agreement  that 
would  give  them  more  control. 

Paul  Pigott:  Well  thank  you  very  much  for  speaking  with  us  Mr.  Gould. 

Greg  Gould:  Okay  thanks  Paul. 

Cindy  Wall:  Greg  Gould  is  Director  General  of  Comprehensive  and  Major 
Claims  for  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada. 
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NCRSM,  AIM,  AND  THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  ARBITRATION  INSTITUTE  CLARIFY  POSITION 
ON  CHIEF  ILLINIWEK 

The  following  statement  is  presented  by  the  National  Coalition  Against 
Racism  on  Sports  and  the  Media,  the  American  Indian  Movement,  the  American 
Indian  Arbitration  Institute,  representatives  of  the  University  of  Illinois 


at  Urbana-Champaign , and  many  community  members  who  are  life  long  residents 
of  the  surrounding  area,  in  the  interest  of  clarifying  any  apparent 
confusion  that  may  have  arisen  during  the  Friday,  April  14,  2000  Intake 
Session  on  Chief  Illiniwek. 

Point  One:  Chief  Illiniwek  and  the  use  of  Native  American  symbols  and 

rituals  by  the  University  of  Illinois  embody  an  intolerable  form  of 
invidious  racial  discrimination  by  a public  institution  directed  toward 
Native  American  peoples.  Chief  Illiniwek  and  any  vestige  of  racial  imaging 
and  stereotyping  of  American  Indians  must  be  removed  from  the  University  of 
Illinois.  As  long  as  the  University  of  Illinois  chooses  as  a symbol  to  use 
a group  of  people  who  are  identifiable  by  their  culture,  ethnicity, 
religion,  national  origin  and  race,  there  will  be  a movement  to  deny  that 
activity. 

Point  Two:  We  strongly  support  immediate  action  to  establish  a Native 

American  Studies  Program  on  the  Urbana-Champaign  campus.  The  development 
of  said  Program  should  include  appropriate  start-up  and  recurring  funds 
needed  to  insure  the  successful  development  and  perpetuation  of  the 
Program.  Native  American  Scholars  and  students  should  be  identified  and 
enlisted  to  initiate  this  Program  without  further  delay. 

Point  Three:  Support  for  the  Universities  of  Illinois  to  establish,  fund, 

and  sustain  a Native  Studies  Program  is  just.  Further,  the  seventy-three 
plus  years  existence  of  Chief  Illiniwek  has  corrupted  and  poisoned 
conditions  in  the  community  and  campus  environment  for  Native  students.  As 
a result,  to  protect  said  Native  Studies  Program  from  backlash,  outside 
manipulation  and  financial  strong-arm  tactics  the  University  of  Illinois 
needs  to  establish  and  implement  a funding  campaign  to  privately  endow  said 
Native  Studies  Program. 

Point  Four:  Over  the  years  the  University  of  Illinois  has  benefited 

financially  from  Chief  Illiniwek  and  the  exploitation  of  Native  peoples' 
images.  In  order  to  offset  the  harm  done  the  University  of  Illinois  needs 
to  establish  and  implement  an  endowed  scholarship  fund  to  assist  enrolled 
American  Indian  tribal  members  and  their  direct  decedents. 

Point  Five:  Accomplishing  the  above  points  would  mark  the  beginning  of  a 

more  ethical  and  forthright  University  of  Illinois. 

Point  Six:  We  stand  in  full  support  of  the  unanimous  position  of  legal 

tribal  governments,  whose  resolutions  leave  no  room  for  arbitration  or 
mediation  regarding  the  demand  for  the  immediate  removal  of  Chief  Illiniwek 
as  mascot,  symbol  and  image  at  the  University  of  Illinois. 
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Our  sacred  Earth 

BY  LIZA  HOLTMEIER  Lincoln  Journal  Star 

http://www. journalstar.com/stories/lif/stox  (entire  story  at  this  Link) 
Toward  the  end  of  his  life,  Lakota  warrior  Crazy  Horse  had  a vision  that 
humankind  would  come  together  on  a field  void  of  vegetation. 

In  his  heart,  he  felt  it  would  take  a massive  destruction  of  the  Earth 
for  all  people  to  come  together,  said  Ken  Bordeaux,  a Teton  Sioux  Lakota 
and  Cheyenne  Indian. 

For  Bordeaux,  much  of  that  massive  destruction  is  already  in  sight. 

"Our  rivers  are  polluted.  Our  land  is  overmined.  We  are  milking  the 
Mother  Earth  dry,"  he  said. 

As  a Native  American,  Bordeaux  practices  a way  of  life  that  promotes  a 


harmony  with  the  environment  around  him.  A profound  respect  for  the  world 
and  all  of  its  creatures  lies  at  the  core  of  his  beliefs. 

Bordeaux,  whose  Indian  name  is  Three  Eagles,  is  not  alone  in  his 
spiritual  beliefs  concerning  the  Earth. 

While  the  ideas  of  conservation  and  environmentalism  may  have  entered 
the  public  consciousness  only  near  the  end  of  the  20th  century,  the 
environment  has  been  a focus  of  many  religions  for  ages.  Some  place 
ecological  concerns  at  the  center  of  their  belief  systems,  while  others 
incorporate  the  environment  into  broader  moral  principals. 

These  spiritual  beliefs  translate  into  an  everyday  pattern  of 
conservation,  where  believers  often  recycle,  practice  vegetarianism, 
conserve  energy  and  buy  earth-friendly  and  animal-friendly  products. 

Larry  Pelter,  a Zen  Buddhist,  said  respect  for  the  Earth  was  an  inherent 
part  of  Gaen  concepts  in  Buddhism. 

"Everything  in  nature  is  seen  as  other  beings,"  Pelter  said.  "We  should 
accord  them  the  same  treatment  we  give  to  ourselves  or  our  loved  ones." 
Buddhism  also  promotes  a cyclical  concept  of  life  that  can  be  tied  to 
environmentalism,  Pelter  said. 

"There's  an  idea  that  we  all  have  been  part  of  nature  in  one  way  or 
another  over  the  eons,"  Pelter  said.  "When  we  do  harm  to  nature  we  do  harm 
to  ourselves."  Wiccans  hold  a similar  belief,  positing  that  the 
repercussions  of  every  action  eventually  affects  the  actor.  Ecological 
issues  are  a key  component  of  their  faith. 

"We  view  the  environment  as  sacred,"  said  Dason  Blodgett-McDeavitt , high 
priest  and  president  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Grail.  "All  life  is  sacred, 
all  the  animals  and  the  plants,  down  to  the  air  and  the  dirt."  Wiccans 
see  themselves  as  part  of  a large  circle  of  life,  as  opposed  to  its 
center.  Rather  than  exercise  their  will  over  the  environment,  Wiccans 
desire  to  live  in  harmony  with  it. 

"We  would  much  rather  be  a part  of  what's  around  us,"  he  said.  "Creation 
is  all  around  us.  We  are  neither  lesser  nor  greater  than  any  other  part  of 
it."  For  Blodgett-McDeavitt  and  many  other  Wiccans,  these  ideas  manifest 
themselves  in  everyday  life. 

"When  it  comes  to  buying  things,  I have  to  decide  if  I'm  going  to  go 
with  a company  that  has  a history  of  being  ecologically  friendly  or  not," 
Blodgett-McDeavitt  said.  "I  have  to  look  to  see  if  they  have  policies  on 
animal  testing. 

"It's  not  just  a question  of  what  we  do  but  how  we  do  it,"  he  said. 

In  Dewish  tradition,  ecological  issues  first  appear  in  the  story  of  the 
Garden  of  Eden. 

"(Eden)  is  a symbol  of  the  world  as  the  way  God  intended  it  to  be,"  said 
Stanley  Rosenbaum,  the  rabbi  at  Tifereth  Israel  Synagogue.  "It  is  a world 
completely  at  peace  and  harmony,  where  humanity  is  part  of  the  garden." 
Rosenbaum  said  people  often  misinterpret  the  Bible  to  say  man  should 
subdue  the  Earth,  but  in  Hebrew  interpretation  humans  were  meant  to  be 
caretakers,  not  masters. 

"Protecting  and  stewardship  and  care-taking  are  at  the  heart  of  the 
Dewish  approach,"  he  said. 

Environmental  issues  also  come  into  play  in  Dewish  law,  which  forbids 
Dews  to  waste  or  destroy  unnecessarily. 

"You  take  only  as  needed,  in  a prudent  fashion,"  Rosenbaum  said.  "If  you 
use  it,  you  have  to  try  and  replenish  it.  You  have  to  maintain  a dynamic 
equilibrium."  Dews  also  have  a moral  obligation  to  help  repair  the  world 
and  are  forbidden  to  cause  undue  pain  to  animals.  If  possible.  Dews 
should  leave  the  world  in  a better  condition  than  they  found  it, 

Rosenbaum  said. 

"No  Dew  is  allowed  to  say,  "I  can  be  a spendthrift.  It  doesn't  matter  if 
there's  no  fresh  air  or  water  or  no  gas.  By  the  time  the  crunch  comes,  I'm 
not  going  to  be  around,'  " he  said.  "It's  immoral  to  say  that.  You  have  to 
be  concerned.  You  have  to  say,  "I  know  I'm  not  going  to  be  around,  but  I 
have  to  leave  behind  a place  that  is  better. ' " Catholics  have  a similar 
obligation  to  take  care  of  the  world. 

"The  Lord  said  we  are  the  stewards  of  creation,"  said  Father  Mark  Huber, 
diocesan  chancellor.  "Part  of  our  role  is  to  use  it  wisely."  This  idea  has 
received  greater  emphasis  as  environmental  issues  have  become  more 


pressing,  Huber  said. 

"Because  it  is  more  popular  in  the  worldly  culture,  it's  going  to  get 
more  attention  ...  in  people's  spiritual  lives,"  he  said. 

But  seeing  ecological  issues  as  spiritual  issues  is  not  some  sort  of  fad 
or  novelty.  These  moral  and  ethical  questions  affect  the  fate  of  humankind. 

Will  it  take  an  environmental  catastrophe  such  as  Crazy  Horse  predicted 
to  bring  people  together? 

For  Bordeaux,  the  answer  remains  to  be  seen. 

"Tomorrow  is  a question  mark,"  Bordeaux  said.  "We  know  where  we've  been. 
We  know  where  we  are.  Where  are  we  going?  Are  we  going  forward  on  the  good 
road  or  off  to  the  side  on  the  dark  road?" 

Liza  Holtmeier  can  be  reached  at  473-7254  or  featuresfaljournalstar . com 
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Update  from  Wednesday  on  MN  Wolf  Management  Plan 
Wolf  Friends: 

The  Wolf  Bill  passed  in  the  Legislature  on  Tuesday,  it  still  has  to  go 
through  the  senate,  that  could  be  today. 

Although  the  house  bill  says  no  wolf  hunting  or  trapping  for  five  years, 
we  know  that  once  the  wolf  is  delisted  the  State  of  Minnesota  can  do 
anything  it  wants  and  can  have  a wolf  hunting  season  in  one  year  or  two 
months.  This  State  has  always  wanted  Wolf  Hunting  as  a sport  and  a way 
to  bring  in  revenue  to  manage  the  wolf. 

Rep  Milbert  described  it  as  no  longer  being  the  SSS  bill  ( "Shoot, shovel 
and  shut  up  bill")  but  the  SOS  bill  ("Shoot  on  Sight"  bill)  ...  he  did 
not  support  it...  Rep  Loury  also  refers  to  it  as  SOS  bill. 

Article  below: 
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Published  Wednesday,  April  12,  2000 
House  passes  wolf-management  plan 
Bill  McAuliffe  / Star  Tribune 

A compromise  wolf -management  plan  that  doesn't  include  a hunting  season 
passed  Tuesday  in  the  House,  a key  step  toward  removing  the  animal  from 
the  federal  Endangered  Species  list. 

However,  the  plan  might  get  a rough  reception  in  the  Senate.  "It's  going 
down,"  said  Sen.  Gary  Laidig,  R-Stillwater,  who  sponsored  a more 
wolf-friendly  bill  this  year. 

The  measure  is  the  product  of  a conference  committee  that  addressed 
differences  between  the  Senate  bill  and  the  House's  version,  passed  last 
year,  that  included  a wolf  hunt  almost  immediately.  Now  each  body  only 
can  vote  yes  or  no  on  the  bill  without  amending  it.  Approval  by  the 
House  and  Senate  would  send  it  to  Gov.  Hesse  Ventura. 

A state  wolf -management  plan  is  being  sought  so  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  can  remove  the  wolf  from  the  Endangered  Species  list. 
Environmentalists  say  removing  the  wolf  from  the  list  would  prove  that 
the  Endangered  Species  Act  has  been  successful;  farm  and  livestock 
interests,  meanwhile,  are  seeking  to  ease  protections  for  wolves  that 
threaten  and  kill  livestock. 

Rep.  Tim  Finseth,  R-Angus,  who  sponsored  the  House  bill  last  year,  said 
the  conference  committee  measure  ought  to  meet  with  federal  approval  and 
also  should  stand  up  to  anticipated  lawsuits.  "We  have  to  take  a stand 
and  do  the  right  thing,"  he  said. 

"We've  got  to  get  the  wolf  de-listed,  and  that's  what  this  bill  does." 

The  conference  committee  measure  adheres  closely  to  a proposal  made  by 
the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  in  January.  It  would  divide  the 
state  into  two  wolf -management  zones.  In  the  south  and  western 
two-thirds  of  Minnesota,  landowners  could  shoot  wolves  "at  any  time"  to 
protect  livestock  or  pets.  In  the  northeastern  one-third  of  the  state, 
where  90  percent  of  Minnesota's  estimated  2,500  wolves  live,  the  wolf 


would  have  to  be  stalking,  attacking  on  killing  an  animal  before  it 
could  be  shot. 

Sen.  Becky  Lourey,  DFL-Kerrick,  whose  district  is  on  the  line  between 
the  two  zones,  is  critical  of  the  plan  because  it  creates  "two 
Minnesotas,"  and  areas  where  some  residents  can  shoot  wolves  and  their 
neighbors  can't.  Still,  she  called  the  bill  "a  balance." 

"The  agricultural  community  can  finally  have  some  tools  to  address 
depredatory  wolves,"  she  said. 

In  the  House,  Rep.  Phyllis  Kahn,  DFL-Minneapolis,  tried  to  send  the  bill 
back  to  conference  committee  to  remove  the  shot  "at  any  time"  provision. 
That  attempt  failed  by  a 72-57  vote;  the  bill  then  passed  78  to  53. 

Laidig  said  he  wants  more  information  from  the  DNR  before  bringing  the 
bill  to  the  Senate  floor,  which  could  be  today.  In  particular,  he  wants 
to  address  how  the  wolf  could  "go  from  the  Endangered  Species  list  one 
day  to  being  indiscriminately  shot  the  next." 

Copyright  2000  Star  Tribune.  All  rights  reserved 

"RE : Buffalo  Face  DOL  Spring  Insanity"  

Date:  Fri,  14  Apr  2000  10:39:30  -0600 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Buffalo  face  DOL  Spring  Insanity... 

* Brief  hi  from  the  Field!  DoL  out  in  full  force  harassing  buffalo 
(no  cows  due  in  area  for  months....) 

* Mother's  Day 

* Spring  Calf  (born  on  day  of  last  hazing)  Dies  Outside  West  Yellowstone 

* Banner  Hanging  Activists  Released  On  Their  Own  Recognizance 

* Department  of  Livestock  Hazes  30+  Buffalo;  Activist  Arrested 


Friends  of  the  Buffalo, 

Facing  our  most  hectic  week  of  the  year,  we've  faced  four  of  our 
friends  being  jailed  in  the  past  two  days  in  our  work  to  protect  the 
Yellowstone  buffalo  herd  and  make  their  plight  known  to  the  world. 

Even  as  I write,  the  radio  buzzes  with  transmissions  from  the  field. 

The  DOL  is  out  in  full  force,  hazing  more  than  30  buffalo  along 
Highway  191.  It  looks  as  though  they're  trying  to  chase  them  to  the 
capture  facility  at  Duck  Creek. 

Because  we're  so  busy,  and  we  need  to  get  this  out  to  you  today,  this 
week's  update  will  take  the  form  of  recent  press  releases,  including 
today ' s . 

Tuesday's  rally  in  Big  Sky  (see  press  release  & web  page),  in  which  a 
20x50  foot  banner  was  hung  from  a ten  story  building,  was  funded  entirely 
by  the  activists  who  organized  it. 

If  you  would  like  to  help,  please  send  a donation  care  of  the  Buffalo 
Field  Campaign  and  say  you  want  it  to  go  toward  reimbursement  for  the 
Big  Sky  action,  it  would  be  appreciated. 

Thanks  for  you  continued  support.  It  really  does  keep  us  going.  And 
remember  - if  any  of  you  can  make  it  out  to  work  with  us  before  May 
15th  - you'll  have  a warm  bed  and  good  meals  and  some  quality  time 
with  some  buffalo! 

For  the  Buffalo, 

Dan  Brister 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
(formerly  Buffalo  Nations) 

PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 

406-646-0070  phone 

406-646-0071  fax 

mailto : buff alo@wildrockies . org 

http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 


A Mother's  Day  and  Women's  Rally  is  being  planned  for  Thursday  May  11 
at  2:00  PM  in  front  of  the  DOL  building  in  Helena.  This  is  to  honor 
the  spirit  of  our  sister  buffalo  and  to  bring  attention  to  the 
tragedies  and  difficulties  they  face  each  spring  when  it  is  time  for 
their  calves  to  arrive.  Anyone  who  would  like  to  participate  is 
welcome.  Please  feel  free  to  contact  me  with  any  ideas  you  have  for 
activities  that  could  take  place  during  this  rally.  I would  like  to 
see  it  be  peaceful  and  respectful.  I plan  to  offer  up  a prayer  for 
the  buffalo.  Children  are  more  than  welcome. 

For  the  Buffalo. . . . 

Contact  Flo  for  more  info  at  mailto:fgardipee@hotmail.com 


Spring  Calf  Dies  Outside  West  Yellowstone 
April  9,  2000 

West  Yellowstone,  MT-  The  first  buffalo  calf  born  outside  the  west  boundary 
of  Yellowstone  National  Park  died  early  this  morning.  Buffalo  Field 
Campaign  (BFC)  volunteers,  on  their  early  morning  patrol  of  the  north  side 
of  the  Madison  River,  noticed  the  carcass  among  trees  where  the  calf  and 
its  mother  had  been  feeding  for  the  past  few  days. 

The  buffalo  was  born  during  the  early  hours  of  Thursday,  April  6,  just 
before  the  most  recent  hazing  operation  conducted  by  the  Montana  Department 
of  Livestock.  Using  cracker  barrel  shotguns  and  snowmobiles,  the  DOL  ran  a 
mixed  herd  of  fourteen  buffalo  more  than  two  miles  from  the  Gallatin 
National  Forest  to  the  park. 

BFC  volunteers  stood  between  the  DOL  and  the  calf  and  its  mother.  By  the 
DOL's  own  admission,  the  calf  was  too  young  to  move.  Since  Thursday,  BFC 
volunteers  have  noticed  its  deteriorating  condition. 

"The  DOL  say  they  are  ensuring  the  health  safety  of  livestock  and  citizens 
but  chasing  pregnant  females  around  makes  no  sense  even  from  a disease 
control  point  of  view,"  said  BFC  volunteer  Pete  Leusch,  who  was  first  to 
discover  the  dead  calf.  "Hazing  causes  unnecessary  stress  for  pregnant 
buffalo,  as  well  as  pregnant  elk  and  moose,  thereby  increasing  the  risk  of 
abortion,  the  very  condition  the  DOL  is  supposedly  concerned  about." 

There  were  several  pregnant  cows  in  the  herd  on  Thursday,  who  were  chased 
across  highway  191  and  over  a guardrail.  Buffalo  migrate  along  the  Madison 
every  Spring,  on  their  way  to  Horse  Butte,  a favorite  Spring  feeding  ground 
for  buffalo  as  well  as  elk,  moose,  grizzly  bear,  and  bald  eagle. 

There  are  no  cattle  on  these  National  Forest  lands  until  Dune  15. 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  volunteers  defend  the  buffalo  on  their  traditional 
habitat  and  advocate  for  their  protection.  BFC  is  the  only  group  working 
in  the  field  every  day  to  stop  the  slaughter  of  Yellowstone's  wild  buffalo. 


Banner  Hanging  Activists  Released  On  Their  Own  Recognizance 
April  12,  2000 

Big  Sky,  MT-  Early  this  morning,  three  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  (BFC) 
volunteers,  Dieka  Gericke  (27),  Tiffany  Brown  (22)  and  Robert  Zweifel  (30) 
were  released  on  their  own  recognizance  from  the  Virginia  City  jail  in 
Madison  County,  Montana.  Gericke  and  Brown  were  charged  with  criminal 
trespassing  and  obstruction  of  a peace  officer.  Zweifel  was  charged  with 
criminal  trespassing.  All  three  plead  not  guilty. 

The  two  women  were  arrested  yesterday  morning  at  the  Summit  Hotel  at  Big 
Sky  Mountain  Resort  after  hanging  a 20x50  foot  banner  off  the  10th  floor 
balcony.  The  enormous  banner  read  "Racicot's  Buffalo  Slaughter  Kills 
Tourism"  and  depicted  two  lavishly  painted  decapitated  buffalo  heads. 

The  women  were  protesting  Marc  Racicot's  continued  harassment  and 
slaughter  of  the  last  wild  and  free  roaming  buffalo  in  the  United  States. 
Protected  as  wildlife  inside  Yellowstone  National  Park,  buffalo  are  demoted 
to  livestock  when  they  enter  Montana  and  are  placed  under  management  of  the 
Montana  Department  of  Livestock. 

"What  has  Governor  Racicot  done  for  the  tourism  industry?  His  continued 
policy  of  harassing  and  killing  wild  buffalo  has  initiated  national 
boycotts  targeting  tourism  in  Montana  and  yet  he  says  he  wants  to  encourage 
growth  of  the  already  1.5  billion  dollar  a year  industry.  People  don't 
travel  to  Montana  to  see  dead  buffalo,  they  come  to  see  wildlife  and  world 


renowned  scenic  landscapes/'  said  Dieka  Gericke. 

The  huge  banner  was  hung  as  part  of  an  all-day  rally  organized  by  the 
Buffalo  Field  Campaign  (BFC)  to  call  attention  to  the  hypocrisy  of  Governor 
Racicot's  conflicting  stances  on  tourism  and  the  buffalo  who  draw  visitors 
to  the  region.  Activists  performed  guerrilla  street  theater  this  morning  at 
Ham,  including  a skit  illustrating  the  close  ties  between  Montana  Governor 
Racicot  and  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  agents.  An  11  foot-tall  Racicot 
killed  throngs  of  buffalo  while  a larger  than  life-sized  buffalo  skeleton 
paraded  outside  the  Big  Sky  Conference  Center  where  the  Governor  spoke. 

The  demonstration  was  held  outside  The  Governors  Conference  on  Tourism 
and  Recreation  that  took  place  Monday  and  Tuesday  at  Big  Sky.  The  Governor 
spoke  Tuesday  night  and  made  no  defense  of  his  continued  slaughter  of  our 
national  heritage,  the  last  wild  and  free  roaming  buffalo. 

Lt.  Governor  Dudy  Martz,  a front-runner  for  the  Governor's  seat  said, 
"Montana  has  not  shot  or  put  down  a buffalo  in  two  years.  We  do  not  like 
to  put  down  these  majestic  animals=8Abut  in  fact  we  cannot  let  them  destroy 
our  number  one  industry  [the  livestock  industry]." 

In  fact,  the  State  of  Montana  slaughtered  nearly  one  hundred  bison  just  a 
year  ago. 

Dim  Coefield,  Ecosystem  Defense  Specialist  for  the  Missoula  based  Ecology 
Center,  criticized  Martz  statements:  "Where  was  Dudy  last  year  when  all  the 
buffalo  were  being  slaughtered?  Eliding  in  Marc  Racicot's  shadow? 

Obviously  she  is  too  out  of  touch  with  wildlife  issues  to  be  a serious 
candidate  for  governor.  Elere  she  is  at  a tourism  conference  that  is  trying 
to  build  on  and  promote  the  billion  and  a half  dollar  tourist  economy  and 
all  she  can  do  is  spout  19th  century  propaganda  lauding  the  cattle 
industry. " 

"Actions  yesterday  were  committed  to  challenge  citizens  and  politicians 
throughout  the  U.S.  to  hold  Racicot  responsible  for  his  unscientifically 
based  slaughter  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  (YNP)  buffalo.  We  hope  to 
spread  awareness  of  Governor  Racicot's  slaughter  of  more  than  2,000  buffalo 
in  the  past  eight  years.  As  a possible  candidate  for  Vice  President  or  a 
cabinet  position,  is  Governor  Racicot  someone  we  would  want  to  manage 
public  lands  and  wildlife  when  he  has  only  demonstrated  his  kowtowing  to 
the  Montana  cattle  industry?"  stated  Tiffany  Brown. 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  volunteers  defend  the  buffalo  on  their  traditional 
winter  habitat  and  advocate  for  their  protection.  Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
is  the  only  group  working  in  the  field  everyday  to  stop  the  slaughter  of 
Yellowstone's  wild  buffalo. 


Department  of  Livestock  Elazes  30+  Buffalo;  Activist  Arrested 
April  13,  2000 

West  Yellowstone,  MT--The  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  hazed  more 
than  30  bison  today  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  chase  the  animals  into 
Yellowstone  National  Park.  In  a rash  of  separate  hazing  operations,  DOL 
agents  fired  cracker  barrel  rounds  from  snowmobiles  and  four-wheeled  ATVs 
as  they  pursued  the  bison. 

A lone  bull  who  has  been  grazing  near  the  Duck  Creek  capture  facility 
since  December  was  subjected  to  his  second  hazing  operation  in  three  weeks. 
DOL  agents  on  snowmobiles  chased  the  bull  a few  hundred  yards  into 
Yellowstone,  committing  multiple  violations  of  park  closures.  This  area  of 
the  park  is  closed  to  all  human  use  at  present  to  protect  sensitive  grizzly 
bear  habitat,  and  is  closed  at  all  times  to  motorized  use.  Fresh  grizzly 
tracks  were  observed  in  the  immediate  area  as  recently  as  Tuesday. 

BFC  volunteer  Alan  Ramos  was  arrested  this  afternoon  on  two  counts  of 
obstruction  for  attempting  to  slow  approaching  vehicles  as  the  DOL  hazed  30 
bison  along  Elighway  191  toward  the  Duck  Creek  trap.  The  agents  made  no 
attempt  to  warn  oncoming  traffic.  BFC  video  footage  documenting  the  arrest 
was  confiscated  by  Gallatin  County  Sheriff's  Deputy  Rob  Burns.  Ramos  was 
released  on  $340  bail. 

"Today's  events  are  further  proof  of  the  futility  of  hazing  as  a 
management  tool,"  said  Emily  Kodama,  a volunteer  with  the  field  campaign. 

A week  ago  the  DOL  hazed  14  buffalo  back  into  Yellowstone,  yet  today  there 
are  nearly  three  times  that  number  outside  the  park. 

Marcus  Baker,  who  was  present  during  the  operation,  further  observed. 


"When  they  started  hazing  this  morning  there  were  eight  bison  outside  the 
park.  Now,  after  the  operation,  there  are  more  than  40.  It  makes  you 
wonder  about  the  effectiveness  of  their  operations." 

It  appeared  the  DOL  intended  to  haze  the  bison  into  the  Duck  Creek  trap, 
despite  recent  assurances  from  Rob  Tierney,  DOL's  director  of  bison 
management,  that  this  season's  actions  would  be  restricted  to  hazing  only. 

Tierney's  actions  are  the  latest  in  a series  of  official  misrepresentations 
of  the  state's  buffalo  management  policies.  At  the  Governor's  Conference 
on  Tourism  held  in  Big  Sky  on  Tuesday,  Montana's  Lt.  Governor  ludy  Martz 
made  the  blatantly  false  statement  that,  "Montana  has  not  shot  or  put  down 
a buffalo  in  2 years.  We  do  not  like  to  put  down  these  majestic 
animals ...  but  in  fact  we  cannot  let  them  destroy  our  number  one  industry 
(the  livestock  industry)."  In  fact,  96  buffalo  were  killed  by  the  state  of 
Montana  last  winter  alone.  Martz  is  the  Republican  front-runner  for 
Governor  Racicot's  position. 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign  volunteers  defend  the  buffalo  on  their  traditional 
habitat  and  advocate  for  their  protection.  BFC  is  the  only  group  working 
in  the  field  every  day  to  stop  the  slaughter  of  Yellowstone's  wild  buffalo. 


4/14/00  is  the  last  push  deadline  for  the  sign  on  to  the  National 
buffalo  petition  so  we  can  present  it  during  the  Week  of  Action- 
Please  pass  the  URL  on  to  friends,  family,  press  and  newsgroups  so 
that  folks  can  get  signed  on!! 
http: //www.wildrockies .org/buffpet/ 

Thanks! 

for  the  earth! 


Schedule  a showing  of  the  Buffalo  Compilation  Video  in  your 
community,  for  more  info:  mailto:cmcr@wildrockies.org 
Let  us  know  at  mailto:BFC-media@wildrockies.org  if  you  will  be 
showing  it  in  your  community  during  the  National  Week  of  Action  in 
April!  Let  us  know  about  any  prayer  ceremonies  or  demos  that  are 
planned  also!  Thanks! 

- — "RE:  Manybeads  Case  Ruling"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Apr  2000  09:38:12  -0700 

From:  CanUCee@aol.com 

Sub j : Manybeads  case  ruling 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rticles/0419WST--DISSIDE . html 

Court  Says  Navajos  Can't  Sue  Over  Law  That  Divided  Land 
Associated  Press 
Apr.  19,  2000 

SAN  FRANCISCO  - Navajos  who  objected  to  a law  that  led  to  the  division  of 
Arizona  tribal  land  between  Flopis  and  Navajos  can't  sue  in  federal  court, 
an  appellate  panel  ruled  Tuesday. 

The  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  refused  to  rule  on  a claim  by  the 
dissident  Navajos  that  moving  them  off  their  ancestral  land  violated  their 
freedom  of  religion.  Instead,  the  court  said  the  suit  could  not  proceed 
without  the  participation  of  the  Hopi  Tribe,  which  cannot  be  sued  in 
federal  court  without  its  consent. 

The  Hopis'  participation  is  essential  because  overturning  the  1974 
federal  law  would  undo  their  agreements  with  the  Navajo  Nation  and  the 
federal  government  that  resolved  the  land  dispute  between  the  tribes, 
provided  federal  funds  to  the  Hopis  and  achieved  "peaceful  relations 
between  the  two  Indian  sovereigns,"  the  court  said. 

One  of  the  agreements  provided  free  75-year  leases  and  grazing  and 
farming  rights  to  Navajos  living  on  land  awarded  to  the  Hopis,  including 
those  who  filed  the  suit  before  the  appeals  court.  They  accepted  the 
leases  but  are  unhappy  with  the  lack  of  permanent  land  rights  and  the 
requirement  to  live  under  Hopi  governance,  said  their  lawyer,  Lee 
Phillips . 


He  said  there  were  49  original  plaintiffs,  some  of  whom  have  since  died, 
and  another  20  who  joined  after  the  suit  was  filed  12  years  ago.  Most  are 
sheepherders . 

Some  Navajo  households,  whose  numbers  are  in  dispute,  have  rejected  the 
leases,  dropped  out  of  the  lawsuit  and  face  eviction  by  federal 
authorities.  Phillips  said  he  was  hoping  to  reach  an  agreement  that  would 
let  them  remain,  but  would  fight  the  evictions  in  court  if  necessary. 

The  1974  law  led  to  court  rulings  that  divided  the  disputed  land  between 
the  two  tribes  in  northeastern  Arizona  and  provided  for  relocation  of 
tribal  members  living  on  each  others'  land. 

Navajos  who  objected  to  relocation  and  to  federal  restrictions  on 
construction  and  grazing  filed  suit  in  1988.  The  appeals  court  ordered 
mediation  three  years  later,  leading  to  the  75-year  lease  agreement,  which 
Congress  ratified  in  1996. 

That  was  the  end  of  the  case,  the  appeals  court  said,  because  judges 
cannot  undo  both  agreements  without  the  Hopis'  participation,  Judge  John 
Noonan  wrote  the  3-0  ruling,  which  rejected  arguments  by  the  federal 
government  as  well  as  the  individual  Navajos  that  the  suit  should  be 
allowed  to  proceed. 

Tim  Atkeson,  a lawyer  for  the  Hopi  Tribe,  said  the  ruling  recognized 
that  the  resolution  was  a compromise. 

"They  (the  dissidents)  lost  in  the  political  process  but  they  were  not 
cut  off  from  it,"  he  said.  "They  were  in  all  the  negotiations, 
participated  in  all  the  dealings  with  Congress  . . . and  their  tribe 
represented  them." 

But  Phillips  said  the  Hopis,  too,  had  taken  part  in  all  the  proceedings 
and  "reaped  all  the  benefits  of  the  process"  before  invoking  their  right 
not  to  be  sued. 

The  case  is  Manybeads  vs.  United  States,  90-15003. 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 
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To  Unsubscribe:  BIGMTLIST-unsubscribe@onelist.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

"RE : Desecration  of  Ojibwa  Sweat  Lodge"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Apr  2000  13:45:42  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  brockconway@webtv.net  (Brock  Conway) 

Sub j : Desecration  of  Ojibwa  Sweat  Lodge 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

To  American  Indians  throughout  the  western  hemisphere: 

Desecration  of  Ojibwa  Sweat  Lodge  in  Great  Falls,  Montana  is  derived 
from  generations  of  stripping  away  of  rights  of  Ojibwa  people  who 
maintained  natural  balance  of  harmony  with  Creator'  s law  since  the 
beginning. 

The  Sweat  Lodge  is  located  on  land  that  should  but  is  not  under  trust 
protection.  Those  guilty  of  desecration  are  descendants  of  the  Little 
Shell  Band,  themselves  petitioning  for  recognition  by  the  federal 
government.  This  immoral  act  of  cultural  bigotry  and  religious  hatred 
is  the  latest  of  a long  sought  at  attempts  to  frustrate  the  sovereignty 
of  traditional  Ojibwa  people  in  Montana.  The  land  was  wrongly  taxed  and 
seized  over  the  course  of  two  generations  in  Cascade  County,  Montana. 

While  we  are  not  recognized  as  being  aboriginal  sovereigns  to  this  area 
of  the  continent,  oral  history  tells  of  the  Ojibwa  people  being  very 
familiar  with  the  plains  of  Montana  prior  to  white  intervention  on  this 
land . 

To  help  the  non  federally  recognized  descendants  of  the  original  Rocky 
Boy  and  Bald  Eagle  Ojibwa  Bands,  contact  Senator  Conrad  Burns,  Senator 


Max  Baucus  and  Congressman  Rick  Hill  asking  for  a bill  to  open  a venue 
for  the  descendants  in  the  U.S.  Court  of  Claims:  this  would  resolve 
several  issues:  1)  outstanding  land  claims,  2)  restoration  of 
recognition,  3)  mitigation  of  unresolved  trust  issues  with  the  federal 
government . 

Your  support  is  needed:  contact  person  for  more  information: 

Melinda  Gopher,  Bald  Eagle  Ojibwa  Band 

P.0.  Box  601 

Great  Falls,  MT  59403 

406/761-8546 

brockconway@webtv.net 

"RE : New  York  Counties  Cancel  Police  Pact  with  Oneidas"  

Date:  Tue,  18  Apr  2000  09:22:25  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : New  York  Counties  Cancel  Police  Pact  with  Oneidas 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Counties  cancel  police  pact  with  Oneida  Indians 

UTICA,  N.Y.  (AP)  --  Catering  to  public  desire,  two  counties  are  ending 
the  nearly  6-year-old  agreement  that  allows  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation 
tribal  police  to  act  as  deputies. 

Oneida  County  Sheriff  Dan  Middaugh  and  Madison  County  Sheriff  Ron  Cary 
denied  Monday  that  the  decision  was  in  response  to  the  collapse  of  land 
claim  negotiations  with  the  Oneidas  or  any  specific  incidents. 

Instead,  Middaugh  said,  the  sheriffs  were  responding  to  area  residents 
and  local  lawmakers,  who  have  become  increasingly  critical  in  recent 
months  of  the  arrangement  that  has  been  in  effect  since  1994. 

The  sheriffs  said  the  agreement  had  been  under  review  for  several  months 
but  a decision  was  put  on  hold  at  the  request  of  a federal  settlement 
master  while  negotiations  were  continuing. 

"From  public  policy,  it  is  obvious  the  area  people  want  it  this  way," 
Middaugh  said. 

Despite  cancellation  of  the  agreement,  the  40-member  tribal  police  force 
remains  empowered  to  enforce  tribal  law  and  will  continue  to  function, 
said  Mark  Emery,  a nation  spokesman. 

"It's  no  big  deal  from  our  standpoint,"  Emery  said.  "It  doesn't  really 
affect  us.  They  will  be  doing  everything  they  were  doing  before  except  the 
part  that  was  saving  the  counties  money. 

"They  are  still  going  to  be  police  officers.  They  are  still  going  to  be 
tribal  police.  They  are  still  special  deputy  officers  under  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  on  the  federal  level,"  Emery  said. 

"What  has  happened  here  is  primarily  politics  over  land  claims,"  Emery 
said . 

"We  question  the  seriousness  of  the  counties  willingness  to  go  back  to 
the  negotiating  tables  when  they  commit  such  a hostile  act,"  he  said, 
referring  to  overtures  last  week  from  county  leaders  about  renewed 
interest  in  resuming  negotiations. 

The  accord  began  as  an  experimental  arrangement.  The  nation's  police 
force's  primary  responsibility  is  patrolling  the  Oneida's  Turning  Stone 
casino  complex,  which  attracts  4 million  visitors  a year.  However,  some 
residents  have  accused  the  Oneida  Nation  police  of  harassing  people  who  do 
not  agree  with  the  Oneidas'  leadership,  although  those  allegations  have 
gone  unproven. 

The  nation  police  force  consists  mostly  of  retired  state  troopers  and 
sheriff's  deputies. 

Last  week,  the  legislatures  of  both  counties  passed  resolutions  urging 
termination  of  the  police  pact.  On  Friday,  the  sheriffs  said  they  met  with 
a lawyer  for  the  Oneida  Nation,  district  attorneys  from  both  counties  and 
U.S.  Dustice  Department  officials. 

Both  sheriffs  acknowledged  that  canceling  the  accord  will  place  a 
greater  burden  on  their  forces.  For  now,  deputy  patrols  will  be  reassigned 
or  put  on  overtime,  they  said.  State  police  also  promised  to  fill  some  of 


the  coverage  gaps. 

Emery  said  nation  police  handled  approximately  300  calls  a year  in 
Madison  County  and  more  than  1,200  yearly  in  Oneida  County. 

Nation  police  will  still  be  allowed  to  respond  to  calls  although  they 
can  no  longer  investigate  state  crimes.  They  no  longer  have  arrest  powers, 
but  they  will  be  able  to  detain  suspects  until  the  proper  authority 
arrives . 

Copyright  c.  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : FBI  Launches  Renewed  Misinformation  Campaign"  

Date:  Sat,  22  Apr  2000  16:56:26  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : FBI  launches  renewed  misinformation  campaign 
Dear  Friends, 

The  FBI  has  now  launched  another  misinformation  campaign  against  Leonard 
Peltier  who  they  fear  will  be  granted  clemency  this  year.  According  to  the 
Milwaukee  Dournal  Sentinel,  they  are  sending  letters  like  the  one  submitted 
to  their  paper,  to  others  across  the  US.  . . .again. 

The  Sentinel  printed  the  FBI's  letter,  along  with  an  article  which  was 
Very  slanted  toward  the  FBI's  point  of  view.  But,  they  did  another  article 
today  covering  the  story  more  fairly.  They  also  printed  a letter  to  the 
editor  rebutting  the  FBI. 

Let's  not  wait  for  the  FBI's  letters  to  be  printed  in  our  local  papers 
before  voicing  our  opposition  to  Leonard  Peltier's  imprisonment.  Submit  a 
letter  to  the  editor  to  your  local  paper,  and  if  there  is  a group  of  people 
willing  to  sign  on  and/or  if  there  are  respected  community,  church,  or  human 
rights  leaders  locally  who  want  to  sign  on,  then  that's  even  better.  But, 
make  it  fast  and  if  you  can,  hand  deliver  the  letter  to  the  paper  at  the 
beginning  of  next  week. 

Letters  to  the  Editor  should  be  concise  and  to  the  point  - no  longer  than 
two  pages,  preferably  a page  and  1/2.  We  will  post  a letter  which  we  will 
submit  to  our  local  papers  as  an  example,  but  everyone  is  encouraged  to 
write  their  own. 

The  FBI  is  responsible  for  using  misconduct  to  gain  Leonard's  conviction. 
Now  they  are  using  misconduct  again  to  keep  him  from  receiving  long  overdue 
justice.  Tax  payer  dollars  put  to  good  use  once  again,  huh?  Let's  not 
allow  them  to  be  successful  this  time. 

If  your  letter  is  printed,  please  send  us  a copy.  Thanks  a lot! 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE;  Vote  for  the  One  Innocent  Candidate"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Apr  2000  22:20:30  EDT 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Sub j : Vote  for  the  One  Innocent  Candidate  in  Presidential  Election  2000! 

PUH-LEEZE!  POST  THIS  MESSAGE  TO  ALL  YOU  KNOW!!  THANKS!  /Harvey  Arden, 

on  Leonard's  behalf 

Make  your  vote  a Flaming  Arrow... 

Write-in  Leonard  Peltier  for  President!! 

++++++++++++++++++++ 

Become  an  Army  of  One! 

Exercise  your  Conscience  by  exercising  your  Vote! 


Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  on  your  Ballot  in  2000! 
++++++++++++++++++++ 

"I,  , a registered  voter  of  (city, 

state  or  region) , hereby  commit  myself  to  WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  for 
President  on  my  Presidential  ballot  in  2000." 

Please  fill-in  and  email  your  commitment  to  harvey@wisdomkeepers.com 
++++++++++++++++++++ 

IN  MEMORY  OF  FALLEN  WARRIORS  by  Leonard  Peltier 
++++++++++++++++++++ 

NO  DOUBT,  MY  NAME  will  soon  be  among  the  list  of  our  Indian  dead.  At 
least  I will  have  good  company--for  no  finer,  kinder,  braver,  wiser, 
worthier  men  and  women  have  ever  walked  this  Earth  than  those  who  have 
already  died  for  being  Indian. 

Our  dead  keep  coming  at  us,  a long,  long  line  of  dead,  ever-growing  and 
never-ending.  To  list  all  their  names  would  be  impossible,  for  the  great, 
great  majority  of  us  have  died  unknown,  unacknowledged.  Yes,  even  our 
dead  have  been  stolen  from  us,  uprooted  from  our  memory  just  as  the  bones 
of  our  honored  ancestors  have  been  dishonored  by  being  dug  up  from  their 
graves  and  shipped  to  museums  to  be  boxed  and  catalogued  and  hidden  away 
in  file-drawers,  denied  that  final  request  and  right  of  every  human 
being:  a decent  burial  in  Mother  Earth  and  proper  ceremonies  of 
remembrance  to  light  the  way  to  the  Afterworld. 

Yes,  the  roll  call  of  our  Indian  dead  needs  to  be  cried  out,  to  be 
shouted  from  every  hilltop  in  order  to  shatter  the  terrible  silence  that 
tries  to  erase  the  fact  that  we  ever  existed. 

I would  like  to  see  a redstone  wall  like  the  blackstone  wall  of  the 
Vietnam  War  Memorial.  Yes,  right  there  on  the  Mall  in  Washington,  D.C. 

And  on  that  redstone  wall--pigmented  with  the  living  blood  of  our  people 
(and  I would  happily  be  the  first  to  donate  that  blood) --would  be  the 
names  of  all  the  Indians  who  ever  died  for  being  Indian.  It  would  be 
hundreds  of  times  longer  than  the  Vietnam  Memorial,  which  celebrates  the 
deaths  of  fewer  than  60,000  brave  lost  souls.  The  number  of  our  brave 
lost  souls  reaches  into  the  many  millions,  and  every  one  of  them  remains 
unquiet  until  this  day. 

Yes,  the  voices  of  Sitting  Bull  and  Crazy  Horse,  of  Buddy  Lamont  and 
Frank  Clearwater,  of  Doe  Stuntz  and  Dallas  Thundershield,  of  Wesley  Bad 
Heart  Bull  and  Raymond  Yellow  Thunder,  of  Bobby  Garcia  and  Anna  Mae 
Aquash...  those  and  so,  so  many  others.  Their  stilled  voices  cry  out  at 
us  and  demand  to  be  heard. 

--Leonard  Peltier 

from  his  book  http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0312203543/ 

q id =923006459/ 002-6835471-3861455" >PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE 

++++++++++++++++++++ 

Check  out  Leonard's  book  at 

HREF=" http: //www. amazon . com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0312203543/qid=923006459/ 
002-6835471-3861455">Prison  Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance 
And  also  the  remarkable  CD  based  on  the  book! 

HREF=" http: //www. amazon . com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0000401KW/o/ 
qid%3D948944675/sr%3  D8-2/103-3700499-0615001" > 

Amazon.com:  My  Life  is  My  Sun  Dance 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  24  April  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 


e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


We  received  this  note  from  lames  Locklear-Brooks  last  week,  asking  us  to 
publish  it  in  Wotanging  Ikche. 

Dear  Supporters, 

As  Editor  of  "TobaccoLeaves, " an  Indigenous  prisoner  newsletter,  which  is 
printed,  published  and  mailed  from  within  the  prison  walls,  I am  seriously 
in  need  of  financial  support.  After  many  months  in  the  "hole,"  (a  total  of 
37  months  out  of  the  last  52)  for  pursuing  Native  religious  rights  (which 
includes  a Federal  Civil  Action)  I can  no  longer  afford  printing  and  mailing 
costs  on  my  own.  Please  help  support  our  vision  of  a National  Indian 
prisoner  communications  network.  In  return  I will  send  any  supporter  who 
contributes  a gift  of  $30.00  or  more  (1)  9"  x 18"  "ORIGINAL"  mixed  medium 
artwork,  matted  and  ready  to  be  framed.  These  are  not  "prints"  or 
"lithographs,"  but  original  art,  all  Native  focused  (powwow  scenes,  dancers, 
etc...)  which  are  all  done  by  myself  and  hand  signed  3 . FadingEagle,  Lumbee 
Indian.  These  art  pieces  are  valued  at  a minimum  of  $100  a piece.  All 
questions,  comments  or  gifts  in  the  form  of  a money  order  should  be  sent  to 
the  following  (please  do  not  forget  to  use  Institutional  Inmate  ID#  to  the 
right  of  name).  Character  Orgs.  available  upon  request. 

In  the  Spirit, 

Dames  Locklear-Brooks  CX-9954 
(FadingEagle)  FB-17 
State  Corr.  at  Albion 
10745  Route  18 
Albion,  PA  16475 

The  usual  cautions  about  sending  funds  to  inmates  apply  here  since  I don't 
know  this  person  personally.  We  have  corresponded  in  the  past,  Gary  recalls 
seeing  the  newsletter  he  mentions,  and  he  seems  on  the  up-and-up  from  what 
little  we  know.  I would  still  suggest  asking  for  more  details  before 
sending  significant  contributions.  If  any  reader  knows  more  about  him,  I'd 
be  glad  to  post  confirmations  of  the  value  of  his  spiritual,  communications 
or  art  work  or  reasons  for  more  caution  if  such  apply. 

Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Flatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Flatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : Shiprock  and  River  Rats"  


Date:  Fri,  26  Feb  1999  04:00:28  GMT 


From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail.com> 

Sub j : Shiprock  and  river  rats... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

By  the  San  Duan  River  in  Shiprock  there  was  a small  shack,  no 
electricity,  water  or  heat  but  for  a wood  stove.  The  shack  was  big 
enough  for  a bed,  wood  stove  and  table  with  one  window  looking  to  the 
north.  It  was  located  on  the  river  bottom  near  the  flea  market  area  of 
Shiprock.  You  see  there  were  two  kinds  of  people,  stomps  and  cats. 

Stomps  like  country  music,  dress  western  and  are  definitely  country. 

Cats  like  rock  n'  roll  and  dress  mod  and  were  very  modern  in  their 
thinking.  When  I got  to  Shiprock  I was  asked  are  you  cat  or  stomp.  I 
didn't  know  what  to  say,  so  I said  I don't  know.  These  two  groups  were 
it,  you  are  one  or  the  other. 

There  was  another  group  but  I did  not  know  them  at  first.  Going  to 
school  was  time  consuming,  you  would  get  up  at  6:00  and  then  get  on  the 
bus  and  ride  across  bumpy  roads,  rocks  and  ruts  and  you  would  feel 
every  bump  in  the  road.  This  is  the  time  of  your  life  you  remember 
going  to  school,  but  all  I remember  is  the  bumpy  ride,  and  hour  and  a 
half  in  the  morning  and  after  a while  your  eyes  glaze  over  and  you 
become  a vegetable  and  just  go  with  it.  Three  hours  a day. 

I got  tired  of  the  ride  and  thought  I would  find  a place  in  Shiprock 
and  go  to  school  from  there.  I looked  all  over  the  place  and  found  an 
old  shack  by  the  river.  I would  run  by  there  during  cross  country 
practice  and  thought  I would  look  at  it.  No  one  was  around  to  claim  it, 
the  people  in  the  area  were  all  squatters,  Indians  who  made  make  shift 
homes  so  they  would  work  and  stay  there  during  the  week  and  then  go 
home  on  the  weekend. 

I moved  in  and  fixed  the  place  up,  I had  one  table,  a kerosene  lamp, 
wood  stove  and  a padlock  for  the  door.  I would  come  back  here  and  then 
would  think  about  something  to  eat,  tried  to  work  at  KFC  but  I didn't 
get  hired.  The  one  thing  about  working  in  a restaurant  is  usually  you 
can  get  a free  meal  out  of  the  shift  when  you  work.  I tried  this  but  it 
did  not  work.  The  high  school  had  a free  lunch  program  and  so  I used 
that  to  eat  there.  My  life  was  pretty  much  on  a schedule,  you  wake  up, 
get  dressed,  take  a bar  of  soap  and  go  to  school  early,  go  in  a 
washroom  and  take  a quick  bath  in  the  sink  and  then  head  out  the  door 
for  classes.  After  school  I would  walk  around  and  look  at  the  trading 
post,  play  basketball  and  sit  in  the  old  Shiprock  hotel  and  after  a 
while  go  back  to  the  place  by  the  river. 

All  of  us  who  lived  on  the  river  were  squatters,  no  one  had  permission 
to  live  there  and  so  everyone  pretty  much  kept  to  themselves.  You  did 
not  leave  anything  laying  around  because  it  would  grow  legs  and  walk 
off.  I learned  these  people  occupied  the  the  third  group,  we  were  the 
river  rats. 

I would  lay  down  and  go  to  sleep.  My  parents  lived  miles  away  and  I 
would  see  them  on  the  weekend.  I would  wake  up  in  the  morning  and  look 
out  the  window  to  see  if  it  was  cloudy,  sunny  or  hazy.  I remember 
having  a small  round  mirror  on  the  wall  and  I would  look  at  myself 
there  and  wonder,  where  will  I go,  what  will  I be,  will  I have  a good 
life  and  a better  future  than  this.  My  shack  was  small  and  it  was 
pretty  poor  but  it  was  my  spot.  I would  sit  there  and  do  my  homework, 
and  dream  of  things  to  do.  When  you  live  in  such  a spot  and  get  a 
magazine,  you  remember  the  articles  in  it  because  you  read  them  over 
and  over  again.  It  was  so  with  Reader's  Digest,  I would  read  those 
stories  again  and  again. 

In  order  to  get  a foothold  for  a job  you  have  to  look  presentable  and 
be  articulate,  like  you  don't  need  one.  The  popular  kids  who  lived  in 
local  area  all  had  jobs.  I thought  I sure  needed  one,  because  I needed 
to  have  it.  I found  one  after  school  watching  toddlers  at  the  day  care, 
the  lady  who  ran  the  place  was  as  sweet  as  pie  when  the  parents  were 
there  and  meaner  than  a witch  once  they  were  gone.  I remember  watching 
her  go  through  the  motions  with  the  parents  and  later  with  kids,  and 
thought  I hope  I never  turn  out  like  that.  The  job  was  only  for  an  hour 


and  a half  but  it  had  a meal  so  it  was  pretty  good.  I took  care  of  alot 
of  kids  and  I often  wonder  what  happened  to  them. 

I guess  this  about  my  shack.  I went  by  there  and  it  is  gone.  There  are 
still  some  other  places  there  and  I think  it  is  a sign  of  dreams,  hopes 
and  reaching  for  a better  life  from  those  trying  to  get  somewhere.  I 
remember  the  wood,  the  boards  in  the  walls  and  how  each  one  looked.  I 
looked  outside  from  my  window  and  could  see  the  world,  where  do  I stand 
in  it,  and  where  will  I be.  Maybe  this  is  as  far  as  I will  go,  who 
knows.  I dreamed  of  flying  because  I saw  the  trails  of  jets,  of  pretty 
women  and  fancy  cars  that  drove  past  up  on  the  highway,  of  having  a 
pantry,  imagine  just  a room  to  put  all  your  food  in  and  to  be  able  to 
go  there  and  pick  anything  you  want  to  eat.  I thought  about  meeting 
someone  special,  getting  married  and  having  children  and  all  the  things 
I would  not  do  to  them.  It  was  my  house  of  dreams.  I look  back  on  it 
now  and  it  was  one  stop  in  the  road  of  life,  this  little  shack  and  all 
the  dreams  I had  there.  The  shack  is  gone  now,  but  the  dreams  are  still 
there.  I remember  sitting  outside  with  a cup  of  coffee  watching  the 
sunset  behind  the  pinnacle  of  Shiprock  and  watching  the  sky  turn  blue, 
pink,  yellow  and  all  the  beautiful  hues  of  the  rainbow.  I thought  I 
would  like  to  ride  a rainbow  to  a better  life,  to  go  places  and  do 
things.  My  little  shack,  my  home,  my  house  of  dreams. 

"RE : Poem:  Half-Breed"  

Date:  Wed,  10  May  1995  14:01:53  -0600 

From:  dlonehi@cp.mnet.uswest.com  (Dana  Lone  Hill) 

Sub j : Poem 


Hau, 

A week  ago  I asked  if  anybody  knew  that  Cikala  meant,  and  I got  a lot 
of  replies  back.  Thanks. 

I asked  this  question  because  of  a poem  I found.  Which  I would  like  to 
share.  I can  relate  to  this  person.  Even  thou  I'm  not  a half-breed  (I'm 
15/16,  my  great,  great  grand  father  on  my  father's  side  was  Irish). 

Dana  Lone  Hill 


Half-Breed 

A mother  of  blood  so  true 
A father  of  lines  so  blue 
The  offspring  to  each  belong 
But  now  with  lines  so  wrong 

Born  to  heritages  so  proud 
Into  this  world  with  cries  so  loud 
Greeting  the  world  with  a song 
But  never  the  right  to  belong 

Raised  by  parents  from  two  worlds 
In  and  put  of  both  of  their  worlds 
Dragged  by  fate  from  place  to  place 
Always  in  doubt  about  their  race 

Strengths  of  heritage  always  denied 
Qualities  forever  tested  and  tried 
Longing,  hoping  always  to  belong 
Desire  Burning  ever  so  strong 

Angered  by  a world  untrue 
Left  with  heart  and  soul  so  blue 
Hate-red  eyes  that  coldly  stare 
On  a hostile  world  with  a dare 


Searching  for  an  honest  face 


Asking  for  a rightful  place 
Searching,  seeking  a friend  to  trust 
Never  a rest,  running  always  a must. 

Brock  Conway,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 
Akicita  Cikala 
(Little  Soldier) 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Apr  2000  13:07:08  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  30-May  6 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

30 

Nothing  ever  truly  ends.  In  the  memories  we  preserve  and  in 
the  traditions  we  perpetuate,  there  is  always  something  new 
beginning  somewhere. 


MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

May  was  the  first  month  of  the  Kau  season,  which  ran  from 
May  through  October.  May  was  the  time  when  the  Na  Huihui, 
or  Pleiades,  set  at  sunrise.  The  Pleiades  are  also  known  as 
the  Makali'i  stars. 

1 

Be  reborn  in  the  beauty  of  spring. 

2 

The  past  teaches;  the  present  motivates;  the  future 
inspires . 

3 

True  peace  lives  within  the  wondering  heart. 

4 

There  was  never  a dreamer,  never  a visionary,  who  did  not 
know  the  virtues  of  nature. 

5 

Find  the  perfect  music  of  the  spirit,  and  know  fulfillment. 

6 

Dance  the  joy  your  heart  feels. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  23  April  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Mon,  24  Ian  2000  09:41:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LAME  HAWK  <lamehawk@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : listing 

April  26  to  April  30,  2000:  Second  annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow, 
Calhoun  County  FairGrounds,  Anniston,  Al. 

MC  Gary  Smith 

Arena  Dir.  Buck  Tucker 

Head  Man:  Don  Redbear,  Northern  Cheyenne 
Head  Lady:  Donna  Dulaney,  Cherokee 


Host  Drum:  Greywolf  singers,  Choctaw  from  Philadelphia,  Miss 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  and  Warrior  Society 
Admission  Price  $3.00 

Students  and  Teachers-No  charge  on  Students  Days 
(wed . -fri . ) 

Children  under  5 and  Seniors-Free 

All  scouts  (boy  and  girl)  Admission  $1.00  plus  a donation  of  one  of 
the  following  items  for  the  animal  shelter  in  Anniston: 

Dog  or  Cat  food.  Grooming  items,  old  towels  or  carpet.  Pet  Toys,  Food  Pans 
No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed 

All  Dancers  Welcome  All  Guest  Drums  Welcome 

Students  will  see  and  learn  the  history  on  the  Lakota  Lodge,  There  will 
be  demonstrations  of  early  Iron  Forging,  Demonstrations  on  beadwork, 
Dreamcatchers,  Healing  with  natural  herbs.  The  Anniston  Museum  of 
Natural  History  will  be  on  hand  with  Birds  of  Prey  and  a lecture  on 
these  and  other  animals.  The  Calhoun  County  Animal  Shelter  will  also  be 
on  hand  for  animal  adoption  and  to  speak  on  the  importance  of  pet  care. 

For  more  information  or  for  a vendor  application: 

Please  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  (256)236-0679 
Or  e-mail  at  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
lamehawk@yahoo . com 


Date:  Mon,  3 Apr  2000  16:37:00  -0600 
From:  "Terry,  Lu"  <TerryLE@mso . umt . edu> 

Sub j : KYI-YO  Powwow 

The  University  of  Montana  - KYI-YO  POWWOW 

April  28,  29,  and  30,  2000 

Adams  Center  (the  renovated  Field  House) 

Missoula,  MT  59812 

for  more  info:  Jeremy  McDonald  406-829-8785  or 
Kyi-Yo  Office:  406-243-2703 

Grand  Entry  Times: 

7 pm  - Friday,  April  28,  2000 
1 pm  & 7 pm  - Saturday,  April  29,  2000 
Noon  - Sunday,  April  30,  2000 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Earl  Old  Person  & Kenny  Scabby  Robe 

Host  Drums:  Blacklodge,  White  Swan,  Washington 

Young  Grey  Horse,  Browning,  Montana 

Arena  Director:  Jonathan  Windy  Boy 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Jonathan  Gopher 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Kishey  Baker 

Admission:  $3.00  per  day,  elders  over  60:  $2  per  day 

Free  to  registered  dancers,  drummers  & children  4 years  and  under 

Dance  Registration:  $2  per  contestant 
+++++++++++++ 

1st  Annual  Kyi-Yo  Handgame  Tournament  starts  Saturday,  April  29  at  1 p.m. 

Entry  Team  Fee:  $150,  five  people  per  team 

bring  your  own  chairs  - open  games  throughout  the  weekend 

for  more  info:  Derek  Knows  His  Gun  406-243-1669 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
HOST  GOURD  SOCIETY:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park  Tuscumbia,  AL 


Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361, 

or  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:46  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub  j : UP-COMING  POW  WOWS  MIDWEST 
Forwarded  from  KODA-WOLF@webtv.net 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

April  8th-- 

10th  Annual  Washington  University  St  Louis,  MO  Sponsored  by- 
Kathryn  Buder  center  for  American  Indian  studies  & George  Brown  school 
of  Social  Work. 

Traders,  food  booth,  raffle,  story  telling,  t-shirts.  HOST 
DRUM-  Tha-Tribe  (Lawrence,  KS)  head  singer-  Russell  M.  (Pahuska,OK)  MC- 
Rob  Daughtery  (lay, OK)  AD-  Troy  Little  Ax,  Sr.  (Bartlesville,OK)  HEAD 
LADY  DANCER-  Claudia  LittleAxe,  HEADMAN  DANCER-  Redcloud  A (Tulsa, OK) 
head  Contest  ludge-  Cricket  Rice(St  Louis,  MO) 

Schedule- 

gourd  dancing  at  noon,  grand  entry  at  1pm,  dinner  break  at  5p,  grand 

entry  at  6pm NOTE-  to  receive  prize  money-  dancers  must  be  in  FULL 

REGALIA  during  grand  entries,  for  info- 
(314)  935-4510 


May  5,6,7- 

The  Two  Great  Rivers  Pow  Wow,  Saline  County  Fiargrounds,  Harrisburg,  IL 
CONTEST  PRIZES,  for  info  contact  Don  White  (Seneca) 

(618)  273-8042 


May  12,13  & 14--- 
Vandalia  PowWow,  Vandaia,  IL 


May  27  & 28th 

Memorial  Day  PowWow  (competition)  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC  --  Contact-  Mary  lumper  888-291-0632  or 
828-497-2952 
Mailing  address- 

Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians 
attn:  Mary  A.  lumper,  dir. 
p.o.box  455, 

Cherokee,  NC  28719 


MAY  20TH 

20th  annual  Title  IX  Traditional  PowWow-  "Honoring  our 

Graduates  & Families"  Hoyt  Park  - 3802  Regent  St,  MADISON,  WISCONSIN... 

for  more  info-  (608)  261-4614  or  email  jtheobald@madison . I<12  .wi . us 


MAY  27-28 

CARLISLE  INDIAN  SCHOOL  POW  WOW 

(email  me  for  more  info  on  this  one,  as  I have  long  info  on  this  one) 
N.  Scott  Momaday  is  guest  speaker  for  this  pow  wow  & also  contest 
dancing  (Carlisle,  PA) 


1UNE  16,17,18 
MATTOON,  IL 

7th  annual  Kaskaskia  River  Dancer  Pow  Wow  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL 
$11,500  contest  money,  for  trader  set  up  or  info  contact  Pat  Gaines 
1-800-500-4599 


I also  have  info  on  pow  wow  coming  up  in  Pablo, Montana  - May  20th & 

Haskell  Pow  Wow  will  be  may  12-14 also  one  may  5-7rth  at  New  Bern, 

NC 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 


In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:51:59  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Haskell  Powwow 

Flaskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS  is  having  their  annual 
powwow  May  12  thru  May  14,  2000.  If  anyone  is  interested  please  call 
or  email  me  for  more  information.  (785)  749-8485 


Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  23:54:51  EDT 
From:  miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : Onyota:aka  Ka'nikuhliyo  - People  of  the  Standing  Stone 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  4/12/2 000  1:25:44  PM  EST 

From:  <A  FIREF="mailto: Kanentiio">Kanentiio</A> 

Onyota:aka  Ka'nikuhliyo 

People  of  the  Standing  Stone 

Iroquois  Social  Dance  & Pot  Luck  Dinner 

May  13/2000 

5:00  pm 

Oneida  Castle  Village  Hall 

Intersection  of  NYS  Route  365  and  NYS  Route  5 
Oneida  Iroquois  Territory 
Oneida  Castle,  NY 

"A  celebration  of  Iroquois  music  and  dance" 

Open  to  All 

Singing  groups  welcome! 

For  more  information  call: 

315-363-2304 


Date:  Mon,  10  Apr  2000  11:18:14  -0400 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : SEMINAR:  The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Montreal,  5.29-31.00 
Hi  Gary, 

I got  this  from  the  H-Amindian  listserv.  Thought  some  folks  on  WI  might 
be  interested.  Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  19:30:00  -0700 

From:  "H-AMINDIAN  (3.  Wendel  Cox)"  <amind@h-net2 . msu . edu> 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

ADVANCED  STUDY  INSTITUTE 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

May  29  - 31,  2000 

Institute  of  Community  & Family  Psychiatry 
4333  Cite  Ste  Catherine  Road,  Montreal,  H3T  1E4 

Around  the  world,  indigenous  peoples  have  experienced  rapid  culture  change, 
marginalization  and  absorption  into  a global  economy  with  little  regard  for 
their  autonomy.  Cultural  discontinuity  has  been  linked  to  high  rates  of 
depression,  alcoholism,  suicide,  and  violence  in  many  communities,  with  the 
most  dramatic  impact  on  youth.  Despite  these  challenges,  many  communities 
have  done  well.  This  meeting  will  bring  together  experts  from  Canada  and 
other  countries  to  discuss  the  value  of  the  perspectives  of  social  and 
cultural  psychiatry  for  understanding  the  factors  that  promote  mental  health 
or  lead  to  psychological  distress  in  indigenous  populations  and  communities. 

This  three  day  seminar  will  be  of  interest  to  researchers,  health 
professionals  and  planners  engaged  in  mental  health  promotion  and 
intervention  for  First  Nations  and  Inuit  communities  of  Canada  and  other 
indigenous  peoples.  An  international  faculty  will  address  a wide  range  of 


issues  including: 

- social  origins  of  and  responses  to  distress 

- transformations  of  identity  and  community 

- models  for  collaborative  research,  mental  health  services  & health 
promotion 

Guest  Faculty  to  Include: 

+ Naomi  Adelson,  Ph.D.  York  University,  author  of  Being  Alive  Well:  Health 
and  the  Politics  of  Cree  Well-Being. 

+ Louis-lacques  Dorais,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Laval,  Editor-in-chief  of 
Etudes/Inuit/Studies,  author  of  Quaqtaq:  Modernity  and  Identity  in  an 
Inuit  Community. 

+ Ernest  Hunter,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Public  Health,  University  of 
Queensland . 

+ Joseph  Kaufert,  Ph.D.  Depts.  of  Community  Health  Sciences  & Anthropology, 
University  of  Manitoba. 

+ lane  McKendrick,  M.D.  Director,  Resource  Unit  for  Indigenous  Mental 
Health  Education  & Research,  University  of  Melbourne. 

+ John  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Director,  Northern  Health  Unit, 

University  of  Manitoba. 

+ Theresa  D.  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Oregon,  author  of  Disciplined 
Hearts:  History,  Identity,  and  Depression  in  an  American  Indian 
Community. 

+ Gail  Guthrie  Valaskakis,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research,  Aboriginal  Healing 
Foundation,  Ottawa. 

+ lames  B.  Waldram,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Native  Studies,  University  of 
Saskatchewan,  author  of  The  Way  of  the  Pipe:  Aboriginal  Spirituality  and 
Symbolic  Healing  in  Canadian  Prisons,  and  Aboriginal  Health  in  Canada: 
Historical,  Cultural  and  Epidemiological  Perspectives. 

+ Cornelia  Wieman,  M.D.,  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McMaster  University, 

Chair  of  the  Native  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Canadian  Psychiatric 
Association . 

+ T.  Kue  Young,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Dept.  Community  Health 
Sciences,  University  of  Manitoba,  author  The  Health  of  Native  Americans: 
Towards  a Biocultural  Epidemiology;  The  Circumpolar  Inuit:  Health  of  a 
Population  in  Transition. 

To  Register:  complete  this  form  and  enclose  a current  curriculum  vitae  and  a 
check  for  the  course  fee  of  $200  ($100  for  full-time  students  with  proof  of 
status)  made  out  to:  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McGill  University  and  mail 
to:  Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry,  1033  Pine  Ave.  West, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  H3A  1A1.  (For  info:  514-398-7302;  Fax:  514-398-4370) 

Name: 


Title/Affiliation : 


Address : 


Tel: Fax: 

E-mail: 


Status  (check  one)  Full-time  student/ 

Health  Professional/ Academic/ Researcher 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

Advanced  Study  Institute 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

SCHEDULE 

Monday,  May  29  * Social  Origins  of  Distress 

9:00-9:30  Opening  Address  * Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

9:30-10:00  Colonization,  Marginalization  & Technocratic  Control  * 

Laurence  3.  Kirmayer 

10:00-10:45  "S<caron>the  deep  sleep  of  forgetfulness":  Reflecting  on 


Disremembering  * Ernest  Hunter 
10:45-11:00  Break 

11:00-11:30  Effects  of  Organized  Violence  on  the  Quechua  of  the 
Peruvian  Andes  - Duncan  Pedersen 

11:30-12:15  The  Legacy  of  the  "Stolen  Generations"  * lane  McKendrick 
12:15-1:00  Discussion  * T.  Kue  Young,  Gail  Valaskakis 

Tuesday,  May  30  * Individual  and  Collective  Responses  to  Suffering 
9:00-9:45  Suicide  among  Australian  Aboriginals  * Ernest  Hunter 

9:45-10:15  Aboriginal  Identity  & the  Construction  of  Fetal  Alcohol 

Syndrome  * Caroline  Tait 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  Lakota  Psychology  in  Colonial  Context  * Theresa  O'Neil 
11:15-12:00  Discussion  * Laurence  Kirmayer,  Allan  Young 

Transformations  of  Identity  & Community 

1:30-2:00  Healing  the  "Aboriginal"  Offender:  Identity  Construction 

Through  Therapeutic  Practice  * Gregory  Brass 

2:00-2:45  "Culture"  in  Cross-cultural  Counselling  * lames  Waldram 

2:45-3:00  Break 

3:00-3:30  Towards  a Recuperation  of  Souls  & Bodies:  Community  Healing  & 

the  Interplay  of  Faith  & History  * Naomi  Adelson 

3:30-4:00  Negotiating  Health:  Meanings  of  "Building  a Healthy  Community" 

in  Igloolik  * Kristiann  Allen 

4:00-5:00  Discussion  * Louis-lacques  Dorais,  Kristin  Norget 

Wednesday,  May  31  * Models  for  Collaborative  Research  & Mental  Health 
Services 

9:00-9:45  Working  in  Partnership:  Innovative  Collaborative  Research 

Between  Aboriginal  Communities  and  an  Academic  Unit  * lane  McKendrick 
9:45-10:15  Ethical  Issues  in  Language  Interpretation  for  Aboriginal 

People  in  Mental  Health  Care  * loseph  Kaufert 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  A First  Nations  Mental  Health  Clinic  * Cornelia  Wieman 

11:15-12:00  Discussion:  lohn  OlNeil,  loseph  Couture 

12:00-12:30  Closing  *Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

Laurence  1.  Kirmayer,  MD 

Professor  & Director 

Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry 

McGill  University 

Editor-in-Chief 

Transcultural  Psychiatry 

1033  Pine  Ave.  West 

Montreal,  Quebec  H3A  1A1 

TEL:  514-398-7302 

FAX:  514-398-4370 

++++  Visit  our  web  page  at  www.mcgill.ca/psychiatry/transcultural 
Gregory  M.  Brass 

Coordinator,  Native  Mental  Health  Research  Team 

Culture  and  Mental  Health  Research  Unit 

Sir  Mortimer  B.  Davis  - lewish  General  Hospital 

4333  Cote  Ste-Catherine  Rd 

Montreal  Quebec  H3T  1E14 

514  340-8222  x 5246 

Fax  340-7503 

E-mail:  mice@musica.mcgill.ca 
E-mail:  Saulteaux@hotmail.com 

www.mcgill . ca/ psychiatry /transcultural /native. html 

Deborah  A.  Richards 
Manuscript  Processor 
Schlesinger  Library 

Radcliffe  Institute  for  Advanced  Study 
10  Garden  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
617-495-8647 


richards@radcliffe.edu 

http: //www. radcliffe.edu/schles 


Date:  Sun,  09  Ian  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <3BDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 
lamie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 


an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 


Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 

Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 

with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 

Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 


November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call  to 
confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

April 

27- 29  Annual  Talihina  Indian  Festival,  Talihina  OK.  Call  1-918-567-25309. 

28- 29  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow-wow  Albuquerque,  NM.  For  more  information, 
call  505-836-2810. 

28-30  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Location:  National 
Guard  Armory  Guntersville,  Alabama.  Directions:  From  US  Flwy  431  in 
Guntersville  (at  the  Holiday  Inn)  take  AL  Hwy  79  South  .7/10ths  mile  to 
Cherokee  Elementary  School.  Turn  right  on  Willow  Beach  Rd.  Turn  Left  on 
Creek  Path  Rd.  to  Pow-wow.  Over  $7,000.00  in  Dance  Competition  Prize  Money! 
Admission:  Adults  $5.00,  Children  (under  12)  $3.00.  For  more  information, 
contact  Gina  Williamson  at  5005  Elizabeth  Street,  Guntersville, AL 
35976.  Phone  256-582-0114. 


29  Graduation  Honor  Pow-wow  for  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells,  at  Tahlequah 
Community  Building,  Tahlequah,  OK.  2 pm  Gourd  dancing,  430  supper,  730  grand 
entry.  All  drums,  dnacers  and  vendors  are  welcome.  Call  918-458-6384. 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  Ho  Anne  Steele;  MC:  JoJo  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7018.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

IULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 
BRAZIL,  IN 


47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis , Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 


American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Flamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 

USA 

Apr  26-29  Wed-Sat:  Albuqueque,  NM. 

Gathering  of  Nations  Pow  Wow  & Miss 
Indian  World  Pageant  "The  Millennium 
Celebration."  Ph.  (505)836-2810,  Fax 
(505)839-0475,  or  visit  our  website 
www. gatheringofnations . org 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I've  got  so  far. . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~Lower  South~ 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 

-Alabama- 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County  Fairgrounds 
Anniston.  Student  Days:  Weds. -Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow  wow  times:  Fri., 
5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12  noon  Sunday. 


HD:  TBA;  HM:  Anthony  Waters;  HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native  American  Honor 
Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker.  This  is  a 
non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  drums  & 
dancers . 

Info:Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail:  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com. 

Apr.  28-30:  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
Guntersville  National  Guard  Armory,  on  Creek  Path  Road,  off  of  Hwy.  79, 
Guntersville.  Schedule:  Fri.,  Childrens  Day  from  8am-3pm.  GO:  7:30am, 

GE:  9am  (demonstration  dancing),  GC:  10:30pm.  Concessions  open  7:30am-7:00pm 
Bonfire  from  7pm-10pm.  Vendors  are  welcome  to  stay  open  during  bonfire;  Sat. 
GO:  8am,  registration  deadline  for  Princess  contest.  Dance  & Drum  competition 
is  10:30am.  Dance  & Princess  registration  fee  is  $3.00.  Over  $7,000.00  is 
available  for  Dance  prize  money.  Drum  competition  has  $1,000.00  in  prize 
money.  All  Native  American  Drums  are  welcome.  GE:  11am,  competition  from 
noon  til  8pm.  There  will  also  be  an  archery  competition  sponsored  by  Taylor 
Self  Bows.  Bonfire  7pm  til  10pm  - vendors  may  remain  open.  GC:  10:30pm;  Sun., 
GO:  10am,  GE:  12  noon,  competition  finals  from  1pm  til  5pm.  HD:  White  Horse 
Singers;  HM:  Running  Horse  Spirit  Smith;  HL:  Dorothy  Helton;  AD:  Gary 
Thunder  Eagle  Tousey;  MC:  TBA.  Grounds  security  & EMT  service  will  be 
provided . 

Admission:  $5.00  - adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12.  Concessions,  shower 
facilities,  handicap  facilities  available.  Free  primitive  camping  available 
for  dancers  & drums. 

Vendor  info:  Dames  Moon,  PO  Box  169,  Holly  Pond,  AL  35083 

(256)  796-8900;  Drum  & Dancers  contact:  Gina  Williamson,  5005  Elizabeth  St., 
Guntersville,  AL  35976  (256)  582-0114;  Schools  & youth  groups  contact:  Trish 
Pearce,  1226  Alabama  Hwy.  68,  Albertville,  AL  35951  (256)  878-0758. 

Apr.  29-30:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot,  at  Tannehill 
Ironworks  Historical  State  Park,  McCalla.  Archery  competition  using 
traditional  bows  & arrows.  Benefits  go  to  Children's  Hospital.  Sat., 

8am-5pm;  Sun.,  8am-2pm.  Info:  Helon  Riggins  (205)  477-5711. 

May  6-7:  Russell  Cave  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport.  Times:  Sat.,  10am-4pm;  Sun.,  9am-3pm.  No  admission 
charge.  Info:  David  Walker  (256)  495-2677. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in  Wetumpka  at 
7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon  their  removal 
to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing,  McFarland  Park  in 
Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in  Tuscumbia. 

Gourd  Dance  Saturday/Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911, 
or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around 
a native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged. 

Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe  (256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head.  Head  staff  & entertainment  TBA.  On-site 
camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission  charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail:  ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Note:  for  further  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau 
of  Tourism  & Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927,  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  the  state's  pow  wows  & information  on 
Alabama's  seven  state-recognized  Indian  Tribes,  contact  the  Alabama  Indian 
Affairs  Commission,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104,  or 
call  (334)  242-2831. 


OKLAHOMA 


Apr.  29:  Graduation  Honor  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Community  Building  in  Tahlequah, 

OK.  Honorees  are  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells  of  Moody,  OK.  Both  are  members  of 
the  National  Honor  Society.  MC:  Archie  Mason  (Osage/Cherokee);  HM:  Dallas 
Wallowing  Bull  (Northern  Arapaho);  HL:  Aileen  Gonzales  (Cheyenne);  HG:  Rod 
Gwoompi  (Kiowa);  HD:  Northern  Arapaho  Eagle  Drum,  Arapaho,  WY;  H.  Gourd  Drum: 
Drumbuster,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Special  Winner  Takes-All  contests  in  Men's 
Traditional  and  Women's  Buckskin:  $150.00  + a jacket.  Vendor  fee  is  $20.00  + 
raffle  items.  All  drums,  dancers  & vendors  welcome.  Schedule:  2pm-4:30pm, 
Gourd  Dance;  4:30pm-6:00pm,  Dinner;  6pm-7pm,  Gourd  Dance;  7:30pm-llpm, 
Intertribal  & Contest  Dancing.  Info:  lames  or  Elana  Nells  (918)  458-6384. 


TENNESSEE 

Apr.  28-30:  Wild  West  Festival  & Native  American  Showcase,  at  Camp  Iordan 
Park,  Chattanooga.  Info:  Chipa  Wolf  (770)  735-6275. 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7018,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  2000  21:43:15  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Spring  & Summer  Events  Update 

Native  American  Festivals 

~The  following  is  a list  of  Late  Spring/Early  Summer  events  that  I omitted 
from  earlier  postings- 

Apr.  28-30:  12th  Annual  Native  American  Festival,  at  The  Casements,  Ormond 
Beach,  FL.  Non-competition  Intertribal  Dancing,  Aztec  Dancers  from  Mexico, 
traditional  encampments.  Big  Mountain  Dancers,  Native  American  food  & music. 
Iron  Horse  Whip  Show,  wildlife  exhibits.  Hoop  Dancing,  reptile  show, 
storytelling.  Native  Crafts.  Hours:  Friday,  6pm-10pm;  Sat.,  10am-10pm;  Sun., 
10am-6pm.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults;  $2.00  - children  ages  3-12.  School  Day 
is  9am-3pm  on  Friday,  with  arena  shows  at  9:45  & 11:15.  One  teacher  or 
chaperone  is  admitted  free  with  every  10  students.  Space  is  limited,  so  call 
for  reservations.  The  Casements  Cultural  Center  is  located  at  25  Riverside 
Dr.,  Ormond  Beach,  FL  32176.  Info:  (904)  676-3216  or  e-mail: 
casement s0@aol . com . 

May  5-7:  Craven  County  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Craven  Co.  Fairground,  New  Bern, 
NC.  HD:  Estayapi  Wambli;  MC:  Dohn  Blackfeather  Defferies;  HM:  Cody  Dacobs; 
HL:  Dawn  Dones;  AD:  Tyrone  Grayhorse.  Info:  Deborah  Wayne  (252)  244-0357  or 
Ruth  Grayhorse  (910)  424-3437. 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 


heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 


Date:  Fri,  21  Apr  2000  22:03:35  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub  j : More  Spring  & Summer  Updates 

Apr.  28-30:  Cherokee  Survivors  Motorcycle  Rally,  at  the  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3481. 

Apr.  29-30:  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  & Wapacoli  Ani 
Gathering,  at  Mason-Dixon  Park,  Core,  WV.  Free  admission.  FID:  Mother  Earth 
Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum;  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  H L : Patsy  Raven 
in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw.  Camping  is  available. 

GE:  Saturday  at  noon,  Sunday  at  1:00pm.  Vendor  info:  applel0@aol.com; 

General  info:  wkngbear@cwv.net. 

Apr.  29:  Graduation  Flonor  Dance  for  Paul  Daw  & Lena  Nells,  Tahlequah 
Community  Building,  Tahlequah,  OK.  Info:  (918)  458-6384. 

Apr.  29:  32nd  Annual  Festival  Pow  Wow,  Talihina,  OK.  Info:  (918)  567-2539. 

May  5-7:  Two  Great  Rivers  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Saline  County  Fairgrounds, 
Flarrisburg,  IL.  Sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Society  of  Southern 
Illinois.  Info:  (618)  273-8042. 

May  5-7:  First  Annual  Carter  County  Benefit  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Old  Machinery 
Grounds,  about  3 miles  south  of  Grayson,  KY,  on  State  Route  7.  Entry  fee  is 
$2.00  plus  a can  of  food.  Proceeds  will  benefit  Appalachian  Mountain 
Outreach.  FID:  Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum;  FIM : Doug 
Nasief;  FIL:  TBA;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  FHV : Mark  McConnell;  AD:  Bob  Parkins. 
Info:  (606)  926-1783  or  hart@atcc.net  or  hart@usa.net. 

May  5-7:  First  Annual  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Florida 
Fairgrounds,  Tallahassee,  FL.  Sponsored  by  the  Red  Nations  Intertribal 
Council.  Info:  (850)  561-6266  or  (850)  656-9155.  Website: 
www . home . att . net/~rednations . 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville,  TN.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee  Indian  League,  this 
event  features  over  $9,500.00  in  prize  money,  with  Dance,  Drum,  Floop  Dance  & 
Tipi  competitions.  FIM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Eastern  Cherokee);  FIL:  Kim 
Bottchenbaugh  (Eastern  Cherokee);  AD:  Will  Laney  (Eastern  Cherokee);  MC: 

DoDo  Rice  (Sauk).  Contacts:  Martha  (Craft  Vendors)  (423)  687-9675  or 
rlspi@icx.net;  Tim  (Food  Vendors)  twdbear@aol.com.  Free  parking,  camping  & 
showers  on  site.  All  dancers,  drums  & tipi  owners  welcome.  Admission:  $4.00 
- adults,  $2.00  - students  K-12,  5 & under  - free.  Info:  Vickie  (423) 
579-1384  or  jrouam@lock-net.com. 

May  6:  Meherrin  Spring  Festival,  at  the  Tribal  Grounds,  Winton,  NC.  Info: 
Denise  or  Terry  Flail  (252)  332-6992. 

May  6-7:  Frisco  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Frisco  Native  American  Museum  & 
Natural  History  Center,  Frisco,  NC.  Info:  Dare  County  Tourist  Bureau  (800) 
446-6262.  Website:  www.nativeamericanmuseum.org. 

May  6-7:  Metrolina  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow,  at  the  site  of  the 
Old  Fireman's  Hall,  2601A  East  7th  Street,  Charlotte,  NC.  Info:  Letha  Dial 
(M-F/8-5)  (704)  522-6311. 

May  12-14:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  Tomahawk  Park,  Copley,  WV. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  AAIWV  Children's  Fund  and  the  AAIWV  Food  Bank. 


Admission:  adults  - $2.00  plus  1 non-perishable  canned  good;  children  (13  & 
under)  - 1 non-perishable  canned  good.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Bonnie  Red 
Basket;  MC:  Tony  Dennings  & Dim  Stewart  Many  Hands;  AD:  Frank  Two  Horse;  HD: 
Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drums:  Our  Brothers  Drum  & Mystic  Lake  Singers. 
Other  drums  are  welcome.  Contacts:  Sandy  Murano  (Vendors)  (304)  349-2088  or 
lrobin@ruralnet . org;  Mel  Charlton  (Drums)  (304)  683-3647  or 
charlton@cwv.net;  Zina  Turner  (Volunteers)  (304)  926-8894  or 
turtlbear@aol . com;  Peggy  Coulter  (General  Info)  (304)  563-6113  or 
tritr4@prodigy . net . 

May  19-20:  Claremore  Pow  Wow,  Will  Rogers  Downs  Racetrack  Facility,  east  of 
Claremore,  OK.  Info:  Info:  (918)  341-6420. 

May  19-21:  Midlands  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  South  Carolina  State 
Fairgrounds  at  Abernathy  Arena,  Columbia,  SC.  Sponsored  by  the  Midlands 
Intertribal  Empowerment  Group.  MC:  Dim  Ross;  HM:  Archie  Hoffman;  HL:  Yvonne 
Fletcher;  HGD:  Herschel  Kaulhity;  HD:  Millard  Clark  & the  Southern  Singers; 
ST:  Dr.  Will  M.  Goins;  Hoop  Dancer:  Daniel  Tramper;  WS:  Southern  Warriors 
Society.  Gourd  Dancing  on  Saturday  & Sunday.  GO:  Friday,  4pm;  Saturday  10am; 
Sunday,  11am.  GE:  Friday,  7pm;  Saturday,  1pm  & 6pm;  Sunday,  1pm.  Info: 

Curtis  Boone,  PO  Box  7512,  Columbia,  SC  29202  or  (803)  254-9442.  Website: 
www . powwows . com/mieg . 

May  19-21:  Tunica-Biloxi  Pow  Wow,  Marksville,  LA.  Guest  entertainers 
include:  Doanne  Shenandoah,  Hawk,  and  Dackie  Crow.  There  will  also  be  an 
Archery  Contest  (Traditional  Longbow  & Recurve).  Info:  (800)  946-1946,  ext. 
2036. 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  Damie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 

May  26-28:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  at  Lions  Club  Park,  Hwy. 

160  East,  Alton,  MO. 

Sponsored  by  Lost  Cherokees  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  Lions  Club  of  Alton,  and 
the  Missouri  Humanities  of  Art.  Special  Guest:  actor  Larry  Sellers  (Cloud 
Dancing).  $2,000.00  cash  drawing  on  Saturday  night  (must  be  present  to  win). 
HSD:  Soldier  Creek  Singers;  MC:  Orville  Kirk;  AD:  Dim  Vinyard;  HM:  Dim 
Peters;  HL:  Shelly  Allen;  HGD:  Stanley  Dohn  "Redshirt";  Head  Boy:  Ben  Bear; 
Head  Girl:  Mary  Katharine  Bear;  Princess:  Mary  Bighorse  Dr.  Admission:  $6.00 
- adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12  & seniors  over  60;  children  under  3 & 
Scouts  in  uniform  admitted  free..  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm  - 10pm;  Saturday, 
11am  - 10pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 6pm.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 

May  27-28:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3028  or  (888)  291-0632. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www. redearth . org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  10-11:  Cullman  County  Indian  Festival,  at  Smith  Lake  Park,  Cullman,  AL. 
Sponsored  by  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  -6pm;  Sunday 
10am  -5pm.  MC:  Richard  White  Wolf  Pyle;  HD:  White  Horse  Singers;  FP:  Tommy 


Wildcat.  Also  featuring:  Steve  Edges  of  the  American  Indian  Museum,  Bankhead 
National  Forest  archaeologist  lean  Allen,  and  Dave  White  Wolf  Trezak.  Camp 
sites  available.  Info:  Billy  Shaw,  8251  Co.  Road  310,  Cullman,  AL  35057  or 
(256)  737-9163. 

Dune  10-11:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  Blevins  Field,  Delbarton,  WV.  Sponsored 
by  the  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  & the  City  of 
Delbarton.  Free  admission.  Camping  available.  HM : Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL : 

Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  lennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw;  FID:  Mother 
Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  GE:  noon  on  Saturday;  1pm  on 
Sunday.  Vendor  info:  applel0@aol.com;  General  info:  wkngbear@cwv.net. 

Dune  16-17:  Union  Grove  Pow  Wow,  Van  Floy  Family  Campgrounds,  Union  Grove, 

NC.  Info:  Tim  Deane  (423)  932-0908. 


Date:  Sun,  23  Apr  2000  16:31:50  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : More  Events  Updates 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County 
Fairgrounds,  Anniston,  AL.  Student  Days:  Weds.-Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow 
wow  times:  Fri.,  5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12 
noon  Sunday.  FID:  TBA;  FHM : Anthony  Waters;  FHL : Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native 
American  Flonor  Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker. 

This  is  a non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for 
all  drums  & dancers.  Info:  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail: 
raven spiritwalker@yahoo . com . 

Apr.  28-30:  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
Guntersville  National  Guard  Armory,  on  Creek  Path  Road,  off  of  Hwy.  79, 
Guntersville,  AL.  Schedule:  Fri.,  Childrens  Day  from  8am-3pm.  GO:  7:30am, 

GE:  9am  (demonstration  dancing),  GC:  10:30pm.  Concessions  open 
7:30am-7:00pm.  Bonfire  from  7pm-10pm.  Vendors  are  welcome  to  stay  open 
during  bonfire;  Sat.,  GO:  8am,  registration  deadline  for  Princess  contest. 
Dance  & Drum  competition  is  10:30am.  Dance  & Princess  registration  fee  is 
$3.00.  Over  $7,000.00  is  available  for  Dance  prize  money.  Drum  competition 
has  $1,000.00  in  prize  money.  All  Native  American  Drums  are  welcome.  GE: 
11am,  competition  from  noon  til  8pm.  There  will  also  be  an  archery 
competition  sponsored  by  Taylor  Self  Bows.  Bonfire  7pm  til  10pm  - vendors 
may  remain  open.  GC:  10:30pm;  Sun.,  GO:  10am,  GE:  12  noon,  competition 
finals  from  1pm  til  5pm.  FID:  White  Florse  Singers;  FHM : Running  Florse  Spirit 
Smith;  FIL:  Dorothy  Flelton;  AD:  Gary  Thunder  Eagle  Tousey;  MC:  TBA.  Grounds 
security  & EMT  service  will  be  provided.  Admission:  $5.00  - adults;  $3.00  - 
children  under  12.  Concessions,  shower  facilities,  handicap  facilities 
available.  Free  primitive  camping  available  for  dancers  & drums.  Vendor 
info:  Dames  Moon,  PO  Box  169,  Holly  Pond,  AL  35083  (256)  796-8900;  Drum  & 
Dancers  contact:  Gina  Williamson,  5005  Elizabeth  St.,  Guntersville,  AL  35976 
(256)  582-0114;  Schools  & youth  groups  contact:  Trish  Pearce,  1226  Alabama 
Hwy.  68,  Albertville,  AL  35951  (256)  878-0758. 

Apr.  28-30:  Bikers  & Native  American  Festival,  8921  Hwy.  25-East, 

Belleview,  FL.  The  event  is  to  benefit  the  Vietnam  Veteran's  Memorial  Moving 
Wall  and  to  Homeless  Veterans.  MC:  Dohn  Ferguson;  HD:  Red  Wing  Spirit 
Singers;  FP:  Spirit  Warrior.  Live  entertainment  featuring  Dave  White  Wolf 
Trezak  and  the  Redhawk  Band;  performances  by  The  Last  Patrol;  Native 
American  dancing,  crafts,  raffles,  door  prizes,  & more.  Camping  is  $10.00 
per  day  per  person.  No  animals  allowed,  except  for  those  of  handicapped 
people.  Info:  Snoopy  (352)  347-2897,  Ghost  (352)  615-7881,  or 
tmcvolco@aol . com . 

Apr.  28-30:  12th  Annual  Native  American  Festival,  at  The  Casements,  Ormond 
Beach,  FL.  Non-competition  Intertribal  Dancing,  Aztec  Dancers  from  Mexico, 
traditional  encampments.  Big  Mountain  Dancers,  Native  American  food  & music. 
Iron  Horse  Whip  Show,  wildlife  exhibits.  Hoop  Dancing,  reptile  show, 
storytelling.  Native  Crafts.  Hours:  Friday,  6pm-10pm;  Sat.,  10am-10pm;  Sun., 


10am-6pm.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults;  $2.00  - children  ages  3-12.  School  Day 
is  9am-3pm  on  Friday,  with  arena  shows  at  9:45  & 11:15.  One  teacher  or 
chaperone  is  admitted  free  with  every  10  students.  Space  is  limited,  so  call 
for  reservations.  The  Casements  Cultural  Center  is  located  at  25  Riverside 
Dr.,  Ormond  Beach,  FL  32176.  Info:  (904)  676-3216  or  e-mail: 
casement s0@aol . com . 

Apr.  28-30:  31st  Annual  Riverfest,  Columbus,  GA.  A cultural  & fine  arts 
festival  that  will  feature  dance  exhibitions  & drumming  by  The  Plainsmen, 
educational  presentations  on  Southeastern  history,  and  storytelling  by  Nancy 
Basket.  Primitive  skills  demonstrations  coordinated  by  Skills  Alive!  will 
include  brain  tanning  by  Chris  Maness,  flint  knapping  by  Ben  Kirkland, 
pottery  by  Michel  Stuckey,  basketry  by  Nancy  Basket,  earthen  oven  cooking  & 
history  by  Russ  Cutts,  and  an  array  of  aboriginal  skills  by  Mac  Maness.  All 
dancers  in  authentic  regalia  are  welcome.  The  festival  also  includes  a 
carnival,  a lack  Russell  Terrier  show,  and  the  Georgia  State  BBQ  Cook-off. 
Info:  The  Columbus  Flistorical  Foundation  (706)  576-4760  or 
www . columbusriverfest . com . 

Apr.  29-30:  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  & Wapacoli  Ani 
Gathering,  at  Mason-Dixon  Park,  Core,  WV.  Free  admission.  HD:  Mother  Earth 
Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum;  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Patsy  Raven 
in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Jennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw.  Camping  is  available. 

GE:  Saturday  at  noon,  Sunday  at  1:00pm.  Vendor  info:  applel0@aol.com; 

General  info:  wkngbear@cwv.net. 

Apr.  29-30:  Alabama  Society  of  Traditional  Bowmen  Shoot,  at  Tannehill 
Ironworks  Historical  State  Park,  McCalla,  AL.  Archery  competition  using 
traditional  bows  & arrows.  Benefits  go  to  Children's  Hospital. 

Sat.,  8am-5pm;  Sun.,  8am-2pm.  Info:  Helon  Riggins  (205)  477-5711. 

May  5-7:  Craven  County  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Craven  Co.  Fairground,  New  Bern, 
NC.  HD:  Estayapi  Wambli;  MC:  John  Blackfeather  Jefferies;  HM:  Cody  Jacobs; 
HL:  Dawn  Jones;  AD:  Tyrone  Grayhorse.  Info:  Deborah  Wayne  (252)  244-0357  or 
Ruth  Grayhorse  (910)  424-3437. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia,  AL.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in 
Wetumpka  at  7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon 
their  removal  to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing, 
McFarland  Park  in  Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in 
Gourd  Dance:  Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Tuscumbia.  Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax: 
773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  7:  Gathering  of  the  People,  at  Gene  Bagwell's  place  in  the  Bankhead 
National  Forest,  in  northwest  AL.  Covered  dish  luncheon  about  1:00pm, 

Sunday.  Everyone  welcome.  You  may  come  on  Saturday  & camp  out.  Info:  (256) 
292-3584. 

May  12-14:  Healing  Arts  Festival,  Red  Boiling  Springs,  TN.  This  event 
features  practicioners  of  Native  American  and  other  Alternative  Healing 
methods.  There  will  be  lectures,  food  & entertainment;  time  for  learning, 
sharing  & socializing;  lots  of  plants  for  sale  <in  time  for  Spring 
planting>,  and  vendors  selling  their  wares.  Info:  (615)  666-7210. 

May  12-14:  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  Withlacoochee  River  Park,  Dade  City,  FL. 
AD:  Don  Aripeka  Jones;  WS:  Creek  Nation  Color  Guard;  HSD:  Lords  of  the 
Plains.  General  admission:  $2.00.  Children  12  & under,  admitted  free.  GO: 

9am  each  day.  GC:  10pm  on  Friday  & Saturday;  5pm  on  Sunday.  Info:  Mittie 
Wood  (352)  583-3388,  Sharon  Thomas  (352)  521-3012,  or  Withlacoochee  River 
Park  (352)  567-0264. 

May  12-14:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  Tomahawk  Park,  Copley,  WV. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  AAIWV  Children's  Fund  and  the  AAIWV  Food  Bank. 


Admission:  adults  - $2.00  plus  1 non-perishable  canned  good;  children  (13  & 
under)  - 1 non-perishable  canned  good.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Bonnie  Red 
Basket;  MC:  Tony  Dennings  & Dim  Stewart  Many  Hands;  AD:  Frank  Two  Horse;  HD: 
Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drums:  Our  Brothers  Drum  & Mystic  Lake  Singers. 
Other  drums  are  welcome.  Contacts:  Sandy  Murano  (Vendors)  (304)  349-2088  or 
lrobin@ruralnet . org;  Mel  Charlton  (Drums)  (304)  683-3647  or 
charlton@cwv.net;  Zina  Turner  (Volunteers)  (304)  926-8894  or 
turtlbear@aol . com;  Peggy  Coulter  (General  Info)  (304)  563-6113  or 
tritr4@prodigy . net . 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab,  AL.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around  a 
native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged.  Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe 
(256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf;  HL:  Barbara 
Hull;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  On-site  camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission 
charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail: 
ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

May  19-20:  Claremore  Pow  Wow,  Will  Rogers  Downs  Racetrack  Facility,  east  of 
Claremore,  OK.  Info:  Info:  (918)  341-6420. 

May  19-21:  Midlands  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  South  Carolina  State 
Fairgrounds  at  Abernathy  Arena,  Columbia,  SC.  Sponsored  by  the  Midlands 
Intertribal  Empowerment  Group.  MC:  Dim  Ross;  HM:  Archie  Hoffman;  HL:  Yvonne 
Fletcher;  HGD:  Herschel  Kaulhity;  HD:  Millard  Clark  & the  Southern  Singers; 
ST:  Dr.  Will  M.  Goins;  Hoop  Dancer:  Daniel  Tramper;  WS:  Southern  Warriors 
Society.  Gourd  Dancing  on  Saturday  & Sunday.  GO:  Friday,  4pm;  Saturday  10am; 
Sunday,  11am.  GE:  Friday,  7pm;  Saturday,  1pm  & 6pm;  Sunday,  1pm.  Info: 

Curtis  Boone,  PO  Box  7512,  Columbia,  SC  29202  or  (803)  254-9442.  Website: 
www . powwows . com/mieg . 

May  19-21:  Tunica-Biloxi  Pow  Wow,  Marksville,  LA.  Guest  entertainers 
include:  Doanne  Shenandoah,  Hawk,  and  Dackie  Crow.  There  will  also  be  an 
Archery  Contest  (Traditional  Longbow  & Recurve).  Info:  (800)  946-1946,  ext. 
2036. 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  Damie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 

May  26-28:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  at  Lions  Club  Park,  Hwy. 

160  East,  Alton,  MO. 

Sponsored  by  Lost  Cherokees  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  Lions  Club  of  Alton,  and 
the  Missouri  Humanities  of  Art.  Special  Guest:  actor  Larry  Sellers  (Cloud 
Dancing).  $2,000.00  cash  drawing  on  Saturday  night  (must  be  present  to  win). 
HSD:  Soldier  Creek  Singers;  MC:  Orville  Kirk;  AD:  Dim  Vinyard;  HM:  Dim 
Peters;  HL:  Shelly  Allen;  HGD:  Stanley  Dohn  "Redshirt";  Head  Boy:  Ben  Bear; 
Head  Girl:  Mary  Katharine  Bear;  Princess:  Mary  Bighorse  Dr.  Admission:  $6.00 
- adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12  & seniors  over  60;  children  under  3 & 
Scouts  in  uniform  admitted  free..  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm  - 10pm;  Saturday, 
11am  - 10pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 6pm.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 

May  27-28:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3028  or  (888)  291-0632. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing. 


crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www. redearth . org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  For  more  pow  wow  listings,  check  out 
Wanige's  Pow  Wows  & Events,  at 

http://members.aol.com/_ht_a/txrose8018myhomepage/collection.html.  This  is  a 
site  maintained  by  a friend  of  mine  who  took  my  listings  of  Southeastern 
Events  and  added  other  listings  from  across  the  nation.  This  friend  also 
publishes  the  Blue  Eagle  News,  a Native  American  online  newsletter.  You  can 
subscribe  to  this  newsletter  by  sending  a request  to  TxRose8018@aol.com. 

Another  online  newsletter  I can  recommend  is  Wotanging  Ikche,  which  is 
available  by  sending  your  subscription  request  to  gars@netcom.com.  Both  of 
these  newsletters  carry  my  pow  wow  & events  listings,  as  well  as  those 
contributed  by  others. 

Please  note:  These  events  listings  are  sent  out  on  request  to  interested 
parties.  Anyone  wishing  to  subsrcibe  or  unsubsrcibe  should  send  their 
request  to  Wanigel@hotmail.com.  You  may  also  send  event  announcements  & 
corrections  to  these  addresses.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  these 
listings  with  your  friends. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Biah  Yazzie  Seminole,  Sister  Fox,  Debra  Krol,  Chris  Milda,  Martha  E Ture, 
Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Lona,  Danet  Smith,  Cyd  Crue,  Larry  Innes, 
Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Dean  BraveHeart,  Buffalo  Folks,  Brock  Conway, 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Akicita  Cikala  via  Dana  Lone  Hill, 
Harvey  Arden,  Dohn  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:48:17  2000 
Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  19:29:13  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.019 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw,  LPDC 
& Paths-L  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"Our  most  important  work  before  all  else,  is  our  survival  as  a people. 

This  means  we  must  work  unceasingly,  no  matter  what  the  odds,  for  the 
honoring  of  the  treaties.  We  must  never  lose  sight  of  that.  I fear 
that  Indian  people  will  lose  our  land  base,  that  those  who  would  drive 
us  off  our  territories  into  nonexistence  will  succeed.  Our  vigilance 
and  our  total  determination  in  this  regard  must  never  let  up." 

"No,  not  ever." 

_ Leonard  Peltier,  from  "Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sundance" 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

l I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 


! Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

I Dourney  [ 

t The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  j 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

i I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 


plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Of  course,  Leonard  (in  the  quote  above)  has  much  to  fear;  not  just  in 
his  personal  battle  for  freedom,  but  also  for  the  treaties.  The  last 
unbroken  treaty  in  the  United  States  was  broken  during  the  Kennedy 
administration.  It  was  like  the  last  unbroken  window  in  an  abandoned 
warehouse.  Someone  just  had  to  put  a rock  through  it.  Canada  has  not 
done  much  better.  Ask  those  Mohawk  who  try  to  cross  the  bridge  across 
an  invisible  line  dividing  the  Mohawk  Nation. 

It  is  little  wonder  there  have  been  declarations  of  sovereignty.  As 
a Cherokee/Blackfoot  I proud  of  the  Blackfoot  declaration.  I am  also 
concerned.  We  have  all  seen  too  many  times  how  spiteful  the  dominant 
society  can  be.  We  also  know  they  may  have  shrugged  at  one  sovereignty 
move;  but  as  the  Oglala  and  others  take  similar  stands  there  will  be 
alarm,  then  anger. 

For  what  reason?  Supposedly,  we  have  been  sovereign  nations  all 
along,  or  did  the  suited  men  in  star  chambers  believe  oppression  would 
eventually  kill  our  pride  so  much  we  could  no  longer  stand? 

We  are  still  here.  We  are  still  proud.  It  is  time  for  a turning 
of  the  page.  A circle  awaits  completion. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 
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Date:  Tue,  25  Apr  2000  16:40:40  -0700 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Arlene  Hamilton's  Exclusion 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  UNCLE3AKE74@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Ya ' a ' teeh 

The  Kangaroo  Court  over  at  Waynes  World  has  ruled  for  Arlene  Hamiltons 
exclusion.  I will  have  more  on  this  in  the  next  VFH,  but  for  now  I pass 
on  a statement  by  Arlene  herself. 

For  all  my  relations 
BoPeep 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A note  to  the  reader: 

I am  going  on  the  Internet  for  the  first  time  with  a direct  statement  to 
the  global  public  for  ONE  REASON: 

To  communicate  with  all  my  relatives  who  know  and  love  Big  Mountain  and 
all  that  the  Dine  & Hopi  Traditionals  stand  for  - the  Highest  Good  for  all 
living  things. 

My  humble  thanks  and  honor  to  the  Sundancers  whose  prayers  and  suffering 
all  these  years  still  keeps  the  sacred  land,  the  traditional  people  and  the 
language,  ancient  culture,  and  ceremonial  life  intact.  Thank  you  to  the 
sundance  leaders. 

The  people  united  will  never  be  defeated. 

All  my  love,  respect,  prayers. 

Arlene  Hamilton 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER  NOW 

This  is  a personal  statement  directly  from  Arlene  Hamilton,  president  of 
Weaving  For  Freedom,  in  response  to  the  ruling  of  exclusion  by  the  Hopi 
Tribal  Council. 

April  22,  2000 

To  all  my  brothers  and  sisters  throughout  America  and  across  the  great 
waters  who  have  prayed  for  and  cared  about  the  traditional  Dine  and  Hopi 
people  who  continue  to  resist  mining  of  their  ancestral  land,  I greet  you, 

I send  all  of  my  love  and  thanks  to  you. 

Like  the  Dine  grandmothers  who  are  caretakers  of  the  sacred  Altar  of  Big 
Mountain,  you  too  are  protectors  of  this  land.  I know  that  many  of  you 
have  sacrificed  and  worked  and  given  of  yourself  throughout  the  years  to 
protect  the  Dine  people  and  Big  Mountain.  I send  prayers  to  you  from  my 
heart.  You  are  all  very  important  to  this  monumental  struggle.  I know 
that  many  of  you  know  the  history  of  Big  Mountain  and  that  the  issues  are 
very  complex  and  the  media  distorts  the  truth.  I trust  all  of  you  have 
your  "sifters"  out  when  you  read  the  newspapers  etc  and  sift  through  what 
the  U.S  Govt,  and  Peabody  Coal  Co.  propaganda  to  understand  the  truth. 

Two  days  ago,  upon  returning  from  Geneva,  Switzerland  ( I travelled  with 
Louise  Benally  to  the  U.N  to  present  Item  11:  Religious  Intolerance  to  the 
Human  Rights  Commission)  When  I came  back  I went  to  Los  Angeles  for  24 


hours.  I went  to  meet  with  Woody  Harrelsons  assistant,  while  I was  in  his 
office  I received  a call  from  my  lawyer  telling  me  that  the  Hopi  Tribal 
Chairman  ruled  for  the  EXCLUSION  ORDER  on  me.  Yes,  I cried,  I felt 
terribly  sad  and  devastated  to  hear  that  they  actually  ruled  exclusion.  I 
immediately  called  Tony  Serra's  office  to  file  an  appeal  to  the  Hopi 
Chairman.  Many  of  the  Dine  Elders  cried  with  me  in  their  arms  BEFORE  the 
exclusion  order  came  out  because  of  the  sadness  that  it  has  gone  this  far. 
After  I met  with  Woodys  assistant,  I then  met  with  Dohn  Paul  Dejoria 
briefly.  I spoke  of  the  concern  for  religious  freedom  rights  out  here 
especially  this  year  in  regard  to  Anne  Mae  Sundance.  For  the  first  time 
in  17  years  I have  GREAT  CONCERN  for  the  SAFETY  of  the  Dine  people  and 
all  nations  that  will  come  to  pray  here  in  Duly. 

I then  came  back  to  Tuba  City.  When  I got  there  I was  faced  with 
numerous  newspaper  articles  about  my  case.  One  of  them  said  "I  was  on 
trial  for  my  17  years  of  relief  work  for  the  Dine  people  residing  on  HPL". 
Many  articles  put  out  by  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  said  I have  "violated 
Hopi  laws  for  years".  This  is  news  to  me.  I have  never  been  convicted  of 
a crime  on  Hopi  land.  And  since  when  is  it  a crime  to  feed  Dine  and  Hopi 
people.  At  the  Witness  Camp  all  we  did  was  plant  cornfields  for  the  Dine 
elders,  shear  sheep,  repair  fences,  haul  water,  chop  wood,  cook,  and 
learn  weaving,  carding,  spinning  and  various  traditional  plant  dyes  for 
the  wool.  Where  in  America  is  this  breaking  the  law?  And  many  Hopi  people 
have  told  me  that  then  hopi  Tribal  Council  represents  the  U.S.  Govt.,  not 
Hopi  traditional  sacred  laws. 

Also  11  out  of  12  Hopi  witnesses  testified  on  my  behalf,  saying  not  a 
blade  of  grass  was  harmed  by  the  temporary  Tipis  I put  up  and  removed 
after  8 weeks.  The  Hopi  Rangers/Monitors  stated  I was  always  kind, 
respectful  and  fully  co-operative  with  them  when  they  came  to  the  camp 
armed  15  times.  They  even  stated  I "fed  them  on  several  occasions". 

Finally  all  of  them  stated  that  they  NEVER  told  me  to  leave  or  take 
anything  down  in  the  8 weeks  I was  there. 

My  lawyer  called  it  "entrapment"  to  prepare  for  my  exclusion  because  I 
had  verbal  permission  from  the  Director  of  Hopi  Lands  to  put  the  tipis  up. 
Even  the  hopi  Rangers  stated  that  it  was  110  to  115  degree  weather  and 
high  winds  and  that  I put  up  the  tipis  to  protect  elders  and  childrens 
health  during  the  educational  classes,  which  also  included  Dine  language 
and  Dine  geology  and  history. 

I have  never  committed  any  crimes,  I worked  to  prevent  violence  out  here 
for  17  years.  No-one  can  imagine  what  Sarah  Katenay  and  I went  through  to 
keep  the  Sundance  Arbor  up  at  Survival  Camp  for  14  years.  In  1992  we 
finally  had  to  build  a fence  and  locked  gate  to  keep  BIA  trucks  from 
entering  as  the  BIA  tried  every  year  to  take  down  the  Arbor.  We  prevented 
violence  for  years  out  here  CONSTANTLY  in  peaceful  negotiations  with 
Federal,  Tribal,  and  Corporate  officials.  Even  Robert  Carolin,  former  BIA 
Superintendent,  stated  that  "there  will  be  no  violence  if  Arlene  Hamilton 
is  there,  she  won't  allow  it."  Elders  have  had  me  escort  people  who  had 
weapons  off  the  land  on  several  occasions.  No  weapons,  no  violence  is 
ever  permitted  out  here. 

At  the  Witness  Camp  last  summer  Hopi  Rangers  and  Monitors  came  and  took 
latitude  and  longitude  with  GPS  computers  at  the  Tipi  door.  3 hours 
later  Apache  helicopters  swarmed  the  camp  at  tree  top  level  for  days.  I 
thought  I was  in  a movie.  Then,  when  Bonnie  Whitesinger,  myself,  and 
Swaneagle  went  to  get  help  one  night  we  were  followed  by  one  helicopter 
next  to  us  and  6 more  helicopters  over  our  vehicle  for  more  than  20 
minutes.  They  were  silent  and  they  were  scary.  At  the  Witness  Camp,  when 
the  helicopters  came,  the  writer  from  Mother  Dones  magazine  said  "Arlene, 

I wouldn't  believe  this  if  I didn't  see  it  for  myself.  But  when  he 
checked  with  the  Airforce  to  find  out  who  ordered  the  helicopters,  no-one 
knew  anything  about  these  overflights.  Strange  isn't  it? 

Meanwhile  the  Elders  and  college  students  were  planting  corn  while 
overflights  in  planes  flying  low  over  the  fields  were  talking  with  Rangers 
in  the  trucks  below.  This  is  an  example  of  harassment  and  religious 
intolerance.  Corn  planting  is  sacred  and  ceremonial  and  the  way  the 
people  plant  corn  has  been  instructed  by  the  Holy  Ones  and  Great  Spirit. 
The  college  students  could  not  believe  that  the  Elders  have  to  live  and 


work  under  these  conditions. 

I continued  to  feed  50  Elders  and  kids  a day  for  8 weeks  at  the  Witness 
Camp.  Many  people  helped  us  do  the  Witness  Camp.  We  had  no  idea  that  the 
Hopi  Tribe  would  consider  the  sacred  Tipis  "illegal  structures"  - this  is 
the  basis  of  my  exclusion,  as  well  as  "unlawful  assembly".  What  kind  of  a 
threat  is  Elderly  weavers  spinning  and  carding  wool  in  a Tipi? 

The  truth  is  that  I do  not  blame  Hopi  Tribe  or  Hopi  men  or  women,  I 
blame  Peabody  Coal  Co.  executives  Irl  Inglehart  and  Howard  Carson  for 
these  continuous  inhumane  activities.  I feel  sorry  for  Eugene  Kaye  that  he 
is  being  used  this  far  for  making  way  for  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  now  owned  by 
Lehman  Bros.  Investment  Corp. 

The  teachers  od  America  need  to  be  aware  and  begin  to  speak  up  and 
organize  to  protect  these  Native  American  people  that  live  on  top  of  the 
100  billion  dollars  worth  of  coal  that  Peabody  is  so  greedy  and  hungry 
for,  because  American  teachers  pension  funds  are  held  in  Lehman  Bros 
Investment  Corp. 

Even  Hopi  Tribal  employees  have  told  me  that  these  Dine  Elders  could  be 
the  Hopi  grandchildrens  best  advocates  because  they  are  standing  up  to 
protect  sacred  land  and  the  sacred  altar  of  Mother  Earth 

After  17  years  out  here  it  is  clear  to  me  that  the  Hopi  and  Dine  people 
care  for  each  other  and  are  not  able  to  have  freedom  of  speech  about  their 
traditional  lives  together  and  concern  for  each  other. 

The  main  issue  now  is  that  I can  ot  let  this  exclusion  order  upset 
these  elders  more  than  they  already  are,  when  I came  back  so  many  elders 
cried  in  my  arms  about  this.  We  are  family  now,  I have  met  with  these 
Dine  weavers  in  resistance,  four  generations  for  17  years  and  followed 
all  of  their  guidance  and  direction.  I have  been  accountable  for  sending 
over  one  million  dollars  to  these  weavers  in  the  past  15  years  with  the 
gracious  help  of  hundreds  of  concerned  brothers  and  sisters  throughout 
America . 

Weaving  For  Freedom  (as  the  Elders  named  it)  is  a weaving  collective  of 
both  signers  and  non-signers  who  have  met  together  every  2-3  months  for  17 
years  as  a collective  making  all  the  decision.  These  weavers  have  been 
nominated  the  Greatest  Cultural  Design  Artists  in  the  world  by  people  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland.  The  weaving  collective  was  established  in  1983 

All  of  the  Elder  weavers,  and  the  younger  generations,  are  committed  to 
getting  the  areas  of  Red  Willow  Springs,  Cactus  Valley,  Thin  Rock  Mesa, 
Blue  Canyon,  Mosquito  Springs,  Red  Lake,  and  Big  Mountain  preserved  as  a 
National  Historic  Cultural  Preservation  Site. 

The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  members  have  told  me  if  we  can  get  it  "brought 
to  the  table"  that  they  would  vote  "yes"  on  it.  But  they  are  getting  paid 
to  make  way  for  mining  and  they  cannot  get  it  brought  up  or  they  will 
lose  their  jobs. 

I understand  that  the  people  need  to  work  to  feed  their  children.  When  I 
go  in  the  Hopi  offices  everyone  is  kind  and  nice  to  me.  There  are  no  enemy 
lines.  I have  respect  for  the  people.  I just  hope  and  pray  that  some  of 
them  will  speak  up  and  say  ":this  is  wrong  what  is  happening  to  the  Dine 
people".  It  was  humanitarians  in  the  Hopi  tribe  that  finally  opened  six 
water  wells  for  the  Dine  families  in  isolated  areas.  The  men  that  are 
humanitarians  in  the  Hopi  Tribe,  like  Arnold  Taylor,  Emmett  Navakaku, 
Clayton  Honeyumptewa,  Sgt.  Vicente,  and  Ranger  Clifford  Nodman  Dr., 
should  speak  up  more  and  be  listened  to  as  they  defend  human  rights  and 
religious  freedom  rights  for  the  people.  It  is  time. 

I thought  Eugene  Kaye  (Hopi  Chief  of  staff)  looked  on  me  as  a daughter 
by  how  many  times  he  sent  Rangers  to  check  on  me.  And  all  the  money  they 
spent  on  gas  I could  have  fed  more  Elderlies  and  children.  I still 
believe  that  somewhere  in  his  heart  and  soul  that  Eugene  Kaye  does 
respect  my  work  with  the  Dine  people  and  my  endurance  under  these 
conditions  out  here  all  these  years,  but  the  Peabody  pressure  is  too  much. 

To  all  of  you  who  read  this,  under  the  Exclusion  order  I can  no  longer 
live  with  Roberta  Blackgoat,  who  raised  me  for  17  years.  She  is  83  years 
old  and  she  is  extremely  kind  and  a very  spiritual  woman.  For  2 years  I am 
not  allowed  to  come  to  the  resistors  homes,  but  says  the  ruling  "because 
of  all  my  good  work"  I will  be  allowed  after  2 years,  with  permission  and 
special  conditions. 


So  now  I will  meet  with  the  Dine  weavers  on  the  NPL  side  of  the  fence. 

We  will  continue  to  work  together  to  bring  these  sacred  weavings  that 
reflect  the  Dine  weavers  religious  ties  to  the  land  to  the  American 
Public. 

Please  set  up  Rug  Shows  in  your  areas  and  contact  us  for  more  info 
through  weavingfree@hotmail.com. 

I would  also  ask  that  all  of  you  write  letters  to  the  Hopi  Chairman 
Wayne  Taylor,  PO  Box  123,  Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039,  asking  for  NO  EXCLUSION 
ORDERS  and  requesting  to  preserve  this  ancient  area  as  a National 
Historic  Cultural  Preservation  Site. 

Everyone  should  know  that  Peabody  Coal  Co.  and  their  executives  Irl 
Inglehart  and  Howard  Carson  have  never  restored  the  areas  around  Kayenta 
or  Black  Mesa  mines.  They  continue  to  disturb  sacred  burial  sites  even 
though  the  Elders  have  been  clear  - "NO  MORE  REBURIALS",  and  nothing 
grows  around  the  mines.  We  cannot  allow  them  to  rape  the  Mother  earth 
anymore.  They  mine  and  then  leave  it  trashed,  depleted,  and  poisoned.  And 
they  want  to  get  to  this  coal,  water,  and  uranium,  they  are  like  hungry 
animals,  frothing  at  the  mouth  trying  to  push  everyone  out  of  the  way  so 
they  can  mine  here.  I was  offered  $200,000  by  Howard  Carson  asking  me  not 
to  bring  the  Dine  Elders  to  London  to  meet  with  Hanson  Corp.  I refused 
the  offer  and  said  all  we  will  settle  for  is  protection  of  land,  culture, 
and  endangered  people.  Even  Eugene  Kaye  said  "you  must  really  be  committed 
to  these  elders"  in  response  to  me  refusing  that  offer. 

In  conclusion,  they  (Peabody  and  U.S.  Govt)  think  if  they  get  me  out  of 
the  way,  and  others,  then  they  will  be  able  to  mine  here.  I trust  that  ALL 
OF  AMERICA  will  hear  the  Earth  crying  out  to  us  and  not  let  this  sacred 
Altar  here  at  Big  Mountain  be  disturbed.  It  must  be  protected  for  the 
whole  human  family. 

Already,  many  people  from  around  the  world  are  mobilizing  to  make  Lehman 
Bros.  Investments  firm  be  accountable  for  Human  Rights  and  Religious 
Freedom  Rights.  Please  join  us  in  this  mobilization.  If  you  are  a strong 
person,  come  and  plant  corn  with  the  Elders  this  May,  and  go  to  the  Hopi 
Tribe  to  get  permits  first.  Lets  see  if  the  office  will  issue  permits  to 
help  the  people  out  here.  I applied  3 times  for  permits  for  the  Witness 
Camp  and  they  kept  telling  me  IT  WAS  COMING;  it  wasn't  until  the  fifth 
week  of  the  Camp  that  I was  finally  told  by  Eugene  Kaye  that  my  permit 
was  denied.  I pleaded  with  Eugene  Kaye  not  to  make  me  a "criminal"  for 
helping  the  Elders  and  the  children  all  these  years,  I cried  with  him, . . . 
he  just  looked  at  me. 

I hope  and  pray  one  morning  he  will  wake  up  and  decide  that  all  the  $'s 
or  hotels  in  Palm  Springs  are  not  worth  the  suffering  that  Peabody  Coal  Co. 
has  caused,  including  the  destruction  of  the  ozone  layer  by  burning  fossil 
fuel  creating  global  warming  and  extreme  weather  conditions.  I hope  and 
pray  he  will  wake  up  one  morning  and  say  lets  change  to  alternative 
energy,  and  let  the  Elders  and  future  generations.  Dine  and  Hopi,  live  in 
peace.  And  that  he  will  no  longer  participate  in  the  lies,  propaganda  and 
destructive  activity  of  Peabody  Coal  Co. 

Yes,  I still  have  faith  and  I am  so  proud  of  the  Dine  Elders  courage  to 
carry  on  their  prayers  and  ceremonial  life  and  love  of  the  earth  and  all 
of  humanity. 

Again,  all  of  you  are  so  very  important  to  us,  have  faith,  pray  more,  be 
united  in  solidarity  with  us. 

I will  never  give  up 
I love  you  all 
Arlene  Hamilton 
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Land  consolidation  headed  through  Congress 
By  David  Melmer 
Today  staff 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  - More  than  a century  of  methodology  in  the  way  American 
Indians  pass  parcels  of  land  to  their  heirs  may  change  if  Congress 
approves  proposed  legislation. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  unanimously  approved  a bill 
introduced  by  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  and  sent  it  on  to  the 
full  Senate.  The  bill's  intent  is  to  reduce  administrative  snafus  that 
occurred  in  the  past  through  allotment  acts  and  legislation  that  couldn't 
get  past  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  Campbell  said  the  result  has  been  poor 
management  of  lease  payments  and  an  estimated  $2.5  billion  missing. 

One  of  the  causes  of  bungled  accounting  practices,  the  BIA  claims,  is  in 
dealing  with  family  lands  that  pass  to  heirs  in  small  percentages, 
creating  hundreds  of  owners  for  a small  parcel  of  land.  In  some  cases 
owners  can't  be  located  and  in  others  lease  checks  may  total  only  a few 
cents  a year. 

"Today  we  begin  real  Indian  trust  management  reforms  by  getting  at  the 
core  problem  - land  fractionation,"  Sen.  Campbell  said. 

"The  current  situation  is  yet  another  example  of  the  federal  government 
putting  burdens  on  Indian  country  that  do  not  exist  anywhere  else.  If  we 
are  serious  about  self-determination,  then  we  have  to  roll  back  arcane 
laws  and  put  tribes  in  a position  where  they  can  compete  for  jobs  and 
investment . " 

The  bill  attempts  to  reverse  the  1887  Dawes  Act  which  was  designed  to 
break  up  Indian  reservations  and  promote  assimilation.  Since  the  law  was 
enacted,  the  passing  of  each  generation  created  more  owners  until  some 
small  parcels  have  hundreds. 

The  1934  Indian  Reorganization  Act  stopped  the  allotment  policy  and 
provided  that  tribes  could  begin  to  re-establish  land  bases.  It  did  not, 
however,  prevent  the  division  of  land  interest  between  descendants  of  the 
landowners . 

For  example,  if  an  American  Indian  landowner  left  160  acres  to  four 
heirs,  each  would  own  a 25  percent  interest  in  total  acreage  - they  would 
not  inherit  40  acres. 

If  each  of  the  four  heirs  had  four  heirs,  the  interest  in  the  land  would 
be  divided  64  ways  leaving  each  with  less  than  2 percent  of  the  total. 

With  the  new  amendments,  the  tribes  would  gain  control  of  the  interests 
in  the  land  after  lease  payments  covered  the  purchase  price.  This  is  the 
most  controversial  portion  of  the  bill,  Campbell  said. 

The  bill  attacks  the  problem  in  three  ways.  First  it  would  reform 
probate  of  interests  in  the  allotted  lands  and  place  limitations  on  who 
can  inherit  the  interests.  Parents,  children,  grandchildren,  grandparents, 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  decedent  are  eligible  to  inherit  parcels  of 
the  land,  provided  it  is  not  2 percent  or  less  of  the  parcel.  Non-Indian 
or  non-tribal  member  spouses  are  provided  for  in  recommended  probate  laws 
the  tribes  are  encouraged  to  incorporate. 

Another  provision  of  the  bill  will  turn  over  2 percent  or  less  of  the 
ownership  to  the  tribe,  unless  provisions  are  made  in  a valid  will.  "This 
provision  will  be  controversial,  but  the  administration  insists  that  it  is 
necessary  to  address  one  of  the  root  causes  of  our  trust  asset  management 
difficulties,"  Campbell  said. 

"The  Supreme  Court  found  this  section  unconstitutional  because  it 
restricted  American  Indian's  ability  to  pass  their  land  interests  to  their 
heirs . 

"In  1984  Congress  amended  the  Indian  Land  Claims  Act  to  provide  that 


undivided  interests  of  2 percent  or  less  only  returned  to  the  tribe  if 
they  were  incapable  of  earning  $100  in  any  one  of  the  five  years  from  the 
date  of  its  owner's  death.  In  1997,  the  court  once  again  ruled  that  the 
escheat  provision  of  the  act  was  unconstitutional,"  Campbell  said. 

This  bill  takes  advantage  of  two  court  decisions  and  congressional 
deliberations  to  craft  the  amendments. 

The  provision  to  pass  small  parcels  along  to  the  tribes  would  come  into 
play  only  after  owners  are  notified. 

Time  frames  for  BIA  review  of  tribal  probate  codes  are  set  and  the 
Secretary  of  Interior  is  authorized  to  acquire  fractional  interests  on 
behalf  of  the  tribe. 

Proceeds  from  land  leases  will  go  toward  the  purchase  price  of  the  land 
which  will  be  will  be  established  by  appraisals. 

"The  bill  takes  some  steps  to  encourage  and  assist  part-owners  of 
allotments  who  are  trying  to  consolidate  the  ownership  of  their  allotments, 
and  makes  it  federal  policy  to  assist  with  transactions,  such  as  land 
exchanges  between  those  owning  comparable  fractional  interests. 

"This  bill  does  not  please  all  parties  to  the  debate,  but  it  is  a good 
faith  effort  to  achieve  most  of  our  shared  goals.  If  these  parties  will 
work  in  good  faith,  I will  do  my  part  as  chairman  of  the  Indian  Affairs 
Committee  to  convene  hearings  and  work  with  them  through  the  legislative 
process,"  Campbell  said. 

Bear  Christensen,  Esq. 

1510  20th  Street  Apt#105 
Boulder,  Colorado  80302 
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"RE : Ward  Valley  No  Longer  Considered  for  Waste"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Apr  2000  16:31:24  -0700 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl(3ctaz . com> 

Sub  j : Final  Issue  of  Save  Ward  Valley  News 

To  all  Ward  Valley  supporters: 

The  final  issue  of  the  Save  Ward  Valley  News  will  be  mailed  sometime  next 
week.  Those  of  you  on  this  e-mail  list  will  have  the  privilege  of  receiving 
it  early.  I will  send  just  a page  or  two  at  a time  so  as  not  to  overload 
you.  Here  is  page  1. 

Molly 

SAVE  WARD  VALLEY  NEWS 

Straight  from  the  tortoise's  mouth 

FINAL  ISSUE  SAVE  WARD  VALLEY- FORT  M03AVE  INDIAN  TRIBE -BAN  WASTE 
COALITION -GRE ENACTION  APR  2000 

VICTORY  IS  AT  HAND! ! 

Ward  Valley  No  Longer  Considered  for  Waste 

Our  united  struggle,  after  12  long  years,  to  keep  a radioactive  waste 
facility  out  of  Ward  Valley  has  succeeded  beyond  our  wildest  dreams! 

However,  even  though  Governor  Gray  Davis  said  that  Ward  Valley  is  a "dead 
issue",  his  statement  was  not  an  official  declaration.  Neither  he  nor  the 
State  of  California  has  made  the  demise  of  the  Ward  Valley  project 
"official" . 

The  latest  "nail  in  the  coffin"  of  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  Radioactive 
Waste  dump  was  the  dismissal  of  the  lawsuit  brought  by  US  Ecology  against 
the  Department  of  Interior  in  the  Court  of  Federal  Claims,  (see  pg.  2)  This 
was  a decision  long  awaited  by  all  and  according  to  Jonathan  Parfrey, 
executive  director  of  Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility,  "Before  this. 
Ward  Valley  was  95-percent  dead,  and  now  it's  98-percent  dead." 

The  details  of  the  dump's  demise  may  take  years  to  be  worked  out,  and  of 
course  we  can't  let  down  our  guard  even  a minute,  because  dump  proponents  US 
Ecology,  the  Cal-Rad  Forum  and  others  will  continue  their  attempts  to  revive 
the  project.  Remember  that  they  have  boasted  that  "Ward  Valley  is  the  best 
location  in  the  world  for  disposal  of  radioactive  waste."  At  the  same  time, 
these  folks  are  advocates  of  dumping  anywhere,  anytime  and  as  a result,  are 
not  necessarily  attached  to  Ward  Valley. 


"Son  of  Wand  Valley"  Proposed 

The  Advisory  Group  established  by  Governor  Davis  to  review  alternatives 
to  Ward  Valley  continues  as  imbalanced  as  before,  dominated  by  waste 
generators  (especially  by  members  of  the  Cal-Rad  Forum)  (see  pgs.  4 & 5). 

The  Scientific  Panel  that  is  to  report  to  the  Advisory  Group,  even  more 
imbalanced  in  terms  of  nuclear  interests,  has  proposed  four  alternative 
approaches . 

These  options  are  all  unsatisfactory  since  they  either  call  for  continued 
dumping  of  long-lived  nuclear  waste  in  out-of  state  landfills,  or  promote  a 
landfill  or  isolation  facility  in  California.  Two  of  the  four  options 
involve  starting  a whole  new  Ward  Valley  process,  albeit  at  a different 
location,  for  a new  dump  in  California.  Unless  successfully  opposed,  we  are 
faced  with  another  ten-year  struggle  over  "Son  of  Ward  Valley."  We  need  to 
prevent  that  from  happening. 

A fifth  option,  prohibiting  the  use  of  shallow  land  burial  within 
California  and  proposing  interim  storage  at  nuclear  power  plants  is  being 
promoted  by  Scientific  Panelist  Dr.  Robert  Gould  and  panel  consultants  Ward 
Young  and  Phil  Klasky  of  the  BAN  Waste  Coalition,  (see  pg.  3) 

We  Still  Need  To  Put  the  Pressure  On 
Here  is  what  you  can  do-- 

1)  Attend  the  final  two  meetings  of  the  Advisory  Group  on  April  26  and  May 
10.  (For  further  information  and  to  put  your  name  on  the  list  to  speak,  call 
Amy  Hones  of  the  PMR  Group,  Inc.  at  310/473-7704  or  visit  their  website  at 
www.llrw.org. ) 

2)  Contact  Governor  Davis  - State  Capitol  Building,  Sacramento,  CA  95814 
PH:  916/445-2841  FAX:  916/445-4633.  Ask  him  to: 

a)  Officially  remove  Ward  Valley  from  any  consideration  as  any  kind  of 
nuclear  facility  either  now  or  in  the  future. 

b)  Outlaw  any  burial  of  any  kind  of  radioactive  waste  in  California. 

c)  Make  it  the  policy  of  California  to  store  long-lived  nuclear  waste  at 
nuclear  power  plants  on  an  interim  basis  and  regularly  review  improvements 
in  technology  to  isolate  waste  from  the  biosphere. 

".  . .Ward  Valley  as  a site  is  a dead  issue.  . ." 

— Governor  Gray  Davis  (see  pg.  6) 

Save  Ward  Valley  Office  to  Close 

In  light  of  recent  events  the  Save  Ward  Valley  office  will  be  closing  Apri 
30,2000.  Should  any  attempt  be  made  to  revive  the  proposed  Ward  Valley 
nuclear  waste  dump,  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  (CRNNA)  and 
Ward  Valley  Coalition  are  prepared  to  take  immediate  action.  Keep  in  touch 
with  the  following  organizations  for  all  of  the  latest  news. 

BAN  Waste  Coaliton 

POB  894,  Bolinas,  CA  94924 

PH:  415/752-8678  FAX:  415/221-4267 

Website:  banwaste.envirolink.org 

Greenaction 

1095  Market  St.,  Suite  608,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
PH:  415/252-0822  FAX:  415/252-0823 
Website:  greenaction.org 

We  would  like  to  give  a great  big  "Thank  You!"  to  everyone  who  contributed 
their  money,  their  time  and  their  support.  It  is  because  of  the  work  of  all 
of  you  that  we  have  won  this  battle! 

"RE : Dismissed  Lawsuits  Aid  in  Demise  of  Dump  Project"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Apr  2000  12:54:47  -0700 
From:  "Save  Ward  Valley"  <swvl@ctaz . com> 

Sub j : Save  Ward  Valley  News 
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DISMISSED  LAWSUITS  AID  IN  DEMISE  OF  DUMP  PROHECT 
By  Ward  Young  --  BAN  Waste  Coalition 


Two  lawsuits  by  dump  contractor  US  Ecology  dealing  with  the  proposed 
Ward  Valley  nuclear  waste  dump  still  await  final  resolution  pending  appeals, 
but  it  is  unlikely  that  these  maneuverings  could  revive  the  comatose 
project . 

At  the  end  of  March,  1999,  Judge  Emmet  Sullivan  of  the  U.S.  District 
Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  ruled  against  plaintiffs  the  California 
Department  of  Health  Services  (CDHS)  and  US  Ecology  in  their  attempt  to  get 
the  land  for  the  proposed  nuclear  waste  dump  at  Ward  Valley  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Interior.  News  media  reports  characterized  the  decision 
as  the  final  blow  for  the  project,  and  dump  opponent  Doe  Lyou  of  Committee 
to  Bridge  the  Gap  was  ecstatic,  "It  definitely  looks  like  the  fat  lady  has 
sung. " 

Judge  Sullivan  ruled  that  upon  assuming  office.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce 
Babbitt  had  acted  within  his  proper  authority  when  he  reversed  a last-ditch 
effort  by  his  predecessor  Manuel  Lujan  to  approve  the  dump  in  the  final 
hours  of  the  Bush  administration.  The  judge  granted  summary  judgment 
motions  by  intervenors  the  Bay  Area  Nuclear  (BAN)  Waste  Coalition  and  the 
Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap  as  well  as  Interior  and  denied  the  motions  of 
plaintiffs.  The  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  had  filed  a separate  motion  in  the 
case  against  the  plaintiffs,  but  the  judge  ruled  the  tribe's  motion  moot,  in 
part  because  he  dismissed  plaintiff's  case  entirely. 

Governor  Davis  reacted  in  Dune  1999  to  Sullivan's  decision  by  giving  up  on 
any  further  attempts  to  gain  the  land  through  the  courts.  US  Ecology  filed 
an  appeal  of  Sullivan's  ruling  with  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the 
Washington,  D.C.  Circuit,  and  it  is  expected  that  a panel  of  judges  will 
begin  hearing  the  appeal  in  the  next  few  weeks.  A decision  in  the  case 
would  likely  take  at  least  four  to  six  months. 

Attorney  Howard  Crystal  of  Meyer  and  Glitzenstein,  the  D.C.  law  firm 
which  successfully  intervened  in  the  original  case  and  now  is  opposing  the 
appeal  by  US  Ecology,  commented  in  late  January  that  the  outcome  of  the 
appeal  depends  heavily  on  the  particular  panel  of  judges  chosen  to  review 
it.  Crystal  also  believes  that  US  Ecology  is  unlikely  to  prevail  in  its 
argument  that  the  state  of  California  is  legally  entitled  to  the  land  at 
Ward  Valley,  when  California  itself  is  not  seeking  the  land  in  the  court. 

US  Ecology  and  dump  proponents  including  the  Cal-Rad  Forum,  the  nuclear 
industry  trade  group,  have  never  recovered  from  the  shock  and  setback  dealt 
by  the  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe  and  the  grassroots  group,  BAN  Waste 
Coalition,  in  1993  when  they  joined  together  to  obtain  first  a restraining 
order  and  then  a permanent  injunction  against  the  dumpers'  highly  placed 
friend.  Interior  Secretary  Manuel  Lujan,  when  he  took  several  actions  to 
approve  the  land  transfer. 

In  early  January,  1993,  Judge  Marilyn  Hall  Patel  in  the  U.S.  District 
Court  for  the  Northern  District  of  California  ruled  that  Lujan  had  failed  to 
take  steps  required  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act  to  protect  habitat  of 
the  threatened  desert  tortoise,  including  Ward  Valley,  and  prohibited 
Interior  from  making  any  further  moves  toward  a land  transfer.  Against  clear 
orders  from  Judge  Patel,  Lujan  signed  a record  of  decision  favoring  the  Ward 
Valley  dump  on  January  19th,  the  same  day  the  judge  issued  a permanent 
injunction  against  the  land  transfer. 

Years  later,  the  dump  contractor  and  the  CDHS  filed  two  separate  actions 
in  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  U.S.  Court  of 
Federal  Claims  alleging  that  when  Manuel  Lujan  signed  the  record  of  decision 
favoring  the  project  on  his  last  day  in  office,  he  had  committed  Interior  to 
a transfer  of  the  land  to  California,  in  spite  of  Judge  Patel's  clear  orders 
against  it  and  even  for  the  incoming  Clinton  Administration.  Under  this 
novel  and  highly  implausible  legal  theory,  the  company  alleged  it  was  due 
the  land  at  Ward  Valley  and  $85  million  in  project  costs  plus  damages. 

In  the  latest  development  in  a series  of  losses  by  dump  proponents,  on 
March  29,  2000,  the  U.S.  Court  of  Federal  Claims  dismissed  US  Ecology's 
lawsuit  on  Ward  Valley,  finding  that  the  Bush  administration  had  violated 
Judge  Patel's  injunction  when  it  tried  to  transfer  the  land.  Having  acted 
illegally,  there  was  no  contract  to  deliver  the  land,  and  thus  US  Ecology 
has  no  claim  to  recover  losses. 

U.S.  Ecology  has  also  appealed  this  decision,  but  it  is  unlikely  they 
will  prevail  in  either  appeal.  Should  U.S.  Ecology  receive  a favorable 


ruling,  they  would  face  a challenge  in  federal  court  by  the  CRNNA  and  the 
BAN  Waste  Coalition,  using  the  protections  and  prohibitions  of  the 
Endangered  Species  Act. 

These  legal  victories  would  not  have  occurred  if  Ward  Valley  Coalition 
Groups,  BAN  Waste  Coalition  and  Committee  to  Bridge  the  Gap,  had  not 
intervened  in  the  District  Court  case.  The  federal  government  could  not 
make  the  arguments  on  which  both  courts  based  their  decisions.  (It  would 
have  been  awkward  for  the  government  to  argue  that  it  had  broken  the  law, 
albeit  in  a different  administration.) 

For  more  information  call  415/868-2146  or  415/752-8678 
http : //www. banwaste .envirolink.org 

Save  Ward  Valley  News  is  published  by  Save  Ward  Valley 

The  Save  Ward  Valley  Advisory  Committee  consists  of  members  of  the  Fort 
Mojave  Indian  Tribe,  the  Chemehuevi  Indian  Tribe,  BAN  Waste  Coalition  and 
Greenaction . 

Issue  #8  was  edited  by  Molly  Johnson  and  Tori  Woodard  with  help  from 
Bradley  Angel,  Phil  Klasky,  and  Ward  & Orie  Young.  Production  by  Molly 
Johnson.  Sanity  support  supplied  by  Rick  Beaumont. 

Printed  by  Bullhead  Printing,  Bullhead  City,  AZ 

SCIENCE  PANEL  RECOMMENDS  FOUR  FLAWED  OPTIONS  --  ACTIVISTS  RECOMMEND  ANOTHER 
By  Molly  Johnson  and  Ward  Young 

On  April  3,  2000  the  Scientific  Panel  which  is  advising  the  governor's 
Advisory  Group  submitted  four  possible  options  (alternative  scenarios)  for 
managing  California's  low-level  radioactive  waste  (LLRW).  They  are 
described  below: 

1.  Maintaining  the  status  quo,  i.e.  continue  to  manage  LLRW  produced 
within  the  state  of  California  using  current  practices.  Thus,  most 
short-lived  waste  would  continue  to  be  decayed  in  storage  onsite  or  at  a 
broker's  facility.  Longer-lived  waste  would  be  disposed  of  at  existing, 
licensed  out-of-state  facilities  (such  as  the  leaking  Barnwell,  South 
Carolina  or  Envirocare,  Utah  nuclear  dumps). 

2.  Dividing  the  waste  stream  by  half-life  into  short/intermediate-lived 
isotopes  (primarily  from  medicine,  research  and  biotech)  and  long-lived  LLRW 
from  nuclear  reactors)  with  different  dispositions  for  each  type  of  waste. 
This  option  recognizes  the  different  nature  of  long-lived,  primarily  nuclear 
power  plant  waste  versus  short-lived,  primarily  medical  and  biotech  waste. 
Unfortunately,  this  option  includes  an  escape  clause  allowing  indefinite 
export  of  waste  to  the  out-of-state  nuclear  dumps. 

3.  Building,  licensing  and  operating  an  assured  isolation  facility  in 
the  state  of  California  for  long-term  disposition  of  all  types  of  LLRW, 
including  long-lived  reactor  wastes.  This  could  be  a new  or  existing 
facility  e.g.  at  a nuclear  power  plant,  with  waste  monitoring  and 
retrievability . 

4.  Building,  licensing  and  operating  a new  disposal  facility  within  the 
state  of  California  for  all  types  of  waste,  including  long-lived  reactor 
wastes.  This  could  be  at  a new  site  or  at  an  already  existing  site  such  as 
a no-longer  operating  mine  shaft,  etc.  Although  the  recommendation  does  not 
specify  any  particular  site,  this  option  leaves  open  the  possibility  of  a 
shallow-land  burial  facility  such  as  the  previously  considered  site  near 
Baker,  CA. 

In  addition  to  the  four  options,  the  PMR  Group,  at  the  behest  of  the 
CalRad  Forum,  has  inserted  other  outrageous  strategies  such  as  the  use  of  an 
existing  or  proposed  hazardous  waste  facility  in  California  that  would  be 
licensed  to  accept  nuclear  waste.  Examples  include  the  Safety-Kleen  (sic) 
toxic  dump  near  Buttonwillow  and  the  proposed  toxic  dumpsites  at  Newberry 
Springs  near  Barstow  and  Broadwell  Dry  Lake.  PMR  Group  has  also  inserted  a 
strategy  to  have  California  petition  the  Department  of  Energy  (DOE)  to 
accept  commercial  LLRW  at  DOE  sites,  including  the  massively  contaminated 
Department  of  Energy  sites  at  Hanford,  Washington  or  the  Nevada  Test  Site. 

None  of  these  options  are  satisfactory.  They  all  call  either  for  the 
continued  dumping  of  California's  long-lived  nuclear  waste  in  someone  else's 
backyard  or  in  a new  off-site  landfill  or  isolation  facility  that  could 
become  a permanent  burial  ground  in  California.  That  new  landfill  or 
isolation  facility  would,  most  probably,  be  as  environmentally  unjust  as  the 
proposed  Ward  Valley  dump. 


A fifth  option,  which  was  listed  as  an  option  in  an  earlier  draft  but 
was  subsequently  removed,  included  on-site  storage,  interim  storage,  waste 
segregation  and  source  reduction.  This  option  would  outlaw  shallow-land 
burial  of  any  kind  of  radioactive  waste  within  or  outside  California,  place 
liability  for  the  waste  where  it  belongs- -with  the  generator,  keep 
long-lived  nuclear  power  plant  waste  on-site  on  an  interim  basis  in 
engineered  facilities  which  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  state  (pending 
improvements  in  containment  technologies),  and  levy  an  additional  charge  for 
waste  management  based  on  the  longevity  of  the  waste  hazard. 

This  option  was  submitted  to  the  Advisory  Group  at  its  April  3 meeting  by 
Nora  Helton,  Advisory  Group  member  and  Chairwoman  of  the  Fort  Mojave  Indian 
Tribe.  It  was  authored  by  Dr.  Robert  Gould,  member  of  the  Scientific  Panel 
and  SF  Bay  Area  Physician's  for  Social  Responsibility  and  panel  consultants 
Ward  Young  and  Phil  Klasky  of  BAN  Waste  Coalition. 

The  Advisory  Group  has  the  ability  to  add  this  fifth  option  to  its  final 
report.  Although  some  feel  it  is  unlikely  the  Group  will  add  this  option  to 
its  recommendations,  we  feel  that  given  enough  public  pressure  they  very 
well  might  do  so. 

HERE  IS  WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 

Send  your  comments  to  the  Advisory  Group  and  to  the  Governor.  Ask  them 
to  retain  the  "Comprehensive  Option"  that  calls  for  prohibition  of  shallow 
land  burial,  segregation  of  the  waste  stream,  and  interim  storage  of 
long-lived  waste  at  the  nuclear  power  plant  sites,  and  that  levies  an 
additional  charge  on  long-lived  waste  to  reflect  the  longevity  of  the  waste 
hazard.  Let  them  know  that  the  American  public  has  not  allowed  a new  shallow 
landfill  for  nuclear  waste  to  be  built  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  is  not 
about  to  allow  it  now.  Let  them  know  that  you  are  opposed  to  continued 
generation  of  large  amounts  of  long-lived  wastes  from  nuclear  power  plants 
and  cheap  and  dangerous  waste  disposal  which  only  encourages  a continuation 
of  nuclear  power  while  placing  the  future  at  great  risk. 

+ Governor  Gray  Davis,  State  Capitol  Building,  Sacramento,  CA  95814  Ph: 
916/445-2841  Fax:  916/445-4633 

+ Advisory  Group  on  LLRW  - Written  comments  will  be  received  at  the  meeting 
or  can  be  submitted  to  Amy  Hones  at  prmgroup@gte. net  or  mailed  to  The  PMR 
Group,  Inc.,  ATTN:  Amy  Hones,  11906  Wilshire  Blvd.,  Suite  24,  Los  Angeles, 

CA  90025.  NOTE:  Ms.  Hones  stated  that  electronic  submissions  are  preferable 
as  all  comments  are  posted  to  the  website  and  e-mails  are  easier  to  post. 

If  you  live  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  come  to  the  last  two  meetings  of 
the  Advisory  Group  on  LLRW  on  April  26th  and  May  10th  at  the  University  of 
California,  (see  pg.  5)  For  more  information,  contact  BAN  Waste  Coalition  at 
415/868-2146  or  415/752-8678. 

Save  Ward  Valley 
107  F Street 
Needles,  CA  92363 
ph.  760/326-6267 
fax  760/326-6268 

http: //www. shundahai.org/SWVAction . html 

http: //earthrunner . com/savewardvalley 

http://www.ctaz.com/~swvl 

http: //banwaste. envirolink. org 

http: //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien/wardvly4. html 

http: //www. green act ion .org 
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Clues  to  tribe's  early  life  unearthed 
Copyright  The  Seattle  Times 
April  20,  2000 
by  Louis  T.  Corsaletti 

The  earth  is  slowly  giving  up  its  secrets  of  the  Snoqualmie  Tribe. 

The  most  important  archaeological  dig  in  the  tribe's  history  is  providing 
extensive  information  about  the  people  who  lived  at  least  8,000  years  ago 
in  the  Cascade  foothills  near  Carnation. 

About  25,000  artifacts  have  been  unearthed  at  a village  site  above  the 
South  Fork  of  the  Tolt  River.  A team  of  scientists  is  working  in  a 
temporary  building  at  the  Tolt  Watershed,  analyzing  and  cataloging  the 
artifacts . 

Earlier  this  month,  Astrida  Blukis  Onat,  a Seattle  archaeologist  in 
charge  of  the  excavation,  and  members  of  her  staff  presented  their 
findings  at  a symposium  of  the  Society  for  American  Archaeology  in 
Philadelphia.  They  were  accompanied  by  tribal  member  Andy  de  los  Angeles, 
who  has  worked  at  the  dig  since  it  began  in  1998. 

Onat  said  the  artifacts  are  mainly  stone  pieces  used  for  cutting  and 
scraping,  along  with  points  for  spears  and  arrowheads. 

No  bones,  human  or  animal,  were  found  in  the  dig  because  the  soils  are 
highly  acidic  and  destroyed  everything  but  hard  rock. 

It  is  all  but  certain  that  the  village  was  occupied  by  ancestors  of  the 
Snoqualmie  Tribe,  Onat  said. 

Test  digs  revealed  that  the  village  site  covered  4.5  acres  in  the  Tolt 
Watershed,  where  the  city  of  Seattle  is  building  a $100  million  water- 
treatment  plant. 

Close  examination  has  revealed  two  periods  of  habitation,  Onat  said. 

There  is  an  obvious  change  in  the  soil  sequences,  probably  caused  by  an 
unusual  and  large  natural  event. 

"We  found  that  the  lowest  level  had  an  organic  layer,  then  above  that  a 
leached-out  layer  and  then  a top  layer  containing  heavily  organic 
materials.  There  was  a span  of  2,500  to  3,500  years  between  the  top  and 
bottom  layer,"  Onat  said. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Tolt  plateau  were  contemporaries  of  Kennewick  Man, 
and  both  peoples  used  what  is  called  the  Cascade  point,  a leaf-shaped 
spear  point  and  stem,  she  said. 

"It  seems  to  have  been  a traditional  tool.  ...  People  met  and  traded  or 
made  the  same  kind  of  tools  or  learned  skills  from  one  another,"  Onat  said. 

Rob  Stone,  an  analyst  of  Stone  Age  artifacts,  said  25  pieces  of  obsidian 
found  indicate  that  there  must  have  been  trading  between  the  people  who 
lived  on  the  Tolt  and  tribes  from  the  Oregon  Cascades,  from  Bend,  Ore., 
and  from  northern  and  central  Oregon,  where  obsidian  is  a native  rock. 

Some  pieces  are  finished  products  for  cutting  and  scraping,  while  others 
appear  to  have  been  roughed  out  and  then  shaped  by  the  Tolt  inhabitants. 

Through  testing  of  antibodies  left  on  a scraping  stone  and  an  arrowhead, 
archaeologists  can  even  tell  that  one  was  used  to  kill  a deer  and  the 
other  to  scrape  a rabbit  skin. 

Each  artifact  is  being  recorded  according  to  where  it  was  found  and  at 
what  level  in  the  soil.  Then  it  is  analyzed,  entered  in  a computer 
database,  and  placed  in  a small  plastic  bag  with  notes  and  cross-reference 
information  attached. 

Stone  described  the  dig  site  as  a glacial  outwash  where  rivers  ran  under 
glaciers  thousands  of  years  ago.  The  inhabitants  had  a "supermarket  of 
materials"  such  as  basalt,  jasper  and  agate  to  work  with,  he  said. 

The  name  of  the  area  at  the  dig  site,  Stuwe'Yuqw,  is  ancient.  While 
there  is  no  written  history  of  the  Snoqualmie  Tribe,  it  has  been  passed 
down  by  word  of  mouth  from  generation  to  generation. 

At  its  peak  the  Snoqualmie  Tribe  numbered  between  3,000  and  4,000  people, 
said  Dr.  Ken  Tollefson,  professor  emeritus  of  anthropology  at  Seattle 
Pacific  University.  A consultant  to  the  tribe  for  a number  of  years, 
Tollefson  said  the  tribe  was  known  for  its  ferocity  and  war-oriented  ways. 

At  one  time  villages  were  scattered  throughout  the  Snoqualmie  Valley 
from  North  Bend  to  Monroe. 

There  were  at  least  11  small  villages  strung  along  the  Tolt  River  from 
the  plateau  to  where  it  empties  into  the  Snoqualmie  River  at  Carnation.  At 


that  spot  the  tribe's  major  village  was  established  and  became  the  site 
where  all  chiefs  and  subchiefs  met,  where  tribal  decisions  were  made  and 
where  young  people  were  educated. 

To  the  southeast,  the  once-vast  prairie  outside  North  Bend  was  a meeting 
and  trading  place  for  tribes  from  the  Puget  Sound  area  and  from  Eastern 
Washington.  At  one  time,  there  were  three  villages  on  the  prairie  at  a 
site  now  called  Meadowbrook. 

Dust  below  Snoqualmie  Falls,  near  Tokul  Creek,  was  a fishing  village 
called  Staaxay,  and  further  north  at  Fall  City  was  the  tribe's  largest 
village,  Yetswabsd,  where  Chief  Patkanim  lived.  It  also  was  the  military 
training  center  for  young  warriors,  said  Mary  Anne  Flinzman,  a tribal 
representative . 

Cedar-plank  long  houses,  which  housed  several  families,  were  situated 
along  the  east  side  of  Lake  Sammamish,  on  the  north  near  Marymoor  park  and 
at  Beaver  Lake  on  the  Sammamish  Plateau,  Hinzman  said. 

The  tribe's  influence  stretched  north  to  Duvall  where  a village  was 
located  near  today's  Cherry  Creek  and  farther  north,  at  the  juncture  of 
the  Snoqualmie  and  Snohomish  Rivers,  was  the  village  of  S'qwalqo. 

For  untold  generations,  the  Snoqualmies  controlled  all  the  land  along 
the  valley  from  Snoqualmie  Pass  to  Everett. 

"It  does  get  to  me  when  people  talk  about  us  in  the  past  tense,"  said 
Doe  Mullen,  chairman  of  the  Snoqualmie  Tribal  Council.  "We've  been  here 
forever. " 
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Indian  hospital  staff  cut 

c.  Tulsa  World 

4/25/00 

CLAREMORE  --  At  least  seven  positions  have  been  cut  at  the  Claremore 
Indian  Hospital,  and  13  more  jobs  are  in  jeopardy  because  of  budget 
restraints,  Dohn  Daugherty,  unit  service  director,  said  Monday. 

The  hospital  has  about  350  permanent  and  temporary  personnel,  Daugherty 
said.  It  serves  members  of  16  American  Indian  tribes  that  have  their 
headquarters  in  a 14-  county  area  in  eastern  Oklahoma  and  hundreds  of 
other  Indian  patients  outside  that  area. 

Daugherty  said  seven  or  eight  temporary  positions  had  been  cut,  some 
following  retirements  and  transfers.  It  is  hoped,  he  said,  that  the 
remaining  cuts  will  be  in  temporary  positions. 

The  hospital's  fiscal  year  ends  Sept.  30,  when  administrators  will  have 
a better  picture  of  the  situation,  he  said.  A deficit  of  $1.4  million  is 
anticipated.  With  an  estimated  $12  million  payroll,  the  hospital's  yearly 
budget  is  $30  million. 

After  the  cuts,  the  hospital  will  have  50  fewer  employees  than  two  years 
ago,  he  said. 

The  hospital,  which  was  built  in  1977,  has  about  30  doctors  and  an 
estimated  80,000  users. 

The  Oklahoma  City-area  office  of  the  Indian  Health  Service  will  decide 
what  positions  to  eliminate,  Daugherty  said. 

The  biggest  users  of  the  hospital  are  members  of  the  Cherokee  and  Creek 
tribes,  which  are  working  with  the  hospital  to  try  to  resolve  its  problems. 
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Cherokees  ask  for  hospital  funding 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
4/26/00 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Noting  funding  problems  at  Indian  hospitals  in  Claremore  and 
Tahlequah,  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  asked  the  Indian  Health  Service  for  $3.1 
million . 

The  money  is  necessary,  the  tribe  said,  to  meet  funding  needs  for  fiscal 
year  2000. 

The  health  service  funds  Oklahoma  Indian  patients  at  just  63  percent  of 
the  national  average,  Cherokee  Director  of  Communications  Mike  Miller  said. 

"The  Claremore  Indian  Hospital  and  W.W.  Hastings  Indian  Hospital  in 
Tahlequah  have  been  able  to  meet  the  needs  of  their  patients  within  current 
budget  guidelines  until  recently,"  he  said. 

It  was  learned  this  weekend  that  the  Claremore  Indian  Hospital  is  in  the 
process  of  cutting  20  jobs  from  its  staff  of  an  estimated  350  employees. 

W.W.  Hastings  Indian  Hospital  faces  a similar  problem,  according  to  the 
tribe . 

Federally  mandated  salary  increases  and  inflationary  pharmaceutical 
costs  are  among  factors  leaving  the  hospitals  with  "severe"  budget  deficits. 
Miller  said. 

"These  hospitals  serve  more  than  400,000  patients  annually.  These  are 
precious  people,  and  it's  vital  that  they  receive  the  quality  of  their 
health  care  they  deserve,"  Cherokee  Principal  Chief  Chad  Smith  said. 

Miller  said  the  funding  shortage  could  affect  health  care  for 
non-Cherokees  as  well. 

Many  northeastern  Oklahoma  tribes  receive  services  from  the  two 
facilities,  he  said. 

Creek  Nation  Chief  Perry  Beaver  agreed.  "The  needs  of  the  Cherokees  have 
a direct  impact  on  us,"  said  Beaver,  chief  of  the  Okmulgee-based  Creek 
Nation.  "Many  of  our  people  get  health  care  from  these  hospitals." 

The  health  service  is  looking  into  funding  sources,  including  a 
supplemental 

appropriation.  Miller  said. 

The  Cherokees  also  have  asked  the  health  service  to  explore  the  option 
of  funding  within  its  current  budget,  he  said. 
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Denial  reigns  as  alcoholism  ravages  lives,  tribal  culture  of  Brazil's 
Indians 

Copyright  The  Seattle  Times 
April  22,  2000 
by  Stephen  Buckley 

AGUA  BOA,  Brazil  - The  clutch  of  Indians  in  a grass  hut  the  size  of  a 
prison  cell  - where  18  men,  women  and  children  planned  to  sleep  that  night 
- stared,  clucked  their  tongues  and  repeatedly  shook  their  heads  no. 

They  are  members  of  Brazil's  Maxakali  indigenous  group,  among  the 
poorest  of  the  country's  poor.  Edes  Nunes,  who  has  worked  with  them  for 
more  than  20  years,  had  broached  the  taboo  topic  of  alcohol. 

"Have  you  ever,  in  your  entire  lives,  had  a drink?"  he  asked.  "When  you 
go  to  town,  do  you  ever  buy  just  a little  beer?  A little  sugar-cane  rum?" 


Dulvencio,  33,  said  no.  Tatuzinho,  20,  said  no.  Otavio,  75,  said  no. 

Later,  a frustrated  Nunes  said  all  the  men  in  the  hut  were  alcoholics 
and  they  all  knew  how  drink  had  ruined  the  village.  Maybe  they  had 
forgotten  the  time  two  years  ago  when  alcohol  killed  their  chief's  brother 
Or  all  the  times  alcohol-induced  fistfights  had  led  to  broken  bones  and 
accidental  deaths.  Or  the  time,  desperate  for  a high,  a Maxakali  man 
consumed  nail-polish  remover  and  went  blind. 

"When  they  drink  alcohol,  it's  like  they're  drinking  from  a golden 
bottle,"  said  Nunes,  who  works  for  the  National  Indian  Foundation,  or 
Funai,  which  carries  out  government  policies  for  indigenous  groups.  "Every 
day  is  a party." 

Today,  Brazil  will  mark  the  500th  anniversary  celebration  of  its 
discovery,  which  has  brought  fresh  attention  to  the  ills  that  afflict  the 

330.000  Indians  in  South  America's  largest  and  most  populous  country. 
Hoping  to  goad  the  government  into  action,  several  thousand  Indians 
protested  this  week  in  the  eastern  city  of  Porto  Seguro,  where  the 
Portuguese  first  landed. 

Indians  remain  Brazil's  most  desperate  people  - economically  paralyzed, 
socially  isolated  and  politically  invisible  - because  of  land  conflicts, 
lack  of  education,  a dearth  of  decent  medical  care  and  racism. 

Those  issues  received  a lot  of  air  time  this  week,  yet  alcoholism,  one 
of  the  most  devastating  problems,  goes  largely  unnoted.  It  kills  perhaps 
thousands  of  Indians  each  year  and  has  led  to  chronic  malnutrition  among 
their  children,  paltry  agricultural  production,  fractured  family  bonds  and 
sometimes  deadly  violence  in  their  villages. 

Ranching  pay  was  booze 

The  Maxakali  used  to  be  best  known  as  one  of  the  first  groups  to 
interact  with  the  Europeans  when  they  arrived  on  the  shores  of  Bahia  state 
Today,  in  the  neighboring  state  of  Minas  Gerais,  the  900-member  tribe  has 
become  notorious  for  its  losing  battle  with  alcohol. 

According  to  Funai  officials,  the  first  ones  to  offer  alcohol  to  the 
Maxakali  were  ranchers  for  whom  they  worked  50  years  ago.  Instead  of 
paying  the  Indians  with  money,  the  ranchers  paid  them  with  alcohol.  Soon, 
entire  Maxakali  families  were  struggling  with  the  drug.  Health  workers  say 
alcohol  consumption  among  pregnant  women  in  Agua  Boa  has  brought  about  a 
high  rate  of  low-birth-weight  babies,  many  of  whom  suffer  from  poor  health 
all  their  lives.  The  problem  is  exacerbated  because  alcohol  often  stunts 
agricultural  production.  When  men  and  women  are  drunk,  they  are  not 
inclined  to  plant  and  harvest  the  manioc  and  potatoes  that  are  staples  of 
the  Maxakali  diet. 

It  is  no  wonder,  the  health  workers  say,  that  the  malnutrition  rate 
among  children  ages  1 to  5 is  30  percent,  while  in  the  rest  of  the  country 
it  is  less  than  10  percent. 

Alcohol  a leading  killer 

In  the  past  five  years,  at  least  six  Maxakali  Indians  have  died  of 
alcohol-related  causes  in  the  450-member  Agua  Boa  community.  In  fact, 
health  workers  say  alcohol  is  among  the  leading  killers  of  Brazil's 
Indians,  contributing  to  an  average  life  expectancy  of  42  years,  compared 
to  67  years  for  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Two  years  ago,  the  36-year-old  brother  of  Chief  Divaldo  Maxakali  drank 
so  much  that  he  got  lost  in  the  region's  gentle,  velvety  hills.  Chief 
Divaldo  and  others  fanned  out  to  search  for  him;  they  found  his  body  a 
week  later. 

Inebriated  Maxakali  have  been  struck  by  cars  and  killed  or  have 
accidentally  killed  other  Maxakali  in  brawls. 

Over  the  years,  the  Maxakali  have  remained  among  the  least  developed  and 
most  isolated  - the  nearest  big  city  is  an  8 1/2-hour  drive  - of  Brazil's 
indigenous  groups.  They  still  live  in  grass  huts.  They  are  scheduled  to 
get  electricity  this  week.  Their  illiteracy  rate  tops  90  percent. 

But  recent  months  have  brought  some  welcome  changes.  Late  last  year,  the 
government  negotiated  a settlement  with  nearby  ranchers,  opening  more  than 

10.000  acres  for  the  Maxakali. 

And  earlier  this  year,  they  got  a new  school  building.  A government 


doctor  arrived  two  months  ago  to  provide  daily  medical  care. 

The  Maxakali  say  they  need  much  more  government  help  but  that  these  are 
a start.  Now,  the  group's  leaders  say,  they  must  turn  their  attention  to 
the  enemy  they  thus  far  have  been  most  reluctant  to  face:  themselves. 

"Alcohol  has  made  our  poverty  worse,"  said  Chief  Divaldo.  "When  we  drink, 
we  do  silly  things.  We  drink  to  get  happy,  but  then  we  lose  our  heads,  and 
then  later  the  problems  are  worse." 
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Filing  period  for  tribal  elections  opens  May  1st 

BROWNING  - May  first  is  the  opening  day  for  people  to  file  as  candidates 
for  the  Blackfeet  Indian  Tribe's  governing  body.  For  the  first  time,  the 
Blackfeet  Tribal  Business  Council  will  have  staggered  terms. 

Top  vote  getters  will  serve  four-year  terms,  and  those  with  fewer  votes 
will  get  two-year  terms.  The  primary  election  takes  place  Dune  sixth.  The  top 
two  candidates  for  each  of  nine  council  positions  will  advance  to  the  general 
election.  Dune  27th. 

http: //www. msn be . com/local/KULR/154899 .asp 

— "RE:  OST  Attorney  General  Richard  Erie  Disbarred"  
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GRASS  ROOTS  OGLALA  LAKOTA  OYATE 
***  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  *** 

April  26,  2000: 

RED  CLOUD  BUILDING,  PINE  RIDGE  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  S.D.: 

OST  DUDGE  RULES:  ATTY.  GENERAL  ERIE  DISBARRED  INDEFINITELY! 

In  their  continuing  struggle  for  justice,  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  won  a 
battle  in  the  war  against  corruption  today.  An  elder  member  of  the  Grass 
Roots  Oyate,  acting  on  his  own  behalf,  filed  a petition  to  the  Tribal 
Court  requesting  that  temporary  tribal  Attorney  General  Richard  Erie 
reimburse  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  for  funds  he  received  for  travel  expenses. 
The  plaintiff,  Robert  Ecoffey,  Sr.,  alleged  that  Richard  Erie,  a non-tribal 
member,  was  double  billing  the  Tribe  for  travel  and  mileage  on  his  expense 
report  and  that  he  should  be  disbarred  for  his  deceptive  practices. 

Erie,  who  arrived  at  the  tribal  court  house  in  a white  limousine  with 
two  elderly  Lakota  women,  sauntered  into  the  court  room  and  maintained  a 
flippant  attitude  throughout  the  proceedings.  The  women  that  accompanied 
Erie,  staunch  supporters  of  the  allegedly  corrupt  tribal  government, 
seemed  to  be  attempting  to  bring  credibility  to  Erie  s deteriorating 
reputation.  Flowever,  OST  Flead  Dudge  Patrick  Lee,  was  not  swayed  by 
Erie's  usual  melodramatics . One  day  after  hearing  the  case,  he  ruled  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff,  citing  that  Erie,  as  a professional  attorney,  must 
conduct  himself  above  that  of  an  average  citizen.  Fie  went  on  to  say 
that  Erie  showed  deceptive  tactics  by  double-billing  the  Tribe  and  that 
it  was  grounds  for  disbarment  under  the  Tribe's  judicial  code.  The 
ruling  stated  that  Erie's  tribal  license  is  to  be  immediately  revoked  and 
he  is  to  be  disbarred  indefinitely,  pending  a final  ruling  by  the  Oglala 
Sioux  Supreme  Court. 

Grass  Roots  Oyate  spokespeople  believe  that  the  power  of  the  sacred  pipe, 
which  has  been  the  only  instrument  used  in  their  peaceful  occupation,  has 
again  brought  out  the  truth.  Since  arriving  on  the  reservation,  Erie  has  used 
unprecedented  measures  to  remove  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  from  the  Tribe's 


administrative  offices. 


Traditional  government,  not  "self-governance",  best  for  Oglala  Lakota 

Another  interloper  has  been  exposed  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  A 
group  called  United  Native  Nations,  headed  up  Rudy  lames  and  Antoinette 
Red  Woman,  non-tribal  members,  attempted  to  host  referendum  elections 
that  would  effectively  abolish  the  1868  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  that  the 
Tribe  signed  with  the  U.S.  lames  has  lured  a small  group  of  unwitting 
tribal  members  with  promises  of  immediate  access  to  $100  million  dollars 
if  they  sign  his  documents. 

The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  became  very  leery  of  lames  offer  and,  through 
an  investigation  have  found  that  no  such  funds  are  available  to  the  Tribe 
unless  they  relinquish  their  mineral  rights  or  possibly  accept  settlement 
monies  from  the  Black  Hills  Land  Claim  ludgment.  Further,  his  claim  that 
"self-governance"  is  the  only  solution  for  our  Tribe,  is  callous  and 
arrogant,  say  Grass  Roots  spokespeople . The  Oglala  Lakota,  one  of 
seven  bands  of  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  does  have  an  active  treaty  with 
the  U.S.  therefore,  the  self-governance  approach  does  not  apply  here. 

The  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  along  with  the  newly  appointed  Traditional 
General  Council  are  formulating  a transitional  government  that  will 
reestablish  the  original  form  of  governance  that  effectively  administered 
this  Tribe  for  centuries.  To  that  end,  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  passed  a 
resolution  to  prohibit  lames  and  his  organization  from  holding  elections 
here. 

Daschle  waffles;  Grass  Roots  Oyate  request  Republican  support 

Millie  Horn  Cloud,  keeper  of  the  original  sacred  pipe  used  at  the 
signing  of  the  1868  Fort  Laramie  Treaty,  took  the  Grass  Roots 
case  to  Washington.  In  a 45-minute  meeting  with  U.S.  Senate 
Minority  Leader,  Tom  Daschle  (S.D.),  Ms.  Horn  Cloud  briefed 
Senator  Daschle  on  the  events  that  have  surrounded  the 
occupation  in  Pine  Ridge.  She  requested  that  Daschle  use 
whatever  power  and  influence  he  has  to  initiate  a Senate  Select 
Committee  investigation  into  the  misappropriation  of  federally- 
allocated  tribal  funds  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  involvement 
at  the  local,  regional  and  national  levels.  Daschle,  who  introduced 
a bill  to  the  Senate  to  take  over  100,000  acres  of  treaty  land  from 
the  Great  Sioux  Nation,  has  been  harshly  criticized  by  indigenous 
tribes.  This  action  was  a direct  violation  of  the  1868  Fort  Laramie 
Treaty. 

The  bill  successfully  passed  through  the  Senate.  If  Daschle  does 
not  attempt  to  save  face  and  assist  the  Oglala  Lakota  in  their  efforts 
to  expose  corruption  and  reformulate  their  government,  the  Grass 
Roots  Oyate  will  seek  assistance  from  Republicans,  currently  chomping 
at  the  proverbial  bit  to  look  favorable  to  Indian  nations  in  this  election 
year. 

In  the  102nd  day  of  the  peaceful  occupation  of  the  Red  Cloud 
Building,  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  maintain  an  optimistic  attitude 
and  remain  hopeful  that  justice  will  prevail.  One  of  their  nine 
demands,  a five-year,  full  forensic  audit  of  the  Tribe's  finances, 
is  well  underway.  The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  are  confident  that  this 
audit  will  support  their  allegations  against  the  Tribal  Treasurer, 

Wesley  "Chuck"  Jacobs,  the  Tribe  s C.P.A.,  John  Donham,  and 
members  of  the  Tribal  Council  for  gross  mismanagement  and 
embezzlement  of  tribal  funds. 

Contacts:  Floyd  Hand  or  Dale  Looks  Twice  @ (605)  867-5303 

As  with  all  my  emails  concerning  the  Occupation  Peoples  please 
forward  to  any  and  all  interested  parties  in  its  entirety. 

Wado 

Wild  Horse 

http: //members .tripod. com/Gras sRootsOy ate > 
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c.  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
Monday,  April  24,  2000 

FORT  DUCHESNE  --  Leaders  of  the  Ute  tribe  praised  Gov.  Mike  Leavitt  for 
his  effort  to  negotiate  settlements  to  a number  of  issues  that  had  divided 
the  tribal  and  state  governments. 

"It  is  indeed  an  honor  to  discuss  issues  with  you  and  your  staff,"  said 
Ron  Wopsock,  a member  of  the  Ute  Business  Committee,  the  governing  body  of 
the  tribe.  "Seven  years  ago  I didn't  think  that  was  possible,  but  through 
negotiation  and  not  litigation  we  have  come  a long  way." 

The  negotiations  have  helped  resolve  issues  of  hunting,  taxation, 
rights-of-way,  law  enforcement  and  jurisdiction. 

Tribal  leaders  also  presented  Leavitt  during  their  meeting  last  week 
with  an  agenda  of  issues  they  want  to  work  on. 

The  agenda  included  renegotiating  a law  that  seeks  to  place  American 
Indian  foster  children  with  American  Indian  families,  reviewing  a planned 
state  lawsuit  against  the  federal  government  over  rights-of-way  to  make  sure 
that  no  tribal  agreements  will  be  affected,  possibly  appointing  an  American 
Indian  as  the  State  Board  of  Education's  liaison  for  Native  American 
issues,  and  supplementing  diabetes  resources  for  the  tribe. 

American  Indians  suffer  from  diabetes  more  than  any  other  ethnic  group, 
lean  Noble,  a health  outreach  worker  for  the  tribe,  said  there  are  360 
known  diabetics  on  the  reservation  and  many  more  who  probably  have  gone 
undiagnosed . 

Rod  Betit,  state  health  director,  said  his  department  has  started  a 
pilot  program  for  eastern  Utah  that  will  relocate  diabetes  resources  and 
workers  from  Salt  Lake  to  Vernal. 

The  governor  also  shared  the  stage  with  U.S.  Rep.  Chris  Cannon,  R-Utah, 
for  meetings  in  Roosevelt  and  Vernal. 

Roosevelt  businessman  Chris  Denver  asked  the  governor  to  help  negotiate 
a resolution  to  water  issues  and  rights-of-way  disputes  with  the  Ute  tribe. 

The  tribe  has  withdrawn  its  support  from  two  federally  funded  water 
storage  projects,  essentially  killing  the  projects  seen  by  many  to  be 
necessary  for  the  Uintah  Basin. 

"The  state  would  be  willing  to  be  a participant  in  picking  through  the 
problems  that  might  be  ripe,"  Leavitt  said. 
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Pollution:  Old  mine  taints  waters  that  flow  into  Nevada.  California  owns 
site,  complicating  cleanup  effort. 

DRESSLERVILLE,  Nev.  --  Dust  as  he  has  for  most  of  his  67  years,  Steven 


names  stands  on  the  river's  edge  and  watches  the  springtime  come  roaring 
into  the  Washoe  Indian  reservation  here  in  the  foothills  of  the  eastern 
Sierra . 

Each  April,  the  east  fork  of  the  Carson  River  flows  with  greater  fury, 
fed  by  snowmelt  from  the  towering  mountain  peaks.  For  generations,  the 
Washoe  have  viewed  the  seasonal  runoff  as  a spiritual  force  sent  down  from 
the  heavens. 

But  now  the  Carson's  thundering  cascade  strikes  fear  into  the  tribe.  The 
river  carries  a poisonous  sulfuric  acid  discharge  from  the  abandoned 
Leviathan  Mine  just  across  the  California  line  in  wooded  and  remote  Alpine 
County. 

"As  a boy,  I carried  this  water  up  to  my  house  by  the  bucketful,"  lames 
shouts  over  the  river's  din.  "But  nobody  would  dream  of  drinking  it  today. 

The  mammoth  job  of  cleaning  up  Leviathan  has  been  complicated  by  the 
defunct  copper  sulfate  mine's  odd  notoriety:  It  is  owned  by  the  state  of 
California . 

State  officials  purchased  Leviathan  in  1983  as  part  of  the  arduous 
process  of  plugging  its  odorous  acid  drainage--a  toxic  stew  that  stings 
the  skin  and  turns  clear-running  mountain  streams  sickly  shades  of  yellow 
and  red. 

Asked  to  intervene  by  the  Washoe  two  years  ago,  the  federal 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  as  early  as  next  month  may  place  the  150- 
year-old  mine  on  its  Superfund  list--a  move  that  would  establish  the  site 
as  among  the  1,400  most  polluted  places  in  the  nation. 

Leviathan  is  among  thousands  of  abandoned  mines--many  dating  back  to  the 
Gold  Rush  days--that  continue  to  pollute  15  Western  states,  prompting 
local  residents  such  as  the  Washoe  to  call  for  the  federal  government  to 
clean  them  up. 

Although  it  may  bring  long  overdue  funding  for  the  mine  cleanup  effort, 
officials  say  federal  involvement  could  further  complicate  California's 
role  as  both  a regulator  and  a legally  responsible  party  for  Leviathan's 
chemical  mess. 

In  purchasing  the  mine,  the  state  Regional  Water  Quality  Control  Board 
made  what  one  Nevada  official  called  "a  deal  with  the  devil."  Arco,  a 
former  owner  of  the  mine,  agreed  to  pay  $2.3  million  in  cleanup  funds,  and 
in  return  state  officials  freed  the  company  from  any  future  liability. 

However,  in  designating  Leviathan  a Superfund  site,  federal  officials 
are  expected  to  name  both  Arco  and  the  state  as  responsible  for  the  $25- 
million  cleanup,  sending  all  parties  scrambling  to  consult  their  lawyers. 

"You've  got  polluted  water  from  one  state  flowing  into  another,"  said 
Kevin  Mayer,  the  EPA's  project  manager  for  Leviathan.  "You've  got  a state 
wearing  two  hats,  acting  as  both  mine  regulator  and  owner.  You've  got 
Arco's  involvement.  It's  a complicated  picture." 

Federal  officials  say  the  move  would  call  much-needed  attention  to  the 
mine  and  ensure  the  flow  of  money  to  conduct  long-term  health  studies  and 
finally  solve  the  seepage  problems. 

More  immediately,  however,  state  officials  are  working  to  keep  millions 
of  gallons  of  acid-tainted  spring  snowmelt  from  rushing  into  Leviathan 
Creek. 

The  Washoe  say  such  seepage  has  already  killed  fish,  made  some  tribe 
members  sick  and  turned  an  upstream  mountain  refuge  once  held  sacred  by 
the  tribe  into  a scarred  no-man's  land.  Their  concerns  are  echoed  by 
residents  across  western  Nevada,  who  say  Leviathan's  dirty  flow  of  water 
must  be  stopped  at  any  cost. 

"It  just  flabbergasts  me  that  California  would  ever  buy  such  a polluted 
mine  and  then  let  a multimillion- [dollar]  company  like  Arco  off  the  hook 
for  the  cleanup,"  said  Douglas  County  Commissioner  Jacques  Etchegoyhen. 
"But  the  good  news  is  that  with  federal  help,  we  can  get  Arco  back  on  the 
hook.  All  we  want  is  for  this  mess  to  be  cleaned  up." 

For  its  part,  Arco  says  the  issue  of  liability  for  Leviathan  is  clear. 

"We  have  a strong  legal  opinion  that  indeed  the  state  has  taken 
liability,"  said  Sandy  Stash,  vice  president  for  environmental  cleanup  for 
Arco.  "But  having  said  that,  we're  realists.  We  plan  to  work  together  with 
the  state  and  let  any  long-term  who-pays-for-what  issues  be  worked  out 
later . " 


Closed  for  38  years.  Leviathan  remains  a legacy  of  strip  mining 
practices  that  date  to  the  1950s,  when  the  Anaconda  Mining  Co.  dumped  22 
million  tons  of  waste  rock  into  the  meandering  Leviathan  Creek  while 
trying  to  unearth  the  buried  metals  below.  Mine  Created  to  Serve  Silver 
Industry 

Opened  during  the  Civil  War  and  named  after  a nearby  mountain  peak. 
Leviathan  was  originally  mined  for  copper  sulfate  used  to  process  silver 
ore  in  Nevada.  After  years  of  inactivity,  the  250-acre  site  was  purchased 
in  1951  by  Anaconda,  which  soon  employed  open-pit  mining  methods  that  tore 
a hole  in  the  pristine  landscape- -creating  a chasm  2,000  feet  long  and  400 
feet  deep. 

Over  the  years  there  have  been  several  major  fish  kills  due  to  surges  of 
acid  runoff,  state  and  federal  officials  say.  Sulfide  from  the  mine  turns 
into  sulfuric  acid  when  it  comes  into  contact  with  water  and  air.  The  acid 
then  dissolves  arsenic,  aluminum  and  calcium  to  create  more  pollution. 

Leviathan  was  closed  in  1962.  Anaconda  merged  with  Arco  in  the  1970s. 

In  a move  that  has  been  second-guessed  ever  since,  state  officials 
bought  the  property  in  1983,  reasoning  that  they  could  qualify  for  federal 
assistance  designated  for  owners  of  polluted  properties.  The  state  paid 
$54,500  to  a private  owner  who  had  recently  bought  the  mine  site  from  Arco. 

Harold  Singer,  executive  officer  of  the  Lahontan  region  of  the 
California  Regional  Water  Quality  Control  Board,  said  the  state  never 
actually  received  any  federal  money.  But  he  said  officials  wanted  the  mine 
anyway  to  ensure  quality  control  for  their  self-funded  cleanup  project. 

"It's  hard  to  know  what  people  were  thinking,"  Singer  said,  adding  that 
Leviathan  is  the  only  mine  in  state  hands.  "People  do  things  that  seem 
like  the  right  decision  at  the  time.  Then  circumstances  change  and  it 
becomes  the  wrong  decision  in  hindsight.  And  we've  taken  our  lumps.  But  my 
question  is:  What  would  this  place  have  looked  like  if  we  hadn't  gotten 
involved?" 

Back  then,  officials  say,  the  site  was  an  otherworldly  scene  as  a red- 
colored  Leviathan  Creek  ran  through  a barren,  foul-smelling  landscape-- 
waste  rock  left  dumped  beside  the  mammoth  mine  pit. 

The  state  has  spent  $7  million- -including  Arco's  contribution--and 
officials  say  they  have  made  improvements  to  reduce  the  acid  flow.  They 
have  pushed  waste  rock  back  into  the  pit  and  have  rerouted  Leviathan  Creek 
to  avoid  the  mine.  Workers  have  replanted  trees  and  constructed  five  large 
evaporation  ponds  to  catch  the  acid  drainage. 

Singer  says  the  state  has  consulted  Arco  engineers  and  academic  experts 
from  local  universities  on  water  treatment  plans.  But  Nevada  residents  in 
neighboring  Douglas  County,  which  receives  the  bulk  of  the  runoff,  say 
California  has  done  too  little,  too  late. 

Nevada  officials  say  that  Alpine  County--California ' s smallest  and 
poorest  county--lacked  the  political  clout  to  persuade  Sacramento 
lawmakers  to  fund  a timely  cleanup  or  even  the  necessary  health  studies 
for  those  living  downstream  from  the  mine. 

If  this  were  the  Owens  Valley  with  water  flowing  toward  Los  Angeles, 
Nevada  residents  say,  the  mine  drainage  would  have  been  stopped  long  ago. 

"The  state  of  California  has  screwed  this  up  for  the  last  20  years," 
said  Douglas  County  Commissioner  Don  Miner.  "Meanwhile,  their  dirty  water 
continues  to  run  into  our  county,  and  we're  just  sick  and  tired  of  it.  We 
say  to  hell  with  California  and  their  mine  cleanup.  Let's  bring  in  the 
feds  and  do  the  job  right." 

In  Alpine  County,  where  a struggling  blue-collar  economy  has  long  been 
reliant  on  mining,  and  where  pickups  display  such  bumper  stickers  as  "What 
Isn't  Grown  . . . Must  Be  Mined,"  the  Board  of  Supervisors  has  supported 
bringing  in  the  federal  government. 

Across  the  state  line,  the  Washoe  remain  doubtful  that  the  toxic  leak 
will  ever  be  plugged. 

"That  water  flows  first  through  Indian  land,  and  it's  easy  to  write  off 
our  concerns,"  said  Brian  Wallace,  chairman  of  the  local  Washoe  tribe. 
"We're  a low  priority." 

The  Washoe  have  complained  that  no  comprehensive  health  studies  have 
ever  been  conducted  and  say  they  are  counting  on  the  federal  government  to 
conduct  such  research. 


Wallace  said  the  acid  runoff  has  scarred  not  only  the  landscape  but  also 
the  Washoe's  fragile  sense  of  cultural  identity.  For  hundreds  of  years,  he 
said,  the  Carson  River  and  its  upstream  tributaries  have  provided  the 
tribe  a living--long  before  men  began  to  mine  the  earth  below. 

Tribal  members  still  harvest  herbs  on  the  river's  banks  for  food  and 
medicine  and  use  the  willow  stalks  growing  wild  there  to  weave  handmade 
baskets . 

"Water  is  sacred  to  the  Washoe j it's  central  to  our  culture  because  it 
breathes  life  to  everything  around  it,"  Wallace  said.  "But  now  that  water 
is  poisonous,  and  that's  just  painful  to  us."  Some  Indians  Have  Moved  Away 

Afraid  of  the  water  and  its  potentially  hazardous  effects,  several 
Washoe  families  have  moved  from  Dresslerville,  an  Indian  community  of 
about  3,000  people,  Wallace  said.  Teachers  at  a local  tribal  school  said  a 
dozen  students  became  sick  last  year  after  a field  trip  and  picnic  on  the 
banks  of  Leviathan  Creek. 

Tribe  members  have  caught  discolored  and  deformed  fish.  And  one  woman 
blistered  her  mouth  when--as  part  of  the  traditional  basket-weaving 
technique--she  used  her  teeth  and  lips  to  split  a willow  harvested  near 
the  Carson  River. 

"Why  haven't  there  been  any  studies  on  the  long-term  effects  of  this 
water?"  Wallace  asked.  "We  had  to  assert  our  domain  and  threaten  a lawsuit 
just  to  get  the  federal  government  involved.  It  angers  us  to  know  there 
are  more  toxins  than  ever  in  that  water  and  that  we  have  to  deal  with  the 
downstream  impact  of  that  poison  every  day  of  our  lives." 

Singer  said  he  sympathizes  with  the  tribe.  "The  expectations  of  the 
Washoe  and  other  Nevadans  living  downstream  have  not  been  met,"  he  said. 
"The  conditions  here  at  the  mine  are  simply  unacceptable." 

Surveying  one  of  the  mine's  acid  runoff  pools,  he  added:  "Could  we  have 
responded  a little  faster  here?  That's  a valid  criticism. 

"We're  still  many  years  and  millions  of  dollars  away  from  being  able  to 
close  the  door  on  this  mine  and  say  we've  solved  the  problem  once  and  for 
all,"  he  said. 

That  saddens  Washoe  tribal  elder  lames,  a proud  man  who  has  spent  most 
of  his  life  on  the  Washoe  reservation. 

He  knows  he  will  probably  never  again  see  unsullied  woods  near  the  mine, 
a place  the  Washoe  traditionally  call  "where  the  frogs  make  a lot  of 
noise"  and  where  they  once  picked  pine  nuts,  fished  for  cutthroat  trout 
and  hunted  for  deer. 

"For  the  Washoe,  it's  like  losing  Yosemite,"  lames  said.  "Those  woods  up 
there  were  our  national  park." 

- — "RE:  Tribe  Fights  Plan  for  Nation's  Poison"  
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Tribe  fights  plan  for  nation's  poison 
by  Evelyn  Nieves 
The  New  York  Times 

AMARGOSA  VALLEY,  Nev.  - If  the  desert  were  a city,  the  ground  near  the 
Yucca  Mountain  ridge  would  be  the  lonely  part  of  town  where  you  hope  the 
car  doesn't  break  down.  Less  than  30  minutes  on  a winding,  pitted  road 
from  Interstate  95,  the  Yucca  flats  are  a different  world,  scorched  and 
scarred.  >From  here,  trucks  racing  through  the  hard  dirt  off  the  highway 
sound  like  buzzing  bees,  and  dusky  brown  rabbits  browsing  around  the 
spotty  brush  look  like  kings  of  the  world. 

Land  deemed  sacred 

For  members  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation,  a desire  to  protect  the  jack 
rabbits  and  scrub  brush,  stubborn  survivors  of  1,000  nuclear  blasts,  only 
partly  explains  why  they  believe  this  landscape  should  be  spared  from 


becoming  the  dumping  ground  for  the  world's  most  dangerous  poison. 

To  the  Western  Shoshone,  Yucca  Mountain  itself,  slated  to  become  the 
home  to  77,000  tons  of  highly  lethal  nuclear  waste  from  across  the  United 
States,  is  sacred.  The  land  - 100  miles  northwest  of  Las  Vegas,  near  the 
Nevada  Test  Site  - is  part  of  what  once  was  a vast  territory  the  Western 
Shoshones  roamed,  and  still  claim. 

"We  don't  really  say  we  'own'  the  land,  because  we  have  always  been 
taught  to  respect  Mother  Earth  as  a living  thing,"  said  Raymond  Yowell, 
chief  of  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council,  the  traditional  governing 
body  of  the  tribe. 

"Traditionally,"  Yowell  said,  "our  people  would  travel  through  here, 
camp,  forage  for  pine  nuts,  maybe  hunt  deer  and  rabbits.  We  took  only  what 
we  needed,  always  thankfully.  We  consider  ourselves  the  land's  caretakers. 

Yowell  led  the  fourth  annual  spring  gathering  this  month  at  Yucca 
Mountain.  The  social  gathering  also  was  a strategy  session  for  Western 
Shoshones  and  other  Indians  to  discuss  ways  to  stop  the  government  from 
making  the  mountain  a nuclear  dump. 

For  more  than  20  years,  scientists  have  debated  whether  Yucca  Mountain 
is  the  best  place  to  bury  deadly  radioactive  waste.  A 5.4-mile,  U-shaped 
tunnel  was  bored  into  the  mountain  at  a cost  of  $80  million  to  allow 
access  for  tests.  If  it  wins  congressional  approval,  the  Energy 
Department  will  construct  a honeycomb  of  35  miles  of  additional  tunnels. 

About  50  men,  women  and  children  camped  near  the  mountain  ridge.  They 
danced  before  dinner  and  greeted  the  sun  at  dawn.  They  talked  about 
dangers  of  spent  plutonium. 

Land  never  ceded 

The  Shoshones,  who  live  mostly  on  reservations  in  Nevada,  California  and 
Idaho,  say  they  never  ceded  land  to  the  United  States.  The  only  agreement 
between  the  nations,  they  say,  is  the  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley.  The 
peace  treaty  allowed  safe  passage  of  nontribal  members  through  lands 
occupied  by  the  Western  Shoshones. 

In  the  1950s,  the  Indian  Lands  Claim  Commission  was  established  to 
compensate  Indians  for  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States.  The  commission 
decided  that  Western  Shoshone  land  had  been  taken  by  the  United  States  on 
Duly  1,  1872,  through  "gradual  encroachment,"  and  offered  an  award  of  15 

cents  per  acre  for  24  million  acres.  The  land  now  contains  a major 

percentage  of  U.S.  gold-mining  operations. 

For  decades,  the  Western  Shoshones  have  refused  the  settlement,  Yowell 

said,  and  have  fought  unsuccessfully  for  a ruling  that  would  give  them 

clear  title  of  the  land.  The  fight  has  gone  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
which  in  1985  accepted  the  Indian  Lands  Claim  Commission's  settlement  of 
the  land  issue.  Gayle  Fisher,  a spokeswoman  for  the  Department  of  Energy, 
said  that  "although  the  DOE  recognizes  the  sensitivity  of  the  issue,  it 
must  abide  by  the  rulings  of  the  Supreme  Court." 

The  Shoshones  say  they  are  opposed  to  transportation  of  the  nation's 
nuclear  waste  to  Yucca  Mountain  not  only  to  protect  the  land,  but  also 
because  such  a transport  is  inherently  dangerous.  "That  transport  would 
put  50  million  people  in  contact  with  the  most  toxic  poison,"  said  Corbin 
Harney,  a Western  Shoshone  spiritual  leader  who  leads  the  Shundahai 
Network,  dedicated  to  making  the  nation  nuclear-free. 

"I  think  they  should  keep  the  waste  where  they  made  it,"  Harney  said. 
"Why  move  it  on  trucks,  risking  accidents  and  airborne  particles?" 
Copyright  c.  2000  The  Seattle  Times  Company 
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Bull  Buffalo  Injured  During  Hazing  Operation 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  April  26 , 2000 
Contact:  Dan  Brister,  Mike  Mease  (406)  646-0070 

West  Yellowstone,  MT : A bull  buffalo  sustained  injuries  when  it  was  hazed 
through  a barbed  wire  fence  during  a Department  of  Livestock  (DOL) 
operation  this  morning.  DOL  agents  on  horseback,  accompanied  by  a Ranger 
from  Yellowstone  National  Park  and  the  local  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks  warden, 
carried  out  several  hazing  operations,  chasing  approximately  70  animals 
back  into  the  park. 

Today's  hazing  took  place  in  Gallatin  National  Forest,  on  land  originally 
designated  as  a buffer  zone  for  park  wildlife.  Two  major  hazing  operations 
in  the  past  week  have  targeted  bison  grazing  on  Horse  Butte,  within  the 
National  Forest.  Horse  Butte  is  the  buffalo's  traditional  calving  ground, 
as  well  as  protected  habitat  for  the  threatened  bald  eagle. 

Last  Thursday,  DOL  agents  flew  a helicopter  over  Zone  One  of  the  Eagle 
Closure  on  Horse  Butte,  within  a quarter  mile  of  one  of  three  active  bald 
eagle  nests  in  the  immediate  area.  Two  bald  eagles  circled  above  Horse 
Butte  as  DOL  agents  and  Park  Rangers  on  ATVs  (all  terrain  vehicles)  and 
horses  frightened  between  55  and  60  pregnant  cows  and  yearlings  from  the 
Butte.  The  Special  Use  Permit  which  allows  the  DOL  to  operate  on  the  Butte 
specifically  states  that  "helicopter  activities  will  NOT  be  permitted  in 
the  Horse  Butte  area." 

"The  abuse  that  the  entire  ecosystem  suffers  during  these  extensive 
hazing  operations  is  hardly  worth  it.  All  ungulates  are  in  the  final 
stages  of  their  gestation  periods,  birds  are  nesting  and  the  risk  is  not 
worth  taking",  stated  Michael  Mease  of  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign. 

The  three  grazing  allotments  on  Horse  Butte  bring  in  $750.60  to  the 
US  Forest  Service  a year  (from  1997  Forest  Service  records).  Last 
winter  the  DOL  spent  $225,854  on  bison  management  in  this  contested 
area.  This  amounts  to  a cost  of  $1,536  to  "protect"  each  of  the  147 
cow-calf  pairs  that  summer  on  the  Butte  grazing  allotments  from  the 
supposed  threat  of  brucellosis. 

The  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  is  the  only  group  working  in  the  field, 
everyday,  to  stop  the  slaughter  of  Yellowstone's  wild  buffalo.  Volunteers 
defend  buffalo  on  their  traditional  winter  habitat  and  advocate  for  their 
protection.  Our  daily  patrols  stand  with  the  buffalo  on  the  ground  they 
choose  to  be  on,  and  document  every  action  taken  against  them. 

Video  footage,  including  shots  of  the  bull  being  hazed  through  the 
fence,  is  available  upon  request. 
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Case  Pits  Indians,  States  Over  Colorado  River  Water 
c.  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
April  25,  2000 

WASHINGTON  --  California  and  Arizona  face  off  today  against  an  American 
Indian  tribe  and  the  federal  government  at  the  Supreme  Court  over  rights  to 
Colorado  River  water  already  allotted  to  thirsty  populations  and 
agriculture 
in  both  states. 

The  Quechan  tribe  wants  more  water  to  irrigate  its  Fort  Yuma  Indian 
Reservation,  which  straddles  the  Colorado  as  it  flows  between  the  two 
states . 


The  tribe  claims  the  water  under  an  1893  treaty  that  promised  irrigation 
benefits  which  never  materialized. 

But  both  states  contend  the  Quechan  (pronounced  Kwuh-tsan)  relinquished 
their  claim  in  a $15  million  settlement  over  disputed  land  and  water  in 
1983. 

The  issue  before  the  Supreme  Court  is  also  significant  because  it  is 
the 

last  unresolved  dispute  in  a 48-year-old  lawsuit  between  the  states  over 
allocation  of  the  Colorado's  water. 

The  volume  in  dispute  is  relatively  small,  about  1 percent  of  the  river 
water  divided  among  Nevada,  Arizona  and  California.  But  California  already 
draws  more  water  than  it  is  allocated,  and  communities  rely  on  the  water 
for 

development  and  farming. 

"It  doesn't  amount  to  a great  deal,  but  that  will  not  stop  us  in  the 
West 

from  fighting  over  it  to  the  death,"  said  David  Harding  Getches,  a law 
professor  at  the  University  of  Colorado  who  specializes  in  water  and 
American 

Indian  issues.  "In  the  Colorado  River  basin,  every  acre  foot  is  fought  over 
as  if  it's  the  last." 

The  Supreme  Court  won't  decide  directly  who  gets  the  water,  but  whether 
or  not  the  tribe's  claim  will  be  sent  to  a so-called  special  master,  who 
could  potentially  grant  the  water  rights.  The  court's  decision  is  expected 
by 

late  Dune. 

The  tribe  got  its  reservation  and  enough  water  to  raise  crops  under  a 
presidential  order  in  1884. 
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Tribe  says  it  may  sue  state  if  biomass  bill  isn't  amended 
Tom  Meersman 
c.  Star  Tribune 
April  13,  2000 

State  legislators  could  face  a lawsuit  from  the  Prairie  Island  Mdewakanton 
Dakota  Tribe  if  they  don't  amend  a bill  expected  to  come  up  for  a final 
vote  on  the  House  floor  today. 

It  would  change  a 1994  law  that  allowed  extra  storage  of  radioactive  wastes 
at  Northern  States  Power  Company's  Prairie  Island  nuclear  plant  in  Red  Wing, 
provided  that  the  utility  meet  certain  conditions,  including  the  production 
or  purchase  of  125  megawatts  of  electricity  generated  from  biomass  -- 
plants  or  plant  waste  --  by  the  end  of  2002. 

The  bill  would  change  the  definition  of  biomass  to  permit  the  burning  of 
turkey  manure,  and  it  would  extend  the  deadline  for  having  the  power  plant 
operational  to  2005.  In  particular,  it  would  allow  a $100  million  power 
plant  fired  primarily  by  turkey  manure  to  be  built  in  central  Minnesota, 
pending  regulatory  approval. 

The  tribe,  which  owns  land  next  to  the  nuclear  plant,  signed  a contract 
with  NSP  and  the  state  six  years  ago  that  gave  the  tribe  full  legal  standing 
to  enforce  the  requirements  and  deadlines  of  the  1994  law. 

"I  don't  want  to  sound  militant,"  said  Noah  White,  tribal  vice  chairman, 
"but  we're  more  than  just  concerned.  We're  upset.  Out  of  respect  [the 
Legislature]  should  have  included  us,"  he  said,  in  plans  to  change  the  law 
and  extend  the  biomass  deadline. 

Dohn  Knapp,  an  attorney  for  the  tribe,  noted  that  the  1994  law  provided 
for  additional  nuclear  waste  storage  for  NSP  and  the  development  of  wind 


machines  and  biomass  technology  for  environmentalists,  but  very  little  for 
the  tribe  that  lives  next  to  the  plant,  with  its  attendant  risks  from 
high-voltage  power  lines  and  a possible  nuclear  accident. 

"All  the  tribe  got  out  of  the  1994  law  was  a contract,  and  for  the 
Legislature  to  expect  that  tribal  leaders  would  walk  away  from  that  or 
ignore  their  rights  is  terribly  demeaning,"  Knapp  said. 

White  and  other  tribal  representatives  made  their  concerns  known  last 
month  in  legislative  committee  hearings  and  in  a March  31  letter  to  the 
bill's  House  and  Senate  authors;  Dim  Howard,  NSP's  chief  executive  officer, 
and  Gov.  Hesse  Ventura. 

The  letter  said  specifically  that  the  bill  would  cause  the  tribe  to  "fully 
assess  our  legal  options"  if  it  is  passed  and  signed  into  law. 

The  letter  set  off  a flurry  of  meetings  last  week  among  several  state 
agency  leaders,  legislators  and  their  staffs,  which  probably  ensures  that 
the  bill  will  be  amended  when  it  reaches  the  House  and  Senate  floors  during 
the  next  few  days.  But  the  controversy  also  has  raised  questions  about  why 
the  Legislature  did  not  consult  with  the  tribe  under  the  terms  of  the  1994 
contract . 

Sen.  Steve  Novak,  DFL-New  Brighton,  author  of  the  1994  law  and  the  latest 
changes  to  it,  said  he  wasn't  involved  with  the  language  that  extended  the 
deadline . 

"I  was  simply  looking  at  [the  bill]  as  the  final  completion  of  the  1994 
act  to  actually  get  the  projects  built,"  he  said.  "I  didn't  see  it  as  a 
major  change,  but  I can  understand  how  people  might  have  differing  views  on 
that . " 

Novak  said  that  the  tribe  "probably  should  have  been  involved,"  but  that 
"everything's  fine  now"  because  he  has  spoken  with  tribal  representatives 
and  the  2005  deadline  in  the  proposed  bill  probably  will  be  restored  to 
2002. 

White  said  that  may  avoid  a lawsuit,  but  the  fact  of  being  ignored, 
despite  the  tribe's  contract  with  the  state  and  NSP,  "still  made  us  feel 
like  this  was  another  idle  or  broken  promise." 

Representatives  of  Fibrowatt  Inc.,  a British  firm  that  has  proposed  the 
50-megawatt  power  plant  using  turkey  manure,  said  they  were  not  aware  until 
recently  of  the  tribe's  special  legal  relationship  with  the  state  in  this 
matter.  "If  we  had  known,  we  would  have  talked  to  them  and  described  what 
we  were  trying  to  do,"  said  Carl  Strickler,  Fibrowatt's  vice  president. 

The  immediate  question  is  what  changes,  if  any,  will  be  made  in  the  bill, 
and  how  the  tribe  will  respond.  However,  others  question  the  costs, 
benefits  and  environmental  consequences  of  the  Fibrowatt  project  itself. 

Some  farmers  who  use  turkey  manure,  and  others  opposing  the  bill,  have 
testified  that  because  poultry  litter  is  loaded  with  nitrogen  and  thus  a 
valuable  fertilizer,  it  should  be  considered  a product  to  be  used,  not 
waste  to  be  burned.  But  turkey  growers,  a number  of  county  commissioners 
and  others  favor  the  project  as  an  economic  boon  in  rural  Minnesota. 

If  the  law  is  amended,  the  turkey-manure  power  plant  still  would  face 
regulatory  hurdles,  including  an  environmental  study  as  a prerequisite  to 
approval  by  the  Environmental  Quality  Board,  an  air-quality  permit  from  the 
state  Pollution  Control  Agency  and  a final  endorsement  from  the  state 
Public  Utilities  Commission. 

The  Minnesota  Department  of  Commerce  has  criticized  the  legislative 
approach.  If  legislators  wanted  to  expand  the  definition  of  biomass,  said 
Linda  Taylor,  assistant  commissioner  of  energy,  the  department  would  have 
preferred  an  "open  competitive  process"  so  that  other  companies  could  make 
proposals . 

Novak  bristled  at  the  suggestion  and  noted  that  other  proposals,  which 
would  burn  waste  wood  and  whole  trees,  are  moving  forward  to  meet  the  1994 
mandate.  He  said  the  Commerce  Department  wants  to  "change  the  rules  at  the 
very  end  of  the  process."  Burning  turkey  manure  is  a proven  technology  at 
three  plants  in  Britain,  he  said.  "I  want  to  get  some  electricity  produced 
out  of  this  law,"  he  said. 
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Dear  Friends, 

Below  is  a letter  to  the  editor  which  we  will  be  submitting  to  our  local 
papers  here  in  Kansas.  Normally,  letters  to  the  editor  should  only  be  about 
1/3  the  length  of  this  one  (250  words  say  our  friends  in  the  media 
profession).  However,  some  papers  have  been  printing  longer  letters  because 
of  the  interest  in  the  current  tug  of  war  with  the  FBI.  We  will  be  asking 
local  chapters  of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild,  Amnesty  International,  and  on 
campus  and  community  organizations  to  sign  on. 

Thanks  for  your  support! 

In  solidarity, 

LPDC 

President  Clinton  Could  Leave  Behind  True  Legacy 
of  Dustice  For  Native  Peoples  By  Freeing  Peltier 

Dear  Editor, 

When  President  Clinton  told  a group  of  Native  Americans  last  March  that 
they  "got  a bad  deal"  I wonder  if  he  was  including  Leonard  Peltier,  a Native 
American  unjustly  incarcerated  for  the  last  24  years.  President  Clinton, 
who  in  recent  months  visited  two  Indian  Reservations,  has  for  years  been  the 
focus  of  a campaign  to  free  Peltier.  As  President  Clinton's  last  days  in 
office  rapidly  approach  we,  along  with  thousands  of  others,  are  wondering  if 
he  will  put  his  money  where  is  mouth  is,  and  grant  Executive  Clemency  to  the 
most  well  known  symbol  of  injustice  against  Indigenous  Peoples  of  this 
hemisphere. 

Amnesty  International  considers  Peltier  to  be  a political  prisoner  who 
should  be  "immediately  and  unconditionally  released."  Archbishop  Desmond 
Tutu  has  referred  to  the  case  as  a "blot  on  the  judicial  system  of  this 
country."  The  list  of  Leonard  Peltier's  prominent  supporters  goes  on  and 
on,  and  millions  have  asked  President  Clinton  to  free  this  man.  Why  the 
uproar? 

Leonard  Peltier  was  a key  organizer  of  the  American  Indian  Movement.  He 
and  other  AIM  members  had  been  asked  to  go  to  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation 
where  conflict  between  a pro-assimilation  tribal  chairman  and 
traditionalists  had  escalated  into  violence.  The  chairman  used  tribal 
monies  to  fund  a campaign  of  intimidation  against  his  opposition,  resulting 
in  several  beatings  and  murders.  Despite  an  overwhelming  presence  of  FBI 
agents  on  the  reservation,  these  murders,  totaling  64  between  1973  and 
1976,  were  never  properly  investigated,  and  virtually  no  prosecutions 
were  brought. 

Linder  such  circumstances,  it  is  not  surprising  that  a shoot-out  erupted 
on  Dune  26,  1975  after  two  FBI  agents  in  unmarked  cars  chased  a red  pickup 
truck  onto  the  property  of  a traditional  family  who  was  housing  a group  of 
AIM  members.  Shots  rang  out  and  a shoot-out  erupted.  Within  hours  the 
home  was  surrounded  by  150  swat  team  members,  FBI  agents,  BIA  police,  and 
vigilantes.  Women  and  children  barely  escaped  through  the  hail  of  bullets. 
In  the  end,  the  two  agents  and  one  Native  man  lay  dead. 

Three  people  were  tried  for  the  deaths  of  the  agents.  Two  of  those  were 
found  innocent  on  grounds  of  self-defense.  Peltier,  who  was  in  Canada 
seeking  political  asylum,  would  be  tried  separately.  He  was  eventually 
extradited  back  from  Canada  on  the  weight  of  an  affidavit  from  a woman  who 
claimed  to  have  witnessed  him  murder  the  agents.  In  fact,  she  had  never 
seen  Peltier  nor  was  she  ever  in  the  area  where  the  shoot  out  took  place. 

She  would  later  recant  her  statement  saying  that  the  FBI  had  threatened  her 
into  cooperating.  However,  the  jury  in  Peltier's  trial  was  never  allowed  to 
hear  her  testimony. 

Peltier's  trial  was  mysteriously  and  unfavorably  transferred  to  a 
different  judge  and  district  from  that  of  his  co-defendants.  Exculpatory 
evidence  was  withheld,  witnesses  were  coerced,  and  the  judge  erred  in  his 
rulings  making  it  impossible  for  Peltier  to  properly  defend  himself.  He 
was  found  guilty  of  first-  degree  murder,  and  was  given  to  two  consecutive 


life  sentences. 

The  main  evidence  used  to  convict  Peltier  was  a shell  casing  found  in  the 
agent's  car  said  to  match  his  gun.  However,  documents  released  through  the 
Freedom  of  Information  Act  would  reveal  that  in  fact,  the  casing  did  not 
match  and  the  FBI  ballistics  expert  had  perjured  himself.  When  faced  with 
this  evidence  on  appeal,  the  government  prosecutor  admitted  that  he  could 
not  prove  who  killed  the  agents.  6000  FBI  documents  pertaining  to  the  case 
are  still  being  withheld  for  reasons  of  "national  security"  today. 

The  only  evidence  against  Peltier  is  the  fact  that  he  was  present  at  the 
Dumping  Bull  ranch  during  the  fatal  shoot-out.  There  were  more  than  thirty 
others  there  that  day  as  well.  Yet  Peltier  is  the  only  one  who  was  ever 
sentenced  and  imprisoned. 

President  Clinton  should  follow  the  advice  of  Desse  Dackson,  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians,  several  members  of  Congress,  and  millions  of 
US  citizens  and  free  Leonard  Peltier.  If  he  does  so,  he  will  truly  leave 
behind  a legacy  of  one  who  took  a substantial  step  toward  improving  the 
plight  of  Native  Peoples. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Clinton  Asks  for  Peltier's  Review"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Apr  2000  14:05:50  EDT 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd : CLINTON  ASKS  FOR  PELTIER'S  REVIEW 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Scott  Tippetts"  <TIPPETTS@pire.org> 

IMPORTANT  UPDATE 

Peltier's  case  has  been  "under  review"  by  the  Pardon  Attorney  for  more 
than  77  months  now  - which  means  the  Dustice  Department  has  avoided 
dealing  with  it  for  more  than  THREE  times  as  long  as  they  have  ever  taken 
to  process  any  clemency  case. 

BUT....  within  the  past  2 weeks,  a rumor  was  reported  that  President 
Clinton  recently  asked  the  U.S.  Pardon  Attorney's  office  for  their  review 
of  Peltier's  executive  clemency  appeal,  meaning  official  action  may 
FINALLY  be  in  the  works. 

To  further  substantiate  this  rumor,  the  FBI  has  within  this  past  week 
suddenly  issued  a barrage  of  anti-Peltier  propaganda  to  national 
newspapers.  In  these  press  releases  and  Letters  to  the  Editor,  these  FBI 
officials  have  stated  that  they  are  "aware  that  President  Clinton  may  be 
considering  releasing  Peltier  before  leaving  office  late  this  year." 

Since  the  FBI  is  an  agency  within  the  Dustice  Department,  it  si  very 
likely  that  their  information  is  reliable,  and  that  the  rumor  of  upcoming 
White  House  action  on  the  Peltier  case 
--  FINALLY  --  is  true. 

My  guess  is  that  if  positive  action  is  taken,  it  will  be  after  the 
November  election,  so  that  it  will  not  affect  the  election.  (Also, 
grants  of  pardon/clemency  are  traditionally  issued  in  the  week  before 
Christmas) . 

WHAT  WE  CAN  DO  IN  MARYLAND: 

In  order  to  put  public  pressure  on  Clinton  (and  to  counter  the 
misinformation  being  spewed  by  the  FBI),  some  of  our  Maryland  LPSG  members 
have  suggested  that  we  should  focus  our  efforts  on  having  one  high-impact 
activity  that  will  reach  a very  large  audience:  having  our  LPSG  booth  at 
the  Maryland  State  Fair,  August  25th  thru  September  4th. 

In  addition  to  basic  informational  literature  and  concise  instructions 
on  what  to  do,  we  will  also  have  hundreds  of  postage-paid  postcards. 


pne-addnessed  to  the  President  (with  the  instantly  recognizable  Peltier 
'logo'  printed  on  the  front),  so  that  the  White  House  will  get  flooded 
with  public  outrage  from  hundreds  (thousands?)  of  Marylanders. 

Through  this  11-day  activity,  we  could  potentially  reach  more  than 
100,000  people,  strategically  located  in  the  region  surrounding 
Washington  D.C. 

In  order  to  do  have  a booth  at  the  Maryland  State  Fair,  there  are  two 
considerations:  Personnel,  and  Cost. 

PERSONNEL:  We  need  to  make  sure  we  have  people  to  staff  the  booth  for  6 
weekdays,  4 weekend  days,  and  one  holiday  (Labor  Day).  We  will  try  to 
arrange  to  have  2-3  persons  staffing  the  booth  at  all  times.  I will  be 
one  of  those,  for  at  least  3-5  days  during  that  period  (depending  on  how 
many  vacation  days  I have  available  to  use).  If  there  is  a good 
possibility  that  you  might  be  able  to  help  out,  PLEASE  contact  me  ASAP  to 
let  me  know  which  dates. 

COST:  The  fee  for  booth  space  will  run  between  $500  and  $600.  I think 
the  only  way  to  come  up  with  that  is  by  obtaining  a grant  from  some 
foundation  or  charitable  group.  Any  grant  writers  out  there?  If  so, 

PLEASE  contact  me  ASAP.  Also,  if  you  have  any  ideas  of  organizations  that 
might  foot  the  bill  for  our  fee,  please  pass  those  along  to  me  as  well. 

THIS  WINTER  MAY  BE  LEONARD'S  BEST  CHANCE  FOR  JUSTICE ! ! 

We  must  raise  this  issue  back  into  the  public  consciousness,  and  recruit 
more  citizens  to  express  their  outrage  to  the  White  House,  to  put  the 
pressure  of  public  opinion  on  the  President  (as  well  as  give  him  the 
popular  support  he  needs  on  this  issue  to  counter  the  FBI's  opposition). 

It  is  well  known  that  President  Clinton  wants  to  leave  a legacy  of  being 
strong  on  civil  rights  and  racial  issues,  and  that  he  considers  himself  to 
be  strongly  sympathetic  toward  Indian  issues.  Clinton  has  close 
relationships  with  more  than  a few  who  support  Peltier's  release  (Leon 
Panetta,  Bill  Richardson,  Ron  Dellums,  etc.)  Clinton  has  shown  his 
willingness  once  already  to  stand  up  to  the  FBI,  by  granting  clemency  to 
the  wrongly  sentenced  Puerto  Rican  Independenistas . 

A1  Gore's  position  is  unknown.  If  George  Bush  is  elected,  I guarantee 
there  won't  be  another  chance  for  at  least  4 more  years. 

THIS  WINTER  MAY  BE  LEONARD'S  BEST  CHANCE  FOR  JUSTICE!! 

For  standing  up  to  FBI-sponsored  terrorism  and  oppression,  Leonard 
Peltier  has  now  spent  more  than  24  years  in  prison. 

For  having  selflessly  risked  his  own  life  to  defend  traditional  Indian 
people  from  murder  and  slaughter,  he  has  sacrificed  8,845  days  of  his  life. 

If  you've  ever  been  inclined  toward  fighting  injustice,  PLEASE  consider 
sacrificing  just  a day  (or  even  just  a half  day)  of  your  own,  to  end  this 
24  year  injustice. 

THIS  WINTER  MAY  BE  LEONARD'S  BEST  CHANCE  FOR  JUSTICE!! 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,  Dragging  Canoe,  Tecumseh  (and  scores  of 
other  patriots), 

--Scott  Tippetts 

"RE : Murder  of  Anna  Mae  Aquash  Unsolved  After  23  Years"  

Date:  Sun,  30  April  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : fwd:  Murder  of  Anna  Mae  Aquash  Unsolved  After  23  Years 
FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Murder  of  Anna  Mae  Aquash  Unsolved  After  23  Years 
By  Eric  Anderssen 

When  Anna  Mae  Aquash  was  buried,  womenflmage]  from  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  dug  her  grave  themselves  in  the  March  cold. 

Her  body  was  wrapped  in  a traditional  star  quilt  and  a medicine  man 
presided  at  the  funeral.  More  than  100  people  came  in  a snowfall  to 
show  their  respect  for  the  Canadian  Micmac  whose  tombstone  reads. 


"Woman  Warrior  at  Wounded  Knee." 

Twenty-three  years  later,  friends  still  leave  remembrance  at  her 
grave:  a broken  cigarette  to  bring  good  will,  a piece  of  sweet  grass,  a 
turtle  rattle. 

Ms.  Aquash  grew  up  poor  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  she  became  a powerful 
voice  in  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

She  came  to  Pine  Ridge  to  join  the  AIM  protest  at  Wounded  Knee  in 
1973,  and  stayed  to  fight  for  native  rights  on  this  struggling 
reservation  in  southwestern  Dakota. 

Then  in  Dune  of  1975,  tension  on  the  reservation  peaked  after  two 
federal  agents  came  to  the  town  of  Ogalala  to  investigate  a pair  of 
stolen  cowboy  boots.  They  and  one  AIM  member  died  in  a gunfight. 

By  late  summer,  the  AIM  leaders  Ms.  Aquash  knew  best  were  on  the 
run.  And  US  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  was  hunting  her,  intent  on 
finding  witnesses  to  the  shooting. 

Backed  by  the  federal  government,  tribal  council  chairman  Richard 
Wilson  had  his  private  police  force  prowling  the  reservation  openly  at 
war  with  anyone  connected  to  AIM. 

Worst  of  all,  people  within  the  movement  were  whispering  questions 
about  Ms.  Aquash' s loyalty.  Some  said  she  was  a snitch. 

Back  in  Shubenecadie,  N.S.,  her  eldest  sister,  Rebecca,  begged 
her  to  come  home.  But  as  frightened  as  she  was,  she  refused  to 
leave.  Her  friends  said  she  had  started  predicting  her  own  death.  In 
her  last  letter  to  Rebecca  that  fall,  she  wrote:  "I  know  that  sooner  or 
later  I'm  going  to  be  killed." 

During  the  months  after  the  Dune  killings,  she  tried  to  keep  a low 
profile,  but  she  was  arrested  twice.  She  was  quickly  released  on  bail  - 
fuelling  the  rumors  about  her  being  an  informant.  In  November,  she 
fled  to  Denver  to  hide  out  at  a friend's  house. 

Three  months  later,  on  Feb.  24,  1976,  Anna  Mae  Aquash'  s body  was 
found  at  the  bottom  of  a ravine  near  a desolate  reservation  highway  on  the 
edge  of  the  badlands  of  South  Dakota.  She  had  been  shot,  execution-style 
with  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  pressed  into  the  back  of  her  neck. 

No  one  has  ever  been  charged  with  her  killing.  After  a botched 
autopsy,  the  FBI  investigation  went  nowhere.  Grand  juries  heard 
testimony  but  produced  no  indictments. 

While  her  death  made  headlines  in  the  United  States,  it  was 
largely  ignored  in  Canada,  beyond  a few  calls  for  justice  from  the 
federal  government  and  the  odd  query  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

But  in  the  past  few  years,  a new  investigation  has  developed  a shocking 
theory  about  how  - and  why  - Ms.  Aquash  died.  The  trail  has  taken 
detectives  from  the  reservation  where  she  died  in  South  Dakota  to 
the  house  in  Denver  where  she  was  hiding,  to  the  doorstep  of  a 
native  Canadian  in  Whitehorse  who  is  thought  to  have  information 
about  the  case  and  is  being  watched  by  the  RCMP. 

Investigators  now  believe  that  the  people  who  shot  Ms.  Aquash  came  from 
within  the  very  movement  she  left  her  family  to  join.  They  claim  to  be 
close  to  laying  charges. 

Roger  Amiotte  found  the  rotting  body  of  a woman  on  a mild  February 
afternoon  in  1976.  He  had  gone  out  to  sight  a new  fence  line  for  his  1, 
215-hectare  ranch  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  to  stop  his  cattle 
from  drifting  across  the  highway. 

The  body  lay  at  the  bottom  of  a steep  ravine,  30  metres  from  the  road 
in  the  path  he  had  planned  for  his  new  fence.  She  was  curled  in  the  snow 
as  though  she  had  fallen  asleep. 

The  woman  was  wearing  blue  jeans,  sneakers  and  a burgundy  jacket.  She 
was  lying  on  her  side  with  her  knees  bent,  near  a curve  in  a dry  creek 
bed.  She  had  a turquoise  bracelet  on  her  left  arm.  Her  hair  covered  her 
face,  but  she  had  been  there  long  enough  that  her  skin  had  turned 
gray  and  the  animals  had  eaten  her  nose  and  right  ear. 

Mr.  Amiotte  never  went  close  enough  to  touch  her.  He  drove  home  and 
called  the  police. 

Two  decades  of  wind  and  rain  have  changed  the  Badlands,  and  Mr 
Amiotte  can  no  longer  find  the  exact  spot.  He  has  taken  so 
many  police  investigators  and  reporters  out  to  the  site  that  the  story 


bores  him. 

He  sat  cross-legged  in  the  wheat  grass  a safe  distance  from  the 
cliff,  dribbled  a line  of  tobacco  into  a sheet  of  rolling  paper  and 
waited  to  to  give  the  same  answers  to  the  same  old  questions.  "It 
don't  take  long  to  see  a dead  body/'  he  drawled.  "But  you  sure  ain't 
expecting  it.  A dead  cow,  you  can  kind  of  see." 

The  day  after  Mr.  Amiotte's  discovery,  pathologist  W.O.  Brown  conducted 
an  autopsy  for  the  F.B.I.,  which  is  responsible  for  investigating 
all  suspicious  deaths  on  U.S.  reservations.  He  concluded  that 
the  woman,  whom  no  one  could  identify,  had  died  of  exposure  seven  to 
10  days  earlier. 

There  was  no  sign  of  a violent  death,  he  wrote  in  his  reports.  Most 
remarkably,  he  noted  that  her  scalp  and  skull  appeared  normal,  that 
there  was  nothing  unusual  about  her  brain. 

Her  hands  were  cut  off  and  sent  to  the  bureau's  lab  in  Washington  to 
see  if  the  fingertips  turned  up  a match. 

On  March  2,  the  woman  was  buried  in  a pauper's  grave  in  a Roman 
Catholic  cemetery.  The  next  day,  thanks  to  the  fingertips,  she  was 
identified  as  30-year-old  Anna  Mae  Aquash. 

Her  friends  and  family  immediately  started  asking  questions. 

Nothing  made  sense. 

Ms.  Aquash  would  never  have  traveled  into  the  Badlands  alone,  they 
said.  And  if  she  had,  she  had  lived  in  the  cold  enough  to  survive  bad 
weather.  There  was  no  alcohol  or  drugs  in  her  system  to  explain  how 
she  could  have  died  of  exposure. 

And  how  was  it  that  no  one  recognized  her  at  the  hospital,  when  one 
of  the  FBI  agents  who  saw  her  body  had  questioned  her  only  a few  months 
before? 

Rumors  of  an  FBI  cover-up  mushroomed  at  Pine  Ridge. 

Few  people  believed  the  argument  that  Ms.  Aquash  had  gone 
unidentified  because  of  decomposition,  and  there  was  talk  that  federal 
agents  had  killed  the  AIM  activist  to  set  an  example,  then  chopped  off 
her  hands  to  scare  others. 

Others  - including  the  FBI  - spoke  of  another  motive,  suggesting 
that  she  may  have  been  killed  by  AIM  supporters  because  of  suspicions 
that  she  had  snitched  to  federal  agents. 

Her  family  pushed  for  an  exhumation  and  on  March  11,  a second 
autopsy  was  performed  by  Dr.  Gary  Peterson,  an  independent 
pathologist . 

It  took  minutes  for  him  to  discover  a .32-caliber  bullet  lodged  in 
her  left  cheekbone.  The  bullet  had  tracked  through  her  brain  and  lodged 
in  her  cheek. 

It  seemed  incredible  that  it  had  been  missed;  hospital  staff  told 
the  FBI  that  they  had  noticed  dried  blood  on  the  back  of  Ms.  Aquash' s 
neck  and  even  felt  a wound  when  she  was  brought  in  by  the  ambulance. 

They  assumed  that  the  coroner  would  find  it.  Dr.  Brown  said  later  that 
he  "inadvertently  overlooked"  the  bullet  wound. 

The  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  home  of  the  Ogela  Sioux,  lies  at  the 
bottom  of  South  Dakota,  a land  of  clay  hills,  and  hailstorms  fierce 
enough  to  spider-crack  car  windshields.  It  borders  on  the  Rosebud 
Indian  Reservation,  and  they  are  both  a collection  of  small,  struggling 
towns  divided  by  stretches  of  empty  highways.  People  are  poor  and  many 
live  in  run-down  trailers. 

The  roads  are  lined  with  state  signs  that  ask  "Why  Die?"  and  mark  the 
spot  of  fatal  car  accidents.  Nothing  brands  the  land  clearly  as  a 
reservation,  except  the  Sioux-language  stop  signs  in  the  town  of  Pine 
Ridge,  which  reads  Inajin. 

In  1973,  a group  of  traditionalists  on  the  reservation  appealed 

to  the  leaders  of  AIM  for  help.  They  were  trying  to  impeach  Richard 
Wilson,  the  new  tribal  chairman,  who  amid  charges  of  nepotism  and 

vote  buying  had  failed  to  hold  public  council  meetings  and  done  nothing 
to  stop  ongoing  uranium  leases  for  white  companies  on  reservation  land. 

Stridently  anti-AIM  Mr.  Wilson  had  used  government  funds  to  create  a 

private  police  force  on  the  reserve,  dubbed  the  "goon  squad"  by  many 


residents  because  of  its  brutality.  The  force  appropriated  the  name  as 
an  acronym  for"  Guardians  of  the  Ogalala  Nations."  In  the  war  against  AIM 
and  GOONs  were  the  tribal  chairman's  army.  Drive-by  shootings  became 
common  and  scores  of  Indians  were  estimated  to  have  been  killed 
from  1973  to  1975. 

On  Feb.  27,  1973,  after  attempts  to  impeach  Mr.  Wilson  had  failed,  a 
large  group  of  angry  Sioux  and  AIM  leaders  assembled  a caravan  of  cars 
and  drove  out  to  the  small  reservation  town  of  Wounded  Knee.  It  was  a 
symbolic  decision:  in  1890,  a cavalry  troop  had  opened  fire  on 
a Sioux  encampment  at  the  site  and  massacred  an  estimated  350  men,  women 
and  children. 

This  time,  the  Indians  seized  a white-owned  trading  post  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  church.  FBI  agents  and  US  Marshals  swarmed  to  the 
scene  and  set  up  roadblocks  to  cut  off  access.  They  were  equipped  with 
high-powered  rifles,  helicopters  and  tanks  for  bunkers.  The  protesters 
refused  to  leave,  and  the  standoff  soon  became  a symbol  of  native 
resistance. 

Watching  the  news  in  Boston,  a young  Canadian  Micmac  named  Anna 
Mae  Pictou  was  captivated.  How  could  she  not  get  involved  in  something 
that  might  make  a better  future  for  her  two  daughters,  then  still 
toddlers?  She  would  later  tell  her  friends. 

March  10,  1973,  was  her  last  day  on  the  assembly  line  of  the  General 

Motors  plant  in  Framingham,  Mass.  She  left  her  daughters  in  a sister's 
care  in  Boston,  and  with  her  boyfriend,  Nogeeshik  Aquash,  a Chippewa 
from  Ontario,  drove  to  South  Dakota.  Carrying  food  and  supplies,  they 
slipped  past  the  police  barricades  and  joined  AIM  protest  at 
Wounded  Knee. 

Life  for  the  protestors  was  hard;  not  planning  to  stay  long,  they  had 
brought  little  with  them. 

Scarcity  was  nothing  new  to  Ms.  Aquash  who  was  born  on  March  27, 
1945,  and  grew  up  poor  on  the  Pictou  Landing  reserve  near  the 
Northumberland  Strait.  Living  in  a rickety  house  without  plumbing  or 
electricity,  she  had  learned  early  to  lug  water  and  chop  wood,  and  to 
get  by  on  potatoes  at  dinner. 

She  was  always  the  last  to  get  sick  among  her  three  siblings,  and 
though  she  never  stood  taller  than  5-foot-2.  She  was  tough  enough  to  win 
fights  with  the  boys  at  school. 

She  dropped  out  of  school  before  finishing  Grade  9,  and  joined  the 
annual  summer  migration  from  the  reserve  to  pick  blueberries  in  Maine. 

From  there,  she  traveled  with  another  Micmac  named  lake  Maloney  to 
Boston.  The  couple  had  two  daughters,  and  eventually  married,  but  it 
didn't  work  out. 

Three  years  later,  she  fell  in  with  the  city's  native  activists, 
including  Nogeeshik  Aquash.  She  helped  to  form  the  Boston  Indian 
Council,  which  planned  the  protest  on  the  Mayflower  II  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  in  1970.  By  the  time  the  AIM  moved  into  Wounded  Knee 
on  Feb.  27,  1973,  it  would  only  make  sense  that  she  would  go. 

In  South  Dakota,  she  quickly  became  known  for  her  organizing  skills 
and  her  passionate  idealism;  on  several  occasions,  she  slipped  by 
federal  agents  and  sneaked  fresh  supplies  into  the  encampment.  She  was 
outspoken  and  intelligent,  keen  to  talk  of  treaties  while  the  other 
women  spent  their  time  rolling  cigarettes  for  the  men.  Days  after 
arriving  at  Wounded  Knee,  she  and  Mr.  Aquash  were  married  in 
traditional  native  ceremony. 

The  standoff  ended  after  71  days,  with  two  native  men  killed  by 
government  gunfire  and  several  others  wounded;  the  people  who 
remained  inside  Wounded  Knee  were  arrested. 

In  the  most  high-profile  case,  AIM  leaders  Dennis  Banks  and  Russell 
Means  were  acquitted  on  several  charges  of  conspiracy  and  assault.  Ms. 
Aquash,  who  had  left  before  the  protest  ended,  faced  a minor  charge  for 
violating  reservation  law.  In  1973,  the  Aquashes  traveled  to  Ottawa  and 
the  next  year,  she  helped  to  organize  a native  fashion  show  staged  at  the 
National  Arts  Centre. 


copywrite  c.  Canadian  Aboriginal  News 


Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  is  100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 


RE:  Native  Prisoner 


Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Conner,  Virgil 
1A205 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  5/24/44 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Croft,  Troy  Donald 

#902-482 

PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  3/5/58 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Cooper,  lames  David 
#218-840 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/3/52 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Corob,  Larry 
#174-714 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/24/42 
Ancestry:  Apache/Hopi 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 
Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : Gathering  by  Rio  Grande"  


Date:  Mon,  24  Apr  2000  13:28:37  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Gathering  by  Rio  Grande 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Sitting  watching  Sam.  He  is  making  a new  set  of  bussels  to  dance  with. 
His  hair  is  long,  tied  in  the  back  and  is  going  nearly  all  gray.  His 


craggy  face  has  laughing  lines  that  melt  the  years  away.  He  is  patiently 
wrapping  the  hackles,  the  tips  of  the  bussels,  small  feathers  that  go  on 
last.  His  outfit  is  near  ready,  and  for  him  it  is  the  week  before  he  can 
take  off  from  work. 

His  wife,  works  as  an  LPN,  she  dances  as  well,  she  comes  from  Washington, 
far  from  her  native  home  at  Salish  Kootenai.  Her  buckskin  is  white,  and 
covered  with  elk  teeth,  a prized  possession  indeed,  so  hard  to  come  by. 

These  two  dance  traditional,  but  Sam  this  year  is  dancing  fancy,  a dance 
for  young  men.  He  has  been  seen  twisting  and  turning  at  strange  places 
like  the  parking  lot,  in  the  grocery  store  and  at  work,  getting  the 
moves  just  right.  It  takes  practice  to  get  them  so  that  when  you  are 
fully  dressed  you  move  like  a bird  in  the  wind,  floating  and  dropping 
and  turning  to  dance  in  the  sky,  hanging  aloft.  How  elegant  they  look. 

Sam  is  taking  his  grandchildren  with  them,  they  are  headed  South,  going 
to  Albuquerque.  They  have  seats  waiting  for  them  in  the  arena,  there  at  the 
Gathering  of  Nations. 

Sometimes  when  he  talks  he  talks  about  his  life  at  home  near  Carson  City, 
where  he  comes  from  and  that  many  of  the  people  he  knew  are  gone  from 
there  now.  When  he  goes  home  is  a stranger  and  in  some  ways  it  is  not 
home  anymore.  He  has  worked  and  travelled  many  places  and  he  calls  Utah 
his  home  now.  He  will  be  kicking  back  and  retiring  next  year  and  told  me 
that  he  will  stay  where  he  is  at,  as  his  children  know  the  place  and  that 
is  their  home  now.  Home  is  where  you  find  it,  sometimes  it  is  with  the 
old  ones,  sometimes  the  rez,  and  sometimes  where  your  children  are. 

Sam,  how  do  like  going  to  Albuquerque?  He  looked  at  me  and  got  wistful. 
His  gray  eyes  lit  up  and  he  said,  it  makes  me  feel  at  home.  I get  to  see 
some  friends,  maybe  family,  maybe  folks  from  home,  and  then  those  other 
Indians  I have  gotten  to  know  over  the  years.  I like  to  go  and  see  them. 

It  is  nice  to  see  so  many  Indians  in  one  place. 

Isn't  it  too  crowded.  He  smiled  and  said.  No,  you  just  have  to  get  there 
early,  and  when  you  get  a seat,  you  don't  leave  it.  You  bring  your  cooler, 
food  and  stuff  you  need  for  the  duration.  It  is  like  camping  out.  My  wife 
takes  extra  beads,  needles,  scarves  and  shawls  to  share  with  those  that 
need  it.  We  get  to  visit  and  I look  forward  to  it,  so  I am  ready  to  go. 

Sammaripa,  that  is  his  name.  He  will  be  there  dancing  and  his  wife  in 
her  traditional  buckskin.  They  are  good  people  and  you  can  see  the 
excitement  in  their  eyes.  I can  see  Sam  slowly  going  across  the  parking 
lot,  twisting  and  turning,  dipping  and  moving  as  if  performing  a 
pantomine,  but  he  is  just  practicing  for  those  few  days  where  he  will 
gather  by  the  Rio  Grande  with  his  friends  and  dance,  and  visit  and  feel 
renewed  again .... 
rustywire 

http: //www. geocities . com/ rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  Winged  Lessons"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Apr  2000  23:01:35  -0400 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Sub j : Winged  Lessons 

Winged  Lessons 

In  the  midst  of  misty  Moonlight 
on  this  gentle  first  Spring  night 
I watch  with  quiet  reverence 
as  the  Winged_Ones  take  flight 

A gathering  of  Nations 
with  many  colors  bright 
fly  swiftly  through  the  fog 
of  this  most  Sacred  flight 

Where  Winged_Ones  have  gathered 
before  the  Moon's  new  light 
to  gather  in  the  shadows 


in  prayer  before  their  flight 


In  awe  and  wonder  watching 
how  simple  the  design 
and  wondering  what  happen 
to  us  the  human  kind 

The  void  of  human  suffering 
the  malice  and  the  greed 
the  fighting  and  the  anger 
have  taken  hold  it  seems 

Where  did  we  lose  the  lesson 
the  Grandfathers  held  dear 
how  have  we  all  forgotten 
the  Wisdom  of  their  years 

My  Heart  in  desolation 
watches  the  eerie  flight 
of  Winged_ones  in  motion 
far  through  the  starry  night 

Would  we  but  sit  and  listen 
and  hear  our  Mother's  call 
there  would  be  truly  freedom 
and  companion  for  us  all 

But  lessons  of  The  Old  Ones 
on  deaf  ears  seem  to  fall 
we  do  not  stand  together 
so  we're  destined  now  to  fall 

Would  that  all  could  hear  me 
this  quiet  starry  night 
would  all  could  stop  and  hearten 
to  this  most  Sacred  flight 

Where  one  and  all  together 
regardless  of  the  breed 
will  fly  in  quiet  unison 
and  wake  within  the  Dream 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

<><><><> 

"A  Nation  is  not  conquered  until  the  hearts  of  its  women  are  on  the 
ground. Then  it  is  done,  no  matter  how  brave  its  warriors  or  how  strong 
its  weapons." 

Cheyenne 

<><><><> 

Support  the  Oyate 

http: //members .tripod. com/Gras sRootsOyate/ 

<><><><> 

Dust  two  clicks  feeds  the  worlds  children  every  day.... how  can  you  not? 
http: //www. thehunger site . com/ 

<><><><> 

Vanishing  Prayer ....  see  the  video  then  help  the  Dineh  Do  what  YOUR  Heart 
tells  you  to  http://www.freespeech.org/senaa/ 

<><><><> 

"To  hear  the  Eagle  cry 
circling  overhead 
Remember  to  be 

as  thankful  for  the  struggle 
as  for  the  dream" 

Crys  The  Tears 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Apr  2000  07:00:53  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  7-13 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

7 

Feel  the  winds  blowing  through  you,  cleansing  your  spirit  of 
all  sorrow. 

8 

The  joyous  heart  has  as  many  blessings  as  the  stars  in  the 
sky,  na  hoku. 

9 

Give  me  the  wings  of  a bird,  and  I will  possess  all  the 
world ! 

10 

My  heart  leaps  with  the  dolphins  in  the  incredible  blue  of 
the  ocean. 

11 

Sing  to  me  a song  of  beginnings  in  this  land  of  many 
rainbows ! 

12 

Never  be  content  with  what  is  --  always  seek  to  realize  what 
might  be. 

13 

Never  close  your  mind  to  possibilities. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  30  April  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


May  6 - 7 

Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and  Festival 
RIDE:  From  Ft.  Toulouse  to  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Riding  historic  Mitchell  Trace 
HOST  GOURD  SOCIETY:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
FESTIVAL:  Big  Spring  Park  Tuscumbia,  AL 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361, 

or  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:46  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : UP-COMING  POW  WOWS  MIDWEST 

May  5,6,7- 

The  Two  Great  Rivers  Pow  Wow,  Saline  County  Fiargrounds,  Harrisburg,  IL 
CONTEST  PRIZES,  for  info  contact  Don  White  (Seneca) 

(618)  273-8042 


May  12,13  & 14--- 
Vandalia  PowWow,  Vandaia,  IL 


May  27  & 28th 

Memorial  Day  PowWow  (competition)  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC  --  Contact-  Mary  Dumper  888-291-0632  or 
828-497-2952 
Mailing  address- 

Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians 
attn:  Mary  A.  Dumper,  dir. 
p.o.box  455, 

Cherokee,  NC  28719 


MAY  20TH 

20th  annual  Title  IX  Traditional  PowWow-  "Honoring  our 

Graduates  & Families"  Hoyt  Park  - 3802  Regent  St,  MADISON,  WISCONSIN... 

for  more  info-  (608)  261-4614  or  email  jtheobald@madison . kl2  .wi . us 


MAY  27-28 

CARLISLE  INDIAN  SCHOOL  POW  WOW 

(email  me  for  more  info  on  this  one,  as  I have  long  info  on  this  one) 
N.  Scott  Momaday  is  guest  speaker  for  this  pow  wow  & also  contest 
dancing  (Carlisle,  PA) 


DUNE  16,17,18 
MATTOON,  IL 

7th  annual  Kaskaskia  River  Dancer  Pow  Wow  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL 
$11,500  contest  money,  for  trader  set  up  or  info  contact  Pat  Gaines 
1-800-500-4599 


I also  have  info  on  pow  wow  coming  up  in  Pablo, Montana  - May  20th 

Haskell  Pow  Wow  will  be  may  12-14 also  one  may  5-7rth  at  New  Bern, 

NC 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:51:59  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Haskell  Powwow 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS  is  having  their  annual 
powwow  May  12  thru  May  14,  2000.  If  anyone  is  interested  please  call 
or  email  me  for  more  information.  (785)  749-8485 


Date:  Wed,  26  Apr  2000  23:06:38  -0700 
From:  Pam  Creasy  <pcreasy@U .WASHINGTON . EDU> 

Sub j : Seattle:  UW  Spring  PowWow 

The  2000  UW  Annual  Spring  Powwow  is  May  12,  13,  and  14th  at  the  old 
Sandpoint  Naval  Base/Magnusen  Beach  Park. 

Program  and  map  are  available  http://students.washington.edu/fnuw/ 


Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  23:54:51  EDT 
From:  miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : Onyota:aka  Ka'nikuhliyo  - People  of  the  Standing  Stone 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  4/12/2 000  1:25:44  PM  EST 

From:  <A  HREF="mailto: Kanentiio">Kanentiio</A> 

Onyota:aka  Ka'nikuhliyo 
People  of  the  Standing  Stone 
Iroquois  Social  Dance  & Pot  Luck  Dinner 
May  13/2000 


5:00  pm 

Oneida  Castle  Village  Hall 

Intersection  of  NYS  Route  365  and  NYS  Route  5 
Oneida  Iroquois  Territory 
Oneida  Castle,  NY 

"A  celebration  of  Iroquois  music  and  dance" 
Open  to  All 

Singing  groups  welcome! 

For  more  information  call: 

315-363-2304 


Date:  Mon,  10  Apr  2000  11:18:14  -0400 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : SEMINAR:  The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Montreal,  5.29-31.00 
Hi  Gary, 

I got  this  from  the  H-Amindian  listserv.  Thought  some  folks  on  WI  might 
be  interested.  Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie 

-  - FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  19:30:00  -0700 

From:  "H-AMINDIAN  (3.  Wendel  Cox)"  <amind@h-net2 . msu . edu> 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

ADVANCED  STUDY  INSTITUTE 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

May  29  - 31,  2000 

Institute  of  Community  & Family  Psychiatry 
4333  Cite  Ste  Catherine  Road,  Montreal,  H3T  1E4 

Around  the  world,  indigenous  peoples  have  experienced  rapid  culture  change, 
marginalization  and  absorption  into  a global  economy  with  little  regard  for 
their  autonomy.  Cultural  discontinuity  has  been  linked  to  high  rates  of 
depression,  alcoholism,  suicide,  and  violence  in  many  communities,  with  the 
most  dramatic  impact  on  youth.  Despite  these  challenges,  many  communities 
have  done  well.  This  meeting  will  bring  together  experts  from  Canada  and 
other  countries  to  discuss  the  value  of  the  perspectives  of  social  and 
cultural  psychiatry  for  understanding  the  factors  that  promote  mental  health 
or  lead  to  psychological  distress  in  indigenous  populations  and  communities. 

This  three  day  seminar  will  be  of  interest  to  researchers,  health 
professionals  and  planners  engaged  in  mental  health  promotion  and 
intervention  for  First  Nations  and  Inuit  communities  of  Canada  and  other 
indigenous  peoples.  An  international  faculty  will  address  a wide  range  of 
issues  including: 

- social  origins  of  and  responses  to  distress 

- transformations  of  identity  and  community 

- models  for  collaborative  research,  mental  health  services  & health 
promotion 

Guest  Faculty  to  Include: 

+ Naomi  Adelson,  Ph.D.  York  University,  author  of  Being  Alive  Well:  Health 
and  the  Politics  of  Cree  Well-Being. 

+ Louis-lacques  Dorais,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Laval,  Editor-in-chief  of 
Etudes/Inuit/Studies,  author  of  Quaqtaq:  Modernity  and  Identity  in  an 
Inuit  Community. 

+ Ernest  Hunter,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Public  Health,  University  of 
Queensland . 

+ Joseph  Kaufert,  Ph.D.  Depts.  of  Community  Health  Sciences  & Anthropology, 
University  of  Manitoba. 

+ lane  McKendrick,  M.D.  Director,  Resource  Unit  for  Indigenous  Mental 
Health  Education  & Research,  University  of  Melbourne. 

+ John  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Director,  Northern  Health  Unit, 

University  of  Manitoba. 

+ Theresa  D.  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Oregon,  author  of  Disciplined 
Hearts:  History,  Identity,  and  Depression  in  an  American  Indian 
Community. 


+ Gail  Guthrie  Valaskakis,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research,  Aboriginal  Healing 
Foundation,  Ottawa. 

+ lames  B.  Waldram,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Native  Studies,  University  of 
Saskatchewan,  author  of  The  Way  of  the  Pipe:  Aboriginal  Spirituality  and 
Symbolic  Healing  in  Canadian  Prisons,  and  Aboriginal  Health  in  Canada: 
Historical,  Cultural  and  Epidemiological  Perspectives. 

+ Cornelia  Wieman,  M.D.,  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McMaster  University, 

Chair  of  the  Native  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Canadian  Psychiatric 
Association . 

+ T.  Kue  Young,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Dept.  Community  Health 
Sciences,  University  of  Manitoba,  author  The  Health  of  Native  Americans: 
Towards  a Biocultural  Epidemiology;  The  Circumpolar  Inuit:  Health  of  a 
Population  in  Transition. 

To  Register:  complete  this  form  and  enclose  a current  curriculum  vitae  and  a 
check  for  the  course  fee  of  $200  ($100  for  full-time  students  with  proof  of 
status)  made  out  to:  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McGill  University  and  mail 
to:  Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry,  1033  Pine  Ave.  West, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  H3A  1A1.  (For  info:  514-398-7302;  Fax:  514-398-4370) 

Name: 


Title/Affiliation : 


Address : 


Tel: Fax: 

E-mail: 


Status  (check  one)  Full-time  student/ 

Health  Professional/ Academic/ Researcher 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

Advanced  Study  Institute 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

SCHEDULE 

Monday,  May  29  * Social  Origins  of  Distress 

9:00-9:30  Opening  Address  * Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

9:30-10:00  Colonization,  Marginalization  & Technocratic  Control  * 

Laurence  1.  Kirmayer 

10:00-10:45  "S<caron>the  deep  sleep  of  forgetfulness":  Reflecting  on 
Disremembering  * Ernest  Hunter 
10:45-11:00  Break 

11:00-11:30  Effects  of  Organized  Violence  on  the  Quechua  of  the 
Peruvian  Andes  - Duncan  Pedersen 

11:30-12:15  The  Legacy  of  the  "Stolen  Generations"  * lane  McKendrick 
12:15-1:00  Discussion  * T.  Kue  Young,  Gail  Valaskakis 

Tuesday,  May  30  * Individual  and  Collective  Responses  to  Suffering 
9:00-9:45  Suicide  among  Australian  Aboriginals  * Ernest  Hunter 
9:45-10:15  Aboriginal  Identity  & the  Construction  of  Fetal  Alcohol 
Syndrome  * Caroline  Tait 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  Lakota  Psychology  in  Colonial  Context  * Theresa  O'Neil 
11:15-12:00  Discussion  * Laurence  Kirmayer,  Allan  Young 
Transformations  of  Identity  & Community 

1:30-2:00  Healing  the  "Aboriginal"  Offender:  Identity  Construction 
Through  Therapeutic  Practice  * Gregory  Brass 

2:00-2:45  "Culture"  in  Cross-cultural  Counselling  * lames  Waldram 
2:45-3:00  Break 

3:00-3:30  Towards  a Recuperation  of  Souls  & Bodies:  Community  Healing  & 
the  Interplay  of  Faith  & History  * Naomi  Adelson 

3:30-4:00  Negotiating  Health:  Meanings  of  "Building  a Healthy  Community" 
in  Igloolik  * Kristiann  Allen 


4:00-5:00  Discussion  * Louis-lacques  Dorais,  Kristin  Norget 


Wednesday,  May  31  * Models  for  Collaborative  Research  & Mental  Health 
Services 

9:00-9:45  Working  in  Partnership:  Innovative  Collaborative  Research 
Between  Aboriginal  Communities  and  an  Academic  Unit  * lane  McKendrick 
9:45-10:15  Ethical  Issues  in  Language  Interpretation  for  Aboriginal 
People  in  Mental  Health  Care  * loseph  Kaufert 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  A First  Nations  Mental  Health  Clinic  * Cornelia  Wieman 

11:15-12:00  Discussion:  lohn  OlNeil,  loseph  Couture 

12:00-12:30  Closing  *Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

Laurence  1.  Kirmayer,  MD 

Professor  & Director 

Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry 

McGill  University 

Editor-in-Chief 

Transcultural  Psychiatry 

1033  Pine  Ave.  West 

Montreal,  Quebec  H3A  1A1 

TEL:  514-398-7302 

FAX:  514-398-4370 


++++  Visit  our  web  page  at  www.mcgill.ca/psychiatry/transcultural 
Gregory  M.  Brass 

Coordinator,  Native  Mental  Health  Research  Team 

Culture  and  Mental  Health  Research  Unit 

Sir  Mortimer  B.  Davis  - lewish  General  Hospital 

4333  Cote  Ste-Catherine  Rd 

Montreal  Quebec  H3T  1E14 

514  340-8222  x 5246 

Fax  340-7503 


E-mail:  mice@musica.mcgill.ca 
E-mail:  Saulteaux@hotmail.com 

www.mcgill . ca/ psychiatry /transcultural /native. html 


Deborah  A.  Richards 
Manuscript  Processor 
Schlesinger  Library 

Radcliffe  Institute  for  Advanced  Study 
10  Garden  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

617-495-8647 

richards@radcliffe.edu 

http: //www. radcliffe.edu/schles 


Date:  Sun,  09  Ian  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 


Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 
Barbara 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 


style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Harnie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 

Registration  or  Abstract 

Professor  LaMay 

English  Department 

Chaffey  College 

5885  Haven  Avenue 

Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 

Phone:  909-941-2162 

Fax:  909-941-2783 

E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 


++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 
Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 


Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 


August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Johnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Judy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call  to 
confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

April 

27- 29  Annual  Talihina  Indian  Festival,  Talihina  OK.  Call  1-918-567-25309. 

28- 29  Gathering  of  Nations  Pow-wow  Albuquerque,  NM.  For  more  information, 
call  505-836-2810. 

28-30  2nd  Annual  United  Cherokee  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Location:  National 
Guard  Armory  Guntersville,  Alabama.  Directions:  From  US  Flwy  431  in 
Guntersville  (at  the  Holiday  Inn)  take  AL  Hwy  79  South  .7/10ths  mile  to 
Cherokee  Elementary  School.  Turn  right  on  Willow  Beach  Rd.  Turn  Left  on 
Creek  Path  Rd.  to  Pow-wow.  Over  $7,000.00  in  Dance  Competition  Prize  Money! 
Admission:  Adults  $5.00,  Children  (under  12)  $3.00.  For  more  information, 
contact  Gina  Williamson  at  5005  Elizabeth  Street,  Guntersville, AL 
35976.  Phone  256-582-0114. 

29  Graduation  Honor  Pow-wow  for  Paul  Daw  and  Lena  Nells,  at  Tahlequah 
Community  Building,  Tahlequah,  OK.  2 pm  Gourd  dancing,  430  supper,  730  grand 
entry.  All  drums,  dnacers  and  vendors  are  welcome.  Call  918-458-6384. 


Date:  Tue,  9 Nov  1999  18:10:31  EST 

From:  Wanige@aol.com 

Sub j : Special  Events  announcement 

Special  Announcements  of  Upcoming  Events 
of  interest  to  Native  Americans 

May  5-7,  2000:  East  Tennessee  Indian  League's  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow 
Wow,  at  the  Farmer's  Market  in  Knoxville,  TN.  (Take  Exit  8 off  of  1-640)  Head 
Man:  Lowery  Begay;  Head  Lady:  3o  Anne  Steele;  MC:  3o3o  Rice;  Arena  Director: 
Josh  Squirrel;  Senior  Princess:  Kikki  StandingDeer;  Junior  Princess:  Shenelle 
Feather;  Host  Drum:  Cedartree  Singers;  There  will  be  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop,  & 

Tipi  Competitions,  with  over  $7,000.00  in  prizes  to  be  awarded.  Free  onsite 
camping,  with  showers!  Advance  ticket  prices:  $2.00  adult/$1.00  students. 

Gate  prices:  $4.00  adult/$2.00  students.  (Pre-K  & under  are  free.)  Advance 
ticket  sales  end  April  30th.  In  the  event  of  rain,  dancing  & vendors  will  be 
set  up  under  a roof.  Craft  Vendors  may  contact  Martha  at  rlspi@icx.net  or 
call  (423)  687-9675;  Food  Vendors  may  contact  Tim  at  TWDBear@aol.com  or  call 
(423)  475-9286;  For  info  on  the  Arena,  call  Vickie  at  (423)  609-7019.  For 
info  on  Family  Day  (Friday),  or  to  book  school  groups  or  youth  groups, 
contact  Carol  at  (423)  995-9933;  For  further  information,  call  (423)  579-1384 
or  contact  jrouam@lock-net.com  or  visit  the  website  at 


http://www.wisdomkeepers.org/etil/. 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

IULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Justin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 


????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Tim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 


MANITOBA 


Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I've  got  so  far. . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~Lower  South~ 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 

~Alabama~ 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County  Fairgrounds 
Anniston.  Student  Days:  Weds.-Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow  wow  times:  Fri., 
5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12  noon  Sunday. 

HD:  TBA;  HM:  Anthony  Waters;  HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native  American  Honor 
Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker.  This  is  a 
non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  drums  & 
dancers . 

Info:Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail:  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com. 

May  6-7:  Russell  Cave  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport.  Times:  Sat.,  10am-4pm;  Sun.,  9am-3pm.  No  admission 
charge.  Info:  David  Walker  (256)  495-2677. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in  Wetumpka  at 
7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon  their  removal 
to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing,  McFarland  Park  in 
Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in  Tuscumbia. 

Gourd  Dance  Saturday/Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911, 
or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around 
a native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged. 

Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe  (256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head.  Head  staff  & entertainment  TBA.  On-site 
camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission  charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail:  ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Note:  for  further  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau 
of  Tourism  & Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927,  or  call 


1-800-ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  the  state's  pow  wows  & information  on 
Alabama's  seven  state-recognized  Indian  Tribes,  contact  the  Alabama  Indian 
Affairs  Commission,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104,  or 
call  (334)  242-2831. 


TENNESSEE 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM : Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 
camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Floop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7019,  or  e-mail:  lrouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  2000  21:43:15  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub  j : Spring  & Summer  Events  Update 

Native  American  Festivals 

~The  following  is  a list  of  Late  Spring/Early  Summer  events  that  I omitted 
from  earlier  postings^ 

May  5-7:  Craven  County  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Craven  Co.  Fairground,  New  Bern, 
NC.  FID:  Estayapi  Wambli;  MC:  lohn  Blackfeather  lefferies;  HM : Cody  lacobs; 
HL:  Dawn  lones;  AD:  Tyrone  Grayhorse.  Info:  Deborah  Wayne  (252)  244-0357  or 
Ruth  Grayhorse  (910)  424-3437. 

Dune  16-18:  The  lames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  lacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 


Date:  Fri,  21  Apr  2000  22:03:35  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : More  Spring  & Summer  Updates 

May  5-7:  Two  Great  Rivers  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Saline  County  Fairgrounds, 
Harrisburg,  IL.  Sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Society  of  Southern 
Illinois.  Info:  (618)  273-8042. 

May  5-7:  First  Annual  Carter  County  Benefit  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Old  Machinery 
Grounds,  about  3 miles  south  of  Grayson,  KY,  on  State  Route  7.  Entry  fee  is 
$2.00  plus  a can  of  food.  Proceeds  will  benefit  Appalachian  Mountain 
Outreach.  HD:  Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum;  HM:  Doug 
Nasief;  HL:  TBA;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  HV:  Mark  McConnell;  AD:  Bob  Parkins. 
Info:  (606)  926-1783  or  hart@atcc.net  or  hart@usa.net. 


May  5-7:  First  Annual  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Florida 


Fairgrounds,  Tallahassee,  FL.  Sponsored  by  the  Red  Nations  Intertribal 
Council.  Info:  (850)  561-6266  or  (850)  656-9155.  Website: 
www . home . att . net/~rednations . 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville,  TN.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee  Indian  League,  this 
event  features  over  $9,500.00  in  prize  money,  with  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop  Dance  & 
Tipi  competitions.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Eastern  Cherokee);  HL:  Kim 
Bottchenbaugh  (Eastern  Cherokee);  AD:  Will  Laney  (Eastern  Cherokee);  MC: 

Hollo  Rice  (Sauk).  Contacts:  Martha  (Craft  Vendors)  (423)  687-9675  or 
rlspi@icx.net;  Tim  (Food  Vendors)  twdbear@aol.com.  Free  parking,  camping  & 
showers  on  site.  All  dancers,  drums  & tipi  owners  welcome.  Admission:  $4.00 
- adults,  $2.00  - students  K-12,  5 & under  - free.  Info:  Vickie  (423) 
579-1384  or  jrouam@lock-net.com. 

May  6:  Meherrin  Spring  Festival,  at  the  Tribal  Grounds,  Winton,  NC.  Info: 
Denise  or  Terry  Hall  (252)  332-6992. 

May  6-7:  Frisco  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Frisco  Native  American  Museum  & 
Natural  History  Center,  Frisco,  NC.  Info:  Dare  County  Tourist  Bureau  (800) 
446-6262.  Website:  www.nativeamericanmuseum.org. 

May  6-7:  Metrolina  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow,  at  the  site  of  the 
Old  Fireman's  Hall,  2601A  East  7th  Street,  Charlotte,  NC.  Info:  Letha  Dial 
(M-F/8-5)  (704)  522-6311. 

May  12-14:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  Tomahawk  Park,  Copley,  WV. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  AAIWV  Children's  Fund  and  the  AAIWV  Food  Bank. 
Admission:  adults  - $2.00  plus  1 non-perishable  canned  good;  children  (13  & 
under)  - 1 non-perishable  canned  good.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Bonnie  Red 
Basket;  MC:  Tony  Dennings  & Dim  Stewart  Many  Hands;  AD:  Frank  Two  Horse;  HD: 
Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drums:  Our  Brothers  Drum  & Mystic  Lake  Singers. 
Other  drums  are  welcome.  Contacts:  Sandy  Murano  (Vendors)  (304)  349-2088  or 
lrobin@ruralnet.org;  Mel  Charlton  (Drums)  (304)  683-3647  or 
charlton@cwv.net;  Zina  Turner  (Volunteers)  (304)  926-8894  or 
turtlbear@aol . com;  Peggy  Coulter  (General  Info)  (304)  563-6113  or 
tritr4@prodigy . net . 

May  19-20:  Claremore  Pow  Wow,  Will  Rogers  Downs  Racetrack  Facility,  east  of 
Claremore,  OK.  Info:  Info:  (918)  341-6420. 

May  19-21:  Midlands  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  South  Carolina  State 
Fairgrounds  at  Abernathy  Arena,  Columbia,  SC.  Sponsored  by  the  Midlands 
Intertribal  Empowerment  Group.  MC:  Dim  Ross;  HM:  Archie  Hoffman;  HL:  Yvonne 
Fletcher;  HGD:  Herschel  Kaulhity;  HD:  Millard  Clark  & the  Southern  Singers; 
ST:  Dr.  Will  M.  Goins;  Hoop  Dancer:  Daniel  Tramper;  WS:  Southern  Warriors 
Society.  Gourd  Dancing  on  Saturday  & Sunday.  GO:  Friday,  4pm;  Saturday  10am; 
Sunday,  11am.  GE:  Friday,  7pm;  Saturday,  1pm  & 6pm;  Sunday,  1pm.  Info: 

Curtis  Boone,  PO  Box  7512,  Columbia,  SC  29202  or  (803)  254-9442.  Website: 
www . powwows . com/mieg . 

May  19-21:  Tunica-Biloxi  Pow  Wow,  Marksville,  LA.  Guest  entertainers 
include:  Doanne  Shenandoah,  Hawk,  and  Dackie  Crow.  There  will  also  be  an 
Archery  Contest  (Traditional  Longbow  & Recurve).  Info:  (800)  946-1946,  ext. 
2036. 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  Damie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 


May  26-28:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  at  Lions  Club  Park,  Hwy. 

160  East,  Alton,  MO. 

Sponsored  by  Lost  Cherokees  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  Lions  Club  of  Alton,  and 
the  Missouri  Humanities  of  Art.  Special  Guest:  actor  Larry  Sellers  (Cloud 
Dancing).  $2,000.00  cash  drawing  on  Saturday  night  (must  be  present  to  win). 
HSD:  Soldier  Creek  Singers;  MC:  Orville  Kirk;  AD:  Dim  Vinyard;  HM:  Dim 
Peters;  HL:  Shelly  Allen;  HGD:  Stanley  Dohn  "Redshirt";  Head  Boy:  Ben  Bear; 
Head  Girl:  Mary  Katharine  Bear;  Princess:  Mary  Bighorse  Dr.  Admission:  $6.00 
- adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12  & seniors  over  60;  children  under  3 & 
Scouts  in  uniform  admitted  free..  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm  - 10pm;  Saturday, 
11am  - 10pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 6pm.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 

May  27-28:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3028  or  (888)  291-0632. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www. redearth . org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  10-11:  Cullman  County  Indian  Festival,  at  Smith  Lake  Park,  Cullman,  AL. 
Sponsored  by  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  -6pm;  Sunday 
10am  -5pm.  MC:  Richard  White  Wolf  Pyle;  HD:  White  Horse  Singers;  FP:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  Also  featuring:  Steve  Edges  of  the  American  Indian  Museum,  Bankhead 
National  Forest  archaeologist  Dean  Allen,  and  Dave  White  Wolf  Trezak.  Camp 
sites  available.  Info:  Billy  Shaw,  8251  Co.  Road  310,  Cullman,  AL  35057  or 
(256)  737-9163. 

Dune  10-11:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  Blevins  Field,  Delbarton,  WV.  Sponsored 
by  the  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  & the  City  of 
Delbarton.  Free  admission.  Camping  available.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL: 

Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw;  HD:  Mother 
Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  GE:  noon  on  Saturday;  1pm  on 
Sunday.  Vendor  info:  applel0@aol.com;  General  info:  wkngbear@cwv.net. 

Dune  16-17:  Union  Grove  Pow  Wow,  Van  Hoy  Family  Campgrounds,  Union  Grove, 

NC.  Info:  Tim  Deane  (423)  932-0908. 


Date:  Sun,  23  Apr  2000  16:31:50  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : More  Events  Updates 

May  5-7:  Craven  County  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Craven  Co.  Fairground,  New  Bern, 
NC.  HD:  Estayapi  Wambli;  MC:  Dohn  Blackfeather  Defferies;  HM:  Cody  Dacobs; 
HL:  Dawn  Dones;  AD:  Tyrone  Grayhorse.  Info:  Deborah  Wayne  (252)  244-0357  or 
Ruth  Grayhorse  (910)  424-3437. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia,  AL.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in 
Wetumpka  at  7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon 
their  removal  to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing, 
McFarland  Park  in  Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in 
Gourd  Dance:  Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Tuscumbia.  Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax: 
773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  7:  Gathering  of  the  People,  at  Gene  Bagwell's  place  in  the  Bankhead 
National  Forest,  in  northwest  AL.  Covered  dish  luncheon  about  1:00pm, 

Sunday.  Everyone  welcome.  You  may  come  on  Saturday  & camp  out.  Info:  (256) 
292-3584. 


May  12-14:  Healing  Arts  Festival,  Red  Boiling  Springs,  TN.  This  event 
features  practicioners  of  Native  American  and  other  Alternative  Healing 
methods.  There  will  be  lectures,  food  & entertainment;  time  for  learning, 
sharing  & socializing;  lots  of  plants  for  sale  <in  time  for  Spring 
planting>,  and  vendors  selling  their  wares.  Info:  (615)  666-7210. 

May  12-14:  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  Withlacoochee  River  Park,  Dade  City,  FL 
AD:  Don  Aripeka  Dones;  WS:  Creek  Nation  Color  Guard;  HSD:  Lords  of  the 
Plains.  General  admission:  $2.00.  Children  12  & under,  admitted  free.  GO: 
9am  each  day.  GC:  10pm  on  Friday  & Saturday;  5pm  on  Sunday.  Info:  Mittie 
Wood  (352)  583-3388,  Sharon  Thomas  (352)  521-3012,  or  Withlacoochee  River 
Park  (352)  567-0264. 

May  12-14:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  Tomahawk  Park,  Copley,  WV. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  AAIWV  Children's  Fund  and  the  AAIWV  Food  Bank. 
Admission:  adults  - $2.00  plus  1 non-perishable  canned  good;  children  (13  & 
under)  - 1 non-perishable  canned  good.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Bonnie  Red 
Basket;  MC:  Tony  Dennings  & Dim  Stewart  Many  Hands;  AD:  Frank  Two  Horse;  HD 
Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drums:  Our  Brothers  Drum  & Mystic  Lake  Singers. 
Other  drums  are  welcome.  Contacts:  Sandy  Murano  (Vendors)  (304)  349-2088  or 
lrobin@ruralnet . org;  Mel  Charlton  (Drums)  (304)  683-3647  or 
charlton@cwv.net;  Zina  Turner  (Volunteers)  (304)  926-8894  or 
turtlbear@aol.com;  Peggy  Coulter  (General  Info)  (304)  563-6113  or 
tritr4@prodigy . net . 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab,  AL.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around  a 
native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged.  Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe 
(256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf;  HL:  Barbara 
Hull;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  On-site  camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission 
charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail: 
ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

May  19-20:  Claremore  Pow  Wow,  Will  Rogers  Downs  Racetrack  Facility,  east  of 
Claremore,  OK.  Info:  Info:  (918)  341-6420. 

May  19-21:  Midlands  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  South  Carolina  State 
Fairgrounds  at  Abernathy  Arena,  Columbia,  SC.  Sponsored  by  the  Midlands 
Intertribal  Empowerment  Group.  MC:  Dim  Ross;  HM:  Archie  Hoffman;  HL:  Yvonne 
Fletcher;  HGD:  Herschel  Kaulhity;  HD:  Millard  Clark  & the  Southern  Singers; 
ST:  Dr.  Will  M.  Goins;  Hoop  Dancer:  Daniel  Tramper;  WS:  Southern  Warriors 
Society.  Gourd  Dancing  on  Saturday  & Sunday.  GO:  Friday,  4pm;  Saturday  10am 
Sunday,  11am.  GE:  Friday,  7pm;  Saturday,  1pm  & 6pm;  Sunday,  1pm.  Info: 
Curtis  Boone,  PO  Box  7512,  Columbia,  SC  29202  or  (803)  254-9442.  Website: 
www . powwows . com/ mieg . 

May  19-21:  Tunica-Biloxi  Pow  Wow,  Marksville,  LA.  Guest  entertainers 
include:  Doanne  Shenandoah,  Hawk,  and  Dackie  Crow.  There  will  also  be  an 
Archery  Contest  (Traditional  Longbow  & Recurve).  Info:  (800)  946-1946,  ext. 
2036. 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  Damie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 

May  26-28:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  at  Lions  Club  Park,  Hwy. 


160  East,  Alton,  MO. 

Sponsored  by  Lost  Cherokees  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  Lions  Club  of  Alton,  and 
the  Missouri  Humanities  of  Art.  Special  Guest:  actor  Larry  Sellers  (Cloud 
Dancing).  $2,000.00  cash  drawing  on  Saturday  night  (must  be  present  to  win). 
HSD:  Soldier  Creek  Singers;  MC:  Orville  Kirk;  AD:  Dim  Vinyard;  HM:  Dim 
Peters;  HL:  Shelly  Allen;  HGD:  Stanley  Dohn  "Redshirt";  Head  Boy:  Ben  Bear; 
Head  Girl:  Mary  Katharine  Bear;  Princess:  Mary  Bighorse  Dr.  Admission:  $6.00 
- adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12  & seniors  over  60;  children  under  3 & 
Scouts  in  uniform  admitted  free..  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm  - 10pm;  Saturday, 
11am  - 10pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 6pm.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 

May  27-28:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3028  or  (888)  291-0632. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www.redearth.org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 

/v> 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  For  more  pow  wow  listings,  check  out 
Wanige's  Pow  Wows  & Events,  at 

http://members.aol.com/_ht_a/txrose8019myhomepage/collection.html.  This  is  a 
site  maintained  by  a friend  of  mine  who  took  my  listings  of  Southeastern 
Events  and  added  other  listings  from  across  the  nation.  This  friend  also 
publishes  the  Blue  Eagle  News,  a Native  American  online  newsletter.  You  can 
subscribe  to  this  newsletter  by  sending  a request  to  TxRose8019@aol.com. 

Another  online  newsletter  I can  recommend  is  Wotanging  Ikche,  which  is 
available  by  sending  your  subscription  request  to  gars@netcom.com.  Both  of 
these  newsletters  carry  my  pow  wow  & events  listings,  as  well  as  those 
contributed  by  others. 

Please  note:  These  events  listings  are  sent  out  on  request  to  interested 
parties.  Anyone  wishing  to  subsrcibe  or  unsubsrcibe  should  send  their 
request  to  Wanigel@hotmail.com.  You  may  also  send  event  announcements  & 
corrections  to  these  addresses.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  these 
listings  with  your  friends. 


-//--//--//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Uncle  Dake  via  Robert  Dorman,  Martha  E Ture,  Save  Ward  Valley,  Wild  Horse, 
Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Danet  Smith,  Buffalo  Field  Campaign, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Harvey  Arden,  Scott  Tippetts, 


John  Rustywire,  Dreamwalker , Debbie  Sanders,  Gary  Smith 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:48:35  2000 
Date:  Tue,  9 May  2000  20:33:13  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.020 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  Law  & Politice  Book  Review, 
Triballaw,  & NatFilm  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http://indiancountry.com/ articles/lifeways-2000-5-3-3 . shtml 
http: //www. las vegas sun . com/ s unbin/ st or ies/text/ 2000/a pr/26/ 5101807 56. html 
http://www.callaw.com/opinions/may/9835831 . html 
http: //www. a z star net . com/ pub lie /dnews/000430col lege. html 
http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/local/html98/trah_19991128. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 


I'm  working  for  the  Creation. 

I refuse  to  take  part  in  its  destruction 
_ Leon  Shanandoah,  Iroquois 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

l I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 


! Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

I Dourney  [ 

t The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  j 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

i I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 


plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  past  weekend  we  were  returning  from  Tuscumbia,  A1  where  we  had 
participated  in  the  Creek  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  and 
Festival.  Good  event,  by-the-way.  It  isn't  another  Waterloo  Trail  of 
Tears  Ride,  yet,  but  has  the  right  feel  it  could  go  that  way.  Good  Gourd 
and  Intertribal  dancing. 

The  good  feelings  crumbled  beneath  us  we  suffered  double  blowouts  in  a 
short  period  of  time.  None  of  the  road  emergency  calls  resulted  in 
anything  we  could  live  with.  The  situation  had  "stranded"  written  all 
over  it. 

A total  stranger  stopped  and  offered  us  his  spare.  It  didn't  fit,  but 
he  recalled  a service  that  was  open  not  too  far  away.  Soon  a wrecker  was 
dispatched  with  replacement  tires. 

In  the  meantime  friends,  who  had  left  Tuscumbia  after  us,  stopped  and 
refused  to  leave  until  they  were  sure  we  were  safe  and  getting  our  problem 
resolved.  That  meant  sitting  in  the  boonies  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
for  a bit  over  an  hour. 

I was  reminded  of  something  comedian  Charlie  Hill  once  said.  He  was 
ripping  the  non-Natives  in  the  audience;  and  said,  "Go  up  to  a white  guy 
and  ask  him  for  a cigarette.  If  he  has  a half  pack  left  he'll  tell  you 
he's  down  to  his  last  few... go  up  to  a skin  sucking  on  his  last  butt  and 
ask  him  if  he  has  one  he'll  tell  you  that's  his  last,  but  you're  welcome 
to  a drag  or  two . " 

I also  remembered  Bill  Medeiros  emceeing  a Georgia  event  talking  about 
how  he  had  needed  to  get  somewhere.  One  of  the  dancers  drove  through  the 
night  to  get  him  there,  then  turned  around  and  headed  home  - in  the 
opposite  direction. 

We  take  care  of  our  own,  and  lanet  and  I are  grateful  we  now  have  a few 
more  good  feelings  to  pass  on. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


3 3 


Gary  Night  Owl 


gars@netcom.com 


P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 
Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@nanews . org 
gars(3crl . com 
gars(3wolfstar . com 
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- Indians  Threaten  Suicide 
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"RE : Our  Silence  Hurts 


red  in  this  issue  
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- Tribe  Opens  College 
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Date:  Wed,  3 May  2000  07:27:07  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu.ca> 

Sub j : Opinion:  Our  silence  hurts  natives  (Toronto  Star) 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Our  silence  hurts  native  people 

"What  is  more  morally  reprehensible?"  asks  epidemiologist  3eff 
Reading.  "To  cause  something,  or  to  turn  a blind  eye  to  it?  The  net 
result  is  the  same." 

Reading  was  talking  about  the  epidemic  of  diabetes  among  native 
Canadians,  highlighted  in  today's  instalment  of  Lost  People,  a 
first-hand  account  of  the  problems  plaguing  native  reserves  by  Star 
reporters  Sonia  Verma  and  Louise  Elliott. 

But  he  could  just  as  well  have  been  talking  about  any  aspect  of  life 
on  Canada's  native  reserves:  the  mass  unemployment,  inadequate 
housing,  widespread  abuse  of  alcohol  and  drugs,  lack  of  proper  health 
care,  a non-functioning  education  system  or  the  high  suicide  rates 
that  led  the  World  Health  Organization  to  rank  conditions  on  native 
reserves  in  Canada  63rd  in  the  world,  below  Mexico  and  Thailand. 

< http://www3. the star.com/cgi -bin/ news. cgi?nl-13@A44347@.ee73 150 >Native 
Canadians  - a lost  people? 

The  personal  stories  that  Verma  and  Elliott  tell  are  new.  But  the 
tale  is  as  old  as  Canada.  Through  successive  governments,  we  have 
contributed  greatly  to  the  problems  faced  by  natives,  and  have  failed 
repeatedly  to  do  anything  about  them. 

Finding  solutions  is  clearly  not  an  easy  task.  But  many  useful 
suggestions  were  put  forward  by  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal 
Peoples,  set  up  in  1991  by  former  prime  minister  Brian  Mulroney. 

Unfortunately,  the  price  tag  the  commission  put  on  its  over-all 
remedy  was  so  high  that  quick  implementation  of  its  recommendations 
was  not  feasible. 

But  native  Canadians  were  hopeful,  when  lean  Chretien  came  to  power, 
that  the  government  would  act  on  some  of  the  commission's  proposals. 

The  Prime  Minister  spent  six  years  as  minister  of  Indian  Affairs.  The 
First  Nations  believed  they  had  an  ally. 

But  progress  under  Chretien  has  been  glacial. 

As  documented  by  Verma  and  Elliott,  the  old  problems  continue  to 
destroy  a once  proud  people. 

In  a report  to  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  delivered  two  years  ago. 
Royal  Bank  chief  economist  John  McCallum,  pointed  out  that  more  money 
would  become  available  for  programs  to  alleviate  the  misery  on 
reserves  and  create  opportunities  for  natives  as  the  fiscal  climate 
improved . 

He  was  right  about  the  budgetary  outlook.  But  natives  still  are  not 


on  Ottawa's  political  radar  screen. 

One  reason  for  this  is  the  absence  of  public  pressure.  If  Canadians 
want  the  situation  to  change,  they  will  have  to  demand  that  Ottawa 
make  native  issues  a priority. 

That's  what  should  happen  when  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission 
calls  the  plight  of  native  people  a national  tragedy;  when  the  United 
Nations  condemns  this  country  for  allowing  a "gross  disparity"  to 
persist  between  natives  and  other  Canadians;  when  even  a top  official 
of  a big  conservative  bank  calls  the  situation  of  natives  "Canada's 
shame . " 

A public  outcry  would  make  the  Prime  Minister  take  notice  - and  take 
charge.  Without  it,  he  leaves  the  responsibility  to  Bob  Nault,  the 
nearly  invisible  minister  of  Indian  Affairs. 

It  is  time  to  remind  Chretien  that  the  famous  Red  Book  which  won  him 
election  in  1993  says  that,  "The  place  of  Aboriginal  peoples  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  Canada  is  a litmus  test  of  our  beliefs  in 
fairness,  justice,  and  equality  of  opportunity . "v 

"RE : The  Lost  People"  

Date:  Sun,  30  Apr  2000  23:03:11  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 

Sub j : I would  like  to  share  this  with  you  all. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

This  is  the  sort  of  NEWS  we  post  in  our  ELIST,  so  you  might  be 
interesting  in  joining  it. 


LAST  WITNESS:  lames  asakeyash,  104  , until  his  recent  death  the 
oldest  man  in  Ontario's  North,  gazes  over  Mishkeegogamang,  north  of 
Thunder  Bay. 

The  Lost  People 

Plagued  by  disease,  poverty  and  despair.  Northern  Ontario  natives  are 
caught  in  a Third  World  trap 
By  Sonia  Verma 
Toronto  Star  Staff  Reporter 


Star  reporter  Sonia  Verma  spent  eight  weeks  living  in  the  Ojibway 
community  of  Mishkeegogamang 


MISHKEEGOGAMANG  - They  call  themselves  Lost  People. 

They  live  in  overcrowded,  unheated  shacks  with  no  running  water. 
Dangerous  diseases  - diabetes,  tuberculosis,  whooping  cough  - rip 
through  their  communities,  but  for  weeks  at  a time,  they  can  go 
without  doctors.  Most  are  out  of  work,  and  never  finished  high  school. 


Merle  Loon  came  home  to  make  a difference  but  ghosts  from  the  past 
stood  in  his  way.  Click  here  for  a special  report. 


Racked  by  poverty  and  alcohol,  they  are  seven  times  more  likely  to 
take  their  own  lives  than  other  Canadians,  according  to  their  chiefs. 
They  are  the  12,200  native  people  hidden  away  in  the  northwest  corner 
of  Ontario. 

Their  conditions  are  desperate,  their  lives  invisible. 

And  while  the  rest  of  Canada  reaps  the  benefits  of  a $90  billion 
federal  budget  surplus  projected  over  the  next  five  years,  and 
Ontario's  economy  drives  the  country,  the  24  communities  in  the  Sioux 
Lookout  District  struggle  to  survive. 


Native  Canadians  - a lost  people? 


The  conditions  in  the  district  are  comparable  to  Third  World 


countries/'  says  Bob  Bruyere,  co-ordinator  of  the  native  organization 
that  oversees  the  region's  education  and  training. 

The  Sioux  Lookout  District  has: 

The  highest  poverty  rate  in  Ontario  with  60  per  cent  of  people  relying 
on  welfare. 

The  highest  unemployment  rate  - 65  per  cent  - in  Canada.  Some 
communities  top  90  per  cent. 

A severe  shortage  of  medical  staff  and  funding,  fuelling  a health-care 
crisis.  Communities  often  lack  standard  medical  services  such  as 
disease  screening,  immunization  of  children  and  chronic  care.  The 
region  has  been  without  a full-time  public  health  officer  for  two 
years  and  without  a regional  Health  Canada  director  since  February. 

Native  leaders  and  health  care  experts  are  warning  that  the  region's 
communities  have  started  to  see  outbreaks  of  dangerous  diseases,  and 
they  will  see  more  if  a prolonged  nursing  crisis  is  not  resolved. 

The  education  level  is  among  the  lowest  in  Canada.  Fifty-four  per  cent 
of  people  have  less  than  a Grade  12  education.  The  Ontario  figure  is 
36  per  cent.  Nine  per  cent  have  completed  post-secondary  education, 
compared  to  Ontario's  36  per  cent. 

The  problems  these  communities  face  reverberate  through  many  of 
Canada's  610  reserves,  where  380,000  natives  live. 

The  World  Health  Organization  has  ranked  the  health  and  social 
conditions  of  on-reserve  natives  in  Canada  63rd  in  the  world  - below 
that  of  Mexico  and  Thailand. 

Mass  unemployment,  high  suicide  rates  and  inadequate  housing  were 
cited  in  a December  report  by  the  United  Nations,  condemning  Canada 
for  the  "gross  disparity"  that  persists  between  native  people  and 
other  Canadians. 

Every  year  for  the  past  decade,  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission 
has  identified  the  plight  of  natives  as  a national  tragedy. 

Every  community  has  its  own  story.  Some  have  settled  decades-long  land 
claims  and  are  comparatively  wealthy.  Others  barely  scrape  by. 

But  the  24  reserves  in  Ontario's  north,  surrounded  by  lands  rich  with 
resources,  remain  among  the  poorest  and  most  troubled  in  the  country. 

Today,  in  The  Saturday  Star,  the  National  Report  section  tells  the 
story  of  one  of  them. 

Mishkeegogamang,  320  kilometres  north  of  Thunder  Bay,  was 
traditionally  considered  the  cultural  heart  of  Cree  and  Ojibway 
communities  in  the  region.  Today,  it  has  one  of  the  highest  rates  of 
violent  deaths  in  the  country.  The  reserve's  dramatic  struggle  is  told 
through  the  eyes  of  Merle  Loon,  a First  Nations  constable  who  returned 
to  try  to  help  his  people  overcome  their  turbulent  past. 

Tomorrow,  The  Sunday  Star  looks  at  Sandy  Lake,  a remote  fly-in  reserve 
with  the  third-highest  known  diabetes  rate  in  the  world. 

Native  leaders  in  the  region  have  asked  the  federal  government  for 
help. 

Last  December,  the  district  chiefs  sent  a report  to  Ottawa  prepared  by 
the  Sioux  Lookout  Area  Management  Board,  which  handles  the  education 
and  training  for  the  region. 

The  three-volume  study  identified  education  and  job  training  as  the 
keys  to  change.  As  the  report  pointed  out,  the  problem  isn't  just  a 
lack  of  jobs  - forestry  and  mining  industries  are  set  to  expand  in  the 
region,  opening  up  an  expected  1,800  new  positions.  Natives,  however, 
aren't  qualified  to  fill  them. 

The  study  called  for  for  a minimum  cash  injection  of  $26  million  a 
year  over  the  next  five  years  to  "get  people  to  the  starting  line." 
Currently,  the  region  receives  about  one-fifth  of  that. 

The  chiefs  requested  a meeting.  So  far,  they  have  received  no 
response . 

"Both  levels  of  government  have  been  silent,"  says  board 
co-ordinator  Bruyere.  "We're  not  asking  for  a lot  of  money  here." 

Currently,  the  Sioux  Lookout  District  receives  about  $100  million  a 
year  from  the  federal  Department  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs. 


That's  not  nearly  enough,  band  leaders  say. 


"We're  not  seeing  enough  . . . nothing  costs  $4  up  here  anymore, 
says  Chief  Donny  Morris,  spokesperson  for  one  of  the  four  tribal 
councils  in  the  district. 


'When  I think  of  the  current  problems  my  people  are  facing,  I can't 
help  but  think  of  how  it  all  started  - with  betrayal.' 

- lames  Masakeyash,  who  was  9 years  old  when  he  watched  blind  chief 
Daniel  Missabay  sign  an  X on  Treaty  9,  ceding  his  people's  traditional 
territory  to  Canada.  Missabay  believed  he  was  entering  into  a 
land-sharing  agreement. 


Most  of  that  federal  money  - $47  million  - goes  to  education.  But  the 
cost  of  learning  is  high  in  isolated  areas.  Most  reserves  don't  have 
high  schools,  and  students  are  often  forced  to  travel  long  distances 
and  board  away  from  home.  There  is  only  $5.1  million  available  for 
students  who  want  to  go  to  university,  but  last  year  there  were  $8.3 
million  worth  of  requests  to  attend. 

The  cost  of  living  is  also  much  higher,  and  the  native  communities 
don't  have  a municipal  tax  base  to  support  social  programs,  housing 
and  infrastructure. 

As  the  native  population  in  Canada  grows,  so  does  its  needs. 

In  Mishkeegogamang,  almost  half  of  the  community's  878  people  are  18 
years  old  or  younger. 

That  mirrors  the  trend  in  the  national  native  population,  which  is 
growing  twice  as  fast  as  the  rest  of  Canada.  In  the  1996  census, 
natives  were  an  average  of  10  years  younger  than  the  general 
population . 

The  problems  facing  the  reserves  in  the  region  have  been  known  - and 
ignored  - for  years,  leaders  say. 

"They're  aware  of  the  situation,  but  nobody  is  responding  to  it," 
says  Eli  Sawanas,  a former  Sandy  Lake  chief  and  spokesperson  for  the 
Sioux  Lookout  District  chiefs. 

For  Dames  Masakeyash,  who  until  his  death  last  month  was  the  last 
witness  to  the  1905  signing  of  the  region's  first  treaty,  the 
government's  disregard  is  in  keeping  with  a long  string  of  broken 
promises . 

"When  I think  of  the  current  problems  my  people  are  facing,  I can't 
help  but  think  of  how  it  all  started  - with  betrayal,"  the  old  chief 
said . 


Dames  Masakeyash  was  9 years  old  when  the  Treaty  9 team  arrived  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  St.  Doseph. 

The  team  had  left  Ottawa  14  days  before,  travelling  by  wagon,  then  by 
portage  along  the  Lac  Seul  water  system.  They  arrived  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  St.  Doseph  in  canoes  - two  Peterboroughs  and  one  birchbark 
provided  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Co.  They  were  accompanied  by  the  12 
Indians  supplied  for  the  purpose. 

The  treaty  team  was  led  by  Duncan  Campbell  Scott,  a top-ranking  Indian 
department  bureaucrat  and  Canadian  poet,  and  son  of  a Methodist 
preacher.  He  travelled  with  three  commissioners,  a physician,  a 
manager  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Co.,  and  two  police  constables. 

The  federal  government  wanted  to  erase  aboriginal  title  to  a huge 
swath  of  territory  - roughly  233,100  square  kilometres  of  forest  - in 
Central  Canada. 

To  help  achieve  that  purpose,  the  team  carried  with  them  a treasure 
chest  of  $30,000  in  small  notes. 

"I  want  to  get  rid  of  the  Indian  problem.  That  is  my  point.  Our 
objective  is  to  continue  until  there  is  not  a single  Indian  in  Canada 
that  has  not  been  absorbed  into  the  body  politic  and  there  is  no 
Indian  question,"  Scott  wrote  when  he  was  deputy 
superintendent-general  of  the  Indian  department  in  1920. 

Scott  believed  whites  were  the  superior  race.  One  day,  he  believed, 
Indians  would  fade  into  white  man's  culture  - through  depopulation  as 
a result  of  disease,  or  through  assimilation  by  intermarriage. 

The  policy  of  the  department  required  the  complete  civilization  of  the 


Indians,  and  Scott  was  one  of  its  chief  administrators. 

"In  the  early  days,  the  Indians  were  a real  menace  to  the 
colonization  of  Canada,"  he  wrote  in  an  1906  article  called  "The 
Last  of  the  Indian  Treaties." 

"The  Indian  nature  now  seems  like  a fire  that  is  waning,  that  is 
smouldering  and  dying  away  in  ashes;  then  it  was  full  of  force  and 
heat.  It  was  ready  to  break  out  at  any  moment  in  savage  dances,  in 
wild  and  desperate  orgies  in  which  ancient  superstitions  were  involved 
with  European  ideas  but  dimly  understood  and  intensified  by  cunning 
imaginations  inflamed  with  rum." 

Scott  would  later  oversee  the  residential  school  system,  the 
imprisonment  of  natives  for  practising  religious  ceremonies,  and 
outlawing  the  pursuit  of  native  land  claims  cases  by  Indians. 

Scott  and  the  treaty  team  first  saw  Osnaburgh  - a cluster  of  Hudson 
Bay  buildings  and  a small  wooden  Anglican  church  now  called 
Mishkeegogamang  - at  2 p.m.  on  Dune  14,  1905. 

"Everyone  expected  the  usual  welcome,  for  the  advent  of  a paymaster 
is  always  announced  by  a fusillade,  yells,  and  the  barking  of  dogs. 

But  even  the  dogs  of  Osnaburgh  gave  no  sound,"  Scott  wrote. 

Osnaburgh  was  used  as  a meeting  place  for  the  Sucker,  Sturgeon, 
Caribou  and  Loon  Clans,  who  were  also  known  as  the  Lake  People.  They 
were  nomads,  roaming  across  and  an  estimated  22,532  square  kilometres 
of  land. 

The  Indians  chose  Daniel  Missabay  to  speak  for  them.  He  was  a blind 
man,  who  used  a pale  wooden  walking  stick  to  guide  him.  He  neither 
spoke  nor  understood  the  language  of  the  treaty,  the  terms  of  which 
had  already  been  worked  out  by  Ottawa  and  the  province. 

The  Indians  lined  up  outside  the  palisades  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Co., 
the  men  standing  apart  from  the  women.  Missabay  stood  with  his  son, 
Thomas.  The  treaty  team  shook  hands  with  those  gathered. 

Scott,  Missabay  and  the  Ojibway  elders  went  inside  the  Hudson's  Bay 
store  and  discussed  "terms." 

Eight  dollars  would  be  paid  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  on  the 
signing  of  Treaty  9.  Every  year  afterward,  each  person  would  receive 
$4.  Each  family  of  five  would  be  allotted  2.6  square  kilometres  of 
land,  and  a school  would  be  built. 

Missabay  would  get  a Union  lack,  to  show  he  was  a good  subject  of  the 
king. 

"They  were  to  make  certain  promises  and  we  were  to  make  certain 
promises,  but  our  purpose  and  our  reasons  were  alike  unknowable.  What 
could  they  grasp  of  the  pronouncement  on  the  Indian  tenure  which  had 
been  delivered  by  the  law  lords  of  the  Crown?"  Scott  wrote. 

"Well,  for  all  this,  we  will  have  to  give  up  our  hunting  and  live  on 
the  land  you  give  us,  and  how  can  we  live  without  hunting?"  the  blind 
chief  asked. 

But  Scott  reassured  him. 

Missabay  asked  for  time  to  consider,  retiring  to  his  tent  for  the 
night.  The  next  morning  he  emerged,  led  by  his  son. 

Scott  recorded  Missabay' s words: 

"Our  answer  is  Yes.  We  know  that  you  are  good  men  sent  by  our  great 
father  the  King  to  bring  us  help  and  strength  in  our  weakness." 

The  physician  on  the  team  vaccinated  the  women  and  children  against 
tuberculosis,  but  not  the  men.  Scott  thought  their  usefulness  as 
workers  might  be  impaired  by  sore  arms. 

Dr.  MacMartin,  one  of  the  other  commissioners,  recorded  the  lands 
agreed  upon  for  the  reserve: 


'Our  objective  is  to  continue  until  there  is  not  a single  Indian  in 
Canada  that  has  not  been  absorbed  into  the  body  politic  and  there  is 
no  Indian  question.  I want  to  get  rid  of  the  Indian  problem.  That  is 
my  point . ’ 

- Duncan  Campbell  Scott 


"I  examined  the  Ontario  Reserve  as  carefully  as  time  and 
circumstances  permitted  and  conferred  the  information  that  the  timber 
is  small  and  of  little  value,  the  land  unfit  for  agricultural 
purposes,"  MacMartin  wrote  in  his  journal  before  the  team  left 
Osnaburgh . 

"That  night,"  MacMartin  wrote,  "a  very  heavy  thunder  shower 
accompanied  by  high  wind  occurred,  and  the  Indians  were  seen  to  be 
moving  their  flag  from  place  to  place  endeavouring  to  protect  it  from 
wind  and  storm." 


lames  Masakeyash  was  a witness  to  the  events  that  followed. 

Chief  Missabay  had  believed  his  people  were  promised  a large  stretch 
of  rich  land  running  across  the  shoreline  of  Lake  St.  Joseph,  so  their 
traditional  lifestyle  would  endure. 

But  when  provincial  surveyors  came  to  carve  up  the  land  in  1911,  the 
reserve  was  split  in  two,  divided  by  a large  island  called  Kitchi 
Miniss  and  two  sets  of  rapids  on  the  Albany  River  system.  They  ended 
up  with  189  square  kilometres  of  land  in  two  tracts,  running  deep 
inland  from  short  stretches  of  shoreline. 

The  province  kept  the  island  and  rapids  for  hydro  development. 

The  Ojibway  were  forced  to  abandon  their  traplines.  Their  lifestyle 
changed  radically  from  nomadic  to  sedentary. 

Today,  most  of  Mishkeegogamang' s 878  people  live  on  two-thirds  of  a 
kilometre  of  land,  in  overcrowded  homes  and  in  grinding  poverty. 

"People  here  are  just  surviving,  they're  not  living,"  Masakeyash 
said . 

In  1934,  without  notice  or  permission,  the  federal  government  and 
Ontario  Hydro  moved  in,  constructing  two  dams  on  the  Albany  River  to 
produce  power  and  control  water  levels  for  mines  further  north. 

The  dams  flooded  burial  sites,  houses,  and  destroyed  the  Ojibway' s 
traditional  wild  rice  harvest.  The  community  was  forced  to  move  three 
times . 

Hydro  development  sparked  a flurry  of  mining  and  forestry.  But  the 
reserve  gained  nothing.  Some  homes  still  don't  have  running  water.  The 
reserve  didn't  receive  electricity  until  1970.  Today,  even  though  most 
homes  are  equipped  with  electricity,  many  people  can't  afford  to  pay 
their  hydro  bills. 

In  March,  1994,  the  band  filed  a lawsuit  against  the  Canadian 
government  over  the  flooding.  The  lawsuit  has  moved  from  the  federal 
court  to  a negotiation  process. 

"A  lot  more  is  on  the  table  now  with  the  negotiations  process,"  said 
Mishkeegogamang' s lawyer  Tony  Ross. 

Part  of  what  is  being  negotiated  is  treaty  land  entitlement  that  could 
include  Kitchi  Miniss  Island. 

Two  years  ago,  the  band  did  win  a $17.25  million  settlement  from 
Ontario  Hydro.  But  the  money  is  being  paid  out  over  20  years.  For  the 
past  few  years,  elders  have  received  an  annual  cash  payment  of  $2,000. 
Younger  band  members  get  less. 

That  doesn't  go  far  in  a community  with  an  unemployment  rate  of  87  per 
cent.  Ninety-two  families  - roughly  three-quarters  of  the  population  - 
rely  on  social  assistance. 

"Everyone  else  has  prospered  while  the  people  of  Mishkeegogamang  have 
been  left  in  poverty,"  says  Mishkeegogamang  chief  Ronald  Roundhead. 

"Our  people  came  close  to  vanishing,  but  we  didn't." 

The  community  has  been  trying  hard  to  change,  but  it  is  still 
contending  with  the  difficult  legacy  of  the  past. 

In  recent  years,  an  estimated  80  per  cent  of  the  deaths  on  the  reserve 
have  been  linked  to  alcohol.  Children  as  young  as  10  have  been 
arrested  for  drinking  and  sniffing  gasoline.  Most  houses  are  shared  by 
several  families  with  an  average  of  a dozen  people  living  in  a 
two-bedroom  house. 

Alcohol  is  not  sold  on  the  reserve,  and  over  the  years  the  band 
council  has  tried  to  ban  people  from  buying  liquor  in  Pickle  Lake  and 
cab  drivers  from  driving  it  into  the  reserve.  Both  attempts  were 


unsuccessful . 

"This  community  has  a bad  reputation,  which  it  is  trying  to  change," 
Roundhead  says. 

"But  we  are  trying  to  do  that  under  the  weight  of  nearly  a hundred 
years  of  history." 
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City  Indians  Say  They  Are  Ignored 
BY  MARY  PIERPOINT 
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April  29,  2000 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  --  The  fact  that  63  percent  of  American  Indians  live  in 
urban  areas  but  more  than  99  percent  of  Indian  Health  Service  funds  go  to 
tribes  is  frightening  to  some  urban  leaders. 

Dean  Bridges  of  the  American  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Texas  is  one 
of  a growing  number  of  urban  Indians  throughout  the  nation  calling  for 
their  share  of  treaty  rights  and  health  care. 

"What  we  need  to  do  is  combine  the  efforts  of  the  63  percent  and  the  37 
percent  [American  Indians  living  on  reservations]  and  work  toward  getting 
more  funding  for  the  purposes  that  are  needed,"  Bridges  said.  "It  is  one 
more  example  of  divide  and  conquer.  The  urban  Indians  aren't  going  away." 

Statistics  provided  by  both  the  Albuquerque  Native  American  Coalition  and 
Bridges  show  1.4  million  Indians  live  off  reservation.  Bridges  said  the 
large  number  of  urban  Indians  is  just  now  becoming  known.  "It  isn't  a 
secret,  the  numbers  are  out  there.  I don't  want  to  have  anyone  think  that 
my  being  an  advocate  for  urban  Indians  to  mean  that  I am  anti-tribe." 

He  and  other  tribal  leaders  fear  the  federal  government  may  use  the 
statistics  on  urban  Indians  against  tribes  when  it  comes  time  for 
appropriations  to  be  funded. 

Tribes  receive  more  than  99  percent  of  funding  while  urban  counterparts 
are  being  left  out.  Bridges  and  other  urban-Indian  advocates  want  federal 
funding  to  be  increased  to  include  urban  Indians,  rather  than  dividing 
current  funding.  The  number  of  urban  Indians  is  increasing  as  tribal 
members  leave  reservations  in  search  of  jobs.  Many  live  in  cities  as  a 
result  of  the  1957  Relocation  Act;  the  1950  Armed  Forces  Project  100,000; 
the  1960-70  Air  Force  Special  Recruitment  for  Navajos,  and  the  1990s 
Welfare  to  Work  Act,  all  of  which  were  created  to  assimilate  American 
Indians  into  mainstream  society,  he  said. 

"All  Native  Americans  are  still  Native  Americans,  no  matter  where  they 
may  live.  A Hopi  living  in  Dallas/Fort  Worth,  in  my  opinion,  is  just  as 
important  as  a Hopi  living  on  the  reservation. 

"All  of  those  people  are  just  as  Cherokee,  Choctaw  as  those  living  on  the 
reservation.  I just  don't  understand  why  a tribal  leader  wouldn't  have  that 
same  feeling,"  Bridges  said. 

Urban  Indian  coalitions  used  a recent  Tribal  Leaders  Summit  in 
Albuquerque  to  make  their  point  with  tribal  counterparts.  Many  of  those 
tribal  leaders  said  they  were  stunned  by  the  number  of  urban  Indians  and 
committed  themselves  to  work  to  give  tribal  members  living  off  the 
reservation  the  same  rights  as  those  living  on  reservations. 

"There  is  a whole  different  kind  of  environment,  particularly  that  the 
Indian  youth  are  having  to  deal  with  that  is  unique  to  urban  Indians.  I see 
crime  and  drug  abuse  and  school  dropouts  as  a major  concern.  There  is  a 
tremendous  identity  concern.  Who  is  this  kid  who  is  half-Native  American? 

He  has  no  support  group.  In  urban  areas  there  isn't  really  a concentration 
of  urban  Indians,  they  are  spread  out,"  Bridges  said. 

Urban  Indians  have  the  lowest  rate  of  business  and  economic  development 


among  American  Indians  and  have  the  highest  school  dropout  rates  of  any 

ethnic  group,  he  said.  Urban  Indians  also  have  the  highest  rates  of 

diabetes,  poverty  and  unemployment  in  the  country,  the  lowest  rate  of 
private  health  insurance  and  are  totally  excluded  from  receiving 
Department  of  Agriculture  surplus  food  commodities. 

Keith  Franklin  of  the  coalition  takes  a strong  stand  on  urban  American 
Indian  health  issues.  He  is  considered  by  some  to  be  radical  in  his  fight 
to  bring  treaty  rights  to  urban  Indians. 

"What  part  of  sovereignty  do  we  have?  We  are  invisible,  we  become 
transparent, " he  said.  "I  am  still  a Sac  and  Fox.  I didn't  drain  my  blood. 

I'm  still  an  Indian.  I still  feel  my  forefathers  lay  their  lives  down  for 

me.  We  have  a lot  of  issues  with  sovereignty.  If  the  government  doesn't 
come  through,  the  only  place  we  have  left  to  go  is  the  World  Court." 
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This  is  certainly  a book  that  I wish  could  persuade  the  sitting  justices  of 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  to  read.  I recommend  it  also  to  anyone  who  is 
interested  in  the  futures  of  jurisprudence  in  the  U.  S.  and  throughout  the 
world . 

An  example  will  help  illustrate  the  central  issue  addressed  in  Sheleff 's 
book.  Recently  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  in  RICE  v.  CAYETANO  (2000),  held 
that  the  electoral  provisions  for  the  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  (OHA),  as 
provided  for  in  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Hawaii,  were  invalid  under 
the  15th  Amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution.  The  State  of  Hawaii  had 
claimed  that  the  indigenous  people  of  Hawaii  have  a relationship  to  the 
State  of  Hawaii  and  the  U.  S.  Congress  analogous  to  that  between  the  US  and 


certain  American  Indian  tribes.  The  Federal  District  Court  and  the  U.  S. 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit  had  found  for  the  State,  the  latter 
affirming  that  the  State  "may  rationally  conclude  that  Hawaiians,  being  the 
group  to  whom  trust  obligations  run  and  to  whom  OHA  trustees  owe  a duty  of 
loyalty,  should  be  the  group  to  decide  who  the  trustees  ought  to  be"  (RICE 
v.  CAYETANO  2000:  syllabus,  2). 

According  to  the  rules  governing  OHA,  only  native  Hawaiians  were  allowed 
to  vote  for  the  trustees  of  OHA.  The  suit  against  the  State  had  been 
brought  by  one  Harold  F.  Rice  who,  though  born  and  raised  in  Hawaii  in  a 
family  which  first  moved  to  Hawaii  in  the  mid  1800s,  did  not  have  any  native 
Hawaiian  ancestors,  and  thus  was  not  eligible  to  vote  for  the  OHA  trustees 
according  to  State  rules. 

After  a review  of  Hawaiian  history,  which  can  be  questioned  because  of  its 
reliance  on  certain  older  Western  writers  while  ignoring  native  Hawaiian  and 
other  newer  sources,  Justice  Anthony  Kennedy,  writing  for  the  Court  declared 
that  the  OHA  election  rules  violated  the  provision  of  the  15th  Amendment 
which  prohibits  the  U.  S.  or  any  State  from  denying  the  right  to  vote  on 
account  of  race.  Chief  Justice  William  Rehnquist,  Justices  Sandra  O'Connor, 
Antonin  Scalia,  and  Clarence  Thomas  joined  the  opinion,  with  Justice  Stephen 
Breyer  writing  a concurring  opinion  which  Justice  David  Souter  joined. 

In  dissent.  Justice  John  Stevens,  with  Justice  Ruth  Ginsburg  concurring, 
argued  that  the  OHA  provisions  are  based  on  "ancestry"  and  not  "race"  and 
thus  do  not  violate  the  15th  Amendment.  Justice  Ginsburg  further  stated 
that,  "I  dissent  essentially  for  the  reasons  stated  by  Justice  Stevens  in 
Part  II  of  his  dissenting  opinion,  ante,  at  3-12  (relying  on  established 
federal  authority  over  Native  Americans). 
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Congress'  prerogative  to  enter  into  special  trust  relationships  with 
indigenous  peoples,  MORTON  v.  MANCARI,  417  U.S.  535  (1974),  as  Justice 
Stevens  cogently  explains,  is  not  confined  to  tribal  Indians.  In 
particular,  it  encompasses  native  Hawaiians,  whom  Congress  has  in  numerous 
statutes  reasonably  treated  as  qualifying  for  the  special  status  long 
recognized  for  other  once-sovereign  indigenous  peoples.  See  ante,  at  7,  and 
n.  9 (Stevens,  J.,  dissenting).  That  federal  trust  responsibility,  both  the 
Court  and  Justice  Stevens  recognize,  has  been  delegated  by  Congress  to  the 
State  of  Hawaii.  Both  the  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  and  the  voting  scheme 
here  at  issue  are  "tied  rationally  to  the  fulfillment"  of  that  obligation. 
See  MANCARI,  417  U.S.,  at  555.  No  more  is  needed  to  demonstrate  the 
validity  of  the  Office  and  the  voting  provision  under  the  Fourteenth  and 
Fifteenth  Amendments"  (RICE  v.  CAYETANO  2000,  Ginsburg,  J.,  dissenting). 

I wonder  how  many  subscribers  to  this  review  are  aware  of  the  RICE  decision. 
More,  I wonder  how  many  are  aware  that  there  is  a strong  though  diverse 
"sovereignty"  movement  in  Hawaii  that  is  fueled  in  part  because  the 
overthrow  of  the  Hawaiian  monarchy  in  1898,  was  illegal  (initially  declared 
so  by  U.  S.  President  Grover  Cleveland,  with  a formal  Apology  offered  by 
President  Clinton  in  1993.  The  1959  vote  that  resulted  in  Hawaii  becoming  a 
State  of  the  Union  also  arguably  violated  international  law.  Only  two 
options  were  given  to  Hawaii's  voters  in  1959  --  either  to  attain  full 
statehood  or  to  remain  a territory  of  the  U.  S.  Yet,  like  many  other 
Pacific  Islands,  Hawaii  was  at  that  time  on  the  United  Nations  list  of  Trust 
Territories  for  which  full  sovereignty  was  a possibility.  The  option  to 
vote  for  independence  should  have  been  given  to  Hawaii's  voters  in  1959,  but 
it  was  not. 

I mention  this  example-and  leave  out  much  more-merely  to  show  that  the 
issues  which  Leon  Sheleff  discusses  so  very  cogently  and  fairly  in  THE 
FUTURE  OF  TRADITION  are  very  much  alive  in  the  U.  S.,  and,  indeed,  in  almost 
every  other  country  of  the  world.  The  crux  of  the  matter  is  how  it  might  be 
possible  for  indigenous  people  to  live  by  their  own  laws  and  customs,  if 
they  wish,  especially  considering  that  many  states  throughout  the  world  are 
in  the  process  of  weakening  and,  in  some  instances,  dividing,  and  perhaps 
ultimately  transforming  into  non-spatial  (or  non-exclusively-spatial)  forms 
of  governance. 

Sheleff  has  written  the  most  extensive  discussion  of  this  matter  of  which 
I know.  He  demonstrates  impressive  knowledge  of  both  the  national  and 
tribal  laws  of  the  U.  S.,  Canada,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Africa,  and  the 


Pacific  Islands.  Sheleff  seeks  to  explore  two  questions. 

"Firstly,  to  what  extent  the  all-encompassing  State  is  able  to  concede  the 
validity  of  the  varied  local  customs  and  to  share  its  rulemaking  and  rule 
enforcing  powers  with  local  communities;  second  to  what  extent  the  history 
of  Europe  is  designed  to  serve  as  the  role  model  for  other  parts  of  the 
world  in  the  present  day?  That  is,  whether  the  loose  association  of 
peoples,  such  as  the  tribe,  are  doomed  to  surrender  their  own  unique 
qualities  and  to  be  absorbed  within  large  State  frameworks,  or  whether  they 
may  retain  their  inner  vitality  and  corporate  existence,  and  as  such,  to 
continue  to  shape  some  of  the  rules  by  which  their  members  will  conduct 
their  lives; 
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whether  their  customs  that  will  doubtless  subsist  in  one  way  or  another, 
as  part  of  some  living  law,  will  be  sustained  also  by  some  conscious 
recognition  as  being  of  a defined  and  differentiated  group,  or  whether  they 
will  be  shorn  of  such  support"  (p.  6). 

The  common  law  is  the  vehicle  that  Sheleff  believes  makes  the  incorporation 
of  tribal  law  into  modern  law  possible  is.  What  is  now  the  common  law,  he 
reminds  U.  S.,  is  simply  the  current,  ongoing,  endpoint  of  what  was  once  the 
customary  law  of  certain  tribes  living  in  some  of  the  larger  islands  off  the 
coast  of  Europe.  Over  the  years,  that  law  has  grown,  encountered  other  laws 
and  customs,  and  witnessed  the  rise  of  equity  to  correct  some  of  the  abuses 
and  omissions  of  the  common  law.  It  then  spread,  as  the  British  Empire 
spread,  to  North  America,  parts  of  Africa,  and  Oceania,  where  it  still 
exists  in  ongoing  living  forms. 

In  those  areas  where  indigenous  peoples  still  live  (even  after  diasporas 
from  their  homeland)  and  desire  to  govern  themselves  by  their  own  customs, 
why  cannot  the  common  law  of  the  surrounding  state  simply  accept  or  perhaps, 
where  appropriate  and  mutually  desirable,  incorporate  tribal  law  into  the 
overall  legal  framework  of  the  polity?  This  is  possible,  Sheleff  says, 
because  "the  common  law  countries  continue  to  work  within  a legal  culture 
that  is  still  basically  oriented  to  the  flexible  development  of  the  law  in 
which  judges  help  make  the  law,  and  do  so  in  terms  of  their  understanding  of 
an  evolving  society"  (p.  82). 

Sheleff  recounts  the  way  by  which  Western  societies  came  to  dominate  the 
lands  and  laws  of  tribal  societies.  He  shows  that  this  was  often  done 
legally,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Western  societies,  and  rationally, 
according  to  the  rules  of  reason  of  the  conquerors.  However,  it  never  was 
imposed  in  a way  which  was  fully  understood  or  accepted  by  the  members  of 
the  tribal  societies  who  had  different  laws  and  different  rules  of  reason  no 
less  lawful  and  rational  than  those  of  the  West. 

Perhaps  Westerners  at  the  time  believed  they  were  doing  the  right  thing, 
perhaps  the  humane  thing,  perhaps  even  the  divine  thing  by  imposing  their 
law  on  the  tribes  they  encountered.  Or,  perhaps  they  simply  didn't  care 
because  they  had  the  power  to  do  what  they  wanted.  Perhaps  in  some 
instances  the  laws  and  reason  of  the  West  were  superior  to  those  of  the 
tribes  they  conquered-although  Sheleff  makes  compelling  arguments  why  this 
is  not  very  likely.  However,  times  have  changed.  Indigenous  people 
worldwide  are  uniting  to  assert  their  rights.  Many  international 
governmental  organizations,  international  nongovernmental  organizations,  and 
other  agencies  exist  to  support  and  further  their  cause.  Within  Western 
societies,  people  who  have  taken  the  time  to  reconsider  what  happened  in  the 
past  are  coming  to  realize  it  was  not  just,  necessary,  or  irremediable.  As 
various  technological,  economic,  and  cultural  global  forces  begin  to  weaken 
the  notion  of  the  all-powerful  sovereign  nation-state  and  its  international 
system,  and  to  enable  the  creation  of  a new  system  of  global  governance  that 
is  both  more  local  and  diverse  as  well  as  more  global  and  holistic,  the 
possibilities  of  revitalized  tribal  law  within  a kind  of  global  common  law 
seems  both  feasible  and  desirable. 

The  core  of  Sheleff' s book  is  the  section  titled  "Issues."  In  seven 
chapters,  he  describes  the  key  concerns  of  tribal  people  vis-... -vis  the 
claims  and  legal  decisions  of  nation-states:  the  possibility  of  fundamental 
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"tribal  rights"  rather  than  just  individual  civil  rights;  the  central  role 
of  tribal  lands  (and  of  who  uses  it  and  how  it  is  used  rather  than  who 


technically  "owns"  it);  the  right  to  perform  sacred  rites  and  to  access  and 
preserve  sacred  sites;  concern  about  shame  rather  than  the  determination  of 
guilt;  the  centrality  of  restoring  group  harmony  over  establishing 
individual  harm  or  rights;  and  the  importance  of  tribal  family  and  kinship 
systems,  especially  concerning  women  and  children.  He  also  considers  the 
possibility  and  limits  of  the  "cultural  defense"  in  a state's  formal  legal 
systems.  He  discusses  the  possibilities  of  double  jeopardy  if  dual  systems 
exist,  and  the  role  of  conventional  "conflict  of  laws"  assumptions  in 
resolving  such  issues. 

Sheleff  is  no  romantic.  Although  he  makes  a very  strong  case  overall  for 
incorporating  tribal  law  into  common  law,  he  very  carefully  argues  the  pros 
and  cons.  Also  he  does  not  shrink  from  considering  the  cases  that  are  most 
difficult  for  most  Westerners  to  accept,  such  as  female  circumcision, 
witchcraft,  the  ritual  use  of  drugs,  the  necessity  of  suicide  in  situations 
of  overpowering  shame,  and  the  value  of  polygamy  as  a deterrent  to  spousal 
abuse  in  the  nuclear  family. 

One  of  the  rules  which  some  Western  courts  have  adopted  to  determine  the 
acceptability  of  tribal  legal  processes  and  decisions  is  whether  or  not  they 
are  "repugnant  to  universal  standards  of  justice".  Sheleff  mentions,  but 
does  not  develop  as  fully  as  he  might,  that  many  legal  methods  completely 
acceptable  to  most  Westerns  seem  utterly  repugnant  to  many  tribal  persons, 
most  notably  the  use  of  prisons  (and  long  prison  sentences)  and  especially 
the  death  penalty.  Many  tribes  eschew  the  death  penalty,  and  view  the 
West's  comparatively  freer  use  of  it  with  horror.  Similarly,  since  the 
point  of  tribal  justice  is  to  restore  the  harmony  of  the  group  and  not  to 
punish  the  lawbreaker,  it  is  far  better  to  bring  offenders  back  into  the 
fold  of  the  community  as  quickly  as  possible  rather  than  to  lock  them  up 
with  other  criminals  for  extended  periods  of  time.  The  latter  course  can 
only  lead  to  greater  injustice,  misery,  and  crime. 

Sheleff  points  out  that  the  Western  taboo  on  euthanasia  and  our  easy 
acceptance  of  a lengthy  period  of  increasing  suffering  by  our  elderly  is 
viewed  as  the  utmost  in  repugnant  cruel  behavior  by  tribal  members  who 
revere  their  elderly  and  understand  that  death  with  dignity  is  fully  a right 
which  must  be  accorded  elders.  Sheleff  might  well  have  also  mentioned 
America's  obsession  with  guns  as  another  weird  custom  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  most  humans. 

He  also  argues  several  times  those  rulings  by  American  courts  that  refuse 
to  permit  Indian  tribes  to  control  alcohol,  while  forbidding  them  from  using 
far  less  harmful  and  customarily  required  drugs,  are  perverse.  Indeed  the 
lengthy  discussions  throughout  the  book  detailing  the  fate  of  tribal  laws 
and  customs  not  only  in  the  U.  S.  courts  but  also  in  the  formal  courts  of 
Australia,  Botswana,  Canada,  Fiji,  Ghana,  Kenya,  New  Caledonia,  New  Zealand, 
Nigeria,  Nyasaland  (Malawi),  Papua  New  Guinea,  Solomon  Islands,  South 
Africa,  Vanuatu,  and  Zimbabwe  are  overwhelmingly  depressing.  Only  occasional 
glimmers  of  light  appear,  such  as  the  MABO  case  in  Australia,  the  growing 
respect  for  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  in  New  Zealand,  and  especially  the 
situation  in  South  Africa  since  apartheid.  However,  recent  developments  in 
Australia  show  how  fragile  such  apparent  victories  can  be. 
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That  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall  established  the  basic  legal  principles 
concerning  the  treaties  between  the  U.  S.  and  the  various  Indian  tribes  in 
the  very  earliest  days  of  the  American  judiciary  does  not  inspire  confidence 
for  enlightened  current  jurisprudence.  Neither  does  the  fact  that  virtually 
every  Western  judge  is  largely  ignorant  of  either  legal  anthropology  or 
tribal  law,  however  learned  in  the  law  of  their  nation-state  and  imbued  by 
its  ideology  they  might  be.  Thus,  they  are  willing  to  rely  on 
interpretations  of  tribal  law  by  early  settlers  or  more  recent 
anthropologists  rather  than  by  the  tribal  practitioners  themselves. 

Sheleff  is  especially  respectful  of  the  feminist  critique  of  much  tribal  law 
that  is  often  justly  seen  as  patriarchal  special  pleading.  He  also  admits 
that  some  neo-tribalism  is  simply  "made-up  tradition"  and  acknowledges  that 
distinguishing  the  made-up  from  the  authentic  is  no  easy  job.  This  is  in 
part  because,  as  Sheleff  shows  over  and  over,  customary  law  is  highly 
flexible  and  adaptive  to  the  times.  It  is  a huge  mistake  to  believe  that 
tribal  law  if  static  and  fixed.  To  the  contrary,  tribal  law  is  not  stuck 


in  precedence  or  empty  tradition.  It  is  quite  willing  and  able  to  adapt  to 
changing  times  in  order,  when  necessary,  to  achieve  a better  understanding 
of  justice  according  to  the  new  possibilities  of  the  present.  Thus,  he  is 
confident  that  tribal  law  can  and  will,  if  permitted,  adapt  to  those  aspects 
of  modern  society  to  which  it  should  adapt. 

He  also  admits  that  there  are  tensions  between  the  desire  of  contemporary 
scientists  and  society  to  learn  about  the  ways  and  customs  of  the  past  and 
the  desire  of  descendants  to  preserve  the  bones  and  burial  objects  of  their 
dead  ancestors  as  they  were  originally  buried  rather  than  removed,  examined, 
and  placed  on  display  in  museums.  We  are  probably  all  aware  of  the  ongoing 
controversy  over  who  has  rights  to  the  remains  of  the  Kennewick  Man  in 
Washington  State  who,  some  feel,  is  not  an  ancestor  of  the  tribes  who 
currently  claim  him.  Also,  the  Bishop  Museum  in  Hawaii  is  embroiled  with 
several  different  groups  of  Hawaiians  over  the  museum's  recent  release  of 
certain  funeral  items  to  one  group  of  claimants  rather  than  another. 

No,  Sheleff  does  not  try  to  make  tribal  law  appear  to  be  easy,  much  less 
perfect.  However  he  does  argue  very  convincingly  how  much  better  we  would 
all  be  if  we  were  to  find  a way  to  draw  upon  the  richness  of  customary  law 
rather  than  to  try  to  continue  to  force  everything  into  the  single  vision  of 
the  Westernized  state.  This  is  something  we  have  explored  here  in  Hawaii  in 
several  ways.  Hawaii  may  seem  unique  and  exotic  to  most  people.  That  is 
the  feeling  which  the  Hawaii  Visitor's  Bureau  spends  millions  of  dollars 
each  year  to  instill.  Tourism  is  dependent  on  many  people  believing  it. 
Hawaii  is  unique  and  exotic  in  many  ways,  but  it  is  also  typical  of  many 
places  in  North  American  now  and  especially  in  the  future  as  immigration  and 
differences  in  fertility  continue  to  change  the  face  of  America,  and  as  the 
indigenous  people  of  North  America  strive  to  find  a better  place  in  the  new 
sun  of  the  21st  Century.  Hawaii  is  experiencing  developments  now  that 
everyone  in  North  America  will  experience  in  analogous  ways  in  the  near 
future. 

Several  years  ago,  with  a grant  from  the  State  Justice  Institute  (SJI), 
the  Hawaii  Research  Center  for  Futures  Studies  (HRCFS)  conducted  an 
extensive  study  of  "Culturally  Appropriate  Dispute  Resolution  Techniques." 

In  Hawaii  traditional  techniques  exist,  which  are  still  widely  used  within 
the  indigenous  Hawaii  community,  and  among  the  more  recently  arrived 
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Samoan  communities.  These  two  communities  are  still  using  what  Sheleff 
would  call  tribal  law.  There  are  also  many  other  ethnic  groups  in  Hawaii 
whose  members  still  prefer  to  use  "their  ways"  to  the  "state's  ways"  when 
settling  disputes.  In  January  1991,  the  HRCFS  team  made  a presentation  on 
the  project  to  the  participants  of  a Judicial  Foresight  Congress  which 
included  Hawaii's  Supreme  Court  justices,  state  judges,  members  of  the  state 
bar,  key  judiciary  staff,  legislators,  academics,  and  members  of  community 
interest  groups.  Following  a panel  presentation  and  discussion  of  the  SJI 
Project,  Congress  participants  were  asked  to  indicate  their  preferences 
concerning  culturally  appropriate  dispute  resolution  techniques  and  the 
Hawaii  Judiciary.  The  participants  were  asked  to  choose  which  of  several 
statements  was  the  closest  to  their  view. 

The  ballot  choices,  with  the  percentage  of  participants  favoring  each 
option,  were: 

(1)  Culturally  appropriate  dispute  resolution  techniques  ought  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  judiciary  and  ought  to  replace  the  current  adversarial 
system  in  most  situations,  9 percent. 

(2)  The  Hawaii  Judicial  Foresight  Commission  or  the  Annual  Judicial 
Conference,  as  appropriate,  ought  to  prepare  recommendations  for  having 
culturally  appropriate  dispute  resolution  procedures  be  accepted  by  or 
incorporated  into  the  formal  judicial  system,  62  percent. 

(3)  Although  I am  sympathetic  to  letting  people  use  their  own  culturally 
appropriate  modes  of  settling  disputes,  the  formal  legal  system  ought  not  be 
involved,  17percent. 

(4)  We  ought  to  be  focusing  our  energies  on  making  sure  that  current 

laws  are  administered  fairly  to  all  groups  regardless  of  cultural  background 
rather  than  risking  even  more  unequal  treatment,  12  percent. 

(5)  Culturally  appropriate  dispute  resolution  techniques  of  the  sort 
discussed  today  have  no  place  whatsoever  within  the  formal  judiciary.  There 


is  no  need  for  the  Hawaii  Judiciary  to  consider  this  matter  any  further,  0 
percent . 

Seventy-one  percent  of  the  participants  favored  culturally  appropriate 
dispute  resolution  techniques  playing  a larger  role  in  the  formal  judicial 
system.  Moreover,  if  we  include  those  who  feel  that  people  should  be  able 
to  use  their  own  dispute  resolution  procedures,  although  outside  the 
judiciary  (Question  3),  then  88%  of  the  participants  in  the  Judicial 
Foresight  Congress  were  sympathetic  to  the  use  of  culturally  appropriate 
techniques.  It  is  remarkable  that  absolutely  no  one  voting  felt  that  these 
procedures  have  "no  place  whatsoever  within  the  formal  judiciary" 

(Question  5). 

These  results  are  illustrative  of  the  views  many  people  in  Hawaii. 
Nonetheless,  incorporating,  for  example,  the  Hawaiian  dispute  resolution 
technique  known  as  "ho'oponono"  into  the  legal  system  of  the  State  of  Hawaii 
is  not  as  easy  as  it  might  first  seem.  Ho'oponono  is  completely  at  odds 
with  almost  everything  in  the  formal  system.  It  does  not  seek  to  determine 
guilt. 

It  seeks  to  restore  harmony.  It  does  not  restrict  discussion  to  the  facts 
of  the  case.  It  allows  almost  anything  to  be  discussed.  It  is  in  fact  a 
process  of  talking  to  exhaustion,  where  anyone  can  say  anything  (well,  not 
really;  there  are  many  very  subtle  rules  all  intended  ultimately  to  quell 
and  not  to  fuel  the  controversy).  Ho'oponono  takes  much 
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time  and  engages  many  people.  It  is  not  something  that  can  just  be 
appended  to  the  current  system.  I suspect  the  same  is  true  of  almost  all 
tribal  systems  of  justice. 

Yet,  there  are  many  attempts  to  reform  the  formal  legal  system  in  America 
and  elsewhere.  Much  of  what  alternative  dispute  resolution  and  "restorative 
justice"  seek  to  do,  for  example,  is  what  tribal  law  does  already.  Every 
"Multi-Door  Court  House"  needs  to  have  at  least  one  door  that  leads  to 
tribal  concepts  and  ways.  I suspect  that  anyone  who  has  once  walked  through 
them,  and  into  the  formal  courtroom  as  well  will  want  to  try  to  tribal  door 
again,  if  necessary. 

If  there  is  one  weakness  in  Sheleff's  presentation,  it  is  a weakness  that 
is  characteristic  of  all  legal,  political  and  economic  thought  and  systems, 
past,  and  present.  It  is  the  failure  to  consider  how  present  actions  impact 
the  lives  of  future  generations.  One  of  the  increasing,  but  seldom-noticed, 
characteristics  of  life  in  modern  and  especially  postmodern  societies  is 
that  our  most  ordinary  daily  actions  not  only  impact  many  other  people 
worldwide,  but  also  impact  the  quality  of  the  lives  of  the  unborn. 

Finding  ways  to  balance  the  needs  of  present  generations  with  the  needs  of 
future  generations  is  the  next  great  challenge  facing  humanity.  The  issue 
almost  certainly  will  be  brought  to  our  attention  not  through  legislation, 
but  through  judicial  action.  Yet,  on  our  obligations  to  future  generations, 
in  spite  of  "seven  generations"  myths  to  the  contrary,  tribal  law  is  as 
silent  as  the  body  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution  (though  some  people  find  hope 
in  the  words  of  the  Preamble,  which  refer  to  "our  Posterity"  (See  Tonn 
1991) . 

Sheleff  concludes  his  book  with  these  inspiring  words. 

"[T]he  only  way  in  which  [a]  shared  civilization  will  really  crystallize  is 
when  the  dominant  part  of  that  civilization-commonly  known  as  the  West-is 
willing  not  just  to  re-examine  its  imaginings  of  tribal  people,  but  also  its 
imagination  of  itself  as  civilized  conqueror,  benevolent  guardian  of  nature, 
liberal  law-giver,  the  tribal  person's  ultimate  savior.  The  aim  of  social 
and  legal  pluralism  is  not  a regression  to  the  past,  but  a recognition  of 
the  role  that  the  past-  every  past-plays  in  the  here  and  now,  including  the 
myths-all  the  myths-of  a truly  shared  civilization"  (p.  476). 

The  past  is  important,  but  a truly  worthy  civilization  will  only  come  into 
existence,  and  survive,  when  we  also  ask  what  future  generations  want  from 
us  and  when  we  then  try  to  respond  to  their  wants  and  needs,  as  well  as  to 
our  own  and  to  our  ancestors. 
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Indians  threaten  suicide  if  sacred  lands  pillaged 
Nancy  Rivera  Brooks 
Los  Angeles  Times 
4/30/2 000 

SANTA  MONICA,  Calif.  _ Supporters  of  a semi-nomadic  people  from  the  cloud 
forests  of  northeast  Colombia  urged  Occidental  Petroleum  Corp. 
shareholders  Friday  to  sell  their  stock  in  protest  of  an  oil-drilling 
project  the  tribe  contends  is  on  its  sacred  ancestral  lands. 

The  normally  genteel  Oxy  annual  meeting  always  begins  with  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  and  ends  with  a catered  lunch,  but  this  year  shareholders  were 
greeted  by  a crowd  of  more  than  100  chanting,  drumbeating,  sign-waving 
activists . 

For  four  years  now,  an  ever-larger  group  of  protesters  has  haunted  Oxy's 
annual  showcase  in  Santa  Monica  trying  to  derail  the  Los  Angeles  oil 
company's  potentially  lucrative  deal  to  drill  for  petroleum  in  an  area 
claimed  by  the  U'wa.  This  5,000-member  Indian  tribe  has  threatened  to 
commit  mass  suicide  if  oil  is  extracted  from  its  ancestral  homeland, 
although  Oxy  and  the  Colombian  government  say  the  test-well  site  is  in  a 
developed  area  outside  the  U'wa  reservation. 

The  activists,  who  also  hold  Oxy  stock,  were  urging  passage  of  a 
nonmanagement  resolution  directing  Oxy  to  hire  an  independent  business 
analysis  company  to  study  the  risk  to  the  oil  company's  long-term 
profitability  and  to  its  stock  price  from  the  oil  project  and  the  suicide 
threat.  The  resolution  received  4 percent  of  the  shares  voted  at  the 
meeting. 

The  company  is  merely  a contractor  for  the  Colombian  government. 

Chairman  and  Chief  Executive  Ray  R.  Irani  told  shareholders . The  dispute 
over  the  test  well  must  be  settled  by  Colombians.  Irani  said  Oxy  has  been 
a good  corporate  citizen  during  more  than  40  years  of  oil  exploration  in 
Colombia . 

The  U'wa  cause  has  gained  momentum  in  recent  weeks  after  the  death  of 
three  U'wa  children  when  the  Colombian  military  routed  a blockade  of  a 
road  leading  to  the  test-well  site.  Colombian  police  say  that  no  deaths 
occurred . 

Then,  a Colombian  court  blocked  the  project  --  described  by  state  oil 
officials  as  their  country's  most  important  oil  prospect  --  ruling  that 


the  U'wa  should  have  been  consulted  and  that  the  tribe's  rights  were 
violated.  A decision  on  the  government's  appeal  is  expected  in  May. 
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The  most  recent  materials  appearing  on  the  website  of  the  Grass  Roots 
Oyate  from  Pine  Ridge  S.  Dakota  are  giving  rise  to  grave  concern  among  those 
who  have  been  watching  their  struggle.  Their  latest  actions  have  degenerated 
into  an  apparent  personal  vendetta  against  a single  individual,  Mr.  Rudy  A1 
lames,  and  his  associates  with  Mr.  lames  receiving  the  brunt  or  their 
invective. 

Without  explanation  condemnations  concerning  the  Self-Governance  Office 
and  program  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  also  are  included.  The 
Self-Governance  initiative  has  been  used  successfully  by  close  to  100  Native 
American  Nations  to  achieve  real  control  of  their  governments  and  responsible 
management  of  their  economic  structures.  It  was  designed  to  actually  work 
independently  of  the  entire  Bureau  of  Indian  affairs  bureaucracy  and  it  has 
been  successful.  The  Cherokee  Nation  with  membership  of  approximately  100,000 
people  is  the  largest  of  the  nations  to  choose  self-governance.  Why  the  Grass 
Roots  Oyate  spokespeople  are  condemning  such  a real  and  successful  program 
cannot  be  understood. 

The  personal  attack  on  Mr.  lames  is  illogical  and  inappropriate . He 
presented  the  tribal  members  inside  the  Red  Cloud  building  with  information 
concerning  self-governance.  Tribal  members  individually  and  together  talked 
at  length  with  him  over  the  course  o several  days.  Interest  in 
self-governance  grew.  He  has  continued  to  work  with  the  elders  of  the 
reservation  and  speak  on  KILI  radio  about  the  details  of  self-governance, 
what  it  will  mean  for  the  tribe  and  what  is  necessary  to  achieve  it.  Now 
those  same  tribal  members  are  meeting  and  working  on  the  reservation  to 
achieve  self-governance.  The  reality  is  that  they  are  simply  seeking  to  give 
the  entire  people  of  the  Nation  the  opportunity  to  choose  for  themselves, 
through  a legal,  fair  and  open  vote  if  they  want  to  be  self-governed  and  if 
they  want  to  live  according  to  traditional  tribal  practices.  Mr.  lames  and 
the  tribal  members  are  working  to  let  the  people  choose  for  themselves  so  the 
sudden  "official"  opposition  showing  up  on  the  website  raises  serious 
questions . 

Mr.  lames  appeared  at  the  Red  Cloud  building  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Grass  Roots  Oyate  which  he  received  in  an  invitation  from  Chief  Red  Cloud 
which  was  openly  and  widely  shown  to  everyone  in  the  building.  Two  events 
transpired  which  he  has  chosen  not  to  reveal  until  now  but  which  may  shed 
some  light  on  the  latest  attack.  Simply  stated,  in  two  separate  and 
semi-private  events  inside  the  building,  seen  by  those  near  what  happened  but 
occurring  outside  the  view  of  the  elders  meeting  in  the  tribal  chamber  in 
front  of  the  sacred  chankupas  Mr.  Floyd  and  first  and  then  Mr.  Dale  Looks 
Twice  a day  later  tried  to  literally  throw  out  Mr.  lames  and  his  associates 
from  the  building  so  they  could  not  do  the  work  the  tribal  elders  had  asked 
them  to  do.  A more  detailed  description  of  these  attacks  is  follows  this 
release. 

At  the  time  Mr.  lames  sought  the  will  of  the  elders,  never  imposing  any 
personal  agenda  on  them.  He  offered  to  leave  or  stay  at  their  decision.  Both 
times  he  was  asked  to  remain  and  continue  his  work.  The  result  of  the  entire 
presentation  was  the  submission  of  documents  seeking  to  notify  the  Office  Of 
Self-Governance  of  the  intent  of  8 separate  Tiyospayes  to  seek 
self-governance.  These  filings  were  done  by  each  Tiospaye  with  the  necessary 
supporting  tribal  signatures.  Because  the  tribal  financial  records  are 
currently  under  a fraud  investigation  and  those  that  are  still  on  the 
reservation  are  in  the  control  of  the  BIA/IRA  tribal  council  the  decision  was 
made  by  the  Tiyospayes  to  file  separate  rather  as  the  entire  single  tribal 
unit . 


The  separate  filing  was  deliberate  and  while  it  did  not  meet  the  technical 
requirement  of  each  tiospaye  having  3 years  of  valid  financial  record  it 
did  prevent  the  BIA/IRA  tribal  council  from  being  able  to  claim  that  it  had 
initiated  the  filing  and  take  over  control  of  the  self-governance  process. 

The  separate  filings  met  the  notice  requirement  and  protected  the  traditional 
people  as  well.  All  that  remains  to  be  done  is  to  educate  the  people  on  the 
details  of  self-governance  and  allow  them  to  freely  choose  their  own  form  of 
government.  Mr.  Dames  continues  his  work  fighting  for  the  rights  of  Nations 
seeking  to  return  to  traditional  tribal  law.  He  assisted  the  Round  Valley 
Nation  located  within  Covino  County,  California,  through  this  same  process 
and  over  weekend  of  April  14,  15,  and  16,  2000  their  reservation-wide  vote 
was  held  on  the  same  issues.  The  voter  turnout  was  the  largest  in  tribal 
history  and  the  self-governance  choice  and  the  traditional  tribal  law  based 
constitution  were  passed  by  more  than  95%  of  the  voters.  This  election  was 
supervised  by  Mr.  Dames  and  UNN  staff.  The  fact  that  so  many  tribal  members 
were  willing  to  participate  in  the  election  shows  the  freedom  which 
surrounded  the  election  their  overwhelming  desire  to  rid  themselves  of  the 
BIA/IRA  system  and  the  very  reality  of  the  Self-Governance  program. 

HISTORY 

It  is  possible  that  some  additional  facts  will  hold  the  key  to  the  latest 
attacks . 

+ The  people  inside  the  Red  Cloud  building  never  saw  the  "Official" 
releases  on  the  website  until  outside  supporters  sent  actual  downloaded  hard 
copies  from  the  website  to  the  elders  and  others. 

+ The  people  inside  the  Red  Cloud  building  did  not  know  of  Dean  Cycon's 
Danuary,  2000  letter  posted  on  the  site  claiming  their  commitment  to  the  IRA 
form  of  government. 

+ The  First  National  Bank  of  Gordon  Nebraska  handles  the  BIA/IRA  council 
tribal  funds.  The  practices  and  policies  of  this  bank  are  under  investigation 
by  various  federal  agencies.  Allegations  of  mismanagement  and  blatant 
corruption  are  and  have  been  widespread.  If  the  current  BIA/IRA  structure 
continues  it  is  very  likely  that  the  same  people  and  institutions  outside 
Pine  Ridge  that  supervise  the  current  financial  system  will  also  continue 
handling  the  funds. 

+ The  people  inside  the  Red  Cloud  building  were  prevented  from  accessing 
the  website  from  inside  the  building  by  Floyd  Hand's  wife  Natalie  who 
continually  maintained  strict  control  of  the  one  computer  in  the  open  area 
and  kept  all  but  a very  few  individuals  away  from  the  machine  itself(The 
self-governance  filings  were  done  on  equipment  brought  into  the  building  by 
UNN  staff  and  most  offices  inside  the  building  remain  locked  and  undisturbed 
and  any  computers  they  contain  remain  untouched.) 

+ Dale  Looks-Twice  worked  for  the  previous  BIA/IRA  tribal  counsel  in  the 
central  public  relations  office. 

+ The  mailing  address  posted  on  the  "official"  site  for  support  is  Floyd 
Hand's  personal  box. 

+ Floyd  Hand  was  the  bank  signatory  for  the  "donation"  account  while  such 
an  account  was  posted  on  the  site.  He  closed  the  account  and  withdrew  the 
monies  when  this  fact  became  known  throughout  Pine  Ridge.  Until  the 
downloaded  materials  from  the  website  reached  the  people  they  did  not  even 
know  of  the  account  and  there  has  never  been  a public  accounting  with 
supporting  bank  records  for  the  funds  received,  deposited  into  or  paid  out  of 
the  account. 

+ Floyd  Hand  has  publicly  stated  many  times  that  tribal  membership  must 
require  fullblood  status.  He  has  also  has  also  supported  the  position  that 
tribal  leadership  must  be  male  and  that  women  must  be  submissive.  His  tirades 
in  the  Red  Cloud  Building  tribal  meeting  chamber,  in  front  of  the  sacred 
altar  have  reduced  more  than  one  tribal  grandmother  to  tears  and  led  them  to 
leave  the  room  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

+ Floyd  Hand  was  heard,  while  seated  on  the  stage  in  the  Red  Cloud  Building 
to  threaten  to  remove  "his"  altar  and  sacred  pipes  while  Mr.  Dames  was 
speaking.  Mr.  Dames  was  present  at  the  request  of  the  elders  and  he  was 
describing  the  Self-Governance  option  and  the  creation  of  a traditional 
tribal  law  based  constitution.  Floyd  Hand  has  also  has  made  many  allegations, 
both  public  and  private,  attacking  Mr.  Dames  but  he  has  never  been  able  to 


offer  any  materials  supporting  his  charges  although  he  has  been  asked  to 
provide  the  evidence. 

+ Mr.  lames  and  all  the  UNN  people  have  received  no  money  for  their  work 
and  anyone  making  any  other  claim  has  been  warned  that  they  will  be 
immediately  charged  with  slander  and/or  libel,  international  and  federal 
sanctions  for  interfering  with  indigenous  self-determination(including  prison 
sentences  and  financial  penalties)  and  required  to  prove  their  charges. 

+ The  "new"  tribal  council  was  not  created  according  to  traditional  tribal 
law  as  it  claims.  It  was  devised  by  Floyd  Hand  and  Dale  Looks  Twice  at  a 
meeting  held  at  Bill  Mills  Hall  in  the  last  ten  days  where  the  approval  of 
the  BIA/IRA  tribal  court  was  asked  for  its  approval.  This  continues  the 
process  started  in  January  of  submitting  the  people  to  BIA/IRA  jurisdiction 
and  ignoring  the  sovereignty  rights  affirmed  in  Self-Governance. 

+ Self-Governance  is  legal  and  within  its  provision  it  recognizes 
government  to  government  status  for  the  nations.  All  legal  rights,  treaties 
and  monies  due  to  the  tribes  remain  unchanged.  The  rumors  spread  claiming 
that  self-governance  somehow  threatens  treaties  and  sovereignty  are  wrong. 

Any  other  claim  can  be  quickly  disproved  with  public  documents. 
Self-Governance  is  fully  explained  on  the  DOI  website  on  the  internet,  in  the 
U.S.  Congressional  record,  and  contained  the  federal  Code. 

+ Copies  of  the  U.S.  federal  Code  with  explanations  were  offered  to  Natalie 
Hand  and  refused  by  her.  Copies  of  the  same  were  made  available  to  other 
tribal  elders  and  are  being  discussed  on  Pine  Ridge. 

+ The  people  and  institutions  having  the  greatest  interest  in  maintaining 
the  current  system  are  the  non-tribal  bankers,  lawyers  and  accountants  being 
used  by  the  BIA/IRA  tribal  council  to  handle  tribal  money.  There  has  been  no 
legitimate  oversight  of  their  activities  until  the  recent  investigation  was 
begun.  These  non-tribal  members  have  been  charged  with  extensive  and 
longstanding  illegal  activities.  Details  of  their  activities  have  been  made 
public  in  a book  by  a former  tribal  accountant  who  was  removed  from  office 
for  efforts  to  expose  their  actions.  This  book  and  other  materials  have  been 
distributed  to  several  investigative  arms  of  the  federal  government.  As  their 
investigations  are  ongoing  no  disclosure  of  specifics  beyond  those  detailed 
in  the  book  is  possible  at  this  time.  The  agencies  involved  operate  beyond 
the  scope  of  BIA  influence. 

Possibilities 

The  facts  outlined  above  raise  a very  interesting  possibility:  Do  Floyd 
Hand  and  Dale  Looks  twice  only  want  to  remove  the  current  BIA/IRA  tribal 
government  officials  so  that  they  may  put  themselves  and  their  supporters 
into  positions  of  power  in  what  would  be  the  same  corrupt  system  but  operate 
under  a different  name?  It  cannot  be  ignored  that  while  Hand  and  Looks  Twice 
have  much  to  personally  gain  from  keeping  the  current  system  there  are  those 
with  far  more  to  lose  should  it  be  completely  removed.  With  many  millions  of 
dollars  at  stake  it  defies  logic  to  assume  that  those  who  control  that  money 
will  remain  idle  while  their  control  and  influence  are  challenged. 

The  non-tribal  people  and  institutions  managing  tribal  business  currently 
do  not  have  any  legitimate  influence  over  tribal  events.  They  present 
themselves  as  independent  financial  professionals  operating  according  to 
appropriate  professional  standards. 

To  maintain  their  power  they  must  work  through  tribal  members  who  are 
willing,  for  any  reason,  to  continue  the  current  system.  Their  efforts  can 
only  perhaps  become  visible  through  looking  at  the  actions  and  their  effects 
of  various  tribal  members.  The  question  must  always  be:  who  makes  the 
decisions  about  who  deals  with  the  money? 

A pattern  emerges  when  the  activities  of  both  Floyd  Hand  and  Dale  Looks 
Twice  are  examined  in  this  light.  At  first,  through  Cycon,  they  confirmed 
their  intention  to  remain  IRA  based.  They  even  said  it  was  the  will  of  the 
people  at  a time  when  the  people  did  not  even  know  the  statement  had  been 
made.  Now,  realizing  that  the  BIA/IRA  system  has  finally  been  discredited 
they  may  be  seeking  to  hide  their  intentions  behind  the  words 
"self-governance" . 

The  submission  of  the  "new"  council  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  BIA/IRA 
tribal  court  cannot  be  explained  away.  It  would  allow  the  current  system  to 
continue,  no  matter  what  name  it  would  work  under.  There  can  be  no  valid 


reason  to  deny  the  people  of  Pine  Ridge  the  opportunity  to  freely,  openly, 
safely  and  legally  make  the  official  choice  a referendum  would  give  them.  The 
efforts  and  motives  of  those  who  oppose  this  opportunity  deserve  the  closest 
examination  and  strongest  suspicion.  Finally,  when  the  current  crisis  is 
resolved  one  of  the  strongest  indicators  of  the  success  or  failure  of  the 
people  of  Pine  Ridge  will  be  the  names  of  the  people  and  institutions 
overseeing  the  tribal  monies. 

The  standards  of  any  official  referendum  vote  to  revamp  the  government 
must  be  of  the  highest  order.  There  must  be  accurate  record  keeping, 
thoroughly  monitored  pre  and  post  election  activities  of  all  involved  to 
assure  that  no  intimidation,  coercion,  threats  or  other  illegal  events  take 
place,  media  coverage  to  bring  the  results  to  the  world  and  assurances  that 
basic  safety  will  continue  for  all  involved..  The  Nation  of  Round  Valley, 
along  with  all  the  other  tribes  operating  self -governed,  has  proven  that 
it  can  be  done. 
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Caddo  struggle 
By  Mary  Pierpoint 
Today  correspondent 

LaRue  Parker,  Caddo  chairwoman,  fights  to  prevent  sale  of  her  ancestors. 

The  first  encounter  between  the  Caddo  Nation  and  Europeans  was  in  1542  and 
the  French  and  the  Spanish  vied  for  Caddo  territory  in  the  Mississippi  Valley 
area  in  what  is  now  Louisiana  in  the  late  17th  century. 

Now  LaRue  Parker,  chairwoman  of  the  Caddo  Nations  of  Oklahoma,  battling  to 
prevent  her  ancestors  from  being  dug  up  and  sold  to  artifact  collectors  in 
Europe. 

As  the  Caddos  were  displaced  over  and  over  again,  they  left  behind  their 
Caddoan  Mounds,  burial  and  sacred  religious  sites. 

The  Louisiana  Purchase  changed  the  lives  of  the  Caddos  forever  in  1803,  as 
Americans  moved  into  their  homelands  on  a quest  for  more  and  more  land. 
Displaced,  the  Caddos  were  sent  to  Texas.  By  1857,  the  displacement  was 
complete  - they  were  moved  to  reservations  along  the  Brazos  River.  Once  a 
nation  that  lived  in  woodlands,  the  Caddo  were  forced  on  to  semi-arid 
prairies.  Those  who  didn't  starve  or  die  from  disease  were  constantly 
harassed  by  other  displaced  tribes  in  the  area.  Yet  they  survived,  a at  a 
high  price,  leaving  all  that  was  sacred  behind. 

Their  homeland  and  dead  ancestors  were  in  the  hands  of  strangers  who  didn't 
understand  the  rich  tradition  and  culture.  The  new  landowners  and  those  who 
succeeded  them  considered  the  sacred  mounds  private  property  and  are 
disposing  of  the  artifacts  and  remains  of  the  Caddo  dead  through  sales  to 
collectors  and  museums  around  the  world. 

"Our  tribe  originally  came  from  Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Texas,"  Parker  said 
"It  was  a huge  confederacy  of  Caddos.  When  we  finally  were  moved  to  Oklahoma 
there  were  300.  We  are  now  back  to  about  4,000." 

With  no  land  base  for  protection  in  Texas,  the  Caddo  are  fighting  to  stop 
the  grave  robbing. 

"The  wholesale  selling  of  our  pottery  and  our  ancestors  is  something  we 
are  really  concerned  about,"  Parker  said.  "If  there  are  Caddo  mounds  and 
gravesites  on  private  property  in  Texas,  those  people  can  take  anything  out, 
even  the  skeletons  and  sell  them,  and  the  tribe  can't  do  anything.  There  are 
lots  of  Caddo  mounds  and  they  are  sacred  sites.  They  are  being  dug  up, 
leveled  and  used  as  farmland.  There  are  no  laws  in  Texas  like  there  are  in 
Louisiana  to  prevent  this." 

Parker  had  hoped  to  voice  her  concerns  at  the  recent  Tribal  Leader's  Summit 
in  Albuquerque.  She  hoped  the  first  step  in  stopping  the  grave  robbing  would 
be  to  help  presidential  candidates  understand  the  problem.  But,  since  none  of 


the  candidates  was  present,  her  pleas  went  unheard. 

"There  are  thousands  of  Indians  who  live  in  cities.  We  have  Caddos  who 
live  in  every  major  city  in  the  United  States.  They  have  needs,  too,  and  we 
can't  reach  all  their  needs.  The  basic  needs  of  all  tribes  are  education  and 
health.  That  is  what  we  are  trying  to  do  here,  along  with  letting  people 
know  about  the  mounds,"  she  said. 

Parker  is  aware  she  has  to  protect  current  members  of  the  Nation  as  well 
as  the  ancestors  left  behind.  She  works  hard  to  balance  the  two  as  she  tries 
to  get  legislation  passed  in  Texas  to  make  selling  Caddo  remains  and 
artifacts  against  the  law. 

"Nobody  wants  their  ancestors  dug  up,  raked  over,  sold  off.  Nobody  in  the 
world  wants  that.  Yet  it  is  happening  to  our  Native  people,  Caddos,"  she 
said,  shaking  her  head. 
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Tribe  continues  to  battle  Fallon  officials  over  new  business  site 
By  Frank  X.  Mullen  Dr. 

Reno  Gazette-Iournal 

FALLON,  Nev.  (AP)  When  Alvin  Moyle  looks  at  the  new  commercial 
development  rising  on  the  west  side  of  town,  he  sees  the  hopes,  the  pride 
and  the  future  of  his  tribe. 

Moyle,  chairman  of  the  Fallon  Paiute-Shoshone  Tribe,  is  the  prime  mover 
behind  Fox  Peak  Station,  a gas  station  and  convenience  store  on  the  corner 
of  36  acres  the  tribe  purchased  for  economic  development.  The  project, 
paid  for  with  money  from  a federal  water-rights  settlement,  is  scheduled 
to  open  next  week. 

"We  are  looking  for  Fox  Peak  to  work  for  the  tribe,"  Moyle  said.  "The 
government  wanted  the  settlement  money  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  tribe. 

The  idea  is  for  the  money  to  be  invested,  not  just  be  received,  disbursed 
and  gone." 

After  construction  began  in  1998,  the  project  overcame  delays  and  city 
of  Fallon's  refusal  to  provide  utilities  unless  the  Indians  relinquished 
sovereignty  status  for  the  site. 

Under  U.S.  law,  tribes  have  the  same  sovereign  status  as  nations  and 
other  governments.  They  are  not  subject  to  local  laws  and  get  a break  on 
taxes . 

The  tribe  bought  the  land  in  1997  for  $1.3  million,  federal  money 
earmarked  for  the  tribes  economic  development.  The  tribe  of  about  1,200 
members  then  spent  more  than  $1  million  to  build  the  station,  the  first 
phase  of  the  project. 

City  officials  said  they  wouldn't  extend  services  or  utilities  to  Fox 
Peak  unless  the  tribe  allowed  the  property  to  fall  under  city,  not  tribal, 
authority. 

The  officials  see  their  opposition  as  a complex  legal  issue,  but  in  a 
federal  lawsuit,  the  tribe  has  claimed  city  officials  are  being  racist. 

"The  heart  of  it  is  that  there  are  two  sovereigns  occupying  the  same 
area,"  said  Michael  F.  Mackedon,  Fallon  city  attorney.  "This  can't  be 
reducible  to  racism.  It's  a question  of  an  area  being  subject  to  the 
authority  of  the  city  or  the  authority  of  the  tribe." 

Treva  3.  Flearne,  lawyer  for  the  tribe,  said  economic  racism  is  at  the 
heart  of  the  dispute.  She  said  the  city  doesn't  want  the  Indians  competing 
with  Fallons  other  businesses. 

"It  is  racially  based,"  she  said.  "The  city  claims  it's  an  issue  of 
sovereignty,  but  the  only  people  capable  of  having  such  an  issue  are 
Native  Americans.  Of  course,  it's  racial." 


Fallon  Mayor  Ken  Tedford  said  last  week  that  he  would  not  comment  on  the 
opening  of  Fox  Peak  because  the  matter  is  under  litigation. 

While  the  tribes  lawsuit  winds  its  way  through  court,  Moyle  and  the 
tribal  council  found  ways  to  get  around  the  city's  opposition. 

The  city  refused  to  hook  the  development  to  its  sewer  system,  so  the 
tribe  built  a septic  tank  for  Fox  Peak  Station.  Fallon  wouldn't  give  them 
electricity,  so  the  tribe  contracted  with  Sierra  Pacific,  which  ran  wires 
to  Fox  Peak. 

Tribal  police  will  provide  law  enforcement.  Fallon  Naval  Air  Station 
will  provide  fire  protection.  The  city's  services  are  out  of  the  picture. 

"We  had  hoped  the  city  would  welcome  our  business,  just  as  they  would 
have  welcomed  a Kmart  or  any  other  development,"  Moyle  said.  "We've  been 
here  forever,  and  we  hoped  our  entry  into  the  business  arena  would  have 
been  smoother." 
snip 
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UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  In  re  suit  to  quiet  title  to  that  portion  of  the 
bed  and  banks  of  Coeur  d'  Alene  Lake  and  the  St.  Doe  River  lying  within  the 
exterior  boundaries  of  the  1873  Coeur  d'  Alene  Reservation, 
Plaintiff-counter-  defendant.  Appellee, 

v. 

STATE  OF  IDAHO,  Defendant-counter-claimant,  Appellant-Cross-Appellee, 

v. 

COEUR  D'  ALENE  TRIBE  OF  IDAHO,  Plaintiff-intervenor,  Appellee- 
Cross-Appellant  . 

No.  98-35831  98-35847 

United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit 
D.C.  No.  CV-94-00328-E JL 

Appeals  from  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Idaho 
Edward  3.  Lodge,  District  Judge,  Presiding  Argued  and  Submitted  December  9, 
1999  --  Seattle,  Washington  Before:  Thomas  M.  Reavley, [ FOOTNOTE  1]  Stephen 
Reinhardt,  and  M.  Margaret  McKeown,  Circuit  Judges. 

COUNSEL 

Steven  W.  Strack,  Deputy  Attorney  General,  Natural  Resources  Division, 
Boise,  Idaho,  for  defendant-counter-claimant,  appellant-cross-appellee 
State  of  Idaho. 

Hank  Meshorer,  United  States  Department  of  Justice,  Environmental  and 
Natural  Resources  Division,  Washington,  D.C.,  for 
plaintiff-counter-defendant,  appellee  United  States  of  America. 

Raymond  C.  Givens,  Givens,  Funke  & Work,  Coeur  d'  Alene,  Idaho,  for 
plaintiff-intervenor,  appellee-cross-appellant  Coeur  d'  Alene  Tribe  of 
Idaho . 

Filed  May  2,  2000 
McKEOWN,  Circuit  Judge: 

At  issue  in  this  case  is  the  ownership  of  submerged  lands  lying  within  the 
present-day  boundaries  of  the  Coeur  d'  Alene  Indian  Reservation,  which  was 
originally  set  aside  by  executive  order  in  1873.  After  a nine-day  trial 
involving  multiple  expert  and  lay  witnesses,  extensive  written  reports, 
scientific  studies,  and  historical  documents,  the  district  court  issued  a 


lengthy  and  meticulous  decision  in  which  it  concluded  that  the  United  States 
retained  these  submerged  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  Coeur  d'  Alene  Indian 
Tribe  (the  "Tribe"  ).  The  court  thus  entered  an  order  quieting  title  to  the 
beds  and  banks  of  the  Coeur  d'  Alene  Lake  (the  "Lake"  ) and  the  St.  Doe 
River [FOOTNOTE  2]  (collectively,  the  "submerged  lands"  ) in  favor  of  the 
United  States,  as  trustee,  and  the  Tribe,  as  the  beneficially  interested 
party  of  the  trusteeship.  The  State  of  Idaho  (the  "State"  ) appeals  that 
order  along  with  related  orders  giving  the  Tribe  exclusive  right  to  these 
submerged  lands.  We  affirm  the  judgment  of  the  district  court.  Congress'  s 
course  of  conduct  in  the  late  1880s  --  in  the  years  immediately  preceding 
Idaho'  s statehood  in  1890  --  demonstrates  that  it  intended  to  defeat  the 
State'  s title  to  submerged  lands  within  the  1873  reservation. 

The  Tribe  cross-appeals  the  district  court'  s refusal  to  adjudicate  the 
ownership  of  other  submerged  lands  located  within  what  is  now  Heyburn  State 
Park  (the  "Park"  ).  These  lands  were  part  of  the  Tribe'  s reservation  until 
1911,  when  the  United  States  conveyed  them  to  Idaho  to  establish  a park.  We 
affirm  the  court'  s decision  with  respect  to  the  Park  because  the  complaint, 
read  as  a whole,  excludes  lands  within  the  Park  and  the  United  States 
expressly  disclaimed  any  intent  to  quiet  title  to  such  lands, 
snip 
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Sunday,  30  April  2000 
Tribe's  own  college  opens 
Benjie  Sanders  / Staff 

Amy  Siquieros  takes  a medical  terminology  class  at  new  Tohono  O'odham 
Community  College. 

By  Sarah  Garrecht  Gassen 
Arizona  Daily  Star 

But  now  she's  back  with  her  family  in  Sells,  on  the  Tohono  O'odham 
Reservation,  taking  classes  at  the  new  community  college  close  to  home. 

"I  had  to  leave  my  family,  which  was  hard,  because  I just  knew  I 
couldn't  support  myself  and  them  in  Tucson,"  said  Siquieros,  28. 

"I  had  wanted  to  come  back  for  a long  time,  but  I didn't  want  to 
disappoint  anybody,  even  myself,  by  leaving  school." 

Tohono  O'odham  Community  College  opened  in  January  with  105  students 
enrolled.  The  college  will  offer  a dozen  classes  this  summer  and  kick  into 
full  swing  for  the  fall  semester,  said  interim  President  Richard  Duran. 

In  addition  to  creating  jobs  and  providing  education  and  job  skills,  the 
tribe  hopes  the  college  will  attract  industry  and  become  a cultural  hub, 
where  people  can  study  O'odham  language,  art  and  history. 

Tribal  leaders  also  hope  the  college  will  help  counteract  American 
Indian  dropout  rates  at  other  schools  by  giving  students  the  "opportunity 
to  pursue  higher  education  in  a comfortable  setting,"  said  Chairman 
Austin  Nunez  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation's  San  Xavier  District. 

"But  we're  not  by  any  means  saying  that  TOCC  is  any  easier.  The 
standards  are  the  same." 

TOCC  is  the  second  tribal  college  in  Arizona,  joining  Dine'  College  on 
the  Navajo  Reservation.  There  are  32  tribal  colleges  in  the  United  States. 

Classes  are  open  to  non-O'odham  students. 

The  tribe's  Legislative  Council  approved  the  school's  charter  and 
dedicated  $1.4  million  from  gaming  profits  in  1998  and  has  committed  an 
additional  $71  million  over  five  years.  The  tribe  operates  the  Desert 
Diamond  Casino  near  Tucson  International  Airport  and  the  Golden  Fla:san 
near  Why,  about  100  miles  west  of  Tucson.  A third  casino  is  under 
construction  at  Interstate  19  and  Pima  Mine  Road,  a few  miles  north  of 


Green  Valley. 

Crystal  Manuel,  23,  is  taking  a medical  terminology  class  to  help  with 
her  job  as  a medical  clerk  at  Sells  Hospital.  Her  goal  is  to  attend 
nursing  school  and  become  a registered  nurse. 

She  said  her  class  is  filled  with  people  seeking  to  improve  skills  for 
jobs  they  already  have  and  students  building  job  skills,  as  well  as 
mothers  who  just  want  to  know  medical  terminology  when  their  kids  go  to 
the  doctor. 

Manuel  and  Siquieros  agreed  that  the  opportunity  to  attend  college  close 
to  home  is  huge  for  people  who  used  to  have  to  choose  between  a long  daily 
commute  or  leaving  the  reservation  to  pursue  higher  education. 

"We're  a lot  of  tight-knit  families  down  here,"  Manuel  said.  "This  makes 
it  easier  because  our  support  is  here.  If  we're  in  Tucson  our  support  is 
an  hour  away. 

"My  work  is  here,  too,  and  with  work  and  family  and  school  in  one  place, 
it  really  helps  - I benefit  a lot  from  having  the  classes  here, " she 
said . 

Few  American  Indians  attend  Pima  Community  College  or  the  University  of 
Arizona.  Even  fewer  graduate. 

According  to  figures  from  fall  1998,  American  Indians  made  up  3 percent, 
or  932,  of  the  roughly  28,000  students  at  Pima  Community  College. 

In  1999,  American  Indians  or  Alaskan  Natives  accounted  for  2.2  percent, 
or  755,  of  the  University  of  Arizona's  roughly  34,000  students. 

Of  the  102  American  Indians  who  enrolled  as  freshmen  at  the  UA  in  1993, 
almost  half  did  not  return  for  their  sophomore  year;  after  six  years,  only 
18  percent  had  graduated  and  7 percent  were  still  enrolled. 

TOCC  will  merge  with  the  Career  Center,  which  currently  offers  trade 
apprenticeship  programs  in  Sells  through  Pima  Community  College. 

The  school  is  now  offering  classes  at  the  Career  Center  office,  which 
was  built  by  the  apprenticeship  students,  and  a few  other  places 
throughout  Sells. 

The  college  will  do  an  assessment  to  determine  where  on  the  4,600- 
square-mile  reservation  "second-largest  in  the  United  States  and  about 
the  size  of  Connecticut"  to  eventually  build  a campus,  Duran  said. 

TOCC  has  applied  for  several  grants  that  would  allow  it  to  hook  up 
remote  areas  with  the  Sells  location  for  long-distance  classes,  he  said. 

Duran  is  now  doing  an  assessment  to  determine  what  degree  and 
certificate  programs  to  offer  first. 

Business,  accounting,  education  and  nursing  programs  "all  needed  on  the 
reservation"  top  the  list. 

Siqueiros  plans  to  become  a junior  high  school  history  teacher  in  Sells 
after  she  finishes  her  education. 

She  hopes  to  finish  her  associate's  degree  at  TOCC,  but  now  takes 
electives  because  of  the  limited  courses. 

General  education  programs  designed  to  transfer  to  a university  will 
also  be  offered,  Duran  said. 

"We  want  to  be  very  selective  in  the  first  few  years  and  do  only  what  we 
can  handle,"  he  said. 

"Part  of  the  mission  for  the  college  is  to  maintain  and  enhance  the 
Tohono  O'odham  culture,  or  Himdag,  which  is  the  word  for  'the  O'odham  way 
of  knowing  things.'  " 

The  college  will  offer  courses  in  O'odham  language,  art,  culture  and 
history,  Duran  said. 

"For  example,  in  music,  we  could  create  a course  in  drumming,  using 
culturally  relevant  material,"  he  said.  "That's  part  of  the  goal, 
especially  for  younger  people,  to  maintain  and  enhance  knowledge  of  the 
culture. " 

TOCC  will  also  offer  courses  to  meet  specific  needs.  Conversational 
O'odham  is  planned  for  the  summer.  The  Department  of  Public  Safety 
requested  it  so  officers  can  sharpen  their  language  skills. 

TOCC  will  be  eligible  to  apply  for  accreditation  from  the  North  Central 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  in  three  to  four  years,  Duran  said. 
That  will  make  students  eligible  for  federal  financial  aid,  he  said. 

In  the  meantime  students  will  be  co-enrolled  at  PCC,  because  most 
transfer  or  certificate  programs  require  coursework  from  an  accredited 


school . 

Courses  cost  the  same  as  at  PCC,  $35  per  credit  hour  next  fall,  Duran 
said . 

TOCC  will  also  seek  recognition  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  That 
would  make  the  college  eligible  for  federal  funding,  which  is  now  about  $3, 
000  per  student. 

TOCC  will  not  be  part  of  the  Arizona  community  college  system. 

Three  vice  presidents  have  been  hired,  and  a search  for  an  American 
Indian  president  will  begin  in  the  fall,  said  Duran,  who  is  on  loan  from 
PCC,  where  he's  a dean  at  the  Downtown  Campus,  until  October  2001. 

TOCC  is  hiring  for  teaching  positions  and  plans  to  have  25  adjunct 
professors  by  the  fall  semester. 

For  more  information  about  the  college,  call  (520)383-8401. 

"RE : N.  A.  Inmate  as  President"  

Date:  Thu,  4 May  2000  20:27:25  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms(a)SERV.NET> 

Sub j : N.A.  inmate  as  president 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/ local /html98/tr a h_199911 28. html 

Seattle  Times: 

Native  American  inmate  as  president  not  a far-fetched  idea 
Posted  at  09:45  p.m.  PST;  Sunday,  November  28,  1999 
Mark  Trahant  <mtrahant@seattletimes . com> 

Times  Staff  Columnist 

A few  months  ago  I was  in  Yelm  visiting  with  an  American  Indian 
elder.  We  chatted  about  the  twists  and  turns  that  one  day  become  our 
future. 

Who  knows  what's  coming,  lanet  McCloud  said  with  a laugh:  "Perhaps 
Leonard  will  even  be  president." 

As  far-fetched  as  that  may  sound  at  home,  across  the  globe  it  is  a 
notion  that  makes  sense.  If  South  African  prisoner  Nelson  Mandela 
could  move  from  a cell  to  the  world  stage,  why  not  Leonard  Peltier, 
one  of  America's  most  famous  inmates? 

"I  am  distressed,  saddened  and  outraged  that  so  many  Americans 
have  forgotten,  or  perhaps  never  known,  who  he  is  and  what  he 
represents,"  writes  former  U.S.  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark  in  the 
introduction  to  Peltier's  new  book,  "Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  a 
Sundance . " 

Peltier  may  be  better  known  outside  the  United  States. 

"Enlightened  people  around  the  world  see  in  him  the  struggle  for  all 
indigenous  people  for  their  lives,  their  dignity,  their  sovereignty 
and  their  future,"  Clark  writes. 

Peltier's  cause  has  been  championed  by  dozens  of  world  leaders, 
including  Mandela.  And  as  delegates  arrive  for  this  week's  World 
Trade  Organization  conference,  the  Peltier  case  is  a reminder  the 
world  has  different  perceptions  of  U.S.  justice  than  most  of  us  hold 
at  home. 

This  chapter  of  our  nation's  story  began  a quarter-century  ago  on 
the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  On  Dune  26,  1975,  FBI 
agents  Ronald  Williams  and  lack  Coler  chased  a robbery  suspect  onto 
the  reservation.  Shots  were  exchanged  between  the  FBI  and  members  of 
the  American  Indian  Movement.  The  agents  were  surrounded,  wounded  and 
shot  fatally  in  the  head. 

But  the  atmosphere  at  Pine  Ridge  then  was  one  of  war,  not  law 
enforcement.  Confusion  ran  so  deep  that  the  government  could  not  win 
convictions  against  three  suspects. 

The  case  against  Peltier  proceeded  on  a different  track.  Fie  was 
arrested  in  Canada,  then  tried  in  Fargo,  N.D.,  and  convicted  of 
murder  by  a jury  that  had  no  sense  of  context  about  the  events  on 
Pine  Ridge.  Ever  since,  the  White  House  has  been  flooded  with 
petitions  to  grant  Peltier  clemency  - prompting  an  equally  intense 
response  from  those  who  believe  in  his  guilt. 

A recent  letter  from  former  FBI  agents  calls  Peltier  a "thug."  It 


argues  that  he  was  fairly  convicted  and  that  two  appellate  courts 
rightly  refused  to  rehear  his  case. 

"Mr.  President,  since  Leonard  Peltier  couldn't  fool  the  federal 
courts,  he  is  now  trying  to  fool  you  and  the  public,"  said  the 
agents,  who  have  run  newspaper  ads  across  America.  "Don't  let  him  get 
away  with  it.  Sympathy  is  appropriate  only  for  the  dead  heroes  and 
their  surviving  families." 

But  what  if  the  trial  evidence  was  wrong?  What  if  the  first  trial 
was  unfair?  Then  is  justice  still  served? 

Earlier  this  month  a Canadian  official  posed  those  same  questions. 

"I  don't  know  whether  or  not  Peltier  fired  those  fatal  shots," 
wrote  Warren  Allmand,  Canada's  minister  of  Indian  affairs.  "But  I am 
convinced  that  there  was  fraud  and  misconduct  at  both  the  extradition 
and  trial  - and  the  benefit  of  doubt  should  favor  a new  trial." 

Documents  released  under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  show  that 
FBI  testimony  misled  the  jury.  Tougher  critics,  including  Clark,  say 
the  government  "suborned  our  whole  system  of  justice." 

Peltier,  now  55,  is  serving  two  life  sentences  at  a federal  prison 
in  Kansas.  Fie  writes  in  his  book  that  Mandela  is  "living  proof  that 
the  edict  of  the  people  outweighs  the  verdict  of  the  government." 

But  as  I watch  the  world  twist  and  turn,  I again  hear  McCloud's 
laugh . 

Who  knows  what's  coming  next? 

Mark  Trahant's  column  appears  Sunday  and  Thursday 

His  phone  message  number  is  206-464-8517 

E-mail  Comments  to  Editor  : Opinion@seatimes.com 

Copyright  (c)  2000  The  Seattle  Times  Company 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/general/ copyright . html 

"RE:  Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  8 May  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Daniels,  Larry 
#189777 

H.  U.  4-86  l.C.C.C. 

PO  Box  900 

lefferson  City,  MO  65102 

Darnell,  Perry  Wayne 
Boyd  Unit 
Rt.  2 Box  500 
Teague,  TX  75860 
Ancestry:  Kiowa/Tonkawa 

Davis,  Dale  Nelson 

#217-638 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot 


Doolin,  Timothy  Allieun 
#502716 

18701  Old  Hwy  66 
Pacific,  MO  63069 
Date  of  Birth:  9/14/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

DuBry,  Lloyde  S. 

#42142  K-202 
LCF  PO  Box  2 
Lansing,  KS  66043 
Date  of  Birth:  3/20/60 
Ancestry:  Sioux/Blackfoot 

East,  lackie  Wayne 
2294  Slagle  Rd 
Leesville,  LA  71446 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 


http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 
Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 
Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 
communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 
incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 
and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Janet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 
Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : Grazing  Permit"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Apr  2000  19:21:49  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Grazing  Permit 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

A young  Navajo  man  by  the  name  of  Irv  came  into  see  me,  he  got  back 
into  town  late  last  night  and  dropped  by.  He  comes  from  Pueblo  Pintado, 
somewhere  near  there  on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

Like  many  he  goes  home  on  weekends  to  help  out.  He  used  to  go  quite  a 
bit,  hauling  hay,  grain,  fencing  materials  and  would  head  out  Friday  at 
noon  and  get  back  for  work  by  Monday  at  7 in  the  morning. 

His  father  raised  him,  and  like  many  of  us  had  to  make  his  own  way, 

going  to  Ft.  Wingate  to  boarding  school.  He  got  a job  near  here  and 
married  a girl  from  Smith  Lake,  but  she  was  adopted  out  when  she  was 
young  and  knows  more  about  city  life  than  the  reservation.  She  will  go 
with  him  but  only  when  she  has  to,  but  Irv  goes  home  all  the  time. 

I met  his  father  and  mother,  they  are  traditional  people,  we  camped  by 
one  another  one  time,  building  a chaoh,  shade  house  which  we  used  way 
up  here  in  Utah.  His  father  was  a good  man,  who  silversmithed  until  his 
eyes  got  bad.  He  passed  away  last  year.  His  brothers  stayed  with  his 
mother  on  the  rez,  and  he  would  go  home  to  check  on  her. 

He  came  in  and  told  me  his  brother  now  has  the  grazing  permit,  it  is  in 

his  name.  When  he  got  home,  he  found  out  his  mother  had  given  it  to  his 

brother.  Irv  was  upset,  because  he  had  left  the  rez  to  improve  himself, 
to  get  ahead  and  hopefully  to  eventually  move  back.  No,  with  a surety 
that  one  day  that  place  would  be  his,  since  he  is  the  eldest.  He  made 
many  pilgrimages  home  to  help  with  cutting  firewood,  hauling  hay, 
taking  them  to  town.  He  used  to  mention  his  brothers  partied  alot  and 
he  would  have  help  out  when  they  got  in  trouble,  or  something  was  left 
undone,  like  not  enough  grain  for  the  few  cows  they  had.  He  would  drive 
all  night  and  drop  off  a few  sacks  and  head  back. 

His  mother  told  him,  she  gave  the  grazing  permit  to  his  brother,  the 
one  who  got  in  trouble  all  the  time.  When  he  got  home  his  brother  told 
him,  that  Irv  no  longer  had  a say  over  anything  there  since  he  had 
moved  away.  Irv  asked  his  mother  about  this  and  he  could  not  understand 
it.  I listened  to  what  he  had  to  say,  the  bitterness  of  it  was  thick  in 
his  voice. 

I told  him,  that  I used  to  work  at  Navajo  Land  Administration  and  that 
part  of  my  work  involved  trying  to  resolve  land  disputes.  You  see 
grazing  permits  are  the  nearest  thing  to  a land  deed  there  is  on  the 
rez.  So  whoever  controls  the  grazing  permits  controls  use  of  the  land. 


The  BIA  maintains  the  permits  and  won't  issue  anymore  than  the  14000 
allocated  to  the  Navajo  Reservation.  This  means  that  with  300,000  with 
a median  age  of  19  that  only  14,000  individuals  control  the  use  of  the 
land.  It  is  the  one  divisive  issue  that  makes  enemies  of  brothers, 
sisters,  aunts,  uncles  and  cousins,  because  the  holder  of  the  permit 
can  literally  throw  you  off  the  land  if  they  choose  too. 

Sitting  at  land  administration  where  a family  was  disputing  because  a 
brother  who  inherited  the  grazing  permit  threw  his  sister  off  the  land, 
even  though  she  had  a house  there  and  had  been  living  there  for  15 
years.  She  had  to  leave.  We  were  trying  to  work  out  an  arrangement 
between  them.  When  she  came  in,  she  sat  down  and  then  whipped  her 
brother  with  a piece  of  barbed  wire.  She  did  this  because  her  brother 
had  thrown  her  off  the  land.  The  wounds  from  such  a thing  run  deep  and 
last  a lifetime  with  some  disputes  going  back  two  generations. 

I told  Irv,  that  the  BIA  will  not  divide  the  grazing  permit  and  it  must 
go  to  one  member  of  the  family.  In  this  case,  she  had  to  give  it 
someone  who  is  living  there.  It  is  the  way  it  is  done  on  the  Navajo 
Reservation.  With  so  many  young  people  out  trying  to  get  ahead,  they 
hope  to  return  to  their  native  land  to  live,  but  without  some  reform, 
the  14,000  grazing  permit  ceiling  creates  hardship  for  them.  The 
grazing  permit  holder  must  give  consent  even  for  construction  of  a home 
on  the  land. 

One  area  that  comes  to  mind  is  the  Fort  Defiance  Veteran  Cemetary,  it 
is  full.  People  are  being  buried  in  the  nooks  and  crannies.  The  roads 
through  the  cemetary  are  now  plots  and  there  is  no  more  room.  The 
adjacent  grazing  permit  holders  will  not  consent  to  the  release  of  5 
acres  to  add  to  the  cemetary.  In  some  cases  grazing  permit  holders  are 
provided  compensation  for  use  of  the  land,  such  as  in  the  case  of  the 
high  school  near  Burnside  Junction.  The  grazing  permit  holders  family 
there  received  paved  roads,  sewer,  a windmill,  stock  watering, 
pipelines  and  monetary  compensation  to  buy  furniture  and  jobs  with  the 
school  district. 

I spoke  to  Irv  about  this,  this  young  man  from  Pintado,  he  was  angry 
and  upset.  I explained  that  there  needs  to  be  reform  to  this  antiquated 
system,  but  it  would  take  a one  term  Navajo  President  and  likewise  a 
one  term  Navajo  Nation  Council.  In  past  elections,  I have  gone  to 
Shiprock  to  the  candidates  forum  and  put  this  problem  and  question  to 
each  of  the  candidates  to  see  what  there  response  would  be.  None  of 
them  would  answer  it,  they  merely  said  it  will  take  study.  All  this 
talk  did  no  good  to  Irv,  he  sat  sourfaced  in  front  of  me.  In  the  end  he 
said  to  me,  you  know  it  is  no  ones  fault,  but  my  own.  I chose  to  leave 
home,  when  I should  have  stayed  and  this  is  what  I get  it.  I am  alone 
now  and  it  is  my  fault. 

Another  family  divided  over  land.... 
rustywire 


"RE : Poem:  Eagles  Cry"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Apr  2000  23:01:35  -0400 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere. net> 
Sub j : Eagles  Cry 

Eagles  Cry 

Eagles  soar 
lifted  on  the  winds 
rising  on  gentle  currents 
effortless  beauty 
guided  by  Creators  plan 

We  can  but  watch 
in  admiration 
at  the  effortless  flight 
the  gentle  glide 
soaring  on  high 


Yet  Eagle  teaches  us 
in  every  instance 
at  every  turn 
always  and  forever 
we  learn 

An  Eagles  flight 
so  graceful 

an  Eagle  facing  a storm 
grows  in  strength 
in  blessings 

For  Eagle  knows 
Creator  holds  us 
guides  our  path 
if  we  have  the  faith 
of  Eagles 

For  one  lesson 
Eagle  knows 
and  we  must  learn 
lies  there  on  the  wind 
for  all  to  see 

To  hear  the  Eagles  cry 
circling  overhead 
Remember  to  be 

as  thankful  for  the  struggle 
as  for  the  dream 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker 
copyright  2000 

— "RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  — - 

Date:  Mon,  01  May  2000  06:26:33  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  14-20 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

14 

The  fruits  of  the  land  sustain  me. 

15 

The  sun  bathes  me  in  its  perfect  warmth. 

16 

All  needs  draw  upon  the  Source  of  mana  within. 

17 

A lei  of  blessings  I weave  for  you. 

18 

Come  to  me  in  the  first  light  of  dawning,  when  all  things 
are  begun  anew. 

19 

The  setting  sun  flashes  briefly  green  upon  the  surface  of 
the  ocean. 

20 

The  islands  rise  up  from  the  ocean  floor  to  greet  the  sky 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 


(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE ; A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  01  May  2000  22:13:58  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - April  20,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STHOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
-FROM  THE- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


VOL.  XV.  FRIDAY,  April  20,  1900  NUMBER  25 


THE  BLUE-BIRD. 


A blue-bird  blue  as  an  Easter  sky- 
Sang  from  a beech-bough  brown  and  dry 
A little  song  that  was  half  a sigh. 

She  sang  to  heaven  as  pure  souls  do; 

But  the  only  heaven  she  ever  knew 

Was  the  sun-filled  air  with  its  roof  of  blue. 

"Dear  heaven,"  - this  was  the  soft  refrain  - 

Let  the  trees  laugh  out  into  leaf  again- 

Let  the  earth  grow  green  with  the  springing  grain!: 

Alas,  and  alas!  ere  the  night  was  o'er 
The  east  wind  rose  with  a mighty  roar. 

And  the  rain  through  the  beechen  boughs  did  pour. 

And  the  blue-bird  - who  can  tell  the  rest? 

The  fears  that  fought  in  her  little  breast 
While  there  was  no  sun,  no  spring,  no  nest! 

Three  days  - three  nights  of  the  wild  March  rain. 
And  the  great  sun  smiled  on  the  world  again. 

And  the  blue-bird  piped  to  the  sunlit  plain 

"Dear  sun  in  heaven,  for  days  of  grief. 

Let  the  trees  laugh  out  into  tender  leaf; 

Let  the  fields  grow  green  with  the  coming  sheaf!" 

WILD  INDIANS  I HAVE  KNOWN. 


Old  Blue  Bonnet  was  as  thoroughly  unregenerate  a pagan  and  as 
incorrigible  an  Indian  as  ever  I knew.  He  steadfastly  refused  to  make 
any  concessions  to  the  white  man,  even  in  the  matter  of  dress,  and 
still  clung  to  a dirty  handkerchief,  wound  turban-wise  about  his  head, 
when  nearly  every  other  man  in  the  tribe  had  adopted  a hat.  As  for 
pantaloons,  he  repudiated  them  utterly,  and  leggings,  made  of  cotton 
cloth  that  had  once  been  white,  were  his  summer  and  winter  attire.  It 
was  laughable  to  see  him  the  recipient  of  innumerable  old  hats  and 
cast-off  pairs  of  trousers  from  benevolent  white  people,  who  pitied  his 
apparent  poverty.  These  he  accepted  with  a great  show  of  gratitude, 
chuckled  over  in  private,  and  in  the  end  graciously  bestowed  upon 
somebody  else. 


Blue  Bonnet  had  two  passions:  an  unconquerable  love  of  the  chase,  and 
a passion  for  "ituhanpi,"  or  giving  away.  He  periodically  made  feasts 
and  gave  away  all  his  possessions  with  the  reckless,  yet  calculating 
Indian  generosity;  careless  of  beggary  but  greedy  of  fame  and  praise! 
Every  summer  he  set  out  upon  the  annual  deer-hunt  - a tradition  that 
few  but  he  continued  to  observe,  since  each  year  it  led  him  farther  from 
home  and  proved  more  disappointing  in  its  results. 

He  had  two  wives,  in  accordance  with  the  old  Indian  custom  - one,  a 
woman  of  nearly  his  own  age,  (which  was  fully  fifty,)  the  other  a girl 
of  eighteen.  The  first  ministered  faithfully  to  his  comfort  and  humored 
all  his  eccentricities;  but  the  young  wife,  as  usual,  was  the  favorite. 
Pretty  she  was,  but  very  wilful;  and  knowing  that  the  Indian  agent  would 
not  enforce  his  claim  upon  her,  she  repeatedly  ran  away  from  her  queer 
husband,  but  was  always  fetched  home  again! 

I was  astonished  when  I heard,  one  day,  that  Blue  Bonnet  and  both  his 
wives  had  been  baptized;  for  he  was  exceedingly  superstitious,  and  took 
part  in  many  of  the  heathen  cere- 
[continued  page  4] 
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The  Indian  School  at  Fort  Shaw,  Montana,  recently  gave  an 
entertainment  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Choteau  which  was  so  successful 
that  it  may  be  repeated  before  long.  Comment  in  the  local  papers  is 
kind  and  flattering.  The  band,  says  the  Teton  Chronicle,  consists  of  22 
pieces,  and  furnishes  a high  class  of  music  that  is  seldom  excelled  by 
bands  of  large  cities.  It  also  mentions  that  the  discipline  of  the 
students  was  noticeably  good  - far  in  advance  of  that  of  average  white 
children . 

Base  Ball  Schedule  for  1900. 

Sat.  April  7th,  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  lost  6 to  7. 

Wednesday,  April  11th,  Mercersburg  at  Mercersburg;  lost  11  to  12. 

Thursday,  April  12th,  Syracuse  here;  won  7 to  5. 

Wednesday,  April  18th,  Lebanon  Valley  College  at  Lebanon;  tie  4 to  4. 

Saturday,  April  21st,  Cornell  at  Ithaca. 

Thursday,  April  26th,  our  second  team  at  Mercersburg. 

Thursday,  May  3rd,  Susquehanna,  here. 

Sat.,  May  5th,  Mercersburg,  here. 

Sat.,  May  12th,  Albright,  here. 

Wed.,  May  16th,  Lehigh  at  South  Bethlehem. 

Sat.,  May  19th,  Albright  at  Myerstown. 

Sat.,  May  26th,  Bucknell  at  Lewisburg. 


Tuesday,  May  29th,  Gettysburg,  here. 

Wed.,  May  30th,  Pennsylvania  R.R.Y.M.C.A.  at  Philadelphia. 

Sat.,  Dune  2,  Lafayette  at  Easton. 

Sat.,  Dune  9,  Gettysburg  at  Gettysburg. 

Wed.,  Dune  13th,  State  at  State. 

The  Band  discoursed  sweet  music  on  the  campus  on  Monday  evening. 

Miss  Senseney  went  to  Pittsburg  Easter  Sunday  for  a week's  visit. 

The  Baseball  game  with  Syracuse  last  Thursday  resulted  7 to  5 in  favor 
of  our  boys. 

Frank  Yarlot  and  lottie  Harris  are  doing  clerical  work  in  Miss 
Luckenbach's  office. 

Dr.  Montezuma,  who  accompanied  the  Band  on  its  recent  tour,  has 
returned  to  his  practice  in  Chicago. 

Mrs.  Baird,  wife  of  Agent  Baird  of  Santee,  was  here  between  trains  on 
her  way  to  her  home  in  Nebraska. 

A complete  history  of  the  Carlisle  "Outing,"  covering  the  successful 
experience  of  twenty  years,  has  just  been  prepared  at  the  request  of  the 
Indian  Office. 

Invitations  have  been  received  to  the  Thirtysecond  Anniversary 
Exercises  of  Hampton  Institute.  The  date  is  Thursday,  April  26th,  and 
there  is  to  be  a Conference  on  the  day  previous,  in  which  Dr.  Curry,  Mr. 
Walter  Page,  Mr.  Booker  Washington  and  others  interested  in  Southern 
education  will  take  part. 

The  Band  arrived  from  Boston  and  New  York  on  Sunday  morning.  The  boys 
report  large  and  appreciative  audiences  and  a good  time  generally.  Mr. 
Dennison  Wheelock  was  entertained  by  a Musicians'  Club  in  Boston  and 
received  many  compliments  upon  his  original  work. 

Nora  Damison  writes  of  attending  a Home  Missionary  meeting  in 
Philadelphia  with  Martha  Enos.  They  were  surprised  to  hear  a lady  say 
that  if  she  were  an  Indian  maiden  she  would  not  want  to  be  civilized. 

She  would  run  away  from  the  school!  There  are  a few  white  people  who 
talk  as  if  they  did  not  believe  in  civilization,  but  it  will  hardly  do 
to  take  them  too  seriously. 

EASTER. 

The  day  was  a perfect  Spring  one  after  a cold  and  backward  season. 

The  maples  on  the  school  campus  were  dressed  in  fringes  of  scarlet,  the 
birds  were  singing  and  everyone  seemed  happy.  Fourteen  hundred  Easter 
eggs  had  been  colored  for  the  children.  The  Club  tables  were  tastefully 
decorated  with  red  and  white  azaleas  and  brilliantly  colored  eggs.  At 
the  Sunday  School  several  of  the  pupil  teachers  spoke  on  the 
Resurrection . 

The  platform  was  beautifully  adorned  with  flowers  for  the  afternoon 
service,  and  there  was  special  Easter  music  and  an  Easter  sermon  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Hagerty.  Many  attended  the  different  churches  in  town. 
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"April  showers  bring  May  flowers." 

The  Spring  shirt-waist  is  in  blossom. 

Twenty-three  girls  left  for  country  homes  yesterday. 

Some  of  these  April  days  are  less  "rare"  than  "raw." 

Major  Pratt  was  in  Chambersburg,  on  business,  one  day  this  week. 

Grease  the  screen  door  hinges!  It  will  soon  be  fly  time. 

"The  first  thing  to  do,  if  you  have  not  done  it,  is  to  fall  in  love 
with  your  work. " 

Miss  Barr  is  grateful  to  Miss  Edge  of  Downingtown  for  a supply  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 

Mr.  W.H.  Miller,  formerly  of  Gettysburg  Dunction  station  office,  has 
joined  Major  Pratt's  clerical  force. 

Mrs.  Shaffner  Etnier  has  been  appointed  Supervisor  of  Education  in 
Porto  Rico  for  the  district  in  which  she  lives  (Ponce). 

These  are  the  days  when  the  witless  boy  or  girl  sitteth  or  lyeth  on 
the  damp  gound,  and  declareth  vehemently  that  the  ground  is  dry. 

Major  Pratt  has  been  selected  as  Chairman  for  the  Industrial  section 


of  the  Ecumenical  Conference  on  Missions  to  be  held  in  New  York  in 
Carnegie  Hall,  beginning  April  21st. 

The  girls  at  Miss  Edge's  home  in  Downingtown  are  sending  in  some  rare 
and  beautiful  wild  flowers  to  their  classmates,  the  seniors  for 
botanical  work. 

The  Committees  of  the  Standard  and  Invincible  Societies  wish  to  extend 
through  the  columns  of  the  HELPER,  a cordial  invitation  to  the  school 
faculty,  to  be  present  at  the  Standard-Invincible  reception  to  be  held 
in  the  Gymnasium,  Friday  evening,  April  20th,  from  7 to  9:30. 

The  Invincibles  elected  the  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  term: 
President,  John  Powlas;  Vice  President,  Arthur  Pratt;  Secretary,  Donald 
McIntosh;  Treasurer,  Samuel  Brown;  Reporter,  lames  Johnson;  Sergeant  at 
Arms,  Wallace  Miller;  Critic,  Hawley  Pierce;  Assistant  Critic,  Charles 
Roberts . 

A recent  letter  from  Cassie  Hicks,  who  is  employed  in  the  school  at 
Chilocco,  Oklahoma,  tells  of  missing  Carlisle  and  her  old  friends  here. 
She  asks  for  a letter  from  her  church  in  Carlisle  to  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Arkansas  City.  Several  years  ago  Cassie  met  with 
an  unfortunate  accident  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  a hand;  but  she 
says  bravely  that  she  "can  do  just  as  much  work  as  any  with  two  hands." 

The  band  will  furnish  the  music  at  the  society  reception  this  evening. 

Miss  Burgess  has  been  confined  to  her  room  this  week  by  illness. 

"What  does  sea-sick  mean?"  asked  a little  girl.  She  was  told.  "0,  I 
thought  it  meant  sick  to  be  on  the  sea  - like  home-sick,  you  know!" 

We  shall  all  miss  our  "money  mother,"  Miss  Luckenbach,  whom  we  have 
lost  by  transfer  to  Phoenix,  Arizona.  She  will  leave  for  that  place  in 
the  near  future. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Susans  the  usual  programme  was  set  aside 
for  a talk  and  drill  on  parliamentary  practice  by  Miss  Cutter.  At  its 
close  a vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Miss  Cutter  by  the  Society. 

We  are  sorry  to  record  the  death  on  Tuesday  of  Raleigh  James,  who  came 
to  us  last  fall  from  Carson,  Nevada.  Raleigh  was  a member  of  the  Band. 
He  was  a patient  and  cheerful  invalid  and  made  little  trouble. 

We  regret  to  learn  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Schweigman  of  Rosebud  Agency, 
South  Dakota.  She  was  Winney  Kinney  who  came  in  the  first  party  to 
Carlisle,  and  remained  three  or  four  years.  The  bereaved  husband  writes 
that  she  has  often  thought  of  the  school  where  she  learned  to  be  a 
Christian . 

Joseph  La  Framboise,  John  Garrick,  William  Paliado  and  Charles  Butler 
have  been  transferred  to  the  U.S.S.  Dolphin  at  the  Navy  Yard  in 
Washington.  Maximilian  Osuna  was  transferred  to  the  U.S.S.  Yankton  at 
Banes,  Cuba.  The  Dolphin  is  the  official  naval  vessel  to  be  used  by 
Gov.  Allen  of  Puerto  Rico. 

Dr.  George  Bird  Grinnell,  the  author  of  "Pawnee  Folk  Tales,"  "The 
Story  of  the  Indian"  and  other  books  about  Indians,  accompanied  by  the 
well-known  artist,  Mr.  E.W.  Deming,  was  here  on  Monday  upon  a special 
mission  for  Harper's  Magazine.  They  left  on  Tuesday  morning  to  visit  a 
number  of  our  boys  and  girls  in  country  homes.  Dr.  Eastman  went  with 
them. 

Rev.  J.J.  Methvin  of  Oklahoma  writes  in  the  Indian-Okla  Methodist  that 
he  was  both  pleased  and  profited  by  his  visit  to  Carlisle.  In  this 
school,  he  says,  is  demonstrated  what  may  be  done  for  and  with  Indian 
youth  under  proper  training  in  am  improved  environment.  He  knew  of  both 
Major  Pratt  and  Mr.  Standing  as  pioneers  among  the  Indians  in  former 
years  - the  first  as  a soldier  of  his  country  and  the  latter  as  a 
soldier  of  the  cross,  and  thinks  it  a fitting  and  a comforting 
providence  that  the  two  are  associated. 
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monies  of  the  native  conjurers'  but  the  explanation  was  convincing.  The 
discontented  girl-wife  had  left  him  again;  and  the  old  man,  despairing 
of  keeping  her  in  his  possession  by  ordinary  means,  had  applied  to  have 
her  baptized  - and  for  consistency's  sake,  himself  as  well.  Probably  he 
hoped  that  the  sacred  rite  - which  to  him  was  only  another  sort  of  magic 
- might  have  a restraining  effect.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  he  did 


not  tell  the  minister  the  secret  of  his  sudden  conversion. 

Big  Star  was  another  middle-aged  Indian  whose  unexpected  application 
for  church  membership  was  a little  disconcerting  to  the  authorities.  A 
communion  service  was  soon  to  be  held  at  which  a number  of  new  converts 
would  be  received  on  profession  of  faith;  but  while  the  missionary  - 
(not  the  same  one  who  had  baptized  Blue  Bonnet)  - disliked  to  repulse 
any  one,  the  past  life  of  Big  Star  had  not  been  such  as  to  inspire 
confidence.  He  was  accordingly  put  upon  probation  for  a season. 

His  first  temptation  seemed  to  come  in  the  form  of  an  invitation  to 
participate  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  vapor  bath  - a popular  institution 
among  the  wild  Sioux,  who  resort  to  it  for  a cure  in  sickness,  a luxury 
in  health,  and  likewise  for  the  observance  of  some  mysterious  heathen 
rites.  A number  of  large  stones  are  heated  in  a fire,  and  placed  in  a 
small  wickiup,  covered  with  blankets.  As  many  men  as  are  able  then 
enter  the  enclosure,  and  water  is  dashed  on  the  hot  stones,  enveloping 
the  bathers  in  a cloud  of  steam.  Upon  emerging  from  the  bath  they  all 
plunge  into  a neighboring  stream,  or  cold  water  is  dashed  upon  them. 

Big  Star  had  been  in  the  habit  of  indulging  often  in  this  performance, 
but  his  newly  acquired  Christian  principles  now  caused  him  to  hesitate. 
His  friends,  however,  persuaded  him  that  it  was  simply  for  cleanliness 
and  health  this  time,  and  he  went  in  with  them.  As  the  hot  vapor  rose 
from  the  stones,  the  old  pagan  songs  began  to  issue  from  the  lips  of  the 
bathers . 

"Let  the  Dakotas  remember  their  own  gods,"  exclaimed  one,  "and  let 
each  sing  to  the  god  he  worships!"  Big  Star  was  aghast  at  what  now 
seemed  to  him  the  impious  sounds  that  followed.  He  bore  it  as  long  as 
he  could,  and  then  struck  up  "lesus.  Lover  of  my  Soul"  in  the  native 
dialect.  It  produced  an  astonishing  effect.  In  less  than  a minute  the 
"sweatlodge"  was  cleared,  and  the  Christian  worshipper  was  left  alone. 

This  brave  act  was  made  known  to  the  hesitating  missionary,  and  Big 
Star  was  permitted  to  join  the  church  on  the  communion  Sunday  following. 

Iacozawin . 


FROM  INDIAN  LIFE. 


In  a curious  little  book,  written  by  one  or  two  Omaha  Indians,  the 
following  incident  is  told  by  Inshta-Theumba,  the  educated  Christian 
daughter  of  the  chief.  Iron  Eye: 

We  were  out  on  the  buffalo  hunt.  It  was  evening.  The  tents  had  been 
pitched  for  the  night  and  the  camp-fire  made.  I was  a little  bit  of  a 
thing,  playing  near  my  father.  A little  Indian  boy  came  up  and  gave  me 
a bird  he  had  found.  I was  very  much  pleased,  and  tried  to  feed  it  and 
make  it  drink.  After  I had  amused  myself  with  it  for  some  time  father 
said : 

"My  daughter,  bring  your  bird  to  me." 

He  held  it  to  his  hand  for  a moment,  gently  stroking  its  feathers,  and 
then  said:  "Daughter,  I will  tell  you  what  you  might  do  with  it.  Take 
it  carefully  in  your  hand  out  there  where  there  are  no  tents,  where  the 
high  grass  is,  and  put  it  softly  down  on  the  ground  and  say,  'God,  I 
give  you  back  your  little  bird.  Have  pity  on  me,  as  I have  pity  on  your 
bird . ' " 

I said,  "Does  it  belong  to  God?" 

He  said,  "Yes,  and  he  will  be  pleased  if  you  do  not  hurt  it,  but  give 
it  back  to  him  to  take  care  of." 

I was  very  much  impressed,  and  carried  the  bird  into  the  high  grass, 
saying  my  little  prayer  as  it  flew  away. 

Iron  Eye,  the  chief  who  taught  this  lesson  to  his  child,  could  neither 
read  nor  write  English.  His  daughter  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
it  is  the  same  lesson  which  Coleridge  teaches  in  his  wonderful  poem  of 
the  "Ancient  Mariner." 

"He  prayeth  best  who  loveth  best 
All  things  both  great  and  small; 

For  the  dear  God  who  loveth  us. 

He  made  and  loveth  all." 


It  is  with  antiquity  as  with  ancestry;  nations  are  proud  of  the  one, 
and  individuals  of  the  other;  but  if  they  are  nothing  in  themselves, 
that  which  is  their  pride  ought  to  be  their  humiliation.  -[Colton. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

My  6,  11,  9 is  not  dry. 

My  7,  2,  9,  is  what  the  Carlisle  boys  and  girls  do  every  day. 
My  6,  12,  7,  4 is  a small  bird. 

My  10,  8,  3,  1 is  what  every  body  have  on  their  heads. 

My  10,  2,  5 is  what  horses  eat. 

My  whole  is  what  the  Carlisle  football  players  do  not  like. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  outside  of  a horse. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

Threaded  discussion-message  board  about  the  Carlisle  history  is 
currently  available  at  http://www.pennlive.com/forums/issues. 

There  will  be  a live  internet  audio  tour  of  the  old  Carlisle  Indian 
School  grounds  May  11,  2000,  7:00  PM.  at 
http: //www. centralpa.org/VirtualTour .html . 

Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School  will  take  place  May 
26-28  at  the  old  school  grounds  at  the  Carlisle  Barracks.  More  info  at 
http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html . 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  7 May  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


May  27  & 28th 

Memorial  Day  PowWow  (competition)  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC  --  Contact-  Mary  Dumper  888-291-0632  or 
828-497-2952 
Mailing  address- 

Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians 
attn:  Mary  A.  Dumper,  dir. 
p.o.box  455, 

Cherokee,  NC  28719 


MAY  20TH 

20th  annual  Title  IX  Traditional  PowWow-  "Honoring  our 

Graduates  & Families"  Hoyt  Park  - 3802  Regent  St,  MADISON,  WISCONSIN... 

for  more  info-  (608)  261-4614  or  email  jtheobald@madison . kl2 .wi . us 


MAY  27-28 

CARLISLE  INDIAN  SCHOOL  POW  WOW 

(email  me  for  more  info  on  this  one,  as  I have  long  info  on  this  one) 
N.  Scott  Momaday  is  guest  speaker  for  this  pow  wow  & also  contest 
dancing  (Carlisle,  PA) 


DUNE  16,17,18 
MATTOON,  IL 

7th  annual  Kaskaskia  River  Dancer  Pow  Wow  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL 
$11,500  contest  money,  for  trader  set  up  or  info  contact  Pat  Gaines 
1-800-500-4599 


I also  have  info  on  pow  wow  coming  up  in  Pablo, Montana  - May  20th & 

Haskell  Pow  Wow  will  be  may  12-14 also  one  may  5-7rth  at  New  Bern, 

NC 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 


To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  12:51:59  -0600 
From:  berryj@okstate.edu 
Sub j : (FWD)Haskell  Powwow 

Flaskell  Indian  Nations  University,  Lawrence,  KS  is  having  their  annual 
powwow  May  12  thru  May  14,  2000.  If  anyone  is  interested  please  call 
or  email  me  for  more  information.  (785)  749-8485 


Date:  Wed,  26  Apr  2000  23:06:38  -0700 
From:  Pam  Creasy  <pcreasy@U .WASHINGTON . EDU> 

Sub j : Seattle:  UW  Spring  PowWow 

The  2000  UW  Annual  Spring  Powwow  is  May  12,  13,  and  14th  at  the  old 
Sandpoint  Naval  Base/Magnusen  Beach  Park. 

Program  and  map  are  available  http://students.washington.edu/fnuw/ 


Date:  Wed,  12  Apr  2000  23:54:51  EDT 
From:  miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : Onyota:aka  Ka'nikuhliyo  - People  of  the  Standing  Stone 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  4/12/2000  1:25:44  PM  EST 

From:  <A  HREF="mailto: Kanentiio">Kanentiio</A> 

Onyota:aka  Ka'nikuhliyo 

People  of  the  Standing  Stone 

Iroquois  Social  Dance  & Pot  Luck  Dinner 

May  13/2000 

5:00  pm 

Oneida  Castle  Village  Hall 

Intersection  of  NYS  Route  365  and  NYS  Route  5 
Oneida  Iroquois  Territory 
Oneida  Castle,  NY 

"A  celebration  of  Iroquois  music  and  dance" 

Open  to  All 

Singing  groups  welcome! 

For  more  information  call: 

315-363-2304 


Date:  Mon,  10  Apr  2000  11:18:14  -0400 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : SEMINAR:  The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Montreal,  5.29-31.00 
Hi  Gary, 

I got  this  from  the  H-Amindian  listserv.  Thought  some  folks  on  WI  might 
be  interested.  Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie 

- - FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  19:30:00  -0700 

From:  "H-AMINDIAN  (3.  Wendel  Cox)"  <amind@h-net2 . msu . edu> 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

ADVANCED  STUDY  INSTITUTE 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

May  29  - 31,  2000 

Institute  of  Community  & Family  Psychiatry 
4333  Cite  Ste  Catherine  Road,  Montreal,  H3T  1E4 

Around  the  world,  indigenous  peoples  have  experienced  rapid  culture  change, 
marginalization  and  absorption  into  a global  economy  with  little  regard  for 
their  autonomy.  Cultural  discontinuity  has  been  linked  to  high  rates  of 
depression,  alcoholism,  suicide,  and  violence  in  many  communities,  with  the 
most  dramatic  impact  on  youth.  Despite  these  challenges,  many  communities 
have  done  well.  This  meeting  will  bring  together  experts  from  Canada  and 


other  countries  to  discuss  the  value  of  the  perspectives  of  social  and 
cultural  psychiatry  for  understanding  the  factors  that  promote  mental  health 
or  lead  to  psychological  distress  in  indigenous  populations  and  communities. 

This  three  day  seminar  will  be  of  interest  to  researchers,  health 
professionals  and  planners  engaged  in  mental  health  promotion  and 
intervention  for  First  Nations  and  Inuit  communities  of  Canada  and  other 
indigenous  peoples.  An  international  faculty  will  address  a wide  range  of 
issues  including: 

- social  origins  of  and  responses  to  distress 

- transformations  of  identity  and  community 

- models  for  collaborative  research,  mental  health  services  & health 
promotion 

Guest  Faculty  to  Include: 

+ Naomi  Adelson,  Ph.D.  York  University,  author  of  Being  Alive  Well:  Health 
and  the  Politics  of  Cree  Well-Being. 

+ Louis-lacques  Dorais,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Laval,  Editor-in-chief  of 
Etudes/Inuit/Studies,  author  of  Quaqtaq:  Modernity  and  Identity  in  an 
Inuit  Community. 

+ Ernest  Hunter,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Public  Health,  University  of 
Queensland . 

+ Joseph  Kaufert,  Ph.D.  Depts.  of  Community  Health  Sciences  & Anthropology, 
University  of  Manitoba. 

+ lane  McKendrick,  M.D.  Director,  Resource  Unit  for  Indigenous  Mental 
Health  Education  & Research,  University  of  Melbourne. 

+ lohn  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Director,  Northern  Health  Unit, 

University  of  Manitoba. 

+ Theresa  D.  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Oregon,  author  of  Disciplined 
Hearts:  History,  Identity,  and  Depression  in  an  American  Indian 
Community. 

+ Gail  Guthrie  Valaskakis,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research,  Aboriginal  Healing 
Foundation,  Ottawa. 

+ lames  B.  Waldram,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Native  Studies,  University  of 
Saskatchewan,  author  of  The  Way  of  the  Pipe:  Aboriginal  Spirituality  and 
Symbolic  Healing  in  Canadian  Prisons,  and  Aboriginal  Health  in  Canada: 
Historical,  Cultural  and  Epidemiological  Perspectives. 

+ Cornelia  Wieman,  M.D.,  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McMaster  University, 

Chair  of  the  Native  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Canadian  Psychiatric 
Association . 

+ T.  Kue  Young,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Dept.  Community  Health 
Sciences,  University  of  Manitoba,  author  The  Health  of  Native  Americans: 
Towards  a Biocultural  Epidemiology;  The  Circumpolar  Inuit:  Health  of  a 
Population  in  Transition. 

To  Register:  complete  this  form  and  enclose  a current  curriculum  vitae  and  a 
check  for  the  course  fee  of  $200  ($100  for  full-time  students  with  proof  of 
status)  made  out  to:  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McGill  University  and  mail 
to:  Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry,  1033  Pine  Ave.  West, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  H3A  1A1.  (For  info:  514-398-7302;  Fax:  514-398-4370) 

Name: 


Title/Affiliation : 


Address : 


Tel: Fax: 

E-mail: 


Status  (check  one)  Full-time  student/ 

Health  Professional/ Academic/ Researcher 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 
Advanced  Study  Institute 


The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 
SCHEDULE 

Monday,  May  29  * Social  Origins  of  Distress 

9:00-9:30  Opening  Address  * Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

9:30-10:00  Colonization,  Marginalization  & Technocratic  Control  * 

Laurence  3.  Kirmayer 

10:00-10:45  "S<caron>the  deep  sleep  of  forgetfulness":  Reflecting  on 
Disremembering  * Ernest  Hunter 
10:45-11:00  Break 

11:00-11:30  Effects  of  Organized  Violence  on  the  Quechua  of  the 
Peruvian  Andes  - Duncan  Pedersen 

11:30-12:15  The  Legacy  of  the  "Stolen  Generations"  * lane  McKendrick 
12:15-1:00  Discussion  * T.  Kue  Young,  Gail  Valaskakis 

Tuesday,  May  30  * Individual  and  Collective  Responses  to  Suffering 
9:00-9:45  Suicide  among  Australian  Aboriginals  * Ernest  Hunter 
9:45-10:15  Aboriginal  Identity  & the  Construction  of  Fetal  Alcohol 
Syndrome  * Caroline  Tait 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  Lakota  Psychology  in  Colonial  Context  * Theresa  O'Neil 
11:15-12:00  Discussion  * Laurence  Kirmayer,  Allan  Young 
Transformations  of  Identity  & Community 

1:30-2:00  Healing  the  "Aboriginal"  Offender:  Identity  Construction 
Through  Therapeutic  Practice  * Gregory  Brass 

2:00-2:45  "Culture"  in  Cross-cultural  Counselling  * lames  Waldram 
2:45-3:00  Break 

3:00-3:30  Towards  a Recuperation  of  Souls  & Bodies:  Community  Healing  & 
the  Interplay  of  Faith  & History  * Naomi  Adelson 

3:30-4:00  Negotiating  Health:  Meanings  of  "Building  a Healthy  Community" 
in  Igloolik  * Kristiann  Allen 

4:00-5:00  Discussion  * Louis-lacques  Dorais,  Kristin  Norget 

Wednesday,  May  31  * Models  for  Collaborative  Research  & Mental  Health 
Services 

9:00-9:45  Working  in  Partnership:  Innovative  Collaborative  Research 
Between  Aboriginal  Communities  and  an  Academic  Unit  * lane  McKendrick 
9:45-10:15  Ethical  Issues  in  Language  Interpretation  for  Aboriginal 
People  in  Mental  Health  Care  * loseph  Kaufert 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  A First  Nations  Mental  Health  Clinic  * Cornelia  Wieman 

11:15-12:00  Discussion:  lohn  OINeil,  loseph  Couture 

12:00-12:30  Closing  *Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

Laurence  1.  Kirmayer,  MD 

Professor  & Director 

Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry 

McGill  University 

Editor-in-Chief 

Transcultural  Psychiatry 

1033  Pine  Ave.  West 

Montreal,  Quebec  H3A  1A1 

TEL:  514-398-7302 

FAX:  514-398-4370 

++++  Visit  our  web  page  at  www.mcgill.ca/psychiatry/transcultural 
Gregory  M.  Brass 

Coordinator,  Native  Mental  Health  Research  Team 

Culture  and  Mental  Health  Research  Unit 

Sir  Mortimer  B.  Davis  - lewish  General  Hospital 

4333  Cote  Ste-Catherine  Rd 

Montreal  Quebec  H3T  1E14 

514  340-8222  x 5246 

Fax  340-7503 

E-mail:  mice@musica.mcgill.ca 
E-mail:  Saulteaux@hotmail.com 

www.mcgill . ca/ psychiatry /transcultural /native. html 


Deborah  A.  Richards 
Manuscript  Processor 
Schlesinger  Library 

Radcliffe  Institute  for  Advanced  Study 
10  Garden  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

617-495-8647 

richards@radcliffe.edu 

http: //www. radcliffe.edu/schles 


Date:  Sun,  09  Han  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  07:25:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Duly  4th  - Full  Circle  Celebration  of  Native  America 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

MA-NA-TA-KA 

EVENT:  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 
DATE:  Friday  Dune  30th, 2000  ~ 4 th  of  Duly  weekend! 

PLACE:  The  Convention  Center,  Manataka,  Arkansas, 

Hot  Springs  National  Park. 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  people  of  the  land  made  pilgrimages 
to  MA-NA-TA-KA,  The  Place  of  Peace,  The  Valley  of  the  Vapors, 

The  Great  Gathering  Place,  The  Place  of  the  Healing  Waters, 

Home  of  the  Rainbow  Woman. 

According  to  researchers,  over  34  language  groups  traveled 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  in  great  councils 
at  Manataka.  The  sights  they  beheld  were  unbelievably 
beautiful.  The  experiences  they  cherished  were  remembered 
in  song  and  dance  for  generations! 

For  the  first  time  in  over  200  years,  this  will  be  the  first  of 
many  more  to  come. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native  America  is  a depiction 
of  what  our  culture  was,  and  what  it  is  today.  FULL  CIRCLE 
is  the  story  of  Manataka,  told  in  song,  dance,  and  story 
telling.  The  performance  is  extremely  dynamic,  moving  and 
a thunderstorm  of  color!  Representing  dozens  of  American 
Indian  Nations  are  musicians,  dancers,  singers,  and  story 
tellers,  who  touch  the  audience  with  tears,  joy,  excitement 
beyond  description. 


The  combination  of  pounding  drums,  jingling  dancer's  feet, 
awe  inspiring  stories  of  ancient  tradition  make  for  an  evening 
of  fantastic  edu-tainment . FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native 
America  will  be  a spectacular  event  to  remember! 

FEATURING: 

BILL  (Ghostdance)  MILLER 

Bill  Miller  is  the  winner  of  five  1999  Native  American  Indian 
music  awards  including:  Artist  of  the  year.  Best  Male  Artist, 

Folk  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  and  Song  writer  of  the  Year. 

GAYLE  ROSS 

Gayle  Ross  is  a wonderfully  moving  and  fantastically  funny  story 
teller  of  the  Cherokee.  Her  works  have  been  enjoyed  by  audiences 
all  over  the  country. 

ECHOES  OF  EARTH  AND  SKY 

Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky;  features  two-world  class  fancy  dancers. 
Rob  Greyhill  (Navajo)  and  Jennifer  Meness  ( Algonquin).  Awesome 
examples  of  Native  artistry  are  intertwined  with  enchanting  songs 
and  fascinating  stories  of  creation,  love,  and  adventures. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  DANCE  COMPANY 

The  Great  American  Indian  Dance  Company;  is  a fantastic  group 
just  back  from  a tour  of  Europe  where  they  received  standing 
ovations  at  every  show.  The  Great  American  Indian  Dancers  are 
the  best  powwow  performers  in  the  nation! 

THE  SELECT  CHOIR  - CHEROKEE  CHILDRENS  CHOIR 

The  Select  Choir;  is  20  children  dressed  full  regalia  that  perform 
Indian  sign  language  in  the  beautiful  Cherokee  language. 

TICKET  INFORMATION 

The  GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  10:30  p.m.,  free,  no 

admission  charge! 

A MATINEE  SHOW  - Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky  with  Gayle 
Ross  starts  at  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  go  on  sale  May  1st, 2000. 

DOORS  OPEN  TO  THE  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICA  AT  7:30  P.M.  Tickets  go  on  sale 
May  1st, 2000. 

Children  and  adults  will  be  given  a special  opportunity  to  see 
and  participate  in  the  Great  American  Indian  Craft  Exposition. 

They  will  see  American  Indians  make  jewelry,  clothing,  hunting 
weapons,  baskets  and  many  other  crafts.  They  will  see  real 
life-size  tepees  and  hear  special  presentations. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  tickets,  please  send  us  your 
name  and  address,  telephone  number  and  email  address. 

Tell  us  how  many  reserved  and/or  general  admission  tickets 
you  need.  E-mail  MANATAKA@HOTMAIL.COM 

To  purchase  tickets  by  phone,  dial  TOLL  FREE  1-888-747-9185 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted  please  have  your  card  ready! 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by:  Manataka  American  Indian 
Council,  Hot  Springs  Art  Center 

VENDOR  INFORMATION  ~ GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN 
CRAFT  EXPOSITION  ~ FRIDAY  , JUNE  30,2000 
HOT  SPRINGS  CONVENTION  CENTER 
HOT  SPRINGS  NATIONAL  PARK,  ARKANSAS 

The  MAIC  will  spend  thousands  of  dollars  and  hundreds 
of  man  hours  advertising  and  promoting  this  event  by  radio, 
television,  newspaper,  magazines,  posters,  flyers,  table 
tents,  post  cards  and  the  internet.  We  anticipate  a crowd 
of  5,000  to  6,500. 

FULL  CIRCLE  will  be  the  largest  event  of  its  kind  ever 


produced  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

The  people  of  Arkansas  are  starving  for  a live  American 
Indian  experience.  Our  experienced  professionals,  staff 
members  and  volunteers  are  dedicated  to  providing  you 
and  the  general  public  with  quality  production.  We 
welcome  your  questions  and  comments. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a spectacular  performance  , large 
crowds  and  a event  filled  with  blessings  for  everyone.  If  you 
wish  to  participate  a vendor,  please  read  the  following: 

Special  lodging  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a limited 
number  of  vendors  at  $20.00  per  person  per  night.  First  come 
first  serve  basis. 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

Copy,  cut,  and  paste  the  following  application. 

Send  it  by  e-mail  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 
Drag  your  mouse  over  the  text  holding  down  the  button, 
this  marks  the  text.  Once  marked,  hit  the  "control"  key 
and  the  "C"  key  at  the  same  time,  this  copies  the  text. 

Go  to  email  and  hit  the  "control"  key  and  the  "V"  key 
at  the  same  time,  this  pastes  the  text. 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
VENDOR  APPLICATION  FORM 

PLEASE  CLEARLY  PRINT  OR  TYPE. 

FILL  IN  ALL  BLANKS. 

Name: Telephone^  ) 

Address: State: Zip: 

Tribe : Agency: 

E-mail: Sponsored  by: 

Number  of  Booth  Spaces: Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 

For  more  information  send  email  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  Dack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 


send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 


Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.Cj  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 
Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 


18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

DULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONDUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 


TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Dacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  DUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fni,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99(3yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12:30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 


Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 
Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 
NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 


trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 

Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 

For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Ir . Girl ' s Cloth 
Ir.  Boys  Straight 
Ir.  Girl's  lingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Ir.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Ir.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Ir.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Ir.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  lingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Friday  Night 


Activities 

Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 


Sunday  Morning 


49  Contest 
Jennifer  Lunsford 


Stop  Dance  Leader  Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 


& Obstable  Course 


Coordinator 


Shell  Shaker 
Contests  Jay 
Blalock 
Coordinator 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Golf  Tournament  & 
Horseshoe 
Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

June  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 


I've  got  so  fan.  . . 


Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~Lower  South~ 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 

~Alabama~ 

Apr.  26-30:  Native  Solutions  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Calhoun  County  Fairgrounds 
Anniston.  Student  Days:  Weds.-Fri.,  9am-3pm.  Additional  pow  wow  times:  Fri., 
5pm-8pm;  Sat.,  9am-8pm;  Sun.,  10am-5pm.  GE:  11am  Sat.,  12  noon  Sunday. 

HD:  TBA;  HM:  Anthony  Waters;  HL:  Donna  Dulaney;  WS:  Native  American  Honor 
Guard  & Warrior  Society;  MC:  Gary  Smith;  AD:  Buck  Tucker.  This  is  a 
non-competition  pow  wow;  breakfast  & lunch  will  be  provided  for  all  drums  & 
dancers . 

Info:Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  (256)  240-9919  or  e-mail:  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com. 

May  6-7:  Russell  Cave  Native  American  Festival,  at  Russell  Cave  National 
Monument,  Bridgeport.  Times:  Sat.,  10am-4pm;  Sun.,  9am-3pm.  No  admission 
charge.  Info:  David  Walker  (256)  495-2677. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in  Wetumpka  at 
7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon  their  removal 
to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing,  McFarland  Park  in 
Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in  Tuscumbia. 

Gourd  Dance  Saturday/Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax:  773-0911, 
or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around 
a native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged. 

Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe  (256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head.  Head  staff  & entertainment  TBA.  On-site 
camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission  charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns 
Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail:  ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Note:  for  further  information  on  Alabama  events,  contact  the  Alabama  Bureau 
of  Tourism  & Travel,  PO  Box  4927,  Montgomery,  AL  36103-4927,  or  call 
1-800-ALABAMA.  For  a listing  of  the  state's  pow  wows  & information  on 
Alabama's  seven  state-recognized  Indian  Tribes,  contact  the  Alabama  Indian 
Affairs  Commission,  One  Court  Square,  Suite  106,  Montgomery,  AL  36104,  or 
call  (334)  242-2831. 


TENNESSEE 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville.  Exit  8,  off  of  1-640.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee 
Indian  League.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Cherokee);  HL:  Kim  Bottchenbaugh 
(Cherokee);  other  head  staff  TBA.  There  are  hotels  nearby,  and  free  on-site 


camping  (with  showers)  is  available.  Over  $9,000.00  in  prize  money  will  be 
paid  out  in  Dance,  Drum,  Tipi,  and  Hoop  Dance  competitions.  Craft  Vendors  may 
contact  Martha  Summitt  (423)  687-9675  or  e-mail  rispi@icx.net.  Food  vendors 
may  contact  Tim  Deane  (423)  475-9286  or  e-mail  TWDBear@aol.com.  Friday  is 
Kid's  Day:  Scouts  & school  groups  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  on  Kid's 
Day  activities,  contact  Fran  Combs  (423)  938-4994.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults; 
$2.00  - students  (K-12);  Free  - under  5.  For  more  information,  call  (423) 
579-1384  or  (423)  609-7020,  or  e-mail:  Drouam@lock-net.com  or  TWDBear@aol.com. 


Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  2000  21:43:15  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Spring  & Summer  Events  Update 

Native  American  Festivals 

~The  following  is  a list  of  Late  Spring/Early  Summer  events  that  I omitted 
from  earlier  postings^ 

May  5-7:  Craven  County  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Craven  Co.  Fairground,  New  Bern, 
NC.  HD:  Estayapi  Wambli;  MC:  Dohn  Blackfeather  Defferies;  HM:  Cody  Dacobs; 
HL:  Dawn  Dones;  AD:  Tyrone  Grayhorse.  Info:  Deborah  Wayne  (252)  244-0357  or 
Ruth  Grayhorse  (910)  424-3437. 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 


Date:  Fri,  21  Apr  2000  22:03:35  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : More  Spring  & Summer  Updates 

May  5-7:  Two  Great  Rivers  Contest  Pow  Wow,  Saline  County  Fairgrounds, 
Harrisburg,  IL.  Sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Society  of  Southern 
Illinois.  Info:  (618)  273-8042. 

May  5-7:  First  Annual  Carter  County  Benefit  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Old  Machinery 
Grounds,  about  3 miles  south  of  Grayson,  KY,  on  State  Route  7.  Entry  fee  is 
$2.00  plus  a can  of  food.  Proceeds  will  benefit  Appalachian  Mountain 
Outreach.  HD:  Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum;  HM:  Doug 
Nasief;  HL:  TBA;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  HV:  Mark  McConnell;  AD:  Bob  Parkins. 
Info:  (606)  926-1783  or  hart@atcc.net  or  hart@usa.net. 

May  5-7:  First  Annual  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Florida 
Fairgrounds,  Tallahassee,  FL.  Sponsored  by  the  Red  Nations  Intertribal 
Council.  Info:  (850)  561-6266  or  (850)  656-9155.  Website: 
www . home . att . net/~rednations . 

May  5-7:  13th  Annual  American  Indian  Celebration  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Farmer's 
Market,  Knoxville,  TN.  Sponsored  by  the  East  Tennessee  Indian  League,  this 
event  features  over  $9,500.00  in  prize  money,  with  Dance,  Drum,  Hoop  Dance  & 
Tipi  competitions.  HM:  Rick  Bottchenbaugh  (Eastern  Cherokee);  HL:  Kim 
Bottchenbaugh  (Eastern  Cherokee);  AD:  Will  Laney  (Eastern  Cherokee);  MC: 

DoDo  Rice  (Sauk).  Contacts:  Martha  (Craft  Vendors)  (423)  687-9675  or 
rlspi@icx.net;  Tim  (Food  Vendors)  twdbear@aol.com.  Free  parking,  camping  & 


showers  on  site.  All  dancers,  drums  & tipi  owners  welcome.  Admission:  $4.00 

- adults,  $2.00  - students  K-12,  5 & under  - free.  Info:  Vickie  (423) 
579-1384  or  jrouam@lock-net.com. 

May  6:  Meherrin  Spring  Festival,  at  the  Tribal  Grounds,  Winton,  NIC.  Info: 
Denise  or  Terry  Hall  (252)  332-6992. 

May  6-7:  Frisco  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Frisco  Native  American  Museum  & 
Natural  History  Center,  Frisco,  NC.  Info:  Dare  County  Tourist  Bureau  (800) 
446-6262.  Website:  www.nativeamericanmuseum.org. 

May  6-7:  Metrolina  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow,  at  the  site  of  the 
Old  Fireman's  Hall,  2601A  East  7th  Street,  Charlotte,  NC.  Info:  Letha  Dial 
(M-F/8-5)  (704)  522-6311. 

May  12-14:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  Tomahawk  Park,  Copley,  WV. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  AAIWV  Children's  Fund  and  the  AAIWV  Food  Bank. 
Admission:  adults  - $2.00  plus  1 non-perishable  canned  good;  children  (13  & 
under)  - 1 non-perishable  canned  good.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Bonnie  Red 
Basket;  MC:  Tony  lennings  & Dim  Stewart  Many  Hands;  AD:  Frank  Two  Horse;  HD: 
Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drums:  Our  Brothers  Drum  & Mystic  Lake  Singers. 
Other  drums  are  welcome.  Contacts:  Sandy  Murano  (Vendors)  (304)  349-2088  or 
lrobin@ruralnet . org;  Mel  Charlton  (Drums)  (304)  683-3647  or 
charlton@cwv.net;  Zina  Turner  (Volunteers)  (304)  926-8894  or 
turtlbear@aol . com;  Peggy  Coulter  (General  Info)  (304)  563-6113  or 
tritr4@prodigy . net . 

May  19-20:  Claremore  Pow  Wow,  Will  Rogers  Downs  Racetrack  Facility,  east  of 
Claremore,  OK.  Info:  Info:  (918)  341-6420. 

May  19-21:  Midlands  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  South  Carolina  State 
Fairgrounds  at  Abernathy  Arena,  Columbia,  SC.  Sponsored  by  the  Midlands 
Intertribal  Empowerment  Group.  MC:  3im  Ross;  HM:  Archie  Hoffman;  HL:  Yvonne 
Fletcher;  HGD:  Herschel  Kaulhity;  HD:  Millard  Clark  & the  Southern  Singers; 
ST:  Dr.  Will  M.  Goins;  Hoop  Dancer:  Daniel  Tramper;  WS:  Southern  Warriors 
Society.  Gourd  Dancing  on  Saturday  & Sunday.  GO:  Friday,  4pm;  Saturday  10am; 
Sunday,  11am.  GE:  Friday,  7pm;  Saturday,  1pm  & 6pm;  Sunday,  1pm.  Info: 

Curtis  Boone,  PO  Box  7512,  Columbia,  SC  29202  or  (803)  254-9442.  Website: 
www . powwows . com/mieg . 

May  19-21:  Tunica-Biloxi  Pow  Wow,  Marksville,  LA.  Guest  entertainers 
include:  loanne  Shenandoah,  Hawk,  and  lackie  Crow.  There  will  also  be  an 
Archery  Contest  (Traditional  Longbow  & Recurve).  Info:  (800)  946-1946,  ext. 
2036. 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  lamie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 

May  26-28:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  at  Lions  Club  Park,  Hwy. 

160  East,  Alton,  MO. 

Sponsored  by  Lost  Cherokees  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  Lions  Club  of  Alton,  and 
the  Missouri  Humanities  of  Art.  Special  Guest:  actor  Larry  Sellers  (Cloud 
Dancing).  $2,000.00  cash  drawing  on  Saturday  night  (must  be  present  to  win). 
HSD:  Soldier  Creek  Singers;  MC:  Orville  Kirk;  AD:  3im  Vinyard;  HM:  3im 
Peters;  HL:  Shelly  Allen;  HGD:  Stanley  Dohn  "Redshirt";  Head  Boy:  Ben  Bear; 
Head  Girl:  Mary  Katharine  Bear;  Princess:  Mary  Bighorse  Dr.  Admission:  $6.00 

- adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12  & seniors  over  60;  children  under  3 & 
Scouts  in  uniform  admitted  free..  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm  - 10pm;  Saturday, 
11am  - 10pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 6pm.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 


May  27-28:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3028  or  (888)  291-0632. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www. redearth . org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  10-11:  Cullman  County  Indian  Festival,  at  Smith  Lake  Park,  Cullman,  AL. 
Sponsored  by  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  -6pm;  Sunday 
10am  -5pm.  MC:  Richard  White  Wolf  Pyle;  HD:  White  Horse  Singers;  FP:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  Also  featuring:  Steve  Edges  of  the  American  Indian  Museum,  Bankhead 
National  Forest  archaeologist  Dean  Allen,  and  Dave  White  Wolf  Trezak.  Camp 
sites  available.  Info:  Billy  Shaw,  8251  Co.  Road  310,  Cullman,  AL  35057  or 
(256)  737-9163. 

Dune  10-11:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  Blevins  Field,  Delbarton,  WV.  Sponsored 
by  the  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  & the  City  of 
Delbarton.  Free  admission.  Camping  available.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL: 

Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw;  HD:  Mother 
Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  GE:  noon  on  Saturday;  1pm  on 
Sunday.  Vendor  info:  applel0@aol.com;  General  info:  wkngbear@cwv.net. 

Dune  16-17:  Union  Grove  Pow  Wow,  Van  Hoy  Family  Campgrounds,  Union  Grove, 

NC.  Info:  Tim  Deane  (423)  932-0908. 


Date:  Sun,  23  Apr  2000  16:31:50  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : More  Events  Updates 

May  5-7:  Craven  County  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Craven  Co.  Fairground,  New  Bern, 
NC.  HD:  Estayapi  Wambli;  MC:  Dohn  Blackfeather  Defferies;  HM:  Cody  Dacobs; 
HL:  Dawn  Dones;  AD:  Tyrone  Grayhorse.  Info:  Deborah  Wayne  (252)  244-0357  or 
Ruth  Grayhorse  (910)  424-3437. 

May  6-7:  Creek  Indian  Removal  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Festival, 
Wetumpka  & Tuscumbia,  AL.  The  ride  will  depart  Fort  Toulouse  Park  in 
Wetumpka  at  7am  on  May  6th,  and  follow  the  path  taken  by  the  Creeks  upon 
their  removal  to  Indian  Territory.  Estimated  arrival  Tuscumbia  Landing, 
McFarland  Park  in  Tuscumbia,  3pm.  The  Festival  will  be  at  Big  Spring  Park  in 
Gourd  Dance:  Host  Society:  Southeastern  Intertribal  Gourd  Society 
Tuscumbia.  Info:  Perry  White  (205)  672-0361,  Larry  Smith  (256)  773-7611/fax: 
773-0911,  or  e-mail:  socolors@aol.com. 

May  7:  Gathering  of  the  People,  at  Gene  Bagwell's  place  in  the  Bankhead 
National  Forest,  in  northwest  AL.  Covered  dish  luncheon  about  1:00pm, 

Sunday.  Everyone  welcome.  You  may  come  on  Saturday  & camp  out.  Info:  (256) 
292-3584. 

May  12-14:  Healing  Arts  Festival,  Red  Boiling  Springs,  TN.  This  event 
features  practicioners  of  Native  American  and  other  Alternative  Healing 
methods.  There  will  be  lectures,  food  & entertainment;  time  for  learning, 
sharing  & socializing;  lots  of  plants  for  sale  <in  time  for  Spring 
planting>,  and  vendors  selling  their  wares.  Info:  (615)  666-7210. 

May  12-14:  Mother's  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  Withlacoochee  River  Park,  Dade  City,  FL. 
AD:  Don  Aripeka  Dones;  WS:  Creek  Nation  Color  Guard;  HSD:  Lords  of  the 
Plains.  General  admission:  $2.00.  Children  12  & under,  admitted  free.  GO: 

9am  each  day.  GC:  10pm  on  Friday  & Saturday;  5pm  on  Sunday.  Info:  Mittie 


Wood  (352)  583-3388,  Sharon  Thomas  (352)  521-3012,  or  Withlacoochee  River 
Park  (352)  567-0264. 

May  12-14:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  Tomahawk  Park,  Copley,  WV. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  AAIWV  Children's  Fund  and  the  AAIWV  Food  Bank. 
Admission:  adults  - $2.00  plus  1 non-perishable  canned  good;  children  (13  & 
under)  - 1 non-perishable  canned  good.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Bonnie  Red 
Basket;  MC:  Tony  Dennings  & Dim  Stewart  Many  Hands;  AD:  Frank  Two  Horse;  HD: 
Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drums:  Our  Brothers  Drum  & Mystic  Lake  Singers. 
Other  drums  are  welcome.  Contacts:  Sandy  Murano  (Vendors)  (304)  349-2088  or 
lrobin@ruralnet . org;  Mel  Charlton  (Drums)  (304)  683-3647  or 
charlton@cwv.net;  Zina  Turner  (Volunteers)  (304)  926-8894  or 
turtlbear@aol.com;  Peggy  Coulter  (General  Info)  (304)  563-6113  or 
tritr4@prodigy . net . 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab,  AL.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around  a 
native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged.  Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe 
(256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf;  HL:  Barbara 
Hull;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  On-site  camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission 
charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail: 
ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

May  19-20:  Claremore  Pow  Wow,  Will  Rogers  Downs  Racetrack  Facility,  east  of 
Claremore,  OK.  Info:  Info:  (918)  341-6420. 

May  19-21:  Midlands  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  South  Carolina  State 
Fairgrounds  at  Abernathy  Arena,  Columbia,  SC.  Sponsored  by  the  Midlands 
Intertribal  Empowerment  Group.  MC:  Dim  Ross;  HM:  Archie  Hoffman;  HL:  Yvonne 
Fletcher;  HGD:  Herschel  Kaulhity;  HD:  Millard  Clark  & the  Southern  Singers; 
ST:  Dr.  Will  M.  Goins;  Hoop  Dancer:  Daniel  Tramper;  WS:  Southern  Warriors 
Society.  Gourd  Dancing  on  Saturday  & Sunday.  GO:  Friday,  4pm;  Saturday  10am; 
Sunday,  11am.  GE:  Friday,  7pm;  Saturday,  1pm  & 6pm;  Sunday,  1pm.  Info: 

Curtis  Boone,  PO  Box  7512,  Columbia,  SC  29202  or  (803)  254-9442.  Website: 
www . powwows . com/mieg . 

May  19-21:  Tunica-Biloxi  Pow  Wow,  Marksville,  LA.  Guest  entertainers 
include:  Doanne  Shenandoah,  Hawk,  and  Dackie  Crow.  There  will  also  be  an 
Archery  Contest  (Traditional  Longbow  & Recurve).  Info:  (800)  946-1946,  ext. 
2036. 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  Damie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 

May  26-28:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  at  Lions  Club  Park,  Hwy. 

160  East,  Alton,  MO. 

Sponsored  by  Lost  Cherokees  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  Lions  Club  of  Alton,  and 
the  Missouri  Humanities  of  Art.  Special  Guest:  actor  Larry  Sellers  (Cloud 
Dancing).  $2,000.00  cash  drawing  on  Saturday  night  (must  be  present  to  win). 
HSD:  Soldier  Creek  Singers;  MC:  Orville  Kirk;  AD:  Dim  Vinyard;  HM:  Dim 
Peters;  HL:  Shelly  Allen;  HGD:  Stanley  Dohn  "Redshirt";  Head  Boy:  Ben  Bear; 
Head  Girl:  Mary  Katharine  Bear;  Princess:  Mary  Bighorse  Dr.  Admission:  $6.00 
- adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12  & seniors  over  60;  children  under  3 & 
Scouts  in  uniform  admitted  free..  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm  - 10pm;  Saturday, 
11am  - 10pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 6pm.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 


May  27-28:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3028  or  (888)  291-0632. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www.redearth.org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  For  more  pow  wow  listings,  check  out 
Wanige's  Pow  Wows  & Events,  at 

http://members.aol.com/_ht_a/txrose8020myhomepage/collection.html.  This  is  a 
site  maintained  by  a friend  of  mine  who  took  my  listings  of  Southeastern 
Events  and  added  other  listings  from  across  the  nation.  This  friend  also 
publishes  the  Blue  Eagle  News,  a Native  American  online  newsletter.  You  can 
subscribe  to  this  newsletter  by  sending  a request  to  TxRose8020@aol.com. 

Another  online  newsletter  I can  recommend  is  Wotanging  Ikche,  which  is 
available  by  sending  your  subscription  request  to  gars@netcom.com.  Both  of 
these  newsletters  carry  my  pow  wow  & events  listings,  as  well  as  those 
contributed  by  others. 

Please  note:  These  events  listings  are  sent  out  on  request  to  interested 
parties.  Anyone  wishing  to  subsrcibe  or  unsubsrcibe  should  send  their 
request  to  Wanigel@hotmail.com.  You  may  also  send  event  announcements  & 
corrections  to  these  addresses.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  these 
listings  with  your  friends 


Date:  Fri,  28  Apr  2000  18:27:02  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

-Native  American  Events- 
Late  Spring  Additions 

May  12-13:  Fredericksburg  Founders  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  Fort  Martin  Scott 
Historic  Site,  1606  East  Main  St.,  Fredericksburg,  TX.  Info:  Larry  McCurtain 
(580)  429-8609  or  Dennis  Collins  (830)  997-7043  or  Nick  Bradford  (830) 
997-8925. 

May  12-14:  1st.  Annual  Thundering  Earth  Pow  Wow,  at  Ohio  County  Park, 
Hartford,  KY.  HD:  Lightning  Boys;  cHD:  Bull  Run;  Honorary  cHD:  Brothers  of 
the  Pine;  HM:  Ross  Davidson;  HL:  Amanda  Fox  Winstead;  HV:  Roger  Campbell; 

ST:  Fred  Bradley;  MC:  Larry  Grisby;  AD:  Kenny  Irvin.  There  will  be  a 
pre-1840's  encampment  & tee-pee  set-up.  Info:  Barry  Brown  (270)  298-4795  or 
e-mail:  karmamal@aol.com. 


May  13:  Occoneechi  State  Park  Heritage  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Occoneechi 
State  Park,  Clarksville,  VA.  Trader  spaces  are  closed.  Info:  (919)  304-3723. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Larry  Innes,  Frosty  Deere,  Richard  A.  Brisbin,3r.  via  3ohn  King, 

Cleveland  AIM,  Martha  E Ture,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker, 
Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  lanet  Smith,  Barbara  Landis,  Gary  Smith, 
John  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:48:57  2000 
Date:  Tue,  16  May  2000  18:50:02  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.021 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Red  Road  Newsletter,  Innu-L, 
Triballaw,  & Minnlnd  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http : //news . theolympian . com/ stories/20000504/Northwest/6 5880. shtml 
http : //www. charlotte . com/observer /0505th under . htm 
http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ news/a rt i c les/05041a nd swa p04. html 
http : //www . seattletimes . com/news/local/html98/dams27m_20000427 . html 
http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ arizona/a rticles/0504casino04. html 
http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ arizona/a rticles/0509mining09. html 
http : //www. indiancountry . com/ articles/headline-2000-5-3-3 . shtml 
http : //www. a bq journal . com/ cgi-bin/print_it . pi 
http : //206 . 117 . 228 . 69/f lathead_tribes_get_settlement_i . htm 
http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ news/a rt i c les/0503WST- -FORESTF . html 
http : //www . okit . com/ news/2000/april/f armers . htm 

http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ news/a rticles/0510AZ--FIEMP-NAV. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"[The  white  man's  court]  tries  [Indians],  not  by  their  peers,  nor  by 
the  customs  of  their  people,  nor  the  law  of  their  land,  but  by 
superiors  of  a different  race,  according  to  the  law  of  a social  state 
of  which  they  have  an  imperfect  conception,  and  which  is  opposed  to 
the  traditions  of  their  history,  to  the  habits  of  their  lives." 


U.S.  Supreme  Court,  Ex  Parte  Crow  Dog,  109  U.S.  556,  571  (1883) 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

t and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  ! 
j States  Constitution,  | 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I wish  to  first  extend  an  apology.  Last  week  I spoke  of  Bill  Medeiros 
emceeing  a Georgia  event  talking  about  how  he  had  needed  to  get  somewhere, 
and  a dancer  drove  through  the  night  to  get  him  there,  then  turned  around 
and  headed  home  - in  the  opposite  direction.  Close.  It  was  Bill  who  did 
the  driving.  If  you  ever  get  a chance  to  attend  the  Mothers'  Day  festival 
Bill  and  the  committee  of  Linda,  lean,  Mac  and  others  hosts  in  Augusta,  GA 
please  do  so  you  can  witness  the  spirit  of  giving  that  is  the  heart  and 
soul  of  that  event. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


It  is  very  dry  here  in  the  Southeast,  as  it  is  in  many  places  throughout 
Turtle  Island.  La  Nina  is  blamed  for  this  barren,  burning  heat. 

That  would  be  funny  if  it  were  not  so  sad.  Of  course  the  weather  is 
very  much  a product  of  factors  such  as  La  Nina.  It  is  also  even  more 
the  product  of  butchered  rain  forests. 

Have  you  heard  any  pretty-of -hair-and-teeth  weather  people  speak  of 
La  Nina,  and  before  that  El  Nino?  Of  course,  you  have.  Have  you  heard 
any  of  them  refer  to  the  clear  cut  forests,  poisoned  rivers  and  otherwise 
raped  Mother  Earth?  Probably  not.  That  would  require  thought,  and 
planning  by  the  Georgia-Pacific's  and  Peabody  Coal's  of  this  world  well 
beyond  the  next  board  meeting.  They  would  actually  have  to  consider 
their  grandchildren  and  their  grandchildren's  grandchildren. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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- Klallam  Language  Revived 
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RE:  Bill  Swanson  Dies  At  64 


Date:  Tue,  9 May  2000  09:08:48  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : 'Grandpa  Bear',  Bill  Swanson,  Mohawk  Nation  Dies  At  64 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Dan  Smoke  <dsmoke@julian.uwo.ca> 


Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 


'Grandpa  Bear',  Bill  Swanson,  Mohawk  Nation  died  at  3:00  p.m. 
on  Monday,  May  8th  in  Fort  Erie  Hospital.  He  was  64  years  old. 

He  was  a tireless  advocate  for  Leonard  Peltier  right  up  to  his 
death.  He  was  working  on  Leonard's  campaign  and  planning 
another  border  crossing  from  Buffalo,  N.Y.  to  Fort  Erie,  Canada 
for  June  26th.  He  will  be  sadly  missed.  He  will  be  at  the  Wentland 
Funeral  Home,  10643  Main  St.,  North  Collins,  N.Y.  (716)  337-2632 
until  his  funeral  service  on  Thursday,  May  11th  at  10:30  a.m. 

The  service  will  be  a combination  Longhouse/denominational  service 
followed  by  burial  on  the  Catteragus  Seneca  Reservation  nearby. 

We  hope  you  can  let  other  supporters  of  Leonard  know.  Meegwetch. 

For  more  information  contact:  Morris  Antone  (905)  894-5964  or 
Ron  Swanson  (905)  994-6990. 

All  My  Relations 
Dan  Smoke  - Asayenes 
Seneca  Nation 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 


RE:  Klallam  Language  Revived 


Date:  Tuesday,  May  09,  2000  3:40  AM 
From:  <SumerWCree(a)aol . com> 

Sub j : Native  Language 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  andrekar@ncidc .org  (Andre  P.  Cramblit) 

Mailing  List:  Red  Road  Newsletter<TheRedRoadNewsletter-owner(a)onelist . com> 

http: //news .theolympian . com/ stories /20000504/Northwest/ 65880 . shtml 

Northwest  Thursday,  May  4,  2000 
Classes  help  revive  Klallam  language 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

PORT  ANGELES  --  The  language  of  the  Klallam  tribe,  all  but  lost  until  an 
alphabet  was  created  for  it  in  the  1990s,  once  again  is  being  spoken  by 
young  people  on  the  Olympic  Peninsula. 

Students  at  Port  Angeles  High  School  can  learn  the  old  words  --  and  meet 
foreign  language  requirements  for  college  --  now  that  the  nearly  defunct 
language  has  been  recorded  and  preserved  as  part  of  the  Heritage  Language 
program. 

"I  thought  it  would  be  more  interesting  than  Spanish  or  French,"  said 
17-year-old  Shannon  Megonigle,  a junior. 

"It's  something  different,  and  it's  a chance  (for  the  Klallam)  to  get 
back  their  heritage,  since  it  was  taken  away  from  them,"  she  said. 

Teacher  lamie  Valadez,  a Lower  Elwha  Klallam  tribal  member,  had  to  learn 
the  language  before  she  could  teach  it.  She  said  the  18  students  include  not 
only  Klallam  members  but  students  from  European  backgrounds  and  other 
American  Indian  tribes. 

"We're  not  only  teaching  our  own  students,  but  we're  teaching  all 
students  about  our  culture,"  she  said. 

The  course  is  one  of  only  two  American-Indian  language  courses  offered  in 
Washington  public  high  schools.  The  other  is  at  Ferndale  High  School  near 
Bellingham,  where  the  Lummi  language  has  been  taught  for  seven  years. 

Only  a few  Klallam  elders  fluent  in  the  language  were  still  alive  when 
the  tribe  began  an  eight-year  effort  to  get  the  language  into  the  classroom. 
Starting  in  1990,  five  elders  were  given  tape  recorders  to  talk  into  for 
hours  at  a stretch,  as  long  as  their  strength  held  up.  Then  the  words  were 
transcribed  and  translated. 

A linguist  was  hired  through  a National  Parks  Service  grant  to  create  a 
written  alphabet,  including  some  characters  that  don't  look  anything  like 
English  letters. 

From  1995  to  1998,  Valadez  and  two  other  tribal  members  were  taught  the 
language  in  work  financed  by  the  Administration  for  Native  Americans. 

A broader  curriculum  was  developed  for  youngsters  from  Head  Start  through 
high  school.  Six  units  discuss  important  parts  of  the  Klallam  culture  --  sea 
life,  animals,  community,  the  salmon  ceremony,  canoe  journey,  and  potlatch, 
the  ceremonial  feast  of  North  Pacific  coastal  tribes. 

Lessons  and  craft  projects,  such  as  making  dream  catchers,  cedar-bark 
bracelets  and  drums,  give  the  tribal  students  pride  and  identity.  Only  the 
high  school  course  includes  the  language. 

Elder  Bea  Charles,  80,  sees  pride  and  respect  returning  to  the  children 
through  words. 

She  remembers  when  she  was  a child,  seeing  her  great-grandfather ' s 
sadness  as  language  and  customs  were  taken  from  his  people  during  the  first 
half  of  the  century.  Children  were  punished  for  speaking  their  native  tongue 
and  forced  to  speak  English. 

More  than  65  years  later,  she  has  been  helping  to  preserve  the  language. 
She  and  several  other  tribal  members  gave  her  90-year-old  uncle  Ed  Sampson  a 
tape  recorder  and  sat  with  him  for  two  years  until  his  death  in  1992. 

"We  had  lots  of  fun  when  my  uncle  was  recording,"  Charles  said.  "I'll 
tell  you,  he  was  comical.  One  of  his  statements  was,  'They  told  us  not  to 
speak  our  language.  Now,  the  white  man  wants  us  to  speak  it  again.'  " 

"Transcribing  was  the  worst  part,"  said  Charles.  "It  was  such  a tedious 
job  to  go  through  the  tape,  stop  and  translate  it  into  English.  We  had  quite 
a time  because  you're  groping  around  for  words  that  match  the  meaning  in  our 
language . " 


Andre  Cramblit,  Operations  Director 
The  Northern  California  Indian  Development  Council 
http://www.ncidc.org 

NCIDC  is  a non-profit  organization  that  helps  meet  the  social,  educational, 
and  economic  development  needs  of  American  Indian  communities.  NCIDC 
operates  a fine  art  gallery  and  gift  boutique  featuring  the  best  of 
American  Indian  Artist's  and  their  work,  with  emphasis  placed  on  the  work 
of  the  Tribes  of  N.W.  California. 

(http : //www . ncidc . org/ gift/ gift home . htm#anchorgift ) 


Subscribe  to  The  Red  Road  Newsletter  by  sending  an  email  to: 

TheRedRoadNews letter- subscribe@onelist . com 

"RE : Talking  a Tribal  Tongue"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Apr  2000  08:44:20  -0500 
From:  "John  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  04-22-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Talking  a tribal  tongue 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
04/19/2000 

English  was  the  second  language  in  the  home  where  George  Bunny  grew  up. 

He  didn't  learn  to  speak  English,  in  fact,  until  he  went  away  to  the  Euchee 
Mission  boarding  school,  near  Sapulpa,  sometime  during  the  1940s. 

Until  then,  he  said  what  he  needed  to  say  in  Creek,  because  plenty  of  the 
people  around  him  understood  him. 

There  still  are  those  who  speak  that  ancient  language,  "but  they're  not 
speaking  as  well  as  I'd  like  them  to,"  said  the  70-year-old  Bunny. 

So  he  has  become  the  teacher. 

Bringing  back  and  preserving  the  Creek  words  is  important  because,  "I  am 
a Creek  Indian,"  he  said,  sounding  amazed  that  anyone  would  ask. 

He  can't  pinpoint  when  Indians  stopped  speaking  the  tribal  tongue  in  their 
homes,  but  he's  pretty  sure  why.  People  began  to  intermarry,  and  children 
didn't  learn,  didn't  teach  their  children. 

About  15  years  ago.  Bunny  enrolled  in  a class  to  refresh  his  language 
skills . 

The  materials  included  books  and  tapes  and  readers  from  the  original  work 
on  the  Creek  alphabet  by  a missionary  whose  name  Bunny  doesn't  recall.  The 
19-character  alphabet  is  passed  on  phonetically. 

When  he  graduated,  he  started  teaching.  All  ages  come  to  hear  him,  and 
some  Seminoles,  whose  language  is  similar  to  the  Creeks.  He  presumes  they 
want  to  pass  it  on  to  their  children,  or  that  they  anticipate,  as  he  does, 
that  "You  might  run  into  some  Indian  woman  or  man  that  doesn't  speak 
English,"  as  there  are  a number  of  those  around,  still. 

The  most  recent  run  of  classes  began  Tuesday  night,  but  students  can 
still  join.  It  will  last  for  eight  weeks,  each  Tuesday  night,  on  the 
Oklahoma  City  University  campus.  Cost  is  $35.  George  Bunny's  phone  number 
is  947-7752. 

Bunny  has  a few  friends  who  can  carry  on  a Creek  conversation,  but  when 
they're  not  available,  he  says  sentences  and  phrases  to  himself  just  for 
the  pleasure  of  it. 

Other  speakers  are  "just  gradually  scooting  away  from  it." 

In  fact,  they're  permanently  scooting  away.  And  with  them  could  possibly 
go  the  last  of  the  Creek  people  who  speak  the  Creek  sounds. 

And  the  Creek  language  would  die  forever. 

That,  said  George  Bunny,  "would  be  kind  of  disappointing." 

"RE;  Booster  of  Catawba  language  not  Indian?"  


Date:  Fri,  05  May  2000  10:52:53  -0400 


From:  "Gayle  Swanson"  <gswanson(a)chanlotteobsenven . com> 

Sub  j : Please  check  out  this  stony  on  chanlotte.com 

FORWARD,  Oniginal  message  follows  

http://www.chanlotte.com/obsenven/0505thunden.htm 

Posted  at  10:08  p.m.  EDT  Thunsday,  May  4,  2000 
Boosten  of  Catawba  language  not  Indian? 

Imposton  did  good,  anthnopologist  wnites 
By  DAVID  PERLMUTT 

When  the  man  known  as  Red  Thunden  Cloud  died  in  1996,  his  passing  was 
widely  lamented  fon  taking  the  language  of  the  S.C. -based  Catawba  Indians 
to  the  gnave. 

The  New  Yonk  Times  said  he  was  "the  last  human  link  to  the  ancient 
language  of  his  people." 

Atlantic  Monthly:  "To  a centain  extent  the  Catawbas  died  with  Red 
Thunden  Cloud . " 

And  the  Times  of  London:  "Anothen  Red  Indian  language  was  bunied 
yestenday,  with  the  funenal  in  Massachusetts  of  Red  Thunden  Cloud." 

Now  a long-held  suspicion  about  Chief  Cloud  is  out  in  the  open.  Not  only 
was  he  not  a memben  of  the  Catawba  tnibe,  he  wasn't  a Native  Amenican.  He 
was  black  and  a descendant  on  his  mothen's  side  of  a pnominent  Baltimone 
family. 

So  wnites  Smithsonian  anthnopologist  and  ethnologist  Ives  Goddand  in  an 
anticle  to  be  neleased  today  by  the  Society  fon  the  Study  of  the 
Indigenous  Languages  of  the  Amenicas. 

Red  Thunden  Cloud  told  people  his  neal  name  was  Canlos  Ashibie  Hawk 
Westez,  the  son  of  a Catawba  mothen  and  a Hondunan  fathen.  And  since  1938, 
when  he  wnote  noted  anthnopologist  Fnank  Speck  that  he  was  "a  16-yean-old 
Catawba  Indian,"  he  lived  his  life  as  a Catawba  until  he  died,  penhaps 
knowing  as  much  of  the  tnibe' s language  as  anybody. 

But  Goddand,  dniven  by  cuniosity  about  the  chief's  claims,  discovened 
his  neal  name  was  Cnomwell  Ashbie  Hawkins  West. 

His  matennal  gnandfathen  was  William  Ashbie  Hawkins,  one  of  Baltimone 's 
finst  black  lawyens,  and  his  fathen  was  Cnomwell  West,  a Newpont,  R.I., 
dnuggist.  Goddand  dnew  his  conclusions  aften  seanching  binth  and  death 
centificates,  and  census  and  wonk  neconds  in  Newpont.  No  one  knows  why  he 
cneated  the  elabonate  deception. 

"He  lived  a masquenade,  but  in  a sense  neally  did  become  the  last 
speaken  of  the  Catawba  language,"  Goddand  said  in  an  intenview.  "Why  I 
think  this  is  a gneat  stony  is  that  he  decided  as  a teen-agen  not  to  be 
black  fon  whateven  neasons.  He  couldn't  pass  himself  as  white,  so  he 
became  a Catawba.  He  leanned  thein  language  fnom  the  last  speakens  and 
became  a veny  significant  penson  in  his  little  niche. 

"He  went  to  the  Catawbas  in  South  Canolina  and  helped  them  with  thein 
language  pnognam.  Evenybody  who  met  him  liked  him.  He  didn't  deny  his  own 
henitage,  just  neinvented  it  into  Indians." 

The  Catawba  tnibe  today  has  about  2,600  membens,  about  1,200  of  whom 
live  anound  the  nesenvation  in  Yonk  County,  S.C.  The  tnibe' s language 
began  to  fade  when  Monmon  missionanies  came  to  the  nesenvation  nean  Font 
Mill,  S.C.,  in  the  late  1800s  to  convent  Catawbas.  It  funthen  declined 
when  Catawbas  began  mannying  outside  the  tnibe. 

In  his  1938  letten  to  Speck,  Thunden  Cloud  claimed  he  was  naised  among 
the  Nannagansett  Indians  in  Rhode  Island,  and  was  living  with  the 
Shinnecock  Indians  on  Long  Island,  N.Y. 

He  neponted  he  planned  to  visit  "my  home  down  on  the  Catawba 
nesenvation"  in  South  Canolina.  He  wnote  the  Catawba  language  was  still 
alive  and  "thene  ane  two  othens  who  still  speak  the  language  down  to 
Catawba."  He  signed  the  letten  "Chief  Red  Thunden  Cloud." 

Linguist  Fnank  Seibent  leanned  of  Thunden  Cloud  when  he  visited  the 
nesenvation  in  1941  and  met  with  him  in  New  Yonk  a month  laten.  "Seibent 
often  necalled  his  sunpnise  on  being  appnoached  by  what  appeaned  to  be  a 
young  black  man  wnapped  Indian-style  in  a blanket,"  Goddand  wnote. 

Thunden  Cloud  told  Seibent  and  othens  his  gnandmothen,  Ada  McMechen 
Hawkins,  was  Catawba  and  he  leanned  the  language  fnom  his  gnandfathen, 
"William  Ashibie  Hawk,"  whom  he  called  Stnong  Eagle. 


He  visited  the  Catawba  reservation  for  two  weeks  in  1944  and  spent  six 
months  there  the  following  year. 

Gilbert  Blue,  the  Catawba's  chief  for  27  years,  remembers  Red  Thunder 
Cloud  lived  with  Blue's  grandfather,  Sam  Blue,  generally  recognized  as  the 
last  person  fluent  in  the  tribal  tongue. 

The  two  fished  and  hunted  together,  and  sat  - usually  with  Sam  Blue's 
sister,  Sally  Gordon  - and  discussed  the  language. 

Gilbert  Blue  couldn't  be  reached  this  week,  but  told  The  Observer  in 
1996  he  didn't  know  of  any  of  Thunder  Cloud's  ancestry  on  the  tribal  rolls. 
Until  his  death.  Thunder  Cloud  made  his  living  as  a Catawba  singer,  dancer 
and  storyteller,  traveling  the  country  and  Europe  with  a dance  troupe.  He 
also  sold  a line  of  herbal  teas,  using  recipes  he  learned  from  other 
American  Indians. 

UNCCharlotte  English  professor  Blair  Rudes,  a Catawba  expert  who  is 
finishing  a paper  on  Thunder  Cloud,  said  he  was  adept  at  learning 
languages,  "but  was  a speaker  of  the  Catawba  as  a second  language.  He  was 
a very  good  speaker,  but  many  of  his  pronunciations  were  awkward  and 
contained  errors.  Because  he  outlived  Sam  Blue,  one  could  say  he  took 
fluency  with  him . " 

Still,  Gilbert  Blue  cringed  when  he  read  that  Thunder  Cloud's  death 
meant  the  death  of  the  Catawba  language.  In  the  1996  interview,  he  said, 
"Our  language  is  well-recorded,  and  we're  beginning  to  teach  language 
classes"  at  the  reservation  near  Fort  Mill. 

Before  he  died  in  1959,  Sam  Blue  told  anthropologist  William  Sturtevant 
that  he  doubted  Thunder  Cloud  was  Indian. 

"His  successful  lifelong  masquerade  puts  him  in  a class  with  the 
Englishman  who  was  the  Ojibway  Grey  Owl  and  the  African  American  who  was 
the  Blackfoot  Buffalo  Child  Long  Dance,  both  the  subject  of  films," 

Goddard  wrote. 

"But  Red  Thunder  Cloud's  accomplishment  in  becoming  a speaker  of  Catawba 
puts  him  outside  the  class  of  ordinary  impostors.  His  work  was  not 
insignificant . " 
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Prayers  offered  salmon  before  run  to  Pacific 

Tribe  releases  hatchery  fish  to  supplement  wild  Chinook  stocks 

Rocky  Barker  - The  Idaho  Statesman 

5/1/2000 

YELLOWPINE,  Idaho  _ Chuck  Axtell's  ancient  song  rang  through  the  Johnson 
Creek  canyon,  a prayer  of  strength  for  thousands  of  4-inch  Chinook  salmon 
starting  their  800-mile  journey  to  the  Pacific. 

As  his  traditional  Nez  Perce  chant  reached  its  crescendo,  the  clouds 
parted,  bathing  the  holy  man  in  sunlight  as  an  eagle  added  its  screeching 
voice  to  the  harmony. 

The  endangered  Chinook  salmon,  raised  in  the  McCall  National  Hatchery, 
were  returned  to  the  native  water  of  their  parents  by  a fisheries  team  of 
the  Nez  Perce  Tribe. 

Axtell's  blessing  was  an  expression  of  hope  these  fish  will  become  a 
lifeline  that  preserves  the  unique  characteristics  that  keep  salmon 
returning  to  Johnson  Creek  and  Idaho. 

"The  significance  of  what  we  are  doing  is  that  we  are  sending  our  voices, 
our  energy  and  our  commitment  with  the  salmon,"  said  Silas  Whitman,  the  Nez 
Perce  fisheries  manager. 

The  tribal  team  recently  released  80,000  of  the  18-month-old  Chinook  into 
the  Salmon  River  tributary  100  miles  northeast  of  Boise.  They  are  the 
offspring  of  54  wild  salmon  captured  in  1998  --  a quarter  of  the  salmon 


that  returned  to  Johnson  Creek  that  year. 

In  I960,  about  1,000  salmon  returned  to  spawn  in  Johnson  Creek.  In  1995, 
fewer  than  15  came  home.  If  all  goes  right,  80  to  200  of  the  progeny  of  the 
chinook  the  Nez  Perce  released  will  return  during  the  next  three  years. 

The  project  is  one  of  the  last-ditch  efforts  agencies  across  the  region 
are  trying  to  prevent  the  salmon  from  going  extinct. 

"Our  goal  is  not  to  save  the  fish,"  said  Jason  Vogel,  a research  biologist 
with  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe.  "We  want  to  sustain  the  population  long  enough  so 
that  more  drastic  measures  can  be  taken." 

The  project  is  controversial  because  taking  salmon  out  of  the  wild  and 
placing  them  in  hatcheries  is  one  of  the  root  causes  of  the  fish's  decline 
in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  These  domesticated  salmon  adapt  to  hatchery 
conditions  instead  of  the  rigors  of  the  harsh  natural  environment. 

When  mixed  with  wild  stocks,  hatchery  salmon  reduce  the  genetic  diversity 
of  the  wild  salmon,  making  them  less  productive,  said  Tim  Burton,  a 
fisheries  biologist  with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service. 

The  Forest  Service  initially  challenged  the  project.  Only  four  percent  of 
the  salmon's  historic  range  contains  wild  strains  or  stocks  of  salmon.  Only 
15  percent  of  the  remaining  range  has  wild  salmon.  The  Middle  Fork  of  the 
Salmon  River  is  the  largest  basin  where  hatchery  salmon  were  never 
introduced . 

"If  we  continue  to  put  hatchery  stocks  on  wild  stocks,  we  won't  have  any 
wild  salmon  left,"  Burton  said. 

But  the  Johnson  Creek  salmon  were  only  raised  from  egg  to  juvenile  in  the 
hatchery  and  only  for  one  generation.  This  minimal  intervention  reduces  the 
genetic  risk,  said  John  Gebhards,  the  project  leader.  His  team  convinced 
the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  that  the  risk  of  the  wild  salmon 
disappearing  without  intervention  outweighs  the  long-term  genetic  risk. 

Tribal  fisheries  managers  across  the  Pacific  Northwest,  including  Whitman, 
have  embraced  the  use  of  hatcheries  to  jump-start  salmon  recovery.  Projects 
such  as  Johnson  Creek  are  designed  to  increase  the  knowledge  base  to 
determine  how  extensively  the  practice  can  be  used.  Whitman  considers 
salmon  "supplementation"  necessary  because  human  activities  --  dam-building, 
logging,  mining  and  pollution  --  have  broken  the  circle  of  life. 

"Whenever  we  take  something  out  of  life,  we  have  to  give  back  something  of 
equal  value,"  Whitman  said. 

The  salmon  hold  special  significance  for  the  Nez  Perce  and  other  followers 
of  the  Seven  Drum  religion,  Axtell  said.  Each  Sunday,  salmon  is  served 
first,  then  elk  and  then  berries,  indicative  of  the  importance  of  salmon  as 
a food  source. 

This  continuing  connection  makes  restoring  salmon  a sacred  duty  handed 
down  from  parents  and  passed  on  to  children.  Whitman  said,  not  only  for  the 
Nez  Perce  but  for  all  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

"If  we  don't  protect  the  circle  of  life  the  salmon  occupy,  they  will 
disappear,"  Whitman  said.  "Eventually,  we  will,  too." 
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Homesick  Babbitt  is  done  with  politics 
By  Jeff  Barker 
Republic  Washington  Bureau 
April  30,  2000 

WASHINGTON  - Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  weary  of  Washington's 
"witch-hunting  mentality"  and  homesick  for  Arizona,  says  he'll  return  to  the 
state  when  his  service  in  the  Clinton  Cabinet  ends,  but  he  won't  run  for 
governor  in  2002. 

"You'll  be  seeing  a lot  more  of  me  in  Arizona  now,"  the  former  Arizona 
governor  said  in  an  exclusive  interview. 

"People  have  asked  me,  'Why  is  it  that  you  are  involved  so  deeply  in  these 


growth  and  open-space  issues  in  Arizona?  And  you  know,  do  you  have  some  kind 
of  agenda?  Are  you  coming  home  to  run  for  governor  again?'  " 

"My  answer  is,  'I'm  out  of  politics,  but  I am  back  to  Arizona,'  " Babbitt 
said.  "I've  been  away  from  Arizona  for  a long  time.  I'm  a little  bit 
homesick.  I want  to  re-engage  in  Arizona  as  a citizen." 

Babbitt  said  a painful,  19-month  independent  counsel  investigation  that 
ended  last  year  actually  had  a positive  impact  of  sorts:  "It  caused  me  to 
focus  on  what  I really  wanted  to  do.  I guess  I can  console  myself  by  saying 
well,  maybe  I was  the  poster  child  for  the  repeal  of  the  independent 
counsel  statute." 
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Babbitt  gives  Arizona  acreage  in  land  swap 

By  Deff  Barker 

Republic  Washington  Bureau 

May.  4,  2000 

WASHINGTON  - Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  sweetened  the  deal  for 
Arizona  on  Wednesday  in  a proposed  series  of  federal-state  land  swaps  and 
challenged  Gov.  Dane  Hull  to  "get  beyond  rhetorical  positions." 

In  a letter  to  the  governor  delivered  Wednesday,  Babbitt  said  the 
federal  government  was  adding  about  22,000  acres  of  federal  land  adjacent 
to  Buckeye  to  the  79,000  acres  already  made  available  to  the  state  in  the 
region  for  the  proposed  swap. 

Babbitt,  a former  Arizona  governor,  also  proposed  designating  an 
independent  appraiser  to  evaluate  the  series  of  exchanges  to  make  sure 
neither  side  gets  shortchanged. 

Both  of  Babbitt's  moves  Wednesday  were  designed  to  keep  the  negotiations 
with  Hull  on  track. 

The  land  deal  could  be  an  important  part  of  Babbitt's  legacy  as  Interior 
chief.  His  aim  is  to  protect  open  space  from  urban  sprawl  by  acquiring  it 
for  the  federal  government  via  trades. 

In  particular.  Babbitt  told  The  Arizona  Republic,  he  wants  to  preserve 
79,000  acres  of  wild  country  around  Lake  Pleasant  and  an  additional  24,000 
acres  in  the  Silverbell  Mountains  region  near  Tucson. 

Hull  has  said  she  favors  the  concept  of  conserving  the  lands  but  is 
concerned  that  the  state  isn't  being  offered  a fair  return. 

In  the  course  of  the  talks,  Hull's  negotiators  have  questioned  whether 
the  federal  government's  offer  of  Bureau  of  Management  Land  parcels  will 
be  enough.  The  state  has  proposed  that  the  Interior  Department  supplement 
the  offer  with  cash  or  other  considerations  - an  idea  Babbitt  has  so  far 
rejected . 

"Let's  get  beyond  rhetorical  positions  and  down  to  specifics,"  Babbitt 
said  in  Wednesday's  letter.  "I  suggest  that  you  and  I agree  to  designate 
an  independent  appraiser  of  impeccable  reputation  to  examine  these  lands 
and  to  give  us  a general  analysis  on  the  comparative  values  of  the  blocks 
of  federal  and  state  lands." 

Hull  considers  Babbitt's  letter  "clearly  positive,"  spokeswoman  Francie 
Noyes  said  Wednesday. 

Hull  has  said  she  is  bound  to  get  the  best  return  possible  because 
proceeds  from  state  trust  lands  largely  benefit  the  state's  public  schools. 
The  state  was  still  studying  the  changes  to  Babbitt's  proposal. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Contact:  Rex  Hackler  (202)208-6087 

Statement  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior-  Indian  Affairs  Kevin 
Gover  on  the  Approval  of  the  California  Gaming  Compacts 

"The  approval  of  these  compacts  helps  bring  to  a close  a long  and 
difficult  phase  in  the  implementation  of  the  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act 
For  twelve  years  the  Tribal  governments  of  California  have  diligently 
moved  forward,  through  some  extremely  difficult  and  trying  times  to 
secure  their  rights  of  self-determination  through  Tribal  government 
gaming.  Today,  they  have  redeemed  their  rights. 

"The  resolution  of  this  issue  demonstrates  that  the  political  process 
works  when  people  of  foresight,  and  good  will  resolve  themselves  to 
finding  a solution. 

"This  is  a victory  for  respectful  government-to-government  relations 
between  States  and  Tribes  and  for  Tribal  self-determination.  We  commend 
the  Tribal  governments  of  California  for  their  fortitude  and  perseverance 
the  State  of  California  for  working  to  find  a solution,  and  especially 
the  people  of  the  State  of  California  for  using  their  voice  to  demand  a 
fair  and  honorable  solution." 

— "RE:  Penashue  wins  Atlantic  Journalism  Award"  
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The  President  of  the  Innu  Nation  "Peter  Penashue"  won  an  Atlantic 
Journalism  award  for  a commentary  on  the  weekend.  Judges  called  it  an 
intimate  and  moving  portrayal  of  a grief  stricken  community 
struggling  with  the  loss  of  young  people  to  suicide. 

Program:  17  CBC  Radio  On  The  Go  Media:  CBN-AM 
Reporter:  GILHOOLY/BLACKBURN  Air  Date:  Mon,  May  08 
Anchor:  GILHOOLY/BLACKBURN 

Jeff  Gilhooly:  As  you  may  have  heard  earlier  today  the  President  of 
the  Innu  Nation  Peter  Penashue  won  an  Atlantic  Journalism  award  for  a 
commentary  on  the  weekend.  Judges  called  it  an  intimate  and  moving 
portrayal  of  a grief  stricken  community  struggling  with  the  loss  of 
young  people  to  suicide. 

Teresa  Blackburn:  The  commentary  produced  by  the  CBC's  Marie  Wadded 
was  first  broadcast  in  November  of  last  year.  It  followed  a number  of 
youth  suicides  one  of  which  touched  the  Innu  leader  personally.  We 
are  going  to  replay  the  commentary  for  you  now  and  then  speak  with 
Peter  Penashue. 

Peter  Penashue:  In  July,  I was  in  a hotel  room  in  St.  John's  with  my 
son  Ben  when  I received  a call  from  my  wife  at  6:30  in  the  morning. 

My  son's  best  friend  had  hung  himself  during  the  night.  The  news 
shocked  me  as  any  parent.  An  hour  before  our  flight  home  to  Goose 
Bay,  Labrador  I told  him  about  the  bad  news.  He  cried  and  cried  and 
cried.  In  his  hands  he  held  the  Back  Street  Boys  CD  he  bought  for  his 
friend  Chano.  Inside  I cried  too  for  his  friend  and  for  our  people.  I 
couldn't  tell  him  that  there  had  been  another  suicide  that  night  as 
well.  As  any  parent  would,  I wanted  to  protect  him  from  this 
overwhelming  news.  I was  having  a difficult  time  understanding  why 
suicides  in  our  community  continue  to  happen  and  wondered  how  my  13 
year  old  son  would  handle  it.  This  past  Sunday  morning  we  received  a 
call  from  our  neighbor.  The  news  wasn't  good.  It  never  is  that  early 
in  the  morning.  Another  friend  of  my  son's  have  just  committed 


suicide.  This  time  a shot  gun  to  the  head  instead  of  the  rope.  The 
boy's  girlfriend  and  another  friend  came  to  my  house  looking  for  Ben. 

I heard  my  son  and  his  friends  crying  in  his  room.  I didn't  say 
anything.  What  could  I say.  I felt  it  better  this  way.  He  and  his 
friends  were  comforting  each  other.  Children  helping  one  another  deal 
with  a death  of  a friend,  children  supporting  each  other.  Parents 
like  myself  find  it  very  difficult  to  know  what  to  do  in  these 
terrible  situations.  The  only  thing  we  can  do  is  show  compassion. 

Tell  our  children  we  love  them  and  be  there  for  support.  In  the  last 
40  years  the  Mushawa  and  Inshuju  Innu  communities  have  faced 
incredible  turmoil  in  moving  from  our  traditional  ways  to  our  current 
situation.  This  transitional  journey  was  forced  upon  us  to  places  and 
situations  with  which  we  are  not  familiar.  The  results  have  been  pain 
and  despair  at  the  deepest  level.  We  had  no  choice  but  rely  on  the 
church  and  government  and  they  have  both  failed  us.  Today  as  parents 
and  community  leaders,  we  must  look  forward,  we  must  once  again  take 
responsibility  of  our  people.  We  need  the  support  of  Canadians  and 
the  government  but  we  and  we  alone  must  control  the  future  of  our 
people.  I don't  want  Ben's  children  to  go  through  what  he  had 
endured.  We  must  create  hope  for  the  Innu  and  that  hope  includes  a 
future  in  which  the  Innu  determine  their  own  destiny.  We  must  keep 
hope  alive. 

Teresa  Blackburn:  That  was  Peter  Penashue's  award  winning  commentary. 
The  President  of  the  Innu  Nation  is  on  the  line  with  leff. 

leff  Gilhooly:  Peter  Penashue  it's  been  about  six  months  since  you 
wrote  that  commentary  has  anything  changed? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  I think  that  in  the  situation  like  we've  had  in 
the  past  I think  it's  very  difficult  for  people  not  to  be  effected. 

And  certainly  I was  affected  in  terms  of  what  was  happening  in  the 
community  and  certainly  affected  through  my  son  in  terms  of  his 
experience  with  the  suicide  of  his  friend  and  I think  it's  very 
difficult  for  everyone  in  a situation  like  that.  I'd  like  to  believe 
that  things  are  changing.  I know  sometimes  that  that's  not  true.  But 
I think  that  it's  important  to  be  optimistic  and  hope  that  things 
will  come  for  the  better.  But  in  terms  of  the  stuff  that  has  been 
happening  between  ourselves  and  government  including  the  federal  and 
provincial  government  I don't  think  much  has  changed.  Certainly  when 
we  signed  the  November  24th  agreement  with  federal  and  provincial 
governments  to  sort  of  facilitate  the  discussions  on  all  fronts 
including  policing,  education  and  the  governance  in  the  community  nd 
establishing  a process  for  programs  and  services  that  would  be 
applied  to  the  community.  I don't  think  that  has  changed.  Certainly 
we  are  no  further  ahead  than  we  were  on  November  24,  1999. 

leff  Gilhooly:  You  were  live  with  me  that  day  here  on  "On  The  Go" 
talking  about  that  and  it  appeared  to  be  at  that  time  a break 
through.  You  said,  well  lets  see  where  it  goes,  let's  see  what 
happens.  But  you're  saying  it's  just  stalled,  there  has  been  no 
movement  on  that. 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  six  months  later  nothing  concrete  has  happened 
on  the  home  front  in  terms  of  programs  and  services  that  would  help 
facilitate  the  discussion  or  resolution  of  all  the  issues  that  we 
have  been  dealing  with  in  the  community. 

leff  Gilhooly:  Can  we  talk  about  let's  say  Davis  Inlet  for  example, 
the  move  to  Natwashish,  surely  that's  something  to  build  for. 

Peter  Penashue:  I think  that's  a positive  move  certainly  in  the 
community  of  Davis  Inlet  and  I think  that  creates  a lot  of  hope  for 
the  community  including  young  people.  But  certainly  all  the  programs 
and  services  that  are  key  in  terms  of  the  community.  For  example 
social  services  the  education,  policing  all  these  programs  need  to  be 
working  on  an  integrated  front.  And  we  felt  that  had  we  gone  under 
the  federal  system  and  if  that  were  open  to  us  we  would  be  able  to 
deal  with  the  social  problems  in  our  community  much  effectively  than 
what  we've  been  able  to.  Cause  right  now  what  we  have  is  a mixture  of 
provincial  responsibilities,  federal  responsibilities  and  community 
responsibilities  and  trying  to  bring  all  those  pieces  together.  In 


the  meantime  other  organizations  or  communities  such  as  for  example 
Connie  River,  they  are  being  provided  with  resources  directly  by  the 
federal  government  to  provide  the  programs  and  services  within  their 
communities.  So  they  are  given  the  responsibility  and  in  this  case  we 
are  certainly  not  given  the  toll  to  be  able  to  work  with  the  issues 
at  hand  in  the  communities.  And  we  are  certainly  having  a difficult 
time  getting  the  resources  to  be  able  to  do  so. 

leff  Gilhooly:  If  we  move  back  to  the  award,  can  winning  an  award 
like  you  won  help  trigger  movement? 

Peter  Penashue:  I think  what  it  does  is  it  helps  facilitate  the 
discussion,  now  question.  Because  for  example  had  I not  won  the  award 
you  wouldn't  have  called  me.  And  it  also  creates  other  interests  from 
other  media  agencies  and  that  also  helps  to  move  the  discussion.  For 
example  I got  an  invitation  to  speak  to  a delegation  in  Israel  which 
I'm  attending  and  I am  also  going  to  be  making  a presentation  at  the 
University  of  Jerusalem  to  the  Hebrew  University.  We  need  to  do  more 
of  those  and  we  are  going  to  do  more  of  those.  And  I think  perhaps 
our  problem  in  the  past  has  been  that  we  got  too  comfortable,  we  got 
too,  we  thought  that  we  had  an  agreement  and  therefor  things  were 
going  to  happen  and  we  didn't  have  to  work  the  other  fronts. 

Jeff  Gilhooly:  One  final  thing,  on  a personal  note  for  you,  what  do 
you  take  away  from  an  award  like  that? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  in  this  business  we  don't  get  very  much 
recognition  and  of  course  I appreciate  that  and  I am  very  grateful 
for  that,  for  me  on  a personal  note  that's  what  I take  away  from 
that.  But  it  also  allows  the  community  for  an  opportunity  to  voice 
the  concerns  that  we  have  and  obviously  that  allows  me  to  do  that 
much  more  effectively. 

Jeff  Gilhooly:  Well  it  was  certainly  a powerful  piece.  Peter  Penashue 
we  thank  you  for  your  time  today. 

Peter  Penashue:  You're  welcome. 

Jeff  Gilhooly:  Okay  bye  now.  Peter  Penashue  is  President  of  the  Innu  Nation. 
Larry  Innes 

Director  of  Policy  and  Research  (Lands  and  Resources) 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  linnes@innu.ca  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
>http : //www. innu . ca 

"RE : Eagles  and  Buffaloes  and  Bears"  

Date:  Thu,  11  May  2000  18:15:00  -0600 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Eagles  and  Buffaloes  and  Bears...  oh  no!  (oh  yes!  - Buffalo  News) 

Buffalo  News 

* Update  from  the  Field  - May  11,  2000 

* tribal  Sign-on  letter 

* Grazing  threatens  Grand  Teton  National  Park 
Together  we  can  raise  our  voices  - FOR  THE  BUFFALO! ! 


5/11/00 

Greetings  Friends  of  the  Buffalo, 

After  several  weeks  of  spring/summer  weather,  we  woke  this  morning 
with  a blanket  of  snow  on  the  ground.  A small  group  of  buffalo  is  on 
the  move  for  green  grass  outside  the  invisible  Park  boundaries  and 
the  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  is  in  town  to  harass  them. 

Our  patrols  noted  three  DOL  trucks  arriving  from  Helena  yesterday 
afternoon  with  horse  trailers  and  all-terrain-vehicles  (ATVs)  in  tow. 
Within  minutes  of  their  arrival,  the  agents  unloaded  their  ATVs  and 
went  to  work  at  hazing  a group  of  buffalo  with  cracker-gun  rounds 
back  into  Yellowstone  National  Park  (YNP) . 

As  I write,  there  is  another  hazing  operation  underway.  Three  DOL 


agents  on  horseback  chased  a lone  buffalo  into  the  Park  near  Duck 
Creek,  violating  the  Park's  grizzly  bear  closure  in  the  process. 

Once  inside  the  park,  they  continued  to  fire  cracker  gun  rounds  at 
the  buffalo  and  ten  others  that  were  grazing  within  Park  boundaries. 
They  are  currently  more  than  a mile  and  a half  inside  the  park  and 
continue  to  chase  the  11  buffalo. 

In  another  incident,  DOL  agents  spent  five  hours  this  morning  chasing 
a lone  bull  buffalo  into  Yellowstone.  The  bull  was  grazing  on 
private  land  nearly  ten  miles  from  the  park's  boundary  near  Highway 
20.  There  are  several  buffalo  on  the  Horse  Butte  peninsula  that 
we've  been  watching  especially  closely  today.  If  the  DOL  attempts  to 
haze  buffalo  from  Horse  Butte,  it  could  help  with  a case  we  are 
building  against  their  actions. 

As  you  may  recall,  we  videotaped  as  the  DOL  violated  the  Horse  Butte 
bald  eagle  closure  with  their  helicopter  and  horses  during  the 
militaristic  hazing  operation  of  April  20.  These  actions  were  in 
clear  violation  of  not  only  the  Forest  Service's  Special  Use  Permit 
(SUP),  which  allows  the  DOL  to  conduct  operations  on  Forest  Service 
land,  but  the  Endangered  Species  Act  (ESA)  as  well. 

Because  of  the  evidentiary  value  of  our  video  footage  and  the 
eye-witness  accounts  of  our  volunteers,  we  are  currently  working  to 
protect  the  bald  eagles  and  buffalo  on  Horse  Butte.  On  Tuesday,  May 
9,  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign,  along  with  Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers 
and  the  Ecology  Center,  Inc.  filed  an  application  for  a Temporary 
Restraining  Order  (TRO)  in  US  District  Court  in  Helena.  The  order  to 
suspend  illegal  buffalo  hazing  operations  by  the  DOL  would  be 
pursuant  to  the  above  ESA  violations. 

If  granted,  this  order  will  restrain  the  DOL,  the  US  Forest  Service, 
and  the  National  Park  Service  from  violating  the  terms  of  their  own 
laws  and  agreements  and  disrupting  threatened  bald  eagles  and  their 
nests  in  a habitat  Closure  Zone  on  the  Horse  Butte  peninsula,  west  of 
Yellowstone  National  Park.  Horse  Butte  provides  excellent  calving 
habitat  for  the  Yellowstone  buffalo,  as  the  peninsula  has  south 
facing  slopes  that  green  up  early  in  the  spring.  The  area  provides 
excellent  eagle  nesting  sites  and  access  to  perches  and  feeding 
areas.  The  restraining  order  will  prevent  any  further  DOL  actions 
that  will  harm  nesting  bald  eagles  on  the  butte  and  give  the  buffalo 
a chance  to  migrate  naturally  back  into  Yellowstone. 

We  will  keep  you  updated  on  the  progress  of  the  restraining  order, 
which  should  come  before  a judge  within  the  next  few  days. 

The  Forest  Service  has  four  cattle  grazing  allotments  on  Horse 
Butte--the  purported  reason  for  the  DOL's  efforts  to  haze  buffalo. 

These  allotments  brought  in  $750.60  to  the  US  Treasury  in  1997.  Last 
winter,  the  DOL,  alone  spent  $225,854  in  this  contested  area, 
amounting  to  a cost  of  at  least  $1,536  to  "protect"  each  of  the 
cow-calf  pairs  that  lease  federal  lands  in  the  area  between  Dune  and 
October.  This  does  not  include  the  monies  from  Congressional 
allocations.  Forest  Service,  Park  Service  or  state  and  federal  law 
enforcement!  (Contact  if  you  would  like  a breakdown  of  the  figures 
at  mailto:cmcr@wildrockies.org)  Ultimately,  grazing  allotments 
adjacent  to  Yellowstone  National  Park  should  be  devoted  to  wildlife 
habitat.  Over  40,000  petitioners  recently  requested  this  from  the 
Forest  Service,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Babbitt  and  President 
Clinton.  Montana  needs  to  accept  that  wild  bison,  not  dead  bison 
carcasses  on  cattle  grazing  allotments,  are  preferred  on  the  Montana 
landscape. 

The  buffalo  have  been  returning  to  the  park  on  their  own,  and  many  of 
have  given  birth  during  the  past  week.  Dust  this  morning,  one  of  our 
patrols  observed  a newborn  calf  and  its  mother  beside  the  Madison 
River . 

Despite  today's  frosty  weather,  we  are  gearing  up  for  the  summer 
campaign,  when  we  shift  our  focus  to  outreach  and  education.  Look 
for  us  at  our  table  in  Yellowstone  National  Park,  where  we'll  be 
every  day  between  Memorial  Day  and  Labor  Day. 

We  are  currently  at  work  on  our  latest  newsletter.  It  will  contain 


in-depth  background  information  on  the  Yellowstone  herd  and  our  work 
for  their  protection.  If  you  would  like  to  receive  a copy  and  are 
not  already  on  our  mailing  list,  send  us  your  address  and  we'll  send 
you  one  hot  off  the  press.  It  will  be  available  by  the  first  of 
Dune. 

Thank  you  for  helping  us  protect  America's  last  wild,  free-roaming 
buffalo.  Our  patrols  will  be  out  in  the  field  documenting  the  DOL's 
every  move  until  the  last  buffalo  returns  to  Yellowstone.  We 
couldn't  do  it  without  your  support. 

For  the  Buffalo, 

Dan  Brister  Buffalo  Field  Campaign 

Donations  are  needed  and  tax-deductible  - Please  send  them  to  the 
only  group  with  the  buffalo  365  days  of  the  year  Buffalo  Field 
Campaign  POB  957  West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 


For  Information  about  a Tribal  Letter  for  the  Buffalo  from 

Winona  LaDuke;  Flonor  the  Earth  - Please  go  to 

http : / /www .wild roc kies. org/ Buffalo/ polit k99/t r iba llet . html 


For  information  regarding  the  buffalo  of  Grand  Teton  National  Park 
and  what  you  can  do  to  help  please  visit: 
http://www.wildrockies.org/Buffalo/politk99/tetonmoo.html 


New  info  on  the  plight  of  the  last  wild  buffalo: 
http: //www.wildrockies .org/buffalo 

BFC  is  the  only  group  working  365  days  a year  in  Yellowstone 
with  the  buffalo. 

Which  T-shirt  do  you  like  the  best?  - they  look  great,  are  organic, 
peroxide  bleached  cotton  and  make  great  gifts,  too!! 
http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo/teez . html 


Schedule  a showing  of  the  Buffalo  Compilation  Video  in  your 
community.  For  more  info:  mailto:cmcr@wildrockies.org 

- — "RE:  Don't  Bother  the  Dams"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Apr  2000  21:10:59  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Don't  bother  the  DAMS? 

Seattle  Times:  Reprieve  for  dams  expected; 

revisit  removal  in  5-10  years,  agency  to  suggest 
http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/ local /html98/dams27m_20000427. html 
Thursday,  April  27,  2000,  12:00  a.m.  Pacific 
by  The  Associated  Press 

WASFIINGTON  - The  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  is  expected  to 
say  next  month  that  four  Snake  River  dams  should  remain  standing  for 
at  least  five  or  10  more  years. 

After  that,  if  not  enough  progress  has  been  made  in  recovering 
endangered  salmon,  the  dams  should  be  breached,  the  agency  is 
expected  to  say  in  a draft  opinion,  due  out  May  22. 

The  plan  would  invite  the  region's  government  leaders,  businesses 
and  residents  to  work  to  avoid  dam  removal  by  taking  steps  such  as 
leaving  buffers  along  streams,  covering  irrigation  intakes,  spilling 
water  over  dams,  increasing  stream  flows  and  improving  water  quality. 

The  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  which  is  conducting  its  own  study 
and  plans  to  make  a final  recommendation  on  breaching  in  the  late 
fall,  is  expected  to  follow  the  fisheries  service's  lead  and 
recommend  a course  that  keeps  the  dams  operating  in  the  short  term. 

The  opinion  could  cool  some  of  the  red-hot  political  debate  about 
the  dams  in  a critical  election  year.  But  it  may  not. 

Environmentalists  say  any  biological  opinion  that  does  not  make 
dam  removal  an  immediate  priority  ignores  what  science  says  is  the 
best  short-term  help  for  the  fish. 

Environmentalists  are  likely  to  file  a lawsuit,  claiming  the 


service  has  not  met  its  obligations  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act 
and  other  federal  laws. 

Dam  defenders,  on  the  other  hand,  want  to  see  the  issue  settled 
quickly  and  finally,  not  tied  to  the  progress  of  salmon  across  the 
region . 

Removal  "has  to  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits,"  said  Bruce 
Lovelin,  executive  director  of  the  Columbia  River  Alliance,  a 
coalition  of  industry  groups. 

But  Will  Stelle,  regional  director  of  the  fisheries  service,  said 
the  four  dams  in  southeastern  Washington  - Ice  Harbor,  Lower 
Monumental,  Little  Goose  and  Lower  Granite  - should  be  viewed  in  the 
context  of  overall  salmon  recovery. 

When  the  service  first  ordered  a 1995  study  of  the  option  of 
breaching  the  dams,  three  salmon  stocks  were  listed,  all  on  the 
Snake . 

Now  13  fish  stocks  are  listed  throughout  the  Columbia  Basin. 

Stelle  contends  the  stocks  at  most  risk  are  in  the  upper  Columbia  and 
Willamette  rivers. 

Copyright  (c)  2000  The  Seattle  Times  Company 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/general/ copy right . html 

"RE : FBI  loins  Probe  at  Casino  Arizona"  

Date:  Fri,  5 May  2000  21:49:25  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona. EDU 

Sub  j : FBI  joins  probe  at  Casino  Arizona:  Workers  suspected  of  taking  loans 
from  poker  players  (Fwd) 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Date:  May.  4,  2000 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/a rizona /article s/0 504casino04. html 
FBI  joins  probe  at  Casino  Arizona 

Workers  suspected  of  taking  loans  from  poker  players 
By  Carol  Sowers  and  Chip  Scutari 
The  Arizona  Republic 
May.  4,  2000 

The  FBI  is  looking  into  allegations  of  loan  sharking  in  one  of  two 
casinos  on  the  Salt  River  Indian  Reservation  east  of  Scottsdale. 

FBI  officials  would  not  confirm  its  involvement,  but  a source  close  to 
the  investigation  said  Wednesday  that  the  agency  has  joined  the  probe 
already  being  conducted  by  the  Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  Indian  Community's 
gaming  authority,  the  Arizona  Gaming  Department  and  tribal  police. 

The  Gaming  Department  started  investigating  two  weeks  ago  after  the 
tribe  suspended  the  gaming  licenses  of  four  Casino  Arizona  employees 
suspected  of  taking  loans  from  high-stakes  poker  players  at  the  gaming 
venue . 

Gaming  Department  spokesman  Paul  Walker  said  there  has  been  no  evidence 
of  organized  crime. 

He  also  said  his  department  is  hampered  by  a decision  that  does  not 
allow  the  state  to  oversee  poker  in  Indian  casinos.  As  a result,  he  said. 
Gaming  Department  investigators  have  been  denied  copies  of  certain  Casino 
Arizona  records  and  must  go  to  the  gambling  hall  to  look  at  them. 

The  four  Casino  Arizona  employees  under  investigation  are  General 
Manager  Mark  Preston,  card-room  manager  Eddie  Kruczynski,  his  wife,  Mary, 
and  floor  person  William  "Mugsy"  Pierazzolli.  They  could  not  be  reached 
for  comment  Wednesday. 

The  Salt  River  Indian  Community  and  other  Arizona  gaming  tribes  have 
policies  against  employees  taking  loans  from  players.  But  Arizona  has  no 
law  against  making  high-interest  loans  as  long  as  force  is  not  used  to 
collect  the  money. 

Reach  the  reporter  at  Chip.Scutari@ArizonaRepublic.com  or 
(602)  444-7482. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 


RE:  National  Park  Lines 


Date:  Sat,  6 May  2000  06:41:36  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub  j : National  Park  Lines  2000-18 

- - FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  owner -npca-ypn@lists .npca.org 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

National  Park  Lines  2000-18,  Friday,  May  05,  2000 
News  for  NPCA's  Park  Activist  Network 

E-mail:  TakeAction@npca.org  Web:  http://www.npca.org 
In  this  issue: 

1.  Snowmachine  Fact:  Wildlife  Impacts 

2.  Snowmachines : Will  You  loin  Us? 

3.  Flelp  Protect  Remaining  Sierra  Nevada  Big  Horn  Sheep 

4.  Parks  And  Communities  - One  In  The  New  Millennium 

5.  Park  Speak 

SNOWMACHINE  FACT  - WILDLIFE  IMPACTS:  NPCA  has  made  supporting  the 
National  Park  Service's  recent  announcement  to  ban  snowmachines 
throughout  the  park  system  a top  priority.  Therefore,  we  will  begin  to 
bring  you  news,  facts  and  action  items  each  week  geared  towards 
snowmachines  and  how  they  impact  our  national  parks.  Wildlife  is 
seriously  threatened  by  snowmachines,  as  noise  and  the  physical  presence 
of  snowmobiles  often  cause  animals  to  panic  and  flee,  burning  precocious 
energy.  This  behavioral  response  is  of  concern  because  snowmobile  use 
occurs  when  food  supplies  are  low  and  an  animal's  ability  to  conserve 
energy  may  be  critical  to  its  survival.  Other  documented  impacts  to 
wildlife  include  harassment,  chasing,  and  killing  of  wildlife  by 
snowmobiles.  Yellowstone's  bison  have  been  particularly  impacted. 

TAKE  ACTION!  Please  send  a message  via  phone  or  e-mail  to  the  following 
decision  makers,  urging  them  to  help  our  national  parks  by  supporting 
the  NPS  system-wide  ban  on  snowmobiles,  and  to  reject  any  appropriations 
riders  and  any  other  efforts  to  disrupt  the  NPS's  normal  regulatory 
procedures.  Tell  them  you  support  the  NPS  decision  and  that  snowmobiles 
are  inappropriate  and  the  NPS  should  take  action  to  reduce  or  eliminate 
snowmobile  access  at  all  parks.  Rep.  Bill  Young  (202/225-5961);  Sen. 

Slade  Gorton  (202/224-3441);  President  Clinton 

(president@whitehouse.gov),  and  to  your  House  and  Senate  members,  using 
http://www.npca. org/cgi-bin/congress.pl?cf=npca/cong.cf . Please  let  us 
know  you  took  action  by  sending  a message  to  TakeAction@npca.org 

SNOWMACHINES  - WILL  YOU  30IN  US:  NPCA  is  gearing  up  for  a lobby  day  in 
early  to  mid-3une.  We  will  visit  Members  of  Congress  and  urge  them  to 
support  the  NPS  announcement  to  phase-out  snowmachines  within  our 
national  parks.  We're  looking  for  dedicated  activists  who  feel  strongly 
about  this  issue,  and  are  willing  to  come  to  Washington,  DC  to  help  us 
get  the  message  out  to  decision  makers.  We  don't  have  all  the  details 
yet,  but  please,  just  let  us  know  if  you  would  be  at  all  interested,  and 
when  we  learn  more,  we'll  contact  you  with  information.  Everyone  is 
invited,  though  special  targets  will  be  members  from:  WV,  VT,  MD,  VA, 

NV,  WI,  IL,  IL,  PA,  CO,  WA,  NH . Please  send  a message  to 
TakeAction@npca.org  it  you  would  be  willing  to  travel  to  Washington,  DC 
to  help  us  get  snowmachines  out  of  our  national  parks.  Thanks! 

HELP  PROTECT  REMAINING  SIERRA  NEVADA  BIGHORN  SHEEP!!  In  order  to 
protect  the  remaining  Sierra  Nevada  bighorn  sheep,  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service  (USFS)  has  proposed  to  close  two  domestic  sheep  grazing 
allotments  (Bloody  Canyon  and  Alger  Lakes)  next  to  Sierra  Nevada  bighorn 
sheep  habitat,  in  CA's  Eastern  Sierra  Nevada.  These  bighorn  are  a 
unique  race  found  only  in  this  region,  and  there  are  only  about  125 
adults  remaining,  living  almost  exclusively  on  public  lands  in  the  Inyo 
National  Forest  and  the  Wilderness  areas  of  Sequoia-Kings  Canyon  and 
Yosemite  National  Parks.  Last  year,  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
(FWS)  listed  the  bighorn  as  an  endangered  species  on  an  emergency  basis, 
and  the  listing  is  now  permanent  due  to  the  need  for  immediate  action  in 
order  to  prevent  the  animal's  extinction.  TAKE  ACTION!  Please  write  the 


USFS  to  both  congratulate  them  on  the  proposal,  and  to  follow  through 
with  closing  the  grazing  allotments  to  further  protect  these 
magnificent,  endangered  animals.  Let  them  know  that  recovery  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada  bighorn  is  both  environmentally  and  economically 
favorable,  since  wildlife  viewing  provides  significant  income  annually 
to  tourism-dependent  communities.  As  their  e-mail  system  is  currently 
down,  please  send  your  letter,  postmarked  by  May  22,  to:  Inyo  National 
Forest,  Attn.  Ron  Keil,  Acting  Assistant  Forest  Supervisor,  873  North 
Main  Street,  Bishop,  CA  93514,  or  FAX  your  letter  to  (760)  873-2458. 

For  more  information,  contact  Helen  Wagenvoord,  NPCA  Pacific  Office  at 
hwagenvoord@npca.org.  Please  let  us  know  you  took  action  by  sending  a 
message  to  TakeAction@npca.org. 

PARKS  AND  COMMUNITIES  - ONE  IN  THE  NEW  MILLENNIUM:  On  Saturday  May  20th, 
the  DC  National  Parks  Community  Partners,  the  National  Parks 
Conservation  Association,  and  the  National  Park  Service  will  host  the 
"Parks  and  Communities:  One  in  the  New  Millennium."  The  day-long  event 
will  take  place  at  Anacostia  Park  (near  the  Skating  Pavilion)  and  at 
Rock  Creek  Park  (in  Grove  6 along  Beach  Drive),  from  10am  to  5pm.  The 
event  will  celebrate  the  links  between  the  national  park  units  in  the 
National  Capital  area  and  the  diverse  communities  they  serve.  The 
Anacostia  event  will  be  emceed  by  local  radio  station  WTOP's  "Man  About 
Town"  Bob  Madigan,  and  feature  performances  by  the  East  of  the  River 
Steel  Drum  Band  and  the  Kiamsha  Youth  Organization  Network  to  Freedom 
Singers.  For  further  details,  please  contact  Alan  Spears  at  202-454-3384 
or  aspears@npca.org. 

PARK  SPEAK:  "The  variety  of  life  in  nature  can  be  compared  to  a vast 
library  of  unread  books,  and  the  plundering  of  nature  is  comparable  to 
the  random  discarding  of  whole  volumes  without  having  opened  them,  and 
learned  from  them. .. "--Peter  Matthiessen,  1986 


*National  Park  Lines  is  a publication  of  the  National  Parks  Conservation 
Association's  Park  Activist  Network.  To  learn  how  you  and  your  friends 
can  become  more  involved  in  national  park  advocacy,  visit  our  web  site 
at  http://www.npca.org,  or  contact  our  grassroots  staff  at 
TakeAction@npca.org.  To  subscribe  a friend,  or  to  view  previous 
issues,  visit  http : //www. npca .org/takeaction/pan_parklines . html . 
Comments?  Suggestions?  Tell  us  how  we  can  improve!  Write 
TakeAction@npca . org . 
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ANCHORAGE  (AP)  _ Alaska  Natives  from  the  Yakutat  area  are  calling  for 
cruise  ships  to  stay  out  of  Disenchantment  Bay  during  seal  pupping  season. 

The  bay,  about  halfway  between  Duneau  and  Cordova,  is  a playground  for 
tourists  and  locals  alike.  It  is  also  a nursery  for  harbor  seals  and  a 
traditional  hunting  ground  for  Yakutat  Natives. 

Therein  lies  the  conflict. 

In  about  three  weeks,  cruise  ships  will  begin  making  their  way  back  into 
Disenchantment  Bay.  Their  arrival  will  coincide  with  the  start  of  seal 
pupping  season.  The  ships  will  maneuver  through  ice  flows,  laden  with  newborn 
seal  pups,  to  give  thousands  of  tourists  a close-up  view  of  the  animals  and 
the  Hubbard  Glacier.  The  seals  give  birth  on  glacial  ice  that  calves  and 
floats  in  the  nearby  water. 

The  Yakutat  Tlingit  Tribe,  the  Alaska  Native  Brotherhood  and  the  Yakutat 


Native  Marine  Mammal  Commission  have  passed  resolutions  opposing  the  ships' 
entry  deep  into  the  bay  while  the  seals  are  pupping  and  rearing. 

"We  watch  the  cruise  ships  plow  through  the  ice  in  the  spring  time  from 
May  15  to  Dune  15  when  the  seals  are  pupping.  If  you  separate  the  pup  from 
the  mother,  they  die.  We  want  to  keep  them  (the  ships)  out  of  the  ice  during 
that  period,"  said  George  Ramos,  interim  president  of  the  marine  mammal 
commission . 

Federal  biologists  say  the  harbor  seal  population  throughout  Southeast  is 
healthy  and  growing,  but  Yakutat  hunters  report  seeing  fewer  of  the  animals 
in  recent  years. 

The  cruise  industry  only  recently  became  aware  of  Yakutat 's  concerns  over 
the  seal  issue  and  is  looking  into  the  matter,  said  Dohn  Hansen,  president 
of  the  Northwest  CruiseShip  Association. 

"We  are  doing  some  research  into  this  issue  and  will  be  discussing  the 
matter  with  the  Yakutat  residents,"  Hansen  said. 

Yakutat,  a town  of  about  729  people,  is  predominately  Tlingit.  Seal 
hunting  fulfills  a major  component  of  the  tribe's  cultural  and  dietary 
needs,  residents  say.  According  to  a subsistence  survey  by  the  Alaska 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Yakutat  consumes  the  most  seal  meat  of  any 
Southeast  community.  Residents  typically  harvest  about  350  seals  a year, 
Ramos  said. 

The  National  Marine  Fisheries  Services,  which  manages  marine  mammals, 
is  working  with  the  Alaska  Native  Harbor  Seal  Commission  to  come  up  with 
solutions  to  the  Yakutat  conflict,  according  to  agency  biologist  Kaja  Brix. 
Little  is  known  about  whether  cruise  ships  are  interfering  with  seal 
reproduction  in  Disenchantment  Bay,  she  said. 

There  are  no  specific  regulations  on  ship  traffic  through  seal  pupping 
areas.  The  only  existing  rule,  the  Marine  Mammal  Protection  Act,  simply 
prohibits  the  harassment  of  marine  mammals,  Brix  said, 
c.  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved 
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Attorneys  try  to  restore  tribe's  funding 
BY  NANCY  HICKS  Lincoln  Dournal  Star 
http: //www. journalstar . com/ stories/ neb/ sto2 

Attorneys  for  two  Nebraska  tribes  losing  money  because  of  a quirk  in  the 
state  educational  aid  formula  are  searching  for  an  administrative  solution 
before  taking  legal  action. 

Public  school  officials  from  the  Winnebago  Tribe  and  Omaha  Nation  want 
to  recover  $12  million  in  state  tax  dollars  lost  over  a seven-year  period, 
Lincoln  attorney  Dohn  Recknor  said  Monday. 

"You  always  think  of  litigation  as  a final  resort,"  he  said  after 
representatives  of  the  two  school  boards  met  in  Lincoln  to  discuss  the 
funding  problem. 

But  state  Education  Commissioner  Doug  Christensen  was  not  optimistic  the 
tribes  could  find  administrative  relief. 

"If  they  mean  something  we  (the  department)  could  do,  we  would  have  done 
it  a long  time  ago,"  Christensen  said.  "But  more  power  to  them.  If  they 
uncover  something,  we'd  be  glad  to  respond."  Omaha  Nation  and  Winnebago 
public  school  officials  say  they  are  penalized  by  the  state  aid  formula, 
which  requires  schools  to  raise  a portion  of  their  funding  from  property 
taxes.  Public  schools  on  reservations  receive  few  property  tax  dollars 
because  most  reservation  land  is  held  in  trust  by  the  federal  government. 

Two  Lincoln  attorneys,  Recknor  and  Kelley  Baker,  are  looking  for  both  an 
administrative  solution  and  grounds  for  a potential  lawsuit,  said  Nilah 
Farmer,  president  of  the  Winnebago  Board  of  Education. 

The  tribes  discovered  the  state  aid  problem  within  the  past  two  years. 


although  the  districts  lost  state  aid  for  at  least  six  years,  she  said, 
and  they  will  likely  lose  more  money  next  year. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Winnebago  School  District  needs  additional  funding 
to  help  pay  for  higher  teacher  salaries  and  additional  space.  Farmer  said. 
For  example,  35  kindergartners  and  their  two  teachers  share  one  small 
classroom. 

And  Winnebago  school  enrollment,  now  at  about  430,  has  risen  about  3 
percent  annually  for  the  past  five  years.  That  number  is  expected  to  hit 
about  560  within  eight  years,  said  Superintendent  Virgil  Likness. 

Gov.  Mike  lohanns  this  year  vetoed  legislation  that  would  have  corrected 
the  problem  for  the  schools  because  of  its  $1  million  annual  price  tag. 

lohanns  also  said  making  the  formula  change  before  hearing  from  a 
Department  of  Education  task  force  created  to  examine  the  financial  and 
educational  needs  of  Indian  students  was  premature. 

But  even  if  the  Legislature  modifies  the  formula  next  year,  that  change 
wouldn't  "fix  the  past  years,"  Recknor  said.  The  historic  inequity  can  be 
remedied  only  through  an  administrative  process  or  litigation  The 
attorneys  and  tribe  should  have  a strategy  in  place  by  the  end  of  the 
summer,  Recknor  said. 

Nancy  Flicks  can  be  reached  at  nhicks@journalstar . com  or  402-473-7250. 
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Crow  Indian  Tribe  ousts  Nomee  as  leader 

CROW  AGENCY  - The  Crow  Indian  Tribe  elected  new  leaders  over  the  weekend, 
and  they  rejected  Clara  Nomee' s bid  for  a sixth  consecutive  term  as  tribal 
chairman . 

Instead,  they  elected  Clifford  Bird  In  Ground  and  his  slate  of 
candidates  to  three  posts  in  the  tribal  administration.  Fie  received  almost 
twice  as  many  votes  as  Nomee,  l,975-to-l,032.  A third  candidate,  Albert 
Gros  Ventre,  received  only  298  votes. 

Voters  elected  Vincent  Goes  Ahead  Dunior  vice-chairman,  Tilton  Old  Bull 
secretary,  and  Larny  Little  Owl  vice-secretary.  At  his  victory  feast  in 
Crow  Agency  Sunday  Bird  In  Ground  said  he  would  change  tribal  government. 

In  his  words,  "We're  going  to  give  the  tribe  back  their  voice."  Fie  wants 
to  re-examine  issues  surrounding  severance  taxes  for  Crow  coal,  and  the 
water  compact  that  governs  use  of  the  Bighorn  River  and  Yellowtail 
Reservoir.  Nomee  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

A federal  jury  convicted  Nomee  of  felony  theft  in  1998  for  using  her 
influence  to  buy  tribal  land  for  a fraction  of  its  worth.  She  has  been 
sentenced  to  six  months  of  home  detention  and  ordered  to  pay  $21,000 
dollars  in  fines  and  restitution. 
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GRASS  ROOTS  OGLALA  LAKOTA  OYATE 
***FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE*** 

Media  Contracts:  Floyd  Fland  or  Dale  Looks  Twice  (Media  Coordinator) 

Phone:  (605)  867-5303 
MAY  12,  2000 

RED  CLOUD  BUILDING,  PINE  RIDGE  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  SD: 


TRIBAL  COUNCIL  ATTEMPTS  TO  QUASH  RELEASE  OF  AUDIT  REPORT! 

With  the  recently  completed  audit  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe's  1999 
Indirect  Cost  Fund  on  its  way  to  the  BIA  regional  office  in  Aberdeen, 
members  of  the  Tribal  Council  are  pleading  with  BIA  officials  to  suppress 
the  report  from  public  distribution. 

In  an  executive  session  of  the  Tribe's  Finance  Committee  yesterday,  BIA 
Superintendent  Robert  Ecoffey  explained  to  the  committee  that  the  audit 
findings  must  and  will  be  made  available  to  tribal  members.  Committee 
members,  comprised  of  Tribal  Council  representatives,  are  gravely 
concerned  about  the  latest  audit  findings,  as  the  Indirect  Cost  Fund 
pertains  to  federal  program  monies  that  are  funneled  to  the  Tribe  for 
specific  uses.  Misappropriation  of  these  funds  carries  a felony  charge. 
Grass  Roots  Oyate  spokespeople  are  convinced  that  this  audit  report  with 
be  as  incriminating  as  the  General  Fund  audit. 

In  an  illegal  session  of  the  Tribal  Council  last  week  held  in  Rapid  City, 
council  representatives  rebuked  BIA  appointed  auditor  Jaime  Arobba  for 
releasing  the  1999  General  Fund  audit  to  the  general  public.  Arobba 
assured  the  Council  that  he  followed  procedure  by  giving  the  report  to  his 
client,  the  BIA,  and  upon  review,  it  was  the  BIA  that  released  the  report 
to  tribal  members.  For  years,  tribal  government  officials  have  kept  closed 
books  at  the  Red  Cloud  Building,  leaving  tribal  members  to  wonder  where 
their  money  is  being  spent.  With  what  resembles  a third  world  country, 
tribal  members  are  confident  that  the  funds  are  not  being  spent  on  them. 

Friends  In  Low  Places. 

In  a document  obtained  by  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  White  House  staff 
members,  high-ranking  influential  Senators,  and  a team  of  attorneys  have 
been  meeting  secretly  with  the  accused  tribal  government  officials.  While 
White  House  officials  and  Senate  members  refuse  to  recognize  the  Oyate 's 
efforts  for  justice  and  government  reform,  they  are  conducting  weekly 
meetings  with  Tribal  Treasurer  Wesley  C.  Jacobs  and  members  of  the  Tribal 
Council  in  an  attempt  to  protect  President  Clinton's  promise  of  millions 
of  dollars  in  federal  funding  through  the  "New  Market 

Initiatives/Empowerment  Zone  Program".  Obviously,  Senate  Minority  Leader 
Tom  Daschle,  whose  home  state  is  South  Dakota,  has  much  to  lose  if  tribal 
members  are  successful  at  blocking  the  Empowerment  Zone  project. 

Same  Animal,  Different  Stripes. 

Without  garnering  majority  support  from  their  constituents.  Tribal 
Council  members  took  it  upon  themselves  to  accept  the  Empowerment  Zone 
project.  Tribal  elders  are  not  blinded  by  the  short-term  benefits  of  this 
offer.  They  believe  in  the  philosophy  that,  "there  is  no  such  thing  as 
free  lunch".  Historically,  the  U.S.  has  shown  to  be  interested  solely  in 
the  land  that  the  Oglala  Lakota  people  have  cared  for.  Grass  Roots  Oyate 
spokesmen  say  the  Empowerment  Zone  is  the  equivalent  to  the  infamous 
"Trojan  Horse".  They  may  appear  to  want  to  help  the  indigenous  peoples, 
but  over  the  long  term,  elders  believe  that  much  of  their  treaty  land  will 
be  comprised  and  fall  under  state  jurisdiction.  Senator  Daschle  has  proven 
that  he  has  no  regard  for  the  active  1868  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  that  the  U.S. 
made  with  the  Great  Sioux  Nation.  He  has  been  widely  criticized  for  his 
Mitigation  Act  bill,  which  effectively  transferred  over  100,000  acres  of 
treaty  land  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota.  U.S.  officials  are  promising 
jobs  and  a better  future,  but  at  what  cost  to  the  Oglala  Lakota  people? 

Under  the  guidelines  of  the  1868  Treaty  at  Fort  Laramie,  the  Grass  Roots 
Oyate  have  proclaimed  their  sovereign  immunity  and  have  maintained 
peaceful  control  of  the  Red  Cloud  Building  since  January  16th.  Their  quest 
has  gained  international  attention  and  forced  the  United  States  government 
to  dust  off  and  re-learn  century-old  treaties  that  are  still  recognized  as 
the  supreme  law  of  this  country. 

As  with  all  my  emails  concerning  the  Occupation  Peoples  please  forward 
to  any  and  all  interested  parties  in  its  entirety 
Wild  Horse 

http: //members .tripod. com/Gras sRootsOyate 
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Protection  for  sacred  mountains? 

Proposal  asks  to  deny  new  mining  claims 
By  Alisa  Blackwood 
Associated  Press 
May.  9,  2000 

A northern  Arizona  mountain  considered  sacred  by  13  tribes  could  be 
protected  from  future  mining  if  federal  officials  accept  a recommendation 
from  the  Coconino  National  Forest. 

Coconino  officials  say  more  than  73,000  acres  in  the  San  Francisco  Peaks 
should  be  formally  withdrawn  from  additional  mining  activities  under  the 
1872  Mining  Law. 

The  law  allows  companies  to  buy  land  for  as  little  as  $2.50  an  acre  to 
mine  such  hardrock  minerals  as  gold,  silver  and  copper.  Companies  aren't 
required  to  pay  royalties  to  the  government  for  the  minerals  they  get. 

"We're  trying  to  preserve  the  unique  and  sensitive  resources  that  the 
San  Francisco  Mountains  provide  to  the  community,"  said  Ken  Jacobs,  who 
led  the  Forest  Service's  environmental  assessment  team. 

If  the  supervisor  of  Coconino  National  Forest  approves  it,  the 
recommendation  would  go  to  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  for  a final 
decision . 

Babbitt  is  on  record  as  being  against  mining  in  those  mountains. 

Approval  of  the  withdrawal  would  keep  the  area  safe  from  any  new  mining 
for  20  years  but  would  not  affect  current  valid  mines.  Withdrawal 
decisions  must  be  revisited  after  20  years. 

The  area  has  been  embroiled  in  controversy  since  environmentalists  and 
Native  Americans  teamed  up  to  try  to  block  a proposed  expansion  of  the  90- 
acre  White  Vulcan  pumice  mine  in  the  San  Francisco  Peaks.  The  pumice  is 
used  in  concrete  and  in  making  stonewashed  denim. 

For  many  tribes,  the  peaks  are  where  they  gather  medicines  and  conduct 
sacred  ceremonies  and  prayers. 

"In  our  eyes,  the  peaks  are  the  most  important  mountains  in  America," 
Sierra  Club  activist  Andy  Bessler  said.  "You'd  be  hard-pressed  to  find 
another  mountain  that  is  sacred  to  so  many  tribes.  On  top  of  that,  it's 
essential  to  the  community  of  Flagstaff." 

Doug  Martin,  attorney  for  Phoenix-based  Tufflite  Inc.,  which  owns  the 
White  Vulcan  mine,  declined  comment  Monday. 

The  Forest  Service  also  is  suing  Tufflite,  arguing  that  the  company 
should  have  paid  royalties  on  pumice  that  was  too  small  to  be  considered  a 
hardrock  mineral. 

The  report  also  says  the  withdrawal  would  protect  the  habitat  of  18 
threatened,  endangered  or  sensitive  species,  including  the  Mexican  spotted 
owl  and  the  rare  northern  goshawk. 

"It's  also  the  scenic  backdrop  and  the  focal  point  of  the  community," 
Jacobs  said.  "It's  a very  important  landmark  that  can  be  seen  100  miles  in 
any  direction.  Maintaining  the  visual  qualities  of  that  landmark  is  very 
important . " 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Published  Thursday,  May  4,  2000,  in  the  San  lose  Mercury  News 
Fearful  Alaska  Natives  avoid  traditional  foods 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska  (AP)  --  Alaska  Natives  are  beginning  to  avoid 
traditional  foods  out  of  concern  that  they're  contaminated  with  pesticides, 
heavy  metals  and  other  toxic  substances,  according  to  delegates  at  an 
international  conference  on  Arctic  pollution. 

Mike  Zacharof,  president  of  the  Aleut  International  Association,  said 
many  of  his  fellow  Natives  on  St.  Paul  Island  in  the  Pribilofs  are  afraid 
seal  livers  may  contain  mercury. 

"I  have  a son  who  has  quit  eating  seal  meat  altogether,"  Zacharof  said 
Monday. 

Patricia  Cochran,  director  of  the  Alaska  Native  Science  Commission,  said 
people  around  Prince  William  Sound  no  longer  eat  traditional  foods  because 
they  fear  consequences  from  the  1989  Exxon  Valdez  oil  spill. 

"This  impacts  not  only  our  physical  well-being  but  our  emotional  and 
spiritual  lives  as  well,"  Cochran  said. 

The  Alaska  Native  Science  Commission  is  funded  by  the  National  Science 
Foundation  to  help  incorporate  traditional  knowledge  into  scientific 
research  and  to  encourage  Natives  to  enter  work  in  the  sciences. 

Natives  from  around  Alaska  have  been  seeing  more  tumors,  lesions,  spots 
and  sores  appearing  on  land  and  sea  animals,  she  said. 

Their  concerns  are  being  documented  in  a report  by  the  Alaska  Native 
Science  Commission.  The  report  is  funded  by  the  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency. 

Scientific  studies  and  local  experience  point  to  growing  evidence  of 
pollutants  accumulating  in  the  Arctic  food  chain. 

Research  by  the  multinational  Circumpolar  Arctic  Monitoring  and 
Assessment  Program  has  revealed  high  levels  of  the  pesticide  DDT  in  the 
breast  milk  of  Russian  mothers  in  Arctic  regions. 

Another  study,  by  the  University  of  Alaska-Anchorage,  indicates  that 
pregnant  Alaska  Native  women  who  eat  subsistence  foods  may  be  exposing 
their  fetuses  to  potentially  dangerous  pollutants. 

"There's  no  question  that  people  are  concerned  about  what  it's  going  to 
do  not  only  to  them  but  to  their  unborn  children,"  Cochran  said. 

Other  research  has  turned  up  elevated  levels  of  pollutants  in  marine 
mammals,  including  polar  bears,  seals,  and  beluga  and  bowhead  whales. 

The  Tanana  Chiefs  Conference,  a tribal  social-services  agency  for  the 
Alaska  Interior  based  in  Fairbanks,  has  detected  high  levels  of  DDT  in 
salmon . 

Scientists  believe  that  many  of  the  pollutants  originate  in  places  far 
from  the  Arctic  but  make  their  way  northward  by  way  of  ocean  movements, 
river  currents  and  wind  patterns. 

The  cold  climate  makes  it  difficult  for  those  substances  to  break  down. 

As  a result,  scientists  increasingly  are  referring  to  the  Arctic  as  a 
"sink"  for  much  of  the  world's  poisons. 

Alaska  has  the  added  burden  of  being  home  to  a number  of  Cold  War-era 
military  sites  contaminated  with  such  hazardous  substances  as  PCBs  and 
dioxins.  Some  of  the  bases  are  in  rich  fishing  areas  like  Adak  in  the 
Aleutians  and  St.  Lawrence  Island. 

A recent  study  by  a State  University  of  New  York  scientist  determined 
that  the  sites  probably  will  continue  to  be  sources  of  environmental 
pollution  for  decades. 

The  International  Conference  on  Arctic  Development,  Pollution  and 
Biomarkers  in  Human  Health  wound  up  Wednesday. 
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Indian  Tribe  to  have  historic  hearing  to  expel  tribal  member 
Smith  Lake  Park,  Cullman,  AL  May  20,  2000 — 

The  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Alabama,  Inc  is  having  an  Expulsion  Flearing 
for  one  of  its  Tribal  members  at  Smith  Lake  Park  in  Cullman,  AL.  on  May  20, 
2000  at  9:00  am.  The  process  of  Disassociation  or  banishment  is 
historically  the  worst  punishment  that  an  Indian  can  receive.  Because  of 
the  tradition  of  clan,  community  and  relations  within  the  Indian  Community 
this  punishment  is  even  more  severe  than  the  death  penalty.  An  Indian 
without  his  Nation  is  a man  without  a country. 

The  defendant  has  been  notified  in  a letter  dated  May  8,  2000  from  the 
Echota  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Alabama  Inc.,  a state  recognized  tribe,  of 
charges  brought  against  him  in  a letter  from  the  Tribal  Principle  Chief 
Perry  White.  In  the  letter  Chief  White  states  "During  this  hearing,  you 
will  be  given  the  opportunity  to  defend  your  actions  before  the  Governing 
Body,  however,  the  determination  of  conduct  unbecoming  a member  shall  lie 
at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  Governing  Body." 

The  defendant  is  being  accused  of  the  following  charges  of  conduct 
unbecoming  a member: 

1.  Constant  unfounded  accusations  regarding  the  misappropriation  and 
distribution  of  Tribal  funds; 

2.  Investigations  conducted,  which  apparently  were  done  to  bring  shame  and 
disgruntlement  within  the  Tribe; 

3.  Discussions  held  in  public  that  have  been  an  embarrassment  to  other 
Tribal  members,  as  well  as,  the  Tribe  as  a whole;  and 

4.  An  attitude  exhibited  during  Tribal  meetings,  which  have  been  construed 
as  a form  of  harassment. 

I hope  you  can  record  this  historic  event  in  Alabama  and  view  American 
Indian  justice  at  work. 

Gary,  I'm  the  one  on  trial  here  and  I have  been  told  they  will  not  let  me 
cross  examine  witnesses  against  me  or  have  any  witnesses  of  my  own.  This 
is  a done  deal,  but  I am  asking  for  anyone  who  can  or  will  to  be  there  and 
maybe  that  will  force  them  to  have  a real  trial. 
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Choctaw  projects  near  end 
By  David  Hartman 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
04/28/2000 

CHOCTAW  --  Construction  crews  are  entering  the  final  months  of  a city  wide 
road  improvements  campaign  voters  approved  in  1998. 

Resurfacing  a couple  of  miles  of  Triple  X and  Indian  Meridian  roads  and 
working  on  interior  streets  in  the  Moran  and  Railhead  housing  additions  are 
the  last  projects  of  the  $2.3  million  effort,  said  City  Manager  Robert 
Floyd . 

Those  projects  should  be  completed  by  Dune,  Floyd  said. 

The  city  hopes  to  have  about  $35,000  left  over  from  the  road  improvements 
budget  to  serve  as  a cushion  against  cost  over-  runs  on  the  final  projects, 
Floyd  said. 

"You  never  know  when  you  might  start  a project  and  find  that  a section  of 
road  needs  a deeper  base  because  of  drainage  problems  or  something,"  Floyd 


said.  "So  we'll  have  some  extra  money  if  we  encounter  that." 

When  the  40-mile  streets  project  is  completed,  Floyd  said  the  city  should 
be  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  continuing  road  improvement  needs  through  its 
regular  city  taxes. 

Voters  still  will  be  paying  for  the  improvements  through  2006  because  of 
the  seven-year  penny  sales  tax  voters  approved  in  1998  to  pay  for  the 
repairs . 

But  while  that  tax  will  continue,  Choctaw  shoppers  will  get  a break  at  the 
register  May  1 when  another  temporary  penny  sales  tax  expires  at  the  end  of 
this  month. 

A 5-year  penny  sales  tax  for  public  safety  improvements  expires  April  30, 
at  which  time  the  city  sales  tax  rate  drops  to  four  percent. 

"Most  people  don't  remember  this  tax  is  coming  off,"  Floyd  said.  "They 
just  remind  me  that  Choctaw  has  one  of  the  highest  city  tax  rates  in  the 
state . " 

But  two  cents  of  the  city's  five-cent  tax  are  temporary  taxes  --  the  road 
improvements  tax  and  the  public  safety  tax  --  making  the  regular  tax  rate 
just  three  cents,  Floyd  said. 

The  five-year  public  safety  tax  paid  for  two  new  fire  engines,  two  new 
fire  stations,  a 100,000-gallon  water  tower,  a new  water  well  and  park 
improvements . 

All  of  those  projects  have  been  completed  except  the  park  improvements, 
which  begin  this  year,  Floyd  said. 

After  the  city  completes  the  road  projects,  it  will  focus  on  expanding 
the  city's  water  service,  Floyd  said. 

Based  on  ratings  used  by  insurance  companies,  homes  within  1,000  feet  of 
a water  line  pay  less  in  homeowners  insurance  fees  than  homes  not  located 
near  water  lines. 

Choctaw  wants  to  get  a higher  percentage  of  its  homes  with  water  service 
to  lower  homeowners'  costs  and  improve  service,  Floyd  said. 
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As  I said,  I know  it  happens.  This  happened  just  20  miles  from 
where  I sit  at  this  moment.  --  Uohn 
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Snoqualmie  heartache  could  prompt  changes  in  law 
By  Cate  Montana 
Today  correspondent 

Zackuse  descendant  Andy  de  los  Angeles  measures  vandalized  site. 

FALL  CITY,  Wash.  - When  Andy  de  los  Angeles  walked  into  a small 
forest  glade  atop  the  Sammamish  plateau  to  visit  the  grave  of  his 
grandfather  last  year,  he  confronted  a shocking  sight.  Approximately 
80  percent  of  the  approximately  70  Indian  graves  had  been  unearthed. 

His  trained  archaeologist's  eye  told  him  the  grave  robbing  had  been 
recent  - within  the  past  two  years.  Fie  could  also  tell  the  job  had 
been  done  by  professionals.  The  earth  had  obviously  been  moved  with  a 
backhoe.  Connecting  trenches  had  been  dug  between  test  probes,  50  to 
60  centimeters  apart.  Metal  detectors  had  probably  been  used  to 
locate  test  probe  sites. 

"At  first  I couldn't  believe  what  I saw,"  De  los  Angeles  said. 

"But  because  of  the  training  of  being  an  archaeologist,  I recognized 
exactly  what  I was  looking  at.  Exactly.  It  all  clicked.  I've  heard 
stories  and  seen  pictures  of  grave  robbings  throughout  Eastern 
Washington . " 

Sick  at  heart,  he  reported  the  violation  to  his  people. 

The  tribe's  reaction  was  one  of  deep  distress  and  mourning.  Although 
the  cemetery  was  not  an  official  Snoqualmie  site,  nor  on  land  under 
the  tribe's  jurisdiction,  many  tribal  members  had  relatives  buried 


there.  Most  graves  dated  from  the  early  1700s,  some  from  much  earlier. 

Neighbors  in  two  nearby  housing  developments  recall  seeing  activity 
on  the  site.  They  were  told  the  land  was  being  developed  and 
percolation  tests  were  being  conducted. 

Rob  Whitlam,  chief  archaeologist  for  the  state  of  Washington,  says 
one  of  the  best  ways  to  curtail  this  kind  of  activity  is  for  people 
to  be  aware  of  what's  going  in  their  vicinity,  and  to  contact  local 
law  authorities  the  moment  something  suspicious  happens. 

"If  one  sees  anything  suspicious,  report  it,"  Whitlam  says.  "Work 
with  law  enforcement  authorities.  It's  particularly  important  for 
tribe's  cultural  staffs  and  legal  staffs  to  follow  up  and  document 
the  damages  that  occur  to  a site,  and  also  to  provide  technical 
expertise. " 

It  is  a crime  to  knowingly  excavate  or  disturb  Native  American  burial 
sites  or  archaeological  sites  on  federal  lands,  state  or  political 
subdivisions  of  the  state.  Washington  is  one  of  the  few  states  in  the 
nation  with  a permit  system  that  applies  to  private  lands.  But, 
according  to  the  Revised  Code  of  Washington,  RCW  27.44,  such 
activities  are  only  Class  C felonies,  punishable  by  a maximum  of 
$10,000  and  five  years  in  prison. 

As  far  as  De  los  Angeles  and  the  Snoqualmie  tribe  are  concerned,  the 
penalty  is  not  stiff  enough.  The  former  tribal  chairman  says  he  is 
trying  to  set  up  a series  of  meetings  on  the  federal  level  to  amend 
the  Indian  Graves  Protection  Act.  He  is  also  approaching  state 
officials  such  as  Allyson  Brooks,  director  of  the  State  Historic 
Preservation  Office,  asking  them  to  make  recommendations  to  the  state 
Legislature  to  beef  up  the  code.  He  says  members  of  the  Snoqualmie 
tribe  would  welcome  the  opportunity  for  a public  hearing. 

Now  that  the  tribe  has  had  some  time  to  heal,  there  is  hope  that  by 
getting  the  word  out  there  will  be  a public  reaction  against  such 
acts  of  sacrilege.  If  public  opinion  becomes  strong  enough,  it  may 
help  decide  the  Legislature  to  take  action  to  punish  what  amounts  to 
commercial  vandalism. 

"There's  a very  strong  business  (in  Indian  artifacts  and  remains). 

There's  a very  strong  black  market  that's  in  millions  of  dollars," 

De  los  Angeles  says.  "These  kinds  of  situations  happen  all  over  the 
place,  every  day.  I mean  this  is  the  21st  century  and  we're  still 
talking  about  companies  that  spend  thousands  of  dollars  to  send  their 
employees  to  find  these  places  they  think  might  contain  grave  sites 
and  valuables. 

"What  people  do  with  the  remains  is  giving  me  nightmares,  thinking 
about  it." 

Whitlam  confirmed  that  such  plundering  is  often  commercially  run,  but 
that  its  illegal  nature  makes  it  hard  to  determine  exactly  how  much 
damage  is  done  or  what  kind  of  markets  are  involved. 
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Cochiti  Pleads  to  Buy  Land 

By  Scott  Sandlin  Journal  Staff  Writer 

Top  officials  of  Cochiti  Pueblo  spoke  emotionally  and  eloquently  Monday 
about  their  ancestral  lands  at  a meeting  of  University  of  New  Mexico  regents 
where  budget  minutiae  are  more  often  the  order  of  business. 

The  subject  was  the  proposed  sale  of  5,300  acres  to  the  pueblo  in  the 
Canada  de  Cochiti  area  for  $2.21  million  - just  over  half  the  10,000  acres 
of  the  former  Jim  Young  ranch  deeded  to  the  university  in  the  1960s. 


Cochiti  wants  it  primarily  for  spiritual  reasons  - because  of  shrines  on 
the  land  and  ceremonies  that  take  place  on  it. 

The  intent  of  the  proposal,  whose  rough  draft  has  been  painstakingly 
negotiated  over  the  past  31/2  years,  is  to  preserve  the  university's  access 
to  the  land  for  scientific  research  while  permitting  Cochiti  to  get  back 
lands  it  lost  to  the  Spanish  centuries  ago. 

But  it  was  clear  that  the  terms  of  the  package  as  drafted  might  not 
satisfy  everyone.  No  action  was  requested  of  or  taken  by  the  regents' 

Finance  and  Facilities  Committee  on  Monday. 

UNM  Regent  Larry  Willard  worried  that  the  terms  provide  for  a value  that 
might  not  be  reflected  in  the  actual  selling  price.  The  proposal  calls  for 
$75,000  earnest  money  and  closing  in  a year  - a period  that  can  be  extended 
twice  for  12-month  periods  each  time.  But  while  the  contract  language  would 
restrict  commercial  or  residential  development  on  land  bought  by  the  pueblo, 
similar  restrictions  on  development  also  would  apply  to  the  portion  retained 
by  the  university. 

Potentially  more  problematic  to  the  sale  are  access  problems  for 
scientific  researchers,  primarily  geologists  and  archaeologists. 

The  pueblo  would  almost  certainly  place  restrictions  on  excavation,  and 
likely  would  outright  ban  a dig  involving  human  remains. 

And  the  land  subject  to  the  proposed  sale  has  not  been  subject  to  an 
archaeological  survey,  UNM  professor  Gary  Smith  said. 

Faculty  Senate  president  John  Geissman  urged  regents  to  know  the 
remarkable  qualities  of  the  area  proposed  for  sale. 

Tribal  planner  Ray  Trujillo  said  the  area  had  been  studied  over  and  over. 
"Flow  much  more  do  they  want?"  he  said. 

Cochiti  attorney  Bryant  Rogers  said  the  sales  price  is  about  double  what 
an  appraisal  pegged  its  value  as  and  reflects  a fair  balance  between 
preserving  research  interests  and  the  tribe's  needs.  A nongaming  pueblo  of 
about  1,300  members,  Cochiti  could  well  use  the  $2.2  million  for  other  needs 
if  the  land  were  not  so  important,  he  said. 

Matthew  Pecos,  a Cochiti  Pueblo  member  and  a UNM  graduate,  said  he  wished 
he  could  explain  the  feeling  the  Cochiti  people  have  for  the  area  in  his 
native  Keres  language  instead  of  English,  but  told  regents,  "That  land  in 
terms  of  the  community  means  everything  to  us." 
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Flathead  tribes  get  settlement  in  Kerr  Dam  lawsuit 

MISSOULA  - Tribes  on  the  Flathead  Reservation  will  receive  a $35 
Million-dollar  settlement,  from  a lawsuit  involving  environmental  damage 
caused  by  operation  of  Kerr  Dam.  The  settlement  includes  payments  to  the 
Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  of  $17  Million  dollars,  to  acquire 
fish  and  wildlife  habitat  on  the  reservation.  More  than  $10  Million  dollars 
will  go  toward  habitat  restoration.  $7  Million  is  earmarked  for  fish  stocking 
and  reintroduction  in  Flathead  Lake  and  the  lower  Flathead  River. 

The  Interior  Department  says  the  settlement  will  be  paid  by  Montana  Power 
and  PPL  Montana,  which  purchased  MP's  interest  in  the  dam  last  fall.  The 
settlement  does  not  change  the  requirement  that  Kerr  Hydroelectric  Project  be 
operated  as  an  electrical-generating  facility.  And  it  must  protect  fish  and 
wildlife  downstream  from  the  dam. 

"RE;  Fires  Would  Overburden  Crews  in  Southwest"  

Date:  Wed,  3 May  2000  21:07:02  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona. EDU 

Sub j : Multiple  forest  fires  would  overburden  crews  in  Southwest  (Fwd) 
------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 


Date:  May.  3 , 2000  11:31 

http: //www. a ri zona republic . com/news /a rticles/0503WST-- FOR ESTF . html 


Multiple  forest  fires  would  overburden  crews  in  Southwest 
Associated  Press 
May.  3,  2000  11:31 

TUCSON  - A shortage  of  firefighting  crews  if  several  major  forest  fires 
break  out  at  once  this  spring  will  force  officials  to  choose  which  blazes 
to  fight,  southern  Arizona  foresters  who  predict  an  intense  fire  season 
say. 

Dean  McAlister , forest  ranger  for  the  Coronado  National  Forest's  Santa 
Catalina  District,  said  regional  national  forest  officials  will  give 
priority  to  fires  near  homes.  They  also  will  have  to  determine  which  other 
blazes  will  be  allowed  to  continue  burning,  he  said. 

Meanwhile,  with  more  than  500  firefighters  already  committed  to  fighting 
a fire  on  the  Tonto  National  Forest,  officials  are  looking  to  other  states 
to  find  firefighting  crews,  McAlister  said  Tuesday. 

There  have  been  43  fires  on  state  and  federal  lands  in  southern  Arizona 
so  far  this  year,  burning  6,500  acres  - including  31  fires  on  the  Coronado. 
Virtually  all  have  been  human-caused. 

The  Tonto' s Coon  Creek  fire  has  blackened  more  than  6,600  acres  about  30 
miles  north  of  Globe,  fueled  by  dried-out  chaparral,  manzanita,  pine  trees 
and  juniper,  and  has  drawn  about  560  f irefighters,  stretching  resources 
for  other  areas. 

Ted  Moore,  a fire  management  ranger  for  the  Coronado  National  Forest, 
said  prolonged  monsoon  seasons  in  1998  and  1999  helped  build  up  quick- 
burning grasses  in  lower  elevations,  while  trees  and  brush  at  higher 
elevations  have  dried  out  from  a lack  of  snowfall. 

Even  big  logs,  which  usually  have  at  least  30  percent  moisture  content 
this  time  of  year,  are  already  down  to  only  8 or  9 percent  moisture.  They 
typically  don't  get  that  dry  until  mid-Dune. 

"We've  been  there  for  almost  a month,"  Moore  said. 

Such  logs  burn  extremely  hot,  increasing  the  chance  of  flames  reaching 
into  treetops,  creating  wind-whipped  crown  fires,  Moore  said. 

Fire  conditions  are  the  driest  since  1903-1904,  said  Paul  Flatt,  warning 
coordination  meteorologist  with  the  National  Weather  Service.  Fie  held  out 
little  hope  of  any  rain  before  expected  monsoons  in  mid-Dune  or  Duly. 

The  so-called  La  Nina  weather  effect,  reflecting  cooler  currents  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  that  affect  precipitation  patterns  across  the  country, 
remains  firmly  in  place  for  a second  straight  year,  Flatt  said. 

It  already  produced  a second-straight  dry  winter  in  the  Southwest,  and 
forecasters  have  said  there  could  be  a 10  percent  greater  than  usual 
chance  for  a wetter  than  average  summer  here,  he  said. 

Adding  to  those  concerns  is  a shortage  of  hand  crews  to  dig  lines  and 
clear  brush  fro  m around  wildfires. 

Many  of  the  men  and  women  who  used  to  work  as  seasonal  firefighters  have 
taken  full-time  jobs.  The  supply  of  workers  has  really  dwindled  among  a 
traditionally  strong  source  - the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Southwest. 

"Indian  gaming  is  one  of  the  reasons  - employment  on  the  reservations, " 
McAlister  said. 

New  Mexico's  Santa  Fe  National  Forest  used  to  field  about  35 
firefighting  crews  from  nine  Indian  pueblos  in  its  area,  but  is  down  to 
about  12,  he  said. 

There  also  are  fewer  people  at  the  agency  level  available  to  fight  fires 
because  of  downscaling,  McAlister  said.  The  military  is  probably  the 
closest  available  resource  to  back  up  traditional  wildland  fire  resources, 
he  added. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Farmers  and  Ranchers  Suit  Alleges  Discrimination"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Apr  2000  08:17:32  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Farmers  and  ranchers  suit  alleges  discrimination 


Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (tniballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

http://www.okit . com/news/2000/ april /farmers . htm 


Farmers  and  ranchers  suit  alleges  discrimination 

A recent  lawsuit  filed  by  Indian  ranchers  in  South  Dakota  may  cause  some 
ripples  in  how  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  handles  the  more 
than  four  thousand  Indian  farmers  and  ranches  in  Oklahoma. 

In  the  lawsuit  filed  in  federal  district  court  may  bring  Indian  ranches 
and  farmers  relief  from  years  of  discrimination  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  The  suit  filed  as  KeepsEagle  et  al,  vs. Dan  Glickman,  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  has  already  forced  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  suspend  foreclosures  of  Indian  farms  and  ranches  across  the  United 
States . 

The  KeepsEagle  lawsuit  was  filed  on  behalf  of  Indian  farmers  and  ranchers 
By  the  same  lawyers  who  recently  won  a settlement  for  African  American 
Farmers . 

The  suit  in  that  case  was  filed  because  of  allegations  of  discrimination 
against  black  farmers  was  routinely  ignored  by  USDA  area  offices.  Black 
farmers  and  ranchers  were  more  likely  to  have  their  holdings  seized  by 
officials  whereas  white  farmers  were  allowed  to  restructure  farming  loans  or 
buy  farm  equipment  needed  for  their  operations, 
snip 


"RE : Trail  of  Tears  Association"  

Date:  Mon,  8 May  2000  07:14:57  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub  j : Trail  of  Tears  Association 

Here  is  some  info  about  keeping  the  memory  alive.  --  John 

Forwarded  message 

Date:  Mon,  8 May  2000  07:03:43  -0500 
From:  Les  Tate  <ltate@hiwaay . net> 

I don't  know  if  all  of  you  are  aware  of  the  Trail  of  Tears  Association 
and  the  US  Park  Service's  Trail  of  Tears  Advisory  Committee,  but  they 
met  at  the  end  of  March  in  Cartersville,  GA,  to  discuss  current  research 
findings  (exact  routes,  locations  of  collection  points,  etc),  funding, 
and  other  matters.  One  of  my  former  work  colleagues  is  on  the  Advisory 
Committee  and  invited  me  to  go  with  him.  To  attend  the  Association 
functions  (trips,  presentations,  dinners)  I had  to  join 
the  association,  but  it  was  well  worth  it.  I had  a great  time,  got  to 
meet  several  Cherokees  officials  from  Oklahoma  (including  Principal 
Chief  Chad  Smith)  and  North  Carolina,  chiefs  from  Choctaw,  Creek,  and 
Seminole  bands,  and  others,  and  I got  to  visit  New  Echota,  Vann's  house. 
Crane  Eaters  house,  and  some  other  related  sites.  I also  learned  that 
the  US  Park  Service  is  limited  by  Congress  to  only  the  Cherokee's  Trail 
of  Tears,  but  the  Association  --  which  is  a national  non-profit 
organization  --  covers  the  entire  Indian  Removal,  although  its  focus  so 
far  has  been  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes.  If  you  know  of  anyone  who  wants 
to  join  the  Association  or  start  a state  chapter  of  it  which  can  focus 
on  any  other  Indian  nations,  you  should  contact  them  at: 

National  Trail  of  Tears  Association 
1100  North  University,  Suite  133 
Little  Rock,  AR 
1-800-441-4513. 

They  don't  have  a webpage,  but  some  of  the  state  chapters  do. 

Oklahoma  Chapter  - no  webpage  but  some  info  about  them  from 
a newspaper  article. 

http: //www. cherokee.org/press_release/1999/june/10.htm 
Georgia  Chapter 

http: //www. geocities . com/Heart land/Park/9465/Trail . htm 


North  Carolina  Chapter 
http://www.arch .dcr.state.nc.us/tears/ 


Tennessee  Chapter 

http : //members . aol . com/tenntota/ 

Also  for  those  of  you  who  haven't  kept  up  with  what's  going  on  with 
the  Cherokee  Nation  in  Oklahoma  under  new  Principal  Chief  Chad  Smith, 
take  a look  at  their  website,  especially  the  Tribal  Administration 
pages  which  discusses  their  5 Point  Plan,  first  120  days  progress, 
and  their  cultural  preservation  efforts.  It's  good  that  a sense  of 
honor  and  understanding  that  they  are  servants  of  the  people  exists 
among  some  elected  Indian  officials, 
http : //www . cherokee . org/ 

Les  Tate 


"RE : Burial  $ite  Open  to  Tourists"  

Date:  Thu,  4 May  2000  23:16:28  -0400 
From:  Tom  Kunesh  <tpkunesh@CHATTANOOGA.NET> 

Sub  j : NA  Town  & Burial  $ite  Open  to  Tourists  Courtesy  of  UTK 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND(3tc . umn . edu> 

[ Native  American  Town  & Burial  $ite  Open  to  Tourists 
for  Fun  & Profit,  Courtesy  of  UTK  ] 
http: //thedailytimes . com/newsbriefs/nb050300 . html 
Daily  Times,  Maryville  TN 
News  Briefs,  Wednesday,  May  03,  2000 


-=  Archaeological  tours  at  Townsend 

"The  University  of  Tennessee  Transportation  Center  is  volunteering 
to  do  formal  tours  of  its  archaeological  dig  site  in  Townsend. 

A sign-up  sheet  is  available  at  Townsend  Visitors  Center. 

The  tours  will  be  conducted  this  week  at  10  a.m.  and  2 p.m. 

UT  Transportation  Center  Director  Charles  Be[n]tz  said  that 
the  tours  will  start  again  Dune  1 when  school  is  out 
and  more  tourists  are  in  the  area." 


this  is  the  latest  phase  of  the  Second  Removal: 
ethnic  cleansing  of  the  land  sub-surface 

- the  physical  displacement  and  relocation  of  deceased  Native  Americans 

- digging  and  removal  of  old  and  ancient  Native  American  cultural  materials 
from  the  ground 

the  State  of  Tennessee  does  not  recognize  -any-  Native  Nation 
and  has  not  since  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  racially  cleansed 
of  Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  Choctaw  and  Creek  back  in  1838. 

the  Townsend  US  Highway  321  Road  Widening  project  is  funded 
with  US  federal  monies,  on  land  bought  by  the  State  of  Tennessee 
back  in  the  1950's. 

The  Townsend  site  itself  is  composed  of  historic  and  pre-Contact 
cultural  materials  and  human  remains,  some  of  such  antiquity 
that  they  could  presumably  be  related  to  some  or  all  of  the 
Hokan-Siouan  linguistic  family. 

To  date  the  State  of  Tennessee  has  not  recognized  the  precedence 
of  federal  laws,  eg,  NAGPRA,  ARPA,  and  the  requirements  of 
federal-tribal  dialogue  on  preservation  issues  involved. 

It  is  also  morally  reprehensible  to  dig  and  expose  the  cultural 
remains  of  any  culture  not  your  own  without  prior 
permission  of  the  excavated  culture. 

Now,  without  consulting  the  Native  Nations  involved, 

Tennessee's  Highest  Institution  of  Learning,  the 
University  of  Tennessee  at  Knoxville,  is  promoting 
their  grave-diggings  as  a tourist  attraction. 

Your  opinion  matters:  contact  the  three  people 


who  have  -direct-  control  over  the  tours, 
tell  'em  what  you  think,  and  ask  them 
whose  Native  permission  did  they 
obtain  : 

Steve  Richards  <stever@utk.edu>. 

Chuck  Bentz  <cbentz@utk.edu>, 

Nick  Fielder  <nfielder@mail . state .tn . us> 

for  newspaper  background  on  the  Townsend  Site  issue,  go  to 
http://www.mtsu . edu/~kesmith/TNARCHNET/ArchNews . html 
" Townsend  US  Highway  321  Road  Widening  " 

UT  Transportation  Center  : http://www.ra.utk.edu/tc/ 

Executive  Director,  Dr.  Steve  Richards 
Stephen  H Richards 

email:  stever@utk.edu  (stever@utkux.utcc.utk.edu) 

Associate  Professor  & Director,  Transportation  Center 

department  head 

office  phone:  (865)  974-5255 

The  Transportation  Center  ...  operate[s]  Tennessee's  Local  Transportation 
Assistance  Program  funded  by  the  Federal  Highway  Administration  and  the 
Tennessee  Department  of  Transportation. 

UT  Transportation  Center  Archaeological  Studies  Group 

University  of  Tennessee,  Transportation  Center 

Suite  309,  Conference  Center  Building 

Knoxville  TN  37996-4133 

phone:  (865)  974-9649 

fax:  (865)  974-3889 

vita  of  Charles  "Chuck"  Bentz,  Senior  Research  Associate  in  the 
Transportation  Center  @ http://www.ra.utk.edu/tc/arch/benvit.html 
phone:  (865)  974-2771  (office) 
fax:  (865)  974-3889 

email:  cbentz@utk.edu  (cbentz@utkux.utcc.utk.edu) 
http: //www. ra . utk.edu/tc/r_7.html 

Nick  Fielder,  Tennessee  State  Archaeologist 

http: //www. state .tn . us /environment/ arch/index. html 

TN  Dept,  of  Environment  & Conservation 

Div.  of  Archaeology 

5103  Edmonson  Pike 

Nashville  TN  37211-5129 

tel:  (615)  741-1588 

fax:  (615)  741-7329 

email:  nfielder@mail. state. tn. us 

"RE : Andy  Rooney  Denounced"  

Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  09:10:51  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : CALIFORNIA  INDIAN  TRIBAL  LEADERS  DENOUNCE  ANDY  ROONEY  COMMENTARY 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

CALIFORNIA  INDIAN  TRIBAL  LEADERS  GIVE  CBS  AN  "F"  FOR  ACCURACY;  DENOUNCE  ANDY 
ROONEY  COMMENTARY  AND  CALL  FOR  MEETING  WITH  NETWORK  EXECUTIVES 

Sacramento,  CA.,  February  10,  1997  --  More  than  35  California  Native 
American  tribal  leaders  are  leading  a coalition  of  tribal  representatives 
through  the  United  States  to  call  on  CBS  network  executives  for  a face- 
to-face  meeting  to  discuss  what  Indian  leader  Daniel  Tucker  calls  "a 
clear  and  callous  disregard  for  the  facts  concerning  Native  American 
tribal  governments  and  tribal  gaming." 

"Last  Sunday,  60  Minutes  commentator  Andy  Rooney  made  derogatory 


statements  about  tribes  and  tribal  gaming  that  contained  serious 
misinformation  " said  Tucker,  chairman  of  the  California  Nevada  Indian 
Gaming  Association.  "We  give  CBS  an  "F"  for  accuracy  and  would  make  Mr. 
Rooney  stay  after  school  to  complete  the  homework  he  never  did.  His 
comments  simply  did  not  meet  the  network's  journalistic  standards. 

Indians  are  sending  the  message  that  Native  Americans  will  not  be  silent 
when  they  are  maligned  or  when  bigotry  is  permitted  to  broadcast  ugly 
distortions  based  upon  old  stereotypes  and  bad  information.  We  recognize 
the  power  of  television  to  educate  and  inform  and  Indian  country  will  not 
stand  by  passively  to  watch  anyone  use  the  bully  pulpit  of  a mass  medium 
to  propagate  new  mythology  about  Native  Americans." 

Tribal  leaders  have  been  in  contact  with  their  legislative 
representatives  on  a state  and  federal  level  to  register  their  concern  and 
call  for  a face-to-face  meeting  with  CBS  executives. 

"A  simple  apology  or  retraction  does  not  address  the  problem,"  said 
Tucker.  "We  believe  we  need  to  educate  CBS  executives  regarding  the  plain 
facts  concerning  tribal  governments  and  tribal  gaming  as  an  economic 
development  tool.  In  turn  we  hope  that  they  can  work  with  us  in  our 
efforts  to  educate  the  American  public." 

Tucker  said  that  Rooney's  comments  reflect  basic  ignorance. 

"Are  Indian  casinos  a joke?  I don't  think  the  thousands  of  tribal 
members  and  members  of  surrounding  communities  who  have  gotten  off  welfare 
and  have  a job  to  go  to  every  day  consider  it  a joke,"  said  Tucker. 
"Rooney's  claim  that  'casino  gaming  doesn't  produce  one  damn  thing  except 
piles  of  cash  for  sleazeball  owners'  demonstrates  that  he  and  the  network 
are  not  aware  that  tribal  gaming  operations  under  federal  law  provide 
revenues  for  education,  housing,  roads,  libraries,  utilities,  community 
services  for  the  youth  and  elderly,  fire  protection  and  law  enforcement  as 
well  income  for  tribal  members  and  revenue  for  ensuring  long  term 
economic  self-sufficiency." 

"Rooney's  comments  were  careless  and  delivered  without  basic  fact- 
checking.," said  Tucker.  "Unfortunately  his  lack  of  research  exacerbates 
the  public's  lack  of  understanding  of  tribal  governments  and  tribal  gaming. 
At  a time  when  tribal  governments  are  fighting  for  economic  survival,  we 
cannot  afford  to  perpetuate  myths  and  misunderstandings." 

All  net  tribal  gaming  revenue  is  taxed  100  percent  by  the  tribal 
governments  as  by  federal  law  --  Section  11  (a)(2)(B)  of  the  Indian  Gaming 
Regulatory  Act  , those  proceeds  can  only  be  used  to  fund  tribal  government 
operations  and  programs;  provide  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  tribes  and 
its  members;  promote  economic  development,  support  charitable  causes  and 
help  fund  the  operations  of  local  government.  In  addition.  Native 
Americans  receiving  gaming  income  pay  full  federal  income  taxes  on  those 
dollars . 

"His  citing  of  the  North  Dakota  Indians  starving  from  cuts  in  federal 
benefits  ignores  the  cause  of  that  tragic  situation,  how  tribes  are 
helping  and  his  complete  misunderstanding  of  tribal  sovereignty.  First, 
failed  promises  for  federal  support  and  a history  of  broken  treaties  and 
genocide  laid  the  groundwork  for  the  sad  conditions  in  North  Dakota. 

Second,  his  call  for  the  casino-owning  tribes  to  send  funds  lays  open  a 
wide  gap  of  wrong  assumptions:  No  one  sees  Rooney  calling  on  the  gaming 
states  of  Nevada  and  New  Jersey  to  send  funds  to  distressed  communities 
in  New  York  or  California.  These  are,  like  tribes,  sovereign  entities 
that  must  deal  with  their  own  economic  demands  and  priorities.  Third, 

Indian  tribes  are  helping  out  by  sending  both  donations,  food  and 
supplies,"  said  Tucker. 

Tucker  said  the  Washington  D.C.  offices  of  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  (NCAI)  and  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Association  (NIGA) 
as  well  as  tribal  government  offices  throughout  the  country  have  been 
flooded  with  calls  from  angry  and  frustrated  tribal  members,  neighboring 
community  residents  and  tribal  employees  who  saw  the  broadcast  and  want 
the  misinformation  corrected. 

He  said  official  letters  of  protest  from  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  and  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Association  have  been 
registered  with  CBS  president  and  CEO  Peter  Lund,  CBS  news  division 
president  Andrew  Heyward,  60  Minutes  executive  producer  Don  Hewitt  and 


commentator  Rooney.  In  addition  individual  tribes  and  local  community 
leaders  in  California  are  contacting  their  local  CBS  affiliates  to  lodge 
protests  as  well. 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  Rooney's  comments: 

"There  was  a third  new  story,  too,  this  week  that  I felt  close  to. 
(Headline  was  shown  which  read  "New  York  Senate  Roundly  Rejects  Casino 
Gambling)  I was  plenty  happy  about  that  because  I own  a house  near  where 
they  were  going  to  put  a casino.  Casino  gambling  doesn't  produce  one  damn 
thing  in  America  except  piles  of  cash  for  sleazeball  owners.  The  so-called 
Indian  casinos  are  a joke.  Their  management  is  often  about  as  Indian  as  I 
am.  There  was  a sad  story  this  week  (article  shown)  about  Indians  in 
North  Dakota  who  were  starving  and  freezing  because  of  cuts  in  federal 
benefits.  Well,  why  don't  the  Indian  casinos  making  hundreds  of  millions 
of  tax-free  dollars  help  their  own  people?" 

Tucker  went  on  to  note  that  the  February  broadcast  also  reflected  a 
history  of  demeaning  statements  concerning  Native  Americans  by  Rooney 
including  the  following  excerpts  from  past  Rooney  newspaper  commentary: 

"It's  interesting  that,  for  all  the  problems  they've  had  with  white 
Americans,  American  Indians  were  never  subjected  to  the  same  kind  of 
racial  bias  that  blacks  were." 

"While  American  Indians  have  a grand  past,  the  impact  of  their  culture 
on  the  world  has  been  slight.  There  are  no  great  American  Indian  novels, 
no  poetry.  There's  no  memorable  music.  Their  totem  poles  do  not  rank  with 
the  statuaries  of  Greece  and  there's  no  American  Indian  art  except  for 
some  good  craftwork." 

"Their  genius  was  for  living  free  in  a wild  state." 

"The  real  problem  is  we  took  the  country  away  from  the  American  Indians., 
.and  we're  not  going  to  give  it  back  to  them." 

Tucker  noted  that  while  Indian  leaders  are  angry  about  Mr.  Rooney  past 
commentary  and  most  recent  remarks,  he  says  their  immediate  objectives  are 
"1)  to  schedule  a meeting  with  CBS  management;  2)to  educate  the  network  to 
avoid  future  dissemination  of  bad  information  and  3)  to  identify  ways  in 
which  tribes  can  work  with  the  network  in  providing  timely,  accurate 
information . " 

SOURCE:  California  Nevada  Indian  Gaming  Association 
1130  K Street  Suite  LL70,  Sacramento,  CA  95814 
CONTACT:  Waltona  Manion  (818)305-8466 

"RE : Navajos  Ponder  Legalizing  Growing  of  Hemp"  

Date:  Sat,  13  May  2000  09:21:43  -0700  (MST) 

From:  chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona. EDU 

Sub j : Navajos  ponder  legalizing  growing  of  hemp  (fwd) 

-<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Date:  Wed,  10  May  2000  18:46:37  -0700 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rticles/0510AZ- -HEMP-NAV.html 

Navajos  ponder  legalizing  growing  of  hemp 
Associated  Press 
May.  10,  2000  10:19 

WINDOW  ROCK  - A proposal  to  legalize  the  growing  of  industrial  hemp 
continues  to  be  debated  on  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

The  Navajo  Nation  Council's  Economic  Development  Committee  is  expected 
to  deliberate  the  resolution  this  month. 

It's  already  been  approved  by  the  council's  Public  Safety  and  Resources 
committees.  The  final  say  rests  with  the  council. 

Hemp  supporters  say  the  willowy  plant  - a cousin  to  marijuana  - has  a 
market  among  manufacturers  as  a fiber  for  paper  and  fabric. 

The  resolution's  sponsor  is  Ervin  Keeswood,  a council  delegate  from 
Hogback,  New  Mexico. 

He  says  New  Mexico  Governor  Gary  Johnson  has  expressed  an  interest  in 
the  proposal. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 


RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Mon,  15  May  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Edmonds,  Harold 
#209-651 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/37 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Emrick,  Randall  Frank 

#306-307 

PO  Box  59 

Nelsonville,  OH  45764 
Date  of  Birth:  8/4/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Ellis,  Allen  Ray 
#254-342 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  11/5/53 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Evans,  George 
#192919 

18701  Old  Hwy  66 
Pacific,  MO  63069 
Date  of  Birth:  4/27/60 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Eriksen,  lames  Harold 

#860-138 

PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  12/20/58 

Fraley,  Randall  Allen 
#262-762 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 
Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 

"RE : standing  Deer  Transferred"  


Date:  Mon,  15  May  2000  09:44:15  -0400 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail.harvard.edu> 

Sub j : posting  for  Wotanging  Ikche 


Hi  Gary, 

Can  you  include  this  in  the  next  Wotanging  Ikche?  It  is  truly  wonderful 
news.  This  information  comes  from  the  Standing  Deer  Defense  Committee 
(contact  info  below): 

PLEASE  POST  WIDELY  - GREAT  NEWS! 
from  Standing  Deer  Defense  Committee 
bdyingswan(3aol . com 

http : //standingdeer . homepage . com/ index.html 
SDDC  / POBox  368  / Carrollton,  GA  30117 

To  Friends  & Supporters  of  Standing  Deer: 

Glenda  Adams  and  Dr.  Lannette  Linthicum  got  Standing  Deer  transferred 
from  Pack  One  Prison  to  the  Geriatrics  Center  at  Estelle. 

On  5-2-00  his  shoes  had  been  confiscated  for  some  unknown  reason.  Then 
in  the  still  of  the  night  on  5-7-00  he  was  told  to  pack  up  because  he  was 
being  transferred  to  another  prison  and  they  wouldn't  tell  him  where.  By 
5-8-00  Standing  Deer  was  settled  into  his  new  address  and  describes,  "It 
is  a cool  75*  in  here  in  this  sterile  bug-free  geriatrics  facility.  This 
place  is  even  better  than  I remember  it."  His  Clonidine  has  been 
restored,  blood  pressure  is  good  and  reports  that  the  medical  staff  is 
professional  and  treats  him  as  a patient.  He  has  also  been  recommended 
for  the  heart  clinic  in  Galveston. 

Thank  you,  THANK  YOU  ALL  for  bothering  all  who  you  had  bothered  by  your 
many  letters  of  support  in  order  to  win  this  life-saving  transfer. 

Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289 
Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

Deborah  A.  Richards 
Manuscript  Processor 
Schlesinger  Library 

Radcliffe  Institute  for  Advanced  Study 
10  Garden  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
617-495-8647 
richards@radcliffe. edu 
http: //www. radcliffe.edu/schles 

"RE : Mixed  Blood"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Apr  2000  21:41:02  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Mixed  Blood 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

He  came  into  my  office  looking  for  records  about  his  own  family.  He  stood 
there,  tall  and  slender,  he  told  me  he  was  67.  His  eyes  were  blue,  but  his 
skin  color  was  not  white  and  not  like  a full  blood,  maybe  sandalwood  brown. 
His  hair  was  white,  and  when  he  spoke  his  eyes  did  not  move  but  just 
looked  straight  at  me. 

I'm  looking  for  allotment  records  from  the  1890 's  he  told  me,  do  you 
know  where  they  could  be.  I am  interested  in  those  that  pre-date  the 
creation  of  the  reservation. 

Before  1861? 

Yes,  he  said.  I don't  know  for  sure,  but  tell  me  what  you  are  looking 
for,  if  you  don't  mind  me  asking. 

Go  ahead,  I would  like  to  know,  it  doesn't  matter  to  me,  I don't  know 
you  so  go  ahead  and  tell  me,  it  is  of  no  consequence. 

He  stared  at  me  and  said,  I don't  know  if  I should.  He  looked  at  me 
suspiciously. 

It  is  up  to  you,  I think  you  might  be  a descendant  looking  for  genealogy, 
and  you  are  probably  a mixed  blood,  a term  used  by  the  government  to 


classify  terminated  Indians. 

He  sat  down  and  started  to  talk,  and  he  related  his  family  history, 
about  how  he  came  to  be,  and  his  early  memories,  about  an  old  bridge 
crossing  on  the  old  road  through  the  reservation.  I had  seen  it  on  maps 
and  with  him  talking  it  came  to  life.  He  spoke  about  how  his  family  had  to 
live  with  either  his  mother's  folks  or  his  father's  folks,  on  what  was 
called  the  old  Daniels'  place.  His  father's  folks  were  mixed  blood,  his 
grandfather  having  crossed  the  plains  with  his  brother  and  settled  this 
land  when  it  was  homesteaded.  Old  man  Taylor  was  his  name,  it  was  called  5 
quarter  land,  that  means  a homestead  cost  $1.25  an  acre,  and  the  family 
who  settled  it  had  to  come  with  25  cents  per  acre  a year  for  five  years  to 
pay  off  the  land.  They  had  to  prove  up  on  it.  I know  the  land  he  talked 
about,  and  the  names  were  familiar  to  me. 

He  talked  about  an  old  bridge  that  crossed  Deep  Creek,  and  walking  with 
his  mother,  and  his  grandmother.  How  he  slipped  and  fell  into  the 
irrigation  ditch,  and  how  they  fished  him  up  and  made  him  strip  down  to 
nothing  and  he  walked  home  that  way.  When  he  got  home,  his  clothes  were 
hung  on  the  saw  horses  to  dry  and  he  played  until  they  dried  and  then  got 

dressed.  He  told  me  about  each  of  these  people  and  they  came  to  the  place 

called  Daniel's  ranch.  How  old  Man  Taylor  had  married  his  mother,  a full 
blooded  Indian  and  he  was  born  into  the  world.  They  lived  out  in  the 
sticks  but  moved  into  what  could  be  called  a settlement  where  the  school 
was.  He  did  not  know  what  poor  was,  and  what  a Mixed  Blood  was  either. 

When  he  went  to  school  he  learned  these  words. 

He  sat  there  for  a minute,  and  I could  see  in  his  eyes  the  little  boy, 
who  had  not  gotten  over  the  hurt  he  felt  that  day.  He  quietly  told  me  that 
his  own  cousins  did  not  want  to  know  him.  He  said  he  could  not  understand 
this,  but  learned  it  was  because  he  was  part  Indian.  He  went  home  and 
remembered  looking  at  his  mother  to  see  what  was  wrong  with  her.  She 
washed  his  face  and  told  him  he  was  a special  boy,  that  he  could  be 
anything  he  wanted  to  be.  I sat  there  and  this  old  man  was  that  boy 
crossing  the  bridge  whose  mother  fished  him  out  of  the  water.  All  those 
good  times  are  gone  now,  he  was  terminated  as  an  Indian  in  1961  under  a 
government  plan  to  assimilate  Indians.  He  is  not  White,  he  said  they  don't 
want  him.  The  Indians  don't  want  me  either,  and  so  sat  there  and  listened 
to  him  talk  until  he  could  talk  no  more. 

In  that  brief  moment  I walked  a little  bit  with  him  and  could  see  it  all 
just  as  he  spoke  it.  He  said  he  would  come  back  and  see  me,  then  got  up 
and  left.  I did  not  realize  it  but  the  day  was  half  gone  and  I missed  my 
lunch.  I can  still  see  him  sitting  across  from  me  and  his  eyes  travelling 
through  me  to  a different  time  and  place  when  all  that  mattered  was  just 
getting  home,  holding  his  mother's  hand  and  a father  who  worked  hauling 
wood.  One  of  our  children  now  grown  looking  for  his  family.  An  associate 
came  into  me  and  asked  how  is  this  project,  are  the  reports  going  to  be 
ready  by  five.  Well  you  can  see  I have  written  so  I guess  not,  and  to  tell 

you  the  truth  I don't  feel  to  bad  about  it 

rustywire 

http: //www. geocities . com/ rustywire 

- — "RE:  Poem:  Fitful  Dreams"  

Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  15:01:46  -0500 
From:  "lohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Fitful  dreams 

Fitful  Dreams 

In  fitful  dreaming, 
this  Spring  night. 

Whirrs  and  buzzes. 

In  dream  I see, 
the  old  photograph, 
faded  and  worn. 


Family  and  neighbors  pose, 

before  the  weathered  house  and  barn, 

frozen  in  time  past. 

I see  them  there, 

and  embarrassed,  I do  not  know, 

their  names. 

In  dream  I reach, 

and  write  their  names,  there, 

how  can  I know  this. 

In  fitful  dreams, 
they  speak  to  me, 
from  the  night. 

Dohn  Berry,  Oklahoma 
2000 

— "RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  — - 

Date:  Mon,  08  May  2000  07:08:07  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  21-27 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

21 

The  wind  and  the  rain  join  together  to  create  life. 

22 

Life  always  reveals  new  possibilities. 

23 

Feast  upon  the  riches  of  the  land. 

24 

Follow  the  paths  of  the  stars,  and  you  will  never  be  lost. 

25 

When  the  wind  has  come  full  circle  'round  the  earth,  it 
returns  to  the  place  of  its  beginning. 

26 

The  full  moon  reflected  upon  the  ocean  weaves  a night  of 
ancient  magic. 

27 

No  act  of  kindness  ever  goes  unrewarded. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  14  May  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


May  27  & 28th 

Memorial  Day  PowWow  (competition)  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC  --  Contact-  Mary  Dumper  888-291-0632  or 
828-497-2952 
Mailing  address- 

Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians 
attn:  Mary  A.  Dumper,  dir. 


p.o.box  455, 
Cherokee,  NC  28719 


MAY  20TH 

20th  annual  Title  IX  Traditional  PowWow-  "Honoring  our 

Graduates  & Families"  Hoyt  Park  - 3802  Regent  St,  MADISON,  WISCONSIN... 

for  more  info-  (608)  261-4614  or  email  jtheobald@madison . I<12  .wi . us 


MAY  27-28 

CARLISLE  INDIAN  SCHOOL  POW  WOW 

(email  me  for  more  info  on  this  one,  as  I have  long  info  on  this  one) 
N.  Scott  Momaday  is  guest  speaker  for  this  pow  wow  & also  contest 
dancing  (Carlisle,  PA) 


IUNE  16,17,18 
MATTOON,  IL 

7th  annual  Kaskaskia  River  Dancer  Pow  Wow  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL 
$11,500  contest  money,  for  trader  set  up  or  info  contact  Pat  Gaines 
1-800-500-4599 


I also  have  info  on  pow  wow  coming  up  in  Pablo, Montana  - May  20th & 

Haskell  Pow  Wow  will  be  may  12-14 also  one  may  5-7rth  at  New  Bern, 

NC 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Mon,  10  Apr  2000  11:18:14  -0400 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : SEMINAR:  The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Montreal,  5.29-31.00 
Hi  Gary, 

I got  this  from  the  H-Amindian  listserv.  Thought  some  folks  on  WI  might 
be  interested.  Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  19:30:00  -0700 

From:  "H-AMINDIAN  (I.  Wendel  Cox)"  <amind@h-net2 . msu . edu> 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

ADVANCED  STUDY  INSTITUTE 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

May  29  - 31,  2000 

Institute  of  Community  & Family  Psychiatry 
4333  Cite  Ste  Catherine  Road,  Montreal,  H3T  1E4 

Around  the  world,  indigenous  peoples  have  experienced  rapid  culture  change, 
marginalization  and  absorption  into  a global  economy  with  little  regard  for 
their  autonomy.  Cultural  discontinuity  has  been  linked  to  high  rates  of 
depression,  alcoholism,  suicide,  and  violence  in  many  communities,  with  the 
most  dramatic  impact  on  youth.  Despite  these  challenges,  many  communities 
have  done  well.  This  meeting  will  bring  together  experts  from  Canada  and 
other  countries  to  discuss  the  value  of  the  perspectives  of  social  and 
cultural  psychiatry  for  understanding  the  factors  that  promote  mental  health 
or  lead  to  psychological  distress  in  indigenous  populations  and  communities. 

This  three  day  seminar  will  be  of  interest  to  researchers,  health 
professionals  and  planners  engaged  in  mental  health  promotion  and 
intervention  for  First  Nations  and  Inuit  communities  of  Canada  and  other 
indigenous  peoples.  An  international  faculty  will  address  a wide  range  of 
issues  including: 

- social  origins  of  and  responses  to  distress 

- transformations  of  identity  and  community 

- models  for  collaborative  research,  mental  health  services  & health 


promotion 


Guest  Faculty  to  Include: 

+ Naomi  Adelson,  Ph.D.  York  University,  author  of  Being  Alive  Well:  Health 
and  the  Politics  of  Cree  Well-Being. 

+ Louis-lacques  Dorais,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Laval,  Editor-in-chief  of 
Etudes/Inuit/Studies,  author  of  Quaqtaq:  Modernity  and  Identity  in  an 
Inuit  Community. 

+ Ernest  Hunter,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Public  Health,  University  of 
Queensland . 

+ Joseph  Kaufert,  Ph.D.  Depts.  of  Community  Health  Sciences  & Anthropology, 
University  of  Manitoba. 

+ lane  McKendrick,  M.D.  Director,  Resource  Unit  for  Indigenous  Mental 
Health  Education  & Research,  University  of  Melbourne. 

+ John  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Director,  Northern  Health  Unit, 

University  of  Manitoba. 

+ Theresa  D.  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Oregon,  author  of  Disciplined 
Hearts:  History,  Identity,  and  Depression  in  an  American  Indian 
Community. 

+ Gail  Guthrie  Valaskakis,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research,  Aboriginal  Healing 
Foundation,  Ottawa. 

+ lames  B.  Waldram,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Native  Studies,  University  of 
Saskatchewan,  author  of  The  Way  of  the  Pipe:  Aboriginal  Spirituality  and 
Symbolic  Healing  in  Canadian  Prisons,  and  Aboriginal  Health  in  Canada: 
Historical,  Cultural  and  Epidemiological  Perspectives. 

+ Cornelia  Wieman,  M.D.,  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McMaster  University, 

Chair  of  the  Native  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Canadian  Psychiatric 
Association . 

+ T.  Kue  Young,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Dept.  Community  Health 
Sciences,  University  of  Manitoba,  author  The  Health  of  Native  Americans: 
Towards  a Biocultural  Epidemiology;  The  Circumpolar  Inuit:  Health  of  a 
Population  in  Transition. 

To  Register:  complete  this  form  and  enclose  a current  curriculum  vitae  and  a 
check  for  the  course  fee  of  $200  ($100  for  full-time  students  with  proof  of 
status)  made  out  to:  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McGill  University  and  mail 
to:  Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry,  1033  Pine  Ave.  West, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  H3A  1A1.  (For  info:  514-398-7302;  Fax:  514-398-4370) 

Name: 


Title/Affiliation : 


Address : 


Tel: Fax: 

E-mail: 


Status  (check  one)  Full-time  student/ 

Health  Professional/ Academic/ Researcher 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

Advanced  Study  Institute 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

SCHEDULE 

Monday,  May  29  * Social  Origins  of  Distress 
9:00-9:30  Opening  Address  * Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 
9:30-10:00  Colonization,  Marginalization  & Technocratic  Control  * 
Laurence  J.  Kirmayer 

10:00-10:45  "S<caron>the  deep  sleep  of  forgetfulness":  Reflecting  on 
Disremembering  * Ernest  Hunter 
10:45-11:00  Break 

11:00-11:30  Effects  of  Organized  Violence  on  the  Quechua  of  the 
Peruvian  Andes  - Duncan  Pedersen 


11:30-12:15  The  Legacy  of  the  "Stolen  Generations"  * lane  McKendrick 
12:15-1:00  Discussion  * T.  Kue  Young,  Gail  Valaskakis 

Tuesday,  May  30  * Individual  and  Collective  Responses  to  Suffering 
9:00-9:45  Suicide  among  Australian  Aboriginals  * Ernest  Hunter 
9:45-10:15  Aboriginal  Identity  & the  Construction  of  Fetal  Alcohol 
Syndrome  * Caroline  Tait 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  Lakota  Psychology  in  Colonial  Context  * Theresa  O'Neil 
11:15-12:00  Discussion  * Laurence  Kirmayer,  Allan  Young 
Transformations  of  Identity  & Community 

1:30-2:00  Healing  the  "Aboriginal"  Offender:  Identity  Construction 
Through  Therapeutic  Practice  * Gregory  Brass 

2:00-2:45  "Culture"  in  Cross-cultural  Counselling  * lames  Waldram 
2:45-3:00  Break 

3:00-3:30  Towards  a Recuperation  of  Souls  & Bodies:  Community  Healing  & 
the  Interplay  of  Faith  & History  * Naomi  Adelson 

3:30-4:00  Negotiating  Health:  Meanings  of  "Building  a Healthy  Community" 
in  Igloolik  * Kristiann  Allen 

4:00-5:00  Discussion  * Louis-Iacques  Dorais,  Kristin  Norget 

Wednesday,  May  31  * Models  for  Collaborative  Research  & Mental  Health 
Services 

9:00-9:45  Working  in  Partnership:  Innovative  Collaborative  Research 
Between  Aboriginal  Communities  and  an  Academic  Unit  * lane  McKendrick 
9:45-10:15  Ethical  Issues  in  Language  Interpretation  for  Aboriginal 
People  in  Mental  Health  Care  * Joseph  Kaufert 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  A First  Nations  Mental  Health  Clinic  * Cornelia  Wieman 

11:15-12:00  Discussion:  Dohn  OINeil,  Doseph  Couture 

12:00-12:30  Closing  *Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

Laurence  3.  Kirmayer,  MD 

Professor  & Director 

Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry 

McGill  University 

Editor-in-Chief 

Transcultural  Psychiatry 

1033  Pine  Ave.  West 

Montreal,  Quebec  H3A  1A1 

TEL:  514-398-7302 

FAX:  514-398-4370 

++++  Visit  our  web  page  at  www.mcgill.ca/psychiatry/transcultural 
Gregory  M.  Brass 

Coordinator,  Native  Mental  Health  Research  Team 

Culture  and  Mental  Health  Research  Unit 

Sir  Mortimer  B.  Davis  - Jewish  General  Hospital 

4333  Cote  Ste-Catherine  Rd 

Montreal  Quebec  H3T  1E14 

514  340-8222  x 5246 

Fax  340-7503 

E-mail:  mice@musica.mcgill.ca 
E-mail:  Saulteaux@hotmail.com 

www.mcgill . ca/ psychiatry /transcultural /native. html 

Deborah  A.  Richards 
Manuscript  Processor 
Schlesinger  Library 

Radcliffe  Institute  for  Advanced  Study 
10  Garden  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
617-495-8647 
richards@radcliffe. edu 
http: //www. radcliffe.edu/schles 


Date:  Sun,  09  Ian  2000  00:31:03  -0800 


From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 


To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Tue,  16  May  2000  14:03:50  -0500 
From:  "lohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Native  American  Higher  Education  Symposium  2000 


Dr.  Kendall  Blanchard,  President  of  Fort  Lewis  College 
and  Dr.  lames  Henderson,  President  of  San  luan  College 
announce : 

The  First  Annual 

Native  American  Higher  Education  Symposium  2000 
Sponsored  by 

Fort  Lewis  College  (Colorado)  and  San  luan  College  (New  Mexico) 

Location:  lames  Henderson  Fine  Arts  Center 

San  luan  College 

Farmington,  New  Mexico 

When : 

lune  28th  (Opening  Reception),  and 
lune  29th  and  30th,  2000 
Conference  website: 

http: //soba .fort lewis . edu/sbdc/NAHEC/agenda . htm 
For  Information  contact: 

Delilah  Orr  (Program  Chair)  Department  of  English,  247 
Noble,  Fort  Lewis  College,  Durango,  Colorado  81301. 

Telephone:  970-247-7627.  Email:  orr_d@fortlewis.edu 
Freda  Garnanez  (Host  Chair) : Native  American  Center, 

San  luan  College,  Farmington,  New  Mexico  87402. 

Telephone:  505-559-0363.  Email:  garnanez@s jc . cc . nm . us 


Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  07:25:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : luly  4th  - Full  Circle  Celebration  of  Native  America 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

MA-NA-TA-KA 

EVENT:  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 
DATE:  Friday  lune  30th, 2000  ~ 4 th  of  luly  weekend! 

PLACE:  The  Convention  Center,  Manataka,  Arkansas, 

Hot  Springs  National  Park. 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  people  of  the  land  made  pilgrimages 
to  MA-NA-TA-KA,  The  Place  of  Peace,  The  Valley  of  the  Vapors, 

The  Great  Gathering  Place,  The  Place  of  the  Healing  Waters, 


Home  of  the  Rainbow  Woman. 

According  to  researchers,  over  34  language  groups  traveled 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  in  great  councils 
at  Manataka.  The  sights  they  beheld  were  unbelievably 
beautiful.  The  experiences  they  cherished  were  remembered 
in  song  and  dance  for  generations! 

For  the  first  time  in  over  200  years,  this  will  be  the  first  of 
many  more  to  come. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native  America  is  a depiction 
of  what  our  culture  was,  and  what  it  is  today.  FULL  CIRCLE 
is  the  story  of  Manataka,  told  in  song,  dance,  and  story 
telling.  The  performance  is  extremely  dynamic,  moving  and 
a thunderstorm  of  color!  Representing  dozens  of  American 
Indian  Nations  are  musicians,  dancers,  singers,  and  story 
tellers,  who  touch  the  audience  with  tears,  joy,  excitement 
beyond  description. 

The  combination  of  pounding  drums,  jingling  dancer's  feet, 
awe  inspiring  stories  of  ancient  tradition  make  for  an  evening 
of  fantastic  edu-tainment . FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native 
America  will  be  a spectacular  event  to  remember! 

FEATURING: 

BILL  (Ghostdance)  MILLER 

Bill  Miller  is  the  winner  of  five  1999  Native  American  Indian 
music  awards  including:  Artist  of  the  year.  Best  Male  Artist, 

Folk  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  and  Song  writer  of  the  Year. 

GAYLE  ROSS 

Gayle  Ross  is  a wonderfully  moving  and  fantastically  funny  story 
teller  of  the  Cherokee.  Her  works  have  been  enjoyed  by  audiences 
all  over  the  country. 

ECHOES  OF  EARTH  AND  SKY 

Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky;  features  two-world  class  fancy  dancers. 
Rob  Greyhill  (Navajo)  and  Jennifer  Meness  ( Algonquin).  Awesome 
examples  of  Native  artistry  are  intertwined  with  enchanting  songs 
and  fascinating  stories  of  creation,  love,  and  adventures. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  DANCE  COMPANY 

The  Great  American  Indian  Dance  Company;  is  a fantastic  group 
just  back  from  a tour  of  Europe  where  they  received  standing 
ovations  at  every  show.  The  Great  American  Indian  Dancers  are 
the  best  powwow  performers  in  the  nation! 

THE  SELECT  CHOIR  - CHEROKEE  CHILDRENS  CHOIR 

The  Select  Choir;  is  20  children  dressed  full  regalia  that  perform 
Indian  sign  language  in  the  beautiful  Cherokee  language. 

TICKET  INFORMATION 

The  GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  10:30  p.m.,  free,  no 

admission  charge! 

A MATINEE  SHOW  - Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky  with  Gayle 
Ross  starts  at  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  go  on  sale  May  1st, 2000. 

DOORS  OPEN  TO  THE  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICA  AT  7:30  P.M.  Tickets  go  on  sale 
May  1st, 2000. 

Children  and  adults  will  be  given  a special  opportunity  to  see 
and  participate  in  the  Great  American  Indian  Craft  Exposition. 

They  will  see  American  Indians  make  jewelry,  clothing,  hunting 
weapons,  baskets  and  many  other  crafts.  They  will  see  real 
life-size  tepees  and  hear  special  presentations. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  tickets,  please  send  us  your 


name  and  address,  telephone  number  and  email  address. 

Tell  us  how  many  reserved  and/or  general  admission  tickets 
you  need.  E-mail  MANATAKA@HOTMAIL.COM 

To  purchase  tickets  by  phone,  dial  TOLL  FREE  1-888-747-9185 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted  please  have  your  card  ready! 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by:  Manataka  American  Indian 
Council,  Hot  Springs  Art  Center 

VENDOR  INFORMATION  ~ GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN 
CRAFT  EXPOSITION  ~ FRIDAY  , 3UNE  30,2000 
HOT  SPRINGS  CONVENTION  CENTER 
HOT  SPRINGS  NATIONAL  PARK,  ARKANSAS 

The  MAIC  will  spend  thousands  of  dollars  and  hundreds 
of  man  hours  advertising  and  promoting  this  event  by  radio, 
television,  newspaper,  magazines,  posters,  flyers,  table 
tents,  post  cards  and  the  internet.  We  anticipate  a crowd 
of  5,000  to  6,500. 

FULL  CIRCLE  will  be  the  largest  event  of  its  kind  ever 
produced  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

The  people  of  Arkansas  are  starving  for  a live  American 
Indian  experience.  Our  experienced  professionals,  staff 
members  and  volunteers  are  dedicated  to  providing  you 
and  the  general  public  with  quality  production.  We 
welcome  your  questions  and  comments. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a spectacular  performance  , large 
crowds  and  a event  filled  with  blessings  for  everyone.  If  you 
wish  to  participate  a vendor,  please  read  the  following: 

Special  lodging  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a limited 
number  of  vendors  at  $20.00  per  person  per  night.  First  come 
first  serve  basis. 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

Copy,  cut,  and  paste  the  following  application. 

Send  it  by  e-mail  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 
Drag  your  mouse  over  the  text  holding  down  the  button, 
this  marks  the  text.  Once  marked,  hit  the  "control"  key 
and  the  "C"  key  at  the  same  time,  this  copies  the  text. 

Go  to  email  and  hit  the  "control"  key  and  the  "V"  key 
at  the  same  time,  this  pastes  the  text. 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
VENDOR  APPLICATION  FORM 

PLEASE  CLEARLY  PRINT  OR  TYPE. 

FILL  IN  ALL  BLANKS. 

Name: Telephone^  ) 

Address: State: Zip: 

Tribe: Agency: 

E-mail: Sponsored  by: 

Number  of  Booth  Spaces: Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 

For  more  information  send  email  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "limmy  Boy  Dial"  <3BDial911@home . com> 


I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  Dack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 


Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 


will  be  posted  at  the  website. 
For  more  information  contact: 
Timothy  Montler 
P.0.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol.net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 


November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub  j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

3ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 


HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 

Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
Dohn  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
Dess  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 

For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Dr.  Girl ' s Cloth 
Dr.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Children ' s 
& Obstable 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Shell  Shaker 
Coordinator  Contests  Day 

Blalock 
Coordinator 


Sunday  Morning 
Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
Course  Golf  Tournament  & 
Horseshoe 
Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 


POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 


We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Flenry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I've  got  so  far. . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Lower  South- 

Abbreviations:  FID  - Flost  Drum,  HND  - Flost  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Flost  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 


Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  2000  21:43:15  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Spring  & Summer  Events  Update 

Native  American  Festivals 

-The  following  is  a list  of  Late  Spring/Early  Summer  events  that  I omitted 
from  earlier  postings- 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 


Date:  Fri,  21  Apr  2000  22:03:35  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : More  Spring  & Summer  Updates 

May  12-14:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Pow  Wow,  at  Tomahawk  Park,  Copley,  WV. 


Proceeds  will  benefit  the  AAIWV  Children's  Fund  and  the  AAIWV  Food  Bank. 
Admission:  adults  - $2.00  plus  1 non-perishable  canned  good;  children  (13  & 
under)  - 1 non-perishable  canned  good.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL:  Bonnie  Red 
Basket;  MC:  Tony  Dennings  & Dim  Stewart  Many  Hands;  AD:  Frank  Two  Horse;  HD: 
Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drums:  Our  Brothers  Drum  & Mystic  Lake  Singers. 
Other  drums  are  welcome.  Contacts:  Sandy  Murano  (Vendors)  (304)  349-2088  or 
lrobin@ruralnet . org;  Mel  Charlton  (Drums)  (304)  683-3647  or 
charlton@cwv.net;  Zina  Turner  (Volunteers)  (304)  926-8894  or 
turtlbear@aol.com;  Peggy  Coulter  (General  Info)  (304)  563-6113  or 
tritr4@prodigy . net . 

May  19-20:  Claremore  Pow  Wow,  Will  Rogers  Downs  Racetrack  Facility,  east  of 
Claremore,  OK.  Info:  Info:  (918)  341-6420. 

May  19-21:  Midlands  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  on  the  South  Carolina  State 
Fairgrounds  at  Abernathy  Arena,  Columbia,  SC.  Sponsored  by  the  Midlands 
Intertribal  Empowerment  Group.  MC:  Dim  Ross;  HM:  Archie  Hoffman;  HL:  Yvonne 
Fletcher;  HGD:  Herschel  Kaulhity;  HD:  Millard  Clark  & the  Southern  Singers; 
ST:  Dr.  Will  M.  Goins;  Hoop  Dancer:  Daniel  Tramper;  WS:  Southern  Warriors 
Society.  Gourd  Dancing  on  Saturday  & Sunday.  GO:  Friday,  4pm;  Saturday  10am; 
Sunday,  11am.  GE:  Friday,  7pm;  Saturday,  1pm  & 6pm;  Sunday,  1pm.  Info: 

Curtis  Boone,  PO  Box  7512,  Columbia,  SC  29202  or  (803)  254-9442.  Website: 
www . powwows . com/mieg . 

May  19-21:  Tunica-Biloxi  Pow  Wow,  Marksville,  LA.  Guest  entertainers 
include:  Doanne  Shenandoah,  Hawk,  and  Dackie  Crow.  There  will  also  be  an 
Archery  Contest  (Traditional  Longbow  & Recurve).  Info:  (800)  946-1946,  ext. 
2036. 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  Damie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 

May  26-28:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  at  Lions  Club  Park,  Hwy. 

160  East,  Alton,  MO. 

Sponsored  by  Lost  Cherokees  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  Lions  Club  of  Alton,  and 
the  Missouri  Humanities  of  Art.  Special  Guest:  actor  Larry  Sellers  (Cloud 
Dancing).  $2,000.00  cash  drawing  on  Saturday  night  (must  be  present  to  win). 
HSD:  Soldier  Creek  Singers;  MC:  Orville  Kirk;  AD:  Dim  Vinyard;  HM:  Dim 
Peters;  HL:  Shelly  Allen;  HGD:  Stanley  Dohn  "Redshirt";  Head  Boy:  Ben  Bear; 
Head  Girl:  Mary  Katharine  Bear;  Princess:  Mary  Bighorse  Dr.  Admission:  $6.00 
- adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12  & seniors  over  60;  children  under  3 & 
Scouts  in  uniform  admitted  free..  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm  - 10pm;  Saturday, 
11am  - 10pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 6pm.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 

May  27-28:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3028  or  (888)  291-0632. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www. redearth . org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  10-11:  Cullman  County  Indian  Festival,  at  Smith  Lake  Park,  Cullman,  AL. 
Sponsored  by  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  -6pm;  Sunday 


10am  -5pm.  MC:  Richard  White  Wolf  Pyle;  HD:  White  Horse  Singers;  FP:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  Also  featuring:  Steve  Edges  of  the  American  Indian  Museum,  Bankhead 
National  Forest  archaeologist  lean  Allen,  and  Dave  White  Wolf  Trezak.  Camp 
sites  available.  Info:  Billy  Shaw,  8251  Co.  Road  310,  Cullman,  AL  35057  or 
(256)  737-9163. 

Dune  10-11:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  Blevins  Field,  Delbarton,  WV.  Sponsored 
by  the  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  & the  City  of 
Delbarton.  Free  admission.  Camping  available.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL: 

Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw;  HD:  Mother 
Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  GE:  noon  on  Saturday;  1pm  on 
Sunday.  Vendor  info:  applel0@aol.com;  General  info:  wkngbear@cwv.net. 

Dune  16-17:  Union  Grove  Pow  Wow,  Van  Hoy  Family  Campgrounds,  Union  Grove, 

NC.  Info:  Tim  Deane  (423)  932-0908. 


Date:  Sun,  23  Apr  2000  16:31:50  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub  j : More  Events  Updates 

May  12-13:  Poke  Salat  Festival,  downtown  Arab,  AL.  Featuring  arts,  crafts  & 
various  activities.  Not  a Native  American  event,  but  it  is  built  around  a 
native  green.  Hours:  9am-5:30pm,  no  admission  charged.  Info:  L'  Rancho  Cafe 
(256)  586-9913. 

May  19-21:  Spring  Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama,  at 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL.  HM:  Gary  Thunderwolf;  HL:  Barbara 
Hull;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  On-site  camping  & cave  tours  available.  Admission 
charged.  Info:  Sequoyah  Caverns  Park  Office  (256)  635-0024  or  e-mail: 
ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

May  19-20:  Claremore  Pow  Wow,  Will  Rogers  Downs  Racetrack  Facility,  east  of 
Claremore,  OK.  Info:  Info:  (918)  341-6420. 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  Damie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 

May  26-28:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  at  Lions  Club  Park,  Hwy. 

160  East,  Alton,  MO. 

Sponsored  by  Lost  Cherokees  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  Lions  Club  of  Alton,  and 
the  Missouri  Humanities  of  Art.  Special  Guest:  actor  Larry  Sellers  (Cloud 
Dancing).  $2,000.00  cash  drawing  on  Saturday  night  (must  be  present  to  win). 
HSD:  Soldier  Creek  Singers;  MC:  Orville  Kirk;  AD:  Dim  Vinyard;  HM:  Dim 
Peters;  HL:  Shelly  Allen;  HGD:  Stanley  Dohn  "Redshirt";  Head  Boy:  Ben  Bear; 
Head  Girl:  Mary  Katharine  Bear;  Princess:  Mary  Bighorse  Dr.  Admission:  $6.00 
- adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12  & seniors  over  60;  children  under  3 & 
Scouts  in  uniform  admitted  free..  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm  - 10pm;  Saturday, 
11am  - 10pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 6pm.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 

May  27-28:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3028  or  (888)  291-0632. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www. redearth . org. 


Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 


Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TNI.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 


Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
~May,  2000~ 

May  12-14:  Cherokee  Indian  Festival  & Mothers  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  Boling  Park, 
Canton,  GA.  MC:  Cleto  Montolongo.  Along  with  Native  American  dance 
competition,  there  will  be  Aztec  dancers,  a Polynesian  Dance  Revue  and  an 
African  Dance  Company,  along  with  Hoop  Dance  performances  by  Dohnathan 
Feather.  Live  bear,  cougar,  birds  of  prey,  and  more  will  be  exhibited  by  the 
Ellijay  Wildlife  Rehab  Center.  Admission:  $8.00  - adults,  $4.00  - children. 
Info:  (770)  735-6275  or  see  the  website  at 
www.laughingwolf.com/rollingthunder . 

May  19-20:  Wild  Horse  & Burro  Adoptions,  at  the  Wild  Horse  & Burro  Adoption 
Center,  Cross  Plains,  TN.  Info:  (800)  376-6009. 

May  19-21:  Monacan  Indian  Pow  Wow,  Route  130,  Elon,  VA  (north  of  Lynchburg). 
Info:  (804)  946-0398. 

May  19-21:  Gathering  in  Celebration  of  Our  People,  Routes  117  & 602, 
Churchview,  VA.  Sponsored  by  the  Dragon  Run  Inn  and  the  Red  Cedar  Band  of 
Cherokee.  Info:  Mayflower  Pettie  (804)  795-1315. 

May  20-21:  Mahnee  Chan  Pow  Wow,  at  Explore  Park,  Roanoke,  VA.  Info:  George 
Whitewolf  (804)  946-0421  or  Explore  Park  (540)  427-1800  or  (800)  842-9163. 

May  26-28:  Semi-Annual  Pow  Wow  & Homecoming  Gathering  of  the  North  Bay  Clan, 
3733  County  Road  2321,  just  north  of  Deerpoint  Dam,  Lynn  Haven,  FL. 

Sponsored  by  the  North  Bay  Clan  of  the  Lower  Creek  Muskogee  Tribe.  MC:  Dohn 
Ferguson;  HD:  Shadow  Wolf;  FP:  Morris  Dale  Tate.  No  large  dogs,  wolves  or 
potentially  ferocious  canines  allowed.  Free  admission,  public  invited.  $5.00 
fee  to  enter  dance  competition  (excluding  Tiny  Tots).  Info:  North  Bay  Creek 
Indian  Clan,  PO  Box  687,  Lynn  Haven,  FL  32444,  or  call  Beverly  Moore  (850) 
271-5056  or  Lonzo  Woods  (850)  763-6717. 

May  27:  Upper  Mattaponi  Spring  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Upper  Mattaponi  Tribal 
Grounds,  King  William,  VA.  Info:  (804)  769-2408  or  (757)  595-2602. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  For  more  pow  wow  listings,  check  out 
Wanige's  Pow  Wows  & Events,  at 

http://members.aol.com/_ht_a/txrose8021myhomepage/collection.html.  This  is  a 
site  maintained  by  a friend  of  mine  who  took  my  listings  of  Southeastern 
Events  and  added  other  listings  from  across  the  nation.  This  friend  also 
publishes  the  Blue  Eagle  News,  a Native  American  online  newsletter.  You  can 
subscribe  to  this  newsletter  by  sending  a request  to  TxRose8021@aol.com. 
Another  online  newsletter  I can  recommend  is  Wotanging  Ikche,  which  is 


available  by  sending  youn  subscription  request  to  gars@netcom.com.  Both  of 
these  newsletters  carry  my  pow  wow  & events  listings,  as  well  as  those 
contributed  by  others. 

Please  note:  These  events  listings  are  sent  out  on  request  to  interested 
parties.  Anyone  wishing  to  subsrcibe  or  unsubsrcibe  should  send  their 
request  to  Wanigel@hotmail.com.  You  may  also  send  event  announcements  & 
corrections  to  these  addresses.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  these 
listings  with  your  friends 


Date:  Fri,  28  Apr  2000  18:27:02  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

-Native  American  Events- 
Late  Spring  Additions 

May  12-13:  Fredericksburg  Founders  Day  Pow  Wow,  at  Fort  Martin  Scott 
Flistoric  Site,  1606  East  Main  St.,  Fredericksburg,  TX.  Info:  Larry  McCurtain 
(580)  429-8609  or  Dennis  Collins  (830)  997-7043  or  Nick  Bradford  (830) 
997-8925. 

May  12-14:  1st.  Annual  Thundering  Earth  Pow  Wow,  at  Ohio  County  Park, 
Hartford,  KY.  HD:  Lightning  Boys;  cHD:  Bull  Run;  Honorary  cHD:  Brothers  of 
the  Pine;  HM:  Ross  Davidson;  HL:  Amanda  Fox  Winstead;  HV:  Roger  Campbell; 

ST:  Fred  Bradley;  MC:  Larry  Grisby;  AD:  Kenny  Irvin.  There  will  be  a 
pre-1840's  encampment  & tee-pee  set-up.  Info:  Barry  Brown  (270)  298-4795  or 
e-mail:  karmamal@aol.com. 

May  13:  Occoneechi  State  Park  Heritage  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Occoneechi 
State  Park,  Clarksville,  VA.  Trader  spaces  are  closed.  Info:  (919)  304-3723. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  15  May  2000  15:02:13  -0500 

From:  "Christine  A.  Penney"  <cpenney@chel.che.umn.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Update 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

>>>  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl . edu>  05/15/00  10:59AM  >>> 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 5/15:  Racial  Profiling: 

Civil  rights  groups  across  the  country  are  attempting  to  put  a stop  to  a 
police  practice  known  as  racial  profiling,  the  act  of  stopping  motorists 
based  on  their  ethnicity.  It's  a practice  that's  been  used  against  Native 
Americans  and  other  minorities  for  years.  How  do  we  protect  our  people, 
especially  our  young  people,  from  being  harassed  by  the  law? 

TUE  - 5/16:  Rewriting  America's  History  Books: 

leanne  Owawin-Eder  always  wanted  to  rewrite  the  history  books,  especially 
after  reading  textbooks  that  misrepresented  her  Dakota  and  Assiniboine 
relatives.  So  she  earned  a doctoral  degree  in  history  and  has  already 
written  two  books  that  reflect  more  positive  images  of  Indians.  Eder  joins 
us  to  share  her  views  on  rewriting  whitewashed  history. 

WED  - 5/17:  Indian  in  the  Spotlight: 

She  is  an  award-winning  journalist  who  has  made  her  mark  in  the  television 
world  and  climbed  to  the  top  of  her  field.  She  is  a role  model  and  a 
mother.  She  appears  on  CBS's  "The  Early  Show"  during  the  week,  and  she 
will  be  our  Indian  in  the  Spotlight.  Who  is  she?  The  one  and  only  Hattie 
Kaufman  of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe. 

THU  - 5/18:  Bio-Tech  Foods: 

Thousands  of  people  demonstrated  in  Boston  recently  against  the  "genetic 
pollution"  of  our  food  supply.  When  scientists  splice  genes  from  viruses, 
bacteria,  animals  and  plants  into  our  traditional  food  supply,  what  are  we 
really  eating?  What  are  the  environmental  effects  of  genetically  engineered 


crops?  Should  we  allow  our  food  to  be  genetically  altered?  Force  the 
industry  to  label  all  genetically  engineered  food?  Or  just  leave  Mother 
Nature  alone? 

FRI  - 5/19:  When  to  take  your  kid  to  the  E.R.?: 

We  all  know  how  it  feels  to  be  a child*caref ree  and  invincible.  Children 
play  hard  for  hours,  especially  during  the  summer  and  often  times  they  come 
home  with  scrapes  and  bruises.  Flow  do  we  know  when  to  tell  the  difference 
between  minor  injuries  and  injuries  that  need  medical  attention?  How  should 
we  care  for  minor  injuries  at  home?  loin  Joaqlin  Estus  on  the  next 
"Wellness  Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  as  they  discuss  how  to  know 
whether  to  perform  first  aid  on  your  child  or  take  them  to  the  emergency  room. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with  the 
subject  heading  unsubscribe 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Christine  A.  Penney, 

Dan  Smoke,  Andre  P Cramblit,  Gayle  Swanson,  Martha  E Ture,  John  Wm  Sloniker, 
Innu  Rights  and  Environment,  Buffalo  Folks,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry, 
Les  Tate,  Wild  Horse,  Chris  Milda,  Nancy  Thomas,  Steve  Bison,  Gary  Smith, 

Tom  Kunesh,  Deborah  Richards,  Janet  Smith,  John  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:49:14  2000 
Date:  Tue,  23  May  2000  19:07:27  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.022 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L,  Triballaw 
& Red  Road  Newsletter  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http : //www. n a vajohopiob server . com/navajohopiobserver/myarticles .asp/ 
http : //www. a z star net . com/public /dnews/000505Rregbrf s05 . html 
http : //www. a z star net . com/public /dnews/000516RRegbrf sl6. html 
http : //www . seattletimes . com/news/general/copyright . html 
http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ news/a rticles/0516CANNIBAL16 . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"Friends,  it  has  been  our  misfortune  to  welcome  the  white  man.  We  have 
been  deceived.  Fie  brought  with  him  some  shining  things  that  pleased 
our  eyes;  he  brought  weapons  more  effective  than  our  own:  above  all,  he 
brought  the  spirit  water  that  makes  one  forget  for  a time  old  age, 
weakness,  and  sorrow.  But  I wish  to  say  to  you  that  if  you  would 
possess  these  things  for  yourselves,  you  must  begin  anew  and  put  away 
the  wisdom  of  your  fathers.  You  must  lay  up  food,  and  forget  the  hungry. 
When  your  house  is  built,  your  storeroom  filled,  then  look  around  for  a 
neighbor  whom  you  can  take  at  a disadvantage,  and  seize  all  that  he  has! 
Give  away  only  what  you  do  not  want;  or  rather,  do  not  part  with  any  of 
your  possessions  unless  in  exchange  for  another's." 

"My  countrymen,  shall  the  glittering  trinkets  of  this  rich  man,  his 


deceitful  drink  that  overcomes  the  mind,  shall  these  things  tempt  us  to 
give  up  our  homes,  our  hunting  grounds,  and  the  honorable  teaching  of 
our  old  men?  Shall  we  permit  ourselves  to  be  driven  to  and  fro  --  to 
be  herded  like  the  cattle  of  the  white  man?" 

Chief  Red  Cloud,  Oglala 


+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  i 
I of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 
| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  I 
[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 
i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  i 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


[ Dourney 

i The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

On  May  16  the  New  York  Times  published  a story  on  the  front  page  of  its 
Science/Environment  section  that  I found  particularly  appropriate,  as 
indigenous  peoples  throughout  this  hemisphere  struggle  to  preserve  forests, 
game  animals,  traditional  herding  and  farming  cultures.  "Civilized" 
societies  derided  the  indigenous  peoples  as  primitive  and  backwards,  and 
forced  their  version  of  progress  by  persuasion,  bribery,  and  sometimes 
outright  slaughter.  But  the  Times  story  shows  that  now  scientists  are 
coming  to  see  that  there  may  have  been  reasons  beyond  mere  ignorance  for 
these  traditions,  and  more  --  that  the  earth's  cultures  may  have  to  return 
to  those  traditions  for  mankind  to  survive. 

The  Times  quoted  scientists  who  believe  that  excess  carbon  in  the 
atmosphere  is  causing  warming  that  affects  the  ocean  temperatures . They 
blame  the  El  Nino/El  Nina  cycles  on  that  warming  and  say  that  much  worse 
will  come  as  the  warming  progresses.  Causes  of  that  excess  atmospheric 
carbon  include  stripping  of  forest  land,  increasing  use  of  fossil-fuel 
powered  transportation  and  power-generating  facilities,  and  tilling  of  crop 
land  (this  one  was  new  to  me,  too,  but  the  scientists  say  that  throws  excess 
carbon  up  in  the  atmosphere,  too) . 

Some  scientists  believe  that  simply  altering  power  generation  to  cleaner 
sources  will  suffice  but  others  insist  those  changes  will  come  too  slowly  to 
save  the  earth  from  devastating  climate  changes.  Corrections  that  have  been 
suggested  have  been  a return  to  farming  without  tilling,  allowing  land  that 
had  been  prairie  to  return  to  its  natural  state  as  graze-land  for  typical 


prairie  animals  (like  buffalo) , restrictions  on  forest  clearing  and 
replanting  of  forests  where  possible,  and,  of  course,  less  reliance  on 
fossil  fuels. 

The  story  doesn't  say  the  First  Peoples  had  it  right  all  along.  We  are 
ALL  related. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Regular  readers  will  know  that  we're  interested  in  the  preservation  of 
tribal  languages.  So  today,  when  I was  visiting  a site  I really  enjoy  built 
by  the  faculty  and  students  at  Ryals  Elementary  School  in  Henryetta, 
Oklahoma,  I was  pleased  to  see  that  they  have  instituted  (with  Title  VII 
federal  support)  a bilingual  education  program  that  encourages  the  children 
to  speak  and  read  in  Creek  as  well  as  English.  (See 
http://www.ryal.kl2.ok.us/programs/Title7/title7.htm).  The  site  shows 
several  of  their  projects,  including  a nifty  coloring  book  in  English  and 
Creek  that  can  be  printed  out  from  the  online  pages. 

The  site  include  discussions  of  Creek  culture  and  even  recipes  for 
traditional  Creek  foods.  It's  terrific  to  see  our  young  ones  learning  their 
traditions  and  language  this  way  and  even  better  to  see  how  well  they  share 
it. 

Janet  Smith 

http : //www . owl star . com 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Effects  of  Global  Warming 
on  Native  Life 

- Invisible  Line 

Couldn't  Separate  Blackfeet 

- Youth  Restoration  Centre 
opens  in  Sheshatshiu 

- Book  Questions 
Ancestry  of  CT  Tribe 

- Flopi  Tribe  Receives 
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- Marsha's  Exclusion  Order 
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- Tohono  O'odham 

Aliens  in  Their  Own  Land 

- Youth  Encouraged  to 
Preserve  Bitterroot  Tradition 
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RE:  Effects  of  Global  Warming  on  Native  Life 


Date:  Fri,  19  May  2000  10:53:29  -0700 

From:  Bob  Lancaster  <bob_lancasterNOboSPAM@hotmail.com.invalid> 
Sub j : Effects  of  global  warming  on  native  life 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


I have  enclosed  an  article  on  the  effects  of  global  warming  on 
the  traditional  life  of  Alaskan  Natives.  (This  is  from  the 
Anchorage  Daily  News  online, 
http : //www. adn . com/stories/T00051916 . html 


which  I found  by  looking  through  the  Indianz.com  site: 


http://www.indianz.com  ) 

Indianz.com  had  another  article  recently  on  how  the  effects  of  El  Nino/L 
Nina  were  changing  the  weather  conditions  which  resulted  in  Hantavirus 
problems . 

Global  warming  *is*  a serious  issue.  The  fact  is,  people  who  live 
lifestyles  which  place  them  closer  to  nature  will  be  effected  by  this  more 
than  those  of  us  who  have  moved  to  the  cities,  and  are  doing  more 
technologically  oriented  jobs.  The  effects  are  already  being  seen,  in 
polar  ice,  warmer  and  drier  weather  in  the  south,  and  rainier  weather  in 
the  northwest.  The  sea  level  is  already  rising.  Venice,  Italy  is  sinking 
and  low  lying  areas  such  as  southern  Louisiana,  all  of  Florida,  Brooklyn, 
etc.  are  in  danger.  Not  to  mention  the  problems  facing  low-lying  island 
nations,  which  are  in  danger  of  disappearing. 

All  of  this  is  due  to  a rise  of  only  0.5  C (1  degree  F)  in  the  past 
century. 

It  is  impossible  at  the  present  time  to  predict  the  extent  of  global 
warming  in  the  future,  and  the  damage  it  will  do  to  our  environment.  As 
of  now,  the  temperature  of  the  earth  is  lower  than  it  was  in  the  age  of 
the  Vikings,  so  we  still  have  some  leeway  before  things  get  too  bad. 

There  are  quite  a few  variables  to  consider.  The  most  difficult  problem 
is  the  effects  of  water.  For  one  thing,  the  oceans  can  absorb  some  of  the 
additional  greenhouse  gases,  as  well  as  some  of  the  additional  heat. 
However,  this  can  have  effects  on  the  oceanic  currents.  Strange  as  it  may 
sound.  Western  Europe  may  actually  become  COLDER  if  global  warming  gets 
out  of  hand.  Some  scientists  fear  the  Gulf  Stream  may  be  altered. 

Another  difficult  variable  is  that  of  atmospheric  water  vapor.  As  the 
temperature  of  the  earth  rises,  more  water  evaporates  from  the  ocean, 
which  increases  the  concentration  of  atmospheric  water  vapor.  One  one 
hand,  water  is  a "greenhouse  gas".  Any  molecule  with  three  or  more  atoms 
absorbs  infrared  light  at  specific  frequencies.  The  more  atoms,  the  more 
frequencies.  (The  formulae  are  3N-5  and  3N-6  different  frequencies  for 
non-linear  and  linear  molecules,  where  N is  the  number  of  atoms  in  the 
molecule).  On  the  other  hand,  water  vapor  (in  the  form  of  clouds)  can 
block  out  sunlight.  There  is  also  the  law  of  diminishing  returns.  Since 
water  can  only  absorb  IR  light  at  certain  frequencies,  at  some  point  it 
there  is  less  light  at  those  frequencies. 

A side  result  of  pollution  is  blocking  of  sunlight.  Not  only  do  large 
particles  block  out  sunlight,  but  microscopic  pollutants  can  act  as  seeds 
for  water  clusters.  At  higher  temperatures,  larger  clusters  are  formed 
(due  to  entropy  considerations),  which  has  the  effect  of  blocking  out  more 
sunlight,  thereby  cooling  things  down.  However,  the  effects  of  aerosol 
and  particulate  pollution  are  temporary  (lasting  days  or  weeks)  while  the 
effects  of  "greenhouse  gases"  are  much  longer  lasting. 

This  may  be  a factor  in  why  the  rate  of  increase  of  temperature  is 
increasing.  It  could  be  that  the  factors  which  cause  warming  are 
overwhelming  the  factors  which  cause  cooling.  If  that  is  the  case,  then 
we  are  in  for  some  really  hot  times  ahead. 

In  any  case,  we  have  three  options  I can  think  of. 

(1)  Find  a way  to  solve  the  problem 

(2)  Change  our  lives  to  fit  in  with  a warmer  climate 

(3)  Move  to  Canada  or  Alaska 
-Bob  Lancaster 

article  follows 

Friday,  May  19,  2000 
Warming  frustrates  subsistence 

Climate  shift  also  affects  caribou,  seals,  panel  told 

By  DAVID  WHITNEY 

Daily  News  Washington  Bureau 

WASHINGTON  - Alaska  Natives  are  seeing  dramatic  climate  changes  that  are 
making  it  harder  for  them  to  maintain  their  subsistence  lifestyles,  a 
scientific  gathering  of  the  Arctic  Research  Consortium  of  the  United 
States  was  told  Thursday. 

Large  populations  of  seabirds  are  dying  off,  said  Caleb  Pungowiyi, 
special  Native  affairs  adviser  to  the  Marine  Mammal  Commission. 

He  said  the  changing  weather  conditions  - shifting  wind  patterns,  wetter 


summers,  drier  winters  - may  also  be  behind  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
Western  Arctic  caribou  herd,  which  is  now  migrating  throughout  the  Seward 
Peninsula  and  wreaking  havoc  with  Native  reindeer  herders. 

"The  growth  of  the  caribou  herd  is  good  for  hunters  but  bad  for  reindeer 
herders  who  have  lost  35  percent  of  their  herds,"  Pungowiyi  told  the 
gathering. 

The  caribou  herd  has  grown  from  about  75,000  in  1976  to  nearly  500,000, 
he  said.  It  is  so  large  it  absorbs  the  reindeer  it  encounters  on  its 
migration.  In  some  instances  Native  herders  have  lost  all  their  stock. 

Other  people  speaking  before  the  scientific  conference  here  confirmed 
Native  observations  that  thinning  sea  ice  is  probably  triggering 
population  declines  for  walruses,  seals  and  other  flippered  sea  mammals, 
or  pinnipeds. 

"As  goes  the  ice,  so  goes  the  pinniped  populations,"  said  Sue  Moore  of 
the  National  Marine  Mammal  Laboratory  in  Seattle. 

The  retreating  ice  fields  eliminate  haulout  areas  for  the  walruses  and 
seals.  Moore  said  the  ice  pack  in  recent  years  has  retreated  as  much  as 
120  miles  north  of  Alaska's  Arctic  shore.  That  distance  makes  it  hard  for 
the  walruses  to  reach  coastal  clam  beds  to  feed,  adding  nutritional 
stresses  that  could  bring  starvation,  particularly  to  the  pups. 

Seals,  which  typically  give  birth  on  land  ice,  also  are  being  hit  hard 
by  earlier  springs.  Mothers  abandon  pups  too  young  to  fend  for  themselves 
when  the  land  ice  melts. 

Pungowiyi  said  Natives  reported  seeing  large  numbers  of  stranded  and 
starving  seal  pups  after  an  unusually  warm  1996-97  winter  and  spring,  and 
dead  pups  were  reported  washing  up  on  the  beaches  throughout  the  Bering 
Straits  region. 

Scientists  are  coming  to  believe  that  all  of  these  changes  have  a common 
tie:  a steady  rise  in  temperatures  around  the  Arctic. 

Kevin  Hall,  a geographer  with  the  University  of  Northern  British 
Columbia,  predicted  that  migrating  herds  of  caribou  and  musk  oxen  are 
likely  to  accelerate  erosion  and  permafrost  melting  as  the  Arctic  warms. 

Using  examples  of  erosion  caused  by  penguins  in  Antarctica,  Hall  said 
the  caribou  herds  will  likely  trample  ever  widening  paths  through  the 
melting  permafrost.  That  will  cause  erosion,  solar  warming  and  the 
introduction  of  increasing  volumes  of  nutrients  and  sediment  into  rivers 
and  coastal  waters. 

Not  all  of  the  consequences  of  Arctic  warming  are  bad.  Moore,  of  the 
Seattle  marine  mammal  lab,  said  the  breeding  range  of  birds  and  animals  is 
spreading,  and  she  cited  several  bird  species  that  have  begun  nesting  in 
the  Barrow  area  in  the  past  two  decades. 

Whales  may  also  benefit  from  the  warming  weather.  With  less  sea  ice  to 
encumber  their  passage,  they  may  not  be  so  confined  to  coastal  areas, 
where  they  are  more  easily  hunted  by  Natives,  she  said. 

But  Pungowiyi  said  warming  weather  in  the  Arctic  makes  village  life  more 
difficult.  The  summers  are  wetter,  making  it  harder  to  dry  the  fish  and 
caribou  meat  for  winter.  In  some  areas,  the  meat  has  rotted  on  the  drying 
racks,  he  said.  The  quality  of  other  staples,  such  as  berries  and  roots, 
also  is  reduced  by  the  wetter  weather. 

Pungowiyi  said  there  is  little  in  the  Native  lore  to  suggest  that  rising 
temperatures  have  been  a problem  in  earlier  times.  Most  of  the  tales 
passed  down  generation  to  generation,  he  said,  focus  on  especially  harsh 
winters . 

He  showed  a satellite  photograph  of  the  Beaufort  Sea  taken  in  March.  He 
said  it  showed  that  the  ice  fields  had  retreated  to  where  they  would  be  in 
May  during  more  normal  weather  conditions. 

"When  we  look  at  this  warming  that's  happening  globally,  this  is  an 
event  that's  perhaps  beyond  the  control  of  man,"  Pungowiyi  said.  "It's 
going  to  be  more  difficult  for  all  of  us  in  the  future." 

Reporter  David  Whitney  can  be  reached  at  dwhitney@adn.com. 
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Invisible  line  couldn't  separate  Blackfeet  in  their  hearts 
by  Ron  Selden 
Today  Correspondent 

BROWNING,  Mont.  - After  decades  of  separation,  the  four  main  branches  of 
Blackfeet  people  are  reuniting  as  an  international  confederacy. 

"This  is  a dream  many  people  have  envisioned  for  a long  time,"  said  Bill 
Old  Chief,  chairman  of  Montana's  Blackfeet  Nation.  "It's  going  to 
symbolize  the  starting  point  of  our  healing  with  our  people." 

Banded  together  by  their  common  culture,  language,  and  customs  but  split 
by  the  U.S.  Canadian  border,  the  revived  Blackfoot  Confederacy  will 
address  a variety  of  issues  of  mutual  concern.  Old  Chief  said.  Combined, 
the  Blackfeet  Tribe  (Amsskapippiikunni)  and  Canada's  Blood  Tribe  (Kainai), 
Peigan  Nation  (Aapatohsipiikunni)  and  Siksika  Nation  have  nearly  35,000 
members,  which  will  give  the  coalition  unprecedented  political  clout. 

"That  number  speaks  loud,"  Old  Chief  observed.  "This  is  who  we  are,  and 
we're  not  going  away." 

Before  the  coming  of  the  white  man,  the  various  groups  of  Blackfeet 
occupied  a vast  territory  that  ranged  from  present-day  Central  Alberta  to 
the  Yellowstone  River  Valley  in  what  is  now  Montana,  Old  Chief  said.  The 
Blackfeet,  known  by  some  as  "Lords  of  the  Plains,"  traditionally  traveled 
hundreds  of  miles  east  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  their  quest  for  buffalo. 
To  the  west,  they  were  generally  bordered  by  the  Continental  Divide.  But 
an  influx  of  Europeans,  the  formation  of  the  U.S. -Canadian  border  in  the 
early  1800s,  and  the  advent  of  reservations  and  reserves  combined  to 
split  the  Blackfeet  into  separate  political  entities.  Boarding  schools  in 
both  countries  helped  seal  the  fractures. 

"It  was  pulling  our  people  apart,  intentionally,"  he  said  of  the  various 
events  that  decreased  the  power  of  native  peoples. 

On  May  4,  the  Blackfeet  Tribal  Business  Council  approved  a resolution 
that  again  joins  the  tribe  politically  with  its  relatives  to  the  north. 
Canadian  tribal  leaders  are  planning  to  formally  approve  the  declaration 
of  confederacy  at  a May  19  ceremony  on  the  international  border  north  of 
Browning. 

A commemorative  powwow  and  other  events  are  also  being  scheduled  in 
Alberta,  Old  Chief  said. 

After  the  last  signatures  are  added.  Old  Chief  said  the  historic 
document  will  be  presented  to  the  Montana-Wyoming  Tribal  Leaders  Council, 
the  Affiliated  Tribes  of  Northwest  Indians,  and  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  for  further  ratification. 

"That  just  makes  it  the  icing  on  the  cake,"  Old  Chief  said  of  the 
process.  One  of  the  first  issues  Old  Chief  expects  the  confederacy  to 
tackle  is  border  crossings.  Indian  leaders  say  customs  officials  on  both 
sides  of  the  border  often  detain  and  hassle  tribal  members  who  cross  over 
to  visit  family  members,  attend  cultural  activities,  or  conduct  business 
in  the  United  States  or  Canada.  Old  Chief  said  he  and  others  want  to  make 
routine  crossings  easier. 

Along  with  giving  the  tribal  entities  more  influence  with  their 
respective  provincial,  state,  and  federal  governments,  the  new  alliance 
will  also  help  reunite  families  and  could  lead  to  multi-nation  enrollment, 
he  said.  In  some  ways,  he  added,  Indian  people,  especially  those  who  have 
been  split  up  by  outside  political  forces,  are  a lot  like  lews. 

lewish  people,  he  noted,  "have  been  scattered  all  over  the  world,  but 
their  language  and  their  culture  held  them  together  wherever  they  went," 
even  while  existing  as  a minority. 

"It's  separated  us  physically,  but  it  couldn't  separate  our  hearts,"  Old 
Chief  said  of  the  invisible  line  between  the  Indian  nations  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 
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Charles  3.  Andrew  Youth  Restoration  Centre  opens  in  Sheshatshiu 

The  Charles  3.  Andrew  Youth  Restoration  Centre  was  officially  opened 
in  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador  today,  providing  Innu,  Inuit  and  First 
Nations  youth  with  unique  and  original  programming  in  the  field  of 
solvent  treatment. 

The  centre,  which  will  be  staffed  by  23  individuals  (youth  workers, 
counsellors,  a cultural  co-ordinator,  office  manager  and  project 
development  officer),  who  will  focus  on  a comprehensive  and  holistic 
treatment  program  designed  to  nurture  and  promote  cultural  values  and 
healing  practices. 

Flealth  Canada  has  committed  $1.2  million  annually  to  support  the 
centre,  through  the  National  Network  of  Solvent  Treatment  Centres 
Program.  The  newly-opened  12-bed  facility  at  Sheshatshiu  is  one  of  10 
such  treatment  centres  for  aboriginal  youth  established  across  Canada. 

Another  $100,000  was  provided  by  the  International  Grenfell 
Association.  This  money  will  be  used  to  help  offset  the  mortgage  of 
the  building. 

Attending  today's  opening  ceremonies  on  behalf  of  Premier  Brian  Tobin 
was  3ustice  Minister  and  Attorney  General  Kelvin  Parsons.  Fie  was 
joined  by  Paul  Cochrane,  assistant  deputy  minister  of  the  Medical 
Services  Branch  with  Flealth  Canada,  and  3onathan  Andrew,  son  of  the 
late  Charles  3.  Andrew,  for  whom  the  centre  is  named. 

"The  adherence  to  a holistic  treatment  model,  with  concepts  based  on 
the  values  and  beliefs  of  traditional  spiritual  and  cultural 
activities,  is  threaded  throughout  all  program  components  at  this 
facility,"  said  Parsons.  "Aboriginal  youth  from  all  over  Atlantic 
Canada  will  benefit  from  this  facility.  They  will  mature  into 
outstanding  citizens  and  contribute  immensely  to  their  communities, 
province,  country  and  world.  Believing  in  oneself  is  the  first  step 
on  the  road  to  success." 

Parsons  also  applauded  the  Sheshatshiu  Band  Council  for  their  efforts 
submitting  the  proposal  for  funding  to  develop  the  centre,  and  the 
Flealth  Labrador  Corporation  for  their  assistance  in  the  program 
planning. 

The  first  group  of  12  young  people,  are  expected  to  arrive  at  the 
centre  by  the  end  of  May  2000,  to  begin  a four-week  pilot  project. 
Background 

Charles  3.  Andrew  (1951-1996)  was  a role  model  from  Sheshatshiu, 
Labrador,  who  worked  diligently  on  behalf  of  children.  Fie  was  the 
first  director  of  the  community's  Alcohol  and  Drug  Abuse  Program.  In 
1983,  he  was  presented  with  the  Tom  Longboat  Lifestyle  Award  from 
Flealth  Canada.  Naming  the  entire  after  him  is  an  opportunity  to 
recognize  his  contribution  to  the  community. 
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Book  Questions  Ancestry  of  CT  Tribe 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  DIANE  SCARPONI 
5/12/2000 


MASHANTUCKET,  Conn.  (AP)  - A new  book  about  the  Mashantucket  Pequots,  one 
of  the  nation's  smallest  and  richest  Indian  tribes,  has  opened  centuries- 
old  wounds  in  the  wooded,  rolling  hills  of  eastern  Connecticut. 

In  "Without  Reservation:  The  Making  of  America's  Most  Powerful  Indian 
Tribe  and  Foxwoods,  the  World's  Largest  Casino,"  author  Deff  Benedict  says 
the  present-day  Pequot  tribe  members  are  not  blood  relatives  of  the 
historic  tribe  that  was  nearly  exterminated  in  a 17th-century  war. 

The  book  also  says  Connecticut  congressmen  and  state  lawmakers  were 
duped  into  allowing  the  tribe  to  open  Foxwoods,  one  world's  most 
profitable  gambling  palaces. 

The  Pequots  and  some  researchers  say  the  book  is  an  unfair  attack 
against  a legitimate  Indian  tribe  that  has  suffered  for  centuries  through 
war,  disease,  slavery  and  poverty. 

"We  are  a proud  people,  and  we  will  not  stand  by  and  cater  to  anyone  who 
may  be  racist  or  jealous  of  our  hard  work  and  success,"  Tribal  Council 
Chairman  Kenneth  Reels  said  in  a letter  this  week  to  tribal  members. 

Reels'  letter  said  the  tribal  council  is  discussing  how  to  respond  to 
the  book,  but  did  not  elaborate.  A spokesman  for  Reels  declined  further 
comment . 

Some  who  live  around  the  reservation,  upset  that  their  bucolic  corner  of 
Connecticut  has  been  transformed  by  towering  hotels  and  shiny  limousines, 
see  the  book  as  vindication  of  their  complaints. 

"If  the  tribe  is  not  a bonafide  tribe,  then  they  should  not  be 
operating  a casino,"  said  Ledyard  Mayor  Wesley  Johnson.  "We  don't  expect 
13,000  people  to  be  out  of  work  or  to  see  property  boarded  up  . . . but 
something  should  be  done." 

The  Pequots  have  never  disclosed  their  finances,  but  analysts  speculate 
Foxwoods  takes  in  about  $1  billion  a year.  The  tribe  says  the  casino  draws 
about  50,000  people  a day. 

The  Mashantucket  Pequots  were  decimated  by  a 1637  war  with  European 
colonists  and  neighboring  tribes.  The  tribe  dwindled  further  over  the 
centuries,  and  at  one  point  there  was  just  one  resident  on  the  Pequot 
reservation,  Elizabeth  George. 

The  book  tells  how  her  grandson.  Skip  Hayward,  worked  to  get  the  tribe 
federal  recognition  by  an  act  of  Congress  in  1983.  Recognition  brought  the 
sovereignty  the  tribe  needed  to  build  Foxwoods  in  Ledyard. 

Unlike  other  eastern  tribes,  the  Pequots  did  not  go  through  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  recognition  process,  which  includes  deep  probes  of 
genealogy  and  history. 

Benedict  notes  that  Hayward  and  his  family  identified  themselves  on 
marriage  licenses  and  birth  certificates  as  white  - until,  he  says,  they 
recognized  "the  legal  advantage  of  forming  a tribe." 

Benedict  isn't  alone  in  his  skepticism. 

Another  book  about  the  Pequots,  by  Kim  Eisler,  an  editor  at 
Washingtonian  magazine,  is  to  be  published  in  February.  "Revenge  of  the 
Pequots:  A Tiny  Tribe's  Billion-Dollar  Gamble"  expresses  wariness  about 
the  tribe,  but  finds  there  is  evidence  to  support  their  claims. 

Other  researchers  side  firmly  with  the  Pequots,  including  Laurence  M. 
Hauptman,  a history  professor  at  State  University  of  New  York  at  New  Paltz. 
Hauptman  has  written  a dozen  books  about  American  Indians  and  helped  edit 
a 1990  book  about  the  Pequots. 

"If  this  Benedict  fellow  were  in  my  class,  I wouldn't  pass  him  for  the 
type  of  research  he  did,"  Hauptman  said. 

The  book  ignores  important  facts,  including  a Civil  War  pension  record 
for  one  of  Hayward's  ancestors  that  identifies  him  as  a full-blooded 
Pequot,  Hauptman  said. 

Benedict  stands  by  his  book,  which  he  said  is  based  on  650  interviews 
and  thousands  of  documents  and  news  articles.  Tribal  leaders  refused  to 
talk  to  him,  but  he  said  he  talked  with  numerous  members  on  the  condition 
of  anonymity. 

He  said  if  the  modern-day  Pequots  really  are  descended  from  the  historic 
tribe,  all  they  have  to  do  if  show  their  proof. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  said  it  would  look  into  the  book's  claims, 
but  bureau  communications  director  Rex  Hackler  said  the  book  "looks  like  a 


repeat  of  the  same  old  story." 

"It  would  be  better  if  everyone  in  that  area  could  find  a way  to  get 
along  instead  playing  this  out  in  the  newspaper/'  he  said. 

- — "RE:  Hopi  Tribe  Receives  Payment  from  Land  Dispute"  

Date:  Thu,  18  May  2000  11:01:15  -0700 
From:  redorman@theofficenet . com 

Sub  j : Hopi  Tribe  receives  payment  from  land  dispute 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

http: //www. navajohopiobserver . com/n a vajohopiob server /my articles .asp 

Hopi  Tribe  receives  payment  from  land  dispute 

By  Stan  Bindell 

The  Navajo  Hopi  Observer 

KYKOTSMOVI  - Hopi  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  Dr.  recently  announced  that  the 
tribe  received  $29  million  from  the  Navajo  Tribe  from  the  century-old 
land  dispute  case  and  will  receive  $25  million  from  the  U.S.  government 
within  the  next  couple  weeks.  The  $25  million  is  the  second  of  two 
payments  from  the  U.S.  from  the  1996  Settlement  Act. 

"We  want  to  invest  the  money  wisely.  We  want  to  have  a future  that  is 
financially  stable",  the  Chairman  said. 

Chairman  Taylor  said  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  needs  to  take  a careful 
look  at  how  its  money  can  be  invested  in  order  to  get  the  most  return 
from  interest  on  the  account.  He  emphasized  that  a permanent  trust  fund 
needs  to  be  established.  He  wants  one  trust  fund  to  be  specially 
tailored  as  an  educational  endowment  so  the  money  will  be  there  for  Hopi 
students  for  college  scholarships  on  an  annual  basis. 

While  Chairman  Taylor  wants  to  invest  as  much  money  as  possible,  he 
acknowledged  that  there  are  immediate  village  and  other  Hopi  needs  that 
call  for  immediate  funding.  "We  need  something  for  now,  but  we  also  need 
something  for  later.  We  haven't  done  that  in  the  past.  We  need  to  look  at 
our  overall  needs",  he  said. 

For  a tribe  whose  annual  budget  does  not  normally  exceed  $20  million, 
the  $50  million  is  a boost  for  the  economy  on  the  Hopi  Reservation. 

"The  budget  is  looking  good,  but  we  shouldn't  rush  to  spend  it.  We  need 
to  carefully  study  what  we  need  to  do,"  he  said.  "We  need  to  invest  in  our 
economy  today,  but  we  also  need  to  save  for  the  long-term." 

Chairman  Taylor  said  he  looks  forward  to  working  with  the  tribal  council 
to  address  immediate  needs  and  to  see  how  the  money  will  be  invested, 
c.  2000  All  original  content  c.  copyright  Verde  Valley  Newspapers,  Inc. 

"RE : Marsha's  Exclusion  Order"  

Date:  Thu,  18  May  2000  14:56:07  -0700 
From:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
Sub j : Marsha's  Exclusion  Order 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  SDNMarsha@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

The  Hopi  Tribe  served  me  an  Exclusion  Order  a few  days  ago  ordering  me 
banished  forever.  My  desire  to  remain  here  and  file  an  Appeal  and  an 
injunction  against  implementation  of  the  Exclusion  comes  from  the  support 
I have  from  the  elders  living  here.  The  quotes  that  follow  were  given  to 
me  for  publication.  So  please  read  for  yourself  why  I should  be  allowed 
to  stay  on  Black  Mesa.  The  Hopi  Tribe's  plan  to  banish  non-Natives  must 
be  stopped. 

This  support  is  crucial  to  the  survival  and  well-being  of  the  Dineh 
resisters . 

The  Dineh  request  and  need  Observers  and  Supporters  out  here.  Please 
contact  us  at  our  new  e-mail  address  for  further  information. 


Thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky 
E-mail:  sdnmarsha@aol.com 

Anna  Begay  says,  "I  thank  Marsha  for  her  work  and  I believe  she  is  a 
blessing  because  she  was  born  and  is  on  this  planet  to  help  us.  People 
from  here  do  not  even  help  us.  Marsha  is  our  help  to  get  my  animals 
back  from  impoundment,  working  with  lawyers.  Ella  Begay  also  feels  the 
same  way  about  Marsha  that  I do.  Ella  and  I have  receipts,  a package 
of  all  the  papers  showing  how  Marsha  helps  us.  I wanted  to  speak  in  the 
Court  for  her.  How  she  works  with  the  people  out  here.  Marsha,  how  I 
know  her,  I support  her  100%." 

Rena  Babbitt  Lane  says,  "The  help  Marsha  gives  the  families,  my  whole 
family,  including  me,  I really  appreciate  her.  She  takes  testimony  of 
the  people  and  we  are  very  thankful  for  her.  She  helps  us  with 
impoundment,  confiscation's,  serving  us  as  legal  assistant  in  this  way. 

I love  her  and  she  is  my  daughter.  I have  known  her  for  many  years  and  I 
do  not  think  of  her  as  an  outsider.  I think  of  her,  that  she  is  from 
here. " 

Elvira  Horseherder  says,  "We  want  Marsha  to  stay  here  as  long  as  the 
struggle  is  going  on.  We  were  born  here,  live  here,  have  grandchildren 
born  today  and  tomorrow.  That  is  why  we  want  our  land,  water,  trees. 

All  the  education,  people  who  go  to  school  don't  help  us.  We  are  a 
traditional  people  here.  All  we  do  is  pray  and  sing.  We  have  our  songs 
here  on  earth  around  Big  Mountain.  So  we  say  we  need  Marsha's  help  so  we 
have  something  for  tomorrow. 

Non-Indians,  we  are  dependent  upon  them  and  we  thank  them.  Marsha  is  my 
daughter.  We  are  always  looking  to  her  for  help.  She  helps  us  with 
paperwork  and  sending  messages  on  Internet  for  us.  We  don't  want  to  let 
her  go  anyone.  She  is  here  a long  time  and  we  pray  with  her  and  support 
her  to  be  here.  We  ask  for  this  help." 

Caroline  Tohannie  says,  "I  know  everything  is  a lie,  broken  promises 
from  the  Navajo  tribe,  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  federal  government.  So 
what  is  it  that  they  have  against  us?  All  we  want  is  to  live  our 
cultural  ways  of  life,  that  means  with  our  animals.  We  are  oppressed  by 
these  policies  and  laws.  It  seems  like  the  government  here  just  wants 
to  starve  the  people  and  they  don't  want  us  around  here.  What  is  it? 

Don't  they  have  any  pity  for  us.  The  way  I see  it,  Marsha  helps  us  and 
that  is  why  they  have  something  against  her.  She  has  helped  us  more 
than  our  own  Navajo  Tribal  Council  people.  They  just  think  we  are 
nothing  and  nobody.  But  Marsha  thinks  we  are  people  and  have  rights  to 
life  with  our  animals.  She  goes  out  of  her  way  to  help  us  on  the  HPL 
and  from  their  side  I have  not  seen  any  help  from  them  yet.  I still  want 

her  help  and  I want  her  to  continue." 

Alice  Z.  Begay  says,  "I  know  Marsha  helps  other  people  in  a lot  of  ways, 
little  or  big  and  I got  the  same  kind  of  help  from  her.  I really 
appreciate  the  help  she  has  given  to  us  and  other  families.  That  is  why 

I like  her,  for  the  work  she  has  done.  And  I don't  consider  support 

people  coming  as  outsiders.  I feel  they  are  our  children." 

Ruth  Benally  says,  "Eugene  Kaye,  what  he  is  doing  is  putting  in  a lot  of 
anti-Navajo  press.  We  don't  even  know  him.  He  might  not  have  a mother  or 
father,  no  discipline  or  teachings  so  he  puts  down  other  people.  That  is 
the  reason  we  call  Marsha  to  help  us.  From  the  Hopi  tribal  point,  they 
may  tell  Marsha  to  leave.  From  our  stand  we  are  not  going  to  let  go  of 
her.  Since  Marsha  comes  we  got  awoken  and  we  can  eat  better  again  up 
until  today.  Support  groups  are  good  and  they  don't  create  problems  for 
us.  The  ones  that  create  problems  is  the  Hopi  government  and  the  US 
government.  Marsha  is  a good  person  and  we  need  her  to  continue  helping 
us.  We  do  not  support  Exclusion." 

John  Leo  says,  "I  really  appreciate  the  help  Marsha  gives  to  us  and  I 
want  her  around.  Other  than  what  she  does  for  us,  I think  we  don't 
amount  to  anything,  we  are  like  ashes  blowing  in  the  wind,  headed 
whatever  way  t he  wind  blows.  I think  of  Marsha  as  a windbreaker  in  the 
breeze.  This  is  the  truth  I speak  from  my  heart." 


Doe  Biakeddy  says,  "Exclusion  is  a problem  for  HPL  people.  We  are  not 
resisters,  we  are  the  original  land  owners.  Marsha  clears  the  path  for 
us  so  we  can  go  forward." 

Hosteen  Nez  Begay  says,  "I  want  Marsha  to  continue  to  help  us  and  we 
give  her  our  permission  to  do  so.  Our  water  well  is  dismantled.  The  BIA 
just  took  it  apart,  then  someone  came  to  get  the  shaft  to  use  somewhere 
else.  They  said  they  would  bring  it  back  but  they  never  did.  There  is 
not  enough  water  here  and  not  enough  permit  to  make  a living.  I used 
to  have  a lot  of  animals,  now  I miss  them  and  it  depresses  me  emotionally, 
mentally,  and  physically.  It  is  an  energy  drain." 

Leonard  Benally  says,  "Marsha  is  okay,  far  out.  Now  our  voice  can  be 
heard  in  the  technology  world.  Before  that  we  were  living  in  silence 
even  though  we  spoke  for  a long  time.  But  with  her  help  we  are  now 
fighting  for  what  is  rightfully  ours,  our  lives  and  our  right  to  breathe 
air  and  drink  water  like  everyone  else.  This  we  are  denied,  water  and 
our  food,  our  animals.  Marsha  helps  people  which  is  good,  very  good. 

We  don't  get  this  kind  of  help  from  our  own  Tribal  Council.  And  yes,  I 
is  a struggle  against  our  elderly  people. 

But  with  the  help  of  Marsha,  now  our  voice  is  being  heard,  not  only  here 
but  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Marsha  has  a right  to  stay  here  getting 
animals  out  of  the  impoundment  yard.  I don't  see  anyone  else  doing  it. 

HPL  grandmothers  are  always  happy  to  see  her.  When  we  do  outreach  we  she 
is  welcomed  by  the  grandmothers  who  thank  her  for  her  work.  When  I am 
with  her  we  always  get  fed  and  offered  places  to  sleep." 

Huck  Greyeyes  says,  "I  plant,  I don't  want  to  loose  my  fields,  my  house 
I built.  That's  why  I don't  want  to  leave.  I didn't  sign  the  75-year 
lease.  Our  lives  used  to  be  good  before  relocation.  Now  we  live  under 
permits . 

This  makes  our  life  hard  and  we  get  depressed.  Our  animals  are  our 
lives.  Whey  they  take  our  animals  they  take  part  of  our  lives.  We  elders 
feel  Marsha  helps  us  and  provides  support  people  who  we  look  at  like  our 
own  children.  We  elderly  people  feel  this  way.  We  don't  want  Marsha  or 
any  support  people  excluded  from  here." 

- — "RE:  Urgent  Yucca  Mountain  Vote"  

Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  11:49:24  -0500 
From:  honorearth@earthlink. net 
Sub j : Urgent  Yucca  Mountain  Vote 

The  US  Senate  will  vote  Tuesday,  May  2 at  3:15  PM  EST  in  an  effort  to 
override  President  Clinton's  recent  veto  of  the  Nuclear  Waste  Policy 
Amendments  Act. 

Please  call  your  Senators  today  and  urge  them  to  uphold  Clinton's  veto! 

The  Senate  vote  is  a last  ditch  effort  to  pass  pro-industry  legislation 
this  session  that  would  authorize  moving  nuclear  waste  across  the  country 
to  Yucca  Mountain,  Nevada,  a sacred  site  to  Shoshone  and  Paiute  peoples  on 
Western  Shoshone  land. 

The  legislation  would  not  only  turn  a sacred  site  into  a radioactive 
parking  lot,  but  endanger  all  Americans,  initiating  the  mass 
transportation  of  nuclear  waste  by  truck  and  train  across  43  states.  The 
inherent  danger  of  such  transportation  has  earned  this  legislation  the 
name  "mobile  Chernobyl."  This  year's  legislation  would  insure  the 
industry  could  start  moving  waste  to  Yucca  by  2007. 

Tuesday's  vote  is  the  key,  crucial  vote-the  most  important  vote  on  this 
legislation  yet.  The  margin  to  sustain  a veto  is  very  slim  and  will  be  won 
on  the  basis  of  one  to  two  votes. 

This  is  the  time  to  call  your  Senators.  Each  and  every  call  can  make  a 
difference. 

Please  call  your  Senator  today. 

Call  the  Capital  Switchboard  at  202-224-3121  to  be  connected  to  your 
Senators . 

Ask  them  to  uphold  Clinton's  veto  and  vote  against  Senate  Bill  1287. 

To  find  out  who  your  Senator  is,  call  the  Nuclear  Information  Resource 
Service  (NIRS)  at  202-328-0002. 


For  more  information,  visit: 
http://www.honorearth.com 
http://www.nirs . org 

- "RE:  Indians  Gleaned  News  from  First  Kansas  Newspaper"  

Date:  Mon,  15  May  2000  11:51:03  -0500 
From:  "John  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  05-11-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Indians  gleaned  news  from  first  Kansas  newspaper 

By  ANDY  NELSON 

c.  The  Kansas  City  Star 

04/04/00 

Long  before  The  Kansas  City  Star,  there  was  The  Shawnee  Sun,  the  first 
newspaper  in  Kansas  and  the  first  U.S.  periodical  written  in  a transcribed 
Indian  language. 

Shawnee  Indians  from  all  four  missions  in  what  is  now  the  Kansas  City 
area  --  including  a Baptist  mission  in  Shawnee  and  a Methodist  mission  on 
the  site  of  the  Shawnee  Indian  Mission  State  Historic  Site,  in  Fairway  -- 
read  The  Shawnee  Sun  ("Siwonowe  Kesibwi"  in  Shawnee.) 

Its  creator  was  Jotham  Meeker,  an  ex-printer  from  Cincinnati  who 
switched  to  religion  and  came  to  the  Baptist  mission  in  Shawnee  in  1833, 
when  he  was  29.  Meeker  brought  with  him  his  printing  press,  the  first  in 
Kansas,  and  a command  of  several  Indian  languages,  gained  from  his 
missionary  work  with  Indians  in  Ohio  and  Michigan. 

While  working  in  those  states.  Meeker  set  out  to  do  what  no  one  before  him 
had:  transcribe  spoken  Indian  languages  into  a written  form  using  the 
Roman  alphabet.  His  success  earned  Meeker  a spot  in  history;  his  works  can 
now  be  found  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  the  New  York  Public  Library  and 
the  Huntington  Library  in  San  Marino,  Calif. 

By  the  time  Meeker  arrived  in  Kansas,  his  orthography  was  user-friendly, 
and  he  wasted  no  time  setting  up  his  printing  press.  Linder  the  banner  of 
The  Baptist  Mission  Press,  Meeker  published,  in  March  1834,  the  first  book 
in  Kansas,  a 24-page  primer  to  teach  Shawnee  Indians  the  transcribed 
version  of  their  language.  Three  months  later,  representatives  from  the 
four  missions  met  and  decided  to  adopt  Meeker's  orthography  as  a standard 
system. 

Also  in  1834,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Johnson,  founder  of  the  Methodist  mission 
and  namesake  of  Johnson  County,  asked  Meeker  to  publish  books  to  be  used 
at  the  Shawnee  Indian  Manual  Labor  School  that  Johnson  ran  at  his  mission. 
Johnson's  first  order  was  for  200  of  the  language  primers.  Many  of  the 
other  books  Meeker  published  for  the  Methodist  mission  were  religious, 
including  Shawnee  translations  of  hymnals  and  the  Gospels. 

In  February  1835,  Meeker  published  the  first  edition  of  The  Shawnee  Sun 
(no  relation  to  the  current  Sun  newspapers).  Johnston  Lykins,  a fellow 
missionary  at  the  Baptist  missionary,  was  the  editor,  a position  he  held 
throughout  the  paper's  life. 

The  Shawnee  Sun's  circulation  averaged  between  100  and  200.  Its  contents 
were  probably  geared  more  towards  Christian  proseletization  than  coverage 
of  local  news,  said  Joel  Rhodes,  a curator  at  Johnson  County  Museum  of 
History. 

The  Sun  started  as  a monthly,  but  after  the  June  1835  issue  did  not  come 
out  again  until  October  1835.  Publication  remained  sporadic  until  its 
final  issue  in  1844.  In  the  summer  of  1837,  Meeker  moved  from  Shawnee  to  a 
mission  for  the  Ottawa  Indians,  near  what  is  now  Ottawa,  Kan.  John  Pratt, 
a missionary  sent  from  Massachusetts,  took  over  publication  of  The  Shawnee 
Sun  and  the  books  published  by  the  Baptist  Mission  Press.  According  to  one 
account,  51  different  books  were  published  by  the  press,  including  24  in 
Indian  languages. 


The  only  confirmed  existing  copy  of  The  Shawnee  Sun,  from  November  1841, 
is  held  in  the  Snyder  collection  at  the  University  of  Missouri-Kansas  City 
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Navajo  ruling  is  appealed 

NAVAJO  - A development  corporation  has  appealed  a Navajo  tribal  judge's 
ruling  that  residents  need  not  leave  a trailer  park  where  a new  housing 
complex  is  planned. 

Navajo  District  Judge  T.J.  Flolgate  ruled  April  27  that  the  Navajo 
Townsite  Community  Development  Corp.,  or  CDC,  lacked  authority  to  charge 
rent  or  to  evict  residents  of  Navajo,  a trailer-park  community  on  the 
Arizona  state  line  about  20  miles  northwest  of  Gallup,  N.M. 

The  community  was  originally  organized  in  1968  as  housing  for  Navajo 
Forest  Products  Industries  workers.  But  the  sawmill  closed  in  the 
mid-1990s . 

"The  landlord  agreement  was  terminated  in  1995  when  Navajo  Forest 
Products  Industry  was  closed  and  terminated  the  employees,"  said  Richie 
Nez  Sr.,  attorney  for  the  trailer  park  residents. 

- — "RE:  Tohono  O'odham  Aliens  in  Their  Own  Land"  

Date:  Wed,  17  May  2000  12:40:09  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Tribe  hopes  Congress  will  grant  its  1,300  enrolled 
members  who  live  in  Mexico  U. 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Tohono  O'odham  Aliens  in  their  own  land 

Tribe  hopes  Congress  will  grant  its  1,300  enrolled  members  who  live  in 
Mexico  U.S.  citizenship,  righting  an  oversight  in  1853 
By  Stephanie  Innes 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Luis  Juan,  mostly  blind,  has  papers  that  let  him  go  to  Sells  for  treatment 
NEAR  SAN  MIGUEL  - Four  times  each  week  Lavern  Jos',  a soft-spoken  Tohono 
O'odham  woman,  ferries  tribal  members  over  a remote  cattle  guard  that's 
also  traveled  by  drug  smugglers  and  illegal  border-crossers . 

For  Jos'  there  is  no  moral  dilemma  over  breaking  the  law  to  bring  people 
from  Mexico  - most  of  them  elderly  or  needing  medical  care  - to  their 
tribal  hospital  in  Sells. 

"It  makes  no  sense  not  to  take  them,"  she  said. 

That's  why  the  Tohono  O'odham  people  will  soon  ask  the  U.S.  government 
to  help  heal  an  old  division,  said  Margo  Cowan,  general  counsel  for  the 
tribe . 

The  barbed-wire-and-wood  fence  at  San  Miguel,  broken  only  by  the  cattle 
guard,  splits  the  traditional  homelands  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico. 

About  1,300  of  the  tribe's  24,000  enrolled  members  live  on  the  Mexican 
side.  The  tribal  government  hopes  Congress  will  grant  all  of  them  U.S. 
citizenship  - something  that  the  Texas  Kickapoo  tribe  achieved  for  a 
limited  number  of  its  Mexican  members  in  the  1980s. 

Tohono  O'odham  officials  will  also  ask  Congress  for  a passport  waiver, 
to  allow  a tribal  enrollment  card  to  be  proof  of  citizenship. 

Jos',  42,  is  a U.S.  citizen  who  lives  in  a border  village.  But  many  of 


the  people  she  drives  to  the  tribal  capital  of  Sells,  25  miles  north  of 
the  border,  live  in  Mexico.  They  don't  have  travel  visas,  passports  or 
even  birth  certificates,  further  placing  them  at  risk  of  deportation  or 
arrest . 

"Our  Mexican  members  are  considered  aliens,  and  yet  they  are  members  of 
the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation,"  said  Tribal  Vice  Chairman  Henry  Ramon.  "They 
get  Indian  Health  Services  benefits  - they  have  that  right,  but  they  can't 
come  across  the  border  for  a lack  of  documents." 

Tribal  leaders  trace  the  problem  to  a historical  oversight  dating  back 
147  years  to  the  Gadsden  Purchase,  when  the  U.S.  bought  30,000  square 
miles  of  land  from  Mexico,  including  Tucson  and  most  of  Southern  Arizona. 
That  purchase  did  not  account  for  the  needs  of  indigenous  residents,  Cowan 
said . 

"The  O'odham  welcomed  the  Europeans  and  indeed  it's  ironic  they  are  not 
free  in  their  own  lands  anymore,"  said  Cowan. 

The  U.S.  did  not  address  the  citizenship  issue  when  it  officially 
recognized  the  Tohono  O'odham  as  a tribe  in  the  1930s,  she  added. 

While  indigenous  Canadians  are  free  to  roam  across  the  U.S. /Canada 
international  boundary,  the  treaties  that  protect  those  tribes  don't  apply 
to  Mexico. 

"What's  happening  to  the  O'odham  people  couldn't  have  been  intended 
because  it's  just  beyond  the  pale,"  Cowan  said.  "But  we're  confident  that 
once  our  elders  and  elected  officials  understand,  then  people  will  take 
steps  to  remedy  it." 

As  a stopgap  measure  while  the  tribe  pushes  for  the  larger  fix,  it  is 
working  with  the  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service,  Mexican 
authorities  and  the  U.S.  Consulate  in  Nogales  to  obtain  U.S.  travel  visas 
for  its  members  who  live  south  of  the  border. 

Last  year,  104  members  were  issued  renewable  B1/B2  travel  visas  - known 
as  "laser  visas"  - in  a $10,000  pilot  program.  The  tribe  hopes  to  convince 
its  11  districts  to  approve  an  additional  $100,000  appropriation  to  get 
visas  for  the  remaining  undocumented  Mexican  members.  Those  members 
include  64-year-old  Alicia  Bustamante,  who  has  had  heart  bypass  surgery 
and  often  needs  medical  attention  in  Sells.  Bustamante,  whose  small  stucco 
home  sits  in  Mexico  and  faces  the  Tohono  O'odham' s sacred  Baboquivari  Peak 
in  Arizona,  does  not  consider  herself  Mexican,  she  said  recently.  She 
speaks  only  English  and  O'odham. 

One  of  the  members  who  received  a priority  visa  last  year  was  100-year- 
old  Luis  Duan,  who  lives  on  the  Mexican  side  in  the  village  of  Cumalito. 
Duan  was  in  a car  with  3os'  a little  more  than  a year  ago  when  two 
officers  from  an  unknown  agency  pulled  guns  on  them  until  they  produced 
proof  of  tribal  membership,  they  said. 

3uan  recalled  that  before  getting  his  visa,  he  was  turned  back  from  the 
border  while  driving  with  his  nephew.  He  said  it  was  because  of  their 
Spanish  names. 

3os'  said  she  is  frequently  questioned  and  sometimes  hassled  by  both 
Mexican  and  U.S.  authorities  during  her  trips.  The  questioning  intensified 
over  the  past  couple  of  years,  3os'  said,  as  more  U.S.  Border  Patrol 
agents  were  sent  to  monitor  the  75  miles  of  the  reservation ' s border  with 
Mexico. 

"The  border  is  a reality,"  responded  Sean  Murphy,  a U.S.  consul  in 
Nogales,  Sonora,  "and  a number  of  officials  on  both  sides  have  worked  on 
this  in  a spirit  of  goodwill  to  attempt  to  find  a reasonable  solution  to 
this  problem  within  the  confines  of  the  law." 

Murphy  said  the  process  of  getting  a U.S.  laser  visa  under  American  law 
requires  obtaining  a Mexican  passport,  which  is  why  Mexican  authorities 
were  also  involved. 

The  Tohono  O'odham  visa  program  has  been  successful  enough  that  it  is 
now  being  used  as  a model  for  San  Diego's  Kumeyaay  tribe,  which  also  has 
members  living  in  Mexico,  Murphy  said. 

But  beyond  the  Tohono  O'odham  who  live  in  Mexico  are  thousands  more 
tribal  members  affected  by  the  international  border  problem,  said  Ramon, 
the  tribal  vice  chairman.  Ramon  said  many  reservation  residents  living  in 
the  U.S.  do  not  have  any  documentation  of  their  birthplace.  Some  were 
born  in  Mexico  and  some  in  the  U.S. 


Ramon  said  pant  of  the  problem  is  the  United  State's  heightened  attempt 
to  secure  its  southern  border  against  illegal  immigration.  "It's  a 
secondary  effect  of  the  hysteria  that's  on  the  border  right  now/'  he  said. 

Every  week  the  U.S.  Border  Patrol  arrests  several  hundred  undocumented 
aliens  who  try  to  cross  from  Mexico  into  the  U.S.  at  or  near  the  San 
Miguel  gate,  about  65  miles  southwest  of  Tucson,  said  Clyde  Benzenhoefer, 
patrol  agent  in  charge  of  the  U.S.  Border  Patrol's  Tucson  Station.  Illegal 
activity  has  increased  along  the  reservation's  border  with  Mexico, 
Benzenhoefer  said.  Two  years  ago.  Border  Patrol  agents  were  arresting  only 
about  100  per  month  in  the  same  area. 

Benzenhoefer  said  agents  must  weigh  cultural  sensitivity  against  trying 
to  enforce  laws  in  an  area  that  is  also  notorious  for  drug  smugglers.  Last 
month,  for  example,  Tohono  O'odham  authorities  seized  4,500  pounds  of 
marijuana  that  smugglers  had  attempted  to  bring  in  from  Mexico. 

"Quite  frequently  there's  a perception  they  are  being  harassed  and  a lot 
of  times  it's  an  educational  process.  We'll  explain  why  they  were  followed 
by  Border  Patrol.  Some  of  our  sensors  will  see  a vehicle  come  out  of  an 
area  close  to  the  border  and  if  it  turns  out  to  be  a member  of  the 
(O'odham)  Nation,  generally  our  officer  will  be  satisfied  and  turn  around, 
" he  said. 

Alicia  Chuhuhua,  a 61-year-old  tribal  member  from  the  Mexican  community 
of  Pozo  Prieto,  said  the  presence  of  the  Border  Patrol  and  the  knowledge 
by  some  tribal  members  that  they  don't  have  the  proper  documents  are 
enough  to  keep  them  from  visiting  their  cross-border  families,  or  from 
making  trips  such  as  the  annual  pilgrimage  to  Magdalena  de  Kino,  Sonora,  a 
tradition  of  Sonoran  Desert  Catholicism. 

Tribal  officials  cite  one  recent  case  where  tribal  member  and  ranch  hand 
Faustino  Zepeda,  34,  was  deported  from  the  U.S.  and  banned  from  re-entry 
for  five  years  during  a routine  crossing  back  to  his  home  on  the  U.S. 
side  of  the  border  because  he  is  not  a documented  citizen.  By  birth 
Zepeda  - raised  on  both  sides  of  the  border  - should  be  allowed  U.S. 
citizenship  because  his  grandmother  was  born  in  Ajo,  but  she  has  no  birth 
certificate,  Ramon  said. 

Rita  Bustamante,  84,  has  lived  in  the  Mexican  O'odham  village  of  Pozo 
Verde  all  her  life.  She  and  her  family  used  to  cross  the  border  with  no 
worries.  Bustamante  now  has  one  of  the  priority  visas  so  that  she  can  go 
to  Sells  for  diabetes  treatments,  though  her  husband  lesus  never  joins 
her  because  he  has  no  documentation. 

The  international  border  cuts  through  several  small  tribal  villages, 
including  dividing  an  animal  corral  at  a cluster  of  ranchitos  called 
Serapo's  Ranch. 

Lavern  los's  father,  76-year-old  Henry  3os',  said  U.S.  Border  Patrol 
agents  constantly  monitor  his  ranch,  which  is  within  feet  of  the 
international  border.  Like  many  Tohono  O'odham,  3os'  - a Navy  veteran  who 
fought  for  the  U.S.  in  World  War  II  - was  born  at  home  and  never  got  a 
birth  certificate. 

Benzenhoefer,  of  the  U.S.  Border  Patrol,  acknowledged  that  his  agency 
learned  about  dealing  with  the  Tohono  O'odham  through  "trial  and  error." 
But  he  is  confident  that  agents  have  become  sensitive  to  the  nation's 
unique  situation. 

"From  a purely  legal  standpoint,  under  U.S.  law,  the  Mexican  O'odham  are 
Mexican  nationals  and  not  U.S.  citizens.  The  nations  were  divided  by  the 
Gadsden  Purchase.  We  are  also  aware,  however,  that  historically  the 
(O'odham)  Nation  doesn't  recognize  the  border,  and  for  the  most  part  we 
work  very  well  with  the  Nation,"  he  said. 

But  for  the  Tohono  O'odham,  concessions  and  compromises  are  not  enough. 
"Our  people  were  never  consulted  by  either  the  buyer  or  the  seller  when 
that  (Gadsden)  purchase  happened,  and  it's  not  our  fault,"  Chuhuhua  said. 

"Maybe  it's  just  been  too  hard  for  them  to  understand  who  we  are." 
Reporter  Stephanie  Innes  can  be  reached  at  573-4134  or  by  e-mail: 
sinnes@azstarnet . com 
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Young  people  encouraged  to  preserve  bitterroot  tradition 

Story  and  photos  by  Tina 

Billedeaux 

ST.  IGNATIUS  --  The  first  bitterroot  harvest  of  the  new  spring  took  place 
on  the  property  of  Sid  Cross  in  Camas  Prairie  last  Friday,  April  28.  More 
than  100  people  participated  in  digging  the  first  food  plant  of  the  year 
for  the  Salish  and  Pend  d'Orielle  people.  The  roots  were  cleaned  then 
brought  to  the  Longhouse  here  for  a feast. 

The  harvesting  began  with  prayers  for  a good  year  and  all  the  food. 
Appreciation  to  Cross  for  allowing  the  people  to  dig  on  his  land  was 
expressed.  Tony  Incashola,  Salish  and  Pend  d'Orielle  Culture  Committee 
chairman,  said  the  Tribes  have  purchased  240  acres  south  of  the  current 
site  so  that  someday  the  people  can  dig  bitterroot  there. 

The  people  were  asked  to  dig  in  a hurry  because  it  was  windy  and  rainy. 
They  were  also  advised  to  not  dig  the  littler  plants. 

The  tradition  is  to  pick  a young  girl  from  the  group  and  have  her  dig 
the  first  root  of  the  year,  which  she  passes  along  to  a leading  elder  to 
be  cleaned.  This  is  done  in  hopes  that  the  young  person  will  continue  with 
the  tradition  and  respect  the  bitterroot,  Incashola  explained.  This  year, 
12-year-old  Lynsey  Inmee  was  chosen  to  dig  the  first  plant.  She  gave  the 
plant  to  her  great-grandmother,  Agnes  Paul,  to  be  cleaned. 

The  bitterroot  is  important  to  the  Salish  and  Pend  d'Orielle  because  it 
comes  from  their  creation  stories  and  is  one  of  the  foods  that  was  given 
to  the  people  by  the  Creator.  The  plant  is  ready  to  be  dug  for  only  a 
short  period  of  time  each  spring  while  it  is  easiest  to  dig  and  peel. 

"The  elders  used  to  talk  to  the  bitterroot  like  it  was  another  human 
being  and  ask  for  its  blessing,"  said  Dohnny  Arlee.  "A  guardian  or 
caretaker  of  the  bitterroot  would  pass  the  word  that  it  is  ready  for  the 
feast.  If  anybody  dug  before  the  feast  it  was  like  stealing  from  the 
garden  and  it  might  freeze  over  and  then  nobody  would  get  any." 

Incashola  expressed  how  he  was  proud  of  the  young  people  that  came  out 
and  hoped  they  learned  a little  bit  and  to  respect  the  values  of  our 
ancestors  and  way  of  life.  Fie  said  this  has  been  going  on  a thousand  years. 

"We  need  the  bitterroot  to  survive  culturally,  spiritually,  and  to  exist 
as  Indian  people.  Today  is  a time  to  think  back  and  think  about  the 
meaning  of  what  we  are  doing.  Survival  of  our  ancestors  depended  on  these 
plants  and  animals  and  survival  of  our  values  continue  with  these  plants 
and  animals,"  said  Incashola.  Fie  also  said  that  he  hopes  the  young  people 
will  continue  to  learn  more. 

Students  from  Salish  Kootenai  College,  Two  Eagle  River  School,  and  Ronan 
Middle  School  came  out  to  help  dig  the  bitterroot. 
c.  Copyright  1999,  Char-Koosta  News 
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Seattle  Times  South  bureau 

PUYALLUP  - Less  than  a century  ago,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  tried 
to  stomp  Native-American  culture  into  the  ground. 

Today,  the  bureau  is  trying  to  build  it  back  up,  and  nowhere  in 
Washington  is  that  more  evident  than  at  the  Chief  Leschi  School  on  the 
Puyallup  Reservation. 

The  bureau  has  spent  an  unprecedented  $32  million  on  a modern  school 
on  a 69-acre  campus.  Now  in  its  first  year  in  the  facility.  Chief  Leschi 


School  is  the  largest,  most  expensive  school  built  in  the  BIA's  172-year 
history. 

The  1, 100-student  school  is  devoted,  in  part,  to  fostering  pride  in 
Native-American  heritage.  Puyallup  tribal  members  say  the  177,000-square- 
foot  school  has  added  a sense  of  dignity  and  self-worth  to  the  community. 

It  is  a far  cry,  many  say,  from  the  days  when  Native-American  students 
were  slapped  on  their  knuckles  with  rulers  for  speaking  their  language  in 
bureau-run  classrooms  of  the  1920s. 

At  the  school's  entrance,  a totem  pole,  adorned  in  red,  black  and 
white  paint,  reaches  40  feet  into  the  sky.  On  it,  a Native-American 
artist  depicted  the  mythical  history  of  how  killer  whales  and  golden 
eagles  created  the  Puget  Sound  area's  valleys  and  rivers. 

Tribal  members  worked  closely  with  a Bellevue  architectural  firm  to 
incorporate  elements  from  modern  and  ancient  worlds. 

The  school's  red-brick  walls  have  geometric  patterns  similar  to 
basket-weaving  designs.  Skylights  resemble  holes  cut  out  of  traditional 
longhouses  to  allow  smoke  out. 

A circular  courtyard,  representing  the  unending  circle  of  life, 
separates  the  elementary  school  from  the  junior-  and  senior-high  schools. 
The  circle  is  considered  sacred  space  and  students  are  not  allowed  to 
walk  on  it.  Only  plants  native  to  the  area  are  planted  there. 

Every  morning,  students  - grouped  by  grade  levels  - gather  for  a 
traditional  circle  ceremony.  A teacher  stands  in  the  middle  and  bangs  a 
hand  drum,  while  students  sing  ancient  songs  about  deer,  salmon  and  the 
Great  Spirit. 

"Education  was  the  tool  used  to  assimilate  Indians,  to  'civilize  the 
savage  beast'  as  they'd  say,"  said  lay  Simchen,  School  Board  president 
and  Puyallup  tribal  member.  "But  now  we're  using  education  to  maintain 
our  culture  and  traditions.  It's  ironic  they  are  funding  it." 

The  school,  with  students  enrolled  in  preschool  through  the  12th 
grade,  provides  the  regular  assortment  of  basic-education  instruction, 
along  with  vocational  classes. 

But  Chief  Leschi  also  has  mandatory  classes  in  Native-American 
culture.  Students  learn  to  play  drums,  speak  the  Salish  language,  sing 
Native-American  songs  and  do  traditional  dances.  History  is  taught  from 
a different  perspective. 

"When  I was  in  high  school,  it  seems  like  we  were  always  battling 
history  that  viewed  Native  Americans  as  the  killers  of  settlers.  At  this 
school,  we  try  to  break  through  the  stereotypes,"  said  Binah  Paz,  a 
tribal  member  and  director  of  culture  at  the  school. 

The  tuition-free  program  is  open  to  students  who  are  at  least  one- 
quarter  Indian.  Some  non-Indians  also  are  enrolled. 

The  state-accredited  private  school  was  started  by  the  Puyallups  in 
1975  in  a building  on  loan  from  the  Tacoma  Public  Schools. 

Students  from  more  than  50  tribes  now  attend,  including  most  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest  coastal  tribes,  as  well  as  Lakota,  Eskimo,  Crow, 
Chippewa,  among  others.  They  come  from  Pierce,  King  and  Thurston 
counties . 

School  Superintendent  Linda  Rudolph  said  the  school's  37  buses,  which 
have  U.S.  government  license  plates,  cover  nearly  7,200  miles  a day. 

School  officials  hope  to  one  day  fill  out  the  sprawling  campus  with  a 
football  field,  baseball  diamond,  tennis  courts,  day-care  center  and  even 
a small  natural  habitat  for  wild  birds. 

In  10  years,  the  campus  will  look  very  different,  Rudolph  said.  Plans 
have  been  finalized  for  an  Olympic-sized  swimming  pool  behind  the  school. 

One  of  Chief  Leschi 's  strengths  is  its  vocational  classes,  Rudolph 
said.  Students  have  access  to  the  latest  equipment  in  automotive  care, 
welding,  wood  shop  and  business-computer  classes.  All  are  aimed  at  giving 
students  skills  needed  for  jobs  after  graduation. 

"The  goal  of  this  school  has  always  been  to  give  Native-American  kids 
an  opportunity  to  get  an  education  and  be  successful  in  life,"  said 
Rudolph,  who  is  not  Native  American. 

Though  there's  an  emphasis  on  Puyallup  traditions,  faculty  and 
students  learn  about  other  tribes. 

"I'm  proud  of  my  tribe  and  I like  to  explain  to  classmates  about  our 


traditions/'  said  Myron  Begay,  17,  who  is  Navajo.  He  said  he  enjoys  being 
with  Native  Americans  and  sharing  experiences  that  only  they  can  truly 
understand . 

"We're  like  a family  here." 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  financially  supports  eight  tribal  schools 
in  Washington,  and  about  188  throughout  the  country.  Money  comes  directly 
from  Congress.  It  will  cost  about  $10  million  a year  to  run  Chief  Leschi. 

Other  tribes  with  bureau-supported  tribal  schools  include  the 
Muckleshoots  in  Auburn;  the  Quileute  in  La  Push,  Clallam  County;  the 
Colville  in  Nespelem,  Okanogan  County;  and  the  Lummi  in  Bellingham. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  was  created  in  1824  as  a division  of  the 
War  Department  during  the  height  of  the  Indian  wars.  For  nearly  a 
century,  its  goal  was  to  assimilate  Native  Americans. 

In  government-run  schools,  Native-American  students  weren't  allowed  to 
speak  their  language,  wear  Native  clothes  or  participate  in  other  forms 
of  their  traditional  culture. 

Chief  Leschi  is  named  for  a Nisqually  chief  who  resisted  a treaty 
signed  by  the  Puyallups  and  other  tribes  that  ceded  most  of  their  land 
to  the  federal  government  in  1854.  After  leading  a losing  battle  in  1856, 
the  chief  was  hanged. 
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Copters  can  run  bison 

HELENA  - A federal  judge  rejected  a request  yesterday  to  restrict  the  use 
of  helicopters  by  state  and  federal  agencies  to  harass  bison  back  into 
Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Those  asking  for  the  court  order  failed  to  comply  with  a requirement  to 
provide  60  days'  notice  of  their  intent  to  go  to  court  over  allegations 
that  the  aircraft  violate  the  Endangered  Species  Act,  said  U.S.  District 
Dudge  Charles  C.  Lovell  of  Helena. 

He  said  he  would  not  overlook  that  technical  error  to  deal  with  the 
claimed  "emergency,"  because  the  state  has  denied  accusations  that  its 
helicopter  was  flying  in  areas  off  limits  to  such  flights  because  of 
nesting  bald  eagles. 
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Cannibalism  in  Anasazi  past? 

Anthropologist's  theory  gets  airing  on  PBS'  series  'Secrets 
of  the  Dead ' 

By  Kathleen  Ingley 
The  Arizona  Republic 
May.  16,  2000 

Arizona  anthropologist  Christy  Turner  could  be  called  a bone  detective. 


and  he's  found  evidence  of  a chilling  secret:  The  prehistoric  Anasazi, 
famous  for  their  elaborate  stone  buildings,  practiced  cannibalism. 

"We've  got  physical  stuff  that  is  impossible  to  interpret  in  any  other 
way,"  Turner  said. 

His  controversial  theory  is  in  the  national  spotlight  now  as  one  of  the 
scientific  mysteries  explored  in  a four-part  PBS  series.  Secrets  of  the 
Dead.  "Cannibalism  in  the  Canyon"  airs  Wednesday  night. 

The  Anasazi  culture  has  tantalized  scientists  for  years.  The  name  comes 
from  a Navajo  word  meaning  "ancient  people  who  are  not  us."  From  700  to 
1300  A.D.,  they  built  vast  pueblos  in  the  Four  Corners  area  of  the 
Southwest  and  then  mysteriously  disappeared,  perhaps  as  the  result  of  a 
drought . 

Turner  and  his  late  wife,  Jacqueline  A.  Turner,  spotted  signs  of  what 
appeared  to  be  cannibalism  40  years  ago,  when  they  saw  strange  marks  on 
skeletal  remains  excavated  in  Utah. 

In  following  years,  they  checked  thousands  of  bones  from  archaeological 
sites  and  found  what  they  considered  unmistakable  signs  that  humans  were 
killed,  cooked  and  eaten. 

Turner  says  there  are  six  key  clues:  breakage,  charring,  cut  marks, 
"anvil"  abrasions,  missing  vertebrae  and  "pot  polish." 

The  most  telling  burn  marks  are  on  one  side  of  a skull,  showing  it  was 
roasted  to  cook  the  brain.  Turner  says.  Certain  types  of  cuts  in  the  bone 
occur  from  cutting  through  tough  tissue,  while  anvil  abrasions  show  that  a 
bone  was  placed  against  a hard  surface  and  then  hit. 

Longer  bones  would  be  broken  to  get  at  the  marrow  and  to  cook  with  the 
vertebrae.  Bone-ends  would  be  polished  as  they  boiled  in  a pot. 

To  verify  the  signs  of  butchering  and  cooking.  Turner  said,  "we  tried  it 
on  pig  bones  to  see  how  they  break  up,  on  chicken  bones  to  see  how  they 
cook  up. " 

Cannibalism  is  just  part  of  the  violence  that  Turner  reads  in  the  bones. 
He  believes  the  victims  were  first  tortured  and  mutilated. 

He  sees  broken  noses,  crushed  cheeks  and  knocked-out  teeth. 

"They're  damaging  their  faces  in  ways  that  cause  great  pain,"  he  said. 

The  Turners  laid  out  their  theory  in  a book,  Man  Corn,  published  last 
year,  three  years  after  Jacqueline  Turner's  death.  The  title  comes  from 
the  Aztec  word  tlacatlaolli,  a sacred  meal  of  sacrificed  human  meat, 
cooked  with  corn. 

As  early  as  the  turn  of  the  20th  century,  some  researchers  saw  signs  of 
cannibalism  in  Anasazi  sites,  but  their  reports  were  dismissed. 

Now,  many  say  the  Turners  offer  compelling  evidence,  which  has  been 
supported  by  other  research. 

David  Wilcox,  senior  curator  of  anthropology  at  the  Museum  of  Northern 
Arizona,  said,  "There  are  a lot  of  people  now  who  certainly  believe  that 
there  are  repeated  cases,  not  a huge  number,  something  like  40  cases  where 
humans  were  deliberately  butchered  and  probably  the  meat  was  consumed." 

Turner  also  has  some  vocal  critics. 

Hopi  archaeologists  reject  his  work  as  more  Hollywood  than  history  and 
especially  painful  to  a tribe  that  counts  the  Anasazi  as  its  ancestors. 
They  say  Turner  ignores  alternative  explanations,  such  as  the  many  ways  a 
skeleton  could  end  up  with  burn  marks  besides  being  roasted. 

Debra  L.  Martin,  dean  of  natural  science  at  Hampshire  College,  agrees. 
She  says  Turner  gives  short  shrift  to  different  contexts,  such  as  when 
bones  appear  intentionally  arranged  in  a site. 

"Something  else  was  going  on,"  she  said  in  an  e-mail,  perhaps  a ritual, 
a ceremony  to  honor  someone  or  a curse. 

She  called  for  a closer  analysis  of  exactly  how  bones  were  modified. 

If  there  was  cannibalism,  why  did  it  happen? 

To  control  people  through  terrorism.  Turner  answers. 

By  mapping  sites  with  signs  of  cannibalism.  Turner  found  that  the 
practice  centered  on  Chaco  Canyon,  hub  of  Anasazi  civilization.  He 
speculates  that  terror  would  be  one  way  to  enforce  the  tremendous  work 
required  to  build  there,  such  as  hauling  20,000  logs  for  miles. 

The  second  purpose  was  ritual,  he  said,  because  "the  ultimate  thing  you 
can  sacrifice  to  keep  the  gods  happy  is  humans." 

That  leads  to  Turner's  big  leap  of  theory:  that  cannibalism  was  brought 


directly  to  the  Anasazi  from  Mexico. 

His  main  evidence  is  some  humans  remains  with  teeth  filed  in  the 
tradition  of  Mexico.  But  Turner  concedes  few  people  buy  his  interpretation. 

His  next  stop  is  Siberia.  Turner  and  Russian  scientists  will  investigate 
bones  in  a cave  to  look  for  differences  between  damage  done  by  humans  and 
by  large  mammals,  such  as  hyenas. 

He's  looking  for  the  global  picture:  "Is  meat-eating,  wherever  it 
originated,  one  of  the  real  signatures  of  humanity?  How  far  back  in  time 
does  it  go  and  does  it  include  eating  dead  members  of  one's  own  group?" 

Turner  regrets  that  the  word  "cannibalism"  immediately  sets  people  on 
edge.  If  he  gets  a chance,  he  said,  he'll  look  for  a term  to  replace  it. 
Reach  the  reporter  at  Kathleen.Ingley@ArizonaRepublic.com  or  (602)  444-8171 
Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Lower  Churchill  project  hits  snag  for  parties 
BY  GLEN  WHIFFEN 

Newfoundland  and  Quebec  have  agreed  to  scale  back  their  $10-billion  plans 
to  harness  the  hydroelectric  potential  of  the  Lower  Churchill  River  in 
Labrador . 

In  a joint  statement  Tuesday,  Newfoundland  Premier  Brian  Tobin  and 
Quebec  Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  stated  that  new  and  evolving  pricing 
mechanisms  in  the  North  American  markets,  including  a major  shift  towards 
short-term  pricing  arrangements,  have  made  it  difficult  to  establish  long- 
term pricing  arrangements  between  the  parties  for  the  Gull  Island  project. 

Tobin  said  extremes  in  the  volatility  of  daily  pricing  underscores  the 
need  for  commercial  agreements  which  ensure  windfalls  accrue  to  all  market 
participants,  and  not  just  to  power  brokers. 

He  said  that  as  a result,  work  on  the  development  will  be  scaled  back 
over  the  next  few  months,  including  environmental  and  engineering  work 
programs . 

"This  summer  would  have  seen,  had  a MOU  (memorandum  of  understanding) 
been  reached,  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  environmental  and 
engineering  work.  Instead,  we  are  going  to  proceed  this  summer,  at  least 
on  our  side,  with  about  a $2-million  work  program." 

Negotiating  teams  from  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  Hydro  and  Hydro-Quebec 
have  been  working  to  complete  negotiations  on  the  project  since  March  9, 
1998. 

Newfoundland  Opposition  leader  Ed  Byrne  said  he  doesn't  believe  Tobin 
and  Mines  and  Energy  Minister  Paul  Dicks  have  been  "forthright"  with 
Newfoundlanders  on  negotiations  surrounding  the  project. 

"They  have  spun  out  a story  again  that  the  spot  pricing  is  the  issue  of 
why  talks  with  Quebec,  and  the  negotiations  over  the  development  of  the 
Lower  Churchill,  are  not  going  the  way  they  should,"  he  said. 

"My  information  tells  me  that  spot  pricing  has  played  a role  in  the 
sense  that  Quebec  are  willing  to  take  a risk,  but  they  want  a majority 
share  within  the  development  of  the  Lower  Churchill  and  that  is  something 
that  will  not  sell  in  this  province." 

Tobin  said  the  changes  in  the  marketplace  do  not  affect  the 
competitiveness  of  Gull  Island  and  the  overall  attractiveness  of 
electricity  markets  in  North  America  at  the  present  time. 

He  said  the  project  remains  a very  competitive  and  interesting 
opportunity  for  both  parties,  and  electricity  prices  across  the  Northeast 
continue  to  be  very  supportive  for  projects  like  Gull  Island. 

"Changes  are  happening  at  a very  rapid  pace  in  the  market,  which  has 
made  it  difficult  to  lock  in  a pricing  arrangement  which  would  be 


satisfactory  for  both  parties  over  the  long  term/'  he  said.  "The  parties 
will  continue  to  work  on  solutions  to  this  issue." 

"RE : No  Land's  Man"  

Date:  Mon,  15  May  2000  11:58:25  -0500 
From:  "John  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  05-13-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

No  Land ' s Man 

By  Jonathan  Yardley 

c.  The  Washington  Post  Company 

May  11,  2000 

GIVE  ME  MY  FATHER'S  BODY 

The  Life  of  Minik,  the  New  York  Eskimo 

By  Kenn  Harper 

Steerforth.  278  pp.  $24 

This  artless  but  compelling  book  tells  the  story  of  an  Eskimo  boy  named 
Minik  who  was  brought  to  the  United  States  in  1897  at  the  age  of  6 or  7 by 
polar  explorer  Robert  Peary  and  then  left  to  fend  pretty  much  for  himself. 
In  time  he  became,  as  Kenn  Harper  writes,  "neither  fish  nor  fowl,  the  true 
marginal  man,  condemned  to  exist  in  two  opposing  cultures  and  feel  at  home 
in  neither."  His  story  is  sad  and  instructive,  and  sobering  as  well,  for 
it  casts  a coldly  revealing  light  on  one  of  this  country's  most  venerated 
scientific  institutions,  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  New 
York  City. 

"Give  Me  My  Father's  Body"  was  originally  self-published  by  Harper,  who 
has  a lifelong  interest  in  Eskimo  history  and  culture.  He  has  lived  in  the 
Far  North  for  three  decades,  where  he  has  worked  in  various  capacities-- 
"teacher,  development  officer,  historian,  linguist,  and  businessman," 
according  to  his  new  publisher--and  is  married  to  a Polar  Eskimo.  He 
writes  about  his  adopted  world  with  passion  and  authority,  though  also 
with  a tendency  to  quote  at  excessive  length  from  oral  and  written 
testimony;  it  is  a pity  that  when  Steerforth  Press  decided  to  make  his 
book  available  to  a wider  readership  it  did  not  give  the  book  a tighter 
editing. 

But  to  be  perfectly  honest,  few  readers  are  likely  to  object  to  the 
awkwardness  of  Harper's  book,  because  the  raw  materials  are  so  strong.  To 
begin  with  there  are  the  Polar  Eskimos  themselves,  who  a century  ago  were 
a tiny  community  of  about  200  people  living  in  northwestern  Greenland  on 
"a  narrow  strip  of  coastline  bounded  on  three  sides  by  glaciers  and  on  the 
fourth  by  the  sea."  They  were  nomadic  hunters  and  gatherers,  and  "a  long 
and  oppressively  dark  winter  dominated  their  lives."  They  seemed,  to 
Americans  and  others,  quite  astonishingly  exotic,  so  when  Peary  brought 
six  of  them  to  New  York  as  "specimens"  they  aroused  intense  interest. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  all  the  Eskimos  fell  ill  with  pneumonia.  Four 
died,  one  of  these  being  Minik' s father,  Qisuk,  and  a fifth  was  returned 
to  Greenland.  Only  Minik  survived  to  remain  in  the  United  States.  A 
"bizarre"  burial  ceremony  was  staged  by  the  Museum  of  Natural  History 
during  which  Qisuk  ostensibly  was  buried  on  the  museum's  grounds,  but  this 
was  purely  for  Minik's  benefit.  In  fact,  his  father's  bones  were  preserved 
and  put  in  a display  case.  As  Harper  writes:  "In  1898  no  harm  had  been 
done.  But  profound  harm  would  yet  be  done  almost  a decade  later  when  the 
cover-up  was  revealed  and  young  Minik  experienced  the  trauma  of  learning 
the  truth  of  his  father's  funeral." 

This  is  only  one  of  many  bizarre  turns  poor  Minik's  story  takes.  He  was 
placed  in  the  care  of  a museum  official  named  William  Wallace,  who  took 
the  boy  into  his  own  family.  That  Wallace  loved  Minik  is  beyond  doubt,  and 
Minik  returned  that  love  in  full,  calling  his  benefactor  "Uncle  Will."  Yet 
Wallace  was  a deeply  flawed  man  who  resigned  his  job  after  it  was  learned 
that  he  had  misused  museum  funds  for  his  own  purposes.  His  wife  died,  his 


dreams  of  success  in  business  collapsed,  and  he  lost  "a  reputation  for 
honesty  and  trust  built  up  over  a period  of  20  years  of  apparent  devotion 
to  duty. " 

Yet  through  all  this  Wallace  stood  faithfully  by  Minik.  He  was  almost 
the  only  person  who  did  so.  Peary  abandoned  Minik  completely,  as  did  a 
wealthy  benefactor  of  the  museum  named  Morris  K.  Desup,  whose  "pledge  of 
assistance"  to  Wallace  for  the  boy's  upbringing  amounted  to  "a  grand  total 
of  $200";  when  Desup  died  in  1908  he  left  an  estate  of  almost  $13  million, 
an  immense  amount  at  that  time.  Worst  of  all,  though,  was  the  museum 
itself,  which  steadfastly  denied  the  truth  about  what  it  had  done  with 
Qisuk's  remains;  over  the  years,  in  Harper's  blunt  assessment,  "the  museum 
continued  to  lie,  when  necessary,  to  deny  its  part  in  the  whole  sordid 
affair."  Not  until  1993  did  it  permit  the  bones  of  Qisuk  and  his  three 
fellow  Eskimos  to  be  returned  to  Greenland  and  properly  interred  there. 

In  Minik' s own  words,  "These  are  the  civilized  men  who  steal,  and  murder, 
and  torture,  and  pray  and  say  'Science.'  " Americans,  he  said,  are  "a  race 
of  scientific  criminals."  His  bitterness  and  anger  are  understandable,  but 
Harper  takes  a more  balanced  view.  "It  is  simple,"  he  says,  "to 
characterize  these  men  as  cold,  unfeeling,  dispassionate  scientists  who 
cared  little  for  the  human  consequences  of  their  work,"  but  in  fact  these 
anthropologists  "were  proud  of  their  liberalism  and  open-mindedness."  The 
real  problem  was  that  "the  intellectual  and  cultural  traditions  from  which 
they  had  emerged  were  permeated  throughout  with  an  insidious  bigotry." 

They  regarded  Eskimos,  as  well  as  all  people  from  races  other  than  their 
own,  as  inferior  creatures  to  be  dissected  and  studied  "in  the  spirit  and 
hope  of  human  enlightenment  and  betterment,"  but  not  as  human  beings  to  be 
respected  and  valued. 

So  Minik  was  left  to  find  his  way.  He  drifted  from  pillar  to  post.  In 
1909  Peary  condescended  to  drop  him  off  in  Greenland  in  the  course  of  a 
polar  expedition;  he  was  welcomed  by  his  people  but  did  not  feel  at  home 
among  them,  and  longed  to  return  to  America.  This  he  did  in  1916.  He  found 
his  way  to  New  Hampshire,  where  he  got  a job  and  was  taken  in  by  a family 
that,  like  the  Wallaces,  loved  and  protected  him.  He  died  in  the  flu 
epidemic  of  1918.  He  was  buried  in  the  hard  New  Hampshire  ground  by  his 
new  family,  "perhaps  the  truest  friends  he  had  ever  had." 
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AMERICAN  INDIAN  EXPO  2,000  NAMES  FLOYD  RED  CROW 
WESTERMAN  INDIAN  CELEBRITY  OF  THE  YEAR 

ANADARKO  --  On  Tuesday  August  8,  2000,  the  69th  annual  American  Indian 
Exposition  will  honor  an  icon  of  the  film  and  television  industry.  On  that 
evening,  actor,  activist,  and  folk  and  country  singer  Floyd  Red  Crow 
Westerman  will  be  named  Indian  Celebrity  of  the  Year!  Westerman  will  sing 
a concert  of  his  music  on  Monday,  Aug.  7 as  part  of  the  expo  program. 

Born  in  1936  on  the  Sisseton-Wahpeton  Dakota  Sioux  Reservation, 

Westerman 's  Dakota  name,  "Kanghi  Duta,"  means  "Red  Crow."  He  attended 
boarding  school  at  the  age  of  ten  and  graduated  from  high  school  on  the 
Flandreau  South  Dakota  Sioux  Reservation.  He  subsequently  studied  at 
Northern  State  College  in  South  Dakota. 

Westerman ' s movie  appearances  include  Renegades,  Dances  with  Wolves,  The 
Doors,  Lakota  Woman,  Buffalo  Girls,  and  Clearcut.  He  will  soon  appearing  in 
Richard  Attenborough's  new  film  Grey  Owl.  His  television  experience  includes 
guest  leads  in  Northern  Exposure,  The  Pretender,  L.A.  Law,  X-Files, 
Millennium,  Roseanne,  Dharma  and  Greg,  and  a cameo  appearance  as  Sitting 
Bull  in  the  mini-series  Son  of  the  Morning  Star.  Currently,  he  appears 
regularly  as  Uncle  Ray  to  Chuck  Norris's  Walker  Texas  Ranger. 

Red  Crow  is  active  on  the  country  and  folk  singing  circuit  as  well,  where 
he  started  in  Colorado  and  got  his  first  recording  contract  in  New  York  in 
1969.  His  albums  "Custer  Died  For  Your  Sins"  and  "The  Land  is  Your  Mother" 


have  brought  him  personal  appearances  across  Europe,  the  Americas,  and  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  His  concerts  help  to  support  Human  Rights  for 
Indigenous  People  pf  the  World. 
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Indian  funding  inequity  is  cited 
By  DIM  MYERS 
c.  Tulsa  World 
5/12/00 

The  distribution  methods  hurt  the  state's  tribes  and  schools,  tribal 
leaders  say. 

WASHINGTON  --  American  Indians  in  Oklahoma  are  being  denied  health  care, 
and  state  schools  are  losing  millions  in  federal  education  aid  because  of 
unfair  funding  provisions,  tribal  leaders  said  Thursday.  "Each  of  us  could 
tell  you  horror  story  after  horror  story,"  Chad  Smith,  principal  chief  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  said  of  the  health-care  situation. 

Dohn  A.  "Rocky"  Barrett,  chairman  of  the  Citizen  Potawatomi  Nation, 
termed  it  a "ticking  time  bomb." 

Their  comments  came  during  a briefing  on  Oklahoma  tribal  issues  held  by 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

One  key  issue  is  the  way  federal  funding  is  distributed  through  the 
Indian  Health  Service,  whose  agency  in  Oklahoma  also  serves  Kansas  and 
portions  of  Texas  with  seven  hospitals,  39  ambulatory-care  facilities  and 
four  urban  facilities. 

Dr.  Charles  Grim,  area  director  for  health  service  in  Oklahoma,  said  his 
agency  has  to  turn  away  "thousands  of  cases"  each  year. 

Grim  said  that  historically  Oklahoma,  even  though  it  leads  the  nation  in 
American  Indian  population,  has  come  up  short  when  health  service  funding 
is  earmarked. 

In  Oklahoma,  he  said,  his  agency  spends  about  $850  per  patient  compared 
to  $1,350  nationally. 

According  to  figures  cited  by  Grim,  it  would  take  $268  million  just  to 
bring  the  Oklahoma  facilities  up  to  the  average  level  of  funding  for  the 
health  service. 

Of  that,  $97.5  million  related  to  Oklahoma  City  area  sites. 

Total  unmet  needs  for  all  of  the  facilities  covered  by  the  Oklahoma 
agency  were  put  at  $1.2  billion. 

Smith  told  a story  of  a basketweaver  from  Marble  City  who  lost  both  feet 
and  then  both  legs  because  she  did  not  get  proper  medical  care  for  her 
diabetes . 

"That's  our  fear,"  he  said,  adding  that  other  tribal  members  could  face 
the  same  fate. 

Bill  Anoatubby,  governor  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  said  Oklahoma  schools 
are  losing  as  much  as  $32  million  annually  because  of  the  way  so-called 
federal  Impact  Aid  is  being  handed  out. 

Anoatubby  said  that  inequity  grew  out  of  the  different  way  Oklahoma  is 
treated  compared  to  those  states  that  are  considered  "reservation"  states. 

Schools  in  those  states  receive  100  percent  of  the  funding,  while 
schools  in  Oklahoma  schools  are  getting  only  37  percent. 

"This  must  be  rectified,"  Anoatubby  said. 

Several  members  of  the  Oklahoma  congressional  delegation  said  they  have 
been  working  on  increasing  those  education  dollars  tied  to  tribal 


populations . 

"The  delegation  has  been  super/'  Anoatubby  said. 

A permanent  solution  to  the  health  funding  inequity  may  be  more 
difficult  to  come  by. 

U.S.  Sen.  Don  Nickles,  R-  Okla.,  and  U.S.  Rep.  Tom  Coburn,  R-Okla.,  said 
eventually  officials  may  have  to  look  at  the  blood-quantum  issue. 

Currently,  tribal  members  can  qualify  for  health  care  regardless  of  how 
little  Indian  blood  they  have. 

Such  an  approach,  Nickles  and  Coburn  said,  results  in  a large  population 
being  served. 
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Seattle  Times:  Wilma  Mankiller  talks  straight  but  makes  mischief,  too 
Sunday,  May  21,  2000,  12:00  a.m.  Pacific 
Mark  Trahant  <mtrahant@seattletimes . com> 

Times  Staff  Columnist 

A young  man  once  asked  Wilma  Mankiller  what  he  should  call  her.  She 
was  then  principal  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and  twice  elected  as 
the  leader  of  some  200,000  people.  But  this  young  man  was  uncomfortable 
with  what  he  called  a "male"  term. 

"Should  we  address  you  as  chieftainess?"  he  asked.  Mankiller  didn't 
say  a word.  Then,  after  hearing  the  suggestion  "chiefette,"  she 
responded.  "I  told  him  to  call  me  'Ms. -Chief'  or  'mischief.'  " 

Mankiller  still  makes  mischief. 

She's  no  longer  leader  of  the  nation's  second-largest  Indian  tribe, 
but  she  travels  across  the  country  writing  and  speaking  about  American 
Indians,  stereotypes  and  racism.  Last  week  she  spoke  in  Seattle  at  the 
Urban  Enterprise  Center's  Forum  on  Race. 

She  focused  on  ideas 

Mankiller  started  working  at  the  Cherokee  Nation  in  1977  in  the 
community  development  department.  Then  she  ran  for  the  office  of  deputy 
chief  in  1983. 

That  election  was  rough  because  so  many  voters  only  wanted  to  talk 
about  why  a woman  was  running.  It  had  never  happened  before. 

But  Mankiller  wanted  to  talk  about  her  ideas  - and  how  to  make  them 
happen.  She  kept  her  focus  and  day  by  day  stripped  away  false  notions 
about  gender  and  leadership.  She  found  a way  to  engage  people  in  a 
conversation  about  the  future.  She  won  the  election  - and  two  years 
later  was  elected  principal  chief. 

The  audience  is  different  these  days,  but  Mankiller 's  ideas  are  still 
her  strength.  She  said  our  national  conversation  about  race  cannot  be 
complete  until  we  can  peel  away  false  stereotypes  and  rewrite  history  so 
that  we  can  include  tribal  accounts  and  philosophies. 

Left  out  of  civic  discourse 

The  United  States  has  dealt  with  tribes  as  governments  for  more  than 
two  centuries.  Yet  it's  still  a surprise  to  many  citizens  - including 
many  candidates  for  public  office  - that  tribes  are  not  part  of  the 
city,  county  and  state  systems  of  government.  Tribes  were  here  first  and 
that  simple  fact  ought  to  be  part  of  our  civic  discourse. 

Something  similar  could  be  said  about  the  land-bridge  theory. 

Nearly  all  of  our  primary  and  secondary  schools  teach  that  early 
Native  Americans  walked  across  a land  bridge  from  Siberia  on  a journey 
to  this  continent.  It's  usually  said  to  be  a "theory,"  and  then  written 
as  if  it  actually  happened. 

But  what  if  the  theory  is  plain  wrong?  No  tribal  creation  story 
recalls  a journey  from  Siberia.  What  if  the  crossing  went  the  other 
direction? 

"We've  preserved  our  stories,"  Mankiller  says.  And  now  science  is 


catching  up.  "Scientists  have  found  bones  (that  are  dated)  before  the 
land  bridge.  I wonder  what  they'll  come  up  with  as  an  explanation." 


A justification  for  conquest 

The  land-bridge  story  matters  because  it  was  used  historically  to 
justify  the  conquest  of  North  America.  The  line  went  something  like 
this:  "Indians  are  immigrants  like  everyone  else,  they  just  came 
earlier . " 

But  science  is  changing  the  story.  I recently  attended  a conference 
on  the  peopling  of  North  America  and  was  struck  by  how  much  of  the 
research  is  now  coupled  with  tribal  creation  stories.  Science  is 
listening  more  than  ever. 

But  that  word  has  not  made  its  way  across  society's  boundaries;  our 
conversation  is  missing  important  nuance.  It's  as  if  we're  stuck  talking 
about  what's  been  talked  about  before. 

"I  know  what  happened  to  our  people/'  Mankiller  says.  And  until  that 
same  story  is  taught  - or  at  least  respected  - by  the  rest  of  the 
nation,  there  won't  be  an  honest  dialogue. 

But  then  an  honest  dialogue  is  a wonderful  reason  to  make  mischief. 

Besides,  Mankiller  says,  "I  can  eliminate  any  stereotypes  about  what 
a chief  looks  like." 

Mark  Trahant's  phone  message  number  is  206-464-8517 
His  column  is  published  Thursday  and  Sunday  weekly. 
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-<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Prominent  Manitoba  Native  Leader  Arrested  On  Weapons  Charge 

WINNIPEG  (CP)  One  of  Manitoba's  most  prominent  aboriginal  leaders 
has  been  arrested  on  weapons  charges  after  a shot  was  fired  in  the 
washroom  of  a Winnipeg  bar. 

Peguis  Chief  Louis  Stevenson  is  charged  with  pointing  a firearm, 
possessing  a weapon  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  and  carrying  a 
concealed  weapon. 

A Winnipeg  police  spokesman  said  Stevenson  was  arrested  at  his  home 
with  the  aid  of  RCMP  from  nearby  Fisher  Branch  on  Tuesday  and  is 
being  held  in  custody. 

Peguis,  home  to  about  3,000  with  another  4,000  living  off-reserve, 
is  one  of  the  largest  First  Nations  in  Manitoba,  covering  about  300 
square  kilometres  between  Lake  Winnipeg  and  Lake  Manitoba. 

Stevenson,  49,  first  came  to  national  prominence  in  1987  when  he 
staged  a visit  of  South  Africa's  ambassador  to  protest  reserve 
living  condition. 

Last  year  he  led  a band  of  screaming  protesters  who  tried  to  take 
over  the  office  of  then-premier  Gary  Filmon  complaining  about  high 
unemployment . 

A few  weeks  later  he  led  a group  that  stormed  the  opening  of  the 
legislature,  only  to  be  beaten  back  by  police  clubs  and  pepper 
spray . 

Police  said  the  charges  relate  to  an  incident  Saturday  night. 

A man  displayed  a handgun  to  bar  staff  at  the  Stock  Exchange  Hotel 
and  was  asked  to  leave  the  hotel. 

He  didn't  and  got  involved  in  a dispute  with  another  patron  and  is 
alleged  to  have  threatened  the  man  with  the  gun.  A short  time  later 
a shot  was  reportedly  fired  into  a waste  basket  in  the  washroom. 

Police  were  not  told  of  the  incident  until  the  next  morning. 

When  Stevenson  was  arrested  police  said  they  found  three  rifles 
that  were  registered  in  his  name  but  could  not  locate  three 
handguns  that  were  also  registered  in  his  name. 


"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 
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UPDATE  ON  THE  CASE  OF  EDDIE  HATCHER, 

a Native  American  activist  in  Robeson  County,  NC,  awaiting  a capital 
murder  trial . . . 

May  8,  2000 

Contents  of  this  update: 

1)  Statement  from  Thelma  Clark,  mother  of  Eddie  Hatcher 

2)  Statement  from  Eddie:  update  on  the  murder  charge 

3)  Schedule  of  upcoming  events  (please  paticipate  in  the  DUNE  1ST 
DEMONSTRATION) 


1) 

Statement  from  Thelma  Clark, 
mother  of  Eddie  Hatcher 
May  6,  2000 

I am  Eddie  Hatcher's  mother.  I would  like  to  tell  you  a little 
something  about  me. 

I came  from  a large,  poor  family  - ten  children.  As  a child,  I always 
said  my  children  would  have  it  better  than  I.  My  father  did  the  best  he 
could,  as  he  only  went  to  the  4th  or  5th  grade  in  school.  I learned  an 
awful  lot  from  my  daddy.  He  was  poor,  but  he  was  a proud,  independent 
man  and  I was  his  "boy"  for  several  years.  The  first  6 children  were 
girls.  I am  proud  of  everything  he  taught  me. 

I was  working  in  a textile  mill  when  I married.  My  husband  also  worked 
in  the  mill.  We  had  3 children  and  lived  from  week  to  week.  I had  quit 
school  after  I finished  the  8th  grade,  as  my  daddy  needed  me  to  help 
him.  I really  did  not  want  to  quit  because  I knew  by  then  I wanted  to 
be  a nurse  and  help  people. 

My  baby  was  3 when  the  Technical  Institute  started  the  Practical  Nursing 
program  and  I applied  and  was  accepted.  I will  not  go  into  all  the 
details,  but  I completed  the  course  and  passed  state  exams  in  1966.  I 
worked  and  studied  for  the  next  six  years  and  wanted  to  continue  my 
studies,  so  I applied  at  Sandhills  Community  College  for  the  Registered 
Nursing  program.  I started  there  in  August  1972  and  my  husband  died  in 
March  1973.  I was  commuting  37  miles  one  way  to  Southern  Pines  and  had 
3 minor  children  in  school.  I thought  I had  to  quit  school  so  I could 
work  full  time  to  support  the  children.  I wanted  them  to  go  to  college! 

I applied  for  food  stamps,  as  I got  very  little  social  security.  I 
received  food  stamps  one  time  and  was  told  I got  too  much  money!!! 

I thought  and  debated  as  to  what  I could  do.  I knew  if  I became  an 
R.N.,  I would  make  more  money  and  be  able  to  do  what  I needed  to  for  my 
children.  So  I talked  with  the  kids  and  told  them  it  would  be  hard,  but 
when  I finished  it  would  be  much  better.  With  their  help  and  support  I 
continued  school  and  graduated  in  1974. 

I preached  education  on  a daily  basis  and  am  very  proud  of  my  3 
children.  As  well  as  education,  I taught  them  about  loving  and  sharing 
and  not  looking  down  on  anyone  if  they  are  not  dressed  as  well  as  you  or 
not  as  educated  as  you.  I taught  them  you  can  learn  something  from 
everyone  and  you  can  share  your  knowledge  with  other  people.  One  of  my 
favorite  sayings  was,  " it's  not  the  cover  of  the  book  but  what's 
inside. " 

I have  said  all  these  things  to  say  I am  having  a real  problem  watching 
the  government  do  the  things  they  are  doing  to  my  oldest  son,  Eddie 
Hatcher.  Not  only  my  son,  but  all  the  jail  inmates  he  tells  me  about. 

Those  that  sit  in  jail  for  months  and  years  and  get  talked  into  plea 
bargains  when  they  have  committed  no  crime. 

All  I know  that  has  happened  doesn't  compare  to  what  I learned  this  past 


week. 

Eddie's  private  detective  talked  with  one  of  the  state's  " witnesses". 
This  witness  said  the  state  (DA's  office)  had  told  him  that  if  he  would 
go  to  Fayetteville  on  Monday,  May  8th,  take  a lie  detector  test,  and 
admit  to  taking  part  in  the  McMillian  shooting,  they  would  only  charge 
him  with  shooting  into  an  occupied  dwelling  because  they  wanted  "Eddie 
Hatcher  for  murder." 

I believe  there  are  enough  good,  honest  people  out  there  that  will  not 
allow  Eddie  to  be  set  up.  It  is  bad  enough  he  has  spent  all  this  time 
in  jail  not  being  allowed  to  go  to  court.  I have  faxed,  called  and 
written  NC  Supreme  Court  Dustice  Henry  Frye  and  begged  for  justice  and 
for  him  to  appoint  a fair,  honest  judge  to  hear  all  matters  pertaining 
to  Eddie.  Something  BAD  is  wrong  when  you  have  to  beg  for  justice  and 
can't  get  it.  The  state  and  DA  Johnson  Britt  are  hell-bent  on  getting 

Eddie  for  murder  whether  he  did  it  or  not!! 

Now  I will  tell  you,  I need  your  help!  I want  to  run  articles  in  the 
Fayetteville  newspaper  stating  exactly  what  is  taking  place,  and  I need 
donations.  If  I had  the  money,  I would  not  ask.  I believe  that 
sometime,  someone  that  can  do  something  will  read  about  it  and  say  "this 
is  not  right",  and  do  something.  It  will  cost  about  $900.00  for  each 
article.  You  can  make  a donation  to  the  Tuscarora  Tribe  of  NC,  for 
Eddie  Hatcher,  and  use  it  as  a tax  deduction. 

My  daddy  raised  me  to  be  independent  and  proud  - and  I am  - but  I am 
begging  for  my  son's  life.  What  bothers  me  most  about  having  to  beg  for 
him  is  that  I am  ashamed  I live  where  people  are  treated  in  this  manner. 
It  is  not  right!  Please  help  me  expose  this  in  the  newspaper! 

Please  mail  donations  to: 

Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  2702 
Pembroke,  NC  28372 

Thank  you,  and  I hope  you  never  have  to  feel  the  way  I do. 


2) 

Statement  from  Eddie  Hatcher 
April  13,  2000 

On  the  night  of  May  31,  1999  a drive-by  shooting  occurred  along  a dark 
road  in  Robeson  County,  N.C.  When  it  was  over,  Brian  McMillan  was  dead, 
shot  through  the  head  and  left  arm  and  Amelia  Chavis,  15,  lay  shot 
through  the  hip.  Robeson  County  and  state  agents  have  charged  me  with 
First  Degree  Murder  and  Prosecutor  lohnson  Britt  is  seeking  the  death 
penalty. 

Since  the  day  of  my  arrest,  lohnson  Britt  and  the  state  of  NC  have  been 
ruthless  in  their  attempts  to  circumvent  the  law  and  hide  the  truth. 

The  following  details  will  give  a better  picture  of  the  state's  attempt 
to  frame  me  and  execute  me. 

(1)  Even  though  I am  representing  myself  on  capital  murder  charges,  I 
was  housed  on  NC's  death  row  at  Central  Prison.  I was  denied  all 
telephone  access,  all  contact  visits,  denied  all  communication  with 
witnesses  and  my  mail  was  censored.  Only  after  appealing  to  the  NC 
Supreme  Court  which  ruled  on  December  2,  1999  in  my  favor,  was  I 
transferred  to  Robeson  County  where  I could  communicate  with  witnesses 
and  prepare  my  defense. 

(2)  Even  though  NC  statutes  clearly  mandate  that  all  persons  charged 
with  a crime  shall  have  a probable  cause  hearing  within  15  days  of  first 
appearance,  the  state  refused  to  hold  a probable  cause  hearing  in  my 
case. 

(3)  After  some  of  the  discovery  was  turned  over  to  me  by  order  of  a 
judge,  I learned  that  the  state  had  evidence  that  more  than  one  gun  was 
fired  into  the  home  of  McMillan.  In  fact,  witnesses  in  the  home  stated 
that  the  gunfire  "sounded  like  machine  guns",  so  there  were  obviously  no 
breaks  between  gunfire.  Evidence  showed  two  different  size  rifle 
bullets  were  fired  into  the  house  and  a .380  caliber  handgun  was  also 
fired . 

(4)  At  the  scene  of  the  shooting,  before  being  placed  in  the  rescue 


squad,  a .380  caliber  handgun  was  removed  from  the  person  of  McMillan 
and  given  to  McMillan's  girlfriend  by  law  enforcement.  This  was  done 
without  testing  to  see  if  the  handgun  had  been  fired. 

(5)  Immediately  after  the  shooting,  the  prosecutor  attempted  to  force 
Amila  Chavis  to  allow  surgeons  to  remove  the  bullet  from  her  hip. 

Chavis  fought  this  move,  not  wanting  to  have  the  bullet  removed.  After 
learning  that  several  weapons  had  been  fired  into  the  house,  I motioned 
the  court  asking  that  the  bullet  be  removed  from  Chavis  to  be  tested  by 
ballistics.  After  this  motion  was  filed,  Robeson  County  Detective 
Donald  Britt  located  Chavis  and  instructed  her  to  be  examined  by 
Lumberton  surgeon  Sammy  Britt.  (This  is  the  same  surgeon  who  is  suspect 
in  the  mysterious  death  of  Indian  leader  John  Godwin  in  1988).  After 
being  examined  by  Britt,  he  informed  the  Prosecutor  that  it  would  cause 
permanent  damage  if  the  bullet  was  removed  even  though  the  bullet  is  in 
the  lower  hip,  nowhere  near  the  spine. 

(6)  On  Duly  8,  1999  I was  indicted  by  the  Robeson  County  Grand  Jury. 
The  only  witness  to  testify  before  the  grand  jury  was  SA  [Special  Agent] 
Gatrell,  an  agent  with  the  State  Bureau  of  Investigation.  He  testified 
as  to  alleged  statements  that  had  been  made  to  him  by  several 
individuals.  This  was  all  the  evidence  that  was  presented.  Now,  thanks 
to  the  diligent  work  of  a private  investigator,  I now  have  recorded 
statements  from  those  same  individuals  whose  so-called  statements  were 
used  by  SA  Gatrell.  These  recorded  statements  reveal  that  they  never 
made  the  statements  that  Gatrell  presented  to  the  Grand  Jury  and  they 
also  reveal  that  government  agents  coerced  and  threatened  each  witness. 
Yet,  [not]  even  under  threat  did  any  individual  admit  to  seeing  or 
knowing  anything.  Allegedly,  I had  "told"  these  individuals  what  I had 
done.  Now,  recorded  statements  contradict  each  government  statement. 

(7)  Since  the  case  began,  two  judges  have  recused  themselves  and 
another  is  refusing  to  hear  any  matters  related  to  my  case.  One  judge, 
Dexter  Brooks,  made  copies  of  an  inflammatory  editorial  calling  me  a 
terrorist  and  a murderer,  and  mailed  them  to  organizations  and 
individuals  throughout  the  county.  Another  judge,  Frank  Floyd,  held 
private  discussions  with  a deputy  whom  he  said  he  did  not  know,  and  made 
a ruling  based  on  that  private  discussion.  Chief  Justice  Henry  Frye  [of 
the  NC  Supreme  Court]  has  refused  to  appoint  a special  judge  [a  single 
judge  to  handle  all  matters  pertaining  to  Eddie's  case]  even  though  he 
is  well  aware  of  the  corruption  and  deceit  within  the  Robeson  County 
court  system. 

(8)  According  to  prosecution  evidence  sheets,  the  shell  casing  from  a 
.380  handgun  which  were  found  at  the  crime  scene  were  sent  to  the  state 
lab  for  testing.  In  March,  I motioned  the  court  to  order  the 
prosecution  to  turn  over  the  results  of  these  lab  tests.  Johnson  Britt 
now  is  having  trouble  locating  any  test  results  for  the  .380  shell 
casings . 

(9)  On  April  10,  2000  I asked  Judge  Gregory  Weeks  for  a bond.  My 
former  parole  officer  testified  in  court  that  he  had  never  had  any 
problem  with  me  and  I never  violated  parole.  Two  residents  of  the 
community  testified,  one  a business  owner  and  a member  of  the 
Neighborhood  Community  Watch  Program.  Nina  Locklear  testified  that  they 
had  gathered  petitions  within  the  community  which  had  also  been  signed 
by  members  of  the  Community  Watch  asking  that  I be  given  a bond.  Even 
the  mother  of  Brian  McMillan  signed  the  petition.  Judge  Weeks  denied 
bond . 

It  has  been  almost  a year  that  I have  been  in  jail  and  [on]  death  row 
on  these  charges.  Yet,  I've  still  not  been  arraigned  and  am  still  having 
to  battle  the  prosecutor  for  evidence  that  should  already  been  turned 
over.  This  evidence  will  show  that  this  shooting  could  not  have  been 
committed  by  a lone  gunman.  That's  the  strategy  of  the  prosecutor.  If 
the  bullet  that  lies  in  the  hip  of  Amila  Chavis  and  the  lab  reports  of 
the  .380  shell  casings  can  be  destroyed  and  hidden,  then  it  can  be  shown 
that  one  gunman  could  have  possibly  done  this.  But  with  that  evidence, 
it  cannot  be  shown  that  one  person  acted  alone.  That  is  the  strategy  of 
Johnson  Britt. 

The  government  knows  I could  not  have  committed  this  murder.  This  act 


of  aggression  against  me  is  for  no  other  reason  but  to  silence  me,  stop 
my  activism  against  corrupt  government  and  destroy  my  credibility  by 
putting  me  on  death  row.  I've  now  had  full-blown  AIDS  for  five  years. 
I've  been  in  constant  daily  battle  with  this  corrupt  government  since 
before  the  takeover  of  the  Robesonian  in  1988.  I'm  tired.  My  mother 
works  relentlessly  in  every  way  she  can  to  head  up  my  defense  committee 
and  fortunately  she  has  some  help  from  supporters.  But  we  are  in  the 
most  desperate  financial  situation  ever.  We  need  somebody's  help. 

Please  help  us. 

Donations  to  the  defense  committee  should  be  sent  to: 

Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee 
P.0.  Box  2702 
Pembroke,  NC  28372 


3) 

UPCOMING  EVENTS/ONGOING  CAMPAIGNS: 

Mark  your  calendar!!! 

The  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee  is  organizing  a DEMONSTRATION  AT  THE 
N.C.  SUPREME  COURT,  scheduled  for  noon  on  Dune  1,  2000.  PLEASE  BE 
THERE.  This  day  will  mark  the  1-year  anniversary  of  Eddie  Hatcher's 
arrest  (and  he  still  has  not  been  arraigned).  At  the  demonstration,  we 
will  be  demanding  that  Chief  Dustice  Henry  Frye  assign  a single,  special 
judge  to  deal  with  all  aspects  of  Eddie's  case.  For  more  details,  click 
here. 

Postcard  Campaign: 

We  need  you  to  let  the  North  Carolina  courts  know  that  we  are  watching 
the  case  of  Eddie  Hatcher.  Please  help  us  in  our  new  postcard  campaign. 

This  is  especially  important  in  the  weeks  leading  up  to  the  Dune  1st 
demonstration . 

Also: 

We  are  IN  NEED  OF  FUNDS  for  advertisements  in  the  Fayetteville 
Observer-Times.  Please  send  a tax-deductible  donation  to  the  Defense 
Committee.  Checks  should  be  made  out  to  the  "Tuscarora  Tribe  of  NC,  for 
Eddie  Hatcher"  and  mailed  to  the  defense  committee. 

For  more  information  on  the  case,  contact  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense 
Committee: 

Website:  www.eddiehatcher .org 
Phone:  910.582.2764  (Thelma  Clark) 

Email:  thclark@etinternet.net 

"RE : Parole  Plan  For  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Thu,  18  May  2000  08:04:10  -0700 
From:  Lona  <kikipuppy@MINDSPRING.COM> 

Sub j : Parole  Plan  For  Leonard  Peltier 

PAROLE  PLANS  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER 

Dear  friends  and  supporters  of  Leonard  Peltier, 

We  would  like  to  begin  this  letter  by  thanking  you  for  your  ongoing 
support  of  Indigenous  political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier,  unjustly 
incarcerated  now  for  some  24  years.  On  Dune  12,  2000  Leonard  Peltier  will 
be  reviewed  for  parole.  The  parole  commission  has  routinely  denied  him 
parole  over  the  years  for  unsubstantiated  and  unjustified  reasons. 

According  to  their  guidelines,  he  should  have  been  released  over  ten  years 
ago.  His  two  grandchildren,  Alexandra,  age  16  and  Cyrus,  age  14  need  him 
home  badly.  They  are  very  attached  to  their  grandfather  and  rely  greatly 
on  his  guidance.  Additionally,  Leonard  suffers  from  diabetes,  high  blood 
pressure,  and  a cardiac  condition,  all  a result  of  long-term  incarceration . 
Not  only  should  have  Leonard  never  been  in  prison,  but  as  he  grows  older, 
it  becomes  more  urgent  to  gain  his  immediate  release,  and  there  is  hope. 

Public  pressure  to  free  Leonard  Peltier  is  on  the  increase,  and  with  your 
help,  we  may  be  able  to  impact  government  officials  enough  to  make  possible 
Leonard  Peltier's  long  overdue  release.  For  this  reason,  we  are  asking 
First  Nations  to  help  make  a strong  political  statement  by  submitting 
detailed  parole  plans  to  the  US  Parole  Commission  on  his  behalf.  By 


submitting  several  parole  plans  from  First  Nations  in  Canada  and  the  U.S., 
we  will  be  showing  that  Leonard  Peltier  is  not  seen  as  a threat  to  society 
and  Native  Nations  feel  he  would  be  a great  asset  to  their  communities. 

Of  course,  this  could  not  be  further  from  the  truth.  Leonard  Peltier 
longs  to  be  free  so  that  he  can  be  with  his  people  and  work  to  uplift 
their  communities.  He  has  had  extensive  experience  in  alcohol  and  drug 
counseling.  He  has  helped  to  rehabilitate  many  young  prisoners  by 
encouraging  them  to  learn  their  traditional  practices,  be  proud  of  their 
heritage,  and  respect  themselves  and  others.  He  has  become  a talented 
painter  while  imprisoned,  and  he  enjoys  teaching  other  inmates  art.  He  also 
loves  children  and  often  encourages  young  people  who  write  him  to  stay  in 
school  so  they  will  be  able  to  serve  their  people.  Leonard  Peltier  has  many 
talents  to  offer  and  he  enjoys  learning  new  skills. 

To  submit  a parole  plan  for  Leonard  Peltier,  you  or  your  Nation  would  need 
to  offer  both  housing  and  a job  to  Leonard  Peltier.  Housing  can  either  be 
provided  by  the  nation  in  its  official  capacity,  or  it  can  be  offered  by  a 
community  member  willing  to  share  their  home  or  land.  The  job  can  also  be 
provided  by  the  nations  itself,  or  by  an  employer  located  on,  or  in  close 
proximity  to  where  Leonard  Peltier  would  live. 

How  does  a parole  plan  look? 

The  plan  should  include  at  least  the  following  items: 

1.  A letter  or  resolution  from  either  the  tribal  council  or  the  community 
member  willing  to  provide  housing  for  Leonard  Peltier.  The  letter  should 
include  the  location  of  the  housing.  It  would  be  an  additional  help  if 
housing  could  be  provided  for  Leonard's  two  grandchildren  (ages  14  and  16) 
as  well. 

2.  A letter  from  the  First  Nation  or  the  employer  willing  to  provide  a job 
for  Leonard  Peltier.  The  letter  should  include  a detailed  description  of 
the  business,  school,  or  social  service  for  which  he  would  be  working  and  a 
detailed  job  description,  including  wages.  The  parole  commission  prefers 
full-  time,  long-range  employment.  It  would  also  help  to  explain  how  the 
job  would  be  beneficial  to  Leonard  Peltier  and  those  he  would  be  serving. 
Other  aspects  that  would  be  beneficial  to  mention  are: 

1.  Support  services,  such  as  counseling  and  ceremonies,  which  might  help 
Leonard  with  adjustment. 

2.  If  the  housing  will  provide  for  Leonard's  grandchildren  as  well,  explain 
how  they  can  benefit  from  living  in  the  communities.  Example:  schools, 
youth  programs,  skill  centers,  cultural  activities  and  counseling. 

If  you  or  your  nation  decides  to  submit  a parole  plan,  please  send  it  to  the 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee:  PO  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044.  (We  will 

submit  the  plans  to  the  commission).  If  you  wish  to  come  to  Kansas  for  the 

parole  hearing,  we  would  welcome  you  to  do  so.  Although  we  cannot  guarantee 

that  prison  officials  will  allow  you  to  be  present  at  the  hearing  itself, 
which  is  closed,  there  will  be  a vigil  on  June  11  and  a press  conference 
after  the  hearing  on  the  12th,  which  we  would  be  honored  for  you  to  attend. 
Do  not  hesitate  to  contact  us  should  you  have  any  questions  or  comments. 

Enclosed  is  a sample  resolution  and  employment  plan  which  were  submitted 
by  the  Pottawattomi  Nation  at  Leonard's  last  parole  review  hearing  in  1998. 
Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  and  concern. 

Sincerely, 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

U.S. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 


— "RE:  Truth  Must  Lead  to  Pardoning  of  Peltier"  

Date:  Tue,  16  May  2000  02:16:29  EDT 
From:  SumerWCree@aol.com 
Sub  j : Leonard  Peltier 

Mailing  List:  Red  Road  Newsletter<TheRedRoadNewsletter-owner@onelist . com> 

PLEASE  DISTRIBUTE  WIDELY 

Date:  5/15/00  5:30:04  PM  Pacific  Daylight  Time 

From:  littledoe5@altavista.com  (Dodie) 

Published  today, 

Monday,  May  15,  2000  in  the  Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News:  Speakout  section 

Truth  must  lead  to  pardoning  of  Peltier 
by  Glenn  Morris 

In  reporting  the  FBI's  latest  campaign  to  defame  imprisoned  American 
Indian  activist  Leonard  Peltier  (April  22  article,  "FBI  fights  to  prevent  a 
pardon  for  Peltier"),  the  Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News  repeated  several 
factual  errors  and  pieces  of  FBI  disinformation  that  deserve  correction. 

At  the  outset,  it  should  be  stated  that  Leonard  Peltier  has  now  spent 
23  years  in  federal  prison  for  crimes  that  he  did  not  commit.  His 
convictions  on  the  charges  that  he  murdered  two  FBI  agents  were  secured 
through  perjured  affidavits  and  testimony,  exculpatory  evidence  was 
concealed  by  the  FBI,  and  a judiciary  has  consistently  ignored  truth  and 
justice  in  the  case. 

Peltier's  case  has  been  examined  by  some  of  the  finest  legal  minds  in 
the  world,  with  the  respected  human  rights  organization  Amnesty 
International 

(AI)  concluding  that  Peltier  should  be  released  immediately.  AI  has  been 
joined  in  its  plea  for  Peltier's  freedom  by  millions  of  others,  including 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  laureates  Nelson  Mandela,  the  late  Mother  Teresa,  the 
Dalai  Lama,  Rigoberta  Menchu  and  Desmond  Tutu. 

In  the  article  reprinted  in  the  News,  some  of  the  scurrilous  tactics  of 
the  FBI's  smear  campaign  were  revealed  when  the  FBI  continued  to  suggest 
that  Peltier  had  attempted  to  kill  other  police  officers  in  Milwaukee  prior 
to  the  1975  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  shootout  that  left  one  Indian 
and  two  FBI  agents  dead.  The  FBI  omits  the  fact  that  Peltier  was  acquitted 
of  all  charges  in  the  Milwaukee  case.  It  also  neglects  to  mention  that  the 
case  was  fabricated  by  two  Milwaukee  police  officers  who  set  Peltier  up,  in 
their  own  words,  to  catch  "a  big  one  for  the  FBI." 

Today,  given  revelations  in  such  cases  as  Rubin  "Flurricane"  Carter,  the 
Los  Angeles  police  department's  Rampart  Division  scandal,  and  Denver's  own 
Mena  case,  we  know  that  the  capacity  of  police  agencies  (including  the  FBI) 
to  railroad  innocent  individuals  for  political  or  racial  purposes,  is 
virtually  boundless. 

As  documented  in  Peter  Matthiessen ' s award-winning  book.  In  the  Spirit 
of  Crazy  Florse,  the  FBI  attempted  to  conceal  its  own  ballistics  tests  which 
excluded  Peltier's  purported  gun  as  the  one  that  killed  the  FBI  agents. 

Before  the  8th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  the  U.S.  prosecutor  admitted  to 
the  court  that  "we  can't  prove  who  shot  those  agents."  Later,  on  CBS'  60 
Minutes,  the  same  prosecutor,  Lynn  Crooks,  defended  his  and  the  FBI's 
conduct  in  the  Peltier  case,  claiming  that  he  didn't  think  that  "we  did 
anything  wrong,  but  I can  tell  you,  it  don't  bother  my  conscience  one 
whit  if  we  did . " 

Such  is  the  nature  of  "justice"  in  the  Peltier  case. 

Despite  the  FBI's  attempts  to  spread  lies  about  Peltier  and  his  trial, 
people  of  goodwill  should  examine  the  facts  for  themselves.  Those  who  are 
persuaded  by  truth  and  justice  will  join  the  international  call  for 
presidential  clemency  for  the  most  renowned  political  prisoner  in  the 
United  States,  Leonard  Peltier. 

>>>>If  you  would  like  to  read  more,  let  me  know  and  I will  supply  a url.  For 
true  info  on  Leonard  Peltier  and  some  of  the  best  reading  you'll  ever  do 


read  "In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse",  by  Peter  Matthiessen.  It  is  usually 
available  at  libraries.  It  is  not  just  a Leonard  Peltier  book  but  a highly 
acclaimed  book.  You  learn  so  much  from  this  book. 

Dodie<<< <<<<<< <<<<<<<<<<< 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  22  May  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Fraley,  Randall  Allen 
#262-762 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Frock,  Louise 

#255678 

MBCC-EHU 

P.O.  Box  11492 

Oklahoma  City,  OK  73136 

Gaisez,  lohn  Lee 
#R134-316 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/24/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Garlinsky,  Mike 
#199-506 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/10/49 
Ancestry:  Mohawk 

Garnett,  Steven  R. 

SCI  Albion 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/29/71 

Gerken,  3udy  Ann 
#38169  HE 
1479  Collins  Ave. 
Marysville,  OH  43040 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 


Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 


"RE : Have  You  Ever  Been  in  Love"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Nov  1999  23:12:32  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Have  you  ever  been  in  love... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

"Have  you  ever  been  in  love?" 

This  is  question  was  asked  of  me.  I spoke  with  this  friend  of  mine,  he 
is  Navajo  and  I have  known  him  a long  time,  his  name  is  Ashii.  We  had  a 
long  lunch  and  he  told  me  this  story. 

Do  you  know  this  woman  and  he  mentioned  her  name.  Yes,  I have  met  her  a 
time  or  two,  she  is  a journalist  I think. 

He  looked  not  at  me  but  to  someplace  I could  not  see  and  said.  "She  came 
into  my  life  unexpectedly  and  before  you  saw  me  I found  myself  sitting 
here  and  thinking,  have  you  ever  been  in  love.  Not  just  any  kind,  but  one 
where  you  can  taste  it,  and  it  fills  your  whole  body  with  a need  to  be 
there  with  them.  The  story  of  love  has  a life  of  it's  own,  no  one  can  go 
out  and  find,  it  has  to  find  you."  I have  known  him  a long  time  we  go  way 
back  and  this  is  the  first  time  I had  heard  him  talk  this  way  about  anyone. 

Ashii  is  a simple  person,  but  not  really.  He  seems  to  be  an  ordinary  man 
but  he  has  something  I am  not  sure  what  it  was,  but  it  is  like  a hidden 
treasure  you  find  sometimes  when  you  get  to  know  someone.  It  is  not  easily 
seen,  but  after  knowing  a person  you  see  how  they  are  day  to  day.  He 
touches  people  with  his  kindness  but  moreso  has  kept  himself  aloof  so  as 
to  not  commit  himself  to  one  person.  By  and  by  he  met  by  chance  this 
woman,  but  he  never  really  met  her,  but  had  known  her  for  a long  time. 
Sometimes  you  go  through  life  looking  at  the  people  you  see  every  once  in 
while  and  you  just  sort  of  not  notice  them,  but  when  fate  intervenes  it  is 
as  if  they  had  never  met  and  so  they  get  to  know  each  other.  I am  not  sure 
how  it  happens  but  it  did  for  these  two. 

He  said,  "I  can't  tell  you  what  she  is  like  really  except  that  her  hair 
is  long,  and  that  when  she  smiles  it  is  genuine  like  she  holds  a secret. 
When  speaking  to  her,  I could  spend  a lifetime  listening  to  her  thoughts. 

We  met  on  a day  not  unlike  to  day  and  after  running  into  each  other  found 
that  we  made  a joke  of  following  each  other  around,  but  our  meeting  was  by 
chance.  At  times  it  was  just  for  a minute  by  a door,  or  at  a gathering 
and  sometimes  while  with  a mutual  friend.  As  you  go  through  life  you  try 
to  present  yourself  to  people  in  a good  way,  but  after  a while  you  get 
used  to  most  people  and  after  a bit  you  just  say  hello.  In  her  case,  there 
was  always  something  to  say  about  anything. 

He  went  on,  "One  time  during  lunch  we  found  ourselves  at  the  same  place 
together  and  ate  a simple  meal.  There  was  a lot  to  talk  about,  she  seemed 

to  be  in  the  know  about  everything  as  she  was  reporter  involved  in  all  the 

things  going  on,  living  on  the  edge  of  life,  seeing  it  as  it  happened  so 
to  speak  from  the  politics,  to  issues  and  stories  about  people  and  their 
struggles.  There  was  something  different  about  her,  she  was  an  activist, 
an  environmentalist  and  in  many  ways  very  traditional.  She  hid  her  colors 
well  and  did  not  argue  or  explain  her  beliefs  to  others,  but  lived  them. 

It  is  hard  to  know  such  a person  when  they  don't  tell  you  such  things,  you 

have  to  take  the  time  to  watch  and  learn  and  this  takes  time,  and  it  was 
so.  They  knew  each  other  for  more  than  three  years.  She  was  involved  with 
another,  but  it  did  not  matter  she  was  herself  and  so  they  spoke  from  time 
to  time,  talking  about  their  people,  their  land  and  hopes,  dreams  and 
disappointments. " 

They  kind  of  slipped  into  something  without  knowing  it,  I asked  him 
about  it,  he  said,  " I guess  one  day,  you  kind  of  wake  up  and  say  to 
yourself.  What  is  going  on  here,  and  so  you  look  at  it  and  know  that  there 
are  choices  to  be  made,  but  maybe  not  sometimes  you  are  compelled  to  know 
this  person  and  by  some  chance  you  seem  to  ignite  a small  flame  and  it 
begins  to  burn  and  you  can  both  see  it". 


He  works  for  the  tribe  and  he  related  that  a few  years  ago  he  had 
nothing  to  do.  He  related,  "I  took  a drive  to  Second  Mesa  in  Hopiland 
during  a village  dance  there  and  a chance  to  look  around.  The  plaza  was 
full  of  people,  the  katchinas  making  there  way  in  there.  The  ground  is 
soft  and  the  pueblo  homes  are  filled  with  those  who  come  to  see  the  dance. 
What  a place  to  be,  to  see  the  dance  done  the  same  over  hundreds  of  years. 
You  can  see  the  sash  belts  swaying  with  the  beat  of  the  music;  the  sound 
of  gourd  rattles  and  they  appear  with  masks  of  deities  identified  by  their 
priests  in  the  Kiva.  There  are  many  that  have  come  to  watch  and  they  look 
with  amazement  and  curiosity.  A good  place  to  watch  is  found  and  so  you 
let  the  dance  play  out  and  so  you  wonder  about  this  people  and  how  they 
believe,  and  in  some  ways  that  it  is  a gift  to  be  able  to  watch  them  as 
they  dance  this  way  for  you  and  themselves. 

In  the  midst  of  this  there  is  a tap  on  the  shoulder  and  found  she  was 
there.  She  told  him,  "Didn't  I tell  you,  I am  part  Hopi  and  in  that  group 
are  some  of  my  relatives"  I could  see  the  place  in  my  mind,  he  told  me  the 
sky  was  blue  and  as  large  has  it  has  ever  been,  the  air  smelled  sweet  as 
if  it  had  just  rained  and  when  you  looked  into  her  eyes  they  are  clear  and 
the  sun  shined  on  them,  there  is  nothing  hidden.  "Come",  she  says,  "and 
eat  with  us".  She  took  him  to  a home  near  the  village  and  he  went  in.  He 
met  the  family,  some  of  the  dancers  and  visitors.  The  village  opens  to 
everyone  during  these  dances  so  you  get  to  see  a lot  of  Indians  and  non- 
Indians.  He  was  talking  to  me  but  he  really  was  talking  to  himself,  he 
said,  "You  go  and  find  a kinship  with  these  people  and  they  share  what 
they  have  with  you.  There  was  corn  stew,  chili,  cooked  meat  and  bread  with 
much  more.  The  old  and  young  extended  themselves  to  me  and  I was  welcome". 
It  is  that  way  sometimes;  things  just  seem  to  happen  that  way.  It  is 
amazing.  You  visit  and  then  go  on  your  way. 

He  spoke  about  going  back  to  his  home  near  Shiprock  in  his  own  homeland 
there  was  a meeting  of  some  concern  and  he  went  home  to  speak  about 
matters  that  were  important  to  him  and  his  family.  He  went  home  to  speak 

to  the  community,  to  the  people  of  his  own  area  on  issues  there.  When  such 

times  come,  often  people  speak  straight  from  the  heart  it  seems,  there  is 
nothing  covered  it  is  made  bear  so  that  those  who  are  there  can  see  it 
with  you.  He  did  this. 

Afterward  he  said  a familiar  voice  came  to  him  and  he  could  hear  her 
clearly, "So  this  is  where  you  are  from."  Yes,  he  said  and  they  shook 
hands  and  in  the  traditional  way  of  doing  things  take  the  time  to  visit 
the  elders  and  people  there  telling  her  about  these  people  and  a little 
about  them.  He  was  talking  but  it  wasn't  to  me,  he  said,  "It  was  late 
afternoon  and  I had  a chance  to  take  her  on  a short  drive  to  show  her  this 
part  of  the  world  at  sunset  and  so  we  went  there,  you  know  in  my  country 

the  land  glows.  This  is  my  land,  these  are  my  people  and  this  is  my  home." 

So  tell  me  what  happened  to  you  guys.  He  looked  at  me  and  said,  we  were 
gonna  get  together  and  in  all  that  time  I never  thought  to  ask  her  what 
people  she  was  from  by  clan  relationship.  I said,  "Oh,  no,  I know  what 
happened."  He  looked  at  me  and  with  sadness  as  if  someone  had  died.  We  are 
related  and  she  is  by  clan  relationship  my  aunt."  I left  him  there  and 
he  asked  for  another  cup  of  coffee. 

Navajo  Clans  are  the  ties  that  bind  our  people  from  generation  to 
generation,  they  place  us  with  a specific  location  in  the  universe,  and  it 
ties  us  to  our  past,  our  present  and  our  future.  We  can  not  marry  into  our 
mother's  clan  nor  any  group  related  to  them,  it  is  taboo.  I looked  at 
Ashii  and  felt  bad  for  him  as  I said  goodbye,  so  it  goes  with  such  things.. 

"RE : Poem:  Intruder"  

Date:  Sun,  03  Oct  1999  17:09:59  -0500 
From:  nokwisa  <swillett@ro. com> 

Sub j : intruder  - grown  of  a comment  offered  by  another 
intruder 


death  rattled 
winter's  door 


while  the  young  ones 
sat  arguing 

how  do  we  save 
the  people 

it  pounded  and  howled 
strained  the  hinges 
while  the  older  ones 
sat  pondering 

how  do  we  save 
the  people 

bursting  forth 
death  swept  the  room 
leaving  only 
the  old  one 
that  held  the  door 

alone  and  silent 

nokwisa  c.  1999 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  Mon,  08  May  2000  07:08:07  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  28-Dune  3 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

28 

I have  walked  this  land  before  in  a child's  dream  of  freedom. 

29 

Today's  memories  will  be  cherished  tomorrow. 

30 

We  are  all  voyagers  in  life's  ocean. 

31 

In  the  tiniest  of  shells  is  found  the  eternal  cycle. 

IUNE 
Dune 
Ka' aona 

Dune  was  the  time  when  the  fishermen  got  their  'a'ei  nets  in  readiness 
for  catching  the  'opelu,  procuring  in  advance  the  sticks  to  use  for 
keeping  its  mouth  open. 

1 

To  walk  between  the  islands  is  a secret  of  the  ancients. 

2 

Summer  rain  is  illuminated  by  the  beauty  of  a rainbow. 

3 

Time  is  little  more  than  a kiss  of  wind  upon  the  land. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  


Date:  Sun,  21  May  2000  15:39:14  -0 


From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 
Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


May  27  & 28th 

Memorial  Day  PowWow  (competition)  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC  --  Contact-  Mary  Dumper  888-291-0632  or 
828-497-2952 
Mailing  address- 

Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians 
attn:  Mary  A.  Dumper,  dir. 
p.o.box  455, 

Cherokee,  NC  28719 


MAY  20TH 

20th  annual  Title  IX  Traditional  PowWow-  "Honoring  our 

Graduates  & Families"  Hoyt  Park  - 3802  Regent  St,  MADISON,  WISCONSIN... 

for  more  info-  (608)  261-4614  or  email  jtheobald@madison . I<12  .wi . us 


MAY  27-28 

CARLISLE  INDIAN  SCHOOL  POW  WOW 

(email  me  for  more  info  on  this  one,  as  I have  long  info  on  this  one) 
N.  Scott  Momaday  is  guest  speaker  for  this  pow  wow  & also  contest 
dancing  (Carlisle,  PA) 


DUNE  16,17,18 
MAT TOON,  IL 

7th  annual  Kaskaskia  River  Dancer  Pow  Wow  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL 
$11,500  contest  money,  for  trader  set  up  or  info  contact  Pat  Gaines 
1-800-500-4599 


Date:  Mon,  10  Apr  2000  11:18:14  -0400 

From:  "Deborah  Richards"  <richards@radmail . harvard . edu> 

Sub j : SEMINAR:  The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  Montreal,  5.29-31.00 
Hi  Gary, 

I got  this  from  the  H-Amindian  listserv.  Thought  some  folks  on  WI  might 
be  interested.  Hope  all  is  well. 

Debbie 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  19:30:00  -0700 

From:  "H-AMINDIAN  (D.  Wendel  Cox)"  <amind@h-net2 . msu . edu> 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

ADVANCED  STUDY  INSTITUTE 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

May  29  - 31,  2000 

Institute  of  Community  & Family  Psychiatry 
4333  Cite  Ste  Catherine  Road,  Montreal,  H3T  1E4 

Around  the  world,  indigenous  peoples  have  experienced  rapid  culture  change, 
marginalization  and  absorption  into  a global  economy  with  little  regard  for 
their  autonomy.  Cultural  discontinuity  has  been  linked  to  high  rates  of 
depression,  alcoholism,  suicide,  and  violence  in  many  communities,  with  the 
most  dramatic  impact  on  youth.  Despite  these  challenges,  many  communities 
have  done  well.  This  meeting  will  bring  together  experts  from  Canada  and 
other  countries  to  discuss  the  value  of  the  perspectives  of  social  and 
cultural  psychiatry  for  understanding  the  factors  that  promote  mental  health 
or  lead  to  psychological  distress  in  indigenous  populations  and  communities. 

This  three  day  seminar  will  be  of  interest  to  researchers,  health 
professionals  and  planners  engaged  in  mental  health  promotion  and 
intervention  for  First  Nations  and  Inuit  communities  of  Canada  and  other 
indigenous  peoples.  An  international  faculty  will  address  a wide  range  of 
issues  including: 

- social  origins  of  and  responses  to  distress 

- transformations  of  identity  and  community 


- models  for  collaborative  research,  mental  health  services  & health 
promotion 


Guest  Faculty  to  Include: 

+ Naomi  Adelson,  Ph.D.  York  University,  author  of  Being  Alive  Well:  Health 
and  the  Politics  of  Cree  Well-Being. 

+ Louis- Jacques  Dorais,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Laval,  Editor-in-chief  of 
Etudes/Inuit/Studies,  author  of  Quaqtaq:  Modernity  and  Identity  in  an 
Inuit  Community. 

+ Ernest  Hunter,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Public  Health,  University  of 
Queensland . 

+ Joseph  Kaufert,  Ph.D.  Depts.  of  Community  Health  Sciences  & Anthropology, 
University  of  Manitoba. 

+ Jane  McKendrick,  M.D.  Director,  Resource  Unit  for  Indigenous  Mental 
Health  Education  & Research,  University  of  Melbourne. 

+ John  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Director,  Northern  Health  Unit, 

University  of  Manitoba. 

+ Theresa  D.  O'Neil,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Oregon,  author  of  Disciplined 
Hearts:  History,  Identity,  and  Depression  in  an  American  Indian 
Community. 

+ Gail  Guthrie  Valaskakis,  Ph.D.,  Director  of  Research,  Aboriginal  Healing 
Foundation,  Ottawa. 

+ James  B.  Waldram,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Native  Studies,  University  of 
Saskatchewan,  author  of  The  Way  of  the  Pipe:  Aboriginal  Spirituality  and 
Symbolic  Healing  in  Canadian  Prisons,  and  Aboriginal  Health  in  Canada: 
Historical,  Cultural  and  Epidemiological  Perspectives. 

+ Cornelia  Wieman,  M.D.,  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McMaster  University, 

Chair  of  the  Native  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Canadian  Psychiatric 
Association . 

+ T.  Kue  Young,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Professor  & Head,  Dept.  Community  Health 
Sciences,  University  of  Manitoba,  author  The  Health  of  Native  Americans: 
Towards  a Biocultural  Epidemiology;  The  Circumpolar  Inuit:  Health  of  a 
Population  in  Transition. 

To  Register:  complete  this  form  and  enclose  a current  curriculum  vitae  and  a 
check  for  the  course  fee  of  $200  ($100  for  full-time  students  with  proof  of 
status)  made  out  to:  Department  of  Psychiatry,  McGill  University  and  mail 
to:  Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry,  1033  Pine  Ave.  West, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  H3A  1A1.  (For  info:  514-398-7302;  Fax:  514-398-4370) 

Name: 


Title/Affiliation : 


Address : 


Tel: Fax: 

E-mail: 


Status  (check  one)  Full-time  student/ 

Health  Professional/ Academic/ Researcher 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

McGill  Summer  Program  in  Social  & Cultural  Psychiatry 

Advanced  Study  Institute 

The  Mental  Health  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

SCHEDULE 

Monday,  May  29  * Social  Origins  of  Distress 
9:00-9:30  Opening  Address  * Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 
9:30-10:00  Colonization,  Marginalization  & Technocratic  Control  * 
Laurence  J.  Kirmayer 

10:00-10:45  "S<caron>the  deep  sleep  of  forgetfulness":  Reflecting  on 
Disremembering  * Ernest  Hunter 
10:45-11:00  Break 

11:00-11:30  Effects  of  Organized  Violence  on  the  Quechua  of  the 


Peruvian  Andes  - Duncan  Pedersen 

11:30-12:15  The  Legacy  of  the  "Stolen  Generations"  * lane  McKendrick 
12:15-1:00  Discussion  * T.  Kue  Young,  Gail  Valaskakis 

Tuesday,  May  30  * Individual  and  Collective  Responses  to  Suffering 
9:00-9:45  Suicide  among  Australian  Aboriginals  * Ernest  Hunter 
9:45-10:15  Aboriginal  Identity  & the  Construction  of  Fetal  Alcohol 
Syndrome  * Caroline  Tait 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  Lakota  Psychology  in  Colonial  Context  * Theresa  O'Neil 
11:15-12:00  Discussion  * Laurence  Kirmayer,  Allan  Young 
Transformations  of  Identity  & Community 

1:30-2:00  Healing  the  "Aboriginal"  Offender:  Identity  Construction 
Through  Therapeutic  Practice  * Gregory  Brass 

2:00-2:45  "Culture"  in  Cross-cultural  Counselling  * lames  Waldram 
2:45-3:00  Break 

3:00-3:30  Towards  a Recuperation  of  Souls  & Bodies:  Community  Healing  & 
the  Interplay  of  Faith  & History  * Naomi  Adelson 

3:30-4:00  Negotiating  Health:  Meanings  of  "Building  a Healthy  Community" 
in  Igloolik  * Kristiann  Allen 

4:00-5:00  Discussion  * Louis- Jacques  Dorais,  Kristin  Norget 

Wednesday,  May  31  * Models  for  Collaborative  Research  & Mental  Health 
Services 

9:00-9:45  Working  in  Partnership:  Innovative  Collaborative  Research 
Between  Aboriginal  Communities  and  an  Academic  Unit  * lane  McKendrick 
9:45-10:15  Ethical  Issues  in  Language  Interpretation  for  Aboriginal 
People  in  Mental  Health  Care  * Joseph  Kaufert 
10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:15  A First  Nations  Mental  Health  Clinic  * Cornelia  Wieman 

11:15-12:00  Discussion:  John  OINeil,  Joseph  Couture 

12:00-12:30  Closing  *Paul  Tekarontakeh  Delaronde 

Laurence  J.  Kirmayer,  MD 

Professor  & Director 

Division  of  Social  & Transcultural  Psychiatry 

McGill  University 

Editor-in-Chief 

Transcultural  Psychiatry 

1033  Pine  Ave.  West 

Montreal,  Quebec  H3A  1A1 

TEL:  514-398-7302 

FAX:  514-398-4370 

++++  Visit  our  web  page  at  www.mcgill.ca/psychiatry/transcultural 
Gregory  M.  Brass 

Coordinator,  Native  Mental  Health  Research  Team 

Culture  and  Mental  Health  Research  Unit 

Sir  Mortimer  B.  Davis  - Jewish  General  Hospital 

4333  Cote  Ste-Catherine  Rd 

Montreal  Quebec  H3T  1E14 

514  340-8222  x 5246 

Fax  340-7503 

E-mail:  mice@musica.mcgill.ca 
E-mail:  Saulteaux@hotmail.com 

www.mcgill . c a/ psychiatry /transcultural /native. html 

Deborah  A.  Richards 
Manuscript  Processor 
Schlesinger  Library 

Radcliffe  Institute  for  Advanced  Study 
10  Garden  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
617-495-8647 
richards@radcliffe. edu 
http: //www. radcliffe.edu/ sc hies 


Date:  Sun,  09  Han  2000  00:31:03  -0800 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Sub j : Powwow  2000:  Remembering  Carlisle  Indian  School 

To  all  my  weekly  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients: 

POWWOW  2000 

Plans  are  in  full  swing  for  the  upcoming  Memorial  Day  weekend  powwow  at 
the  Carlisle  Barracks,  site  of  the  former  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

Take  a minute  to  check  out  what's  happening  in  Carlisle  May  26-May  28  by 
visiting  the  web  site  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis/powwow.html. 

There  is  still  vendor  space  available  for  anyone  interested  in 
participating.  Registration  forms  for  dancers  and  vendor  applications 
may  be  downloaded  at  the  web  site. 

Other  activities  surrounding  the  events  include  special  features  in  the 
May  2000  issue  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  and  a film  festival 
featuring  Native  American  films  at  the  Carlisle  Theatre  in  downtown 
Carlisle . 

Hope  to  see  you  in  May! 

Barbara 


Date:  Sat,  20  May  2000  07:11:41  -0600 
From:  Adell  Kinsman  <adell@sunsinger.com> 

Sub j : Three  Events  to  Happen  in  the  Black  Hills 

Please  read  and  distribute  this  announcement.  Thank  you 


Three  events  will  be  taking  place  in  the  "Heart  of  Everything  That  Is" 
(Black  Hills)  during  the  month  of  Dune.  They  will  be  held  in  the  same 
general  area  and  are  joining  together  to  honor  Global  Unity  and  Our 
Mother  Earth. 


World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  - Dune  18th-21st  in  the  Black  Hills. 
http://www.worldpeaceday.com/2000/ 

Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  - Dune  19th-22nd  in  the  Black  Hills. 
http://www.journeybacktotheheart.com 

Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes/Gathering  of  Eagles  - Dune  22nd-25th  in  the 
Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota. 

http: //www. sunsinger.com/bhcom/gatherings . shtml 


World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  Gathering: 

This  Gathering  will  be  held  Dune  18th-21st  in  the  Black  Hills.  Chief 
Arvol  Looking  Horse  has  issued  an  invitation  for  people  of  all  faiths  to 
gather  at  their  sacred  sites,  or  pray  in  their  own  manner  for  global 
peace  and  healing  on  Dune  21,  2000.  "As  keeper  of  the  19th  generation 
Sacred  White  Buffalo  Pipe  of  Peace,  I,  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the 
Lakota,  Nakota  and  Dakota  Nation,  would  like  to  invite  the  world  to 
recognize  Dune  21st  as  a day  of  prayer  for  global  healing.  Please 
create  a gathering  in  your  community,  no  matter  what  belief  in  the 
Creator  - Unite  globally  to  honor  and  heal  all  life.  May  peace  be  with 
you  all." 

WPPD  web  site:  http://www.worldpeaceday.com/2000/ 


Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  Gathering: 

People  will  journey  from  the  four  directions  to  gather  in  unity  to  pray 
and  to  reaffirm  their  belief  in  the  Creator.  And  as  people  journey  from 
the  West,  North,  East  and  South  they  will  be  guided  spiritually  by  the 
Wisdom  of  the  Ancestors,  the  Teachers  of  the  Sacred  Ways,  the  Keepers  of 
all  that  is  Sacred  to  all  people.  It  is  a place  where  we  will  send  our 
voices  and  our  prayers  as  one  people.  We  shall  come  together  in  the  He 
Sapa,  the  Black  Hills,  where  we  shall  accept  all  men  and  all  women  into 
the  Sacred  Circle.  It  is  here  that  we  shall  fulfill  the  vision  of 


Mitakuye  Oyasin,  We  Are  All  Related.  Spiritual  Leaders  are  working 
toward  coming  together  at  the  center,  during  the  Summer  Solstice  (Dune 
19-22,  2000)  for  a Spiritual  Conference,  World  Healing  Ceremonies,  and 
World  Prayer  for  Global  Peace,  Respect,  and  Unity.  If  you  are  unable  to 
make  this  Dourney  to  the  Black  Hills,  we  are  asking  our  relatives  to 
begin  this  ceremony  on  Dune  19  through  the  22,  2000  over  the  Summer 
Solstice.  Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  web  site: 
http://www.journeybacktotheheart.com/ 

Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes  / Gathering  of  Eagles: 

The  Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes  is  a Gathering  of  all  People  from  all 
Nations  uniting  Spiritually  through  sharing  and  respecting  each  other's 
traditions  and  philosophies  of  life.  We  reach  out  to  like-minded 
individuals,  with  the  prayer  that  the  establishment  of  a strong 
foundation  of  understanding  is  important  to  all  of  us.  We  are  trying  to 
do  our  best  for  the  seven  generations  to  come,  as  well  as  teach  our 
children  and  grandchildren  in  ways  that  will  help  them  to  protect  the 
generations  in  front  of  them.  We  want  the  Elders,  the  Spiritual 
Leaders,  the  Nations  to  come  forth  and  share  their  knowledge  with  us,  so 
that  each  of  us  will  be  stronger,  and  more  aware  of  our  responsibilities 
for  the  future  generations.  This  Gathering  is  a prayer,  and  all  of  us 
will  help  make  it  happen  in  a good  way. 

In  Unity, 

Adell  Kinsman 

Sun  Singer  web  site 

http: //www. sunsinger.com 


Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  07:25:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Duly  4th  - Full  Circle  Celebration  of  Native  America 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

MA-NA-TA-KA 

EVENT:  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 
DATE:  Friday  Dune  30th, 2000  ~ 4 th  of  Duly  weekend! 

PLACE:  The  Convention  Center,  Manataka,  Arkansas, 

Hot  Springs  National  Park. 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  people  of  the  land  made  pilgrimages 
to  MA-NA-TA-KA,  The  Place  of  Peace,  The  Valley  of  the  Vapors, 

The  Great  Gathering  Place,  The  Place  of  the  Healing  Waters, 

Home  of  the  Rainbow  Woman. 

According  to  researchers,  over  34  language  groups  traveled 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  in  great  councils 
at  Manataka.  The  sights  they  beheld  were  unbelievably 
beautiful.  The  experiences  they  cherished  were  remembered 
in  song  and  dance  for  generations! 

For  the  first  time  in  over  200  years,  this  will  be  the  first  of 
many  more  to  come. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native  America  is  a depiction 
of  what  our  culture  was,  and  what  it  is  today.  FULL  CIRCLE 
is  the  story  of  Manataka,  told  in  song,  dance,  and  story 
telling.  The  performance  is  extremely  dynamic,  moving  and 
a thunderstorm  of  color!  Representing  dozens  of  American 
Indian  Nations  are  musicians,  dancers,  singers,  and  story 
tellers,  who  touch  the  audience  with  tears,  joy,  excitement 
beyond  description. 

The  combination  of  pounding  drums,  jingling  dancer's  feet, 
awe  inspiring  stories  of  ancient  tradition  make  for  an  evening 
of  fantastic  edu-tainment . FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native 
America  will  be  a spectacular  event  to  remember! 


FEATURING: 

BILL  (Ghostdance)  MILLER 


Bill  Miller  is  the  winner  of  five  1999  Native  American  Indian 
music  awards  including:  Artist  of  the  year.  Best  Male  Artist, 

Folk  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  and  Song  writer  of  the  Year. 

GAYLE  ROSS 

Gayle  Ross  is  a wonderfully  moving  and  fantastically  funny  story 
teller  of  the  Cherokee.  Her  works  have  been  enjoyed  by  audiences 
all  over  the  country. 

ECHOES  OF  EARTH  AND  SKY 

Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky;  features  two-world  class  fancy  dancers. 
Rob  Greyhill  (Navajo)  and  Jennifer  Meness  ( Algonquin).  Awesome 
examples  of  Native  artistry  are  intertwined  with  enchanting  songs 
and  fascinating  stories  of  creation,  love,  and  adventures. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  DANCE  COMPANY 

The  Great  American  Indian  Dance  Company;  is  a fantastic  group 
just  back  from  a tour  of  Europe  where  they  received  standing 
ovations  at  every  show.  The  Great  American  Indian  Dancers  are 
the  best  powwow  performers  in  the  nation! 

THE  SELECT  CHOIR  - CHEROKEE  CHILDRENS  CHOIR 

The  Select  Choir;  is  20  children  dressed  full  regalia  that  perform 
Indian  sign  language  in  the  beautiful  Cherokee  language. 

TICKET  INFORMATION 

The  GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  10:30  p.m.,  free,  no 

admission  charge! 

A MATINEE  SHOW  - Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky  with  Gayle 
Ross  starts  at  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  go  on  sale  May  1st, 2000. 

DOORS  OPEN  TO  THE  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICA  AT  7:30  P.M.  Tickets  go  on  sale 
May  1st, 2000. 

Children  and  adults  will  be  given  a special  opportunity  to  see 
and  participate  in  the  Great  American  Indian  Craft  Exposition. 

They  will  see  American  Indians  make  jewelry,  clothing,  hunting 
weapons,  baskets  and  many  other  crafts.  They  will  see  real 
life-size  tepees  and  hear  special  presentations. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  tickets,  please  send  us  your 
name  and  address,  telephone  number  and  email  address. 

Tell  us  how  many  reserved  and/or  general  admission  tickets 
you  need.  E-mail  MANATAKA@HOTMAIL.COM 

To  purchase  tickets  by  phone,  dial  TOLL  FREE  1-888-747-9185 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted  please  have  your  card  ready! 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by:  Manataka  American  Indian 
Council,  Hot  Springs  Art  Center 

VENDOR  INFORMATION  ~ GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN 
CRAFT  EXPOSITION  ~ FRIDAY  , JUNE  30,2000 
HOT  SPRINGS  CONVENTION  CENTER 
HOT  SPRINGS  NATIONAL  PARK,  ARKANSAS 

The  MAIC  will  spend  thousands  of  dollars  and  hundreds 
of  man  hours  advertising  and  promoting  this  event  by  radio, 
television,  newspaper,  magazines,  posters,  flyers,  table 
tents,  post  cards  and  the  internet.  We  anticipate  a crowd 
of  5,000  to  6,500. 

FULL  CIRCLE  will  be  the  largest  event  of  its  kind  ever 
produced  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

The  people  of  Arkansas  are  starving  for  a live  American 
Indian  experience.  Our  experienced  professionals,  staff 
members  and  volunteers  are  dedicated  to  providing  you 
and  the  general  public  with  quality  production.  We 
welcome  your  questions  and  comments. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a spectacular  performance  , large 


crowds  and  a event  filled  with  blessings  for  everyone.  If  you 
wish  to  participate  a vendor,  please  read  the  following: 

Special  lodging  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a limited 
number  of  vendors  at  $20.00  per  person  per  night.  First  come 
first  serve  basis. 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

Copy,  cut,  and  paste  the  following  application. 

Send  it  by  e-mail  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 
Drag  your  mouse  over  the  text  holding  down  the  button, 
this  marks  the  text.  Once  marked,  hit  the  "control"  key 
and  the  "C"  key  at  the  same  time,  this  copies  the  text. 

Go  to  email  and  hit  the  "control"  key  and  the  "V"  key 
at  the  same  time,  this  pastes  the  text. 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
VENDOR  APPLICATION  FORM 

PLEASE  CLEARLY  PRINT  OR  TYPE. 

FILL  IN  ALL  BLANKS. 

Name: Telephone^  ) 

Address: State: Zip: 

Tribe: Agency: 

E-mail: Sponsored  by: 

Number  of  Booth  Spaces: Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 

For  more  information  send  email  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub  j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 


Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 


cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 


25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

DULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONDUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Dacksonville,  IL 


HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  DUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99(3yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 


Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana , Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Friday 
8 PM 


Grand  Entry 
Saturday 

1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 
Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

3r . Girl ' s Cloth 
3r.  Boys  Straight 
3r.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Friday  Night 
49  Contest 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Coordinator 


Activities 

Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning  Sunday  Morning 

Stop  Dance  Leader  Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Horseshoe 

Bridget  Cook  Tournament 

Coordinator  Chrisie  & Wayne 

(Ages  3-12)  Blalock 

Coordinators 


Shell  Shaker 
Contests  Day 
Blalock 
Coordinator 


Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Henry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I've  got  so  far. . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Lower  South- 


Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 


HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 


Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  2000  21:43:15  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Spring  & Summer  Events  Update 

Native  American  Festivals 

~The  following  is  a list  of  Late  Spring/Early  Summer  events  that  I omitted 
from  earlier  postings- 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 


Date:  Fri,  21  Apr  2000  22:03:35  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : More  Spring  & Summer  Updates 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  Damie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 

May  26-28:  Grand  Pow  Wow  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  at  Lions  Club  Park,  Hwy. 

160  East,  Alton,  MO. 

Sponsored  by  Lost  Cherokees  of  Arkansas  & Missouri,  Lions  Club  of  Alton,  and 
the  Missouri  Humanities  of  Art.  Special  Guest:  actor  Larry  Sellers  (Cloud 
Dancing).  $2,000.00  cash  drawing  on  Saturday  night  (must  be  present  to  win). 
HSD:  Soldier  Creek  Singers;  MC:  Orville  Kirk;  AD:  Dim  Vinyard;  HM:  Dim 
Peters;  HL:  Shelly  Allen;  HGD:  Stanley  Dohn  "Redshirt";  Head  Boy:  Ben  Bear; 
Head  Girl:  Mary  Katharine  Bear;  Princess:  Mary  Bighorse  Dr.  Admission:  $6.00 
- adults;  $3.00  - children  under  12  & seniors  over  60;  children  under  3 & 
Scouts  in  uniform  admitted  free..  Schedule:  Friday,  5pm  - 10pm;  Saturday, 
11am  - 10pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 6pm.  Info:  (918)  336-9217. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 


Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 


Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www.redearth.org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  10-11:  Cullman  County  Indian  Festival,  at  Smith  Lake  Park,  Cullman,  AL. 
Sponsored  by  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  -6pm;  Sunday 
10am  -5pm.  MC:  Richard  White  Wolf  Pyle;  HD:  White  Horse  Singers;  FP:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  Also  featuring:  Steve  Edges  of  the  American  Indian  Museum,  Bankhead 
National  Forest  archaeologist  Dean  Allen,  and  Dave  White  Wolf  Trezak.  Camp 
sites  available.  Info:  Billy  Shaw,  8251  Co.  Road  310,  Cullman,  AL  35057  or 
(256)  737-9163. 

Dune  10-11:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  Blevins  Field,  Delbarton,  WV.  Sponsored 
by  the  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  & the  City  of 
Delbarton.  Free  admission.  Camping  available.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL: 

Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw;  HD:  Mother 
Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  GE:  noon  on  Saturday;  1pm  on 
Sunday.  Vendor  info:  applel0@aol.com;  General  info:  wkngbear@cwv.net. 

Dune  16-17:  Union  Grove  Pow  Wow,  Van  Hoy  Family  Campgrounds,  Union  Grove, 

NC.  Info:  Tim  Deane  (423)  932-0908. 


Date:  Sun,  23  Apr  2000  16:31:50  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub  j : More  Events  Updates 

May  26-27:  Spavinaw  Days  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  Hwy.  82,  21  miles  south  of 
Vinita,  OK.  Info:  Damie  Wagnon  (918)  253-3327. 

May  26-28:  Delaware  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Copan,  OK.  Info:  Delaware  Tribal  Office 
(918)  336-5272. 

May  26-28:  Rockome  Gardens  Pow  Wow,  Areola,  IL.  Info:  Rockome  Gardens,  125 
North  Co.  Road  4252,  Areola,  IL  61910. 

May  27-28:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow  Wow,  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3028  or  (888)  291-0632. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www.redearth.org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 


May  27:  Upper  Mattaponi  Spring  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Upper  Mattaponi  Tribal 
Grounds,  King  William,  VA.  Info:  (804)  769-2408  or  (757)  595-2602. 

May  26-28:  Lumbee  Spring  Pow  Wow,  Lumberton,  NC.  Info:  (910)  521-2562. 

May  29:  March  to  Save  Moccasin  Bend,  from  the  mental  hospital  on  Moccasin 
Bend  to  downtown  Chattanooga,  TN.  The  march  is  about  3 miles  long.  If  you 
can't  make  the  march,  you  can  still  buy  a "Save  the  Bend!  2000"  t-shirt  for 
$10.00  from  the  Chattanooga  InterTribal  Association.  CITA's  address  is:  PO 
Box  1063,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401.  For  voicemail  with  meetings  & activities 
schedule,  call:  (423)  954-2376. 

Dune  2-4:  Honor  the  Horses  Pow  Wow,  Caimbridge,  OH.  HD:  Rocky  Fork  Singers; 
Invited  Drums:  Mother  Earth  Beat,  Shining  Star  Singers.  All  Drums  welcome, 
all  vendors  welcome.  Free  vending.  Info:  (740)  492-5746. 

Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  3-4:  Black  Earth  Native  American  Heritage  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Moratoc 
Park,  Williamston,  NC.  Info:  (252)  793-1359. 

Dune  9-10:  Occaneechi-Saponi  Spring  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  Hillsborough,  NC. 
Info:  (919)  304-3273. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www. redearth . org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  10-11:  Cullman  County  Indian  Festival,  at  Smith  Lake  Park,  Cullman,  AL. 
Sponsored  by  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  -6pm;  Sunday 
10am  -5pm.  MC:  Richard  White  Wolf  Pyle;  HD:  White  Horse  Singers;  Also 
featuring:  Steve  Edges  of  the  American  Indian  Museum,  Bankhead  National 
Forest  archaeologist  Dean  Allen,  and  Dave  White  Wolf  Trezak.  Note:  Tommy 
Wildcat  will  not  be  at  this  pow  wow  due  to  another  commitment.  Camp  sites 
available.  Info:  Billy  Shaw,  8251  Co.  Road  310,  Cullman,  AL  35057  or  (256) 
737-9163. 

Dune  10-11:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  Blevins  Field,  Delbarton,  WV.  Sponsored 
by  the  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  & the  City  of 
Delbarton.  Free  admission.  Camping  available.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL: 

Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw;  HD:  Mother 
Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  GE:  noon  on  Saturday;  1pm  on 
Sunday.  Vendor  info:  applel0@aol.com;  General  info:  wkngbear@cwv.net. 

Dune  14-Aug.  26:  Unto  These  Hills  Outdoor  Drama,  on  US  441  at  Drama  Road, 
Cherokee,  NC.  A performance  covering  the  history  of  the  Cherokee  from  1540 
to  the  days  of  removal  in  the  1830' s.  Performed  8:30pm  nightly,  except 
Sunday.  Info:  (828)  497-2111  or  e-mail:  cheratt@dnet.net.  Website: 
www . dnet/~cheratt . 

Dune  16-17:  American  Indian  Cultural  Association  of  North  Carolina  Pow  Wow, 
Van  Hoy  Family  Campgrounds,  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  (423)  932-0908,  or  (828) 
464-5579. 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 


first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  spaces  are  still  available. 
Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 

Dune  17:  Mattaponi  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Mattaponi  Indian  Reservation,  King 
William  County,  VA.  Info:  Mattaponi  Heritage  Foundation  (804)  769-7745/fax: 
769-0924.  E-mail:  leagle@inna.net. 

Dune  17-18:  Nansemond  American  Indian  Festival,  Chesapeake  City  Park, 
Chesapeake,  VA.  Held  in  conjunction  with  OpSail2000  - Dune  16-20  - the 
largest  Tall  Ship  & Maritime  event  in  history.  Info:  (757)  393-1637,  or 
e-mail:  fbright@aquik.net  or  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com. 

Dune  17-18:  Sweetwater  Creek  Native  American  Festival,  at  Sweetwater  Creek 
State  Park,  Lithia  Springs,  GA.  Info:  (770)  775-3027. 

Dune  25:  March  to  Save  Moccasin  Bend,  Chattanooga,  TN.  Info:  Chattanooga 
InterTribal  Association,  PO  Box  1063,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401,  or  e-mail: 
cita@chattanooga.net.  Website:  www.chattanooga.net/cita/mb/. 

Duly  8-9:  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  Pow  Wow,  at  Fairlee, 
WV.  HD:  Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum;  HM:  Larry  Two 
Rivers;  HL:  Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw. 
Info:  Wayne  (304)  342-0884  or  Mel  (304)  683-3647,  or  e-mail: 
applel0@aol.com. 

Duly  23:  March  to  Save  Moccasin  Bend,  Chattanooga,  TN.  See  May  29  & Dune  25 
listings  for  further  details. 

Duly  29:  Native  American  Festival,  at  Fairy  Stone  Park,  VA.  Info:  (540) 
629-2071. 

Aug.  19-20:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  at  Lone  Star  Lakes  Lodge, 
Chuckatuck,  VA.  Free  admission  & free  parking.  GE:  12:00  noon,  dancing  til 
6:00pm.  Info:  Chief  Earl  Bass  (757)  393-1637  or  Debbie  Smith  (757)  421-3160, 
or  e-mail:  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com,  or  write:  Nansemond  Tribal 
Association,  PO  Box  2095,  Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Aug.  20:  March  to  Save  Moccasin  Bend,  Chattanooga,  TN.  See  May  29  & Dune  25 
listings  for  contacts. 

Aug.  26:  Bishigendan  Akii  (Respect  the  Earth)  American  Indian  Festival,  Town 
Point  Park,  Norfolk,  VA.  Info:  Biah  Seminole  (757)  425-7992  or  Festevents 
(757)  441-2345. 

^ ^ ^ rKj 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Sun,  21  May  2000  02:29:31  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics  plus  get  Native  Radio  in  your  community 


Want  Indian  programming  in  your  area  . . . check  out  our  page  on  Low  Powered 


FM  radio  stations  at  http://nativetelecom.org/policy/lpfm.html  or  go  to 
www.fcc.gov  for  more  info  ... 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 5/22:  New  Mexico  Fires: 

The  Cerro  Grande  fire  that  has  torched  nearly  fifty  thousand  acres  in 
northern  New  Mexico  has  moved  into  Indian  Country  on  Santa  Clara  Pueblo 
land.  The  blaze  is  burning  sites  held  sacred  by  the  pueblo  and  is 
jeopardizing  their  subsistent  way  of  life.  How  will  the  people  rebuild  once 
the  inferno  is  stopped?  Invited  guests  include  New  Mexico  Governor  Gary 
lohnson . 

TUE  - 5/23:  Auctioning  Indian  Artifacts  on  the  Net: 

There  are  several  Internet  auction  sites  selling  off  rare  Native  American 
antiquities.  Anyone  can  bid  on  religious  artifacts,  burial  items  and  other 
sacred  objects  and  with  little  or  no  regulation  of  Internet  auction  sites. 
Native  peoples  have  little  chance  of  stopping  these  unethical  sales.  What 
can  be  done  to  stop  the  Internet  sale  of  Native  American  artifacts?  Invited 
guests  include  Wolf  Little  Hawk  of  the  American  Indian  Information  and 
Resource  Network. 

WED  - 5/24:  Internet  Gambling  on  the  Rez: 

As  Native  America  attempts  to  bridge  the  digital  divide,  it  also  has  its 
eyes  on  bringing  revenue  onto  the  reservation.  Could  Internet  gaming  on 
Indian  land  be  the  answer?  Some  tribes  are  preparing  for  the  day  when 
outsiders  can  log  on  to  www.tribesname.com  and  gamble  at  their  leisure. 
Tribes  have  declared  victory  in  many  areas  of  gaming,  are  they  ready  to 
rumble  with  the  states  and  the  gaming  industry  online?  Guests  include  lacob 
Coin  of  the  Hopi  Tribe,  director  of  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Association. 
THU  - 5/25:  The  Embryo  Body  Shop: 

The  cloning  of  human  embryos  for  research  could  lead  to  the  production  of 
spare  human  body  parts.  Researchers  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  ready  to 
start  producing  human  creatures  solely  for  harvesting  body  parts  and 
organs.  Critics  of  this  technology  say  we  have  overstepped  our  moral  and 
ethical  boundaries  and  are  courting  genetic  disaster.  Should  we  be  creating 
human  organisms  for  harvesting  spare  body  parts?  Guests  TBA. 

FRI  - 5/26:  Enjoying  Summer  Time  with  Your  Family?: 

It's  that  time  of  year.  The  children  are  finishing  up  school.  People  are 
anxious  to  get  their  yards  cleaned  up  and  their  gardens  planted  and  many 
families  are  planning  a summer  vacation  for  the  family.  Whether  or  not  you 
still  have  to  work  during  the  summer,  it's  a good  time  to  take  advantage  of 
the  extra  daylight  hours  and  spend  quality  time  with  your  family.  How  can 
parents  make  extra  efforts  to  make  summer  a special  time  for  their 
families?  loin  loaqlin  Estus  on  the  next  "Wellness  Edition"  of  Native 
America  Calling. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Bob  Lancaster,  Martha  E Ture,  Larry  Innes,  lohn  Wm  Sloniker,  Bob  Dorman, 
Marsha  Monestersky,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  lohn  Berry,  Chris  Milda, 

Liz  Pollard,  Honor  Earth,  Sumer  W Cree,  Lona,  Nokwisa,  Eric  Martin, 

Nancy  Thomas,  Gary  Smith,  lanet  Smith,  lohn  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:49:28  2000 
Date:  Tue,  30  May  2000  19:08:22  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.023 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  KOLA  Newslist,  Indianz  elist. 
Big  Mountain  & LPDC  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http : //usnewspapers . about . com/library/weekly/aa052300a . htm 
http : //www. pac inter . net /users /o sir is/medwheel/medwheel . html 
http : //www . denverpost . com/ news/ news0523i . htm 
http : //www .dispatch . com/news/ newsf ea00/may00/ 291382 . html 
http : //www. indiancountry . com/ articles/perspective- 2000- 5 -24- 2 . shtml 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"The  whites  were  always  trying  to  make  the  Indians  give  up  their  life 
and  live  like  the  white  men  - go  to  farming,  work  hard  and  do  as  they 
did  - and  the  Indians  did  not  know  how  to  do  that,  and  did  not  want  to 
anyway. " 

"If  the  Indians  had  tried  to  make  the  whites  live  like  them,  the  whites 
would  have  resisted,  and  it  was  the  same  with  many  Indians." 

Wamditanka  (Big  Eagle),  Santee  Sioux 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
t Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 


to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+.  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  ..  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


lourney 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I like  humor  as  much  as  the  next  Indian.  But  there's  an  appropriate  time 
and  place  for  certain  kinds  of  humor,  and  a kind  of  humor  that's  out  of 
place  anywhere.  Indians  ought  to  be  especially  sensitive  to  it,  because 
we  have  been  the  butt  of  this  humor  for  ages--it's  the  bigoted  kind  of 
humor  that  belittles  a whole  group  of  people  because  they  are  different. 

I won't  give  names  or  places,  but  I recently  observed  a whole  group  of 
mixed-blood  Indian  people  at  a "family  gathering,"  drive  off  their  one 
traditional  elder  by  cracking  inappropriate  ethnic  jokes  that  insulted  her 
son . 

The  particular  target  of  those  jokes  was  another  of  my  pet  peeves. 

Let's  get  something  straight  here.  Native  peoples  did  not  draw  the 
boundaries  between  the  U.S.  and  Mexico,  yet  I've  heard  Native  people 
around  my  area  making  or  condoning  ridiculing  or  hostile  remarks  about 
"Mexicans"  and  "illegal  aliens."  Who  are  Mexicans  but  the  descendants  of 
indigenous  tribal  peoples  who  happened  to  live  in  an  area  the  Spanish 
invaded?  How  does  this  make  them  less  deserving  of  respect  and  support 
than  the  indigenous  tribal  peoples  from  areas  British  and  other  Europeans 
invaded?  The  answer  is  so  obvious  to  me  that  I have  a really  hard  time 
understanding  why  other  tribal  people  cannot  see  it. 

When  this  elder  brought  a son  she  had  raised  who'd  married  and  had 
children  of  his  own  to  meet  her  "hometown  family,"  the  weekend  started  off 
well.  Lots  of  good  times,  good  drum,  good  dancing.  One  group,  an  inner 
circle,  were  conversing  together  with  the  kinfolks  when  the  "humor" 
started- -ridiculing  illegal  aliens.  Perhaps  the  comedians  and  their 
laughing  buddies  did  not  know  that  the  son  and  his  wife  were  half  Mexican. 
Perhaps  they  did  and  had  forgotten.  Perhaps  they  thought  Mexicans  who  had 
come  to  this  country  legally  despised  their  desperate  cousins  who  came 
without  permission.  Perhaps  they  were  so  accustomed  to  bigotry  that  it 
never  crossed  their  mind  to  give  it  a second  thought. 

Whatever,  the  case,  they  offended  the  son  and  his  wife,  and  they  shamed 
their  elder.  She  turned  her  back  on  them,  probably  forever.  And  they 
deserve  it.  I cannot  imagine  how  painful  it  must  have  been  to  watch  her 
child  be  insulted  at  the  hands  of  people  she  considered  family.  Even  then. 


she  gave  those  people  one  last  gift  -- 

even  as  her  heart  was  breaking. 

Danet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http : //www . owlstar . com 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30417, 
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rs  Free  Press  Statute"  


Date:  Wed,  17  May  2000  12:39:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Cherokee  Nation  considers  free  press  statute 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Cherokee  Nation  considers  free  press  statute 
By  KELLY  KURT,  Associated  Press  Writer 

TULSA,  Okla.  (AP)  - Cherokee  Nation  Chief  Chad  Smith  says  if  he's  not 
doing  a good  job,  he  wants  to  read  about  in  the  tribal  newspaper. 

Tribal  lawmakers  are  considering  a statute  that  establishes  a free 
tribal  press.  The  statute  would  give  the  tribal  newspaper  license  to  print 
the  truth  about  the  tribe  "whether  it  be  good,  bad  or  ugly,"  said  Smith, 
who  made  freedom  of  the  press  an  issue  while  seeking  election  last  year  in 
the  midst  of  a bitter  tribal  dispute. 

Tribal  council  member  Mary  Flute-Cooksey  said  she  favors  the  free  press 
provision  because  of  the  fighting. 

Cherokee  Nation  Chief  Chad  Smith 

She  sided  with  Smith's  opponent,  then-Chief  Doe  Byrd,  and  felt  the 
mainstream  media's  coverage  was  one-sided  against  Byrd.  An  independent 
tribal  newspaper  could  have  provided  more  balanced  coverage,  she  said. 

"I  think  it  should  tell  everything,  not  just  the  wonderful  things  that 
happen  to  make  someone  look  good,"  she  said.  "I  think  it  should  tell  the 
true  story." 


The  act  provides  for  a press  that  is  free  from  "undue  influence"  and 
particular  political  interests.  It  creates  an  editorial  board  whose  three 
members  are  barred  from  participating  in  tribal  political  activities. 

After  discussion  at  a meeting  Monday  night  in  Tahlequah,  tribal 
lawmakers  tabled  the  issue.  Some  members  had  concerns  about  how  editorial 
board  members  would  be  nominated,  and  about  proposed  educational 
requirements  for  the  editor  and  board  members. 

Dan  Agent,  editor  of  the  quarterly  Cherokee  Advocate,  said  the  act 
establishes  an  editorially  independent  newspaper,  something  he  said  wasn't 
in  place  when  tribal  fighting  broke  out  in  February  1997. 

Agent  said  Byrd's  administration  laid  him  off  from  his  job  as  the 
tribe's  public  affairs  director  after  the  newspaper  gave  "very  balanced" 
accounts  of  the  dispute. 

"It  continued  to  publish  but  basically  had  nothing  in  there  about 
Cherokee  crisis,"  Agent  said. 

The  Cherokees'  long  newspaper  history  has  been  marked  by  tangles  between 
press  and  politics. 

The  tribe  began  publishing  the  nation's  first  Indian  newspaper  in  1828 
in  Cherokee  and  English.  When  the  tribe  split  over  whether  to  accept  or 
fight  removal  from  its  lands  in  the  South,  the  newspaper's  editor  sided 
with  removal.  Cherokee  historians  said  he  was  killed  by  opponents  after 
arrival  in  what  is  now  Oklahoma. 

Indian  tribes  are  obligated  to  provide  press  protections  under  the  1968 
federal  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act,  but  tribes  interpret  that  requirement  in 
different  ways,  said  Sam  Deloria,  director  of  the  American  Indian  Law 
Center  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 

"Obviously,  there  are  special  problems  created  when  it's  the  government 
that  owns  the  newspaper,"  Deloria  said. 

Richard  La  Course,  associate  editor  of  the  Yakama  Nation  Review  in 
Toppenish,  Wa.,  has  spent  years  studying  issues  of  free  press  in  tribal 
media . 

Before  the  Cherokee  Nation  vote,  70  of  548  federally  recognized  tribes 
had  free  press  provisions.  The  Cherokee  Nation  proposal  is  unique  its 
detail  and  in  providing  a hearing  before  the  tribe's  highest  court  before 
an  editorial  board  member  could  be  removed,  he  said. 

"This  is  the  first  time  that  the  railroad  is  laid  out  after  a potential 
train  wreck,"  he  said. 

Reporters  for  tribal  publications  face  the  challenge  of  covering 
close  knit  communities  where  they  may  have  blood  or  political  ties.  La 
Course  said.  Added  pressure  comes  from  tribal  administrators  who  control 
the  purse  strings  of  tribal  publications. 

He  said,  for  example,  that  the  Cherokee  editorial  board  created  under 
the  proposal  leaves  room  for  potential  interference  down  the  road. 

The  proposal  calls  for  three  members  appointed  by  the  chief  and 
confirmed  by  the  tribal  council  to  establish  and  enforce  editorial  policy. 
The  members  must  have  a degree  in  journalism  or  related  field. 

"If  the  full  letter  of  law  is  implemented,  it  shouldn't  go  awry,"  La 
Course  said.  "But  in  the  real  world,  things  do  go  awry." 

Smith  said  he  has  told  Agent  he  doesn't  want  to  see  what  is  going  into 
the  newspaper  and  won't  tell  him  what  to  write. 

"If  I'm  not  doing  a good  job,  he  should  be  reporting  that  to  the  people, 
the  chief  said. 

c.  2000  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Native  Americans  and  Newsroom  Diversity"  

Date:  Wed,  24  May  2000  19:39:51  -0700 
From:  Debra  Krol  <djkrol@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Something  of  interest  for  the  news-- 

Hi  Gary, 

you  should  check  out  this  site--it's  the  second  part  of  an  article  on 
the  problems  facing  Native  journalists! 

Best, 

Deb  Krol 


http : //usnewspapers . about . com/ lib rary/weekly/aa05 2300a . htm 


Pant  I:  Native  Americans  and  Newsroom  Diversity 
Dateline:  05/17/00 

Name  an  ethnic  group  that  is  seriously  under-represented  in  U.S.  newsrooms. 
Blacks?  Yes.  Hispanics?  Yes.  Asians?  Yes. 

These  are  grievous  problems  ...  but  not  surprises.  Mainstream  journalism 
organizations  such  as  the  Newspaper  Association  of  America  and  American 
Society  of  Newspaper  Editors  are  pushing  hard  to  bring  diversity  to 
newspapers.  Task  forces  are  formed.  Studies  are  underway.  And  more  minorities 
are  making  their  way  into  the  ranks  of  reporters  and  editors  every  year. 

Most  minorities  that  is. 

What  about  Native  Americans? 

The  role  of  Native  Americans  in  newsroom  diversity  is  largely  forgotten 
or  ignored.  Compared  to  other  "minority"  groups.  Native  Americans  are  true 
minorities,  making  up  only  about  1 percent  of  the  U.S  population.  However, 
no  more  than  .5  percent  of  all  reporters  and  editors  are  Native  Americans. 

And  because  of  statistical  inaccuracies,  the  number  is  probably  a lot  lower. 
And  almost  all  Native  American  journalists  work  for  tribal  news 
organizations  --  not  mainstream  newspapers. 

Don't  get  me  wrong.  There  are  some  great  Native  American  newspapers  out 
there.  My  new  Native  American  Newspapers  resource  list  links  to  a number  of 
national  publications  and  directories. 

But  some  Native  American  journalists  want  mainstream  careers. 

Unfortunately,  those  careers  don't  seem  to  be  available. 

Take  the  case  of  Ben  Winton,  a Pascua  Yaqui  Indian  who  spent  decades 

trying  to  build  a newsroom  career.  His  talent  got  him  in  the  door  at  the 

Arizona  Republic,  but  he  was  regularly  passed  over  for  promotion.  Eventually 
he  quit  newspapers  and  got  a job  in  public  relations.  Winton  is  treasurer 
of  the  Native  American  Journalists  Association. 

Winton ' s ordeal  and  the  special  problems  faced  by  Native  American 
journalists  are  well  covered  by  Kelly  Nunn  Martin  at  Free!  in  her  article 
"Native  American  journalists  say  bias,  dubious  statistics  hold  them  back." 

Martin  writes: 

Winton  believes  that  inaccurate  statistics  are  working  against  increases  of 

people  of  color  in  the  newsrooms,  and  that  ASNE  does  not  fully  realize  the 

negative  effects  of  inaccurate  statistics.  "We  are  convinced  that  they  cook 
the  books  for  the  editors,"  he  said.  He  believes  editors  of  major  newspapers 
want  the  public  to  think  they  are  effectively  representing  minorities. 

Winton  criticizes  ASNE  for  not  making  an  effort  to  provide  NAHA  (Native 
American  Journalists  Association)  with  proof  of  their  statistics. 

Also  in  her  article  Martin  interviews  Robert  McDonald,  culture  reporter  for 
the  Spokesman-Review  in  Spokane,  Wash.  McDonald  has  faced  overt  racism  in 
his  newspaper  career.  Perhaps  more  troubling  is  his  observation  about  the 
way  that  Native  Americans  are  perceived  in  newsrooms. 

Martin  writes: 

McDonald  says  that  when  some  of  his  employers  have  learned  of  his  Native 
American  background,  "they  did  not  acknowledge  me  as  a minority."  Some 
Native  Americans  report  being  told  that  they  do  not  "look  ethnic  enough"  to 
be  hired  as  minorities,  and  believe  that  they  are  easily  overlooked  in 
comparison  to  other  ethnic  groups.  Some  believe  this  may  explain  why  some 
newsrooms  aren't  making  a stronger  effort  to  hire  more  native  journalists: 
Their  presence  or  absence  is  not  always  as  obvious  as  it  is  with  people  of 
other  races. 

So  where  do  we  go  from  here?  That  the  topic  I took  up  with  Winton  and 
McDonald  in  email  interviews.  I've  published  the  interviews  in  Part  II: 

Native  Americans  and  Newsroom  Diversity. 


Part  II:  Native  Americans  and  Newsroom  Diversity 
Dateline:  05/23/00 

Last  week  in  Part  I of  this  feature  I introduced  the  issue  of  newsroom 
diversity  and  the  special  problems  faced  by  Native  American  journalists. 

A minority  among  minorities.  Native  Americans  have  largely  been  left  out 


of  newsroom  diversity  discussions.  Native  American  journalists  face  racial 
discrimination  that  is  like,  and  sometimes  very  unlike,  that  faced  by  Blacks 
and  Hispanics.  Some  Native  American  journalists  aren't  hired  or  promoted 
because  of  bigoted  managers  and  their  prejudice.  Sometimes,  Native  American 
journalists  are  passed  over  because  they  aren't  "ethnic  enough"  for 
newsrooms . 

You  can  get  a good  picture  of  the  problem  from  Kelly  Nunn  Martin  at  Free! 
in  her  article  "Native  American  journalists  say  bias,  dubious  statistics 
hold  them  back."  Interviewed  in  Martin's  piece,  and  further  interviewed  here 
at  U.S.  Newspapers  are: 

Ben  Winton,  a Pascua  Yaqui  Indian  who  spent  fruitless  decades  trying  to 
build  a newsroom  career.  Winton,  who  is  treasurer  for  the  Native  American 
Journalists  Association  (NAHA),  now  works  in  public  relations. 

Robert  McDonald,  a member  of  the  Flathead  Reservation  in  Montana  who  is 
cultures  reporter  for  The  Spokesman-Review  in  Spokane,  Wash.  In  an  earlier 
newspaper  job  McDonald  faced  open  prejudice  from  a bigoted  editor. 

I've  continued  the  conversation  with  Winton  and  McDonald  in  email 
interviews.  Looking  at  the  question  "Where  do  we  go  from  here?" 

But  before  we  get  to  that,  here's  a bit  of  feedback  on  this  issue  from  Debra 
Krol,  a free-lance  Native  American  writer  and  member  of  NAHA.  Krol  is  a 
member  of  the  Salinan  Nation  of  central  California. 

Krol  notes  three  things  that  keep  Native  American  journalists  out  of 
mainstream  media.  In  her  words: 

1)  Many  Natives  do  not  look  like  Doe  and  lane  Six-pack's  preconceived 
notions  of  how  an  Indian  is  "supposed"  to  look.  Like  any  wide-flung  group, 
say  the  Europeans,  we  encompass  hundreds  of  cultures,  lifestyles,  and  color. 
...  If  I had  an  Indian-head  nickel  for  every  time  I've  heard  the  phrase, 

"But  dearie,  you  don't  look  like  an  Indian!" 

2)  The  increasing  requirement  of  a college  degree  stands  in  the  way  of  many 
Natives;  it  seems  to  be  a 'bar'  thrown  across  our  path.  For  instance,  a 
major  newspaper  here  in  the  Southwest  has  several  reporters  who  never 
completed  their  degrees,  and  at  least  one  who  never  completed  high  school, 
yet  when  I applied  for  an  entry-level  reporter  position,  they  refused  to 
even  talk  to  me  until  I got  that  ever-elusive  degree. 

3)  Another  point  of  concern  is  that  newspapers  believe  that  they  have 
fulfilled  their  commitment  to  diversity  by  hiring  a couple  of  Hispanics. 

Now,  having  Hispanics  on  staff  is  a welcome  addition  to  newsrooms,  as  they 
are  a fast-growing  force  in  the  country.  However,  many  if  not  most  Hispanic 
reporters  do  not  know  Indian  culture,  politics,  or  economics,  and  their 
coverage  tends  to  be  as  spotty  as  that  of  white  reporters.  Yet  the  papers 
think  that  hiring  lose  Garcia  (or  Maria  Hernandez)  has  instantly  solved 
their  "Indian  Problem."  aargh-- 

Are  you  surprised  by  No.  2 on  Krol's  list  ...  the  idea  that  reporters  could 
be  hired  without  a college  degree?  Well,  it's  true.  In  fact,  I was  hired 
without  a degree,  and  I know  a few  other  daily  newspaper  reporters  who  also 
got  their  jobs  before  their  sheepskins. 

So  now  that  we  understand  the  problem,  where  do  we  go  from  here?  Let's  ask 
Winton  and  McDonald. 


For  more:  Here  are  some  links  related  to  newsroom  diversity: 

ASNE  Diversity  Survey:  Self-reported  and  voluntary  diversity  numbers  from 
newsrooms  across  the  country.  You'll  also  find  some  interesting  diversity 
resources,  including  the  "Time  Out"  program. 

NAA  Diversity:  An  index  to  NAA  diversity  resources. 

About.com  Native  American  Culture  is  a good  source  for  more  general 
information  on  Native  American  issues. 
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Email  Interview  with  Ben  Winton 


Downs:  Based  on  your  experience,  what  advice  would  you  give  to  a young 
Native  American  journalist  or  journalism  student  who  wants  a career  in 
mainstream  newspapers? 

Winton:  The  opportunities  for  Native  Americans  in  the  mainstream  print 
media  are  so  discouraging  that  I cannot  really  offer  any  hope  for  aspiring 
young  Native  American  journalists. 

As  a board  member  for  NAHA,  I've  mentored  informally  at  least  seven  such 
people  in  the  last  three  years  and  watched  all  of  them  go  through  similar 
career  struggles  as  mine.  I think  the  problem  with  advancement  of  minority 
journalists  is  widespread  and  systemic,  meaning  that  deep-seated  stereotypes 
are  strongly  held  by  ethnocentric  White  editors  with  the  power  to  hire  and 
promote. 

Plus,  the  newsroom  culture  is  extraordinarily  punishing,  regardless  of 
race.  Negative  reinforcement  is  an  ingrained  part  of  newsroom  life.  For 
example,  after  I beat  the  pants  off  the  New  York  Times  while  working  on 
unpaid  leave  for  The  Phoenix  Gazette  in  Central  America,  I was  reassigned 
to  the  night  cops  beat.  Meantime,  my  Central  America  civil  war  stories 
received  widespread  acclaim,  major  awards  and  other  recognition  outside  of 
my  own  newsroom.  "Creative  tension"  climates  that  tell  reporters  that  they 
are  never  worthy  enough  make  it  even  more  discouraging  for  Native  Americans, 
who  already  are  facing  negative  perceptions  in  the  larger  general  public, 
who  have  seriously  low  self-esteem  and  are  more  likely  to  give  up  in 
demoralization  than  the  average  White  person. 

So,  my  advice  to  young  Native  journalists  is  this:  Work  hard,  keep  your 
head  low.  Get  impeccable  academic  credentials  and  laser-sharp  clips,  but 
do  not  ever  expect  editors  to  let  you  know  you  are  good  enough  or  that  you 
have  dreams  of  moving  up.  Rather,  you  will  have  a more  difficult  time  than 
the  average  White  reporter;  it  will  take  you  twice  as  long  to  cover  the 
same  career  ground.  Realize  that  journalism  is  a punishing  career  with  few 
rewards  to  begin  with,  and  even  fewer  for  journalists  of  color. 

So,  look  closely  at  your  motives  for  going  into  journalism  and  ensure  that 
they  are  because  you  love  to  write  and  because  you  care  about  people.  Let 
your  writing  and  your  interaction  with  the  public  be  your  reward  because  you 
likely  will  see  little  reward  in  the  way  of  promotions  or  advancement  within 
the  corporate  structure  of  news  organizations. 

Downs:  If  you  could  address  a convention  of  publishers,  what  would  you 
ask  them  to  do?  How  would  you  explain  the  value  to  them  in  a diverse  staff? 

Winton:  I would  ask  publishers  to  do  several  things: 

First,  go  spend  time  living  with  a Native  family  on  a reservation.  Learn 
the  culture.  Shatter  ethnocentric  views  by  seeing  the  world  through  the 
eyes  of  Native  Americans.  If  the  luxury  of  taking  six  months  off  to  do  this 
is  impossible  (as  it  is  for  many),  make  a commitment  to  spend  a year 
regularly  visiting  and  getting  to  know  specific  individuals  or  families 
within  both  urban  and  rural  Native  American  communities. 

Second,  I would  challenge  them  to  closely  examine  their  own  personal 
views  about  race  and  ethnicity.  Publishers  need  to  ensure  that  they  do  not 
inadvertently  hold  at  a subliminal  level  negative  stereotypes  that  pervade 
day-to-day  business  behaviors  and  practices.  For  example,  it  would  be  easy 
to  hold  at  a subconscious  level  the  notion  that  "all  Indians  are  drunks," 
then  begin  to  suspect  and  treat  Native  American  reporters  in  their  midst  as 
potential  addicts  without  even  realizing  it.  I would  also  ask  publishers  to 
require  this  close  self-examination  of  all  their  senior  leaders,  as  well  as 
their  mid-level  managers. 

Third,  I would  ask  publishers  to  institute  a management  training  program 
for  those  racial  and  ethnic  groups  of  journalists  who  are  seriously 
underrepresented  in  management  within  their  newsrooms.  For  example,  look  at 
racial  parity  of  non-White  editors  compared  to  the  demographics  of  the 
communities  the  paper  writes  about.  If,  for  example,  the  community  is  16 
percent  Native  American,  12  percent  Black,  3 percent  Asian  American  and  22 
percent  Hispanic  and  there  are  zero  Native  managers,  8 percent  Black 
managers,  4 percent  Asian  American  managers  and  27  percent  Hispanic 
managers,  then  it  is  clear  that  management  opportunities  need  to  be  created 


specifically  for  Native  Americans  within  the  newsroom.  The  same  could  be 
said  if  one  of  the  other  racial/ethnic  groups  was  underrepresented,  compared 
to  the  surrounding  general  population. 

Fourth,  take  a chance  and  give  promising  Native  American  journalists  a 
chance  to  try  their  hands  at  management.  If  they  crash  and  burn,  however, 
do  not  blame  it  on  culture  or  other  things  having  to  do  with  race  and 
ethnicity,  unless  you  have  specific  evidence  to  back  it  up.  Too  often, 
culture,  race  and  ethnicity  are  used  as  scapegoats  by  both  the  journalist 
of  color  and  the  White  manager  for  failure.  The  real  reasons  for  failure 
never  get  noticed. 

Fifth,  hold  regular  forums  on  race  and  ethnicity  within  the  newsroom  to 
challenge  people  to  get  out  of  ethnocentric  viewpoints  and  to  look  at  how 
the  larger  world  connects  and  sometimes  bristles  around  race  and  ethnicity 
issues . 

On  the  value  of  diversity:  The  proof  of  the  value  is  in  the  multitude  of 
success  stories  --  the  anecdotes  of  how  diversity  has  made  nations  into 
superpowers.  For  example,  America's  democracy  was  founded  on  the  very 
principles  of  Iroquois  (Six  Nations)  government,  and  merged  with  early 
Christian  beliefs.  The  vast  majority  of  our  foods  were  derived  from  Native 
American  farming  practices  --  the  tomato,  potato,  chili,  corn,  and  more  were 
all  introduced  to  the  rest  of  the  world  by  Native  Americans  of  this 
hemisphere.  Many  of  our  states,  cities  and  streets  are  named  after  Native 
Americans  --  Illinois  after  an  early  pre-European-contact  civilization;  Utah 
after  the  Utes;  Omaha,  Neb.,  after  a tribe  that  was  virtually  wiped  out. 
(Yet,  Whites  think  nothing  of  using  the  word  "squaw"  in  geographic  place 
names,  such  as  the  "Squaw  Peak  Expressway"  here  in  Phoenix,  or  Squaw 
Mountain,  which  exists  in  numerous  places  around  the  United  States.) 

Then,  there  are  the  pro-sports  teams:  Redskins,  Braves,  Reds,  etc.,  that 
probably  came  about  to  acknowledge  the  presence  of  positive  Native 
contributions,  yet  whose  very  names  contribute  to  subliminal  negative 
stereotyping.  For  example.  Redskins  is  derived  from  a term  used  by  the  U.S. 
government  to  describe  the  Native  people  for  which  it  would  pay  a bounty  for 
their  scalps.  Basically,  the  government  said  it  would  pay  money  to  anyone 
who  collected  the  scalp  of  a "redskin"  and  turned  it  in  to  the  Army. 

Art  contributions  of  Native  America  go  completely  unnoticed,  except  for  the 
Santa  Fe  rugs,  jugs  and  jewelry  of  a few  who  managed  to  make  it  big.  Yet, 
all  one  would  have  to  do  is  look  inside  the  walls  of  the  Eitejorg  museum  in 
Indianapolis,  or  the  Southwest  Museum  in  Los  Angeles  or  the  George  Gustav 
Heye  Center  in  Manhattan  to  see  that  Native  Americans  have  contributed  as 
richly  to  the  art  culture  of  America  as  any  of  their  European  counterparts. 

All  this  leads  to  an  even  greater  dilemma:  Many  fine-arts  houses  have 
refused  to  accept  Native  works  of  art  on  the  basis  that  it  is  just  a 
cultural  "craft."  So,  many  fine  Native  artists  have  been  forced  to  show 
their  works  in  the  same  museums  that  hold  sacred  items  stolen  or  otherwise 
misappropriated  from  tribes. 

So,  another  subliminal  ethnocentric  negative  view  emerges  that  Native 
American  artists  are  incapable  of  being  as  good  as  the  fine  artists  of 
America  and  Europe. 

Perhaps  that  same  type  of  subliminal  ethnocentrism  has  pervaded  newsrooms: 
Native  American  writers  can  never  be  as  good  as  their  non-Native 
counterparts,  e.g.,  Flemingway,  F.  Scott  Fitzgerald,  etc.  But,  what  about 
Pulitzer  Prize-winning  Kiowa  novelist  N.  Scott  Momaday?  Or  Pueblo  poet  Simon 
Ortiz?  Or,  who  knows? 

>>  NEXT:  Continue  to  Email  interview  with  Robert  McDonald. 
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Email  interview  with  Robert  McDonald 


Downs:  Based  on  your  experience,  what  advice  would  you  give  to  a young 
Native  American  journalist  or  journalism  student  who  wants  a career  in 
mainstream  newspapers? 

McDonald:  I have  basic  common  sense  advice  really.  First,  learn  what 
newspapers  actually  do.  It's  hard  to  know  what  a journalist  does  until 
you've  done  it.  I had  a cousin  go  into  journalism  because  she  liked  to  fight 
and  mix  it  up  with  politics.  She  expected  to  be  able  to  slam  into  issues  and 
crusade  for  causes.  She  became  a designer  when  she  realized  the  role 
journalists  must  play. 

So  call  the  editor  of  your  local  paper,  try  to  shadow  a reporter  for  a day, 
form  a relationship,  buy  them  lunch  and  talk  about  work.  Track 
what  stories  they  write.  And  when  you  read  the  paper  or  magazine,  pay 
attention  to  bylines.  See  who  covers  what  and  how. 

(Note  from  Downs:  This  is  fantastic  advice  for  anybody  who  has  an  interest 
in  the  business.  I started  as  a newsroom  intern,  and  became  an  editor.  An 
intern  I supervised  just  weeks  ago  has  graduated  to  a job  at  my  newspaper. 
You  can't  beat  on-the-job  experience.) 

That's  all  a bit  dry.  You  must  connect  with  the  Native  American  Journalist 
Association,  where  you  learn,  meet  working  professionals  and  meet 
people  who  can  be  invaluable.  NAHA  has  a youth  program  for  high  school  and 
college  kids  who  want  to  pursue  journalism. 

Being  Native  and  a mainstream  reporter  may  have  additional  stresses  that  no 
one  at  your  paper,  including  your  boss  and  friends,  will  understand.  It's 
important  to  hook  up  with  a Native  mentor  in  the  field.  NAHA  is  a great 
place  to  find  one.  Everyone's  there  to  be  a resource.  Most  everyone  is 
hoping  they  can  find  a young  journalist  who  wants  feedback  or  help.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  ask. 

The  fact  is,  the  public  education  system  does  not  teach  people  are  Native 
issues.  Few  people  actually  meet  natives.  It  seems  that  96  percent  of 
the  population  has  little  to  no  understanding  of  Native  cultural  identity, 
sovereignty  issues,  jurisdiction  issues,  gaming  issues.  And  most  newspapers 
have  trouble  getting  input  from  Natives  on  these  issues.  So  they  can  only 
quote  the  opponents  of  these  causes.  Over  time,  it  seems  this  dynamic  has 
led  to  a public  who  only  hears  of  the  one  side. 

When  Natives  try  to  speak  up  on  issues,  they  are  quickly  overwhelmed, 
driven  back. 

And  it's  not  like  the  tribes  find  any  support  from  other  minority  groups 
who  have  had  as  little  exposure  to  Natives  as  everyone  else.  It's 
been  this  way  for  the  past  100  years. 

So  to  work  for  newspapers  and  start  asserting  what  you  see  as  truth  (which 
will  fly  in  the  face  of  most  everyone  you  encounter)  can  be 
unnerving.  Find  support. 

Downs:  If  you  could  address  a convention  of  publishers,  what  would  you  ask 
them  to  do?  How  would  you  explain  to  them  the  value  in  a diverse  staff? 

McDonald:  The  one-eyed  man  may  be  king  in  the  valley  of  blind  people,  but  I 
don't  think  the  two-eyed  man  is  king  in  a land  of  one-eyed  men.  You  see,  the 
two-eyed  men  have  depth  perception. 

One-eyed  men  have  no  depth  perception,  don't  think  it  exists  and  argue  that 
it's  just  something  the  two-eyed  men  made  up.  I'm  babbling,  sorry.  My  point, 
when  I'm  asked  to  explain  the  value  of  diversity,  I already  feel  dead  in  the 
water . 

I've  covered  many  issues  that  address  white  culture,  which  is  emerging  in 
this  country  when  we  talk  about  diversity.  A German-Irish  man  told  me  he 
used  to  say,  "I  don't  see  color.  I see  people."  A classic  line.  He  felt  he 
was  just  American. 

When  others  claimed  an  ethnic  identity,  he  felt  annoyed  they  were  focusing 
on  differences.  He  even  admits  to  feeling  defensive  when  diversity  talk  came 
up  and  frightened  that  he'd  be  baited  into  a talk  where  he'd  say  something 
that  was  be  taken  for  racism. 

This  man  took  a new  job  and  found  himself  in  a workplace  run  mainly  by 
women.  He  is  an  organization  developer  by  trade.  He  soon  realized  that  his 
rules  of  conduct  didn't  apply  in  this  office.  It  was  as  if  he'd  entered  a 


foreign  culture. 

He  studied  it  for  years  and  came  to  this  conclusion:  We  all  come  from  a 
culture.  He  comes  from  the  white  culture  and  embodies  many  ethics  of  his 
German  upbringing  i.e.  don't  draw  attention  to  yourself;  everyone  must  be 
treated  equal.  He  assumed  the  world  agreed  with  him.  From  that  world  view, 
he  saw  minorities  as  looking  for  special  privileges. 

But  once  he  acknowledged  he  came  from  a culture,  he  learned  to  recognize 
other  cultures.  In  a sense,  he  gained  a second  eye.  He  could  see  cultures 
that  had  before  been  invisible  to  him. 

He  considered  that  breaking  out  of  your  ethnocentricity  as  a stage  of  human 
development.  Some  achieve  it  by  traveling  overseas. 

What  would  I ask  publishers  to  do:  Expose  themselves  and  socialize 
themselves  so  they  understand  first  hand  why  diversity  is  important.  Then 
they'll  see  the  untapped  markets,  the  unseen  story  ideas  and  the  extra 
understanding  to  make  stories  more  enlightening  and  readable.  If  I have  to 
convince  them,  I'm  dead  in  the  water.  Why  would  they  believe  me? 

I used  to  work  in  Fort  Wayne,  and  I watched  several  diversity  trainers  come 
in  to  a crowd  of  undiverse  people  and  get  torn  to  shreds.  The  trainers  were 
trying  to  convince  them  why  diversity  was  important.  He  failed.  I fail  all 
the  time.  Talking  about  race  is  tough,  but  it  must  be  done.  The  missing 
piece  is  often  the  non-minority.  People  of  color  are  already  talking  about 
race  on  a daily  basis, 
lanet  Smith 
Owlstar  Trading  Post 
http : //www . owlstar . com 
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Program  tries  to  inspire  native  writing 
SCOTT  WINTER 
c.  Bismarck  Tribune 
April  27,  2000 

FORT  YATES  --  Chad  Harrison's  English  classes  had  heard  all  this  before, 
from  Chad  Harrison.  But  Thursday  they  were  getting  it  from  a guy  from 
Boston  with  three  Roman  numerals  behind  his  name  who  taught  Hemingway- 
wannabes  chasing  their  master's  degrees  at  Tufts  and  Harvard  universities. 

That  New  England  professor  and  author,  Andre  Dubus  III,  was  close  to  tears 
three  times. 

That's  what  he  said  after  finishing  his  ninth  class  in  two  days  on  the 
Standing  Rock  Indian  Reservation,  this  one  at  Sitting  Bull  College  as  part 
of  the  National  Book  Foundation's  American  Voices  program.  His  specific 
lesson  was  one  of  descriptive  writing,  with  a larger  message  of  inspiring 
everyone  to  write. 

"I'm  talking  no  different  here  than  I talk  to  (master's)  students  in 
Boston,"  Dubus  said.  "It's  all  about  how  to  get  the  stuff  inside  us  to  come 
out . " 

One  vehicle  for  his  message  was  a writing  exercise,  asking  the  15-20 
students  to  start  with  an  abstract  thought  and  add  specific,  concrete 
language  to  make  "doors  open  into  dream  worlds."  The  sample  was  "Orenthal 
was  a noble  man,"  and  for  six  minutes  Barrie  Gravatt-lacobs,  a sophomore 
from  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.,  filled  a page  of  power  pink  notebook  paper. 

She  put  her  Orenthal  in  a tavern,  criticizing  everyone  else  in  the  place 
and  full  of  empty  self -nobility . She  read  it  aloud  to  the  class:  "Orenthal 
was  a noble  man  when  he  began  to  drink."  That  was  one  emotional  moment  for 
Dubus . 

Gravatt-lacobs  hopes  to  become  a veterinarian  and  is  the  mother  of  a 
14-month-old  girl.  She  said  she's  always  written,  usually  poetry.  From  the 


two-hour  lecture,  she  said  it  became  clear  that,  "You  don't  have  to  be  this 
great  talented  person  to  write  something  great.  At  least  something  great 
for  yourself." 

That's  been  the  point  of  the  8-year-old  American  Voices  program,  to  get 
American  Indian  people  in  America  to  start  telling  their  stories,  the 
stories  of  their  culture. 

"We  want  them  to  tell  their  story  rather  than  have  others  tell  them  it  for 
them,"  said  the  National  Book  Foundation's  Meg  Kearney,  who  accompanied 
Dubus  for  the  weeklong  trip  to  teach  at  Fort  Yates,  then  McLaughlin,  S.D., 
and  Bismarck's  United  Tribes  Educational  Technical  College,  where  he  will 
be  today. 

As  the  school's  lone  English  instructor,  Flarrison  said  he  was  happy  his 
class  could  hear  another  perspective  on  writing  concepts  that  he  had  been 
teaching  all  year.  Dubus  shook  hands  with  the  students  when  he  met  them. 
Shook  hands  with  them  when  they  left  the  room.  Shook  hands  with  nearly 
everyone  he's  seen  in  the  state,  Kearney  said. 

Dubus  called  on  each  student  by  name  and  asked  specific  questions. 

ludy  loudly  reacted  to  every  hint  of  humor.  Roxanne  and  Sara  giggled 
often.  Wambdi  and  Roy,  mostly  stoic,  had  all  the  right  answers  when  their 
names  were  called. 

The  foundation  gave  a copy  of  Dubus'  new  book,  "Flouse  of  Sand  and  Fog," 
to  all  participating  students  and  teachers. 

"Sometimes  for  students  to  see  that  a regular  guy  could  write  a book  like 
this,"  Kearney  said,  flipping  the  pages,  "just  that  can  inspire  them." 

And  as  with  any  cultural  exchange,  knowledge  is  passed  both  ways. 

"I'm  affected  by  the  landscape  alone,"  Dubus  said.  "I'm  always  absorbing. 

I feel  full  of  this  new  thing,  being  in  the  Lakota-Dakota-Sioux 
reservation . " 

About  the  author 
"House  of  Sand  and  Fog" 

By  Andre  Dubus  III 
$14.  Random  House  (1999). 

The  Book:  Three  characters  intersect  at  a small  home  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  area  - a recently  dumped  wife,  a married  sheriff  who  falls  for  her  and 
a desperate  former  colonel  in  the  Shah's  Iranian  army. 

The  author:  Andre  Dubus  III  was  a finalist  for  the  National  Book  Award  in 
1999  for  "House  of  Sand  and  Fog,"  his  third  novel.  He  teaches  writing  at 
Tufts  University  and  Harvard  University  and  also  does  carpentry  work.  His 
father  is  an  award-winning  fiction  writer  and  his  wife  is  a dancer  and 
choreographer . The  couple  lives  in  Newburyport,  Mass.,  with  their  three 
children . 
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Babbitt  May  Back  More  Monuments 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  MATT  KELLEY 
4/24/2 000 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  indicated  Monday  he  is 
on  the  verge  of  recommending  President  Clinton  declare  new  national 
monuments  in  Colorado  and  Oregon. 

A swath  of  canyons  dotted  with  American  Indian  ruins  in  southwestern 
Colorado  and  the  ecologically  diverse  Soda  Mountain  near  the  Oregon- 
California  line  are  "ripe  for  consideration"  to  become  the  fifth  and 
sixth  monuments  created  by  Clinton  this  year.  Babbitt  said. 

The  areas  are  unique  and  should  be  protected  from  mining  and  overuse  by 


off-road  vehicles,  he  said. 

The  1906  Antiquities  Act  gives  presidents  broad  power  to  create 
monuments  and  decide  what  uses  should  be  restricted.  Clinton  has  created 
two  new  monuments  each  in  California  and  Arizona  this  year,  prohibiting 
mining  and  logging  in  sequoia  groves,  the  Grand  Canyon  watershed,  an  arid 
mountain  valley  and  hundreds  of  small  islands  in  the  Pacific. 

Congress  also  may  declare  areas  monuments.  Republicans  say  Clinton  is 
circumventing  the  review  process  and  ignoring  the  wishes  of  local 
residents  by  unilaterally  making  the  declarations. 

"This  is  not  about  the  environment.  It  is  about  the  constant  abuse  of 
power  by  the  Clinton-Gore  administration,"  said  Rep.  George  Radanovich, 
R-Calif.  and  chairman  of  the  House  Western  Caucus. 

Sue  Kupillas,  a county  commissioner  who  lives  near  Soda  Mountain, 
questioned  whether  monument  designation  is  needed. 

"It  could  eliminate  all  of  the  multiple  uses  - grazing,  timber  harvest, 
recreational  vehicles  - anything  but  hiking,"  she  said.  "If  this  area  is 
so  valuable  today,  and  we've  had  multiple  use  all  these  years,  why  should 
we  change  it  now?" 

Babbitt  has  discussed  recommending  the  Colorado  and  Oregon  monuments 
before,  and  they  are  now  "at  the  top  of  the  list"  as  the  Clinton 
administration  works  to  fill  out  its  environmental  legacy,  he  said  in  a 
telephone  interview. 

Babbitt  would  not  say  precisely  when  he  would  ask  Clinton  to  declare  the 
new  monuments. 

He  discussed  the  monument  recommendations  in  an  interview  in  Washington 
before  leaving  for  his  hometown  of  Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  to  renew  his 
criticism  of  the  1872  law  governing  mining  on  federal  land. 

Babbitt  plans  to  visit  a pumice  mine  on  the  flanks  of  the  San  Francisco 
Peaks  to  criticize  the  law,  which  allows  companies  to  buy  mining  land  for 
as  little  as  $2.50  an  acre  and  does  not  require  them  to  pay  royalties  to 
the  government.  He  called  the  mine,  which  produces  rock  used  in 
stonewashing  blue  jeans,  "a  poster  child  for  the  abuses"  of  the  law. 

In  many  cases  the  mines  are  key  to  the  local  economy  and  Babbitt 
acknowledged  Congress  is  unlikely  to  change  the  law  in  an  election  year. 

Clinton  vetoed  an  industry-backed  reform  proposal  in  1995,  saying  it  had 
too  many  loopholes. 
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State  may  not  be  able  to  stop  waste  site  on  Goshute  lands 

May  26,  2000  4:05  EDT 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  (AP)-The  state  may  not  be  able  to  stop  the  Goshute  Indians 
from  storing  high-level  nuclear  waste  on  their  Skull  Valley  reservation. 
Gov.  Mike  Leavitt  said. 

"We  are  doing  all  we  can  to  resist  it,"  Leavitt  said  Thursday  during 
his  monthly  KUED  news  conference.  "It's  not  inconceivable  we  won't  succeed, 
but  it's  worthy  of  our  efforts  to  prevent  it." 

In  an  interview  on  KALL  Radio,  the  governor  said,  "We  are  slowly  running 
out  of  ways  to  object"  to  the  project. 

In  1993,  when  the  Goshutes  first  expressed  interest  in  storing  on  their 
land  spent  fuel  from  nuclear  power  plants,  Leavitt  said:  "This  is  an 
over-my-dead-body  issue.  ...  I guarantee  they'll  never  get  a permit  to  move 
waste  over  our  borders." 

Since  then  the  state  has  tried  to  place  obstacles  in  the  path  of  the 
consortium  of  eight  nuclear  utilities  proposing  the  project. 

But  the  consortium.  Private  Fuel  Storage,  has  a license  application  being 
considered  by  the  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  and  says  the  facility 
could  be  open  as  early  as  2003. 


The  latest  blow  to  the  governor's  attempts  to  stop  the  project  came 
Tuesday  when  the  Tooele  County  Commission  signed  a contract  giving  PFS 
permission  to  operate  in  the  area.  The  county  would  receive  between  $90 
million  and  $300  million  in  the  next  40  years,  depending  on  how  much  waste 
is  moved. 

"It's  pretty  clear  that  utilities  are  willing  to  spend  billions  to  move 
it  out  of  their  back  yard  into  ours,"  Leavitt  said  at  the  news  conference. 

"They  were  able  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  Indian  tribal  nation  _ with 
money.  They  were  able  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  (surrounding)  private 
landowners  _ with  money.  They  were  able  to  satisfy  now  the  needs  of  the 
county  _ with  money. 

"I  don't  think  this  ought  to  be  about  money.  It  ought  to  be  about  the 
safety  of  people  who  live  as  neighbors  to  this  potentially  harmful 
installation,"  he  said. 

Steve  Erickson  of  the  Downwinders  nuclear  watchdog  group  said  Leavitt, 
instead  of  "whimpering"  about  the  situation,  should  fight  harder  and 
organize  residents  to  protest  the  plans. 

"This  is  not  just  over  his  dead  body,"  said  Erickson.  "This  affects 
all  of  us.  We  need  to  have  broader  public  involvement." 

Sue  Martin,  spokeswoman  for  PFS,  said  Tooele  County's  decision  to  support 
the  project  is  an  indication  residents  are  beginning  to  understand  what  is 
being  proposed. 

"With  more  education  about  the  science,  technology  and  safety  of  the 
project,  people  become  more  comfortable  with  it,"  she  said. 

Linder  the  plan,  the  spent  fuel  rods  would  be  sealed  in  steel  containers 
which  would  be  inserted  into  heavy  transportation  casks  and  shipped  to  Utah 
by  railroad.  At  the  site,  about  70  miles  southwest  of  Salt  Lake  City,  the 
sealed  containers  would  be  transferred  to  aboveground  concrete  storage 
silos . 

The  plan  is  to  store  the  waste  in  Utah  until  a permanent  disposal  site  is 
available,  but  Leavitt  fears  that  once  the  waste  is  stored  in  Tooele  County, 
there  will  be  no  incentive  to  continue  with  the  politically  unpopular 
disposal  site  in  Nevada. 
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Camp  Dustice  Update  & Request  for  Assistance 
Date:  5/26/00  6:41:14  PM  Pacific  Daylight  Time 

From:  mornstar@bellatlantic.net  (Kathy  Morning  Star) 

Greetings  all. 

Dust  a quick  update  and  request  for  assistance.  In  speaking  with  Tom 
(Poor  Bear)  last  night,  he's  doing  well  and  work  is  continuing  for  the 
upcoming  Memorial  on  Dune  10,  2000.  As  many  know.  Camp  Dustice  and  the 
weekly  Walks  for  Dustice  to  White  Clay  were  established  almost  a year 
ago,  after  "Wally"  Black  Elk,  Dr.  and  Ron  Hard  Heart  were  brutally 
beaten  and  found  dead  near  the  Nebraska/South  Dakota  border  on  Dune  8, 

1999. 

Memorial  activities  planned  for  Dune  10th  will  include  a Buffalo  Feast 
and  Giveaway,  to  begin  around  Noon,  followed  by  the  unveiling  of  a 
memorial  monument  honoring  "Wally"  Black  Elk,  Dr.  and  Ron  Hard  Heart. 

There  is  much  assistance  needed,  as  monetary  donations  are  desperately 
required  to  pay  for  the  bull  Buffalo  and  other  supplies  for  the  feast, 
and  items  are  needed  for  the  Giveaway. 

Tom  has  continually  put  forth  his  own  money  and  being  a single  parent 
it  has  been  difficult,  what  with  basic  supplies,  travel  expenses  to  attend 


meetings  such  as  the  one  with  the  Council  of  Churches,  etc.  - he  could 
really  use  some  phone  cards  to  help  with  all  the  contacts  and  phone 
calls,  all  of  which  are  long  distance,  even  just  to  call  in  for 
messages . 

If  there's  any  way  that  you  can  assist,  no  matter  how  small,  it  would  be 
greatly  appreciated,  by  Tom  and  us.  Thank  you. 

Monetary  Donations/Phone  Cards: 

Camp  Dustice 

C/0  Tom  Poor  Bear 

P.0.  Box  823 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 

Supplies  or  Items  for  Giveaway  (packages): 

Camp  Dustice 
C/0  Fay  Cedar  Face 
200  Eastridge  Road 
Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 

In  Struggle, 

Kathy 
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The  Big  Horn  Medicine  Wheel 
The  Birth  and  Death  of  Humanity 

The  Big  Horn  Medicine  Wheel  is  a prehistoric  Native  American  cosmological 
rock  structure  laid  down  about  2,500  years  ago  by  an  Aztec-Tanoan  culture 
that  occupied  the  infamous  Bighorn  Canyon  and  adjacent  areas  between  1500 
B.C.  and  500  A.D.  The  Wheel  lies  at  an  elevation  of  9,642  feet,  11  miles 
south  of  the  Montana  Boundary.  It  is  the  only  true  North  American  antiquity 
that  can  be  reached  by  public  or  private  transportation.  Lovell,  Wyoming,  30 
miles  to  the  west  and  6,000  feet  lower,  is  the  nearest  town  to  the  site. 

The  Medicine  Wheel  was  first  discovered  by  Crow  Indian  hunters  nearly  300 
years  ago.  They  became  deathly  afraid  of  its  "bad  medicine"  and  no  Indians 
of  any  tribe  dared  go  near  it  after  the  news  had  spread  across  the  Plains. 
Because  of  the  structure's  resemblance  to  a giant  wagon  wheel  with  hub, 
spokes,  and  a rim,  white  trappers  called  it  a wheel.  Until  1992  its  true 
interpretation  was  unknown,  although  many  theories  were  advanced  without 
real  study. 

As  an  archeolinguistic  artifact,  the  Medicine  Wheel  tells  how  the  first 
people  on  earth,  i.e.  only  Uto-Aztecan  speakers,  emerged  as  spirits  out  of 
the  Underworld  via  a conduit  topped  by  the  large  central  rock  cairn,  to  be 
driven  by  a spirit  vectored  force  into  an  inwardly  opening  rim-touching 
cairn  where  they  became  born  as  human  beings.  Where  an  offset  cairn  lies  12 
feet  outside  the  Wheel's  rim,  the  greatly  feared  evil  ghosts  of  dead 
Uto-Aztecans  were  uplifted  into  the  Afterworld  in  the  Milky  Way  directly 
above  the  structure's  central  exit  cairn. 

The  rim  of  the  structure  symbolized  the  cosmological  horizon  of  the  Milky 
Way.  Four  external  rim-touching  cairns  symbolize  the  four  preceding  eras  in 
the  world's  history  closed  completely  in  time;  they  could  not  be  entered  by 
either  the  spirits  rising  from  the  Underworld  nor  by  the  ghosts  en  route  to 
the  Afterworld.  On  the  inside  a rim-touching,  larger  cairn  opens  toward  the 
central  cairn  via  a spoked  channel  to  symbolize  the  Fifth  Era  of  Current 
Existence  in  which  all  humanity  plays  its  varied  parts.  In  this  era  the 
Underworld  spirits  become  human  beings  living  a normal  life  span. 

The  Wheels'  rim  measures  245  feet.  There  are  20  aboriginal  "spokes"  that 
connect  the  rim  only  to  the  central  cairn  in  five  groups  of  four  spokes 


each.  These  symbolize  the  number  of  days  in  the  Uto-Aztecan  month  and  their 
counting  system  to  the  base  20  (fingers  and  toes) . Another  seven  spokes 
connect  the  central  cairn  to  the  other  rim-touching  elements.  The  total  of 
27  aboriginal  spokes  symbolized  the  number  of  nights  between  the  New  Moon 
crescent  and  the  Old  Moon  crescent  when  the  moon  is  actually  visible  each 
month.  This  lunar  visibility  symbolized  the  forces  of  darkness,  evil.  On  the 
central  cairn  lay  a very  decayed  bison  skull  that  symbolized  the  sun 
(light),  beneficence  or  goodness.  The  two  symbolization's  represented  the 
eternal  warfare  between  light  and  dark,  i.e.,  evil  vs.  good. 

All  across  Wyoming,  with  radii  up  to  200  miles,  giant  stone  arrows  direct 
the  way  to  the  Medicine  Wheel  to  show  the  greatly  feared  evil  ghosts  of 
Uto-Aztecan  dead  the  way  to  the  Afterworld  of  Darkness.  Thus  the  Medicine 
Wheel  was  also  a mythological  cemetery  for  ghosts,  a place  of  great  fear  to 
be  avoided  forever  and  a place  totally  lacking  in  religious  sentiments. 

The  Aztec-Tanoan  culture  mentioned  earlier  originated  around  4,500  years 
ago  in  Southern  Alberta,  Canada,  where  the  Majorville  Cairn  is  the  oldest 
wheel-like  cosmological  rock  structure  belonging  to  the  Medicine  Wheel 
Complex.  A second  and  follow-on  structure  based  on  five  is  the  Moose 
Mountain  Cairn  in  Southern  Saskatchewan  and  dates  to  around  3,000  years  ago. 
Third  in  the  southward  migrational  order  is  the  Big  Horn  Medicine  Wheel  at 
2,500  years  of  age.  The  fourth  and  final  rock  symbolization  appears  to  be 
the  famed  Aztec  Calendar  Stone  (which  is  not  a calendar  at  all!)  carved  in 
today's  Mexico  City  in  1481  A.D.  All  of  these  four  structured  linguistic 
artifacts  (none  are  archaeological  midden-heap  type  remnants  of  prehistory) 
symbolize  the  same  mythological  story  of  the  creation  of  Uto-Aztecan 
humanity  --  the  "Origin  Myth"  of  which  every  tribe  on  earth  had  its  own 
version  --  and  the  disposition  of  the  ghosts  of  Uto-Aztecan  dead  in  an 
Afterworld  of  Darkness  located  in  the  cosmological  horizon  of  the  Milky  Way. 

The  cosmology  patterned  into  these  four  rock  structures  is  common  only  to 
Native  American  tribal  groups  speaking  branches  of  the  Uto-Aztecan  (Numic) 
stock  language  with  its  origins  in  far  Eastern  Asia.  No  other  Western 
Hemisphere  tribe  or  society  entertained  this  particular  view  of  man's  place 
in  the  cosmos  of  the  earth  exactly  half  way  between  the  Underworld  of  his 
mythological  creation  and  the  Afterworld  high  above. 

The  Big  Horn  Medicine  Wheel  (as  also  its  Canadian  predecessors  and  its 
Aztec  successor)  is  a linguistic  artifact  that  reflects  the  "thought  world" 
of  a very  ancient  primitive  Siberian  people  immersed  also  in  the  eternal 
warfare  between  the  forces  of  darkness  (evil)  and  the  forces  of  light 
(good),  i.e.,  originating  as  between  the  bitter  darkness  of  arctic  winters 
vs.  the  perpetual  daylight  of  warm  summers.  This  never-ending  warfare  is 
clearly  portrayed  in  the  Medicine  Wheel  Complex  rock  patterns  and  exists 
today  in  the  legends  of  many  of  the  Numic-speaking  tribes  between  Southern 
Canada  and  Central  America. 

All  of  these  prehistoric  rock  structures  are  based  in  the  mystical  number 
five,  which  meant  POWER,  as  any  detailed  analysis  of  the  patternings 
reveals.  All  other  Western  Hemisphere  Native  Americans  revered  the  number 
four  of  the  cardinal  directions  North,  South,  East,  and  West.  None  of  the 
Medicine  Wheel  Complex  structures  bear  the  slightest  relationship  to  the 
number  four,  and  for  this  reason  their  entire  interpretation  must 
necessarily  be  in  terms  of  the  Uto-Aztecan  "thought  world"  stock  language. 

No  religion  whatsoever  connects  to  the  Medicine  Wheel. 

Since  the  Bighorn  Medicine  Wheel  was  first  discovered  by  white  men,  many 
fanciful  myths  and  stories  have  grown  up  around  the  mysterious  arrangements 
of  its  limestone  rocks;  none  have  any  scientific  validity.  Contemporary 
Native  American  claims  of  "religious  rights"  to  the  site  because  of 
"traditional  ceremonial  usages"  did  not  surface  until  1985  with  the  American 
Indian  Movement.  All  such  "claims"  are  patently  false  and  unrelated  in  any 
way  to  the  Wheel's  paleoethnological  time  span  of  2,500  years.  There  is  no 
recorded  evidence  of  any  twentieth  century  Native  American  of  any  tribe 
visiting  the  Big  Horn  Medicine  Wheel  prior  to  1985. 

As  a true  National  Treasure,  the  Big  Horn  Medicine  Wheel  (with  its  giant 
stone  arrows  pointing  to  it  across  Western  and  Southern  Wyoming)  should  be 
forever  protected  and  preserved  for  all  of  posterity  on  an  exactly  equal 
basis  that  gives  no  preferences  to  any  ethnic  or  religious  group, 
irrespective  of  race,  color,  affiliation,  creed,  or  belief  system. 


A much  expanded  version  of  this  document  is  available  for  $9.95  from: 
Yellowstone  Printing  and  Publishing,  1992 
Cody,  Wyoming 
82414 
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......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Natives  Continue  Protest  Of  Logging  In  Land  They  Say  Is  Sacred 

TIMMINS,  Ont.  (CP)  Protesting  recent  logging  along  the  north  shore 
of  Lake  Abitibi,  members  of  a northern  Ontario  band  demonstrated 
Monday  in  front  of  the  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources. 

Liz  Babin,  band  manager  for  the  Wahgoshig  First  Nation,  said 
another  protest  will  be  held  today  in  the  Iroquois  Falls  area, 
about  50  kilometres  northeast  of  Timmins,  although  she  wouldn't  say 
where  this  demonstration  will  be  held. 

On  Thursday,  the  band  set  up  a roadblock  on  a logging  road  just 
north  of  Lake  Abitibi,  about  150  kilometres  northeast  of  Timmins, 
to  prevent  contractors  from  newsprint  manufacturer 
Abitibi-Consolidated  from  logging  in  the  area. 

Wahgoshig  members  are  upset  that  the  province  has  given  permission 
to  Abitibi  to  log  in  the  region. 

Babin,  who  grew  up  in  the  area,  said  there  are  native  graves 
scattered  throughout  the  land  where  cutting  has  been  approved. 

She  also  said  the  region  is  a traditional  hunting  ground  and 
"backyard  forest"  for  the  Wahgoshig  people. 

Babin  said  the  Wahgoshig  protesters  have  received  backing  from  the 
Union  of  Ontario  Indians,  a tribal  organization  representing 
aboriginal  people  throughout  the  province. 

A meeting  with  Wahgoshig  leaders,  the  ministry  and 
Abitibi-Consolidated  is  scheduled  for  Wednesday. 

"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 

[In  Affiliation  with  Beyond.com] 
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Tribal  group  takes  aim  at  land  bill 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
5/12/00 

Tribes  say  the  proposal  would  deprive  some  of  their  sovereignty.  While 
leaders  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  on  Thursday  were  touting  proposed 
Indian  land  act  reform  legislation  and  other  issues  in  Washington,  D.C., 
the  suggested  restricted  land  bill  was  drawing  fire  back  in  Oklahoma. 
Smaller  tribes  within  the  jurisdictional  boundaries  of  the  Five  Civilized 


Tribes  said  the  proposed  legislation  treats  them  unfairly. 

They  called  on  members  of  Congress  to  take  a hard  look  at  any  reform 
legislation  addressing  restricted  lands  before  jumping  to  any  conclusions. 
The  proposed  legislation,  they  said,  should  be  redrafted. 

The  Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Creek  and  Seminole  nations  make  up  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes  in  Oklahoma. 

Representatives  of  the  Delaware  and  Keetoowah  tribes,  which  are  located 
inside  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and  the  Thlopthlocco  Tribal  Town,  which  is  in 
the  Creek  Nation,  are  among  those  raising  questions  about  the  proposed 
federal  legislation. 

Leaders  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  on  Thursday  briefed  members  of  the 
Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  and  members  of  the  Oklahoma  congressional 
delegation  on  a variety  of  Indian  issues. 

Current  law,  the  leaders  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  contend,  has 
helped  strip  Indian  title  from  most  of  the  restricted  land  in  eastern 
Oklahoma,  and  several  thousand  acres  of  Indian  land  in  unprobated  acreage 
has  been  lost. 

The  draft  legislation  ignores  the  fact  that  hundreds  of  Creek  citizens 
also  are  Thlopthlocco  tribal  members  and  fails  to  recognize  that 
Thlopthlocco  Tribal  Town  is  a federally  recognized  tribe  with  the  same 
sovereign  powers  as  the  Creek  Nation,  Tulsa  attorney  Mike  McBride  said. 

McBride  prepared  the  opposition  paper  that  was  approved  by  the  small 
tribe's  business  committee. 

The  draft  legislation,  he  said,  would  exclude  Thlopthloccos  from  a self- 
determination  act  on  contracting  of  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  programs 
serving  Thlopthlocco  tribal  members  who  have  allotments. 

The  opposition  paper  also  said  it  excludes  the  tribe  from  "the 
preferential  right  to  purchase  lands  of  its  tribal  members  who  elect  to 
take  their  lands  out  of  restricted  status." 

The  Thlopthlocco  business  committee  also  said  the  draft  legislation 
would  exclude  the  tribe  from  the  benefits  of  tribal  housing  projects  for 
its  tribal  members,  environmental  protection  of  its  members'  allotted 
lands  and  possible  escheatments  to  the  tribe  of  lands  of  tribal  members 
who  die  without  heirs  or  a will. 

"The  act  in  and  of  itself  is  a broad  and  sweeping  bill.  It  is  very 
general  in  its  application  and  removes  in  one  stroke  the  legislation  built 
by  the  United  States  government  over  a period  of  100-plus  years,"  the 
United  Keetoowah  Band  of  Cherokees  said  in  a statement. 

Truman  Carter,  the  tribe's  attorney,  said  the  bill  would  create  more 
problems  than  it  would  solve  and  would  undermine  the  sovereignty  of  many 
smaller  tribes  without  their  consent. 

The  bill,  said  Harold  Wad,  the  tribe's  realty  adviser,  will  "negate  or 
subordinate  the  UKB  constitution  to  that  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of 
Oklahoma  and  force  Cherokee  Nation  membership  on  UKB  members." 

Dee  Ketchum,  chief  of  the  Delaware  Tribe,  said  the  legislative  proposal 
could  "negatively  impact  on  the  tribes 's  existence  of  sovereign  rights." 

The  primary  intent  of  the  legislation  doesn't  appear  to  present  problems, 
"but  it  may  restrict  some  of  the  tribes"  living  in  the  Five  Civilized 
Tribes'  jurisdictional  areas  "from  actually  functioning  as  sovereign 
nations,"  he  said. 

"RE : Roberta  Blackgoat  on  Pumice  Mining" 

Date:  Sun,  21  May  2000  21:00:59  -0700 

From:  redorman@theofficenet.com 

Sub j : Roberta  Blackgoat  on  Pumice  Mining 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Condor952@aol.com 

[Please,  forward  or  post  following  statement  made  by  Roberta  Blackgoat, 
a Elder  Leader  of  the  Big  Mtn.  (original)  SDN  resistance.  Secondly, 
please  acknowledge  and  respect  my  refined  translation  of  her  statement, 
though,  she  spoke  so  eloquently  in  English.  Thanks,  Bahe] 

FLAGSTAFF,  ARIZ.  On  May  17th,  2000,  there  was  a Public  Hearing  held  at 
the  city  council  chambers  in  the  city  hall.  Many  non-Indians  and 


Indigenous  representatives  also  spoke  out  against  the  Pumice  Mining  that 
is  currently  underway  on  the  slopes  of  the  San  Francisco  Mountain.  There 
were  some  very  strong  words  spoken  by  both  on-Indians  and  local  Indian 
tribal  members,  and  those  few  statements  will  be  later  released. 

However,  the  following  is  of  some  significants  because  Dineh  elder, 

Roberta  Blackgoat  journeyed  all  the  way  from  Big  Mountain,  despite  truch 
problems  and  spending  the  night  on  the  road,  she  really  wanted  her  say 
at  this  hearing.  Ms.  Blackgoat  proudly  spoke  in  English  before  a packed 
audience  of  mostly  those  against  the  mining,  some  Forest  Service 
Officials  and  a few  supporters  for  the  mine.  Though,  Ms.  Blackgoat 's 
quieted  voice  due  to  age  and  throat  problems  she  tried  to  be  heard  and 
everyone  listened  very  carefully  to  hear  every  word  that  she  said 
carefully.  Occasionally  raising  her  fist  in  the  air,  she  made  her  7 
minute  talk  one  that  was  powerful  and  well  recieved  by  the  audience. 
Besides  being  a resistor  to  relocation  at  Big  Mountain,  she  demostrated 
that  it  is  a cause  of  all  humanity  and  that  whether  she  is  resisting  in 
Big  Mountain,  she  is  also  resisting  the  capitalistic-industrialization 
of  the  earth  and  sky. 

Thank  you  for  your  time. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Chief  Barboncito,  Bahe 

ROBERT  BLACKGOAT: 

"I  like  to  speak  about  how  this  mountain,  Doo ' goh ' o ' sli ' d,  is  sacred  to 
my  people.  Also,  I want  to  say  that,  we  do  not  agree  to  the  mining  that 
is  taking  place  on  her  Being.  We  want  to  see  this  destruction  of  her 
body  to  stop!  This  mountain  is  very  important  to  our  religious  way  of 
life  and  ceremonies.  Not  only  is  it  one  of  the  four  sacred  mountains 
that  surrounds  our  Dineh  Nations,  but  it  represents  the  four  main  posts 
of  our  sacred  Male  Hogan  (commonly  referred  to  as  the  fork-stick  frame 
Hogan).  This  mountain  is  the  base  of  the  western  post,  and  this  post 
leans  to  the  center  of  the  Hogan  circle  and  connects  with  the  other 
three  posts  that  come  from  each  of  the  other  sacred  mountains.  Inside 
this  Hogan  is  our  nations,  and  our  nations  is  composed  the  elements  of 
what  we  use  to  have  traditionally  in  our  homes.  The  doorway  is  in  the  east 
direction  of  the  Hogan  floor,  and  there,  the  doorposts  are  an  extension 
of  the  fifth  and  sixth  sacred  mountains  of  our  nations  (Huerfano  Mesa 
and  Gobernador  Knob). 

"This  Holy  Mountain,  here,  holds  many  ways  of  worship  like  many  of  the 
prayer  chants  and  songs  originates  from  within  her.  From  this 
originating  place,  it  comes  into  each  of  our  traditional  homes  out  on 
the  lands.  How  did  these  songs  and  chants  originated?  Well,  that 
involves  great  detailed  stories  and  to  tell  it  correctly  will  take  much 
time,  and  it  has  to  be  the  appropriate  time  of  the  seasons.  In  short,  it 
comes  from  within  her  meaning  that  she  is  alive  and  that  she  interacts 
with  all  the  natural  forces  that  surrounds  her.  She  holds  great  powers 
and  also,  certain  great  powers  depend  upon  her.  So,  these  matters  of 
events  and  activities  make  up  the  characteristics  and  the  variations  of 
our  ancient  Mountain  Chant  Ways  or  more  commonly  used  as.  The  Hogan 
Song.  The  Hogan  is  very  sacred,  and  they  are  songs  that  are  included  and 
sung  in  all  ceremonies  when  they  have  reached  their  completion  time. 
Besides  all  the  varies  healing  and  rejuvenation  Ways  of  Ceremonies,  this 
particular  mountain  songs  are  also  use  in  celebrations  or  blessing  Ways 
for  a newly  built  Hogan  and  for  a young  teen's  entrance  into  Womanhood. 

So  as  you  could  see,  it  is  vital  for  our  Dineh  people's  ways  that 
this  Holy  Mountain  be  protected  from  any  further  desecration  like  this 
mining.  This  mining  is  just  cutting  into  her  flesh,  right  into  her 
abdomen,  and  she  is  in  tremendous  pain.  How  would  you  like  if  I cut  into 
the  outer  flesh  of  your  mother  while  she  is  still  alive?  So,  this  is  the 
way  I see  it.  This  butchering  of  her  flesh  is  only  being  done  to  make 
great  profit,  and  that  is  all  everyone  believe  in  nowadays  in  this 
country.  Money,  Money,  Money.  No  one  thinks  of  how  the  earth  or  the  sky 
is  sacred  anymore.  I see  this  mining  as  something  happening  in  the  name 
of  money,  and  they  care  less  about  our  Human  beliefs  about  keeping 
nature  in  balance.  If  you  keep  mining,  you  are  excavating  my  peoples' 
ancient  songs  and  prayer  chants,  and  this  affects  us  within  our  home  - 


our  nations.  Our  culture  becomes  more  unbalanced,  and  we  are  faced  with 
an  unstable  society.  We  begin  to  lose  our  religion,  respect  for  one 
another,  and  we  lose  our  language.  Then,  our  world,  the  earth  and  the 
sky  will  follow  in  these  same  processes  of  becoming  unbalanced. 

This  is  one  reason  why  I have  traveled  the  country  and  the  world.  I 
see  it  as  walking  among  the  world  communities.  Telling  those  who  wish  to 
listen  that  my  people's  altars  are  being  ripped  up  from  underneath  our 
feet.  Ripped  up  in  front  of  as  we  still  exist  with  our  prayers  and 
ceremonies.  Dust  like  what  is  happening  in  my  community  where  Peabody 
Coal  Company  is  digging  up  our  Altar.  Not  only  that,  but  we  have  to  wake 
up  everyday  to  the  smell  of  burning  oil,  sulfur-smelling  dust  and  a 
scenery  hazed  by  smoke  and  dust.  We  are  all  sick  and  modern  doctors  have 
no  cure  for  our  ailments.  But  I will  continue  as  long  as  I can  walk  and 
speak  out.  I not  only  do  this  for  my  Dineh  but  for  all  of  humanity. 

Thank  you,  very  much. 

END  of  Roberta's  Statement... 

"RE : View  From  The  Hogan  #13"  

Date:  Mon,  22  May  2000  06:08:42  -0700 

From:  redorman@theofficenet.com 

Sub j : View  From  The  Hogan  #13(edited) 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@onelist . com> 

Moderator's  Note: 

I have  deleted  some  portions  of  this  message,  because  the  reliable 
information  I have  shows  that  the  message  may  give  a false  impression, 
and  if  passed  to  you  unedited,  it  might  cause  undue  concern  or  cause 
security  problems. 

Date:  Sun,  21  May  2000  19:18:21  EDT 
From:  UNCLEDAKE74@aol.com 

View  From  The  Hogan  #13  Plants  are  growing  month  (May2000) 

Notes  from  Big  Mountain 

Ya ' a 'teeh 

Once  again,  things  have  been  real  busy  here,  and  I've  had  a hard  time 
getting  this  out,  so  please  excuse  if  some  of  the  "news"  is  a little  out 
of  date. 

It  was  gratifying  to  hear  of  the  demonstrations  and  public  outreach  on 
behalf  of  the  people  here  that  took  place  in  Eugene  and  Portland  Oregon 
on  March  31st  to  commemorate  the  3rd  anniversary  of  McPains  "Final 
Solution",  (the  Accomodation  Agreement).  I am  sure  I speak  for  all  the 
resistors  here  when  I extend  my  thanks  to  all  those  who  organized  and 
took  part  in  these  events.  In  many  ways  it  is  easy  to  feel  cut-off  here,.. 
. without  "normal"  communications  it  is  hard  to  keep  in  touch  with  what 
is  being  done  and  said  out  there,  so  it  is  heartening  to  hear  of  the  many 
support  activities  that  are  still  taking  place.  "The  limitation  of 
tyrants  is  the  endurance  of  those  they  oppose."  (Frederick  Douglass).  I 
sure  wish  there  were  more  support  here  on  the  land  right  now. 

It's  been  a long  siege  here  on  the  Altar.  Thats  not  a word  I have  heard 
used  to  describe  the  situation  here,  but  I believe  it  is  the  correct  one. 
Most  Americans,  upon  hearing  the  word  siege,  probably  think  of  Waco  or 
Ruby  Ridge,  but  those  were  relatively  short  affairs.  Historically  sieges 
were  planned  to  last  years.  The  dictionary  defines  siege  as  a "blockade 
of  a city  or  fortified  place  to  compel  it  to  surrender"  and  "persistent 
attack",  and  that  is  certainly  what  has  been  going  on  here  for  the  past 
26  years.  First  they  fenced  the  people  in,  then  their  livestock  is 
reduced  to  numbers  that  are  below  what  is  needed  to  sustain  life.  New 
homes  are  not  allowed  to  be  built,  so  the  children  must  move  away  as  they 
get  older  and  start  their  own  families.  Repairs  of  existing  structures  is 
illegal,  meaning  the  people  must  live  in  housing  that  is  sub-standard. 
Wells  are  capped,  and  firewood  collecting  is  made  illegal.  Many  aspects 
of  ceremonial  and  religious  activity  are  outlawed.  Armed  surveillance  is 


continuous,  in  the  air  and  on  the  ground.  Sure  sounds  like  a siege  to  me. 
And  now,  in  recent  weeks,  the  siege  has  been  stepped  up  a couple  of 
notches.  First  there  was  the  enforcement  of  the  Exclusion  Order  on  Arlene 
Hamilton.  You  have  all  read  Arlenes  statement,  so  I won't  go  in  to  too 
much  detail,  except  to  remind  you  that  her  "crime"  was  the  erection  of  a 
Tipi,  at  the  request  of  the  people  who  live  here.  One  of  the  effects  of 
this  exclusion  is  that  the  Elders  who  sell  their  rugs  thru  Arlenes 
organization  Weaving  For  Freedom,  must  now  travel  away  from  their  homes 
to  meet  with  Arlene  on  the  other  side  of  the  fence,  leaving  their  homes 
and  flocks  unguarded,  something  we  are  loath  to  do,  especially  in  light 
of  another  piece  of  news, 

[DELETED] 

It's  possible  that  all  this  increase  of  harassment  is  because  Warmaker 
is  feeling  emboldened  by  the  dismissal  of  the  Manybeads  lawsuit.  Wayne 
Taylor,  the  current  head  Corporate  Hopi  is  barking  in  the  local  papers 
that  now  the  case  has  been  thrown  out  the  Corporate  Hopi  viewpoint  has 
been  validated.  Of  course  this  simply  isn't  so.  The  question  of  the 
Peoples  constitutional  right  to  religious  freedom  was  not  heard, ....  the 
case  was  dismissed  on  a point  of  procedure,  the  HTC  claimed  "sovereign 
immunity".  If  the  Corporate  Hopis  are  so  sure  of  their  case,  then  why 
won't  they  let  the  courts  decide? 

It's  also  sheep-count  time  of  the  year,  when  the  Hopi-BIA  come  around 
and  lord  it  over  the  peoples  remaining  livestock.  As  usual  the  people  are 
getting  impoundment  notices  for  their  "excess"  animals.  Sometimes  the  BIA 
comes  and  takes  them,  sometimes  they  don't.  The  whole  point  of  the 
exercise  is  to  keep  the  resistors  worried  and  scared  about  their 
livelihood . 

I was  perusing  a recent  issue  of  the  Too  Too  Vainy  (official  "news"paper 
of  the  Corporate  Hopis,  and  I read  that  the  HTC  are  now  claiming  that 
over  300  families  have  signed  the  Accomodation  Agreement.  This  is  quite 
an  achievement  when  one  considers  that  3 years  ago,  at  the  deadline  for 
people  to  sign  the  Agreement,  they  claimed  that  the  70+  they  had 
collected,  by  fair  means  and  foul,  constituted  85%  of  those  eligible.  I 
know  the  HTC  possesses  at  least  rudimentary  math  skills,  the  fact  they 
consistently  award  themselves  pay  increases  and  not  decreases  shows  this, 
so  I am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  yet  again  practicing  the 
art  of  deception.  There  are  individuals  within  the  Federal  Govt  and  Hopi 
Tribal  Council  who  consistently  lie.  It  is  one  thing  to  unknowingly  repeat 
a falsehood,  quite  another  to  consciously  and  purposefully  lie.  As  I've 
mentioned  before,  being  a sheepherder  I get  lots  of  time  to  reflect  upon 
things,  and  sometimes  something  gets  stuck  in  my  head  and  I can't  get  rid 
of  it  without  some  form  of  resolution.  And  so  it  was  a few  weeks  ago  when 
I tried  to  figure  out  just  what  goes  on  in  the  heads  of  these  individuals 
who  shamelessly  lie.  Obviously  these  people  lack  integrity,  and  one 
suspects  that  personality  disorders  are  involved,  and  then  it  came  to  me.. 
...  these  people  operate  under  pressure  from  their  greed  and  fear.  Two 
states  of  mind  that  can  distort  the  best  of  our  human  qualities.  But  also, 
I suppose,  these  individuals  are  also  the  victims  of  something  called 
"The  Big  Lie".  Stewart  Udall,  in  his  book  on  the  tragic  love  affair 
America  had/has  with  nuclear  power  defines  it  this  way. . . . "The  term 
"Big  Lie"  was  coined  in  this  century  to  describe  a tissue  of  lies  that 
are,  by  design  and  by  constant  and  shameless  repetition,  transformed  into 
a paramount  "truth"  that  governs  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  an 
organization,  government,  or  Public."  The  Big  Lie  here  is  that  there  is 
such  a thing  as  a Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute,  and  this  situation  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  billions  of  dollars  worth  of  coal  that  lie  under 
this  ground.  Yeah,  right,...  and  the  Gulf  War  had  nothing  to  do  with  oil! 

The  Corporate  Hopis  recently  put  out  a press  release  that  contained 
slanderous  lies.  When  the  injured  parties  lawyer  contacted  the  HTC,  they 
were  told  "As  I am  sure  you  are  aware,  employees  and  officers  of  the  Hopi 
Tribe,  while  acting  within  the  scope  of  their  duties  are  protected  by  the 
Hopi  Tribes  sovereign  immunity.  Press  releases  prepared  and  issued  by 
persons  such  as  ...  (name  withheld  to  protect  the  guilty) . . in  their 
capacity  as  employees  and  officers  of  the  Hopi  Tribe  clearly  fall  within 
the  protections  afforded  by  this  immunity,  regardless  of  where  those 


releases  were  distributed.  The  sovereign  immunity  of  the  Hopi  Tribe  does 
not  stop  at  the  borders  of  the  Hopi  Reservation.".  Which,  as  far  as  I can 
tell,  is  a convoluted  way  of  saying  " Hey, ....  we  can  lie  and  there  is 
nothing  you  can  do  about  it,  'cos  we'are  above  the  law.  Uncle  Sam  says 
so" 

And  then  I remember  that  "sovereign  immunity"  is  the  reason  the 
Manybeads  suit  was  dismissed  without  a fair  hearing.  And  then  I remember 
that  a few  year  ago  some  of  the  resistors  filed  a lawsuit  charging  that 
the  Accomodation  Agreement  was  discriminatory  (which  it  is).  Guess  what? 
the  case  was  dismissed  due  to  sovereign  immunity.  And  then  I remember 
that  30-some  years  ago  the  Hopi  people  went  to  court  to  have  the  HTC 
declared  illegal,  (which  it  is).  As  hard  as  it  may  be  to  believe,  the 
case  was  dismissed  dues  to  HTC  sovereign  immunity.  Nice  little  loophole 
the  HTC  and  feds  have  worked  out  between  them. 

The  issue  of  truth,  in  the  sense  of  accuracy,  is  important  for  any  of 
you  who  choose  to  write  to  the  Clowns.  For  instance,  writing  them  that 
3000  are  set  to  be  evicted,  or  that  10,000  were  relocated  to  the  NewLands 
( 2 erroneous  facts  that  were  all  over  the  Net  a while  back)  just  means 
your  letter  will  be  dismissed.  I don't  for  one  minute  believe  that 
Politicians  read  their  mail.  They  have  staff  to  do  that  for  them.  However, 
it  is  those  staff  members  who  determine  what  gets  kicked  upstairs  to  their 
bosses,  so  if  you  write  a persuasive,  well  written,  fact-based  letter,  it 
may  be  possible  to  bring  individual  staff  members  over  to  your  point  of 
view,  and  they  can  influence  the  Clowns.  Also,  if  you  are  "armed"  with 
the  facts,  and  they  choose  to  answer  you,  they  will  be  forced  to  create 
more  lies  to  cover  up  their  first  lies, . . . eventually  the  lies  become  so 
transparent  that  even  more  people  become  aware  of  them.  So  please  take 
the  time  to  check  the  facts. 

I've  come  across  another  good  book  on  the  history  of  this  neighbourhood 
that  paints  quite  a different  picture  than  that  put  out  by  the  Feds  and 
HTC.  "Apache,  Navajo,  & Spaniard"  by  lack  D Forbes  uses  the  oral  history 
of  all  the  tribes  of  the  southwest,  the  records  of  the  Spanish,  as  well 
as  archaeological,  ethnographic,  and  linguistic  evidence.  In  closing  his 
introduction  he  writes  " It  is  wrong,  then,  to  picture  the  Navajos  and 
Apaches  simply  as  recent  migrants  from  Canada  to  the  Southwest. 
Biologically  we  know  that  they  are  thoroughly  intermixed  with  their 
neighbours  of  all  languages,  and  this  intermixture  has  included  the 
absorption  of  bands,  clans,  or  village  units  who  were  participants  in 
ancient  Puebloan  or  other  Southwestern  ways  of  life."  The  racist  idea 
that  the  Navajos  are  recent  invaders  has  been  used  extensively  by  the 
Feds  to  justify  their  relocation.  (The  same  justification  was  used  by  the 
Spanish  to  take  Inca  land,  and  by  the  Dutch  taking  Bantu  land  in  what  is 
now  known  as  South  Africa.)  The  rest  of  the  book  has  plenty  of  examples 
showing  the  interrelationships  between  the  Navajo  and  Hopi.  Incidentally, 
if  any  of  you  are  interested  in  the  part  racism  has  played  in  this 
relocation  issue,  I recommend  reading  David  Brugges  book  "The  Navajo- 
Hopi  Land  Dispute:  An  American  tragedy. 

Back  in  the  real  world,  things  are  busy,  busy,  busy. 

Long  days. 

Down  in  the  canyons  the  giant  Cottonwood  trees  are  leafing,  with  that 
particular  shade  of  green  that  in  the  desert  means  water.  I've  lost  track 
of  the  number  and  variety  of  new  flowers  that  have  appeared.  Even  the 
cactus  that  are  normally  invisible  are  crowned  with  vivid  scarlet  blooms. 
The  reptiles  are  out  and  about,  as  are  the  stinkbugs.  The  hummingbirds 
are  back,  and  birds  nests  are  full  of  noisy  mouths.  One  of  our  dogs  has 
had  puppies,  and  the  cats  have  kittens.  It's  hot,  dry,  and  windy.  Gusty, 
strong  winds  that  drive  the  sand  into  every  crevice,  ears,  eyes,  nose. 

On  top  of  the  usual  chores,  the  garden  takes  lots  of  time....  especially 
as  I'm  watering  by  hand  with  a coffee  can.  Shearing  time.  It's  done  with 
hand-shears,  kind  of  like  big  scissors.  Back  breaking  work.  Like 
everything  else  round  here,  shearing  is  labor-intensive.  Life  goes  on, 
dependent  on  your  own  body  and  brain.  (Not  discounting  the  wisdom  of  the 
elders,  the  co-operation  of  the  community,  and  the  blessings  of  Creator. 
Subsistence  is  what  this  lifeway  is  called.  Warmaker  has  a dread  of 
subsistence  lifeways.  Not  good  for  business. 


It's  been  a while  since  it  rained things  are  dry,  so  hauling  water 

is  yet  another  major  chore.  We  get  water  from  a variety  of  sources.  In 
the  winter,  after  a good  snow,  all  the  pots  and  pans  are  filled  with  snow 
and  brought  inside  to  melt.  Otherwise,  we  depend  on  springs.  A few  miles 
away  we  have  an  intermittent  spring.  A few  days  after  a rain  or  snow  it 
will  run  for  a while,  then  dry  up.  When  that  happens  we  go  further  afield 
to  another  spring  down  in  the  bottom  of  a canyon.  Water  hauling  involves 
using  a truck  loaded  with  50  gallon  barrells,  and  dipping  into  the  spring 
with  buckets.  To  do  this  its  necessary  to  have  3 things,  a)  a working 
truck,  b)  gas  money,  and  c)  the  roads  need  to  be  passable.  When  I say 
"roads",  that  is  a bit  of  an  overstatement.  Four  wheel  drive  trail  is 
closer  to  the  mark.  Several  times  I've  had  visitors  along  on  a water  run, 
and  they've  commented  that  here  would  be  the  best  place  for  the  auto 
manufacturers  to  shoot  their  sexy  commercials  for  macho  trucks  and  SUV's. 
What  this  all  means  is  that  water  is  very  precious.  It  should  not  be 
wasted.  On  average.  Grandma  and  I get  through  about  5 gallons  a day 
between  us.  Thats  for  drinking,  cooking,  washing,  cleaning  etc.  The 
Elders  say  that  in  the  old  days  there  was  a lot  more  water  around.  The 
canyons  ran  wet  longer,  and  there  were  more  springs  about. 

Where's  the  water  gone? 

Dust  north  of  here,  at  the  largest  coal  strip  mine  in  the  U.S.,  Peabody 
has  a deep  well.  They  suck  out  2,000  gallons  a minute  of  ancient, 
pristine  water.  60  minutes  an  hour.  24  hours  a day.  7 days  a week,  for 
the  last  30  years.  No  matter  which  way  you  add  it  up,  thats  one  hell  of  a 
lot  of  water.  What  do  they  do  with  this  water?  They  crush  up  the  coal, 
mix  it  with  the  water  into  a slurry,  and  then  pump  it  almost  300  miles  to 
a power  station  in  Nevada.  Here  the  coal  is  burned  to  produce  electricity 
One  of  the  things  this  electricity  is  used  for  ( and  to  a large  extent 
the  rationale  for  this  power  plant)  is  to  pump  Colorado  river  water  3 to 
4 hundred  miles  uphill  across  the  desert  to  Phoenix  and  Tucson.  Once 
there,  the  swimming  pools  are  filled....  the  golf  courses  watered,  and  in 
general  people  live  as  if  they  lived  somewhere  with  an  abundance  of  water 
The  idea  I have  is  this.  All  those  folks  down  in  Tucson  and  Phoenix 
should  load  up  their  pick-ups,  cars,  SUV's  etc  with  every  bucket,  bottle 
and  container  they  can  get,  then  drive  the  2 to  3 hundred  miles  up  here 
to  the  mesa  and  take  their  water  straight  from  our  springs.  This  would 
mean  we  can  get  rid  of  the  slurry  line,  close  the  environmental  tragedy 
known  as  the  CAP  canal,  and  those  folks  down  there  will  get  to  appreciate 
the  true  value  of  water,  and  then  live  a little  more  sustainably. 

I will  leave  you  with  a final  thought  on  this  "Exclusion"  episode.  At 
the  second  of  the  recent  exclusion  hearings,  the  lawyer  for  the  Hopi 
Tribe  stated  "the  Hopi  Tribe  need  not  consent  to  anyones  request  for 
permission  to  stay  on  Hopi  Lands,  except  those  persons  whose  presence  is 
governed  by  federal  law."  He  also  stated  "Monesterskys  presence  on  Hopi 
Land  without  consent  is  enough  to  find  for  exclusion."  It  is  absolutely 
clear,  at  least  to  me,  from  these  statements  that  the  Corporate  Hopis  are 
claiming  that  it  is  necessary  for  ANYONE  (other  than  Hopi  Tribal  members) 
to  seek  permission  to  visit  any  of  the  Dine  people  living  here.  I tried 
to  think  of  what  other  situations  exist  in  this  country  where  its 
necessary  to  seek  permission  to  visit  someone.  The  only  thing  I could 
think  of  was  prison.  Of  course,  looking  further  afield,  Stalins  Russia 
and  South  Africa  under  apartheid.  This  is  the  thin  end  of  a very 
dangerous  wedge.  Some  serious  human  rights  are  being  abused  here.  But 
thats  not  news. 

But  then  what  the  hell  do  I know,....  I'm  just  a sheepherder. 

Thank  you  for  giving  me  your  time  to  read  this. 

Your  prayers,  support,  and  correspondence  are  invited. 

"We  need  to  reorient  our  sense  of  citizenship  towards  the  position  that 
it  is  disloyal  for  citizens  to  abet  the  crimes  of  their  government." 

For  all  my  relations 

BoPeep  (reachable  via  unclejake74@hotmail.com 
"RE : Iroquois  Deserve  More  Than  Apologies"  


Date:  Sat,  27  May  2000  10:01:47  -0700  (PDT) 


From:  ManthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Iroquois  Deserve  More  Than  Apologies 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

In  a message  dated  05/27/2000  8:14:27  AM  Pacific  Daylight  Time, 
ishgooda@voyager.net  writes: 

<<  sent  by  Paul . .thanks ! 

New  York  Times 
www . nytimes . com/ 

May  27,  2000 

Apologies  to  the  Iroquois  Are  Not  Enough 
By  ROBERT  B.  PORTER 

LAWRENCE,  Kan.  --  Across  upstate  New  York,  Indians  from  the  six  nations 
of  the  Haudenosaunee,  or  Iroquois,  are  becoming  impatient  with  the  slow 
resolution  of  claims  for  return  of  land  taken  from  us  illegally  after  1790. 
A claim  by  the  Oneidas  for  900  acres  near  Oneida  Lake  is  finally  heading 
to  trial,  but  Seneca  and  Mohawk  cases  are  crawling  through  the  legal 
system,  and  an  Onondaga  claim  is  expected  this  year.  All  the  Iroquois 
hope  this  story  won't  be  $24  worth  of  beads  Part  II.  But  if  one  case  that 
has  actually  gone  to  trial  is  an  indication,  we  can  hardly  count  on  it. 

In  Danuary,  a federal  jury  awarded  the  Cayugas,  another  Iroquois  nation, 
just  $36.9  million  for  64,000  acres  of  land.  The  Cayugas  had  claimed  a 
loss  of  $2  billion.  The  United  States,  suing  on  their  behalf,  had 
estimated  their  claim  at  $335  million.  But  the  jury  awarded  even  less 
than  the  $51.9  million  offered  by  the  state  in  settlement  negotiations, 
confirming  the  bitterness  of  those  who  call  it  impossible  for  indigenous 
people  to  get  justice  in  America's  courts. 

The  case  is  not  over.  A second  phase  of  the  trial  begins  in  Duly,  and 
there  are  ample  grounds  for  modification  of  the  award.  But  the  results  so 
far  are  discouraging. 

Historically,  the  Cayugas  numbered  about  1,000  and  lived  in  the  Finger 
Lakes  area  of  central  New  York.  On  the  land  they  claim,  about  10,000 
people,  mostly  white,  now  live  in  small  towns  and  on  farms. 

After  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  new  State  of  New  York,  seeking  land  to 
give  to  men  who  had  fought  against  the  British,  coerced  the  Iroquois  into 
signing  treaties  intended  to  extinguish  our  land  titles.  But  those 
treaties  were  in  violation  of  federal  law. 

In  1790,  Congress  had  passed  the  Nonintercourse  Act,  prohibiting  and 
invalidating  all  Indian  land  transactions  not  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  federal  government.  New  York  ignored  the  law  and  took  millions  of 
acres  with  no  federal  oversight.  Some  Iroquois  retained  small 
reservations,  but  the  Cayugas  were  coerced  into  selling  all  their  land, 
for  as  little  as  $1.50  per  acre.  They  scattered,  hoping  someday  they 
might  return. 

In  1974,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the  Oneidas  could  sue  for 
violations  of  the  Nonintercourse  Act.  In  1980,  the  Cayugas,  building  on 
this  precedent,  filed  their  suit,  and  in  1989,  a federal  court  said  they 
had  a valid  claim.  The  remaining  question  was  the  appropriate  remedy. 

The  Cayugas  sought  not  only  damages,  but  the  return  of  their  land  and 
the  removal  of  all  trespassers.  But  thousands  of  those  living  in  the  claim 
area  mobilized  to  oppose  the  establishment  of  any  new  Cayuga  homeland, 
and  last  summer  the  court  ruled  that  removal  of  trespassers  was  not  an 
"equitable"  remedy. 

The  theory  of  justice  embraced  thus  far  by  federal,  state  and  local 
officials  is  that  the  Cayugas  should  be  paid  some  amount  of  money  with 
which  they  can  try  to  buy  their  own  land  back  from  people  who  do  not  want 
them  to  have  any  of  it. 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  another  issue  that  forces  Americans  to  confront 
their  sinful  past  quite  like  an  Indian  land  claim.  The  trespassing  non- 
Indians  in  Cayuga  territory  protest  that  it  was  not  they,  but  the  state, 

200  years  ago,  that  caused  this  problem.  They  are  technically  right.  But 
they  are  still  residing  on  someone  else's  land. 

After  two  centuries  of  aggression  that  led  to  the  near-demise  of  the 
Cayugas  as  a people,  justice  requires  more  than  handing  them  a check  and 
wishing  them  luck.  It  requires  that  the  wrongdoer,  the  state,  give  them 


back  enough  land  and  enough  of  a financial  settlement  to  allow  them  to 
rebuild  their  nation. 

As  in  Northern  Ireland,  leaders  on  both  sides  need  to  emerge  to  build 
peace  plans  between  New  York  and  the  Iroquois.  But  before  that  can  happen, 
state  and  federal  officials  must  find  the  political  courage  to  tell  the 
whites  living  on  Indian  land  that  the  original  owners  continue  to  have  a 
valid  legal  right  to  it. 

Robert  B.  Porter  is  a professor  of  law  at  the  University  of  Kansas 
and  a citizen  of  the  Seneca  Nation. 

"RE : Native  Children  Deprived  Of  Care"  

Date:  Mon,  15  May  2000  12:39:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Native  Children  Deprived  Of  Care 
The  Globe  and  Mail, 

By  Michael  Valpy 

Federal-government  doctors  withheld  specialized  dental  care  for 
children  in  eight  aboriginal  residential  schools  in  the  1940s  and 
1950s  to  see  what  the  effect  would  be  on  their  teeth  and  overall 
health.  The  specialized  dental  care  was  withheld  as  part  of  a 
five-year  study  of  aboriginal  children's  nutrition.  The  study's 
director.  Dr.  L.  B.  Pett,  the  retired  chief  of  the  nutrition 
division  of  the  Department  of  National  Health  and  Welfare,  said 
parental  consent  was  not  obtained  for  the  study.  Instead,  the 
government  obtained  permission  from  the  school  principals. 

A letter  dated  Oct.  3,  1949,  from  Dr.  H.  K.  Brown,  chief  of  the 
department's  dental  health  division,  said:  "It  is  important  that 
during  the  period  of  this  study,  no  specialized,  over-all  type  of 
dental  service  should  be  provided,  such  as  the  use  of  sodium 
fluoride,  dental  prophylaxis  [professional  cleaning]  or  even  urea 
compounds  [used  in  treatment  of  decay]. 

"In  this  study  dental  caries  [decay]  and  gingivitis  [gum  disease] 
are  both  important  factors  in  assessing  nutritional  status.  The 
caries  index  could  be  upset  by  such  specialized  dental  measures  as 
those  referred  to  above.  ..." 

The  letter  --  referring  specifically  to  the  United  Church  school  in 
Port  Alberni,  B.C.  --  also  said  that  preventive  dental  treatment 
would  make  the  study  of  "questionable  value"  in  measuring  vitamin  C 
deficiency. 

Fillings  and  extractions  were  to  continue. 

Professor  Gary  Accursi  of  the  University  of  Toronto's  Faculty  of 
Dentistry  said  yesterday  that  a dental-ethics  committee  would  be 
unlikely  to  approve  such  a trial  today.  He  said  he  did  not  know 
whether  it  would  have  passed  the  ethical  standards  of  the  time. 

A Toronto  medical  expert  on  clinical  trials,  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified,  said  the  letter,  on  its  face,  implied  clearly  that  the 
Canadian  government  was  prepared  to  let  aboriginal  children  suffer 
the  effects  of  poor  nutrition  without  intervention  so  long  as  its 
study  was  not  adulterated. 

Dr.  Pett,  in  an  interview  yesterday,  put  the  study,  which  he  said 
was  conducted  at  eight  schools,  in  a different  context.  It  was 
carried  out,  he  said,  to  improve  nutrition  for  aboriginal  children 
and  provide  information  on  good  nutrition  for  their  parents. 

Fluoride  treatment,  now  considered  one  of  history's  greatest 
public-health  advances,  was  then  in  its  infancy.  The  first  fluoride 
trials  in  Canada,  in  Stratford  and  Brantford,  were  being  carried 
out  at  the  time  of  the  study.  The  only  thing  that  bothered  Dr.  Pett 
about  the  study  from  an  ethical  point  of  view,  he  said,  was  the 
absence  of  parental  consent.  "Parental  consent  was  always  an 
issue,"  he  said.  "It  was  hard  to  contact  them.  So  many  were  in  the 
bush . " 


So  the  study  went  ahead,  he  said,  with  the  consent  of  the  school 
principals,  who  were  given  more-or-less  legal  status  as  in  loco 
parentis  (in  the  place  of  a parent). 

The  records  of  the  nutritional  study  were  found  in  Ottawa's 
National  Archives  by  freelance  writer  David  Napier,  commissioned  by 
the  Anglican  Journal,  the  newspaper  of  the  Anglican  Church  of 
Canada,  to  inquire  into  aboriginal  residential  schools.  The  Journal 
will  publish  his  article,  the  result  of  eight  months  research, 
later  this  month. 

The  schools  were  operated  by  churches  in  a contractual  relationship 
with  the  federal  government  for  more  than  a century. 

Children  as  young  as  five  were  taken  away  from  their  families  and 
placed  in  the  schools.  They  were  ordered  not  to  use  their  mother 
tongue  and  to  set  aside  their  cultural  values  and  practices. 

The  Roman  Catholic,  Anglican  and  United  Churches,  along  with  the 
federal  government,  face  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in 
lawsuits  from  nearly  6,000  former  students. 
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Mohawk  protesters  erect  tepee  on  land  slated  for  new  police  station 
KAHNAWAKE,  Que.  (CP)  _ A group  of  Mohawk  protesters  has 
erected  a tepee  on  land  where  the  band  council  wants  to  build  a new  police 
station,  saying  they  won't  move  until  the  project  is  called  off. 

The  protesters  say  the  proposed  site,  which  contains  a former 
quarry,  should  be  left  alone  for  public  use. 

"This  is  a source  of  fresh  water,  everyone  enjoys  it  here," 
spokesman  Stuart  Myiow  said  Tuesday. 

He  also  criticized  the  way  the  Mohawk  council  made  the 
decision . 

The  council  proposed  three  possible  sites  for  the  police  station 
more  than  18  months  ago.  It  finally  settled  on  the  disputed  spot 
after  another  one  fell  through,  despite  the  fact  residents  were 
against  the  idea. 

"The  people  have  already  said  no  to  this  site  and  now,  all  of  a 
sudden,  it's  being  sprung  on  the  people  to  build  here,"  Myiow 
said . 

Council  spokesman  Tim  Norton  said  there  haven't  been  any 
official  complaints,  and  pointed  out  the  land  in  question  hasn't  even 
been  surveyed  yet  and  might  prove  unsuitable. 

But  as  far  as  Norton  is  concerned,  the  location  is  ideal. 

"Strategically,  it's  in  the  middle  of  the  territory  and  is  an 
entrance  point  to  the  community,"  he  said. 

Police  chief  Warren  Lahache  said  there  are  no  immediate  plans  to 
arrest  the  protesters,  who  have  been  camping  out  since  Sunday. 

"No  law  is  being  broken  right  now,"  he  said.  "It'll  come  to  a 
peaceful  resolution,  as  it  always  does." 

(Montreal  Gazette) 
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Dudge  ondens  voting  distnict  fon  Rosebud  County  Indians 
c.  Associated  Pness. 

5/21/2 000 

FORSYTH  (AP)  - A fedenal  judge  has  issued  an  onden  intended  to  make  sune 
Indians  can  get  elected  to  one  of  the  thnee  seats  on  the  Rosebud  County 
Commission.  U.S.  Distnict  Dudge  Donald  Molloy  ondened  the  immediate 
fonmation  of  a County  Commission  distnict  in  which  most  of  the  population 
is  Indian.  The  decision  topples  a system  that  elected  the  thnee 
commissionens  thnough  countywide  voting. 

Molloy  ondened  the  county  to  cancel  its  Dune  6 pnimany  election  fon  a 
commission  post  that  expines  this  yean,  and  said  names  of  candidates  fnom 
the  new  distnict  must  appean  on  the  Novemben  ballot. 

Indians  compnise  about  27  pencent  of  Rosebud  County's  population.  Most 
live  in  the  Lame  Deen  anea  on  the  Nonthenn  Cheyenne  Indian  Resenvation.  A 
change  similan  to  what  Molloy  ondened  in  Rosebud  County  occunned  in  Big 
Honn  County  in  1986,  and  in  Roosevelt  County  eanlien  this  yean. 

Cnitics  of  at-lange  elections  said  those  elections  violated  the  fedenal 
law  that  pnohibits  voten  discnimination  on  the  basis  of  nace. 

Civil-nights  lawyens  and  fedenal  officials  said  minonities  have  little 
on  no  chance  of  being  elected  when  white  votens  dominate. 

The  decision  Molloy  issued  last  week  makes  the  political  pnocess  in 
Rosebud  County  mone  legitimate,  said  Laughlin  McDonald,  dinecton  of  the 
Amenican  Civil  Libenties  Union's  Voting  Rights  Pnoject.  Last  yean,  the 
ACLU  filed  a lawsuit  in  connection  with  the  county  election  system. 

Molloy  ondened  political  panties  in  Rosebud  County  to  make  nominations 
this  summen,  and  put  candidates  fon  the  new  ma jonity-Indian  distnict  on 
Novemben 's  genenal-election  ballot.  The  penson  elected  in  Novemben  will 
begin  a six-yean  commission  tenm  in  Danuany. 

Rosebud  County  officials  had  wanted  to  postpone  nedistnicting  until 
figunes  fnom  the  2000  census  became  available.  The  officials  said  that 
soon  aften  developing  a distnicting  plan  to  comply  with  Molloy' s onden, 
funthen  nedistnicting  may  be  necessany  to  neflect  findings  of  the  census. 

In  Blaine  County,  a fight  continues  with  the  Dustice  Depantment,  which 
has  filed  a lawsuit  seeking  to  fonce  cneation  of  a voting  distnict  in 
Hanlem,  whene  the  population  is  mostly  Indian. 

Last  month,  fedenal  officials  spent  a week  in  Glacien  County,  whene  56 
pencent  of  the  population  is  Indian. 

They  analyzed  election  data  and  intenviewed  people  on  the  Blackfeet 
Indian  Resenvation  but  have  not  indicated  if  action  against  the  county  is 
planned . 
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By  Nancy  Lofholm 

Denven  Post  Westenn  Slope  Buneau 

May  23  - An  Indian  tnibe  that  was  dniven  out  of  Colonado  mone  than  a 
centuny  ago  is  putting  the  state  on  notice  that  it  wants  to  neclaim 
hunting  nights  on  mone  than  a million  acnes  of  westenn  Colonado  - nights 
the  tnibe  claims  wene  guananteed  in  an  1874  land  agneement. 

The  Nonthenn  Ute  Tnibe,  based  in  Font  Duchesne,  Utah,  is  asking  that  its 
membens  be  allowed  to  hunt  on  a pontion  of  land  signed  oven  to  the  U.S. 
govennment  by  thnee  Ute  tnibes  unden  the  Bnunot  Agneement.  In  that  pact. 


the  Utes  gave  up  3.4  million  acres  in  southwestern  Colorado  in  return  for 
hunting  rights  there  "for  so  long  as  the  game  lasts  and  Indians  are  at 
peace  with  white  people." 

The  area  is  within  parts  of  eight  counties,  marked  roughly  by  a 
rectangle  formed  by  Naturita,  Lake  City,  Pagosa  Springs  and  Cortez. 

Colorado  officials  disagree  with  the  Utah  Utes'  claim  because  of  the 
"peace"  portion  of  that  historical  stipulation.  Ken  Lane  of  the  Colorado 
attorney  general's  office  said  the  Brunot  Agreement  was  broken  when  the 
Utes  killed  settlers  in  1879  during  the  Meeker  massacre.  "The  argument  can 
be  made  that,  given  the  Meeker  tragedy  and  the  subsequent  removal  of  the 
Utes  in  1880,  the  Brunot  Agreement  was  abrogated,"  Lane  said. 

Lane  said  the  attorney  general's  office  is  also  objecting  to  the 
hunting  rights  request  because  it  was  made  on  behalf  of  all  3,500  Northern 
Ute  tribe  members.  Lane  said  only  a portion  of  the  Northern  Utes  were 
removed  from  Colorado.  He  said  the  majority  of  the  Northern  Ute  tribe 
originally  lived  in  Utah. 

In  spite  of  the  statement  that  the  Brunot  Agreement  was  broken  long  ago, 
the  state  has  agreements  on  Brunot  hunting  rights  with  the  two  Ute  tribes 
based  in  Colorado. 

In  1978,  the  Ute  Mountain  Utes,  headquartered  at  Towaoc  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  Colorado,  sued  the  state  for  their  historical  hunting  rights. 

The  state  granted  the  tribe  those  rights  under  a consent  decree,  avoiding 
what  would  have  been  a lengthy  and  costly  trial. 

The  consent  decree  gave  the  1,300  members  of  the  Ute  Mountain  Ute  tribe 
the  right  to  hunt  deer  and  elk  in  the  Brunot  area  without  a state  license 
"for  subsistence,  religious  or  ceremonial  purposes." 

Tribal  members  can  hunt  big  game  year-round  as  long  as  they  follow  their 
tribe's  own  hunting  regulations.  Tribal  members  can  also  hunt  bear, 
mountain  lion,  small  game,  game  birds  and  waterfowl  and  hunt  or  trap  fur- 
bearing animals,  but  only  during  hunting  seasons  set  out  by  the  state. 

Prior  to  that  agreement  with  the  Ute  Mountain  Utes,  the  Southern  Ute  Tribe, 
based  in  Ignacio,  ceded  its  Brunot  hunting  rights  to  the  state  in  return 
for  the  state's  not  enforcing  hunting  regulations  on  the  boundaries  of 
inholdings  within  the  tribe's  checkerboard  reservation  lands. 

In  letters  to  Attorney  General  Ken  Salazar,  the  Northern  Utes  are  asking 
for  rights  similar  to  the  Ute  Mountain  Utes'.  Northern  Ute  attorney  Rob 
Thompson  would  not  say  if  the  Northern  Utes  plan  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  Ute  Mountain  Utes  and  sue  for  their  rights  if  they  can't  be  negotiated. 
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McLeod  Treaty 

PRINCE  GEORGE  --  The  federal  government  has  ratified  a 
treaty  with  the  McLeod  Lake  Indian  Band. 

The  deal  includes  land  and  30-million  dollars  in  cash. 

It  was  ratified  by  the  province  in  December  and  approved  by  the 
band's  387  members  in  November. 

A signing  ceremony  will  be  held  tomorrow  at  the  McLeod  Lake 
reserve,  160  kilometres  north  of  Prince  George. 

The  pact  settles  a lawsuit  begun  by  the  band  in  1983. 

The  band  agrees  not  to  build  a sawmill  for  20  years  and  to  make 
timber  available  to  local  mills. 

It  will  receive  the  benefits  of  the  100-year-old  Treaty  8, 
which  includes  almost  20-thousand  hectares  of  Crown  land  claimed  by 
the  band. 
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UC  wants  center  for  Pacific  Coast  Indians 

Officials  at  the  Riverside  campus  wants  to  create  a study  center  and 

archive  for  heritage  preservation 

By  Matthew  Tresaugue 

C.  THE  RIVERSIDE  PRESS-ENTERPRISE 

May  20,  2000 

RIVERSIDE  --  American  Indians  could  find  a place  to  preserve  their 
heritage,  and  bring  new  generations  into  education,  through  a proposed 
academic  center  devoted  to  the  study  of  Pacific  Coast  tribes. 

UC  Riverside  officials  hope  to  create  a top-ranked  American  Indian 
research  hub  and  archive  for  indigenous  people  and  cultures  stretching 
from  San  Diego  to  Alaska  and  including  Hawaii.  Their  plans  reflect  a 
growing  interest  in  the  subject  by  academics  and  tribes  nationwide. 

"We  have  nothing  like  this,"  said  Gloria  Wright,  director  of  D-Q 
University,  a two-year  tribal  college  on  the  Soboba  reservation  near  San 
Dacinto.  "I  can't  go  to  the  library  and  pull  my  history  off  the  shelf.  We 
have  scraps  of  paper  in  cardboard  boxes.  Now,  it  is  time  to  pull  together 
those  scraps  of  paper  into  books." 

The  ambitious  proposal,  which  is  in  the  early  stages  of  planning,  has 
received  support  from  area  tribal  leaders,  key  scholars,  and  state 
officials,  including  Lt.  Gov.  Cruz  Bustamante.  Bustamante  and  state  Sen. 
Richard  Polanco,  D-Los  Angeles,  have  requested  $250,000  from  the  upcoming 
state  budget  to  bolster  the  university's  endowed  chair  in  American  Indian 
studies . 

And  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  is  expected  to  announce  in 
Duly  whether  UC  Riverside  will  receive  $50,000  to  further  develop  the  idea 

Clifford  E.  Trafzer,  who  teaches  American  Indian  studies  at  UC  Riverside 
said  the  center  would  address  such  current  issues  as  sovereignty, 
migration  and  cultural  tourism,  and  help  tribes  preserve  the  artifacts, 
oral  traditions  and  dances  that  are  in  danger  of  fading  away  with  the 
older  generation. 

"It  would  not  be  this  ivory  tower  in  Riverside,"  said  Trafzer,  a Wyandot 
Indian  who  was  raised  in  Arizona.  "It  will  be  accessible.  We  want  them  to 
learn  about  themselves." 

Patricia  O'Brien,  UC  Riverside's  dean  of  humanities,  said  she  believes 
the  research  center  would  be  the  first  in  the  nation  to  examine  multiple 
tribes  at  once  in  a large  region.  Other  centers  typically  concentrate  on 
one  tribe  or  a smaller  geographic  area.  The  proposed  center,  she  said,  is 
"justified  and  required." 

UC  Riverside  Chancellor  Raymond  L.  Orbach  endorsed  Trafzer's  idea,  and 
O'Brien  said  she  plans  to  hire  three  professors  with  specialties  in  such 
areas  as  oral  traditions. 

Trafzer  also  hopes  to  introduce  an  interdisciplinary  doctoral  degree  in 
American  Indian  studies,  joining  two  other  universities  that  have 
doctorate  programs  in  the  field. 

The  proposal  has  excited  area  tribes  and  educators.  In  a letter  to  the 
humanities  endowment,  Dohn  A.  Dames,  chairman  of  the  Cabazon  Band  of 
Mission  Indians  near  Indio,  wrote  that  the  tribe  will  help  find  corporate 
and  private  donors  for  a $15  million  fund  that  the  university  plans  to 
establish  for  the  proposed  center. 

The  Cabazons  and  other  California  tribes  have  money  to  spare,  thanks  to 
the  success  of  casino  gambling  on  their  reservations . For  example,  the 
Agua  Caliente  Band  of  Cahuilla  Indians  has  donated  more  than  $4.6  million 
for  community  projects  since  its  Palm  Springs  casino  opened  in  1995. 


When  asked  if  the  university  was  banking  on  sharing  in  the  tribes' 
newfound  wealth,  UC  Riverside  officials  said  no.  The  proposed  center  would 
meet  a need  and  responsibility  of  the  campus,  said  Robert  Nava,  assistant 
vice  chancellor  of  government  relations. 

"Our  interest  in  the  Native  American  community  is  the  entire  community, 
not  just  those  tribes  with  gaming  facilities,"  Nava  said. 

Deron  Marquez,  chairman  of  the  San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians  near 
Highland,  said  he  hopes  the  proposed  research  center  "is  being  done  in  the 
best  interests  of  arts  and  sciences." 

California  has  107  tribes  recognized  by  the  federal  government,  but 
Marquez  said  information  on  California  tribes  is  limited,  scattered  and 
dated . 

"We  are  living  in  this  time  warp,"  said  Marquez,  who  is  working  on  a Ph. 
D.  in  politics  and  policy  at  Claremont  Graduate  University.  "People  have  a 
hard  time  realizing  that  we  are  not  those  stereotypical,  romanticized 
figures  out  of  the  19th  century." 

Traditionally,  Indians  have  not  had  much  of  a voice  in  higher  education. 
A lot  of  early  scholarship  produced  stereotypical  material  that  did  not 
benefit  tribes,  said  lay  Stauss,  director  of  the  University  of  Arizona's 
American  Indian  Studies  program. 

Academic  interest  in  Indian  history  and  culture,  however,  has  grown  over 
the  past  decade,  and  the  research  has  provided  new  insight  into  the 
anthropology  of  tribes. 

At  the  University  of  Arizona,  Stauss  helped  create  the  first  Ph.D. 
program  in  American  Indian  studies  in  1996.  The  UC  Davis  has  since  added  a 
similar  program,  and  UC  Riverside  would  like  to  have  the  third.  UCLA  does 
not  have  a doctoral  degree  in  the  field,  but  its  American  Indian  Studies 
Center  is  a research  leader  and  publishes  a well-known  quarterly  journal. 

UC  Riverside  made  its  name  in  the  field  with  the  1986  introduction  of 
the  nation's  first  endowed  chair  in  American  Indian  history.  Its  Rupert 
Costo  Library  of  the  American  Indian  has  gathered  roughly  7,000  volumes 
and  more  than  9,000  papers,  recordings  and  works  of  art,  among  other 
things . 

As  Indian  scholarship  has  increased,  more  and  more  Indians  nationwide 
have  been  attending  universities.  The  U.S.  Department  of  Education  reports 
that  the  undergraduate  enrollment  has  nearly  doubled  over  the  past  two 
decades.  A record  153  Indians  received  doctorates  in  1996. 

Still,  American  Indians  made  up  less  than  1 percent  of  this  year's  42, 
000  admissions  for  first-time  freshmen  to  the  University  of  California 
system.  Those  enrollment  numbers,  tribal  leaders  believe,  will  improve 
with  a stronger  American  Indian  program  at  UC  Riverside,  which  is  located 
within  50  miles  of  26  reservations . 

"RE : Tulalip  and  Seattle  Reach  Agreement"  

Date:  5/27/00  2:12:36  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : Tulalip  and  Seattle  reach  agreement 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+>  [from  Lona.  Thanks!] 

Tulalip  and  Seattle  reach  agreement 
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by  David  Melmer 
Today  staff 

SEATTLE,  Wash.  - Mutual  respect  for  sovereignty,  culture  and  values 
prompted  the  city  of  Seattle  and  the  Tulalip  Tribes  to  enter  into  an 
agreement  that  promotes  government  to  government  relationships  and 
conflict  resolution. 

An  intergovernmental  committee  will  form  the  catalyst  for  the  good-faith 
working  relationship  that  will  take  both  governments  toward  mutually 
established  goals.  The  City  Council  passed  an  ordinance  that  establishes 
the  new  relationship.  It  is  expected  to  be  signed  by  Mayor  Paul  Schell. 

The  ordinance  will  take  effect  30-day  after  signing. 

"We  are  excited  about  the  possibilities  the  agreement  will  bring,"  said 


John  McCoy,  executive  director  of  the  Tulalip  Tribes. 

"This  government  to  government  relationship  is  a positive  step  between 
the  Tulalips  and  the  city  of  Seattle." 

Resolution  of  issues  that  affect  each  government  entity  will  be  dealt 
with  in  the  committee  before  or  as  conflicts  arise.  Many  issues  affect  the 
tribes  of  the  Northwest:  Water,  fishing,  wildlife  and  other  natural 
resources  many  times  become  tense  political  conflicts  between  the  tribes 
and  non-Indian  communities  that  affect  the  entire  region. 

Likewise,  the  city  of  Seattle,  as  the  largest  city  in  the  region,  deals 
with  governmental  issues  that  affect  not  only  the  region,  but  tribal 
governments  and  reservations  as  well. 

The  contributions  both  parties  make  to  the  region  are  recognized  in  the 
agreement  and  form  the  moral  and  ethical  foundation  they  will  abide  by  in 
meeting  the  goals  each  has  for  the  future,  the  agreement  states. 

Stated  goals  of  the  committee  are  to  promote  a respect  for  the  different 
cultures,  promote  community  pride,  encourage  civility,  develop  a sense  of 
place  and  offer  hope  for  the  future  and  recognize  the  sovereignty  of  each 
of  the  governments. 

The  intergovernmental  committee  will  be  composed  of  elected  officials  or 
their  designated  representatives  from  the  two  governments.  Committee 
members  were  given  the  authority  by  ordinance  to  draft  agreements  on  which 
the  two  governments  can  take  action. 

The  committee  also  will  take  on  the  responsibility  to  resolve  issues. 

The  first  meeting  will  take  place  within  60  days  after  the  agreement  is 
signed  and  the  committee  will  meet  annually  after  that.  It  has  the  option 
of  ordering  more  meetings  as  circumstances  dictate. 

Three  representatives  from  each  party  will  make  up  the  committee.  Any 
representative  can  be  removed  at  any  time.  The  committee  was  given 
latitude  on  how  it  will  handle  matters  that  come  before  it.  The  intent  is 
to  achieve  a consensus  on  any  matter  that  requires  attention. 

Matters  brought  before  the  committee  will  include,  but  are  not  limited 
to  environmental  protection,  cultural  events,  fisheries  and  habitat 
restoration,  the  agreement  states.  The  committee  must  agree  to  address  any 
issue . 

To  facilitate  an  equitable  outcome  to  solutions,  will  be  a delegate  from 
Seattle  and  another  from  the  tribe.  At  least  two  members  from  each  of  the 
governments  must  be  present  at  any  meeting  to  take  formal  action. 

A major  element  will  be  dispute  resolution.  Should  a misunderstanding 
occur  between  the  two  governments,  good  faith  efforts  to  resolve  the 
disputes  will  be  undertaken.  Either  party  may  request  mediation  if  there 
is  no  resolution. 

Richard  Conlin,  Seattle  councilman,  said  tribes  through  the  country  look 
to  the  Northwest  tribes  as  models  for  "achieving  significant  results  in 
ensuring  Native  American  rights  are  honored.  He  attributed  that  statement 
to  Wilma  Mankiller,  former  principal  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

"The  agreement  being  created  is  a good  example  of  that  success." 

<+>=<+> 
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"RE : Corrections  Officer  May  Keep  Long  Hair"  

Date:  Sat,  27  May  2000  10:26:48  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MarthaET@aol.com 

Sub j : Ohio  Supreme  Court:  Corrections  officer  may  keep  long  hair 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

http: //www. dispatch . com/news/newsfea00/may00/291382. html 

Court:  Corrections  officer  may  keep  long  hair 
Thursday,  May  25,  2000 
Alan  Johnson 

Dispatch  Statehouse  Reporter 

Wendell  A.  Humphrey  does  not  have  to  cut  his  hair. 


Alysie  PeytonDispatch 

Wendell  A.  Humphrey  believes  his  long  hair  symbolizes  his  American  India 
culture  and  religion 

State  prison  officials  threatened  to  fire  the  corrections  officer  if  he 
didn't  trim  the  long  hair  that  he  believes  symbolizes  his  American  Indian 
culture  and  religion,  but  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court  ruled  6-1  yesterday  in 
favor  of  Humphrey. 

"Forcing  Humphrey  to  cut  his  hair  would  certainly  infringe  on  the  free 
exercise  of  his  religion,"  Dustice  Paul  E.  Pfeifer  wrote  in  the  majority 
decision . 

Humphrey,  who  works  at  Hocking  Correctional  Facility  near  Nelsonville, 
received  the  news  from  his  wife,  who  ran  out  of  their  house  in  the  Perry 
County  village  of  Corning. 

"There'll  be  no  barbers  here!"  Kathy  Humphrey  shouted. 

"I  was  just  so  happy,"  said  Mr.  Humphrey,  48.  "I  didn't  know  what  to  say 
I owe  it  all  to  the  Creator. 

"I  think  I changed  a little  history  here." 

State  officials  were  reviewing  the  decision  yesterday. 

Doe  Andrews,  spokesman  for  the  Department  of  Rehabilitation  and 
Correction,  said  prison  officials  must  determine  whether  the  grooming  rule 
that  Humphrey  successfully  challenged  must  be  changed  because  of  the 
court  decision. 

Prison  officials  argued  that  they  need  such  policies  to  help  maintain 
order  and  discipline  among  employees. 

Todd  Boyer,  spokesman  for  Attorney  General  Betty  D.  Montgomery,  said 
religious-freedom  cases  "involve  a very  delicate  balancing  act." 

"The  court  believed  Mr.  Humphrey's  religious  freedom  outweighed  the 
state's  compelling  interest  in  having  such  a policy." 

The  court  concluded  that  prison  officials  have  a right  to  enact  grooming 
rules  for  employees  but  said  there  are  "less  restrictive"  ways  to  enforce 
the  rules  instead  of  forcing  Humphrey  to  cut  his  hair  or  firing  him. 

Humphrey  is  of  Shoshone-Bannock  heritage  and  was  born  on  a reservation 
in  Fort  Hall,  Idaho.  Adopted  at  age  5 by  a white  family,  he  didn't  learn 
about  his  heritage  until  he  was  grown. 

At  that  point,  Humphrey  decided  to  embrace  his  religion  and  culture.  He 
grew  his  hair  long  because  his  tribe  believes  the  Creator  recognizes 
people  by  their  hair. 

Humphrey's  religious  conversion  clashed  with  employee  rules  at  Hocking 
Correctional  Facility,  where  he  began  working  in  1988.  The  prison  is  about 
55  miles  southeast  of  Columbus. 

In  1992,  Humphrey  was  told  that  he  could  keep  his  hair  tucked  under  his 
prison  cap  while  on  duty. 

But  in  January  1997,  the  prison  system  tightened  the  rules,  and  Humphrey 
was  ordered  to  cut  his  hair  or  be  fired.  He  remained  on  the  job  while  the 
case  proceeded  through  the  courts. 

Humphrey  challenged  the  rule  on  religious  grounds  and  won  in  Hocking 
County  Common  Pleas  Court.  That  decision  was  overturned  by  the  4th 
District  Court  of  Appeals  in  Circleville. 

Kathleen  Trafford,  Humphrey's  attorney,  appealed  to  the  Ohio  Supreme 
Court,  which  heard  the  case  Oct.  13,  1999. 

"We  were  hopeful  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court,  given  their  long  history  of 
broadly  upholding  religious  freedom  in  Ohio,  was  the  place  to  be," 

Trafford  said.  "I  think  this  is  an  important  decision,  not  only  in  Ohio 
but  across  the  country." 

Justice  Deborah  Cook,  in  her  dissenting  opinion,  warned  that  the 
decision  set  a bad  precedent  for  other  legal  challenges  on  religious 
grounds . 

Quoting  a U.S.  Supreme  Court  case.  Cook  said  the  state  could  face  the 
"prospect  of  constitutionally  required  religious  exemptions  from  civic 
obligations  of  almost  every  conceivable  kind." 

"RE : LPDC  Response  to  No  Parole  Peltier  Association"  


Date:  Tue,  23  May  2000  19:56:57  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 


Sub j : LPDC  Response  to  the  No  Parole  Peltier  Association 


Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Official  Response  to  the 
"No  Parole  Peltier  Association"  Website: 

It  comes  as  no  surprise  that  a new  organization  named  the  "No  Parole 
Peltier  Association"  or  NPPA  is  in  fact  another  guise  for  the  FBI  to 
continue  their  campaign  of  disinformation  against  Leonard  Peltier.  The 
NPPA  consists  of  a website  sponsored  by  an  FBI  agent,  asking  people  to 
sign  a petition  against  Leonard  Peltier's  parole  release.  Once  again  the 
FBI  are  going  beyond  their  jurisdiction  as  law  enforcement  officials  to 
defame  Leonard  Peltier,  while  further  misinforming  the  public  about  the 
case.  In  doing  this,  the  FBI  is  further  obstructing  justice  in  the 
Peltier  case  and  interfering  in  his  right  to  due  process  under  the  law. 

The  NPPA's  position  as  to  why  they  do  not  support  Leonard  Peltier's 
parole  release  is  unclear.  They  make  no  mention  of  why  Leonard  Peltier 
should  be  held  in  prison  far  longer  than  the  laws  and  guidelines  of  the 
Parole  Commission  require.  Most  everything  mentioned  on  their  website  is 
irrelevant,  and  makes  no  case  against  Leonard  Peltier's  parole  release. 
Instead,  they  attack  Leonard  Peltier's  character,  Mr.  X,  and  the  trial  of 
Robert  Robideau  and  Dino  Butler.  To  see  the  site  for  yourself  go  to:  www. 
noparolepeltier.com 

Flowever  futile  it  may  seem,  we  would  like  to  respond  to  some  of  the 
allegations  made  on  the  NPPA  site  because  we  feel  it  is  important  to 
strongly  reinstate  our  reasons  for  supporting  Leonard  Peltier's  release. 

CORRECTING  WRONGS  OF  THE  PAST 

The  "PURPOSE"  section  of  the  NPPA  site  contains  a paragraph  titled 
"Correcting  Wrongs  of  the  Past."  It  is  here  the  NPPA  implies  that 
supporters  of  Leonard  Peltier  are  simply  blinded  by  their  sorrow  for  the 
US  government's  brutal  past  with  Native  Americans.  They  go  as  far  as  to 
say  "history  cannot  be  altered.  Nothing  can  change  the  broken  promises 
and  treaties  and  subjugation  of  the  first  peoples  to  inhabit  this 
continent . " 

However,  the  Peltier  case  has  long  underlined  the  CURRENT  attitudes  and 
continuing  racism  against  Indigenous  Peoples  by  the  US  government. 

Leonard  Peltier  was  accused  of  killing  two  FBI  agents  during  a time  when 
the  FBI  themselves  were  illegally  seeking  to  destroy  AIM.  In  the  years 
surrounding  the  shoot-out  over  60  members  and  supporters  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  were  murdered  on  Pine  Ridge.  Despite  an  overwhelming  FBI 
presence,  virtually  no  prosecutions  were  brought.  Former  GOON  leader, 

Duane  Brewer,  has  told  us  that  the  FBI  helped  to  arm  the  GOONs  and  they 
intentionally  looked  the  other  way  when  crimes  against  AIM  members  and 
supporters  were  committed.  In  short,  the  GOONs  were  given  the  green  light 
to  murder  and  beat  people  with  impunity.  Hardly  is  this  ancient  history 
and  surely  the  FBI  should  be  held  accountable  for  their  participation  in 
the  violence.  The  double  standard  that  allows  an  innocent  man  to  pay  for 
the  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents  while  the  murders  of  AIM  members  and 
supporters  are  given  no  priority  whatsoever  is  what  most  of  Leonard 
Peltier's  supporters  find  disturbing  and  unacceptable. 

AGENTS  SHOT  IN  SELF-DEFENSE 

Secondly,  the  NPPA  state  throughout  their  web  site  that  the  agents  only 
shot  5 times  before  they  were  killed,  that  there  was  no  gun  battle  between 
the  lumping  Bull  residents,  and  that  the  agents  merely  shot  in  self 
defense.  They  say  that  "agent  Coler  had  fired  one  shot  from  a service 
revolver,  one  shot  from  a 12-gauge  shotgun  and  one  shot  from  a .308  rifle  . 
. . Agent  Williams  had  fired  two  shots  from  his  service  revolver.  . ." 
However,  there  is  no  evidence  to  support  this  contention  and  it 
contradicts  the  testimony  of  all  of  those  who  were  at  the  scene,  including 
the  testimony  of  Angie  Long  Visitor,  who  said  the  agents  repeatedly  fired 
their  guns.  It  would  be  hard  to  imagine  agent  Coler  picking  up  three 
different  guns,  and  firing  each  one  once  within  a ten  minute  period,  as 
the  NPPA  claims. 


Further,  the  NPPA  claim  that  though  Robideau  and  Butler  were  acquitted 
on  grounds  of  self-defense,  it  does  not  mean  they  were  actually  innocent. 
The  LPDC,  they  say,  fails  to  consider  the  "guilty  beyond  a reasonable 
doubt"  standard.  However,  we  contend  that  the  NPPA  fails  to  recognize  the 
"innocent  until  proven  guilty"  standard,  meaning  they  cannot  continue  to 
accuse  Butler  and  Robideau  of  being  guilty,  and  Leonard  Peltier  of  aiding 
and  abetting  them,  when  in  fact  no  evidence  of  this  exists. 

Mr.  X 

They  also  question  the  morality  and  validity  of  Mr.  X,  the  person  who 
came  forward  incognito,  and  admitted  to  shooting  the  agents  at  point  blank 
range  in  self-defense.  Mr.  X has  long  been  a controversial  topic,  by  both 
supporters  of  Leonard  Peltier  and  those  who  oppose  his  release.  Whether 
we  agree  with  Mr.  X's  tactics  or  not  is  irrelevant.  The  LPDC's  arguments 
are  based  on  the  legal  record  of  the  Peltier  case.  If  the  FBI  is  so 
confidant  that  Leonard  Peltier  is  guilty,  we  must  ask  them  why  they  felt 
it  necessary  to  obtain  falsified  affidavits  from  Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  to 
withhold  critical  ballistics  evidence,  to  "develop  evidence  to  lock 
Peltier  into  the  case"  and  why  they  now  admit  that  they  do  not  know  who 
killed  the  agents. 

THE  BALLISTICS 

The  NPPA  attempts  to  minimalize  the  formerly  withheld  ballistic  evidence, 
which  forced  the  government  to  admit  that  they  did  not  know  who  shot  the 
agents.  In  doing  so,  they  point  to  the  Eight  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
decision  which  affirmed  Peltier's  conviction  and  stated:  "When  all  is  said 
and  done,  however,  a few  simple  but  very  important  facts  remain.  The 
casing  introduced  into  evidence  in  fact  had  been  extracted  from  the 
Wichita  AR-15.  This  point  was  not  disputed."  However,  an  extractor  test 
is  much  less  conclusive  than  a firing  pin  test.  What  the  newly  discovered 
documents  revealed  was  that  the  firing  pin  test  was  done,  and  in  fact,  THE 
CASING  DID  NOT  MATCH.  The  jury  was  never  allowed  to  hear  this  evidence. 
Moreover,  the  Eighth  circuit  said  if  the  casing  did  not  match,  it  would 
mean  the  FBI  had  planted  it.  In  response  to  this  they  said,  "we 
recognize  that  there  is  evidence  in  this  record  of  improper  conduct  on  the 
part  of  some  FBI  agents,  but  we  are  reluctant  to  impute  even  further 
improprieties  to  them."  They  concluded  the  following: 

There  is  a possibility  that  the  jury  would  have  acquitted  Leonard 
Peltier  had  the  records  and  data  improperly  withheld  from  the  defense  been 
available  to  him  in  order  to  better  exploit  and  reinforce  the 
inconsistencies  casting  strong  doubts  upon  the  government's  case.  Yet,  we 
are  bound  by  the  Bagley  test  requiring  that  we  be  convinced,  from  a review 
of  the  entire  record,  that  had  the  data  and  records  withheld  been  made 
available,  the  jury  probably  would  have  reached  a different  result.  We 
have  not  been  so  convinced. 

The  judge  who  wrote  the  decision  also  admitted  that  he  was  uncomfortable 
with  it.  He  would  later  write  a letter  recommending  Peltier  be  released 
through  Executive  Clemency  saying  that  "the  FBI  used  improper  tactics  in 
securing  Peltier's  extradition  from  Canada  and  in  otherwise  investigating 
and  trying  the  Peltier  case."  We  would  also  like  to  point  out  that  we 
find  the  Bagley  standard  to  be  unjust,  in  that  it  requires  the  judge  to 
replace  himself  with  a jury  in  deciding  whether  or  not  certain  evidence 
would  have  conclusively  overturned  a conviction.  If  the  new  evidence 
forced  the  prosecution  to  say  they  could  not  prove  Leonard  Peltier  shot 
the  agents,  then  surely  the  jury  would  have  concluded  the  same. 

Lastly,  the  NPPA  attempts  to  demoralize  Leonard  Peltier's  character, 
pointing  to  perceived  flaws  in  his  lifestyle.  However,  Leonard  Peltier  is 
not  being  held  in  prison  for  imperfections  in  his  personality,  and  we  do 
not  feel  it  is  necessary  to  respond  to  such  allegations. 

In  conclusion,  we  insist  that  the  complete  lack  of  evidence  against 
Leonard  Peltier  combined  with  his  excellent  conduct  in  prison  and  his 
continued  advocacy  for  human  rights  from  behind  bars,  make  him  a perfect 
candidate  for  parole.  We  find  that  the  FBI's  continued  attempts  to 
obstruct  justice  in  the  Peltier  case  in  order  to  protect  their  own 
reputation  to  be  a disgrace.  We  urge  those  who  view  the  site  to  express 


their  concerns  on  its  message  board. 


Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Oglala  Honoring"  

Date:  Mon,  22  May  2000  20:19:22  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Oglala  Honoring 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

Below  is  a list  of  hotel  accommodations  for  those  who  are  planning  to  be  in 
Oglala  for  the  Dune  26  and  27  Honoring  events,  (the  campsite  location  will 
available  soon).  There  will  be  a giveaway  for  the  people  of  Oglala.  If  you 
are  coming  please  bring  two  gifts  and  food  for  the  feast  if  possible.  If 
you  are  not  coming,  but  want  to  give  a gift  for  the  honoring,  you  can  send 
them  to  our  office  (PO  Box  583  Lawrence,  KS  66044)  and  they  will  be  very 
much  appreciated.  Blankets,  crafts,  practical  new  items  such  as  clothing, 
tools,  or  cooking  utensils  will  make  nice  gifts.  Dune  26's  events  will 
occur  at  the  Dumping  Bull  ranch,  and  Dune  21'  s will  happen  at  Loneman 
school.  An  updated  flyer  is  being  posted  on  our  web  site.  Thank  you. 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

Accommodations 

Chadron,  Nebraska: 

Super  8 Motel 
West  Hwy  20 
800-800-8000 
308-432-4471 

37  miles  SW  of  Pine  Ridge 
$59.95 

Round  Up  Motel 
East  Hwy  20 
800-635-2563 
308-432-5591 
65  Miles  SW 

$39.00  double  $48.00  for  4 in  a room 

Westerner  Motel 
West  Hwy  20 
800-947-0847 
308-432-5577 
50  miles  SW 

$39.88  for  double  $46.88  for  4 in  a room 

Advantage  Microtel  Inn  & Suites 

755  Microtel  Dr 

800-771-7171 

308-432-3000 

$51.95  double  $60  for  4 in  a room 

Best  Western  West  Hills  Inn 
1100  West  10th  St 


308-432-3305 
$75.95  double 

Economy  9 Motel 
1201  West  Hwy  20 
308-432-3119 
$49.99  double 

Please  call  and  confirm  rates  as  they  are  subject  to  change 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

— "RE:  Additional  Parole  Vigiles"  

Date:  Sat,  27  May  2000  21:45:55  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Additional  Parole  Vigiles 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

Below  is  a list  of  additional  events  that  will  be  occurring  in  support  of 
Leonard  Peltier's  release  by  parole.  If  you  or  someone  you  know  is 
organizing  something  that  is  not  listed,  please  let  us  know. 

Flood  Danet  Reno  with  phone  calls  in  support  of  Leonard  Peltier's  release 
by  way  of  parole  on  Dune  9th.  The  number  is:  202-305-1400. 

Meanwhile,  let's  keep  the  calls  flowing  to  the  White  House/202-456-1111, 
Congress/1-888-449-3511,  and  the  Department  of  Dustice. 

Thank  you. 

In  Solidarity, 

Sylvain  Duez-Alesandrini 

ADDITIONAL  PAROLE  VIGILES  FOR  DUNE  2000 

* CINCINNATI,  OHIO  - The  Cincinnati  Zapatista  Coalition  will  be  having  a 
vigil  in  support  of  Leonard  Peltier  receiving  Parole  on  Dune  11th  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  in  front  of  the  Court  House  from  6pm-7pm.  If  anyone  wants 
more  information  you  can  call  513.232.0362/513.325.4179  or  email  us  at 
miriamczc@yahoo.com  or  CZCl@excite.com 

* MELBOURNE,  AUSTRALIA  - Peltier  Vigil,  Dune  11,  outside  of  the  US 
Consulate,  St.  Kilda  Roard,  Melbourne,  Victoria,  Australia  - For  more  info: 
bead@primus . com . au 

* BOSTON,  MA  - Council  for  Native  American  Solidarity  and  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  - Criminal  Dustice  Program  Request  your  Presence 
at  a Candlelight  Vigil  on  Dune  11th  in  solidarity  with  Leonard  Peltier 

- Date:  Sunday,  Dune  11th,  2000 

- Time:  5:30  to  9:30  p.m.  The  candlelight  vigil  will  begin  at  dusk.  The  sun 
sets  at  8:21 

on  the  11th,  so  shortly  thereafter.  We  will  provide  as  many  candles  as  we 
can.  Please  help 
us  and  bring  your  own. 

- Location:  Boston  Common,  at  the  Fountain  behind  the  Park  Street  T station 

- Speakers  will  include;  Shep  Gurwitz  of  the  Council  for  Native  American 
Solidarity, 

Damie  Suarez-Potts  of  the  AFSC  Criminal  Dustice  Program,  and  others  to  be 
announced . 

- Drums  will  be  provided  by  Mashpee  Wampanoag  Native  drummers 

- Singer/Songwriter  Danet  Feld  will  play  guitar  and  sing 

For  Information  Please  Contact:  Bruce  Gurwitz,  Council  for  Native  American 
Solidarity  (617)  846-7455  bsgfp@channell.com 


Jamie  Suarez-Potts,  American  Friends  Service  Committee  (617)  661-6130 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

- "RE:  Peltier  Art  Screen  Savers"  

Date:  Wed,  24  May  2000  17:11:37  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Peltier  Art  Screen  Savers 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

As  you  know,  it  is  a critical  year  for  the  campaign  to  free  Leonard  Peltier. 
With  the  upcoming  parole  hearing  and  pending  Executive  Clemency  Petition  we 
must  intensify  our  efforts  to  gain  his  release.  However,  in  doing  so  we 
also  need  to  raise  additional  funds  to  pay  for  the  costs  involved.  For  a 
$25.00  donation  to  the  LPDC,  you  can  download  a specialized  screen  saver  for 
your  computer  which  features  Leonard's  art  as  well  as  music  from  the  "Spirit 
of  Crazy  Horse"  CD.  For  more  information,  please  visit  our  web  site: 
www.freepeltier.org  and  look  under  the  "Leonard  Peltier:  the  artist  and  the 
writer"  section  for  details.  Money  raised  will  be  used  to  pay  for  travel 
fare  and  expenses  for  special  delegations,  a full  page  ad  in  the  New  York 
Times,  educational  materials,  and  special  events  for  the  rest  of  the  years 
big  push.  Thank  you. 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  29  May  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Gillespie,  Ronald  K 

#214-602 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/16/57 


Glover,  Alan  L. 

# R128-811 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/2/62 


Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Grahm,  Sherman  Daniel 

BK1750 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16830 
Date  of  Birth:  12/19/64 

Haddox,  Tommie  Eugene 
#267-639 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/18/70 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 


Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Grisez,  3ohn  Lee 
#A134-316 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/24/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : Wannabeindian"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Mar  2000  07:44:54  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Wannabeindian... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
http: //www. geocities . com/ rustywire 

One  morning  I woke  up  and  got  dressed  and  went  to  school  and  found  that  I 
was  sitting  in  class.  The  books  opened  and  we  talked  about  Geronimo  and 
his  band  of  twenty  or  so  who  fought  with  the  U.S.  Cavalry.  I found  I 
wanted  to  be  Apache,  and  being  in  the  fourth  grade  raised  me  hand  and 
told  my  teacher  I am  related  to  Geronimo.  She  smiled  at  me  and  said, 
that  is  pretty  neat. 

Her  name  was  Miss  Harrigan,  she  taught  me  in  the  third  and  fourth  grades. 
She  was  raised  in  Pittsburgh  and  thought  snow  was  black  because  of  the 
steel  mills  made  everything  that  way.  It  wasn't  until  later  she  learned 
that  snow  was  white.  Sometimes  where  we  are  living,  or  see  or  what  is 
there  appears  to  be  the  way  things  are. 

I found  myself  saying  I am  an  Apache,  and  after  class  walking  home  I 
thought  she  knows  my  parents,  and  she  knows  I am  Navajo.  But  for  a 
minute  I was  Apache  in  my  heart,  because  I wanted  to  be  a part  of  the  rag 
tag  band  of  Indians,  who  by  will  power,  cleverness  and  heart  evaded  the 
U.S.  Cavalry  because  they  wanted  to  continue  to  live  in  their  own  land. 


To  travel  as  far  as  any  day  could  take  them,  but  as  a result  of  the  want 
for  freedom  found  themselves  in  the  deserts,  valleys  and  wastelands 
taking  themselves  their  children  to  harsh  places. 

I find  myself  at  times  thinking  how  it  would  be  to  be  someone  else  to 
change  my  life,  to  take  a break  but  this  is  not  possible. 

At  times  I have  wanted  to  be  many  things,  as  a child  I had  to  learn  from 
those  who  would  take  the  time  to  teach  me.  In  some  ways  I was  ignorant. 

One  time  standing  in  a line  to  eat  at  the  buffet  in  Las  Vegas,  the  Rio,  I 
stood  behind  a couple  of  Asian  people  and  asked  them  to  be  sociable.  Are 
you  Japanese?  There  was  a crowd  of  people  there.  The  lady  turned  to  me 
and  gave  me  a browbeating  that  still  smarts  when  I think  about.  She  told 
me  they  were  not  lapanese,  and  told  me  who  do  you  think  I am,  I would 
never  be  lapanese.  She  commenced  a verbal  tirade  on  my  stereotypical 
view  of  the  world,  that  all  "Orientals"  were  laps.  Both  words  being 
politically  incorrect.  I wanted  to  find  a crack  in  the  wall  and  crawl 
into  it.  I just  stood  there  and  waited  to  eat. 

I thought  about  it,  I was  asked  the  question  to  learn  a little  about  her 
and  her  companion,  to  be  interested  and  maybe  to  have  a little 
conversation.  I got  my  head  taken  off.  I was  wanting  to  learn,  and  as  an 
individual  first,  I can  see  why  people  sometimes  ask  foolish  questions, 
some  are  offensive.  There  will  always  be  people  who  are  genuinely 
ignorant  to  the  point  they  make  judgements  based  on  appearance,  color, 
religion,  racial  classification.  I would  hope  that  I take  the  time  to 
listen  to  the  same  questions  that  sound  ridiculous,  and  have  the 
patience  and  wisdom  to  speak  in  a way  that  will  tell  then  a little  of 
what  I know,  which  is  not  much. 

I have  at  times  wanted  to  be  more  than  I am,  but  find  that  I too  want  to 
have  someone  listen  to  my  questions,  and  tell  me  a little  about  where 
they  are  from,  their  views,  their  life,  the  background  and  how  they  live. 

I am  going  to  Phoenix  with  my  daughter  this  week.  We  are  going  to  look 
around  at  bit  and  I hope  that  what  she  sees,  and  experiences  will  give 
her  some  insight  into  the  lives,  people  and  the  stories  we  all  have  to 
learn.  Yes,  I wanted  to  be  Apache,  and  at  times  other  things  and  persons. 
What  would  it  be  like  to  shed  our  skin,  gender,  station  and  place  to  see 
the  other  through  another's  eyes  and  feel  what  they  have  felt  through 
their  heart.  I know  it  can't  be  done,  but  then  I still  ask  stupid 
questions  and  sometimes  they  are  the  wrong  ones.  I hope  that  I can 
continue  to  ask  and  maybe  learn  something  I did  not  know  before.... 

"RE : Poem:  The  Theft  of  Innocence"  

Date:  Sun,  28  May  2000  10:29:08  -0400 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Sub j : The  Theft  Of  Innocence 

Dedicated  to  the  members  of  the  Shoalwater  Bay  Indian  Reservation 

The  Theft  Of  Innocence 

So  small  the  eyes  of  this  tiny  one 
just  a breath  upon  life  itself 
a whispered  promise  a gift 
sung  unto  the  ages  by  one  voice 

born  into  a world  of  chaos 
a sterile  barren  place 
a substitute  a requiem  for  what  was 
a shadow  of  what  might  have  been 

every  breath  a question 
a tiny  hand  reached 
for  reassurance 
a promise  unmet 


I watched  as  she  slipped  away 


hen  breath  a film  that  encroached  the  Heart 
a tiny  sound  of  life's  last  letting  go 
amid  the  lights  and  sound  of  today 

her  mother  drowned  in  tears 
lashed  by  promises  unwept 
in  a small  dingy  room 
where  no  one  noticed 

had  it  been  another  day 
somewhere  far  away 
where  dignity  stood 
and  race  were  not  an  issue 

this  Mother  this  child 
might  have  found  the  thread 
the  gift  of  the  Grandfathers 
untended  alive 

but  it  was  not 
it  was  but  a small  room 
afforded  her  kind 
a place  where  Honor  lapsed 

and  so  this  child 

born  of  love  and  depth  of  Heart 

returns 

unbidden 

so  many  small  windows 
days  pass  and  forgotten 
lives  disrupted 
by  small  minds  gone  astray 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
<><><><> 

"A  Nation  is  not  conquered  until  the  hearts  of  its  women  are  on  the 
ground. Then  it  is  done,  no  matter  how  brave  its  warriors  or  how  strong  its 
weapons . " 

Cheyenne 

<><><><> 

Support  the  Oyate 

http: //members .tripod. com/Gras sRootsOy ate/ 

<><><><> 

Dust  two  clicks  feeds  the  worlds  children  every  day.... how  can  you  not? 
http: //www. thehunger site . com/ 

<><><><> 

The  Standing_Ones  give  us  the  air  we  breath ....  help  save  them  today 
http: //rainforest . care2.com/ 

<><><><> 

Vanishing  Prayer ....  see  the  video  then  help  the  Dineh  Do  what  YOUR  Heart 
tells  you  to  http://www.freespeech.org/senaa/ 

<><><><> 

"To  hear  the  Eagle  cry 
circling  overhead 
Remember  to  be 

as  thankful  for  the  struggle 
as  for  the  dream" 

Crys  The  Tears 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  


Date:  Mon,  22  May  2000  06:30:07  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  4-10 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

4 

The  lullabies  of  night  creatures  sing  me  to  my  dreams. 

5 

To  the  youthful  heart,  the  whole  world  is  filled  with  wonder. 

6 

The  fragrance  of  summer  blossoms  pervades  my  dreams. 

7 

Waste  nothing  --  use  every  gift  the  land  gives  you. 

8 

Swim  with  the  dolphins,  and  learn  the  magic  of  their  world. 

9 

The  earth  drinks  the  blessing  of  the  summer  rain. 

10 

Sorrow  abides  not  in  this  place. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Tribal  Politics  as  Told  by  My  Grandpa"  

Date:  Tue,  23  May  2000  09:58:19  -0700 
From:  Lona  <kikipuppy@MINDSPRING.COM> 

Sub j : Tribal  politics  as  told  by  my  grandpa 

http: //www. indiancountry . com/articles/perspective-2000-5-24-2. shtml 

by  Frank  Dohn  King  III 
Columnist 

When  I was  about  7 or  8,  growing  up  in  Winner,  S.D.,  there  was  a baseball 
field  and  a park  where  we  used  to  play,  on  First  Street  a block  east  of  my 
grandma's  house.  We  all  lived  in  rented  houses  near  hers. 

My  cousins  and  I used  to  play  there  until  night  when  we  would  turn  on 
the  ball-field  lights  with  a switch  on  a power  pole.  When  we  were  ready  to 
turn  the  lights  off,  we  positioned  ourselves  like  we  were  in  some  type  of 
track  and  field  competition,  ready  to  sprint  home  once  those  lights  went 
off. 

It  wasn't  because  we  were  afraid  of  the  dark  but  because  our  grandpa 
lived  on  the  street  corner  a few  yards  from  the  light  switch  and  we  could 
never  tell  if  he  was  sitting  there  or  not.  We  were  afraid  of  him  because 
he  was  a medicine  man  and  we  thought  all  the  ghosts  were  out  at  night  when 
he  was. 

One  evening  my  cousin  turned  out  the  lights  and  the  race  began.  And,  as 
many  times  before,  grandpa  caught  us.  " Takoja!  " he  said.  " Get  over  here 
and  help  me  smoke  this  pipe."  We  did  as  he  said.  The  cousins  who  got  away 
could  be  heard  running  down  the  street,  their  little  tennis  shoes  kicking 
gravel,  laughing  at  us  as  they  ran. 

Grandpa  would  sing  ceremony  songs  and  fill  his  sacred  pipe  and  smoke 
with  us.  He  told  us  stories  and  gave  us  coffee  even  though  we  were  only 
kids.  He  taught  me  many  things  and  many  stories  and  I have  shared  some  of 
them  in  my  columns  for  everyone  to  read. 

I never  really  understood  why  we  never  got  in  trouble  with  our  parents 
for  getting  home  late  and  why  they  never  came  and  got  us  for  staying  late 
at  grandpa's  and  grandma's  house  until  I got  older.  He  was  trying  to  teach 
us  the  old  ways  and  today  it  is  because  I was  a slow  runner  when  I was  a 
kid  that  I give  you  these  stories  and  these  truths  told  to  me  by  Grandpa 


John  Fire,  one  of  my  many  teachers  in  life. 


This  is  his  story  of  how  tribal  presidents  were  chosen. 

Everyone  fights  during  elections  but  it  doesn't  make  a difference  who 
wins  because  all  us  poor  Lakota  lose  out  and  those  who  win  only  fill  their 
pockets  and  feed  their  families. 

You  know,  the  dogs  held  elections  long  ago.  They  were  trying  to  elect  a 
tribal  president  because  they  seen  us  doing  this.  So  one  of  them  got  up  at 
the  big  sunka  gathering  and  said,  "Relatives!  The  Lakota  have  what's 
called  a tribal  president.  The  old  Sunka  elders  told  stories  of  their 
great  chiefs  but  ever  since  they  were  put  on  reservations  they  do  as  the 
wasicu  and  elect  their  leaders,  so  I say  we  should  do  as  they  do!  ...  I 
nominate  the  bulldog  for  president.  He's  strong  and  can  fight" 

"But  he  can't  run,"  said  another  dog.  What  good  is  a fighter  who  can't 
run.  He  won't  catch  anybody  who  does  us  harm." 

Then  another  dog  says,  "I  nominate  the  greyhound,  because  he  can  run." 

Yet  another  dog  says,  "Hiya!  He  can  run  sure,  but  he  can't  fight.  When 
he  catches  up  to  somebody,  what  then?  He  gets  the  hell  beat  out  of  him, 
that's  what!  So  all  he  is  good  for  is  running  away." 

Then  the  ugly  rez  dog  says,  " Aho!  Kola!  I nominate  the  dog  that  smells 
good  underneath  his  tail." 

And  immediately  an  equally  ugly  rez  dog  yells,  " Hau  Hau  Hau!  I second 
the  motion." 

At  once  all  the  dogs  started  sniffing  underneath  each  others'  tails  and 
within  this  huge  crowd  of  dogs  you  could  hear  them: 

"Phew!  He  isn't  our  tribal  leader  " 

"Nope  not  this  one!  " 

"P....U...!  He's  no  tribal  president  " 

"No!  He's  no  good  either  " 

"Ohh.  Man!  This  one  sure  isn't  the  peoples  choice." 

"Wow,  this  isn't  my  candidate!" 

And  to  this  day  those  dogs  are  still  looking  for  there  tribal  president, 
sniffing  underneath  their  tails.  Today  we  have  tribal  leaders  who  are 
greyhounds  and  bulldogs  and  half  breeds  still  sniffing  each  others'  unzeki 
at  election  time  trying  to  out  sniff  each  other. 

But  like  the  dogs,  as  long  as  you  choose  a leader  in  this  wasicu 
electoral  way,  you  will  never  find  a tribal  president  who  doesn't  stink 
under  his  tail  nor  will  our  people  ever  have  a true  traditional  Lakota 
leader  until  we  go  back  to  the  old  ways  of  choosing  a leader. 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  28  May  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

3UNE  16,17,18 
MATTOON,  IL 

7th  annual  Kaskaskia  River  Dancer  Pow  Wow  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL 
$11,500  contest  money,  for  trader  set  up  or  info  contact  Pat  Gaines 
1-800-500-4599 


Date:  Sat,  20  May  2000  07:11:41  -0600 
From:  Adell  Kinsman  <adell@sunsinger.com> 

Sub j : Three  Events  to  Happen  in  the  Black  Hills 

Please  read  and  distribute  this  announcement.  Thank  you 

Three  events  will  be  taking  place  in  the  "Heart  of  Everything  That  Is 
(Black  Hills)  during  the  month  of  Dune.  They  will  be  held  in  the  same 
general  area  and  are  joining  together  to  honor  Global  Unity  and  Our 
Mother  Earth. 

World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  - Dune  18th-21st  in  the  Black  Hills, 
http: //www. world pea ced ay . com/2000/ 


Journey  Back  to  the  Heart  - June  19th-22nd  in  the  Black  Hills. 
http://www.journeybacktotheheart.com 

Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes/Gathering  of  Eagles  - June  22nd-25th  in  the 
Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota. 

http: //www. sunsinger.com/bhcom/gatherings . shtml 


World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  Gathering: 

This  Gathering  will  be  held  June  18th-21st  in  the  Black  Hills.  Chief 
Arvol  Looking  Horse  has  issued  an  invitation  for  people  of  all  faiths  to 
gather  at  their  sacred  sites,  or  pray  in  their  own  manner  for  global 
peace  and  healing  on  June  21,  2000.  "As  keeper  of  the  19th  generation 
Sacred  White  Buffalo  Pipe  of  Peace,  I,  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the 
Lakota,  Nakota  and  Dakota  Nation,  would  like  to  invite  the  world  to 
recognize  June  21st  as  a day  of  prayer  for  global  healing.  Please 
create  a gathering  in  your  community,  no  matter  what  belief  in  the 
Creator  - Unite  globally  to  honor  and  heal  all  life.  May  peace  be  with 
you  all." 

WPPD  web  site:  http://www.worldpeaceday.com/2000/ 


Journey  Back  to  the  Heart  Gathering: 

People  will  journey  from  the  four  directions  to  gather  in  unity  to  pray 
and  to  reaffirm  their  belief  in  the  Creator.  And  as  people  journey  from 
the  West,  North,  East  and  South  they  will  be  guided  spiritually  by  the 
Wisdom  of  the  Ancestors,  the  Teachers  of  the  Sacred  Ways,  the  Keepers  of 
all  that  is  Sacred  to  all  people.  It  is  a place  where  we  will  send  our 
voices  and  our  prayers  as  one  people.  We  shall  come  together  in  the  He 
Sapa,  the  Black  Hills,  where  we  shall  accept  all  men  and  all  women  into 
the  Sacred  Circle.  It  is  here  that  we  shall  fulfill  the  vision  of 
Mitakuye  Oyasin,  We  Are  All  Related.  Spiritual  Leaders  are  working 
toward  coming  together  at  the  center,  during  the  Summer  Solstice  (June 
19-22,  2000)  for  a Spiritual  Conference,  World  Healing  Ceremonies,  and 
World  Prayer  for  Global  Peace,  Respect,  and  Unity.  If  you  are  unable  to 
make  this  Journey  to  the  Black  Hills,  we  are  asking  our  relatives  to 
begin  this  ceremony  on  June  19  through  the  22,  2000  over  the  Summer 
Solstice.  Journey  Back  to  the  Heart  web  site: 
http://www.journeybacktotheheart.com/ 


Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes  / Gathering  of  Eagles: 

The  Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes  is  a Gathering  of  all  People  from  all 
Nations  uniting  Spiritually  through  sharing  and  respecting  each  other's 
traditions  and  philosophies  of  life.  We  reach  out  to  like-minded 
individuals,  with  the  prayer  that  the  establishment  of  a strong 
foundation  of  understanding  is  important  to  all  of  us.  We  are  trying  to 
do  our  best  for  the  seven  generations  to  come,  as  well  as  teach  our 
children  and  grandchildren  in  ways  that  will  help  them  to  protect  the 
generations  in  front  of  them.  We  want  the  Elders,  the  Spiritual 
Leaders,  the  Nations  to  come  forth  and  share  their  knowledge  with  us,  so 
that  each  of  us  will  be  stronger,  and  more  aware  of  our  responsibilities 
for  the  future  generations.  This  Gathering  is  a prayer,  and  all  of  us 
will  help  make  it  happen  in  a good  way. 

In  Unity, 

Adell  Kinsman 

Sun  Singer  web  site 

http: //www. sunsinger.com 


Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  07:25:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

Sub j : July  4th  - Full  Circle  Celebration  of  Native  America 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

MA-NA-TA-KA 

EVENT:  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 
DATE:  Friday  June  30th, 2000  ~ 4 th  of  July  weekend! 

PLACE:  The  Convention  Center,  Manataka,  Arkansas, 

Hot  Springs  National  Park. 


For  thousands  of  years,  the  people  of  the  land  made  pilgrimages 
to  MA-NA-TA-KA,  The  Place  of  Peace,  The  Valley  of  the  Vapors, 

The  Great  Gathering  Place,  The  Place  of  the  Healing  Waters, 

Home  of  the  Rainbow  Woman. 

According  to  researchers,  over  34  language  groups  traveled 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  in  great  councils 
at  Manataka.  The  sights  they  beheld  were  unbelievably 
beautiful.  The  experiences  they  cherished  were  remembered 
in  song  and  dance  for  generations! 

For  the  first  time  in  over  200  years,  this  will  be  the  first  of 
many  more  to  come. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native  America  is  a depiction 
of  what  our  culture  was,  and  what  it  is  today.  FULL  CIRCLE 
is  the  story  of  Manataka,  told  in  song,  dance,  and  story 
telling.  The  performance  is  extremely  dynamic,  moving  and 
a thunderstorm  of  color!  Representing  dozens  of  American 
Indian  Nations  are  musicians,  dancers,  singers,  and  story 
tellers,  who  touch  the  audience  with  tears,  joy,  excitement 
beyond  description. 

The  combination  of  pounding  drums,  jingling  dancer's  feet, 
awe  inspiring  stories  of  ancient  tradition  make  for  an  evening 
of  fantastic  edu-tainment . FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native 
America  will  be  a spectacular  event  to  remember! 

FEATURING: 

BILL  (Ghostdance)  MILLER 

Bill  Miller  is  the  winner  of  five  1999  Native  American  Indian 
music  awards  including:  Artist  of  the  year.  Best  Male  Artist, 

Folk  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  and  Song  writer  of  the  Year. 

GAYLE  ROSS 

Gayle  Ross  is  a wonderfully  moving  and  fantastically  funny  story 
teller  of  the  Cherokee.  Her  works  have  been  enjoyed  by  audiences 
all  over  the  country. 

ECHOES  OF  EARTH  AND  SKY 

Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky;  features  two-world  class  fancy  dancers. 
Rob  Greyhill  (Navajo)  and  Jennifer  Meness  ( Algonquin).  Awesome 
examples  of  Native  artistry  are  intertwined  with  enchanting  songs 
and  fascinating  stories  of  creation,  love,  and  adventures. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  DANCE  COMPANY 

The  Great  American  Indian  Dance  Company;  is  a fantastic  group 
just  back  from  a tour  of  Europe  where  they  received  standing 
ovations  at  every  show.  The  Great  American  Indian  Dancers  are 
the  best  powwow  performers  in  the  nation! 

THE  SELECT  CHOIR  - CHEROKEE  CHILDRENS  CHOIR 

The  Select  Choir;  is  20  children  dressed  full  regalia  that  perform 
Indian  sign  language  in  the  beautiful  Cherokee  language. 

TICKET  INFORMATION 

The  GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  10:30  p.m.,  free,  no 

admission  charge! 

A MATINEE  SHOW  - Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky  with  Gayle 
Ross  starts  at  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  go  on  sale  May  1st, 2000. 

DOORS  OPEN  TO  THE  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICA  AT  7:30  P.M.  Tickets  go  on  sale 
May  1st, 2000. 

Children  and  adults  will  be  given  a special  opportunity  to  see 
and  participate  in  the  Great  American  Indian  Craft  Exposition. 

They  will  see  American  Indians  make  jewelry,  clothing,  hunting 


weapons,  baskets  and  many  other  crafts.  They  will  see  real 
life-size  tepees  and  hear  special  presentations. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  tickets,  please  send  us  your 
name  and  address,  telephone  number  and  email  address. 

Tell  us  how  many  reserved  and/or  general  admission  tickets 
you  need.  E-mail  MANATAKA@HOTMAIL.COM 

To  purchase  tickets  by  phone,  dial  TOLL  FREE  1-888-747-9185 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted  please  have  your  card  ready! 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by:  Manataka  American  Indian 
Council,  Hot  Springs  Art  Center 

VENDOR  INFORMATION  ~ GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN 
CRAFT  EXPOSITION  ~ FRIDAY  , ULINE  30,2000 
HOT  SPRINGS  CONVENTION  CENTER 
HOT  SPRINGS  NATIONAL  PARK,  ARKANSAS 

The  MAIC  will  spend  thousands  of  dollars  and  hundreds 
of  man  hours  advertising  and  promoting  this  event  by  radio, 
television,  newspaper,  magazines,  posters,  flyers,  table 
tents,  post  cards  and  the  internet.  We  anticipate  a crowd 
of  5,000  to  6,500. 

FULL  CIRCLE  will  be  the  largest  event  of  its  kind  ever 
produced  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

The  people  of  Arkansas  are  starving  for  a live  American 
Indian  experience.  Our  experienced  professionals,  staff 
members  and  volunteers  are  dedicated  to  providing  you 
and  the  general  public  with  quality  production.  We 
welcome  your  questions  and  comments. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a spectacular  performance  , large 
crowds  and  a event  filled  with  blessings  for  everyone.  If  you 
wish  to  participate  a vendor,  please  read  the  following: 

Special  lodging  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a limited 
number  of  vendors  at  $20.00  per  person  per  night.  First  come 
first  serve  basis. 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

Copy,  cut,  and  paste  the  following  application. 

Send  it  by  e-mail  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 
Drag  your  mouse  over  the  text  holding  down  the  button, 
this  marks  the  text.  Once  marked,  hit  the  "control"  key 
and  the  "C"  key  at  the  same  time,  this  copies  the  text. 

Go  to  email  and  hit  the  "control"  key  and  the  "V"  key 
at  the  same  time,  this  pastes  the  text. 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
VENDOR  APPLICATION  FORM 

PLEASE  CLEARLY  PRINT  OR  TYPE. 

FILL  IN  ALL  BLANKS. 

Name: Telephone^  ) 

Address: State: Zip: 

Tribe : Agency: 

E-mail: Sponsored  by: 

Number  of  Booth  Spaces: Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 

For  more  information  send  email  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  Dack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 


fax:  360/452-3428 


Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.0.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 


Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

4th  - 6th  - Cultus  Lake  B.C;  Sto'tlo  Nation  Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend 
Camping  10$/weekend 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 


Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub  j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

3ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 


2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 

To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 


Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Justin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Jim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Jim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 

Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
Jess  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 

For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 
Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 
NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Grandfather  Present 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Hr . Girl ' s Cloth 
Dr.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Shell  Shaker 
Coordinator  Contests  Day 

Blalock 
Coordinator 


Sunday  Morning 
Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Horseshoe 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 


Tracie  Moore 


MANITOBA  FIRST  PERSPECTIVE,  First  Nations  Events  Calender 
POW  WOWS  & FESTIVALS 

We  are  not  responsible  for  cancellations  of  these  events.  Please  call  for 
verification  prior  to  attendance.  The  First  Perspective  does  it's  best  to 
obtain  accurate  information  for  these  events.  Ekosi! 

MANITOBA 

Dune  3-4  Sat-Sun:  Selkirk,  MB.  Flenry 
Shingoose  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Call 
(204)269-3430. 


Date:  Fri,  10  Mar  2000  08:38:32  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aesitsi-icg@webtv.net  (Dale  Mitchell) 

Sub  j : Spring  Events/Lower  South  Part  1 

Si-yo : 

I put  this  list  together  about  two  weeks  ago,  but  left  to  go  out  of 
town  before  I had  a chance  to  finish  it  & send  it  out.  So  here's  what 
I've  got  so  far. . . 

Spring  Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Lower  South- 

Abbreviations:  FID  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer, 

HG  - Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - 
Head  Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Host 
Emcee . 

Note:  Some  of  these  events  may  have  already  been  listed,  while  others  are 
new,  and  a few  are  updates  of  previous  listings  with  added  or  corrected 
information . 


Date:  Thu,  13  Apr  2000  21:43:15  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Spring  & Summer  Events  Update 

Native  American  Festivals 

-The  following  is  a list  of  Late  Spring/Early  Summer  events  that  I omitted 
from  earlier  postings- 

Dune  16-18:  The  Dames  H.  "Pony"  Meeks  Memorial  Rendezvous,  at  the  Grundy 
County  Fairgrounds,  Tracy  City,  TN.  HD:  Bull  Run  Singers;  HM:  Tony 
Walkingstick;  HL:  Dacquie  Ravenheart  Saeger;  MC:  Terry  Standingbear 
Weatherby;  AD:  Yonawadulisi;  Pottery  demonstrator : Charlotte  Pierce;  Blowgun 
demonstration:  Phillip  Q.  Di  Li  Meeks.  Admission:  $4.00  - adults;  $2.00  - 
ages  12-17;  free  for  ages  11-under.  Limited  primitive  camping  available  on  a 
first-come  basis.  RV  Campgrounds  are  located  just  two  miles  away,  and  the 
Budget  Host,  Days  Inn  & Best  Western  motels  are  located  6 miles  away  in 
Monteagle.  Boy  Scout  trrops  are  welcome,  and  Law  Enforcement  personnel  are 
admitted  free  with  ID.  Enjoy  a combination  of  American  Indian  & Mountaineer 
heritage  in  song,  intertribal  dancing,  arts  & crafts,  and  food.  There  will 
be  a Tomahawk  Throwing  competition  ($10  entry  fee)  and  a Longbow  Shoot  ($25 
entry  fee  - no  fixed  sights  or  releases).  Vendor  slots  available  on 
first-come  basis,  and  will  include  local  craftsmen  as  well  as  Native 
American  traders.  Info:  (615)  907-0308  or  e-mail:  eagleheart47@hotmail.com. 


Date:  Fri,  21  Apr  2000  22:03:35  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 


Sub j : More  Spring  & Summer  Updates 


Dune  3:  The  Eagle's  Message  Mini-Pow  Wow,  at  the  home  of  Walter  & Marie 
Hill,  8350  Snake  Road,  Athens,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 7pm.  There  will  be  dancing, 
crafts  & food.  Free  vendors'  set-up.  Info:  (256)  729-1968. 

Dune  9-11:  Red  Earth  Dance  Competition,  at  the  Myriad  Convention  Center, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK.  Info:  (405)  427-5228.  Website:  www.redearth.org. 

Dune  9-11:  Will  Rogers  Indian  Club  Pow  Wow,  at  Marshfield  City  Park, 
Marshfield,  MO.  HD:  Drumbusters.  Info:  (417)  886-4686. 

Dune  10-11:  Cullman  County  Indian  Festival,  at  Smith  Lake  Park,  Cullman,  AL. 
Sponsored  by  the  Echota  Cherokee  Tribe.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  -6pm;  Sunday 
10am  -5pm.  MC:  Richard  White  Wolf  Pyle;  HD:  White  Horse  Singers;  FP:  Tommy 
Wildcat.  Also  featuring:  Steve  Edges  of  the  American  Indian  Museum,  Bankhead 
National  Forest  archaeologist  Dean  Allen,  and  Dave  White  Wolf  Trezak.  Camp 
sites  available.  Info:  Billy  Shaw,  8251  Co.  Road  310,  Cullman,  AL  35057  or 
(256)  737-9163. 

Dune  10-11:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  Blevins  Field,  Delbarton,  WV.  Sponsored 
by  the  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  & the  City  of 
Delbarton.  Free  admission.  Camping  available.  HM:  Larry  Two  Rivers;  HL: 

Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw;  HD:  Mother 
Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  GE:  noon  on  Saturday;  1pm  on 
Sunday.  Vendor  info:  applel0@aol.com;  General  info:  wkngbear@cwv.net. 

Dune  16-17:  Union  Grove  Pow  Wow,  Van  Hoy  Family  Campgrounds,  Union  Grove, 

NC.  Info:  Tim  Deane  (423)  932-0908. 


Date:  Sun,  23  Apr  2000  16:31:50  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : More  Events  Updates 

Dune  2-4:  Honor  the  Horses  Pow  Wow,  Caimbridge,  OH.  HD:  Rocky  Fork  Singers; 
Invited  Drums:  Mother  Earth  Beat,  Shining  Star  Singers.  All  Drums  welcome, 
all  vendors  welcome.  Free  vending.  Info:  (740)  492-5746. 

Dune  14-Aug.  26:  Unto  These  Hills  Outdoor  Drama,  on  US  441  at  Drama  Road, 
Cherokee,  NC.  A performance  covering  the  history  of  the  Cherokee  from  1540 
to  the  days  of  removal  in  the  1830' s.  Performed  8:30pm  nightly,  except 
Sunday.  Info:  (828)  497-2111  or  e-mail:  cheratt@dnet.net.  Website: 
www.dnet/~cheratt . 

Dune  16-17:  American  Indian  Cultural  Association  of  North  Carolina  Pow  Wow, 
Van  Hoy  Family  Campgrounds,  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  (423)  932-0908,  or  (828) 
464-5579. 

Dune  17-18:  Nansemond  American  Indian  Festival,  Chesapeake  City  Park, 
Chesapeake,  VA.  Held  in  conjunction  with  OpSail2000  - Dune  16-20  - the 
largest  Tall  Ship  & Maritime  event  in  history.  Info:  (757)  393-1637,  or 
e-mail:  fbright@aquik.net  or  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com. 

Dune  17-18:  Sweetwater  Creek  Native  American  Festival,  at  Sweetwater  Creek 
State  Park,  Lithia  Springs,  GA.  Info:  (770)  775-3027. 

Dune  25:  March  to  Save  Moccasin  Bend,  Chattanooga,  TN.  Info:  Chattanooga 
InterTribal  Association,  PO  Box  1063,  Chattanooga,  TN  37401,  or  e-mail: 
cita@chattanooga.net.  Website:  www.chattanooga.net/cita/mb/. 

Duly  8-9:  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  Pow  Wow,  at  Fairlee, 
WV.  HD:  Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum;  HM:  Larry  Two 
Rivers;  HL:  Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw. 
Info:  Wayne  (304)  342-0884  or  Mel  (304)  683-3647,  or  e-mail: 
applel0@aol.com. 


Duly  23:  March  to  Save  Moccasin  Bend,  Chattanooga,  TN.  See  May  29  & Dune  25 
listings  for  further  details. 


Duly  29:  Native  American  Festival,  at  Fairy  Stone  Park,  VA.  Info:  (540) 
629-2071. 

Aug.  19-20:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  at  Lone  Star  Lakes  Lodge, 
Chuckatuck,  VA.  Free  admission  & free  parking.  GE:  12:00  noon,  dancing  til 
6:00pm.  Info:  Chief  Earl  Bass  (757)  393-1637  or  Debbie  Smith  (757)  421-3160, 
or  e-mail:  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com,  or  write:  Nansemond  Tribal 
Association,  PO  Box  2095,  Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Aug.  20:  March  to  Save  Moccasin  Bend,  Chattanooga,  TN.  See  May  29  & Dune  25 
listings  for  contacts. 

Aug.  26:  Bishigendan  Akii  (Respect  the  Earth)  American  Indian  Festival,  Town 
Point  Park,  Norfolk,  VA.  Info:  Biah  Seminole  (757)  425-7992  or  Festevents 
(757)  441-2345. 

^ ^ ^ rKj 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Martha  E Ture,  Debra  Krol,  Danet  Smith,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry, 
Robert  Dorman,  KOLA  HQ,  Dreamwalker,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 
Lona,  Bahe,  Sumer  W Cree,  Gary  Smith,  Dohn  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:49:53  2000 
Date:  Tue,  6 Dun  2000  17:23:26  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.024 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  KOLA  Newslist,  LPDC 
& Minnlnd  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http://www.chicago.tribune.com/versionl/article/0,1575,ART-45109,00.html 
http: //www. canadianaboriginal . com/crime/ 

http: //www. boston . com/dailynews/154/region/State_buys_Abenaki_burial_land 
http: //www. kennewick-man . com/news /05 3100. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"My  friends,  when  I went  to  Washington  I went  into  your  money-house  and 
I had  some  young  men  with  me,  but  none  of  us  took  money  out  of  that 
house.  At  the  same  time,  when  your  Great  Father's  people  come  into  my 
country,  they  go  into  my  money-house  and  take  money  out." 

Long  Mandan,  Sioux 


+.  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
t Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

i of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 


I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
t Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  j 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


ions  Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  _ + 
i Dourney  ! 

[ The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  j 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


+- 


- + 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Thursday,  Dune  01,  2000  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  issued  a press  release 
stating  Floyd  Hand,  an  Oglala  Lakota  Headsman,  met  with  Damil  Abdullah 
Al-Amin  (formerly  H.  Rap  Brown)  earlier  this  week  near  Atlanta. 

I live  in  the  metro  Atlanta  area,  and  not  one  media  outlet  took  note 
of  this  meeting.  Is  this  because  Floyd  Hand  is  red  and  Al-Amin/Brown 
is  black?  I doubt  that  very  much. 

I suspect  the  meeting  in  Al-Amin' s jail  cell  was  blown  off  as  publicity 
seeking. 

For  the  record,  Al-Amin/H.  Rap  Brown  is  NOT  a victim  of  the  system. 

While  this  case  has  not  yet  worked  its  way  through  the  judicial  process, 
it  is  pretty  clear  what  happened.  There  are  taped  incident  reports  and 
numerous  eye-witness  accounts  all  drawing  a clear  picture  of  what  happened 
on  the  night  which  lead  to  Al-Amin' s flight  across  state  lines  and  his 
ultimate  arrest  in  a heavily  armed  building  in  Alabama. 

Two  black  officers  were  dispatched  to  serve  a bench  warrant  on  Al-Amin 
for  failure  to  pay  numerous  parking  violations  and  subsequent  failure  to 
respond  to  certified  mail  warrants.  Al-Amin  ambushed  the  officers  (I 
guess  this  is  where  I am  supposed  to  put  "allegedly)  killing  one  and 
leaving  the  other  to  die. 

The  prosecutor  is  black,  the  mayor  is  black,  the  chief  of  police  is 
black.  Probably  90%  of  Atlanta's  city  administration  is  black.  This  is 
NOT  whitey  out  to  oppress  the  poor  black  man. 

So,  why  the  non-eventful  meeting  between  Al-Amin  and  Floyd  Hand?  I 
don't  honestly  know,  but  diversion  comes  to  mind.  A native  attorney  has 
already  advised  the  Oyate  there  is  a way  to  legally  alter  the  way  business 
is  done  by  the  OST  that  doesn't  involve  a takeover.  There  is  also  the 
question  of  all  those  funds  set  aside  at  the  grocery  store  for  the  Oyate 
that  Floyd's  wife  (allegedly)  withdrew. 


I do  know  this.  If  I wEre  really  interested  in  helping  the  Oglala  People 


I would  want  some  specific  answers  to  more  than  just  "Why  take  a 1300  mile 
trip  to  Atlanta?" 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@nanews . org 

Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A.  gars@crl.com 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643  gars@wolf star . com 
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CELEBRATION  OF  THE  BEAR:  For  more  than  100  years,  the  Northern  Ute  Indians 
have  welcomed  spring  with  a sacred  dance 
BY  BOB  MIMS 

c.  THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 
5/27/2 000 

The  distant  Uintah  Mountains  still  wear  crowns  of  snow,  but  in 
northeastern  Utah's  high  desert  the  sun  rules,  broiling  the  red-rock 
plateaus  and  baking  nature's  perfume  from  the  sweet  sage  and  cedar. 

With  its  short-lived  greenery,  spring  has  arrived  on  the  4.5  million- 
acre  Uintah  and  Ouray  Reservation.  For  the  3,159-member  Northern  Ute 
Indian  Tribe,  it  is  time  to  celebrate:  All  too  soon,  they  know,  the 
scattered  vegetation  will  wither  to  the  region's  more  characteristic  gray 
and  brown  hues. 

It  is  time  for  the  sacred  Bear  Dance  --  the  most  significant  four  days 
and  nights  of  the  Ute  year,  filled  with  chanting  of  the  old  songs,  dusting 
off  the  ancient  tales  while  munching  fresh,  hot  fry  bread  and  chili,  and 
dancing  in  rhythms  and  patterns  handed  down  from  the  misty  past. 

"The  bear  signifies  strength,"  said  Antonio  Dames  "A.D."  Kanip,  the 


latest  in  a family  of  Bean  Dance  chiefs.  "He's  the  most  powerful  animal  in 
the  country,  and  he's  where  we  get  our  strength  from.  In  the  old  days, 
though  we  were  a small  tribe,  no  other  tribe  could  beat  the  Utes  in  war." 

The  annual  ceremony,  Kanip  says,  came  with  the  tribe  when  its  Colorado 
bands  were  forced  by  white  soldiers  from  their  beloved  Shining  Mountains 
(the  Rockies)  into  the  Uintah  Basin  reservation  more  than  a century  ago. 
Ever  since,  tribal  members  --  who  call  themselves  Noochew  --  annually  put 
out  the  call  to  welcome  spring  with  the  dance. 

There  are  varying  legends  about  the  Bear  Dance's  origins.  In  one,  a 
warrior  was  led  by  his  dreams  to  a mountain  hideaway  where  a bear  taught 
him  the  sacred  dance;  another  account  has  a bear,  just  awakened  from 
hibernation,  teaching  the  dance  in  return  for  a Ute  hunter  sparing  his 
life. 

"We've  been  doing  the  Bear  Dance  here  for  more  than  100  years,"  Kanip 
said  last  Sunday.  "We  loosen  our  bodies  up  from  the  long  winter.  The  dance 
helps  you  get  ready  for  what  lies  ahead.  . . . It's  our  New  Year,  when 
things  are  green  and  life  renews." 

By  late  afternoon,  the  third  day  of  the  celebration,  nearly  700  Utes 
have  arrived,  some  traveling  more  than  100  miles  to  participate  in  the 
event.  Some  take  seats  in  lawn  chairs  or  on  blankets  spread  in  the  sparse 
shade  of  the  dance  arena's  cottonwood  brush  fence. 

Others  form  facing  lines  of  men  and  women  in  the  center  of  the  circle, 
kicking  up  dust  in  the  stylized  steps  taught  to  them  by  their  elders.  The 
dances,  lasting  five  to  10  minutes  each  and  with  only  short  breaks  between 
them,  will  go  on  from  midafternoon  well  into  the  early  morning  of  the  next 
day.  Most  of  those  who  come  will  have  danced  at  least  once  by  the  end  of 
the  celebration. 

The  dancers  are  clad  in  a mixture  of  modern  and  traditional  garb, 
moccasins  vying  with  sneakers  and  cowboy  boots,  brightly  dyed  shawls 
clashing  with  jeans  and  shorts.  But  when  they  join  hands,  they  find  unity 
in  the  time-honored  ritual  of  the  Bear  Dance. 

The  men  move  forward,  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  horizon,  as  the  women 
retreat.  Then  the  women  advance  a few  paces  as  the  men  retrace  their 
footsteps  backward.  The  dance  is  driven  by  the  beat  of  the  music,  a 
mixture  of  singing  and  "growl  sticks"  --  notched  ax  handles  stroked  by 
bones  or  pipes. 

The  rasping  rhythm  is  meant  to  imitate  the  sound  a bear  makes  when  it 
claws  a tree  to  mark  its  territory,  said  Lee,  a 76-year-old  Bear  Dance 
musician  who  declined,  with  a smile  on  his  leathery  bronze  face,  to  give  a 
last  name. 

"This  is  a spiritual  time,  a time  for  prayer,"  he  said.  "People  dance 
into  the  night  sometimes,  trying  to  dance  away  the  viruses  or  whatever  is 
on  them. " 

"It's  a spring  celebration,  but  it's  also  religious  and  spiritual,  like 
a healing  of  the  winter  sicknesses,"  added  Margo  Powaukee,  a 25-year-old 
woman  selling  hamburgers  and  pop  from  a nearby  plywood  shelter. 

Nelson  Cesspooch,  26,  brought  his  infant  son  to  the  dance.  "This  is  his 
first.  Ever  since  I was  small  I've  come,  and  now  it  is  his  turn,"  he  said. 
"To  me,  it's  like  a vacation.  I can  watch  the  people  go  out  and  have  fun 
and  see  friends  and  family." 

Other  Expressions:  The  Bear  Dance,  while  the  Utes'  cultural  crown  jewel, 
is  not  the  tribe's  only  spiritual  expression.  As  dancers  circle  the  center 
of  the  dance  arena,  in  nearby  Randlett,  Father  Richard  Mendez  has  just 
finished  services  at  the  Holy  Spirit  Episcopal  Church. 

His  brightly  painted  red  and  white  wooden  house  of  worship  also  has  a 
long  history  on  the  reservation,  used  to  teach  the  Christian  faith  to  Utes 
since  its  dedication  in  1886. 

When  he  first  took  the  parish  almost  six  years  ago,  the  congregation  had 
dwindled  to  a dozen.  Under  Mendez's  ministry,  it  now  averages  40 
worshipers  on  most  Sundays,  though  Easter  services  packed  114  into  his 
tiny  church. 

"I  was  told  they  didn't  have  much  use  for  priests  here  when  I first 
came,"  Mendez  said.  "They  just  had  to  learn  to  know  me." 

He  acknowledges  his  task  was  not  hurt  by  his  own  Shoshone  background,  or 
by  the  fact  his  wife,  Do,  is  Navajo.  Mendez  also  earned  a reputation  for 


respecting  and,  in  some  cases,  incorporating  American  Indian  traditions  in 
his  services,  and  native  art  decorates  his  sanctuary. 

"I  grew  up  on  the  Fort  Hall  [Idaho]  Reservation  with  Indian  traditions 
that  included  sweat  lodges,  which  are  mainly  for  purification,  and  sun 
dances,  where  people  just  pray  for  each  other,"  he  said.  "I  don't  see  any 
conflicts  with  Christianity.  I've  been  at  their  prayers,  and  I've  invited 
them  to  pray  at  my  graveside  services." 

Mendez,  with  his  broad  smile,  braided  hair,  silver  goatee  and  a crucifix 
dangling  over  an  ample  belly,  has  become  a well-known  and  respected  figure 
on  the  reservation.  He  tries  to  be  accessible  to  all,  regardless  of 
whether  they  attend  his  church. 

His  skill  as  an  amateur  mechanic  often  elicits  calls  for  help  with 
ailing  cars  --  and  serves  as  a good  excuse  for  counseling.  He  may  end  up 
wielding  a greasy  wrench,  but  often  he  just  listens  and  offers  advice  as  a 
friend . 

"I'm  not  really  that  good  with  cars,  but  they  seem  to  think  I am," 

Mendez  shrugged.  "A  lot  of  times  they  call  me  and  ask  me  to  look  at  a car, 
but  it's  really  just  a time  to  talk;  they  don't  want  to  come  right  out  and 
ask  a priest  for  counseling." 

He  has  experienced  many  of  the  same  problems  he  hears  about.  Two  tours 
as  a marine  in  Vietnam  left  him  an  alcoholic. 

"It  got  so  bad  I didn't  know  what  I was  doing  half  the  time.  I had 
blackouts  and  that  scared  me.  Then  my  brother  asked  me,  'Have  you  ever 
thought  about  asking  God  to  help  you?'  " 

In  1983,  he  did,  committing  his  life  to  Christ.  "I  never  had  a drink 
after  that,"  Mendez  said. 

Instead,  he  developed  a thirst  for  spiritual  service.  He  had  attended 
Episcopalian  services  as  a child  and  so  returned  to  the  church,  eventually 
becoming  a lay  leader.  Mendez  attended  seminary  in  Chicago  in  1988-89  and 
was  ordained  in  1990,  first  serving  as  a priest  to  the  Shoshone  and 
Arapaho  of  Wyoming  before  moving  to  Utah. 

"I  like  the  people  here.  I'll  stay  for  as  long  as  they  will  have  me.  It 
depends  if  God  calls  me  somewhere  else,  but  I like  it  here,"  he  said. 

Quiet  Communion:  About  the  time  Mendez  gives  his  benediction  in  Randlett 
Larry  Cesspooch  completes  preparations  for  his  own  communion  with  the 
divine,  hauling  white-hot  rocks  into  a sweat  lodge  just  outside  the  tiny 
farming  town  of  Neola,  a 45-minute  drive  northeast  over  rolling  rural 
roads . 

While  Mendez  invokes  the  blessings  of  Christ  on  his  parishioners, 
Cesspooch's  prayers  are  offered  to  ancestral  spirits  and  the  Creator. 
Mendez  offers  Holy  Communion  of  bread  and  wine;  Cesspooch's  sacraments  are 
the  steam,  smoke  and  heat  of  the  sweat  lodge. 

Today  he  will  be  joined  by  five  men  and  four  women,  both  Utes  and  whites 
in  a ceremony  that  will  last  just  under  two  hours.  The  rites  of 
purification  and  prayer  are  by  invitation  only. 

In  the  old  days,  Cesspooch  might  have  been  called  a shaman,  medicine  man 
or  --  since  he  often  prays  for  the  sick  --  a healer.  He  claims  none  of 
those  titles. 

"We  really  don't  have  anyone  like  that  anymore.  Those  old  guys  didn't 
have  that  wristwatch,  you  know,  so  they  could  take  time  to  understand 
things;  things  that  are  still  here,  still  coming,"  he  said.  "The  best  I 
can  do  is  just  try  to  do  things  right.  Whatever  is  placed  before  me, 
that's  what  I take  care  of." 

While  employed  as  a media  spokesman  for  the  tribe,  Cesspooch  sees  his 
purpose  as  coming  from  his  spiritual  work.  He  first  began  hosting  sweat 
ceremonies  in  1981,  and  with  fasting  and  prayer  came  the  dreams  and 
visions  that  lead  him  today. 

"I  see  it  as  just  a gift,  no  different  from  someone  able  to  sing  or 
whatever,"  Cesspooch  said.  "It's  normal,  but  out  of  its  place  it  becomes 
this  'mystical  thing'  to  people." 

Still,  there  is  something  of  the  mysterious,  at  least  to  outsiders,  in 
the  spiritual  mantle  the  48-year-old  father  of  two  has  chosen  to  take  on. 
There  is  a price  for  awareness  of  the  unseen  forces  sharing  the  visible 
world  with  us,  Cesspooch  said. 

"There  are  times  when  I will  be  doing  a blessing  and  I'll  feel  the  pain. 


the  sickness.  There  are  some  things  you  just  can't  do  anything  about 
because  it's  too  late/'  he  said.  "You  are  giving  part  of  yourself;  it's 
like  touching  a person  and  touching  a live  wire,  the  Creator,  at  the  same 
time. " 

That  Creator,  Cesspooch  believes,  is  the  same  being  or  force  recognized 
by  all  of  humankind's  many  faiths.  As  a child,  baptized  Catholic,  he 
called  upon  Desus,  only  to  drift  away  from  the  church  in  ensuing  years; 
now  he  prays  to  the  Creator,  affectionately  referring  to  him  as 
"Grandfather"  as  he  invokes  the  blessings  of  "all  my  relations." 

Cesspooch  slowly  turns  in  a circle,  silent  for  a moment  as  he  gazes  at 
the  Uintahs  to  the  north,  rolling  hills  and  desert  grasslands  east  and 
south,  and  then  the  faint  purple  outline  of  the  Wasatch  Range  100  miles  to 
the  west. 

"I've  come  to  understand  God  is  everywhere,"  Cesspooch  said.  "He's  in 
that  church,  he's  in  that  sweat  lodge,  he's  in  that  sun  dance. 

"It  doesn't  matter  what  the  place  is,  or  what's  in  your  hand  --  it's 
what  you  feel  inside,  and  that's  common  to  all  religions." 
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Indian  Country  Today 

Tribes  and  Sierra  Club  fight  mining  on  San  Francisco  Peaks 
by  Brenda  Norrell 
Today  staff 

FLAGSTAFF,  Ariz.  - The  Sierra  Club  has  joined  13  American  Indian 
tribes  fighting  desecration  of  San  Francisco  Peaks,  a mountain  sacred 
to  them  that  is  scarred  by  pumice  mining. 

The  struggle  to  preserve  the  sanctity  of  the  mountain  led  Hopi 
runners  to  conduct  a sacred  run  in  May.  Beginning  at  the  edge  of  the 
White  Vulcan  Mine,  Bucky  Preston  and  other  Hopi  runners  ran  to  a 
public  hearing  in  Flagstaff. 

Urging  protection  of  the  Navajos'  sacred  mountain  to  the  west,  Navajo 
Nation  Council  Speaker  Ed  T.  Begay  gained  council  support  to  oppose 
mining  on  San  Francisco  Peaks. 

Begay,  with  support  from  Hatathlii  (Navajo  medicine  people),  said  San 
Francisco  Peaks  are  prominent  in  Dine'  origin,  clan  and  ceremonial 
stories.  It  is  one  of  the  Four  Sacred  Mountains  and  a place  where 
Dine'  make  offerings  to  have  a good  life. 

"The  preservation  of  our  most  sacred  site  is  at  stake,"  Begay  said, 
calling  for  a nationwide  boycott  of  stone-washed  jeans  which  creates 
a demand  for  pumice. 

Former  Hopi  Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku  and  Interior  Secretary  Bruce 
Babbitt  recently  opposed  the  desecration  and  called  for  repeal  of  the 
1872  mining  law  that  led  to  the  mining  permit. 

Sharon  Galbreath,  Sierra  Club  Conservation  chairwoman,  said  mining  on 
a mountain  sacred  to  American  Indian  tribes,  which  is  also  a point  of 
beauty  for  all,  reflects  the  problems  with  the  outdated  mining  law. 

"Scarring  those  beautiful  and  sacred  mountains  with  an  open  pit  mine 
vividly  demonstrates  what's  wrong  with  the  1872  Mining  Law." 

The  White  Vulcan  mine  on  the  Peaks  produces  pumice,  a volcanic  stone 
used  primarily  for  stone  washing  denim  clothing  for  the  fashion 
industry. 

Owners  of  the  White  Vulcan  Mine  want  to  expand  the  existing  90-acre 
mine  by  another  30  acres,  resulting  in  a total  of  3,000  acres  of 
mining  claims  on  the  peaks. 

The  Navajo  Nation  and  Hualapai  Tribe,  from  the  Grand  Canyon,  joined 
the  Sierra  Club,  city  of  Flagstaff  and  Coconino  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  submitted  resolutions  to  support  withdrawal  of  the  land  by  the 
U.S.  Forest  Service  to  protect  it  from  mining. 


More  than  3,000  public  comments  poured  in  to  support  withdrawal  of 
74,380  acres  which  would  be  one  of  the  largest  mineral  withdrawals  in 
this  country. 

If  approved,  no  new  mining  claims  could  be  filed  on  those  acres  in 
the  Coconino  National  Forestland  that  encompasses  the  peaks.  Existing 
claims  would  be  subject  to  a two-year  review  process  to  determine 
which  are  legitimate. 

Andy  Bessler,  Sierra  Club  organizer  for  the  Save  the  Peaks  Campaign, 
said  the  Forest  Service  is  demonstrating  a new  direction  in  caring 
for  the  environment  and  honoring  American  Indian  religious  sites. 

"The  federal  action  represents  a shift  in  the  Forest  Service  from 
managing  the  land  for  extraction  to  managing  the  land  for  the 
preservation  of  the  unique  ecological  and  cultural  values  the  peaks 
hold . " 

The  public  comment  period  concludes  in  mid-Dune. 
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Aboriginal  Border  Crossing  Receives  Support  From  Alberta  Government 

LETFIBRIDGE,  Alta.  (CP)  Aboriginal  groups  in  Alberta  have  received  a 
show  of  support  for  a separate  border  crossing  from  Premier  Ralph 
Klein . 

In  a letter  to  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien,  Klein  said  he  realizes 
transporting  First  Nations  sacred  objects  between  countries  can 
raise  complex  jurisdictional  issues. 

Fie  told  Chretien  leaders  from  the  Blackfoot  Confederacy  _ four 
native  groups  united  in  pre-treaty  times  to  deal  with  the  Canadian 
federal  government  and  the  United  States  Congress  _ are  concerned 
"about  the  manner  in  which  some  Canada  Customs  officials  handle 
sacred  objects  and  bundles  at  Alberta-Montana  border  crossings." 

The  confederacy  has  called  for  a separate  border  crossing  to  be 
staffed  with  aboriginal  people  who  have  an  understanding  and 
feeling  for  the  culture. 

Klein  asked  "the  federal  government  to  review  the  practices  of 
Customs  officials,  particularly  with  respect  to  cultural  awareness 
training  in  this  sensitive  area." 

Chief  Adrian  Stimson  of  the  Siksika  Nation  said  he  doesn't  believe 
the  Blackfoot  _ Blackfeet  in  the  U.S.  _ people  are  asking  for  any 
special  favours. 

Fie  says  other  agreements  are  already  in  place,  with  the  Mohawk 
Nation,  for  example. 

"We  didn't  put  the  borders  in  place.  That  was  done  by  white 
legislation . " 

On  Thursday  the  tribes  reaffirmed  the  pre-treaty  confederacy  with  a 
signed  agreement  by  four  tribal  leaders:  Stimson,  Chief  Chris  Shade 
of  the  Kainai,  Chief  Peter  Strikes  With  A Gun  of  the  Piikani  and 
chairman  William  Old  Chief  of  the  South  Peigan  from  Browning,  Mont. 

"What  we  are  entering  into  is  not  only  to  deal  with  repatriation 
and  border  crossings  issues  but  to  also  advance  in  areas  of  trade 
and  economic  development,"  said  Shade. 

The  Blackfoot  Confederacy  territory  was  from  the  North  Saskatchewan 
River  south  to  the  Yellowstone,  and  from  the  Continental  Divide 
east  to  the  confluence  of  the  North  and  South  Saskatchewan  rivers. 
Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 

"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 
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Tribes  and  Tribulations:  BIA  Seeks  to  Lose  a Duty 
By  William  Claiborne 
Washington  Post  Staff  Writer 
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It  is  not  every  day  that  a federal  official  tells  Congress  he  wants 
to  surrender  one  of  his  agency's  core  responsibilities- -and  the 
bureaucracy  that  goes  with  it--to  another  federal  agency.  But  that  is 
what  Kevin  Gover,  the  Clinton's  administration's  top  Indian  official, 
is  doing. 

Driven  by  the  lure  of  billions  of  dollars  in  potential  casino 
profits,  unrecognized  Indian  groups  across  the  country  have  unleashed 
such  an  overwhelming  and  highly  contentious  barrage  of  claims  for 
federal  tribal  recognition  that  Gover  says  his  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  can  no  longer  cope  with  it. 

After  more  than  two  years  of  trying  to  reform  the  trouble-plagued 
recognition  process,  Gover  has  concluded  that  he  cannot  succeed.  So, 
he  said,  he  is  willing  to  give  up  his  power  to  recognize  tribes  to  a 
three-member  commission  that  Congress  would  create  under  a bill 
proposed  by  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  (R-Colo.). 

Gover,  the  Interior  Department's  assistant  secretary  for  Indian 
affairs,  made  his  surprise  announcement  last  week  in  testimony  before 
Campbell's  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  saying  he  had  tried  to 
effect  reforms  but  that,  "the  more  contentious  and  nasty  things 
become,  the  less  we  feel  we  are  able  to  do  it." 

"I  know  it's  unusual  for  an  agency  to  give  up  a responsibility  like 
this,"  Gover  said  in  an  interview  this  week.  "But  this  one  has 
outgrown  us.  It  needs  more  expertise  and  resources  than  we  have 
available. " 

Gover  said  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  agreed  that  because  of 
longstanding  problems,  the  BIA's  tribal  recognition  office  would 
"never  rise  to  the  top  of  anyone's  priority  list,  given  problems  in 
[Indian]  schools,  law  enforcement  and  other  issues." 

He  acknowledged  there  is  no  guarantee  a three-member  commission 
appointed  by  the  president  could  do  any  better,  but  "maybe  a new 
institution,  with  a fresh  start,  could  stand  a better  chance  to  get 
the  resources  it  needs.  If  properly  funded  and  properly  staffed, 
maybe  they  could  do  better  than  we  did." 

Conferring  recognition  on  tribes  is  one  of  the  BIA's  most  basic  and 
important  tasks  because  it  makes  Native  American  groups  eligible  for 
an  array  of  federal  assistance  programs  and  classifies  them  as 
sovereign  nations,  a key  prerequisite  for  gaining  immunity  from  state 
laws  against  casino  gambling  as  long  as  they  negotiate  a compact  with 
the  governor. 

In  all,  558  tribes  have  been  recognized  by  the  government  and  another 
200  are  awaiting  the  completion  of  exhaustive  checks  by  federal 
genealogists  and  anthropologists  to  ascertain  that  they  have 
legitimate  Native  American  heritage  in  their  specified  group. 

The  BIA  requires  massive  historical  documentation  supporting  Indian 
groups'  claims,  and  it  sometimes  takes  15  years  or  more  for  the 
agency's  overworked,  12-member  Branch  of  Acknowledgment  and  Research 
to  process  and  verify  applications. 

Mark  C.  Tilden,  a staff  attorney  for  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund 
in  Boulder,  Colo.,  said  he  has  been  petitioning  the  BIA  on  behalf  of 
one  tribe  since  1980,  and  for  another  since  1985.  He  said  the  process 
can  cost  Indian  groups  $400,000  to  $1  million  at  a time  when  "most 
tribes  don't  have  enough  money  to  pay  the  light  bill,  much  less  legal 
fees  like  that . " 

Tilden  attributed  much  of  the  delays  to  the  way  in  which  the  BIA 


implements  the  regulations  governing  verification  of  historical 
records,  which  he  said  makes  it  appear  the  agency  is  trying  to 
"debunk  a lot  of  historical  research  and  archaeological  records 
because  they  don't  want  to  recognize  any  more  tribes." 

Tilden  added  that  politics  sometimes  causes  the  delays:  When  tribal 
recognition  removes  land  from  states'  tax  rolls,  sometimes  state 
governments  bring  pressure  on  Capitol  Hill,  which  sifts  down  to  the 
BIA. 

But  the  recognition  process  was  unworkable  long  before  Gover  was 
appointed  as  head  of  the  BIA,  Tilden  said.  "He  tried  to  fix  it  and 
couldn't.  To  his  credit,  he  has  admitted  that  and  is  willing  to  let 
someone  else  try. " 

However,  Gover  and  other  BIA  officials  said  the  meager  tribal 
verification  staff  and  a mountain  of  other  vexing  problems  that 
confront  the  BIA  daily--combined  with  the  increasingly  frequent 
lawsuits  that  surround  recognition  cases--are  to  blame  for  the  delays. 

"We've  got  a lot  on  our  plate  here,  like  trying  to  get  adequate 
police  protection  on  reservations  and  fixing  schools  that  are 
literally  falling  on  our  kids,"  said  BIA  spokesman  Rex  Hackler. 
"Something's  got  to  go." 

Nowhere  is  the  atmosphere  surrounding  the  BIA's  tribal  recognition 
process  more  highly  charged  than  in  southeastern  Connecticut,  where 
two  tribes  operate  prosperous  casinos  and  several  more  are  fighting 
for  recognition  that  would  allow  them  to  start  competing  gaming 
operations . 

Three  towns  are  challenging  the  legality  of  the  tiny  Mashantucket 
Pequot  tribe's  Foxwoods  Resort  and  Casino  and  the  Mohegans'  nearby 
Sun  Casino,  partly  on  the  basis  of  what  they  say  was  federal  tribal 
recognition  in  the  face  of  questionable  credentials.  The  Mashantucket 
Pequots  gained  recognition  from  Congress- -tribes  may  get  recognition 
through  legislation  as  well  as  from  the  BIA--in  1983  and  quickly 
expanded  from  a small  bingo  hall  to  the  world's  largest  casino,  with 
annual  slot  machine  revenue  of  more  than  $1  billion. 

The  controversy  over  the  Mashantucket  Pequots  increased  in  April  with 
the  publication  of  a book,  "Without  Reservation,"  by  Boston  author 
Deff  Benedict,  which  accused  the  tribespeople  of  not  being  Pequots 
and  therefore  establishing  Foxwoods  under  false  pretenses. 

Mashantucket  Tribal  Chairman  Kenneth  Reels  has  threatened  to  sue 
Benedict,  contending  he  has  proof  of  his  Pequot  and  Narragansett 
bloodlines,  as  well  as  his  Portuguese  and  African  American  ties. 

The  three  Connecticut  towns  have  also  threatened  to  sue  Babbitt  if  he 
does  not  withdraw  the  BIA's  preliminary  recognition  of  two  other 
Pequot  splinter  tribes,  the  Eastern  Pequots  and  Paucatuck  Pequots, 
which  local  officials  say  are  seeking  to  build  their  own  casinos. 

The  town  officials  said  Gover  had  relaxed  BIA  standards  in  approving 
the  petitions,  a move  that  could  set  the  stage  for  recognition  of  the 
Golden  Hill  Paugussetts,  a tribe  that  Gover  once  represented  as  a 
lawyer.  The  Paugussetts  are  seeking  to  build  a casino  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  and  a tribal  recognition  decision  is  due  in  Duly. 

Gover  noted  that  he  has  recused  himself  in  the  case,  but  that  "even 
doing  that,  everything  I do  in  other  petitions  is  measured  against 
the  Golden  Hills  [case].  I can't  escape  that." 

The  assistant  secretary  added,  "I'm  not  looking  to  involve  the  BIA  in 
any  more  controversy  than  it  already  has." 
c.  2000  The  Washington  Post  Company 
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Indian  Country  Today 

Cowlitz  federal  recognition  temporarily  blocked  by  Quinault 
by  Cate  Montana 
Today  Correspondent 

LONGVIEW,  Wash.  - The  Cowlitz  tribe's  25-year  bid  for  federal 
recognition  has  been  temporarily  bogged  down  by  an  appeal  for 
reconsideration  to  the  federal  Interior  Board  of  Indian  Appeals  by 
the  Quinault  Indian  Nation. 

With  one  day  to  go  before  the  90-day  period  of  appeal  expired,  the 
Quinault  Nation's  attorney,  Richard  Reich,  submitted  a report  asking 
the  IBIA  to  reconsider  the  Feb.  14  decision  by  U.S.  Assistant 
Interior  Secretary  Kevin  Gover  to  recognize  the  tribe.  The  appeal  was 
based  in  the  argument  that  a "substantial  portion"  of  the  evidence 
relied  upon  by  the  assistant  secretary  in  his  determination  was 
"unreliable  or  of  little  probative  value."  The  appeal  also  states 
that  the  bureau's,  as  well  as  the  Cowlitz  tribe's,  research  was 
incomplete. 

The  appeal  came  as  no  surprise  to  Cowlitz  representatives  who  say  the 
Quinault  Nation  has  opposed  Cowlitz  and  other  coastal  tribes' 
recognition  for  years. 

"It's  a political  issue,"  says  Cowlitz  general  council  chairman  Dohn 
Barnett.  "The  Quinault  feel  that  if  we  get  recognized  then  we  will 
probably  exert  authority  over  some  of  the  jurisdictional  issues  on 
the  reservation." 

In  the  appeal,  the  Quinault  state  that  Cowlitz  members  petitioning 
for  recognition  are  not  descended  from  the  same  group  that 
participated  in  treaty  proceedings  with  Gov.  Isaac  Stevens  in  1855. 
Information  from  the  tribe  states  the  Quinault  believe  the  current 
Cowlitz  petitioners  are  composed  of  descendants  of  Hudson  Bay  Co. 
employees  and  Cowlitz  and  non-Cowlitz  Indian  women  who  settled  on  the 
Cowlitz  Prairie,  not  descendants  of  the  original  Lower  Cowlitz  tribe. 

Stephen  Becham,  Cowlitz  tribal  historian  and  history  professor  at 
Lewis  and  Clark  College  in  Portland,  Ore.,  said  none  of  the  submitted 
material  is  new  - even  though  the  basic  requirement  for  an  appeal  for 
reconsideration  by  the  Branch  of  Acknowledgment  and  Research  is  that 
new  evidence  be  made  available. 

"This  matter  is  one  of  unconscionable  delays,  obstructionist  action, 
repetitive  presentation  of  the  same  argument  and  duplicative  and 
triplicative  presentation  of  the  same  documents,"  Becham  said.  "And 
this  has  meant  deferral  for  yet  more  and  more  years,  of  any  delivery 
of  BIA  services  or  management  funds,  technical  assistance,  planning, 
housing  assistance  and  health  for  the  Cowlitz  people. 

"The  Cowlitz  are  a wonderfully  well  documented,  historic  tribe,"  he 
says.  "Every  current  Cowlitz  member  is  descended  from  an  aboriginal 
Cowlitz  except  members  of  one  family.  And,  that  one  family  was 
affiliated  with  the  tribe  prior  to  the  Chehalis  River  Treaty  council 
in  February/March  1855." 

Representatives  of  the  Cowlitz  say  the  Quinault  Nation's  move  to 
block  federal  recognition  is  not  substantive,  but  rather  springs  from 
insecurity  about  the  potential  jurisdictional  authority  affiliated 
tribal  members  who  hold  a majority  of  allotments  on  the  Quinault 
Reservation  might  wield  if  recognized. 

Of  the  eight  tribes  with  allotments  held  in  trust  by  the  U.S. 
government  on  the  Quinault  Reservation,  the  Quinault  Tribe  holds  the 
minority. 

A settlement  offer  submitted  to  Cowlitz  tribal  attorney  Dennis 
Whittlesey  on  April  21  by  the  Quinault  Nation  validates  this 
position.  The  letter  states  that  the  Quinault  Nation  would  consider 
withholding  or  withdrawing  its  petition  for  reconsideration  if  the 
Cowlitz  Tribe  would  be  willing  to  enter  into  a "binding  agreement 
disclaiming  assertions  of  tribal  rights  or  interests  in  the  Quinault 
Reservation . " 

Pearl  Copoeman-Baller,  president  of  the  Quinault  Tribal  Council, 
admits  that  it  is  Cowlitz  insistence  that  they  have  treaty  rights  on 
the  Quinault  Reservation  that  is  at  the  heart  of  the  dispute. 


"We're  not  opposing  their  petition  for  recognition/'  she  says.  "We 
are  opposing  some  of  their  claims  in  their  petition. 

"There  are  several  different  individual  tribal  members  that  own  land 
on  the  Quinault  Reservation.  It's  an  allotted  reservation.  But  the 
reservation  is  for  the  enrolled  adults  of  Quinault  Nation.  That's 
been  affirmed  and  reaffirmed  by  Congress  and  by  court  orders.  ...  if 
they're  enrolled  Quinault  they  have  treaty  rights.  But  if  they're 
not , they  don ' t . " 

For  numerous  reasons,  the  Cowlitz  say  they  are  unwilling  to  disclaim 
any  rights  or  interests  in  the  reservation.  Barnett  said  first  and 
foremost  is  the  fact  that  the  Cowlitz  Tribal  Council  has  no  right  to 
interfere  with  - or  jeopardize  - the  private  interests  of  the 
hundreds  of  Cowlitz  members  who  hold  allotments  on  the  Quinault 
Reservation . 

Equally  important  from  the  Cowlitz  point  of  view  is  that  the  tribe 
believes  its  federal  status  is,  in  part,  determined  by  the  rights  the 
tribe  has  on  the  Quinault  Reservation. 

"The  essence  of  federal  status  for  the  Cowlitz  Tribe  is,  in  part,  the 
product  of  the  Supreme  Court's  finding  that  this  tribe  has  rights  at 
the  reservation  in  Halbert  vs.  the  United  States  in  1931,"  states 
Cowlitz  attorney  Whittlesey.  "Those  are  rights  which  are  at  the  heart 
of  the  reserve  rights  process  under  the  Treaty  of  Olympia.  Those  are 
rights  that  can  only  be  held  by  a federally  recognized  Indian  tribe. 

"So  the  request  that  the  Cowlitz  abrogate  those  rights  is  really  a 
request  that  they  abrogate  one  of  the  foundations  upon  which  their 
entitlements  to  be  federally  recognized  are  built.  And  of  course  we 
wouldn't  do  that." 

A long  dispute 

The  whole  issue  goes  back  to  1855  when  the  Quinault,  the  Quileute, 
Hoh,  Queets,  Chehalis,  Cowlitz,  Chinook  and  Shoalwater  Bay  tribes, 
identified  as  the  "fish-eating  tribes  of  the  Pacific  coast,"  met  with 
Gov.  Stevens  in  treaty  negotiations  near  the  town  of  Cosmopolis. 

In  the  midst  of  negotiations,  it  became  apparent  that  Stevens 
intended  for  all  of  the  tribes  to  move  from  their  homelands  and  share 
a reservation  within  the  traditional  lands  of  the  Quinault.  At  that 
point  the  Chehalis,  Cowlitz  and  Chinook  tribal  representatives  left 
the  council  and  treaty  negotiations  fell  apart. 

Gov.  Stevens  managed  to  finalize  negotiations  the  following  year  at  a 
council  near  the  Quinault  River,  thus  establishing  the  10,000  acre 
Quinault  Reservation.  Although  the  Quinault  and  Quileute  nations  were 
the  only  signatories.  Article  6 of  the  Quinault  River  Treaty  made 
provisions  for  the  other  tribes,  stating  that  the  president  of  the 
United  States  "may  consolidate  them  (Quinault  and  Quileute)  with 
other  friendly  tribes  . . . and  he  may  further,  at  his  discretion, 
cause  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  to  be  reserved  . . . 
surveyed  into  lots,  and  assign  the  same  to  such  individuals  or 
families  as  are  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege." 

For  a short  time,  the  Cowlitz  continued  to  live,  hunt  and  fish  where 
they  always  had.  But  ever-increasing  population  pressure  from 
settlers  eventually  created  problems. 

Disturbed  by  the  reluctance  of  the  remaining  tribes  - including  the 
Cowlitz  - to  relocate  to  the  Quinault  Reservation,  President  Ulysses 
S.  Grant  decided  to  up  the  ante  and  expand  the  existing  Quinault 
Reservation  to  make  room  for  the  additional  tribes. 

In  1873,  an  Executive  Order  expanded  the  Quinault  Reservation  to 
almost  200,000  acres,  including  the  original  10,000  acres  granted  to 
the  Quinault  in  the  treaty  of  1855.  Between  1911  and  1934,  the 
additional  186,000  acres  added  to  the  Quinault  Reservation  for 
members  of  other  "fish  eating  tribes"  tribes  of  Washington,  were 
legally  allotted  to  individuals  from  all  the  tribes  recognized  by  the 
U.S.  government  as  having  an  interest  in  the  reservation. 

Cowlitz  allotments  eventually  constituted  approximately  16  percent 
of  the  total  196,000  acres  of  the  Quinault  Reservation.  Chinook 
allotments  registered  by  far  the  majority  with  approximately  54 


percent.  Quinault  allotments  totaled  approximately  6 percent.  The 
majority  vote  fell  squarely  in  the  hands  of  the  affiliated  tribes  and 
the  off-reservation  allottees. 

When  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  was  passed  in  1934,  the  eight 
Quinault  Reservation  tribes  - with  the  Quinault  opposing  - voted  for 
confederation . 

Cowlitz  historian  Becham  said  the  Quinault  members  who  lived 
on-reservation  were  furious  at  the  outcome  of  the  vote.  They  did  not 
want  IRA  because  they  did  not  want  a confederated  tribal  government. 

What  happened  next  is  puzzling,  he  says. 

"Fewer  than  700  people  effectively  persuaded  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  to  ignore  the  vote.  And  thus  to  this  day,  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  deals  exclusively  with  the  Quinault  business  committee 
as  the  governing  body  of  the  reservation.  And  yet  the  Quinault  Tribe 
owns  a mere  fraction  of  the  lands  on  that  reservation . " 

Having  a say-so 

Soon  the  Quinault  Nation  will  be  facing  a two-pronged  threat  - final 
determination  for  federal  recognition  for  the  Chinook  Tribe  is 
scheduled  for  next  month,  and  the  Chinook,  like  the  Cowlitz,  are 
seeking  recognition  and  substantiation  of  their  treaty  rights  in  the 
Quinault  Reservation. 

Reiche,  the  Quinault  attorney,  says  the  tribe  will  oppose  Chinook 
recognition  as  well. 

The  Cowlitz  general  council  chairman  says  the  ongoing  efforts  by  the 
Quinault  to  disenfranchise  other  Indian  nations  is  disheartening. 

"It's  a sad  state  of  affairs  when  something  that's  supposed  to  be  an 
honest  and  above-board  process  gets  muddy  in  politics,"  Barnett  says. 
"The  Quinault  have  claimed  exclusive  jurisdiction  on  reservation. 

Four  cases,  two  Supreme  Court  decisions  and  one  Indian  court  claims 
decision  say  ...  the  reservation  belongs  to  eight  tribes. 

"When  you  have  the  same  rights  and  privileges,  that  should  mean  that 
you  should  have  some  say-so.  For  instance,  I personally  have  trust 
land  on  the  reservation  as  a result  of  allotments  I inherited  from  my 
father.  And  I have  no  say-so  about  that.  The  only  people  that  have 
anything  to  say  about  it  are  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the 
Quinault  Tribe  who  work  hand-in-hand  with  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
affairs  to  supervise  what  happens  on  the  reservation  as  far  as 
land-use  policies,  forestry  policies,  everything. 

"The  only  thing  I can  do  with  my  land  is  sign  a power  of  attorney  to 
allow  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  sell  my  timber.  Period.  So  this 
is  where  the  rub  is.  ...  The  Cowlitz  people,  they  don't  want  to  move 
to  Tahola.  All  they  want  is  ...  their  people  who  have  allotments  to 
have  a say-so  in  their  own  property." 
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Little  Shells  finally  recognized  as  tribe 

Federal  decision  to  give  members  access  to  health,  educational  benefits 
Rob  McDonald 
c.  Spokane.net 
May  27,  2000 

Mary  Dane  Miller  was  five  when  her  father  helped  her  sign  a petition 
demanding  federal  recognition  of  her  tribe,  the  Little  Shell  Tribe  of 
Chippewa  Indians  of  Montana. 

On  Friday,  55  years  after  signing  her  name,  the  Department  of  Interior 
finally  issued  a ruling  recognizing  the  tribe. 


Miller,  now  a 60-year-old  Spokane  resident,  expected  the  worst  as  she 
waited  for  word  Friday.  Pending  a six-month  comment  period  and  some 
paperwork,  it's  mostly  a done  deal. 

"I  am  so  happy,"  Miller  said.  She's  one  of  about  400  Little  Shell  people 
who  live  in  the  Spokane  area.  "I'm  going  to  call  my  aunt  in  Lewiston.  This 
will  be  the  best  birthday  present  in  the  world  that  she's  gotten." 

With  federal  recognition  comes  access  to  health  care  and  educational  aid 
for  her  people.  But  it's  not  really  about  money,  she  said. 

"My  (9-year-old)  granddaughter  was  in  the  back  yard  yelling,  'I'm  an 
Indian,"'  Miller  said.  "For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I can  say  I'm  an 
Indian.  This  is  the  most  important  day  in  my  life. 

"We  are  a tribe.  We're  here.  Finally." 

In  1892,  Chief  Little  Shell  rejected  a treaty  that  removed  10  million 
acres  from  the  Turtle  Mountain  Indian  Reservation  of  North  Dakota  for 
10  cents  an  acre. 

The  Little  Shell  Tribe  eventually  settled  in  the  Great  Falls  area  in 
Montana . 

They  have  not  been  recognized  as  a tribe  of  American  Indians  since  1892. 

Several  requests  for  recognition  were  submitted  and  resubmitted  through 
the  years.  The  latest  application  came  in  1984,  tribal  vice  chairman  Roger 
Salois  said. 

"We  worked  so  dang  long  to  get  to  this  point,  now  it's  here,"  Salois  said. 
"It's  like  we  have  to  look  for  another  goal.  We're  kind  of  in  shock." 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  intended  to  issue  a decision  on 
recognition  of  the  Little  Shells  by  March  1,  but  gave  the  department  until 
April  14  to  make  the  preliminary  ruling. 

In  April,  Babbitt's  office  extended  its  deadline  until  May  12,  and  then 
postponed  it  again  until  Friday. 

Tribal  leaders  were  worried  about  their  fate  when  they  heard  that  Kevin 
Gover,  assistant  Interior  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs,  told  a Senate 
committee  Wednesday  that  his  agency  is  overwhelmed  by  the  task  of  issuing 
recognition . 

Gover  told  the  committee  that  more  than  200  tribes  are  seeking  recognition 
and  that  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  requires  reams  of  information  from 
them,  sometimes  taking  as  long  as  12  years  to  reach  a decision.  The  Little 
Shells  say  it  took  108  years  of  waiting. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  is  considering  legislation  by  Sen. 
Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  that  would  create  a three-member  panel 
appointed  by  the  president  to  decide  which  tribes  should  be  recognized. 

Gover  said  he  would  support  legislation  removing  that  responsibility  from 
his  office. 

Background 
Little  Shell  Tribe 

In  1892,  Chief  Little  Shell  rejected  a treaty  that  removed  10million  acres 
from  the  Turtle  Mountain  Indian  Reservation  of  North  Dakota  for  10  cents  an 
acre.  The  Little  Shell  Tribe  eventually  settled  in  the  Great  Falls  area  in 
Montana.  They  have  not  been  recognized  as  a tribe  of  American  Indians  since 
1892. 
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Hearing  Airs  Plan  To  Expedite  Indian  Tribe  Recognition 

c.  Hartford  (CT)  Courant 

05/26/00 

A congressional  hearing  on  legislation  to  speed  up  the  process  for 
recognizing  Indian  tribes  drew  anti-gambling  activists  and  Indians  to 


Washington,  D.C.,  this  week,  including  the  chief  of  the  Schaghticoke  tribe 
of  Kent. 

Nationally,  more  than  150  Indian  groups  are  seeking  federal  recognition 
as  sovereign  governments,  and  nine  are  from  Connecticut. 

Three  outspoken  critics  of  the  legislation,  the  political  leaders  of 
Ledyard,  Preston  and  North  Stonington,  did  not  go  to  Washington.  They  are 
questioning  the  heritage  of  two  Indian  groups  that  won  preliminary 
approval  for  recognition  this  spring,  the  Eastern  Pequots  and  the 
Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequots. 

North  Stonington  First  Selectman  Nicholas  Mullane  said  he  and  his 
counterparts  in  Ledyard  and  Preston  have  been  busy  working  on  their  town 
budgets  and  hope  to  take  their  concerns  about  recognition,  land  annexation 
and  casinos  directly  to  President  Clinton  in  a meeting  next  month. 

The  towns  did  submit  written  comments  on  the  legislation  through  their 
Washington  lawyers  last  fall,  saying  "it  would  result  in  such  a serious 
relaxation  of  the  standards  for  recognition  that  many  unqualified  and 
undeserving  petitioning  groups  would  be  likely  to  achieve  recognition." 

At  a Wednesday  hearing  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
Schaghticoke  Chief  Richard  Velky  said  he  supports  the  legislative  proposal 
to  expedite  the  recognition  process  by  taking  it  away  from  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  giving  it  to  a new  Commission  on  Indian  Recognition. 
Representatives  from  four  other  tribes  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  plan,  as 
did  BIA  Director  Kevin  Gover. 

"The  current  acknowledgment  process  is  broken  and  must  be  fixed,"  Velky 
said.  "We  have  learned  a great  deal  about  the  existing  procedures,  and 
unfortunately  about  how  deeply  those  procedures  become  mired  in  endless 
delay. " 

When  his  tribe's  recognition  petition  was  deemed  ready  for  federal 
review  in  1997,  he  said  BIA  officials  told  him  he  could  expect  a decision 
within  two  years.  But  last  year,  he  said,  BIA  officials  upped  their 
estimate  to  another  seven  to  10  years.  That  kind  of  delay,  Velky  testified, 
"constitutes  a denial  of  justice." 

The  Schaghticokes,  who  have  a state-recognized  reservation  bordering  the 
Housatonic  River,  are  embroiled  in  a dispute  with  the  Golden  Hill 
Paugussetts,  who  have  state  reservations  in  Trumbull  and  Colchester  and 
expect  a decision  on  their  federal  recognition  petition  in  Duly. 

Velky  has  accused  the  Paugussetts  of  trying  to  steal  his  tribe's 
heritage  by  using  Schaghticoke  ancestors  to  justify  their  lineage.  He  went 
to  court  last  week  to  try  to  force  BIA  officials  to  consider  the  petitions 
from  both  groups  simultaneously. 

The  Schaghticokes,  Paugussetts,  Eastern  Pequots  and  Paucatuck  Eastern 
Pequots  all  plan  to  build  casinos  if  they  are  recognized. 

Casinos  as  a motivating  force  behind  recognition  was  on  the  minds  of 
anti-gambling  activists  who  went  to  Washington  Wednesday,  led  by  the  Rev. 
Tom  Grey  of  Illinois,  director  of  the  National  Coalition  Against  Gambling 
Expansion.  At  a press  conference.  Grey  called  for  a moratorium  on  new 
Indian  casinos  and  said  federal  officials  should  not  change  the 
recognition  process. 

Connecticut  has  two  federally  recognized  tribes,  the  Mashantucket 
Pequots,  owners  of  Foxwoods  Resort  Casino,  and  the  Mohegans,  who  are  in 
the  midst  of  an  $800  million  expansion  of  their  thriving  Mohegan  Sun 
casino  in  Montville,  about  10  miles  from  Foxwoods. 

The  Eastern  Pequots  and  the  Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequots  share  a state- 
recognized  reservation  in  North  Stonington,  just  a few  miles  from  Foxwoods. 

The  other  Connecticut  petitioners  seeking  tribal  recognition  are  in  the 
preliminary  stages  of  the  process,  and  none  have  state  reservations.  They 
are  the  Mohegan  Tribe  & Nation  of  Norwich,  the  Nehantic  Tribe  and  Nation 
of  Chester,  the  Southern  Pequot  Tribe  of  Waterford,  the  Pequot  Mohegan 
Tribe  of  Middletown  and  the  Poquonnock  Pequot  Tribe  of  Ledyard. 

State  Attorney  General  Richard  Blumenthal  has  vigorously  opposed  the 
Paugussett  petition.  Last  week,  Blumenthal  called  on  BIA  officials  to 
defend  their  preliminary  decisions  to  recognize  the  Easterns  and  the 
Paucatucks . 
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Potawatomi  tribe  allegedly  defrauded 
By  lames  P.  Miller 
Tribune  Staff  Writer 
Dune  02,  2000 

In  a lawsuit  that  puts  a 21st  Century  twist  on  a 19th  Century  fraud 
claim  that  is  still  being  disputed,  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Commission 
accused  a Midwestern  company  of  illegally  selling  investors  more  than  $3 
million  in  unregistered  securities. 

Money  from  the  sale  of  the  securities  was  supposed  to  help  fund  a 
Native  American  tribe's  effort  to  reclaim  ancestral  land  in  DeKalb  County  -- 
where  the  tribe  wants  to  build  a casino. 

The  Prairie  Band  of  the  Potawatomi  Indian  tribe  has  long  claimed  that 
in  the  1840s,  con  artists  got  the  federal  government  to  illegally  seize  and 
sell  tribal  property  60  miles  west  of  Chicago.  But  now  the  SEC  says 
investors  in  five  states  have  been  ripped  off  by  the  Minnesota  company  the 
tribe  retained  to  help  get  its  land  back. 

The  Potawatomi  group  has  been  pressing  the  Department  of  Interior 
regarding  the  site  for  several  years.  The  tribe,  which  operates  a casino  on 
its  home  reservation  near  Mayetta,  Kan.,  needed  money  to  fund  the  effort  to 
prove  it  was  cheated  150  years  ago.  So  tribal  officials  turned  to  privately 
owned  Skyline  Group  Inc.,  a North  Oaks,  Minn.,  firm. 

Skyline,  formed  specifically  to  help  Native  American  tribes  in  their 
efforts  to  reclaim  land  from  the  federal  government,  agreed  to  provide  the 
Potawatomi  with  funding,  and  then  sold  investors  what  are  known  as 
"promissory  notes"  in  amounts  ranging  from  $5,000  to  $100,000.  The  notes 
Skyline  issued  were  structured  to  pay  investors  with  future  profits  from 
the  casino  development  project. 

But  according  to  a lawsuit  the  SEC  filed  Thursday  in  Minneapolis  U.S. 
District  Court,  the  $3.2  million  of  notes  the  company  sold  from  1995  to 
1999  weren't  properly  registered  with  regulators. 

The  Skyline  case  is  only  one  of  13  lawsuits  the  SEC  has  recently  filed 
against  the  sellers  of  a total  of  more  than  $300  million  in  allegedly 
fraudulent  promissory  notes.  The  suits,  which  were  disclosed  Thursday,  are 
part  of  a crackdown  by  regulators  concerned  over  abuses  in  the  sale  of  such 
short-term  securities  to  unsophisticated  investors,  many  of  them  elderly. 

In  the  Skyline  case,  the  SEC  alleges  that  the  company  misled  investors 
about  how  the  money  it  collected  would  be  used. 

Offering  documents  promised  that  most  of  the  proceeds  would  go  to 
finance  the  tribe's  effort  to  reclaim  the  land  and  build  a casino.  But  in 
fact,  the  government  claims.  Skyline's  husband-and  wife  executive  team 
misappropriated  about  $1.36  million,  or  42  percent,  to  help  pay  for  the 
mortgage  on  their  million-dollar  home,  a 1998  Corvette  convertible,  and 
thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  items  the  two  charged  to  their  personal 
credit  cards. 

Robert  L.  Sheets,  Skyline's  founder  and  chief  executive,  and  his  wife. 
Chief  Financial  Officer  Mary  A.  West,  said  they  had  borrowed  the  proceeds 
they  spent,  the  SEC  says.  But  the  "purported  loans"  don't  come  due  at  any 
particular  time,  the  government's  suit  says,  and  to  date  the  two  executives 
have  made  "no  effort"  to  repay  the  loans. 

Sheets  and  West  couldn't  be  reached  for  comment,  and  their  Twin 
Cities-area  attorney  didn't  return  a phone  call. 

The  Potawatomi  group,  which  wasn't  involved  with  Skyline's  sale  of  the 
notes,  isn't  accused  of  wrongdoing,  the  SEC  stressed. 

"If  anything,  the  tribe  may  be  one  of  the  victims,"  said  Daniel  R. 

Gregus,  assistant  director  of  the  commission's  regional  office  in  Chicago.  A 
tribal  attorney  declined  to  comment. 
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United  Nations  testimony  says  discrimination  rampant 
By  Catherine  Feher 
The  Observer 

SECOND  MESA,  Ariz.-  Testimony  presented  in  Geneva  before  the  United 
Nations  World  Conference  Against  Racism,  Racial  Discrimination, 
Xenophobia  and  Related  Intolerance  alleges  that  racism  and  the  denial 
of  religious  rights  to  American  Indians  remains  rampant  in  the  United 
States.  In  testimony  before  the  world  conference,  Indian  rights 
advocate  Lenny  Foster  said  that  not  only  does  racism  exist,  it  is 
actually  endorsed  by  state  and  federal  governments,  especially  in  the 
American  prison  systems.  Foster  is  Dineh,  and  founded  the  Navajo 
Prison  Project  in  an  attempt  to  ensure  religious  rights  of  Indian 
prisoner  in  the  United  States. 

"A  paramount  Native  American  human  rights  problem  in  the  United 
States... is  religious  intolerance,  the  denial  of  the  right  to 
practice  Native  American  tribal  religion,"  Foster  testified  in  Geneva 
on  May  4.  Fie  was  part  of  a delegation  from  the  International  Indian 
Treaty  Council  consisting  of  Alberto  Saldamando,  general  counsel  for 
the  IITC,  former  director  of  California  Rural  legal  Assistance  and  a 
member  of  the  Mission  Band  of  California  Indians;  Esteban  Castro,  of 
the  Kuma  people  of  Panama;  Mario  Ibarra,  a Mapuche  from  Chile,  and 
Don  Barnes,  a Upit  from  Alaska. 

In  an  interview  with  Foster  upon  his  return  from  the  session,  he 
explained  that  the  denial  of  religious  rights  is  an  affront  to  the 
United  States  Constitution,  and  that  such  denial  is  clear  racism. 
"There  is  a direct  connection  between  racism,  intolerance  and  the 
imprisonment  of  Native  Americans,"  Foster  explained.  "Imprisonment  is 
a familiar  way  of  life  for  many  Native  Americans.  Most  have  known 
life  as  an  incarcerated  prisoner  or  have  a family  member  who  is  or 
has  been  imprisoned . Indian  people  today  are  not  born  free 
like  our  ancestors  in  past  times,  yet  we  retain  our  ancient  love  of 
freedom.  Now,  we  Native  Americans  must  defend  and  protect  our  freedom 
in  a human  rights  struggle  to  maintain  traditional  relations  with  the 
natural  world.  Native  American  incarceration  rates  are  astounding, 
and  these  imprisoned  people  represent  important  human  and  cultural 
resources,  irreplaceable  to  their  nations,  their  communities  and 
families . " 

Foster  explained  that  a "disproportionately  high  number  of  Native 
Americans  are  incarcerated  due  to  racism,  and  its  attendants  poverty, 
alcoholism  and  drug  abuse."  Fie  said  that  in  states  like  Montana  and 
South  Dakota,  as  much  as  35%-40%  of  the  prison  population  is  Indian. 

In  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  it  is  l%-3%  of  the  total  prison 
population.  "That's  still  high  compared  to  the  number  of  Indian 
people  in  the  state,"  Foster  said.  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  combined 
have  about  half  about  half  a million  indigenous  people. 

Once  in  the  prison  system,  Foster  explained  that  too  many  people  are 
denied  access  to  religious  help. 

"For  many  incarcerated  Native  Americans,  rehabilitation  must  include 
the  practice  of  traditional  religion,  including  the  prayers  and 
purification  of  the  sweat  lodge,"  Foster  explained.  "The  tradition  of 
wearing  long  hair  is  also  important.  Traditional  purification  and 


cleansing  ceremonies  have  proven  to  be  successful  in  changing 
attitudes  and  behaviors  in  Indian  prisoners.  Yet  many  state  and 
federal  prisons,  while  allowing  and  encouraging  Christian  ceremonies, 
systematically  deny  indigenous  ceremonies  to  imprisoned  Native 
Americans . " 

Foster  further  pointed  out  that  there  are  many  indigenous  prisoners 
facing  execution.  "As  a result  of  continued  United  States 
implementation  of  the  death  penalty,  many  Indian  people  face 
execution,"  Foster  said.  "These  inmates  need  access  to  spiritual 
leaders,  sweat  lodges,  pipe  ceremonies  and  spiritual  counseling  in 
order  to  make  amends  to  the  Creator  for  wrongs  committed.  Yet,  many 
prisons  deny  these  last  rites  to  condemned  Native  Americans, while 
allowing  Christians  and  other  state-sanctioned,  "recognized" 
religions  their  last  rites." 

One  recent  example  of  such  a scenario  was  the  case  of  Darrell  Young 
Elk  Rich.  Rich  was  condemned  to  die  at  San  Quentin  on  March  15  of 
this  year.  When  the  prison  warden  denied  his  request  for  a sweat 
lodge,  her  decision  was  upheld  by  the  United  States  District  and 
Federal  Appellate  Courts.  The  Supreme  Court  essentially  condoned  the 
decision  by  refusing  review  of  the  case.  Foster  maintains  that  such  a 
double  standard  is  racist. 

"While  we  know  that  in  the  United  States,  we  do  not  face  as  severe 
scenarios  as  many  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  places  like 
Guatamalea,  China  and  Indonesia,  we  have  much  that  needs  to  be 
addressed.  We  don't  as  a matter  of  routine  have  disappearings  and 
torture  as  part  of  the  police  state.  We  have  a Constitution  that  is 
supposed  to  protect  individuals  from  the  excesses  of  the  state. 

Included  in  our  Constitutional  protection  is  freedom  of  religion.  We 
need  to  address  these  issues  and  make  our  country  the  best  that  it 
can  be." 

Foster  will  meet  with  representatives  of  the  Civil  Rights  Division  at 
the  Dustice  Department  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  Dune  23,  to  further 
address  religious  freedom  and  Indian  prisoners. 
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Tribal  leaders  prepare  TV  blitz  against  Gorton 

By  DOEL  CONNELLY 

c.  SEATTLE  POST-INTELLIGENCER 

May  26,  2000 

Native  American  leaders  in  Washington  state,  aided  by  money  from  Indian 
gaming  interests  across  the  country,  are  set  to  launch  a TV  blitz  aimed  at 
defeating  Republican  Sen.  Slade  Gorton  in  November. 

The  campaign  is  aimed  not  only  at  removing  Gorton,  but  in  showing  that 
Indian  leadership  "can  make  a difference"  and  that  opposition  to  Indians' 
interests  will  have  "serious  negative  consequences"  for  a Senate  or  House 
member. 

Gorton  has  opposed  Native  American  groups  on  issues  ranging  from  fishing 
rights  to  law  enforcement.  He  most  recently  clashed  with  tribes  on 
allocation  of  federal  aid  and  tribal  sovereignty  over  non-Indians  on 
reservations . 

The  tribes  apparently  will  concentrate  on  environmental  and  health  care 


issues  that  are  not  specifically  identified  as  Indian  causes,  because 
those  issues  got  a better  response  in  a recent  poll. 

"We  are  getting  ready  to  launch  our  campaign,"  said  Ron  Allen,  chairman 
of  the  Jamestown  S'Klallam  Tribe  on  the  Olympic  Peninsula  and  a leader  of 
the  recently  formed  First  American  Education  Project. 

Allen,  a Republican,  also  is  first  vice  president  of  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians.  He  was  on  the  state  steering  committee  for 
GOP  Sen.  John  McCain's  presidential  campaign. 

Allen  said  the  First  American  Education  Project  has  raised  between  $125, 
000  and  $150,000,  but  should  be  able  to  reach  its  goal  of  $1  million  to 
spend  against  Gorton. 

The  Indians'  initial  anti-Gorton  TV  ads  are  expected  to  air  in  Spokane 
next  month,  said  Russ  Lehman,  managing  director  of  the  education  project. 

Gorton  responded  in  a telephone  interview  that  he  is  "not  surprised"  at 
the  Indians'  effort  and  noted  that  tribes  have  "been  talking  about  doing 
this  for  an  extended  time." 

"They  have  a total  right  to  do  what  they  want  in  the  political  world," 
Gorton  said. 

"I  have  a very  good  record  on  supporting  the  appropriate  ambitions  of 
Indian  peoples,  but  I will  continue  to  fiercely  protect  the  rights  of 
their  non-Indian  neighbors. 

"If  they  don't  like  that,  they  have  every  right  to  try  to  beat  me.  They 
are  not  going  to  succeed." 

Gorton,  72,  has  clashed  with  tribes  since  he  was  state  attorney  general. 
He  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  seeking  to  overturn  the  1974  Boldt  decision, 
a federal  court  ruling  that  treaty  Indians  are  entitled  to  half  the  salmon 
and  steelhead  returning  to  rivers  in  the  Puget  Sound  basin. 

Gorton  has  defended  non-Indians  who  own  land  on  the  Lummi  Reservation 
near  Bellingham  in  a water  rights  dispute  with  the  tribal  government. 

In  a controversial  1998  proposal,  Gorton  sought  to  strip  tribal 
governments  of  sovereign  immunity,  opening  tribes  to  liability  for  breach 
of  contracts  or  other  forms  of  unlawful  conduct. 

Lehman  described  Gorton  as  "the  most  vociferous  opponent  of  tribal 
sovereignty  that  Congress  has  seen  in  40  years." 

In  a recent  session  with  Northwest  reporters  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Gorton 
described  his  position  by  saying:  "Indians  have  a perfect  right  to  govern 
their  own  internal  affairs,  but  in  my  view  they  don't  have  a right  to 
govern  the  affairs  of  other  people." 

Gorton  has,  however,  helped  tribes  get  money  for  some  projects.  In  a 
letter  last  week,  the  Quileute  Tribal  Council  on  the  Olympic  Peninsula 
sent  the  senator  a letter  of  thanks. 

"Without  your  support,  the  Quileute  Reservation's  only  access  road  and 
water  supply  would  be  in  imminent  danger  of  loss  from  flooding  of  the 
Bogachiel  River,"  the  tribe  told  Gorton. 

But  hostility  toward  tribal  sovereignty  has  made  Gorton  an  anathema  to 
many  Indian  leaders. 

"I  am  still  very  much  of  the  Republican  persuasion,  but  this  man  is 
doing  a terrible  job,  and  not  only  on  Indian  issues,"  Allen  said. 

In  late  April,  a statewide  poll  of  likely  general  election  voters  was 
conducted  for  the  First  American  Education  Project. 

Conducted  by  the  Seattle-based  firm  of  Evans-McDonough,  it  interviewed 
500  voters  and  found  41  percent  of  them  likely  to  vote  for  Gorton's  re- 
election  . 

The  poll  had  a margin  of  error  of  4.4  percent. 

The  poll  tested  a variety  of  issues  for  use  against  Gorton,  notably  his 
sponsorship  of  a Senate  amendment  aimed  at  clearing  the  way  for 
construction  of  a controversial  gold  mine  in  Okanogan  County. 

"The  most  persuasive  arguments  against  Gorton  are  his  tireless  efforts 
in  support  of  the  Texas-based  Battle  Mountain  mining  company  and  his  vote 
against  a strong  patients'  bill  of  rights,"  the  poll  concluded. 

"The  two  messages  that  were  specifically  about  Gorton's  anti-Indian 
record  ranked  near  the  bottom  in  terms  of  persuasiveness.  . . . The  main 
campaign  message  will  have  to  be  more  broad  based  to  be  effective,"  it 
added . 

The  tribes  are  taking  the  poll's  advice.  Initial  TV  ads  in  Spokane  are 


likely  to  concentrate  on  Gorton's  role  in  the  gold  mine,  Lehman  said. 

The  Colville  Indian  Nation  has  been  a leading  opponent  of  the  mine. 

The  First  American  Education  Project  was  formed  by  Washington  tribal 
leaders  last  year.  They  have  lately  used  the  poll  to  appeal  for  money  at 
conferences  of  Indians'  national  gaming  association  and  the  California 
Indian  Nations  Gaming  Association. 

"We  have  been  trying  to  leverage  the  support  that  we  need  for  the 
campaign,"  Allen  said. 

"California  is  very  important  to  us,"  Lehman  added. 

"The  U.S.  Senate  is  a national  body,  and  actions  by  its  members  affect 
the  state  of  California  as  much  as  ourselves  here." 

California  tribes  spent  more  than  $100  million  on  two  recent  initiative 
campaigns.  In  March,  voters  approved  an  amendment  to  the  state 
constitution  that  gives  Native  Americans  exclusive  rights  to  operate 
gambling  casinos  in  California. 

However,  some  Indian  tribes  have  reportedly  voiced  reservations,  fearing 
high-profile  involvement  in  the  anti-Gorton  effort  could  fuel  a backlash. 

The  First  American  Education  Project  will  not  get  involved  in  the 
Democratic  Senate  primary  between  former  Rep.  Maria  Cantwell  and  State 
Insurance  Commissioner  Deborah  Senn. 

"Both  of  the  current  opposition  candidates  are  significantly  better  on 
issues  than  Gorton,"  Lehman  said. 

Key  conflicts 

Key  conflicts  between  Sen.  Slade  Gorton  and  Indian  tribal  leaders: 

Fishing  rights:  As  state  attorney  general,  Gorton  mounted  a Supreme  Court 
challenge  to  a 1974  federal  court  ruling  that  treaty  Indians  are  entitled 
to  half  the  salmon  and  steelhead  returning  to  rivers  in  the  Puget  Sound 
basin.  The  Supreme  Court  upheld  the  ruling  in  1979. 

Steelhead:  As  a senator  in  1981,  Gorton  introduced  legislation  to 
prohibit  commercial  fishing  for  steelhead  by  Indians  in  Washington. 

History:  Gorton  was  strongly  critical  of  a 1991  Smithsonian  Institution 
exhibit  in  Washington,  D.C.,  that  dealt  extensively  with  cruel  treatment 
of  Indians  in  America's  westward  expansion.  Gorton  said  it  "depicts  a 
terribly  distorted,  negative  and  untrue  statement  about  the  settlement  of 
the  West." 

Gaming:  The  Spokane  Indian  Tribes  defied  state  officials  in  1994  and 
imported  slot  machines  to  the  Two  Rivers  Casino.  Gorton  asked  Attorney 
General  lanet  Reno  to  shut  down  the  slots. 

Trust  Land:  The  Shoalwater  Bay  Tribe  acquired  land  near  Vancouver,  Wash., 
for  a development  of  town  houses  and  light  manufacturing.  It  asked  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  put  the  land  in  federal  trust,  exempting  it 
from  local  zoning  and  taxation. 

Gorton  amended  a spending  bill  to  prevent  the  BIA  from  doing  that  until 
Clark  County  approved  the  project. 

Sovereign  Immunity:  In  1998,  Gorton  introduced  a proposal  to  strip  tribes 
of  sovereign  immunity,  making  tribal  governments  subject  to  lawsuits  and 
curbing  tribes'  authority  over  non-Indians  living  and  working  on 
reservations . 

Gorton  also  proposed  to  change  the  formula  by  which  federal  aid  to  Native 
American  tribes  is  allocated.  Linder  Gorton's  proposal,  Indian  tribes 
enriched  by  gambling  casino  profits  would  have  received  fewer  federal 
dollars . 
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Attack  On  Sovereignty  Has  Same  Old  Sound 

There  are  way  too  many  pundits  and  would-be  experts  who  get  their 


cerebellums  in  a bunch  at  the  mere  thought  of  Native  peoples 
recovering  political  strength  and  cultural  and  economic  prosperity. 

It  happens  in  the  United  States.  It  happens  in  Canada.  Of  course, 
in  countries  like  Guatemala  and  Peru,  some  commentators  persist  in 
the  notion  that  Indians  are  racially  "inferior"  to  Europeans  and 
will  write  it  just  like  that. 

Older  folks  up  here  might  recognize  the  list  of  denigrations : 

Native  languages  are  described  as  "dialects;"  human  sacrifice, 
cannibalism  and  warfare  are  put  forward  as  principal 
characteristics  of  Native  culture;  Native  woman  is  portrayed  as  a 
drudge,  waiting  to  be  liberated  from  the  male  Indian  brute  by  a new 
settler  husband. 

All  these  are  myths  handled  as  fact  quite  openly  in  a number  of 
countries  in  Latin  America.  Beyond  the  two  mentioned,  studies  of 
anti-Indian  arguments  from  El  Salvador,  parts  of  Mexico,  Honduras, 
Bolivia,  Ecuador,  Chile  and  the  Greater  Antilles  would  reveal  the 
constant  recycling  of  conquistador  mythologies,  repackaged  and 
redirected  every  generation. 

In  North  America,  anti-Indian  pundits  do  not  often  reveal  their 
more  racist  arguments,  although  some  do  slip  into  the  muck.  (Rush 
Limbaugh  stepped  in  it  a few  years  ago  when  he  called  Indians 
"savages";  Andy  Rooney  eats  black  feathers  almost  every  time  he 
speaks  of  Indians.) 

But  generally,  public  sophistication  in  North  America  requires  more 
reasoned  political  arguments.  This  is  why  a recent  editorial  (April 
29)  from  Canada's  National  Post,  one  of  that  country's  leading 
newspapers,  duly  backed  up  by  an  opinion  piece,  got  our  attention. 

In  Canada,  where  coverage  of  First  Nations  is  a consistent  theme, 
the  National  Post  is  one  of  the  two  major  national  dailies.  It's 
fundamental  position  on  Native  affairs  and  Native  peoples  is 
undoubtedly  the  result  of  reasoned  argumentation.  The  Post's  point 
of  view,  repeated  often,  can  sway  public  opinion  and,  over  time, 
will  legitimize  any  position  taken,  regardless  of  its 
wrong-headedness . 

The  National  Post  believes  that  something  is  terribly  wrong  in 
Canada's  Indian  policy.  What  went  wrong,  the  Post  opines,  was  the 
abandonment  of  "assimilation"  as  federal  Indian  policy.  The  policy 
of  "assimilation,"  discarded  in  the  past  two  decades  for  its 
terrible  failures  over  most  of  the  20th  century,  is  again  vaunted 
as  a solution  to  the  "Indian  problem." 

The  argument  is  that  the  reserves  - the  Indian  land  base  - are  to 
blame  for  generating  disease  and  social  pathology  among  Natives. 

They  point  to  studies  on  the  economic  improvement  of  Indian 
families  that  move  off  reserve.  "Indians  should  leave  their 
reserves  and  find  jobs  in  the  larger  economy,"  the  editorial  says. 
Ostensibly,  this  is  for  Indians'  own  good. 

But  the  real  reason  is  that  the  push  for  self-government, 
self-determination  and  sovereignty  - preferred  objectives  of  Indian 
tribes  and  bands  - is  slowly  but  surely  succeeding.  First  Nations 
are  reaching  out  politically  and  economically  to  each  other;  they 
have  increasingly  sophisticated  leadership,  and;  they  are  winning 
some  extremely  interesting  land  claims  cases. 

Recent  successes  by  Canadian  Indians,  including  the  new  lands  of 
Nunavut  and  other  land  claim  settlements  are  behind  the  alarm.  The 
Indian  land  base  is  always  the  real  object  of  desire  and  contention 
- its  natural  resources,  its  jurisdictional  meaning  to  Indian 
peoples . 

Traumatized  at  recent  forecasts  that  reserve  land  base  will 
increase  by  50  percent  as  a result  of  upcoming  land  claims 
settlements,  the  anti-Indian  reaction  is  setting  in.  The 
terminologies  of  racial  cleansing  - always  just  under  the  surface  - 
emerge. 

"Which  will  it  be  for  Canada?,"  intoned  the  National  Post.  "An 
Aboriginal  population  that  becomes  richer,  healthier  and  whiter  - 
or  one  that  remains  poor,  sick  and  red?" 


Pause  on  this  one:  A leading  Canadian  newspaper  declares  that 
Indians  should  " ...  become  richer,  healthier  and  whiter?" 

"Whiter?"  Must  Indians  leave  off  being  "red"  and  become  "whiter?" 

Economics,  health  - these  might  be  issues  open  to  debate,  but 
racial  cleansing,  as  a public  policy,  in  Canada,  in  the  year  2000? 

The  idea  of  the  mono-cultural  amalgamated  nation,  within  which 
Indians  should  be  simply  individual  citizens,  is  presented  as 
utopic  dream  and  as  the  only  practical  reality.  Yet  the  racist  tone 
of  the  position  emerges.  That  Indian  peoples  see  themselves  as 
kinship  nations  which  have  specific  cultural  cohesion  and 
consistent  histories  of  dispossession  and  which  have  reserved 
and/or  earned  the  right  to  repossess,  to  reenfranchise  - this  is 
decried  as  anti-historical,  a type  of  pandering  to  ethnic  groups 
that  will  damage  the  structure  of  society,  even  as  "anti-Indian" 
given  the  social  problems  of  reservations. 

No  one  knows  better  than  Indian  leadership  the  inherent  problems  of 
reservations  after  generations  of  intrusion  upon  the  social  health 
of  the  Native  population.  But  it  behooves  all  of  society  to  hear 
the  resoluteness  of  the  Native  leadership  in  its  call  for  land-base 
and  self-government  as  the  necessary  precursor  to  social 
improvement . 

It  is  plain  and  simple:  assimilation  equals  ethnocide. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 
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Indian  Cases:  Some  proceedings  are  likely  to  result  in  substantial  settlements 
By  David  W.  Chen 
Net  York  Times 

ONONDAGA  NATION  - The  Oneidas  want  250,000  rural  acres  in  New  York  state 
between  Syracuse  and  Utica.  The  Cayugas  are  staking  claim  to  a 64,000-acre 
wishbone  at  the  northern  tip  of  Cayuga  Lake.  The  Senecas  are  eyeing  the 
Buffalo  bedroom  community  of  Grand  Island.  And  the  Mohawks,  though 
distracted  by  a possible  Catskills  casino,  are  asking  for  various  islands 
and  parcels  straddling  the  Canadian  border. 

For  years,  these  Indian  nations,  all  members  of  the  Iroquois 
confederation,  have  demanded  the  return  of  vast  swaths  of  New  York  state 
land  based  on  treaties  dating  to  George  Washington's  administration.  But 
within  the  next  few  months,  the  stakes  will  increase  as  two  cases  head 
toward  a trial  and  the  Onondagas  file  the  last,  and  most  valuable,  Iroquois 
land  claim:  a heavily  populated  tract  of  64,000  acres  that  includes 
Syracuse . 

Leading  to  results 

No  one  is  saying  that  Syracuse  suddenly  will  change  hands  or  that  anyone 
will  be  forcibly  uprooted.  But  with  the  Iroquois  backed  by  the  federal 
government,  the  claims  will  probably  lead  to  settlements  or  litigation 
costing  taxpayers  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  and  could  intensify  the 
anger  over  one  of  the  biggest  and  touchiest  topics  in  upstate  New  York. 

And  unlike  other  states,  particularly  in  the  West,  which  typically  have 
Indian  land  claims  in  thinly  populated  areas  resulting  from  the  federal 
seizure  of  land.  New  York  occupies  a dubious  position:  It  has  more  claims 
than  any  other  state  but  has  been  the  slowest  to  resolve  those  claims, 
which  total  roughly  620  square  miles,  about  double  the  size  of  New  York 
City. 

"There's  a problem  here  that's  over  25  years  old,"  said  Steven  M. 

Tullberg,  director  of  the  Washington  office  of  the  Indian  Law  Resource 
Center,  which  has  advised  numerous  Indian  groups,  "that's  been  passed  from 
administration  to  administration,  that's  involved  lots  of  people,  lots  of 
money,  lots  of  lawyers,  and  after  all  that  period  of  time,  nothing  is 


resolved . " 

To  some  residents,  the  real  issues  are:  Why  us?  Why  now?  The  subject  has 
triggered  such  an  antagonistic  reaction,  it  could  be  a major  issue  in  the 
fall  elections  and  a potential  problem  for  the  Democratic  Senate  candidate, 
Hillary  Rodham  Clinton,  whose  husband's  administration  has  been  accused  by 
New  York  Gov.  George  Pataki  of  giving  unconditional  support  to  unfair 
Indian  land  claims  and  a lawsuit  naming  20,000  landowners  as  defendants. 

"They're  buying  plazas,  stores,  entire  tracts,  farmland,  and  the 
reservations  are  like  checkerboards, " said  Leon  R.  Kosiol,  a Utica  lawyer 
who  has  represented  several  landowner  groups.  "Then  eventually,  what  do 
you  have?  A virtual  country  within  a country,  and  it's  scary." 

The  Iroquois  say  the  issue  has  never  been  about  greed  or  power.  In  fact, 
they  have  pledged  not  to  evict  any  landowners.  What  they  say  is  at  stake 
is  redressing  ancient  wrongs  and  securing  a better  future  for  their 
descendants . 

During  the  late  1700s  and  early  1800s,  New  York  state  bought  or  seized 
most  Iroquois  properties  without  congressional  ratification,  violating  the 
Federal  Trade  and  Intercourse  Act  of  1790.  Yet  for  years,  the  Iroquois 
failed  to  reverse  these  deals,  stymied  by  discrimination  and  legal 
obstacles,  said  Robert  W.  Venables,  a senior  lecturer  in  the  American 
Indian  program  at  Cornell. 

In  1970,  the  Oneidas  became  the  first  Iroquois  nation  to  file  a land  claim 
in  federal  court.  And  in  1985,  the  Supreme  Court  sided  with  the  Oneidas, 
in  a 5-4  decision  concerning  a "test  case"  that  named  Oneida  and  Madison 
counties  as  defendants  and  claimed  only  900  acres. 

Turning  Point 

At  that  point,  the  state  and  the  Oneidas  began  settlement  talks,  which 
yielded  mostly  accusations  of  foot-dragging.  Then,  in  December  1998,  the 
Oneidas  and  the  Dustice  Department,  hoping  to  pressure  the  state  and  two 
counties,  moved  to  name  20,000  landowners  as  defendants. 

People  noticed. 

"There  has  been  much  more  activity  in  the  last  few  months  than  in  all  the 
years  previous."  said  Richard  Rif kin,  deputy  attorney  general  for  New  York 
state,  referring  to  all  the  claims. 

In  recent  months,  an  Oneida  settlement  seemed  close  thanks  to  the 
diligence  of  a court-appointed  mediator,  Ronald  3.  Riccio:  a proposal  of 
$500  million  for  the  three  branches  of  the  Oneidas  (the  others  are  in 
Wisconsin  and  Ontario),  plus  a cap  on  how  much  land  the  New  York  Oneidas 
could  eventually  acquire  to  buttress  their  current  territory  of  12,000  acres. 

But  several  weeks  ago,  the  talks  collapsed,  as  the  Oneidas  rebuffed  the 
state's  demand  for  25  percent  of  the  revenue  from  the  Oneidas'  hugely 
profitable  Turning  Stone  casino  east  of  Syracuse.  So  a trial  may  begin 
this  summer  before  Dudge  Neal  McCurn  of  U.S.  District  Court  in  Syracuse. 

To  date,  the  only  land  claim  to  go  to  trial  in  New  York  has  been  the 
Cayuga  case. 

In  1980,  the  Cayugas,  who  have  no  land  in  New  York,  filed  a claim  for 
64,000  acres  in  Seneca  and  Cayuga  Counties.  In  February,  a jury  awarded 
them  $37  million  in  a decision  that  stunned  the  Cayugas,  who  had  appraised 
the  land  at  $660  million.  But  a second  phase  of  the  trial  is  set  to  begin 
in  Duly,  and  the  Cayuga  may  challenge  the  award. 

In  northeastern  New  York,  the  struggling  Mohawks  claimed  15,000  acres  in 
1985. 

For  years,  the  claim  stalled  in  part  because  of  New  York's  desire  to 
collect  taxes  from  non-Indians  who  buy  goods  on  all  reservations.  In 
recent  months,  though,  the  claim  has  become  linked  to  the  tribe's 
controversial  attempts  to  build  a casino  complex  at  the  Monticello  Raceway 
in  the  Catskills.  That  project  is  now  in  doubt,  with  the  Mohawks  mired  in 
internal  politics  and  juggling  separate  deals  with  competing  developers. 

Prize:  suburb 

No  less  confusing  are  the  Senecas,  who  live  on  three  reservations  and  have 
two  separate  governments  in  western  New  York.  They  are  claiming  land  in 
different  areas,  too,  with  the  big  prize  being  Grand  Island,  a middle-class 


Buffalo  suburb,  population  18,500,  in  the  Niagara  River. 

The  Senecas  filed  their  claim  for  roughly  18,000  acres  in  1993.  Not  much 
happened,  though,  until  a month  or  so  ago,  Rifkin  said,  when  the  state 
filed  a motion  to  dismiss  the  case,  based  on  old  maps  disputing  the 
Senecas'  historical  claim. 

And  now,  it  is  the  Onondagas'  turn. 

The  Onondagas  plan  to  file  a claim  of  about  64,000  acres. 
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The  Dune  5-7  Sovereignty  Symposium  will  cover  topics  important  to  tribe 
members.  Sovereignty  Symposium  2000,  which  will  feature  subjects  ranging 
from  law  to  American  Indian  languages,  will  be  held  Dune  5-7  at  the 
Doubletree  Flotel  at  Warren  Place.  The  annual  conference  on  Indian  issues 
is  presented  by  the  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court,  Oklahoma  Indian  Affairs 
Commission,  the  Indian  Law  Section  of  the  Oklahoma  Bar  Association  and  The 
Sovereignty  Symposium  Inc. 

Members  of  the  Supreme  Court  take  no  view  on  any  of  the  issues  pursued 
at  the  conference. 

The  symposium  was  established  to  provide  a forum  in  which  common  legal 
issues  can  be  discussed  in  a non-  adversarial  environment,  the  court  said. 

"A  New  Tourney"  is  the  conference  theme. 

U.S.  Rep.  Steve  Largent,  R-Okla.,  will  serve  as  the  keynote  speaker  at 
the  opening  ceremony  at  1 p.m.  Dune  5. 

Members  of  the  state  Supreme  Court  will  participate  in  the  opening 
ceremony,  which  will  be  opened  with  a presentation  of  flags  by  tribal 
leaders . 

Also  participating  will  be  honor  guards  from  the  Vietnam  Era  Inter- [ 4] 
tribal  Association,  the  Kiowa  Black  Leggings  Society  and  the  Greyhorse 
Singers . 

Moderators  during  the  three-day  event  will  include  state  Education 
Superintendent  Sandy  Garrett  and  members  of  the  state  Supreme  Court. 

Panels  on  Dune  5 will  discuss  preservation  of  Indian  languages,  state- 
tribal-federal  jurisdiction,  Indian  Country  business  transactions, 
financial  concerns,  struggles  of  unrecognized  tribes,  employment  law  and 
arts  in  Indian  Country. 

On  Dune  6,  there  will  be  panel  discussions  on  tribal  self-governance, 
Indian  law,  violence  and  crime  in  Indian  Country,  human  rights,  tribal  and 
federal  judges  and  legislative  action. 

Tune  7 panel  discussions  will  be  held  on  environmental  and  natural 
resource  damages  in  Indian  Country,  uniform  laws,  intellectual  property, 
gaming  and  ethics. 

The  three-day  symposium  will  close  with  a 12:30  p.m.  Dune  7 luncheon  at 
which  N.  Scott  Momaday  of  Demez  Springs,  N.M.,  a Pulitzer  Prize-winning 
author,  will  be  the  speaker. 
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Bemidji  Pioneer,  Wednesday  may  31,  2000 
AIM  plans  to  participate  in  Win-E-Mac  rally 
by  Mike  Benedict,  staff  writer 

Two  founders  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  plan  to  join  others  in 
protesting  the  alleged  action  of  some  Win-E-Mac  educators 

Dennis  Banks  and  Clyde  Bellecourt  --  two  of  several  AIM  founders  --  will 
participate  in  an  11  a.m.  protest  rally  tomorrow  (Dune  1)  in  Erskine, 

Minn.,  where  the  district's  high  school  is  located. 

"We're  going  to  have  a march  on  the  school,"  said  Bellecourt,  currently 
AIM's  national  director.  "AIM  is  going  to  participate  in  that." 

Neither  man  said  they  know  how  many  people  will  attend  the  protest  rally, 
but  they  said  people  from  the  area.  South  Dakota  and  Wisconsin  plan  to 
attend . 

Among  the  goals,  both  men  want  teachers  who  took  part  in  an  allegedly 
degrading  and  racist  skit  at  the  school  on  March  17  to  resign  their 
positions . 

Banks  also  wants  Win-E-Mac  Superintendent  Gail  Sells  and  top 
administrators  to  resign  their  posts.  He  said  he  doesn't  believe  the 
Win-E-Mac  teachers  just  made  an  insensitive  mistake.  He  said  their  actions 
weren't  just  insensitive,  but  intended  to  instill  racism  against  Indian 
people. 

Sells  declined  to  comment  about  the  protest,  or  the  charges  Tuesday. 

The  skit  was  held  during  a pep  fest,  which  featured  stereotypical  Indians 
dancing  to  a tom-tom  beat  prior  to  a section  final  game  against  the  Red 
Lake  Warriors  boys'  basket  ball  team. 

"Whenever,  you  have  a skit,  that  means  there  is  preplanning  to  it,"  said 
Banks,  AIM's  national  field  director.  "This  is  a very  sick  kind  of  racism. 
This  is  the  actual  teaching  of  racism." 

++++++++++++++ 

Here  is  what  is  shown  as  the  superintendent's  e-mail 

Superintendent:  Mrs.  Gail  A.  Sells  E-Mail:  gsells@win-e-mac.kl2.mn.us 
Office:  218.687.2236 
Fax:  218.563.2902 

The  school's  sports  team  nickname  is  "Patriots." 
http://www.asd . com/ cgi-bin/ asd/AboutSchoolPage?asd_number=161732 
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North  Central  Minnesota 
Native  American  Veterans 
Outreach  & Resource  Center 
6936  Little  Wolf  Road  NW 
Garni skwawakakog. 

Leech  Lake  Ojibwe  Reservation 
Cass  Lake,  MN  56633,  USA 
fax  218-335-6787 

< <<< 

"We  are  still  here  and  we  are  not  going  away.  It  is  time  that  the 
newcomers  to  this  land  paid  proper  respect  to  the  elder  status  of  the 
first  Americans . " 

Otis  Halfmoon,  Neemeepoo  (Nez  Perce) 
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Cherokee  Nation  charts  budget  for  2002 

c.  Tulsa  World 

6/1/00 

The  Cherokee  Nation  hopes  to  receive  more  federal  funding  for  roads. 


education  and  infrastructure  through  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  the 
2002  budget,  Chief  Chad  Smith  said  Wednesday. 

Smith  delivered  the  opening  remarks  for  a Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  budget 
conference  held  in  Tulsa. 

Kevin  Gover,  head  of  the  BIA,  wasn't  present  for  Smith's  speech  but  later 
met  informally  with  Smith  and  leaders  from  several  tribes  across  the 
country. 

Smith  said  the  No.  1 priority  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  is  health  care, 
funding  for  which  comes  through  the  U.S.  Indian  Health  Service. 

However,  he  said,  the  tribe  receives  around  $8  million  to  $9  million 
through  the  Interior  Department  for  various  programs. 
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Gitanyow  Appeal 

VANCOUVER  The  B-C  Court  of  Appeal  has  temporarily  adjourned  a court  battle 

over  native  treaty  talks. 

http: //www. canadianaboriginal. com/crime/ 

Gitanyow  Appeal 

VANCOUVER  The  B-C  Court  of  Appeal  has  temporarily  adjourned  a court 
battle  over  native  treaty  talks. 

The  case  pits  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  against  the 
Gitanyow  band  of  northwest  B-C. 

The  governments  are  appealing  a B-C  Supreme  Court  ruling  of  last 
year  that  said  they  had  a legal  duty  to  negotiate  in  good  faith 
with  the  band. 

The  Gitanyow  also  say  the  governments  breached  their  duty  to 
negotiate  in  good  faith  by  signing  the  Nisga'a  treaty,  which 
includes  land  the  Gitanyow  claim. 

The  Appeal  court  says  both  issues  are  so  closely  tied  together  they 
must  be  heard  together  and  has  adjourned  the  hearings  until  that 
can  be  arranged. 

The  Gitanyow  are  declaring  the  adjournment  a victory,  saying  the 
law  is  intact  and  the  governments  have  a legal  duty  to  negotiate  in 
good  faith. 

Meanwhile,  B-C  aboriginal  affairs  spokesman  Peter  Smith  says 
negotiations  with  the  Gitanyow  are  continuing. 

He  says  both  sides  have  agreed  to  an  accelerated  process  and  hope 
to  have  a preliminary  agreement  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 
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Residential  School  Lawsuits  Forcing  Manitoba  Catholic  Church  Into 
Bankruptcy 

WINNIPEG  (CP)  The  leader  of  a Manitoba  Catholic  community  says  his 
order  is  on  the  brink  of  bankruptcy  because  of  a crush  of 


residential  school  lawsuits. 

Father  Dean-Paul  Isabelle,  provincial  superior  of  the  Missionary 
Oblates  of  Mary  Immaculate  of  Manitoba,  said  he  blamed  unethical 
lawyers  and  the  province  for  not  accepting  greater  responsibility 
for  residential  schools. 

Isabelle  said  his  order  has  spent  close  to  $1  million  responding  to 
the  more  than  1,900  lawsuits  filed  against  it  on  the  behalf  of 
aboriginal  complainants  alleging  abuse  at  residential  schools. 

"A  lot  of  people  who  have  nothing  bad  to  say  about  their  time  in 
residential  schools  are  being  solicited  by  lawyers  who  say  there 
could  be  money  for  them,"  he  said. 

Residential  schools  existed  in  Canada  from  the  1880s  until  the 
early  1970s  for  the  purpose  of  assimilating  aboriginal  children. 

In  the  past  decade,  allegations  of  physical  and  sexual  abuse  and 
cultural  suppression  have  led  to  more  than  7,000  lawsuits  filed 
against  the  federal  government  and  Catholic,  Anglican,  United  and 
Presbyterian  churches  in  Canada. 

Isabelle  said  his  order  will  take  responsibility  for  proven  cases 
of  abuse,  but  holds  Ottawa  responsible  for  the  cultural  suppression 
associated  with  residential  schools.  The  majority  of  lawsuits  filed 
against  the  Attorney  General  of  Canada  also  name  churches. 

Isabelle  said  churches  shouldn't  be  liable  for  federally  dictated 
policies . 

Shawn  Tupper,  director  of  the  residential  school  unit  for  the 
Department  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  said  the  government 
cross-claims  because  the  churches  played  a role  in  victimizing  the 
aboriginal  people. 

"Churches  have  liability  for  what  happened  and  they  need  to  take 
responsibility,"  Tupper  said. 

He  added  they  aren't  doing  this  in  every  case,  only  when  a claim 
involves  a church-related  liability. 

Tupper  said  most  of  the  law  firms  he  deals  with  have  legitimate 
claims,  but  he  is  aware  that  some  lawyers  are  bordering  on 
unethical  behaviour. 

"We  have  concerns  that  there  are  people  beating  the  bushes  to  get 
clients,"  he  said. 

"The  bar  societies  are  watching  for  this." 

Evatt  Merchant,  a lawyer  from  the  Merchant  Law  Group  which 
represents  more  than  3,500  aboriginals  who  lived  in  residential 
schools,  said  his  firm  is  simply  acting  on  behalf  of  people  who 
have  been  wronged. 

"We're  trying  to  reach  people  living  in  rural  communities  who 
don't  necessarily  have  the  same  advantage  of  media  awareness  or 
knowledge  of  the  legal  system,"  he  said.  The  Catholic  church  in 
Canada  as  a whole  is  protected  from  bankruptcy  because  there  are  no 
national  headquarters . 

Rather  it  is  made  up  of  separate  legal  entities,  such  as  the 
Manitoba  Oblates,  only  some  of  which  have  lawsuits  brought  against 
them. 

However,  the  Anglican  church,  which  is  governed  in  Canada  by  a 
general  synod,  is  facing  bankruptcy. 

Officials  said  the  church  has  spent  more  than  $1.5  million  on  legal 
costs  and  fear  the  church  could  be  broke  by  2001. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 
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An  article  from  today's  _Gazette_. 

For  what  it  is  worth,  I had  Marcel  Oullet  as  a guest  speaker  in  my 


Indian  Law  class  last  semester.  He  gave  the  students  a very 
counter-view  to  the  Quebecois-First  Nation  debate. 

-pk 


U.S.  giant  offers  to  support  Crees 
Home  Depot  answers  clear-cutting  fears 

EILEEN  TRAVERS,  KEVIN  DOUGHERTY  of  the  gazette  quebec  bureau 
contributed  to  this  report 
The  Gazette 

The  head  of  the  world's  largest  lumber  retailer  pledged  his  support 
yesterday  to  Quebec  Crees  fighting  clear-cutting  on  their  land. 

"We  appreciate  your  concerns/'  Home  Depot  president  Arthur  Blank  told  a 
Cree  delegation  he  welcomed  to  the  company's  annual  meeting.  "We  will  look 
into  this  to  do  whatever  we  can  to  support  you." 

The  Crees  - three  trappers  and  a forestry  expert  - had  come  to  Atlanta 
to  get  support  for  their  efforts  to  protect  boreal  forests,  and  left  last 
night  happy  with  Blank's  pledge. 

The  company  plans  to  raise  the  Cree  cause  next  week  at  an 
international  conference  in  London  held  by  the  Forest  Stewardship 
Council,  a group  that  assesses  the  social,  environmental  and  economic 
impacts  of  lumbering. 

Blank  said  a Home  Depot  delegation  will  also  visit  the  Crees  in  northern 
Quebec  this  summer  to  examine  clear-cutting  operations.  The  company 
plans  to  ask  Quebec  vendors  to  fill  out  questionnaires  so  it  can  track 
the  source  of  its  wood  and  ensure  sustainable  logging  practices. 

The  Crees  say  forests  regenerate  very  slowly  in  the  north,  so 
clear-cutting  is  not  environmentally  friendly. 

Home  Depot  chalked  up  $38.4  billion  in  sales  last  year  and  spent  $700 
million  to  buy  from  Quebec  suppliers,  including  lumber  companies. 

Barrette-Chapais  Ltee,  a logging  firm  that  operates  near  several  Cree 
villages,  said  it  has  nothing  to  hide  from  Home  Depot. 

"We  are  working  in  a heavily  monitored  area,"  said  Michel  Deshaies, 
manager  of  forestry  operations  for  Barrette-Chapais . 

"This  territory  is  well  stocked  and  we  are  respecting  the  laws." 

An  aide  to  Jacques  Brassard,  Quebec's  natural-resources  minister,  said 
yesterday  he  has  asked  the  province's  delegate  in  New  York  to  contact 
Home  Depot. 

Aide  Louise  Accolas  said  Brassard  has  also  urged  the  lumber  industry  to 
find  representatives  in  the  U.S.  to  invite  Home  Depot  to  Quebec. 

"They  are  welcome  to  come  anytime,  anywhere,  and  visit  any  place  in 
Quebec,"  Accolas  said.  "We  want  to  send  the  message  that  Quebec  is 
open . " 

That  suits  the  Crees  just  fine. 

Relations  between  the  Crees  and  Quebec  have  become  strained  since 
1998,  when  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees  launched  a $500-million 
lawsuit  against  Barrette-Chapais,  26  other  logging  firms  and  the 
provincial  and  federal  governments. 

The  Crees  have  said  widespread  clear-cutting  operations  are  destroying 
their  land  and  the  animals  they  depend  on  to  survive. 

Forty  per  cent  of  Quebec's  12,000  Crees  say  they  rely  on  hunting, 
fishing  and  trapping  to  eat. 

In  Quebec's  National  Assembly  yesterday,  the  government  was 
defending  a bill  intended  to  increase  forest  productivity  rather  than  limit 
it . 

Under  Bill  136,  to  amend  Quebec's  Forest  Act,  lumber-producers  would 
face  performance  evaluations.  Brassard  said  his  department  could 
transfer  underexploited  woodlots  to  other  producers  if  it  judges  the 
initial  producer  is  not  maximizing  output. 

"This  is  going  to  increase  the  number  of  public  servants,"  said  Jacques 
Robitaille,  president  of  the  Association  des  Manufacturiers  de  Bois  de 
Sciage  du  Quebec. 

He  expressed  concern  that  a bill  aimed  at  boosting  productivity  would 
instead  enmesh  companies  in  red  tape. 

Quebec's  300  lumber-producers  employ  more  than  35,000  people  and 


account  for  annual  sales  of  $4.4  billion. 

Geoffrey  Kelley,  the  Liberal  critic  for  natural  resources,  called  on  the 
Parti  Quebecois  government  to  reopen  negotiations  with  the  Crees. 

"I  understand  the  Crees'  frustration  in  going  to  the  United  States,"  he 
said.  "I  think  that  any  long-term  solution  to  this  issue  needs  to  be 
Quebec-made . " 

Guy  Chevrette,  Quebec's  minister  for  native  affairs,  will  be  watching  the 
Home  Depot  situation  closely,  aide  Edith  Rochette  said  yesterday.  But 
she  said  no  meetings  are  scheduled. 

"It's  too  soon  to  comment  on  this.  But  we  see  this  as  going  beyond 
forestry. " 

In  Atlanta  yesterday,  about  1,000  Home  Depot  shareholders  were  told 
of  plans  by  the  home-improvement  giant  to  open  new  stores,  including 
four  in  Montreal  in  the  coming  year. 

During  a question  period  later,  John  Cooper  of  the  Cree  village 
Waswanipi  asked  what  the  company  would  do  about  clear-cutting 
operations  in  northern  Quebec. 

When  Blank  promised  his  support,  the  shareholders  applauded. 

"It's  what  we  came  down  for,"  said  Sam  Etapp,  the  Crees'  forestry 
co-ordinator.  "It  went  very  well.  We  believe  they'll  really  help  us." 

Before  the  shareholders'  meeting,  Etapp  and  three  Cree  trappers  met 
with  Home  Depot  executives  to  exchange  information.  Home  Depot  told 
them  about  company  policy  to  buy  only  wood  harvested  through 
sustainable  practices,  starting  in  2002.  The  Crees  displayed 
photographs  of  clear-cut  areas  near  their  homes. 

"It  was  devastating,"  said  Suzanne  Apple,  Home  Depot  vice-president 
(community  affairs  and  environmental  programs).  "We  are  totally 
committed  to  looking  into  this." 

By  summer's  end,  Apple  said,  a group  of  Home  Depot  officials,  possibly 
including  Blank,  will  visit  the  Crees  in  northern  Quebec. 

Jennifer  Krill,  of  the  environmental  group  Rainforest  Action  Network, 
supported  the  Crees  at  the  Home  Depot  meeting  yesterday. 

"If  Home  Depot  visits  the  Cree  lands  and  sees  the  clear-cutting,  it  will 
be  spectacular,"  she  said.  "The  more  we  can  get  gigantic  U.S. 
corporations  to  visit  gigantic  logging  companies,  the  better 
understanding  we  will  have  of  what  U.S.  consumption  is  doing  to 
Canadian  forests." 
pk,  Ph . D . , LL.M. 

Fellow,  Irondale  Institute 
Fellow,  Orbis  Unus  Orans  Federazione 
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Dispute  over  tribal  water  quality  may  go  to  federal  court 

c.  AP 

5/30/2000 

PORTLAND  - A dispute  between  Maine  officials  and  a federal  agency  over  the 
regulation  of  water  quality  in  Indian  territories  will  likely  be  resolved 
in  federal  court,  according  to  authorities  on  both  sides  of  the  issue. 

The  Department  of  the  Interior  recently  issued  an  opinion  that  said  Maine 
cannot  regulate  water  quality  in  the  territories  of  the  Penobscot  Nation 
and  the  Passamaquoddy  Tribe. 

State  and  local  officials  and  industry  representatives,  however,  argue 
that  tribal  lands  are  subject  to  state  laws. 

More  than  50  towns  and  companies,  such  as  paper  mills,  may  be  affected  by 


the  outcome.  They  fear  that  there  may  be  different  wastewater  licensing 
requirements  in  different  parts  of  the  state  and  that  permits  may  have  to 
be  obtained  through  the  tribes. 

Officials  representing  the  Indians  argue  that  water  quality  regulation  is 
part  of  self-governance.  They  also  argue  that  the  state  has  not  done  a good 
job  of  protecting  water  quality  - a claim  that  state  officials  deny. 

The  Maine  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  wants  approval  from  the 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  to  license  wastewater  dischargers. 
Approval  of  Maine's  application  would  mean  that  wastewater  dischargers 
would  need  only  one  permit,  rather  than  one  each  from  the  state  and  federal 
governments . 

A decision  on  Maine's  application  is  expected  by  September,  according  to 
Stephen  3.  Silva,  EPA  director  of  the  Maine  State  Program.  A proposal  will 
likely  be  issued  next  month  and  the  EPA  will  reopen  the  record  and  solicit 
additional  public  comment  on  tribal  jurisdiction,  he  said. 

The  EPA  has  twice  postponed  a decision  on  Maine's  application  because  it 
was  waiting  for  the  opinion  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

Both  sides  said  they  would  probably  not  be  happy  with  the  EPA's  decision. 
The  Department  of  Interior  said  the  EPA,  not  the  state,  has  authority  over 
the  tribes'  territory. 

The  Maine  Indian  Claims  Settlement  Act  of  1980  generally  made  Indian 
tribes  subject  to  state  jurisdiction,  but  also  provided  separate  tribal 
jurisdiction  over  land  or  natural  resources  acquired  by  the  secretary  of 
interior  in  trust  for  the  tribes,  according  to  DOI  deputy  solicitor  Edward 
B.  Cohen. 

"Since  the  regulation  of  water  quality  is  an  activity  that  threatens  or 
has  a direct  effect  on  tribal  health  or  welfare,  it  is  subject  to  tribal 
regulation  as  an  exercise  of  the  right  to  reside  within  the  respective 
Indian  territories,  which  is  an  internal  tribal  matter,"  Cohen  wrote  to 
the  EPA. 

In  1980,  the  Penobscot  Nation  and  Passamaquoddy  Tribe  relinquished  claim 
to  about  two-thirds  of  the  state  in  exchange  for  $40.3  million  each  and  a 
trust  fund  to  buy  land.  The  state  and  federal  governments  ratified  acts 
affirming  the  settlement. 

"The  settlement  acts  make  clear  that  the  tribes  and  their  lands  are 
subject  to  Maine  law  just  like  everybody  else.  There  is  no  exception," 
said  Maine  Attorney  General  Andrew  Ketterer. 

Ketterer  said  that  according  to  the  federal  act,  federal  law  does  not 
apply  in  Maine  when  it  impinges  on  state  regulatory  jurisdiction 

"Environmental  regulation  is  not  an  internal  tribal  matter,"  he  said. 

The  issue  has  also  raised  questions  about  the  size  and  exact  boundaries  of 
the  Penobscot  Nation's  reservation. 
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State  buys  Abenaki  burial  land 

http: //www. boston . com/da ily news/1 54/ region/St at e_buys_Abenaki_burial_land : 
By  Associated  Press,  6/2/2000  16:01 

MONTPELIER,  Vt . (AP)  The  state  has  agreed  to  buy  land  in  Highgate  to 
protect  the  remains  of  Abenaki  Indians  that  were  found  there. 

The  property  owners,  Tammy  and  William  Bushey,  will  receive  $60,000  for 
their  one-third  acre  lot  on  Monument  Road,  State  Housing  Commissioner 
Gregory  Brown  said  Thursday.  The  sale  should  be  completed  within  30  days. 

"The  sooner  we  can  get  the  remains  back  in  the  ground  the  better,"  said 
April  Rushlow,  acting  chief  of  the  Abenaki  Nation  of  Missisquoi.  "People 
can  start  to  heal  again." 

Abenaki  remains  have  been  found  nearby  in  the  past  including  85  bodies 
that  later  were  reintered  in  a lot  bought  by  the  state. 

The  remains  believed  to  belong  to  at  least  two  Abenaki  were  found  as  the 


Busheys  prepared  to  build  a modular  home  on  the  site.  The  state  obtained  a 
restraining  order  to  stop  construction  while  the  matter  was  being 
investigated . 

Under  the  agreement  reached  Wednesday,  the  Busheys  would  be  compensated 
for  their  lot,  the  expense  of  preparing  it  for  construction  and  the  costs 
incurred  in  buying  a new  lot.  Their  old  lot  was  appraised  at  $34,000, 

Brown  said. 

Brown  said  he  hoped  to  start  addressing  what  to  do  with  the  other 
undeveloped  lots  along  the  road  this  summer. 

"This  is  a large  issue,"  he  said.  "This  is  a situation  that  needs  a more 
permanent  kind  of  solution  in  the  long  term." 

Before  the  remains  could  be  reburied  at  the  site,  Rushlow  said  the 
cement  footings  and  foundation  that  had  been  poured  for  the  house  would 
have  to  be  removed.  The  remains  will  be  wrapped  in  cloth  and  buried  in  a 
ceremony,  she  said. 
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Saving  bits  of  past  only  to  lose  them? 

Collections  need  millions  to  preserve  their  treasures 

By  Pat  Kossan 

The  Arizona  Republic 

May  26,  2000 

One  step  ahead  of  the  bulldozers,  a small  army  of  archaeologists  is 
scrambling  around  Arizona  pulling  ancient  history  out  of  the  ground  before 
it's  lost  forever. 

"The  pace  is  actually  frightening,"  archaeologist  William  Doelle  said. 

Native  American  pottery,  stone  tools,  animal  bones,  fragments  of  masks  and 
shell  jewelry  - the  amount  of  salvaged  treasure  has  doubled  during  the  past 
decade  of  booming  development  and  is  expected  to  double  again  in  the  next 
10  years. 

But  the  money  and  the  storage  space  to  preserve  it  has  not.  Which  means 
that  across  the  state  and  the  West,  priceless  artifacts  and  the 
documentation  that  accompanies  them  are  increasingly  in  danger. 

"These  are  unique  things  about  our  history,  our  past  and  Native 
Americans'  past,"  said  George  Gumerman,  Arizona  State  Museum  director. 

Some  items  pulled  from  construction  sites  are  of  exhibition  quality.  Many 
more  come  in  bags  of  pottery  shards,  pieces  of  bone  and  samples  of  dirt. 

Still,  these  "research  collections"  draw  scientists  to  Arizona  from  around 
the  world  - archaeologists  and  anthropologists,  geologists  and  biologists. 
With  sophisticated  techniques  and  equipment,  they  study  the  salvaged  bits 
like  a fragile  prehistoric  library. 

So  precious  are  these  artifacts  that  they  are  protected  in  perpetuity  by 
an  expanding  web  of  state  and  federal  laws. 

But  no  one  is  sure  where  this  expanding  collection  will  be  cared  for  and 
stored . 

"This  is  an  extremely  complex  problem  being  discovered  all  at  once,"  said 
Stephanie  Rodeffer,  a Tucson  archaeologist  for  the  National  Park  Service. 

Ten  years  ago,  Gumerman  said  he  could  trace  the  Valley's  early  canal 
system  from  an  airplane  by  noting  the  changes  in  the  contour  and  color  of 
farm  fields. 

Today,  all  that's  left  are  archaeologists'  maps  of  those  waterways  and 
artifacts  from  the  communities  they  served. 


"When  they're  gone,  they're  gone,"  Gumerman  said.  "There's  nothing  like 
it . " 

Experts  call  it  a case  of  rapid-fire  growth  combined  with  ignorance  and  a 
lack  of  money  for  proper  space  and  storage. 

Even  public  construction  projects,  most  of  which  are  under  legal 
obligation  to  save  archaeological  samples,  fail  to  include  the  entire  cost 
of  curating  and  storing  what  they  uncover,  Rodeffer  said. 

That  leaves  many  of  the  state's  17  officially  permitted  repositories 
begging  for  government  and  foundation  grants  and  private  money  just  to  keep 
up  with  their  job. 

Native  American  communities  are  trying  to  help.  But  even  they  have  finite 
resources  that  not  everyone  is  eager  to  use  for  storage: 

-Phoenix's  repository,  Pueblo  Grande  Museum,  considered  a small  but 
well-documented  and  climate-controlled  repository  for  nearly  15,000  boxes 
and  cataloged  items,  is  overwhelmed.  It  needs  $2  million  to  house  just  the 
artifacts  expected  from  city  projects,  such  as  the  Sky  Harbor  International 
Airport  expansion  and  highways,  over  the  next  10  years. 

-Metal  bins  are  bursting  with  artifacts,  many  yet  uncataloged,  held  by  the 
Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  Indian  Community,  Cultural  Resource  Supervisor 
Ronald  Chiago  said.  Plans  for  an  expanded  museum  had  to  be  redrawn  when 
they  failed  to  include  space  for  storage. 

-Inside  the  Arizona  State  Museum,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Southwest  and 
responsible  for  certifying  other  repositories,  decoration  is  flaking  off 
many  of  the  20,000  mostly  prehistoric  vessels.  More  than  7,500  of  the 
museum's  baskets,  many  200  years  old,  are  stacked  one  inside  another, 
causing  their  plant  fibers  to  crack,  wear  and  change  shape. 

Gumerman,  in  charge  for  two  years,  is  on  a fund-raising  campaign  and 
garners  statewide  praise  for  doing  the  best  he  can  under  difficult 
circumstances . 

But  the  museum,  at  the  University  of  Arizona,  consists  of  two  buildings 
more  than  60  years  old.  It  cannot  afford  more  space  for  proper  storage  or 
the  equipment  to  control  the  damaging  fluctuations  in  humidity. 

Laws  requiring  recovery  and  cataloging  of  artifacts  cover  many 
construction  projects  - government  projects,  construction  near  rivers, 
washes  or  dams,  or  those  that  use  public  funds,  such  as  roads  and  bridges. 

Doelle's  company.  Desert  Archaeology,  is  one  of  a half-dozen  large 
companies  and  dozens  of  smaller  ones  operating  statewide.  They  help 
construction  companies  and  agencies  lawfully  excavate  projects. 

Less  than  a decade  ago,  Doelle's  firm  bought  a 6,700-square-foot  building 
for  storage.  Recently,  he's  had  to  find  an  additional  3,000  square  feet. 

Arizona's  rapid  development  puts  it  on  "the  serious  end"  of  this  problem, 
Doelle  said,  and  the  concern  for  quality  curating  and  storage  is 
escalating. 

That's  especially  so  because  only  part  of  any  excavation  site,  sometimes 
less  than  10  percent,  is  typically  saved. 

"Even  when  people  follow  the  law,  they  destroy  the  site,"  said  Michael 
Barton,  an  Arizona  State  University  archaeologist.  "It's  gone  forever." 
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Ute  Language  in  Danger  of  Withering  Away 

BY  BOB  MIMS 

THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

May  30,  2000 

FT.  DUCHESNE  --  Venita  Taveapont  has  an  urgent  message  for  her  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  Northern  Ute  Indian  Tribe:  "Kachak  eech  noomwe 
noowygyenay 


moohoohtee-ep. " 

It  means,  in  the  Uto-Aztecan  language  of  Utes,  or  Noochew,  "Don't  allow 
our  way  of  speaking  to  be  lost."  That  the  majority  of  Utes  would  need 
English 

translation  to  understand  her  message  underscores  the  importance  of  the 
warning. 

In  a tribe  of  3,200  members,  Taveapont,  who  also  serves  as  the  Utes 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  coordinator,  is  one  of  just  478  fluent  speakers  of 
the  Ute  language,  Nooahpahgut.  Estimates  are  that  without  a concentrated 
language  education  effort,  the  last  of  the  fluent  Ute  speakers  could 
disappear  around  2025. 

Most  other  Utes  can  recall  a few  phrases  of  their  ancient  tongue  -- 
Mique  Wush  Tagooven  (Hello,  my  friend),  Tograyock  (Thank  you)  or  Pooneekay 
Vatsoom  Ahdtuih  (I'll  see  you  again)  --  but  English  has  become  the  common, 
dominant  language  on  the  Uintah  and  Ouray  Reservation  in  eastern  Utah. 

"I  was  lucky;  I learned  the  language  from  my  grandparents,  who  raised 
me,"  Taveapont  said.  "It  was  done  traditionally,  with  everything  being  done 
at  home  through  the  language.  It  was  saying  and  doing,  repetition  every 
day. " 

The  Ute  language  has  always  been  an  oral  one,  closely  related  to  the 
speech  patterns  of  distant  cousins,  the  Shoshone,  the  Paiutes  and  other 
Great 

Basin  tribes. 

While  the  tongue's  consonants  are  fairly  stable,  its  vowels  vary 
according  to  rules  learned  over  generations  both  by  ear  and  rote.  Context 
is  important  to  proper  interpretation  of  words.  The  passage  of  time  is  also 
treated  differently. 

"In  our  language  we  have  different  times,  whether  it  happened  just 
yesterday  or  several  years  ago,  or  if  it  is  happening  now  or  it  is  going  to 
happen,"  Taveapont  said.  "It's  not  an  easy  language." 

Expanding  what  has  been  only  a spoken  language  into  a written  one  is  the 
first  step  to  ensure  its  survival.  Toward  that  end,  Taveapont  last  fall 
presented  the  Ute  Language  Revitalization  Project  to  Ute  elders  for  review. 

At  the  project's  heart  is  creating  an  alphabet.  One  is  in  the  works,  but 
Taveapont  acknowledges  it  will  probably  be  years  before  tribal  linguists 
and  the  Northern  Ute  Business  Committee  adopt  a standardized  system  of 
letters . 

"We're  keeping  it  on  the  back  burner  right  now,  but  it's  there.  The 
difficulties  arise  in  that  we  don't  have  a '!'  sound  or  a ' Z ' sound,  and  we 
have  had  to  add  a few  symbols  of  our  own  for  sounds  not  in  English,"  she 
said . 

Another  proposal  being  considered  is  a language  immersion  program  for 
preschool  Ute  children. 

Larry  Cesspooch,  director  of  audiovisual  services  for  the  tribe, 
envisions  a low-power,  Ute-run  television  station  broadcast  entirely  in  the 
tribe's  language.  Tribal  officials  plan  to  seek  congressional  support  for  a 
license  application  to  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  soon. 

Cesspooch  is  also  pushing  for  improvements  to  the  tribe's  Web  site 
(http://www.ubtanet.com/~northernute)  that  could  include  expanded  language 
education  resources  in  addition  to  cultural  and  historical  information 
already  online. 

"They  believe  the  hearts,  minds  and  spirits  of  the  Ute  people  today  are 
the  same  as  they  were  for  the  old  people.  Only  the  objects  we  use  change," 
he  said.  "Yesterday,  it  was  the  bow  and  arrow,  nowadays  it's  laptops,  Web 
sites  and  video. " 

In  the  tribe's  war  for  cultural  survival,  Betsy  Chapoose  is  on  the 
frontline.  It  is  her  job  to  preserve  archaeological  treasures  left  by  the 
Utes'  ancestors.  With  just  herself  and  a secretary,  the  director  of  Ute 
Cultural  Rights  and  Protection  admits  she  can  often  be  overwhelmed. 

Chapoose 's  charge  is  to  protect  grave  sites,  ancient  settlement  sites 
and  artifacts  on  the  reservation,  which  stretches  4.5  million  acres  over 
portions  of  Duchesne,  Uintah  and  Grand  counties.  Her  responsibilities  also 
include  the  plains,  deserts  and  mountains  the  Utes  once  roamed  throughout 
Utah  and  in  neighboring  Colorado,  Wyoming  and  New  Mexico. 

From  that  ancient  home  roughly  the  size  of  Texas,  the  Utes  were  steadily 


pushed  into  today's  reservation  by  encroaching  white  settlers  and  soldiers. 
Broken  treaties  have  proven  the  rule  of  Ute  relations  with  the  United 
States . 

In  1863,  in  exchange  for  ceding  Colorado  lands  east  of  the  Rockies,  the 
Utes  were  assured  they  were  masters  of  what  remained  west  of  the 
Continental  Divide.  That  pact  lasted  just  five  years,  with  the  Utes  next 
losing  all  their  mineral  rights.  Gold-  and  silver-hungry  miners  moved  in, 
and  in  1873  representatives  from  Washington  asked  Ute  chiefs  to  surrender 
more  land. 

Meantime,  the  Utes  in  Utah  --  initially  friendly  to  Mormon  settlers  -- 
were  steadily  pushed  from  their  lush  valleys.  Less  than  two  decades  after 
the  1847  arrival  of  Brigham  Young  and  his  Mormon  refugees,  clashes  with  the 
settlers  became  frequent,  finally  erupting  in  open  warfare. 

From  1863  to  1868,  the  Ute  warrior  Black  Hawk,  occasionally  joined  by 
bands  of  neighboring  Paiutes  and  Navajos,  raided  settlements  and  fought 
Mormon  militia. 

By  1869,  driven  by  hunger  and  white  retaliation,  the  Utah  Utes  chose 
peace  in  the  form  of  exile  to  the  inhospitable  Uintah  Basin.  In  1881,  they 
were  joined  by  their  Colorado  relatives,  driven  at  gunpoint  onto  Utah 
reservation  lands. 

Black  Hawk  died  of  natural  causes  in  1870  and  was  buried  in  the  mountains 
near  Spring  Lake  in  Utah  County.  In  1911,  miners  dug  up  Black  Hawk's  grave 
and  the  bones  ended  up  with  the  LDS  Church's  historical  department. 

In  1994,  the  long-forgotten  remains  were  rediscovered  and  turned  over  to 
LDS  Church-owned  Brigham  Young  University,  which  worked  with  Chapoose  and 
other  Ute  officials  to  turn  them  over  to  Black  Hawk's  descendants.  In  May 
1996  the  warrior  was  reburied  on  a bluff  overlooking  Spring  Lake. 

It  was  the  highlight  of  Chapoose' s eight  years  as  cultural  watchdog  for 
the  Utes,  but  she  sees  her  more  routine  duties  no  less  important  to 
protecting  her  people's  heritage.  One  day  may  find  her  working  with  ski 
resort  developers  in  Colorado  to  protect  sensitive  artifacts;  another  day 
may  see  her  negotiating  preservation  of  other,  less  famous  remains  from  an 
ancient  grave  site. 

A long-term  goal  is  reopening  the  Northern  Ute  Tribal  Museum.  The  Utes 
have  been  without  one  since  1985,  when  a Thanksgiving  weekend  flood 
destroyed 

much  of  its  extensive  library  and  a collection  of  irreplaceable  arts  and 
crafts . 

Tribal  officials  want  a new  cultural  center,  Chapoose  said,  but 
bare-bones  budgeting  in  recent  years  has  forced  them  to  shelve  the  idea. 

"RE:  Yakamas  Want  in  on  Fight  over  Old  Bones"  

Date:  Thu,  1 Dun  2000  19:33:42  -0700 

From:  "phil  cash  cash"  <pasxapu(3dakotacom . net> 

Sub j : Yakamas  want  in  on  fight  over  old  bones 

fyi 

http: //www. kennewick-man . com/news/0 53100. html 
May  31,  2000 

Yakamas  want  in  on  fight  over  old  bones 

By  Mike  Lee 

Herald  staff  writer 

The  Yakama  Nation  has  thrust  itself  into  the  center  of  the  fray  over 
Kennewick  Man  by  staking  a new  legal  claim  to  the  ancient  bones  and  asking 
the  court  to  allow  it  to  assert  its  interests  in  the  long-running  legal 
battle. 

Saying  the  government's  defense  of  tribal  rights  is  uncertain,  the 
Yakamas  are  seeking  to  become  a co-defendant  with  the  federal  government 
in  a case  brought  by  eight  scientists  who  want  to  study  the  ancient  bones 
found  in  Kennewick  nearly  four  years  ago. 

"The  Yakama  Nation's  claim  of  ownership  of  the  remains  provides  a 
necessary  element  to  the  case  that  no  other  party  can  provide,"  the 
tribe's  lawyers  said.  The  nation's  "ultimate  objective  ...  is  the  custody 


of  those  remains . " 

In  documents  first  available  Tuesday,  the  tribe  also  filed  a counter 
claim  against  the  scientists,  saying  they  have  no  right  to  access  to  the 
bones  "in  any  way."  The  bones  are  being  held  by  the  federal  government 
during  DNA  investigations  designed  to  help  determine  whether  the  bones  are 
related  to  modern  peoples. 

At  this  point,  the  Yakamas  don't  believe  federal  lawyers  will  do  them 
justice,  nor  do  they  represent  the  same  "property  interest"  in  the  bones 
as  the  Yakamas. 

"It  is  unclear  what  the  federal  (government's)  arguments  will  be  once 
the  Interior  Department  makes  its  final  decision  regarding  cultural 
affiliation,"  said  Yakama  lawyers  Tim  Weaver  and  Thomas  Zeilman.  "The 
Yakama  Nation  has  no  way  of  knowing  how  the  federal  defense  will  proceed 
after  the  Sept.  24  deadline." 

A large  portion  of  the  Yakamas'  filing  aims  to  convince  Magistrate  Dudge 
John  lelderks  that  it's  not  too  late  for  a new  party  to  enter  the  case. 
Weaver  and  Zeilman  say  the  length  of  time  is  "immaterial"  because  the  case 
has  essentially  been  in  an  extended  time-out  while  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
and  the  Interior  Department  try  to  determine  what  should  be  done  with  the 
bones . 

If  the  Yakamas'  request  to  join  as  a co-defendant  is  granted,  it  could 
increase  the  importance  of  the  much-publicized  case  by  pitting  a tribe 
directly  against  the  scientists.  Already,  the  case  is  regarded  as  one  that 
will  shape  the  future  of  tribal  and  scientific  rights  to  archaeological 
findings . 

The  Yakamas  argue  their  presence  "would  provide  for  complete  litigation 
of  both  the  plaintiffs'  claim  of  right  to  study  the  human  remains  and 
right  of  reburial  of  the  remains  under"  the  Native  American  Graves 
Protection  and  Repatriation  Act. 

"Such  a situation  will  allow  the  court  to  fully  examine  NAGPRA's 
ownership  provisions  as  they  relate  to  the  inadvertent  discovery  and/or 
intentional  excavation  of  human  remains,"  said  Weaver  and  Zeilman. 

Another  issue  forced  to  the  top  by  the  court  filing  is  which  tribe 
should  get  the  remains.  A coalition  of  five  Northwest  tribes  requested 
Kennewick  Man  in  the  fall  of  1996  when  the  Corps  called  for  claims.  The 
agency  was  about  to  give  the  bones  to  the  coalition  when  the  scientists 
challenged  that  determination  based  on  reported  non-Indian  characteristics 
of  the  nearly  complete  skeleton. 

Now,  the  Yakama  Nation  contends  it  is  the  "owner  of  those  remains  . . . 
and...  entitled  to  custody  for  traditional  reburial." 

Weaver,  a private  attorney  and  longtime  counsel  for  the  Yakamas,  said  he 
has  not  consulted  with  the  other  tribes  seeking  custody  of  the  remains 
that  the  Yakamas  refer  to  as  Techaminsh  Oytpamanatityt  - "From  the  Land 
the  First  Native." 

"It's  not  an  attempt  by  the  Yakama  Nation  to  usurp  anybody,"  Weaver  said. 
"It's  just  to  get  our  legal  position  before  the  court  on  a timely  basis." 

Fie  said  the  action  may  spur  other  tribes  to  get  more  involved  as  well. 

To  date,  tribal  interests  largely  have  been  asserted  during  private 
meetings  with  the  Interior  Department  and  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  The 
Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Umatilla  Indian  Reservation  have  been  the  most 
publicly  active  in  the  case. 

Sooner  or  later,  the  question  of  a joint  claim  would  have  been  asked.  At 
issue  is  whether  the  law  allows  the  remains  to  be  returned  to  a group  of 
tribes  rather  than  an  individual  tribe. 

"Flow  in  fact  can  there  be  a shared  group  identity  between  . . . five 
different  groups?"  asked  Alan  Schneider,  Portland  lawyer  for  the 
scientists.  "I  don't  know  how  it's  possible  to  have  a joint  (cultural) 
affiliation  as  they  are  claiming." 

But  Schneider  said  his  chief  concern  after  a cursory  read  of  the  court 
papers  is  that  they  will  lead  to  a lengthy  review  of  issues  between  the 
tribe  and  the  federal  government  that  could  slow  the  scientists'  attempt 
to  gain  study  rights  on  the  9, 000-year-old  remains. 

"I  am  not  sure  we  will  necessarily  oppose  it,  we  just  have  some  concerns 
quite  naturally  that  after  four  years  this  case  not  be  delayed  be  any 
further, " he  said. 


Weaver  said  the  tribe  had  been  considering  the  move  for  "quite  some 
time"  and  wanted  to  make  sure  it  got  legal  standing  before  the  government 
decides  what  to  do  with  the  bones,  a decision  expected  by  this  fall. 

"We  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  we  need  to  do  it  now,"  he  said. 

Schneider  questioned  the  Yakamas'  timing,  wondering  aloud  whether  they 
got  advance  news  that  federal  agencies  plan  to  find  against  them  in  the 
cultural  affiliation  studies. 

"Why  are  they  filing  this  now  . . . after  31/2  years  (and)  only  four 
months  short  of  when  the  government  is  supposed  to  reach  a final 
decision?"  he  asked.  "It  would  appear  at  this  point  that  it's  premature" 
because  there's  been  no  final  decision  about  how  to  handle  the  bones. 

"RE : Mark  Hardin  Plea  Bargain"  

Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  17:39:26  -0500 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Sub j : Mark  Hardin  plea  bargain 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

Mark  Hardin,  a white  man,  originally  from  the  Chicago  area,  who  dances 
grass  dance  at  powwows,  and  a sexual  predator  of  young  Native  American  boys 
has  plea  bargained,  for  the  second  time  a charge  of  felony  first  degree 
criminal  sexual  conduct  with  a child. 

A pre-sentencing  investigation  was  ordered  before  Hardin's  sentencing  Dune 
26.  According  to  Hardin's  attorney,  Blair  Nelson,  Hardin  agreed  to  serve 
nine  months  in  country  jail  with  credit  given  for  three  months  for  good 
behavior.  If  the  judge  agrees,  Hardin  could  receive  a 63-month  stay  of 
execution,  meaning  if  he  violates  probation,  he  could  go  to  prison. 

In  other  words,  he  will  serve  as  little  as  3 months  in  county  jail,  and 
then  the  next  time  he  molests  an  Indian  boy  in  Beltrami  county,  he  will  go 
to  prison  for  63  months.  The  local  Indian  community  is  planning  to  have  a 
protest  at  the  Beltrami  Country  Court  House  in  Bemidji,  Minnesota  on  Dune 
26,  the  day  of  the  sentencing. 

We  are  working  at  getting  a photograph  of  Hardin  to  send  to  Powwow 
Committees  to  be  on  the  alert  for  this  sexual  predator  of  young  Indian 
boys . 


"RE;  Sweat  Lodge  Denied  in  Massachusetts"  

Date:  Fri,  02  Dun  2000  21:35:36  EDT 

From:  "Wolf  Spirit  Woman"  <wlf sprtwom@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Sweat  Lodge  Denied  in  Massachusetts 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "raven  spencer"  <ravens717@hotmail . com> 

>>From:  kolahq@skynet.be 

>>Date:  30  May  2000  16:57:39  -0000 

>><+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[source:  NativeNewsj  Mon,  29  May  2000  18:36:34  -0400] 
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SWEAT  LODGE  DENIED  IN  MASSACHUSETTS 
By  Pam  Hughes 

A Massachusetts  Superior  Court  Dudge  has  prohibited  sweat  lodges  for 
inmates  at  the  North  Central  Correction  Institute  at  Gardner. 

Attorneys  for  the  plaintiffs,  in  this  first  case  filed  on  the  issue  in 
the  state,  claimed  the  prohibition  violated  the  commonweath ' s 
constitutional  protections  of  religious  freedom,  which  are  among  the 
highest  standards  in  the  country. 

In  his  early  May  decision,  Dudge  David  Toomey  defined  the  ceremony  as 
mentally  and  emotionally  cleansing  and  spiritually  evaluating,  but 
later  wrote  that  the  commonwealth  had  a surpassing  interest  in 
"diminishing  the  opportunities  for  mischief  that  abound  in 


purification  lodge  ceremonies  where  heated  rocks  and  metal  implements 
are  employed  out  of  view  of  corrections  officers"  and  that  "the  likely 
disorienting  effects  of  inhalants  that  permit  the  participants  to  move 
into  other  worlds"  would  disrupt  prison  business. 

"Going  into  other  worlds  is  going  into  the  spiritual  realm which  is 

obviously  what  the  Department  of  Corrections  and  the  State  knows 
nothing  about/'  said  trial  witness.  Medicine  Story,  an  elder  from  the 
Wampanoag  Assonet  Band,  who  has  taken  the  ceremony  to  Connecticut 
prisoners  for  many  years. 

"It  should  be  disrupted  because  the  institutional  business  is 
dehumanizing  and  sending  people  back  onto  the  streets  with  criminal 
potential  because  they  are  not  allowed  to  go  into  their  spiritually,"  he 
said . 

Plaintiffs  claim  that  the  lodge  is  a core  ceremony  and  its  prohibition 
is  a substantial  burden  on  spiritual  freedom.  Dudge  Toomey  wrote  that 
prayer  circles,  smudging  meditation  and  Pipe  smoking  currently 
permitted  at  the  prison  provide  a "similar,  though  less-elevating 
experience"  and  termed  them  "alternative  forms  of  religious 
expressions . " 

Plaintiff's  attorney  Peter  d'Errico  said  he  had  expected  a more 
detailed  analysis  in  this  case  originally  filed  in  1995  on  behalf  of 
the  group  of  inmates  who  are  a part  of  a Native  American  Spiritual 
Awareness  Council  which  conducts  a weekly  circle  as  well  as  other 
practices.  They  also  asked  for  a stop  to  ongoing  harassment  by  prison 
administration  after  items  of  spiritual  meaning  were  confiscated  and 
inmates  who  were  not  members  of  federally  recognized  tribes  were 
prohibited  from  the  circle.  An  injunction  and  agreement  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiffs  on  these  two  points  were  subsequently  issued. 

Regarding  the  probability  of  sweat  lodge  "mischief,"  Dudge  Toomey 
noted  the  institution  at  Gardner  houses  a maximum  security  population 
and  gangs  in  a plant  not  originally  designed  as  a correctional 
facility,  but  did  not  elaborate  other  than  to  write  that  evidence 
given  to  show  that  lodges  have  been  permitted  with  no  negative  results 
in  other  jurisdictions  have  no  bearing  here  because  its  "circumstances 
were  significantly  unlike"  those  in  other  places. 

The  state  Department  of  Corrections  describes  Gardner  as  a medium 
security  facility  with  limited  use  of  internal  physical  barriers  where 
inmates  have  demonstrated  the  ability  to  abide  by  rules  and 
regulations  and  require  intermittent  supervision. 

"There  are  hundreds  of  sweat  lodges  in  institutions  throughout  this 
country  from  maximum  security  to  county  jails  and  there  have  been  no 
problems,"  Medicine  Story  said.  "My  only  other  thought  is  that  we  have 
not  made  it  clear  enough  to  the  judge.  I could  have  expanded  more  on 
my  experience  in  these  sweat  lodges.  The  state  should  be  clamoring  for 
sweat  lodges." 

In  Dudge  Toomey 's  opinion,  however,  the  prison's  ban  of  lodges  is  a 
reasonable  effort  to  "serve  the  commonwealth's  transcendent  interest 
in  the  effectiveness  of  its  correctional  programs,  the  safety  of  its 
inmates  and  the  common  good  that  is,  at  bottom,  the  objective  of  all 
social  initiatives." 

"I  would  like  to  take  that  judge  into  a sweat  lodge  and  show  him  what 
spirituality  is  all  about,"  Medicine  Story  said. 

D'Errico  said  his  clients  will  appeal. 

"RE ; Leonard  Peltier  Parole  Hearing"  

Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  16:36:47  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  - Parole  Hearing 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

Below  is  the  press  advisory  for  Peltier's  Dune  12  parole  hearing.  If 
possible,  please  send  it  out  to  your  local  media  contacts.  Thank  you. 


In  Solidarity, 

LPDC 

After  24  Years  of  Imprisonment, 

Leonard  Peltier  Will  Be  Reviewed  For  Parole 
Contact : 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee:  Gina  Chiala,  co-coordinator 

785-842-5774 

What:  Press  Conference 

When:  Dune  12,  2000  from  3:00pm  - 4:00pm 

Where:  Leavenworth,  Kansas:  The  Lincoln  Room  of  the  Ramada  Inn  (3rd  and 
Delaware) 

Who:  Former  US  Attorney  General,  Ramsey  Clark;  Attorney  Carl  Nadler; 
Attorney  and 

Renowned  Fluman  Rights  Advocate,  Dennifer  Harbury;  Amnesty  International  USA 
Director,  Curt  Goering;  LPDC  Spokesperson,  Dean  Day;  Leonard  Peltier's 
grandchildren,  Alexandra  and  Cyrus  Peltier,  and  representatives  for  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  and  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians. 

Why:  Native  American  Leonard  Peltier  will  be  reviewed  for  parole  on  Dune  12 
at  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary.  Amnesty  International,  who  considers 
Peltier  to  be  a political  prisoner,  will  attend  the  hearing  in  person  to  ask 
the  Commission  to  set  Leonard  Peltier  free.  The  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  and  Peltier's  family  will  also  be  asking  the  Parole  Commission  for 
Leonard  Peltier's  release. 

Peltier  underwent  his  first  full  parole  hearing  in  1993,  at  which  point 
the  Parole  Commission  denied  his  release  far  beyond  what  their  guidelines 
recommend,  and  set  his  next  full  hearing  for  the  year  2008.  However,  the 
Commission  is  required  to  hold  subsequent  hearings  every  two  years  in  order 
to  determine  whether  there  are  any  circumstances  that  warrant  a change  in 
their  original  decision.  On  Dune  12,  Peltier's  attorneys  will  tell  the 
Commission  that  there  is  no  justifiable  reason  to  continue  Peltier's 
sentence,  and  the  Commission's  original  decision  to  deny  him  parole  was 
based  on  error. 

The  Parole  Commission  originally  denied  Peltier  parole  based  on  their 
finding  that  he  "participated  in  the  premeditated  and  cold  blooded  execution 
of  those  two  officers."  However,  the  Parole  Commission  has  since  said  it 
"recognizes  that  the  prosecution  has  conceded  the  lack  of  any  direct 
evidence  that  [Peltier]  personally  participated  in  the  executions  of  the  two 
FBI  agents."  Leonard  Peltier,  who  has  served  over  24  years  of  his  sentence 
and  has  maintained  a good  behavior  record  during  his  incarceration,  has  been 
eligible  for  release  for  over  nine  years. 

Thousands  have  written  to  the  Commission  in  support  of  Peltier's  release. 
Additionally,  several  Native  organizations  and  communities  are  submitting 
parole  plans  offering  Peltier  work  and  housing.  On  Dune  12,  a parole 
examiner  will  hear  the  case  and  make  an  initial  recommendation  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  Parole  Commission  should  grant  Mr.  Peltier  a date  to  be  released. 
Thousands  will  await  the  results. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  5 Dune  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 


The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Graham,  Sherman  Daniel 

BK1750 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16830 
Date  of  Birth:  12/19/64 

Grisez,  John  Lee 
#A134-316 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/24/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Hardway,  Richard 
#252-252 
PO  Box  1812 
WY-C-80 

Marion,  OH  43301 
Date  of  Birth:  5/22/67 


Hall,  Eric  Wildcat 
BL  #5355  /DA 
10745,  Route  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Ancestry:  Arapaho 

Harden,  Todd  Patrick 
#247-889 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/25/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Haddox,  Tommie  Eugene 
#267-639 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/18/70 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

- "RE:  Pony  Soldier  Motel"  

Date:  Wed,  10  May  2000  23:23:19  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Pony  Soldier  Motel 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


The  Pony  Soldier  Motel  on  Route  66  was  just  around  the  bend  to  East 


Flag.  There  are  alota  rooms  in  that  place.  There  was  a woman,  a 
cleaning  woman  who  would  work  her  way  around  those  rooms  cleaning  up 
after  sometimes  messy  people,  picking  up  beer  cans,  stale  pizza,  some 
things  left  behind  and  some  rooms  needing  more  time  than  others. 

She  wasn't  too  tall,  she  was  a Native,  an  Indian  and  used  to  work  to 
make  the  showers  and  tubs  shine.  Go  get  me  the  vacuum.  Sonny,  she  would 
say  and  he  would  go  and  get  it.  Plug  it  in  Sonny  and  he  would  do  it 
while  she  stripped  the  sheets.  An  old  guy,  the  manager  used 
to  come  and  check  on  her  work.  Make  sure  you  clean  it  all  up,  he  would 
say.  She  would  nod  her  head  and  go  about  her  cleaning. 

She  wore  white  shoes  the  kind  nurses  wore,  and  a plain  dress.  Her  hair 
was  tied  in  a bun,  and  she  would  go  from  room  to  room.  Tile  and  toilet 
bowls  got  the  brush,  and  cleaned  the  hair  from  the  tub.  Her  own  hair 
used  to  start  sticking  out  here  and  there. 

The  carpet  was  green,  and  there  was  a tv  in  each  room,  old  Zeniths  they 
were.  When  she  got  done  she  would  go  wait  by  the  manager's  office  and 
he  would  check  the  rooms  and  then  come  back  and  pay  $.50  a room. 

The  walk  home  to  old  town  in  Flag,  Arizona,  to  what  was  called  Indian 
village  on  the  west  side  took  some  time,  there  was  no  car.  Usually  a 
stop  by  the  post  office,  and  then  down  Frisco  street.  Some  would  be 
standing  outside  Club  66,  asking  for  ten  cents.  She  would  walk  on  the 
edge  of  the  sidewalk  and  go  past.  Honkytonk  music  would  be  playing 
when  the  door  opened,  it  was  dark  inside.  She  just  kept  going  walking 
on  by.  There  was  Food  Town  and  soup  bones  to  buy,  and  some  flour.  Take 
this  Sonny,  she  would  say  and  they  would  walk  down  the  street  a ways 
until  the  paper  bags  got  heavy  and  she  took  a break,  sitting  on  a rock 
wall.  She  looked  tired,  worn  from  kneeling  on  the  floor,  but  she  talked 
about  how  it  was  important  to  go  to  school. 

The  houses  were  nice  that  they  walked  by,  the  bags  were  shifted  to  the 
other  arm  to  ease  the  load.  Stand  close  by  she  told  him  when  they 
crossed  route  66  going  by  the  Lumberjack  Cafe.  The  traffic  would  be 
going  by  and  she  would  say  you  have  to  look  both  ways.  Sonny  and  then 
they  would  run  across  the  road.  Sometimes  they  stopped  by  the  Little 
Brown  Dug  and  she  bought  a candy  bar  and  in  those  days  the  pine  trees 
were  still  there  behind  the  store  and  they  would  cut  through  them  to 
Tombstone  street. 

Indian  Village  it  was  called,  an  old  time  motor  lodge  of  single  rooms 
surrounding  a court  yard.  The  plaster  was  falling  off,  and  there  was  no 
yard,  just  dirt.  The  screen  door  had  no  handle,  but  she  went  in  she  put 
the  bags  down  and  put  on  the  heavy  metal  frying  pan,  took  the  potatoes 
and  sat  down  and  started  to  peel  them.  Whatcha  you  looking  at  she  would 
say  to  him.  Oh,  nothing  Shima.  Her  hands  were  soft,  and  hard  at  the 
same  time  working  that  peeler  around  the  potatoes  gouging  out  the  eyes 
and  after  they  were  peeled  she  sliced  them  up  one,  two  three  and  they 
were  done.  Rex  pure  lard  the  kind  that  came  in  a 
red  box  went  into  the  frying  pan  and  it  sizzled. 

Sitting  down  again  she  mixed  the  flour,  baking  powder  and  water,  mixing 
and  kneading  that  dough.  It  looked  easy  they  way  she  did  it.  Sometimes 
a piece  of  dough  ended  up  in  his  mouth  and  a little  while  later,  the 
potatoes  were  done.  The  frying  pan  would  sizzle  with  frybread  grease  and 
the  smoke  would  go  up  and  she  would  stand  there  until  they  were  all  made. 

Aren't  you  tired,  Shima,  her  eyes  looked  that  way.  She  would  say,  we 
have  to  eat  so  somebody  has  to  cook.  The  kitchen  was  just  big  enough 
for  the  little  boy  and  her  to  stand  in  and  it  was  just  a cleaning  woman 
and  her  boy,  working  day  to  day  to  go  home  and  cook  for  him. 

One  time,  when  the  boy  sold  newspapers  for  a dime  each,  and  he  got  a 
nickel  for  each  one  he  made  enough  that  he  wanted  to  surprise  her  as 
she  was  coming  home.  He  met  her  they  went  to  Food  Town,  and  next  door 
he  took  her  to  Chicken  Delight  and  he  bought  a boxed  chicken  meal.  It 
was  plain  white  box  with  wax  paper  and  half  a chicken.  He  told  her  to 
sit  down  on  the  curb  outside  the  place  and  watch  the  cars  go  by  on 
Leroux  street,  and  she  did.  He  gave  her  a piece  of  chicken  and 
they  ate  like  they  were  rich  he  said.  She  just  laughed  and  they  shared 
the  fries  them  two  just  sitting  there  enjoying  that  chicken.  People 
looked  at  them  as  they  drove  by.  It  was  just  a woman  and  her  son. 


Time  goes  by  and  things  change,  children  get  older  and  move  away.  But 
sometimes  when  it  is  quiet  and  like  today  sitting  here  some  things  come 
to  mind  and  the  woman  can  no  longer  move  like  she  used  to  and  clean, 
she  is  now  bent  with  age  and  still  talks  about  the  importance  of  going 
to  school,  taking  care  of  family  and  having  to  do  what  you  have  to  make 
ends  meet.  She  worked  hard  for  her  husband  and  kids,  I guess  all 
mothers  go  about  it  in  different  ways.  This  one  cleaned 
rooms,  maybe  that  is  why  when  I go  somewhere  I make  sure  I leave  a tip 
for  the  cleaning  lady.  When  they  walk  away  I can  still  see  her  just 
like  it  was  back  then,  and  think  maybe  she  has  kids,  maybe  a son  she 
calls  Sonny  waiting  for  her  to  get  home.  In  any  case  that  is  why  I try 
to  leave  a little  something  extra  when  I stay  somewhere  for  the 
cleaning  woman  so  she  has  something  just  in  case  she  wants  a candy  bar 
or  maybe  a boxed  chicken  to  take  home  every  once  in  a while... 
rustywire 

http: //www. geocities . com/ rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  Comanche"  

Date:  Wed,  26  May  1999  16:06:30  -0500 

From:  "Hawk  & The  Seagull"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Sub j : Poems 

Comanche 

Lord  of  the  Plains 

Riding  on  the  wind 

of  eternal  dreams 

Medicine  bag  askew 

Eagle  feathers  stream 

horse's  mane  and  withers 

flex  and  glisten 

under  Grandfather  Sun 

Mother  Earth  quakes  in  his  path 

as  he  sows  the  seed 

for  seven  generations 

yet  unborn 

a promise 

to  the  future 

to  Honor  and  keep 

Tradition 

To  listen  for  the  Ancestors 
Wisdom 

To  Respect  all  in  his  world 
to  cherish  family 
to  carry  within  him 
the  Sacred  Hoop 
unbroken . 

Copyright  1998  Dreamwalker 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  30  May  2000  06:29:35  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  11-17 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

11 

Turn  every  hardship  into  a triumph. 

12 


If  you  would  win  your  heart's  desire,  you  must  give  your 
heart  to  the  task  of  winning  it. 

13 

Give  freely  of  yourself  in  all  endeavors. 

14 

In  all  things,  turn  anger  into  industry. 

15 

Even  the  clumsiest  hand  can  create  a thing  of  beauty. 

16 

Acknowledge  the  duality  of  life  in  everything  you  do. 

17 

Embrace  life  with  joy,  and  never  let  it  go! 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : American  Indian  Art  Camp  for  Children"  

Date:  Tue,  30  May  2000  12:56:53  -0500 
From:  "Dohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  05-27-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

American  Indian  art  camp  for  children  scheduled  in  Dune 

c.  The  Oklahoman 

05/26/2000 

The  traditional  and  contemporary  fine  arts  of  American  Indians  will  be  the 
focus  of  a weeklong  art  camp  for  children,  ages  8 to  12,  being  offered  in 
mid-Dune  at  the  National  Cowboy  Flail  of  Fame  and  Western  Heritage  Center. 

The  Native  American  Art  Camp  will  be  held  from  9 a.m.  to  4 p.m.  Dune  12-16 
at  the  museum,  1700  NE  63. 

Cost  of  the  camp  is  $85  for  museum  members,  and  $100  for  nonmembers.  The 
deadline  to  register  is  Dune  7. 

Instructors  for  the  camp  will  be  Anita  Fields,  a member  of  the  Osage 
tribe,  and  Doseph  W.  Rice,  Sac-Fox/Otoe/  Pottawatomie,  both  participants  in 
the  Oklahoma  Arts  Council's  artists-in-residence  program. 

A grant  award  from  the  Oklahoma  Arts  Council  made  it  possible  for  the  hall 
to  offer  the  camp,  said  Chandra  Powell,  assistant  educator  at  the  museum. 

For  more  information,  call  Powell  at  478-2250,  Ext.  264. 

- — "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  3 Dune  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

DUNE  16,17,18 
MATTOON,  IL 

7th  annual  Kaskaskia  River  Dancer  Pow  Wow  Peterson  Park,  Mattoon,  IL 
$11,500  contest  money,  for  trader  set  up  or  info  contact  Pat  Gaines 
1-800-500-4599 


Date:  Sat,  20  May  2000  07:11:41  -0600 
From:  Adell  Kinsman  <adell@sunsinger.com> 

Sub j : Three  Events  to  Happen  in  the  Black  Hills 

Please  read  and  distribute  this  announcement.  Thank  you 


Three  events  will  be  taking  place  in  the  "Heart  of  Everything  That  Is 
(Black  Hills)  during  the  month  of  Dune.  They  will  be  held  in  the  same 


general  area  and  are  joining  together  to  honor  Global  Unity  and  Our 
Mother  Earth. 


World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  - June  18th-21st  in  the  Black  Hills, 
http: //www. world pea ced ay . com/2000/ 

Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  - Dune  19th-22nd  in  the  Black  Hills. 
http://www.journeybacktotheheart.com 

Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes/Gathering  of  Eagles  - Dune  22nd-25th  in  the 
Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota. 

http: //www. sun singer . com/bh com/gatherings . shtml 


World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  Gathering: 

This  Gathering  will  be  held  Dune  18th-21st  in  the  Black  Hills.  Chief 
Arvol  Looking  Horse  has  issued  an  invitation  for  people  of  all  faiths  to 
gather  at  their  sacred  sites,  or  pray  in  their  own  manner  for  global 
peace  and  healing  on  Dune  21,  2000.  "As  keeper  of  the  19th  generation 
Sacred  White  Buffalo  Pipe  of  Peace,  I,  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the 
Lakota,  Nakota  and  Dakota  Nation,  would  like  to  invite  the  world  to 
recognize  Dune  21st  as  a day  of  prayer  for  global  healing.  Please 
create  a gathering  in  your  community,  no  matter  what  belief  in  the 
Creator  - Unite  globally  to  honor  and  heal  all  life.  May  peace  be  with 
you  all." 

WPPD  web  site:  http://www.worldpeaceday.com/2000/ 


Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  Gathering: 

People  will  journey  from  the  four  directions  to  gather  in  unity  to  pray 
and  to  reaffirm  their  belief  in  the  Creator.  And  as  people  journey  from 
the  West,  North,  East  and  South  they  will  be  guided  spiritually  by  the 
Wisdom  of  the  Ancestors,  the  Teachers  of  the  Sacred  Ways,  the  Keepers  of 
all  that  is  Sacred  to  all  people.  It  is  a place  where  we  will  send  our 
voices  and  our  prayers  as  one  people.  We  shall  come  together  in  the  He 
Sapa,  the  Black  Hills,  where  we  shall  accept  all  men  and  all  women  into 
the  Sacred  Circle.  It  is  here  that  we  shall  fulfill  the  vision  of 
Mitakuye  Oyasin,  We  Are  All  Related.  Spiritual  Leaders  are  working 
toward  coming  together  at  the  center,  during  the  Summer  Solstice  (Dune 
19-22,  2000)  for  a Spiritual  Conference,  World  Healing  Ceremonies,  and 
World  Prayer  for  Global  Peace,  Respect,  and  Unity.  If  you  are  unable  to 
make  this  Dourney  to  the  Black  Hills,  we  are  asking  our  relatives  to 
begin  this  ceremony  on  Dune  19  through  the  22,  2000  over  the  Summer 
Solstice.  Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  web  site: 
http://www.journeybacktotheheart.com/ 


Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes  / Gathering  of  Eagles: 

The  Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes  is  a Gathering  of  all  People  from  all 
Nations  uniting  Spiritually  through  sharing  and  respecting  each  other's 
traditions  and  philosophies  of  life.  We  reach  out  to  like-minded 
individuals,  with  the  prayer  that  the  establishment  of  a strong 
foundation  of  understanding  is  important  to  all  of  us.  We  are  trying  to 
do  our  best  for  the  seven  generations  to  come,  as  well  as  teach  our 
children  and  grandchildren  in  ways  that  will  help  them  to  protect  the 
generations  in  front  of  them.  We  want  the  Elders,  the  Spiritual 
Leaders,  the  Nations  to  come  forth  and  share  their  knowledge  with  us,  so 
that  each  of  us  will  be  stronger,  and  more  aware  of  our  responsibilities 
for  the  future  generations.  This  Gathering  is  a prayer,  and  all  of  us 
will  help  make  it  happen  in  a good  way. 

In  Unity, 

Adell  Kinsman 

Sun  Singer  web  site 

http: //www. sunsinger.com 


Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  07:25:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Duly  4th  - Full  Circle  Celebration  of  Native  America 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 


MA-NA-TA-KA 

EVENT:  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 
DATE:  Friday  Dune  30th, 2000  ~ 4 th  of  Duly  weekend! 

PLACE:  The  Convention  Center,  Manataka,  Arkansas, 

Flot  Springs  National  Park. 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  people  of  the  land  made  pilgrimages 
to  MA-NA-TA-KA,  The  Place  of  Peace,  The  Valley  of  the  Vapors, 

The  Great  Gathering  Place,  The  Place  of  the  Healing  Waters, 

Home  of  the  Rainbow  Woman. 

According  to  researchers,  over  34  language  groups  traveled 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  in  great  councils 
at  Manataka.  The  sights  they  beheld  were  unbelievably 
beautiful.  The  experiences  they  cherished  were  remembered 
in  song  and  dance  for  generations! 

For  the  first  time  in  over  200  years,  this  will  be  the  first  of 
many  more  to  come. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native  America  is  a depiction 
of  what  our  culture  was,  and  what  it  is  today.  FULL  CIRCLE 
is  the  story  of  Manataka,  told  in  song,  dance,  and  story 
telling.  The  performance  is  extremely  dynamic,  moving  and 
a thunderstorm  of  color!  Representing  dozens  of  American 
Indian  Nations  are  musicians,  dancers,  singers,  and  story 
tellers,  who  touch  the  audience  with  tears,  joy,  excitement 
beyond  description. 

The  combination  of  pounding  drums,  jingling  dancer's  feet, 
awe  inspiring  stories  of  ancient  tradition  make  for  an  evening 
of  fantastic  edu-tainment . FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native 
America  will  be  a spectacular  event  to  remember! 

FEATURING: 

BILL  (Ghostdance)  MILLER 

Bill  Miller  is  the  winner  of  five  1999  Native  American  Indian 
music  awards  including:  Artist  of  the  year.  Best  Male  Artist, 

Folk  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  and  Song  writer  of  the  Year. 

GAYLE  ROSS 

Gayle  Ross  is  a wonderfully  moving  and  fantastically  funny  story 
teller  of  the  Cherokee.  Her  works  have  been  enjoyed  by  audiences 
all  over  the  country. 

ECHOES  OF  EARTH  AND  SKY 

Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky;  features  two-world  class  fancy  dancers. 
Rob  Greyhill  (Navajo)  and  Dennifer  Meness  ( Algonquin).  Awesome 
examples  of  Native  artistry  are  intertwined  with  enchanting  songs 
and  fascinating  stories  of  creation,  love,  and  adventures. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  DANCE  COMPANY 

The  Great  American  Indian  Dance  Company;  is  a fantastic  group 
just  back  from  a tour  of  Europe  where  they  received  standing 
ovations  at  every  show.  The  Great  American  Indian  Dancers  are 
the  best  powwow  performers  in  the  nation! 

THE  SELECT  CHOIR  - CHEROKEE  CHILDRENS  CHOIR 

The  Select  Choir;  is  20  children  dressed  full  regalia  that  perform 
Indian  sign  language  in  the  beautiful  Cherokee  language. 

TICKET  INFORMATION 

The  GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  10:30  p.m.,  free,  no 

admission  charge! 

A MATINEE  SHOW  - Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky  with  Gayle 
Ross  starts  at  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  go  on  sale  May  1st, 2000. 

DOORS  OPEN  TO  THE  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION 


OF  NATIVE  AMERICA  AT  7:30  P.M.  Tickets  go  on  sale 
May  1st, 2000. 

Children  and  adults  will  be  given  a special  opportunity  to  see 
and  participate  in  the  Great  American  Indian  Craft  Exposition. 
They  will  see  American  Indians  make  jewelry,  clothing,  hunting 
weapons,  baskets  and  many  other  crafts.  They  will  see  real 
life-size  tepees  and  hear  special  presentations. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  tickets,  please  send  us  your 
name  and  address,  telephone  number  and  email  address. 

Tell  us  how  many  reserved  and/or  general  admission  tickets 
you  need.  E-mail  MANATAKA@HOTMAIL.COM 

To  purchase  tickets  by  phone,  dial  TOLL  FREE  1-888-747-9185 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted  please  have  your  card  ready! 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by:  Manataka  American  Indian 
Council,  Hot  Springs  Art  Center 

VENDOR  INFORMATION  ~ GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN 
CRAFT  EXPOSITION  ~ FRIDAY  , 3UNE  30,2000 
HOT  SPRINGS  CONVENTION  CENTER 
HOT  SPRINGS  NATIONAL  PARK,  ARKANSAS 

The  MAIC  will  spend  thousands  of  dollars  and  hundreds 
of  man  hours  advertising  and  promoting  this  event  by  radio, 
television,  newspaper,  magazines,  posters,  flyers,  table 
tents,  post  cards  and  the  internet.  We  anticipate  a crowd 
of  5,000  to  6,500. 

FULL  CIRCLE  will  be  the  largest  event  of  its  kind  ever 
produced  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

The  people  of  Arkansas  are  starving  for  a live  American 
Indian  experience.  Our  experienced  professionals,  staff 
members  and  volunteers  are  dedicated  to  providing  you 
and  the  general  public  with  quality  production.  We 
welcome  your  questions  and  comments. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a spectacular  performance  , large 
crowds  and  a event  filled  with  blessings  for  everyone.  If  you 
wish  to  participate  a vendor,  please  read  the  following: 

Special  lodging  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a limited 
number  of  vendors  at  $20.00  per  person  per  night.  First  come 
first  serve  basis. 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

Copy,  cut,  and  paste  the  following  application. 

Send  it  by  e-mail  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 
Drag  your  mouse  over  the  text  holding  down  the  button, 
this  marks  the  text.  Once  marked,  hit  the  "control"  key 
and  the  "C"  key  at  the  same  time,  this  copies  the  text. 

Go  to  email  and  hit  the  "control"  key  and  the  "V"  key 
at  the  same  time,  this  pastes  the  text. 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
VENDOR  APPLICATION  FORM 

PLEASE  CLEARLY  PRINT  OR  TYPE. 

FILL  IN  ALL  BLANKS. 

Name: Telephone^  ) 

Address: State: Zip: 

Tribe: Agency: 

E-mail: Sponsored  by: 

Number  of  Booth  Spaces: Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 


For  more  information  send  email  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub  j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 


Hamie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.0.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 


Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

11th  - 13th  - Kamloops  B.C;  Alex  Thomas  Memorial  - Year  #3 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75 

(*FREE  CAMPING  - no  water,  no  electricity,  porta-potti) 

Dolly  (250)  374  - 9274 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 


Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.Cj  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

3ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  C0N3UNCTI0N  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  lacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  3UCTI0N  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTI0N,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 


2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis , Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) on 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 

Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
Dohn  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
Dess  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 
SPECIAL  DELIVERY  For  Additional 

Grandparent  Day  Honor  Information  Contact: 
Dance  Sherri  Clemons 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 


Prizes  for  the  oldest  Wyandotte  Nation  Contact  Sherri  Clemons 

Grandmother  and  P.0.  Box  250 

Grandfather  Present  Wyandotte,  OK  74370 

918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Hr . Girl ' s Cloth 
Dr.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 
Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Children ' s 
& Obstable 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Shell  Shaker 
Coordinator  Contests  Day 

Blalock 
Coordinator 


Sunday  Morning 
Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
Course  Golf  Tournament  & 
Horseshoe 
Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 


Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamben.org/ossahatchee.htm 
Thank  you, 

Tracie  Moore 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 
From:  gars@netcom.com 
Sub j : The  Circle 

Pow  Wow  Calendar 
5/1/00 

Dune  16,17,18 
Warriors  Memorial  Pow  wow 
Veterans  Memorial  Pow  wow  Grounds 
Gamiskwawakakog,  Leech  Lake  Reservation 
Cass  Lake,  Minn. 

For  more  information,  call  (218)  335-8011,  or  e-mail 
eaglerok@northernnet . com . 

Dune  16,  17,  18 

Kaskaskia  River  Dance  Contest  Pow  Wow 

Peterson  Park  - 1 Mile  West  of  Interstate  57,  Exit  190 

Matoon,  IL 

For  more  info  call  Pat  Gaines  at  (217)  234-7555. 

Dune  17 

1st  annual  "Honor  our  Fathers"  Traditional  Pow  Wow  & Feast 
American  Indian  Magnet  School 
Corner  of  3rd  St.  & Earl. 

St. Paul,  M!\l 

Grand  entry  at  1 p.m.  Feast  at  6 p.m.  For  more  info  call  David  Goodman  at 
(651)  848-0638. 

Dune  17-18 

19th  Annual  Plains  Indian  Museum  Powwow 
Buffalo  Bill  Historical  Center 
720  Sheridan  Ave. 

Cody,  Wyo. 

Dancers  and  drum  groups  will  compete  for  more  than  $10,000  in  prize  money. 
Competitive  categories  include  traditional,  jingle  dress,  fancy,  grass  and 
tiny  tots  dances  with  men,  women  and  children  in  various  age  groups 
participating.  For  more  info,  call  (307)  587-4771. 

Dune  27-Duly  2 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribes  19th  Annual  Pow  Wow  & Summer  Gathering 

Sault  Ste  Marie,  Michigan 

Fore  more  info  call  1-800-793-0660. 

Dune  30-Duly  2 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow  grounds,  WI 

Grand  entries  are  at  1 & 7 on  Sat,  and  1 p.m  on  Sun.  For  more  info  call  Dim 
at  (715)  779-3152. 

Duly  7-9 

Prairie  Island  Dakota  Dance  & Singing  Championships  Pow-Wow 
Prairie  Island  is  located  10  miles  north  of  Red  Wing  MN,  on  County  Road 
#18.  The  Pow  Wow  grounds  are  next  to  Treasure  Island  Resort  & Casino.  Free 
Admission.  For  more  info  call  1-800-554-5473,  ext.  4103  or  4126. 

Duly  14,  15,  16 

Sugar  Island  4th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan 

Free  Admission.  For  more  info  & directions  call  1-800-793-0660. 


Duly  21,  22,  23 

Honoring  Our  People  Pow  Wow 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Maawanji ' iding 

Ojibwa  Campground 

Baraga,  MI 

For  more  info  & directions  call  Pauline  Spruce  at  (906)  353-6623,  ext. 
4140. 

Duly  29,  30 
Gagaguwon  Pow-Wow 
OuSable  Children's  Park 
Oscoda,  MI 

For  more  info  call  Doe  or  Sue  at  (517)739-1994,  or  email  at 
gagaguwon@hotmail . com . 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  03  Dun  2000  17:22:41  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Summer/Fall  Events  Listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000- 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 

-Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them 
are  being  listed  for  the  first  time.- 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation . * 

Dune  9-11:  Gathering  of  the  People,  Exit  28,  off  1-64,  Simpsonville,  KY. 
Proceeds  will  go  to  the  Native  American  Museum  on  Wheels,  and  other  projects 
to  advance  the  knowledge  & aid  the  needs  & protection  of  Native  Americans. 
Info:  DD  (502)  633-5507  or  e-mail:  whitespiritna@hotmail.com. 

Dune  16-17:  Wild  Horse  & Burro  Adoptions,  at  the  Wild  Horse  & Burro 
Adoption  Center,  Cross  Plains,  TN.  Info:  (800)  376-6009. 

Dune  16-18:  MOWA  Choctaw  Spring  Pow  Wow,  on  the  MOWA  Choctaw  Reservation, 
Calvert,  AL.  The  reservation  lies  on  the  border  of  Mobile  & Washington 
Counties  on  Hwy.  43,  19  miles  north  of  1-65  & 25  miles  north  of  Mobile. 

Info:  Dennifer  Musgrove  or  Lori  Weaver  (334)  829-5500,  or  Barbara  Dohnson 
(334)  944-2388. 


Dune  17:  Medicinal  Plant  Walk,  Rugby,  TN.  Info:  (423)  628-2441. 


Dune  24:  Cherokee  Voices  Festival,  at  the  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian  on 
the  Qualla  Reservation  in  Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3481. 


Dune  24:  Cornbread  Cook-Off,  Linville,  NC.  It  may  be  something  of  a Redneck 
competition  these  days,  but  the  Cherokee  were  making  selu  gadu  before  the 
white  man  ever  heard  of  corn.  Info:  (704)  733-5213. 

Dune  26-27:  Wounded  Knee  Memorial  Gathering,  at  Wounded  Knee,  SD.  An 
honoring  for  the  People  of  Oglala  and  a call  for  Peace,  Freedom  & 
Reconciliation.  Twenty-five  years  ago,  the  FBI  initiated  a shoot-out  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation  that  left  one  Lakota  & two  FBI  agants  dead.  It  also 
lead  to  the  eventual  unjust  conviction  & incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier. 
This  is  a call  to  remember  the  fallen,  mend  the  hurt,  and  bring  about 
freedom  for  Peltier.  Those  choosing  to  participate  should  come  prepared  to 
be  self-sufficient  with  food  & shelter.  Camping  will  be  available.  Schedule 
of  events/  Dune  26:  Sunrise  Ceremony,  to  honor  the  people  of  Oglala  & all 
those  who  lost  loved  ones  during  the  Pine  Ridge  Reign  of  Terror.  A 
Traditional  Feast  Dinner  will  be  held  later  in  the  day;  Dune  27:  Sunrise 
Ceremony,  followed  by  meetings  to  bring  about  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier 
and  to  bring  to  justice  those  who  caused  the  loss  of  lives  during  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reign  of  Terror.  There  will  also  be  a Youth  Awareness  Concert, 
featuring  Dine'  Hip-Hop  artist,  Natay.  All  are  encouraged  to  bring  gifts  for 
the  giveaway  for  the  people  of  Oglala.  [For  a more  complete  background  on 
Wounded  Knee,  please  latch  onto  a copy  of  Peter  Mathiesson's  excellent  book, 
"In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse."]  To  receive  directions,  information  about 
nearby  motels  & other  preparatory  information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044.  Phone:  (785) 

842-5774/fax:  842-5796. 

Dune  30-Duly  2:  Cherokee  4th  of  Duly  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC.  There  will  be  fireworks  at  11pm  on  Duly  1.  Info: 

(828)  497-3481. 

Duly  6-8:  17th  Annual  Tomato  Festival,  Ripley,  TN.  Salutations  to  another 
fruit  that  originated  in  the  America's.  Info:  (901)  635-9541. 

Duly  8-9:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Cumberland  University 
in  Lebanon,  TN.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian 
Rights  and  the  Tanasi  Ma'tera  Indigenous  Circle,  this  event  has  been  moved 
from  its  former  location  at  Dim  Warren  Park  in  Franklin  to  the  Cumberland 
University  Football  Field  in  Lebanon.  HM:  Damie  Pheasant;  HL:  Stephanie 
Lewis-Pheasant;  MC:  Doe  French;  AD:  Randy  Medrano;  HD:  TBA;  Guest  Northern 
Drum:  Eagle  Crossing.  All  dancers  & guest  drums  are  welcome.  Hours: 

10am-9pm,  Saturday;  10am-5pm,  Sunday.  GE:  1:00pm  each  day.  Info:  Gilbert 
Cupp  (615)  791-0646,  Diane  or  Sandy  Perry  (615)  871-0940,  or  Pat  Cummins 
(615)  885-9402. 

Duly  15-16:  Charity  Pow  Wow  for  the  Special  Wish  Foundation,  at  Dillon  State 
Park,  near  Zanesville,  OH.  This  foundation  grants  wishes  to  terminally  ill 
children.  HM:  Dimmy  LaQuay;  HL:  Tammy  LaQuay;  AD:  Wayne  Appleton;  HV:  Bob 
Gibson;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  HD:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  Guest  Drums:  Little  Hawk, 
Mystic  Lake  Singers,  Red  Bird  Singers,  Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  more.  All 
dancers  & singers  will  be  fed,  provided  camping  sites,  and  showers.  Info: 
jennis@zoomnet.net  or  littlesquirrel55@hotmail.com. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  Dim  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9024. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 


lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 


Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Derry  Denton;  HL:  Daye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Under  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow,  Greensboro,  NC. 
Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weapons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Martha  E Ture,  Danet  Smith,  Roger,  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  Marcel  Guay, 
Bernard  & Feather  Rock,  Paul  Krause  KOLA  HQ,  Dreamwalker,  John  Rustywire, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Lona,  Phil  Cash,  Debbie  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:50:09  2000 
Date:  Tue,  13  Dun  2000  19:35:33  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.025 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  LPDC,  Triballaw,  KOLA  Newslist, 
Indianz  elist  & Innu-L  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

UUCP  email; 

http://www.abqjournal.com/news/llnews06-ll-00.htm 

http: //www. canadianaboriginal . com/ 

http: //www. oklahoman. com/cgi- bin/ sh art? ID=499423 

http : //www .omaha . com/Omaha/OWFI/StoryViewer/lj  3153,346447, 00 . html 

http: //www. a rizona republic. com/news/articles/0602AZ--PLAGUESE. html 

http://www.azstarnet.com/public/dnews/000609CodeTalkers-Medal.html 

http://www.sacbee.com/news/news/local01_20000607.html 

http://www.azstarnet.com/public/dnews/000602monument.html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"It  is  prophesied  in  our  Instructions  that  the  end  of  the  world  will 
be  near  when  the  trees  start  dying  from  the  tops  down.  That's  what 
the  maples  are  doing  now.  Our  Instructions  say  the  time  will  come 
when  there  will  be  no  corn,  when  nothing  will  grow  in  the  garden, 
when  the  water  will  be  unfit  to  drink...  We  were  instructed  to  carry 
love  for  one  another,  and  to  show  great  respect  for  all  the  beings  of 
the  earth." 


"In  oun  ways,  spiritual  consciousness  is  the  highest  form  of  politics. 

We  must  live  in  harmony  with  the  natural  world  and  recognize  that 
excessive  exploitation  can  only  lead  to  our  own  destruction.  We  cannot 
trade  the  welfare  of  our  future  generations  for  profit  now." 

"We  must  stand  together,  the  four  sacred  colors  of  man,  as  the  one 
family  that  we  are,  in  the  interest  of  peace.  We  must  abolish  nuclear 
and  conventional  weapons  of  war...  We  must  raise  leaders  of  peace.  We 
must  unite  the  religions  of  the  world  as  a spiritual  force  strong 
enough  to  prevail  in  peace.  We  (human  beings)  are  a spiritual  energy 
that  is  thousands  of  times  stronger  than  nuclear  energy.  Our  energy  is 
the  combined  will  of  all  people  with  the  spirit  of  the  natural  world, 
to  be  of  one  body,  one  heart,  and  one  mind  for  peace. 

Leon  Shenandoah,  Tadadaho,  Haudenausonee  Six  Nations  Iroquois 

Confederacy. 

Delivered  to  the  UN  General  Assembly  on  November  22,  1993, 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

! to  the  democratic  principles  f 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  i 
[ States  Constitution,  J 

| so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Journey  | 

[ The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  | 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  | 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

In  a copyright  report  distributed  this  past  week  by  The  Associated  Press 
the  following  predictions  were  made: 

Scorching  report:  Scientists  forecast  effects  of  climate  changes  in  U.S. 

Dune  9,  2000 

Web  posted  at:  3:49  p.m.  EDT  (1949  GMT) 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  It's  a grim  forecast:  Salmon  quit  running  the  Columbia 
River  as  the  cold  water  fish  move  farther  north;  sugar  maples  in  New  England 
disappear;  the  barrier  islands  off  the  Carolinas  are  swept  away  by  higher 
seas . 

These  changes  in  landscape  and  ecosystem  are  but  a few  of  the  projections 
outlined  in  the  first-ever  detailed  "national  assessment"  of  what  could  be 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


expected  to  occur  in  the  United  States  --  region  by  region  --  if  the 
nation's  climate  becomes  5 degrees  to  10  degrees  warmer  over  the  next  100 
years . 

The  assessment,  likely  to  be  made  public  next  week,  is  the  product  of  four 
years  of  study,  numerous  workshops  and  reviews  by  hundreds  of  scientists 
both  in  and  out  of  government  who  examined  global  warming's  likely  regional 
impacts  as  well  as  its  effect  on  human  health,  agriculture,  forests  and 
coastal  areas  across  the  country. 

Unlike  other  studies  that  have  examined  general  global  impacts,  this 
assessment  was  directed  by  Congress  to  focus  on  the  United  States 
specifically. 

Critics  argue  the  analysis  is  little  more  than  guess  work  and  that  computer 
climate  models,  heavily  relied  upon  in  the  assessment,  cannot  predict 
impacts  on  a regional  basis, 
truncated 


Read  this  issue's  quote  by  Leon  Shenandoah,  then  read  the  above  excerpt 
again.  Do  you  see  one,  even  one,  reason  to  celebrate?  I certainly  do  not! 

Spin  doctors  in  Washington  are  already  trotting  out  anointed  "experts" 

(in  their  pocket  ...  a yonega  version  of  around  the  fort  Indians) 
proclaiming  the  report  is  either  totally  false,  or  (sit  down  for  this) 
this  is  a good  thing. 

The  Tadadaho  of  the  Iroquois,  Leon  Shenandoah  was  but  one  of  twenty-three 
(23)  Native  Elders  that  day  in  1993  who  told  the  UN  to  wake  up.  They 
each  spoke  of  prophesies  that  were  coming  to  be  because  of  the  careless 
disregard  humanity  was  showing  toward  our  relations  on  Mother  Earth  and 
toward  Mother  Earth,  herself. 


I have  seen  scant  evidence  that  one  leader  took  the  words  of  our  elders 
serious.  Prophesies  from  before  their  first  steps  on  Turtle  Island  are 
apparently  regarded  as  little  more  than  curiosities. 


I have  one  small  suggestion.  Make  sure  your  heart  and  your  house  are  in 
order,  and  places  Creator  can  look  to  with  a smile. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 


News  of  the  people  featu 

Peltier  Reviewed  for  Parole 
Columbus,  Indians 
Honored  in  Alabama 
Oklahoma  to  Strike  'S' 
as  Offensive 

Being  Defined  by  White  People 
is  not  Sovereignty 
Moratorium  on 

Granting  Recognition  Called  For 
Graton  Rancheria 
Miwok  Re-Recognition 
Belated  Recognition  for  Tribe 
BIA  Sets  Meeting  on 
Recognition  of  Two  Tribes 
BIA  Certificates  of 
Degree  of  Indian  Blood 
Tribes  Disagree  with  IRS 
Blood  Quantum  Politics 


red  in  this  issue  

- Hopes  For  Fishing  Deal  Fade 

- Sechelt  Band  Negotiations 
to  get  Going  Again 

- Chief ' s Battle  to 
Reclaim  Past  Continues 

- Whiteclay 

- Navajo  Health  Officials 
Brace  for  Plague  Season 

- Northern  Paiutes  Changed  with  Move 

- Senate  OKs  Proposal  to 
Honor  Navajo  Code  Talkers 

- Washoe  Indians  Take  Lead 
in  Mine  Cleanup 

- Real  Conspiracy  of  Silence 

- Videos  Preserve  Indian  Heritage 

- Pinal  Board  Backs  Bigger  Monument 

- Massacre  Site  Proposed 
for  Historic  Status 


- Blood  Quantum  Politics  Response  - College  Program  Targets 
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LEONARD  PELTIER  REVIEWED  FOR  PAROLE 

United  States  Parole  Examiner  Refuses  to  Consider  New  Evidence 

Native  American  rights  activist,  Leonard  Peltier  was  reviewed  for  parole 
today  during  a hearing  held  at  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary  in  Kansas. 
The  hearing  was  held  to  determine  whether  there  is  any  reason  why  the  Parole 
Commission  should  change  their  1993  decision  to  deny  Peltier  parole. 

Today  Peltier's  representatives  told  the  Commission  that  Peltier's  health, 
serious  family  needs,  and  his  positive  program  achievements  were  all  reasons 
for  the  Commission  to  reconsider  their  denial  of  parole  to  Peltier.  They 
also  argued  that  the  Commission's  original  decision  to  deny  parole  was 
wrong.  They  said  the  Commission  has  yet  to  justify  their  reasons  for 
denying  his  release  in  excess  of  what  their  guidelines  recommend. 

The  Parole  Examiner  refused  to  read  a report  from  Dr.  Peter  Basch  who, 
after  reviewing  Peltier's  recent  medical  records,  determined  that  problems 
with  Peltier's  health  could  result  in  "recurrent  central  retinal  vein 
occlusion,  stroke,  heart  disease,  and  kidney  failure."  The  doctor  also 
noted  that  several  of  Mr.  Peltier's  health  problems  had  not  been  treated 
appropriately  by  prison  medical  staff. 

Attending  the  parole  hearing  were  representatives  for  Amnesty 
International,  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians,  and  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations.  Legal  council  included 
attorneys  Dennifer  Harbury,  Carl  Nadler,  and  former  US  Attorney  General 
Ramsey  Clark.  Dean  Ann  Day,  survivor  of  the  Pine  Ridge  "reign  of  terror" 
also  testified. 

The  Parole  examiner  did  not  respond  to  pleas  from  Amnesty  International 
or  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and  he  showed  no  interest  in  the  eight 
parole  plans  offering  Peltier  housing  and  employment  from  various  Native 
Organizations  and  tribes. 

Furthermore,  the  examiner  refused  to  accept  or  consider  the  10,000 
letters  collected  over  the  last  three  months  from  US  citizens,  human  rights 
organizations,  luminaries  and  members  of  the  international  community 
supporting  Peltier's  release. 

Without  deliberation  or  the  consideration  of  any  documents  presented,  the 
parole  examiner  recommended  that  Peltier's  sentence  be  continued  until  his 
next  full  parole  hearing  in  2008.  Those  in  attendance  reported  that  the 
examiner  wrote  the  denial  while  the  presentation  was  still  being  made. 

Peltier's  defense  council  will  continue  to  protest  the  Parole  Commission's 
denial  of  parole  to  Peltier  in  federal  court.  Supporters  will  continue 
efforts  to  gain  Peltier's  release  through  a grant  of  Executive  Clemency. 
Leonard  Peltier  was  originally  convicted  for  the  murders  of  two  FBI  agents 
on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation.  However,  formerly  withheld  documents 
supporting  Peltier's  innocence  would  later  force  the  prosecution  to  admit 
that  they  could  not  prove  who  actually  killed  the  agents.  Despite  this, 
Peltier  has  remained  in  prison  for  24  years.  Amnesty  International 
considers  him  to  be  a political  prisoner  who  should  be  immediately  released. 
Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
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Columbus,  Indians  Honored  in  Ala. 
c.  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
May  31,  2000 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (AP)  --  Christopher  Columbus,  who's  credited  with 
discovering  America,  will  share  his  state  holiday  with  American  Indians. 

The  Alabama  Legislature  has  voted  to  make  the  second  Monday  in  October 
do  double  duty  as  Columbus  Day  and  American  Indian  Heritage  Day.  The 
combination  that  will  begin  Oct.  9 is  the  first  by  any  state. 

"Columbus  did  not  discover  America.  He  found  we  were  here  already.  It's 
a recognition  that  has  been  long  deserved,"  Nancy  Carnley,  secretary  of 
the  Ma-Chis  Lower  Creek  Indian  Tribe,  said  Wednesday. 

A survey  of  state  holidays  by  the  National  Conference  of  State 
Legislatures  found  several  other  states  have  days  set  aside  to  honor 
American  Indians  --  often  the  fourth  Friday  in  September  --  but  they  are 
not  official  holidays  where  state  offices  close. 

Since  1990,  South  Dakota  has  had  an  official  holiday  on  the  second 
Monday  in  October  for  Native  American  Day.  The  state  does  not  recognize 
Columbus  Day. 

Two  Democratic  legislators  who  serve  on  the  Alabama  Indian  Affairs 
Commission,  Sen.  Dimmy  Holley  and  Rep.  Deff  Dolbare,  sponsored  the  bill, 
which  was  signed  into  law  by  Gov.  Don  Siegelman. 

Holley  said  members  of  the  commission  felt  Indians  were  long  overdue  for 
recognition  by  a state  whose  name  comes  from  a tribe  in  central  Alabama. 

He  said  that  placing  American  Indian  Heritage  Day  on  a day  that  was 
already  a state  holiday  won't  cost  state  government  more  money. 

"I  see  this  as  where  this  state  is  headed.  We  are  trying  to  heal  old 
wounds,"  said  Wilford  Taylor,  chief  of  the  Mowa  Band  of  Choctaw  Indians. 

While  Americans  of  European  ancestry  usually  look  on  Columbus  as  an 
important  historical  figure,  many  American  Indians  see  him  as  the  first  of 
the  European  explorers  who  exploited  and  murdered  their  ancestors  and 
introduced  new  diseases  that  killed  many  Indians. 

Wabun-Inini,  national  representative  for  the  American  Indian  Movement 
Grand  Governing  Council,  said  the  organization  considers  Columbus  a 
colonial  pirate  who  should  not  be  glamorized. 

"We  commend  the  state  of  Alabama  for  their  vision  and  reaching  out  to 
the  Indian  people,"  he  said  Wednesday.  "We  would  hope  other  states  would 
follow  the  lead  of  Alabama." 

This  is  not  the  first  time  the  Alabama  Legislature  has  created  a dual 
state  holiday.  In  1994,  the  Legislature  decided  to  recognize  the  birthday 
of  Martin  Luther  King  Dr.  on  the  third  Monday  in  Danuary,  which  was 
already  a state  holiday  honoring  the  birthday  of  Confederate  Gen.  Robert  E. 
Lee . 

Darla  Graves,  executive  director  of  the  state's  Indian  affairs 
commission,  said  the  Census  Bureau  estimated  Alabama  had  28,000  American 
Indians  in  1998.  But  she  expects  they  have  been  undercounted  and  the  real 
number  exceeds  50,000. 

"It  hasn't  always  been  politically  correct  to  acknowledge  your  Indian 
ancestry,"  she  said. 


To  help  reverse  that,  she  said  the  commission  plans  to  work  with  tribes 
across  the  state  to  have  a big  celebration  each  American  Indian  Heritage 
Day. 
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Oklahoma  aims  to  strike  "squaw"  as  offensive  name 
c.  Reuters 
Dune  5,  2000 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  - Oklahoma  plans  to  join  a growing  number  of  U.S.  states  in 
striking  the  word  "squaw,"  widely  believed  to  mean  an  Indian  woman,  from 
place  names  because  Native  Americans  say  it  is  a sexual  slur,  officials 
said  on  Monday. 

The  state  agency  in  charge  of  mapping,  at  the  urging  of  state  legislators, 
has  asked  nine  counties  with  streams,  canyons  and  other  features  bearing 
the  name  to  work  with  local  citizens  to  change  the  designation. 

Wayne  Furr  of  the  Board  of  Geological  Place  Names  said  the  action  followed 
a non-binding  resolution  passed  by  the  state  legislature  that  urges  that  the 
word  be  erased  from  place  names. 

"Squaw,"  a term  that  dates  from  the  days  of  white  trappers  and  pioneers, 
is  defined  in  many  dictionaries  as  an  American  Indian  woman.  But  critics  say 
it  actually  is  a slur  meaning  a prostitute  or  a woman's  genitalia. 

"They  (most  people)  think  squaw  means  American  Indian  woman,"  said  Leda 
Green,  a member  of  the  Apache  and  Otoe-Missouria  tribes  in  Oklahoma.  "But 
in  true  meaning,  it's  her  body  parts.  You  can  take  it  from  there." 

The  Oklahoma  legislature  agreed.  The  resolution,  passed  unanimously  in  May 
does  not  carry  the  force  of  law  but  asks  state  officials  to  work  with  local 
authorities  to  remedy  the  problem. 

"The  word  'squaw'  is  offensive  to  Native  Americans  and  a national  movement 
exists  to  remove  this  word  from  all  geographic  place  names,"  the  resolution 
stated.  "The  Oklahoma  legislature  concurs  with  actions  taken  by  other 
state  legislatures  to  remove  this  offensive  word  from  geographic  names." 

Furr  said  states  including  Montana,  Maine  and  Minnesota  have  passed  simila 
legislation . 

The  small  town  of  Red  Rock  started  the  movement  in  Oklahoma  when  a bridge 
over  nearby  Squaw  Creek  was  being  replaced. 

Green,  whose  Otoe-Missouria  tribe  has  a housing  complex  near  the  bridge, 
said  several  tribal  members  started  lobbying  to  change  the  name  and  Red  Rock 
Mayor  Geary  Watson  joined  the  movement. 

"If  this  creek's  name  was  in  its  English  equivalent,  it  would  be 
considered  an  unprintable  word,"  Watson  told  the  Daily  Oklahoman  newspaper. 
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Being  defined  by  white  people  doesn't  represent  sovereignty  for  American 
Indians,  a Pulitzer  Prize-winning  writer  said  Wednesday  in  Tulsa. 

N.  Scott  Momaday  of  Demez  Springs,  N.M.,  a Kiowa,  was  the  luncheon  speaker 
on  the  final  day  of  the  three-day  Sovereignty  Symposium  at  the  Doubletree 
Hotel  at  Warren  Place. 


The  symposium,  which  was  hosted  by  the  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court,  focused  on 
legal  issues  facing  American  Indian  tribes. 

Momaday,  the  author  of  five  books,  won  a Pulitzer  Prize  for  fiction  in 
1969  for  his  "House  Made  of  Dawn,"  the  story  of  Abel,  a World  War  II  veteran 
who  lives  in  the  modern  world  but  who  is  also  linked  through  his  imagination 
to  legend  and  sacred  storytelling. 

Sovereignty,  Momaday  said,  embodies  the  concepts  of  independence, 
authority  and  responsibility,  some  things  he  said  American  Indians  haven't 
had  during  the  past  two  centuries. 

But  those  are  the  things  American  Indians  need  to  define  themselves  as  to 
individual  character,  he  said. 

Starting  as  long  ago  as  the  early  1800s,  Momaday  said,  white  people  have 
tried  to  identify  Indians  after  themselves,  even  to  the  point  of  trying  to 
eliminate  Indian  languages  while  trying  to  impose  English  on  the  native 
people. 

It  has  been  a time  of  controversy  and  struggle  for  American  Indians,  he 
said,  adding:  "I  will  not  let  anyone  else  define  me." 

During  the  westward  movement  of  the  1800s  and  early  1900s,  Momaday  said, 
white  people  tried  to  define  American  Indians  "right  out  of  existence,"  he 
said . 

Often,  he  said,  the  Indians  who  suffer  most  through  de  scription  by  others 
are  children  who  are  in  search  of  identities. 

"We  must  escape  the  definition  of  ourselves  by  others,  and  we  must  embrace 
our  own,"  he  said.  "This  is  sovereignty,  whether  we  are  talking  about 
individuals  or  communities  or  nations." 

It  must  be  acknowledged,  he  added,  that  there  is  an  "inherent  danger  in 
the  matter  of  defining  ourselves  politically  as  Indians." 

"We  are  one  people,  but  we  are  many  nations.  We  must  not  allow  sovereignty 
to  become  tyranny,"  he  said. 
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WASHINGTON  - Connecticut  Attorney  General  Richard  Blumenthal  on  Wednesday 
called  for  an  immediate  moratorium  on  granting  federal  tribal  recognition 
until  the  process  is  fundamentally  reformed. 

"Very  simply,  the  system  is  broken  and  needs  to  be  fixed,"  Blumenthal 
said . 

In  a letter  sent  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  Blumenthal 
asked  that  a national  commission  be  established  to  revamp  the  recognition 
process  and  that  a moratorium  be  imposed  until  the  commission's  work  is 
done. 

A moratorium  would  delay  pending  decisions  for  several  Connecticut 
petitioners  including  the  Golden  Hill  Paugussett,  Eastern  Pequot,  Paucatuck 
Eastern  Pequot  and  Schaghticoke  tribes. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  which  is  part  of  the  Interior  Department, 
last  month  granted  preliminary  recognition  to  the  Eastern  Pequots  and 
Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequots  and  is  expected  to  issue  a final  recommendation 
for  th  Paugussetts  early  next  year.  The  Schaghticokes,  whose  tribal  office 
is  in  Monroe,  are  on  a list  of  tribes  whose  petitions  are  ready  for  review. 
They  filed  their  petition  in  1994. 

Tribal  chiefs  contacted  Wednesday  were  angry  with  Blumenthal 's  suggestion, 
which  they  see  as  simply  a delaying  tactic. 

"Blumenthal  is  full  of  hot  air,"  said  Paugussett  Council  Chief  Aurelius  H. 
Piper  Dr.,  who  is  known  as  Quiet  Hawk.  "I've  been  battling  Blumenthal  all 
this  time,  he's  never  tried  to  do  anything  other  than  destroy  the  tribe's 
credibility  and  chance  for  federal  recognition." 

Quiet  Hawk  opposes  a moratorium,  which  he  said  would  simply  make  a long. 


expensive  and  difficult  process  even  more  burdensome. 

"This  would  present  an  undue  hardship,  a violation  of  due  process  and, 
quite  frankly,  a violation  of  our  constitutional  and  civil  rights,"  Quiet 
Hawk  said. 

Schaghticoke  Chief  Richard  Velky  called  the  moratorium  a "ridiculous" 
proposal  given  the  lengthy  delays  tribes  already  face  in  the  recognition 
process . 

"How  much  slower  can  our  government  work?"  Velky  asked.  "The  government 
can  review  billion-dollar  bank  mergers  in  three  months'  time  but  it  takes 
them  a dozen  years  to  recognize  tribes.  There  already  is  a moratorium." 

Quiet  Hawk  and  Velky  agree  the  recognition  process  is  flawed  but  they 
don't  think  it  is  necessary  to  form  a national  commission  to  reinvent  the 
entire  system. 

Velky  said  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  should  be  given  more  resources  so 
it  can  conquer  the  backlog  of  petition  requests.  He  also  suggested  Congress 
refine  legislative  proposals  already  under  consideration  to  reform  BIA's 
Bureau  of  Acknowledgement  Research. 

"BAR  currently  receives  only  about  $900,000  each  year  for  its  work. 
Significantly  more  money  is  needed  for  BAR  in  order  to  allow  it  to  add 
staff  and  other  resources  that  can  assist  with  processing  the  petitions," 
Velky  said. 

Blumenthal  said  his  request  for  a moratorium  was  spurred  by  testimony  BIA 
chief  Kevin  Gover  delivered  recently  to  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs 
Committee,  which  stated  that  the  recognition  system  is  flawed. 

"Most  telling  is  the  very  pointed  comments  from  [Gover]  the  assistant 
secretary  himself,"  Blumenthal  said. 

BIA  has  fewer  than  a dozen  people  working  on  a backlog  of  more  than  150 
recognition  petitions,  which  are  complicated  by  inevitable  court  challenges 
and  big-money  interests  that  see  federal  recognition  as  a conduit  to  casino 
gambling,  according  to  Gover. 

"No  one  anticipated  the  kind  of  money  stakes  that  would  be  in  play  when 
we  make  these  decisions.  I am  troubled  by  the  money  backing  certain 
petitions  and  I do  think  it  is  time  that  Congress  should  consider  an 
alternative  to  the  process,"  Gover  told  the  committee  last  month. 

In  his  letter  to  Babbitt,  Blumenthal  said  the  "enormity  of  the  interests 
at  stake  make  public  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  efficacy  of  recognition 
decisions  all  the  more  essential. 

"Unfortunately,  public  respect  and  trust  in  the  current  process  has 
completely  evaporated,"  Blumenthal  wrote.  "A  moratorium  is  vitally 
necessary,  and  supported  by  comments  of  your  own  department's  officials, 
until  a new  process  is  created  to  safeguard  essential  rights  and  restore 
public  confidence." 

Blumenthal  said  similar  letters  were  sent  to  Senate  Indian  Affairs 
Committee  Chairman  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  and  ranking  member 
Sen.  Daniel  Inouye,  D-Hawaii,  and  to  House  Resources  Committee  Chairman  Don 
Young,  R-Alaska,  and  ranking  member  Rep.  George  Miller,  D-Calif. 

Campbell  has  introduced  legislation  that  would  have  the  president  appoint 
an  independent,  three-member  commission  to  consider  federal  recognition  of 
tribes.  A similar  bill  is  pending  in  the  House.  The  House  bill  was 
introduced  last  year  by  Eni  F.H.  Faleomavaega,  a Democrat  serving  his  fifth 
term  as  American  Somoa ' s delegate  to  Congress.  This  is  Faleomavaega ' s fourth 
attempt  in  seven  years  to  streamline  the  recognition  process. 
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Tribal  recognition  clears  House  hurdle 
Dun.  8,  2000 
By  CARL  HULSE 
NYT  Regional  Newspapers 


Carl  Hulse  is  Washington  Bureau  chief  for  the  New  York  Times  Regional 
Newspaper  Group. 

WASHINGTON  --  A measure  that  would  restore  federal  recognition  to  the 
Federated  Indians  of  the  Graton  Rancheria  passed  an  important 
congressional  test  Wednesday  when  it  was  easily  approved  by  the  House 
Resources  Committee. 

Members  of  the  panel  adopted  the  bill  sponsored  by  Rep.  Lynn  Woolsey, 
D-Petaluma,  on  a voice  vote,  opening  the  door  to  future  action  on  the 
proposal  by  the  full  House. 

In  a related  development,  the  plan  to  restore  the  federal  status  of 
the  American  Indian  tribe  also  known  as  the  Coast  Miwoks  now  has  a 
companion  Senate  measure,  authored  by  Democratic  Sen.  Barbara  Boxer. 

If  the  proposal  becomes  law,  the  remaining  380  members  of  the  tribe 
would  become  eligible  for  the  health,  education  and  housing  benefits 
that  go  along  with  federal  recognition,  which  was  abruptly  withdrawn 
in  the  late  1950s. 

"The  Resources  Committee  realizes,  like  I do,  that  taking  away  the 
Miwoks'  federal  status  is  a wrong  that  must  be  made  right,"  Woolsey 
said  following  the  vote.  "Momentum  is  on  our  side.  I am  going  to  keep 
pushing  until  this  bill  is  passed  by  the  House." 

A condition  of  Woolsey' s support  is  a provision  in  the  bill  that 
explicitly  states  the  tribe  will  not  seek  to  allow  gaming  on  its 
small  remaining  parcel  of  property  in  west  Sonoma  County  or  on  any 
property  it  acquires. 

Committee  members  and  the  Interior  Department  earlier  expressed 
concern  about  the  precedent  such  language  would  set  for  other  tribes, 
but  aides  to  Woolsey  said  there  was  no  move  to  drop  the  language  from 
the  measure. 

Boxer  introduced  her  companion  bill  late  last  month  and  it  includes 
the  same  gambling  prohibition. 

"The  Coast  Miwoks  are  part  of  our  history,"  said  Woolsey.  "Restoring 
the  tribe's  federal  status  must  succeed  --  both  to  honor  our  past  and 
enrich  our  future." 
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Tribe  Makes  Great  Strides 

By  Iliana  Limon  Dournal  Staff  Writer 

One  of  the  proudest  moments  in  Gerald  Gray  Sr.'s  life  came  last 
month  when  his  family's  Indian  tribe  received  preliminary  federal 
recognition  after  a 109-year  wait. 

Gray,  an  Albuquerque  businessman,  has  five  children  who  are 
descendants  of  the  Little  Shell  Tribe,  which  is  based  in  Great  Falls, 
Mont . 

The  recognition  means  tribal  members  will  be  eligible  for  health, 
education  and  housing  benefits. 

Gray  said  it  was  a shame  the  federal  government  made  the 
tribal-recognition  process  so  difficult. 

"A  lot  of  people  suffered  while  bureaucrats  dragged  their  feet 
for  no  reason,"  he  said.  "My  only  regret  is  that  my  father  and  a lot 
of  other  people  who  worked  really  hard  to  see  the  Little  Shell  Tribe 
recognized  never  lived  to  see  it  happen." 

Gray  said  the  tribe  lost  its  federal  status  in  the  late  1800s, 
when  its  chief,  Thomas  Littleshell,  refused  to  sell  the  tribe's  land 
to  the  government.  Despite  Littleshell ' s protest,  the  tribe  lost  its 
land . 

Tribal  members  fought  the  government's  decision  to  take  their 


land  for  the  next  100  years.  In  1984,  a committee  began  gathering 
proof  for  its  case  that  the  Little  Shell  Tribe  was  part  of  the 
Chippewa  and  Cree  Nations  and  should  be  recognized. 

One  of  Gray's  children,  Gerald  Gray  Dr.,  said  he  is  proud  his 
Tribe  has  finally  received  recognition. 

"It  has  been  a long  time  coming,"  said  Gray  Dr.,  a Little  Shell 
Indian  and  a researcher  and  planner  at  the  family  business,  G&G 
Advertising.  "It's  funny  how  the  federal  government  can  take  away  a 
group  of  people's  identity." 

Gray  Sr.  grew  up  in  Montana  as  a member  of  the  Blackfoot  Tribe 
because  his  mother  was  a member  of  the  recognized  group.  His  father 
was  a Little  Shell,  giving  him  the  chance  to  grow  up  witnessing  life 
in  both  tribes. 

"My  father  and  all  the  Little  Shell  people  experienced  severe 
discrimination  from  both  whites  and  recognized  Indian  tribes,"  he 
said.  "My  father  couldn't  get  a job  on  the  Blackfoot  Reservation 
because  he  was  Little  Shell." 

Gray  said  his  children  work  at  the  family  business  and  don't  plan 
to  take  advantage  of  most  of  the  benefits  they  are  now  eligible  to 
receive. 

"There  are  so  many  people  out  there  who  grew  up  like  I did  in  a 
one-bedroom  shack  with  cardboard  walls,  no  running  water  and  an 
outdoor  restroom,  and  they  need  the  help  more  than  my  family  does," 
he  said. 

Roger  Salois,  Little  Shell  tribal  council  first  vice  president, 
said  staff  working  on  the  rigorous  process  of  gaining  recognition 
from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  included  six  anthropologists,  a few 
attorneys  and  the  staffs  of  several  nonprofit  organizations. 

The  bureau  sent  the  group  back  several  times  before  granting 
preliminary  recognition. 

Salois  said  the  group  should  receive  an  official  summary  of 
preliminary  recognition  soon.  Then  the  tribe  will  have  a six-month 
comment  period. 

The  preliminary  recognition  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Federal 
Register,  where  it  will  be  reviewed  for  three  months  before  given 
final  approval.  Salois  said  no  tribe  that  has  earned  preliminary 
recognition  has  been  denied  full  recognition  status. 

All  content  copyright  c.  ABQDournal.com  and  Albuquerque  Dournal  and 
may  not  be  republished  without  permission.  Requests  for  permission  to 
republish,  or  to  copy  and  distribute  must  be  obtained  at  the  the 
Albuquerque  Publishing  Co.  Library,  505-823-3492. 
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BIA  sets  meeting  on  recognition  of  2 local  tribes 
State  officials,  town  and  tribal  leaders  to  attend 
By  Eileen  McNamara 
6/7/2000 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  scheduled  to  meet  with  state  officials, 
leaders  of  two  local  tribes  and  the  elected  leaders  of  Preston,  Ledyard  and 
North  Stonington  next  month  to  discuss  the  agency's  preliminary  recognition 
of  the  Eastern  Pequots  and  Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequots. 

The  BIA  has  agreed  to  meet  with  the  officials  Duly  28,  in  response  to  the 
state's  request  for  a "technical  assistance"  meeting  to  seek  more 
information  on  how  the  agency  reached  its  preliminary  determination  in 
March  that  the  two  tribes  met  the  federal  criteria  for  recognition. 

In  a letter  to  Attorney  General  Richard  Blumenthal  on  Friday,  Duane  Bird 


Bear,  the  BIA's  director  of  tribal  services,  said  the  meeting  would  be  held 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  also  would  be  open  to  the  tribes,  town  officials 
and  the  public.  However,  only  Blumenthal,  the  towns  and  the  tribes,  as  well 
as  their  lawyers,  would  be  allowed  to  ask  questions. 

The  meeting  is  allowed  under  the  BIA's  rules  for  "interested  third 
parties"  who  seek  information  once  the  BIA  issues  a proposed  finding  on  a 
petition.  Blumenthal  last  month  filed  a request  for  the  meeting,  which  will 
include  the  BIA  researchers  who  studied  the  Paucatuck  Eastern  and  Eastern 
Pequot  petitions.  It  is  designed  as  a "fact-finding"  session  and  BIA 
officials  will  not  accept  any  new  information  from  the  state,  towns  or 
tribes . 

In  his  letter  to  Blumenthal,  Bird  Bear  said  an  agenda  the  state  sent  the 
BIA  with  its  request  for  the  meeting  is  too  broad.  He  asked  that  Blumenthal 
narrow  the  focus  of  his  questions. 

In  his  letter  to  the  agency,  Blumenthal  outlined  several  topics  that  he 
wants  more  information  on,  such  as  what  evidence  the  BIA  used  to  determine 
that  both  tribes  descend  from  the  historic  Eastern  Pequot  tribe,  how  it 
determined  that  19th  century  ancestors  claimed  by  both  groups  were  Pequot 
Indians  and  an  explanation  of  why  the  public  documents  of  that  era  contain 
conflicting  ethnic  identifications  of  those  ancestors. 

The  BIA  is  required  to  hold  only  one  such  meeting,  though  its  guidelines 
say  the  towns,  state  and  tribe  can  request  additional  sessions. 

The  towns  this  week  also  sent  a letter  to  Blumenthal  asking  for  his  help 
in  getting  the  original  map  that  designated  the  Mashantucket  Pequots' 
reservation  boundaries  when  that  tribe  was  recognized  by  Congress  in  1983. 
Citing  allegations  in  the  book  "Without  Reservation,"  which  said  Congress 
was  duped  by  the  tribe  into  granting  the  Mashantuckets  a larger  reservation 
than  it  deserved,  the  town  leaders  said  they  sought  the  map  from  Secretary 
of  the  State  Susan  Bysiewicz  and  were  "deeply  concerned"  to  learn  that  all 
the  state  has  on  file  is  a photocopy.  The  original  map  shows  the 
reservation  boundaries  outlined  in  red. 

The  letter  is  signed  by  Preston  First  Selectman  Robert  M.  Congdon, 

Ledyard  Mayor  Wesley  3.  Johnson  and  North  Stonington  First  Selectman 
Nicholas  H.  Mullane  II.  The  three  town  leaders  said  in  their  letter  to 
Blumenthal  that  they  believe  the  tribe  has  the  original  map  and  that  it 
was  never  disclosed  to  the  Ledyard  landowners  who  were  sued  by  the  tribe 
in  the  1970s. 
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Alert!  BIA's  proposed  rule  on  Certificates  of  Degree  of  Indian  Blood 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  recently  published  in  the  Federal  Register  a 
proposed  rule  that  establishes  the  documentation  requirements  and 
standards  for  filing,  processing,  and  issuing  a Certificate  of  Degree  of 
Indian  Blood  ("CDIB").  See  65  FR  20775-20787  (April  18,  2000).  The 
proposed  rule  sets  forth  the  policies  and  standards  that  will  allow  the 
Bureau  to  issue,  amend,  or  invalidate  CDIBs.  The  deadline  for  comments  on 
the  proposed  rule  is  Duly  17,  2000. 

We  are  concerned  that  the  Bureau  has  not  scheduled  a consultation 
session  on  the  proposed  rule  in  California  where  it  may,  in  fact,  have  its 
greatest  impact.  This  appears  to  be  a consistent  pattern  on  the  Bureau's 
behalf.  California  tribes  are  continually  placed  in  the  position  of  either 
going  out  of  state  to  comment  on  proposed  Bureau  rules,  or  demanding  that 
a separate  consultation  be  conducted  within  California. 

CILS  urges  all  California  Tribal  Leaders  to  address  this  issue 
immediately.  We  have  provided  our  clients  with  a sample  letter  to  the 
Bureau  requesting  that  it  conduct  a separate  consultation  session  in 
California.  Please  send  the  letter  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you  have  not 


received  a copy  of  that  letter  and  would  like  to  receive  one,  please  call 
(800)  829-0284,  Ext.  312,  and  leave  your  name  and  mailing  address  or  fax 
number.  If  you  need  further  information  on  the  proposed  rule  or  assistance 
in  preparing  comments,  please  contact  your  local  CHS  office. 

Preliminary  Analysis  of  Proposed  Rule 

Based  on  our  initial  review  of  the  proposed  rule,  it  appears  that  the 
Bureau  intends  to  use  this  rule  as  a means  of  limiting  access  to  federal 
Indian  programs  and  services  to  only  those  Indians  who  possess  the  blood 
of  federally  recognized  tribes  where  some  degree  of  Indian  blood  is  either 
a stated  or  implied  requirement  of  program  eligibility.  Our  initial 
concern  is  that  adoption  of  such  a rule  could  result  in  many  California 
Indians  being  treated  as  non-Indians  for  federal  purposes  and  is  an 
indirect  way  of  restricting  eligibility  for  federal  Indian  programs  and 
services  and  therefore  the  Bureau's  Indian  service  population  in 
California . 

We  intend  to  conduct  a more  searching  analysis  of  the  proposed  rule  and 
its  implications  for  California  Indians  and  tribes  and  to  submit 
comprehensive  comments  in  response  to  the  proposed  rule.  In  the  meantime, 
the  following  is  a brief  summary  of  our  initial  thoughts  about  the  major 
issues  raised  by  the  proposed  rule. 

The  Bureau  appears  to  be  using  the  proposed  rule  as  a means  to 
unilaterally  "amend"  both  federal  statutory  and  regulatory  provisions 
without  congressional  oversight  or  formal  rulemaking  with  respect  to 
specific  programs  and  services. 

The  eligibility  requirements  for  a number  of  federal  Indian  programs  are 
based  on  statutes  or  regulations  that  include  a stated  degree  of  Indian 
blood  (e.g.,  25  CFR  40.1  - Higher  Education  Grants,  which  has  a one- 
quarter  Indian  blood  quantum  requirement;  Section  19  of  the  Indian 
Reorganization  Act  ("IRA"),  25  U.S.C.  479  - "persons  of  one-half  or  more 
Indian  blood")  or  imply  that  some  degree  of  Indian  blood  is  required  (e.g., 
the  Snyder  Act,  25  U.S.C.  13  - "Indians  throughout  the  United  States";  25 
U.S.C.  334  - Allotment  of  public  domain  land  to  "any  Indian  not  residing 
upon  a reservation").  In  the  past,  the  Bureau's  calculation  of  Indian 
blood  for  purposes  of  Snyder  Act  programs,  the  IRA,  the  Allotment  Act  and 
other  purposes,  was  based  on  blood  derived  from  both  federally  recognized 
and  non-federally  recognized  tribes.  The  proposed  rule,  which  authorizes 
the  Bureau  to  "issue,  amend,  or  invalidate"  CDIBs,  would  allow  the  Bureau 
to  recalculate  Indian  blood  degree  based  solely  on  the  blood  of  federally 
recognized  tribes  and  effectively  determine  that  individuals  who  were 
Indians  yesterday  are  no  longer  considered  Indians  for  federal  purposes. 

The  Bureau's  recalculation  of  the  blood  quantum  of  members  of  federally 
recognized  tribes  could  raise  questions  about  the  eligibility  of  such 
persons  for  tribal  membership  if  the  recalculated  blood  quantum  falls 
below  the  minimum  tribal  blood  quantum  requirement. 

A number  of  California  Indian  tribes  rely  on  the  Bureau's  calculation  of 
Indian  blood  degree  in  determining  eligibility  for  tribal  membership.  In 
some  cases,  the  Indian  blood  degree  requirement  for  tribal  membership 
(whether  it  be  in  a tribal  constitution  or  ordinance)  may  not  specify 
whether  the  blood  must  be  that  of  a federally  recognized  tribe) . As 
mentioned  above,  the  Bureau's  Indian  blood  quantum  calculation  underlying 
such  determinations  of  membership  may  well  include  Indian  blood  derived 
from  both  federally  recognized  and  non-federally  recognized  tribes.  The 
likelihood  of  this  is  probably  higher  in  California  than  elsewhere  because 
of  the  large  number  of  non-federally  recognized  tribes  (both  terminated 
and  unacknowledged  tribes)  in  California.  If  the  proposed  rule  is  adopted, 
the  Bureau's  recalculation  of  Indian  blood  quantum  could  raise  questions 
about  the  eligibility  of  such  individuals  for  tribal  membership  if  the 
recalculated  blood  quantum  falls  below  the  minimum  tribal  blood  quantum 
requirement.  Although  the  Bureau's  calculation  would  not  be  binding  on  the 
tribe  in  determining  tribal  membership,  it  could  jeopardize  the  membership 
status  of  such  individuals  and  their  lineal  descendants. 

The  proposed  rule  attempts  to  restrict  the  scope  of  the  United  States' 
trust  obligations  to  Indian  people  to  only  those  individuals  who  possess 
the  blood  of  a federally  recognized  tribe  in  violation  of  numerous  federal 


statutes  and  regulations , as  well  as  the  Bureau's  own  policies  and 
practices . 

The  Allotment  Act,  the  Snyder  Act,  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act,  and 
other  federal  statutes  and  regulations  spanning  more  than  a century,  as 
well  as  the  Bureau's  own  policies  and  practices,  confirm  that  the  trust 
obligations  of  the  United  States  to  Indian  people  are  not  restricted  to 
members  of  federally  recognized  tribes.  Notwithstanding  these  authorities, 
the  Bureau  has  used  its  administrative  authority  in  the  area  of  Indian 
affairs  to  "reinterpret"  these  authorities  and  effectively  disenfranchise 
Indians  who  are  not  members  of  federally  recognized  tribes.  The  most 
disturbing  aspect  of  this  major  shift  in  Bureau  policy  is  that  much  of  it 
has  been  accomplished  through  indirect  means  that  attract  little  or  no 
congressional  scrutiny  or  tribal  opposition  because  the  real  issue  - the 
scope  of  the  United  States'  trust  obligation  to  Indian  people,  especially 
as  to  Indians  who  are  not  "federally  recognized"  - is  never  dealt  with  in 
a direct,  forthright  manner.  Instead,  the  Bureau  has  used  methods,  such  as 
this  proposed  rule  on  CDIB,  to  indirectly  resolve  the  issue  without 
specifically  addressing  it. 

By  restricting  the  CDIB  to  the  blood  of  federally  recognized  tribes,  the 
proposed  rule  will  serve  to  perpetuate  the  Bureau's  underfunding  of  Indian 
programs  and  services  in  California. 

Because  of  the  unique  history  of  Federal-Indian  relations  in  California, 
many  California  Indians  are  not  members;  and  do  not  possess  the  blood  of 
those  tribes  that  the  Bureau  lists  as  federally-recognized . This  unique 
history  includes  the  unratified  treaties  and  dispossession  of  California 
tribes  of  their  aboriginal  homelands;  the  widespread  use  of  public  domain 
allotments  as  a "substitute"  for  tribal  homelands;  the  acquisition  of 
tribal  trust  lands  ("rancherias")  for  "homeless  California  Indians";  the 
termination  of  the  rancherias  under  the  Rancheria  Act;  the  subsequent 
restoration  of  the  federally  recognized  status  of  many  of  the  affected 
tribes  and  their  members  and  the  use  of  a plaintiff  class  consisting  of 
the  "Indians  of  California"  in  the  California  Indian  Claims  cases.  These 
historical  events  spawned  federal  laws,  policies,  and  internal  Bureau 
practices  that  shaped  and  determined  the  contours  of  the  Federal 
Government's  dealings  with  the  California  Indians.  All  too  often  these 
authorities  have  blurred  and  confused  issues  of  tribal  and  individual 
Indian  status  in  California.  For  years  the  California  tribes  (both 
federally  recognized  and  non-federally  recognized)  have  contended  that  the 
Bureau  significantly  undercounts  its  service  population  in  California 
because  it  excludes  California  Indians  who  are  rightfully  included  within 
the  scope  of  the  Bureau's  trust  obligations,  including  California  Indians 
who  meet  the  broad  definition  of  "California  Indian"  in  25  U.S.C.  1679, 
which  defines  those  Indians  who  are  eligible  for  Indian  health  care 
benefits.  See  also,  Malone  v.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  38  F.3d  433  (9th 
Cir.  1994).  By  restricting  the  CDIB  to  the  blood  of  federally  recognized 
tribes,  the  Bureau  is  taking  the  position  that  it  can  ignore  any  Indian 
blood  derived  from  a California  tribe  that  is  not  federally  recognized  for 
purposes  of  determining  the  eligibility  of  individuals  for  federal  Indian 
programs  and  services  based  upon  their  status  as  American  Indians  or 
Alaskan  Natives.  This  position,  if  unchallenged,  will  serve  to  perpetuate 
the  Bureau's  underfunding  of  Indian  programs  and  services  in  California  by 
illegally  restricting  the  numbers  of  Indians  included  in  the  California 
Indian  service  population. 

The  proposed  rule  ignores  the  findings  and  recommendations  of  the 
Advisory  Council  on  California  Indian  Policy  regarding  the  need  for  a 
uniform  definition  of  "California  Indian"  for  purposes  of  determining 
eligibility  for  federal  Indian  programs  and  services. 

The  Advisory  Council  on  California  Indian  Policy  Act  of  1992,  Pub.  L. 
102-416  (October  4,  1992),  as  amended  by  P.L.  104-109  (February  12,  1996), 
established  a statewide  Indian  Council  consisting  of  representatives  of 
California's  federally  recognized,  terminated  and  unacknowledged  tribes. 
Section  5(3)  of  the  Act  specifically  directed  the  Council  to  conduct  a 
comprehensive  study  of  the  social,  economic,  and  political  status  of 
California  Indians;  the  effectiveness  of  those  policies  and  programs  of 
the  United  States  that  affect  California  Indians;  and  the  services  and 


facilities  being  provided  to  California  Indian  Tribes,  compared  to  those 
being  provided  to  Indian  tribes  nationwide.  The  Advisory  Council  submitted 
its  reports  to  Congress  in  September  1997,  including  recommendations 
related  to  the  status  and  eligibility  of  California  Indians  for  federal 
Indian  programs  and  services.  The  Advisory  Council  recommended  that  the 
Bureau  adopt  the  definition  of  "California  Indian"  used  by  the  Indian 
Health  Service  (25  U.S.C.  1679).  That  definition  includes  California 
Indians  whose  Indian  blood  quantum  is  derived  exclusively  from  non- 
federally  recognized  California  tribes  and  California  Indians  whose  Indian 
blood  quantum  is  derived  from  both  federally  recognized  and  non-federally 
recognized  California  tribes,  but  who  are  not  members  of  a federally 
recognized  tribe.  Adoption  of  the  proposed  rule  may  result  in  many  of 
these  Indians  being  considered  non-Indians  for  purposes  of  those  Indian 
programs  and  services  administered  by  the  Bureau,  in  clear  contradiction 
of  the  Advisory  Council's  recommendations  to  Congress  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior. 

Larry  Kibby  - nativeamerican@representative.com  >> 
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Tribes  disagree  with  IRS  not  accepting  C.D.I.B.  cards 
By  Liz  Gray 

Six  Oklahoma  Tribes  are  voicing  their  opinion  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  on  their  disapproval  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  determining 
who  qualifies  as  an  Indian  for  the  Tax  Payer  Relief  Act  of  1997. 

The  Act,  which  is  designed  to  attract  industry  to  the  tribal 
jurisdictional  areas  of  Oklahoma,  provides  tax  incentives  if  a company 
hires  a Native  American  and/or  if  the  company  builds  within  the 
jurisdictional  boundaries.  But  because  the  law  states  that  a qualifying 
employee  is  "an  enrolled  member  of  an  Indian  tribe  or  the  spouse  of  an 
enrolled  member  of  an  Indian  tribe,"  the  audit  office  of  the  I.R.S.  will 
not  accept  a CDIB  (Certificate  Degree  of  Indian  Blood)  card. 

Tribal  officials  of  the  Delaware,  Modoc  and  Ottawa  Tribes  of  Oklahoma 
sent  letters  to  Assistant  Secretary  Kevin  Gover  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  requesting  assistance  on  the  matter.  The  letters  give  two  reasons 
why  the  tribal  officials  disagree  with  the  IRS: 

This  position  denies  the  important  evidence  of  original  enrollment  or 
tribal  citizenship  constituted  by  the  CDIB  card.  This  position  attacks 
the  sovereignty  of  the  tribes  in  determining  tribal  citizenship.  The 
Quapaw,  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Tribes  are  also  planning  to  send  similar 
letters  to  Gover. 

At  an  economic  development  meeting  that  was  sponsored  by  the  Modoc  Tribe 
and  designed  to  bring  local  industry  and  tribes  together,  Barbara  Fragos, 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  explained  how  the  IRS  came  to  their 
decision,  stating  that  the  IRS  spoke  to  a BIA  solicitor  and  an  Oklahoma 
tribal  leader  to  determine  a person  can  not  always  be  a "tribal  member"  if 
they  have  a CDIB  card.  Because  of  privacy  issues,  Fragos  would  not  give 
the  name  of  the  tribe  the  IRS  spoke  with. 

"The  CDIB  is  evidence  of  a person's  Indian  heritage,  that  by  itself  does 
not  make  them  an  enrolled  member  as  determined  by  their  tribe,"  said 
Barbara  Fragos,  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service. 

Arguments  on  the  issue  flared  up  as  questions  and  opinions  were  voiced 
in  the  meeting. 


"This  interferes  with  tribal  sovereignty/'  said  Chairman  Ed  Rogers  of 
the  Quapaw  Tribe.  "Why  is  the  IRS  determining  who  is  Indian?" 

The  Tax  Payer  Relief  Act  of  '97  is  based  on  the  Indian  Financing  Act 
that  states  that  an  "Indian"  means  any  person  who  is  a member  of  any 
Indian  tribe,  band,  group,  pueblo,  or  community,  which  is  recognized  by 
the  Federal  Government  as  eligible  for  services  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

According  to  Don  Dackson  of  Chambers  & Dackson,  an  accounting  firm  from 
Ardmore,  OK,  who  helped  bring  awareness  of  the  Tax  Incentive  to  Oklahoma, 
stated  that  out  of  the  other  33  qualifying  states,  Oklahoma  is  the  only 
state  required  to  provide  more  than  a CDIB  card  as  proof  of  "tribal 
membership. " 

"If  government  services  such  as  I.H.S.  (Indian  Flealth  Service)  and  HUD 
(Flousing  and  Urban  Development)  accept  a CDIB  Card,  then  why  can't  the 
IRS?"  asks  lackson.  "By  this  selective  enforcement,  it  appears  the  IRS  is 
trying  to  frustrate  the  intent  of  the  law  bringing  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Tribes  in  to  the  economic  mainstream." 

Many  tribes  of  Oklahoma,  such  as  the  Osage,  do  not  have  tribal 
membership  cards  but  use  the  CDIB  card  to  determine  membership.  Even 
though  this  is  common,  the  IRS  will  not  recognize  these  Native  American's 
as  qualifying  employees  for  the  Tax  Credit  unless  newly  created 
documentation  is  provided. 

"That's  not  the  position  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,"  said 
Assistant  Secretary  Kevin  Gover.  "Obviously  we  are  going  to  have  to  work 
with  the  Treasury  Department  to  get  it  right." 

For  tribes  who  use  the  CDIB  Card  to  determine  their  membership,  or  for 
those  tribal  members  who  qualify  for  a tribal  membership  card  but  do  not 
have  one,  the  IRS  is  requiring  additional  documentation  from  the  tribe's 
registration  office  proving  that  they  are  a tribal  member.  Because  this 
documentation  has  been  required  for  thousands  of  Native  American  employees 
throughout  Oklahoma,  many  tribal  registration  offices  are  hiring 
additional  employees  to  keep  up  with  the  demand  from  companies  applying 
for  the  tax  credit. 

Rex  Hackler,  press  secretary  for  Gover  stated  that  his  office  is  "red 
flagging"  the  issue  and  is  preparing  to  receive  the  letters  from  the 
participating  tribes. 
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Tribal  rolls  changing 
06/09/2000 
By  David  Zizzo 
Staff  Writer 

Thirteen  over  32.  Seventeen  over  128.  The  other  day,  Darlene 
Pritchett  saw  a 49  over  128.  "Who  dreamed  up  that?"  she  wonders. 

Pritchett  is  talking  about  being  American  Indian,  or  what's 
considered  Indian  these  days.  As  lead  certification  clerk  for  the 
Cherokee  Nation,  Pritchett  sees  numbers  like  this  all  the  time.  Even 
if  she's  not  sure  how  they  were  arrived  at. 

They're  "blood  quantum"  numbers.  Fractions  based  on  ancestry. 

Measures  of  purity  of  Indian  race. 

Purity  --  and  "descendancy"  --  have  been  issues  for  many  Indians  for 
at  least  a century.  That's  how  long  ago  the  Dawes  Commission  placed 
Indians  on  "rolls,"  lists  of  tribe  members.  Today,  Indians  and  people 
who  claim  to  be  Indians  must  be  able  to  trace  their  lineage  back  to 
those  rolls. 

Oklahoma's  recognized  tribe  membership 
Absentee  Shawnee  Tribe  --  3,254 
Alabama  Quassarte  Tribal  Town  --425 


Apache  Tribe  --1,802 

Caddo  Tribe  --  3,969 

Cherokee  Nation  --  207,790 

Cheyenne-Arapaho  Tribes  --  13,411 

Chickasaw  Nation  --  38,000 

Choctaw  Nation  --  116,633 

Citizen  Potawatomi  Nation  --  24,666 

Comanche  Tribe  --  9,500 

Delaware  Nation  --  1,284 

Delaware  Tribe  of  Indians  --  10,700 

Eastern  Shawnee  Tribe  --  2,012 

Fort  Sill  Apache  Tribe  --  431 

Iowa  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  --  475 

Kaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma  --  2,347 

Kialegee  Tribal  Town  --  550 

Kickapoo  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  --  2,700 

Kiowa  Tribe  --  11,000 

Miami  Nation  --  2,079 

Modoc  Tribe  --  200 

Muscogee  (Creek)  Nation  --  46,600 

Osage  Nation  --  15,162 

Otoe-Missouria  --  1,493 

Ottawa  Tribe  --  2,218 

Pawnee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  --  2,532 

Peoria  Tribe  of  Indians  of  Oklahoma  --  2,626 

Ponca  Tribe  --  2,503 

Quapaw  Tribe  --  2,600 

Sac  & Fox  Nation  --  2,874 

Seminole  Nation  --  12,523 

Seneca-Cayuga  Tribes  --  3,465 

Thlopthlocco  Tribal  Town  --  601 

Tonkawa  Tribe  --  378 

United  Keetoowah  Band  of  Cherokees  --  4,646 
Wichita  & Affiliated  Tribes  --  2,011 
Wyandotte  Tribe  --  3,600 
Total  --  559,060 

FROM  THE  OKLAHOMA  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  COMMISSION 

If  they  can,  they  can  get  a federal  "certified  degree  of  Indian 
blood"  card,  what  one  tribal  member  called  an  "Indian  ATM  card."  The 
card,  and  tribal  membership,  can  qualify  a person  for  benefits  -- 
health  care,  food,  property,  housing,  jobs,  education,  even  cash, 

Indian  people  say. 

This  is  all  aside  from  the  question  of  whether  tribes  should  blend 
with  the  rest  of  America  or  try  to  maintain  separate  cultures. 

Tribes  view  purity  and  descendancy  in  different  ways.  With  39 
federally  recognized  tribes  in  Oklahoma,  differences  can  become 
confusing. 

For  instance,  some  tribes,  Cherokees  for  example,  require  only  that 
members  prove  descendancy  --  that  a lineal  ancestor  was  on  the  rolls. 
Sounds  simple.  It  isn't.  For  one  thing,  rolls  list  17  3ohn  Smiths. 

"Heaven  forbid  if  your  great  grandfather  was  3ohn  Smith,"  Pritchett 
said . 

Other  tribes  have  minimum  blood  quantum  levels  to  qualify  for 
benefits,  or  maybe  to  qualify  just  for  some  benefits,  like  free 
burial.  Absentee  Shawnees,  for  example,  have  a one-quarter  minimum 
blood  quantum.  Some  tribes  in  New  Mexico  require  at  least  one-half. 

Some  tribes  accept  ancestry  only  in  their  own  tribe  in  figuring  blood 
quantum,  others  might  accept  ancestry  in  certain  other  tribes  as  part 
of  their  minimums. 

Russell  Ellis,  secretary  of  the  Absentee  Shawnee  Tribe,  is  a 
full-blood  tribal  member.  Four  of  his  children  married  non-  Indians 
and  the  other  two  married  Indians  from  different  tribes.  Some 
grandchildren  will  be  half  Shawnee,  a quarter  Delaware  and  a quarter 
Seminole,  some  will  be  half  Shawnee  and  half  whatever.  And  so  on. 


In  another  generation  Ellis  will  need  a computer  to  figure 
percentages,  descendancy  and  tribal  affiliation  in  his  family  alone, 
much  less  keeping  track  of  other  tribal  members'  offspring. 

It  can  lead  to  a situation  where  someone  is  full-blood  Indian,  but 
not  have  enough  minimum  quantum  level  to  belong  to  any  particular 
tribe,  Ellis  said. 

Confusion  aside,  there's  a more  basic  problem  many  Indians  see  in  all 
this . 

"We're  losing  our  identity  as  Indians,"  said  Glen  Cornelius,  an 
automation  clerk  for  the  Seminole  Nation's  headquarters  in  Wewoka. 
"Indian  people  are  becoming  extinct." 

The  problem  is  marriage.  Indians  or  people  who  are  part  Indian  don't 
always  marry  other  Indians. 

"Every  marriage  dilutes  the  blood  here,"  Ellis  said. 

Some  Indians  seem  to  value  purity  more  than  others.  Some  push  to  tie 
purity  to  distribution  of  benefits.  Regardless  of  what  anyone  feels 
about  it,  the  whole  purity  battle  is  a loser.  Ellis  knows  that. 

Most  full-blood  Indians  are  either  dead  or  beyond  child-bearing  age, 
he  said.  "Eventually,  it's  going  to  be  down  to  where  there  won't  be 
any  tribal  members  left." 

Purity  of  any  race  living  among  other  races  always  dilutes  with  time. 
Assimilation,  demographers  call  it.  "Basically  they  tend  to  become 
less  distinct  in  their  demographic  behavior,"  said  Ching  Li  Huang, 
population  expert  for  the  U.S.  Census. 

Meanwhile,  tribes  will  continue  to  struggle  over  philosophical  and 
practical  questions  of  culture  and  purity,  separation  and  blending. 
"Some  people  want  to  keep  it  as  pure  as  they  can,"  Cornelius  said. 

"Some  don't  care." 

Tribes  with  quantum  requirements  will  continue  to  ease  them  if  they 
want  to  keep  members.  And  quantum  numbers  will  get  stranger. 

These  days  Indian  tribes  are  registering  people  with  blood  quantums 
as  low  as  1 in  512,  many  of  whom  get  the  same  benefits  as  the  few 
remaining  full-blood  Indians.  Many  Indians  of  the  next  generation 
will  have  less  than  one-thousandth  Indian  blood.  As  Ellis  puts  it, 

"If  your  nose  bleeds  your  Indian  blood's  gone." 
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If  the  Republic  of  the  United  States  of  America  allows  an  Asian  (Yellow), 
An  African  (Black)  or  a European  (White)  to  immigrate  into  the  United 
States,  and  become  a non-Indian  American  then  why  not  allow  an  Indian  family 
to  allow  a non-Indian  to  marry  into  their  Indian  family  an  still  be  Indian? 

When  the  non-Indians  immigrates  into  the  United  States  they  become  a 
non-Indian,  nothing  more. 

If  we  cannot  allow  immigration  into  our  Indian  families  we  then  shoot  our 
own  foot . 

Blood  Quantum  is  just  a way  the  non-Indian  is  doing  away  with  the  Indians. 
I say  to  the  white  man  BIA,  "go  to  hell." 

Dim  Oyler 
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New  Indian  Band  Complicates  South  Delta  Land  Claims 
Bellett,  Gerry 
Vancouver  Sun 

A South  Delta  family's  attempts  to  become  involved  in  the  treaty  process 
and  pursue  land  claims  to  283  hectares  (700  acres)  of  Brunswick  Point  have 
been  rebuffed  by  the  B.C.  Treaty  Commission. 

"We've  returned  the  statement  of  intent  filed  by  the  Wilson  family 
saying  it  doesn't  sufficiently  show  a distinct  traditional  territory 
(being  claimed)  or  show  there  is  a governing  body  with  a mandate  from  the 
people  it  claims  to  represent/'  said  treaty  commission  official  Brian 
Mitchell.  "But  they  can  always  resubmit  later  if  they  can  address  those 
concerns."  That's  precisely  what  will  happen  later  this  month,  says  A1 
Grove,  a Victoria-based  consultant  who  works  for  the  family  that  has  now 
taken  the  title  of  the  Flwlitsum  First  Nation. 

"We'll  resubmit  it  and  I predict  that  by  the  end  of  a couple  of  months 

we'll  be  involved  in  the  treaty  process.  What  else  are  they  going  to  do 

with  250  people  who  are  as  entitled  as  anyone  to  be  part  of  it?"  he  asked. 

The  Flwlitsum  First  Nation  was  quickly  formed  when  commercial  fisherman 
Rocky  Wilson,  51,  was  finally  awarded  full  Indian  status  April  4, 
following  an  expensive  15-year  legal  battle  with  the  federal  government. 

The  decision  resulted  in  84  extended  family  members  being  placed  on  the 
status  Indian  registry.  That  total  will  rise  to  about  250  once  all  the 
paperwork  is  done,  said  Grove,  whose  company,  Evitan  Consultants,  is 
involved  in  processing  the  claims.  Wilson  has  been  elected  chief,  and  last 

week  was  accepted  as  a member  of  the  Union  of  B.C.  Indian  Chiefs.  The 

family  has  also  filed  papers  with  the  federal  Indian  affairs  department 
asking  to  be  officially  recognized  as  a band, 
http : //www. Vancouver sun . com/ 
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d'laan'te'..  If  the  Cree  Nation  community  (Bighead)  wins  this  case,  it'll 
jolt  quite  a few  folks  awake  right  across  the  country...  (hehehe) . . . . 
enjoy. . . 

(&  note  the  ref  to  the  Dohn  Sundown  Decision  I'd  written  about  a couple  of 

months  ago. . ) 

jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 


Band  fights  development  outside  reserve 

Animals  growing  scarce 

HEATHER  SCOFFIELD 

The  Globe  and  Mail  [Front  page] 

Monday,  Dune  5,  2000 

Doseph  Bighead  First  Nation,  Sask.  --  It's  been  at  least  a year  and  a 
half  since  Morris  Littlespruce  killed  a moose. 

The  slim,  54-year-old  hunter  and  trapper  used  to  haul  in  at  least  a 
couple  of  the  animals  every  year  to  feed  himself  and  his  family  on  this 
reserve  in  northwest  Saskatchewan.  Lately,  he's  had  to  turn  to  small  game, 
fish  and  store-bought  hamburger  instead. 

"There  are  no  more  animals  there,"  he  says,  pointing  into  the  spindly 
northern  forest  that  surrounds  his  house  on  three  sides.  He  has  just  come 


in  from  hunting,  and  leans  his  antique  gun  up  against  his  muddy  rubber 
boots  and  sighs.  "Some  of  these  good  hunting  spots  --  now,  we  can't  go  in 
there  because  they  are  in  the  way." 

"They"  are  the  natural  gas  and  forestry  companies,  the  provincial  and 
federal  governments  and  the  non-aboriginal  outfitters  who  are  now  the 
target  of  an  aggressive  and  unique  lawsuit  launched  by  the  Doseph  Bighead 
First  Nation. 

The  band  says  the  companies,  governments  and  white  hunters  have  destroyed 
the  environment  around  the  reserve.  The  band  says  the  devastation  is  so 
great  that  its  treaty  is  now  worthless.  It  is  suing  to  make  them  stop. 

The  lawsuit  has  only  just  begun,  but  the  implications  are  broad.  At  a 
local  level,  if  the  band  of  700  people  wins,  the  companies  would  have  to 
pull  out  and  the  governments  would  have  to  place  conservation  and 
aboriginal  concerns  ahead  of  industrial  development  to  enable  the  Doseph 
Bighead  people  to  live  a traditional  life. 

On  a wider,  national  level,  a win  could  mean  that  governments  must  assure 
natives  across  Canada  that  their  traditional  hunting  grounds  are  kept 
intact.  The  repercussions  for  natural  resource  companies  and  for  land 
management  in  Canada  could  be  enormous. 

"They've  shone  a spotlight  on  the  issue  of  traditional  aboriginal  land 
use  and  the  whole  issue  of  natural  resource  development,"  said  Rick 
Laliberte,  the  NDP  member  of  Parliament  for  the  area  around  the  Bighead 
reserve. 

Only  50  years  ago,  the  Doseph  Bighead  First  Nation  lived  off  the  land, 
eating  moose,  fish,  berries  and  roots,  and  using  wild  herbs  for 
medication . 

Now,  the  troubled,  impoverished  Cree  community  is  heavily  dependent  on 
welfare  and  poisoned  by  alcoholism,  vandalism,  mental  and  physical  health 
problems  and  a sense  of  hopelessness.  The  reserve  is  dotted  with  boarded 
up,  burned-out  houses.  The  Littlespruces  still  have  no  running  water  piped 
into  their  house. 

"The  government  has  stomped  all  over  us  when  we  kept  saying  'No,'  " says 
Mr.  Littlespruce ' s wife,  Sandi,  who  has  just  taken  a break  from  skinning 
two  beavers.  "It's  like  a wild  animal.  You  push  him  into  a corner  and 
he'll  attack." 

The  case  builds  on  a recent  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  victory  won  by  Dohn 
Sundown,  a Doseph  Bighead  band  member  who  was  granted  permission  to  keep 
his  hunting  cabin  in  the  middle  of  the  provincial  park.  The  Supreme  Court 
decision  gave  the  band,  and  other  natives,  the  right  to  establish 
settlements  in  traditional  hunting  territory  --  recognizing  treaty  rights 
over  resources  and  land  outside  reserve  boundaries. 

Now,  the  Bighead  reserve  argues  that  its  treaty  signed  with  the  Queen  in 
1876  has  become  meaningless.  Under  the  treaty,  Canada  promised  to  make 
sure  that  the  natives'  way  of  life  would  be  kept  intact  and  that  band 
members  would  be  able  to  continue  hunting,  fishing,  trapping  and  gathering 
as  before. 

"We  believe  our  treaty  is  a sacred  agreement,"  Chief  Ernest  Sundown  says. 
"For  us,  it  means  life." 

Canada  has  looked  the  other  way  while  the  province  and  industry  have 
steadily  encroached  on  the  Doseph  Bighead  traditional  way  of  life,  the 
band  argues.  The  lumber  industry  has  taken  out  chunks  of  the  forest  and 
has  plans  to  continue  harvesting  for  the  next  100  years.  Seismic  testing 
for  natural  gas  sends  tremors  through  the  ground,  and  the  testers  cut 
straight  paths  through  the  bush  that  allow  white  hunters  easy  access  to 
the  animals  in  the  fall. 

In  a statement  of  claim  filed  earlier  this  year,  the  natives  demanded 
that  all  forestry  activity,  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  sport  hunting  and 
fishing  stop  immediately.  They  want  compensation  for  all  the  damage  done 
to  their  traditional  hunting  and  trapping  grounds  in  the  past.  And  they 
want  the  province  and  Ottawa  to  come  up  with  a solid  plan  to  protect 
wildlife  in  the  future. 

For  Sandi  and  Morris  Littlespruce,  the  treaty  means  they  should  be  able 
to  feed  their  family  through  hunting,  trapping  and  picking  wild  berries  and 
roots.  They  should  be  able  to  go  off  into  the  woods  with  their  horses, 
track  down  a moose  or  two,  and  live  in  the  bush  for  a few  weeks  every 


summer. 

They  still  try,  but  it's  getting  harder.  They  have  to  go  further  and 
further  away  to  find  game,  and  game  is  no  longer  the  moose  they  grew  up 
on.  It's  mainly  deer  --  considered  small  and  second-rate  --  geese  or  other 
birds  as  well  as  fish.  And  the  medicinal  plants  that  Mrs.  Littlespruce 
used  to  find  in  the  woods  quite  easily  are  scarcer. 

"They're  trying  to  take  everything  away  from  us,"  Mr.  Littlespruce  says, 
explaining  why  the  band  was  so  exasperated  and  launched  a lawsuit. 

The  family  lives  a colourful  mix  of  modern  and  traditional  cultures. 
Behind  the  modest,  vinyl-sided  house  is  a large  smoke  rack  handmade  from 
thin  logs,  perching  over  a fire  pit.  After  Mr.  Littlespruce  brings  home 
the  deer,  geese,  ducks  or  moose  --  if  he  finds  any  --  his  wife  preserves 
the  meat  for  months  by  smoking  it  on  the  rack. 

Many  of  the  hunters  at  Doseph  Bighead  go  hunting  on  modern  all-terrain 
vehicles,  but  Mr.  Littlespruce  prefers  to  use  a team  of  old  horses  that  he 
lets  run  wild  in  the  bush  behind  his  house. 

Guiding  him  in  his  decisions  is  a haunting  tale  an  elder  told  him  when  he 
was  little.  Government  people  were  coming  to  talk  to  them,  the  elder  said, 
and  they  would  tell  the  natives  they  should  get  rid  of  their  poverty  by 
exploiting  their  rich  land. 

Don't  fall  for  it,  the  elder  said. 

"The  elders  say  protect  it  for  your  grandchildren,"  Mr.  Littlespruce 
recalled.  "And  I will." 

Mr.  Littlespruce ' s pledge,  echoed  by  many  in  the  loseph  Bighead  band,  is 
the  driving  force  behind  their  aggressive  lawsuit.  They  reject  business 
and  entrepreneurial  efforts  to  make  a living  as  harmful  to  the  land.  And 
they  feel  the  lawsuit  is  the  only  way  open  to  them  to  protect  their 
traditional  hunting  grounds  for  future  generations. 

loseph  Bighead ' s steadfast,  spiritual  dedication  to  protecting  the  land 
and  preserving  a traditional  way  of  life  has  set  the  band  apart  from  many 
other  bands  in  the  area.  While  others  are  also  involved  in  quarrels  with 
natural  resource  companies  and  with  government  over  how  to  interpret 
treaties  and  agreements,  loseph  Bighead  goes  further. 

The  band  refuses  to  belong  to  any  organization,  not  even  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations  or  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations.  Those 
groups  are  too  willing  to  compromise  with  white  people,  and  their  treaties 
have  become  watered  down  as  a result.  Chief  Sundown  explains. 

"For  us,  money  has  never  been  an  issue.  If  it  had  been,  we  would  have 
settled,  and  been  a member  of  the  FSIN  and  so  on,"  he  said.  "It's  just  not 
an  issue  here.  Land  is  more  important  than  money  to  us.  . . . If  we 
maintain  this  land  and  the  animals  in  it,  we  can  survive." 

The  band  clings  to  its  traditional,  spiritual  beliefs.  Sweat  lodges, 
ceremonial  dances  and  the  worship  and  communication  with  nature  are 
central . 

"That  is  our  strong  point,  our  spiritual  beliefs.  They  are  tied  to  the 
land,"  Chief  Sundown  says.  "We  don't  want  to  be  assimilated." 
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70  Indians  sign  petition  in  tribal  war 

They  seek  to  recall  the  council  that  they  say  keeps  them  from  their 
homeland . 

By  George  Hostetter 
The  Fresno  Bee 
(Published  Dune  4,  2000) 

The  bitter  fight  over  tribal  membership  at  Table  Mountain  Rancheria 
always  pitted  outsiders  against  insiders.  Now  it's  a revolt. 

About  70  adult  Mono-Chukchansi  Indians  gathered  Saturday  afternoon  at 


Lost  Lake  to  sign  a petition  calling  for  the  recall  of  the  tribal 
council  that  they  think  has  illegally  kept  them  from  returning  to 
their  ancestral  homeland  at  Table  Mountain. 

The  petition-signers  are  part  of  a coalition  of  several  hundred 
Mono-Chukchansi  Indians  trying  to  return  to  the  rancheria  governed  by 
blood  relatives. 

Coalition  members  say  they  are  Table  Mountain  Indians  by  any  legal  or 
historical  definition;  the  Table  Mountain  Indians  in  charge  say  they 
aren't  because  they  supposedly  deserted  the  rancheria  decades  ago. 

At  stake  is  the  distribution  of  millions  of  dollars  of  annual  profits 
from  the  tribe's  Table  Mountain  Casino  above  Friant. 

The  recall  petition  is  blunt  in  its  allegations  against  council 
Chairwoman  Leanne  Walker-Grant , Vice  Chairman  Aaron  lones, 
Secretary/Treasurer  Craig  Martinez  and  members-at-large  Ray  Barnes 
and  Robbie  Castro. 

It  charges  them  with  "direct  violation"  of  tribal  members'  civil 
rights.  These  allegations  include  failure  to  uphold  the  welfare  of 
all  the  rancheria's  lineal  descendants , illegally  trying  to  strip  a 
majority  of  tribal  members  of  their  heritage  and  failure  to  notify 
all  tribal  members  of  their  legal  benefits. 

"I  live  there  right  now,  but  the  tribal  council  says  I'm  not  a member 
because  my  dad  didn't  own  property,"  said  Corrine  Lewis,  52,  moments 
before  she  signed  the  petition. 

The  tribal  council  may  kick  her  out  of  her  home  and  off  the  rancheria 
because  she  signed  the  recall  petition,  Lewis  said.  But  the  potential 
reward  --  returning  to  the  rancheria  as  a recognized  member  --  is 
worth  the  risk,  she  added. 

"I'm  standing  up  for  what  I believe  is  right,"  Lewis  said.  "If  I have 
to  pay  a penalty,  then  I have  to  pay  a penalty." 

The  Bee  left  messages  at  Table  Mountain's  tribal  headquarters  and 
casino,  but  none  was  returned. 

On  its  surface,  the  recall  petition  might  seem  like  an  exercise  in 
futility.  Coalition  members  are  not  viewed  as  official  Table  Mountain 
Indians  by  the  rancheria's  tribal  council.  The  rancheria  was 
"terminated"  by  the  federal  government  in  the  1950s  and  then 
"reconstituted"  about  20  years  later.  All  the  power  at  that  time 
resided  in  four  extended  Mono-Chukchansi  families,  and  they  excluded 
anybody  who  didn't  own  rancheria  land  at  the  time,  regardless  of 
bloodlines . 

So,  how  can  a bunch  of  "outsiders"  like  the  coalition  Indians  recall 
anybody? 

That  is  where  Saturday's  signing  ceremony  marks  a major  shift  in  the 
Table  Mountain  membership  war,  said  Laura  Wass,  director  of  the 
Fresno  branch  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  and  an  unpaid  coalition 
consultant  for  several  years. 

In  the  past,  coalition  Indians  demonstrated  in  front  of  the  casino, 
took  their  story  to  the  media  and  pleaded  to  the  best  natures  of 
tribal  council  members  in  their  effort  to  return  to  the  tribe.  None 
of  it  worked,  in  part  because  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
officials  said  Table  Mountain's  sovereign  status  gives  its  leaders 
the  power  to  exclude  anybody  they  want,  including  blood  relatives. 

Fair  or  not,  it's  too  late  for  the  coalition,  the  BIA  said. 

If  tribal  sovereignty  trumps  everything,  Wass  said  Saturday,  "then  we 
are  going  to  turn  sovereignty  to  our  advantage.  What  we  are  doing 
today  is  taking  us  into  totally  different  territory.  We've  stepped 
onto  dangerous,  dangerous  ground." 

In  essence,  the  coalition  Indians'  new  strategy,  Wass  says,  is  this: 

We,  just  like  the  Indians  currently  governing  the  rancheria,  are 
direct  descendants  of  federally  recognized  Table  Mountain  Indians  as 
identified  by  the  base  membership  roll  established  in  1933. 

We  have  never  been  legally  disenrolled  from  the  tribe. 

Therefore,  we  are  Table  Mountain  Rancheria  members  with  the  same 
rights  as  any  other  tribe  of  federally  recognized  Indians  to  conduct 
our  sovereign  affairs  in  a democratic  manner  without  interference . 


We  outnumber  the  Indians  now  governing  Table  Mountain  Rancheria. 

We  are  going  to  recall  the  current  tribal  council,  elect  our  own 
council  and  bring  a new  order  to  Table  Mountain  Rancheria. 

Once  the  new  tribal  council  is  elected,  we're  going  to  march  into  our 
own  casino  on  our  own  land  and  see  to  it  that  the  change  occurs. 

"This  has  been  in  the  back  of  my  mind  for  some  time:  Let's  just 
overthrow  them,"  Wass  said. 

But  will  it  really  be  that  easy  for  the  coalition  Indians?  The  55 
adult  casino  Indians,  as  they're  sometimes  called,  have  enjoyed 
immense  riches  from  their  gambling  operation.  It  opened  in  1985  as  a 
bingo  hall  and  has  grown  into  a huge,  neon-covered  casino  with 
hundreds  of  video  machines  operating  24  hours  a day. 

Monthly  cash  payments  to  casino  Indians  are  estimated  at  $14,000  to 
$18,000  with  periodic  bonuses.  Families  also  receive  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  to  build  their  own  homes. 

And  the  future  promises  more  riches  with  the  passage  of  Proposition 
1A  in  March.  The  measure  legalizes  the  popular  coin-drop  slot 
machines  as  well  as  giving  casino  operators  a chance  to  add  more 
machines.  California's  Indian  gambling  revenue  is  expected  to  more 
than  triple  in  the  next  several  years  to  $4  billion. 

What  are  the  odds  the  casino  Indians  will  meekly  accept  the  coalition 
members'  logic  and  cut  them  in  on  the  monthly  paydays? 

The  question  is  irrelevant,  Wass  said.  If  the  casino  Indians 
surrender,  then  the  issue  is  settled  quickly  and  peacefully,  she 
said.  If  not,  then  coalition  members  will  push  their  case  until  they 
force  it  into  the  courts. 

"That's  what  we've  wanted  all  along,"  Wass  said.  "If  they're  going  to 
take  the  position  that  these  people  aren't  members  of  this  tribe, 
then  it's  up  to  the  government  to  prove  it.  That's  all  we've  asked 
for  from  Day  One  --  proof.  Because  it  doesn't  exist." 

Copies  of  the  recall  petition  will  be  sent  to  the  current  tribal 
council,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  federal  Department  of 
the  Interior,  Wass  said.  All  adult  tribal  members  from  both  sides  can 
vote.  If  the  coalition  wins,  then  there  will  be  another  election  for 
a new  tribal  council. 

Wass  said  she  has  no  doubt  the  coalition  will  win  any  petition  drive 
or  election,  in  part  because  casino  Indians  can't  take  the  chance  of 
participating.  By  signing  their  names  or  casting  ballots,  the  casino 
Indians  would  be  acknowledging  that  the  coalition  Indians  are  true 
tribal  members,  she  said. 

Eventually,  the  coalition  envisions  a new  tribal  council  operating 
under  a new  constitution  that  embraces  all  descendants  of  Table 
Mountain's  original  Indians. 

"We're  going  to  have  open  arms,"  said  Doe  Casillas,  39,  of  Fresno. 

Coalition  members  said  they  also  want  to  use  casino  profits  to  expand 
education  and  health  benefits  to  Table  Mountain  Indians  plus  urban 
Indians  so  often  overlooked  by  casino-owning  tribes. 

Their  movement  is  nonviolent,  Wass  emphasized,  saying  she  expects  the 
U.S.  Marshals  Service  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  to 
protect  coalition  members  if  a physical  takeover  is  necessary. 

But  if  the  casino  Indians  don't  step  aside  and  the  government  ignores 
their  calls  for  protection,  Wass  said,  coalition  members  will  act  on 
their  own  with  the  full  support  of  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

"If  these  people  win  and  no  one's  going  to  stand  up  for  them,  then 
they'll  take  over  for  themselves,"  Wass  said.  "A  takeover  is  a 
takeover.  That's  the  bottom  line." 
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Ontario  First  Nation  Leaders  To  Meet  In  Couchiching 

FORT  FRANCES,  Ont . (CP)  First  Nation  leaders  from  Ontario's  134  native 
communities  will  gather  at  Couchiching  next  week  to  discuss  governance  and 
to  elect  a new  provincial  leader. 

"It's  an  opportunity  for  the  chiefs  to  bring  updates  on  what  are  the 
current  issues/'  said  Andrew  Reuben,  executive  director  of  the  Chiefs  of 
Ontario. 

The  26th  annual  conference  will  run  from  Dune  12  through  Dune  15. 

Current  provincial  chief  Tom  Bressette  wants  community  governance  to 
play  a large  role  on  the  conference's  agenda. 

Bressette  said  he  will  also  make  a proposal  that  would  see  all  proceeds 
from  Casino  Rama  go  to  First  Nations  communities. 

Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  Minister  Robert  Nault  is 
expected  to  discuss  the  fate  of  the  Indian  Commission  of  Ontario. 

"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 
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Hopes  For  Fishing  Deal  Fade  As  Dhaliwal  And  Natives  Cancel  Meeting 

MIRAMICHI,  N.B.  (CP)  Ottawa  and  the  defiant  Burnt  Church  First  Nation  are 
so  far  apart  over  fishing  rights,  they  can't  even  agree  to  meet. 

Federal  Fisheries  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal  was  near  Burnt  Church  in 
northern  New  Brunswick  on  Wednesday,  but  a planned  meeting  with  band 
officials  was  abruptly  called  off. 

Dhaliwal  said  he  received  a phone  call  from  a band  councillor  informing 
him  that  Chief  Wilbur  Dedam  and  other  council  members  would  not  attend  the 
meeting  and,  therefore,  discussions  at  this  time  wouldn't  be  productive. 

"I'm  open  to  meeting,  but  we  had  a call  from  councillor  Chris  Bonnell 
and  the  chief  said  he's  not  interested  in  attending,"  Dhaliwal  told 
reporters  as  he  arrived  at  the  airport  in  Miramichi,  N.B.,  for  an 
international  salmon  conference. 

"We  only  want  to  have  meetings  if  they  can  be  productive.  If  they  say 
this  is  not  productive  and  they  want  to  reschedule.  I'll  honour  that 
request . " 

Nevertheless,  a group  of  people  from  Burnt  Church  had  hoped  to  meet  with 
the  minister  and  present  him  with  a document  outlining  their  reasons  for 
continuing  to  defy  Ottawa's  regulations  in  the  Miramichi  Bay  lobster 
fishery. 

Band  member  Dames  Ward,  author  of  the  reserve's  own  fisheries  management 
plan,  said  it  was  disrespectful  of  Dhaliwal  not  to  meet  with  the  Burnt 
Church  community. 

"He  keeps  talking  about  having  a responsible,  positive  dialogue,"  said 
Ward.  "This  was  a clear  opportunity  for  him  to  come  down  and  address  our 
concerns  right  in  our  community  and  he  chose  not  to.  So  he's  the  one  being 
irresponsible. " 

The  Mi ' kmaq  reserve  and  federal  fisheries  officials  have  been  involved 
in  a high  stakes  cat-and-mouse  game  since  the  lobster  season  opened  in 
late  April. 

The  band  has  refused  to  sign  an  interim  fishing  agreement  with  Ottawa, 
saying  it  violates  aboriginal  treaty  rights.  Instead,  it  has  developed  its 


own  plan  and  Burnt  Church  fishermen  have  been  setting  lobster  traps  marked 
with  reserve  tags. 

However,  the  federal  Fisheries  Department  does  not  recognize  the  tags 
and  fisheries  officers  have  been  seizing  the  native  traps.  That  has  made 
native  fishermen  angrier,  and  they  keep  setting  more  traps. 

Ward  said  unless  there's  a solution  soon,  there  could  be  serious  trouble 
when  natives  begin  fishing  this  fall  outside  the  commercial  season. 

"Time  is  running  out  between  now  and  the  fall  fishery,"  said  Ward. 

"If  there  was  a chance  for  some  meaningful  dialogue,  the  opportunity 
would  have  been  today  for  the  minister  to  show  up  in  Burnt  Church  and  say, 
'Is  there  something  we  can  look  at.1  But  he  chose  not  to." 

There  was  violence  last  fall  when  Burnt  Church  natives  set  traps 
following  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decision  in  the  Donald  Marshall  Dr. 
case. 

The  court  ruled  that  the  Mi'kmaq  and  Maliseet  people  have  a communal 
right  to  earn  a moderate  living  from  hunting,  fishing  and  gathering. 

But  when  natives  set  traps  out  of  season  in  Miramichi  Bay,  angry  non- 
-native  fishermen  cut  and  destroyed  the  native  traps.  Several  homes  and 
buildings,  belonging  to  natives  and  non-natives,  were  burned  as  people 
clashed  over  the  inflammatory  issue  of  rights  and  privileges. 

A subsequent  clarification  by  the  high  court  said  treaty  rights  are 
subject  to  federal  regulation,  and  that  is  why  Dhaliwal  is  standing  his 
ground . 

"Some  members  on  the  council  feel  that  I do  not  have  the  authority  to 
regulate  the  fishery  and  that  is  fundamentally  wrong,"  said  the  minister. 

"Clearly,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  said  I do  have  the  authority  to 
regulate  and  I take  that  mandate  very  seriously." 

Dhaliwal  said  the  situation  at  Burnt  Church  is  complicated  by  an 
apparent  split  in  the  community.  Some  band  members  want  to  sign  an 
agreement  with  Ottawa,  while  some  fishermen  are  catching  lobster  under 
federal  regulations. 

"It's  not  always  easy  to  deal  with  people  who  don't  have  a united  view," 
he  said. 

Of  the  34  Mi'kmaq  and  Maliseet  bands  eligible  for  fisheries  agreements, 
Dhaliwal  said  23  have  signed  deals  or  agreements-in-principle. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 

[In  Affiliation  with  Beyond.com] 

"RE : Sechelt  Band  Negotiations  to  get  Going  Again"  — 

Date:  Mon,  15  May  2000  12:39:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

From:  "Marcel  Guay"  <mr.guay@home.com> 

Subj:  Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 
Canadian  Aboriginal  News  Alert 
http://www.canadianaboriginal.com/ 

B.C.  Treaty  Commission  Want  To  Get  Sechelt  Band  Negotiations  Going  Again 

VICTORIA  (CP)  The  B.C.  Treaty  Commission  will  set  up  a meeting  as  early 
as  next  week  to  try  to  get  negotiations  with  the  Sechelt  band  back  on 
track,  chief  commissioner  Miles  Richardson  said  Thursday. 

But  federal  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Robert  Nault  said  the  B.C.  treaty 
process,  which  has  cost  taxpayers  at  least  $415  million  without  producing 
a single  treaty,  isn't  jeopardized  by  the  band's  plan  to  abandon  a 
tentative  deal. 

"My  view  of  it  is,  this  is  all  part  of  a negotiating  strategy,"  Nault 
said  in  an  interview  in  Ottawa  with  the  Vancouver  Sun. 

"The  First  Nations  of  British  Columbia  are  very  good  at  getting  media 
and  having  press  conferences  whenever  they're  not  completely  happy  with  a 
particular  offer." 

The  Sechelt 's  rejection  of  the  agreement  in  principle  has  sparked 


questions  about  the  future  of  the  treaty  process  from  people  ranging  from 
Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Dale  Lovick  to  Stewart  Phillip  of  the  Union  of 
B.C.  Indian  Chiefs. 

But  Richardson  said  that  in  spite  of  growing  frustration  of  First 
Nations  across  the  province,  the  treaty  process  is  working. 

Negotiators  from  both  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  and  the 
Sechelt  have  agreed  talks  should  continue,  he  said. 

Any  negotiations  would  be  based  on  the  agreement  in  principle  reached 
last  year,  he  said. 

That  provided  the  900  Sechelt  band  members  with  about  $52  million  in 
cash  and  933  hectares  of  land. 

Richardson,  a member  of  the  Haida  First  Nation,  said  negotiations  have 
entered  a critical  phase  because  key  issues  are  on  the  table. 

"Inevitably  that  raises  tensions  and  the  level  of  rhetoric,"  he  said. 

The  Canadian  Alliance,  which  had  expressed  modest  support  for  the 
Sechelt  deal  because  it  didn't  include  constitutionally  entrenched  self- 
government  powers,  said  the  treaty  process  dead. 

"It's  becoming  more  apparent  that  it's  a huge  boondoggle,  a huge  cost, 
and  it's  not  achieving  results,"  said  aboriginal  affairs  critic  Mike  Scott, 
Alliance  MP  for  the  north  coast  B.C.  riding  of  Skeena. 

Nault  said  the  federal  government  would  listen  to  any  Sechelt  proposals 
to  improve  the  agreement. 

Lovick  remained  concerned  Thursday  that  the  Sechelt  decision  indicated 
the  treaty  process  is  breaking  down. 

Band  chief  Gary  Feschuk  took  a hard-nosed  position  on  the  agreement  in 
principle,  but  the  government  won't  improve  what  is  a generous  settlement, 
Lovick  said. 

"We  think  there's  a door  slightly  open,"  he  said. 

Ed  John,  of  the  First  Nations  Summit,  said  chief  negotiators  from  all 
bands  are  meeting  in  Vancouver  to  plan  their  next  steps. 

"The  process  of  negotiation  is  still  the  way  to  resolve  the  big  issues," 
he  said.  "The  problem  we're  facing  is  government  policies  which  make  it 
impossible  to  find  an  agreement. 

"We  need  to  see  practical  results  for  all  the  money  we've  spent  in  the 
treaty  process,"  he  said. 

First  Nations  have  spent  about  $120  million  on  negotiations;  the  federal 
and  provincial  governments  are  estimated  to  have  each  spent  similar 
amounts . 

John  said  the  Sechelt  have  left  the  door  open  for  a negotiated  agreement. 
Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 
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By  Ron  Dackson 

Staff  Writer 

CLINTON  --  Cheyenne  Peace  Chief  Lawrence  Hart  and  friends  stared  at  the 
long  row  of  tables  in  a silent  room  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution's 
National  Museum  of  Natural  History. 

Skulls,  once  decapitated  by  frontier  soldiers,  stared  back. 

"That  was  a difficult  moment  for  all  of  us,"  recalled  Hart,  his  voice 
strained  by  the  vision  in  his  mind.  "You  could  see  the  bullet  holes  in  some 
of  the  skulls . " 


Hearts  beat  hard  and  tears  flowed. 

And  with  the  swiftness  of  a prairie  fire.  Hart's  life  was  forever  altered. 

So  went  the  summer  of  1993  when  Hart  and  other  Cheyenne  people  reclaimed 
the  skulls  of  18  Cheyenne  ancestors.  Five  of  the  skulls  --  once  shipped  for 
observation  to  the  old  Army  Medical  Museum  in  Washington,  D.C.  --  belonged 
to  victims  of  the  1864  Sand  Creek  Massacre  in  Colorado. 

One  skull  represented  a girl  between  the  ages  of  10  and  12.  She  too  had 
obviously  been  shot  in  the  head. 

For  Hart  and  his  dedicated  colleagues,  it  was  a healing  moment  --  a 
victorious  moment  --  when  the  wrongs  of  the  past  were  made  less  painful  with 
the  prospects  of  a proper  burial.  Each  skull  received  a ceremonial  burial  in 
handcrafted  cedar  boxes  Duly  10,  1993,  at  a packed  cemetery  in  Concho,  the 
headquarters  for  the  Cheyenne-Arapaho  Tribe. 

Hart  proudly  remembered  the  historic  occasion  as  the  first  time  the  Native 
American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  of  1990  had  been  tried  and 
proven  by  a tribal  nation.  The  act  allows  Indian  people  to  reclaim  ancestral 
remains,  as  well  as  any  ceremonial  objects,  from  any  museum  that  has 
received  federal  funds. 

Today,  Hart  serves  on  the  seven-member  National  Native  American  Graves 
Protection  and  Repatriation  Review  Committee.  He  was  appointed  to  the  post 
in  1993  by  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbit. 

On  Thursday  and  Friday,  Hart's  work  will  again  take  center  stage  with  14 
other  panelists  at  the  Native  American  Repatriation  Summit  in  Oklahoma  City. 
Some  550  tribal  leaders  across  the  United  States  have  been  invited  to  the 
two-day  summit,  co-hosted  by  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  nations. 

Arizona  State  University  law  professor  Rebecca  Tsosie,  conflict  resolution 
expert  Diane  LeResche  and  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  archaeologist  Doe  Watkins 
are  scheduled  to  be  among  the  featured  panelists. 

Hart  said  most  tribes  are  getting  up  to  speed  on  the  graves  protection  and 
repatriation  act. 

"The  main  problem  we  have  now  is  that  there  is  a backlog  of  work,"  he 
said . 

An  estimated  200,000  remains  are  yet  to  be  reclaimed. 

Another  pressing  issue  that  challenges  Hart  and  other  repatriation  leaders 
is  the  topic  of  "culturally  unidentifiable  Native  American  remains." 

Hart  thinks  the  answer  rests  in  regionalization,  and  his  fellow  committee 
members  have  agreed. 

The  weight  of  such  responsibility  would  fall  to  regional  alliances  of 
Indian  nations  to  determine  how  and  where  such  remains  will  be  interred. 

"Indian  tribes  and  nations  must  build  coalitions  to  successfully  conduct 
repatriation  of  culturally  unidentifiable  Native  American  human  remains," 
Hart  said. 

"This  summit  will  be  a good  place  to  begin  or  strengthen  those 
coalitions . " 

Leading  on  such  issues  has  seemingly  become  Hart's  destiny. 

Born  Feb.  24,  1933,  on  the  federally  allotted  land  of  his  grandfather, 

Dohn  Peak  Heart,  Lawrence  Hart  spent  the  first  51/2  years  of  his  life  in 
the  presence  of  traditional  family  elders.  He  was  raised  initially  by  his 
grandparents,  who  primarily  spoke  Cheyenne. 

Heart,  a Cheyenne  peace  chief  who  spelled  his  last  name  differently,  was 
a respected  Native  American  Church  missionary,  renowned  as  a dynamic  orator. 
He  was  also  known  as  a progressive  leader  who  favored  education. 

Heart  died  in  1958,  but  not  before  requesting  of  fellow  chieftains  that 
his  grandson  take  his  place  at  the  council  fires.  The  chiefs  agreed,  and  in 
a tepee  lodge  later  that  year.  Hart  --  a former  Marine  fighter  pilot  --  was 
ordained  a Cheyenne  peace  chief. 

"I  had  to  get  out  of  the  military,"  Hart  quipped.  "You  can't  be  both  a 
fighter  pilot  and  peace  chief  at  the  same  time." 

At  the  ceremony,  a respected  Cheyenne  peace  chief  named  Crooked  Nose 
approached  Hart  with  advice. 

"He  told  me,  'You'll  have  to  live  a good,  moral  life,'"  Hart  recalled. 

"He  said,  'You  have  to  especially  look  out  for  children  and  elders  and 
live  life  as  a peacemaker.  ...  Not  to  engage  in  quarrels,  and  that  it  would 


be  a hard  life . ' 

"I  consider  myself  fortunate  to  have  been  raised  by  my  grandfather.  In 
retrospect,  I think  my  grandfather  was  grooming  me  to  take  his  place." 

Chief  Lawrence  Hart:  Leading  efforts  to  return  American  Indian  remains  to 
tribal  or  regional  gravesites. 

<+>=<+> 

KOLA  Information:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/index.htm 

KOLA  Petitions:  http://kola-hq.hypermart.net 

KOLA  Greeting  Cards:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/cards.htm 

"RE : Whiteclay"  

Date:  Tue,  6 Dun  2000  09:51:14  EDT 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : Whiteclay 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> [from  Pat  Morris.  Thanks!] 

http: //www. omaha . com/Omaha/OWH/StoryViewer/1, 3153, 346447, 00.html 

Dune  04,  2000 

Spotlight  Hasn't  Altered  Whiteclay 
BY  DAVID  HENDEE 
WORLD-HERALD  STAFF  WRITER 

The  family  of  Wally  Black  Elk  Dr.  set  a tombstone  at  his  grave  in  the  Red 
Shirt  Table  Cemetery  last  week. 

One  year  after  the  beating  deaths  of  Black  Elk  and  Ronald  Hard  Heart  near 
Whiteclay,  Neb.,  the  grave  marker  is  one  of  the  few  visible  changes  on  the 
landscape. 

That's  despite  an  investigation  by  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission,  the 
involvement  of  Gov.  Mike  Dohanns  and  a series  of  peaceful  protests  - plus  a 
few  tense  confrontations  in  Whiteclay  over  the  village's  role  as  the  dry 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation's  No.  1 beer  depot. 

Little  has  changed. 

Federal  agents  and  tribal  police  are  still  investigating  the  bludgeonings 
of  Black  Elk  and  Hard  Heart  on  the  reservation  in  South  Dakota.  No  arrests 
have  been  made.  No  suspects  have  been  publicly  identified.  Even  a reward  of 
$20,000  has  failed  to  generate  leads. 

Whiteclay,  an  unincorporated  Sheridan  County  village  of  22  just  across 
the  state  line  from  the  reservation,  continues  the  legal  sale  of  about  4 
million  cans  of  beer  a year.  Most  of  it  goes  to  reservation  residents 
addicted  to  alcohol. 

A Nebraska-South  Dakota  panel  called  for  in  March  by  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights 
Commission  to  address  problems  associated  with  Whiteclay  has  yet  to  be 
organized . 

Tom  Poor  Bear,  a half  brother  and  cousin  to  the  slaying  victims,  is 
organizing  another  march  from  Pine  Ridge  to  Whiteclay.  This  one  is 
scheduled  for  Saturday.  He  organized  last  year's  protests  dedicated  to 
shutting  down  Whiteclay' s four  beer  outlets. 

Rep.  Ron  Volesky,  a Teton  Hunkpapa  Sioux  who  is  a Democrat  from  Huron  in 
South  Dakota's  House  of  Representatives,  said  the  questions  and  answers  are 
simple:  "Has  anything  changed?  No.  Will  anything  change?  Hopefully." 

The  best  chance  for  change  - including  greatly  reducing  alcoholism  among 
Indians  - is  to  improve  economic  conditions  on  the  reservation,  Volesky  said 
Two  Indian  leaders  arrested  during  a Whiteclay  protest  march  last  year  have 
a similar  vision. 

Russell  Means,  an  Oglala  activist,  and  Frank  LaMere,  a Winnebago  from 
South  Sioux  City,  Neb.,  said  they  are  looking  for  investors  to  help  them 
turn  Whiteclay  into  a regional  trade  center. 

Means  said  his  dream  is  to  entice  a discount  store  to  Whiteclay  to  provide 
jobs  and  services.  He  also  talks  of  a truck  stop  and  a motel  or  small 
conference  center  to  capture  some  of  the  growing  freight  and  tourist  traffic 
There  is  a need  for  more  private  enterprise  for  the  region's  35,000  people. 
Means  said. 


LaMene  said  the  economic  dynamics  of  the  area  must  change. 

"We  need  to  create  economic  power  among  the  people  to  change  the  face  of 
Whiteclay  and  to  make  it  a business  center  rather  than  a place  of  misery/' 
he  said.  "That  goes  beyond  the  sale  of  alcohol." 

Meanwhile,  bootlegged  bottles  of  green  lizard  - the  name  given  to  muscatel 
wine  sold  in  green  bottles  - continue  to  litter  Whiteclay  after  payday  the 
first  of  every  month. 

Besides  the  four  beer  outlets,  Whiteclay  has  two  cafes,  two  grocery 
stores,  an  auto  parts  store,  a lumberyard  and  a novelty  shop.  A bakery  and 
flower  shop  are  scheduled  to  open  soon. 

"Granted,  this  town  sells  a lot  of  beer,  but  we're  here  to  take  care  of 
customers,"  said  Vic  Clark,  whose  grocery  store  was  vandalized  during  the 
first  protest  rally  last  year. 

Clark  reopened  in  September  and  moved  his  family  back  to  Whiteclay.  A new 
sign  on  the  north  wall  of  his  3,000-square-foot  building  - facing  Pine 
Ridge  - reads  "Welcome,  Customers  and  Friends." 

But  business  has  been  slow  to  rebuild. 

"That's  been  frustrating,"  Clark  said.  "We  didn't  do  anything  wrong." 

The  grocery  store  has  never  sold  beer  during  its  80  years  of  operation, 
he  said. 

Stu  Kozal,  who  operates  the  Dumping  Eagle  Inn  beer  store,  said  there  has 
been  little  tension  in  Whiteclay  since  last  summer's  flurry  of  activity. 

The  protest  marches  ended  during  winter,  and  there  have  been  only  two  so 
far  this  spring.  Beer  sales  at  the  Dumping  Eagle  remain  strong. 

"It's  pretty  much  business  as  usual,"  Kozal  said. 

It's  not  that  good  up  the  street  at  Whiteclay  Grocery.  Grocer  Tim  Hotz 
said  his  sales  dropped  30  percent  after  last  summer's  unrest  and  have  been 
slow  to  turn  around. 

Poor  Bear's  followers,  who  set  up  a tepee  and  tent  camp  called  Camp 
Dustice  near  where  the  bodies  of  Black  Elk  and  Hard  Heart  were  discovered, 
erected  a sign  near  the  state  line  calling  on  Indians  to  boycott  Whiteclay. 

"People  just  don't  want  to  come  down  here,"  Hotz  said.  "They're  afraid 
that  someone  might  see  them  here  and  be  upset  or  that  they  might  get 
involved  in  something." 

Poor  Bear  expects  about  500  people  for  Saturday's  walk  to  Whiteclay. 

He  plans  for  marchers  to  leave  Pine  Ridge  about  11  a.m.  MDT  for  the 
two-mile  trek.  After  a ceremony  in  the  village,  marchers  will  go  to  Camp 
Dustice  for  a memorial  meal  of  traditional  foods  and  to  unveil  a memorial 
in  honor  of  Black  Elk  and  Hard  Heart. 

A cinder-block  monument  decorated  with  an  Indian  design  will  be  placed 
near  the  site  where  the  bodies  were  found.  Poor  Bear  said. 

An  inscription  will  commemorate  Black  Elk  and  Hard  Heart  as  two  Oglala 
Sioux  whose  deaths  were  the  ultimate  sacrifice  that  gave  their  people  the 
strength  to  stand  up  and  say  "no  more"  to  alcoholism,  discrimination  and 
abuse,  he  said. 

Pat  Bourne,  who  owns  the  Fireside  Inn  cafe,  said  the  village  was  starting 
to  get  to  back  to  normal  after  a quiet  winter. 

"Now  it's  starting  again,"  she  said.  "I  don't  know  what  to  expect  of  it." 
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Dune  8 - Two  Oglala  Sioux  men,  Wilson  "Wally"  Black  Elk  Dr.,  40,  and  Ronald 
Hard  Heart,  39  are  found  dead  in  a ditch  just  north  of  Whiteclay,  Neb.  The 
men,  from  the  nearby  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  died  Dune  6. 

Dune  26  - A peaceful  walk  from  the  reservation  to  Whiteclay  to  honor  the 
slain  men  and  to  protest  beer  sales  at  Whiteclay  ends  with  the  looting  and 
burning  of  a Whiteclay  grocery  store. 

Duly  3 - About  650  protesters  taking  part  in  a second  walk  are  turned  back 
by  a line  of  Nebraska  state  troopers  outside  of  Whiteclay.  Nine  protesters 
are  arrested.  Weekly  marches  continued  throughout  the  summer. 


Duly  7 - President  Clinton  visits  Pine  Ridge  as  part  of  a national  tour  of 
impoverished  rural  areas  and  inner  cities.  Whiteclay  stores  voluntarily 
shutdown  beer  sales  for  the  duration  of  his  visit. 

Duly  9 - The  nine  activists  arrested  during  the  Duly  3 protest  call  their 
arrests  unlawful.  Meanwhile,  a tribal  police  chief  reports  the  two  men 
found  Dune  8 were  bludgeoned  to  death. 

Duly  13  - Governor  Dohanns  visits  the  reservation  to  talk  with  tribal 
leaders.  He  says  he  cannot  promise  to  shutdown  the  liquor  stores  in 
Whiteclay,  but  does  offer  the  state's  help  in  resolving  some  of  the 
disputes  between  the  Sioux  and  Whiteclay. 

Aug.  7 - About  180  people  take  part  in  a protest  march  on  Whiteclay  and 
activists  promise  to  take  over  the  town  the  next  day  with  a much  larger 
group  of  protesters.  That,  combined  with  an  arson  fire,  raises  tensions  in 
the  small  community. 

Aug.  9 - The  owner  of  the  grocery  store  looted  and  burned  in  the  Dune  26 
protest  march  works  to  reopen  his  store. 

Aug.  28  - An  state  patrol  effort  to  gather  specific  complaints  about 
alleged  liquor-law  violations  in  Whiteclay,  turns  up  nothing. 

Oct.  4 - American  Indian  activists  Russell  Means  of  Porcupine,  S.D.,  and 
Frank  LaMere  of  South  Sioux  City,  Neb.,  tell  Nebraska  Gov.  Mike  Dohanns 
they  want  to  fight  Indian  alcoholism  by  getting  their  own  liquor  license  in 
the  northwest  Nebraska  border  town  of  Whiteclay.  Their  goal  is  to  use 
proceeds  from  alcohol  sales  to  pay  for  alcoholism  treatment  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

Dec.  5 - U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission  members  inspect  Whiteclay  during  a 
visit  to  the  reservation  to  probe  alleged  racism  and  the  beer  sales  at 
Whiteclay.  The  panel  rebukes  FBI  officials,  calling  them  insensitive  and 
untrustworthy  in  their  dealings  with  Indians. 

March  27  - The  civil  rights  panel  reports  that  a perceived  "dual  system  of 
justice"  is  eroding  Indian  confidence  in  the  U.S.  government.  Members 
promise  that  their  findings  will  lead  to  action. 

Dune  2000  - With  no  arrests  in  the  Hard  Heart  and  Black  Elk  slayings, 

Indian  activists  plan  another  peaceful  march  to  Whiteclay  on  Dune  10.  A 
ceremony  to  honor  the  men  is  set. 
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Navajo  health  officials  brace  for  plague  season 
Associated  Press 
Dun.  2,  2000  09:09 

FLAGSTAFF  - The  season  for  bubonic,  septicemic  and  pneumonic 
plague  has  arrived  and  Navajo  health  officials  are  bracing  to 
cope  with  it. 

The  diseases  are  contracted  through  contract  with  the  bodily 


fluids  of  infected  animals,  including  squirrels,  rats  and 
prairie  dogs,  and  through  the  air  when  the  animals  cough  or 
sneeze. 

The  diseases  can  be  treated  with  antibiotics  if  they're 
caught  early  enough. 

Most  of  the  plague  cases  in  the  United  States  in  recent  years 
were  reported  around  the  reservation,  which  sprawls  across 
parts  of  Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Utah. 
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Northern  Paiutes  changed  with  move 
Tribe  sent  from  Mount  Grant 
By  Heidi  Knapp  Rinella 
Copyright  c.  Las  Vegas  Review-Dournal 
Dune  04,  2000 

The  Northern  Paiutes  originally  ranged  across  central  and  Northern 
Nevada,  along  the  California  border  and  into  southern  Oregon  and  the 
southwestern  corner  of  Idaho. 

Those  who  live  on  the  Walker  River  Indian  Reservation  near  Schurz  had 
settled  around  the  southern  end  of  Walker  Lake,  said  Robert  Quintero, 
tribal 
chairman . 

But  the  U.S.  government  had  other  ideas. 

The  11,245-foot  Mount  Grant,  which  is  near  the  south  end  of  the  lake, 
was  a strategic  location  in  the  mid-1800s,  Quintero  said. 

"When  you  get  up  on  top  of  Mount  Grant,  you  can  see  over  that  way,"  he 
said,  gesturing  toward  the  southeast  and  the  area  now  occupied  by  the 
Hawthorne  Army  Ammunition  Plant.  "The  calvary  would  signal  with  mirrors"  to 
other  troops  in  the  area.  And  so  the  Paiutes  had  to  be  moved.  The  300,000 
acres  of  the  reservation  were  set  aside  for  "Indian  purposes"  in  1859.  The 
reservation  was  established  in  1874.  The  acreage  remains  the  same  today. 

Northern  Paiutes  originally  were  called  the  Agai  Diccutta,  or  "trout 
eaters."  Their  very  existence  had  to  change  when  they  were  moved  away  from 
the  lake,  to  the  reservation  along  the  Walker  River. 

"They  wanted  us  to  be  farmers,"  Quintero  said.  "That's  why  they  put 
us  next  to  the  river." 

Moving  the  tribe  also  took  them  away  from  Mount  Grant,  named  for 
Ulysses  S.  Grant.  It's  a sacred  mountain,  Quintero  said.  In  ancient  times. 
Walker  Lake  came  most  of  the  way  up  the  mountain,  he  said,  making  it  easier 
for  the  Northern  Paiutes  to  gather  their  sacred  pine  nuts. 

Moving  them  away  from  the  lake  also  took  them  away  from  the  serpent 
that  members  of  the  tribe  believe  dwells  there.  The  tribal  offices  have  a 
photo  purportedly  showing  the  serpent,  which  bears  a striking  resemblance 
to  the  Loch  Ness  monster. 

Still,  the  move  worked  for  a while.  Residents  of  the  reservation  grow 
alfalfa  and  have  2,800  head  of  cattle  on  a feed  lot.  They  still  were  able 
to  do  some  fishing,  catching  the  Lahontan  cutthroat  trout  that  made  its  way 
all  the  way  to  Weber  Dam  on  the  reservation. 

Then  the  federal  government  decided  it  had  a problem  --  a dam  problem, 
if  you  will.  Concerned  about  the  strength  of  structures  at  the  dam,  the 
government  opened  it,  draining  the  Weber  Reservoir  on  the  reservation  and 
effectively  denying  the  tribe  of  all  but  a trickle  of  water.  To  water  their 
cattle  and  irrigate  their  alfalfa,  they  now  must  depend  on  agricultural 
runoff  that  makes  its  way  from  areas  to  the  north.  As  it  flows  out  of  the 


tribe's  irrigation  pipes , the  water  is  muddy  and  silty. 

Quintero  said  the  tribe  is  appealing  through  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  the  decision  to  drain  the  reservoir,  but  even  if  the  decision  is 
reversed,  it's  too  late  to  solve  the  problem  until  the  next  spring  thaw. 

Chairman  just  four  months,  Quintero  is  trying  to  turn  the  tribe's 
fortunes  around.  He's  gotten  government  approval  to  hire  tribal  members  for 
many  jobs  on  the  reservation  and  is  trying  to  boost  voter  registration . The 
tribe  also  gets  grants  from  the  federal  government  to  support  some  of  its 
programs . 

But  the  remote  location  of  the  Walker  River  reservation  presents  plenty 
of  problems.  The  nearest  town  --  and  shopping,  medical  facilities,  jobs  and 
even  high  schools  --  is  30  minutes  away.  While  the  reservation  has  its  own 
clinic  and  small  police  force,  more  extensive  emergency  services  also  are 
at  least  30  minutes  away. 

A few  times  a week,  ordnance  from  a nearby  Army  ammunition  plant  is 
shipped  through  the  reservation  by  rail.  And  that's  not  all. 

"Part  of  the  reservation  is  contaminated  by  the  (nearby)  bombing  range" 
near  Fallon,  Quintero  said. 

"We're  kind  of  angry  with  the  Navy  on  that  one." 
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Senate  OKs  proposal  to  honor  Navajo  Code  Talkers 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

The  U.S.  Senate  has  unanimously  approved  a proposal  that  would  grant 
congressional  Gold  Medals  to  the  original  29  Navajo  Code  Talkers  who 
served  during  World  War  II,  Sen.  Deff  Bingaman,  D-N.M.,  announced 
yesterday. 

The  Code  Talkers  developed  and  put  into  action  the  only  unbroken 
military  code  used  during  World  War  II.  They  operated  in  many  Pacific 
battles,  including  Iwo  Dima,  Guadalcanal,  Tarawa  and  Okinawa. 
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Washoe  Indians  take  lead  in  mine  cleanup 
By  Chris  Bowman 
Bee  Staff  Writer 
(Published  Dune  7,  2000) 

DRESSLERVILLE,  Nev.  --  For  nearly  50  years.  Leviathan  Creek  has  flowed 
opaque  orange  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  through  the  semiarid 
land  of  pinyon  pines,  gray  willows  and  wild  onions  that  has  been  the  home  of 
the  Washoe  Indian  Tribe  for  more  than  10,000  years. 

The  discoloration  begins  at  an  abandoned  sulfur  mine  six  miles  east  of 
Markleeville,  where  the  unearthed  rock  turns  rainfall  and  snowmelt  into  an 
acidic  stew  of  toxic  metals  that  drains  into  the  creek. 

When  trout  started  dying  downstream,  in  the  1950s  and  '60s,  California 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game  officials  --  not  the  Washoes  --  raised  a stink. 
And  when  the  state  bought  the  250-acre  site  in  the  early  1980s  and  spent 
millions  of  dollars  to  stop  seepage  into  the  creek,  the  tribe  was  mostly 


quiet . 

Now  the  Washoe  Tribe  of  Nevada  and  California  is  speaking  out,  and  its 
voices  have  the  attention  of  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency. 

The  Washoes,  with  1,500  members,  persuaded  the  EPA  to  make  the  Leviathan 
Mine  a national  priority  for  cleanup.  Last  month,  the  EPA  designated  it  a 
Superfund  site.  The  move  releases  chemical  industry  tax  dollars  for 
environmental  restoration  and  puts  the  mine's  former  owner.  Anaconda  Co.  -- 
now  a subsidiary  of  Atlantic  Richfield  Co.  --  on  the  line  for  the  cleanup 
tab  along  with  the  current  owner,  the  state  of  California. 

The  Washoes'  entry  into  the  issue  of  toxic  mine  drainage  is  part  of  a 
broad  and  relatively  new  tribal  campaign  to  reassert  stewardship  of  the 
water,  wildlife  and  land  in  the  tribe's  ancestral  territory,  14,000  square 
miles  of  alpine  and  sagebrush  country  with  Lake  Tahoe  at  its  heart. 

"Who's  to  say  that  the  Washoes  don't  have  the  silver  bullet  in  what  it 
would  take  to  restore  it?"  said  Brian  Wallace,  the  tribe's  42-year-old 
chairman . 

"We're  not  hapless  Indian  victims  of  pollution,"  he  said.  "Our  membership 
should  be  given  leadership  in  this." 

As  EPA  officials  see  it,  the  Washoes  seized  the  leadership  in  their  1996 
bid  to  put  Leviathan  Mine  on  the  Superfund  list.  Their  initiative  puts  the 
tribe  squarely  in  the  driver's  seat  among  interest  groups,  ranging  from 
farmers  to  anglers,  the  agency  has  included  in  its  decision-making  on  the 
mine  cleanup. 

"The  current  administration  of  the  tribe  has  really  brought  a lot  of 
assertive  presence  in  the  environmental  field  to  bear  that  probably  wasn't 
there  in  earlier  administrations,"  said  Kevin  Mayer,  the  EPA's  project 
manager  for  the  Leviathan  Mine  cleanup. 

The  Washoes  are  working  on  many  fronts  with  federal  land  agencies  to 
control  mining,  logging,  grazing  and  recreation  on  their  former  homeland  -- 
now  mostly  public  land  managed  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  and  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management. 

The  Washoes  are  among  dozens  of  tribes  in  California  and  elsewhere  that 
have  become  environmental  activists  and  partners  in  stewardship  of  federally 
managed  lands  within  their  aboriginal  territory. 

Last  month,  the  Pit  River,  Modoc  and  Shasta  tribes  won  a partial  victory 
in  their  battle  against  construction  of  two  power  plants  near  Medicine  Lake 
in  Siskiyou  County.  Federal  land  officials  denied  CalEnergy  Corp.'s  plan  for 
building  one  of  the  plants,  ruling  that  the  geothermal  development  "would 
adversely  affect  the  Native  American  perception  of  the  spiritual  qualities 
of  Medicine  Lake."  Another  plant  was  approved. 

Tribes  in  the  Owens  Valley  recently  were  instrumental  with  the  EPA  in 
getting  Los  Angeles  on  the  hook  for  eliminating  one  of  the  nation's  worst 
air  pollution  hazards  in  their  midst  --  the  arsenic-loaded  dust  clouds 
swirling  off  Owens  Lake,  which  dried  up  as  the  city  siphoned  water  from  the 
eastern  Sierra. 

The  Porno  Indians  in  Lake  County  won  Superfund  listing  for  an  abandoned 
mine  poisoning  Clear  Lake  with  mercury.  And  the  Washoes  this  year  were 
successful  in  getting  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  to  prohibit  rock  climbers 
from  hammering  in  more  bolts  on  the  face  of  Cave  Rock,  the  eroded  throat  of 
a volcano  on  Tahoe's  east  shore  where  tribal  elders  once  sought  spiritual 
power . 

The  federal  agencies  have  stepped  up  efforts  to  involve  the  tribes  in 
environmental  decision-making.  Five  years  ago,  the  EPA  gave  grants  for 
resource  protection  projects  to  about  20  tribes  in  California,  Nevada  and 
Arizona.  The  number  of  grants  grew  to  122  this  year,  said  Clancy 
Tenley, Indian  program  manager  for  the  agency's  regional  office  in  San 
Francisco. 

"The  tribes  are  doing  a great  job  helping  to  bring  new  perspectives  to 
old  environmental  problems  located  near  them,"  Tenley  said.  "Leviathan  is 
a good  example." 

Leviathan  Creek  enters  the  7,000-foot-elevation  mine  site  clear  and  flush 
with  trout,  including  hybrids  of  the  threatened  Lahontan  cutthroat.  The 
stream  then  funnels  into  a bypass  channel  built  by  the  state's  Lahontan 
Regional  Water  Quality  Control  Board  15  years  ago  as  part  of  a project  to 
control  the  mine  drainage. 


The  system  is  designed  to  keep  water  from  percolating  into  the  mine 
tailings,  mainly  because  of  the  pyrite  that  turns  the  water  acidic.  Concrete 
trenches  built  into  the  slopes  of  the  25-acre  pit  catch  the  runoff  from  rain 
and  snow  and  the  leaks  from  shafts  dating  back  to  when  the  mine  was  first 
created  in  1862.  The  water  is  channeled  into  a series  of  four  evaporation 
ponds  colored  raspberry  from  the  heavy  loads  of  metals  they  contain. 

The  project  has  stopped  the  majority  of  the  mine  drainage,  but  the  ponds 
have  routinely  overflowed  during  spring  runoff.  Additional  seeps  have  sprung 
up  since  the  project,  resulting  in  a year-round  flow  of  toxic  drainage  into 
Leviathan,  Aspen  and  Bryant  creeks. 

About  300  Washoe  residents  live  about  nine  miles  downstream  in 
Dresslerville  on  the  East  Fork  of  the  Carson  River,  which  is  fed  by  the 
polluted  creeks. 

So  far,  EPA  officials  say  they  have  no  evidence  that  the  pollution  has 
harmed  the  river  and  fish,  or  that  anyone's  health  is  at  risk;  but  these  are 
some  of  the  questions  the  Washoes  will  help  the  EPA  investigate  further.  The 
tribe  is  recording  the  oral  history  of  some  of  its  elders  to  help  document 
the  spiritual  and  cultural  values  of  the  affected  region. 

Steven  Dames,  67,  a Washoe  elder  who  grew  up  in  Dresslerville,  wonders 
whether  the  pollution  is  the  culprit  for  the  degradation  of  the  willows 
along  the  Carson  River.  The  Washoes  stopped  using  them  soon  after  the  fish 
began  dying  because  the  willows  had  somehow  lost  the  flexibility  and 
strength  needed  for  the  basket  weaving. 

"We  are  very  familiar  with  what  biological  catastrophe  means.  We've  lived 
through  it.  We  almost  didn't,"  Dames  said.  "We'd  like  to  find  out  why." 

Eleanor  Smokey,  59,  and  Bernadine  Dames,  62,  said  the  pollution  desecrates 
Leviathan  Canyon  and  the  surrounding  Pine  Nut  Mountains,  where  their 
ancestors  collected  pine  nuts,  a staple  of  the  Washoe  diet,  and  told  stories 
to  their  children  to  pass  along  life's  lessons. 

The  women  are  among  elders  who  tell  those  stories  to  today's  children,  but 
the  streams  are  no  longer  alive  with  the  birds  and  animals  in  those  tales. 

"It's  an  ugly  quiet,"  Smokey  said  recently  as  she  stood  by  a polluted 
stretch  of  creek. 

Wallace,  the  chairman  of  the  tribe,  said  he  has  hope  that  the  Washoes  can 
help  restore  their  once-sacred  waters. 

"Given  an  opportunity,  that  area  might  come  back,"  Wallace  said.  "It  might 
take  a long  time.  But  we've  been  here  for  10,000  years." 
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Government's  policies  towards  aboriginal  people  the  "real  conspiracy 

of  silence"  - Penashue 

(Sheshatshiu)  Premier  Brian  Tobin's  recent  remarks  about  a 
'conspiracy  of  silence'  about  alcoholism  among  the  leadership  of 
northern  Labrador  communities  have  prompted  a strong  reaction  from 
Innu  leaders. 

"We  recognize  that  alcoholism  is  a problem  for  many  of  our  people", 
stated  Innu  Nation  President  Peter  Penashue.  "We've  been  talking 
about  this  issue  in  our  communities  for  more  than  a decade.  Our 
people  are  trying  to  deal  with  this  issue-there  is  certainly  no 
conspiracy  of  silence  about  alcoholism  in  the  Innu  communities." 

The  Innu  Nation  has  conducted  a number  of  community  consultations  on 
the  social  issues  and  problems  facing  Innu  communities.  In  1992, 


following  a tragic  house  fire,  the  Innu  Nation  commissioned  a report, 
entitled  Gathering  Voices:  Finding  the  Strength  to  Help  our  Children. 

"This  report  specifically  addressed  the  issue  of  alcoholism  among  the 
Innu  leadership  at  that  time.  We've  been  working  with  this  issue  on  a 
community  basis  for  a number  of  years.  We've  tried  bans  on  alcohol, 
we've  tried  treatment  programs,  and  we've  tried  codes  of  conduct  for 
our  leaders  and  our  staff.",  reported  Chief  Mark  Nui  of  the  Mushuau 
Innu  Band  Council.  "But  we  don't  have  all  of  the  tools  that  we  need 
to  heal  as  a community  or  as  individuals." 

"I  think  that  the  real  conspiracy  of  silence  is  the  one  between  the 
governments  and  the  Canadian  public",  said  Penashue.  "I  think  that 
the  government  has  to  stand  up  and  take  some  responsibility  for  the 
policies  that  created  the  problems  in  our  communities  in  the  first 
place.  Our  people  didn't  choose  to  become  alcoholics.  It  is  a symptom 
of  powerlessness,  of  alienation  and  despair  in  the  face  of  government 
policies  that  have  deprived  us  of  our  land,  stripped  us  of  our 
rights,  and  denied  us  the  opportunity  to  be  a self-determining 
people. " 

"I  believe  that  until  Canadians  and  their  governments  stop  denying 
the  fact  that  their  past  and  present  treatment  of  the  Innu,  the  Inuit 
and  the  other  aboriginal  peoples  has  been  shameful,  we  will  never  be 
able  to  work  together  to  create  the  institutions  that  will  give  us 
the  tools  and  the  strength  that  we  will  need  to  overcome  the  social 
problems  that  are  the  direct  results  of  government  policy.", 
concluded  Penashue. 

The  present  leadership  of  the  Innu  Nation  and  both  Innu  Band  Councils 
in  Labrador  have  been  sober  for  many  years. 
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Videos  preserve  Indian  heritage 
DON  CANTON 
c.  Bismarck  Tribune 
Dune  7,  2000 

North  Dakota's  vast  plains  came  alive  with  the  thunder  of  buffalo  hooves 
and  a spanning  blue  sky  for  a moment  Tuesday  morning  at  Bismarck's  Heritage 
Center.  Rose  High  Bear,  co-founder  of  Wisdom  of  the  Elders,  presented  the 
North  Dakota  Historical  Society  and  the  North  Dakota  Humanities  Council 
with  10  volumes  of  videotaped  interviews  with  North  Dakotan  American-Indian 
elders  for  the  state's  Respect  and  Honor  project. 

"We  believe  Northern  Plains  values  are  special.  Some  have  been  forgotten 
or  lost,"  she  said.  "But  we  believe  very  much  in  sharing  (them)  with  other 
cultures . " 

Tuesday's  showing  of  a video  of  Zona  Loans  Arrow,  a Dakota-Hidatsa  from 
the  Standing  Rock  reservation,  revived  a world  unfamiliar,  both  historically 
and  spiritually,  even  to  young  American  Indians,  High  Bear  said.  The  room 
seemed  to  expand  into  a larger  world  as  Loans  Arrow  spoke  on  tape  of  her 
grandfather ' s participation  in  one  of  the  last  American-Indian  buffalo 
hunts  in  North  Dakota. 

His  name  was  White  Butterfly,  a young  Dakota  hunter  in  the  late  1880s.  He 
had  downed  his  buffalo,  striking  true  between  the  ribs.  It  was  clear  who 
made  the  kill  because  the  feathers  on  White  Butterfly's  arrows  bore  his 
personal  colors.  But  a moment  later,  pride  turned  to  fear.  His  horse  was 
gored  by  a buffalo  wounded  by  another  hunter.  As  White  Butterfly  lay  in  the 
prairie  grass,  the  dying  buffalo  approached  so  near  that  he  could  feel  its 
warm  breath  on  his  chest. 

He  prayed  to  the  great  spirit  that  the  animal  would  not  kill  him.  But 


the  buffalo  was  the  spirit  of  White  Butterfly's  own  grandfather,  who 
subsequently  healed  his  grandson  and  gave  him  the  gift  of  his  own  name. 

White  Butterfly  became  No  Two  Horns,  a four-directions  buffalo  medicine 
man;  harmony  was  restored  to  Turtle  Island,  an  American  Indian  name  for 
the  world. 

Everett  Albers,  executive  director  of  the  North  Dakota  Humanities 
Council,  said,  "These  are  stories  no  one  has  heard  outside  of  the  culture." 

High  Bear,  an  Alaskan  Athabascan,  and  her  late  husband,  Martin,  a Lakota 
medicine  man,  founded  Wisdom  of  the  Elders  in  1992.  Preserving  the  folk 
lore,  legends,  oral  history  and  art  of  the  indigenous  peoples,  the  nonprofit 
organization  is  funded  with  grants  from  the  North  Dakota  Humanities 
Council,  in  partnership  with  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities.  It 
also  has  received  funding  from  the  South  Dakota  Humanities  Council  and  the 
South  Dakota  Arts  Council. 

Some  elders.  High  Bear  said,  were  ambivalent  about  the  recordings:  "Some 
felt  the  project  compromised  tradition;  others  felt  it  was  important." 

Ultimately,  the  memories  of  more  than  50  elders  were  fixed  on  tape  during 
four  oral  history  projects  conducted  on  the  Turtle  Mountain  and  Standing 
Rock  reservations  in  North  Dakota  during  1998  and  1999.  The  tapes  --  more 
than  100  hours'  worth  --  are  studio  quality,  and  the  group  is  in  the  early 
stages  of  preparing  a Public  Broadcasting  documentary. 

The  taping.  High  Bear  said,  is  ongoing. 

Wisdom  of  the  Elders,  Albers  said,  is  keeping  alive  a tradition  of  folk 
scholarship  that  originated  in  the  1930s,  when  the  federal  government 
funded  a study  of  plains  Indians  during  the  last  decades  of  the  19th 
century. 

Additional  work  was  done  in  the  1970s,  he  said.  What  the  newest  project 
showed,  however,  was  that  modern  technology  can  serve  the  past:  All  of  the 
new  videotapes.  High  Bear  said,  are  digitized  to  prevent  decay. 

High  Bear  said  securing  American  Indian  values  for  others  came  in  a vision 
she  had  in  the  1970s.  In  1988,  she  had  a vision  instructing  her  to  write  the 
biography  of  her  late  husband  and  was  told  it  would  "have  an  impact  on  the 
peoples  of  the  world."  She  secluded  herself  for  two  years,  working  on  the 
book,  which  is  scheduled  for  publication  by  2001. 

"Prophecy  tells  us,"  High  Bear  said,  "that  (American  Indians)  are  going 
through  a renaissance.  Others  have  similar  values,  but  we  have  our  own 
ways,  and  want  to  share  them  with  other  people." 
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Pinal  board  backs  bigger  monument 
By  Tony  Davis  and  Maureen  O'Connell 
Arizona  Daily  Star 

With  one  big  exception,  reaction  to  Bruce  Babbitt's  proposal  for  an 
Ironwood  Forest  National  Monument  fell  along  traditional  lines: 

Environmentalists  welcomed  the  move.  Republican  U.S.  Rep.  Dim  Kolbe  said 
the  interior  secretary  should  have  consulted  Congress.  Gov.  Dane  Hull 
wants  compensation  for  state-owned  land.  Asarco  Inc.  wants  a buffer 
reserved  for  mineral  exploration.  And  ranchers  are  skeptical. 

The  big  exception  is  the  Pinal  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 

The  board,  which  has  historically  approved  many  of  the  plans  submitted 
by  land  developers,  wrote  Babbitt  two  letters  supporting  a monument  at 
more  than  twice  the  size  he  is  seeking  "500,000  acres  rather  than  200,000. 
One  letter  May  23  thanked  Babbitt  for  "your  visionary  approach  and 
assistance  in  this  effort  to  protect  an  important  landscape." 

The  Babbitt  proposal  extends  into  southern  Pinal  County  to  the  Sawtooth 


Mountains,  the  Samaniego  Hills  and  what's  known  as  the  Los  Robles 
Archeological  District.  The  monument  would  include  134,000  acres  of 
federal  land,  60,000  acres  of  state  land  and  7,000  acres  of  private  land. 

The  three  Pinal  supervisors  also  told  Babbitt  they  want  to  prepare  a 
conservation  plan  similar  to  Pima  County's  Sonoran  Desert  Conservation 
Plan,  which  is  being  developed  with  $1  million  to  $2  million  in  federal 
money. 

Board  Chairman  Lionel  Ruiz  said  the  county  has  always  been  "reactive 
rather  than  proactive"  when  it  came  to  managing  growth,  and  that  this 
approach  needs  to  change.  The  county,  sandwiched  between  more  populous 
Pima  and  Maricopa  counties,  has  170,000  people. 

"Things  are  changing  here.  The  mining  doesn't  play  such  a big  part  in 
Pinal  County  as  it  used  to,"  said  Ruiz,  who  has  worked  for  the  Kennecott 
and  Asarco  mining  companies  in  the  past.  "We  used  to  be  cotton,  copper, 
cattle  and  climate,  and  now  we're  down  to  climate.  We  need  to  position 
ourselves  for  future  needs." 

A group  of  six  Silverbell  Mountain-area  ranchers  said  they'd  like  a 
guarantee  that  they  can  keep  running  cattle  there.  Steve  Lehning  and  his 
colleagues  own  or  lease  land  within  the  proposed  monument's  boundaries. 

"Not  only  do  we  want  to  keep  grazing,  we  want  a say  in  the  management 
plan  of  this  area,"  Lehning  said.  Noting  that  the  alliance  members' 
current  agreements  with  the  state  and  federal  agencies  offer  them  no  input 
in  management  plans,  he  added,  "If  we  have  our  way,  we'd  have  a model 
monument . " 

Kolbe  said  yesterday  that  it's  important  to  secure  and  stabilize  natural 
resources  for  the  future,  "but  not  this  way."  He  referred  to  Babbitt's 
request  that  Clinton  use  the  1906  Antiquities  Act  to  create  this  monument, 
as  the  president  recently  created  other  monuments  in  Utah  and  Arizona. 

Congress  needs  to  be  involved  in  monument  creations  because  the 
Constitution  gives  Congress  authority  over  public  lands,  he  said. 

Kolbe' s spokesman  said  the  congressman  won't  be  satisfied  with  the  Pima 
and  Pinal  county  governments'  support. 

"It  should  be  instigated  by  voters,  not  decided  by  three  supervisors, ' ' 
said  Keith  Rosenblum,  Kolbe 's  press  secretary. 
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Massacre  Site  Proposed  for  Historic  Status 
BY  ROBERT  WELLER 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
Dune  10,  2000 

DENVER  --  A year  after  researchers  confirmed  the  location  of  the  Sand 
Creek  Massacre,  the  National  Park  Service  is  recommending  the  area  be 
declared  a national  historic  site. 

It  is  a designation  tribal  leaders  and  historians  say  is  long  overdue  for 
an  event  that  destroyed  any  hope  of  peaceful  co-existence  and  triggered  12 
years  of  war  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  West. 

"The  remains  of  our  people  are  scattered  over  that  area.  The  killings 
fields  must  be  preserved,"  said  Steve  Brady,  president  of  Sand  Creek 
Descendants  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne. 

"Sand  Creek  was  one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  history  of  the 
trans-Mississippi  West,"  said  Colorado  state  historian  David  Halaas. 

Though  not  the  biggest  massacre  in  terms  of  the  number  of  American 
Indians  killed,  "Sand  Creek  defined  the  relationship  the  tribes  had  with 
the  federal  government,"  he  said. 

Dohn  Chivington,  aka  "The  Fighting  Parson,"  commanded  the  700  troops  who 
killed  at  least  150  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  mostly  women  and  children,  who 


camped  where  they  had  been  sent  on  military  orders,  on  Nov.  29,  1864. 

"I  have  come  to  kill  Indians,  and  I believe  it  is  right  and  honorable 
to  use  any  means  under  God's  heaven  to  kill  Indians,"  he  said. 

Even  in  an  atmosphere  in  which  many  cheered  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan's 
statement  that  "the  only  good  Indian  is  a dead  Indian,"  Chivington's  dawn 
surprise  attack  at  Sand  Creek  was  too  much.  Congress  condemned  it,  and  John 
Evans  was  fired  as  Colorado's  territorial  governor. 

"In  an  1865  treaty.  Congress  admitted  responsibility  for  the  atrocities. 
And  here  we  are  today,  fumbling  around  with  a report,"  Brady  said. 

Park  service  officials  met  this  week  with  leaders  of  the  Cheyenne  and 
Arapahoe  tribes  to  finalize  its  proposal  for  the  historic  area. 

U.S.  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  partly  of  Northern  Cheyenne 
descent,  has  promised  to  introduce  legislation  to  create  a memorial  at  the 
site. 

The  National  Park  Service  maintains  many  sites  in  honor  of  the  settling 
of  the  West,  including  forts  and  the  site  where  Gen.  George  Armstrong  Custer 
and  his  7th  Cavalry  were  wiped  out.  But  none  of  the  half  dozen  of  major 
massacres  of  Indians  has  been  included. 

An  effort  to  make  Wounded  Knee,  South  Dakota,  a national  historic  site 
stalled  in  Congress. 

Congress  ordered  the  Park  Service  to  study  whether  Sand  Creek  should  be 
designated  as  a national  historic  site.  Last  May,  archaeologists  aided  by 
satellite  imagery  confirmed  the  site  of  the  massacre  was  on  private  land 
about  150  miles  southeast  of  Denver  and  10  miles  north  of  the  hamlet  of 
Chivington  on  U.S.  Highway  40  near  the  Kansas  border. 
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College  program  targets  enrollment  of  Indians 

c.  The  Oklahoman 

06/09/2000 

Increasing  the  enrollment  of  American  Indian  students  at  the  University 
of  Oklahoma  College  of  Public  Health  is  the  goal  of  a project  funded  by  a 
grant  from  the  Robert  Wood  Johnson  Foundation. 

The  OU  College  of  Public  Health  is  one  of  only  10  public  health  schools 
nationwide  to  receive  funding  for  the  Health  Professions  Partnership 
Initiative  program. 

The  college  will  partner  with  three  public  agencies  and  other  OU  programs 
and  colleges  with  the  goal  of  improving  the  academic  achievement  of 
students  attending  the  Riverside  Indian  School  in  Anadarko  and  Anadarko 
Schools . 

The  project  also  will  strive  to  expand  students'  awareness  of  the 
opportunities  offered  by  careers  in  public  health  and  other  health  care 
professions . 

Another  facet  of  the  project  involves  recruiting  American  Indian  college 
students  to  the  OU  College  of  Public  Health. 

The  Health  Professions  Partnership  Initiative  involves  OU  programs  from 
the  Norman  campus  and  the  OU  Health  Sciences  Center  Oklahoma  City  campus, 
the  Lawton  Service  Unit  Health  Advisory  Board,  Indian  Health  Service  and 
the  Oklahoma  Department  of  Health. 

"Through  HPPI,  we  are  seeking  to  address  the  long-  standing 
under-representation  of  Native  Americans  in  the  public  health  professions, 
including  such  areas  as  health  administration  and  policy,  occupational  and 
environmental  health,  health  promotion,  and  biostatistics  and 
epidemiology,"  said  Aietah  Stephens,  program  director. 

These  career  areas  offer  opportunities  for  Indians,  said  Stephens,  who 
is  a member  of  the  Kiowa  tribe  and  a former  resident  of  Anadarko. 


"Increased  participation  by  Native  Americans  in  public  health  professions 
could  have  a real  impact  on  solving  some  of  the  public  health  issues  that 
face  Native  Americans/'  she  said. 

These  issues  include  a very  high  incidence  of  diabetes  and  heart  disease. 
Other  public  health  issues  facing  American  Indian  communities  include 
substance  abuse,  suicide  and  teen  pregnancy. 

The  program  is  in  its  formative  stages,  Stephens  says.  But  HPPI  recently 
participated  in  Riverside's  annual  Health  Day  sponsored  by  the  College  of 
Public  Health  Native  American  Prevention  Research  Center.  Other  activities 
will  include  visits  to  the  OU  Health  Sciences  Center  campus  and  "career 
shadowing"  opportunities  that  pair  students  with  public  health 
professionals . 

One  of  the  goals  of  the  program  is  to  implement  specific  activities 
designed  to  increase  academic  performance  in  math  and  science. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  12  Dune  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


>From  my  mailbag! 

Somebody  please  write  to  Manuel! 

Thanks,  Danet  Smith 

Hello  Danet, 

Here  is  his  name,  DOC  number  and  address: 

Manuel  Redwoman 
#24920 

700  Conley  Lake  Road, 

Deerlodge,  Montana  59722 

He  is  35,  Northern  Cheyenne/Lakota/Arapaho  in  lockdown  23/24 

I am  not  sure  what  kind  of  info  you  are  asking  me  for.  He  has  been  my 
penfriend  for  6 months  now  and  we  both  enjoy  this  correspondence  very 
much  and  we'll  keep  writing,  but  being  locked  up  alone,  he  feels  he 
needs  new  contacts  in  his  life  to  help  him  through  this  ongoing  ordeal 
due  to  retaliation,  and  to  keep  his  sanity.  (He  has  filed  two  lawsuits 
against  the  prison) . 

He  is  a traditional  Northern  Cheyenne,  single,  he  likes  writing  poems, 
drawing,  he  is  into  Native  Spirituality  and...  is  a fighter  :-) 

But  of  course,  he's  human  too,  and  he  needs  encouragement,  especially  now. 
I like  him  very  much,  but  being  (happily)  married  there  is  only  so  much 
I can  do . . . 

I do  not  know  what  kind  of  info  you  can  include  on  the  list.  Whatever 
you  will  write  will  be  fine  with  him,  even  if  it  is  only  his  name,  and 
address.  And  I do  know  that  your  list  is  not  a matrimonial  agency!!!!! 

This  is  not  what  this  is  about  :-) 


Thank  you  so  much,  (on  Manuel's  behalf  too). 
Keep  up  your  wonderful  work,  and  take  care, 

Brigette 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : Tournament  of  Tribal  Champions"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Mar  2000  23:03:56  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub  j : Tournament  of  Tribal  Champions 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Wunkus  stretched  himself,  his  six  foot  slender  frame  sliding  out  of 
bed.  Thursday,  it  is  time  to  throw  his  things  in  the  small  Nike 
duffel  bag  he  had  by  his  bed,  he  grabbed  his  old  worn  leather 
basketball,  and  his  new  high  tops  from  their  box  and  put  them  in  the 
bag,  then  he  washed  his  face. 

His  mom  called  him  to  her  room,  and  he  stepped  across  the  hallway, 
and  looked  through  her  open  door. 

Are  you  leaving  now.  Son. 

I think  they  are  coming,  they  should  be  here  pretty  soon.  She 
reached  under  her  star  quilt,  an  old  hand  made  one  given  to  her  some 
years  ago.  She  called  him  over  and  slid,  $40  dollars  into  his  hand.  She 
touched  his  cheek  and  told  him,  go  ahead  and  take  it  just  in  case. 

He  was  going  to  say  something  but  didn't.  He  put  it  in  his  sox 
and  went  to  the  kitchen.  He  made  a jam  sandwich  and  drank  some  milk. 

His  younger  brother  asked  him,  are  you  going  to  play  basketball 
again?. 

Yeah,  we  are  going  to  Fort  Duchesne.  Where  is  Ft.  Duchesne,  Wunkus? 

It  is  in  Utah.  Where  is  Utah?  It  is  that  a way,  he  pointed  back  over 
his  shoulder  to  the  southwest  about  9 hours  sitting  in  the  car.  Wow 
that  is  a long  way,  from  here,  yeah  it  is 

Wunkus  grabbed  a package  of  baloney  and  Kraft  cheese  slices,  sixteen  of 
them  and  stuffed  them  in  his  bag.  The  horn  of  the  van,  let  him  know  it 
was  time  to  go.  He  yelled  ..."see  you.  Mom",  and  left  before  he  could 
hear  her  reply.  It  was  early,  maybe  six  or  so.  Pine  Ridge  is  cold  this 
time  of  morning.  He  got  in,  Bucky  was  driving,  and  Selway,  Barney  in 
the  Woods  and  Dave  were  waiting  for  him. 


"Dust  us  five  going".  Yep,  no  body  else  could  make  it.  Wunkus  got  the 
bench  seat  in  the  far  back  and  settled  in  for  the  ride.  The  van  was 
about  to  pull  out,  then  his  brother  came  running  out  of  the  old  3 
bedroom  HUD  house.  "Wait,  wait!  You  forgot  the  jerseys,  he  was  holding 
a white  laundry  bag  over  his  head  running  to  the  van.  Salway  grabbed  it 
from  the  open  window  and  told  Doey. . .your  ok,  kid,  going  to  be  a 
Frybread  Warrior  some  day.  They  waved  at  him  as  he  stood  there  watching 
him  leave. 

"I  hear  Ft.  Washakie  has  a pretty  good  team".  Yeah  one  of  those 
Arapahoe  boys  made  all  state  this  year  for  Wyoming,  they  should  be 
pretty  good. 

You  know  you  guys  are  gona  have  to  run,  can't  quit,  so  you  guys  are 

gonna  have  to  do  it  cuz  we  got  no  backup We  can  do  it,  isn't? 

They  all  looked  at  Salway  and  laughed  cuz  he  was  tall,  6 '8"  but 
weighed  320,  so  he  was  a big,  big  guy. 

Them  Navajos  have  an  all  star  team  from  all  over  the  rez,  some  guy 
from  Shiprock,  a guy  from  Flag,  and  one  who  played  from  CEA,  College  of 
Eastern  Arizona... I heard  about  him,  didn't  he  used  to  play  for  Window 

Rock  Scouts,  we  played  him  last  year  in  Denver Uh,  uh,  he  made  all 

star  that  tournament,  his  name  is  Hoskie,  he  can  sure  shoot  the  tre's. 

Them  Navajo  guys  are  short,  but  they  sure  can  run  and  gun.  We  will 
have  to  make  them  hurt  on  the  backboard... 

Southern  Ute  took  it  last  year,  they  are  coming  to  play  again,  they 
are  all  back  I think.  That  one  kid,  Anthony,  he  sure  can  jump... he  is 
your  man  Sal... got  to  take  him  down ....  piece  of  cake.... got  it  made  in 
the  shade. . . 

BYU  Indian  club,  what  is  their  name... the  Braves,  they  are  coming  up, 
they  are  usually  pretty  good.  They  got  a couple  of  Ojibway  boys  from 

Minnesota  that  can  hit  from  just  about  anywhere Oh,  yeah  where  are 

they  from not  sure,  but  they  have  made  a name  for 

themselves 

Anybody  bring  anything  to  eat no  one  says  anything... I think 

everything  we  have  is  going  for  gas,  it's  $1.95  at  the  tore. . .brought  a 
hose  just  in  case. .. laughing  heard.... 

The  drive  is  long,  and  monotonous hours  pass  and  the  cheese  is 

half  gone  and  baloney  skins  are  laying  all  over  the  floor.... 

How  far not  too  much  longer  I think.  Do  you  remember  Dohnny 

Angel,  that  really  big  Ute  guy.  Yeah,  he  used  to  be  pretty  good  20 
years  ago  when  he  was  young,  now  he  is  an  old  man.... I hear  he  has  a 
son,  named  Wunkus  too,  who  plays  pretty  good,  just  as  tall  too. 

Well  we  will  have  to  see  how  he  plays.  Remember  Bobby 
Chapoose. . .yeah. . . .he  has  two  sons  now  that  play  too,  they  are  really 
fast  and  tall  too.  Who  do  they  play  for.... they  play  for  the  Fort 

Duchesne  Nighthawks.  They  used  to  have  one  short  guy,  what  was  his 

name... I can't  remember  but  I know  who  you  are  talking  about,  he  is 
still  is  playing,  he  can  sure  handle  the  ball.  Who  you  talking 
about... you  know  that  one  guy  with  a crewcut,  he's  a firefighter  during 
the  summer  with  that  Indian  hot  shot  crew  from  there... oh,  you  mean  OB 
Taveapont,  yeah  he  was  pretty  good,  is  hevstill  playing?  Yeah  he  is 
still  is  their  point  guard silence. ...  later.  Damn  I feel 

old,  OB  used  to  play  back  in  77,  hell  that  was  33  years  ago  and  he 
still  their  point  guard?  Are  you  sure  it  isn't  his  son?  NO,  it  is 
still  him.... I got  to  see  this.... 

After  a long  drive,  pulling  into  the  gym  parking  lot  at  Fort 
Duchesne ... .there  are  alot  of  cars  here,  some  with  Oklahoma  plates, 
there  are  some  from  California  and  look  at  those  girls  from 
where... can  you  see  them ... .YEAH,  I can  see  that  ONE,  the  tall 
one... I want  to  know  that  one. ...  laughing. .. hold  your  horses, 

Wunkus ... .they  all  look  that  way ... .what ' s the  plate  say  Oregon? .. .must 
be  Colville,  maybe,  Salish  Kootenai. . .or  Siletz...I  don't  care,  but 
she  is  the  one  I saw  in  my  dreams  last  week... she  is 
waiting  for  me.... the  guys  all  laugh. 

The  van  with  Indian  drums  painted  on  the  side  parks  and  they  pile 
out.  They  all  walk  slowly  across  the  cracked  sidewalk  to  the  rust 
colored  gym  building.  They  come  in  from  the  East  side  and  walk  single 


file  past  the  concession  stand.  They  stop  at  the  bracket,  all  five 
Sioux  boys,  looks  like  32  teams  from  all  over  and  32  women's  teams  too. 

Salway,  goes  to  the  office  door  and  picks  up  their  passes,  they  put 
them  on.  As  they  walk  past  the  two  Indian  girls  collecting 
money  at  the  gym  door,  they  take  on  a more  easy  stride,  like  warriors 
walking  single  file,  they  take  their  time,  stepping  as  one  and  find  an 
open  spot  at  the  far  side  of  the  gym,  that  spot  will  be  their  home  until 
Saturday.  The  gym  is  crowded,  a women's  game  is  going  on.... it  is  their 
time  and  place,  they  have  come  to  play  ball... look  at  all  those  Indian 
girls .. .Wunkus  reaches  into  his  bag  and  pulls  out  his  old  leather  ball. 
The  girls  look  at  them,  the  old  folks  have  seen  it  all  before.  The  other 
teams  size  them  up. 

In  the  old  days  we  met  on  the  plains,  enemies  and  allies  we  were, 
counting  coup,  fighting  and  in  it  proving  ourselves ...  but  this  is  not 
unlike  that... we  have  come  to  play. . .we  are  good  and  you  can  tell  by 
the  way  we  walk. . .this  is  our  gym... we  are  the  ones  who  will  take  the 

Tournament  of  Tribal  Champions The  little  kids  laugh,  as  a pile  of 

baloney  skins  falls  out  of  Wunkus 's  gym  bag  onto  the  floor.  The 
referee,  Dohnny  Angel  blows  his  whistle,  a time  out  is  called  and  comes 
over  and  calls  him  back,  you  need  to  pick  up  your  baloney  skins.  So  it 
goes  with  Indian  basketball  players  and  the  Tournament  of  Tribal 
Champions  this  weekend  at  Fort  Duchesne  on  the  Uintah  and  Ouray 
Reservation ... .who  is  that  sitting  way  over  on  the  other 
side. . . . rustywire  and  not  too  far  away  there  are  five  of  his  sons 
watching  waiting  for  their  turn  to  step  into  the  court.  Hey  who  are 
those  guys...i  hear  they  are  from  Pine  Ridge... what  are  they 
called ....  let  me  see... they  are  the  Frybread  Warriors. . .maybe 

they  should  change  their  names  to  the  Baloney  Skins whistle 

blows ...  let ' s play  ball. 

"RE:  Poem:  Prophecy"  

Date:  Wed,  7 Dun  2000  13:15:52  -0500 
From:  "Dohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : New  Poem 

To  all, 

I awoke  last  night  and  saw  - and  perhaps  it  is  what  will  be  - and 
perhaps  it  is  Hollyweird  - regardless,  here  it  is. 

Best,  Dohn  B,  Oklahoma 


Prophecy 

I saw  Creators  bullet  of  fire  strike. 
Mother  earth's  waters. 

Steam  rose,  as  she  shuddered. 

Her  bones  twitched. 

I watched  her  Tsunamis  streak. 
Across  the  paths. 

Of  Island  voyagers. 

Headed  shoreward. 

I felt  her  skin  shake. 

And  watched  boils  of  cities  topple. 
Her  waters  reached  shore. 

And  cleansed  those  wounds. 


I saw  her  blood  rise. 

And  her  mountains  awake. 

In  flame  and  ash. 
Drawing  a cover  over  her  skin. 

Many  traveled  on. 

But  I knew  somehow. 


our  people  continued, 

I could  watch  no  longer. 


And  saw  no  more. 

Dohn  Berry,  Oklahoma 
Summer  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  05  Dun  2000  07:21:20  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  18-24 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

18 

All  great  schemes  were  born  of  dreams. 

19 

Sing  with  the  voice  of  the  wind. 

20 

In  the  hidden  places  are  found  the  rarest  of  flowers. 

21 

Summer's  moon  is  rising  now  above  the  mountains. 

22 

Speak  softly  of  your  secret  joys. 

23 

Doy  is  the  visible  expression  of  wonder. 

24 

True  dreams  are  born  of  sea  spray,  of  ehukai. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Dune  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Sat,  20  May  2000  07:11:41  -0600 
From:  Adell  Kinsman  <adell@sunsinger.com> 

Sub j : Three  Events  to  Happen  in  the  Black  Hills 

Please  read  and  distribute  this  announcement.  Thank  you 


Three  events  will  be  taking  place  in  the  "Heart  of  Everything  That  Is 
(Black  Hills)  during  the  month  of  Dune.  They  will  be  held  in  the  same 
general  area  and  are  joining  together  to  honor  Global  Unity  and  Our 
Mother  Earth. 


World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  - Dune  18th-21st  in  the  Black  Hills. 
http://www.worldpeaceday.com/2000/ 

Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  - Dune  19th-22nd  in  the  Black  Hills. 
http://www.journeybacktotheheart.com 

Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes/Gathering  of  Eagles  - Dune  22nd-25th  in  the 
Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota. 

http: //www. sunsinger.com/bhcom/gatherings . shtml 


World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  Gathering: 


This  Gathering  will  be  held  Dune  18th-21st  in  the  Black  Hills.  Chief 
Arvol  Looking  Horse  has  issued  an  invitation  for  people  of  all  faiths  to 
gather  at  their  sacred  sites,  or  pray  in  their  own  manner  for  global 
peace  and  healing  on  Dune  21,  2000.  "As  keeper  of  the  19th  generation 
Sacred  White  Buffalo  Pipe  of  Peace,  I,  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the 
Lakota,  Nakota  and  Dakota  Nation,  would  like  to  invite  the  world  to 
recognize  Dune  21st  as  a day  of  prayer  for  global  healing.  Please 
create  a gathering  in  your  community,  no  matter  what  belief  in  the 
Creator  - Unite  globally  to  honor  and  heal  all  life.  May  peace  be  with 
you  all." 

WPPD  web  site:  http://www.worldpeaceday.com/2000/ 


Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  Gathering: 

People  will  journey  from  the  four  directions  to  gather  in  unity  to  pray 
and  to  reaffirm  their  belief  in  the  Creator.  And  as  people  journey  from 
the  West,  North,  East  and  South  they  will  be  guided  spiritually  by  the 
Wisdom  of  the  Ancestors,  the  Teachers  of  the  Sacred  Ways,  the  Keepers  of 
all  that  is  Sacred  to  all  people.  It  is  a place  where  we  will  send  our 
voices  and  our  prayers  as  one  people.  We  shall  come  together  in  the  He 
Sapa,  the  Black  Hills,  where  we  shall  accept  all  men  and  all  women  into 
the  Sacred  Circle.  It  is  here  that  we  shall  fulfill  the  vision  of 
Mitakuye  Oyasin,  We  Are  All  Related.  Spiritual  Leaders  are  working 
toward  coming  together  at  the  center,  during  the  Summer  Solstice  (Dune 
19-22,  2000)  for  a Spiritual  Conference,  World  Healing  Ceremonies,  and 
World  Prayer  for  Global  Peace,  Respect,  and  Unity.  If  you  are  unable  to 
make  this  Dourney  to  the  Black  Hills,  we  are  asking  our  relatives  to 
begin  this  ceremony  on  Dune  19  through  the  22,  2000  over  the  Summer 
Solstice.  Dourney  Back  to  the  Heart  web  site: 
http://www.journeybacktotheheart.com/ 


Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes  / Gathering  of  Eagles: 

The  Spiritual  Unity  of  Tribes  is  a Gathering  of  all  People  from  all 
Nations  uniting  Spiritually  through  sharing  and  respecting  each  other's 
traditions  and  philosophies  of  life.  We  reach  out  to  like-minded 
individuals,  with  the  prayer  that  the  establishment  of  a strong 
foundation  of  understanding  is  important  to  all  of  us.  We  are  trying  to 
do  our  best  for  the  seven  generations  to  come,  as  well  as  teach  our 
children  and  grandchildren  in  ways  that  will  help  them  to  protect  the 
generations  in  front  of  them.  We  want  the  Elders,  the  Spiritual 
Leaders,  the  Nations  to  come  forth  and  share  their  knowledge  with  us,  so 
that  each  of  us  will  be  stronger,  and  more  aware  of  our  responsibilities 
for  the  future  generations.  This  Gathering  is  a prayer,  and  all  of  us 
will  help  make  it  happen  in  a good  way. 

In  Unity, 

Adell  Kinsman 

Sun  Singer  web  site 

http: //www. sunsinger.com 


Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  07:25:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Duly  4th  - Full  Circle  Celebration  of  Native  America 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

MA-NA-TA-KA 

EVENT:  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 
DATE:  Friday  Dune  30th, 2000  ~ 4 th  of  Duly  weekend! 

PLACE:  The  Convention  Center,  Manataka,  Arkansas, 

Hot  Springs  National  Park. 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  people  of  the  land  made  pilgrimages 
to  MA-NA-TA-KA,  The  Place  of  Peace,  The  Valley  of  the  Vapors, 

The  Great  Gathering  Place,  The  Place  of  the  Healing  Waters, 

Home  of  the  Rainbow  Woman. 

According  to  researchers,  over  34  language  groups  traveled 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  in  great  councils 
at  Manataka.  The  sights  they  beheld  were  unbelievably 


beautiful.  The  experiences  they  cherished  were  remembered 
in  song  and  dance  for  generations! 

For  the  first  time  in  over  200  years,  this  will  be  the  first  of 
many  more  to  come. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native  America  is  a depiction 
of  what  our  culture  was,  and  what  it  is  today.  FULL  CIRCLE 
is  the  story  of  Manataka,  told  in  song,  dance,  and  story 
telling.  The  performance  is  extremely  dynamic,  moving  and 
a thunderstorm  of  color!  Representing  dozens  of  American 
Indian  Nations  are  musicians,  dancers,  singers,  and  story 
tellers,  who  touch  the  audience  with  tears,  joy,  excitement 
beyond  description. 

The  combination  of  pounding  drums,  jingling  dancer's  feet, 
awe  inspiring  stories  of  ancient  tradition  make  for  an  evening 
of  fantastic  edu-tainment . FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native 
America  will  be  a spectacular  event  to  remember! 

FEATURING: 

BILL  (Ghostdance)  MILLER 

Bill  Miller  is  the  winner  of  five  1999  Native  American  Indian 
music  awards  including:  Artist  of  the  year.  Best  Male  Artist, 

Folk  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  and  Song  writer  of  the  Year. 

GAYLE  ROSS 

Gayle  Ross  is  a wonderfully  moving  and  fantastically  funny  story 
teller  of  the  Cherokee.  Fler  works  have  been  enjoyed  by  audiences 
all  over  the  country. 

ECHOES  OF  EARTH  AND  SKY 

Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky;  features  two-world  class  fancy  dancers. 
Rob  Greyhill  (Navajo)  and  Jennifer  Meness  ( Algonquin).  Awesome 
examples  of  Native  artistry  are  intertwined  with  enchanting  songs 
and  fascinating  stories  of  creation,  love,  and  adventures. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  DANCE  COMPANY 

The  Great  American  Indian  Dance  Company;  is  a fantastic  group 
just  back  from  a tour  of  Europe  where  they  received  standing 
ovations  at  every  show.  The  Great  American  Indian  Dancers  are 
the  best  powwow  performers  in  the  nation! 

THE  SELECT  CHOIR  - CHEROKEE  CHILDRENS  CHOIR 

The  Select  Choir;  is  20  children  dressed  full  regalia  that  perform 
Indian  sign  language  in  the  beautiful  Cherokee  language. 

TICKET  INFORMATION 

The  GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  10:30  p.m.,  free,  no 

admission  charge! 

A MATINEE  SHOW  - Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky  with  Gayle 
Ross  starts  at  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  go  on  sale  May  1st, 2000. 

DOORS  OPEN  TO  THE  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICA  AT  7:30  P.M.  Tickets  go  on  sale 
May  1st, 2000. 

Children  and  adults  will  be  given  a special  opportunity  to  see 
and  participate  in  the  Great  American  Indian  Craft  Exposition. 

They  will  see  American  Indians  make  jewelry,  clothing,  hunting 
weapons,  baskets  and  many  other  crafts.  They  will  see  real 
life-size  tepees  and  hear  special  presentations. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  tickets,  please  send  us  your 
name  and  address,  telephone  number  and  email  address. 

Tell  us  how  many  reserved  and/or  general  admission  tickets 
you  need.  E-mail  MANATAKA@HOTMAIL.COM 

To  purchase  tickets  by  phone,  dial  TOLL  FREE  1-888-747-9185 


All  major  credit  cards  accepted  please  have  your  card  ready! 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by:  Manataka  American  Indian 
Council,  Hot  Springs  Art  Center 

VENDOR  INFORMATION  ~ GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN 
CRAFT  EXPOSITION  ~ FRIDAY  , IIUNE  30,2000 
HOT  SPRINGS  CONVENTION  CENTER 
HOT  SPRINGS  NATIONAL  PARK,  ARKANSAS 

The  MAIC  will  spend  thousands  of  dollars  and  hundreds 
of  man  hours  advertising  and  promoting  this  event  by  radio, 
television,  newspaper,  magazines,  posters,  flyers,  table 
tents,  post  cards  and  the  internet.  We  anticipate  a crowd 
of  5,000  to  6,500. 

FULL  CIRCLE  will  be  the  largest  event  of  its  kind  ever 
produced  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

The  people  of  Arkansas  are  starving  for  a live  American 
Indian  experience.  Our  experienced  professionals,  staff 
members  and  volunteers  are  dedicated  to  providing  you 
and  the  general  public  with  quality  production.  We 
welcome  your  questions  and  comments. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a spectacular  performance  , large 
crowds  and  a event  filled  with  blessings  for  everyone.  If  you 
wish  to  participate  a vendor,  please  read  the  following: 

Special  lodging  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a limited 
number  of  vendors  at  $20.00  per  person  per  night.  First  come 
first  serve  basis. 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

Copy,  cut,  and  paste  the  following  application. 

Send  it  by  e-mail  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 
Drag  your  mouse  over  the  text  holding  down  the  button, 
this  marks  the  text.  Once  marked,  hit  the  "control"  key 
and  the  "C"  key  at  the  same  time,  this  copies  the  text. 

Go  to  email  and  hit  the  "control"  key  and  the  "V"  key 
at  the  same  time,  this  pastes  the  text. 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
VENDOR  APPLICATION  FORM 

PLEASE  CLEARLY  PRINT  OR  TYPE. 

FILL  IN  ALL  BLANKS. 

Name: Telephone^  ) 

Address: State: Zip: 

Tribe : Agency: 

E-mail: Sponsored  by: 

Number  of  Booth  Spaces: Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 

For  more  information  send  email  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "limmy  Boy  Dial"  <3BDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 


out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 


Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  Dack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 
send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 
In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 
To  unsubscribe  type:  unsubscribe  paths-1 
(no  subject  is  necessary  for  the  message). 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 


University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub  j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 
Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 


tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

18th  - 20th  - Duncan  B.C;  Thunder  In  The  Valley  - Competition  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 
Camping  available 
Harold  or  Carol  (250)  748-9404 

18th  - 20th  - Merritt  B.C;  Nicola  Valley  Gathering  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  - Camping  ?? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 


5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 


:ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Jacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  JUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fni,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99(3yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Justin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12:30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 


Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 
Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 


No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Him  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 

Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
Dohn  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
Dess  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 

For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Dr.  Girl ' s Cloth 
Dr.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Evening 
Tiny  Tots 


Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Friday  Night 
49  Contest 
Jennifer  Lunsford 


Activities 

Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 


Sunday  Morning 


Stop  Dance  Leader  Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 


& Obstable  Course 


Coordinator 


Shell  Shaker 
Contests  Jay 
Blalock 
Coordinator 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Golf  Tournament  & 
Horseshoe 
Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 
From:  gars@netcom.com 
Sub j : The  Circle 

Pow  Wow  Calendar 
5/1/00 

June  27-July  2 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribes  19th  Annual  Pow  Wow  & Summer  Gathering 

Sault  Ste  Marie,  Michigan 

Fore  more  info  call  1-800-793-0660. 


Dune  30-Duly  2 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow  grounds,  WI 

Grand  entries  are  at  1 & 7 on  Sat,  and  1 p.m  on  Sun.  For  more  info  call  Dim 
at  (715)  779-3152. 

Duly  7-9 

Prairie  Island  Dakota  Dance  & Singing  Championships  Pow-Wow 
Prairie  Island  is  located  10  miles  north  of  Red  Wing  MN,  on  County  Road 
#18.  The  Pow  Wow  grounds  are  next  to  Treasure  Island  Resort  & Casino.  Free 
Admission.  For  more  info  call  1-800-554-5473,  ext.  4103  or  4126. 

Duly  14,  15,  16 

Sugar  Island  4th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan 

Free  Admission.  For  more  info  & directions  call  1-800-793-0660. 

Duly  21,  22,  23 

Honoring  Our  People  Pow  Wow 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Maawanji ' iding 

Ojibwa  Campground 

Baraga,  MI 

For  more  info  & directions  call  Pauline  Spruce  at  (906)  353-6623,  ext. 

4140. 

Duly  29,  30 
Gagaguwon  Pow-Wow 
OuSable  Children's  Park 
Oscoda,  MI 

For  more  info  call  Doe  or  Sue  at  (517)739-1994,  or  email  at 
gagaguwon@hotmail . com . 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  03  Dun  2000  17:22:41  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Summer/Fall  Events  Listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000- 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 
-Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them 
are  being  listed  for  the  first  time.- 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation.* 


Dune  24:  Cherokee  Voices  Festival,  at  the  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian  on 
the  Qualla  Reservation  in  Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3481. 

Dune  24:  Cornbread  Cook-Off,  Linville,  NC.  It  may  be  something  of  a Redneck 
competition  these  days,  but  the  Cherokee  were  making  selu  gadu  before  the 
white  man  ever  heard  of  corn.  Info:  (704)  733-5213. 

Dune  26-27:  Wounded  Knee  Memorial  Gathering,  at  Wounded  Knee,  SD.  An 
honoring  for  the  People  of  Oglala  and  a call  for  Peace,  Freedom  & 
Reconciliation.  Twenty-five  years  ago,  the  FBI  initiated  a shoot-out  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation  that  left  one  Lakota  & two  FBI  agants  dead.  It  also 
lead  to  the  eventual  unjust  conviction  & incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier. 
This  is  a call  to  remember  the  fallen,  mend  the  hurt,  and  bring  about 
freedom  for  Peltier.  Those  choosing  to  participate  should  come  prepared  to 
be  self-sufficient  with  food  & shelter.  Camping  will  be  available.  Schedule 
of  events/  Dune  26:  Sunrise  Ceremony,  to  honor  the  people  of  Oglala  & all 
those  who  lost  loved  ones  during  the  Pine  Ridge  Reign  of  Terror.  A 
Traditional  Feast  Dinner  will  be  held  later  in  the  day;  Dune  27:  Sunrise 
Ceremony,  followed  by  meetings  to  bring  about  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier 
and  to  bring  to  justice  those  who  caused  the  loss  of  lives  during  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reign  of  Terror.  There  will  also  be  a Youth  Awareness  Concert, 
featuring  Dine'  Hip-Flop  artist,  Natay.  All  are  encouraged  to  bring  gifts  for 
the  giveaway  for  the  people  of  Oglala.  [For  a more  complete  background  on 
Wounded  Knee,  please  latch  onto  a copy  of  Peter  Mathiesson's  excellent  book, 
"In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse."]  To  receive  directions,  information  about 
nearby  motels  & other  preparatory  information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044.  Phone:  (785) 

842-5774/fax:  842-5796. 

Dune  30-Duly  2:  Cherokee  4th  of  Duly  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC.  There  will  be  fireworks  at  11pm  on  Duly  1.  Info: 

(828)  497-3481. 

Duly  6-8:  17th  Annual  Tomato  Festival,  Ripley,  TN.  Salutations  to  another 
fruit  that  originated  in  the  America's.  Info:  (901)  635-9541. 

Duly  8-9:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Cumberland  University 
in  Lebanon,  TN.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian 
Rights  and  the  Tanasi  Ma'tera  Indigenous  Circle,  this  event  has  been  moved 
from  its  former  location  at  Dim  Warren  Park  in  Franklin  to  the  Cumberland 
University  Football  Field  in  Lebanon.  HM:  Damie  Pheasant;  HL:  Stephanie 
Lewis-Pheasant;  MC:  Doe  French;  AD:  Randy  Medrano;  HD:  TBA;  Guest  Northern 
Drum:  Eagle  Crossing.  All  dancers  & guest  drums  are  welcome.  Hours: 

10am-9pm,  Saturday;  10am-5pm,  Sunday.  GE:  1:00pm  each  day.  Info:  Gilbert 
Cupp  (615)  791-0646,  Diane  or  Sandy  Perry  (615)  871-0940,  or  Pat  Cummins 
(615)  885-9402. 

Duly  15-16:  Charity  Pow  Wow  for  the  Special  Wish  Foundation,  at  Dillon  State 
Park,  near  Zanesville,  OH.  This  foundation  grants  wishes  to  terminally  ill 
children.  HM:  Dimmy  LaQuay;  HL:  Tammy  LaQuay;  AD:  Wayne  Appleton;  HV:  Bob 
Gibson;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  HD:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  Guest  Drums:  Little  Hawk, 
Mystic  Lake  Singers,  Red  Bird  Singers,  Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  more.  All 
dancers  & singers  will  be  fed,  provided  camping  sites,  and  showers.  Info: 
jennis@zoomnet.net  or  littlesquirrel55@hotmail.com. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  Dim  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9025. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 


Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Derry  Denton;  HL:  Daye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Under  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow,  Greensboro,  NC. 
Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weapons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Martha  E Ture,  Sumer  W Cree,  Dim  Oyler, 
Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Dust  an  Old  Man,  Danet  Smith,  Lona, 

Pat  Morris,  Gary  Smith,  Chris  Milda,  Larry  Innes.  Dohn  D Berry,  KOLA  HQ, 
Dohn  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:51:23  2000 
Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  19:13:35  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.026 
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, , VOLUME  08,  ISSUE  026  0 o 0 

/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' Dune  24,  2000  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Potawatomi  moon  of  the  turtle  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Flavasupai  moon  when  cicadas  are  heard 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  LPDC,  Triballaw,  KOLA  Newslist,  NatFilm, 
Indianz  elist.  Big  Mountain,  & Innu-L  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

UUCP  email; 

http://www.billingsgazette.com/region/20000604_r3bank.html 

http: //www. Oregon live. com/newsflash /index. ssf ?/cgi-free/getstory_ssf .cgi?o04 
http: //www. az star net . com/public/dnews/000612oodham. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"Are  not  women  and  children  more  timid  than  men?  The  Cheyenne  warriors 
are  not  afraid,  but  have  you  never  heard  of  Sand  Creek?  Your  soldiers 
look  just  like  the  soldiers  that  butchered  women  and  children  there." 

Woquini  (Roman  Nose)  to  General  Winfield  Scott  Flancock 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

l I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 


! Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

I Dourney  [ 

t The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  j 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  [ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  | 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

i I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  j 


plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I had  a email  from  a friend  asking  me  about  an  individual  who  is 
presenting  himself  as  the  best  one  to  determine  if  a "medicine  is  good." 
This  "prophet"  has  already  written  a book  which  touts  his  great  knowledge, 
which  is  a blatant  rip  of  teachings  he  has  gleaned  from  elders. 

This  grand  teacher  would  like  for  me  to  share  his  website.  Not  a 
chance!  I am  not  going  to  help  this  charlatan  run  up  his  tick  count 
and  help  him  make  money  in  that  way. 

I will  tell  you  he  is  going  around  the  country  offering  workshops  to 
help  you  determine  "The  One  True  Way"  and  how  to  return  to  a "One  Hearted 
Way"  based  on  his  interpretations  of  ancient  teachings.  (Dust  bring 
your  wallet,  MasterCard  or  Visa...) 

This  great  teacher  is,  unfortunately,  not  a lone  traveler.  There 
are  many  enlightened  teachers  popping  up  to  help  people  of  all  walks 
learn  how  to  "Walk  to  the  Light".  (Dust  bring  your  wallet,  MasterCard 
or  Visa . . . ) 

We  were  told  this  time  of  "false  prophets"  was  coming.  If  it's  not 
already  here,  it's  well  on  its  way.  Instead  of  handing  over  your  dollars 
to  these  snake  oil  merchants,  go  help  an  elder  repair  their  home,  teach  a 
child  something  to  help  them  find  their  way  through  life,  go  back  into 
the  Ceremonies  of  _your  People_.  Return  to  the  first  instructions  as  you 
have  been  told.  That's  how  to  find  your  way  to  "The  True  Way",  and  you 
don't  need  to  go  to  your  wallet,  MasterCard  or  Visa....  Dust  go  home, 
and  the  way  is  there  waiting  for  you  to  reach  out  and  embrace  it. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

A personal  note  to  Hunter  Pictou: 

You  have  a long  road  ahead  of  you.  You  start  strong,  though.  Your 
family  has  shown  great  strength.  That  strength  is  yours.  Seek  the 
truth  as  Anna  did.  Don't  be  drawn  from  your  path  by  those  with  agendas. 
Enjoy  life.  Live  it  well. 

Always  remember  you  are  never  alone. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 
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Gary  Night  Owl 


gars@netcom.com 


P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 
Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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- Save  Amazon  Rain  Forest 
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- Native  Leaders  Linder  Stress 

- Innu  Parents  Condemn 
Peenamin  McKenzie  School 

- Ipperwash  Coalition 
Newsletter  #34 

- Shawnee  Fears  Tax  Loss 
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Yields  47  Arrests 

- Battle  Over  Humboldt  River  Waters 

- Classes  in  Salish 
Resume  on  Dune  19 
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Skills  with  Young  Son 

- Indian  Women  Struggle  to  Move  Up 

- Tribe  Stakes  Claim 
to  Illinois  Land 

- Cherokee  Legal  Victory  Paved  Way 

- Tribal  Council  Overrides 
Cherokee  Chief 

"RE : The  Lesson  of  Respect 
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- Prisoner  Suicide 

- CNN  Peltier  Stories 
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- If  I Were  Born  Back  Then 

- Poem:  My  Fathers  Hands  Were  Strong 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Thu,  15  Dun  2000  11:39:54  EDT 
From:  SumerWCree@aol.com 
Sub j : respect 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  - 

The  Lesson  Of  Respect 

From:  ravenwolf@cafes.net  (Ravenwolf  Ohawe) 


Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

The  Lesson  of  Respect 

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  the  Native  Culture  is  Respect. 
Respect  in  this  culture  includes  many  things:  respect  for  Life, 

Self  and  Elders. 


Respect  for  life: 

We  believe  all  life  is  sacred.  All  Life  is  an  expression  of  the  Creator. 
Each  has  its  place  and  purpose.  Each  is  dependent  upon  all  other  life 
for  its  existence.  All  Life  is  part  of  the  Sacred  Circle.  Every  action 
effects  all  other  Life.  Even  when  we  take  the  Life  of  our  animal  brothers 
we  thank  the  Spirit  of  that  animal  for  giving  itself  to  us  for  food. 

Respect  for  Elders: 

In  our  culture.  Elders  are  held  in  reverence.  These  people  have  walked 
Life's  path  ahead  of  us  and  have  wisdom  beyond  ours  because  of  that. 

Their  life  has  earned  this  reverence  we  give  them.  We  honor  them, 
and  learn  from  them.  Elders  are  always  to  be  given  courtesy  and  respect. 
Their  words  are  to  be  listened  to  and  considered  seriously.  One  display 
of  respect  is  silence  in  their  presence.,  listening  to  their  words.  One 
does  not  jump  into  a conversation  among/with  Elders  without  being 
invited,  or  addressed.  One  never  interrupts  an  Elder,  or  contradicts 
him/her  publicly. 

(That  does  not  mean  one  must  agree,  nor  does  it  mean  that  one  cannot 
express  an  opposing  view...  only  that  it  must  be  done  in  a respectful 


manner,  not  degrading  the  Elder.)  Elders  are  referred  to  as  Grandfather, 
or  Uncle,  Grandmother,  Aunt.  These  positions  of  respect  and  honor  are 
important  and  to  refer  to  one  as  such  is  a display  of  respect. 

Respect  for  Self: 

It  is  believed  that  one  can  only  have  respect  for  oneself  when  one 
respects  Life  and  Elders.  In  doing  so,  one  is  able  to  respect  oneself. 

In  the  ways  of  life  and  death  the  circle  is  one.  In  learning  these 
you  will  have  balance  and  the  natural  respect  of  yourself.  This  respect 
will  be  shown  to  others,  as  you  carry  yourself  threw  life  and  have 
the  privilege  of  being  an  elder.  Respect  means  no  interruption . Respect 
means  no  accusation.  Respect  means  no  "mocking,"  especially  of  elders. 

Respect  means  no  lies  between  us. 

Respect  means  no  betrayal  of  confidence. 

Respect  means  no  "ripping  off." 

Respect  means  no  hoarding. 

Respect  means  no  "Lording  it  over"  someone. 

Respect  means  no  ordering  around. 

Respect  means  no  yelling  in  anger. 

Respect  means  no  bad  language. 

Respect  means  no  name  calling. 

Respect  means  controlling  yourself  . 

Respect  is  focusing  on  and  dealing  in  "issues"  and  not  "personalisms." 
Respect  is  focusing  on  "what"  is  right,  rather  than  "who"  is  right. 

Respect  is  not  being  a "blame  shifter." 

Respect  is  keeping  the  lines  of  communication  open  with  those  who  have 
a different  opinion,  and  making  a sincere  attempt  to  let  them  be  heard 
and  understood. 

Respect  means  listening  until  everyone  has  been  heard  and  understood, 
only  then  is  there  a possibility  of  "Balance  and  Harmony,"  the  goal  of 
Indian  spirituality. 

--  Dave  Chief  -- 
Grandfather  of  Red  Dog. 

"RE : Save  Amazon  Rain  Forest"  

Date:  Sun,  18  Dun  2000  16:19:52  -0400 
From:  sandra  morgan  <oyate@mindspring. com> 
sub j : Save  Amazon  Rain  Forest 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  DR.  DENS  DERNDAL  [mailto:paradocs@intercom.es] 

Save  Amazon  Rain  Forest 

Apologies  if  you've  already  received  this,  but  this  is  VERY  important  for 
all  of  us! ! ! 

Brazilian  congress  is  now  voting  on  a project  that  will  reduce  the 
amazon  forest  to  50%  of  its  size.  The  area  to  be  deforested  is  4 times 
the  size  of  Portugal  and  would  be  mainly  used  for  agriculture 
and  pastures  for  live  stock... 

All  the  wood  is  to  be  sold  to  international  markets  in  the  form  of 
woodchips,  by  multinational  companies... 

The  truth  is  that  the  soil  in  the  amazon  forest  is  useless  without  the 
forest  itself.  Its  quality  is  very  acidic  and  the  region  is  prone  to 
constant  floods.  At  this  time  more  than  160.000  square  kilometers 
deforested  with  the  same  purpose,  are  abandoned  and  in  the  process  of 
becoming  deserts. 

It  is  also  the  deforestation  that  causes  the  uncontrollable  flood 
catastrophes  that  are  now  occurring  all  over  the  world. 

We  cannot  let  this  happen.  Please  copy  the  text  into  a new  email,  put  your 
complete  name  in  the  list  below,  and  send  to  everyone  you  know.  (Don't 


just  forward  it  because  then  it  will  end  up  with  rows  of  >>>'s  ) 
Every  100th  person  to  sign  please  send  a copy  to 
fsaviolo@openlink.com.br 
Thank  you. 

01  - Fernanda  de  Souza  Saviolo  - Rio  de  laneiro  - RD  - 18/06/83 

02  - Nara  Maria  de  Souza  - Rio  de  laneiro  - R1  - 11/08/50 

03  - lulio  Cesar  Fraga  Viana  - Rio  de  laneiro  - R1  - 01/01/54 

04  - Monica  Grotkowsky  Brotto  -Sao  Paulo  - SP  - 23/08/77 

05  - Mauricio  Grotkowsky  Brotto  - S*o  Paulo  -SP  29/09/78 

06  - Ricardo  A.  Corrallo  - SP  16/08/75 

07  - Sunny  lonathan  - SP  18/10/1970 

08  - Leonardo  Larsen  Rocha  - SC  23/01/1972 

09  - Evandro  Sestrem  - SC  26/06/1979 

10  - Marco  Aurlio  Wehrmeister  - Blumenau  - SC  18/06/1979 

11  - Angela  Maria  Gonalves  - Blumenau  -SC  25/07/1959 

12  - Alessandra  Bernardino  - Blumenau  - SC  - 25/12/1980 

13  - Pedro  Carstens  Penfold  - Rio  de  laneiro  - R1  - 12/09/82 

14  - Annelena  Porto  Delgado  - S*o  Paulo  - SP  - 27/07/77 

15  - Erica  Couto  -S*o  Paulo  -SP  29/09/78 

16  - Elaine  Couto-  S*o  Paulo  - SP 

17  - Tatiana  de  Almeida  Voivodic  - S*o  Paulo-SP 

18  - Solange  B Furlanetto  - S*o  Paulo  / SP 

19  - Marcos  de  Souza  Mello  - S*o  Paulo  / SP 

20  - Eliane  Santiago  - S*o  Paulo  / SP 

21  - Francisca  1.  Bezerra  Alves  Ara*jo  - S*o  Paulo  / SP 

22  - Carlos  Alberto  Dantas  lunior  - Rio  de  laneiro  / R1 

23  - Daniel  Rodrigues  da  Cruz  - Rio  de  laneiro  / R1 

24  - Gabriella  Gaida  - Rio  de  laneiro  - R1  - 04/05/72 

25  - Ceclia  Silva  Teixeira  Pinto  - R1  - 03/06/75 

26  - Tania  Santos  Miguel 

27  - Celso  Henrique  Diniz  Valente  de  Figueiredo  - R1  - 10/08/49 

28  - Marcelo  Lopes  Rheingantz  - Rio  de  laneiro  - R1  - 20/12/80 

29  - Rodrigo  Tassinari  de  Oliveira  - Rio  de  laneiro  - R1  - 19/04/83 

30  - Andr  Lobato  Pinheiro  - Rio  de  laneiro  - R1  - 07/07/81 

31  - Ismael  dos  Santos  Silva  - R1  - 28/08/79 

32  - Gustavo  Alexandre  Caetano  Correa  - R1  - 08/09/80 

33  - luana  Varella  Barca  de  Amorim  - Rio  de  laneiro,  14/03/83 

34  - Nara  Faria  Silva  -Rl-  Rio  de  laneiro  , 15/12/82 

35  - Isabella  laggi  - SP  - S*o  Paulo,  03/12/82 

36  - Diana  de  Andrade  Freitas  - Rio  de  laneiro  - Rl  - 21/06/83 

37  - Karina  Dourado  - S*o  Paulo  - 18/01/80 

38  - Pablo  Genuncio  Garcia  - Rio  de  laneiro  - 27-06-81 

39  - Fabola  Morais  de  Lucca  - S*o  Paulo  - 03/02-78 

40  - Alexei  Morais  de  Lucca  - S*o  Paulo  - SP  - 12/08/75 

41  - Renata  Regina  Roxo  - S*o  Paulo  - SP  - 03/11/74 

42  - Fernanda  Teixeira  - S*o  Paulo  - SP  - 17/09/76 

43  - Patricia  Freitas  - S*o  Paulo  - SP 

44  - Cintia  Regina  K*rner  - Alemanha  - DE  - 

45  - Wolfgang  K*rner  - Alemanha  - DE 

46  - Roseani  Vieira  Rocha  - San  Francisco  - CA 

47  - Angela  Ichimura  - S*o  Paulo  - SP 

48  - Assunta  Viola  - Sao  Paulo  - SP 

50  - Marina  Amaral  - Alemanha  - DE 

51  - Fabian  Rodrigues  Caetano  - Sao  Paulo  - SP  - 15/01/1971 

52  - Luciana  Cabrera-  Santa  Barbara-  Ca 

53  - Andrea  Torres-  Lahaina,  Flawaii 

54  - Carla  Duarte-  New  York,  NY 

55  - Sergio  Goes-  New  York,  NY 

56  - Itaal  Shur  - New  York,  NY 

57  - Fliroyoku  Sanada-New  York, NY 

58  - Marianne  Ebert-new  york,NY 

59  - Gloriana  M.  Calhoun  - New  York,  NY 

60  - Roger  lazilek  - New  York,  NY 

61  - Cheryl  To  - New  York,  NY 

62  - Dudy  Mercer  - Paris,  France 


63  - Evelyne  Pouget-  Woodstock,  NY 

64  - Hera-Woodstock,  NY 

65  - Nicos  Peonides  - Cyprus  - New  York  NY 

66  - Fiona  Cousins  - new  York,  NY 

67  - Alistair  Millington  - London,  UK 

68  - Edgar  Craggs  - Bristol,  UK 

69  - Chris  Hastie  - Nottingham,  UK 

70  - Adam  Barley  - Bristol,  UK 

71  - Dawn  Morgan  - Bristol,  UK 

72  - Lottie  Berthoud  - Bristol,  UK 

73  - Dulia  Simnett  - Bristol,  UK 

74  - Lindsey  Colbourne  - Bath,  UK 

75  - Wendy  Lawton  - Bath,  UK 

76  - Ruth  Stevenson  - Machynlleth,  Powys 

77  - Rod  Edwards  - Machynlleth  Powys  UK 

78  - Hayley  Myles  - Machynlleth  UK 

79  - Beth  Woolley  - Newbury,  UK 

80  - Mark  Hinnells  - Oxford,  UK 

81  - Zoe  Scanlan  - London,  UK 

82  - Hannah  Cromarty  - London,  UK 

83  - Suzy  Aronstam  - London,  UK 

84  - Sarah  Hicklenton  - London,  UK 

85  - Graham  Hobbs  - London  UK 

86  - Dulian  Blake  - London  Uk 

87  - Dustin  Eade  - London  UK 

88  - Peter  Quicke  - London  UK 

99  - Vickie  Starr  - NYC 

100  - Lena  Karlsson  - Umea,  Sweden 

101  - Dessica  Tolf  Vulpius  - Copenhagen,  Denmark 

102  - Eva  Wilke  - Sweden 

103  - Frans  Lekander  - Sweden 

104  - Qina  Hermansson  - Sweden 

105  - Dohan  Dohansson  - Sweden 

106  - Pelle  Fredriksson  - Sweden 

107  - Anneli  Isaksson  Waara-Sweden 

108  - Lasse  Eriksson  - Sweden 

109  - Sven-Eric  Liedman  - Sweden 

110  - Rune  Romhed  - Sweden 

111  - lisa  Mekitalo  - Sweden 

112  - Rigmor  Lind  Sweden 

113  - Dr.  Dens  Derndal,  Spain 

114  - Dr.  Ingrid  Naiman,  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  USA 

115  - Sandra  Morgan,  Glencoe, Alabama,  USA 

116  - Danet  Smith,  Marietta,  GA,  USA 

117  - Gary  Smith,  Marietta,  GA,  USA 


Mitakuye  Oyasin 

- — "RE:  Many  Aboriginal  Leaders  are  Alcoholics"  

Date:  Thu,  8 Dun  2000  12:19:35  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu . ca> 

Sub j : News:  Many  aboriginal  leaders  are  alcoholics:  Tobin  (Ntl  Post) 
Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Thursday,  Dune  08,  2000 

Many  aboriginal  leaders  are  alcoholics:  Tobin 

Northern  Labrador:  'I  can  not,  in  conscience,  stay  silent,'  premier  says 
Ryan  Cleary 
The  Telegram 

ST.  DOHN'S  - Many  aboriginal  leaders  in  northern  Labrador,  whose 
communities  are  plagued  by  alcoholism,  are  themselves  alcoholics, 
said  Brian  Tobin,  the  Premier  of  Newfoundland. 


"Alcohol  isn't  being  openly  acknowledged  for  the  problem  that  it  is, 
in  significant  part  because  members  of  the  leadership  of  northern 
communities  are  themselves  abusers  of  alcohol  and  are  themselves  in 
need  of  help,"  Mr.  Tobin  said  in  an  exclusive  interview  yesterday. 

"I  really  believe  that  I have  an  obligation  to  say  that  publicly,  in 
effect  to  speak  on  behalf  of  those  who  can't  speak  themselves  --  who 
feel,  quite  frankly,  intimidated  about  speaking  for  themselves,"  Mr. 
Tobin  said. 

"I  really  spent  a lot  of  time  thinking  about  whether  or  not  I would 
even  do  this  interview,"  he  said.  "[But]  I can  not,  in  conscience, 
stay  silent." 

According  to  a recent  province-wide  ranking  of  liquor  purchases  from 
the  Newfoundland  Liquor  Corp,  The  Atsanik  Lodge,  a small  bar  in  Nain, 
northern  Labrador,  was  the  fourth  largest  buyer  of  liquor. 

It  was  ranked  ahead  of  1,164  other  drinking  establishments,  including 
some  of  the  most  popular  bars  and  nightclubs  in  the  province. 

Alcohol  has  been  blamed  as  a factor  in  a number  of  aboriginal 
suicides  in  Nain,  a town  in  northern  Labrador  with  a population  of 
1,300. 

It  has  had  six  suicides  and  a killing  since  Feb.  19. 

A recent  town  report  on  the  cause  of  the  community's  despair,  dubbed 
a "listener's  report"  as  it  was  prepared  by  volunteers,  recommended 
an  alcohol  ban  and  sober  leadership. 

"I  have  no  choice  but  to  agree  with  that,"  said  William  Barbour, 
president  of  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association. 

"If  there's  any  one  big  thing  that  the  listeners'  report  did  say, 

[it]  was  that  the  community,  all  the  groups  in  the  community,  must 
come  together  and  start  dealing  with  this  problem. 

"If  [Tobin]  is  referring  to  me,  I have  to  say  that  if  I do  have  a 
drinking  problem,  it's  me  who  has  to  deal  with  that  problem;  nobody 
else  can  deal  with  it  for  me." 

Mr.  Tobin  toured  northern  Labrador  in  March  and  has  set  up  a task 
force,  with  himself  at  its  head,  to  study  the  Labrador  coasts' 
socioeconomic  problems. 

He  said  he  first  learned  of  the  extent  of  aboriginal  leaders'  alcohol 
problems  during  the  March  tour,  but  believes  it  is  time  to  end  the 
silence  around  an  "unspeakable"  problem. 

"What  we're  seeing  too  often  is  denial,  and  that  denial  starts  with 
some  of  the  leaders  of  our  northern  communities  themselves." 

That  same  kind  of  mentality  existed  with  sexual  abuse  on  the  island 
part  of  the  province,  he  said. 

"RE : Native  Leaders  Linder  Stress"  

Date:  Fri,  9 Dun  2000  17:56:20  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu.ca> 

Sub  j : News:  Native  Leaders  under  Stress  - Tanner  (NPost) 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Friday,  Dune  09,  2000 

Native  leaders  under  great  stress:  professor 
Anthropologist  not  surprised  by  alcohol's  toll 
Graeme  Hamilton 
National  Post 

Leading  an  aboriginal  community  is  such  a stressful  job  that  it  is 
not  surprising  that  some  become  alcoholics,  says  an  anthropologist 
who  has  studied  aboriginal  people  across  Canada. 

Adrian  Tanner,  a professor  of  anthropology  at  Memorial  University  in 
St.  Dohn's,  said  much  is  expected  of  modern  native  leaders,  who  are 
generally  drawn  from  populations  no  bigger  than  a small  town. 

"How  many  of  them  in  any  comparable  group  of  people  are  going  to  have 
leadership  qualities  such  that  they  can  negotiate  million-dollar 
deals  over  land  claims.  There  are  a very  few  people  who  get  all  of 
the  obligations  to  do  these  negotiations,"  he  said. 


"Their  time  is  seldom  their  own.  They  have  to  work  extremely  hard. 
That  phenomenon  is  well-known  in  our  society.  When  somebody  who  is 
overworked  and  under  great  stress,  alcohol  is  one  of  those  things 
that  gives  a way  out." 

Dr.  Tanner  was  responding  to  comments  by  Brian  Tobin,  the 
Newfoundland  Premier,  who  said  the  drinking  problems  of  some  Labrador 
aboriginal  leaders  are  blocking  efforts  to  curtail  alcohol  and 
substance  abuse  in  their  communities. 

Dr.  Tanner,  who  worked  with  the  Northern  Quebec  Cree  during 
negotiations  of  the  1975  lames  Bay  agreement,  said  he  saw  the  toll 
taken  on  the  leaders. 

"I've  seen  families  broken  up  by  what  can  simply  be  put  down  to  these 
guys  doing  the  best  they  could  for  their  communities,  because  it  was 
expected  of  them.  They  were  the  only  people  who  had  even  a high 
school  education,"  he  said. 

He  attributes  the  prevalence  of  alcohol  abuse  among  aboriginal 
populations  to  "the  history  they  have  been  subjected  to.  Until  we 
come  to  understand  how  they  came  to  have  that  high  rate  of 
intoxication,  you  won't  get  very  far  in  just  blaming  people." 

He  said  excessive  drinking  has  not  traditionally  carried  the  same 
stigma  in  native  communities  as  it  does  in  white  culture,  but  that  is 
changing. 

"I  believe  that  as  aboriginal  people  become  more  closely  integrated 
into  the  political  system,  their  leaders  are  going  to  have  to  show 
more  responsibility,  not  only  on  drinking  but  on  everything,"  he 
said . 


"RE : innu  Parents  Condemn  Peenamin  McKenzie  School"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Dun  2000  21:14:18  -0330 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu . ca> 

Sub j : News:  Innu  Parents  condemn  Peenamin  McKenzie  School 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  12  Dune  2000 

Sheshatshiu  Band  Council,  Parents  condemn  Peenamin  McKenzie  School: 
School  closed  until  there  is  a commitment  to  a new  building 

(Sheshatshiu)  Citing  the  findings  of  a Public  Works  Canada  report 
which  has  identified  numerous  health  and  safety  problems,  Sheshatshiu 
parents  have  closed  the  Peenamin  Mckenzie  School  and  withdraw  their 
children  from  the  class. 

"This  report  confirms  what  students,  parents  and  staff  have  long 
known-a  new  building  is  urgently  required.",  said  Edward  Nuna, 

Director  of  Education  for  the  Sheshatshiu  Band  Council.  "We  have 
students  who  won't  attend  because  they  don't  feel  safe,  or  because 
they  get  sick.  It's  a hell  of  a place  to  try  to  get  an  education." 

The  Public  Works  Canada  report  evaluated  the  building  in  respect  to 
federal  policies,  standards  and  best  practices.  In  a report  submitted 
to  the  band  council  and  parents  today,  the  Public  Works  Canada 
assessment  team  identified  42  serious  deficiencies,  18  of  them 
critical,  which  could  threaten  the  "health  and  safety  of  occupants  if 
work  is  not  carried  out  or  as  a result  of  systems  or  component 
failure,  cause  disruption  to  the  building  and/or  its  operations.". 

Given  the  extensive  problems  with  the  structure,  the  team  recommended 
that  that  the  present  building  should  be  demolished  and  replaced  by 
an  entirely  new  facility. 

The  parents  and  the  Band  Council  aren't  prepared  to  wait  for  the 
federal  government  to  take  action. 

"We've  seen  what  happens  when  we  wait  on  them  to  act  on  these  kinds 
of  reports.",  said  Chief  Paul  Rich.  "The  kindergarten  kids  would  be 
graduating  from  high  school  before  anything  happened.  So  we've  taken 
immediate  action  to  protect  our  children  until  the  governments 
recognize  the  seriousness  of  this  problem.  We  need  a new  school,  and 
we  need  one  now." 


The  province  has  indicated  that  is  prepared  to  cost-share  a new 
facility  with  the  federal  government,  but  the  federal  government  has 
made  no  commitments  to  address  the  issue. 

The  Band  Council  and  the  parents  committee  will  maintain  the  closure 
until  the  federal  government  makes  a commitment  to  a new  facility. 

"RE : Ipperwash  Coalition  Newsletter  #34"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Dun  2000  14:12:20  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Ipperwash  Coalition  Newsletter  #34 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  6/13/00  7:12:39  AM  Mountain  Standard  Time 
From:  Ann  Pohl  <annpohl@interlog. com> 

COALITION  FOR  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  IPPERWASH 
NEWSLETTER  # 34  ~ DUNE  13,  2000 

**  Uphold  Aboriginal  Land  and  Treaty  Rights  ** 

Website : http : //www.web . net/~inquiry 

IPPERWASH  AT  THE  OAS  PROTEST 

As  reported  by  our  Core  Group  member  Vincent  Pang  and  others,  at  the  big 
protest  in  Windsor  - responding  to  the  OAS  (Organization  of  American  States) 
meeting  on  trade  and  so-called  human  rights  - Ipperwash  was  a prominent 
theme . 

Pierre  George,  one  of  Dudley's  brothers  and  a leader  in  the  Stoney  Point 
community  pushing  for  resolution  of  the  STILL  outstanding  land,  treaty  and 
cultural  rights  of  the  Aazhoodena  Enjibaajiig  (S.P.'ers),  spoke  at  the 
events . 

Chalk  images  and  graffiti-style  references  to  Ipperwash  were  left  on 
sidewalks  all  around  Windsor  by  protestors. 

Comparisons  to  Ipperwash  were  being  made  everywhere  - even  in  a meeting 
between  demonstration  marshals  and  the  OPP.  The  police  presence  outnumbered 
protestors;  estimates  are  there  were  3,000  - 5,000  cops  on  the  ground!! 

CIVIL  CASE  (against  Harris  et  al)  FOR  DUDLEY  GEORGE'S  "WRONGFUL  DEATH" 

TAKES  A LEAP  FORWARD 

In  a 14  page  judgment,  Ontario  Superior  Court  Dustice  Gloria  Epstein  last 
week  ordered  Premier  Mike  Harris  to  provide  members  of  the  George  family 
with  a "better"  affidavit  of  documents  that  are  or  were  ever  "in  his 
possession,  power  or  control"  relating  to  the  fatal  police  shooting  of 
Dudley  George  at  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  in  1995.  She  issued  the  order  in 
the  wrongful  death  lawsuit  filed  against  Harris  by  Sam  George  and  other 
family  members.  This  suit  alleges  that  Harris  personally  directed  the 
provincial  police,  who  launched  the  assault  at  ex-Ipperwash  Park. 

On  May  15th,  lawyers  for  the  George  family  asked  Dustice  Epstein  to  order 
Harris  to  disclose  ALL  relevant  documents  including,  for  example,  notes  of 
his  discussions  with  senior  aides  at  the  time  of  Ipperwash  assault.  Harris' 
lawyers  responded  by  arguing  that  he  should  not  be  required  to  disclose 
anything  related  to  his  position  as  Premier  because  he  is  being  sued  in  a 
personal  capacity.  In  her  decision  a few  days  ago,  Dustice  Epstein  rejected 
this  argument. 

Due  to  a prior  order  requiring  the  'affidavit  of  documents'  to  be  filed 
this  past  Spring,  Dudley's  brother  Sam  is  "hopeful  that  Harris'  list  will  be 
immediately  forthcoming".  Unfortunately,  the  defendants'  (i.e.  Harris'  et 
al)  lawyers  have  access  to  the  unlimited  resources  of  the  public  purse  - in 
other  words,  our  tax  money  - to  pay  their  bills  and  they  may  well  have  other 
trick(s)  up  their  sleeves.  So,  we  shall  see  how  fast  that  list  of  documents 
actually  comes  to  light.  As  we  know,  this  government  is  determined  AT  ALL 
COSTS  to  cover  up  their  complicity  in  the  human  rights  violations  at 
Ipperwash . 

The  resources  of  the  legal  team  representing  Harris  et  al,  are  in  stark 


contrast  to  situation  of  the  legal  team  representing  Sam  George  and  the 
other  involved  family  members.  If  you  wish  to  help  with  the  costs  of  this 
long  drawn-out  contest  with  the  power  structure,  cheques  should  be  mailed  to 
Maynard  Donald  Sam  George  at  RR#2,  Forest,  Ontario  NON  110,  and  should  be 
made  payable  to  "M.  Klippenstein  Barristers  and  Solicitors  - In  Trust". 

* PLEASE  NOTE:  the  civil  case  plaintiffs  are  Maynard  Sam  George  on  his  own 
behalf  and  on  behalf  of  Dudley  George's  Estate.  Sam  has  the  support  of  some 
of  Dudley's  other  siblings,  however  Pierre  George  and  Caroline  George  are 
not  in  any  way  associated  with  the  case.  * 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  WARREN  GEORGE,  PUSH  FOR  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY. 

When  the  Coalition's  Core  Group  met  last  week,  we  discussed  what  we  could  do 
to  honour  and  support  Warren  George.  After  careful  consideration,  we  believe 
the  way  to  demonstrate  our  respect  and  solidarity  to  Warren  is  to  continue 
to  push  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  events 
of  September  6,  1995.  We  have  always  maintained  that  the  underlying  causes 
of  the  protest  in  Ipperwash  Park  - ie.  defense  of  the  burial  grounds  and  the 
long-unresolved  matters  of  the  land  and  treaty  violations  - must  figure  into 
the  Inquiry.  We  will  have  truly  honoured  the  sacrifices  of  Warren,  Dudley, 
and  the  others  who  were  with  them  including  Bernard,  when  we  force  out  the 
truth  about  all  these  matters.  We  must  get  a full,  public  and  impartial 
investigation  into  the  broader  context  AND  into  the  details  of  the 
state-authorized  violence  used  to  suppress  the  courageous  and  non-violent 
actions  taken  by  the  people  in  the  Park  that  night. 

>>>  TELL  OTTAWA!  Write  Prime  Minister  Chretien  (pm@pm.gc.ca),  Federal 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  Robert  Nault  (Nault.R@  parl.gc.ca),  and  Federal 
Solicitor  General  Lawrence  MacAulay  (MacAulay. L@parl.gc.ca),  or  send  them 
letters  by  Canada  Post  for  free  at:  House  of  Commons,  Parliament  Bldgs, 
Ottawa,  Ont.,  K1A  0A6. 

>>>  We  offer  the  following  text,  if  you  need  some  help  getting  started  on 
a letter  or  just  want  to  copy  this: 

>>>  (Dear  P.M. /Minister  of  Indian  Affairs/Solicitor  General) 

"Warren  George  - an  intelligent  and  courageous  young  First  Nations 
man  with  his  life  ahead  of  him  - is  serving  time  in  a Provincial  jail  for 
the  crime  of  protecting  his  People,  his  land,  his  ancestors  and  the  rights 
of  all  Aboriginal  Peoples.  He  was  convicted  on  the  same  evidence  that  won 
the  acquittal  of  every  other  person  who  was  in  Ipperwash  Park  on  the  night 
of  September  6,  1995.  That  night,  as  you  know,  approximately  30  unarmed 
children,  men,  and  women,  including  Elders,  were  attacked  by  250  or  more 
heavily  armed  police.  The  police  assault  was  in  reaction  to  a non-violent 
occupation  of  a closed  Park  - a political  protest  designed  to  highlight 
longstanding,  unresolved  Aboriginal  land,  treaty  and  cultural  rights  issues. 

"These  are  human  rights  violations.  Canada's  international  image  has 
already  been  bruised  by  this.  The  United  Nations  Human  Rights  Committee,  and 
several  other  international  human  rights  bodies,  have  asked  you  to  call  an 
Inquiry  into  these  matters.  Instead,  you  allow  'injustice"  to  take  its 
course.  By  'injustice',  I refer  to  Warren  George  being  sentenced  to  six 
months  in  jail  for  spraining  the  muscle  of  a policeman  while  carefully  and 
bravely  driving  a car  between  the  police  and  the  protestors  - successfully 
protecting  most  of  his  People  from  bullets  and  truncheon  beatings.  You  know, 
in  your  hearts,  that  the  underlying  Aboriginal  rights  violations,  the  police 
abuse  and  the  multi-million  dollar  cover-up  are  wrong.  I am  aware  that  a 
Federal  Inquiry  would  be  more  limited  in  terms  of  official  power  to  subpoena 
than  a Provincial  Inquiry.  However,  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  presiding 
Ontario  Government  will  never  call  an  Ipperwash  Inquiry.  When  will  you  do 
the  right  thing  and  call  a public,  impartial  Federal  Inquiry  into  the 
circumstances  surrounding  the  death  of  Dudley  George  at  Ipperwash  Park?" 

>>>  WE  ASK  YOU  TO  SEND  US  A COPY  OF  YOUR  LETTER. 

>>>  WE  WILL  FORWARD  IT  TO  WARREN  GEORGE.  Address  it:  Warren  George  c/o 
Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  (address  below)  or  email  to  him  c/o 
annpohl@interlog.com 

REMEMBER  SEPTEMBER  6th 

Plans  are  already  underway  for  a Vigil  to  be  held  in  front  of  Queen's  Park 
on  September  6,  2000.  This  year  marks  five  years  of  Cover-Up.  The  Vigil's 


focus  will  be  two-fold:  what  Dudley  died  for;  and,  what  the  continuing 
cover-up  of  the  details  leading  to  his  death  means  for  all  First  Nations  and 
Canadian  persons.  All  communities,  organizations,  individuals,  leaders  and 
Drum  groups  are  invited  to  join  with  us  for  this  lantern-lit  evening 
presence  that  will  include  storytelling  and  singing.  We  will  maintain  the 
presence  until  shortly  after  11pm,  which  is  the  time  that  Dudley  George  was 
fatally  shot. 

We  are  also  aware  that  Anti-Racist  Action  chapters  across  the  country,  as 
well  as  various  solidarity  groups  and  First  Nations,  are  currently 
developing  plans  to  mark  this  day.  We  will  provide  more  details  on  all  the 
September  6th  plans  as  they  are  put  together.  For  all  our  sakes'  - we  ask 
you,  our  supporters,  to  note  the  evening  of  September  6th  on  your  calendars 
now.  Plan  NOW  to  be  somewhere  - doing  something  - to  continue  public 
attention  on  these  matters. 

EMERGING  COALITION  STRATEGY 

Guess  What?  We're  off  to  the  UN  again.  This  time  we  have  more  time  to 
prepare,  so  we  are  hoping  to  be  even  more  effective.  Those  of  you  who  have 
taken  a look  at  the  report  published  by  Citizens  for  Public  Justice  - 
"Building  Inter-national  Awareness  on  Aboriginal  Issues"  - which  was 
released  at  our  March  18th  Forum,  already  had  a hint  that  we  were  going  back 
to  what  we  call  "the  court  of  world  opinion".  We  are  continuing  to  pursue 
some  of  the  ideas  explored  in  that  document. 

However,  we  have  also  come  up  with  something  that  we  think  will  really 
make  Ottawa's  collective  hair  stand  on  end!  You've  heard  a lot  about  the 
International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights.  Canada  has  also 
ratified  one  on  the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Racial  Discrimination.  As 
well,  there'll  be  an  UN-sponsored  World  Conference  Against  Racism  in  South 
Africa  next  year.  Hmm:  Stephen  Giles,  the  OPSEU  protestor  clubbed  by  OPP  in 
'96  got  a provincial  inquiry.  So  have  the  Walkerton  water  victims,  where 
there  are  civil  cases  and  criminal  investigations  in  process.  But,  nothing 
for  Ipperwash.  Why  not?  At  Ipperwash,  the  victims  were  Aboriginal...  In 
Canada,  are  Indian  lives  worth  less? 

HUMAN  RIGHTS  ARE  FRAGILE  AND  PRICELESS.  THEY  MUST  BE  DEFENDED. 

As  CASNP  leader  Jay  Mason  used  to  say  in  the  early  '90's,  "With  free  trade 
and  other  multinational  [global]  agreements  where  trade  and  money  come 
first,  and  environment  and  human  rights  come  last,  Canadians  are  now  finding 
out  how  its  feels  to  be  treated  like  an  'Indian'  by  Canada  - and  they  don't 
like  it."  He  would  then  call  on  us  all  to  unite  for  the  sake  of  our  children. 

People  are  waking  up  to  Jay's  message.  We  realize  that  Ipperwash  was  a 
'demonstration'  (no  pun  intended)  or  'pilot'  project  by  the  authorities,  who 
are  experimenting  with  how  far  they  can  go  in  violating  the  basic  human 
right  to  peaceful  assembly  and  protest.  Gustafsen  Lake  - OPSEU  protest  - 
APEC  - OCAP  events  - OAS  - and  now  Calgary. . . In  Ontario,  and  across  Canada, 
people  understand  the  significance  of  the  events  at  ex-Ipperwash  Park  on 
Sept.  6,  1995.  We  HAVE  not  and  WILL  not  forget.  "They"  haven't  'got  away' 
with  Ipperwash  yet,  and  eventually  the  truth  will  come  out. 

TO  SUPPORT  HUMAN  RIGHTS  AND  ABORIGINAL  SOVEREIGNTY,  PLEASE  JOIN  US. 

Donations  & Information:  Box  111,  Station  C,  Toronto,  On  M6J  3M7 

Email:  annpohl@interlog.com  ~ Tel:  416-537-3520  ~ Fax:  416-538-2559 
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Shawnee  fears  tax  loss 
By  David  Hartman 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
06/11/2000 

SHAWNEE  --  A new  87,000-  square-foot  grocery  store  the  Citizen  Potawatomi 
Nation  is  building  south  of  Shawnee  could  cut  into  the  city's  sales  tax 
revenues  from  groceries  because  shoppers  will  pay  taxes  to  the  Indian 
tribe,  not  the  city. 

But  the  same  store  also  will  employ  about  200  people  --  most  of  them 
Shawnee  area  residents  --  making  the  tribe  one  of  the  city's  largest 
employers . 

Already,  the  tribe  is  the  city's  eighth-largest  employer.  The  new  store 
could  put  the  tribe  in  the  top  five,  said  Tribal  Chairman  3ohn  Barrett. 

The  new  grocery  store  and  the  situation  it  creates  is  a microcosm  of  the 
tribe's  overall  relationship  to  Shawnee,  Barrett  said. 

"We  like  to  think  of  ourselves  as  being  like  Tinker  Air  Force  Base," 
Barrett  said.  "We  don't  pay  taxes,  but  we  create  jobs  and  provide  new 
income. " 

People  love  their  military  bases,  but  not  their  Indian  reservations,  he 
said . 

"That's  too  bad,  because  they  are  a real  economic  opportunity,"  Barrett 
said . 

At  stake  for  the  city  is  the  new  grocery  store's  share  of  sales  tax 
revenues  that  will  go  to  the  tribe  instead  of  the  city. 

In  all,  sales  taxes  from  groceries  make  up  about  13  percent  of  the  city's 
annual  sales  tax  receipts. 

That  has  city  officials  concerned,  but  not  panicked. 

"Cities  are  always  concerned  about  losses  of  revenue,"  City  Manager  Terry 
Powell  said.  "And  the  grocery  part  of  the  city's  sales  tax  is  substantial." 

Instead,  taxes  collected  from  the  tribe's  grocery  store  will  be  used  for 
tribal  needs  like  programs  for  elders  and  scholarships  for  students, 

Barrett  said. 

"We're  just  like  any  city,  we  have  to  have  a tax  base  to  survive." 

Shoppers  will  see  no  actual  difference  in  the  amount  of  tax  they  pay.  The 
City  of  Shawnee's  8.5  percent  sales  tax  rate  is  identical  to  the  tribal 
taxes  collected  by  the  Citizen  Potawatomi  Nation. 

But  the  new  store  will  mean  increased  competition  for  longtime  city  grocer 
D.B.  Pratt,  who  last  week  dismissed  rumors  that  he  would  close  his  three 
grocery  stores  in  Shawnee. 

In  addition  to  this  store,  Wal-  Mart  officials  are  said  to  be  interested 
in  expanding  their  current  store  in  the  Shawnee  Mall  into  a SuperCenter 
that  would  sell  groceries,  Powell  said. 

Tim  Scott,  real  estate  manager  for  Wal-Mart,  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment . 

"Nobody  has  offered  to  buy  us,  and  I haven't  offered  us  for  sale.  We're 
celebrating  our  40th  year  in  Shawnee,  and  we  plan  to  be  around  another  40 
years,"  Pratt  said. 

But  Pratt  conceded  that  the  new  store,  which  plans  to  attract  60,000 
vehicles  a week,  will  make  the  grocery  market  more  competitive. 

"Any  time  somebody  opens  a store  and  sells  milk  and  bread  it  hurts  some," 
Pratt  said.  "But  we  have  loyal  customers  who  we  will  continue  to  serve." 

Because  Pratt's  stores  have  been  close  to  the  Shawnee  and  Tecumseh 
communities  as  long  as  they  have,  Pratt  said  he  expects  the  community  will 
continue  to  support  his  stores. 

"I've  never  been  very  good  a politician  at  any  of  this.  I've  just  tried 
to  be  the  best  grocer, " he  said. 
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Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

Drug  Investigation  Yields  47  Arrests  In  Ontario,  Quebec,  U.S. 

OTTAWA  (CP)  A two-year  drug  investigation  swept  47  people  into  custody  in 
an  area  ranging  from  Thunder  Bay,  Ont.  to  Gatineau,  Que.  to  New  York  state 
in  a massive  early-morning  cross-border  takedown  on  Tuesday. 

Dozens  of  officers  co-ordinated  their  arrests  and  descended  on  members  of 
the  ring  at  their  homes  between  6 and  8 a.m. 

Charges  of  trafficking  and  conspiracy  to  traffic  cocaine  and  marijuana 
were  laid  in  the  Ontario  cities  of  Cornwall,  North  Bay,  Thunder  Bay,  and 
Ottawa,  and  the  Quebec  cities  of  St.  Regis,  Valleyfield,  St.  Derome  and 
Montreal . 

"They  really  feel  they've  made  a dent  in  (the  drug  trade),"  said  Sharon 
Villeneuve,  an  RCMP  spokeswoman. 

The  operation  broke  open  a ring  that  allegedly  trafficked  locally-grown 
marijuana  and  imported  cocaine  through  the  Mohawk  reserve  of  Akwesasne 
into  markets  in  New  York  City  and  Florida,  police  said. 

The  reserve  sprawls  across  the  borders  of  Quebec,  Ontario  and  New  York 
state . 

The  RCMP  wouldn't  estimate  the  street  value  of  the  drugs  involved  in  the 
operation,  but  released  a list  of  seizures  including  $400,000  (Cdn), 
$333,500  (US),  nine  vehicles,  10  kilograms  of  cocaine,  about  140  kilograms 
of  marijuana,  and  more  than  2,000  marijuana  plants. 

The  bust  will  hopefully  lead  to  awareness  among  people  who  live  in  the 
Akwesasne  area  and  identified  for  police  how  a lot  of  drugs  get  over  the 
border,  Villeneuve  said. 

"I'm  not  saying  it  will  stop,"  she  said.  "But  they  will  be  forced  to 
find  other  ways  and  means." 
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Indians,  state,  battle  over  Humboldt  River  waters 

CARSON  CITY,  Nev.  (AP)  - The  TeMoak  Tribe  has  no  right  to  stop  a 
state  court  water  commissioner  from  crossing  their  land  to  regulate 
irrigation  gates  controlling  the  Humboldt  River,  state  attorneys 
claim . 

But  tribal  officials  counter  they  have  sovereign  immunity  and  can 
block  anyone  they  want  from  entering  reservation  land. 

Both  sides  presented  their  arguments  Wednesday  before  the  Nevada 
Supreme  Court. 

The  issue,  according  to  Deputy  Attorney  General  Paul  Taggart,  is 
whether  the  tribe  has  the  legal  right  to  ignore  everyone  else's  water 
rights  and  take  as  much  water  as  it  wants. 

"Since  every  drop  of  water  in  the  Humboldt  River  is  owned  by  someone, 
if  the  tribe  takes  more  than  it  is  entitled  to,  someone  downstream 
will  not  receive  the  water  they  are  rightly  entitled  to,"  Taggart 
said . 

He  told  Supreme  Court  justices  that  the  water  commissioners  have 
regulated  water  rights  on  the  Humboldt  for  55  years  but  were  suddenly 
kicked  out  by  the  tribe  two  years  ago. 

When  that  happened,  the  state  went  to  district  court  for  an  order 


saying  the  state  court's  water  commission  has  the  power  to  regulate 
the  Humboldt  River  irrigation  gates. 

The  tribe,  in  turn,  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  block  that  order, 
arguing  it  is  sovereign  and  immune  from  state  court  actions. 

"They  cannot  accept  the  benefits  of  state  water  rights  and  then 
ignore  the  burdens  of  those  rights,"  Taggart  said. 

He  added  that  the  tribe  accepted  those  legal  burdens,  including 
regulation  by  state  court  water  administrators,  when  they  got  the 
water  rights  in  the  first  place. 

But  Raymond  Rodriguez  of  Nevada  Legal  Services  said  the  Humboldt 
Decree  says  nothing  about  crossing  reservation  land  without 
permission.  He  argued  that  the  tribe  has  the  right  to  stop  the  water 
commissioner. 

The  headgate,  he  said,  was  built  by  the  federal  government,  not  the 
state,  and  does  not  fall  under  state  control. 

"The  tribe  feels  free  to  manipulate  it,"  he  told  the  court. 

Taggart  said  aerial  observation  of  the  reservation  shows  the  tribe 
has  been  "manipulating"  the  gates,  irrigating  before  it  was  legally 
supposed  to  and  illegally  storing  water  in  a reservoir  within  the 
reservation . 

"They  don't  care  about  people  downstream,"  said  Taggart. 

"If  a tribe  can  acquire  water  rights  that  are  subject  to  state 
control  and  then  claim  immunity  from  state  court  jurisdiction,  they 
can  upset  water  rights  systems  that  have  been  in  place  and  relied  on 
for  more  than  a century,"  he  said. 

Rodriguez  maintained  the  tribe  never  accepted  the  Humboldt  decree  and 
that  the  federal  government  gave  the  water  rights  to  the  tribe. 

"The  tribe  is  not  saying  it  wants  to  use  any  more  water,"  he  said. 

"This  is  not  a water  grab. 

"But  the  state  doesn't  think  it  has  to  ask  for  the  tribe's  consent  to 
cross  its  land." 

Rodriguez  said  the  land  issue  has  become  a big  one  for  the  tribe  as 
the  population  of  Elko  expands  and  more  people  are  going  onto  tribal 
lands . 

After  hearing  the  arguments,  the  Nevada  Supreme  Court  took  the  issue 
under  submission  and  will  issue  a ruling  at  a later  date. 

No  matter  which  side  wins,  Rodriguez  said  the  issue  will  be  appealed 
to  federal  court. 
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Classes  in  Salish  resume  on  Dune  19 

c.  Spokane.net 

6/15/2000 

After  a two-year  hiatus,  the  Spokane  Salish  language  classes  will  be 
offered  to  the  public  beginning  Dune  19. 

It's  a joint  effort  between  Eastern  Washington  University  and  the  Salish 
Kootenai  College  branch  campus  in  Wellpinit. 

Classes  will  be  taught  on  the  Spokane  Indian  Reservation  in  Wellpinit. 

They  will  be  open  to  everyone. 

The  Salish  language  is  noted  for  its  descriptive  nature. 

"It's  a way  for  people  to  learn  about  where  they  live,"  said  Peter 
Campbell,  interim  director  of  American  Indian  studies  at  EWU.  At  the  request 
of  students,  he  requested  the  language  classes  be  offered  again.  " (The 
Salish  language)  shows  our  relationship  to  the  river  and  the  land  and  the 
environment  in  which  we  live." 

Pauline  Flett  had  taught  Salish  for  years  at  EWU.  A couple  of  years  ago. 


she  began  spending  more  time  working  on  a Salish  language  program  for  the 
Spokane  tribal  cultural  center. 

Classes  run  Dune  19-Duly  30. 

Call  258-9202  for  more  information 
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Father  shares  fancy  dancing  skills  with  young  son 
By  Chris  Dones 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
06/11/2000 

"I  know  how  to  dance,"  Ben  Connywerdy  said.  "It's  supposed  to  be  like  our 
feet  are  off  the  ground  and  it's  like  flying  like  a bird." 

Dancing  in  the  Red  Earth  Festival  2000  competition  is  just  one  of  the 
things  Ben  wanted  to  talk  about.  Cameras  and  rain  drips,  shiny  eagles  on  a 
dance  trophy  and  airplanes  also  captured  the  attention  of  the  brown-eyed, 
curious  boy  who  celebrated  his  fifth  birthday  Friday. 

Ben's  father,  Kevin  Connywerdy,  listened  and  watched  with  pride  as  his 
confident  young  son  expressed  his  opinions. 

Sometimes  Ben  stayed  near,  eye-to-eye,  and  sometimes,  with  braids  flying, 
he  ran  outside  to  feel  the  raindrops. 

"I  am  a fancy  dancer,"  Ben  said.  "Me  and  my  dad  are  both  Comanche  and 
Kiowa . " 

Kevin  Connywerdy  is  a professional  fancy  dancer,  who  dances  in  competition 
throughout  the  United  States  and  in  foreign  countries.  Fie  didn't  get 
started  until  age  11,  and  decided  his  son  would  learn  the  traditions, 
culture  and  art  of  fancy  dancing  as  a baby. 

"I  want  my  son  to  communicate  well  in  both  worlds,  the  world  of  the 
non-Indian  and  of  his  Indian  culture,"  Kevin  Connywerdy  said.  "He  is  with 
his  mother  in  the  non-Indian  world,  and  so  I guess  he  gets  the  best  of  both 
worlds . " 

Kevin  Connywerdy  said  his  upbringing  was  not  traditional  American  Indian 
when  it  came  to  participating  in  traditional  ceremonies.  He  said  his  family 
was  Christian  and  not  involved  in  tribal  traditions. 

But  Kevin  Connywerdy  had  to  dance. 

When  he  was  Ben's  age,  he  wanted  to  be  a fancy  dancer.  He  sat  and  watched 
the  colors  and  movement  of  the  dancers  at  powwows. 

The  attraction  to  dance  kept  nagging  at  Kevin  Connywerdy;  it  was  in  his 
heart  and  mind.  He  knew  he  was  missing  something.  As  he  got  older,  his 
mother  realized  it  wasn't  a passing  phase,  and  she  helped  her  son  explore 
his  Indian  culture. 

He  developed  his  gift  with  the  encouragement  of  someone  else,  too. 

The  late  George  "Woogie"  Watchetaker,  a Comanche  fancy  dancer  who  lived 
near  Lawton,  taught  him.  And  though  they  were  not  related,  Watchetaker 
called  Kevin  grandson. 

The  older  dancer  inspired  Kevin  to  keep  working  and  dancing.  He  predicted 
something,  too.  Watchetaker,  who  became  famous  and  danced  for  the  queen  of 
England,  knew  dancing  could  show  the  boy  wonderful  experiences  in  faraway 
places . 

"Keep  dancing  and  it  will  take  you  somewhere  you  have  never  been  before," 
Watchetaker  told  Kevin. 

Kevin  listened  and  he  kept  on  working,  but  he  really  didn't  know  then  what 
the  world  of  fancy  dancing  would  open  up  to  him.  But  the  old  man  knew, 
because  it  happened  to  him. 

"Opportunities  have  come  my  way,"  Kevin  Connywerdy  said.  "There  are  movies 
and  TV  shows,  travel  to  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  I stuck  with  it  and  was 


chosen  to  go  to  the  Goodwill  Games.  I've  been  to  Europe  quite  a few  times. 

"I  hope  it  opens  doors  for  Ben.  Dust  like  any  father,  I want  him  to  follow 
in  my  footsteps." 

Kevin  Connywerdy  said  he  doesn't  push  his  son  to  dance.  He  teaches  him  a 
healthy  lifestyle  and  urges  him  to  listen  to  the  drumbeat,  the  music  so 
entwined  with  the  dance.  He  teaches  Ben  the  etiquette  of  a powwow  and  the 
proper  way  a dancer  conducts  himself  at  a dance. 

There  are  responsibility  and  respect.  Ben  knows  these  things. 

Kevin  Connywerdy,  an  artist  in  residence  with  the  State  Arts  Council, 
visits  schools  where  he  teaches  beadwork  and  Indian  dancing.  He  makes  fans 
and  fancy  dance  bustles  for  himself  and  other  dancers. 

While  Kevin  works,  Ben  watches  and  plays  with  extra  feathers.  He  tells  his 
father  that  he  will  help  make  bustles  when  he  gets  older. 

Kevin  said  Ben  sees  him  running  six  miles  a day,  training,  and  practicing 
year-round  behind  the  scenes.  He  said  Ben  realizes  the  effort  and  hard  work 
it  requires  to  be  a professional  fancy  dancer. 

Kevin  Connywerdy  makes  his  own  costumes.  It  took  him  three  months  to  make 
the  costume  Ben  wears  this  weekend.  Kevin's  outfit  weighs  60  pounds;  he 
tried  to  make  Ben's  as  light  as  possible. 

It  takes  about  a half-hour  to  get  Ben  ready  for  competition  and  about  40 
minutes  for  his  father  to  get  dressed. 

Recently,  Kevin  said  Ben  doesn't  seem  as  interested. 

"I  don't  want  to  hold  him  back  from  anything  he  wants  to  do,"  Kevin 
Connywerdy  said. 

Powwows  are  family  events  where  alcohol  and  drugs  are  prohibited,  Kevin 
Connywerdy  said.  Children  are  right  there  with  their  parents. 

"Dancing  is  a joy  for  me,"  the  father  said.  "It  takes  away  stress  and 
worry,  and  everyday  things  are  wiped  away." 

Kevin  Connywerdy  is  thankful  his  mother  was  open-minded  enough  to  know 
there  wasn't  anything  bad  about  Indian  culture  or  tradition.  He  said  she 
helped  him  find  his  way. 

"I  think  I'm  a pretty  good  dancer  when  I want  to  be,"  Ben  said,  as  he 
joined  the  conversation  again.  He  picked  up  a second-place  trophy  from  the 
1999  Red  Earth  competition  Tiny  Tot  dancing,  pointed  out  the  shiny  eagle 
and  polished  off  a smudge  of  dust. 
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Indian  women  struggle  to  'move  up' 

Rapid  change  provides  opportunities,  challenges 

By  Lisa  Chiu 

c.  The  Arizona  Republic 

Dune  15,  2000 

Karen  Listo  has  a picture  of  herself  and  her  two  kids  taped  to  her  work 
computer  with  the  quote:  "Whatever  it  takes,  we  will  get  there." 

A member  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation,  the  single  mom  from  Tucson  works 
full  time  as  a casino  shift  manager  while  going  to  the  University  of 
Phoenix. 

"A  lot  of  my  classmates  have  died,  some  of  alcoholism  and  suicide.  Maybe 
two  to  three  have  gone  on  to  get  degrees,"  said  Listo,  who  is  studying 
business  management.  "I'm  determined  to  get  a degree  and  move  up." 

Moving  up  --  from  welfare  to  work,  from  casino  cashier  to  shift  manager, 
tiny  steps  and  big  leaps  --  was  the  mantra  of  more  than  200  Native  American 
women  who  gathered  for  the  "Connecting  Your  Circle"  conference  on  Wednesday 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  Select  Airport  in  Phoenix  to  discuss  their  changing 
homelands,  families  and  lives. 

The  growth  of  Indian  gaming  and  other  jobs  off  the  reservations  offer 


Native  American  women  opportunities  unheard  of  a generation  ago  as  well  as 
access  to  better  housing,  day  care  and  social  services.  But  some  women 
struggle  with  the  choices. 

"There  is  a dark  side  and  a light  side  to  gaming,"  said  Wauneta  Lonewolf, 
a Valley  resident  and  a presenter  at  the  motivational  conference.  "For  the 
first  time,  women  are  in  a position  where  they  have  to  assimilate  into 
dominant  society,  and  gaming  gives  us  that  opportunity.  But  at  the  same 
time,  we  don't  have  the  financial-management  skills." 

The  gathering,  which  ends  Friday,  allows  women  to  share  ideas  and  learn 
from  experts  in  various  fields  on  topics  ranging  from  the  practical,  such 
as  starting  a small  business,  to  the  personal,  such  as  how  to  use  dreams  to 
heal  your  life. 

"These  women  are  trying  to  do  all  the  work  at  home  and  in  the  business 
world  and  at  the  same  time  keep  the  culture  alive,"  said  conference 
organizer  Ann  McCommas  of  AIM  Motivational  Seminars  of  Tempe. 

McCommas  told  of  one  Native  American  woman  who  works  all  day  but  finds 
time  every  night  to  sit  with  her  children  outside  to  say  prayers,  sing  and 
tell  stories. 

Retaining  her  culture  is  so  important  to  activist  Marie  Gladue  that  she 
moved  back  to  the  Navajo  Reservation  after  16  years  away  from  home. 

"I  did  the  opposite  of  what  everyone  else  is  doing,"  Gladue  said.  "I 
wanted  (my  children)  to  know  the  Dine  culture.  And  because  we  are  based  in 
the  land,  our  family  has  a kinship  to  it." 

Gladue,  of  Kykotsmovi,  now  works  as  a liaison  for  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land 
Commission.  She  came  to  the  conference  to  network. 

"When  you  make  connections  with  these  people,  there  seems  to  be  a lot  of 
self-empowerment  there,"  she  said. 

Other  women  came  to  the  conference  for  a more  practical  reason:  jobs. 

Nita  Emerson  lives  in  Crownpoint  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  in  northeastern 
New  Mexico  and  helps  tribal  members  move  from  welfare  to  work. 

She  brought  more  than  40  women  from  Crownpoint  so  they  could  learn  how  to 
get  jobs. 

They  face  obstacles  like  alcohol  abuse  and  domestic  violence,  Emerson 
said.  Transportation  also  is  scarce,  leaving  many  women  on  the  reservation 
with  little  means  to  find  jobs  or  take  their  children  to  day  care. 

"A  majority  of  the  women  are  single  parents  living  in  a remote  area  out 
on  the  reservation  with  very  little  job  opportunities,"  Emerson  said. 

For  many,  progress  has  a price. 

dementia  Ramon  had  to  leave  the  Tohono  O'odham  Reservation  in  southern 
Arizona  to  attend  a welfare-to-work  program  for  six  months,  leaving  her 
children  behind  with  family.  But  she  knew  it  would  be  worth  it. 

After  4 1/2  years  on  welfare,  Ramon  now  supports  her  family  and  works  as 
a counselor  for  other  tribal  members  on  welfare. 

"I'm  back  now,  working  for  my  people,"  Ramon  said.  "I  can  relate  to  my 
clients.  I just  give  them  a little  push  because  somebody  once  pushed  me." 
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Tribe  stakes  claim  to  Illinois  land 

Miami  Indians  say  1805  treaty  violated,  seek  huge  swath  of  land 
By  Flynn  McRoberts 
c.  Chicago  Tribune 
Dune  14,  2000 

MIAMI,  Okla.  --  Miami  Indians  once  ranged  across  much  of  the  Great  Lakes 
region  before  soldiers  evicted  them  from  their  ancestral  lands  at  gunpoint, 
eventually  pushing  them  onto  this  patch  of  northeastern  Oklahoma. 


But  with  a recent  federal  lawsuit,  tribal  leaders  hope  to  reclaim  a wide 
swath  of  territory  that  once  belonged  to  the  Miami  nearly  two  centuries 
ago:  2.6  million  acres  of  what  is  now  rich  Illinois  farmland. 

If  successful,  the  lawsuit  theoretically  could  toss  residents  off  much 
of  east  central  Illinois.  More  likely,  the  tribe  would  simply  use  a much 
smaller  portion  to  build  a land-based  casinoPsomething  federal  law  allows 
Native  American  tribes  to  do  in  states  where  they  own  land  and  casino 
gambling  is  legal. 

Such  an  outcome  would  be  a boon  for  the  Miami,  whose  modest  tribal 
nation  in  Oklahoma  includes  a day-care  center  under  construction,  a shirt 
factory  fashioned  from  a converted  garage,  and  a bingo  hall  and 
horseracing  betting  parlor  called  The  Stables. 

"We're  looking  forward  to  the  glory  days,"  said  Chief  Floyd  Leonard,  the 
former  school  administrator  and  longtime  elected  leader  of  the  Miami's  2, 
250  members. 

It  would  be  a startling  turnaround  for  Illinois  as  well.  The  removal  of 
Native  Americans  was  so  complete  in  the  Prairie  State  that  it  is  now 
without  a single  square  inch  of  Indian  reservation. 

But  the  Miami  are  asking  the  courts  to  help  the  tribe  reclaim  land  that 
Thomas  Jefferson's  administration  granted  it  in  a 195-year-old  treaty?  a 
vast  parcel  starting  north  of  Champaign  and  running  south  to  Effingham. 

The  Miami  still  have  significant  legal  hurdles  to  clear  before  they 
could  claim  victory.  But  they  have  precedent  to  help  make  their  case:  In 
recent  years  several  tribes  in  upstate  New  York  and  elsewhere  have  won 
striking  victories  on  old  land  claims,  partly  relying  on  a 1985  Supreme 
Court  ruling  that  affirmed  treaties  signed  in  the  country's  frontier  days. 

The  emerging  legal  battle  has  raised  issues  that  cut  to  the  heart  of  the 
American  experience,  from  correcting  historical  injustices  to  protecting 
the  bedrock  right  of  private  property.  The  dispute  also  has  boosted  the 
hopes  of  a small  but  savvy  tribe,  stirred  trepidation  among  the  lawsuit's 
defendants,  and  dredged  up  old  stereotypes  from  those  who  now  control  the 
land . 

"If  this  works  out,  what  happens?"  asked  Urbana  farmer  Francis  Walden. 

His  98-year-old  father,  Rex,  is  named  in  the  suit  as  a trespasser  on  Miami 
treaty  land  that  has  been  in  the  Walden  family  for  over  70  years.  "They 
just  might  move  you  on  a reservation,  dad." 

With  a 16-gauge,  double-barreled  shotgun  propped  behind  the  recliner  in 
his  living  room,  Rex  Walden  shot  back:  "If  they  come  for  this  land,  they 
better  bring  something  bigger  than  a bow  and  arrow." 

This  is  "not  frivolous,"  said  Bob  Douglas,  a Crawford  County  attorney 
whose  housekeeper,  Evelyn  Bliss,  happens  to  be  named  in  the  suit.  To  his 
understanding,  Douglas  said,  the  Miami  were  never  compensated  for  the  land 
at  stake.  "They  didn't  get  the  loot,"  he  said. 

Federal  judges  appear  willing  to  change  that,  Douglas  noted:  "It  seems 
like  there's  been  a shift  in  the  courts  in  recent  years  in  favor  of  the 
Indians . " 

The  suit  was  news  to  Walden  and  the  two  dozen  other  defendants  listed  in 
the  Miami  suit.  They  were  shocked  to  discover  they'd  been  selected  as 
representatives  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  state  residents  who  have 
been  "trespassing  on  Miami  Wabash  Watershed  Tribal  Lands  within  Illinois," 
according  to  the  suit. 

The  Miami  lived  at  various  times  in  other  parts  of  Illinois,  but  not  on 
the  2.6  million  acres  the  tribe  now  contends  it  owns.  That  claim  stems 
from  a land  swap  the  tribe  made  with  the  federal  government  in  the  1805 
Treaty  of  Grouseland. 

Linder  that  pact  with  Jefferson's  administration,  the  tribe  ceded 
ancestral  lands  farther  east  in  exchange  for  a vast  chunk  of  largely 
untouched  prairie  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

In  subsequent  treaties,  Miami  Nation  tribes  gave  up  most  of  the  new  land, 
but  not  the  east  central  Illinois  portion.  "This  land  that's  at  issue  was 
never  transferred  from  the  tribe  to  the  U.S.,"  said  Larry  Leventhal,  a 
prominent  Indian  rights  attorney  who  is  representing  the  tribe.  "It 
remains  Miami  land." 

For  all  of  Illinois'  Native  American  history,  commemorated  with  Indian 
names  from  the  village  of  Algonquin  to  Shawneetown,  the  state  has  no 


reservation  land.  Like  so  many  other  tribes,  the  Miami  were  pushed 
westward  before  being  removed  to  territory  north  of  TexasPa  place  called 
the  "Great  American  Wasteland"  by  early  French  explorers. 

In  recent  years,  the  Miami  have  sought  to  reclaim  their  lost  lands. 

After  long  court  fights,  the  tribe  last  year  won  rulings  to  place  a casino 
on  land  in  Miami  County,  Kansas  (where  the  Miami  were  forcibly  moved  in 
1846  before  being  pushed  to  Oklahoma  in  the  run-up  to  the  Civil  War) . But 
a U.S.  District  Court  judge  in  Kansas  blocked  federal  plans  to  license  the 
casino?  a decision  the  tribe  has  appealed. 

In  1996,  they  turned  their  attention  to  Illinois  and  began  talking  to 
the  administration  of  then-Gov.  Dim  Edgar,  a native  of  Coles  County,  one 
of  the  15  counties  included  in  the  claim.  Those  negotiations  went  nowhere, 
as  have  those  with  current  Gov.  George  Ryan,  leading  to  the  suit. 

"Essentially,  we  couldn't  give  them  what  they  wanted,"  said  Ryan's  press 
secretary,  Dave  Urbanek.  "What  they  wanted  us  to  do  was  tell  these 
landholders? 'Give  up  your  land  to  become  [a  reservation]  so  they  can  put  a 
casino  on  it . ' " 

The  tribe  doesn't  hide  its  interest  in  a casino.  But  as  George  Tiger, 
the  Miami  Nation's  spokesman,  said,  "This  has  gone  beyond  a casino  matter. 
It's  about  the  sovereignty  of  the  tribe.  We  have  one  of  the  original 
contracts  with  America,  and  it  wasn't  fulfilled." 

One  way  to  do  so  would  be  to  grant  the  tribe  some  land  in  Illinois  that 
it  could  use  for  a land-based  casino.  Though  state  law  prohibits  such 
facilities,  Miami  lawyers  contend  that  Ryan  could  approve  such  a deal 
because  federal  Indian  gaming  laws  supersede  state  law. 

But  Ryan  apparently  feels  no  compunction  to  add  the  Miami  to  the  list  of 
those  who  have  gotten  favorable  treatment  for  gaming.  That  list  includes 
Rosemont  Mayor  Donald  Stephens,  who  lobbied  hard  for  state  permission  to 
get  a new  casino  built  in  his  northwest  suburb.  It  also  includes  Arlington 
International  Racecourse  owner  Dick  Duchossois,  whose  track  will  get  a 
piece  of  the  Rosemont  casino  profits  if  the  facility  survives  a pending 
court  challenge  and  is  built. 

One  of  the  lobbyists  hired  by  the  tribe  is  Ryan  friend  Tony  Leone,  who 
also  represents  investors  backing  the  Rosemont  plan. 

At  least  some  local  residents  don't  see  why  the  state  shouldn't 
accommodate  the  Miami  along  with  other  casino  operators.  "If  there  can  be 
a riverboat  in  Peoria,  there  can  certainly  be  a land-based  casino  here 
without  hurting  anyone,"  said  Karen  Fletcher,  who  recently  bought  a 
farmhouse  in  Champaign  County. 

So  far,  though,  the  tribe  has  failed  to  win  the  support  of  the  federal 
government,  which  is  backing  the  Oneida  tribe  in  its  efforts  to  reclaim 
land  and  collect  compensation  for  property  unlawfully  sold  to  the  State  of 
New  York  long  ago. 

Fights  between  New  York  officials  and  several  tribes  have  dragged  on  for 
years?multiplying  court  costs  and  leaving  some  property  owners  unable  to 
get  title  insurance  due  to  the  uncertainty.  Private  attorneys  in  east 
central  Illinois  worry  that  shaky  title  insurance  issues  could  cost  some 
Illinois  farmers  their  bank  loans. 

In  the  Illinois  case,  the  state  is  not  named  as  a defendant.  Dan  Curry, 
spokesman  for  Illinois  Atty.  Gen.  Dim  Ryan,  said  the  state  hasn't  decided 
whether  to  file  a brief  on  behalf  of  the  landowners  or  possibly  become  a 
party  in  the  case.  "We're  still  talking  to  the  governor's  office  about 
those  options,"  Curry  said. 

In  their  filing,  the  Miami  ask  the  court  to  grant  them  immediate 
possession  of  the  Illinois  land  and  to  eject  the  defendants  unless  the 
landowners  are  licensed  by  the  tribe.  But  Chief  Leonard,  a gentle  74-year- 
old  retiree  who  once  visited  Illinois'  southern  tip  as  an  insurance  claims 
adjuster,  says  he  doesn't  want  to  create  hardship  for  state  residents. 

"My  tribe  does  not  wish  to  put  innocent  landowners  through  pain  and 
suffering  such  an  action  will  bring,"  he  stated  in  a letter  sent  April  24 
to  Gov.  Ryan.  "But  it  appears  I have  no  choice.  This  action  could  be 
eliminated  if  the  state  would  negotiate  a fair  settlement." 

News  of  the  lawsuit  has  produced  both  fear  and  wisecracks  throughout  the 
counties  cited  in  the  claim.  Former  Vermilion  County  Board  Chairman  Max 
Call,  whose  Georgetown,  111.,  brick  ranch  house  is  listed  in  the  suit. 


said,  "If  they  make  me  president  and  CEO  of  their  new  casino,  I might 
consider  it.  But  I'd  like  to  make  sure  the  casino  is  up  and  running." 

loking  aside.  Call  is  opposed  to  actually  giving  the  tribe  a casino.  "I 
personally  don't  think  it's  worthy  of  a compromise,"  Call  said  of  the 
Miami  claim.  "We  have  a lot  of  people  in  this  country  that  were  treated 
wrong.  ...  You  can't  go  back  over  centuries  and  centuries  and  make  it 
right . " 

But  the  tribe  doesn't  view  it  as  reparations  so  much  as  simply  honoring 
a long-ignored  treaty.  Of  course,  a casino  in  Illinois  wouldn't  hurt  the 
finances  of  the  Miami,  for  whom  gaming  has  been  a crucial  source  of 
revenue  since  the  Stables  gambling  hall  opened  in  1998. 

Like  many  tribes,  the  Miami  received  smaller  compensation  from  the 
Indian  Claims  Commission,  which  ran  from  1946  until  the  early  1970s.  But  a 
new  chapter  in  reparations  was  opened  in  1985  when  a sharply  divided  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  sided  with  the  Oneida  tribe  in  ruling  against  New  York.  The 
court  majority  agreed  that  New  York  officials  had  unlawfully  cut  a deal 
with  the  Oneidas  without  the  required  federal  approval. 

Attorneys  for  the  Miami  note,  however,  that  their  case  does  not  involve 
such  an  illegal  deal.  Their  treaty  with  the  federal  government,  they  argue, 
remains  valid. 

Still,  the  Miami's  chances  in  Illinois  may  be  impeded  by  the  sheer 
complexity  of  the  case.  The  Oneidas  triumphed  by  suing  the  State  of  New 
York. 

"In  this  case,  it's  going  to  be  a lot  harder  because  they  don't  have  a 
governmental  defendant,  a single  defendant  to  bring  into  court  and  say, 
'This  is  what's  happened,"'  said  lake  Page,  co-author  of  "Wild  lustice,"  a 
1995  book  on  the  Indian  Claims  Commission.  "It  sounds  like  all  hell  will 
break  loose  in  court,  and  they'll  be  able  to  hold  this  thing  up  for 
decades . " 

Indeed,  Rex  Walden,  for  one,  cuts  a rather  relaxed  figure  in  his  Oshkosh 
overalls.  Sitting  in  the  living  room  of  his  white,  clapboard  farmhouse  the 
other  day,  he  said  with  a sparkle  in  his  eyes:  "I  won't  go  to  stacking  my 
stuff  up  yet." 
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Cherokee  legal  victory  paved  way  for  modern  constitutional  system, 
justice  says 
Associated  Press 

TULSA,  Okla.  (AP)  The  Cherokee  tribe  won  a legal  victory  in  the 
19th  century  that  paved  the  way  for  a more  powerful  constitutional 
system,  but  they  lost  the  war  to  retain  their  land  in  Georgia,  a U.S. 
Supreme  Court  justice  said. 

Associate  lustice  Stephen  Breyer  linked  the  tribe's  landmark 
court  victory  in  1832  and  reactions  from  then-President  Andrew 
lackson  and  Georgia  officials  to  a decision  125  years  later  to  send 
in  federal  troops  to  protect  black  children  entering  an  all-white 
school . 

"Perhaps  that  experience  can  help  us  understand  our  own 
responsibility  to  preserve  and  to  pass  on  the  traditions,  habits  and 
expectations  of  behavior  that  underlie  our  modern  system,  creating 
the  freedom  we  enjoy,  not  just  on  paper,  but  in  reality,"  Breyer  said 
in  speech  Monday  to  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  Historical  Society. 

"If  so,  a dangerous  episode  in  the  court's  history,  and  a tragic 
story  in  the  history  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe,  at  last  may  help  others 
whose  basic  liberties  are  threatened." 

Delivered  in  the  court's  chamber,  where  cases  are  heard  and 
opinions  announced,  the  speech  marked  the  25th  annual  lecture  of  the 


society,  the  Tulsa  World  reported  from  its  Washington  bureau. 

Breyer's  lecture  spanned  Cherokee  history,  beginning  with  the 
tribe's  support  of  the  British  during  the  Revolutionary  War  to  its 
subsequent  treaties  with  the  United  States  in  which  the  federal 
government  promised  to  protect  Cherokee  land  and  guarantee  its 
boundaries  and  the  legal  and  military  moves  against  the  tribe  by  the 
state  of  Georgia. 

Breyer  said  two  major  lawsuits  came  out  of  Georgia's  efforts 
against  the  Cherokees,  which  intensified  after  gold  was  discovered  on 
tribal  land.  The  state  ignored  both  cases  and  did  not  even  show  up  to 
defend  its  actions  before  the  court. 

The  second  case  grew  out  of  the  arrest  of  a group  of 
missionaries  working  with  the  Cherokees.  It  resulted  in  an  unanimous 
court  ruling  that  not  only  nullified  the  Georgia  law  used  to  imprison 
the  missionaries  but  also  recognized  the  Cherokee  nation  as  a 
separate  community  that  exists  outside  the  reach  of  state  law. 

Georgia  refused  to  acknowledge  the  ruling,  and  Jackson,  who 
already  had  made  it  clear  he  sided  with  the  Georgians,  also  seemed  to 
be  sending  the  message  that  he  also  would  not  be  bound  by  a court 
ruling. 

A national  debate  ensued,  and  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall 
questioned  whether  the  Constitution  would  survive. 

The  case  helped  set  a different  tone  for  national  policy,  but 
the  Cherokees  still  lost  their  land  in  Georgia  and  were  forced  west 
along  the  Trail  of  Tears  to  what  would  become  Oklahoma. 

"In  a word,  the  Cherokees  won  their  legal  battle  and  lost  the 
war,"  said  Breyer,  who  painted  the  Cherokees  and  the  Supreme  Court  as 
"allies,"  fighting  on  the  same  side  of  the  issues, 
c.  2000  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved.  This  material  may 
not  be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten  or  redistributed . 
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Tribal  council  overrides  Cherokee  chief 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
6/14/00 

Measures  involve  key  oversight  areas 

TAHLEQUAH  --  The  Cherokee  Nation  tribal  council  has  overridden  three 
vetoes  by  Chief  Chad  Smith,  tribal  spokesman  Mike  Miller  said  Tuesday.  It 
marked  the  first  time  that  the  council  has  overridden  Smith  since  he  took 
office  in  August  1999. 

On  May  24,  Smith  vetoed  council-approved  legislation  which  would  have 
granted  subpoena  powers  to  the  council,  approved  the  purchase  of  land 
adjacent  to  a tribal  hospital  and  made  the  council  the  recipient  of 
funding  for  the  Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority. 

At  a Monday  night  meeting,  the  council  overrode  each  of  the  vetoes  by 
votes  of  10-4,  Miller  said. 

In  the  first  override.  Miller  said,  the  council  revived  legislation 
giving  it  the  right  to  establish  a structure  to  look  into  matters  they 
wanted  to  investigate. 

Smith  said  he  would  welcome  investigations,  but  he  expressed  fear  that 
the  services  of  a tribal  agency  such  as  the  health  department  could  be 
shut  down  if  an  employee  or  nonemployee  wouldn't  cooperate  with  a subpoena. 

Council  members  voting  to  override  the  veto  said  that  wasn't  the  intent 
of  the  legislation. 


In  a second  override,  the  council  set  aside  the  chief's  veto  of  council- 
approved  legislation  to  purchase  45  acres  adjacent  to  the  Hastings  Indian 
Hospital  here  for  $540,000. 

Smith  said  he  vetoed  the  legislation  because  the  tribe's  comptroller  had 
told  him  the  necessary  money  wasn't  in  the  general  fund.  Miller  said. 

Smith  said  he  felt  the  acquisition  was  against  the  tribe's  constitution. 

Charles  Grimm,  director  of  the  Indian  Health  Service  in  Oklahoma,  had 
sent  a letter  to  the  tribe  stating  that  there  were  no  plans  to  expand  the 
hospital.  Miller  said. 

Council  members  voting  to  override  the  chief  said  the  hospital  is 
overloaded  and  an  expansion  is  necessary. 

Some  council  members  supporting  the  chief  on  the  issue  said  the  money  in 
question  could  be  of  better  use  at  health  facilities  at  Salina,  Nowata  and 
Muskogee,  Miller  said. 

Although  his  third  overridden  veto  of  a resolution  would  have  stopped 
the  tribal  council  from  being  the  recipient  for  housing  authority  funding. 
Smith  agreed  with  council  members  that  more  oversight  might  be  needed  of 
the  tribe's  housing  authority. 

However,  Smith  said,  the  housing  authority  is  an  independent  agency  and 
has  its  own  board  of  directors,  which  is  appointed  by  the  chief  and  tribal 
council . 

Smith  said  the  council  was  establishing  itself  as  an  administrative  body 
when  the  tribe's  constitution  calls  on  it  to  legislate  and  for  the  tribe's 
secretary-treasurer  to  receive  all  funds. 

Council  members  voting  to  override  the  third  veto  said  they  had  no 
intention  of  taking  over  administrative  matters. 

"RE : Hay  Delivered  to  Black  Mesa"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Dun  2000  07:27:23  -0700 

From:  redorman@theofficenet . com 

Sub j : Hay  run  distributes  22  tons  & update 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  SDNMarsha@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

Subject:  Semi  truck  load  of  Hay  delivered  to  Black  Mesa  on  Saturday 

Dune  10,  2000 

Date:  Dune  14,  2000 

Posted  by:  Marsha  Monestersky,  Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

On  Saturday,  Dune  10,  2000,  a semi  truck  carrying  22  tons,  336  bales 
of  alfalfa  hay  came  to  Black  Mesa.  This  hay  was  distributed  to  Hopi 
Partition  Land  (HPL)  residents  for  their  corralled  animals.  Large 
numbers  of  animals  deemed  illegal,  without  any  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(BIA)  permit  or  over  the  permit  limit  are  now  forced  to  remain  corralled 
in  order  to  avoid  confiscation. 

Katherine  Smith  and  her  son  Dulian  spread  the  word  about  the  hay 
delivery  throughout  Big  Mountain.  Clarence  Blackrock  spread  the  word  in 
Cactus  Valley.  Neighbors  helped  neighbors  by  delivering  hay  to  those 
without  working  vehicles.  Sandwiches  and  Gatorade  helped  quench  peoples 
thirst  and  hunger  and  there  was  a real  sense  of  community  in  spite  of 
the  stress  endured  by  HPL  residents. 

Fannie  Goy,  a Cactus  Valley  resident  came  to  get  hay.  She  said  3 months 
ago  the  BIA  confiscated  1 of  her  cows.  She  only  owned  2 cows  and  they 
were  both  branded  and  legally  on  her  permit.  But  the  BIA  confiscated 
one  and  sold  it  at  public  auction.  She  became  so  afraid  she  sold  her 
other  legal  cow  and  now  has  two  orphans  corralled  for  fear  they  too 
would  be  seized.  These  calves  should  be  roaming  free.  And  who  is  the 
responsible  party  when  the  BIA  sells  these  animals  at  public  auction  and 
keeps  all  the  profits  from  their  sale.  The  offending  party,  the  BIA, 
should  compensate  Fannie  Goy  for  this  cow. 

BIA  range  management  in  the  region  is  based  on  the  issuance  of  permits 
for  livestock  and  the  impoundment  of  non-permitted  "illegal"  animals. 


Impounded  livestock  can  be  retrieved  after  payment  of  fees,  but  the  fees 
are  typically  much  larger  than  can  be  paid  by  subsistence  herders. 
Consequently,  most  impounded  animals  are  sold  at  auction.  If  the  auction 
price  is  greater  than  the  impoundment  fees,  the  BIA  is  supposed  to 
return  the  difference  to  the  owners,  but  the  selling  price  is  usually 
less  than  the  impoundment  fees. 

Pauline  Whitesinger ' s bull,  Rena  Babbitt  Lane's  horse  and  Anna  Begay's 
horse  were  all  set  to  be  sold  at  public  auction.  But  the  BIA  returned 
these  animals  after  we  proved  they  acted  in  violation  of  the  law.  We 
need  your  help  to  stop  the  BIA  from  seizing  animals  that  are  legally 
permitted  to  graze  and  animals  that  are  supposed  to  be  safe  inside 
corrals.  The  Dineh  people  are  trying  to  comply  with  harsh  restrictions 
imposed  upon  them,  then  the  BIA  too,  must  follow  its  own  laws.  Please 
demand  the  Department  of  the  Interior  issue  an  immediate  moratorium  on 
all  livestock  confiscations  pending  an  investigation  of  the  BIA's 
activities . 

Please  understand  the  urgency  of  the  crisis  since  a drought  emergency 
has  been  declared  and  the  BIA  is  threatening  to  continue  an  aggressive 
campaign  of  confiscating  livestock.  In  order  to  protect  these  animals 
from  being  impounded,  we  need  your  financial  support  to  continue 
providing  hay  and  feed  for  corralled  animals.  Please  help  us  with  this 
humanitarian  effort.  The  targets  are  elderly  people  who  survive  by 
herding  sheep  as  their  families  have  done  for  hundreds  of  years.  Their 
livestock  is  the  centerpiece  of  their  daily  lives  in  which  their  culture 
and  religion  are  interwoven  with  their  land  and  animals.  Without 
livestock,  the  people  lose  their  means  of  survival 

and  their  ability  to  maintain  an  independent  lifestyle  living  in  remote 
areas  without  electricity,  running  water,  telephones,  or  assistance  from 
the  government. 

So  please  understand  the  urgency  of  the  crisis  and  support  the  Dineh 
elders  in  any  way  you  can. 

Thank  you  to  Black  Mesa  Weavers  for  Land  and  Life  for  the  hay, 

Violet  and  Hoella  Aishke 

Helen  Bedonie 

Alice  and  Kee  Z.  Begay 

Anna  Begay 

Ella  Begay 

Glenna  Begay 

Mazzie  and  Hosteen  Nez  Begay 

Sadie  Begay 

Irene  Benally 

John  Benally 

Kee  Benally 

Malcolm  Benally 

Ruth  Benally 

Ruby  and  Hesse  Biakeddy 

Clarence  Blackrock 

Ernest  and  Irene  Claw 

Fannie  Goy 

Hulia  Herbert 

Elvira  Horserder 

Vina  Horseherder 

Rena  Babbitt  and  John  Lane 

Amy  Little 

Leta  O'Daniel 

Katherine  and  Hulian  Smith 
Caroline  and  Bert  Tohannie 
Pauline  Whitesinger 
Hack  Woody 
Arlene  Yazzie 

Marsha  Monestersky,  Consultant 
HOW  CAN  YOU  HELP: 

Please  support  the  Livestock  Feed  Project,  to  help  contact:  Carol 


Halberstadt,  Black  Mesa  Weavers  for  Life  and  Land,  e-mail: 
carol@migrations . com  OR  Pepper  Fernandez  or  Steve  Sugarman,  Social  and 
Environmental  Entrepreneurs  (SEE),  SDN's  fiscal  agent,  e-mail: 
PepperClip77@aol . com 

Please  send  and  fax  letters  to  the  responsible  authorities.  Range 
management  should  require  efforts  to  restore  the  rangeland. 

Confiscation  is  not  a solution. 

TO:  Ms.  Sharon  Blackwell 

Acting  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

1849  C Street,  NW 

Washington,  DC  20240 

Phone:  (202)  208-7163 

Fax:  (202)  208-6334 

PLEASE  SEND  COPIES  TO: 

Tom  Davis,  Range  Management  Specialist 

US  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Phoenix  Area  Agency 

Branch  of  Land  & Water  Resources 

P.0.  Box  10 

Phoenix,  AZ  85001 

Phone:  (602)  379-6789 

Fax:  (602)  379-6835 

Mr.  Fred  Chavez 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Hopi  Area  Agency 

P.0.  Box  158 

Kearns  Canyon,  AZ  86034 

Phone:  (520)  738-2249 

Fax:  (520)  738-5187 

AND  E-mail  and  send  a copy  to: 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
P.0.  Box  4013 
Tuba  City,  AZ  86045 
Phone/Fax:  (520)  674-4479 
E-mail:  sdnmarsha@aol.com 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet . com . 

- — "RE:  Crow  Water  Negotiations  Near  End"  

Date:  Thu,  15  Dun  2000  13:54:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : Water  negotiations  near  end  under  new  Crow  leadership 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Negotiations  continue  with  new  Crow  leadership 

BILLINGS  - Negotiations  are  continuing  between  the  state  and  the 
Crow  Tribe  on  a plan  for  stream  flows  and  lake  levels,  but  now  with 
the  tribe's  new  leadership.  A water  compact  was  negotiated  under  the 
leadership  of  Tribal  Chairman  Clara  Nomee,  who  was  defeated  by 
Clifford  Birdinground  during  elections  this  spring.  During  his 
campaign,  Birdinground  was  critical  of  the  compact  and  the 
negotiations . 


A deadline  of  Dune  17th,  2000,  was  set  for  negotiating  a 
management  plan  for  flows  in  the  Bighorn  River  and  reservoir  levels 
in  Bighorn  Lake.  The  draft  plan  worked  out  between  the  tribe  and 
state  will  be  presented  to  the  public  Thursday  at  a meeting  in 
Billings.  It  is  expected  to  provide  protection  for  Blue  Ribbon 
fisheries  below  Yellowtail  Dam,  as  the  fisheries  are  considered  to  be 
a key  factor  in  the  local  economy, 
http: //www. msn be . com/local/KULR/165067 .asp 

"RE : Human  Rights  Commission  Investigating  Complaint"  

Date:  Mon,  15  May  2000  12:39:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMPLAINT 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

Human  Rights  Commission  Investigating  Complaint  By  Northern  Saskatchewan  Man 
PRINCE  ALBERT,  Sask.  (CP)  The  Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission  is 
investigating  a complaint  that  an  RCMP  officer  discriminated  against 
aboriginal  people  in  a northern  Saskatchewan  town. 

Colin  Mann,  the  non-aboriginal  owner  of  a small  store  in  Ile-a-la-Crosse, 
said  Cpl.  Murray  Drever  told  him  he'd  better  get  used  to  aboriginal  people 
shoplifting  because  "that's  just  the  way  it  is  in  these  northern 
communities  and  that's  the  way  these  people  are." 

Mann,  whose  wife  is  Metis,  said  the  comments  imply  all  aboriginal  people 
are  criminals. 

An  internal  RCMP  investigation  in  March  concluded  Drever  displayed  an 
improper  attitude  while  speaking  with  Mann. 

After  the  investigation,  Drever  apologized  to  Mann,  the  mayor  of  Ile-a-la 
Crosse  Mayor  and  the  town  council. 

Heather  Russell,  a spokeswoman  for  the  RCMP  in  Regina,  said  the  Mounties 
would  not  comment  on  the  human  rights  commission  investigation. 

"It's  their  jurisdiction,"  said  Russell. 

Drever  couldn't  be  reached  for  comment  Tuesday. 

Although  a 140-name  petition  calling  for  Drever 's  removal  was  circulated 
earlier  this  year  in  Ile-a-la  Crosse,  the  corporal  is  still  in  charge  of 
the  RCMP  detachment. 

Mayor  Max  Morin  said  he  and  city  council  were  satisfied  with  the  officer's 
apology  and  did  not  feel  he  needed  to  be  removed. 

"Everybody  makes  mistakes,"  said  Morin,  who  is  Metis.  "Racism  happens 
both  ways." 

Morin  said  Mann's  complaint  to  the  human  rights  commission  will  just  bring 
old  wounds  to  the  surface. 

Officials  from  the  human  rights  commission  couldn't  be  reached  for 
comment . 

"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 

"RE;  1st  Bank  Opens  on  Reservation"  

Date:  6/5/00  2:27:58  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : 1st  bank  opens  on  reservation 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+>  [from  Lona.  Thanks!] 

1st  bank  opens  on  reservation 
Sun,  4 Dun  2000 

http://www.billingsgazette.com/region/20000604_r3bank.html 
By  TOM  HOWARD 
Of  The  Gazette  Staff 

The  Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe  and  First  Interstate  Bank  will  celebrate 
the  grand  opening  of  First  Interstate's  new  Lame  Deer  branch  bank  at  11 
a.m.  Tuesday. 


The  first  bank  on  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Reservation  and  only  the  third 
Montana  bank  to  be  located  on  an  Indian  reservation  is  expected  to  provide 
financial  services  for  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Reservation,  which  is  home  to 
about  6,000  people,  according  to  supporters. 

The  new  Lame  Deer  branch  also  symbolizes  a decade's  worth  of 
cooperation  between  the  tribe  and  bank's  parent  company,  Billings-based 
First  Interstate  BancSystem,  supporters  say. 

"The  bank  will  open  new  doors  for  members  of  the  Native  American 
community  who  have  never  had  their  own  community  bank.  The  closest  financial 
services  are  now  in  Colstrip  and  Ashland,"  said  Maria  Valandra,  First 
Interstate  BancSystem  community  development  officer. 

"This  means  for  the  first  time  we  have  the  opportunity  to  develop  our 
local  economy  with  a local  financial  institution.  I think  that  it's  so 
critical  for  Indian  tribes  to  have  local  institutions,"  said  Gail  Small, 
executive  director  of  Native  Action,  a nonprofit  multi-issue  organization  on 
the  Northern  Cheyenne  Reservation. 

Tom  Scott,  chief  executive  of  First  Interstate  BancSystem,  said 
opening  the  Lame  Deer  branch  not  only  provides  services  to  the  reservation 
but  also  makes  good  business  sense. 

"It's  good  business  any  time  you  cooperate.  The  bank  is  tangible 
evidence  of  what  we  are  able  to  accomplish  when  we  work  together, " Scott 
said . 

"We  are  very  excited  about  serving  Lame  Deer  and  the  surrounding 
communities,"  Scott  said.  "A  lot  of  people  helped  make  this  possible,  and 
it's  a very  special  time  for  both  First  Interstate  and  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
Tribe . " 

Barbara  Braided  Flair,  a member  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne  tribe,  is 
branch  manager  of  First  Interstate's  Lame  Deer  branch.  She  is  inviting 
people  to  attend  the  grand  opening  celebration  that  will  feature  giveaways, 
drawings  and  a barbecue. 

The  collaborative  relationship  between  the  banking  company  and  the 
tribe  has  been  a decade  in  the  making.  Small  said. 

At  one  time.  First  Interstate  and  Native  Action  were  at  odds  on 
whether  the  banking  company  was  fulfilling  an  obligation  to  provide 
financial  services  on  the  reservation. 

In  1991,  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  denied  a 
proposed  merger  of  First  Interstate  BancSystem  of  Montana  and  Commerce 
BancShares  of  Wyoming.  The  board  decided  that  the  Colstrip  bank  owned  by 
First  Interstate  BancSystem  wasn't  adequately  serving  the  credit  needs  of 
the  reservation  as  required  under  the  Community  Reinvestment  Act. 

The  CRA  requires  financial  institutions  to  meet  the  credit  needs  of 
all  people,  including  low-income  people  and  minorities,  in  the  areas  in 
which  they  operate. 

Small  said  Native  Action's  successful  CRA  challenge  set  national 
precedents,  but  it  also  set  the  stage  for  future  cooperation  between  First 
Interstate  and  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe. 

In  1992,  First  Interstate,  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe,  Native  Action 
and  other  groups  approved  a cooperative  agreement  to  increase  lending  and 
provide  other  services.  It  also  set  the  stage  for  more  cooperation. 

"Over  the  years,  there  has  been  a level  of  trust  that  has  developed 
between  our  bank  and  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe,"  Scott  said. 

Fie  said  Small  has  been  instrumental  in  helping  to  pave  the  way  for  the 
Lame  Deer  branch  bank.  Among  other  things.  Native  Action  helped  revise  legal 
codes  so  that  the  bank  could  operate  within  the  reservation ' s legal  system. 

Tom  Scott,  Valandra,  and  First  Interstate  BancSystem  Foundation 
President  Him  Scott  will  be  featured  speakers  at  Tuesday's  grand  opening. 
Other  dignitaries  will  include  Doe  Walksalong  Sr.,  president  of  the  Northern 
Cheyenne  Tribe;  Norman  Gourneau,  vice  president  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
Tribe  and  First  Interstate  Advisory  Board;  and  Small. 

Tom  Floward  can  be  reached  at  657-1261  or  by  e-mail  at: 
<thoward@billingsgazette . com> 

<+>=<+> 

KOLA  Information:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/index.htm 
KOLA  Petitions:  http://kola-hq.hypermart.net 


KOLA  Greeting  Cards:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/cards.htm 


"RE : Band  Fights  Development  Outside  Reserve"  
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Sub j : NA  News  Item 
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Band  Fights  Development  Outside  Reserve 

Animals  growing  scarce 

HEATHER  SCOFFIELD  The  Globe  and  Mail 

Joseph  Bighead  First  Nation,  Sask.  --  It's  been  at  least  a year  and 
a half  since  Morris  Littlespruce  killed  a moose. 

The  slim,  54-year-old  hunter  and  trapper  used  to  haul  in  at  least  a 
couple  of  the  animals  every  year  to  feed  himself  and  his  family  on 
this  reserve  in  northwest  Saskatchewan.  Lately,  he's  had  to  turn  to 
small  game,  fish  and  store-bought  hamburger  instead. 

"There  are  no  more  animals  there,"  he  says,  pointing  into  the 
spindly  northern  forest  that  surrounds  his  house  on  three  sides.  He 
has  just  come  in  from  hunting,  and  leans  his  antique  gun  up  against 
his  muddy  rubber  boots  and  sighs.  "Some  of  these  good  hunting  spots 
--  now,  we  can't  go  in  there  because  they  are  in  the  way." 

"They"  are  the  natural  gas  and  forestry  companies,  the  provincial 
and  federal  governments  and  the  non-aboriginal  outfitters  who  are 
now  the  target  of  an  aggressive  and  unique  lawsuit  launched  by  the 
Joseph  Bighead  First  Nation. 

The  band  says  the  companies,  governments  and  white  hunters  have 
destroyed  the  environment  around  the  reserve.  The  band  says  the 
devastation  is  so  great  that  its  treaty  is  now  worthless.  It  is 
suing  to  make  them  stop. 

The  lawsuit  has  only  just  begun,  but  the  implications  are  broad.  At 
a local  level,  if  the  band  of  700  people  wins,  the  companies  would 
have  to  pull  out  and  the  governments  would  have  to  place 
conservation  and  aboriginal  concerns  ahead  of  industrial 
development  to  enable  the  Joseph  Bighead  people  to  live  a 
traditional  life. 

On  a wider,  national  level,  a win  could  mean  that  governments  must 
assure  natives  across  Canada  that  their  traditional  hunting  grounds 
are  kept  intact.  The  repercussions  for  natural  resource  companies 
and  for  land  management  in  Canada  could  be  enormous. 

"They've  shone  a spotlight  on  the  issue  of  traditional  aboriginal 
land  use  and  the  whole  issue  of  natural  resource  development,"  said 
Rick  Laliberte,  the  NDP  member  of  Parliament  for  the  area  around 
the  Bighead  reserve. 

Only  50  years  ago,  the  Joseph  Bighead  First  Nation  lived  off  the 
land,  eating  moose,  fish,  berries  and  roots,  and  using  wild  herbs 
for  medication. 

Now,  the  troubled,  impoverished  Cree  community  is  heavily  dependent 
on  welfare  and  poisoned  by  alcoholism,  vandalism,  mental  and 
physical  health  problems  and  a sense  of  hopelessness.  The  reserve 
is  dotted  with  boarded  up,  burned-out  houses.  The  Littlespruces 
still  have  no  running  water  piped  into  their  house. 

"The  government  has  stomped  all  over  us  when  we  kept  saying  'No,'  " 
says  Mr.  Littlespruce ' s wife,  Sandi,  who  has  just  taken  a break 
from  skinning  two  beavers.  "It's  like  a wild  animal.  You  push  him 
into  a corner  and  he'll  attack." 

The  case  builds  on  a recent  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  victory  won  by 
John  Sundown,  a Joseph  Bighead  band  member  who  was  granted 
permission  to  keep  his  hunting  cabin  in  the  middle  of  the 
provincial  park.  The  Supreme  Court  decision  gave  the  band,  and 
other  natives,  the  right  to  establish  settlements  in  traditional 
hunting  territory  --  recognizing  treaty  rights  over  resources  and 
land  outside  reserve  boundaries. 


Now,  the  Bighead  reserve  argues  that  its  treaty  signed  with  the 
Queen  in  1876  has  become  meaningless.  Under  the  treaty,  Canada 
promised  to  make  sure  that  the  natives'  way  of  life  would  be  kept 
intact  and  that  band  members  would  be  able  to  continue  hunting, 
fishing,  trapping  and  gathering  as  before. 

"We  believe  our  treaty  is  a sacred  agreement,"  Chief  Ernest  Sundown 
says.  "For  us,  it  means  life." 

Canada  has  looked  the  other  way  while  the  province  and  industry 
have  steadily  encroached  on  the  Joseph  Bighead  traditional  way  of 
life,  the  band  argues.  The  lumber  industry  has  taken  out  chunks  of 
the  forest  and  has  plans  to  continue  harvesting  for  the  next  100 
years.  Seismic  testing  for  natural  gas  sends  tremors  through  the 
ground,  and  the  testers  cut  straight  paths  through  the  bush  that 
allow  white  hunters  easy  access  to  the  animals  in  the  fall. 

In  a statement  of  claim  filed  earlier  this  year,  the  natives 
demanded  that  all  forestry  activity,  oil  and  gas  exploration  and 
sport  hunting  and  fishing  stop  immediately.  They  want  compensation 
for  all  the  damage  done  to  their  traditional  hunting  and  trapping 
grounds  in  the  past.  And  they  want  the  province  and  Ottawa  to  come 
up  with  a solid  plan  to  protect  wildlife  in  the  future. 

For  Sandi  and  Morris  Littlespruce,  the  treaty  means  they  should  be 
able  to  feed  their  family  through  hunting,  trapping  and  picking 
wild  berries  and  roots.  They  should  be  able  to  go  off  into  the 
woods  with  their  horses,  track  down  a moose  or  two,  and  live  in  the 
bush  for  a few  weeks  every  summer. 

They  still  try,  but  it's  getting  harder.  They  have  to  go  further 
and  further  away  to  find  game,  and  game  is  no  longer  the  moose  they 
grew  up  on.  It's  mainly  deer  --  considered  small  and  second-rate  -- 
geese  or  other  birds  as  well  as  fish.  And  the  medicinal  plants  that 
Mrs.  Littlespruce  used  to  find  in  the  woods  quite  easily  are 
scarcer . 

"They're  trying  to  take  everything  away  from  us,"  Mr.  Littlespruce 
says,  explaining  why  the  band  was  so  exasperated  and  launched  a 
lawsuit . 

The  family  lives  a colourful  mix  of  modern  and  traditional 
cultures.  Behind  the  modest,  vinyl-sided  house  is  a large  smoke 
rack  handmade  from  thin  logs,  perching  over  a fire  pit.  After  Mr. 
Littlespruce  brings  home  the  deer,  geese,  ducks  or  moose  --  if  he 
finds  any  --  his  wife  preserves  the  meat  for  months  by  smoking  it 
on  the  rack. 

Many  of  the  hunters  at  Joseph  Bighead  go  hunting  on  modern 
all-terrain  vehicles,  but  Mr.  Littlespruce  prefers  to  use  a team  of 
old  horses  that  he  lets  run  wild  in  the  bush  behind  his  house. 

Guiding  him  in  his  decisions  is  a haunting  tale  an  elder  told  him 
when  he  was  little.  Government  people  were  coming  to  talk  to  them, 
the  elder  said,  and  they  would  tell  the  natives  they  should  get  rid 
of  their  poverty  by  exploiting  their  rich  land. 

Don't  fall  for  it,  the  elder  said. 

"The  elders  say  protect  it  for  your  grandchildren,"  Mr. 

Littlespruce  recalled.  "And  I will." 

Mr.  Littlespruce ' s pledge,  echoed  by  many  in  the  Joseph  Bighead 
band,  is  the  driving  force  behind  their  aggressive  lawsuit.  They 
reject  business  and  entrepreneurial  efforts  to  make  a living  as 
harmful  to  the  land.  And  they  feel  the  lawsuit  is  the  only  way  open 
to  them  to  protect  their  traditional  hunting  grounds  for  future 
generations . 

Joseph  Bighead ' s steadfast,  spiritual  dedication  to  protecting  the 
land  and  preserving  a traditional  way  of  life  has  set  the  band 
apart  from  many  other  bands  in  the  area.  While  others  are  also 
involved  in  quarrels  with  natural  resource  companies  and  with 
government  over  how  to  interpret  treaties  and  agreements,  Joseph 
Bighead  goes  further. 

The  band  refuses  to  belong  to  any  organization,  not  even  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations  or  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian 


Nations.  Those  groups  are  too  willing  to  compromise  with  white 
people,  and  their  treaties  have  become  watered  down  as  a result. 

Chief  Sundown  explains. 

"For  us,  money  has  never  been  an  issue.  If  it  had  been,  we  would 
have  settled,  and  been  a member  of  the  FSIN  and  so  on,"  he  said. 

"It's  just  not  an  issue  here.  Land  is  more  important  than  money  to 
us.  . . . If  we  maintain  this  land  and  the  animals  in  it,  we  can 
survive. " 

The  band  clings  to  its  traditional,  spiritual  beliefs.  Sweat 
lodges,  ceremonial  dances  and  the  worship  and  communication  with 
nature  are  central. 

"That  is  our  strong  point,  our  spiritual  beliefs.  They  are  tied  to 
the  land,"  Chief  Sundown  says.  "We  don't  want  to  be  assimilated." 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 
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WEST  LINN,  Ore.  (AP)  --  The  first  documented  catch  of  a predatory  fish 
known  as  a "tiger  musky"  has  raised  concerns  about  a potential  threat  to 
salmon  and  steelhead  in  the  Willamette  River. 

Tiger  muskies  are  freshwater  fish,  sterile  hybrids  between  northern  pike 
and  muskellunge,  or  "musky."  They're  named  for  the  distinctive  striping  on 
their  sides  and  occur  naturally  in  the  wild. 

Neither  species  is  native  to  Oregon,  officials  say,  but  they're  raised 
at  a Washington  state  hatchery  and  stocked  in  lakes  to  feed  on  so-called 
"scrap  fish"  such  as  pikeminnows  and  carp. 

Stocking  Merwin  Reservoir  on  the  North  Fork  Lewis  River  system  in  1997 
is  credited  with  dramatically  improving  that  lake's  kokanee  fishing  by 
reducing  the  pikeminnow  population. 

But  a tiger  musky  landed  last  week  at  a Willamette  River  boat  ramp  in 
Oregon  City  is  the  first  time  the  fish  has  been  documented  in  Oregon. 

The  Willamette  fish,  caught  Friday  by  Aaron  Skillings  of  Oregon  City, 
was  32  inches  long  and  weighed  9.32  pounds. 

"It  was  a major  fight,  big  time,"  said  Skillings,  19,  a biology  major  at 
Clackamas  Community  College  and  a member  of  the  school's  wrestling  team. 

"The  first  time  I saw  it,  I knew  it  was  something  different,  but  I didn't 
know  what . " 

Skillings  took  the  fish  to  Fisherman's  Marine  and  Outdoors  in  Oregon 
City,  where  a crowd  immediately  gathered  and  tentatively  identified  the 
catch . 

Then  he  went  to  the  Clackamas  office  of  the  Oregon  Department  of  Fish 
and  Wildlife,  where  biologist  limmy  Watts  used  books  and  pictures  to 
confirm  the  identity. 

Steve  King,  the  ODFW  Columbia  River  program  manager,  said  he  plans  to 
talk  about  the  catch  with  his  Washington  state  counterparts. 

"They're  not  a neat  thing  to  have  loose  in  a salmon-  and  steelhead- 
bearing stream,"  King  said  of  the  musky. 

"When  they  were  stocked,  there  was  some  real  concern  about  them  getting 
into  the  Columbia  system,  but  we  were  assured  they  would  not  escape,"  King 
said.  "If  someone  caught  one,  you  have  to  wonder  how  many  more  are  out 
there . " 

The  oldest  population  of  tiger  muskies  was  first  stocked  in  Mayfield 
Lake,  on  the  upper  Cowlitz  River,  in  1988.  They've  become  a popular 
sportfish  in  the  lake,  which  yielded  the  Washington  state  record,  28.25 


pounds,  in  1995. 

lack  Tipping,  a biologist  for  the  Washington  Department  of  Fish  and 
Wildlife  who  has  shepherded  the  Mayfield  and  Merwin  programs,  said  it's 
possible  some  muskies  escaped  from  Washington  waters  during  heavy  winter 
runoff  and  floods  and  moved  into  the  Willamette  from  the  Columbia  River. 

"I'm  uncertain  whether  to  claim  it  or  not,"  Tipping  said.  "There's  no 
way  to  know  the  source.  You  can  buy  them  from  vendors  in  the  Midwest,  and 
for  all  we  know,  someone  could  have  purchased  fingerlings  and  released 
them  in  a pond." 

Tipping  said  the  tiger  musky  poses  few  problems  for  juvenile  salmon  and 
steelhead,  despite  its  appetite  for  other  fish. 

The  musky  doesn't  swim  in  the  kind  of  currents  used  by  salmon  and 
steelhead,  and  the  species  doesn't  become  very  active  until  warm  summer 
months,  when  it  moves  into  6 to  8 feet  of  water  and  feeds  on  pikeminnows 
and  other  scrap  fish.  The  rest  of  the  fall  and  winter  it  heads  for  deep 
water  and  eats  very  little. 

There  have  been  rumors  over  the  past  few  years  of  tiger  muskies  in  the 
upper  Willamette  system  near  Eugene,  but  Deff  Ziller,  state  district  fish 
biologist  in  Springfield,  said  he  hasn't  heard  any  reports. 
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Indian  Chiefs  Reject  $500  Million  Ski  Resort  Near  Lillooet,  British  Columbia 

VANCOUVER  (CP)  A proposed  $500-million  ski  resort  about  150  kilometres 
north  of  Vancouver  is  in  jeopardy  following  the  plan's  rejection  by 
several  area  Indian  chiefs. 

"Without  First  Nations  support,  it's  very  difficult  to  do  this  project," 
resort  developer  A1  Raine  said  Tuesday. 

Raine  and  his  wife  Nancy  Greene  Raine  have  worked  10  years  for  permission 
to  build  the  resort. 

"The  message  is,  'Don't  do  business  in  B.C.  on  Crown  land  or  you'll  be 
held  to  ransom  by  First  Nations  in  the  area,"'  Raine  said.  "It  says  they 
are  in  charge,  not  the  government  of  B.C." 

Several  chiefs  in  the  area  decided  Sunday  to  reject  the  all-season  resort, 
which  would  be  built  on  Crown  land  in  traditional  St'at'imc  territory 
between  Pemberton  and  Lillooet. 

Resource  and  land  use  decisions  within  the  area  will  be  determined  by 
St'at'imc  law,  the  tribal  council  said  in  a news  release. 

"'We  don't  want  Melvin  Creek  to  be  developed  into  a ski  resort,"  said 
Seton  Lake  chief  Garry  Dohn,  who  is  also  chairman  of  the  Lillooet  tribal 
council . 

"There's  been  far  too  many  developments  in  which  we  haven't  been  notified 
and  there's  no  opportunity  for  us  in  this." 

Raine,  who  wants  to  build  the  resort  in  the  Melvin  Creek  watershed  about 
55  kilometres  southwest  of  Lillooet,  said  the  development  would  provide 
plenty  of  economic  benefits  for  natives. 

He  said  he  will  still  seek  an  environmental  assessment  certificate,  noting 
that  the  provincial  environmental  assessment  review  board  recommendations 
go  to  the  government  on  Dune  30  for  consideration. 

Raine  also  said  he  believes  the  3,000-member  Mount  Currie  band,  the 
largest  band  in  the  area,  was  not  part  of  Sunday's  decision  by  the  tribal 
council . 

The  Mount  Currie  band  has  shown  interest  in  his  proposal  and  might  be  more 
amenable  to  participating  in  the  resort's  development,  he  said. 

Stager  was  unavailable  for  comment,  but  band  councillor  Lyle  Leo  said  the 
band  has  no  comment  until  it  has  reviewed  the  matter. 

Raine  said  he  offered  to  recognize  the  First  Nations  land  claims  at  the 
same  level  as  the  province. 


"In  other  words,  I'd  pay  them  the  same  (annual)  fees  the  province  would 
be  paid,"  he  said.  "It  could  (eventually)  be  $1  million  a year." 

Environmentalists  who  have  called  on  the  provincial  government  to  halt  the 
development  were  happy  with  the  tribal  council's  decision. 

"This  is  a complete  rejection,"  said  Will  Koop  of  the  Society  Promoting 
Environmental  Conservation,  one  of  several  environmental  groups  that  say 
the  resort  would  have  a serious  impact  on  wildlife,  including  grizzly 
bears  and  about  300  mountain  goats. 

"It  seems  to  be  dead  in  the  water." 

Raine,  who  said  he  has  spent  more  than  $1  million  on  the  proposal  since 
1991,  maintained  the  environmental  impact  will  be  minimal. 

If  approved,  the  resort  would  be  developed  over  15  to  20  years  with  an 
estimated  investment  of  $500  million,  featuring  14  lifts  and  accommodation 
for  about  14,000  people,  including  employees. 

"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 
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Canadian  Mohawk  cop's  job  with  O'odham  a thorny  issue 

By  Doseph  Barrios 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

A decision  made  26  years  ago  by  Russ  Dock's  mother  is  at  the  center  of  a 
legal  question  that  will  determine  whether  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation 
police  officer  can  keep  his  job. 

The  answer  lies  somewhere  between  the  Arizona  Revised  Statutes  and  a 
200-year-old  treaty. 

Dock  was  hired  by  the  Tohono  O'odham  Police  Department  and  started 
working  as  a patrol  officer  in  February  1999,  although  he  was  not  yet 
certified  as  a peace  officer  in  the  state  of  Arizona. 

Dock,  a member  of  the  Saint  Regis  Mohawk  Nation  straddling  New  York 
state  and  Canada,  said  his  reasons  for  becoming  a cop  are  simple. 

"I've  always  felt  it  was  a very  prestigious  job.  I know  that  it  takes  a 
certain  amount  of  integrity  and  honesty,"  Dock  said.  "And  I just  like 
helping  people  and  working  with  people,  especially  native  people."  But  in 
October,  the  Arizona  Peace  Officer  Standards  and  Training  Board  notified 
Dock  that  he  did  not  qualify  to  be  a peace  officer  in  Arizona  because  he 
was  not  born  in  the  United  States  and  because  he  has  not  gone  through  the 
naturalization  process. 

Dock  doesn't  believe  he  has  to  satisfy  either  criterion.  The  reason:  The 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  signed  the  Day  Treaty  of  1794  to  avoid 
another  colonial  war,  in  part  by  allowing  for  natives  of  the  area  to 
travel  between  what  is  now  Canada  and  the  United  States,  living  and 
working  where  they  choose. 

Federal  immigration  law  adopted  in  1952  and  advisories  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education  both  state  that  Native  Americans  are  entitled  to 
certain  benefits  and  services  in  the  United  States  and  can  freely  cross 
the  U.S.  border. 

Dock  said  the  issue  has  never  come  up  before.  He  grew  up  in  the  United 
States.  So  did  his  parents.  He  went  to  school  and  earned  a criminal 
justice  degree  at  a community  college  in  New  York  state. 

Dock's  mother,  like  many  members  of  the  nation,  would  simply  cross  the 
river  into  Cornwall,  Ontario,  to  give  birth  to  her  children. 

"There  wasn't  even  a question,"  Dock  said.  "When  you  have  a baby,  you  go 
to  Canada.  That's  where  the  better  health  care  is." 

Colin  Peabody,  a compliance  specialist  with  the  Arizona  Peace  Officer 
Standards  and  Training  Board,  said  the  agency  is  simply  following  the 


letter  of  the  law.  Arizona  law  states  that  peace  officers  must  be  born  in 
the  United  States  or  go  through  the  naturalization  process. 

"It's  kind  of  a unique  situation.  We've  had  people  come  from  Great 
Britain  and  Australia  and  normally  we  just  tell  them  you  have  to  be  a 
United  States  citizen/'  Peabody  said.  "He's  not  an  American  citizen,  at 
least  by  the  normal  channels." 

Before  Arizona  POST  can  certify  a person  as  a peace  officer,  the 
applicant  must  meet  minimum  qualifications  and  training  standards.  An 
applicant  must  be  a U.S.  citizen  and  must  not  be  under  indictment  for  a 
crime . 

The  second  step  involves  meeting  training  standards  by  going  through  a 
training  academy.  Usually,  police  agencies  will  check  the  minimum 
requirements  before  the  applicant  is  ever  sent  through  the  training 
academy. 

But  Dock  went  through  the  academy  and  started  patrolling  for  the  police 
department  before  he  was  ever  certified. 

Peabody  said  the  governing  board  of  Arizona  POST  has  asked  the  state 
attorney  general's  office  for  an  opinion  on  the  matter  but  isn't  even  sure 
if  that's  the  correct  procedure  for  reconciling  a federal  treaty  with 
state  law. 

"We  understand  he's  a good  person,"  Peabody  said.  "It's  a paperwork 
snafu . " 

Capt.  Richard  Saunders  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  Police  Department  said  the 
department  would  be  at  a disadvantage  if  Dock  is  not  certified. 

"If  we  lost  him,  it  would  be  kind  of  unfortunate  with  us.  We  would  love 
to  retain  him,"  Saunders  said.  "Officer  Russ  Dock  is  a highly  motivated 
individual . " 

Dock  is  still  working  for  the  department  but  is  only  allowed  to  enforce 
tribal  laws.  He  is  working  now  as  a school  resource  officer. 

"He's  developed  excellent  rapport  with  teachers,  administrators  and  most 
of  all  the  students,"  Saunders  said. 

The  department,  with  about  40  patrol  officers,  still  needs  to  hire  more 
than  a dozen  officers  before  it  is  fully  staffed,  Saunders  said. 

Saunders  said  any  decision  by  the  attorney  general's  office  also  could 
have  an  impact  on  a 19-year-old  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  member  who  was  born 
on  the  reservation  in  Mexico  but  who  lives  in  Arizona.  He  said  she  also 
wants  to  become  a police  officer. 

Dock  said  he  understands  Arizona  POST's  position.  It  has  to  uphold  the 
law  as  written.  But  he  also  hopes  administrators  will  read  the  treaty  and 
exercise  the  same  discretion  police  trainees  are  taught  at  the  academy. 

"We're  taught  every  situation  is  different,"  Dock  said.  "You  have  to  use 
some  discretion  and  you  have  to  use  some  common  sense." 

Contact  Doseph  Barrios  at  629-9412  or  by  e-mail  at 
jbarrios@azstarnet . com 
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Saskatchewan  Prisoner  Suicide 

PRINCE  ALBERT,  Saskatchewan  A coroner's  jury  has  come  up  with  three 
recommendations  in  the  case  of  Saskatchewan  Penitentiary  inmate  who 
killed  herself. 

Earla  Stephanie  Brass,  a 28-year-old  mother  of  five,  was  found 
hanging  from  a bedsheet  in  her  cell  on  February  5th. 

She  was  taken  to  Victoria  Hospital  in  Prince  Albert  where  she  was 
pronounced  dead  early  the  next  morning. 

Durors  say  women  should  no  longer  be  incarcerated  in  penal 
institutions  for  men. 

They  also  say  the  institutions  should  incorporate  more  programming 
toward  traditional  aboriginal  rehabilitation  methods. 


As  well,  the  jury  decided  western  medicine  and  traditional  healing 
should  work  together  in  case  management. 

"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 

[compu  smart] 

"RE : CNN  Peltier  Stories"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Dun  2000  22:44:32  -0400 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : 2 CNN  PELTIER  STORIES  6/13/2000 

Indian  activist  Peltier  denied  parole  at  hearing 
Dune  13,  2000 

Web  posted  at:  12:42  PM  EDT  (1642  GMT) 

LEAVENWORTH,  Kansas  (AP)  --  Leonard  Peltier,  the  American  Indian  serving 
two  life  sentences  for  the  fatal  shootings  of  two  FBI  agents,  was  denied 
parole  by  a court  officer  after  a hearing  Monday. 

The  parole  examiner  recommended  that  Peltier's  sentence  be  continued  until 
his  next  full  parole  hearing  in  2008.  The  U.S.  Parole  Commission  will  review 
the  recommendation  and  make  a final  decision. 

One  of  Peltier's  attorneys,  Carl  Nadler,  said  at  a news  conference  that 
the  decision  would  be  appealed. 

On  Dune  26,  1975,  FBI  agents  Ronald  A.  Williams  and  Dack  R.  Coler  pursued 
a robbery  suspect  into  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  A 
shootout  erupted  with  activists  from  the  American  Indian  Movement,  and  the 
agents  were  first  wounded,  then  shot  in  the  head. 

Two  suspects  were  acquitted  and  a third  freed  for  lack  of  evidence. 
Peltier,  after  fleeing  to  Canada  and  being  extradited  to  the  United  States, 
was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  consecutive  life  terms  in  1977,  despite 
defense  claims  that  evidence  against  him  had  been  falsified. 

Peltier,  55,  has  suffered  from  health  problems  in  recent  years,  including 
lockjaw,  borderline  diabetes  and  a series  of  small  strokes.  He  also  is  said 
to  be  nearly  blind  in  one  eye. 

"He  is  being  denied  parole  because  he  will  not  admit  he  shot  the  agents  in 
the  way  the  FBI  says  he  did,"  said  one  of  his  attorneys,  Dennifer  Harbury. 
"He  is  being  forced  to  admit  to  a crime  he  did  not  commit." 

Peltier,  considered  by  many  supporters  to  be  a political  prisoner,  has 
drawn  attention  from  domestic  and  international  human  rights  activists. 

Former  U.S.  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark  said  releasing  Peltier  would  be 
a step  toward  reconciliation  between  the  government  and  American  Indians. 

Also  supporting  Peltier  at  the  news  conference  were  representatives  of 
Amnesty  International,  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations  in  Canada. 

Copyright  2000  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved.  This  material  may 
not  be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten,  or  redistributed. 


Peltier  supporters  lobby  Clinton  for  executive  clemency 
Peltier,  the  American  Indian  serving  two  life  sentences  for  the  fatal 
shootings  of  two  FBI  agents,  was  denied  parole  by  a court  officer  Monday 
Dune  13,  2000 

Web  posted  at:  6:15  p.m.  EDT  (2215  GMT) 

By  Raju  Chebium 

CNN  Interactive  Correspondent 

WASHINGTON  (CNN)  --  Leonard  Peltier's  supporters  said  Tuesday  the  ailing 
American  Indian  leader's  failure  to  win  parole  is  a great  injustice  and 
reiterated  that  he  did  not  kill  two  FBI  agents  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota  on  Dune  26,  1975. 

The  FBI  said  the  issue  of  whether  Peltier  killed  agents  Ronald  A.  Williams 
and  Dack  R.  Coler  has  been  settled  decisively  by  the  courts. 

David  Williams,  the  FBI  special  agent  for  Wisconsin  who  has  broad 
knowledge  of  the  case,  also  noted  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  twice  declined 
to  consider  the  Peltier  case,  proving  there  was  nothing  legally  wrong  with 
the  way  his  case  was  handled. 

On  Monday,  a parole  examiner  recommended  that  Peltier  be  held  in  prison 
until  his  next  full  parole  hearing  in  2008.  The  U.S.  Parole  Commission  will 


review  the  recommendation,  a process  that  could  take  months. 

Peltier,  55,  is  being  held  at  the  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary  in 
Kansas.  In  1977,  he  was  sentenced  to  two  life  in  prison  terms. 

"What  it  boils  down  to  is  he  will  not  be  released  unless  he  confesses  to  a 
crime  he  did  not  commit,"  said  Jennifer  Harbury,  one  of  Peltier's  attorneys. 
"It's  probably  the  worst  civil  rights  case  facing  the  U.S.  government  right 
now. " 

Williams  said  it  is  normal  for  clemency  petitions  to  be  submitted  to  the 
White  House  in  the  final  months  of  a presidency.  He  said  Peltier's 
supporters  may  be  increasing  their  lobbying  efforts,  mindful  that  this  is 
President  Clinton's  final  year  in  office. 

"There  is  a certain  timing  issue  here  that  can't  be  ignored,"  he  said. 

Shootout  at  Pine  Ridge 

Peltier  was  one  of  four  American  Indians  accused  in  the  killings  of 
Williams  and  Coler  in  the  summer  of  1975,  after  a shootout  erupted  between 
the  agents  and  American  Indian  Movement  activists. 

The  shootout  resulted  after  the  agents  pursued  a robbery  suspect  into  the 
Pine  Ridge  reservation  where  AIM  delegates  were  attending  a conference. 

Harbury  said  the  shootings  took  place  against  the  backdrop  of  two  years  of 
violence  and  harassment  at  Pine  Ridge.  Harbury  said  the  harassment  was 
widely  believed  to  have  been  the  work  of  "vigilantes"  working  for  a tribal 
leader  who  was  in  league  with  the  FBI. 

A series  of  deaths  on  the  reservation  also  contributed  to  a climate  of 
fear  and  tension  during  the  conference,  Harbury  said.  Many  believed  the  FBI 
was  somehow  connected  to  the  deaths  of  some  60  American  Indians,  she  said. 

So  when  the  FBI  came  barging  in,  AIM  members  believed  they  were  the  targets, 
she  said. 

In  the  ensuing  gun  battle,  the  agents  were  first  wounded,  then  shot  at 
point-blank  range  in  the  head.  One  American  Indian  also  died.  Two  suspects 
were  acquitted  in  1976  by  a jury  that  found  they  fired  at  the  agents  in 
self-defense.  A third  was  freed  for  lack  of  evidence  in  the  bid  to  catch  the 
agents'  killer. 

Peltier,  who  had  fled  to  Canada  after  the  shootings,  was  extradited,  tried, 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  two  consecutive  life  terms  in  1977. 

His  conviction  came  amid  widespread  accusations  that  the  FBI  had  coerced 
witnesses,  used  perjured  testimony  and  suppressed  evidence  at  the  trial. 

Peltier  has  suffered  from  health  problems  in  recent  years,  including 
borderline  diabetes  and  a series  of  small  strokes.  He  is  also  said  to  be 
nearly  blind  in  one  eye. 

His  case  has  generated  international  attention,  with  several  European 
governments,  former  U.S.  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark,  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
winner  Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn,  actor  Robert  Redford  and  other  Hollywood 
celebrities  demanding  his  release. 

Supporters'  accusations  and  the  FBI's  answers 

Harbury  accused  the  FBI  of  having  fabricated  evidence  to  convict  an 
innocent  man  and  a well-known  activist  in  hopes  of  destabilizing  the 
American  Indian  Movement,  a civil-rights  group. 

The  Pine  Ridge  shootings  occurred  at  a time  when  the  FBI  was  actively 
targeting  minority-rights  groups,  saying  they  posed  a threat  to  national 
interests  and  security,  she  charged. 

She  pointed  to  what  she  called  many  bogus  claims  by  the  FBI,  saying  even 
the  prosecutor  in  the  case  has  said  repeatedly  that  he  does  not  know  for 
certain  that  Peltier  was  the  triggerman.  Harbury  further  alleged  that 
ballistics  reports  showed  the  bullets  that  killed  the  agents  could  not  have 
come  from  Peltier's  gun. 

Williams  said  two  eyewitnesses  testified  that  Peltier  was  the  only 
American  Indian  with  a gun  that  could  fire  the  type  of  bullets  that  killed 
the  agents. 

He  also  said  Peltier  was  known  to  have  a violent  past,  citing  the 
activist's  arrest  on  charges  of  attempting  to  kill  a Milwaukee  police 
officer  in  1972;  Peltier  was  found  not  guilty  of  that  charge. 

Williams  added  that  Peltier  himself  has  admitted  to  firing  at  the  agents, 
citing  Peltier's  1981  interview  with  the  CBS  News  program  "60  Minutes." 


Peltier's  supporters  have  acknowledged  that  they  are  lobbying  President 
Clinton  to  issue  an  executive  clemency.  The  FBI  has  said  it  opposes 
clemency  for  a man  convicted  of  killing  two  of  its  own. 

Peltier ' s words 

In  an  October  1999  open  letter  to  his  supporters,  Peltier  wrote:  "many 
years  of  my  life  ...  have  been  stolen  from  me.  I know  that  my  own 
persecution  has  become  a symbol  of  the  persecution  all  of  our  people  face 
everyday. " 

"But,  I have  not  given  up  hope  for  freedom,"  he  wrote.  "Today  I am  asking 
you  to  stand  up  and  represent  me  and  everything  I am  so  proud  of." 

The  Associated  Press  contributed  to  this  report. 

RELATED  STORIES: 

For  more  LAW  news,  myCNN.com  will  bring  you  news  from 

Danet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http : //www . owlstar . com 

— "RE:  Peltier  Urgent  Action"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Hun  2000  12:26:58  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub  j : URGENT  ACTION 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

Below  is  an  urgent  action  protesting  Leonard  Peltier's  denial  of  parole. 
Please  stay  alert  for  further  information  regarding  the  campaign  for 
executive  clemency.  We  are  now  at  the  most  urgent  stage  of  this  year's 
campaign.  Plan  to  be  in  Washington  DC  on  October  27  to  demonstrate  this 
injustice.  Thank  you  for  your  ongoing  support.  Time  to  dust  ourselves  off, 
and  forge  ahead. 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

URGENT  ACTION  : PELTIER  CASE 
PROTEST  PRELIMINARY  DENIAL  OF  PAROLE 

Yesterday,  Dune  12,  2000  a parole  hearing  for  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier  was 
conducted  at  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary.  Mr.  Peltier  attended, 
together  with  his  attorneys,  Carl  Nadler,  Dennifer  Harbury  and  Ramsay  Clark. 

Despite  the  extraordinary  presentation  of  evidence  as  to  his  eligibility, 
described  below,  Mr.  Peltier  was  denied  parole  before  the  hearing  officer 
had  even  read  the  materials  offered.  The  decision  will  still  be  considered 
by  the  U.S.  parole  commissioners  in  Washington  D.C.  before  the  denial  is 
finalized.  However,  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  there  will  be  no  release,  no 
matter  how  uniquely  eligible  Mr.  Peltier  may  be,  unless  he  confesses  to  a 
crime  he  did  not  commit. 

AN  ARBITRARY,  IRRATIONAL  AND  CAPRICIOUS  DENIAL  OF  PAROLE  IS  A DUE  PROCESS 
VIOLATION  UNDER  THE  UNITED  STATES  CONSTITUTION. 

A DECISION  TO  DENY  PAROLE  BEFORE  THE  EVIDENCE  IS  EVEN  READ  OR  CONSIDERED  IS 
A DENIAL  OF  A FAIR  HEARING  AND  CONSTITUTES  A DUE  PROCESS  VIOLATION  OF  THE  US 
CONSTITUTION  AS  WELL. 

A DENIAL  OF  PAROLE  IN  ORDER  TO  FORCE  MR.  PELTIER  TO  CONFESS  TO  A CRIME  HE 
DID  NOT  COMMIT  IS  A DUE  PROCESS  VIOLATION  AS  WELL. 

PLEASE  CALL  DANET  RENO'S  OFFICES  AND  COMMENT  : THE  MAIN  SWITCHBOARD  NUMBER 
IS  202  514-2000 

ALSO  : WHITE  HOUSE  SWITCHBOARD  202-456  1414 

CONGRESSIONAL  SWITCHBOARD  202-224-3121 
WHAT  WAS  PRESENTED  AT  THE  HEARING  : 

1.  10,000  letters  from  supporters  around  the  world,  all  from  the  last  three 
months 

2.  Scores  of  letters  from  Nobel  Peace  Laureates,  National  and  International 


religious  networks,  human  rights  luminaries  such  as  Amnesty  International, 
Coretta  Scott  King,  the  Rev.  Desse  Dackson,  and  the  Kennedy  Memorial  Center 
on  Human  Rights. 

3.  Scores  of  Tribal  resolutions  demanding  Mr.  Peltier's  immediate  release. 

4.  A multi  page  listing  of  Mr.  Peltier's  humanitarian  work  from  behind  bars, 
including  sponsorship  of  a Native  American  scholarship  program,  an  annual 
Christmas  drive  for  the  children  of  Pine  Ridge,  the  adoption  of  children  in 
Central  America,  and  the  establishment  of  a prisoner  art  program,  among  many 
other  praiseworthy  activities  and  contributions. 

5.  A multi  page  medical  evaluation  from  a doctor  affiliated  with  Physicians 
for  Human  Rights,  detailing  his  deteriorating  medical  conditions  including 
his  diabetes  and  blood  pressure  problems,  the  inadequate  medical  care  at 
Leavenworth,  and  the  potential  complications,  including  kidney  failure  and 
blindness . 

6.  Eight  employment,  social  services  and  housing  offers  from  across  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

7.  Statements  of  support  from  and  request  for  his  release  from 
representatives  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  as  well  as  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations. 

8.  A character  reference  and  call  for  healing  from  a survivor  from  the  Reign 
of  Terror. 

9.  Calls  for  his  immediate  and  unconditional  release  from  representatives 
from  Amnesty  International  and  the  Interfaith  League  of  Political  Prisoners, 
an  affiliate  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

The  parole  hearing  officer  received  some  of  these  materials,  told  us  to  mail 
him  the  rest,  and  declined  to  even  read  the  medical  evaluation  or  the  other 
written  materials.  His  key  issue  was  the  fact  that  Leonard's  version  of  the 
events  that  day  do  not  square  with  the  FBI  version,  for  which  he  was 
convicted . 

CONCLUSIONS  : 

1.  Mr.  Peltier  did  not  receive  a serious  or  fair  hearing  on  his  parole 
request . 

2.  Mr.  Peltier  is  more  qualified  for  parole  than  almost  any  other  prisoner. 
Yet  he  will  not  be  given  parole  unless  he  confesses  to  a crime  that  he  did 
not  commit.  That  fact  that  he  was  denied  a fair  trial  and  that  false 
testimonies  were  used  to  convict  him,  and  that  a critical  ballistic  test 
showing  his  innocence  was  withheld,  will  not  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Nor  will  the  fact  that  even  the  U.S.  Attorney  now  admits  that  no  one  knows 
who  pulled  the  trigger. 

PLEASE  CALL  WASHINGTON WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP!!!!! 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : 25  Years  Since  The  Incident  At  Oglala"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Dun  2000  10:42:25  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Press  Advisory  Oglala 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

Below  is  the  press  advisory  for  the  Dune  26  and  27  Oglala  gathering.  You 
may  forward  it  to  your  local  media  contacts  if  you  whish.  Thank  you. 

--LPDC 

Dune  26,  2000  Will  Mark  25  Years  Since  The  Incident  At  Oglala 


Local  Residents  of  Pine  Ridge  Call  For  Truth,  Reconciliation,  and  Freedom 

For  Leonard  Peltier 

CONTACT: 

ROBERT  QUIVER,  COORDINATOR  OF  THE  LAKOTA  STUDENT  ALLIANCE  (605)  867-1507 
tatankanajin@hotmail . com 
WHAT:  PRESS  CONFERENCE 

WHERE:  OGLALA,  SOUTH  DAKOTA,  DUMPING  BULL  PROPERTY 
WHEN:  DUNE  26,  2000  AT  11:00AM 

WHO:  DEAN  DAY,  NILAK  BUTLER,  NORMAN  BROWN,  DINO  BUTLER,  EDGAR  BEAR  RUNNER, 
ROSLYNN  DUMPING  BULL  AND  BRUCE  ELLISON 

WHY:  Dune  26,  2000  will  mark  25  years  since  a shoot-out  at  Oglala  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  would  culminate  in  the  deaths  of  two  FBI 
agents  and  one  member  of  the  American  Indian  Movement.  Still  today,  a 
quarter  century  later,  the  incident  remains  vivid  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
all  who  were  affected.  On  Dune  26,  2000  members  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement  who  resided  on  the  Dumping  Bull  Ranch  where  the  incident  occurred, 
and  local  residents  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  will  gather  in 
Oglala  to  call  for  healing.  This  will  be  the  first  time  many  have  seen  each 
other  or  discussed  the  incident  since  it  occurred.  In  the  early  morning, 
ceremonies  will  be  held  for  AIM  member  Doseph  Killsright  Stuntz  and  FBI 
agents  Dack  Coler  and  Ronald  Williams,  all  of  whom  were  killed  during  the 
fatal  shoot-out. 

Dean  Day,  an  AIM  member  who  lived  on  the  ranch,  invited  the  families  of  the 
agents  to  the  ceremonies.  "They  share  a common  grief  with  us.  We  too  lost 
many  of  our  loved  ones  during  that  time.  We  are  not  enemies,"  she  said. 
Between  1973  and  1976,  64  people  affiliated  with  the  American  Indian 
Movement  were  murdered,  but  virtually  no  prosecutions  were  brought  against 
those  responsible.  Those  participating  in  the  gathering  are  asking  that  the 
loss  of  their  loved  ones  also  be  recognized  so  that  reconciliation  can 
begin.  They  say  that  the  tragic  deaths  of  the  FBI  agents  were  amongst 
numerous  tragedies  that  occurred  during  the  era,  mostly  against  local 
traditionalists.  They  are  also  asking  for  the  release  of  Leonard  Peltier 
who  has  served  some  24  years  for  the  deaths  of  the  agents  despite  the 
government's  admittance  that  they  do  not  know  who  shot  them.  His  release 
they  say,  would  be  the  first  step  in  balancing  the  scales  of  justice  and 
closing  a chapter  of  history  wrought  with  conflict. 

Those  participating  will  attend  strategy  meetings  to  develop  ways  to  bring 
both  truth  and  reconciliation  to  what  was  a very  violent  and  turbulent  time 
on  Pine  Ridge.  "You  will  find  that  governments  all  over  the  world,  from 
South  Africa  to  Germany,  are  admitting  past  mistakes  in  an  effort  to  bring 
peace  and  closure  to  prior  conflicts,"  said  Bruce  Ellison,  former  Wounded 
Knee  Legal  Offense/Defense  Committee  attorney,  "now  we  are  asking  the  US 
government  to  do  the  same." 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

- "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Dune  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 


is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Henderson,  Phillip  Wayne 

Holbrook,  George 

#D-36152 

#267-889 

PO  Box  4000 

PO  Box  69 

Vacaville,  CA  95646-4000 

London,  OH  43140-0740 

Ancestry:  Seneca  (Iroquois) 

Hicks,  Harold  D.  E.F. 

Date  of  Birth:  4/1/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

368485-01-83, 

Horner,  Paul  Franklin 

Calhoun  Com.  Institute 

#240-070 

P.O.  Box  249, 

PO  Box  511 

Morgan,  GA  31766 

Madison,  OH 

Date  of  Birth:  7/7/67 

Hines,  Steven  Allen 
#295-895 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

PO  Box  511 

Hollek,  Gerald  Frank 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

#E05319-A-2-203 

Date  of  Birth:  1/25/67 

PO  Box  1050 

Ancestry:  Wyandotte 

Soledad,  CA  93960-1050 
Date  of  Birth:  6/3/54 

Hollek,  lay  E.O. 

#5319-A-Z-205, 

Ancestry:  Choctaw 

P.O.  Box  1050, 

Hundley,  Gary  Wayne 

Salinas  Valley  State  Prison, 

#260-427 

Soledad,  CA,  93960-1050 

PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140 

Hunt,  Henry  Lee 

Date  of  Birth:  5/18/64 

#0197656 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

1300  Western  Blvd 
Raleigh,  NC  27606 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Write  Eddie  Hatcher  directly  at  North  Carolina  Central  Prison: 
Eddie  Hatcher,  1300  Western  Blvd.,  Raleigh 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 


RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago 


Date:  Tue,  13  Dun  2000  00:42:44  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Sub  j : 4/27/1900  INDIAN  HELPER 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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A ROBIN'S  EGG. 

Only  think  of  it  - love  and  song; 

The  passionate  joy  of  the  summer  long; 

Martins  and  vespers,  ah!  how  sweet; 

A nest  to  be  in  the  village  street; 

A red  breast  flashing  in  happy  flight, - 
Life's  full  ecstasy  and  delight 
Thrilling  God's  minstrel  through  and  through  - 
All  of  them  packed  in  this  egg  of  blue! 

Would  you  believe  it,  holding  dumb 
Lime  and  pigment  twixt  finger  and  thumb? 

Would  you  think  there  was  love  within 
Walls  so  brittle  and  cold  and  thin? 

Such  a song  as  you  heard,  last  night. 

Thrilling  the  grove  in  the  sunset  light! 
-[DAMES  BUCKHAM. 
in  Sunday  School  Times. 


[photo] 

General  Dohn  H.  Eaton, 
Ex-Commissioner  of  Education 


WILD  INDIANS  I HAVE  KNOWN. 

II. 

My  nearest  neighbors  in  the  Indian  village  on  the  Missouri  river  were 
two  sisters  who  lived  alone,  and  the  younger  of  whom,  although  more  than 
thirty  years  old,  had  never  been  married.  This  is  a very  unusual 
circumstance  among  the  Indians;  so  much  so,  that  Miss  Bird,  (if  we  may 
translate  her  name  literally,)  was  said  to  be  the  only  veritable  "old 
maid"  in  the  tribe!  However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  the 
proverbial  traits  of  her  class  were  written  all  over  her  delicate, 
sharp-featured  face  and  slight,  erect  figure. 

I am  not  sure  but  that  they  were  written  as  well  over  the  double  log 
cabin,  with  a rude  arbor  by  way  of  veranda,  which  domiciled  this 
feminine  household! 

Their  housekeeping,  both  indoors  and  out  - and  Indian  housekeeping  is 
largely  out  of  doors  - was  really  immaculately  neat.  The  yard  was  swept 
as  clean  as  a floor,  and  all  debris  consumed  by  frequent  bonfires.  The 
blankets  were  aired  daily  in  fine  weather,  and  afterwards  folded  and 
arranged  with  perfect  precision. 

Miss  Bird  was  exceedingly  industrious,  and  was  known  far  and  wide  by 
the  fame  of  her  exqusite  embroideries  with  the  dyed  quills  of  the 
porcupine  and  the  more  modern  beads.  The  dolls  and  trinkets  which  she 
manufactured  for  sale  commanded  the  highest  prices.  The  sisters 


possessed  considerable  property,  such  as  horses  and  extra  robes  and  fine 
clothing,  and  their  virtuous  and  independent  lives  commanded  general 
respect . 

They  became  in  time  very  friendly  and  pleasant  neighbors,  but  could 
never  be  persuaded  to  come  to  church  or  to  sewing  society.  Both  were, 
in  their  ideas  and  habits,  immovably  conservative.  Whatever  may  be  the 
characters  among  pagan  Indians  are  least  accessible  to  missionaries. 

The  elder  sister,  whose  poetic  name  was  Dawn  of  Day,  was  a childless 
widow  - quieter,  softer-voiced , and  more  matronly-looking  than  her 
companion.  Miss  Bird  had  a sharp  tongue  of  her  own,  and  was 
particularly  fond 

[continued  page  4] 
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That  tired  feeling  often  comes  from  not  taking  proper  care  of  self. 

Hugh  Sousea,  (Carlisle  '94)  who  holds  the  position  of  disciplinarian 
at  Santa  Fe  Indian  school,  sends  in  his  subscription  to  the  HELPER  and 
Red  Man.  Every  ex-student  of  our  school  and  everybody  in  the  Indian 
service  should  take  the  latter.  Progressive  people  desire  above  all 
things  to  be  well  informed  in  their  own  line  of  work. 

Fanny  Harris  '00,  writes  Miss  Senseney  that  she  has  charge  of  the 
small  boys  at  Cantonment,  Oklahoma,  and  is  enjoying  her  work  immensely. 
After  leaving  here,  she  spent  three  happy  weeks  with  her  mother  and  two 
married  sisters,  each  of  whom  has  a home  of  her  own.  On  her  way  to 
Cantonment  she  stopped  at  Darlington  and  saw  Amelia  Clark,  Joseph  Black 
Bear,  Naomi  Wilson,  and  lastly  Mabel  Buck  Block  and  her  baby  girl.  She 
sends  her  love  to  all  her  friends,  and  we  know  they  are  many. 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  George  Bird  Grinnell,  who  was  a recent  visitor 
to  the  school,  for  a complimentary  copy  of  his  latest  book,  "The  Indians 
of  Today,"  The  volume  is  a very  handsome  one,  effectively  illustrated 
with  Rinehart's  photographs  of  living  Indians,  and  contains  chapters  on 
the  reservation  life,  Indian  character,  Indain  education,  and  a very 
informative  summary  of  present  condition  at  each  of  the  existing  Indian 
agencies.  It  is  a book  that  every  one  interested  in  Indians  will  like  to 
own.  "The  Indians  of  Today"  will  be  reviewed  at  length  in  a forthcoming 
number  of  the  Red  Man.  (Herbert  S.  Stone  Co.,  Chicago,  $5.00). 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  is  having  a hard  struggle  with  the  grippe,  at 
Wilson  College;  but  her  sister.  Miss  Nana,  who  is  nursing  her,  expects 
to  bring  her  home  in  a day  or  so. 

Several  of  the  party  of  girls  who  went  out  last  week  have  written  to 
friends  at  the  school  expressing  their  satisfaction  with  their  new 
homes.  Several  are  sure  they  have  been  assigned  to  the  very  best  place 
there  is. 


Society  visitors  are  frequently  careless  about  meeting  their 
engagements.  We  invite  them  to  consult  the  visiting  schedule.  This 
plan  of  systematic  visiting  is  showing  good  results  in  bettering  the 
society  work,  and  all  should  feel  it  a pleasant  duty  to  help. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  the  interest  which  the  boys  are  showing  in  track 
athltetics.  There  is  no  reason  why,  with  the  amount  of  undeveloped 
material  there  is  in  the  school,  we  should  not  with  proper  training  turn 
out  a track  team  capable  of  proving  more  than  an  "ice  wagon  after  a 
comet . 

The  main  trouble  with  this  sport,  as  with  most  others  in  school,  is, 
that  if  a fellow  doesn't  think  he  is  a star  performer  and  can  beat 
anything  in  sight,  he  won't  come  out  and  train.  Boys,  "get  together" 
and  help  keep  up  the  interest,  don't  let  a few  fellows  do  it  all! 

Base  Ball  Schedule  for  1900. 

Sat.  April  7th,  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  lost  6 to 
7. 

Wednesday,  April  11th,  Mercersburg  at  Mercersburg;  lost  11  to  12. 

Thursday,  April  12th,  Syracuse  here;  won  7 to  5. 

Wednesday,  April  18th,  Lebanon  Valley  College  at  Lebanon;  tie  4 to  4. 

Saturday,  April  21st,  Cornell  at  Ithaca;  lost  13  to  4. 

Thursday,  April  26th,  our  second  team  at  Mercersburg. 

Thursday,  May  3rd,  Susquehanna,  here. 

Sat.,  May  5th,  Mercersburg,  here. 

Sat.,  May  12th,  Albright,  here. 

Wed.,  May  16th,  Lehigh  at  South  Bethlehem. 

Sat.,  May  19th,  Albright  at  Myerstown. 

Sat.,  May  26th,  Bucknell  at  Lewisburg. 

Tuesday,  May  29th,  Gettysburg,  here. 

Wed.,  May  30th,  Pennsylvania  R.R.Y.M.C.A.  at  Philadelphia. 

Sat.,  Dune  2,  Lafayette  at  Easton. 

Sat.,  Dune  9,  Gettysburg  at  Gettysburg. 

Wed.,  Dune  13th,  State  at  State. 


(P  3) 

Lawn  mowers  at  work. 

School  exhibition  Thursday  night. 

"Keep  off  the  grass"  signs  have  disappeared. 

The  willows  and  cottonwoods  are  first  to  put  on  their  summer  attire. 

Mr.  Dagenett  took  a flying  trip  to  Washington  on  business  this  week. 

Miss  Pauli  has  an  interesting  colony  of  tadpoles  in  process  of 
development . 

Miss  Luckenbach  has  been  visiting  frineds  in  Bethlehem,  preparatory  to 
taking  leave  of  us  in  the  east  for  a season. 

Mrs.  DeLoss  has  returned  after  a two  days  absence.  She  was  called  to 
Washiginton  by  the  death  of  a relative. 

Miss  Margaret  Scott  King  of  Chambersburg  and  Miss  Beckwith  of 
Pittsburg,  were  visitors  to  the  school  on  Wednesday. 

There  are  at  present  218  girls  in  quarters  and  210  in  country  homes. 

It  is  expected  that  over  forty  will  go  out  May  3. 

Our  baseball  team  was  defeated  by  Cornell  last  Saturday.  Score  13-4. 
The  second  team  played  Mercersburg  yesterday. 

Walks  to  the  Grove  are  frequent;  the  girls  have  put  their  wheels  in 
order,  and  the  grounds  begin  to  have  a summer-like  appearance. 

Dr.  Eastman  came  in  Sunday  night,  having  seen  about  thirty  boys,  all 
of  whom  he  found  in  good  homes  and  giving  good  satisfaction. 

Grace  Thumbo  came  from  Morristown  last  week  and  has  been  in  the 
hosptial  with  inflammatory  rheumatism  since  her  return.  She  is 
improving. 

Miss  Cochran  is  back  with  her  class  again.  Her  pupils  are  delighted; 
although  they  appreciate  the  earnest  work  done  for  them  during  her 
absence. 

Miss  McIntyre,  who  has  been  ill  for  the  last  week,  is  sitying  up 
today,  surrounded  by  the  most  beautiful  flowers,  the  offerings  of  her 


many  friends. 

The  Teachers'  Club  has  been  greatly  edified  by  a clever  literary 
conundrum  distributed  by  Misses  Bowersox  and  Hill,  which  kept  all  the 
boarders  guessing  for  two  days. 

It  is  delightful  to  see  so  many  "harbingers  of  spring"  find  their  way 
into  the  school-room,  in  the  shape  of  flowers,  plants,  twigs  with 
awakening  buds,  and  so  on.  "Readin, ' Ritin',  and  Rithmetic"  must  be, 
and  must  be  well  done;  but  the  school  that  stops  there  has  not  begun 
education.  We  want  power  of  observation,  of  thought,  of  expression, 
awakened  sympathies  with  life  and  the  things  about  us. 

lames  Flannery,  cornet,  Robert  Bruce,  euphonium,  the  two  soloists  of 
the  band,  both  played  solos  in  their  usual  effective  style  at  the 
concert  on  the  band-stand  Tuesday  evening. 

Supervisor  Dickson  of  the  Third  District  Indian  schools,  called 
Wednesday  on  his  way  to  Colorado  and  the  West.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Dickson.  Mr.  Dickson  understands  the  printer's  trade  from  the  case 
up  to  the  editor's  desk,  and  says  he  never  worked  harder  in  his  life 
than  as  a boy  in  a printing  office  at  $1.00  per  week. 

While  the  first  and  second  baseball  teams  are  hard  at  work  these 
evenings,  practicing  on  the  athletic  field  - the  shop  teams  and  company 
teams  are  struggling  for  supremacy  on  the  old  field  back  of  the  school 
house.  Home  runs,  over  throws,  playing  "marbles"  with  baseball,  hitting 
the  wind,  catching  "flies,"  sliding  to  first,  crooked  umpiring  - all  go 
in  as  part  of  the  game. 

The  Standard-Invincible  reception  last  week  was  a very  pleasant 
affair.  The  officers  of  the  two  societies  received  their  guests,  who 
afterward  played  games  at  little  tables  scattered  about  the  room,  while 
some  promenaded  the  balcony  to  the  music  of  the  band.  Refreshments  were 
served  later,  and  the  occasion  was  pronounced  more  enjoyable  than  the 
large  sociables,  because  less  crowded  and  the  conversation  more  general. 

We  felt  sorry  for  the  large  party  of  girls  and  teachers  who  went  to 
the  mountains  for  arbutus  Saturday  afternoon,  when  a gentle  but  steady 
reain  set  in  and  lasted  for  the  better  part  of  the  afternoon.  They 
returned,  however,  in  high  spirits,  with  quantities  of  the  Puritan 
flowers,  and  had  evidently  enjoyed  the  excursion,  if  it  was  a trifle 
damp!  The  Senior  girls  and  Miss  Weekley's  class,  with  several  of  the 
employees,  made  up  the  party. 

Miss  Mollie  V.  Gaither,  who  was  with  us  for  a time,  and  is  now 
Superintendent  of  the  Umatilla  Boarding  School,  Umatilla,  Oregon,  was 
here  several  days  on  her  way  to  Washington.  She  brought  five  pupils  for 
Carlisle.  Miss  Gaither  has  now  one  hundred  children  under  her  charge, 
of  whom  75  are  full  Indians,  and  thirty  of  this  number  are  under  six 
yars  of  age.  She  considers  the  kindergarten  department  to  be  one  of  the 
most  successful  features  of  her  work.  As  these  Indians  are  citizens, 
and  receive  no  help  from  the  Government  except  in  the  way  of  education, 
the  attendance  at  her  school  is  entirely  voluntary.  An  interesting 
interview  with  Miss  Gaither  will  appear  in  the  May  Red  Man. 


of  descanting  upon  the  faults  and  follies  of  the  men! 

There  was  a romance  about  her  youth;  a tradition,  I know  not  how 
accurate,  that  there  had  once  been  among  her  many  suitors  one  especially 
favored.  The  story  ran  that  while  out  hunting  one  day  with  the  younger 
brother  of  his  sweetheart  he  accidentally  shot  and  killed  him.  This 
terrible  misfortune  the  maiden  visited  not  only  upon  her  lover  but  upon 
all  mankind,  for  ever  after  she  positively  refused  to  accept  a husband. 

On  the  opposite  bank  of  the  "Smoking  Earth"  river  there  dwelt  a tall 
and  stately  Indian  whose  curious  name  had  been  rudely  translated  "Little 
Forked  Tail."  The  reference  was  to  the  tail  of  the  swallow,  so  he  was 
really  called  after  that  bird.  He  had  a fine  aquiline  profile  and  a 
manner  of  considerable  dignity. 

These  facts  impressed  us  upon  his  first  introduction  of  himself,  on 
the  morning  school  opened,  as  father  of  two  of  the  strangest-looking 
little  boys  we  had  ever  seen,  dressed  in  new  suits  of  clothes  several 
sizes  too  big  for  them,  with  uncombed  elf-locks  and  the  accumulated  dirt 
of  several  months  apparently  uhntouched  upon  their  hands  and  faces. 


They  were  blue  with  cold  and  looked  terribly  frightened  as  well;  but  he 
presented  them  to  us  with  paternal  pride,  seeming  quite  unconscious  of 
their  grotesque  and  pathetic  appearance. 

The  outer  boy  was  soon  modified  to  a surprising  extent  by  a bath  and  a 
haircut  - strange  ceremonies  porposed  by  us,  and  courteously  permitted 
by  Little  Forked  Tail  - and  a handsome  little  fellow,  while  the  other 
was  dreadfully  disfigured  by  a hare  lip.  The  one  proved  to  be  clever 
and  conceited;  his  brother  painfully  awkward  and  shy. 

We  soon  learned  to  respect  the  father  for  his  conscientious  efforts  to 
treat  his  sons  with  absolute  impartiality,  while  it  was  evident  that  the 
one  wounded  as  much  as  the  other  flattered  his  pride.  His  concern  for 
their  education  was  great,  and  to  it  he  was  willing  to  make  considerable 
sacrifices.  Either  he  or  the  mother  of  the  boys  brought  them  to  school 
every  day  - a walk  of  three  miles,  with  a stream  to  cross  which  was  not 
bridged  save  by  the  ice  in  mid-winter.  At  certain  seasons  the  passage 
could  only  be  made  by  leaping  from  block  to  block  of  ice,  or  by  wading 
waist-deep  in  the  ice-cold  water.  All  this  the  devoted  parents 
accomplished;  carrying  one  boy  at  a time  and  returning  for  the  second. 
The  mother  would  often  remain  at  the  school  all  day,  and  take  the 
children  home  at  its  close.  And  these  were  genuinely  "wild  Indians!" 

A FAVORITE  PET  AMONG  THE  INDIANS. 


Very  little  credit  has  ever  been  given  the  raccoon  for  its  cunning  or 
sagacity,  and  seemingly  they  are  valued  alone  for  their  fur,  but  a 
careful  study  of  their  habits  will  prove  them  quite  intelligent. 

A friend  possesses  a pet  coon  that  for  reasoning  power  and  good  sense 
certainly  surpasses  a great  many  animals. 

Because  of  the  coon's  particular  relish  for  chickens,  he  is  kept 
chained  to  a stake  driven  in  the  ground,  but  even  with  this  precaution 
he  has  been  known  to  outwit  his  owner.  He  is  fond  of  corn,  and  will 
shell  it  from  the  cob,  then  sprinkle  it  all  around  him,  and  when  the 
young  chickens  come  up  to  get  a share,  he  waits  until  one  is  within  easy 
reach,  and  quickly  he  has  it  in  his  paws.  One  peculiarity  of  this 
raccoon  is  that  he  will  not  pick  up  anything  so  long  as  he  is  looking  at 
it,  but  with  his  eyes  roving  all  about,  he  reaches  out  and  blindly  gains 
possession  of  the  coveted  object,  and  has  never  been  known  to  miss  his 
aim . 

One  day  an  egg  was  placed  where  he  could  almost  touch  it  by  lying  down 
and  stretching  out  the  full  length  of  his  chain.  For  a long  time  he 
sought  in  every  way  to  secure  it,  but  in  vain.  At  last,  as  if  the 
happy  thought  had  just  come  to  him,  he  turned  around  with  his  tail 
toward  the  egg,  and  by  stretching  out  he  could  reach  it  with  his  hind 
feet  and  pull  it  within  the  grasp  of  his  paws,  after  which  he  broke  the 
shell  by  striking  it  upon  the  ground  and  ate  it  with  a great  deal  of 
satisfaction . 

-[Pets  and  Animals. 


Engima . 

I am  made  of  fifteen  letters. 

My  3,  4,  5 is  out  of  health. 

My  8,  2,  3,  4,  7 is  good  for  food. 

My  15,  12,  7 is  sometimes  called  the  source  of  life. 

My  15,  13,  4,  7,  8 is  what  we  are  apt  to  dread  in  the  summer  time. 
My  1,  10,  12,  15,  13  is  what  it  is  not  always  safe  to  do. 

My  11,  14,  8 is  frequently  a nuisance. 

My  7,  3,  6,  5 is  necessary  to  men  of  several  trades. 

My  2,  4,  11  is  what  Adam  lost. 

My  5,  4,  9,  2 is  distrusted  by  everybody. 

My  8,  2,  6,  13  is  an  excellent  quality  in  a man. 

My  whole  is  a universal  favorite  at  this  season  of  the  year. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Rainy  weather. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
The  Carlisle  Indian  School  Research  pages  are  located  at 


http://www.epix.net/~landis  with  links  to  contact  information  for  the 
National  Archives,  history  of  the  school  (1879-1918),  bibliographies  and 
more.  This  paper  transcribed  by  Barbara  Landis,  blandis@epix.net  from 
the  collections  of  the  US  Military  History  Institute,  Carlisle  PA. 

"RE ; If  I Were  Born  Back  Then"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Mar  1999  20:22:40  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : If  I were  born  back  then... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I dreamed  a dream  not  so  long  ago 
it  was  maybe  yesterday  or  the  day  before 
I layed  down  to  rest  and  closed  my  eyes 
when  I awoke,  I stood  on  as  a an  old  Indian 
way  up  high  I did  go  and  on  the  ridge  above 
I looked  down  and  could  see  a sea  of  blue 
who  are  you,  the  faces  light  and  hair  fair 
I knew  them,  but  yet  I was  not  the  same 

Come  my  brothers,  I said  to  the  people  below 
these  men  that  come  this  way  in  the  color  of  blue 
will  change  out  lives  forever  and  there  is  nothing 
nothing  now  I can  do  that  would  change  yesterday 
these  men  bring  with  them  a strange  way  of  life 
you  will  like  it  and  hate  it  at  the  same  time 
I would  like  to  tell  you  but  it  is  more  than  I can  say 
I can  see  my  hands  and  they  are  the  same 
but  in  my  eyes  I can  see  that  I know  what  the  future  holds 
listen  my  brothers,  what  to  say,  I don't  know 
we  have  to  go,  no  we  have  to  stay 
if  we  go,  they  will  get  to  us  someday 

so  it  is  with  life,  our  native  way  of  life  will  disappear 
if  we  stay,  then  we  learn  about  them  and  so 
we  will  find  that  we  are  no  one,  just  another  people 
to  go  and  leave  this  land,  our  life  and  places  of  the  heart 
I find  I can  not  change  history 
nor  all  the  things  that  have  gone  before 

I wake  up  and  I am  back  and  there  it  is  there  is  nothing  more 
to  talk,  to  say  if  I had  known  things  would  be  unchanged 
but  having  these  dreams  and  of  going  back 

there  is  nothing  that  can  be  done,  it  has  already  come  and  gone 

let  me  dream  of  tomorrow  and  what  will  come 

give  the  strength  to  these  two  hands  to  handle  tomorrow 

to  shape  it,  form  it  and  find  a place  in  this  world 

where  I can  stand  as  a Native  looking  forward  to  a better  life 

give  me  hopes  and  dreams  so  that  I can  go  on 

let  me  make  those  dreams  live  so  that  I can  survive  to  go  on 

"RE;  Poem:  My  Fathers  Hands  Were  Strong"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Dun  2000  16:36:59  -0400 
From:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole  <yona@infi . net> 

Sub j : my  fahters  hands 

MY  FATHERS  HANDS  WERE  STRONG 

I REMEMBER  SEEING  HIM  STAND  AMONG  HIS  SUNFLOWERS 

PROUD  THEY  HAD  GROWN  SO  TALL... 

ONES,  HE  HAD  PLANTED  WITH  HIS  OWN  HANDS 

I REMEMBER  SEEING  HIM  REACH  OUT  TO  HIS  WIFE... 

SQUEEZING  HER  HAND 

REASSURING  HER,  WHILE  HE  LAY  SICK  IN  THE  HOSPITAL 


I SAW  HIS  HANDS  LIFT  MY  SISTER  HIGH  UP  AND  SWING  HER  IN  THE  AIR 

HOLDING  HER  TIGHTLY  AS  SHE  LAUGHED  WITH  DELIGHT 


THOSE  HANDS  THAT  WERE  ALWAYS  BUSY 

THOSE  HANDS  THAT  ALWAYS  HAD  A SPLINTER  OR  CUT  FROM  HARD  WORK 

AND  DIRT  UNDER  HIS  FINGERNAILS  FROM  DIGGING  IN  THE  GOOD  EARTH 

I SAW  THOSE  HANDS  TREMBLE  WHEN  HE  LEARNED  OF  HIS  GRANDSON'S  DEATH 

I SAW  THOSE  HANDS  EMBRACE  MY  BROTHER  TO  TRY  AND  COMFORT  HIM  THROUGH  THE 
LOSS 

I REMEMBER  HIS  HANDS  CAREFULLY  HOLDING  THE  REINS  OF  HIS  HORSE  AS  HE 
TAUGHT  THE  LITTLE  ONES  HOW  TO  RIDE 

AND  I LAUGHED  AS  HE  LEAD  CHILDREN  AROUND  ON  HIS  HORSE  THAT  HE  HAD  ALL 
DECKED  OUT  FOR  CHRISTMAS  ...  LIGHTS .. HAT . . AND  ALL... 

THOSE  HANDS  THAT  HELD  HIS  CHILDREN  AND  GRANDCHILDREN  WERE  THE  HANDS  OF  A 
MAN  THAT  LOVED  HIS  FAMILY HIS  FRIENDS HIS  FAITH... HIS  LIFE 

BUT  THE  GREATEST  STRENGTH  I EVER  SAW  IN  MY  FATHERS  HANDS  WAS  WHEN  HE 

WOULD  LIFT  HIS  HEAD...  RAISE  HIS  HANDS  TOWARD  THE  SKY AND  GIVE 

THANKS  FOR  ALL  HIS  BLESSINGS 

THOSE  WERE  MY  FATHERS  HANDS 

RABIAH  YAZZIE 

SEMINOLE 

MAY  25TH , 2000 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Dun  2000  06:30:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  25- Duly  1 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

25 

Cherish  three  things  above  all  else:  the  life  of  the  land, 
the  well-being  of  the  spirit,  and  the  love  of  those  friends 
who  are  dearest  to  us. 

26 

Be  one  with  the  winds,  and  give  your  spirit  wings! 

27 

The  gifted  storyteller  brings  the  past  to  life. 

28 

In  the  chant  of  the  ages  lies  the  secret  heart  of  the  people. 

29 

The  mountains  stand  like  sentinels  above  my  valley. 

30 

All  space  and  time  live  within  me. 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

Duly  was  the  month  in  which  the  ohia  fruit  began  to  ripen. 

1 

I am  the  moon's  child,  born  of  starlight  and  dewfall. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  18  Dune  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  07:25:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Duly  4th  - Full  Circle  Celebration  of  Native  America 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

MA-NA-TA-KA 

EVENT:  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 
DATE:  Friday  Dune  30th, 2000  ~ 4 th  of  Duly  weekend! 

PLACE:  The  Convention  Center,  Manataka,  Arkansas, 

Hot  Springs  National  Park. 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  people  of  the  land  made  pilgrimages 
to  MA-NA-TA-KA,  The  Place  of  Peace,  The  Valley  of  the  Vapors, 

The  Great  Gathering  Place,  The  Place  of  the  Healing  Waters, 

Home  of  the  Rainbow  Woman. 

According  to  researchers,  over  34  language  groups  traveled 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  in  great  councils 
at  Manataka.  The  sights  they  beheld  were  unbelievably 
beautiful.  The  experiences  they  cherished  were  remembered 
in  song  and  dance  for  generations! 

For  the  first  time  in  over  200  years,  this  will  be  the  first  of 
many  more  to  come. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native  America  is  a depiction 
of  what  our  culture  was,  and  what  it  is  today.  FULL  CIRCLE 
is  the  story  of  Manataka,  told  in  song,  dance,  and  story 
telling.  The  performance  is  extremely  dynamic,  moving  and 
a thunderstorm  of  color!  Representing  dozens  of  American 
Indian  Nations  are  musicians,  dancers,  singers,  and  story 
tellers,  who  touch  the  audience  with  tears,  joy,  excitement 
beyond  description. 

The  combination  of  pounding  drums,  jingling  dancer's  feet, 
awe  inspiring  stories  of  ancient  tradition  make  for  an  evening 
of  fantastic  edu-tainment . FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native 
America  will  be  a spectacular  event  to  remember! 

FEATURING: 

BILL  (Ghostdance)  MILLER 

Bill  Miller  is  the  winner  of  five  1999  Native  American  Indian 
music  awards  including:  Artist  of  the  year.  Best  Male  Artist, 

Folk  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  and  Song  writer  of  the  Year. 

GAYLE  ROSS 

Gayle  Ross  is  a wonderfully  moving  and  fantastically  funny  story 
teller  of  the  Cherokee.  Her  works  have  been  enjoyed  by  audiences 
all  over  the  country. 

ECHOES  OF  EARTH  AND  SKY 

Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky;  features  two-world  class  fancy  dancers. 
Rob  Greyhill  (Navajo)  and  Dennifer  Meness  ( Algonquin).  Awesome 
examples  of  Native  artistry  are  intertwined  with  enchanting  songs 
and  fascinating  stories  of  creation,  love,  and  adventures. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  DANCE  COMPANY 

The  Great  American  Indian  Dance  Company;  is  a fantastic  group 
just  back  from  a tour  of  Europe  where  they  received  standing 
ovations  at  every  show.  The  Great  American  Indian  Dancers  are 
the  best  powwow  performers  in  the  nation! 


THE  SELECT  CHOIR  - CHEROKEE  CHILDRENS  CHOIR 

The  Select  Choir;  is  20  children  dressed  full  regalia  that  perform 
Indian  sign  language  in  the  beautiful  Cherokee  language. 

TICKET  INFORMATION 

The  GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  10:30  p.m.,  free,  no 

admission  charge! 

A MATINEE  SHOW  - Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky  with  Gayle 
Ross  starts  at  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  go  on  sale  May  1st, 2000. 

DOORS  OPEN  TO  THE  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICA  AT  7:30  P.M.  Tickets  go  on  sale 
May  1st, 2000. 

Children  and  adults  will  be  given  a special  opportunity  to  see 
and  participate  in  the  Great  American  Indian  Craft  Exposition. 

They  will  see  American  Indians  make  jewelry,  clothing,  hunting 
weapons,  baskets  and  many  other  crafts.  They  will  see  real 
life-size  tepees  and  hear  special  presentations. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  tickets,  please  send  us  your 
name  and  address,  telephone  number  and  email  address. 

Tell  us  how  many  reserved  and/or  general  admission  tickets 
you  need.  E-mail  MANATAKA@HOTMAIL.COM 

To  purchase  tickets  by  phone,  dial  TOLL  FREE  1-888-747-9185 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted  please  have  your  card  ready! 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by:  Manataka  American  Indian 
Council,  Hot  Springs  Art  Center 

VENDOR  INFORMATION  ~ GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN 
CRAFT  EXPOSITION  ~ FRIDAY  , 3UNE  30,2000 
HOT  SPRINGS  CONVENTION  CENTER 
HOT  SPRINGS  NATIONAL  PARK,  ARKANSAS 

The  MAIC  will  spend  thousands  of  dollars  and  hundreds 
of  man  hours  advertising  and  promoting  this  event  by  radio, 
television,  newspaper,  magazines,  posters,  flyers,  table 
tents,  post  cards  and  the  internet.  We  anticipate  a crowd 
of  5,000  to  6,500. 

FULL  CIRCLE  will  be  the  largest  event  of  its  kind  ever 
produced  in  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

The  people  of  Arkansas  are  starving  for  a live  American 
Indian  experience.  Our  experienced  professionals,  staff 
members  and  volunteers  are  dedicated  to  providing  you 
and  the  general  public  with  quality  production.  We 
welcome  your  questions  and  comments. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  a spectacular  performance  , large 
crowds  and  a event  filled  with  blessings  for  everyone.  If  you 
wish  to  participate  a vendor,  please  read  the  following: 

Special  lodging  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a limited 
number  of  vendors  at  $20.00  per  person  per  night.  First  come 
first  serve  basis. 

-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 

Copy,  cut,  and  paste  the  following  application. 

Send  it  by  e-mail  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 
Drag  your  mouse  over  the  text  holding  down  the  button, 
this  marks  the  text.  Once  marked,  hit  the  "control"  key 
and  the  "C"  key  at  the  same  time,  this  copies  the  text. 

Go  to  email  and  hit  the  "control"  key  and  the  "V"  key 
at  the  same  time,  this  pastes  the  text. 
-=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=- 
VENDOR  APPLICATION  FORM 

PLEASE  CLEARLY  PRINT  OR  TYPE. 


FILL  IN  ALL  BLANKS. 


Name: Telephone^  ) 

Address: State: Zip: 

Tribe : Agency: 

E-mail: Sponsored  by: 

Number  of  Booth  Spaces: Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 

For  more  information  send  email  to:  manataka@hotmail.com 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 


Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 


Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca. us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 
Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Dune 

25th  - 27th  - Courtney  B.C;  Comox  Valley  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $125/weekend 

Camping  available  - (non  vendors  fee  = 7$/day)  NO  DOGS  ALLOWED 
Doris  or  Elodie  (250)  334-9446 

Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 


20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.Cj  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

3ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  C0N3UNCTI0N  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  lacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  3UCTI0N  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTI0N,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 


2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 


To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis , Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) on 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12:30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 

Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
Dohn  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
Dess  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 
SPECIAL  DELIVERY  For  Additional 

Grandparent  Day  Honor  Information  Contact: 

Dance  Sherri  Clemons 

Prizes  for  the  oldest  Wyandotte  Nation 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 
NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Hr . Girl ' s Cloth 
Dr.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Shell  Shaker 
Coordinator  Contests  Day 

Blalock 
Coordinator 


Sunday  Morning 
Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Horseshoe 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 


Thank  you, 
Tracie  Moore 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 
From:  gars@netcom.com 
Sub j : The  Circle 

Pow  Wow  Calendar 
5/1/00 

Dune  27-Duly  2 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribes  19th  Annual  Pow  Wow  & Summer  Gathering 

Sault  Ste  Marie,  Michigan 

Fore  more  info  call  1-800-793-0660. 

Dune  30-Duly  2 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow  grounds,  WI 

Grand  entries  are  at  1 & 7 on  Sat,  and  1 p.m  on  Sun.  For  more  info  call  Dim 
at  (715)  779-3152. 

Duly  7-9 

Prairie  Island  Dakota  Dance  & Singing  Championships  Pow-Wow 
Prairie  Island  is  located  10  miles  north  of  Red  Wing  MN,  on  County  Road 
#18.  The  Pow  Wow  grounds  are  next  to  Treasure  Island  Resort  & Casino.  Free 
Admission.  For  more  info  call  1-800-554-5473,  ext.  4103  or  4126. 

Duly  14,  15,  16 

Sugar  Island  4th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan 

Free  Admission.  For  more  info  & directions  call  1-800-793-0660. 

Duly  21,  22,  23 

Honoring  Our  People  Pow  Wow 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Maawanji ' iding 

Ojibwa  Campground 

Baraga,  MI 

For  more  info  & directions  call  Pauline  Spruce  at  (906)  353-6623,  ext. 

4140. 

Duly  29,  30 
Gagaguwon  Pow-Wow 
OuSable  Children's  Park 
Oscoda,  MI 

For  more  info  call  Doe  or  Sue  at  (517)739-1994,  or  email  at 
gagaguwon@hotmail . com . 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  03  Dun  2000  17:22:41  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 
Sub j : Summer/Fall  Events  Listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000- 


Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 

-Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them 
are  being  listed  for  the  first  time.- 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation.* 

Dune  24:  Cherokee  Voices  Festival,  at  the  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian  on 
the  Qualla  Reservation  in  Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (828)  497-3481. 

Dune  24:  Cornbread  Cook-Off,  Linville,  NC.  It  may  be  something  of  a Redneck 
competition  these  days,  but  the  Cherokee  were  making  selu  gadu  before  the 
white  man  ever  heard  of  corn.  Info:  (704)  733-5213. 

Dune  26-27:  Wounded  Knee  Memorial  Gathering,  at  Wounded  Knee,  SD.  An 
honoring  for  the  People  of  Oglala  and  a call  for  Peace,  Freedom  & 
Reconciliation.  Twenty-five  years  ago,  the  FBI  initiated  a shoot-out  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation  that  left  one  Lakota  & two  FBI  agants  dead.  It  also 
lead  to  the  eventual  unjust  conviction  & incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier. 
This  is  a call  to  remember  the  fallen,  mend  the  hurt,  and  bring  about 
freedom  for  Peltier.  Those  choosing  to  participate  should  come  prepared  to 
be  self-sufficient  with  food  & shelter.  Camping  will  be  available.  Schedule 
of  events/  Dune  26:  Sunrise  Ceremony,  to  honor  the  people  of  Oglala  & all 
those  who  lost  loved  ones  during  the  Pine  Ridge  Reign  of  Terror.  A 
Traditional  Feast  Dinner  will  be  held  later  in  the  day;  Dune  27:  Sunrise 
Ceremony,  followed  by  meetings  to  bring  about  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier 
and  to  bring  to  justice  those  who  caused  the  loss  of  lives  during  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reign  of  Terror.  There  will  also  be  a Youth  Awareness  Concert, 
featuring  Dine'  Hip-Hop  artist,  Natay.  All  are  encouraged  to  bring  gifts  for 
the  giveaway  for  the  people  of  Oglala.  [For  a more  complete  background  on 
Wounded  Knee,  please  latch  onto  a copy  of  Peter  Mathiesson's  excellent  book, 
"In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse."]  To  receive  directions,  information  about 
nearby  motels  & other  preparatory  information,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044.  Phone:  (785) 

842-5774/fax:  842-5796. 

Dune  30-Duly  2:  Cherokee  4th  of  Duly  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC.  There  will  be  fireworks  at  11pm  on  Duly  1.  Info: 

(828)  497-3481. 

Duly  6-8:  17th  Annual  Tomato  Festival,  Ripley,  TN.  Salutations  to  another 
fruit  that  originated  in  the  America's.  Info:  (901)  635-9541. 

Duly  8-9:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Cumberland  University 
in  Lebanon,  TN.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian 
Rights  and  the  Tanasi  Ma'tera  Indigenous  Circle,  this  event  has  been  moved 
from  its  former  location  at  Dim  Warren  Park  in  Franklin  to  the  Cumberland 
University  Football  Field  in  Lebanon.  HM:  Damie  Pheasant;  HL:  Stephanie 
Lewis-Pheasant;  MC:  Doe  French;  AD:  Randy  Medrano;  HD:  TBA;  Guest  Northern 
Drum:  Eagle  Crossing.  All  dancers  & guest  drums  are  welcome.  Hours: 

10am-9pm,  Saturday;  10am-5pm,  Sunday.  GE:  1:00pm  each  day.  Info:  Gilbert 
Cupp  (615)  791-0646,  Diane  or  Sandy  Perry  (615)  871-0940,  or  Pat  Cummins 
(615)  885-9402. 

Duly  15-16:  Charity  Pow  Wow  for  the  Special  Wish  Foundation,  at  Dillon  State 
Park,  near  Zanesville,  OH.  This  foundation  grants  wishes  to  terminally  ill 


children.  HM:  Dimmy  LaQuay;  HL:  Tammy  LaQuay;  AD:  Wayne  Appleton;  HV:  Bob 
Gibson;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  HD:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  Guest  Drums:  Little  Hawk, 
Mystic  Lake  Singers,  Red  Bird  Singers,  Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  more.  All 
dancers  & singers  will  be  fed,  provided  camping  sites,  and  showers.  Info: 
jennis@zoomnet.net  or  littlesquirrel55@hotmail.com. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  Dim  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9026. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Derry  Denton;  HL:  Daye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Linder  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow,  Greensboro,  NC. 
Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weapons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Biah  Yazzie  Seminole, 
Dave  Chief  via  Ravenwolf  Ohawe,  Sandra  Morgan,  Larry  Innes,  Ann  Pohl, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Martha  E Ture,  Sumer  W Cree,  Lona, 
Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  Dohn  Berry,  Danet  Smith,  Lona,  Gary  Smith, 

Robert  Dorman,  KOLA  HQ,  Dohn  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:51:39  2000 
Date:  Tue,  27  Dun  2000  19:23:54  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.027 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  LPDC,  KOLA  Newslist,  Big  Mountain  & 
NatFilm  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 

http://www.msnbc.com/local/WTMD/50354.asp 

http://www.billingsgazette.com/wyoming/20000619_y4bison . html 

http://www.cia-g.com/~gallpind/todaysnews . html#anchor2 
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Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"I  cannot  think  that  we  are  useless  or  God  would  not  have  created  us." 

Goyathlay  (Geronimo),  Apache 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

i i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  f 
[ of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

I Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 


Nations . 


I States  Constitution , j 

t so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ 
i Dourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


+- 


- + 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

It  has  been  twenty-five  years  since  the  "Incident  at  Oglala".  Leonard 
Peltier  has  had  his  parole  rejected ...  again ... .yet . Our  only  real  hope 
lies  in  a man  who  has  spent  his  entire  career  responding  to  the  political 
wind  blowing  the  strongest.  You  must  each  add  your  breath  and  energy  to 
that  wind. 


Throughout  the  United  States  there  are  more  efforts  toward  "English 
Only".  This  while  praising  code  talkers  for  being  instrumental  in  the 
very  survival  of  the  nation.  It's  like  the  dominant  society  is  so 
damn  busy  with  their  tidy  little  boxes,  and  making  sure  everyone  and 
everything  are  in  the  box  intended  for  their  containment,  they  can't 
even  hear  the  truth  uttered  from  their  own  lips. 

In  the  meantime  a drought  is  consuming  much  of  the  midsouth.  Water 
restrictions  are  imposed  throughout  the  entire  state  of  Georgia.  Fires 
consume  vast  areas  of  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Florida  and  Colorado.  All 
the  while  new  permits  are  being  issued  to  bulldoze  another  stand  of 
trees  or  another  of  our  ancestor  graves. 

The  hand-wringing  by  most  of  the  dominant  society  is  show  and  buffalo 
chips.  Very  few  of  them  care,  just  so  long  as  they  each  "get  theirs". 
Well  folks,  I'm  here  to  tell  you  ...  you  are  going  to  "get  yours." 

Enjoy  the  fall. 

Janet  and  I will  be  in  Oklahoma,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  over  the  next 
couple  of  weeks  visiting  family  - blood  and  tribal...  and  listening. 

It  will  be  good  to  touch  what's  left  of  home. 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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FT.  SILL  APACHE  INMAN  CLOYDE  GOODAY,  SR.  CHOSEN  OUTSTANDING 
INDIAN  OF  THE  YEAR  2,000  BY  THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  EXPOSITION 
by  Liz  Pollard 
PRESS  RELEASE 
6/20/2000 

ANADARKO,  OK  - The  69th  Annual  American  Indian  Exposition  has  announced 
its  choice  of  Inman  Cloyde  Gooday,  Sr.  as  the  Outstanding  Indian  of  the  Year 
2,000.  Gooday  is  a member  and  a leader  in  the  Ft.  Sill  Apache  tribe,  whose 
headquarters  are  located  in  Apache,  Oklahoma.  The  award  will  be  made  during 
the  expo  on  the  evening  of  August  8. 

Inman  was  born  in  1924  near  Boone,  Oklahoma,  a direct  descendant  of  the 
Apache  group  held  prisoner  of  War  by  the  United  States  for  27  years  after 
the  surrender  of  Geronimo  in  1886.  He  is  the  great  great  grandson  of  Magnus 
Colorados,  last  chief  of  the  Mimbreno  Apaches  and  Loco,  Chief  of  the  Warm 
Spring  Apaches.  He  is  the  third  of  nine  children.  They  are  Inez  Motah, 

Henry  Gooday,  Sr.,  Robert  (Bob)  Gooday,  Dr.,  Flora  (Gussie)  Weryackwe,  Lupe 
Gooday,  Sr.,  Talbert  Gooday,  Theodora  Martinez,  and  Wendell  Gooday. 

Gooday' s early  education  was  achieved  in  Boone  and  Apache  schools,  but  in 
1940,  he  was  transferred  to  Ft.  Sill  Indian  School  in  Lawton  and  graduated 
from  there  in  1943.  After  graduation,  Mr.  Gooday  joined  the  Army  Air  Force 
on  Dune  30,  1943.  He  was  a member  of  the  381st  Bomb  Group  in  the  8th  Air 
Force  in  England  during  World  War  II.  He  distinguished  himself  in  the 
European,  African,  and  Middle  Eastern  theaters  for  9 months,  maintaining 
and  firing  the  machine  gun  as  ball  turret  gunner  on  the  B-17  airplane.  He 
participated  in  the  Normandy  Campaign,  the  Northern  France  Campaign,  and 
the  Shineland  Campaign. 

Gooday  completed  eight  missions  over  Germany  until  he  was  shot  down  and 
held  prisoner  of  war  by  the  German  Army.  He  received  the  following  medals: 
The  American  Theater  Service  Medal;  the  European-African-Middle  Eastern 
Service  Medal  with  four  Bronze  Battle  Stars,  Air  Medal  G0#311  NQ1  Bomb 
Division;  Sep.  44  Victory  Medal;  and  the  Prisoner  of  War  Medal  for  his 
courage  shown  in  defending  the  United  States  of  America.  S/Sergeant  Gooday 
was  liberated  on  April  26,  1945  and  was  given  an  honorable  discharge  on 
November  4,  1945. 

Mr.  Gooday  continued  his  education  at  Haskell  Institute  from  1945  to 
1947,  and  married  Doyce  Connahvichnah  on  Duly  4,  1945,  and  has  resided  in 


the  Richard  Spur  community  for  the  past  45  years.  The  couple  was  blessed 
with  six  children,  Byron  Gooday,  Claudia  Salazar,  Thomasine  Boyd,  Inman 
Gooday,  Dr.,  Keith  Gooday,  and  Adrian  Gooday.  Gooday  is  a devoted  family 
man  with  sixteen  grandchildren  and  thirteen  great  grandchildren . He  has 
many  nieces  and  nephews  whom  he  has  encouraged  to  keep  the  family  tradition 
and  to  carry  it  on  to  future  generations.  He  is  a devoted  father, 
grandfather,  brother,  uncle,  and  respected  elder  of  the  Tribe. 

The  late  Talbot  Gooday,  Inman's  grandfather,  was  a hereditary  leader  of 
the  Dance  of  the  Mountain  Spirits,  also  known  as  the  Crown  Dance  or  the  Fire 
Dance,  having  inherited  it  from  his  father.  The  late  Robert  Gooday, 

Talbot's  son,  was  the  Ft.  Sill  Apache's  Tribal  Director  for  the  American 
Indian  Exposition  for  30  years  before  giving  his  position  up  to  his  son 
Inman  due  to  illness.  At  the  same  time,  he  gave  Inman  the  Dance  of  the 
Mountain  Spirits.  Inman  has  carried  on  the  tradition  of  his  father  by 
performing  the  Dance  of  the  Mountain  Spirits  at  the  American  Indian 
Exposition  every  year  since  then.  It  has  become  one  of  the  most  popular 
features  of  this  annual  event. 

More  information  about  the  69th  American  Indian  Exposition  and  about  the 
awards  to  be  made,  as  well  as  other  special  events,  may  be  found  at  its  Web 
site  at  http://www.indianexpo.org. 

"RE : Petition  Draws  Criticism"  
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Petition  draws  criticism 
By  GINNIE  GRAHAM 
c.  Tulsa  World 
6/18/00 

Reasons  are  mentioned  why  English  should  not  be  Oklahoma's  only  language. 

A statewide  movement  to  make  English  the  state's  official  language  is 
drawing  sharp  criticism  for  being  narrow  minded,  opposed  to  the  diverse 
history  of  the  state  and  ignorant  of  the  challenges  and  desires  of 
immigrants.  An  initiative  petition  making  its  way  across  Oklahoma  seeks  to 
declare  English  the  authoritative  language  and  to  ban  state  money  from 
being  spent  on  translations  for  public  documents  or  providing  services  in 
a different  language. 

Advocates  for  the  English-only  law  say  it  establishes  a common  language 
among  all  residents  and  will  encourage  immigrants  to  assimilate  into 
American  culture. 

Those  against  the  proposition  say  it  discriminates  against  immigrants 
and  minorities  and  ignores  the  history  of  how  the  state  was  settled. 

Ironically,  the  most  recent  national  surveys  show  that  about  18  percent 
of  Oklahoma's  residents  can  read  or  write  English  at  only  the  most  basic 
level  or  less. 

This  means  they  are  not  able  to  locate  an  intersection  on  a street  map, 
or  locate  eligibility  from  a table  of  employee  benefits. 

State  Sen.  Carol  Martin,  R-Comanche,  filed  for  the  petition  after  having 
English-only  legislation  held  up  in  a legislative  committee. 

"It  would  be  very,  very  expensive  for  the  state  to  have  an  unlimited 
amount  of  languages,"  Martin  said.  "It's  a way  to  help  immigrants  and  save 
money.  It  establishes  a base  language  and  will  encourage  immigrants  to 
learn  the  language." 

Critics  point  to  the  state's  history  to  show  how  multiple  languages  can 
exist  without  establishing  one  as  the  official  voice. 

American  Indian  languages  are  considered  the  first  to  be  spoken  in 
Oklahoma,  with  the  word  Oklahoma  coming  from  the  Choctaw  Tribe  vocabulary, 
meaning  "land  of  the  red  people." 

Many  of  Oklahoma's  town  names  were  taken  from  the  local  Indian  tribes. 


Tahlequah,  the  Cherokee  Nation  capital,  continues  to  display  street 
signs  in  both  English  and  Cherokee. 

"Why  not  conduct  business  in  an  American  language  like  Creek,  Cherokee 
or  Osage?"  asked  Chad  Smith,  principal  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

The  proposition  "is  a signal  of  wanting  to  create  a homogeneous  society 
instead  of  recognizing  differences.  It  signals  a public  sentiment,  which 
is  one  of  divisiveness.  Why  pass  a law  that  does  not  celebrate  the 
multilanguages  of  the  people  in  the  state?"  Smith  asked. 

Spanish  was  the  first  European  language  spoken  in  Oklahoma.  Spaniards 
from  New  Mexico  often  traded  with  Comanche  and  Kiowa  tribes  during  the 
early  1700s. 

French  people  were  the  next  immigrants  to  establish  homesteads  in  the 
state  and  trade  with  American  Indians. 

Until  the  1760s,  Oklahoma  was  under  the  French  flag. 

During  the  1800s,  a surge  of  settlers  came  into  the  state  bringing  other 
languages,  with  English  becoming  dominant,  as  it  is  today. 

Martin  said  some  current  immigrants  "refuse"  to  learn  English  because 
they  can  function  without  it  with  government-provided  translations  and  the 
rise  in  foreign-language  media  outlets. 

"Especially  in  the  Spanish  community,  they  don't  want  to  learn  English," 
Martin  said.  "As  long  as  we  cater  to  that,  they  will  not  learn  the 
language.  That's  really  a hindrance  to  them. 

"By  no  means  are  we  saying  to  get  rid  of  your  native  language,  but  we 
need  to  be  able  to  communicate." 

A nationwide  increase  in  Hispanic  immigration  has  some  experts 
predicting  it  to  be  the  largest  minority  group  within  the  next  five  years. 

Tulsa  County  may  have  experienced  a 255  percent  increase  in  the  Latino 
population  in  the  past  10  years.  The  figure  includes  estimates  of 
undocumented  immigrants  made  by  informed  Hispanic  community  members 
combined  with  estimates  from  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau. 

Yolanda  Charney,  co-convener  of  the  Coalition  of  Hispanic  Organizations, 
disagrees  with  Martin  in  regards  to  Hispanics'  hesitancy  to  learn  English. 

"It  is  a priority  for  immigrants  to  learn  English,"  Charney  said. 
"Immigrants  are  not  going  to  learn  English  because  of  a law;  they  are 
going  to  learn  English  to  make  a better  life.  English  is  not  in  trouble. 
This  is  short-sighted  and  a bad  public  policy." 

The  law  would  only  hurt  immigrants  by  withholding  money  for  translations 
and  interpreters  who  are  needed  to  conduct  public  business,  Charney  said. 

"It  is  in  our  country's  best  interest  that  all  people  have  a clear 
understanding  of  our  government,  health  services  and  judicial  system," 
Charney  said.  This  legislation  would  limit  this,  and  it  doesn't  make  sense. 

"This  only  fosters  an  unfounded  fear  in  people,  because  immigrants  are 
going  to  learn  English.  But  while  they're  in  a process  of  learning,  there 
needs  to  be  a government  safety  net  and  support  system  to  understand  our 
culture  and  language." 

The  proposal  states  that  the  money  saved  by  not  printing  translations  or 
furnishing  interpreters  would  be  spent  to  provide  additional  English 
proficiency  programs. 

Two  national  organizations  support  English  as  the  official  American 
language  --  English  First  and  U.S.  English. 

U.S.  English  has  been  helping  in  the  Oklahoma  initiative  petition  effort, 
said  Tim  Schultz,  director  of  communications  for  the  group. 

"We're  not  saying  English  is  better  than  any  other  language,"  Schultz 
said.  "While  329  languages  are  spoken  in  the  United  States,  our  common 
language  through  history  has  been  English." 

The  amount  of  money  spent  by  states  to  provide  translations  is 
relatively  small,  Schultz  said. 

"It  is  not  about  how  much  money  is  being  wasted  but  about  the  amount  of 
damage  the  government  does  with  so  little  money,"  Schultz  said.  "It  is 
money  spent  to  disempower  immigrants." 

Schultz  said  the  law  is  not  an  attempt  to  erase  other  languages  or 
ethnic  cultures. 

"When  you  learn  a second  language,  you  don't  lose  your  culture,"  Schultz 
said.  "The  government  cannot  coerce  that  out  of  people.  People  maintain 
their  cultures  because  of  the  freedoms  they  are  given.  But  with  that 


freedom  comes  the  responsibility  to  adapt  to  things  common  to  our  society." 

Petition  gatherers  need  at  least  69,887  signatures  from  registered 
voters  by  Aug.  1 in  order  to  put  the  issue  on  a general  election  ballot. 

— "RE:  English  Only  Initiative  Causes  Great  Concern"  
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Latest  English  Only  initiative  causes  great  concern 
By  SASHEEN  HOLLOW  HORN 
c.  Navajo  Times  Staff 
6/22/00 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Az.  - For  over  100  years,  Navajo  students  weren't  allowed 
to  speak  or  be  taught  in  the  Dine  language  in  the  classroom  as  part  of  a 
nationwide  attempt  to  eradicate  Native  cultures  and  heritage.  If  the 
Arizona  Unz  Initiative  succeeds,  those  times  could  be  back. 

The  initiative,  which  is  circulating  throughout  the  state  in  petition 
form,  would  do  away  with  bilingual  education  programs  by  requiring  that  only 
the  English  language  be  used  by  teachers  in  Arizona  schools  so  that  "English 
learners,"  students  whose  native  language  is  not  English,  can  pick  up  the 
language  faster. 

English  learners  would  be  placed  in  one-year  "sheltered/structured  English 
immersion"  programs  that  would  forbid  teaching  reading,  writing  and  subject 
matter  in  languages  other  than  English.  Books  and  instructional  materials  in 
languages  other  than  English  would  not  be  allowed.  Administrators,  school 
board  members,  and  teachers  found  guilty  of  violating  this  law  would  be 
liable  for  attorney's  fees  and  actual  damages  should  parents  or  legal 
guardians  sue. 

Parents  of  English  learners  would  be  able  to  obtain  waivers  to  this 
program,  but  according  to  the  Division  of  Dine  Education,  the  process  is 
difficult  and  waivers  are  almost  impossible  to  get.  In  certain 
circumstances,  teachers  and  local  school  districts  may  reject  waiver 
requests  without  explanation  or  legal  consequence. 

After  that  year,  students  would  be  placed  in  mainstream  classrooms, 
filled  with  native  English  speakers  and  others  reasonably  fluent  in 
English . 

The  Navajo  Nation  is  particularly  concerned  about  this  initiative 
because,  although  primarily  aimed  at  immigrant  children  in  bilingual 
education  programs,  it  may  prohibit  the  teaching  of  the  Navajo  language  in 
schools  on  the  reservation. 

"By  the  way  it's  worded,  this  will  affect  all  serious  Navajo  language 
programs,"  said  Wayne  Holm,  an  education  specialist  with  the  Division  of 
Dine  Education.  "It  won't  allow  reading,  writing,  or  content  in  anything 
other  than  English,  and  Navajo  Nation  law  says  that  the  Navajo  language 
should  be  in  all  schools  and  grades. 

"We  also  oppose  this  because  it's  supposed  to  be  a 1-year  mystical  magical 
cure-all.  Anyone  who's  in  language  learning  knows  that's  impossible.  After 
one  year,  kids  are  pushed  to  sink  or  swim." 

Holm  said  there  was  a period  from  1870-1970  in  which  all  classroom 
instruction  was  only  in  English,  and  few  Navajos  graduated  from  high  school 
and  went  on  to  college. 

"Navajos  say  we've  had  this  program  for  100  years  and  it  hasn't  worked," 
he  said.  "The  only  thing  that  is  happening  now  is  that  a high  percentage  of 
kids  don't  talk  Navajo  well  or  at  all.  Only  50%  of  kids  entering 
kindergarten  speak  Navajo  at  all,  and  sometimes  not  terribly  good  Navajo." 

Navajo  Nation  president  Kelsey  Begaye  has  said  repeatedly  that  the 
preservation  of  the  Navajo  language  and  culture  is  an  issue  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  tribe.  In  a discussion  with  youth  in  Farmington  a few 
weeks  ago,  he  said  that  out  of  270,000  or  so  enrolled  tribal  members,  only 


70,000  are  fluent  Nava jo-speakers . 

In  a statement,  Begaye  said  that  Navajos  in  Arizona  need  to  register  to 
vote  so  they  can  vote  against  this  initiative  if  it  gets  on  the  ballot.  He 
also  wanted  to  encourage  all  educators,  chapter  officials  and  other  tribal 
officials  to  educate  Navajo  people  on  the  initiative  so  that  "we  can 
continue  to  have  Navajo  language  programs  in  our  schools." 

The  initiative  is  being  funded  by  California  computer  executive  Ron  Unz, 
the  same  person  who  was  behind  the  similar,  English-only  in  California 
schools  law.  Proposition  227,  that  passed  in  1998.  Unz  has  repeatedly  said 
that  he  is  only  doing  what  parents  of  immigrant  children  want,  by  allowing 
them  to  be  educated  in  English  and  not  be  held  back  in  bilingual  education 
programs  that  left  students  unable  to  communicate  in  English. 

But  where  Proposition  227  gives  parents  the  choice  of  enrolling  their 
children  in  sheltered/structured  English  immersion  classes  or  in  traditional 
bilingual  education  classes,  the  Arizona  Unz  Initiative  requires  that  all 
English  learners  be  enrolled  in  one-year  sheltered/structured  English 
immersion  classes  unless  they  obtain  a parental  waiver.  With  the  waiver, 
students  can  attend  bilingual  education  classes  if  their  school  has  19 
other  "waivered"  students,  or  they  can  enroll  in  a school  that  has  bilingual 
education  classes. 

Victoria  Yazzie,  Miss  Navajo  Nation  1999-2000,  said  that  having  Navajo  as 
her  native  language  has  not  hindered  her  in  any  way,  and  that  preserving 
the  Navajo  language  is  really  important  because  you  preserve  the  culture 
with  it. 

"This  individual  shouldn't  give  us  an  ultimatum,"  she  said.  "We  should 
have  the  choice,  let  it  be  there  for  us." 

Lenora  Fulton,  Assistant  to  the  Director  of  the  Division  of  Dine 
Education,  compared  language  to  a key.  She  said  that  the  language  was  a gift 
given  to  Navajos  by  the  Holy  People,  and  the  rules  and  laws  that  govern 
society  were  given  through  the  spoken  language. 

She  said  that  prayers  in  any  language  or  form  will  be  heard,  but  because 
the  Navajo  language  was  so  specific,  the  only  way  Navajos  can  receive  the 
real  meanings  and  teachings  is  through  the  Navajo  language. 

"Speaking  English  is  kind  of  like  a key,  it  fits  in  the  lock  but  it  won't 
turn,"  she  said.  "Our  language  is  the  gateway  to  our  way  of  life.  When  that 
is  gone,  it  will  terminate  our  way  of  life  and  we'll  be  like  people  in  a 
foreign  country. 

"It's  hard  to  bring  in  another  language.  We  should  retain  both  languages." 
About  102,000  signatures  are  required  on  the  petition  by  Duly  6 before  the 
initiative  can  reach  the  next  step,  in  which  the  state  will  have  60  days  to 
verify  the  validity  of  those  signatures. 

Holm  said  that  people  should  know  by  September  whether  or  not  the 
initiative  will  be  on  the  November  ballot.  If  passed  by  the  voters,  the 
initiative  will  become  law. 

In  1989,  Arizona  passed  an  English-only  law  that  affected  state  offices 
by  0.3  percent,  but  the  attorney  general  at  that  time  set  it  aside  during 
the  ensuing  nine-year  court  case  so  it  did  not  affect  public  schools. 

"It  scares  us  because  in  California,  in  1998,  they  went  ahead  and 
implemented  the  law  while  it  was  in  litigation,"  Holm  said.  "If  it  passes 
in  Arizona,  the  same  thing  would  happen.  It  would  practically  eliminate 
Navajo  language  instruction  in  schools." 
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Codetalker  using  language  to  again  help  people 
By  STACEY  BENALLY 
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6/22/00 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Az.  - Teddy  Draper,  Sr.,  a Navajo  Codetalker  from  Chinle  used 
the  Navajo  language  once  to  help  ensure  the  survival  of  the  United  States 
during  World  War  II.  Now  Draper  who  has  created  the  first  Navajo  language 
textbook  that  can  be  used  by  Navajo  language  teachers  to  teach  students  is 
using  the  language  again  to  ensure  its  own  survival. 

Heretofore,  the  only  books  used  for  teaching  a Navajo  language  class  were 
for  students  and  teachers  alike,  so  teachers  had  to  develop  their  own 
curriculum  which  was  sometimes  not  as  effective  as  using  a developed 
method . 

Draper  joined  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  in  1941  during  the  time 
when  Navajo  school  children  were  forced  to  speak  only  English  and  would  be 
punished  if  they  were  heard  speaking  a word  of  Navajo.  However,  upon 
entrance  into  the  military,  he  was  asked  to  use  his  native  language  to 
assist  the  military  during  World  War  II. 

"I  wondered  why  I was  asked  to  use  my  language  to  help  during  wartime, 
when  back  here  (reservation)  we  were  punished  for  speaking  the  language," 
Draper  proclaimed. 

After  Draper  served  in  World  War  II,  he  returned  to  a jobless  reservation. 
He  then  went  to  work  in  Brigham  City,  Utah  at  Intermountain  School.  The 
school  was  a boarding  school  for  Navajo  children.  Many  of  the  students 
could  not  speak  or  understand  a word  of  English  so  Draper  was  an  interpreter 
for  them. 

Draper  said  that  he  became  interested  in  teaching  Navajo  after  he  read  a 
Navajo  dictionary  co-written  by  Willie  Morgan  and  Robert  Young. 

"I  wanted  to  teach  my  people  and  my  children.  I don't  want  the  Navajo 
language  to  die.  It  saved  my  life,  the  country?"  Draper  said. 

Draper  said  when  he  began  teaching  Navajo  about  30  years  ago  he  could 
not  find  any  teaching  materials.  After  trying  several  different  methods  of 
teaching.  Draper  decided  to  start  making  a Navajo  language  textbook. 

Draper  began  making  the  book  by  studying  the  language.  He  said  he  listened 
to  people  speak  the  language  and  took  note  of  the  most  pronounced  sounds. 
>From  there  he  put  together  a list  of  letters  and  words  that  frequently  used 
the  sounds. 

With  the  list  of  sounds  used  in  the  Navajo  language  Draper  began  to  put 
together  lessons  with  words,  phrases  and  quizzes  so  students  could  use  to 
saying,  using  and  understanding  the  words. 

By  listening  to  the  Navajo  words  students  can  not  only  learn  to  speak  the 
language,  but  also  for  those  who  already  speak  it  they  can  learn  to  spell 
it.  They  are  taught  to  recognize  the  different  tones  and  sounds  made  when 
Navajo  is  spoken.  Draper  adds  that  repetition  is  also  a key  factor  in 
learning. 

"I've  been  working  really  hard  on  this  book  for  about  30  years,"  Draper 

said.  His  comment  came  with  a sort  of  sigh  of  relief  and  a smile. 

He  said  another  reason  he  pushed  for  this  book  to  be  produced  was 
because  many  people  are  not  speaking  the  language  anymore.  Many  think  it 
is  too  hard  to  learn.  The  former  Navajo  Code  Talker  said  that  even 
non-Navajo  people  could  pick  up  the  language  quickly  and  easily  using  his 
teaching  method.  How  long  it  takes  to  learn  Navajo  is  up  to  the  student 
though . 

Draper  has  taught  all  over  the  reservation.  He  said  that  he  has  had 

"many,  many,  many  students."  Now  a lot  of  his  former  students  are  teaching 

in  reservation  schools  and  at  major  universities.  He  said  that  many  of  his 
old  students  say  that  they  want  to  use  his  book  to  teach  the  language  and 
are  requesting  copies. 

Draper  said  that  he  still  does  presentations  and  teaches  Navajo  classes 
for  anyone  willing  to  learn.  For  those  who  also  teach  Navajo  copies  of  the 
textbook  can  be  ordered  from  the  Rough  Rock  Navajo  Studies  Center. 
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Ho-Chunk  try  to  save  their  language 

MUSCODA,  Dune  19  - Experts  say  half  of  the  6,000  languages  spoken 
worldwide  are  nearly  extinct.  And  in  the  United  States,  spoken  languages 
are  becoming  even  more  endangered.  Some  87  percent  of  the  155  languages 
that  remain  could  soon  be  extinct.  But  some  groups,  like  Wisconsin's  Ho- 
Chunk  Indian  Nation,  have  vowed  to  preserve  their  heritage. 

'It's  my  culture  and  it  would  be  good  if  I can  pass  it  on  to  my  children. 

-QUINCY  GARVIN 

BASKET  WEAVING  IS  just  one  of  the  skills  Quincy  Garvin,  14,  hopes  to 
learn  this  week.  She's  one  of  150  young  Ho-Chunk  attending  a youth 
leadership  camp  outside  Muscoda  in  southwestern  Wisconsin. 

Students  brave  the  rain  and  cold  to  learn  beading,  hide  tanning,  archery 
and  more.  But  the  real  lessons  of  the  camp  are  the  traditions  of  the  tribe 

Garvin,  from  Black  River  Falls,  explained,  "It's  my  culture  and  it  would 
be  good  if  I can  pass  it  on  to  my  children." 

The  most  important  aspect  of  that  culture  is  the  Ho-Chunk  language, 
which  is  in  danger  of  being  lost. 

Out  of  6,000  Ho-Chunk,  fewer  than  four  percent  speak  their  native 
language,  and  nearly  all  of  them  are  tribal  elders. 

Gordon  Thunder  of  the  Ho-Chunk  Nation  explained,  "You  could  be  anybody, 
but  if  you  don't  speak  the  language,  if  you  don't  speak  the  representative 
language,  then  you  can  hardly  say  that  that's  what  you  are." 

Thunder  is  one  of  the  Ho-Chunk  spiritual  leaders  and  the  strongest 
proponent  of  the  tribe's  language  program. 

"We  can  describe  things  with  feeling  and  express  that  in  the  words  of 
our  language,  where  there  is  no  definition  or  translation  in  English, 
there's  no  words  that  we  can  find  that  can  express  that  same  feeling," 
Thunder  said. 

Patricia  Schulz  wants  the  tribe's  sons  and  daughters  to  be  able  to 
express  those  feelings.  So  she's  dedicated  her  life  to  teaching  the  Ho- 
Chunk  language. 

Using  a phonetic  alphabet,  students  first  learn  common  expressions  and 
phrases  and  eventually  they  will  be  able  to  carry  on  the  tribe's  oral 
history. 

Schulz  said,  "I  believe  that  no  matter  how,  somewhere,  somehow,  we  will 
teach  the  language.  Whether  it's  in  a barn,  under  a tree,  in  a classroom, 
somewhere,  somehow." 

But  the  real  struggle  is  making  students  want  to  learn,  before  it's  too 
late. 
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Protesters  fail  to  convince  St.  Cloud  U to  retain  Ojibwe  professor 
by  Don  Lurie 

Several  weeks  after  campus  protests  began,  officials  at  St.  Cloud  State 
University  are  standing  firm  on  their  decision  to  terminate  the  employment 
of  an  Ojibwe  professor.  Dr.  Nancy  Harles,  the  current  assistant  director 
of  SCSU's  American  Indian  Center,  has  been  under  contract  with  the 
university  for  over  five  years.  She  was  given  no  explanation  for  the 


administration's  decision  not  to  renew  her  contract,  which  is  up  at  the 
end  of  Dune.  SCSU  officials  say  the  Government  Data  Practices  Act 
prohibits  them  from  commenting  on  Harles'  termination. 

Harles,  61,  said,  in  the  absence  of  an  official  explanation,  she  has 
concluded  that  "racism,  sexism,  and  ageism"  are  the  causes  of  her 
termination.  One  of  only  102  Native  female  doctorates  nationwide,  Harles 
had  been  heavily  recruited  by  dozens  of  educational  institutions  since 
earning  her  Ph.D.  in  1994.  Allegations  of  discrimination  have  dogged  the 
university  for  the  past  two  decades.  Complaints  of  unequal  pay  for  woman, 
and  unequal  treatment  of  minority  students  and  faculty  have  surfaced 
regularly.  In  a recent  incident,  the  SCSU  student  newspaper  was 
distributed  containing  a thick  supplement  expounding  on  a claim  that  the 
Holocaust  never  happened.  Neither  the  paper's  editor,  nor  the  university's 
administration,  claimed  responsibility  for  the  supplement,  even  though  its 
author  paid  them  handsomely  to  distribute  it.  Harles  said  she  learned 
early  in  her  career  of  SCSU's  reputation  for  ill  treatment  of  woman  and 
minorities . 

"When  I told  a colleague  I'd  decided  to  take  the  job  here,  she  asked  me, 
'Why  do  you  want  to  live  in  White  Cloud?'"  Harles  chose  St.  Cloud,  she 
said,  for  its  proximity  to  her  husband  who  owns  and  operates  a farm  in 
North  Dakota.  In  response  to  allegations  of  racism,  university  officials 
have  stated  publicly  that  they  are  committed  to  hiring  and  retaining 
minority  faculty.  Members  of  SCSU's  Color  Caucus,  a group  of  minority 
students  and  faculty,  say  SCSU  isn't  holding  to  its  commitment.  On  May  4, 
an  attempt  by  members  of  the  caucus  to  get  answers  from  Interim  President 
Suzanne  Williams,  resulted  in  arrests  of  nine  students  and  four  professors 
by  St.  Cloud  police  officers  in  full  riot  gear.  "We  entered  President 
Williams'  office  to  demand  accountability  for  the  firing  of  Dr.  Harles,' 
said  student  Rob  Callahan.  The  group  was  ordered  by  campus  security  to 
leave  the  office  after  Williams  spoke  to  them,  saying,  "There  is  nothing  I 
can  do. ' 

They  stayed,  Callahan  said,  because  "many  of  us  feared  arrest  upon 
leaving  the  building. ' Several  hours  later,  riot  police  stormed  the 
building  with  weapons  drawn,  according  to  Callahan.  "During  the  arrests 
some  students  were  pushed  around  and  left  with  bruises.  ' The  group,  which 
included  Harles,  was  taken  to  Stearns  County  jail  where  they  were  charged 
with  trespass  and  released  the  following  morning. 

The  next  day,  as  hundreds  of  citizens  amassed  for  a rally  in  support  of 
Dr.  Harles  on  the  grounds  of  a St.  Cloud's  Atwood  shopping  mall.  President 
Williams  issued  a statement  in  support  of  the  police  action:  "The 
protesters  were  given  numerous  opportunities  to  continue  their  sit-in 
outdoors  but  chose  not  to  move"  after  numerous  requests  to  vacate,  the 
protesters  were  peacefully  escorted  out  of  the  building  by  St.  Cloud 
police.  SCSU  continues  its  efforts  to  achieve  diversity  and  social 
justice  on  campus.  SCSU  also  supports  everyone's  right  to  express  their 
own  opinions  in  a manner  in  keeping  with  the  university's  First  Amendment 
expressions  protocol,  which  precludes  sit-ins  inside  buildings  after-hours 

Harles  addressed  the  crowd  at  Atwood  mall,  telling  them  the  issue  was 
not  her  contract,  but  gaining  respect  for  nonwhite  faculty  members  at  SCSU 
"We  need  to  hold  St.  Cloud  State  accountable,  not  just  for  the  loss  of  one 
job,  but  how  they  treat  people  of  color,"  she  said. 

Harles  said  she  was  never  given  a chance  to  succeed  at  SCSU.  "Every  time 
I'd  get  settled  into  a job,  they'd  move  me  into  another  program  without  my 
consent.  Other  minority  faculty  members  have  said  the  same  thing.  We 
aren't  allowed  to  stay  in  one  place  long  enough  to  make  an  impact.  It's 
almost  like  we're  being  set  up  to  fail.  They  just  don't  want  Indian  people 
to  succeed,  and  God  forbid  they  should  make  any  money,"  she  said. 

"I  can't  tell  you  how  distressed  I am  to  see  that  we  (minority  faculty 
members)  are  so  few  here,  and  yet  there's  no  effort  to  keep  us  here,"  said 
Deanne  Lacourte,  a Menomenie  minority  studies  professor. 

Vice  President  for  University  Advancement  Shawn  Teal  said  protesters 
have  failed  to  examine  the  university's  efforts  to  diversify  the  campus, 
which  he  called  "the  most  extensive  and  successful  in  the  state."  Teal 
notes  that  19  percent  of  new  hires  in  1999  were  nonwhite.  There  are  56 
Native  American  students  currently  enrolled  at  SCSU. 


Harles  says  racism  is  so  bad  in  St.  Cloud  that  many  of  these  Native 
students  won't  be  seen  at  the  Native  American  Student  Center  for  fear  of 
being  identified  as  Indian.  "I  help  all  students  of  every  color  who  come 
here  for  support/'  she  said.  "The  only  thing  that  keeps  me  going  are  the 
students  because  they're  the  ones  who  can  make  the  world  a better  place." 

Harles  was  nominated  earlier  this  year  by  the  student  body  for  SCSU's 
teacher  of  the  year  award.  With  school  out  of  session  for  the  summer, 

Harles  has  lost  much  of  her  support  group  and  seems  to  be  resigned  to 
looking  for  a new  job.  The  university  has  indicated  that  they're  willing 
to  extend  her  contract  for  an  additional  two  months,  according  to  Harles. 

"That  would  just  be  two  more  months  of  agony,"  said  the  61-year-old 
professor,  who  fears  her  age  may  make  it  difficult  to  get  hired  elsewhere, 
c.  The  Circle,  1530  East  Franklin  Avenue,  Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
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Red  Lake  seeing  improved  achievement  with  Success  for  All  reading  program 
Duchesne  Paul  Drew 
c.  Star  Tribune 
Dune  11,  2000 

REDLAKE  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  MINN.  --  For  90  minutes  a day,  everything 
takes  a back  seat  to  reading  at  Ponemah  Elementary  School  on  the  RedLake 
Indian  Reservation.  Field  trips,  doctor's  appointments,  phone  calls  and 
potty  breaks  (unless  it's  an  emergency)  are  out  of  the  question. 

At  Ponemah,  9 to  10:30  a.m.  is  time  for  Success  for  All,  a reading  program 
that  is  making  dramatic  improvements  in  some  of  the  country's  toughest 
classrooms.  In  Minnesota  and  elsewhere,  more  schools  are  turning  to  this 
intensive,  expensive  program  to  break  a depressing  cycle  of  failure. 

Success  for  All  is  an  elementary  reading  program  created  by  Dohns  Hopkins 
University  researchers  in  1987.  Students  work  their  way  up  through  reading 
levels  step  by  step.  Teachers  trade  their  own  methods  for  a regimented 
program  of  practice  and  test,  practice  and  test. 

In  the  nationwide  fervor  to  improve  student  achievement,  the  program  has 
found  fertile  ground.  In  the  1998-99  school  year,  1,100  schools  across  the 
nation  were  using  Success  for  All.  That  jumped  to  more  than  1,500  schools 
last  fall  and  will  rise  to  2,000  this  fall.  From  Hartford  and  Houston  to 
Memphis  and  Miami,  Success  for  All  has  spread  to  some  of  the  nation's 
largest  and  most  challenging  school  systems. 

Fifteen  Minnesota  schools  have  signed  on:  three  on  the  RedLake  reservation 
in  the  north-central  part  of  the  state,  six  in  Minneapolis,  five  in  St. 

Paul  and  one  in  Brooklyn  Park. 

While  the  program  hasn't  succeeded  in  every  school,  many  are  seeing 
impressive  and  unprecedented  achievement  gains.  And  for  the  RedLake 
Reservation  --  an  impoverished,  closed  reservation  whose  future  rises  or 
falls  on  the  shoulders  of  its  children  --  improving  the  schools  is 
essential . 

"As  you  see  it  working,  people  become  more  and  more  committed,"  said 
Colleen  Ketelsen,  Success  for  All  facilitator  at  Ponemah  Elementary. 
"Teachers  really  believe  that  it  works  and  that  it's  the  best  thing  we've 
seen  in  our  school." 


Program  selling  itself 


RedLake  is  about  250  miles  northwest  of  Minneapolis.  But  it's  easy  to 
find  the  school  district  in  the  statewide  test-score  rankings:  It's  the  one 
on  the  bottom.  Indications  are  that's  about  to  change. 

At  9 a.m.,  Ketelsen  plays  traditional  American  Indian  music  over  Ponemah 
Elementary's  intercom  system  to  set  the  tone. 

As  the  music  fills  the  building,  children  pour  out  of  their  10  regular 
classrooms  and  head  for  their  18  reading  groups.  Almost  everyone  with  a 
teacher's  license  takes  a group,  including  the  gym  teacher,  the  librarian 
and  the  music  teacher.  Students  who  need  the  most  help  are  placed  in  the 
smallest  groups  so  they  can  receive  more  individual  attention. 

When  they  adopted  Success  for  All  in  the  fall  of  1997,  some  of  Ponemah 's 
teachers  were  cautiously  optimistic;  others  were  downright  skeptical. 

Still,  they  committed  themselves  to  giving  the  program  a try.  And  then, 
Ketelsen  said,  the  program  sold  itself. 

Ruth  Soukup  counts  herself  among  the  converts.  A third-grade  teacher  with 
21  years  in  the  district,  Soukup  said  she  was  put  off  by  Success  for  All's 
rigidly  scripted  lessons.  Although  she's  still  not  crazy  about  that  aspect, 
Soukup  said  she  appreciates  the  overall  structure  it  provides.  And,  she 
said,  she  can't  argue  with  the  results  it  produces. 

"This  is  the  first  year  I've  taught  in  this  district  where  I've  had  over 
50  percent  of  my  kids  reading  at  or  above  grade  level,"  she  said.  And  those 
higher  reading  skills  boost  students'  performance  in  math,  social  studies 
and  science,  "because  now  I have  kids  who  can  read  textbooks  that  are 
written  for  third-graders . " 

While  few  educators  would  jump  up  and  cheer  about  starting  the  school  year 
with  half  of  their  students  below  grade  level,  it's  reason  for  hope  and 
celebration  on  the  RedLake  reservation.  When  Success  for  All  was  introduced 
three  years  ago,  only  2 percent  of  the  students  in  first  through  sixth 
grades  at  Ponemah  Elementary  read  at  grade  level.  None  of  them  read  above  a 
fourth-grade  level.  The  situation  wasn't  much  better  30  miles  away  at 
RedLake  Elementary. 

Now,  the  year-end  assessments  showed  47  percent  of  Ponemah  and  RedLake 
elementary  students  reading  at  or  above  grade  level.  Those  figures  are 
slightly  higher  for  students  in  the  lower  grades,  who  haven't  been  taught 
with  any  method  other  than  Success  for  All.  And  the  district's  fifth-graders 
posted  significantly  higher  scores  on  the  reading  section  of  this  year's 
Minnesota  Comprehensive  Assessments  than  fifth-graders  did  a year  ago. 

Hopes  are  high  that  the  third-graders,  on  track  to  become  RedLake  High 
School's  Class  of  2009,  will  reflect  that  improvement  when  they  take  the 
basic-skills  tests  in  eighth  grade. 

"Those  are  some  pretty  good  jumps,  and  if  we  can  continue  to  make  those 
gains,  we'll  be  extremely  happy,"  Ketelsen  said. 

While  educational  research  findings  generally  aren't  black  and  white,  the 
vast  majority  of  Success  for  All  reviews  have  been  positive.  One  of  the 
more  influential  studies,  released  by  the  American  Institutes  for  Research 
in  1999,  rated  Success  for  All  as  one  of  three  school-reform  models  --  out 
of  24  --  that  could  demonstrate  that  it  improved  student  achievement. 

The  program  uses  materials  and  methods  proven  effective  by  research: 
catching  reading  problems  early,  daily  tutoring,  repetition,  parent 
involvement,  frequent  testing  and  adjustments  based  on  test  results. 

Despite  the  name.  Success  for  All  hasn't  translated  into  success  for  all 
schools  or  all  children.  Minneapolis  schools,  for  example,  have  yet  to  see 
the  improvements  that  RedLake  has.  And  the  program  has  its  detractors,  who 
especially  question  its  rigid  format.  There's  even  a Web  site  run  by 
Success  for  All  teachers  who  hate  the  program. 

Robert  Slavin,  one  of  Success  for  All's  developers,  stands  by  it  and  says 
it  works  when  it's  implemented  as  intended.  That's  been  the  case  in  RedLake, 
where  teachers  credit  the  program  for  helping  them  to  be  more  effective. 
Working  at  kids'  level 

Before  the  RedLake  schools  adopted  Success  for  All,  students  were  issued 
books  based  on  their  grade,  whether  they  could  read  them  or  not.  Now  they 
are  placed  in  reading  classes  based  on  their  reading  level,  not  their  grade 
level.  For  example,  at  reading  time,  Soukup' s 18  third-graders  are  spread 
across  six  classrooms. 

Students  are  tested  and  placed  in  new  classes  every  eight  weeks  --  often 


with  new  teachers  and  new  classmates  --  on  the  basis  of  their  progress. 
Although  Success  for  All  can  be  difficult  to  master  and  repeat  day  after 
day,  several  teachers  said  they  prefer  it  to  the  old  way. 

First-grade  teacher  Marie  Kovar  said  she  wouldn't  want  to  return  to  the 
days  when  she  would  break  her  class  into  three  reading  groups  and  work  with 
one  group  while  the  other  two  groups  worked  (and  sometimes  played) 
independently. 

"You  don't  feel  like  you're  pulled  in  a thousand  different  directions  -- 
because  they're  all  on  the  same  level,"  Kovar  said. 

More  important,  she  added,  her  students  are  making  tremendous  strides  in 
reading. 

"I  have  some  children  that  have  really  blossomed,  and  they're  not  held 
back,  they're  able  to  soar,"  she  said.  And  those  students  who  aren't 
reading  at  or  above  grade  level  yet  are  progressing. 

"I  think  that  they  enjoy  reading  more  because  they're  more  successful  at 
it,"  Kovar  said.  That  sense  of  accomplishment  and  enjoyment  (along  with 
Success  for  All's  built-in  behavior  program)  have  dramatically  reduced 
discipline  problems,  teachers  said. 

Liz  Graves,  a second-grade  teacher  at  RedLake  Elementary,  is  one  of  a few 
faculty  members  who  grew  up  on  the  reservation  and  attended  district 
schools.  Graves  said  she  loves  what  Success  for  All  has  done  for  her  son, 
her  daughter  and  her  students. 

"If  it  wasn't  for  SFA,  they  wouldn't  be  the  readers  that  they  are,"  she 
said.  For  Gretchen  Spears,  a parent  and  teaching  assistant  at  Ponemah 
Elementary,  it  took  a while  to  get  used  to  Success  for  All's  parental 
expectations.  Parents  are  asked  to  listen  to  their  children  read  for  20 
minutes,  four  nights  a week.  With  a second-grade  son  and  a sixth-grade 
daughter,  Spears  found  herself  pressed  for  time  and  patience. 

"At  first  it  was  really  hard  to  have  to  get  used  to  the  routine  of  having 
to  sit  there  and  listen  to  him,"  Spears  said.  But  now  it's  a regular  part  of 
the  evening  routine.  Vincent  reads  to  Spears  after  dinner,  and  Miranda 
reads  to  her  right  before  bedtime. 

"Now  that  we've  been  doing  it  that  long,  they  go  over  20  minutes.  It's 
just  a part  of  everyday  life  now,"  Spears  said. 

Parents  don't  have  to  be  good  readers,  Ketelsen  said.  "They  just  need  to 
be  good  listeners." 

And  recognizing  that  all  parents  will  not  do  their  "homework,"  Ketelsen 
enlists  everyone  from  the  school  secretary  to  community  volunteers  to  hear 
kids  read. 

After  three  years,  teachers  say,  they're  noticing  other  improvements 
besides  test  scores. 

"For  the  first  time  in  the  21  years  I've  been  in  this  district,  kids  care 
how  they  perform,"  Ketelsen  said. 

Jennifer  Stately,  Misty  Roy  and  Graves'  children,  Doe  and  Tammi  Beaulieu, 
are  a few  of  the  students  in  Maxey  Smith's  reading  class  --  the  top  group  at 
RedLake  Elementary.  Although  the  girls  are  in  fifth  grade  and  Doe  is  in 
fourth  grade,  all  of  them  read  at  or  above  the  seventh-grade  level. 

For  Joe,  the  biggest  difference  between  Success  for  All  and  the  old  way  is 
"we  get  to  read  the  whole  story,"  rather  than  the  excerpts  in  their 
textbooks.  Beyond  that,  the  novels  they  tackle  today  weren't  even  attempted 
by  RedLake  Elementary  students  a few  years  ago. 

In  addition  to  the  90-minute  schoolwide  reading  time,  daily,  one-to-one 
tutoring  for  the  neediest  students  is  a central  element  of  Success  for  All. 
Because  the  program  emphasizes  prevention,  first-graders  have  greater  access 
to  tutoring  than  do  second-or  third-graders . RedLake  school  officials  liked 
the  program's  design  so  much  that  they  introduced  a modified  version  of  it 
at  the  district's  junior  high. 

As  they  sit  chatting  about  books  they've  read  recently,  Jennifer,  loe. 
Misty  and  Tammi  light  up  with  the  kind  of  enthusiasm  most  kids  their  age 
exhibit  when  talking  about  TV  shows  or  video  games.  In  addition  to  the 
books  they've  read  for  class  assignments,  all  rattle  off  books  they've  read 
purely  for  enjoyment. 

Costs  and  benefits 

RedLake's  progress  doesn't  come  cheap.  Success  for  All  is  one  of  the  more 


expensive  school-reform  models  on  the  market.  The  district  spent  $115,000  on 
first-year  implementation,  $60,000  the  second  year  and  $30,000  this  school 
year.  Because  all  but  a few  district  students  are  poor  enough  to  qualify  for 
additional  federal  funding,  school  officials  didn't  have  a hard  time  coming 
up  with  the  money  to  implement  and  support  the  program. 

"It  seems  expensive  but  ...  in  the  last  three  years,  we  could  have 
bought  and  dumped  several  different  curriculums  that  weren't  working,"  said 
Patricia  Grace,  the  district's  educational  effectiveness  coordinator. 

After  years  of  failure,  she  said.  Success  for  All  has  begun  to  turn  things 
around . 

"At  that  time  everybody  was  finger-pointing,  we  didn't  know  what  to  do  and 
our  curriculum  wasn't  working,"  she  said.  "The  elementary  teachers  would 
blame  the  parents,  the  intermediate  teachers  would  blame  the  elementary 
teachers,  the  high  school  teachers  would  blame  the  intermediate  teachers  . 

'It's  your  fault,  it's  your  fault,  it's  your  fault  the  kids  aren't 
reading. ' " Now  school  officials  are  banking  on  the  infectious  potential 
Success  for  All  packs. 

"We're  developing  a core  group  of  kids  who  are,  as  they  get  older,  going 
to  be  seen  as  leaders  and  somebody  to  follow,"  said  Dennis  Grace,  the 
RedLake  Elementary  Success  for  All  facilitator. 

Nothing  would  make  present-day  community  leaders  happier. 

"None  of  us  like  opening  the  newspaper  and  seeing  that  RedLake  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  achievement  scores,"  said  Tribal  Secretary  Dudy  Roy,  who  was 
on  the  school  board  from  1979  to  1994  and  Head  Start  director  for  22  years. 
"I  saw  the  scores  for  '97-98  to  '98-99,  and  the  gains  were  substantial," 

Roy  said.  "And  the  success  breeds  more  success.  . . . That's  one  thing  I 

learned  as  a school  board  member,  that  nobody  wants  to  fail  and  parents  want 

to  go  to  school  to  hear  good  things.  And  that's  what  they're  hearing;  it's 
real."  'The  day  is  coming' 

A framed  composite  picture  of  the  RedLake  Class  of  1966  hangs  on  the  wall 
behind  Tribal  Chairman  Bobby  Whitefeather ' s desk.  The  black-and-white 
images,  the  haircuts  and  the  outfits  all  speak  of  a different  time. 

RedLake' s unemployment  rate  hovers  around  50  percent,  according  to 
Whitefeather.  His  goal  is  to  support  the  schools  by  putting  more  of  the 
students'  parents  to  work. 

"When  someone  has  a job,  they  get  up  in  the  morning.  And  when  someone  gets 

up  in  the  morning,  they  get  their  kids  up  for  school,"  he  said. 

Whitefeather  would  like  to  see  more  children  grow  up  able  to  function  both 
on  and  off  the  reservation. 

"We  have  tremendous  potential  here,"  Whitefeather  said.  "Some  people  think 
we're  not  wealthy,  but  we  have  things  here  that  no  one  has. 

"I  so  much  need  some  real  charged-up,  well-prepared  youngsters  that  I can 
put  to  work.  Then  I won't  have  to  hire  so  many  consultants,"  he  said, 
laughing.  "The  day  is  coming,  though;  the  day  is  coming." 

"RE : Recalling  the  Trail  of  Tears"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Dun  2000  08:16:30  -0500 
From:  "Dohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub  j : (FWD)Indian  News  06-26-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Recalling  the  Trail  of  Tears 
By  AP  Wire  Service 
6/25/00 

Five  Civilized  Tribes  dedicate  the  trail  as  others  mark  the  trials  of  the 
Hanging  Dudge. 

FORT  SMITH,  Ark.  (AP)  --  Members  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  were  among 
hundreds  who  turned  out  in  the  rain  Saturday  for  the  dedication  of  the 
Trail  of  Tears  National  Historic  Trail. 

At  the  Trail  of  Tears  Overlook  on  the  Arkansas  River,  a 20-star  flag 
commemorated  the  founding  of  Fort  Smith  in  1817,  while  representatives  of 


the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  took  part  in  ceremonies  dedicating  the  trail. 

Color  guards  from  the  Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Creek  (Muscogee)  and 
Seminole  nations  participated.  The  outdoor  exhibit  tells  the  story  of  the 
forced  removal  of  American  Indians  by  the  U.S.  government. 

The  ceremony  was  not  the  only  one  at  the  Fort  Smith  National  Flistoric  Site 
Saturday,  which  also  featured  a celebration  of  the  National  Park  Service's 
$7.6  million  renovation  of  the  19th  century  federal  jails  and  courtroom  of 
"hanging  judge"  Isaac  C.  Parker. 

In  morning  sunshine,  ceremonies  at  the  site  opened  with  the  raising  of  a 
huge  garrison  flag  and  a cannon  salute. 

Re-enactors  dressed  in  Confederate  and  Union  soldier  uniforms  did  the 
honors.  With  37  stars,  the  flag  depicts  one  that  would  have  flown  over  the 
fort  in  1871,  the  last  year  the  fort  was  an  active  Army  post. 

"That  was  really  neat,"  Park  Superintendent  Bill  Black  said. 

Outside  the  courthouse.  Sen.  Tim  Hutchinson  and  his  brother.  Rep.  Asa 
Hutchinson,  both  Republicans  from  Arkansas,  were  able  to  speak  briefly  but 
rain  quieted  former  Sen.  Dale  Bumpers,  who  helped  secure  funding  for  the 
renovation  work. 

By  early  afternoon,  some  700  people  had  attended  the  events.  Black  said. 

Parker's  reign  from  1875  until  1896  earned  Fort  Smith  a "wild  West" 
reputation  as  the  federal  judge  attempted  to  bring  law  and  order  to  the 
last  outpost  before  Indian  Territory. 

The  renovation  work  began  in  1997.  Most  of  the  work  on  the  35-acre  site  is 
complete,  but  some  exhibits  have  yet  to  be  installed.  The  project  should  be 
completed  in  August. 

The  restored  courtroom  includes  new  furniture  that  Black  said  may  be 
closer  in  design  to  furnishings  in  Parker's  day. 

The  unused  basement  of  the  courthouse  was  made  into  a modern  multimedia 
visitor's  center  with  a reception  area,  bookstore,  orientation  theater  and 
special  exhibit  room. 

Two  jails  were  on  the  site.  One  has  been  renovated  to  give  visitors  an 
idea  of  the  sounds  and  sights  of  the  dungeon-like  environment.  Workers  are 
renovating  the  other. 
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Tribes  disagree  with  IRS  not  accepting  C.D.I.B.  cards 
By  Liz  Gray 

Six  Oklahoma  Tribes  are  voicing  their  opinion  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  on  their  disapproval  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  determining 
who  qualifies  as  an  Indian  for  the  Tax  Payer  Relief  Act  of  1997. 

The  Act,  which  is  designed  to  attract  industry  to  the  tribal 
jurisdictional  areas  of  Oklahoma,  provides  tax  incentives  if  a company 
hires  a Native  American  and/or  if  the  company  builds  within  the 
jurisdictional  boundaries.  But  because  the  law  states  that  a qualifying 
employee  is  "an  enrolled  member  of  an  Indian  tribe  or  the  spouse  of  an 
enrolled  member  of  an  Indian  tribe,"  the  audit  office  of  the  I.R.S.  will 
not  accept  a CDIB  (Certificate  Degree  of  Indian  Blood)  card. 

Tribal  officials  of  the  Delaware,  Modoc  and  Ottawa  Tribes  of  Oklahoma 
sent  letters  to  Assistant  Secretary  Kevin  Gover  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  requesting  assistance  on  the  matter. 

The  letters  give  two  reasons  why  the  tribal  officials  disagree  with  the 
IRS: 

This  position  denies  the  important  evidence  of  original  enrollment 
or  tribal  citizenship  constituted  by  the  CDIB  card. 

This  position  attacks  the  sovereignty  of  the  tribes  in  determining 
tribal  citizenship. 

The  Quapaw,  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Tribes  are  also  planning  to  send 
similar  letters  to  Gover. 


At  an  economic  development  meeting  that  was  sponsored  by  the  Modoc  Tribe 
and  designed  to  bring  local  industry  and  tribes  together,  Barbara  Fragos, 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  explained  how  the  IRS  came  to  their 
decision,  stating  that  the  IRS  spoke  to  a BIA  solicitor  and  an  Oklahoma 
tribal  leader  to  determine  a person  can  not  always  be  a "tribal  member"  if 
they  have  a CDIB  card.  Because  of  privacy  issues,  Fragos  would  not  give 
the  name  of  the  tribe  the  IRS  spoke  with. 

"The  CDIB  is  evidence  of  a person's  Indian  heritage,  that  by  itself  does 
not  make  them  an  enrolled  member  as  determined  by  their  tribe,"  said 
Barbara  Fragos,  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service. 

Arguments  on  the  issue  flared  up  as  questions  and  opinions  were  voiced 
in  the  meeting. 

"This  interferes  with  tribal  sovereignty,"  said  Chairman  Ed  Rogers  of 
the  Quapaw  Tribe.  "Why  is  the  IRS  determining  who  is  Indian?" 

The  Tax  Payer  Relief  Act  of  '97  is  based  on  the  Indian  Financing  Act 
that  states  that  an  "Indian"  means  any  person  who  is  a member  of  any 
Indian  tribe,  band,  group,  pueblo,  or  community,  which  is  recognized  by 
the  Federal  Government  as  eligible  for  services  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

According  to  Don  Dackson  of  Chambers  & Dackson,  an  accounting  firm  from 
Ardmore,  OK,  who  helped  bring  awareness  of  the  Tax  Incentive  to  Oklahoma, 
stated  that  out  of  the  other  33  qualifying  states,  Oklahoma  is  the  only 
state  required  to  provide  more  than  a CDIB  card  as  proof  of  "tribal 
membership. " 

"If  government  services  such  as  I.H.S.  (Indian  Flealth  Service)  and  HUD 
(Housing  and  Urban  Development)  accept  a CDIB  Card,  then  why  can't  the 
IRS?"  asks  lackson.  "By  this  selective  enforcement,  it  appears  the  IRS  is 
trying  to  frustrate  the  intent  of  the  law  bringing  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Tribes  in  to  the  economic  mainstream." 

Many  tribes  of  Oklahoma,  such  as  the  Osage,  do  not  have  tribal 
membership  cards  but  use  the  CDIB  card  to  determine  membership.  Even 
though  this  is  common,  the  IRS  will  not  recognize  these  Native  American's 
as  qualifying  employees  for  the  Tax  Credit  unless  newly  created 
documentation  is  provided. 

"That's  not  the  position  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,"  said 
Assistant  Secretary  Kevin  Gover.  "Obviously  we  are  going  to  have  to  work 
with  the  Treasury  Department  to  get  it  right." 

For  tribes  who  use  the  CDIB  Card  to  determine  their  membership,  or  for 
those  tribal  members  who  qualify  for  a tribal  membership  card  but  do  not 
have  one,  the  IRS  is  requiring  additional  documentation  from  the  tribe's 
registration  office  proving  that  they  are  a tribal  member.  Because  this 
documentation  has  been  required  for  thousands  of  Native  American  employees 
throughout  Oklahoma,  many  tribal  registration  offices  are  hiring 
additional  employees  to  keep  up  with  the  demand  from  companies  applying 
for  the  tax  credit. 

Rex  Hackler,  press  secretary  for  Gover  stated  that  his  office  is  "red 
flagging"  the  issue  and  is  preparing  to  receive  the  letters  from  the 
participating  tribes. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 

"RE : Supreme  Court  to  Hear  Quechan  Case"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Dun  2000  17:05:53  -0400 

From:  Danet  Smith  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : SUPREME  COURT  WILL  HEAR  QUECHAN  TRIBE  CASE 

>From  CNN's  law  section  today:  AP  news  story 

Supreme  Court  gives  Indian  tribe  a chance  to  prove  claim  on  Colorado 
River  water 
Dune  19,  2000 

Web  posted  at:  11:40  AM  EDT  (1540  GMT) 

WASHINGTON  --  The  Supreme  Court  jeopardized  the  allocation  rights  of 
urban  water  users  in  Arizona  and  Southern  California  Monday  by  ruling  that 


an  Indian  tribe  is  entitled  to  seek  additional  rights  to  Colorado  River 
water . 

By  a 6-3  vote,  the  justices  said  the  Quechan  tribe  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  prove  its  claim  that  it  owns  about  25,000  acres  of  Fort 
Yuma  Reservation  land  straddling  the  river  on  the  border  between  the  two 
states . 

Unless  the  tribe  is  found  to  be  the  land's  owner,  it  would  have  no  claim 
to  the  water. 

The  decision,  although  it  does  not  end  the  dispute  that  in  one  form  or 
another  has  been  before  the  nation's  highest  court  since  1952,  is  a 
victory  for  the  tribe  and  the  Clinton  administration.  It  signals  a defeat 
for  Arizona  and  California  officials  who  had  argued  that  the  tribe  sold 
the  disputed  land  to  the  federal  government  for  $15  million  in  1983. 

The  Quechan  tribe's  claim  is  the  last  unresolved  part  of  a case  that 
began  as  a water-use  feud  between  Arizona  and  California. 

Dust  last  month,  California  and  six  other  states  appeared  on  the  verge 
of  a historic  agreement  that  would  give  Southern  California  a 15-year 
deadline  to  cut  its  use  of  Colorado  River  water. 

Under  a 1922  agreement,  California,  Arizona  and  Nevada  share  7.5  million 
acre-feet  of  water  from  the  river's  lower  basin,  with  California  getting  4 
4 million,  Arizona  2.8  million  and  Nevada  3,000. 

An  acre-foot  is  about  326,000  gallons,  or  a year's  supply  of  water  for  a 
family  of  four. 

The  upper  basin  apportionment  is  also  7.5  million  acre-feet  --  with 
Colorado  receiving  3.8  million,  Utah  1.7  million,  Wyoming  1 million  and 
New  Mexico  838,000  in  a normal  year. 

But  California's  average  demand  over  the  last  decade  has  been  about  5.2 
million  acre-feet,  and  the  state  traditionally  has  taken  surplus  water 
from  Arizona  and  Nevada. 

The  Quechan  tribe's  claim  on  river  water  is  relatively  small,  at  about  1 
percent  of  that  allocated  from  the  lower  basin. 

But  the  78,000  acre-feet  "is  not  an  insignificant  amount  of  water,"  the 
justices  were  told  when  the  case  was  argued  in  April. 

"It  comes  out  of  the  hide  of  the  Arizona  and  Southern  California  urban 
water  users."  Monday's  decision  ordered  a court-appointed  special  master 
to  study  the  tribe's  claim  to  the  land  and,  if  it  is  legitimate,  how  much 
water  should  accompany  the  land.  The  special  master  then  would  make  a 
recommendation  to  the  justices,  who  would  decide  whether  to  accept  it. 

The  tribe  contends  it  has  owned  the  disputed  lands  since  the  reservation 
was  created  in  1893,  and  that  $15  million  it  was  paid  in  1983  was  to 
compensate  for  previous  trespassing  and  a history  of  broken  promises  by 
the  federal  government. 

"We  hold  that  the  claims  of  the  United  States  and  the  tribe  to  increased 
water  rights  for  the  disputed  boundary  lands  of  the  Fort  Yuma  Reservation 
are  not  precluded  by  the  consent  judgment"  in  1983,  Dustice  Ruth  Bader 
Ginsburg  wrote  for  the  court. 

Her  opinion  was  joined  by  Dustices  Dohn  Paul  Stevens,  Antonin  Scalia, 
Anthony  M.  Kennedy,  David  H.  Souter  and  Stephen  G.  Breyer. 

Dissenting  were  Chief  Dustice  William  H.  Rehnquist  and  Dustices  Sandra 
Day  O'Connor  and  Clarence  Thomas. 

Writing  for  the  three,  Rehnquist  said  the  federal  government  and  the 
tribe  were  barred  from  raising  the  claim  now  because  it  could  have  been 
decided  in  an  earlier  phase  of  the  case. 

The  case  is  Arizona  v.  California. 

Copyright  2000  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 
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"RE : Red  River  Issue  Coming  to  Congress"  

Date:  Sat,  24  Dun  2000  17:17:37  -0500 
From:  Liz  Pollard  <lpollard@SMOKESIG.COM> 

Sub j : Red  River  Issue  Coming  to  Congress! 

PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  PRESS  RELEASE 
RED  RIVER  COMPACT  COMING  TO  CONGRESS  BEFORE 


SESSION  BREAK;  TRIBES  GEAR  UP  FOR  A FIGHT 
by  Liz  Pollard 

ANADARKO,  OK,  Dune  23,  2000  - ANADARKO,  OK,  Dune  23,  2000  - Today  the 
members  of  the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  Apache  Intertribal  Land  Use  Committee  were 
alerted  by  a contact  in  the  Interior  Department  that  during  the  coming 
week,  the  Red  River  Boundary  Compact  (HDR  72)  is  slated  to  come  to  the 
floor  of  Congress.  This  measure  has  been  on  the  table  since  its 
introduction  last  October,  not  having  met  the  original  deadline  of  December 
31,  1999. 

The  compact,  devised  by  the  Oklahoma  and  Texas  Boundary  Commissions, 
proposes  a change  in  the  boundary  between  the  two  states.  The  current 
boundary,  established  by  Supreme  Court  ruling  in  1926,  lies  on  the 
southern  bank  of  the  Red  River.  This  bill  would  change  it  to  the  vegetation 
line  on  the  southern  bank.  This  alters  the  jurisdiction  of  considerable  land. 
About  a third  of  the  boundary  passes  through  land  that  was  part  of  the 
original  reservations  of  the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  tribes,  or  was 
allotted  to  individuals  in  these  tribes,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Chickasaw 
and  Choctaw  Nations. 

This  bill  would  cause  tens  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land  owned  by  tribes 
and  Indian  and  non-Indian  individuals  to  change  hands  from  Oklahoma  to  the 
state  of  Texas.  This  concerns  all  land  owners  involved,  as  Texas  assesses 
property  at  almost  three  times  the  rate  in  Oklahoma.  Another  sore  point 
with  the  tribes  was  the  lack  of  representation  from  all  tribal  nations 
affected . 

The  state  of  Texas  does  not  recognize  federal  or  trust  land.  There  is 
apprehension  that  this  would  ultimately  mean  rights  of  Indian  tribes  and 
individuals  would  be  at  risk.  Much  of  the  revenues  from  oil  and  gas  in 
the  river  bed,  for  example,  go  into  a trust  fund  to  benefit  tribal 
members.  There  is  fear  that  these  revenues  would  be  endangered. 

Consequently,  the  KCAILUC  has  sent  to  Washington  additional  wording 
they  feel  must  be  inserted  into  HDR  72  before  they  can  accept  it,  albeit 
reluctantly.  The  new  clause  submitted  reads  as  follows: 

"The  Compact  shall  not  in  any  manner  alter  any  present  or  future 
rights  and  interest  of  the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  Tribes,  the 
Chickasaw  Nation,  and  the  Choctaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  and  their 
members  or  Indian  successors-in=interest,  nor  to  any  tribal  trust 
lands  or  allotted  lands  that  may  be  held  in  trust,  or  lands  subject 
to  a federal  restriction  against  alienation,  nor  any  boundaries 
that  exist  now  or  that  may  be  established  in  the  future  under 
federal  law,  nor  shall  this  Compact  in  any  manner  alter  the 
sovereign  rights,  jurisdiction,  or  other  governmental  interest,  of 
the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  Tribes,  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  and 
the  Choctaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  presently  existing,  or  which  may  be 
acknowledged  by  federal  and  tribal  law." 

Oklahoma  officials  have,  in  the  past,  objected  to  language  which  protects 
future  rights  of  the  Indians,  and  Texas  has  been  pushing  hard  to  pass  this 
bill  as  it  stands.  The  tribes  hope  to  defeat  the  measure,  or  at  least,  to 
insure  the  rights  of  their  people. 

Elizabeth  "Liz"  Pollard  * Smoke  Signals  Enterprises 

Email:  lpollard@smokesig.com  * On  the  Web:  http://www.smokesig.com 

Web  sites  designed  and  developed  include: 

American  Indian  Exposition:  http://www.indianexpo.org 
Moccasin  Telegraph:  http://www.indianexpo.org/moccasin.html 
Housing  Authority  of  the  Apache  Tribe:  http://www.apachehousing.org 
Fancy  Dancer  Leather  Designs  - http://www.smokesig.com/fancydancer 
Tom  Mauchahty-Ware,  Kiowa/Comanche  - http://www.smokesig.com/tomware 

"RE : Nez  Perce  Fight  Spurs  Bigotry  Discussion"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  08:27:03  -0500 
From:  "Dohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  06-20-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 


202.358.3252 

rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 


Nez  Perce,  alliance  fight  spurs  bigotry  discussion 

c.  Associated  Press 

6/18/2000 

MOSCOW,  Idaho  --  The  alliance  of  north-central  Idaho  governments  battling 
with  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe  over  jurisdictional  issues  has  been  put  on  the 
defensive  by  a meeting  set  for  Tuesday  on  the  issue  of  bigotry  against 
Indians . 

"Opposing  tribal  governments  and  tribal  jurisdiction  is  not  racism," 
said  Dan  Johnson,  executive  director  of  the  North  Central  Idaho 
Jurisdictional  Alliance. 

The  alliance  is  one  of  the  items  on  the  agenda  for  the  conference  at  the 
University  of  Idaho,  and  no  alliance  representative  was  asked  to  attend. 

"It  is  not  a debate,"  said  conference  organizer  Eric  Ward  of  the 
Northwest  Coalition  for  Human  Dignity. 

The  meeting  was  prompted  by  the  alliance's  endorsement  of  a document 
predicting  bloodshed  if  relations  between  Indians  and  non-Indians  do  not 
improve  and  a 1999  Justice  Department  report  on  the  disproportionately 
high  numbers  of  Indians  arrested  for  crimes  and  being  violently  attacked 
by  non-Indians. 

"We  felt  it  was  time  to  start  discussing  what  attacks  on  tribal 
sovereignty  means,"  Ward  said. 

The  alliance  of  23  local  governments  overlapping  and  adjoining  the  Nez 
Perce  reservation  have  been  battling  the  tribe's  claim  of  authority  over 
non-Indian  residents  and  property  within  the  area  designated  by  the  1863 
treaty. 

Among  the  workshops  set  for  the  conference  are  "The  Anti-Indian  Movement 
in  Idaho  and  Beyond"  and  "How  Non-Native  Allies  Can  Respond  to  the  Anti- 
Indian  Movement . " 

"RE : Let  the  Buffalo  Roam"  

Date:  Thu,  22  Jun  2000  14:45:18  -0600 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Let  the  Buffalo  Roam! 

* Update  from  the  Fields  of  Yellowstone 

* Please  take  one  Moment  and  make  one  phone  call 

* Field  Coordinator's  Update 

* More  Thanks! 

* White  Buffalo  born....  we  send  prayers  of  thanks! 


Update  from  the  Field  - 

"BFC  is  the  only  group  in  the  field  with  the  buffalo  for  365  days  of  the 
year ! " 

Hello  from  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign! 

Since  early  June  we  have  had  a educational  table  set  up  inside 
Yellowstone  National  Park.  We  have  been  at  Artist  Point  and  will  be 
there  till  June  29th.  On  the  30th,  we  will  be  heading  to  Norris 
Geysers  for  two  weeks.  We  have  been  very  successful  in  passing  out 
newsletters  and  informing  folks  about  the  Yellowstone  buffalos' 
plight. 

Please  be  sure  to  contact  us  in  advance  if  you  will  be  in  the  area  so 
that  we  can  schedule  time  to  meet  with  you  or  train  you  to  work  at 
the  table. 

Thanks  to  everyone  that  has  come  up  with  encouraging  words  of  support. 
We  have  also  been  getting  numerous  signatures  for  a petition  turn  the 
4 grazing  allotments  on  the  National  Forest  land  that  surrounds 
Yellowstone  over  to  the  wild  buffalo  as  they  have  used  it  for 
thousands  of  years. 

So  - our  confidence  that  this  summer  is  going  to  be  a continued 
success  is  very  high. 

The  new  newsletter  looks  great  and  has  been  well  received!  It  will 


be  available  later  this  week  on  our  website 

(http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo)  in  PDF  form.  We  are  still 
trying  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing  so  any  donations  to  help  with 
that  important  project  would  be  most  appreciated.  Tax  deductible 
donations  of  over  $100  for  the  month  of  Duly  will  also  receive  a 
Buffalo  Field  Campaign  T-shirt  (please  specify  size  and  design  - 
http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo/teez . html) 

Thank  you  again  for  all  your  support  and  words  of  encouragement  that 
have  been  pouring  in.  It  is  inspirational  to  know  that  so  many  people 
care  and  are  overjoyed  that  no  buffalo  were  slaughtered  by  the  State 
of  Montana  last  winter! 

Together  we  can  raise  our  voices  together  and  be  heard... 
for  the  buffalo! 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 


What  you  can  do  - 

We  presented  the  buffalo  petition  during  the  April  National  Week  of 
Action  for  the  buffalo! 

The  public  officials  that  received  the  petition  have  still  not 
responded  after  6 weeks. 

Please  take  a moment  out  of  your  busy  schedules  and  give  them  a call 
and  ask  them  what  their  response  to  the  50,000+  petitioners  will  be. 

Your  heartfelt  phonecalls  and  letters  can  help! 

President  Bill  Clinton 

The  White  House  mailing  address  is:  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  D.C.  20500 

Phone:  (202)  456-1414  Fax:  (202)  456-2461 
Mike  Dombeck,  Chief,  Forest  Service, 

Auditor's  Bldg  201  14th  Street,  S.W.  at  Independence  Ave.,  S.W. 
Washington,  DC  20024 
phone:  202-205-1661 

Bruce  Babbitt;  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
1849  C Street  NW 
Washington,  D.C.  20240 
phone:  202.208.3572 

This  is  the  work  of  grassroot,  local  citizens  of  Montana-  not  a large 
national  group  and  together  (with  folks  from  around  the  planet)  - we 
can  speak  out  together  and  make  a difference  for  the  last  wild 
buffalo. 

Reminder:  This  petition  has  these  main  points: 

1)  Federal  (public)  lands  should  be  used  for  wild  buffalo  instead  of 
being  leased  at  below  cost  value  to  a few  cows. 

2)  The  financial  burden  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  United  States 
regarding  the  management  of  these  animals  is  unacceptable.  Federal 
agencies  should  be  using  financially  responsible  alternatives  instead 
of  wasting  tax  payers  monies. 

3)  The  people  of  the  world  care  for  the  buffalo  and  will  not  continue 
to  stand  by  and  watch  them  be  slaughtered.  There  are  sound 
biological  principles  that  should  override  egotistic  politics. 

Thanks  for  your  help! 


Field  Coordinator's  Update 

Since  1990,  I have  been  deeply  involved  with  the  buffalo  issue. 
During  this  time  I have  witnessed  some  significant  changes.  I 
watched,  for  years,  as  virtually  every  buffalo  that  left  Yellowstone 
National  Park  was  killed.  I watched  DOL  agents  hurl  insults  and 
derisive  laughter  at  Native  Americans  performing  ceremonies  and 
saying  prayers  for  dead  buffalo. 

I watched  Native  Americans  reduced  to  doing  the  states  dirty  work 
gutting  and  butchering  the  buffalo  that  were  gunned  down.  I watched 


as  the  DOL  left  piles  of  guts  (from  the  supposedly  "diseased 
buffalo")  on  fields  where  cows  graze  in  the  summer.  My  saddest 
memory  is  the  winter  of  1996-97,  when  1,083  buffalo  nearly  1/3  of  the 
herd  were  slaughtered. 

In  response  to  this  insanity  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  (BFC)  was 
formed.  After  three  years  of  documenting  every  move  made  by  the  DOL 
and  alerting  the  world  through  local,  national  and  international 
media  coverage,  the  killing  has  paused  for  the  first  time  in  17 
years.  The  new  millennium  has  turned  the  battle  into  a debate  on 
hazing. 

I know  many  factors  have  contributed  to  this  miraculous  change,  but 
the  work  of  BFC  volunteers  has  had  significant  impact.  Over  700 
people  from  around  the  world  have  come  to  West  Yellowstone  to  stand 
with  the  buffalo.  It  is  my  great  honor  to  thank  each  and  every  one 
of  you  and  to  tell  you  your  efforts  and  prayers  are  creating  change. 
Michael  S.  Mease 
mease@wildrockies.org 


More  Thanks! 

Thanks  to  these  wonderful  supporters  who  were  inadvertently  left  out 
of  the  last  update's  lists: 

Rick  McNally 

Donna  Balkan  Litowitz 

Erica  Burns,  Licensed  Professional  Counselor;  Dackson  Hole,  Wyoming 


Subject:  white  buffalo  born 

We  are  proud  to  announce  the  birth  of  Rainbow  Spirit,  born  on  Dune  8th 
at  2:00  pm  at  the  Dream  Maker  Bison  Ranch  in  Colony,  Wyoming.  This  is 
about  2 hours  away  from  the  gathering  for  World  Peace  & Prayer  Day  on 
Dune  21st  so  for  all  of  you  who  will  be  able  to  attend,  it  would  be  worth 
an  extra  trip  to  visit  the  newborn. 

For  pictures  of  Miracle  Moon,  the  proud  mother,  and  more  information 
about  the  ranch,  you  can  visit  their  website  at 

http://www.blackhills.com/whitebuffalo/  - they  don't  have  it  updated 
yet  with  new  photos  of  the  little  miracle,  but  we've  been  informed 
that  they  should  be  up  soon.  This  is  truly  a blessing  that  should 
give  us  all  hope  for  a better  future! 

"Spiritual  Balance  & Harmony  to  all  will  come" 
is  the  Legend  of  the  White  Buffalo 
"Believe....  and  Miracles  will  happen" 

MQuire@webtv.net  (Mark  Quire) 


Which  T-shirt  design  do  you  like  the  best?  - they  look  great,  are 
organic, peroxide  bleached  & organic  naturals  cotton  and  make  great 
gifts,  too! ! 

http: //www. wild roc kies .org/buffalo/teez . html 
Current  info  on  the  plight  of  the  last  wild  buffalo: 
http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 

BFC  is  the  only  group  working  365  days  a year  in  Yellowstone  with  the  buffalo. 
Help  get  the  word  out  - distribute  newsletters  in  your  community  - 
write  to:  buffalo@wildrockies . org 


Schedule  a showing  of  the  Buffalo  Compilation  Video  in  your 
community.  For  more  info:  mailto:cmcr@wildrockies.org 

"RE : Tribes  Involved  In  Elk,  Bison  Study"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  10:50:02  EDT 
From:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Sub j : Tribes  Involved  In  Elk,  Bison  Study 
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Mon,  19  Dun  2000 

http://www.billingsgazette.com/wyoming/20000619_y4bison.html 
Tribes  get  in  on  federal  elk,  bison  study 

DACKSON,  Wyo.  (AP)  - The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  has  agreed  to  let 
the  Eastern  Shoshone  and  Northern  Arapahoe  help  plan  a study  of  elk  and 
bison  management  in  Dackson  Hole. 

State  officials  previously  objected  to  the  tribes'  participation. 

Attorney  General  Gay  Woodhouse  said  Thursday,  however,  that  Wyoming  will 
not  object  so  long  as  the  tribes  do  not  take  a lead  role. 

"We  were  thinking  the  tribes  would  be  involved  later  on,  but  as  long  as 
the  USFWS  wanted  to  have  them  involved  ...  in  the  pre-scoping  process, 
we're  in  favor  of  that  as  well,"  she  said. 

Dann  Huff,  the  agency's  director  of  the  project,  said  11  tribes  will  be 
asked  to  submit  comments  about  the  study  early  in  the  process.  The  Inter- 
Tribal  Bison  Cooperative  Organization  will  also  be  consulted,  he  said. 

Woodhouse  had  questioned  whether  the  tribes  were  a 'clear  stakeholder' 
in  bison  and  elk  management.  In  a May  31  reply  to  Woodhouse,  Huff  wrote 
that  bison  have  historical  spiritual  significance  to  the  tribes. 

A federal  executive  order  requires  federal  agencies  to  consult  with 
tribes  on  a government-to-government  basis  on  issues  that  affect  the 
tribes . 

Shoshone  Business  Council  Chairman  Dohn  Washakie  said  the  Wind  River 
Reservation  tribes  welcome  the  opportunity  to  take  part.  Council  member 
Ivan  Posey  said  the  tribes  should  have  been  involved  long  before  now. 

"They  should  adhere  to  that  government-to-government  relationship  and 
keep  us  abreast  of  things,"  he  said.  "Not  everyone  is  up  to  speed  on  this 
issue . " 

In  addition  to  the  cultural  issues.  Wind  River  Game  and  Fish  Agency 
officials  say  the  Dackson  Hole  elk  herds  are  related  to  herds  on  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  Wind  River  Range  within  the  reservation. 

Posey  said  the  tribes  will  send  their  comments  on  the  study  planning 
process  sometime  next  week. 

<+>=<+> 
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Navajo  vote  postponed  once  again 
Board  blames  money  woes 
Dim  Maniaci 
Dine'  Bureau 

WINDOW  ROCK  - The  Navajo  election  has  been  delayed  until  Oct.  3, 
giving  voters  63  more  days  to  think  about  who  they  want  in  office  and 
if  they  desire  to  eliminate  three-fourths  of  the  council  delegates. 

Stung  by  the  Budget  and  Finance  Committee's  refusal  Tuesday  to  tap 
the  Undesignated  Reserve  for  $217,091  to  finish  the  year,  the  Navajo 
Election  Administration  voted  unanimously  Thursday  to  postpone  the 
election . 

The  budget  committee  said  it  was  following  tribal  law  because  the 
reserve  is  supposed  to  be  used  only  for  emergency  operation  of  the 
government  and  must  contain  about  nine  times  as  much  money  as  it  does 
before  it  is  touched. 

The  elections  board  said  it  also  was  following  tribal  law  that  allows 
it  to  put  off  a voting  date  for  up  to  60  days  if  it  is  having 
trouble  getting  correct  ballots  printed.  The  60  days  after  the 


scheduled  Aug.  1 general  election  would  be  Sept.  30,  a Saturday. 

Thus  the  effective  date  would  be  Monday,  Oct.  2.  Since  elections 
traditionally  are  held  on  Tuesday,  the  closest  date  is  Oct.  3. 

The  board's  unanimous  action  Thursday  pushed  the  cost  of  the  election 
into  the  next  financial  year,  which  will  begin  two  days  before  the 
election . 

On  May  23,  the  Navajo  Nation  Council  rejected  the  board's  request  to 
postpone  the  election  until  Nov.  7.  The  board  said  the  delay  would 
increase  the  turnout  because  state  and  federal  voting  would  be  held 
that  same  day  and  not  require  a current-year  supplemental 
appropriation  from  the  Undesignated  Reserve. 

Dust  how  much  does  it  cost  to  hold  an  election? 

The  answer  depends  on  who  replies  and  what  is  included. 

The  board's  resolution  reduces  the  request  to  $153,189.  The 
supervisors'  request  for  $217,091  was  among  a dozen  petitions  for 
more  than  $8  million  to  tap  into  the  "rainy  day"  fund  which  the  money 
committee  rejected  to  uphold  tribal  law. 

But  in  strong  words,  Lenora  Fulton,  board  vice  chairwoman,  questioned 
the  motives  of  the  delegates  for  not  supporting  the  supplemental 
appropriation . 

"The  council  gave  us  the  direction  (to  hold  the  election  with  the 
referendum),  but  not  the  money.  The  council  did  not  give  us  the  money 
because  they  don't  want  to  reduce  themselves,"  she  charged.  "We  need 
to  put  our  foot  down.  Give  us  the  money,  or  no  election.  They  don't 
need  to  shortchange  the  Navajo  people." 

She  called  reducing  the  council's  size  from  88  to  24  members  one  of 
the  most  critical  decisions  in  the  history  of  the  Dine'.  "We've  never 
had  an  issue  like  this  before,"  she  said,  adding  that  the  opportunity 
may  never  arise  again. 

Fulton  said  the  board  also  was  ordered  to  have  the  tribal  newspaper 
print  the  ballots  for  the  May  2 primary  election.  When  the  weekly 
newspaper  couldn't,  a Window  Rock  commercial  printer  was  contacted, 
and  he,  too,  couldn't  meet  the  specifications  needed  for  the  voting 
equipment  the  tribe  uses.  The  printer  the  election  office  originally 
wanted  to  use.  Ink  Impressions  in  Albuquerque,  rescued  the  election, 
but  barely  in  time. 

The  snafus  cost  extra  money,  and  coupled  with  what  some  board  members 
believe  was  a deliberately  shortchanged  budget  for  this  election 
year,  the  office  was  told  to  use  money  from  its  own  operation  to 
cover  the  costs. 

The  board  also  tabled  two  related  resolutions  to  change  the  majority 
needed  for  council-size  reduction  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  votes 
needed . 

A special  Navajo  law  requires  at  least  a majority  of  all  registered 
voters,  instead  of  only  those  who  cast  ballots,  for  the  reduction  to 
be  approved.  The  last  list  totaled  more  than  102,000  people,  a huge 
jump  from  the  Oct.  26,  1999,  total  of  87,044. 

This  would  reduce  the  majority  from  more  than  51,000  people  to  less 
than  44,000.  About  21,000  people  voted  in  the  primary. 

Please  visit  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm  for  more 
background  on  this  relocation  issue. 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet.com. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com. 
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Hopi,  Navajo  water  crisis  continues 
Hopi  2000 

Many  Hopis  remember  when  Moencopi  wash  in  northern  Arizona  on  the  Hopi 
Indian  Reservation  was  healthy,  when  the  springs  that  watered  our  gardens 
were  plentiful.  Today  we  sense  a tragedy  occurring.  Dozens  of  spring  have 
dried  up.  Moencopi  wash,  where  children  once  swam  and  played,  is  now  bone 
dry,  and  underground  water  levels  are  dropping  dramatically. 

Our  elders  warned  that  a tragedy  is  occurring  beneath  us,  which  is 
caused,  they  believe,  by  the  massive  water  mining  by  Peabody  Coal  Company. 
But  no  one  is  listening.  Instead,  our  protector,  the  U.S.  Federal 
Government  is  telling  us  that  the  deep  aquifers  that  fed  our  springs  are 
health  and  that  the  pumping  of  pristine  water  from  the  dry  desert  plateau 
is  not  causing  damage  to  our  only  source  of  drinking  water. 

Yet  the  most  recent  (1997)  U.S.  Geological  Survey  Black  Mesa  Water 
Monitoring  Report  states  that  recharge  to  the  confined  Navajo  aquifer  is 
only  2,500-3,500  acre  feet  per  year. 

Peabody,  which  began  to  slurry  Black  Mesa  coal  in  1970,  is  extracting  4, 
000  acre  feet  annually  from  this  aquifer.  Hopi  hydrologists  projected  that 
at  the  present  rate  of  municipal  and  industrial  pumping,  all  deep  wells  in 
the  Hopi  communities  alone  will  run  dry  by  the  year  2010. 

Many  factors  have  contributed  to  the  crisis.  Most  are  buried  in  the 
details  of  the  history  of  Black  Mesa  coal  leasing.  The  facts  paint  a 
picture  of  deceit,  violations  of  federal  and  tribal  laws,  conflict  of 
interest,  sloppy  science,  blatant  exploitation  of  indigenous  peoples  and 
deliberate  failure  of  the  United  States  government  to  honor  its  legal  and 
moral  obligation  to  protect  our  land  and  water. 

We  were  never  told  the  truth  about  the  enormous  quantity  of  water  needed 
to  slurry  coal  to  an  electric  generating  plant  273  miles  away  from  our 
homeland  on  Black  Mesa  or  the  initial  sale  of  ice-age  water  for  $1.65  per 
acre-feet,  or  that  our  attorney  was  representing  Peabody  Coal  Company  at 
the  same  e time  he  was  negotiating  the  coal  lease  on  our  behalf.  We  were 
assured  that  a vast  sea  of  water  underlies  Black  Mesa  and  that  Peabody 
will  use  only  "one  cup"  during  the  life  of  its  mine,  which  could  go  on  for 
another  40  years. 

The  U.S.  Office  of  Surface  Mining  (OSM),  which  oversees  the  Peabody 
mining  operation,  has  never  explained  to  the  public  the  standard  they  have 
established  to  determine  damage  to  our  water  resources.  Furthermore,  after 
20  years  of  water  monitoring  by  the  U.S.  Geologic  Survey,  we  have  yet  to 
receive  a report  analyzing  hundreds  of  pages  of  scientific  to  determine 
whether  material  damage  can  be  identified  based  on  OSM's  damage  criteria. 

We  cannot  turn  back  the  clock.  What  has  happened  is  history,  albeit  a 
history  still  unfolding.  But  we  can  end  the  abuse.  Whatever  the  cause  and 
however  far  along  the  damage,  it  is  clearly  the  case  that  if  we  don 
nothing  our  only  potable  water  will  be  severely  and  permanently  degraded. 
Our  society  and  the  future  generation  of  our  children  are  at  risk;  it  is 
for  them  that  we  appeal  to  you  for  help. 

If  you  wish  to  support  our  effort  to  end  the  continued  abuse  of  the  N- 
aquifer  for  coal  slurry  operation  write  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Bruce  Babbitt,  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.C.  20240.  if 
you  wish  to  organize  Black  Mesa  Trust  support  group,  contact  Vernon 
Masayesva,  Director,  Black  Mesa  Trust,  7617  E.  Verde  Lane,  Scottsdale,  AZ 
85251  or  e-mail  Hopi.Friend@aol.com 
Vernon  Masayesva 

c.  2000  All  original  content  copyright  Verde  Valley  Newspapers,  Inc.  and 
may  not  be  reprinted  without  permission.  Navajo  Hopi  Observer  Online  is  a 
service  of  Verde  Valley  Newspapers,  Inc.  Questions  or  comments  should  be 
addressed  to  webmaster@navajohopiobserver.com. 
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Girls  Ordered  To  Prove  Gender  Lose 
c.  The  Associated  Press 
Dun  19  2000 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - A group  of  Oglala  Sioux  girls  who  were  required  to 
prove  their  gender  before  playing  in  a 1995  basketball  tournament  in  Rapid 
City,  S.D.,  lost  a Supreme  Court  appeal  Monday. 

The  court,  without  comment,  refused  to  revive  a lawsuit  by  the  girls  and 
their  mothers  against  the  tournament's  sponsor,  their  school  and  others. 

The  lawsuit,  contending  that  the  incident  left  the  girls  depressed  and 
embarrassed,  sought  to  collect  monetary  damages  for  racial  and  sexual 
discrimination,  invasion  of  privacy,  intentional  infliction  of  emotional 
distress  and  mental  anguish. 

Lower  courts  threw  out  the  lawsuit. 

The  girls,  all  10  to  12  years  old  at  the  time,  represented  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation's  Loneman  School  in  a tournament  sponsored  by  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association. 

After  the  Loneman  team  won  a semifinal  game  against  the  Hermosa  School, 
that  team's  coach  complained  that  one  or  more  of  the  Loneman  squad's  eight 
members  were  really  boys. 

Before  the  championship  game,  the  eight  Loneman  team  members  were  taken 
into  a restroom  where  the  girls  demonstrated  that  each  was  in  fact  a 
female. 

The  1997  lawsuit  named  the  YMCA,  the  Loneman  School,  the  Custer  School 
District  (where  the  Hermosa  School  is  located)  and  various  individuals  as 
defendants . 

A federal  trial  judge  dismissed  the  case  after  ruling,  among  other  things, 
that  the  girls  and  their  mothers  had  failed  to  offer  any  proof  of  racial  or 
sexual  bias. 

The  8th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  upheld  the  dismissal  last  November. 

The  appeal  acted  on  Monday  argued  that  the  girls  and  their  mothers  were 
not  given  enough  time  to  gather  evidence  that  might  have  pointed  to  racial 
and  sexual  discrimination. 

No  other  teams  were  subjected  to  the  search.  ...  The  Indian  coach's 
word  that  his  players  were  female  was  not  sufficient  to  end  the  matter  when 
challenged  by  a white  team  and  coach,  the  appeal  said. 

The  case  is  Davenport  v.  YMCA,  99-1732. 
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Protest  Takes  Toll  on  Pine  Ridge  Tribe 
BY  ROBYNN  TYSVER 
c.  WORLD-HERALD 
Dune  19,  2000 

Pine  Ridge,  S.D.  - Sleeping  bags  and  blankets  have  become  as  common  as 
desks  and  chairs  inside  the  occupied  tribal  headquarters  of  the  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation. 

About  20  people  sleep  each  night  inside  the  building,  which  has  been 
occupied  peacefully  for  155  days  by  supporters  of  suspended  Tribal 
President  Harold  Dean  Salway. 

The  violent  occupation  of  Wound  Knee  in  1973  lasted  for  71  days. 

"We  got  people  here  24  hours  a day.  This  is  a symbol  of  our  cause,"  said 
William  Swift  Hawk,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  peaceful  occupation  one 


recent  morning. 

The  occupation  is  the  byproduct  of  a split  between  Salway  and  the  17 
members  of  the  Tribal  Council,  which  suspended  Salway  without  pay  amid 
allegations  that  he  misappropriated  relief  dollars  sent  to  the  reservation 
for  last  year's  tornadoes. 

It  comes  at  a critical  time  for  the  poverty-stricken  reservation,  which 
is  admittedly  close  to  insolvency. 

"This  occupation  has  caused  the  near  total  collapse  of  the  Oglala  Sioux 
Tribe.  And  if  anyone  cannot  see  that  they  must  not  be  reading  between  the 
lines.  It  has  brought  us  near  the  brink  of  receivership,"  said  Tribal 
Council  member  Craig  Dillon  of  Martin,  S.D. 

"We  are  trying  to  keep  this  house  of  cards  together,"  Dillon  said. 

He  hopes  an  election  this  fall  will  put  an  end  to  the  occupation.  Salway 
and  several  other  Tribal  Council  members  are  up  for  re-election. 

"I'm  encouraging  everyone  to  get  out  and  run.  All  of  these  guys 
(occupiers)  who  have  these  brilliant  ideas  to  take  us  back  to  the 
traditional  ways  of  governments  should  run,"  Dillon  said. 

"I'm  hoping  that  it  will  bring  an  end  to  a lot  of  this  created  chaos." 

Salway  said  he  does  not  know  whether  he  will  run  for  re-election. 
However,  he  suspects  he  will  be  forced  into  the  race. 

"I'm  so  burnt  out  from  this  madness.  It's  hard  to  know  at  this  point, 
but  my  supporters  will  probably  put  me  back  in,"  he  said. 

Salway  blamed  the  troubles  and  his  suspension  on  Treasurer  Wesley 
"Chuck"  Jacobs,  whom  Salway  accused  of  controlling  a voting  block  on  the 
council  in  opposition  to  his  presidency. 

He  said  the  battle  began  when  he  cast  the  deciding  vote  against  a 
proposed  $8  million  debt  retirement  bond,  which  was  intended  to  alleviate 
the  financial  troubles  of  the  reservation. 

"I  couldn't  see  committing  all  this  revenue  when  it  could  go  for  more 
critical  needs,"  said  Salway,  who  considers  his  suspension  illegal. 

Both  he  and  Tribal  Council  members  have  accused  each  other  of 
mismanagement  of  funds.  Both  sides  predict  that  they  will  be  vindicated  by 
an  audit  currently  being  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

In  the  meantime.  Tribal  Council  members  continue  to  travel  to  Rapid  City 
S.D.,  to  hold  their  meetings.  They  also  can  be  found  conducting  business 
inside  the  tribe's  economic-development  office.  They  have  found  it  tough 
going  without  the  files  and  computers,  which  remain  in  the  tribal  building 

"We've  had  to  adapt  and  overcome  a lot  of  obstacles,  finding  new  places 
to  meet  and  get  our  accounting  system  up  and  running,"  Dillon  said. 

The  feud  is  especially  frustrating  to  those  members  of  the  tribe  who  say 
it  saps  energy  away  from  more  pressing  needs  of  the  reservation  in 
southwestern  South  Dakota,  which  consistently  ranks  as  one  of  the  poorest 
areas  of  the  nation. 

"It  does  defer  our  focus  a lot,  and  it  is  time-consuming,"  Dillon  said. 

Salway  agreed.  But  he  said  he  hopes  that  when  the  battle  ends,  the  tribe 
will  have  a new  form  of  tribal  government  that  will  more  closely  resemble 
the  spiritual  and  political  needs  of  the  tribe. 

He  said  it  is  unfair  that  the  Tribal  Council,  which  is  elected  on  a 
district-by-district  basis,  has  more  power  than  the  president,  who  is 
elected  by  the  entire  reservation. 

He  and  others  would  like  to  restructure  tribal  government  so  it  would 
more  closely  resemble  traditional  tribal  government  and  give  the  president 
more  power  and. 

"I'm  elected  at  large.  They're  elected  by  their  own  constituency.  For 
them  to  have  greater  power  than  the  will  of  the  majority  is  contradictory 
to  the  electorate  process,"  he  said. 

It  is  unknown  when  the  occupation  will  end. 

Rumors  abound  on  the  reservation  that  tribal  police  are  preparing  to 
oust  the  occupiers.  However,  Dillon  doubts  that  will  happen.  He  said  no 
building  is  worth  risking  lives  to  retake. 

"As  far  as  I'm  concerned,  it  can  go  on  until  now  and  forever.  I don't 
believe  there  is  a building  on  this  reservation  that's  worth  one  person 
getting  hurt  over,"  Dillon  said. 

The  occupiers,  who  have  said  they  are  unarmed,  said  they  will  not  leave 


until  Salway  is  reinstated.  In  addition,  they  want  Jacobs,  the  tribal 
treasurer,  and  the  entire  Tribal  Council  removed. 

"We  voted  them  in  and  we  (now)  want  to  get  them  out,  but  they  won't 
listen,"  Swift  Hawk  said. 

"RE : Residents  of  Pine  Ridge  Call  For  Truth"  
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PRESS  RELEASE 

Dune  26,  2000  Will  Mark  25  Years  Since  The  Incident  At  Oglala 

Local  Residents  of  Pine  Ridge  Call  For  Truth,  Reconciliation,  and  Freedom 

For  Leonard  Peltier 

CONTACT: 

- ROBERT  QUIVER,  COORDINATOR  OF  THE  LAKOTA  STUDENT  ALLIANCE  (605)  867-1507 
tatankanajin@hotmail . com 

- BRUCE  ELLISON,  ATTORNEY  AT  LAW  605-348-9458 
WHAT:  PRESS  CONFERENCE 

WHERE:  OGLALA,  PINE  RIDGE  RESERVATION,  SOUTH  DAKOTA,  DUMPING  BULL  PROPERTY 
WHEN:  DUNE  26,  2000  AT  11:00AM 

WHO:  DEAN  DAY,  NILAK  BUTLER,  NORMAN  BROWN,  DINO  BUTLER,  EDGAR  BEAR  RUNNER, 
ROSLYNN  DUMPING  BULL  AND  BRUCE  ELLISON 

WHY:  Dune  26,  2000  will  mark  25  years  since  a shoot-out  at  Oglala  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  would  culminate  in  the  deaths  of  two  FBI 
agents  and  one  member  of  the  American  Indian  Movement.  Still  today,  a 
quarter  century  later,  the  incident  remains  vivid  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
all  who  were  affected.  On  Dune  26,  2000  members  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement  who  resided  on  the  Dumping  Bull  Ranch  where  the  incident  occurred, 
and  local  residents  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  will  gather  in 
Oglala  to  call  for  healing.  This  will  be  the  first  time  many  have  seen  each 
other  or  discussed  the  incident  since  it  occurred.  In  the  early  morning, 
ceremonies  will  be  held  for  AIM  member  Joseph  Killsright  Stuntz  and  FBI 
agents  Jack  Coler  and  Ronald  Williams,  all  of  whom  were  killed  during  the 
fatal  shoot-out. 

Dean  Day,  an  AIM  member  who  lived  on  the  ranch,  invited  the  families  of 
the  agents  to  the  ceremonies.  "They  share  a common  grief  with  us.  We  too 
lost  many  of  our  loved  ones  during  that  time.  We  are  not  enemies,"  she 
said.  Between  1973  and  1976,  64  people  affiliated  with  the  American  Indian 
Movement  were  murdered,  but  virtually  no  prosecutions  were  brought  against 
those  responsible.  Those  participating  in  the  gathering  are  asking  that  the 
loss  of  their  loved  ones  also  be  recognized  so  that  reconciliation  can 
begin.  They  say  that  the  tragic  deaths  of  the  FBI  agents  were  amongst 
numerous  tragedies  that  occurred  during  the  era,  mostly  against  local 
traditionalists.  They  are  also  asking  for  the  release  of  Leonard  Peltier 
who  has  served  some  24  years  for  the  deaths  of  the  agents  despite  the 
government's  admittance  that  they  do  not  know  who  shot  them.  His  release 
they  say,  would  be  the  first  step  in  balancing  the  scales  of  justice  and 
closing  a chapter  of  history  wrought  with  conflict. 

Those  participating  will  attend  strategy  meetings  to  develop  ways  to  bring 
both  truth  and  reconciliation  to  what  was  a very  violent  and  turbulent  time 
on  Pine  Ridge.  "You  will  find  that  governments  all  over  the  world,  from 
South  Africa  to  Germany,  are  admitting  past  mistakes  in  an  effort  to  bring 
peace  and  closure  to  prior  conflicts,"  said  Bruce  Ellison,  former  Wounded 
Knee  Legal  Offense/Defense  Committee  attorney,  "now  we  are  asking  the  US 
government  to  do  the  same." 
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Tribe  hopes  citizenship  to  stretch  across  border 
By  Stephanie  Innes 
Arizona  Daily  Star 
Dun.  18,  2000 

SAN  MIGUEL  - Four  times  each  week  Lavern  Dose,  a soft-spoken  Tohono 
O'odham  woman,  ferries  tribal  members  over  a remote  cattle  guard  that's 
also  traveled  by  drug  smugglers  and  illegal  border-crossers . 

For  Dose  there  is  no  moral  dilemma  over  breaking  the  law  to  bring  people 
from  Mexico  - most  of  them  elderly  or  needing  medical  care  - to  their 
tribal  hospital  in  Sells. 

"It  makes  no  sense  not  to  take  them,"  she  said. 

That's  why  the  Tohono  O'odham  people  soon  will  ask  the  U.S.  government 
to  help  heal  an  old  division,  said  Margo  Cowan,  general  counsel  for  the 
tribe . 

The  barbed-wire-and-wood  fence  at  San  Miguel,  broken  only  by  the  cattle 
guard,  splits  the  traditional  homelands  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico. 

About  1,300  of  the  tribe's  24,000  enrolled  members  live  on  the  Mexican 
side.  The  tribal  government  hopes  Congress  will  grant  all  of  them  U.S. 
citizenship  - something  the  Texas  Kickapoo  tribe  achieved  for  a limited 
number  of  its  Mexican  members  in  the  1980s. 

Tohono  O'odham  officials  also  will  ask  Congress  for  a passport  waiver, 
to  allow  a tribal  enrollment  card  to  be  proof  of  citizenship. 

Dose,  42,  is  a U.S.  citizen  who  lives  in  a border  village.  But  many  of 
the  people  she  drives  to  the  tribal  capital  of  Sells,  25  miles  north  of 
the  border,  live  in  Mexico.  They  don't  have  travel  visas,  passports  or 
even  birth  certificates,  further  placing  them  at  risk  of  deportation  or 
arrest . 

"Our  Mexican  members  are  considered  aliens,  and  yet  they  are  members  of 
the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation,"  said  Tribal  Vice  Chairman  Henry  Ramon.  "They 
get  Indian  Health  Services  benefits  - they  have  that  right,  but  they  can't 
come  across  the  border  for  a lack  of  documents." 

Historical  oversight 

Tribal  leaders  trace  the  problem  to  a historical  oversight  dating  back 
147  years  to  the  Gadsden  Purchase,  when  the  United  States  bought  30,000 
square  miles  of  land  from  Mexico,  including  Tucson  and  most  of  southern 
Arizona.  That  purchase  did  not  account  for  the  needs  of  indigenous 
residents,  Cowan  said. 

"The  O'odham  welcomed  the  Europeans  and  indeed  it's  ironic  they  are  not 
free  in  their  own  lands  anymore,"  Cowan  said. 

The  United  States  did  not  address  the  citizenship  issue  when  it 
officially  recognized  the  Tohono  O'odham  as  a tribe  in  the  1930s,  she 
added . 

Although  indigenous  Canadians  are  free  to  roam  across  the  U.S. -Canadian 
international  boundary,  the  treaties  that  protect  those  tribes  don't  apply 
to  Mexico. 

"What's  happening  to  the  O'odham  people  couldn't  have  been  intended 
because  it's  just  beyond  the  pale,"  Cowan  said. 

Getting  travel  visas 

As  a stopgap  measure  while  the  tribe  pushes  for  the  larger  fix,  it  is 
working  with  the  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service,  Mexican 
authorities  and  the  U.S.  Consulate  in  Nogales  to  obtain  U.S.  travel  visas 
for  its  members  who  live  south  of  the  border. 


Last  year,  104  members  were  issued  renewable  B1/B2  travel  visas  - known 
as  "laser  visas"  - in  a $10,000  pilot  program.  The  tribe  hopes  to  persuade 
its  11  districts  to  approve  an  additional  $100,000  appropriation  to  get 
visas  for  the  remaining  undocumented  Mexican  members.  Those  members 
include  64-year-old  Alicia  Bustamante,  who  has  had  heart-bypass  surgery 
and  often  needs  medical  attention  in  Sells.  Bustamante,  whose  small  stucco 
home  sits  in  Mexico  and  faces  the  Tohono  O'odham's  sacred  Baboquivari  Peak 
in  Arizona,  does  not  consider  herself  Mexican,  she  said  recently.  She 
speaks  only  English  and  O'odham. 

One  of  the  members  who  received  a priority  visa  last  year  was  100-year- 
old  Luis  Duan,  who  lives  on  the  Mexican  side  in  the  village  of  Cumalito. 

Duan  was  in  a car  with  lose  a little  more  than  a year  ago  when  two 
officers  from  an  unknown  agency  pulled  guns  on  them  until  they  produced 
proof  of  tribal  membership,  they  said. 

Duan  recalled  that  before  getting  his  visa,  he  was  turned  back  from  the 
border  while  driving  with  his  nephew.  He  said  it  was  because  of  their 
Spanish  names. 

Sometimes  hassled 

lose  said  she  frequently  is  questioned  and  sometimes  hassled  by  both 
Mexican  and  U.S.  authorities  during  her  trips.  The  questioning  intensified 
over  the  past  couple  of  years,  lose  said,  as  more  U.S.  Border  Patrol 
agents  were  sent  to  monitor  the  75  miles  of  the  reservation ' s border  with 
Mexico. 

"The  border  is  a reality,"  responded  Sean  Murphy,  a U.S.  consul  in 
Nogales,  Sonora,  "and  a number  of  officials  on  both  sides  have  worked  on 
this  in  a spirit  of  goodwill  to  attempt  to  find  a reasonable  solution  to 
this  problem  within  the  confines  of  the  law." 

Murphy  said  the  process  of  getting  a U.S.  laser  visa  under  American  law 
requires  obtaining  a Mexican  passport,  which  is  why  Mexican  authorities 
were  also  involved. 

The  Tohono  O'odham  visa  program  has  been  successful  enough  that  it  is 
now  being  used  as  a model  for  San  Diego's  Kumeyaay  tribe,  which  also  has 
members  living  in  Mexico,  Murphy  said. 
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From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 
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Sub j : "ELDER" 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

Crown  Questions  Cree  Elder's  Testimony  In  Alberta  Native  Lawsuit 

HOBBEMA,  Alta.  (CP)  For  the  second  straight  day,  the  defence  chipped  away 
at  historical  evidence  provided  by  Cree  elders  in  support  of  the  Samson 
Cree  Nation's  $1. 4-billion  lawsuit  against  the  federal  government. 

Federal  lawyer  Clarke  Hunter  gently,  but  effectively,  raised  questions 
about  the  veracity  of  testimony  provided  by  Margaret  Quinney,  a Cree  elder 
from  the  Frog  Lake  First  Nation  in  east-central  Alberta. 

Elders  including  Quinney  are  providing  the  Federal  Court  trial  with  oral 
histories  _ stories  passed  down  from  generation  to  generation  _ that 
reveal  how  the  Cree  perceived  Treaty  6,  signed  with  the  "Queen's 
representative"  in  1876. 

The  trial  began  in  Calgary  in  March.  It  was  moved  to  a high-school 
auditorium  in  Hobbema  last  week  to  facilitate  the  testimony  of  the  elders, 
many  of  whom  are  too  old  and  frail  to  travel  to  Calgary. 

The  elders  are  testifying  in  Cree  which  is  then  translated  to  English,  a 
difficult  process  that  has  resulted  in  numerous  delays. 

The  band  is  suing  Ottawa  for  what  it  alleges  is  five  decades  of  government 
mismanagement  of  oil  and  gas  revenues. 

Quinney  has  earlier  insisted  she  heard  the  Treaty  6 story  only  from  her 
grandfather . 


Hunter  produced  a transcript  of  an  interview  Quinney  allegedly  did  with 
some  researchers  at  the  Saddle  Lake  First  Nation  home  of  Charles  Blackman 
in  1974.  Reading  from  the  transcript,  Quinney  refers  to  hearing  about 
Treaty  6 from  a man  named  Fred  Horse. 

Quinney  denied  having  ever  entered  the  home  of  Charles  Blackman.  She  also 
denied  hearing  any  stories  about  the  treaty  from  Horse. 

She  had  no  recollection  of  the  interview  with  the  researchers. 

Hunter  read  another  passage  from  the  transcript  that  appeared  to  raise 
doubt  about  Quinney' s objectivity  as  a witness. 

In  the  passage,  Quinney  tells  the  native  researchers  that  Indian  people 
had  to  unite  for  the  good  of  the  people,  unite  to  fight  against  the 
government  and  she  wondered  why  no  research  had  been  done  on  Indian  treaty 
rights . 

"Do  you  remember  saying  something  like  that?"  Hunter  asked. 

"I  don't  recall,  but  maybe  I did,"  Quinney  said  through  an  interpreter. 

The  testimony  of  the  elders  is  expected  to  last  another  week.  The  trial 
will  then  adjourn  for  the  summer  and  is  set  to  resume  in  Calgary  in 
October. 

"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 
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Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  friends. 

Below  is  Leonard  Peltier's  statement  for  the  25  year  memorial  and  honoring 
at  Oglala.  We  will  be  unable  to  answer  emails  until  Dune  29.  If  you  need 
to  communicate  with  us,  please  send  your  messages  after  Dune  28th.  Thank 
you . 

In  Solidarity, 

LPDC 

Dune  26,  2000 

Greetings  Friends  and  Supporters, 

Twenty-five  years  has  passed  since  the  fatal  shoot-out  on  the  Dumping  Bull 
Ranch  occurred,  and  for  twenty-five  years  I have  been  forced  away  from  my 
people  and  my  home,  which  I consider  Oglala  to  be.  I miss  being  with  all 
of  you  as  I have  always  loved  and  respected  the  Lakota  ways.  I have  always 
admired  the  Lakota  people,  especially  the  Oglalas  for  their  strength, 
determination,  and  courage  to  continue  the  struggle  to  maintain  our 
traditional  ways  and  sovereignty.  Not  a single  day  passes  when  I do  not 
dream  of  being  home  with  you.  Twenty-four  years  is  a long  time  to  be  in 
prison,  but  if  I was  out  and  you  were  facing  the  same  kind  of  brutality  you 
faced  under  the  Wilson  regime,  I would  not  hesitate  to  stand  next  to  you  and 
resist  the  violent  oppression  you  were  forced  to  endure. 

But  I am  not  out,  I remain  locked  up  in  here,  and  it  has  not  been  an  easy 
24  years.  Prison  is  a repulsive,  violent  place  to  exist  in.  But  again, 
none  of  this  could  stop  me  from  standing  with  you  until  the  great  Oglala 
Nation  is  free.  I know  a lot  of  problems  continue  to  exist  for  you. 

Corrupt  tribal  government  officials  are  still  taking  advantage  of  the 
people  and  crimes  committed  against  Natives  receive  little  if  no  priority. 

It  makes  me  very  sad  to  know  that  after  everything  we  went  through  in  the 
1970 's  our  people  still  continue  to  suffer  so  much.  The  memory  of  all  of 
those  who  lost  their  lives  during  that  time  also  continues  to  haunt  me. 

As  we  gather  together  during  this  time  of  remembrance,  I am  aware  that  the 
FBI  has  also  organized  a 25-year  memorial  for  their  dead  agents.  I do  not 
fault  them  nor  do  I disagree  with  what  they  are  doing.  I think  all  people 
should  gather  in  memorial  for  any  of  their  fallen.  But,  when  you  analyze 
this  whole  event  of  theirs,  you  are  slapped  in  the  face  with  the  cold 
reality  of  racism.  Not  once  have  they,  nor  will  they  mention  our  fallen 
warriors  and  innocent  traditionalists  slaughtered  in  the  70's  after  Wounded 


Knee  II.  They  will  not  even  as  much  as  mention  Doe  Killsright  Stuntz.  We 
cannot  even  get  an  acknowledgement  from  them  that  they  were  wrong  in 
supporting  such  a cruel  and  corrupt  regime  as  Dick  Wilson's.  They  continue 
to  deny  that  any  Indian  people  were  killed  as  a result  of  their  direct  input 
with  the  terrorist  squad , the  GOONS.  The  fact  is  they  do  not  think  of 
Indian  people  as  human  beings.  Whenever  you  deny  that  such  atrocities 
happen,  and  we  know  they  did  happen,  it  only  means  they  don't  consider  the 
people  who  died  to  be  human.  Hitler's  regime  felt  the  same  about  the  lews. 

But  please  don't  misunderstand  my  frustration  for  a lack  of  sympathy  about 
the  loss  of  the  agents'  lives.  I do  feel  for  the  families  of  the  agents 

because  I know  first  hand  what  it  is  like  to  lose  a loved  one.  I have  lost 

many  loved  ones  through  the  years  due  to  senseless  violent  acts.  If  I had 

known  what  was  going  on  that  day,  and  I could  have  stopped  it,  I would  have. 

But  in  order  for  us  to  bring  reconciliation  to  what  was  a very  difficult 
time  we  first  must  have  justice.  We  must  continue  to  ask  when  the  lives  of 
our  people  will  be  given  the  same  respect  and  value  as  others.  When  will 
they  stop  carelessly  locking  up  our  people  without  applying  the  scrutiny  and 
care  the  judicial  system  is  supposed  to  guarantee?  When  will  guilty  beyond 
a reasonable  doubt  become  a standard  that  applies  to  us?  When  will  our 
guilt  have  to  be  proven,  rather  than  assumed?  We  suffer  equally,  but  we  are 
not  treated  equally.  There  is  hope  for  a better  future  and  for  peace.  But 
in  order  for  us  to  live  in  peace,  we  must  be  able  to  live  in  dignity  and 
without  fear. 

In  closing,  I want  to  say  that  your  voices  are  important  and  your 
involvement  in  the  effort  to  gain  my  freedom  is  crucial.  You  know  the  truth 
and  only  you  can  express  the  reality  of  those  brutal  times.  It  is  also 
important  that  you  explain  to  the  youth  what  we  stood  for  and  why,  because 
they  are  our  hope  for  the  future.  They  can  carry  out  our  dream  for  our 
people  to  have  pride  in  their  culture,  good  schools,  food,  and  health  care, 
and  most  importantly,  justice.  Please  know  that  I continue  to  be  here  for 
you  too,  although  I am  limited  in  what  I can  do  from  behind  these  walls. 
However,  I will  continue  help  in  whatever  I can  from  here.  The  one  thing  my 
situation  has  brought  me  at  least,  is  a voice,  and  my  voice  is  your  voice. 

So  please  do  not  hesitate  to  write  me  or  contact  the  LPDC  to  inform  me  of 
what  is  going  on. 

I am  growing  older  now  and  my  body  is  beginning  to  deteriorate.  I 
sometimes  wonder  just  how  much  longer  I will  be  with  you  all  on  Mother 
earth.  I hope  that  it'll  be  a while  longer  because  I long  to  be  with  you, 
my  family  and  friends,  to  share  some  time  together.  If  not,  and  I don't 
make  it  home  to  you,  I will  always  be  with  you  in  spirit,  at  every  Sun 
Dance  and  Inipi  Ceremony,  remembering  both  the  happy  and  the  painful 
times  we  shared. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  lustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
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"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Dune  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 


compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


I would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone  that  is  interested  in  writing  to  me. 

I am  of  Mexican  and  Native  American  descent.  I am  from  Oxnard,  California.  I 
study  both  heritages  through  two  different  college:  UCLA  in  Los  Angeles  and 
the  University  of  Santa  Barbara.  I have  been  studying  these  two  heritages 
for  the  past  nine  years.  If  you  could  send  me  an  address  of  anyone  who  may 
be  interested  in  writing  as  pen  pals  from  your  internet,  I would  be  able  to 
assist  them  in  a positive  way  about  the  Native  American  heritage.  I do 
appreciate  all  assistance  from  you.  Please  keep  up  the  good  work  you  are 
doing.  I will  be  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  again  on  February  15,  1999. 
Thank  you  for  your  help  and  May  God  Bless  you  all. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

Max  Maurice  Majeno 
#74722.012 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

Carlos  G.  Cruz  Fontanez 

#07647-069-B235 

Box  PMB  Atlanta,  GA  30315 

5'7",  165  lb.  Brown  eyes,  black  hair 

Age  37 

I was  interested  in  yer  Native  Prison  Pen-Pal  list.  I would  really 
appreciate  if  ya  could  put  me  on  the  list.  Thanks.  May  the  Great  Spirit  be 
with  y'all.  This  is  young  wolf-dancer.  Until  Next  Time 
Sincerely, 

Ed  Brady  (Blue  Horse) 

#28270-008 
Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

I'd  like  to  be  a part  of  the  Native  pen  pal  list.  Here  is  a little  about 
myself.  I'm  from  a rez  in  South  Dakota,  a tribe  of  the  Lower  Brule  Sioux 
(Kul  Wicha'sa  Oyat'e).  I am  30  years  old  and  a proud  father  of  5 beautiful 
children.  4 boys  and  1 daughter!  They  are  my  life!  I'd  also  like  you  all  to 
know  that  when  I pray  and  sweat,  I not  only  do  this  for  myself,  but  for  all 
of  the  Creator's  people!  Thank  you  once  again.  Hope  to  see  you  all  again 
someday  soon.  You're  in  my  prayers. 

In  the  Struggle  of  Life, 

Russell  Crazy  Bull  - Lakota  - 

#11712-073 

Box  PMB 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  Danet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

— "RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  - 

Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  22:34:36  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis(3epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - May  4,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  WATCHWORD  OF  THE  WILL. 


Now,  when  the  race  is  just  begun. 

With  all  its  warmth  and  zest. 

And  twice  the  needful  gifts  and  powers 
Are  trembling  in  your  breast. 

While  Fortune  beckons  just  before, 

Whle  Hope  is  in  the  van. 

Resolve  with  all  your  strength  and  soul 
To  do  the  best  you  can! 

The  best  you  can!  The  time  will  come 
When  that  will  seem  too  small  - 
Ambition  scarcely  worth  the  pains. 

So  grievous  is  its  fall! 

To  pick  the  scattered  fragments  up? 

Accept  the  altered  plan? 

It  almost  needs  a hero's  heart 
To  do  the  best  you  can! 

Dangers  and  downfalls  lie  in  store 
For  every  soul  alive. 

And  life,  in  truth,  is  not  a case 
Of  three  and  two  are  five. 

But  trust  me,  he,  and  only  he. 

Is  wiser  than  the  rest. 

Who  puts  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel 
And  simply  does  his  best. 

Some  chance  is  always  left  at  hand. 

If  not  the  chance  we  sought. 


And  none  can  tell  what  good  may  fall 
From  the  least  deed  or  thought; 

Then  take  the  troubles  as  they  come. 
Acquit  you  like  a man. 

Accept  your  part  with  all  your  heart. 
And  do  the  best  you  can! 

-[DORA  READ  GOODALE. 


PROMPT  PEOPLE. 


DON'T  live  a single  hour  of  your  life  without  doing  exactly  what  is  to 
be  done  in  it,  and  going  right  through  it  from  the  beginning  to  end. 
Work,  play,  study,  -whatever  it  is,  take  hold  at  once  and  finish  it 
squarely,  then  do  the  next  thing,  without  letting  any  moments  drop 
between.  It  is  wonderful  to  see  how  many  hours  these  prompt  people 
contrive  to  make  of  a day;  it  is  as  if  they  pick  up  the  moments  which 
dawdlers  lose.  And  if  you  ever  find  yourself  where  you  have  so  many 
things  pressing  that  you  hardly  know  how  to  begin  let  me  tell  you  a 
secret;  Take  hold  of  the  very  first  thing  that  comes  to  hand  and  you 
will  find  the  rest  all  fall  into  file  and  follow  after,  like  a company 
of  well  drilled  soldiers'  and  though  work  may  be  hard  to  meet  when  it 
charges  in  a squad,  it  is  easily  vanquished  if  you  can  bring  it  into 
line. 

- [Selected . 


[PHOTO  of  Dr.  W.T.  HARRIS,  Commissioner  of  Education.] 


AN  OLD  TIME  FUNERAL. 


It  was  in  the  early  morning  of  a dreary  day  in  November  that  I heard 
that  weird  and  plaintive  wailing  of  the  women  which  announced  that  the 
end  had  come.  On  the  next  afternoon  I saw  the  funeral  procession  about 
to  start  from  the  door  of  my  neighbor's  cabin,  and  immediately  resolved 
to  follow  at  a respectful  distance  to  one  of  several  little  unfenced 
burying  grounds  on  the  hill. 

There  were  many  stragglers  like  myself,  and  when  we  reached  the 
shallow,  open  grave,  I saw  that  this  was  to  be  in  all  respects  save  one, 
an  old  time  Indian  funeral  such  as  is  seldom  seen  nowadays.  The  only 
difference  was  that  a good  many  years  ago,  the  dead  were  buried  in  trees 
or  on  high  scaffolds  instead  of  in  the  ground. 

A beautiful  white  horse  had  been  led  at  the  head  of  the  procession, 
laden  with  gaily  colored 

[continued  page  4] 
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"The  Story  of  the  Little  Big  Horn/'  as  told  by  Dr.  Eastman  from  the 
Indian  standpoint  and  illustrated  with  portraits  of  some  of  the  chiefs 
who  took  part  in  that  famous  battle,  will  appear  in  the  Chautauquan  for 
Duly. 

We  regret  to  learn  of  the  death  at  his  home  on  the  Osage  reservation 
of  Edward  Albert,  a student  here  for  a number  of  years  who  left  us  some 
time  ago.  His  family  have  the  sympathy  of  friends  and  classmates  at  the 
school . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levant  S.  Mason  will  celebrate  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary  Wednesday  evening.  May  ninth,  at  their  home  in  Damestown, 
N.Y.  Many  friends  at  Carlisle  will  join  in  congratulations  to  this 
couple  upon  their  long  and  happy  journey  through  life. 

Miss  Reel,  the  general  superintendent  of  the  Indian  schools,  says  she 
is  glad  to  get  back  to  the  Phoenix  Indian  School.  She  considers  this 
place  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  all  of  those  she  visits.  A number  of 
the  Indian  schools  lack  the  advantages  of  green  grass,  shrubbery, 
flowers  and  shade  and  in  these  essentials  the  Phoenix  Indian  school  will 
become  more  beautiful  each  year.  -[Native  American. 

Doseph  Flynn  of  troop  C,  4th  Cavalry,  writes  from  Manila  that  he  has 
been  in  several  skirmishes  during  the  last  campaign.  He  is  now 
stationed  four  miles  south  of  old  Manila  along  the  bay.  There  are  five 
ex-Carlisle  boys  on  the  island,  and  Doseph  says  he  saw  Lovet  Halftown 
not  long  ago,  but  did  not  have  a chance  to  talk  to  him.  We  are  glad  to 
hear  that  he  is  doing  well,  and  has  many  friends  in  the  troop. 

A recent  letter  from  Supervisor  Charles  D.  Rakestraw  contains  the 
following:  "Not  long  since  I had  the  pleasure  of  inspecting  the  work  of 
a 'Carlisle  boy'  as  a teacher,  and  I found  him  doing  excellent  work.  He 
is  certainly  a credit  both  to  himself  and  to  the  school  where  he  was 
educated . " 

Would  you  know  the  secret  of  success;  why  some  people  succeed  where 
others  fail?  Here  is  the  answer  that  Turner,  the  great  artist,  made  to 
the  query  of  a lady:  "What  is  your  secret  of  success?"  asked  the  lady. 
Mr.  Turner  simply  said,  "I  have  no  secret,  madam,  but  hard  work." 
Whatever  a man's  work  may  be,  the  road  to  success  is  the  road  of  common 
sense,  energy  and  industry. 

It  costs  $1,000  to  get  married  in  the  Indian  Territory,  that  is  if  you 
want  to  marry  an  Indian  woman.  The  price  of  a Chickasaw  marriage 
license  to  white  men  was  formerly  $400.  A year  ago  it  was  raised  to 
$600,  and  now  the  price  is  $1,000.  Each  Chickasaw  usually  has  property 
valued  at  about  $5,000.  The  license  act  was  passed  with  the  approval  of 
President  McKinley  because  many  indolent  white  men  marry  Indian  girls, 
gain  possession  of  their  property,  and  then  desert  them.  -[Oklahoma  Sun. 

The  tailors  and  the  printers  seem  to  be  having  trouble  of  their  own  - 
they  having  played  two  games  of  baseball  since  the  last  issue  of  the 
HELPER  and  neither  side  can  yet  claim  the  victory.  The  first  game 
resulted  in  a tie,  score  3-3  and  the  second  6-4  in  favor  of  the  typos, 
but  it  was  an  uneven  inning  game.  The  championship  game  will  be  played 
Saturday  evening.  No  doubt  Mr.  Shelley,  their  able  instructor,  who  is 
an  old  base  ball  player,  will  give  his  boys  lectures  on  "base  ball 
science"  in  the  meantime,  and  post  them  so  well  that  the  typos  will  have 
to  use  some  of  their  "art  preservative"  to  preserve  their  name  and 
record . 

Speaking  of  the  recent  visit  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  Band,  "The  Boston 
Transcript"  says:  "Fifty-five  Indian  youths,  all  in  charge  of  a full 
blooded  Apache  Indian,  with  no  white  manager  or  disciplinarian  nor  any 
other  white  man  with  them  at  all,  spent  a week  in  Boston  without  the 
smallest  incident  of  disorder.  There  was  no  drinking,  nor  any  other 
infraction  of  the  most  seemly  requirements  of  good  conduct.  It  is 
almost  unimaginable  that  the  same  number  of  students  from  Harvard,  Yale, 
Cornell  or  even  Amherst,  should  spend  a week  in  a distant  city  on  a 
concert  or  any  other  sort  of  tour  without  some  of  their  members 
indulging  in  a spree." 


(P  3) 

Flower  beds  are  planting. 

The  bakers  make  good  bread. 

Miss  McIntyre  is  out  again. 

Mr.  Frank  Fludson  spent  Sunday  in  New  York  City. 

After  two  weeks  rest  the  band  has  again  resumed  its  practice. 

Miss  Jacobs,  of  the  sewing  room,  who  has  been  ill  for  sometime,  is 
improving. 

Miss  Cochran  is  giving  one  half  day  to  the  magazine  work  in  the 
library. 

Among  the  "farm  goers"  this  week  two  typos  went:  Oscar  Davis  and 
Thomas  Saul. 

A party  of  40  boys  left  for  country  homes  Tuesday  morning  and  36  girls 
on  Thursday. 

And  what  did  our  relay  team  do  at  Philadelphia  last  Saturday?  Ask  the 
Dickinson  boys. 

The  newly  repaired  roads  and  freshly  whitewashed  fences  give  the 
grounds  a trim  appearance. 

A leading  and  progressive  Sioux  chief  sends  us  a dollar  for  two  years' 
subscription  to  the  Red  Man. 

The  Standard  society  always  receive  favorable  reports  as  to  the 
sensible  and  often  spirited  programmes  presented. 

Miss  Cutter  has  received  some  violets  and  ferns  from  May  Riley  in 
Kansas,  which  arrived  perfectly  fresh  after  their  long  journey. 

The  successive  country  parties  are  materially  thinning  the  ranks  in 
the  lower  grades  of  the  school.  The  higher  grades,  however,  still  hold 
their  own. 

Miss  Nana  Pratt  came  home  Sunday  morning,  leaving  the  rest  of  the 
family  at  the  Philadelphia  hospital.  Both  Major  Pratt  and  Miss  Richenda 
are  improving. 

Miss  Sara  Smith,  Librarian,  is  rapidly  bringing  to  completion  a 
type-written  shelf  list  of  all  books  in  the  library,  which  will  be 
placed  in  the  various  rooms  for  consultation. 

17  to  0 is  what  Georgetown  University  gave  to  our  base  ball  team  on 
Wednesday,  at  Washington.  Defeat,  it  is  said,  is  sometimes  our  greatest 
glory,  and  that  is  a good  way  to  look  at  this  one. 

Miss  Luckenbach,  who  has  completed  a ten  years'  term  of  service  at 
this  school,  left  us  on  Monday  for  Phoenix,  Arizona.  Fler  many  warm 
friends  among  students  and  employees  bade  her  a reluctant  farewell,  and 
wish  for  her  all  success  and  happiness  in  her  new  field.  A brooch  of 
gold  and  pearls,  in  the  shape  of  an  edelweiss,  was  among  the  parting 
tokens  offered. 

Miss  Lida  Standing  has  returned  to  her  work  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital . 

The  three  literary  societies  are  planning  to  hold  a joint 
entertainment  in  a week  or  so. 

Sarah  LaBelle,  who  is  seriously  ill,  left  for  her  home  in  South  Dakota 
Tuesday  night,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Eastman. 

The  drawing  classes  are  reveling  in  color  these  days.  What  dainty 
violets  smiled  upon  us  from  the  Normalites  on  Tuesday!  The  frog  ponds 
in  each  room  are  teeming  with  life.  No.  6 can  boast  the  largest. 

The  Junior  girls  and  others  who  spent  Saturday  afternoon  on  the 
mountains  near  Hunter's  Run  were  more  fortunate  in  their  weather  than 
the  previous  party  had  been,  and  equally  successful  in  the  search  for 
flowers . 

Boo!  so  close  did  the  Alumni  team  come  to  being  shut  out  by  Oom  Paul's 
team,  alias  Frank  Beaver,  Wednesday  evening  that  they  actually  felt 
chilly.  Overthrows  galore  on  the  part  of  the  Alumni  team  and  runs 
plentiful  for  the  Boers,  hence  the  "awful"  score  of  5 to  1 against  the 
"dignitaries . " 

Miss  Weekly  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  Daniel  Chester  French,  the 
sculptor,  to  both  divisions  this  week.  Pictures  of  some  of  his  most 
renowned  works  were  shown  and  others  described.  The  chapel  talks  are 
sources  of  pleasure  and  profit  to  all,  and  most  of  profit,  perhaps  to 
the  teachers  who  give  them. 


At  teachers'  meeting  for  the  week  Misses  Boewrsox,  Cutter,  Wood, 
Newcomer  and  Mrs.  Cook  discussed  various  phases  of  Interest  and  Will 
stimulus.  Prof.  Bakeless  continued  the  topic  of  language  work  in  sixth 
grade,  showing  the  necessity  for  a logical  presentation  of  the  technical 
and  practical  side  in  all  composition  work. 

Mr.  Bennett  says  that  he  is  planting  a larger  garden  than  ever  before, 
to  supply  the  increased  number  of  students,  and  the  season  so  far  is 
favorable.  He  has  just  set  out  a large  addition  to  the  strawberry  bed, 
which  is  certainly  good  news;  and  also  tells  us  that  he  has  fifty 
setting  hens  at  present.  The  farm  premises  are  looking  unusually 
attractive,  this  spring. 

The  Susans  had  an  interesting  impromptu  debate  last  week  on  the 
question:  Resolved,  That  civilization  increases  human  happiness.  The 
speakers  on  the  negative  side  brought  out  very  effectively  some  of  the 
arguments  used  by  ethnologists  and  others  against  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians.  However,  the  judges  decided  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
affirmative . 


(continued  from  page  one) 

cloth,  with  beaded  pouches  and  moccasins,  finely  tanned  skins  and  other 
articles  of  value.  He  stood  quietly  by  while  the  coffin  was  lowered. 

It  was  a plain  pine  box,  two  or  three  times  larger  than  was  necessary. 
When  I inquired  the  reason,  in  a whisper,  of  one  of  the  women,  she 
replied  that  after  dressing  the  dead  in  her  handsomest  garments  and  as 
many  ornaments  as  could  be  possibly  worn,  they  had  wrapped  her  in  a 
number  of  blankets  and  placed  about  her  in  the  coffin  as  many  of  her 
most  cherished  possessions  as  it  would  hold.  The  rest  were  put  upon  the 
horse  for  general  distribution  at  the  close  of  the  ceremonies. 

A large  tent,  which  had  been  her  personal  property,  was  now  carefully 
spread  over  the  box,  and  the  earth  slowly  filled  in.  During  all  this 
time,  the  relatives  and  other  mourners  stood  about  in  a circle,  and 
there  seemed  to  be  regular  times  for  crying  and  mourning,  succeeded  by 
periods  of  profound  silence.  While  the  crying  was  going  on,  one  or  two 
old  women  would  chant  the  praises  of  the  dead  in  a peculiar  wailing 
tone. 

Other  members  of  the  family  who  had  died  long  before  were  likewise 
mentioned,  and  their  names  were  signals  for  fresh  demonstrations  of 
grief.  During  one  of  these  intervals  of  excitement  one  of  the  women 
bent  over  the  partially  exposed  coffin  of  a relative  who  had  slept  there 
peacefully  for  many  years,  and  with  a loud  burst  of  sobs  removed  her  new 
shawl  and  spread  it  over  him,  remaining  uncovered  in  the  piercing  wind 
to  the  end  of  the  long  ceremony. 

At  last  the  rough  mound  was  complete,  and  amid  a breathless  silence, 
the  favorite  horse  of  my  little  neighbor,  with  all  his  gay  trappings, 
was  led  close  to  its  side. 

Then  the  man  who  had  been  selected  to  perform  the  act  placed  his 
revolver  almost  against  the  forehead  of  the  beast,  and  fired!  One 
thrilling  scream,  almost  human  in  its  death  agony  - one  leap  into  the 
air,  and  the  noble  animal  lay  beside  his  mistress. 

The  horse's  scream  was  instantly  repeated  in  a louder  and  more 
long-continued  storm  of  sobbing  and  wailing  than  any  which  had  preceded 
it,  and  in  the  height  of  this  outburst  the  animal's  burden  of  finery  was 
released  from  his  body  and  distributed  among  the  mourners.  Thus  ended 
this  strange  scene. 

IACOZAWIN . 


It  is  while  you  are  patiently  toiling  at  the  little  tasks  of  life  that 
the  meaning  and  shape  of  the  great  whole  of  life  dawns  upon  you.  It  is 
while  you  are  resisting  little  temptations  that  you  are  growing 
stronger . 

-Philips  Brooks. 

A LITTLE  GIRL'S  LETTER  FROM  ALASKA. 


Saxman,  Alaska,  April  16,  1900. 


Dean  Readers  of  the  INDIAN  HELPER: - 

I was  born  in  Alaska  in  the  year  1890.  I go  to  school  to  Mrs.  Young 
and  I learn  very  fast.  I have  been  through  the  Fourth  Reader  twice.  I 
like  the  school  very  much. 

This  is  a new  town;  there  are  some  little  houses  and  big  houses. 
Sometimes  two  or  three  families  live  in  one  house.  It  is  all  in  one 
room.  Some  houses  have  no  stoves,  but  build  a fire  in  the  middle  of  the 
room  and  the  families  all  sit  around  it.  There  is  a hole  in  the  roof 
for  the  smoke  to  go  out. 

In  the  spring  we  go  away  in  big  canoes  to  catch  fish  and  kill  some 
deer  for  winter. 

We  have  plenty  rain  here;  it  rains  most  all  the  time.  It  rains  more 
than  the  sunshine,  and  it  snows  some  in  winter. 

If  you  like  this  letter  I will  write  you  more  about  the  country  and 
our  people. 

EFFIE  OLAFSON. 


Base  Ball  Schedule  for  1900. 

Sat.  April  7th,  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  lost  6 to  7. 
Wednesday,  April  11th,  Mercersburg  at  Mercersburg;  lost  11  to  12. 
Thursday,  April  12th,  Syracuse  here;  won  7 to  5. 

Wednesday,  April  18th,  Lebanon  Valley  College  at  Lebanon;  tie  4 to  4. 
Saturday,  April  21st,  Cornell  at  Ithaca;  lost  13  to  4. 

Thursday,  April  26th,  our  second  team  at  Mercersburg;  lost  12  to  6. 
Wednesday,  May  2nd,  Georgetown  at  Washington. 

Thursday,  May  3rd,  Susquehanna,  here. 

Sat.,  May  5th,  Mercersburg,  here. 

Sat.,  May  12th,  Albright,  here. 

Wed.,  May  16th,  Lehigh  at  South  Bethlehem. 

Sat.,  May  19th,  Albright  at  Myerstown. 

Sat.,  May  26th,  Bucknell  at  Lewisburg. 

Tuesday,  May  29th,  Gettysburg,  here. 

Wed.,  May  30th,  Pennsylvania  R.R.Y.M.C.A.  at  Philadelphia. 

Sat.,  Dune  2,  Lafayette  at  Easton. 

Sat.,  Dune  9,  Gettysburg  at  Gettysburg. 

Wed.,  Dune  13th,  State  at  State. 


Engima . 

I am  made  of  14  letters. 

My  6,  7,  10,  11  is  what  we  do  to  animals. 

My  3,  4,  5,  10,  14  is  what  some  people  differ  about. 
My  6,  7,  5 is  very  black. 

My  13,  8,  9,  13  is  a hue. 

My  5,  4,  2,  3 is  to  what  may  be  done  with  a farm. 

My  6,  8,  12  is  what  some  people  put  on  their  roofs. 
My  whole  is  what  most  people  like. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Trailing  Arbutus. 

"RE : Dress  Blues"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Dun  2000  02:17:06  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Sub  j : dress  blues 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dress  Blues 

It  was  February  I guess  in  Gallup  at  Richardson's  Pawn  down  on  Front 
Street.  It  was  near  noon  outside,  and  the  air  was  crisp  and  cold.  The 
back  counter  was  busy  with  those  wanting  to  pawn  the  things  they  had. 
Each  had  something  to  lay  out  on  the  corner,  there  were  many  there,  so 
I waited  in  line  and  looked  at  those  gathered  there.  They  looked  to  be 
all  Navajo.  Some  dressed  for  the  cold,  wearing  coats,  overalls  and 


others  the  finery  for  a Saturday  in  town.  There  was  the  usual  crowd  - 
old  men  and  some  old  women  who  wore  scarves  holding  onto  grandchildren 
I suppose.  There  were  family  men  and  their  wives,  cowboys  some  of  them. 
There  were  those  there  who  looked  like  they  had  a rough  night  and 
still  hungover.  Some  girls  stood  together  with  small  bracelets,  looked 
like  they  were  trying  to  catch  the  bus  or  something.  Along  the  walls  on 
the  side  were  the  jewelry  cases  and  those  who  were  looking  at  all  the 
silver  and  turquoise  jewelry.  The  back  of  the  line  was  long  there  and  I 
could  see  it  was  moving  slow. 

I heard  a voice  speak  to  me  and  turned  to  see  a White  woman  and  she 
asked,  "Can  you  tell  if  it  is  real  or  fake?"  I looked  at  her  and  she 
was  looking  to  buy  something,  maybe  a concho  belt  or  something. 

"They  are  all  real,  they  only  sell  the  real  McCoy  here,"  I said.  I 
turned  around,  but  she  continued  on  talking.  She  had  a pleasant  voice, 
it  sang  in  the  way  talked.  Her  eyes  were  clear  and  gray  colored,  they 
looked  straight  into  mine.  This  was  a city  girl,  cuz  most  women  don't 
look  at  you  that  way.  She  asked  some  questions  and  we  spoke  a little 
bit.  She  told  me  she  was  from  Texas,  visiting  the  place  maybe  by  chance 
looking  for  a rug,  and  a silversmith  to  make  her  a few  things. 

"I  come  from  a place  where  they  make  rugs  I said,  I might  know  someone 
who  could  help  you."  She  said,  it  would  be  good  to  buy  something 
straight  from  the  person  who  made  it. 

When  you  hear  these  things,  you  have  to  stand  back  and  really  look  at 
the  person  standing  there,  weighing  whether  it  was  really  worth  the 
trouble  to  do  such  a thing,  because  there  are  always  complications 
about  taking  someone  out  to  look  for  a rug  when  you  don't  really  know 
them.  You  have  to  bring  them  into  the  circle  of  people  you  know,  some 
family  and  your  community.  It  is  a lot  to  ask  such  a thing,  but  this  I 
guess  is  what  she  wanted  to  do. 

Someone  who  asks  thinks  it  is  a business  deal,  just  a short  transaction 
but  they  don't  know  it  is  a lot  more,  and  they  learn  how  it  is  when 
they  are  in  the  midst  of  it.  After  a long  drive  to  bring  them  to  where 
they  can  find  rugs,  jewelry  from  the  maker  is  far  from  the  city  lights 
of  Gallup.  There  will  be  time  together,  and  a lot  of  driving  to  a far 
off  spot  way  out  in  the  middle  of  nowhere.  Some  can't  take  it  and  get 
scared,  frightened  by  the  way  of  life,  the  remoteness  and  not  knowing 
if  it  is  safe  to  go  way  out  there. 

This  one  looked  to  be  a free  spirit  willing  to  go  to  such  lengths  to 
find  a rug.  Will  she  drink  my  aunt's  coffee  and  eat  her  stew  you 
think,  will  she  find  that  no  plumbing  and  an  outhouse  to  use  too 
uncivilized.  You  think  about  such  things. 

I thought  about  a story  told  around  home,  about  a young  soldier  who 
came  back  on  the  Greyhound  with  his  young  bride.  It  was  sometime  ago 
now,  over  by  Sheep  Springs  after  Korea  I guess.  It  is  way  out  there 
this  place.  Sheep  Springs,  but  it  is  near  the  road.  It  takes  a while  to 
get  there  in  those  days  the  road  from  Gallup  to  Shiprock  was  dirt  and 
so  the  long  Greyhound  took  them  that  way. 

He  was  from  just  East  of  there,  from  out  on  the  flat,  a young  soldier, 
a Marine  in  dress  blues.  Somehow,  those  blues  attract  a lot  of  Navajo 
young  men  and  they  look  good  in  the  that  uniform,  pants  cut  straight 
with  the  ground,  stove  pipe  legs,  a thin  waist,  gallant  and  handsome, 
straight  back  and  hair  cut  short  and  when  they  move  it  is  like  a razor 
when  you  see  them;  the  crowd  parts  like  the  Red  Sea  in  front  of  them. 

Yes  that  is  what  those  dress  blues  can  do. 

Well  he  brought  a girl,  some  say  she  was  Japanese.  She  had  skin  that 
was  like  white  chalk,  clear  and  light  with  jet-black  hair.  She  had  met 
this  young  man  and  listened  to  his  talk  of  distant  mesas,  of  the 
mountain  to  the  West,  of  strange  and  interesting  things  like  Sings, 
ceremonies  and  a life  like  she  had  never  heard  of  or  seen  before.  When 
he  spoke  he  had  a dreamy  look  in  his  eyes  and  she  could  see  it  with 
him.  What  a place  and  the  People  who  lived  there  were  just  like  him.  In 
time  she  gave  her  heart  and  soul  to  him  and  said  I will  follow  you  back 
to  your  place. 

They  made  the  long  trek  across  the  ocean,  back  to  Twenty  Nine  Palms 
and  left  by  bus.  They  came  to  Gallup,  to  the  bus  station  on  Route  66 


and  ate  across  the  street  at  the  White  Cafe.  The  Navajos  there  looked 
at  her  and  thought  that  she  must  be  Pueblo,  some  kind  of  Pueblo  from 
maybe  over  by  Albuquerque. 

She  was  quiet  and  did  not  look  around  and  spoke  softly  to  this  young 
Marine  in  dress  blues.  They  ate  and  left,  the  bus  would  not  be  around 
for  an  hour.  They  walked  around  town  and  she  saw  the  land  was  dry,  more 
so  than  she  had  thought.  There  were  some  drunks  walking  around,  some 
asking  for  money  so  they  could  visit  the  Mexican  bootleggers  there. 

She  did  not  understand  this,  he  explained  that  Indians  could  not  drink 
liquor,  it  was  against  the  law.  They  could  not  go  into  any  bars  or 
liquor  stores,  so  the  bootleggers  provided  the  drinks.  She  thought  this 
was  strange,  as  it  was  available  to  anyone  in  her  own  country. 

She  could  see  from  the  treatment  they  received  from  the  ticket  agent, 
that  these  Indians  were  not  liked  in  town,  the  dress  blues  meant 
nothing  to  the  agent.  They  had  to  wait  outside.  Indians  could  not  wait 
inside  with  the  White  people.  She  was  tired  and  wanted  to  sit  down  but 
couldn't.  There  was  an  outhouse  out  back  to  use  for  the  bathroom,  and 
the  one  inside  was  reserved  for  others.  She  looked  at  this  outhouse. 

It  was  an  awful  sight,  but  she  bore  it  and  used  it.  She  didn't  want  to 
look  around  too  closely  but  she  did  and  noticed  the  smell  was  terrible. 
There  was  no  place  to  wash  up  and  she  could  not  see  one. 

The  young  man  in  dress  blues  felt  ashamed  for  her  that  he  could  not 
offer  anything  better.  The  bus  came  and  they  got  on  it  and  sat  near  the 
back.  It  was  near  midday  and  they  headed  out  of  town.  As  they  went 
north  he  pointed  out  a store  and  told  her,  that  the  place  sold  cooked 
sheep  heads  a delicacy  for  his  people.  She  just  looked  at  him  and 
didn't  say  anything. 

As  they  drove  further  north  the  land  turned  dry  and  there  were  not 
trees.  The  dust  rose  from  the  dirt  road  and  there  was  no  more  town.  It 
was  clear  that  this  was  not  what  she  thought  it  would  be  like.  The 
drive  was  long  and  it  was  a quiet  ride.  After  stopping  here  and  there, 
she  would  see  Indian  people  get  off  the  bus,  but  there  was  no  house,  or 
car  or  train  to  meet  them.  They  just  started  to  walk  across  this  barren 
landscape. 

"Where  are  they  going  she  said?"  He  told  her  that  they  live  where  you 
can't  see  the  houses;  they  live  way  out  there.  She  just  looked  at  him 
and  didn't  say  anything.  She  said  where  is  the  water,  the  streams  and 
lakes,  where  are  the  trees.  He  told  her  that  water  had  to  be  hauled  by 
wagon  in  some  cases  from  a long  way  off.  She  said  will  we  have  to  do 
this.  He  said,  yes.  She  was  quiet  and  asked  about  the  trees,  do  you 
have  trees  where  you  live.  He  said  on  the  flat  land  there  are  no  trees 
where  I live,  they  are  on  the  mountain.  She  could  see  the  mountain 
rising  in  the  West. 

Community  people  were  there  at  the  trading  post,  getting  supplies  and 
water  from  the  springs  nearby.  They  saw  the  bus  pull  up  and  it  stopped 
by  the  road.  A young  Navajo  Marine  got  out  and  pulled  his  duffel  bag 
out  and  laid  it  on  the  ground.  As  he  stood  there,  a Pueblo  girl  with 
clear  light  skin  got  off.  The  driver  went  into  the  trading  post  and  the 
bus  sat  there  waiting  for  him  to  return. 

She  stood  there  and  looking  around  at  everything  around,  she  told 
him,  "I  can't  stay  here." 

She  got  back  on  the  bus  and  the  driver  returned  and  it  drove  off.  He 
just  stood  there  in  his  dress  blues  - and  watched  her  go. 

She  left  him  and  never  came  back.  It  is  a story  that  still  is  talked 
about  around  those  places  when  people  sit  around  and  remember  things. 

I stood  there  and  thought  about  the  Dress  Blues,  and  did  this  all  came 
to  me  in  an  instant  it  seemed  like.  This  woman  looking  for  a rug  looked 
friendly,  a wanderer  maybe,  maybe  it  would  be  all  right.  I collected 
my  pawn  and  looked  at  her  and  said,  "Good  luck"  and  went  out  the  door... 

rustywire 

www . geocities . com/ rustywire 


RE:  Poem:  In  The  Wind" 


Date:  Thu,  18  Mar  1999  11:51:16  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiLlsdinvnohii.net> 

Sub j : "In  The  Wind" 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

"IN  THE  WIND" 

Grandfather, 

Quietly  alone, 

I walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather, 

Through  my  ancestor's 
I walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather, 

Of  the  shadows  gone  by, 

I walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather, 

The  path  of  the  Circle, 

I walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather, 

In  life  we  live. 

And  we  die. 

As  we  walk  within, 

A time  that  is 
In  the  wind. 

Grandfather , 

May  the  spirit  of  my  people. 

Always  live  on. 

As  we  walk  within, 

A time  that  is, 

A time  that  always  will  be. 

Forever, 

In  the  wind. 

Wednesday,  March  17,  1999 
by: 


<>  kibbey@sierra . net  <> 
<>  http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/7027  <> 
<>  "Larry  Kibby",  Program  Director  <> 
<>  Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  <> 
<>  Elko  Indian  Colony  <> 
<>  1581  Pinenut  Circle  <> 
<>  Elko,  Nevada  89801-2577  <> 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  07:03:24  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  2-8 


IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

2 

The  beauty  of  the  wilderness  renews  my  spirit. 

3 

We  were  all  born  in  the  stars. 

4 

Rejoice  with  the  storms  of  the  earthj  shout  joy  with  the 
voice  of  the  thunders! 

5 

The  wonder  of  childhood  is  preserved  within. 

6 

Choose  the  path  taken  by  only  a few,  for  it  leads  to  wisdom. 

7 

Dance  joyously  in  the  memory  of  your  ancestors,  your  kupuna. 

8 

Life  is  all  around  us,  ...  and  within. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  25  Dune  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  07:25:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Duly  4th  - Full  Circle  Celebration  of  Native  America 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

MA-NA-TA-KA 

EVENT:  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 
DATE:  Friday  Dune  30th, 2000  ~ 4 th  of  Duly  weekend! 

PLACE:  The  Convention  Center,  Manataka,  Arkansas, 

Hot  Springs  National  Park. 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  people  of  the  land  made  pilgrimages 
to  MA-NA-TA-KA,  The  Place  of  Peace,  The  Valley  of  the  Vapors, 

The  Great  Gathering  Place,  The  Place  of  the  Healing  Waters, 

Home  of  the  Rainbow  Woman. 

According  to  researchers,  over  34  language  groups  traveled 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  in  great  councils 
at  Manataka.  The  sights  they  beheld  were  unbelievably 
beautiful.  The  experiences  they  cherished  were  remembered 
in  song  and  dance  for  generations! 

For  the  first  time  in  over  200  years,  this  will  be  the  first  of 
many  more  to  come. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native  America  is  a depiction 
of  what  our  culture  was,  and  what  it  is  today.  FULL  CIRCLE 
is  the  story  of  Manataka,  told  in  song,  dance,  and  story 
telling.  The  performance  is  extremely  dynamic,  moving  and 
a thunderstorm  of  color!  Representing  dozens  of  American 
Indian  Nations  are  musicians,  dancers,  singers,  and  story 
tellers,  who  touch  the  audience  with  tears,  joy,  excitement 
beyond  description. 

The  combination  of  pounding  drums,  jingling  dancer's  feet. 


awe  inspiring  stories  of  ancient  tradition  make  for  an  evening 
of  fantastic  edu-tainment . FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native 
America  will  be  a spectacular  event  to  remember! 

FEATURING: 

BILL  (Ghostdance)  MILLER 

Bill  Miller  is  the  winner  of  five  1999  Native  American  Indian 
music  awards  including:  Artist  of  the  year.  Best  Male  Artist, 

Folk  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  and  Song  writer  of  the  Year. 

GAYLE  ROSS 

Gayle  Ross  is  a wonderfully  moving  and  fantastically  funny  story 
teller  of  the  Cherokee.  Her  works  have  been  enjoyed  by  audiences 
all  over  the  country. 

ECHOES  OF  EARTH  AND  SKY 

Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky;  features  two-world  class  fancy  dancers. 
Rob  Greyhill  (Navajo)  and  Jennifer  Meness  ( Algonquin).  Awesome 
examples  of  Native  artistry  are  intertwined  with  enchanting  songs 
and  fascinating  stories  of  creation,  love,  and  adventures. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  DANCE  COMPANY 

The  Great  American  Indian  Dance  Company;  is  a fantastic  group 
just  back  from  a tour  of  Europe  where  they  received  standing 
ovations  at  every  show.  The  Great  American  Indian  Dancers  are 
the  best  powwow  performers  in  the  nation! 

THE  SELECT  CHOIR  - CHEROKEE  CHILDRENS  CHOIR 

The  Select  Choir;  is  20  children  dressed  full  regalia  that  perform 
Indian  sign  language  in  the  beautiful  Cherokee  language. 

TICKET  INFORMATION 

The  GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  10:30  p.m.,  free,  no 

admission  charge! 

A MATINEE  SHOW  - Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky  with  Gayle 
Ross  starts  at  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  go  on  sale  May  1st, 2000. 

DOORS  OPEN  TO  THE  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICA  AT  7:30  P.M.  Tickets  go  on  sale 
May  1st, 2000. 

Children  and  adults  will  be  given  a special  opportunity  to  see 
and  participate  in  the  Great  American  Indian  Craft  Exposition. 

They  will  see  American  Indians  make  jewelry,  clothing,  hunting 
weapons,  baskets  and  many  other  crafts.  They  will  see  real 
life-size  tepees  and  hear  special  presentations. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  tickets,  please  send  us  your 
name  and  address,  telephone  number  and  email  address. 

Tell  us  how  many  reserved  and/or  general  admission  tickets 
you  need.  E-mail  MANATAKA@HOTMAIL.COM 

To  purchase  tickets  by  phone,  dial  TOLL  FREE  1-888-747-9185 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted  please  have  your  card  ready! 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by:  Manataka  American  Indian 
Council,  Hot  Springs  Art  Center 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Jimmy  Boy  Dial"  < JBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 


this  yean.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 


Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 
Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 


tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 


a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 

Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
Doan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

DULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONDUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Dacksonville,  IL 


HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  DUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  3UNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99(3yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 


Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana , Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Friday 
8 PM 


Grand  Entry 
Saturday 

1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 
Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

3r . Girl ' s Cloth 
3r.  Boys  Straight 
3r.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Friday  Night 
49  Contest 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Coordinator 


Activities 

Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning  Sunday  Morning 

Stop  Dance  Leader  Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Horseshoe 

Bridget  Cook  Tournament 

Coordinator  Chrisie  & Wayne 

(Ages  3-12)  Blalock 

Coordinators 


Shell  Shaker 
Contests  Day 
Blalock 
Coordinator 


Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc . edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Dasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Dackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Dennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 


intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Doyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Sub j : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

available  phone  numbers  listed  for  further  information: 

Oneida  Pow-wow 

Dune  30-Duly  2,  2000 

1-800-236-2214 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 

32nd  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Pow-wow 
Wichita,  Kansas 
Duly  28,29,30/2000 
316-821-9997 

Tulsa  Pow-wow  Club 
Tulsa  Convention  Center 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Dune  23,24,25,  2000 

Narrangansett  Nation  Intertribal  Pow-wow 
Duly  7,8,9, ,2000 
401-364-1100  ext.  203 
Email:  QUAHNA@yahoo.com 

Sussex  County  Pow-wow 
New  York  City  Area 
Duly  8-9 
718-686-9297 

Global  Peace  Walk 
In  Honor  Leonard  Peltier 
Duly  1-4,  2000 

Riverfront  Park  near  Leavenworth,  Kansas  Federal  Prison 
Kansas  Phone:  785-842-5774 

Global  Peace  Walks  scheduled  for  other  major  areas  in  US. 
St.  Louis  August  15,  2000 

United  Nations  - New  York  - October  24,  2000 
Washington,  D.C.  - October  9,  2000 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 


From:  gans@netcom.com 
Sub j : The  Circle 

Pow  Wow  Calendar 
5/1/00 

Dune  27-Duly  2 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribes  19th  Annual  Pow  Wow  & Summer  Gathering 

Sault  Ste  Marie,  Michigan 

Fore  more  info  call  1-800-793-0660. 

Dune  30-Duly  2 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow  grounds,  WI 

Grand  entries  are  at  1 & 7 on  Sat,  and  1 p.m  on  Sun.  For  more  info  call  Dim 
at  (715)  779-3152. 

Duly  7-9 

Prairie  Island  Dakota  Dance  & Singing  Championships  Pow-Wow 
Prairie  Island  is  located  10  miles  north  of  Red  Wing  MN,  on  County  Road 
#18.  The  Pow  Wow  grounds  are  next  to  Treasure  Island  Resort  & Casino.  Free 
Admission.  For  more  info  call  1-800-554-5473,  ext.  4103  or  4126. 

Duly  14,  15,  16 

Sugar  Island  4th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan 

Free  Admission.  For  more  info  & directions  call  1-800-793-0660. 

Duly  21,  22,  23 

Honoring  Our  People  Pow  Wow 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Maawanji ' iding 

Ojibwa  Campground 

Baraga,  MI 

For  more  info  & directions  call  Pauline  Spruce  at  (906)  353-6623,  ext. 

4140. 

Duly  29,  30 
Gagaguwon  Pow-Wow 
OuSable  Children's  Park 
Oscoda,  MI 

For  more  info  call  Doe  or  Sue  at  (517)739-1994,  or  email  at 
gagaguwon@hotmail . com . 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  03  Dun  2000  17:22:41  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Summer/Fall  Events  Listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000- 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 


Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 

~Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them 
are  being  listed  for  the  first  time.~ 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation.* 

Dune  30-Duly  2:  Cherokee  4th  of  Duly  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC.  There  will  be  fireworks  at  11pm  on  Duly  1.  Info: 

(828)  497-3481. 

Duly  6-8:  17th  Annual  Tomato  Festival,  Ripley,  TN.  Salutations  to  another 
fruit  that  originated  in  the  America's.  Info:  (901)  635-9541. 

Duly  8-9:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Cumberland  University 
in  Lebanon,  TN.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian 
Rights  and  the  Tanasi  Ma'tera  Indigenous  Circle,  this  event  has  been  moved 
from  its  former  location  at  Dim  Warren  Park  in  Franklin  to  the  Cumberland 
University  Football  Field  in  Lebanon.  HM:  Damie  Pheasant;  HL:  Stephanie 
Lewis-Pheasant;  MC:  Doe  French;  AD:  Randy  Medrano;  HD:  TBA;  Guest  Northern 
Drum:  Eagle  Crossing.  All  dancers  & guest  drums  are  welcome.  Hours: 

10am-9pm,  Saturday;  10am-5pm,  Sunday.  GE:  1:00pm  each  day.  Info:  Gilbert 
Cupp  (615)  791-0646,  Diane  or  Sandy  Perry  (615)  871-0940,  or  Pat  Cummins 
(615)  885-9402. 

Duly  15-16:  Charity  Pow  Wow  for  the  Special  Wish  Foundation,  at  Dillon  State 
Park,  near  Zanesville,  OH.  This  foundation  grants  wishes  to  terminally  ill 
children.  HM:  Dimmy  LaQuay;  HL:  Tammy  LaQuay;  AD:  Wayne  Appleton;  HV:  Bob 
Gibson;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  HD:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  Guest  Drums:  Little  Hawk, 
Mystic  Lake  Singers,  Red  Bird  Singers,  Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  more.  All 
dancers  & singers  will  be  fed,  provided  camping  sites,  and  showers.  Info: 
jennis@zoomnet.net  or  littlesquirrel55@hotmail.com. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  Dim  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9027. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Derry  Denton;  HL:  Daye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Under  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow,  Greensboro,  NC. 
Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weapons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 


photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Sun,  25  Dun  2000  16:38:10  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 
HARLAN  MCKOSATO  IS  ON  VACATION  THE  WEEK  OF  6/26/00-6/30/00.  DURING  THIS 
WEEK,  NAC  IS  PLEASED  TO  WELCOME  GUEST  HOST  PATTY  TALAHONGVA 
HOST:  Patty  Talahongva  WELLNESS  HOST:  Doaqlin  Estus 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  Dune  26  - 30,  2000 
MON  - 6/26:  Incident  at  Oglala  the  25th  Anniversary 
The  25th  anniversary  of  the  shoot-out  at  Oglala  is  coming  up.  AIM  activists 
are  calling  for  a healing  ceremony  regarding  the  1975  shoot-out  where  two 
FBI  agents  and  an  Indian  activist  we're  killed  and  which  later  led  to  the 
imprisonment  of  Leonard  Peltier.  Can  we  bring  closure  to  the  incident  at 
Oglala?  Guests  include  Edgar  Bear  Runner  and  lean  Day  co-organizers  of  the 
25th  anniversary  events  from  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

TUE  - 6/27:  Native  Americans  in  the  Media: 

Recent  studies  have  shown  that  the  lack  of  Native  Americans  in  the  media 
has  an  adverse  affect  on  native  youth.  On  this  edition  of  Native  America 
Calling  we  look  at  those  affects  and  what  is  being  done  to  increase  the 
Native  presence  in  the  Media.  Invited  guests  include  Wes  Studi,  Cherokee 
actor  and  native  activist. 

WED  - 6/28:  Book  of  the  Month:  Women  on  the  Run: 

Cour  d'Lane  author  Danet  Campbell  Hale's  new  work,  "Women  on  the  Run", 

tells  the  story  of  6 women  who  have  lived  on  the  edge  and  managed  to  pull 

themselves  back  from  the  brink  of  despair  and  even  death.  loin  us  on  this 

Book  of  the  Month  Edition  as  we  visit  with  Danet  Campbell  Hale  and  the 
Women  on  the  Run. 

THU  - 6/29:  Ending  Commodity  Communities  (Food  and  Sovereignty): 

Our  food  sources  are  an  important  element  of  our  communal  well  being; 
however,  they  are  also  an  important  component  to  our  sovereignty.  Our 
ability  to  grow  food  is  a fundamental  human  right,  but  our  communities  have 
become  so  dependent  on  commodity  programs  and  store  bought  processed  foods 
that  many  of  us  do  not  even  consider  the  option  of  developing  our  own 
community  food  resources. 

FRI  - 6/30:  Fire  Safety: 

As  many  as  5000  people  die  from  fire  related  injuries  every  year  and  the 
hot  dry  days  of  summer  often  mean  fire  season  for  many  areas  of  the 
country.  Brush  fires  and  forest  fires  are  very  common  this  time  of  year  and 
the  4th  of  Duly  is  a potentially  disastrous  day  for  fire  officials  around 
the  nation.  Doin  Doaqlin  Estus  and  her  guests  on  the  next  "Wellness 
Edition"  of  Native  America  Calling  as  they  discuss  how  to  prevent  fires  and 
what  to  do  when  faced  with  one. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

Coming  in  Duly  "The  California  Indian  Radio  Poject"  . . . listen  online  at 
nativetelecom.org  or  contact  your  local  public,  community,  tribal  or 
low-powered  fm  radio  station  and  tell  them  to  carry  it! 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  lanet  Smith,  Gary  Smith,  Sonja  Keohane, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Liz  Pollard,  Buffalo  Folks,  Lona, 
Robert  Dorman,  KOLA  HQ,  John  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis, 
Larry  Kibby  via  Nancy  Thomas,  Chris  Milda,  Eric  Martin 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:51:55  2000 
Date:  Tue,  4 Dul  2000  19:08:06  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.028 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Klamath  return  from  harvest  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  RedRoad  Newsletter,  FOL-L  & 

Innu-L  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 

http : //www . a z star net . com/public /dnews/000630yaqui . html 
http : //www. a z star net . com/public/dnews/000630tohono. html 
http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ news/a rticles/0628bi lingua 128. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"I  cannot  think  that  we  are  useless  or  God  would  not  have  created  us." 

Goyathlay  (Geronimo),  Apache 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

j t 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 
t of  the  Republic  ( 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  J 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


I so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  - 
I Dourney 

j The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

For  the  record  Duly  4th  only  represents  independence  from  English 
oppression.  "English  Tyranny"  was  the  trap.  Independence  was  the 
release. 

Yet,  these  same  people,  who  should  have  known  better,  turned  right 
around  and  oppressed,  denied,  killed  and  enslaved  the  Peoples  of  Turtle 
Island  who  dared  to  defend  their  homes  and  way  of  being.  The  Creek  and 
Cherokee,  among  many  others,  can  tell  you  no  benefit  came  from  sharing 
the  land. 

These  escapees  from  European  overlords  brought  their  intolerance  and 
greed  with  them,  and  visited  them  on  those  who  lived  in  harmony  with  all 
of  Creator's  many  wonderful  gifts. 

Dominant  Society:  Shoot  off  your  fireworks.  Eat  your  hotdogs.  Many 
of  us  will  join  you.  After  all,  we  did  shed  more  blood  on  this  land  and 
on  behalf  of  this  land  than  did  any  of  you.  Dust  don't  expect  us  to  feel 
independent  when  we  can't  even  use  our  own  lands,  live  in  urban  hell  holes 
or  ghettos  called  reservations,  often  die  waiting  for  emergency  service 
at  short  staffed  IHS  hospitals....  Independent?  I don't  think  so. 
=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

PLEASE  READ  (AND  RESPOND  TO)  THIS: 

As  I noted  in  last  week's  editorial  Danet  and  I are  on  the  road, 
listening. 

One  of  the  things  I have  been  told  requires  your  help. 

My  elder  has  said  to  me,  "I  read  all  this  negativity,  see  all  this  finger 
pointing.  Where  is  the  accountability?  Where  does  anyone  say,  '...and 
this  is  what  I am  going  to  do  about  it.'?" 

I have  never  manufactured  one  breath  of  this  newsletter,  embellished 
one  word,  phrase,  sentence  or  article.  I'm  not  going  to  start  now. 

I am  asking  for  every  person  reading  this  to  drop  me  an  email  telling 
the  readers  what  _you_,  your  group,  your  tribe  are  doing  to  make  this  a 
better  place.  This  doesn't  have  to  be  an  earth  changing  event,  and  it 
sure  doesn't  have  to  be  Pulitzer  prize  writing.  Simply  grant  me  the  honor 
of  sharing  with  others  when  you  help  an  elder  eat,  repair  a home,  buy 
some  butane  or  keep  utilities  from  being  cut  off,  help  a child... 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 


News  of  the  people  feat 

- Stop  Shock  Therapy  on  Wolves 

- Mexico  Candidate 
Trucks  in  Backers 

- EZLN  Communique 

- Some  Latinos  Seek  Their 
Pre-European  Past  Culture 

- New  Yaqui  to  Examine  Firings 

- Walk  Around  Lake  Superior 

- Tribal  Farmland  Gets  Water 

- Flopi  Tribe  Retracts 
Misinformation 

- Bilingual  Schooling  Targeted 

- Canada  Linder  Attack 
Over  Indian  Oil  Rights 

- Letter  to  Minister  Nault 

"RE : Stop  Shock  Therapy  o 


ured  in  this  issue  

- Racist  School  Mascot  in  Maine 

- Squaw  Renaming  May  Flave  Exception 

- Legend  of  Blue  Jacket  Questioned 

- Western  Shoshone  at  Odds 
over  $121  Million 

- River  of  No  Return 

- RCMP  Looking  at  Two  More  Officers 
in  Native  Deaths 

- FBI  to  Examine  Cash  Shortfall 
at  Kiowa  Casino 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Wozhii  and  the  4th  of  July 

- Poem:  Grow  Corn 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 

n Wolves"  


Date:  Monday,  June  26,  2000  10:48  PM 
From:  "Kim"  <catrel@excite. com> 

Subj : Wolf  Alert 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  - 

From:  "andrea  lococo"  <alococo@wyoming.com> 


IMMEDIATE  ACTION  NEEDED 

TO  STOP  EXPERIMENT  TO  GIVE  WOLVES  SHOCK  THERAPY 

After  having  nearly  decimated  the  Sheep  Mountain  wolf  pack  through  lethal 
control,  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (USFWS)  has  now  captured  the 
pack's  four  remaining  wolves  and  placed  them  in  pens  on  Ted  Turner's  Flying 
D Ranch  in  Montana.  According  to  the  USFWS,  certain  members  of  the  pack  have 
preyed  on  livestock  in  the  past.  In  an  attempt  to  reverse  this  behavior,  the 
wolves  will  now  be  subjected  to  what  can  only  be  described  as  an  exceedingly 
cruel  experiment  in  the  hope  of  changing  their  natural  predatory  behavior. 

Beginning  in  mid- July,  the  USFWS,  working  with  a researcher  with  the  USDA's 
Wildlife  Services  (formerly  Animal  Damage  Control),  will  place  shock  collars 
on  the  wolves  and  then  introduce  calves  into  the  pens.  When  and  if  the 
wolves  attempt  to  prey  on  the  calves,  they  will  be  shocked.  If  the  wolves 
survive  the  trauma  of  confinement  and  shock  therapy  and  it  appears  that  the 
shock  treatment  has  been  successful,  they  will  be  returned  to  their  home 
territory  in  October. 

For  the  umpteenth  time,  wildlife  is  paying  an  unacceptable  price  to 
appease  a handful  of  livestock  interests.  While  it  is  unreasonable  and 
undesirable  to  expect  wild  animals  to  change  their  behavior,  it  is 
reasonable  to  demand  that  livestock  ranchers  change  theirs  by  adopting 
measures  to  minimize  predation  --  routine  inspection  of  animals,  removal  of 
dead  carcasses  which  attract  predators,  corralling  of  livestock  at  night, 
using  guard  dogs,  avoiding  grazing  animals  in  predator-prone  areas,  etc. 

Our  wildlife  agencies  should  be  working  to  protect  the  interests  of  wild 
animals,  not  the  interests  of  an  industry  that  has  failed  or  is  unwilling 
to  accept  the  costs  of  doing  business.  If  we  want  more  than  token  wolves  in 
the  wild,  then  we  must  refuse  to  accept  widespread  government-sanctioned 
lethal  predator  control  and  repugnant  research. 

Please  contact  the  following  individuals  immediately  and  demand  that  they 
stop  this  senseless  and  cruel  experiment. 

Ed  Bangs,  Wolf  Recovery  Coordinator 
Jamie  Rappaport  Clark,  Director 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 


100  North  Park  Avenue,  Suite  320  1849  C Street,  N.W. 

Helena,  MT  59601  Washington,  D.C. 

Fax:  (406)  449-5339  Fax:  (202)  208-6965 
E-mail:  ed_bangs@fws.gov 
E-mail:  jamie_clark@fws.gov 

You  may  want  to  make  the  following  points  in  your  letter: 

- This  experiment  is  cruel,  and  even  if  successful,  will  have  little 
applicability,  if  any,  in  wolf  management,  especially  as  wolf  populations 
increase  and  expand  their  range.  The  value  of  wild  animals  is  in  their  wild 
nature.  Their  psychology  should  not  be  altered  to  placate  livestock 
interests . 

- Certain  areas  are  not  suitable  for  livestock  grazing  because  of  their 
remoteness  and  the  presence  of  predators.  If  ranchers  insist  on  grazing 
animals  in  these  areas,  then  they  must  bear  the  burden  of  their  folly. 

- Taxpayers  should  not  be  expected  to  pay  to  reintroduce  an  endangered 
species  only  to  turn  around  and  pay  more  to  have  these  animals  removed. 
Taxpayers  already  provide  enormous  subsidies  to  the  livestock  industry. 

Dust  as  tobacco  farmers  are  beginning  to  come  to  terms  with  changing  societal 
values,  livestock  ranchers  must  be  prepared  to  do  the  same. 

Andrea  Lococo 

Rocky  Mountain  Coordinator 

The  Fund  for  Animals 

P.O.  Box  11294 

Dackson,  WY  83002 

(307)859-8840 

Fax:(307)859-8846 
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Mexico  Candidate  Trucks  in  Backers 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
By  NIKO  PRICE 
6/24/2000 

TUXTLA  GUTIERREZ,  Mexico  (AP)  - The  sun  was  just  creeping  over  the 
mountains,  glinting  off  corn  in  the  fields  and  corrugated  metal  roofs,  as 
40  villagers  clambered  onto  the  three-ton  truck  Saturday  to  head  for  town, 
to  see  the  man  likely  to  become  president. 

The  men  from  Muktahok  village  live  in  the  rebellion-torn  highlands  of 
Mexico's  Chiapas  state,  but  there  were  no  ski  masks  Saturday  and  not  even 
a hint  of  rebellion:  A week  before  the  Duly  2 presidential  election,  these 
Indians  had  pledged  their  vote  for  Francisco  Labastida  of  Mexico's  ruling 
Institutional  Revolutionary  Party,  or  PRI. 

The  Zapatista  Indian  anti-government  uprising  in  Chiapas  has  drawn 
international  attention.  But  the  very  nature  of  Indian  cultures  here  - 
decisions  based  on  villagewide  consensus  - have  made  those  Indians  outside 
the  rebel  zone  a great  power  base  for  the  party  that  has  ruled  Mexico  for 
71  years. 

As  the  campaign  moves  into  its  final  days,  Labastida  is  counting  on  them 
for  a big  turnout. 

They  weren't  about  to  let  him  down. 

"The  opposition  doesn't  even  come  here,  because  they  know  we're  all  from 
a single  party.  We're  all  PRI-ista  here,"  corn  farmer  Chep  Ernantis  Peres, 

35,  said  in  Muktahok,  30  miles  east  of  Chiapas'  state  capital,  Tuxtla 
Gutierrez . 

He  was  among  the  40  villagers  - all  men  - who  rose  before  dawn  Saturday 


and  put  on  their  straw  cowboy  hats  and  dress-up  best,  including  what  was 
for  many  their  only  pair  of  shoes. 

Standing  tightly  packed,  they  lurched  against  one  another  for  90  minutes, 
grabbing  at  ropes  strung  overhead,  as  the  truck  growled  and  twisted  down 
the  serpentine  road  to  Tuxtla  Gutierrez. 

As  they  entered  the  capital,  policemen  waved  their  convoy  through  red 
lights  to  speed  them  to  the  rally  at  a soccer  stadium.  Inside,  tens  of 
thousands  of  other  PRI  supporters  awaited  Labastida,  many  holding  posters 
of  his  face  overhead  for  shade  from  the  scorching  sun. 

The  trip  to  the  state  capital  was  part  of  an  enduring  Mexican  political 
tradition:  the  "acarreo,"  or  "trucking  in"  of  supporters  to  back 
candidates.  In  few  places  is  it  stronger  than  Chiapas. 

The  largely  Indian  crowd  on  the  grass  stood  relatively  quiet  as 
Labastida  promised  more  jobs,  schools,  health  care  and  farm  support.  A 
news  helicopter  at  one  point  obliterated  his  words. 

When  the  candidate  promised  to  cut  the  prices  of  cooking  gas,  city 
dwellers  in  the  stands  cheered.  The  sweating  villagers  below,  many  of  whom 
cook  with  wood,  were  silent. 

Labastida  made  only  a brief  reference  to  the  Chiapas  rebellion,  saying 
he  would  seek  "the  way  of  peace." 

As  in  most  Indian  villages  in  the  rugged  mountains,  the  men  of  Muktahok 
met  well  before  the  elections  to  decide  their  vote. 

Entire  towns  weigh  the  pros  and  cons  of  each  candidate  and  decide  by 
majority  which  they'll  support.  On  election  day  the  entire  population  cast 
unanimous  ballots  in  his  favor. 

Rarely  does  a town  decision  go  against  the  PRI,  which  for  generations 
has  been  seen  as  the  source  of  government  largesse  and  goodwill. 

"The  corporate  vote  is  very  strong  here.  People  make  a collective 
decision  on  who  to  vote  for,"  said  Araceli  Burguete,  a political 
sociologist  in  San  Cristobal.  "People  are  very  afraid  of  being  excluded." 

In  Muktahok,  a muddy  village  of  700  people,  it  was  Dune  16  when  a voice 
in  the  Tzotzil  language  came  over  the  squawky  public-address  system:  "The 
local  authorities  call  everyone  to  gather  at  the  school  to  agree  on  the 
elections . " 

All  men  over  18  met  in  front  of  the  primary  school  to  consider  whom  they 
wanted  to  vote  for.  It  was  a short  discussion. 

"Nobody  asked  anything  because  we're  all  with  the  PRI,"  said  Chep's 
brother  Markux,  32.  "Labastida 's  supporters  came  here  and  told  us  he  would 
support  the  poor  people.  The  other  candidates  didn't  come  because  they 
know  we're  not  with  their  party." 

The  only  independent  poll  on  the  presidential  race  in  Chiapas  - taken  in 
early  Danuary  - showed  Labastida  with  a 25-point  lead. 

That's  still  a dramatic  drop  from  past  elections,  when  the  PRI  often 
claimed  90  percent  of  the  vote  in  Chiapas.  Other  parties  have  recently 
gained  force  in  the  cities. 

While  most  supporters  of  the  6-year-old  Zapatista  revolt  plan  to  vote 
for  leftist  candidate  Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas,  the  great  majority  of  Chiapas' 
Indians  still  cling  to  the  PRI,  and  will  vote  for  Labastida. 

Vicente  Fox,  who  is  running  just  behind  Labastida  in  the  polls 
nationwide,  has  almost  no  presence  in  Indian  communities  here. 

"Labastida  will  win  these  elections  here  because  the  Indian  vote  has 
traditionally  been  for  the  PRI,  and  now  even  more  because  women  didn't 
used  to  vote,"  Burguete  said. 
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Translated  by  irlandesa 

To  the  National  and  International  Press: 

Dune  19,  2000 
Ladies  and  gentlemen: 

A communique'  is  off,  with  our  position  on  the  upcoming  elections.  It  says 
what  it  says,  which  is  enough.  We  ask  for  clemency  for  the  editorial 
staff. 

Meanwhile,  here  we  are  shivering.  And  not  because  the  "croqueta"  Albores 
has  contracted  with  Alasraki  to  "improve"  his  image  (Albores  is  probably 
already  looking  for  work  promoting  dog  food),  nor  over  the  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  he's  going  to  pay  them  (with  money  originally  earmarked 
for  "resolving  the  conditions  of  poverty  and  marginalization  of  the 
chiapaneco  indigenous"  - Zedillo  dixit).  Nor  because  of  the  barking  by  the 
puppy  Montoya  Lie'vano  (he's  more  nervous  than  ever  because  he's  already 
discovering  that  it  was  his  "boys"  - his  paramilitaries,  that  is  - who  were 
the  ones  responsible  for  the  attack  on  Public  Security  in  El  Bosque  on  Dune 
12).  No,  we  are  shivering  because  we  are  getting  drenched  by  the  rain. 

And,  between  the  helicopters  and  the  rain,  we  can't  find  good  cover.  The 
sea  says,  whatever,  there  are  storms  and  storms  and  we  still  haven't  made 
it  to  Duly  3.  I sigh  and  curse  the  lack  of  umbrellas.  What  else  can  I do? 

Vale.  Salud,  and  look  and  see  if  there  are  any  birth  control  pills  around 
here.  There  is  more  than  one  ballot  box  in  urgent  need  of  them. 

>From  the  Promotional  Committee  for  the  Useless  Vote,  excuse  me,  from  the 
mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast. 

SupMarcos 

Mexico,  Dune  of  2000. 

P.D.  That  Tells  an  Ad  Floe  Tale  of  the  Current  Times 

Once  upon  a time  there  was  a poll  that  was  very  alone  and  abandoned.  It 
went  here  and  there  and  no  one  paid  it  any  attention.  In  desperation,  the 
alone-and-abandoned  poll  went  to  see  a specialist  in  marketing  and  image. 

The  publicist  cost  the  alone-and-abandoned  poll  very  dearly,  not  just 
because  of  the  check  he  had  to  pay  him,  but  also  for  what  the  taxi  cost 
which  was  waiting  outside  the  offices  for  him.  And  the  image  consultant 
was  much  in  demand  by  candidates  of  some  official  party.  The 
alone-and-abandoned  poll  followed  the  consultant's  directions  to  the 
letter,  and  he  completely  changed  his  "look"  (check  out  how  the  P.D.  is 
using  a new  vocabulary  now) . With  this  done,  he  went  back  to  the  party 
offices.  Everyone  received  him  with  enthusiasm,  and  he  became  very  famous 
and  much  sought  after.  While  he  was  walking  through  the  city  streets,  a 
child  saw  him  and  he  asked  his  mother:  Why  is  that  mirror  walking?  Tan, 
tan . 

Communique'  from  the  General  Command  of  the 
Clandestine  Revolutionary  Indigenous  Committee  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 
Dune  19,  2000. 

To  the  People  of  Mexico: 

To  the  Peoples  and  Governments  of  the  World: 

Brothers  and  Sisters: 

In  response  to  the  upcoming  national  election,  the  CCRI-CG  of  the  EZLN  says 
its  word: 

First.  - There  is  a war  going  on  in  Mexico.  In  the  mountains  of  the 
Mexican  Southeast,  in  the  states  of  Chiapas,  Guerrero,  Oaxaca,  Flidalgo, 
Puebla,  Veracruz,  San  Luis  Potosi ' , and  in  other  places  with  an  indigenous 
population,  tens  of  thousands  of  soldiers  from  the  federal  government,  and 
police  from  various  forces,  are  carrying  out  a war  of  extermination  against 


the  Indian  peoples  of  Mexico.  Day  after  day,  the  dead  or  imprisoned 
indigenous  blood  continues  to  mount.  The  fate  of  the  original  inhabitants 
of  these  lands  is  being  decided  between  the  jail  and  the  grave. 

Extreme  poverty,  persecution  and  the  failure  to  recognize  Indian  rights 
have  led  not  only  to  the  continuation  of  the  resistance  of  the  zapatista 
peoples  in  the  Southeast  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  ERPI  and  EPR  guerillas 
remaining  active.  Now,  other  armed  groups,  demanding  justice  and 
democracy,  have  been  added.  There  are  few  countries  in  America  that  have 
as  many  armed  opposition  groups  as  there  are  in  Mexico. 

Although  ignored  by  the  majority  of  the  media,  that  war  continues  its 
course.  Its  end  has  nothing  to  do  with  its  firepower  or  number  of 
combatants,  but  with  resolving  just  demands  and  the  opening  of  spaces  for 
democratic  participation. 

Armed  confrontations,  which  began  on  January  1,  1994,  are  continuing  in 
Chiapas.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  EZLN  has  demonstrated  its  will  for  a 
peaceful  negotiated  solution  to  the  conflict,  the  federal  and  state 
governments  are  continuing  violent  actions  against  zapatista  communities 
and  failing  to  fulfill  the  San  Andre's  Accords,  which  they  committed  to 
almost  5 years  ago. 

With  this  unspeakable  war  as  background,  our  country  is  approaching  the 
moment  in  which  - through  an  election  - federal  officials  will  be  replaced 
the  executive  and  legislative  branches. 

Second.  - During  this  election  process,  it  has  been  made  clear  that  the 
position  of  the  citizenry  as  electors  is  not  being  respected.  In  their 
place  has  been  the  media,  markedly  the  electronic  ones,  who  have  raised 
their  sing-song  voices.  The  indiscriminate  use  of  "polls,"  many  of  them 
carried  out  without  the  least  scientific  rigor,  has  displaced  the  citizens 
vote  as  elector.  It  is  not  important  now  to  fight  for  an  election  at  the 
polls,  but  to  win  it  or  lose  it  in  the  headlines  of  the  written  press  and 
in  radio  and  television  news  shows. 

The  citizenry  are  not  making  their  decisions  based  on  different  politica 
options,  but  based  on  the  media,  that  is,  based  on  the  image  they  are 
presenting  of  political  proposals.  "Modernity"  has  not  meant  movement 
towards  democracy  for  our  country,  to  the  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people  and  for  the  people.  The  exercise  of  political  power  has  not  passed 
from  the  political  class  to  the  citizens,  but  to  all  the  publicists, 
editorial  heads,  announcers  and  commentators. 

If  it  was  once  said  that  one  could  govern  through  the  media,  this  has 
been  degraded:  now  one  governs  (and  contests  the  government)  in  and  for 
the  media.  The  replacement  of  the  citizens  by  radio  and  television  is  not 
democracy,  it  is  virtual  government  and  virtual  change  in  governments. 
Government  palaces,  legislative  chambers  and  election  boxes  are  no  longer 
in  their  real  homes,  but  in  the  news  programs. 

It  is,  strictly  speaking,  in  this  scenario,  with  the  nation  being 
replaced  by  "ratings,"  where  the  election  contest  has  taken  place.  Except 
for  honorable  exceptions,  the  presidential  candidates  have  directed  their 
efforts  (and  financial  resources)  almost  exclusively  to  the  terrain  of  the 
media.  In  addition  to  the  obvious  profits,  the  media  have  won  a political 
role  which  far  exceeds  their  prerogatives  and,  above  all,  their  abilities. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  opportunity  for  political  parties  to  let  their 
positions  be  known  through  radio  and  television  is  an  important  advance  in 
democratization.  And  it  should  be  applauded  that  the  political  parties 
have  taken  advantage  of  it. 

The  problem  is  that,  on  not  a few  occasions,  this  coverage  is  not 
equitable  (the  official  party  is  far  ahead  in  amount  and  prime  time 
coverage),  and  it  is  not  a political  position  which  is  being  covered,  but 
rather  an  opting  for  scandal,  insult,  disgrace  or  banal  jokes.  Even  more, 
the  announcers  frequently  turn  themselves  into  the  judges  of  what  they  are 
communicating,  and  they  "decide"  what  and  how  they  are  going  to  report  on. 

As  various  workers  in  the  press  have  noted,  the  role  of  the  media  is  not 
that  of  elector,  but  of  communicator.  Not  understanding  that,  or  not 
working  with  an  awareness  of  that,  has  led  more  than  one  to  commit 
regrettable  excesses. 

The  media  in  Mexico  has  a more  determinative  role  in  Mexico  now.  It  is 
only  fair  to  recognize  that  not  only  has  the  irresponsibility  of  some 


increased,  in  the  new  nature  of  their  position,  but  also,  in  not  just  a 
few,  their  independence  has  increased,  along  with  their  critical  spirit  and 
their  honesty.  Nonetheless,  a responsible  attitude  by  the  electronic  and 
written  press  has  not  been  present  in  the  majority. 

It  is  not  by  putting  the  media  aside,  or  by  silencing  them,  that  this 
replacement  of  the  citizenry  will  be  avoided,  but  by  regulating  the  right 
of  the  citizens  and  political  organizations  to  fairness,  truth,  honesty  and 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  communicators  in  the  political  arena. 

Citizens  have  a right  to  truthful,  timely  and  complete  information.  There 
is  no  law  guaranteeing  this,  nor  any  body  which  defends  or  safeguards  its 
fulfillment . 

Today,  in  response  to  the  current  election  process,  the  Zapatistas 
reaffirm  one  of  the  points  of  our  struggle:  the  right  to  information  and 
culture. 

Third.  - With  the  media's  lights  focused  solely  on  the  presidential 
contest,  a fundamental  aspect  in  the  life  of  the  Republic  has  been  left  to 
one  side:  the  legislative  branch. 

It  will  not  be  just  the  head  of  the  executive  branch  which  is  decided  in 
the  impending  election.  Members  of  the  chambers  of  federal  deputies  and 
senators  of  the  Republic  will  also  be  elected. 

In  Mexico,  presidentialism  has  been  a heavy  burden  and  an  obstacle  for 
democracy.  Even  though  we  have  not  had  a president  in  the  last  70  years 
who  has  not  belonged  to  the  official  party,  the  possible  arrival  to  the 
presidential  chair  of  the  opposition  does  not  mean  "movement  towards 
democracy,"  if  the  executive  branch  continues  to  be  concentrated  in  one 
single  person,  and  while  the  branches  charged  with  legislating  and 
upholding  the  law  are  merely  decorative  elements  which  are  changed  every  3 
or  6 years.  The  survival  of  the  presidentialist  system  in  Mexico  is  a fact. 

What  kind  of  democracy  is  this,  in  which  the  fundamental  decisions  of  a 
nation  fall  to  one  single  individual  for  six  years? 

An  autonomous  legislative  branch,  independent  of  the  executive,  is 
essential  in  a democracy.  Nonetheless,  the  campaigns  for  deputies  and 
senators  have  passed  unnoticed.  The  natural  passion  over  the  presidential 
contest  has  managed  to  conceal  an  advance  which  has  already  been  seen 
during  the  last  6 year  term  which  is  now  ending:  a legislative  branch 
struggling  for  its  independence  and  autonomy. 

In  addition  to  confronting  the  executive,  the  legislative  branch  should 
become  independent  of  party  leaders,  who  not  infrequently  replace  leaders 
of  the  parliamentary  wings  in  those  agreements  and  regulations  which 
correspond  exclusively  to  the  legislative  arena.  Legislating  is  not  the 
prerogative  of  the  political  parties,  but  of  those  who  are  democratically 
elected  to  that  task. 

At  the  back  of  the  line  behind  the  presidential  campaigns,  the  campaigns 
by  the  legislative  candidates  are  not  winning  anything  for  themselves,  nor 
are  they  of  any  benefit  to  those  who  are  seeking  executive  office.  They 
are  different  elections,  because  their  function  is  different.  The 
legislative  contests  deserve  an  attention  they  have  not  received. 

We  hope  that  the  next  legislature  - which  has  been  so  neglected  during 
these  elections  - does  not  carry  out  their  work  tied  to  commitments  with 
their  party  leadership  or  with  the  elected  executive,  but  with  the  Mexican 
men  and  women  who,  having  voted  or  not  for  their  candidacies,  make  up  the 
Mexican  nation  and  are  the  ones  with  whom  they  must  make  laws. 

Today,  in  response  to  the  current  election  process,  the  Zapatistas 
declare  ourselves  to  be  in  favor  of  an  authentic  balance  of  powers.  Not 
just  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties,  but  also  in  the  fight  for  seats.  It 
is  as  important  to  know  about  the  proposals  and  positions  of  those 
candidates  seeking  to  be  deputies  and  senators  as  it  is  to  know  of  those  of 
the  presidential  candidates.  The  end  of  presidentialism  is  a condition  for 
democracy  in  Mexico. 

Fourth.  - The  current  national  election  process  has  not  been  equitable. 
The  entire  government  apparatus  has  been  mobilized  for  the  PRI.  Vote 
buying,  coercion,  favors,  threats  and  favoritism  by  some  media:  all  of 
these  have  been  employed  in  trying  to  impose  the  PRI  candidate:  Francisco 
Labastida  Ochoa.  Some  of  these  inequities  have  been  appropriately  noted  by 
national  and  international  observers,  by  non-governmental  organizations  and 


by  the  honest  press. 

Today,  in  response  to  the  current  election  process,  the  Zapatistas  denounce 
that  it  is  not  an  election  of  citizens  responding  to  political  proposals, 
and  those  who  represent  them,  but  rather  a state  election,  with  the 
opposition  confronting  not  only  the  official  party,  but  the  entire 
machinery  of  the  Mexican  state.  No  election  can  be  called  "democratic" 
under  these  conditions. 

Fifth.  - Despite  the  government's  overwhelming  and  scandalous  support 
for  the  PRI  campaign,  the  discontent  of  the  citizens  has  become  ever  more 
eloquent.  There  is  talk  today  of  the  possibility  that  the  PRI  might  not 
win  the  necessary  votes  to  take  the  presidency,  and  that  the  next  president 
of  Mexico  could  be  from  the  opposition. 

In  response  to  this  possibility,  in  addition  to  material  resources  of  the 
most  varied  kind,  an  argument  has  been  mobilized:  instability.  As  during 
every  six-year  change  in  administration,  warnings  are  raining  down  from  the 
government  and  related  circles  concerning  the  catastrophes  that  will  befall 
we  Mexicans  if  a non-PRI  person  were  to  reach  the  presidency.  War, 
devaluations,  flight  of  capital,  social  discontent,  rises  in  prices, 
bankruptcies,  unemployment,  chaos. 

One  does  not  have  to  go  far  to  remember  what  Zedillo  warned  (after 
Colosio's  assassination  secured  him  the  candidacy)  if  a government  were  to 
be  elected  from  a party  other  than  the  official  one.  Under  Zedillo,  the 
following  took  place:  the  crisis  of  December  1994,  the  renewal  of  the  war 
in  the  Mexican  Southeast,  the  failure  to  implement  the  San  Andre's  Accords, 
the  killings  at  Aguas  Blancas  and  El  Charco  in  the  state  of  Guerrero,  the 
Acteal  killing,  the  entrance  by  the  PFP  into  UNAM,  the  death  of 
undocumented  Mexicans  in  the  US,  the  assassination  and  extortion  of  Central 
American  migrants,  the  flight  of  capital,  the  devaluation  of  the  peso. 

We  have  also  suffered  from  an  increase  in  social  discontent,  the 
proliferation  of  active  armed  groups,  price  increases  in  basic  products, 
the  growth  of  unemployment,  FOBAPROA-IPAB,  massive  bankruptcies  of  small 
and  mid-sized  businesses,  closer  ties  between  organized  crime  and  the 
federal  government,  impunity  for  white  collar  criminals,  the  jailing  of 
social  activists,  militarization  of  indigenous  areas,  an  increase  in  drug 
trafficking,  attempts  to  privatize  the  electricity  and  oil  industries,  as 
well  as  higher  education,  an  increase  in  relationships  of  foreign 
dependency.  In  sum:  the  destruction  of  Mexico  as  a free  and  sovereign 
country.  The  only  good  thing  about  Se~or  Zedillo's  administration  is  that 
it  is  almost  at  an  end. 

Today,  in  response  to  the  current  election  process,  the  Zapatistas 
remember  that  all  the  catastrophes  and  human  suffering  have  fallen  on  us 
during,  and  because  of,  PRI  governments.  During  the  more  than  70  years  in 
which  the  PRI  has  governed  Mexico,  all  those  disasters  have  occurred  which 
they  assume  could  only  take  place  with  a different  party  in  power.  It  is 
difficult  for  us  to  imagine  that  it  could  be  worse  with  the  opposition  in 
government . 

Sixth.  - The  mere  possibility  of  an  opposition  candidate  reaching  the 
presidency  has  provoked  nonsense  and  stunts,  but  not  just  in  government 
ranks.  Responding  to  the  advance  of  opposition  electoral  options,  the  idea 
of  the  "useful  vote"  (or  its  pleasant  variant:  the  "conditional  vote")  has 
arisen  in  certain  intellectual  and  political  sectors. 

Specifically,  the  possibility  of  the  Alliance  for  Change  (PAN-PVEM) 
candidate,  Vicente  Fox,  winning  a significant  number  of  votes  has  unleashed 
a real  offensive  against  the  Alliance  for  Mexico  (PRD-PT-PAS-CD-PSN) 
candidate,  Cuauhte'moc  Ca'rdenas  Solo'rzano,  to  withdraw  and  to  join  Senor  Fox 
in  his  presidential  race.  The  arguments  for  this  political  juggling  act 
vary  in  complexity,  but  they  can  be  summarized  by  the  following:  the  most 
important  thing  is  to  throw  the  PRI  out  of  Los  Pinos,  Fox  has  a chance, 
ergo,  Ca'rdenas  should  turn  his  lack  of  a chance  into  Fox's  chance  and  thus 
assure  victory  over  the  PRI  (and  over  the  Alliance  for  Mexico,  but  they 
don't  mention  that  in  the  argument). 

Those  who  are  proposing  this  are  proposing  that  electoral  options  no 
longer  be  political  (programs  for  the  nation  and  positions  regarding  the 
country's  different  problems),  and  that  the  electorate  not  have  a chance  to 
support  one  or  another  political  force,  according  to  whether  or  not  he 


identifies  with  it. 

Engineer  Ca'rdenas'  resignation  from  the  election  fight  for  the 
presidency,  and  his  joining  Vicente  Fox's  campaign,  would  not  mean  merely 
the  resignation  of  a person  and  the  adding  of  his  votes  to  those  of  the 
Alliance  for  Change  candidate.  It  would  also  mean  the  disappearance  of  a 
leftist  electoral  option  in  the  struggle  for  the  presidency.  We  are  not 
unaware  that  there  is  a debate  over  whether  or  not  Ca'rdenas  and  the  PRD 
belong  to  the  left.  We  believe  that  they  are  still  part  of  the  left,  with 
all  the  connotations  and  criticisms  that  might  provoke,  and  noting  - and 
insisting  - that  the  political  left  is  broader  than  Cardenism,  and, 
obviously,  than  the  PRD. 

Eliminating  the  left  from  the  political  spectrum,  that  is,  from  a 
peaceful  path  for  political  change:  what  option  would  then  remain  for  the 
millions  of  Mexicans  who  have  their  hopes  and  efforts  committed  to  profound 
social  change?  Abstaining?  The  guerrillas? 

It  is  obvious  that  Se~ores  Vicente  Fox  and  Cuauhte'moc  Cardenas  represent 
two  different  programs  for  the  country.  Each  of  their  proposals  have  the 
backing  of  millions  of  citizens.  The  judgment  as  to  which  of  them  is  best 
will  not  be  made  by  the  number  of  votes  they  receive,  but  in  the  results 
they  achieve  when  they  reach  government. 

The  campaign  by  engineer  Ca'rdenas  is  something  more  than  a campaign  for 
the  presidency.  It  is,  for  millions  of  Mexican  men  and  women,  an  argument 
for  being  of  the  left  and  for  fighting  for  changes  without  having  to  resort 
to  the  clandestine,  to  illegality,  to  armed  struggle. 

Engineer  Ca'rdenas'  withdrawal  from  the  election  would  mean  the 
withdrawal  (at  last  for  now)  of  the  partisan  and  institutional  left  from 
peaceful  and  electoral  change. 

Sooner  or  later,  history  comes  to  settle  its  accounts.  Those  who  have 
called  on  the  EZLN  to  support  the  PRD,  "because,  even  though  they  don't 
convince  us  politically,  it  is  better  than  the  PRI,  and  not  voting  for  the 
PRD  will  help  the  PRI  win  in  Chiapas,"  are  now  confronting  the  same 
pragmatic  argument.  Now  that  they  themselves  are  responding  that 
"principles  are  the  main  thing,"  they  have  the  answer  to  the  question: 

"Why  aren't  the  Zapatistas  voting  for  the  PRD  in  Chiapas?" 

For  zapatistas,  politics  is  a question  of  principles.  Not  just  of 
principles,  but  also  of  principles.  Those  who  hold  to  the  principles  of 
social  change,  and  civil  and  peaceful  struggle  in  order  to  achieve  them, 
should  work  accordingly,  without  regard  to  adversity  or  circumstances,  if 
they  want  to  have  legitimacy  in  the  Mexico  of  below. 

Today,  in  response  to  the  current  election  process,  the  zapatistas 
express  our  support  for  respect  for  this  kind  of  civil  and  peaceful 
struggle,  and  in  which  all  political  options  (the  right  and  the  left,  to 
use  geographical  terms)  are  represented,  in  such  a way  that  the  citizen 
can  truly  choose  among  them.  We  reject  the  argument  of  the  "useful  vote." 

Seventh.  - The  Federal  Electoral  Institute,  in  addition  to  organizing 
the  elections,  will  be  the  one  who,  by  law,  says  who  the  winners  are  in  the 
upcoming  elections. 

Despite  the  wave  of  complaints  from  the  opposition  and  from 
non-governmental  organizations,  the  president  of  the  IFE  has  jumped  the  gun 
by  stating  that  it  will  be  a "clean  and  transparent"  election.  Not  only 
does  he  make  risky  prophecies,  this  gentleman  is  also  demanding  that 
opposition  candidates  and  citizens  unconditionally  support  his  verdict,  and 
that  we  accept  the  results  of  an  election  that  has  not  even  been  held  yet. 
The  president  of  the  IFE  asks  us  to  award  a "10"  to  a job  that  has  not  yet 
been  completed. 

A multitude  of  frauds,  even  before  the  election,  are  already  being 
carried  out  (vote  buying,  conditioning  of  government  programs,  unfairness 
in  media  coverage,  threats,  blackmail,  etcetera),  and  it  does  not  look  as 
if  there  is  any  capacity  for  safeguarding  and  preventing,  even  beyond  the 
ballot  boxes,  fraudulent  activities  from  taking  place. 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  IFE,  has,  on  some  occasions,  been  used 
for  things  which  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  duties.  A large  number  of 
zapatistas  do  not  have  voting  credentials.  This  is  because  IFE  personnel 
in  Chiapas  in  charge  of  photo  credentials  in  this  state  are  conspiring  with 
military  intelligence  services.  The  information  and  photographs  for  the 


credentials  are  being  "provided"  to  the  federal  Army  so  that,  with  the  help 
of  "informers,"  they  can  identify  the  Zapatistas  and  their  peoples.  The 
IFE  as  an  arm  of  counterinsurgency . 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  participation  of  citizens  in  the  IFE  is  a step 
forward,  and  that  some  of  its  members  have  resisted  strong  pressures  by  the 
government  and  by  the  PRI.  But  no  one  can  be  asked  to  accept  the  results 
of  a process  prior  to  its  being  carried  out,  especially  in  a country  like 
Mexico,  where  elections  are  synonymous  with  a parallel  world  replete  with 
"crazy  mice"  and  Operation  Tamales,"  and  other  etceteras  which  surpass  any 
piece  of  literary  fiction. 

Today,  in  response  to  the  current  election  process,  the  Zapatistas  state 
that  electoral  fraud  is  already  underway,  and  there  is  nothing  to  guarantee 
that  the  day  of  Duly  2,  2000  will  not  end  with  a brazen  imposition  with 
serious  consequences. 

Eighth.  - For  Zapatistas,  democracy  is  much  more  than  an  electoral 
contest  or  changes  in  power.  But  it  is  also  an  election  fight,  if  it  is 
clean,  equitable,  honest  and  plural. 

That  is  why  we  say  that  electoral  democracy  is  not  sufficient  for 
democracy,  but  it  is  an  important  part  of  it.  That  is  why  we  are  not 
anti-election.  We  believe  political  parties  have  a role  to  play  (nor  are 
we  anti-party,  although  we  have  criticisms  of  party  doings). 

We  believe  that  the  elections  represent,  for  millions  of  persons,  a space 
for  dignified  and  respectable  struggle. 

Election  time  is  not  the  time  for  the  Zapatistas.  Not  just  because  of 
our  being  without  face  and  our  armed  resistance.  But  also,  and  above  all, 
for  our  devotion  to  finding  a new  way  of  doing  politics,  which  has  little 
or  nothing  to  do  with  the  current  one. 

We  want  to  find  a politics  which  goes  from  below  to  above,  one  in  which 
"governing  obeying"  is  more  than  a slogan;  one  in  which  power  is  not  the 
objective;  one  in  which  "referendum"  and  "plebiscite"  are  more  than  just 
words  which  are  difficult  to  spell;  one  in  which  an  official  can  be 
removed  from  his  position  by  popular  election. 

Concerning  the  political  parties,  we  say  that  we  do  not  feel  represented 
by  any  of  them.  We  are  neither  PRDs  or  PANs,  even  less  PRIs. 

We  criticize  the  parties'  distance  from  society,  that  their  existence 
and  activities  are  regulated  only  by  the  election  calendar,  the  political 
pragmatism  that  goes  beyond  its  mandate,  the  cynical  juggling  act  of  some 
of  their  members,  their  contempt  for  the  different. 

Democracy  - regardless  of  who  is  in  power  - is  the  majority  of  people 
having  decision  making  power  concerning  issues  that  concern  them.  It  is 
the  power  of  the  people  to  sanction  those  in  government,  depending  on  their 
capacity,  honesty  and  effectiveness. 

The  zapatista  concept  of  democracy  is  something  that  is  built  from  below, 
with  everyone,  even  those  who  think  differently  from  us.  Democracy  is  the 
exercise  of  power  for  the  people  all  the  time  and  in  all  places. 

Today,  in  response  to  the  current  election  process,  the  Zapatistas 
reaffirm  our  struggle  for  democracy.  Not  only  for  electoral  democracy,  but 
also  for  electoral  democracy. 

Ninth.  - Regarding  our  place  in  the  national  situation,  we  say  that  we 
are  waiting  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  San  Andre's  Accords  and  clear  signs 
from  the  current,  or  next,  government  that  there  is  a serious  commitment 
to  a peaceful  path  for  resolving  the  war. 

As  long  as  the  necessary  conditions  are  not  in  place,  there  will  be 
neither  dialogue  nor  negotiation. 

We  do  not  want  vain  promises,  or  for  them  to  tell  us  what  we  need  or  what 
suits  us.  Nor  are  we  looking  for  employment  as  police  officers  or 
bodyguards . 

We  want  an  attentive  ear,  a true  word,  and  a serious  commitment  in  a 
dialogue  which  will  end  the  war. 

If,  as  can  be  expected,  Se~or  Zedillo's  government  persists  in  its  war, 
in  failing  to  honor  its  word,  and  in  irresponsibility  as  the  political 
rule,  then  the  incoming  government  will  inherit  a war,  the  one  the 
zapatistas  declared  on  Danuary  1,  1994. 


In  response  to  this  war,  the  new  government  will  have  two  options: 


Continue  Senor  Zedillo's  policies  and  feign  solutions,  while  continuing  to 
militarize,  persecuting,  killing  and  lying. 

Or  to  fulfill  the  conditions  for  dialogue,  demonstrate  its  seriousness 
and  responsibility  in  carrying  out  its  commitments  and  resolving,  not  just 
the  war,  but  also  the  demands  of  the  Indian  peoples  of  Mexico. 

There  are  no  other  options:  those  in  power  who  are  cherishing  the  idea 
of  a "final"  military  solution  are  completely  mistaken. 

The  EZLN  cannot  be  annihilated  militarily.  Any  offensive  military 
campaign  against  us  is  doomed  to  last,  not  hours  or  days  (as  is  presumed 
in  high  military  circles),  nor  weeks,  months  or  years  either.  They  can  try 
for  entire  decades,  and  the  EZLN  will  continue,  still  armed  and  masked, 
demanding  democracy,  liberty  and  justice. 

Whatever  the  new  government's  decision  might  be,  regardless  of  its 
political  affiliation,  it  will  receive  a consistent  response  from  the  EZLN. 

If  it  opts  for  low  intensity  violence,  pretence  and  deception,  it  will 
see  how  time  passes  without  the  problem  being  resolved,  and  it  will  have 
the  EZLN's  contempt  and  distrust. 

It  must  be  said  that,  in  case  the  government  were  to  attempt  a military 
solution  in  any  of  its  variants  (whether  a surgical  strike,  a partial  or 
total  invasion  of  the  communities,  or  any  form  of  military  action),  it  will 
find  itself  confronted  by  thousands  of  indigenous  risen  up  in  arms,  in  war, 
ready  for  anything  except  surrender  or  defeat. 

We  will  not  die.  Individual  or  collective  martyrdom  is  not  on  the 
zapatista  agenda. 

For  war  or  peace,  the  EZLN  is  ready.  The  new  government  will  have  the 
word  and  the  opportunity  to  choose. 

Tenth.  - For  all  the  above-mentioned,  we  state  that: 

- We  will  not  impede  the  federal  elections  on  Duly  2,  2000. 

- The  establishment  of  polling  booths  will  be  allowed  in  zapatista  areas. 

- No  acts  of  sabotage  will  be  carried  out,  nor  any  action  against  election 
facilities,  IFE  officials  or  voters. 

- We  will  not  call  for  voting  for  any  of  the  candidates  or  their  parties. 

- Zapatista  support  bases  will  vote  or  not,  according  to  their  own 
assessment.  Support  bases  will  vote  without  any  line  and  without  sanction, 
according  to  their  party  leanings. 

- For  all  those  Mexican  men  and  women  who  see  the  possibility  of  struggle 
in  the  elections,  we  call  on  them  to  fight  on  that  terrain  and  with  those 
means,  and  to  defend  the  vote. 

Brothers  and  sisters: 

This  hour  is  not  our  hour.  It  will  be  some  day,  when  there  is  peace  and 
respect  for  the  Indian  peoples.  When  democracy  is  more  than  an  election 
calendar.  On  that  day,  Mexico  will  not  be  democratic  just  because  of  the 
zapatistas,  but  also  because  of  them.  On  that  day,  we  will  not  be  fighting 
for  a government  post,  but  rather  we  will  be  walking  alongside  millions  of 
women  and  men  who,  like  us,  are  fighting  for... 

Democracy! 

Liberty! 

Dustice ! 

>From  the  mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast. 

By  the  General  Command  of  the 

Clandestine  Revolutionary  Indigenous  Committee  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 
Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos. 

Mexico,  Dune  of  2000. 
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Some  Latinos  Seek  Their  Pre-European  Past  Culture: 

They  forsake  their  names  for  those  of  indigenous  groups.  Experts  say 
movement  is  growing. 

By:  EDGAR  SANDOVAL 
c.  LA  TIMES 
Dune  19,  2000 

Cozkacuauhtli  Zenteotl  was  once  known  as  Eduardo  Rivera.  For  18  years,  he 
didn't  think  much  about  his  name  until  one  day  he  realized  that,  unlike 
many  of  his  white  and  African-American  classmates,  he  knew  very  little  about 
his  family's  history. 

"Their  roots  went  back  to  Europe  and  Africa,"  he  said.  "But  me?  I did  not 
know  how  I came  about." 

Today,  Zenteotl,  28,  is  part  of  a small  but  growing  number  of  people  of 
Mexican  or  Central  American  ancestry  who  are  pursuing  a radical  approach  to 
genealogy,  detaching  themselves  from  European  influence  and  adopting 
rituals  and  traditions  of  their  distant  ancestors. 

Followers  of  what  scholars  call  the  indigenous  movement  are  primarily 
young  people  who  are  searching  for  an  ideology,  a memory,  a lost  identity. 

"It's  a movement  similar  to  what  you  saw  in  the  1960s  and  1970s  with 
African  Americans  learning  where  they  came  from,"  said  Rudy  Acuna,  Chicano 
studies  professor  at  Cal  State  Northridge.  "I  see  an  awful  lot  of  students 
doing  this.  A lot  of  college  students  are  receptive  to  indigenous 
ceremonies . 

"We  all  want  to  find  out  where  we  came  from,"  Acuna  said.  "Now  it's  our 
[Latinos  of  Mexican  and  Central  American  ancestry]  turn." 

But  with  few  written  records  to  document  family  trees,  the  task  is  not 
simple. 

"It's  impossible  to  trace  our  real  roots,  we  are  so  mixed,"  said  Olin 
Tezcaplipoca,  director  of  the  Mexica  (Meh-SHEE-kah)  Movement,  an 
organization  founded  in  1987  in  East  Los  Angeles  that  encourages  people  to 
trace  the  history  of  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Mexico  and  Central  America. 

On  its  Web  site  (www.mexica-movement.org),  the  group  explains  the  movement, 
its  philosophy  and  the  history  of  the  indigenous  peoples. 

"It's  symbolic.  . . . Most  just  learn  Aztec  dances,  but  never  learn  about 
their  history,  pre-European  culture,"  Tezcaplipoca  said. 

Ten  years  ago  Zenteotl  was  like  that. 

Then  known  as  Eduardo  Rivera,  he  was  proud  of  his  Spanish  name.  He  prayed 
to  La  Lupita,  Virgen  de  Guadalupe,  and  knew  a lot  about  European  and  U.S. 
history- -what  he  calls  "white  history"--but  little  about  the  history  of 
Mexico  or  Central  America. 

He  began  researching  his  past. 

>From  his  grandmothers,  he  learned  that  both  sides  of  his  family  came  from  a 


region  of  central  Mexico  once  dominated  by  the  Aztecs. 

About  the  same  time,  he  said,  "I  started  seeing  the  African-American 
movement,  African  Americans  learning  about  their  past,  and  I started 
questioning  my  own  history.  What  am  I?  Spaniard?  Mestizo?  Or  what?" 

The  majority  of  people  in  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America  are  considered 
mestizos,  having  both  Spanish  and  Indian  ancestors.  Scholars  estimate  that 
about  30%  of  the  Mexican  population  and  40%  in  Latin  America  consider 
themselves  indigenous. 

After  months  of  research,  reading  accounts  of  European  colonists  killing 
Mexican  natives  and  imposing  their  language  and  customs  on  them,  the 
28-year-old  Cal  State  Northridge  student  said  he  began  to  believe  his  roots 
were  on  the  other  side--the  side  of  the  conquered. 

He  figured,  "I  must  be  an  Aztec"  who  could  no  longer  be  Eduardo  Rivera,  a 
name  that  he  felt  symbolized  evil  and  greed. 

Eduardo  Rivera  died.  Cozkacuauhtli  Zenteotl  was  born. 

The  indigenous  movement  has  expanded  from  East  L.A.  to  the  northeast  San 
Fernando  Valley,  attracting  followers  like  Zenteotl. 

A year  ago  he  founded  Tloque  Nahuaque,  which  means  "close  and  together." 
The  group,  which  now  has  about  20  members,  visits  neighborhoods  in  Pacoima, 
which  has  a large  population  of  indigenous,  people  of  Mexican  and  Central 
American  Indian  ancestry. 

He  said  he  plans  to  visit  other  neighborhoods  with  similar  populations  in 
Van  Nuys,  San  Fernando  and  Panorama  City.  "They  have  no  use  of  my  knowledge 
in  Beverly  Hills,"  he  joked. 

Every  Friday  members--mostly  men  in  their  20s--meet  at  Hubert  Humphrey 
Park  in  Pacoima  to  learn  more  about  their  heritage. 

Sharing  Zenteotl' s passion  for  the  indigenous  movement,  they  all  dress  in 
a similar  manner:  in  handmade  Mexican  sandals,  shirts,  sweaters  with  shells 
around  their  ankles. 

Zenteotl  lectures  on  the  history  and  traditions  of  Mexican  and  Central 
American  cultures  and  demonstrates  indigenous  arts  and  crafts. 

At  a recent  meeting,  he  told  the  group:  "Christianity,  capitalism, 
fanaticism,  all  of  that  has  origins  in  Europe.  A lot  us  have  adopted  these 
traditions.  We  follow  European  religion.  We  speak  their  language. 

"Our  reality  was  very  different  before  Europeans  made  their  way  to  America 
in  the  16th  century,  very  different." 

The  lecture  was  followed  by  presentations  of  such  Aztec  traditions  as 
dances  and  prayers  to  the  moon,  sun  and  land. 

Every  summer  for  10  years,  Zenteotl  has  also  taken  a dozen  or  so  members 
to  central  and  southern  Mexico,  where  they  interact  with  indigenous 
communities,  dance  to  their  music,  eat  their  food  and  try  to  speak  their 
language . 

Like  Zenteotl,  most  members  have  adopted  Aztec  names  or  plan  to  do  so. 

Zenteotl,  who  made  the  change  official  10  years  ago,  said  he  chose  his 
name  by  matching  his  birthday  with  that  time  on  an  Aztec  calendar. 

Born  in  1971  in  Chicago,  Zenteotl  and  a younger  brother  were  raised  by 
their  mother  in  the  Van  Nuys  and  Pacoima  areas. 

Now  majoring  in  liberal  studies,  Zenteotl  hopes  to  become  an  elementary 
school  teacher  after  he  graduates  in  December. 

His  wife,  also  a Cal  State  Northridge  student,  changed  her  name  from  Sire 
Velasco  to  Meztli,  which  means  moon.  So  did  Xipe  Cuetzpallin,  24,  who 
refuses  to  give  out  what  he  calls  his  "fake  name." 

"That's  my  name,  Xipe,"  he  said.  "I  have  no  Spanish  name." 

Others,  like  Duan  Rodriguez,  24,  say  they  plan  to  drop  their  Hispanic 
names.  Rodriguez,  a senior  at  Cal  State  Northridge,  said  he  plans  to  become 
Huehuecoyotl  after  he  graduates.  His  ancestors  were  Tarahumara,  a people 
who  lived  in  northern  Mexico  and  were  less  powerful  than  the  Aztecs,  he 
said . 

"That  name  [Rodriguez]  just  reminds  me  that  we  were  raped  and  enslaved," 
he  said.  "I  want  to  graduate  from  college  and  start  a new  life  with  a new 
name. " 

Changing  one's  name  takes  courage  and  determination,  said  Olin 
Tezcaplipoca  of  the  Mexica  Movement. 

"You  will  be  forced  to  explain,  defend,  attack,  educate  and  let  the  world 
know  that  you  are  fighting  for  your  identity  as  an  indigenous  person,  as  a 


Mexica,  as  part  of  the  Anahuac  [now  Mexican]  nation/'  he  said. 

Members  of  the  movement  do  not  refer  to  themselves  as  Hispanic,  Latino, 
mestizo  or  members  of  la  raza,  all  words  with  Spanish  origins,  Tezcaplipoca 
said . 

Many  Chicano  scholars  say  they  are  fascinated  by  these  young  people  who 
try  to  detach  themselves  from  all  European  influence,  legally  replace  their 
Spanish  names  with  Aztec  ones  and  follow  ancient  rituals. 

It's  impossible  to  know  how  many  have  done  so,  but  experts  sense  that  the 
movement  is  much  stronger  in  big  cities,  especially  in  California. 

"Chicanos  in  California  do  not  identify  themselves  as  truly  Mexican  and  at 
the  same  time  do  not  feel  accepted  by  mainstream  America,"  said  Carlos  S. 
Maldonado,  director  of  the  Chicano  Education  Program  in  Cheney,  Wash.,  an 
organization  dedicated  to  increasing  the  number  of  Latinos  and  Latino 
studies  programs  in  higher  education.  "So  they  try  to  fill  their  identity 
crisis  by  going  back  and  rescuing  what  was  taken  away  from  them  by  European 
settlers . " 

But  some  Chicanos  are  perplexed  by  the  movement. 

Fernando  Sanchez,  29,  a member  of  a Mexican  American  student  organization 
at  New  Mexico  State  University  in  Las  Cruces,  said  he  spends  his  days 
educating  people  about  their  rights  as  Americans  and  not  about  dedicating 
their  lives  to  Aztec  culture. 

"It  all  may  sound  good  in  theory,  tracing  your  roots,  but  I don't  see  how 
going  back  is  going  to  help  them.  We  focus  on  the  future,"  Sanchez  said. 

"We  learn  where  we  come  from  and  then  move  on." 
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New  Yaqui  council  to  examine  firings 
By  Stephanie  Innes 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

The  newly  elected  council  of  the  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe  of  Arizona  is  already 
stirring  up  controversy,  continuing  a tribal  legacy  of  bitter  political 
infighting. 

The  council  is  considering  appointing  a commission  that  would  decide 
whether  workers  fired  by  the  previous  administration  should  be  reinstated 
and  compensated. 

The  council  held  a public  hearing  on  the  matter  last  night. 

One  of  those  fired  employees  is  Irma  Valencia,  whose  husband,  Robert 
Valencia,  is  the  tribe's  new  chairman. 

An  underground  newsletter  attacking  Robert  Valencia  and  the  new 
administration  has  already  begun  circulating. 

"I  think  what  happened  with  this  election  is  that  many  families  banded 
together,  and  the  result  is  that  almost  everyone  on  the  council  is  now 
related  to  each  other,"  said  Alma  Lespron,  who  spent  four  years  as  a 
tribal  council  member  before  losing  her  Dune  5 bid  for  a second  term. 

"And  if  the  tribe  says  the  terminations  were  wrongful,  they  are  opening 
it  up  to  lawsuits,"  she  said. 

Robert  Valencia  explained  that  a lot  of  the  fired  employees  continue  to 
be  frustrated  about  their  terminations. 

"There  are  some  fairly  complex  issues,  but  some  feel  there  was  not  due 
process,"  he  said  last  night  during  a break  from  the  public  hearing. 

Valencia,  39,  heads  the  Upward  Bound  program  at  Pima  Community  College's 
East  Campus  and  is  a part-time  instructor  of  Yaqui  history. 

Former  Chairman  Benito  Felix  Valencia  (no  relation  to  Robert  Valencia) 
was  the  only  incumbent  council  member  re-elected  to  the  11-member  council 


on  Dune  5.  The  election  was  fierce  this  year.  Fifty-five  people  ran  for 
the  11  seats. 

While  in  office,  Benito  Valencia  survived  three  recall  attempts  - the 
most  recent  one  led  by  Irma  Valencia.  His  detractors  stormed  meetings  and 
even  picketed  his  office  in  efforts  to  oust  him. 

Irma  Valencia  was  one  of  13  tribal  employees  who  was  fired  in  the  wake 
of  a federal  lawsuit  filed  by  Benito  Valencia's  administration  after 
millions  of  dollars  went  missing  from  tribal  coffers. 

A related  criminal  investigation  resulted  in  convictions  of  three  former 
tribal  contractors  and  employees  for  bilking  the  tribe  of  $1.8  million.  A 
fourth  suspect  - the  tribe's  former  finance  director  - is  scheduled  to  go 
on  trial  for  embezzlement  and  money  laundering  charges. 

The  fraud  began  after  the  tribe  started  earning  large  amounts  of  money 
from  its  Casino  of  the  Sun,  7406  S.  Camino  de  Oeste,  which  expanded  to  a 
casino  from  a bingo  hall  in  1993. 

The  former  chairman,  who  said  the  tribe  nets  about  $40  million  annually 
from  the  casino,  said  in  an  interview  this  week  the  tribe's  attorneys  had 
been  continuing  their  own  investigation  into  the  fraud. 

Staff  tribal  attorneys  Dennis  Garcia  and  Christine  Swanick,  who  had  been 
working  on  the  fraud  case,  resigned  after  the  election. 

The  tribe  is  also  in  the  midst  of  renegotiating  its  gaming  compact  with 
the  state.  Although  Benito  Valencia  said  he's  not  sure  whether  the  current 
council  has  continued  those  talks.  Department  of  Gaming  spokesman  Paul 
Walker  confirmed  the  new  administration  has  been  sending  representatives 
to  the  meetings  and  the  talks  are  proceeding. 

When  the  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe  of  Arizona  was  formed  in  the  early  1900s, 
its  members  included  Yaqui  refugees  who  had  fled  political  persecution  in 
Mexico.  Congress  granted  the  tribe  official  recognition  in  1978. 

The  tribe  currently  has  about  13,000  members  who  live  in  Guadalupe;  in 
Old  Pascua  Village,  40  acres  east  of  Interstate  10  and  south  of  Grant 
Road;  in  Barrio  Libre  in  South  Tucson  and  on  the  tribe's  square-mile 
reservation  land  about  15  miles  southwest  of  downtown  Tucson. 

About  20  percent  of  the  tribe's  eligible  voters  cast  ballots  on  Dune  5. 
Robert  Valencia  was  the  top  vote-getter. 
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A press  clipping,  from  the  Odanah  newspaper. 

ODANAH  --  The  two-month,  1,200-mile  walk  around  Lake  Superior  is  a 
journey  that  is  part  spiritual  and  part  political.  A group  of  nearly  50 
people  set  out  this  week  from  the  Bad  River  Chippewa  Reservation  at  Odanah. 
Their  journey  will  end  full-circle,  back  at  the  Bad  River  Reservation  for 
a powwow  on  August  27. 

"A  Walk  To  Remember"  evolved  from  a gathering  in  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich, 
in  April  1999,  when  Indians  and  non-Indians  met  to  discuss  Great  Lakes 
issues . 

Most  of  the  participants  talked  about  breaking  down  political  and  racial 
boundaries  that  disconnect  people  of  Lake  Superior  when  they  should  be 
connected  as  one  community. 

"I  think  it's  time  for  all  nations  --  black,  white,  yellow,  red  --  to 
work  toward  preserving  and  protecting  the  land  and  water, sr"  said  Bad 
River  tribal  member  Butch  Stone. 

Organizers  hope  making  those  connections  between  people  living  around 
the  lake  will  foster  a set  of  common  principles  and  standards  to  ensure 
Lake  Superior  will  be  protected  for  future  generations. 

The  group,  including  those  driving  back-up  vehicles  with  food,  water  and 
first-aid  kits,  planned  to  spend  the  weekend  at  the  Red  Cliff's  Powwow. 

Not  all  who  began  the  trek  plan  to  walk  the  entire  1,200  miles.  Some  will 
walk  for  awhile,  return  to  jobs  and  rejoin  later.  Others  will  join  the 
group  in  progress. 


In  a similar,  but  shorter  walk  to  Madison  in  1998,  Red  Cliff  tribal 
member  Walt  Bresette  talked  about  a journey  around  the  lake  as  a next  step 
to  protect  the  water.  Bresette  died  in  February  1999,  but  his  message 
lives  on  in  this  summer's  walk. 

"We  need  to  bring  all  the  people  of  Lake  Superior  together,"  he  said. 

"We  need  to  talk  to  each  other  about  what  is  happening  in  our  villages  and 
our  communities,  to  share  our  experiences,  our  concerns  and  our  hopes  for 
the  future.  We  need  to  meet  our  neighbors  and  learn  from  them."  Some  of 
those  walking  are  remembering  Bresette' s spirit  in  fighting  for  the 
environment . 

The  walk  is  a way  "to  honor  the  spirit  of  the  lake,"  said  Vern  Simula 
from  the  Keweenaw  Peninsula  in  Michigan's  Upper  Peninsula.  "And  it's 
another  way  to  honor  the  creative  genius  of  Walter's  spirit."  The  group 
plans  to  stop  at  communities  along  the  way  to  talk  about  problems  relating 
to  the  lake,  and  to  form  a "kindred  spirit"  among  those  who  live  near  the 
lake. 

For  Esther  Nahgahnub  from  Sawyer,  Minnesota  on  the  Fond  du  Lac 
Reservation,  the  reason  for  going  is  simple. 

"Because  I can't  stand  by,"  she  said  as  she  stared  out  at  the  lake. 

"We  need  all  the  people  around  the  lake  to  band  together  as  citizens  of 
Lake  Superior, " she  said. 

++++ 

Appended : 

Email  addresses  for  several  of  the  organizers  are: 

A1  Flunter/Sandra  Indian  (Lead)  tbirdz2@netscape.net 

Esther  Nahgahnub  esthern@uslink.net 

Frank  Koehn  Koehn@win.bright.net 

Bob  Olsgard  bolsgard@spacestar.net 

Sandy  Lyon  water@spacestar . net 

For  further  information  about  how  you  can  participate  in  making  "A  WALK  TO 
REMEMBER"  contact  one  of  the  organizers. 

DONATIONS  LARGE  AND  SMALL  WILL  BE  APPRECIATED  and  may  be  sent  to  Anishinabe 
Ogitchidda,  %Northern  State  Bank,  P.O.  Box  617,  Ashland,  WI  54806. 

Other  notes:  Supporters  can  join  for  any  section  of  the  walk,  a complete 
schedule  is  available.  Walkers  are  camping  out.  Flelp  from  those  with  support 
vehicles  will  be  appreciated.  Support  from  the  northern  leg  across  Canada 
is  especially  requested. 
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Tribal  farmland  finally  gets  water 
By  Stephanie  Innes 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

SCHUK  TOAK  FARM  - Water  roared  out  of  a pipe  onto  desert  farmland 
yesterday,  giving  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  its  first  share  of  Central 
Arizona  Project  water  from  the  Colorado  River. 

The  delivery  to  the  Schuk  Toak  Farm,  near  Ajo  and  Sandario  roads,  comes 
18  years  after  the  tribe  settled  a landmark  water-rights  claim  with  the 
federal  government  and  non-Indian  water  users. 

The  tribe  celebrated  as  water  spilled  from  the  bronze-covered  pipe  into 
concrete  trenches  crossing  the  2,500-acre  farm. 

"This  is  a big  day  for  us,"  Tohono  O'odham  Chairman  Edward  D.  Manuel 
said  yesterday.  "For  centuries  we  have  been  farming.  It  was  our  survival. 

One  of  the  reasons  we  went  after  the  settlement  was  for  farming." 

Manuel  said  the  farming  is  an  opportunity  for  the  tribe  to  expand  its 
economic  base  beyond  income  from  its  casinos.  The  Tohono  O'odham  Nation, 


which  has  about  23,000  members,  operates  two  casinos. 

The  Southern  Arizona  Water  Settlement  Act  of  1982  settled  a lawsuit 
filed  five  years  earlier,  charging  that  the  city  of  Tucson,  mines  and 
other  major  water  users  had  sucked  water  from  beneath  the  tribe's  San 
Xavier  and  Schuk  Toak  districts. 

Lack  of  water  forced  the  San  Xavier  farm  cooperative  to  stop  growing 
crops  in  1986.  A trust  fund  from  the  settlement,  now  more  than  $30  million, 
will  pay  for  water  delivery  to  the  tribe. 

"The  water  table  keeps  dropping  and  it  costs  us  so  much  money  to  farm," 
Manuel  said  yesterday,  looking  across  a flat  expanse  of  dirt  that  tribal 
members  are  planting  for  grain  crops.  "Even  right  now  the  city  is  still 
pumping  water  from  the  ground  near  the  reservation." 

Manuel  said  environmental  concerns  and  design  accounted  for  the  delay  in 
getting  the  water  to  the  new  farm. 

The  Tohono  O'odham  Farming  Authority  operates  four  farms,  including  the 
new  Schuk  Toak  location.  But  unlike  their  ancestors  who  grew  crops  for 
their  families,  today's  Tohono  O'odham  farmers  are  growing  for  cash,  Schuk 
Toak  farm  manager  Nicholas  Murrietta  said. 

Murrietta  said  the  newest  Tohono  O'odham  farm  employs  six  tribal  members, 
taking  the  total  farming  authority  employment  up  to  41  people.  He  expects 
the  farm  will  expand  from  grain  to  cotton  in  the  future. 

The  tribal  farming  authority  also  operates  a San  Lucy  farm  near  Arizona 
City,  its  Vaia  Vo  farm  near  Casa  Grande  and  the  Papago  Farm  in  the  Chukut 
Kuk  District  near  the  Mexican  border. 

The  San  Lucy  farm  already  uses  Central  Arizona  Project  water,  but  the 
tribe  pays  for  that  service.  The  Schuk  Toak  farm  marks  the  first  time  the 
tribe  has  received  any  Colorado  River  water  as  a result  of  the  federal 
water  rights  settlement. 

Another  farm  in  the  tribe's  San  Xavier  District  is  also  expected  to 
receive  an  allocation  of  Colorado  River  water  under  terms  of  the 
settlement.  The  San  Xavier  farm  operates  independently  from  the  tribal 
farming  authority. 

The  Tohono  O'odham  lawsuit  over  water  rights  was  one  of  a complex  series 
of  lawsuits  that  began  in  the  1970s  over  water  rights  to  the  Gila  River 
system,  which  includes  a large  part  of  the  surface  waters  of  Arizona. 

Arizona  tribes  maintain  that  water  users  surrounding  reservation  land 
have  long  siphoned  ground  water  - leaving  tribes  to  shoulder  the  higher 
costs  of  digging  deeper  wells  to  pump  less  pristine  water,  creating  a less 
fertile  landscape. 

The  tribe  agreed  to  drop  its  claims  in  exchange  for  millions  of  dollars 
and  effluent  Colorado  River  water. 

Contact  Stephanie  Innes  at  573-4134  or  at 
sinnes@azstarnet . com 
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Hopi  Tribe  retracts  misinformation  about  Exclusion  Hearing 

By  WENDY  R.  YOUNG 

c.  Navajo  Times  Correspondent 

6/22/00 

TUCSON  - Flagstaff  Attorney  Dohn  Trebon  sent  a letter  April  17  to  Brad 
Martin,  Hopi  Tribal  representative,  who  evidently  authored  a tribal  press 
release  sent  out  March  15  regarding  the  exclusion  hearing  for  Weaving  for 
Freedom  president  Arlene  Hamilton.  Trebon 's  letter  informed  the  Hopi  Tribe 
that  the  release  included  a statement  that  was,  "absolutely  and 
unequivocally  false." 

In  the  letter,  Hamilton's  Attorney  Trebon  disputed  Martin's  recounting  of 


Tnebon's  arguments  at  the  hearing.  The  press  release  reads,  "In  Hamilton's 
defense,  Trebon  argued  that  Hamilton  is  the  Chief  Negotiator  for  the  Navajo 
and  has  authority  from  President  Kelsey  Begaye  of  the  Navajo  Nation  to 
represent  and  negotiate  on  his  behalf." 

Trebon  stated  in  his  letter,  "I  made  no  such  argument;  I never  mentioned 
Kelsey  Begaye;  and  I never  argued  that  Arlene  Hamilton  was  a chief 
negotiator  for  the  Navajo." 

The  Hopi  press  release  also  included  a comment  from  Hopi  Council  Tribal 
Representative  Rachel  Sakiestewa  Scott,  saying,  "This  is  news  to  the  Hopi 
Tribe.  We  have  a direct  government-to-government  relationship  with  the 
Navajo  Nation.  Arlene  Hamilton  has  never  provided  us  with  a letter  from 
President  Begaye  that  she  is  official  representative  in  any  capacity  of  for 
any  matter.  I'm  sure  President  Begaye  will  be  more  than  happy  to  clear  this 
matter  up  for  the  Hopi  Tribe." 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Navajo  Nation  President  and  Vice  President's 
Office,  Ray  Balwin-Lewis  told  the  Navajo  Times  this  week,  "Mr.  Begaye  is  a 
very  understanding  person  and  I'm  sure  he'll  take  this  incident  as  something 
that's  not  damaging  or  serious  to  the  talks  that  are  taking  place  between 
Chairman  Taylor  and  President  Begaye.  We  hope  that  the  Hopi  representatives 
will  be  careful  and  be  responsible  for  the  use  of  President  Begaye' s name 
or  any  Navajo  tribal  leaders  without  first  considering  the  facts." 

In  the  letter,  Trebon  requested  that  Martin  retract  the  press  release  and 
provide  retraction  to  those  who  received  the  release.  He  discussed  the 
possibility  that  legal  action  could  be  taken  against  Martin  if  the 
misinformation  had  been  disseminated  outside  Hopi  lands. 

The  Hopi  Tribe's  Assistant  General  Council  Lynelle  K.  Hartway  sent  a 
letter  of  response  to  Trebon  dated  April  26,  2000  on  behalf  of  the  Hopi 
Tribe.  Hartway  informed  Trebon  that  the  editor  of  the  Tutuvehni  had,  "? 
written  a letter  in  response  to  your  accusations,  a response  that  includes 
the  correction  of  the  release.  It  is  quite  clear  from  both  the  letter  and 
the  retraction  that  any  misstatement  was  unintentional." 

The  Hopi  Tutuvehni,  the  Navajo  Hopi  Observer  and  possibly  other  newspapers 
had  published  articles  containing  the  information  in  question.  The  Hopi 
Tutuvehni  and  the  Navajo  Hopi  Observer  have  printed  retractions. 

About  the  Hopi  Tribe's  accountability  in  the  matter,  Trebon  told  the 
Navajo  Times,  "The  letter  from  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  retraction  show 
somewhat  of  a lack  of  concern  on  this  mistake  and  reveals  a lack  of 
investigative  effort  as  to  how  the  false  statements  were  published  in  the 
first  place?  There's  no  way  that  it  will  change  the  impression  people  had 
when  they  read  the  article  when  it  was  first  published." 

Regarding  legal  action,  Hartway  asserted  in  her  letter,  "?  employees  and 
officers  of  the  Hopi  Tribe,  while  acting  within  the  scope  of  their  duties 
are  protected  by  the  Hopi  Tribe's  sovereign  immunity?  The  Hopi  Tribe's 
sovereign  immunity  does  not  stop  at  the  borders  of  the  Hopi  Reservation." 

Trebon  says,  "The  downside  of  sovereign  immunity  is  that  it  allows 
irresponsible  conduct  to  go  unchecked." 

The  Navajo  Times  contacted  Hartway  last  week  and  made  repeated  attempts  to 
follow-up,  but  she  did  not  provide  comment  before  press  time  this  week.  The 
Chairman's  office  also  did  not  respond. 

The  controversial  press  release  entitled, "Hopi  Exclusion  Ordinance  Upheld; 
Motion  to  dismiss  denied,"  was  issued  one  day  after  the  exclusion  hearing 
occurred.  At  that  time  Dudge  Coochise  was  to  make  a recommendation  to  the 
Hopi  Chairman  within  45  days,  which  resulted  in  Chairman  Taylor's  final 
determination  on  April  21  to  exclude  Hamilton  from  Hopi  lands  for  two 
years.  Hamilton's  attorneys  filed  an  appeal  last  week. 

Hopi  Tribal  Spokesperson  Gary  Husk  issued  a public  statement  before  the 
March  hearing  took  place,  describing  the  exclusion  proceedings.  In  that 
statement.  Husk  reported,  "In  deference  to  Ms.  Hamilton's  due  process 
rights,  the  Hopi  Tribe  will  not  issue  any  public  comment  on  this  matter 
until  this  process  has  concluded?  it  would  be  completely  inappropriate  for 
Chairman  Taylor,  or  his  office,  to  issue  any  statements  regarding  this 
matter. " 

'Sovereign  immunity'  and  'misinformation'  are  not  new  terms  to  the  Navajo 
Hopi  Land  Dispute  layers  of  conflict.  The  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
dismissed  two  lawsuits  this  year,  Manybeads  v.  US  Gov't  and  Clinton  v. 


Babbitt,  on  the  grounds  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  sovereign  immunity  and  is 
an  indispensable  party  to  the  suits. 

At  a separate  exclusion  hearing  held  later  in  March  which  resulted  in  a 
lifetime  exclusion  from  Hopi  Lands,  the  Hopi  Tribe  argued  among  other 
things  that  Dineh  HPL  supporter  Marsha  Monestersky  had  been  disseminating 
misinformation . 

In  his  conclusion  and  recommendation  to  the  Hopi  Chairman,  Dudge  Coochise 
stated,  "The  giving  of  wrong  and  misinformation  to  the  public  and  the 
Navajo  people  living  in  the  HPL  is  conduct  that  creates  problems  and  undue 
hardship  on  the  families  and  causes  dissention  among  the  people,  who  are 
already  in  a difficult  situation  in  dealing  with  the  Settlement  Act  and 
relocation  issues." 
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Bilingual  schooling  targeted 
Drive  to  put  issue  on  ballot 
By  Daniel  Gonzalez 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Dune  28,  2000 

A battle  is  brewing  over  the  future  of  bilingual  education  in  Arizona. 

On  one  side  are  opponents  of  bilingual  education,  many  of  them  Hispanics 
who  believe  Arizona's  30-year-old  system  is  a sham  that  inhibits  immigrant 
children  from  learning  English  and  places  them  on  the  road  to  educational 
and  economic  failure. 

"English  is  the  language  of  opportunity,"  said  Hector  Ayala,  a Tucson 
English  teacher  born  in  Mexico  who  is  co-chairman  of  a campaign  to  abolish 
bilingual  education  in  the  state. 

On  the  other  side  are  supporters  who  concede  that  bilingual  education 
may  have  some  faults  but  maintain  that  educating  immigrant  children  in  two 
languages  is  the  best  way  to  teach  them  to  speak  English  without 
sacrificing  their  native  language.  Bilingual  education  also  best  prepares 
them  for  the  global  marketplace,  supporters  say. 

On  Tuesday,  opponents  submitted  petitions  bearing  165,000  signatures  to 
the  secretary  of  state  supporting  a Nov.  7 ballot  initiative  to  scrap 
bilingual  education  in  Arizona  and  replace  it  with  a one-year  English 
immersion  program  for  non-English  speaking  students.  Proponents  need  101, 
000  valid  signatures  of  registered  voters. 

About  50  educators,  parents  and  children,  most  of  them  Hispanic,  went  to 
the  state  Capitol  to  show  their  support  for  the  anti-bilingual  education 
ballot  initiative.  They  carried  bilingual  signs  that  said,  "English  for 
the  children,"  in  Spanish  and  English. 

The  campaign  is  being  financed  by  millionaire  Ron  Unz  of  California,  who 
after  orchestrating  the  dismantling  of  bilingual  education  in  his  home 
state  in  1998,  has  shifted  his  focus  to  Arizona  and  elsewhere.  Unz  has 
said  he  would  like  to  organize  an  anti-bilingual  education  effort  in  New 
York  City. 

On  Tuesday,  Unz  said  he  has  contributed  $100,000  to  the  anti-bilingual 
education  campaign  in  Arizona.  In  California,  he  said,  test  scores 
improved  "dramatically"  after  bilingual  education  was  scrapped. 

But  Dohn  Petrovic,  a researcher  at  Arizona  State  University's  Center  for 
Bilingual  Education  and  Research,  said  the  assertion  that  English 
immersion  works  better  than  bilingual  education  is  "a  lie." 

Research  indicates  that  students  with  limited  English  skills  attending 
bilingual-education  programs  consistently  outperform  their  peers  in 
English  immersion  programs,  Petrovic  said. 

What's  more,  Petrovic  said,  the  majority  of  immigrant  children  in 
Arizona  already  are  placed  in  English  immersion  programs,  not  bilingual 


education . 

State  Sen.  Doe  Eddie  Lopez,  D-Phoenix,  a bilingual-education  supporter, 
said  opponents  have  wrongly  blamed  bilingual  education  for  the  high  drop- 
out rate  among  Hispanics. 

"If  you  are  going  to  lay  blame,  you  should  lay  blame  on  English 
immersion  because  only  between  5 and  7 percent  (of  limited  English- 
speaking  children)  are  actually  in  bilingual  education,"  Lopez  said. 

Lopez  further  characterized  the  anti-bilingual  education  campaign  as  a 
xenophobic  movement  that  seeks  to  capitalize  on  the  fears  and  anxieties 
about  Hispanics  trying  to  succeed  in  the  United  States. 

"I  think  it  is  an  extension  of  an  English-only  movement  by  Anglos 
somehow  afraid  that  Americans  are  going  to  lose  part  of  their  culture," 

Lopez  said. 

But  Ayala,  an  English  teacher  at  Cholla  High  School  in  Tucson,  said 
Hispanic  parents  are  fed  up  with  bilingual  education. 

"The  most  common  complaint  that  we  heard  from  the  parents  was  that 
bilingual  teachers  promised  them  that  their  kids  would  learn  to  speak 
Spanish  and  English  perfectly,"  Ayala  said.  "The  reality  was  that  their 
kids  were  dropping  out  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  grade  of  high  school  because 
they  weren't  learning  English." 

Ayala  said  he  is  proof  that  English  immersion  is  better  for  immigrant 
children.  When  he  was  9,  his  family  moved  to  Arizona  from  Nogales,  Sonora. 

He  never  lost  his  ability  to  speak  Spanish,  despite  attending  English-only 
classes . 

Retaining  his  native  language,  Ayala  said,  "was  my  folks'  responsibility, 
not  American  schools." 

Ayala  acknowledged  that  bilingual  education  sometimes  works. 

"But  that's  not  what  we  want,"  he  said.  "We  want  unqualified  success, 
and  bilingual  education  has  never  been  able  to  do  that." 

Reach  the  reporter  at  Daniel.Gonzalez@ArizonaRepublic.com  or  (602)  444-8312 
Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Canada  Under  Attack  Over  Indian  Oil  Rights 
By  Steven  Pearlstein  Washington  Post  Foreign  Service 

HOBBEMA,  Alberta  - In  a makeshift  teepee  beside  the  local  high  school 
earlier  this  month,  Indian  elder  Peter  Waskahat  closed  his  eyes,  drew  on  an 
ancient  ceremonial  pipe  and  asked  for  spiritual  guidance  in  recalling  the 
sacred  stories  of  his  Samson  tribal  ancestors  and  how  they  came  to  share 
their  land  with  Queen  Victoria  and  her  loyal  Canadian  subjects. 

This  is  not  the  way  witnesses  usually  prepare  to  testify  in  federal  court 
in  Canada,  but  this  is  not  an  ordinary  case.  At  stake  in  the  matter  of  Chief 
Victor  Buffalo  v.  Her  Majesty  The  Queen  are  not  only  billions  of  dollars 
that  taxpayers  may  be  ordered  to  hand  over  to  a handful  of  Indian  tribes, 
but  fundamental  questions  about  the  obligation  of  a modern  industrial 
country  to  protect  the  welfare  of  the  people  who  were  here  first. 

Unlike  most  Indian  litigation  in  Canada,  this  case  is  not  directly  about 
land  or  hunting  rights.  It's  about  oil  - 517  million  barrels  of  high  quality 
crude  that  were  pumped  between  1954  and  1990  from  beneath  tribal  land,  the 
Pigeon  Lake  Reserve,  30  miles  southwest  of  Edmonton.  Although  the  Samsons 
have  received  $600  million  in  royalties  over  the  years,  they  now  say  the 
Canadian  government  - their  trustee  in  these  matters  under  an  1876  treaty  - 
effectively  cheated  the  tribe  out  of  $900  million  more  by  negotiating 
sweetheart  leases  with  oil  companies,  preventing  it  from  obtaining  world 
market  prices  for  its  oil  and  requiring  it  to  lend  all  the  money  back  to  the 
Canadian  government  at  less  than  favorable  rates. 


"In  the  treaty,  the  government  agreed  to  manage  our  affairs  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  tribe, " said  Buffalo,  the  former  Samson  chief  who  filed  the 
suit  in  1989.  "What  they  wound  up  doing  was  managing  our  affairs  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  white  man." 

The  6,000  Samsons  are  not  the  only  Indians  making  this  complaint,  Doining 
in  the  suit,  either  as  co-plaintiffs  or  intervenors,  are  five  other  tribes 
with  nearly  identical  complaints.  Should  the  Federal  Court  of  Canada  rule  in 
the  Samsons'  favor,  the  Canadian  government  could  be  looking  at  a bill  for 
damages,  interest  and  court  costs  of  between  $3  billion  and  $4  billion, 
according  to  Samson  lawyer  John  O'Reilly. 

Because  of  the  vast  sums  at  issue,  the  case  has  become  something  of  a 
legal  leviathan  involving  11  years  of  pitched  legal  combat  that  has  included 
370  days  of  discovery,  the  subpoenaing  of  300,000  documents  and  15  pretrial 
motions.  A special  courtroom  has  been  constructed  for  the  trial,  which  is 
expected  to  last  three  years.  Together,  both  sides  have  spent  $20  million  in 
legal  fees. 

The  case  has  also  exposed  the  political  strains  over  Canadian  policies 
toward  Indians.  Although  the  Liberal  government  of  Prime  Minister  Dean 
Chretien  likes  to  portray  itself  as  a champion  of  Indian  autonomy  and 
self-government,  it  has  been  forced,  in  effect,  to  take  over  the  financial 
management  of  several  dozen  large  tribes  - including  the  Samsons  - that  ran 
up  huge  deficits  while  failing  to  deliver  many  basic  services  to  their 
people. 

An  audit  of  1999  spending  by  the  Samsons,  for  example,  found  that  the 
tribe  had  overspent  its  budget  by  more  than  $40  million,  according  to  a copy 
obtained  by  Toronto's  Globe  and  Mail  newspaper. 

During  that  year,  the  chief  and  12  tribal  councilors  paid  themselves  $1 
million  in  tax-free  salaries,  plus  millions  more  in  fees  and  inflated  travel 
expenses.  In  addition,  $8  million  was  doled  out  in  election  favors  and 
discretionary  cash  payments  to  tribe  members,  while  another  $5  million  in 
loans  to  tribe  members  were  written  off  as  uncollectable. 

Following  the  audit,  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  placed  the  tribe 
under  a form  of  receivership  and  brought  in  outside  auditors  to  co-manage 
its  operations.  With  the  court  case  now  coming  to  trial,  government  critics 
note  that  Canadian  taxpayers  face  the  prospect  of  forking  over  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  to  a tribe  that  has  already  squandered  much  of  its  oil 
bonanza,  creating  a welfare-dependent  community  in  which  80  percent  of 
adults  remain  unemployed  and  less  than  10  percent  of  children  graduate  from 
high  school. 

At  the  heart  of  the  Samson  case  is  the  conflict  between  the  government's 
role  as  protector  and  trustee  of  the  tribe  - as  set  out  in  the  1876  treaty 
and  incorporated  in  the  Canadian  constitution  - and  its  more  traditional 
role  of  policymaker  for  all  Canadians. 

In  the  early  1970s,  for  example,  after  foreign  oil  producers  dramatically 
raised  prices,  the  Canadian  government  imposed  an  oil  export  tax  that,  in 
effect,  set  the  domestic  oil  price  at  $22  a barrel,  or  about  40  percent 
below  the  price  on  world  markets.  Although  the  purpose  was  to  ensure  "energy 
independence"  and  cushion  the  Canadian  economy  from  the  shock  of  rapidly 
rising  oil  prices,  the  effect  of  the  legislation  was  to  disadvantage  the 
Samsons . 

In  his  opening  statement  to  Dudge  Max  Teitelbaum,  government  attorney 
Alan  D.  Macleod  argued  that  as  soon  as  the  Samsons  decided  to  put  their  oil 
into  the  commercial  market,  they  implicitly  agreed  to  abide  by  the  same 
regulations  that  apply  to  all  producers. 

Not  so,  responded  defense  lawyer  O'Reilly,  citing  a number  of  recent 
decisions  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  Fie  said  that  when  the  government 
signed  the  treaty  with  the  Samsons  and  other  Indian  nations  giving  it 
sovereignty  over  much  of  the  Canadian  plains,  it  agreed  to  act  as  a faithful 
trustee  of  Indian  interests  and  make  its  laws  conform  to  that  obligation  - 
even  if  it  meant  special  treatment  for  Indian  producers  and  higher  energy 
prices  for  everyone  else. 

"We  didn't  give  up  our  land  so  we  could  have  the  privilege  of  lowering 
heating  costs  on  Prince  Edward  Island,"  Buffalo  said  during  a break  in  the 
trial . 

Even  with  the  lower  oil  prices,  the  Samsons,  a Cree-speaking  tribe,  were 


still  the  richest  tribe  in  Canada.  At  its  height , the  Pigeon  Lake  oil  field 
was  generating  $13  million  a month  to  the  tribe's  trust  account. 

How  that  trust  money  was  invested  is  also  central  to  the  case.  The 
government  calculates  that  by  paying  the  Samsons  a floating  interest  rate 
pegged  to  long-term  treasury  bonds,  the  tribe  earned  an  average  annual  rate 
of  return  of  just  under  10  percent  over  the  past  30  years  - a better  return 
than  many  commercial  bond  funds. 

But  experts  hired  by  the  tribe  are  scheduled  to  testify  that  the  average 
return  was  only  8.8  percent  - fully  2 percentage  points  lower  than  the 
return  earned  by  the  government  employee  pension  fund,  which  also  earns 
interest  pegged  to  long-term  government  bonds.  Under  that  formula,  the 
Samsons  earned  only  5.5  percent  on  their  money  last  year,  or  enough  to 
provide  only  $500  per  tribe  member. 

"Bluntly  put,  no  non-aboriginal  institution  would  have  tolerated  such 
mismanagement,"  O'Reilly  told  the  judge. 

Dust  as  the  Samson  suit  has  revealed  some  of  the  weakness  of  government 
Indian  policies,  however,  it  also  has  revealed  a glaring  inconsistency  in 
the  tribe's  own  position. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  tribe  is  asking  the  court  to  give  it  full  control  of 
what  remains  of  its  oil  and  gas  money  - about  $200  million  - arguing  that 
the  treaty  entitles  the  Samsons  to  manage  it  themselves. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Samson  suit  argues  that  the  government  shirked  its 
responsibility  as  a trustee  by  permitting  the  tribe  - or  band,  as  Indian 
nations  are  called  here  - to  distribute  so  much  money  to  members  each  year 
that  they  were  disqualified  from  government  welfare  payments  and  other 
federal  grants. 

"They  say,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  government  is  too  paternalistic,  and 
on  the  other  that  it  was  not  paternalistic  enough,"  said  Macleod,  the 
government  attorney.  "I  don't  think  they  can  argue  it  both  ways." 

But  Indian  leaders  argue  that  after  years  of  failed  paternalism, 
autonomy,  however  risky,  is  their  last,  best  hope.  "This  is  supposedly  the 
richest  band  in  Canada,  and  we  have  nothing;  just  look  around,"  said 
Buffalo,  pointing  toward  clusters  of  tribal  housing,  much  of  it  ill 
furnished  and  in  poor  repair. 

"The  money  we're  supposed  to  have  is  in  the  hands  of  the  government, 
earning  a piddling  return.  And  because  we're  pinned  here  on  a reserve  with  no 
jobs  and  no  funds  for  economic  development,  we've  been  forced  into  this 
welfare  mentality  that  is  killing  us  as  a people.  We're  the  living  dead  here. 

Somehow,  we  need  to  get  control  of  our  destiny  again." 
http: //www. Washington post . com/wp-dyn/articles/A17801-2000Dun!8. html 
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"RE : Letter  to  Minister  Nault"  

Date:  Thu,  29  Dun  2000  18:10:57  -0400 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : letter  to  Minister  Nault 

Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Dune  29,  2000 

The  following  letter  was  sent  to  Robert  Nault,  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs, 
on  behalf  of  Outaouais  Lubicon  Solidarity.  It's  an  excellent  example  of  the 
kind  of  response  the  Minister  is  receiving  from  people  who  want  the  federal 
government  to  negotiate  in  good  faith  towards  a Lubicon  settlement  rather 
than  endlessly  maneuver  to  subvert  Lubicon  land  rights. 

+++++++++++++++++ 

Outaouais  Lubicon  Solidarity 
237,  rue  Champlain,  app  3 
Hull  QC  D8X  3R7 
tel  819  777  3058 


fax  613  729  1713 
mfoster@web . ca 

Dune  27,  2000 

Hon.  Robert  Nault, 

Minister, 

Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada 
10  Wellington  St. 

Hull,  Quebec 
K1A  0H4 

Dear  Minister  Nault: 

I am  writing  this  letter  to  express  to  you  our  grave  concern  over 
actions  by  officials  of  your  Department  that  have  caused  the 
suspension  of  settlement  negotiations  with  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree 
First  Nation. 

Lubicon  settlement  negotiations  were  scheduled  to  take  place  on  Dune 
21st  and  22nd  in  the  Lubicon  community  of  Little  Buffalo.  Federal 
government  and  Lubicon  government  negotiators  last  met  on  May  8th  and 
9th  in  order  to  discuss  various  proposals  for  community  construction 
and  the  status  of  a water  exploration  program  on  proposed  Lubicon 
reserve  lands.  Since  that  time,  however,  actions  by  federal  Indian 
and  Northern  Affairs  Regional  Director-General  (RDG)  Barrie  Robb  and 
Department  officials  Ken  Chipeniuk  and  Dim  Wincherauk  have 
effectively  blocked  efforts  at  settling  Lubicon  land  rights  by 
unilaterally  imposing  new  conditions  on  the  provision  of  social 
assistance  to  Lubicon  members  - conditions  that  are  arbitrary  and 
inapplicable  to  the  Lubicon  situation,  and  completely  unacceptable. 
Consequently,  the  Lubicons  put  scheduled  settlement  negotiation 
meetings  on  hold  until  the  long-standing  agreement  regarding 
provision  of  social  assistance  to  Lubicon  members  is  honoured  by  the 
federal  government. 

This  line  of  action  by  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  First  Nation  was  a 
direct  result  of  a Dune  13th  visit  by  Barrie  Robb,  Ken  Chipeniuk  and 
Dim  Wincherauk  to  Little  Buffalo.  Robb  stated  that  as  a result  of  the 
1991  federal/provincial  agreement,  the  federal  government  would  only 
provide  social  assistance  through  Lubicon  Band  administration  to 
those  Lubicon  members  who  live  in  the  community  of  Little  Buffalo. 
Robb  stated  that  following  a 1991  agreement,  those  Lubicon  members 
living  at  Trout  and  Peerless  Lakes  would  have  to  apply  to  the  Alberta 
government  for  social  assistance. 

The  above-mentioned  1991  agreement  outlines  the  responsibility  of  the 
federal  government  for  the  provision  of  social  assistance  for  status 
Indians  living  on-reserve,  as  well  as  the  responsibility  of  the 
Province  for  the  provision  of  social  assistance  to  so-called 
"off-reserve"  Indians,  specifically  with  respect  to  "Treaty  Seven  and 
Treaty  Eight  Indian  First  Nations,  Tribes  and  Bands  only."  This 
agreement  certainly  does  not  apply  to  First  Nations  under  Treaty  Six, 
nor  does  it  apply  to  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  First  Nation  who  have 
never  signed  nor  been  party  to  any  Treaty  with  Canada. 

It  is  in  this  context  that  the  most  recent  federal  initiative  to 
dismantle  a functioning  Lubicon  social  assistance  program  represents 
a serious  danger  to  the  completion  of  the  settlement  negotiations 
between  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  First  Nation  and  the  Federal  Government 
of  Canada. 

Regional  Office  officials  have  previously  accepted  that  it  is 
inappropriate  to  try  to  impose  these  conditions  on  the  Lubicon  Nation 
while  their  land  rights  remain  unresolved.  They  have  further  agreed 


not  to  impose  these  conditions  on  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  First  Nation 
while  settlement  negotiations  were  ongoing.  Unilaterally  changing 
that  agreement  represents  an  unacceptable  federal  government  position 
regarding  settlement  negotiations  and  its  imposition  on  the  Lubicon 
Nation  can  only  be  construed  as  bad  faith  on  the  government's  part. 

As  a result,  we  would  like  to  call  on  you  to  ensure  a quick  and  just 
settlement  with  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  First  Nation  by  unconditionally 
withdrawing  the  new  conditions  on  the  provision  of  social  assistance 
to  Lubicon  members  residing  outside  of  Little  Buffalo. 

Sincerely, 

Damie  Kneen 
President 

Outaouais  Lubicon  Solidarity 
cc:  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  First  Nation 
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- PLEASE  SHARE  THIS  WITH  EVERYONE  YOU  KNOW, 

AS  WELL  AS  THE  STORY  ON  THE  "S"  WORLD 

Keep  team  nickname,  Scarborough  High  survey  says 
By  DAVID  CONNERTY-MARIN,  Portland  Press  Herald  Writer 
Copyright  c.  2000  Blethen  Maine  Newspapers  Inc. 

SCARBOROUGH  - Most  Scarborough  High  School  students  want  to  keep  the 
controversial  nickname  Redskins  for  their  school's  sports  teams,  according 
to  survey  results  released  Monday. 

More  than  three-quarters  of  the  students  at  Scarborough  High  completed 
the  survey  shortly  before  the  end  of  the  school  year.  Fifty-two  percent  of 
them  said  they  favored  keeping  the  nickname,  compared  to  25  percent  who 
wanted  to  change  it.  Twenty-three  percent  were  undecided. 

School  Board  members  will  consider  the  survey  results  Thursday  night 
when  they  discuss  how  to  proceed  with  the  debate  over  the  nickname,  which 
is  seen  by  some  as  offensive  to  American  Indians  and  seen  by  others  as  a 
tradition-filled  tribute. 

The  survey  results  did  not  surprise  Deborah  Dackson,  chairwoman  of  the 
School  Board.  "It  has  always  been  my  understanding  that  there  is  a strong 
connection  between  the  student  body  and  the  name,"  she  said. 

School  districts  throughout  the  country  have  been  pressed  by  American 
Indian  groups  to  change  team  names  such  as  Redskins,  Braves,  Chiefs  and 
others  that  refer  to  American  Indians.  Redskins  is  considered  the  most 
offensive  of  the  nicknames,  and  some  groups  have  threatened  lawsuits 
against  school  districts  that  don't  change  voluntarily. 

Scarborough  is  one  of  three  high  schools  in  Maine  with  the  team  name  and 
mascot.  The  other  two,  Wiscasset  and  Sanford,  have  rejected  proposals  to 
drop  the  name. 

The  Scarborough  School  Board  first  sent  the  issue  to  the  students.  The 
school's  Civil  Rights  Team  organized  an  education  campaign  and  a two-day 
forum  this  spring  to  inform  students  about  the  origin  of  the  name  and  let 
American  Indians  say  why  they  find  it  offensive.  "Redskin"  was  the  term 
that  bounty  hunters  used  when  they  brought  Indian  scalps  to  government 
agencies  for  payment. 

"I  think  (the  forum)  was  only  the  first  step,"  said  Katelyn  Beeley,  who 
was  a co-president  of  the  Student  Council  before  graduating  this  month. 

Beeley  said  it  was  the  first  time  many  students  had  heard  about  the 
issue,  and  the  first  chance  student  leaders  got  to  dispel  a rumor  that  the 
only  alternative  to  the  current  team  name  was  the  Mosquitoes. 

Beeley  said  she  hopes  that  further  discussion  will  help  students 
understand  why  the  name  should  be  dropped.  Ultimately,  though,  she  said  it 
should  be  changed  regardless  of  whether  the  majority  agrees. 


"I  believe  we're  going  to  be  forced  legally  to  change  the  name 
eventually,  and  we  should  change  it  on  our  own,"  she  said. 

Michael  Alcott,  who  will  be  a junior  at  the  school  this  fall,  said  he 
does  not  want  to  see  the  name  changed. 

Alcott  said  he  recognizes  that  the  name  is  offensive  to  some,  but,  "If 
we  have  to  change  the  name,  that  will  affect  the  spirit  and  morale  of  the 
sports  teams." 

He  said  students  like  doing  a simulated  "tomahawk  chop"  at  games,  though 
he  sees  that  as  offensive  to  American  Indians. 

"I'm  glad  I'm  not  the  one  making  the  decision,"  he  said. 

A sampling  of  students'  comments  on  the  survey  - taken  anonymously  - 
shows  similarly  conflicted  views. 

"It  can  be  seen  as  offensive  and  it  may  be,  but  I still  think  that 
because  we  hold  their  name  in  honor  we  should  keep  on  honoring  it,"  wrote 
one  undecided  student. 

"I  think  it  would  be  a big  hassle  to  change  it  because  all  the  jerseys 
and  walls  of  the  school  would  have  to  change.  We  should  just  change  the 
name  but  not  the  Indian  itself,"  wrote  another. 

A student  who  wants  the  name  changed  wrote:  "I  feel  ashamed  to  wear  the 
uniform  with  Redskins  written  across  the  front." 

Students  opposed  to  changing  the  name  wrote  that  the  name  was  intended 
to  honor  American  Indians  and  should  be  taken  that  way.  Some  said  they 
resented  the  panel  at  the  Civil  Rights  Team's  two-day  forum  because  it  was 
heavily  biased  against  the  name. 

"It  hasn't  bothered  anyone  before,  so  why  should  it  now,"  wrote  one 
student . 

Beeley  said  she  is  encouraged  by  the  high  percentage  of  students  who 
said  they  were  undecided.  "It  means  they're  taking  the  time  to  think  about 
it,"  she  said. 

Now,  the  School  Board  will  open  the  discussion  to  the  entire  community. 
No  action  will  be  taken  Thursday  night.  The  board's  meeting  will  begin  at 
7 p.m.  at  Town  Hall. 

Dackson  said  that  even  if  she  believes  the  name  should  be  changed  - and 
she  hasn't  said  that  yet  - the  community's  opinion  is  important.  She  hopes 
to  hear  that  Thursday,  and  perhaps  at  future  meetings. 

"They  elected  me  to  listen  to  them  on  the  issues,"  Dackson  said.  "If  the 
community  at-large  and  the  student  body  don't  want  it  changed,  what  right 
do  I have  to  go  against  that?" 

David  Connerty-Marin  can  be  contacted  at  791-6325  or 
at : d con  nerty-marin(3pres  she  raid . com 
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Tuesday,  Dune  27,  2000=20 

'Squaw'  renaming  may  have  exception 

By  PAUL  CARRIER,  Portland  Press  Herald  Writer 

AUGUSTA  - County  officials  in  northern  Maine  are  gearing  up  to  comply 
with  a new  state  law  banning  the  use  of  the  word  "squaw"  in  all  place 
names,  but  municipal  officials  in  Standish  and  Stockton  Springs  do  not 
plan  to  do  the  same. 

Officials  offered  conflicting  assessments  Monday  regarding  a law  that 
the  Legislature  passed  this  year  outlawing  the  word  "squaw"  and  the 
alternative  spelling  "squa"  in  Maine's  ponds,  streams,  islands,  bays, 
mountains  and  other  lo-  cations. 

The  two  towns  that  believe  they  are  free  to  ignore  the  law  say  the  sites 
within  their  borders  - Squaw  Island  on  Sebago  Lake  in  Standish  and  Squaw 
Head  and  Squaw  Point  in  Stockton  Springs  - are  privately  owned  and 
therefore  exempt. 

Supporters  of  the  law  disagree,  saying  it  requires  that  all  such  place 


names  be  changed,  regardless  of  who  owns  them. 

About  two  dozen  locations  in  seven  counties,  most  of  them  in  Piscataquis 
and  Aroostook  counties,  may  be  affected  by  the  law,  which  was  passed  at 
the  request  of  Maine  Indians.  Although  some  Indians  do  not  find  the  word 
"squaw"  offensive,  many  others  say  it  is  often  used  by  non-Indians  as  a 
derogatory  term  to  belittle  and  insult  Indian  women  in  a way  that  suggests 
promiscuity. 

The  law  requires  that  municipalities  change  such  place  names  if  they 
exist  within  their  borders,  and  that  county  governments  change  them 
wherever  they  exist  in  the  unorganized  territories. 

The  law  takes  effect  Aug.  11.  County  and  local  governments  will  then 
have  six  months  - or  until  Feb.  11  - to  make  the  changes  and  notify  the 
state  and  federal  governments. 

Officials  in  Piscataquis  and  Aroo-  stook  counties  said  Monday  they  have 
not  yet  taken  steps  to  change  about  18  place  names  in  those  two  counties, 
but  they  plan  to  do  so  by  the  legal  deadline. 

"We're  going  to  follow  the  law,"  said  Eben  DeWitt,  chairman  of  the 
Piscataquis  County  commissioners.  "We're  not  lawbreakers  in  Piscataquis 
County. " 

DeWitt  said  his  commission  probably  will  authorize  one  of  its  own 
members,  who  is  from  Greenville,  to  hold  one  or  more  hearings  there  on 
possible  name  changes. 

Many  of  the  place  names  that  will  have  to  be  changed  are  in  the 
Greenville  area,  including  Big  Squaw  Mountain.  The  law  does  not  apply  to 
private  businesses  that  use  the  word  in  their  names,  such  as  the  Big  Squaw 
Mountain  Resort  in  Green-  ville. 

In  that  case,  the  name  of  the  mountain  will  have  to  be  changed  but  the 
owners  of  the  resort  are  free  to  keep  the  name  of  their  business,  if  they 
see  fit. 

Roland  Martin,  the  county  administrator  in  Aroostook  County,  said  county 
commissioners  there  plan  to  create  an  advisory  board  in  Duly  to  solicit 
public  comment  on  new  names  for  the  likes  of  Squapan  Township  and  Squa  Pan 
Knob. 

"Clearly,  what  we  want  is  some  local  input,"  Martin  said.  "We  fully 
intend  to  comply." 

One  group  that  has  shown  the  way  is  the  Passamaquoddy  Tribe,  which 
renamed  Squaw  Pond  in  Passamaquoddy  territory  to  Sipun  Pond. 

State  Rep.  Donald  Soctomah,  the  tribe's  representative  to  the 
Legislature  and  the  sponsor  of  the  "squaw"  bill,  said  the  new  name  is  an 
Indian  word  for  black  fly,  which  aptly  describes  one  of  the  pond's  best- 
known  features. 

Similarly,  the  Penobscot  Nation  is  taking  steps  to  rename  White  Squaw 
Island,  which  is  on  Penobscot  land  in  Greenbush  Township. 

"There  is  a process  that  the  tribe  is  going  through  on  how  to  rename 
that,"  said  Dohn  Banks,  a tribal  member  of  the  Maine  Indian  Tribal-State 
Commission,  a state  agency  that  strongly  supported  passage  of  the  "squaw" 
bill. 

The  situation  is  far  different  in  Standish  and  Stockton  Springs,  where 
ownership  of  affected  properties  has  emerged  as  the  central  issue. 

William  Kirk,  town  manager  in  Standish,  said  municipal  officials  there 
believe  they  do  not  have  to  change  the  name  of  Squaw  Island  because  it  is 
privately  owned. 

"I  think  private  individuals  can  keep  it"  if  they  want  to,  Kirk  said. 

The  owners,  Robert  and  Ruth  Mougalian  of  Buxton,  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment . 

In  Stockton  Springs,  First  Selectman  Lew  Armstrong  said  local  officials 
share  Kirk's  view  as  far  as  Squaw  Head  and  Squaw  Point  are  concerned  and 
will  assume  that  owners  of  those  properties  have  control  of  the  names, 
"until  we  hear  to  the  contrary." 

That  interpretation  of  the  law  does  not  sit  well  with  some  of  the 
legislators  who  helped  pass  it.  They  say  the  wishes  of  the  landowners  are 
immaterial  because  the  law  does  not  give  them  jurisdiction  over  place 
names . 

Landowners  can  call  their  property  whatever  they  want,  the  law's 
supporters  say,  but  state  law  now  requires  official  name  changes  in  all 


such  cases,  ultimately  including  new  names  on  maps. 

"That  word  is  going  to  disappear"  from  all  Maine  place  names,  Soctomah 
said . 

"There's  no  exception  for  (private  landowners).  The  law  is  quite  clear," 
said  Rep.  Richard  Thompson,  D-Naples,  co-chairman  of  the  legislative 
committee  that  considered  the  issue.  "It's  not  up  to  the  owners.  This  is 
separate  from  what  they  call  it.  It  has  a separate  geographic  name"  that 
must  be  changed  in  all  cases. 

That's  fine  with  Sarah  Ely,  daughter  of  Joseph  Ely  of  Wayland,  Mass., 
who  is  listed  by  Stockton  Springs  as  the  owner  of  tiny  Squaw  Head  island. 

"Whatever  makes  people  feel  comfortable  is  fine  with  me,"  said  Ely, 
whose  family  also  owns  land  on  nearby  Squaw  Point  in  Stockton  Springs. 

"I'd  say  it's  the  town's  responsibility"  to  change  the  names,  she  said.  "I 
don't  really  know  how  we  would  change  it"  and  then  make  a family-initiated 
change  official,  she  said. 

Staff  Writer  Paul  Carrier  can  be  contacted  at  622-7511 

or  at:  pcarrier(3pressherald . com 
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Legend  of  Blue  Jacket  Questioned 
c.  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
June  12,  2000 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (AP)  --  Eighteenth-century  war  chief  Blue  Jacket  led  the 
Shawnees  against  Army  forces  trying  to  crush  American  Indian  resistance  in 
what  is  now  Ohio.  Generations  later,  DNA  tests  have  reignited  a controversy 
over  whether  he  was  Indian  or  white. 

The  story  of  Blue  Jacket  being  a white  man  dates  back  to  at  least  1877  -- 
when  it  was  mentioned  in  a Daily  Ohio  State  Journal  commentary  --  and  is 
dramatized  in  an  outdoor  theater  production  in  Xenia  each  summer. 

It's  a theory  that  upsets  Gaylord  Carlyle  Hinshaw,  a seventh-generation 
descendant  of  Blue  Jacket,  among  others. 

"I  do  not  want  it  to  be  known  as  history,"  said  Hinshaw,  of  Norman,  Okla. 
"It's  a lie,  and  I want  it  to  be  known  as  a lie." 

A biography  written  in  1969  by  Allan  Eckert  identified  Blue  Jacket  as 
Marmaduke  Van  Swearingen,  the  son  of  white  settlers  who  was  adopted  by  the 
Shawnees  after  they  found  him  in  West  Virginia  woods  in  1771.  The  tribe 
named  the  17-year-old  for  the  blue  shirt  he  was  wearing. 

But  recent  DNA  evidence  has  raised  questions  about  that  claim. 

Dan  Crane,  a Wright  State  University  biologist,  said  preliminary  test 
results  on  DNA  samples  taken  from  five  descendants  of  Blue  Jacket  and  five 
Swearingens  show  the  two  men  were  not  the  same.  The  tests  suggest  Blue 
Jacket  was  an  American  Indian,  but  do  not  exclude  the  possibility  he  was 
white.  Crane  said. 

Crane  received  the  DNA  samples  from  Robert  Van  Trees,  who  first  raised 
questions  about  the  Blue  Jacket  story  in  the  early  1980s  while  researching 
his  family  history. 

"I'm  happy,  maybe,  that  we  have  got  the  chance  once  and  for  all  to  put 
this  thing  to  bed,"  said  Van  Trees.  "But  there  are  some  Bluejackets  and 
Swearingens  who  still  believe  the  story.  You're  not  going  to  change  that 
overnight . " 

Van  Trees,  82,  of  suburban  Fairborn,  said  he  found  no  evidence  of  a man 
named  Marmaduke  Van  Swearingen.  However,  he  said  there  was  a Marmaduke 
Swearingen,  born  in  1763  in  western  Pennsylvania,  who  disappeared  one  day 
and  his  family  never  saw  him  again. 

Last  summer.  Van  Trees  said,  he  tracked  down  descendants  of  Swearingen 


and  Blue  Jacket  around  the  country,  collecting  saliva  samples.  Many  of  Blue 
Jacket's  descendants  told  him  they  never  believed  that  Blue  Jacket  was  a 
white  man.  Van  Trees  said.  But  he  said  they  did  not  challenge  the  story 
because  they  were  treated  better  in  society  if  the  story  stood. 

The  preliminary  DNA  test  results  have  given  ammunition  to  some 
historians . 

"There  is  absolutely  no  contemporary  evidence  that  indicates  Blue  Jacket 
was  anything  other  than  a Shawnee,"  said  Terry  Barnhart,  a history  professor 
at  Eastern  Illinois  University  who  has  researched  the  cultural  history  of 
Indian  tribes  affiliated  with  Ohio. 

Mark  Seielstad,  research  associate  at  Harvard  University's  School  of 
Public  Health,  said  the  DNA  tests  would  probably  be  able  to  determine 
whether  Blue  Jacket  and  Swearingen  were  the  same  man  if  the  descendants 
are  who  they  say  they  are. 

Van  Trees  said  he  checked  the  birth  dates  and  parents  of  all  of  the  people 
he  tested  and  believes  they  are  all  bona  fide  descendants. 

Alexander  Kaye,  who  has  published  Eckert's  books,  said  the  author  got  his 
information  on  Blue  Jacket  from  family  records  and  did  "exhaustive 
research . " 

Eckert,  who  lives  in  Bellefontaine,  declined  comment.  His  wife,  Nancy, 
said  her  husband  is  "fed  up  with  commenting,  fed  up  with  setting  the  record 
straight . " 

"This  whole  thing  is  just  nuts,"  she  said. 

She  questioned  the  accuracy  of  the  DNA  results  and  whether  the  people 
tested  were  true  descendants.  "You  would  have  to  have  all  kinds  of 
documentation . " 
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Indians  split  over  bill  to  distribute  $121  million  to  tribe 
Copyright  c.  Las  Vegas  Review- Journal 
By  Christine  Dorsey 
June  29,  2000 

WASHINGTON  --  Western  Shoshone  Indians  are  at  odds  over  a bill  introduced 
this  week  by  Sen.  Harry  Reid,  D-Nev.  that  would  distribute  nearly  $121 
million  to  6,500  tribal  members  in  Nevada. 

The  measure  would  divide  money  evenly  among  living  tribal  members  who 
are  at  least  one-quarter  Western  Shoshone,  meaning  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  the  tribe  would  receive  a check  from  the  federal  government  for 
between  $15,000  and  $20,000. 

"We've  waited  a long  time,"  said  Larry  Piffero,  of  Elko,  a member  of  the 
Elko  Band  Council  and  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council,  and  co-chairman  of  the 
Western  Shoshone  Steering  Committee  that  helped  Reid  draft  the  bill. 

Piffero  and  Nancy  Stewart,  a tribal  member  from  Fallon,  have  led  the 
effort  to  release  the  millions,  which  have  been  held  by  the  federal 
government  for  more  than  two  decades. 

"I'm  sure  people  will  put  their  money  to  good  use,"  said  Piffero. 

Others  in  the  tribal  council,  however,  have  voiced  concern  that  the 
payment  would  mean  the  tribe  can  no  longer  pursue  long-standing  land 
claims  against  the  government. 

The  Western  Shoshone  Nation  at  one  time  claimed  land  covering  at  least 
one-third  of  Nevada,  as  well  as  portions  of  Idaho,  Utah  and  California. 

The  Indians  still  call  that  land  "Newe  Sogobia."  But  the  California  Gold 
Rush  brought  white  settlers  in,  and  slowly  the  Indian  land  became  U.S. 
land . 

The  Indian  Lands  Claim  Commission  was  established  in  1946  to  compensate 
Indians  for  land  taken  by  the  U.S.  government.  The  commission  determined 


that  the  Western  Shoshone  land  was  taken  by  "gradual  encroachment/'  and 
awarded  the  tribe  $26  million. 

But  the  tribe  did  not  accept  the  payment,  arguing  it  wanted  its  land 
back.  After  a long  legal  battle,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  favor  of 
the  commission's  decision,  and  in  1979,  Congress  earmarked  $26  million  for 
the  tribe. 

Since  then,  the  money  has  been  sitting  in  a U.S.  Treasury  account 
earning  interest  while  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  continues  to  hold  out. 
Today,  the  allotment  is  worth  $121  million. 

Attempts  to  reach  members  of  the  national  tribal  council  were 
unsuccessful  Wednesday.  In  recent  months,  some  tribal  leaders  have  said 
publicly  they  fear  individual  members  may  squander  their  payments,  and 
that  the  measure  could  mean  less  leverage  in  the  future  for  the  tribe  to 
regain  lost  land. 

Reid  said  he  is  introducing  the  bill  because  it  now  appears  the  majority 
of  tribal  members  favor  distributing  their  money,  noting  that  in  1998 
Piffero  and  others  conducted  a vote  of  the  membership.  Of  those  who 
participated,  1,230  voted  to  support  the  cash  payments,  while  53  opposed 
it . 

"I  respect  the  decision  to  distribute  these  funds  which  have  lingered 
for  more  than  20  years,"  said  Reid. 

Sen.  Richard  Bryan,  D-Nev.,  has  not  signed  onto  the  bill.  His  spokesman, 
Dave  Lemmon,  said  Bryan  does  not  oppose  the  bill,  but  wants  to  take  a 
closer  look  before  lending  his  name  to  the  legislation. 

Under  Reid's  bill,  15  percent  of  the  total  allotment  would  be  set  aside 
for  a scholarship  trust  fund  controlled  by  an  committee  of  tribal  members 
representing  each  of  six  bands  of  Shoshone  scattered  throughout  Nevada, 
and  one  at-large  member. 

The  rest  of  the  money  would  be  evenly  distributed  among  every  eligible 
tribal  member  living  at  the  time  the  law  is  enacted.  At  last  count. 

Western  Shoshone  throughout  Nevada  numbered  approximately  6,500.  Any 
tribal  member  under  the  age  of  18  would  have  their  share  held  in  trust 
until  their  18th  birthday,  and  they  would  collect  their  share  over  four 
years . 
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River  of  no  return 

If  Newfoundland  logs  along  the  Main  River,  it  will  destroy  one  of 
Canada's  wilderness  gems,  says  Tom  Perry,  who  paddled  it 
Tom  Perry 

Monday,  Dune  19,  2000 

In  1972  I went  to  Newfoundland  and,  like  many  before  me,  left  a piece 
of  my  heart.  In  fact,  I nearly  donated  my  whole  body.  That  summer,  I 
worked  with  three  other  students  in  Parks  Canada's  Wild  River  Survey. 

In  those  days,  Newfoundland  rivers  teemed  with  salmon.  People  were 
warm  and  curious  about  us  Canadians  from  "up  along,"  with  our 
aluminum  canoes  and  freeze-dried  rations.  Pierre  Trudeau,  lover  of 
wilderness  canoeing,  was  prime  minister;  Canada  seemed  ready  to  lead 
the  world  in  conservation.  I dared  to  dream  of  a national  system  of 
wild  rivers,  of  protecting  our  great  waterways. 

One  day  after  ice-out,  we  landed  at  King  George  IV  Lake,  source  of 
the  Lloyds  River  in  the  heart  of  southwest  Newfoundland.  The  Lloyds' 
first  waves  filled  my  face  as  our  canoe  submerged  gracefully  and 
delivered  me  to  the  bone-chilling  torrent.  This  sort  of  thing  didn't 
happen  in  university,  and  I was  too  stunned  to  react.  Stern  paddler 
Harry  Collins  saved  my  bacon,  having  learned  enough  dialect  to  shout: 
"Lord  t' underin'  Daysus!  Swim  for  your  life,  b'ye!" 

A week  later,  sans  food,  axe  and  pride,  we  dragged  our  boats  over  a 


massive  log  boom  at  the  head  of  Red  Indian  Lake.  The  shores  of 
Newfoundland's  longest  lake  were  so  choked  with  pulp  logs  that  we 
couldn't  land  for  60  kilometres.  Downstream,  the  Exploits  River  bed 
was  paved  with  sunken  logs. 

By  late  Dune,  we  had  discovered  the  dramatic  scenery  of  the  Long 
Range  Mountains,  just  outside  the  newly  designated  Gros  Morne 
National  Park.  But  the  Humber  River  was  already  heavily  logged  near 
its  upper  falls.  The  famous  salmon  stream  was  still  beautiful,  but 
when  we  paddled  past  the  bloated  corpse  of  a caribou,  I wondered  what 
it  portended.  Now  I know.  Since  1972,  the  upper  Humber  has  been  so 
ravaged  that  local  pilots  compare  it  to  Hiroshima. 

It  seemed  too  late  to  find  genuine  wilderness  in  Newfoundland,  so  we 
turned  our  attention  north  to  Labrador,  until  Gene  Manion,  one  of 
Newfoundland's  most  experienced  bush  pilots,  stopped  us  in  our 
tracks.  He  would  not  countenance  our  crew's  departure  until  we  had 
canoed  the  Main  River  on  the  Great  Northern  Peninsula.  Only  55 
kilometres  from  source  to  sea,  the  river  was  too  inconspicuous  on  a 
map  to  have  been  noticed  in  Ottawa. 

The  Main  turned  out  to  be  a true  wilderness  gem.  My  field  notes 
describe  "fantastically  beautiful  scenery.  . . . River  famous  for  fly 
fishing.  Mid-river  meadows  known  as  Big  Steady  exquisite  --  moose, 
fox,  and  waterfowl  conspicuous  against  background  of  emerald  grasses 
and  wild  blue  iris.  Descent  of  12-mile  canyon  extremely  challenging, 
but  water  warm.  Camped  at  mid-canyon  opposite  waterfall  evoking 
Dionysian  myths . " 

It  was  love  at  first  sight.  I have  since  travelled  throughout  Canada 
but  found  no  similar  diversity  and  unspoiled  beauty  within  such  a 
small  watershed.  The  Main  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  North  America's 
great  canoeing  rivers.  Though  we  emerged  from  its  canyon  drenched, 
bitten  and  bruised,  we  enthusiastically  recommended  that  Parks  Canada 
encourage  the  Newfoundland  government  to  preserve  the  entire  Main 
River  drainage. 

For  years,  I heard  nothing  further  of  the  Main.  In  1991,  I bought 
postage  stamps  celebrating  its  nomination  to  the  Canadian  Heritage 
Rivers  System.  But  nothing  happened.  Nothing  public,  that  is.  Until 
now. 

Four  weeks  ago,  I learned  the  Main  is  under  sentence  of  death.  Part 
of  my  heart  must  yet  be  circling  one  of  the  canyon's  back  eddies:  I 
felt  the  onset  of  angina. 

Corner  Brook  Pulp  & Paper,  western  Newfoundland's  dominant  forest 
company,  is  seeking  to  amend  its  forest  licence  and  begin  immediate 
road  construction  and  logging  to  within  150  metres  of  the  river. 
Clear-cuts  planned  quietly  since  1986  would  desecrate  the  Main's  most 
scenic  stretches,  including  the  Big  Steady,  made  famous  by  Canada 
Post's  stamp.  Yet  an  "environmental-impact  statement"  prepared  for 
the  company  pretends  this  would  not  affect  the  heritage  designation 
nor  damage  the  Main's  ecology. 

Dohn  McCarthy,  a Desuit  priest  completing  his  doctorate  in  forest 
ecology,  says  the  Main  River  watershed  harbours  Newfoundland's  oldest 
intact  boreal  forest.  Woodland  caribou  and  the  endangered 
Newfoundland  pine  marten  require  its  intact  canopy  to  survive.  In 
adjacent  watersheds,  siltation  caused  by  logging  is  damaging  already 
badly  depleted  salmon  stocks.  How  would  massive  clear-cuts  affect  the 
Main ' s famous  run? 

Corner  Brook  Pulp  & Paper  pleads  the  usual  arguments  of  economic 
necessity.  Yet  loggers  at  the  Main's  mouth  have  been  left  unemployed 
as  one  mechanical  harvester  replaces  the  saws  of  many  men.  The  "kill 
now,  reckon  later"  philosophy,  which  drove  northern  cod  to  near 
extinction,  still  resonates  in  the  province  of  cod  saviour  Brian 
Tobin.  If  ontogeny  recapitulates  phylogeny,  Mr.  Tobin  may  be  doomed 
to  repeat  the  disastrous  "development"  experience  of  Doey  Smallwood. 

I hope  not.  Newfoundland  conservationists,  allied  with  scientists  and 
the  tourism  industry,  have  mounted  a fierce  defence  of  their  last 
remaining  wilderness.  The  Main  River  Coalition's  Web  site 
(home.thezone.net/~wolverin/mainriver.html)  illuminates  a sorry 


history  of  backroom  deals  consistently  breaching  sound  environmental 
principles . 

Angina  environmentalis  has  been  unrelenting  since  I heard  about  the 
Main's  death  sentence;  the  only  known  treatment  is  to  fight  back.  I 
have  loved  this  graceful  river  for  28  years  and  longed  to  see  her 
again,  pristine,  sensuous  and  regal.  Damned  if  I'm  going  to  sit  by 
and  watch  her  pulped  for  toilet  paper! 

If  Newfoundlanders  jig  the  last  northern  cod  or  fell  their  final 
ancient  spruce,  they  only  delay  the  day  of  reckoning.  Prime  Minister 
lean  Chretien,  you  were  our  ebullient  minister  of  national  parks  in 
the  1970s.  Where  are  you  now?  My  chest  pain  is  getting  worse  by  the 
day.  I need  you  to  make  a house  call  --  to  the  Big  Steady,  where  my 
heart  aches  for  the  Newfoundland  wilderness. 

Tom  Perry  is  a Vancouver  physician  and  former  B.C.  minister  of 
advanced  education.  In  1972  and  1973,  he  explored  wild  rivers  in 
Newfoundland,  Labrador,  Quebec  and  Alberta. 
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Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

Saskatoon  Police  Newsletter  Says  RCMP  Looking  At  Two  More  Officers  In 
Native  Deaths 

SASKATOON  (CP)  An  RCMP  task  force  looking  into  the  deaths  of  a handful  of 
aboriginal  men  is  investigating  two  more  Saskatoon  police  officers,  says  a 
police  newsletter. 

The  Quarterly,  the  Saskatoon  police  association  newsletter,  says  the 
officers  are  being  investigated  in  relation  to  the  suspicious  death  of 
Neil  Stonechild  in  1990. 

"In  light  of  more  allegations  being  brought  forward  by  Rodney  Wailing 
(who  alleges  police  tried  to  drown  him),  and  two  more  of  our  members  being 
investigated  in  regards  to  Neil  Stonechild 's  death  I would  like  to  offer  a 
word  of  caution  to  all  of  you,"  association  president  A1  Stickney  says  in 
the  newsletter. 

Stonechild 's  frozen  body  was  found  in  a field  north  of  the  city  10  years 
ago. 

A friend  of  the  17-year-old  said  he  was  last  seen  being  driven  away  in  the 
back  of  a police  car. 

The  RCMP  task  force  recently  decided  to  investigate  the  incident  but  then 
said  they  would  put  it  on  hold  until  more  recent  allegations  of  police 
misconduct  against  officers  Ken  Munson  and  Dan  Hatchen  were  wrapped  up. 

The  task  force's  investigation  resulted  in  charges  of  assault  and  unlawful 
confinement  against  Munson  and  Flatchen.  The  charges  relate  to  a complaint 
by  Darrell  Night,  who  alleged  that  early  on  Ian.  28  police  drove  him  to  a 
remote  area  outside  of  the  city,  took  his  jacket  and  told  him  to  find  his 
own  way  back. 

Night  said  it  was  a frigid  night  but  he  managed  to  walk  to  a nearby  power 
plant,  where  a worker  helped  him  call  a taxi. 

The  task  force  is  also  investigating  the  deaths  of  Rodney  Naistus,  25, 
and  Lawrence  Wegner,  30.  Their  frozen  bodies  were  found  on  Dan.  29  and 
Feb.  3 in  the  same  area  where  Night  alleges  he  was  dumped. 

The  RCMP  probe  also  includes  the  deaths  of  Lloyd  Doseph  Dustyhorn  and 
Darcy  Dean  Ironchild. 

No  charges  have  been  laid  in  any  of  the  deaths. 

Despite  what  he  wrote  in  the  newsletter,  Stickney  would  not  confirm 
whether  the  RCMP  investigation  is  focusing  on  individuals. 

He  referred  questions  about  the  probe  to  the  RCMP. 

Sgt.  Rick  Wychreschuk,  RCMP  spokesman,  said  he  was  not  aware  of  any  more 
officers  being  investigated  by  the  task  force. 


"Obviously  it's  something  that's  new  to  me  but  even  if  it  were  true,  we 
don't  just  go  and  say,  'Listen  we're  investigating  two  additional  police 
officers,"'  said  Wychreschuk.  "It's  really  not  appropriate  to  divulge  or 
expose  everybody  that  we're  investigating." 

In  the  newsletter,  Stickney  goes  on  to  advise  his  fellow  police  officers, 
"Please  be  very  careful  before  giving  a statement  in  regards  to  any 
investigation  of  wrongdoing  by  yourself  or  others.  Remember  your  rights. 

If  you  are  in  any  doubt  about  what  you  should  or  should  not  be  doing  in 
regard  to  reporting  your  actions,  take  a step  back  and  contact  an 
association  representative. " 

Stickney  said  his  message  was  in  no  way  advising  officers  to  cover  up 
guilty  actions,  but  rather  to  be  aware  of  their  rights  to  union 
representation  and,  if  necessary,  lawyers. 

"That's  what  I'm  saying  _ not  to  lie,  not  to  try  to  cover  things  up,  but 
be  aware  that  you  have  the  rights,"  he  said. 

The  task  force,  which  was  set  up  in  February  after  Night's  complaint,  is 
also  looking  into  a complaint  by  Wailing  who  alleged  that  Saskatoon  police 
officers  attempted  to  drown  him  in  the  river. 

Munson  and  Hatchen  have  been  suspended  and  are  awaiting  a decision  by  the 
head  of  the  Saskatchewan  Police  Commission  on  whether  their  pay  should  be 
re-instated . 

The  two  constables  are  awaiting  trial. 
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FBI  to  examine  cash  shortfall  at  Kiowa  casino 
By  Mark  A.  Hutchison 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
06/30/2000 

CARNEGIE  --  The  FBI  has  agreed  to  address  concerns  of  Kiowa  Tribe  members 
regarding  $2  million  that  is  unaccounted  for  from  their  closed  casino. 

The  move  comes  after  the  tribal  chairman  announced  an  internal 
investigation  and  tribal  members  protested  in  front  of  the  FBI  Oklahoma 
City  office  over  what  they  believed  was  a lack  of  action  by  federal 
authorities . 

Casino  manager  Shan  Gachot  said  he  met  Tuesday  with  Richard  Marquise, 

FBI  special  agent  in  charge  of  Oklahoma.  Marquise  has  agreed  to  meet  at 
6:30  p.m.  today  at  the  Red  Carpet  Inn  in  Anadarko,  Gachot  said.  Interested 
Kiowa  members  are  urged  to  attend. 

The  FBI  is  investigating  the  casino's  lack  of  records  and  how  money  from 
its  operation  was  apparently  given  to  tribal  members  for  "emergency 
assistance. " 

A former  casino  manager,  Tammy  Reeves,  said  she  and  casino  employees 
were  instructed  by  individual  tribal  leaders  in  1998  and  1999  to  give  $40, 
000  to  tribal  members.  Receipts  were  written  for  some  of  the  money,  while 
some  cash  approvals  were  done  by  phone. 

Some  receipts  show  the  money  was  given  for  tools,  a homecoming  gown  and 
meals.  Other  receipts  were  not  signed  or  the  handwriting  is  illegible. 

The  tribe's  gaming  ordinance  requires  cash  aid  to  be  approved  by  the 
eight-member  Kiowa  Business  Committee. 

The  casino  opened  in  1997.  An  audit  for  the  10  months  ending  in  October 
shows  half  the  records  are  unaccounted  for. 

Based  on  records  available  that  show  casino  revenue  of  $2  million  during 
that  period,  Gachot  estimates  $2  million  is  unaccounted  for. 


Tribal  Chairman  Billy  Evans  Horse,  who  took  office  Dune  13,  said  the 
Kiowa  Business  Committee  is  trying  to  locate  casino  records. 
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Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Dames,  Charles  P 

#284-382 

PO  Box  1812 

Marion,  OH  43301 

Date  of  Birth:  3/4/55 

Ancestry:  Lakota/Cherokee 

Dohnson,  Chad  A. 

#288-594 
PO  Box  7010 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  11/6/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Dett,  Alan  Lee 
#143-205 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/1/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Doan,  Robert  Richard 

#194-728 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/30/55 
Ancestry:  Seneca 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  Danet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Dail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640289,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 


RE:  Wozhii  and  the  4th  of  Duly 


Date:  Sat,  01  Dul  2000  15:22:03  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Sub  j : wozhii  and  the  4th  of  Duly 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  dump  was  frozen  solid,  the  sound  of  crunching  snow  was  the  only  thing 
heard . 

"Help  me.  Sonny,"  and  the  young  boy  of  seven  helped  his  father  with  the 
trash  to  be  dumped  out  of  the  old  chevy  pickup.  His  hair  was  thick  and 
black,  a natural  born  athlete  who  hopped  on  the  back  of  truck  easily  and 
though  quiet  always  seemed  to  have  one  of  those  faces  that  smiled  easily. 

He  was  strong  and  agile  for  his  age  and  seemed  a natural  always  able  to 
land  on  his  feet. 

"I  think  that's  about  it  son."  and  the  tail  gate  was  lifted  up  and 
locked.  There  was  a noise,  it  sounded  like  a kitten  could  be  heard.  The 
cold  air  made  the  young  boy's  breath  cloudy  in  the  air. 

"Look  there  is  a kitty  over  there  in  the  trash",  the  boy  said.  They 
could  see  it  looking  at  them  and  his  father  said,  "It's  mother  is  probably 
around  here  somewhere. . .we  have  to  go."  So  they  got  in  the  truck  and  went 
home. 

It  was  so  cold  that  night  that  even  the  house  seemed  frozen  with  icicles 
hanging  to  the  ground,  everything  was  snow  white  and  sky  was  crystal  clear 
blue  the  next  morning.  The  father  and  the  boy  found  themselves  back  at  the 
trash  pile  unloading  another  load  and  as  they  were  taking  things  out  of 
the  bed  they  could  hear  the  kitten  meowing  somewhere  in  the  pile.  The  boy 
could  see  the  trail  of  small  foot  prints  and  told  his  father,  "Looks  like 
the  kitty  is  by  itself."  The  young  kitten  stuck  his  small  head  out  from 
the  pile  and  was  watching  them,  meowing  softly  against  the  cold.  "It 
doesn't  have  a momma  kitty,  and  it  looks  cold.  Daddy ... .maybe  we  should 
take  it  home." 

"No,  we  better  get  back  to  the  house,  it  is  too  cold  to  stay  here  any 
longer."  Stew  and  hot  biscuits  were  waiting  for  them  at  home.  "Come  on. 
Sonny  let's  go."  The  father  jumped  in  the  driver's  seat  and  they  started 
to  head  back  home.  The  young  boy  was  sitting  there  when  the  father  heard, 
meowing  from  inside  the  cab  of  the  truck.  He  looked  at  his  son,  who  was 
looking  out  the  window.  "What  was  that?"  Dust  then  a small  head  stuck 
itself  out  from  under  the  boy's  coat.  It  was  part  Siamese  looked  like, 
with  gray  eyes,  but  had  long  shaggy  hair,  it's  eyes  looked  crosseyed  at 
him.  "If  the  kitty  stays  there  it  will  freeze  tonite.  Daddy." 

"I  guess  it's  alright." 

When  they  got  home,  the  kitty  walked  all  around  looking  at  everything, 
it  did  not  know  what  warm  felt  like.  As  they  watched  the  kitty,  it  walked 
up  to  the  open  door  of  the  wood  stove  and  stood  up,  putting  his  small  paws 
on  the  stove.  The  young  boy  grabbed  him  away  from  there  and  told  the  kitty, 
"Don't  you  know  what  fire  is,  you  crazy  kitty?"  The  kitty's  ears  fell  off, 
the  cold  had  made  them  shrivel  up,  and  her  eyes  stayed  crosseyed,  and  it 
never  really  got  warm,  the  hind  legs  were  always  cold,  but  it  had  found  a 
home. 

"What  are  you  going  to  name  it?",  his  mother  said. 

"Wozhii,  cuz  it  looks  like  one  of  those  shaggy  caterpillars  that  crawl 
around . " 

Wozhii  grew  up  and  got  to  know  all  the  family,  sleeping  at  the  feet  of 
every  bed,  but  she  liked  to  sleep  with  that  little  boy  and  they  grew  up 
together . 

One  time,  when  she  was  big,  she  was  really  meowing  around  the  house.  The 
boy  followed  her  around  and  ran  inside  and  told  his  mom,  "She  is  having 
kittens,  but  something  is  wrong."  Wozhii,  had  a small  kitten  stuck  halfway 
born  and  not  able  to  deliver  it  all  the  way.  They  went  to  the  Indian 
clinic,  and  they  made  a chart  for  her,  it  says  Wozhii,  and  that  boy  made 
them  doctors  operate  on  her,  and  they  cut  her  open  and  she  delivered  her 
kittens,  but  after  that  she  could  have  no  more  kids.  Somehow  the  cold  had 


injured  her  so  she  couldn't  do  everything  other  cats  could  do,  but  she 
came  home  alright,  her  and  her  kittens. 

After  some  years,  she  had  a place  in  the  family  and  watched  the  comings 
and  goings  of  everybody.  She  was  always  there  for  them  and  she  could  be 
found  laying  next  to  the  boy  finding  a good  place  to  sleep  with  him. 

He  left  for  a while,  and  she  wandered  the  house  for  a long  time  and 
finally  accepted  he  was  gone,  she  didn't  question  it. 

On  the  rez,  she  wandered  around  the  place  and  knew  every  part  of  it, 
always  looking  at  the  door.  She  was  everybody's  friend,  and  she  was  a 
gentle  old  cat. 

It  was  near  the  Fourth  of  Duly,  and  everyone  was  coming  home,  there 
wasn't  enough  room  for  everybody  so  people  were  sleeping  on  the  floor. 
Somehow  she  got  locked  out  of  the  house  and  sat  outside  by  the  door  and 

waited  till  morning.  There  were  a lot  people  there. 

Wozhii  went  to  where  the  old  couple  was  sitting,  it  was  early  in  the 
morning  just  before  dawn.  They  were  drinking  coffee  and  talking  to  the 
boy's  mom. 

"How  is  he?",  the  old  lady  said  putting  her  coffee  down. 

"He  hasn't  said  much  since  he  got  home,  he  looks  different ...  hard 
somehow... he  walks  like  grandpa,  like  an  old  man  sort  of,  but  he's  only 
19,"  she  said.,  "when  he  got  home  he  went  for  a walk  up  on  the  mountain 
and  came  back  at  nightfall  and  went  to  sleep." 

"His  father  was  the  same  way  when  he  came  home  from  the  South  Pacific, 

he  was  quiet  for  a long  time  but  he  got  over  it.  He  is  a man  now,  he  has 
seen  the  worst  of  it.  Something  happens  when  you  go  to  over  there.  It  will 
take  him  time  to  get  used  to  the  place  again.",  the  old  man  said.  He  left 
to  check  on  the  sheep  and  walked  to  the  corrals. 

"He  didn't  write  for  a long  time,  he  was  at  that  VA  hospital  for  six- 
seven  months,  we  should  have  gone  to  see  him,  but  no  money  and  the  truck 
couldn't  make  it",  his  mother  said,  sipping  her  coffee.  Dawn  was  coming 
over  the  horizon,  the  colors  of  pink,  gold  and  light  blue  made  everything 
new. 

"The  Fourth  of  Duly  is  in  a couple  of  days,  one  thing  I can  say  is 
everybody  is  home  and  I am  glad,"  she  continued  saying,  "the  community  is 
having  something  over  by  the  church,  everybody  is  going  to  be  there,  we 
have  to  butcher  a sheep  for  it." 

"Hozhogi,  the  blessingway,  it  is  Dawn,  and  everything  is  good,  it  is  a 
good  day  and  all  those  mornings  we  offered  corn  pollen  for  him."  The  old 
lady  brought  out  the  small  deerskin  bag,  "Dawn  is  here  and  let  it  find  me 
and  give  me  it's  warmth.  Let  it  be  so,  that  in  the  beautyway  we  shall  go, 
that  there  is  beauty  before  me,  and  that  there  is  beauty  behind  me,  that 
there  is  beauty  below  me  and  above  me,  to  the  left  of  me  and  to  the  right 
of  me.  That  whereever  I go  that  there  might  beauty,  may  it  always  be  so... 

The  old  woman  took  her  pinch  of  corn  pollen  and  offered  it  to  the  sky 
and  put  some  on  her  daughter's  head  and  a little  taste  for  her  mouth  and 
blessed  her  by  it.  They  had  done  this  each  day  and  while  he  was  gone  faced 
the  East  and  offered  the  cornpollen  to  the  so  that  that  he  might  walk  in 
beauty,  in  all  the  places  he  went,  each  day,  and  now  he  was  home,  so  let 
it  continue  tomorrow  and  for  always. 

The  old  lady  got  up  and  said,  "That  one  fat  one,  I have  to  go  see  the 
old  man  and  choose  it  before  he  takes  the  sheep  out."  She  got  up  and 
walked  over  to  the  corral  to  see  the  old  man.  The  mother  sitting  down  in 
the  shade  house  finished  her  cup  of  coffee  watching  the  dawn,  and  then 
thought  about  the  day  ahead  now  that  her  son  is  home. 

Wozhii  used  her  paw  to  open  the  door  a crack  and  goes  inside  and  finds 
her  way  to  the  young  man  sleeping  on  the  floor.  He  is  tall,  and  broad 
shouldered,  his  hair  thick  and  dark.  She  walks  up  to  him  and  sniff  him  and 
remembers  the  young  boy.  She  walks  over  to  his  head  and  his  outstretched 
arms  are  layed  out  there  on  the  floor.  Wozhii  licks  his  arm,  and  rubs  her 
head  softly  against  him  and  slowly  he  reaches  out  and  takes  hold  of  her 
like  he  did  so  many  times  before  without  thinking,  maybe  out  of  practice 
and  pulls  her  next  to  him.  She  crumbles  into  a soft  ball  of  fur  and 
quietly  lays  next  to  him.  She  can  see  there  are  some  new  marks  on  his 
hands  but  he  is  home  and  that  it  all  she  cares  about.  She  quietly  falls 
asleep. 


His  mother  comes  to  check  on  him  quietly  sleeping  there,  he  is  no  longer 
a child,  but  there  he  is  holding  Wozhii  cat  just  like  when  he  was  when  he 
was  a boy.  He  has  seen  many  things  and  been  far  away  but  he  is  home,  and 
laying  just  right  there.  Oh,  how  she  would  like  to  hold  him  like  when  he 
was  so  small,  but  she  can't  do  that  anymore.  My  boy  is  home  and  it  is 
just  a couple  of  days  from  the  Fourth  of  Duly.  The  world  may  be  strange 
and  conflicts  may  go  on,  but  home  is  home  and  Wozhii  cat  is  taking  care  of 
him.  She  sprinkled  a little  corn  pollen  on  both  of  them  as  they  layed 
there  and  turned  walking  away.  Maybe  they  should  sleep  a little  bit  more.. 

. .there  are  things  to  do  and  things  to  make,  maybe  some  pan  fired  potatoes 
Wozhii  and  Duly  4th  -- 
rustywire 

www . geocities . com/ rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  Grow  Corn"  

From:  turtle@aicap.s21.com  (Turtle  Heart) 

Sub j : Shaking  the  Earth 

Date:  22  Aug  1995  23:24:53  -0500 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

down  in  the  heart 
four  doors  open  and  close 
corn  grows  from  the  rain 
looking  around  at  the  gates 
the  old  man  said 
what  will  you  grow 
thunder  or  rain? 

(Grow  Corn) 

Tobacco  Indian 
(c)Copyright  1995,AICAP 

Turtle  Heart.  Ahnishinabeg  Artist,  turtle@aicap.s21.com 
http://www.mit.edu : 8001/ activities/ aises/ aicap/archive/ aicap.html 
American  Indian  Computer  Art  Project  (AICAP)  619-374-2208 
PO  Box  111,  Dohannesburg  California  93528-0111 
Land  of  Kaw-ii-Su  Ancestor.  Land  of  Light. 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  26  Dun  2000  07:03:24  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  9-15 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

9 

I weave  a lei  of  maile  leaves  to  celebrate  the  new  day! 

10 

My  flute  echoes  the  cry  of  the  wind. 

11 

The  mantis  pauses  for  a moment  in  its  journey  to  bless  those  it 
encounters . 

12 

Night  passes  a veil  of  introspection  over  the  land. 

13 

To  welcome  the  future,  you  must  first  release  the  burdens  of  the  past. 

14 

It  is  in  the  quiet  hours  of  the  evening  that  we  can  most  nearly  know 
our  true  selves. 


15 

The  rainbow,  ke  anuenue,  illuminates  the  land  in  beauty. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  25  Dune  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Mon,  1 May  2000  07:25:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Duly  4th  - Full  Circle  Celebration  of  Native  America 
Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

MA-NA-TA-KA 

EVENT:  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICA 
DATE:  Friday  Dune  30th, 2000  ~ 4 th  of  Duly  weekend! 

PLACE:  The  Convention  Center,  Manataka,  Arkansas, 

Hot  Springs  National  Park. 

For  thousands  of  years,  the  people  of  the  land  made  pilgrimages 
to  MA-NA-TA-KA,  The  Place  of  Peace,  The  Valley  of  the  Vapors, 

The  Great  Gathering  Place,  The  Place  of  the  Healing  Waters, 

Home  of  the  Rainbow  Woman. 

According  to  researchers,  over  34  language  groups  traveled 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  meet  in  great  councils 
at  Manataka.  The  sights  they  beheld  were  unbelievably 
beautiful.  The  experiences  they  cherished  were  remembered 
in  song  and  dance  for  generations! 

For  the  first  time  in  over  200  years,  this  will  be  the  first  of 
many  more  to  come. 

GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native  America  is  a depiction 
of  what  our  culture  was,  and  what  it  is  today.  FULL  CIRCLE 
is  the  story  of  Manataka,  told  in  song,  dance,  and  story 
telling.  The  performance  is  extremely  dynamic,  moving  and 
a thunderstorm  of  color!  Representing  dozens  of  American 
Indian  Nations  are  musicians,  dancers,  singers,  and  story 
tellers,  who  touch  the  audience  with  tears,  joy,  excitement 
beyond  description. 

The  combination  of  pounding  drums,  jingling  dancer's  feet, 
awe  inspiring  stories  of  ancient  tradition  make  for  an  evening 
of  fantastic  edu-tainment . FULL  CIRCLE  Celebration  of  Native 
America  will  be  a spectacular  event  to  remember! 

FEATURING: 

BILL  (Ghostdance)  MILLER 

Bill  Miller  is  the  winner  of  five  1999  Native  American  Indian 
music  awards  including:  Artist  of  the  year.  Best  Male  Artist, 

Folk  Artist,  Song  of  the  Year,  and  Song  writer  of  the  Year. 

GAYLE  ROSS 

Gayle  Ross  is  a wonderfully  moving  and  fantastically  funny  story 
teller  of  the  Cherokee.  Her  works  have  been  enjoyed  by  audiences 
all  over  the  country. 

ECHOES  OF  EARTH  AND  SKY 

Echoes  of  Earth  and  Skyj  features  two-world  class  fancy  dancers. 
Rob  Greyhill  (Navajo)  and  Dennifer  Meness  ( Algonquin).  Awesome 
examples  of  Native  artistry  are  intertwined  with  enchanting  songs 
and  fascinating  stories  of  creation,  love,  and  adventures. 


GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  DANCE  COMPANY 

The  Great  American  Indian  Dance  Company;  is  a fantastic  group 
just  back  from  a tour  of  Europe  where  they  received  standing 
ovations  at  every  show.  The  Great  American  Indian  Dancers  are 
the  best  powwow  performers  in  the  nation! 

THE  SELECT  CHOIR  - CHEROKEE  CHILDRENS  CHOIR 

The  Select  Choir;  is  20  children  dressed  full  regalia  that  perform 
Indian  sign  language  in  the  beautiful  Cherokee  language. 

TICKET  INFORMATION 

The  GREAT  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CRAFT  EXPOSITION 

Doors  open  at  10  a.m.  and  close  at  10:30  p.m.,  free,  no 

admission  charge! 

A MATINEE  SHOW  - Echoes  of  Earth  and  Sky  with  Gayle 
Ross  starts  at  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  go  on  sale  May  1st, 2000. 

DOORS  OPEN  TO  THE  FULL  CIRCLE  CELEBRATION 
OF  NATIVE  AMERICA  AT  7:30  P.M.  Tickets  go  on  sale 
May  1st, 2000. 

Children  and  adults  will  be  given  a special  opportunity  to  see 
and  participate  in  the  Great  American  Indian  Craft  Exposition. 

They  will  see  American  Indians  make  jewelry,  clothing,  hunting 
weapons,  baskets  and  many  other  crafts.  They  will  see  real 
life-size  tepees  and  hear  special  presentations. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  tickets,  please  send  us  your 
name  and  address,  telephone  number  and  email  address. 

Tell  us  how  many  reserved  and/or  general  admission  tickets 
you  need.  E-mail  MANATAKA@HOTMAIL.COM 

To  purchase  tickets  by  phone,  dial  TOLL  FREE  1-888-747-9185 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted  please  have  your  card  ready! 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by:  Manataka  American  Indian 
Council,  Hot  Springs  Art  Center 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <3BDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 


Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 


cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Duly 

2nd  - 4th  - Williams  Lake  B.C;  Williams  Lake  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $75/weekend 
Camping  ?? 

Rita  Edgar  (604)  392-1078 

3rd  - 4th  - Ambleside  Park  West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Canoe 
Races  - Native  Festival 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $20/day 
Camping  - Yes  RV  hook  up  close  by  Leashed  Dogs, 
with  poop  pick  up  are  OK 
Penny  (604)  985-4111 

9th  - 11th  - Mission  - B.C;  Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $200/weekend  - 
Rheana  - (604)  826-1281 

Quesnel  - B.C;  Sacred  Whistle  Woman  Memorial  (1st  year) 

Red  Bluff  Reserve; 


Denise  (604)  747-2900  OR  Terri  Boyd  (604)  992-5122 
16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
loan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 


August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  lohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  ludy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

1ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  C0N1UNCTI0N  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  lacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  1UCTI0N  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  1UNCTI0N,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 


BRAZIL,  IN 
47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Friday 


Grand  Entry 
Saturday 


Sunday 


8 PM 


1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 
Head  Staff 


2:00  PM 


Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.0.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Hr . Girl ' s Cloth 
Dr.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Shell  Shaker 
Coordinator  Contests  Day 

Blalock 
Coordinator 


Sunday  Morning 
Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Horseshoe 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 


Pow  Wow.  Oven  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc . edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Jasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Jackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Jennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Jun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Joyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Sub j : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

available  phone  numbers  listed  for  further  information: 

Oneida  Pow-wow 
June  30-July  2,  2000 


1-800-236-2214 


3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 

32nd  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Pow-wow 
Wichita,  Kansas 
Duly  28,29,30/2000 
316-821-9997 

Tulsa  Pow-wow  Club 
Tulsa  Convention  Center 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Dune  23,24,25,  2000 

Narrangansett  Nation  Intertribal  Pow-wow 
Duly  7,8,9, ,2000 
401-364-1100  ext.  203 
Email:  QUAHNA@yahoo.com 

Sussex  County  Pow-wow 
New  York  City  Area 
Duly  8-9 
718-686-9297 

Global  Peace  Walk 
In  Honor  Leonard  Peltier 
Duly  1-4,  2000 

Riverfront  Park  near  Leavenworth,  Kansas  Federal  Prison 
Kansas  Phone:  785-842-5774 

Global  Peace  Walks  scheduled  for  other  major  areas  in  US. 
St.  Louis  August  15,  2000 

United  Nations  - New  York  - October  24,  2000 
Washington,  D.C.  - October  9,  2000 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 
From:  gars@netcom.com 
Sub j : The  Circle 

Pow  Wow  Calendar 
5/1/00 

Dune  27-Duly  2 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribes  19th  Annual  Pow  Wow  & Summer  Gathering 

Sault  Ste  Marie,  Michigan 

Fore  more  info  call  1-800-793-0660. 

Dune  30-Duly  2 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow 

Red  Cliff  Pow  Wow  grounds,  WI 

Grand  entries  are  at  1 & 7 on  Sat,  and  1 p.m  on  Sun.  For  more  info  call  Dim 
at  (715)  779-3152. 

Duly  7-9 

Prairie  Island  Dakota  Dance  & Singing  Championships  Pow-Wow 

Prairie  Island  is  located  10  miles  north  of  Red  Wing  MN,  on  County  Road 


#18.  The  Pow  Wow  grounds  are  next  to  Treasure  Island  Resort  & Casino.  Free 
Admission.  For  more  info  call  1-800-554-5473,  ext.  4103  or  4126. 


Duly  14,  15,  16 

Sugar  Island  4th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan 

Free  Admission.  For  more  info  & directions  call  1-800-793-0660. 

Duly  21,  22,  23 

Honoring  Our  People  Pow  Wow 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Maawanji ' iding 

Ojibwa  Campground 

Baraga,  MI 

For  more  info  & directions  call  Pauline  Spruce  at  (906)  353-6623,  ext. 
4140. 

Duly  29,  30 
Gagaguwon  Pow-Wow 
OuSable  Children's  Park 
Oscoda,  MI 

For  more  info  call  Doe  or  Sue  at  (517)739-1994,  or  email  at 
gagaguwon@hotmail . com . 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  01  Dul  2000  09:04:39  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Mid-Summer/Early  Fall  Pow  Wow  listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000- 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 

-Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them  are 
being  listed  for  the  first  time.- 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation.* 

# I apologize  for  the  short  lead  time  on  many  of  these  events,  but  I just 
received  several  of  the  Western  pow  wow  listings  a few  days  ago  from  a 
friend  in  Missouri.  # 

Dune  29-Duly2:  Pawnee  Homecoming  & Pow  Wow,  Pawnee,  OK.  Info:  (918) 

743-3628. 

Dune  30-Duly  2:  Cherokee  4th  of  Duly  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Cherokee  Ceremonial 
Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC.  There  will  be  fireworks  at  11pm  on  Duly  1.  Info: 

(828)  497-3481. 


Duly  2-4:  Quapaw  Tribal  Pow  Wow,  Beaver  Springs  Park,  Quapaw,  OK.  Follow 
signs  out  of  town  to  pow  wow.  Info:  (918)  542-1853. 

*Duly  6-8:  17th  Annual  Tomato  Festival,  Ripley,  TNI.  Salutations  to  another 
fruit  that  originated  in  the  America's.  Info:  (901)  635-9541. 

Duly  8-9:  Honor  the  Ancestors  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  Cumberland  University 
in  Lebanon,  TNI.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian 
Rights  and  the  Tanasi  Ma'tera  Indigenous  Circle,  this  event  has  been  moved 
from  its  former  location  at  Dim  Warren  Park  in  Franklin  to  the  Cumberland 
University  Football  Field  in  Lebanon.  HM:  Damie  Pheasant;  HL:  Stephanie 
Lewis-Pheasant;  MC:  Doe  French;  AD:  Randy  Medrano;  HD:  TBA;  Guest  Northern 
Drum:  Eagle  Crossing.  All  dancers  & guest  drums  are  welcome.  Hours: 

10am-9pm,  Saturday;  10am-5pm,  Sunday.  GE:  1:00pm  each  day.  Info:  Gilbert 
Cupp  (615)  791-0646,  Diane  or  Sandy  Perry  (615)  871-0940,  or  Pat  Cummins 
(615)  885-9402. 

Duly  8-9:  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia  Pow  Wow,  at  Fairlee, 
WV.  HD:  Mother  Earth  Beat;  Guest  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum;  HM:  Larry  Two 
Rivers;  HL:  Patsy  Raven  in  the  Snow;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  AD:  Bob  Eagle  Claw. 
Info:  Wayne  (304)  342-0884  or  Mel  (304)  683-3647,  or  e-mail: 
applel0@aol.com. 

Duly  15-16:  Charity  Pow  Wow  for  the  Special  Wish  Foundation,  at  Dillon  State 
Park,  near  Zanesville,  OH.  This  foundation  grants  wishes  to  terminally  ill 
children.  HM:  Dimmy  LaQuay;  HL:  Tammy  LaQuay;  AD:  Wayne  Appleton;  HV:  Bob 
Gibson;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  HD:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  Guest  Drums:  Little  Hawk, 
Mystic  Lake  Singers,  Red  Bird  Singers,  Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  more.  All 
dancers  & singers  will  be  fed,  provided  camping  sites,  and  showers.  Info: 
jennis@zoomnet.net  or  littlesquirrel55@hotmail.com. 

Duly  21-23:  ICEPS  Benefit  Pow  Wow,  at  Tuscumbia  City  Park  on  the  Osage 
River,  Eldon,  MO.  Drum  & Dance  contests.  Admission  charge  for 
non-participants.  Dancers  & Singers  welcome  to  eat  at  the  Whitehorn  camp. 
Info:  (918)  542-3697  or  (573)  392-6706. 

Duly  21-23:  31st  Annual  Kihekah-steh  Pow  Wow,  near  Skiatook,  Ok.  Take  Hwy. 

20  to  Davine  Road,  then  go  north  5 miles;  turn  west  on  Hwy.  193  to  the  pow 
wow  grounds.  Info:  (918)  396-4417. 

Duly  22-23:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Alabama  Flea  Market,  Hwy. 
72  , east  of  Florence,  AL  & west  of  Rogersville,  AL.  HD:  Red  Nations.  GE:  at 
11:00am  each  day.  Dim  Taylor,  championship  bow  maker,  will  be  shooting  bows. 
Bob  Painted  Bear  Dohnson  will  be  throwing  tomahawks.  Free  admission.  Info: 
North  Alabama  Flea  Market  (256)  757-1040,  or  Dim  or  Cathy  Taylor  (256) 
331-9155. 

Duly  28-30:  32nd  Annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Mid-America  All  Indian 
Center,  2150  North  Meridian,  Wichita,  KS.  Info:  Vernon  "Cy"  Ahtone  (316) 
821-9997. 

Duly  28-30:  1st.  Annual  Mo-Kan-Ok  Pow  Wow,  indoors,  at  the  Civil  War  Road 
Ranch  Arena,  Carthage,  MO.  Info:  (417)  358-0700. 

Duly  29:  Native  American  Festival,  at  Fairy  Stone  Park,  VA.  Info:  (540) 
629-2071. 

Aug.  4-5:  Bell  Pow  Wow,  east  of  Stillwell,  OK.  Info:  Thomas  Muskrat  (918) 
696-4480. 

Aug.  4-6:  Kaw  Pow  Wow,  1/2  mile  west  of  Washunga  Bay  entrance  on  Kaw  Lake, 
Kaw  City,  OK.  Info:  Donna  Villa  (417)  364-7114. 

Aug.  11-13:  Annual  IICOT  Pow  Wow,  inside  the  air-conditioned  Expo  Building 
at  the  Tulsa  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info:  (918)  836-1523. 

Aug.  11-13:  Thunderbird  Society  American  Indian  Days  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
fairgrounds,  Vandalia,  MO.  Traders  by  invitation  only.  All  dogs  must  be  on 
leash.  Day  money  paid  out  for  each  Grand  Entry  - to  be  paid  out  on  Sunday. 
Info:  Penny  Cearley  (573)  581-1777,  ext.  527. 

Aug.  18-20:  Clear  Creek  Pow  Wow,  at  Nevada,  MO.  Turn  right  on  Hwy.  K,  left 
at  the  water  tower,  then  follow  the  signs.  Info:  Ed  Woodington,  Route  1, 

Milo,  MO  64767  or  call  (417)  944-2745. 

Aug.  19-20:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  at  Lone  Star  Lakes  Lodge, 
Chuckatuck,  VA.  Free  admission  & free  parking.  GE:  12:00  noon,  dancing  til 
6:00pm.  Info:  Chief  Earl  Bass  (757)  393-1637  or  Debbie  Smith  (757)  421-3160, 
or  e-mail:  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com,  or  write:  Nansemond  Tribal 
Association,  PO  Box  2095,  Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Aug.  24-27:  124th  Annual  Ponca  Pow  Wow,  Ponca  City,  OK.  Info:  (580) 


762-8104. 

Aug.  26:  Bishigendan  Akii  (Respect  the  Earth)  American  Indian  Festival,  Town 
Point  Park,  Norfolk,  VA.  Info:  Biah  Seminole  (757)  425-7992  or  Festevents 
(757)  441-2345. 

Sept.  1-3:  Ottawa  Tribal  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  Adawe  Park,  5 miles  east 
of  Miami,  OK.  Info:  (918)  540-1536. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  3im  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9024. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  1-4:  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival,  at  the  Choctaw  Nation  Capitol 
Grounds,  Tuskahoma,  OK.  There  will  be  Choctaw  Indian  Village,  a Civil  War 
re-enactment.  Traditional  Singing,  historical  dramas,  Choctaw  crafts,  food 
and  folklore.  Special  entertainment  featuring:  Loretta  Lynn,  David  Frizzell, 
Janie  Fricke,  Diamond  Rio,  and  others.  Info:  (800)  522-6170. 

Sept.  2-3:  11th  Annual  Running  Waters  Pow  Wow,  at  Ridge  Ferry  Park,  in  Rome, 
GA.  MC:  Richard  Bird;  HM:  Bullet  Standingdeer;  HL:  Laretta  Weaver;  HD:  Bird 
Chopper;  AD:  Jamie  Pheasant;  ST:  Fred  Bradley;  WS:  Native  American  Warrior 
Society  & Honor  Guard;  FP:  Sara  Bird;  GO:  10:00am  each  day;  GC:  10pm 
Saturday,  6pm  Sunday;  GE:  Saturday  at  1:00pm  & 7:00pm,  Sunday  at  at  1:00pm; 
Admission:  Adults  - $5.00,  Senior  Citizens  & Teens  (13-17)  - $3.00,  12  & 
under  - free.  Info:  Native  American  Preservation  Association  of  Georgia, 

Inc.,  PO  Box  565,  Rome,  GA  30162-0565  or  phone:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714, 
or  fmblair@aol.com. 

Sept.  8-10:  Moberly  Pow  Wow,  at  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit.  Info:  Harold  Carlson  (660)  263-3009. 

Sept.  9-10:  Trail  of  Tears  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Trail  of  Tears 
Commemorative  Park,  Hopkinsville,  KY.  Info:  (270)  886-8033. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Jerry  Denton;  HL:  Jaye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Linder  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Indian  Summer  Festival  Pow  Wow,  at  Bartlesville  Community 
Center,  Bartlesville,  OK.  Arts,  crafts,  storytelling,  cultural 
demonstrations,  juried  art  show,  & more.  Info:  (918)  337-2787. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow  & Cultural 
Festival,  at  Greensboro  Country  Park,  Greensboro,  NC.  MC:  Keith  Colston;  HM: 
Ray  Sylva;  HL:  Brenda  Sylva;  AD:  Ray  Jacobs;  HD:  A wo  ha  li;  Head  Judge: 
Archie  Lynch.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Sept.  15-17:  Eastern  Shawnee  Pow  Wow,  West  Seneca,  OK.  Take  Hwy.  60  from 
Seneca,  MO,  and  go  left  on  Oneida  Street.  Info:  (800)  957-2435. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weopons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

# I apologize  for  any  omissions.  Sometimes,  in  the  length  of  time  between 
composing  these  newsletters  there  may  be  an  event  that  comes  & goes  before  I 
get  around  to  doing  an  update;  and  occasionally  I may  lose  a listing;  but  I 
haven't  purposefully  left  any  event  unlisted.  # 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 


with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Andrea  Lococo  via  Kim  Catrel,  Larry  Innes,  Sumer  W Cree,  Turtle  Heart, 
Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  lohn  Berry,  lanet  Smith,  Lona,  Gary  Smith, 

KOLA  HQ,  lohn  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders,  Evening  Rain  Crow 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:52:15  2000 
Date:  Tue,  11  Dul  2000  16:30:39  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.029 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Omaho  moon  when  buffalo  bulls  bellow 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  RedRoad  Newsletter,  LPDC,  Innu-L 

KOLA  Newslist,  BigMountain  & NatFilm  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email; 

Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http: //www. azcentral. com/news/0630range. shtml 
http: //www. hen .org/1997/may26/dir/Sidebar_' There ' s_a . html 
http: //www. a rizona republic . com/a rizona /article s/0701 FORTWINGATE01 . html 
http: //www2 . startribune. com/ stOn Lin e/cgi- bin/arti clePth isStory =81999744 
http: //www. spokane.net/covers/people/ staff . asp? ID=biol45 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"When  the  buffalo  went  away,  the  hearts  of  my  people  fell  to  the 
ground  and  they  could  not  lift  them  up  again. 

"After  this,  nothing  happened.  There  was  little  singing  anywhere." 

Chief  Plenty  Coups,  Crow 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 

| ! iance  was  first  presented 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | on  2 December  '93  during  the 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | opening  address  of  the  Nat- 


| of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  - 

| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 


lonal  Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


+ - 


- + 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Last  week  I sent  out  a request  for  you  to  share  those  things  you  are 
doing  to  make  a difference.  Some  of  you  took  this  as  a challenge,  some 
as  a request  and  others  as  a way  of  sharing  ways  to  help  others. 

Whatever  your  motivation,  many  of  you  responded  in  a really  good  way; 
and  it  is  with  honor  and  respect  I beging  sharing  these  gifts  of  self 
in  this  issue.  Please  do  not  let  this  be  a brief  bubble.  Each  of  you 
are  showing  how  others  may  make  a difference.  Please  continue  to  send 
in  your  responses.  It  is  such  strong  medicine  to  see  how  much  is  being 
put  back  by  many  of  you. 

The  responses  are  listed  under  their  own  banner  "GIVING  BACK"  for  readers 
who  want  to  go  directly  to  them. 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

- Elders  Passing  - Questioning  Tribal  Identity 

- Saskatchewan  Aboriginal  Band  - Resolution  Would 

Wants  New  Reserve  End  Tribal  Sovereignty 

- Shango  Bay  Relocation  Update  - Diet  Changes  Increase 

- Nation  Signs  Deal  to  Threats  to  Health 

Help  Cleanup  Reservation  - Lazio's  Comments  Anger  Indians 

- Peabody  Watch  Arizona/Comments  - FBI  Challenged  to  National  Debate 

- Innu  Make  Substiantial  Concession  - Native  Prisoner 

on  Land  Rights  =============== 

- Governments  Have  Reneged  GIVING  BACK: 

On  Treaty  Process  In  B.C.  =============== 

- AFN  Candidates  Should  - Making  a Difference 

Ponder  Tecumseh's  Vision  - Honoring  All  People 

- Nava jos/Zunis  Regain  Forest  Land  - The  Question  You  Pose 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews.org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolf star . com 


- Panel  Discusses  Ways 
to  Improve  Education 

- American  Indian  Problems 
are  Addressed 

- Red  Lake  Reservation 
Sees  Economic  Improvement 

- North  Carolina's  Cherokees 
Plan  New  Hotel 

- Powwow  Teaches  Us 
About  Indian  Culture 

"RE : Elders  Passing" 


- Not  to  Point  Fingers 

- What  Creator  Has  Helped  Me  to  Do 


GIVING  BACK! 


- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- What  did  you  do  for  the  Fourth 

- Poem:  Dreamspeak 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Wed,  05  Dul  2000  23:17:16  -0000 
From:  "Andre  Cramblit"  <andrekar@ncidc . org> 
Subj : Elders  Passing 


Dear  Friends  and  Colleagues, 

Vivian  (Risling)  Hailstone  passed  on  Friday  evening  Dune  30,  at  her 
home  in  Redding. 

Vivian  was  a friend,  leader,  do-er,  a wise  woman,  artist,  inspiration 
and  full  of  passion  and  commitment.  The  last  time  I spoke  with  Vivian 
she  asked  me  to  consider  running  for  CIEA  President,  an  organization 
she  helped  create,  which  was  a request  I accepted  in  rspect  to  her. 

Many  have  known  her  as  a wonderful  basket  weaver,  jewelry  maker, 
educator,  and  energetic  community  activist.  She  graced  many  of  our 
college  and  collaborative  programs  for  youth  over  the  years  including 
the  D-Q  U Youth  and  Elders  Gathering,  Summer  Rez,  and  the  California 
Indian  Education  Conference. 

The  services  will  be  on  the  Hoopa  Reservation,  this  Saturday  § 1:00 
PM  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


RE:  Saskatchewan  Aboriginal  Band  Wants  New  Reserve 


Date:  Tue,  27  Dun  2000  12:00:41  -0500 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 
Subj : NA  News  Item 
......  -<Forwarded  news>-  - - - 

filename="NEWREZ" 


Saskatchewan  Aboriginal  Band  Wants  New  Reserve 

SANDY  BAY,  Sask.  (CP)  Members  of  an  aboriginal  band  in  northern 
Saskatchewan  have  pitched  tents  near  a hydro  station  near  here  to  press 
their  demands  for  a new  reserve. 

About  140  members  of  the  Peter  Ballantyne  Cree  Nation  have  been  camping 
since  Dune  9 on  a former  golf  course  just  a kilometre  away  from  the  Island 
Falls  Hydroelectric  Station  located  about  500  kilometres  northeast  of 
Saskatoon . 

They  want  to  be  recognized  as  a separate  band,  said  Cindy  Ballantyne, 
spokeswoman  for  the  bands'  elders. 

"We're  looking  for  some  answers,"  Ballantyne  said  Friday.  "We're  looking 
forward  to  the  future  of  our  children  and  grandchildren." 

The  plant  falls  within  the  boundaries  of  the  2,300  hectares  that  should 
be  reserve  land,  said  Ballantyne. 

SaskPower,  which  operates  the  power  station,  offered  area  residents  $6.3 
million  in  compensation  in  1998,  but  95  per  cent  of  residents  voted  the 
deal  down,  Ballantyne  said. 

Trevor  Sutter,  spokesman  for  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada,  said 
the  land  does  not  constitute  a reserve. 

He  said  although  the  department  has  heard  from  residents  before,  the 
band  has  not  submitted  a formal  land  claim. 

"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 


"RE : Shango  Bay  Relocation  Update"  — - 

Date:  Fri,  30  Dun  2000  06:58:43  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu . ca> 

Subj : News:  Shango  Bay  Relocation  Update 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

One  of  the  directors  for  the  Davis  Inlet  relocation  project, 

Catchetan  Rich,  says  work  is  well  underway  again  at  Shango  Bay. 

Program:  17  CKOK  Nain  Radio  North  Coast  News  Media:  CKOK-AM 
Reporter:  WILSON  DARARUSE  Air  Date:  Thu,  Dun  22  Word  Count:  243 
Anchor:  WILSON  DARARUSE  Air  Time:  1:30:30  PM  Duration:  0:30 

George  Bennett:  One  of  the  directors  for  the  Davis  Inlet  relocation 
project,  Catchetan  Rich,  says  work  is  well  underway  again  at  Shango 
Bay.  Since  the  project  started  two  years  ago  Rich  says  there  are  55 
houses  built  and  a total  of  homes  for  the  new  site  is  133.  Seventy  to 
80  people  are  living  at  the  camp.  Fie  adds  the  completion  of  the 
houses  couldn't  be  met  last  year  because  of  construction  problems. 
Construction  began  again  on  May  29th.  The  contract  will  be  awarded 
sometime  in  the  next  two  years  to  build  a power  plant.  The  contract 
for  the  wharf  was  awarded  this  year  and  the  work  will  begin  next 
summer.  About  40  to  50  local  employees  with  employees  and 
supervisors  from  outside  helping  with  the  construction  of  the 
community.  Rich  further  reports  that  the  water  and  sewer  project  is 
80%  completed.  The  access  road  and  the  airstrip  95%  completed. 

Transmission  lines  haven't  started  yet  because  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  Hydro  is  reviewing  the  quote  for  the  work.  The  construction 
of  the  teachers  and  RCMP  residence  will  begin  sometime  next  month. 

Rich  says  the  barge  is  on  the  way  to  Shango  Bay  with  the  building 
materials.  Over  the  winter  a contract  was  awarded  to  build  a 
pumphouse  intake  treatment  plant  for  the  reservoir  and  the  work  is  in 
the  beginning  stages.  The  federal  government  is  funding  the 
relocation  project.  Rich  adds  he  supplies  a monthly  financial  report 
before  requests  for  further  funds  are  released. 

"RE;  Nation  Signs  Deal  to  Help  Cleanup  Reservation  " 

Date:  Mon,  26  Dun  2000  08:12:27  -0500 
From:  "Dohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  06-24-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs . gov 

Nation  signs  deal  to  help  cleanup  reservation 
By  SASHEEN  HOLLOW  HORN 
c.  Navajo  Times 

6/22/00 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Az.  - On  Dune  14,  the  second  step  was  taken  towards  addressing 
the  solid  waste  problem  on  the  reservation  with  the  signing  of  a joint 
powers  agreement  between  the  Navajo  Nation  and  the  Northwest  New  Mexico 
Regional  Solid  Waste  Authority. 

The  agreement,  made  possible  with  a $108,000  grant  from  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  marks  the  first  cooperative  effort  between 
the  nation  and  a state  on  this  issue. 

Vernon  Nez,  Environmental  Specialist  with  the  Navajo  Nation  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  the  entity  representing  the  tribe,  said  that  the  signing 
of  the  agreement  was  the  first  phase  of  a 10-20  year  strategy  plan  to  clean 
up  open  dumps  and  address  related  environmental  and  public  health  problems. 

"The  plan  looks  at  the  issue  through  different  options,  like  landfill 
alternatives,  waste  disposal,  recycling,  open  dump  closures,"  Nez  said. 


"What  we  will  try  to  do  is  look  at  the  whole  reservation  to  find  out  how 
solid  waste  is  being  handled  at  the  different  chapters,  and  look  at 
infrastructure  developments,  the  economic  feasibilities  out  there,  the 
waste  in  dollars  going  out  for  profits." 

Nez  said  the  agreement  will  carry  on  what  NNEPA  does  now,  with  enforcement 
and  documenting  illegal  dumping  reports,  contamination  to  groundwater  and 
air  pollution. 

The  grant  money  issued  to  the  tribe  will  pay  for  NWNMRSWA,  a solid  waste 
disposal  authority  consisting  of  McKinley  County,  the  City  of  Gallup, 

Cibola  County,  the  City  of  Grants  and  the  Village  of  Milan,  to  develop  an 
overall  long-range  comprehensive  solid  waste  management  plan  for  the 
reservation . 

Most  of  the  money  will  be  used  to  fund  technical  studies,  a cost  that  Nez 
said  he  hopes  will  be  reduced  with  the  use  of  existing  data  collected  with 
previous  U.S.  EPA  grants.  The  remainder  will  go  to  incomplete  projects  and 
studies  that  need  a closer  review. 

After  the  plan  is  developed,  a process  that  could  take  as  long  as  a year, 
the  next  step  is  to  plan  and  seek  funding  for  the  establishment  of  a solid 
waste  authority  within  the  Navajo  Nation,  a move  that  could  create  job 
opportunities,  Nez  said. 

The  joint  powers  agreement  signing  comes  six  years  to  the  day  after  the 
Indian  Health  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  tribe  signed  an 
agreement  to  begin  addressing  the  problem. 

In  the  time  since,  the  tribe  has  identified  460  open  dump  sites 
non-compliant  with  federal  regulations  on  how  solid  waste  should  be  handled; 
IHS  has  built  transfer  stations,  providing  safe  alternative  solid  waste 
disposal  systems  at  23  sites;  and  the  BIA  has  provided  the  tribe  with 
technical  assistance  in  closing  illegal  dumps,  Nez  said. 

Nez  explained  that  it  is  crucial  that  the  com  people  and  their  commmunitys 
knows  about  the  study. 

"It  will  bring  more  people  together,  to  where  the  solid  waste  problem 
can  be  reduced  by  changing  old  habits,  using  alternative  systems,  cleaning 
the  environment  and  protecting  public  health." 

"RE:  Peabody  Watch  Arizona/Comments"  

Date:  Mon,  03  3ul  2000  10:42:19  -0700 
From:  redorman@theofficenet.com 

Subj : Peabody  Watch  Arizona-Comments  on  maps/memos  release 
Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 


Moderator's  Note: 

The  following  was  sent  in  by  Peabody  Watch  Arizona.  It  refers  to  the 
memos  and  maps  whose  links  were  posted  in  the  last  BIGMTLIST  post. 


Brief  Comment  by  Peabody  Watch  Arizona  for  releasing  these  documents  and 
maps . . 

We  have  been  reading  all  these  theories  and  conspiracies  about  Peabody 
Western  Coal  Company  (PWCC)  and  their  possible  relationship  with  the 
forced  relocation  of  14,000  Dine'h  and  100  Hopi  families  since  1974.  Now 
here  is  some  real  , despite  not  recent  information  on  Peabodys  interests 
in  the  area. 

Now  judge  for  yourself  whether  this  has  anything  to  do  with  the 
relocation  issue  on  Hopi  Partition  Land  (HPL) . It  is  our  intent  to  spark 
off  reactions  from  those  who  believe  we  are  all  just  trouble  makers.  If 
bringing  out  to  light  the  true  facts  of  documents  and  their  maps,  well 
these  are  their  maps  and  documents  not  ours.  We  are  simply  put  them  out 
there  for  people  to  see  for  themselves  what  the  PWCC,  HTC  and  NTC  are 
really  up  to.  Having  said  this,  we  thank  Rev  Johnson  for  taking  such 
detailed  writings  of  the  HTC/PWCCs  meeting  on  Oct.  19th  1988.  For  without 
these  notes,  the  world  would  of  never  had  known  the  real  thoughts  and 
truths  of  what  can  be  for  sale,  at  any  costs  and  to  anyone. 

We  hope  that  these  particular  notes  by  Reverend  Caleb  Johnson  will  at 


least  give  us  all  some  light  as  to  what  exactly  was  in  the  minds  of  the 
Hopi  Tribal  Council  [HTC]  in  1988.  Bear  in  mind  this  was  the  time  when 
corporate  Japanese  were  buying  up  and  investing  in  American  businesses 
left  to  right.  Of  course,  this  all  came  to  an  abrupt  end  with  many  losses 
by  Japanese  investors,  thus  pulling  out  of  grandiose  schemes  and  take- 
over's of  American  business,  companies,  products  etc.  Big  Mountain's 
possess  the  best  coal  found  in  America  ist  called  "Wepo"  coal.  This  Wepo 
coal  was  almost  on  the  tongues  of  Japanese  corporate  plate  and  Peabody 
Western  Coal  Company  and  the  HTC  were  willing  to  entertain  the  thoughts 
and  wishes  of  these  corporate  interests  of  Japan. 

Since  Peabody  Watch  Arizona  obtained  this  "Confidential"  map  of 
Peabody's  interest  to  strip  mine  [54,  637  acres]  of  what  was  known  as  the 
"Proposed  South  Mesa  Area"  adjacent  to  PWCC's  southern  border  of  its  two 
existing  mining  leases  lays  the  proposed  "Proposed  South  Mesa  Area."  This 
54,  637  acres  embraces  to  the  south  eastern  part  of  Forest  Lake  and  to  the 
west  is  all  of  Big  Mountain's  range,  and  the  far  south  western  is  Salt 
Point  and  across  along  the  Dinnebito  Wash. 

PWCC,  since  they  had  known  that  we  had  their  very  "Confidential  Proposed 
South  Mesa  Area",  they  have  refined  from  saying  that  they  had  "never  had 
any  plans,  intentions,  nor  the  legal  possibilities  to  mine  the  BM  region". 
Since,  PWCC's  statement  to  the  world,  is  that  they  "have  no  intention's 
of  mining  the  BM  region."  They  are  now  very  careful  of  what  they  say  and 
how  they  put  words  in  their  statements.  Wisely  so. 

If  there  are  any  questions  of  the  authenticity  of  this  document  by  Rev. 
Johnson,  or  the  PWCC's  "South  Mesa  Area  " project  map,  please  ask  either 
Rev.  Johnson  or  those  mentioned  that  attended  this  particular  HTC  closed 
session  with  PWCC's  reps  and  all  their  CEO's.  The  "CONFIDENTIAL"  map  by 
PWCC  was  confirmed  to  us  by  Rev.  Johnson  as  being  one  of  those  gathered 
on  the  19th  of  October  1988  in  the  Hopi  Tribal  Chambers  and  of  being  the 
exact  map  that  was  shown  to  all  at  this  meeting.  Rev.  Johnson  was 
completely  amazed  by  possessing  this  "CONFIDENTIAL"  map  because  they  were 
unable  to  obtain  a copy  of  this  map  from  PWCC,  saying  it  was  still 
strictly  classified.  The  reasons  of  PWCC  are  obvious.  I guess  it  would  be 
too  controversial  to  release  it  to  either  tribe  , much  less  to  the  public. 
Fears  of  competition  as  Mr.  Peabody  says  and  I guess  they  would  like  us  to 
believe  this  PR  line.  One  can  argue,  "yeah  ok!  You  have  this  map  and  the 
minutes  so  what!!  What  does  this  old  map  prove?  We  are  no  longer 
interested  in  mining  BM  ever  again,  it  is  legally  impossible ! "Is  it 
really?  Has  the  HTC  signed  a law  that  will  forever  prohibit  the  HTC  and 
the  BIA  to  ever  propose  a coal  mining  venture  on  the  Black  Mesa  region? 
Once  Peabody  or  any  other  coal  mining  company  finds  rich  and  vast  coal 
fields  and  something  goes  wrong  with  plans  to  strip  mine,  do  you  think 
they  will  forever  keep  a blind  eye  to  this  mineral  wealth  on  Black  Mesa? 

We  think  not. 

We  know  that  both  councils  were  put  in  place  to  first  of  all  give  the 
BIA  the  authority  to  negotiate  with  mining  and  mineral  companies  and  then 
to  rubber  stamp  away  these  vast  fields  on  Indian  lands.  And  thus  will 
never  have  the  courage  nor  the  self-determination  of  respecting  the  will 
of  the  last  remaining  traditional  elders  of  both  peoples  to  immediately 
bring  a political  and  legal  change  of  the  business  as  usual  on  Black  Mesa, 
the  Sacred  Alter.  We  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  both  councils  are  coal- 
dependent,  about  90%  for  the  HTC  and  30%  for  the  NTC  working  budgets,  on 
exploiting  all  their  mineral  and  natural  resources  with  the  help  of  good 
old  Uncle  Sam  and  today's  corporate  colonialists  like  Peabody  and  other 
cohorts.  So,  please  do  read  this  copy  from  the  original  minutes  of  this 
meeting  and  also  see  the  original  minutes  in  the  attached  files. 

This  text  is  for  after  reading  the  minutes  by  the  Rev. 

The  purpose  of  the  following  maps  is  to  illustrate  that  there  is  an 
obvious  continual  pattern  of  all  mining  proposals  by  either  the  HTC  or 
PWCC:  they  are  all  heading  south  west  from  the  existing  PWCC's  mining 
lease  areas  and  straight  into  the  Hopi  Partition  Lands  and  not  into 
Navajo  Partition  Lands. 

Why?  Simply  because  the  Wepo  Coal,  which  is  the  lowest  in  sulphur  and 
ash  and  high  in  BTUs,  is  conveniently  located  nearest  to  the  surface 


within  HPL  and  not  in  NPL  side  of  the  fence.  The  same  Wepo  seams  continue 
into  NPL,  but  it's  too  deep  to  mine  for  this  coal,  about  some  200  to  500 
feet  into  the  earth,  with  therefore  40%  recent  recovery  and  too  many 
workers  to  dig  some  of  that  out.  So,  if  you  were  into  the  coal  mining 
business  and  wanted  to  ripe  the  most  out  of  your  mining  ventures  and 
there  was  black  coal  on  both  sides  of  the  fence,  but  one  side  of  it  had 
the  most  accessible  coal  and  the  other  had  not,  which  one  would  you  mine 
and  make  money?  Right!  The  one  within  the  HPL's.  Now,  there  was  a Hopi 
Tribal  Council  member  making  a statement  to  the  Arizona  Republic  in 
February,  that  there  could  be  coal  mining  on  HPL  in  the  future,  if  they 
so  wish.  When?  After  the  75  years  lease  is  up  or  when  all  the  ones  on 
list  A died  out?  This  Wepo  Coal  seams  run  all  the  way  into  the  Hopis  1st 
Mesa  from  Big  Mountain  regions. 

What  do  you  think  could  happen  there  on  the  Hopi  Reservation,  once 
Peabody  runs  out  of  Wepo  Coal  and  begins  to  look  from  south-west  to  east? 
Peabody  is  running  out  of  coal  reserves  and  it  has  business  contracts  to 
deliver  to  Salt  River  Project,  Tucson  Electric,  Nevada  Water  and  Power, 
Southern  Edison  and  so  on.  And  with  OPEC  threatening  to  raise  prices, 
with  Bush  possibly  being  our  next  president,  and  now  that  the  mineral 
resources  are  90%  over,  America  is  looking  more  inwards,  again,  to  solve 
its  own  energy  high  prices  at  the  pump  and  at  what  costs  to  the  Dine'h 
and  Hopi  peoples',  to  their  water,  their  culture,  traditions  and  ways  of 
life? 

Peabody  has  shown  just  how  a good  neighbour  they  are  by  cheating  out 
both  tribes  of  their  fare  share  for  coal  mining  operations  on  Black  Mesa, 
600  million  dollars  worth!  Is  this  the  kind  of  "Partnership"  ethics  you 
would  like  to  make  business  with  in  your  community?  I think  not.  And  now 
that  both  tribes  are  jointly  suing  Mr.  Peabody  for  600  million  dollars, 
you  think  the  NTC  is  going  to  risk  to  rock  the  boat  on  the  relocation 
issue  with  the  HTC  and  risk  of  separating  this  joint  legal  case  against 
Mr.  Peabody?  We  belief  (sic)  that  both  tribes  find  it  more  interesting  to 
gain  66  million  dollars  than  bringing  relief  to  this  40  year  old  old 
fight  among  the  councils  to  have  full  right  over  Black  Mesa.  This  is  the 
real  fight  among  the  HTC.  The  HTC  strongly  believes  that  they  are  and 
should  have  the  full  right  and  therefore  complete  jurisdiction  of  the 
former  Joint  Use  Area.  Now  we  know  what  that  term  exactly  means  and  the 
Hopi  and  Dine'h  elders  are  not  part  of  that  equation  for  joint  use.  Only 
if  they  willing  to  sacrifice  their  sacred  commitment  to  the  Holy  People 
and  to  the  Creator,  can  the  Dine'h  and  Hopi  live  truly  with  belief  of 
living  in  both  worlds.  What  ever  we  belief  is  the  truth,  the  day  will 
surely  come  when  it  all  comes  out  in  the  wash,  as  we  say. 

We  go  on  here  with  Peabody  and  the  corporate  HTC/NTC's  all  day  and  night 
to  think  about  things,  so  we'll  give  them  a rest,  for  now  and  then  let 
the  fireworks  begin...  Join  us! 

Children  of  Mother  Earth, 

All  our  relations, 

Peabody  Watch  Arizona 


(Statements  for  illustrating  these  maps) 

The  following  six  pages  are  from  the  minutes  of  the  HTC  and  PWCC's 
October  19,  1988  meeting  written  by  Reverend  Caleb  Johnson  of  the  Hopi 
Tribe.  The  original  copies  can  be  viewed  on  the  attached  six  files 
called:  HTCbudsl.gif  to  HTCbuds6.gif. 

Enclosed  are  four  pages  of  maps.  They  are  marked  as  Al,  A2,  A3  and  A4. 

A1  is  the  original  copy  of  Peabody's  "Confidential"  map,  without  our 
legend  and  makers  *. 

A2  is  our  (Peabody  Watch  Arizona)  legend  (KW)  = WEPO  COAL  AREAS  and 
makers  (KW) 

A3  is  a copy  of  the  HPL's  map  and  to  focus  in  the  " Proposed  South  Mesa 
Area"  to  illustrate  just  how  close  its  southern  boundaries  are  in  the 
proximity  of  the  "Proposed  South  Mesa  Area"  is  where  hundreds  of  Dine'h 
resisting  families  are  still  residing,  and  as  the  PWCC's  "Confidential" 
map  clearly  illustrates,  embraces  the  western  range  of  Big  Mountain 
Herself. 

A4  is  part  of  several  maps  in  the  water  rights  litigation,  Phelps  Dodge 


vs.  The  Hopi  Tribe  in  Apache  County  Court,  case  number  6417  Map  F.  This 
particular  map  has  an  arrow  pointing  at  7 o'clock  direction,  was  inserted 
by  us. 

In  the  future  we  will  be  posting  more  documentation  and  other  maps  in 
its  due  time  when  scenarios  require  them. 

Any  questions?  Talk  to  those  in  the  Rev's  minutes,  I'm  sure  they  will  be 
quite  open  to  discuss  them,  or  will  they?  They  may  not  want  to  comment, 
at  least  in  the  open.  We  in  the  other  hand,  can  and  will  do  whatever  it 
takes  to  bring  forth  the  truth  to  the  people,  to  the  world. 

All  our  relations, 

Peabody  Watch  Arizona 


Office  of  the  Minister 
Rev.  Caleb  H.  Johnson 
1400  to  1640  hours. 

19  Oct  88 

Attended  a meeting  of  Peabody  officials  with  Tribal  Council  members  and 
few  others. 

Attendees : 

Council  members: 

Jimmy  Honnani,  Kykotsmovi 
Masayesva,  Kykotsmovi 
Robbi  Honnani,  Shipaulova 
Shupla , 

Tribal  Sect. 

Annita,  same 

Karen  Shupla,  Bacabi 
Roman,  1st  Mesa 

Ester  Howard,  Bacabi 
Numkina,  second  Mesa 

Dr.  Honnani,  Upper  Meoncopi 
Quayoma,  1st  Mesa 

Clifford,  same 
Laban,  Kykotsmovi 

Charley,  same 

Traditional 

Dalton  Taylor,  Shungopovi 
Caleb  H.  Johnson,  Oraibi 

Peabody 

10  of  them,  inc,  Mr.  Stevenson,  Western  Division  of  Peabody,  Flag. 

Others 

Daniel  Kephart,  tribal  planner 
Wayne  Taylor,  fr.  V.  Chair's  office 
Earl  Adam,  Budget  Committee 

1/  Sidney  welcomed  all  and  said  we  want  to  make  this  a closed  session: 
it  will  not  be  a decision  making  meeting;  then  he  introduced  the  people 
listed  above  and  those  fr.  Peabody. 

2/  Mr.  Stevenson  introduced  the  following  fr.  Peabody. 

Gary  Melvin,  Environment  of  Western  div. 

Ed  Sullivan,  legal  counsel 

Sam  Shiflet,  Executive  VP  of  Peabody 

Wayne  Hueing,  Development  of  Western  div. 

Fernworth,  Engineering  of  Western  Div. 


Please  visit  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 
for  more  background  on  this  relocation  issue. 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet.com. 
To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com. 


"RE : Innu  Make  Substiantial  Concession  on  Land  Rights"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  08:01:53  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <linnes@innu.ca> 

Subj : News:  Innu  Nation  makes  substiantial  concession  on  land  rights 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

The  Innu  Nation  is  offering  to  reduce  the  size  of  their  land  claim  in 
an  effort  to  speed  up  negotiations  with  the  provincial  and  federal 
governments  - Interview  with  "Peter  Penashue",  president  of  Innu 
Nation . 

Program:  10  CBC  Radio  Labrador  Morning  Show  Media:  CFGB-FM 
Reporter:  CONRAD  LUTES  Air  Date:  Thu,  Dun  15  Word  Count:  1034 

Anchor:  CONRAD  LUTES  Air  Time:  7:15:00  AM  Duration:  6:10 

Don  Lockhart:  Innu  Nation  is  offering  to  reduce  the  size  of  its  land 
claim.  The  group  says  it's  willing  to  settle  for  a lot  less  land 
than  the  24,000  square  miles  they  had  been  asking  for.  The  offer  is 
an  effort  to  speed  up  negotiations  between  the  Innu  and  the  federal 
and  provincial  governments  that  have  been  moving  at  a snail's  pace. 

Innu  Nation  president  Peter  Penashue  spoke  with  reporter  Conrad  Lutes. 

Conrad  Lutes:  Mr.  Penashue  what  is  the  Innu  Nation  offering  the  province? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  we've  made  a presentation  to  the  province  of 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador  and  Canada  yesterday  morning  and 
essentially  our  proposal  is  we've  dropped  our  request  for  a land  base 
of  24,000  square  miles  to  10,000.  And  we  feel  that  10,000  would  be 
an  adequate  land  base  to  be  able  to  sustain  and  finance  our  own 
self-government.  And  that  would  allow  us  to  provide  for  our 
institutions  and  our  own  governments  and  pay  for  our  own  affairs.  Of 
course  the  land  base  is  based  on  the  fact  that  we  have  to  ...  we 
recognize  that  governments  are  in  the  process  of  trying  to  get  out  of 
financing  aboriginal  groups.  So  we  put  forward  a proposal  that  would 
give  us  an  adequate  land  base  to  be  able  to  finance  our  own 
governments.  Essentially  that  is  the  proposal  that  we  put  forward. 

Now  I can't  really  get  into  other  details.  I'm  just  in  the  process  I 
guess  trying  to  clarify  what  all  the  confusion  is  out  there  with  the 

***  Proposal  and  the  other  agreements  that  are  being  signed  Friday 
and  ourselves.  So  I'm  going  to  keep  the  information  limited  as 
possible  so  that  we  can  clarify  the  information  that  is  out  there. 

Conrad  Lutes:  Well  if  I can  let  me  just  ask  you  a couple  of  general 
questions.  Obviously  less  than  half  of  the  original  claim,  people  of 
course  think  of  two  major  developments,  Voisey's  Bay  and  Lower 
Churchill.  Is  that  still  part  of  the  10,000  square  miles? 

Peter  Penashue:  We  see  that  as  being  part  of  the  10,000  square  miles  yes. 

Conrad  Lutes:  There  are  large  areas  I think  in  southern  Labrador  as 
well  that  fell  within  the  Innu  Nation  claim,  is  that  still  on  the 
table? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  the  way  it  would  work  is  that  we  don't  want  to 
extinguish  any  of  our  rights  in  other  areas  that  we  give  up.  The  way 
it  would  work  is  that  we  would  maintain  the  10,000  square  miles  and 
the  other  36,000  that  would  be  outside  of  that  we  would  agree  to  a 
revenue  sharing  with  Newfoundland.  And  that's  essentially  how  . . . 
in  essence  I guess  how  we  would  work.  And  we  don't  believe  in  that 
process  of  extinguishment.  We  don't  mind  clarifying  the  respected 
positions  of  different  parties  and  as  to  how  that  process  would  work. 

But  we  don't  believe  in  terms  of  extinguishing  our  national  identity 
as  a collective  group.  And  that's  something  that  we've  always  fought 
all  along  and  we  won't  obviously  change  our  position  on  that  and  this 
is  part  of  the  reasons  why  I guess  ***  came  out  with  their  proposal 
which  in  essence,  in  principals,  they  are  the  same,  we  don't  believe 
in  extinguishing  our  rights. 

Conrad  Lutes:  Well  that  proposal  you  are  talking  about,  was  that  done 
with  your  knowledge? 

Peter  Penashue:  Yes,  that  was  done  ...  we  actually  met  with  them 


last  week  and  they  explained  what  they  were  going  to  be  proposing  and 
certainly  they  knew  that  we  were  going  to  be  making  proposals  as  well 
to  both  governments.  You  know  it  just  worked  out  that  both  proposals 
were  happening  at  the  same  day. 

Conrad  Lutes:  They  specifically  mention  the  Lower  Churchill,  does 
that  concern  you? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  I think  there  are  areas  obviously  that  would  be 
considered  as  an  overlap  and  obviously,  you  know  I won't  say  which 
lands  they  are,  but  those  areas  of  course  that  are  overlapped  would 
have  to  be  addressed  on  a separate  table. 

Conrad  Lutes:  I guess  the  argument  is  that  hunters  from  the  Quebec 
North  Shore  routinely  traveled  up  into  that  area  in  the  years  past. 

Peter  Penashue:  I would  . . . you  know  they  have  yes. 

Conrad  Lutes:  You  do  have  an  overlap  agreement  with  the  Labrador 
Inuit  Association.  Does  this  announcement  this  week  make  any 
difference  to  that? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  I mean  we  have  ...  we  are  still,  I mean  we 
have  taken  the  time  and  we  continue  to  take  the  time  to  resolve  our 
overlap  issues  with  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  and  that  ; process 
is  taking  its  course  and  hopefully  we  will  come  up  with  an  agreement 
sooner  rather  than  later. 

Conrad  Lutes:  Well  I guess  the  billion  dollar  question  is  you've  been 
playing  hardball  with  the  province  now  for  years,  why  ...  I don't 
know  if  we  call  it  a concession  or  this  new  piece  of  or  this  new 
offer,  why  now? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  I mean  I guess  we  are  throwing  this  out  to  the 
province  of  Newfoundland  and  Canada  and  there  has  been  a lot  of 
indications  coming  from  the  Premier  that  he  would  like  to  resolve  the 
land  rights  issues.  So  felt  that  this  would  be  an  adequate  time  to 
do  so.  So  we  are  anxiously  waiting  in  terms  of  his  response  to  our 
proposal.  Which  we  hope  will  be  positive  because  we  think  it's  a 
major  concession  on  our  part  in  terms  of  the  land  base  that  we've 
talked  about  originally. 

Conrad  Lutes:  Well  you  were  sitting  there  at  the  table  when  you 
presented  this,  you  were  obviously  reading  people's  faces.  Did  you 
get  any  indication  where  this  might  go  with  the  province? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  it's  hard  to  know  what  their  response  would  be. 
But  you  know  we  said  to  them  we  would  be  interested  in  having  a 
response  in  two  weeks.  But  we  will  have  to  see  how  serious  they  are. 

I mean  they  have  always  indicated  that  they  are  serious  and  now  we 
are  throwing  the  ball  in  their  court  and  we  will  see  how  serious  the 
province  is  in  terms  of  resolving  this  land  issue. 

Conrad  Lutes:  Mr.  Penashue  thank  you  for  this. 

Peter  Penashue:  You're  welcome. 

Don  Lockhart:  Peter  Penashue  is  president  of  the  Innu  Nation. 

"RE : Governments  Have  Reneged  On  Treaty  Process  In  B.C."  — 

Date:  Tue,  27  Dun  2000  12:00:41  -0500 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename=" TREATIES" 

First  Nations  Say  Governments  Have  Reneged  On  Treaty  Process  In  B.C. 

VANCOUVER  (CP)  The  federal  and  B.C.  governments  are  killing  treaty 
negotiations  by  reneging  on  an  agreement  and  refusing  to  talk  about 
sharing  resources  and  jurisdiction  in  natives'  traditional 
territories,  a native  leader  said  Friday. 

Ed  Dohn,  grand  chief  of  the  First  Nations  Summit,  issued  a 
challenge  to  B.C.  Premier  Ujjal  Dosanjh  to  get  involved  in  the 
negotiations  before  they  come  off  the  track  completely. 

"We  call  on  the  premier  to  move  in  and  help  deal  with  the 
fundamental  issues  that  they  seem  reluctant  to  address,"  said 


John . 

The  fundamental  issues  are  the  process  of  negotiations  in  B.C.  and 
the  provincial  and  federal  positions,  he  said. 

His  comments  came  a day  after  the  B.C.  Treaty  Commission  annual 
report  said  treaty  talks  were  at  an  impasse  and  top  officials  from 
all  three  sides  need  to  get  involved. 

Last  week,  B.C.  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Dale  Lovick  said  cash 
offers  to  First  Nations  could  be  increased  but  the  main  elements  of 
five  previous  agreement-in-principle  offers  by  the  two  governments 
would  not  be  altered. 

Lovick  also  said  the  province  would  not  negotiate  on  issues  such  as 
jurisdiction  and  shared  resources  in  traditional  territories,  which 
is  also  referred  to  as  compensation. 

"The  federal  government  is  coming  to  the  table  and  saying 
compensation  is  not  on  the  table,"  said  John.  "Both  the  federal 
and  provincial  governments  say  the  same  thing. 

"What  he  (Lovick)  has  done  is  simply  change  the  rules  so  that  we 
have  to  negotiate  according  to  the  rules  that  he  sets  up,"  said 
John . 

In  a 1991  Claims  Task  Force  Report  agreed  to  by  the  three  parties, 

John  said  there  were  no  pre-conditions. 

He  said  the  two  governments  have  reneged  on  that  agreement. 

"The  process  now  is  being  guided  by  government  policies,  federal 
and  provincially,  that  evolved  outside  the  1991  process  we  agreed 
to. 

"They've  basically  killed  the  process." 

The  First  Nations  Summit,  which  represents  natives  involved  in  the 
treaty  process,  says  everything  is  on  the  table. 

"We  want  to  have  an  agreement  that  puts  us  in  the  place  of  sharing 
the  land  and  resources  with  those  who  make  British  Columbia  their 
home  now,"  said  Dohn. 

Bill  Wilson,  a recently  elected  member  of  the  summit's  task  force 
group,  accused  the  governments  of  bad  faith  bargaining. 

"The  reality  is  they  have  not  lived  up  to  the  principles  they 
signed  in  a sacred  ceremony,"  he  said.  "White  man  speak  with 
forked  tongue  is  probably  what  it  is." 

John  said  the  issue  of  extinguishment  _ relinquishing  aboriginal 
title  and  rights  in  treaty  settlements  _ is  another  major  problem. 

Government  negotiators  are  saying,  "'In  exchange  for  whatever 
rights  you  have  in  the  Constitution  we  want  you  to  give  up  those 
rights,  put  some  in  a treaty,  extinguish  whatever  else  is  there  and 
we'll  give  you  some  cash  and  land,'  said  John. 

"Compensation  and  extinguishment  are  major  sticking  points." 

The  treaty  commission  was  set  up  in  1992  by  former  NDP  premier  Mike 
Harcourt  with  the  intention  of  reaching  treaties  in  a province 
where  there  are  virtually  none. 

The  Nisga'a  Nation  treaty  came  into  effect  earlier  this  year,  but 
it  was  not  part  of  the  treaty  commission  process. 

The  treaty  process  so  far  has  cost  taxpayers  at  least  $415  million. 

First  Nations  have  spent  about  $120  million  on  negotiations,  much 
of  it  borrowed  from  the  federal  government. 

Last  year,  the  provincial  government  predicted  there  would  be  at 
least  13  tentative  agreements  signed  by  the  end  of  1999. 

"Command  News  is  a product  of  The  Canadian  Press" 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News  & Canadian  Indian  News  are  produced  by 
Metis  MultiMedia  Inc.  - 100%  Aboriginally  owned  and  operated. 

[In  Affiliation  with  Beyond.com] 

"RE : AFN  Candidates  Should  Ponder  Tecumseh's  Vision"  

Date:  Sat,  1 Dul  2000  04:30:59  EDT 
From:  SumerWCree@aol.com 
Subj : Eastern  Door  Editorial 

Mailing  List:  Red  Road  Newsletter<TheRedRoadNewsletter-owner@onelist . com> 


Eastern  Door  Editorial 
From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 

>From  Peter. .thank  you! 

Thanks  to  Dave  Lewis  and  Katiuska  for  this  mind-meal ...  seems  to  me  it 
applies  to  the  big  U.S.  elections  as  well  the  visionless  leading  the  blind... 
Eastern  Door  Editorial 

EDITORIAL  - AFN  election  candidates  should  ponder  Tecumseh's  vision 
By  Taiaiake  Alfred 

It's  election  season  again  in  Indian  Country.  Flere  come  the  promises, 
policies  and  posturing  of  all  the  would-be  Indian  chiefs.  We've  seen  it  so 
many  times  before  the  election  bubble  gets  pumped  with  hot  air  all  Spring  and 
in  the  middle  of  Duly,  bursts  in  that  debauched  festival  of  hypocrisy  and 
waste  we  call  the  AFN  election.  It's  all  so  played  out. 

Honestly,  the  problems  we  face  heading  into  the  new  century  have  nothing 
to  do  with  policies  or  initiatives  or  government  funding.  Instead,  our 
problems  are  spiritual  and  moral  conflicts  rooted  in  the  experience  and 
attitudes  of  the  previous  century.  The  fact  is,  we  have  been  colonized  white 
men  on  a greedy  and  violent  mission  of  domination  have  stolen  our  lands, 
broken  our  laws  and  warped  our  minds.  We  are  suffering  the  consequences  of 
this  fact  in  our  poverty,  disempowerment  and  dysfunction. 

The  hard  truth  is  that  we  have  been  and  remain  colonized  because  we 
allowed,  and  continue  to  allow,  the  white  man  to  control  us.  Our  basic 
problem  is  no  more  complicated  than  this.  No  amount  of  reality,  denial  or 
chiefs  bellowing  on  about  our  Aboriginal  rights  can  erase  this  fact  from  the 
horizon . 

The  white  man  controls  our  land,  our  governments  and  our  minds.  We  need 
to  break  his  power.  But  his  hold  is  so  firm  and  profound  that  most  of  us 
cannot  even  see  an  indigenous  future  out  of  the  white  man's  grip.  We  seem  to 
think  that  in  the  year  2000,  the  white  man  is  different  than  he  was  a century 
ago,  or  two  centuries  ago  or  500  years  ago. 

It  is  not  the  white  man  who  has  changed;  it  is  you  and  I.  We  have 
forgotten  what  it  is  to  be  free.  Today,  instead  of  trying  to  break  free  of 
the  white  man's  dominion  like  our  ancestors  did,  we  negotiate  compromises  to 
help  the  white  man  feel  good  about  his  power  over  us.  Rather  than  rejecting 
his  rule  and  dealing  with  the  consequences,  we've  given  in  to  the  rule,  and 
take  jobs  helping  him  enforce  it. 

Last  year,  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  and  the  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  held  a gathering  to  promote  strategic  cooperation  among  our 
peoples.  The  gathering  was  promoted  as  a fulfillment  of  "Tecumseh's  Vision." 
What  irony.  If  the  great  Shawnee  warrior  was  suddenly  resurrected  and  walked 
into  that  gathering,  Tecumseh  surely  would  have  slain  every  one  there  as  a 
traitor  to  his  cause! 

The  AFN  and  the  NCAI  have  become  everything  Tecumseh  hated.  Tecumseh  never 
cooperated  with  the  white  government;  he  was  a warrior  who  defended  Native 
lands  from  white  intrusions  all  his  life;  he  organised  independent  Native 
nations  to  reject  white  law;  he  disdained  the  pretensions  of  the  white  man 
and  died  in  a last  ditch  battle  to  preserve  his  confederacy  of  free  people. 
How  feeble  do  the  voices  of  our  so-called  leaders  sound  compared  to  the 
spirit  of  resistance  that  was  Tecumseh's  true  vision? 

Great  changes  are  happening  in  the  world  today  which  make  the  time  right 
for  renewing  our  struggle  to  achieve  Tecumseh's  vision  of  free  and 
independent  nations  living  on  their  lands  and  bound  to  the  newcomers  by  fair 
and  honourable  treaties.  But  our  freedom  will  never  be  achieved  so  long  as  we 
are  led  by  the  kind  of  people  who  are  in  charge  of  our  organizations  today. 

We  need  leaders  with  integrity,  character  and  courage;  people  who  will 
not  cower  beneath  the  power  of  the  white  man.  It  is  time  to  unify  our  people 
behind  Tecumseh's  vision  and  begin  an  active  campaign  of  non-violent 
resistance  against  the  colonial  vision.  In  doing  so,  we  will  recover  our 
self-respect,  gain  support  of  world  opinion  and  bring  this  unjust  and 
hypocritical  country  to  its  knees. 

Someone  told  me  once  that  the  first  thing  a man  must  do  when  he's  in  a 
deep  hole  and  wants  to  get  out  is  stop  digging.  It  is  clear  from  experience 
and  historical  reality  that  the  first  thing  we  must  do  is  stop  cooperating 
with  the  Government  of  Canada  in  its  program  to  exterminate  our  nations. 


Canada's  institutions  and  policies  have  the  fundamental  objective  of 
denying  oun  basic  human  right  to  exist  as  free  and  self-determining  peoples. 
By  positioning  themselves  as  policy-makers  and  advisors  to  the  government, 
under  the  guise  of  trying  to  "work  the  system  from  within"  our  leaders  are  in 
fact  serving  as  the  instruments  of  our  ultimate  destruction. 

The  logic  of  colonialism  is  obvious  when  we  open  our  eyes  to  it;  and  in 
contrast  the  strategy  of  survival  is  clear  and  plain  we  must  turn  this 
situation  around  and  confront  Canada's  agenda  by  all  means  available  to  us. 
The  Government  of  Canada  is  scared  to  death  of  a coordinated  Native  strategy 
to  defend  our  rights  and  assert  our  power  in  the  courts,  on  the  ground,  in 
the  media  and  in  the  international  arena. 

The  great  Shawnee  knew  that  if  we  ever  got  together  we'd  be  dangerous.  We 
need  leaders  with  some  of  Tecumseh's  spirit,  latter-day  warriors  who  answer 
to  their  people  and  ancestors,  leaders  who  have  true  hearts  and  believe  in  a 
reason  to  fight. 

This  election  season,  let's  ignore  the  would-be  bureaucrats  and  tamed 
compromisers  hoping  for  a business-as-usual  future.  Pray  for  a real  leader 
whose  vision  extends  beyond  the  horizon  of  our  colonization.  Pray  hard. 
Brothers  and  Sisters,  it  is  a matter  of  survival. 

Taiaiake  Alfred  is  director  of  the  Indigenous  Governance  Program  at  the 
University  of  Victoria.  Born  and  raised  in  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory,  he 
is  widely  known  for  his  scholarly  work  on  Native  nationalism,  Iroquois 
history,  and  Indigenous  traditions  of  government.  He  can  be  reached  at 
taiaiake@uvic . ca 


INDIAN  HUNTING  OF  WILDLIFE  IN  THE  NATIONAL  PARKS 
From:  seneca2@webtv.net 

From:  Megwin 

INDIAN  HUNTING  OF  WILDLIFE  IN  THE  NATIONAL  PARKS 

John  Leshy,  the  Solicitor  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  is  on 
the  verge  of  issuing  a far-reaching  official  opinion  that  could  open  the 
national  parks  and  monuments  to  the  Indian  "take"  of  wildlife  for  ceremonial 
and  religious  purposes.  That  would  radically  transform  the  national  parks, 
long-regarded  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  world  as  wildlife 
sanctuaries  since  Congress  banned  the  taking  of  animals  in  Yellowstone  in 
1894. 

Here  are  the  contours  of  the  nascent  opinion: 

1.  The  Solicitor  will  advise  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Babbitt  that  he 
may  cancel  the  current  National  Park  Service  (NPS)  regulations  that  protect 
park  animals  (at  36  CFR  2.1(d))  and  replace  it  with  a new  rule  that  allows 
Indian  Tribal  members  to  obtain  a permit  from  a park  superintendent  to  take 
animals  in  that  park. 

2.  How  many  parks  are  involved?  Any  park  where  an  Indian  Tribe  can  show  a 
relatively  direct  connection  and  where  the  law  creating  the  park  contains 
even  the  most  vague  or  oblique  reference  to  Indians.  That  is  a large  set  of 
parks,  virtually  all  large  parks  in  the  West  and  many  in  the  East. 

3.  The  Solicitor's  opinion  will  emphasize  that  the  Secretary  may  permit 
Indians  to  "take"  park  wildlife  rather  than  to  "hunt"  them,  attempting  to 
avoid  the  politically  charged  perception  that  the  parks  are  now  open  to 
hunting. 

The  latter  point  is  simply  a semantic  subterfuge.  If  anything,  "taking" 
of  wildlife  is  an  even  broader  category  of  activity  than  "hunting"  wildlife. 
Taking  includes  pursuit,  capture,  trapping,  AND  hunting.  In  the  end,  the 
"taken"  wildlife  is  as  dead  as  "hunted"  wildlife.  Sparked  by  the  May  1999 
incident  at  Wupatki  National  Monument  when  Hopi  Indians  sought  to  capture 
golden  eaglets  from  a nest  in  that  park,  the  political  appointees  in  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  are  seeking  to  accommodate  Indian  "taking"  of  park 
wildlife  because  it  is  religious  conduct.  No  one  disputes  that  Indian 
"taking"  of  wildlife  (including  such  take  for  subsistence  and  recreational 
use)  is  often  suffused  with  religious  overtones.  The  Department  believes  that 
because  the  practice  of  religion  is  involved,  the  NPS  must  allow  this  conduct 
in  the  national  parks. 

This  logic  ignores  the  fundamental  principle  that  religious  conduct  is 
not  immune  to  regulation  and  the  burdens  indirectly  imposed  upon  it  by  laws 
of  general  applicability.  An  example  of  such  a general  law  is  the  prohibition 


on  the  taking  of  park  wildlife.  No,  the  Free  Exercise  of  religion  clause  of 
the  First  Amendment  does  not  compel  the  NPS  to  repeal  all  general  regulations 
whose  indirect  effect  is  to  burden  religious  conduct. 

Fortunately,  the  Solicitor's  pending  advice  cannot  be  implemented 
overnight  (at  least,  not  legally!).  Any  change  in  NPS  regulations  so  drastic 
would  require  a full-blown  environmental  impact  statement,  and  a proposed 
rulemaking  under  the  Administrative  Procedures  Act.  It  is  likely  that  so 
abrupt  a reversal  of  existing  NPS  regulations  that  protect  wildlife  requires 
an  act  of  Congress. 

What  can  we  do? 

1.  Call  Solicitor  Leshy  at  (202)  208-4423  and  ask  for  a copy  of  the 
opinion  on  Indian  take  of  wildlife  in  the  parks.  (Note:  Mari  Thomas  will 
accept  questions/comments:  mari_thomas@ios.doi.gov  ) 

2.  Call  the  Council  of  Environmental  Quality  in  the  White  House  at  (202) 
456-6224  and  express  your  concern  about  this  opinion  and  possible  effect. 

3.  Call  A1  Gore's  office  at  (202)  456-6224,  and  tell  him  that  this 
Opinion,  should  it  come  out  as  it  is  now  written,  WILL  become  a political 
issue. 


Tohono  O'odham  Nation  wants  part  of  range 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

[from  Lona.  Thanks!] 

Tohono  O'odham  Nation  wants  part  of  range 
http : //www. azcentral . com/ news/0630 range . shtml 
By  David  Madrid 
The  Arizona  Republic 

A host  of  competing  interests  is  eyeing  four  parcels  of  the  Barry  M. 
Goldwater  Air  Force  Range  the  military  doesn't  need,  but  the  Tohono  O'odham 
Nation  says  it  should  get  any  land  that's  given  back. 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  must  study  the  112,000  acres  for 
aboriginal,  cultural,  environmental  and  archaeological  significance  to 
determine  the  best  way  to  manage  and  protect  the  land.  Public  hearings 
already  have  been  held,  and  the  BLM's  report  is  due  this  fall  in  Congress, 
which  will  have  the  final  say. 

Suggested  uses  for  the  land  include  doing  nothing;  making  it  part  of  a 
preserve;  including  it  in  the  Cabeza  Prieta  National  Wildlife  Refuge;  and 
allowing  cattle  grazing. 

But  the  Tohono  O'odham,  whose  2.8  million-acre  reservation  borders  the 
range,  believes  it  has  ancestral  rights  to  the  entire  range  and  certainly  to 
any  land  the  military  is  giving  up. 

"There  are  archaeological  and  cultural  sites  there,"  Tribal  Chairman 
Edward  Manuel  said.  "We  feel  we  can  better  protect  those  cultural  sites." 

The  four  parcels,  which  represent  about  4 percent  of  the  range,  are 
considered  unnecessary  for  military  purposes.  They  are  an  83,554-acre  portion 
of  the  Sand  Tank  Mountains;  24,756  acres  of  the  Sentinel  Plain;  a stretch  of 
1,090  acres  along  Interstate  8 west  of  Dateland;  and  2,779  acres  abutting  the 
Ajo  Airport. 

Mary  3o  May,  a Luke  Air  Force  Base  spokeswoman,  said  base  officials  aren't 
taking  a position  on  who  should  manage  the  land,  but  whatever  happens  to  it 
should  be  compatible  with  Luke's  mission  of  training  fighter  pilots.  That 
would  include  turning  the  land  into  a wilderness,  a conservation  area  or 
allowing  limited  visitors  for  camping  and  hunting. 

Manuel  said  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  has  a cultural  preservation  office, 
a natural  resources  office  and  an  environmental  office,  and  it  has  hired  more 
police  and  rangers. 

"Combining  all  these  offices,  we  feel  we  could  better  manage  the  land," 
he  said. 

Manuel  has  written  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  and  to  the 
Air  Force  asking  that  the  tribe  be  allowed  to  assist  the  BLM  with  the  study. 

The  Goldwater  Range  was  created  in  1941  by  a presidential  decree.  In 
1997,  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  Council  passed  a resolution  asking  Congress 
to  give  back  the  entire  range. 

Not  everyone  agrees  that  the  tribe  should  manage  the  112,000  acres  that 
will  be  available. 

Tucson  resident  Bill  Broyles  is  leading  a movement  to  create  the  Sonoran 


Desert  National  Park  and  Preserve.  He  says  the  four  parcels  should  remain  a 
part  of  the  range. 

"The  military  needs  them  as  safety  buffers/'  Broyles  said.  "The  public 
needs  them  for  camping,  hiking  and  scenery.  Several  Native  American  nations 
need  them  for  holy  sites  and  archaeology,  and  wildlife  needs  them  for 
habitat . " 

Under  his  proposal,  the  range.  Organ  Pipe  Cactus  National  Monument  and 
the  Cabeza  Prieta  National  Wildlife  Refuge  would  be  combined  under  the 
National  Park  Service  administration.  The  Goldwater  portions  would  be 
co-managed  by  the  military. 

The  parcel  that  abuts  the  Ajo  Airport  should  go  to  Pima  County  for  use  by 
Ajo  residents,  Broyles  says. 

Lori  Martinez,  executive  director  of  the  Ajo  District  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  aid  the  community  feels  strongly  that  the  land  abutting  the  airport 
should  go  to  Pima  County  for  use  as  a park  or  an  industrial  park. 

Broyles  says  that  the  Arizona  Game  and  Fish  Department  could  help  the 
Interior  Department  manage  the  lands.  But  he  agrees  that  the  Native  American 
sites  should  be  protected  and  that  Native  Americans  should  be  involved  in 
management  plans  and  activities. 

Mesa  resident  Dohn  Gunn,  a wildlife  biologist  retired  from  Game  and  Fish, 
says  the  land  should  stay  part  of  the  range.  If  there  are  two  places  where 
federal  land  policy  has  worked,  it  is  the  Sand  Tank  Mountains  and  Sentinel 
Plain  areas,  Gunn  said,  and  that's  because  the  land  has  been  left  alone. 

"It's  ironic  that  this  is  one  of  the  few  success  stories,  and  now  we're 
giving  it  away,"  he  said.  "All  that  nature  requires  of  us  in  a civilized 
society  is  that  we  leave  it  alone.  I consider  this  area  virtually  pristine." 

Gunn  said  allowing  the  Tohono  O'odham  to  take  over  the  land  is  "a 
terrible  idea."  If  the  land  were  given  to  the  tribe,  he  said,  the  Tohono 
O'odham  could  do  as  they  please,  with  no  guarantee  that  non-Native  Americans 
would  have  access  to  it. 

Chairman  Manuel  says  that  the  tribe  hasn't  made  any  plans  to  exclude 
visitors  from  the  land,  and  that  land  use  policies  could  be  developed. 

"But  we  need  to  protect  those  sites  that  are  culturally  sensitive,"  he 
said.  "And  the  ones  we  need  to  look  at  are  the  sacred  sites.  We  don't  want 
those  sites  desecrated." 

The  nation  is  better  prepared  to  protect  those  sites  than  the  federal 
government,  Manuel  says. 

The  BLM  will  submit  the  findings  of  its  study  to  the  Interior  Department, 
which  must  have  a report  to  Congress  by  Oct.  5. 

Reach  the  reporter  at  David.Madrid@ArizonaRepublic.com  or  (602)  444-7113. 


Pierre,  SD:  Police  and  PIC  discuss  concerns  in  department  and  community. 
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Police  and  PIC  discuss  concerns  in  department  and  community. 

www. zwire . com/site/news . cfm?newsid=587501&BRD=1130&PAG=461&dept_id=99675 

By  SARA  HAGEN-EBERHARD,  Capital  Hournal  Staff 

Pierre  Police  Chief  Allen  Aden  initiated  a meeting  with  the  Pierre  Indian 
Council  Wednesday  to  discuss  issues  and  concerns. 

Pierre  Police  Chief  Allen  Aden  initiated  a meeting  with  the  Pierre  Indian 
Council  Wednesday  to  discuss  issues  and  concerns  of  the  Native  American 
community  in  relation  to  the  Pierre  Police  Department. 

The  meeting  was  attended  by  two  members  of  the  council,  president  Marice 
Ashley  and  Duanita  Bear  Stops. 

Aden  used  a community  policing  assessment  report  prepared  by  the  Western 
Regional  Institute  for  Community  Oriented  Public  Safety  as  a format  for 
discussing  the  relationship  between  law  enforcement  and  the  Native  American 
community  in  Pierre. 

The  report  assesses  information  obtained  during  a visit  in  October  of 
1998.  Aden  became  Pierre's  chief  of  police  in  1999. 

The  report's  purpose  was  to  evaluate  the  readiness  of  the  department  for 
the  concept  of  community  policing,  which  attempts  to  form  partnerships 
between  law  enforcement,  government  and  community  to  address  law  enforcement 
issues  proactively. 

Issues  that  Aden  referred  to  from  the  WRICOPS  report  included: 


♦developing  a common  definition  of  "community"  that  includes  several 
prominent  constituencies  in  Pierre,  including  the  Native  American  community. 

♦finding  someone  from  the  Native  American  community  who  would  be 
interested  in  serving  on  a "chief's  advisory  committee." 

♦getting  help  from  the  Native  American  community  to  recruit  a Native 
American  police  officer. 

♦changing  stringent  "ride-along"  policies  to  make  it  easier  for  citizens 
to  see  the  issues  that  come  up  during  patrols. 

♦forming  cooperative  agreements  and  partnerships  between  the  Pierre 
Police  Department  and  the  Native  American  community. 

♦a  report  of  "disparaging  remarks"  being  heard  over  the  police  scanner 
about  Native  Americans  and  young  people. 

In  response  to  that  comment,  Aden  said  that  he  did  not  allow  that 
derogatory  speech,  but  added,  "We're  human  and  we  make  human  errors.  Dust 
because  we  put  the  badge  on  doesn't  mean  we're  perfect." 

Ashley  and  Bear  Stops  reported  incidents  that  indicate  prejudice  in  the 
community. 

Ashley  told  of  stepping  outside  with  a group  of  mourners  at  a funeral 
parlor  and  having  three  intoxicated  males  yelled  obscenities  at  her.  She 
reported  the  incident  to  police,  but  no  patrol  car  arrived. 

Bear  Stops  tells  of  an  instance  where  she  had  cans  thrown  at  her  while 
someone  yelled,  "Go  back  to  the  rez." 

Ashley  said  that  she  knows  not  everyone  treats  Native  Americans  in  this 
way,  but  the  these  incidents  are  not  uncommon. 

Aden  said  that  he  did  not  think  they  would  able  to  solve  all  of  the 
issues  or  deal  with  incidents  that  occurred  in  the  past,  but  that  he  hoped 
that  Native  Americans  would  be  willing  to  work  with  him  in  a positive  way  to 
address  current  and  future  issues. 

He  also  wanted  for  more  people  in  the  community  to  know  who  he  was  and 
what  phone  number  they  could  call  if  they  had  concerns.  That  phone  number  is 
773-7410. 

Ashley  said  that  she  welcomed  Aden's  efforts  and  would  do  what  she  could 
to  help  him. 

She  suggested  that  he  keep  inviting  the  Native  American  community  to  work 
with  him. 

"I  think  history  is  kind  of  holding  people  back  - and  mistrust,"  said 
Ashley. 

She  said  that  she  thought  mistrust  was  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  low 
attendance  at  the  meeting. 

"I  think  a majority  of  the  Native  American  population  doesn't  think 
they're  heard  at  all,"  said  Ashley. 

She  said  the  perceptions  are  that  the  police  don't  care,  they  will  stop 
Native  Americans  for  any  reason,  they  will  be  suspicious  if  too  many  Native 
Americans  are  walking  together  and  that  more  cops  will  be  involved  when  there 
is  a call  regarding  Native  Americans. 


Charlotte  Black  Elk  on  New  Agers 
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Bread  and  Roses 

Charlotte  Black  Elk 

'There's  a notion  that  Indians  practicing  their  religions  are  less  than 
religious ' 

by  Elizabeth  Manning 

Charlotte  Black  Elk,  45,  is  a spiritual  and  cultural  leader  of  the  Lakota 
Sioux  tribe.  She  lives  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  190  miles  to  the  east 
of  Devils  Tower,  where  she  began  leading  a Sun  Dance  in  1985. 

Charlotte  Black  Elk:  "I  grew  up  going  to  Devils  Tower.  As  a kid  with  my 
family,  we  would  pass  ourselves  off  as  tourists,  initially.  Back  then,  the 
park  wasn't  a high-traffic  place.  People  just  drove  up  and  took  a picture  and 
left.  Close  Encounters  of  the  Third  Kind  changed  all  that.  After  that  movie 
came  out,  a lot  of  people  wanted  to  come  see  the  place.  I found  it 
fascinating  that  people  are  driven  not  by  their  own  culture,  but  by 
Hollywood.  Dust  like  sociologists  or  anthropologists  watch  Indian  culture,  I 
watch  the  tourists.  I study  them. 


"Americans  haven't  been  taught  to  deal  with  other  cultures  and  religions. 

We  know  how  to  behave  in  a court,  but  I think  there's  a notion  that  Indians 
practicing  their  religions  are  less  than  religious.  People  come  to  Devils 
Tower  and  think,  'We're  on  vacation,  we're  going  to  go  see  Indians  and  take 
videos  of  them  doing  their  ceremonies  while  we  drink  beer  and  wear  short 
shorts . ' 

"As  for  New  Agers,  you  have  people  who  are  on  a genuine  search  for 
fulfillment,  but  they  don't  want  to  take  the  time  to  learn  their  own 
traditions,  or  they're  totally  fascinated  with  Native  American  religion. 

They're  seeking  power  now,  like  the  weight  loss  pills. 

"I'm  Charlotte  Black  Elk.  People  come  up  to  me  all  the  time  and  say,  'I 
read  your  grandfather's  book.  Black  Elk  Speaks.'  They  want  to  be  a part  of 
something  poetic.  Well,  I tell  them,  I'm  not  my  grandfather. 

"One  of  the  dividing  lines  has  been  when  I tell  the  New  Age  practitioners 
'Go  prepare  for  seven  years. ' Most  of  them  want  a hodgepodge  of  things 
without  embracing  the  total  culture.  Those  people  treat  Native  American 
ceremonies  like  they  would  a diving  vacation  to  the  Bahamas.  In  reality,  if 
you  participate  in  these  ceremonies,  you  have  to  give  up  a lot  of  things.  You 
have  to  be  accessible  to  the  community,  maybe  even  take  foster  kids  in. 

Things  like  that. 

"In  white  America,  they're  able  to  buy  their  place  in  society.  They  can't 
understand  why  they  can't  buy  a place  in  a Native  American  community.  Indians 
judge  you  by  your  actions.  So  what  if  you  have  a degree  from  Harvard  and 
have  $50,000?  If  you're  a shit,  that's  how  you'll  be  treated." 
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Navajos,  Zunis  regain  forest  land 
By  Chaka  Ferguson 
Associated  Press 
luly  1,  2000 

FORT  WINGATE,  N.M.  - Thousands  of  acres  of  pristine  forest  land  were 
turned  over  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  Navajo  and  Zuni  tribes 
in  a ceremony  Friday  marked  by  blessings  from  both  tribes  and  an  Army 
colonel  turning  over  a set  of  keys. 

The  Army  transferred  4,900  acres  to  the  BIA  for  the  benefit  of  the  two 
tribes  at  the  pine-dotted  Lake  McFerren  on  the  former  Fort  Wingate  Army 
Depot.  It  was  the  first  phase  of  the  eventual  transfer  of  21,881  acres. 

"I  wish  the  Zuni  people  who  lost  this  land  were  still  alive.  I think 
they  would  really  be  happy  to  get  their  land  back,"  said  Paul  Neha,  66,  a 
Zuni.  "I  think  it's  quite  an  accomplishment.  It  is  really  great  for  us." 

Young  Indian  dancers  in  bright  costumes,  some  wearing  anklets  of  bells 
and  headdresses  of  deer  horns,  danced  to  the  beat  of  drums  both  before  and 
after  the  official  transfer  ceremony. 

Elders  from  both  tribes  blessed  the  land  in  their  respective  languages. 

Lt.  Col.  Gary  Carney  made  the  official  transfer  by  giving  a set  of  keys  to 
Navajo  Nation  President  Kelsey  Begaye,  Zuni  Pueblo  Gov.  Malcom  Bowekaty 
and  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Director  Kevin  Gover. 

"The  Navajo  people  have  ties  to  this  land,"  Begaye  told  the  crowd  of  200 
to  300,  mostly  members  of  the  two  tribes.  "That's  why  we  are  happy  to  come 
back  to  the  land  or  the  land  has  come  back  to  us." 

The  partnership  between  the  Navajos  and  Zunis  over  Fort  Wingate  will  be 


a step  toward  partnerships  between  tribes  all  over  New  Mexico  and  an 
example  of  how  tribes  can  come  together,  he  said. 

"If  we  can  unite  as  Indian  people,  we  can  speak  as  a united  voice," 

Begaye  said.  "Together  we  stand,  together  we  conquer." 

Bowekaty  said  the  transfer  was  "the  first  big  step  to  reclaiming  our 
ancestral  grounds." 

"It's  a tribute  to  our  forefathers  who  always  told  us  to  have  patience 
and  tolerance,"  Bowekaty  said.  "That  has  been  a virtue  that  has  sustained 
us . " 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Panel  discusses  ways  to  improve  education  for  American  Indians 
BY  MARGERY  BECK 
Associated  Press  Writer 
6/30/2000 

OMAFIA  Educators  from  Nebraska  and  as  far  away  as  Arizona  gathered  Friday 
in  Omaha  to  discuss  ways  to  improve  education  for  American  Indian  students. 

The  meeting  of  the  26-member  Native  American  Advisory  Council  was  its 
third  s ince  it  was  formed  in  April.  The  group's  goal  is  to  address 
education  issues  for  the  state's  4,525  American  Indian  students  and 
suggest  policy  for  the  Nebraska  Department  of  Education,  the  Legislature 
and  Gov.  Mike  lohanns. 

Friday's  meeting  was  a brainstorming  session  that  allowed  members  to 
outline  as  many  problems  and  issues  concerning  American  Indian  students 
and  their  education  as  they  could. 

The  group  broke  off  into  two  discussion  groups,  with  each  naming  various 
problems  facing  American  Indians  and  possible  solutions. 

Among  the  problems  listed  were  rampant  drug  and  alcohol  abuse  among 
reservation  residents,  lack  of  opportunity,  jobs  and  skills  training  and 
sometimes-poor  training  of  reservation  educators. 

Some  of  the  solutions  included  more  teaching  of  American  Indian  culture, 
coordination  between  outside  communities  and  tribal  leaders,  and  more 
funding  for  better  education,  substance  abuse  programs  and  reservation 
schools . 

While  Friday's  goals  appear  vague,  they  served  as  a starting  point, 
Nebraska  Education  Commissioner  Doug  Christensen  said. 

"We  will  probably  fail  if  we  try  to  do  a whole  bunch  of  stuff,"  he  said. 
"We're  working  toward  pinpointing  the  areas  we  want  to  address." 

Financing,  education  quality  and  reaching  out  to  American  Indian 
families  and  communities  will  be  the  topics  likely  to  emerge  from  the 
meetings  that  the  state  will  be  obliged  to  help  remedy,  Christensen  said. 

Lt.  Gov.  Dave  Maurstad  drew  a heated  response  when  he  asked  if  American 
Indian  children  understand  the  value  of  an  education  and  whether  the  group 
should  consider  stressing  education's  importance  to  their  parents. 

"I'm  offended  when  it's  suggested  that  native  parents  aren't  as  loving 
or  as  caring  as  other  parents,"  said  Carolyn  Fiscus,  director  of  Native 
American  studies  at  the  University  of  Nebraska-Omaha . "Native  parents  are 
just  as  concerned  about  their  children's  education  as  anyone  else." 

Fiscus  said  more  of  the  problem  lies  with  the  quality  of  education 
available  on  reservations. 

"Do  you  know  where  I got  access  to  quality  education?  I went  to  school 
off  the  reservation,"  she  said. 
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Lazio's  comments  anger  Indians 
By  William  Kates 
c.  Associated  Press 
6/26/2000 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  Republican  Senate  candidate  Rick  Lazio  needs  a 
history  lesson  if  he  thinks  Indians  in  New  York  were  given  land  or 
anything  else,  spokeswomen  for  the  Mohawk  and  Onondaga  Indian  nations  said 
Monday. 

While  pleased  with  Lazio's  qualified  support  for  Indian-owned  casinos  on 
their  own  lands,  Mohawk  leaders  were  upset  by  remarks  he  made  Sunday  at 
the  opening  of  a charity  golf  tournament  in  the  Buffalo  area. 

Lazio  said  he  opposed  any  federal  government  intervention  restricting 
Indian-owned  casinos  on  tribal  lands. 

Explaining  his  stand,  Lazio  added,  "Native  Americans  were  given  many 
parts  of  our  country,  some  (of  it)  very  difficult  land,  with  very  few 
opportunities.  Native  Americans  have  found  a way  finally  to  make  some 
money.  I would  not  pull  the  rug  out  from  under  them  in  terms  of  casinos." 

Spokeswoman  Rowena  General  said  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribal  Council 
"takes  offense"  at  Lazio's  comments. 

"Mr.  Lazio  is  simply  inaccurate  if  he  thinks  that.  We  would  encourage 
him  to  read  more  Native  American  history,  particularly  about  New  York 
state,"  General  said.  "We  weren't  given  anything  in  terms  of  land  or 
economic  development  ...  Nothing  was  given  to  us.  It  was  taken  from  us." 

"Mr.  Lazio  is  in  need  of  a history  lesson,"  Wendy  Gonyea  of  the  Onondaga 
Indian  Nation  said.  "His  comment  that  Native  Americans  were  given  many 
parts  of  our  country  is  so  preposterous  I cannot  begin  to  fathom  where  he 
gets  his  view." 

Asked  about  the  Indian  reaction,  Lazio  spokesman  Bryan  Flood  said,  "It's 
clear  he  was  referring  to  some  of  the  reservations  out  West  where  Native 
Americans  were  forced  onto  land  that  wasn't  theirs." 

The  Mohawks  once  owned  millions  of  acres  in  upstate  New  York  and 
southern  Ontario  and  now  are  left  with  only  the  St.  Regis  reservation, 
which  straddles  the  U.S. -Canadian  border.  General  noted. 

The  Mohawks  and  other  Iroquois  tribes  in  upstate  New  York  have  filed 
claims  seeking  the  return  of  ancestral  lands  based  on  federal  court 
rulings  that  the  state  acquired  the  land  through  a series  of  illegal 
transactions  in  the  late  18th  and  early  19th  centuries. 

"We  would  hope  Mr.  Lazio  would  support  our  claims,"  General  said. 

The  Onondagas  oppose  casino  gambling  but  expect  to  file  a land  claim  of 
their  own  later  this  year  that  will  include  the  city  of  Syracuse. 

The  Oneida  Indian  Nation  was  pleased  with  Lazio's  stand  on  Indian 
ownership  of  gambling  casinos.  However,  nation  spokesman  Mark  Emery  said 
the  tribe  had  no  comment  on  the  congressman's  other  remarks. 

The  Oneidas,  who  operate  Turning  Stone  casino,  have  a 26-year-old  land 
claim  pending  against  New  York  state.  A federal  judge  last  week  declared 
an  impasse  in  the  case  after  the  collapse  of  settlement  talks.  A trial 
date  has  yet  to  be  set. 

Lazio  spokesman  Flood  said  the  congressman  "believes  the  federal 
government  needs  to  take  innocent  landowners  out  of  these  lawsuits.  The 
Clinton  administration  ought  to  take  the  side  of  looking  out  for  New  York 
landowners . " 

In  addition  to  the  Indian  land  claims  that  have  been  supported  in  part 
by  the  Clinton  administration,  non-payment  of  property  and  sales  taxes, 
sovereignty,  Indian-run  casinos  and  the  cheap  sale  of  cigarettes  by 
Indian-owned  businesses  over  the  Internet  have  been  hot  topics  in  New  York. 

Indian  concerns  have  been  raised  because  Gov.  George  Pataki  is 
considering  legislation  approved  by  the  Legislature  that  would  penalize 


carriers  for  delivering  cigarettes  lacking  state  tax  stamps  to  reservation 
stores.  The  Indian-run  stores  have  refused  to  collect  state  sales  taxes. 

Also  last  week,  the  state  Assembly  stopped  short  of  taking  action  on  a 
measure  requiring  state  legislative  and  local  authorization  before  Indian 
tribes  could  open  casinos  on  non-Indian  land. 

Lazio  agreed  that  there  must  be  some  way  for  governments  to  address  how 
Indian-run  ventures  impact  surrounding  non-tribal  businesses,  but  said 
that,  "in  terms  of  casino  gambling.  Native  Americans  have  established  a 
presence. " 
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Study:  Red  Lake  Reservation  sees  economic  improvement 
Statewire 

RED  LAKE,  Minn.  --  The  Red  Lake  Indian  Reservation  is  poised  to  become  a 
major  economic  force  in  north-central  Minnesota,  according  to  a Bemidji 
State  University  study. 

"In  1995,  the  common  term  that  was  used  . . . was  that  we  are  a sleeping 
giant,"  Red  Lake  Chairman  Bobby  Whitefeather  said.  "The  sleeping  giant 
now  has  sat  up  and  started  looking  around." 

Employment  increases  on  the  reservation  outstripped  Beltrami  County  more 
than  3-to-l  during  the  past  five  years  and  average  wages  increased  42 
percent  on  the  reservation,  compared  with  only  16  percent  for  the  same 
period  in  Beltrami  County,  the  study  showed. 

One  reason  the  reservation ' s economy  has  improved  - and  looks  like  it 
will  continue  to  gain  - is  that  the  tribe  has  made  a concerted  effort  to 
bring  in  non-government  funds. 

"The  Tribal  Council  is  paying  more  attention  to  developing  a private 
sector  on  the  reservation, " Whitefeather  said.  "We  have  a work  force  that 
is  largely  underemployed." 

Casino  gambling  has  also  helped  the  reservation,  said  Bemidji  State 
economists  Pat  Welle  and  Robert  Ley,  who  prepared  the  study. 

"What  we  see  is  potential  here,"  Welle  said.  "Now  that  you  have 
profits,  you  can  invest  them  in  other  things,  or  you  can  be  even  more 
productive  if  you  build  new  buildings,  new  production  lines,  other 
kinds  of  things . " 

Welle  said  the  study  shows  "an  awful  lot  of  focus  on  what  to  invest 
in  human  and  natural  resources,  as  well  as  physical  capital." 

The  Red  Lake  Nation  is  in  the  midst  of  a transformation,  Welle  said, 
with  a focus  on  economic  efficiency  to  make  the  best  use  of  its 
resources . 

The  study  found  that  employment  in  reservation  enterprises  grew  15 
percent  from  1995  to  2000.  Average  annual  wages  jumped  from  $6,  432.50 
in  1995  to  $9,  131.37  in  1999. 

Purchases  by  tribal  enterprises  and  the  school  district  also  increased 
in  the  period,  from  $31.2  million  to  $50.9  million. 

"These  purchase  numbers  are  significant,"  Ley  said.  "They  represent 
an  economic  opportunity,  both  for  people  on  the  reservation  and 
elsewhere  throughout  the  region." 

Tribal  enterprise  profits  have  also  increased,  he  said,  from  $2.9 
million  in  1994  to  $5.95  million  for  1999,  mostly  a result  of  gaming. 

When  the  report  is  finalized  in  the  fall,  the  tribe  will  use  it  to 
plan  for  the  future  and  develop  a land-use  plan,  Whitefeather  said. 

"We're  in  an  era  now  where  we're  going  to  have  to  do  some  real 
sensitive  planning,  smart  growth  or  proper  planning  for  growth,"  he 
said . 
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North  Carolina's  Cherokees  plan  new  hotel  near  casino 

By  The  Associated  Press 

06/30/2000 

CHEROKEE,  N.C.  --  North  Carolina's  Cherokee  Indians  plan  to  spruce  up 
their  2-year-old  casino  with  a new  15-story  hotel  featuring  shops  and  31, 
000  square  feet  of  convention  space. 

The  planned  $60  million  project  would  be  built  on  the  tribe's 
reservation  in  the  Appalachian  Mountains  next  to  Hamah's  Cherokee  Smoky 
Mountains  Casino. 

"It's  going  to  be  a beautiful  building,"  said  Norma  Moss,  facility 
operations  manager  for  Harrah's  casino.  "We're  hoping  to  incorporate 
traditional  Cherokee  art  and  feeling." 

Harrah's  officials  recently  told  the  Cherokee  Tribal  Council  the  hotel 
could  generate  an  estimated  $12  million  per  year.  Construction  is  expected 
to  start  this  summer  and  take  14  months. 

About  300  workers  will  be  added  to  the  casino's  1,500  employees.  Moss 
said . 

Some  members  of  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  said  they  were 
uneasy  with  how  rapidly  their  small  community  has  grown  and  changed  since 
the  casino  opened  in  November  1997. 

Moses  Walkingstick,  47,  said  he  approves  of  many  of  the  economic 
benefits  the  casino  has  brought  to  rank-and-file  tribe  members,  but  he 
worries  that  his  people  will  lose  touch  with  their  Cherokee  culture  and 
identity. 

"The  good  Lord  gave  us  different  ways  to  live.  I think  some  are 
forgetting  they  are  Cherokee  people,"  he  said. 

Most  of  the  tribe's  12,500  members  receive  about  $2,000  twice  a year  in 
shared  profits  from  the  casino,  which  attracts  nearly  3.5  million  visitors 
annually. 

The  Cherokees  operate  their  casino  under  a compact  agreement  with  the 
state  of  North  Carolina.  The  agreement,  entered  into  in  1994  after 
Cherokees  sued  the  state,  allows  payouts  up  to  $25,000. 

The  tribe  is  negotiating  with  state  officials  to  expand  the  gambling 
space.  There  are  more  than  2,460  video  machines  in  the  casino. 

The  state  Senate  on  Wednesday  reversed  plans  to  make  it  illegal  to 
possess  any  machines  that  offer  video  poker,  bingo,  craps,  keno,  lotto  or 
other  games. 

North  Carolina  law  has  long  banned  video  poker  machines,  but  court 
decisions  combined  with  changes  in  the  law  allowed  them  on  a limited  basis 
beginning  in  the  early  1990s. 
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Powwow  teaches  us  about  Indian  culture 


Deanne  Givens  says  annual  Dulyamsh,  in  its  third  year,  offers  everyone 
an  opportunity  to  experience  diversity. 

Deanne  Givens 
c.  Handle  Extra 
6/24/2000 

Spokane  _ Swaying  fringes  on  buckskin,  a humorous  master  of  ceremonies, 
and  the  sun  setting  on  a summer  evening  are  memories  one  might  have  of  a 
powwow. 

At  Dulyamsh,  the  Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe's  annual  summer  powwow  at  Post 
Falls,  hundreds  of  dancers  gather  at  the  same  spot  their  ancestors  met  for 
song  and  celebration  along  the  Spokane  River.  Drumming,  singing  and  a 
cascade  of  color  lighten  the  spirit  and  stir  the  soul. 

Dulyamsh  takes  place  at  the  old  Greyhound  Park  off  Interstate  90  at  the 
Post  Falls  Outlet  Mall  exit.  It  runs  Duly  21-23.  In  its  third  year, 
Dulyamsh  is  one  of  the  nation's  largest  outdoor  powwows.  It  is  open  to  the 
public.  In  fact,  the  Coeur  d'Alene  Tribe  works  to  make  it  easy  to  attend 
by  offering  free  admission.  There  is  a small  charge  for  parking. 

Powwows  educate  a community.  They  lend  an  opportunity  to  experience 
diversity  of  culture  and  race.  Coeur  d'Alene  resident  Maureen  Woitas 
brought  her  kids  to  Dulyamsh  last  year. 

"It's  an  enriching  experience  to  understand  how  another  culture  lives," 
she  said.  "I  value  other  ways  of  living  and  philosophies.  It  is  important 
for  children  to  have  an  understanding  at  a young  age  so  their  framework  of 
understanding  can  be  broadened  beyond  what  they  know." 

Laura  Stensgar  is  a Coeur  d'Alene  Tribal  member  who's  worked  on  Dulyamsh 
since  its  inception  three  years  ago.  She  explained  what  she  likes  most 
about  the  celebration. 

"Personally,  it  is  the  pride  and  aura  of  the  event.  It  really  stirs 
emotion.  We  are  sharing  something  beautiful.  The  audience  can  get  a taste 
and  a feel  of  what  our  culture  has  to  offer." 

This  powwow  reassures  Indian  people.  It's  common  knowledge  that  many 
Indian  travelers  feel  skittish  about  North  Idaho  because  of  its  racist 
reputation.  Dulyamsh  gets  the  word  out  among  Indian  communities  throughout 
the  nation  that  the  area  is  a safe  place.  Drawing  the  large  non-Indian 
crowds,  up  to  30,000  some  nights,  Dulyamsh  does  more  in  three  short  days 
to  undo  the  negative  image  of  North  Idaho  than  a yearlong  concerted  public 
relations  campaign. 

The  calls  from  other  tribes  start  coming  in  as  early  as  December 
inquiring  about  the  date  of  Dulyamsh.  They  tell  Stensgar,  "It  was  the  best 
powwow  I've  ever  been  to." 

What  makes  a successful  powwow?  For  Indian  dancers  and  drummers  it's 
being  outdoors  that  makes  Dulyamsh  special.  There  is  no  denying  huge  cash 
prizes  of  $57,000  for  dancing  and  $30,000  for  drumming  competitions  bring 
out  the  best  from  the  nation  and  Canada.  It  also  provides  the  ultimate 
luxury  for  dancers,  which  is  a shower  on  site. 

For  spectators,  they  continually  remark  on  the  dancing.  Last  year  more 
than  600  dancers  took  to  the  arena.  From  toddlers  to  senior  citizens, 
dancers  from  tribes  across  the  nation  offer  up  a variety  of  dance  steps 
and  colorful  outfits.  Others  talk  about  the  great  stands  serving 
traditional  powwow  food  such  as  fry  bread,  stew  and  the  Indian  taco  --  a 
combination  of  fry  bread,  chili  and  cheese. 

Arts  and  crafts  booths  this  year  will  double  in  number  from  last  year. 
Dewelry,  blankets,  feathers,  novelty  items,  the  usual  assortment  of  T- 
shirts,  beads  and  original  art  work  will  be  available. 

Art  collectors  will  have  a chance  to  view  and  bid  on  art  works  by  the 
nation's  leading  Indian  artists.  An  art  auction  will  be  held  Saturday. 
Artists  include  paintings  by  King  Kuka,  Kevin  Red  Star,  Gail  Runningwolf 
and  George  Flett,  who  represent  the  best  of  the  contemporary  American 
Indian  art  movement.  Last  year,  private  collectors  and  gallery  owners 
scooped  up  bargains  by  these  artists  at  unbelievably  low  prices.  The  art 
auction  also  is  open  to  the  public. 

The  dancing  starts  Friday  night  with  a grand  entry  of  all  dancers.  The 
dancing  continues  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening.  The  final  dancing  is 
Sunday  at  1 p.m. 

Because  of  its  dog  track  location,  Spokane/Coeur  d'Alene  author  Sherman 


Alexie  has  coined  the  gathering  The  Bow  Wow  powwow.  Bring  a friend,  a 
child  and  certainly  an  out  of  town  guest.  Get  to  know  new  people  who  take 
pride  in  cultural  traditions. 

Powwows  shape  the  memories  of  most  young  Indian  kids.  The  direct 
relationship  with  earth  and  sky  while  dancing  to  the  oldest  songs  known  to 
this  area  is  fulfillment  that  needs  replenishment  every  year  in  Duly.  See 
you  at  Dulyamsh. 
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Questioning  tribal  identity 
By  ROB  MARTINDALE 
c.  Tulsa  World 
6/30/00 

Cherokees  say  Missouri  group  ineligible  for  tribe  status 

TAHLEQUAH  --  A Missouri  group  which  has  been  courting  the  mayor  and 
others  in  Webbers  Falls  with  plans  for  a riverboat  casino  has  been  dealing 
off  the  bottom  of  the  deck,  according  to  the  Cherokee  Nation.  "Let  the 
buyer  beware,"  the  Cherokee  Nation  said  of  a plan  announced  this  month  by 
the  group  calling  itself  the  Southern  Cherokee  Nation. 

"This  group  is  not  a federally  recognized  tribe,  but  rather  one  of  more 
than  200  groups  across  the  United  States  that  claim  to  be  Cherokee,"  the 
Cherokee  Nation  said  in  a prepared  statement. 

Webbers  Falls  Mayor  Dewel  Florne  acknowledged  that  she  had  earlier  met 
with  representatives  of  the  "Southern  Cherokees,"  but  refused  to  comment 
on  the  development  coming  out  of  the  Tahlequah-based  Cherokee  Nation. 

"I  have  no  comment.  No  comment,  period,"  she  said  Thursday  following 
reports  that  the  Webbers  Falls  City  Council  invited  the  Southern  Cherokee 
group  to  occupy  an  office  at  City  Flail. 

Las  Vegas-type  casino  gambling  is  illegal  in  Oklahoma  unless  a tribe  is 
successful  in  entering  into  a compact  with  the  state  through  the 
governor's  office,  said  Neal  Leader,  a senior  assistant  attorney  general. 

No  tribe  has  accomplished  that. 

"The  first  question  here  is  if  this  entity  is  a federally  recognized 
tribe,"  Leader  said. 

"If  they  are  . . . they  can  only  do  that  in  a state  which  permits  such 
gambling"  under  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act,  he  added. 

Casino-type  gambling  is  barred  in  Oklahoma,  whether  the  planned  gaming 
house  is  on  land  or  on  water.  Leader  said. 

Under  Oklahoma  law.  Leader  said,  the  federally  recognized  tribes  can 
conduct  bingo,  pulltab  games  and  card  tournaments  but  not  casino-type 
gaming. 

The  federal  government  recognizes  just  three  Cherokee  groups  as  tribes  - 
- the  Cherokee  Nation,  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  and  the  United 
Keetowah  Band  of  Cherokees,  the  Cherokee  Nation  statement  said. 

"Of  the  remaining  groups,  many  are  just  clubs  whose  members  may  or  may 
not  belong  to  a Cherokee  tribe  but  enjoy  learning  about  the  history, 
language  and  traditions  of  the  Cherokees,"  the  Tahlequah-  based  tribe 
reported . 

Earlier  this  month,  the  so-  called  Southern  Cherokee  Nation  said  it 
would  re-establish  tribal  operations  "in  their  treaty  lands"  in  the 
Webbers  Falls  area. 

The  group  said  it  would  reassert  its  rights  to  hunting  and  fishing  and 
to  the  Arkansas  River. 

In  a prepared  statement  from  the  group,  it  said  it  anticipated  a "sudden 
explosion  of  growth"  after  it  became  involved  in  the  Webbers  Falls' 


community  matters,  including  development. 

The  chief  of  the  Southern  Cherokee  Nation  was  identified  as  Gary  Ridge. 
Efforts  to  contact  Ridge  were  unsuccessful. 

The  group,  the  Cherokee  Nation  said,  has  a Web  site  which  states  that 
the  Southern  Cherokees  are  a "branch  of  the  United  Deist  Association,  who 
afford  the  group. . .tax-exempt  status  in  both  North  and  South  Carolina." 

Richard  Allen,  senior  research  analyst  for  the  Cherokee  Nation,  said, 
"It's  hard  to  claim  to  be  a sovereign  nation  with  land  in  Oklahoma  and 
have  your  only  recognition  be  on  the  East  Coast. 

"I  don't  know  who  these  guys  are.  Their  phone  numbers  are  in  Missouri. 
People  know  how  to  find  the  true  Cherokee  Nation.  We've  been  in  Tahlequah 
for  about  160  years." 

In  its  prepared  statement,  the  Cherokee  Nation  said  government  agencies 
in  the  past  have  exposed  "fraudulent  organizations  claiming  to  be 
Cherokee. " 

One  group,  the  Cherokee  Nation  said,  conned  investors  with  a scheme  to 
create  its  own  nation  on  an  island  in  the  Rio  Grande  area. 

Other  "scammers,"  the  tribe  said,  have  claimed  to  be  a Cherokee  tribe, 
and  solicited  donations  or  issued  coins  claiming  to  be  the  official 
currency  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

"These  people  have  no  legitimate  claims,"  Allen  said. 

Anyone  with  questions  about  organizations  claiming  be  part  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  should  contact  the  Cherokee  Nation  or  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  for  a list  of  legitimate  nations,  tribes  and  bands,  a spokesman 
said . 

A statement  from  the  Southern  Cherokee  Nation  group  said  its 
representatives  had  met  with  the  Webbers  Falls  mayor  and  other  local 
officials . 

"Early  efforts  show  great  promise  for  a spirit  of  cooperation  between 
the  Southern  Cherokees  and  the  residents  of  the  Webbers  Falls  area,"  the 
group  said. 

The  group  said  it  planned  to  open  a restaurant  and  help  Web  bers  Falls 
develop  and  expand  pier  and  dockside  facilities  alongside  the  town's  boat 
ramp  adjoining  the  restaurant. 

The  Southern  Cherokees  indicated  that  they  will  be  seeking  some  federal 
compensation  for  the  "illegal  sale  of  tribal  lands  allotted  to  the 
Southern  Cherokees,"  but  wasn't  seeking  compensation  from  the  Cherokee 
Nation . 

However,  the  group's  statement  said,  it  hoped  to  "normalize  relations" 
with  the  Cherokee  Nation  "by  the  recognition  of  the  historic  treaty  rights, 
which,  the  group  said,  were  established  in  the  late  19th  century. 
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Resolution  would  end  tribal  sovereignty 

If  Indians  don't  like  it,  send  in  troops,  GOP  delegate  says 

http : //www. spokane .net/ covers/people/ staff . asp?ID=biol45 
Dulie  Titone  - 
Staff  writer 

The  Washington  state  Republican  Party  has  passed  a resolution  calling  for 
the  abolition  of  tribal  governments. 

"We  do  not  recognize  them  as  sovereign  nations,  as  governments,"  said 
3ohn  Fleming,  the  Skagit  County  delegate  who  was  a main  author  of  the 
resolution.  It  calls  on  the  federal  government  to  "immediately  take 
whatever  steps  necessary  to  terminate  all  such  non-republican  forms  of 
government  on  Indian  reservations . " 

"We  think  it  can  be  done  peacefully,"  Fleming  said.  But  if  tribes  were 
to  fight  the  effort,  "then  the  U.S.  Army  and  the  Air  Force  and  the  Marines 


and  the  National  Guard  are  going  to  have  to  battle  back." 

The  action  comes  at  a time  of  growing  discontent  over  reservation  rules 
that  affect  non-Indians,  ranging  from  hunting  privileges  to  liquor  sales. 
The  backlash  against  tribal  governments  has  become  so  strong  that  human- 
rights  activists  have  labeled  it  "racist." 

Tribal  leaders  call  the  GOP  resolution  outrageous  and  an  affront  to 
their  rights  under  treaties  signed  by  Congress. 

"It's  absolutely  the  reverse  of  what  Republican  principles  stand  for_  to 
protect  all  rights  and  to  uphold  the  integrity  and  honor  of  this  nation 
and  all  of  the  commitments  it  makes,"  said  Ron  Allen,  chairman  of  the 
Damestown  S'Klallam  Tribe. 

Allen  is  vice  president  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians.  A 
Republican,  he  was  surprised  to  hear  about  the  resolution  approved  Dune  17 
during  the  Republican  state  convention  in  Spokane. 

"The  Republican  Party  nationally  has  been  making  some  effort  to  improve 
its  image  with  regards  to  its  relationship  with  the  Indian  nations,"  Allen 
said.  "This  is  polarizing.  It's  the  opposite  of  what  they  should  be  doing. 

Beth  Densen,  chairwoman  of  the  GOP  platform  committee,  said  she  had  no 
idea  how  the  writers  of  the  resolution  intend  for  termination  to  be 
carried  out. 

Her  committee  sent  seven  resolutions  to  the  1,300  delegates  with  a "do 
pass"  recommendation.  Among  other  resolutions  were  ones  calling  on  the 
federal  government  to  preserve  hydropower  dams  and  to  drop  its  lawsuit 
against  Microsoft  Corp. 

Although  some  resolutions  were  heavily  debated,  the  one  dealing  with 
tribal  governments  was  barely  discussed,  Densen  said. 

"I  was  so  unfamiliar  with  the  issue  that  I wasn't  totally  focused  on 
what  the  debate  was.  It  seems  like  what  was  being  said  was,  there  were 
acts  by  the  tribal  governments  that  weren't  the  way  we  do  government  in 
America,"  she  said.  "A  couple  of  people  gave  examples  to  people  who  didn't 
have  a clue,  and  it  passed." 

The  committee  considered  29  resolutions  in  two  hours'  time,  she  said.  "I 
wish  we  had  the  luxury,  the  time  to  discuss  them." 

Fleming  lives  within  the  Swinomish  Reservation.  He  refers  to  tribal 
governments  as  "non-republican"  because  non-Indian  reservation  residents 
can't  vote  in  tribal  elections.  That  makes  them  illegal  under  the  U.S.  and 
state  constitutions,  he  contends. 

In  1994,  Fleming  began  trying  to  persuade  the  Republican  Party  in  Skagit 
County  to  pass  a resolution.  This  year  he  succeeded. 

"Out  of  250  delegates,  only  two  people  said  no.  They  were  tribal  members 
or  the  mother  of  tribal  members,"  he  said. 

The  Skagit  delegates  to  the  state  convention  championed  the  cause  in 
Spokane.  Now,  Fleming  wants  Washington's  delegates  to  work  the  idea  into 
the  national  GOP  platform. 

Supporters  of  the  cause  hope  that  a class  action  eventually  will  find 
its  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  and  that  the  court  then  would  rule 
tribal  governments  illegal. 

"The  key  to  this  is  making  people  aware,"  Fleming  said. 

Fleming  has  written  many  essays  attacking  tribal  sovereignty.  He  is 
active  in  regional  and  national  organizations  that  oppose  treaty  rights. 
Asked  if  he  is  anti-Indian,  he  replied:  "Oh  my  God,  no." 

The  Northwest  Coalition  for  Human  Dignity  has  concluded  that  efforts  to 
abolish  tribal  government  are  racist.  Coalition  researcher  Robert  Crawford 
called  the  GOP  resolution  "disturbing." 

"I  wouldn't  say  it's  a majority  view.  It's  in  line  with  the  hard  core  of 
anti-Indian  folks  within  the  party  such  as  (Sen.)  Slade  Gorton  and  (Rep.) 
Dack  Metcalf,"  he  said. 

Termination  was  the  focus  of  the  government's  Indian  policy  in  the  mid- 
20th  century,  he  noted. 

"In  the  1950s  and  '60s  we  rampantly  violated  the  rights  of  tribes," 
Crawford  said.  "We  can  do  better  than  this." 

The  resolution 
Terminate  tribal  councils 


Here  is  the  resolution  passed  at  the  Washington  state  Republican  Party 
convention  Dune  17: 

Whereas  Article  IV,  Section  4,  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  guarantees  every 
state  a republican  form  of  government,  and  this  guarantee  to  each  state  is 
a warrantee  to  protect  the  citizens  of  that  state;  and 

Whereas  the  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  currently  aiding  and 
abetting  Indian  tribes  to  regulate  and  collect  taxes,  injure  property 
rights,  withhold  due  process  and  grant  unequal  protection  under  the  laws 
to  some  citizens,  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  other  citizens;  and 

Whereas  these  same  Indian  tribes,  with  the  support  and  advice  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  organize  and  operate  tribal  governments  that  are 
not  republican  in  form,  and  in  fact  prohibit  certain  citizens  from  voting 
for  the  representatives  who  enact  such  measures  and  laws  and  injure  the 
citizens  being  denied  representation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of 
the  federal  government  immediately  take  whatever  steps  necessary  to 
terminate  all  such  non-republican  forms  of  government  on  Indian 
reservations,  and  compensate  those  citizens  who  have  wrongly  suffered  loss 
due  to  denial  of  their  constitutionally  guaranteed  rights  to  be  governed 
by  a republican  form  of  government. 
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Study:  Diet  changes  for  Indians  increase  threats  to  health 

c.  Duluth  News 

6/18/2000 

LAWRENCE,  Kan.  --  Radical  changes  in  American  Indian  diets  in  the  past 
150  years  play  a major  role  in  the  high  blood  pressure  and  diabetes  that 
threaten  the  Native  population  today,  says  a Leech  Lake,  Minn.,  woman 
involved  in  a university  food  study. 

"Our  tribal  college  is  involved  with  the  Woodlands  Wisdom  Consortium, 
that  is  six  tribal  colleges  and  the  University  of  Minnesota  that  have 
joined  together  to  look  at  bringing  indigenous  food  knowledge  in  a 
curriculum  based  on  change  of  a more  healthy  diet.  We  are  looking  at 
cardiovascular  disease  and  diabetes.  We  will  be  building  a curriculum  by 
getting  knowledge  from  the  community  to  see  what  our  foods  were  and  what 
they  should  be,"  Gina  Gabrielle  said. 

Indigenous  populations  all  had  their  own  specific  diets,  Gabrielle  said. 
By  going  back  to  natural  food  sources,  she  said,  she  believes  indigenous 
people  will  lose  their  dependency  on  pharmaceuticals  and  processed  foods. 

"What  I have  learned  and  what  I see  going  on,  is  there  is  such  a 
disparity  in  foods  that  have  been  created  and  artificially  processed  and 
how  that  makes  us  so  our  bodies  can't  absorb  the  foods  we  are  supposed  to 
eat,"  Gabrielle  said.  "It  is  all  maintaining  a balance.  The  healthier  we 
eat  and  the  more  balanced  our  body,  mind,  spirit,  is  the  better  the 
choices  we  will  make." 

Gabrielle  is  head  of  the  Department  of  Dustice  at  Leech  Lake  Tribal 
College.  She  holds  a doctorate  in  homeopathy  and  master's  degrees  in 
Oriental  medicines  and  criminal  justice. 

She  became  interested  in  homeopathic  medicine  several  years  ago  and, 
reflecting  on  drugs  like  Viagra  being  used  by  more  American  men,  Gabrielle 
spoke  of  a study  she  was  involved  in  a few  years  ago. 

"There  is  a biological  reason  this  is  happening  to  men  in  our  country. 

It  is  a basic  biomedical  imbalance  and  herbs  can  help  that." 

However,  Gabrielle  doesn't  advise  people  to  run  out  to  the  nearest 


health  food  store  and  start  buying  vitamins  and  herbs  indiscriminately. 

"Do  not  self  dose/'  she  cautioned. 

The  consortium  is  building  a Web  site  that  will  contain  information 
about  native  diets  and  healing  herbs. 
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Dear  Friends, 

The  Dune  26  and  27  gathering  at  Ogala,  marking  25  years  since  the  shoot- 
out occurred,  went  very  well  and  all  of  the  events  and  ceremonies  were 
heart  warming  and  positive.  There  were  many  generous  gifts  for  the 
giveaway  from  Peltier  supporters,  and  we  want  to  thank  everyone  who 
contributed  something.  Unfortunately,  the  FBI  responded  with  an 
invigorated  media  campaign  and  they  received  quite  a lot  of  press.  We  did 
receive  some  decent  press  of  our  own  in  the  main  stream  news,  including 
coverage  from  various  CNN,  ABC,  and  NBC  affiliates.  But,  it  is  crucial 
for  us  to  respond  to  the  FBI's  disinformation.  Below  is  a press  release 
and  a letter  to  FBI  director,  Louis  Freeh,  which  you  can  forward  to  your 
local  media.  Thank  you. 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  DULY  5,  2000 

Contact:The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  785-842-5774 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Challenges 
FBI  Director  Louis  Freeh  to  National  Debate 
Native  Americans  Call  For  Truth  and  Reconciliation 
FBI  Responds  With  Heightened  Attacks 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  is  challenging  FBI  director  Louis 
Freeh  to  a live,  national  televised  debate.  The  challenge  comes  in 
response  to  FBI  statements  made  on  Dune  26,  2000,  25  years  after  a fatal 
shoot-out  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  which  took  the  lives  of 
FBI  agents  Dack  Coler  and  Ron  Williams,  as  well  as  American  Indian 
Movement  (AIM)  member,  Doseph  Killsrigth  Stuntz.  AIM  activist,  Leonard 
Peltier  was  convicted  for  the  deaths  of  the  agents  in  the  most 
controversial  trial  in  Native  American  history,  and  the  FBI  has  gone  to 
unusual  lengths  to  discredit  a movement  who  believes  Peltier's  conviction 
was  the  result  of  government  misconduct.  Peltier's  attorney,  Dennifer 
Harbury  has  filed  an  ethics  complaint  with  Attorney  General  Danet  Reno, 
asking  for  a full  investigation  of  allegations  that  a number  of  FBI 
officials  made  intentionally  deceptive  and  inflammatory  statements 
regarding  the  Peltier  case,  with  the  objective  of  depriving  him  of  a full 
and  fair  consideration  of  his  requests  for  clemency  and/or  parole.  (For  a 
copy  of  complaint,  contact  the  LPDC  785-842-5774.) 

On  Dune  26,  2000  members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  local 
traditionalists  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  and  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee  gathered  at  the  location  of  the  shoot-out.  Also 
invited  were  the  families  of  the  fallen  agents.  Those  who  gathered 
participated  in  the  Wiping  of  the  Tears,  and  Releasing  of  the  Spirits 
ceremonies  for  those  who  lost  their  lives  that  day.  They  also  voiced 
their  desire  for  truth  and  reconciliation  in  order  to  bring  closure  to  the 
violent  incident  and  era.  Between  1973  and  1976  some  64  people  associated 
with  the  American  Indian  Movement  were  murdered  on  the  reservation, 
virtually  none  of  which  were  ever  investigated.  A petition  signed  by 
dozens  of  local  Pine  Ridge  residents  states,  "We  recognize  the  anguish  and 
grief  of  the  family  members  of  agents  Williams  and  Coler.  We  too  lost 
many  of  our  loved  ones  during  the  violent  years  surrounding  the  time  of 
the  shoot-out.  However,  we  strongly  protest  the  existing  double  standard, 
which  allows  the  ruthless  murders  of  our  family  members  to  remain  without 


investigation,  while  Mr.  Peltier  remains  behind  bars  after  24  years, 
despite  the  total  lack  of  evidence  against  him." 

The  FBI  met  their  call  with  an  embittered  media  campaign.  FBI  Director 
Louis  Freeh  released  a statement  to  the  press  opposing  Leonard  Peltier's 
release,  while  Chip  Burrus,  the  FBI's  special  agent  in  charge  of  Indian 
Country,  announced  that  they  would  be  opening  their  files  on  the  Peltier 
case.  He  also  referred  to  the  American  Indian  Movement  as  a "group  of 
burglars  and  thugs."  The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  calls  the 
FBI's  behavior  "purposely  deceiving  and  totally  unethical."  They  say  the 
FBI  continues  to  withhold  6000  documents  pertaining  to  the  Peltier  case 
for  reasons  of  "national  security".  12,000  documents  were  released  in 
1980.  They  contained  formerly  withheld  ballistics  evidence  that  forced  the 
US  prosecutor  to  admit,  "we  cannot  prove  who  shot  those  agents."  The  FBI, 
however,  will  not  be  opening  their  files  containing  the  6000  secret 
documents.  Instead  they  are  displaying  various  pieces  of  evidence 
presented  at  trial,  which  are  already  public.  Peltier  responded,  "we  can 
open  our  files  too,  we  can  provide  photographs  of  Grandma  and  Grandpa 
Dumping  Bull's  home,  full  of  bullet  holes.  We  can  provide  photos  of  Doe 
Killsrights  Stuntz,  also  killed  in  the  shoot-out,  but  with  no 
investigation.  We  can  provide  the  names  of  the  dozens  of  AIM  people 
murdered  who  the  FBI  never  bothered  to  investigate.  The  FBI  sanctioned 
this  violence,  but  now  they  are  saying  that  the  loss  of  two  white  men  was 
the  only  injustice  done  here.  We  are  not  asking  the  FBI  to  forget  their 
fallen.  What  we  want  is  fair  and  equal  treatment  under  the  law." 

Duly  5,  2000 

FBI  Director  Louis  D.  Freeh 
601  4th  Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20535-0002 

Dear  Mr.  Freeh, 

We  are  writing  in  response  to  your  Dune  26,  2000  statement  regarding 
the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier.  As  you  are  well  aware,  the  case  of  Leonard 
Peltier  has  long  been  a subject  of  considerable  controversy  and  debate. 

Even  today,  24  years  after  Mr.  Peltier's  conviction,  his  case  continues  to 
be  the  source  of  great  concern  to  many.  Clearly  we  both  feel  passionately 
enough  about  the  situation  to  find  it  necessary  to  voice  our  concerns 
publicly.  However,  many  have  pointed  out  that  there  continues  to  be  no 
common  ground  between  us.  Let  us  begin  to  communicate  in  a positive 
dialogue. 

As  advocates  for  Mr.  Peltier,  we  feel  very  confident  that  the 
information  we  provide  about  the  Peltier  case  is  completely  accurate.  We 
are  willing  to  stand  behind  and  document  each  and  every  argument  we  make 
as  to  why  Mr.  Peltier  should  be  free.  Because  your  sentiments  are  the 
opposite,  and  you  also  claim  to  be  in  the  right,  we  would  like  to  request 
that  you  join  us  in  a nationally  televised  live  debate.  Such  a debate 
would  provide  a public  forum  where  the  American  people  could  consider  all 
angles  of  the  story  and  come  to  their  own  conclusions.  The  case  of 
Leonard  Peltier  needs  to  be  resolved,  for  it  has  been  a controversy  for 
far  too  long.  However,  it  will  not  go  away  as  long  as  the  many  questions 
we  have  about  his  conviction  remain  unanswered  while  the  truth  is  obscured. 

Please  inform  us  as  to  your  willingness  to  join  us  in  such  a debate. 
Should  you  agree,  we  are  sure  that  there  will  be  plenty  of  interest  among 
television  networks  to  sponsor  a proper  forum  where  both  sides  could  be 
heard  fairly.  We  thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration.  We  can  be 
reached  by  fax  at:  785-842-5796. 

Sincerely, 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 


785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltien . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 
"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  12  Duly  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Dones,  Richard  Oscar 
#283-994 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/11/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Kendall,  Kelly  Eugene 

#279-849 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/9/61 


Lancaster,  Dason  Lee 
#315-149 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/25/74 


Lavender,  Donald 
#268-231 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  12/15/53 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  Danet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Dail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640299,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 


GIVING  BACK:  Duly  2000  I was  told,  "I  read  all  this  negativity,  see 
all  this  finger  pointing.  Where  is  the  accountability?  Where  does 
anyone  say,  '...and  this  is  what  I am  going  to  do  about  it.'?" 

--  This  section  is  dedicated  to  responses  to  that  question.  Please 
continue  to  share  your  gifts  of  giving,  email  me  at  gars@netcom.com 


"RE : Making  a Difference"  

Date:  Tue,  04  Dul  2000  23:33:39  -0500 

From:  Imakhu  Christina  Paul  <sekhmet@netins . net> 

Subj : Making  a Difference 

O'siyo  Gary: 

I read  your  challenge  in  the  most  recent  issue  of  Wotanging  Ikche.  I am 
writing  you  because  I want  you  to  know  that  some  of  us  do  care  enough  to 
do  something  to  make  a difference.  It  isn't  alot,  but  it's  what  I can  do. 

I am  1/4  Cherokee,  Im  unenrolled.  I dont  know  that  I can  be,  and  to  me 
it's  not  important  that  I am  or  not.  I've  always  spoke  up  for  First  Nations 
issues  and  tried  to  make  good  on  the  things  that  my  parents  and  grandparents 
taught  me  that  were  infused  with  the  traditional  values  of  our  people. 

I am  a consultant  for  the  internet,  mostly  telecommunications  and  web  based 
businesses.  I work  from  my  home.  About  nine  months  ago,  I met  through  one 
of  my  consulting  jobs,  a woman  who  is  part  Seneca,  she  was  attending  art 
college  in  Vermont.  A few  months  into  our  friendship,  she  lost  funding 
for  schooling.  She  is  a single  mother,  with  a son  who  is  my  own  son's  age  - 
the  ex  husband,  who  is  English,  living  in  London,  does  not  pay  child 
support  and  this  lady  had  no  car.  The  college  gave  her  a certain  amount  of 
time  where  which  she  would  finish  up  and  have  to  be  out  of  the  low  rent 
apartments  that  were  available  to  the  students.  My  friend  had  a job  that 
brought  in  400  dollars  a month  and  she  was  desperate.  I gave  her  my  word 
that  I would  keep  my  eye  out  and  circulate  her  name  for  web  design  jobs  and 
I did  so.  Then  the  perfect  opportunity  came  up.  It  was  with  a company  that 
a woman  from  my  church  was  a part  of.  It  was  perfect ...  except  for  one 
thing  in  the  mind  of  the  woman  doing  the  hiring  - my  friend  wasnt  a member 
of  our  church. 

"Hire  her  anyway.  She  has  every  qualification  that  you  need  and  then  some." 

I said 

"I  can't!  Im  doing  this  to  help  our  people!  Alot  of  THEM  need  jobs!" 

"You  are  paying  me  this  amount  of  money.  Give  her  half  my  salary.  Im 
already  making  enough  to  support  myself" 

"Are  you  NUTS?!  Why  would  you  do  this?!" 

"Because  she  needs  help,  she  is  a single  mom,  she  asked  me  and  I gave  my 
word  - and  to  be  blunt,  she  is  considered  a part  of  MY  People.  Could  you 
look  someone  in  the  eye  and  say  you  cannot ... .WILL  NOT  help  them  because 
they  are  not  from  your  church?  Or  the  right  skin  color?  Could  you  let 
someone  you  call  a friend  get  thrown  into  the  street?" 

"But  its  not  YOUR  problem!" 

"Pay  her  half  my  salary  as  I asked  you  to.  I work  the  same  hours, 
besides,  you  get  an  extra  employee  - and  a damned  good  one  in  the 
bargain....  or  do  I need  to  tender  my  resignation  effective  immediately?" 

I meant  it.  I would  have  walked  away  from  an  extra  $2500  a month 
consulting  job  for  a sister  in  trouble.  The  woman  from  my  church  finally 
relented.  I am  happy  to  say  my  friend  and  her  son  got  home  just  this  past 
week  to  her  family  that  is  living  in  the  Bay  Area  (her  mom  and  her 
sisters).  I'm  not  saying  what  I did  was  special  by  any  stretch  of  the 
imagination.  Its  not  much... but  I had  to  make  sure  someone  I knew  and  her 
son  didnt  suffer  homelessness  and  she  could  at  least  get  home  again.  My 
friend  has  turned  out  to  be  the  best  employee  on  the  project  and  a valuable 


asset.  All  anyone  needs  is  a hand... not  necessarily  a hand  out.  I knew 
that  if  given  a shot,  my  friend  would  do  great... and  she  has. 

Anyway,  thats  my  two  cents. 

Sincerely, 

Chrisitna  Paul 

"RE : Honoring  All  People"  

Date:  Wed,  05  Dul  2000  22:01:19  -0700 

From:  "Monica  Young"  <sunrisegirl@mailcity.com> 

Subj : Honoring  All  People 

BoZhoo  Gary  Night  Owl, 

In  your  latest  Wotanging  Ikche  you  asked  for  us  to  share  with  you  ways  we 
are  helping  "fight  the  negativity";  we  are  honored  to  share  with  you-- 
Miigwetch ! 

As  my  husband  & I are  now  living  off  our  Reserve  for  financial  & 
immigration  reasons,  we  do  our  best  to  walk  the  Red  Road  in  the  way  of  his 
Anishnaabe  people  out  here  in  "non-Native"  land.  Whenever  people- -Native 
and  non-Native- -ask  us  about  our  traditional  Anishnaabe  ways  we  respect 
and  honor  them  by  sharing  in  a kind  & gentle  way.  We  were  married  in  a 
traditional  ceremony  & all  our  friends  & relations  were  invited  to  attend 
& see  our  ways. 

We  view  our  love  as  the  embodiment  of  the  Seventh  Fire  Prophecy  of  First 
Nations  people  coming  together  with  non-Native  people  to  ensure  the 
healing  of  our  Earth  Mother,  as  well  as  ourselves.  We  try  to  carry  all  we 
have  in  a kind,  gentle,  and  peaceful  way  for  others  to  learn  & share  with 
us . 

Currently,  as  we  are  more  secure  financially  than  our  relations,  we 
choose  to  honor  them  by  sharing  our  bounty,  so  they  may  live  without 
terrible  financial  burden  or  strain.  Mom  needs  to  visit  our  sister  who 
lives  a long  ways  away.  She  is  having  a hard  time  with  the  death  of  our 
nephew,  so  we  are  helping  Mom  take  this  trip.  Once  we  return  to  our 

Reserve  we  plan  to  re-learn  more  of  the  traditional  ways  carried  in  honor 

by  our  elders  & share  them  with  anyone,  regardless  of  color,  who  comes  to 

learn.  We  also  would  like  to  work  with  children.  Native  & non-Native,  to 

help  them  learn  to  respect  their  differences,  but  walk  peacefully  in  a 
kind  & gentle  respectful  way  with  one  another. 

We  daily  thank  our  Creator  for  our  life  and  our  love!  And  with  honor  we 
pray  that  you  & Danet  a very  safe  journey  as  you  travel  the  Red  Road! 
Miigwetch, 

Sunrise  & Raven 

"RE;  The  Question  You  Pose"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Dul  2000  02:21:51  EDT 

From:  WEagle667@aol.com 

Subj:  Re:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.028 

6 Duly  2000 

Dear  Gary  Night  Owl, 

In  reply  to  the  question  you  pose  ...I,  myself,  have  much  to  learn 
still... I am  working  on  me  ...I  do  the  following  as  much  as  humanly 
possible...  accept  others  and  love  others  unconditionally.  Pray  in  a good 
way  for  others  and  give  thanks  for  all  and  all  things  ...  I try  as  much  as 
humanly  possible  to  live  and  walk  in  a good  way ... .giving  back  when  and 
where  I can  ...spend  time  with  Mother  Earth  and  all  our  relations  as  well 

as  my  family  to  me  these  things  along  with  always  showing  and  giving 

respect  to  all  help  in  a positive  way  the  whole. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  sit  and 
ask  myself,  "what  do  i do  that  is  positive."  . 


Much  Peace,  Light  and  Direction  on  the  Path  you  walk. 
WE 


"RE : Not  to  Point  Fingers"  - — 

Date:  Wed,  5 Dul  2000  21:39:27  EDT 

From:  SkyLoom@aol.com 

Subj : Not  to  Point  Fingers... 

Thank  you  for  giving  all  of  your  readers  the  opportunity  to  find  out  about 
the  good  things  that  are  happening  to  help  heal  the  world.  Perhaps  we  can 
get  ideas  from  one  another  of  more  that  we  could  easily  do. 

I sponsor  a child  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  by  sending  him  clothes, 
school  supplies,  toys,  little  gifts,  and  letters.  Fie  writes  back  to  me  and 
sometimes  we  talk  on  the  phone.  This  sponsorship  has  so  much  enriched  my 
life...  I thought  I was  starting  to  sponsor  a child  to  help  him,  but  it  has 
helped  me  and  made  me  happier  than  I would  ever  have  imagined.  I've  attached 
Iordan's  photo,  so  you  can  see  his  million  dollar  smile!  This  sponsorship 
program  is  organized  by  Dohn  and  Sharen  Sun  Eagle,  who  live  on  the  Mattaponi 
Reservation  in  Virginia,  <http://www.spirit-rising.org> 

Also,  a group  of  us  here  in  Delaware  who  like  to  knit  and  crochet  (and 
have  gifted  our  families  with  more  of  our  needlework  than  they  probably 
really  need!)  have  started  making  baby  afghans  for  the  babies  on  the  Pine 
Ridge.  It's  fun  to  do  for  relaxation  in  the  evening  or  while  you  have  to 
wait  for  a dentist  appointment,  etc.,  and  when  we  get  a boxful,  off  they  go! 
Sometimes  we  get  a few  from  the  senior  centers  also.  The  grandmothers 
really  like  the  idea  of  doing  something  special  for  the  babies! 

<http : //hometown . aol . com/ sky loom/ need leworkers . html> 

Again,  thank  you  so  much  for  helping  all  of  us  to  share.  I'm  looking  forward 
to  reading  about  what  others  are  doing,  and  I'm  sure  I'll  get  some  more  good 
ideas ! 

Since  I am  not  Indian,  I'd  especially  like  to  know  what  the  Indians 
themselves  need  for  us  to  do  that  will  be  helpful. 

"RE;  what  Creator  Flas  Flelped  Me  to  Do"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Dul  2000  11:53:19  -0700 
From:  IMBURGIA  <imburgia@whidbey . com> 

Subj:  Boozhoo  Niigii  Gary  and  Danet! 

You  asked  what  we,  your  readers  are  doing  for  the  People.  Well,  in  a 
humble  spirit  I'd  like  to  share  a little  of  what  Creator  has  helped  me  to 
do.  I wrote  a book... and  felt  the  normal  10%  donation  from  each  book  was 
not  enough... so  decided  to  give  20%  of  the  sale  of  each  book  to  The  Adopt 
a Grandparent  Program.  Before  that,  I gave  the  donations  to  other  worthy 
Indian  causes.  In  this  way  I can  help  the  Elders  to  eat  and  be  warm 
through  the  cold  winters. 

I also  adopted  a Grandma  through  that  program  about  14  years  ago... and 
it  is  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  my  life!  We  still  correspond 
regularly  and  I've  been  able  to  visit  her  twice  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  We  keep  letters  and  phone  calls  flying!  I 
love  to  spoil  her! 

Then,  through  much  prayer  and  soul  searching,  my  Husband  and  I decided 
to  go  into  Foster  Care  as  a culturally  acceptable  home  for  American  Indian 
girls.  We  should  have  two  Foster  Daughters  by  fall  of  this  year!  We  have 
already  done  some  respite  care.  What  we  will  be  involved  in  is  Theraputic 
Foster  Care... so  that  means  children  who  have  some  disability  and/or 
behavior  issues.  We  pray  we  can  provide  a loving  and  nurturing  environment 
for  "Our  Girls!"  Prayers  from  others  are  welcomed! 

Of  course,  I write  to  and  support  Leonard  Peltier  and  pray  for  his 
release.  I dance  traditional  in  local  Powwows  and  hope  to  teach  "Our 
Girls"  to  do  the  same  if  they  wish.  I also  support  local  Indian  artists 
who  do  beadwork  and/or  silver  and  tourquoise  jewelry.  I have  one  woman  I 
call  my  "Beading  Angel"  who  makes  beautiful  beaded  earrings  and  takes 
orders  for  color  and  design.  I get  quality  gifts  for  family  and  friends  at 
a fair  price... and  help  this  wonderfully  talented  woman  make  ends  meet! 


She  has  been  really  blessed  by  orders  from  many  of  my  friends! 

A Navajo  jeweler  I met  at  the  Penncove  Water  Festival  has  agreed  to  make 
our  30th  wedding  anniversary  wedding  bands.  Our  old  gold  ones  got  all  worn 
out.  Especially  my  hubbys!  So,  we  hired  him  to  design  and  make  our  next 
bands  of  silver  and  tourquoise!  I invited  his  whole  family  over  for  dinner 
and  had  a good  friend  over  who  also  ordered  some  jewelry  made!  We  had  a 
great  time!  His  name  is  Thurman  Woods. 

I try  to  order  Indian  music  from  people  I know.  My  "Hunka"  Cousin,  Doe 
FireCrow,  plays  a beautiful  cedar  flute  and  makes  CDs  he  sells.  He  also 
makes  magnificent  flutes.  He  made  mine! 

I teach  Native  American  Studies  to  children  in  schools  and  in  boyscouts. 
This  is  voluntary. 

These  are  just  a few  ideas  anyone  could  do.  My  life  has  been  so  blessed 
by  investing  in  my  extended  family!  I try  to  buy  Indian  made  items 
whenever  I can.  In  this  way  we  can  support  each  other. 

At  Powwows  or  Ceremonies,  I am  eager  to  participate ...  and  always  do  when 
asked.  It  is  a great  honor. 

Of  course,  "HUNKA"... or  chosen  family  is  my  biggest  blessing  next  to  my 
own  Family!  My  Grandmother,  My  Brother,  My  Cousins ...  all  have  given  more 
to  me  than  I could  ever  give.  The  way  they  love  me  makes  my  heart  full. 
They  honor  me.  I love  them  so  much! 

I am  Thankful  to  be  able  to  give  wherever  and  whenever  I can.  We  recieve 
more  joy  from  giving  than  from  recieving. . .that  is  for  sure! 

Walk  in  Beauty ... Spiritdove  ~v~ 

http : //www. geocities . com/Heartland/4885/ 


I thank  each  of  you,  for  sharing  these  stories  of  GIVING  BACK! 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Thu,  06  Dul  2000  08:48:48  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Duly  6,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

[Note  from  Barb  Landis:  This  week's  HELPER  is  out  of  sequence  in  order 
to  bring  the  holiday  issue  from  a hundred  years  ago.  This  was  the  last 
HELPER  published  by  the  Carlisle  Indian  School.  After  this  issue, 
publication  went  to  a combined  version  of  the  weekly  HELPER  and  monthly 
RED  MAN,  with  the  new  name  of  THE  RED  MAN  AND  HELPER.  Next  week  I plan 
to  backtrack  and  transcribe  the  May  18th  INDIAN  HELPER,  continuing 
weekly  through  the  Dune  29th  issue.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 
~%A%~ 

A WEEKLY  LETTER 
-FROM  THE- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


VOL.  XV.  FRIDAY,  Duly  6,  1900  NUMBER  36. 


FT.  SHAW  TO  THE  FRONT. 


SAID  the  duck,  "I  call  it  funj 
For  I have  my  little  red  rubbers  on. 

They  make  a cunning  thrree-toed  track 
In  the  soft,  cool  mud.  Quack!  Quack!" 

"I  hope  'twill  pour!  I hope  'twill  pour?" 
Purred  the  tree-toad  at  his  gray  bark  door, 
"For  with  a broad  leaf  for  a roof. 


I am  perfectly  water-proof." 

Says  the  brook,  "I  laughed  at  every  drop 
And  I wish  they  never  need  to  stop 
Till  a big,  big  river  I grew  to  be. 

And  could  find  my  way  to  the  sea." 

-Our  Little  Ones. 


We'd  like  some  rain  at  the  Carlisle  School, 
We  haven't  enough  to  keep  us  cool. 

Some  grass  is  dying  and  some  is  dead. 

It  only  needs  rain  to  pour  on  its  head. 
M.O.T.B.S. 


FT.  SHAW  TO  THE  FRONT. 


We  see  by  the  Great  Falls  Tribue,  Montana,  that  a fine  performance  was 
given  recently  at  the  Grand  Opera  House,  by  the  pupils  of  the  Ft.  Shaw 
Government  School  for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers'  monument  fund.  It  is 
said  that  there  had  never  before  been  a more  thoroughly  pleased  audience 
in  the  Opera  House,  and  that  the  work  of  the  students  reflected  great 
credit  upon  the  school  and  its  management.  Chauncey  Yellowrobe,  a 
graduate  of  our  school,  ('95)  appears  to  have  made  a hit.  His  remarks 
were  earnest  and  forcibly  delivered,  says  the  Tribune,  and  the  whole 
audience  frequently  applauded  his  expressions.  He  made  a plea  for 
non-reservation  schools  for  the  Indians.  He  eloquently  urged  that  the 
Indians  are  anxious  for  communication  with  the  whites  and  for 
citizenship,  and  modestly  cited  himself  as  an  instance  of  what  the 
non-reservation  schools  may  accomplish.  "Five  years  ago  I left 
Carlisle,"  he  said,  "and  I am  still  on  the  warpath  toward 
civilization."  The  audience  heartily  approved  his  suggestions,  having 
abundant  evidence  of  what  one  non-reservation  school  had  done. 

AN  INDIAN  GIRL'S  DIPLOMACY 


She  was  anxious  to  go  to  the  country. 

On  asking  those  in  authority  in  the  Academic  Department  she  was  denied 
on  the  plea  that  she  was  a Dunior,  and  those  in  the  higher  grades  who 
have  had  country  experience,  unless  it  is  thought  that  a change  is 
needed  for  health's  sake,  are  held  in  school  later  than  the  lower  grade 
pupils . 

She  asked  the  matron  who  also  encouraged  her  to  remain  at  the  school. 

She  then  saw  the  superintendent  of  the  outing  and  stated  her  case. 

Here  she  was  met  with  good  reasons  for  not  granting  the  permission. 

At  last  in  despair  she  went  to  Major  Pratt  and  said: 

"I  have  asked  every  body  but  President  McKinley  but  I will  not  give  up 
till  I ask  him. " 

She  was  allowed  to  go. 


THE  HELPER  IS  CARLISLE  CONDENSED. 


Jacob  Horne,  '00,  who  is  in  a country  home  near  Brownsburg,  Pa., 
believes  that  "Every  student  and  ex-student;  yes,  every  Indian  in  the 
land  should  read  the  HELPER,  also  the  Red  Man,  that  they  may  keep  in 
touch  with  the  good  influences  of  the  Carlisle  school.  In  fact,  the 
HELPER  IS  the  Carlisle  School  condensed  and  sent  out  through  the  mails 
in  the  form  of  a letter;  and  through  the  reading  and  studying  of  the 
ideal  principles  it  advocates  can  we  bring  them  to  reality. 
Furthermore,  I believe  it  directs  us  to  the  best  and  only  path  to 
citizenship  and  uselfulness . " 


A new  building  has  recently  been  erected  by  the  Government  at  Sacaton, 
Arizona,  and  from  the  Arizona  Republican,  published  at  Phoenix,  we  see 
that  there  were  impressive  "dedicatory"  exercises,  the  speakers  being 
Agent  Ellwood  Hadley,  Superintendent  D.D.  McArthur,  Chief  Antonio  Azul, 


called  the  Solon  of  the  plains,  and  others.  There  was  also  a letter  from 
Governor  Murphy  experessing  his  interest  and  well  wishes. 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE-- 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price:  --  10  Cents  per  Year 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


By  the  program  for  the  closing  exercises  of  Flandreau  Indian  School 
just  received,  they  had  a pleasant  time.  This  is  one  of  South  Dakota's 
best  schools. 

John  Bakeless  would  not  care  how  much  people  CELEBRATE  the  Fourth,  if 
they  only  did  not  make  so  much  noise.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand 
sympathizes  deeply  with  Master  John,  and  "there  are  others." 

Miss  Lida  C.  Sabin  of  Lebanon,  Ohio,  reported  to  Major  Pratt  last 
Monday  morning  for  duty  as  assistant  matron.  Miss  Sabin  was  at  one  time 
matron  in  the  Moqui  Indian  Industrial  School  in  Keam's  Canyon,  Arizona. 

Miss  Minnie  Finley,  who  is  in  the  Government  school  service  in  Kansas, 
since  her  graduation  in  '99,  stopped  off  a day  this  week  at  Carlisle,  on 
her  way  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  attend  the  Indian  Teachers' 
Institute . 

Myron  Moses,  Eugene  Warren,  and  John  Kimbel  are  at  Northfield, 
Massachusetts  as  delegates  from  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
this  school.  We  heard  it  whispered  that  their  baggage  missed  connection 
in  New  York  City,  which  led  to  some  happy  experiences  on  the  part  of  the 
one  detailed  to  remain  in  the  metropolis  overnight  to  see  it,  and  to 
some  inconvenience  to  those  who  went  on,  for  when  boy  and  baggage 
arrived  next  day  the  camping  party,  having  selected  a location  were 
sitting  under  trees,  gazing  at  each  other  in  HUNGRY  anxiety,  for  all 
their  provisions  were  with  the  detained  baggage.  They  will  remember  to 
get  through  checks  next  time,  possibly. 

Fifty  six  boys  and  eighteen  girls  from  Lincoln  Institution  and 
Education  Home,  Philadelphia,  arrived  last  Thursday,  to  enter  our  school 
as  students.  They  were  accompanied  by  Supt.  Chas.  Ebener  and  teacher 
Miss  Rendell. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Norcross,  her  friend  Miss  Louther  of  Dubuque,  Iowa, 

Miss  Elizabeth  Hench  and  her  little  nephew.  Lion  Gardner,  were  guests  of 
Miss  Pratt  at  dinner,  at  the  races,  and  at  the  fire  works,  on  the 
evening  of  the  Fourth. 

Miss  Reel,  Superintendent  of  United  States  Indian  Schools,  has  gone  to 
Charleston  to  take  charge  of  the  Indian  Institute.  Her  visit  with  us 
seemed  very  short,  as  the  time  was  broken  by  trips  to  Philadelphia  and 
New  York.  We  trust  she  will  come  back  soon  again. 

After  the  campus  pickers  went  over  the  grounds  yesterday  morning  you 
would  scarcely  believe  there  had  been  a Fourth  of  Duly  celebration  the 
night  before,  so  clean  did  the  parade  look.  There  were  a score  or  more 
of  the  little  boys  and  they  filled  several  wheelbarrows  with  litter. 


The  friends  and  co-workers  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denison  Wheelock,  presented 
them  with  silver  spoons,  forks  and  knives,  on  the  eve  of  their 
departure.  Mrs.  Cook  made  the  presentation  speech  in  the  following 
unique  rhyme  of  her  own: 

To  lose  you  both  your  friends  are  loth. 

You've  been  here  many  moons; 

So,  lest  you  should  forget  us  all. 

We  give  you  silver  spoons. 

To  pitch  his  hay  in  piles  that  pay. 

The  farmer  daily  works; 

To  help  you  pile  up  life's  good  things. 

We  give  you  silver  forks. 

Because  the  knot  you  choose  to  cut 
That  binds  you  to  our  lives. 

And  that  it  may  good  fortune  bring. 

We  give  you  silver  knives. 

The  racers  on  the  evening  of  the  Fourth  made  much  merriment.  To  see 
boys  side  by  side  with  legs  tied  together,  all  running  to  make  a certain 
point,  is  enough  to  bring  out  loud  laughter,  but  the  funnieest  sight  is 
when  the  racers  are  tied  into  coffee  sacks  or  meal  bags  from  neck  to 
feet.  The  wingless  creatures  as  they  jumped  toward  the  goal  and  tumbled 
or  rolled  on  the  way  were  greeted  with  shouts  of  hearty  laughter  that 
shook  the  entire  school  from  diaphragm  to  throat.  Two  of  the  athletes 
turned  somersualts  on  reaching  goal,  and  that  amazed  those  who  saw  the 
difficult  feat.  There  were  wheel-barrow  racing,  blind-folded,  and  the 
carrying  of  small  heaps  of  potatoes,  one  at  a time  in  teaspoons,  and 
straight  foot-racing.  THe  fire-works  which  followed  were  ordinary,  but 
enjoyable  to  all. 
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The  Fourth  was  a hot  one. 

A fine  shower  cooled  the  air. 

Boom-it-ee-bang-bang  all  day. 

The  crackers  get  louder  every  year. 

Rachel  Washington  came  in  from  Alterton  for  the  Fourth. 

Miss  Miller  and  Mrs.  Canfield  spent  the  afternoon  at  Newville. 

Isabel  Young  is  learning  the  Livingston  system  of  dress  cutting. 

Maude  Sampson  of  Umatilla,  Oregon  joined  our  school  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Shelly,  tailor,  resigned  and  has  taken  his  family  to  other  parts. 

Mrs.  Lininer  of  the  sewing  department  is  away  on  her  annual  leave. 

Miss  Cutter  will  go  to  Cold  Spring  Harbor  L.I.,  again  this  year  to 
summer  school. 

Miss  Roberts,  of  South  Dakota,  arrived  on  Saturday  to  be  one  of  the 
teachers . 

The  place  is  rather  quiet  after  the  Fourth  is  over  and  so  many  lively 
teachers  gone. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Pauli  is  spending  a few  quite  weeks  at  the  near  farm 
with  the  Bennetts. 

Watermelon  days  have  come  but  it  is  well  to  be  frugally  festive  with 
the  pioneer  fruit. 

Miss  Forster  will  attend  the  Martha's  Vineyard  School.  She  left 
Saturday  for  Harrisburg. 

Mrs.  DeLoss  was  on  the  sick  list  for  a day  or  two  in  the  hospital,  but 
is  up  again  and  on  duty. 

All  the  small  girls  of  the  school  have  been  placed  in  the  darning 
class  and  are  doing  nicely. 

Miss  Clara  Smith  has  gone  to  her  home  in  Erie,  Pa.  and  will  attend 
summer  school  at  Chautauqua. 

Mr.  Weber  and  family  are  in  Reading  a few  days,  visiting  friends  and 
relatives  of  their  former  home. 

Miss  McIntyre  has  gone  to  her  Indianapolis  home,  and  will  attend 
school  during  the  summer,  near  there. 


Miss  Botsford,  who  has  been  visiting  the  school  for  a few  days,  has 
gone  to  her  sisters  in  Connecticut  for  a time. 

Miss  Roberts  took  thirteen  of  our  girls  to  a lawn  fete  given  by  the 
Methodist  church  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Fourth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  have  gone  to  their  New  York  State  home  for  a 
vacation,  returning  in  time  to  start  the  football  practice  before  the 
first  game  in  the  Fall. 

Sunday  evening  service  on  the  campus  was  a treat. 

Misses  Marion  and  Roxana  Pratt,  of  Steelton  are  Fourth  of  Duly  guests 
at  the  Major's. 

Printer  Fred  Tibbetts  is  spending  a few  days  with  his  sister.  Miss 
Zenia  Tibbetts  at  Downington  Pa. 

Miss  Emma  Veale,  daughter  of  the  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Vineland  New  Dersey  Training  School,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Miller,  on 
Sunday. 

Miss  Carter  left  on  Monday  for  Massachusetts.  She  intends  spending 
most  of  her  vacation  among  the  charming  Berkshire  hills. 

Professor  Bakeless  is  in  attendance  upon  the  National  Education 
Association  and  Indian  Teachers'  Institute,  Charleston,  S.C. 

Mr.  Elmer  Simon  will  spend  a part  of  his  vacation  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  second  Alma  Mater  - the  Indian  Normal,  this  State. 

As  some  of  the  little  folks  had  never  before  seen  fire  works  the 
pyrotechnic  display  on  Wednesday  evening  was  a great  revelation  to  them. 

Miss  Reasoner,  who  has  been  visiting  her  aunt  Mrs.  Given  for  a few 
days,  left  on  Monday  to  visit  her  sister,  Mrs.  Burns,  at  Wilmington. 

Yesterday,  Mrs.  Cook  and  son  Flobart  took  their  departure  for 
Wallingford,  Conn.  Mrs.  Cook  will  attend  the  Martha's  Vineyard  summer 
school . 

Maud  Snyder  who  is  having  a siege  with  her  eyes  is  helping  the 
printers  this  week  with  folding,  and  other  duties  not  requiring  close 
looking. 

Harold  Parker  has  gone  home,  to  Kiowa  and  Comanche  Agency,  Oklahoma, 
for  the  summer.  He  is  the  son  of  Quanah  Parker  of  Southwestern  repute. 

Misses  Wood,  Senseny,  Newcomer,  Dones  and  Stewart  have  gone  to  Chicago 
to  attend  the  great  Cook  County  School,  each  taking  a special  line  of 
study. 

Willie  Paul,  who  went  to  a country  home  a few  weeks  ago,  fell  from  a 
cherry  tree  and  broke  his  arm  the  other  day.  He  has  returned  to  the 
school  and  will  soon  recover  no  doubt,  as  every  attention  will  be  given 
him. 

A party  consisting  of  ten  boys  from  the  school  went  to  Boiling  Springs 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  Fourth  for  a trolley  ride,  and  on  their  return 
were  caught  in  a rain  storm  about  half  way.  There  being  no  power  they 
had  to  remain  in  the  car  during  the  storm,  but  fortunately  did  not  get 
wet,  returning  in  time  to  attend  the  Lawn  Social  on  the  Dickinson 
College  Campus. 
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MAKES  BUSY  TIMES. 


The  changing  around  of  a hundred  or  two  pupils  within  a few  days  makes 
busy  times  for  some.  Mr.  Kensler  knows  what  it  is  to  meet  the  trains  at 
all  hours  and  arrange  for  baggage,  the  matrons  and  disciplinarians  are 
kept  on  the  jump  to  see  that  each  student  gets  her  or  his  belongings 
packed  in  good  shape;  then  there  is  the  individual  lunch  basket  which 
the  people  of  the  culinary  department  have  to  see  specially  after,  and 
when  the  transfer  is  from  school  to  country  or  vice  versa.  Miss  Ely  and 
her  force  have  to  make  the  business  arrangements  with  tickets  and 
checks,  often  handling  hundreds  at  a time.  Mr.  Miller,  students' 
cashier,  has  the  bank  accounts  to  balance  and  cash  to  give  to  pupils, 
and  all  to  be  looked  after  in  more  or  less  detail  by  Mr.  Standing,  while 
Major  Pratt  keeps  his  eye  over  the  general  proceedings. 


A Satisfaction. 

In  reading  the  news  from  the  field  as  published  in  papers  printed  on 


on  near  Indian  reservations  we  frequently  see  allusions  to  some  of  our 
returned  students,  and  such  items  are  read  with  a degree  of 
satisfaction.  For  instance  when  we  see  that  Louis  Bighorse  had  some 
horses  stolen,  and  that  Embry  Gibson  went  off  to  a near  town  to  witness 
a game  of  ball,  as  this  week's  Osage  Journal  records,  the  items  in 
themselves  are  not  so  much  but  by  them  we  see  that  the  ex-pupils 
mentioned  are  among  the  living,  and  that  is  a satisfaction  to  their 
friends . 


Odd  Names. 

Saucy  Chief  and  Bacon  Rind  are  candidates  for  chief  and  assistant 
chief  for  the  Osages.  The  Journal  says  that  Mepahwatianpah  presented  the 
name  of  Mashaketak.  The  Indians  down  in  that  quarter  seem  to  have  as 
euphonius  names  as  some  of  the  white  people  in  this  section  - 
Dinkinfinger , etc.,  for  instance. 


The  reason  why  so  many  young  men  do  not  succeed  in  life  is  because 
they  do  not  shin  up  the  tree  from  the  bottom.  They  want  to  step  out  of 
a window  in  a house  some  one  else  has  built  into  the  topmost  branches. 
Some  are  able  to  do  this,  but  they  are  usually  shaken  off  by  the  first 
gale,  and  thereafter  on  the  ground.  -[Haskell  Leader,  Kans. 


Julia  Elmore  Dineen,  of  California,  who  graduated  in  '96,  says  the 
HELPER  seems  truly  a letter  from  all  her  friends  at  Carlisle,  and  she 
must  have  it. 


Miss  Ely  Not  Blind. 

What  boy  was  it  who  thought  Miss  Ely  was  blind,  because  he  went  into 
her  office  the  other  day  with  his  hat  on  to  see  about  getting  a farm 
home,  she  asking  him  twice;  "Where  is  your  hat?"  and  it  was  on  his  head 
all  the  time. 


ONE  OF  OUR  BOYS:  Frank  Steele,  who  has  been  attending  the  university 
at  Notre  Dame,  Ind.,  during  the  past  year,  returned  home  last  Saturday 
night,  and  has  spent  the  week  in  town  with  friends.  Frank  has  made  an 
enviable  reputation  in  athletics  this  year  and  expects  to  return  to 
school  in  the  fall. 

-[Osage  Journal. 


At  Phoenix  there  is  a pupil  in  fourth  Grade  whose  name  is  Coochmoienum 
Massavenia.  Rather  unpronounceable,  and  the  Man-on-the-band-stand 
cannot  tell  whether  the  pupil  is  a boy  or  girl;  but  he  or  she  writes  a 
good  letter. 


A prosperous  Delaware  Indian  who  owns  property  in  Washington,  D.C., 
and  lives  well,  while  looking  after  the  legislative  interests  of  the 
Indians  besides  being  quite  a poet  and  writer,  is  Mr.  Richard  Adams. 


The  persons  who  is  willing  to  break  a lot  of  branches  from  a good 
cherry  tree  and  thus  ruin  the  tree  just  for  a few  cherries  is  selfish. 
Yes,  that  is  too  kindly  a name  to  call  such  an  individual. 


By  business  postal  card  ordering  change  of  address  we  note  that  our 
former  teacher  Miss  Lampson  has  gone  to  Saymore,  Wisconsin,  from 
Pojuaque,  New  Mexico. 


I've  always  noticed  great  success 
Is  mixed  with  trouble  more  or  less. 

And  it's  the  man  who  does  his  best 
That  gets  more  kicks  than  all  the  rest. 

-JAMES  WHITCOMB  RILEY. 


The  Government  school  and  the  St.  Louis  school  at  Pawhuska  each  gave 
pleasing  programs  to  close  the  year. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  12  letters. 

If  we  do  4,  3,  8,  2,  6 we  are  never  sorry,  and  if  we  are  too  2,  10, 
11,  1,  7 we  are  apt  not  to  do  my  first.  When  the  M.O.T.B.S.  sees  some 
one  not  trying  to  do  my  first,  it  5,  1,  3,  9,  12  his  blood  while  my 
whole  makes  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  sorry  to  see. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEKS  ENIGMA:  -Fourth  of  Duly. 

"RE : What  did  you  do  for  the  Fourth"  

Date:  Tue,  04  Dul  2000  03:09:11  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Subj : What  did  you  do  for  the  Fourth? 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

What  did  you  do  for  the  Fourth? 

Oh,  I had  to  chase  my  mother  home? 

She  was  in  Standing  Rock  when  I found  her  at  that  casino  there. 

How  far  away  is  it,  anyway? 

About  14  hours  from  here. 

Dust  kidding,  I just  followed  her  back  from  there,  we  visited  my 
Grandma  in  Wolf point. 

When  did  you  get  back,  last  night. 

Did  you  go  to  the  Pow  Wow? 

Yeah,  my  wife  and  son,  we  all  went  over  there 
How  was  it? 

Pretty  good,  I got  a chance  to  rock  and  roll  there. 

What? 

Yeah,  we  went  and  the  dancers  were  out  there  so  they  had  an  intertribal 
and  I went  for  it. 

Shawn  Thundershield  is  his  name;  he's  about  26  I guess  now.  I met  him  a 
few  years  ago.  He  married  a girl  from  this  rez  and  she  is  usually  with 
him  and  his  son  is  about  five  I guess  now  is  name  is  Ronnie. 

His  Mom  was  raised  up  around  Wolfpoint,  since  her  own  Mom  and  sisters 
live  there  now.  They  have  been  down  her  on  the  Navajo  rez  for  sometime. 
She  married  a man  from  here  and  he  adopted  all  her  six  kids,  Shawn  was 
one  of  them. 

When  he  was  young  he  sure  was  a wild  one,  liked  to  hit  the  Pow  Wow 
circuit  and  danced  pretty  good  as  a fancy  dancer.  He  has  one  of  those 
long  bodies  made  for  fancy  dancing,  that  move  with  ease  and  flow  with 
the  feathers.  Some  say  he  has  children  on  different  reservations,  and 
this  is  probably  true  I guess.  I didn't  know  him  during  the  wild  times 
he  went  through,  though  I had  heard  about  him. 

His  mother's  people  come  from  Standing  Rock  originally,  and  she  knows 
Fort  Yates  pretty  well  up  there.  To  look  at  her  she  is  almost  like  a 
white  woman,  some  say,  with  light  brown  hair,  but  when  you  talk  to  her 
she  sounds  and  speaks  Indian,  she  talks  her  own  language. 

For  a lot  of  years  she  raised  them  kids  herself,  their  father  left  and 
went  somewhere.  He  came  back  long  enough  to  divorce  her  and  leave  the 
kids  with  her  and  went  to  Wisconsin  or  some  place. 

Shawn  was  the  oldest  and  he  tested  all  the  waters  like  most  kids  do, 
seeing  how  far  he  could  stretch  things.  One  time  he  went  to  Wolf  Point 


and  went  out  with  a bunch  of  young  guys,  they  partied  all  night.  There 
were  five  of  them  in  the  car;  they  were  looking  for  a good  time. 

It  was  a 1970  Challenger  convertible,  red  with  a 440  Hemi  engine.  He 
knows  a lot  about  cars  and  every  once  in  a while  I see  him  crawl  under 
somebody's  car  or  get  into  the  engine  to  fix  it.  I guess  in  those  early 
days,  he  sowed  a lot  of  wild  oats.  He  was  a handful  for  his  mother,  and 
liked  t really  party  I guess. 

He  went  up  north  to  go  to  school  at  St.  Gliske  College  and  on  the 
weekend  partied  with  his  new  friends.  They  preferred  to  drink  Coors, 
not  the  hard  stuff,  but  every  once  in  a while  would  try  it.  The  car  was 
fast  and  the  BIA  cops  couldn't  catch  them  and  they  knew  where  to  party 
so  getting  caught  wasn't  a problem  for  them. 

Her  name  was  Lola,  she  was  pretty  one,  she  looked  good  and  lived  a life 
fancy  and  free,  not  having  many  cares  or  worries.  She  was  a party 
animal  some  say,  but  lately  had  been  spending  time  with  Shawn.  He  met 
her  at  school  and  she  had  a free  spirit.  She  was  from  Nebraska,  she  was 
maybe  an  Omaha,  and  there  were  a couple  of  Sioux  boys  in  the  back  seat, 
from  around  there,  one  they  called  Dakota  and  the  other  Elvis. 

They  killed  a couple  of  cases  of  beer  and  thought  to  go  back  and  get 
some  more  before  closing  time.  How  fast  is  this  car  anyway.  Can  it 
really  go.  It  just  looks  good,  but  can  it  really  fly.  These  are  the 
things  they  talked  about,  they  said  these  things  to  Shawn  and  without 
talking  slid  the  engine  into  gear  and  let  the  engine  do  the  talking. 

They  headed  back  into  town  toward  Wolf  Point..  They  were  missing  a few 
of  the  curves  but  it  was  ok  the  car  was  under  control.  But  then  there 
was  one  turn  near  the  dump  and  the  edge  of  the  road  caught  them,  it 
made  the  car  shudder,  it  was  like  a pole  vaulted,  the  car  went  up  and 
over  the  front  left  wheel,  it  somersaulted  over  and  over  and  Shawn, 

Lola,  and  the  Walker  boys  were  thrown  around  like  rag  dummies,  they 
spilled  out  into  the  dirt. 

His  mom  got  a call  and  she  traveled  all  night  and  the  next  day  going  to 
the  hospital.  Shawn  was  in  rough  shape,  he  was  pretty  messed  up  by  that 
accident.  She  didn't  recognize  him  after  the  accident  since  his  face 
was  all  covered  up. 

She  wanted  to  what  happened  and  found  Lola  and  talked  with  her.  Lola 

didn't  want  to  talk  about  it,  she  didn't  say  much>  It's  not  my  fault, 

it  just  happened.  She  just  said  they  missed  the  turn  and  the  car 
rolled.  She  was  ok,  but  since  Shawn  wasn't  really  her  boyfriend  or 
anything  she  had  dropped  him  and  was  seeing  some  guy  from  Hardin 
Montana . 

It  is  a parent's  worst  fear  to  get  that  call,  to  wonder  how  your  child 
is  laying  there  in  a hospital  far  away.  Luckily,  Shawn  recovered,  and 

has  a couple  of  long  scars  on  his  arm  to  show  for  it.  It  took  him  a 

year  in  physical  therapy  and  he  came  home. 

Somehow  what  happened  that  night  changed  him  and  he  settled  down.  He 
stayed  around  the  house  and  worked  on  some  old  cars,  crawling  under 
them  to  fix  them  and  could  be  seen  digging  under  the  hood. 

There  was  this  one  girl,  a quiet  shy  one,  she  got  to  know  him  over  time 
and  they  got  together  and  they  hooked  up  and  had  a little  boy.  She  is 
different  that  one,  she  can  do  just  about  anything. .. cook,  clean... take 
care  of  her  man  and  boy  and  keep  their  place  really  nice.  Shawn 
volunteered  a lot  of  his  time  to  work  with  kids  here  and  there.  He  was 
one  of  those  guys  who  helps  the  kids  who  aren't  so  fast,  who  get  chosen 
last  during  baseball  games  at  school 

One  time  he  took  the  scrubs,  they  were  called  the  ones  that  were  too 
short,  and  maybe  a little  too  heavy  and  not  so  agile  and  put  them 
together  as  a basketball  team.  They  went  into  the  city  league,  they 
were  just  junior  kids  and  he  talked  to  each  of  them  and  said,  you  can 
be  good,  just  stick  with  the  basics,  and  he  worked  with  them  so  they 
could  handle  the  ball.  He  worked  with  them,  early  in  the  morning, 
driving  around  and  gathering  them  up  and  taking  them  to  a church  gym 
before  school  and  had  them  just  work  on  basic  skills. 

I caught  a game,  the  final  championship  game  and  wouldn't  you  know  it 
the  final  game  was  with  Shawn's  Indians  and  the  town  heroes.  One  kid 
called  Shorty  played  his  heart  out  and  with  the  practices  he  had  he 


could  shoot  the  ball  when  he  was  set.  They  played  each  other  them  two 
teams  and  the  Indians  won. 

There  are  times  in  your  life  when  you  struggle  and  may  not  be  very  good 
at  things,  and  the  parent's  of  those  kids  knew  that.  They  were  all 
there  and  watched  them  kids  play  their  hearts  out,  going  up  and  down 
the  court.  They  were  man  handled,  were  not  so  tall,  and  not  so  fast  but 
they  had  the  basic  things  down,  to  pass  to  the  open  man,  to  take  their 
time  and  to  keep  their  hands  up  on  defense.  It  came  down  to  one  shot 
and  Shorty;  the  smallest  player  took  it  and  made  it.  They  won  the  city 
junior  league  and  it  was  a good  day. 

Like  I was  saying,  I saw  Shawn  after  his  trip  and  he  told  me  that  they 
had  gone  to  the  Pow  wow.  He  said  the  place  was  crowded  and  his  wife  had 
no  place  to  sit,  so  they  moved  to  the  opening  where  the  arbors  were. 

There  24  drum  groups  playing,  they  are  competing  as  well  for  a prize  to 
see  who  would  be  the  best  drum.  There  was  one  group,  they  were  young 
guys,  and  they  called  themselves  the  Wonder  Boys.  What  a name  for  drum 
group,  they  were  from  Standing  Rock,  his  mother's  people.  They  had 
those  kind  of  voices  that  were  cracking,  changing  and  so  some  sang 
husky  and  the  others  could  really  hit  those  high  notes.  Their  drum  when 
they  started  to  sing,  made  you  want  to  get  up  and  dance. 

They  sang  an  intertribal  and  everybody  got  out  there,  not  only  the 
dancers  but  also  the  crowd  that  was  watching  got  into  the  act 
themselves.  Shawn's  wife  went  out  their  with  his  son  and  her  sisters, 
and  Shawn  sat  there  and  watched.  He  found  himself  moving  his  head  to 
the  beat  and  tapping  his  hands  on  his  legs.  It  had  been  a long  time 
since  he  stepped  into  the  Pow  wow  arena.  His  mother  had  hoped  that  he 
would  be  a really  good  fancy  dancer. 

He  closed  his  eyes  and  though  he  wasn't  dressed  in  any  feathers,  had  no 
leggings  or  bells,  and  beadwork;  he  could  see  himself,  stepping  to  the 
drum.  When  those  high  notes  hit  their  mark  he  was  there  with  them.  He 
was  stepping  into  the  turn,  moving  his  front  arm  down  and  beginning  to 
pivot  on  his  right  leg,  kicking  up  his  back  one  and  twirled,  fancy 
dancer  style  across  the  arena.  He  moved  his  head  up  and  down  and  his 
roach  with  two  feathers  rocked  back  and  forth.  He  could  feel  the  eyes 
of  the  crowd  on  him  and  knew  he  still  had  the  moves,  it  was  easy  for 
him. 

Yes,  it  feels  good,  the  music,  the  sound  of  young  voices  from  home 
picked  him  up  and  took  him  away  and  he  was  dancing.  The  arena  lights 
were  bright,  the  air  was  crisp,  and  he  could  feel  the  earth  move  under 
him,  the  sound  of  the  bells  around  his  waist  keeping  perfect  time  with 
that  drum.  It  felt  good,  oh  so  good  to  dance,  to  move  and  there  he  was... 
it  was  like  rock  n roll.  He  thought  to  himself  my  son  will  be  a good 
dancer,  I will  teach  him,  and  so  he  moved  across  the  arena. 

As  he  passed  the  drum  they  beat  their  drum  out  of  sync,  hitting  it  hard 
four  or  five  times  hard,  and  the  womens'  high  pitched  voices  joined  in 
and  they  took  everyone  to  a higher  place.  The  drums  were  for  him  and  in 
the  background  there  were  eagle  bone  whistles.  He  had  closed  his  eyes 
and  just  went  with  the  song.  When  he  opened  them  there  was  no  one 
around  him,  he  was  there  by  himself.  The  crowd,  all  them  there  cheered 
him  on.  It  was  something  to  see. 

I had  heard  about  this  from  my  kids  and  they  told  me  about  it,  so  when 
I saw  him  the  next  day  we  talked  for  a minute.  He  looked  at  me  and  told 
me,  I really  rock  n rolled  last  night  at  the  Pow  Wow.  It  made  me  feel 
good.  He  smiled  at  me  and  turned  his  wheel  chair  down  the  hall  and  I 
could  hear  him  singing  that  song. . . 

rustywire 

www. geocities .com/ rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  Dreamspeak"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Dun  2000  20:24:04  -0400 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Subj : new  poem  - Dreamspeak 


Dneamspeak 


They  come  in  Dreams 
long  lines  of  the  Old  Ones 
they  speak  in  whispers 
of  Spirit  of  ONE 

They  carry  their  Spirit  on  the  wind 
Wanbli  sings  them  home 
sings  them  perfect  again 
and  whole 

They  come  on  night  winds 
bare  and  stark 
filling  the  emptiness 
reassuring  me 

Their  voices  fill  the  night  air 
singing 

such  sweet  sounds 
such  beautiful  songs 

I remember 

when  I close  my  eyes 

how  it  was 

before 

They  come  to  remind  me 
remind  us 
to  slow  down 
to  listen 

The  darkness  is  not  dark 
there  is  no  emptiness 
only  our  willingness 
to  forget  to  let  go  the  Dream 

They  come  singing 
loud  and  pure  and  true 
Old  Songs 
songs  of  Heart 

Can  you  hear  them 

close  your  eyes  and  hear  them 

for  they  are 

always  singing 

They  will  teach  you 
the  songs 
the  Old  Ways 
the  Heart 

Softly  they  come 
lines  of  Elders 
each  with 
his  own  song 

Shadowy  figures 
singing  the  Dawn  awake 
singing  the  life 
of  a People 

Listen 

hear  them  sing 
hear  the  Heart 


of  everything 


Listen 

Listen 

Listen 

Listen 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

"RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Date:  Mon,  11  Dul  2000  07:03:24  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea . org> 

Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  16-22 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

16 

A waterfall  plummets  down  the  face  of  the  cliffs,  na  pali,  to  be 
reborn  in  mist  far  below. 

17 

The  mountain  slopes  have  turned  green  with  the  blessing  of  rain. 

18 

A dragon  kite  soars  and  ripples  in  the  summer  breeze. 

19 

Sculptures  are  formed  of  the  shifting  sand  ...  and  swiftly  erased. 

20 

Accept  what  must  be  ...  only  if  you  cannot  make  it  better. 

21 

With  each  lesson  learned,  stand  a little  taller. 

22 

No  victory  is  beyond  our  grasp. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  11  Duly  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Subj:  Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home. com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http : / /www. thes pike. com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  Dack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain.org> 

Subj : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 


From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sf su . edu> 

Subj : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey . cc . ca . us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Subj : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Duly 


16th  - 18th  - Squilax  B.C;  (Salmon  Arm)  Skwlax  - Competiton  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping  (yes)  - 
loan  - (250)  679-3203 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 


August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  lohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  ludy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Subj : POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

1ULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  C0N1UNCTI0N  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  lacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  1UCTI0N  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 

NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  1UNCTI0N,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 
BRAZIL,  IN 


47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamen  <windin_99@yahoo.com> 

Subj : Aug. 26-27,2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis , Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12:30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo . com> 

Subj:  Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http : //www. ukans .edu/kan sas/wn/oklahoma/ powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Friday 
8 PM 


Grand  Entry 
Saturday 

1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Head  Staff 


Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available : 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.0.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Dr.  Girl's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Friday  Night 
49  Contest 
Dennifer  Lunsford 


Activities 

Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning  Sunday  Morning 
Stop  Dance  Leader  Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 


& Obstable  Course 


Coordinator 


Shell  Shaker 
Contests  Day 
Blalock 
Coordinator 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Golf  Tournament  & 
Horseshoe 
Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 


DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc . edu> 

Subj : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Jasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Jackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Jennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize. 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Jun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Joyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Subj:  Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 


No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 


32nd  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Pow-wow 
Wichita,  Kansas 
Duly  28,29,30/2000 
316-821-9997 

Global  Peace  Walks  scheduled  for  other  major  areas  in  US. 
St.  Louis  August  15,  2000 

United  Nations  - New  York  - October  24,  2000 
Washington,  D.C.  - October  9,  2000 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 
From:  gars@netcom.com 
Subj : The  Circle 

Pow  Wow  Calendar 
5/1/00 

Duly  14,  15,  16 

Sugar  Island  4th  Annual  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan 

Free  Admission.  For  more  info  & directions  call  1-800-793-0660. 

Duly  21,  22,  23 

Honoring  Our  People  Pow  Wow 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Maawan ji ' iding 

Ojibwa  Campground 

Baraga,  MI 

For  more  info  & directions  call  Pauline  Spruce  at  (906)  353-6623,  ext. 
4140. 

Duly  29,  30 
Gagaguwon  Pow-Wow 
OuSable  Children's  Park 
Oscoda,  MI 

For  more  info  call  Doe  or  Sue  at  (517)739-1994,  or  email  at 
gagaguwon@hotmail . com . 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  01  Dul  2000  09:04:39  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj:  Mid-Summer/Early  Fall  Pow  Wow  listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
^Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000~ 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist,  HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 


GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 

~Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them  are 
being  listed  for  the  first  time.~ 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation.* 

# I apologize  for  the  short  lead  time  on  many  of  these  events,  but  I just 
received  several  of  the  Western  pow  wow  listings  a few  days  ago  from  a 
friend  in  Missouri.  # 

Duly  15-16:  Charity  Pow  Wow  for  the  Special  Wish  Foundation,  at  Dillon  State 
Park,  near  Zanesville,  OH.  This  foundation  grants  wishes  to  terminally  ill 
children.  HM:  Dimmy  LaQuay;  HL:  Tammy  LaQuay;  AD:  Wayne  Appleton;  HV:  Bob 
Gibson;  MC:  Tony  Dennings;  HD:  Our  Brothers  Drum.  Guest  Drums:  Little  Hawk, 
Mystic  Lake  Singers,  Red  Bird  Singers,  Mother  Earth  Beat,  and  more.  All 
dancers  & singers  will  be  fed,  provided  camping  sites,  and  showers.  Info: 
jennis@zoomnet.net  or  littlesquirrel55@hotmail . com . 

Duly  21-23:  ICEPS  Benefit  Pow  Wow,  at  Tuscumbia  City  Park  on  the  Osage 
River,  Eldon,  MO.  Drum  & Dance  contests.  Admission  charge  for 
non-participants.  Dancers  & Singers  welcome  to  eat  at  the  Whitehorn  camp. 
Info:  (918)  542-3697  or  (573)  392-6706. 

Duly  21-23:  31st  Annual  Kihekah-steh  Pow  Wow,  near  Skiatook,  Ok.  Take  Hwy. 

20  to  Davine  Road,  then  go  north  5 miles;  turn  west  on  Hwy.  193  to  the  pow 
wow  grounds.  Info:  (918)  396-4417. 

Duly  22-23:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Alabama  Flea  Market,  Hwy. 
72  , east  of  Florence,  AL  & west  of  Rogersville,  AL.  HD:  Red  Nations.  GE:  at 
11:00am  each  day.  Dim  Taylor,  championship  bow  maker,  will  be  shooting  bows. 
Bob  Painted  Bear  Dohnson  will  be  throwing  tomahawks.  Free  admission.  Info: 
North  Alabama  Flea  Market  (256)  757-1040,  or  Dim  or  Cathy  Taylor  (256) 
331-9155. 

Duly  28-30:  32nd  Annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Mid-America  All  Indian 
Center,  2150  North  Meridian,  Wichita,  KS.  Info:  Vernon  "Cy"  Ahtone  (316) 
821-9997. 

Duly  28-30:  1st.  Annual  Mo-Kan-Ok  Pow  Wow,  indoors,  at  the  Civil  War  Road 
Ranch  Arena,  Carthage,  MO.  Info:  (417)  358-0700. 

Duly  29:  Native  American  Festival,  at  Fairy  Stone  Park,  VA.  Info:  (540) 
629-2071. 

Aug.  4-5:  Bell  Pow  Wow,  east  of  Stillwell,  OK.  Info:  Thomas  Muskrat  (918) 
696-4480. 

Aug.  4-6:  Kaw  Pow  Wow,  1/2  mile  west  of  Washunga  Bay  entrance  on  Kaw  Lake, 
Kaw  City,  OK.  Info:  Donna  Villa  (417)  364-7114. 

Aug.  11-13:  Annual  IICOT  Pow  Wow,  inside  the  air-conditioned  Expo  Building 
at  the  Tulsa  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info:  (918)  836-1523. 

Aug.  11-13:  Thunderbird  Society  American  Indian  Days  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
fairgrounds,  Vandalia,  MO.  Traders  by  invitation  only.  All  dogs  must  be  on 
leash.  Day  money  paid  out  for  each  Grand  Entry  - to  be  paid  out  on  Sunday. 
Info:  Penny  Cearley  (573)  581-1777,  ext.  527. 

Aug.  18-20:  Clear  Creek  Pow  Wow,  at  Nevada,  MO.  Turn  right  on  Hwy.  K,  left 
at  the  water  tower,  then  follow  the  signs.  Info:  Ed  Woodington,  Route  1, 

Milo,  MO  64767  or  call  (417)  944-2745. 

Aug.  19-20:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  at  Lone  Star  Lakes  Lodge, 
Chuckatuck,  VA.  Free  admission  & free  parking.  GE:  12:00  noon,  dancing  til 
6:00pm.  Info:  Chief  Earl  Bass  (757)  393-1637  or  Debbie  Smith  (757)  421-3160, 
or  e-mail:  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com,  or  write:  Nansemond  Tribal 
Association,  PO  Box  2095,  Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Aug.  24-27:  124th  Annual  Ponca  Pow  Wow,  Ponca  City,  OK.  Info:  (580) 

762-8104. 

Aug.  26:  Bishigendan  Akii  (Respect  the  Earth)  American  Indian  Festival,  Town 
Point  Park,  Norfolk,  VA.  Info:  Biah  Seminole  (757)  425-7992  or  Festevents 
(757)  441-2345. 

Sept.  1-3:  Ottawa  Tribal  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  Adawe  Park,  5 miles  east 
of  Miami,  OK.  Info:  (918)  540-1536. 


Sept.  1-3:  Wolfsong  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  Dim  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9024. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  1-4:  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival,  at  the  Choctaw  Nation  Capitol 
Grounds,  Tuskahoma,  OK.  There  will  be  Choctaw  Indian  Village,  a Civil  War 
re-enactment.  Traditional  Singing,  historical  dramas,  Choctaw  crafts,  food 
and  folklore.  Special  entertainment  featuring:  Loretta  Lynn,  David  Frizzell, 
Janie  Fricke,  Diamond  Rio,  and  others.  Info:  (800)  522-6170. 

Sept.  2-3:  11th  Annual  Running  Waters  Pow  Wow,  at  Ridge  Ferry  Park,  in  Rome, 
GA.  MC:  Richard  Bird;  HM:  Bullet  Standingdeer;  HL:  Laretta  Weaver;  HD:  Bird 
Chopper;  AD:  Jamie  Pheasant;  ST:  Fred  Bradley;  WS:  Native  American  Warrior 
Society  & Honor  Guard;  FP:  Sara  Bird;  GO:  10:00am  each  day;  GC:  10pm 
Saturday,  6pm  Sunday;  GE:  Saturday  at  1:00pm  & 7:00pm,  Sunday  at  at  1:00pm; 
Admission:  Adults  - $5.00,  Senior  Citizens  & Teens  (13-17)  - $3.00,  12  & 
under  - free.  Info:  Native  American  Preservation  Association  of  Georgia, 

Inc.,  PO  Box  565,  Rome,  GA  30162-0565  or  phone:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714, 
or  fmblair@aol.com. 

Sept.  8-10:  Moberly  Pow  Wow,  at  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit.  Info:  Harold  Carlson  (660)  263-3009. 

Sept.  9-10:  Trail  of  Tears  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Trail  of  Tears 
Commemorative  Park,  Hopkinsville,  KY.  Info:  (270)  886-8033. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Jerry  Denton;  HL:  Jaye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Linder  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Indian  Summer  Festival  Pow  Wow,  at  Bartlesville  Community 
Center,  Bartlesville,  OK.  Arts,  crafts,  storytelling,  cultural 
demonstrations,  juried  art  show,  & more.  Info:  (918)  337-2787. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow  & Cultural 
Festival,  at  Greensboro  Country  Park,  Greensboro,  NC.  MC:  Keith  Colston;  HM: 
Ray  Sylva;  HL:  Brenda  Sylva;  AD:  Ray  Jacobs;  HD:  A wo  ha  li;  Head  Judge: 
Archie  Lynch.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Sept.  15-17:  Eastern  Shawnee  Pow  Wow,  West  Seneca,  OK.  Take  Hwy.  60  from 
Seneca,  MO,  and  go  left  on  Oneida  Street.  Info:  (800)  957-2435. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weopons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

# I apologize  for  any  omissions.  Sometimes,  in  the  length  of  time  between 
composing  these  newsletters  there  may  be  an  event  that  comes  & goes  before  I 
get  around  to  doing  an  update;  and  occasionally  I may  lose  a listing;  but  I 
haven't  purposefully  left  any  event  unlisted.  # 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 


be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Debbie  Sanders, 

Andre  Cramblit,  Larry  Innes,  Sumer  W Cree,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry, 
lanet  Smith,  Lona,  Gary  Smith,  Robert  Dorman,  KOLA  HQ,  lohnnie  Rustywire, 
Imakhu  Christina  Paul,  Monica  Young,  W Eagle,  SkyLoom,  Spirit  Dove, 
Dreamwalker,  Barbara  Landis,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:34:01  2000 
Date:  Tue,  18  Dul  2000  17:45:08  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.030 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Wishram  salmon  go  up  rivers  in  a group 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  RedRoad  Newsletter,  Paths-L,  Triballaw, 
FOL,  KOLA  Newslist,  Big  Mountain  & NatFilm  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email; 

Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

http : //www. wo rldwildlife.org/ act ion s/targeted act ion . cfm?action_id=59 
http : //www . billingsgazette . com/ 

http : //www . az star net . com/public/ dnews/000711tohonocop . html 

http : //indian country . com/articles/ head line -2000 -07 -07-04. shtml 
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http : //www. indianz . com/myredir . asp ?url=http : //web. north scape. com/content 

http : //www. start ribune. com/ 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"When  the  buffalo  went  away,  the  hearts  of  my  people  fell  to  the 
ground  and  they  could  not  lift  them  up  again. 

"After  this,  nothing  happened.  There  was  little  singing  anywhere." 

Chief  Plenty  Coups,  Crow 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


lourney 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

A recent  exchange  with  one  of  our  contributors  regarding  personal 
accountability  led  to  questions  regarding  justice  in  the  United 
States . 

There  is  absolutely  no  doubt  justice  in  the  United  States,  Canada  and 
Mexico  is  spelled  "just  us".  If  you  are  of  the  dominant  society,  have 
influence,  and/or  kiss  the  right  butts  you  can  literally  get  away  with 
murder.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  a minority  race  or  religion  there 
is  only  a matter  of  how  far  they  are  going  to  throw  you  under  the  jail. 

There  is  hope,  and  where  there  is  hope  coupled  with  action,  these 
realities  can  be  bent  back  toward  the  truth. 

Long  time  readers  of  this  newsletter  will  recall  a few  years  back  a 
Tennessee  redneck  had  killed  two  Apache  and  left  another  crippled.  The 
authorities  were  doing  everything  they  could  to  just  simply  sweep  this 
"problem"  under  the  rug.  Letters  and  email  from  throughout  the  world 
forced  the  prosecuting  attorney  to  do  his  job,  and  that  miserable  excuse 
for  a human  being  is  in  prison  as  he  should  have  be. 

Exposure  to  the  white  light  of  truth  made  that  happen.  You  made  that 
happen.  Your  letters  and  your  refusal  to  accept  the  "good  old  boy  club" 
as  a foregone  way  of  doing  things  made  that  happen. 

It  can  be  done  again,  but  the  dark  must  be  shown  to  light.  That  cannot 
be  done  with  silence.  Wherever  you  see  injustice  let  others  know  so  they 
can  help  expose  it,  and  force  it  out  of  its  vulgar  little  hole. 

I can  promise  any  articles  sent  regarding  such  injustices  will  get  top 
exposure  in  this  newsletter.  Do  include  as  much  supporting  information 
as  possible  and  all  contact  information. 


Please  also  keep  us  informed  when  action  and  exposure  results  in 
real  justice  for  ALL  of  us. 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 

Danet  and  I have  the  privilege  of  working  with  Native  prisoners  at 
USP  Atlanta.  Frankly,  we  could  use  some  help  obtaining  cooperation  from 
the  Chaplains,  Warden  and  Assistant  Warden.  If  you  are  involved  in 
prison  outreach,  and  especially  if  you  have  experience  dealing  with  the 
authorities  at  hard  time  federal  prisons  (and  Atlanta  is  among  the  hardest) 
please  email  Danet  (jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com)  or  myself 
(gars@netcom.com)  with  how  (phone,  email...)  and  when  (please  include  as 
many  times  as  possible)  we  can  contact  you.  Make  the  subject  PRISON 
in  all  caps. 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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RE:  Noted  Basket  Weaver  Was  Champion  of  Indian  Culture 


Date:  Wed,  12  Dul  2000  10:10:43  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  07-08-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Noted  basket  weaver  was  champion  of  Indian  culture 
By  Chris  Burnett 
c.  Sacramento  Bee 
Duly  7,  2000 

Vivien  Risling  Hailstone,  a noted  California  Indian  educator,  activist 
and  basket  maker,  never  could  be  mistaken  as  a self  promoter. 

But  Cindy  LaMarr,  director  of  the  Capitol  Area  Indian  Resources  Agency  in 


Sacramento,  said  Mrs.  Hailstone's  quiet  dignity  in  promoting  the  cause  of 
Indian  rights  and  her  interest  in  encouraging  education  made  a mark. 

"I  think  of  her  as  the  foremost  California  Indian  woman  who  brought  about 
change  during  the  past  two  decades,"  La  Marr  said.  "She  worked  behind  the 
scenes,  but  she  got  things  done." 

She  was  so  active  that  her  death  Saturday  in  Redding  at  age  87  took  family 
and  friends  by  surprise.  Although  she  had  not  been  feeling  well  in  recent 
days,  Mrs.  Hailstone  was  scheduled  to  visit  Santa  Barbara  this  weekend  for 
a conference,  said  her  brother,  David  Risling,  a retired  UC  Davis  professor 
and  fellow  activist. 

"She  was  one  of  those  who  just  didn't  gripe  about  something,"  Risling 
said.  "She  got  behind  everything  and  did  the  work." 

La  Marr  said  Mrs.  Hailstone's  positive  personality  made  her  seem  younger 
than  she  was.  "She  was  always  giving  advice,  always  upbeat,"  said  La  Marr. 

"She  strived  to  live  her  life  to  promote  and  preserve  Indian  traditions 
and  the  pride  that  Indian  people  should  have  about  their  heritage,"  La  Marr 
said . 

"She  always  seemed  to  know  when  to  call  and  give  good  advice  and  to  let 
me  know  I was  doing  well  in  my  work  with  Indian  youth.  I know  there  are 
hundreds  of  others  that  feel  the  same  way  I do." 

Mrs.  Hailstone's  life  spanned  a changing  expectation  of  women's  role  in 
the  Indian  community,  and  she  promoted  education  as  a vehicle  for  change. 

She  was  from  the  Yurok  and  Karuk  tribes,  and  was  born  near  the  Hoopa 
Indian  Reservation  in  the  Klamath  River  region  of  Del  Norte  County.  She 
went  to  school  through  the  eighth  grade. 

Risling  said  she  moved  to  Redding  in  the  1970s  after  working  in  jobs 
ranging  from  cooking  at  a hospital  to  working  as  a bookkeeper  and  helping 
run  a gas  station  and  sawmill. 

She  also  helped  found  D-Q  University  near  Davis.  D-Q  is  the  only  tribal 
community  college  in  California.  She  also  is  a founder  of  the  California 
Indian  Education  Association,  a lobbying  organization. 

Mrs.  Hailstone  also  belonged  to  the  California  Indian  Basketweavers 
Association  and  was  well  known  for  her  baskets,  pendants  and  abalone 
necklaces . 

She  helped  educate  Californians  about  the  intricacies  of  basketry  design 
and  the  process  of  gathering  materials  on  public  and  privately  owned  lands. 
She  produced  a video  titled  "Through  the  Eyes  of  a Basket  Maker"  and  she 
taught  classes  at  D-Q  University. 

As  an  activist,  Mrs.  Hailstone  worked  to  ensure  that  the  state  park  system 
made  a commitment  to  Indians  and  she  served  on  the  state  Parks  and 
Recreation  Commission  for  many  years.  She  was  a member  of  the  Friends  of 
the  State  Indian  Museum  in  Sacramento,  the  California  Indian  Education 
Association  and  was  a board  member  of  the  Local  Indians  for  Education  in 
Shasta  Lake. 

She  is  survived  by  a son,  Albert  Dr.,  of  San  Francisco;  three  brothers, 
Anthony,  of  Hoopa;  David,  of  Davis;  and  Lawrence,  of  Eureka;  and  a sister, 
Viola,  of  Eureka. 

"RE : Citizens  Coal  Council  Alert"  

Date:  Sat,  08  Dul  2000  23:50:15  -0700 
From:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
Sub j : Citizens  Coal  Council  Alert 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

From:  "Carolyn  Johnson"  <ccc@netone . com> 

Sub j : A special  message  from  4 grassroots  leaders 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

To  all  members  and  allies  of  the  Citizens  Coal  Council: 

We  are  writing  to  you  about  an  urgent  issue  - our  streams  and  rivers 
across  the  country  are  under  attack.  The  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
and  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  want  to  rewrite  the  Clean  Water  Act 
rules  to  allow  mining  companies  to  dump  their  waste  and  spoil  into  our 
rivers  and  streams. 


The  rules  don't  allow  this  dumping,  but  the  Army  Corps  has  been 
violating  its  own  rules  and  giving  permits  to  coal  strip  mines  in 
Appalachia.  These  mines  are  dumping  hundreds  of  millions  of  tons  of  mine 
waste  into  stream  valleys  and  wiping  them  out.  Last  fall,  a federal  judge 
ruled  this  practice  was  illegal  and  the  Army  Corps  was  wrong  to  permit  it. 
Last  November,  the  coal  industry  asked  Congress  to  rewrite  the  federal 
Clean  Water  and  coal  laws  to  cancel  the  judge's  decision.  Grassroots 
groups  across  the  country  rallied  to  persuade  Congress  not  to  do  it  and 
won  a stunning  victory  for  protecting  our  water!  The  Citizens  Coal 
Council  and  its  member  groups  helped  lead  this  effort  every  step  of  the 
way. 

But  now  the  Clinton-Gore  administration  is  trying  another  approach.  It 
wants  to  change  the  rules  to  let  all  kinds  of  mines  - coal,  gold,  lead, 
silver,  and  others  - use  our  streams  and  wetlands  across  the  nation  as 
waste  dumps. 

We  are  four  of  the  leaders  of  the  Citizens  Coal  Council  and  live  in 
mining  areas  in  Arizona,  Kentucky,  Montana  and  West  Virginia.  Like  you  and 
millions  of  others,  we  know  our  lives,  environment,  and  livelihoods 
depend  on  precious  water;  unfortunately,  we  also  know  the  horrible 
destruction  that  mining  causes  when  rules  aren't  enforced  or  are  weak. 

We  have  also  seen  how  citizens  pulling  together  can  protect  their  land 
and  water  and  overcome  the  mining  industry,  just  like  we  did  last  November. 
We  can  do  it  again!  We  are  asking  you  to  make  sure  your  organization  and 
its  members  take  a strong  stand  on  these  proposed  rules  and  tell  the  Army 
Corps  and  EPA:  No  waste  in  our  water!  They  need  to  get  a letter  by  Duly 
19  from  every  citizen  who  cares  about  water.  Below  we  tell  you  how  to  send 
a letter  and  some  arguments  to  include. 

If  you  want  more  information  or  ideas,  we  have  also  attached  a paper  on 
the  legal  background  of  the  proposed  rule  by  attorney  Tom  FitzGerald  with 
the  National  Citizens  Coal  Law  Project  and  we  list  some  websites  for  more 
info  that  include  pictures  of  strip  mining  and  waste  dumping. 

Thank  you, 

Doyle  Coakley,  CCC  First  Vice  President  Ellen  Pfister,  CCC  Chair  1996-97 
West  Virginia  Highlands  Conservancy,  Northern  Plains  Resource  Council, 

Cowen,  West  Virginia  Shepherd,  Montana 

Norman  Benally,  CCC  Treasurer  Daymon  Morgan,  CCC  Chair  1997-98 

Dine'  Mining  Action  Center  Kentuckians  For  The  Commonwealth 

Black  Mesa,  Arizona  Hoskinston,  Kentucky 

Here  are  four  points  you  may  want  to  make  in  your  letters: 

- Our  waterways  are  essential  for  our  lives.  The  proposed  rule  puts  a 
death  sentence  on  our  most  precious  resource.  Mine  waste  dumps  will 
permanently  bury  and  kill  the  streams  we  depend  on  for  clean  water  and  a 
healthy  environment.  Allowing  mine  operators  to  dump  their  wastes  in  our 
streams  violates  the  goal  of  the  Clean  Water  Act  to  protect  our  waterways 
from  pollution  and  harm  and  violates  my  rights  as  a citizen. 

- The  current  rules  aren't  broken.  The  Corps  and  EPA  need  to  do  their  jobs 
and  enforce  the  rules,  not  weaken  them.  The  EPA  and  Corps  have  identified 
only  one  situation  where  the  current  rules  may  cause  a regulatory  problem, 
a problem  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  mine  wastes  (it  could  be  solved  by 
banning  mixed  solid  wastes  and  landfill  liners  from  being  placed  in 
wetlands  as  the  state  of  Kentucky  does  now).  Illegal  coal  mine  waste  dumps 
have  already  destroyed  hundreds  of  miles  of  streams  in  some  states  such  as 
West  Virginia.  The  Corps  and  EPA  must  stop  sanctioning  these  illegal 
operations  and  must  make  these  companies  repair  the  extensive  damage  they 
have  caused. 

- EPA  and  the  Corps  must  obey  our  environmental  laws,  not  ignore  them. 

This  proposed  rule  would  allow  coal  and  hardrock  mines  to  cause  enormous 
amounts  of  additional  and  permanent  environmental  damage  to  waterways  in 
every  state.  The  Corps  and  EPA  have  not  analyzed  the  environmental  impacts 
of  this  proposed  rule  and  published  an  environmental  impact  statement  for 
the  public.  We  need  to  learn  more  about  the  exact  extent  and  type  of  damage 
before  we  can  fully  understand  how  this  proposed  rule  would  affect  our 
lives.  The  EPA  and  the  Corps  should  withdraw  the  proposed  rule  and  do  their 


homework  as  required  by  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act. 

- This  proposal  forces  the  public  to  subsidize  the  mining  industry  by 
allowing  it  to  destroy  our  waterways  and  damage  our  communities.  Mining 
companies  must  protect  our  resources  and  pay  the  full  costs  of  their 
operations.  If  adopted,  the  proposed  rule  would  force  local  communities  to 
suffer  the  economic  costs  from  a destroyed  environment  and  would  require 
federal  taxpayers  to  sign  a blank  check  for  billions  of  dollars  in  cleanup 
costs.  We  can't  afford  to  repeat  the  mistakes  of  the  past.  Before  the 
federal  coal  law  was  passed  in  1977,  coal  companies  abandoned  more  than 
15,000  mine  sites  across  the  nation  without  reclamation  and  cleanup.  The 
Department  of  the  Interior  estimates  cleaning  up  these  sites  will  cost 
over  $8  billion,  over  half  for  clearing  out  clogged  streams  and  cleaning  up 
water  to  make  it  drinkable  again.  Although  there  is  a federal  trust  fund  to 
pay  for  cleaning  up  these  old  coal  sites,  there  is  no  money  for  cleaning  up 
the  new  damage  that  coal  and  hardrock  mines  would  cause  under  this  proposed 
rule. 

How  to  send  your  letter: 

We  stress  that  a regular  mail  letter  will  have  greater  impact  than  an 
email . 

Thaddeus.  D.  Rugiel 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 

ATTN  CECW-OR 

20  Massachusetts  Avenue 

Washington,  DC  20314-1000 

e-mail:  Thaddeus. I. Rugiel@HQ02 . usace.army.mil 

Be  sure  to  say  that  your  letter  is  about  the  proposed  revisions  to  the 
"Clean  Water  Act  rule  definition  of  'fill  material'  and  'discharge  fill 
material'  ( 65  Fed.  Reg.  21292)  (April  20,  2000).  Please  include  our 
comments  in  the  docket  for  the  proposed  rule  changes." 

And  send  copies  to: 

Dohn  Lishman 
4502F 

US  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
1200  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington  D.C.  20460 
Lishman . john@epa . gov 

and  to  the  Citizens  Coal  Council,  1705  S.  Pearl  St.,  #5,  Denver,  CO 
80210;  ccc@netone.com 

Please  send  this  alert  to  all  your  contacts.  We  need  thousands  of 
letters  by  Duly  19! 

For  more  information,  see  the  following  websites: 
www. citizen scoal council . org 

www.saveourwaters.org/home.html  (See  mine  waste  pictures  and  read 
testimonials  from  grassroots  citizens!) 

— "RE:  Indian  Ritual  vs.  Hunting  Policy"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Dul  2000  11:01:10  -0500 

From:  "Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  07-09-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf .dhhs .gov 

Indian  ritual  vs.  hunting  policy 

The  National  Park  Service  is  not  giving  the  Hopi  permission  to  gather  the 
baby  eagles  at  Wupatki  National  Monument. 

By  Dudd  Slivka 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Duly  8,  2000 


The  controversy  started,  best  anyone  can  tell,  on  May  27,  1999,  when 
several  Hopis  arrived  in  the  offices  of  Wupatki  National  Monument  outside 
Flagstaff. 

The  members  of  a clan  from  Third  Mesa  were  on  a simple  errand.  For 
religious  purposes  - approved  by  government  permit,  no  less  - could  they 
take  a golden  eaglet  from  their  ancestral  grounds  on  the  monument? 

Yes,  it  would  be  killed.  Yes,  its  feathers  would  be  used  as  part  of  a 
ceremony. 

The  request  was  denied,  and  what  started  out  as  a simple  errand  has  now 
become  the  hinge  upon  which  a national  policy  turns.  The  Hopis  want  a 
golden  eaglet.  The  National  Park  Service  wants  to  obey  the  law  and  its  own 
rules.  And  a contentious  issue  with  wide-ranging  precedents  is  about  to 
split  open. 

The  question  facing  the  Interior  Department's  top  attorney:  Will  the 
long-standing  rules  about  no  hunting  in  national  parks  be  preserved,  or 
will  the  department  grant  Native  American  groups  ritual  hunting  rights, 
opening  up  a Pandora's  briefcase  of  protests  and  the  possibility  of  plenty 
of  users? 

The  answer  may  come  in  the  next  few  weeks,  and  definitely  before  Ian.  19 
when  the  Clinton  administration  ends. 

"It's  a complicated  issue  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  hunting  or 
anything  else,"  Interior  Department  spokeswoman  Stephanie  Hanna  said.  "It 
has  to  do  with  the  religious  use  of  non-endangered  species." 

But  Dave  Simon  says  the  national  park  system  was  created  in  the  early 
part  of  the  century  to  serve  as  wildlife  sanctuaries,  and  in  defining  this 
a religious  issue,  the  department  is  playing  semantics. 

"I  think  they're  trying  to  make  a very  fine  distinction.  It's  too  fine  a 
distinction,"  said  Simon,  Southwest  director  of  the  National  Parks 
Conservation  Association,  a parks-protection  group.  "We're  talking  about 
the  take  of  protected  wildlife  from  the  parks.  You  can  camouflage  it 
however  you  want,  but  it  is  killing  animals  in  the  national  park  system." 

It's  a complicated  issue.  The  dirty  secret  of  Western  parks  in  the 
national  system  is  that  they're  largely  made  up  of  ancestral  Indian  lands. 

Hopis  have  been  harvesting  golden  eaglets  for  centuries  from  the  area 
that  is  now  known  as  Wupatki  National  Monument.  Eagle  gathering  is  a 
religious  action  central  to  the  life  of  the  tribe,  so  important  that  the 
Hopi  constitution  has  an  article  devoted  to  it. 

Only  certain  clans  in  each  village  have  the  privilege  of  capturing  the 
birds.  And  each  clan  has  its  own  area  that  it  has  been  going  to  for 
centuries . 

The  Hopis  have  chosen  not  to  comment  right  now,  preferring  to  wait  until 
a decision  is  made  before  speaking  out.  They  note,  however,  that  last  year 
the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  issued  the  Third  Mesa  clan  a permit  to 
take  40  golden  eagles  and  an  unspecified  number  of  red-tailed  hawks  from 
northeastern  Arizona. 

The  Wupatki  issue  fills  the  same  role  as  a case  that  goes  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court:  Intentionally  or  not,  it  will  set  a precedent  about  how 
Native  Americans  can  use  national  parks.  Critics  say  it  will  lead  to  a 
slippery  slope  of  allowing  hunting  in  heretofore  safe  areas  - the  National 
Rifle  Association  tried  opening  the  parks  in  the  mid-1980s  to  great 
protest  - or  worse,  start  a policy  of  "sustainable  yield"  that  will 
deplete  areas  of  native  plants  and  animals. 

According  to  a survey  by  Public  Employees  for  Environmental 
Responsibility,  a pro-environment  group  that  opposes  the  hunting,  tribes 
have  asked  to  hunt  in  42  national  parks  or  monuments.  Four  on  the  list  are 
in  Arizona:  Grand  Canyon  National  Park  and  Wupatki,  Walnut  Canyon  and 
Sunset  Crater  Volcano  national  monuments. 

"The  Wupatki  eagle  issue  is  the  tip  of  the  iceberg,"  Simon  said.  "We 
have  some  very  basic  questions  to  answer  about  Native  American  religious 
and  cultural  conditions  and  public  lands.  Tribes  and  pueblos  have  been 
pushing  in  this  area.  We  are  up  against  a dangerous  line. 

"We  really  need  to  look  both  ways  before  we  cross  this  street." 

The  1999  Hopi  request  was  rejected  by  the  monument's  superintendent  and 
the  Park  Service's  regional  director.  Tribal  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  wrote 
to  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  saying  the  service's  decision 


conflicted  with  the  First  Amendment  right  to  religious  freedom  and  with 
the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act.  Babbitt  turned  him  down. 

"Because  hunting  and  trapping  are  not  authorized  within  Wupatki  National 
Monument,  the  National  Park  Service  may  not  permit  the  taking  of  wildlife 
- even  the  taking  of  wildlife  for  Indian  religious  purposes  - within  the 
national  monument,"  the  Park  Service's  acting  director  wrote  the  tribe  in 
Duly  1999. 

Enter  the  politicians. 

In  September,  an  assistant  secretary  of  the  Interior  wrote  the  Flopi 
chairman  to  tell  him  the  Duly  letter  was  withdrawn,  largely  the  result  of 
personal  discussions  between  the  chairman  and  Babbitt  during  a trip  down 
the  Colorado  River. 

"In  light  of  our  trust  relations  to  the  Hopi  Tribe,"  the  assistant 
secretary  wrote,  "I  believe  the  unique  circumstances  surrounding  this 
matter  warrant  further  review  in  my  office." 

That  "further  review"  has  gone  on  since,  and  it  now  sits  on  the  desk  of 
John  Leshy,  the  department's  solicitor.  Fie  will  make  a recommendation  to 
Babbitt,  who  will  make  the  final  decision. 

A department  spokeswoman  said  the  recommendation  "will  be  several  weeks 
to  a few  months"  away.  "But  it  will  be  during  this  administration." 

"RE : Camp  Justice  Prayer  Request"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Jul  2000  19:09:08  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Camp  Justice  Prayer  Request 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Sandra  Matchen  <cle@onlinecol . com> 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Please  send  prayers  and  good  thoughts  for  Charles  Poor  Bear,  son 
of  Tom  Poor  Bear,  spokesperson  for  Camp  Justice.  Two  years  ago, 

Charles  broke  his  arm  and  it  never  set  right  so  tomorrow  morning  he 
will  check  into  Shriners  Children's  Hospital  in  Minneapolis  for  surgery 
at  around  9:30  a.m.  to  hopefully  have  the  damage  corrected.  Tom 
and  his  children  are  there  with  Charles,  he  is  very  nervous  and  scared. 

Children's  Hospital  has  paid  for  Tom  and  his  son  to  travel  there  and 
for  Tom  to  stay  in  a motel.  His  children  have  to  stay  with  friends 
nearby.  The  family  will  return  home  in  a week. 

Shriners  Children's  Hospital  in  Minneapolis 
Hospital  Information  phone:  612-813-6100 
URL  http : //www. child renshcorg/ ch . htm 

We  also  ask  that  you  send  prayers  and  good  thoughts  for  Faye 
Cedar  Face  who  has  returned  home  for  the  hospital  and  is  feeling 
poorly.  Faye  is  a hard  working  organizer  for  Camp  Justice.  You 
may  send  cards  to  her  at: 

Fay  Cedar  Face 
200  Eastridge  Rd. 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

I am  traveling  but  will  try  to  keep  you  posted  as  to  Charles 
surgery. 

Love,  Sandra 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 

"RE;  Washington  St.  GOP  Declares  War  On  Native  Nations 


Date:  Fri,  7 Jul  2000  07:49:26  -0700 
From:  Lona  <kikipuppy@MINDSPRING.COM> 


Sub j : IMPORTANT  FORWARD 


[Editorial  Comment:  The  post  referred  to  in  paragraph  one  was  included  in 
last  week's  issue  as  "Resolution  would  end  Tribal  Sovereignty"] 
please  post  widely 

From:  Anti-Racist  Emergency  Action  Network;  bayou@blarg.net 
Re;  Re;  ALERT!  Washington  State  GOP  Declares  War  On  Native 
Nations ! 

Greetings  All 

I received  some  response  back  from  the  post  I sent  out  yesterday  on  the 
Washington  State  GOP's  Resolution  on  termination  of  the  First  Nations 
(see  article  below) , some  people  understood  the  true  meaning  of  that 
resolution,  others  viewed  me  as  an  alarmist  and  still  other  took  a "what 
does  this  have  to  do  with  me"  attitude.  So  I am  going  to  answer  people's 
concerns . 

I realize  that  if  you  have  not  kept  up  with  the  racist  anti-tribal 
campaign  you  may  not  see  the  GOP  Resolution  in  the  same  way  that  I do. 
There  have  always  been  anti-Native  racists,  but  here  in  the  state  of 
Washington  a new  breed  came  into  being  over  30  years  ago  as  a reaction 
against  Native  fishing  struggles.  The  two  most  out  front  anti-tribal 
leaders  came  to  be  Slade  Gordon  (a  Washington  State  U.S.  Senator  and  Jack 
Metcalf  (a  member  of  the  U.S.  Flouse  of  Representatives).  Both  have  called 
for  the  same  type  of  termination  politics  as  does  the  GOP  Resolution  and 
both  are  leaders  of  the  Washington  State  GOP. 

The  AREAN  has  resisted  the  anti-tribal  campaign  in  the  State  of 
Washington  for  the  last  five  years.  The  following  list  is  of  those  that 
have  actively  supported  the  anti-tribal  campaign  in  words,  deeds  and 
money;  the  "Wise  Use"  Movement,  white  organized  groups  of  sport  hunters, 
sport  and  commercial  fishing  interests  (Gordon  made  his  money  off  a family 
run  fishing  company  that  has  his  family  name  on  it).  The  Center  for 
Defense  of  Free  Enterprise,  The  Multiple  Use  Strategy  Conference  (which 
Louisiana-Pacific,  Boise  Cascade  and  Exxon  are  among  its  members).  The 
American  Freedom  Coalition,  The  Citizens  Equal  Rights  Alliance,  The 
Interstate  Congress  for  Equal  Rights  and  Responsibilities,  Protect 
Americans'  Rights  and  Resources,  The  Joseph  Coors  Foundation,  The  Fleritage 
Foundation,  The  Alliance  For  America,  The  United  Property  Owners  of 
Washington,  The  Defenders  of  Property  Rights  (a  group  that  includes  James 
Watt,  Ed  Meese,  Robert  Bork,  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  and  Sen.  Larry  Craig),  The 
Christian-Patriot  Movement,  The  Christian  Coalition,  Builders  Industry 
Association  of  Washington,  The  Liberty  Lobby,  The  Sea  Shepherd 
Conservation  Society  (who  has  issued  a call  for  the  elimination  for  First 
Nation's  treaties  and  works  with  Gordon  and  Metcalf)  and  other  eco-racist 
groups . 

I should  also  point  out  the  Gordon  was  one  of  George  W.  Bush's  early 
supporters  and  his  main  man  in  Washington  State.  Would  Bush  support  the 
Termination  Resolution?  When  he  was  asked  about  his  views  on  Native  issues 
he  responded  by  saying  that  it  was  a matter  for  the  States  to  deal  with. 
But  as  we  all  know,  the  treaties  and  most  everything  else  dealing  with  the 
First  Nations  fall  under  federal  control.  Either  Bush  is  dumb  as  hell 
(which  is  very  possible)  or  he  supports  the  elimination  of  the  treaties. 

As  to  the  question  of  "what  does  this  have  to  do  with  me?",  the  answer 
is  very  simple.  It  does  not  matter  what  community  you  come  from,  it  does 
not  matter  what  issue  you  are  active  in,  we  who  are  not  of  the  rich 
powerful  class  are  all  faced  with  the  reality  of  today's  world  of 
increased  global  corporate  expansionism.  This  has  meant  lost  jobs  that 
move  away,  a threat  to  the  environment,  a threat  to  human  and  labor  rights 
and  as  this  threat  seeks  to  control  the  profitable  resources  of  the  world 
this  has  meant  a direct  threat  to  the  Indigenous  People  throughout  the 
world  and  here  at  home. 

We  all  understand  that  acts  of  the  forces  of  greed  are  nothing  new.  In 
that  realization  we  can  also  look  to  history  to  answer  the  question.  One 
of  the  reasons  why  many  of  the  treaties  were  signed  was  that,  at  that  time 
the  U.S.  Military  could  not  fight  all  the  First  Nations  at  the  same  time 
and  also  the  military,  in  those  days,  were  fighting  another  foe,  that 


being  organized  labor.  The  same  General  Sheridan  that  fought  the  Lakotas 
was  recalled  from  that  war  to  marched  on  Chicago  to  put  down  a worker's 
strike,  the  same  General  Miles  who  fought  the  First  Nations  throughout  the 
west,  also  led  troops  against  workers  in  the  Pullman  Strike.  If  you  see  no 
connection  between  struggles  let  me  ask  you  but  one  question:  How  many 
miles  separate  the  Sand  Creek  Massacre  of  the  Cheyennes  and  the  Ludlow 
Massacre  of  mine  workers  and  their  families?  Both  massacres  were  carried 
out  by  the  Colorado  State  Militia. 

The  so-called  justification  for  the  GOP  Termination  Resolution  is  one 
that  we  all  have  heard  before.  It  was  used  against  affirmative  action,  it 
was  used  by  the  "English  Only"  movement,  it  has  been  used  against  the 
rights  of  organized  labor,  it  has  been  used  against  the  rights  of  women 
and  it  has  been  used  against  the  passage  of  hate  crime  laws.  Though  they 
try  to  use  the  justification  of  "equal  rights",  the  reality  is  all  they 
want  are  the  rights  of  racism,  sexism  and  the  right  of  the  powerful  elite 
to  exploit  everything  that  there  is  profit  in  exploiting. 

Some  feel  that  the  resolution  will  have  no  power  because  it  is  not  legal. 
I ask  you  this;  how  often  has  the  forces  of  greed  and  hate  violated  the 
laws  that  even  they  have  created?  History  is  but  a long  line  of  such 
illegal  actions.  Dust  take  a look  at  the  events  that  happened  at  Pine 
Ridge  in  the  '70s  and  the  illegal  imprisonment  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

I have  been  asked  what  people  should  do  about  this  situation?  I nor  the 
AREAN  are  leaders  of  the  struggle,  we  are  just  some  among  the  many 
resisters.  But  it  is  clear  that  the  GOP  needs  to  be  targeted  throughout 
the  country  and  that  this  issue  should  be  included  in  all  struggles 
against  this  new  wave  of  corporate  expansionism. 

How  long  must  we  allow  this  to  continue?  Shall  we  wait  until  more  blood 
stains  the  ground?  People  of  today's  world  like  to  say  that  they  are  not 
responsible  for  the  crimes  against  humanity  that  their  ancestors  committed 
and  that  they  feel  remorseful  for  them  and  we  ask  how  they  could  of  done 
such  things?  But  that  is  only  valid  in  the  understanding  that  must  go 
along  with  that;  we  are  the  ancestors  that  the  future  generations  will  ask 
the  same  question  of.  Shall  we  repeat  that  which  was  done  in  the  past  so 
that  the  future  generations  must  ask  why?  Or  shall  we  raise  up  and  resist 
this  next  step  of  genocide? 

In  The  Spirit  Of  Total  Resistance 
Arthur  D.  Miller 
AREAN- -Tacoma  Office 

"RE : Grand  Teton  Park  Turns  Down  Sundance"  

Date:  7/8/00  1:29:20  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : Grand  Teton  Park  Turns  Down  Sundance 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+>  [from  Pat  Morris.  Thanks!] 

Sat,  08  Dul  2000 
http://www.billingsgazette.com/ 

Grand  Teton  park  turns  down  sundance 

DACKSON,  Wyo.  (AP)  - A Shoshone  religious  ceremony  will  not  be  held  in 
Grand  Teton  National  Park  because  it  could  damage  the  environment,  the  park 
superintendent  said. 

Park  Superintendent  lack  Neckels  turned  down  a request  for  a sundance 
from  two  Shoshone  members,  Bennie  Le  Beau  and  Dohn  Tarness. 

In  a letter  to  the  applicants,  Neckels  said  a sundance  would  result  in 
environmental  impacts,  and  that  park  resources  are  inadequate. 

There  has  not  been  a sundance  in  the  park  since  the  tribe  was  confined  to 
the  Wind  River  Indian  Reservation  under  the  Fort  Bridger  Treaty  of  Duly  3, 
1868. 

Le  Beau  and  Tarness  had  wanted  the  ceremony  to  take  place  in  a secluded 
area  and  have  the  National  Park  Service  build  a road  to  the  site  for 
camping  access  and  a mobile  home  trailer. 

The  sundance  would  have  involved  cutting  down  trees  to  build  a large 
shelter.  It  would  have  drawn  300  to  500  people  over  four  to  seven  days. 


"Your  need  to  cut  numerous  live  trees  and  shrubs  as  well  as  gather  and 
consume  firewood  ...  was  a consideration/'  Neckels  wrote  last  month. 

"The  anticipated  impacts  on  park  resources  in  general  and  your  preference 
for  a site  with  no  vehicle  access  as  well  as  your  desire  to  have  the 
National  Park  Service  construct  a road  to  the  site  and  provide  other  forms 
of  support  are  simply  beyond  the  mandate  of  the  agency." 

Tarness  has  said  the  sundance  would  be  for  educational  purposes  and  that 
modern  Shoshone  on  the  Wind  River  Indian  Reservation  do  not  respect 
traditional  religion. 

Tarness  is  a spiritual  leader  who  plans  one  of  the  Shoshone  sundances 
held  in  and  around  Fort  Washakie  each  summer. 

Tarness  has  said  the  oral  history  of  the  Shoshone  contains  many 
references  to  the  Tetons  and  the  sundances  held  in  there  since  the  earliest 
times . 

Officials  reviewed  other  possible  sites  but  none  was  acceptable,  said 
park  assistant  superintendent  Steve  Iobst. 

Tribal  members  were  mixed  on  the  park  proposal,  with  some  saying  the 
location  was  not  traditional. 

"This  was  not  something  they  were  going  to  condone  or  not  condone,"  Iobst 
said.  "The  tribal  council  did  not  want  to  get  in  the  position  of 
sanctioning  a sundance." 

A sundance  involves  a four-day  vision  quest  of  fasting  and  purification. 
<+>=<+> 
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The  Chiefs  of  Treaties  Six,  Seven  and  Eight  assembled  in  Tsuu  T'ina  First 
Nation  this  week  have  unanimously  endorsed  a resolution  calling  on  the 
federal  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  to  honour  a 1981  agreement  with  the 
Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  to  reimburse  the  Lubicons  for  social  assistance 
provided  to  their  members  and  to  discipline  senior  Indian  and  Northern 
Affairs  Canada  officials  for  "trying  to  tear  Lubicon  society  apart." 

A copy  of  that  resolution  follows. 

Similar  resolutions  from  other  aboriginal  and  non-aboriginal  organizations 
would  help  make  it  clear  to  the  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  that  ongoing 
attempts  to  undermine  settlement  negotiations  by  senior  INAC  officials 
working  with  the  Alberta  Government  will  not  go  unnoticed  or  unopposed. 
+++++++++++++++++++++ 

RESOLUTION  #4 

CONCERNING  THE  LUBICON  LAKE  INDIAN  NATION 

WHEREAS  the  participating  Treaty  Chiefs  of  Alberta  met  in  assembly  in  Tsuu 
T'ina  First  Nation  on  Duly  4th,  5th  and  6th,  and  have  declared  their  desire 
to  unite  in  support  and  cooperation  amongst  each  other;  and 

WHEREAS  in  1981,  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Dohn  Munro  agreed  that  the  federal 
government  would  reimburse  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  for  provision  of 
certain  basic  services,  including  social  services,  despite  the  lack  of 


settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights  and  a recognized  Lubicon  reserve;  and 


WHEREAS  in  1991  the  Alberta  government  and  the  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs 
Canada  negotiated  a social  services  funding  agreement  providing  that  the 
Alberta  government  will  provide  social  services  to  Indians  "not  ordinarily 
residing  on  a Reserve";  and 

WHEREAS  the  Lubicon  people  were  not  consulted  about  this  1991  social 
services  funding  agreement  and  have  never  agreed  to  the  Alberta  government 
providing  Lubicon  members  with  social  services;  and 

WHEREAS  the  1991  agreement  specifically  applies  to  "Treaty  Seven  and  Treaty 
Eight  Indian  First  Nations,  Tribes,  and  Bands  only"  and  the  Lubicon  Lake 
Indian  Nation  is  not  a signatory  or  party  to  either  Treaty  Seven  or  Treaty 
Eight;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  does  not  have  recognized  Reserve 
lands  to  ordinarily  reside  on  or  off,  but  rather  retains  aboriginal  land 
rights  over  unceded  Lubicon  Territory  and  is  still  trying  to  negotiate  a 
settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights  with  Canadian  governments;  and 

WHEREAS  the  Alberta  government  and  the  Department  of  Indian  and  Northern 
Affairs  Canada,  are  now  trying  to  use  the  1991  social  services  funding 
agreement  to  tear  Lubicon  society  apart  and  subvert  Lubicon  land 
negotiations  by  forcing  members  to  join  another  First  Nation  or  go  begging 
to  the  Alberta  government  for  subsistence  welfare  to  feed  their  families; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Alberta  Chiefs  in  assembly  demand  that 
the  Minister  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada: 

1.  Honour  the  1981  agreement  to  reimburse  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 
for  social  assistance  provided  to  Lubicon  members  wherever  they  reside, 
pending  settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights;  and 

2.  Take  immediate  disciplinary  action  against  the  senior  INAC  officials 
working  in  concert  with  the  Alberta  Government  to  subvert  Lubicon  land 
rights  by  trying  to  use  the  1991  social  services  funding  agreement  to  tear 
Lubicon  society  apart;  and 

3.  Direct  all  appropriate  government  officials  support  the  settlement  of 
Lubicon  land  rights;  and 

4.  The  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  will  implement  and  administer  the 
responsibility  and  obligations  of  this  resolution. 

Moved  by:  Grand  Chief  Frank  Halcrow 

Seconded  by:  Chief  Roy  Whitney  & Grand  Chief  Eric  Gadwa 
FOR:  28 
AGAINST:  0 
ABSTAIN:  0 
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NEWS  RELEASE 
Attention  News  Editors, 

National  Desk,  Political  Reporters: 

Time  to  walk  away  from  land  claim  and  treaty  talks  - Marilyn  Buffalo  says 
OTTAWA,  Duly  8,  2000  — A top  candidate  for  National  Chief  of  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations  is  calling  on  Native  leaders  to  join 
together  in  solidarity  in  the  fight  to  protect  Aboriginal  Rights  in 
Canada . 

On  the  eve  of  the  Annual  General  Assembly  in  Ottawa,  Marilyn  Buffalo, 
a member  of  the  Samson  Cree  Nation  said  one  of  the  key  challenges 


facing  Native  leaders  is  the  fight  to  stop  the  Minister  of  Indian 
Affairs  from  using  bullying  tactics  in  his  efforts  to  push  them 
around . 

Buffalo  was  responding  to  Robert  Nault's  flat  rejection  of  any  change 
to  Canada's  comprehensive  claims  policy  which  First  Nations  say  is 
disrespectful  of  the  wishes  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's 
Delgamuukw  decision  that  affirmed  Aboriginal  Title. 

One  of  the  critical  issues  that  have  stalled  negotiations  across  the 
country  is  Canada's  demand  for  extinguishment  of  that  title.  "The 
situation  is  getting  worse,  but  here  we  have  the  Indian  Affairs 
minister  telling  us  the  policy  is  good  enough,  and  current  negotiation 
processes  are  adequate.  How  fair  is  it  for  him  to  try  to  bully  us  by 
dictating  the  rules  of  negotiations  while  claiming  we  are  equal 
partners?  He  is  negotiating  in  bad  faith",  said  Buffalo. 

First  Nations,  including  Mi'kmaq,  Algonquin,  the  British  Columbia 
First  Nations  Summit,  the  Interior  Alliance  of  First  Nations  in  BC, 
and  the  Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs  all  believe  the  Government  of  Canada 
is  not  heeding  the  Supreme  Court's  direction.  They  have  demanded 
meaningful  change  to  the  claims  policy,  but  the  government  won't  budge 
an  inch.  In  fact,  Nault  has  rejected  a proposed  review  of  the  policy. 

"If  the  Government  of  Canada  refuses  to  respect  the  Supreme  Court  and 
ignores  its  legal  decisions,  then  what  choice  do  we  have?",  asked 
Buffalo.  "I  believe  it  is  time  to  walk  away  from  all  land  claim  and 
treaty  talks  across  Canada,  until  the  policy  is  changed,"  she  said  in 
a warning  aimed  squarely  at  Prime  Minister  Chretien  and  his  Indian 
Affairs  minister. 

Buffalo  lauded  First  Nation  Chiefs  for  embracing  their  traditions  to 
gather  their  courage  in  order  to  build  a stronger,  unified  voice  to 
meet  the  challenge  to  create  change. 

For  further  information:  Marilyn  Buffalo  (613)  223-6133 
E-Mail:  infocom@pro.net 
Web  Site:  Marilyn 
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Tribe  a Step  Closer  to  Recognition  by  U.S.  Agency  Courts: 

Judge  sets  deadline  for  completion  of  review  of  Muwekma  Ohlones'  petition. 
From  Associated  Press 

WASHINGTON- -The  San  Francisco  Bay  area's  Muwekma  Ohlone  Indians  are  one 
step  closer  to  victory  in  their  long-running  battle  to  gain  federal 
recognition . 

U.S.  District  Judge  Ricardo  Urbina  has  given  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  until  July  28  to  schedule  completion  of  its  review  of  the  tribe's 
membership  and  history. 

The  bureau  examines  genealogical,  historical  and  legal  records  of  tribes 
seeking  recognition.  Tribes  must  document  that  they  are  distinct  and  have 
been  represented  by  continuing  governments  throughout  their  history.  But 
the  process  is  widely  criticized:  Tribes  occasionally  wait  as  long  as  25 
years  for  decisions.  Even  the  bureau  has  acknowledged  that  a quicker 
system  could  be  implemented. 

The  Muwekma  case  provides  another  example  in  the  current  debate  in 
Congress  over  whether  to  remove  recognition  responsibilities  from  the 
bureau,  which  has  a backlog  of  200  cases  and  completes  an  average  of  1.3  a 
year.  Critics  complain  that  the  standards  are  subjective  and  ambiguous. 

"The  burden  of  proof  is  so  enormous  on  the  tribes,"  said  San  Jose  State 
lecturer  Alan  Leventhal.  "It  shouldn't  take  more  than  30  days  to  read  the 
materials  and  60  days  to  make  a decision.  Twenty  years  is  an  absurdity." 

Leventhal  helped  Muwekma  Ohlone  tribal  members  trace  their  history  and 


compile  4,000  pages  of  genealogical  records  and  other  documents  dating  to 
1773. 

The  tribe  sued  in  December,  asking  Urbina  to  force  the  bureau  to  decide 
the  case  within  a year  on  the  basis  of  the  tribe's  petition,  which  was 
filed  in  1995. 

Urbina,  who  called  delays  "extensive  and  unacceptable,"  refused  to  set  a 
deadline  for  a bureau  answer  because  of  concerns  that  the  case  could  hurt 
other  tribes  awaiting  recognition.  His  22-page  ruling,  based  on  written 
arguments  without  a hearing,  was  filed  Dune  30  and  announced  Friday  by  the 
tribe . 

Because  complaints  about  the  recognition  process  have  circulated  for 
years,  Muwekma  members  hope  the  decision  will  provide  ammunition  to  take 
the  review  process  away  from  the  bureau. 

"I  hope  this  helps  members  of  Congress  recognize  the  baptism  in  hell 
that  the  tribes  have  to  go  through,"  said  Rosemary  Cambra,  chairwoman  of 
the  Muwekma  tribal  council.  "We  have  to  keep  in  mind  that  justice  delayed 
is  justice  denied." 
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Fourth  celebrated,  while  tribal  rights  under  attack 
Lorie  Hutson  - Staff  writer 
The  Spokesman-Review 
7/5/2000 

Spokane  - Silver  bracelets  jangling,  Bea  Lackaff  used  a red  marker  to  make 
a statement  about  freedom  Tuesday  in  Riverfront  Park. 

Coloring  in  the  words  "Hands  off  tribal  sovereignty"  on  a white  placard, 
Lackaff  said  this  week's  news  that  the  Washington  state  Republican  Party  had 
passed  a resolution  supporting  the  abolishment  of  tribal  governments  was  on 
her  mind  as  Spokane  celebrated  the  Fourth  of  Duly  holiday. 

"If  they're  after  tribal  sovereignty,  then  who's  next?"  she  asked.  "Leave 
the  tribes  alone,  for  God's  sake." 

Despite  skies  that  threatened  rain  all  day,  Spokane  residents  crowded 
Riverfront  Park  for  music,  food  and  fireworks  at  the  Spokane  American  Music 
Festival . 

As  Lackaff  made  her  way  down  toward  the  stage,  the  band  acknowledged  her 
sign.  Native  American  singer  Dim  Boyd  led  his  band  in  a song  aimed  at  the 
GOP's  proposal. 

"This  is  a song  about  sovereignty,"  said  Boyd,  a member  of  the  Colville 
tribe.  "That's  what  the  day  is  about." 

The  festivities  were  punctuated  by  the  sounds  of  "snap  poppers"  hitting 
the  cement.  The  smell  of  popcorn  wafted  across  the  park.  Revelers  carried 
small  American  flags,  tucked  in  their  pockets  or  in  their  hats.  Politicians 
came  to  stump  for  the  upcoming  election. 

Relaxing  in  a lawn  chair  under  a rainbow  umbrella,  Clark  Houghton  said  he 
wasn't  taking  any  chances  with  the  weather. 

"We  just  prepared  for  it  all,"  he  said. 

His  brother's  family  brought  a tarp  they  spread  out  underneath  a blanket. 
Houghton  patted  another,  smaller  umbrella  he  brought  "just  in  case." 

Nick  and  Dames  Gordon  had  matching  patriotic  hairdos  in  honor  of  the 
holiday. 

"My  son  got  me,"  Dames  said,  lifting  his  hat  to  reveal  bright  red  hair 
and  scalp.  The  Gordons  have  celebrated  in  Riverfront  Park  for  the  past  four 
years . 

Nick,  who  also  sprayed  his  spiked  hair  red,  said  he  got  the  idea  for  the 
style  at  Monday's  Uncle  Sam  Dam.  His  patriotism  also  was  penned  on  his  arm: 
"Freedom  = the  Fourth  of  Duly." 


By  9 p.m.,  the  Klocks  had  backed  their  Lincoln  Navigator  into  a parking 
space  in  the  Sacred  Heart  Medical  Center  garage  for  a primo  view  of  the 
fireworks.  They  discovered  the  spot  overlooking  the  city  lights  about  five 
years  ago. 

Inside  the  open  back  door  of  the  Navigator,  Marilyn  Klock's  parents 
Harvey  and  Verna  Stueckle  were  settled  into  lawn  chairs,  blankets  covering 
their  laps  and  tucked  behind  their  heads.  The  Stueckles  moved  to  Spokane 
about  eight  months  ago  and  it  was  their  first  time  watching  from  the 
parking  garage. 

The  family  laughed  as  they  waited  for  the  fireworks  to  start,  recounting 
the  effort  to  get  the  Stueckles  boosted  into  their  seats. 

"I'm  80  years  old,"  Verna  said.  "I  hope  they  can  get  me  out  of  here.  It's 
funny  how  your  body  doesn't  bend  and  twist  like  it  should." 

Spectators  lined  the  parking  garage  by  the  time  the  fireworks  started. 

They  fell  silent  for  a moment  as  the  colorful  explosions  began,  then 
erupted  in  appreciative  "oohs"  and  "aahs." 

Spokane  County  Sheriff's  Office  spokesman  Dave  Reagan  said  the  holiday 
was  fairly  quiet.  No  serious  accidents  or  crimes  were  reported  by  Tuesday 
evening. 

"We're  not  even  particularly  busy  right  now,"  Reagan  said. 
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Dodd  Questions  Tribal  Recognition  Process 

By  BARBARA  NAGY 

c.  The  Hartford  Courant 

Duly  11,  2000 

A decision  by  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  override  staff 
recommendations  regarding  two  Connecticut  tribes  raises  "troubling" 
questions  and  is  grounds  for  postponing  a final  decision  on  federal 
recognition.  Sen.  Christopher  D.  Dodd,  D-Conn.,  said  Monday. 

He  said  a memo  written  by  Kevin  Gover,  head  of  the  BIA,  could  prove  what 
some  local  officials  have  long  maintained:  that  the  recognition  process  is 
flawed.  "There  are  dots  that  are  beginning  to  connect  here,"  Dodd  said. 

He  said  members  of  the  state's  congressional  delegation  would  meet  this 
week  to  decide  what  to  do  next.  Spokesmen  for  Sen.  Doseph  I.  Lieberman, 
D-Conn.,  and  Rep.  Sam  Gejdenson,  D-2nd  District,  said  they  hadn't  seen  the 
memo  and  couldn't  comment. 

No  one  is  suggesting  at  this  point  that  the  controversy  could  jeopardize 
federal  recognition  of  the  two  tribes  - the  Eastern  Pequots  and  Paucatuck 
Eastern  Pequots  - or  their  potential  plans  for  other  Connecticut  casinos. 

"I  think  it's  going  to  add  more  fuel  to  the  fire  about  the  debate,"  said 
North  Stonington  First  Selectman  Nicholas  Mullane. 

Carole  Goldberg,  a professor  at  the  University  of  California- Los  Angeles, 
found  Gover 's  memo  interesting  for  a completely  different  reason.  "It 
suggests  that  Gover  may  perceive  some  resistance  on  the  part  of  staff  to 
accepting  evidence  of  tribal  status,"  she  said. 

Dames  A.  Cunha  Dr.,  chief  of  the  Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequot  Indian  Tribal 
Nation,  said  in  a statement  that  the  tribe  would  welcome  a chance  to  prove 
it  meets  all  BIA  criteria  for  recognition.  A spokesman  for  the  Eastern 
Pequots  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

In  the  memo,  dated  March  16,  Gover  acknowledges  concerns  raised  by  BIA 
staff  about  whether  the  tribes  met  all  federal  criteria  for  recognition.  But 
he  goes  on  to  say  that  their  long  histories  make  it  reasonable  to  infer  that 
they  have  always  existed  as  organized  political  and  social  entities. 

A week  later,  the  Department  of  the  Interior  issued  a preliminary  decision 
favoring  recognition  of  the  tribes,  which  share  a reservation  in  North 


Stonington.  The  leadens  of  North  Stonington,  Preston  and  Ledyard  objected 
and  accused  the  government  of  relaxing  its  standards.  The  state's 
congressional  delegation  has  asked  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  for  an 
explanation . 

On  Monday,  Cunha  noted  that  the  BIA's  finding  was  preliminary  and  said 
Gover  had  full  discretion  to  make  the  decision  about  recognition. 
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Old,  obscure  treaty  allows  O'odham  cop  to  be  certified 
By  Amanda  Flalligan 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Russ  E.  Dock,  the  officer  whose  future  with  the  Tohono  O'odham  Police 
Department  was  uncertain  due  to  a citizenship  question,  received  word 
yesterday  that  he  has  been  granted  peace  officer  certification. 

In  October,  the  Arizona  Peace  Officer  Standards  and  Training  (POST) 

Board  notified  Dock,  26,  that  he  was  not  eligible  to  be  a peace  officer 
here  because  he  was  not  born  in  the  United  States  and  had  not  been 
naturalized.  Dock  is  a member  of  the  Saint  Regis  Mohawk  Nation  straddling 
New  York  state  and  Canada. 

But  the  Day  Treaty  of  1794,  signed  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  allows  natives  of  the  area  where  Dock  was  born  to  travel  between 
Canada  and  the  United  States  and  live  and  work  where  they  chose. 

A letter  signed  by  Thomas  D.  Hammarstrom,  executive  director  of  the 
Arizona  POST,  said  the  state  board  decided  at  its  Dune  21  meeting  to  grant 
Dock  his  certification. 

"The  board  specifically  found  that  tribal  sovereignty  is  not  a basis  for 
waiving  any  of  its  minimum  qualifications  for  certification.  . . . However, 
the  board  also  found  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  waive  the  citizenship 
requirement  because  Mr.  Dock  is  a citizen  for  purposes  of  the  POST 
statute,"  the  letter  states. 

Dock  said  he  was  pleased  with  the  decision.  "It's  refreshing  to  know 
they  honored  this,  because  it  was  an  issue  very  important  to  native  people 
dealing  with  a 200-year-old  treaty.  I think  they  made  the  right  decision," 
he  said. 

Dock  was  hired  by  the  Tohono  O'odham  Police  Department  in  1999,  though 
he  was  not  yet  certified  as  a peace  officer  in  Arizona. 
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Court  ruling  may  mean  'millions'  to  Alabama-Coushatta 

By  DAMES  KIMBERLY 

Copyright  2000  Houston  Chronicle 

As  American  Indian  nations  go,  the  Alabama  and  Coushatta  probably 
have  one  of  the  smallest  on  the  map. 


Dust  half  of  the  tribe's  1,012  citizens  live  on  a 4,600-acre 
reservation  two  hours  northeast  of  Houston  off  U.S.  59. 

But  it  could  be  bigger.  In  fact,  according  to  a recent  federal  court 
ruling,  it  should  be  much,  much  bigger. 

After  17  years  of  litigation,  a three-judge  panel  of  the  U.S.  Court 
of  Claims  finally  ruled  that  2.8  million  acres  of  East  Texas  pine 
forest  was  stolen  from  the  Alabama  and  Coushatta  Indians  by  European 
settlers . 

"The  ruling  was  very  important  to  the  nation,"  tribal  administrator 
Doseph  Bergen  said.  "They  were  elated." 

The  case  is  about  much  more  than  patriotism  and  bragging  rights.  The 
split  decision  by  the  court  also  cited  the  U.S.  government  for 
failing  to  protect  the  Indians'  rights. 

Unless  the  Dustice  Department  asks  the  court  to  reconsider  its 
ruling,  as  it  did  in  a 1996  decision,  the  court  now  will  decide  how 
much  money  the  Indians  should  be  compensated  for  the  lost  land. 

The  Dustice  Department  is  currently  reviewing  the  court  of  claims 
opinion  and  hasn't  decided  whether  it  will  ask  the  court  to 
reconsider,  said  Patricia  Weiss,  an  attorney  with  the  federal  agency. 

Lawyers  for  the  tribe  --  and  there  are  six  of  record  --  said  the 
Alabama  and  Coushatta  will  ask  the  court  to  reimburse  them  for 
timber,  oil,  natural  gas  and  land  they  never  got  to  sell  in  a vast 
tract  from  the  Louisiana  border  to  north  of  Houston. 

"We  have  experts  calculating  those  figures,"  said  Austin  Attorney 
Alan  Minter.  "It's  potentially  a huge  sum.  I don't  know  how  large 
yet.  It  is  into  the  millions." 

If  other  similar  cases  are  any  indication,  it  could  be  many  millions. 

In  1994,  the  Catawba  Indians  settled  their  land  dispute  claim  against 
the  federal  government  and  South  Carolina  for  $90  million,  according 
the  Boulder,  Colo. -based  Native  American  Rights  Fund. 

Federal,  state  and  local  governments  put  $50  million  in  trust  funds 
to  pay  for  land  acquisition,  economic  development,  elder  care  and 
individual  payments  to  tribe  members.  The  remainder  of  the  settlement 
came  in  the  form  of  services  and  in-kind  contributions  from  federal 
and  local  units  of  government. 

Over  the  past  20  years,  the  government  has  settled  about  a dozen 
similar  claims,  said  Don  Miller,  lead  counsel  for  the  Alabama  and 
Coushatta  and  an  attorney  with  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund. 

The  crux  of  the  Alabama  and  Coushatta  lawsuit  can  be  found  in  federal 
common  law  recognition  of  aboriginal  land  rights. 

The  rights  are  established  by  the  long-term  and  exclusive  use  of  a 
piece  of  land  by  a native  people.  In  this  case,  it  is  the  Alabama  and 
Coushatta  tribe,  which  migrated  from  what  is  now  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  around  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  Miller  said. 

Those  aboriginal  land  rights  can  be  extinguished  only  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  either  through  a treaty  with  the  tribe  or  a simple 
resolution.  Neither  was  done  with  the  Alabama  and  Coushatta,  Miller 
said . 

Since  the  Indians'  ownership  rights  were  never  severed,  the  federal 
government  had  a duty  to  protect  them,  the  court  of  claims  found. 

In  1954,  Congress  turned  over  trusteeship  of  the  tribe  to  the  state 
of  Texas.  The  key  issue  in  the  case  is  what  the  tribe  is  owed  for 
those  109  years  from  1845,  when  Texas  became  a state,  until  1954  when 
the  federal  government  should  have  been  protecting  the  tribe's  rights 
but  wasn't. 

Miller  said  the  claims  court  ruling  gives  the  tribe  strong  legal  and 
moral  grounds  for  demanding  compensation  from  the  federal  government. 

"There  has  been  a recognition  of  the  fact  that  this  was  Indian  land 
wrongfully  taken  away  and  it  puts  the  burden  squarely  on  the  federal 
government  and  the  state  of  Texas  to  make  things  right,"  he  said. 

It  may  be  some  time  still  before  any  such  compensation  is  paid. 

Unless  Congress  decides  to  settle  the  case,  the  amount  of  money  owed 
the  tribe  also  must  be  litigated  before  the  court  of  claims.  The 
court's  decisions  then  must  be  forwarded  to  Congress  for  action. 

Miller  said  he  is  confident  that  the  Alabama  and  Coushatta  will  get 


some  compensation. 

It  was  a 1983  special  resolution  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
that  enabled  the  tribe  to  file  the  lawsuit  in  the  first  place,  so  it 
is  unlikely  Congress  would  just  ignore  the  court's  findings,  he  said. 
"They've  never  ignored  one  before,"  he  said. 

If  the  tribe  is  forced  to  wait  a long  time  for  a final  answer  to  the 
dispute,  they  are  well  practiced  for  it.  The  Alabama  and  Coushatta 
began  their  quest  for  recognition  of  land  rights  before  the 
now-defunct  Indian  Claims  Commission  in  1967. 

A court  ruling  bumped  their  claim  from  the  commission  in  1972,  and 
they  spent  the  next  11  years  lobbying  for  the  special  resolution  so 
they  could  file  their  lawsuit,  Minter  said. 

The  Alabama  and  Coushatta  are  hoping  they  will  be  compensated  for  the 
land.  The  tribe  is  in  such  need  of  money  that  it  is  considering 
opening  a casino  on  its  reservation  --  a move  that  would  surely  drag 
it  into  a fight  with  the  state  of  Texas,  which  prohibits  gaming. 

"We  don't  see  any  reason  why  we  can't  negotiate  a settlement  of  this 
case,"  said  Morris  Bullock,  chairman  of  the  tribal  council.  "It's 
gone  on  too  long  already." 

"RE : Potawatomi's  Rupnicki  Incensed  at  Fund-Raiser  Ruse"  
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Now  she  may  quit  joining  the  state  of  Kansas  to  keep  us  off  the  BIA  list. 

She  should  also  quit  joining  the  state  in  an  attempt  to  keep  the  Wyandottes 
from  building  a casino  in  Kansas  City  Kansas. 

You  all  need  to  talk  to  Chief  Bearskin  (Wyandottes)  about  this  subject. 

Or  how  she  would  like  to  close  Indian  owned  business  down  that  operate  on 
their  reservation. 

3im  Oyler,  Principal  Chief 
United  Tribe  of  Shawnee  Indians 
A United  States  Treaty  tribe. 
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Potawatomi's  Rupnicki  incensed  at  'fund-raiser  ruse' 

By  Mary  Pierpoint 
Today  staff 

Mary  Pierpoint  Indian  Country  Mamie  Rupnicki  snubbed  at  recent  Democratic 
fund  raiser 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.  - Tribal  leaders  from  around  the  country  jumped  on  planes 
and  into  cars  to  travel  to  Phoenix  to  meet  with  President  Clinton. 

Many  believed  it  would  be  the  first  time  a real  dialog  between  governments 
would  take  place.  Instead,  they  found  money  was  the  only  issue  in  which 
organizers  of  the  president's  trip  to  Phoenix  were  interested,  $5,000  from 
each . 

Mamie  Rupnicki,  chairwoman  of  the  Prairie  Band  of  Potawatomi,  was  among 
tribal  leaders  contacted  by  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Association  meeting 
with  President  Clinton. 

Rupnicki  was  excited  at  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  get  issues  on  the 
table.  Her  plan  and  that  of  other  tribal  leaders  was  to  let  President 
Clinton  know  what  life  was  really  like  in  Indian  country.  But  after  flying 
to  Phoenix,  her  excitement  turned  into  anger.  What  Rupnicki  thought  would 
be  an  actual  dialog  between  governments  turned  out  to  be  a ruse  to  get 
money  from  her  tribe,  at  a Democratic  fundraiser.  The  price  for  Rupnicki  to 
talk  to  President  Clinton  was  $5,000  a plate  for  a chicken  dinner. 

Rupnicki  flatly  refused  to  pay  the  $5,000,  although  she  eventually  was 
allowed  to  attend  the  luncheon.  She  described  her  treatment  as 
disrespectful  and  shameful.  For  almost  an  hour,  Rupnicki  had  to  wait 


outside  the  room  at  the  Ritz-Canleton  while  organizers  tried  to  decide  what 
to  "do  with  her. " 

"It  was  a big  old  dog  and  pony  show.  Whoever  facilitated  this  function  did 
a lousy  job.  I had  a hell  of  a time  getting  in.  I told  that  guy  if  I was  a 
governor  or  something  and  decided  I was  going  to  be  there,  that  door  would 
have  been  thrown  open  wide,  but  as  Indian  leaders  we  don't  get  the  respect 
that  we  should  get.  It  was  blatant,  blatant  disrespect,"  Rupnicki  said. 

"They  have  talked  to  the  blacks,  they  talk  to  Hispanics,  they  talk  to 
women's  groups,  they  talk  to  the  unions,  but  they  won't  talk  to  the  tribal 
leaders.  They've  never  really  met  with  the  tribes  on  a whole  to  sit  down 
and  really  talk  about  our  issues  that  we've  got. 

"The  only  time  they  ever  come  to  tribes  is  when  they  want  money.  The  money 
that  they  raise  from  here  is  just  for  the  ad  campaigns  that  they  are  going 
to  put  on  television. 

"It  took  them  damn  near  an  hour  to  get  me  into  this  meeting,  and  my  name 
was  supposed  to  be  on  a list.  It  was  absolutely  chaotic." 

Rupnicki,  who  had  been  called  away  from  a busy  schedule,  called  the  whole 
trip  nothing  but  a waste  of  time  and  money. 

Courtland  Coleman,  executive  director  of  the  Democratic  National  Committee 
in  Arizona,  said  the  state  party  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  fund-raising 
luncheon  and  that  he  was  alarmed  at  the  way  tribal  leaders  had  been  treated. 

"The  fund-raising  aspect  of  the  luncheon  is  something  that  we  were  not  in 
anyway  associated  with  - the  state  party  - this  was  done  by  the  Democratic 
National  Committee.  However,  I would  like  to  formally  apologize  for  the 
behavior  and  the  miscommunication . " 

Coleman  said  he  believed  the  letter  sent  to  tribal  leaders  by  the  National 
Indian  Gaming  Association  was  misleading  and  made  him  uncomfortable.  "It  is 
still  not  very  clear  in  my  opinion  what  the  details  are  ...  it  really  reads 
just  like  a straight  invitation.  Like  kind  of  'come  out  to  Phoenix  and  we'd 
love  to  sit  down  and  talk  about  some  of  these  issues.'  It  isn't  very  clear 
that  a contribution  is  required  to  attend." 

He  added  he  believes  he  can  understand  why  tribal  leaders  thought  they 
would  have  a meeting  with  the  president.  "I  think,  because  for  the  last 
eight  years,  American  Indians  have  had  a good  listener  in  President 
Clinton,  probably  a better  listener  than  they  have  ever  had  as  far  as 
United  States  presidents  goes,  I think  it  is  a very  reasonable  expectation 
to  believe  that  if  you  are  invited  to  a luncheon  with  the  president  that 
you  will  have  a few  minutes  to  speak  with  him  and  discuss  issues  that  are 
important  to  you . " 

"We  work  with  our  Arizona  tribes  on  a daily  basis  and  we  have  very  good 
relations  there,"  he  said  of  the  state  party  organization.  "This  is  not 
something  we  would  have  done,  a faux  pas  like  this. 

"It  leaves  me  with  a certain  feeling  of  uneasiness  that  that  was  sent  out 
and  it  wasn't  made  clear  exactly  what  was  expected  and  that  there  were 
these  bad  feelings  left  with  these  tribal  leaders,"  Coleman  said. 

Rupnicki,  still  stinging  from  her  treatment,  challenged  both  George  W. 

Bush  and  Vice  President  A1  Gore  to  meet  with  tribal  leaders  and  to  remember 
that  there  are  many  small  tribes  throughout  the  United  States  which  are 
forgotten  by  the  candidates. 

Rupnicki  urges  all  tribes  to  get  out  and  vote  to  let  the  presidential 
candidates  know  smaller  tribes  can  come  up  with  a political  voice.  "I'll 
invite  them  right  here  to  come  and  talk  to  us  in  Kansas." 

Mary  Pierpoint  reports  from  the  Southern  Great  Plains  (Oklahoma-Kansas) . 
She  can  be  reached  at  785-665-3027.  Email  Ozhorse@aol.com. 
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MILWAUKEE  (AP)  --  An  Environmental  Protection  Agency  attorney  accused  of 
falsifying  documents  during  federal  civil  proceedings  in  Wisconsin  has 
pleaded  guilty  to  a misdemeanor  charge  of  contempt  of  court,  Justice 
Department  officials  said.  Marc  M.  Radell,  41,  could  face  up  to  six  months 
in  prison  and  up  to  $5,000  in  fines  when  he  is  sentenced  in  September, 
officials  said  Tuesday. 

Radell  and  another  EPA  employee,  Claudia  Johnson,  were  indicted  in  August 
1999  on  federal  charges  of  obstruction  of  justice,  conspiracy  to  obstruct 
justice  and  perjury.  Johnson  has  since  died,  the  Justice  Department  said. 

The  two  allegedly  falsified  and  backdated  documents  to  support  EPA 
decisions  in  1996  granting  authority  to  three  Wisconsin  Indian  tribes  to 
regulate  water  standards  their  reservations. 

The  state  of  Wisconsin  sued  the  EPA  in  federal  court  over  the  decisions. 

The  agreements  with  the  tribes  --  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Chippewa  band,  the 
Oneida  tribe  and  the  Menominee  tribe  --  were  withdrawn. 

The  federal  case  was  dismissed  and  the  EPA  was  ordered  to  pay  Wisconsin 
and  other  parties  about  $369,000  in  legal  costs. 
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Phone  Plan  Insufficient,  American  Indians  Say 
Friday,  July  7,  2000 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

WASHINGTON  --  A new  government  plan  to  bring  tribal  areas  into  the 
21st  century  by  providing  cheap  basic  telephone  service  makes  a key 
first  step,  but  is  flawed  because  it  does  not  address  the  stark 
economic  realities  of  reservation  life,  tribal  and  telecommunications 
officials  said. 

A break  on  their  local  telephone  bill  does  little  to  help  tribes 
such  as  the  Navajo,  which  still  lacks  the  telephone  lines  to  reach 
many  tribal  members  on  the  reservation,  an  area  larger  than  West 
Virginia.  And  in  states  such  as  Montana,  where  some  reservations  are 
isolated  from  cities  and  jobs,  low-income  tribal  households  need  a 
break  on  their  long-distance  telephone  bill,  not  their  local  bill, 
officials  said. 

"It's  really  good  to  do  this,  but  you've  got  to  look  at  reality," 
said  Russell  Standing  Rock,  a member  of  Chippewa  Cree  tribal  council 
on  the  Rocky  Boy's  reservation  in  Montana. 

Most  Americans  take  telephone  service  for  granted.  But  on 
poverty-stricken  reservations,  particularly  in  the  West,  telephones 
remain  a luxury.  Only  47  percent  of  American  Indian  households  have 
telephones,  compared  with  a national  average  of  94  percent  of 
households,  according  to  the  Federal  Communications  Commission. 

On  the  Navajo  reservation,  which  is  the  largest  in  the  nation  and 
sprawls  across  parts  of  Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Utah,  only  22  percent 
of  households  had  telephones,  the  FCC  said. 

"You  essentially  have  Third  World  country  conditions  in  the 
world's  richest  nation,"  said  Manley  Begay,  a Navajo  who  is 
co-director  of  the  Harvard  University  Project  on  American  Indian 
Economic  Development. 

Begay  said  his  100-year-old  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Begay,  just 
got  her  first  telephone  on  the  reservation  last  year  and  only  because 
doctors  needed  to  monitor  her  heart  ailment. 

The  lack  of  telephone  service  has  crippled  economic  growth  on 
many  reservations,  he  said. 

The  FCC,  seeking  to  address  the  problem,  a month  ago  announced 
that  low-income  American  Indian  households  could  apply  for  federal 
aid  to  bring  their  basic  monthly  telephone  bill  down  to  as  low  as  $1. 


Tribal  members  can  also  apply  for  an  additional  $100  to  cover  the 
cost  of  the  telephone  connection. 

Under  the  federal  plan,  local  telephone  companies  receive  a 
subsidy  to  provide  the  low-cost  basic  service  each  month. 

The  aid  goes  into  effect  Oct.  1 and  would  be  paid  for  by  adding  a 
small  fee  on  the  long-distance  phone  bills  of  callers  across  the 
nation  --  about  a penny  on  a $25  bill. 

Up  to  300,000  American  Indian  households  should  benefit  from  the 
assistance,  FCC  Chairman  William  Kennard  said. 

But  Navajo  spokesman  Ray  Baldwin  Louis  said  such  assistance  will 
not  help  many  of  the  270,000  people  on  the  reservation.  It  can  cost 
too  much  --  about  $100,000  --  for  the  local  phone  company.  Citizens 
Communications,  to  run  telephone  lines  to  remote  tribal  areas,  Louis 
and  phone  company  officials  said. 

In  Montana,  Chippewa  Cree  tribal  members  must  pay  long-distance 
rates  to  make  calls  between  the  town  of  Box  Elder  on  the 
reservation's  western  edge  and  Rocky  Boy,  just  10  miles  away. 

One  reason  some  American  Indian  reservations  face  long-distance 
rates  lies  in  the  fact  that  there  are  not  enough  households  with 
telephones  for  state  regulators  to  justify  giving  the  area  more  local 
calling  price  breaks,  FCC  officials  said. 

Officials  at  Triangle  Telephone,  which  serves  the  Rocky  Boy's 
reservation  and  surrounding  area,  agree  that  high  long-distance 
telephone  bills  keep  many  American  Indians  from  getting  telephones. 

In  fact,  because  of  high  delinquency  rates,  the  company  charges 
customers  a deposit  fee  double  their  expected  monthly  long-distance 
bill  before  installing  telephone  service. 

FCC  officials  admit  their  aid  package  alone  will  not  put  a 
telephone  in  every  American  Indian  household. 

The  FCC  has  other  programs  to  bring  more  telephones  to  tribes.  For 
instance,  the  federal  government  is  offering  the  same  subsidy  to 
encourage  cellular  and  satellite  telephone  companies  to  offer  service 
to  reservations . 

Underground  cables  would  not  have  to  be  laid  to  provide  such 
wireless  technology. 

c.  Copyright  2000,  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune  All  material  found  on  Utah 
OnLine  is  copyrighted  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune  and  associated  news 
services.  No  material  may  be  reproduced  or  reused  without  explicit 
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Brothers  Attempt  To  Shape  Tribal  Revival 

By  LYN  BIXBY 

The  Flartford  Courant 

Duly  09,  2000 

In  1775,  a band  of  disillusioned  Indians  who  had  converted  to 
Christianity  left  Connecticut  and  headed  west.  They  wanted  to  establish  a 
sanctuary  free  of  European  influence  on  land  offered  to  them  by  the  Oneida 
Indians  in  central  New  York. 

They  came  from  a half-dozen  different  tribes  and  called  themselves  the 
Brothertown  Indians.  One  of  their  leaders  was  Samson  Occum,  a Mohegan  who 
had  raised  most  of  the  money  to  start  Dartmouth  College  only  to  watch  its 
founders  break  their  promise  of  a free  education  for  Indians. 

The  Brothertowns  did  not  find  peace  in  New  York.  They  were  under 
persistent  pressure  from  non-  Indians  to  sell  their  land,  and  by  1850  the 


last  of  them  had  moved  on,  many  to  Wisconsin  where  they  established 
another  Brothertown  community.  Some,  however,  lingered  in  the  East.  Their 
offspring  were  absorbed  into  the  society  they  had  tried  to  flee,  their 
Brothertown  identities  seemingly  lost  - until  now. 

Two  brothers  from  eastern  Connecticut  who  claim  Brothertown  lineage  - 
Ronald  "Thunderbolt"  Champlain  and  Maurice  "Storm"  Champlain  - say  they 
just  mailed  a petition  to  President  Clinton  declaring  the  re-emergence  of 
their  forgotten  tribe  and  asking  that  he  help  the  tribe  reclaim  100,000 
acres  of  New  York  land  owned  by  their  18th-century  ancestors.  In  doing  so, 
the  Champlains  have  added  their  names  to  a growing  list  of  people  who  are 
trying  to  cash  in  on  their  Native  American  heritage  in  the  21st  century. 

In  the  past  three  years,  federal  officials  have  received  42  letters  of 
intent  from  groups  petitioning  the  government  for  recognition  as  tribes  - 
four  of  them  from  Connecticut.  Recognition  makes  tribes  eligible  for 
federal  financial  assistance,  and  since  the  1988  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory 
Act,  also  allows  tribes  to  negotiate  with  states  to  build  casinos. 

The  Champlains  are  pursuing  an  unconventional  path,  attempting  to 
circumvent  the  federal  tribal  recognition  process  established  in  1978  by 
appealing  directly  to  the  president  to  reinstate  a relationship  they  say 
their  tribe  had  with  the  government  centuries  ago. 

Bracing  For  A Battle 

"We're  ready  to  go  to  war,"  said  Maurice  Champlain,  the  36-year-old 
vice-chief  and  designated  spokesman  for  his  tribe,  which  he  calls  the 
Brothertown  Indian  Nation  of  New  York. 

His  38-year-old  brother  is  chief,  and  they  use  "New  York"  to 
differentiate  their  group  from  the  Brothertown  Indians  of  Wisconsin,  who 
have  been  working  toward  federal  recognition  for  two  decades  and  are  still 
years  away  from  a decision. 

By  "war,"  Champlain  said  he  refers  to  an  anticipated  legal  battle  to 
reclaim  the  land  that  was  deeded  to  his  ancestors  in  1774  by  the  Oneida 
Indian  Nation. 

He  said  he  and  his  brother  are  well-prepared , having  devoted  much  of  the 
past  11  years  to  researching  their  genealogy  and  tribal  history  on  behalf 
of  their  120-  member  group.  He  declined  to  identify  their  law  firm  until 
after  the  lawsuit  and  petition  are  filed  and  said  they  are  talking  to 
potential  backers  to  bankroll  their  action.  But  there  seems  to  be  no 
shortage  of  entrepreneurs  willing  to  finance  tribal  recognition  efforts  on 
the  gamble  that  a casino  will  provide  a substantial  return  on  their 
investment . 

New  York  state  already  has  several  Indian  land  claims  pending,  including 
the  oldest  and  largest  in  the  eastern  United  States:  an  effort  by  the 
Oneidas  to  seek  compensation  for  250,000  acres  of  their  land  sold 
illegally  following  a 1794  treaty  signed  by  George  Washington.  The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruled  in  their  favor  in  1985,  but  negotiations  with  state 
officials  over  compensation  and  other  issues  have  not  gone  well.  A 
proposal  that  failed  this  spring  would  have  given  $500  million  to  the 
Oneidas,  who  operate  the  successful  Turning  Stone  Casino  about  30  miles 
east  of  Syracuse. 

"At  least  $200  million  of  that  $500  million  pot  is  our  money,"  Maurice 
Champlain  declared  in  an  interview.  He  said  the  money  belongs  to  his  group 
because  the  Oneida  land  claim  includes  the  100,000  acres  that  the  Oneidas 
deeded  to  the  Brothertowns  in  1774.  He  said  he  and  his  brother  had  tried 
to  contact  the  Oneidas  without  success. 

"They're  misinformed,"  Oneida  spokesman  Mark  Emery  said.  "The 
Brothertown  land  is  not  part  of  the  Oneida  land  claim  area." 

Told  of  the  Oneidas'  position,  Maurice  Champlain  acknowledged  that  his 
research  might  be  wrong.  "If  [the  Oneidas]  are  not  claiming  any  of  the 
original  100,000  acres,  then  we  were  totally  in  error,  and  we  must 
apologize,"  he  said.  But  he  said  his  tribe's  petition  to  the  president, 
which  was  mailed  Wednesday,  asks  that  Oneida  land-claim  negotiations  be 
put  on  hold  until  it  is  determined  whether  the  Brothertown  and  Oneida 
claims  overlap. 

The  Wisconsin  Brothertowns  were  caught  off-guard  when  they  discovered 
last  month  that  an  unknown  group  of  Brothertowns  was  conducting  meetings 


in  Connecticut.  Tribal  Chairwoman  Dune  Ezold  said  her  tribe  made  an 
inquiry,  and  Maurice  Champlain  responded  with  a phone  call. 

"He  said  they  were  going  to  go  for  the  New  York  land,"  she  recalled. 

"It's  nothing  wrong,  but  it's  all  very  surprising.  It's  interesting  that 
they  are  chief  and  vice-chief  because  we  don't  have  chiefs  in  our  tribe." 

An  Amalgamated  Tribe 

The  Brothertown  Indians  formed  in  the  1770s  as  a diverse  group,  drawing 
members  from  tribes  in  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  New  York. 

Samson  Occum  was  the  best  known,  but  Maurice  Champlain  said  the  original 
Brothertowns  had  two  other  leaders,  Doseph  Dohnson,  also  a Mohegan,  and 
David  Fowler  from  the  Montauk  tribe  on  Long  Island. 

Occum,  who  was  educated  at  a school  in  Lebanon  run  by  Eleazer  Wheelock, 
lived  among  the  Montauks  from  1740  to  1760  as  a schoolmaster,  minister  and 
judge  and  then  took  on  a similar  missionary-type  role  with  the  Oneidas. 

In  1765,  at  age  42,  he  sailed  from  Boston  for  a two-year  trip  to  England 
and  Scotland  where  he  delivered  more  than  300  sermons  and  raised  what  was 
considered  an  enormous  sum  of  money  - 12,000  pounds  - for  a school  for 
Indians . 

His  immediate  relatives  were  destitute  when  he  got  back  from  England, 
despite  Wheelock's  promise  to  take  care  of  them.  The  money  Occum  raised 
was  used  to  build  Dartmouth,  but  the  school  did  not  match  his  vision. 
Dartmouth  was  founded  by  Wheelock  in  1769  to  educate  Indian  and  English 
youth,  but  the  emphasis  quickly  shifted  away  from  Indians. 

Occum' s association  with  the  Oneidas  enabled  the  fulfillment  of  his 
subsequent  dream  of  an  independent  Christian  Indian  community  in  New  York 
State,  though  it  was  short-lived.  He  died  in  1792,  before  the  residents  of 
Brothertown  were  pushed  out  of  central  New  York. 

Maurice  Champlain  said  his  Brothertown  ancestors  moved  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  also  was  raised.  He  said  his  mother  is  a Micmac  Indian  and  his 
father  is  Narragansett,  Pequot  and  Mohegan.  He  said  his  grandfather,  who 
died  in  1985,  told  the  family  about  the  Brothertown  culture  and  took  him 
and  his  brother  to  Oneida  County.  "I  remember  him  telling  us  this  was  our 
land,"  he  said. 

He  said  he  and  his  brother  have  been  living  in  the  Norwich-New  London 
area  for  the  past  decade  while  researching  and  preparing  for  the  revival 
of  their  tribe  because  they  have  family  in  eastern  Connecticut  as  well  as 
about  three  dozen  members  of  their  tribe.  The  five-member  tribal  council 
has  been  meeting  regularly  in  New  London.  He  said  he  supports  the 
Wisconsin  Brothertowns,  who  have  2,400  members,  in  their  bid  for  federal 
recognition,  and  "we  hope  they  support  us." 

The  Brothertowns  are  known  as  an  amalgamated  tribe  because  members  were 
drawn  from  other  tribes.  Three  of  the  tribes  whose  members  made  up  the 
original  Brothertown  group  have  been  federally  recognized  - the 
Narragansetts  in  Rhode  Island  and  the  Mohegans  and  Mashantucket  Pequots  in 
Connecticut . 

The  Mashantucket  Pequots  and  the  Mohegans  own  two  of  the  largest  casinos 
in  the  world. 

Champlain  acknowledged  that  a casino  is  probably  in  the  Brothertowns ' 
future  if  his  tribe  is  successful  in  its  recognition-land  claim  effort. 

But  he  insisted  that  his  group  is  primarily  motivated  by  "a  wrong  that 
needs  to  be  corrected"  - the  illegal  confiscation  of  its  New  York  land 
centuries  ago. 
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Weber  County  sheriff's  deputies  arrested  an  Ogden  man  Saturday  after 
allegedly  confiscating  nearly  10  pounds  of  peyote  and  $11,000  in  cash  from  a 
religious  ceremony  the  man  was  hosting  in  a multicolored  tepee  in  the  back 
yard  of  his  home. 

Police  interviewed  nearly  25  people  in  attendance  at  the  ceremony,  which 
was  broken  up  after  deputies  received  a report  from  a woman  who  said  she  had 
been  at  a peyote  and  mushroom  gathering  in  Ogden  Canyon.  The  woman  also  told 
police  she  had  left  her  purse  at  the  tepee. 

The  arrested  man  reportedly  told  investigators  that  he  had  a right  to 
conduct  the  ceremony  as  an  American  Indian  religious  leader.  Police  said  he 
was  unable  to  provide  them  proof  that  he  had  authorization  for  such  a 
ceremony  from  the  federal  government. 

Police  also  confiscated  what  appeared  to  be  eagle  feathers,  condor 
feathers  and  the  skull  of  a bear.  The  items  were  turned  over  to  an  official 
with  the  state  Division  of  Wildlife  Resources. 

A total  of  at  least  3,500  peyote  buttons  were  taken  after  the  man 
reportedly  gave  police  permission  to  search  his  house. 

No  one  else  was  arrested  in  the  incident. 

Peyote,  also  called  the  mescal-button,  is  a small  desert  cactus  that 
gives  users  an  intense  hallucinatory  experience  when  ingested.  Within  the 
United  Sates  it  is  illegal  for  use  by  anyone  other  than  members  of  the  Native 
American  Church,  a pan-Indian  religious  movement  that  originated  in  the 
1880s. 

The  tops  of  the  peyote  button  contain  mescaline,  an  alkaloid  drug.  Peyote 
grows  primarily  in  Mexico,  where  it  was  used  by  pre-Columbian  American 
Indians  as  a medicine  and  to  induce  supernatural  visions  in  religious 
ceremonies . 

--  Kevin  Cantera 
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Manitoba  Eagle  Feathers 

WINNIPEG  --  A U-S  law  to  protect  endangered  birds  has  some  Manitoba 
Aboriginal  people  so  hopping  mad  they're  shouting  religious  persecution. 

Today,  protesters  plan  to  break  the  law  to  make  a statement  they  feel  the 
law  threatens  their  aboriginal  spiritual  identity. 

Protesters  in  full  regalia  will  gather  on  the  international  line  at 
Emerson  today  and  march  across  the  U-S  border  with  eagle  feathers  at  noon. 

Protest  spokesman  Terrence  Nelson  says  they  are  going  to  tell  Americans 
very  clearly  they  won't  abide  by  the  law. 

Permits  can  be  bought  by  native  Americans  so  they  can  travel  between 
Canada  and  the  U-S  with  parts  or  feathers  of  the  endangered  eagle  for 
spiritual  ceremonies. 

But  Nelson  says  that's  like  requesting  to  hold  a permit  so  a person  can 
pray. 

Nelson  likens  charging  Canadian  aboriginals  with  possession  of  eagle 
feathers  to  fining  a Christian  who  takes  a bible  over  the  border. 

He  says  eagle  feathers  are  used  in  many  aboriginal  ceremonies  throughout 
North  America. 
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Indians  object  to  eagle  permits 

Border  protest  fights  new  U.S.  system  for  sacred  eagle  feathers 
By  Steve  Foss 
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PEMBINA,  N.D.  --  In  a peaceful  border  demonstration,  Canadian  and 
American  Indians  strongly  objected  Tuesday  to  a new  U.S.  permit  system  for 
the  transport  of  eagle  feathers  and  paraphernalia. 

A group  of  about  40  Chippewa  --  mostly  Canadian  but  including  a handful 
from  Turtle  Mountain  --  walked  into  the  United  States  at  the  Pembina  Port  of 
Entry  early  Tuesday  afternoon.  Many  in  the  group  wore  traditional  dress, 
including  eagle  feathers,  eagle  bone  whistles  and  one  eagle-  head  staff. 

A U.S.  Customs  agent  waved  the  group  through,  even  though  bringing  such 
eagle  paraphernalia  into  or  taking  it  out  of  the  United  States  is  illegal  for 
Canadian  Indians.  The  group  then  turned  around  and  re-entered  Canada  through 
Canadian  Customs,  again  unimpeded. 

"This  will  be  nonconfrontational, " said  Wilf  Abigosis,  an  Anishinabe 
(Chippewa)  from  Broken  Head  Reserve  in  Manitoba,  before  the  demonstration. 
"We're  just  testing  the  policy  imposed  by  the  United  States  on  First  Nation 
people  in  Canada." 

Customs  officials  at  the  port  would  not  comment  on  why  they  waved  the 
protesters  through.  Terry  Nelson,  Anishinabe  from  Roseau  River  Reserve  in 
Manitoba  and  a protest  organizer,  said  he  phoned  customs  officials  on  Monday 
to  inform  them  of  the  protest.  He  said  they  told  him  the  demonstrators  would 
be  allowed  through  to  avoid  any  confrontation. 

"This  (protest)  is  about  awareness,  not  confrontation,"  Nelson  said. 

The  law 

For  decades,  the  Bald  and  Golden  Eagle  Protection  Act  banned  people  from 
bringing  eagles,  eagle  feathers  or  eagle  parts  into  or  taking  them  out  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  officials. 

The  ban  made  it  illegal  for  American  and  Canadian  Indians  to  transport 
eagle  parts  --  which  they  consider  sacred  --  across  U.S.  borders,  though 
service  officials  say  enrolled  tribal  members  have  been  able  to  possess  such 
parts  for  ceremonial  or  religious  purposes. 

In  September  1999,  the  federal  government  implemented  a permit  process 
called  Rule  22,  which  allows  enrolled  members  of  U.S.  tribes  recognized  by 
the  government  to  cross  U.S.  borders  with  eagle  parts.  The  rule  does  not 
include  Canadian  Indians,  known  as  First  Nations  in  Canada,  so  it  remains 
illegal  for  Canadian  Indians  to  cross  U.S.  borders  with  eagle  parts. 

Service  officials  acknowledged  that  enforcement  of  the  overall  ban  was 
inconsistent  before  Rule  22  was  implemented,  and  Indians  at  the  protest  said 
they'd  been  transporting  sacred  eagle  paraphernalia  into  the  United  States 
for  years,  and  customs  agents  never  checked  for  eagle  parts.  But  with  the  new 
rule  has  come  stricter  enforcement,  they  say. 

Nelson  said  he's  been  checked  and  lectured  on  the  law  since  Rule  22  was 
implemented,  and  that  others  have  been  fined.  Nelson,  one  of  the  protest's 
organizers,  said  the  rule  wasn't  much  of  a problem  last  year  because  it  was 
implemented  after  the  summer  powwow  and  sun  dance  season  was  over. 

Ron  Skates,  with  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  in  Bozeman,  Mont.,  said 
the  service  didn't  do  the  necessary  outreach  among  tribes  before  beginning  to 
enforce  Rule  22. 

"It  was  just  implemented,  and  that  was  a nightmare,  really,"  he  said. 

Skates  added  that  the  service  has  since  adopted  a temporary  policy  of 
education  rather  than  enforcement. 

Right  or  wrong? 

While  some  service  officials  see  Rule  22  as  an  opportunity  for  Indians, 
many  Indian  people  see  it  differently. 

Nelson  believes  the  new  rule  discriminates  against  First  Nation  people. 


who  cross  the  U.S. -Canadian  border  frequently  with  eagle  parts  for  powwows 
and  other  sacred  ceremonies.  But  he  said  the  rule  angers  many  American 
Indians  as  well  because  it  requires  them  to  get  a federal  permit  to  practice 
their  religion. 

That's  what  brought  Clark  Peltier  and  two  other  Turtle  Mountain  Chippewa 
from  Belcourt  to  the  protest.  Peltier  said  he's  written  letters  to  North 
Dakota's  congressional  delegation  protesting  Rule  22  on  the  grounds  that  it 
violates  freedom  of  religion  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution. 

"We've  come  to  walk  in  solidarity.  This  protest  will  open  a lot  of  eyes, 
even  with  our  own  people,"  he  said,  adding  that  many  Indians  didn't  know  much 
about  the  new  rule. 

Skates,  an  enrolled  member  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Lakota  in  South  Dakota 
as  well  as  a Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  employee,  stands  with  his  feet  in  both 
worlds . 

Skates  said  the  sale  of  eagle  feathers  --  which  is  illegal  --  can  bring 
$50  to  $100  each.  The  only  way  the  service  can  control  illegal  trafficking  is 
to  regulate  possession  and  transport,  he  said. 

"I'm  against  requiring  permits  to  " practice  religion,"  he  added. 

"Under  the  Religious  Freedom  Act  as  it  applies  to  Native  Americans,  we  have 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  those  things  without  being  licensed  or 
permitted . 

"As  a tribal  member,  I know  about  regulation  and  loss  of  rights  and 
sovereignty  issues.  But  if  we're  going  to  protect  our  (animal)  brothers  and 
sisters  out  there,  we're  going  to  have  to  do  something  like  (Rule  22).  The 
real  gist  of  the  rule  is  to  crack  down  on  abusers." 
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FARGO,  N.D.  (AP)  --  It  is  the  cases  he  lost  that  Lynn  Crooks  remembers 
most.  Even  years  later,  they  are  the  ones  --  not  the  big  victories  -- 
that  cause  him  to  shake  his  head. 

"You  don't  learn  a thing  from  the  cases  you  win,  " Crooks  says  with 
a slight  laugh,  rolling  an  empty  coffee  cup  between  his  palms. 

He  looks  down  at  his  cluttered  desk. 

"The  cases  you  lose,  " he  says.  " Those  are  the  ones  you  go  back  in  your 
mind  and  try  over  and  over  again." 

After  31  years  as  an  assistant  U.S.  attorney.  Crooks,  who  handled  two  of 
the  most  infamous  murder  trials  in  North  Dakota  and  hundreds  of  other 
cases,  plans  to  retire  next  year.  He  will  leave  a job  that  has  brought  him 
national  attention  and  respect,  as  well  as  a good  deal  of  criticism  and 
stress . 

"I  think  it'  s just  time,  " says  Crooks,  who  will  turn  59  this  month. 

A mild  heart  attack  two  years  ago  first  prompted  him  to  seriously 
consider  retirement.  He  held  off,  he  says,  because  the  timing  was 
never  right. 

For  those  who  work  with  him  and  count  on  his  legal  expertise,  there 
may  never  be  a good  time. 

"Lynn  is  simply  one  of  the  best  lawyers  in  the  state,  " says  U.S. 

Attorney  Dohn  Schneider,  Crooks'  boss  for  the  past  seven  years. 

"I  don'  t think  you'  11  find  much  disagreement  there." 

Crooks  grew  up  in  Hankinson  and  graduated  from  the  University  of  North 
Dakota  law  school  in  1965.  After  a short  stint  as  an  assistant  attorney 


general  for  North  Dakota,  he  went  to  work  as  an  assistant  U.S.  attorney 
in  1969. 

His  reputation  is  that  of  a studious,  thorough  lawyer,  known  for  an 
ability  to  quote  case  law  from  memory  and  for  his  exhaustive  knowledge 
of  federal  environmental  rules. 

While  much  of  his  work  has  been  representing  the  government  in  civil 
cases.  Crooks  gained  notoriety  from  his  prominent  role  in  the  prosecution 
of  Leonard  Peltier,  who  was  convicted  of  murdering  two  FBI  agents  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota  in  1975. 

Take  the  following  path  for  the  rest  of  the  story. . . . 
http: //www. start ribune . com/ stOnLine/cgi-bin/ article?thisSlug=0708BC-MN- -PROSE 
CUTO&date=08-3ul-2000&word=indian 

Keeper  of  "the  People's  Paths  home  page!" 
http: //www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /main index. html 
http://www.thePeoplesPaths.net/mainindex.html 

"RE : CNN  Interviews  Author  Harvey  Arden  on  Peltier"  

Date:  Sun,  9 3ul  2000  01:29:33  EDT 
From:  3TRoad@aol.com 

Sub j : CNN  interviews  Author  Harvey  Arden  on  Leonard  Peltier 

"I  could  wish,  with  a new  century  and  a new  millennium  coming,  that  today's 
FBI  would  cleanse  itself  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  1970s  and  at  least  stand 
back  and  allow  an  innocent  man  to  be  returned  to  his  People." 

-Harvey  Arden 

An  online  CNN  chat  with  author/editor  Harvey  Arden 
about  the  movement  to  free  Leonard  Peltier 
November  15,  1999... Web  posted  at:  4:00  p.m.  EDT 

(CNN)  --  Harvey  Arden,  author  of  Wisdomkeepers : Meetings  with  Native 
American  Spiritual  Elders,  Travels  in  a Stone  Canoe:  The  Return  to  the 
Wisdomkeepers,  and  Dreamkeepers : A Spirit-Iourney  into  Aboriginal 
Australia,  joined  CNN.com  for  a Book  Chat  on  Wednesday,  November  3,  1999. 

Mr.  Arden  is  also  the  editor  of  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sun  Dance, 
a book  written  by  Leonard  Peltier,  and  Noble  Red  Man:  Lakota  Wisdomkeeper 
Mathew  King.  The  following  is  an  edited  transcript  of  the  chat. 

Chat  Moderator:  Welcome,  Harvey  Arden. 

Harvey  Arden:  It's  an  honor  to  be  here.  Thank  you  so  much. 

Chat  Moderator:  Please  tell  us  about  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  my  Sun 
Dance,  by  Leonard  Peltier. 

Harvey  Arden:  It  is  a book  that  came  about  in  a very  unusual  way  in  my 
life.  I was  a writer  for  many  years  at  National  Geographic  magazine.  At 
the  end  of  those  years,  I wrote  books  about  Native  American  wisdom.  I 
wrote  a book  about  the  path  of  the  Wisdomkeepers,  the  spiritual  elders  of 
Native  America.  I never  dreamed  that  that  path  would  take  me  into 
Leavenworth  Prison,  but  so  it  happened.  My  book  Noble  Red  Man  mentions 
Leonard  in  passing.  It  shows  how  he  was  railroaded  with  the  others.  It 
tells  about  the  siege  of  Wounded  Knee  in  1973.  I sent  a copy  of  the  book 
Noble  Red  Man  to  Leonard  via  the  publisher  and  it  turned  out  that  he  was 
already  a fan  of  mine  from  the  stories  I had  written  in  National 
Geographic . 

About  2 1/2  years  ago  I asked  his  lobbyist,  Ron  Lessard,  in  Washington, 
whether  Leonard  had  ever  written  a book.  Ron  said,  "No,  why  don't  you 
write  him  a letter  about  it?"  And  I did,  suggesting  a book  of  more  of  a 
spiritual  than  a political  nature,  along  the  lines  of  Noble  Red  Man. 

Leonard  agreed  and  for  the  next  six  months  I gathered  together  all  of  his 
writings  from  his  bimonthly  journal,  "Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,"  as  well  as 
other  sources,  hoping  that,  as  an  editor,  I could  glean  from  those  enough 
of  his  really  beautiful  writing  to  make  a book. 

Alas,  I only  came  up  with  about  30  to  40  pages,  since  most  of  his 
statements  related  specifically  to  the  current  legal  dilemmas  and  hearings 
that  his  case  was  involved  in.  But  I did  pick  out  paragraphs  and 
sentences,  even  adjectives  that  seemed  worthy  of  being  in  a book.  Ron 
brought  them  to  Leonard,  since  I'm  not  allowed  to,  and  he  said  to  me,  and, 
when  I visited  him  the  next  day,  Leonard  told  me,  "One  mind,  Harvey,  one 


mind . " 

I knew  exactly  what  he  meant  because  he  and  I had  both  been  taught  by 
the  very  same  spiritual  elders  or  Wisdomkeepers,  as  I called  them  in  my 
first  book,  Wisdomkeepers . 

I can  honestly  say  that  I was  half  hoping  that  he  would  be  disappointed 
in  what  I had  brought  because  I was  getting  a little  spooked  by  the  human 
nastiness  that  seemed  involved  in  every  aspect  of  Peltier's  case.  I was 
spooked  especially  by  the  nastiness  of  a government  that  seemed  to  be 
hiding  its  own  misdeeds  by  attacking  and  imprisoning  Peltier  and  his 
supporters,  of  whom  I now  found  myself  one. 

Chat  Moderator:  Does  the  book  describe  the  incident  which  resulted  in 
Peltier's  imprisonment? 

Harvey  Arden:Yes,  it  does.  There  is  a whole  chapter  on  it.  And  this  is 
nothing  you  will  hear  about  from  the  FBI... how  an  eagle  flew  above  the 
heads  of  Leonard  and  those  he  was  trying  to  save  and  led  them  away  from 
the  cordon  of  crazed  lawmen  who  they  were  convinced  were  closing  in  to 
slaughter  them,  as  Custer's  cavalry  slaughtered  the  people  at  Wounded 
Knee  in  1890.  That  event  is  like  yesterday  to  Indian  people. 

Comment  from  Aurora:  Custer  died  in  1876. 

Harvey  Arden:It  was  Custer's  cavalry  that  did  the  massacre  in  1890,  long 
after  Custer's  death. 

Question  from  Suyeta:  Mr.  Arden,  don't  you  think  it's  more  than  a bit  odd 
that  FBI  agents,  members  of  the  official  U.S.  law  enforcement  arm,  have 
taken  out  these  newspaper  ads  opposing  Peltier's  release? 

Harvey  Arden:  I don't  know  if  it  is  odd.  I think  they  have  a right  to 
state  their  piece.  I don't,  however,  think  they  have  a right  to  intimidate 
newspapers  and  politicians  and  to  knowingly  distort  the  truth,  which  they 
do  their  best  to  conceal  from  the  American  people.  I could  wish,  with  a 
new  century  and  a new  millennium  coming,  that  today's  FBI  would  cleanse 
itself  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  1970s  and  at  least  stand  back  and  allow  an 
innocent  man  to  be  returned  to  his  People. 

Question  from  stream:  Do  you  think  that  your  book  will  force  a change? 

And  do  you  feel  safe? 

Harvey  Arden:  I think  that  I am  maybe  the  canary  down  in  the  mine  because 
the  FBI  has  not  intimidated  me  in  any  way.  There  is  a time  I thought  they 
would.  There  may  have  been  phone  calls  made  here  or  there  that  were  made 
to  intimidate  others  but  not  to  me  personally.  I think  the  FBI  would  like 
to  cleanse  itself  of  this  matter.  But  it  cannot  "betray"  its  old  agents 
who  acted  overzealously  at  the  very  darkest  time  of  the  cold  war,  when 
they  launched  illegal  assaults  on  supposedly  dissident  groups  like  Black 
Power,  the  Vietnam  movement,  and  the  so-called  Red  Power  movement 
represented  by  AIM,  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

Question  from  Fred:  Should  we  consider  a "Free  Leonard  Peltier"  march  on 
Washington? 

Harvey  Arden:  Certainly  consider  it.  I have  thought  often  about  a 
million-man  march  on  Washington  on  behalf  of  Peltier,  Mumia  Abu-Damal,  and 
other  political  prisoners.  But  our  media,  in  particular  the  newspaper 
media,  has  been  so  complicit  in  the  silence  on  Peltier  and  other 
political  prisoners,  that  I think  that  it  is  impossible  to  stage  such  a 
march.  We  don't  need  a march.  We  need  a prayer  to  President  Clinton  to 
give  his  heart  the  strength  to  withstand  the  flak  from  those  who  will 
undoubtedly  give  it  and,  with  a stroke  of  his  pen,  to  free  an  innocent 
man.  And  we  all  know  he  is  innocent,  including  the  FBI. 

Question  from  Lorna:  It's  clear  from  Mr.  Peltier's  writings  that  he 
yearns  for  release  from  prison.  Is  there  any  word  as  to  when  the  Dustice 
Department  will  forward  its  recommendation  to  President  Clinton  regarding 
an  adjusted  sentence? 

Harvey  Arden:  I find  that  the  Dustice  Department,  like  the  White  House 
itself,  answers  only  by  auto  responder.  You  may  have  received  such  an  auto 
response  from  your  own  Congressman.  Our  government  might  think  it  is  OK  to 
govern  by  auto  responder.  We  the  people  will  not  stand  for  that.  The 
Dustice  Department  has  had  nearly  six  years  now  to  respond  to  the 
president  with  a recommendation  on  Leonard's  petition  for  executive 
clemency.  The  usual  time  is  three  to  nine  months.  So  we  hope  that 
recommendation  is  sitting  on  the  president's  desk  today  and  that  it  will 


be  signed  today,  even  as  oun  people  reenact  the  massacre  of  Wounded  Knee 
outside  the  White  House  windows. 

Leonard  has  written  about  how  he  wishes  that  the  golden  eagle  on  the 
flagstaff  in  the  Oval  Office  would  come  to  life  and  add  its  voice  to  the 
voices  of  millions  of  people  who  have  written  to  President  Clinton  asking 
for,  praying  for,  pleading  for,  and  demanding  the  release  of  Peltier  and 
the  innocents  in  prison.  Innocents  should  not  be  imprisoned.  A prayer 
from  every  one  of  us  will  strengthen  Bill  Clinton.  May  he  do  it  today! 

Chat  Moderator:  Has  President  Clinton  given  any  indications  about  whether 
or  not  he  will  sign  it? 

Harvey  Arden:  The  only  reports  I have  are  from  Tampa,  Florida,  in  1991  or 
1992,  when  he  said  he  would  give  the  matter  a "fair  review."  That  would 
have  been  during  the  campaign  for  his  first  term.  He  knows  the  facts.  I 
pray  that  he  will  not  be  intimidated  by  the  sheaf  of  lies  the  FBI  has 
once  again  perpetrated  on  the  American  people,  as  they  did  in  1995,  with 
today's  ad  in  the  "Washington  Post,"  a newspaper  that  has  studiously 
avoided  any  mention  of  Leonard  Peltier  for  five  years.  And  it  continues 
to  deceive  its  readers  on  a daily  basis  by  concealing  major  events  now 
going  on  in  the  Indian  world  --  this  I know  for  sure.  And  I only  have  to 
wonder  what  else  they  are  concealing  from  us  in  other  areas  of  public 
interest.  I would  like  to  know  why  the  Washington  Post  has  failed  to 
review  Leonard's  book*,  as  has  virtually  every  other  major  metro  daily  in 
this  country.  I really  fear  that  there  has  been  intimidation. 

[Note  from  Harvey  Arden:  The  Post  finally  reviewed  Leonard's  book  Prison 
Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance--very  favorably,  as  a matter  of  fact--in 
a Colman  McCarthy  article  in  spring  2000. . .nearly  a year  after 
publication.  McCarthy  called  it:  "Eloquent  and  compassionate ...  deserves 
a place  alongside  the  best  works  of  Vine  Deloria,  Hr.,  N.  Scott  Momaday... 
and  other  Indian  authors."  Why,  then,  was  it  not  reviewed  when  it  came 
out?] 

I invite  those  who  know  of  any  such  intimidation  to  reveal  it  publicly. 

I speak  in  particular  to  journalists,  all  those  journalists  who  have  NOT 
written  all  those  articles  about  Leonard  Peltier,  and  also  their 
secretaries  and  colleagues.  Do  they  know  what  the  decision-making  process 
was  in  refusing  to  review,  even  if  negatively,  a book  by  the  foremost 
political  prisoner  in  the  U.S.  Gulag? 

Question  from  Suyeta:  It's  my  understanding  that  the  FBI,  like  all  law 
enforcement  agencies,  conducts  internal  reviews  whenever  their  agents  are 
involved  in  firefights.  But,  to  my  knowledge,  there  has  never  been  such  a 
review  concerning  the  shooting  death  of  Doe  Killsright. 

Harvey  Arden:  That  is  my  understanding.  There  is  probably  some  paperwork 
somewhere.  The  whole  strange  thing  is  that  the  FBI  that  day  sent  two 
unmarked  cars  onto  a property  they  knew  had  armed  men  there  to  defend  the 
defenseless.  The  FBI's  excuse  for  those  two  unmarked  FBI  cars  roaring  at 
a high  speed  onto  what  was,  in  effect,  foreign  territory,  was  supposedly 
to  search  for  a man  whose  alleged  great  crime  was  having  stolen  a pair  of 
used  cowboy  boots.  What's  more,  they  had  no  warrant  for  such  an  arrest. 
Indian  people  and  their  supporters  are  convinced  that  this  was  utterly 
fabricated  after  the  fact,  and  that  the  FBI's  true  intent  on  that  day  was 
to  provoke  a confrontation  with  the  dozen  or  more  people  in  the  spiritual 
camp,  one  of  whom  was  Leonard  Peltier. 

There  is  no  aspect  of  this  case  from  start  to  finish  (and  it  ain't 
finished  yet)  that  has  not  been  fabricated  by  the  FBI.  Today's  FBI  is 
desperately  in  need  of  cleansing  itself  of  this  terrible  chain  of 
misdeeds  and  becoming  once  again  respected  by  the  American  people  whom 
they  are  sworn  to  defend. 

Question  from  Cathy:  Do  you  think  that  this  case  will  further  the  cause 
of  indigenous  people? 

Harvey  Arden:  This  case  is  the  cause  of  indigenous  people.  Anyone  who 
would  separate  the  political  struggle  from  the  spiritual  struggle  is  not 
following  the  Indian  Way. 

Question  from  Cathy:  How  does  Leonard  feel  about  the  tremendous  amount  of 
grass  roots  support  he  has  gotten  (i.e.  e-mail  campaigns,  etc.) 

Harvey  Arden:  He  is  endlessly  overwhelmed  by  it  and  endlessly  thankful 
for  it.  It  is  what  has  given  him  the  strength  to  endure  the  daily  torture 


he  undergoes  from  a cruel  and  vindictive  government  that  is  hiding  its 
own  misdeeds,  not  Leonard's.  Leonard  did  NOT  KILL  THOSE  AGENTS! 

Lynn  Crooks,  the  prosecutor,  admitted  in  federal  court  that  the  FBI  had 
no  idea  who  shot  its  agents.  The  federal  appeals  judge  in  1986  also  said 
that  the  FBI  was  "equally  responsible"  for  the  deaths  of  its  own  agents 
and  advised  the  president  at  that  time  to  give  clemency  to  Leonard 
Peltier.  We  pray  that  the  president  will  heed  that  message  13  years  later. 
Either  allow  Leonard  out  or  give  him  a new  trial.  He  would  take  the 
second  option  anytime. 

Question  from  Suyeta:  Harvey,  how  do  you  think  the  recent  CNN/Time  piece 
on  Peltier  went? 

Harvey  Arden:  I think  it  made  Leonard  look  very  bad.  The  camera 
repeatedly  focused  on  him  chewing  his  lips,  but  never  told  CNN's  audience 
that  Leonard  suffers  from  an  extremely  painful  case  of  lockjaw.  His  upper 
and  lower  jaws  are  fused  with  only  a one-eighth-inch  space  between  his 
upper  and  lower  teeth.  He  continually  works  his  lips  to  fight  the 
terrible  feelings  in  his  jaw.  This  is  a condition  the  bureau  of  prisons 
has  repeatedly  refused  to  allow  to  be  fixed  by  the  Mayo  clinic,  which  has 
offered  to  do  this  rare  operation.  So  to  focus  on  Leonard's  lip  movements 
repeatedly,  which  they  did,  is  like  focusing  on  Bob  Dole's  pencil  in  hand 
while  he  gives  a speech.  I wish  CNN  had  told  that. 

So  much  truth  was  left  out,  so  many  lies  were  left  in,  and  the  words  of 
the  FBI  were  never  challenged.  Yet  Leonard  was  virtually  cross-examined. 
Other  pieces  of  tape  were  inserted  in  the  discussion  with  him.  It  was  a 
set  up.  He  never  went  down  to  the  agents.  Could  he  see  them?  Not  nearly 
as  well  as  CNN's  audience,  which  was  treated  to  nearly  a dozen  shots 
close  up  of  the  agents'  bodies. 

If  Leonard  was  cross-examined,  why  was  the  FBI  not  cross-examined? 
Because  their  lies  are  endless.  Leonard  was  not  lying.  He  saw  the  agents 
from  a distance,  as  would  anyone  standing  where  he  was  because  the 
landscape  is  bowl  shaped  and  the  agents  were  at  the  bottom  of  it. 

Question  from  Squirrel:  Looks  to  me  like  it  is  finished.  Peltier  remains 
in  prison,  regardless  of  how  much  we  protest.  Regardless  of  all  the  books, 
pow  wows,  letters,  TV  specials,  whatever,  the  bottom-line  is  --  he  is 
there,  right? 

Harvey  Arden:  He  is  definitely  there.  He  can  be  released  from  there  by 
the  simple  action  of  one  man.  President  William  Clinton.  He  has  absolute 
constitutional  authority  to  grant  clemency.  The  FBI  may  state  to  him  their 
opinion  but  they  had  better  not  intimidate  him.  This  is  his  decision.  And 
allowing  Leonard  to  go,  to  be  free  once  again,  is  as  much  in  the  interest 
of  the  FBI  and  the  government  as  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  Indian 
people  who  love  Peltier  and  share  this  land  with  us.  So  I believe  that  he 
will  be  given  clemency  and  that  every  one  of  the  protests  of  the  last  25 
years,  every  one  of  the  messages  sent  by  millions  of  supporters,  every 
one  of  the  prayers  we  sent  winging  to  the  White  House,  that  every  one  of 
those  was  well  worth  doing  and  continues  to  be  worth  doing.  And  everyone 
here  reading  these  words  today,  the  moment  this  interview  is  over,  should 
be  grabbing  his  or  her  telephone  and  dialing  the  number  of  a friend  or  of 
the  president  to  make  your  feelings  known.  There  are  tens  and  scores  and 
millions  of  us.  We  must  raise  our  voices. 

Question  from  Suyeta:  How  is  it  that  Peltier's  companions  acted  in  self- 
defense,  yet  Peltier  himself  committed  first  degree  murder? 

Harvey  Arden:  A very  good  question.  In  fact,  it  has  never  been 
demonstrated  that  there  was  a murder.  The  entire  scenario  of  someone 
coming  up  to  the  agents  and  finishing  them  off  at  close  range  is  created 
by  the  FBI  to  present  a false  picture  of  what  happened.  Leonard  does  not 
know  how  those  agents  were  killed,  only  that  he  could  see  their  sprawled 
bodies  beside  the  cars,  as  CNN's  tape  clearly  showed,  as  anybody  would 
see . 

So  it  has  never  been  demonstrated  that  there  was  a murder,  only  a 
killing.  How  could  there  be  a murder  if  the  two  people  who  were  accused  of 
it  were  acquitted  on  self-defense.  To  defend  yourself  is  not  murder, 
which  is  all  Leonard  ever  did.  He  did  not  kill  those  agents.  There  is  not 
a shred  of  evidence  to  show  it.  The  words  of  the  FBI  agent  and  the 
prosecutor  on  CNN's  recent  show  were  knowingly  false.  This  same 


prosecutor  has  admitted  in  federal  court  that  they  do  not  know  who  killed 
their  agents.  Therefore,  how  can  they  describe  in  such  amazing  detail  how 
this  man,  Leonard  Peltier,  walked  up  with  a high  powered  rifle  to  these 
injured  agents  and  dispatched  them  at  close  range.  Where  did  they  get 
these  "facts?" 

I can  understand  their  anguish  at  the  deaths  of  their  agents.  And  I can 
tell  you  absolutely  that  their  anguish  is  exceeded  by  Leonard's  anguish, 
because  he  never  took  part  in  any  such  execution.  And  it  is  even  unlikely 
that  any  execution  took  place  at  all.  But  whatever  happened  to  those  two 
agents  is  something  neither  the  FBI  nor  Leonard  Peltier  knows  for  certain. 
They  may  both  have  their  ideas  about  it  but,  in  the  words  of  their  own 
prosecutor,  Lynn  Crooks,  they  don't  know  who  killed  the  agents.  Therefore, 
Leonard  Peltier  is  not  guilty  of  murder  by  any  evidence  now  on  the  record. 
Question  from  Lorna:  Mr.  Arden,  why  not  a political  book  now? 

Harvey  Arden:  Leonard  is  delighted  that  people  like  his  book  and  his 
writing.  It  surprises  him  and  he  will  now  be  working  on  a book  about  the 
very  concept  of  imprisonment,  whether  it  is  for  the  guilty  or  for  the 
innocents.  The  title  will  be  a line  taken  from  this  present  book.  Even 
the  Guilty  are  Human:  Meditations  on  Imprisonment  by  Leonard  Peltier.  For 
more  information  on  all  this  please  go  to 

<A  HREF="http://www.wisdomkeepers.com/">Wisdomkeepers.com</A>  . Go  there 
to  find  out  more. 

Chat  Moderator:  Thank  you,  Harvey  Arden,  for  joining  us  today. 

Harvey  Arden: Thank  you  for  your  very  perceptive  questions. 

# # # 

[Additional  Note  from  Harvey  Arden  7/9/2000] 

Also  definitely  check  out  <A  HREF="http: //www. freepeltier.org/"> 
www.freepeltier.org</A>. . .the  terrific  website  of  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee  ( LPDC) ...  order  Leonard's  book  & CD  from  them. .. subscribe 
to  the  LPDC's  bimonthly  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse  newsletter  to  learn  things 
about  America  and  the  world  that  you  won't  read  about  in  the  Washington 
Post  or  the  New  York  Times! 

Also--IMPORTANT! --  check  out  and  sign  petition  at 

http://clemency_for_peltier. tripod. com/">Clemency  for  Leonard  Petier 

TAKE  PART  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF  YOUR  OWN  TIMES! 

BECOME  AN  ARMY  OF  ONE! 

Vote  4 the  Prez  from  the  Rez! 

Write-in  Leonard  Peltier  for  President  in  2000! 

You'll  feel  GR-R-REAT-T-T! ! ! 

Send  your  commitment  today  to  harvey@wisdomkeepers.com 
puh-LEEZE  pass  on  this  message  to  ALL  you  know!!  Thanks! 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  19  Duly  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Leeper,  Everett  Leffel,  Dack  R 

#164-369  #R149-905 

PO  Box  511  PO  Box  209 

Columbus,  OH  43216  (12-E-8) 

Date  of  Birth:  4/8/51  Orient,  OH  43146 


Ancestry:  Lakota 

Lindsay,  Patrick 
#A195-172 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Ancestry:  Chippawa/Ojibwe 


Date  of  Birth:  11/12/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 

Kneedler,  Dim  Ray 
2294  Slagle  Rd 
Leesville,  LA  71446 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640309,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE:  Como  Mis  Manos"  

Date:  7 Dul  2000  17:58:28  -0500 
From:  evb@vallnet.com  (koga  suyeta) 

Sub j : Como  mis  manos 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

An  armload  of  years  ago,  in  what  seems  now  some  other  lifetime,  some 
other  age,  I overheard  a soft,  patient  discussion  between  an  old,  old 
woman  and  a small  child.  They  spoke  without  hurry,  with  many  pauses, 
evidently  oblivious  to  the  pounding  blast  of  the  prime  sun  across  the 
milpa.  I can't  recall  now  exactly  where  we  were  — within  a mile  of  the 
Mexican  border,  which  I do  remember  as  being  particularly  important  to 
keep  in  mind  at  that  time.  A friend  and  I crouched  a few  feet  away, 
nearly  draining  away  in  the  heat,  our  heads  on  swivels. 

The  old  woman,  surely  ninety,  whom  I did  not  know,  spoke  Kaqchikel,  but 
switched  to  Spanish  whenever  she  suspected  the  girl  might  not  understand 
her  meaning.  The  child,  then  no  more  than  five,  and  who  already  spoke  a 
language  for  each  of  her  years,  I knew  very  well  and  understood  no  matter 
which  of  them  she  used.  Though  I could  follow  their  conversation  only 
very  fragmentally,  gleaning  equal  understanding  from  expressions  and 
nuances  of  tone,  I knew  that  they  were  discussing  corn,  which  they  spoke 
of  as  all  around,  though  apparently  I alone  would  not  see  it.  (Corn,  and 
dreaming,  my  friend  explained  to  me  later.  The  old  woman  had  repeatedly 
used  a rather  archaic  form  meaning  "to  dream,"  the  implication  of  which. 


she  said,  suggested  a kind  of  "dynamic  agreement"  — in  other  words, 
palpable  living  spirit,  the  life  force  brought  about.) 

The  corn,  the  old  woman  said,  was  always  assumed  to  be  fully  alive  and 
complete  as  soon  as  it  was  planted.  It  was  at  that  moment  in  existence 
and  on  its  way,  only  having  yet  to  arrive.  By  placing  the  seeds  into  the 
earth  specially  prepared  with  their  own  hands,  they  had  wrapped  it  all  up, 
and  soon  the  corn,  in  its  way,  would  arrive  among  them  in  the  field.  The 
soil  would  protect  the  corn  and  give  it  food  while  it  arrived;  the  sun 
would  guide  and  encourage  and  warm  it;  the  rain  would  refresh  and  soothe 
it  and  swell  the  stalks  up  very  high.  All  this  was  already  done,  and 
while  these  things  appeared  to  be  separate  things,  each  would  arrive  in 
its  established  order  and  so  become  the  ~one  thing-. 

A frown  passed  across  the  girl's  brow. 

Que  me  dices? 

Could  she,  the  old  woman  wanted  to  know,  when  she  dived  into  a pool  of 
water,  wet  her  whole  body,  all  at  once?  It  was  not  a possible  thing. 

One's  hands  enter  first,  then  the  arms,  the  head  and  shoulders  — yet  the 
whole  body  had  not  entered  the  pool  until  the  last  of  the  toes  had.  In 
this  manner,  their  having  placed  the  seed  into  the  ground,  the  seed  itself, 
the  soil,  the  sun  and  rain,  while  all  seeming  to  be  separate  things,  were 
really  a -whole  one  thing-,  all  the  same.  A hand  alone,  connected  to 
nothing,  will  only  lie  in  the  rocks  and  cannot  help  itself.  All  of  this 
was  very  obvious,  not  hidden  in  any  way,  as  recognizable  as  a growl  in  our 
bellies.  And  so  it  was  all  the  same  at  last,  one  whole  thing,  life.  A 
true  living  people  will  always  know  their  spirit,  that  thing  alive  of 
which  they  are  but  one  part  of  many.  Real  human  beings  must  every  day 
understand  it  in  the  same  familiar  manner  as  they  do  their  own  bodies. 

She  reached  out  and  closed  her  knotted,  capable  hands  around  the  child's. 

This  is  how  I know  our  people's  spirit,  she  said. 

Como  mis  manos. 

/ [27/10  Lindy]  / 

TRUTH  for  Anna  Mae  - FREEDOM  for  Peltier  - REMEMBER  the  Murdered 


GIVING  BACK:  Duly  2000  my  elder  asked,  "I  read  all  this  negativity, 
see  all  this  finger  pointing.  Where  is  the  accountability?  Where 
does  anyone  say,  '...and  this  is  what  I am  going  to  do  about  it.'?" 
--  This  section  is  dedicated  to  responses  to  that  question.  Please 
continue  to  share  your  gifts  of  giving,  email  me  at  gars@netcom.com 


For  those  of  you  who  are  concerned  whether  sharing  your  stories  is  a good 
thing,  please  read  the  following  letter  from  a Grandmother  who  granted  me 
permission  to  share  it  with  readers: 

For  the  first  time,  after  many  years  of  reading  WI,  I read  letters  from 
people  who  shared  the  good  things  they  are  doing  to  help  others.  I see  they 
have  accepted  the  responsibility  of  hearing  the  needs  of  others  and  have 
taken  a personal  vow  to  'do  something'  to  change  negative  life  situations. 

In  over  five  years,  this  is  the  first  issue  I have  read  where  I find 
myself  smiling  and  feeling  hope  again. 

I hope  you  continue  this  special  section  so  others  can  find  inspiration, 
often  after  being  beaten  down  themselves  and  feeling  they  can't  make  a 
difference.  It  gives  one,  hope. 

Far  too  often  in  life  we  find  ourselves  stuck  in  the  mud  of  negativity  and 
while  it  is  easy  to  forward  a news  article  or  loudly  decry  an  injustice,  few 
might  put  out  the  effort  it  takes  to  try  to  remedy  the  situation.  I feel 
that  has  been  the  problem  for  generations  which  has  kept  the  chains  from 
being  broken. 

Many,  many  years  ago,  a beautiful  Grandmother  listened  to  a young  teenage 
girl  who  was  angrily  ranting  on  and  on  about  an  injustice  she  had  witnessed. 
The  Grandmother  waited  patiently  until  the  young  woman  was  finished,  saying 
nothing  until  she  was  through,  and  then  softly  said,  "And  what  are  you  going 
to  DO  about  that,  to  change  it?" 

That  was  a question  that  often  echoes  silently  unsaid  and  rarely  answered. 


The  old  ones  taught  that  when  a person  sees  or  is  told  of  a injustice  to 
The  People,  they  are  accountable  for  bringing  justice  and  can  never  walk 
away  in  dishonor. 

It  is  good  to  see  there  is  still  honor  among  some  who  are  the  silent 
heroes.  Those  people  who  write  and  share  what  they  saw  or  heard,  did  not 
turn  their  back  by  merely  passing  on  the  information.  They  stood  up  and 
became  accountable. 

These  people  may  never  realize,  but  in  the  act  of  doing  that,  they  are 
blessed ....  as  they  have  blessed  the  lives  of  those  they  helped. 

I hope  others  will  share  their  deeds  and  bring  hope  to  those  who  need  that 
very  much. 

Because  without  hope,  Gary,  those  who  wish  to  extinquish  the  sacred  fires 
of  our  People,  will  win.  It  is  not  enough  to  speak  of  injustice,  one  must  be 
prepared  to  die  to  right  it. 

"RE : As  I Was  Raised"  

Date:  Sat,  8 Dul  2000  15:56:03  EDT 
From:  SavageCovenHome@aol.com 
Sub j : (no  subject) 

Dear  Mr.  Gary  Night  Owl: 

My  name  is  Kymberlee  Dones.  I'm  currently  serving  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  as 
of  14  Dul0  0 I'll  have  put  in  two  years  and  will  have  two  more  years  to  go. 

Since  I was  four  years  old  I've  been  raised  among  the  Navajo  and  Apache. 
Our  land  is  connected  to  the  Navajo  Rez  and  those  I consider  to  be  my 
family  are  there.  It  angers  many  people  that  I live  my  life  the  way  I 
was  raised  by  my  Navajo  family,  but  to  me  there  is  no  other  way.  In  1986 
the  was  a sewage  plant  which  ended  up  leaking,  and  contaminated  the 
water  source  of  the  Rez.  Some  of  the  children  I knew  and  called  my 
friends  died  from  the  poison.  The  government  said  there  was  nothing  they 
could  do  to  help.  The  sewage  plant  was  not  on  the  Rez  so  the  Navajos 

would  be  unable  to  do  anything  themselves  as  well.  It  made  me  sick  when 

I realized  children  were  dying  just  because  the  place  they  lived  was  land, 
unwanted  by  the  U.S.  government  and  given  to  a group  of  people  because 
they  were  to  be  considered  ignorant,  and  wouldn't  know  the  difference 
about  the  land.  This  land  though  means  everything  to  my  family,  and  I 
couldn't  be  prouder  of  what  they  taught  me  about  it.  It  has  also  made  me 
realize  someone  has  to  do  something  to  try  and  end  the  bloody  prejudice 
circle  going  around,  especially  in  the  government  where  our  Constitution 
says  "all  men  are  created  equal,  and  has  the  right  to  pursue  happiness". 

If  our  government  can't  even  honor  what  it  says  who  are  they  say  what  the 
rules  shall  be?  I don't  want  to  let  people  make  rules  for  others  if  they 

can't  follow  the  rules  they  themselves  have  made.  I'm  currently  majoring 

in  Native  American  Studies  and  getting  my  law  degree  so  I can  continue  in 
Political  Science.  I'm  doing  a report  right  now  which  is  showing  the 
relationship  between  Native  Americans  and  the  different  governments,  not 
just  the  U.S.  I did  a similar  report  my  last  year  of  high  school,  and  was 
told  by  the  board  of  education  never  to  show  my  trash  around  the  schools 
again.  I also  won  a scholarship  to  Montana  State  University  to  continue 
my  studies.  However,  I need  help  in  gathering  information.  I'm  able  to 
gather  information  from  the  Navajos  and  Apache,  but  I want  to  include 
more  than  just  those  two  tribes  in  the  report.  I want  to  show  several 
tribes  and  the  atrocities  committed  against  them,  and  how  even  today 
these  people  suffer  from  several  different  forms  of  injustices.  If  it  is 
at  all  possible,  can  you  help  me  to  gather  the  information  I need?  I 
know  what  it  is  I'm  trying  to  do,  but  for  the  life  of  me,  saying  what  it 
is  in  the  precise  way  many  want  seems  to  be  beyond  my  capabilities. 

Thank  you,  Kymberlee  Hones 

kymberleejones@yahoo.com  or  savagecovenhome@aol.com 
"RE;  what  Have  You  Done  for  the  People?"  


Date:  Tue,  11  Dul  2000  07:53:10  -0400 
From:  "Evening  Rain  Crow"  <crow@psouth . net> 


Sub j : What  have  you  done  for  the  people? 


A short  time  back  Gary,  you  asked  what  people  are  doing  for  the  people. 

I find  it  difficult  at  times,  to  speak  of  this,  as  we  are  taught, 
when  we  do  something,  we  are  not  to  talk  about  it  - but  your  question  is 
an  important  one,  and  so  I hope  you  will  find  my  response  worthy  of  your 
question . 

My  husband.  Raven  and  I do  as  much  as  we  possibly  can  - with 
Elders,  the  children  and  in  contributing  what  we  can  in  the  way  of 
monetary  funds,  and  other  things  - clothing  - ie.  We  also  work  toward 
addressing  issues  of  importance  relative  to  the  people  and  we  do  it 
sometimes  in  a quiet  way,  but  what  matters  most  of  all,  is  that  it  get 
done. 

Tribal  affiliation  is  not  important  - what  is  important  to  us 
both,  is  that  we  help  when  we  can,  and  to  help  where  there  is  the 
greatest  need.  We  are  not  rich  people,  but  we  give  what  we  can. 

I have  recently  compiled  a booklet  of  poetry  I have  written.  I 
made  the  booklet  on  my  pc  - printed  it  out  and  have  had  copies  made  of 
it.  I have  wanted  to  do  this  for  some  time.  We  are  asking  for  a $5.00 

donation  for  it  - WITH  NO  PROFIT  GOING  TO  ANYONE the  funds  that  may 

be  collected  are  to  directly  benefit  the  people  - with  such  issues  as 
medical  care,  education,  for  our  Elders  and  Children ...  and  wherever 
there  is  a need.  We  are  in  the  process  of  establishing  a non-profit  so 
that  there  will  be  accountability  and  therefore,  we  can  provide 
information  that  the  funds  are  not  being  personally  acquired  or  going  to 
the  benefit  of  anyone,  except  for  the  intent  as  mentioned.  It  is  my 
small  way  of  doing  what  I can  and  my  husband  has  been  most  supportive 
and  helpful  in  this  endeavor. 

I truly  believe  that  we  must  unite  and  put  aside  our  differences 
for  the  benefit  of  all  - so  many  serious  issues  face  our  people... and  by 
working  together,  I feel,  we  can  make  a difference  - but  we  must  set 
aside  personal  agendas,  and  other  such  things,  for  this  is  what  keeps 
people  apart.  With  respect  to  all  nations  and  people-we  may  differ  in 
some  ways,  but  our  goals  and  needs  are  the  same. 

There  are  many  who  work  very  hard  for  the  people. .. .and  by  their 
actions,  much  is  being  accomplished.  You  do  a good  job  with  getting  the 
word  out  on  a variety  of  current  issues  - and  this  is  so  helpful  and 
necessary  and  I thank  you  for  that. 

Best  wishes . . . 

Your  friend.  Evening  Rain  Crow 
Svhyeyi  Aga  Koga  Evening  Rain  Crow 
http : //eveningraincrow. freeservers . com/ 
http : //www .tope it ies . com/ Persona 1/r a venwolf / 
http : //r a venwolf .f reeho sting. net/ 
http : //www. angelf ire. com/ jour nal/redheart 
http : //mytwobeadsworth . f reeservers . com/ 

"RE : What  is  Being  Done  to  Make  This  a Better  Place"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Dul  2000  12:43:40  -0500 
From:  "Pat  Talley"  <pat.talley@fhlb.com> 

Sub j : Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.028 

O'siyo  Gary 

I hope  you  and  Janet  are  having  good  travels. 

I am  responding  to  your  request  to  write  about  what  is  being  done  to 
make  this  a better  place.  My  first  impulse  was  to  remain  quiet.  You 
know  first  hand  that  it  is  not  our  way  to  talk  about  such  things.  But 
that  same  quietness  may  be  why  some  wonder  what  is  being  done.  So  I 
will  speak  in  general  about  my  family  and  friends  with  whom  I am 
personally  aware  of  their  contributions.  Elders  are  being  supported  on 
a regular  basis,  gas  money  is  regularly  donated  to  get  a sick  child  to 
monthly  treatments.  Donations  are  made  to  those  who  offer  a place  to 
sleep  and  food  for  those  traveling  to  Sun  Dance.  Hides  are  bought  for 
those  whose  living  depends  on  beading.  Emergency  funds  sent  for  a 


family  living  in  a hospital  waiting  room  so  they  could  have  hot  meals 
and  a motel  room.  Material,  fringe,  etc  sent  to  a shut-in  wanting  to 
make  a shawl.  Contributions  to  a holy  person  in  the  hospital  so  his 
wife  would  have  money  for  food  and  gas  to  get  to  the  hospital. 
Correspondence  with  those  in  the  iron  house  and  others  who  need  a word 
of  hope.  Contributions  made  by  individuals  in  a local  group  to  tide  a 
family  over  while  waiting  for  Social  Security  disability  to  begin.  A 
local  group  providing  scholarships  and  college  orientation  to  our  Indian 
children.  Support  of  a group  walking  their  removal  path  in  reverse. 

These  are  things  I can  think  of  since  the  first  of  this  year  although 
many  are  on-going.  It  is  easy  to  become  discouraged  when  confronted 
with  all  the  needs.  And  realizing  that  we  all  have  limits  as  to  what  we 
can  do.  But  the  generosity  of  those  I know  in  this  circle  --  so  many 
with  large  hearts  --  is  why  my  faith  in  the  future  is  bright. 

— "RE:  Making  This  a Better  Place"  — 

Date:  11  Hul  00  11:19:23  PDT 

From:  mark  groschopf  <groschopfmark@netscape . net> 

Sub j : Making  this  a better  place 

Hi  Gary  - 

In  response  to  your  request  to  know  what  your  readers  are  doing  to  make 
this  world  a better  place: 

I am  non-Indian,  but  committed  to  helping  Native  People  the  best  way  I 
can.  The  most  direct  way  I have  found  to  help  Native  Americans  is  through 
the  Adopt  A Grandparent  program  of  Taos,  NM.  This  program  was  started  by 
Gail  Russell,  a photo  journalist,  and  some  Lakota  Grandmas  on  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation,  after  some  elders  froze  to  death  in  their  cabin  on  Pine  Ridge 
one  winter. 

I am  sponsoring  an  elder  who  makes  quilts  to  sell.  I have  sent  her 
quilting  supplies,  medical  supplies,  and  gifts  for  her  and  her 
grandchildren.  I also  send  monetary  donations  to  Adopt  A Grandparent  in 
this  elder's  name  to  be  applied  to  her  utility  bills  or  food  purchases. 

The  resulting  communication  between  elders  and  sponsors  builds 
friendships  and  helps  people  on  the  rez  keep  in  contact  with  people  in 
other  areas  outside  Pine  Ridge. 

You  can  directly  sponsor  a particular  elder,  and  communicate  with  him  or 
her,  or  simply  send  donations  to  an  elders  emergency  fund.  This  fund  is 
regularly  distributed  to  those  elders  in  the  program  with  the  greatest 
need.  All  monetary  and  material  donations  are  tax  deductible. 

I had  the  opportunity  to  meet  Gail  Russell  two  weeks  ago  at  a pow  wow  on 
Pine  Ridge,  and  she  is  a no-nonsense,  hard  working  person.  She  spent  most 
of  her  time  tending  to  the  needs  of  elders  at  the  pow  wow.  Elders  at  the 
pow  wow  spoke  enthusiastically  about  how  much  Adopt  A Grandparent  has 
helped  them. 

I am  not  a rich  person.  It  doesn't  cost  that  much  to  reach  out  to 
another  person,  even  someone  far  away,  and  help  them  through  this  program. 
To  those  who  would  like  to  help  an  elder  on  Pine  Ridge,  I suggest  they 
check  out  Adopt  A Grandparent. 

Their  web  site  address  is: 

Adoptagrandparent@taosnet . com 

I also  write  letters,  send  donations,  and  sign  petitions  on  behalf  of 
various  Indian  causes.  I financially  support  restoration  of  the  Buffalo 
Nation  to  tribal  lands  and  protection  of  the  last  wild  herd  in  Yellowstone 
National  Park.  I don't  have  a lot  of  money.  I wish  I could  contribute 
more,  but  at  least  I can  give  something. 

I believe  in  and  try  to  live  by  Gandhi's  quote,  "We  must  be  the  change 
we  wish  to  see  in  the  world."  If  we  want  a more  loving  and  giving  world, 
we  can  start  by  being  more  loving  and  giving  ourselves. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin  - 
GG 


I thank  each  of  you,  for  sharing  these  stories  of  GIVING  BACK! 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Dun  2000  22:23:16  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis(3epix. net> 

Sub j : [NAT-FILM]  History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  62 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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ONWARD  AND  SUNWARD. 


Others  shall  sing  the  song. 

Others  shall  right  the  wrong. 
Finish  what  I begin. 

And  all  I fail  to  win. 

What  matter  I or  they. 

Mine  or  another's  day. 

So  the  right  word  is  said. 

And  life  the  sweeter  made! 

Hail  to  the  coming  singers! 

Hail  to  the  brave  light-bringers ! 
Forward  I reach,  and  share 
All  that  they  sing  and  dare. 

I feel  the  earth  move  sunward, 

I join  the  great  march  onward. 

And  take  by  faith,  while  living. 
My  freehold  of  thanksgiving. 

-DOHN  G.  WHITTIER. 


[photo:  Dr.  MERRILL  E.  GATES, 
Secretary  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.] 


THE  INDIAN  LOVES  LIGHT  BUT  CAN'T  MAKE  IT. 


The  following  and  more,  the  Rev.  W.D.  Cleveland,  for  many  years  a 
missionary  among  the  Sioux  Indians,  has  to  say  of  the  people  among  whom 
he  has  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life. 

"The  Red  Man  loves  the  daylight.  He  loves  the  moonlight  and  the 
starlight.  He  will  even  use  an  oil  lamp,  if  you  put  it  in  his  hands; 
but  he  makes  no  light  himself. 

From  the  way  back  generations  of  his  forefathers,  he  never  produced, 
either  for  himself  or  others,  an  illuminator  of  any  sort;  not  even  a 
tallow  dip! 

He  knows  how  to  start  a fire,  and  feed  it  like  himself,  overmuch. 

But  fire  is,  as  he,  a destructionist . It  consumes,  wastes  and 
destroys,  leaving  no  blessing  behind;  only  ashes! 

The  Red  Man  is  in  the  shade  of  misery  and  the  shadow  of  death  not  for 
want  of  light. 

No  additional  amount  of  light  thrown  into  his  eyes  would  help  him 
much . 


He  dwells  in  darkness  because  he  refuses  to  develop  the  faculty  of 
giving  light. 

This  is  what  differentiates  him  from  other  folks  and  keeps  him  in  the 
background . 

His  white  brother  not  only  loves  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  uses  it;  he 
tries,  and  keeps  trying  harder  to  imitate  it. 

Beginning  with  a pine  knot,  or  a greased  string,  he  has  chained  the 
lightning  to  a wire. 

The  Red  Man  differs  from  the  White  race  in  the  matter  of  wheels. 

He  loves  to  ride  upon  whatever  nature  may  provide. 

He  did  find  out  somewhere  how  to  fasten  sticks  to  the  flanks  of  a pony 
and  make  a cage  behind  on  which  to  drag  his  grandmother  and  the  babies. 

After  years  of  coaxing  too,  he  has  come  to  fancy  a top  buggy  for 
himself. 

But  he  never  made  a wheel,  nor  the  semblance  of  a wheel,  in  his  life! 
Not  he  nor  his  ancestors. 

Yet  the  White  man  has  filled  the  world  with  wheels. 

He  rides  and  carries  all,  over  land  and  sea 
[continued  page  4] 
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THE  INDIAN  HELPER 
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who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Price:  --  10  Cents  per  Year 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Asenoth  Bishop  thinks  she  has  a very  nice  place  at  Mt.  Holly,  N.D. 

The  rain  on  Wednesday  was  welcomed  by  the  grass  as  well  as  the  people. 

Matthew  Johnson  who  went  home  a few  months  since  has  married  Emily  Peters 

Pretty  girls  in  pretty  white  aprons,  playing  on  pretty  grass-plot  make 
a pretty  scene. 

An  Indian  graduate  was  asked  his  opinion  of  one  of  our  girls.  "I 
admire  her  because  she  is  so  refined,"  was  his  reply. 

John  Teeple,  1900,  is  about  to  open  a general  merchandise  store  at 
Barada,  Michigan,  and  his  brother  Frank,  same  class,  has  a position  as 
bookkeeper  at  Laird,  same  state. 

The  girls  are  raising  funds  for  the  decoration  of  school  graves  on  the 
30th,  and  are  contemplating  buying  rosebushes  and  other  growing  plants 
for  the  school  cemetery. 

Have  you  seen  Jeweler  Conlyn's  new  and  taking  sterling  silver  flag  pin 
gilded  in  old-gold  and  red  - Carlisle  school  colors?  And  on  the  pin  is 
the  word  Carlisle.  Price  fifty  cents. 

Alice  B.  McCarthy,  who  is  now  living  with  Congressman  Eddy  in 
Washington  City,  sent  to  the  class  of  1901  some  rare  specimens  of 
flowers  for  botany  study  and  analysis. 

Besides  giving  half  of  the  "gate  receipts"  to  the  Mercersburg  team 
last  Saturday,  we  also  gave  them  half  of  the  score  by  allowing  them  to 
make  5 runs  on  us,  they  were  however,  more  liberal  to  us  for  they 


allowed  us  to  scone  10  runs,  which  made  the  score  at  the  end  of  the  game 
10  to  5 in  our  favor. 

The  new  roadways  look  well,  but  need  rain  and  travel  to  make  them 
perfect . 

Edith  Smith,  class  1897,  expects  to  graduate  from  the  West  Chester 
Normal  this  year.  Miss  Edith  has  worked  her  way  through  courageously 
and  has  a good  record.  She  will  feel  anxious  till  after  the  State 
examinations.  Eidth  hopes  to  stop  in  Carlisle  on  her  way  home  in  Dune, 
and  she  may  be  sure  of  a warm  welcome. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  is  still  confined  to  her  bed  at  the  Methodist 
Hostpial,  Philadelphia.  Her  attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism  was  a 
severe  one  and  the  heart  complications  which  were  involved  make  it 
necessary  for  the  greatest  of  care.  She  is  now  able  to  feed  herself, 
and  seems  cheerful  and  hopeful,  all  of  which  are  good  signs. 

Among  others  selected  by  the  University  Faculty  of  Princeton  to  take 
part  in  the  Dunior  Oratorical  Contest  to  be  held  during  their 
Commencement  week  is  our  Howard  Gansworth,  '94.  The 

Man-on-the-band-stand  is  proud  of  the  distinction  given  to  one  so  worthy 
as  Howard  has  proven  himself  all  through  his  Carlisle  and  University 
life,  the  Philadelphia  Press  came  out  Sunday  with  an  excellent  picture 
of  Howard  and  an  account  of  him  as  a student. 

On  invitation  from  Dickinson  College  Athletic  management  about  twenty 
of  our  boys  participated  in  their  spring  sports  last  Tuesday.  It  was 
not  a dual  meet  and  consequently  our  boys  made  no  special  preparation 
for  it.  However,  though  we  made  no  entry  in  the  two  mile  event,  in 
accordance  with  the  Intercollegiate  ruling  the  number  of  points  scored 
by  us  was  in  excess  of  the  number  scored  by  Dickinson.  It  was  our  first 
contest  and  our  boys  showed  up  well.  We  have  not  the  space  to  print  the 
summary  of  the  events. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  are  in  attendance  upon  the  Golden  Dubilee 
anniversary  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lavant  L.  Mason,  at 
Damestown,  New  York.  Several  of  their  friends  at  the  school  were 
invited.  The  invitations  were  embossed  with  monogram  and  dates 
1850-1900,  and  the  engraving  gilded,  presenting  an  exceedingly  unique 
and  neat  effect.  Mr.  Mason's  four  sisters,  Mrs.  Pratt,  Mrs.  Pickard, 
Mrs.  Dennings,  and  Mrs.  Allen  were  all  present,  while  a host  of  other 
relatives  and  friends  not  so  well  known  at  the  school,  were  guests  upon 
the  memorable  occasion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  have  many  friends  at 
Carlisle,  who  congratulate  them  upon  their  long  and  happy  wedded  life, 
and  who  extend  wishes  for  many  more  years  of  happiness  and  prosperity. 


(P  3) 

Goodbye,  oyster. 

Nature  has  turned  a new  leaf. 

Shad  for  all,  one  day  last  week. 

Lots  of  shopping  and  new  suits  these  days. 

Baby  Catherine  Bakeless  can  call  Blanche. 

Quite  a thunderstorm  on  Thursday  evening. 

Dessie  Ferris  has  recovered  from  pneumonia. 

The  Band  on  the  stand  gave  a good  concert  Saturday. 

Miss  Burgess  is  at  her  post  of  duty  after  a brief  illness. 

The  athletic-field  track  is  moving  forward  to  completion. 

Miss  Bowersox  spent  Sunday  at  her  home  near  Middleburg. 

Miss  Weekly  made  a business  trip  to  Philadelphia,  on  Saturday. 

Some  Klamath,  Oregon,  children  are  on  their  way  to  Carlisle. 

Miss  Miller  is  confined  to  her  room  with  erysipelas,  but  is  improving. 
Mr.  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  was  here  on  a business  trip,  last  Thursday. 
Miss  Dacobs,  of  the  sewing  department  who  has  been  ill  is  again  at  her 
post  of  duty. 

Mr.  Dagenett  has  gone  to  New  Dersey  on  a business  trip  connected  with 
the  school. 

Mr.  Dordan  and  his  boys  are  still  at  the  evening-up  process  of  campus 
improvement . 

Misses  Clara  and  Mary  Anthony  of  N.  College  street  were  Mrs.  Given's 
guests  to  tea,  Wednesday. 


As  we  went  to  press  yesterday  the  combined  societies  were  preparing 
for  an  entertainment  to  be  given  last  evening. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  engineering  the  shop  court  flower  beds  and  we  are 
going  to  have  nice  flowers  there  again  this  year. 

Grace  Thumbeau,  who  came  in  from  her  country  home  suffering  with 
rheumatism  is  well  again,  and  anxious  to  return  to  work. 

Rev.  H.B.  Stock  of  the  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church  will  officiate  as 
chaplain  during  May.  He  preached  his  first  sermon  last  Sunday. 

The  tailors'  team  knocked  out  6 runs  against  the  printer  twirler  the 
other  evening,  "shut  out"  being  a foreign  thing  to  the  typos,  they 
managing  to  get  in  2 runs. 

Mary  Wolfe,  1900,  has  received  an  appointment  to  the  Government  School 
at  Crow  Agency,  Montana,  and  Minnie  Nick  goes  to  take  her  place  in  the 
home  of  Jacob  Edge,  Downingtown.  Minnie  is  as  pleased  with  her 
prospects  as  is  Mary. 

The  lawn  mowers  singeth  these  days! 

Miss  Harn  has  been  ill,  but  returned  to  her  work  in  the  sewing 
department,  full  of  her  usual  enthusiasm. 

Mr.  Harkness  has  the  most  exalted  position  on  the  grounds.  He  and  his 
boys  are  painting  the  roofs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennison  Wheelock's  youngest  child.  Master  Pauli,  is 
taking  treatment  with  special  nurse  at  the  Todd  Hospital,  Carlisle. 

The  recent  rains,  insufficient  as  they  have  been  for  general 
vegetation,  put  out  the  destructive  mountain  fires  so  near  us  in  the 
South  Mountain. 

The  small  boys  deserve  a great  deal  of  credit  for  being  so  kind  to  the 
birds.  The  robins  are  very  tame,  and  a Baltimore  Oriole  in  the  trees 
this  week  has  been  attracting  attention  and  admiration. 

Miss  Barr  attended  the  Convention  of  Nurses  held  in  New  York  City  last 
week.  At  least  she  went,  but  was  so  ill  while  there  that  she  was  unable 
to  attend.  She  presented  a paper,  however,  which  was  read  by  some  one 
else. 

For  days  the  weather  has  been  so  cold  that  steam  was  required  to  keep 
indoor  workers  comfortable,  but  Tuesday  a hot  wave  brought  the  mercury 
up  to  90.  Before  the  next  morning,  however,  storms  were  followed  by  a 
cold  wave. 

Harold  Parker  has  been  chosen  President  of  the  Junior  class  which  met 
last  week  and  formed  a class  organization.  The  other  officers  are:  Vice 
President,  Eugene  Fisher;  Treasurer,  Mary  Bruce;  Secretary,  Wm.  Mt. 
Pleasant;  Reporter,  Marguerita  Scholder;  Critcs,  Grace  Warren  and  Thomas 
Walker.  Miss  Wood  is  the  teacher  of  this  class. 

The  game  on  Thursday  with  Susquehanna  University,  here,  resulted  in  a 
victory  for  our  team  by  a score  of  9 to  6.  The  feature  of  the  game  was 
Pratt's  fine  pitching  for  the  home  team,  striking  out  14  men.  The 
Susquehanna  representatives  are  an  unusually  well  behaved  lot  of  young 
men,  and  there  visits  here  are  always  looked  forward  to  with  pleasure. 

The  Susans  had  a very  interesting  meeting  last  Friday  evening.  This 
being  their  closing  meeting  for  this  year,  a special  program  consisting 
of  essays,  declamations,  vocal  solos,  duets  and  instrumental  solos,  was 
prepared.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  point  out  any  special  one  as  doing 
the  best  for  they  all  did  well,  and  did  themselves  "red"  -a  sign  of 
danger  to  their  brothers,  the  Invicibles  and  the  Standards. 


(continued  from  page  one) 

at  breathless  speed,  by  wheels  of  his  own  devising! 

He  is  full  of  push  and  go. 

The  Indian  has  no  go. 

He  understands  neither  the  secret  nor  value  of  progress. 

He  lacks  the  power  of  initiative. 

Inertia  is  his  curse;  and  a wheel-barrow  his  pat-symbol. 

Lift  him  up  and  push  him  along;  but  where  you  let  go  of  him,  there  he 
will  let  up  on  going. 

How  shall  he  be  taught  to  get  a move  on  himself?" 

This  closing  question  - How  shall  the  Indian  be  taught  to  get  a move 
on  himself?  Carlisle  has  answered  by  actual  experience  these  many 


years . 

The  Indian  placed  among  people  WHO  DO  MOVE,  learns  to  move  with  the 
crowd.  That  is  all  there  is  to  it.  There  is  no  other  way  to  offer  - 
nothing  more  to  say. 

Get  the  Indian  OUT. 

He  soon  learns  the  secret  of  moving,  and  gets  the  desire  to  move,  and 
he  not  only  moves  but  he  LEADS  in  many  instances  and  says  to  the  white 
man.  Follow  me! 


A CURE  FOR  INDIAN  PARALYSIS. 


A wise  and  experienced  missionary  among  the  Sioux  writes:  The  Indians 
experience  a paralysis  of  energies  so  long  as  the  possession  of  a few 
dollars  beyond  what  will  supply  their  present  wants  aide  the  ration 
system  in  bolstering  them  against  the  necessity  of  labor.  I fear  the 
ration  system  fosters  the  ignoble  spirit  of  the  professional  beggar. 

Certainly,  I should  say,  that  system  should  be  done  away  with,  and 
that  within  a limited  time.  The  value  of  money  and  the  necessity  of 
labor  will  never  be  learned  while  money  payments  are  backed  up  by  an 
issue  of  rations  that  seems  to  be  running  on  forever.  I should 
recommend  a per  centum  reduction  of  rations  each  year  for  a brief 
period,  to  be  followed  by  payments  in  cash  of  all  obligations  of  the 
Government.  -[The  Indian  News. 


HOW  THE  KILLING  OF  HORSES 
OVER  THE  GRAVES  OF  INDIANS  WAS 
STOPPED  BY  AN  INDIAN  AGENT. 


"An  Old  Time  Funeral"  last  week  reminded  a reader  of  the  HELPER  of  the 
time  when  he  was  Indian  Agent  some  25  years  ago  when  he  checked  or 
prevented  the  killing  of  a fine  horse  that  belonged  to  a Pawnee 
Kitkabock  Indian  of  prominence  who  had  died. 

The  ex-agent  says: 

"The  coffin  was  being  made  by  the  agency  carpenter  while  the  grave  on 
the  hill  was  being  dug,  and  I went  with  the  interpreter  to  remonstrate 
against  the  killing  of  the  fine  horse  that  stood  by  the  grave  ready  to 
be  shot. 

I talked  and  reasoned  with  the  old  chief  of  the  Band  who  sat  at  the 
head  of  the  grave,  but  for  some  time  he  was  as  mum  as  an  oyster. 

I intended  to  stop  it  but  preferred  to  get  the  assent  of  the  chief. 

At  last  he  came  to  us  and  said  that  he  had  concluded  not  to  kill  the 
horse,  and  all  seemed  to  be  rejoiced.  On  going  away,  some  of  the 
mourners  said  they  would  try  to  forget  their  grief  - (their  howling,)  if 
I would  give  them  some  rations. 

I did  so,  and  they  had  a feast  in  their  tent.  After  that,  whenever 
an  Indian  died  they  asked  for  a feast,  and  I never  again  heard  of  a 
horse  being  killed  on  such  occasions,  while  I was  their  agent. 


THE  RED  MAN  APPRECIATED. 


A new  little  paper  called  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Sword  published  in 
the  interest  of  the  Mennonite  Mission  at  Cantonment,  Oklahoma,  has  this 
to  say  of  the  Red  Man: 

Every  Indian  who  can  read  ought  to  subscribe  for  the  Red  Man  a paper 
published  monthly  at  Carlisle,  Pa.  It  is  devoted  entirely  to  the 
interests  of  the  Indian.  Read  what  some  of  your  brothers  and  sisters 
are  doing!  It  will  be  an  inspiration  to  you,  what  they  can  do,  you  can 
do,  too.  You  CAN  if  you  WILL! ! 


FIRST  INDIAN  PRINTER. 


Probably  the  first  Indian  who  ever  learned  the  printing  trade  was  a 
boy  taught  at  the  charity  school  as  Cambrige,  Mass.,  in  1659.  John 
Eliot  said  he  had  but  one  man,  viz.,  the  Indian  printer,  who  was  able  to 
compose  the  sheets  and  correct  the  press  with  understanding.  -[Over  Sea 


and  Land. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  10  letters. 

My  2,  3,  9,  4 is  what  most  boys  like  to  play. 

My  6,  1,  4,  10  is  the  name  of  a great  college  in  New  England  with 

whose  football  team  our  boys  have  played  several  games. 

My  5,  10,  6 is  sometimes  very  useful  in  entering  a room. 

My  6,  8,  7,  1 is  the  name  of  an  Indian  reservation  in  the  extreme 

southeastern  corner  of  California. 

My  whole  is  something  that  tries  the  very  souls  of  Mr.  George  Foulke 
and  some  of  the  other  drivers  these  calm  spring  days. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Entertainments. 

"RE:  Listening  to  Sheep  Bells"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Mar  2000  06:44:25  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : listening  to  sheep  bells 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

been  a while  since  i have  taken  a look  around,  see  some  familiar  names 
and  some  new  ones ... .thought  to  just  stop  by  and  say  hello... 

sometimes  it  is  nice  to  get  to  work,  and  find  an  old  tape  with  some 
good  songs  and  slip  it  into  the  old  tape  player  and  let  it  mellow  you 
out  before  the  day  starts  out. 

a chance  to  catch  up  and  take  care  of  a few  things  that  get  forgotten 
during  the  rush  of  the  day. 

just  sitting  thinking  about  broad  blue  skies  with  streaks  of  orange, 
pink  and  blue  stretching  from  east  to  west.  The  sound  of  owls  floating 
away,  the  night  things  gone  and  the  sound  of  blue  jays,  sparrows  and 
dogs  barking  long  off.  The  smell  of  cedar  wood,  the  sound  of  screen 
doors  opening,  and  the  sound  of  the  old  couple  getting  up  and  the  smell 
of  coffee,  biscuits  and  bacon  with  a few  eggs  maybe,  or  just  plain  blue 
mush .... 

the  walk  across  the  ground  outside  to  the  "john"  and  the  sound  of 
tinkling  lamb  bells  and  rustle  of  sheep  waiting  to  be  let  out  for  the 
day. 

Flozhogo,  let  it  be  a good  day,  let  me  remember  who  I am  and  where  I 
come  from.... it  is  home  far  away  and  yet  though  I sit  in  a place  far 
away  my  heart,  mind  and  soul  find  the  sweet  taste  of  water  from  home 
offers  rest,  solace  and  strength  to  carry  me  through  today.... so  let  it 
begin .... 


"RE : Poem:  Death"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Dun  2000  20:24:04  -0400 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 
Sub j : Death 

Death 

Floating  in  and  out 
carried  upon  the  wings 
of  Wanbli ' s Dream 
always  and  forever 

Waiting  counting  out  the  time 
what  matters  what  counts 
waves  upon  waves 
of  doubt 


Still  the  voices  ring  out 


softly  silently  singing 
this  is  the  time 
the  time  is  now 

Life  is  a kaleidoscope 
catching  the  colors 
realizing  the  Dream 
living  the  promise 

Yet  what  matters 
living  or  having  lived 
giving  or  having  been  gifted 
questions 

Once  the  River  is  met 
who  is  to  say 
who  should  go 
and  who  should  stay 

Is  living  so  important 
as  moving  on 
what  color  is  death 
and  dying 

Perhaps  it  is  a gift 
having  lived 
to  find  true  Peace 
true  solace 

Who  is  to  say 

what  is  and  what  isn't 

what  matters  and  what  counts 

what  is  so  important 

I for  one 
will  go  willingly 
to  softer  fields 
to  home 

Dying  hurts  the  living 
those  left  behind 
but  who  is  to  say 
it  is  not  but  a step 

I for  one 
will  go  gladly 
home 

unkempt  by  words 

Everything  is  a Circle 
everything  a step 
ever  meeting  it's  own  end 
to  come  back  again 

Having  lived 

truly 

wholly 

compassionately 

To  let  go  the  grasp 
is  perhaps  not  so  bad 
not  so  far  from  giving  again 
going  home 


Death  is  a shadow 


only  to  those  with  regrets 
having  none 
I can  realize  release 

One  on  One 

life  is  always  One  on  One 
to  believe  otherwise 
is  folly 

For  always  and  forever 
it  is  between 
Great  Mystery 
and  I 

The  Grandfathers  say 
life  is  a Circle 
The  Hoop 

unbroken  in  it's  path 

I for  one  chose 
to  follow 
the  path  before  me 
wherever  it  may  lead. 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Dul  2000  07:03:24  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  23-29 

IULAI 

(July) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

23 

Rise  with  the  dawn  if  you  would  take  full  measure  of  the  new  day 

24 

The  mountains  watch  over  this  land,  silent  sentinels  of  the  Gods 

25 

Here  is  the  place  where  magic  dwells. 

26 

Let  the  children  lead  you  to  wonder. 

27 

Laughter  is  a gift  of  life. 

28 

Music  is  the  wind  ...  captured  for  a brief  moment. 

29 

My  heart's  wings  give  flight  to  my  dreams. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  18  Duly  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 


Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 


phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.0.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub  j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Flollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Flaven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


Office:  415-338-6583 
Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Subj : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Duly 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 


August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Mon,  7 Feb  2000  20:29:41  EST 

From:  LtLBearWmn@aol.com 

Subj:  POWWOW  LISTING  --  please. 

5th  ANNUAL  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE  POW  WOW 

DULY  22  and  23,  2000 

THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  OF  WESTERN  INDIANA 
IN  CONDUNCTION  WITH  THE 

VIGO  COUNTY  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OF  VIGO  COUNTY  INDIANA 
(TERRE  HAUTE  AREA) 

TRADERS  OPEN  THE  HOST  DANCING 

10:00  A.M. 

12:00  NOON 

MC:  BOBBY  LAW,  Inola,  OK 
HEAD  VETERAN:  TBA 

HEAD  MAN  DANCER:  FRED  WARBONNETT,  Dacksonville,  IL 
HEAD  LADY  DANCER:  SHARON  KINCADE,  Athens,  IL 
ARENA  DIRECTOR:  TBA 
DRUMS:  TBA 

STORYTELLER:  MAX  HAFFNER,  Lafayette,  IN 

****all  dancers  welcome**** 

CLUB  GROUNDS  LOCATED  1 1/10  NORTH  OF  US  40, 

EAST  OF  TERRE  HAUTE  AND  WEST  OF  BRAZIL,  INDIANA 
NORTH  OF  US  40  AT  DUCTION  340  AND  MIAMI  GARDEN  ROAD. 


NORTH  ON  MIAMI  GARDENS  FROM  US  40  AND  340  JUNCTION,  APPROXIMATELY  1 + 1/10 
MILE  TO  FIRST  CROSS  ROADS  (GROTTO  ROAD)  TURN  WEST  APPROXIMATELY  1/4  TO  1/2 
MILE  TO  CLUB  GROUNDS. 

PUBLIC  ADMISSION  $2.00  PER  PERSON 
CHILDREN  UNDER  10  FREE 
FREE  PARKING 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  NORMAN  OR  VICKI  RAINBOLT 
6909  WEST 

COUNTY  ROAD  900  NORTH 

BRAZIL,  IN 

47834 

812+877-4670 

NEITHER  CONSERVATION  CLUB  OR  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
ACCIDENTS  TO  PERSON  OR  PROPERTY  NOR  THEFT  OF  PROPERTY. 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamen  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Jim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Jim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 


Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Friday 
8 PM 


Grand  Entry 
Saturday 

1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 
Flead  Staff 

Flead  Singer 
Flead  Man  Dancer 
Flead  Lady  Dancer 
Flead  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Ir . Girl ' s Cloth 
Ir.  Boys  Straight 
Ir.  Girl's  lingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Ir.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Ir.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Ir.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Ir.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  lingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader 
lennifer  Lunsford 

Shell  Shaker 
Coordinator  Contests  lay 

Blalock 
Coordinator 


Sunday  Morning 
Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Horseshoe 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspning.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc .edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Dasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Dackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Dennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Doyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 
Sub j : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 


Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE- L@LISTSERV. INDIANA. EDU 


From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 

32nd  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Pow-wow 
Wichita,  Kansas 
Duly  28,29,30/2000 
316-821-9997 

Global  Peace  Walks  scheduled  for  other  major  areas  in  US. 
St.  Louis  August  15,  2000 

United  Nations  - New  York  - October  24,  2000 
Washington,  D.C.  - October  9,  2000 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 
From:  gars@netcom.com 
Sub j : The  Circle 

Pow  Wow  Calendar 
5/1/00 

Duly  21,  22,  23 

Honoring  Our  People  Pow  Wow 

Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Maawanji ' iding 

Ojibwa  Campground 

Baraga,  MI 

For  more  info  & directions  call  Pauline  Spruce  at  (906)  353-6623,  ext. 
4140. 

Duly  29,  30 
Gagaguwon  Pow-Wow 
OuSable  Children's  Park 
Oscoda,  MI 

For  more  info  call  Doe  or  Sue  at  (517)739-1994,  or  email  at 
gagaguwon@hotmail . com . 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  01  Dul  2000  09:04:39  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Mid-Summer/Early  Fall  Pow  Wow  listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000- 


Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 

~Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them  are 
being  listed  for  the  first  time.~ 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation.* 

Duly  21-23:  ICEPS  Benefit  Pow  Wow,  at  Tuscumbia  City  Park  on  the  Osage 
River,  Eldon,  MO.  Drum  & Dance  contests.  Admission  charge  for 
non-participants.  Dancers  & Singers  welcome  to  eat  at  the  Whitehorn  camp. 
Info:  (918)  542-3697  or  (573)  392-6706. 

Duly  21-23:  31st  Annual  Kihekah-steh  Pow  Wow,  near  Skiatook,  Ok.  Take  Hwy. 

20  to  Davine  Road,  then  go  north  5 miles;  turn  west  on  Hwy.  193  to  the  pow 
wow  grounds.  Info:  (918)  396-4417. 

Duly  22-23:  Native  American  Pow  Wow,  at  the  North  Alabama  Flea  Market,  Hwy. 
72  , east  of  Florence,  AL  & west  of  Rogersville,  AL.  HD:  Red  Nations.  GE:  at 
11:00am  each  day.  Dim  Taylor,  championship  bow  maker,  will  be  shooting  bows. 
Bob  Painted  Bear  Dohnson  will  be  throwing  tomahawks.  Free  admission.  Info: 
North  Alabama  Flea  Market  (256)  757-1040,  or  Dim  or  Cathy  Taylor  (256) 
331-9155. 

Duly  28-30:  32nd  Annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Mid-America  All  Indian 
Center,  2150  North  Meridian,  Wichita,  KS.  Info:  Vernon  "Cy"  Ahtone  (316) 
821-9997. 

Duly  28-30:  1st.  Annual  Mo-Kan-Ok  Pow  Wow,  indoors,  at  the  Civil  War  Road 
Ranch  Arena,  Carthage,  MO.  Info:  (417)  358-0700. 

Duly  29:  Native  American  Festival,  at  Fairy  Stone  Park,  VA.  Info:  (540) 
629-2071. 

Aug.  4-5:  Bell  Pow  Wow,  east  of  Stillwell,  OK.  Info:  Thomas  Muskrat  (918) 
696-4480. 

Aug.  4-6:  Kaw  Pow  Wow,  1/2  mile  west  of  Washunga  Bay  entrance  on  Kaw  Lake, 
Kaw  City,  OK.  Info:  Donna  Villa  (417)  364-7114. 

Aug.  11-13:  Annual  IICOT  Pow  Wow,  inside  the  air-conditioned  Expo  Building 
at  the  Tulsa  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info:  (918)  836-1523. 

Aug.  11-13:  Thunderbird  Society  American  Indian  Days  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
fairgrounds,  Vandalia,  MO.  Traders  by  invitation  only.  All  dogs  must  be  on 
leash.  Day  money  paid  out  for  each  Grand  Entry  - to  be  paid  out  on  Sunday. 
Info:  Penny  Cearley  (573)  581-1777,  ext.  527. 

Aug.  18-20:  Clear  Creek  Pow  Wow,  at  Nevada,  MO.  Turn  right  on  Hwy.  K,  left 
at  the  water  tower,  then  follow  the  signs.  Info:  Ed  Woodington,  Route  1, 

Milo,  MO  64767  or  call  (417)  944-2745. 

Aug.  19-20:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  at  Lone  Star  Lakes  Lodge, 
Chuckatuck,  VA.  Free  admission  & free  parking.  GE:  12:00  noon,  dancing  til 
6:00pm.  Info:  Chief  Earl  Bass  (757)  393-1637  or  Debbie  Smith  (757)  421-3160, 
or  e-mail:  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com,  or  write:  Nansemond  Tribal 
Association,  PO  Box  2095,  Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Aug.  24-27:  124th  Annual  Ponca  Pow  Wow,  Ponca  City,  OK.  Info:  (580) 

762-8104. 

Aug.  26:  Bishigendan  Akii  (Respect  the  Earth)  American  Indian  Festival,  Town 
Point  Park,  Norfolk,  VA.  Info:  Biah  Seminole  (757)  425-7992  or  Festevents 
(757)  441-2345. 

Sept.  1-3:  Ottawa  Tribal  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  Adawe  Park,  5 miles  east 
of  Miami,  OK.  Info:  (918)  540-1536. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  Dim  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 


Whitewolf  Tnezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9024. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  1-4:  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival,  at  the  Choctaw  Nation  Capitol 
Grounds,  Tuskahoma,  OK.  There  will  be  Choctaw  Indian  Village,  a Civil  War 
re-enactment.  Traditional  Singing,  historical  dramas,  Choctaw  crafts,  food 
and  folklore.  Special  entertainment  featuring:  Loretta  Lynn,  David  Frizzell, 
Janie  Fricke,  Diamond  Rio,  and  others.  Info:  (800)  522-6170. 

Sept.  2-3:  11th  Annual  Running  Waters  Pow  Wow,  at  Ridge  Ferry  Park,  in  Rome, 
GA.  MC:  Richard  Bird;  HM:  Bullet  Standingdeer;  HL:  Laretta  Weaver;  HD:  Bird 
Chopper;  AD:  Jamie  Pheasant;  ST:  Fred  Bradley;  WS:  Native  American  Warrior 
Society  & Honor  Guard;  FP:  Sara  Bird;  GO:  10:00am  each  day;  GC:  10pm 
Saturday,  6pm  Sunday;  GE:  Saturday  at  1:00pm  & 7:00pm,  Sunday  at  at  1:00pm; 
Admission:  Adults  - $5.00,  Senior  Citizens  & Teens  (13-17)  - $3.00,  12  & 
under  - free.  Info:  Native  American  Preservation  Association  of  Georgia, 

Inc.,  PO  Box  565,  Rome,  GA  30162-0565  or  phone:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714, 
or  fmblair@aol.com. 

Sept.  8-10:  Moberly  Pow  Wow,  at  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit.  Info:  Harold  Carlson  (660)  263-3009. 

Sept.  9-10:  Trail  of  Tears  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Trail  of  Tears 
Commemorative  Park,  Hopkinsville,  KY.  Info:  (270)  886-8033. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Jerry  Denton;  HL:  Jaye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Linder  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Indian  Summer  Festival  Pow  Wow,  at  Bartlesville  Community 
Center,  Bartlesville,  OK.  Arts,  crafts,  storytelling,  cultural 
demonstrations,  juried  art  show,  & more.  Info:  (918)  337-2787. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow  & Cultural 
Festival,  at  Greensboro  Country  Park,  Greensboro,  NC.  MC:  Keith  Colston;  HM: 
Ray  Sylva;  HL:  Brenda  Sylva;  AD:  Ray  Jacobs;  HD:  A wo  ha  li;  Head  Judge: 
Archie  Lynch.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Sept.  15-17:  Eastern  Shawnee  Pow  Wow,  West  Seneca,  OK.  Take  Hwy.  60  from 
Seneca,  MO,  and  go  left  on  Oneida  Street.  Info:  (800)  957-2435. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weopons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

# I apologize  for  any  omissions.  Sometimes,  in  the  length  of  time  between 
composing  these  newsletters  there  may  be  an  event  that  comes  & goes  before  I 
get  around  to  doing  an  update;  and  occasionally  I may  lose  a listing;  but  I 
haven't  purposefully  left  any  event  unlisted.  # 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Carolyn  Johnson  via  Robert  Dorman,  Sandra  Matchen  via  Nancy  Thomas,  Lona, 
Sumer  W Cree,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  John  Berry,  Friends  of  the  Lubicon, 
Frosty  Deere,  KOLA  HQ,  Ron  Andrade,  Chris  Milda,  Martha  Ture,  Jimmy  Oyler, 


Nancy  Thomas,  Shining  Spirit,  Debbie  Sanders,  Janet  Smith,  Gary  Smith, 
Johnnie  Rustywire,  Koga  Suyeta,  Kymberlee  Jones,  Evening  Rain  Crow, 

Pat  Talley,  Mark  Groschopf,  Dreamwalker,  Barbara  Landis,  Arthur  Miller 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:34:22  2000 
Date:  Tue,  25  Dul  2000  17:27:29  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.031 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  KOLA  Newslist,  Triballaw,  LPDC 
& NatFilm  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"The  Yellowstone  herd  are  the  survivors  of  the  massacre  of  the  Bison 
in  the  1800's.  They're  being  massacred  again.  I am  a survivor  of 
massacres  in  the  1800's.  There  is  an  unbreakable  spiritual  link 
between  the  Bison  and  the  Lakota  People.  What  does  this  foreshadow 
for  The  People?" 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Lakota 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

i i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  f 
[ of  the  Republic  [ 

i and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

I Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 


Nations . 


I States  Constitution , j 

t so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ 
i Journey 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


+- 


- + 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  following  quote  is  in  response  to  Skagit  County  Washington  GOP 
Delegate  John  Fleming's  resolution  to  absolve  all  treaties  in  Washington 
State...  and  the  response  by  Democratic  National  Committee  (DNC)  National 
Chair  Joe  Andrew  criticizing  it. 

From:  "Duncan  Sings-Alone"  <singsalone@prodigy.net> 

Date:  Sat,  15  Jul  2000  09:49:16  -0400 

It  would  be  grimly  funny  if  these  guys  weren't  serious.  This  isn't  their 
first  attempt  against  their  tribes.  I would  caution  everyone,  though,  that 
neither  party  is  friend  to  our  people.  Talk  is  cheap.  It  is  easy  to  say 
wonderful  things  about  supporting  the  Indian  nations.  But  doing  anything  in 
the  long  run  is  another  story.  The  People  must  save  themselves.  That's 
bottom  line  and  until  the  People  re-learn  to  live  in  respect  and  harmony  and 
support  each  other  nothing  will  save  them.  And  I include  myself  in  that. 
--Duncan 


I have  nothing  to  add  to  a statement  so  full  of  truth.  Take  offense  if 
you  wish,  and  some  will;  but  neither  of  the  national  political  parties 
cares  about  Native  People,  except  for  the  vote  each  of  us  represents.  To 
assume  anything  beyond  that  is  self-defeating. 

As  the  quote  points  out,  it  is  equally  self-defeating  that  any  one  tribe 
can  achieve  much  success  without  the  full  support  of  other  tribes.  In  fact, 
it  is  ludicrous.  Yet,  the  dominant  society  plays  us  like  a banjo  with  a 
divide-and-conquer  strategy  that  seemingly  works  every  single  time.  This 
is  sad.  Even  an  old  dog  can  figure  out  a bad  trick  on  himself. 

Quit  listening  to  the  spin  songs  from  paid  speech  writers  and  return  to 
the  ways  of  seeking  counsel  with  one  another.  Traditionally,  we  would  do 
this,  even  with  enemies,  if  there  was  a common  interest.  There  is  a BIG 
common  interest,  now.  The  very  survival  of  the  People. 
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Janet  and  I have  the  privilege  of  working  with  Native  prisoners  at 
USP  Atlanta.  Frankly,  we  could  use  some  help  obtaining  cooperation  from 
the  Chaplains,  Warden  and  Assistant  Warden.  If  you  are  involved  in 
prison  outreach,  and  especially  if  you  have  experience  dealing  with  the 
authorities  at  hard  time  federal  prisons  (and  Atlanta  is  among  the  hardest) 
please  email  Janet  (jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com)  or  myself 
(gars@netcom.com)  with  how  (phone,  email...)  and  when  (please  include  as 


many  times  as  possible)  we  can  contact  you.  Make  the  subject  PRISON 
in  all  caps. 


(*,*) 
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Gary  Night  Owl 
P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 
Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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Seattle  Times 
Sunday,  Duly  16,  2000 

Helen  Peterson,  fighter  for  rights  for  American  Indians,  dies  at  84 

PORTLAND,  Oregon  - Helen  W.  Peterson,  an  American  Indian  activist  who 
lobbied  Congress  for  reform  in  the  1950s  and  '60s,  has  died.  She  was  84. 

Ms.  Peterson  died  Duly  10  in  Vancouver,  Wash. 

Ms.  Peterson,  an  Oglala  Sioux,  "is  probably  one  of  the  most  prominent 
Indian  women  leaders  in  this  century,"  said  the  Rev.  Ramona  Rank,  a Klamath 
Indian  and  associate  minister  at  Augustan  Lutheran  Church  in  Portland.  "She 
was  an  advocate  for  Native  American  rights  long  before  the  civil  rights 
movement.  She  was  running  an  affirmative-action  program  in  Denver  before 
there  was  such  a thing  as  affirmative  action." 

Ms.  Peterson  was  executive  director  of  the  National  Congress  of  the 
American  Indian,  a lobbying  organization  formed  by  tribal  leaders,  from  1954 
to  1962.  She  later  served  as  one  of  the  highest-ranking  officials  in  the 
federal  Indian  Affairs  Commission,  a forerunner  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA) . 

Ms.  Peterson  worked  for  the  BIA  office  in  Portland  until  her  retirement 
in  1985.  She  founded  the  Church  of  the  Four  Winds,  an  ecumenical  Christian 
ministry  for  urban  Indians. 

Ms.  Peterson  was  born  in  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.,  on  Aug.  2,  1915. 

In  the  1950s,  Congress  passed  a bill  aimed  at  terminating  all  of  the 
nation's  tribes  and  selling  their  reservation  lands.  Ms.  Peterson  organized 
tribal  leaders  to  fight  the  policy,  planning  voting  drives  to  elect 


Democrats  sympathetic  to  the  tribes'  cause.  In  time,  the  termination  policy 
was  reversed,  and  many  tribes  that  had  lost  federal  tribal  recognition 
regained  it  in  the  1970s  and  '80s. 

Ms.  Peterson  is  survived  by  her  son,  R.  Max  Peterson;  daughter-in-law, 
Elizabeth;  granddaughter , Emily,  all  of  Brush  Prairie,  Wash.;  and  grandson. 
Brad  Peterson  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

A memorial  service  will  be  held  later. 

Copyright  c.  2000  The  Seattle  Times  Company. 

Seattle  Times 
Monday,  Duly  17,  2000 

Indian  leader  Bernie  Whitebear  dies  at  62 
by  Alex  Tizon 

Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

"Nearly  three  years  after  he  was  diagnosed  with  a fatal  cancer.  Native 
American  leader  Bernie  Whitebear  died  yesterday  in  his  home,  ornery  to  the 
end  and  a fighter  to  the  last  breath.  He  was  62. 

"I've  been  waiting  for  you  guys  to  call  me  about  my  obituary,"  he  said  to 
a reporter  just  weeks  before  he  passed  away.  He  laughed  his  familiar  laugh. 

Friends  said  Mr.  Whitebear  died  about  12:30  p.m.  in  his  sleep,  with  his 
family  present.  Details  of  his  funeral  service  are  pending. 

Mr.  Whitebear,  an  unwavering  advocate  for  Indians,  the  founder  of  the 
United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation,  and  the  presiding  elder  of  the 
region's  "urban  Indians,"  lived  longer  and  accomplished  more  than  anyone 
expected  after  his  colon-cancer  diagnosis  in  August  1997.  But  he  did  not  see 
his  last  goal  - the  construction  of  the  "People's  Lodge"  at  Discovery  Park  - 
come  to  fruition. 

The  project,  he  hoped,  would  be  the  crowning  point  for  Native  Americans  in 
the  region,  and  his  final  encore  after  decades  of  achievements  that  began 
with  his  symbolic  invasion  of  Fort  Lawton  in  1970. 

"He  was  an  edge-walker,  someone  who  could  cross  cultures,  explain  and 
inspire  without  ever  sacrificing  his  own  identity,"  said  Seattle  Mayor  Paul 
Schell.  "He  was  able  to  build  a cultural  community  and,  thanks  to  him,  there 
is  a clear  respect  and  understanding  of  the  First  Americans  here." 

Hailed  as  a visionary 

Friends,  such  as  lifelong  Seattleite  Bob  Santos,  called  Mr.  Whitebear  a 
visionary.  Even  opponents,  such  as  Indian  activist  Tiv  Eagle  Hawk, 
considered  him  "one  of  the  finest  people"  she's  ever  known. 

King  County  Executive  Ron  Sims  called  Mr.  Whitebear 's  death  an  "incredible 
loss."  "He  was  a remarkable  figure  in  Seattle's  history,"  Sims  said.  "We 
have  a rich  culture  and  he  was  one  of  the  crown  jewels." 

Sims  said  Mr.  Whitebear,  a longtime  friend,  had  a warm,  friendly  style  that 
drew  people  to  him. 

"He  wanted  you  to  understand  Native-American  culture  with  him,"  he  said.  "As 
you  did  that,  you  were  better  able  to  understand  Native  American  issues  in 
this  state." 

A compact  man  with  a deep  voice  and  a slow,  measured  way  of  talking,  Mr. 
Whitebear  never  married  and  had  no  children.  He  saw  life  and  work  as  the 
same  thing.  His  close  friends  described  him  as  part  wise  man,  part  wiseacre, 
easy  to  love  and  hard  to  beat  in  a fight. 

"My  ultimate  memory  of  him  is  as  one  of  the  kindest,  gentlest,  most 
humorous  persons  I had  dealt  with,"  said  attorney  Tom  Keefe,  another  friend. 

"His  sense  of  humor  never  left  him.  I visited  him  on  St.  Patrick's  Day," 
Keefe  said.  "He  was  planning  his  funeral.  He  even  outlived  one  of  his  own 
pallbearers, " Doe  DeLaCruz,  a leader  of  the  Quinault  Indian  Nation,  who  died 
April  16. 

Roberto  Maestas,  also  a longtime  friend  and  director  of  El  Centro  de  la 
Raza,  spoke  of  how  Mr.  Whitebear  was  so  often  willing  to  help  other 
communities  of  color  in  their  struggles. 

"He  enhanced  and  uplifted  his  own  community.  . . . And  I think  he  is  one  of 
the  extraordinary  examples  of  someone  being  a leader  of  his  community  with 
overwhelming  crises  and  still  caring  for  other  communities,"  said  Maestas. 

"We  will  miss  him  terribly." 


Invading  Font  Lawton 

No  fight  made  more  of  an  impact  on  Mr.  Whitebear  and  on  the  region's 
Native  American  population  than  the  1970  invasion  of  Fort  Lawton,  which  Mr. 
Whitebear  and  a handful  of  Indian  activists  masterminded. 

During  the  1960s  and  '70s,  poverty  forced  tens  of  thousands  of  Native 
Americans  off  reservations  and  into  cities,  where  they  found  themselves  with 
no  money  or  connections  and  no  way  to  get  medical  or  social-service  help. 

Mr.  Whitebear  and  some  other  Indian  leaders,  caught  up  in  the 
revolutionary  fervor  of  the  time,  decided  to  invade  the  Army's  Fort  Lawton 
in  what  is  now  Discovery  Park  in  order  to  secure  a land  base  to  serve 
Indians  in  Seattle.  The  city  had  the  largest  urban  Indian  population  west  of 
Tulsa  and  north  of  San  Francisco. 

The  fort  was  to  be  declared  surplus  by  the  federal  government,  and  the 
city  of  Seattle  wanted  to  turn  it  into  a park.  But  Mr.  Whitebear  and  his 
followers  demanded  that  Indians  had  a right  to  part  of  the  land  that 
originally  was  all  theirs. 

In  March  1970,  several  hundred  Indians  entered  the  compound  and  set  up 
tepees.  The  army  responded  with  force,  arresting  the  protesters  and  throwing 
them  in  the  stockade.  The  Indians,  once  released,  invaded  again  and  again, 
eventually  gaining  the  sympathy  and  support  of  local  citizens  and  anti-war 
groups,  and  even  celebrities  such  as  lane  Fonda. 

The  popular  support  forced  the  city  and  federal  government  to  negotiate. 

By  the  time  the  talks  ended  in  November  1971,  the  city  agreed  to  set  aside 
20  acres  on  a 99-year-lease  for  an  Indian  cultural  center  in  newly  created 
Discovery  Park. 

The  Daybreak  Star  Center,  a $1.25  million  lodge  built  with  donations  and 
state  money,  was  born.  And  from  the  center,  Mr.  Whitebear  ran  the  United 
Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation,  a social-services  network,  for  nearly 
three  decades. 

The  foundation  today  has  more  than  100  staffers,  an  annual  budget  of  more 
than  $5  million  and  at  least  eight  federally  funded  programs  serving  the 
estimated  25,000  Indians  in  the  Puget  Sound  region. 

Meeting  with  people 

To  the  end,  Mr.  Whitebear  was  intricately  involved  in  the  center's  plans, 
although  he  was  also  involved  in  a dozen  other  organizations  and 
commissions.  "All  the  way  up  to  Thursday,  he  was  meeting  with  people,"  said 
Claudia  Kauffman,  deputy  manager  of  the  center.  "His  body  was  getting  weaker 
and  weaker,  but  his  mind  was  still  going  100  miles  an  hour." 

Mr.  Whitebear  grew  up  on  the  Colville  Indian  Reservation  in  Eastern 
Washington,  his  first  four  years  spent  in  a tent  in  the  poorest  section  of 
the  reservation.  His  mother  was  Native  American,  his  father  a Filipino 
immigrant.  He  was  one  of  six  children. 

"I  don't  think  there  was  anyone  poorer  than  us,"  he  had  said. 

Eventually,  Mr.  Whitebear  moved  to  Seattle  to  attend  the  University  of 
Washington.  He  later  landed  a job  at  Boeing,  then  quit  to  join  the  Army, 
then  the  Green  Berets,  and  then  went  back  to  Boeing  as  an  engineer. 

That  was  in  the  late  1960s,  and  by  then  Mr.  Whitebear  had  already  emerged 
as  a leader  among  local  Native  Americans. 

With  the  takeover  of  Fort  Lawton,  Mr.  Whitebear  solidified  his  standing 
as  the  pre-eminent  native  leader  of  the  region. 

The  Daybreak  center  is  known  among  Indians  as  the  house  that  Bernie  built. 
He  traveled  a long  way  from  the  canvas  tent  to  that  house,  and  Native 
Americans  all  over  the  region  say  they  are  better  for  it. 

And  although  he  did  not  live  to  see  the  end  of  the  battle  over  the  People's 
Lodge  - a proposed  123,000-square-foot  gathering  hall  opposed  by  Magnolia 
residents  - it's  certain  that  many  of  Mr.  Whitebear 's  followers  will  carry 
on  the  fight. 

Schell  said  that  a few  weeks  ago,  he  called  Mr.  Whitebear  to  reassure  him 
that  his  dream  of  a People's  Lodge  would  be  fulfilled,  "perhaps  not  in 
Discovery  Park  but  maybe  at  South  Lake  Union." 

Mr.  Whitebear  was  the  recipient  of  numerous  awards  and  honors.  In  1997,  he 
was  named  Citizen  of  the  Decade  by  Gov.  Gary  Locke.  This  year,  he  was 
awarded  Seattle's  Distinguished  Citizen  Medal.  In  1998,  he  was  awarded  the 


Distinguished  Alumnus  Award  from  the  University  of  Washington. 

Survivors  include  three  sisters:  Luana  Reyes  of  Rockville,  Md.,  and  Teresa 
Wong  and  Laura  Wong  Whitebear,  both  of  Seattle;  two  brothers:  Lawney  Reyes 
and  Harry  Wong,  both  of  Seattle;  three  nephews  and  three  nieces." 

(Seattle  Times  staff  reporters  Joshua  Robin  and  Warren  King  contributed  to 
this  report.) 

Copyright  c.  2000  The  Seattle  Times  Company. 
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"RE : Remains  of  Dakota  Warrior  Buried"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Jul  2000  07:59:56  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  07-19-2000 
Roger  Iron  Cloud 
FirstNations  Listserv 
202.358.3252 
rironcloud@acf.dhhs.gov 

Remains  of  Dakota  Warrior  Buried 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
07-16-00 

MORTON,  Minn.  (AP)  - Almost  138  years  after  he  was  executed  for  leading  a 
bloody  uprising  that  left  hundreds  of  white  settlers  dead,  the  remains  of 
a Dakota  Indian  warrior  have  been  buried  with  all  the  honors  due  a chief. 

Marpiya  Okinajin,  known  as  Cut  Nose,  was  one  of  38  Indians  hanged  in 
Mankato,  Minn.,  on  Dec.  26,  1862,  in  what  is  believed  to  be  the  largest 
mass  execution  in  U.S.  history. 

After  the  hangings,  the  bodies  were  tossed  into  a shallow  grave,  but 
later  that  night  they  were  dug  up  for  anatomical  studies. 

Cut  Nose's  skull  ended  up  on  display  in  the  office  of  Dr.  William  Mayo 
and  was  discovered  years  later  at  the  Mayo  Clinic,  founded  in  Rochester  by 
Mayo's  sons. 

A piece  of  the  warrior's  skin,  tanned  and  tattooed  with  identifying 
marks,  turned  up  at  the  Public  Museum  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Officials 
said  it  had  never  been  displayed  and  was  identified  after  an  inventory 
mandated  by  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection. 

Advised  of  the  finds,  the  Lower  Sioux  Indian  Community  submitted  a claim, 
and  the  remains  were  retrieved  by  Jim  Jones,  cultural  resource  specialist 
for  the  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  Council. 

A private  burial  was  held  earlier  this  month  near  this  western  Minnesota 
town,  with  several  Indian  nations  represented. 

As  head  of  the  Dakota  warrior  society  at  the  time  of  the  uprising.  Cut 
Nose  would  have  been  elevated  by  the  conflict  to  status  as  a chief,  Jones 
told  Sunday's  Star  Tribune,  in  Minneapolis. 

"He  was  reburied  with  that  honor,"  Jones  said.  "And  now  we  get  another 
little  step  closer  to  healing  that  history." 

The  1862  uprising  was  sparked  when  Indians,  frustrated  by  being  pressed 
into  a narrow  reservation,  killed  five  white  settlers  on  a Minnesota  farm. 

In  little  more  than  a month,  about  500  whites  and  an  unknown  number  of 
Indians  died.  Nearly  400  Indians  were  tried  by  military  courts,  and  303 
were  condemned  to  die. 

Cut  Nose  is  mentioned  in  Kenneth  Carley's  "The  Sioux  Uprising  of  1862," 
published  in  1961  by  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society. 

Carley  recounts  how  doctors,  "quick  to  seize  the  rare  opportunity  to 
obtain  subjects  for  anatomical  study,"  dug  up  the  bodies  after  the 
execution  at  Mankato.  "Dr.  William  Mayo  drew  that  of  Cut  Nose,  and  later 
his  sons  learned  osteology  from  the  Indian's  skeleton."  The  story  is  also 
mentioned  a 1941  biography  of  the  clinic  founders. 

Jones  and  others  who  attended  the  ceremony  said  the  reburial  is  an 
important  part  of  the  reconciliation  process. 


"Making  sure  these  people  are  put  back  in  the  earth  is  not  always  a 
feel-good  thing/'  Hones  said.  "But  it's  part  of  a healing  process.  That 
was  part  of  the  burial  ceremony,  asking  for  forgiveness  and  healing  to 
take  place." 

Ernest  Wabasha,  who  works  on  repatriation  matters  for  the  Lower  Sioux, 
participated  in  the  reburial.  "It  was  a good  ceremony,"  he  said.  "But 
there  are  many  more  (remains)  that  are  in  museums  and  collections  around 
the  country,  so  we  still  have  work  to  do." 

"RE : The  Forgotten  Cemeteries"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Dul  2000  21:05:18  -0700 
From:  Dohn  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : RIP  - Cemeteries 

As  seen  on  the  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer  web  page 
RIP:  The  forgotten  cemeteries 
Township  graveyards  are  now  overgrown 
Monday,  Duly  17,  2000 
by  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

SPOKANE  --  Mica  Cemetery  is  a disgrace  to  the  dead. 

Many  of  the  graves  are  marked  only  by  coffin-shaped  depressions, 
barely  visible  among  waist-high  weeds. 

For  25  years,  Spokane  County  has  owned  and  neglected  the  historic 
cemetery,  and  possibly  many  others. 

The  county  inherited  as  many  as  30  cemeteries  after  voters  agreed 
to  dissolve  the  area's  dozens  of  townships  in  the  November  1974 
general  election. 

Some  cemeteries  in  those  former  townships  were  taken  over  by 
cemetery  districts;  others  were  cared  for  by  private  cemetery 
associations  or  neighbors. 

But  no  one  in  the  county  ever  made  a complete  inventory  of  them. 

"I'm  sure  they're  all  in  a state  of  being  overgrown,"  said  county 
Commissioner  Kate  McCaslin. 

Spokane  County  doesn't  have  money  to  maintain  or  run  cemeteries, 
she  said. 

The  county's  only  tally  of  township  cemeteries  appears  to  be  a 
handwritten  list  compiled  after  the  townships  were  dissolved.  It 
lists  the  townships  and  the  number  of  cemeteries  they  owned,  though 
it  doesn't  name  the  cemeteries  or  say  where  they  are. 

Mica  Cemetery  can  be  seen  from  state  Highway  27,  south  of  what 
used  to  be  the  township  of  Mica. 

In  the  early  to  mid-1900s,  there  were  50  small,  rural  townships 
around  Spokane  County,  with  responsibility  for  street  lighting, 
animal  control,  nuisance  laws  and  cemetery  operations.  Only  Spokane 
and  Whatcom  counties  had  townships. 

In  1969,  the  state  Legislature  cut  off  their  taxing  power,  leaving 
them  with  no  revenue  source,  and  the  dissolution  vote  followed  five 
years  later. 

In  the  past  three  years,  folks  in  the  Edgecliff  area  have 
reclaimed  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery.  That  two-acre  site,  established  a 
year  before  Washington  became  a state,  fell  into  such  disrepair  that 
most  people  thought  it  was  a field  filled  with  weeds. 

Woodlawn  belonged  to  the  township  of  East  Spokane.  No  mention  of 
the  township  or  cemetery  appears  on  the  county's  handwritten  list. 

Cemetery  buff  Maggie  Rail  has  read  the  tombstones  of  many  area 
cemeteries.  She  posts  the  results  on  the  Web  site  Interment.net. 

Mica  Cemetery,  in  her  opinion,  is  probably  the  county's  most 
neglected  cemetery. 

Dennie  Foss,  who  kept  the  books  for  years,  handed  them  over  to 
Spokane  County  when  the  township  dissolved  and  no  one  has  seen  them 
since.  Foss  died  two  years  ago. 

Last  week  her  son,  71-year-old  Weston  Foss,  went  searching  for 
his  ancestors'  graves  at  Mica  Cemetery. 

The  graves  were  difficult  to  locate  since  many  markers  are  now 


overgrown  with  lilac  bushes.  Pine  trees  have  grown  on  top  of  graves, 
crowding  headstones. 

"I  guess,  when  you're  dead,  you're  dead,  and  you  don't  care 
whether  there's  a pine  tree  growing  or  a nice  lawn,"  Foss  said. 

(c)  2000  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 
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California's  Miwok  Indians  fight  to  reclaim  official  tribal  status 
>From  Rusty  Dornin 
c.  CNN 

Duly  13,  2000 

FORESTVILLE,  California  (CNN)  --  The  Miwok  Indians  of  coastal  Northern 
California  are  fighting  for  official  tribal  recognition  to  regain  federal 
benefits  and  to  help  restore  cultural  traditions. 

For  hundreds  of  years,  the  Miwoks  lived  in  houses  made  of  redwood  bark 
and  hunted  and  fished  the  coastal  areas  of  the  state  until  Spanish 
explorers  arrived  and  settlers  eventually  claimed  the  land. 

Most  of  the  Miwok  culture  was  wiped  out,  along  with  those  of  other 
California  Indians. 

In  1958,  Congress  told  the  Miwoks  and  37  other  California  tribes  they 
weren't  tribes  anymore,  a move  that  denied  those  Indians  all  the  federal 
benefits  given  to  other  Native  Americans. 

"Because  we  were  terminated,  we  weren't  eligible  for  any  of  those  things 
so  if  my  children  wanted  to  go  to  college  and  apply  for  a Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  scholarship  --  we're  not  Indian,"  said  Tribal  Chairman  Greg  Sarris 

Sarris,  far  right,  talks  about  the  push  for  tribal  status 
New  name,  new  goals 

Descendants  of  the  Miwoks  now  call  themselves  "The  Federated  Indians  of 
the  Graton  Rancheria."  There  are  360  members. 

While  the  group  is  seeking  federal  recognition,  unlike  many  other  tribes 
they  have  promised  no  casinos  and  no  gambling. 

"I  think  the  anti-gaming  clause  shows,  'Fley,  these  Indians  aren't  doing 
this  for  the  money,'"  said  Sarris. 

The  clause  did  get  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  the  House  approved 
restoration  of  the  Miwok 's  tribal  status. 

"First  of  all,  we  righted  a many-years  wrong  that  should  have  never 
happened  in  the  first  place,"  said  Rep.  Lynn  Woolsey,  D-California,  who 
sponsored  the  bill. 

If  the  bill  becomes  law,  the  tribe  will  get  health,  education  and 
economic  benefits  and  will  begin  to  reestablish  their  culture. 

Restoring  lost  culture 

One  of  the  first  steps  will  be  lessons  in  the  Miwok  language,  which  has 
all  but  disappeared.  There  also  are  hopes  for  a small  tract  of  land,  a 
reservation . 

"One  of  our  most  important  needs  is  a cultural  center  because  so  many  of 
our  things  have  been  lost  in  the  past,  in  the  museums,  and  have  been 
stolen,"  said  Gene  Buvelot,  the  vice  tribal  chairman. 

For  Brianne  Ross,  the  pursuit  of  tribal  recognition  means  her  daughter 
will  have  a sense  of  identity  that  Ross  never  had. 

"I  definitely  want  her  to  know  she's  Indian,"  said  Ross. 

The  pending  legislation  would  also  open  the  door  for  the  tribe  to 
recover  land  in  California's  Marin  or  Sonoma  counties,  "if  there  are  no 
adverse  legal  claims  to  such  property,"  the  bill  says. 
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DIFFERENT  VIEWS:  For  the  Goshutes,  a Test  of  Tradition 

BY  BOB  MIMS 

SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

7/16/2000 

To  outsiders.  Skull  Valley  is  an  aptly  named  inferno,  a sagebrush 
wasteland  populated  mostly  by  rattlesnakes,  rodents  and  the  occasional 
hawk.  But  to  Sammy  Blackbear,  it  is  a holy  place. 

As  sunrise  chases  away  the  stars  and  pre-dawn  stillness  of  Utah's 
western  desert,  he  communes  with  his  ancestral  past  and  seeks  strength  for 
his  ongoing  battle  against  a massive  high-level  nuclear  waste  repository 
proposed  for  the  land  of  the  Skull  Valley  Band  of  Goshutes. 

Blackbear' s view  of  the  land  as  sacred,  a dwelling  place  of  ancestral 
spirits  and  deities,  is  one  traditionally  held  by  American  Indians.  It 
also  is  a belief  increasingly  compromised  by  economic  necessities  --  and 
the  Skull  Valley  Goshutes  are  a prime  example. 

"You  pray  to  the  sun  and  give  thanks,"  says  Blackbear,  one  of  only  two 
dozen  Goshutes  still  living  on  his  tribe's  18,000-acre  reservation.  "We 
have  such  traditions.  We  dance,  we  hunt,  we  use  the  same  medicines,  plants 
and  herbs  we  did  hundreds  of  years  ago. 

"You  don't  disturb  things,  dig  things  up  except  for  something  like 
agriculture,  or  bother  the  animals,"  he  says.  "You  respect  Mother  Earth; 
that  is  how  we  have  been  taught." 

Other  tribes  have  struggled  with  the  modern  dichotomy  of  tradition  vs. 
practicality,  erecting  dams  to  tame  wild  rivers  or  allowing  casinos  to 
sprout  on  reservation  lands  in  hopes  of  attracting  white  gamblers. 

Now,  it  is  the  Skull  Valley  Goshutes'  turn  to  test  tradition.  The 
tribe's  125  members,  most  forced  by  economic  necessity  to  live  off  the 
reservation,  are  bitterly  divided  over  plans  to  store  40,000  metric  tons 
of  spent  nuclear  fuel  rods  on  the  reservation  70  miles  southwest  of  Salt 
Lake  City. 

Blackbear  and  his  supporters,  about  a third  of  the  tribe,  have  fought 
the  project  as  a toxic  assault  on  sacred  lands.  Goshutes  Chairman  Leon 
Bear,  who  signed  a 1997  lease  with  a consortium  of  eight  out-of-state 
utilities  for  the  $3  billion  facility,  defends  the  deal  as  the  best  hope 
for  jobs  and  revenue. 

"We're  simply  looking  at  this  as  economic  development,"  Bear  says.  "We 
did  an  extensive  study  of  the  project,  we  talked  with  tribal  members  about 
it.  In  all,  this  has  been  going  on  almost  10  years.  We  didn't  rush  into 
it . " 

As  for  traditions.  Bear  has  said,  he  prefers  another:  survival.  That,  he 
says,  is  a trait  Goshutes  perfected  in  scouring  subsistence  from  the 
desert  for  centuries  before  they  were  herded  onto  their  barren 
reservations  in  1863,  having  lost  a war  with  encroaching  Mormon  settlers. 

At  the  opening  of  the  21st  century.  Bear  argues,  the  struggle  is  for 
economic  survival,  and  salvation  comes  in  hundreds  of  jobs  and  millions  of 
dollars  in  revenue  promised  by  Wisconsin-based  repository  developer 
Private  Fuel  Storage  (PFS). 

"I  consider  myself  to  be  a traditionalist,  too,  to  some  extent.  I have 
reverence  for  the  animals,  plant  life  and  the  Earth,"  he  says.  "But  I also 
have  reverence  for  the  people;  we're  trying  to  balance  things  with  this 
venture. " 

Bear  bristles  when  it  is  suggested  the  repository  betrays  traditional 
American  Indian  reverence  for  Earth. 

"In  our  circumstances,  that  is  hypocritical.  People  talk  about 


environmental  justice,  but  in  Skull  Valley  we  talk  about  environmental 
injustice,"  he  says.  "The  impact  on  us  [from  the  nuclear  repository]  will 
be  a lot  less  than  all  the  hazardous  sites  we  already  have  around  us." 

Bear  refers  to  nearby  Dugway  Proving  Ground  and  its  chemical  and 
biological  warfare  laboratories;  three  hazardous  waste  dumps,  including 
one  handling  low-level  radioactive  materials;  MagCorp,  which  emits 
millions  of  pounds  of  chlorine  from  its  Great  Salt  Lake  plant;  and  outside 
Tooele,  the  Deseret  Chemical  Depot,  which  stores  43  percent  of  the 
nation's  aging  chemical  weapons  stockpile  and  the  Army  incinerator  that  is 
burning  it. 

"Those  things  are  fearful  to  us  because  they  are  gasses  that  go  wherever 
the  wind  goes,"  Bear  says.  "This  [nuclear]  material  won't  be  gases  or 
liquids,  but  solid  material. 

"You  know,  the  Army  didn't  ask  us  if  it  was  OK  to  store  all  that  nerve 
agent  in  our  back  yard,  and  the  Army  also  didn't  ask  us  if  they  could 
bring  anthrax  out  here  to  their  labs  to  study  it." 

Growing  opposition  has  not  withered  Bear's  stance.  Besides  the  Blackbear 
contingent,  the  proposed  dump  site  70  miles  southwest  of  Salt  Lake  City 
has  drawn  fire  from  environmentalists,  71  Indian  tribes  --  including  the 
Skull  Valley  Band's  cousins  some  200  miles  to  the  west  near  the  Deep  Creek 
Mountains,  the  410-member  Goshute  Tribe  --  and  Gov.  Mike  Leavitt. 

Last  year,  Leavitt  declared  the  PFS  dump  would  become  reality  "over  my 
dead  body."  Bear  fired  back,  denouncing  the  governor's  opposition  as  a 
"blatantly  racist"  undermining  of  tribal  sovereignty. 

"It's  a matter  of  survival  for  us  now.  But  we've  survived  all  these 
years  and  will  continue  to  do  so,"  Bear  says.  We're  not  going  anywhere. 
This  is  our  home.  We  will  always  be  here." 

Two  prominent  historians  well-versed  in  American  Indian  and  Mormon 
settlement  in  Utah  say  their  sympathies  are  with  the  Goshutes,  perhaps  the 
most  mistreated  tribes  in  the  annals  of  the  Great  Basin. 

"When  the  Mormon  settlers  moved  in,  the  hills  were  covered  with  wheat 
grass,  one  of  the  main  sources  of  food  for  the  [Goshute]  Indians.  The 
women  could  gather  the  seeds  in  their  winnowing  baskets,  make  mush  out  of 
it,  grind  it  into  flour,"  says  Brigham  D.  Madsen,  University  of  Utah 
history  professor  emeritus  and  author  of  numerous  books  on  area  tribes. 

"When  the  pioneers  moved  in,  they  brought  their  cattle  herds  and 
destroyed  these  grasslands.  Now  you  have  Skull  Valley  and  it  looks  like  a 
desert . " 

Still,  Madsen  does  not  think  the  answer  is  to  add  one  more  hazardous 
waste  operation  to  the  west  desert  area.  "My  sympathies  are  with  the 
traditionalists.  I think  [a  nuclear  waste  dump]  is  a mistake. 

"Why  can't  the  federal  and  state  governments  help  them  out  in  other 
ways?  After  all,  we  took  their  homeland  from  them,"  he  says. 

D.  Michael  Quinn,  a leading  scholar  on  Mormon  history  now  living  in  Los 
Angeles,  says  the  record  of  Goshute  relations  with  whites  was  typical  of 
American  Indian  contacts  with  European  settlers  in  America. 

"You  have  traditionalists  who  resist  European  inroads  in  their  lives, 
and  you  have  . . . assimilationists  [who]  take  what  they  can,  and 
sometimes  that  pertains  to  [compromising]  religious  beliefs  like 
veneration  of  the  land  and  its  spiritual  meaning,"  he  said. 

"It's  always  been  a question  of  whose  ox  is  gored,  or  whose  cattle  feed 
on  green  pastures,"  Quinn  adds.  "When  it  suited  the  white  majority  of  Utah 
to  invite  hazardous  waste  in,  they  did  so  . . . now  they  want  to  deny  both 
the  benefits  and  the  risks  to  the  Goshutes." 

Bear  and  his  supporters  have  insisted  the  reservation  has  no  viable 
economic  alternatives  to  the  nuclear  waste  project. 

"We  can't  do  anything  here  that's  green  or  environmental,"  Bear  said  in 
May's  edition  of  Outside  Magazine.  "Would  you  buy  a tomato  from  us  if  you 
knew  what  was  out  here?  Of  course  not.  In  order  to  attract  any  kind  of 
development,  we  have  to  be  consistent  with  what  surrounds  us." 

Even  tomatoes  might  be  a stretch  for  the  water-starved  reservation, 
which  has  only  an  estimated  160  irrigable  acres  along  with  some  meager 
grasslands  to  graze  some  cattle. 

Blackbear  knows  the  argument  well,  but  remains  unconvinced.  Better  to  go 
without  the  new  jobs  than  accept  potentially  dangerous  radioactive  wastes. 


he  insists. 

"We  don't  have  a large  reservation,  it's  a small  one.  But  this  is  what 
our  ancestors  left  us,  and  what  we  will  leave  our  children,"  he  said.  "Do 
we  leave  them  toxic  wastes,  or  do  we  try  to  leave  the  land  to  them  as  it 
was  left  for  us?" 

It  is  a question  unlikely  to  be  answered  anytime  soon.  In  addition  to 
weathering  ongoing  litigation,  the  lease  Bear  signed  three  years  ago  has 
yet  to  clear  regulatory  hurdles.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  not 
granted  final  approval,  and  the  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  is  in 
the  process  of  drafting  its  final  environmental  impact  statement.  In  all, 
the  permit  review  alone  is  expected  to  take  two  more  years. 

If  approved,  rail  and  truck  shipments  of  nuclear  waste  could  begin  as 
early  as  2003.  The  Skull  Valley's  40-acre,  above-ground  concrete  storage 
facility  is  supposed  to  be  temporary;  the  Department  of  Energy  is  building 
a permanent  repository  at  Yucca  Mountain  in  Nevada,  expected  to  be 
operational  by  2010. 

The  battle  has  left  Utah's  other  tribes  with  mixed  feelings.  None  would 
want  radioactive  waste  on  their  land,  but  in  varying  degrees  they  defend 
the  Goshutes'  sovereign  right  to  make  a different  choice. 

The  Deep  Creek  Goshutes  have  formally  condemned  the  repository,  but 
there  remains  much  sympathy  for  their  Skull  Valley  cousins. 

"We're  opposed  to  it,  but  there  are  a lot  of  conflicting  issues  involved, 
" said  Rupert  Steele,  the  Ibapah,  Utah-based,  tribal  vice-chairman.  "We 
all  know  that  land  has  been  a dumping  area  for  a long  time,  a wasteland." 

Ray  Baldwin,  spokesman  for  the  Navajo  Nation,  also  sympathizes  with  the 
Skull  Valley  Goshutes'  plight.  However,  the  Navajo  reservation  spanning 
parts  of  Utah,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  would  never  allow  the  repository  on 
its  lands 

"We  have  respect  for  the  land.  It  is  sacred  and  we  wouldn't  want  to  do 
anything  to  put  it  out  of  harmony  in  any  way,"  Baldwin  said,  noting  that  a 
movement  to  make  Navajo  holdings  a nuclear-free  zone,  off-limits  to  any 
radioactive  shipments,  is  gaining  momentum. 

Northern  Utes  Chairman  Roland  McCook  declined  to  comment,  saying  the 
Skull  Valley  issue  does  not  concern  his  eastern  Utah  tribe. 

However,  Bruce  Parry,  executive  director  of  the  Northwestern  Band  of 
Shoshoni,  said  that  while  it  is  important  for  the  tribes  to  be  good 
neighbors  to  the  state,  the  repository  decision  is  for  the  Goshutes  alone 
to  make. 

"It  seems  whenever  Indians  come  up  with  something  that  works  in  the 
desolate  areas  where  they  are  put,  whether  it  is  gaming  [outlawed  in  Utah] 
or  something  like  this  repository,  everyone  comes  out  against  it,"  he  said. 

"What  do  people  want  them  to  do?  Remain  destitute  like  they  have  been 
for  the  past  150  years?  I guess  they  think  another  100  years  won't  hurt." 
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Quapaw  Indian  Children  found  with  high  lead  content, 
abandoned  mines  to  blame 
By  Liz  Gray 

Picher,  OK  - In  the  center  of  Americas  largest,  abandoned  lead  and 
zinc  mines  is  not  only  a controversy  of  government  clean-up  blunders 
but  also  the  unfortunate  location  of  the  Quapaw  Tribe. 

The  miles  of  underground  mines  that  were  abandoned  years  ago  lie 
under  Picher  and  the  surrounding  towns  with  the  continual  threat  of 
cave-ins  and  a constant  spewing  of  acid  and  mineral  waste  into  the 
nearby  Tar  Creek. 

Local  residents  who  grew  up  playing  on  the  huge  piles  of  chat,  which 
were  the  waste  product  of  the  mining,  never  considered  them  dangerous 


until  Don  Ackerman,  sanitation  officer  of  the  local  Indian  Health 
clinic  found  high  lead  content  in  36%  of  the  Native  American  children 
he  tested. 

The  lead  poisoning  threat  in  local  Indian  and  non-Indian  children 
launched  a $30  million  dollar,  government  clean  up  effort.  The  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  is  managing  the  effort  to  get  the  lead  out  of 
soils  around  Tar  Creek,  which  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
ranks  as  the  most  polluted  site  in  its  Superfund  industrial-waste 
clean  up  program.  But  the  federal  government  is  currently 
investigating  allegations  of  widespread  performance  fraud  by  the 
Corps-hired  contractor  Morrison  Knudsen.  Not  only  is  the  value  of  the 
surrounding  lands,  which  is  owned  by  the  tribe,  considerably  low,  due 
to  the  underground  shafts  and  the  threat  of  lead  poisoning,  but  also 
the  local  economy  leaves  homeowners  unable  to  fix  the  problems 
Morrison  Knudsen  has  left  behind.  One  local  resident  said  the 
company's  attempt  to  replace  the  lead  contaminated  top  soil  of  her 
yard  with  a heavy  clay  content  ruined  her  yard's  ability  to  drain. 

"You  walk  on  my  lawn,  you  sink  to  your  knees,"  she  says.  "It's  a 
total  botch  job." 

Picher  resident  Don  Patterson  was  quoted  in  the  nationally  known 
newspaper  Washington  Post  regarding  the  situation.  "They  know  this  is 
a poor  town,  so  they  figure  they  can  do  whatever  they  want  and  the 
government  will  keep  paying  and  nobody  will  complain,"  said 
Patterson.  "I  don't  know.  You  can  tell  something's  not  happening 
right . " 

Among  the  controversy  are  people  like  Rebecca  3im,  a Cherokee  tribal 
member  and  local  High  School  counselor  whose  first  priority  are  the 
children.  She  has  been  in  the  forefront  to  help  educate  children  and 
families  about  how  to  lower  high  lead  poisonings  in  the  local 
children.  She  helped  start  a local  citizens  group  called  LEAD  in  1997 
that  stands  for  Local  Environmental  Action  Demanded.  High  lead  levels 
in  children  can  lead  to  attention  deficit  disorder,  lower  I.Q.  and 
eventually  kidney  disease.  "One  I.Q.  point  lost  is  a lost  potential 
for  our  country,"  said  Dim. 

It  is  believed  by  government  health  officials  that  dust  from  the 
mined  chat  is  the  culprit  for  the  lead  poisoning,  and  because  the 
chat  waste  is  used  as  gravel  filler  for  foundations  of  homes,  alleys 
and  driveways,  dust  contaminated  lead  is  tracked  into  the  local  homes 
and  absorbed  by  the  children. 

Lessons  are  taught  to  local  school  children  about  how  not  to  play  on 
the  chat  piles  and  parents  are  taught  cleaning  tips  like  constantly 
vacuum  and  clean  dust  from  furniture.  Since  1994,  lead-poisoning 
numbers  have  dropped  40  percent.  It  is  hard  to  know  whether  the  major 
factor  was  the  clean  up  by  the  Corp  or  the  lead  education  programs. 

Oklahoma  Gov.  Frank  Keating  appointed  the  Tar  Creek  Task  Force  to 
investigate  environmental  issues  in  Ottawa  County.  Keating  told  the 
newspaper  that  he  realized  the  depth  of  Ottawa  County  health  problems 
when  a local  school  superintendent  told  him  that  students  could  not 
meet  new  statewide  education  standards  because  they  had  lead 
poisoning.  I thought  that  was  the  ultimate  excuse,"  Keating  said. 

"The  dog  ate  my  homework;  the  children  are  lead  poisoned." 

More  money  is  needed  to  continue  the  clean  up  and  the  state  are 
seeking  it  through  every  avenue  they  can.  But  local  residents  want  to 
know  more  about  health  risks.  The  chat  is  known  to  contain  not  only 
lead  but  also  cadmium  and  silica  that  are  both  health  threats  for 
kidney  and  lung  disease.  Although  Miami,  the  seat  for  Ottawa  County 
only  has  12,000  residents,  there  are  two  kidney  dialysis  centers  that 
raise  local  suspicions.  To  date,  there  is  no  government  study 
determining  if  the  residents  have  a higher  count  than  average  of 
kidney  disease. 

Chief  Ed  Rogers  of  the  Quapaw  Tribe  questions  the  risk.  He  has  spent 
his  life  working  with  the  chat  for  construction  purposes  and  recently 
had  to  undergo  a kidney  transplant  because  his  kidneys  failed. 

Studies  are  continuing  by  Tar  Creek  Task  Force  and  the  EPA  on  exactly 
how  to  clean  up  such  a huge  mess  left  by  the  mining  companies  that  no 


longer  exist.  It  appears  impossible  to  fill  miles  of  underground 
tunnels  that  according  to  Task  Force  estimates  can  be  as  deep  as  a 
hundred  feet. 

But,  orange  colored,  contaminated  water  continues  to  spew  out  the 
mines'  hundreds  of  bores  holes  into  Tar  Creek,  squelching  animal  and 
plant  life  numbers  as  the  state  and  government  agencies  ponder  their 
clean-up  theories. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma  Indian 
Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved.  Please  read  the  important  Terms  of 
use/Disclaimer  regarding  material  presented  on  this  site. 
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Washington  GOP  termination  resolution  condemned 
by  Cate  Montana 
Today  staff 

SEATTLE,  Wash.  - All  across  the  country,  tribes  and  other  organizations 
united  in  outrage  over  a resolution  calling  for  termination  of  tribal 
governments  passed  by  delegates  at  the  Washington  state  Republican  Party 
convention . 

The  Native  American  Caucus  of  the  California  Democratic  Party  was  one 
of  the  first  organizations  to  formally  react.  It  unanimously  passed  a 
resolution  Dune  17  denouncing  the  Washington  state  GOP  resolution  and 
calling  for  Democratic  and  Republican  leadership,  citizens  and 
elected  leaders  to  condemn  the  resolution  and  "reaffirm  the 
preservation  and  protection  of  tribal  sovereignty  and  tribal 
self-government  for  America's  557  federally  recognized  Indian 
nations . " 

The  resolution,  co-sponsored  by  the  California  Democratic  Party 
chairman,  former  Sen.  Art  Torres,  will  be  formally  presented  to  the 
Democratic  National  Committee  in  an  attempt  to  seek  re-affirmation  of 
the  Party's  1998  resolution  supporting  tribal  sovereignty. 

As  reaction  builds,  other  state  Democratic  parties  and  candidates 
jumped  on  the  bandwagon.  The  Nebraska  Democratic  Party  called  for  a 
formal  resolution  rebuking  the  GOP  position.  Ed  Penhale,  spokesman 
for  Gov.  Gary  Locke's  re-election  campaign  in  Washington,  calls  the 
resolution  a "slap  in  the  face  of  Indian  tribes." 

Letter-writing  campaigns  were  started  by  the  California  Native  Indian 
Gaming  Association,  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Association  and  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  and  others,  to  encourage  more 
tribes  throughout  the  country  to  adopt  similar  resolutions  voicing 
grave  concern  over  the  move  by  the  Washington  State  GOP. 

The  inflammatory  resolution,  sponsored  by  Dohn  Fleming,  a delegate 
from  Skagit  County,  called  for  the  executive  and  legislative  branches 
of  the  federal  government  to  take  immediate  steps  to  terminate 
non-republican  forms  of  government  on  Indian  reservations  and 
compensate  non-Indians  who  had  been  injured  through  a denial  of  their 
constitutionally  guaranteed  rights  to  representation. 

Although  there  was  no  implementation  plan  in  the  resolution,  Fleming 
called  for  military  force,  including  the  U.S.  Army,  Air  Force  and 
Marines,  should  tribes  resist. 

Fleming  is  a non-Indian  resident  of  the  Swinomish  Reservation  in 
Washington . 

Swinomish  Chairman  Brian  Cladoosby  says  Fleming  has  leased  tribal 
trust  land  for  years  but  never  approached  tribal  government  with 
complaints  about  lack  of  representation  or  any  other  consideration 
for  that  matter. 

"I  don't  know  the  guy  and  I couldn't  make  him  out  in  a crowd," 


Cladoosby  says. 

Deron  Marquez,  chairman  of  the  San  Manuel  Band  of  Mission  Indians  in 
California,  wrote  Washington  GOP  Chairman  Sen.  Don  Benton,  saying 
"The  resolution  by  the  Washington  State  Republican  Party  is,  at  best, 
the  result  of  a peevish  voice  that  seeks  basic  constitutional  change 
out  of  a regard  for  their  own  self-interest.  At  worst,  it  is  flagrant 
racism. " 

Non-Indian  groups,  such  as  the  Northwest  Coalition  for  Human  Dignity 
rushed  to  make  their  voices  heard  in  support  of  tribes.  The  coalition 
reaffirmed  an  existing  resolution  calling  on  member  organizations  and 
associate  members  to  stand  in  support  as  allies  to  Indian  nations. 

"Clearly  the  resolution  is  appalling,"  says  Leah  Henry-Slaney, 
coalition  board  member  and  member  of  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe.  "Our  people 
have  suffered  enough  and  have  lost  plenty  and  we  don't  need  to  lose 
what  little  is  left.  That  it  got  through  the  convention  with  only  two 
people  voting  against  it  sends  a very  bad  signal.  ...  It  shows  the 
ignorance  of  society  at-large.  They  don't  understand  what  treaty 
rights  are  and  sovereignty  is." 

Despite  the  furor  the  resolution  has  created,  Fleming  said  he  would 
like  to  see  it  introduced  at  the  GOP  national  convention  later  this 
month  in  Chicago.  But  Benton,  from  Vancouver,  says  that  although  it 
is  possible  a delegate  to  the  national  party  convention  could  present 
the  resolution,  the  possibility  was  highly  unlikely. 

"It  is  not  an  official  position  of  the  Washington  State  Republican 
Party,"  Benton  says.  "Those  are  only  achieved  through  a platform  and 
planks  in  the  actual  platform  of  the  party,  of  which  this  resolution 
is  not." 

Unlike  an  official  party  plank,  a resolution  is  an  "item  of  concern" 
brought  forward  by  individual  delegates  that  address  social  issues  to 
be  considered  by  other  delegates.  Benton  stressed  that  resolutions 
have  little  power  and  should  not  to  be  mistaken  for  official  party 
line. 

GOP  resolutions  committee  chairwoman  Beth  Denson  previously  admitted 
that  neither  she  nor  other  committee  members  understood  ramifications 
of  the  resolution  but  voted  for  it  because  it  appeared  to  be  about 
"acts  by  the  tribal  governments  that  weren't  the  way  we  do  government 
in  America . " 

State  GOP  officials  hasten  to  point  out  that  the  offending  resolution 
was  passed  in  the  last  hours  of  the  convention  as  part  of  a group  of 
resolutions  recommended  by  the  resolutions  committee.  As  a result, 
there  was  no  debate.  It  was  passed  by  the  1,300  Republican  delegates 
with  only  two  dissenting  votes. 

But  late  convention  nights  and  fuzzed  brains  have,  so  far,  not 
impressed  critics  of  the  resolution. 

"It  sounds  like  late-night  riders  are  something  that  the  Republicans 
are  good  at,"  says  Henry-Slaney.  "Look  at  Slade  Gorton." 

And,  despite  fuzzy  rhetoric  to  the  contrary,  some  Republican 
officials  still  seem  to  stand  on  the  side  of  the  resolution. 

"My  personal  position  on  this  issue  is  that  we've  got  some  work  to  do 
in  terms  of  trying  to  make  people  feel  more  included  in  the  decisions 
that  affect  their  lives,"  Benton  says.  "I  think  it's  similar  to 
immigrants  who  come  to  America  who  don't  feel  like  they're  part  of 
the  process  that  are  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  ...  There  are 
many  tribes  who  do  have  republican  forms  of  government  and  some  that 
do  not.  And  we  need  to  work  for  that." 

Cate  Montana  reports  from  the  Pacific  Northwest.  She  can  be  reached 
at  360-894-5617.  E-mail  at  stellar@spso.net. 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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DNC  Chair  Criticizes  Republicans 
for  Anti-Native  American  Rhetoric 

Washington,  D.C.-  Democratic  National  Committee  (DNC)  National  Chair 
Doe  Andrew  criticized  the  Washington  State  Republican  party  today  for 
passing  a resolution  calling  for  the  abolition  of  tribal  governments. 

"Trying  to  dissolve  tribal  sovereignty  is  an  insult  to  Native 
Americans  across  the  nation,"  said  Andrew.  "I  call  upon  Gov.  George 
W.  Bush  and  the  Republican  National  Committee  to  publicly  denounce 
these  unjust  and  racist  actions  by  the  Washington  State  Republican 
party. " 

Last  week,  the  Washington  Republican  party  passed  a resolution  which 
stated:  "Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  of  the  federal  government  immediately  take  whatever  steps 
necessary  to  terminate  all  such  nonrepublican  forms  of  government  on 
Indian  reservations,  and  compensate  those  citizens  who  have  wrongly 
suffered  loss  due  to  denial  of  their  constitutionally  guaranteed 
rights  to  be  governed  by  a republican  form  of  government."  [The 
Spokesman-Review,  7/3/00] 

A representative  of  the  Washington  Republicans  plans  on  bringing  the 
issue  before  the  entire  party  at  the  Republican  National  Convention 
in  Duly.  [Associated  Press,  7/12/00] 

"That  any  political  body,  especially  one  claiming  to  work  within  a 
'republican  form,1  could  write  and  pass  such  discriminatory  rhetoric 
is  unconscionable,"  said  Andrew.  "It  is  hard  to  believe  that  even 
Republicans  could  come  up  with  something  this  inflammatory." 

Andrew  also  lambasted  the  Washington  Republicans  for  suggesting  the 
use  of  U.S.  Armed  Forces  to  remove  tribal  government  authority.  As 
one  Washington  Republican  exclaimed,  "if  Indians  don't  like  it,  send 
in  troops."  [The  Spokesman-Review,  7/5/00] 

"The  notion  that  the  U.S.  should  send  troops  to  overtake  the  Native 
Americans  is  incredibly  offensive,"  said  Andrew.  "Maybe  the 
Republicans  need  to  send  troops  to  rein  in  their  out-of -control  state 
parties  and  far-right  wing  leaders." 
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GOP  apologizes  for  move  to  end  Indian  self-rule 
By  DAVID  AMMONS 
c.  Associated  Press 
7/18/2000 

OLYMPIA  --  The  state  Republican  Party,  scrambling  to  undo  some  of  the 
damage  from  a recent  resolution  against  tribal  sovereignty,  on  Monday 
apologized  and  offered  a substitute  statement  that  affirms  Indians'  right 
to  self-govern. 

The  new  resolution,  adopted  by  the  GOP  state  executive  board  at  the 
suggestion  of  party  Chairman  Don  Benton,  is  the  latest  effort  at  damage 
control.  Tribes,  human  rights  groups.  Democrats  and  newspaper  editorials 
have  denounced  a statement  quietly  adopted  at  the  state  GOP  convention  in 
Dune  in  Spokane. 

U.S.  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  state  Flouse  Co-Speaker  Clyde  Ballard  and  GOP 
gubernatorial  frontrunner  Dohn  Carlson  all  have  distanced  themselves  from 


their  party's  original  resolution.  Party  leaders  have  expressed  concern 
that  accusations  of  bigotry  will  give  Democrats  a wedge  issue  to  use 
against  the  GOP,  possibly  hurting  George  W.  Bush's  attempt  to  carry  the 
state  in  the  presidential  race  and  blunting  the  party's  efforts  to  reach 
out  to  minority  voters. 

The  original  resolution,  sponsored  by  John  Fleming,  a Skagit  County  non- 
Indian  who  lives  on  the  Swinomish  Reservation,  calls  for  the  federal 
government  to  "take  whatever  steps  necessary  to  terminate  all  such 
nonrepublican  forms  of  government  on  Indian  reservations." 

Benton,  elaborating  on  what  he  called  a "clarification"  of  the 
convention's  intent,  said  Fleming  was  "frustrated  with  the  lack  of 
representation  for  nontribal  members  on  reservations,  and  sought  equal 
representation  for  all  reservation  citizens  through  his  resolution." 

But  the  actual  wording  of  the  resolution  and  comments  Fleming  made  after 
the  convention  have  "blown  this  issue  out  of  proportion,"  Benton  said  in  a 
statement  released  by  the  party. 

The  new  resolution,  adopted  under  a rule  that  allows  the  executive  board 
to  act  for  the  party  between  conventions,  blames  the  media  for  the  outcry. 
"The  media  has  misquoted  and  misrepresented  the  content  of  the  resolution, 
while  printing  inflammatory  comments  from  individuals  with  NO  authority  to 
speak  for  the  Republican  Party,"  the  resolution  said. 

The  original  language  did  not  call  for  an  end  to  tribal  sovereignty  or 
termination  of  any  treaty,  and  did  not  denigrate  tribes  "in  any  way,"  the 
party  insisted.  The  GOP  is  pledged  to  working  with  Indians  on  a variety  of 
issues,  the  party  said. 

The  state  party  offered  an  apology,  saying  it  "truly  regrets  any  anxiety 
or  discomfort  caused  by  this  resolution  and  that  we,  as  a party,  recognize 
and  reaffirm  our  continuing  and  ongoing  support  for  Native  American 
sovereignty  as  well  as  their  ability  and  right  to  self-govern  as 
determined  by  legal  treaties  signed  with  the  United  States  of  America." 

"RE : Flistory  debated  in  Cayuga  Land  Claim"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Dul  2000  15:44:25  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub  j : Flistory  debated  in  Cayuga  land  claim 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

By  DAMES  M.  ODATO,  Capitol  bureau 
First  published:  Wednesday,  Duly  19,  2000 
Flistory  debated  in  Cayuga  land  claim 

Expert  witness's  finding  of  centuries  of  bad-faith  negotiations 
contested  by  state  attorney  as  inaccurate 

SYRACUSE  --  As  a state  lawyer  challenged  dark  portrayals  of  New 
York's  200-year  treatment  of  Native  Americans  during  a land-claim 
trial,  the  six  Iroquois  nations  blasted  the  Pataki  administration  for 
trying  to  force  tribes  into  making  deals  on  taxation  and  gambling. 

In  the  second  day  of  the  trial  of  the  Cayuga  Indians  and  the  United 
States  of  America  against  Gov.  George  Pataki,  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Dave  Roberts  questioned  the  expertise  of  the  Department  of 
Dustice's  expert  witness,  anthropology  professor  Peter  M.  Whiteley. 

In  support  of  the  tribes'  claim  that  the  state  owes  them  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars,  Whiteley,  of  Sarah  Lawrence  College  in  Yonkers, 
and  the  Cayugas'  expert,  Laurence  M.  Flauptman,  history  professor  at 
the  State  University  at  New  Paltz,  found  a trail  of  bad-faith 
negotiations  with  the  Cayugas  and  other  tribes  over  the  past  200 
years . 

At  issue  in  the  trial  before  U.S.  District  Court  Dudge  Neal  McCurn  is 
whether  the  Cayugas  are  owed  interest  on  a land  rental  figure  of  $1.9 
million  that  a jury  in  February  decided  the  state  owes  the  Indians. 

The  rent  was  part  of  a $36.9  million  award  to  the  Cayuga  Indian 
Nation  of  New  York,  numbering  about  500  members,  and  the 
Seneca-Cayuga  Tribe  of  Oklahoma,  a group  of  about  4,000. 

The  Cayugas  lost  their  64,000-acre  reservation  on  Cayuga  Lake  in 


deals  in  1795  and  1807  with  the  state,  which  has  since  paid  them 
about  $1,800  annually.  The  deals  were  declared  illegal  because  they 
were  not  approved  by  Congress,  a requirement  the  state  knew  of, 
according  to  the  tribe's  and  federal  government's  experts. 

Experts  have  even  suggested  that  prominent  figures  in  state  history, 
including  the  family  of  New  York's  first  governor,  George  Clinton, 
had  conflicts  of  interests  because  their  families  were  land 
speculators . 

Economists  for  the  tribe  calculated  interest  on  the  rent  at  $1.7 
billion;  the  Justice  Department  set  it  at  $500  million  to  $600 
million . 

The  state  says  nothing  is  owed  because  it  dealt  with  the  Indians 
fairly  and  the  treaties  were  made  with  the  knowledge  of  federal 
authorities . 

"I  would  contest  any  characterization  of  a dark  episode, ' ' said 
Roberts,  head  of  the  state's  defense  team.  "We  contest  any  attempt  to 
put  contemporary  spin  on  historical  facts  --  judgmental  spin.'' 

The  case  is  the  first  of  at  least  four  Indian  claims  that  could  cost 
the  state  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars.  Members  of  the  St.  Regis 
Mohawk  Tribal  Council  and  Onondaga  leaders  have  watched  the 
proceedings.  Onondaga  Chief  Irving  Powless  Dr.  said  his  tribe  is 
close  to  joining  four  other  Iroquois  nations  in  making  a land  claim. 

The  Iroquois  also  put  out  a joint  statement  criticizing  the  state, 
saying,  "The  settlement  discussions  with  the  state  have  completely 
broken  down  in  large  part  because  of  the  governor's  insistence  that 
taxation,  revenue-sharing  and  organized  gambling  be  attached  to  our 
legitimate  land  claims.'' 

The  statement  came  after  leaders  of  the  six  nations  discussed 
concerns  about  Pataki's  land-claims  dealings  and  a bill  he  plans  to 
sign  restricting  cigarette  deliveries  and  Internet  sales. 
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Shoshone  say  they  won't  be  bought  off 

RENO,  Nev.,  Duly  19  AVWestern  Shoshone  leaders  said  a proposal  to 
distribute  $121  million  in  payment  for  millions  of  acres  taken  from 
their  ancestors  just  perpetuates  a land  grab  the  federal  government 
began  during  the  Civil  War. 

Tribal  leaders  called  a news  conference  in  Reno  to  focus  on 
a bill  introduced  last  month  by  Sen.  Harry  Reid.  Reid  is  proposing  to 
pay  $20,000  to  every  Shoshone  man,  woman  and  child  for  land  taken  in 
the  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley. 

Three  tribal  chairmen  said  Reid's  bill  is  simply  the  latest 
attempt  to  complete  the  illegal  seizure  of  Western  Shoshone  ancestral 
lands.  They  represent  the  faction  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  that 
claims  the  land  was  never  ceded  to  the  government  and  the  $121 
million  represents  a paltry  attempt  to  buy  them  off. 

Others  in  the  nation  argue  just  as  vigorously  that  itARs  time  the 
tribal  members  simply  take  the  money. 

Reid  said  his  proposal  is  far  from  being  a done  deal.  He  said  it 
probably  won't  pass  this  year  and  there  will  be  hearings  next  year  to 
let  everybody  have  a say. 
c.  MSNBC 
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The  Kootenai  Culture  Committee  has  released  a new  320-page,  paperback 
Kootenai-English  dictionary.  It's  available  to  enrolled  members  of  the 
Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  for  $15  USj  the  price  for 
non-members  is  $25  US.  (Add  $3  for  mail  orders.)  Visit  the  committee's 
headquarters  in  Elmo  or  write:  Kootenai  Culture  Committee,  Box  155, 

Elmo,  MT  59915.  The  D'Arcy  McNickle  Library  in  Pablo  has  several  copies 
available  for  borrowing,  as  well. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  2000,  Char-Koosta  News 
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Indians'  languages  near  extinction 

By  Mark  Shaffer 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Duly  16,  2000 

CAMP  VERDE  - There  are  only  a dozen  speakers  of  the  language  left  - and 
only  one  person  under  18  learning  it  - but  Lorraine  Sanchez  isn't  about  to 
give  up  on  the  local  dialect  of  Yavapai,  once  the  dominant  language  of  the 
Verde  Valley. 

Sanchez  leans  forward  in  her  wheelchair,  listening  intently,  as  the 
weekly  Yavapai  language  class  of  the  Camp  Verde  Yavapai-Apache  Nation 
begins.  The  subject  this  night,  in  a language  no  child  has  spoken  in  the 
home  since  Harry  Truman  was  president,  is  the  Yavapai  words  for  the  trees 
of  the  valley.  Sanchez  reflects  back  to  the  long-ago  words  of  her  parents 
and  grandparents . 

Ahnahla  - mesquite,  she  says,  as  14  other  mainly  elderly  people  write 
what  they  hear  phonetically.  Ah  dtas  sah  - sycamore.  She  repeats  the  word 
forcefully  three  times  for  a woman  who  has  trouble  pronouncing  the  'dt' 
sound.  Ah  yohh  - willow,  she  intones. 

After  class,  Sanchez  acknowledged  the  hardships  of  trying  to  save  a 
dying  language,  one  of  several  Native  American  dialects  in  the  state  on 
the  verge  of  extinction.  She  had  volunteered  to  be  an  apprentice  to  the 
young.  Only  two  local  teenagers  had  been  willing  to  learn.  One  dropped  out 
after  a few  weeks.  The  one  who  remained  wasn't  even  Yavapai. 

English  dominates 

That  situation  is  hardly  unusual  in  a society  increasingly  dominated  by 
English  and  Spanish  where,  short  of  an  influx  of  money  and  language 
immersion  for  young  tribal  members,  only  about  20  of  the  155  Native 
American  languages  in  the  United  States  are  expected  to  survive  this 
century. 

Linguists  say  the  situation  is  grim  in  Arizona. 

Consider : 

- Of  the  state's  21  federally  recognized  tribes,  nearly  half  have  50  or 
fewer 


tribal  members  who  can  speak  their  native  language.  The  number  of  tribal 
councils  conducting  meetings  in  English  has  increased  dramatically  in 
recent 
years . 

- Even  isolated,  growing  tribes  such  as  the  Navajos,  who  make  up  nearly  half 
of  the  Native  American  language  speakers  in  this  country,  face  a language 
crisis.  Bilingual  educators  on  the  nation's  largest  reservation  say  the 
number  of  fluent  speakers  of  the  language  is  half  what  it  was  a decade  ago. 
Meanwhile,  the  number  of  Navajo  children  speaking  only  English  nearly 
tripled  to  almost  30  percent  from  1980  to  1990,  and  educators  say  that  trend 
has  accelerated  during  the  past  decade. 

- Although  an  anti-bilingual  education  measure  being  pushed  for  the  Nov. 
ballot  has  targeted  Spanish  speakers.  Native  American  educators  say  that  if 
such  a law  passes,  it  could  end  efforts  to  instruct  tribal  languages  on  the 
reservations . 

- Despite  congressional  measures  in  the  early  1990s  that  pay  lip  service  to 
preserving  Native  American  languages,  funding  has  been  limited  and  the 
competition  for  the  language-instruction  dollar  has  been  intense. 

The  only  hope  for  the  trend  to  be  reversed  is  youngsters  in  preschool 
programs  being  immersed  in  the  tribal  languages  by  elders  who  speak  the 
ancient  tongues,  said  Elizabeth  Brandt,  an  Arizona  State  University 
anthropologist  who  has  worked  extensively  with  the  Apache  tribes. 

"It's  going  to  take  an  extraordinary  grass-roots  effort  now  to  turn  this 
around,"  Brandt  said,  adding  that  tribes  need  to  think  seriously  about 
adopting  the  Hawaiian  model  of  required  immersion  programs  for  young 
people  to  learn  the  language  and  culture.  Many  tribes  have  been  in  denial, 
Brandt  said,  hiding  behind  a false  sense  of  security  based  on  such  reports 
as  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  1990  Native  American  study.  The  study,  among 
other  things,  reported  that  there  are  nearly  150,000  Navajo  speakers  in 
Arizona,  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  and  almost  13,000  Apache  speakers  and  12,000 
speakers  of  the  Tohono  O'odham/Pima  languages  in  Arizona. 

Number  question 

Those  numbers  were  arrived  at  by  asking  Native  American  census 
participants  only  if  the  person  speaks  a language  at  home  other  than 
English . 

The  truth  of  the  matter,  Brandt  and  other  experts  in  the  field  say,  is 
that  there's  probably  only  about  one-quarter  to  one-third  that  number  who 
actually  are  fluent  speakers.  And  an  overwhelming  number  of  them  are  old 
enough  to  qualify  for  Social  Security  benefits  now. 

"I  had  a colleague  who  did  a language  survey  in  the  Gilson  Wash  district 
of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Reservation,"  Brandt  said.  "He  didn't  find  one 
speaker  of  the  language  under  age  18." 

That  tracks  with  what  Irene  Silentman,  a bilingual  specialist  for  the 
Navajo  Department  of  Education  in  Window  Rock,  has  observed. 

'Shocking  decline' 

"There  has  been  a shocking  decline  in  people  speaking  our  language, 
especially  in  the  Arizona  part  of  the  reservation, " Silentman  said.  "On 
top  of  that,  we  only  have  one  school  district  in  the  entire  Navajo  Nation 
with  immersion  and  that  only  involves  about  200  students.  I wonder  how 
effective  even  that  is,  though,  because  I've  walked  through  the  aisles  of 
those  classes  and  never  heard  any  of  the  students  interact  in  Navajo." 

The  current  malaise  in  Native  American  languages  is  the  result  of  long- 
standing federal  policy  to  eliminate  them,  something  that  has  worked  all 
too  well,  said  3on  Reyhner,  a bilingual  specialist  at  Northern  Arizona 
University  in  Flagstaff. 

After  the  U.S.  government  herded  Indians  onto  reservations  in  the  1800s, 
the  focus  turned  to  eliminating  the  native  languages.  One  of  the  favored 
tactics  in  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  boarding  schools,  even  up  to  the  1950s, 
was  washing  out  students'  mouths  with  soap  if  they  spoke  their  languages 
at  the  schools. 

That  left  deep  psychological  scars  among  generations  of  people  that 
carry  over  to  this  day.  Coupled  with  the  accessibility  of  mass 


communications  to  even  the  most  remote  corners  of  all  reservations,  the 
indigenous  languages  have  declined. 

"If  nothing  has  happened  with  the  children  on  their  native  language 
front  by  the  time  they  are  10,  you've  lost  the  battle  because  peer 
pressure  kicks  in  then  and  that's  where  English  becomes  all  pervasive," 
Reyhner  said. 

Congress  finally  officially  recognized  the  dire  straits  of  the  non- 
English  languages  and  passed  the  Native  American  Languages  Acts  of  1990 
and  1992,  which  articulate  a government  policy  of  protecting  indigenous 
languages  and  authorize  grants  for  that  purpose.  The  first  grants  of  $1 
million  to  tribes  were  given  in  late  1994,  but  the  lack  of  funding  has 
made  the  grants  highly  competitive. 

But  problems  have  remained  for  many  tribes  even  after  receiving  grant 
money. 

The  Cocopah  Tribe  near  Yuma,  which  has  fewer  than  100  speakers,  obtained 
a $300,000  language-renewal  grant  for  a two-year  program.  But  the  tribe 
lost  the  grant  in  the  midst  of  setting  up  the  program  because  of  a dispute 
with  the  program  administrator  over  the  person's  401(k)  account,  said 
Kermit  Palmer,  a tribal  spokesman. 

Some  optimism 

Not  everything  is  gloomy,  though,  on  the  language  front,  according  to 
Barnaby  Lewis,  cultural  director  for  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community. 

He  said  casino  profits  have  led  to  a limited  revitalization  of  the  Pima 
and  O'odham  languages  in  central  and  southern  Arizona. 

"There  are  1,000  to  1,500  people  on  our  reservation  who  still  are  fluent 
and  another  3,000  at  Tohono  O'odham,"  Lewis  said.  "But  I sense  that  the 
attitude  toward  learning  the  language  has  improved  a lot  in  recent  times, 
and  that  bodes  well  for  the  future." 

But  is  it  too  late  for  many  Arizona  reservations? 

The  native  language  has  all  but  disappeared  on  the  Ak-Chin,  Colorado 
River,  Fort  Mojave,  Kaibab-Paiute  and  San  3uan  Southern  Paiute 
reservations . 

Only  about  45  speakers  of  Yavapai  remain  on  the  three  reservations  where 
it  is  spoken:  Prescott,  Camp  Verde  and  Fort  McDowell. 

"Indian  languages  are  a dying  species,"  said  Katherine  Marquez,  cultural 
director  for  the  Yavapai-Apache  Nation,  adding  that  the  tribe  has  a 
last-gasp  $200,000  grant  application  to  reinvigorate  its  language.  "But  you 
know  what? 

Hebrew  came  back  from  the  dead,  and  we  can,  too." 
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Es  yapqeyni  to  be  held  at  traditional  Indian  site  near  Clark  Fork 
SANDPOINT,  Idaho  --  Nine  years  ago,  Clark  Fork  resident  Dane  Fritz  took 
Kalispel  tribal  leader  Francis  Cullooyah  by  canoe  to  a significant 
archaelogical  site  on  the  Hope  Peninsula,  near  present-day  Denton  Sough 
in  Idaho.  It  was  his  first  visit  to  see  the  bearpaw  petroglyphs,  a 
sacred  site  to  his  tribe  and  part  of  their  creation  story.  He  told  Fritz 
that  with  assimilation,  elders  of  the  tribe  had  advised  his  generation 
to  forget  their  ties  to  Lake  Pend  d'  Oreille  and  the  surrounding 
landscape,  believing  it  was  part  of  a cultural  past  that  would  never 
come  again. 

But  as  Cullooyah  looked  out  over  the  lake  from  where  they  stood,  he 
vowed  to  see  that  attitude  change.  Now,  years  later,  a visible 
reconnection  of  what  the  Kalispel  or  Pend  d'  Oreille  people  refer  to  in 
their  Salish  language  as  n'cm'mci'  is  taking  place. 

On  Duly  20,  Cullooyah  and  several  tribal  elders  from  the  Flathead  (MT), 


Kalispel  and  Spokane  (WA),  and  Coeun  d'  Alene  reservations  (ID)  --  all 
Salish  speaking  groups  --  will  gather  near  their  traditional  prehistoric 
meeting  place  in  the  Clark  Fork  River  Delta  and  hold  an  es  yapqeyni,  or 
"gathering. " 

Guest  presenters  and  storytellers , led  by  University  of  Idaho 
anthropology  professor.  Dr.  Rodney  Frey,  will  help  familiarize  the 
public  with  the  Salish  connections  to  this  place,  a place  they  say 
they've  known  and  used  since  the  last  Ice  Age.  And  they  will  share  their 
traditional  stories  about  a mythic  time  when  the  animals  used  to  speak 
to  one  another  like  people  do. 

The  public  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Idaho  Mythweaver,  a non-profit 
educational  organization  based  in  Sandpoint.  Cullooyah  serves  as  its 
president.  The  event  is  free  and  open  to  everyone  who  wants  to  learn 
more  about  the  First  Peoples  of  this  area. 

The  event  is  funded  in  part  by  The  Idaho  Flumanities  Council,  a 
state-based  program  of  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities;  A 
Territory  Resource,  a Seattle  foundation  that  promotes  social  justice 
organizations  in  the  Northwest;  the  Idaho  Community  Foundation;  and 
Coldwater  Creek. 

It  is  the  first  of  two  events  the  Idaho  Mythweaver  has  scheduled  for 
this  summer  as  part  of  a project  they  call  "N'cm'mci:  A Heritage  of 
People  and  Place."  The  next  event  will  occur  in  Sandpoint  on  Sept.  9. 

The  es  yapqeyni  begins  at  3 p.m.  with  three  field  trips  in  ethnobotany 
and  archaeology  led  by  Frances  Vanderburg  of  the  Flathead  Reservation 
and  Alice  O'Connor  and  Cullooyah  of  the  Kalispel  Reservation  in  Usk,  WA. 

The  trips  are  limited  to  15  people  each.  Reservations  can  be  made  by 
calling  lane  Fritz  at  208/266-1284  no  later  than  Duly  19. 

At  5 p.m.,  there  will  be  a social  hour  with  complimentary  desserts  and 
coffee  held  at  the  Clark  Fork  Driftyard  to  offer  people  a chance  to  meet 
and  speak  with  the  descendants  of  the  First  Peoples  of  N'cm'mci. 

At  6 p.m.,  Rodney  Frey  will  begin  the  guest  presentations  followed  by 
Cullooyah,  Robert  Sherwood  (Spokane),  leanne  Givens  (Coeur  d'Alene),  Dim 
Silohn  (Coeur  d'  Alene),  Tony  Incashola  (Pend  d'  Oreille),  and  David 
Durgeloh  (Salish).  Pauline  Flett  of  the  Spokane  Tribe  and  Richard  Mullen 
of  the  Coeur  d'Alene  will  share  traditional  stories,  myths  and  legends 
of  their  people. 

In  the  late  1800s,  Salish  groups  who  once  inhabited  what  is  now  Bonner 
County  were  separated  and  relocated  to  reservations  in  the  region. 
Although  the  historical  and  spiritual  connections  with  their  original 
homeland  were  kept  alive  in  their  oral  histories  and  cultural 
traditions,  a physical  disconnection  began  to  take  place  with  ancestral 
lands  and  waters  in  northern  Idaho. 

Tribal  peoples  continued  to  gather  in  the  river  delta  during  summer  and 
fall,  but  when  hydroelectric  dams  on  the  Clark  Fork  and  Pend  d'  Oreille 
rivers  were  built  50  years  ago,  their  journeys  to  this  place  as  a group 
ended.  The  dams  also  changed  the  native  ecology  and  inundated 
traditional  sites,  graves,  pictographs  and  petroglyphs  important  to  the 
Salish  cultural  identity. 

White  settlers  in  East  Bonner  County  used  to  call  the  prehistoric 
gathering  place  "Indian  Meadows."  Orville  Berkey  of  Clark  Fork  fondly 
remembers  playing  with  native  youth  there  during  the  summer  months  when 
he  was  just  a boy  of  five  or  six. 

"While  the  (Indian)  adults  fished  and  picked  huckleberries,  we  kids 
(Indians  and  non-Indians)  used  to  have  a good  time  racing  horses  in  the 
hay  meadow  my  father  then  owned,"  Berkey  said.  "Some  of  the  Indians  came 
from  the  Flathead  Reservation  in  Montana  and  some  came  from  the  Coeur 
d'Alene  Reservation  and  it  took  them  three  days  by  horse  and  wagon  of 
get  here." 

Berkey  still  remembers  some  of  the  family  names,  like  Smallsalmon  and 
Silohn,  and  how  the  Montana  Indians  brought  up  to  100  horses  with  them. 
Last  Duly,  the  Mythweaver  hosted  its  first  es  yapqeyni  event  at 
n'cm'mci.  Cullooyah,  joined  by  fellow  Kalispel  tribal  leader,  Stan 
Bluff,  and  Incahsola(director  of  the  Salish  Culture  Committee  on  the 
Flathead),  spoke  to  a crowd  of  more  than  150  about  the  cultural  and 
spiritual  significance  of  the  Kalispel  ancestral  homeland.  It  once 


encompassed  four  million  acres  spanning  east  between  Thompson  Falls,  MT, 
and  northwest  to  Chewelah,  WA,  along  the  Pend  d'  Oreille  River. 

The  tribal  elders  also  spoke  about  how  it  was  lost.  Incashola  reminded 
those  gathered  that  "the  traditional  sacred  places,  once  destroyed,  can 
never  be  replaced...  we  are  responsible  for  the  care  of  our  resources. 

What  matters  is  what  we  leave  behind." 

Cullooyah  concluded  the  event  by  leading  a blessing  ceremony  of  the  lake 
and  surrounding  lands  asking  Creator  or  "Grandfather"  to  help  protect 
and  preserve  this  place  from  the  threat  of  development. 

According  to  es  yapqeyni  organizer,  Fritz,  the  preservation  of  a tribal 
people's  cultural  heritage,  as  expressed  in  their  historic  properties, 
language,  traditions,  and  lifeways,  can  help  to  restore  structure  and 
pride  to  tribal  societies,  especially  where  contemporary  social  problems 
challenge  them.  Preserving  heritage  is  seen  as  a living  part  of 
contemporary  life,  she  said. 

"This  es  yapqeyni  will  help  recreate  the  story  of  the  past  --  a more 
accurate  history  than  is  presently  being  told  --  and  help  the  public 
better  understand  the  tribal  connections  to  place  and  discover  how  place 
is  integrated  into  all  aspects  of  tribal  identity  and  living 
contemporary  Indian  culture,"  she  said. 

The  local  public  will  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  from  native  elders  and 
learn  about  Native  American  lifeways,  history,  need  for  language 
preservation,  oral  literature,  ancestral  artifacts,  and  connections  to 
place  from  those  scheduled  to  speak  at  the  event.  Fritz  recommends 
bringing  a blanket  or  lawn  chair  to  sit  on  (and  non-toxic  bug  spray,  if 
you're  bothered  by  insects). 

The  Idaho  Mythweaver  of  Sandpoint  is  dedicated  to  supporting  the 
authentic  presentation  and  preservation  of  cultural  traditions  of 
Western  Native  peoples  and  their  relationship  to  Mother  Earth.  It  is  a 
IRS  tax-exempt  nonprofit  educational  corporation  registered  with  the 
State  of  Idaho  since  1989.  For  more  information,  call  208/266-1284. 

This  site  and  its  contents  are  Copyright  2000,  Char-Koosta  News 
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Seminole  Nation  changes  tribal  enrollment 
By  Mary  Pierpoint 
Today  staff 

WEWOKA,  Okla.  - Tribal  enrollment  requirements  for  the  Seminole 
Nation  in  Oklahoma  are  changing. 

In  a recent  referendum  election,  tribal  members  voted  to  require  a 
one-eighth  quantum  of  Seminole  blood  as  a part  of  enrollment 
requirements.  Former  open  enrollment  requirements  did  not  specify 
blood  quantum  as  a part  of  the  process. 

The  Seminole  Nation  does  not  allow  dual  enrollment  for  its  members. 

Those  who  apply  for  Seminole  enrollment  cannot  be  enrolled  members 
of  another  tribe  and  officials  say  the  Enrollment  Office  contacts 
other  tribes  if  one  is  specified  on  the  enrollment  application. 

The  Seminole  settled  in  what  is  now  Oklahoma,  following  their 
removal  from  Florida.  Runaway  slaves  who  had  escaped  and  lived  with 
the  Seminole  also  relocated  with  the  tribe  and  became  known  as  the 
Freedmen.  Seminole  membership  rolls  include  descendants  of  these 
Freedmen.  Enrollment  Officer  Dane  McKane  said  that  although  the 
Freedmen  are  enrolled  members,  they  are  not  given  the  same  services 
as  tribal  members  with  Seminole  blood.  Currently  the  Freedmen  have 


the  right  to  vote  in  tribal  elections. 

Part  of  the  reasoning  behind  the  changes  in  enrollment  McKane  said, 
was  because  of  the  low  blood  quantum  in  those  applying  for  tribal 
membership.  "Well,  the  blood  quantum  was  getting  so  low  that  the 
people  who  were  enrolling  weren't  even  interested  in  the  tribe.  They 
(the  election  committee)  felt  like  we  were  really  getting  people 
with  no  Indian  blood.  That  may  be  happening  from  now  on  I think, 
because  of  marriages  to  non-Indians." 

There  are  13,000  Seminoles  enrolled  with  the  tribe  and  1,927 
Freedmen  who  are  enrolled. 

"When  the  Seminoles  were  forced  out  of  Florida,  they  were  slaves. 

They  were  called  runaways  and  they  came  with  the  Seminoles  to  Indian 
Territory.  When  they  came  here,  of  course  they  had  slave  owners,  but 
they  were  freed.  That  is  why  they  are  called  Freedmen.  These 
descendants  are  now  members  of  the  tribe,"  McKane  said. 

Because  of  the  election,  Freedmen  may  be  in  jeopardy  of  losing  their 
tribal  enrollment.  "If  the  BIA  rules  on  it  (Amendment  #8  on  the 
referendum  election),  then  that  will  eliminate  the  Freedmen  because 
they  have  to  have  Indian  blood,"  McKane  explained. 

The  Freedmen  with  the  Seminole  were  the  only  former  slaves  of  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes  to  be  recognized  as  tribal  members.  "All  five 
tribes  had  Freedmen,  but  they  had  it  in  their  constitutions  and 
ordinance  that  they  would  not  accept  them.  That  has  been  their  laws 
since  they  began  their  enrollment.  I don't  know  why  we  didn't  at  the 
time,  but  we  did.  We  went  ahead  and  enrolled  them.  We  have  been 
enrolling  them  since  1975.  That  was  when  we  began  our  enrollment.  We 
were  the  first  of  the  five  tribes  to  begin  enrollment." 

Before  that  time,  those  who  came  and  lived  within  lands  under  tribal 
jurisdiction  were  those  listed  on  the  Dawes  Commission  roll.  The 
Seminole  had  not  been  enrolling  members  before  that  time. 

What  about  the  Freedmen?  "They  are  still  members  yet,"  McKane  said. 
"Whatever  the  government  says,  we  will  do.  We  haven't  heard  anything 
from  them  yet."  McKane  believes  that  once  the  BIA  approves 
amendments  from  the  recent  election,  the  Freedmen  will  have  tribal 
membership  revoked.  "There  will  be  no  Freedmen  members  at  all  in  the 
tribe . " 

Seminoles  and  Freedmen  alike  are  waiting  for  the  BIA  to  approve  or 
veto  election  results.  And  there  are  tensions  among  those  involved 
as  they  wait  to  see  what  the  face  of  the  Seminole  Nation  will  be. 

Mary  Pierpoint  reports  from  the  Southern  Great  Plains  (Oklahoma  - 
Kansas).  She  can  be  reached  at  785-665-3027.  Email  Ozhorse@aol.com. 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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Minnesota  tribal  elders  concerned  over  waning  enrollment  numbers 
7/1/00 

by:  Ron  Ojinca 

Minnesota  Elders  have  come  together  to  pass  a resolution  that  asks  area 
tribes  to  review  their  current  enrollment  criteria,  due  to  their  concerns 
over  waning  bloodlines.  Blood  quantum  is  a serious  issue  in  Indian  Country. 
The  term  itself  was  introduced  in  1887  by  the  General  Allotment  Act.  A 
noted  Western  historian,  Patricia  Nelson  Limerick,  had  this  to  say  on  the 
subject  of  blood  quantum,  "Set  the  [blood  quantum]  to  one  quarter,  hold  it 
as  a rigid  definition  of  Indians,  let  intermarriage  proceed,  and 
eventually  Indians  will  be  defined  out  of  existence." 

All  across  the  country,  there  are  people  of  many  races  and 
nationalities;  Flowever,  only  Native  Americans  have  to  prove  their  heritage 
before  they  can  be  a part  of  their  tribe.  The  Minnesota  Indian  Council  on 


Elders  (MICOE)  realize  this  fact  and  now  are  asking  tribal  leaders  to  act. 
Before  reservation  life,  tribes  intermarried  into  other  tribes  to  keep  the 
bloodlines  pure.  It  was  accepted  practice  to  wait  several  generations 
before  marrying  back  into  one's  tribe.  If  one  were  raised  Anishinabe  but 
had  a parent  who  was  from  another  tribe,  then  he  or  she  was  considered 
Anishinabe  and  not  half-and-half. 

Current  enrollment  criteria  requires  that  members  be  of  one-fourth  blood 
from  the  respective  reservation.  Though  it  may  differ  from  tribe  to  tribe, 
one-fourth  is  the  most  commonly  seen  quantum.  "We  have  got  grandparents 
whose  children  are  from  two  different  tribes;  they  are  almost  full-bloods 
but  cannot  be  enrolled  on  their  parents'  reservation,"  states  Pat 
Bellenger,  a tribal  elder  and  a member  of  MICOE.  "As  tribal  elders,  this 
is  something  we  want  visited  and  addressed."  Tribes  across  the  country  are 
beginning  to  realize  the  impact  of  enrollment  criteria  on  each  tribe.  "It 
would  be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  tribe  to  have  a higher  enrollment, 
more  people  means  more  funding  from  the  government.  The  Cherokee  Tribe  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  nation  because  it  uses  lineage,  not  blood 
quantum,  to  determine  enrollment,"  says  Karen  Smith,  a student  of  UND  and 
Ft.  Berthold  Native.  "Our  ancestors  never  really  understood  what  blood 
quantum  meant . " 

The  resolution  passed  by  MICOE  asks  tribal  governments  to  take  into 
consideration  all  blood  when  determining  blood  quantum  for  enrollment.  The 
resolution  states:  "American  Indian  Elders  have  seen  the  blood  quantum  of 
our  children  and  grandchildren  decrease  as  a result  of  strict,  nonsensical, 
non-Indian  pedigree  policies  which  do  not  recognize  or  take  into  account 
our  recognition  of  the  tribe  or  band  they  are  enrolled  in;  whereas, 

American  Indian  Elders  believe  our  children  and  grandchildren  should  have 
all  their  Indian  blood  recognized  as  Indian." 

The  issue  will  be  discussed  during  the  state  MICOE  meeting  in  Grand 
Portage,  Minn.,  Duly  14.  "It  is  up  to  us  as  a people  to  ensure  that  future 
generations  can  be  a part  of  the  Anishinabe,  the  Oyate,  the  Nuxbaga.  As  a 
people,  we  have  that  right  to  define  membership  within  our  tribe,"  states 
Smith.  "It  should  not  be  up  to  anyone  but  ourselves  to  decide  who  can  be 
Indian  and  who  can't."  Though  the  issue  is  being  addressed  by  elders,  how 
it  will  be  resolved  will  be  up  to  individual  tribes.  For  more  information 
on  MICOE  and  upcoming  events,  please  call  Native  American  Family  Services 
at  612-348-5788. 
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FBI  explains  57  unsolved  Indian  deaths 
By  LEE  WILLIAMS 
Copyright  Argus  Leader 
7/11/00 

In  response  to  criticism  from  the  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights,  the 
FBI  released  a report  Monday  it  says  reconciles  57  unresolved  deaths  of 
American  Indians  on  or  near  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  during  the  early 


1970s. 

Members  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  and  other  reservation  residents 
for  decades  have  accused  the  FBI  of  covering  up  or  ignoring  dozens  of 
slayings  during  the  '70s. 

But  the  FBI  says  only  six  of  the  57  deaths  it  studied  are  unsolved.  The 
vast  majority  have  been  cleared  by  arrests  or  were  never  crimes,  according 
to  the  report. 

"The  FBI  got  a definitive  list  of  people  who  were  supposedly  murdered  on 
Pine  Ridge.  We  took  that,  and  tried  to  put  out  the  truth,"  said  Chip 
Burrus,  FBI  assistant  special  agent  in  charge  of  Indian  Country. 

The  chairwoman  of  the  Civil  Rights  Commission,  who  has  lambasted  the  FBI 
for  its  apparent  nonchalant  attitude  toward  the  deaths,  said  Monday  the 
report  might  not  be  enough  to  appease  distrustful  reservation  residents. 

"We  have  no  way  of  knowing  about  the  accuracy  of  the  reporting,  but  I'm 
pleased  that  that  the  FBI  is  attempting  to  be  responsive  by  accounting  for 
these  cold  cases,"  said  Chairwoman  Mary  Francis  Berry,  who  suggested  that 
congressional  hearings  or  a grand  jury  might  be  the  solution. 

"Such  an  inquiry  may  inspire  greater  confidence  (in  the  FBI),  by  the 
Native  American  people." 

The  American  Indian  Movement  blames  the  FBI  for  not  conducting  a 
thorough  investigation  into  each  of  the  cases,  which  the  movement 
considers  AIM  casualties. 

During  December  1999  hearings  before  the  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights 
in  Rapid  City,  Berry  and  other  commission  members  chastised  senior  FBI 
officials  for  a lack  of  accountability  in  the  deaths. 

Monday,  the  FBI  responded. 

In  a Justice  Department  document  titled:  Accounting  for  Native  American 
Deaths,  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  South  Dakota:  A report  of  the  FBI 
Minneapolis  Division,  the  bureau  dissects  each  of  the  57  deaths  its  says 
it  came  from  media  outlets.  The  document  provides  the  victim's  name, 
allegations  surrounding  the  deaths  and  the  agent's  findings. 

"We  can't  do  our  job  without  the  trust  of  the  people  of  Pine  Ridge," 
Burrus  said.  "This  booklet  tells  the  truth." 

The  report  addresses  the  much  publicized  deaths  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou 
Aquash  and  Joseph  Stuntz,  both  linked  to  the  deaths  of  FBI  agents  Jack 
Coler  and  Ron  Williams,  for  which  Leonard  Peltier  is  serving  two  life 
sentences . 

Civil  Rights  Commissioner  Elsie  Meeks  of  Interior  said  the  report  is  a 
positive  step. 

"There's  something  black  and  white  about  these,"  Meeks  said.  "It  should 
help  people  understand  what's  the  truth  and  what  isn't." 

Burrus  hand-delivered  a copy  of  the  report  to  her  Monday  morning.  Meeks 
hopes  the  report  will  quiet  the  rumors  about  the  deaths. 

"I  believe  the  data.  I don't  have  a reason  not  to,"  she  said.  "A  lot  of 
the  issue  was  perception.  People  felt  like  these  things  weren't  being 
attended  to." 

Marc  Feinstein,  chair  of  the  South  Dakota  Advisory  Committee  to  the  U.S. 
Civil  Rights  Commission,  hopes  the  report  is  only  the  beginning. 

"I  would  hope  it  alleviates  the  perception  that  the  FBI  is  not  doing  its 
job,"  Feinstein  said.  "Now,  it  appears  they  have  done  their  job  in  all  but 
the  six  or  so  open  cases." 

Burrus  spent  Monday  delivering  the  report  to  18  locations  across  Pine 
Ridge,  including  the  tribal  radio  station  and  convenience  stores. 

"We  did  everything  but  airdrop  it  on  the  reservation,"  he  said. 

The  decision  to  produce  the  document  was  made  by  Burrus  and  Minneapolis 
Special  Agent  in  Charge  Douglas  Domin. 

The  process,  Burrus  said,  was  exhaustive. 

"We  spent  hundreds  of  agent  hours  conducting  investigative  research.  We 
talked  to  retired  agents  who  had  served  on  the  reservation,  and  others, 
and  taxed  old  memories,"  Burrus  said.  "For  something  like  this,  you  can't 
just  check  records  at  the  county  courthouse." 

Fie  hopes  the  report  will  end  the  rumors  about  his  agency. 

"I  hope  the  document  will  finally  stop  the  idea  that  the  FBI  is  letting 


murders  go  uninvestigated  on  the  reservation/'  he  said. 

For  a family  member  of  one  of  the  victims,  the  FBI  report  provides 
closure. 

"It  brings  a lot  of  answers  to  questions  that  had  run  through  my  mind 
for  years/'  said  Robert  Lamont,  67,  of  Pine  Ridge. 

Robert's  nephew  Buddy  is  listed  in  the  report  as  killed  during  a 
gunfight  with  federal  officers  at  a roadblock  in  Wounded  Knee  in  April 
1973.  AIM  says  Buddy  Lamont  bled  to  death  while  pinned  down  by  rifle  fire 
during  the  occupation  and  the  case  was  never  investigated. 

The  FBI  report  says  case  facts  and  autopsy  report  were  reviewed  by  the  U. 
S.  Attorney's  Office,  and  no  charges  were  filed. 

"I  never  did  talk  to  anybody  about  it.  I was  never  told,"  Robert  Lamont 
said.  "I  heard  he  had  been  shot  by  a sniper." 

Joseph  Swift  Bird  lost  his  brother  in  January  1975.  AIM  says  Leon  Swift 
Bird  was  killed  by  members  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Oglala  Nation,  an  armed 
force  working  under  tribal  auspices. 

Joseph,  now  79,  heard  the  rumors  but  always  knew  the  truth. 

No  one  bothered  to  ask,  he  said.  Leon  was  stabbed  by  his  girlfriend. 

"They  were  both  drinking,  argued  a bit,  and  she  put  the  knife  to  him," 
he  said,  adding  he  hopes  the  report  will  stop  the  rumors  about  his  family. 

Clyde  Bellecourt,  AIM  co-founder  and  veteran  of  the  Wounded  Knee 
occupation  in  1973,  wonders  why  it  took  28  years  for  the  FBI  to  respond  to 
the  deaths. 

"If  it  was  a white  rancher,  a banker  or  a politician,  it  would  have  been 
taken  care  of  immediately,"  he  said. 

Like  Berry,  Bellecourt  wants  to  see  more  official  action,  in  the  form  of 
a federal  grand  jury. 

"A  lot  of  these  cases  never  went  to  a grand  jury  to  seek  an  indictment," 
he  said.  "We  need  a federal  grand  jury  impaneled  to  get  to  the  bottom  of 
some  of  the  deaths." 

Clyde's  brother,  Vernon,  agrees  that  a grand  jury  is  needed,  but  he 
wants  to  see  congressional  hearings  into  the  deaths  as  well. 

"We  feel  that  if  there  would  be  hearings,  that  would  revisit  the  early 
1970s.  It  would  help  in  healing  and  reconciliation,"  Vernon  Bellecourt 
said.  "We  hope  that  this  release  would  be  an  indication  that  they  are 
leaning  that  way. " 

Burrus  said  there's  no  need  for  a special  grand  jury,  since  agents  can 
present  evidence  to  any  grand  jury.  Nor  is  there  any  need  for 
congressional  hearings,  he  said. 

The  report  will  be  placed  on  an  FBI  Web  site  after  a period  of  public 
discussion,  Burrus  said.  Anyone  with  more  information  is  asked  to  contact 
the  Rapid  City  FBI  office  at  605-343-9632. 

"We're  interested  in  being  proactive  and  taking  on  any  problems  that 
could  impede  our  job  on  the  reservation, " Burrus  said. 


Date:  Fri,  21  Mar  1997  16:40:51  -0800 
From:  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks(3gte.net> 

Sub j : memorials 

Gary  Smith  wrote: 

> 

> 

> O'siyo  Mike! 

> 

> May  I include  your  memorials  in  Wotanging  Ikche?  They  are  good 

> reminders  of  the  warriors  who  have  stood  for  the  People. 

> 

> gary 

Yes,  by  all  means.  If  you  would  prefer  not  to  wait  until  I send 
one  out,  here  is  the  list  that  I have  on  my  wall.  I remind  myself 
every  day  that  these  warriors  died  for  us. 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 


AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 


1.5.1975  Leon  L.  Swift  Bird  - AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 
Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

1.5.1976  Lydia  Cut  Grass  - AIM  member  killed  at  Wounded  Knee  by  Goons. 
No  investigation. 

1.17.1974  Edward  Means,  Dr.  - AIM  member  found  dead  in  Pine  Ridge 
alley, 

beaten.  No  investigation. 

1.30.1976  Byron  DeSersa  - OSCRO  organizer  and  AIM  supporter 
assassinated 

by  Goons  in  Wanblee.  Arrests  by  local  authorities  resulted 
in  two  Goons  - Dale  lanis  and  Charlie  Winters,  serving  two 
years  of  five  year  sentences  for  "manslaughter."  Charges 
dropped  against  two  Goon  leaders,  Manny  Wilson  and 
Chuck  Richards  , on  the  basis  of  "self-defense"  despite 
DeSersa  having  been  unarmed  when  shot  to  death. 

2.1976  Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash  - AIM  organizer  assassinated  on 

Pine  Ridge..  FBI  involved  in  attempt  to  conceal  cause  of  death. 
Ongoing  attempt  to  establish  "AIM  involvement"  in  murder.  Key 
FBI  personnel  never  deposed.  Coroner  never  deposed,  [depose-to 
remove  from  power... to  testify  or  bear  witness,  especially  on 
oath  in  court] 

2.6.1976  Lena  R.  Slow  Bear  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

2.27.1974  Edward  Standing  Soldier  - AIM  member  killed  near  Pine  Ridge 
by 

"party  or  parties  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

3.1.1975  Martin  Montileaux  - killed  in  a Scenic,  S.D.  bar.  AIM  leader 
Richard  Marshall  later  framed  for  his  murder.  Russell  Means 
also  charged  and  acquitted. 

3.1.1976  Hobart  Horse  - AIM  member  beaten,  shot,  and  repeatedly  run 
over  with  automobile  at  Sharp's  Corners. 

No  investigation. 

3.20.1975  Stacy  Cotter  - shot  to  death  in  an  ambush  at  Manderson. 

No  investigation. 

3.21.1975  Edith  Eagle  Hawk  and  her  two  children-AIM  supporter  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident  after  being  run  off  the  run  by  a 
white  vigilante,  Albert  Coomes.  Coomes  was  also  killed  in 
the  accident.  Goon  Mark  Clifford  identified  as  having  also 
been  in  the  Coomes  car,  escaped. 

Investigation  closed  without  questioning  Clifford. 

3.26.1976  Cleveland  Reddest  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle  by  "person  or 
persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

3.27.1975  Jeanette  Bissonette  - AIM  supporter  killed  by  sniper  at 
Pine  Ridge.  Unsuccessful  attempt  to  link  AIM  members  to 
murder; 

no  other  investigation. 

3.30.1975  Richard  Eagle  - grandson  of  AIM  supporter  Gladys  Bissonette 
killed  while  playing  with  loaded  gun  kept  in  the  house  as 
protection  from  Goon  attacks. 


4.4.1975 


4.4.1975 


4.14.1973 


4.17.1973 


4.19.1974 


4.23.1973 


4.27.1973 

4.28.1976 

5.6.1976 

5.9.1976 

5.20.1975 

5.24.1976 

6.1.1975 

6.4.1976 

6.15.1975 


Hilda  R.  Good  Buffalo  - AIM  supporter  stabbed  to  death  at 
Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

Jancita  Eagle  Deer  - AIM  member  beaten  and  run  over  with 
automobile.  Last  seen  in  the  company  of  provocateur 
Douglass  Durham. 

No  investigation. 

Priscilla  White  Plume  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Manderson 
by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

Frank  Clearwater  - AIM  member  killed  by  heavy  machine  gun 
round  at  Wounded  Knee. 

No  investigation. 

Roxeine  Roark  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Porcupine  by 
"unknown  assailants." 

Investigation  open,  still  "pending." 

Between  eight  and  twelve  individuals  (names  unknown) 
packing  supplies  into  wounded  Knee  were  intercepted  by 
Goons  [Guardians  of  the  Oglala  Nation]  and  vigilantes. 

None  were  ever  heard  from  again.  Former  Rosebud  Tribal 
President  Robert  Burnette  and  U.S.  Justice  Department 
Solicitor  General  Kent  Frizzell  conducted  unsuccessful 
search  for  a mass  grave  after  Wounded  Knee  siege. 

No  further  investigation. 

Buddy  Lamont-AIM  member  hit  by  M16  fire  at  Wounded  Knee, 
Bled  to  death  while  pinned  down  by  fire. 

No  investigation. 

Betty  Jo  Dubray-AIM  supporter  beaten  to  death  at  Martin, 

S.D. 

No  investigation. 

Marvin  Two  Two  - Aim  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine  Ridge. 
No  investigation. 

Juia  Pretty  Hips  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
"unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 

Ben  Sitting  Up  - AIM  member  killed  at  Wanblee  by  "unknown 
assailants . " 

No  investigation. 

Sam  Afraid  of  Bear  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine 
Ridge . 

Investigation  "ongoing." 

Kenneth  Little  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons 
Investigation  still  "pending." 

Kevin  Hill  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  "party  or 
parties  unknown." 

Investigation  "still  open." 

Leah  Spotted  Elk  - AIM  supporter  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 


6.19.1973 


Clarence  Cross  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  in  ambush  by 


Goons.  Although  assailants  were  identified  by  eyewitnesses, 
brother  Vernal  Cross,  wounded  in  ambush-was  briefly  charged 
with  crime. 

No  further  investigation. 

6.26.1975  Joseph  Stuntz  Killsright  - AIM  member  killed  by  FBI  sniper 
during  Oglala  firefight. 

No  investigation. 

7.3.1976  Betty  Means  - AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

7.12.1975  lames  Briggs  Yellow  - heart  attack  caused  by  FBI  air  assault 
on  his  home. 

No  investigation. 

7.25.1975  Andrew  Paul  Stewart  - nephew  of  AIM  spiritual  leader  Leonard 
Crow  Dog,  killed  by  Goons  on  Pine  Ridge. 

No  investigation. 

7.30.1973  Julius  Bad  Fleart  Bull  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

7.31.1976  Sandra  Wounded  Foot  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Sharp's 
Corners  by  "unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 

8.25.1975  Randy  Hunter  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Kyle  by  "party  or 
parties  unknown". 

Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

9.7.1974  Dennis  LeCompte  - AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

9.9.1975  Howard  Blue  Bird  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
Goons . 

No  investigation. 

9.10.1975  3im  Little  - AIM  stomped  to  death  by  Goons  in  Oglala. 

No  investigation. 

9.11.1974  Jackson  Washinton  Cutt  - AIM  member  killed  at  Parmalee  by 
"unknown  individuals." 

Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

9.16.1974  Robert  Reddy  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle  by  gunshot. 

No  investigation. 

9.22.1973  Melvin  Spider  - AIM  member  killed  Porcupine,  South  Dakota. 

No  investigation. 

9.23.1973  Philip  Black  Elk  - AIM  supporter  killed  when  his  house 
exploded . 

No  investigation. 

10.5.1973  Aloysius  Long  Soldier  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle,  S.D.  by 
Goons . 

No  investigation. 

10.10.1973  Phillip  Little  Crow  - AIM  supporter  beaten  to  death  by 
Goons  at  Pine  Ridge. 

No  investigation. 


10.17.1973  Pedro  Bissonette  - Oglala  Sioux  Civil  Rights  Organization 


(OSCRO)  organizer  and  AIM  supporter  assassinated  by  BIA 
Police/Goons.  Body  removed  from  Pine  Ridge  jurisdiction 
prior  to  autopsy  by  government  contract  coroner. 

No  investigation. 

10.26.1975  Olivia  Binais  - AIM  supporter  killed  in  Porcupine  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

Investigation  still  "open." 

10.26.1975  lanice  Black  Bear  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Manderson 
by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

10.27.1975  Michelle  Tobacco  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge 
by  "unknown  persons." 

No  investigation. 

11.16.1974  Delphine  Crow  Dog  - sister  of  AIM  spiritual  leader 
Leonard  Crow  Dog.  Beaten  by  BIA  police  and  left  lying 
in  a field.  Died  from  "exposure." 

No  investigation. 

11.20.1974  Elaine  Wagner  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

11.20.1973  Allison  Fast  Horse  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  near 
Pine  Ridge  by  "unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 

12.6.1975  Carl  Plenty  Arrows, Sr.  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine 
Ridge  by  "unknown  persons." 

No  investigation. 

12.6.1975  Frank  LaPointe  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
Goons . 

No  investigation. 

12.25.1975  Floyd  S.  Binais  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge 
by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

12.28.1974  Yvette  Loraine  Lone  Hill  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Kyle 
by  "unknown  party  or  parties." 

No  investigation. 

It  should  be  noted  that,  using  the  preliminary  figure  of  only  61 
homicides  of  AIM  members  and  supporters  during  the  same  period, 
researchers  Bruce  Johansen  and  Roberto  Maestas,  in  their  book 
"Wasichu:  The  Continuing  Indian  Wars  (New  York:Monthly  Review 
Press,  1979,  pp.  83-4),  arrived  at  the  following  analysis  of  its 
implications:  Using  only  documented  political  deaths,  the  yearly 
murder  rate  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  between  January  1,  1973  and 
March  1,  1976,  was  170  per  100,000.  By  comparison,  Detroit,  the 
reputed  murder  capital  of  the  United  States,  had  a rate  of  20.2  per 
100,000... An  estimated  20,000  persons  were  murdered  in  the  United 
States  during  1974.  In  a nation  of  200  million  persons,  a murder 
rate  comparable  with  that  of  Pine  Ridge  between  1973  and  1976 
would  have  left  340,000  persons  dead  for  political  reasons  alone 
in  one  year;  1.32  million  in  three. 
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Indian  jails  old,  too  full 

c.  AP 

7/10/00 

WASHINGTON  --On  any  given  day,  prisoners  at  the  overburdened  Sisseton- 
Wahpeton  Sioux  tribal  jail  will  sleep  on  the  floor  for  lack  of  a bed. 

Detention  Officer  Les  Barse  feels  fortunate  when  he  can  offer  the  excess 
inmates  mattresses. 

"If  we  have  a few  we  think  we  can  trust,  we  try  to  get  them  on  house 
arrest  or  released  on  bond,"  Barse  said.  "Some  just  don't  come  back  and 
end  up  on  the  warrant  list." 

A federal  Dustice  Department  study  released  Sunday  indicates  that  most 
of  the  69  jails  on  American  Indian  land  are  overcrowded  and  understaffed. 

The  jails,  including  nine  in  South  Dakota,  serve  53  reservations  in  18 
states  in  the  West  and  upper  Midwest.  Federal  law  gives  some  tribes 
authority  over  misdemeanor  crimes,  while  felonies  on  reservations  are 
prosecuted  by  federal  or  state  systems.  These  tribes  can  incarcerate  an 
offender  for  up  to  one  year. 

The  new  report,  by  the  department's  Bureau  of  Dustice  Statistics, 
indicates  that  Indians  are  imprisoned  at  higher  rates  than  other  races.  In 
Dune  1999,  19,679  Indians  were  behind  bars  --  1,621  in  Indian  jails,  12, 
858  in  state  and  federal  prisons  and  5,200  in  county  jails. 

Poverty,  unemployment  and  alcoholism  continue  to  plague  America's 
reservations,  strengthening  crime's  foothold  in  Indian  Country. 

"A  few  tribes  have  made  gains  through  Indian  gaming,  but  most  tribes 
continue  to  have  a severe  poverty  problem  on  their  reservations,  and  that 
carries  with  it  social  problems,"  said  Mark  Van  Norman,  who  heads  the 
federal  Office  of  Tribal  Dustice. 

On  many  nights,  the  small  jail  on  Arizona's  White  Mountain  Apache 
reservation  is  packed  to  twice  its  46-inmate  capacity  with  people 
convicted  or  accused  of  domestic  violence,  drunken  driving  and  other 
crimes . 

Crowding  is  such  a problem  that  some  offenders  are  being  released  early 
from  jail  --  on  "minor  alcohol-related  incidents,"  for  example  --  and 
officers  are  making  arrests  only  on  "more  violent,  serious  crimes,"  said 
Raymond  Burnette,  police  chief  for  the  15,000-member  tribe. 

The  new  report  said  the  White  Mountain  Apache  jail  was  one  of  nine 
tribal  jails  crammed  to  more  than  twice  capacity  in  Dune  1999. 

The  most  crowded  jail  was  on  North  Dakota's  Fort  Berthold  reservation, 
which  also  provides  tribal  law  enforcement  for  South  Dakota's  Standing 
Rock  Reservation.  There,  32  inmates  were  kept  in  a jail  designed  for  nine. 

In  South  Dakota,  seven  of  the  nine  tribes  operate  at  least  one  jail. 

Pine  Ridge  has  three.  Two  reported  that  they  have  been  filled  to  two  to 
three  times  their  capacity. 

The  Flandreau  Santee  Sioux  and  Yankton  Sioux  tribes  coordinate  law 
enforcement  with  their  county  jails. 

But  tribal  police  say  their  aging  jails  threaten  the  safety  of  inmates 
and  officers. 

The  thrice-condemned  Sisseton-Wahpeton  Tribal  jail,  built  in  the  late 
'70s,  was  never  designed  to  be  a permanent  facility. 

"It  was  supposed  to  be  something  to  hold  us  over  until  a larger, 
permanent  facility  could  be  constructed,"  said  Officer  Barse,  who  started 


as  a tribal  policeman  in  1972. 

An  unruly  prisoner  broke  out  the  only  window  in  the  men's  cell,  which 
now  is  covered  by  plywood. 

"I've  got  to  use  a flashlight  when  I go  in  there  for  cell  checks/'  Barse 
said.  "It's  so  dark.  ...  We  were  hoping  to  get  glass  blocks  to  add  some 
light  for  safety  reasons." 

But  funding  cuts  have  prevented  repairs,  Barse  said.  The  roof  leaks 
badly,  but  jailers  have  given  up  distributing  buckets  to  catch  the  rain 
water . 

"Now,  we  just  hope  it  quits  raining,  then  clean  it  up,"  he  said. 

Rainwater  once  caused  the  ceiling  of  one  of  the  cells  to  collapse. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  state,  on  Pine  Ridge,  jailers  worry  about  their 
welfare,  working  at  a twice-condemned  facility  that  has  too  many  prisoners 
and  too  few  staff  members. 

Pine  Ridge  police  book  an  average  of  three  people  every  two  hours  for 
public  drunkenness,  24  hours  a day.  And  the  inmates  know  that  the  small 
jail  is  emptied  each  day  to  make  room  for  new  arrests. 

Hail  Supervisor  Darwin  Long  said  in  March  that  they  release  dozens  of 
prisoners  each  day  and  by  10  p.m.  have  at  least  40  more. 

The  jail  isn't  supposed  to  hold  more  than  24  inmates. 

"Last  week,  we  had  way  more  than  40  inmates.  We  just  stuff  them  in  as 
best  we  can,"  correctional  officer  Leon  Little  Moon  said  Sunday. 

The  jail  staff  tries  to  arrange  for  temporary  releases  of  less  serious 
offenders  as  often  as  it  can. 

"If  something  happens,  there's  nothing  anybody  can  do,"  Little  Moon  said. 

Last  month,  a drunken  prisoner  charged  the  door  when  he  heard  Little 
Moon  turn  the  key. 

"I  was  all  alone,  and  I had  to  wrestle  him  to  the  ground,"  he  said.  "I 
do  not  feel  safe.  Anything  can  happen." 

Officials  at  all  but  two  of  the  country's  69  jails  said  they  needed  more 
staff,  more  training  or  both,  the  report  said.  Combined,  the  reservation 
lockups  held  slightly  more  than  their  capacity  of  2,118  people  on  their 
most  crowded  day  in  Dune  1999,  the  report  said. 

"We  know  there's  a tremendous  need"  for  more  reservation  jails,  said  Van 
Norman,  a member  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe.  "There  has  been 
tremendous  population  growth  in  Indian  Country,  and  the  existing 
facilities  were  mostly  built  in  the  late  '60s  and  early  '70s,  so  they're 
coming  to  the  end  of  their  useful  life." 

"RE : In  Her  Grandfather ' s Footsteps"  

Date:  Thu,  20  lul  2000  14:24:04  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Peltier's  grandaughter  makes  front  page 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Leonard  Peltier's  grandaughter,  Alexandra  Peltier,  makes  front  page  of 
Lawrence  Dournal  World: 

Teen-ager  embraces  famous  family  ties" 

http: //www. lj world . com/ sect ion /front page/ story/17422 

By  Tom  Meagher,  Journal-World  Reporter 

Thursday,  Duly  20,  2000 


The  Front  Page 

In  her  grandfather ' s footsteps  --  Teen-ager  embraces  famous  family  ties 
By  Tom  Meagher,  Journal-World  Reporter 
Thursday,  Duly  20,  2000 

Picture  caption:  Alex  Peltier,  16,  granddaughter  of  Leonard  Peltier, 
recently  spent  two  weeks  in  Nicaragua  inspecting  working  conditions  and 
human  rights  activism.  Peltier  is  pictured  with  a painting  of  her  imprisoned 
grandfather 

The  granddaughter  of  long-incarcerated  American  Indian  icon  Leonard 
Peltier  has  become  an  activist  in  her  own  right. 

An  incoming  junior  at  Free  State  High  School,  16-year-old  Alex  Peltier 


spent  two  weeks  this  summer  in  Central  America  as  a part  of  a trip  planned 
by  the  Washington,  D.C. -based  group  Witness  for  Peace. 

"I  went  to  Nicaragua  with  a delegation  of  24  teens  and  four  adults,"  she 
said.  "We  went  there  to  see  what  we  can  do  here  in  America  (for  the  people 
there) . " 

Staying  with  families  and  meeting  farmers  in  the  countryside  around  the 
capital  of  Managua,  the  group  explored  conditions  facing  the  nation's 
downtrodden . 

"There  was  a lot  of  trash  there  and  no  garbage  men,"  Peltier  said.  "There 
were  kids  who  couldn't  go  to  school  and  kids  who  worked  to  pay  for  school. 

In  one  part,  they  had  20-foot  holes  they  had  to  climb  down  into  to  go  to  the 
bathroom . " 

Peltier  learned  about  the  trip  through  one  of  her  grandfather's 
attorneys . 

In  1977,  Leonard  Peltier  was  convicted  of  murdering  two  FBI  agents  in  a 
standoff  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

Many  of  his  supporters  contend  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  shooting  and 
should  be  freed  from  the  federal  penitentiary  in  Leavenworth.  Fierce 
opposition  from  the  FBI,  however,  has  helped  keep  him  imprisoned. 

Alex,  the  daughter  of  Leonard  Peltier's  daughter,  has  lived  in  Lawrence 
off  and  on  for  the  past  seven  years.  She  speaks  quietly  about  growing  up  in 
the  shadow  of  her  grandfather ' s imprisonment. 

"I  was  pretty  aware  of  it  when  I was  a kid.  I first  met  him  when  I was 
seven.  Me  and  my  brothers  went  in  (to  the  prison)  and  he  was  laughing,  but 
you  could  tell  he  was  sad,"  she  said.  "It's  hard  when  there  are  prison 
guards  there  watching  you." 

Peltier  hopes  to  attend  college  and  start  a career  as  a film  actress 
after  she  finishes  high  school. 

She  said  many  of  her  peers  fail  to  recognize  her  famous  name. 

"There  are  some  teens  from  my  classes  that  used  to  come  and  help  (in  the 
defense  committee's  office),  but  a lot  of  teens  don't  even  know  who  he  is," 
Peltier  said.  "It  hurts  when  people  say  he's  not  innocent,  and  that  upsets 
me. " 

Last  October,  she  traveled  to  Washington,  D.C.,  for  a rally  urging  the 
president  to  free  her  grandfather.  This  October,  she  will  go  back  with 
others  from  the  Nicaraguan  delegation  to  inform  congressmen  of  the 
conditions  there. 

"If  you  walk  down  the  street,  you  always  see  army  people  with  machine 
guns,"  she  said.  "The  family  we  were  staying  with  said  don't  wear  any 
jewelry  because  there  are  gangs  out  with  knives  and  guns." 

Mainly,  she  hopes  the  U.S.  government  will  recognize  not  only  her 
grandfather's  innocence,  but  also  the  mistreatment  of  Nicaraguans. 

"We  talked  to  some  people  that  work  in  sweatshops,"  she  said.  "They  lived 
in  warehouses,  and  when  hurricanes  came,  the  government  moved  them, 
promising  their  own  house  and  land.  Now  they  live  in  tiny  houses  made  of 
metal  bars  and  bags  for  walls  with  tin  roofs." 
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Call  the  White  Flouse  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE:  Columbus  Day  Teach-Ins-Peltier  Awareness"  
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Sub j : Columbus  Day  Teach-Ins-Peltier  Awareness  Needed 


Mailing  List: 


LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 


CALL  TO  STUDENTS,  TEACHERS,  AND  PELTIER  SUPPORTERS! 

OCTOBER  12  - COLUMBUS  DAY  TEACH-INS 

What  would  be  a better  day  than  Columbus  Day  to  hold  teach-ins  on  the 
case  of  Leonard  Peltier?  The  plight  of  Leonard  Peltier  cannot  be 
segregated  from  the  history  of  colonization  and  oppression  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  of  North  America.  Myths  about  Columbus  taught  in  schools  continue 
to  support  a mind  set  that  denies  the  existence  of  genocide  of  Native 
Peoples  and  the  reality  that  Columbus  did  not  discover  America,  he  stole 
it.  This  mind  set  supports  the  double  standard  that  allows  an  innocent 
man  to  pay  for  the  deaths  of  two  non  Native  FBI  agents,  while  the  murders 
of  Pine  Ridge  residents  are  given  little  priority  whatsoever. 

During  this  critical  time  in  the  fight  to  gain  Leonard's  freedom,  it  is 
very  important  to  build  up  awareness  about  his  case,  while  broadening  our 
network  of  support.  Contact  any  professors  you  know  to  find  out  if  they 
would  be  willing  to  designate  Oct.  12  to  raising  awareness  about  Leonard 
Peltier  and  its  relevance  to  the  history  of  colonization  and  resistance  of 
Native  Peoples.  Or,  if  you  think  it  would  reach  more  people,  organize  an 
on-campus  educational  event  open  to  all  students. 

People  are  also  encouraged  to  hold  community  educational  events  that  day 
as  well.  Organize  a video  showing,  book  reading  or  talk  on  the  case  of 
Leonard  Peltier  to  help  spread  the  word  about  the  case.  Contact  us  to 
find  out  how  to  get  videos,  books,  and  literature  on  the  case.  Please  let 
us  know  if  you  will  be  involved  in  sponsoring  something  and  provide  us 
with  the  names  and  contact  information  of  any  professors  who  will  be 
designating  a day  to  teaching  about  the  case. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Peltier's  Birthday"  

Date:  Fri,  21  Dul  2000  15:24:54  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Sept.  12  Peltier's  Birthday 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

During  the  recent  gathering  at  Oglala  we  held  a Peltier  organizing  meeting. 
We  will  be  sending  out  the  different  action  dates  and  strategies  the  group 
decided  on  for  the  year.  Here  is  the  first  one.  Thank  you  for  your 
continued  support  and  participation! 

In  Solidarity, 

LPDC 

SEPTEMBER  12  IS  LEONARD'S  BIRTHDAY  - ORGANIZE  FUNDRAISER  BIRTHDAY  PARTY 

September  12  is  Leonard  Peltier's  56th  birthday.  The  best  present  we  can 
give  him  is  his  freedom.  The  campaign  to  gain  his  release  is  at  a critical 
stage  and  we  are  urgently  in  need  of  funds  for  his  defense.  We  have  to 
compete  with  the  FBI  in  both  swaying  public  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  key 
government  officials  about  the  case.  Every  dollar  counts.  The  more  money 
we  can  raise  this  year,  the  better  equipped  we  will  be  to  win  this  battle. 
Invite  your  friends,  family,  and  community  members  to  a fundraising  birthday 
party.  Have  a simple  potluck,  a concert,  powwow,  or  book  reading  and  ask 
for  contributions.  If  there  are  people  who  want  to  make  a sizeable 
contribution  and  need  a tax  deduction,  we  do  have  a 501C3  fiscal  sponsor. 
Dust  give  us  a call  to  arrange  it.  Also  let  us  know  if  a copy  of  our  grant 


proposal  is  needed.  We  will  be  raising  money  for  a bus  for  Pine  Ridge 
residents  to  the  next  National  demonstration , an  ad  in  the  New  York  Times, 
professional  publicist  to  help  break  the  national  media  black  out,  large 
mailings,  travel  expenses  for  spokes  people  and  travel  expenses  for 
diplomatic  visits. 

If  you  will  be  putting  on  a birthday  party,  please  let  us  know  the 
details  so  we  can  post  it  on  our  web  site. 

You  can  also  send  Leonard  a birthday  card: 

USPL,  Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132, 

PO  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048. 

Thank  You ! ! ! 

--LPDC 


Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 
"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  24  Duly  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Danet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Mackin,  Robert  W. 

#187735 

PO  Box  900 

Defferson  City,  MO  65102 
Date  of  Birth:  6/6/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Malone,  Kenneth 

#510357 

Box  900  HU7 

Defferson  City,  MO  65102 

Means,  Clifton 
#55868  N.C.F. 

PO  Box  546 

Norton,  KS  67654-0546 
Date  of  Birth:  12/1/70 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Mason,  Steve 
#658401 
Rt.  2 Box  500 
Teague,  TX  75860 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

McNiel,  Rickey  Dale 
#195-544 
4008  Cooper  St. 
Dackson,  MI  49201 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Marsh,  Gregory  Paul 
CN-1653  D/B  28 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  7/29/71 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 


and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Dail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640319,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 


GIVING  BACK:  Duly  2000  my  elder  asked,  "I  read  all  this  negativity, 
see  all  this  finger  pointing.  Where  is  the  accountability?  Where 
does  anyone  say,  '...and  this  is  what  I am  going  to  do  about  it.'?" 
--  This  section  is  dedicated  to  responses  to  that  question.  Please 
continue  to  share  your  gifts  of  giving,  email  me  at  gars@netcom.com 


"RE : Helping"  

Date:  Fri,  21  Dul  2000  08:34:58  -0700 
From:  kedney.schaffer@juno.com 
Sub j : Helping 

Dear  Gary  Night  Owl, 

I read  your  invitation  to  share  when  we  help  someone  or  do  something  for 
others  to  make  the  world  a better  place.  I try  to  make  that  a daily  part 
of  life.  This  week  I got  a baby  bird  that  fell  out  of  the  nest  to  a 
wildlife  rehabitation  center  so  it  has  a chance  to  live.  Last  week  I 
donated  clothes  to  Big  Brothers,  Big  Sisters  when  they  called.  Last  month 
I visited  some  Apache  friends  of  a friend  of  mine  and  helped  buy  clothing 
for  a young  child  and  food  for  a family.  These  are  examples  of  walking 
in  a good  way  and  what  I feel  true  spirituality  is  about.  The  simple 
things  we  do  from  a place  of  love. 

I do  want  to  share  with  you  also  that  I have  changed  my  way  of  making 
money  and  left  a corporate  position  to  start,  with  two  other  partners. 
Belonging  to  Mother  Earth  Communications.  A company  that  cares  about 
building  bridges  amongst  people.  We  sell  telecommunications  services  and 
donate  35%  of  our  revenues  to  Radio  for  Peace  International,  based  in 
Costa  Rica  on  U.N.  soil.  They  are  promoting  peace,  caring  for  our  Mother 
Earth  and  indigenous  voices.  We  also  donate  to  Nanish  Shontie,  an 
intertribal,  interracial  camp  that  anyone  from  any  walk  of  life  will  be 
able  to  come  to  to  learn  to  get  connected  to  Mother  Earth  from 
traditional  Native  elders. 

I am  going  to  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  a brochure  on  Belonging  to 
Mother  Earth  Communications.  Perhaps  it  will  feel  right  to  you  to  switch 
your  services  to  us  to  support  the  work  we  are  doing.  Or,  you  may  have  a 
nonprofit  that  would  benefit  from  our  fund-raising  program. 

Thank  you  for  sharing  the  words  of  an  elder.  We  all  of  us  learn  to  not 
just  complain,  point  fingers  and  judge,  but  take  action  to  pick  up  a 


piece  of  litter,  to  help  someone  else  or  simply  to  share  a smile  each  day 
with  someone  we  will  move  the  world  into  a better  place. 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  read  this  e-mail. 

Zon  Mea  Noh  (walk  in  a good  way), 

Eleanor 

Office:  Eleanor  Kedney  Schaffer 
Belonging  to  Mother  Earth  Communications 
520-219-1062,  (520-797-3063  fax) 
b2mec@attglobal . net 
www . Belonging2Mot her Earth . com 


I thank  each  of  you,  for  sharing  these  stories  of  GIVING  BACK! 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Dul  2000  22:49:55  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis(3epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Dune  1,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 

~%A%~ 
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It  matters  little  where  I was  born. 

Or  if  my  parents  were  rich  or  poor; 

Whether  they  shrank  from  the  cold  world's  scorn. 
Or  walked  in  the  pride  of  wealth  secure; 

But  whether  I live  an  honest  man. 

And  hold  my  integrity  firm  in  my  clutch. 

It  matters  much! 


[photo:  MA30R  PRATT] 

MA30R  PRATT  gave  an  interesting  talk  to  the  students  after  the  school 
entertainment  on  Thursday  evening,  the  first  that  we  have  heard  from  him 
for  several  weeks. 

He  told  the  story  of  Girard  College,  at  whose  recent  Commencement  Mrs. 
Pratt  and  he  were  guests. 

In  this  great  and  richly  endowed  institution,  in  the  heart  of  the  old 
city  of  Philadelphia,  there  are  seventeen  hundred  boys  between  the  ages 
of  9 and  18  years. 

All  are  orphans,  for  such  was  the  provision  of  the  founder.  And  they 
come  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  from  neighboring  parts  of  the 
State . 

Stephen  Girard,  said  Ma j . Pratt,  was  not  a native  of  this  country.  He 
was  a Frenchman  - a merchant  and  a mariner,  born  in  France  a century  and 
a half  ago,  who  accumulated  wealth  and  settled  in  America. 

He  was  the  richest  man  in  America  in  his  day. 

He  was  eccentric,  and  made  some  odd  provisions  in  his  will,  when 
endowing  this  splendid  institution  for  orphan  boys. 

One  of  his  directions  read  that  the  grounds  should  be  enclosed  with  a 
very  high  stone  wall.  His  orders  were  carried  out,  but  to  do  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  wall  was  buried  under  ground.  Its  height  above 
ground  is  some  eight  or  nine  feet  - a massive  barricade  against  the 
outer  world. 


"I  asked  these  boys/'  said  the  Major,  "if  they  were  often  allowed  to 
leave  the  grounds." 

"Sometimes,"  said  they,  "when  we  can  get  a pass." 

"Can  you  get  a pass  whenever  you  ask  for  it?" 

"Not  always." 

"And  do  you  go  away  somewhere  in  the  summer  time?" 

"We  used  to  go  in  camp  for  a month,"  said  they.  "But  for  the  last  two 
summers  we  have  not  been  out  because  there  was  no  army  officer.  We  have 
an  officer  now  and  expect  to  go  this  summer." 

What  kind  of  boys  are  these?  They  are  not  INDIANS.  (Laughter.)  They 
are  white  boys  - ANGLO-SAXON  boys;  and  they  are  far  more  strictly  and 
closely  confined  than  the  Indian  boys  of  this  or  any  other  Indian 
school . 

I asked  the  President  if  there  was  any  trouble  in  keeping  the  school 
full. 

"We  have  hundreds  of  applications  ahead,  always  on  file." 

The  boys  WANT  to  go  there.  They  are  anxious 
[continued  page  4] 
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Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


Metzger  College  Commencement  was  attended  by  several  from  the  school, 
yesterday.  The  exercises  of  the  week  have  been  interesting. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edkins,  formerly  employees  at  the  Tunesassa  Mission,  New 
York  State,  were  visitors  at  Carlisle  this  week.  The  mission  was 
founded  by  Friends  in  1803. 

The  laundry  and  sewing  room  departments  wish  to  thank  Miss  Miles 
through  the  columns  of  the  HELPER  for  the  use  of  her  smoked  glass,  on 
the  day  of  the  eclipse. 

The  game  with  Bucknell  last  Saturday  at  Lewisburg  resulted  in  a defeat 
8 to  4.  And  the  game  with  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Y.M.C.A  on  Wednesday, 
another  defeat  - score  10-8. 

Miss  Bertha  Pierce,  '00,  now  in  New  York  State,  sent  flowers  - Laady 
Slippers  and  other  varieties  - to  the  Seniors,  and  they  were  greatly 
appreciated.  Miss  Bertha  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  her  Carlisle 
friends . 

Emanuel  Powlas,  Troop  G,  5th  Cavalry,  at  Albinito,  Porto  Rico,  says 
time  goes  faster  there  than  anywhere  he  has  ever  been  and  he  is  in  no 
hurry  to  get  back  to  the  States.  Some  of  his  interesting  letter  will 
appear  in  the  Dune  Red  Man. 

George  G.  Cleveland,  one  of  our  boys  who  is  with  E.  Troop,  5th 
Cavalry,  Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico,  writes  that  he  is  getting  on  very  nicely 
at  "hot  country,"  but  has  had  two  weeks  in  the  hospital  with  the  fever. 
He  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  all  his  school  comrades. 


George  Muscoe,  '00,  is  in  the  Standard  Oil  Refinery  at  Parkersburg,  W. 
Va. 

Through  Mrs.  Cook  and  Mr.  Dagenett,  letters  from  Arthur  Bonnicastle 
and  Ulysses  Ferris,  written  after  they  had  arrived  at  Honolulu  have  been 
seen.  Extracts  from  each  will  appear  in  the  Dune  Red  Man.  Those 
soldier  boys  already  have  seen  rice  plantations,  cocoanut  groves  and 
bananas  in  abundance.  Bonnicastle  thinks  that  the  natives  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  are  like  the  Indians.  Their  band  composed  of  natives 
played  selections  that  our  band  plays. 

Lonestar  writes  to  Miss  Bowersox  that  he  has  a little  son  whose  name 
is  Howard,  and  he  wishes  his  Carlisle  friends  chould  see  him.  Lonestar 
has  been  clerking  for  Mr.  Laursen  at  Shell  Lake,  Wis.,  for  four  years. 

He  has  recently  been  appointed  Census  Enumerator  for  Sawyer  Co.  When  an 
Indian  undertakes  a business,  and  sticks  to  it  until  he  makes  a success 
of  it  he  deserves  commendation,  "for  so  often  do  Indians  fail  to  STICK," 
said  an  observer,  to  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  the  other  day,  and  the 
only  thing  that  the  old  gentleman  could  say  in  retaliation  was  "Do  young 
white  people  always  stick  to  the  thing  they  first  undertake?"  "No!" 
replied  the  Observer,  "not  always;  but  those  who  are  called  successful 
in  life  are  the  ones  who  have  STUCK  to  a purpose." 

Through  Supt.  Frank  Terry,  Puyullup  Consolidated  Agency  we  learn  that 
a summer  institute  for  the  employees  in  the  Indian  service  in  the  state 
of  Washington  will  be  held  at  the  Puyallop  Indian  School  for  one  week 
from  August  20  to  25.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  secure  some  of  the  best 
talent  in  the  State  for  lecturers,  and  a program  is  in  course  of 
prepareation  which  is  intended  to  take  in  the  discussion  of  subjects 
preeminently  practical. 

The  holiday  on  Wednesday  was  full  of  enjoyment  for  the  members  of  the 
school.  The  athletic  Events  in  the  afternoon  were  unusually  fine. 

There  were  races  - hurdle,  relay,  hundred  yard  dashes,  quarter  mile 
straight  and  mile  and  two  mile  - hammer  throwing,  jumping,  shotputting 
etc.,  etc.,  at  which  many  of  our  boys  did  themselves  proud.  Excitement 
ran  high  at  the  last  contest  between  Seniors  and  Duniors  in  a relay,  at 
which  the  Duniors  came  out  ahead.  A full  account  of  the  events  with  the 
names  of  actors  and  time  made  will  be  given  in  the  Dune  Red  Man.  The 
time  made  will  compare  well  with  college  and  other  school  meets  where 
the  same  characterr  of  events  have  been  enacted. 


(P  3) 

Dune  bugs! 

Smoked  glasses  to  burn! 

As  Dune  opens,  vacation  days  are  in  sight. 

Chemawa  has  some  new  band  instruments. 

Mrs.  Mason  Pratt  spent  Thursday  with  us. 

Over  600  gazers  took  in  the  eclipse  from  our  grounds. 

The  mosquito  has  not  yet  presented  his  bill  in  these  parts. 

The  Band  played  in  the  parade  on  Decoration  day  in  town. 

The  thermometer  seems  to  have  forgotten  the  tune  of  "Old  Hundred." 

Mrs.  DeLoss  made  a business  trip  for  the  school  recently,  to  Ocean 
City. 

Miss  Pauli  spent  Sunday  at  Hotel  de  Howe  at  Hunter's  Run,  with  her 
sister. 

The  boy  who  imagines  himself  the  salt  of  the  earth  is  very  apt  to  be 
too  fresh. 

The  sun  played  hide  and  seek  behind  the  clouds  for  a part  of  the  time. 
Eclipse  Day. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Hugh  Hiller's  illustrated  article  in  the  North 
American;  on  our  Court  Martial? 

Miss  Sarah  Pratt,  of  Steelton,  is  visiting  here  this  week.  Her  little 
friends  at  the  school  always  give  her  a warm  welcome. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dagenett  have  a Duplex  Wheel  which  is  a very  pretty 
machine  built  for  two.  A social  affair,  on  which  the  riders  sit  side  by 
side,  and  it  is  easily  run. 

"How  do  you  divide  liquor?"  called  one  of  the  Indian  compositors 
across  to  the  foreman  who  is  also  an  Indian.  "Half-and-half,"  was  the 


quick  reply,  and  he  is  a prohibitionist,  too. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  Annual  Commencement  of  Dickinson 
College  will  take  place  next  week.  The  Baccalureate  sermon  by  President 
Reed  will  be  preached  this  Sunday. 

Mr.  Weber  had  shut  down  steam  for  the  year,  when,  lo!  another  cold 
wave  came  after  the  eclipse  which  eclipsed  all  the  other  cold  waves  of 
the  Spring,  and  the  boilers  had  to  be  fired  again  to  furnish  steam  for 
the  quiet  workers  at  desks  and  trades. 

Misses  Cutter  and  Forster  entertained  Miss  lackson,  of  Metzger 
College,  Mrs.  Eckles,  Miss  Bratton  and  Dr.  Hilda  Longsdorf,  of  Carlisle 
and  Mrs.  Greer,  of  Dohnstown,  this  State,  on  Wednesday,  at  tea  in  Miss 
Cutter's  room,  while  guests  from  the  school  were  invited  to  the  same 
party  in  Miss  Forster's  room  in  the  evening,  when  games  and  social  chat 
were  fully  enjoyed. 

The  entertainment  last  Thursday  night  was  enjoyed  as  usual. 

The  administration  building  is  taking  on  a much  needed  dress  of  paint. 

Monday  was  Eclipse  Day  and  Wednesday  was  Decoration  day,  this  week. 

It  takes  Mr.  Foulke  with  the  four-horse  roller  weighing  tons  to  make 
the  new  roads  level  and  smooth. 

From  Miss  Luckenbach's  recent  letters  we  judge  that  she  is  comfortably 
(?)  warm  at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  about  these  days. 

Miss  Dora  Eastman  celebrated  her  eighth  birthday  yesterday  by  a 
holdiay,  during  which  she  spent  many  happy  hours  with  her  little 
friends . 

Miss  Blanche  Bard,  of  Chambersburg,  niece  of  Senator  Bard,  of 
California  who  visited  us  Commencement  time,  was  a guest  of  Miss 
Senseney,  on  Sunday. 

On  Friday  the  Pennsylvania  Associated  Health  Authorities  and 
Sanatarians,  visited  the  school  in  a body.  They  were  in  Convention  at 
Mechanicsburg. 

Dr.  Alice  Seabrook  of  the  Methodist  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  spent 
Tuesday  night  at  the  school,  a guest  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt,  on  her  way 
to  her  former  Emmittsburg  home. 

The  wave  was  such  a cold  one  that  the  M.O.T.B.S.  was  driven  to  the 
tailor  shop  to  do  his  writing  under  the  wing  of  the  goose.  Of  course  it 
all  came  about  through  Mr.  Shelley's  kindness. 

Mrs.  Canfield  and  Misses  Smith,  Hones,  Robbins,  Miller  and  Morton, 
took  in  the  Battlefield  of  Gettysburg,  Decoration  Day.  They  had  with 
them  a small  party  of  Indian  girls,  who  behaved  like  such  ladies  all  the 
while  that  it  was  a great  pleasure  to  be  with  them. 

On  Monday,  Miss  Richenda  Pratt  with  Mrs.  Pratt  returned  from 
Philadelphia,  improved  greatly,  no  doubt,  but  to  her  friends  who  have 
not  seen  her  since  she  left  for  Wilson  after  the  Easter  vacation  she  is 

changed.  It  will  take  many  weeks  for  her  to  completely  recover. 

Will  they  ever  get  over  it?  Misses  Cutter,  Wood,  Peter  and  Mrs. 

Sawyer  were  invited  guests  of  Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Edge,  Downingtown, 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  They  went,  saw  and  were  conquered.  They  tead  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hacob  Edge  one  evening,  and  while  in  Downingtown  attended 
Friends'  Meeting.  The  woods,  the  quiet,  the  botanizing,  the  elegance, 
the  sweetness  of  it  at  all,  will  be  lasting  not  only  to  them  but  to  all 

their  friends  who  listen  to  the  story.  They  found  our  girls  to  be  happy 

and  doing  very  well. 


(continued  from  page  one) 

to  go,  and  they  stick  to  it  until  they  are  through,  all  for  the  sake  of 
an  education. 

Now,  Carlisle  allows  its  students  to  go  OUT. 

It  SENDS  them  out.  It  PUSHES  them  out  into  the  world,  into 
association  with  older  and  wiser  and  better  people. 

They  learn  from  contact. 

The  buildings  of  Girard  College  are  substantial  and  well-equiped . The 
boys  are  well-fed,  well-clad  and  well-taught,  but  their  associations  are 
almost  wholly  among  themselves. 

The  pupils  are  graded  according  to  size  or  age,  and  placed  according 
to  grade  in  different  buildings,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  etc.,  for  boys  of  10, 


12,  and  14  yeans. 

It  is  a magnificent  charity  and  many  of  its  graduates  are  now  men  of 
mark  - railroad  men,  bankers,  manufacturers,  farmers  and  others.  But 
you  Indian  boys  and  girls  at  the  Carlisle  School  have  a broader  chance 
than  those  1700  white  boys  in  Girard  College. 

If  any  one  of  you  does  not  stick  to  this  opportunity,  does  not  dig  out 
of  it  every  bit  of  good  there  is  in  it,  he  must  be  weak  here,  (touching 
his  forehead)  or  not  strong  here  (pointing  to  his  heart).  He  must  have 
a feeble  brain,  and  a weak  will. 


A VERY  DIFFERENT  KIND  OF  AN  INDIAN  FUNERAL. 


While  reading  "An  Old-Time  Funeral"  in  the  HELPER  of  May  4th,  it 
called  to  my  mind  a very  different  Indian  funeral  that  I witnessed  some 
years  ago. 

Upon  taking  a camp  school  on  one  of  the  large  Sioux  reservations,  I 
was  told  that  Birdnecklace,  whose  home  was  near  the  school  house  was  one 
of  the  best  Indians  in  the  camp. 

I tried  in  various  small  ways  to  gain  his  confidence  and  friendship, 
but  for  awhile  it  seemed  in  vain.  He  always  treated  me  civilly  enough 
but  seemed  indifferent,  and  while  others  came  with  profuse  professions 
of  friendship  he  stayed  away. 

When  I have  been  at  the  school  nearly  a year,  Birdnecklace  came  to  me 
for  medicine  for  a very  sick  child  - a little  girl  of  three  or  four 
years . 

I visited  the  child,  gave  it  such  simple  remedies  as  I could,  and 
furnished  it  daily  with  milk  and  other  food. 

After  perhaps  a week's  illness  the  father  came  early  one  morning 
telling  me  that  the  child  was  dead;  then  leading  me  into  the  [illegible] 
asked  for  a box  he  had  seen. 

I made  him  understand  that  I would  provide  him  with  something  better. 

With  such  scant  tools  and  material  as  I had  I made  a little  coffin. 

My  wife  and  the  large  girls  lined  it  with  white  muslin,  so  that  it 
presented  a neat  appearance. 

It  would  be  considered  a rough  affair  for  a white  child,  but  it  was 
very  much  better  than  anything  the  Indian  had  ever  seen  - much  better 
than  he  expected. 

After  I had  sent  it  to  him  I received  word  from  the  father  asking  me 
to  go  to  the  house  to  place  the  child  in  the  coffin. 

This  was  no  easy  task,  but  I went. 

In  arranging  small  details  I frequently  asked  the  parents'  desire  in 
the  matter. 

The  answer  always  came: 

"Do  it  your  way  - like  the  white  man  does." 

Finally  the  mother  came  with  a small  quilt,  a silk  handkerchief  and 
some  toys. 

When  asked  if  they  were  to  go  into  the  coffin  the  father  said: 

"If  it  is  right  I should  like  it." 

It  was  an  evident  relief  to  the  mother  to  be  able  to  place  them 
carefully  beside  the  child. 

The  next  morning  we  started  for  the  little  cemetery  near  the  church,  I 
taking  the  coffin  with  its  contents  in  a light  wagon  - the  family  in  a 
farm  wagon  following. 

With  the  reading  of  the  burial  service  in  their  native  language  the 
little  one  was  laid  to  rest. 

The  father  afterwards  explained  to  me  that  no  other  Indian  attended 
because  he  buried  the  child  like  the  white  man  does. 

After  this  event  I soon  knew  I had  one  true  friend. 

When  my  horses  got  out  of  the  pasture,  Birdnecklace,  unasked,  brought 
them  back. 

When  one  horse  was  lame  his  best  one  was  brought  for  me  to  use. 

When  others  found  fault  with  the  school,  I had  one  staunch  supporter 
who  would  go  among  his  people  to  try  to  set  matters  right. 

In  many,  many  ways  he  showed  that  it  was  a real  pleasure  for  him  to  do 
me  a favor. 


Twice  after  this  I performed  the  same  sad  service  for  him. 

Dust  before  I left  the  school  he  came  with  a load  of  pickets,  posts 
and  other  material  and  asked  me  to  go  to  the  cemtery  once  more  with  him. 

When  we  left,  there  was  a neat  white  fence  around  the  little  graves,  a 
head-board  to  each  with  a name  upon  it. 

10HN  S.  SPEAR. 

Ft.  Yuma  School,  Calif.  May  9,  '00. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  9 letters. 

My  4,  3,  7,  5 a Government  mule  may  carry. 

My  2,  1,  8,  9 is  where  robbers  used  to  live. 

My  6,  3,  3,  5 is  used  for  fuel. 

My  whole  was  an  unwelcome  guest  after  the  eclipse. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Pennsylvania. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  Industrial  School 
(1879-1918),  visit  my  web  pages  at  http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

"RE : old  Indian  pawn"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  00:56:12  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Sub j : old  indian  pawn 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

One  of  my  favorite  things  to  do  is  to  look  around  pawn  shops,  you  never 
know  what  you  might  find.  It  can  be  something  you  have  been  looking  for  an 
didn't  know  it  until  you  see  it.  It  is  one  of  the  things  I like  to  do  when 
I get  a chance. 

Saturday  I went  into  a pawnshop  in  Las  Vegas  and  saw  a bracelet  that 
caught  my  eye,  it  had  Morenci  turquoise  and  a strong  simple  silver  band. 

The  design  was  balanced,  delicate  yet  elegant  in  it's  simplicity.  It  was 
tarnished  pretty  bad,  almost  black  in  color.  Where  it  came  from  I don't 
know,  but  I asked  to  see  it.  It  had  been  there  for  some  time  looked  like. 

I bargained  with  the  broker  for  it  and  got  a good  price. 

I put  it  in  my  pocket  and  walked  around  to  other  stores  a little  bit, 
and  then  packed  it  a way  to  bring  home.  When  I got  home  I put  it  on  the 
kitchen  table  with  the  other  junk  I brought  back  and  my  daughter  picked  it 
up.  She  looked  at  it.  "Where  did  you  get  the  bracelet?"  she  said,  "I  like 
it,  did  you  get  it  for  me?" 

She  put  it  on,  and  smiling  with  that  look  of  mischief  in  her  eye  which 
said,  I have  taken  it  already  and  it's  mine.  Dad. 

She  held  it  up  to  the  light,  and  said,  "Hey  look  your  name  is  on  the 
back".  I came  over  and  took  really  good  look  at  it  and  there  was  my  name. 

It  came  back  to  me,  through  the  haze  of  time  and  space.  I remembered  it 
was  1974  and  made  a living  selling  handmade  Indian  jewelry. 

Those  were  good  and  bad  times.  When  you  make  jewelry,  you  just  produce 
it,  but  then  you  try  to  make  it  good,  making  sure  it  is  pleasing  to  the 
eye.  I was  young  and  wanted  to  become  a well  known  silversmith.  My  uncle 
Bruce  Harvey  was  quite  good  and  some  of  his  tools  my  aunt  gave  to  me.  The 
stamps  in  particular  were  well  made  and  the  patterns  looked  good  stamped 
into  the  silver. 

There  was  a silversmith  by  the  name  of  Dimmie  Harold,  he  was  an  old  man 
but  he  was  friendly.  He  knew  my  Uncle  Bruce,  they  had  worked  together  in 
Tucson  after  the  war  in  the  curios  shops  there,  making  all  sorts  of 
jewelry  over  the  years.  They  carried  their  hand  bags  to  work,  a collection 
of  tools  used  every  day.  Sitting  there  making  buckles,  bracelets,  bolo 
ties,  spoons,  forks,  concho  belts  and  all  sorts  of  rings. 

Dimmie  Harold  told  me  about  how  they  worked  for  this  shop  and  that  one 
over  the  years.  By  the  time  I moved  to  Tucson,  Uncle  Bruce  was  gone,  he 
had  been  hit  by  a car  crossing  the  road  in  front  of  the  Veteran's  Hospital. 
He  was  skinny  guy,  from  Shiprock  originally  and  wore  a back  brace  to 


support  him j when  we  were  kids  he  showed  us  his  bullet  wounds,  scars  from 
the  South  Pacific  that  left  their  marks  on  his  back.  As  long  as  I can 
remember  I always  saw  him  in  a good  mood,  easy  going  and  never  getting 
angry  but  a gentle  person. 

These  things  came  to  mind  as  I looked  at  that  bracelet.  He  told  me  that 
some  of  the  things  you  make  will  go  places  you  never  will,  so  let  it  go 
and  free  yourself  from  it. 

This  bracelet  I made  at  home  sitting  at  the  kitchen  table  with  an  odd 
collection  of  tools.  The  stones  were  good,  I had  traded  work  for  the 
turquoise. 

When  you  make  jewelry  all  the  time,  you  think  on  designs  and  try 
different  things,  limmie  Harold  used  to  come  by  and  visit  and  show  me 
pieces  he  made  before  he  took  them  to  Bahti's  and  the  Kaibab  shop  in 
Tucson.  He  would  let  me  look  at  them  and  say  try  to  make  it.  The  challenge 
was  to  make  something  like  it  if  I could.  I tried  and  he  always  shared  his 
designs  and  how  he  made  them  with  me  afterward.  I remember  telling  him  I 
didn't  have  the  silver  for  a concho  and  he  later  brought  me  some  16  guage 
sterling  silver  plate  to  make  a concho.  I learned  alot  from  him. 

It  got  to  a point  where  I would  dream  about  designs  and  loved  the  feel 
of  silver  in  my  hands.  Taking  the  time  to  make  things  even,  straight, 
simple  and  neat.  As  time  went  on  I moved  back  to  Toadlena  and  worked  from 
there,  selling  at  Canyon  De  Chelly  and  the  Grand  Canyon. 

I had  Morenci,  three  good  matched  stones,  all  of  a deep  turquuoise  color, 
hard  stones  to  last  a long  time.  I fashioned  the  bracelet  and  made  sure 
the  welds  were  solid.  I made  two  bracelets  that  day  and  a collection  of 
rings.  I went  to  Canyon  De  Chelly  and  remember  sitting  there,  a woman  from 
I don't  know  where  came  up,  I can't  even  remember  her  name  or  face,  just 
that  she  picked  it  up  and  thought  on  it  and  bought  it,  putting  it  in  her 
purse . 

I remember  not  wanting  to  sell  it  but  that  was  the  purpose  of  it  being 
made  to  provide  for  food,  gas  and  things  needed  for  everyday  life.  The 
bracelet  turned  out  alright  and  I felt  a pride  in  having  made  it.  I 
thought  of  keeping  it  because  I liked  the  design  of  it  and  color  of  the 
stone . 

I stood  there  at  the  kitchen  table.  This  piece  of  jewelry  was  going  to 
end  up  on  my  work  bench,  to  take  out  the  scratches,  and  polish  the  stone 
and  eventually  to  sell  again  at  a good  price. 

This  bracelet  was  gone  for  a long  time  and  to  walk  into  a pawn  shop  in  a 
city  miles  away,  by  chance  to  find  a case  with  tarnished  jewelry  sitting 
in  a corner,  where  the  stories  of  those  Navajo  silversmiths  and  their 
lives  were  etched  in  the  jewelry  there,  forever  set  in  the  designs  and 
effort  to  make  those  things.  This  is  what  they  say  from  years  ago. 

I had  put  the  memory  of  it  out  of  my  mind  since  it  was  gone  for  good.  It 

touched  me,  to  stand  there  and  to  look  at  my  daughter  who  was  not  yet  even 

a twinkle  in  my  eye  then.  How  strange  it  is  that  what  was  once  given  up 
should  come  back  years  later. 

I looked  at  my  daughter  and  told  her,  "Put  it  on  the  bench  in  my  dungeon 
and  I will  polish  it  for  you  and  then  you  can  have  it". 

She  just  said,  "No,  I will  wear  it  this  way;  it  looks  old.  Then  she  went 

downstairs  and  I could  hear  her  say "Look  what  Dad  got  for  me..." 

rustywire 


"RE:  Poem:  And  We  Wonder  Why"  

Date:  Tue,  18  Dul  2000  23:17:14  -0400 

From:  "Rodney  D.  Coates"  <coatesrd@casmail.muohio.edu> 

Sub j : And  we  wonder  why 

And  we  wonder  why 
rodneyc//00 

Run,  children  run,  history,  strikes 
another  note,  forgotten  against 
the  backs  where  hope  wrote 


long  years  ago,  now  filled  with  dope. 


Stained,  within  the  refrain,  where  Granma 
used  to  wash  in  the  rain,  now  cane  floods 
the  veins,  and  hope  now  strokes  the  note. 

Silent  screams,  heard  within  tombs  sealed 

by  hate,  soiled  by  greed,  and  forgotten  by  stolen  moments  where  egos  prance 
arround  like  gods. 

Princes  and  Queens,  strolling  along  the  sidewalk  going  for  dimes  and 
quarters,  love  for  sale,  lives  gone  stale,  life  so  cheap,  and  we  wonder  why? 

without  struggle 
there  is  no  progress. 

--  frederick  douglass 

for  some  of  my  poetry  check  out 
http://www.ulbobo.com/umoja 
thanks . . 

i gotta  be  me. . rodneyc . . 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Dul  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  30-August  5 

IU  LAI 
(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

30 

The  joy  of  the  spirit  is  everlasting. 

31 

The  clouds  lie  upon  the  mountaintops  like  sleepy  children. 

AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

August  was  the  season  when  the  ohia  fruit  ripened  abundantly. 

1 

All  are  strangers  when  they  come  here,  until  the  spirit  of 
this  land  claims  their  hearts. 

2 

Life  is  the  only  true  magic. 

3 

The  summer  sunlight  is  rich  honey  poured  upon  the  flowers. 

4 

To  hear  the  bright  laughter  of  even  one  child's  joy  is  to 
hear  the  world. 

5 

Through  music,  we  are  most  nearly  ourselves. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Duly  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub  j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 
From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  lack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 


Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.0.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub  j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 


377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
Duly 

30th  - 1st  - West  Vancouver  B.C;  Squamish  Nation  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $150/weekend 

Camping  - yes,  free  RV  hook  up  available  2 blocks  away 
Leashed  dogs  ok  - MUST  bring  pooper  scooper,  or  bags  for  feces 
Gloria  Nahanee  (604)  986-2120 

August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 


No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 


K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Him  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday  Sunday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM  2:00  PM 

Head  Staff 


Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 

For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

3r . Girl ' s Cloth 
3r.  Boys  Straight 
3r.  Girl's  lingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

3r.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
3r.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

3r.  Gir's  Buckskin 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

3r.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  lingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Friday  Night 
49  Contest 
Dennifer  Lunsford 


Activities 

Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 


Sunday  Morning 


Stop  Dance  Leader  Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 


& Obstable  Course 


Coordinator 


Shell  Shaker 
Contests  lay 
Blalock 
Coordinator 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Golf  Tournament  & 
Horseshoe 
Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc .edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Dasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 


Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Dackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Dennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Doyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Sub j : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 

32nd  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Pow-wow 
Wichita,  Kansas 
Duly  28,29,30/2000 
316-821-9997 

Global  Peace  Walks  scheduled  for  other  major  areas  in  US. 
St.  Louis  August  15,  2000 

United  Nations  - New  York  - October  24,  2000 
Washington,  D.C.  - October  9,  2000 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 
From:  gars@netcom.com 
Sub j : The  Circle 

Duly  29,  30 
Gagaguwon  Pow-Wow 
OuSable  Children's  Park 
Oscoda,  MI 

For  more  info  call  Doe  or  Sue  at  (517)739-1994,  or  email  at 
gagaguwon@hotmail . com . 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  01  Dul  2000  09:04:39  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Mid-Summer/Early  Fall  Pow  Wow  listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 

-Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000- 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 

-Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them  are 
being  listed  for  the  first  time.- 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation . * 

Duly  28-30:  32nd  Annual  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Mid-America  All  Indian 
Center,  2150  North  Meridian,  Wichita,  KS.  Info:  Vernon  "Cy"  Ahtone  (316) 
821-9997. 

Duly  28-30:  1st.  Annual  Mo-Kan-Ok  Pow  Wow,  indoors,  at  the  Civil  War  Road 
Ranch  Arena,  Carthage,  MO.  Info:  (417)  358-0700. 

Duly  29:  Native  American  Festival,  at  Fairy  Stone  Park,  VA.  Info:  (540) 
629-2071. 

Aug.  4-5:  Bell  Pow  Wow,  east  of  Stillwell,  OK.  Info:  Thomas  Muskrat  (918) 
696-4480. 

Aug.  4-6:  Kaw  Pow  Wow,  1/2  mile  west  of  Washunga  Bay  entrance  on  Kaw  Lake, 
Kaw  City,  OK.  Info:  Donna  Villa  (417)  364-7114. 

Aug.  11-13:  Annual  IICOT  Pow  Wow,  inside  the  air-conditioned  Expo  Building 
at  the  Tulsa  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info:  (918)  836-1523. 

Aug.  11-13:  Thunderbird  Society  American  Indian  Days  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
fairgrounds,  Vandalia,  MO.  Traders  by  invitation  only.  All  dogs  must  be  on 
leash.  Day  money  paid  out  for  each  Grand  Entry  - to  be  paid  out  on  Sunday. 
Info:  Penny  Cearley  (573)  581-1777,  ext.  527. 

Aug.  18-20:  Clear  Creek  Pow  Wow,  at  Nevada,  MO.  Turn  right  on  Hwy.  K,  left 
at  the  water  tower,  then  follow  the  signs.  Info:  Ed  Woodington,  Route  1, 

Milo,  MO  64767  or  call  (417)  944-2745. 

Aug.  19-20:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  at  Lone  Star  Lakes  Lodge, 
Chuckatuck,  VA.  Free  admission  & free  parking.  GE:  12:00  noon,  dancing  til 
6:00pm.  Info:  Chief  Earl  Bass  (757)  393-1637  or  Debbie  Smith  (757)  421-3160, 
or  e-mail:  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com,  or  write:  Nansemond  Tribal 
Association,  PO  Box  2095,  Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Aug.  24-27:  124th  Annual  Ponca  Pow  Wow,  Ponca  City,  OK.  Info:  (580) 

762-8104. 

Aug.  26:  Bishigendan  Akii  (Respect  the  Earth)  American  Indian  Festival,  Town 
Point  Park,  Norfolk,  VA.  Info:  Biah  Seminole  (757)  425-7992  or  Festevents 
(757)  441-2345. 

Sept.  1-3:  Ottawa  Tribal  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  Adawe  Park,  5 miles  east 
of  Miami,  OK.  Info:  (918)  540-1536. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  Dim  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 


Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9024. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  1-4:  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival,  at  the  Choctaw  Nation  Capitol 
Grounds,  Tuskahoma,  OK.  There  will  be  Choctaw  Indian  Village,  a Civil  War 
re-enactment.  Traditional  Singing,  historical  dramas,  Choctaw  crafts,  food 
and  folklore.  Special  entertainment  featuring:  Loretta  Lynn,  David  Frizzell, 
Janie  Fricke,  Diamond  Rio,  and  others.  Info:  (800)  522-6170. 

Sept.  2-3:  11th  Annual  Running  Waters  Pow  Wow,  at  Ridge  Ferry  Park,  in  Rome, 
GA.  MC:  Richard  Bird;  HM:  Bullet  Standingdeer;  HL:  Laretta  Weaver;  HD:  Bird 
Chopper;  AD:  Jamie  Pheasant;  ST:  Fred  Bradley;  WS:  Native  American  Warrior 
Society  & Honor  Guard;  FP:  Sara  Bird;  GO:  10:00am  each  day;  GC:  10pm 
Saturday,  6pm  Sunday;  GE:  Saturday  at  1:00pm  & 7:00pm,  Sunday  at  at  1:00pm; 
Admission:  Adults  - $5.00,  Senior  Citizens  & Teens  (13-17)  - $3.00,  12  & 
under  - free.  Info:  Native  American  Preservation  Association  of  Georgia, 

Inc.,  PO  Box  565,  Rome,  GA  30162-0565  or  phone:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714, 
or  fmblair@aol.com. 

Sept.  8-10:  Moberly  Pow  Wow,  at  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit.  Info:  Harold  Carlson  (660)  263-3009. 

Sept.  9-10:  Trail  of  Tears  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Trail  of  Tears 
Commemorative  Park,  Hopkinsville,  KY.  Info:  (270)  886-8033. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Jerry  Denton;  HL:  Jaye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Linder  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Indian  Summer  Festival  Pow  Wow,  at  Bartlesville  Community 
Center,  Bartlesville,  OK.  Arts,  crafts,  storytelling,  cultural 
demonstrations,  juried  art  show,  & more.  Info:  (918)  337-2787. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow  & Cultural 
Festival,  at  Greensboro  Country  Park,  Greensboro,  NC.  MC:  Keith  Colston;  HM: 
Ray  Sylva;  HL:  Brenda  Sylva;  AD:  Ray  Jacobs;  HD:  A wo  ha  li;  Head  Judge: 
Archie  Lynch.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Sept.  15-17:  Eastern  Shawnee  Pow  Wow,  West  Seneca,  OK.  Take  Hwy.  60  from 
Seneca,  MO,  and  go  left  on  Oneida  Street.  Info:  (800)  957-2435. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weopons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

# I apologize  for  any  omissions.  Sometimes,  in  the  length  of  time  between 
composing  these  newsletters  there  may  be  an  event  that  comes  & goes  before  I 
get  around  to  doing  an  update;  and  occasionally  I may  lose  a listing;  but  I 
haven't  purposefully  left  any  event  unlisted.  # 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Jul  2000  08:53:50  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics  (July  24-28)  + Honoring  Our  Women 


1)  NAC  Topics  for  July  24-28 

2)  Honoring  Our  Women 


1)  NAC  Topics  for  Duly  24-28 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

SHARE  YOUR  VIEWS... we  want  you  to  participate  in  your  electronic  talking 
circle  so  if  you  have  something  to  say  or  have  questions  about  the 
following  topics  call  live  on  air  l-2pm  EDT  toll  free  1-800-99-NATIV 
(that's  1-800-996-2848)  or  e-mail  us  ahead  of  time  at  airos@unl.edu 

MON  - 7/24:  Native  Languages  and  Science: 

Do  you  believe  that  answers  to  scientific  phenomena  are  best  interpreted 
through  Native  languages?  A group  of  researchers  say  the  cadence  and 
phonetics  of  indigenous  dialects  seem  to  define  quantum  phenomena  and  other 
universal  laws  more  elaborately  and  correctly,  loin  us  as  we  listen  to  the 
Language  of  Spirituality,  a meeting  of  minds  between  Native  wisdom  keepers 
and  non-Native  scholars  and  scientists.  Guests  include  Leroy  Little  Bear  of 
the  Blood  Indian  Tribe  of  Canada. 

TUE  - 7/25:  Zuni  Enigma: 

Did  a group  of  thirteenth  century  lapanese  pilgrims  come  to  the  American 
Southwest  and  merge  with  the  people  of  Zuni?  Did  these  Asians  influence  the 
language  and  religion  of  the  Zuni  people?  According  to  Dr.  Nancy  Yaw  Davis, 
the  answer  to  both  questions  is  yes.  She  claims  to  have  uncovered  evidence 
that  suggests  the  Zuni  were  visited  by  lapanese  travelers  some  seven 
hundred  years  ago.  Is  it  true?  Guests  include  Nancy  Yaw  Davis,  author  of 
"The  Zuni  Enigma"  and  Malcolm  Bowekety,  member  of  the  Zuni  Nation. 

WED  - 7/26:  Book  of  the  Month:  Salmon  and  His  People: 

Northwest  tribes  believe  that  one  of  the  greatest  tragedies  of  this  century 
is  the  loss  of  Chinook  salmon  runs  and  traditional  fishing  sites  on  the 
Columbia  River.  Elders  say  the  circle  of  life  has  been  broken  and  are 
contemplating  the  consequences  of  breaking  the  circle.  Nez  Perce  author 
Allen  Pinkham  and  biologist  Dan  Landeen's  new  book  combines  traditional 
environmental  knowledge  with  Western  science  in  a compelling  story  to  save 
the  Salmon  and  his  People. 

THU  - 7/27:  Shut  Down  the  Defense  Labs?: 

Thousands  of  anti-nuclear  activists  will  be  coming  to  New  Mexico  early  next 
month  to  call  for  the  closure  of  the  Los  Alamos  National  Laboratories . The 
event  will  coincide  with  the  1945  bombings  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki, 
lapan.  Defense  proponents  are  looking  to  increase  spending  at  the 
laboratories  and  claim  it's  necessary  to  maintain  our  nuclear  deterrents. 
Activists,  however,  say  the  only  true  deterrent  for  nuclear  war  is  to 
disarm  the  weapons.  Should  the  U.S.  cut  back  its  nuclear  arsenal?  Or  should 
we  maintain  our  stockpiles  in  the  name  of  global  stability?  Guests  include 
Peggy  Prince,  director  of  Peace  Action  New  Mexico. 

FRI  - 7/28:  Heart  Disease: 

In  this  country  alone,  heart  and  blood  vessel  diseases  claim  a life  every 
32  seconds.  Cardiovascular  disease  has  emerged  as  the  most  common  cause  of 
death  for  Native  Americans.  It  has  also  become  a major  initiative  for 
prevention  programs  within  many  tribes  as  well  as  the  Indian  Health 
Service.  What  is  causing  Native  Americans  to  have  such  high  rates  of  this 
disease?  Is  it  our  diet?  Is  it  genetic?  Or  is  it  a lack  of  specialized 
cardiology  care  in  our  health  care  facilities?  loin  loaqlin  Estus  on  the 
next  Native  America  Calling  "Wellness  Edition"  as  we  talk  about  taking 
wellness  to  heart. 

2)  Honoring  Our  Women 

California  Indian  women  are  often  movers  and  shakers  in  their  communities. 
This  program  introduces  some  women  who  were  leaders  in  the  past  and  who 
have  achieved  recognition  today. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 


Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

Coming  in  Duly  "The  California  Indian  Radio  Poject"  . . . listen  online  at 
nativetelecom.org  or  contact  your  local  public,  community,  tribal  or 
low-powered  fm  radio  station  and  tell  them  to  carry  it! 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Debbie  Sanders, 

KOLA  HQ,  Roger  Iron  Cloud  via  3ohn  Berry,  Martha  Ture,  Rodney  D.  Coates, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Eleanor  Kedney  Schaffer,  Eric  Martin, 
lanet  Smith,  Gary  Smith,  Mike  Wicks,  lohnnie  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:34:46  2000 
Date:  Tue,  1 Aug  2000  18:30:41  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.032 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Osage  moon  of  yellow  flowers  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Cherokee  end  of  the  fruit  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Paths-L,  Indianz  elist,  Triballaw,  LPDC, 
KOLA  Newslist  & NatFilm  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"From  the  Eastern  Door  we  are  in  the  final  stages  of  the  shaking  of  the 
earth,  when  the  Great  Spirit  takes  the  earth  in  both  hands  and  shakes 
it  violently.  Dust  this  year  (Dune,  1993)  the  opening  of  the  eastern 
door  took  place  in  Cape  Spear,  Newfoundland,  Canada,  the  furthest 
eastern  point  in  North  America.  The  circle  of  the  Medicine  Wheel  is  now 
complete.  The  Wabanaki  People  (People  of  the  Light)  have  joined  the 
circle.  We  have  joined  under  the  following  philosophy:  "Heal  you  the 
self  --  you  help  to  heal  the  family,  the  family  helps  to  heal  the 
community,  the  community  helps  to  heal  the  nation,  the  nations  help  to 
heal  the  world." 

"All  the  prophecies  from  the  other  nations  now  coincide  and  complement 
each  other.  It  is  time  for  us  all  to  stop  blaming  one  another,  heal 
from  our  wounds,  and  move  forward  --  for  the  survival  of  the  world  as 
we  know  it  is  in  our  hands." 

"We  must  seek  out  and  absorb  the  wisdom  of  our  elders  and  use  it  for  the 
betterment  of  others.  The  Great  Spirit  left  a clear  and  legible  path  in 
eastern  North  American  with  petroglyphs  and  natural  monuments.  This 


knowledge  is  kept  under  guard  by  our  elders  and  only  entrusted  to  those 
native  people  who  abide  by  the  natural  laws  of  the  Great  Spirit:  respect 
honesty,  sharing,  and  caring.  Without  each  one  of  these  the  others  do 
not  exist." 

"It  is  now  time  for  moms,  dads,  grandmothers,  grandfathers,  and  children 
to  get  involved  in  the  healing  of  our  world.  Make  it  your  business,  too. 

MICMAC  NATION  MESSAGE  TO  THE  UN 

by  David  Gehue,  Spiritual  Councilor,  Miqmac  Nation 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  j 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Dourney  | 

i The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  ! 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  | 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  | 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

I l 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

In  this  issue,  in  the  "GIVING  BACK"  section  you  are  going  to  read  about 
Clay  Watson's  situation.  Having  a sister-in-law  and  brother  who  give 
hope  to  many  through  a food  bank  and  shelter  in  north  central  New  Mexico, 

I cannot  begin  to  tell  you  how  much  is  asked  of  people  who  take  on  this 
burden.  The  rewards,  in  terms  of  seeing  individuals  and  families  blossom 
forth  and  the  love  that  is  given,  are  HUGE;  but  make  no  mistake  about  it... 
so  are  the  burdens. 

There  are  those  who  say  they  work  for  the  People,  and  yet  the  proceeds 
from  donations  given  them  furnish  their  homes  in  opulent  style,  line 
their  pantries  with  groceries  and  provide  for  travel  to  farflung  places. 

I know  of  some  of  these  people,  both  Native  and  non-native.  I would  be 
infuriated  at  this  misuse  if  I did  not  know  how  each  will  pay  dearly 
when  the  circle  is  completed.  It  is  true  - whatever  you  send  out, 
whether  good,  bad  or  indifferent,  comes  back.  If  these  people  were 
unaware  of  the  consequences,  they  would  have  my  pity.  But  I know  they 
are  aware  that  their  actions  will  come  back  to  them;  yet  they  continue  to 
feed  off  their  own. 

Clay  Watson  is  not  one  of  those  people.  He  has  given  everything  he 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


has  to  helping  the  reservations  in  South  Dakota  and  Wyoming.  He  now  finds 
his  back  against  the  wall,  eviction  from  his  warehoue  pending,  truck  in  need 
of  repair,  and  grants  denied  him  because  too  many  foundations  have 
experienced  those  who  seek  support  for  Native  people--then  abuse  it. 


If  you  ever  felt  a desire  to  help  someone  because  you  KNEW  their  works 
were  good  and  honorable;  but  just  didn't  know  who  that  person  might  be 
this  is  the  time  to  step  forward  and  assist. 

Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 


(*,*) 
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Gary  Night  Owl 
P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 
Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Fort  Apache  Blaze 
Claims  3,600  Acres 

- The  Ihanktonwan  Grassroots 
Oyate  Update 

- Coon  Come  Elected 
National  Chief  of  AFN 

- Delaware  Eye  Oklahoma  Site 
for  Casino 

- Indian  Affairs  Chief  Pecos 
to  Step  Down 

- Conference  to  Address  Indian, 
non-Indian  Relations 

- Elder  Advisor  Program 
Builds  Bridges 

- Is  Indian  Country  in  Alaska 
to  be  or  not  to  be 

- Indians'  Languages 
Near  Extinction 

- Shoshone  Sundance 
Finds  New  Location 

- Sweat  Lodge  Threatened  in  Arizona 

- First  Nations  Want  Fish  Out 

- Peyote  Ritual 

Stirs  Trouble  in  Utah 


- New  Battles  in  U.S.  Courtrooms 

- Eddie  Hatcher  Update 

- Standing  Deer  Defense  Committee 

- FBI ' s Accounting 

- Nooksacks  Look  to  FBI 

- FBI  to  Investigate 

Fatal  Shooting  on  Tribal  Land 

- Native  American  Prisoner 
Persecutions 

- Native  Prisoner 


GIVING  BACK: 


- It's  Up  to  the  People 


GIVING  BACK! 


- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- The  Buckskin 

- Poem:  They  Fall  Away 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Celebration  Tour  2000  Announcement 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Fort  Apache  Blaze  Claims  3,600  Acres 


Date:  Sat,  29  Dul  2000  16:22:08  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Fort  Apache  blaze  claims  3,600  acres  (Fwd) 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Date:  Friday,  28  Duly  2000 

http: //www. az star net . com/publi c/d news/000728 RArizona Fires . html 

Friday,  28  Duly  2000 

Fort  Apache  blaze  claims  3,600  acres 

THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

CARRIZO  - Firefighters  struggled  to  cut  containment  lines  yesterday 
around  a fire  that  had  raced  across  3,600  acres  of  brush  on  the  Fort 
Apache  Indian  Reservation. 

The  Ridge  fire  was  four  miles  northwest  of  Carrizo,  about  100  miles 
northeast  of  Phoenix,  yesterday,  but  officials  said  the  community  should 
be  protected  by  natural  barriers. 

An  Apache  tepee  filled  with  ceremonial  items  had  been  destroyed,  but  no 
other  structures  were  threatened. 


Fire  spokeswoman  Chadeen  Palmer  said  312  people  were  working  on  the  fire, 
assisted  by  two  air  tankers  and  a helicopter  capable  of  dropping  1,500 
gallons  of  water. 

A 500-acre  fire  was  burning  in  the  far  southwestern  portion  of  the 
reservation,  but  there  were  no  immediate  plans  to  fight  it.  Palmer  said 
the  fire  should  actually  be  beneficial  because  it  was  burning  away  brush. 
Meanwhile,  two  large  fires  continued  to  burn  on  the  Arizona  Strip. 

The  Rattlesnake  fire  burning  30  miles  south  of  St.  George,  Utah,  had 
charred  nearly  1,500  acres  but  was  65  percent  contained. 

The  Elbow  fire  in  the  far  northwest  corner  of  the  state  was  holding  at 
about  875  acres. 

Two  wildfires  burning  about  600  acres  each  near  Flagstaff  were  expected 
to  be  contained  early  today. 

"RE : The  Ihanktonwan  Grassroots  Oyate  Update"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Dul  2000  00:16:02  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub  j : The  Ihanktonwan  Grassroots  Oyate-Update 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

PRESS  RELEASE. . .PRESS  RELEASE 

From:  ishnajin@webtv.net  (john  zephier) 

The  Ihanktonwan  Grassroots  Oyate,  D.L.N.  Human  Rights  Advocacy 
Coalition,  A.I.M.,  and  White  Swan  Oyate. 

7-24-00  We  were  to  meet  with  the  Mayor  of  Lake  Andes,  but  when 
we  went  to  the  city  hall.  The  receptionist  said  she  hasn't  spoke  to 
him  yet,  to  tell  him  of  our  request  . You  would  think  if  the  Mayor  is 
a professional  Official  that  is  effective  and  upholding.  He  would  at 
least  check-in  once  a day,  to  see  how  things  are  running.  He  is 
responsible  for  administration,  civic  duties  as  well  as  the  co-existence 
of  the  diverse  cultures  of  humans.  Neglected  of  duty  is  incompetence  . 

The  Encampment  is  running  strong  with  prayer.  We  are  all  working 
together.  It  is  like  we  are  all  babies,  but  you  have  to  learn  how  to 
crawl,  before  you  can  walk  and  eventually  run.  Many  of  our  people  have 
expressed  their  gratitude,  some  have  been  inspired  to  quit  drinking. 

7-25-00  Atwood  appeared  in  front  of  Dudge  Anderson,  he  entered 
the  court  room  in  full  uniform,  gun  on  his  hip.  He  entered  a plea 
of  not  guilty  to  Simple  Assault  to  a child.  His  next  court  date  is 
8-8-00,  9:00AM  Charles  Mix  County  Courthouse,  Lake  Andes  S.D.. 

We  were  protesting  out  side  of  the  courthouse  , when  City 
Attorney,  Timothy  Whalen  came  out.  A protester  shouted  , 

"Simple  Assault  to  a child  is  CHILD  ABUSE."  He  replied,  " 
in  your  dreams,  and  you  are  all  full  of  shit."  He  also  turned 
and  said,  " You  are  all  sick  people  and  you  are  the  ones  that 
abuse  your  child."  We  reminded  him  that  he  was  promoting 
child  abuse,  by  white  washing  Policeman,  Mike  Atwood's 
criminal  actions  towards  children.  States  Attorney,  Scott 
Podhraskdy  all  ready  admitted  that  Police  officer  Atwood  , 

DUST  SNAPPED! ! ! ! Police  brutality  accuses  when  police 
officers  DUST  SNAP!!!!  There  is  too  much  of  this 
UNPROFESSIONAL  MISCONDUCT  in  South  Dakota. 

Please  FAX  to:  KILI  Porcupine  605-867-5634  and 
KLND  Little  Eagle  FAX:  605-823-4660 
Thank  you, 

Frances  Zephier,  Secretary  of 
D.L.N.  Human  Rights  Advocacy 
Coalition, and  A.I.M. 

D.L.(Zeph)  Zephier 
(Ishnana  Najin) 

Eagle  Warrior  Society 
A.I.M. 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 

- — "RE:  Coon  Come  Elected  National  Chief  of  AFN"  

Date:  Thu,  13  3ul  2000  08:08:50  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  07-13-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Coon  Come  elected  National  Chief  of  AFN 
c.  CBC 

Dul  12,  2000 

OTTAWA  - The  race  to  lead  Canada's  most  prominent  native  group  is  over. 
After  the  second  ballot,  Matthew  Coon  Come  won  more  than  58  per  cent  of 
the  vote  - ousting  Phil  Fontaine  from  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations 
leadership. 

Although  the  rules  require  the  winner  to  garner  60  per  cent  of  the  vote, 
Fontaine  conceded  defeat. 

Tuesday  night,  aboriginal  leaders  from  across  the  country  listened  to 
the  four  candidates  speak.  Coon  Come  and  Fontaine  got  the  most  attention 
and  praise. 

Coon  Come  says  his  main  priority  will  be  securing  self-government  and 
land  rights  for  Aboriginal  Peoples. 

"I'm  not  in  the  federal  camp,"  Coon  Come  told  the  audience.  "I'm  not 
affiliated  with  any  political  party,  but  I am  in  the  First  Nations  camp 
and  I need  your  support." 

Both  Coon  Come  and  Fontaine  have  enjoyed  a high  profile  on  the  national 
stage:  Coon  Come  for  his  battle  with  Quebec  Flydro  and  Fontaine  for  his 
work  as  national  chief  over  the  past  three  years. 


Trapline  to  National  Chief 
by  Martin  O'Malley 
c.  CBC 
7/12/2000 

Matthew  Coon  Come  has  always  been  a young  man  with  a mission.  The 
intelligent,  articulate,  sometimes  brash  leader  of  the  Quebec  Crees  has 
the  respect  ? if  not  affection  ? of  aboriginals  throughout  Canada,  and  of 
all  those  who  love  rooting  for  a David  going  up  against  a Goliath.  When  he 
was  21  and  studying  law  at  McGill  University,  a delegation  of  Cree  elders 
asked  him  to  run  for  election  as  the  band's  deputy  chief.  He  accepted  the 
challenge,  won  the  election  and  eventually  became  Grand  Chief  of  12,000 
Crees  of  northern  Quebec.  He  also  became  a formidable  opponent  of  industry 
and  secessionist  politicians. 

Coon  Come,  44,  has  made  brilliant  speeches  around  the  world  on  the 
plight  of  aboriginal  peoples.  In  October  1996,  he  spoke  at  Harvard 
University,  at  the  Harvard  Center  for  International  Affairs  and  the 
Kennedy  School  of  Government.  His  topic  this  time  was  the  separatist 
aspirations  of  Quebec  and  how  they  affect  aboriginals. 

It  was  a tough,  cerebral  speech,  with  a message  separatist  leaders  in 
Quebec  didn't  want  to  hear,  one  that  singularly  put  the  separatists  in  an 
embarrassing  defensive  position  ? Coon  Come  essentially  called  the 
separatist  leaders  ethnic  racists. 

"I  must  emphasize  at  the  outset,"  Coon  Come  told  the  high  foreheads  at 
Harvard,  "that  we  have  no  fundamental  quarrel  with  the  people  of  Quebec, 
with  whose  aspirations  for  political  and  cultural  security  we  can  identify. 
The  great  majority  of  Quebecers  have  shown  time  and  again  that  they  reject 
discriminatory  double  standards,  and  are  not  prepared  to  claim  rights  for 
themselves  while  denying  them  to  others. 

"We  respect  these  Quebecers  and  wish  to  work  with  them,"  Coon  Come  said. 
"Unfortunately,  however,  the  government  of  Quebec  has  not  met  this  basic 
standard  of  equity  and  respect  for  fundamental  rights.  The  present 
government  of  the  Canadian  province  of  Quebec  is  seeking,  on  grounds  of 
French  ethnic  nationalism,  to  secede  from  Canada.  And  this  secessionist 


government  of  Quebec  states  that  when  it  secedes,  it  can  forcibly  include 
my  people  and  our  traditional  lands,  in  a sovereign  Quebec." 

Coon  Come  was  saying  to  Quebec,  you  can  leave  Canada  if  you  choose,  but 
we're  staying.  And  by  "our  traditional  lands"  he  meant  some  400,000  square 
kilometres,  an  area  larger  than  Britain  or  Italy.  Going  beyond  the  Cree 
land  to  include  the  Inuit,  Naskapi,  and  Innu,  the  northern  "traditional 
lands"  Coon  Come  speaks  of  amount  to  two-thirds  of  the  province.  The 
Quebec  Crees  boycotted  the  1995  referendum,  choosing  to  hold  their  own,  in 
which  96  per  cent  of  them  voted  "No"  to  being  included  in  any  package  that 
would  separate  them  from  Canada. 

When  the  separatist  forces  narrowly  lost  the  Quebec  referendum.  Premier 
Jacques  Parizeau  bitterly  blamed  the  loss  on  "money  and  the  ethnic  vote." 
The  Crees  may  number  only  12,000  in  Quebec,  but  Coon  Come  has  no  doubt 
Parizeau' s bitterness  was  triggered  by  the  unassailable  logic  of  the 
argument:  you  go,  we  stay,  with  two-thirds  of  the  province. 

Coon  Come's  other  major  battle  came  earlier,  in  the  1980s,  when  he  led 
the  fight  against  the  massive,  $13  billion  lames  Bay  hydroelectric  project 
which  threatened  to  flood  much  of  the  land  that  is  Coon  Come's  home  in 
northern  Quebec.  Gifted  with  a savvy  for  both  politics  and  publicity,  Coon 
Come  organized  a canoe  trip  of  Cree  elders  from  lames  Bay,  through  Lake 
Erie,  down  the  Hudson  River  and  eventually  to  the  bright-lights 
destination  of  New  York  City. 

It  was  brilliant  strategy,  making  a plea  on  behalf  of  the  Quebec  Cree  in 
a colourful  and  effective  way  ? directly  to  the  customers  of  Hydro  Quebec 
? New  Yorkers,  Manhattanites,  the  media  capital  of  the  world.  Coon  Come 
knew  that  Quebec  leaders  were  ultra-sensitive  to  world  opinion,  especially 
American  opinion.  Coon  Come's  campaign  resulted  in  the  Crees'  right  to 
renegotiate  with  Quebec  the  terms  by  which  the  hydroelectric  project  could 
be  developed  in  the  province. 

Coon  Come  was  born  in  a hut  along  the  trap  line  his  parents  worked  in 
northern  Quebec.  It  was  a seasonal  encampment  for  the  Cree,  where  they 
hunted  and  fished  near  lames  Bay.  Coon  Come  didn't  see  a white  man  until 
he  was  six,  and  the  white  man  turned  out  to  be  an  Indian  Affairs  agent  who 
came  by  float  plane  to  take  young  Matthew  away  to  a residential  school. 
Coon  Come  attended  residential  schools  in  Moose  Factory,  La  Tuque  and  Hull 
then  enrolled  at  Trent  University  to  study  political  science. 

In  the  campaign  to  become  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  Coon  Come  turned  his  attack  on  the  Assembly  itself,  saying  it  was 
too  much  a "service  provider"  for  Ottawa,  not  the  strong  aboriginal  voice 
it  should  be.  He  drew  thunderous  applause  the  day  before  the  vote  when  he 
said,  "I  want  to  be  national  chief,  but  (one)  that  lobbies  and  opens  doors 
and  facilitates.  I don't  want  to  be  a national  chief  that  competes  with 
our  chiefs  and  councils  for  programs  and  funding  dollars." 

Coon  Come  married  Maryann  Matoush.  They  have  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters. 

Coon  Come  is  an  internationalist,  a global  activist.  "If  the  government 
of  Canada  wishes  to  continue  to  stand  tall  as  a member  of  the  community  of 
nations,  (it)  will  have  to  recognize  our  right  to  share  in  the  wealth  of 
the  land,"  he  told  delegates  to  the  Assembly  the  night  before  the 
leadership  vote. 

As  the  new  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  an 
assemblage  of  the  633  First  Nations  in  Canada,  Coon  Come  will  work  with 
aboriginal  movements  around  the  world,  concentrating  on  influencing  the 
United  Nations  and  other  international  agencies  to  redress  ancient 
grievances . 
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Tribe  eyes  area  site  for  casino 
c.  Lawrence  Journal-World 


:ULY  26,  2000 

An  Oklahoma  Indian  tribe  with  Kansas  history  wants  to  build  a new  casino 
hotel,  convention  center  and  museum  near  Lawrence  Municipal  Airport.  The 
Delaware  Tribe  of  American  Indians,  based  in  Bartlesville,  Okla.,  is 
negotiating  to  buy  about  80  acres  of  farmland  near  the  airport  for  the 
project.  Chief  Dee  Ketchum  said  Tuesday. 

If  completed,  the  entertainment  complex  would  employ  as  many  as  1,800 
people  and  have  room  for  4,000  guests,  Ketchum  said.  Profits  would  be 
channeled  into  education  programs  for  the  tribe's  10,500  members  - 
including  some  400  families  in  Kansas  - and  others  in  the  region. 

"We  don't  want  to  be,  and  we're  not  going  to  be,  someone  who  comes  up 
and  does  their  economic  development  and  spends  their  money  in  Oklahoma, 
Colorado  or  New  York,"  Ketchum  said.  "We  want  to  try  to  help  make  a better 
place  to  live  in  the  state  of  Kansas." 

Still  on  the  drawing  board,  the  proposed  casino  and  conference  complex 
already  is  drawing  fire  from  would-be  neighbors,  including  a Lawrence 
Realtor  whose  two  cousins  own  the  80-acre  field  being  considered  for 
development . 

Complex  process 

"I  don't  think  that  the  casino  brings  anything  positive  to  Lawrence," 
said  Kelvin  Heck,  whose  out-of-state  cousins  have  indicated  willingness  to 
sell  the  property  now  covered  with  feed  corn  and  soybeans.  "It  doesn't 
seem  like  a logical  situation  to  me  at  all.  If  it  went  away  tonight  I'd  be 
a happy  camper."  Earlier  this  month,  Ketchum  met  with  Gov.  Bill  Graves  to 
review  the  regulatory  process  for  opening  a casino  in  Douglas  County. 
Ketchum  said  tribal  officials  first  met  with  Graves'  legal  counsel  a 
couple  of  months  ago  to  discuss  the  project. 

The  process:  The  Delaware  Tribe  first  must  acquire  land  and  have  it 
cleared  for  use  as  a gaming  center  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior, 
said  Don  Brown,  a Graves  spokesman.  Then,  Graves  could  negotiate  a compact 
for  a casino  in  Kansas.  That  compact  would  need  approval  from  the  Kansas 
Legislature . 

"It's  a long  process,"  Brown  said.  "We're  at  the  starting  point  and 
right  now  I don't  think  anyone  can  clearly  determine  where  the  finish  line 
is."  Four  tribes  with  long-established  reservations  in  Kansas  - the 
Kickapoo,  Potawatomie,  Iowa  and  Sac  & Fox  - already  have  casino  operations 
in  the  state.  Other  tribes,  including  the  Wyandotte,  have  sought  to 
develop  casinos  in  the  Kansas  City  area  and  elsewhere  but  those  plans  have 
died  or  remain  mired  in  federal  courts. 

Delaware  history 

Ketchum  doesn't  expect  his  tribe's  efforts  to  meet  the  same  fate. 

>From  1830  to  1867,  the  Delaware  tribe  lived  on  a 2-million-acre 
reservation  in  northeast  Kansas,  from  the  edge  of  Topeka  to  the  Wyandotte 
County  line.  Delaware  warriors  even  helped  run  William  Quantrill  out  of 
town  after  his  raiders'  murderous  attack  on  Lawrence  in  1863,  Ketchum  said 

"We're  looking  to  repurchase  some  of  our  old  reservation, " he  said. 

While  money  generated  by  the  project  would  not  be  subject  to  local,  state 
or  federal  taxes,  Ketchum  said,  Lawrence  and  state  governments  could 
expect  the  tribe  to  finance  social  programs  and  other  community  projects. 
He's  already  talked  to  officials  at  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 
about  starting  a scholarship  program. 

"We're  prepared  to  build  a first-class  facility  that  the  state  and  city 
would  be  very  proud  of,"  said  Ketchum,  who  received  bachelor's  and 
master's  degrees  at  Kansas  University,  where  he  was  co-captain  of  the 
men's  basketball  team  in  1961.  "It's  something  that  we  dream  about  and 
hope  it  happens." 

Feasibility  study 

The  Delawares  have  hired  the  Gillmann  Group,  a California-based  casino 
developer,  to  conduct  a feasibility  study  of  the  project.  Ketchum  expects 
it  to  be  finished  within  60  days. 

The  tribe  also  has  a Washington,  D.C. -based  law  firm  working  on  the 
details,  and  architects  putting  together  schematic  drawings  for  review. 


The  casino  would  be  more  than  blackjack,  poker,  slot  machines  and 
roulette,  Ketchum  said.  Entertainers  would  be  brought  in  from  Branson,  Mo. 
and  an  "all  tribes"  museum  would  offer  a place  for  education  and 
historical  materials. 

"Even  if  it  went  smooth,  it's  a two-year  project  at  best,  if  not  more," 
Ketchum  said.  "A  lot  of  good  things  have  to  happen  for  us  to  be  able  to  do 
that . 

"It's  still  an  uphill  battle." 
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Indian  Affairs  chief  Pecos  to  step  down  this  month 
By  MARK  HUMMELS 
c.  The  New  Mexican 
7/26/2000 

Following  two  alcohol-related  arrests  within  a year,  Regis  Pecos  will 
step  down  at  the  end  of  this  month  after  16  years  as  executive  director  of 
the  state  Office  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Commission  on  Indian  Affairs  accepted  his  resignation  Tuesday  during 
a somber  meeting  that  left  several  members  of  Pecos's  staff  wiping  tears 
from  their  eyes. 

Pecos,  46,  is  clearly  reluctant  to  leave. 

"We're  all  human  and  sometimes  we're  weak,  and  I was,  and  I regret  it," 
he  said  in  an  interview  shortly  before  the  commission  voted. 

"But  I blame  no  one  but  myself,  and  I apologize  to  the  commission," 

Pecos  continued.  "And  having  felt  that  I let  them  down,  I chose  to  give 
them  the  opportunity  to  accept  my  resignation  as  my  ultimate  statement  of 
respect  for  them." 

Commission  members  discussed  the  resignation  in  a closed-door  session 
for  more  than  an  hour  Tuesday  and  said  little  about  the  decision  afterward 

The  commission,  with  different  members  several  years  ago,  had  refused  to 
accept  a resignation  from  Pecos  that  was  submitted  in  protest  of  a state 
tax  policy  on  Indian  lands. 

Laguna  Pueblo  Gov.  Harry  Early,  a member  of  the  commission,  said 
Tuesday's  decision  to  accept  the  resignation  came  primarily  because  of 
Pecos's  May  1999  arrest  on  the  campus  of  the  Santa  Fe  Indian  School  and 
his  subsequent  court  fight  against  the  charges. 

In  April,  state  District  ludge  Stephen  Pfeffer  accepted  Pecos'  motion  to 
dismiss  charges  of  creating  a disturbance  and  resisting  arrest.  Pfeffer 
agreed  with  Pecos'  contention  that  Santa  Fe  city  police  do  not  have 
jurisdiction  on  the  Indian-owned  campus  within  the  city. 

Because  of  the  ruling,  Santa  Fe  police  will  no  longer  respond  to  calls 
on  the  campus,  although  State  Police  will  still  do  so,  officials  said. 

"I  guess  it  was  our  feeling  as  (pueblo)  governors  that  he  hid  behind 
tribal  sovereignty  as  a defense  against  the  charges,"  Early  said.  "It 
became  a real  issue  ...  because  of  the  embarrassment  to  some  pueblos." 

The  Santa  Fe  Indian  School  is  run  by  the  All  Indian  Pueblo  Council,  made 
up  of  19  New  Mexico  pueblos.  A news  release  from  the  council  praises 
Pecos's  accomplishments  but  says  "his  recent  actions  could  not  be 
tolerated  or  defended. 

"Role  models  are  important  in  the  advancement  of  Native  American  youth," 
the  release  states.  "It  is  important  for  our  youth  to  understand  that 
there  are  consequences  in  one's  actions  and  words,  and  we  laud  Mr.  Pecos 
for  acknowledging  this  by  submitting  his  resignation." 

Pecos  also  was  arrested  in  March  on  suspicion  of  drunken  driving  on 
Interstate  25  within  Santo  Domingo  Pueblo.  He  was  driving  a state-owned 
vehicle  at  the  time  of  the  arrest. 


He  has  two  previous  DWI  convictions,  from  1994. 

The  resignation  leaves  a leadership  void  in  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
which  is  charged  with  facilitating  intergovernmental  relations  and  with 
promoting  tribal  economic  development  and  social  services. 

The  office  has  a staff  of  16  and  a $3.5  million  budget,  Pecos  said. 
Another  $15  million  to  $27  million  a year  in  state  capital-outlay  spending 
for  tribal  communities  passes  through  the  office,  he  said. 

"(Pecos)  has  been  a father  to  our  family,"  said  Brian  Lee,  deputy 
director  of  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs.  "In  all  fairness,  the  leadership 
that  he  takes  with  him  is  probably  going  to  go  unmatched." 

The  commission  on  Tuesday  named  Lee  an  acting  director  and  asked  him  to 
advertise  for  a permanent  replacement  for  Pecos. 

Senate  President  Pro  Tern  Manny  Aragon,  in  an  interview  Tuesday,  praised 
Pecos  for  playing  a "significant  role"  in  improving  relations  between  the 
state  and  tribal  governments. 

"I  think  he  enjoyed  a very  positive  relationship  with  the  entire 
Legislature  as  a whole,"  Aragon  said.  "You  never  heard  any  disparaging 
remarks  about  Regis  in  the  Legislature." 

Pecos,  from  Cochiti  Pueblo,  is  a Princeton  graduate  and  a member  of 
Princeton's  board  of  trustees. 

He  promised  Tuesday  he  will  continue  "giving  back  for  the  incredible 
opportunities  that  have  been  afforded  me." 

Pecos  said  he  will  focus  his  efforts  on  his  advisory  role  for  the 
National  Indian  Institute  for  Policy,  under  development  at  the  University 
of  Arizona,  and  on  encouraging  Indian  students  to  seek  public  service 
through  two  organizations  he  founded:  the  New  Mexican  Indian  Leadership 
Institute  and  the  New  Mexico  Indian  Students  in  Public  Policy  Program. 

Pecos  listed  among  his  accomplishments  the  state's  recognition  of  tribal 
sovereignty,  the  establishment  of  tribal  eligibility  for  state  capital- 
outlay  projects  and  increased  tribal/state  cooperation  for  such  programs 
as  welfare  reform  and  Medicaid. 

"Sometimes  they  take  your  advice  and  sometimes  they  don't,  but  we  learn 
hard  lessons,  as  we  do  in  our  personal  life,"  he  said. 
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Race  conference  to  address  Indian,  non-Indian  relations 
by  Ron  Selden  for  Char-Koosta  News 

HELENA  --  Activists  from  around  the  state  will  gather  here  next  month  to 
discuss  a wide  array  of  issues  surrounding  Indian  and  non-Indian 
relations . 

The  "Montana  State  Conference  on  Race:  Partnering  Indians  and 
Non-Indians  for  Change"  event  is  sponsored  by  several  government 
agencies,  tribal  leaders,  and  various  nonprofit  organizations  in  an 
effort  to  "promote  understanding  and  ultimate  respect"  between  the  two 
cultures,  says  co  organizer  Denise  Duneau,  who  works  as  an  Indian 
affairs  specialist  with  the  state  Office  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  conference  kicks  off  at  9 a.m.  on  Aug.  8 and  concludes  at  noon  on 
Aug.  9.  Keynote  speakers  include  University  of  Montana  School  of  Law 
professor  Ray  Cross,  University  of  Washington  professor  Luana  Ross, 
author  of  the  book,  "Inventing  the  Savage,"  and  Peggy  McIntosh,  who  is 
deeply  involved  with  diversity  issues  at  Wellesley  College  in 
Massachusetts.  Panels  of  other  state  and  tribal  officials  will  also  be 
featured,  and  several  films  will  be  shown.  All  events  will  take  place  at 
the  Carroll  College  Student  Campus  Center. 

The  major  goals  of  the  gathering,  organizers  say,  are  to  "create  an 
environment  in  which  an  open,  cross-cultural  dialogue  can  occur"  and  to 


direct  focus  on  some  of  the  "unique  issues  of  race  relations  in 
Montana . " 

Already,  Duneau  says,  issues  of  sovereignty,  educational  equity, 
economic  development,  access  to  health  care,  mental  health  needs  and 
political  empowerment  for  Indians  have  heightened  profiles  in  Montana. 

"As  a result,  new  skills  and  knowledge  are  required  in  such  fields  as 
community  planning,  human  resource  management,  education,  communication 
and  conflict  resolution,"  organizers  say.  The  conference  will  include 
discussions  on  "white  privilege"  and  the  way  many  non-Indians  view 
Indians,  tribal  sovereignty  and  its  interweaving  with  state 
jurisdiction,  and  an  exploration  of  ways  in  which  more  positive 
relationships  can  be  built  between  Montana  tribes  and  the  state. 

The  conference  was  originally  to  be  sponsored  by  Gov.  Marc  Racicot's 
office,  but  a disagreement  over  the  agenda  resulted  in  the  governor 
temporarily  withholding  his  support,  says  Chief  of  Staff  Mick  Robinson. 

"We  were  concerned  with  what  we  were  signing  on  to,"  Robinson  says.  "We 
backed  off  a bit.  Now  (the  agenda)  has  come  back  to  where  we're 
comfortable  with  it." 

According  to  Robinson,  Racicot  will  speak  at  the  event.  He  says  the 
governor's  office  is  also  providing  some  funding. 

Registration  for  the  conference  is  capped  at  200  participants.  A $20 
registration  fee  includes  all  events,  as  well  as  one  lunch.  On-site 
registration  will  cost  $30.  Statewide  political  candidates  have  also 
been  invited  to  meet  with  tribal  representatives  as  part  of  the  second 
day's  activities.  For  more  details  or  to  register,  call  406/444-3013. 
Copyright  2000,  Char-Koosta  News 
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Elder  Advisor  program  builds  bridges 

By  Cheryl  Petten 

Sweetgrass  Writer 

PEIGAN  NATION 

A special  program  on  the  Peigan  reserve  has  resulted  in  better 
understanding  and  better  relations  between  the  reserve  and  the  local  RCMP. 

The  Elder  Advisor  program  began  in  1993,  with  Maurice  Little  Wolf  taking 
on  the  role  of  liaison  between  the  Peigan  Nation  RCMP  detachment,  situated 
at  Brocket  on  the  reserve,  and  the  Aboriginal  people  there. 

Little  Wolf  is  the  cultural  resource  person  for  RCMP  on  the  reserve  and 
at  the  detachment  in  nearby  Pincher  Creek.  He  keeps  the  RCMP  informed  about 
concerns  within  the  Native  community  and  arranges  meetings  between  the 
detachment  and  Elders. 

Little  Wolf  arranges  cross-cultural  courses  for  RCMP  detachments  across 
Alberta,  community  justice  workshops  across  the  West,  and  he  consults  with 
city  police  and  western  provincial  governments.  In  addition,  he  has  spoken 
about  the  Elder  advisor  program  in  the  United  States. 

Sgt.  Glenn  Miller  is  commander  of  the  Peigan  Nation  RCMP  detachment.  He 
said  that  through  the  Elder  Advisor  program  and  the  work  of  Little  Wolf, 
acceptance  of  the  RCMP  within  the  community  has  definitely  increased. 

"I  guess  that  he's  the  liaison  between  the  RCMP  and  the  people.  He's 
working  to  bring  the  two  of  them  together,  to  a better  understanding  of 
each  other,  so  we  can  work  together,  rather  than  be  adversaries,"  Sgt. 
Miller  said. 

"I've  worked  in  a lot  of  Aboriginal  communities,  and  this  is  the  first 
one  where  I've  had  something  like  this.  And  I see  a great  benefit,  because 
you  have  that  person  who  knows  the  community.  . . . He's  also  a respected 
Elder  within  the  community,  and  people  come  to  him  for  advice.  Not  only 


for  things  with  the  law,  but  all  kinds  of  advice,"  Miller  said. 

Little  Wolf  said  when  he  was  first  approached  in  1991  about  taking  on 
the  role,  he  was  a bit  hesitant. 

"It  took  me  a little  while  to  accept,  because  at  that  time,  you  know,  I 
was,  too,  affected  by  the  roles  of  the  RCMP, " Little  Wolf  said. 

"It  was  a hard  challenge.  I was  treated  like  a regular  member,  or  I was 
accused,  blamed,  sworn  on,  name  it.  There'  s times  there  I wanted  to  stay 
home  and  forget  about  it  all.  But  then  I had  my  advisors,  which  were  some 
of  the  Elders  I used  to  go  to.  And  they're  the  ones  that  really  pepped  me 
up. 

When  he  began.  Little  Wolf  explained,  he  also  had  a hard  time  accepting 
being  called  "Elder  Advisor,"  both  because,  at  age  50,  he  was  much  younger 
than  the  traditional  age  of  Elders,  and  because  he  felt  that,  rather  than 
being  an  advisor  to  the  Elders,  they  should  be  the  ones  advising  him.  He 
overcame  those  feelings  by  trying  to  play  the  role  of  the  Elders,  trying 
to  deal  with  problems  as  he  felt  the  Elders  would. 

"It  took  a lot  of  responsibility,  I guess  I had  to  fulfill.  Responsibility 
of  bringing  unity  back  to  my  community,  along  with  the  members.  And  when  I 
say  unity,  it  took  teamwork  along  with  the  RCMP  to  assist  me  in  making  my 
people  understand  that  they're  only  there  for  them,  to  keep  the  peace," 
Little  Wolf  said. 

Out  of  that  work,  he  said,  grew  the  use  of  healing  circles,  and  then 
sentencing  circles,  allowing  problems  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  community 
rather  than  before  the  courts.  The  circles  have  now  expanded  into 
community  justice  forums. 

Little  Wolf  said  98  per  cent  of  the  cases  arising  in  the  community  are 
dealt  with  there,  but  the  ultimate  goal  is  to  have  all  cases  handled 
through  community  justice  forums. 

"We're  still  working  on  that,  and  hopefully  we  can  swing  that  in.  And  once 
we  do,  we  can  say  we  have  every  case  back  home  where  we're  giving  back  the 
responsibility  back  to  the  community.  Responsibility  of  looking  after  our 
own  problems,  and  dealing  with  them,"  Little  Wolf  said. 

"I  never  really  knew  that  my  people  had  problems,  because  I used  to  see 
them  as  happy-go-lucky  people.  I used  to  meet  them.  But  behind  it,  I never 
knew  what  was  really  going  on  until  I actually  started  working  with  it," 
Little  Wolf  said. 

The  Elder  Advisor  program  is  unique  to  the  Pincher  Creek  RCMP  detachment 
and  the  Peigan  reserve,  but  Little  Wolf  would  like  to  see  that  change. 

"I'm  the  only  one  who  has  this  role  across  Canada,  and  I feel  that  other 
communities  across  Canada  should  introduce  it  to  their  community,"  Little 
Wolf  said.  "My  encouragement  is  ...  to  the  people,  whether  it's  Native 
or  non-Native  . . . they  should  grab  a hold  and  look  into  their 
communities,  knowing  there  is  problems,  and  come  out  and  help  them  resolve 
them. " 
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Is  Indian  country  in  Alaska  to  be  or  not  to  be? 

By  Brian  Stockes 

Today  staff  - Washington  Bureau 

For  nearly  three  centuries  Alaska  Natives  have  been  fighting  outside  forces 
to  retain  fundamental  rights,  from  basic  subsistence  to  political  self- 
determination  to  protecting  their  pristine  wilderness  from  encroachment. 

DUNEALI,  Alaska  - Since  initial  contact  with  the  Russians  nearly  300 
years  ago,  Alaska  Natives  have  been  fighting  to  retain  fundamental  rights. 


from  basic  subsistence  to  political  self-determination.  That  fight 
continues  to  this  day. 

Alaska  Natives  are  some  of  the  last  and  one  of  the  largest  groups  of 
America's  Indigenous  peoples  to  even  be  recognized  as  retaining  any 
collective  rights.  At  the  dawn  of  the  21st  century,  they  are  still 
fighting  with  the  state  of  Alaska  to  be  acknowledge  as  distinct 
governmental  entities  and  to  protect  their  right  to  subsistence  hunting 
and  fishing  which  they  see  as  guaranteed  through  treaty  and  federal  law. 

In  1867,  Alaska  was  purchased  from  Russia  by  the  United  States  for  $7.2 
million,  with  no  mention  of  tribal  rights.  With  only  a few  simple  trade 
outposts,  such  as  Sitka,  the  center  of  Russia  activity,  Russia  had  never 
retained  any  real  control  over  the  area  and  Alaska  Natives  never  gave  up 
their  rights  to  the  land.  These  observations  and  the  views  and  positions 
of  Native  peoples  were  never  considered  and  control  of  the  territory  would 
now  be  enforced  by  a new  sovereign  - the  United  States. 

While  the  history  of  Russian  occupation  and  atrocities  in  Alaska  has 
been  extensively  documented,  their  goals  within  the  area  were  merely 
related  to  the  control  of  the  fur  trade  and  whaling,  with  little  effort 
put  toward  colonization. 

Once  the  United  States  gained  its  perceived  right  to  control  Alaska,  its 
activities  not  only  included  military  occupation,  whaling  and  trade  in 
furs,  but  the  added  greed,  violence  and  population  influx  associated  with 
the  discovery  of  gold.  With  the  gold  rush  also  came  settlement  and  with 
settlement  came  the  forces  of  assimilation  through  Christianity, 
subversion  of  Native  languages  and  cultures,  and  the  taking  of  Native 
lands . 

By  the  early  part  of  the  20th  century,  the  U.S.  government  had  fully 
committed  itself  to  the  Alaskan  territory,  as  it  had  in  the  lower  48 
states . 

Although  the  territory  of  Alaska  would  not  become  a state  until  1959, 
federal  Indian  policy  imposed  on  tribes  in  the  south  would  be  imposed  on 
Alaska's  Native  people,  even  before  statehood.  Following  passage  of  the 
Indian  Reorganization  Act  in  1934,  the  U.S.  government  began  to  impose 
non-traditional  forms  of  government  - a "tribal  council  system"  - over 
traditional  forms  of  government  practiced  for  centuries  by  villages 
throughout  the  Alaskan  territory.  Prior  to  this,  traditional  councils  ran 
the  affairs  of  most  tribes  and  villages  and  the  land.  With  the  new  tribal 
council  system  and  its  structure  similar  to  municipal  governments,  new 
political  divisions  were  created  and  old  methods  of  resolution  were  lost, 
leading  many  times  into  a breakdown  of  the  community's  core.  While  laws 
like  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  would  have  a profound  impact  on  the 
lives  of  Alaska  Natives,  it  was  the  passage  of  the  Alaska  Native  Claims 
Settlement  Act,  or  ANCSA,  in  1971,  that  would  have  the  greatest  effect  on 
the  future  of  Alaska  Natives.  Under  ANCSA,  tribes  and  villages  in  Alaska 
were  divided  into  13  regional  and  a variety  of  smaller  village 
corporations  established  under  Alaskan  rather  than  federal  charters.  The 
act  required  these  corporations  to  be  formed  "without  establishing  any 
racially  defined  institutions,  rights,  privileges,  or  obligations,  without 
creating  a reservation  system  or  lengthy  wardship  or  trusteeship,  and 
without  adding  to  the  categories  of  property  and  institutions  engaged  in 
tax  privileges." 

In  short,  Alaska's  tribes  and  villages  were  dissolved  by  Congress  and 
their  "assets",  approximately  44  million  acres  of  property,  including 
timber  and  oil,  were  converted  into  federal  "domestic  assets."  Despite 
partial  amendment  of  the  act  in  the  late  1980s  and  passage  of  the  Alaska 
National  Interest  Lands  Conservation  Act,  the  original  legal  structure 
imposed  on  Native  Alaskans  by  ANCSA  remains. 

In  1998,  the  tribes  and  villages  of  Alaska  were  dealt  another  serious 
blow  to  the  recognition  of  tribal  sovereignty  when  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
ruled  that  "Indian  Country"  did  not  exist  in  Alaska.  The  decision  followed 
an  appeal  by  the  state  of  Alaska  to  a earlier  decision  by  a lower  court 
that  "Indian  Country"  did  exist  in  Alaska.  The  case  dated  back  to  1986, 
when  the  Village  of  Venetie  sought  to  assess  taxes  on  a state-funded 
school  contractor,  claiming  that  the  village  constituted  "Indian  Country" 
under  federal  law.  Under  federal  law  and  the  term  "Indian  Country,"  tribes 


have  broad  authority  over  matters  of  taxation  and  regulation,  while  states 
are  precluded  from  exercising  such  power  on  Indian  lands.  The  state 
challenged  that  claim  in  federal  court  where  it  was  argued  before  the  9th 
Circuit,  which  found  in  Venetie's  favor. 

In  its  appeal  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  the  state  argued  that  the  9th 
Circuit  Court  was  wrong  in  its  interpretation  that  ANCSA  land  qualifies  as 
Indian  Country.  In  its  brief,  the  state  argued  that  "Alaska  has  been 
governed  on  the  basic  jurisdictional  premise,  reflecting  the  unique 
history  of  the  land  and  its  Natives,  that  there  is  no  Indian  Country  in 
Alaska . " 

It  further  stated  that  "the  Ninth  Circuit  disregarded  the  clear  intent 
of  Congress  that  ANCSA  land  not  be  Indian  Country;  indeed  the 
transformation  of  ANCSA  land  into  Indian  Country  is  antithetical  to  what 
settlement  was  all  about." 

The  Village  of  Venetie,  represented  by  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund, 
argued  that  Venetie's  one  million  acres  held  by  the  tribe  in  fee  simple 
and  occupied  almost  extensively  by  tribal  members  is  a dependent  Indian 
community  over  which  the  tribe  has  jurisdiction  and  that  ANCSA  did  not 
extinguish  the  Indian  Country  status  of  Alaska  Native  villages. 

Venetie  also  argued  that  the  court  must  apply  the  "Indian  Cannon  of 
Construction,"  a legal  finding  that  statutes  passed  for  the  benefit  of 
Indians  (including  ANCSA)  must  be  liberally  construed  in  favor  of  Indians, 
and  that  congressional  intent  to  extinguish  Indian  Country  must  be 
reflected  by  "clear  and  plain"  language. 

While  the  9th  Circuit  agreed  with  Venetie,  the  Supreme  Court  agreed  with 
the  state  and  held  that  the  Village  of  Venetie's  land  holdings  satisfied 
none  of  the  requirements  necessary  for  the  land  to  be  considered  Indian 
Country.  The  High  Court  also  went  on  to  find  that  Venetie  was  neither  a 
"federal  set-aside"  nor  was  it  under  federal  superintendence. 

Since  this  decision,  tribes  in  Alaska  have  struggled  with  state  and 
federal  agencies  over  interpretations  of  the  court's  findings  and  its 
application  in  Alaska  tribal  policy. 

"In  Alaska  the  state  is  continuously  taking  the  tribes  to  court  to 
further  erode  the  sovereign  powers  of  Native  tribal  governments,"  said 
Edward  Thomas,  president  of  the  Central  Council  of  Tlingit  and  Haida.  "I 
think  the  dominant  society  already  understands  the  need  for  our  distinct 
rights,  it's  just  the  political  powers  that  be  that  continue  to  create 
problems . " 

These  battles  over  the  status  of  tribes  in  Alaska  have  leaked  down  to 
the  most  basic  of  rights:  subsistence  and  the  right  to  hunt  and  fish.  A 
case  filed  almost  10  years  ago  involving  an  Athabascan  woman  named  Katie 
John  is  still  being  argued.  She  is  suing  the  U.S  government  under  the 
Alaska  National  Interest  Lands  Conservation  Act  for  not  protecting  her 
fishing  rights  which  she  feels  are  being  violated  by  the  state. 

Under  ANILCA,  Native  subsistence  users  like  Katie  John  are  allowed 
recourse  in  federal  court  if  ANILCA' s subsistence  protections  are  not 
being  enforced  by  federal  agencies.  The  state,  through  the  Alaska  State 
Supreme  Court,  claims  that  although  it  is  required  to  protect  subsistence 
rights  on  Alaska's  federal  public  lands  under  ANILCA,  the  Alaska  State 
Constitution  says  the  state's  resources  are  for  the  common  use  of  "all 
citizens"  of  the  state.  Native  or  non-Native.  Therefore,  a law  that 
requires  subsistence  uses  to  have  priority  over  other  uses  violates  the 
"common  use"  clause  of  the  Constitution. 

"One  of  the  most  critical  issues  facing  us  right  now  is  subsistence,  a 
right  which  must  be  protected  forever,"  said  Mike  Williams,  chairman  of 
the  Alaska  Inter-Tribal  Council.  "When  the  federal  government  came  up  with 
ANCSA  and  ANILCA,  it  was  promised  that  our  rights  would  be  upheld  and 
protected  by  the  state  and  the  federal  government." 

Through  cases  like  Venetie  and  Katie  Dohn,  as  well  as  legislative 
attempts  by  the  state  and  some  in  the  U.S.  Congress,  tribes  in  Alaska  have 
come  to  find  that  efforts  to  diminish  their  sovereign  rights  appear  to 
have  no  end.  For  many  tribal  leaders  here,  they  see  those  in  power 
tirelessly  working  to  subject  tribal  governments  in  Alaska  to  the 
authority  of  the  state,  an  effort  they  vow  to  fight  until  they  win. 

"The  relationship  between  the  state  of  Alaska  and  the  tribes  has  been 


very  negative  oven  the  years  since  the  state  has  failed  to  recognize  that 
tribes  even  exist  in  Alaska/'  Williams  said.  "In  the  future  I see  the 
tribes  in  Alaska  controlling  their  own  members,  managing  their  own 
services,  running  their  own  fish  and  game,  having  their  land  in  trust,  and 
having  a government-to-government  relationship  with  the  state  and  the 
federal  government." 

Brian  Stockes  reports  from  Washington,  D.C.  He  can  be  reached  at 
(202)  783-2012.  Email  bstockes@earthlink.net. 
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Indians'  Languages  Near  Extinction 
By  Mark  Shaffer 
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7/27/2000 

CAMP  VERDE,  Ariz.  (AP)  _ There  are  only  a dozen  speakers  of  the  language 
left  _ and  only  one  person  under  18  learning  it  _ but  Lorraine  Sanchez 
isn't  about  to  give  up  on  the  local  dialect  of  Yavapai,  once  the  dominant 
language  of  the  Verde  Valley. 

Sanchez  leans  forward  in  her  wheelchair,  listening  intently,  as  the 
weekly  Yavapai  language  class  of  the  Camp  Verde  Yavapai-Apache  Nation 
begins.  The  subject  this  night,  in  a language  no  child  has  spoken  in  the 
home  since  Harry  Truman  was  president,  is  the  Yavapai  words  for  the  trees 
of  the  valley.  Sanchez  reflects  back  to  the  long-ago  words  of  her  parents 
and  grandparents . 

Ahnahla  _ mesquite,  she  says,  as  14  other  mainly  elderly  people  write 
what  they  hear  phonetically.  Ah  dtas  sah  _ sycamore.  She  repeats  the  word 
forcefully  three  times  for  a woman  who  has  trouble  pronouncing  the  'dt' 
sound.  Ah  yohh  _ willow,  she  intones. 

After  class,  Sanchez  acknowledged  the  hardships  of  trying  to  save  a 
dying  language,  one  of  several  Native  American  dialects  in  the  state  on 
the  verge  of  extinction.  She  had  volunteered  to  be  an  apprentice  to  the 
young.  Only  two  local  teenagers  had  been  willing  to  learn.  One  dropped  out 
after  a few  weeks.  The  one  who  remained  wasn't  even  Yavapai. 

That  situation  is  hardly  unusual  in  a society  increasingly  dominated  by 
English  and  Spanish  where,  short  of  an  influx  of  money  and  language 
immersion  for  young  tribal  members,  only  about  20  of  the  155  Native 
American  languages  in  the  United  States  are  expected  to  survive  this 
century. 

Linguists  say  the  situation  is  grim  in  Arizona. 

Consider : 

Of  the  state's  21  federally  recognized  tribes,  nearly  half  have  50  or 
fewer  tribal  members  who  can  speak  their  native  language.  The  number  of 
tribal  councils  conducting  meetings  in  English  has  increased  dramatically 
in  recent  years. 

Even  isolated,  growing  tribes  such  as  the  Navajos,  who  make  up  nearly 
half  of  the  Native  American  language  speakers  in  this  country,  face  a 
language  crisis.  Bilingual  educators  on  the  nation's  largest  reservation 
say  the  number  of  fluent  speakers  of  the  language  is  half  what  it  was  a 
decade  ago.  Meanwhile,  the  number  of  Navajo  children  speaking  only  English 
nearly  tripled  to  almost  30  percent  from  1980  to  1990,  and  educators  say 
that  trend  has  accelerated  during  the  past  decade. 

Although  an  anti-bilingual  education  measure  being  pushed  for  the  Nov. 
ballot  has  targeted  Spanish  speakers.  Native  American  educators  say  that 
if  such  a law  passes,  it  could  end  efforts  to  instruct  tribal  languages  on 
the  reservations. 

Despite  congressional  measures  in  the  early  1990s  that  pay  lip  service 
to  preserving  Native  American  languages,  funding  has  been  limited  and  the 


competition  for  the  language-instruction  dollar  has  been  intense. 

The  only  hope  for  the  trend  to  be  reversed  is  youngsters  in  preschool 
programs  being  immersed  in  the  tribal  languages  by  elders  who  speak  the 
ancient  tongues,  said  Elizabeth  Brandt,  an  Arizona  State  University 
anthropologist  who  has  worked  extensively  with  the  Apache  tribes. 

"It's  going  to  take  an  extraordinary  grass-roots  effort  now  to  turn  this 
around,"  Brandt  said,  adding  that  tribes  need  to  think  seriously  about 
adopting  the  Hawaiian  model  of  required  immersion  programs  for  young 
people  to  learn  the  language  and  culture.  Many  tribes  have  been  in  denial, 
Brandt  said,  hiding  behind  a false  sense  of  security  based  on  such  reports 
as  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  1990  Native  American  study.  The  study,  among 
other  things,  reported  that  there  are  nearly  150,000  Navajo  speakers  in 
Arizona,  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  and  almost  13,000  Apache  speakers  and  12,000 
speakers  of  the  Tohono  O'odham/Pima  languages  in  Arizona. 

Those  numbers  were  arrived  at  by  asking  Native  American  census 
participants  only  if  the  person  speaks  a language  at  home  other  than 
English . 

The  truth  of  the  matter,  Brandt  and  other  experts  in  the  field  say,  is 
that  there's  probably  only  about  one-quarter  to  one-third  that  number  who 
actually  are  fluent  speakers.  And  an  overwhelming  number  of  them  are  old 
enough  to  qualify  for  Social  Security  benefits  now. 

"I  had  a colleague  who  did  a language  survey  in  the  Gilson  Wash  district 
of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Reservation,"  Brandt  said.  "He  didn't  find  one 
speaker  of  the  language  under  age  18." 

That  tracks  with  what  Irene  Silentman,  a bilingual  specialist  for  the 
Navajo  Department  of  Education  in  Window  Rock,  has  observed. 

"There  has  been  a shocking  decline  in  people  speaking  our  language, 
especially  in  the  Arizona  part  of  the  reservation,"  Silentman  said.  "On 
top  of  that,  we  only  have  one  school  district  in  the  entire  Navajo  Nation 
with  immersion  and  that  only  involves  about  200  students.  I wonder  how 
effective  even  that  is,  though,  because  I've  walked  through  the  aisles  of 
those  classes  and  never  heard  any  of  the  students  interact  in  Navajo." 

The  current  malaise  in  Native  American  languages  is  the  result  of  long- 
standing federal  policy  to  eliminate  them,  something  that  has  worked  all 
too  well,  said  Ion  Reyhner,  a bilingual  specialist  at  Northern  Arizona 
University  in  Flagstaff. 

After  the  U.S.  government  herded  Indians  onto  reservations  in  the  1800s, 
the  focus  turned  to  eliminating  the  native  languages.  One  of  the  favored 
tactics  in  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  boarding  schools,  even  up  to  the  1950s, 
was  washing  out  students'  mouths  with  soap  if  they  spoke  their  languages 
at  the  schools. 

That  left  deep  psychological  scars  among  generations  of  people  that 
carry  over  to  this  day.  Coupled  with  the  accessibility  of  mass 
communications  to  even  the  most  remote  corners  of  all  reservations,  the 
indigenous  languages  have  declined. 

"If  nothing  has  happened  with  the  children  on  their  native  language 
front  by  the  time  they  are  10,  you've  lost  the  battle  because  peer 
pressure  kicks  in  then  and  that's  where  English  becomes  all  pervasive," 
Reyhner  said. 
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RIVERTON,  Wyo.  (AP)  - Sponsors  of  a Shoshone  sundance  have  said  Grand 
Teton  National  Park  officials  broke  their  own  rules  by  denying  a 
request  to  allow  the  religious  ceremony  in  the  park. 

Meanwhile,  Bridger-Teton  National  Forest  officials  have  approved  the 
Aug.  17-21  event  in  a meadow  just  east  of  the  park,  about  five  miles 
south  of  Moran  function. 


No  sundance  has  been  held  in  the  park  since  the  Eastern  Shoshone 
tribe  was  confined  to  the  Wind  River  Indian  Reservation  under  the 
Fort  Bridger  Treaty  of  Duly  3,  1868. 

In  rejecting  the  request  last  month.  Grand  Teton  Superintendent  Dack 
Neckels  cited  environmental  damage  that  could  result  from  the  500 
participants  along  with  the  need  for  the  park  to  construct  a road  and 
allow  trees  to  be  chopped  down. 

But  harvesting  trees  is  not  against  the  mission  of  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service,  which  granted  sponsors  Dohn  Tarness  and  Bennie  LeBeau 
approval . 

Bridger-Teton  National  Forest  archaeologist  Damie  Schoen  said  the 
special  use  permit  will  allow  camping  at  the  site  for  the  duration  of 
the  ceremony  as  well  as  permission  to  gather  and  cut  trees  to 
construct  the  sundance  lodge  and  collect  medicinal  plants. 

The  Park  Service,  LeBeau  said,  was  wrong  to  ask  that  he  and  Tarness 
first  gain  approval  from  the  Eastern  Shoshone  Business  Council. 

"Using  regulations,  they  are  denying  us  our  treaty  rights,  and  they 
are  also  violating  the  Religious  Freedom  Act,"  LeBeau  said.  "They've 
broken  their  own  rules  and  regulations,  and  we've  been  trying  to  deal 
with  that,  but  they  don't  want  to  sit  down  and  talk  about  it  with  us. 
"They'd  rather  talk  to  the  Business  Council,  but  the  council  has  no 
jurisdiction  in  religious  matters." 

LeBeau  also  said  park  officials  are  denying  access  to  park  records  of 
sacred  American  Indian  sites  in  Grand  Teton  National  Park. 

"They've  found  and  recorded  all  these  sites  over  the  years, 
documentation  that  our  ancestors  were  there,  including  burial  sites, 
but  they  don't  want  us  to  see  them,"  LeBeau  said.  "I  was  told  the  NPS 
only  grants  access  to  those  records  to  anthropologists  or 
archaeologists . " 

Despite  LeBeau ' s objections,  the  Office  of  American  Indian  Trust 
Responsibility  within  the  Park  Service's  Intermountain  Region  Office 
in  Denver  has  agreed  on  the  issue  of  limiting  access  to  the  records. 

"We  find  that  Grand  Teton  and  Yellowstone's  actions  are  consistent 
with  the  National  Park  Service  practice  of  protecting  the  information 
held  in  the  park's  cultural  resources  inventory,"  the  office's 
Barbara  A.  Sutteer  wrote. 

Despite  the  park's  rejection  of  the  sundance,  Neckels  wrote,  "We 
remain  supportive  of  other  ceremonies  such  as  sweats  and  sings  that 
have  been  accommodated  within  the  park's  existing  developed  areas 
such  as  group  sites." 
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The  wind  is  whispering  through  the  walnut  trees  while  the  brilliant 
mesquite  branches  paint  Montosa  Canyon  verdant.  The  setting  sun 
illuminates  rebirth.  Voices  of  the  ancient  Hohokam  are  present.  Laughter 
is  shared  and  the  vibrations  of  harmony  emanate.  This  group  has  just 
finished  a traditional  Navajo  Spiritual  Purification  Ceremony  in  the  Santa 
Rita  Mountains,  35  miles  south  of  Tucson,  Arizona.  The  feast  continues  and 
everyone  verbalizes  the  same  feeling;  "it  was  a good  sweat."  Those  present 
wonder  if  they  will  be  able  continue  this  ceremony  here  in  the  days  to 
come. 


This  site  is  being  endangered  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute.  A multi- 
million dollar  telescope  project  is  proposed  being  built  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Sweat  Lodge  and  Talking  Circle  area  in  the  luminous 
Montosa  Canyon.  The  VERITAS  Project  (Very  Energetic  Radiation  Imaging 
Telescope  Array  System)  as  validated  in  the  Smithsonian  Public  Information 
handout,  " will  consist  of  eight  telescopes,  each  of  34-  foot-  aperture. 
Six  telescopes  will  be  situated  at  the  corners  of  a hexagon,  measuring  280 
feet  on  a side,  with  two  telescopes  at  the  center."  This  facility  will 
investigate  the  most  powerful  force  in  the  universe-gamma  rays.  These 
gamma  rays  can  be  detected  through  telescopes  as  they  set  off  flashes  of 
light  upon  entering  the  atmosphere.  This  phenomenon  is  called  Cerenkov 
radiation.  This  location  was  chosen  because  city  lights  are  shielded  by 
the  canyon  walls.  There  is  an  international  collaboration  responsible  for 
dreaming  up  this  inception.  Some  of  the  supporters  include  the  Harvard- 
Smithsonian  Center  of  Astrophysics,  Purdue  University,  University  College, 
Dublin,  Ireland;  Boston  University,  Iowa  State  University,  Northwestern 
University,  etc. 

The  main  obstacle  to  the  building  of  this  structure  comes  from  a non- 
profit organization  called  "To  All  Our  Relations"  (T.A.O.R.).  This 
organization  has  been  "created  exclusively  for  charitable  and  education 
purposes  to  facilitate  links  between  indigenous  peoples  and  the  earth,"  as 
stated  in  its  bylaws.  "It  documents  cultural  and  artistic  expression  of 
indigenous  people  with  respect  and  honor."  One  of  their  activities  is  to 
conduct  traditional  ceremony  on  a "Sacred  Site"  leased  to  this 
organization  by  the  United  States  Forest  Service,  unique  of  all  of  the 
United  States. 

The  President  of  T.A.O.R.,  Cayce  Boone  (Navajo)  negotiated  this  unique 
lease  with  the  Forest  Service.  Boone  said  his  grandfather,  Navajo  medicine 
man  Dan  Chee,  told  him  to  build  the  sweat  lodge  is  Montosa  Canyon  in  1987 
after  having  a ceremony  there.  Chee  had  a vision  about  how  the  old  ways 
could  be  preserved.  Boone's  purpose  is  to  have  people  "connect  with  their 
inner  selves  and  the  mother  earth".  Boone  believes  the  forces  of  harmony 
will  be  disrupted  by  the  energy  flow  throughout  the  area  and  actually 
create  negative  force  there.  The  sweats.  Native  American  Church, 
traditional  weddings  and  other  indigenous  ceremonies  conducted  at  this 
"Sacred  Site"  have  helped  many  individuals.  The  group  encourages  young 
people  who  are  at  risk  to  gang  affiliations  to  come  to  this  area  pray  in 
the  traditional  way.  Native  Americans  who  live  in  urban  areas  are  often 
far  away  from  their  roots  without  any  place  to  practice  their  religion. 

The  concrete  jungle  in  the  urban  setting  offers  little  opportunity  to  link 
with  the  natural  world.  This  location  provides  them  with  an  opportunity  to 
connect  with  the  universe  in  a traditional  way.  Tribal  representatives 
from  Canada,  United  States,  Mexico  and  Central  America  have  shared  many 
prayers  at  this  site. 

Section  iii  of  the  "American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act"  as  amended  in 
1978  states:  "Sacred  site  means  any  specific  discrete,  narrowly  delineated 
location  on  Federal  land  that  is  identified  by  an  Indian  Tribe  or  Indian 
individual  determined  to  be  an  appropriately  authoritative  representative 
of  an  Indian  religion,  as  sacred  by  virtue  of  its  significance  to,  or 
ceremonial  use  by  An  Indian  religion;  provided  that  the  Tribe  or 
appropriately  authoritative  representative  of  an  Indian  Religion  has 
informed  the  agency  of  the  existence  of  such  a site."  T.A.O.R.  believes 
the  VERITAS  Project  impinges  upon  the  right  of  Native  Americans  to 
practice  their  religion  at  a sacred  site. 

The  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  and  the  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe  of  Arizona  are 
supporting  T.A.O.R.  in  its  fight.  The  Nation  says  this  is  a cultural  site 
of  their  ancestors,  the  Flohokam.  Their  name  for  this  area  is  "U:gh  Do'ag." 
Furthermore,  there  is  Flohokam  archaeological  evidence  in  close  proximity 
to  this  area  to  support  this  cultural  connection..  "To  All  Our  Relations" 
is  seeking  support  from  the  Navajo  Nation,  the  Ak  Chin  Reservation,  the 
Gila  River  Reservation  and  the  Salt  River  Reservation. 

President  Clinton  states  (61  Fr  26,777  protect)  in  an  executive  order  on 
May  26,  1996,  directing  Federal  Agencies  to  "accommodate  access  to  and 
ceremonial  use  of  Indian  sacred  sites  by  Indian  religious  practitioners" 
on  Federal  land.  The  order  goes  on  to  "avoid  adversely  affecting  the 


physical  integrity  of  such  sacred  sites." 

Since  the  Smithsonian  is  building  a National  Museum  in  Washington  to 
honor  the  culture  and  art  of  the  first  Americans  is  seems  rather 
contradictory  to  negatively  impact  a small  site  which  Native  People 
practice  their  spirituality.  Are  their  no  other  locations  for  this  Gamma- 
Ray  Telescope? 

Letters  of  support  are  welcome.  "To  All  Our  Relations"  is  located  on  the 
New  Pascua  Reservation,  4841  W.  Calle  Vicam,  Tucson  85746-9495. 
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First  Nations  want  fish  out 
By  David  Wiwchar 
Windspeaker  Contributor 
ALERT  BAY,  B.C. 

Tensions  are  on  the  rise  between  British  Columbia  First  Nations  and 
coastal  fish  farms,  despite  the  provincial  government's  new  process  to 
relocate  aquaculture  operations  away  from  sensitive  areas. 

The  newly  established  Salmon  Aquaculture  Review  Committee  (SARC) 
recently  announced  that  11  Vancouver  Island  fish  farms  would  be 
relocated  because  of  environmental  concerns,  but  with  more  than  120 
tenure  sites  in  the  province,  many  First  Nations  are  saying  the  process 
isn't  moving  fast  enough.  And  while  many  First  Nations  spent  National 
Aboriginal  Day  celebrating  their  cultures  and  languages,  the  Musgamagw 
Tsawataineuk  Tribal  Council  spent  Dune  21  rallying  community  members 
from  throughout  northern  Vancouver  Island  to  serve  a symbolic  eviction 
notice  to  fish  farms  operating  in  their  traditional  territory. 

A flotilla  of  boats  led  by  five  war  canoes  gathered  at  the  edge  of  the 
Broughton  Archipelago,  a previously  pristine  group  of  islands  that  is 
both  a provincial  marine  park  and  home  to  26  fish  farms. 

"This  protest  is  our  way  of  saying  'we've  tried  everything  else  - enough 
is  enough,'"  said  Yvon  Gesinghaus  of  the  Musgamagw  Tsawataineuk  Tribal 
Council.  "They  can  take  their  friggin'  fish  farms  and  put  them  somewhere 
else. " 

"We've  spent  14  years  going  through  all  the  government  processes  to 
file  objections  to  these  fish  farms  in  our  territories  and  have  yet  to 
receive  any  response  from  the  ministers  in  charge,"  said  Gesinghaus. 

"The  Broughton  Archipelago  is  our  grocery  store;  it's  where  all  our 
foods  come  from.  These  fish  farms  are  polluting  our  waters  by  breaking 
their  own  restrictions  because  they've  been  left  to  police  themselves." 

Duncan  Williams  from  the  British  Columbia  Assets  and  Lands  Corporation 
claims  Musgamagw  Tsawataineuk' s concerns  are  being  addressed  with  the 
recent  relocation  of  the  Marine  Harvest  Canada  / Nutreco  fish  farm  from 
the  Broughton  Archipelago.  It  will  be  moving  north  near  the  mainland 
community  of  Klemtu  in  a joint  venture  with  the  Kitasoo  First  Nation. 

A few  coastal  First  Nations  have  become  involved  in  British  Columbia's 
burgeoning  salmon  farming  industry,  which  is  the  fourth-largest  in  the 
world,  generating  more  than  $677  million  for  the  province's  economy.  But 
most  First  Nations  have  said  they  are  against  fish  farms  within  their 
traditional  territories. 

Two  years  ago,  the  Tsouke  First  Nation  attempted  to  evict  a fish  farm 
from  its  traditional  territory.  Now,  the  SARC  has  approved  an 
application  to  allow  that  fish  farm  to  move  to  Clayoquot  Sound,  where 
fish  farmers  have  also  found  themselves  in  conflict  with  the  Ahousaht 
and  Tla-o-qui-aht  First  Nations. 

Representatives  from  the  B.C.  Salmon  Farmers  Association  have  been 


attempting  to  quell  the  many  concerns  of  coastal  First  Nations, 
admitting  that  fish  farms  have  not  been  "good  neighbors"  in  the  past, 
but  are  working  to  remedy  past  problems. 

The  main  concerns  against  fish  farms  are  the  effects  of  escaped  Atlantic 
salmon  on  the  already  beleaguered  wild  salmon  populations,  and  the 
build-up  of  waste  materials  beneath  the  net  pens. 

"I  don't  know  how  fish  farmers  can  expect  us  to  believe  them,"  said 
Richard  Watts,  southern  region  co-chair  for  the  Nuu-chah-nulth  Tribal 
Council.  "First  they  said  their  fish  could  never  escape,  and  now  we  know 
they  do.  Then  they  said  their  fish  couldn't  survive  in  the  wild,  and  now 
we  know  they  can.  Then  they  said  their  fish  wouldn't  be  able  to 
reproduce  in  the  wild,  and  now  we're  finding  out  that  they  can  do  that 
too . " 

Fish  farmers  have  also  shunned  the  idea  of  closed-containment  systems, 
arguing  the  technology  is  too  expensive  and  collapses  when  there  is  a 
power  outage. 

"The  capital  cost  is  higher,  but  it  is  offset  by  other  benefits  such 
as  protection  from  predators  and  hazardous  algal  blooms,  as  well  as 
providing  better  feed  conversion,"  said  Phil  Andrew,  the  director  of 
sales  and  marketing  for  FutureSea  Technologies  in  Nanaimo,  B.C.  "And  as 
far  as  power  outages  are  concerned,  there  are  number  of  backup  systems 
that  prevent  the  problems  associated  with  power  losses,"  he  said. 
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Ancient  Rite:  Peyote  Ritual  Stirs  Trouble  in  Utah 

Nick  Stark  sits  near  his  tepee  where  he  practices  peyote  rituals. 

(RyanGalbraith/The  Salt  Lake  Tribune) 

BY  KEVIN  CANTERA  and  FRANK  CURRERI 
THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

At  the  state  crime  lab  in  Taylorsville,  3,500  peyote  buttons  rest  inside  a 
metal  vault. 

Nick  Stark,  a medicine  man  in  the  Oklevueha  Earth  Walks  chapter  of  the 
Native  American  Church  in  Benjamin,  owned  the  buttons  before  police 
confiscated  them  Duly  8.  Claiming  he  is  entitled  to  use  and  share  the 
hallucinogenic  plant  as  an  American  Indian  spiritual  leader,  he  wants  them 
returned . 

Weber  County  police  and  prosecutors,  investigating  Stark  for  possible 
drug  distribution  charges,  say  they  would  destroy  the  peyote  if  a court  rules 
Stark  had  them  illegally. 

However,  leaders  of  the  A Shii-Be-To  chapter  of  the  Native  American 
Church  (NAC),  based  in  Salt  Lake  City,  dismiss  Stark  as  an  imposter  and  decry 
the  idea  of  destroying  the  peyote,  which  is  eaten  and  used  to  brew  a tea 
during  religious  ceremonies. 

They  want  the  buttons. 

"We  do  not  want  anything  to  happen  to  the  peyote,"  said  President  Dohnny 
Blackhorse.  "It  is  so  sacred,  so  precious  to  us.  We  call  it  'Mother  Peyote' 
because  that  is  how  we  feel  about  it.  If  somebody  damages  it,  it  would  be 
like  somebody  hurting  your  mother." 

Blackhorse  contends  the  10  pounds  of  peyote  should  be  given  to  "a  real 
church.  ...  It  should  never  be  given  back  to  [Stark]." 

For  thousands  of  years,  American  Indians  have  considered  peyote  --  a 
hallucinogenic  cactus  that  grows  in  the  limestone  soils  of  the  Chihuahuan 
desert  in  southern  Texas  and  northern  Mexico  --  integral  to  traditional 
religious  ceremonies. 

Such  ceremonial  usage  is  protected.  Under  federal  law,  use  of  peyote 
during  "bona  fide"  ceremonies  in  "traditional"  American  Indian  religions  is 
lawful . 


But  the  tug-of-war  over  Stark's  buttons  highlights  the  difficulty  law 
enforcement  faces  in  interpreting  just  whose  religion  is  sufficiently 
"traditional"  or  "real"  to  enjoy  protection  from  prosecution  for  using  peyote 
during  worship. 

Ronald  Garet,  a professor  of  law  and  religion  at  the  University  of 
Southern  California,  says  such  an  analysis  raises  serious  questions  about 
potential  violations  of  Americans'  freedom  of  religion. 

"If  originality  or  purity  is  the  test"  of  a religion's  validity,  Garet 
said,  "then  many  religions  will  fail." 

Asking  a judge  to  determine  the  correctness  of  a church's  religious 
practices  would  probably  be  unconstitutional,  he  added.  "Once  a court  is 
asked  to  adjudicate  . . .it's  put  into  a position  where  it  might  run  afoul 
of  the  First  Amendment,"  Garet  said. 

Federal  Drug  Enforcement  Administration  regulations  state  only  that 
peyote  use  is  legal  in  ceremonies  conducted  by  Native  American  Church  members. 

"The  federal  law  is  fairly  clear  it  is  restricted  to  the  members  of  the 
Native  American  Church,  but  the  gray  area  has  been:  Who  is  the  NAC  and  how  do 
you  become  a member?"  said  Don  Mendrala,  DEA  spokesman  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

"The  law  clearly  doesn't  cover  that." 

Squabbling  Chapters:  The  rift  between  Blackhorse's  church  in  Salt  Lake 
City  and  Stark's  church  in  Benjamin,  which  is  led  by  president  lames  "Flaming 
Eagle"  Mooney,  was  sparked  by  debate  over  traditional  American  Indian 
religious  practices. 

The  A Shii-Be-To  chapter  is  part  of  the  Native  American  Church  of  North 
America.  Blackhorse,  who  is  DinZ,  or  Navajo,  estimates  his  church  has  60 
members,  many  of  whom  come  from  American  Indian  reservations  to  find 
temporary  work  and  are  seeking  a place  to  worship  while  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Two  years  ago,  Mooney  was  a vice  president  in  the  A Shii-Be-To  church. 

But  he  resigned  after  its  leaders  protested  that  his  newly  formed  Oklevueha 
Earth  Walks  church  had  abused  tradition  and  flouted  national  bylaws  of  the 
NAC  of  North  America  by  including  non-Indians  in  peyote  ceremonies,  and  by 
charging  admittance. 

"We  do  not  say  that  [non-Indians]  could  not  benefit  from  the  medicine 
[peyote],"  Blackhorse  said.  "Anybody  can  benefit  spiritually  from  it,  but  we 
have  to  stay  within  the  law.  The  law  forbids  it." 

Almost  all  of  the  more  than  90  churches  that  claim  to  be  Native  American 
churches  in  the  U.S.  are  comprised  of  members  with  American  Indian  ancestry, 
said  lerry  Patchen,  a Flouston-based  attorney  regarded  as  an  expert  on  peyote 
laws . 

"I'd  say  over  95  percent  of  the  members  are  Native  American,"  Patchen 
said . 

And  accepting  money  in  any  form  for  peyote  ceremonies  is  "never,  never, 
never"  done  by  authentic  Native  American  Church  chapters,  Patchen  said.  "That 
is  absolutely  outrageous  and  violates  sacred  principles  of  the  Native 
American  Church,"  he  said.  "I  cannot  imagine  a bona  fide  Native  American 
Church  charging  anyone  for  anything." 

Mooney's  view  of  who  can  participate  in  peyote  ceremonies  is  dramatically 
less  exclusive.  Mooney,  who  traces  his  ancestry  to  a Seminole  tribe  in 
Florida,  has  said  his  4-year-old  church  has  about  3,000  members,  the  majority 
of  whom  are  white. 

Although  he  declined  comment  for  this  story,  he  explained  his  beliefs 
under  oath  in  February  1999.  Mooney  is  suing  Utah  Department  of  Corrections 
officials  over  his  1997  termination  from  its  facility  at  Gunnison,  where  he 
was  a rehabilitation  specialist  and  created  its  sweat  lodge  as  part  of  a drug 
treatment  program. 

"From  a constitutional  aspect,  you  cannot  . . . dictate  spirituality  by 
race,  and  that's  what  I follow,  is  the  Constitution  of  our  country,"  he  said. 

His  tribal  chief  in  Florida  instructed  him  to  share  peyote  with  anyone 
who  seeks  it,  Mooney  said.  Assistant  Attorney  General  Jennifer  Falk  asked, 

"So,  if  I were  to  ask  you  for  peyote  right  now,  do  you  feel  you'd  have  to 
give  it  to  me?" 

Mooney  answered:  "I  have  to.  It's  a mandate.  I cannot  refuse  anybody." 

Stark,  who  says  his  ancestry  is  Iroquois,  has  a similar  view.  "They  just 
got  off  the  street,  out  of  prison  --we  don't  care,"  Stark  said.  "We're  here 
to  serve;  we're  here  to  help  anybody." 


Mooney  and  Stark  have  denied  charging  their  church  members,  saying  that 
requests  for  donations  of  $200  or  more  for  peyote  ceremonies  are  optional. 
Mooney  said  he  has  disciplined  Stark,  but  declined  to  elaborate  on  how  Stark 
had  violated  his  church's  practices  or  reveal  the  consequences. 

Stark's  ceremonies,  held  in  a rainbow-colored  tepee  in  his  Ogden  Canyon 
back  yard,  outraged  A Shii-Be-To  leaders,  who  question  his  authority  as  a 
medicine  man  in  Mooney's  church  and  his  ancestry. 

Arnold  Thomas,  a Shoshone  NAC  member  who  serves  as  a spiritual  advisor  to 
American  Indians  at  the  Utah  State  Prison,  said,  "If  you  start  having 
non-Indians  conduct  the  sacred  ceremonies,  there  is  a lot  that  can  be  lost." 

He  added:  "You  cannot  just  wake  up  one  day  and  decide  you  are  a medicine 
man.  The  ceremony  cannot  be  held  by  just  anybody.  It  would  be  like  somebody 
who  one  day  just  decided  he  was  an  LDS  bishop  and  started  running  a Mormon 
church.  Think  of  the  outcry  then." 

Ancient  Traditions:  To  Blackhorse,  who  works  in  Salt  Lake  City  as  a 
welder,  Stark's  ceremonies  demonstrate  insolence  toward  ancient  traditions. 

"Our  service  always  takes  place  in  a white  tepee,  and  we  never  invite 
multicolored  people,"  Blackhorse  said.  "[Stark's  ceremony]  abused  our  sacred 
religion  and  our  medicine." 

Blackhorse  worries  that  opening  peyote  ceremonies  to  everyone  will  dilute 
the  power  of  the  medicine,  and  erode  American  Indians'  right  to  maintain 
their  own  traditions. 

"Our  elders  are  afraid  that  if  the  white  people  start  using  the  medicine 
they  will  suddenly  know  what  is  what,"  he  said.  "They  will  make  new  laws." 

Peyote  grows  in  the  United  States  only  in  Texas,  where  Mooney's  church  is 
on  a Department  of  Public  Safety  (DPS)  registry  of  Native  American  churches, 
considered  the  legal  gatherers  of  the  plant.  Harvesters  travel  to  the  Holy 
Peyote  Gardens  around  Rio  Grande  City,  Texas,  year-round,  where  the  plant  is 
growing  scarcer  as  development  encroaches  on  its  habitat. 

Before  harvesters  arrive,  they  must  obtain  permission  from  the  Texas  DPS. 

"If  [peyote]  is  in  the  ground,  it  is  just  a plant.  But  as  soon  as  it  is 
harvested  it  becomes  a controlled  substance,"  said  Dody  Patterson,  controlled 
substances  registration  supervisor  for  the  Texas  DPS.  "If  you  are  an  Indian 
you  have  the  right  to  possess,  use  and  transport  it,  but  to  buy  it  you  have 
to  show  registration  documents." 

Mooney  met  the  requirements  for  the  harvesting  and  purchasing  permit:  his 
Native  American  church  is  incorporated;  he  belongs  to  the  Seminole  tribe  and 
is  at  least  one-quarter  American  Indian.  While  Mooney  points  to  the  registry 
as  proof  of  his  church's  legal  ability  to  use  and  distribute  peyote,  Patchen, 
the  peyote  expert,  said  Texas  officials  have  no  way  to  verify  whether  a 
church  is  truly  a Native  American  church. 

"There  is  no  official  registry  of  Native  American  churches,"  Patchen  said. 

The  Utah  Attorney  General's  Office  says  the  debate  over  "bona  fide" 

Native  American  churches  is  irrelevant,  contending  Utah's  peyote  law  makes  no 
distinction . 

State  law  considers  the  plant  a drug  equivalent  to  heroin  or  LSD,  with  a 
high  potential  for  abuse,  no  acceptable  medicinal  uses  and  --  in  conflict 
with  federal  law  --  no  exceptions  for  American  Indian  religious  ceremonies. 

State  attorneys  assert  the  federal  peyote  exemption  only  supersedes  state 
law  when  the  peyote  use  occurs  on  federal  property,  such  as  an  American 
Indian  reservation,  said  Tracey  Tabet,  deputy  chief  of  staff  for  Utah 
Attorney  General  Ian  Graham. 

Otherwise,  Tabet  said,  state  law  prevails  --  leaving  the  door  open  to 
charge  Stark,  no  matter  how  authentic  his  Native  American  church  or  American 
Indian  ancestry. 

Police  began  investigating  Stark  after  a woman  at  a Duly  8 ceremony  said 
she  had  been  forced  to  eat  peyote  and  held  against  her  will. 

Garet  argues  the  state's  jurisdictional  scenario  is  incorrect.  Under  the 
U.S.  Constitution,  federal  law  always  trumps  state  law  unless  the  federal  law 
can  be  proven  unconstitutional,  he  said.  "Congress  has  the  ultimate  authority 
to  determine  the  special  legal  status  of  American  Indians,"  Garet  said. 

On  Friday,  Weber  County  Attorney  Mark  R.  De  Caria  said  his  office  is 
still  awaiting  results  of  tests  to  confirm  the  buttons  taken  from  Stark  are 
peyote,  and  is  investigating  laws  on  use  of  the  plant. 

De  Caria  said:  "My  office  is  working  to  determine  if  prosecution  will 


result  from  the  investigation.  ...  If  prosecution  goes  forth,  my  belief  is 
there  will  be  significant  arguments  made  over  the  freedom  of  religion  issue. 
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Tribes,  government  fighting  new  battles  in  U.S.  courtrooms 

By  DAMES  KIMBERLY 
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Concerned  that  an  El  Paso  water  project  will  dry  up  their  portion  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  the  Tigua  Indians  did  what  it  seems  any  other 
American  Indian  tribe  would  do  these  days:  They  sued. 

The  lawsuit  filed  last  week  against  the  U.S.  International  Boundary 
and  Water  Commission  in  U.S.  District  Court  in  El  Paso  was  not  a 
first  for  an  Indian  tribe.  And  it  certainly  won't  be  the  last. 

More  and  more,  Indians  are  turning  to  federal  courts  to  right  past 
wrongs,  stave  off  encroachment  and  define  their  authority  and  rights. 

The  fights  are  usually  with  the  federal  government  and  are  about 
familiar  themes:  self-determination,  rights  to  land,  water  and 
resources  and  religious  freedoms. 

The  court  battles  have  increased  in  frequency  in  recent  years,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  they  won't  continue,  said  Dohn 
Echohawk,  executive  director  of  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  a 
non-profit  law  firm  in  Boulder,  Colo. 

"We've  learned  to  use  the  legal  and  political  systems  for  our  own 
goals,  our  own  desires  and  wishes,"  Echohawk  said. 

The  fights  often  go  unnoticed  because  they  are  important  only  to  the 
Indians  waging  them  or  to  their  immediate  neighbors.  But  sometimes 
the  issues  are  so  large  they  transcend  the  reservation's  boundaries. 

That  certainly  was  the  case  recently  when  word  leaked  out  that  the 
Alabama-Coushatta  Indians  near  Livingston  had  won  their  17-year  legal 
fight  over  2.8  million  acres  of  East  Texas  land.  The  Indians  claimed 
the  land  had  been  improperly  taken  from  them  by  Texas  settlers  and 
that  the  U.S.  government  failed  in  its  responsibility  as  a trustee  to 
protect  them. 

Last  month,  a three-judge  panel  from  the  U.S.  Court  of  Claims  agreed 
with  the  Alabama-Coushattas . The  hearing  set  the  stage  for  the  tribe 
to  seek  compensation  from  the  government  of  unrealized  profits  from 
timber,  oil,  natural  gas  or  land  sales,  said  Don  Miller,  an  attorney 
with  the  Rights  Fund  who  represented  the  tribe. 

Age-old  land  claims  and  other  similar  issues  are  only  now  being 
addressed  by  the  courts.  Miller  said,  because  Indian  tribes  only  now 
have  the  wherewithal  to  address  them. 

"Until  the  last  three  or  four  decades,  they've  pretty  much  been 
expected  to  stay  on  their  reservations  and  be  quiet,"  Miller  said. 

More  Indian  litigation  is  occurring  because  there  are  more  Indian 
lawyers . 

Echohawk  went  to  law  school  on  a government  scholarship  program 
targeted  to  help  end  Indian  poverty.  When  he  graduated  in  1970,  only 
a handful  of  Indians  were  attorneys,  he  said.  Today,  he  estimates 
there  are  more  than  1,000. 

In  Texas,  the  bar  association  estimates  that  nearly  200  of  its  66,000 
members  this  year  are  Indians. 

In  addition,  Indian  tribes  have  greater  financial  resources  today 
than  ever  before,  Echohawk  said. 

Federal  policy  changes  have  given  Indians  more  control  of  their  land 


and  have  enabled  many  tribes  to  open  gambling  casinos.  Casino 
proceeds  have  enabled  Indians  to  hire  attorneys  to  represent  their 
interests,  said  Isidro  Garza  Dr.,  the  tribal  council  representative 
for  the  Kickapoo  Indians  in  Eagle  Pass. 

The  Kickapoos  went  to  court  last  year  for  what  they  viewed  as  an 
infringement  on  their  religious  rights  and  their  tribal  sovereignty. 

The  dispute  began  when  a 28-year-old  Kickapoo  woman  died  in  her  home 
on  the  reservation  and  the  Maverick  County  justice  of  the  peace 
ordered  an  autopsy. 

The  autopsy  would  have  conflicted  with  the  strictures  of  the 
Kickapoos'  religious  beliefs,  which  forbid  cutting  open  a corpse  and 
call  for  burial  by  noon  the  next  day,  Garza  said. 

After  a three-week  court  battle,  the  justice  of  the  peace  rescinded 
the  autopsy  order  and  accepted  the  tribe's  explanation  that  the  woman 
died  as  a result  of  sniffing  paint  fumes. 

Garza  has  mixed  feelings  about  the  court  battle. 

The  actions  of  local  elected  officials  showed  a disturbing  lack  of 
understanding  of  Indian  rights  and  respect  for  Indian  beliefs,  he 
said.  But  at  least  someone  cared,  he  said. 

"Ten  years  ago,  Kickapoo  were  dying  in  the  doorsteps  of  the  hospital 
and  no  one  cared,"  he  said.  "Now  because  of  the  revenues  from  the 
small  casino  they  have,  they  are  starting  to  become  noticed." 

The  Kickapoos  have  come  a long  way  in  the  last  10  years. 

A little  more  than  a decade  ago,  the  Kickapoos  lived  an  impoverished 
existence  in  flimsy  straw  and  cardboard  huts  beneath  the 

International  Bridge  connecting  the  cities  of  Eagle  Pass  and  Piedras 
Negras.  Today,  thanks  to  federal  recognition  of  the  tribe  and  the 
revenues  from  the  casino,  the  tribe  of  800  is  making  a strong 
recovery,  Garza  said. 

Like  the  Kickapoos,  the  Tiguas  consider  their  fight  over  the  Rio 
Grande  a defense  of  religious  liberty  and  tribal  sovereignty.  The 
tribe  is  suing  the  boundary  and  water  commission  over  the 
environmental  impact  study  it  did  for  an  El  Paso-Las  Cruces  regional 
water  project. 

The  project  proposes  using  more  Rio  Grande  water  for  irrigation  and 
for  El  Paso's  drinking  water.  Attorney  Tom  Diamond,  who  represents 
the  tribe,  said  the  project  will  all  but  dry  up  the  portion  of  the 
river  that  runs  through  the  Tigua  reservation. 

The  Tiguas  use  the  river  in  religious  ceremonies.  Diamond  said.  The 
Tiguas  are  also  concerned  that  they  were  the  only  local  government 
not  invited  to  participate  in  the  water  study.  Diamond  said. 

The  idea  that  Indian  nations  are  federally  recognized  governments  is 
difficult  for  many  people  to  grasp.  Diamond  said. 

"Everyone  thinks  Indian  tribes  are  racial  groups.  They're  not.  They 
are  government  units,"  he  said.  "They  have  their  own  jurisdiction, 
their  own  sovereignty." 

How  far  that  sovereignty  extends  is  at  the  heart  of  another  lawsuit 
currently  pending  against  the  Tiguas.  That  lawsuit  was  filed  by  the 
state  of  Texas  over  the  tribe's  casino. 

Attorney  General  Dohn  Cornyn  contends  the  casino  is  operating 
illegally  since  Texas  law  prohibits  gaming.  The  congressional  act 
that  formally  recognized  the  Tiguas  as  a tribe  required  them  to  obey 
the  gambling  laws  of  the  state,  Cornyn  points  out. 

Texas  did  not  sue  the  Kickapoos  because  they  did  not  have  an 
agreement  with  the  state  not  to  operate  a casino,  Cornyn  spokeswoman 
Heather  Browne  said. 

The  Tiguas  counter  that  the  games  of  chance  offered  at  the  casino  are 
essentially  no  different  than  the  state  lottery.  The  tribe  also 
contends  that  as  a fellow  unit  of  government,  the  state  does  not  have 
the  authority  to  sue  the  Tiguas. 

The  case  is  pending  in  federal  appeals  court.  It  might  soon  have  some 
company. 

The  Alabama-Coushattas  are  mulling  whether  they  too  should  open  a 
casino.  If  they  do,  it  will  be  one  more  court  battle  between  a Texas 
Indian  tribe  and  the  government. 


"Sometimes  the  stakes  are  just  too  high  and  people  just  aren't  able 
to  agree  on  the  scope  of  tribal  rights/'  Echohawk  said. 
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PLEASE  CIRCULATE  WIDELY 

Eddie  Hatcher  Remains  Imprisoned 

by  Eddie  Hatcher 

[Editor's  note:  On  Dune  1,  1999  Native  American  activist  Eddie  Hatcher  was 
arrested  and  charged  with  1st  degree  murder  in  the  drive-by  shooting  death 
of  a young  man,  Brian  McMillan,  in  Robeson  County,  North  Carolina.  Eddie  is 
known  for  the  armed  1988  takeover  of  a local  newspaper  office,  in  an  attempt 
to  bring  attention  to  drug  trafficking  and  corruption  in  the  county.  Eddie 
has  been  held  since  Dune  1,  1999,  without  bail;  the  DA  has  no  motive  and  no 
witnesses.  Ballistics  tests  showed  that  McMillan  was  not  shot  with  Eddie's 
rifle.  Brian  McMillan's  mother  has  stated  that  she  knows  Eddie  Hatcher  did 
not  kill  her  son.] 

(Dune  25,  2000)  Over  the  last  couple  of  months  we  have  had  several  important 
victories  in  my  case.  As  most  of  you  know,  I have  now  sat  in  jail  for  13 
months  on  charges  of  first  degree  murder.  After  eight  months  of  judges 
recusing  themselves  from  my  case  and  doing  all  sorts  of  unethical  and 
venomous  acts  against  me,  a fair-minded  judge  finally  came  to  Robeson 
County. 

In  October  1999,  I filed  a petition  for  a Writ  of  Certiorari  with  the 
North  Carolina  Supreme  Court  challenging  my  being  denied  certain  basic 
rights  as  a pro  se  defendant  (acting  as  my  own  attorney).  On  December  2, 
1999,  the  Supreme  Court  held  in  my  favor  and  ordered  the  Superior  Court  of 
Robeson  County  to  make  a determination  as  to  whether  I had  a constitutional 
right  to  access  to  a law  library,  telephone,  access  to  defense  witnesses 
and  expert  witnesses,  uncensored  mail  from  defense  witnesses,  and 
private/contact  interviews  with  defense  witnesses. 

Upon  its  own  motion,  the  high  court  also  ordered  the  Superior  Court  to 
redetermine  if  it  would  not  be  more  appropriate  to  detain  me  in  the  Robeson 
County  Dail  instead  of  on  the  death  row  unit  of  Central  Prison,  where 
Robeson  County  Sheriff  Glen  Maynor  had  forced  me  to  be  housed  since  Dune  1, 
1999.  On  Danuary  3,  2000,  the  Superior  Court  ordered  me  to  be  moved  to  the 
Robeson  County  jail  where  I have  since  been  held. 

On  February  16,  2000,  the  Honorable  Gregory  Weeks,  an  African-American 
judge  from  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  ordered  that  I did  have  a right  to 
private/contact  interviews  with  defense  witnesses.  Not  only  did  he  order 
this  in  court,  but  he  also  summoned  Sheriff  Maynor  to  the  courtroom  so  that 
order  would  not  be  "misunderstood."  Also,  it  was  ordered  that  all  of  my  mail 
would  be  uncensored  and  opened  in  my  presence. 

On  April  10,  2000,  Dudge  Weeks  went  a step  further,  telling  the  packed 
courtroom,  "let  me  take  the  bull  by  the  horns"  and  ordered  that  I did  in 
fact  have  a constitutional  right  to  private  uncensored  telephone  access.  He 
then  ordered  the  Sheriff  of  Robeson  County  to  install  a private  phone  line 
for  my  use  in  one  of  the  jail's  private  attorney  rooms.  And  he  ordered  that 
the  phone  line  had  to  be  completely  separate  from  the  jail  telephone  system. 
One  attorney  stated  that  I had  to  be  the  only  person  in  jail  in  the  United 
States  with  a private  phone  line. 

After  months  of  a major  campaign,  and  thousands  of  cards,  letters  and 
faxes  from  all  over  the  world,  landing  at  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court 
building  asking  that  a fair,  special  judge  be  appointed  to  preside  over  my 
case,  on  May  17,  the  Supreme  Court  issued  its  second  ruling  in  my  case, 
ordering  that  the  case  was  exceptional  and  that  retired  Superior  Court  Dudge 
Derry  Cash  Martin  would  preside  over  every  aspect  of  my  case.  This  was  a 
most  important  victory  as  Dudge  Week's  term  had  ended  in  Robeson  County. 

On  Dune  1,  a successful  protest  was  held  in  front  of  the  Supreme  Court 
building  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  Supporters  demanded  an  investigation 
into  the  illegal  acts  of  agents  with  the  State  Bureau  of  Investigation,  who 


have  been  roaming  the  countryside  asking  individuals  to  admit  their 
involvement  in  this  murder.  These  individuals  were  promised  minimal  charges 
if  they  would  agree  to  testify  against  me.  They  have  been  unsuccessful. 

SBI  agents  also  repeatedly  approached  a man,  in  April,  asking  him  to  submit 
to  a polygraph  examination  to  prove  he  was  not  involved  in  the  murder  for 
which  I have  been  charged.  This  individual  consistently  refused  to  take  the 
polygraph  and  on  May  10,  2000,  he  was  charged  with  the  2 a.m.  ambush  murder 
of  a man,  killing  him  with  a high  powered  rifle  just  as  the  victim  in  this 
murder  was  killed. 

In  May,  I filed  a motion  to  dismiss  due  to  vindictive  prosecution, 
prosecutorial  misconduct,  outrageous  government  misconduct  and  improper 
investigation.  This  motion  was  supported  by  50  pages  of  exhibits  including 
affidavits,  transcripts  of  taped  conversations  and  other  documents.  I am 
expecting  to  be  heard  on  this  motion  in  August.  We  are  also  in  contact  with 
former  law  professor  Arthur  Kinoy  who,  along  with  my  former  attorney  William 
Kunstler,  founded  the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights.  Hopefully,  he  will 
soon  be  intervening  in  my  case. 

I'd  like  to  thank  all  of  the  countless  individuals  and  organizations  who 
continue  to  help  us  in  this  ongoing  battle  against  corrupt,  out  of  control 
government  officials  in  North  Carolina  and  Robeson  County. 

"The  Case  of  Eddie  Hatcher,"  a 20+  page  booklet,  details  all  the  relevant 
events  leading  up  to  Eddie's  current  situation,  from  the  1988  takeover  to 
interviews  with  witnesses  in  the  current  murder  trial.  To  order  single  or 
bulk  copies  of  the  booklet,  published  by  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense 
Committee,  contact  them  for  the  booklet  or  other  information  at: 

Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee,  PO  Box  2702,  Pembroke  NC  28372.  Or  email  or 
call  Eddie's  mother,  Thelma  Clark,  at  thatcher2@email.msn.com,  (910) 
582-2764.  Please  visit  Eddie's  website  at  www. eddiehatcher .org  for 
information  on  events,  materials,  and  regular  weekly  updates.  On  the 
website,  you  can  sign  up  for  a listserve  which  sends  out  information  about 
Eddie's  case  and  related  issues. 

Write  Eddie  at  Robeson  County  Hail,  122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton  NC  28358 
Reprinted  from  the  Summer  2000  edition  of  On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104, 
Seattle  WA  98111. 

"RE : Standing  Deer  Defense  Committee"  

Date:  Fri,  28  3ul  2000  22:59:23  EDT 

From:  SumerWCree@aol . com 

Sub j : standing  deer  defense  committee 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

PLEASE  POST  WIDELY 

from  Standing  Deer  Defense  Committee 
Barbara  Fortier 
bdyingswan@aol . com 

http://standingdeer.homepage.com/index.html  SDDC  / POBox  368  / 

Carrollton,  GA  30117 

FAST  FOR  LIFE 
by  Standing  Deer 
Dedicated  to 
GLOBAL  PEACE  WALK  2000 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,  Sitting  Bull,  Dallas  Thundershield,  Bobby 
Gene  Garcia,  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  Emiliano  Zapata,  Jonathan  Jackson,  Comrade 
George,  Sam  Melville,  Willie  Wolfe,  Bruce  Seidel  Nuh  Washington,  Shaka 
Sankofa,  and  to  all  of  you  who  walk  for  peace,  I extend  the  left  hand  of 
my  left  arm  which  is  closest  to  my  heart.  I pray  that  all  of  you  who 
read  my  words  are  well  and  happy  and  enjoying  all  the  blessings  our 
Mother  has  to  offer. 

I am  an  elder  of  the  Oneida  Nation  with  78  winters.  I have  been  locked 
away  in  the  Iron  House  of  Greed  for  24  winters  with  no  end  in  sight. 

Every  year  for  nealy  two  decades  I have  been  conducting  a four-day  total 


fast  to  honor  the  memory  of  those  who  died  at  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki, 
and  to  pray  for  the  peacemakers  who  strive  to  preserve  Mother  Earth  and 
make  her  a safe  nesting  place  for  all  creatures  who  draw  sustenance  at 
Her  breast. 

I  am  fasting  and  praying  for  all  the  peoples  of  this  world,  for  all  the 
little  animals  of  the  woods,  for  the  gilled  people  of  the  waters,  for 
the  winged  creatures  of  the  air  and  for  all  living  things  such  as 
flowers,  trees,  and  grasses.  I pray  that  our  Mother  will  not  be 
destroyed  as  was  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  I pray  for  the  victims  of  those 
atrocities  both  living  and  dead.  I pray  that  the  politicians  of  this 
world  will  discontinue  building  these  lifetaking  weapons  of  mass 
destruction,  and  instead  begin  dismantling  them  so  that  our  unborn 
generations  may  know  a life  in  harmony  with  our  Mother.  I pray  for  all 
of  our  brothers  and  sisters  who  are  imprisoned  throughout  the  world.  I 
pray  for  the  freedom  of  Mumia  Abu-lamal,  Leonard  Peltier  and  Political 
Prisoners  and  Prisoners  of  War  in  the  united  states  and  wherever  they 
may  be.  I pray  for  the  hungry  people  who  daily  suffer  the  pain  of  hunger 
not  because  they  choose  to  fast  as  a small  token  of  their 
dissatisfaction  or  resistance  to  the  insanity  of  their  politicians,  but 
because  they  cannot  find  even  a crust  of  bread  to  feed  themselves  and 
their  starving  children.  I especially  pray  for  the  little  ones  who  in 
their  innocence  have  inherited  a world  intent  on  destroying  itself 
because  of  the  greed  of  a tiny  minority  of  criminals  who  will  do 
whatever  is  necessary  in  order  to  protect  their  wealth  and  privilege. 

I pray  that  I will  not  entertain  thoughts  of  hatred  against  those  whose 
greed  is  leading  us  down  the  path  of  destruction  but  rather  I pray  that 
my  motives  may  remain  steadfast  out  of  love  for  our  Mother. 

IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  CRAZY  HORSE, 

STANDING  DEER  ...  AUGUST  6,  2000 

Indianz  at  http://www.egroups.com  - a group  for,  by,  and  about  Indianz 

"RE : FBI's  Accounting"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Dul  2000  18:26:23  EDT 
From:  AIMFL@aol.com 
Sub j : FBI's  Accounting 

Greetings : 

If  one  reviews  the  FBI's  recently  released  "Accounting  for  Native  American 
deaths-Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  South  Dakota"  one  must  be  struck  by 
the  pretty  graphics  and  the  lack  of  any  recent  accountings. 

While  the  FBI's  effort  here  is  interesting  and  interestingly  timed  release 
to  coincide  with  the  32cnd  AIM  Conference  and  the  LPDC's  renewed  efforts  and 
Camp  Dustice...  But  lets  put  all  that  aside  and  look  at  the  intruiging  data 
that  comes  from  this  FBI  "accounting".  Lets  put  aside  for  the  moment 
potentially  erroneous  information  contained  within  this  document  and  just 
take  it  at  its  word.  I found  some  interesting  facts. 

Lets  look  at  this  one.  Here  we  have  57  deaths-of  which  all  but  9 the  FBI 
admits  were  homicidal  or  unnatural  in  nature.  So  for  46  homicides  we  have 
12-where  the  USATT  neglected  to  prosecute 
5 which  remain  unsolved 

4 were  off  the  rez  and  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  FBI,  but  they  took  the 
time  to  explain  why  they  didn't  think  these  cases  should  have  been 
prosecuted.  Nice  of  em  enit? 

4 were  justified  cause  cops/FBI  did  the  killing  and  thats  justification  enough 
2 got  20  years 

2 got  15  years 

3 got  10  years 
1 got  8 years 

1 got  7 years  and  six  months 
1 got  six  years 

1 got  2 years  5 months 

2 got  5 years 

1 got  3 years 

2 got  1 year 


1 got  18  months 

1 got  probation-fon  a manslaughter 

2 got  acquitted,  prosecution  just  couldn't  get  a conviction  but  darn  it  they 
tried,  or  so  the  pretty  booklet  says. 

But  lets  see,  how  long  did  Leonard  get?  Hmm.  Seems  like  I recall  two  life 
sentences.  And  how  long  did  Richard  Marshall  get  sentenced  to?  Hmm.  How  long 
were  Patrick  and  Norma  Dean  Croy  sentenced  to?  Hmm.  Seems  like  a little 
unequal  protection  under  the  law  by  the  admission  of  the  FBI.  8.7%  of  the 
homicides  the  FBI  admitted  occured  on  Pine  Ridge  during  the  reign  of  terror 
resulted  in  sentences  of  more  than  a decade.  Try  a stat  below  10%  in  any 
American  city.  Anywhere  for  sentences  of  less  than  a decade  for 
manslaughter/homicide  related  cases  see  if  30.4%  of  the  CONVICTIONS  get  a 
sentencing  of  less  than  a decade!  I challenge  anyone  to  find  a rate  that 
forgiving  anywhere. 

Of  the  9 that  were  not  considered  homicides  at  all  two  or  nearly  a quarter 
were  deaths  that  while  the  victim  had  suffered  a severe  beating  the  cause  of 
death  was  ruled  accidental  or  due  to  intoxication.  Like  they  said  on  Saturday 
Night  Live-Isn't  that  convienient. 

12  of  these  57  cases  or  21.1%  were  cases  with  the  phrases-not  to  prosecute 
in  them.  21.1%  seems  like  a significant  percentage  where  the  government 
elected  not  to  prosecute. 

And  of  course  how  come  its  so  limited?  I mean  no  explanation  of  Wallace 
Black  Elk  Dr,  Dohn  Means,  Ronald  Heard  Heart,  Robert  Many  Horses,  Leroy 
Dackson,  Mike  Berry,  Gabby  Daniels,  Candace  Rogh  Surface,  Ronald  Bear  Track 
..  ad  infinitum.  What  reason  was  it  they  limited  it  to  these  57  cases?  The 
FBI  in  the  document  asserts  it  released  it  due  to  "These  allegations  were 
proffered  durin  the  hearings  and  the  Commission  was  sufficiently  impressed 
by  them  to  incorporate  the  allegations  into  their  findings"  Hmm.  Seems  to 
little  ol'  me  that  them  there  hearings  were  about  recent  murders.  None  of 
them  made  the  neat  little  pamphlet  put  together  by  Douglas  D.  Domin,  Special 
Agent  in  Charge  Minneapolis  Division. 

Seems  the  FBI  wants  the,  now  don't  laugh  too  hard,  trust  of  the  Native 
community-says  it  right  in  the  fancy  colors  of  the  document  thats  got  really 
cool  Indian  graphics.  Well,  I dunno  seems  kinda  simple  to  me.  The  prosecution 
of  those  who  kill  Indians  to  the  EXTENT  PROVIDED  BY  LAW,  not  21%  election  not 
to  prosecute  and  30.4%  under  a decade  sentencing  ratio.  I mean  thats  like 
more  than  half  the  cases  right  there.  Gee  I dunno  why  they  have  a trust 
problem.  And  maybe  let  out  Indians  that  are  only  incarcerated  cause  they  are 
Indian-like  Leonard  Peltier,  Scott  Seeyle,  Chris  Bald  Eagle,  Eddie  Hatcher, 
ad  infinitum.  Perhaps  if  the  FBI  stopped  acting  like  the  7th  Cavalry 
revisited I dunno. 

And  you  come  to  that,  just  by  reading  what  they  say  at  face  value.  Mix  in 
some  reality  and . . . 

Later, 

Sheridan 


"RE : Nooksacks  Look  to  FBI"  

Date:  Fri,  14  Dul  2000  08:16:56  -0500 

From:  "Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  07-14-2000 
Forwarded  by  Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Nooksacks  look  to  FBI 

Tribe's  elders  accuse  family  of  using  it  to  cover  up  drug  smuggling 

c.  Associated  Press 

7/12/2000 

DEMING,  Wash.  _ Some  members  of  the  Nooksack  Indian  Tribe  say  the  tribe 
near  the  Canadian  border  in  northwest  Washington  has  been  commandeered  by 
outsiders  who  are  using  it  as  a cover  for  drug  smuggling. 

A half-dozen  of  the  tribe's  elders  contend  the  Rabang  family  --  of 
Filipino  and  American  Indian  descent  --  has  fraudulently  enrolled  in  the 
tribe,  taken  control  of  tribal  government  and  used  ties  with  the  closely 
related  Skway  Indian  Band  in  Canada  to  cover  up  marijuana  smuggling. 


FBI  and  U.S.  Customs  Service  agents  raided  tribal  homes  northeast  of 
Bellingham  earlier  this  year,  to  crack  down  on  an  operation  they  allege 
tunneled  more  than  a ton  of  British  Columbian  pot  into  the  United  States. 

Eighteen  people  --  most  of  them  Rabang  family  members  --  have  been 
indicted  so  far. 

But  federal  authorities  are  looking  into  the  possibility  of  deeper 
corruption  that  could  lead  to  an  unprecedented  racketeering  case  against 
the  Rabangs  and  tribal  leaders,  the  Seattle  Post-Intelligencer  reported 
Tuesday. 

Several  members  of  the  family  already  have  pleaded  guilty  to  conspiracy 
to  smuggle  marijuana.  Also,  two  tribal  officials  were  recently  sent  to 
prison  for  embezzling  federal  money  and  another  embezzlement  probe  is 
under  way,  the  newspaper  said. 

Elders  of  the  1,449-member  tribe  find  themselves  welcoming  federal 
intervention . 

"That  would  be  our  prayers  answered  if  the  feds  stepped  in.  Our  only 
chance  is  the  FBI,"  said  Ivan  George,  67,  a Pentecostal  minister  with  a 
degree  in  urban  planning. 

The  Rabangs  "extend  their  influence  through  dope.  They  control  the 
council  and  control  the  staff.  They  have  the  housing  committee  under  their 
control,"  he  said. 

After  generations  flourished  by  hauling  salmon  from  the  river  that  bears 
the  tribe's  name,  the  tribe  now  gets  by  with  income  from  a modest  roadside 
casino  and  a faltering  mobile-home  construction  business. 

"As  time  goes  by,  those  opportunities  to  live  as  our  ancestors  did 
disappear.  We  lived  plainly,  right  off  the  land,"  George  said.  "But  to  do 
that  today  is  impossible.  Indians  have  learned  what  greed  is  all  about." 

Tribal  Vice  Chairman  Narcisco  Cunanan,  one  of  about  200  Rabang  relatives 
who  belong  to  the  tribe,  says  they  are  true  Nooksacks  and  that  it's  unfair 
to  condemn  the  whole  family  because  of  a few  people. 

Phillip  Narte,  Cunanan 's  cousin  and  Nooksack  community  development 
officer,  called  the  allegations  sour  grapes. 

"You've  got  people  who  ran  the  tribe  for  years.  And  suddenly  they  are 
not  running  things  anymore.  They  want  the  ball  back.  But  our  family  is  a 
big  voting  bloc  now." 

"RE : FBI  to  Investigate  Fatal  Shooting  on  Tribal  Land"  

Date:  Fri,  14  Jul  2000  08:16:56  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  07-14-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

FBI  to  investigate  fatal  shooting  on  tribal  land 

By  The  Associated  Press 

07/11/2000 

The  FBI  will  help  investigate  the  fatal  shooting  early  Monday  of  a man  on 
American  Indian  trust  land,  officials  said.  The  Blaine  County  sheriff's 
office.  Canton  police  and  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  police  responded  to  a call 
around  3 a.m.  Monday.  They  found  the  body  of  Daniel  Gray  Sutton,  26,  FBI 
spokesman  Gary  Johnson  said. 

Sutton's  brother,  Michael  Duane  Sutton,  29,  was  taken  into  custody  by 
tribal  police.  No  charges  have  been  filed,  Johnson  said. 

The  FBI  and  tribal  police  will  conduct  the  investigation,  Johnson  said. 
The  FBI  has  jurisdiction  concerning  major  crimes  that  might  occur  on 
Indian  trust  land. 

The  case  will  be  presented  to  the  U.S.  attorney's  office  for  possible 
federal  charges,  Johnson  said. 

"RE;  Native  American  Prisoner  Persecutions"  

Date:  Thu,  Jul  27,  2000  1:27  PM  EDT 
From:  GreenQQ123@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  American  Prisoner  Persecutions 


<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 


Duly,  2000 

From:  NATIVE  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  AT  WASHINGTON  STATE  REFORMATORY 
To  whom  and  all  it  may  concern: 

We  are  writing  this  at  a time  of  need  and  persecution.  We  the  Native 
American  prisoners  here  at  Washington  State  Reformatory/Monroe  Complex 
appeal  to  you  for  help. 

In  the  past  months  we  have  suffered  severe  civil  and  religious  rights 
violations  ganging  from  targeting  Native  Americans  and  our  sacred  items  to 
having  eagle  feathers  confiscated,  medicines  thrown  about  our  cells,  our  pow 
wow  drum  taken  from  our  drum  keeper  which  is  now  housed  in  the  Christian 
"Chapel",  to  being  threatened  with  transfers  for  speaking  out  about  what 
they  have  been  doing  to  us. 

At  a recent  meeting  with  Chaplain  McMillan,  we  were  informed  of  even  more 
stingent  policy  changes  that  are  directed  at  us  Native  American  prisoners. 

We  will  be  limited  to  50  rocks,  50  pieces  of  split  wood.  We  will  not  be  able 
to  keep  our  eagle  wings  and  fans,  or  our  hand  drums  or  anything  else  that 
will  not  fit  into  a shoe  box  they  have  given  to  us  that  has  to  hold  all  of 
everything  sacred  to  us.  If  we  do  not  comply  with  these  rules,  we  have  been 
warned  that  our  sacred  items  will  be  not  only  confiscated,  but  destroyed. 

All  Native  American  group  activities  will  only  be  allowed  if  a "sponser" 
is  present  ~ activities  such  as  Sweat  lodge  ceremonies,  drum  group  practice, 
pipe  ceremonies,  and  business  meetings.  This  has  never  been  an  issue  before. 
There  has  NEVER  been  any  instance  to  justify  this  so  called  "security 
concern."  This  is  not  a maximum  security  prison,  nor  will  it  be  any  time  in 
the  near  future. 

This  blatant  attack  against  ONLY  the  Native  American  inmate  population 
here,  is  directly  from  Warden  Ryder  and  head  Chaplain  McMillan.  It  is  CLEARLY 
ratially  motivated  and  serves  no  common  betterment  goals. 

THIS  IS  BLATANT  RACIAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  DISCRIMINATION!!! 

We  have  recently  lost  many  Native  American  inmates  due  to  transfers 
because  they  spoke  out  against  the  injustices  we  have  to  endure  every  day 
because  we  are  Native  Americans.  Our  pipe  keeper  was  thrown  in  the  hole  for 
exagerated  write-ups.  We  Native  American  prisoners  here  are  walking  a narrow 
path . 

We  are  asking  for  your  help  in  these  matters. 

We  are  asking  you  to  inquire  into  these  injustices  that  still  continue  to 
plague  us. 

We  are  asking  you  to  forward  this  letter  far  and  wide  in  the  hopes  that 
there  will  be  someone  who  sees  this  that  can  help  us  end  these  injustices. 

With  sincere  thanks. 

All  of  the  Native  American  Prisoners  at  WSR/MCC 
PILAMAYA  ~ AKICITA  HONKSKA  (Oglala  Lakota)" 

Suggestions  of  who  to  write  to  about  these  injustices  are  Pres.  Clinton,  the 
governor  and  senators  of  Washington  State,  Warden  Ryder  and  Chaplain  McMillan. 

For  addresses  of  the  governor  and  senators  of  Washington  state,  or  of  the 
Washington  State  prison,  please  contact  me  (Dianne  Howard)  at 
<GreenQQ123@aol . com>  or  at  <ForThePeople2000(3aol . com> 

Dianne 


"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  31  Duly  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 


from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


We  are  sharing  a note  sent  this  week  to  Gary. 

I'm  sorry  I cannot  come  to  you  in  the  proper  manner,  but  being  locked  in 
the  Iron  House,  I cannot.  I am  a Deleware/Blackfoot,  and  have  fought  many 
battles  here  in  the  state  of  Missouri  for  the  rights  of  American  Natives, 
and  it  has  been  a good  fight.  We  can  pray  now  in  the  traditional  manner. 

Yet  the  fight  is  not  over  and  all  teachings  are  welcome.  All  I can  do  is 
my  best.  The  group  here  numbers  about  25,  of  them  about  8 fullbloods  of 
different  tribes.  I try  to  teach  their  individual  beliefs  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  but  I'm  young,  and  it  is  hard.  I'm  34,  but  my  beliefs  in  the 
Great  Spirit,  Mother  Earth  and  the  four  Winds  is  very,  very  strong.  We  are 
allowed  our  herbs,  pipes  as  long  as  they  are  not  over  12"  in  full  length, 
dream  catchers  and  medicine  bags.  We  need  outside  help,  though. 

We  can  have  a sweat  lodge,  but  we  must  have  an  elder  of  good  faith  to  lead 

the  sweat--a  medicine  man.  If  you  could  put  out  the  word,  it  would  be 

greatly  appreciated.  It  is  not  really  for  me,  but  for  all  the  Brothers  here 
and  every  camp  in  the  state  of  Missouri.  I have  done  about  all  I can  for 

the  people.  I'm  not  a holy  man  or  even  a spiritual  leader  --  I'm  just  a a 

two-legged . 

I know  this  is  strange,  me  being  in  Missouri,  and  you  in  Georgia,  but  we 
are  in  need  of  teachings.  That  is  my  true  purpose  right  now--to  teach  or  at 
least  share  the  proper  ways  of  walking  the  good  Red  Road. 

Brother,  I am  sorry  I am  not  good  at  grammer.  I only  made  it  to  seventh 
grade.  I'm  self-taught,  so  please  be  patient  with  me  on  this  piont.  If  you 
would  spread  the  word,  it  would  be  welcomed. 

Also  we  are  in  need  of  properly  made  pipes  to  order--not  commercial  pipes, 
but  a place  where  elders  know  the  people  they  are  making  it  for,  if  you 
could  please  do  that.  I pray  that  I'm  not  sounding  pushy,  but  it  is  hard 
explaining  in  a few  words  all  I have  gone  through  in  the  last  7 years. 

Brother,  I better  go.  May  the  Creator,  Mother  Earth,  and  the  Four  Winds 
guide  and  protect  you  always.  Thank  you  for  your  time. 

Robert  1 . Conner 
507006  5C136 

Western  Missouri  Correctional  Center 
6093  Pence  Road 
Cameron,  MO  64420 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 


Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Dail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640329,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 


GIVING  BACK:  Duly  2000  my  elder  asked,  "I  read  all  this  negativity, 
see  all  this  finger  pointing.  Where  is  the  accountability?  Where 
does  anyone  say,  '...and  this  is  what  I am  going  to  do  about  it.'?" 
--  This  section  is  dedicated  to  responses  to  that  question.  Please 
continue  to  share  your  gifts  of  giving,  email  me  at  gars@netcom.com 


"RE : It's  Up  to  the  People"  

Date:  Tuesday,  August  01,  2000  1:47  PM 
From:  <Pioquark@aol . com> 

Sub j : Note  for  Wotanging  Ikche 

The  complex  problems  that  have  come  about  from  reservation  life  and  closed 
societies  are  not  easily  cured.  Many  tribes  in  our  land  have  addressed  the 
problems  and  found  solutions.  Others  have  found  the  problems  impossible.  I 
would  never  be  so  arrogant  to  think  that  I would  be  able  to  solve  any  of 
these  problems.  It's  up  to  the  people  involved.  All  I can  do  and  have  done 
with  Pioneer  is  relieve  some  of  the  anxiety  by  providing  some  small  comfort. 

At  this  time,  I have  been  told  to  clear  the  warehouse  of  Pioneer's  goods. 
That's  about  30  tons  to  the  dump.  It  breaks  my  and  a lot  of  other  people's 
heart.  Obviously  I can't  force  the  landlord  to  be  a patron  of  Pioneer  and 
offer  it  free  (yes  we  asked).  The  truck  is  currently  getting  its  third 
engine.  Shockingly  expensive.  I have  a new  respect  and  sympathy  for 
truckers.  We're  too  far  overdue  on  the  rent  and  they  feel  it's  time  for  us 
to  move  out.  I can  fully  understand  it.  They  have  been  patient  to  a fault 

My  contacts  at  Pine  Ridge  said  they  have  so  much  there  is  no  place  to  put 
it  all  after  the  support  from  FEMA,  Red  Cross  etc.  I told  them  to  let  me 
know. 

Meanwhile,  Rosebud  quietly  and  patiently  awaits  a load  of  goodies  in  any 
of  their  twenty  communities.  My  problem  is  the  dollars,  as  usual.  My  rent  is 
three  months  overdue  and  I have  been  asked  to  remove  my  30  tons  of  stuff. 
Once  out,  I can  make  trips  when  the  truck  is  full.  That  would  save  a lot. 

Here  are  the  numbers:  Insurance  $800.00,  Truck  maintenance  due  $500, 

Split  axle  for  the  truck  $400,  Install  axle  $350  Then  I might  be  ready  for 
the  trips.  Each  trip  costs  $470  round  trip. 

I would  be  happy  to  be  on  the  receiving  end  of  your  support.  I was 
thinking  of  asking  a friend  there  if  they  would  accept  trip  sponsors  of  the 
same  amount  ($470)  if  the  tribal  council  would  allow  it.  I will  do  that 
Monday.  If  we  could  get  six  trips  to  Rosebud,  that  would  clear  everything 
from  the  warehouse.  We  all  know  what  the  alternative  is.  The  landfill. 

My  ongoing  problem  is  that  just  to  help  one  reservation,  I need  about 
$30,000  to  operate  for  each  year.  The  biggest  expense  is  keeping  the  trucks 
on  the  road--just  getting  donated  supplies  to  the  people.  The  other  expenses 
such  as  warehousing,  insurance,  communications,  etc.,  eat  up  another  big 
chunk  of  cash.  Being  an  interstate  operation  is  not  easy.  I still  don't  get 
paid,  and  a lot  of  the  expense  comes  out  of  the  family  budget.  Not  very 
equitable. 

While  pleas  to  individuals  and  small  groups  for  support  can  sometimes 
alleviate  short-term  needs,  to  keep  a permanent  program  going  requires 
regular,  ongoing  funding,  and  I've  been  working  toward  that  kind  of  support 
from  the  beginning.  I am  quite  frustrated  because  of  the  limited  number  and 
kind  (government  only)  of  grants  I have  been  able  to  obtain.  I would  prefer 
to  find  support  in  the  foundations  and  other  non-government  organizations. 

The  problem  isn't  grantwriting  itself.  If  a person  can  write  a 


government  grant,  they  can  write  any  grant.  Government  grants  are  tough, 
complex  and  demand  accountability,  yet  I can  obtain  them.  But  when  I query 
private  organizations,  they  generally  respond  with  "does  not  follow  our 
agenda"  or  some  other  polite  dust  off.  Those  who  will  say  more  indicate  the 
word  on  the  grapevine  says  "don't  get  involved  with  Native  Causes."  The 
reasons  they  give  are  leaders  who  are  territorial  and  provide  little  to  no 
accountability. 

Of  course  we  know  that  not  all  Native  leaders  fall  into  this  category. 

The  good  ones  suffer  for  the  ones  that  have  not  done  the  right  thing.  The 
stereotype  flows  to  all  regardless  of  their  honesty  and  integrity. 

There  are  some  reservations  I simply  won't  go  to  because  of  the 
corruption.  There  are  others  which  are  like  going  to  grandma's  house  and  I 
hate  to  leave.  It  all  boils  down  to  leadership.  The  sad  thing  about  this 
sort  of  situation  is  that  the  elders  and  children  are  the  victims. 

Clay 

ps  - If  I can  get  as  many  trips  to  Rosebud  as  possible  I would  be 
grateful.  I have  about  forty  tons  which  is  at  least  6 to  8 trips. 


I thank  each  of  you,  for  sharing  these  stories  of  GIVING  BACK! 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Thu,  13  3ul  2000  08:52:37  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - May  18,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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FOREST  TREES. 


There  is  a kinship  'mong  the  trees 
That  in  the  forest  grow  - 
A differential  courtesy 
That  to  each  other  show. 

Such  grace  of  manners,  so  polite. 

Such  stately,  high  born  ways  - 
It  minds  one  of  the  etiquette 
Of  old  Colonial  days. 

Sometimes  they  join  in  solemn  chant. 

In  measures  mild  and  sweet; 

Sometimes  they  pour  forth  strains  of  joy 
With  melody  replete. 

Sometimes,  with  branch  outstretched  to  branch. 
All  gentle  and  sedate. 

They  dance  a graceful  minuet. 

All  in  a forest  fete. 


Oh,  endless  are  the  wildwood  joys! 
Oh,  measureless  the  grace 


Of  branch  and  blossom,  leaf  and  bough. 
That  winsome  interlace! 

Great  Nature  yields  no  goodlier  joy 
On  all  her  lands  and  seas. 

No  goodlier  rest  for  the  weary  brain 
Than  commune  with  the  trees. 

They  bring  us  tidings  of  the  skies 
As  upward  still  they  grow; 

The  lofty  wisdom  of  the  heavens 
In  silent  speech  they  show. 

Endowed  with  beauty,  grace,  and  strength. 
And  rich  in  fruitfulness. 

God  made  them  almoners  of  earth  - 
The  whole,  wide  world  to  bless. 

-M.D.  TOLMAN. 


FROM  CARLISLE  TO  PHOENIX. 


Miss  Luckenbach,  for  many  years  identified  with  the  Carlisle  school, 
left  us  for  warm  and  sunny  Arizona,  about  the  1st  of  May,  and  on  arrival 
there  was  cordially  received  by  Supt.  McCowan  and  his  faculty,  and  she 
says  that  the  place  is  perfectly  beautiful. 

A letter  descriptive  of  the  journey  is  full  of  interest  and  will  be 
eagerly  read  by  her  many  friends,  and  all  who  are  fond  of  travel. 

After  a very  enjoyable  few  days'  visit  in  the  Capitol  City  of  our 
country,  where  she  was  shown  the  sights  by  her  and  our  friends  - Miss 
Cook,  Mrs.  Butler  and  Miss  Cummins  of  the  Indian  office,  and  others,  she 
says : 

Half  past  ten  Wednesday  night  found  me  domiciled  in  a sleeper  in  a 
Sunset  Excursion  train  bound  for  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  first  day's  ride  through  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Georgia  and 
Alabama  surprised  me. 

I was  prepared  for  the  beauty  of  the  country  but  not  for  the  industry 
everywhere  apparent. 

Little  homes,  mostly  comfortable  looking,  were  sprinkled  thickly  all 
along  and  surrounded  by  ploughed  fields. 

Among  the  field  workers  twice  I saw  a woman  plowing.  Plainly,  in  the 
southern  sections  women  have  their  rights,  and  equality  of  sex  is 
recognized . 

Arriving  at  New  Orleans  on  Friday  morning,  we  found  we  had  a wait  of 
three  hours,  so  a party  of  four  hired  a cab  and  proceeded  to  see  the 
city. 

Our  success  would  not  form  a very  edifying  chapter,  and  on  returning 
to  the  station  we  found  our  train  had  crossed  the  river! 

For  an  instant  we  were  the  picture  of  despair,  until  we  spied  the 
reassuring  face  of  the  conductor  of  our  party,  who  was  standing  behind 
the  ticket  office  window. 

In  New  Orleans,  it  seemed  to  me  one  never  knew  if  one  was  on  land  or 
water . 

Westward  through  Louisiana  the  country  is  extremely  level;  looking 
over  it  the  tops  of  trees  show  upon  the  distant  horizon  like  the  masts 
of  vessels  outward  bound  over  the  level  ocean. 

Bayous  run  up  from  the  south,  and  here  and  there  you  catch  a whiff  of 
salt  air  from  and  near  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Next  morning  we  found  ouselves  in  a land  of  flowers  - a profusion  of 
flowers  in  a beautiful  variety  of  shades  and  colors  covered  the  ground 
for  miles  like  gay  rugs  lying  upon  the  floor. 

At  Del  Rio  we  struck  the  Rio  Grande  which,  to  my  surprise  was  a very 
small  river.  Its  banks  are  like  a sand  beach  for  a few  yards  and  then 
comes  the  smooth  fall  of  a natural  wall  of  stone  supportuing  a terrace, 
and  farther  back  another  higher  wall  of  horizontal  layers  of  stone. 

The  river  is  very  sinuous,  and  presently  the 
[continued  page  4] 
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Nancy  Seneca,  '97,  who  is  a graduate  nurse  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
of  Philadlphia,  is  attending  a lady  and  her  son  at  Selins  Grove,  this 
State . 

Guy  Hones,  1900,  is  in  New  York  City  with  Mr.  E.W.  Deming,  the  artist, 
whose  specialty  is  Indians,  serving  him  as  model  and  at  the  same  time 
taking  lessons  of  free-hand  drawing.  "If  he  sticks  to  it  - and  I am 
sure  he  will'  - says  Mr.  Deming,  "he  will  be  an  artist  some  day." 

Prof.  T.W.  Atkinson,  who  sails  for  the  Philippines  next  month  as 
Superintendent  of  Education,  is  visiting  the  leading  manual  training 
schools  of  the  country  - Pratt  Institute,  Hampton,  Tuskegee  and 
Carlisle.  He  was  here  this  week,  and  remarked  that  if  he  could  only  see 
one  school  of  the  type  mentioned,  it  should  be  Carlisle,  as  the  mingling 
of  seventy  different  tribes  at  this  institution  more  nearly  approaches 
the  conditions  which  he  expects  to  meet  in  the  islands. 

Mrs.  Cook  sent  some  of  our  school  exercises  as  prepared  by  students  of 
the  various  grades  of  the  Academic  Department  to  the  students  of  the 
Sacaton,  Arizona  school,  her  old  stamping  ground.  A teacher  writes  that 
the  "children  have  all  enjoyed  looking  at  them  although  they  could  not 
read  all  of  the  sixth  grade  papers,  lose  Apachos  was  delighted  to  see 
so  many  of  Duan's  drawings.  Daniel's  father  came  in  to  look  at  his 
son's  work  and  smiled  at  the  picture  of  the  Indian  illustrative  of 
article  on  Boston  Tea  Party."  Such  friendly  items  are  illustrative  of 
the  interest  taken  by  parents  in  the  progress  of  their  children. 

George  Welch,  1900,  is  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  and  will  probably  go 
to  school  there  next  year. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  is  improving,  at  the  Methodist  Hospital  with  her 
father  who  is  still  under  treatment  at  the  same  hospital.  Mrs.  Pratt  is 
also  in  Philadelphia. 

We  forgot  to  credit  The  Ogallala  Light  from  which  Mr.  Cleveland's 
article  was  taken,  last  week.  By  the  way,  we  would  like  to  exchange 
with  that  interesting  paper. 

One  of  the  most  delightful  women  that  has  visited  our  school  for  many 
a day  dropped  in  upon  us  this  week  from  Oberlin  College  - Mrs.  A.F.F. 
Hohnston,  Professor  of  Medieval  History  and  History  of  Art,  and  for 
thirty  years  Dean  of  the  Woman's  Department  of  that  noted  College.  Her 
lecture  on  Tuesday  night  was  thrilling  with  behind-the-scenes  incidents 
of  the  Civil  War  that  cannot  be  found  in  histories.  She  was  a friend  of 
the  late  Miss  Mather  of  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  so  well  known  by  all 
interested  Carlisle  workers,  and  her  reminiscences  and  stories  of  that 
noble  woman  touched  the  hearts  of  all. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  returned  from  Hamestown  on  Saturday  and  went  on 
to  Philadelphia  the  same  day.  Their  account  of  the  Golden  Wedding  of 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  was  glowing.  There  is  a two  column  article  in  the 
Jamestown  Tribune,  with  splendid  portaits  of  the  two  who  were  married 
fifty  years  ago.  Other  papers  gave  full  and  interesting  accounts.  A 
feature  of  the  occasion  was  that  the  wedding  was  supplemented  by  the 
baptism  of  the  little  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Hall,  the  babe  being 
a grandchild  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason.  The  water  used  in  the  baptism  was 
brought  from  the  River  Iordan  by  Mr.  Dow  and  Mr.  Hall  on  their  recent 
return  from  the  Holy  Land. 


A painful  duty  comes  to  us  in  the  recording  of  the  death  of  Dennison 
Pauli  Wheelock,  the  ten  months'  old  babe  of  Band  Director  and  Mrs. 
Wheelock.  He  was  a healthy  and  charming  child,  but  a few  weeks  since 
took  a severe  cold  which  settled  in  his  throat  and  lungs,  from  which  he 
slowly  pined  away.  The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  hall 
on  Wednesday  afternoon.  Rev.  Dr.  Norcross,  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  officiating.  The  lifeless  form  of  the  beautiful  babe  was  laid 
in  a little  white  casket  and  surrounded  with  a profusion  of  the  most 
delicate  flowers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheelock  have  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of 
their  friends  in  this  their  sad  hour  of  bereavement. 


(P  3) 

Rain  is  badly  needed. 

The  warm  wave  was  a warm  one. 

Eudocia  Sedic  is  visiting  her  guardian  at  Pen  Yan. 

Misses  Senseney  and  Carter  spent  Saturday  in  Baltimore. 

The  new  Standard  button  hole  worker  is  giving  entire  satisfaction. 

Susie  and  Mary  Moon  started  for  their  Alaskan  home  Tuesday  evening. 

Mrs.  Bakeless  and  children  have  gone  to  Milroy  to  visit  the  old  home. 

Miss  Robbins  was  summoned  to  the  bedside  of  a sick  father  in  Western 
Pennsylvania . 

Beatrice  and  Clara  Hoover  were  the  girls  brought  by  Rev.  Mr.  Fysh  from 
Klamath . 

Nellie  Velinzuela  is  visiting  Mrs.  Crawford,  at  Fayetteville  with  whom 
Mary  Hunter  has  a home. 

Our  team  played  the  Lehigh  University  on  Wednesday  at  Bethlehem,  and 
won  by  a score  of  17  to  9. 

Kendall  Pauli  helps  out  occasionally  on  Saturdays  and  last  week  his 
services  were  very  acceptable. 

The  entertainment  given  by  the  societies  last  Thursday  night  was 
pronounced  very  good  by  all  who  witnessed  it. 

Fragrant  Wistaria!  The  immense  vine  in  front  of  the  Major's  residence 
was  out  in  full  bloom  - a thing  of  beauty. 

Printer  Doe  Brown  has  gone  to  the  country  to  work  for  the  summer  and 
he  may  come  back  browner  than  [illegible]. 

The  heading  for  [illegible]  article  was  words  "The  Need  [illegible] 
and  one  of  the  printers  made  [illegible]  of  the  Pimas. 

Martin  Wheelock,  John  Lufkins,  John  Powlas  and  John  Warren  were  the 
pallbearers  at  the  funeral  of  baby  Wheelock  on  Wednesday. 

The  sweet-tooth  of  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  feasted  this  week  on  some 
maple  sugar  which  came  from  lamestown,  a gift  from  Mr.  Mason. 

Dr.  Diven  removed  a tubercular  finger  from  the  hand  of  Lulu  Apache 
last  Friday,  the  operation  being  beautifully  performed.  Miss  Barr 
assisted . 

15  to  1 is  the  way  the  score  read  at  the  end  of  the  Senior-lunior  game 
last  Friday  evening,  luniors,  take  courage,  next  year  you  can  afford  to 
look  "down"  on  the  fellows  and  give  them  a gentle  smile  while  they 
"chop"  the  wind  and  say  "we  have  been  there."  X. 

Mrs.  Livingtone's  system  of  dressmaking  recently  introduced  into  the 
sewing  department  is  so  simple  that  the  Indian  girls  readily  take  it  up, 
and  enjoy  it. 

Some  of  our  boys  and  girls  are  taking  elementary  lessons  in 
bookbinding  that  will  enable  them  to  rebind  old  books  and  pamphlets. 

T.l.  Outen,  of  New  York  is  the  instructor. 

Little  Nana  Foulk  was  very  ill  for  a few  hours  one  night  this  week, 
but  Miss  Barr  brought  her  through  the  spell  of  indigestion,  and  the  baby 


is  now  as  well  and  interesting  as  ever. 

Two  ladies  have  charge  of  a deapartment  and  take  turns  in  having 
Sunday  off.  "This  is  my  day  of  bliss/'  said  the  one  off  duty  last  week, 
"But  it  is  HER  day  of  'blister/"  she  added  with  a sigh. 

Miss  Weekley  sails  next  Tuesday  from  New  York  City  to  Porto  Rico  where 
she  will  teach  other  little  natives.  We  will  not  say  how  sorry 
everybody  is  to  see  her  go  until  after  she  leaves. 

Mrs.  Canfield,  superintendent  of  the  sewing  department,  is  pleased 
with  the  work  as  it  is  progressing.  The  girls  are  delighted  with  the 
new  summer  uniforms  all  of  which  will  soon  be  completed. 

The  new  green  shades  to  the  windows  of  the  sewing  room  add  greatly  to 
the  appearance  of  that  popular  beehive,  and  they  are  especailly 
appreciated  by  the  instructors  and  pupils  who  work  there. 

The  first  pupils  ever  received  at  Carlisle  from  the  Klamath  Agency, 
Oregon,  arrived  this  week,  7 boys  and  2 girls,  under  escort  of  Rev. 

Fysh,  Missionary.  It  is  a good  party  and  was  sent  by  Agent  Applegate. 

Piano  Instructress  Mrs.  Sawyer  gave  a most  interesting  talk  on  the 
composer  Schubert,  Tuesday  at  the  opening  exercises  of  the  school,  and 
illustrated  her  talk  by  playing  with  Miss  Hill's  assistance  the  Overture 
Rosamunde,  which  was  highly  appreciated. 

Misses  Ely  and  Burgess  went  to  Harrisburg  on  Friday  to  see  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Burgess  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia  as  representatives 
from  the  Millville  Half  Year  Meeting  of  Friends  to  the  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting,  in  session  this  week. 

Mrs.  Senseney  has  returned  to  her  home  in  Chambersburg.  Before 
leaving  she  was  the  recipient  of  a handsomely  framed  memento  from  the 
Literary  Club  in  Chambersburg  over  which  she  has  presided  for  nine 
years,  having  resigned  the  presidency  this  year.  The  gift  is  a 
beautiful  testimonial  of  appreciation. 


(continued  from  page  one) 

train  dashes  into  the  canyon  where  the  high  rocks  have  the  most 
fantastic  shapes. 

Worn,  seamed  and  furrowed  by  the  elements,  at  one  place  it  was  easy  to 
imagine  you  were  looking  at  the  ruins  of  a castle,  or  again  at  the  ruins 
of  Karnak,  while  the  reddish  masses  of  stone  on  soil  of  the  same  color 
still  further  reminded  one  of  Egypt. 

We  crossed  the  Pecos  on  the  highest  bridge  in  North  America,  and 
looking  over  the  ledge  of  the  window  we  tried  to  fathom  the  321  feet 
that  lay  below  us  in  the  moonlight. 

On  Sunday  morning  we  breakfasted  at  Sierra  Blanco  on  Spring  chicken 
and  other  good  things. 

Monday  found  us  at  El  Paso  on  the  western  border  of  Texas,  it  having 
taken  us  about  forty  hours  steady  travel  to  cross  this  great  State  in 
which  we  had  met  tropical  luxurience  of  vegetation  and  stony  barreness, 
where  we  had  felt  the  warmest  during  the  day,  the  coldest  during  the 
night  and  were  chased  across  the  western  border  in  a sand  storm. 

At  midnight  we  reached  Maricopa. 

Piloted  by  the  conducter  I found  myself  in  the  office  of  the  Edwards 
House  where  the  host  readily  agreed  to  "take  care  of  the  lady,"  and  I 
was  presently  shown  to  a room  on  the  second  floor  looking  out  on  the 
railroad  across  the  street. 

A lighted  tallow  candle  stood  on  a little  stand  by  the  bed,  but  tired 
as  I was  I could  not  bring  myself  to  go  to  bed  while  the  train  which  had 
brought  me  from  the  East  still  stood  in  sight;  so  I opened  the  casement 
and  stood  there,  hoping,  yet  knowing  it  was  vain  to  hope  for  some  sign, 
some  last  goodbye  from  the  train. 

A short  nap  was  interrupted  by  the  sound  of  some  one  coming  up  the 
stairs  and  rapping  at  several  doors  in  succession,  announcing: 

"Half  and  hour  of  train  time." 

He  did  not  come  to  my  door,  but  thinking  it  might  have  been  an 
omission  and  not  wishing  to  miss  the  only  train  in  24  hours  for  Phoenix, 
made  myself  ready  to  be  greeted  by  mine  host  on  presenting  myself  below 
stair  with: 

"I  didn't  call  you,  madam.  Your  tain  leaves  an  hour  later." 


"Left  again/'  was  a natural  reflection,  though  not  expressed. 

Waiting  at  the  station,  for  conveyance  to  the  school,  I saw  a company 
of  Indian  women  pass  under  the  trees  near  by. 

One  was  mounted  on  a pony  and  flourished  her  right  arm  with  very  free 
movements  over  the  head  of  her  animal  occasionally  bringing  to  bear  a 
stick  with  a slap  on  its  flanks. 

[Illegible]  of  this  never  moved  the  pony  out  of  his  walk  which  was  not 
fast  enough  for  him  to  distance  a woman  who  strode  over  the  ground  with 
an  olia  (pronounced  oya)  on  her  head,  carrying  herself  in  the  peculiarly 
steady  way  of  those  who  are  accustomed  to  carry  burdens. 

A beautiful  drive  of  three  miles  brought  me  to  my  journey's  end,  in 
the  beautiful  grounds  of  Phoenix  School. 


Base  Ball  Schedule  for  1900. 

Sat.  April  7th,  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia;  lost  6 to  7. 
Wednesday,  April  11th,  Mercersburg  at  Mercersburg;  lost  11  to  12. 
Thursday,  April  12th,  Syracuse  here;  won  7 to  5. 

Wednesday,  April  18th,  Lebanon  Valley  College  at  Annville;  tie  4 to  4. 

Saturday,  April  21st,  Cornell  at  Ithaca;  lost  13  to  4. 

Thursday,  April  26th,  our  second  team  at  Mercersburg;  lost  12  to  6. 
Wednesday,  May  2nd,  Georgetown  at  Washington,  lost  17  to  0. 

Thursday,  May  3rd,  Susquehanna,  here;  won,  9 to  6. 

Sat.,  May  5th,  Mercersburg,  here;  won  10  to  5. 

Wed.,  May  16th,  Lehigh  at  South  Bethlehem. 

Sat.,  May  19th,  Albright  at  Myerstown. 

Sat.,  May  26th,  Bucknell  at  Lewisburg. 

Tuesday,  May  29th,  Gettysburg,  here. 

Wed.,  May  30th,  Pennsylvania  R.R.Y.M.C.A.  at  Philadelphia. 

Sat.,  Dune  2,  Lafayette  at  Easton. 

Sat.,  Dune  9,  Gettysburg  at  Gettysburg. 

Wed.,  Dune  13th,  State  at  State. 


One  of  our  girls  who  is  cook  at  a Western  school  says:  "I  am  proud  of 
Carlisle,  and  especially  of  her  outing.  It  is  there  I learned  to  work, 
and  today  I have  my  reward  in  being  able  to  manage  the  cooking  for  over 
a hundred  scholars  for  Uncle  Sam.  I have  an  assistant  who  does  her  work 
well.  I receive  a hundred  dollars  a quarter.  May  Carlisle  scatter  her 
students  like  seeds  to  show  your  good  work  for  Indians." 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  10  letters. 

My  6,  2,  3,  1,  10  causes  the  Indians  much  trouble  and  anxiety. 

Lions  live  in  my  4,  5,  9. 

Fishermen  use  my  6,  7,  9,  5. 

Medicine  is  measured  by  my  4,  8,  10,  5. 

Certain  Indian  boys  are  on  the  hunt  just  now  for  my  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6, 
7,  8,  9,  10  on  the  campus. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  A balky  mule. 

"RE : The  Buckskin"  
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Sub j : the  buckskin 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

buckskin . . . 

It  was  down  South  somewhere  amidst  the  cedars  and  pinon  pine,  their 
shaggy  limbs  hiding  the  deer  in  the  far  off  place  on  Indian  land.  A 
young  man  with  a ponytail  and  gray  eyes  took  his  time  and  fired  off  a 
single  shot  and  dropped  the  deer  where  it  stood. 

With  the  help  of  his  brother  and  girlfriend  they  tied  it  high  in  the 


trees  and  left  it  till  nightfall  and  later  came  and  took  it  home  where 
it  was  raised  into  the  oak  tree  and  there  it  cured.  The  weather  was 
cold  then  and  after  a while,  they  skinned  it,  Sioux  style,  since  his 
mother  was  from  Oglala,  she  moved  as  if  dancing,  pulling  here,  touching 
the  knife  here  and  there  and  it  was  butchered  in  no  time  as  she  talked 
about  how  such  things  are  done. 

The  skin  was  hung  on  the  clothesline  and  left  there  and  became  like  a 
still  sail  in  the  wind,  swing  to  and  fro  covered  with  frost.  They  had 
already  four  other  deer  dried  for  winter  and  this  skin  was  left  to  the 
wind . 

A visitor  dropped  by,  a man  with  braids  from  Ute  country  who  visited 
and  saw  the  buckskin  hanging  there  and  walked  over  to  it.  The  men 
talked  about  hunting  and  way  it  was  this  fall  and  that  it  was  a good 
year  for  such  things.  In  the  way  of  talking,  he  did  not  mention  it, 
just  merely  looked  at  it  and  they  offered  it  him,  and  told  him  to  take 
it  back  with  him.  It  was  stiff  and  hard  and  the  woman  from  Oglala 
packed  it  good  and  made  it  so  the  fur  would  come  off  easily  and  they 
gave  it  to  him 

In  time  he  got  back  to  Ute  country,  the  high  mountains  of  the  Uintahs 
and  set  the  skin  outside.  His  grandmother  found  it  and  took  it  with  her 
and  worked  it,  making  sure  all  the  fur  was  taken  off,  and  makes  it 
soft,  working  it  slowly  until  it  became  white  and  it  was  large  and 
there  were  no  holes  or  tears  in  it.  She  set  it  on  the  shelf  and  left 
it  there  for  a later  time. 

There  was  a Navajo  guy,  a wanderer  who  traveled  the  lands  of  many 
reservation  selling  his  silver  jewelry;  working  over  the  long  winter 
making  rings,  bracelets  and  those  things  that  could  be  handmade  and 
packing  them  up  with  bags  of  Hatch  green  chile.  He  stopped  by  Santo 
Domingo,  a Pueblo  by  Santa  Fe  and  visited  a heishi  maker,  Chavez  and 
picked  up  strands  of  turquoise,  coral  and  sea  shells  all  done  by  hand 
and  traded  silver  between  them,  after  a cup  of  coffee  and  some  Pueblo 
bread  the  silversmith  from  Dennehotso  hit  the  road  and  went  North.  He 
found  himself  in  Ute  lands  and  dropped  by  to  visit,  to  trade  for  dance 
bussels,  small  ones  for  his  son  and  found  his  way  to  a small  house  and 
a warm  meal.  On  the  shelf  he  saw  a nice  tanned  buckskin  and  traded  for 
it,  some  Santo  Domingo  heishi  and  silver  and  so  it  was  done. 

When  he  came  home  he  presented  his  son  with  the  bussels  and  his  son 
showed  him  the  way  he  moved  as  a pow  wow  dancer,  it  was  like  watching  a 
new  born  horse,  a fold  moving  haltingly  and  out  of  kilter  but  he 
laughed  and  told  him  you  are  learning  and  the  pow  wow  is  not  far  off. 
Duly  4th  in  Window  Rock,  you  can  dance  all  day... 

A young  girl  from  Mexican  Springs  was  thinking  of  her  father,  he  came 
from  Wind  River,  an  Arapaho  and  he  was  far  from  home,  her  mother  and 
him  had  left  one  another  in  Albuquerque.  She  could  hear  him  singing  pow 
wow  songs  in  the  silence  of  her  room  and  she  layed  on  her  bed  she 
thought  it  would  be  so  nice  to  dance  traditional  with  a buckskin  dress. 
Her  grandmother  from  Ethete  had  make  her  moccasins  and  she  had  a large 
belt  and  shawls  from  her  aunts,  all  the  things  she  needed  but  what  was 
missing  was  a dress  to  dance  in,  a long  one  that  would  cover  her  with 
fringes,  one  with  beadwork  covering  the  shoulders  and  reaching  down  to 
her  arms.  What  were  they  called... cut  glass  beads,  small  ones  that  take 
a long  time  to  sew  on,  they  glisten  in  the  sunlight. 

Her  colors  were  dark  red  and  yellow  and  with  just  the  right  dress  it 
would  be  something  to  see.  She  sat  way  out  there  on  the  flat  land,  not 
far  from  the  Kinsel  place,  near  Hooshtah,  Rabbit  Brush  it  was  called 
and  you  could  hear  the  pow  wow  songs  playing  over  and  over  and  you 
could  see  her  dancing  in  the  fancy  style  of  young  women,  twisting  and 
turning,  her  shawl  flipping  out  and  moving  as  she  spun  around  not 
skipping  a beat.  She  learned  all  those  songs,  a Crow  Hop,  a slow 
traditional  dance,  the  trick  songs,  all  recorded  by  her  uncles  who  sang 
with  the  White  River  singers  and  recorded  on  tapes  made  at  pow  wows  all 
winter  long,  now  playing  in  her  place  sent  as  presents  for  her  young 
ears . 

Her  mother  worked  as  a bank  teller  and  at  lunch  went  around  Gallup 
picking  up  small  buckskin,  white  tanned  ones  and  brought  them  to  a 


Kiowa  woman,  an  elderly  woman  down  the  street  who  sat  at  home  all  day 
with  nothing  and  she  worked  on  them  pieces.  She  needed  more  but  the 
cost  was  too  high.  The  mother  found  a place  with  a sign  selling  white 
buckskin,  it  was  cheap  and  looking  at  it  closely  she  knew  from  years  of 
herding  sheep  and  seeing  the  skins  of  lambs,  goats  and  sheep  that  these 
were  dyed  sheepskin.  She  listened  to  the  trader  tell  her  they  were 
buckskins,  genuine.  She  didn't  say  anything  they  never  listened  anyway, 
her  eyes  told  him  silently  without  a word  what  they  were  and  she  left. 

The  trader  stood  there  and  talked  about  how  some  people  try  to  come 
into  his  and  tell  him  his  business,  who  do  they  think  they  are... she  left 
and  could  find  none. 

Returning  to  the  bank  she  found  a man  trying  to  cash  a check  from 
Idaho,  he  had  ID  but  no  account.  She  told  him  he  would  have  to  find 
another  place.  He  stood  there  and  something  about  his  eyes,  said  help 
with  this  if  you  can.  She  spoke  with  him  and  he  talked  about  his 
travels  to  different  places,  trading  the  things  from  here  with  what  he 
found  there,  bags  of  chile,  silver,  sage,  pueblo  potter,  Hopi  overlay 
and  his  silver  jewelry.  This  check  was  from  Ute  Country  from  some 
people  there,  he  had  traded  some  things  and  they  wanted  a concho  belt 
made  and  he  traded  for  some  beadwork  and  a buckskin,  a large  white 
one.  She  stood  there  and  listened  to  him  and  asked  him  do  you  have  it, 
the  buckskin  and  he  said  it  is  at  home  in  Dennehotso  far  from  here. 

She  took  the  check  and  gave  him  his  money  and  on  a Saturday  morning 
she  saw  him  at  the  Flea  Market  selling  his  wares  and  he  reached  into  a 
gunnysack  and  brought  out  the  buckskin,  it  was  soft  and  supple,  not 
hard  like  store  bought  skins.  He  told  her  it  came  from  North  Dakota  and 
found  it's  way  to  Ute  Country  and  now  to  here.  That  it  was  tanned  in 
the  old  way  and  with  care.  He  gave  it  to  her  and  said,  this  is  for  your 
kindness . 

She  said  no,  I will  pay  for  it,  but  he  wouldn't  take  any  money.  He  told 
her.  No,  you  helped  me  and  it  was  what  I needed  that  day.  I had  to  my 
truck  fixed  and  would  have  been  stranded  in  town  if  not  for  you.  Here, 
go  ahead  and  take  it. 

Morning  came  early,  it  was  the  day  of  the  Pow  Wow,  and  grand  entry  was 
at  7 tonight.  This  young  girl  layer  there  and  reached  over  and  turned 
on  the  tape  and  slid  out  of  bed  and  with  the  sound  of  drums  beating  in 
the  background  danced  down  the  hallway  to  wash  her  face.  She  twirled  in 
her  pajamas,  doing  a scissor  kick  crisscrossing  her  legs  and  turning 
her  hair  flying  around  and  she  spun.  In  the  flash  of  a turn  she  saw  it 
lying  on  the  living  room  couch,  it  was  white,  with  blue  and  yellow  cut 
glass  beads  covering  the  shoulders,  and  fringes,  it  was  white  made  in 
the  fashion  of  a traditional  dancer. 

Where  did  it  come  from? 

It  is  yours...  go  ahead  and  try  it  on. 

She  stood  there  looking  at  it  and  walked  over  to  it  and  picked  up. 

It  is  Grand  Entry,  and  the  Pow  Wow  arbors  open  to  the  East  and  flag  is 
to  raised  by  old  Indian  veterans  dressed  in  green  fatigues  and  standing 
in  the  middle  of  the  circle.  The  White  River  drum  group  is  singing  the 
flag  song  and  the  first  song  after  that  is  an  intertribal. 

Everyone  dances  and  the  group  speeds  up  the  tempo  just  a bit,  all  the 
dancers  are  out  there,  their  feathers  twisting  and  turning,  the  old  men 
move  in  the  slow  steps  of  traditional  dancers,  and  the  old  women  with 
their  buckskins  stand  in  single  file  with  eagle  feathers  in  their 
hands,  the  young  men  on  the  outside  showing  the  fancy  steps  and  quick 
steps  of  young  warriors ...  how  they  move. 

One  of  those  White  River  singers  looks  over  and  sees  a young  girl 
moving  like  a whirlwind,  dancing,  kicking  up  high  and  each  step  falling 
with  the  drumbeat. 

Yeeee....he  yelps  and  bangs  the  drum  down  hard  and  lets  out  his 
wail... she  is  dressed  in  white  buckskin,  blue  and  yellow  and  she  moves 
like  the  wind.... what  a sight.. and  she  dances  round  and  round... this  young 
girl... her  fringes  moving  and  the  shawl  on  her  arm,  it  is  her  time  and 
she  has  a dress  that  is  white... look  at  it... oh  how  nice  it  is... and  she 
dances  in  the  way  of  her  grandmothers .. .that  young  girl 
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Date:  Fri,  29  May  1998  11:27:59  -0600 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj(30KWAY.0KSTATE . EDU> 

Sub j : Learning  or  moving... 

To  all. 

Dust  a relevant  quote,  those  who  wish  to  learn  will  stay,  as  for 
the  rest: 

"It  doesn't  interest  me  to  know  where  you  live  or  how  much  money  you 
have.  I want  to  know  if  you  can  get  up  after  the  night  of  grief  and 
despair,  weary  and  bruised  to  the  bone,  and  do  what  needs  to  be  done 
for  the  children. 

It  doesn't  interest  me  who  you  know  or  how  you  came  to  be  here.  I 
want  to  know  if  you  will  stand  in  the  center  of  the  fire  with  me  and 
not  shrink  back. 

It  doesn't  interest  me  where  or  what  or  with  whom  you  have  studied, 
want  to  know  what  sustains  you  from  the  inside  when  all  else  falls 
away.  I want  to  know  if  you  can  be  alone  with  yourself  and  if  you 
truly  like  the  company  you  keep  in  the  empty  moments. 

--Oriah  Mountain  Dreamer" 

and  I say: 


They  Fall  Away 

There  are  always, 
and  will  always  be, 
people  who  Wannabe, 
but  cannot  be, 
and  are  not, 

Indian . 

These  will  fall  away, 
in  the  tough  times, 
the  hungry  times. 

These  will  fall  away, 
in  the  times, 
when  it's  not  popular, 
to  be  an  Indian. 

The  first  time, 
their  kid, 

gets  trashed  at  school. 

The  first  time, 
they  lose  a job, 
and  EEO  is  nowhere, 
to  be  found, 
for  an  Indian. 

The  first  time, 

they  have  to  go  without, 

because  there  is, 

no  work, 

and  no  money. 


The  first  time, 
when  suddenly, 
they  are  not, 
a cocktail  party  item. 

The  first  time, 
when  bullets  fly, 
through  the  walls, 
of  their  house. 

The  first  time, 
they  are  asked  to  move, 
without  a reason, 
from  their  landlord. 

Then  we'll  see, 
what  they  will  do, 
that  first  time. 

Then  we'll  see, 
what  they  will  say, 
that  first  time. 

Then  we'll  see, 
who's  an  Indian. 

Then  we'll  see. 

Who  they  say  they  are. 

Dohn  Berry 
Oklahoma 
C 1998 

"RE ; Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Date:  Mon,  24  Dul  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


AUKAKE 
August 
Mahoe  Mua 
6 

Your  spirit  will  lead  you  to  those  you  were  meant  to  know. 

7 

Take  time  to  look  at  clouds  and  sunsets  and  the  beauty  of  natu 

8 

Make  your  mind  a quiet  place  of  peace  and  solitude. 

9 

No  truth  is  ever  absolute. 

10 

The  orchid  embodies  the  perfection  of  diversity. 

11 

Never  be  afraid  to  experience  life. 

12 

The  song  of  the  ocean  is  captured  forever  in  the  tiniest  shell 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Celebration  Tour  2000  Announcement"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Dul  2000  01:34:57  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Dan  Smoke  <dsmoke@julian.uwo.ca> 


Sub j : Celebration  Tour  2000  Announcement 


Media  Release 

For  Immediate  Release  Duly  26  2000 

CHRW  to  help  Aboriginal  Voices 
London,  ON,  Wednesday  Duly  26,  2000 

CHRW  94.7  FM  will  be  co-presenting  the  Aboriginal  Voices  Rock  and  Roll 
Celebration  Tour  2000  Friday  August  11,  2000  at  8 pm  at  The  Spoke  in  the 
University  Community  Centre  on  the  UWO  campus. 

The  Aboriginal  Voices  Rock  and  Roll  Celebration  Tour  2000  will  feature 
1999  Canadian  Aboriginal  Music  Male  Artist  of  the  year  Derek  Miller  with 
his  band  Universal  Light  and  Montee  Sinqua.  Also  on  the  bill,  Iqualuit 
sensation  Lucie  Idlout  and  "the  best  Rock  and  Roll  band  in  Indian  Country 
today,"  Keith  Secola  and  his  Wild  Band  of  Indians.  All  three  are  headliners 
in  their  own  right.  A local  band  will  open  up  the  show  at  the  Spoke  with  a 
20  minute  set. 

The  tour  is  a celebration  put  on  by  Aboriginal  Voices  Radio  who,  under 
the  direction  of  Gary  Farmer,  recently  won  the  right  to  the  106.5  FM  radio 
frequency  in  Toronto.  The  station,  featuring  all  Aboriginal  music  and 
announcers,  will  begin  broadcasting  in  several  months.  There  are  several 
dates  for  the  tour  throughout  Ontario  in  late  Duly  and  August  with  London 
getting  the  coveted  Friday  night  slot  on  August  11. 

Dan  Smoke,  one  of  the  hosts  of  CHRW's  Smoke  Signals  - First  Nations  radio- 
is  thrilled  about  concert.  "The  line  up  is  incredible!  Normally,  you  could 
expect  to  pay  a lot  to  see  just  one  of  these  artists  but  here  they  are  all  on 
the  same  stage.  We're  extremely  excited  at  showing  London  how  amazing 
Aboriginal  music  is." 

Tickets  for  this  rare  event  are  available  at  CHRW  or  the  Spoke,  both  in 
the  UCC  at  Western  for  17  dollars  in  advance  or  20  dollars  at  the  door. 

2 dollars  from  each  advance  ticket  sale  will  go  towards  CHRW's  fundraising 
efforts.  CHRW  Program  Director  Tom  Everett  echoes  Smoke's  enthusiasm. 

"When  Aboriginal  Voices  came  to  us  to  ask  for  help  with  this  concert  we 
jumped  at  the  chance.  It's  a great  opportunity  to  showcase  some  world  class 
artists  and  show  support  for  another  community  radio  station  in  the  process. 
Hopefully,  this  can  evolve  into  a regular  event  rather  than  a one  time 
occurrence. " 

The  event  is  open  to  everyone  in  the  community  and  free  parking  is 
available  at  the  Huron  College  lot  across  the  street  from  the  University 
Community  Centre. 

-30  - 

For  further  information  on  the  Aboriginal  Voices  Rock  and  Roll  Celebration 

Tour  2000  please  contact  Dan  or  Mary  Lou  Smoke  659  4682 

Tom  Everett  at  661  3601 

Aboriginal  Voices  Radio  1 800  324-6067. 

or  check  www.aborginalvoices.com 

All  My  Relations 

Dan  Smoke  - Asayenes  & Mary  Lou  Smoke  - Asayenes  Kwe 

Producers/Hosts  "Smoke  Signals"  First  Nations  Radio  Program 

Radio  Western,  CHRW,  94.7  FM  http://www.chrw.fm.net  on  Sat.  1-3:00  p.m. 

(519)  659-4682  fax  (519)  453-3676 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  30  Duly  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Fri,  7 Apr  2000  06:35:41  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Fw:  [ndn-aim]  ALL  VETERANS  POWWOW 

Forwarded  by  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  19:52:25  -0400 


From:  "Dimmy  Boy  Dial"  <DBDial911@home . com> 

I have  been  asked  by  the  N.A.I.V.A.  to  pass  on  the  following 
to  as  many  Veterans  as  possible.  If  you  are  an  Indian  Veteran 
please  make  every  effort  to  attend  this  ALL-VETERANS  Event 
this  year.  Please  pass  this  to  other  Indian  Veterans.  I will  send 
out  more  information  as  it  is  received. 

Dimmy  Boy  Dial 
Editor,  The  Spike 
http://www.thespike.com 


Duly  21-22-23/00 
SALAMANCA,  NY 

The  North  American  Iroquois  Veterans  Association  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
at  Veteran's  Park  on  Broad  St.  Dack  Dohnson  1-716-283-0084. 

Barb  Hemlock  1-716-337-3714 
Vendors:  Len  Longley  1-716-754-2169 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 


Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 


Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 


will  be  posted  at  the  website. 
For  more  information  contact: 
Timothy  Montler 
P.0.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol.net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.C;  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 


Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana , Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Friday 
8 PM 


Grand  Entry 
Saturday 

1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 
Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

3r . Girl ' s Cloth 
3r.  Boys  Straight 
3r.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Friday  Night 
49  Contest 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Coordinator 


Activities 

Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning  Sunday  Morning 

Stop  Dance  Leader  Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Horseshoe 

Bridget  Cook  Tournament 

Coordinator  Chrisie  & Wayne 

(Ages  3-12)  Blalock 

Coordinators 


Shell  Shaker 
Contests  Day 
Blalock 
Coordinator 


Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc . edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Dasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Dackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Dennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 


intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Doyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Sub j : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 

32nd  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Pow-wow 
Wichita,  Kansas 
Duly  28,29,30/2 000 
316-821-9997 

Global  Peace  Walks  scheduled  for  other  major  areas  in  US. 
St.  Louis  August  15,  2000 

United  Nations  - New  York  - October  24,  2000 
Washington,  D.C.  - October  9,  2000 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 
From:  gars@netcom.com 
Sub j : The  Circle 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  01  Dul  2000  09:04:39  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Mid-Summer/Early  Fall  Pow  Wow  listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 
-Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000- 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 
GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 


-Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them  are 
being  listed  for  the  first  time.- 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation.* 

Aug.  4-5:  Bell  Pow  Wow,  east  of  Stillwell,  OK.  Info:  Thomas  Muskrat  (918) 
696-4480. 

Aug.  4-6:  Kaw  Pow  Wow,  1/2  mile  west  of  Washunga  Bay  entrance  on  Kaw  Lake, 
Kaw  City,  OK.  Info:  Donna  Villa  (417)  364-7114. 

Aug.  11-13:  Annual  IICOT  Pow  Wow,  inside  the  air-conditioned  Expo  Building 
at  the  Tulsa  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info:  (918)  836-1523. 

Aug.  11-13:  Thunderbird  Society  American  Indian  Days  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
fairgrounds,  Vandalia,  MO.  Traders  by  invitation  only.  All  dogs  must  be  on 
leash.  Day  money  paid  out  for  each  Grand  Entry  - to  be  paid  out  on  Sunday. 
Info:  Penny  Cearley  (573)  581-1777,  ext.  527. 

Aug.  18-20:  Clear  Creek  Pow  Wow,  at  Nevada,  MO.  Turn  right  on  Hwy.  K,  left 
at  the  water  tower,  then  follow  the  signs.  Info:  Ed  Woodington,  Route  1, 

Milo,  MO  64767  or  call  (417)  944-2745. 

Aug.  19-20:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  at  Lone  Star  Lakes  Lodge, 
Chuckatuck,  VA.  Free  admission  & free  parking.  GE:  12:00  noon,  dancing  til 
6:00pm.  Info:  Chief  Earl  Bass  (757)  393-1637  or  Debbie  Smith  (757)  421-3160, 
or  e-mail:  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com,  or  write:  Nansemond  Tribal 
Association,  PO  Box  2095,  Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Aug.  24-27:  124th  Annual  Ponca  Pow  Wow,  Ponca  City,  OK.  Info:  (580) 

762-8104. 

Aug.  26:  Bishigendan  Akii  (Respect  the  Earth)  American  Indian  Festival,  Town 
Point  Park,  Norfolk,  VA.  Info:  Biah  Seminole  (757)  425-7992  or  Festevents 
(757)  441-2345. 

Sept.  1-3:  Ottawa  Tribal  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  Adawe  Park,  5 miles  east 
of  Miami,  OK.  Info:  (918)  540-1536. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Fleal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM : Flawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV : 3im  Pennell;  FID:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9024. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Flours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  1-4:  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival,  at  the  Choctaw  Nation  Capitol 
Grounds,  Tuskahoma,  OK.  There  will  be  Choctaw  Indian  Village,  a Civil  War 
re-enactment.  Traditional  Singing,  historical  dramas,  Choctaw  crafts,  food 
and  folklore.  Special  entertainment  featuring:  Loretta  Lynn,  David  Frizzell, 
lanie  Fricke,  Diamond  Rio,  and  others.  Info:  (800)  522-6170. 

Sept.  2-3:  11th  Annual  Running  Waters  Pow  Wow,  at  Ridge  Ferry  Park,  in  Rome, 
GA.  MC:  Richard  Bird;  HM : Bullet  Standingdeer;  H L : Laretta  Weaver;  FID:  Bird 
Chopper;  AD:  Damie  Pheasant;  ST:  Fred  Bradley;  WS:  Native  American  Warrior 
Society  & Honor  Guard;  FP:  Sara  Bird;  GO:  10:00am  each  day;  GC:  10pm 
Saturday,  6pm  Sunday;  GE:  Saturday  at  1:00pm  & 7:00pm,  Sunday  at  at  1:00pm; 
Admission:  Adults  - $5.00,  Senior  Citizens  & Teens  (13-17)  - $3.00,  12  & 
under  - free.  Info:  Native  American  Preservation  Association  of  Georgia, 

Inc.,  PO  Box  565,  Rome,  GA  30162-0565  or  phone:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714, 
or  fmblair@aol.com. 

Sept.  8-10:  Moberly  Pow  Wow,  at  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit.  Info:  Harold  Carlson  (660)  263-3009. 

Sept.  9-10:  Trail  of  Tears  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Trail  of  Tears 
Commemorative  Park,  Hopkinsville,  KY.  Info:  (270)  886-8033. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & lerry  Denton;  HL:  3aye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 


Under  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Indian  Summer  Festival  Pow  Wow,  at  Bartlesville  Community 
Center,  Bartlesville,  OK.  Arts,  crafts,  storytelling,  cultural 
demonstrations,  juried  art  show,  & more.  Info:  (918)  337-2787. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow  & Cultural 
Festival,  at  Greensboro  Country  Park,  Greensboro,  NC.  MC:  Keith  Colston;  HM: 
Ray  Sylva;  HL:  Brenda  Sylva;  AD:  Ray  Jacobs;  HD:  A wo  ha  li;  Head  Judge: 
Archie  Lynch.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Sept.  15-17:  Eastern  Shawnee  Pow  Wow,  West  Seneca,  OK.  Take  Hwy.  60  from 
Seneca,  MO,  and  go  left  on  Oneida  Street.  Info:  (800)  957-2435. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weopons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

# I apologize  for  any  omissions.  Sometimes,  in  the  length  of  time  between 
composing  these  newsletters  there  may  be  an  event  that  comes  & goes  before  I 
get  around  to  doing  an  update;  and  occasionally  I may  lose  a listing;  but  I 
haven't  purposefully  left  any  event  unlisted.  # 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  — 

Date:  Sat,  29  Jul  2000  23:31:57  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  July  31  - Aug  3 

2)  Wellness  Edition  Topics  for  August 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  July  31-  Aug  3 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 7/31:  A Walk  to  Remember 

A group  of  Native  Americans  are  on  a Spirit  Journey  around  Lake  Superior. 

The  Walk  brings  attention  to  the  destruction  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  the 
worlds  fresh  water  supplies.  The  Walk  is  a vision  by  the  late  Ojibway  Walt 
Bressette  who  spent  his  life  in  the  protection  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  his 
people.  Can  the  Walk  to  Remember  bring  about  the  healing  of  this  country's 
damaged  fresh  water  supplies?  Guests  include  Esther  Nahgahnub  and  Frank 
Koehen  who  are  co-organizing  the  Walk  to  Remember. 

TUE  - 8/l:Curent  Events 

It's  Current  Events  time  and  we'll  be  updating  you  on  what's  happening 
across  Native  America.  We  also  ask  you  to  call  in  with  what's  going  on  in 
your  community. 

WED  - 8/2:  Juvenile  Justice 

A recent  report  says  that  Native  youths  are  increasingly  committing  crimes. 
The  Coalition  of  Juvenile  Justice  says  that  Native  youths  are  also  getting 
arrested  more,  suffering  more  from  depression  and  are  abusing  drugs  and 
alcohol  at  record  rates.  What  can  we  do  to  reverse  this  dangerous  trend  and 
ensure  the  survival  of  our  future  generations?  Guests  include  a member  from 
the  Coalition  for  Juvenile  Justice. 

THU  - 8/3:  Native  Congressional  Update: 

Congress  is  closing  down  for  it's  August  recess  as  the  Republican  and 
Democratic  conventions  begin.  Find  out  what  legislation  was  passed  that 


helps  or  hurts  Indian  Country.  Guests  include  Kimberly  Teehee,  Legislative 
aid  to  the  Native  American  Congressional  Caucus. 

2)  Wellness  Edition  Topics  for  August 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

FRI  - 8/4:  Disabilities  (ADA  Anniversary) : 

After  nearly  30  years  of  grass  roots  civil  rights  work,  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act  was  finally  signed  into  law  in  1990.  Given  the  long 
struggle  to  end  the  exclusion  of  people  with  disabilities , why  is  Indian 
Country  still  so  far  behind  the  rest  of  the  nation  when  it  comes  to 
providing  equal  opportunities  for  disabled  people?  Do  we  lack  the  funding 
and  the  resources  to  ensure  that  the  ADA  has  an  impact  on  Native  people?  Do 
we  have  a special  challenge  in  fulfilling  the  aims  of  ADA  because  of  the 
remoteness  of  our  communities?  loin  us  as  we  talk  about  disabilities  and 
our  capacity  to  ensure  equality  for  disabled  people  in  our  Native  communities. 
FRI  - 8/11:  Fetal  Alcohol  Syndrome: 

Despite  existing  education  and  prevention  programs.  Fetal  Alcohol  Syndrome 
continues  to  be  an  enormous  risk  for  Native  children.  What  is  being  done  to 
prevent  pregnant  women  from  drinking?  Are  the  education  strategies  that  are 
currently  in  place  providing  enough  awareness?  Legislation  was  recently 
reintroduced  that  could  provide  up  to  $65  million  dollars  in  Fetal  Alcohol 
Syndrome  prevention  and  treatment.  loin  us  as  we  talk  about  the 
implications  of  drinking  and  pregnancy  in  Native  communities. 

FRI  - 8/18:  Medicare: 

How  dependent  are  Native  elders  and  seniors  on  the  Medicare  system?  Are 
changes  in  the  Medicare  program  going  to  influence  our  Native  communities? 

As  the  overall  population  ages,  and  as  our  Native  population  ages,  is 
Medicare  going  to  be  increasingly  important  to  ensure  and  maintain  the 
health  of  our  people?  How  can  we  ensure  that  diabetes,  heart  disease,  and 
cancer  will  be  adequately  treated  in  the  future?  We  will  talk  about  whether 
or  not  changes  in  the  Medicare  plan  can  address  the  disparity  between 
Native  and  non-Native  health  as  our  people  grow  older. 

FRI  - 8/25:  Prescription  Drugs: 

The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  is  considering  making  several  prescription 
drugs  available  over  the  counter.  Considering  that  the  Indian  Health 
Service  doesn't  even  provide  patients  with  access  to  all  available  drugs 
now,  what  would  this  move  suggest  for  our  health?  Would  it  provide  any 
benefit  to  Native  people?  Would  it  make  the  treatment  of  certain  illnesses 
easier  for  people  living  in  remote  communities  and  on  reservations?  loin  us 
to  talk  about  the  pros  and  cons  of  switching  medication  from  under  the 
counter  to  over-the-counter. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Chris  Milda,  Nancy  Thomas,  John  D Berry,  Gary  Smith,  Martha  Ture,  KOLA  HQ, 
Sumer  W Cree,  Sheridan  Murphy,  Marsha  Shaiman,  Debbie  Sanders,  Eric  Martin, 
Akicita  Honkska  via  Dianne  Howard,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Dan  Smoke,  lanet  Smith,  Clay  Watson,  lohnnie  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  8 22:33:27  2000 
Date:  Tue,  8 Aug  2000  18:57:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.033 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  FOL-L,  LPDC,  KOLA  Newslist, 
Innu-L  & NatFilm  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http : //www . a z star net . com/public /dnews/000724wworldbrief s . html 
http://www.arizonarepublic.com/news/articles/0728navajoelex.html 
http : //www .azcentral. com/ news /0801navelex01 . html 

http : //my . aol . com/ news/ story . tmpl? tab le=n&cat=0180&id =0007230244263 869 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"We,  who  are  clay  blended  by  the  Master  Potter,  come  from  the  kiln  of 
Creation  in  many  hues.  How  can  people  say  one  skin  is  colored,  when 
each  has  its  own  coloration:  What  should  it  matter  that  one  bowl  is 
dark  and  the  other  pale,  if  each  is  of  good  design  and  serves  its 
purpose  well?" 

Polingaysi  Qyawayma,  Hopi 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 


I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  I 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Dourney  | 

i The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  ! 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  | 

| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | 

i ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 


Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  history  of  US-Indian  relations  is  one  of  intolerance  and  greed  on 
the  part  of  the  invaders.  From  the  first  contact  through  western  expansion 
the  policy  and  the  singular  purpose  was  one  of  acquisition  without  any 
regard  to  morality  or  consideration  of  the  Native  Peoples  being  uprooted, 
pushed  aside  and  annihilated.  It  is  much  the  same  throughout  Turtle  Island, 
but  I am  going  to  focus  on  the  United  States  with  reason. 

The  United  States  government  assumed  absolute,  divine  right  and  total 
plenary  power.  The  usual  recourse  to  justified  resistance  was  termination. 
Many  treaties  were  made,  all  with  little  intent  to  do  other  than  remove 
those  the  Europeans  considered  subhuman  and  a nuisance. 

The  next  tactic,  invoked  in  the  late  1800 's  and  carried  through  to  the 
early  1900' s was  forced  assimilation.  If  all  the  red  nations  could  not 
be  terminated,  then  the  next  best  answer  was  to  simply  make  them  Caucasians 
in  red  packages.  This  policy  was  best  illustrated  by  Pratt  and  the  Carlisle 
Indian  School  he  presided  over.  If  you  walk  on  the  tarmac  parking  lots  now 
paved  over  the  graves  of  children  who  gave  up  hope  at  these  places  of 
damnation,  you  can  still  feel  and  hear  their  anguished  cries. 

As  world  war  two  came  to  a halt,  and  a wave  of  anti-almost-anything-we- 
don 't-like-must-be-communist  hysteria  swept  the  country,  the  policy 
toward  Native  Peoples  returned  to  one  of  termination.  This  was  primarily 
termination  of  tribes  on  paper;  but  it  also  included  involuntary 
sterilization  of  our  women  in  IHS  hospitals.  Paint  it  any  way  you  want 
to,  that  still  comes  out  genocide. 

Now  the  US  is  in  a mode  of  "self  governance".  This  doesn't  mean  Indian 
sovereignty  is  finally  being  recognized  by  an  imperialist,  elitist  nation. 

It  means  just  another  way  to  worm  out  of  honoring  the  tattered  remains 
of  the  treaties. 

You  are  probably  wondering  where  I'm  going  with  this. 

There's  an  election  coming  up  - a big  one.  The  person  who  is  elected 


president  of  the  United  States  is  probably  going  to  place  a lot  of  judges 
on  the  Supreme  Court.  He  is  going  to  appoint  a Secretary  of  the  Interior 
and  a Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  people  elected  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  can  and 
will  propose  legislation  that  will  either  honor  or  further  degrade 
the  letter  and  intent  of  treaties. 

I've  heard  the  argument  that  voting  is  tacit  acknowledgement  that  we  are 
really  subjects  of  the  United  States  and  not  really  sovereign  nations. 

Get  a clue  from  the  brief  history  I just  went  over.  I'm  not  going  to  argue 
that  point  with  anyone.  Dust  consider  the  consequences  to  your  children 
and  their  children. 


Further,  I'm  not  going  to  even  suggest  who  you  should  or  should  not 
consider  if  you  do  decide  to  vote. 


I am  going  to  tell  you  this.  The  "Indian  Question"  is  still  being  asked. 
The  answers  vary  from  ugly  to  downright  hateful.  There  are,  however, 
degrees  of  each;  and  I ask  one  thing. 

Listen  very  carefully  and  choose  wisely. 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Brazil  Action  Alert 


Date:  Fri,  04  Aug  2000  23:21:25  -0400 
From:  not@inthe.game  ( justanoldman) 
Sub j : ACTION  ALERT  - BRAZIL 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


d'laan'te'..  A telephone  call  a few  minutes  ago  brought  this  request 


for  your  assistance.  There  is  a risk  that  yet  another  massacre  of  Indian 
relations  is  about  to  break  loose  in  northern  Brazil.  I ask  that  you 
contact  the  closest  Brazilian  embassy/consulate/trade  office  to  you  & let 
them  know  that  you  are  watching,  that  the  whole  world  is  watching. 

The  Caiapos  Nation  numbered  an  estimated  20,000-30,000  just  25  years  ago. 
Today  there  are  about  3,000-5,000  survivors  struggling  to  maintain  their 
livelihood  in  this  small  corner  of  the  vanishing  Amazonian  rain  forest. 

Most  of  the  deaths  have  been  due  to  attacks  by  paramilitary  gangs  of 
heavily  armed  men,  many  suspected  to  be  army  & police  units  of  the  State 
of  Para.  The  Caiapos  have  been  recognized  as  proprietors  of  their 
ancestral  lands  by  Brazilian  courts,  but  have  not  been  able  to  force  the 
state  government  to  abide  by  either  the  decrees  of  the  courts  or  the 
directives  of  the  federal  government  to  "demarcate'  the  Caiapos  ancestral 
territory . 

In  Brazil,  demarcation  is  the  setting  aside  of  anywhere  from  5%-10%  of 
an  Indian  Nation's  ancestral  territory  as  being  exclusively  for  their 
use/control/management.  The  demarcation,  however,  requires  the  agreement 
of  state  governments,  so  over  80%  of  the  few  surviving  Indian  Nations  in 
Brazil  are  still  awaiting  confirmation  of  their  rights  even  though  the 
courts  & federal  government  have  declared  the  land  in  question  to  be 
Indian  land  in  every  legal  sense.  (This  "state  govt  veto  power  over  Indian 
rights"  sounds  a lot  like  the  model  Presidential  hopeful  George  Bush  Dr. 
intends  to  apply  in  the  USA.) 

Of  the  (conservatively)  estimated  15,000,000-20,000,000  Indians  in  Brazil 
in  1800,  less  than  200,000  remain  alive  today.  CONAI,  the  Brazilian 
government's  equivalent  of  a Dept  of  Indian  Affairs,  with  it's  staff  of 
six  (6)  people,  has  estimated  that  over  100,000  Indian  men,  women  & 
children  have  been  butchered  by  "paramilitary  units"  since  1960.  Because 
they  "stand  in  the  way  of  development"  (ie,  their  legal  rights  impede  the 
plundering  of  the  Amazonian  basin  by  multinational  corporations  currently 
stripping  the  land  bare  of  all  its  natural  resources).  The  Indians  simply 
do  not  want  to  be  "progressed." 

In  this  current  situation,  the  state  government  (based  in  Belem)  is 
particularly  hostile  to  any  recognition  of  any  Indian  rights.  The  governor 
of  the  state,  (well  paid  by  the  multinational  corporations)  has  repeatedly 
declared  that  the  demarcation  of  Indian  Nation  territories  is  an 
"anti-democratic,  communist  strategy  to  stop  development  & progress"  & he 
has  openly  unleashed  the  state  security  forces  to  "search  & destroy" 

Indian  villages  over  the  past  few  years,  citing  the  Indians'  resistance  to 
the  constant  raids  & massacres  by  the  paramilitary  gangs  as  indicative  of 
their  "terrorism." 

So  now  we  have  16  non-Indian  "fishermen"  who  were  captured  by  surprise 
while  "peacefully  fishing"  in  the  area  where  the  Xingu  & Iriri  rivers 
converge,  just  south  of  the  town  of  Altimira  in  the  State  of  Para.  These 
"peaceful  fishermen"  were  armed  with  grenades,  submachine  guns  & automatic 
weapons.  They  were  captured  as  they  slept  (they'd  been  drinking  heavily  a 
few  hours  before)  & not  a single  one  was  harmed  in  any  way.  But  now  the 
Governor  of  Para  is  mobilizing  his  "militia"  & stating  that  they  will 
"destroy  these  uncivilized  terrorists  once  & for  all."  The  Indians  are 
demanding  only  that  the  demarcation  of  their  lands  be  legally  recognized 
by  the  state  government  before  they  agree  to  release  their  prisoners 
unharmed . 

Please  folks,  take  the  time  to  make  that  call,  send  that  fax  to  the 
closest  Brazilian  government  representative  to  your  location.  Demand  that 
the  federal  government  of  Brazil  ensure  that  this  incident  does  not  become 
the  excuse  for  yet  another  massacre  in  the  ongoing  genocide  of  the 
relations  in  Brazil.  Demand  that  the  Governor  of  Para  State  be  forced  to 
rein  in  his  killing  machine  & agree  to  the  demarcation  of  Caiapos 
territory.  Hundreds  of  lives  as  precious  as  yours,  as  your  children's  are 
hanging  by  a very  slim  thread  today. 

(Your  prayers  would  be  of  great  help  too.) 

masircho  for  reading  this  & for  taking  *action*  to  save  the  lives  of 

relations . 

jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 


- — "RE:  Blackfoot  Victory/Canadian  Retaliation"  

Date:  7/25/00  3:25:34  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub  j : Blackfoot  Victory,  Canadian  Retaliation 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

Date:  Mon,  24  Dul  2000  16:30:40  -0500 
From:  "Boyle,  Francis"  <FBOYLE@LAW.UIUC.EDU> 

Duly  24,  2000 

Mr.  Francis  Boyle 

Fax:  (217)  244-1478 

Dear  Sir, 

This  letter  is  to  inform  you  that  I went  to  court  in  courtroom  8 in 
Lethbridge,  Alberta  on  Duly  21,  2000.  I had  my  son  Bradley  and  other 
supporters  with  me.  I went  there  to  fight  for  my  identity  as  a Sovereign 
Blackfoot  Nation  Native.  The  judge  started  by  putting  my  case  list  on  the 
agenda,  then  they  finally  started  my  case.  Dudge  Patterson  asked  if  I had 
representation.  I told  him  as  a Blackfoot  Sovereign  native,  I had  only 
myself  to  do  representation . Then  the  officer  who  came  to  court  explained 
about  my  Sovereign  Nation  Native  card,  and  license  plate.  He  stated  that  I 
had  given  him  the  card  when  he  stopped  me.  He  explained  that  the  license 
plate  was  decorative  and  said  "Sovereign  Blackfoot  Nation".  He  stated  that 
my  identity  card  was  also  decorative.  We  showed  him  my  card,  which  he  acted 
like  he  did  not  recognize.  Then  the  judge  turned  towards  me  and  stated  that 
I could  ask  him  any  question  I thought  was  important.  I said,  "Yes".  I asked 
the  officer  (Siff)  if  he  would  tell  me  why  he  turned  his  back  on  me  when  I 
asked  him  if  he  considered  me  to  be  a human  being?  I also  asked  why  he 
turned  his  back  again  when  I asked  him  if  he  recognized  the  "International 
Bill  of  Rights".  Then  the  judge  said  that  he  did  not  have  the  authority  to 
hear  my  case  and  that  he  would  send  me  next  Thursday  to  Provincial  Court.  I 
stated  to  him  that  the  Provincial  government  had  no  jurisdiction  on  me  as  a 
Sovereign  Nation  Native.  The  judge  began  to  laugh  and  looked  very  ashamed.  I 
also  stated  to  the  judge  that  I was  a Sovereign  Nation  Native  and  that  this 
is  our  country  as  a Nation. 

The  next  day  my  son  Bradley  went  to  Lethbridge  to  the  fair.  The  city  police 
grabbed  him  and  took  him  to  the  main  jail  where  they  brought  him  into  a room 
and  proceeded  to  beat  him  up.  They  hurt  him  extremely  bad  because  he  had 
been  with  me  in  court.  When  I found  out  I phoned  to  look  for  him.  They  made 
me  make  three  calls  before  I finally  found  him.  Then  they  were  very  rude  to 
me.  When  I asked  the  officer  if  they  had  my  son,  he  laughed  and  said  he  was 
gone  three  hours  ago.  When  I had  found  him  on  the  highway,  he  was  badly 
injured  and  told  me  that  they  had  beaten  and  threatened  him.  They  also  put 
charges  back  on  him  and  forced  him  to  sign  papers  or  they  were  not  going  to 
release  him.  I know  that  I won  my  case  and  now  I refuse  to  go  to  anymore 
courtrooms  because  they  know  that  I am  right  and  that  I have  my  right 
identity. 

Bella  Yellow  Horn 

P.S.  When  we  were  walking  out  of  the  courthouse,  Dudge  Peterson  stated  "the 
Yellow  Horn  family  has  worked  long  and  hard  on  the  Sovereignty  of  their 
people  and  making  great  progress". 

Francis  A.  Boyle 

Professor  of  International  Law 

Counsel,  Blackfoot  Nation 


Francis  A.  Boyle 


Law  Building 

504  E.  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Champaign,  IL  61820  USA 
217 -3 33 -7954 (voice) 

217 -244- 1478 (fax) 

fboyle@law. uiuc . edu  <mailto : fboyle@law . uiuc . edu> 
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"RE : New  Approaches  for  Church  Compensation  Considered"  

Date:  Tue,  18  3ul  2000  12:28:58  -0500 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 
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New  approaches  for  compensation  considered 
By  Paul  Barnsley 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
OTTAWA 

It's  too  early  to  tell  if  behind-the-scenes  political  and  legal 
maneuvering  will  lead  to  more  settlements  of  residential  school 
compensation  cases,  but  many  observers  don't  think  a fair  disposition  of 
the  claims  is  the  federal  government's  real  goal. 

Several  published  reports  in  the  mainstream  national  press  in  recent 
weeks  have  featured  attacks  on  the  government's  approach  to  the 
residential  school  compensation  issue.  The  focus  of  the  stories  has 
varied  from  criticism  of  the  government's  inclusion  of  the  churches  in 
lawsuits  to  the  amount  of  money  that  former  students'  lawyers  are 
earning. 

The  Canadian  Race  Relations  Foundation  analyzed  mainstream  media 
reporting  on  the  issue  and  the  foundation  concluded  the  coverage  is 
bigoted  and  anti-Native  in  that  it  focuses  on  the  financial  side  of 
settling  claims  rather  than  ever  mentioning  - or  considering  - the 
importance  of  compensating  Native  people  who  were  harmed  in  residential 
schools.  The  debate  continues  over  whether  mainstream  newspapers  are 
driving  that  approach  to  the  issue  or  merely  reflecting  the  sentiments 
of  Canadians.  But  limiting  the  cost  of  compensation  appears  to  be  the 
main  objective  of  most  non-Native  Canadians.  And  documents  obtained 
under  freedom  of  information  legislation  reveal  the  federal  government 
is  going  to  great  pains  to  limit  the  cost  of  settling  claims. 

"The  media  is  embracing  the  'residential  school  syndrome.'  There  tends 
to  be  a blanket  acceptance  that  residential  schools  were  a difficult  and 
terrible  experience,  which  led  to,  among  other  things,  cultural 
genocide.  Our  communications  challenge  will  be  to  separate  the  issue  of 
cultural  assimilation  from  cultural  eradication  in  the  public's  mind  and 
characterize  them  as  separate  and  distinct,"  one  government  document 
reads . 

Churches  appear  to  be  winning  their  battle  to  convince  federal 
politicians  they  need  some  relief  from  the  growing  number  of  residential 
school  compensation  claims. 

Published  reports  this  month  revealed  that  the  federal  cabinet  is 
looking  at  ways  to  help  the  churches  dodge  - or  minimize  the  damage  of  - 
what  could  be  a fatal  financial  bullet.  The  national  office  of  the 
Anglican  Church  is  already  predicting  it  will  face  bankruptcy  within  the 
next  year.  Certain  Roman  Catholic  groups  are  facing  similar  financial 
disaster,  as  well. 


Peter  Lauwers,  a Toronto  lawyer  who  advises  church  groups,  presented  a 
paper  at  a meeting  of  the  Canadian  Bar  Association  in  Winnipeg  last 
month  that  dissected  the  federal  government's  approach  to  the  large  and 
growing  numbers  of  lawsuits  filed  by  former  residential  school  students. 

Lauwers  said  the  government  is  using  the  courts  to  avoid  dealing  with  a 
politically  dangerous  matter  of  public  policy,  and  the  process  is 
harming  everyone  involved,  including  the  victims.  He  said  the  current 
path  will  lead  to  the  destruction  of  many  churches  as  they  are  crushed 
by  the  weight  of  paying  to  defend  legal  claims  against  them  and  of 
paying  any  damage  awards  in  cases  they  lose.  And,  even  though  many  of 
the  victims  aren't  too  sympathetic  to  the  plight  of  the  churches, 

Lauwers  said  the  Canadian  public  will  feel  the  pain. 

"The  effect  of  a church  bankruptcy  in  public  policy  terms  should  not  be 
underestimated,"  he  said.  "On  a strictly  utilitarian  basis,  church 
organizations  now  do  a number  of  things  for  people  that  governments 
consider  to  be  valuable  in  a social  sense,  all  the  way  from  running  soup 
kitchens,  to  out-of -the-cold  programs,  to  fundraising  for  crisis  events 
at  home  and  abroad,  etc.  At  a time  when  the  government  is  pulling  away 
from  social  programs  and  is  actively  asking  churches  to  take  on  a 
greater  responsibility,  it  is  ironic  that  the  same  government  is 
engaging  in  activities  that  create  significant  financial  pressures  for 
churches.  On  a political  level,  the  backlash  that  will  result  if  active 
churches  are  taken  over  and  sold  to  satisfy  debts  should  not  be 
underestimated . " 

He  said  he  hasn't  seen  any  attempt  by  government  to  face  up  to  hard 
political  decisions  to  deal  with  the  claims.  He  said  the  government 
would  rather  leave  the  issue  in  the  courts  and  then  blame  the  courts  if 
unpopular  decisions  are  made. 

"I  do  not  detect  . . . any  real  public  policy  thinking  going  on  in  the 
federal  government  about  how  to  respond  to  Native  residential  school 
claims,"  he  said.  "These  claims  have  to  be  addressed.  The  government  has 
essentially  adopted  a litigation  management  response." 

Lauwers  dismissed  the  alternative  dispute  resolution  pilot  projects 
the  government  has  set  up,  saying  they  aren't  a real  alternative  to 
litigation  because  of  the  limits  the  government  puts  on  the  process. 

"Both  are  essentially  litigation  management  tools  and  nothing  more,"  he 
said.  "The  recent  reorganization  of  the  Crown's  response  under  the 
leadership  of  Shawn  Tupper  (Indian  Affairs)  and  Doug  Ewart  (Justice) 
simply  solidifies  and  makes  more  bureaucratic,  and  theoretically 
efficient,  an  approach  which  the  government  has  been  following  for 
years . " 

Internal  Indian  Affairs  documents,  marked  'Secret'  but  obtained  through 
an  access  to  information  request,  show  the  department  is  working  hard  on 
several  fronts  to  keep  the  concept  of  cultural  destruction  from  being 
considered  as  a legal  (or  tortuous)  damage  for  which  the  government 
could  be  made  to  pay  compensation. 

Since  records  show  clearly  the  government's  policy  was  to  assimilate  or 
eradicate  Indigenous  culture  through  the  school  system,  it  could  be  seen 
as  a public  policy.  Legally,  the  government  hopes  to  escape  liability 
for  cultural  eradication  by  arguing  that  it  isn't  legally  accountable 
for  a bad  public  policy.  This  has  generally  been  the  case  throughout 
history  as  public  servants  and  politicians  have  successfully  argued  they 
couldn't  possibly  do  their  jobs  if  the  spectre  of  facing  a civil  lawsuit 
should  they  make  a mistake  haunted  them  at  every  turn. 

Regina  lawyer  Tony  Merchant,  whose  firm  represents  close  to  half  of  the 
residential  school  plaintiffs,  said  he  will  argue  that  the  cultural 
eradication  policy  led  inescapably  to  physical  abuse  and  therefore  could 
be  seen  as  a civil  harm  for  which  damages  could  be  awarded. 

"Cultural  eradication  had  to  evolve  to  physical  abuse,"  he  told 
Windspeaker.  "How  could  you  make  a six-year-old  child  not  speak  his 
language  without  being  sadistically  brutal?" 

But  Merchant  admitted  that  no  one  knows  whether  cultural  eradication 
will  be  considered  a civil  harm  until  the  courts  decide. 

Lauwers  said  during  a phone  interview  on  Duly  10  that  he  wrote  his  paper 
for  the  Canadian  Bar  Association  while  feeling  a high  level  of 


frustration.  He  said  he  later  wished  he'd  been  more  diplomatic.  Lauwers 
has  noticed  the  government  is  striving  so  hard  to  keep  the  concept  of 
cultural  eradication  out  of  the  courts  that  the  genuine  harm  that  the 
cultural  eradication  has  done  is  not  being  fully  addressed. 

"The  government  draws  a bright  line  between  traditional  tort  claims  such 
as  assault  and  sexual  assault,  that  are  compensable,  and  new  causes  of 
action  such  as  claims  for  cultural  eradication  and  inter-generational 
adverse  effects,"  he  said.  "The  latter,  it  says,  are  not  compensable  in 
the  civil  justice  system  and  should  not  be  compensable  by  pilot 
projects.  The  Healing  Foundation  is  intended  to  deal  with  the  cultural 
issues  but  not  specifically  in  relation  to  Native  residential  schools; 
it  does  not  provide  redress  directly  to  victims. 

Lauwers  believes  politicians  haven't  intervened  to  stop  the  legal 
wrangling  because  it  would  be  politically  dangerous  to  come  out  and  make 
a policy  that  could  enrage  either  Aboriginal  and  human  rights  leaders  or 
a public  that  would  see  any  great  financial  disbursement  as  the 
government  coddling  a vocal  minority. 

"The  advantage  of  a litigation  management  model,  if  one  is  trying  to 
avoid  public  accountability,  is  that  there  is  no  need  to  make  any  public 
policy  pronouncements.  Litigation  management  is  reactive  and  operates 
almost  automatically.  In  the  end,  it  does  not  really  visit 
accountability  on  anyone.  If  the  result  is  bad,  you  can  always  blame  the 
courts,"  he  told  the  bar  association.  "But  accountability  will  come  in 
another  form.  The  system  will  run  its  ordinary  course.  The  litigation 
model  will  eventually  cause  some  very  serious  public  policy 
difficulties.  The  system  may  or  may  not  break  down.  Claimants  may  or  may 
not  rise  up  in  righteous  anger.  Church  organizations  may  or  may  not  go 
bankrupt  with  all  of  the  attendant  difficulties. 

"So  the  litigation  strategy  may  be  effective,  from  the  government's 
point  of  view,  in  allowing  it  to  avoid  issues  of  accountability  in  the 
short  term.  However  this  strategy  is  shortsighted,  and  likely  to  lead  to 
an  even  larger  public  policy  issue.  For  example,  if  the  government 
forces  a church  organization  into  bankruptcy  - as  seems  increasingly 
likely  with  the  Anglican  Diocese  of  Cariboo,  or  the  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Whitehorse,  or  an  Oblate  province,  then  a public  policy  issue 
will  arise  in  which  the  government  is  forced  either  to  make  clear  public 
policy  choices  - or  to  be  seen  as  refusing  to  do  so.  Either  way,  it  will 
be  held  accountable." 

Merchant  accused  churches  and  the  federal  government  of  posturing  and 
not  being  honest  with  the  public.  He  said  that  only  five  of  the  300 
cases  settled  have  cost  the  churches  money. 

"The  churches  have  not  handled  this  well,"  he  said.  "They've  spent  all 
kinds  of  money  on  lawyers  but  they  would  have  been  better  off  to  file  a 
defence  and  say  we'll  pay  our  share  if  it  turns  out  there's  a 
judgement . " 

Merchant  said  that  when  his  firm  left  the  churches  out  the  lawsuits,  the 
government  then  sued  the  churches,  which  had  the  effect  of  slowing  down 
the  entire  process.  In  several  cases,  the  government  has  also  sued  First 
Nations,  something  Merchant  see  as  'ridiculous.' 

"The  First  Nations  get  their  money  from  the  government,"  he  said.  "If 
the  government  doesn't  pay  as  much  and  the  First  Nation  has  to  pay, 
where  is  the  money  coming  from?  It's  more  about  optics.  The  government 
is  saying  we  want  to  spread  the  blame  and  say  those  other  people  are 
really  the  wrongdoers. 

A Duly  6 meeting  sponsored  by  the  Law  Society  of  Saskatchewan  was  held 
in  Regina  at  the  request  of  the  federal  Dustice  department.  Federal 
representatives  said  the  meeting  was  called  to  examine  the  issue  of 
lawyers  gouging  residential  school  victims.  Merchant  attended  the 
meeting.  His  firm  has  been  accused  of  gouging.  He  said  he  charges  20  per 
cent  for  cases  settled  out  of  court  and  40  per  cent  for  cases  that  go  to 
trial. 

He  said  the  main  issue  of  the  meeting  is  another  government  smoke 
screen . 

"If  the  government  didn't  cause  delays.  First  Nations  people  would  pay 
a lot  less  in  fees,"  he  said.  "It's  so  bizarre  for  a defendant  to  be 


saying  we  want  to  have  something  to  do  with  the  fees  being  charged  to 
the  plaintiff.  It  would,  of  course,  be  a legitimate  question  to  ask  for 
First  Nations  leaders." 
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Religious  differences 

MEXICO  CITY  - Indian  traditionalists  in  southern  Mexico  have  agreed  to 
welcome  back  14  Protestant  families  expelled  from  a village  for  not 
sharing  their  religious  beliefs,  the  government  news  agency  Notimex 
reported  yesterday. 

The  Protestant  families  were  driven  out  of  Plan  de  Ayala,  near  the 
Guatemalan  border,  on  Wednesday  by  Indians  who  practice  a Catholicism 
mixed  with  Indian  traditions.  Another  15  Catholic  families  also  were 
expelled,  but  it  was  not  clear  if  any  agreement  would  be  made  to  allow 
them  to  return. 

The  two  sides  signed  an  agreement  yesterday  stating  that  they  would  go 
to  outside  authorities  the  next  time  differences  arise,  Notimex  reported. 

State  police  started  patrolling  the  village  Saturday  and  planned  to 
continue  doing  so  as  long  as  their  presence  was  needed,  Notimex  reported. 

The  expulsion  is  part  of  a continuing  struggle  that  has  seen  tens  of 
thousands  of  people,  most  of  them  Evangelical  converts,  driven  from  their 
homes  in  Chiapas  in  recent  decades. 

Local  Mayan  Indian  cultures  place  a strong  value  on  consensus  and 
village  leaders  claim  the  converts  undermine  local  cultures  that  have  been 
under  attack  by  the  outside  world  for  hundreds  of  years. 
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Cayugas  get  chance  to  tell  their  side  in  land  claim 

By  Associated  Press 

7/28/2000 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  Through  weeks  and  weeks  of  testimony,  expert 
witnesses  appraisers,  economists  and  historians  have  had  all  the  say  in 
the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  land  claim  trial. 

On  Friday,  the  Cayugas  got  the  chance  to  speak  for  themselves  and 
describe  how  the  loss  of  their  ancestral  lands  two  centuries  ago  has  had  a 
lasting  impact  on  the  tribe. 

Clint  Halftown  and  Bernadette  Hill  began  their  turn  on  the  witness  stand 
as  the  second  week  of  the  second  phase  of  the  damages  trial  in  U.S. 

District  Court  came  to  an  end. 

Following  a month-long  trial,  a federal  court  jury  in  February  awarded 
the  Cayugas  $36.9  million  in  damages  for  the  loss  of  64,027  acres  in 
Cayuga  and  Seneca  counties.  Dudge  Neal  McCurn  ruled  in  1994  that  New  York 
illegally  acquired  the  land  in  1795  and  1807  by  purchasing  it  from  the 
Cayugas  without  the  federal  government's  required  approval. 

McCurn  is  now  weighing  historical  and  economic  factors  to  decide  whether 
the  jury's  award  should  be  increased. 

Through  the  first  trial  and  the  first  part  of  the  second  trial,  the 


Cayugas  have  had  to  remain  silent.  Halftown  and  Hill  have  sat  in  the 
courtroom  and  watched  nearly  all  of  the  testimony. 

"It's  hard  to  listen  to  some  of  the  testimony  about  how  the  Cayugas  were 
treated/'  said  Halftown,  a leader  and  spokesman  for  the  Cayugas.  "It's 
pretty  depressing,  but  it's  a story  that  has  to  be  told. 

"I'm  looking  forward  to  telling  the  judge  about  the  impact  the  loss  of 
our  land  has  had  on  our  people,"  Halftown  said. 

Hill  said  much  of  the  Cayugas'  history  is  oral,  handed  down  by  word-of- 
mouth  from  generation  to  generation. 

"We  didn't  hear  what  happened  to  our  people  in  this  much  detail.  I just 
want  to  tell  our  side  of  the  story,"  said  Hill,  a clan  mother. 

Both  said  the  expert  historical  witnesses  so  far  have  done  an  excellent 
job  detailing  how  the  state  treated  the  Cayugas  before  and  after  it 
acquired  their  64,000-acre  reservation  in  1795  and  1807. 

They  said  they  hoped  their  testimony  over  the  next  several  days  will 
bolster  the  experts'  testimony. 

Hill  said  she  would  recount  her  family  history  and  describe  how  the  lack 
of  a homeland  has  affected  her  life,  her  family  and  the  nation.  She  said 
she  would  also  describe  a "succession  of  broken  promises"  made  by  the 
state  to  the  nation. 

Halftown's  testimony  was  to  focus  on  the  present  makeup  of  the  nation 
and  its  people.  He  said  he  would  describe  hardships  affecting  the  nation 
as  it  strives  to  maintain  its  people,  its  culture  and  traditions  without  a 
homeland,  language  or  money. 

Both  also  said  they  would  testify  about  the  impossibility  of  filing  the 
current  lawsuit  earlier  than  November  1980,  countering  state  claims  that 
the  nation  waited  too  long. 
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State's  expert  defends  views  on  Cayuga  land  claim 

Witness  says  New  York  dealt  fairly  with  tribe  in  taking  over  lands,  a 
point  opposed  by  other  scholars 

SYRACUSE  --  A key  state  witness  on  Wednesday  told  a federal 
government  lawyer  that  his  views  on  New  York's  land  dealings  with  the 
Cayugas  two  centuries  ago  were  different  from  other  Native  American 
scholars  because  he  did  further  research  into  the  subject. 

Under  a first  round  of  cross-examination.  University  of  Toronto 
anthropologist  Alexander  von  Gernet  stood  by  his  earlier  testimony 
that  New  York  dealt  fairly  in  acquiring  the  Cayugas'  land  in  the  late 
1700s. 

Other  expert  historians  and  representatives  of  the  Cayugas  have  told 
U.S.  District  Dudge  Neal  McCurn  that  the  state  lied,  bribed  and 
cheated  the  Cayugas  out  of  the  last  64,027  acres  of  their  ancestral 
homelands  in  Cayuga  and  Seneca  counties. 

Von  Gernet  admitted  to  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Roger  Martella  that 
his  opinion  was  different  from  many  prominent  Iroquois  scholars, 
including  William  Nelson  Fenton  and  Barbara  Graymont,  two  sources  von 
Gernet  cited  in  his  report  to  the  court. 

"As  of  September  1999,  I was  the  only  scholar  to  look  at  it  in  very 
great  detail,  so  yes,  at  the  time  I wrote  the  report  I was  the  only 
person  who  came  up  with  these  opinions,''  von  Gernet  said. 

Von  Gernet  told  McCurn  that  he  had  conducted  more  research  using 
original  documents  than  his  predecessors. 

Von  Gernet  testified  Tuesday  that  New  York's  then  Gov.  George  Clinton 
rejected  advice  to  treat  the  Cayugas  as  a conquered  nation  and  take 
their  lands  without  compensation.  Instead,  Clinton  sought  to  set 


aside  reservation  land  for  the  Cayugas  and  protect  them  from 
unscrupulous  private  land  grabbers.  He  also  detailed  how  the  Cayugas 
had  tried  to  sell  off  their  land  even  before  New  York  acquired  it. 

McCurn  previously  ruled  that  New  York  illegally  acquired  the  Cayugas' 
reservation  land  in  1795  and  1807  by  purchasing  it  from  the  tribe  in 
violation  of  the  1790  Indian  Trade  and  Intercourse  Act,  which 
required  congressional  approval  for  all  Indian  land  transactions. 

Following  a monthlong  trial,  a federal  court  jury  in  February  awarded 
the  Cayugas  $36.9  million  for  their  lost  ancestral  lands. 

McCurn  is  now  considering  historical  and  economic  factors  to  decide 
whether  the  jury's  award  should  be  increased. 
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Navajo  president  vetoes  Aug.  1 tribal  election  date 
Associated  Press 
Duly  28,  2000 

WINDOW  ROCK  - Navajo  Nation  President  Kelsey  Begaye,  citing 
confusion  among  voters,  has  vetoed  a Navajo  Nation  Council 
resolution  that  ordered  tribal  elections  to  be  held  Tuesday. 

Begaye,  in  a written  veto  message,  said  it's  difficult  to  say 
that  a Tuesday  election  will  allow  the  voters  a fair  and 
unbiased  election. 

"When  it  comes  to  the  rights  of  the  Navajo  people,  it  does 
not  matter  which  entity  within  the  Navajo  Nation  government 
is  at  fault,"  he  said.  "The  bottom  line  now  is,  'What  is  fair 
to  the  Navajo  people?'  " 

His  statement  cited  a severely  shortened  absentee  process 
that  should  have  started  more  than  three  weeks  ago  for  a 
Tuesday  election  date. 

The  Tribal  Council  approved  a resolution  Duly  18  directing 
election  officials  to  ensure  the  nation's  general  elections 
were  held  Aug.  1.  The  Navajo  Nation  Board  of  Election 
Supervisors  voted  in  Dune  to  postpone  the  election  until  Oct. 

3,  despite  declarations  by  the  attorney  general  and 
legislative  council  that  such  action  was  illegal.  Election 
officials  contended  they  needed  more  time  to  pay  for  ballots 
and  other  voting  materials. 

Carol  Perry,  election  administration  director,  was  trying  to 
determine  her  next  move. 

She  said  some  election  supervisors  might  want  to  comply  with 
council  orders,  and  that  not  all  of  them  would  necessarily 
favor  a later  election. 

"We  were  proceeding  with  the  election,"  she  said. 

The  council's  resolution  threatened  sanctions  against 
election  supervisors,  including  temporary  revocation  of  their 
powers,  if  the  election  were  not  held  Tuesday.  Those 
sanctions  could  go  into  effect  Wednesday. 

Shiprock  Council  Delegate  Wallace  Charley,  noting  the 
resolution  passed  60-11,  said  delegates  have  enough  votes  to 
override  Begaye' s veto.  Fifty-nine,  or  two-thirds  of  the  88 
delegates,  must  vote  to  override. 

The  question  is  whether  delegates  have  time  for  an  attempt. 


It  would  require  either  convening  a special  session  at 
Speaker  Edward  T.  Begay's  request,  or  circulating  a 
delegate-initiated  petition  for  59  votes. 

Begaye's  veto  message  also  contended  the  Tribal  Council  has  a 
conflict  of  interest  in  threatening  to  rescind  the  powers  of 
an  independent  election  board.  The  ballot  includes  a 
referendum  asking  voters  to  reduce  the  number  of  council 
delegates  from  88  to  24,  and  Begaye  said  that  for  delegates 
to  rescind  the  powers  of  then  election  board  in  charge  of 
such  a referendum  raises  a serious  question  of  propriety. 
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Navajo  council  overrides  veto 
Lawmakers  want  election  held  today 
Associated  Press 
Aug.  01,  2000 

WINDOW  ROCK  - The  Navajo  Nation's  legislators  overrode 
President  Kelsey  A.  Begaye's  veto  in  an  election  dispute  and 
ordered  that  election  officials  open  polls  today. 

The  council  also  overrode  his  veto  of  a pay  raise. 

The  Navajo  Nation  Council  had  approved  a Duly  18  resolution 
ordering  tribal  election  supervisors  to  hold  an  election  on 
Aug.  1 rather  than  on  Oct.  3 despite  the  supervisors' 
contention  they  lacked  sufficient  time  to  prepare.  Tribal 
law  requires  that  general  elections  be  held  the  first 
Tuesday  in  August. 

Begaye  vetoed  that  resolution  last  week,  saying  the  dispute 
between  the  council  and  the  election  officials  left  voters 
confused.  Fie  also  said  there  was  a conflict  of  interest  on 
the  council's  part  since  the  ballot  includes  a proposal  for 
reducing  membership  in  the  council  to  24  from  the  current  88. 

In  a special  session  on  Monday,  however,  the  council  voted 
60-14  to  override  the  veto  by  one  vote  more  than  the  bare 
requirement.  Backers  of  the  council's  resolution  contended 
that  failure  to  conduct  the  election  today  could  open  the 
tribe  to  lawsuits. 

The  resolution  extended  the  deadline  for  absentee  ballots  to 
next  Monday  from  Duly  28. 

In  another  action  Monday,  the  council  voted  59-17  to 
override  Begaye's  veto  of  a $10,000  pay  increase  for  council 
members,  the  president  and  the  vice  president. 

One  delegate  contended  during  the  session  but  after  the  vote 
was  recorded  that  his  vote  should  have  been  against  the 
override  but  that  another  member  has  pushed  the  "yes"  button 
on  his  desk.  An  "no"  would  have  left  only  58  favorable 
votes,  and  the  override  would  have  failed. 

The  issue  was  not  pursued  officially  later,  however,  and 
"once  the  session  ended,  the  issue  died,"  chief  legislative 
counsel  Steven  Boos  said. 

Copyright  2000,  azcentral.com.  All  rights  reserved. 
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d'laan'te' . . Yesterday  (Sat  05  Aug)  the  dept  of  Fisheries  of  Canada 
boarded  the  last  of  the  fishing  boats  of  the  Miq'maw  Nation  community  of 
Shubenacadie  ( or  Shubie;  ..  a.k.a.  Indian  Brook,  Nova  Scotia  in  the 
foreign  language).  The  DFO  gestapo  were  heavily  armed,  wearing  flakjackets 
& helmets.  This  gear  was  after  several  of  these  uniformed  chumps  got  their 
lights  punched  out  boarding  several  fishing  boats  of  the  people  of  this 
same  community  out  on  St.  Mary's  Bay  on  the  26th  Duly.  I have  been  told 
(but  unable  to  confirm)  that  the  (traditional)  Grand  Council  of  the 
Miq'maw  & Maliseet  Nations  is  currently  convened  & deliberating  whether  to 
call  up  the  Warrior  Societies  for  immediate  action. 

The  problems  stem  from  the  arrogant  pride  of  one  man  - Canada's  Minister 
of  Fisheries,  Herb  Dhaliwal,  who  no  doubt  holds  the  same  perception  of 
being  "in  charge  of  the  savages  while  the  euro-massa's  away"  that  his 
relations  in  Fiji  hold  so  dear.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decided  some 
months  ago,  in  its  landmark  ruling  that  has  come  to  be  called,  "the 
Marshall  Decision"  that  the  Miq'maw,  Maliseet  & Penobscot  Nations  have 
never  lost  their  rights  as  Nations  to  fish  whatever,  whenever  they  want  to 
or  need  to  on  their  ancestral  fishing  grounds  in  order  to  "earn  a moderate 
living."  The  same  Supreme  Court's  "Sparrow  Decision"  (Pacific  coast, 

Musqeum  Band  of  the  great  Sto:lo  Nation)  found  that  First  Nation  people  in 
what  is  temporarily  called  'Canada'  are  *not*  bound  by  federal  or 
provincial  fishing  laws  anywhere,  anytime,  *except  for  those  occasions 
when  conservation  of  the  stock  concerned  may  be  jeapordized  by  such 
activity.*  That  is,  if  Parliament  officially  declares  that  the  species 
being  fished  is  a "species  at  risk"  or  "endangered"  & *only  then*  can 
Canada's  government  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  true-proprietors  of 
this  land  to  fish  as  they  please. 

The  fishery  in  question  in  this  instance  is  Atlantic  lobster.  The 
non-Native  lobster  fishermen  put  over  120,000  lobster  traps  down  every 
season.  When  the  Supreme  Court  handed  down  the  Marshall  Decision,  the 
survivors  of  the  Miq'maw  (in  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Newfoundland  & Quebec)  were  legally  able  to 
participate  in  the  lobster  fishery  for  the  first  time  since  the  arrival  of 
the  boat-people  from  Europe.  The  similar  right  of  the  Maliseet  Nation 
(survivors  in  New  Brunswick)  & the  Penobscot  (survivors  in  Maine)  were 
affirmed  by  the  Court. 

The  unemployment  in  the  communities  of  these  Nations  is  anywhere  from 
40%-80%.  So  they  put  to  sea  in  everything  from  rubber  dinghies  to  canoes, 
laying  their  lobster  traps.  The  non-Native  fishermen,  incensed  at  having 
to  share  their  pie  with  the  people  who's  gracious  permission  allowed  them 
to  remain  in  that  part  of  North  America,  went  out  & cut  the  buoylines  on 
all  of  the  Indian  lobster  traps,  set  fire  to  a couple  of  Indian  cars  & 
boats  & beat  & ran  over  a few  Miq'maw.  Alarmed  by  sensational  news  reports 
of  this  violence  Herb  Dhaliwal,  as  representative  of  the  Rule  of  Her 
Majesty's  Law,  immediately  declared  that  these  anarchic  Indians  would 
have  to  abide  by  the  "new"  regulatory  regime  of  the  govt  of  Canada  (which 
his  bureaucrats  slapped  together  in  record  time  to  deal  with  these 
savages) . 

Henceforth,  said  Lord  Dhaliwal,  the  Dept  of  Fisheries  & Oceans  (DFO)  would 
issue  Indian  lobster  fishermen  with  "federal  permits"  allowing  them  to  set 
up  "hundreds"  of  lobster  traps  per  community.  Of  course,  given  the  Sparrow 
Decision's  limitation  that  such  regulation  could  only  be  enforced  if  the 
Indian  Nation  concerned  agreed  & co-managed  the  stock  in  question  or  if 
that  stock  was  endangered  or  at  risk,  the  Miq'maw,  Maliseet  & Penobscot 
told  old  Herb  to  stick  his  "new  regulatory  regime"  in  a darkmoist  place. 

The  Nations  reminded  Mister  Minister  that  they  had  their  own  governments, 
governments  that  existed  & functioned  long  before  Her  Majesty's,  while  her 
ancestors  were  still  picking  fleas  off  each  other  in  Iberian  caves..,  & 
governments  that  are  entirely  capable  of  setting  up  & enforcing  their  own 
regulatory  regimes  to  govern  the  fishing  activities  of  their  own  citizens. 
This  they  proceeded  to  do. 

This  affront  to  Her  Majesty,  responded  Her  Majesty's  Self-Appointed  Major 


Domo  (in  keeping  with  his  root-culture's  imprinted  program  of  kissing 
massa's  ass)  was  unacceptable  & outrageous.  So  he  declared  war  on  the 
Indian  fishermen.  Dozens  were  arrested  for  "illegal  fishing",  conveniently 
ignoring  the  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court  had  just  affirmed  that  right  as 
being  beyond  reach  of  federal  or  provincial  authority  & had  never  thought 
to  specify  which  'other'  government  should  or  could  regulate  the  Indian 
fishery. 

Most  of  the  communities  of  the  Nations  concerned  caved  in  to  the 
pressure/oppression.  These  communities  are  now  "permitted"  to  set  anywhere 
up  to  800  (that's  eight  hundred,  not  thousand)  lobster  traps  each.  And 
said  Indian  fishermen  must  pay  the  Government  of  Canada's  permit  & tag 
fees  too.  Three  communities  (Shubie  being  one)  have  refused  to  play 
Maharajah  Dhaliwal's  game  & went  & set  up  their  own  regulations,  complete 
with  permits,  tags  & heavy  sanctions  on  those  of  their  members/citizens 
who  transgressed  these  regulations. 

So  as  of  yesterday,  the  Miq'maw  fishermen  of  Shubie  have  no  boats  in  which 
to  exercise  their  Supreme  Court-affirmed  rights..,  or  with  which  to,  "earn 
a moderate  living"  as  the  Court  had  declared. 

The  fuse  is  now  burning  in  Miq'maw  & Maliseet  Country.  If  the  situation  is 
allowed  to  explode  & the  federal  stooge-goons-in-uniform  (ie,  DFO,  RCMP, 
etc)  are  called  in  to  "quell  the  native  uprising",  the  blood  that  will 
definitely  be  spilled  will  be  *entirely*  on  the  hands  of  Herb 
("berry-berry-good-servant-mem ' sab" ) Dhaliwal . 

Donations  for  new  boats,  equipment  & legal  defence  costs  (specify  which 

you  prefer)  can  be  sent  to: 

c/o  Chief  Reg  Malone 

Shubenacadie  Band  Council 

PO  Box  350 

Shubenacadie 

Nova  Scotia 

Canada 

B0N  2H0 

(&  in  case  the  names  ring  a bell  with  you..  Yes,  Chief  Malone  is  the 
(pre-WK  II)  ex-husband  of  the  great  Miq'maw  warrior,  AnnaMae  Pictou,  & 
Shubenacadie  is  her  place  of  birth  & childhood.) 
masi:cho  for  caring  & sharing... 
jaom/e'ne'thekwe' 
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Indians  sue  to  obtain  more  Rio  Grande  water 

EL  PASO  (AP)  --  The  Tigua  Indian  tribe  has  accused  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Reclamation  and  the  El  Paso  County  irrigation  district  of  "illegally 
diverting"  the  Rio  Grande's  water  to  Hudspeth  County  farmers. 

The  accusation  is  in  a lawsuit  that  asks  that  flow  be  restored  to  a 
section  of  the  river  the  Tiguas  consider  sacred. 

The  suit  contends  that  the  bureau  and  the  irrigation  district  are 
sending  extra  water  from  the  Elephant  Butte  reservoir  to  farmers  in 
El  Paso  and  Hudspeth  County.  It  demands  that  the  practice  stop. 

The  Indians  say  the  diversion  of  water  has  drained  the  Rio  Grande  to 
the  point  that  it  prevents  them  from  using  a three-mile  stretch  of 
the  river  near  Ysleta  for  religious  ceremonies. 

The  tribe  is  also  suing  the  water  commission  that  ordered  that  there 
be  a study  of  a regional  water  plan. 

The  El  Paso-Las  Cruces  Regional  Sustainable  Water  Project,  sponsored 
by  the  New  Mexico/Texas  Water  Commission,  looked  at  the  West  Texas 
city's  water  needs  for  the  next  50  years.  It  came  up  with  a plan  that 


would  greatly  increase  the  amount  residents  could  extract  for  public 
use . 

The  tribe  seeks  a court  order  blocking  issuance  of  an  environmental 
impact  statement  favoring  the  project. 

Hudspeth  County  officials  said  that  complying  with  the  Tiguas'  demand 
for  cutting  off  water  would  kill  more  than  16,000  acres  of  cotton  and 
alfalfa  along  the  Rio  Grande,  gutting  the  $8  million  farming  industry 
that  Fort  Hancock  relies  on. 

"What  that  would  do  is  just  shut  down  the  valley  and  Fort  Hancock  if 
they're  successful,"  said  Sandy  Pridgeon,  chief  appraiser  for  the 
Hudspeth  County  Appraisal  District.  "It's  scary.  The  place  would  just 
dry  up." 

Officials  of  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment,  and  a lawyer  for  the  irrigation  district  declined  comment, 
saying  no  one  at  the  district  had  seen  the  suit. 

The  federal  Rio  Grande  Reclamation  Project  of  1906  divided  all  of  the 
Rio  Grande's  water  among  farmlands  in  Mexico,  El  Paso  County  and  New 
Mexico's  Dona  Ana  County. 

The  suit  contends  that  the  El  Paso  County  irrigation  district  has 
deliberately  ordered  more  water  than  it  needed  from  the  Bureau  of 
Reclamation  to  accommodate  the  farmers  of  Hudspeth  County. 

"The  people  in  Hudspeth  County,  we  feel  sorry  for  them,  they're  nice 
people,  but  they're  not  entitled  to  our  water,"  said  Tom  Diamond,  a 
lawyer  for  the  tribe. 

"RE : Te-Moak  Tribe  and  State  of  Nevada  Face  Off"  

Date:  Mon,  31  Jul  2000  16:02:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : Te-Moak  Tribe  and  state  of  Nevada  face  off  over  tribal  jurisdiction 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

August  2,  2000 

Te-Moak  Tribe  and  state  of  Nevada  face  off  over  tribal  jurisdiction 
by  Cate  Montana 
Today  staff 

ELKO,  Nev.  - The  Te-Moak  Tribe  and  the  state  of  Nevada  came  head  to 
head  in  the  Nevada  State  Supreme  Court  last  month  over  the  state's 
right  to  enter  the  reservation  to  monitor  the  tribe's  water 
diversions  from  the  South  Fork  of  the  Humboldt  River  for  irrigation. 

A decision  in  the  case,  heard  before  seven  Nevada  state  judges,  is 
expected  soon.  Tribal  officials  say  it  is  unlikely  the  court  will 
uphold  it's  right  to  ban  access  to  state  water  commissioners.  If  an 
unfavorable  decision  is  returned,  the  tribe  will  file  an  appeal  in 
federal  court. 

The  issue  of  the  state's  right  to  enter  had  been  heard  before  the  9th 
Circuit  Court  in  Nevada.  Federal  Judge  Edward  C.  Reed  granted  a 
preliminary  injunction  against  the  tribe,  providing  reservation 
access  to  state  water  commissioners. 

The  tribe  honored  the  injunction.  But,  when  a commissioner  entered 
the  reservation  and  attempted  to  cross  over  to  private  land  to  the 
north,  he  was  arrested  by  tribal  police,  turned  around  and  escorted 
off  the  reservation. 

Although  the  legalities  of  crossing  versus  entering  a reservation 
differ.  Deputy  Attorney  General  Paul  Taggart  used  the  arrest  to  up 
the  ante  and  filed  for  state  jurisdiction  over  the  tribe  which  the 
state  district  court  upheld.  The  tribe  immediately  filed  an  action  in 
the  state  Supreme  Court  challenging  that  decision. 

The  cycle  of  events  started  simply  enough  in  1997  when  the  BIA 
determined  it  would  no  longer  continue  to  pay  state  water  master  fees 
for  the  tribe.  When  the  BIA  dropped  the  water  bill  in  the  tribe's 
lap,  the  tribal  council  passed  a resolution  declaring  that,  because 
of  tribal  sovereignty,  payments  to  the  state  were  unnecessary.  The 
resolution  directed  the  BIA  not  to  pay  any  additional  fees  to  the 


state  of  Nevada  out  of  any  irrigation  money  the  tribe  might  be  due  in 
the  future. 

"The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  they  fought  us  on  this  right  off  the 
bat  and  said  you  cannot  do  this,"  says  Te-Moak  Chairman  Marvin 
McDade.  "But  the  tribe  passed  a resolution  anyway." 

On  the  surface  the  whole  thing  seems  to  be  about  water  rights.  The 
state  insists  the  responsibilities  that  come  with  the  original  water 
rights  on  the  five  ranches  purchased  by  the  federal  government  for 
the  Te-Moak  Tribe  in  1947  are  in  force,  even  though  the  land  is  held 
in  trust. 

"It  really  is  a question  of  what  did  the  tribe  receive  when  it  buys 
something  privately,  as  opposed  to  when  a reservation  is  created  out 
of  federal  land?"  says  Taggart.  "That's  the  difference  here." 

Typically  a reservation  is  created  by  the  withdrawal  of  federal  land 
owned  by  the  U.S.  government.  In  the  case  of  the  Te-Moak,  the 
reservation  was  created  by  purchase  of  privately  held  land  which  had 
encumbrances . 

"Our  position  is  that  when  they  purchased  these  water  rights,  they 
took  the  water  rights  part  and  parcel  with  the  benefits  that  come 
with  those  and  with  the  burdens,"  Taggart  says. 

Aside  from  the  "burden"  of  a state  water  fee  which  amounts  to 
approximately  $2,000  per  year,  the  state  also  insists  that  mistaken 
or  illegal  divergences  by  the  tribe,  including  water  use  out  of 
season,  could  disrupt  allocations  to  other  users  downstream.  In  this 
case,  because  the  reservation  is  situated  near  the  headwaters  of  the 
South  Fork,  the  entire  river  system  is  affected. 

Because  of  this,  in  the  state's  view,  it  is  all  the  more  critical 
that  water  commissioners  be  allowed  access. 

The  tribe,  part  of  the  system  management  for  more  than  50  years, 
maintains  it  has  not  wavered  from  its  legal  allotment  in  the  past 
three  years  of  self -management,  and  that  there  have  been  no 
complaints  from  downstream  ranchers.  In  fact,  McDade  said  three 
ranchers  immediately  below  the  reservation  wrote  letters  of  support 
for  the  tribe. 

At  this  point  the  BIA  is  not  directly  involved  in  the  dispute, 
although  it  is  monitoring  the  situation. 

"I  think  it's  BIA's  view  that  this  is  not  an  issue  about  whether  the 
tribe  is  compliant  or  not  compliant  to  decreed  water  rights,"  says 
Kathy  Wilson,  supervisory  water  rights  specialist  for  the  BIA  in 
Phoenix.  "It's  my  view,  after  being  up  there  and  seeing  the 
situation,  that  the  band  has  never  taken  more  than  it  was  entitled  to 
and  has  made  it  clear  that  they  never  intend  to. 

"What  is  really  the  issue  here  is  the  jurisdictional  tug  of  war 
between  the  band  and  state  for  whether  the  state  should  be  able  to 
come  onto  the  reservation." 

Tribal  attorney  Raymond  Rodriguez  concurs  that  the  issue  is  not  about 
water  rights  at  all.  Instead  there  are  several  legal  fine  points  at 
stake  which  could  affect  tribal  sovereignty  and  have  never  been  put 
before  a supreme  court. 

"The  question  is,  if  the  United  States  buys  land  on  behalf  of  the 
tribe,  to  which  is  attached  some  state  laws,  can  the  tribe  be  sued 
over  those  things  if  they  don't  abide  by  them?"  says  Rodriguez. 

"What  the  state  wants  to  argue  is  the  tribe  has  used  the  water  for 
the  last  50  years  and  that's  a waiver  of  their  immunity.  And  no  court 
has  ever  said,  at  least  no  appellate  court  anyway,  has  ever  said  that 
an  action  on  behalf  of  a tribe  - some  act,  some  doing  something  - 
waives  a tribe's  immunity." 

The  state  of  Nevada  also  filed  suit  against  the  United  States  for 
non-payment  of  the  water  fees.  The  United  States  immediately  had  the 
case  moved  into  federal  court. 

But  in  a recent  decision  to  relieve  escalation  of  jurisdictional 
pressure  against  the  tribe  and  facilitate  a negotiated  agreement 
between  the  state  and  the  tribe,  the  United  States  paid  the  state  of 
Nevada  $10,000  for  a three-year  backlog  of  water  fees.  The  government 
is  moving  to  have  the  federal  suit  dismissed. 


It  is  doubtful  the  tribe's  legal  duel  with  the  state  will  be  ended  so 
easily.  "States  don't  like  Indian  reservations  and  the  state  of 
Nevada  more  so,  especially  since  California  put  their  gambling 
contract  in  place  and  took  a lot  of  business  away  from  the  state  of 
Nevada/'  says  McDade. 

"They  just  want  to  take  our  sovereign  rights  away  from  us  and  use  the 
water  issues  as  a pretense.  If  we  could  just  get  some  support  from 
the  BIA  and  their  trust  responsibility  it  would  help  a lot." 

Cate  Montana  reports  from  the  Pacific  Northwest.  She  can  be  reached 
at  (360)  894-5617.  E-mail  at  stellar@spso.net. 
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"Tulalips  and  Seattle:  the  feeling  is  mutual" 

Officials  agree  to  focus  on  shared  interests 
By  KRISTIN  KINNAMON 
Herald  Writer 

"The  historic  ties  between  Seattle  and  the  Tulalip  Tribes  were  reaffirmed 
Tuesday  with  the  signing  of  an  agreement  between  the  two  governments. 

Seattle  Mayor  Paul  Schell  and  Tulalip  leaders  agreed  to  work  together  on 
shared  interests,  such  as  the  effects  of  municipal  utilities  on  area  water 
quality,  fisheries  and  wildlife. 

In  the  mayor's  conference  room,  Tulalip  Chairman  Stanley  G.  Dones  Sr. 
and  Schell  signed  a government-to-government  agreement  that  establishes  a 
formal  relationship  between  Seattle  and  the  tribes,  whose  reservation  is 
at  Marysville. 

Seattle  was  an  "usual  and  accustomed"  fishing,  hunting  and  gathering 
area  for  tribal  members  when  the  Treaty  of  Point  Elliott  was  signed  in 
1855,  Dones  said.  As  such,  tribal  members  have  certain  rights  to  continue 
those  activities  and  an  interest  in  protecting  the  environment  that 
supports  them,  he  said. 

The  Tolt  River,  which  provides  30  percent  of  Seattle's  drinking  water 
and  flows  into  the  Snoqualmie,  also  supports  a salmon  run.  The  tribes 
already  monitor  water  levels  in  the  river  to  ensure  adequate  flow  for  fish, 
Dones  said. 

The  city  and  the  tribes  also  worked  together  when  Indian  artifacts  were 
found  at  a construction  site  along  the  Tolt,  Tulalip  director  of 
intergovernmental  affairs  Dohn  McCoy  said. 

Unlike  such  specific  agreements,  this  document  provides  a framework  for 
working  together  on  any  issue,  McCoy  said. 

Dones  said  it  will  enable  negotiations  rather  than  litigation.  The 
governments  haven't  fought  in  court  before,  but  they've  come  close,  he 
said . 

Schell  said  this  agreement  will  be  good  preventive  medicine. 

"In  America,  we  tend  to  do  a deal  instead  of  build  a relationship," 

Schell  said.  "You  need  to  have  a relationship  established  in  order  to  have 
effective  conversations." 

The  mayor  added,  "The  city  has  worked  with  federally  recognized  Indian 
tribes  all  along  but  this  agreement  signals  a new  phase,  a recognition  of 
roles  and  responsibilities,  a level  of  maturity  and  respect  in 
intergovernmental  relations  that  we've  worked  hard  to  create." 

The  agreement  has  been  four  years  in  the  making.  McCoy  said  the  process 
began  after  all  the  state's  federally  recognized  tribes  signed  an 
agreement  with  the  state  acknowledging  their  sovereign  status.  McCoy  and  a 
Seattle  tribal  relations  staff  person  met  at  that  ceremony  and  agreed  a 
similar  agreement  between  their  governments  would  be  useful. 

McCoy  said  the  Tulalip  Tribes  relationship  with  Snohomish  County  is  so 


good  on  an  informal  level  there's  been  no  need  for  a similar  agreement. 

But  he  would  like  a negotiation  process  set  up  with  the  cities  of 
Marysville  and  Everett. 

Marysville  city  administrator  Dave  Zabell  said  long-term  agreements  with 
the  tribes  on  utilities  and  other  issues  already  acknowledge  the  tribes' 
sovereign  status. 

Part  of  the  Seattle  agreement  sets  up  an  intergovernmental  committee  of 
three  city  officials  and  three  tribal  members  to  meet  at  least  once  a year, 
McCoy  said. 

Schell  said  he  hopes  other  cities  and  tribes  will  follow  the  lead  of 
Seattle  and  the  Tulalips." 

You  can  call  Herald  Writer  Kristin  Kinnamon  at  425-339-3429 
or  send  e-mail  to  kinnamon@heraldnet.com  . 
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Table  Mountain  Rancheria  council  recalled 

Five  ousted  members  were  charged  with  a 'direct  violation'  of  tribal 
members'  rights. 

By  Matthew  Kreamer 
The  Fresno  Bee 
(Published  Duly  19,  2000) 

All  five  members  of  the  tribal  council  at  Table  Mountain  Rancheria 
were  recalled  Tuesday  evening  in  a landslide  vote. 

A new  council  will  be  elected  Friday. 

Tuesday's  vote  was  the  product  of  a recall  effort  after  the  former 
members  were  charged  with  "direct  violation"  of  tribal  members' 
rights . 

The  allegations  included  illegally  trying  to  strip  a majority  of 
tribal  members  of  their  heritage  and  failure  to  uphold  the  welfare  of 
the  rancheria's  lineal  descendants. 

Removed  were:  Chairwoman  Leanne  Walker-Grant  (by  a vote  of  117-3), 

Vice  Chairman  Aaron  Dones  (101-19),  Secretary/Treasurer  Craig 
Martinez  (116-4)  and  members-at-large  Ray  Barnes  (114-6)  and  Robbie 
Castro  (114-6). 

None  could  be  reached  for  comment  Tuesday. 

"We're  going  home,"  said  Carl  Brantley,  a tribal  descendant  who 
wasn't  recognized  as  a member  by  the  previous  council. 

When  a new  council  is  elected  Friday,  the  money  generated  by  the 
Table  Mountain  Casino  likely  will  be  redistributed  and  no  longer 
benefit  just  55  tribal  members  who  currently  receive  monthly  payments 
of  about  $14,000  and  also  are  given  housing  allowances  of  about 
$250,000. 

Instead,  the  money  will  potentially  be  distributed  among  several 
hundred  members  of  the  Mono-Chukchansi  Tribe  as  defined  under  a new 
set  of  guidelines.  The  coalition  that  organized  the  recall  will 
consider  any  direct  descendant  of  a tribal  member  named  in  the  1933 
base  membership  roll  as  a current  member. 

That's  good  news  for  several  hundred  tribal  descendants  who  have  been 
without  medical  care,  educational  benefits  and  revenue  from  the 
casino. 

"Depending  on  what  we  get,  I'm  going  back  to  school,"  Brantley  said. 

It  also  will  mean  Brantley's  grandmother  will  be  able  to  afford  the 
24-hour  medical  care  she  needs,  he  said. 

The  disagreement  over  who  was  and  was  not  a tribal  member  began  after 
the  rancheria  was  "terminated"  by  the  federal  government  in  the  1950s 
and  "reconstituted"  in  the  1970s. 

At  that  time,  four  Mono-Chukchansi  families  took  power  and  excluded 


anyone  who  didn't  own  ranchenia  land  at  the  time,  regardless  of 
bloodline. 

That  didn't  sit  well  with  Laura  Wass,  director  of  the  Fresno  branch 
of  the  American  Indian  Movement.  Wass  assisted  the  descendants  with 
the  recall  effort. 

"A  tribe  is  a tribe  is  a tribe/'  Wass  said.  "These  are  people  who 
left  the  rancheria  to  work,  but  they  still  visited  their  families 
there  and  were  part  of  the  tribe.  You  don't  take  away  an  Indian's 
heritage . " 

Wass  said  Tuesday's  election  also  set  a precedent  for  tribes 
throughout  the  country  to  follow. 

The  coalition  has  nominated  candidates  for  Friday's  tribal  council 
election,  which  will  be  at  Letterman  Park  in  Clovis. 

Flenryetta  Belmontez  will  run  for  chairwoman,  Lisa  Lewis  will  run  for 
vice  chairwoman,  Denise  lackson  will  run  for  secretary/treasurer  and 
Kathleen  Davis  and  Clifford  Lewis  will  run  for  the  member-at-large 
seats . 

Other  candidates  --  chosen  by  the  so-called  55  casino  Indians  -- 
could  be  nominated  before  Friday's  election.  They  probably  wouldn't 
have  the  support  to  beat  the  coalition  members,  though. 

Tribal  descendants  gathered  for  hours  at  the  Clovis  post  office 
Tuesday  awaiting  the  recall  election  results  and  cheered  when  they 
were  announced. 

"Indians  have  been  through  worse  than  this,"  Wass  said. 

"RE : Flickey  on  Logging  Protest"  
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Sub j : News:  Hickey  on  logging  protest 
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"Michael  Hickey",  owner  of  Hickey  Construction,  has  broken  his 
silence  over  an  armed  stand  off  by  Innu  protesters  in  the  woods  last 
week.  [Happy  Valley-Goose  Bay;  Innu] 
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Allison  Butler:  The  owner  of  a Labrador  logging  company  has  broken 
his  silence  over  an  armed  stand  off  in  the  woods  last  week.  Michael 
Hickey  of  Hickey  Construction  says  the  band  of  drunk  protestors  who 
threatened  his  workers  with  guns  did  nothing  to  better  the  forest 
industry  for  Innu  or  non-Innu  people  alike.  Paul  Pigott  has  the 
story. 

Paul  Pigott:  Last  week  protestors  were  calling  the  armed  blockade  a 
heroic  act  in  the  Innu  struggle.  But  Michael  Hickey  figures  it 
amounts  to  nothing  short  of  terrorism  and  he  says  the  only 
accomplishment  of  the  thuggary  was  to  scare  the  heck  out  of  ten 
loggers. 

Michael  Hickey:  They  were  absolutely  frightened.  You  know  ask  their 
wives,  ask  their  children  how  they  felt  that  evening  when  they  knew 
you  know  Dad  is  up  to  work  but  there  is  an  armed  stand  off  and  there 
is  guns  and  what's  going  to  happen,  is  he  coming  home?  Everything  is 
safe  now  and  fine  but  boy  I'll  tell  you  what  it  was  tense  there  for 
awhile. 

Paul  Pigott:  Hickey  did  meet  with  the  protestors  last  Friday.  He 
says  the  group  is  headed  by  former  Innu  leaders  now  out  of  power  and 
searching  for  a way  to  muscle  their  way  back  into  business. 


Michael  Hickey:  They  didn't  have  to  take  out  their  guns  in  order  to 
buy  logs,  that's  the  business  we  are  in,  all  they  had  to  do  was  ask. 

Paul  Pigott:  Hickey  did  agree  with  one  accusation  from  the 
protestors.  He  said  his  company  is  shipping  too  many  raw  logs  to 
Newfoundland.  He  says  he  would  love  to  process  all  the  wood  his 
company  cuts  right  here  in  Labrador.  The  real  problem  according  to 
Hickey  is  stumbling  negotiations  between  the  provincial  government 
and  the  Innu.  The  two  groups  have  been  haggling  now  for  over  five 
years  trying  to  decide  just  how  much  timber  companies  can  take  from 
the  woods  each  year.  Paul  Pigott,  CBC  News,  Happy  Valley  - Goose  Bay. 

The  owner  of  a Labrador  logging  company,  Michael  Hickey,  says  an 
armed  protest  last  week  did  not  do  anything  to  better  the  forest 
industry.  [513] 
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Glen  Tilley:  The  owner  of  a Labrador  logging  company  says  an  armed 
protest  last  week  did  not  do  anything  to  better  the  forest  industry. 

Michael  Hickey  says  the  band  of  drunken  protesters  who  held  the 
antilogging  demonstration  terrorized  ten  loggers.  Hickey  met  with 
the  protesters  on  Friday.  He  says  they  are  former  Innu  leaders  who 
are  now  out  of  power  and  who  are  searching  for  a way  to  muscle  their 
way  into  business  deals. 
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More  than  a week  ago  Federal  Fisheries  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal  was  in 
the  province  to  talk  about  shrimp  allocations.  The  president  of  the 
Innu  Nation  was  hoping  to  have  a formal  meeting  with  Dhaliwal  but  met 
with  the  Assistant  Deputy  Minister  instead.  Dhaliwal  called  Peter 
Penashue  last  week  to  discuss  the  issue  - Interview  with  "Peter 
Penashue",  president  of  Innu  Nation. 
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Mike  Power:  The  allocation  of  shrimp  has  been  a hot  topic  in 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador  lately.  More  than  a week  ago  Federal 
Fisheries  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal  was  in  the  province  and  met  with  a 
number  of  people  involved  in  the  fishery.  Peter  Penashue  was  hoping 
to  have  a formal  meeting  with  Dhaliwal  but  was  told  he  didn't  have 
time  and  met  with  the  Assistant  Deputy  Minister  instead.  After  a 
meeting  Penashue  described  as  useless  he  confronted  Dhaliwal  at  the 
Fisheries  Building  in  St.  Dohn's  over  the  Innu's  lack  of  a license. 

The  Innu  Nation  has  a quota  of  shrimp.  The  group  was  given  500  tons 
last  year  and  another  1,500  tons  this  year.  But  they  don't  have  a 
license  to  fish.  Dhaliwal  promised  he  would  call  Penashue  and 
discuss  the  issue  later  and  he  did.  Peter  Penashue  speaks  with  CBC 
reporter  Teresa  Blackburn. 

Teresa  Blackburn:  What  happened  during  your  telephone  meeting  with 
Herb  Dhaliwal? 

Peter  Penashue:  Herb  Dhaliwal  and  myself  spoke  on  the  phone  for  about 
half  an  hour  this  afternoon  and  we  were  talking  about  the  proposal 


that's  on  the  table  for  shrimp.  And  essentially  I told  him  that 
there  was  a proposal  on  the  table  which  would  allow  us  to  fish  the 
2,000  tons  of  shrimp  that  was  allocated  to  the  Innu  and  essentially 
my  argument  was  that  we  wanted  to  fish  the  shrimp  ourselves.  We  have 
...  we  partnered  or  I should  say  Innu  Economic  Development  partnered 
with  Coastal  Labrador  Fisheries  in  which  we  would  own  25%  of  the  boat 
and  which  would  make  us  full  partners  in  the  industry  and  would  allow 
us  to  hire  our  own  people,  train  our  own  people,  build  up  capacity 
and  share  the  royalties  and  also  at  the  end  of  the  day  share  the 
profits.  And  that's  the  proposal  that's  on  the  table.  So  I spoke  to 
him  about  our  proposal  this  morning,  this  afternoon  sorry.  And 
essentially  what  he  said  is  that  he  wasn't  prepared  to  change  his 
position  at  this  time  given  that  all  the  difficulties  he  had 
encountered  with  these  decisions  in  the  last  couple  of  months.  So 
he's  not,  according  to  him,  not  about  to  create  any  more  pressure 
onto  himself  because  essentially  I guess  he  is  arguing  that  if  he 
turns  the  allocation  into  a temporary  license  or  if  he  allows  us  to 
fish  the  quota  ourselves  then  other  industries  such  as  PEI  would  seek 
their  own  similar  arrangement.  I guess  one  thing  that  is  coming  very 
clear  to  me  is  that  the  adjacency  issue  is  not  of  importance  to  him. 
That's  a real  concern  because  obviously  the  Innu  Nation  is  adjacent 
to  the  resource  and  we  have  been  in  land  claims  negotiations  and 
those  two  things  allows  us  to  advance  our  position  much  further  than 
other  people  would  be  able  to.  I guess  essentially  he  was  ...  he's 
not  prepared  to  change  his  position  at  this  point.  Although  he 
agreed  that  he  and  I should  get  together  sometime  this  fall  and 
review  the  situation  again  and  see  what  could  be  accommodated  for 
next  year.  So  that's  where  we  left  it  and  we  will  obviously  continue 
to  push  for  our  cause.  And  I made  it  quite  clear  to  him  that  we've 
been  seeking  for  a license  since  the  early  part  of  the  80's  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  and  that  I felt  that  we  had  a right  to  access  a 
license  given  that  there  is  a letter  from  the  Minister  of  Fisheries 
Brian  Tobin  when  he  was  the  Minister.  The  letter  I'm  referring  to 
was  a letter  that  was  written  by  then  the  Minister  of  the  Department 
of  Fisheries  and  Oceans  Brian  Tobin,  when  he  was  the  Minister,  in 
which  he  said  that  the  next  available  license  would  be  made  available 
to  the  Innu  Nation.  So  we  have  that  letter  and  he  acknowledges  that 
the  commitment  was  made.  So  I explained  what  has  been  happening  in 
the  last  four  years  is  that  rather  than  giving  us  a new  license  the 
other  people  who  have  a license,  the  other  17  license  holders,  have 
been  getting  an  increase  in  the  total  allowable  catch,  which  I raised 
as  a real  concern  of  ours.  And  I think  he  sees  that  there  has  been  a 
lot  of  injustice  done  to  the  Innu  on  this  matter  and  he  recognizes 
that  something  has  to  be  done.  But  he  sees  this  as  a step,  giving 
the  Innu  an  allocation  now,  and  he  sees  that  ...  and  that's  why  I 
think  he  is  saying  that  we  should  meet  in  the  fall  and  see  what  we 
can  work  out. 

Teresa  Blackburn:  Are  you  hopeful? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  I'm  an  optimist,  I like  to  believe  that  things 
are  going  to  be  worked  out  in  the  end.  Obviously  we  have  some  work 
to  do  and  we  are  prepared  to  do  that  work. 

Teresa  Blackburn:  Mr.  Penashue  thank  you. 

Peter  Penashue:  You're  welcome. 

Mike  Power:  Peter  Penashue  is  the  president  of  the  Innu  Nation,  he 
was  speaking  with  the  CBC's  Teresa  Blackburn. 
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Mohegan  Chairman  named  to  endangered  language  panel 
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Mohegan  ? Gay  Story  Hamilton,  chairman  of  the  Council  of  Elders  of  the 
Mohegan  Tribe,  has  been  named  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Endangered 
Language  Fund  at  Yale  University. 

Since  January,  the  Mohegan ' s Council  of  Elders  has  assumed  responsibility 
for  the  tribe's  ongoing  language  reconstruction  project. 

"One  of  the  main  enemies  of  native  language  is  television,"  said  Flamilton, 
a former  instructor  at  Western  Connecticut  State  University  and  former 
employee  in  the  anthropology  department  at  the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History  in  New  York  City. 

"Because  people  everywhere,  even  on  reservations,  are  plugged  into  English 
television,  they're  probably  being  exposed  more  to  the  English  language  than 
their  own.  In  many  tribes,  only  the  leaders  are  fluent,"  said  Hamilton. 

"And  when  you  lose  language,  you  lose  culture.  So  it  is  important  to  preserve 
the  language.  It's  not  just  a nice  idea." 

The  Endangered  Language  Fund  is  a non-profit  organization  affiliated  with 
Yale's  department  of  linguistics.  The  fund  is  devoted  to  the  scientific 
study  of  endangered  languages,  the  support  of  native  efforts  in  maintaining 
those  languages,  and  the  dissemination  of  that  work  to  native  communities 
and  scholars. 

Hamilton  replaces  Mohegan  historian  Melissa  Fawcett  on  the  panel. 

The  Mohegans  have  been  working  on  their  language  reconstruction  project 
for  about  two  years. 

They  are  working  with  Florida-based  linguist  Julian  Granberry  to  create  a 
modern  Mohegan  language. 

"He  calls  it  modern,  because  it  won't  be  what  it  once  was,"  said  Hamilton. 

The  tribe  is  producing  four  interactive  compact  discs  with  basic 
vocabulary  and  sentence  structure  that  will  be  made  available  to  tribal 
members . 

"One  of  our  goals  is  to  provide  enough  information  so  individuals  can 
generate  sentences,"  said  Hamilton.  "This  will  not  just  be  rote  learning." 

Within  the  tribe,  a volunteer  group  has  been  working  on  the  project  for 
almost  two  years,  and  Story  said  the  effort  is  starting  to  pay  rewards. 

"We've  been  to  a couple  of  meetings  with  other  tribes  trying  to  either 
retain  or  reconstruct  their  languages,"  she  said.  "This  is  a situation  that 
affects  many  tribes,  and  not  just  tribes  like  us  who  have  had  a long  period 
of  time  assimilating  with  non-Indian  peoples." 

The  last  Mohegan  fluent  in  the  native  tongue,  the  Mohegan-Pequot  dialect 
of  the  Algonquian  language,  was  Fidelia  A.  Hoscott  Fielding,  who  died  in 
1908. 

Fielding  did  not  teach  her  protege,  Gladys  Tantaquidgeon,  who  is  now  101 
and  the  tribe's  matriarch,  much  of  the  Mohegan-Pequot  dialect,  according  to 
the  tribe's  written  history.  Use  of  the  native  language  was  prohibited  when 
Fielding  was  a girl,  and  she  feared  Tantaquidgeon  would  suffer  reprisal  if 
she  learned  the  dialect  and  spoke  it,  the  history  states. 

"We're  working  hard  to  bring  (the  language)  back,"  said  Hamilton.  "And 
it's  all  starting  to  come  together." 

The  Mohegans  have  met  with  the  Wampanoag  tribe  in  Massachusetts  to  share 
ideas  for  reconstructing  language. 

"We  want  to  see  what  other  tribes  are  doing,"  she  said.  "The  Wampanoags, 
they're  an  Algonquian  language,  too.  Their  language  is  closely  related  to 
ours,  and  one  way  a linguist  restores  a language  is  to  look  at  closely 
related  languages." 

Hamilton  is  the  leader  of  the  seven-member  Council  of  Elders  and  former 
editor  of  the  Mohegan  Press,  which  has  published  a dictionary  of  the 
tribe's  language  and  grammar.  The  dialect  is  not  directly  translatable  to 
English  and  focuses  on  the  land,  animals  and  rhythms  of  the  natural  and 
spirit  worlds,  according  to  the  tribe's  history. 

Years  ago,  Hamilton  completed  an  internship  through  the  Smithsonian 


Institution  by  shadowing  a curator  at  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  where 
she  later  worked. 
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Colo.  Fires  Uncover  Native  Dwellings 
The  Associated  Press 
Dul  23  2000  10:19PM  ET 

MESA  VERDE  NATIONAL  PARK,  Colo.  (AP)  - More  than  a hundred  years 
after  cowboys  first  discovered  the  native  American  dwellings  in  the  cliffs 
of  Mesa  Verde  National  Park,  a wildfire  raging  through  the  area  is 
uncovering  more  sites  and  giving  archaeologists  a better  understanding 
of  the  people  who  used  to  live  here. 

At  least  a dozen  previously  unknown  sites  have  been  found  as  the  latest 
wildfire  stripped  away  concealing  vegetation.  The  blaze  doubled  in  size  in 
24  hours  and  had  charred  17,000  acres  by  Sunday  evening.  It  was  only 
10  percent  contained. 

"It's  a bit  of  a trade  off,"  said  Dane  Anderson,  a National  Park  Service 
archaeologists  and  project  manager  of  Save  America's  Treasures,  a $3 
million,  two-year  federal  and  private  effort  to  study  the  cliff  dwellings. 

"It's  exciting  to  see  the  new  ruins  and  get  that  information,  but  at  the 
same  time,  fire  can  destroy  these  sites,"  she  said.  "Sandstone  explodes 
when  it's  heated." 

No  major  structural  damage  had  been  reported  Sunday,  but  the  fire  had 
moved  to  within  3 miles  of  the  ruins  known  as  Cliff  Palace,  the  park's 
major  attraction,  and  was  burning  in  Morefield  Canyon  where  there  are 
hundreds  of  known  sites. 

A dozen  archaeologists  were  accompanying  firefighters  to  help  identify 
new  sites  and  protect  them  if  possible. 

The  Mesa  Verde  fire  also  was  threatening  a park  campground  and  had 
spread  into  a remote  area  of  the  nearby  Ute  Mountain  Ute  reservation. 

The  national  park  was  closed  indefinitely. 

A second  fire  broke  out  about  25  miles  to  the  northwest  outside  the  park 
and  quickly  spread  to  600  acres,  forcing  the  evacuation  of  15  homes. 

"We're  running  short  on  resources,"  said  Deb  Koening,  spokeswoman 
at  an  interagency  fire  dispatch  center  in  Durango.  Firefighters  were 
pulled  from  the  Mesa  Verde  fire  to  fight  the  second  blaze. 

Wildfires  also  burned  in  Southern  California  - including  a 5,000-acre 
fire  in  a remote  canyon  in  Death  Valley  National  Park  - and  blackened 
70,000  acres  in  eastern  Oregon.  The  Oregon  fire  was  considered  "essentially 
out,"  officials  said  Sunday. 

Mesa  Verde  is  the  nation's  largest  archaeological  preserve  with  more 
than  4,000  identified  sites,  nearly  400  of  which  were  discovered  after 
a 1996  fire. 

Park  archaeologists  have  mapped  those  sites  and  are  studying  how  they 
relate  to  the  cliff  dwellings  and  other  structures  built  when  the  ancestors 
of  Pueblo  Indians  popularly  known  as  the  Anasazi  lived  in  the  area 
between  550  and  1300  A.D. 

"As  more  sites  are  added,  it  becomes  clearer  as  to  what  happened," 
said  Larry  Nordby,  an  archaeologist  at  the  park.  "It  allows  us  to  get 
a snapshot  at  what  the  landscape  looked  like  and  we  hope  to  expand  that 
over  the  next  several  years." 

All  of  the  600  cliff  dwellings  in  the  park  were  built  within  a 100-year 
period  after  1200  A.D.,  Nordby  said. 

Twenty-four  American  Indian  tribes,  living  mainly  in  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona,  claim  to  be  descendants  of  the  people  who  abandoned  the  area 
around  1300  A.D. 


For  years,  scientists  believed  the  150-room  Cliff  Palace  had  been  home 
to  hundreds  of  people.  But  a closer  look  over  the  last  few  years  has 
revealed  that  it  served  as  "transitional  housing"  for  only  about  25 
families,  Anderson  said. 

Only  about  25  rooms  have  hearths  for  cooking  and  heating  while  the  rest 
served  as  storage  or  ceremonial  areas,  Nordby  said. 

Archaeologists  aren't  sure  why,  although  one  theory  holds  that  Cliff 
Palace  was  used  for  craft  fairs  where  people  from  throughout  the  area 
could  trade  and  share  ideas  in  basket  weaving,  pottery  and  hunting, 

Nordby  said. 

"Part  of  the  reason  we  didn't  know  what  this  site  was  used  for  is  that 
it  was  excavated  in  the  early  1900s,"  Nordby  said.  "They  didn't  look  at 
things  as  systematically  as  we're  doing.  In  addition,  there  is  always  room 
for  interpretation." 

Archaeologists  also  are  not  sure  why  the  area  was  abandoned. 

"Mapping  rooms  and  rethinking  how  those  rooms  may  have  been  used 
helps  us  best  determine  the  daily  routines  of  the  ancestral  Puebloans  and 
their  community  structure,"  Nordby  said.  "It  may  also  help  us  further 
understand  some  of  the  mysteries  of  Mesa  Verde." 

Copyright  c.  2000  The  Associated  Press.  The  information 
contained  in  the  AP  news  report  may  not 
be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten  or  otherwise 
distributed  without  the  prior  written  authority  of  The 
Associated  Press. 
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Mogollon  wolves  face  uncertain  futures 

By  Catherine  Feher 
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By  Catherine  Feher 
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GILA  WILDERNESS,  New  Mex.  The  Southwest's  Mexican  Gray  Wolf  faces  an 
uncertain  future,  despite  federal  plans  to  remove  other  Gray  wolves  from 
the  Endangered  Species  list.  The  Mexican  wolf,  like  other  wolves,  was 
hunted  almost  to  extinction  by  Anglos  after  their  takeover  of  the 
Southwest.  The  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  has  announced  plans 
to  downgrade  Gray  Wolves  from  the  Endangered  Species  list;  but  has 
reassured  pro-wolf  factions  that  the  Mexican  wolves  will  retain  their 
protected  status. 

"The  problem  is  not  whether  wolves  can  live  with  human  beings,  the 
problem  is  whether  the  human  beings  will  allow  the  wolves  to  live  at  all," 
said  Wildlife  Biologist  Dulie  Palmquist  of  Wolf  Haven  International  in 
Tenino,  Washington.  "In  the  case  of  wolf  recovery  attempts  in  Alpine, 
Arizona  and  the  Gila  country,  there  is  plenty  of  game,  plenty  of  land, 
plenty  of  space.  Wolves  are  willing  to  share,  but  are  the  people  willing 
to  share  space  for  wolves;  that  is  the  question."  Wolf  Haven  is  one  of 
five  wolf  centers  in  the  United  States. They  have  reared  Mexican  wolves  and 
prepared  them  for  reintroduction  into  the  wild.  In  addition  to  working 
with  the  Mexican  wolves.  Wolf  Haven  is  home  to  30  other  Gray  wolves.  Some 
of  these  wolves  were  captured  as  pups  and  taken  into  human  homes,  others 
were  sold  to  Hollywood  animal  agents;  all  ended  up  needing  a safe  place  to 
live  in  as  natural  as  setting  as  possible. 

To  date,  there  are  18  Mexican  wolves  roaming  the  Southwest.  "Wolves  play 
a much-needed  role  in  the  balance  of  nature,"  Palmquist  explained.  "The 
wolf  culls  the  sick,  the  injured  and  the  weak  from  the  deer  or  elk  herd. 
They  help  to  end  the  suffering  of  the  sick  quickly,  and  the  health  of  all 


predators  is  determined  by  the  numbers  of  game  available  to  them...  The 
number  of  prey  determines  the  number  of  predators ; not  vice  versa." 

Wolf  Haven  has  reared  several  of  the  wolves  currently  the  Gila  Country 
and  the  Mogollon  Rim.  Last  March,  two  adults  and  their  three  pups  who  were 
born  at  Wolf  Haven  were  transported  from  Washington  to  Alpine,  Arizona. 

The  pack  is  called  the  Cienaga  Pack.  Sadly,  one  of  the  males  was  struck  by 
a car  and  killed  on  March  24. 

Four  other  wolves  have  been  deliberately  shot. 

Other  packs  in  the  Mogollon  and  Gila  country  are  the  Campbell  Blue  pack, 
consisting  of  a mated  pair  and  two  pups;  the  Hawk's  Nest  Pack,  a mated 
pair  (the  male  was  reared  in  Wolf  haven  and  released  in  1998)  and  three 
pups;  the  Mule  pack,  a mated  pair  and  two  pups  and  an  adopted  yearling. 

Two  more  Mexican  Wolf  packs  currently  await  relocation  into  recovery  zones. 
"Captive-bred  wolves  have  proven  their  ability  to  successfully  hunt  and 
reproduce  in  the  wild  if  given  the  opportunity,"  Palmquist  said.  "The 
American  public  supports  wolf  reintroduction,  but  some  people  in  the  Gila 
have  their  own  reasons  for  opposing  it,  and  they  need  serious  education." 

At  a recent  anti-wolf  rally  in  Glenwood,  in  Catarin  County,  deep  in  the 
Gila  Wilderness,  opponents  of  wolf  recovery  explained  assorted  reasons  for 
their  position.  Some  were  simply  ignorant  of  the  intimate  and  essential 
relationship  between  predator  and  prey.  Others,  ranchers  who  hold  federal 
lease  lands,  and  private  lands,  feared  that  wolves  would  damage  their 
profits  from  leading  hunting  expeditions  into  the  region. 

"What  these  people  don't  understand  is  that  wolves  don't  take  the  trophy 
elk,"  Palmquist  explained.  "They  take  the  sick,  the  maimed,  the  dying. 
Trophy  hunters  don't  want  those.  They  want  big  bucks." 

Denise  Tracy,  a Mogollon,  New  Mexico  resident,  said  she  thought  it  was 
unfair  to  take  hand-reared  wolves  and  place  them  in  wilderness.  "They 
can't  make  it,  there  is  not  enough  food  for  them,"  she  explained. 

But  federal  Fish  and  Wildlife  officials  and  Albuquerque  resident  David 
Parsons,  former  head  of  the  federal  Wolf  Recovery  project  have  different 
opinions . 

"There  is  plenty  of  food  for  the  wolves  in  the  Gila  country,"  Parsons 
said.  "The  question  is,  do  a few  ranching  families  want  to  share  the  land 
with  the  wolves.  The  people  who  have  killed  five  of  the  wolves  obviously 
don't  want  to  share;  even  though  the  American  people  demand  wolf  recovery. 

" U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Assistant  Regional  Director  Tom  Bauer  said,  "We 
know  that  the  New  Mexico  area  and  Catron  county  are  excellent  areas  for 
wolf  survival.  As  to  Gila  residents  saying  that  there  is  not  enough  deer 
or  elk  for  the  wolves,  that  is  doubtful.  A recent  case  of  a Gila  rancher 
killing  over  50  elk  for  grazing  on  his  leasehold  is  evidence  of  great 
waste  and  abuse." 

The  rancher  Bauer  referred  to  is  Narcisco  Baca,  who  announced  that  he 
had  actually  killed  100  elk  and  left  them  to  rot.  Under  an  unusual  New 
Mexico  policy,  land  holders  are  freely  allowed  to  shoot  as  many  elk  or 
deer  on  their  land  as  they  want,  all  they  need  do  is  sign  up  for  a permit. 
This  allows  ranchers  and  landowners  to  sell  their  permits  to  trophy 
hunters  and  pocket  the  money,  about  $3,500  for  a bull  elk  permit.  In  a 
region  where  federal  subsidies  are  barely  supporting  ranchers  and  the  red 
meat  market  is  falling,  many  Gila  ranchers  take  the  outfitting  and  hunting 
option . 

"This  is  one  of  the  real  issues  with  ranchers  opposing  wolf 
reintroduction,"  Bauer  explained.  "They  are  making  money  with  the  permit 
and  trophy  scheme,  and  they  worry  that  wolf  recovery  will  interfere  with 
that  money.  The  argument  that  there  is  not  enough  game  just  isn't  true, 
and  the  Baca  situation  clearly  illustrates  that." 

Wolf  advocate  David  Parsons  explained  that  he  spent  years  and  hundreds 
of  hours  of  discussion  with  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  residents  in  an  attempt 
at  wolf  recovery  education. 

"The  Mexican  wolf  is  a unique  subspecies  that  historically  contributed 
to  the  biological  diversity  and  ecological  functioning  of  southwestern 
ecosystems,"  Parson  said.  "Deliberate  eradication  efforts  driven  by  public 
attitudes  of  the  late  1800s  and  early  1900s  nearly  ended  the  Mexican  wolf. 
But  increased  public  support  for  endangered  species  conservation  and  wolf 


recovery  over  the  past  three  decades  has  created  a socio-political  climate 
that  now  favors  wolf  reintroductions.  Proponents  of  wolf  recovery 
outnumber  opposers  by  about  2-1." 

Lois  Crisler,  author  of  Arctic  Wild,  lived  among  the  wild  wolves  and 
predators  of  the  Brooks  Range  in  Alaska  for  years.  She  was  one  of  the 
first  American  writers  to  advocate  wolf  recovery.  According  to  Crisler, 
"popular  myths  have  slandered  one  of  the  earth's  most  interesting  and 
ingratiating  creatures ... .wolves,  unlike  dogs  and  men,  are  gentle-hearted.. 
.In  a reasonable  world,  these  peaceful  predators  would  be  the  most 
cherished  object  of  study  by  our  race,  trying  to  unlearn  war.  Why,  then, 
do  people  hate  wolves  and  seek  to  exterminate  them?  It  takes  a 
psychiatrist  to  say." 

Aldo  Leopold,  one  of  America's  founding  conservationist  fathers  and 
chief  advocate  for  the  creation  of  the  Gila  as  America's  first  federal 
wilderness,  once  hunted  wolves  for  bounty.  But  his  heart  changed  when  he 
fully  understood  the  role  of  wolf  and  each  creature  in  the  Great  Web  of 
Life.  He  wrote  of  a turning  point  in  his  life,  deep  in  the  Gila  Country. 

"We  reached  the  old  wolf  in  time  to  watch  a fierce  green  fire  dying  in 
her  eyes.  I realized  then,  and  have  known  ever  since,  that  there  was 
something  new  to  me  in  those  eyes;  something  known  only  to  her  and  to  the 
mountain.  I was  young  then,  and  full  of  trigger-itch . I thought  that 
because  fewer  wolves  meant  more  deer  [a  popular  but  incorrect  assumption], 
that  no  wolves  would  mean  hunters'  paradise.  But  after  seeing  that  green 
fire  die,  I sensed  that  neither  the  wolf  nor  the  mountain  agreed  with  such 
a view." 

In  the  first  Mexican  wolf  release  on  March  28,  1998,  Aldo  Leopold's 
grand-daughter  Patricia  Stevenson  helped  carry  one  of  the  first  11  Mexican 
wolves  released  onto  their  ancient  home  range  in  the  Apache  National 
Forest . 

"There  is  enough  room  for  all  of  us,  human  and  wolf,"  Palmquist,  one  of 
the  caretakers  for  the  wolves  said.  "We  all  want  to  live." 
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The  following  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  by  the  Chiefs-in-assembly 
at  the  21st  annual  Assembly  of  First  Nations  AGA  in  Ottawa  this  week.  The 
Assembly  of  First  Nations  is  calling  for  the  removal  of  senior  regional 
office  officials  in  the  Alberta  regional  office  of  Indian  and  Northern 
Affairs  Canada,  saying  that  they  are  "subverting  Lubicon  land  rights  by 
trying  to  use  the  1991  social  services  funding  agreement  to  tear  Lubicon 
society  apart." 

The  AFN  resolution  is  a good  example  of  a prominent  organization 
demonstrating  that  attacks  on  the  Lubicon  people  will  not  be  tolerated  and 
that  there  is  widespread  support  for  the  Lubicon  Nation. 

The  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  has  so  far  failed  to  respond  to  the  flood 
of  complaints  he  has  been  receiving.  More  resolutions  like  this  and  more 


letters  from  supporters  should  make  this  issue  impossible  to  ignore. 
+++++++++++++ 
attachment : 

ASSEMBLY  OF  FIRST  NATIONS 

21st  ANNUAL  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  DULY  11-13,  2000 
OTTAWA,  ONTARIO,  CANADA 

RESOLUTION  No.  20/2000 

SUBDECT:  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  Provision  of  Services 
MOVED  BY:  Daret  Cardinal,  Proxy,  Lubicon  Lake  First  Nation 

SECONDED  BY:  Chief  Tom  Bressette,  Chippewas  of  Kettle  & Stoney  Point,  Ontario 
CARRIED 

WFIEREAS  in  1981,  then-Indian  Affairs  Minister  Dohn  Munro  agreed  that  the 
federal  government  would  reimburse  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  for 
provision  of  certain  basic  services  including  social  services  despite  the 
lack  of  settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights  and  a recognized  Lubicon  Reserve; 
and 

WFIEREAS  in  1991  the  Alberta  government  and  the  federal  Department  of  Indian 
Affairs  negotiated  a social  services  funding  agreement  providing  that  the 
Alberta  government  will  provide  social  services  to  Indians  "not  ordinarily 
residing  on  a Reserve";  and 

WFIEREAS  the  Lubicon  people  were  not  consulted  about  this  1991  social 
services  funding  agreement  and  have  never  agreed  to  the  Alberta  government 
providing  Lubicon  members  with  social  services;  and 

WFIEREAS  the  1991  agreement  specifically  applies  to  "Treaty  Seven  and  Treaty 
Eight  Indian  First  Nations,  Tribes,  and  Bands  only"  and  the  Lubicon  Lake 
Indian  Nation  is  not  a signatory  or  party  to  either  Treaty  Seven  or  Treaty 
Eight;  and 

WFIEREAS  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  does  not  have  recognized  Reserve 
lands  to  ordinarily  reside  "on"  or  "off"  of  but  rather  retains  aboriginal 
land  rights  over  unceded  Lubicon  Territory  and  is  still  trying  to  negotiate 
a settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights  with  Canadian  governments;  and 

WFIEREAS  the  Alberta  government  and  senior  officials  of  the  Alberta  Regional 
Office  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada  are  now  trying  to  use  the  1991 
social  services  funding  agreement  to  tear  Lubicon  society  apart  and  subvert 
Lubicon  land  negotiations  by  effectively  telling  Lubicon  members  living 
anywhere  but  Little  Buffalo  Lake  that  they  must  either  join  another  First 
Nation  or  go  begging  to  the  Alberta  government  for  subsistence  welfare  to 
feed  their  families; 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  the  Chiefs-in-Assembly  at  the  Annual  General 
Assembly  in  Ottawa  hereby  direct  the  AFN  National  Chief  and  the  Alberta 
Regional  Vice-Chief  to  intervene  with  the  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  to  do 
the  following: 

1.  Honour  the  1981  agreement  to  reimburse  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation 
for  social  assistance  provided  to  Lubicon  members  wherever  they  reside 
pending  settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights; 

2.  Take  immediate  removal  actions  against  the  senior  regional  office 
officials  in  the  Alberta  regional  office  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs 
Canada  who  are  working  in  concert  with  the  Alberta  government  to  subvert 
Lubicon  land  rights  by  trying  to  use  the  1991  social  services  funding 
agreement  to  tear  Lubicon  society  apart;  and 

3.  instruct  all  of  his  officials  to  immediately  stop  all  of  their 
continuing  efforts  to  subvert  Lubicon  land  rights  and,  consistent  with  the 


federal  government's  fiduciary  responsibility,  do  what  they  can  to  support 
settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights. 


FINALLY  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Chiefs-in-Assembly  request  that  the 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  respond  in  writing  within  sixty  days  or  sooner 
to  the  Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation,  to  report  on  the  actions  he  has  taken  to 
address  the  above  concerns. 
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WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  They  come  into  Elaine  Newton's  court  by  the  dozens, 
charged  with  underage  drinking,  using  marijuana,  fighting.  Some  are  as 
young  as  11. 

They  are  children  without  a childhood,  being  sucked  into  the  vortex  of 
drinking  and  despair  that  destroys  too  many  people  on  Colorado's  remote 
Southern  Ute  Indian  reservation.  Newton,  the  tribe's  chief  judge,  sees 
more  of  them  every  year. 

Many,  Newton  said,  are  victims  themselves,  either  of  abuse  or  what  she 
calls  "emotional  incest." 

"That's  where  children  basically  are  left  to  feel  responsible  for  their 
parents'  own  emotional  needs,"  Newton  said.  "They  feel  it's  their  fault 
that  mom  is  drinking  or  dad  leaves,  when  it's  really  not  their  fault. 

"I  think  we  forget  they  are  children." 

As  crime  rates  fall  nationwide,  they  are  rising  in  American  Indian 
communities,  especially  among  the  43  percent  of  Indians  under  age  20. 

Indian  youth  are  far  more  likely  to  be  arrested  for  alcohol-related  crimes 
than  their  non-Indian  counterparts,  according  to  a report  released 
Thursday  by  a government  advisory  panel. 

The  Coalition  for  Juvenile  Justice  report  said  3 percent  of  juveniles 
arrested  for  liquor  law  violations  are  Indian,  though  Indians  make  up  just 
1 percent  of  all  juveniles.  The  coalition,  a nonprofit  group  of  state 
advisory  boards  created  under  a federal  juvenile  justice  law,  recommends 
expanding  programs  to  fight  Indian  alcoholism,  depression  and  gangs. 

"In  states  with  significant  American  Indian  communities,  American  Indian 
youth  are  found  far  too  frequently  in  the  back  of  squad  cars,  rather  than 
in  the  front  of  classrooms,"  the  report  said. 

Juvenile  crime  is  one  strand  in  the  web  of  social  problems  facing  urban 
and  reservation  Indian  communities,  the  report  said.  High  reservation 
unemployment  is  one  factor. 

"There  are  limited  opportunities  on  the  reservation,  especially  those  in 
rural  areas,"  said  Kevin  Shendoe,  a member  of  New  Mexico's  Jemez  Pueblo 
who  started  a group  to  help  youths  develop  leadership  skills.  "Given  that 
and  the  history  of  alcoholism  and  poverty,  I think  it  all  plays  into 
students  getting  depressed  and  frustrated  --  and  in  certain  serious  cases, 
violent . " 

Another  factor  is  abuse  passed  down  from  generation  to  generation,  often 
starting  with  Indian  children  forced  into  government  or  religious  boarding 
schools  where  tribal  culture  was  suppressed  and  abuse  and  neglect  were 
commonplace . 

"Cultural  oppression  has  taken  a heavy  toll  on  Native  Americans  for 
years,"  Newton  said.  "There's  been  a lack  of  parenting  because  of  boarding 
schools.  Parents  don't  know  how  to  be  parents.  ...  In  society  today, 
you're  in  between  two  cultures.  They  lost  their  Indian  culture  and  they're 
struggling  with  trying  to  figure  out  where  they  fit." 

Indians  have  some  of  the  worst  health  care  and  highest  death  rates  from 


alcoholism,  diabetes,  accidents  and  suicide  in  the  nation.  That  means  many 
young  Indians  are  repeatedly  traumatized  by  deaths  of  friends  and 
relatives,  said  Sandi  Ernst,  a psychologist  who  ran  the  White  Mountain 
Apache  Tribe's  child  mental  health  programs  from  1993  to  1999. 

A large  number  of  children  affected  by  alcohol  in  their  mothers'  wombs 
also  contributes  to  the  crime  problem,  said  Ernst,  who  now  practices  in 
Phoenix.  People  exposed  to  alcohol  in  the  womb  are  more  impulsive  and 
often  cannot  understand  consequences  of  their  behavior,  she  said. 

"That  increases  the  likelihood  they're  going  to  do  stupid  things,"  Ernst 
said . 

Tribal  programs,  which  must  rely  on  federal  funding,  are  too  often 
shortchanged,  the  report  said.  Newton  said  getting  enough  money  to  help 
the  children  she  sentences  is  a constant  problem.  Children  who  have  enough 
Indian  heritage  to  qualify  for  some  federal  programs  but  are  not  enrolled 
members  of  the  tribe  often  fall  through  the  cracks,  she  said. 

"It  often  seems  like  there's  no  funding  available  to  help  us,"  Newton 
said.  "If  we  need  treatment  for  sexual  abuse  or  domestic  violence  or 
alcohol  treatment,  there's  no  one  to  help  us.  It's  kind  of  like  these 
problems  never  get  resolved." 

Newton  also  thinks  that  Indian  communities  must  take  responsibility  for 
ending  the  cycle  of  abuse  and  alcohol. 

"A  lot  of  us  are  in  denial  about  what  has  happened,"  Newton  said.  "We 
cover  up  things  or  say  nothing's  wrong  in  our  families.  We  don't  make  our 
families  accountable  for  the  wrongs  we  may  have  done. 

"My  sense  is  we  need  to  validate  what  has  happened,  grieve  and  then  move 
on.  Until  you  can  do  that,  you  just  don't  resolve  anything." 

"RE : Countdown  to  Clemency"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Aug  2000  13:18:36  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : COUNTDOWN  TO  CLEMENCY! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

COUNTDOWN  TO  CLEMENCY! 

LEONARD  PELTIER  JUSTICE  CAMPAIGN,  YEAR  2000 

We  want  to  announce  that  we  are  embarking  on  a crucial  fund  drive  from 
now  until  Leonard's  birthday,  September  12th.  We  are  taking  this  step 
because  Leonard's  possibilities  for  release  are  dwindling  rapidly.  As  you 
well  know,  his  appeals  have  been  exhausted,  his  chances  of  parole  are 
extremely  thin,  and  the  clock  is  ticking  toward  President  Clinton's  last 
days  in  office.  We  have  until  January  20th  to  persuade  him  to  do  the  right 
thing,  and  set  Leonard  free.  We  must  keep  in  mind  that  the  President  may 
well  be  considering  whether  or  not  to  grant  Leonard's  release  at  this  very 
moment.  Indeed,  the  chance  for  executive  clemency,  Leonard's  best  hope,  may 
well  reach  its  peak  at  the  end  of  the  Clinton  Presidency,  after  the  November 
election  and  before  January  20th.  We  must  be  prepared. 

Leonard  will  be  56  years  old  in  September;  he  will  have  spent  more  than 
24  of  those  years  in  prison.  Considering  his  age,  poor  health,  and 
diminishing  chance  for  release,  Leonard's  case  - indeed  his  life  - has  never 
before  reached  such  a critical  stage.  We  truly  fear  that  if  he  is  not 
granted  executive  clemency  by  President  Clinton  he  might  never  see  freedom. 

In  order  to  attract  President  Clinton's  attention  in  the  best  and  most 
positive  light  we  will  have  to  take  it  upon  ourselves,  for  a brief  time,  to 
compete  with  the  level  of  access  enjoyed  by  the  FBI.  This  means  we  have  to 
garner  mainstream  national  media  attention,  work  with  professional  policy 
analysts  and  lobbyists  who  have  connections  to  key  government  officials,  and 
intensify  and  build  our  grass  roots  campaign.  Unfortunately,  these  goals 
can  only  be  reached  with  proper  funding. 

For  the  first  time,  and  hopefully  the  last,  we  are  taking  the  necessary 
step  of  asking  each  of  Leonard's  supporters  to  contribute  a minimum 
donation.  While  we  understand  that  this  may  well  be  difficult  for  many  of 
you,  even  a small  amount  will  make  a significant  difference. 


Here  is  a breakdown  of  our  most  important,  impending  costs: 

*$20,000  for  the  services  of  a public  relations  firm 

* $5,000  to  sponsor  a bus  of  Pine  Ridge  residents  to  travel  to  a New  York 
event 

* $25,000  for  a quarter  page  ad  in  a Sunday  edition  of  the  "New  York  Times" 
(additional  funds  raised  will  go  toward  a larger  ad) 

~ a total  goal  of  $50,000 

While  this  is  a large  sum,  our  goal  could  be  realistically  reached.  If 
each  LPDC  list-serv  subscriber  were  to  send  in  $12.50,  we  will  have 
collected  this  amount.  We  will  be  announcing  the  amount  raised  once  a week, 
and  we  will  let  you  know  when  we  have  raised  enough  to  pay  for  the  PR  firm, 
the  ad,  and  the  bus.  We  have  additional  legal,  copying,  postage,  travel, 
phone,  and  fax  costs  for  which  we  have  submitted  grants  to  funding  agencies. 

A public  relations  firm  is  necessary  to  combat  the  FBI's  accelerating 
misinformation  campaign.  This  is  our  only  hope  of  competing  on  even  ground, 
breaking  the  media  blackout  of  Leonard's  cause,  and  gaining  widespread, 
favorable  attention. 

The  "Times"  ad  will  serve  much  the  same  purpose.  We  have  just  begun 
circulating  a draft  of  the  ad,  and  as  of  now  Winona  Ryder,  Peter  Coyote, 

Peter  Matthiessen,  Kris  Kristofferson,  Ed  Asner,  and  Robert  Redford  have 
agreed  to  sign  it.  We  will  also  circulate  the  advertisement  to  several 
prominent  human  rights  advocates,  such  as  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu,  His 
Holiness  the  Dalai  Lama,  and  Rigoberta  Menchu.  We  will  post  drafts  and 
updates  of  the  ad  on  the  LPDC  web  site  for  your  viewing. 

We  are  offering  special  gifts  for  donations  of  $25  or  greater.  The 
breakdown  of  gifts  is  as  follows: 

* $25  - a free  year's  subscription  to  "Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse"  news 

* $50  - Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sundance,  by  Leonard  Peltier 

* $100  - newly  printed  "Free  Peltier"  sweatshirts 

* $150  - rare  "What  about  Hoe?"  poster  regarding  the  suspicious  death  of  Hoe 
Stuntz 

* $500  - your  choice  of  a formerly  unavailable  numbered  print  of  "Grandma 
lumping  Bull,"  "Spirit  of  the  Bear,"  or  "Big  Mountain  Lady"  painted  by 
Leonard  Peltier 

*$1,000  or  more  - a set  of  the  above  prints,  an  Edward  Curtis  lithograph 
(donated  by  Christopher  Cardozo, 

Inc  - one  available  - first  come  first  serve),  the  last  available  hard 
copy  of  Peter  Matthiessen ' s In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse  signed  by  the 
author  (1  available  - first  come  first  serve),  or  a hand  beaded  necklace 
made  by  Leonard  Peltier  (1  available  - first  come  first  serve) 

*$5,000(!)  - Your  choice  of  an  original  oil  painting  by  Leonard  Peltier 
A form,  which  you  will  need  to  print  out  and  send  in  with  your  check  or 
money  order,  will  be  sent  in  a following  email. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  support. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  lustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Return  This  Form  to  LPDC"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Aug  2000  13:24:14  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Return  this  form  to  LPDC 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 


(Print  this  form  and  return  to  LPDC) 


COUNTDOWN  TO  CLEMENCY! 

LEONARD  PELTIER  DUSTICE  CAMPAIGN,  YEAR  2000 

YES!  I want  to  contribute  to  the  emergency  fund  drive  and  help  gain  freedom 
for  this  innocent  man! 

Name Phone  # 

Full  Address 

Enclosed  is  my  contribution  for: 

$25  Please  send  my  free  sub  to  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse  news  to  the  above 

address 

$50  Please  send  a copy  of  Prison  Writings,  My  Life  Is  My  Sundance  by  L. 

Peltier 

$100  Please  send  my  Free  Peltier  sweatshirt  to  the  above  address 

$150  Please  send  a "What  About  Doe"  poster  to  my  above  address 

$500  Please  send  me  one  numbered  print  of: 

Grandma  lumping  Bull, 

Spirit  of  the  Bear 

Big  Mountain  Lady 

$1000  Please  send  me  one  of  the  following: 

a full  set  of  the  above  prints 

a signed  copy  of  In  the  spirt  of  Crazy  Horse 

a hand  beaded  necklace  made  by  Leonard  Peltier 

an  "Oasis  in  the  Badlands"  (an  Edward  Curtis 

lithograph  donated  by  Christopher  Cardozo,  Inc) 

$5000  Please  an  original  Peltier  oil  painting:  TITLE 

Other,  I have  enclosed  a contribution  of  $ . 

NOTE:  With  the  exception  of  Prison  Writings  and  oil  paintings  by  Leonard 
Peltier,  all  gifts  will  be  available  during  this  fund  drive  only.  Donations 
over  $250  are  tax  deductible,  but  checks  must  be  made  out  to  "Global 
Exchange,"  our  501C3  fiscal  sponsor,  with  "c/o  LPDC"  in  the  memo.  All  other 
checks  can  be  made  out  to  LPDC  directly.  All  donations  should  be  sent  to 
our  address.  Thank  you  for  your  generous  contributions.  LPDC,  PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : LA  March  For  Dustice"  

Date:  Tue,  1 Aug  2000  10:38:50  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : LA  March  For  Dustice 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

AUGUST  16th  MARCH  FOR  DUSTICE/FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER  - Los  Angeles 

The  eyes  of  the  world  will  be  on  L.A.  during  the  Democratic  Convention. 

We  have  an  opportunity  to  stand  together  in  a cry  for  justice  for  Leonard 
Peltier,  who  is  facing  his  last  chance  for  a near  future  release.  On 


Wednesday,  August  16,  people  from  all  walks  of  life  will  unite  in  a 
powerful  and  diverse  Festival  of  Resistance/Dia  de  Resistencia  against 
rampant  police  brutality,  mass  incarceration,  and  the  death  penalty,  and 
against  repression  of  dissidents  and  freedom  fighters  locked  in  prison.  We 
call  on  all  those  under  the  gun  of  this  repression,  and  all  those  who  seek 
justice,  to  join  an  organized,  spirited,  peaceful  and  non-violent 
expression  of  our  freedom  of  speech. 

Leonard  Peltier  supporters,  join  us  in  this  mass  demonstration  for 
JUSTICE.  24  YEARS  of  Torture  and  false  imprisonment  is  enough.  Show  the 
Democrats  that  you  are  tired  of  the  lies  and  you  demand  justice  and 
freedom  for  Political  Prisoner  Leonard  Peltier.  Bring  Banners  and  signs 
to  show  your  support. 

Assemble  Pershing  Square,  Fifth  and  Olive  at  Noon 
March  at  2:00  PM  to  Parker  Center, 

LAPD  Headquarters 

Temple  and  Los  Angeles  Streets 

Rally  at  Parker  Center  2:45-3:45 

Followed  by  Youth  March 

to  Staples  Center,  11th  & Figueroa 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 

Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  7 August  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Mello,  William  D. 

E-46820 

C.S.P.  Sacramento 
A-5-226-L 

Represa,  Ca.  95671-0066 
Ancestry:  Blackfoot/Cantonese 

Midkiff,  Lawson  Alfred 
2294  Slagle  Rd . 

Leesville,  LA  71446 

Mills,  Calvin  Thomas 
#289-039 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/9/75 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Miller,  Robert  L.R. 
#191-152-MC 
PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Moffo,  Sr.,  Christopher  James 

#199-502 

PO  Box  56 

Lebanon,  OH  45036 
Date  of  Birth:  12/21/60 
Ancestry:  Chiricahua  Apache 

Miller,  Dwayne 
#202-560 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/31/64 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Dail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640339,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 


GIVING  BACK:  Duly  2000  my  elder  asked,  "I  read  all  this  negativity, 
see  all  this  finger  pointing.  Where  is  the  accountability?  Where 
does  anyone  say,  '...and  this  is  what  I am  going  to  do  about  it.'?" 
--  This  section  is  dedicated  to  responses  to  that  question.  Please 
continue  to  share  your  gifts  of  giving,  email  me  at  gars@netcom.com 


"RE : Providing  One's  Community  with  Information" 

Date:  Sun,  30  Dul  2000  14:23:07  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

Sub j : providing  one's  community  with  information  of  Native  America 

Gary,  I hope  that  this  response  will  encourage  others  to  patiently, 
persistently  develop  relationships  within  their  own  communities,  which 
will  provide  more  visibility  of  Native  America  Today. 

I've  discovered  that  information,  if  provided  & publicized  in  our  Santa 
Barbara/Tri-County  region,  on  Native  America  Today  is  welcome  through 
several  public  media  channels. 

Native  American  Voices  Circle  of  Sharing  is  a Community/Schools 
partnership  now,  which  acts  as  a clearinghouse  via  technical  librarian 
(Apache)  Marge  Fauver's  ability  to  research  requests. 

Teachers,  who  sign-up  for  SBCEO's  Curriculum  Units  assistance,  can  acqui 
Fred  Borchers'  technical  expertise  in  providing  classrooms  with  'prepared 
materials  for  Study  Units  on  American  Indians'  in  any  K-8  grade  class. 

Any  and  all  patrons  within  our  Tri-County  area,  ba  accessing  the 
Black  Gold  database,  can  check  out  whatever  books,  magazines,  newspapers, 
videos,  cassettes,  CDs  they  find  listed.  Items  will  be  delivered  to 
their  branch  library  as  an  inter-library  loan  for  50  cents  an  item,  and 
can  often  be  renewed  before  a final  return  date. 

This  month,  the  Eastside  Library's  NAVCS  exhibit  features  'Sovereignty: 
Native  America  Today, ' which  provides  Indian  Country  Today  issues  of  the 
broad-spectrum  of  news  from  tribal  nations  across  the  country.  This  is 


our  way  of  letting  Community/School  patrons  know  that  this  weekly  will  be 
available  along  with  the  other  monthly  & quarterly  native  publications. 

NAVCS  provides  a Saturday  event  in  October  and  May,  near  days  honoring 
Native  Americans.  Besides  displaying  some  of  the  materials  just 
mentioned,  native  americans  share  what  we  bring  to  share,  and  this  year 
we've  begun  featuring  a native  american  program  presented  by  someone 
currently  involved  in  the  organization.  Last  May,  Deri  Brunoe-Samson 
shared  her  work  in  the  Unity,  native  youth  organization.  This  October, 
local  Terry  Trevor  will  present  her  work  as  a native  writer/mentor  with 
Wordcraft  Circle.  Having  developed  from  a Gathering  of  native  writers  in 
1992,  now  including  indigenous  writers  mentoring  young  writers  from 
several  other  countries,  see  www.wordcraftcircle.org. 

Encouraged  by  Dohn  Echohawk,  NAVCS  provides  lists  of  native  american 
websites,  as  well  as  bibliographies.  I'm  working  with  our  local  internet 
provider,  RAIN,  a Smithsonian  award  recipient,  to  provide  an  educational 
website  of  native  american  websites  by  this  fall. 

_Spoken  Movement_  our  local  Community  Youth  Magazine  supported  by  a 
growing  number  of  local  sponsors,  welcomes  articles,  poetry,  photos, 
drawings,  etc.  from  youth  everywhere.  This  issue  contains  an  article 
from  the  InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative's  newletter  _Buffalo  Tracks_  about 
a 13  year  old  girl  in  South  Dakota,  who  used  her  birthday  as  an  event  to 
help  the  buffalo  receive  more  visibility  through  the  media.  I'm  a liaison 
for  native  contributors,  as  well  as  articles  on  native  topics,  (which 
provide  permission  for  reprint)  which  would  interest  youth  and  families. 

KCET,  our  Southern  California  PBS  station  now  provides  a contact  form,  a 
printed  'procedure,'  for  any  native  american,  who  wishes  to  be 
interviewed,  in  order  to  share  information,  (which  can  be  directly  related 
to  issues  of  Native  (Southern)  Californians) . I continue  to  assist  those 
who  visit  our  area,  who  have  specific  info-  on  the  logistics  of 
actualizing  an  interview  in  the  KCET  studios  in  Los  Angeles  for  the  _Life 
& Times  News_. 

Our  local  Com  TV,  KCTV,  Channel  17  encourages  me  to  provide  'imports' 
of  native  american  videos,  which  are  ready  to  be  aired.  Several  buffalo 
videos  await  approval  of  the  video  producers  for  fall  airing  for 
'educational  purposes. ' 

NAVCS  invites  enquiries,  and  suggestions,  with  the  hope  of  assisting 
others  in  developing  their  own  community  networks.  Grassroot  efforts  of 
NPR  and  national  Com  TV  provide  each  of  us  local  access,  which  we  can 
build  upon,  as  well  as  the  Frieds  of  branch  libraries,  and  county  school 
services . 

Susanna  Seelye  Shreeve 

"RE : The  KCET  Model"  

Date:  Sun,  6 Aug  2000  17:30:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna(3rain .org> 

Sub j : The  KCET  Model 


Gary, 

Please  share  this  information  with  your  readers.  Val  Zavala  of  KCET,  Los 
Angeles  is  intended  to  reach  as  many  native  americans  as  possible. . .those 
who  in  the  region,  and  those  who  visit  Los  Angeles  from  time  to  time. 

Although  this  information  is  KCET  specific,  I hope  that  readers 
translate  it's  content  to  their  own  regional  PBS  station,  or  local 
Community  TV  stations,  and  Public  Radio  stations.  Together  we  can 
encourage  and  support  the  public  media  in  increasing  media  coverage  of 
News  Of  Native  American  Today. 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Thu,  03  Aug  2000  19:11:52  -0700 
From:  Valerie  Zavala  <vzavala@kcet . org> 

Subj:for  PBS  News  Coverage  of  Native  American  News,  KCET,  Los  Angeles 
Hi  Susanna  -- 


The  e-mail  I 


sent  you  several  months  ago  describing  the  things  we  consider  when  we  are 
sizing  up  a potential  interviewee  is  not  formal  or  written  out.  But  I 
can  describe  it  again  if  you  like. 

1.  First  and  foremost  we  are  local.  Local  issues,  people,  events  are  what 
we  concentrate  on. 

2.  If  there  is  enough  complexity,  controversy  or  significance  to  a story 
it  may  work  as  a top  story  which  is  field  produced  and  leads  the  program. 

3.  If  someone  is  a "Mover,  Shaker  or  Thinker"  and  can  speak  passionately 
about  a local  concern  or  issue,  or  has  a moving  personal  story  to  tell, 
they  may  fit  into  the  second  segment.  This  segment  is  taped  in  the  studio 
and  required  the  person  coming  to  KCET. 

4.  If  there  is  an  interesting  event  or  exhibit  and  someone  can  bring 
things  to  the  studio  "show  and  tell"  it  may  fit  the  third  "People,  Places 
and  Things"  segment.  Things  like  art  exhibits,  archaeological  finds, 
astronomical  events,  or  film  festivals  fit  in  this  segment. 

Story  ideas  can  be  sent  to  A1  Corral,  our  news  director  or  to  me.  Phone 
numbers : 

Corral  323-953-5261  acorral@kcet . org 
Val  Z.  323-953-5261  vzavala@kcet.org 

Ideas  for  the  "People,  Places  and  Things"  segment  can  be  give  to  Vicki 
Curry  at  323-953-5634  vcurry@kcet . org 
I hope  this  is  helpful. 

Val  Z. 


I thank  each  of  you,  for  sharing  these  stories  of  GIVING  BACK! 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  30  Dul  2000  23:36:31  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - May  18,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 
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Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
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THE  PLODDER'S  PETITION. 


Lord,  let  me  not  be  too  content 
With  life  in  trifling  service  spent - 
Make  me  aspire! 

When  days  with  petty  cares  are  filled 
Let  me  with  fleeting  thoughts  be  thrilled 
Of  something  higher! 

Help  me  to  long  for  mental  grace 
To  struggle  with  the  commonplace 
I daily  find. 

May  little  deeds  not  bring  to  fruit 
A crop  of  little  thoughts  to  suit 
A shriveled  mind. 

HELEN  GILBERT. 


MISS  WEEKLEY  HAS  ARRIVED  AT  PORTO  RICO  - THE  VOYAGE  AND  HER  FIRST 
IMPRESSIONS. 


In  a letter  dated,  San.  Duan,  P.R.,  May  30,  Miss  Weekley  speaks  thus 
in  part  to  her  friends  and  class  left  behind  at  Carlisle: 

Having  the  wind  with  us  as  we  left  New  York,  Tuesday  afternoon,  we 
hoisted  our  sails  and  were  soon  out  of  sight  of  familiar  scenes. 

Wednesday,  the  winds  again  favoring  us,  we  passed  Hatteras  and  crossed 
the  Gulf  Stream  to  find  ouselves  in  the  path  of  the  trade  winds.  They 
retarded  our  progress,  making  us  a day  late. 

From  Tuesday  night  until  Sunday  night  we  were  out  of  sight  of  land. 

Few  ships  passed  us,  the  water  grew  bluer  and  bluer  as  we  neared 
tropical  seas,  and  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  flying  fish  or  a 
bunch  of  sea  weed  there  was  nothing  but  the  blue  of  the  sky  rivaled  by 
the  blue  of  the  ocean. 

For  hours  at  a time  I sat  on  deck  wrapped  in  my  heavy  cape,  watching 
the  play  of  the  sunlight  on  the  water,  content  to  let  the  time  pass 
without  so  much  as  a definite  thought  as  to  the  morrow. 

Sunday  night,  the  cry  went  around: 

"Land  ahead!" 

We  rushed  to  the  bow  of  the  boat  to  get  our  first  view  of  San  Duan. 

There  it  lay  right  under  the  southern  cross  - 
the  lights  of  the  city  gleaming  across  the  water  like  so  many  stars. 

It  was  too  late  to  enter  the  harbor;  the  water  the  deepest  in  the 
Atlantic  was  too  deep  for  us  to  anchor  in,  so  we  drifted  around  until 
the  pilot  came  early  Monday  morning  to  take  us  in. 

The  first  sound  I heard  was  the  bugle  for  rising  at  Morrow. 

In  a few  minutes  the  sun  rose,  and  there  lay  the  closely  built  city 
with  its  flat  roofed  buildings  protected  by  the  frowning  fort. 

Tall,  graceful  palms  raised  their  feathery  heads  to  the  sun,  and  stood 
out  dark  against  the  sky. 

The  hills  in  the  back-ground  were  green,  making  a beautiful  setting 
for  the  city  nestling  so  close  to  them. 

As  soon  as  we  were  anchored,  for  there  was  not  a pier  for  our  boat,  we 
were  visited  by  the  health  officer  and  custom  house  officials. 

Long  before  this,  however,  the  steamer  had  been  surrounded  by  numerous 
small  rowboats  with  a covering  over  one  end  and  manned  principally  by 
negroes,  who  jabbered  away  in  a mixture  of  English  and  Spanish.  These 
boats  were  to  take  the  passengers  ashore. 

One  of  our  Indian-Soldier  Boys  -Russell  Whitebear. 

While  watching  the  custom-house  officers,  I heard  some  one  speak  to  me 
in  Spanish. 

Looking  around,  the  familiar  and  smiling  face  of  Russell  Whitebear  was 
before  me. 

He  soon  remembered  his  English,  asked  about  his  friends  at  Carlisle 
and  wished  to  be  remembered  to  them.  He  looks  well. 

Our  Former  Sloyd  Teacher. 

Soon  after  Russell  left  me  one  of  Miss  Ericson's  friends  came  to  take 
me  to  her.  We  found  her  in  a well-equipped  Sloyd  room,  surrounded  by  a 
class  of  earnest  pupils  that  did  not  look  very  unlike  some  of  her 
Carlisle  classes. 

[continued  page  4] 
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BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
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Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


The  Carlisle  Indians  are  the  only  competitors  worthy  of  our  steel 
within  striking  distance;  and  therefore  are  our  natural  rivals. 

- [Mercersburg  Monthly. 


Martha  Owl,  who  graduated  in  '97,  takes  a diploma  from  the  Carlisle 
High  School,  this  year.  The  Commencement  exercises  occurred  yesterday 
in  the  Carlisle  Opera  House,  to  which  a number  of  the  faculty  and 
special  friends  were  invited  by  Miss  Martha. 


We,  the  members  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  wish  to  thank 
the  employees  and  students  of  the  school  for  the  aid  which  they  have 
given  us  in  erecting  a monument  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Marshall. 

EDWIN  SMITH 

GUY  BROWN  } Committee. 


Picnic  Notes. 

For  an  account  of  the  picnic  in  a nutshell,  read  Dune  Red  Man,  just 
out . 

Thursday  the  7th. 

Ten  coaches. 

Best  friends  meet. 

Two  meals!  lolly!  lolly! 

Singing  birds  and  babbling  brook. 

Band  music  and  playing  fountains. 

Real  Virginia  Reel. 

Bumblebees  and  yellowjackets . 

Botanizing  and  mountain  climbing. 

No  dry  bread  after  the  rain. 

Rambling  in  groups  of  three  and  more. 

Landscape  never  more  beautiful. 

Tennis  Racquets  but  no  tennis  racket. 

The  waiter  girls  who  had  to  forego  some  of  the  pleasures  to  help  make 
ready  the  tables  and  wash  dishes  are  to  be  commended  for 
their  cheerfulness  through  it  all.  There  were  but  one  or  two 
exceptions . 

Miss  Cutter's  golf  bonnet  was  one  of  the  attractions. 

The  repacking  of  a hot  box  on  a car  wheel  as  we  were  about  to  return 
was  interesting. 

The  behavior  of  the  students  was  all  that  could  be  desired  except  in 
one  or  two  cases. 

Amusing  game  of  ball  - teachers  and  girls  - three  innings  - score  21 
to  1 in  favor  of  girls. 

The  girls  were  seated  opposite  the  boys  at  table,  which  was  pleasant 
to  nearly  all. 

Mr.  Mason  Pratt  and  Mrs.  Pratt,  Master  Dick,  Misses  Sara,  Roxanna  and 
Marion  all  of  Steelton  were  in  attendance. 

As  we  passed  a train  load  of  Wilson  College  girls  near  Chambersburg 
going  home  on  their  vacation  excitement  ran  high. 

Ask  Mr.  Miller  if  he  ever  got  left.  He  and  baby  got  off  at  East 
Fayetteville  to  visit  friends  and  Mrs.  Miller  remained  on  train.  They 
soon  found  each  other,  however. 

Dinner  call  by  bugle  was  a welcome  sound  to  all. 

Chicken,  cake  and  lemonade  were  some  of  the  good  things  taken  along  to 


eat . 

The  superintendents  of  shops  and  their  families  who  reside  in  town 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  day  as  much  as  the  rest  of  us  and  they  were  welcome 
associates . 

Rev.  Diffenderfer , Miss  Williams,  Miss  Diven  and  Mrs.  Eckles  were 
among  the  guests  of  the  occasion. 

A stray  football  thrown  by  careless  boys  hit  Miss  Miles  and  Mrs. 

DeLoss  and  hurt  them  badly  for  a few  moments. 

Virgnia  Eastman  and  Miss  Ely  were  the  hammock  sleepers,  and  were 
photographed.  Don't  tell  'em! 

Instructor  of  tinsmithing  and  wife  Mrs.  Harkness  stepped  the  Mazurka 
to  the  admiration  of  all. 

The  most  tired  people  must  have  been  Major  Pratt,  Mr.  Kensler,  Miss 
Miles,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vandermay,  Miss  Noble,  and  Mrs.  Rumsport,  who  had 
the  management  of  affairs  and  the  serving  of  the  food. 

The  boys  and  girls  who  stuck  their  heads  and  arms  out  of  windows  as 
the  train  was  in  motion  made  the  M.O.T.B.S.  hold  his  breath  more  than 
once,  he  rembering  the  student  that  was  killed  in  that  way  a year  or  two 
ago. 

The  mix-up  in  seating  on  the  train  for  the  home  trip  was  due  to  a 
misunderstanding  of  orders.  The  boys  behaved  like  gentlemen  through  it 
all,  but  some  of  the  girls  showed  a petulant  and  ungrateful  disposition, 
anything  but  becoming,  after  having  had  such  a delightful  day. 


(P  3) 

School  closes  today. 

Lawn  sociable  Saturday  night  last. 

The  Fourth  is  less  than  three  weeks  off. 

Miss  Miller  spent  Sunday  in  Philadelphia. 

The  storm  on  Monday  night  was  no  light  one. 

The  Standings  returned  from  Gettysburg  on  Friday. 

Miss  Nana  Pratt  is  visiting  friends  at  Pottstown. 

The  meet  with  Bucknell  last  Friday  resulted  in  a tie  - 52  to  52. 

We  won  the  game  from  the  Gettysburg  team  on  Saturday;  score  12  to  6. 

Ernest  Robitaile  was  one  of  the  graduates  of  the  Dickinson  Law  School, 
this  year. 

Master  Hobart  Cook,  of  the  St.  Luke's  Academy,  Butlerton,  is  visiting 
his  mother. 

The  game  of  baseball  with  State  College  on  Wednesday  was  lost  to  us  by  a 
score  of  5 to  3. 

The  baseballers  held  a reception  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  hall  on  Monday 
evening. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  is  in  Philadelphia  for  a day  or  two,  on  school  business 
and  Mrs.  DeLoss  is  in  charge  of  the  girls. 

The  honeysuckles  in  front  of  Major's  and  elsewhere  are  contributing 
their  fragrance  to  the  air. 

Louis  Sanchez  has  gone  to  his  friends  at  Huntingdon,  this  State,  for 
the  summer  and  is  a happy  little  boy. 

"Ice!  Ice!"  crieth  certain  by-standers  to  one  who  moveth  slowly,  but 
it  has  not  the  most  cooling  tendency. 

Miss  Pauline  Cope,  class  1900,  Wilson  College,  was  a guest  of  Miss 
Richenda  Pratt  for  a day  or  two,  on  her  way  to  her  home  in  Easton. 

Miss  Reasoner,  of  Chicago,  is  visiting  her  aunt  - Mrs.  Given.  She  has 
been  here  before  and  received  a warm  welcome  from  her  Carlisle  friends. 

Too  many  changes  among  the  students  this  week  to  note  by  name.  A 
number  have  gone  to  their  homes  in  the  west,  and  another  large  party  has 
gone  to  the  country. 

Miss  Cutter  spent  Sunday  with  her  sister  Miss  Ruth  Cutter,  at 
Kensington,  Md.  The  latter  has  a recent  appointment  to  the  Census 
Bureau  in  Washington. 

Major  and  Mrs.  Pratt  tendered  the  Band  an  informal  reception  on 
Saturday  night.  Each  member  was  priviledged  to  have  the  company  of  a 
young  lady  friend.  Games  and  a social  chat  were  indulged  in; 
refreshments  were  served  and  the  evening  was  highly  enjoyed  by  all  who 
participated . 


Ohiyesa  is  the  handsomest  young  man  on  the  grounds  now. 

We  have  had  some  fair  samples  of  rain  lately,  but  the  grass  needs 
more. 

A number  of  the  faculty  of  the  school  were  invited  by  our  neighbor, 

Mr.  Wetzel,  to  his  beautiful  residence,  to  see  the  opening  of  a fine 
Night  Blooming  Cereus.  It  was  the  most  perfect  plant  of  its  kind  that 
most  of  the  company  had  ever  seen,  and  the  same  was  greatly  admired. 

The  Dune  Red  Man  is  mailed  today.  Among  other  interesting  reading 
matter  this  issue  contains  Mrs.  Cook's  Outlook  article  on  The 
Representattive  Indian,  which  excited  considerable  comment  and  which 
takes  the  new  view  of  the  way  to  represent  the  Indian. 

Frank  Teeple,  '00,  is  working  for  the  Sturgeon  River  Lumber  Company, 
Michigan,  and  is  most  of  the  time  on  the  jams.  He  sometimes  falls  in 
and  is  forced  to  swim.  Before  his  present  employment  he  was  working  for 
the  same  company,  running  rapids,  which  is  regarded  quite  dangerous 
business,  yet  he  enjoyed  it. 

Several  at  our  school  have  been  invited  to  be  present  at  the  17th 
Anniversary  and  Graduating  Exercises  of  the  Chilocco  Oklahoma,  Indian 
School,  Dune  17-22;  and  we  should  be  pleased  to  attend,  but  are  afraid 
that  official  duties  will  keep  most  of  us  at  home.  We  wish  them 
success,  however,  and  that  the  class  turned  out  will  be  a credit  to  its 
alma  mater. 

The  band  has  given  up  its  trip  to  Paris  and  has  disbanded.  Many  of 
the  boys  have  gone  to  their  homes  in  the  west  and  some  to  the  schools 
whence  they  came.  Storekeeper  Kensler  has  taken  charge  of  the 
instruments  and  there  will  be  no  band  music  for  some  time.  No  one  is 
more  sorry  for  this  than  the  Man-on-the-band-stand . And  the  school  in 
general  truly  mourns  the  breaking  up  of  the  organization  that  has  given 
us  so  much  pleasure. 

A brief,  impressive  service  was  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon  at  the 
grave  of  the  late  Thomas  Marshall,  in  whose  memory  a stone  of  gray 
granite  has  been  erected  by  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  our 
school  and  other  friends.  Rev.  Alexander  McMillan,  rector  of  St.  Dohn's 
Episcopal  Church  Carlisle,  officiated,  and  his  remarks  were  most 
appropriate,  recalling  the  manly,  Christian  life  that  we  still  miss 
sorely.  He  said  that  we  were  not  met  to  consecrate  anew  the  ground,  but 
to  consecrate  our  hearts  anew  to  the  service  of  the  Master  whom  Thomas 
so  delighted  to  follow.  His  was  indeed  one  of  the  "lives  that  lift." 


(continued  from  page  one) 

She  gave  me  a warm  welcome  and  asked  many  questions  about  Carlisle, 
showing  she  had  not  forgotten  her  friends  there. 

The  people  on  the  island  have  coffee  at  six,  breakfast  at  twelve  and 
dinner  at  six,  so  I had  breakfast  with  Miss  Ericson.  It  was,  I thought 
very  good. 

Visits  the  Grave  Yard,  First. 

After  breakfast  we  went  to  the  cemetery,  which  is  one  of  the  sights. 

The  newer  part  looks  very  much  like  our  cemeteries,  but  in  San  Duan 
the  grave  is  rented,  and  if  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  do  not  pay  the 
rent  the  body  is  dug  up  and  the  grave  is  rented  to  some  one  else,  even 
the  coffins  are  sometiems  rented. 

In  the  old  part  we  found  a solid  brick  wall,  nearly  30  feet  high  and 
ten  feet  thick.  In  this  were  four  horizontal  rows  of  niches  each  large 
enough  for  a human  body. 
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The  Grave  Wall. 

These  niches  or  graves  are  rented  the  same  as  those  in  the  newer 
cemetery.  There  were  many  vacant,  that  had  been  newly  whitewashed 
showing  that  the  bodies  had  been  removed  recently. 

The  ground  was  covered  with  bones  while  immense  lizards  darted  in  and 
out  among  the  weeds. 


She  Reaches  Ponce, 

Where  Mrs.  Shaffner-Etnier  Lives. 

Leaving  San  Duan  at  six  we  reached  Ponce  early  Thursday  morning.  Here 
again  we  had  to  anchor  away  out  from  shore  and  be  inspected  before  we 
could  land. 

If  Mr.  Etnier  had  not  come  to  the  boat  for  me  I fear  I never  should 
have  had  the  courage  to  come  ashore  alone,  for  I am  afraid  of  the 
boatmen  who  chatter  in  Spanish. 

Mrs.  Etnier  gave  me  a very  cordial  greeting,  and  soon  I felt  at  home 
in  her  cosy  house.  My  room  is  small,  but  cool,  neat  and  comfortable 
with  electric  lights. 

San  Duan  is  on  the  coast,  but  Ponce  is  back  about  two  miles  from  the 
ocean,  and  there  are  hills  all  around  us. 

Tomorrow  I begin  work  in  the  schools  of  Porto  Rico.  For  a little 
while  I shall  have  third  or  fourth  grade  work,  then  later  seventh  or 
eighth.  I am  sure  I shall  like  the  work  here,  but  will  not  forget  my 
class  and  friends  at  Carlisle,  and  the  helps  they  have  given  me. 

We  see  by  the  Haskell  Leader,  Kansas,  that  their  Commencement  will 
occur  Dune  17-20;  that  ex-superintendent,  now  President  of  Shaw 
University,  N.C.,  Charles  F.  Meserve  was  married  to  a Miss  Dulia 
Philbrick,  of  Waterville,  Maine,  in  May;  that  our  former  Miss  Stanton  is 
at  Gloversville,  in  the  foothills  of  the  Adirondacks;  that  Miss  Kemp, 
for  a short  time  with  us,  has  resigned  her  position  as  teacher  at  Genoa, 
Nebraska,  and  accepted  a position  in  the  Census  Bureau  at  Washington; 
that  Mr.  Peairs  has  said  something  nice  about  returned  Carlisle  students 
whom  he  met  at  Laguna,  N.M.,  which  will  appear  in  the  Duly  Red  Man;  that 
Miss  Daisy  Dixon  received  her  Masters  degree  at  the  University  of 
Kansas,  last  week;  that  Dr.  Dixon  recently  gave  his  Sunday  School  class 
a band-wagon  ride  and  an  ice-cream  treat  and  that  they  have  a Doe  Setter 
in  the  painting  department  while  we  have  twenty  "setters"  in  our 
printing  department. 


A letter  from  Libbie  Archiquette ' s country  home  expresses  her  pleasure 
in  her  work.  She  is  being  urged  by  her  friends  to  return  west,  but  is 
very  anxious  to  remain  at  school  until  she  graduates.  If  home  friends 
could  realize  how  they  hinder  the  progress  and  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
boys  and  girls  here  who  are  struggling  to  make  men  and  women  of 
themselves,  they  would  write  only  encouraging  letters,  and  would  cease 
their  begging  their  children  to  give  up  a good  thing. 


We  get  most  encouraging  reports  from  Isaac  Seneca,  '00,  who  has 
established  himself  in  the  blacksmithing  business  near  his  home  in  New 
York  State  He  sent  for  Sydney  Burr,  to  whom  he  will  pay  first  class 
wages.  There  we  are  - Indians  in  business  hiring  Indians.  We  have 
turned  out  mechanics  who  became  "bosses"  of  white  men. 


Zitkala  Sa  is  spending  the  summer  with  her  mother  in  South  Dakota.  An 
editorial  on  her  Atlantic  Monthly  articles  which  appeared  in  the  Word 
Carrier  will  be  reprinted  in  the  Dune  Red  Man. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  18  letters. 

My  5,  7,  12,  10  is  the  way  a tennis  ball  feels  to  a person. 

My  3,  8,  1 is  a young  bear. 

My  18,  15,  13,  14,  10  is  to  be  clever  and  active. 

My  6,  2,  17,  16  is  to  make  well. 

My  4,  9,  7,  10,  10,  11  is  full  of  hard  places. 

My  whole  is  what  are  robbing  the  printing  office  of  hands  just  now. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Vacation. 
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 

For  more  information  about  the  Carlisle  Indian  Industrial  School 
(1879-1918),  go  to  http://www.epix.net/~landis. 

- — "RE:  They  Can  Have  Him"  


Date:  Wed,  29  Sep  1999  19:43:48  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub  j : "they  can  have  him" 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

A few  years  ago  I worked  for  a while  as  a tribal  court  advocate  with 
Navajo  Legal  Aid  in  Window  Rock.  As  an  advocate  you  act  as  a 
representative  of  the  people,  the  office  handled  divorces,  custody 
issues,  wills,  probates,  repossessions,  criminal  defense  and  a lot  of 
different  things  people  came  in  for. 

There  were  a few  of  us  and  the  caseload  was  heavy,  sometimes  as  many  as 
80  cases  per  advocate.  It  got  to  the  point  that  someone  would  come  in 
and  you  would  talk  to  them  trying  to  figure  who  it  was  was  and  what 
they  were  there  for,  then  going  to  the  case  file  and  seeing  where 
everything  was  at.  Often  times  when  an  advocate  had  two  cases  to  go  at 
the  same  time,  one  of  us  would  pick  up  the  folder  and  take  off  to  the 
court  house. 

The  court  houses  were  in  Chinle,  Tuba  City,  Shiprock,  Kayenta, 
Crownpoint,  Ramah  and  Window  Rock.  Sometmes  this  would  involve  driving 
hours  away.  Tuba  City  was  five  hours  from  Window  Rock,  so  it  took  all 
day  to  handle  these  matters. 

On  arriving  at  the  court  the  advocate  would  meet  the  clients  on  the 
steps,  shake  hands  and  go  from  there.  Sometimes  you  did  not  know  them, 
or  had  just  met  them;  others  you  were  well  acquainted  with.  There  are 
alot  of  legal  problems  out  there,  so  you  always  have  a heavy  caseload. 

It  was  the  issue  at  the  heart  of  the  case  that  was  important  and  so  you 
worked  with  what  was  in  the  file  and  went  from  there.. 

Often  times,  the  people  represented  have  a want  and  feeling  that  there 
should  be  bitterness  or  dislike  by  the  advoates  toward  the  other 
parties.  That  in  representing  them  there  is  support  in  their  position 
to  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  other  opposing  party,  but  there 
have  been  times  it  is  not  so,  it  is  just  a another  case.  A cup  of 
coffee,  a meal  shared  between  litigators  is  common  place,  it  is  a file, 
an  issue  and  for  the  court  room.  You  win  or  lose  or  make  some 
compromise  and  go  on  to  the  next  one. 

Justice,  what  is  it?  To  a woman  whose  husband  has  left  her  and  their 
children  without  support  it  is  a desire  to  have  the  judge  tell  him  he 
is  a bad  man,  that  he  should  have  take  better  care  of  them  and  what  he 
did  was  WRONG.  That  in  the  traditional  way  of  doing  things  that  he  has 
broken  promises  and  a home  and  is  a serious  matter.  This  is  what  our 
people  would  like  to  see. 

But  in  the  courts,  the  matter  before  a Judge  of  the  Court  is  to  just 
answer  some  basic  questions,  did  he  leave  his  wife,  does  she  want  a 

divoirce,  are  there  grounds,  and  if  there  are;  then  it  will  be  granted, 

then  decisions  on  who  gets  the  kids,  and  if  not  him,  how  much  will  he 
pay.  The  fact  is  very  seldom  will  a judge  call  the  man  in  front  of  him 

and  tell  him  what  his  wife  wants  to  hear.  She  waits  to  hear  it  but  it 

does  not  come,  so  in  a way  it  is  less  than  what  justice  means  to  her. 

Justice,  it  is  a word,  it  means  to  be  fair,  impartial  and  to  make 
things  right,  to  restore  one  to  where  you  were  before,  but  it  is  not 
always  so. 

For  a time  my  wife  went  to  school  in  Provo,  Utah  and  so  I would  go  up 
there  on  the  weekends.  One  on  occasion  I was  with  her  and  we  happened 
to  meet  an  old  school  friend  of  hers  on  the  street,  near  downtown.  She 
was  a white  woman,  and  had  young  Indian  child  with  her,  what  was  his 
name? 

Standing  on  the  sidewalk  in  Utah  looking  into  the  young  eyes  of  this 
little  Navajo  boy,  innocent  and  so  young,  a thought  crossed  my  mind, 
"maybe  you  are  the  one  they  talked  about...  maybe  your  life  will  be 
rent  and  torn  and  made  the  example" . The  thought  flew  but  lingered  a 
minute  as  I looked  into  the  smiling  face  of  the  new  mother,  a childhood 
friend  not  really  known. 

I remembers  a few  months  earlier  in  Window  Rock,  I was  standing  by  some 


lawtens  as  they  were  having  a discussion  about  Navajo  family  life, 
values  and  testing  the  waters  of  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act.  This  act 
was  made  to  keep  Indian  children  with  their  own  people,  as  too  many 
Indian  children  had  been  lost  to  tribes,  and  a part  of  this  was  that 
any  adoptions  of  indian  children  could  be  reviewed  by  the  tribe  within 
a certain  amount  of  time.  Many  of  these  cases  involved  Indian  women  or 
children  away  from  the  reservation  where  adoptons  took  place  in  state 
court  and  often  times  placed  the  Indian  mother,  parents  and  families  at 
a disadvantage. 

I heard  these  tribal  lawyers  and  some  advocates  talking  about  the  need 
for  such  a case,  I agreed  that  it  would  be  good  to  see  that  the  Indian 
mothers,  children  and  families  have  a say  over  their  own.  The  law  had 
to  be  tested,  a case  where  an  Indian  mother  had  given  up  a child  and 
possibly  the  requirements  of  the  law  were  not  fulfilled  such  as  a 
review  by  the  tribe  before  the  adoption  was  complete. 

During  this  time,  a young  Indian  woman  was  having  a chiild  and  thoughts 
of  making  a home  with  the  Indian  father  were  going  through  her  mind. 

This  was  not  the  case,  the  father  left  to  his  home,  to  his  reservation 
and  left  her  alone.  She  ended  up  giving  up  the  child  in  faraway 
Northern  Utah  and  returned  to  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

I stood  there  listening  to  the  discussion  between  these  Navajo 
litigators  and  thought  about  what  would  happen  to  the  people  caught  up 
in  such  a case.  The  lawyers  talked  about  a test  case  where  the  state 
and  adoptive  parents  would  be  required  to  come  to  the  court  in  Window 
Rock,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Navajo  Tribe  to  hear  what  justice 
would  be  imposed  in  these  our  courts. 

The  lawyers  talked  on  about  such  a case  based  on  circumstances  that 
would  allow  such  a challenge  to  take  place,  to  bring  a child  home  with 
the  legelese,  jargon  and  hopefully  acclaim  and  notoriety  as  well  for 
those  involved.  The  die  was  cast  and  case  had  to  be  found. 

I remembered  Provo  and  him  standing  there,  this  little  boy  he  had  two 
names,  one  his  mother  gave  him  and  the  one  his  new  parents  had  provided 
for  him..  He  stood  maybe  2 1/2  feet  tall.  He  was  with  his  mother,  who 
happened  to  be  a childhood  neighbor  to  my  wife.  They  were  eating  at  a 
place  called  Hawkins  Drive  Inn. 

The  young  couple  was  adopting  him  and  he  was  their  child.  He  was 
Navajo,  from  somewhere  off  the  the  Navajo  Reservation.  I thought  about 
how  such  a child  came  to  be  here  in  this  place  in  Utah. 

Months  later  going  I was  going  into  the  court  room  for  a hearing  at 
Window  Rock,  I could  see  there  was  a small  faint  looking  Navajo  woman 
making  her  way  slowly  down  the  steps  from  the  court  room  upstairs.  She 
looked  so  sad  and  at  the  bottom  there  were  some  reporters  wanting  to 
talk  to  her.  An  older  woman,  maybe  her  mother  was  with  her. 

There  were  others  there,  some  secretaries,  staff,  visitors  and 
strangers.  Someone  was  heard  to  say  she  should  just  let  them  take  the 
boy,  he  is  already  theirs.  She  did  not  look  at  the  crowd,  held  her  head 
down  and  slowly  went  outside.  The  group  there  was  saying  she  was  the 
mother  of  the  boy.  This  family  I had  seen  on  the  sidewalk  in  Utah  was 
coming  down  the  stairs,  with  this  little  Navajo  boy.  They  came  down  and 
were  silent  but  smiling.  They  looked  a little  worried  with  all  the 
Indians  watching  them,  wondering  if  they  were  friendly  or  hostile.  The 
Navajo  people  there  clapped  for  them,  it  was  heard  the  child  was  better 
off . 

Going  up  stairs  I turned  and  could  see  the  couple  talking  to  the  news 
reporters  and  made  an  announcement  that  they  had  won  and  the  child  was 
theirs.  He  would  be  going  home  with  them.  They  left  the  building  and 
drove  off  with  their  lawyer. 

The  paperwork  was  dropped  off  and  on  going  to  the  parking  lot,  there 
was  a car,  an  older  one  with  the  mother  still  sitting  there  with  a far 
off  look  in  her  eyes.  She  did  not  look  happy  and  as  Navajo  woman  don't 
get  emotional  she  was  not  crying.  This  was  the  same  woman  with  the 
child  I had  seen  months  earlier. 

Later  the  mother  when  she  returned  to  her  home  over  toward  Crownpoint 
way,  left  her  family  at  the  house  and  walked  far  off  as  if  she  were 
herding  sheep  but  there  were  none.  She  sat  there  in  the  open,  alone  and 


cried  her  heart  out  for  this  child;  this  one  naturally  born  to  her  and 
now  gone.  She  had  waited  to  be  alone  and  found  the  time  hard,  she  cried 
for  a long  time  and  then  returned  to  the  house  silent,  quiet  and 
without  tears. 

The  woman  had  gone  to  court  to  take  back  her  son,  to  raise  him, 
retrieving  him  from  a mistake  done  while  young  and  far  from  home.  After 
hearing  the  talk,  and  the  words  of  lawyers  talking  about  traditional 
vs.  anglo  values,  family  life,  opportunites  and  all  the  things  lawyers 
say  in  times  like  this.  She  spoke  up  and  said  she  wanted  to  put  an  end 
to  it  all  and  said  "they  can  have  him...". 

This  young  man  had  heard  much  in  the  way  of  the  lack  of  many  things  on 
the  Navajo  Reservation,  the  poor  life,  poor  education  system,  the  lack 
of  good  health  care  and  the  strangeness  of  living  in  a remote  area. 

After  all  there  was  no  Hawkins  Drive  Inn  or  mall  there.  They  were  all 
glad  to  hear  it,  those  there  and  those  waiting  outside. 

The  people  there  and  the  child  did  not  know  then  that  sometimes  a 
mother's  love  is  greater  than  anything  and  sometimes  it  is  greater  than 
her  own  needs,  wants  and  hopes.  She  gave  him  away  that  day  and  left  to 
hear  whispered  taunts,  disdainful  looks  and  lost  hope  from  those 
outside.  Standing  not  too  far  off,  I watched  as  all  this  happened. 

As  time  as  gone  I wonder  about  a Navajo  mother  standing  alone  on  a hill 
away  from  home  crying  over  a decision  to  live  a lifetime  without  a 
child.  I think  it  is  a pain  that  does  not  go  away.  What  is  the  price  of 
love,  of  nuturing.  A thought  about  the  wisdom  of  Solomon  comes  to  mind 
and  so  it  goes  that  the  well  of  a mother's  love  is  so  deep  that  to  draw 
out  of  it  leaves  it  empty  for  her  and  so  this  was  the  case. 

Lie  goes  on,  careers  of  lawyers  move  ahead.  Reflection  on  those  young 
men  from  days  as  tribal  lawyers,  protection  of  sovereignty, 
jurisdictions,  power  in  the  use  of  the  law  can  make  some  drunk  without 
a taste  of  whiskey,  it  is  not  so  evil  but  rudimentary  in  the  process  of 
rights,  privileges  and  carving  out  a career.  It  is  as  if  sculpturing 
real  life  carvings  out  of  peoples'  lives  in  this  case  one  child. 

It  is  not  done  with  malice  or  ignorance,  it  is  the  just  the  process  of 
law  that  must  be  applied  with  all  it's  force,  meaning  and  defining 
issues  to  resolve  future  like  cases.  It  goes  on. 

In  meeting  the  letter  of  the  law,  the  meaning  is  lost  or  justice  takes 
a back  seat  to  everything;  the  law  and  justice  stand  far  apart, 
sometimes  leaving  a gulf  as  deep  as  the  Grand  Canyon  and  that  is  how  it 
is.  So  it  went  with  this  young  man,  his  mother  and  the  adopted  parents, 
bringing  in  lawyers,  social  workers,  the  Navajo  Nation,  the  State  of 
Utah,  and  many  others  who  stand  by  and  watch  the  workings  of  the  courts 
and  mystery  of  how  just  a little  bit  of  wording,  actions  taken  and 
things  written  will  affect  life  forever. 

His  name  comes  to  mind  and  I wonder  how  his  life  will  be  and  that  of 
his  mother,  and  the  adoptive  family  who  have  gone  through  the  stately 
halls  of  justice  so  that  life  will  go  on  for  him  and  others  who  should 
follow  him. 

This  story  is  an  old  one  but  not  really,  it  makes  one  wonder  how  the 
lives  of  those  involved  played  out.  These  thoughts  came  to  mind.  I do 
not  mean  to  condemn  lawyers  or  the  justice  system,  it  is  the  best  we 
have  at  present.  In  September  at  the  Four  Corners  U.S.  Attorneys 
Conference  on  Indian  lands,  Peterson  Zah  speaking  to  the  U.S.  Attorneys 
from  the  the  states  bordering  Navajoland,  the  county  attorneys,  tribal 
judges  from  different  tribes,  prosecutors  and  child  workers  meeting  in 
Flagstaff  stated  that  the  two  party  adversarial  system  is  a result  of 
English  law  and  that  maybe  the  traditional  way  of  presenting  a case  to 
trusted  elders  might  offer  an  alternative  to  such  things.  It  sounds 
like  an  idea  that  needs  to  come  to  fruition.  Anyway  this  is  what  I am 
thinking. 

John  Rusytwire  http:www.geocities.com/rustywire/ 

"RE : Poem:  Where  are  Francis  and  Franklin"  

Date:  Wed,  13  lan  1999  07:11:55  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <nfcambridge@hotmail.com> 


Sub j : Where  are  Francis  and  Franklin... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I heard  of  you  from  long  ago 

granma  used  to  hug  and  show  me  your  pictures 

she  would  say  these  are  your  uncles 

they  left  and  never  came  home 

She  would  swear  at  the  United  States 
they  took  my  sons,  I have  them  no  more 

they  left  in  January  1942,  one  19  the  18 

to  the  South  Pacific,  their  old  pictures 

I see  them  on  the  wall  above  my  grandma's  bed 
she  is  gone  now,  but  you  still  hang  there 
my  mother  was  your  little  sister,  she  was  at  school 
far  away.  Ft  Wingate,  200  miles  from  Flagstaff 

There  is  no  monument  to  your  names  or  a place  to  go 

we  don't  know  where  you  were  layed  to  rest 

Grandma  never  knew  where  you  were,  she  had  a flag 
with  two  gold  stars,  I have  it  still. 

Francis  and  Franklin,  my  mother  spoke  to  you  today 
in  the  nursing  home  far  away,  did  you  come  to  see  her 

Go  your  way  and  I would  like  to  say  I wish  I knew  you 

So  rest  in  peace  and  thank  you  for  the  my  freedom 

you  did  not  fight  for  the  USA,  but  for  grandpa  and  grandma 

your  little  sisters  and  us  grandkids,  all  of  Navajo. 

"RE : Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  31  Dul  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  13-19 

AUKAKE 
August 
Mahoe  Mua 

13 

Wherever  I journey,  this  place  of  wonder  walks  by  my  side. 

14 

The  fullness  of  each  day  is  made  up  of  both  light,  malamalama,  and 
shadow,  ke  aka. 

15 

Tiny  lights  bob  in  the  darkness  as  paper  boats  carry  them  out  to  sea 
on  the  evening  tide  --  we  are  one  with  our  past. 

16 

The  gecko  sings  inside  my  home,  blessing  it. 

17 

The  bird  of  paradise  flower  erupts  with  bright  color  amidst  the  green 
coolness  of  the  ferns. 

18 

Arise  with  joy  to  greet  the  day! 

19 

Accept  what  cannot  be  easily  explained. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Sun,  6 August  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Sat,  18  Mar  2000  10:53:50  -0800 
From:  "Susanna  Shreeve"  <susanna@rain . org> 

Sub j : Fw:  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages  Conf 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu  (T.  Montler) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-LANG  (nat-lang@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

32ND  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
SALISH  AND  NEIGHBORING  LANGUGAES 
August  7-9,  1997 
INVITATION  AND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  32nd  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring 
Languages  will  be  held  August  7-9,  1997.  The  conference  this  year  is 
cosponsored  by  the  Elwha  Klallam  Tribe,  Peninsula  College,  and 
Olympic  National  Park.  Sessions  will  meet  on  the  campus  of 
Peninsula  College  in  Port  Angeles.  Housing  will  be  available  in  the 
Peninsula  College  residence  halls. 

The  conference  this  year  will  depart  somewhat  from  custom  in  having 
two  parallel  sessions:  one  descriptive/theoretical  and  one  applied. 

The  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  will  consist  of  the  customary 
discussion  of  the  papers  on  descriptive  and  theoretical  linguistic 
topics.  The  applied  sessions  will  consist  of  presentations  and 
workshops  on  issues  in  the  learning,  teaching,  and  revitalization  of 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  northwest. 

Contributors  to  the  descriptive/theoretical  sessions  should  submit 
their  manuscripts  by  Dune  15  for  inclusion  in  the  collected  papers  for 
the  conference.  Registrants  will  receive  the  preprinted  papers  by 
mail  in  late  Duly.  Late  papers  will  be  accommodated  as  conference 
time  permits,  but  the  paper  must  be  written  out  and  copies  made 
available  to  other  participants  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting.  A 
style  sheet  and  order  form  for  the  conference  papers  can  be  found  at 
the  32nd  ICSNL  website:  http://www.cas.unt.edu/~montler/icsnl.htm 

Those  wishing  to  schedule  a workshop  or  presentation  in  the  applied 
sessions  should  contact: 

Damie  Valadez 
Elwha  Klallam  Tribe 
2851  Lower  Elwha  Road 
Port  Angeles,  WA  98363 
phone:  360/452-8471  ext.  146 
fax:  360/452-3428 

Details  of  the  conference  schedule  will  be  mailed  to  participants  and 
will  be  posted  at  the  website. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Timothy  Montler 
P.O.  Box  13827 
University  of  North  Texas 
Denton,  TX  76203 
email:  montler@unt.edu 
phone:  817/565-2147 
fax:  817/565-4355 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 


Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
August 

6th  - 8th  - Merritt  B.C;  Dohnny  on  the  Rez  Store  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - $100/weekend  (BYOT) 

Camping? 

Delores  or  Dudy  Peck  (604)  378-2280 
20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.Cj  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 


Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis , Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-Dim  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Friday 
8 PM 


Grand  Entry 
Saturday 

1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 
Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.0.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Hr . Girl ' s Cloth 
Dr.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Shell  Shaker 
Coordinator  Contests  Day 

Blalock 
Coordinator 


Sunday  Morning 
Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Horseshoe 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


September  2 & 3,  2000 

11th  Annual  Running  Water  Powwow 

Cherokee  Homecoming  & Ripe  Corn  Festival 

Ridge  Ferry  Park 

Rome  Georgia 

$4,000  competition  dancing 
Headman:  Bullet  Standingdeer 


Headlady:  Laretta  Weaver 

Host  Drum:  Bird  Choppers  Bird  Family 

MC:  Rick  Bird 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Frank  Blair  706  232  1714 


September  16  & 17,  2000 
Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival 

Part  of  the  Annual  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride 

Headman:  Randy  Woodley 

Headlady:  Alaura  Pyle 

Host  Drum:  White  Horse 

MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 

Contact:  Mayor  Sharon  Baron  256  764  3237 

TOT  Coordinator:  Chief  Perry  White  205  672  0361 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 
Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 
Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Derry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc . edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 


This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Jasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Jackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Jennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Jun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Joyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Sub j : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 

32nd  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Pow-wow 
Wichita,  Kansas 
July  28,29,30/2000 
316-821-9997 

Global  Peace  Walks  scheduled  for  other  major  areas  in  US. 
St.  Louis  August  15,  2000 

United  Nations  - New  York  - October  24,  2000 
Washington,  D.C.  - October  9,  2000 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  08:56:11  -0500 
From:  gars@netcom.com 
Sub j : The  Circle 

August  5,  6 

Mdewakanton  Community  Welcome  Home  Traditional  Pow  Wow 
St.  Peters  Church  Grounds 
Mendota,  MN 

$5  donation  asked  at  gate.  For  more  info  call  MMDC  at  (651)  452-4141,  or 
Michael  Scott  at  (612)  789-6642. 


The  Circle 

1530  East  Franklin  Avenue 


Minneapolis,  MN  55404 
(612)  879-1760 


Date:  Sat,  01  Dul  2000  09:04:39  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Mid-Summer/Early  Fall  Pow  Wow  listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 

^Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000~ 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 

~Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them  are 
being  listed  for  the  first  time.~ 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation.* 

Aug.  4-5:  Bell  Pow  Wow,  east  of  Stillwell,  OK.  Info:  Thomas  Muskrat  (918) 
696-4480. 

Aug.  4-6:  Kaw  Pow  Wow,  1/2  mile  west  of  Washunga  Bay  entrance  on  Kaw  Lake, 
Kaw  City,  OK.  Info:  Donna  Villa  (417)  364-7114. 

Aug.  11-13:  Annual  IICOT  Pow  Wow,  inside  the  air-conditioned  Expo  Building 
at  the  Tulsa  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info:  (918)  836-1523. 

Aug.  11-13:  Thunderbird  Society  American  Indian  Days  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
fairgrounds,  Vandalia,  MO.  Traders  by  invitation  only.  All  dogs  must  be  on 
leash.  Day  money  paid  out  for  each  Grand  Entry  - to  be  paid  out  on  Sunday. 
Info:  Penny  Cearley  (573)  581-1777,  ext.  527. 

Aug.  18-20:  Clear  Creek  Pow  Wow,  at  Nevada,  MO.  Turn  right  on  Hwy.  K,  left 
at  the  water  tower,  then  follow  the  signs.  Info:  Ed  Woodington,  Route  1, 

Milo,  MO  64767  or  call  (417)  944-2745. 

Aug.  19-20:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  at  Lone  Star  Lakes  Lodge, 
Chuckatuck,  VA.  Free  admission  & free  parking.  GE:  12:00  noon,  dancing  til 
6:00pm.  Info:  Chief  Earl  Bass  (757)  393-1637  or  Debbie  Smith  (757)  421-3160, 
or  e-mail:  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com,  or  write:  Nansemond  Tribal 
Association,  PO  Box  2095,  Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Aug.  24-27:  124th  Annual  Ponca  Pow  Wow,  Ponca  City,  OK.  Info:  (580) 

762-8104. 

Aug.  26:  Bishigendan  Akii  (Respect  the  Earth)  American  Indian  Festival,  Town 
Point  Park,  Norfolk,  VA.  Info:  Biah  Seminole  (757)  425-7992  or  Festevents 
(757)  441-2345. 

Sept.  1-3:  Ottawa  Tribal  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  Adawe  Park,  5 miles  east 
of  Miami,  OK.  Info:  (918)  540-1536. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  3im  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9024. 

Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  1-4:  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival,  at  the  Choctaw  Nation  Capitol 
Grounds,  Tuskahoma,  OK.  There  will  be  Choctaw  Indian  Village,  a Civil  War 
re-enactment.  Traditional  Singing,  historical  dramas,  Choctaw  crafts,  food 
and  folklore.  Special  entertainment  featuring:  Loretta  Lynn,  David  Frizzell, 


Janie  Fricke,  Diamond  Rio,  and  others.  Info:  (800)  522-6170. 

Sept.  2-3:  11th  Annual  Running  Waters  Pow  Wow,  at  Ridge  Ferry  Park,  in  Rome, 
GA.  MC:  Richard  Bird;  HM:  Bullet  Standingdeer;  HL:  Laretta  Weaver;  HD:  Bird 
Chopper;  AD:  Jamie  Pheasant;  ST:  Fred  Bradley;  WS:  Native  American  Warrior 
Society  & Honor  Guard;  FP:  Sara  Bird;  GO:  10:00am  each  day;  GC:  10pm 
Saturday,  6pm  Sunday;  GE:  Saturday  at  1:00pm  & 7:00pm,  Sunday  at  at  1:00pm; 
Admission:  Adults  - $5.00,  Senior  Citizens  & Teens  (13-17)  - $3.00,  12  & 
under  - free.  Info:  Native  American  Preservation  Association  of  Georgia, 

Inc.,  PO  Box  565,  Rome,  GA  30162-0565  or  phone:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714, 
or  fmblair@aol.com. 

Sept.  8-10:  Moberly  Pow  Wow,  at  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit.  Info:  Harold  Carlson  (660)  263-3009. 

Sept.  9-10:  Trail  of  Tears  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Trail  of  Tears 
Commemorative  Park,  Hopkinsville,  KY.  Info:  (270)  886-8033. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Jerry  Denton;  HL:  Jaye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Under  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Indian  Summer  Festival  Pow  Wow,  at  Bartlesville  Community 
Center,  Bartlesville,  OK.  Arts,  crafts,  storytelling,  cultural 
demonstrations,  juried  art  show,  & more.  Info:  (918)  337-2787. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow  & Cultural 
Festival,  at  Greensboro  Country  Park,  Greensboro,  NC.  MC:  Keith  Colston;  HM: 
Ray  Sylva;  HL:  Brenda  Sylva;  AD:  Ray  Jacobs;  HD:  A wo  ha  li;  Head  Judge: 
Archie  Lynch.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Sept.  15-17:  Eastern  Shawnee  Pow  Wow,  West  Seneca,  OK.  Take  Hwy.  60  from 
Seneca,  MO,  and  go  left  on  Oneida  Street.  Info:  (800)  957-2435. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weopons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

# I apologize  for  any  omissions.  Sometimes,  in  the  length  of  time  between 
composing  these  newsletters  there  may  be  an  event  that  comes  & goes  before  I 
get  around  to  doing  an  update;  and  occasionally  I may  lose  a listing;  but  I 
haven't  purposefully  left  any  event  unlisted.  # 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Fri,  04  Aug  2000  13:59:08  -0500 
From:  Jennifer  Bauman  < jbauman2@unl . edu> 

Sub j : Native  America  Calling  Program  Schedule 

To:  News  Directors,  Program  Directors,  General  Managers 
Fr:  Native  America  Calling 
Dt:  August  4,  2000 

Re:  Program  Schedule  for  August  7 -10,  2000 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Channel  Inf.:  Digital  Frequency  B68.2,  Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 
NAC  website:  www.nativecalling.org 

HOST:  Harlan  McKosato  - WELLNESS  HOST:  Joaqlin  Estes 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  August  7 - 10,  2000 

MON  - 8/7:  Native  American  Legislative  Update 

Congress  is  in  recess  to  attend  the  Republican  and  Democratic 

conventions.  As  always,  the  last  congressional  session  saw  bills. 


amendments  and  riders  introduced  that  directly  affect  Native  communities. 
Find  out  what  legislation  potentially  helps  or  hurts  Indian  Country.  Guests 
include  Kimberly  Teehee  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  legislative  aid  to  the 
Native  American  Congressional  Caucus. 

TUE  - 8/8:  Influencing  Politics  with  Gaming  Dollars 

Has  gaming  revenue  evened  the  playing  field  between  tribes  and  states?  It 
appears  that  gambling  money  is  giving  tribes  and  Native  people  in  general 
more  opportunity  to  be  players  in  political  and  economic  games.  Is  gaming 
the  "New  Buffalo"  that  will  finally  give  tribes  equal  status  with  states' 
sovereignty?  Can  tribes  act  as  both  political  entities  and  interest  groups, 
and  still  protect  their  right  to  self-govern?  Invited  guests  include  Dale 
Mason,  author  of  Indian  Gaming. 

WED  - 8/9:  Printing  Redbacks 

Expanding  economic  opportunities  is  the  number  one  priority  for  many 
tribes,  whether  it's  pursuing  a casino  resort,  opening  a bank,  or 
developing  natural  resources.  What  if  tribes  started  to  print  their  own 
money,  backed  with  energy  and  natural  resources  already  on  Indian  land? 
Could  printing  our  own  "redbacks"  finally  secure  our  economic  and  political 
independence?  Guests  include  participants  from  the  Oweesta  conference  in 
Virginia . 

THU  - 8/10:  The  Dangers  of  Dioxins 

Dioxin  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  compounds  known  to  man.  The  scary  thing 
is  that  we're  finding  dioxins  everywhere  in  our  daily  lives.  Alarming 
amounts  of  dioxins  are  found  in  the  air,  in  the  water,  and  even  in  our 
food.  What  can  be  done  to  stop  the  dangerous  industrial  emissions  of 
dioxins  into  our  environment?  Guests  include  Bradley  Angel  of  Green  Action 
Network. 

Questions?  Contact  the  following  people: 

Programming:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999  ...  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution:  Eric  Martin,  AIROS  800-571-6885  ...  airos@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Wellness:  Leona  Westdahl,  Koahnic  907-258-8898  ...  nnn@alaska.net 


Jennifer  Bauman 

NAPT  Communications  Director 

P.O.  Box  83111,  1800  N.  33rd  St.,  Lincoln,  NE  68501 
402-472-0497  (voice)  | 402-472-8675  (fax) 

www . nativetelecom . org 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Just  an  old  Man,  Francis  Boyle,  Chris  Milda,  Nancy  Thomas,  John  D Berry, 
Gary  Smith,  Martha  Ture,  KOLA  HQ,  Debbie  Sanders,  Friends  of  the  Lubicon, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Janet  Smith,  Larry  Innes, 

Susanna  Shreeve,  Johnnie  Rustywire,  Barbara  Landis,  Jennifer  Bauman 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Aug  15  22:51:26  2000 
Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  19:09:51  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.034 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  KOLA  Newslist  & Big  Mountain 
mailing  list;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

http: //www. a rizona republic . com/news/articles/0810indians-ON . html 
http: //personal . lig. bell south . net/lig/w/ a/wahya/osagewar . html 
http: //www. az star net . com/public/dnews/00080 5 RLittleSisterRug.html 
http: //www. a rizona republic . com/ smart living/ articles/0729onetank29 . html 
http: //www. az star net . com/public/dnews/000805RBi lingual Proposition .html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"I  have  no  regrets  of  being  a Native  American  activist.  Thousands  of 
people  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  around  the  world  have  and 
will  continue  to  support  me  to  expose  the  injustices....  I do  feel 
pity  for  your  people  that  they  must  live  under  such  an  ugly  system." 

"No,  I'm  not  the  guilty  one  here.  I'm  not  the  one  who  should  be  called 
a criminal.  White  racist  America  is  the  criminal  for  the  destruction 
of  our  lands  and  my  people." 

Leonard  Peltier,  Ojibwe-Lakota 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I was  deliberating  what  to  say  in  this  week's  editorial,  when  this 
message  was  posted  by  Koga  Suyeta  in  alt. native.  His  language  is 
strong,  so  skip  straight  to  the  articles  if  strong  language  offends  you. 
His  message  is  also  dead  on  right  regarding  options  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

The  window  of  opportunity  is  barely  cracked,  but  this  is  it!  Make 
it  your  singular  priority  for  the  next  five  months.  Surely,  you  can 
do  that  for  this  man  who  has  survived  the  dominant  society's  iron  house 
for  over  twenty  years. 


Date:  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 
From:  evb@vallnet.com  (suyeta) 

Sub j : 160  Days 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier.  There  has  ~always~  been  too  little 
money  for  the  DC  to  work  with,  for  the  man's  personal  use,  so  every  dollar 
counts,  but  Peltier  equally  requires  our  undivided  attention  now.  We  have 
160  days  to  maneuver  his  release  — if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we 
have  a very  serious  problem,  because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign. 

It  must  be  Clinton  & the  option  remains  his  only  until  January  20.  The 
focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man.  Mail  mail  mail. 
Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money.  No  goddam  mascots,  no  Bellecourts, 
no  Means,  no  Banks,  no  accusations,  no  personal  invective  between 
factions,  no  tearing  to  pieces  silly  non-Indians,  no  thrilling  gang-bang 
of  those  who  come  to  this  forum  to  bait  you.  Don't  be  baited.  Ignore 
them.  ~Learn~.  Don't  be  baited.  You  can  always  get  back  to  that  shit 
later,  or  continue  it  privately.  It's  not  worth  the  risk  that  some  may  in 
passing  view  this  forum  & find  nothing  but  meaningless  personal 
gratification . 
ks 

/ [27/10  Lindy]  / 


TRUTH  for  Anna  Mae  ~ FREEDOM  for  Peltier  ~ REMEMBER  the  Murdered 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@crl . com 
gars@wolfstar . com 
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RE:  Drums  Beat  for  Bernie  Whitebear 


Date:  Mon,  8 August  2000  12:39:17  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="DRUMS  BEAT  FOR  BERNIE  WHITEBEAR" 


Indian  Country  Today  Newspaper  - Native  American  Indian  News 
c . 2000 

Indian  Country  Today 
August  2,  2000 

Tireless  advocate  Bernie  Whitebear  mourned 
by  Cate  Montana 
Today  staff 

SEATTLE  - The  drums  of  the  Nez  Perce  beat  through  the  night  keeping 
vigil  while  hundreds  of  people  came  to  wish  Bernie  Whitebear  well  on 
his  final  journey. 

At  the  services,  which  Whitebear  organized,  members  of  his  United 
Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation  joined  with  family  from  the 
Colville  Reservation  and  Whitebear' s many  friends  during  an  evening 
wake  to  cook  the  barbecued  salmon  he  so  loved.  It  took  many  hours 
for  those  who  wished  to  pay  their  last  respects  to  file  past  the 
simple  wooden  coffin  in  which  Whitebear  lay,  dressed  in  his  Green 
Beret  uniform. 

At  a morning  memorial  service  at  the  Washington  State  Convention  and 
Trade  Center,  tribal  leaders  gathered  with  Gov.  Gary  Locke  and 
former  governor  Mike  Lowry,  Seattle  Mayor  Paul  Schell,  Sen.  Patty 
Murray,  R-Wash.,  and  Sen.  Dan  Inouye,  D-  Hawaii,  Rep.  Jay  Inslee, 
D.-Wash.,  and  King  County  Executive  Ron  Sims  to  honor  Whitebear  and 
recount  stories  about  their  friend  and  oft-time  political  opponent. 

The  stories  about  Whitebear,  who  died  at  home  of  colon  cancer  at  age 
62,  are  legion.  Longtime  family  friend  and  congressional  hopeful  Tom 


Keefe  called  Whitebear  "a  walking  anecdote."  Everyone  who  spoke 
about  Whitebear  mentioned  his  kindness  and  his  generous  spirit,  his 
wit  and  pleasure  in  a good  joke. 

The  man  who  stormed  Seattle's  Fort  Lawton  military  base  and  changed 
the  face  of  urban  Indian  life  in  Seattle  for  good,  the  man  who 
founded  and  administered  the  United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation 
for  more  than  20  years  and  created  the  Indian  Flealth  Board  in 
Seattle  was  at  once  courageous  and  humble,  persistent  and  patient. 

"There  are  so  many  stories  about  Bernie,"  said  Michelle  Sanidad, 
Whitebear's  appointed  successor  at  the  foundation.  "He  would  do 
anything.  He  would  cook  salmon  and  serve  salmon,  clean  the  bathrooms 
and  walk  the  dog.  He  would  do  anything  for  anybody. 

"It's  a great  sense  of  loss  here." 

"Hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  knew  Whitebear  through  the  press," 
said  Ramona  Bennett,  former  chairwoman  of  the  Puyallup  Tribe.  "But 
when  the  cameras  were  gone,  Bernie  continued  to  work  very  hard.  All 
of  our  little  dreams  and  our  little  fantasies,  he  made  them  reality 
and  then  he  administered  them  very  responsibly." 

The  Daybreak  Star  Indian  Cultural  Center,  headquarters  for  the 
foundation,  was  built  under  Whitebear's  direction  in  1977.  The 
modern  facility  is  situated  on  20  acres  of  former  government 
property  Whitebear  managed  to  wrest  from  the  city  of  Seattle  for  his 
people  of  all  tribes. 

The  center  provides  a focal  point  for  urban  Indian  services 
including  day  care,  education,  health  services,  pow  wows  and  art 
exhibits.  It  also  serves  as  a center  of  inspiration,  power  and 
political  planning.  Anybody  who  is  anybody  in  Indian  affairs  in  the 
Northwest  has  made  the  trek  to  Daybreak  Star  many  times  over  the 
years . 

"Everybody  would  be  there  at  some  big  do  and  he'd  be  in  back 
cleaning  pans,  emptying  the  trash  or  whatever,"  reminisces  Bennett. 
"He  just  took  such  pride  in  that  facility.  Even  after  he  was  sick 
and  really  exhausted  he  would  keep  working  to  keep  things  nice.  And 
I know  it  was  because  he  really  loved  his  Indian  people  and  he  just 
wanted  things  to  be  nice  for  all  of  us." 

Back  in  the  early  1970s  when  Whitebear  came  to  the  foreground  in 
Indian  affairs,  things  were  anything  but  nice  for  the  estimated 
25,000  urban  Indians  in  Seattle.  With  no  health  services,  no 
organization,  no  money  and  no  meeting  place  except  an  old  church  on 
Boren  Avenue,  the  situation  was  bleak.  When  the  U.S.  government 
declared  the  1,110  acre  Fort  Lawton  overlooking  Puget  Sound  just 
north  of  the  city  surplus,  it  seemed  like  the  perfect  place  for  an 
Indian  cultural  center.  It  was,  after  all,  situated  in  the  former 
tribal  lands  of  the  Duwamish  Tribe. 

The  city  of  Seattle  called  for  land-use  bids  for  the  base  that  was 
soon  to  be  renamed  Discovery  Park.  Whitebear  and  Bennett,  billing 
clerks  for  different  Seattle  freight  companies,  sat  down  at  a 
friend's  borrowed  typewriter,  hammered  out  a few  ideas  and  sent  a 
proposal  in.  Aside  from  some  attention  from  the  press,  their  request 
for  land  went  nowhere. 

To  direct  public  attention  to  the  issue,  Whitebear  and  a few  others 
organized  a peaceful  takeover  of  the  abandoned  military  base.  On 
March  8,  1970,  they  forced  open  the  gates  and  marched  in  carrying 
food  and  tipis,  determined  to  stay  until  the  city  gave  in  to  their 
request  for  land.  They  were  met  in  force  by  military  police. 

Bennett  recalled  watching  as  the  MPs  caught  and  beat  up  many  of  her 
friends  before  she  ran  away  through  the  dense  forest,  ending  up 
well-hidden  in  a deep  ditch. 

"I'm  peeping  up  over  the  top  to  see  what's  going  on,"  said  Bennett, 
"and  here  comes  Bernie  just  running  like  a bat  out  of  hell  and  he's 
got  like  a whole  row  of  MPs  chasing  him.  And  he  comes  running  up 
this  hill  and  he  jumps  over  my  ditch.  And  as  he  goes  flying  over  he 
looks  down  and  goes,  'Whoops,  sorry  Ramona,'  because  about  20  MPs 
are  chasing  him.  And  all  of  a sudden  they  stopped  and  they're 
looking  at  me  and  of  course  he's  running  off  through  the  under 


brush . " 

The  MPs  never  did  catch  him.  After  a three-month  takeover.  Congress 
ordered  the  city  to  negotiate. 

Whitebear's  influence  extended  far  beyond  the  Indian  community. 

About  the  same  time  he  was  making  a headline  splash  at  Fort  Walton, 
several  other  young,  minority  leaders  were  coming  onto  the  public 
scene . 

Bob  Santos  was  organizing  the  Asian  community,  Larry  Gossett  was 
emerging  as  a young  black  leader  and  Roberto  Maestas  was  working  in 
the  Latino  community.  The  four  men  met  and,  despite  occasional 
political  differences,  got  along  famously.  In  the  mid-' 70s  they 
founded  the  Minority  Executive  Director's  Coalition  of  King  County. 
"Instead  of  minority  groups  fighting  for  the  crumbs,  we  had  a forum 
to  sort  out  and  support  each  other  and  to  put  pressure  on  government 
policy,  funding  questions,  issues  and  projects,"  said  Maestas,  a 
pallbearer  at  Whitebear's  funeral.  "I  travel  all  over  the  country 
and  it's  the  most  advanced  coalition  of  multiracial  people  working 
together  in  confronting  problems  across  racial  lines." 

Maestas  directly  attributed  the  low  incidence  of  youth  gang  activity 
in  Seattle  to  the  coalition  which  unites  all  minorities  throughout 
the  city. 

If  there's  anything  Whitebear  is  remembered  for,  it  was  his 
unceasing  efforts  on  behalf  of  Indian  youth.  In  the  early  years  he 
organized  picnics  and  trips  to  pow  wows,  personally  carpooling  and 
making  bologna  sandwiches  for  tons  of  kids  whose  parents  didn't  have 
the  time  or  means  to  introduce  them  to  their  Native  heritage. 

Later  through  Daybreak  Star  he  developed  the  literacy  programs,  the 
after-school  programs,  the  obstetric  health  services,  the  school 
lunch  programs,  and  Native  heritage  programs  that  changed  the  lives 
of  Indian  youth  throughout  Seattle. 

Whitebear  was  always  there  for  them. 

As  Bennett  put  it,  after  the  Fort  Lawton  takeover,  after  Seattle's 
capitulation  and  all  the  fanfare  had  died  away  and  all  the  activists 
went  home,  herself  included,  Whitebear  was  left  with  all  the 
responsibilities.  He  shouldered  them  well. 

After  he  was  diagnosed  with  cancer  in  1997  and  given  a very  short 
time  to  live  (he  beat  the  doctor's  estimate  by  more  than  two  years), 
a huge  appreciation  dinner  was  held  for  Whitebear  at  the  Union 
Station  building  in  Seattle.  More  than  1,000  people  came  and  Maestas 
was  one  of  them. 

"Bernie  talked  about  his  life  ...  and  he  said  'I  might  out  live  most 
of  you  all  out  there  despite  the  prognosis.  But  in  case  I don't,  let 
me  announce  the  following.  I have  been  carrying  Larry  Gossett,  Bob 
Santos  and  Roberto  Maestas  on  my  back  for  all  these  20  some  years, 
so  now  it's  going  to  be  their  turn.  And  I hope  none  of  them  trips 
when  they  carry  me  in  my  coffin  to  the  final  resting  place." 

They  didn't.  But  there  are  some  mighty  big  shoes  still  to  fill  now 
that  Bernie  Whitebear  is  gone. 
c.2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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Goedel  kept  native  language  alive 
By  KRISTIN  KINNAMON 
c.  The  Herald 
August  4,  2000 

TULALIP  --  A woman  who  helped  revive  the  dying  language  of  her  ancestors 
died  this  week  and  was  remembered  Thursday  in  traditional  tribal  ways. 

Grace  Lena  Meninick  Goedel,  71,  died  Saturday  in  her  Tulalip  home. 

She  grew  up  at  the  crossroads  of  two  worlds,  in  the  first  house  on  the 


Tulalip  Indian  Reservation  west  of  Marysville. 

Unlike  many  people  of  her  generation  whose  parents  were  prohibited  from 
speaking  Lushootseed  at  Indian  boarding  schools,  Goedel  was  raised  by 
grandparents  steeped  in  native  culture. 

"She  grew  up  having  the  advantage  of  being  one  generation  behind  herself, 
" said  Tulalip  Tribes  language  program  teacher  Toby  Langen. 

Goedel  didn't  use  her  fluency  in  language  for  many  years  as  a Navy  wife 
and  mother.  As  she  became  an  elder,  however,  she  realized  she  had 
something  to  contribute  to  her  culture. 

Goedel  began  teaching  adults  Lushootseed  in  night  classes  on  the 
reservation  in  the  early  1990s.  Family  members  and  elders  who  hadn't  heard 
the  language  in  60  years  were  among  her  students.  She  also  taught  at 
Everett  Community  College. 

In  recent  years  her  hearing  and  eyesight  began  to  fail,  but  she 
continued  to  teach  and  share  native  stories  as  much  as  possible. 

Katherine  Berkeley  is  a generation  older  than  Goedel.  She  tried  to  take 
one  of  the  classes,  but  gave  up  on  making  the  unfamiliar  throaty  words  and 
clucks . 

"The  kids  can  learn  it  faster,"  she  said. 

While  Goedel  didn't  teach  children,  she  inspired  those  who  do. 

Tribal  member  Tony  Hatch  remembers  hearing  Goedel  open  tribal  ceremonies 
with  traditional  prayers  and  waiting  for  the  English  translation.  The 
first  time  he  was  able  to  do  the  translating  himself,  in  excited  whispers 
to  his  friends  nearby,  he  said,  "I  was  all  jacked." 

Hatch  now  teaches  Lushootseed  in  the  Marysville  School  District.  Next 
year  he  and  Langen  will  team-teach  the  language  at  Marysville-Pilchuck 
High  School.  Students  who  take  the  class  will  get  foreign  language  credit. 

While  a few  tribal  members  still  know  Lushootseed,  Goedel 's  knowledge 
and  willingness  to  share  was  invaluable,  tribal  historian  Ray  Moses  said. 

"Some  things  that  weren't  in  the  puzzle,  she  brought  out,"  he  said. 

Keeping  the  language  alive  is  important  because  it  represents  a 
different  way  of  thinking  and  values  than  the  dominant  culture,  Langen 
said . 

The  word  for  giving  doesn't  refer  to  an  object,  for  example,  but  to  the 
person  receiving  the  gift. 

"The  grammar  emphasizes  interpersonal  relationships,"  Langen  said.  "It's 
a totally  different  take  on  the  world.  That's  a really  valuable  thing  to 
have  alive  and  well." 

Goedel  tried  to  prepare  family  members  to  carry  on  her  work.  Daughter 
Cherie  Farris  studied  Lushootseed  with  her  mother  for  three  years.  Next 
year  she  will  be  the  principal  of  the  new  Tulalip  Heritage  School.  Two  of 
her  siblings  are  also  teachers  with  master's  degrees.  Another  is  in 
medical  school. 

The  success  of  Grace  and  Herb  Goedel  in  educating  and  encouraging  their 
five  surviving  children,  38  grandchildren  and  14  great-grandchildren  was 
celebrated  in  funeral  and  faith  services  Thursday  on  the  reservation. 

Goedel ' s son,  Terry,  danced  an  intricate,  energetic  hoop  dance  in  his 
mother's  honor.  His  mother  encouraged  him  to  learn  the  dance  when  no  one 
else  in  the  tribe  could  do  it,  he  said. 

"For  the  first  time  I was  proud  to  be  an  American  Indian,"  he  said. 

Goedel  and  her  surviving  husband  were  also  lifelong  members  of  the 
Church  of  lesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  and  went  on  two  missions. 

That  is  what  her  family  will  remember,  Farris  said. 

"She's  left  a real  legacy  of  living  a Christ-like  life,"  Farris  said. 

Langen  said  the  revival  of  her  tribal  language  is  another  way  Goedel 
changed  the  world. 

"Lushootseed  isn't  considered  a dying  language  anymore  --  that  you  can 
lay  at  her  doorstep,"  she  said. 
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American  Indian  painter,  dancer  Tafoya  dies  at  78 

By  Becca  Blond 

c.  Colorado  Springs  Gazette 

8/4/2000 

Joseph  F.  Tafoya,  78,  a man  who  dedicated  his  life  to  the  arts  and  his 
American  Indian  heritage,  died  July  19  in  Colorado  Springs. 

A well-known  painter  and  performer,  Tafoya  and  his  family  have  been  best 
known  in  the  area  as  dancers  at  the  Cliff  Dwelling  Museum  in  Manitou 
Springs.  Five  members  of  the  Tafoya  family  have  performed  at  the  Cliff 
Dwellings  and  at  other  sites  throughout  the  area. 

"He  was  a great  man  and  a kindred  spirit,"  said  Tom  Rogers  of  the 
Manitou  Cliff  Dwellings  Museum.  "He  always  got  the  tourists  wrapped  up  in 
his  programs.  It  was  almost  like  he  was  trying  to  give  a part  of  his 
heritage  and  the  Native  American  legacy  to  them  in  each  performance." 

Tafoya  began  dancing  at  the  cliff  dwellings  in  the  early  1950s.  In  1957, 
he  was  one  of  the  first  American  Indian  dancers  to  perform  at  Disneyland's 
Indian  Village.  In  subsequent  years  he  toured  Europe  and  Asia,  serving  as 
an  American  Indian  cultural  ambassador. 

Tafoya  was  born  in  1933  in  Santa  Clara,  N.M.  He  is  a member  of  the  Santa 
Clara  Pueblo.  He  attended  the  Santa  Fe  Indian  School  in  Santa  Fe,  where  he 
discovered  a love  of  art.  As  a high  school  student,  his  paintings  of 
traditional  Pueblo  life  won  a national  art  competition  judged  by  Norman 
Rockwell . 

Today,  his  Pueblo  paintings  can  be  seen  in  various  collections, 
including  the  Imperial  Palace  of  the  Emperor  of  Japan  and  the  Smithsonian 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

During  World  War  II,  Tafoya  served  in  General  "Hap"  Arnold's  8th  Army 
Air  Corps,  stationed  in  England. 

In  1953-54,  Tafoya,  traveled  the  western  United  States  with  his  family, 
performing  American  Indian  dances  and  songs  under  the  National  School 
Assemblies  Program. 

In  1955,  the  Tafoya  family  moved  to  Los  Angeles,  where  Tafoya  became  an 
active  member  of  the  inter-tribal  Indian  community.  He  served  on  the  board 
of  directors  for  several  nonprofit  organizations  involved  in  providing 
health,  economic  and  employment  assistance  to  Indian  people  and  families. 
Tafoya  was  a founding  member  of  the  American  Indian  Free  Clinic  and  a 
member  of  various  Indian  scholarship  funds. 

The  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  was  always  in  his  heart,  though.  At  Christmas,  he 
organized  toy  drives  in  Los  Angeles  and  personally  delivered  the  donated 
toys  to  the  children  of  Santa  Clara  Pueblo. 
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Indian  fishing  case  settled  - almost 
BY  JOHN  BLOCK 
c.  KALAMAZOO  GAZETTE 
Thursday,  August  3,  2000 

Peace  on  the  high  seas,  or  at  least  the  Great  Lakes,  is  coming,  but  it 
won't  be  official  until  Monday  evening. 

The  parties  in  the  27-year-old  Indian  fishing-rights  case  have  agreed  to 
a new  20-year  settlement,  but  it  won't  be  in  effect  until  Monday  evening 
when  the  remaining  two  parties  sign  it  at  Wild  Bluff  Golf  Club.  The 
parties  that  must  still  sign  are  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  and  the 
Bay  Mills  Indian  Community. 

"I'm  happy  we  have  what  appears  to  be  a mediated  solution,"  said  U.S. 
District  Judge  Richard  A.  Enslen.  "I  don't  believe  it  will  be  completed 
until  it  is  signed.  I'll  be  there  Monday  and  by  then  I'll  have  read  and 
digested  the  agreement  and  hope  that  I can  sign  it." 

He'll  have  a lot  of  reading.  The  agreement  will  run  more  than  100  pages 


of  double-spaced  copy. 

Enslen  ordered  the  parties  to  his  courtroom  Tuesday  for  what  he 
described  as  "a  fish-or-cut-bait  day." 

The  proceedings  were  to  begin  at  9 a.m.,  but  the  judge  didn't  appear  in 
the  courtroom  until  nearly  1 p.m. 

In  the  interim,  there  was  a lot  of  waiting  while  closed-door,  last- 
minute  negotiations  went  on  to  finalize  the  agreement.  Arbiter  Dohn 
Bickerman  of  Washington,  D.C.,  had  come  to  Kalamazoo  thinking  he  had  an 
agreement,  but  llth-hour  snags  spoiled  his  arrival. 

First  it  was  the  Bay  Mills  Indian  Community  that  had  a problem,  then  the 
Grand  Traverse  Band  of  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians,  but  those  were  all 
finally  resolved. 

The  new  agreement  will  run  for  20  years,  but  details  won't  be  revealed 
until  Monday  after  all  parties  have  signed.  Mike  Dettmer,  attorney  for  the 
Dustice  Department,  said  he  had  recommended  signing,  but  he  said  the 
agreement  was  being  reviewed  by  a superior  and  that  he  was  waiting  for 
authorization  and  expected  to  sign  on  Monday. 

Bay  Mills  didn't  plan  to  sign  until  after  Sunday's  general  tribal 
meeting.  Katherine  Tierney,  representing  Bay  Mills,  said  she  had 
reasonable  confidence  that  the  agreement  would  be  ratified  because  is  was 
in  the  tribe's  best  interests  to  do  so. 

"We  do  in  fact  have  an  agreement,"  Bickerman  told  the  court.  "This  is 
the  hardest  negotiation  I've  ever  been  involved  with.  At  one  stretch  over 
a week,  we  negotiated  15  to  16  hours  a day. 

"The  people  and  parties  have  moved  enormous  lengths  to  reach  this 
agreement.  It  would  have  been  easier  to  come  to  the  court  to  have  the 
dispute  settled,  but  the  parties  showed  great  courage,  and  this  agreement 
reflects  thoughtful  and  careful  resolution  of  the  needs  of  all  parties. 

"The  parties  have  taken  control  of  the  dispute  and  will  be  able  to 
settle  future  disagreements  among  themselves." 
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Talks  Proceed  On  Negotiating  Quebec's  5,000  Attikameks 

MONTREAL  (CP)  Talks  on  compensating  Quebec's  5,000  Attikameks  for  land 
use  are  going  well,  says  the  natives'  chief  negotiator. 

Ernest  Ottawa  says  an  agreement  in  principle  could  be  signed  by  the  end  of 
the  year  with  federal  and  Quebec  governments. 

The  Attikameks  hope  to  get  about  $150  million  from  the  federal  government 
and  a smaller  amount  from  Quebec  for  land  use. 

Ottawa  said  he's  encouraged  because  the  three  parties  plan  a negotiating 
blitz.  He  said  a similar  common  approach  has  worked  with  the  Innu  of 
Mamuitin,  in  western  Quebec. 

"We've  gone  a lot  farther  that  the  Mamuitin  common-approach  document.  We 
should  be  ready  to  sign  by  December,  or  even  earlier." 

A spokeswoman  for  Quebec  Native  Affairs  Minister  Guy  Chevrette  said  all 
the  parties  want  to  reach  a negotiated  settlement. 

"We're  confident  because  of  the  desire  that  everyone  at  the  table  has 
shown  to  come  to  an  agreement,"  said  Genevieve  Masse. 

The  talks  involve  recognizing  hunting,  fishing  and  forest  rights.  Dams  and 
reservoirs  have  hindered  the  progress  of  the  Attikameks,  who  have  been 
plagued  by  suicides,  a major  housing  shortage  and  other  problems. 
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QUIET  TITLE  ACTION  NO  LONGER  QUIET!!!! 

Dateline;  UNITED  NATIONS  GENEVA,  SWITZERLAND 

Impassioned  speech  stuns  members  of  the  United  Nations  Sub  Commission  and 
none  governmental  organizational  members.  Alaska  Kuiu  Kwaan  Tribal 
spokesman,  Rudy  Dames  blasted  the  state  of  Alaska  and  the  United  States  to 
inform  the  world  nations  of  the  Quiet  Title  Action  filed  by  the  state  of 
Alaska  with  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Reached  for  comment 
at  the  Forum  Park  Hotel  where  Dames  is  participating  in  an  International 
conference  on  Self  Determination,  Dames  said,  "Original  Action  128  is  no 
longer  a secret.  The  Quiet  Title  Action  is  no  longer  quiet."  The  packed 
assembly  hall  of  over  120  member  nations  of  the  UN  witnessed  the 
disclosure  of  the  Smoking  Gun  which  tribal  attorney  Dames  P.  Bailey  says, 
"Proves  that  allodial  title  rests  with  the  Kuiu  Kwaan  and  many  other 
indigenous  nations  of  Alaska.  Russia  never  acquired  title  to  Alaska,  and 
the  U.S.  couldn't  buy  from  Russia  what  it  didn't  own."  Full  text  of  the 
speech  delivered  to  the  UN  follows. 

Intervention  to  the  United  Nations  Sub-Commission  52nd  Session 

Agenda  Item  7 Rudy  Dames  aka  ThlauGooYailthThlee,  Member  of  Directorate 
International  Human  Rights  Association  of  American  Minorities  (IHRAAM) 

Greetings  Madam  Chair  and  distinguished  Participants. 

Yaw  ghut  dae  wu  sauk  ThlauGooYailthThlee,  Thlingit  thlay  nugth,  Teegth 
Hit,  Kuiu  Kwaan.  I speak  on  behalf  of  the  Kuiu  Kwaan  Thlingit  Nation  of 
Alaska  and  Indigenous  Peoples  and  nations  of  that  northern  region  of  the 
world.  I am  entering  a diplomatic  protest.  A tragedy  of  enormous 
proportion  threatens  us  as  the  immigrant  state  of  Alaska  moves  to  "Quiet 
Title"  to  submerged  lands  permanently  through  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  to  take  title  to  our 

Indigenous  lands,  waters  and  resources.  Alaska's  Original  Action  128, 
Madam  Chair,  circumvents  legal  protocols,  administrative  procedures, 
pending  Alaska  Superior  Court  cases  and  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
resolutions,  covenants  and  accords.  The  quiet  title  filing  took  place 
behind  a shroud  of  secrecy.  There  has  been  no  process  of  notification  to 
the  traditional  Indigenous  governments  who  hold  allodial  title  to  their 
respective  lands  and  waters.  Indeed,  gleaning  even  the  most  basic 
information  about  the  case  has  been  extremely  difficult. 

If  Alaska  prevails.  Madam  Chair,  under  United  States  law,  the  immigrant 
state  of  Alaska  will  control  all  activities  crucial  to  the  survival  of  the 
Indigenous  Peoples.  The  state  of  Alaska  has  repeatedly  taken  the  position 
that  we  "Natives  have  no  rights."  Since  statehood  was  illegally  instituted 
in  1959,  following  the  ill-informed  permission  granted  by  the  United 
Nations  in  the  form  of  GAR  1469,  state  of  Alaska  immigrant  agents  have 
arrested,  fined  and  jailed  our  people  for  living  our  traditional  lifestyle 
and  honoring  our  culture,  as  the  United  States  stood  mutely  by. 

Our  Native  Peoples  owned,  occupied  and  governed  those  lands,  waters  and 
resources  for  thousands  of  years.  The  resident  thirty-two  Thlingit  Nations 
of  Southeast  Alaska,  Northern  British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon  Territory 
enjoyed  secure,  well-defined  borders. 

The  Kuiu  Kwaan  are  among  several  Thlingit  nations  that  never  ceded 
sovereignty  or  lands  to  the  United  States.  Not  by  law  and  not  by  agreement. 
The  "absolute"  allodial  title  to  Kuiu  Island  rests  in  the  Kuiu  Thlingit 
Nation  and  we  continue  to  assert  title  to  our  lands,  waters  and  resources. 
Since  time  immemorial  we  enjoyed  a representative  government  with  a 
judiciary  system  based  upon  traditional  tribal  law.  Those  systems  are  in 
place  to  this  day. 

When  the  United  States  of  America  intruded  into  our  territory,  the 
initial  contacts  were  innocuous,  taking  the  form  of  trade,  which  aroused 
no  suspicions  and  warranted  no  cause  for  alarm.  The  immigrants  increased 
in  number  gradually  and  instituted  alien  methods  of  land  ownership  and 
resource  utilization.  Their  boldness  increased  in  proportion  to  their 
growing  numbers. 

Despite  claims  made  by  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 


GAR  1469,  the  fact  is  that  the  United  States  never  purchased  Alaska  from 
Russia,  nor  did  it  deal  fairly  with  the  Indigenous  residents  of  the  region 
I remind  you  of  the  UN  summary  report  E/Sub.2/1999/SR.3,  that  quotes  the 
Yupiaq  Ambassador,  "Mr.  Barnes  gave  an  account  of  the  violations  of  the 
human  rights  of  the  independent  tribes  and  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Alaska 
which  had  been  subjugated,  dominated  and  exploited  by  an  administering 
Power  entrusted  with  bringing  them  to  self-determination.  They  had  not 
been  a party  to,  nor  had  they  participated  in  the  removal  of  Alaska  from 
the  list  of  non-self  governing  territories  in  1959.  Where  they  had 
attempted  to  participate,  they  had  been  subjected  to  fines  or  imprisonment 
or  both  if  they  could  not  read,  write  or  speak  English,  the  United  States 
military  and  the  transferred  population  had  been  allowed  to  vote,  and  the 
independent  tribes  and  indigenous  Peoples  had  not  even  been  fully  informed 
regarding  their  annexation  by  the  United  States  of  America." 

It  is  said.  Madam  Chair,  "Great  men  never  fear  the  truth."  The  truth 
that  confirms  the  title  of  my  tribe,  the  Kuiu  Kwaan  and  other  Indigenous 
nations  of  Alaska  to  their  lands,  waters  and  resources  lies  hidden  in  the 
United  States  National  Archives  among  documents  we  refer  to  as  the 
"Smoking  Gun"  - correspondence  introduced  into  the  record  of  the  Alaska 
Boundary  Tribunal  proceedings  prove  Russia  never  acquired  title  to  SE 
Alaska  and  thus  the  US  did  not  acquire  title  to  Alaska  either.  These 
documents  clearly  recognized  the  right  of  the  Thlingit  people  to  trade 
with  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  The  United  States  recognized  and 
asserted  that  the  Thlingit  people  were  free  from  Russian  control  and  were 
masters  of  their  own  destiny.  These  documents  assert  that  under  the  Law  of 
Nations,  Russia  did  not  have  title  by  discovery  to  any  lands  not  occupied 
by  Russia.  The  documents  are  clear  - Russia  could  not  successfully  claim 
title  to  the  Northwest  Coast  of  North  America  and  the  adjacent  islands. 
Legal  and  historical  facts  lead  to  the  inescapable  conclusion  that  the 
Kuiu  Kwaan  and  other  Thlingit  nations  such  as  Tenakee  and  Yakutat  hold 
allodial  title  (fee  absolute  title)  to  their  ancestral  lands  and  waters. 

The  Kuiu  Kwaan  have  exhausted  local  legal  remedies  and  attempted  to 
bring  the  Smoking  Gun  documents  to  light  by  seeking  to  intervene  in  the 
State  of  Alaska  vs.  Manuel  Lujan,  Dr.,  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior  No.  A 

92- 264  consolidated  with  Katie  John,  et  al  vs.  United  States  of  America  No 

93- 35295.  The  Kuiu  Kwaan  claimed  title  as  against  the  U.S.  and  the 
immigrants  of  Alaska  to  our  ancestral  home.  We  sought  protection  and 
relief  under  US  statute  (the  Alaska  Native  Interest  Lands  Conservation 
Act).  The  trial  court  denied  us  our  day  in  court  and  refused  to  allow  the 
intervention . 

The  goal  of  Alaska  is  to  take  title  to  all  the  underwater  lands  out  into 
the  ocean  for  three  miles  in  and  around  the  Alexander  Archipelago  that 
includes  our  ancestral  lands  and  waters.  "Quiet  title,"  under  US  law  means 
no  one  can  ever  raise  the  issue  of  land  title  again. 

If  the  immigrants  win,  they  will  control  the  waters  above  those  lands 
and  all  activities  important  to  the  life  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples.  Access 
to  our  traditional  means  of  subsistence,  gathering  foods  and  medicines, 
fishing,  hunting  and  providing  materials  for  ceremonies,  housing  and 
clothing  will  be  gone.  There  will  be  no  place  left  for  us  to  practice  our 
traditional  lifestyle,  honour  our  spirituality  and  maintain  our  culture. 
The  Thlingits  of  SE  Alaska  will  be  relegated  to  the  dustbin  of  history  - a 
people  who  were,  but  are  no  more. 

Madam  Chair,  on  behalf  of  the  Kuiu  Kwaan  Tribe  I ask  this  body  to 
realize  that  GAR  1469  began  the  legacy  of  destruction  for  my  people,  that 
the  United  States  perpetrated  a deception  upon  the  nations  of  the  world, 
that  promises  in  the  Alaska  Statehood  Act  and  the  Alaska  Constitution  have 
not  been  kept  to  "forever  disclaim  all  right  and  title... to  any  lands  or 
other  property,  (including  fishing  rights),  the  right  or  title  to  which 
may  be  held  by  any  Indians,  Eskimos,  or  Aleuts  (hereinafter  called 
natives)  or  is  held  by  the  United  States  in  trust  for  said  natives..." 

It  is  our  profound  desire  to  be  ourselves,  true  to  our  own  values  that 
have  led  to  the  present  difficult  situation.  We  do  not  want  to  be  part  of 
the  melting  pot  syndrome.  Far  from  deploring  our  failure  to  become  what 
strangers  want  us  to  be,  our  determination  to  be  ourselves  should  be  seen 
as  a triumph  of  the  human  spirit. 


Madam  Chair,  numerous  Indigenous  groups  have  attempted  to  bring  to  light 
the  problems  of  racism,  the  legacy  of  colonialism  and  apartheid  regarding 
natives  of  Alaska.  We  hope  that  the  governments  of  the  world  who  are 
members  of  this  august  body  will  help  us  and  that  this  human  tragedy  will 
be  averted. 

The  fight  to  continue  as  a people  is  not  unique  to  Alaska  or  the 
indigenous  Peoples  of  the  Americas.  Madam  Chair,  as  a board  member  of  the 
International  Human  Rights  Association  of  American  Minorities  (IHRAAM),  I 
request  that  the  UN  Sub-Commission  on  Human  Rights  sponsor  a regional 
conference  for  African  Americans  as  recommended  by  the  Working  Group  in 
the  near  future. 

IHRAAM  is  keenly  aware  of  the  problems  and  difficulties  being  inflicted 
on  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Kashmir  by  the  governments  of  India  and 
Pakistan.  We  respectfully  request  that  both  India  and  Pakistan  draw  back 
their  encroachment  actions  and  allow  the  people  of  Kashmir  to  pursue 
self-determination  in  an  atmosphere  of  peace,  respect  and  understanding. 
Thank  you.  Madam  Chair 
Rudy  lames 
530-406-1030 
Fax  530-406-1045 
Email  wolfhouse@earthlink.net 
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Shoshone  Indians  appeal  to  U.N.  against  U.S.  land  claims 
Associated  Press 
August  10,  2000 

GENEVA  - A group  of  American  Indians  has  appealed  to  the  United  Nations 
to  intervene  to  protect  their  ancient  land  rights  against  the  U.S. 
government . 

Leaders  of  the  Western  Shoshone  People  said  they  hoped  two  U.N.  panels 
would  back  their  case  that  the  U.S.  government  is  trying  to  force  them 
from  ancestral  territory,  causing  them  physical,  economic  and  cultural 
hardship  and  violating  U.N.  human  rights  treaties. 

Their  plea  came  as  the  United  Nations  commemorated  the  International  Day 
of  the  World's  Indigenous  People  with  ceremonies  in  New  York  - an  annual 
event  designed  to  raise  awareness  of  the  discrimination  faced  by 
indigenous  people  worldwide. 

"For  many,  many  years,  the  United  States  has  been  slowly  trying  to 
squeeze  us  into  smaller  and  smaller  spaces  until  we  no  longer  exist  as  a 
people,"  said  Kevin  Brady,  chairman  of  the  Yomba  Shoshone  Tribe,  whose 
estimated  6,500  members  are  concentrated  in  Nevada. 

"It  is  forbidding  us  from  hunting  and  fishing  in  our  traditional  ways. 

We  have  been  told  we  cannot  graze  the  cattle  necessary  to  sustain  our 
communities,"  he  said  in  a speech  Wednesday  to  the  U.N.  Sub-Commission  on 
the  Promotion  and  Protection  of  Human  Rights. 

He  said  the  U.S.  government  has  authorized  the  use  of  environmentally 
damaging  cyanide  for  gold  mining  and  approved  military  testing  and  nuclear 
waste  storage  on  Shoshone  lands. 

The  Nevada  desert  is  a key  U.S.  weapons  testing  site.  It  also  has 
considerable  gold  deposits. 

At  issue  is  the  so-called  1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley  between  the  Western 
Shoshone  and  the  United  States,  which  took  23.6  million  acres  of  land  away 
from  Indians.  Shoshone  leaders  argue  the  treaty  is  invalid  and  that  the 
land  was  never  ceded  to  the  federal  government. 

They  have  rejected  a long-standing  government  offer  of  $121  million  in 
compensation  and  have  slammed  a recent  proposal  by  Sen.  Harry  Reid  of 
Nevada  to  begin  paying  $20,000  to  every  Shoshone  man,  woman  and  child  for 


land  taken  in  the  1863  treaty. 

"Traditional  people  will  never  accept  money  for  their  land/'  Carrie  Dann 
told  reporters.  She  and  her  sister  Mary  have  been  focal  points  of  the 
dispute  since  the  government  sued  them  in  1974  for  grazing  their  livestock 
on  federal  acreage  at  their  remote  ranch  in  central  Nevada. 

It  is  the  first  time  a Western  Shoshone  delegation  has  come  to  Geneva  to 
lobby  the  U.N.  human  rights  sub-commission.  They  also  addressed  a separate 
panel  - the  Committee  on  the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Racial 
Discrimination  - arguing  that  the  U.S.  land  claim  amounts  to  racism. 

The  committee  ruled  last  year  that  Australia  should  suspend 
implementation  of  new  land  rights  laws  since  they  discriminated  against 
Aborigines . 
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The  plight  of  the  Osage  Nation  continues.  The  following  letter  was  written 
by  one  of  the  Plaintiffs  in  the  "Fletcher  Case",  which  was  the  case  that 
established  the  Osage  Nation  Government  by  a referendum  vote  by  all  of  the 
Osage  People  and  the  establishment  of  their  constitutional  government.  The 
letter  was  written  in  response  to  a news  release  by  Chief  Charles  Tillman  of 
the  Osage  Tribal  Council  on  September  19,  1997. 


MAKING  AN  ISSUE  COMPREHENSIBLE 

The  result  of  the  Fletcher  vs.  U.S.  lawsuit  was  the  reorganization  of  the 
Osage  Nation  under  a Constitutional  form  of  government.  This  gave  the 
voting  franchise  to  all  Osage  who  were  original  allottees  (23  now  living), 
unallotted  Osage  shareholders,  and  non-shareholder  Osage.  It  also  gave 
membership  total  Osage  by  blood  with  no  quantum  requirement,  the  only 
requirement  of  membership  is  being  either  an  original  allottee  or  blood 
descendent  of  an  allottee.  This  part  of  the  news  release  is  all  that  I can 
find  that  is  "comprehensible". 

At  the  time  the  Fletcher  vs.  U.S.  lawsuit  was  filed  in  1990,  there  were 
three  purported  bills  from  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  to  Congress  for  its 
consideration,  none  of  which  included  membership  and  voting  rights  for  all 
Osage.  This  was  as  far  as  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  got  as  far  as 
"Investigating"  ways  to  include  nonshareholders  in  the  voting  process  prior 
to  the  Fletcher  vs  U.S.  suit. 

The  Osage  Tribal  Council  claims  to  have  "sovereign"  immunity,  which  in  my 
opinion  is  a very  questionable  claim.  The  government  which  congress  imposed 
upon  the  Osage  by  legislative  first  in  the  1906  Osage  Allotment  Act,  was  to 
originally  last  for  25  years.  It  has  continued  by  amendment  to  the  present. 
It  was  and  is  in  fact,  a creature  of  the  federal  government.  The  federal 
government  could  not  give  to  this  imposed  governmental  entity  "inherent" 
sovereign  immunity  simply  because  it  was  beyond  its  power  to  "give 
sovereignty".  A nation  either  has  inherent  sovereign  powers  or  it  does  not. 
It's  sovereignty,  may  however,  be  eroded  or  diminished  which  is  always  a 
danger  for  Native  American  governments.  Sovereignty  lies  in  the  people  and 
the  Osage  People  spoke  their  will  in  a referendum  that  was  valid  despite  the 
"sovereign  immunity",  issue. 

This  "incomprehensible"  concept  and  claim  of  "sovereign  immunity"  from  its 
own  people  by  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  must  be  addressed  and  settled  once 
and  for  all.  And  it  will. 


For  a time  that  was  truly  wonderful,  the  Osage  People  had  a fair  and 
equitable  government  that  was  alive  and  functioning.  All  could  be  involved 


and  hold  office  in  this  government.  Among  its  accomplishments  were  a 
three-fold  increase  in  funding  for  federal  programs,  to  name  but  one. 

The  Osage  Tribal  Council's  appeal  to  the  10th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  and 
its  subsequent  mandate  reversing  the  Federal  Courts  handling  of  the  case  on 
grounds  of  "sovereign  immunity",  have  had  an  effect  upon  the  Osage  People, 
that  is  one  original  plaintiff  finds  almost  unable  to  comprehend.  We  sought 
justice  for  our  People  and  we  did  not  find  it.  By  the  extension  of  the 
voting  franchise  and  membership  to  all  Osage,  a rare  thing  occurred,  that 
being  that  the  "inherent  sovereignty"  of  the  Osage  People  was  greatly 
strengthened.  This  was  undeniably  a great  and  wonderful  thing  for  my  Osage 
People. 

Now  with  this  reversal  and  things  back  the  way  they  were,  so  to  speak,  the 
inherent  sovereignty  of  the  Osage  People  has  been  damaged  by  being 
diminished  and  eroded  right  before  my  eyes,  by  the  actions  of  the  Osage 
Tribal  Council  who  are  responsible  for  this  dismal  anachronistic  state  of 
government.  The  voting  franchise  is  now  back  to  only  the  mineral  estate 
shareholders,  who  will  vote  in  elections  to  elect  people  to  hold  office  in 
an  entity  that  is  by  all  accounts  an  unrepresentative  creature  of  the 
Federal  government. 

Sad,  sad,  sad,  since  now  we  fit  the  description:  Osage  Mineral  Estate 
Tribe ! 

As  far  as  scare  tactics  regarding  the  fate  of  the  Osage  after  the  passing  of 
the  last  original  allottee.  There  is  nothing  to  be  scared  of.  A man  by  the 
name  of  John  Fritz,  in  the  B.I.A.,  gave  an  interpretation  of  an  Osage  Court 
of  appeals  case  in  1935,  known  as  Ickes  vs.  Pattison.  His  opinion,  and 
that's  just  what  it  was,  was  that  the  ONLY  federally  recognized  Osage  were 
the  original  allottees.  And  that  opinion,  known  as  "The  Fritz  Opinion"  has 
caused  some  concern,  but  that  was  only  an  interpretation.  This,  as  far  as  I 
know,  is  not  a judicial  opinion. 

In  closing,  I might  add  that  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  still  refuses  to  be 
accountable  to  the  very  shareholders  it  purports  to  represent.  Same  old 
government  by  stealth! 


William  S.  Fletcher, 

Democratic  Osage  Nation  Advocate 
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S . 2869 

Sponsor:  Sen  Hatch,  Orrin  G.  (introduced  7/13/2000) 

Latest  Major  Action:  7/27/2000  Cleared  for  White  House 

Title:  A bill  to  protect  religious  liberty,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Religious  Land  Use  and  Institutionalized  Persons  Act  of  2000  (Enrolled  Bill) 

- -S . 2869- - 
S . 2869 

One  Hundred  Sixth  Congress  of  the  States  of  America 


AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION 


Begun  and  held  at  the  City  of  Washington  on  Monday,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
January,  two  thousand 

An  Act 

To  protect  religious  liberty,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

SECTION  1.  SHORT  TITLE. 

This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  ' Religious  Land  Use  and  Institutionalized 
Persons  Act  of  2000'. 

SEC.  2.  PROTECTION  OF  LAND  USE  AS  RELIGIOUS  EXERCISE, 
a)  SUBSTANTIAL  BURDENS- 

(1)  GENERAL  RULE-  No  government  shall  impose  or  implement  a land  use 
regulation  in  a manner  that  imposes  a substantial  burden  on  the  religious 
exercise  of  a person,  including  a religious  assembly  or  institution,  unless 
the  government  demonstrates  that  imposition  of  the  burden  on  that  person, 
assembly,  or  institution-- 

(A)  is  in  furtherance  of  a compelling  governmental  interest;  and 

(B)  is  the  least  restrictive  means  of  furthering  that  compelling 
governmental  interest. 

(2)  SCOPE  OF  APPLICATION-  This  subsection  applies  in  any  case  in  which-- 

(A)  the  substantial  burden  is  imposed  in  a program  or  activity  that  receives 
Federal  financial  assistance,  even  if  the  burden  results  from  a rule  of 
general  applicability; 

(B)  the  substantial  burden  affects,  or  removal  of  that  substantial  burden 
would  affect,  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  several  States,  or 
with  Indian  tribes,  even  if  the  burden  results  from  a rule  of  general 
applicability;  or 

(C)  the  substantial  burden  is  imposed  in  the  implementation  of  a 
land  use  regulation  or  system  of  land  use  regulations,  under  which  a 
government  makes,  or  has  in  place  formal  or  informal  procedures  or  practices 
that  permit  the  government  to  make,  individualized  assessments  of  the 
proposed  uses  for  the  property  involved. 

(b)  DISCRIMINATION  AND  EXCLUSION- 

(1)  EQUAL  TERMS-  No  government  shall  impose  or  implement  a land  use 
regulation  in  a manner  that  treats  a religious  assembly  or  institution  on 
less  than  equal  terms  with  a nonreligious  assembly  or  institution. 

(2)  NONDISCRIMINATION-  No  government  shall  impose  or  implement  a land  use 
regulation  that  discriminates  against  any  assembly  or  institution  on  the 
basis  of  religion  or  religious  denomination. 

(3)  EXCLUSIONS  AND  LIMITS-  No  government  shall  impose  or  implement  a land 
use  regulation  that-- 

(A)  totally  excludes  religious  assemblies  from  a jurisdiction;  or 

(B)  unreasonably  limits  religious  assemblies,  institutions,  or  structures 
within  a jurisdiction. 


SEC.  3.  PROTECTION  OF  RELIGIOUS  EXERCISE  OF  INSTITUTIONALIZED  PERSONS  . 


GENERAL  RULE-  No  government  shall  impose  a substantial  burden  on 
the  religious  exercise  of  a person  residing  in  or  confined  to  an 
institution,  as  defined  in  section  2 of  the  Civil  Rights  of 
Institutionalized  Persons  Act  (42  U.S.C.  1997),  even  if  the  burden  results 
from  a rule  of  general  applicability,  unless  the  government  demonstrates 
that  imposition  of  the  burden  on  that 
person-- 

(1)  is  in  furtherance  of  a compelling  governmental  interest;  and 

(2)  is  the  least  restrictive  means  of  furthering  that  compelling 
governmental  interest. 

(b)  SCOPE  OF  APPLICATION-  This  section  applies  in  any  case  in  which-- 

(1)  the  substantial  burden  is  imposed  in  a program  or  activity  that  receives 
Federal  financial  assistance;  or 

(2)  the  substantial  burden  affects,  or  removal  of  that  substantial  burden 
would  affect,  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  several  States,  or 
with  Indian  tribes. 

SEC.  4.  JUDICIAL  RELIEF. 

(a)  CAUSE  OF  ACTION-  A person  may  assert  a violation  of  this  Act  as  a claim 
or  defense  in  a judicial  proceeding  and  obtain  appropriate  relief  against  a 
government.  Standing  to  assert  a claim  or  defense  under  this  section  shall 
be  governed  by  the  general  rules  of  standing  under  article  III  of  the 
Constitution . 

(b)  BURDEN  OF  PERSUASION-  If  a plaintiff  produces  prima  facie  evidence  to 
support  a claim  alleging  a violation  of  the  Free  Exercise  Clause  or  a 
violation  of  section  2,  the  government  shall  bear  the  burden  of  persuasion 
on  any  element  of  the  claim,  except  that  the  plaintiff  shall  bear  the  burden 
of  persuasion  on  whether  the  law  (including  a regulation)  or  government 
practice  that  is  challenged  by  the  claim  substantially  burdens  the 
plaintiff's  exercise  of  religion. 

(c)  FULL  FAITH  AND  CREDIT-  Adjudication  of  a claim  of  a violation  of  section 
2 in  a non-Federal  forum  shall  not  be  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit  in  a 
Federal  court  unless  the  claimant  had  a full  and  fair  adjudication  of  that 
claim  in  the  non-Federal  forum. 

(d)  ATTORNEYS'  FEES-  Section  722(b)  of  the  Revised  Statutes  (42  U.S.C. 
1988(b))  is  amended-- 

(1)  by  inserting  'the  Religious  Land  Use  and  Institutionalized 

Persons  Act  of  2000,'  after  'Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act  of  1993,'; 
and 

(2)  by  striking  the  comma  that  follows  a comma. 

(e)  PRISONERS-  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  construed  to  amend  or  repeal  the 
Prison  Litigation  Reform  Act  of  1995  (including  provisions  of  law  amended  by 
that  Act  ) . 

(f)  AUTHORITY  OF  UNITED  STATES  TO  ENFORCE  THIS  ACT  - The 

United  States  may  bring  an  action  for  injunctive  or  declaratory  relief  to 
enforce  compliance  with  this  Act  . Nothing  in  this  subsection  shall  be 
construed  to  deny,  impair,  or  otherwise  affect  any  right  or  authority  of  the 
Attorney  General,  the  United  States,  or  any  agency,  officer,  or  employee  of 
the  United  States,  acting  under  any  law  other  than  this  subsection,  to 
institute  or  intervene  in  any  proceeding. 


(g)  LIMITATION-  If  the  only  jurisdictional  basis  for  applying  a 
provision  of  this  Act  is  a claim  that  a substantial  burden  by  a government 
on  religious  exercise  affects,  or  that  removal  of  that  substantial  burden 
would  affect,  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  several  States,  or 
with  Indian  tribes,  the  provision  shall  not  apply  if  the  government 
demonstrates  that  all 

substantial  burdens  on,  or  the  removal  of  all  substantial  burdens 
from,  similar  religious  exercise  throughout  the  Nation  would  not  lead  in  the 
aggregate  to  a substantial  effect  on  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among 
the  several  States,  or  with  Indian  tribes. 

SEC.  5.  RULES  OF  CONSTRUCTION. 

(a)  RELIGIOUS  BELIEF  UNAFFECTED-  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be 
construed  to  authorize  any  government  to  burden  any  religious  belief. 

(b)  RELIGIOUS  EXERCISE  NOT  REGULATED-  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall 
create  any  basis  for  restricting  or  burdening  religious  exercise  or  for 
claims  against  a religious  organization  including  any  religiously  affiliated 
school  or  university,  not  acting  under  color  of  law. 

(c)  CLAIMS  TO  FUNDING  UNAFFECTED-  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  create  or 
preclude  a right  of  any  religious  organization  to  receive  funding  or  other 
assistance  from  a government,  or  of  any  person  to  receive  government  funding 
for  a religious  activity,  but  this  Act  may  require  a government  to  incur 
expenses  in  its  own  operations  to  avoid  imposing  a substantial  burden  on 
religious  exercise. 

(d)  OTHER  AUTHORITY  TO  IMPOSE  CONDITIONS  ON  FUNDING 
UNAFFECTED-  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall-- 

(1)  authorize  a government  to  regulate  or  affect,  directly  or 
indirectly,  the  activities  or  policies  of  a person  other  than  a government 
as  a condition  of  receiving  funding  or  other  assistance;  or 

(2)  restrict  any  authority  that  may  exist  under  other  law  to  so 
regulate  or  affect,  except  as  provided  in  this  Act  . 

(e)  GOVERNMENTAL  DISCRETION  IN  ALLEVIATING  BURDENS  ON 

RELIGIOUS  EXERCISE-  A government  may  avoid  the  preemptive  force  of  any 
provision  of  this  Act  by  changing  the  policy  or  practice  that  results  in  a 
substantial  burden  on  religious  exercise,  by  retaining  the  policy  of 
practice  and  exempting  the  substantially  burdened  religious  exercise,  by 
providing  exemptions  from  the  policy  or  practice  for  applications  that 
substantially  burden  religious  exercise,  or  by  any  other  means  that 
eliminates  the  substantial  burden. 

(f)  EFFECT  ON  OTHER  LAW-  With  respect  to  a claim  brought  under  this  Act, 
proof  that  a substantial  burden  on  a person's  religious  exercise  affects,  or 
removal  of  that  burden  would  affect,  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among 
the  several  States,  or  with  Indian  tribes,  shall  not  establish  any  inference 
or  presumption  that  Congress  intends  that  any  religious  exercise  is,  or  is 
not,  subject  to  any  law  other  than  this  Act  . 

(g)  BROAD  CONSTRUCTION-  This  Act  shall  be  construed  in  favor  of  a 
broad  protection  of  religious  exercise,  to  the  maximum  extent 
permitted  by  the  terms  of  this  Act  and  the  Constitution. 

(h)  NO  PREEMPTION  OR  REPEAL-  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  construed  to 
preempt  State  law,  or  repeal  Federal  law,  that  is  equally  as  protective  of 
religious  exercise  as,  or  more  protective  of  religious  exercise  than,  this 
Act  . 


(i)  SEVERABILITY-  If  any  provision  of  this  Act  or  of  an  amendment  made  by 


this  Act  , or  any  application  of  such  provision  to  any  person  or 
circumstance,  is  held  to  be  unconstitutional,  the  remainder  of  this  Act,  the 
amendments  made  by  this  Act  , and  the  application  of  the  provision  to  any 
other  person  or  circumstance  shall  not  be  affected. 

SEC.  6.  ESTABLISHMENT  CLAUSE  UNAFFECTED. 

Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  construed  to  affect,  interpret,  or  in  any  way 
address  that  portion  of  the  first  amendment  to  the  Constitution  prohibiting 
laws  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion  (referred  to  in  this  section  as 
the  'Establishment  Clause').  Granting  government  funding,  benefits,  or 
exemptions,  to  the  extent  permissible  under  the  Establishment  Clause,  shall 
not  constitute  a violation  of  this  Act  . In  this  section,  the  term 
'granting',  used  with  respect  to  government  funding,  benefits,  or 
exemptions,  does  not  include  the  denial  of  government  funding,  benefits,  or 
exemptions . 

SEC.  7.  AMENDMENTS  TO  RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM  RESTORATION  ACT  . 

(a)  DEFINITIONS-  Section  5 of  the  Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act  of  1993 
(42  U.S.C.  2000bb-2)  is  amended-- 

(1)  in  paragraph  (1),  by  striking  'a  State,  or  a subdivision  of  a 
State'  and  inserting  'or  of  a covered  entity'; 

(2)  in  paragraph  (2),  by  striking  'term'  and  all  that  follows  through 
'includes'  and  inserting  'term  'covered  entity'  means';  and 

(3)  in  paragraph  (4),  by  striking  all  after  'means'  and  inserting 
'religious  exercise,  as  defined  in  section  8 of  the  Religious  Land  Use  and 
Institutionalized  Persons  Act  of  2000.'. 

(b)  CONFORMING  AMENDMENT-  Section  6(a)  of  the  Religious  Freedom 
Restoration  Act  of  1993  (42  U.S.C.  2000bb-3(a))  is  amended  by  striking  'and 
State  ’ . 

SEC.  8.  DEFINITIONS. 

In  this  Act  : 

(1)  CLAIMANT-  The  term  'claimant'  means  a person  raising  a claim  or  defense 
under  this  Act  . 

(2)  DEMONSTRATES-  The  term  'demonstrates'  means  meets  the 
burdens  of  going  forward  with  the  evidence  and  of  persuasion. 

(3)  FREE  EXERCISE  CLAUSE-  The  term  'Free  Exercise  Clause' 

means  that  portion  of  the  first  amendment  to  the  Constitution  that 
proscribes  laws  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  of  religion. 

(4)  GOVERNMENT-  The  term  'government'-- 

(A)  means-- 

(i)  a State,  county,  municipality,  or  other  governmental 
entity  created  under  the  authority  of  a State; 

(ii)  any  branch,  department,  agency,  instrumentality,  or 
official  of  an  entity  listed  in  clause  (i);  and 

(iii)  any  other  person  acting  under  color  of  State  law;  and 

(B)  for  the  purposes  of  sections  4(b)  and  5,  includes  the  United 
States,  a branch,  department,  agency,  instrumentality,  or 

official  of  the  United  States,  and  any  other  person  acting  under  color  of 


Federal  law. 


(5)  LAND  USE  REGULATION-  The  term  'land  use  regulation1  means 
a zoning  or  landmarking  law,  or  the  application  of  such  a law, 
that  limits  or  restricts  a claimant's  use  or  development  of  land 
including 

a structure  affixed  to  land  ),  if  the  claimant  has  an  ownership,  leasehold, 
easement,  servitude,  or  other  property  interest  in  the  regulated  land  or  a 
contract  or  option  to  acquire  such  an  interest. 

(6)  PROGRAM  OR  ACTIVITY-  The  term  'program  or  activity1  means 

all  of  the  operations  of  any  entity  as  described  in  paragraph  (1)  or  (2)  of 
section  606  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  (42  U.S.C.  2000d-4a). 

(7)  RELIGIOUS  EXERCISE- 

(A)  IN  GENERAL-  The  term  'religious  exercise'  includes  any 

exercise  of  religion,  whether  or  not  compelled  by,  or  central  to,  a system 
of  religious  belief. 

(B)  RULE-  The  use  , building,  or  conversion  of  real  property  for  the  purpose 
of  religious  exercise  shall  be  considered  to  be  religious  exercise  of  the 
person  or  entity  that  uses  or  intends  to  use  the  property  for  that  purpose. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
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filename=" TRIBES  BACK  CANTWELL" 

August  9,  2000 

Eleven  tribes  back  Democratic  hopeful  Maria  Cantwell 
by  Cate  Montana  Today  staff 

SEATTLE  - Many  of  the  state's  tribes  are  jumping  off  the  fence  and  making 
an  early  move  to  back  Maria  Cantwell,  one  of  two  Democratic  candidates 
vying  for  the  opportunity  to  oust  Republican  incumbent  Sen.  Slade  Gorton 
in  the  upcoming  election  this  fall. 

Twelve  of  the  state's  28  federally  recognized  tribes  met  Duly  28  in 
Seattle  to  discuss  formal  support  of  Cantwell,  running  against  Democratic 
hopeful  Insurance  Commissioner  Deborah  Senn  in  the  Sept.  11  primary.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Quileute  Tribe,  which  remains  undecided  on  whether  to 
issue  formal  backing  at  this  time,  all  were  eager  to  get  the  ball  rolling 
behind  Cantwell. 

"We  are  united  to  defeat  Slade  Gorton  and  united  behind  Maria  Cantwell," 
said  Ron  Allen,  chairman  of  the  Damestown  S'Klallam  Tribe  and  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians. 

Much  of  the  tribes'  early  support  can  be  attributed  to  Cantwell's 
excellent  track  record  on  tribal  issues  and  the  environment,  as  well  as  to 
a backlash  against  the  state  GOP's  ill-fated  Dune  resolution  calling  for 
the  elimination  of  "non-republican  forms  of  government"  on  reservations. 

Cantwell's  campaign  office  was  one  of  the  first  organizations  to  bring 
the  resolution  to  public  attention. 

Her  staff  notified  tribes  across  the  state  and  contacted  other 
organizations,  such  as  the  California  Native  American  Democratic  Caucus, 
helping  to  mobilize  a swift,  national  response  to  what  was  soon  to  be 
known  as  the  "Indian  Resolution." 

Although  Gorton  distanced  himself  as  rapidly  as  possible  from  the 
resolution  introduced  by  Republican  delegate  Dohn  Fleming,  with  his  track 


record,  it  was  not  difficult  for  tribes  to  consider  him  "guilty  by 
association."  And  Cantwell's  people  have  done  nothing  to  persuade  the 
tribe's  and  the  rest  of  the  voting  public  otherwise. 

"He  created  an  atmosphere  of  hostility  and  intolerance  that  gives  rise 
to  this  sort  of  thing,"  said  Christian  Sinderman,  Cantwell's 
communications  director.  "Fleming  and  some  of  the  sponsors  ...  were 
talking  about  how  they  were  basically  following  the  lead  of  their  elected 
officials . 

"Well,  there's  only  one  elected  official  that  has  gone  as  far  as  Gorton 
has  on  these  issues.  So  it's  obvious  who  they  were  talking  about." 

It  would  be  easy  enough  for  Washington  tribes  to  take  the  "anybody  other 
than  Gorton"  approach  to  this  election.  Both  Cantwell  and  Senn  are 
favorable  in  comparison  to  Gorton  with  his  consistent  attacks  on  tribal 
sovereignty,  his  support  of  big  business  and  poor  voting  record  on 
environmental  issues. 

But,  while  Senn  is  not  objectionable  and  says  she  will  support  tribal 
sovereignty,  she  does  not  have  the  political  track  record  Cantwell  has. 

At  28,  Cantwell  went  to  the  state  Legislature  as  one  of  the  youngest 
women  ever  elected  to  the  position.  She  distinguished  herself  as  the 
architect  of  the  state's  Growth  Management  Act,  which  she  shepherded 
through  a marathon  65-day  session.  In  Congress,  she  supported  landmark 
legislation  such  as  the  Family  and  Medical  Leave  Act  and  President 
Clinton's  deficit  reduction  plan. 

On  a more  local  level,  during  her  tenure  in  the  legislature,  she  helped 
the  Tulalip  Tribe  overcome  transportation  problems  caused  by  rapid 
population  growth  north  of  Seattle. 

"The  Tulalip  Tribe  and  Maria  Cantwell  have  a long  history  working 
together  on  economic  development  and  other  projects,  " said  Tribal 
Chairman  Stan  Hones.  "She  is  a thoughtful,  effective  and  caring  legislator 
We  are  proud  to  support  her." 

Russ  Hepfer,  chairman  of  the  Lower  Elwa  Tribe  council,  admitted  that 
getting  rid  of  Gorton  was  the  tribe's  number  one  political  focus.  But  he 
said  after  researching  Cantwell's  political  record,  the  tribal  council 
voted  to  get  off  the  fence  and  back  her  rather  than  wait  until  after  the 
primary  election. 

"She  has  a track  record  in  Congress  that  has  been  environmentally 
friendly  and  we  think  she's  a sound  steward  to  do  that  for  the  natural 
resources  and  the  environment,"  Hepfer  says.  "We  think  Maria  will  stand  up 
not  only  for  individual  rights,  but  for  tribal  rights  - sovereign  rights. 
And  that's  why  we  went  with  her." 

Many  of  the  tribes,  including  Tulalip  and  Lower  Elwa,  are  putting  their 
money  as  well  as  their  political  support  behind  Cantwell.  Hepfer  says  his 
tribe,  "even  though  we're  not  a gaming  tribe,"  is  giving  whatever  it  can 
to  help  Indian  country  get  rid  of  Gorton. 

And,  bottom  line,  getting  rid  of  Gorton  is  what  the  effort  is  all  about. 

"I  am  proud  to  be  here  with  so  many  friends  from  around  the  state,  and  I 
am  grateful,"  Cantwell  said  during  the  endorsement,  "that  so  many  tribes 
from  across  Washington  have  come  here  today  to  underscore  the  fact  that 
Slade  Gorton  needs  to  be  retired." 

To  contact  Cantwell's  campaign  office  call:  425-697-5336 
Cate  Montana  reports  from  the  Pacific  Northwest.  She 
can  be  reached  at  (360)  894-5617.  E-mail  at  stellar@spso.net. 
c.2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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Date:  8/13/00  7:58:01  PM  US  Mountain  Standard  Time 


Dear  Bob  Dorman, 

Here  is  the  script  for  a radio  interview  I will  be  doing  on  Monday  for 
KPFA  Radio,  Los  Angeles. 

I will  work  something  up  for  a handout  at  the  Democratic  National 
Convention,  complete  with  information  about  your  web  site  and  the  SENAA 
web  site. 

I hope  this  helps. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky 

cc:  Sharon  Lungo,  ARC 

Script  for  KPFA,  Los  Angeles 

My  name  is  Marsha  Monestersky.  For  the  past  8 years,  I have  lived  with 
and  served  as  Consultant  to  the  Dineh,  known  as  Navajo,  Indigenous 
people  that  live  in  the  Four  Corners  region.  They  are  located  60  miles 
east  of  the  Grand  Canyon,  in  Black  Mesa  Arizona.  I have  been  an 
activist  and  Non  Governmental  Organization  (NGO)  for  over  two  decades. 

I have  a United  States  Environmental  Protection  Agency  Certificate  of 
Merit  and  a Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Human  Rights  award,  served  as 
founding  Co-Chair  of  the  Non  Governmental 

Organization  Human  Rights  Caucus  at  the  United  Nations  commission  on 
Sustainable  Development  and  in  various  other  capacities. 

I wish  to  speak  to  all  of  you.  Democrats,  Republicans  and  activists, 
those  of  you  living  in  Los  Angeles  and  those  traveling  here  to 
participate  in  the  first  Democratic  National  Convention  of  the  new 
millennium.  I want  to  tell  you  about  forced  relocation  that  is  going  on 
inside  the  borders  of  the  United  States.  Forced  relocation  by  the  US 
government  of  the  most  traditional  Indigenous  people  left  in  this 
country.  The  Dineh  people  need  your  help  because  they  are  in  the  last 
days  of  their  struggle.  They  are  being  sacrificed  because  the  land  they 
live  on  contains  an  estimated  40  billion  tons  of  high  grade,  low-sulfur 
coal  that  is  burned  in  unregulated  power  plants  so  severe  it  threatens 
global  climate  change,  and  human  lives. 

Roy  Tso  and  Jimmy  Manson  died  of  Black  Lung.  Paul  Johnson,  Kee  Russell, 
Kee  John  Kescoli,  Zonnie  Whitehair,  Eli  Crank,  and  many  more  are  also 
suffering  from  Black  Lung.  Dineh  people  are  dying  from  suicide  and 
emotional  despair,  unable  to  protect  their  land,  gravesites  and  sacred 
sites.  Loss  of  land  for  the  traditional  Dineh  causes  traumatic 
effects.  Many  Dineh  believe  that  when  they  loose  their  land  it  will  be 
the  end  of  them  as  a people.  Pauline  Whitesinger,  a Big  Mountain  elder 
says,  "There  is  no  word  in  Dineh  for  relocation.  To  relocate  is  to 
disappear  and  never  be  seen  again."  Her  daughter  Bonnie  Whitesinger,  a 
mother  with  6 children  is  suffering  from  kidney  failure. 

Please  challenge  Presidential  candidate  A1  Gore  at  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  and  all  along  the  campaign  trail  to  look  at  the 
impacts  of  US  ENERGY  POLICY  not  only  upon  the  global  environment,  but 
also  upon  the  Indigenous  people  whose  societies  is  being  devastated.  A1 
Gore  wrote  a book  "Earth  in  the  Balance".  In  it  he  states,  "We  tolerate 
the  theft  of  land  from  Indigenous  peoples,  the  exploitation  of  areas 
inhabited  by  the  poorest  population,  and  - worst  of  all-  the  violation 
of  the  rights  of  those  who  will  come  after  us." 

These  words  by  A1  Gore  sound  like  the  horrors  in  Black  Mesa.  But  A1 
Gore  doesn't  know.  You  may  wonder  why  people  in  Los  Angeles  should  care 
about  what  is  going  on  in  Black  Mesa?  Because  every  time  you  flip  a 
switch  to  turn  on  a light  and  every  time  you  pay  your  taxes  you  are 
contributing  to  the  sacrifice  of  Dineh  lives. 

In  January,  1982,  Leon  Berger,  Executive  Director  of  the  Navajo-Hopi 
Indian  Relocation  Commission  resigned  saying  that,  "the  forcible 
relocation  of  over  10,000  Navajo  people  is  a tragedy  of  genocide  and 
injustice  that  will  be  a blot  on  the  conscience  of  this  country  for  many 
generations . " 

In  mandating  relocation,  the  US  government  overlooked  alternative 


methods  for  resolving  the  conflict  between  the  tribal  governments,  such 
as  financial  compensation  as  normally  used  in  such  cases.  It  further 
ignored  the  impact  of  relocation  upon  people  whose  religion  was 
intimately  bound  to  their  ancestral  land. 

The  US  government  must  not  be  allowed  to  legalize  ethnic  cleansing 
arbitrarily  confiscates  the  homes  and  property  of  the  poorest  people  in 
the  country,  and  strips  people  of  their  civil  rights  solely  because  of 
their  ethnic  origin.  The  foundation  of  all  policy  towards  Indigenous 
peoples  should  be  respect  for  their  right  to  remain  on  their  ancestral 
land,  to  practice  their  traditional  religion,  and  to  enjoy  the  same 
protections  and  civil  rights  offered  to  all  other  US  citizens. 

What  can  you  do?  In  the  next  few  days,  the  LA  City  Council  is  going  to 
vote  on  whether  Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  and  Power  can  sell  their 
share  in  the  Mojave  to  another  bidder.  It  is  up  to  you  to  bring  this 
issue  to  the  attention  of  A1  Gore  and  the  LA  City  Council  to  stop  the 
sale  of  the  Mojave  until  clean  up  or  shut  down  is  implemented. 

The  Mojave  and  other  power  plants  in  the  Four  Corners  region  are  the 
largest  generators  of  greenhouse  gases  in  North  America.  Its  effects 
are  so  severe  it  is  responsible  for  global  warming,  changing  global 
climate  patterns  and  sea  level  rise.  None  have  any  controls  for 
greenhouse  gases,  emitting  350  tons  of  sulfur  compounds  and  250  tons  of 
nitrogen  compounds  into  the  atmosphere  each  day.  The  haze  in  the  region 
is  so  severe  it  has  reduced  visibility  by  50%  at  the  GRAND  CANYON,  one 
of  the  great  wonders  of  the  world. 

Policies  in  rest  of  the  world  have  accepted  that  Climate  Change  exists. 
The  US  is  lagging  behind  other  countries  that  are  already  implementing 
policy  based  on  targets  established  at  the  Kyoto  Convention  on  Climate 
Change.  For  example,  the  Australian  government  has  set  up  a greenhouse 
office  and  has  instituted  policies  whereby  levies  are  placed  on  fossil 
fuels,  which  goes  directly  to  subsidize  renewable  energy  systems.  Many 
European  countries  are  actively  promoting  "green  grid"  systems  whereby 
people  can  pay  a levy  on  their  electricity  bill  in  order  to  fund  renewable 
input  such  as  wind,  hydro,  solar.  In  contrast,  the  US  government  is  still 
debating  about  whether  climate  change  exists.,  doing  nothing  to  implement 
the  Kyoto  Protocol  while  it  continues  to  heavily  subsidize  fossil  fuels. 

One  myth  often  heard  is  that  alternative  energy  is  bad  for  the  economy. 
This  is  not  true.  IN  THE  ECONOMISTS'  STATEMENT  ON  CLIMATE  CHANGE,  over 
2500  economists  including  eight  Nobel  Laureates  have  said  that  reduction 
in  greenhouse  gas  emissions  would  not  harm  American  living  standards  and 
these  measures  may  in  fact  improve  U.S.  productivity  in  the  longer  run. 

In  my  experience,  I have  observed  first  hand  the  human  cost  for  the 
burning  of  fossil  fuels.  Inside  the  United  States,  in  Black  Mesa,  it  is 
responsible  for  the  forcible  relocation  of  12,000  Dineh  from  their 
ancestral  lands.  The  3,000  that  still  resist  are  suffering  dehumanizing 
and  at  times  fatal  consequences  from  this  ongoing  relocation. 

While  the  Dineh  issue  is  not  known  well  in  this  country,  the  people  have 
strong  international  support.  In  1998,  the  United  Nations  (UN)  High 
Commissioner  for  Human  Rights  sent  an  investigator  to  the  area.  This  was 
the  first  time  a UN  human  rights  organ  officially  and  publicly  took  on 
investigation  of  a specific  case  against  the  U.S.,  being  particularly 
concerned  about  the  impact  of  the  relocation  on  the  practice  of 
traditional  Dineh  religion. 

Prayer  Vigils  at  US  Embassies  around  the  world  have  been  conducted. 
International  Human  Rights  Observers  and  representatives  from  the 
governments  of  France,  Sweden  and  Germany  traveled  to  Black  Mesa  to 
support  the  Dineh. 

During  the  plenary  sessions  in  Strassbourg  on  February  17,  2000,  the 
EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENT  adopted  an  URGENCY  RESOLUTION,  "against  the  forced 
relocation,  the  ongoing  violations  of  human,  religious  and  land  rights 
of  the  Dineh  at  'Big  Mountain''.  In  this  Resolution,  "they  call  upon 
the  US  Government  to  respect  the  land  rights  of  the  Dineh  people  as  well 
as  the  provisions  for  Indigenous  peoples  of  the  Vienna  Declaration." 

Please  ask  A1  Gore,  during  the  Democratic  National  Convention  and  all 
along  the  campaign  trail:  What  are  you  going  to  do?  The  US  government 
must  formulate  a new  energy  policy  that  places  the  need  for  protection 


of  the  global  environment  and  the  rights  of  Indigenous  people  ahead  of 
the  desire  of  the  coal-fired  power  industry  for  profits  at  any  expense. 

But  in  order  to  do  this  the  US  government  must  revoke  the  agreements, 
which  exempts  the  Four  Corners  power  plants  from  environmental 
regulations  and  stop  the  use  of  3 million  gallons  of  water  each  day  just 
to  carry  coal  to  the  Mojave.  This  is  the  only  drinking  water  supply  for 
the  Hopi  and  western  Navajo  people,  water  that  has  been  there  since  the 
Ice  Age.  In  a drought,  in  the  desert,  this  is  a tragic  waste. 

Please  urge  A1  Gore  to  demand  the  cessation  of  all  forcible  and  coerced 
relocation  of  Dineh  families  and  request  a review  of  the  history  of  US 
policies  that  have  led  up  to  the  current  situation  in  Black  Mesa. 

Please  contact  your  local  City  Council  office  to  find  out  when  in  the 
next  few  days  that  the  City  Council  will  meet  to  discuss  the  sale  of  the 
Mojave. 

We  need  your  help  to  make  sure  that  Presidential  candidate  A1  Gore  and 
the  LA  City  Council  stop  purchasing  "unclean"  energy  that  is  responsible 
for  global  climate  change  and  the  death  of  Dineh  people. 

Please  help  now  because  time  is  running  out  for  the  Dineh  people  and  our 
planet . 

Thank  you, 

Marsha  Monestersky 

Please  visit  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 
for  more  background  on  this  relocation  issue. 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet.com. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com. 
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Navajo  town  brings  its  huge  'Little  Sister'  home 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

CHILCHINBETO  - "Little  Sister"  has  come  home. 

Back  in  late  1997,  the  small  Navajo  community  of  Chilchinbeto  decided  to 
sell  "Little  Sister,"  the  world's  second-largest  Navajo  rug,  to  save  its 
health  clinic.  The  400-pound,  28-  by  26-foot  rug  was  sent  to  Sotheby's  in 
New  York  and  was  offered  for  auction  in  May  1998. 

The  town  hoped  the  rug  would  bring  $3.5  million  to  start  an  endowment  to 
bring  in  $350,000  a year  for  the  clinic,  which  was  threatened  by  funding 
cuts . 

But  no  bids  came  in,  and  the  rug  was  stored  in  a warehouse. 

"Little  Sister"  was  the  second  rug  made  on  a giant  loom  built  in  the 
1970s  by  the  Office  of  Navajo  Economic  Opportunity.  The  first,  "Big 
Brother, " woven  in  1976,  measures  38  feet  by  26  feet,  weighs  800  pounds. 

It's  the  largest  handmade  Navajo  rug  in  the  world. 

"Little  Sister"  was  woven  by  a dozen  weavers  over  10  months  in  1983  and 
1984. 

"It  was  inspiring  to  see  the  community  in  a united  effort  and  rejoicing 
on  the  return  of  the  rug,"  said  Charlie  C.  Billy,  a Navajo  Nation  Council 
delegate . 


"RE;  Camp  Dustice"  
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- FORWARD,  CAMP  JUSTICE  >>>>  08/11/2000 


Date:  8/11/00  12:49:28  PM  Pacific  Daylight  Time 

From:  mike.wicks@mindspring.com  (Mike  Wicks) 

I talked  with  Tom  for  a short  time  today.  He  said,  last  weekend  that 
Camp  Dustice  had  a visit  of  about  60  motorcyclists  who  had  organized  a 
ride  from  Sturgis  to  Camp  Dustice.  They  spent  the  day  at  the  camp  and 
talked  about  the  problems,  and  the  reasons  for  the  camp.  Lots  of  support 
for  the  justice  being  sought.  Their  interest  and  support  was  very  much 
appreciated.  While  they  also  said  they  would  plan  to  do  the  same  thing 
next  year.  Camp  Dustice  and  Tom,  expressed  the  hope  that  justice  for  Ron 
and  Wally  would  be  be  found  before  then  and  someone  would  be  in  jail  by 
then . 

While  speaking  about  this  justice  issue,  Tom  mentioned  that  the  FBI 
agent  in  charge  of  the  investigation  into  Ron  and  Wally's  deaths,  has 
retired.  Yet  another  complication  in  what  I personally  feel  has  been  a 
rather  inept  and  poorly  conducted  investigation.  Although  the  FBI  has 
increased  the  reward  amount  being  offered  for  information  about  these 
deaths,  I have  seen  no  positive  information  or  words  of  encouragement  from 
the  FBI. 

The  trials  for  the  men  arrested  a year  ago  for  crossing  the  strip  of 
yellow  tape  stretched  across  the  road  into  White  Clay,  will  begin  August 
30th.  Tom  had  asked  to  be  tried  first,  since  he  was  the  organizer  of  the 
marches  and  of  Camp  Dustice,  and  that  the  others  were  present  because  he 
had  asked  for  their  support.  The  judge  has  decided  to  try  Russell  Means 
first  however.  Tom's  trial  will  begin  following  that.  Probably  September 
6th  or  7th.  There  will  be  a lot  of  traveling  back  and  forth,  and  other 
expenses  like  meals  and  motel  bills,  phone  bills,  etc.  Anyone  who  can 
help  with  a few  dollars  is  urged  to  send  it  to  Tom  at;  Camp  Dustice,  c/o 
Tom  Poor  Bear,  P.O.  Box  823,  Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770.  Pre-paid 
phone  cards  are  also  needed. 

Tom  will  also  be  taking  his  son  back  to  Minneapolis  very  soon  for  the 
operation  on  the  boy's  arm.  He  was  scheduled  to  have  the  operation  last 
month,  but  when  they  got  to  the  hospital,  a rash  of  some  sort  (poison  ivy 
perhaps)  had  broken  out  on  the  boy's  back  and  shoulder,  so  they  postponed 
the  operation. 

In  struggle, 

Mike 

http://www.aics.org/justice/camp.html 
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Coast  Miwoks  fight  for  recognition 
By  Dames  May 
Today  Staff 

PETALUMA,  Calif.  - In  1579  English  pirate  and  adventurer  Sir  Francis 
Drake  made  landfall  in  a bay  that  bears  his  name  in  Marin  County 
about  30  miles  north  of  present-day  San  Francisco. 

It  was  the  first  time  the  Coastal  Miwok  Tribe  made  contact  with 
Europeans.  Now,  more  than  400  years  later,  the  descendants  of  those 
who  greeted  Drake  struggle  to  gain  federal  recognition. 

The  greatest  obstacle  the  tribe  faces  is  an  ironic  one.  They  have 
included  language  in  their  charter  that  prohibits  the  tribe  from 
gaming.  Tribal  sources  say  this  clause  raised  the  ire  of  both  the 
BIA  and  the  gaming  lobby,  who  worry  that  the  non-gaming  clause  might 
set  a precedent  and  undermine  gaming  as  a whole. 


The  Coast  Miwok  were  dissolved  as  a tribe  by  Congress  in  the 
Termination  Act  of  the  1950s. 

Congresswoman  Lynn  Woolsey,  D-Calif.,  pushed  a bill  through  the 
House  that  is  now  in  the  U.S.  Senate,  sponsored  by  Barbara  Boxer, 
D-Calif . 

"I  did  this  because  people  in  my  district  wanted  me  to,"  says 
Congresswoman  Woolsey.  "This  tribe  had  lost  their  rights  and  it's 
time  to  restore  them." 

Woolsey  says  it  is  now  up  to  the  Senate  leadership  and  the  tribe 
should  know  for  sure  by  the  beginning  of  September. 

The  tribe  has  said  that  gaming  was  not  really  an  option  from  the 
start  since  their  land  base  is  only  one  acre.  They  feel  they  have 
other  economic  developments  that  can  prove  just  as  lucrative.  Tribal 
sources  say  there  are  plans  for  an  environmentally  friendly  cheese 
factory  among  other  economic  goals. 

Tribal  members  insist  they  are  not  anti-gaming  and  say  they  strongly 
support  it  for  other  tribes,  but  they  feel  in  their  case  it  is  just 
not  realistic. 

Woolsey  confirms  there  has  been  concern  by  the  BIA  and  others  about 
the  non-gaming  clause. 

Calls  to  the  BIA  and  the  Senate  regarding  the  matter  were  not 
returned . 

The  tribe  has  a famous  native  son  who  is  helping  it  through  the 
recognition  process.  Greg  Sarris,  an  author,  filmmaker  and  professor 
at  the  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles,  is  serving  his  fifth 
term  as  tribal  chairman. 

Sarris  is  well  versed  on  tribal  history  and  recognition  politics.  He 
says  the  process  toward  re-recognition  began  when  the  leader  of  a 
band  of  the  neighboring  Porno  tried  to  put  a casino  in  what  was 
historically  Miwok  territory.  The  Miwoks  realized  they  could  not  do 
anything  about  it  since  they  lacked  federal  recognition. 

"I  had  just  finished  my  post-doc  and  moved  to  LA  when  I heard  about 
this  casino.  I called  some  of  the  elders  and  asked  what  could  be 
done,"  Sarris  says. 

What  they  did  was  have  a meeting  with  leff  Wilson,  the  leader  of  the 
Cloverdale  Porno  band  that  wanted  to  build  the  casino.  Wilson  offered 
the  Miwoks  a seat  on  the  board,  a move  immediately  declined  by  the 
Miwoks . 

That  was  when  a single  acre  of  land  became  their  savior.  In  1997  the 
tribe  found  out  it  originally  had  15.4  acres  near  Graton  in  Sonoma 
County  that  was  set  aside  for  them  in  the  1950s.  Over  the  years, 
through  unscrupulous  efforts  by  government  officials,  the  land 
dwindled  to  a single  acre  where  Miwok  Gloria  Armstrong  lived.  The 
Miwoks  approached  Armstrong  about  using  her  land  to  restore  the 
Graton  Rancheria.  After  being  assured  she  would  not  lose  her  home, 
she  agreed. 

This  is  when  the  tribe  became  the  Federated  Indians  of  the  Graton 
Rancheria.  Miwok  tribal  member  Gene  Buvelot  has  been  involved  in  the 
recognition  process  from  the  beginning.  He  says  this  name  is 
important  because,  unlike  many  other  California  tribes  which  still 
associate  with  historical  bands,  the  Federated  Indians  of  the  Graton 
Rancheria  encompasses  all  the  bands  from  the  Miwok  Tribe. 

Sarris  and  Buvelot  say  the  tribe  hired  a professional  genealogist  to 
research  all  claims  to  tribal  membership,  to  make  sure  everything  is 
legitimate  and  in  order.  They  have  discovered  that  all  380  tribal 
members  are  the  descendants  of  just  13  Miwok  survivors  from  Spanish 
and  American  encroachment.  A Web  site  at  the  University  of 
California,  Berkeley  says  there  were  originally  3,000  to  5,000  Coast 
Miwoks . 

Sarris  points  out  that  his  great-grandfather  was  the  prime  informant 
for  University  of  California  doctoral  candidate  Isabel  Kelley  who 
wrote  a dissertation  on  the  Coast  Miwok  in  1933. 

"The  federal  government  is  asking  me  to  prove  that  I'm  Indian,  well 
I have  the  proof,"  says  Sarris. 

Another  issue  is  that  many  of  the  Coast  Miwoks  have  intermixed  with 


the  neighboring  Pomo  peoples  and  will  have  to  decide  which  tribe 
they  would  like  to  belong  to  if  federal  recognition  for  the  Miwoks 
is  realized. 

Buvelot  mentions  another  concern  is  to  reacquire  tribal  artifacts 
taken  over  the  years.  He  says  that  he  would  like  to  be  able  to  have 
the  clout  of  federal  recognition  to  do  that. 

The  Miwoks  say  many  individual  smaller  items,  such  as  a clam  shell 
necklace  made  by  Buvelot ' s grandfather,  have  been  taken  from  museums 
and  the  tribe  would  feel  better  if  they  could  recover  what  is  still 
out  there.  Buvelot  said  one  of  the  largest  collections  of  Miwok 
artifacts  is  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  Early  19th  century  Russian 
traders  collected  them. 

"There  is  such  a rich  heritage  here,"  Buvelot  says.  "Federal 
recognition  is  not  just  important  for  things  like  federal  services. 

It  is  also  important  so  we  can  guarantee  that  our  children  know  this 
heritage . " 

lames  May  reports  from  California.  He  can  be  reached  at  (916) 

451-8764.  Email  may7@earthlink.net. 
c.2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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Towns  again  ask  that  tribal  recognition  be  withdrawn 
By  Eileen  McNamara 
c.  TheDay 

Published  on  7/29/2000 

North  Stonington  ? A lawyer  for  three  towns  challenging  the  recognition 
efforts  of  two  local  tribes  is  renewing  the  towns'  request  to  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  to  withdraw  the  preliminary  recognition  of  the  tribes, 
citing  new  evidence  of  improprieties  by  agency  officials. 

In  a 13-page  letter  Friday  to  Bruce  Babbitt,  secretary  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  the  Interior,  the  towns'  lawyers  say  the  preliminary 
recognitions  of  the  Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequots  and  Eastern  Pequots  should 
be  withdrawn  and  reconsidered  because  the  BIA's  director,  Kevin  Gover, 
ignored  findings  by  his  research  staff  that  the  two  tribes  failed  to  meet 
two  of  the  federal  criteria  for  recognition. 

Guy  Martin,  one  of  the  Washington,  D.C.,  lawyers  for  Preston,  Ledyard 
and  North  Stonington,  also  says  in  his  letter  that  the  BIA  considered 
information  from  the  tribes  after  a deadline  for  such  submissions.  In 
addition,  the  proposed  positive  findings  the  BIA  issued  in  March  for  both 
tribes  are  not  legal  findings  because  the  agency  never  determined  whether 
there  is  one  tribe  or  two,  as  required  by  federal  regulations,  Martin  says 
in  his  letter. 

"The  proposed  findings  on  the  Eastern  Pequot  and  Paucatuck  Eastern 
Pequot  petitions  are  fatally  flawed,  whether  this  is  recognized  by 
yourself  at  this  time,  or  a court  later,"  Martin  says  in  the  letter.  "The 
only  course  of  action  that  will  cure  these  defects  is  withdrawal  and 
reconsideration  of  both  findings." 

lames  A.  Cunha  3r.,  chief  of  the  Paucatuck  Easterns,  said  Friday  that 
the  letter,  the  latest  in  a series  the  towns  and  their  lawyers  have  sent 
the  BIA  challenging  the  preliminary  recognitions,  is  an  expected  part  of 
the  six-month  public  comment  period  BIA  is  conducting  on  the  proposed 
findings . 

"We're  in  the  process  and  we're  committed  to  following  that  process," 
Cunha  said. 

Eastern  Pequot  officials  said  they  had  not  seen  the  letter  and  could  not 
comment . 

Martin  in  May  sent  a similar  letter  to  Babbitt  also  calling  for  the 
withdrawal  of  the  preliminary  recognitions,  citing  more  than  100  instances 
in  technical  reports  drafted  by  BIA  researchers  that  showed  "evidentiary 


gaps"  in  the  two  tribes'  petitions. 

The  reports  also  contained  conclusions  by  the  researchers  that  the 
tribes  failed  to  meet  two  of  the  federal  criteria  for  recognition, 
political  leadership  and  cohesion  and  continuous  tribal  community  since 
historic  times. 

Martin  said  in  that  letter  it  appeared  that  someone  in  the  BIA  overruled 
those  recommendations  by  the  staff  researchers.  In  his  latest  letter,  he 
said  the  towns  and  their  lawyers  now  have  clear  evidence  it  was  Gover  and 
he  notes  a March  16  memo  from  Gover  as  evidence.  In  the  memo,  Gover  tells 
his  research  staff  to  issue  proposed  positive  findings  for  the  two  tribes, 
despite  the  deficiencies  they  have  uncovered  in  their  research. 

Besides  that  memo,  Martin  said,  there  are  other  instances  where  the  BIA 
violated  its  own  rules  and  regulations  in  granting  preliminary  recognition 
to  the  two  tribes.  First,  he  said,  documents  the  towns  received  from  the 
BIA  show  the  agency  considered  evidence  submitted  by  the  Paucatuck 
Easterns  and  Eastern  Pequots  after  April  1999,  a deadline  the  BIA 
established  for  such  submissions. 

The  BIA's  preliminary  findings  for  the  two  groups,  Martin  adds,  do  not 
represent  preliminary  decisions  as  defined  by  federal  law  because  the 
agency  never  determined  whether  the  groups  are  really  one  tribe  with  two 
factions  or  two  tribes.  The  BIA  said  in  its  proposed  findings  that  it  will 
make  that  call  when  it  issues  final  decisions. 

"The  regulations  at  this  important  stage  require  BIA  to  issue  proposed 
findings,  not  proposed  questions,"  Martin  says  in  his  letter.  He  also 
offers  Babbitt  several  case  law  citations  to  back  his  claims. 

The  towns  have  called  on  Connecticut's  congressional  delegation  to 
support  their  efforts  and  one  of  the  lawmakers,  lames  H.  Maloney,  R-5th- 
District,  has  also  sent  the  BIA  a letter  requesting  the  preliminary 
decisions  be  withdrawn.  Connecticut  Attorney  General  Richard  Blumenthal 
has  made  the  same  request  to  Babbitt. 
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Cayugas  recount  history  of  deceit 

Clan  mother  tells  judge  in  land  claim  case  how  state  cheated  ancestors 
By  WILLIAM  KATES 
c.  Associated  Press 
August  1,  2000 

SYRACUSE  --  The  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  rested  its  land  claim  case  Monday 
after  a clan  mother  recounted  the  tribe's  oral  history,  describing  New 
York's  use  of  liquor  and  deceit  to  steal  Cayuga  lands  two  centuries  ago. 

"It  has  been  told  by  the  elders  that  we  have  never  given  up  in  our  fight 
to  get  our  land  back.  We  are  always  trying  to  realize  our  dream  of 
returning  to  our  homeland,''  Bernadette  Hill  told  U.S.  District  ludge  Neal 
McCurn  as  testimony  moved  into  a third  week  in  the  second  phase  of  the 
damages  trial. 

Earlier  Monday,  state  attorneys  used  their  cross-examination  of  another 
Cayuga  representative  to  outline  how  New  York  over  the  last  century 
negotiated  a settlement  to  compensate  the  tribe  --  payments  the  Indian 
nation  continues  to  accept. 

State  attorneys  expected  to  begin  calling  their  witnesses  Tuesday.  First 
McCurn  asked  each  side  to  give  him  a 90-minute  oral  summation  of  the 
lengthy  testimony  given  last  week  by  Laurence  Hauptman,  a Native  American 
history  scholar  who  testified  that  18th-century  New  York  officials 
acquired  the  Cayugas'  land  in  "bad  faith''  transactions. 

McCurn  ruled  six  years  ago  that  New  York  illegally  acquired  64,027  acres 
of  Cayuga  land  in  1795  and  1807  by  purchasing  it  from  the  tribe  without 
the  federal  government's  required  approval.  Following  a month  long  trial, 
federal  court  jury  in  February  awarded  the  Cayugas  $36.9  million  for  their 
lost  ancestral  lands. 


The  judge  is  now  weighing  historical  and  economic  factors  to  decide 
whether  the  jury's  award  should  be  increased. 

Hill  on  Monday  echoed  Hauptman's  testimony,  telling  McCurn  that  colonial 
soldiers  first  tried  to  drive  the  Cayugas  out  of  their  homelands  because 
many  Cayugas  had  fought  on  the  British  side  during  the  American  Revolution 
Later,  New  York  officials  resorted  to  cheating  the  Cayugas  through  bogus 
treaties,  she  said. 

In  1789,  New  York  said  it  brokered  an  agreement  with  the  Cayugas  to 
transfer  all  of  its  land  over  to  the  state  except  for  land  around  Cayuga 
Lake,  which  eventually  shrank  to  the  64,000-plus  acre  reservation. 

According  to  the  elders.  New  York  officials  knowingly  ignored  Iroquois 
protocol  and  found  dissident  Cayugas  it  could  coax  into  an  agreement.  Hill 
told  McCurn. 

"This  was  not  a legal  treaty  to  us.  They  were  given  Mind  Changer  -- 
strong  drink  --  and  forced  to  put  an  X on  something  they  did  not  know  they 
were  putting  an  X on, ' ' Hill  testified.  "They  were  not  in  their  right  mind 
There  was  bribery.  They  were  beaten.' ' 

State  attorneys  also  have  tried  to  show  the  many  attempts  New  York 
officials  later  made  to  compensate  the  tribe. 

Cayuga  spokesman  Clint  Halftown  acknowledged  under  cross-examination 
that  New  York  had  set  up  a trust  fund  and  agreed  to  annual  payments  in  the 
early  1900s.  Although  suspended  for  a duration,  those  payments  were 
resumed  and  continue  to  present. 
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Peyote  'Medicine  Man'  Hit  With  Felony  Drug  Counts 

BY  FRANK  CURRERI 

THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 

August  5,  2000 

Weber  County  prosecutors  filed  felony  drug  charges  Friday  against  a self 
described  American  Indian  medicine  man  who  allegedly  intended  to 
distribute  peyote,  paving  the  way  for  a potentially  precedent-setting 
court  battle  over  freedom  of  religion. 

The  charges  against  49-year-old  Nick  Stark  stem  from  his  arrest  on  Duly 
8,  after  he  hosted  an  all-night  prayer  ceremony  inside  a tepee  in  his  back 
yard  for  the  Oklevueha  Earth  Walks  chapter  of  the  Native  American  Church. 
Police  arrived  and  seized  10  pounds  of  peyote  from  Stark  after  24-year-old 
Nicole  Burnett,  one  of  27  people  who  attended  the  gathering,  left  his  home 
and  flagged  down  a police  cruiser. 

Burnett  told  the  officers  she  was  held  at  the  ceremony  against  her  will 
and  forced  to  eat  peyote,  a hallucinogenic  cactus  plant  that  in  the  United 
States  is  grown  only  in  Texas. 

Stark,  whose  followers  consider  him  their  spiritual  leader,  has  denied 
Burnett's  allegations.  He  is  charged  with  possessing  peyote  with  the 
intent  to  distribute  it,  a second-degree  felony  punishable  by  up  to  15 
years  in  prison  and  a $10,000  fine.  Stark  also  was  charged  with  possessing 
7 pounds  of  coca  leaves  --  which  contain  cocaine.  That  third-degree  felony 
is  punishable  by  up  to  5 years  in  prison  and  a $5,000  fine. 

He  declined  to  comment  Friday  and  his  attorney,  Deven  Coggins,  was 
unavailable . 

After  showing  police  his  peyote  on  Duly  8,  Stark  told  officers  he  is  of 
Iroquois  ancestry  and  that  he  is  empowered  by  his  church  --  and  federal 
law  --to  conduct  peyote  rituals.  Peyote  has  been  used  for  thousands  of 
years  in  American  Indian  religious  ceremonies. 

But  the  question  of  Stark's  legal  authority  to  use  peyote  is  unclear. 
Under  Utah  law,  peyote  is  a drug  equivalent  to  heroin  or  LSD,  with  a high 
potential  for  abuse  and  no  acceptable  medical  uses. 

The  prosecution  of  Stark  will  pit  Utah  state  law,  which  bans  peyote 
outright,  against  federal  law,  which  protects  peyote  use  among  American 


Indians  during  "bona  fide"  and  "traditional"  religious  ceremonies. 

Members  of  other  Native  American  Churches,  including  the  A Shii-Be-To 
chapter  in  Salt  Lake  City,  have  questioned  Stark's  claim  of  American 
Indian  ancestry,  and  argue  he  is  not  a bona  fide  medicine  man.  Leaders  in 
the  Salt  Lake  City  church  have  condemned  his  church's  practice  of  freely 
sharing  peyote  with  people  who  have  no  American  Indian  ancestry  and 
requesting  $200  donations  from  members  who  participate  in  peyote  rituals. 

lames  Mooney,  president  of  Stark's  church,  says  he  and  his  church  are 
authorized  by  the  Department  of  Public  Safety  in  Texas  to  legally  purchase 
peyote.  Mooney  declined  to  comment  on  the  charges  against  Stark. 

Mooney's  attorney,  Kathryn  Collard,  predicted  the  complicated  case  could 
eventually  reach  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  but  refrained  from  commenting 
further. 

Weber  County  Deputy  Attorney  Rich  Parmley  said  the  criminal  charges 
against  Stark  were  delayed  because  his  office  had  been  awaiting  tests  on 
the  3,500  alleged  peyote  buttons  police  confiscated  from  Stark's  home. 

Those  tests,  completed  this  week,  confirmed  the  substance  was  peyote, 
Parmley  said.  He  declined  to  comment  on  the  prosecution's  case. 

A free  man  since  last  month.  Stark  was  not  re-arrested  Friday,  Parmley 
said.  Stark  instead  will  be  served  a summons. 

Stark  and  Mooney's  church,  which  they  claim  has  3,000  members,  has  a 
predominantly  white  membership,  many  of  whom  gain  instant  membership 
before  peyote  rituals.  Mooney  has  defended  the  church's  demographics, 
saying  that  basing  membership  on  race  would  be  unconstitutional. 

Mooney  has  said  Stark  violated  proper  ceremonial  protocol,  but  declined 
to  say  what  Stark  had  done  wrong  during  the  Duly  8 ritual.  Mooney  said 
Stark  --who  credits  peyote  with  helping  him  overcome  past  drug  addictions 
--  will  not  be  allowed  to  use  peyote  until  his  legal  troubles  are  resolved. 

"RE : Vernon  Bellecourt  Sues  an  Ojibwa  Newspaper"  
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Sub j : Vernon  Bellecourt  sues  an  Ojibwa  newspaper,  the  Native  American  Press 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Vernon  Bellecourt  is  suing  the  Native  American  Press/Ojibwa  News  and 
Native  American  Doseph  (Doe)  Geshick.  The  Native  American  Press/Ojibwa 
News  is  a Native  American  newspaper  with  distribution  in  Northern 
Minnesota  and  the  Twin  Cities  of  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Vernon  Franklin  Bellecourt  claims  to  be  an  activist  who  protects  and 
speaks  out  for  Native  Americans,  presumably  including  the  right  of 
Native  Americans  to  freely  express  their  opinions.  Vernon  Bellecourt 
has  a felon  record  (armed  robbery).  William  (Bill)  D.  Lawrence, 
publisher  of  the  Native  American  Press/Ojibwa  News  is  an  Ojibwa  who 
served  two  years  in  Viet  Nam  as  a Marine  Captain.  Doe  Geshick  is  a full 
blood  Ojibwa  who  writes  contributing  letters  to  the  editor. 

This  Duly  26  hearing  was  for  denying  or  granting  Summary  Dudgement  to 
the  publisher  and  Doe  Geshick  indicating  Vernon  does/doesn't  have  a 
case.  Vernon  Bellecourt 's  attorney  asked  to  extend  the  discovery  period 
to  October  of  2000.  Dudge  Dohn  Sommerville  granted  each  of  the  three 
principal's  time  to  give  testimony  as  to  why  or  why  not  a Summary 
Dudgement  should/should-not  be  granted.  The  main  issue  turned  out  to  be 
protecting  witnesses  from  Vernon's  AIM. 

Vernon's  attorney,  Dorden  S.  Kushner,  spoke  first... and  spoke... and 
spoke.  Dudge  Sommerville  finally  asked  Mr.  Kushner  to  sit  down.  Mr. 
Kushner 's  main  point  was  that  there  were  no  witness  names  in  any  of  the 
articles  to  "prove"  the  allegations  in  the  letters. 

Next,  Bill  Lawrence  gave  his  testimony.  Bill  mentioned  during  his 
testimony  that  over  time  he's  had  five  different  AIM  members  working  in 
his  office  who  knew  Vernon.  Bill  didn't  have  time  to  add  that  these  AIM 
members  working  for  him  didn't  have  any  respect  for  or  allegiance  to 
Vernon  Bellecourt  or  Vernon  Bellecourt 's  national  AIM  (NAIM)  office. 

Bill  also  told  the  judge  that  Doseph  G.  Geshick  (Doe)  had  been  an  AIM 


member  for  twenty-five  plus  years.  In  Bill's  opinion,  loe  knew  AIM  and 
Vernon  well  (and  Vernon's  version  of  AIM).  Bill  added  that  many  people 
came  to  loe  when  they  needed  information  on  AIM  (even  though  loe 
Geshick  no  longer  claims  to  be  an  AIM  member  because  he  doesn't  want 
other  Native  Americans  in  Minnesota  to  think  he's  associated  with 
Vernon  or  Vernon's  NAIM).  Bill  added  that  he  trusted  loe's  opinions 
about  AIM  and  what  he  wrote  about  Vernon  and  Clyde  Bellecourt. 

Next,  loe  Geshick  gave  his  testimony.  His  main  point  was  he  never  used 
names  in  his  articles  because  he  wanted  to  protect  his  sources  from  the 
Bellecourts.  loe  Geshick  does  not  want  the  Bellecourt 's  to  track  down 
his  sources  to  hurt  and  intimidate  them,  loe  Geshick  stated  that  his 
sources  were  in  grave  danger  from  the  Bellecourt  AIM.  The  judge  seemed 
to  not  believe  what  loe  stated. 

ludge  lohn  1.  Summerville  did  not  grant  the  Summary  ludgement  at  this 
point.  The  judge  stated  that  loe  and  Bill  should  submit  affidavits  for 
Kushner's  discovery. 

Vernon  claims,  in  one  of  his  list  of  grievances,  that  loe  Geshick 
suggested  Vernon  was  involved  in  the  execution  murder  of  Anna  Mae 
Pictou,  married  name  Anna  Mae  Aquash. 

ludge  lohn  1.  Sommerville,  Fourth  ludicial  District,  Hennepin  County 

District  Court 

Case  # is  PI  99-014406 
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Federal  agencies  seen  as  Number  One  violators  of  federal  law 

By  Brian  Stockes 

Today  staff  - Washington  Bureau 

WASHINGTON  - At  a recent  hearing  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  witnesses  pointed  to  federal  agencies  as  top  violators  of  the  most 
important  federal  law  in  the  protection  of  Native  American  human  remains 
and  sacred  objects. 

The  accusations  ranged  from  the  inability  to  manage  programs,  to  non- 
compliance  with  legally  mandated  deadlines.  Agencies  cited  include  units 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  the  Department  of  Defense  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

"What  I have  seen  over  the  last  two  years  has  been  disturbing,"  said 
Armand  Minthorn,  a trustee  of  the  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Umatilla 
Reservation.  "NAGPRA  was  passed  to  protect  the  human  rights  of  Native 
American  tribes  and  individual  descendants.  However,  agency  implementation, 
particularly  that  of  the  Department  of  Interior,  has  failed  to  carry  out 
the  intent  of  NAGPRA,  making  repatriation  more  difficult." 

NAGPRA,  or  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act, 
was  passed  by  Congress  and  signed  into  law  by  the  president  just  10  years 
ago.  It  is  considered  "remedial"  legislation  in  that  it  provides  a legal 
basis  for  the  return  of  human  remains,  grave  goods  and  objects  of  cultural 
patrimony  to  Native  Americans.  This  includes  American  Indians,  Native 
Alaskans  and  Native  Hawaiians. 

As  a result  of  pressures  from  the  Native  community,  combined  with 
hundreds  of  years  of  grave  desecration  and  theft.  Congress  was  finally 
forced  to  address  the  problem  with  passage  of  this  law.  Congress'  intent 
in  enacting  NAGPRA  was  to  ensure  that  Native  American  human  remains  and 
sacred  objects  retained  by  the  federal,  state,  and  local  governments, 
universities  and  the  museum  community  are  returned  to  the  appropriate 
tribes  or  descendants.  The  law  also  ensures  some  protection  for  burial 
sites  on  tribal  and  federal  lands. 

Today,  tribes  struggle  with  a number  of  federal  agencies  over  compliance 
and  implementation  of  the  law.  Under  NAGPRA,  the  deadline  for  completion 


of  inventories  of  human  remains  and  associated  funerary  objects  in  museum 
and  federal  agency  collections  was  November  1995.  While  most  public 
museums  have  complied  with  such  deadlines,  a number  of  federal  agencies 
remain  far  behind  in  compiling  inventories  of  their  collections. 

"It  is  dismaying  that  federal  agencies  are,  in  some  cases,  so  far  behind 
their  non-federal  counterparts,"  said  Martin  Sullivan,  former  chairman  of 
the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Review  Committee. 

"Museums  and  universities  whose  primary  funding  does  not  come  from  the 
federal  government  have,  by  and  large,  succeeded  in  finding  the  resources 
to  meet  the  timetable  set  forth  in  the  law.  One  federal  agency  indicated 
that  its  existing  level  of  resources  will  not  enable  it  to  compile 
inventories  until  as  long  as  20  years  from  now." 

The  NAGPRA  Review  Committee,  a seven-member  body  established  under  the 
law  to  oversee  implementation,  draft  regulations  and  resolve  disputes, 
recently  took  issue  with  Interior  over  its  management  of  the  NAGPRA 
program. 

Since  the  law  was  enacted,  the  National  Park  Service  has  been  charged 
with  implementing  the  department's  responsibilities  under  NAGPRA  through 
this  program.  These  duties  included  technical  assistance  to  tribes, 
museums,  other  federal  agencies  and  parks,  training,  drafting  regulations 
and  guidelines,  administering  the  NAGPRA  grants  program  and  providing 
administrative  support  for  the  review  committee. 

Over  the  years,  the  Park  Service  has  come  under  fire  from  tribes  and  the 
review  committee  for  what  many  see  as  a "conflict  of  interest"  in  its 
management  of  the  program.  Some  critics  feel  that  keeping  the  NAGPRA 
Program  within  the  Park  Service  unbalances  a delicate  compromise 
originally  struck  between  museums  and  tribes  during  the  drafting  of  NAGPRA. 

Until  a few  months  ago,  the  program  had  been  managed  under  the 
Archeology  and  Ethnography  program  of  the  Park  Service,  which  some  felt 
subjected  tribes  to  unfair  treatment.  Some  have  pointed  out,  that  this 
program  primarily  lies  under  the  authority  of  the  Departmental  Consulting 
Archaeologist,  a scientist  and  Park  Service  employee,  leading  to  a 
potential  for  conflict  of  interest,  since  management  requires  balancing 
the  needs  and  interests  of  the  tribes,  museums  and  scientists,  and 
government  agencies,  including  the  Park  Service. 

Recently,  Interior  responded  to  these  concerns  by  transferring  national, 
non-Park  Service,  duties  to  the  assistant  director  for  Cultural  Resources 
Stewardship  and  Partnerships  and  out  of  the  Park  Service. 

"The  National  Park  Service  was  aware  of  the  concern  that  existed  about 
its  dual  role  of  both  administering  the  NAGPRA  program  while  also  having 
to  comply  with  it  as  a federal  agency,"  said  Katherine  Stevenson, 

Interior's  associate  director  of  the  cultural  resource  stewardship  area. 

"Following  an  oversight  hearing  in  1999  that  raised  concerns  about  the 
manner  in  which  the  National  Park  Service  was  administering  the 
secretary's  responsibilities,  the  Park  Service  was  directed  by  the 
secretary  to  consider  alternatives  for  administering  these  duties." 

Native  people  have  over  the  years  begun  to  understand  both  the  scope  and 
limitations  of  the  NAGPRA,  its  process,  and  regulations.  At  the  same  time, 
they  are  looking  at  their  own  community  needs  and  goals  and  how  to  address 
their  concerns  through  the  law.  Tribes  say  they  are  hoping  that  with 
pressure  from  Congress,  real  changes  will  be  made  in  each  federal  agency 
to  improve  the  current  level  of  compliance. 

While  Interior  representatives  say  it  feels  the  recent  reorganization  of 
NAGPRA  duties  addresses  concerns,  many  tribes  see  it  merely  as  an 
ineffective  reshuffling. 

"We  would  prefer  that  the  secretary  of  the  Interior  transfer  authority 
for  the  NAGPRA  program  to  the  level  of  the  secretariat,"  said  Jefferson 
Keel,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation.  "The  NAGPRA  program 
should  be  administered  by  staff  having  sufficient  seniority,  program 
knowledge,  and  experience  implementing  the  statute." 
c.2000  Indian  Country  Today 

"RE : The  Last  Battle:  By  Leonard  Peltier"  


Date:  11  Aug  2000  04:40:44  GMT 


From:  yagwatze@aol.com  (Yagwatze) 

Sub j : The  Last  Battle:  By  Leonard  Peltier 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

From:  arthur  <bayou@blarg. net> 
please  post  widely 

FROM:  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER  SUPPORT  NETWORK 

TACOMA  OFFICE 

P.O.  Box  5464 

TACOMA,  WA  98415-0464 

Voice  Mail:  (253)  593-9631 

E-Mail:  NatAimer@aol.com  & bayou@blarg.net 

FOR  HIROSHIMA  AND  NAGASAKI:  SHALL  WE  NEVER  FORGET 

THE  LAST  BATTLE;  By  Leonard  Peltier 

As  I stood  in  silence  looking  through  the  broken  window  of  the  wooded 
shack  in  which  was  once  my  home,  I could  see  the  misty  morning  dew 
as  it  laid  in  rest,  not  yet  awaken  by  the  coming  of  the  Father  Sun.  Then 
suddenly  there  came  a formalizing  sound  that  carried  me  back  to  my 
early  childhood.  I heard  the  sound  of  someone  crying.  But  after  a few 
moments  I realized ...  it  was  only  that  of  the  wailing  wind,  weeping  out  as 
if  in  great  pain.  Then  as  suddenly  as  it  came  it  departed.  Once  again  the 
cold  sound  of  silence  fell  upon  me  ...with  it  came  back  so  many 
memories.  It  was  at  that  moment  that  I decided  to  visit  the  beautiful 
Mother  Earth,  to  seek  out  her  comfort  and  love  from  this  haunting  feeling 
of  emptiness. 

As  I walked  through  the  heart  of  this  ancient  reservation  the  gentle  mist 
seemed  to  reach  out  and  cling  to  me  like  some  violent  spirit  without 
form.  As  I continued  to  walk  I came  across  several  hidden  trails  of 
nature,  but  all  looked  to  belong  abandoned ...  leaving  only  the  ugly  for 
memories,  as  if  a reminder  of  that  that  once  was. 

Then  there  sitting  upon  a river  bank,  I could  see  an  old  Indian  man,  with 
long  silver  shining  hair,  bound  tightly  in  braids  that  reached  the  length  of 
his  hips,  aimlessly  tossing  pebbles  to  the  muddywater. . .water  that  had 
long  changed  its  colors  from  the  White  Man's  pollution ...  fish,  turtles,  and 
even  the  playful  tadpoles ...  so  many  of  life's  water  creatures,  once 
depended  upon  for  the  survival  of  my  people. .. laid  lifeless  with  decay 
upon  the  river's  banks. 

As  I turned  to  the  old  man,  I couldn't  help  but  wonder  who  he  was,  for 
over  the  years  I had  come  to  know  all  the  Elders  of  our  Nation. And  then 
as  if  my  thoughts  were  spoken,  he  rose  up  to  look  into  my  eyes.  As  if 
he  had  known  I would  come  and  had  been  waiting.  As  he  stood 
there... from  the  morning  light  I could  see  tears  forming  in  his  lifeless 
eyes,  and  as  I looked  a little  closer  I could  see  that  they  were  the 
sacred  tears  of  blood,  cried  through  generations  of  sorrow  by  our  people. 

Then  softly  I heard  him  say... my  son,  I am  a very  old  man  of  great  age, 
sorrow,  pain  in  many  visions,  but  most  important  of  all  I am  the  original 
seed  of  life,  handed  down  to  our  people  by  the  Great  Spirit. 

I am  the  voice... of  a thousand  battles,  who  speaks  with  the  wisdom  and 
direction  from  years  of  counseling  with  traditional  Chiefs  and  our  Elders. 

I am  the  voice... for  a Nation  that  seeks  the  beauty  of  freedom. . .freedom 
through  whatever  means  possible,  from  the  rusty  chains  of  bondage, 
that  has  long  imprisoned  our  people  and  those  of  all  Indian  Nations. 

I am  the  voice... for  the  people  that  have  struggled  and  cried  for 
hundreds  of  years,  the  bitter  tears  of  blood,  through  death,  starvation, 
racialism  and  suffering  under  the  vice  of  the  White  Man's  greed. 

I am  the  voice... for  the  people  who  demand  that  the  White  Man  stop 
destroying  mankind,  stop  abusing  our  beautiful  Mother  Earth  through 
the  use  of  nuclear  arms  and  explosives. 

I am  the  voice... to  you  my  people  of  the  great  strength  and  pride,  for  we 
can  no  longer  survive  off  the  White  Man's  pity.  We  must  strike  back  and 
fight... if  we  are  to  prevent  the  total  annihilation  of  our  people,  and  all 
nations . 


I am  the  voice... that  will  carry  with  great  love  and  pride  your  prayers 
and  cries  to  the  Great  Spirit  for  forgiveness  for  the  violent  crimes  being 
forced  upon  you  the  people  to  commit,  in  order  to  survive. . .with  the 
honor  and  pride  that  so  many  of  our  people  have  died  for  through 
generations  of  battle. 

Then  suddenly  as  if  Mother  Earth  had  veiled  him  with  her  ravishing 
beauty... he  vanished,  leaving  only  a handful  of  pebbles,  as  if  a reminder 
of  the  very  ground  at  which  he  once  roamed  at  some  time  or  another. 

As  I continued  upon  my  journey  across  the  reservation  a smile  crept 
upon  my  face,  as  I thought  about  the  old  Indian  man  ...raving  on  like 
some  madman  about  the  destruction  of  Mother  Earth. 

I found  no  such  destruction.  As  I shrugged  my  shoulders  in  doubt... for  I 
thought  perhaps  it  was  just  hallucinating?  With  this  thought  in  mind  I 
began  to  look  around  me,  searching  for  life,  and  more  and  more  I 
noticed  several  of  the  Great  Spirit's  creatures  laying  about  motionless, 
others  staggering  from  deformity,  quivering  from  pain  under  the  slumber 
of  death. 

Grievously  sad  and  bewildered,  I began  to  wonder  what  could  have 
possibly  inflicted  such  a widespread  destruction  upon  my  four-legged 
brothers .. .why??  And  where  are  my  beloved  sisters  the  dear  and  the 
antelope  that  once  grazed  in  multitudes  and  roamed  freely  across  the 
vast  plains? 

As  I continued  to  gaze  about  I began  trembling  vigorously. . .then  I as 
if  in  desperation,  my  eyes  turned  to  the  sky,  searching  for  the  beautiful 
winged  ones  that  once  flew  with  enormous  speed  and  grace... but  they 
too  could  not  be  found... for  they  also  laid  crippled,  infected  or 
motionless  under  the  summer  heat  of  our  now  barren  Mother  Earth. 

With  extreme  hate  and  vengeance,  I looked  once  more  upon  this 
horrifying  sight... that  had  once  been  the  beautiful  Mother  Earth,  so 
abounded  with  life  and  enormous  beauty.  While  looking  upon  this 
monstrous  destruction  created  by  the  White  Man's  greed... I began  to 
smell  the  repelling  odor  of  human  flesh  burning,  so  foul  a scent  that  my 
eyes  began  to  burn,  as  my  heart  beat  uncontrollably. . .violently  fighting 
to  be  free  from  all  this  death  and  destruction. 

As  the  odor  of  death  filled  my  lungs  I started  to  run.  As  I approached 
my  village  it  appeared  to  be  deserted,  for  I found  only  the  mute  sound 
of  silence.  I could  not  hear  the  barking  of  dogs  that  never  failed  to  watch 
over  our  village,  there  came  no  sound  of  laughter  from  the  children  that 
never  failed  to  play  under  the  warm  Father  Sun,  or  of  their  mothers  that 
would  call  out  to  them,  I found  only  that  of  a dreadful  silence... a cold 
chill  began  to  ran  through  me  as  the  mighty  fear  of  loneliness  clinched 
me  within  its  powerful  hands. 

Overpowered  by  panic... I forced  myself  to  ran  to  the  very  first  Indian 
house  that  was  near.  After  entering  a few  feet  I froze... for  there  before 
me  were  the  mutilated  bodies  of  my  people,  men,  women,  and  children 
laid  on  the  floor,  masked  by  the  face  of  an  agonizing  death.  As  if 
shackled  to  the  very  pit  of  pain,  I began  to  scream  as  tears  rolled  down 
my  cheeks.  And  when  I came  upon  the  last  house  in  my  village,  I found 
the  same  as  the  first,  twisted  bodies  deformed  beyond  recognition. 

Lost  and  alone,  I walked  as  if  in  a trance  to  the  center  of  the  village. 
Then  I heard  a terrifying  explosion  that  deafened  my  ears  and  rapidly 
vibrated  my  entire  body.  As  I looked  up  into  the  sky  I saw  a flash  of  light, 
so  bright  it  became  blinding  to  my  naked  eyes... with  extreme  pain  I 
continued  to  watch  as  an  enormous  mushroom  formed. 

Not  able  to  look  any  longer  I turned  my  eyes  upon  the  ground,  and 
cast  from  my  shadow  came  the  mirrored  reflection  of  the  old  Indian... 
weeping  and  wailing  bitter  tears  of  sorrow  over  our  people. 

Blistered  and  weak  I fell  to  my  knees... and  there  upon  the  ground  was 
a pool  of  blood... the  old  man's  weeping  tears. 

NWLPSN  FALL  2000,  CLEMENCY  MOBILIZATION  STATEMENT 

Whereas:  Leonard  Peltier  was  originally  convicted  of  aiding  and  abetting 
murder  of  two  FBI  agents  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Oglala  Lakota  Reservation, 
but  formerly  withheld  documents  supporting  Peltier's  innocence  later 


forced  the  prosecution  to  admit  that  they  could  not  prove  who  actually 
killed  the  agents,  and  despite  this  lack  of  evidence,  Peltier  has  remained 
in  prison  for  24  years,  and 

Whereas:  The  trial  of  Leonard's  co-defendants  resulted  in  a not  guilty 
verdict  based  upon  the  right  of  self-defense,  and 

Whereas:  There  is  disturbing  evidence  of  FBI  misconduct  in  this  case, 
that  falsified  affidavits  were  used  to  extradite  Peltier  from  Canada,  that 
ballistics  tests  were  falsified  and  young  witnesses  were  intimidated,  that 
even  the  U.S.  Attorney  has  admitted  no  one  knows  who  pulled  the 
trigger  that  killed  the  two  FBI  agents,  and 

Whereas:  The  case  of  Leonard  Peltier  came  about  because  of  a long 
conflict  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Oglala  Lakota  Reservation  that  resulted  in  the 
suffering  of  many  people,  and 

Whereas:  Peltier,  a Native  American  activist,  has  been  a model  prisoner 
for  over  24  years,  with  no  record  of  violence  and  has  contributed  to  many 
humanitarian  efforts  from  prison,  and  that  the  seriousness  of  his 
deteriorating  health  could  result  in  stroke,  heart  disease  and  kidney 
failure  if  not  properly  treated  soon,  and  that  his  Parole  Board  recently 
denied  his  request  for  parole  and  his  next  hearing  is  not  scheduled  until 
the  year  2008, 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved.  That  the  NORTHWEST  LEONARD  PELTIER 
SUPPORT  NETWORK  is  organizing  a campaign  for  the  Fall  of  2000  to 
encourage  President,  William  Defferson  Clinton  to  grant  Leonard  Peltier 
Executive  Clemency  in  the  spirit  of  reconciliation.  Please  call  the  White 
House  Comments  Line  (202)  456-1111.  We  ask  all  people  to  join  with  us 
in  this  campaign. 

NWLPSN  FALL  CAMPAIGN: 

1.  SEPTEMBER  9,  2000,  SEATTLE  LEONARD  PELTIER  CLEMENCY 
MARCH  AND  RALLY:  March  starting  point,  noon.  First  and  Yesler 
(Chief  Sealth  Statue),  Rally  Steinbreuck  Park. 

2.  SEPTEMBER  23,  2000,  OLYMPIA  LEONARD  PELTIER 
CLEMENCY  MARCH  AND  RALLY:  march  starting  point,  noon, 

Sylvester  Park  (Legion  Way  & Capital  Blvd). 

3.  OCTOBER  8,  2000,  6TH  ANNUAL  INTERNATIONAL  INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE'S  DAY:  3USTICE  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER  AND  THE  FIRST 
NATIONS,  MARCH  AND  RALLY  AT  THE  U . S . /CANADIAN  BORDER 

(Blaine,  WA),  march  starting  point,  noon,  Blaine  Park  (corner  of  Blaine 
& Alder),  rally  at  Peace  Arch  Park.  Donations  are  greatly  needed, 
please  send  them  to:  NWLPSN--01ympia  Office,  P.O.  Box  4398, 

Tumwater,  WA  98501. 

Signed 

Susan  Morales,  NWLPSN  Co-Coordinator 
Robert  Free,  NWLPSN,  Co-Coordinator 
Arthur  3.  Miller,  NWLPSN,  Co-Coordinator 
Steve  Hapy,  3r,  NWLPSN,  Security  Coordinator 
Carol  Reed,  NWLPSN  Secretary-Treasurer 

NWLPSN  Advisors  And  Organizers 

Harold  Belmont 

Peter  Bohmer 

Tiokasin  Veaux 

Tyree  Scott 

Duan  lose  Bocanegra 

John  Parsak 

K.L.  Shannon 

3im  Page 

3im  McMahan 

Dylan  Magon  Floyd-Miller 


Tim  McHugh 


"RE ; Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  14  August  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom. net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Moore,  Ray  R. 

Morosky,  Eric  Allen 

#224-426 

#270-506 

PO  Box  511 

PO  Box  5500 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 

Date  of  Birth:  4/2/25 

Date  of  Birth:  8/18/66 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Myers,  loseph  Michael 

Newcomb,  lohn  Wayne 

#R143-651 

#285-267 

PO  Box  5500 

PO  Box  511 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Date  of  Birth:  9/13/67 

Date  of  Birth:  3/7/61 

Ancestry:  Apache/Cherokee 

Ancestry:  Lakota 

Norris,  Matthew  Gene 

Newsome,  Charles  M 

#A225-147 

#219-573 

PO  Box  69 

PO  Box  5500 

London,  OH  43140 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/6/63 

Morris,  Michael  Lee 
#296-786 

PO  Box  511 

Columbus,  OH  43216 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 


Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Dail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640349,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : Mesa  Verde  Sacred  Land  to  Indian  Firefighters"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Aug  2000  09:46:29  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  08-02-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

To  Indian  firefighters.  Mesa  Verde  sacred  land 
By  Doe  Garner 

Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News 
7/30/2000 

CORTEZ  - Spirits  are  taking  revenge,  some  American  Indians  believe. 

Deer  and  elk  sensed  the  wrath  of  spirits  deep  in  the  Earth,  fleeing  Mesa 
Verde  National  Park  before  a wildfire  raced  through  the  heart  of  the 
nation's  largest  archaeological  preserve. 

>From  quietly  watching  and  listening  to  natural  signs,  other  Indians 
believe  the  fire  was  predestined.  They  believe  spirits  have  controlled  the 
fight  to  put  out  the  blaze,  regardless  of  firefighters ' high-tech  radios 
and  helicopters. 

"I  saw  a spirit  from  the  corner  of  my  eye,"  said  Dewey  M.  Neck,  crew 
boss  of  a team  of  Sioux  firefighters  from  the  Rosebud  Reservation  in  South 
Dakota . 

The  wraith  shimmered  in  the  heat  and  writhed  in  the  columns  of  smoke,  he 
said . 

"I  didn't  want  to  look  at  it,  but  I can  feel  the  spirits  here,"  Neck 
said.  "When  I first  came  here,  I didn't  feel  it,  but  I know  they're  here." 

Respectful,  stoic  reserve  is  the  attitude  of  many  of  the  American  Indian 
firefighters,  who  fought  the  raging  fire  for  10  days  to  near  containment 
this  weekend.  The  blaze  consumed  23,000  acres  and  came  within  a mile  and  a 
half  of  Mesa  Verde's  famous  ruins. 

When  the  ashes  cool,  federal  archaeologists  will  scour  the  charred  acres 
for  new  clues  to  the  ancient  people  who  inhabited  the  cliff  dwellings  1, 
400  year  ago. 

But  Indian  firefighters  cut  through  the  scientific  procedures.  They 
rebury  bones  and  pottery  shards  unearthed  by  the  fire  in  knowing  disregard 
of  the  Native  American  Grave  Repatriation  Act,  with  its  bureaucratic 
procedures  for  claiming  and  reinterring  remains. 

"We  gave  an  offering  to  the  four  directions  and  the  spirits.  Then  we 
reburied  the  bones,  and  we  didn't  tell  the  archaeologists,"  said  Dodger 
Chasing  Hawk,  another  firefighter  from  the  Rosebud  Reservation. 

"All  these  artifacts  should  be  left  in  the  ground,  where  they  have  been 
undisturbed  for  hundreds  of  years,"  Chasing  Hawk  said.  "They  don't  need  to 
be  sitting  in  some  museum." 

Another  Indian  perspective  is  opposition  to  President  Clinton's  recent 
creation  of  the  Canyons  of  the  Ancients  National  Monument  on  164,000  acres 
of  southwest  Colorado  that  are  rich  with  ruins. 

The  monument,  which  will  adjoin  the  Ute  Mountain  Reservation  and  the 
national  park,  will  bring  more  tourists  and  scholars  to  poke  and  excavate 
the  sacred  sites  that  should  be  left  alone,  some  Indians  say. 

"I  truly  believe  the  (Mesa  Verde)  cliff  dwellings  will  be  here  to  the 
very  end,"  said  Arthur  Cuthair,  a Ute  Mountain  tribal  leader,  who  said  his 
attitude  was  a mix  of  ancient  tribal  philosophies  and  the  Book  of 
Revelations . 

"They've  lasted  more  than  1,000  years  already,  so  why  shouldn't  they 
last  until  the  end  of  time?"  he  said. 

Some  of  the  younger  Indians  on  the  fireline  said  their  job  was  to  put 


out  the  fire,  with  the  help  of  helicopters  and  prayers. 

"I  feel  that,  being  a Native  American,  I have  to  help  preserve  the 
culture  of  the  old  ways,"  said  Robert  Johnson  III,  20,  from  the  Jicarilla 
Apache  Reservation  in  New  Mexico.  "I  built  the  best  fire  line  I could." 

Sioux  firefighter  Duane  Rouillard,  32,  said  he  begins  each  shift  with  a 
cross-cultural  prayer:  "We  ask  for  protection  for  ourselves  before  we 
fight  the  fire,  and  we  pray  that  the  ancestors  accept  us  here  and  know 
we're  here  to  help." 

"RE : Indian  Ruins  Still  Mystify"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Aug  2000  21:29:36  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Indian  ruins  still  mystify,  inspire  awe  (Fwd) 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Date:  July  29,  2000 
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Indian  ruins  still  mystify,  inspire  awe 

By  Thomas  Ropp 
The  Arizona  Republic 
July  29,  2000 

The  early  Spanish  explorers  called  it  la  casa  grande,  the  great  house. 

But  among  themselves  they  probably  also  called  it  la  casa  extra 'a,  the 
strange  house. 

Then,  as  today,  this  ancient  building  of  the  Flohokams  remains  a mystery. 
Four  stories  high  and  60  feet  long,  Casa  Grande  is  the  largest  structure 
known  to  exist  in  Hohokam  times.  It  is  believed  to  have  been  built  prior 
to  1350,  then  enigmatically  deserted  in  the  1400s. 

The  purpose  of  the  Casa  Grande  Ruins  may  never  be  known,  but 
archaeologists  believe  there  is  some  kind  of  celestial  connection.  A 
circular  hole  in  the  upper  west  wall  aligns  with  the  setting  sun  during 
the  summer  solstice.  Other  openings  also  align  with  the  sun  and  moon  at 
specific  times.  Its  four  walls  face  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the 
compass . 

"We've  been  to  ruins  all  over  the  Southwest,  and  this  one  is  definitely 
the  most  unusual,"  said  Dorothy  Mooney,  who  was  visiting  from  Fort  Worth 
with  her  husband.  Bill. 

Another  visitor,  Anna  Martinez  of  Tucson,  said  the  ruins  give  her  a 
"very  odd  feeling,"  especially  when  there  are  shadows  protruding  from  the 
building's  corners. 

"It's  almost  like  you  can  feel  the  original  owners  going  about  their 
business,"  Martinez  said. 

Don  Spencer,  superintendent  of  Casa  Grande  Ruins  National  Monument,  said 
this  is  not  an  uncommon  sentiment  among  the  more  than  170,000  visitors  a 
year. 

"People  are  also  amazed  that  this  house  is  more  than  800  years  old," 
Spencer  said.  "There  was  nothing  primitive  about  the  people  who  built  it. 

It  was  very  sophisticated.  Today  if  you  bought  a house  in  Scottsdale,  in 
20  years  it  would  be  ready  to  fall  down." 

To  preserve  the  Great  House  for  another  800  years,  a massive  steel  roof 
looms  above  it.  The  structure  protects  the  Great  House  from  hard-driving 
monsoon  rains  that  could  further  erode  the  caliche  clay  that  composes  the 
majority  of  the  ruins. 

Spencer  said  this  is  the  second  protective  structure  built  over  the 
Great  House.  The  first,  put  up  in  the  early  1900s,  was  a small  shelter 
that  barely  fit  over  the  house,  which  made  it  dark  inside. 

"It  became  a breeding  ground  for  bats,"  Spencer  said.  "So  as  visitors 
stepped  in,  bats  flew  out." 

No  es  bueno.  Not  good. 

The  current  protective  structure  was  built  in  1932  and  designed  by 
Fredrick  Law  Olmsted  Jr.,  son  of  famed  architect  Fredrick  Olmsted. 
Consequently,  the  protective  structure  as  well  as  the  ruins  is  listed  in 


the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

There  are  more  than  60  archaeological  sites  within  the  monument's  472 
acres.  There  are  mounds,  depressions,  caliche-earth  walls  and  buried  pit 
houses  throughout  the  area. 

There's  also  a Visitors  Center  where  a multimedia  presentation 
introduces  you  to  what  you're  about  to  see  around  the  site. 

One  thing  you'll  learn  is  that  the  scientific  community  has  known  about 
the  importance  of  saving  Casa  Grande  Ruins  for  a long  time.  In  1892, 
President  Benjamin  Harrison  signed  an  order  designating  the  ruins  a 
national  monument. 

It  was  the  nation's  first  archaeological  preserve. 

Reach  the  reporter  at  thomas . ropp@arizonarepublic . com  or 
(602)  444-8820 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Dance  of  the  people 

Weekend  powwows  play  huge  role  in  lives  of  many  Native  American  teens 
The  Spokesman-Review 
Duly  31,  2000 

The  hot  summer  sun  beats  down  on  your  tent.  You  can  feel  the  heat 
creeping  inside.  Dust  when  you  can't  take  it  anymore,  you  quickly  unzip 
the  tent  flap  and  roll  your  body  halfway  out,  too  tired  to  get  to  your 
feet . 

Nearly  every  summer  weekend  day  starts  the  same  for  teenagers  on  the 
powwow  trail. 

Powwows  play  a huge  role  in  the  lives  of  many  Native  American  teenagers. 
The  celebrations  happen  year-round  all  over  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
but  especially  in  the  summer.  Summer  forever  has  been  labeled  powwow 
season.  Between  Dune  and  September,  the  question  isn't:  "Is  there  a powwow 
this  weekend?"  The  question  is,  "Where  is  the  powwow  this  weekend?" 

Some  of  my  earliest  childhood  memories  are  of  going  to  powwows,  rolling 
around  in  the  dirt,  squirting  each  other  with  water  pistols,  conning  my 
aunts  and  uncles  for  money  to  buy  treats. 

Many  of  my  peers  love  rap  music.  While  I like  country,  and  even  a little 
rap,  the  songs  I hear  in  my  head  --  the  ones  I want  to  listen  to 
repeatedly  --  are  powwow  songs. 

Historically,  powwows  celebrated  a tribe's  victory  in  war  or  the  hunt. 
Now,  they  are  gatherings  that  help  us  define  who  we  are  as  Native  American 
people.  They  give  us  the  chance  to  get  together  with  our  family  and 
friends.  At  every  powwow,  you're  bound  to  meet  new  family  members  and  make 
new  friends. 

The  teens  who  attend  powwows  today  most  likely  have  grown  up  on  the 
powwow  trail.  The  powwows  help  them  learn  traditional  values  such  as 
respect,  honor  and  Native  American  pride. 

When  you  go  to  a powwow,  you're  surrounded  by  family,  whether  it's 
immediate  family  or  extended.  And  when  you  know  someone  for  a long  time, 
they  begin  to  feel  like  family.  You  soon  find  yourself  calling  them  auntie 
or  grandma,  or  you  introduce  them  as  your  cousin. 

Powwows  have  something  for  everyone.  There  are  concession  stands,  craft 
booths,  carnivals  and  rodeos.  You  walk  around,  visiting  with  family  and 
friends,  and  go  snagging  or  flirting. 

And,  of  course,  there  are  drumming,  singing  and  dance  competitions. 

There  are  men's  and  women's  traditional  dances,  the  oldest  dances.  There 
are  women's  healing  dances  and  men's  grass  dances.  There  are  women's 
jingle  dances,  where  Copenhagen  cans  or  other  pieces  of  metal  are  tied  to 
the  dancer's  dress  or  regalia  to  make  them  jingle. 

Each  tribe  has  its  own  way  of  dancing.  Dancers  are  judged  on  their 
presentation  and  performance. 


But  not  all  the  dancing  revolves  around  competition.  There  are 
intertribals  or  all-dance  events.  There's  the  round  dance,  where  you  go 
and  shake  everyone's  hand.  There  are  the  owl  dances,  where  couples  dance. 

And  those  who  want  a break  from  powwow  music  can  go  to  the  white  dance, 
a tent  where  they  play  non-native  music. 

Everyone,  whether  tribal  members  or  non-Indians,  is  welcome  to 
participate . 
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Saturday,  5 August  2000 
Bilingual  measure  certified  for  vote 
By  Arthur  H.  Rotstein 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

Arizona  voters  will  decide  this  fall  whether  to  dismantle  the  state's 
bilingual  education  program  and  require  all  public  school  instruction  to 
be  in  English. 

The  ballot  measure  - officially  certified  yesterday  as  Proposition  203  - 
was  modeled  after  California's  pioneering  1998  initiative.  It  would  place 
students  not  fluent  in  English  in  an  intensive  one-year  immersion  program. 

"We're  going  to  give  a future  to  Hispanic  children  if  voters  vote  for 
it,"  said  Maria  Mendoza,  co-chairwoman  of  English  for  the  Children-Arizona, 
which  spearheaded  the  petition  drive.  "It's  going  to  be  a different  future. 
They're  going  to  finally  learn  to  speak  English,  read  English  and  write 
English . " 

An  opponent  of  the  effort,  lawyer  and  civil  rights  activist  Isabel 
Garcia,  said  the  initiative  "would  be  a travesty  for  all  people  of  this 
state . " 

"I  think  people  are  misinformed  and  misguided  by  the  proposition,"  she 
said . 

A 1998  poll  of  720  Arizona  residents  by  Phoenix-based  Behavior  Research 
Center  for  Mendoza's  group  found  70  percent  support  for  a ballot  measure 
like  Proposition  203.  Another  22  percent  were  opposed.  The  poll  did  not 
indicate  whether  respondents  were  Hispanic. 

California's  Proposition  227  passed  with  61  percent  of  the  vote.  But 
interpretation  of  the  law  varied,  with  some  California  school  districts 
going  all-English  while  others  kept  as  much  as  40  percent  of  the  day  in 
Spanish.  Thousands  of  parents  exercised  an  option  letting  them  request 
reinstatement  of  bilingual  education.  Many  schools  did  drop  or  revise 
bilingual  programs,  however. 

Exit  polls  from  the  1998  California  vote  showed  Hispanics,  who 
represented  12  percent  of  the  voter  turnout,  opposed  it  by  nearly  2-1. 

In  Arizona,  the  latest  Department  of  Education  figures  showed  813,000 
students  in  public  schools  in  1998-99,  including  132,000  in  some  sort  of 
English-  acquisition  program.  The  department's  survey  also  found  that  200, 
000  spoke  a language  other  than  English  at  home  - 162,000  of  them  Spanish. 

Ron  Unz,  who  led  his  state's  effort  and  put  up  about  $100,000  for 
Arizona's  signature-gathering  effort,  said  bilingual  education  was 
established  by  people  with  the  best  possible  motives,  but  has  failed. 
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Group  wants  tribal  languages  taught  in  schools 


Proposal  would  let  tribes  say  who  is  qualified  to  teach 

Rob  McDonald 

c.  The  Spokesman-Review 

August  1,  2000 

As  long  as  children  learn  a language  in  school,  why  not  preserve  their 
culture  too,  says  a group  of  educators,  tribal  members  and  elders. 

The  First  Peoples  Language  Committee  of  Washington  state  wants  children 
to  have  the  option  of  learning  native  language  as  they  would  other 
languages . 

The  group  also  wants  tribes  to  have  a say  in  who  is  qualified  to  teach 
native  languages  and  seeks  to  create  a state-approved  system  to  qualify 
native  speakers  to  teach  in  schools. 

Committee  meetings  have  been  alternating  between  Eastern  and  Western 
Washington  sites  since  it  formed  in  October  with  representatives  of  18  of 
the  state's  31  tribes  in  attendance. 

Monday  afternoon,  the  group  met  at  Spokane  Falls  Community  College  to 
fine-tune  a proposal  headed  for  the  Washington  State  Education  Board  as 
early  as  fall. 

The  group  agreed  to  seek  support  from  tribal  organizations  such  as  the 
Washington  state  Governor's  Office  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Affiliated 
Tribes  of  Northwest  Indians. 

The  struggle  to  keep  the  languages  alive  has  become  more  urgent  in 
recent  years.  Tribal  members  are  concerned  because  the  elders  who  know  the 
languages  best  are  dying. 

Besides  trying  to  get  native  languages  taught  in  public  schools,  the 
committee  has  been  trying  to  establish  standards  for  how  those  languages 
will  be  taught. 

"Right  now  it's  not  consistent  from  one  school  to  the  next,"  said  Rodney 
Cawston,  chairman  at  Monday's  meeting. 

Guest  speaker  Doyce  Silverthorne,  the  education  director  for  the 
Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes,  explained  how  Montana  tribes 
united  to  ask  the  state  for  a system  to  get  fluent  speakers  into  the 
classrooms . 

Montana  has  eight  tribes  with  11  indigenous  languages,  and  the  number  of 
fluent  speakers  varies  greatly.  The  Gross  Ventre  tribe  has  five  fluent 
speakers,  while  the  Crow  Nation  has  hundreds.  They  needed  a system  that 
fit  everyone. 

"We  came  with  a unified  front  for  probably  the  first  time, " Silverthorne 
said . 

Montana  listened,  she  said,  and  formed  a system  to  get  more  fluent 
native  speakers  in  public  classrooms. 

It's  not  easy  teaching  traditional  American  Indian  languages. 

The  duty  generally  falls  on  elders  without  formal  education  backgrounds, 
Silverthorne  said. 

"Not  every  elder  is  the  best  teacher,"  she  said.  "That  is  what  we 
struggled  with." 

In  Montana,  school  superintendents  can  get  permission  to  hire  tribally 
accepted  language  teachers  who  do  not  have  degrees. 

The  First  Peoples  Language  Committee  wants  a system  where  minimal 
schooling  can  get  an  elder  in  the  classroom  to  teach  only  language  classes. 

Last  fall,  the  Wellpinit  School  on  the  Spokane  Indian  Reservation  gave 
students  the  option  of  taking  Salish  language  classes  at  the  nearby  Salish 
Kootenai  College  branch  campus. 

"One  of  the  best  language  teachers  I have  seen  is  Pauline  (Flett,  a 
Spokane  tribal  elder),"  Silverthorne  said.  "She  teaches  the  humor,  the 
laughter  of  the  community.  The  approach  is  very  holistic." 

Flett  taught  Salish  at  Eastern  Washington  University  for  several  years 
and  now  works  for  her  tribe's  language  program  at  Wellpinit. 

It  took  time  for  the  university  system  to  appreciate  the  depth  of  her 
knowledge  and  allow  her  to  teach  accredited  classes,  Silverthorne  said. 

"There  are  some  success  stories,  but  they  will  not  bring  the  language 
back,"  she  said. 

Students  spend  six  hours  a day  in  school.  Unless  the  students  hear  the 
language  at  home,  in  school  and  around  town  in  businesses,  it  won't  be 
absorbed,  Silverthorne  said. 


"It's  community  change,  not  just  language  teaching,"  she  said. 

How  and  what  should  be  taught  can  be  a touchy  subject. 

In  Montana,  a Blackfeet  language  immersion  program  raised  questions  when 
students  were  taught  a different  dialect  of  the  language  than  their 
parents  use. 

"These  are  hard  questions,"  she  said.  "These  are  the  very  soul  of  the 
community.  This  is  our  culture.  You're  telling  how  we  live  our  daily  life 
and  how  we  treat  the  world  around  us." 
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One  day  on  the  Western  Navajo,  just  East  of  the  Grand  Canyon,  at  a 
place  on  Highway  89  not  far  from  Tuba  City  there  is  a placed  called 
Gray  Mountain.  Like  any  small  place  you  have  people  stoping  to  buy  gas 
and  head  on  down  the  road. 

There  were  some  old  Navajo  men  standing  around  there  visiting  with  each 
other.  There  was  Hosteen  Acothley  from  a place  call  the  Gap  who  was 
talking  in  a small  group  of  old  men  standing  near  the  door  to  the 
store.  There,  there  was  a Yellowman  from  Coppermine,  A Bedonie  from 
Navajo  Mountain  and  old  man  Sloan  from  up  by  Marble  Canyon  way  near 
Page,  Arizona. 

They  stood  in  a group  with  worn  straw  hats  and  a Stetson  with  a silver 
band . 

Hosteen  Yellowman  said.  Way  over  by  Skeleton  Mesa,  one  of  those 
Blackhair  boys  came  home  maybe  two  or  three  weeks  ago  they  say... one  of 
Johnny  Blackhair's  boys... 

Acothley  said.  Yes  I head  about  that  boy,  what  was  he  called? 

Old  Man  Sloan,  Johnny  Blackhair,  the  one  called  Curly  Toes  from  Shonto, 
his  son . . . 

Yes,  that's  the  one.  His  son  came  home  from  California,  brought  a white 
girl  from  over  there.  There  was  a Sing  over  near  there,  by  Kaibeto  a 
little  ways  from  there... 

When  was  this? 

Probably  a few  days  ago,  maybe  two  three  weeks  ago,  I guess. 

This  woman  came  with  big  hair,  it  looked  white,  blonde  they  say  in  a 
big  car  with  big  wheels  and  sat  there  they  say.  She  never  been  to  the 
place  before,  just  sat  there  while  he  went  in  and  visited. 

After  a while  the  people  there  said  to  him.  Why  don't  you  go  get  her 
and  bring  her  in  so  we  can  talk  to  her. 

He  said,  she  has  never  been  here  before,  she  doesn't  know  what  to  think 
of  the  place. 

Go  get  her,  and  so  the  women  followed  him  out  there  to  the  big  car  and 
spoke  to  her  and  she  got  out... 

Someone  cleared  a place  in  the  Chaoh-shade  house  for  her  and  brought 
some  stew  and  frybread.  Her  clothes  were  bright  colored  they  say, 
yellow  with  pink  pants,  some  said  she  looked  like  the  colors  of  dawn... 

She  sat  down  and  ate  the  food,  and  then  after  a while  she  went  out  of 
the  Chaoh  and  the  women  didn't  see  her  for  a long  time. 

Someone  said  where  did  she  go... taking  a look  outside  she  was  not  in 
the  car  and  was  not  in  the  crowd  looking  around. 

What  happened  to  her? 

There  was  a goat,  one  of  those  kind  that  likes  to  run  off,  so  it  was 
kept  around  the  house.  It  was  a billy  goat  with  small  horns.  It 
followed  the  old  lady  around... 

What  about  the  white  woman? 

She  went  to  the  outhouse  someone  said  and  didn't  come  out.  She  was  in 


there  for  a long  time,  it  sat  in  the  cedar  trees  a little  ways  away. 

Some  would  look  at  it  and  see  that  someone  was  in  there,  so  they  didn't 
bother  them. 

After  a long  time,  someone  said  what  is  wrong  with  her,  how  come  she  is 
staying  there  a long  time?  You  better  go  and  find  out  what  is  wrong 
with  her . . . 

Curly  Toes  son,  went  over  there  and  stood  by  the  door,  and  spoke  to  her 
to  find  out  what  is  wrong,  they  said. 

She  was  in  there,  and  she  was  afraid  to  come  out  they  say. 

Why? 

That  one,  the  old  goat  saw  that  woman  with  the  big  hair  when  she  got 
out  of  the  car  and  had  never  seen  anything  like  that  before  I guess,  a 
woman  with  hair  all  puffed  up  and  white,  blonde  they  say  and  dressed 
like  the  colors  of  dawn.  That  goat  sat  there  and  watched  her  eat  they 
say... when  she  was  done... it  followed  her  to  the  outhouse,  some  say... 

That  goat  chased  her  inside  and  banged  his  head  against  the  door... when 
she  was  inside,  some  say.  She  sat  in  there  and  after  a while  every  time 
the  door  opened  the  goat  would  run  up  and  ram  the  door  they  say... she 
sat  there  for  a long  time  and  the  goat  guarded  that  door  they  say... 

She  was  in  there  for  a long  time... some  say  maybe  three  or  four 
songs.... an  hour  maybe  two  some  say... 

The  people  thought  she  must  be  sick  or  have  stomach  trouble. . .and  after 
a while  they  made  him.  Curly  Toes' son  go  check  on  her. 

She  finally  came  out  they  say  and  went  back  to  the  big  car  and  wouldn't 
get  out  they  say  and  then  she  left  with  him  they  say.... 

The  old  men  stood  there  listening  to  this  talk,  there  by  Gray  Mountain 
Store.  Their  wrinkled  faces  seeing  this  as  spoke  about  this  Sing. . .they 
stood  there  listening  to  Old  Man  Acothley  saying  this  to  them. 

What  happened  then?  they  asked  him.  He  leaned  against  the  wall  and 
gazed  to  the  East  and  with  his  lips  pointed  over  to  the  front  of  the 
store,  where  a woman  was  coming  out  of  the  place,  a white  woman  with 
big  hair.  Old  Man  Acothley  said,  there  she  goes  walking  right  there... 

The  group  of  old  men  turned  and  looked  toward  the  gas  pumps  and  could 
see  her  walking  just  over  there. 

What  is  she  called,  they  said. 

Asdzaa  Tliizhi'-  the  Goat  Woman... and  they  laughed. 

rustywire 

www . geocities . com/ rustywire 
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justice 

justice 

is  never  long-lived  in 
indian  country 
forgotten  bodies 
on  forgotten  highways 
bruises  that  fade 
from  cruisers  doors 
names 

incarcerated 
forgotten  dreams 
stolen  past 
and  stolen  futures 
welfare 

social  security 
checks 


litter 

broken  bottled 
smoke  riddled 
visions 

in  faded  denim 
drab 

commodities 
that  guarantee 
short-shelved  lives 
justice  blowing  east 
on  a wind 
that  is  stamped 
u . s . a . 

nokwisa  c.  1998 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  7 August  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  20-26 

AUKAKE 
August 
Mahoe  Mua 
20 

Sculpting  molten  lava  is  an  act  of  devotion  only  a few  artists  can 
perform. 

21 

Nature  can  provide  healing  for  many  ills. 

22 

Deep  forest  of  the  ancient  days  --  sustain  my  spirit. 

23 

There  are  many  diverse  traditions  in  this  land. 

24 

My  dreams  are  shaped  in  the  ever-changing  clouds. 

25 

Love  is  a golden  bird  singing  in  a green  valley. 

26 

For  the  patient  spirit,  life  holds  many  rewards. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Exhibit  Announcement"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Aug  2000  22:18:23  -0700 
From:  Ableza  Institute  <ableza(3ableza . org> 

Sub j : Exhibit  Announcement 

"Truth  and  Lies,"  a new  exhibit  of  multicultural  artists,  will  open 
Friday,  August  11th  at  the  Triton  Museum  of  Art  in  Santa  Clara,  CA.  Each 
artist  exposes  the  truths  about-and-behind  lies  which  have  been 
perpetuated  for  generations. 

Featured  Native  American  Artists  are: 

George  Longfish  (Seneca/Tuscarora)  - mixed  media  on  canvas;  large  scale 
Sandy  Osawa  (Spokane)  - "On  & Off  the  Rez"  documentary  profiling  Charlie  Hill 
Rabbett  Strickland  (Ojibwe)  - oils  on  canvas;  large  scale 
David  Yohn  - multimedia/video  installation 

Diane  Way  - computer  rendered  photography  and  art,  and  projected  images 


Please  join  us  in  support  of  this  exciting  and  courageous  exhibit: 
Reception  Tuesday,  August  15,  6:00  - 8:00  pm 
Exhibit  run:  August  11  - October  15,  2000 

Triton  Museum  of  Art 
1505  Warburton  Avenue 
Santa  Clara,  CA 
(408)  247-3754 

Museum  hours:  Tuesday,  10:00  am  - 9:00  pm 

Wednesday  - Sunday,  10:00  am  - 5:00  pm 

++++++++++++++ 

Ableza  Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute 
1279  Mildred  Ave. 

San  lose,  CA  95125 
http://www.ableza.org 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  13  August  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 


Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 
Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
August 

20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.Cj  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 


Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Him  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 

Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 

Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
John  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 

For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

3r . Girl ' s Cloth 
3r.  Boys  Straight 
3r.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader  Children 
Jennifer  Lunsford 

Shell  Shaker 
Coordinator  Contests  Jay 

Blalock 
Coordinator 


Sunday  Morning 
s Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Horseshoe 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


September  2 & 3,  2000 

11th  Annual  Running  Water  Powwow 

Cherokee  Homecoming  & Ripe  Corn  Festival 

Ridge  Ferry  Park 

Rome  Georgia 

$4,000  competition  dancing 
Headman:  Bullet  Standingdeer 
Headlady:  Laretta  Weaver 
Host  Drum:  Bird  Choppers  Bird  Family 
MC:  Rick  Bird 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Frank  Blair  706  232  1714 


September  16  & 17,  2000 
Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival 

Part  of  the  Annual  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride 

Headman:  Randy  Woodley 

Headlady:  Alaura  Pyle 

Host  Drum:  White  Horse 

MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 

Contact:  Mayor  Sharon  Baron  256  764  3237 

TOT  Coordinator:  Chief  Perry  White  205  672  0361 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 
Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 
Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Jerry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 


Pow  Wow.  Oven  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc . edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Jasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Jackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Jennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Jun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Joyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Sub j : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 


September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 

32nd  Mid-American  All  Indian  Center  Pow-wow 
Wichita,  Kansas 
Duly  28,29,30/2000 
316-821-9997 

Global  Peace  Walks  scheduled  for  other  major  areas  in  US. 
St.  Louis  August  15,  2000 

United  Nations  - New  York  - October  24,  2000 
Washington,  D.C.  - October  9,  2000 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Sat,  01  Dul  2000  09:04:39  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Mid-Summer/Early  Fall  Pow  Wow  listings 

Events  of  Native  American  Interest 

-Summer  & Early  Fall,  2000- 

Abbreviations:  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host  Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern 
Drum,  InD  - Invited  Drum(s),  HM  - Head  Man  Dancer,  HL  - Head  Lady  Dancer,  HG 
- Head  Gourd  Dancer,  HGS  - Head  Gourd  Singer,  GS  - Gourd  Society,  HS  - Head 
Singer,  HH  - Host  Hotel/Motel,  AD  - Arena  Director,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor  Guard,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story 
Teller,  FP  - Featured  Performer/artist , HV  - Head  Veteran;  GO  - Gates  Open, 

GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand  Entry.  A small  "c"  at  the  beginning  of  an 
abbreviation  stands  for  "co-";  such  as  cHD  = Co-Host  Drum,  cMC  = Co-Emcee. 

-Note:  some  of  these  listings  may  have  appeared  before,  but  many  of  them  are 
being  listed  for  the  first  time.- 

*Note  II:  some  events  are  not  strictly  Native  American  in  origin,  but  still 
hold  enough  appeal  to  be  included  in  these  pages.  Such  events  may  include 
genealogical  seminars,  alternative  medicine  festivals,  or  other  events. 

These  will  be  listed  with  a star  (*),  unless  they  are  part  of  a Native 
festival  or  occur  on  a reservation.* 

Aug.  11-13:  Annual  IICOT  Pow  Wow,  inside  the  air-conditioned  Expo  Building 
at  the  Tulsa  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info:  (918)  836-1523. 

Aug.  11-13:  Thunderbird  Society  American  Indian  Days  Pow  Wow,  at  the 
fairgrounds,  Vandalia,  MO.  Traders  by  invitation  only.  All  dogs  must  be  on 
leash.  Day  money  paid  out  for  each  Grand  Entry  - to  be  paid  out  on  Sunday. 
Info:  Penny  Cearley  (573)  581-1777,  ext.  527. 

Aug.  18-20:  Clear  Creek  Pow  Wow,  at  Nevada,  MO.  Turn  right  on  Hwy.  K,  left 
at  the  water  tower,  then  follow  the  signs.  Info:  Ed  Woodington,  Route  1, 

Milo,  MO  64767  or  call  (417)  944-2745. 

Aug.  19-20:  Nansemond  Indian  Tribal  Festival,  at  Lone  Star  Lakes  Lodge, 
Chuckatuck,  VA.  Free  admission  & free  parking.  GE:  12:00  noon,  dancing  til 
6:00pm.  Info:  Chief  Earl  Bass  (757)  393-1637  or  Debbie  Smith  (757)  421-3160, 
or  e-mail:  20Nansemond@NativeLand.com,  or  write:  Nansemond  Tribal 
Association,  PO  Box  2095,  Portsmouth,  VA  23702-2095. 

Aug.  24-27:  124th  Annual  Ponca  Pow  Wow,  Ponca  City,  OK.  Info:  (580) 

762-8104. 

Aug.  26:  Bishigendan  Akii  (Respect  the  Earth)  American  Indian  Festival,  Town 
Point  Park,  Norfolk,  VA.  Info:  Biah  Seminole  (757)  425-7992  or  Festevents 
(757)  441-2345. 

Sept.  1-3:  Ottawa  Tribal  Celebration  & Pow  Wow,  at  Adawe  Park,  5 miles  east 
of  Miami,  OK.  Info:  (918)  540-1536. 

Sept.  1-3:  Wolf song  Heal  the  People  Pow  Wow,  at  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  HM:  Hawk  Laughing;  HL:  Regina  Laughing;  MC:  David 
Midthunder;  AD:  Randy  Eggers;  HV:  Dim  Pennell;  HD:  Red  Willow  Creek;  Guest 
Drum:  Eagle  Nation  Singers;  FP:  Lone  Fish;  ST:  David  Midthunder  & David 
Whitewolf  Trezak.  Feast  & Trade  Blanket  on  Saturday  night.  Friday  is 
Children's  Day.  A donation  from  the  proceeds  will  be  made  to  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Fund.  Info:  Little  Wolf  (270)  749-9024. 


Sept.  1-3:  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Pow  Wow,  at 
Lake  Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Hours:  Friday,  5pm-10pm;  Saturday  & Sunday, 
lpm-10pm.  There  will  be  Gourd  Dancing  at  this  event.  Info:  Mike  Ballard 
(785)  272-5489  or  e-mail:  cmballard@aol.com. 

Sept.  1-4:  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival,  at  the  Choctaw  Nation  Capitol 
Grounds,  Tuskahoma,  OK.  There  will  be  Choctaw  Indian  Village,  a Civil  War 
re-enactment.  Traditional  Singing,  historical  dramas,  Choctaw  crafts,  food 
and  folklore.  Special  entertainment  featuring:  Loretta  Lynn,  David  Frizzell, 
Janie  Fricke,  Diamond  Rio,  and  others.  Info:  (800)  522-6170. 

Sept.  2-3:  11th  Annual  Running  Waters  Pow  Wow,  at  Ridge  Ferry  Park,  in  Rome, 
GA.  MC:  Richard  Bird;  HM:  Bullet  Standingdeer;  HL:  Laretta  Weaver;  HD:  Bird 
Chopper;  AD:  Jamie  Pheasant;  ST:  Fred  Bradley;  WS:  Native  American  Warrior 
Society  & Honor  Guard;  FP:  Sara  Bird;  GO:  10:00am  each  day;  GC:  10pm 
Saturday,  6pm  Sunday;  GE:  Saturday  at  1:00pm  & 7:00pm,  Sunday  at  at  1:00pm; 
Admission:  Adults  - $5.00,  Senior  Citizens  & Teens  (13-17)  - $3.00,  12  & 
under  - free.  Info:  Native  American  Preservation  Association  of  Georgia, 

Inc.,  PO  Box  565,  Rome,  GA  30162-0565  or  phone:  Frank  Blair  (706)  232-1714, 
or  fmblair@aol.com. 

Sept.  8-10:  Moberly  Pow  Wow,  at  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  HD:  Buffalo 
Spirit.  Info:  Harold  Carlson  (660)  263-3009. 

Sept.  9-10:  Trail  of  Tears  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Trail  of  Tears 
Commemorative  Park,  Hopkinsville,  KY.  Info:  (270)  886-8034. 

Sept.  9-10:  Indian  Springs  Native  American  Festival,  at  Indian  Springs 
Hotel,  Hwy.  42,  Indian  Springs,  GA.  cHM:  Frank  Hall  & Jerry  Denton;  HL:  Jaye 
McKoy;  HD:  Buffalo  Heart.  Admission:  Adults  - $3.00,  Ages  8-16  - $1.50, 

Linder  8 - Free.  Accepting  applications  for  up  to  15  vendors.  Vendor  fee  is 
$75.00.  Info:  Mrs.  Deryle  Lamb  (770)  775-6734  or  e-mail:  derylel@juno.com. 

Sept.  15-17:  Indian  Summer  Festival  Pow  Wow,  at  Bartlesville  Community 
Center,  Bartlesville,  OK.  Arts,  crafts,  storytelling,  cultural 
demonstrations,  juried  art  show,  & more.  Info:  (918)  337-2787. 

Sept.  15-17:  Guilford  Native  American  Association  Pow  Wow  & Cultural 
Festival,  at  Greensboro  Country  Park,  Greensboro,  NC.  MC:  Keith  Colston;  HM: 
Ray  Sylva;  HL:  Brenda  Sylva;  AD:  Ray  Jacobs;  HD:  A wo  ha  li;  Head  Judge: 
Archie  Lynch.  Info:  (336)  273-8686. 

Sept.  15-17:  Eastern  Shawnee  Pow  Wow,  West  Seneca,  OK.  Take  Hwy.  60  from 
Seneca,  MO,  and  go  left  on  Oneida  Street.  Info:  (800)  957-2435. 

Please  note:  most  of  you  who  receive  these  mailings  are  already  familiar 
with  pow  wow  etiquette,  but  for  those  of  you  who  aren't,  keep  the  following 
rules  in  mind:  weopons,  drugs,  alcohol  or  bad  attitudes  are  not  welcome  at 
these  events;  do  not  touch  anyone's  regalia  or  other  possesions  without 
their  permission;  do  not  take  pictures  without  first  asking  permission; 
listen  to  the  emcee  to  find  out  when  it's  okay  to  enter  the  arena  or  take 
photos.  When  in  doubt,  just  ask. 

# I apologize  for  any  omissions.  Sometimes,  in  the  length  of  time  between 
composing  these  newsletters  there  may  be  an  event  that  comes  & goes  before  I 
get  around  to  doing  an  update;  and  occasionally  I may  lose  a listing;  but  I 
haven't  purposefully  left  any  event  unlisted.  # 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  If  you  have  additional  listings  or 
corrections,  please  send  them  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  list  is  sent  out  free  of  charge  to  those  requesting  to  be  put  on 
Wanige's  Events  mailing  list.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  & share  the  list 
with  your  friends.  If  you  wish  to  have  your  name  added  or  deleted  from  the 
mailing  list,  send  your  request  to:  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

"RE : Indian  Radio  Show  Creates  Circle"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Aug  2000  11:46:24  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  08-05-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Indian  Radio  Show  Creates  Circle 
c.  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
August  03,  2000 


ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (AP)  --  Harlan  McKosato  sits  at  his  computer  hammering 
out  his  radio  talk  show  script.  It's  one  hour  before  "Native  America 
Calling"  and  his  energetic  voice  greet  the  nation. 

The  day's  topic  is  blood  quantum  --  how  much  American  Indian  ancestry  a 
person  has  --  and  how  it's  determined.  "We  always  get  a lot  of  calls  with 
this  one,"  he  says. 

When  the  show  hits  the  airwaves,  the  switchboard  lights  up  with  callers 
across  the  country  ready  to  debate  whether  it's  fair  for  the  government  to 
calculate  the  degree  of  Indian  blood  in  a person.  The  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  is  considering  such  a policy  to  determine  eligibility  for  federal 
assistance  programs. 

"Who  are  they  to  decide  who's  Indian  and  who  isn't?  That  should  be  left 
up  to  the  tribe,"  says  Loretta,  a caller  from  Standing  Rock,  S.D. 

After  five  years  on  the  air,  "Native  America  Calling"  bills  itself  as 
the  nation's  longest-running  talk  show  that  focuses  on  American  Indian 
issues.  Some  125,000  listeners  tune  in  every  week  on  36  radio  stations  and 
Web  simulcasts,  according  to  the  show's  distributor,  American  Indian  Radio 
on  Satellite. 

The  show's  goal  is  to  expand  the  ancient  Indian  tradition  of 
communicating  as  equals  known  as  the  talking  circle. 

Generations  of  tribal  members  have  used  talking  circles  in  leadership 
discussions  and  storytelling.  The  circle  allows  each  participant  to  see 
the  others'  faces  and  speak  in  turn  as  a stick  or  feather  is  passed  from 
hand  to  hand. 

While  the  faces  aren't  visible  over  the  radio  or  the  Internet, 
everyone's  voice  is  equal,  said  McKosato,  a member  of  the  Sac  and  Fox 
tribes . 

"We  come  from  a very  strong  oral  tradition.  We  need  to  keep  with  that 
strength,"  said  Bernadette  Chato,  who  produces  a weekly  health  show  for 
Native  America  Calling  from  Anchorage,  Alaska.  "So  many  Indian  traditions 
have  been  pushed  aside  with  the  tribal  governments." 

The  Monday-through-Friday  talk  show  has  created  a forum  for  Indians  to 
speak  out  on  issues  that  are  not  addressed  on  or  off  the  reservations, 
Chato  said. 

"With  the  show,  we  get  our  concerns  out  and  the  people  on  the  outside 
know  what's  going  on,"  said  listener  loAnn  Tall,  a member  of  the  Oglala 
Lakota  nation  from  Porcupine,  S.D. 

During  the  segment  on  blood  quantum,  Daniel,  a part  Cherokee  listener  in 
Anchorage,  says  he  fears  he  won't  have  access  to  services  such  as  health 
care.  In  1838,  his  ancestors  escaped  from  the  Trail  of  Tears  --  the 
infamous  forced  relocation  of  thousands  of  Cherokees  to  Oklahoma.  His 
ancestors  ended  up  settling  in  Missouri,  but  since  they  weren't  in 
Oklahoma  to  be  federally  registered,  they  lost  their  status  as  Cherokees. 

"I  can't  be  recognized  as  Cherokee  even  though  I can  prove  my 
grandparents  were  full-bloods,"  Daniel  says.  "I'm  kind  of  hung  out  in 
limbo,  I don't  exist." 

"Whoa,  that's  a new  one  to  me,"  McKosato  responds. 

McKosato 's  topics  range  from  the  differences  between  southern  and 
northern  drumming  to  U.S.  politics.  Last  week,  the  show  touched  on 
interpreting  scientific  phenomena  through  native  languages,  a book-of-the- 
month  discussion  on  the  loss  of  Salmon  runs,  heart  disease,  and  the  Los 
Alamos  nuclear  laboratory. 

The  programs  are  supported  by  the  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting, 
listener  donations  and  private  foundations. 

John  GrofsVenor,  a Cherokee  who  connects  to  the  show  almost  every  day 
from  his  home  computer  in  Nespelem,  Wash.,  said  Native  America  Calling 
takes  a balanced  approach  as  it  digs  into  issues  that  affect  the  lives  of 
Indians . 

"They  talk  about  issues  like  tribal  sovereignty  and  things  that  the  main 
media  does  not  address,"  the  62-year-old  listener  said.  The  mainstream 
media  "either  ignore  Indian  problems  or  else  they  don't  want  to  address 
them. " 

Indians  make  up  around  1 percent  of  the  American  population,  with  2.4 
million  people. 

McKosato  said  he  hopes  his  show  will  encourage  Indians  to  empower 


themselves  and  challenge  their  own  beliefs. 

"Native  American  people  over  the  past  few  generations  have  become  very 
dependent  on  the  government/'  McKosato  said.  "To  become  independent 
nations,  they  have  to  make  decisions  for  themselves.  They  need  to  base 
those  decisions  on  the  same  values  as  their  ancestors  did." 

Regular  listener  Charles  Fast  Horse,  an  Oglala  Sioux  Indian  from  Rapid 
City,  S.D.,  explained  the  impact  of  the  show  in  traditional  terms. 

"It  sends  the  smoke  signals  that  our  grandfathers  communicated  with,"  he 
said.  "We  want  to  hear  issues  that  not  only  concern  our  people  but  others 
all  around." 

On  the  Net: 

Native  America  Calling:  http://www.nativecalling.org 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Aug  2000  11:37:11  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub  j : NAC  Topics  + Language  + AIROS  in  the  News  + Littlebird  on  New  Letters 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Aug  14-18 

2)  Language,  Giving  Voice  to  Our  Culture 

3)  Larry  Littlebird  on  New  Letters 

4)  NAC  in  the  News  - Did  you  see  the  article? 

5)  Voices  from  the  Circle  in  the  News 

6)  Earthsongs  spotlighted  by  CPB 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Aug  14-18 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 8/14:  The  Democratic  National  Convention: 

Thousands  of  people,  including  nearly  one  hundred  Native  American 
delegates,  are  in  Los  Angeles  for  the  opening  of  the  Democratic  National 
Convention.  What  does  the  Democratic  platform  have  to  offer  Native  America? 
And  why  do  80  percent  of  Indian  people  vote  for  the  Democratic  ticket?  loin 
us  for  live  coverage  from  the  Democratic  National  Convention.  Guests 
include  Sue  Masten,  President  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians. 
TUE  - 8/15:  Wildfires  of  the  West: 

In  many  states  across  the  western  half  of  the  country  fires  are  blazing  out 
of  control.  Experts  are  saying  that  this  year's  fires  have  burned  more 
acreage  than  in  any  other  year  in  recent  memory.  And  the  most  intense  part 
of  the  annual  fire  season  is  yet  to  come.  What  are  the  factors  that  are 
causing  these  deadly  infernos?  And  do  we  have  the  manpower  and  the 
willpower  to  fight  these  Wildfires  of  the  West?  Guests  include  Darren  Kipp 
of  the  Blackfeet  Nation,  producer  of  the  documentary  Fire  Warriors. 

WED  - 8/16:  The  Search  for  Extraterrestrial  Intelligence: 

The  search  is  on  for  extraterrestrial  life!  Actually,  the  federal 
government  has  been  looking  for  ET's  for  several  decades.  But  now  the  SETI 
institute  is  ready  to  construct  a new  telescope  array  to  expand  our  search. 

Is  there  extraterrestrial  life  out  in  the  universe?  Do  we  have  evidence  now 
that  we've  been  visited?  Guests  include  Seth  Shostak,  senior  researcher  for 
the  SETI  Institute. 

THU  - 8/17:  Little  Red  Lies: 

The  truth  shall  set  you  free!  Do  you  realize  that  the  lies  you  tell  have  a 
direct  affect  on  your  body's  stress  level?  More  and  more  medical  evidence 
is  showing  the  more  you  tell  the  truth,  the  healthier  you  are.  When  you  are 
less  than  forthright,  anxiety  goes  up.  How  can  we  avoid  telling  big  lies 
and  even  little  white  lies  or  in  regards  to  Native  America  little  red  lies? 
Scheduled  guest  is  Brad  Blanton,  author  of  a new  book  called  Radical  Honesty. 
FRI  - 8/18:  Smoking: 

Do  smokers  get  a second  chance?  According  to  a recent  study,  smokers  can 
decrease  their  chances  of  getting  lung  cancer  if  they  quit  smoking  by  the 
age  of  35.  In  today's  world  of  anti-smoking  messages,  people  often  forget 
that  it's  never  too  late  to  kick  the  cigarette  habit.  What  are  the  most 


effective  programs  for  smoking  cessation?  And  what  programs  can  smokers 
take  advantage  of  in  order  to  reduce  their  risks  for  heart  disease  and  lung 
cancer?  loin  us  as  we  talk  about  cigarettes,  second  chances,  and  improving 
your  odds  for  a longer  life 

2)  Language,  Giving  Voice  to  Our  Culture 

This  week  on  California  Indian  Radio  Project.  As  a region,  California 
boasts  the  widest  variety  of  Native  languages  of  any  comparable  place  on 
earth.  Today  most  are  reduced  to  only  a few  aged  speakers.  But  many  Native 
communities  are  working  to  ensure  that  their  languages  don't  die  with  their 
elders . 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

3)  Larry  Littlebird  on  New  Letters 

In  this  edition  of  New  Letters  on  the  Air,  Larry  Littlebird  talks  about  the 
importance  of  stories  in  Native  American  life  and  relates  the  tale  of  a 
hunting  ritual. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

"New  Letters  on  the  Air"  runs  the  following  times 

Wednesdays  7:30pm 

Thursdays  1:30am,  7:30am 

Fridays  10:30am,  4:30pm,  10:30pm 

Saturdays  4:30am,  2:30pm 

Sundays  3:30am,  2:30pm 

Mondays  3:30am 

4)  NAC  in  the  News  - Did  you  see  the  article? 

Recently,  Andres  Ybarra  at  the  Associated  Press  (AP)  did  a story  on  Native 
America  Calling,  which  was  picked  up  the  first  week  of  August  by  several 
newspapers  and  news  media  sites. 

Some  of  these  include:  CNN.com,  Washington  Post,  Seattle  Times,  Albuquerque 
Tribune,  Eugene  Register  Guard,  Arizona  Republic,  Bemidji  Pioneer,  Columbus 
Dispatch,  Daily  Oklahoman,  Indianapolis  Star,  Lehigh  Valley  Morning  Call, 
Lincoln  Journal  Star,  Omaha  World  Herald,  Richmond  Times-Dispatch 
WE  WANT  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU:  The  best  way  to  find  out  which  newspapers  picked 
up  the  story  is  through  word  of  mouth.  Several  of  the  sources  listed  above 
were  brought  to  our  attention  by  online  viewers  and  listeners.  So  if  you 
have  seen  the  story  on  NAC  in  your  local  paper,  drop  us  a line  at 
airos@unl.edu  If  your  local  paper  hasn't  carried  the  story  yet,  ask  them 
why  not. 

If  you  want  to  read  the  article  go  to 

http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/08/03/indian.radio.ap/index.html 

5)  Voices  from  the  Circle  in  the  News 

Since  Voices  from  the  Circle's  debut  in  Chicago  it  has  caused  a buzz  in  the 
community,  so  much  so  that  an  article  was  written  about  it  in  the  Chicago 
Tribune. 

If  you  want  to  read  the  article  go  to 

http: //chicagotribune. com/news /metro/ lake/article/0, 2669, SAV- 0008090380, FF . h 
tml 


6)  Earthsongs  spotlighted  by  CPB 
And  the  mainstream  exposure  just  keeps  on  coming. . . . 

Every  month  the  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting  (CPB)  picks  programs 
that  it  feels  have  furthered  its  mission  of  providing  "programs  and 
services  which  inform,  enlighten  and  enrich  the  public".  Earthsongs  has 
been  picked  as  one  of  these  programs. 

If  you  want  to  read  more  go  to 

http://www.cpb.org/program/radio/listen/year/1998/earthsongs.html  or  go  to 
the  main  site  at  www.cpb.org 

And  if  you  want  to  thank  CPB  for  funding  great  Native  American  programs 
like  Earthsongs,  Native  America  Calling,  Oyate  Ta  Olowan,  the  California 
Indian  Radio  Project,  Club  Red  and  the  list  goes  on  and  on;  you  can  e-mail 
them  at  comments@cpb.org 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

Coming  August  19th  "Native  Roots  and  Rhthyms  2000  LIVE  from  Albuquerque" 

...  listen  online  at  airos.org/audio.html  or  contact  your  local  public, 
community,  tribal  or  low-powered  fm  radio  station  and  tell  them  to  carry  it 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

John  D Berry,  Gary  Smith,  Rudy  lames,  Chris  Milda,  Ion  Griswold,  KOLA  HQ, 
Marsha  Monestersky,  Debbie  Sanders,  Mike  Wicks,  Arthur  1.  Miller, 
Northwest  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Network,  lanet  Smith,  Nokwisa  Yona, 
lohnnie  Rustywire,  David  Yohn  and  Diane  Way/Ableza  Institute,  Eric  Martin 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Aug  23  02:43:15  2000 
Date:  Tue,  22  Aug  2000  17:40:53  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.035 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  KOLA  Newslist,  Triballaw,  Paths-L 
& Red  Road  Newsletter  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http : //www . az star net . com/public/ dnews/000729yaquis . html 
http: //www. a rgus leader . com/news/Sat urdayfeature. shtml 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"You  do  not  have  the  ability  to  see  that  the  conviction  of  an  AIM 
activist  helps  to  cover  up  what  the  government's  own  evidence  showed 
— that  a large  number  of  Indian  people  was  engaged  in  that  firefight 
on  Dune  26,  1975.  You  do  not  have  the  ability  to  see  that  the 
government  must  suppress  the  fact  that  there  is  a growing  anger  among 
Indian  people  and  that  Native  Americans  will  resist  any  further 
encroachments  by  the  military  forces  of  the  capitalistic  Americans, 
which  is  evidenced  by  the  large  number  of  Pine  Ridge  residents  who 
took  up  arms  ...  to  defend  themselves." 

Leonard  Peltier,  Ojibwa-Lakota 

(fourth  point,  pre-sentencing  statement,  1 Dune  1977) 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


Become  a cultural  warrior.  Help  save  the  one  part  of  your  People  only 
you  can. 

There  are  language  restoration  efforts  throughout  Indian  Country.  If 
you  can  enroll  in  a class  - do!  Better  yet,  get  a child  enrolled  while 
the  ear  and  tongue  still  act  as  one.  No  adult  adapts  to  a second  language 
like  a child  does.  Our  minds  get  in  the  way  of  our  hearts. 


My  account  with  CRL  is  closed,  killed  when  AppliedTheory  acquired  CRL. 
Earthlink  is  killing  my  Netcom  account.  I hope  to  have  a new  permanent 
email  host  soon;  but  be  aware  these  accounts  are  all  but  history. 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews . org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@wolf star . com 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30417,  U.S.A. 

===w=w==  Fax:  770-528-9643 
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American  Indians  Want  Memorial  to  Commemorate 
Colorado's  Killing  Field 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
August  6,  2000 

CHIVINGTON,  Colo.  --  In  one  of  history's  small  ironies,  the  Quaker  churc 
in  this  high-plains  hamlet  bears  the  name  of  Col.  lohn  Chivington,  known 
during  the  Civil  War  as  "The  Fighting  Parson." 

Chivington,  hoping  to  boost  a congressional  bid,  led  an  unprovoked, 
early-morning  raid  Nov.  29,  1864,  on  an  American  Indian  village  about  10 
miles  north  of  here,  killing  more  than  150  Cheyennes  and  Arapahos,  mostly 
women,  children  and  elderly  men. 

To  Indians  it  is  the  My  Lai  of  the  19th  century,  a bloody  battle  that 
most  Americans  have  never  heard  of,  yet  some  historians  have  heralded  as 
one  of  the  decisive  events  in  Western  history. 

Yet,  there  is  no  sign  hinting  of  the  massacre  on  the  banks  of  Big  Sand 
Creek  amid  gently  rolling,  yucca-dotted  hills  about  160  miles  southeast  of 
Denver. 

Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  has  introduced  legislation  to 
officially  designate  the  site,  but  it  could  be  years  before  it  is  done. 

Steve  Brady,  president  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Descendants  of  Sand 
Creek,  called  the  lack  of  official  recognition  a disgrace. 

"More  than  135  years  later,  they're  still  fumbling  around  trying  to 
decide  what  to  do  about  Sand  Creek,"  he  said.  "The  remains  of  my  people 
are  scattered  over  that  area.  The  killing  fields  of  Colorado  must  be 
preserved . " 

Laird  Cometsevah,  president  of  Southern  Cheyenne  Descendants  of  Sand 
Creek,  said:  "This  tragedy  affected  every  Cheyenne  clan.  A memorial  would 
leave  an  everlasting  memory  and  show  that  it  should  never  happen  again  to 
any  certain  tribe  or  even  the  non-Indian." 

At  the  time  of  the  raid,  a panic  was  moving  among  settlers  and  Union 
supporters  who  were  fearful  Confederate  soldiers  might  use  Indians  as 
surrogates.  The  scalps  of  a settler  and  his  family  killed  near  Denver  were 
put  on  display  to  fan  sentiment  against  the  Indians. 

Settlers  also  made  fun  of  Chivington 's  3rd  Colorado  Cavalry,  calling  its 
members  "the  bloodless  3rd"  because  none  had  fought  Indians. 

The  Cheyenne  band  of  about  700  had  sought  peace,  camping  at  the  Sand 


Creek  site  designated  by  the  Army. 

When  Chivington  and  his  force  of  nearly  1,000  began  the  attack,  senior 
Cheyenne  Chief  Black  Kettle  waved  a U.S.  flag  to  signify  his  band's 
peaceful  intent,  but  he  had  to  flee  for  his  life. 

Nearly  all  the  Cheyenne  chiefs  who  favored  peace  were  killed  --  White 
Antelope,  One  Eye,  Yellow  Wolf,  Big  Man,  Bear  Man,  War  Bonnet,  Spotted 
Crow,  Bear  Robe  and  Little  Robe.  Left  Hand,  the  Arapaho  chief  who  led  a 
small  band  camped  with  the  Cheyennes,  also  died. 

"The  Army  didn't  know  the  difference  between  the  tribes.  Chivington 
wanted  to  go  to  Congress  and  he  knew  Americans  rewarded  the  war  heroes," 
said  Colorado  state  historian  David  Halaas. 

Chivington  felt  no  remorse.  "I  have  come  to  kill  Indians,  and  I believe 
it  is  right  and  honorable  to  use  any  means  under  God's  heaven  to  kill 
Indians,"  he  was  quoted  as  saying. 

A congressional  committee  reported  that  Chivington  "deliberately 
planned  and  executed  a foul  and  dastardly  massacre  which  would  have 
disgraced  the  veriest  savage  among  those  who  were  the  victims  of  his 
cruelty. " 

Chivington 's  tour  of  duty  ended  a few  days  after  the  attack;  he  was 
never  punished,  although  his  church  disavowed  him.  Territorial  Gov.  John 
Evans  was  removed,  and  Congress  promised  reparations  in  the  1865  Treaty  of 
the  Little  Arkansas.  None  has  been  paid. 

Although  there  were  other  Indian  massacres,  Halaas  said  Sand  Creek  was 
unique  because  it  defined  the  relationship  the  tribes  had  with  the  federal 
government . 

"The  Army  was  out  to  kill  them  all.  The  Army  committed  genocide  and  it 
started  in  motion  12  years  of  uninterrupted  war,"  said  Halaas. 

Black  Kettle  continued  to  counsel  peace,  but  his  voice  was  drowned  out. 
Later,  he  and  his  wife  were  killed  in  a raid  led  by  Lt.  Col.  George 
Armstrong  Custer  on  the  Washita  River  in  Oklahoma. 

In  1998,  Congress  began  taking  steps  toward  recognizing  the  Sand  Creek 
tragedy  by  funding  a study  to  verify  the  site  of  the  massacre  and 
recommend  management  options. 

The  following  year,  shrapnel  from  12-pound  howitzers  and  other  artifacts 
were  uncovered  in  the  soil  of  the  Big  Sandy  Creek,  helping  pinpoint  the 
site. 

Campbell,  a member  of  the  Council  of  44  Chiefs  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
Tribe,  proposed  a 12,480-acre  historic  site  if  area  landowners  were 
willing  to  sell. 

Rancher  Bill  Dawson,  on  whose  land  much  of  the  killing  ground  lies, 
admits  he  didn't  think  much  about  it  while  growing  up. 

"I  knew  it  was  there  and  that  people  sometimes  came.  But  there  were  no 
Indians  left  and  the  history  books  made  it  seem  like  white  people  were 
benevolent,"  the  former  judge  said.  "It  was  only  when  I realized  what  had 
happened  to  them  that  it  kind  of  got  personal." 

Once  it  caught  his  interest,  Dawson  spent  more  time  cleaning  up  after 
visitors  who  littered  the  land.  He  became  an  expert  on  the  raid,  visiting 
national  archives  in  Washington  and  writing  a report  for  the  National  Park 
Service. 

After  a confrontation  with  trespassers  that  landed  him  in  jail,  Dawson 
closed  the  area  to  the  public.  The  state  removed  a roadside  marker  leading 
to  the  access  road.  He  allows  the  tribes  to  hold  traditional  ceremonies 
there . 

At  Chivington  Friends  Church,  meanwhile,  the  Rev.  Galon  Burnett  says  its 
name  is  no  endorsement  of  Chivington.  Like  most  Quaker  churches,  it  was 
named  for  the  town. 

"RE : Attacks  on  Indians  Breakout  in  Chiapas"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Aug  2000  13:30:04  -0500 
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Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  08-07-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 


Attacks  on  Indians  breakout  in  Chiapas 


c.  Hispanic  Vista 
August  05,  2000 

SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  Mexico  --  Some  50  militiamen  attacked  two 
Indian  communities  that  support  leftist  Zapatista  rebels,  setting  40  homes 
on  fire  in  the  southern  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas,  human  rights  groups 
reported  Friday. 

The  Fray  Bartolome  Center  said  that  the  attack  was  carried  out  on 
Thursday  by  50  members  of  the  so-called  Peace  and  Justice  group. 

The  Emiliano  Zapata  Proletarian  Organization  (OPEZ),  which  supports  the 
Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  (EZLN),  said  the  paramilitary  forces 
carried  assault  rifles  and  other  weapons,  and  that  some  village  residents 
were  slightly  hurt. 

"The  paramilitaries  burned  down  homes,  stole  the  belongings  of  the 
Indians,  killed  farm  animals  and  hurt  the  residents,"  OPEZ  said  in  a press 
release. 

The  attacks  took  place  in  two  communities  near  the  municipality  of 
Yajalan,  150  kilometers  (93  miles)  northeast  of  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas. 

Some  60  families  fled  the  villages,  witnesses  said.  They  said  local 
indigenous  leaders  were  behind  the  aggression. 

Peace  and  Justice,  which  according  to  human  rights  organizations  is 
linked  to  the  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party  (PRI),  has  been  operating 
in  Chiapas  ever  since  the  EZLN's  uprising  began  in  January  1994. 

Political  tension  has  been  mounting  in  Chiapas,  which  borders  Guatemala, 
in  the  run-up  to  local  elections  set  for  Aug.  20. 

"RE : Yaqui  Want  to  Strip  U.S.  from  Tribal  Constitution"  

Date:  Sat,  5 Aug  2000  20:08:08  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Yaqui  leaders  want  to  strip  U.S.  from  tribal  constitution  (Fwd) 
------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Date:  Saturday,  29  July  2000 
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Saturday,  29  July  2000 

Yaqui  leaders  want  to  strip  U.S.  from  tribal  constitution 
By  Stephanie  Innes 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Leaders  of  the  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe  of  Arizona  want  to  remove  any  mention 
of  the  United  States  from  their  constitution. 

Rumors  swirled  on  the  reservation  southwest  of  Tucson  that  the 
constitutional  amendments  would  strip  the  13,000  tribal  members  of  their 
American  citizenship. 

But  the  newly  elected  tribal  council  said  the  changes  would  only 
strengthen  tribal  government  by  removing  significant  federal  control  over 
internal  affairs. 

The  changes  would  not  take  anything  away  from  individual  members,  tribal 
officials  said. 

The  amended  document  would  remove  52  references  to  state,  local  and 
federal  governments  to  give  the  tribe  more  authority  over  its  own  affairs, 
a consulting  attorney  for  the  tribal  council  said  at  a public  meeting  this 
week. 

To  take  effect,  the  proposed  changes  need  approval  from  a majority  of 
Pascua  Yaqui  members  in  a tribal-wide  vote,  followed  by  federal  government 
approval . 

Tribal  Chairman  Robert  Valencia  said  he  plans  to  hold  more  education 
sessions  before  calling  an  election. 

When  the  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe  of  Arizona  was  formed  in  the  early  1900s, 
its  members  included  Yaqui  refugees  who  had  fled  political  persecution  in 
Mexico.  That  fact  led  one  tribal  member  to  question  whether  removing 
"United  States"  from  the  constitution  would  lead  to  members'  deportation. 

Congress  granted  the  tribe  recognition  in  1978.  It  is  one  of  21 
federally  recognized  tribes  in  Arizona. 

"The  source  of  your  sovereignty  is  not  with  the  BIA  or  with  the  federal 
government,  it's  from  within,"  attorney  Robert  Lyttle  told  about  150 


tribal  members  this  week,  assuring  them  that  deportation  would  not  be  an 
effect.  "Your  government  existed  long  before  theirs." 

The  changes  include  removing  the  U.S.  secretary  of  the  Interior  from  the 
chain  of  command  when  the  tribe  enacts  ordinances  concerning  membership, 
and  enabling  the  tribe  to  bar  anyone,  with  cause,  from  entering  the 
reservation  -even  federal  and  state  officials. 

Charlotte  Johnson,  regional  tribal  operations  officer  for  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  Western  Region,  yesterday  said  she  was  unaware  that  the 
Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe  had  been  working  on  an  amended  constitution.  Such  a 
document  would  ultimately  require  the  approval  of  the  local  BIA,  she  said. 

Johnson  said  several  other  Arizona  tribes  have  revised  constitutions, 
including  the  Havasupai  and  White  Mountain  Apache  tribes.  The  Navajo 
Nation,  she  noted,  operates  by  treaty  only  and  does  not  have  a 
constitution . 

"When  they  change  their  constitution,  it  does  give  them  a better  way  to 
self-govern, " she  said. 

Any  constitutional  changes  would  not  alter  the  FBI's  ability  to  go  onto 
reservation  land  to  investigate  the  serious  felony  crimes  that  fall  within 
its  jurisdiction. 

Indeed,  the  one  "federal"  reference  that  remains  in  the  draft  of  the 
Yaquis'  revised  constitution  refers  to  the  council's  duty  to  enact  only 
ordinances  that  fall  within  "applicable  federal  law." 

Also,  any  Indian  gaming  activities  would  still  be  subject  to  the  1988 
Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act,  Johnson  said.  The  tribe  operates  Casino  of 
the  Sun,  7406  S.  Camino  de  Oeste,  which  nets  about  $40  million  annually. 

Johnson  said  removing  references  to  the  United  States  would  not  alter 
the  tribe's  ability  to  get  federal  funding  or  to  make  use  of  federal 
programs . 

Some  tribal  members  remain  confused  about  what  the  amendments  would  mean 
for  them. 

"They  talk  about  other  tribes  and  how  they  got  these  changes,  but  we 
don't  share  the  same  history  as  these  other  Arizona  tribes.  We  fought  to 
be  recognized  because  we  are  from  Sonora,"  said  tribal  member  Abel  Ochoa, 
34,  a graphics  designer  who  lives  in  Coolidge. 

"I  think  the  tribe  has  no  idea  what  they  are  getting  themselves  into. 

They  don't  know  what  they  are  doing.  I'm  really  surprised  that  in  two 
months  all  these  decisions  have  been  made,"  said  tribal  member  Amelia 
Cordova,  an  engineering  researcher  in  her  40s  who  lives  on  the  tribe's 
square-mile  reservation  land  about  15  miles  southwest  of  downtown  Tucson. 
Since  the  11-member  council  was  elected  on  June  5,  the  tribe  has: 

- Formed  a commission  to  look  into  firings  by  the  previous  administration. 

- Enacted  a policy  of  Yaqui  hiring  preference. 

- Reportedly  fired  at  least  six  employees  who  say  they  were  let  go  because 
they  are  not  tribal  members  - an  allegation  the  council  denies. 

Contact  Stephanie  Innes  at  573-4134  or  at  sinnes@azstarnet.com 

"RE : Religious  Beliefs  among  American  Indians  Diverge"  
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Religious  Beliefs  Among  American  Indians  Diverge 
Tue,  8 Aug  2000 

WINSTON-SALEM  (AP)  _ In  Robeson  County  and  on  the  Cherokee  reservation  in 
the  Smoky  Mountains,  small  but  growing  groups  of  Indians  are  rejecting 
Christianity  as  the  religion  of  white  oppressors. 

While  conservative  Christians  far  outnumber  traditionalists  among  the 
state's  80,000  Indians,  more  and  more  are  bristling  against  the  evangelism 
offered  since  a 1780s  law  encouraged  Indians  to  "worship  one  true  God"  and 
give  up  their  religion. 

"Cherokees  are  preaching  to  other  Cherokees  and  saying,  'You're  going  to 


hell  if  you  play  drums/'1  said  Amy  Walker,  a Cherokee-Lakota  who  practices 
traditional  religion  and  lives  on  the  Qualla  Boundary,  a reservation  which 
is  home  to  more  than  7,500  Cherokees. 

The  desire  of  some  to  return  to  traditional  Native  American  worship 
comes  even  as  a Lumbee  Indian  heads  the  state's  largest  Baptist  group. 

The  Rev.  Mike  Cummings  is  president  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  a predominantly  white  group  of  1.2  million  members.  He 
also  is  the  director  of  the  Burnt  Swamp  Association,  a group  of  65  Indian 
churches  in  nine  eastern  North  Carolina  counties  that  includes  members  of 
four  other  tribes. 

Their  Baptist  services  take  on  a style  that  Cummings  says  is  distinctly 
Indian . 

"It  takes  an  individual  response.  We're  very  much  focused  on  that  ... 
and  maybe  even  kind  of  a mystical  awareness  of  God  in  our  midst,"  Cummings 
said . 

Inside  a mobile  home  in  Robeson  County  that  serves  as  their  church,  a 
small  group  of  Lumbee  Indians  including  Cummings  listened  to  a sweating 
preacher's  raspy  words  about  a God  who  will  one  day  come  again  from  the 
eastern  sky.  Worshippers  in  the  Living  Waters  Baptist  congregation  jumped 
up  and  down.  Others  called  out  to  their  Lord  in  rhythmic  chants. 

Even  as  thousands  of  Robeson  County's  40,000  Indians  embrace 
Christianity,  Pete  Clark  and  as  many  as  100  other  Indians  turn  to 
traditional  Indian  religion. 

Clark,  an  81-year-old  retired  math  teacher,  is  a Lumbee-Creek.  His  small 
frame  house  in  Pembroke  is  just  down  the  road  from  a sign  that  says  "Time 
is  running  out:  Turn  your  heart  to  Jesus." 

On  a recent  morning,  he  burned  sage  to  cleanse  the  air  in  his  home  and 
talked  about  his  religion.  It  includes  spiritual  cleansing  and  constant, 
daily  prayers  to  The  Creator,  whom  he  also  calls  the  Great  Spirit. 

"You  just  close  your  eyes.  You  don't  have  to  say  it  out  loud  because  the 
Great  Spirit  can  hear  what  you're  saying,"  said  Clark,  whose  Indian  name 
is  Spotted  Turtle. 

Four  times  a year,  Clark  and  other  traditionalists  gather  at  the  North 
Carolina  Indian  Cultural  Center  near  Pembroke  and  hold  sacred  fire 
ceremonies  in  which  they  give  thanks  to  the  Great  Spirit. 

Myrtle  Driver  Johnson  recently  left  her  Southern  Baptist  church  after 
her  minister  spoke  out  against  tribal  religion. 

Unlike  many  Indians,  Johnson,  56,  didn't  have  to  learn  the  old  ways.  She 
was  raised  with  native  traditions  in  her  family's  home  on  the  Qualla 
Boundary 

Cherokees  say  that  ancient  spiritual  leaders  received  a set  of  moral  and 
ethical  codes  from  The  Creator  and  gave  them  to  the  people  at  a Swain 
County  spot  called  Kituwah.  Cherokees  believe  it  to  be  the  birthplace  of 
their  people.  The  codes  became  known  as  the  "Kituwah  Way." 

It  is  a faith  handed  down  through  generations  of  Cherokees,  she  said, 
and  it  is  not  easy  to  explain.  Traditional  Indian  religion  includes  an 
emphasis  on  harmony  with  nature,  the  interconnectedness  of  all  things,  and 
constant  prayer. 

"It's  not,  'Lesson  Number  13  _ this  is  what  we're  going  to  talk  about 
today.'  They  learn  by  living  it,"  Johnson  said. 

Johnson  and  other  believers  join  in  group  worship  that  comes  in  the  form 
of  spiritual  cleansing  and  long  ceremonies  at  which  men,  women  and 
children  dance  around  night  fires  at  remote  spots. 

Some  believe  the  flames  to  be  The  Creator's  embodiment,  one  of  many 
natural  forms  The  Creator  can  take. 

On  a reservation  where  gambling  and  Indian  culture  are  for  sale  to 
tourists,  Cherokee  traditionalists  closely  guard  the  privacy  of  their 
worship  ceremonies.  Faith  is  not  something  to  be  flaunted,  the  organizers 
say. 

"It's  just  between  us  and  The  Creator.  It  sounds  like  we're  being 
separatist,  but  it  was  given  to  us  for  a reason,"  said  Bo  Taylor,  the 
archivist  at  the  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian. 
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Michigan  Pact  Resolves  Battle  Over  Limits  on  Indian  Fishing 
By  KEITH  BRADSHER 

ESHAWBESTOWN,  Mich.,  Aug.  7 --  The  federal  government,  the  State  of 
Michigan  and  five  American  Indian  tribes  in  northern  Michigan  signed 
an  agreement  today  aimed  at  rebuilding  fish  populations  in  the  upper 
Great  Lakes  and  improving  strained  relations  between  whites  and 
Indians  in  upstate  Michigan. 

The  pact  settles  27  years  of  litigation  over  whether  the  state  can 
restrict  Indian  fishing,  people  involved  in  the  negotiations  said. 

A vibrant  national  economy  has  created  a boom  in  vacation  homes  and 
tourism  here  in  the  northern  third  of  Michigan's  Lower  Peninsula.  The 
accompanying  surge  in  pleasure  boating  and  recreational  fishing  has 
increased  tensions  between  whites  and  Indians,  as  pleasure  boats 
become  dangerously  entangled  in  Indian  nets  and  charter  boat 
operators  blame  the  Indian  fishermen  for  depleting  trout  and  salmon 
populations . 

Some  Indian  nets  have  been  sabotaged,  state  officials  say.  Indian 
leaders  have  denied  that  they  are  responsible  for  declining  fish 
stocks  and  have  angrily  denounced  what  they  have  described  as  efforts 
to  take  away  some  of  the  few  ancestral  rights  they  retain. 

Today's  pact  calls  for  the  tribes  to  reduce  sharply  their  use  of 
large-mesh  gill  nets,  which  kill  fish  of  various  sizes  and  species 
and  can  entangle  boats.  The  Indians  are  to  replace  gill  nets  with 
trap  nets,  which  catch  fish  more  discriminately  and  are  less  likely 
to  entangle  other  boats.  The  state  government  will  pay  $17  million  to 
buy  boats  equipped  with  trap  nets  and  fishing  permits  from 
white-owned  companies  and  give  them  to  Indian  fishermen  to  replace 
boats  with  gill  nets.  The  trap-net  fishing  permits  are  mainly  for 
remote  areas  of  northwestern  Lake  Michigan  and  northern  Lake  Huron, 
pulling  Indian  fishermen  far  from  Michigan's  main  recreational 
boating  and  fishing  areas. 

The  federal  government  will  pay  an  additional  $8.3  million  to  the 
five  tribal  governments.  The  tribes  are  expected  to  use  some  or  all 
of  the  money  to  compensate  small-scale  Indian  fishing  operations, 
which  will  not  receive  the  trap-net  boats  but  will  face  restrictions 
on  gill-net  fishing  for  the  next  20  years.  Use  of  large-mesh  gill 
nets  by  non-Indians  has  been  heavily  restricted  since  1968. 

The  dispute  has  been  particularly  acrimonious  here  in  this  Indian 
community  and  eight  miles  west  in  the  mainly  white  town  of  Leland. 
Both  towns  are  on  the  northwest  shore  of  Michigan's  Lower  Peninsula, 
220  miles  northwest  of  Detroit. 

For  whites  like  John  Lindenau,  who  stood  on  the  dock  in  Leland  this 
morning  next  to  his  30-foot  charter  fishing  boat,  the  Infinity,  the 
dispute  has  been  about  imposing  the  same  rules  on  Indians  that  white 
fishermen  must  meet.  "We  won  the  Indian  wars  and  gave  it  all  away," 
Mr.  Lindenau  said. 

But  here  in  Peshawbestown,  on  the  tiny  reservation  of  the  Grand 
Traverse  Band  of  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians,  the  agreement  is  the 
cause  of  considerable  bitterness.  "The  Grand  Traverse  Band 
hesitantly,  really  hesitantly  agreed  to  sign  off  on  the  deal,"  said 
Ardith  Chambers,  one  of  seven  members  of  the  tribal  council,  as  she 
sat  glumly  in  her  office  this  afternoon.  "All  the  state  wants  to  do 
is  take  apart  treaty  rights,  and  so  does  the  federal  government." 

The  five  tribes  ceded  the  upper  third  of  Michigan's  Lower  Peninsula 


and  the  eastern  half  of  Michigan's  Upper  Peninsula  to  the  federal 
government  in  the  Treaty  of  Washington,  concluded  in  1836.  That 
treaty  allowed  the  Indians  to  continue  fishing  in  the  region,  but 
allowed  non-Indian  fishing,  too.  The  Indians  have  used  the  treaty  to 
oppose  efforts  by  the  state  to  limit  Indian  fishing,  because  the 
treaty  was  signed  a year  before  Michigan  became  a state. 

The  Grand  Traverse  Band  has  only  a dozen  fishermen  left.  Most  will 
lose  their  livelihoods  because  they  do  not  catch  enough  fish  to 
qualify  for  trap-net  boats  from  the  state,  and  they  will  face  new 
restrictions  on  the  use  of  gill  nets,  Ms.  Chambers  said. 

The  Grand  Traverse  Band  agreed  to  the  pact  because  it  is  engaged  in  a 
separate  dispute  with  the  state  over  its  main  livelihood,  the  Turtle 
Creek  Casino,  a few  miles  east  of  Traverse  City.  The  tribe  is  so 
dependent  on  the  casino  that  it  felt  compelled  to  accept  the  fishing 
deal . 

Unlike  the  other  four  northern  Michigan  tribes,  the  Grand  Traverse 
Band  is  far  from  the  trap-net  fishing  grounds  being  established.  The 
pact  was  signed  tonight  in  Brimley. 

Drivers  along  the  coastal  highway  here  in  northern  Michigan  find  that 
Peshawbestown,  with  its  battered  trailers  and  small  wood  houses,  is  a 
sharp  contrast  to  other  communities.  The  coastline  elsewhere  has 
numerous  million-dollar  homes,  many  new. 

Leland  has  older  houses,  and  has  been  a center  of  white  fishing  since 
the  late  1800' s;  the  old  wood  fishing  shanties  and  smokehouses  of  its 
Fishtown  neighborhood  are  popular  with  tourists.  Leland  fishermen  say 
that  the  trout  population  has  plunged  in  recent  years,  and  blame  two 
large,  Indian  gill-net  boats  moored  this  morning  at  the  Leland  dock. 

But  Indian  officials  attribute  the  fish  shortage  to  environmental 
factors,  like  unusually  warm  lake  water  in  recent  years. 

Copyright  2000  The  New  York  Times  Company 
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KALAMAZOO,  Mich.  (AP)  - The  Interior  Department,  five  American  Indian 
tribes  and  the  state  of  Michigan  have  reached  an  agreement  aimed  at  ending 
a dispute  over  Indian  fishing  practices  in  the  Great  Lakes. 

Indian  commercial  fishermen  have  clashed  for  nearly  three  decades  with 
other  sport  and  commercial  fisherman  over  laws  giving  Indians  different 
privileges.  Government  officials  were  worried  about  fish  populations. 

The  20-year  pact  signed  Monday  night  will  mandate  allocation,  management 
and  regulation  of  state  and  tribal  fisheries. 

One  issue  of  contention  was  the  use  of  gill  nets,  which  the  tribes  said 
was  their  right  based  on  an  1836  treaty  with  the  federal  government. 

Only  Indians  are  allowed  to  use  the  mesh  nets,  which  opposition  groups 
claim  delete  fish  supplies  because  the  nets  indiscriminately  trap  and 
catch  and  kill  game  fish  including  salmon  and  trout,  and  sometimes 
entangle  fishing  and  recreational  boats. 

The  agreement  calls  for  the  removal  of  more  than  14  million  feet  of 
tribal  nets.  Many  of  the  largest  tribal  gill  net  fishing  operations  will 
be  converted  to  trap  net  operations. 

The  state  will  pay  $17  million  to  replace  gill-net  boats  with  trap-net 
boats.  Another  $8.3  million  from  the  federal  government  will  go  to  the 
five  tribal  governments  to  compensate  small  Indian  fishing  operations  that 
won't  get  the  trap-net  boats. 

Also,  the  agreement  dictates  that  the  tribes  will  be  able  to  harvest 
whitefish  and  other  species.  Sport  fishermen  will  harvest  recreational 
species.  Lake  trout  will  be  harvested  by  both  groups. 


The  five  tribes  involved  are  the  Bay  Mills  Indian  Community,  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Tribe  of  Chippewa  Indians,  Grand  Traverse  Band  of  Ottawa/Chippewa 
Indians,  Little  Traverse  Bay  Band  of  Odawa  Indians  and  the  Little  River 
Band  of  Indians. 

"I  commend  the  parties  in  their  cooperative  efforts  in  forging  an 
agreement  that  provides  fishing  opportunities  to  all  parties,  protects  the 
rights  of  the  tribes  and  conserves  and  protects  the  fishery  resources  of 
the  Great  Lakes,"  said  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Interior  David  I.  Hayes.  On 
the  Net:  Interior  Department:  http://www.doi.gov/indexj.html 
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Sisseton-Wahpeton  Protest  march 
>From  Della  Eastman,  takoyate  duda 
Camp  justice  descendants  of  Little  Crow 

On  8-17-00  at  Sisseton  Wahpeton,  Della  Eastman  takoyate  duda 
Camp  justice  descendants  of  Little  Crow  in  alliance  with  Alfred  Bone 
Shirt,  Francis  Zephyr  Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  Human  Rights  Coalition 
and  the  Ihanktonwan  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  AIM  and  White  Swan 
descendants  Camp  held  a peaceful  march  on  the  Sisseton  courthouse 
and  BIA  and  protested  against  racism,  discrimination,  unsolved  and 
uninvestigated  murders,  dual  justice  system,  hate  crimes,  Indian  and 
Non-Indian  government  corruption,  the  DDC  (Duvenile  detention  Center) 
and  crimes  against  humanity. 

PROFILE  OF  TWO  DEATHS... TWO  SENTENCES  In  late  May  of  1999, 

Mark  Appel,  a white  man  under  the  influence  of  alcohol  struck  what 
he  says  he  thought  was  a deer  with  his  vehicle...  what  he  struck,  was 
Dustin  Redday  , a Sisseton  tribal  member.  He  backed  up  to  the  form 
in  the  road  and  picked  up  the  bleeding  form  of  Dustin  (at  this  point 
stating  he  thought  he  was  one  of  those  test  dummies)  and  threw  his 
breathing  bleeding  split  open  body  into  the  back  of  his  pickup,  then 
drove  around  for  the  next  three  hours  before  finally  taking  Dustin  to 
the  hospital  in  Fargo.  By  this  time  Dustin  was  dead.  Mark  Appel 
pleaded  guilty  and  received  30  days  in  jail,  a $330  dollar  fine  and 
a suspended  driver's  license. 

Melanie  Sea  Boy,  under  the  influence  of  alcohol,  drove  into  the 
vehicle  occupied  by  Don  Enderson,  a white  National  Guard  member 
killing  him  instantly.  Melanie  was  convicted  of  vehicular  manslaughter 
and  sentenced  to  14  years  in  prison. 

We  protest  against  Henry  Cameron,  Sheriff  Long,  Robert  County 
Court  to  hold  these  officials  responsible  for  using  political  power 
to  show  favoritism  and  white  washing  of  the  Mark  Appel  crime. 

We  will  continue  to  protest  and  let  the  world  know  that  we  will 
no  longer  tolerate  these  unequal  and  inhumane  acts  against 
all  indigenous  people  and  that  these  officials  be  removed  for 
their  neglect  and  failure  to  uphold  the  law. 

These  were  some  of  the  issues  we  remind  tribal  and  BIA  officials. 

When  they  turn  their  backs  on  their  people  that  trust  them,  they 
are  beating  down  and  oppressing,  and  that  only  cowards  stand 
behind  their  desks  and  political  power.  BIA's  incompetence  is 
devastating  to  all  indigenous  people,  our  land,  water,  resources 
and  humanity.  They  need  to  open  their  hearts  and  minds  to  see 
how  much  they  are  hurting  their  people. 

During  our  protest,  Martha  Renville,  we  found  was  running  for 
tribal  office  came  and  was  belligerent  to  us.  She  defended  the 
corruption  and  officials.  This  is  a typical  reaction  of  a guilty  person. 

On  September  4,  2000  we  will  unite  once  again  to  protest  and 
march  at  a Sisseton  Council  Meeting  to  address  these  issues. 


>From:  Della  Eastman  takoyate  duda  Camp  justice  descendants 
of  Little  Crow,  in  alliance  with  Alfred  Bone  Shirt,  Francis  Zephyr 
Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  Fluman  Rights  Coalition  and  the  Ihanktonwan 
Grass  Roots  Oyate,  AIM  and  White  Swan  descendants  Camp 
For  more  information  contact: 

Frances  or  D.L.  (Zeph)  Zephier,  phone:  605-384-5945 
Email:  lohn  Zephier,  ishnajin@webtv.net 
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The  federal  official  who  granted  preliminary  recognition  to  two  North 
Stonington  Indian  groups  will  leave  his  job  without  completing  the  cases, 
perhaps  the  most  contentious  since  the  tribal  recognition  process  was 
established  in  1978. 

Assistant  U.S.  Interior  Secretary  Kevin  Gover  said  he  would  not  be  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  for  a meeting  today  sought  by  Connecticut  Attorney 
General  Richard  Blumenthal  to  challenge  Gover 's  justification  for 
recognizing  the  groups,  the  Eastern  Pequots  and  the  Paucatuck  Eastern 
Pequots . 

In  addition,  Gover  said  in  an  interview  that  he  plans  to  resign  his 
federal  post  after  the  November  election. 

"I'm  not  going  to  be  at  the  department  at  the  point  that  these  petitions 
are  finally  decided,"  he  said.  "So  a lot  of  this  commotion  around  my 
personal  involvement  really  seems  quite  unnecessary." 

His  impending  departure  follows  attempts  to  force  him  to  withdraw  from 
all  Connecticut  recognition  cases.  Blumenthal  and  others  have  questioned 
whether  he  is  impartial,  because  he  once  represented  the  Golden  Hill 
Paugussett  Indians,  who  are  awaiting  recognition  and  want  to  build  a 
casino  in  Bridgeport. 

Blumenthal  said  Monday  that  he  was  disappointed  Gover  would  not  be  at 
today's  meeting  "because  there  are  some  questions  that  only  he  can  answer 
about  overruling  his  staff." 

Historians,  genealogists  and  anthropologists  at  Gover 's  agency,  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  had  recommended  against  recognizing  the  Easterns 
and  Paucatucks  because  the  groups  did  not  meet  the  required  federal 
criteria.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time  a staff  recognition 
recommendation  had  been  overruled  by  an  assistant  secretary  for  Indian 
affairs . 

"That's  the  authority  that  I have,"  Gover  said.  "In  the  end,  my  decision, 
my  weighing  of  the  evidence  and  my  evaluation  of  the  factors  is  the  one 
that  matters." 

He  defended  his  decision  by  pointing  out  that  BIA  staff  members  have  yet 
to  consider  evidence  presented  by  officials  from  North  Stonington,  Preston 
and  Ledyard  who  contend  the  Easterns  and  the  Paucatucks  do  not  meet  the 
standards  for  recognition. 

Representatives  of  the  three  towns  also  traveled  to  Washington  for  the 
two-day  meeting  that  begins  this  morning.  It  is  primarily  devoted  to 
highly  technical  questions  arising  from  Gover 's  preliminary  findings  on 
the  Eastern  and  Paucatuck  petitions.  Final  determinations  are  not  expected 
until  next  year. 

Gover,  a Pawnee  Indian,  said  he  intends  to  resign  because  he  wants  to 
return  to  private  practice  as  a lawyer  representing  Indian  tribes  before 


the  Interior  Department. 

"That's  what  I know  how  to  do/'  he  said.  "That's  what  I'm  best  at." 

A federal  revolving-door  law  designed  to  discourage  favoritism  prevents 
government  officials  from  quitting  and  going  to  work  for  the  groups  and 
businesses  they  regulated.  But  Gover  said  the  law  has  an  exception, 
allowing  representation  of  local,  state  and  tribal  governments. 

He  said  he  could  not  represent  the  Eastern  or  Paucatuck  Pequots,  because 
he  had  been  directly  involved  in  their  recognition  cases.  But  he  said  he 
could  go  to  work  again  for  the  Paugussetts,  although  he  does  not  plan  to 
do  that. 

His  Paugussett  link  has  been  a continuing  source  of  suspicion  raised  by 
Blumenthal  and  the  leaders  of  the  three  eastern  Connecticut  towns,  who 
said  Gover 's  decisions  in  other  cases  could  set  precedents  that  could  be 
used  to  recognize  the  Paugussetts. 

Blumenthal  has  called  for  a moratorium  on  recognition,  saying  the 
process  is  unfair  and  vulnerable  to  influence  of  money  and  politics. 

"I  keep  reading  that  word,  that  there  is  some  political  influence," 

Gover  said.  "If  the  suggestion  is  that  we're  being  pressured  by  higher-up 
political  authorities  either  within  or  without  the  department,  that's 
simply  not  true. " 

Blumenthal  and  Gover  do  have  one  point  of  agreement,  that  the 
recognition  process  should  be  changed. 

The  BIA  "is  really  not  set  up  to  handle  the  kind  of  adversarial  process 
that  this  has  evolved  into,"  Gover  said.  "That's  why  I think  it  would  be 
appropriate  for  Congress  to  establish  another  entity  to  handle  these 
things . " 

Recognition  enables  a tribe  to  negotiate  to  build  a casino,  and  many 
groups  petitioning  for  recognition  hire  professional  staff  and  lawyers  and 
lobbyists.  The  Indians  get  their  money  from  wealthy  investors  seeking  a 
substantial  return  on  their  money. 

"The  stakes  these  days  are  just  much,  much  higher  than  they  were  when 
the  process  was  originated  back  in  the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s,"  Gover 
said.  "I  too  am  concerned  about  the  effect  of  money  on  the  process." 
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Navajos  visit  cousins  in  Alaska  to  improve  student  achievement 
Story  by  Pat  Carr 
The  Observer 

FAIRBANKS,  Alaska  - When  the  automatic  glass  door  to  Fairbanks 
International  Airport  slid  open,  Maggie  Benally,  a Navajo  language 
teacher  from  Fort  Defiance,  Arizona,  stepped  outside  the  terminal. 

She  slowly  glanced  around  the  brightly  lit  landscape  and  looked  at 
her  watch.  "It  is  2:30,"  she  whispered.  "Where  are  all  the  people  and 
automobiles?" 

"Yeah,  2:30  in  the  morning,"  replied  one  of  her  companions,  Wilfreda 
Allen.  "Even  here  in  the  land  of  midnight  sun,  we'll  probably  not  see 
much  going  on  at  this  early  hour." 

Benally  and  Allen  were  part  of  a Navajo  delegation  that  visited 
Alaska  this  summer  to  meet  some  Athabascan  cousins  who  reportedly  are 
having  success  in  increasing  student  achievement  by  building  upon  the 
culture  of  their  local  communities. 

For  over  a century,  Navajo  students  depended  upon  a pedagogy  or 
system  of  learning  primarily  limited  to  Western  European  values  and 
worldviews.  Many  Navajos  today  feel  this  system  is  responsible  for 
the  loss  of  their  language  and  traditional  values.  They  now  seek  to 
improve  upon  the  old  system  by  including  language,  culture,  and  the 


experiences  children  bring  to  school  from  their  local  communities. 

"We  have  been  hearing  about  things  our  brothers  and  sisters  are  doing 
up  there  in  Alaska/'  said  Genevieve  Dackson,  director  of  the  Navajo 
Nation's  Division  of  Education.  "We  are  particularly  interested  in 
how  they  are  embedding  culture  into  their  curriculum  and  what  they 
are  doing  with  their  Academy  of  Elders." 

lackson  also  said  that  the  Dine  Division  of  Education  was  planning  to 
consolidate  all  educational  programs  into  the  Tribal  Education 
Department  in  order  to  design  a system  that  combined  both  Western 
education  and  traditional  Navajo  ways.  "We  are  building  the  capacity 
to  address  our  education  needs  through  our  Learn  in  Beauty  Project 
and  the  Navajo  Nation's  Rural  Systemic  Initiative/'  she  said. 

After  a few  hours  of  sleep  in  the  sunshine,  the  six  cheechakos,  as 
new  arrivals  are  called  in  Alaska,  met  with  Dr.  Ray  Barnhardt, 
director  of  the  Center  for  Cross-Cultural  Studies  at  the  University 
of  Alaska.  With  more  than  30  years  of  experience  with  Alaska  natives, 
Barnhardt  has  a well-deserved  "sourdough"  status  that  signifies  he 
knows  his  way  around,  up  here  in  The  Last  Frontier. 

Barnhardt  shared  curriculum  materials  and  books  produced  by  the 
Alaska  Native  Knowledge  Network  with  the  educators.  He  discussed  the 
Alaska  Academic  Standards  and  said  that  standards  essentially  depict 
"the  destination"  deemed  desirable  for  all  students  in  the  state. 
"Curriculum  is  the  means  of  getting  to  the  destinations  spelled  out 
in  the  standards,"  Barnhardt  explained. 

"Each  school  is  responsible  for  developing  a local  curriculum  to 
assist  their  students  to  achieve  the  state's  academic  standards," 
Barnhardt  added. 

Barnhardt  also  introduced  the  visitors  to  the  Guidelines  for 
Preparing  Culturally  Responsive  Teachers  for  Alaska's  Schools  and  the 
Alaska  Standards  for  Culturally  Responsive  Schools.  These  materials 
were  adopted  by  the  Assembly  of  Alaska  Native  Educators  in  1999. 

"Culture  standards  are  meant  to  enrich  the  academic  standards  and 
provide  guidelines  for  nurturing  students  in  the  rich  and  varied 
cultural  traditions  that  continue  to  be  practiced  in  communities 
throughout  Alaska,"  Barnhardt  explained.  "They  provide  schools  and 
communities  with  an  instrument  to  examine  the  extent  to  which  they 
are  attending  to  the  educational  and  cultural  well-being  of  their 
students . " 

"We  are  not  advocating  that  the  schools  teach  culture  as  an  isolated 
subject,  but  that  it  serves  as  the  foundation  for  teaching  all 
subjects,"  Barnhardt  said.  "We  are  suggesting  that  teachers  connect 
students  to  the  curriculum  by  building  upon  the  experiences  that  they 
bring  to  school  from  their  local  communities." 

"Culture  standards,"  Barnhardt  pointed  out,  "are  not  intended  to  be  a 
recipe  or  formula  for  schools  to  follow,  nor  do  they  call  for  any 
sort  of  standardization.  They  are  more  like  a matrix  or  model  that 
can  be  followed  by  local  schools." 

Barnhardt  said  that  for  the  past  three  years  they  have  been  tracking 
student  achievement  to  compare  schools  that  are  implementing  the 
cultural  standards  with  those  that  are  not.  "Schools  that  have  been 
using  the  local  culture  as  the  foundation  for  the  curriculum  have 
been  showing  a slow  but  steady  improvement  in  standardized  test 
scores,  while  the  other  schools  have  stayed  the  same  or  declined," 
Barnhardt . 

The  new  pedagogy  that  Barnhardt  explained  is  called  "place-based 
learning,"  said  Rosita  Murphy,  director  of  the  Learn  in  Beauty 
Project  for  the  Navajo  Nation.  "It  builds  upon  their  experiences  in 
their  local  communities,  helps  instill  confidence  in  the  students  and 
gives  them  a sense  of  place,"  Murphy  added. 

The  Learn  in  Beauty  Project  is  funded  by  a grant  from  the  Annenberg 
Foundation's  Rural  School  and  Community  Trust,  and  has  school  sites 
in  Tuba  City,  Window  Rock,  Newcomb,  Ganado,  Chinle,  Rock  Point,  and 
Little  Singer.  Each  site  has  its  own  unique  project  that  addresses  a 
local  need.  Each  site  shares  its  experiences  with  other  schools 
similarly  situated. 


Dr.  Joseph  Martin,  an  associate  professor  at  Northern  Arizona 
University  and  a founding  board  member  of  the  Rural  School  and 
Community  Trust  said  that  Navajo  schools  are  venerable  local 
institutions  able  to  help  local  Navajo  communities  face  their 
problems.  Their  mission  is  often  seen  only  as  preparing  Navajo 
children  for  life  elsewhere  and  too  many  schools  do  not  even  do  that 
well.  "They  teach  Navajo  children  that  leaving  is  expected  of  them, 
and  schools  help  send  them  off  without  a sense  of  the  place  they  have 
come  from,  or  respect  for  the  idea  of  reservation-community  itself." 
Martin  said. 

Martin,  a former  school  superintendent,  said  that  if  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  serve  as  a school  superintendent  all  over  again  he 
would  place  more  emphasis  on  building  a school  program  "that  links 
academic  excellence  with  a sense  of  place  and  respect  for 
local-reservation  community." 

The  Learn  in  Beauty  Project  works  closely  with  the  Navajo  Nation's 
Rural  Systemic  Initiative.  This  initiative  was  funded  by  the  National 
Science  Foundation  to  increase  academic  achievement  in  math,  science 
and  technology. 

Dr.  Rachel  Misra,  director  of  the  NN-RSI,  said  she  was  pleased  with 
what  she  saw  going  on  in  Alaska.  "They  have  been  building  upon 
thousands  of  years  of  learning  to  live  in  their  environment  with 
remarkable  success." 

"We  can  learn  a lot  from  our  'cousins'  up  here  in  Alaska,"  said  Elsie 
Carr,  a curriculum  development  specialist  for  the  Tuba  City  School 
District.  "When  I discovered  their  web  site  (www.ankn.uaf.edu)  I had 
to  get  up  here  to  see  what  they  were  doing." 

Carr  said  that  Navajos  and  Athabascans  have  much  in  common,  such  as 
the  need  to  preserve  and  build  upon  the  wisdom  of  their  Elders  as  a 
resource  for  education.  They  also  share  the  need  to  develop 
culture-embedded  curricula,  design  authentic  assessment  instruments, 
and  train  teachers  so  that  they  can  effectively  increase  student 
achievement  by  using  both  the  Western  and  indigenous  knowledge 
systems . 

"Student  achievement  can  be  increased  by  aligning  the  Navajo  Culture 
and  Language  Curriculum  Framework  with  the  Arizona  standards,"  Carr 
said.  Carr  also  noted  that  schools  would  benefit  from  the  blessing  of 
technology. 

"With  today's  telecommunications,  Navajo  teachers  can  collaborate 
with  teachers  in  Alaska  as  easily  as  they  can  collaborate  with 
teachers  in  their  own  schools.  The  Internet  gives  us  the  ability  to 
design,  develop  and  share  cultural-imbedded  curriculum.  We  were  not 
even  dreaming  about  such  opportunities  a few  years  ago,"  Carr  added. 

In  addition  to  visiting  the  Center  for  Cross-Culture  Studies  at  the 
University  of  Alaska,  the  educators  flew  into  Nulato,  an  isolated 
Athabascan  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Yukon  River. 

The  Russians  had  established  a trading  post  here  before  they  sold 
Alaska  to  the  United  States  in  1867  for  about  2 cents  an  acre. 

They  spent  three  days  in  an  Athabascan  fish  camp,  about  12  miles  down 
river,  where  Native  educators  were  studying  with  Native  Elders  and 
learning  traditional  crafts,  knowledge  and  worldviews  that  their 
people  had  accumulated  from  10,000  years  of  learning  and  living  in 
the  area. 

Navajo  visitors  were  invited  to  partake  in  the  fishing  camp 
activities  with  the  Native  teachers  and  Elders.  They  learned  how  to 
clean,  smoke  and  cook  salmon.  They  also  learned  how  to  make  fish 
boots  and  tan  beaver  pelts,  all  while  learning  some  of  the  worldviews 
of  Athabascan  Elders.  The  locals  laughed  about  the  campers  who 
brought  flashlights  for  their  camping  experience.  "You  won't  need  a 
flashlight  around  here,"  they  teased. 

The  similarity  in  physical  features  between  Navajos  and  Athabascans 
is  remarkable.  "Not  only  do  we  look  alike,"  observed  Maggie  Benally, 
"but  our  languages  have  similar  words.  I could  not  follow  their 
conversations,  however,"  Benally  said,  as  she  scratched  her  leg  and 
swatted  the  mosquitoes  that  hummed  in  her  ear. 


"I  am  impressed  with  the  way  they  are  using  their  Elders  up  here/' 
said  Timothy  Benally,  the  Northern  regional  coordinator  for  NN-RSI  at 
Dennehotso.  "We  need  to  involve  our  local  Navajo  Elders  and  work 
their  knowledge  and  world  views  into  the  curriculum  in  our  local 
schools/'  Benally  added.  "We  could  develop  sheep  camps  instead  of 
fish  camps  and  bring  teachers  and  Elders  together  to  learn  with  and 
from  each  other. " 

Carline  Murphy,  Southwest  regional  director  for  NN-RSI,  treated  her 
hosts  to  a taste  of  Navajo  fry  bread  while  Rosita  Murphy,  Rachel 
Misra  and  Maggie  Benally  combined  their  culinary  skills  to  make 
Navajo  tacos.  Carline  Murphy  said  that  she  was  pleased  to  contribute 
to  the  cultural  exchange  and  left  a recipe  she  suspects  might  some 
day  be  included  in  Native  culture. 

As  the  plane  banked  and  headed  for  the  runway  in  Sky  Harbor  Airport, 
Maggie  Benally  stared  out  the  window  at  the  little  lights  that 
sparkled  through  the  darkness  that  covered  the  city.  It  was  a real 
night  out  there  - not  one  illuminated  by  a midnight  sun.  She  was 
thinking  about  the  new  things  she  had  learned  on  her  trip:  Darkness 
does  not  always  follow  daylight .. .You  do  not  always  need  a flashlight 
for  camping. . .Salmon  sustained  the  Athabascans  in  a way  that  sheep 
sustained  the  Navajos.  But  most  importantly,  our  Elders  have  a lot  to 
teach  us  about  the  ways  of  the  world  and  we  must  make  use  of  their 
wisdom. 

"Now  we  have  to  return  and  put  these  ideas  and  practices  to  use  in 
our  schools.  We  must  all  work  together  to  preserve  the  Navajo 
language  and  culture  and  help  our  students  receive  a better 
education,"  Benally  said. 

Pat  Carr  can  be  e-mailed  at  (patcarr@tubacity.net) 
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Nez  Perce  ride  into  past 

Tribe  reclaims  its  tradition  with  a new  breed  of  horse 
Torsten  Kjellstrand 
c.  The  Spokesman-Review 
August  5,  2000 

A chocolate  brown  horse  with  white  speckles  on  his  rump  prances  inside  a 
small  arena  near  the  Nez  Perce  Indian  Reservation  town  of  Lapwai, 
population  932.  The  animal  resembles  an  appaloosa,  a horse  historically 
associated  with  the  Nez  Perce,  except  it's  taller  and  a little  leaner. 

"This  is  what  we  wanted  for  the  tribe,"  says  Rudy  Shebala,  a man  under  a 
black  cowboy  hat  who  runs  the  Nez  Perce  Indian  Tribe's  horse  breeding 
program. 

The  Nez  Perce  developed  the  appaloosa  breed  from  wild  mustangs.  The 
tribe  lost  its  mounts  in  the  Nez  Perce  War  of  1877  and  never  regained  its 
horse  culture. 

The  light-footed  war  horses  were  scattered  and  the  breed  was  lost. 

Now,  the  tribe  has  reclaimed  its  place  among  horsemen  by  creating  a new 
line  called  the  Nez  Perce  Horse.  It  blends  the  appaloosa  with  traits  from 
a lean  Central  Asian  war  horse  called  akhal-teke. 

The  breeding  program  was  aided  by  a Minnesota  breeder  who  donated  four 
tall  akhal-teke  horses  to  the  tribe  in  1994.  In  the  spring  of  1995,  24 
colts  were  born.  Dozens  more  followed.  The  youngest  generation  is  now 
almost  fully  grown. 

The  Nez  Perce  aren't  ready  to  brag  yet,  because  the  breed  is  so  young. 


Shebala  said.  But  everything  looks  good  so  far. 

"Dreams  are  scary  when  they  start  coming  true/'  Shebala  said.  "We  have 
these  awesome  horses  now." 

They  also  have  the  attention  of  the  national  media. 

The  Nez  Perce  have  always  captured  the  imaginations  of  Western  culture 
buffs,  because  of  the  appaloosa  and  Chief  Joseph's  famous  speech,  "I  will 
fight  no  more  forever." 

The  historical  significance  of  the  tribe  reuniting  with  its  horse 
culture  has  pushed  the  Nez  Perce  to  the  forefront  of  popular  culture. 

The  New  York  Times  and  Sunset  Magazine  have  written  stories  about  the 
tribe.  Cable  channels  like  A&E,  Outdoor  Channel  and  NW  Cable  news  have  all 
featured  the  Nez  Perce  horse  program. 

Interest  has  been  increasing  as  the  program  matures.  Visitors  driving 
through  the  area  frequently  spot  the  horses  grazing  in  pens. 

"Hi,  we're  here  to  see  the  horses,"  says  a woman  leading  two  others. 

Shebala 's  assistant  waves  them  toward  the  pen  where  colts  are  kept. 

With  two  full-time  employees  and  80  horses,  the  program's  1999  budget 
was  $111,000  --  funded  by  the  tribe,  Shebala  said.  He  recently  sold  a 
horse  to  a Virginia  man  for  $5,000. 

Shebala  wants  to  develop  a thriving  horse  business  while  bringing  a 
horse  culture  back  to  the  people. 

Helping  him  out  during  the  summer  are  10  teenagers  who  are  part  of  the 
tribe's  youth  program. 

Carl  Ray  Powaukee,  15,  keeps  a horsehair  braid  on  his  hat,  a gift  from  a 
woman  he  helped  once  while  riding  a rough  trail. 

"I  like  riding  horses,"  Powaukee  said.  "I'm  just  usually  out  here  all 
the  time,  riding  horses  or  feeding  and  watering  them." 

Six  teens  haul  hay  into  bins,  clean  out  stalls  and  practice  their  riding 
skills  while  Shebala  watches. 

Many  are  also  part  of  the  Young  Horseman  project  for  youth  age  14-21  who 
are  trained  to  care  for  horses  as  their  ancestors  did. 

In  July,  they  rode  with  the  Salish  and  Kootenai  Indians  while  repairing 
trails  on  the  Montana  route  the  Nez  Perce  used  during  the  1877  war. 

"It's  really  wonderful  to  see  these  young  people,"  said  Otis  Halfmoon, 
an  unofficial  tribal  historian  and  manager  at  the  Nez  Perce  National 
Historical  Park.  "There's  great  pride  in  their  eyes  when  you  visit  with 
them. " 

And  with  so  many  young  people  getting  involved  again  with  horses,  their 
parents  and  grandparents  are  learning  horsemanship  with  other  reservation 
groups  like  the  Chief  Joseph  Foundation  and  Nez  Perce  Appaloosa  Club. 

And  along  with  the  renewed  interest  is  a return  of  old  regalia  and 
traditional  ceremonial  wear  for  horses.  Halfmoon  recently  saw  a Nez  Perce 
horse  dressed  in  a cornhusk  trapping,  the  kind  of  work  no  one  does  anymore, 
he  said. 

"A  lot  of  Nez  Perce  families,  they  save  and  put  away  a lot  of  the 
regalia.  They  must  have  put  it  in  a trunk  and  they  decided  to  bring  it  out 
again,"  Halfmoon  said.  "To  see  these  old  things  come  back  makes  me  feel 
good . " 

It  ensures  the  culture  will  never  die,  he  said. 
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Complacency  could  cost  us  our  sovereignty  and  more 

Your  Turn:  Controversy  is  providing  this  Spokane  Tribe 
member  an  opportunity  to  educate  others, 
c.  Spokesman-Review 
7/29.2 000 

Margo  Hill  - Special  to  Opinion 


Spokane  _ The  Washington  State  Republican  Party  recently  passed  a 
resolution  calling  for  the  termination  of  American  Indian  tribal 
governments.  As  a proud  member  of  a federally  recognized  tribe,  the 
Spokanes,  I could  not  believe  what  I was  reading!  Supporters  of  the 
resolution  also  called  for  the  use  of  military  force  to  accomplish  their 
goals.  The  news  was  outrageous  and  now,  both  state  and  national  Republican 
parties  have  denounced  the  resolution. 

The  outcry  has  helped  my  crusade  to  get  Indian  people  to  register  to 
vote.  I go  to  powwows  and  picnics,  often  with  my  two  young  children.  Now, 

I carry  copies  of  the  resolution  and  it  helps  me  convince  people  to  sign 
up  to  vote.  I say:  "We  Indian  people  are  so  nonexistent  that  these  things 
can  happen.  If  we  don't  have  a voting  bloc,  people  won't  listen." 

The  controversy  has  also  given  me  the  opportunity  to  educate  people 
about  Indian  matters.  For  instance,  resolution  author  John  Fleming  said 
that  if  the  tribes  resisted,  then  the  military  would  have  to  "battle  back. 
" Some  of  those  troops  would  be  Indian.  My  dad,  a Spokane  tribal  member, 
served  in  the  United  States  military,  and  more  than  42,000  American 
Indians  fought  in  Vietnam. 

The  resolution  stemmed  from  complaints  of  reservation  rules  that  apply 
to  non-Indians.  Often,  these  rules  are  put  into  place  by  tribes  for 
wildlife  conservation,  environmental  protection  or  to  implement  social 
policies  that  look  out  for  everyone's  well-being.  Fleming  complained  that 
non-Indian  reservation  residents  can't  vote  in  tribal  elections.  In  fact, 
many  of  the  decisions  made  by  tribally  elected  officials  affect  only 
tribal  members  and  spending  of  tribal  dollars. 

The  resolution  says  that  tribes  withhold  due  process  and  injure  property 
rights.  This  is  not  true.  When  the  tribes  pass  environmental  protection 
legislation,  often  in  cooperation  with  the  federal  government,  we  have 
public  meetings  that  anyone  can  attend  and  offer  comment. 

Criticism  of  Indians  is  not  new  to  me.  While  in  law  school,  a professor 
told  my  class  that  "a  treaty  is  a scrap  piece  of  paper."  And  he  said  of 
anti-Indian  U.S.  Sen.  Slade  Gorton:  "If  (he)  was  elected  president  the 
problem  would  be  solved." 

Respecting  tribal  sovereignty  is  a matter  of  national  honor!  To  quote 
the  late  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Flugo  Black,  "Great  Nations,  like  men, 
should  keep  their  word." 
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American  Indian  group  unveils  ad  criticizing  Gorton 
By  KAREN  HUCKS 

c.  Scripps-McClatchy  Western  Service 
August  15,  2000 

TACOMA,  Wash.  - American  Indian  tribal  leaders  Monday  launched  a 
television  ad  campaign  attacking  Sen.  Slade  Gorton's  record  on  the 
environment . 

The  30-second  spot  - the  first  by  the  First  American  Education  Project  - 
criticizes  Gorton  for  his  support  of  the  Crown  Jewel  mine  proposal  in 
Okanogan  County. 

Gorton  inserted  language  into  an  emergency  spending  bill  last  year  that 
exempted  the  open-pit  gold  mine  from  an  Interior  Department  rule  that 
limits  the  size  of  waste  sites  at  hard-rock  mining  companies  on  federal 
lands . 

Operators  Battle  Mountain  Mining  propose  crushing  9.1  million  tons  of 
ore  to  produce  about  1.6  million  ounces  of  gold,  using  a cyanide  solution 
to  separate  the  metal  from  the  rock.  The  operation  - which  would  be  the 
state's  first  open-pit  gold  mine  - would  operate  round-the-clock  for  about 
10  years,  employing  144  people.  The  proposal  remains  under  review. 

Gorton  and  others  say  the  mine  would  bring  jobs  to  Okanogan  County, 
where  unemployment  is  in  the  double-digits,  but  Indian  tribes  and 


environmentalists  object , saying  the  project  threatens  streams  in  the  area. 

In  the  ad,  David  Whitener,  a Squaxin  Island  tribal  elder,  appears  with 
Indian  and  non-Indian  children. 

"When  we  think  of  the  environment,  we  want  our  children  to  think  seven 
generations  into  the  future,"  Whitener  says.  "So  when  people  mistreat  the 
earth,  what  kind  of  world  will  we  leave  our  children?" 

A photo  of  Gorton  appears,  and  a narrator  says,  "As  a senator,  Slade 
Gorton  bargained  away  our  state's  natural  beauty  to  pollutants.  Gorton 
used  a Kosovo  relief  bill  to  let  a Texas  company  dig  open-pit  cyanide 
leach  mines  in  Eastern  Washington." 

"If  society  doesn't  protect  our  natural  heritage,"  Whitener  says,  "our 
children  will  inherit  a wasteland." 

The  gold  mine  site  is  on  ancestral  land  of  the  Colville  Confederated 
Tribes,  which  made  the  project  particularly  sensitive  to  American  Indians, 
said  Russ  Lehman,  managing  director  of  the  project. 

Washington  Indian  tribes  formed  the  nonprofit  First  American  Education 
Project  in  April  1999  to  educate  the  public  about  American  Indian  issues 
and  Gorton's  record. 

Other  groups  have  already  weighed  in  during  Gorton's  re-election 
campaign;  an  insurance  industry-backed  group  praised  the  senator,  while  an 
environmental  group  attacked  him. 

Democrat  Maria  Cantwell  went  to  the  gold  mine  site  during  her  campaign 
kickoff  bus  tour  May  and  attacked  Gorton  for  supporting  the  proposal. 

"This  attack  represents  what  this  campaign  is  all  about  - restoring 
power  to  local  communities,  like  Okanogan  County,  to  make  the  decisions 
that  affect  their  daily  lives,"  Gorton  said  in  a prepared  release. 

The  TV  ad  won't  be  the  First  American  Education  Project's  last,  Lehman 
said . 

"We  would  rather  spend  this  money  in  other  areas,"  said  Brian  Cladoosby, 
chairman  of  the  Swinomish  Indian  Tribal  Community  in  LaConner  and  a First 
American  Education  Project  supporter.  "But  it  is  very  important  that 
elected  officials  know  that  tribes  are  no  longer  going  to  be  an  easy 
target  for  them.  We  will  step  forward  and  let  people  know  what  politicians 
are  doing  to  tribes." 

Bergman  said  the  ad  is  about  politics  rather  than  Gorton. 

"The  tribes  will  continue  to  target  Gorton  this  year  because  their 
credibility  is  at  stake,"  said  Gorton  spokeswoman  Cynthia  Bergman.  "They 
said  they  are  going  to  be  political  players  and  spend  millions  and  show 
the  world  they  can  knock  off  an  incumbent  U.S.  senator.  It's  about  the 
tribes  flexing  their  political  muscle." 
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Chickasaws  to  decide  on  location  of  new  Tribal  Headquarters 
By  Donna  Webb 

Leaders  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  Oklahoma's  fourth  largest  Indian 
Tribe,  plan  to  announce  a decision  soon  on  the  location  of  a new 
tribal  headquarters.  The  Chickasaw  Nation  Headquarters  presently 
serves  around  35,000  Chickasaw  people  in  13  Oklahoma  counties. 

In  1977,  when  the  Chickasaw  Government  built  their  first  tribal 
headquarters  in  Ada,  Oklahoma,  they  had  a workforce  of  fewer  than 
100.  Now  they  employ  around  1800  and  according  to  Governor  Bill 
Anoatubby,  "have  outgrown"  their  present  facility.  The  proposed 
headquarters  would  also  bring  together  the  three  branches  of 
government.  At  the  present  time,  the  judicial  branch  is  housed 
separately  from  the  executive  and  legislative  branches.  But  with  a 
projected  cost  of  between  $4  and  $7  million  dollars,  some  people 
consider  the  price  tag  of  the  new  headquarters  to  high. 

Former  Chickasaw  Lt.  Governor  David  Brown  is  one  that  disagrees  with 


the  proposed  relocation  and  construction  of  a new  tribal 
headquarters.  Brown,  who  served  as  Lt.  Governor  from  1991-99, 
believes  that  "Those  dollars  could  be  better  spent  on  education, 
health  care,  and  homes." 

Brown  believes  that  the  tribal  government  needs  to  put  more  money 
into  education  in  order  to  help  any  Chickasaw  person  that  wants  to 
better  him  or  herself.  According  to  Brown,  "Education  is  the  way 
that  you  raise  people  up." 

Brown  is  also  adamant  that  there  needs  to  be  a real  commitment  made 
to  health  care,  especially  one  that  would  deal  specifically  with  the 
growing  problem  of  Diabetes  and  how  those  affected  can  best  be 
helped . 

The  five  communities  that  have  prepared  proposals  for  the  Chickasaw 
Tribal  Committee  to  consider  are  Ada,  location  of  the  current  tribal 
headquarters,  Ardmore,  Tishomingo,  Davis,  and  Sulphur.  Proposal 
deadlines  were  April  3.  Since  that  time,  Chickasaw  Nation  Officials 
have  conducted  on-site  visits  to  the  28  various  proposed  sites 
located  in  Pontotoc,  Johnston,  Murray,  and  Carter  Counties. 

8 proposed  sites,  16  are  in  Murray  County.  One  especially  enticing 
site,  located  in  Sulphur,  would  give  the  Chickasaws  between  100-200 
acres  of  scenic  land,  with  the  city  providing  water  and  sewer  costs 
of  up  to  $100,000.  This  proposed  location,  referred  to  as  site  two, 
sits  to  the  east  of  Veterans  Lake  in  the  Chickasaw  National 
Recreation  Area  and  adjacent  to  site  four,  a 50  acre  site  where  the 
new  Chickasaw  Cultural  Center  will  be  built. 

Recently,  Chickasaw  Officials  have  been  revisiting  selected  cities 
to  hold  a series  of  town  meetings  where  local  citizens  are  welcome 
to  ask  questions,  voice  their  opinions,  or  just  offer  comments.  On 
Duly  20,  a large  crowd  of  between  250-300  Sulphur  and  Davis 
residents  filled  the  Murray  County  Fairground  Building  to  attend  the 
second  meeting  hosted  by  the  Chickasaw  Nation.  Citizens  lined  up  to 
greet  Chickasaw  officials  and  express  hopes  that  their  city  would  be 
chosen  as  the  new  location  for  the  headquarters.  Chickasaw  Council 
members  present  included  Governor  Bill  Anoatubby,  Lt.  Governor 
Jefferson  Keel,  Chickasaw  Tribal  Facilities  Administrator  Danny  Key 
and  several  members  of  the  legislature. 

During  the  meeting.  Governor  Anoatubby  reminded  those  in  attendance 
that  in  1975,  when  the  Chickasaw  Government  first  went  in  search  of 
a permanent  tribal  office  location,  offers  were  made  to  the  city  of 
Sulphur.  Unlike  city  leaders  and  residents  now,  townspeople  at  that 
time  showed  little  enthusiasm. 

In  the  closing  moments  of  the  meeting,  officials  gave  no  clue  as  to 
their  decision  on  the  relocation  and  noted,  "that  they  have  not 
picked  a site  or  contacted  contractors." 

A final  decision  may  come  by  the  end  of  September.  However,  an 
announcement  will  not  be  made  until  Chickasaw  Leaders  are  positive 
they  have  made  the  right  choice.  Although  the  planned  move  would  be 
a much-needed  boost  to  the  economy  for  the  selected  community, 
Chickasaw  Government  Officials  have  to  consider  what  would  be  most 
advantageous  for  the  Chickasaw  Nation.  Lt.  Governor  Keel  explained 
it  to  Murray  County  residents  this  way,  "Our  commitment  is  to  our 
people. " 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
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SOUTHEAST  GROUPS  GET  FUNDS  FOR  REPATRIATION  OF  ARTIFACTS 
The  Associated  Press 
(Published  August  7,  2000) 

Duneau  --  Two  Southeast  Native  groups  have  received  a total  of  $88,000 
from  the  National  Park  Service  for  repatriation  of  artifacts  currently 
held  by  museums. 

Cape  Fox  Corp.  is  receiving  $15,000  to  enable  it  to  repatriate  the 
Teikweidi  totem  pole  from  the  Peabody  Museum  in  Massachusetts.  The  18-foot 
totem  was  removed  by  the  Harriman  Expedition  in  1899. 

"They  spent  a couple  of  hours  on  our  beautiful,  white  sand  beach,"  said 
Irene  Shields  Dundas,  repatriation  manager  for  Cape  Fox,  "and  then  they 
started  removing  things." 

Objects  taken  include  six  totems,  a complete  tribal  house,  Chilkat 
blankets  from  a grave,  memorial  posts,  box  drums  and  masks.  The  35  items 
are  at  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  in  New  York  City, 

Cornell  University  in  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  the  Field  Museum  in  Chicago  and  the 
Burke  Museum  in  Seattle. 

The  Organized  Village  of  Kake  will  receive  a grant  of  $73,295  to  conduct 
an  assessment  of  museum  and  federal  agency  collections  and  prioritize 
items  for  repatriation . Executive  assistant  Dawn  Dackson  is  in  charge  of 
the  effort. 

"We  don't  have  any  specific  objects  we're  going  after  yet,"  lackson  said, 
"but  we  have  received  tips  from  another  repatriation  representative  who 
has  been  to  museums  on  the  East  Coast.  We  are  going  through  inventories 
looking  for  things  from  Kake.  Human  remains  will  be  pursued  as  well  as 
cultural  material,"  she  said. 
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Tribes  Return  Bison  To  Circle  Of  Life 
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By  TERRY  WOSTER 

Argus  Leader 

LOWER  BRULE  --  Sometimes,  when  Sheldon  Fletcher  craves  a break  in  his 
duties  as  wildlife  specialist  with  the  Lower  Brule  Sioux  Tribe,  he  rides 
an  all-terrain  vehicle  into  the  Missouri  River  breaks  to  watch  the 
buffalo. 

The  massive  animals  of  the  ancient  plains  have  an  enduring  sense  of 
dignity  that  stills  any  unrest  in  his  life,  Fletcher  says. 

"I  can't  explain  it  but  to  say  I feel  at  peace,"  he  said.  "They  are 
magnificent  animals.  We  can  learn  a lot  from  them.  I'm  glad  the  tribes  are 
trying  to  reintroduce  buffalo  to  their  cultures." 

Tribes  in  South  Dakota  and  across  the  nation  are  bringing  back  the 
buffalo.  Some  are  motivated  by  economics  and  the  possibility  of  a tourist 
attraction,  to  be  sure.  But  most  also  are  serious  about  restoring  a 
relationship  between  humans  and  animals  that  was  a part  of  life  for 
American  Indians  before  railroads,  buffalo  hunters  and  the  onslaught  of 
farming  and  building  of  cities  all  but  wiped  bison  from  the  United  States. 

But  to  want  to  bring  back  the  buffalo  and  to  actually  operate  a healthy, 
growing  herd  are  two  different  things.  Heritage  and  historical 
relationships  or  not,  many  Indians  don't  know  much  about  living  around 
buffalo,  says  Wolf  Smoke,  one  of  the  speakers  at  a summer  institute  on 
bison  held  Wednesday  through  Friday  at  Lower  Brule. 

Similar  institutes  have  been  held  on  other  reservations  in  past  summers. 


This  year's  gathering  was  titled  "Restoring  Natural  Systems."  It  was 
sponsored  by  the  Intertribal  Bison  Cooperative  and  Northern  Plains  Bison 
Education  Network. 

The  stereotypical  thinking  is  that  an  Indian  just  by  his  race  understands 
buffalo  better  than  a non-Indian,  said  Smoke,  a Lakota  man  who  has  worked 
with  buffalo  in  public  and  private  herds.  He  talked  at  the  institute  about 
the  psychology  of  buffalo. 

"The  truth  is,  it  takes  understanding  and  respect  to  deal  with  buffalo, 
and  it  doesn't  matter  what  color  you  are,  you  need  to  learn  those  things," 
Smoke  said. 

He  has  spent  hours  watching  buffalo  herds,  studying  how  the  animals  act 
and  react  with  each  other. 

The  herd  assembles  much  as  a traditional  Indian  society  did,  with  the 
calves  and  yearlings  protected  by  the  older  animals.  The  young  adults  tend 
to  locate  themselves  on  the  outer  edges  of  the  herd  to  be  the  first  line 
of  defense  against  predators  and  other  danger. 

'Less  violent  than  humans' 

"A  lot  of  people  are  scared  of  bison  because  of  their  size  and  power," 
Smoke  said.  "There's  no  reason  to  be  afraid.  They're  less  violent  than 
humans . " 

Even  though  buffalo  are  large  and  strong,  they're  also  fragile  creatures. 
Mishandling  them  causes  stress  that  is  sometimes  so  intense  the  animal 
will  die,  said  Dudi  Wood,  bison  project  coordinator  for  the  Lower  Brule 
tribe . 

"You  can  get  a buffalo  to  do  anything  it  wants  to  do,"  she  said  as  she 
introduced  a video  on  stress-free  handling  of  buffalo. 

A key  tenet  of  the  developing  program  is  to  recognize  the  "flight  space" 
of  the  animal,  she  said.  That's  an  unmarked  zone  around  each  buffalo,  but 
a human  can  tell  if  the  zone  has  been  violated  because  the  animal  will 
either  move  away  or  begin  making  aggressive  movements.  When  a buffalo's 
flight  space  is  invaded,  the  animal's  stress  level  increases. 

"Sometimes  you  need  to  back  off,  take  some  time  and  convince  the  animal 
that  what  you  want  it  to  do  is  really  what  it  wants  to  do,"  Wood  said. 

Smoke  agreed,  telling  of  an  instance  in  which  a bull  from  a herd  in  a 
public  park  attacked  a human.  The  animal  was  called  unpredictable,  but  the 
people  who  said  that  missed  all  the  signs  that  the  buffalo  was  becoming 
agitated  as  its  flight  space  was  penetrated.  Smoke  said. 

"He'd  been  giving  the  guy  signals  for  a long  time  about  having  his  space 
invaded,"  he  said.  At  some  point,  realizing  the  human  wasn't  getting  the 
message,  the  bull  decided  "to  take  him  out,  and  then  the  animal  is  called 
unpredictable. " 

Sebastian  Brown,  a native  of  Switzerland  interning  with  the  buffalo 
program  at  the  Cheyenne  River  Indian  Reservation,  attended  the  institute 
as  part  of  an  ongoing  study  of  relationships  between  people  and  animals. 
"It's  fascinating  to  watch  how  the  buffalo  and  the  people  who  work  with 
them  respond  to  each  other,"  he  said.  "I've  been  captivated  by  the  whole 
experience. " 

Restoring  their  role 

The  InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative,  headquartered  in  Rapid  City,  is  a group 
of  more  than  50  federally  recognized  tribes  that  have  dedicated  themselves 
to  restoring  the  buffalo  to  Indian  country. 

"The  buffalo  is  such  an  integral  part  of  the  history  and  culture,  the 
religion  and  spiritual  life  of  the  Indian  people,  it  needs  to  be  brought 
back  into  their  lives,"  said  Gerald  Dewey,  who  attended  the  institute  for 
the  intertribal  group.  "It  was  food,  shelter  and  religion,  an  essential 
part  of  the  culture.  But,  it  takes  a lot  of  learning  and  relearning  to  get 
a herd  established." 

Dewey's  group  is  instrumental  in  getting  buffalo  distributed  to  tribes 
across  the  country. 

The  intertribal  organization  buys  some  animals  from  private  herds  and 
others  from  public  herds,  such  as  the  one  in  Badlands  National  Park.  Lower 
Brule,  which  started  a buffalo  herd  more  than  20  years  ago,  has  in  recent 
years  bought  some  animals  from  the  Badlands  when  the  park  reduced  its  herd 


to  keep  the  numbers  manageable  for  the  available  land,  Fletcher  said. 

The  intertribal  cooperative  also  helps  with  federal  grants  that  give 
tribes  money  to  maintain  and  improve  the  herds,  he  said. 

Among  the  tribe's  goals  is  to  instill  in  its  members  a habit  of  eating 
buffalo  more  often.  Buffalo  meat  is  provided  to  the  schools.  Head  Start 
and  other  programs,  and  to  the  elderly  and  diabetic,  Fletcher  said.  It  is 
sold  at  a favorable  price  to  other  tribal  members  to  encourage  more 
consumption . 

"It's  both  healthy  and  a tradition  we're  trying  to  bring  back,"  he  said. 
Herd  size  reaches  300 

At  Lower  Brule,  buffalo  are  kept  in  three  pastures.  There  are  85  buffalo 
and  180  elk  in  a 3,000-acre  pasture  along  the  Missouri  River  just  north 
and  west  of  the  town  of  Lower  Brule.  Another  herd  of  115  buffalo  is 
pastured  on  tribal  land  north  of  Kennebec.  The  third  herd,  100  animals,  is 
outside  the  reservation  boundaries  on  a ranch  the  tribe  bought  a few  years 
ago  8 miles  southeast  of  Fort  Pierre. 

That  last  spot  is  where  tribal  leaders  hope  to  build  a buffalo 
interpretive  center.  Officials  want  to  take  advantage  of  the  designation 
of  Highway  1806  as  a Native  American  Scenic  Byway  to  try  to  draw  visitors 
to  the  interpretive  center  and  on  down  the  river  to  Lower  Brule  itself. 

The  herd  closest  to  town  already  draws  a fair  number  of  visitors,  Fletcher 
said.  Sometimes,  the  buffalo  can  be  seen  from  the  highway  a few  miles  west 
of  the  community.  Often,  though,  visitors  intent  on  seeing  buffalo  must 
pile  into  four-wheel-drive  vehicles  and  be  hauled  across  the  river  bluffs 
to  whatever  spot  the  herd  happens  to  be  occupying  that  day. 

On  a recent  outing,  Fletcher  drove  with  a newspaper  reporter  and 
photographer  for  more  than  an  hour  before  he  spotted  most  of  the  herd 
spread  across  the  gently  rounded  top  of  a gumbo  bluff.  With  the  Big  Bend 
of  the  Missouri  River  and  the  green  of  an  East  River  mint  farm  as  a 
backdrop,  he  pointed  out  the  calves,  cows  and  young  males.  The  animals 
stood  in  the  bright  sunshine  of  a 98-degree  afternoon,  dropping  from  time 
to  time  to  roll  in  the  gumbo  dust  to  discourage  biting  flies. 

On  both  sides  of  the  ridge,  the  land  dropped  away  into  steep  valleys  thick 
with  cedar  and  cottonwood  trees.  As  Fletcher  and  his  visitors  watched,  a 
small  herd  of  elk  broke  from  the  shade  of  the  valley  and  moved  easily  over 
a ridge. 

"The  elk  like  it  in  the  shade,  but  when  it's  hot,  the  buffalo  prefer  to  be 
out  in  the  open,  where  they  can  catch  the  breeze  and  wallow  a little  to 
keep  the  insects  away,"  Fletcher  said. 

His  radio  crackled,  and  he  answered  a call  from  another  conservation 
officer.  The  caller  had  Smoke  and  a crew  from  a public  television  station 
with  him.  They  were  shooting  tape  for  a documentary  on  buffalo  and  tribes, 
and  the  caller  wondered  where  to  find  the  animals. 

Fletcher  gave  directions.  On  the  bluff  below,  a few  of  the  buffalo  started 
to  drift  north,  toward  the  river  bottom.  The  tribe  has  an  8-foot-high 
fence  in  place  to  keep  the  animals  from  plunging  in  and  swimming  across  to 
the  mint  and  corn  fields  in  the  bottom  land  across  the  channel. 

"They'd  go  right  across  if  they  had  access  to  the  river,"  Fletcher  said. 
Then  he  stood  silent  a moment,  watching  the  buffalo  amble  over  the  cracked 
earth  of  the  bluffs. 

"Really,  I could  watch  these  guys  for  hours  at  a time,"  he  said,  finally. 
"There's  nothing  like  it." 

"RE:  Buffalo  News"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  10:19:29  -0600 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Buffalo  News 

Note: 

We  have  just  received  notice  of  possible  evacuation  at  our  West 
Yellowstone  cabin/office  because  of  forest  fire.  Please  send  prayers 
and  keep  us  in  your  thoughts 


In  this  Update: 


* Update  From  The  Park  (Buffalo  Field  Campaign  is  the  only  group 
working  in  the  Field  365  days  a year) 

* Almost  time  to  get  firewood  again  - Truck  needed 

* New  news  (newsletters) 

* Buffalo  Poacher  (who  has  contract  with  the  State  of  Montana)  gets  Off. . . 
Flello  from  BFC; 

We  are  having  a great  summer.  It's  nice  to  see  the  buffalo  free  and  safe 
in  Yellowstone.  Our  table  is  set  up  at  Artist  Point  in  Yellowstone 
National  Park  and  we  did  have  a table  in  the  Teton  National  Park  for 
two  weeks.  Currently,  we  are  unable  to  have  the  Teton  table  due  to 
our  small  numbers  of  volunteers  but  we  are  hoping  that  will  change. 

As  always,  the  visitors  to  the  parks  support  us  in  what  we  are  doing. 

We  usually  talk  to  about  300  people  a day  in  the  Park.  So  the  reality 
of  this  is  that  once  people  hear  about  the  issue,  the  people  of  the 
world  do  not  want  buffalo  to  be  slaughtered. 

Thanks  to  all  for  visiting  us  at  the  table.  A big  thanks  for  all 
your  supportive  notes.  It's  hard  for  a volunteer  to  "give  up"  their 
entire  summer  and  sit  in  a hot  parking  lot  talking  to  folks  surviving 
on  peanut  butter  sandwiches!  The  words  of  support  (and  occasional 
care  packages)  sure  help  out! 

Thanks  to  all  the  volunteers  who  have  come  and  helped  out  for  a week 
or  two  this  summer,  also! 

A hearty  thanks  to  Crosby,  Stills,  Nash  and  Young  and  Flonour  the 
Earth  as  well  as  the  Fund  for  Wild  Nature,  Y2Y,  and  the  Acorn 
Foundation  for  their  support! 

If  anyone  is  visiting  Yellowstone  Park  please  stop  by  our  table  or 
visit  us  at  our  home  in  West  Yellowstone, MT.  We  enjoy  meeting  the 
people  who  support  us  in  what  we  do.  Please  let  us  know  in  advance 
of  your  visit  so  we  can  set  up  a time  to  meet  with  you  and  give  you 
the  nickel  tour.  We  also  need  help  during  the  next  month  for 
committed  volunteers  to  table  - give  us  a call  if  you  have  a week  or 
so  to  spend  in  the  Park. 

For  the  Buffalo, 

Valerie 

Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
(formerly  Buffalo  Nations) 

PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies.org 
www .wild roc kies . org/buff alo 

A reminder  - a donation  of  $36  keeps  one  volunteer  in  the  field  for 
one  week.  Thanks  for  your  support!  (Donations  are  tax  deductible...) 

BFC  is  in  need  of  a truck  that  could  handle  getting  firewood  (usually 
about  40  cords  each  year). 

Vehicle  Donations  are  tax  deductible  at  blue  book  value. 

If  you  have  a possible  vehicle  that  is  reliable  - we  don't  have  funds 
for  fixer  uppers  - Please  contact  us  at  buffalo@wildrockies . org 
As  always 

Thanks  for  your  support! 

New  newsletters.... 

By  now  - we  hope  that  you  all  have  received  a copy  of  our  new  info 
packed  newsletter.  It  is  a great  outreach  tool  to  share  with  friends 
and  family  so  that  they  learn  about  the  issue.  Please  let  us  know 
(at  stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org)  what  you  think  about  this 
issue  and  any  suggestions  that  you  might  have,  (and  - who  got  the 
crossword  puzzle  completely  completed?  - Congrats!) 

A HUGE  Thanks  to  all  the  writers/photographers/layout 
folks/editors/artists/mailing  volunteers  that  worked  so  hard  on  this 
project . 

If  you  haven't  received  a copy  or  have  moved  - please  send  us 


(buffalo@wildrockies.org)  your  snail  mail  address  and  we  will  get  you 
a copy. 

If  you  have  a summer  venue  (concert, table  at  fair,  pow-wow)  coming  up 
and  would  like  multiple  copies  - Please  contact  us. 

We  can  really  use  help  with  postage/printing  costs  - so  donations  are 
also  appreciated  and  as  always  tax  deductible, 
for  the  buffalo! 

Thanks  also  to  the  National  Bison  Association  for  printing  BFC  BOD 
member,  Flo  Gardipee's  article  in  their  last  edition  of  "Bison  World"! 

Thursday,  Duly  6th  2000 

Koelzer  found  guilty  only  of  wasting  game  meat 
By  DOAN  HAINES  Chronicle  Staff  Writer 

West  Yellowstone's  Dale  Koelzer  was  found  guilty  Wednesday  of  wasting 
a game  animal  but  innocent  of  illegal  hunting  when  he  shot  and  killed 
a buffalo  Sept.  27  on  his  land. 

The  six-person  jury  declared  the  80-year-old  Koelzer  not  guilty  of 
unlawful  hunting  during  a closed  season  or  possessing  an  unlawfully 
killed  animal. 

Koelzer  first  denied  he  shot  the  bull  on  his  Duck  Creek  property, 
then  admitted  he  killed  it,  fearing  the  animal  was  about  to  ram  his 
pickup  truck. 

The  carcass  was  discovered  on  Koelzer 's  property  just  outside 
Yellowstone  National  Park  by  members  of  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign,  a 
group  protesting  the  killing  of  buffalo  when  they  leave  the  park  and 
enter  Montana.  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  members  notified  the  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  saying  they  had  a video  of  the 
carcass . 

The  jury  arrived  at  the  unanimous  verdict  after  considering  the  case 
for  just  45  minutes  following  a four-hour  trial  in  Dustice  of  the 
Peace  Scott  Wyckman's  court. 

Koelzer  was  fined  $320  on  the  charge  of  wasting  game  meat. 

Bill  Bartlett,  Koelzer 's  lawyer,  and  Deputy  County  Attorney  Todd 
Whipple,  the  prosecutor  in  the  case,  will  file  arguments  on  state 
laws  requiring  suspension  of  fishing  and  hunting  privileges.  The 
judge  will  then  decide  whether  those  privileges  should  be  suspended. 

After  the  verdict,  Koelzer  said,  "I  don't  think  I was  guilty  of 
anything,  but  you  have  to  go  by  what  the  jury  decides." 

Whipple  said  "the  jury  weighed  the  evidence  and  came  to  a verdict 
which  was  probably  appropriate  under  the  facts  and  circumstances. 

"Our  ultimate  goal  was  to  hold  Mr.  Koelzer  accountable  for  his 
conduct,"  Whipple  said.  "I  think  there's  no  doubt  the  jury  told  him 
what  he  did  was  wrong  and  the  jury  sent  a message  that  he  will  be 
held  accountable  for  such  conduct  in  the  future." 

Buffalo  have  been  shot  by  government  agencies  in  Montana  because  some 
carry  brucellosis,  a disease  which  causes  cows  to  abort.  The  state 
Department  of  Livestock  and  ranchers  fear  Montana  could  lose  its 
brucellosis-free  status  if  a buffalo  were  to  transmit  the  disease  to 
cattle.  That  has  never  happened  in  the  wild,  buffalo  advocates  point 
out.  The  brucellosis  bacteria  also  can  be  transmitted  to  humans  in 
the  form  of  undulant  fever. 

Bartlett  said  his  client  was  caught  in  a "buffalo  imbroglio"  between 
two  state  agencies.  The  issue  is  which  agency  is  in  charge  --  the 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  or  the  Department  of  Livestock 
--  when  the  animals  enter  Montana.  A 1995  law  transferred  state  bison 
management  authority  from  FWP  to  DOL. 

It's  a confusing  issue,  Bartlett  said.  It  appears  that  where  a 
buffalo  issue  has  to  do  with  disease,  DOL  is  in  charge.  "If  buffalo 
and  people  are  involved,  FWP  is  in  charge." 

During  the  trial,  Koelzer  testified  he  had  tried  to  herd  the  bull 
away  from  his  barn  twice  with  his  pickup,  and  the  third  time  the 
animal  made  a "half -charge"  toward  his  truck.  "Buffalo  aren't  worth 
much,"  he  said.  "There  are  plenty  of  them.  When  my  truck  was  in 
danger,  too  bad  for  the  buffalo." 

After  killing  the  buffalo,  Koelzer  notified  his  friend  Dohn  Nunnes  of 


West  Yellowstone  that  the  carcass  was  on  his  land  and  asked  if  Nunnes 
wanted  to  deal  with  the  animal. 

"I  was  going  to  cape  it  out  and  quarter  it  up/'  Nunnes  said.  "Dale 
said  it  was  an  older  bull,  probably  tough.  I decided  not  to  butcher 
it."  He  took  the  partial  cape  and  the  head  to  his  home,  but  returned 
it  to  Koelzer  when  he  learned  an  investigation  was  ongoing. 

During  the  trial,  Koelzer  said  he  didn't  tell  FWP  officials  he  had 
shot  the  animal  because  in  past  years  FWP  had  objected  to  his  feeding 
elk,  which  created  bad  blood  between  him  and  some  FWP  officials.  He 
intended  to  notify  DOL  officials  in  Helena  within  72  hours  that  he 
had  shot  the  buffalo  rather  than  the  West  Yellowstone  DOL  worker  who 
questioned  him  about  the  killing. 

The  state  Department  of  Livestock  keeps  a trap  on  Koelzer 's  land,  and 
tests  buffalo  for  brucellosis  there.  Those  that  test  positive  for  the 
disease  are  slaughtered  and  those  that  test  negative  are  released 
back  into  the  park. 

Koelzer  said  he  had  killed  three  other  buffalo  on  his  Duck  Creek 
land,  two  with  DOL  permission,  because  he  feared  they  would  hurt  his 
horses . 


HAve  you  bought  your  T-shirt  yet?  - Both  designs  look  great,  are 

organic, peroxide  bleached  & organic  naturals  cotton.  They  make  great 

gifts  (&  help  out  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign,  too)!! 

http: //www. wild roc kies .org/buffalo/teez . html 

Current  info  on  the  plight  of  the  last  wild  buffalo: 

http: //www.wildrockies .org/buffalo 

BFC  is  the  only  group  working  365  days  a year  in  Yellowstone  with  the  buffalo. 
Help  get  the  word  out  - distribute  newsletters  in  your  community  - 
write  to:  buffalo@wildrockies . org 


Schedule  a showing  of  the  Buffalo  Compilation  Video  in  your 

community.  For  more  info:  mailto:cmcr@wildrockies.org 

List -Sub scribe : mailto :Stop-the-Slaughter-on@vortex. wild roc kies .org 

- — "RE:  Navajo  Uranium  Miners  Never  Warned"  

Date:  Mon,  31  Dul  2000  09:37:22  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  07-31-2000 
Forwarded  by  Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Navajo  Uranium  Miners  Never  Warned  Work  Could  Kill  Them 
By  DEBORAH  HASTINGS 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
7/30/2000 

COVE,  Ariz.  - Inside  the  stifling  cinderblock  house  of  Dorothy  Doe, 
nothing  moves  but  waves  of  grief. 

One  by  one,  the  old  widow  and  her  children  begin  to  sob,  as  if  despair 
were  contagious.  The  weeping  circle  begins  and  ends  with  her,  sitting  at 
the  dining  room  table,  staring  at  weathered  hands  as  if  they  held  answers. 

She  murmurs  in  Navajo,  describing  the  white  man's  prized  uranium  and  how 
it  destroyed  her  husband. 

"They  never  told  us  it  would  kill  us,"  says  David,  38,  choking  on  his 
tears.  "I'm  sorry,"  the  son  says,  drawing  a deep  breath.  "I'm  sorry." 

They  received  $100,000  from  the  government,  a check  drawn  to  equal  the 
life  of  Raymond  Doe,  who  scraped  radioactive  rock  from  surrounding 
mountains  to  fuel  the  Cold  War.  It  was  never  fought,  but  it  killed  Ray  Doe 
just  the  same. 

He  died  six  years  ago  but  his  family  is  inconsolable,  as  if  he  were  just 
now  drawing  his  last  breath  from  these  stagnant  rooms. 

Lung  disease  has  killed  at  least  400  uranium  miners  on  this  reservation, 
according  to  the  Uranium  Radiation  Victims  Committee,  a Navajo  advocacy 
group . 

The  Navajo  Nation  covers  27,000  square  miles  in  the  Four  Corners  area, 
where  the  boundaries  of  Arizona,  Utah,  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  intersect 


like  the  cross  hairs  of  a rifle  scope. 

Here  lies  the  world's  largest  deposit  of  uranium  ore,  and  the  Navajo  who 
have  lived  on  it  for  seven  centuries.  Neither  troubled  the  other  until  the 
1940s,  when  mining  companies  began  blasting  holes  in  stippled  sandstone 
cliffs . 

Virtually  unburdened  by  health,  safety  or  pollution  regulations,  the 
mines  ran  at  least  two  shifts  every  day  for  nearly  40  years.  By  the  1980s, 
decreased  demand  closed  the  mines. 

By  then,  Navajo  men  happy  for  the  work  and  ignorant  of  radiation  had 
loaded  millions  of  tons  of  ore  into  open  rail  cars. 

They  wore  no  protective  masks  or  clothing.  They  ate  their  lunches  in 
holes  choked  with  radioactive  dust.  They  drank  mine  water  that  would  have 
triggered  a Geiger  counter.  They  staggered  home  to  wives  who  washed  their 
filthy  overalls  with  the  family  laundry. 

The  dying  started  in  the  1960s.  In  places  such  as  Cove,  there  are  hardly 
any  old  men  left.  Instead,  there  are  poisonous  dumps,  contaminated  springs 
and  thousands  of  gaping  mines. 

Recently  declassified  documents  show  the  government  knew  from  the  start 
it  was  playing  with  poison  but  concealed  the  dangers. 

In  1990,  Congress  passed  the  Radiation  Exposure  Compensation  Act  and 
apologized  for  failing  to  protect  uranium  workers  and  their  families.  It 
ordered  payments  of  up  to  $100,000  to  miners  in  Wyoming,  Washington  state 
and  the  Four  Corners  area,  as  well  as  to  others  who  lived  in  the  Nevada 
Test  Site's  fallout. 

The  money  did  not  come  easily.  To  get  it,  the  Navajo  had  to  produce 
documents  which  have  no  place  among  their  people.  Marriage  certificates. 
Death  certificates.  Pieces  of  paper  unable  to  convey  whole  truths. 

A special  tribal  court  was  convened  to  verify  marriages,  births  and 
deaths,  a process  that  takes  months.  Witnesses  must  appear  "to  verify, 
sometimes,  a person's  existence,"  said  Timothy  Benally,  a former  miner  who 
leads  the  victims  committee.  "We  had  six  people  die  while  their  claims 
were  pending." 

On  Duly  12,  Congress  amended  the  compensation  act,  increasing  benefits 
and  reducing  paperwork.  Still,  the  Navajo  say  it  is  not  enough. 

"Nothing  can  equal  a human  life,"  says  Mrs.  Doe. 

Like  the  reservations,  radiation  is  now  part  of  the  white  man's  legacy  - 
a primer  on  what  happens  when  the  government  tries  to  make  amends  for 
debts  no  man  can  pay. 

The  Navajo  call  themselves  Dine  (DinEH),  meaning  "the  people." 

Four  Corners  looks  much  as  it  did  when  they  arrived  in  the  1300s  from 
Northwest  Canada.  Red  rock  rises  from  upland  plains.  Deep  canyons  give  way 
to  barren  badlands.  The  mountains,  always  green,  sprout  cedar  and  locoweed 

To  the  Navajo  this  is  the  Promised  Land.  The  natural  wonders  of  Shiprock 
Canyon  de  Chelly  and  Rainbow  Bridge  are  the  dwelling  places  of  their  Holy 
Ones . 

They  plotted  life  according  to  nature's  cycles.  Many  still  do.  In  summer 
when  the  valley  shimmers  in  110-degree  heat,  they  climbed  to  the  mountains 
In  winter,  when  howling  winds  batter  the  highlands,  they  returned  to  their 
hogans  - dome-shaped  dwellings  of  logs  and  clay  - on  the  lowland. 

>From  the  Spaniards,  they  learned  to  herd.  From  the  pueblo  people,  they 
learned  to  plant. 

White  soldiers  came  in  the  1800s.  During  the  Long  Walk  of  1864,  more 
than  8,000  starving  Navajo  were  driven  300  miles  in  the  dead  of  winter  to 
Fort  Sumner  on  the  Pecos  River.  There,  they  were  prisoners.  Nearly  four 
years  later,  in  during  a searing  drought,  they  were  sent  back  to  a ravaged 
homeland  now  called  a reservation. 

Decades  passed.  With  each  one,  it  became  increasingly  clear  that  a life 
on  the  reservation  wasn't  much  of  a life  at  all.  There  was  little  work  and 
less  to  do. 

In  the  middle  of  World  War  II,  when  the  government  wanted  something,  it 
came  calling  in  the  name  of  patriotism. 

First  it  courted  men  to  be  Code  Talkers.  The  Dapanese,  who  broke  nearly 
every  U.S.  radio  code,  never  cracked  spoken  Navajo.  Then,  the  government 
wanted  uranium  to  make  atomic  bombs. 


When  Kerr-McGee  and  other  corporations  arrived  to  run  the  mines,  no  one 
on  the  reservation  thought  twice  about  the  work.  Navajo  miners  were  paid 
$45  a week,  a small  sum  even  then  but  better  than  nothing. 

Kerr-McGee  declined  comment.  "This  is  a subject  that  is  under  litigation 
said  a spokeswoman.  The  company  is  being  sued  for  allegedly  causing  the 
deaths  of  two  Navajo  by  exposing  them  to  radiation. 

The  Oklahoma-based  company  gained  notoriety  for  environmental  accidents 
and  the  1970s  saga  of  employee  Karen  Silkwood,  which  was  turned  into  a 
film.  The  energy  conglomerate  was  America's  leading  producer  and  refiner 
of  uranium. 

Johnny  Sam,  now  60,  worked  a hopper  for  five  years  beginning  in  1975, 
examining  chunks  of  rock  under  a special  light  to  identify  high-grade 
uranium.  The  good  stuff  was  blue.  The  low-grade  was  gray. 

Most  was  yellow,  meaning  average.  "Leetso"  is  the  Navajo  word  for 
uranium.  It  means  "yellow  brown"  or  "yellow  dirt." 

"They  didn't  explain  to  us  what  it  did  to  you,"  says  Sam,  his  dark  eyes 
scanning  the  hillsides  of  Church  Rock,  which  is  17  miles  northeast  of 
Gallup,  N.M.,  and  site  of  one  of  the  biggest  nuclear  accidents  in  U.S. 
history. 

In  1979,  a dam  collapsed  at  United  Nuclear  Corp.,  unleashing  93  million 
gallons  of  radioactive  waste  that  flowed  115  miles  into  Arizona. 

Regulators  say  there  was  no  long-term  environmental  damage. 

Residents  including  Benally  say  there  is  so  much  radiation  sickness  and 
contamination  in  Four  Corners,  who  can  isolate  the  effect  of  a specific 
incident? 

Sam  remembers  foremen  ordering  miners  into  smoky  shafts  minutes  after  a 
TNT  blast.  The  longest  tunnels  ran  1,800  feet,  often  with  no  ventilation. 
The  men  trudged  in,  their  hats  beaming  shafts  of  light,  their  lungs 
filling  with  radioactive  dust. 

It's  been  20  years  since  Sam  wore  a miner's  hat.  His  breath  comes  hard 
now  and  his  lungs  burn.  He's  never  smoked  cigarettes;  he  blames  the  mines. 

"Nothing  bothered  us  right  away,"  he  said.  "Fifteen  or  20  years  later, 
things  bother  you." 

Cove  Mesa,  which  rises  more  than  100  feet  above  the  tiny  outpost  of  Cove 
is  a four-hour  drive  to  the  west.  Here,  nothing  moves  but  a lizard 
trailing  a fine  rain  of  dusty  rock. 

Donald  Ellison  Jr.,  39,  points  to  blank  mine  faces,  each  bearing  a 
spray-painted  number.  Ellison  left  a well-paying  highway  job  in  Shiprock 
for  temporary  mine  reclamation  work  in  Cove.  He  wanted  to  come  home.  His 
89-year-old  father  has  been  diagnosed  with  lung  cancer. 

Donald  Ellison  Sr.,  mined  uranium  for  seven  years  at  40  cents  an  hour, 
starting  in  1947.  He  spends  his  last  days  herding  sheep,  walking  the  land 
he  was  born  on. 

The  son's  job  was  to  blast  shut  the  abandoned  shafts.  His  crew  counted  2 
000  of  them  within  a 20-mile  radius  of  here.  No  one  is  sure  how  many 
pockmark  the  rest  of  the  reservation. 

"The  people  use  these  mines  to  shelter  their  sheep,"  Donald  Ellison  Jr., 
says.  "They  store  hay  and  grain  in  there  and  then  feed  it  to  the  sheep. 
Then  they  eat  the  sheep." 

Benally  first  walked  into  these  holes  in  1948  when  he  was  14.  "The 
mining  company  said,  'The  government  needs  a lot  of  this  stuff.'  That's 
all  they  told  us,"  Benally  said. 

He  worked  on  and  off  until  1964.  He  says  he  cannot  get  compensation 
because  the  government  decided  that  he  hadn't  been  blasted  with  enough 
radiation  to  meet  its  exposure  standards. 

Anger  is  not  the  Navajo  way. 

"What  would  you  have  us  do?"  Benally  asks.  "To  say  'Enough  is  enough' 
means  I take  up  a gun  and  start  killing  people."  He  stops,  lets  this  hang 
in  the  dusty  air. 

"What  we  would  really  like,"  he  says  evenly,  "is  for  the  government  to 
come  in  and  clean  up  this  mess  they  made." 

Lung  cancer  is  a torturous  and  humiliating  way  to  die. 

Breathing  is  agony.  Control  is  lost  over  private  things. 


To  his  family,  the  swift  demise  of  Ray  Doe  was  stupefying.  Suddenly,  the 
sturdy  bear  of  a man  weighed  less  than  100  pounds  and  couldn't  get  out  of 
bed . 

"He  tried  to  stay  strong  'til  the  end,"  says  David  Doe.  "But  there  was 
nothing  left  of  him." 

It  started  with  wheezing.  Ray  Doe  couldn't  catch  his  breath.  He  found 
himself  unable  to  haul  well  water  to  the  house  he  had  built  with  his  two 
hands.  His  family  took  him  to  hospitals  in  Albuquerque,  Gallup  and 
Farmington.  But  the  cancer  in  his  lungs  was  too  far  gone. 

Six  months  after  his  diagnosis,  Ray  Doe  died. 

His  66-year-old  widow  touches  the  tip  of  each  finger,  ticking  off  the 
names  of  other  widows.  When  she  runs  out  of  fingers,  she  looks  past  the 
weeping  faces  of  her  children,  scanning  a list  in  her  head. 

"Some  remarried,"  she  says.  "I  married  my  husband.  I still  have  feelings 
for  him.  That  is  why  I am  single." 

It  was  the  widows  who  first  petitioned  the  government  in  1960  for 
redress.  As  their  husbands  died,  they  began  to  talk  among  themselves.  And 
to  notice  things.  Like  the  way  death  started  with  not  being  able  to  catch 
a full  breath. 

The  wives  remembered  other  things  that  seized  their  hearts.  How  they 
used  to  bring  uranium  chunks  in  the  house  at  night  so  their  children  could 
watch  them  glow  in  the  dark.  How  their  husbands'  work  clothes,  covered  in 
radioactive  muck,  sometimes  sat  in  the  kitchen  for  a week  because  running 
water  didn't  come  to  this  reservation  until  the  1980s. 

"The  government  destroyed  this  community,"  said  David  Doe.  "They 
destroyed  our  lives." 

The  $100,000  from  Washington,  D.C.,  does  not  ease  his  mother's  pain. 

Most  of  it  went  toward  her  husband's  medical  bills. 

The  government  should  give  more,  says  Mrs.  Doe. 

"A  new  home,"  she  says,  as  if  that  might  mend  her  heart.  "They  should 
build  us  new  homes." 

She  looks  down  at  the  wrinkled  hands  clasped  in  her  lap.  They  hold  no 
answers . 


"RE : Indian  Art  Fraud"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Dul  2000  18:44:55  EDT 
From:  SumerWCree@aol.com 

Sub j : western  senators  want  to  crack  down  on  indian  art  fraud 

Mailing  List:  Red  Road  Newsletter<TheRedRoadNewsletter-owner@onelist . com> 

Western  Senators  Want  To  Crack  Down  On  Indian  Art  Fraud 
from  bear  Christianson 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (AP)  _ Two  Western  senators  are  throwing  their  support 
behind  a measure  that  would  crack  down  on  the  sale  of  fake  American  Indian 
arts  and  crafts. 

Sen.  Pete  Domenici,  R-N.M.,  is  cosponsoring  a measure  authored  by  Sen.  Ben 
Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  that  would  make  it  easier  for  Indian  artisans 
to  stop  fraudulent  representation  of  their  work. 

The  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Enforcement  Act  of  2000  passed  the  Senate 
Indian  Affairs  Committee  on  Wednesday. 

"Tourists  have  been  duped,"  Domenici  said.  "Instead  of  natural  wool  and 
dyes,  a rug  might  be  a synthetic  fiber.  Nickel  is  substituted  for  silver. 
Plastic  takes  the  place  of  turquoise." 

Domenici  said  the  legislation  sends  a message  to  the  people  who 
misrepresent  and  manufacture  fake  goods.  He  said  they  would  be  more  likely 
to  be  caught  and  fined  because  the  measure  would  give  Indians  greater 
access  to  the  courts. 

Federal  law  requires  all  imported  Indian-style  jewelry  and  crafts  to  be 
permanently  stamped  with  its  country  of  origin  to  protect  genuine  Indian 
arts  and  crafts. 

The  new  legislation  would  improve  chances  of  prosecution  and  allow  a 
longer  reach  beyond  the  retailer  to  the  wholesaler  and  manufacturer. 


Rather  than  allowing  only  tribes  to  sue,  the  bill  allows  Indian  arts  and 
crafts  organizations  and  individual  Indians  to  sue  for  violations  of  law. 

New  Mexico's  Isleta  Pueblo  has  seen  the  number  of  full-time  artists  drop 
to  30  from  150  in  the  past  50  years,  Isleta  sculptor  Andy  Abeita  told 
senators  during  recent  hearing  on  the  matter. 

"Unfair  competition  from  import  fakes  and  mechanically  cast  pottery  and 
jewelry  is  now  often  being  sold  to  the  unsuspecting  consumer  as  Indian 
handmade,"  Abeita  said. 

"This  threat  has  made  it  almost  impossible  to  compete  fairly  in  the 
commercial  marketplace,  forcing  generations  of  potters  and  silversmiths  to 
discontinue  the  trade,"  he  said. 

Domenici's  office  said  trade  groups  estimate  that  half  of  all  Indian  arts 
and  crafts  on  sale  in  the  United  States  today  are  actually  copies  of 
authentic  items.  Copies  are  not  illegal,  but  they  must  be  represented  as 
imitations  or  fakes. 

c.  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved 
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Court  Rules  In  Favor  Of  Nez  Perce  ^Jurisdiction 

LEWISTON,  Idaho  (AP)  _ The  Nez  Perce  Reservation  was  not  diminished 
in  an  agreement  between  the  tribe  and  federal  government  more  than  a 
century,  the  U.S.  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  has  decided. 

The  ruling,  handed  down  in  a criminal  case  against  Christopher  Lee 
Webb,  stated  that  the  1863  Nez  Perce  Reservation  boundaries  were  not 
diminished  when  the  tribe  agreed  to  sell  surplus  lands  to  the  United 
States  in  1893  for  homesteading  and  other  uses. 

That  means  that  although  some  land  on  the  reservation  is  not  owned  by 
the  tribe,  it  is  still  within  the  boundaries  of  the  reservation  and 
under  the  Nez  Perces'  jurisdiction  of  the  tribe. 

"This  is  a good  decision  for  the  Nez  Perce  Tribe,"  said  Tribal 
Executive  Committee  Chairman  Samuel  Penney.  "Once  again,  the 
existence  of  our  reservation  has  been  confirmed." 

The  ruling  came  after  Webb,  a 38-year-old  Lapwai  man  who  was 
sentenced  to  18  months  in  federal  prison  for  abusive  sexual  contact, 
appealed  to  challenge  the  U.S.  District  Court's  jurisdiction  in  the 
case. 

Webb  had  unsuccessfully  argued  in  U.S.  District  Court  that  the 
government  did  not  have  jurisdiction  over  him  because  the  reservation 
was  diminished  in  the  1893  agreement. 

He  cited  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  case  South  Dakota  v.  Yankton  Sioux 
Tribe  in  his  arguments.  In  that  case,  their  reservation  was  found  to 
have  been  diminished. 

But  Dudge  Betty  Fletcher  wrote  that  regardless  of  that  case,  there 
had  been  no  intent  to  diminish  the  Nez  Perce  Reservation. 

This  was  the  second  blow  for  the  North  Central  Idaho  Durisdictional 
Alliance  of  local  governments  within  the  reservation,  which  was  found 
to  have  no  standing  in  the  case.  The  alliance  has  argued  the 
reservation  was  diminished,  so  the  tribe  has  limited  authority  over 
non-Indians . 

c.  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved 

— "RE:  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  21  August  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 


Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Date:  8/18/00  12:40:42  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : Eddie  Hatcher  update 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

From:  Thelma  Clark  <thatcher2@email.msn.com> 

Please  post  Eddie  is  scheduled  for  court  on  September  18,  2000  at  9:30 
Robeson  County  courthouse.  We  need  people  there!!!!!! 

Thank  you.  Thelma 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 

Poole,  Mary  Laverne 
#36550 

1479  Collins  Ave. 
Marysville,  OH  43040 
Date  of  Birth:  1/7/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Pierce,  Randy 
#120836  -M.S.U.- 
W.K.C.C. 

PO  Box  5000 

Eddyville,  KY  42038-5000 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Prince  Mahdi  Lemuel  Holmes 
#88698 

Turngy  Center  Anex 

Route  One  Only,  TN  37140-9709 

Pike  lr.,  William  3. 

#315-725 
PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  10/13/70 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Prinkey,  Robert  Lee 

BV-3474 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16823 
Date  of  Birth:  6/25/62 
Ancestry:  Idaho  Indian? 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 


Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640359,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : Tribe  Recapturing/Reinventing  Culture"  — 

Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  07:58:35  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  08-09-2000 
Forwarded  by  3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Tribe  recapturing,  reinventing  culture 
By  3. 3.  Stambaugh 
c.  News-Sentinel  staff  writer 
August  7,  2000 

CHEROKEE,  N.C.  --  No  one  knows  exactly  when  the  Cherokee  first  settled  in 
the  region  now  known  as  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park,  but  the 
Cherokee  themselves  have  a pretty  good  idea  where.  Untold  generations  ago, 
at  a time  when  humans  and  animals  could  speak  to  each  other,  the  first 
Cherokee  village  was  built  at  Kituwah  Mound,  legends  say.  Kituwah  --only  a 
few  miles  away  from  the  present-day  Cherokee  reservation  in  western  North 
Carolina  --  was  seized  from  the  tribe  in  the  early  1800s  when  the  federal 
government  forced  the  bulk  of  the  tribe  onto  the  infamous  "Trail  of  Tears" 
to  Oklahoma. 

Kituwah,  however,  is  back  in  the  hands  of  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee 
Indians  following  a $2  million-plus  deal  that  netted  the  tribe  its 
legendary  birthplace  along  with  300  acres  of  prime  real  estate. 

"I  think  the  one  thing  I was  criticized  for  and  the  thing  I'm  most  proud 
of  was  the  purchase  of  the  Kituwah  property,"  said  former  Principal  Chief 
3oyce  Dugan.  "We  never  had  the  means  to  do  that  before.  ...  To  me,  it's 
priceless.  It's  such  an  important  part  of  our  history." 

The  return  of  the  property  to  the  Cherokee  is  viewed  by  many  as  an 
important  step  toward  reclaiming  the  tribe's  heritage,  a cultural 
tradition  threatened  by  the  Eastern  Band's  struggle  to  maintain  its 
identity  while  simultaneously  packaging  it  for  the  tourist  trade. 

The  success  of  Harrah's  Cherokee  Casino,  however,  has  simplified  things. 
The  tribe's  coffers  are  overflowing  with  cash  drawn  from  the  Eastern 
Band's  No.  1 industry:  gambling. 

"Before,  we  encouraged  culture,"  said  Dugan.  "Now  we're  able  to  put 
funding  into  specific  projects  that  promote  culture." 

The  sudden  influx  of  wealth  also  has  had  its  drawbacks.  While  most 
Cherokee  said  they  are  appreciative  of  the  funds  brought  in  by  the 
gambling  operation,  few  are  pleased  with  all  the  changes  Harrah's  has 
wrought . 

"Some  of  the  attitudes  of  the  young  are  changing,"  said  3onathan  Feather, 
a 35-year-old  college  graduate  who  works  as  a street  performer  downtown. 
"Instead  of  staying  close  to  their  roots,  they're  trying  to  stretch  out 
and  become  more  white." 

Tribal  leaders  said  they've  been  trying  to  jump-start  a cultural 
renaissance  by  funding  programs  through  the  reservation's  school  system, 
the  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian  and  other  agencies.  The  ultimate  goal  is 
to  maintain  the  tribe's  status  as  a separate  nation-state  in  fact  as  well 
as  in  name,  and  the  first  step  lies  in  teaching  the  Eastern  Band's 
children  the  Cherokee  language. 

According  to  Cherokee  Central  Schools  Superintendent  Doyce  Cannon, 
children  begin  learning  their  native  tongue  in  preschool.  Four  Cherokee 
language  teachers  are  assigned  to  the  system's  1,211  children,  and 
students  can  opt  to  continue  taking  the  language  until  they  graduate. 

At  different  times  of  the  year,  they're  also  allowed  to  sample 
traditional  Cherokee  meals  like  corn  and  bean  breads,  wear  traditional 


clothing  and  play  sports  like  stickball,  Cannon  said. 

Ken  Blankenship,  director  of  the  tribal  museum,  said  the  issues  faced  by 

the  tribe  are  nothing  new,  and  the  Cherokee  are  skilled  at  adapting  to  new 

circumstances.  Reviving  the  language,  he  said,  is  one  way  to  hold  onto  the 
best  of  the  old  while  teaching  the  young  to  embrace  the  new. 

"The  language  was  dying,"  he  said.  "If  you  don't  use  it,  you'll  lose  it, 

and  language  is  the  backbone  of  any  culture." 

Since  Hamah's  opened,  the  Museum  of  the  Cherokee  Indian  has  benefited 
from  the  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  brought  in  annually  by  the  casino, 
explained  Blankenship.  Museum  visitors  are  now  greeted  by  a $3.5  million 
exhibit  that  tells  the  tribe's  story  from  its  legendary  beginnings  to  the 
20th  century  using  films,  archaeological  displays  and  works  of  art. 

The  museum's  blend  of  myth,  history  and  commercialism  is,  in  many  ways, 
a reflection  of  the  Eastern  Band's  commitment  to  "making  do"  in  a world 
that  would  be  unrecognizable  to  their  forebears. 

"Culture  evolves,"  Blankenship  said.  "My  one-word  definition  of  culture 
is  survival." 

"RE : Quakers  Preserve  Osage  Language"  
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Quakers  preserve  Osage  language 
By  Tamie  Ross 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
08/05/2000 

HOMINY  --  Every  day,  David  Nagle  renews  his  pledge  to  help  preserve  a 
language  that  isn't  his,  a culture  he  wasn't  born  into  and  a community 
that  didn't  bring  him  into  the  world  or  raise  him. 

The  man  they  call  Manze  Nonp'in,  or  Iron  Necklace,  wasn't  born  an  Osage, 
but  he  is  one  by  choice.  He  was  adopted  nearly  six  years  ago. 

Nagle  and  the  Osage  here  are  united  by  another  powerful  bond:  their 
belief  in  God  and  participation  in  Quaker  worship. 

That  alliance  between  the  American  Friends  and  American  Indians  has 
existed  since  1869,  when  the  Associated  Committee  of  Friends  on  Indian 
Affairs  was  born.  That  year.  President-elect  Ulysses  S.  Grant  asked 
Friends  to  help  him  find  suitable  agents  to  work  with  Indians,  hoping 
peaceful  Quaker  ways  would  counteract  tendencies  to  war. 

The  ministry  continues  today,  transcending  time  and  focusing  not  on  war 
and  peace,  but  word  and  deed,  building  a strong  sense  of  community  and 
personal  responsibility.  Six  Friends  centers,  four  of  them  self-supporting, 
operate  in  the  United  States.  Besides  the  one  in  Hominy,  two  others  also 
are  in  Oklahoma  --  one  in  McLoud,  the  other  in  Wyandotte. 

"Our  approach  to  worship  isn't  based  on  liturgy,"  Nagle  said.  "With  us, 
it's  possible  for  people  who  don't  speak  the  same  language  to  sit  together 
and  feel  that  presence.  Even  when  the  same  language  is  spoken,  the  silence 
still  speaks  louder." 

That  viewpoint  doesn't  keep  Nagle  from  working  daily,  though,  to  help 
the  Osage  keep  their  native  language  alive  in  the  minds  and  on  the  tongues 
of  those  around  him. 

Each  Sunday,  in  a rustic  meeting  house  that  dates  to  1923,  the  Osage  and 
others  interested  in  language  preservation  sing  traditional  hymns  in  their 
native  language.  Tribal  elders  lead  prayers  in  Osage  for  the  35  or  so  who 
attend  services  there,  mostly  American  Indians. 

Nagle  credits  his  work  with  the  Osage  in  helping  him  find  a new  life. 
Raised  in  Ohio  and  educated  in  a private  Quaker  school  there,  Nagle  first 
learned  of  mission  opportunities  with  Indians  during  his  senior  year  of 
high  school,  when  he  wrote  a research  paper  on  Oklahoma  tribes. 

After  college,  he  said,  he  was  called  to  work  with  the  ministry  in 
Hominy  and  has  spent  two  stints  totaling  15  years  with  his  adopted  people. 
He  lives  in  the  church's  parsonage  a short  distance  from  the  recognized 
160  acres  the  Osage  call  home.  The  meeting  center  rests  on  a corner  of  the 


tribe's  property,  symbolizing  the  trust  and  unity  between  the  Friends  and 
the  Osage. 

His  challenges  are  similar  to  those  of  other  missionaries:  provide 
programs  for  church  members  in  need,  promote  unity  and  build  leadership 
among  the  youth. 

The  history  lesson  has  been  one  of  the  tangible  benefits,  Nagle  said. 

"One  of  the  neat  things  about  working  with  Native  Americans  is  the  way 
history  is  such  a vital,  conscience  part  of  daily  life,"  Nagle  said.  "It 
affects  who  we  are  and  what  we  do." 

A few  times  each  year,  death  steals  an  elder.  It  happened  just  this  week 
On  Thursday,  the  congregation  mourned,  then  collectively  renewed  its  vow 
to  teach  the  children,  record  its  language  with  the  help  of  college 
linguists  and  other  professionals,  and  spread  its  message  however  possible 

"Every  day,  one  of  our  focuses  here  is  to  forestall  the  imminent  demise 
of  this  beautiful  native  language,"  Nagle  said.  "It  will  be  up  to  recorded 
history  and  those  born  later  to  preserve  what  once  was  the  sole  form  of 
communication  for  these  people." 

This  week,  Nagle  will  marry  a language  teacher  from  another  state. 
They'll  travel  back  and  forth  for  a year  to  be  together  on  weekends  while 
each  completes  assignments. 

He  hopes  to  remain  in  Hominy  with  his  tribal  family  and  build  his  new 
family  here,  but  his  voice  cracks  as  he  talks  of  the  uncertainty  of  the 
future. 

"They  have  honored  me  by  making  me  one  of  their  own,"  Nagle  said.  "I 
might  not  have  been  born  or  raised  here,  but  this  is  home." 

"RE : Tribes  Fighting  to  Keep  Languages  Alive"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  08:09:01  -0500 

From:  "lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  08-14-2000 
Forwarded  by  Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Tribes  fighting  to  keep  languages  alive 
c.  The  Oklahoman 
8/12/2 000 

CARNEGIE,  Okla.  (AP)  --  In  a long  conference  room  surrounded  by  darkened 
halls,  six  members  of  the  Kiowa  Tribe  have  gathered  at  their  tribal  center 
with  the  goal  of  saving  the  tribe's  very  future. 

Ages  15  to  67,  they  have  come  here  on  a quiet  Tuesday  night  to  study 
their  native  language,  which  just  decades  after  being  put  into  writing  is 
mostly  spoken  only  by  a shrinking  number  of  tribal  elders. 

One  of  them  is  Dorothy  Kodaseet,  who  sits  at  a long  conference  table 
with  the  assembled  group. 

Her  eyes  --  behind  glasses  as  big  around  as  coasters  --  rarely  move  from 
a prepared  worksheet  as  she  slowly  reads  a list  of  Kiowa  words. 

"Etal,"  she  says,  stubbornly  repeating  the  Kiowa  word  for  corn  several 
times  until  the  group  echoes  her  exact  pronunciation:  ay-tal. 

The  session,  often  sidetracked  by  storytelling  and  good-natured  ribbing, 
resembles  a pretest  study  session  for  which  all  members  are  prepared.  But 
at  stake  in  this  test  is  the  loss  of  the  Kiowa  language,  and  none  among 
the  group  are  prepared  for  that. 

"This  is  our  last  chance,"  says  Ernest  Toppah,  63,  of  his  tribe's 
efforts  to  sustain  a language  that  has  been  slowly  dying  for  most  of  the 
past  century. 

Across  the  table,  Bobby  Guoladdle,  67,  recalls  having  his  mouth  washed 
out  with  soap  as  a child  at  a government-run  boarding  school  in  Anadarko 
for  uttering  Kiowa  words. 

"I  got  so  used  to  it  I started  brushing  my  teeth  with  soap  after  a 
while,"  he  says  with  a chuckle. 

Native  languages  like  Kiowa,  purged  for  decades  through  governmental 
assimilation  programs  and  bombarded  by  a cacophonous  English-speaking 
culture,  have  dwindled  drastically  --  dozens  to  the  point  of  extinction. 

While  there  were  once  believed  to  be  more  than  300  native  languages 


spoken  in  North  America,  only  about  155  remain.  More  than  40  of  the  extant 
languages  claim  less  than  10  living  speakers,  according  to  numbers  from 
the  Census  Bureau. 

"It's  awfully  bleak  for  most  of  the  languages,"  said  Greg  Bigler,  a 
Yuchi  who  helped  found  the  Oklahoma  Native  Language  Association  in  1997 
to  promote  the  usage  of  tribal  languages. 

No  tribe  is  immune.  The  Navajo  Tribe  in  the  American  Southwest  claims 
150,000  speakers  --  more  than  four  times  the  number  listed  in  any  other 
tribe.  But  between  1980  and  1990,  the  tribe  saw  a 30  percent  jump  in 
Navajo  children  who  only  spoke  English. 

"If  that  can  happen  to  a tribe  like  the  Navajo,  the  rest  of  us  are  in 
serious  trouble,"  Bigler  said. 

While  Oklahoma  claims  a nation-high  25  native  languages,  less  than  7 
percent  of  the  state's  American  Indians  say  they  speak  one  of  them.  Only  a 
fraction  of  that  7 percent  are  fluent. 

There  are  no  fluent  speakers  in  the  Miami  Tribe,  said  Dulie  Olds,  the 
tribe's  cultural  preservation  officer. 

Relying  on  a network  of  elders  who  are  "conversational"  in  Miami,  Olds 
said  the  tribe  holds  language  classes  and  two  summer  immersion  camps  in 
which  participants  spend  a week  secluded  with  Miami-speaking  elders. 

Camp  visitors  range  in  age  from  5 all  the  way  to  tribal  elders,  which 
Olds  said  is  an  important  dynamic  of  the  program. 

"The  children  need  the  support  of  those  elders  and  to  see  them  there, 
and  it's  a great  thing  for  the  elders  to  see  the  language  is  not  going  to 
be  gone, " Olds  said . 

The  Comanche  Tribe  also  has  undertaken  a language  immersion  program  in 
which  a non-speaker  is  teamed  with  a fluent  elder,  spending  as  much  time 
as  possible  speaking  in  the  native  tongue. 

Lillie  Roberts  teaches  the  Choctaw  language  at  classes  in  Durant,  which 
are  broadcast  on  the  Internet  and  prominently  advertised  on  the  tribe's 
Web  page.  A network  of  Choctaw  speakers  teach  the  language  in  more  than  a 
dozen  other  Oklahoma  communities. 

But  Roberts  knows  that  even  Choctaw,  with  roughly  18,000  tribal  members 
claiming  to  be  speakers,  has  an  uncertain  future. 

"I  don't  think  it  can  ever  come  back  in  the  force  it  was  in  the  old  days, 
but  to  preserve  the  language  is  our  goal  now,"  Roberts  said. 

Classes  are  taught  within  the  Chickasaw,  Cherokee  and  other  tribes.  Help 
comes  as  well  from  the  University  of  Oklahoma,  which  teaches  four  native 
languages  --  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Kiowa  and  Creek-Seminole. 

The  classes  attract  about  330  students  each  semester,  Indian  and  non- 
Indian  alike,  said  Pat  Gilman,  chair  of  the  anthropology  department  that 
offers  the  classes. 

"One  of  the  university's  stated  goals  is  to  focus  on  Native  American 
studies  and  the  fact  that  we  get  such  high  interest  in  it  suggests  that 
people  out  there  in  the  state  find  it  interesting,"  Gilman  said. 

But  if  tribes  have  any  hope  of  sustaining  their  languages  going  forward, 
they  must  reach  that  all-important  demographic:  youth. 

It  will  not  be  easy,  predicted  Isiah  Redbird,  a 15-year-old  Kiowa.  He 
and  his  17-year-old  brother.  Sunny,  were  the  only  teen-agers  at  a recent 
Kiowa  language  class. 

"The  Kiowa  people  my  age  only  use  the  (Kiowa)  words  in  slang,  but  it's 
not  meant  to  be  that  way,"  Redbird  said.  "The  language  doesn't  sound  cool 
to  them.  It  just  sounds  weird." 

Redbird  said  he  is  dedicated  to  learning  the  Kiowa  language,  but  he  and 
his  brother  only  spend  their  summers  in  Carnegie.  Later  this  summer,  they 
will  return  to  their  home  in  Escondido,  Calif.,  where  Redbird  said  tribal 
identities  blur. 

"They're  like  a lost  people,"  he  said  of  the  heavily  assimilated  Indian 
groups  he  knows  in  California.  "They  have  no  idea  where  they  came  from.  I 
don't  want  that  to  happen  to  the  Kiowa." 

Redbird,  who  plans  to  attend  Yale  University  like  his  19-year-old  sister 
Melody,  said  he  would  one  day  like  to  return  to  Carnegie  and  lead  the 
Kiowa  Tribe. 

Whether  the  tribe  still  has  a language  by  the  time  that  might  happen,  he 
said,  is  up  to  him  and  his  peers. 


"The  language  is  dying  out  and  it's  terrible,  it's  sad,"  said  Redbird. 
"Classes  will  slow  down  the  process  of  losing  Kiowa  (language),  but  that's 
all  we  can  do  unless  we  get  the  youth  to  learn  the  language." 


On  the  Net: 

www . choctawnat ion . com 

Information  on  native  languages:  http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/  7/8jar/TIL. html 

"RE : Delaware/Lenape  Language  Preservation"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  08:14:13  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Language  Preservation  - Delaware/Lenape 

Lessons  in  language 

Nicky  Kay  Michael  is  on  a quest  to  save  the  dying  tongue  of  the  Lenape 
tribe 

Gary  Massaro 

c.  Rocky  MountainNews 

8/13/2000 

COMMERCE  CITY  ? With  each  threaded  bead,  each  strand  of  ribbon,  Nicky  Kay 
Michael  has  stitched  a bond  with  her  heritage. 

It  shows  in  the  shawl  she  designed  and  sewed  herself,  the  same  outfit 
she  dances  in  at  pow-wows. 

Michael,  29,  grew  up  aware  of  her  Lenape  heritage.  She  grew  more 
intimate  with  it  while  she  was  at  Stanford  University. 

"It's  gotten  more  intense  as  I've  gotten  older,"  she  said. 

Most  folks  would  call  Michael's  tribe  Delaware  ? from  the  Delaware  River. 
But  members  call  themselves  Lenape.  In  their  language,  it  means  "the 
people. " 

Lenape  isn't  a dead  language.  But  it's  on  a respirator. 

And  Michael  hopes  to  earn  enough  money  to  resuscitate  it.  She's 
collecting  pledges  for  each  mile  she  completes  in  an  Ironman  Triathalon  ? 
two-mile  swim,  112-mile  bike  ride,  marathon  run  ? in  Florida  in  November. 

She  hopes  to  raise  $200,000  so  members  of  the  Lenape  Language 
Preservation  Committee  can  compose  a multimedia  dictionary  and  have  enough 
left  over  to  teach  the  language  to  others. 

She  works  out  two,  three  times  a day  ? running  and  biking  along  the 
South  Platte  River,  swimming  at  the  Commerce  City  Recreation  Center  or 
Cherry  Creek  Reservoir. 

She  started  running  as  a girl  around  her  north  Commerce  City 
neighborhood . 

"I  have  asthma,"  she  said.  "Having  asthma  made  me  feel  weak.  And  I 
didn't  like  feeling  powerless." 

She  said  she  likes  the  feel  of  the  breeze  on  her  face  when  she  runs.  It 
makes  her  feel  free  and  strong. 

She  knows  it's  going  to  be  tough  to  raise  the  money  for  her  tribe.  But 
she's  confident. 

Michael  graduated  second  in  her  class  at  Adams  City  High  School  in  1989. 
"When  I started  high  school,  we  had  over  500  in  our  class.  When  I 
graduated,  we  had  192,"  she  said. 

She  got  a scholarship  to  Stanford.  And  the  Association  of  American 
Indian  Students  recruited  her  for  an  intense  course  on  Indian  studies 
before  the  fall  term. 

She  graduated  with  a bachelor's  degree  in  American  Studies,  and  then 
moved  to  Perkins,  Okla.  There,  she  got  a job  with  the  Lenape  Youth  Shelter, 
working  with  abused  kids. 

She  got  more  involved  in  her  culture,  learning  Lenape  ways  and  words. 

She  also  got  her  master's  degree  in  history  from  Oklahoma  State  University. 

Michael  was  writing  grants  for  her  tribe  when  she  was  introduced  to  Lucy 
Parks  Blalock,  one  of  the  few  people  left  who  spoke  Lenape  fluently.  When 
Lucy  died,  the  language  almost  died  with  her. 

"We  have  one  person  left  who  grew  up  with  Lenape  as  his  primary  language 
- Leonard  Thompson,  and  he's  96.  But  he's  quite  deaf,"  said  Dim  Rementer 


of  the  Lenape  Language  Preservation  Committee  of  Bartlesville,  Okla. 

Michael  is  leaving  her  Commerce  City  home  this  week.  She's  going  to 
Oklahoma  University  to  study  for  a doctorate  in  history. 

"I  want  to  rewrite  history,"  she  said.  "And  I definitely  want  to  teach 
in  college.  I tried  to  venture  out.  But  I keep  coming  back.  God  keeps 
telling  me  to  go  back  to  history." 

She's  not  just  doing  it  for  her,  but  for  Lucy. 

"Everyone  of  us  has  a language.  And  you  have  to  fight  for  it  all  the 
time,"  she  said.  "If  I have  to  choose  between  a job  and  my  culture.  I'll 
choose  my  culture.  I don't  think  I ever  would  have  felt  this  way  had  it 
not  been  for  Lucy." 

Tax-deductible  contributions: 

Delaware  Tribe  Inc., 

Attn:  Comptroller-Ironman 

Pledge,  220  NW  Virginia  Ave.,  Bartlesville,  OK  74003. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  this  project  or  donating  you  can  call  Dim 
Rementer,  Language  Project  Director,  The  Delaware  Tribe  of  Indians,  at 
918-336-5272,  ext.  503. 

"RE : Native  Born"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Mar  2000  22:56:57  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : native  born 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

There  was  a small  white  envelope  waiting  for  me  when  I got  home,  it 
reminded  me  of  some  work  I had  done  two  years  ago  on  some  land  matters 
that  ended  up  in  federal  court.  It  was  a subpoena,  it  said  be  here  at  this 
time  and  don't  be  late  or  else  bad  things  will  happen  to  you.  So  I went, 
it  was  a long  day,  not  that  day  but  the  day  before  trying  to  catch  up  on 
some  things,  so  I worked  late  till  4 in  the  morning,  went  to  get  some 
sleep  for  couple  of  hours  and  got  up  real  late... what  did  the  paper  say.... 
8 and  don't  be  late,  well  it  was  about  9 when  I got  there. 

The  federal  court  building  is  a magnificent  granite  edifice,  marble  and 
granite,  the  court  room  was  all  mahogany,  quiet  and  stately. 

I sat  there  waiting  while  the  preliminaries  were  done  and  it  is  one  of 
those  cases  that  is  going  to  go  a couple  of  days... those  lawyer  types 
dressed  in  pristine  white  shirts,  and  black  suits  waved  me  over... we  will 
probably  need  you  tomorrow  they  said... but  since  you  are  a witness  you 
will  have  to  wait  just  outside,  don't  wander  off  we  might  need  you,  so 
don't  go  anywhere.  I went  outside  and  stood  in  the  hallway.  It  was  a large 
hallway  white  marble  walls,  cold  and  quiet. 

A couple  of  people  from  the  tribe  were  there,  it  involves  them  and  the 
work  I did  for  them... I stood  there  with  them,  all  dressed  to  kill  with 
white  starched  shirts,  a blue  tie  for  me  and  a suit,  one  that  I like  that 
fits  comfortable  and  so  I stood  there  with  them.  We  talked  about  fishing, 
and  a little  about  the  snow  of  late.  Them  two  from  the  tribe  dressed  just 
as  I,  holding  up  those  white  marble  walls.... 

The  hallway  began  to  fill  little  by  little  people  of  different  shapes, 
colors,  from  nations  like  Iran,  China,  Sweden,  Thailand,  Mexico  and  alot 
more,  just  down  the  hall.  I walked  down  there  and  saw  a sign,  a paper  on  a 
door.  It  said.  Citizenship  ceremony  at  1:00,  assemble  here. 

We  stood  there  and  watched  them  as  people  kept  coming  slowly,  with 
children,  grandmas,  an  Hasidic  lew  with  a feathered  hat,  an  Indian  woman 
in  a sarong,  Iranian  women  wrapped  head  to  toe.  The  went  into  the  room  and 
spilled  out  into  the  hallway. 

The  court  room  where  we  were  in,  was  off  to  the  side,  the  lawyers  inside 
took  a break,  one  of  the  ones  for  the  government  came  over  and  stood  with 
us  three  in  the  center  of  the  hallway.  I had  heard  he  was  Native  but  not 
for  sure  so  I sort  of  asked  him  from  where  he  came,  he  told  me  he  was 
Seneca  Cayuga  and  spoke  to  us  of  his  people.  There  were  just  us  four 
Natives  standing  there,  quietly  talking  and  looking  down  the  hall  at  all 


those  people  just  over  there. 

It  is  a naturalization  ceremony,  they  are  to  be  sworn  in  as  citizens.  We 
all  looked  at  each  other,  and  without  saying  a word  walked  over  to  the 
door  and  joined  the  masses  standing  there. . .these  people  from  all  over  the 
world ... .wanting  to  be  American. 

I am  not  sure  who  said  it,  but  one  of  us  did.  Maybe  we  should  join  them 
and  get  sworn  in.  We  all  started  to  laugh.  The  people  there  looked  at  us, 
those  four  making  noise. . .wondering  what  country  we  were  from...  we  looked 
at  them  closely  and  wondered  how  it  would  be... so  the  break  was  over  the 
case  resumed .... 

I stood  there  for  a minute  and  watched  those  waiting  to  become  American 

and  they  looked  at  me I thought  about  it  and  after  being  told  they  did 

not  need  me  to  testify  until  tomorrow  I wandered  over  there  into  that  room 
and  stood  there  and  watched  them,  90  there  were  all  together ... .they 
raised  their  hand  and  swore  to  be  American.  It  felt  strange  to  stand  there 
and  listen  to  them,  a Native  American  out  of  place.  I stood  next  to  a man 
from  India,  he  asked  me.  Where  are  you  from?  I told  him,  I am  born  for 
Bitahni,  the  Folded  Arms  People,  and  that  my  father  is  Tsinalbiiltnii,  the 
Mountain  People,  that  I come  from  Dinetah,  and  some  would  say  I was  Navajo, 
a Native  American ...  he  looked  at  me  and  we  just  smiled  at  each  other.... he 
said  are  you  here  with  someone... no  I said  just  taking  a look  around... he 
said  you  come  from  a great  country ...  and  walked  away.... 

I stood  there  and  thought,  I guess  I am  an  American  and  after  listening 
to  those  folks  talk  about  where  they  came  from  and  the  difficulties  to  get 
to  this  time  and  place... it  made  me  think  I am  glad  I am  an  American,  and 
a Native ... .then  I left  to  find  me  a burger  and  a Coke 

"RE : Poem:  Lonely  Walk"  

Date:  Wed,  14  Apr  1999  19:41:16  -0500 
From:  Nokwisa  <swillett@RO. COM> 

Subj : lonely  walk 

lonely  walk 

the  children  cried 
leaving  long  cleaned 
salty  streaks 
down  dirtied  faces 
eyes 

swollen  with  the  pain 
of  generations 
battles  and  conflicts 
plagues  and  internal  strife 
swollen  little  bellies 
of  emptiness 
forgotten  babes 
their  barefoot  plodding 
through  the  wasteland 
alone 

to  quench  their  thirst 
too  busy 
too  busy 

those  that  would  guide  them 
in  knowing  the  plants 
to  ease  their  pangs 
forgotten  babes 
no  nighttime  lullaby 
soft  words  on  the  wind 
the  children  cried 

nokwisa  c.  1999 


RE:  Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days 


Date:  Mon,  21  August  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  27-September  2 

AUKAKE 
August 
Mahoe  Mua 

27 

Listen  always  for  the  answers  to  questions  you  have  never  asked. 

28 

The  flower  is  nature's  work  of  art. 

29 

Life  is  a continuous  cycle  of  learning. 

30 

Curiosity  is  the  seed  of  knowledge. 

31 

New  ideas  can  help  preserve  old  traditions. 

KEPAKEMAPA 
September 
Mahoe  Hope 

September  was  the  time  when  the  plume  of  the  sugar-cane  began  to  open. 

1 

If  your  heart  tells  you  that  you  can  soar  with  your  dreams,  let  no  one 
persuade  you  otherwise! 

2 

In  even  the  tiniest  seeds  are  found  all  the  secrets  of  life. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Cherokee  Holiday  starts  August  31st  in  Tahlequah"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Aug  2000  12:39:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

-<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="Cherokee  Holiday" 

Cherokee  Holiday  starts  August  31st  in  Tahlequah 

TAHLEQUAH  - There  are  more  than  thirty  events  scheduled  for  this 

year's  Cherokee  National  Holiday,  which  will  be  held  in  Tahlequah, 

OK  September  1-4.  The  theme  of  this  year's  Holiday  is  "A  Family 
Reunion".  Organizers  expect  as  many  as  100,000  visitors  to  attend 
the  events,  which  will  kick  off  August  31  with  a performance  by 
Arigon  Starr.  Among  the  featured  events  September  1 are  an  afternoon 
stickball  game,  a hog  fry  and  the  Gathering  of  the  Grounds,  a 
traditional  stomp  dance. 

The  Cherokee  Holiday  Parade  is  scheduled  to  begin  at  10  a.m. 
Saturday,  September  2,  in  downtown  Tahlequah. 

Principal  Chief  Chad  Smith  will  give  his  State  of  the  Nation  address 
at  noon  on  September  2.  Other  highlighted  events  for  the  Holiday 
include  the  Cherokee  Holiday  Run,  an  8 kilometer  competitive  run  and 
a 2-mile  run/walk,  special  receptions  for  original  enrollees  and 
veterans,  arts  and  crafts,  a traditional  Cornstalk  Shoot,  fishing, 
golf  and  softball  tournaments  as  well  as  several  children's 
activities.  For  details  on  the  full  Holiday  schedule,  go  to  the 
Cherokee  Nation's  Web  site  at  www.cherokee.org  or  call  918-456-0671 
ext.  2543  or  1-800-850-0348  ext.  2543. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


"RE : Choctaw  Labor  Day  Festival  Brings  Music  and  More"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Aug  2000  12:39:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="Choctaw  Festival" 

Choctaw  Labor  Day  Festival  brings  music,  much  more 
By  Zach  Maxwell 

There  are  far  more  than  seven  reasons  to  check  out  one  of  Oklahoma's 
biggest  powwows  that  isn't  an  actual  pow-wow.  But  those  first  seven 
reasons  - a cornucopia  of  country  legends  - are  the  biggest  draws  of 
the  annual  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival  in  Tuskahoma. 

Set  for  Sept.  1-4,  the  Labor  Day  line  up  has  been  solidified:  Friday 
night  entertainment  will  include  Diamond  Rio,  David  Frizell  and 
Great  Divide.  On  Saturday,  Loretta  Lynn,  Janie  Fricke,  T.G.  Sheppard 
and  BR5-49  will  take  the  stage  at  the  Choctaw  capitol  grounds. 

The  festival  is  typically  a free  event,  with  other  goodies  thrown  in 
for  tribal  members.  Camping  reservations  and  motel  accommodations  in 
nearby  Clayton  tend  to  fill  up  fast,  so  call  800-522-6170  for  more 
information . 

Aside  from  the  legendary  musical  ensemble,  there  are  many  more 
reasons  to  visit  the  Labor  Day  Festival.  Arts,  crafts  and  food 
vendors  abound,  and  a carnival  provides  thrills  for  young  and  old 
alike.  There  is  usually  animal  fun  too,  with  pig  races,  monkeys  and 
elephants  making  past  appearances.  There  is  also  a playground  and 
petting  zoo  for  the  children. 

Athletic  feats  are  always  a highlight  of  the  festival.  From  fun  runs 
to  softball  tournaments  to  a genuine  Choctaw  Stickball  exhibition, 
there  is  plenty  to  take  your  breath  away.  Other  notable  events  of 
the  annual  festival  include:  Quilting  contests.  Battle  of  the  Bands, 
horseshoe  pitching,  terrapin  races,  buffalo  tours,  health  fair  and 
tribal  membership  activities,  Sunday  church  services,  war  memorial 
service,  dominoes  and  checkers,  Choctaw  dancers,  Choctaw  princesses 
appearances,  and  much  more. 

Choctaw  Nation  Mikko  Greg  Pyle  delivers  the  State  of  the  nation 
Address  on  Monday,  Labor  Day,  which  is  typically  followed  by  a free 
dinner  for  the  tribe.  For  more  information  contact  the  Choctaw 
Nation  at  1-580-924-8280.  On  the  web,  the  entire  listing  of  events 
and  schedules  is  posted  at  www.choctawnation.com. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 

— "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  20  August  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Fri,  11  Aug  2000  22:18:23  -0700 
From:  Ableza  Institute  <ableza@ableza . org> 

Sub j : Exhibit  Announcement 

"Truth  and  Lies,"  a new  exhibit  of  multicultural  artists,  will  open 
Friday,  August  11th  at  the  Triton  Museum  of  Art  in  Santa  Clara,  CA.  Each 
artist  exposes  the  truths  about-and-behind  lies  which  have  been 
perpetuated  for  generations. 

Featured  Native  American  Artists  are: 

George  Longfish  (Seneca/Tuscarora)  - mixed  media  on  canvas;  large  scale 
Sandy  Osawa  (Spokane)  - "On  & Off  the  Rez"  documentary  profiling  Charlie  Hill 
Rabbett  Strickland  (Ojibwe)  - oils  on  canvas;  large  scale 


David  Yohn  - multimedia/video  installation 

Diane  Way  - computer  rendered  photography  and  art,  and  projected  images 


Please  join  us  in  support  of  this  exciting  and  courageous  exhibit: 
Reception  Tuesday,  August  15,  6:00  - 8:00  pm 
Exhibit  run:  August  11  - October  15,  2000 

Triton  Museum  of  Art 
1505  Warburton  Avenue 
Santa  Clara,  CA 
(408)  247-3754 

Museum  hours:  Tuesday,  10:00  am  - 9:00  pm 

Wednesday  - Sunday,  10:00  am  - 5:00  pm 

++++++++++++++ 

Ableza  Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute 
1279  Mildred  Ave. 

San  lose,  CA  95125 
http://www.ableza.org 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Flollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Flaven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca. us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 


Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
August 

20th  - 22nd  - Kamloops  B.Cj  Kamloopa  - Traditional  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  Tables  - /weekend 
Camping? 

(604)  828-9700 

November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Fri,  25  Feb  2000  22:16:00  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Stephen  beamer  <windin_99@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Aug. 26-27, 2000  Gathering 

Gary, 

Please  add  this  to  your  events  list  for  this  year.  I thank  you  for  adding 
it  last  year.  It  was  a great  success.  Lets  hope  the  second  is  greater  than 
the  first.  Wado!  Osdaiga.  Stephen  Beamer 

2nd.  INTERNATIONAL  INTERTRIBAL  TRADITIONAL  GATHERING 
To  be  held  at  CAMP  SERTOMA,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  ( 52  ) or 
Brookville  Road,  and  German  Church  Road,  4 Miles  East  of  465.  Will  be 
well  marked  from  Brookville  Road  Exit. 

PUBLIC  INVITED  - BRING  YOUR  LAWN  CHAIRS 

HEAD  VETERAN  - Brings  The  Wind  - Stephen  Beamer  - of  Indiana 
HOST  DRUM  - Black  Swamp  Singers  - Newbreman,  Ohio 
LEAD  SINGERS  - Matt.Wynk  - 12,  and  Dustin  Baker  15 

GRAND  ENTRY  & DANCE  TIMES  are:  Saturday  26th. 12: 30  to  4:30  & 7:00  till 
????  SUNDAY  27th.  12:30  to  4:00,  with  give  away  following. 

EVERYONE  HAS  TO  FURNISH  THERE  OWN  SEATING. 

Admission  is  $5.00  a person.  Children  Under  12  Admitted  Free  ( 

Accompanied  by  an  Adult  ) Parking  will  be  Free. 

No  Pets  Around  The  Dance  Arena,  or  Trading  Areas.  Physically  Challenged 
K-9  assistance  exempt.  No  pets  allowed  at  any  time  in  the  Dance  Arena. 

NO,  CAMERAS  OR  VIDEO  RECORDERS  PERMITTED.  NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  FIREARMS, 
or  POLITICS  ON  THE  GROUNDS.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Primitive  Camping  - $5.00  for  weekend,  no  fires,  unless  you  furnish  your 
own  wood  and  a way  to  contain  it. 

TRADER  INFORMATION  call  - 317-356-5187,  ask  for  Dim  or  Happy.  ( 36  ) 
trader  booths  and  ( 3 ) food  vendors  are  our  limit. 


Volunteers  will  be  appreciated.  Contact  # same  as  above. 

Not  Responsible  for  Accidents,  Damage,  or  Theft  on  the  Grounds.  NAIA  of 
Indiana,  Reserves  the  right  to  ( eject  ) or  refuse  admission  for  this 
Gathering. 

Please  come  and  join  us  and  share  your  Native  American  Traditions  with 
us,  as  we  honor  the  dancing  in  both  directions,  to  honor  all. 

Coordinated  By: 

The  Native  American  Indian  Association  of  Indiana, Inc .A  Not  for  Profit 
Organization . 

1440  S. Hawthorne  Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46203-3801 
Co-Directors 

Wohali  Standing  Black  Bear-3im  Donnelly  & Happy  Dancer-Sharon  Donnelly  Lucas 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 

Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
3ohn  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 

For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

3r . Girl ' s Cloth 
3r.  Boys  Straight 
3r.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader  Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 


Jennifer  Lunsford 


& Obstable  Course 


Golf  Tournament  & 
Shell  Shaker  Horseshoe 

Coordinator  Contests  Jay  Bridget  Cook  Tournament 

Blalock  Coordinator  Chrisie  & Wayne 

Coordinator  (Ages  3-12)  Blalock 

Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


September  2 & 3,  2000 

11th  Annual  Running  Water  Powwow 

Cherokee  Homecoming  & Ripe  Corn  Festival 

Ridge  Ferry  Park 

Rome  Georgia 

$4,000  competition  dancing 
Headman:  Bullet  Standingdeer 
Headlady:  Laretta  Weaver 
Host  Drum:  Bird  Choppers  Bird  Family 
MC:  Rick  Bird 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Frank  Blair  706  232  1714 


September  16  & 17,  2000 
Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival 

Part  of  the  Annual  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride 

Headman:  Randy  Woodley 

Headlady:  Alaura  Pyle 

Host  Drum:  White  Horse 

MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 

Contact:  Mayor  Sharon  Baron  256  764  3237 

TOT  Coordinator:  Chief  Perry  White  205  672  0361 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 
Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 
Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Jerry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 


American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Flamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc .edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Dasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Dackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Dennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Doyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Sub j : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


??? 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 
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AUGUST  2000 

11-13  23rd  IICOT  Powwow  of  Champions,  tulsa  State  Fair  Grounds, 
Tulsa,  OK.  Info: (918)  836-1523 

11- 13  Big  Grassy  River  Powwow.  Big  Grassy,  Ontario.  Info:  (807) 
488-5614 

12- 13  20th  Annual  Paumanauke  Powwow.  Tanner  Park,  Copiague  Long 
Island,  NY.  Info:  (51)  661-7558. 

12-13  8th  Golden  Powwow.  Parfet  Park,  Golden,  CO.  Info:  (303) 
277-6651 

12-13  24th  Annual  Leonard  3.  Pamp  Memorial  Powwow.  Turtle  Lake 
Resport,  Union  City,  MI.  Info:  (517)  622-1206 
12-13  5th  Annual  Mihsihkinaahkwa  Traditional  Powwow.  Morsches 
Park,  Columbia  City,  IN.  Info:  (219)  625-4370.  email: 
miamipowwow@kconline . com 

17- 20  82nd  Annual  Crow  Fair.  Corw  Agency,  MT. 

18- 20  Shakopee  Mdewakanton  Sioux  Wacipi.  Prior  Lake,  MN.  Info: 
call  the  Shakopee  Mdewakanton  Community  612-445-8900  ask  for  Leon 
Tompson . 

18- 20  44th  Annual  O-Sa-Wan  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Mascoutin 
Society  of  Chicagoland.  Boone  County  Fairgrounds,  Belvidere,  IL. 
Info:  (815)  834-0735  dpierson@kiwi.dep.anl.gov;  traders:  (708) 
877-8563  beadwork@chicagonet.net 

19- 20  Texas  Inter-Tribal  Indian  Org.  10th  Annual  Homecoming 
Pow-Wow.  Tri  State  Fairgrounds,  Amarillo,  Texas.  Vendor  Info: 

Effie  at  (806)358-3112  or  Pow  wow  Info:  Billy  at  (806)358-3277. 
19-20  4th  Annual  Long  Island  Native  American  Task  Force  Powwow. 
Bethel  A.M.E.  Church,  Long  Island,  NY.  Info:  (516)  654-2841. 

24- 27  124th  Annual  Ponca  Powwow.  Ponca  City,  OK.  Info:  (580) 
762-8104. 

25- 27  BRAVO  Veterans  Pow-Wow,  Pipe  Stone  Minn.,  Info:  Myron 
Williams  605-698-3050. 

26- 27  Ramapough-Lenape  Powwow.  Sally's  Field,  Ringwood,  ND.  Info: 
(201)  52901171. 

26-28  124th  Rosebud  Celebration.  Rosebud,  SD.  Info:  (605)  747-2381 

25- 27  Neyaashiinigaamiing  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Cape  Croker  First 
Nation,  Ontario  Canada.  powwow@capecroker .org  or 
www.capecroker.org.  or  call  (519)  534  1689 

26- 27  Circle  of  Nations  Pow  Wow.  Alley  Pond  Park,  Queens,  New 


York.  Info:  212  666-9478,  718  292-1519 

SEPTEMBER  2000 

1-3  Ottawa  Tribal  Celebration  & Powwow.  Adawe  Park,  Miami,  OK. 
Info:  (918)  540-1536 

1-3  Wolfsong  Heal  the  People  Powwow.  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  Info:  (270)  749-9024 

1-3  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Powwow.  Lake 
Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Info:  (785)  272-5489  or  email: 
cmbarrard@aol . com 

1-3  19th  Annual  Stockton  Community  Labor  Day  Weekend  Powwow. 

Daniel  Webster  Middle  School,  Stockton,  CA.  Info:  (209)  953-4803 
or  (209)  953-4017.  email:  chodge@stockton . I<12 . ca . us . Web: 
www. geocities . com/ nativeteacher 

1-3  21st  Annual  Puyallup  Tribal  Powwow  & Salmon  Bake.  2002  East 
28th  St,  Tacoma,  WA  98404.  Info:  Lauren  (253)  573-7800  ext  7672. 
email : lauren . butler@law. puyalluptribe. nsn . us 
1-4  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival.  Choctaw  Capitol. 

Tushkahoma,  OKLA.  Info:  (580)  924-8280. 

1-4  86th  Annual  Labor  Day  Powwow  at  Wellpinit,  Washington.  Info 
call:  Ivan  Wynecoop,  (509)  258-9114. 

1- 3  Ranibow  Dancers  Friendship  Powwow,  three  Sister  Park, 
Chillicothe,  IL.  Info:  (309)  968-6848  or  walkhawk2@ntslink.net 
2 Annual  Pueblo  Friendship  Powwow.  Contests.  Pueblo  Chemical 
Depot.  Info:  Susan  (719)  561-4223 

2- 3  40th  Annual  Tecumseh  Lodge  Powwow.  Tipton  County  Fairgrounds, 
Tipton,  IN. 

2-3  Michinemackinong  Traditional  Powwow.  St.  Ignace,  Mich.  Info: 

(906)  863-9831  or  kmcneel@hvl.bia.edu 

2-3  Ponemah  Powwow.  Ponemah,  MN.  Info:  (218)  679-3341. 

7-10  37th  Shoshone-Bannock  Powwow.  Fort  Hall,  ID. 

7- 10  3rd  Annual  Toomsboro  Inter-tribal  Powwow  honoring  all 
veterans.  Drum  Contest.  Toomsboro,  GA.  Info:  Derry  Lang  (912) 
377-8621. 

8- 9  Tchefuncte  Powwow.  A Strong  Buffalo  Production  by  Tom  Varnado. 
Tchefuncte  Family  Campground,  54492  Campground  Rd.,  Folsom,  LA. 
Info:  (225)  665-5650  or  1-888-280-1953 
WWW.TCHEFUNCTECAMPGROUND.COM 

8-10  3rd  Annual  Indian  Summer  Powwow.  Credit  Island,  Davenport, 
IA.  Info:  Less  (319)  381-3547 

8- 10  Moberly  Powwow.  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  Info:  (270) 
886-8033. 

9- 10  The  Native  Friendship  Centre  of  Montreal's  19th  Annual 
Traditional  Pow  Wow.  The  Bonsecours  Island,  in  the  Old  Port  of 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada.  Info:  D.Kent  (514)  499-1854;  Fax:  (514) 
499-9436  E-mail:  powwow@nfcm.org 

15  7th  Annual  St.  Francois  River  Powwow.  Industrial  Park, 
Farmington,  MO  Info:  (573)756-6702  or  (573)  756-3658 

15-17  St  Francis  River  Contest  Powwow.  Mineral  Area  College,  Park 
Hills,  MO.  Info:  (573)  358-7633. 

15-17  8th  Eastern  Shawnee  Powwow.  Tribal  Complex  west  of  Seneca, 
Oklahoma  800/957-2435 

15-17  Shadow  of  the  Buffalo  Powwow.  Clear  Creek  Park.  Shelbyville, 
KY  Info: (502)  451-0384 

15- 16  26th  Annual  American  Ind.  Alliance  Powwow.  Butte  Civic 
Center,  Butte  MT  Info:  (406)  782-0461 

16  TIHA  Annual  Fall  Powwow.  Robinson  Park,  Llano,  TX.  Info:  (817) 
797-8152. 

16- 17  10th  Paw  Paw  Moon  Festival.  State  Park,  Springfield,  OH 
Info:  (419)  238-0197 

16-17  17th  Annual  American  Indian  Days.  Balboa  Park,  San  Diego,  CA 
Info: (619)  281-5964 

16-17  14th  Annual  Bedford  Powwow.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers  V.A.  Medical 
Center,  Bedford,  Mass.  Info:  (978)  667-6498  or  (781)  275-7500. 
16-17  6th  Annual  Harvest  Powwow:  In  Honor  of  the  Ancestors. 
Mokena,  IL.  Info:  (630)  961-9323. 


16-17  8th  Annual  Four  Winds  Powwow.  Special  Events  Center, 

Killeen,  TX  Info:  (254)699-3167  or  (254)  520-6169 

18-22  5th  Annual  Powwow  Cruise.  Carnival  Cruise  Lines,  Los 

Angeles,  CA  Info:  (760)  369-2232 

20- 22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,000  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  663-2313  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email:  3FLMW@aol.com 

21- 24  28th  National  Indian  Days.  White  Swan  Pavilion,  White  Swan, 
Washington  Info:  (509)865-5121  ext.  274 

22- 24  10th  Casino  Morongo  Powwow.  Casino  Grounds,  Cabazon,  CA 
Info:  (909)849-3080  ext.  274 

22-24  2nd  Celebration  of  Sobriety.  HTE  Powwow  Grounds,  Hayward,  WI 
Info:  (715)634-5806 

22-24  Grand  Bois  Intertribal  Powwow.  Grand  Bois  State  Park, 

Bourg,  LA.  Info:  (504)  594-1068, 

22-24  5th  Annual  Blanchard  Indian  Pow  Wow.  Millstream  Fairgrounds 
East  Sandusky  St.  Findlay,  Ohio. Traders  by  invitation.  Info:  Billy 
Nelson  (419)  423-8194  or  Dawn  La  Roche  E-  Mail: 
dawncoyote@webtv.net 

22- 24  6th  Annual  Council  Tree  Powwow.  Confluence  Park,  Delta, 

Colorado.  $23,000  prize  money,  19  Traditional  Dance  Categories, 

Drum  Contest  $1000  1st.  place;  Miss  Indian  Colorado  xiv  Pageant. 

Info:  Wilma  or  Glenna  1-800-874-1741  or  counciltree@doci.net  or 
visit  www.counciltreepowwow.org 

23  Wood  Lake  Powwow  sponsored  by  The  Northern  Hoop  and  LaSalle 
Council  Camp  Masters.  South  of  3ones,  Mich,  on  M40.  Info:  (616) 

663-5665  or  email:  woodlakepowwow@cs.com 

23  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23- 24  Mountain  in  the  Sky  Powwow.  Belleayre  Ski  Center, 

Highmount,  NY.  Info:  ( 914)  254-5782. 

23-24  South  Celebration  Powwow.  Oakes  Filed,  South  Charleston,  WV 
Info:  (800)238-9488 

23-24  Blanchard  Powwow.  Fair  Grounds,  Findlay,  OH  Info: 

(419)423-8194 

23-24  25th  Indian  Festival.  DeSoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL 
Info:  (205)378-7252 

23  American  Indian  Days  Celebration.  St.  Joseph  Indian  School, 
Chamberlain,  SD  Info:  (605)734-3300 

23-24  Northeastern  Powwow.  Roy  Wilkins  Park,  Jamaica,  NY 
Info: (516)226-5306  or  (718)978-7200 

23-24  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23  Northern  Plains  Powwow.  Elmond  Center,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  Info: 
(800)658-4797 

23-24  15th  Annual  Powwow.  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg,  GA.  Info: 
powwowdcr@aol . com 

23-24  7th  Corpus  Christi  Christi  Intertribal.  Memorial  Colisium, 

Corpus  Christi,  TX  Info:  (361)883-9980  or  (361)  643-0399 

29  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek  Commeration.  Tribal  Grounds,  Mt.  Vernon, 

AL  Info:  (334)829-5500 

30  First  Annual  T.P.R.C.  Benefit  Powwow.  Odessa  College  Sports 
Arena,  Odessa  College,  Odessa,  TX.  Info:  (915)  536-2415. 
avalonb@nwol . net;  http : //tprc . free servers . com 

29-Oct  1 Powwow.  Irvine  McDowell  Park,  Richmond,  KY 

29-Oct  1 3rd  Annual  Lenape  Tears  Powwow.  McCall&#8217; s Farm,  Route  443, 
Lehighton,  PA.  Info:  (570)  788-3330.  qthawk@csrlink.net 

29- Oct  1 6th  Annual  Spirits  Powwow.  Spirits  in  the  Oaks,  Joslin, 

IL  Info:  (309)944-3894  or  (309)887-4831 

30- Oct  1 Honor  White  Wolf  Powwow.  Town  Hall,  Dighton,  MA  Info: 
(508)880-6887 

30-Oct  1 6th  Annual  Waimea  Powwow.  Waimea  Ballpark,  Hawaii  (Big 
Island),  HI.  Info:  (808)  885-5569. 

30-Oct  7 The  Chickasaw  Indian  Festival.  Tishomingo,  Oklahoma. 


Expected  attendance  is  40,000.  Contact  Janet  Reed  at 
1-580-371-2040  or  you  may  use  this  e mail  address  for  forwarding 
barsue@brightok. net 

30-Oct  1 Northeastern  Native  American  Memorial  Powwow.  Roy 
Wilkin&#8217;s  Park,  Hamaica,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  (718)  978-7057  or  (516) 
226-5306. 

OCTOBER  2000 

6-7  First  Annual  Save  the  Land  Foundation  Festival,  Volusia  County 
Fair  Grounds  Rt.44  Deland,  FI.  Info.  904-441-8005  (Dale  Woodfin.) 

6-8  14th  Annual  Black  Hills  Powwow  & Arts  Expo,  the  Rushmore  Plaza 
Civic  Center,  Rapid  City,  SD.  Info:  (605)  341-0925. 
bhpowwow@rapidnet . com,  www. rapid net . com/~bh powwow 
6-8  Red  Crow  Powwow.  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY. 

6-8  10TH  Annual  Fleritage  Powwow.  Traditional  Indian  Dance, 

Cahokia  Mounds  Flistoric  Site,  Collinsville,  Illinois 
Contact-Lowell  Davis  217-688-2442 

6-8  7th  Annual  Grand  Celebration.  Grand  Casino  Coushatta.  Kinder, 

LA.  Info:  1-800-584-7263  ext  7676 

6- 8  Rainbow  Dancers  Powwow.  Buffalo  Ranch,  Farmer  City,  IL.  Info: 

(309)  968-6848  or  walkhawk2@ntslink.net 

7 Traditions  in  the  Making  Powwow.  Millard  County  Fair  Building, 

Delta,  UT.  Info:  (435)  864-2400.  email:  helena@gavtron.com  or 
visit : www.traditionsinthemaking.com 

7 2nd  Annual  Miss  Inidna  Teen  World  2000  Powwow.  Fort  Mcdowell 
Indian  Reservation,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ.  Info: 
mourningstar@uswest . net 

7 3rd  Annual  American  Indian  Festival.  Homewood  Park,  near 
Birmingham,  AL.  Info:  (205)  870-1095. 

7 Second  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Day  in  New  York 
City-Madison  Avenue.  One  Day  Only! ! ! Info:  Chief  Red  Deer  -212 
666-9478  or  718  292-1519  or  516  292-9447. 

7- 8  9th  Annual  Chukchansi  Celebration  Powwow.  46575  RD  417, 

Coarsegold,  CA.  Info:  (559)  683-6633. 

7-8  26th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Thomas  Square,  Donwtown 
Honolulu,  HI.  Info:  (808)  734-5171. 

7-8  10th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Day  of  the  Wolf.  Nelson  Cty 
Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY.  Info:  (502)  348-0425  or  email: 
bryant@bardstown . com 

13- 15  2000  Clarksville  Area  Powwow  &#8220jHonor  the  Ancestors&#8221; . Outside 
Port  Royal  State  Park,  50  NE  of  Nashville,  TN  (exit  11,  1-24 

west).  Info:  (931)  326-5837  or  nccircle@webmail.bellsouth.net 

14- 15  Kauai  Powwow  2000.  Kapaa  Beach  Park,  Kapaa,  HI.  Info:  (808) 

335-8588. 

14-15  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Veteans  Powwow. 

Honoring  All  Veteans.  Railroad  Museum  Park,  Fort  Payne,  AL.  Info: 

Jerry  Lang  (256)  492-5217. 

14-15  American  Indian  Gathering  - Year  of  the  Children.  College 
Dome,  Community  College  of  Beaver  Cty,  Monaca,  PA.  Info:  (724) 

774-9098. 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow  Honoring  Our  Yourth  of  the 
Peter  Skene  Odgen  Community  School,  100  Mile  House,  British 
Columbia,  Canada.  Info:  John  Archie  at : 1-250-395-2461  ext. 213  or 
email  brave_26@yahoo.com 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow,  Peter  Skene  Ogden&#8217j s Gathering 
Our  Dancers.  100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Info: 
www.genocities.com/brave_26/pow-wow.html  or  phone  (250)  395-2461 
ext  213. 

20-22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,00  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org. 

20- 22  Powwow  at  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Union,  KY 

21  Texas  Lumbee  Powwow.  Hearne  East  Side  Park,  Hearne,  TX.  Info: 

Alleen  Perkins  (979)  828-4977. 

21- 22  3rd  Annual  Octoraro  Native  American  Fall  Festival.  Camp 


John  Ware,  Southern  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Info:  Harry  (717) 
284-3427. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 
GA.  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 
961-5567. 

3- 5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 
Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 
TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www . ties . I<12 . mn . us/~raygor /powwow/ pwinfo . html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 
994-4882. 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 
757-2085. 

10- 12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 
Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 20  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
Dackson.  Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  Prairie  Winds  Powwow.  Bartle  Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  (913) 
768-4798 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 
(253)-596-1139. 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-Dan  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-Dan  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
DUNE  2001 

2-3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld.net 
National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 


E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 


Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

SEPTEMBER  & OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Sept.  2-3:  40th  Annual  Tecumseh  Pow  Wow,  Tipton  County  Fairgrounds,  Tipton, 
IN.  Info:  (317)  773-4233. 

Sept.  9-10:  Sequoyah  Fall  Festival,  at  the  Sequoyah  Birthplace  Museum, 
Vonore,  TN.  Info:  Vickie  Smith  (865)  609-7009  or  579-1384. 

Sept.  15-17:  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast 
Alabama,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL.  Info:  Linda  Bricknell, 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL  35989  (256)  635-0024,  or 
ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Sept.  16-17:  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Pow  Wow, 
Waterloo,  AL.  The  ride  begins  at  Ross's  Landing  near  Chattanooga,  TN, 
continues  to  McFarland  Park  in  Florence,  AL,  then  ends  up  in  Waterloo,  where 
the  festival  will  be  held.  Hours:  Saturday,  9am  - until;  Sunday,  1pm  - 5pm. 
Free  admission.  MC:  Gary  Smith 

Info:  Florence/Lauderdale  Co.  Tourism  (256)  740-4141. 

Sept.  16-17:  Ft.  Toulouse  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Ft.  Toulouse/Iackson 
Park,  Wetumpka,  AL.  1700's  re-enactors  will  demonstrate  the  lifeways  of 
French  soldiers  & area  Indians.  Hours:  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Ned  lenkins.  Fort 
Toulouse/Iackson  Park,  2521  West  Fort  Toulouse  Road,  Wetumpka,  AL  36092 
(334)  567-3002. 

Sept.  23-24:  September  Indian  Fest,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL. 
This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  there  will  be  demonstration  dances,  story 
telling,  etc.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  arts  & crafts. 
Hours:  9am  - 5:30pm.  Info:  3oe  Beckham,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  5181  Desoto 
Caverns  Pkwy.,  Childersburg,  AL  35044  (800)  933-2283. 

Sept.  29:  MOWA  Choctaw  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival  & Annual  Re-enactment  of 
the  Treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  at  the  MOWA  Reservation,  1080  West  Red 
Fox  Road,  Mount  Vernon,  AL.  Info:  Todd  Dohnston,  Route  1,  Box  390-D, 
McIntosh,  AL  36560  (334)  944-2789. 

Sept.  30-Oct.  1:  The  Eagle's  Message  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Limestone  County 
Sheriffs  Rodeo  Arena,  Hwy.  99,  Athens,  AL.  HD:  Red  Hawk  Singers;  MC:  Dohn 
Smith  & Ronnie  Ray.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults,  $2.00  Seniors  over  55  & 
children  ages  6-12,  free  for  children  under  6.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 7pm; 
Sunday,  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Marie  Hill  (256)  729-1968  or  Dudy  Southard,  29721 
Easter  Ferry  Road,  Lester,  AL  35647. 

Oct.  4-7:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  at  Moundville  Archaeological 
Park,  Hwy.  69,  Moundville,  AL.  Hours:  Wednesday  thru  Friday,  9am  -4pm; 
Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Kirk  Lueg,  Box  870340,  Moundville,  AL  35487-0340 
(205)  348-2136. 

Oct.  6-7:  36th  Annual  Boaz  Harvest  Festival  & 3rd  Annual  Pow  Wow,  on  the 
corner  lot  between  Billy  Blvd.  & Hwy.  205,  in  front  of  1st  Baptist  Church  in 
Boaz,  AL.  Free  admission.  GE  at  9am  each  day,  bonfire  at  7pm  Saturday.  HM: 
Running  Horse  Spirit;  HL:  Sherry  Crabtree;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  AD:  Gary 
Redwolf;  ST:  MoonShadow;  HD:  TBA.  Special  guests:  recording  artist  Dave 
"White  Wolf"  Trezak;  championship  bow  maker  limmy  Taylor.  Demonstrations  of 
flint  knapping  & coil  pottery  making,  Indian  arts  & crafts,  flute  music,  fry 
bread,  etc.  Info:  Morrisons  (256)  593-7336,  McAllisters  (256)  881-8020,  or 
Williamsons  (256)  582-0014. 


Oct.  7:  3rd  Annual  Homewood  Indian  Festival , at  Homewood  Park,  corner  of 
Oxmoor  Road  & Central  Avenue,  Homewood,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 6pm.  Free 
admission.  In  case  of  rain,  the  event  will  be  held  inside  the  Recreation 
Center  at  the  park.  All  intertribal  dancers  invited.  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence;  HL:  Raven  Woods;  ST:  Two  Dogs;  MC:  Dim  Standing 
Fox.  Info:  (205)  870-1095  fram  10am  - 7pm,  M-F. 

Oct.  15-16:  Festival  of  the  Singing  Rivers,  McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL. 
This  festival  celebrates  & teaches  the  culture  & history  of  Native  Americans 
through  arts  & crafts,  story  telling  & hands-on  demonstrations.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  Info: 
Florence/Lauderdale  Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35650  (256) 
740-4141. 

Oct.  14-15:  8th  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow  & Festival, 
at  Union  Park  in  Fort  Payne,  AL.  This  event  is  open  to  all  Veterans.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  9am  - 5pm.  MC:  Gary  Smith  Info:  Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum, 

PO  Box  681420,  Ft.  Payne,  AL  35968  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  21:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park,  3101 
Burritt  Dr.,  Huntsville,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of 
Native  American  traditions  & lifeways,  including  hands-on  demonstrations  & 
Kids  Korner  activities.  Hours:  10am  - 4pm.  Info:  jeff  Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  21-22:  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Wetumpka,  AL.  See 
Sept.  16-17  listing  for  details.  Info:  Ned  lenkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Iackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  Dudi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Aug  2000  10:59:38  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics  + Indian  Art  + Annie  Humphrey  + Gerald  Vizenor 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Aug  21-25 

2)  Indian  Art,  California  Style 

3)  Gerald  Vizenor  on  New  Letters 

4)  Annie  Humphrey  on  Earthsongs 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Aug  21-25 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 8/21:  Indian  in  the  Spotlight:  Irene  Bedard: 

You've  seen  her  on  the  big  screen  in  Smoke  Signals  and  Lakota  Woman.  You've 
heard  her  voice  on  your  child's  videotape  of  Pocahontas  and  you've  probably 
noticed  her  appealing  smile  on  the  cover  of  numerous  magazines.  Because  of 
her  acting  talent  she  has  become  a familiar  figure  in  today's  pop  culture, 
loin  us  as  we  visit  with  our  Indian  in  the  Spotlight,  Inupiat/Cree  actress 
Irene  Bedard. 

TUE  - 8/22:  Music  Maker:  Mary  Redhouse: 

She  is  a versatile  jazz  vocalist  who  calls  her  exploratory  style 
"eco-spiritual"  because  it  incorporates  birdcalls,  animal  cries, 
multi-octave  scat  lines,  and  Native  chants.  She  was  introduced  to  jazz  in 
grade  school  by  a school  librarian  who  played  jazz  albums  while  she  shelved 
books.  She  performs  on  the  William  Eaton  Ensemble's  Naked  in  Eureka,  the 
Redhouse  family's  Urban  Indian,  and  she  is  part  of  the  R.  Carlos  Nakai 
Quartet . 


WED  - 8/23:  AIO  Ambassadors  Program: 

Seven  years  ago,  Americans  for  Indian  Opportunity  (AIO)  launched  a 
leadership  program  designed  to  create  a new  generation  of  tribal  leaders 
who  incorporated  traditional  values  into  their  decision  making  process. 
Today,  this  intensive  training  program  continues  to  change  the  lives  of 
young  Indian  people  in  positive  ways,  who  in  turn  create  positive  changes 
in  their  communities.  Are  you  a young  leader  looking  for  culturally 
appropriate  training?  Guests  include  Laura  Harris  of  the  Comanche  Tribe, 
director  of  the  AIO  Ambassadors  Program. 

THU  - 8/24:  The  Arctic  Caribou  Trail: 

For  the  past  300  years,  the  birthing  grounds  of  the  great  caribou  herds  of 
the  arctic  have  remained  untouched  by  man.  But  now,  a group  led  by  Gwich'in 
people  is  planning  to  make  a trek  along  the  caribou  trails  in  an  effort  to 
bring  attention  to  the  need  to  preserve  the  herds.  Can  the  caribou  survive 
in  the  21st  Century?  Invited  guests  include  Sara  Dames  of  Arctic  Village, 
Alaska . 

FRI  - 8/25:  Prescription  Drugs: 

The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  is  considering  making  several  prescription 
drugs  available  over  the  counter.  Considering  that  the  Indian  Health 
Service  doesn't  even  provide  patients  with  access  to  all  available  drugs 
now,  what  would  this  move  suggest  for  our  health?  Would  it  provide  any 
benefit  to  Native  people?  Would  it  make  the  treatment  of  certain  illnesses 
easier  for  people  living  in  remote  communities  and  on  reservations?  Doin  us 
to  talk  about  the  pros  and  cons  of  switching  medication  from  under  the 
counter  to  over-the-counter. 

2)  Indian  Art,  California  Style 

California  Indian  artists  have  created  their  own  place  in  the  world  of  art. 
As  distinctly  different  from  the  popular  Santa  Fe  school  of  Indian  art  as 
it  is  from  the  mainstream,  it's  Indian  Art,  California  style. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

3)  Gerald  Vizenor  on  New  Letters 

In  this  edition  Gerald  Vizenor,  author  of  the  critically  acclaimed  "The 
Heirs  of  Columbus"  talks  about  his  book  "In  Dead  Voices."  In  this  work, 
Vizenor  once  again  explores  the  theme  of  transformation,  this  time  from  the 
point  of  view  of  an  Indian  woman  who  visits  the  urban  world  disguised  - 
trickster  style  - as  a flea,  a squirrel,  a crow,  ect. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

"New  Letters  on  the  Air"  runs  the  following  times 

Wednesdays  7:30pm 

Thursdays  1:30am,  7:30am 

Fridays  10:30am,  4:30pm,  10:30pm 

Saturdays  4:30am,  2:30pm 

Sundays  3:30am,  2:30pm 

Mondays  3:30am 

4)  Annie  Humphrey  on  Earthsongs 

Once  again  the  producers  of  Earthsongs  sit  down  with  Ojibway 
singer/songwriter  Annie  Humphery  and  talk  to  her  about  her  music  and  even 
about  how  her  lack  of  classical  training  has  allowed  her  to  go  musically 
where  others  never  thought  of  going  before. 


Details  at  www.eanthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  EDT)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

with  additional  feeds  at  knba.org  (in  Widows  Media)  11pm  on  Thursdays  and 
5pm  on  Saturdays 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

Coming  August  19th  "Native  Roots  and  Rhthyms  2000  LIVE  from  Albuquerque" 

...  listen  online  at  airos.org/audio.html  or  contact  your  local  public, 
community,  tribal  or  low-powered  fm  radio  station  and  tell  them  to  carry  it 
To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

John  D Berry,  Chris  Milda,  KOLA  HQ,  Martha  Ture,  Gary  Smith,  Nancy  Thomas, 
Buffalo  Folks,  SumerWCree,  Lona,  lanet  Smith,  Nokwisa  Yona,  Eric  Martin, 
lohnnie  Rustywire,  Debbie  Sanders 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Aug  31  01:30:26  2000 
Date:  Tue,  29  Aug  2000  18:02:05  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.036 
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/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Blackfoot  when  cherries  are  mushy  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  KOLA  Newslist,  Indianz,  LPDC  & 

Red  Road  Newsletter  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http: //www. azstar net . com/ public/d news/000826 rMiningAgreement . html 
http: //www. indiancountry.com/articles/headline-2000-08-23-03 . shtml 
http://www.ankn . uaf .edu/standards/culturaldoc . html 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news/ articles/0815Indiangraves-ON. html 
http: //www. azstar net . com/ public/d news/000826 r a veaga in . html 
http: //www. azstar net . com/public/dnews/000824RHawaiianRecognit . html 
http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news/ articles/0824odds24. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"Our  Elders  spoke  of  the  Original  Instructions  given  to  us  by  Wakan 
Tanka,  and  how  the  very  first  instruction  of  all  is  to  survive!" 

"Those  same  Elders  taught  us  that  we're  not  here  to  preserve  our 
tradition,  but  to  live  it.  Those  lessons  of  the  Elders  have  held 
me  in  good  stead  throughout  my  life.  I have  needed  them  often,  and 
will  no  doubt  continue  needing  them." 

Leonard  Peltier,  Ojibwa-Lakota 

("Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sundance"  by  Leonard  Peltier, 

Edited  by  Harvey  Arden,  ISBN  0-312-20354-3,  St.  Martin's  Press) 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

! I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 
j of  the  Republic  f 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  j 

I so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  i 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


I Journey 

t The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


From  the  mailbag.... 

Date:  Wed,  23  Aug  2000  01:50:27  -0400 

From:  mansfieldhouse@yahoo.com  (Maggie  Colburn) 

Sub j : WWW  Form  Submission 

Dear  Sirs: 

We  hold  a Renaissance  Faire  in  our  Village  on  30  Acres  here  in 
Mansfield,  Mo.  the  1st.  2 weeks  of  Dune  every  year. 

We  would  like  to  offer  this  Village  to  an  Indian  Tribe  to  hold 
their  annual  or  seasonal  pow  wow  or  other  festivals  they  have,  any 
other  times  of  the  year.  Our  winters  are  quite  mild  here,  so  it  would 
be  available  most  of  the  year,  excluding  our  festival.  We  have 
plenty  of  parking,  primitive  huts  and  a wonderful  Center  Circle 
(Village  Square)  where  our  Maypole  is  located. 

If  you  could  connect  us  to  the  proper  channels  to  forward  our 
invitation,  we  would  very  much  appreciate  that,  or  have  some  other 
ideas . 


we  thankyou,  sincerely,  Maggie  Colburn 


Some  rain  has  finally  come  to  Georgia.  It  is  too  little,  too  late  to 
save  many  of  the  grandfather  trees.  Reports  have  appeared  in  the  Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution  almost  weekly  decrying  the  way  developers  hack  down 
trees  in  spite  of  ordinances  compelling  some  tree  preservation.  Nothing 
is  done  to  abate  the  destruction,  and  the  heat  island  that  is  metro 
Atlanta  grows,  driving  away  the  few  clouds  that  do  come. 

In  the  meantime  much  of  Montana  is  a firepit.  The  fires  have  spread 
into  Washington,  destroying  much  of  the  Yakima  Reservation.  Things  aren't 
much  better  near  Poplar,  Montana  where  the  Salish-Kootenai  have  their 
nation . 


Pray  for  our  cousins,  that  they  might  be  spared  this  cleansing. 


(*,*) 

===w=w= 


Gary  Night  Owl  gars@olagrande.net 
P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 
Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@wolfstar.com 
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Date:  Sat,  26  Aug  2000  06:50:23  GMT 

From:  "lenapelady"  <akaf rybread@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : COMPLETING  THE  CIRCLE:  LAKE  SUPERIOR  WALK 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

He'  all,  it's  just  after  1 a.m.  here  in  Bad  River;  and  I wanted  to  share 
with  you  the  success  of  today  as  we  closed  the  circle  begun  in  June.  The 
Walk  to  Remember  around  Lake  Superior  has  been  an  experience  beyond  mere 
words,  but  I will  try  and  share  some  things  with  you. 

About  the  time  we  were  in  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Canada,  we  started  hearing, 
and  seeing  on  the  web,  that  this  historic,  momentous  journey,  carrying  on 
the  legacy  of  Walt  Bresette,  had  become  far  more  than  we,  living  together 
in  tents,  a nomadic  village,  could  have  comprehended.  We  were  told  that  we 
were  being  called  "the  sacred  walkers,"  a concept  that  was  beyond  our 
simple  lives,  and  our  daily  challenges  as  we  moved  that  precious  eagle 
staff  forward. 

A good  friend  and  I,  talking  about  that  concept,  just  looked  at  each  other 
in  astonishment. .. "sacred?  us?"  we  both  said,  all  of  us  about  3 days  out 


from  the  last  shower,  long  since  past  even  caring  about  modern  conveniences 
like  indoor  plumbing.  US?  We  had  our  own  life  within  that  village,  our  own 
internal  rhythms,  our  own  work,  our  challenges  as  we  celebrated  ceremonies 
morning  and  evening,  as  we  walked,  no  matter  what  the  weather,  as  we  ended 
our  day  of  travel  only  with  the  work  to  set  up  camp,  prepare  a meal  of  some 

sort  (except,  of  course,  on  the  days  when  wonderful  people  fed  us  and 

honored  us  with  feasts!),  do  the  ceremony,  sleep,  then  begin  again  before 
dawn  the  next  day. 

We  didn't  know,  couldn't  know,  and  frankly,  we  still  haven't  been  able  to 

comprehend  the  vastness  of  this  voyage  and  its  effects.  But  we  have  been 

gifted  with  so  much,  from  the  love,  smiles,  hugs,  food,  prayers,  and  caring 
of  so  many. 

On  the  night  of  our  last  talking  circle,  before  we  walked  into  the  Bad 
River  pow  wow  grounds,  I said  that  when  I left  home,  I would  tell  people 
that  I was  from  Oklahoma,  where  the  headquarters  of  the  Delaware  Tribe  of 
Indians  was. 

But  now,  that  has  changed. 

Now,  I,  like  my  brothers  and  sisters,  have  been  on  this  Walk  to 
Remember ....  and  now,  forever,  we  are  from  the  Village  of  the  Remembering 
People.  As  we  walked  Lake  Superior,  we  left  offerings  of  tobacco,  cloth,  and 
coins,  as  well  as  our  prayers  and  those  of  so  many  others,  all  around  this 
lake.  And  now  we  have  left  behind,  spiritually,  a circle  of  living  fire  that 
grew  from  heart  and  spirit,  a circle  that  today  was  closed  and  now  glows, 
completed,  and  strong. 

That  fire,  one  of  love,  dedication,  strength.  Native  traditions,  and  a 
coming  together  of  red,  white,  yellow,  black,  of  all  peoples  who  share 
Turtle  Island,  will  live  forever.  We  now  know  that  other  things  will  grow 
from  this  walk;  for  this  fire,  although  invisible  to  the  physical  eye,  is 
one  of  spirit  and  heart;  is  one  of  the  coming  forward  of  the  old  ways  into 
today,  the  beginning  of  a new  beginning. 

We  are,  indeed,  now  forever  from  the  Village  of  Remembering  People,  those 
of  us  tasked  and  blessed  with  the  challenge  of  this  journey  are  forever 
changed,  and  forever  linked  by  that  circle  of  fire  and  by  our  journey  that 
birthed  it. 

Along  the  way,  an  elder  honored  me  with  the  gift  of  a ceremony;  and  then 
tasked  me  to  perform  that  ceremony  daily  for  our  people,  our  family.  Each 
day,  as  part  of  our  morning  ceremonies,  I carried  the  responsibility  of 
blessing  and  sharing  our  ceremonial  water  for  our  village.  To  start  the  day 
with  the  gift  of  that  work,  and  to  be  able  to  walk  the  circle  and  give  that 
water,  with  love,  to  my  family  within  that  Village  of  Remembering  People, 
has  been  an  honor  and  a joy  beyond  mere  language.  I know  that  it  will  take 
time  for  all  of  us  to  return  to  our  "normal"  lives.  For  me,  I think  that 
the  sharing  of  that  water  will,  in  my  heart  and  spirit,  live  on  in  every 
morning  of  my  life.... and  some  days,  I know  I will  cry  a bit  because  this 
family  now  will  move  on  to  other  things,  and  although  we  will  remain  in 
touch,  I will  not  be  able  to  smile  at  them  as  I give  the  woman's  gift,  that 
of  life,  that  of  water. 

But  I also  know  that  those  tears,  when  they  come,  will  be  part  of  the  next 
ceremonies  I will  share,  part  of  the  tomorrows  for  our  work,  the  tomorrows 
that  will  grow  out  of  the  past  we  have  brought  forward  into  today. 

If  you  have  not  checked  out  the  photos  at  http://www.lifeinrealtime.com 
please  do  so.  They  will  give  you  a hint  of  the  people,  the  good  hearts,  the 
caring  spirits,  that  are  part  of  this  circle,  this  walk. 

And  we  want  everyone  to  know  that  all  of  you  who  prayed  for  us,  those  who 
supported  us,  even  if  you  weren't  here,  are  part  of  this,  because  we  know 
that  it  was  love  and  prayers  from  so  many  that  came  to  us  when  we  were 
tired,  or  hungry,  and  uplifted  us. 

I also  want  you  to  know  that  today  Maquah,  a muchly  honored  Vietnam 
Veteran,  carried  the  Veterans'  Eagle  Staff  into  the  arena  at  Bad  River.  And, 
today,  we  were  met  for  the  last  leg  of  the  journey  with  not  only  a drum, 
and  an  honor  song,  but  with  three  full  eagle  staffs,  and  when  we  saw  our 
reception,  we  cried,  for  joy. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  us  as  we  "decompress"  and  we  now  move  back 
into  the  work  in  other  places,  and  as  we  look  forward  to  the  work  yet  ahead 


that  we  know  we  will  be  led  to. 

Megwitch,  friends,  for  all  the  caring  that  we  know  has  been  there  for  all 
of  us,  Lenapelady  and  Maquah 

If  we  are  facing  in  the  right  direction,  all  we  have  to  do  is  keep  on 
walking.  - Buddhist  Proverb 

"RE : Crazy  Horse  Ride" 
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Date:  Sat,  19  Aug  2000  09:26:37  -0600 
From:  Eli  & Carolyn  Tail  <sinte@gwtc . net> 

ATTENTION 

ALL  ORGANIZED  RIDERS  ON  THE  PINE  RIDGE  INDIAN  RESERVATION 
OR  OTHER  BANDS  OR  TRIBES 

WE  NEED  EVERY  LAKOTA  TO  COME  TO  FORT  ROBINSON,  NEBRASKA  ON 
SEPTEMBER  6,  2000,  WHERE  CRAZY  HORSE  WAS  KILLED.  WE  WILL  SIGN 
A PETITION  ASKING  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  FOR  A NATIONAL  HOLIDAY  TO 
HONOR  CRAZY  HORSE  AND  ALL  THE  WARRIORS  WHO  FOUGHT  WITH  HIM 
AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  LITTLE  BIG  HORN.  WE  HONOR  A BLACK  MAN, 

MARTIN  LUTHER  KING,  ON  HIS  HOLIDAY,  BUT  NEVER  OUR  OWN  LAKOTA 
WARRIORS  WHO  ARE  FAMOUS. 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  TO  START  CONCENTRATING  ON  OUR  LAKOTA.  IT  IS  A 
BEGINNING  OF  A NEW  CENTURY  AND  A NEW  MILLENIUM,  THE  YEAR  2000. 

IF  YOU  ARE  LAKOTA,  BE  THERE.  IT  IS  UP  TO  YOU  TO  ORGANIZE  YOUR  RIDE 
TO  FORT  ROBINSON.  START  THREE  DAYS  AHEAD  OF  TIME  IF  YOU  HAVE  TO. 

AGENDA 

1-  HONORING  CEREMONY  AT  THE  DEATH  SITE 

2-  HONORING  OF  THE  WARRIORS  WHO  FOUGHT  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  THE 
LITTLE  BIG  HORN 

3-  SIGNING  OF  A PETITION  ASKING  FOR  A NATIONAL  HOLIDAY  TO  HONOR 
CRAZY  HORSE  ON  SEPTEMBER  6 

4-  MINI  POW-WOW  IF  POSSIBLE 

This  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Lakota  descendants  of  the  warriors  of  the 
Crazy  Horse  Band 

For  more  information,  contact  Eli  3.  Tail,  Sr.  at  605-455-1250 
or  Chubbs  Thunderhawk  at  867-2253 
<+>=<+> 

KOLA  Information:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/index.htm 

KOLA  Petitions:  http://kola-hq.hypermart.net 

KOLA  Greeting  Cards:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/cards.htm 
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Indian  statue  picked  to  crown  state's  dome 
By  MICHAEL  OVERALL 
c.  Tulsa  World 
8/19/00 

Although  the  specific  design  remains  to  be  decided,  the  figure  of  an 
American  Indian  male  will  stand  on  top  of  the  state  Capitol's  new  dome. 


officials  announced  Friday. 

Suggestions  for  the  dome  statue  ranged  from  simply  farcical,  such  as  a 
giant  orange  construction  cone,  to  the  seriously  complex,  like  Will  Rogers 
riding  astride  a galloping  pony. 

But  art  experts,  as  well  as  the  general  public,  gave  overwhelming 
support  to  the  idea  of  an  Indian  figure  for  the  dome,  said  Betty  Price, 
executive  director  of  the  Oklahoma  Arts  Council  and  an  advisor  to  the 
Capitol  Preservation  Commission. 

In  charge  of  choosing  artwork  to  go  along  with  the  $20  million  dome,  the 
commission  voted  unanimously  for  an  Indian  statue  after  hearing  input  from 
art  historians  and  scholars. 

Members  also  reviewed  suggestions  that  Tulsa  World  readers  submitted  via 
e-mail . 

"But  almost  everybody  --  the  historians,  the  artists,  the  general  public 
--  agreed  that  we  should  pay  tribute  to  our  Native  American  roots,"  Price 
said.  "That  heritage  is  something  unique  to  Oklahoma,  a defining  part  of 
who  we  are  as  a state." 

The  commission  will  begin  contacting  Oklahoma  artists  next  week  to 
invite  detailed  proposals  for  the  statue.  Price  said. 

That  design  must  not  portray  a specific  individual  or  represent  any 
particular  Indian  tribe,  the  commission  decided.  Guidelines  for  the 
artwork  approved  by  the  commission  call  for  a generic  male  figure. 

"We  feel  it's  important  not  to  single  out  any  one  person  or  group," 

Price  explained,  "but  to  choose  a design  that  stands  for  all  of  Oklahoma." 

Although  always  intended  to  have  a dome,  the  Capitol  has  never  had  one 
because  the  state  ran  out  of  money  for  it  before  construction  halted  in 
1917. 

Following  the  original  design  for  the  Capitol,  the  top  of  the  dome  will 
have  room  for  a bronze  statue  up  to  20  feet  tall.  But  even  that  gargantuan 
size  will  seem  small  compared  to  the  155-foot  height  of  the  dome  itself. 

"For  it  to  be  appreciated  from  the  ground,  the  artist  will  have  to 
design  something  very  strong  and  bold,  with  simplicity,"  Price  said.  "It's 
going  to  be  a tremendous  challenge." 

And  the  design  work  will  have  to  progress  very  quickly,  too.  The 
completed  statue  must  be  ready  before  the  dome's  construction  is  finished 
in  fall  2002,  Price  said. 

Whoever  wins  the  design  competition,  the  artist  is  guaranteed  to  have 
the  most  talked-about  work  of  art  in  the  state. 

And  potentially  the  most  controversial,  too. 

Many  have  criticized  the  construction  of  the  dome  in  the  first  place. 
Others  have  said  the  dome  shouldn't  be  capped  by  any  expensive  artwork. 

But  the  $300,000  cost  for  the  statue  will  be  covered  by  private  fund- 
raising, Price  said. 

"RE : Tribes  said  Pumice  Venture  Desecrated  Peaks"  
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Tribes  said  pumice  venture  desecrated  Peaks 
Plan  will  close  N.  Ariz.  mine 
By  Scott  Thomsen 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

PHOENIX  - Federal  officials  have  negotiated  a deal  to  close  a pumice  mine 
on  a Northern  Arizona  mountain  held  sacred  by  13  American  Indian  tribes. 

Under  the  agreement  to  be  signed  by  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt 
next  week,  the  federal  government  would  pay  Phoenix-based  mine  operator 
Tufflite  Inc.  $1  million.  In  return,  Tufflite  would  close  the  White  Vulcan 
Mine  on  the  San  Francisco  Peaks  within  the  next  six  months,  relinquish  its 
49  mining  claims  in  the  area  and  restore  the  mine  site. 


"I  am  pleased  that  this  mine  is  being  shut  down/'  Babbitt  said  in 
announcing  the  deal  yesterday.  "The  mine  is  on  land  which  is  sacred  to  13 
Native  American  tribes,  and  the  operation  of  this  mine  has  scarred  the  San 
Francisco  Peaks . " 

Babbitt  is  scheduled  to  visit  the  mine  and  sign  the  agreement  with 
Tufflite  officials  on  Monday. 

Douglas  G.  Martin,  an  attorney  for  Tufflite,  said  the  agreement  still 
had  not  been  finalized  yesterday  afternoon.  The  government  needs  to 
identify  a funding  source  for  its  payment,  he  said. 

The  San  Francisco  Peaks  area  has  been  the  focus  of  arguments  since 
environmentalists  and  American  Indians  teamed  up  to  try  blocking  an 
expansion  of  the  90-acre  White  Vulcan  pumice  mine. 

The  tribes  gather  medicines  and  conduct  sacred  ceremonies  and  prayers  on 
the  peaks,  actually  an  extinct  volcano. 

The  range  also  has  the  state's  tallest  mountain  and  offers  views  from 
its  summit  areas  that  stretch  to  the  Grand  Canyon's  North  Rim,  80  miles 
away. 

"We  do  feel  good  about  it,"  Navajo  Nation  spokesman  Merle  Pete  said  of 
the  pending  agreement.  "We  had  always  hoped  the  Department  of  Interior 
would  make  this  type  of  decision." 

Phoenix-based  Tufflite  Inc.  has  been  extracting  pumice  under  the  1872 
Mining  Law,  which  allows  companies  to  buy  land  for  as  little  as  $2.50  an 
acre  to  mine  hard-rock  minerals  such  as  gold,  silver  and  copper. 

Companies  are  not  required  to  pay  royalties  to  the  government  for  the 
minerals  they  get. 

The  Forest  Service  sued  Tufflite,  arguing  the  company  should  have  paid 
royalties  on  pumice  that  was  too  small  to  be  considered  a hard-rock 
mineral.  Pumice  is  used  primarily  in  making  concrete  and  stone-washed 
jeans . 

Tufflite' s Martin  said  that  suit  would  be  dropped  as  part  of  the 
agreement . 

During  an  April  visit.  Babbitt  called  the  mine  a "sacrilegious  scar"  and 
said  the  land  should  not  be  desecrated  for  a material  used  for  cosmetic 
purposes . 

Andy  Bessler,  organizer  of  a Sierra  Club  "Save  the  Peaks"  campaign  to 
close  the  mine,  was  delighted  by  the  announcement. 

"It's  great  news.  We've  been  fighting  this  for  years,"  Bessler  said.  "We 
see  it  as  the  first  step  in  the  healing  process  for  the  San  Francisco 
Peaks . 

"But  while  we're  happy,  we  can't  stop,"  he  said.  "As  long  as  the  1872 
mining  law  is  on  the  books  this  can  happen  anywhere." 

On  the  Net: 

Department  of  the  Interior:  www.doi.gov/doipress 
Coconino  National  Forest:  www.fs.fed.us/r3/coconino 
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Proposed  English-only  law  opposed  by  Oklahoma  tribal  leaders 
By  Mary  Pierpoint 
Today  staff 

TULSA,  Okla.  - Tribal  leaders  in  Oklahoma  are  opposing  an  "English-Only" 
initiative  slated  for  the  ballot  in  the  next  state  election. 

The  proposal  would  make  English  the  only  language  recognized  in  the  state 
which  opponents  see  as  far-reaching  discrimination  aimed  at  minorities  in 
Kansas . 

Petitioners  gathered  enough  signatures  to  place  the  proposal  on  the 
ballot  and  the  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court  is  reviewing  it.  Minority  leaders  in 


the  state  plan  to  challenge  the  petition's  legality. 

The  English-only  initiative,  if  passed,  won't  allow  the  state  to  spend 
money  to  conduct  business  in  any  language  other  than  English. 

Tribal  leaders  from  the  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  Seminole  and 
Muscogee  (Creek)  nations  support  a resolution  opposing  the  ballot  initiative 

They  believe  it  is  not  only  discriminatory,  but  would  have  a strong, 
negative  impact  on  Oklahoma's  economy.  The  state  spends  $2.5  million  on 
tourism  with  tourism  offices  in  Japan,  Brazil  and  Germany  and  it  markets 
tourism  in  Switzerland  and  Austria.  Tribal  leaders  are  questioning  whether 
the  English-only  law  means  closing  down  those  offices,  since  they  aren't 
using  'English-only.' 

The  Cherokee  Nation's  deputy  chief.  Hasting  Shade  said,  "English  is  not 
in  any  danger  of  becoming  extinct.  And,  if  this  ballot  imitative  were  just  a 
vote  of  confidence  for  the  English  language,  I wouldn't  be  speaking  against 
it . 

Instead,  the  hidden  intent  of  this  law  is  to  make  it  harder  for  people  of 
whom  English  is  not  their  primary  language  to  remain  a part  of  Oklahoma's 
society. 

"English  is  my  second  language,  it  shouldn't  have  to  be  my  only  one,"  the 
bilingual  official  said. 

Republican  Gov.  Frank  Keating,  in  a speech  to  the  American  Indian  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  Tulsa,  called  the  proposed  law,  "narrow-minded,  mean-spirited, 
petulant  and  not  good  for  our  state." 

He  went  on  to  say,  "We  have  the  most  Native  Americans  of  any  state  in  the 
union,  and  we  are  proud  of  that.  We  are  finally  bringing  the 
African-Americans  into  the  mainstream,  and  the  Hispanics  are  a growing 
community  and  far  more  important  to  our  economy  than  they  were  even  10  years 
ago.  Why  stiff  any  of  these  people  and  say  they  are  not  fully  part  of  our 
society?  What  makes  us  a prosperous  society  is  when  we  embrace  everyone." 

As  Shade  put  it,  "The  idea  of  making  English  the  official  language  sounds 
like  a good  idea,  if  you  don't  look  at  it  real  close." 

Tribal  leaders  and  minority  groups  in  Oklahoma  are  looking  at  it  "real 
close . " 

In  a recent  Associated  Press  report,  Ralph  Morita,  a member  of  the 
Asian-American  Community  Service  Center  said,  "We  are  trying  to  fix  a 
non-existent  problem.  It's  a facade." 

But  state  Sen.  Carol  Martin,  R-Comanche,  disagrees.  "If  you  have 
immigrants  who  are  coming  into  your  state,  and  they  don't  have  an  opportunity 
to  learn  the  language  that  is  the  dominant  language  of  the  community  they  are 
more  isolated.  What  this  petition  will  do  is  encourage  immigrants  from  all 
different  countries,  when  they  come  into  our  land,  to  be  able  to  learn  and 
learn  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  dominant  language." 

Those  who  oppose  the  English-only  law  believe  it  will  have  an  immediate 
negative  impact  on  those  in  Oklahoma  who  do  not  speak  or  read  English  and 
that  if  the  law  removes  translators  from  court  systems  and  in  emergency 
situations,  it  unfairly  singles  out  minorities  who  do  not  have  English  as  a 
first  language.  They  also  say  that  the  law  could  mean  no  translations  on  tax 
forms  or  medicine  for  those  in  the  state. 

A resolution  by  the  opposing  tribal  nations,  who  represent  over  400,000 
members,  said  the  proposed  initiative  "targets  individuals  for  discriminatory 
treatment  based  solely  on  their  language  minority  status.  The  resolution  went 
on  to  refer  to  the  Cherokee,  Comanche  and  Navajo  code  talkers  in  World  Wars  I 
and  II  and  their  service  to  a country  in  which  English  was  not  their  first 
language.  ...  Native  American  languages  have  been  used  by  the  United  States 
government  in  defending  the  United  States  and  its  citizens." 

After  pondering  the  situation.  Principal  Cherokee  Chief  Chad  Smith  said, 

"I  don't  know  what  we'd  do  with  the  name  of  the  state.  Oklahoma  is  a Choctaw 
word.  I'll  guess  if  this  passes  we'll  just  have  to  come  up  with  something 
else  to  use." 

Mary  Pierpoint  reports  from  the  southern  Great  Plains  (Oklahoma  - Kansas). 

She  can  be  reached  at  (785)  665-3027.  E-mail  Ozhorse@aol.com. 
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***  Canadian  agents  seize  lobster  traps 

BURNT  CHURCH,  New  Brunswick  (AP)  - Canadian  agents  seized  or 
destroyed  hundreds  of  lobster  traps  and  one  officer  was  hit  by  a rock 
as  Indian  fishermen  protested  the  raid  in  an  ongoing  dispute  over 
fishing  rights  off  eastern  Canada.  The  fisheries  official  was  struck 
in  the  face  by  a rock  and  taken  for  medical  treatment,  but  the  injury 
was  believed  to  be  slight,  said  Andre  Marc  Lanteigne,  a spokesman  for 
the  Department  of  Fisheries  and  Oceans.  Lanteigne  said  the  Tuesday 
raid  began  before  dawn,  with  officers  from  the  fisheries  department 
and  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  boarding  boats  to  remove  more 
than  400  of  the  1,300  traps  set  in  Miramichi  Bay,  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  New  Brunswick,  by  Micmac  Indians  from  the  Burnt  Church 
reservation.  See 
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Flas  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  Become  It's  Own  Worst  Enemy? 

From:  CheroProud@aol . com 

Regarding  recent  internet  posts  and  newspaper  articles  in  Indian  Country 
Today  concerning  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  and  their  so-called  "un- 
federally  recognized"  problem  makers,  it  seems  curiously  misleading  that 
the  spokesperson  for  CNO  conveniently  failed  to  point  out  that  their 
latest  "adversary"  Robin  Mayes  and  the  members  of  his  group  calling 
themselves  the  "Cherokee  Nation"  are  all  actually  federally  registered 
members  ..in  some  cases  highly  respected  elders... of  either  their  own 
Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  or  the  United  Keetoowah  Band  of  Cherokees. 

Such  omissions  typify  the  CNO  leadership's  long  record  of  attempting  to 
hail  themselves  and,  of  course,  the  Eastern  Cherokee  Band  (but  only  after 
they  finally  "graduated"  from  only  North  Carolina  state  recognition  to 
federal  recognition)  as  the  only  cherokee  people  on  earth.  Is  it  possible 
that  they  actually  don't  even  realize  they  insult  the  intelligence  of  not 
only  people  everywhere  who  share  their  blood,  but  everyone  in  general.  Or 
is  it  the  more  likely  prospect  that  these  people  who  constantly  tout 
culture,  nobility  and  great  Indian-ness  actually  do  not  know  the  meanings 
of  the  words  as  their  forebears  did? 

Out  of  one  side  of  their  mouth  they  openly  admit  - - even  publish  the 
fact  - - that  they  conspired  with  the  U.S.  government  to  limit  their 
precious  Dawes  enrollments  ( which  resulted  in  the  only  avenue  to  tribal 
membership  or  individual  land  allotments)  ONLY  TO  CFIEROKEES  WFIO  WERE 
RESIDENTS  OF  WHAT  IS  NOW  THE  OLD  CHEROKEE  SECTIONS  OF  EASTERN  OKLAHOMA. 

Not  only  that,  but  to  be  approved  for  that  roll,  applicants  also  had  to 
have  been  a resident,  or  a lineal  descendant  of  a person  who  was,  for  some 
period  of  time  PRIOR  to  Dawes.  Today,  they  readily  admit  that  there  are 
even  full  bloods  (and  lesser  amounts)  who  do  not  qualify  for  enrollment  in 
their  so-called  "federally  recognized"  nation  , yet  from  the  other  side  of 
their  mouth,  they  refer  to  them  as  "wannabees"  if  they  dare  to  exercise 
their  Creator  given  birthrights  or  pride  of  heritage  by  associating  with 
or  joining  one  of  the  various  "unrecognized"  or  even  state  recognized 
Cherokee  tribes. 


What  is  this  "federal  recognition"  all  about  anyway?  Let's  briefly 
review  the  facts  for  the  uneducated  from  both  within  and  without. 

Beginning  in  the  late  1700s  the  U.S.  Government  adopted  a policy  aimed  at 
assimilating  all  indian  people  into  the  mainly  European  populations  that 
had  become  mainstream.  The  indigenous  people  of  the  Eastern  seaboard  were 
first  to  experience  this  insidious  and  often  murderous  plan.  Among  them 
were  the  noble  and  resilient  Cherokees,  mountaineers  of  the  south.  In  1838 
and  39  , many  of  the  Cherokee  people  in  the  southeast  were  removed  from 
their  homelands  at  gunpoint  and  placed  on  the  infamous  and  well  known 
Trail  of  Tears  to  the  "darkened  " lands  - Indian  territories  in  the  west. 
This  was,  in  effect,  an  ethnic  cleansing  designed  to  congregate  these 
"savages"  in  one  place  away  from  the  great  white  majority,  many  of  whom 
believed  then  and  still  do  today,  that  they  are  the  masters  of  the  rest 
of  us,  as  ordained  by  the  Creator  himself.  Where  they  derived  this 
insanely  humorous  idea  is  still  a great  mystery;  nevertheless,  the  plan 
worked  -at  least  partially. 

In  the  early  1900 's,  under  a cloak  of  "saving  us  from  our  own  ignorant 
and  savage  ways"  the  Great  white  fathers  in  Washington  decided  against  our 
cultural  beliefs  (but  with  the  full  participation  and  endorsement  of  some 
of  our  own  unscrupulous  and  greedy  leaders)  that  the  Cherokee  land  in  what 
was  to  become  Oklahoma  (against  all  treaty  agreements)  should  be  allotted 
to  individuals.  The  current  Dawes  rolls  which  serve  as  the  only  basis 
today  for  tribal  membership  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  were  a 
result  of  that  great  decision.  No  other  historical  rolls  of  our  people  are 
considered  alone  for  federal  tribal  recognition  in  the  CNO.  A little  known 
rule,  however,  required  that  to  be  placed  on  the  roll,  there  was  a 
residency  requirement  as  described  above.  And  the  "recognized"  western 
Cherokee  leadership  at  that  time  ludicrously  agreed  to  it.  Does  this  fact 
have  an  obnoxious  smell  to  it? 

Of  course  it  does,  and  it  serves  to  point  out  that  by  then,  any 
semblance  of  real  "culture"  had  already  begun  to  seriously  erode, 
especially  among  leadership.  Greed  had  taken  its  place.  What  nation  of 
people  anywhere  who  truly  possesses  a cherished  and  respected  culture 
would  even  consider  denying  the  very  blood  birthrights  and  heritage  of 
some  of  their  own  people? 

Ours  did.  And  the  absurdity  continues  today.  Through  continual 
brainwashing  and  the  obvious  acknowledgments  of  being  wards  of  the  very 
government  responsible  for  the  ultimate  demise  of  all  the  great  Indian 
nations,  "Federal  recognition"  and  the  coveted  individual  tribal  ID  and 
CDIB  cards  have  become  to  many  of  the  people  who  possess  them  the  only 
acceptable  means  of  identifying  who  is  Indian  and  who  is  not. 

Now  what  does  this  actually  say?  Where  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
is  concerned  (for  that  matter  to  all  tribes)  it  quite  simply  validates 
that  for  the  people  who  refused  to  assimilate,  the  US. Government  first 
herded  our  people  like  cattle  to  a place  originally  planned  for 
segregation.  Then  they  made  it  quite  plain  that  our  people  HAD  to  stay 
there  or  they  would  be  severally  punished.  . . even  to  the  extent  of 
losing  their  individual  identities.  And  public  records  verify  that  the 
Cherokee  leadership  of  the  day  went  along  with  it.  Public  records  also 
substantiate  that  they  still  do  the  same  today  as  witnessed  by  their 
continued  disrespectful  and  jealous  attitudes  toward  Cherokee  people  other 
than  their  own,  and  their  active  endorsement  of  federal  recognition  tribal 
membership  and  CDIB  carding  requirements  as  the  only  means  of  identifying 
Cherokees  regardless  of  their  blood. 

The  CNO,  along  with  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokees,  relentlessly  ridicule 
"non  federally  recognized"  people  of  their  own  blood  (who  by  the  way,  are 
considered  class  IV  Native  Americans  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  affairs), 
calling  them  "wannabees'  and  other  such  derogatories  and  constantly 
espousing  that  they  are  NOT  Cherokee  people.  That  is  utter  hogwash  and 
the  rolls  and  records  other  than  Dawes  fully  substantiate  it.  One  does  not 
have  to  be  a law  school  graduate  to  look  at  the  U.S.  Government  Siler 
rolls  of  1851,  as  just  one  example,  which  is  a listing  of  over  1750 
Cherokee  people  still  living  in  Tenn,  Ala,  Ga,  NC,  etc.  a full  12  years 
after  the  last  year  of  the  Trail  of  Tears  (1839)! 


Did  these  people  simply  disappear  into  thin  air? 

Are  the  hundreds  of  thousands  if  not  millions  of  descendants  of  these 
people  today  any  different  whatever  from  the  members  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  of  Oklahoma,  UKB  or  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokees  except  for  which 
roll  their  ancestors  were  recorded  on? 

Of  course  not  and  in  fact  many  of  them  have  as  much  blood  quantum,  often 
more,  than  the  vast  majority  of  the  CNO  and  Eastern  band  members  (today 
that  doesn't  require  much  as  the  CNO  registers  "Indians"  with  tiny  blood 
fractions  in  the  thousandths)!  And  what  of  those  whose  ancestors  name's 
NEVER  made  a roll.  They  are  damned  because  they  didn't  kiss  the  backsides 
of  Andrew  lackson's  cronies  like  so  many  others  did  ? It  would  seem  that 
in  the  eyes  of  any  logical  person  they  would  be  about  as  close  to  heros  as 
one  could  get  within  the  viewpoints  of  their  peers,  but  not  so  to  CNO 
leadership  - They  are  "wannabees!.  Bull!  Of  the  people  who  did  go  to 
Oklahoma,  many  left  during  the  gold  rush  days  of  the  1850s  never  to  return 
and  more  made  their  exodus  during  the  upheaval  of  the  Civil  War.  Some  of 
the  immigrants  and  removal  victims  returned  to  their  homelands  in  the  east 
soon  after  arriving  in  the  west.  Another  often  overlooked  fact  is  that  the 
Removal  Act  which  resulted  in  the  forced  removal  of  the  five  civilized 
tribes  required  that  ONLY  PEOPLE  OF  1/4  DEGREE  INDIAN  BLOOD  OR  MORE  be 
removed  from  the  east.  There  were  thousands  of  these  who  were  not  removed 
even  though  many  who  lived  in  Georgia  lost  their  land  in  the  infamous  land 
lotteries,  and  it  must  be  assumed  that  it  is  not  worth  to  mention  that 
many,  many  Cherokee  people  hid  out  and  assimilated  (and  not  just  the 
small  group  of  Eastern  Band  progenitors  as  they  would  like  everyone  to 
believe) . In  his  very  popular  book  "Cherokee  Roots"  Second  Edition,  Volume 
One,  author  Bob  Blankenship  who  also  happens  to  be  a council  member  for 
the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokees  states  "Intermarriages  were  frequent  and  as  a 
consequence,  Cherokee  blood  flows  in  the  veins  of  millions  of  Americans 
living  today."  So  this  question  of  who  is  really  Indian  and  who  is  not 
begs  an  answer  - were  all  of  these  people  picked  up  by  space  ships?  Do  the 
descendants  of  all  of  these  people  deserve  the  constant  insults  heaped  on 
them  by  the  leadership  of  the  Federal  Cherokee  tribes? 

The  legislatures  of  the  states  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  as  just  two 
examples,  had  the  good  sense  years  ago  to  realize  that  some  of  their  long 
time  citizens  who,  because  of  their  ancestry,  fall  into  the  well  set  and 
immoral  "Dawes  trap"  deserve  recognition  of  the  blood  they  take  pride  in 
and  provided  a means  for  them  to  do  so  by  providing  state  legislated 
recognition . 

Some  would  have  you  believe  that  they  had  no  authority  to  do  that,  which 
is  verifiably  erroneous,  but  more  importantly  one  must  ask  why  would 
anyone  be  so  adamantly  opposed  to  it?  Nevertheless,  Mrs.  Mankiller  and 
other  leaders  in  the  east  came  up  in  arms  ridiculing  this  when  it  happened 
and  they  have  done  so  ever  since.  Perhaps  someone  in  the  CNO  can  explain 
what  is  wrong  with  this  and  if  they  offer  one  of  their  usual  BS  replies 
that  has  to  do  with  "damaging  their  culture,"  be  very  careful  to  not 
overlook  the  fact  that  that  all  of  them  ultimately  interpret  to  "greed." 

You  may  rest  assured  they'll  have  trouble  finding  any  logical  reasons 
other  than  perhaps  ignorance  of  their  own  history  or  skeletons  in  their 
own  closet,  because  quite  frankly,  they  don't  exist.  Preservation  of 
culture  to  the  disavowed  is,  in  fact,  most  often  their  highest  priority,  a 
phenomenon  that  seems  to  have  largely  escaped  their  western  relatives. 

While  on  this  subject,  perhaps  they  can  also  explain  why  during  the  recent 
2000  census  they  put  out  news  releases  encouraging  the  very  people  they  so 
disdain  to  put  "Cherokee"  on  their  questionnaires  "even  if  they  are  not 
tribal  members."  It  doesn't  take  an  Einstein  to  figure  out  why  any  more 
than  it  does  to  determine  that  agreeing  to  recognition  through  only  the 
Dawes  rolls  was  only  for  political  favor  and  avidity. 

The  fact  is  that  most  members  of  state  recognized  tribes  in  particular 
and  even  those  with  no  recognition  don't  give  a tinker's  damn  about  the 
federal  benefits  that  the  federal  tribes  are  so  obviously  afraid  of  having 
to  share.  And  they  certainly  have  no  respect  for  recognition  from  the  very 
people  who  were  ultimately  the  cause  of  the  demise  of  their  ancestors  in 
the  first  place.  Their  choice  bumper  sticker,  were  they  to  choose  one, 
would  likely  say  "Take  Your  Federal  Recognition  and  the  Cards  that 


Substantiate  the  Cultural  Ruin  of  Our  Culture  and  Shove  Them!"  This  is  not 
meant  to  imply  that  they  condemn  or  disrespect  individual  federal  tribal 
members  who  have  become  victims  of  this  crapola  and  actually  believe  the 
perpetual  propaganda  that  "all  our  people  were  removed  on  the  Trail  of 
Tears."  The  streaming  tears  on  the  faces  of  the  many  12  year  old  girls 
with  Cherokee  ancestry  that  many  Cherokee  have  seen  because  they  were 
refused  the  privilege  of  dancing  at  festivals  and  those  of  countless  blood 
grandmothers  who  have  given  their  lives  to  their  families,  people  and 

passing  on  their  honorable  culture  - - all  because  they  have  no  " federal 

card"  are  a great  tribute  to  CNO  leaders  in  this  writer's  opinion  . Great 
going  folks,  you  should  be  real  proud  of  such  worthy  accomplishments! 

This  writer  is  not  familiar  with  the  "Southern  Cherokees"  or  their 
recently  reported  actions  found  unfavorable  to  the  CNO.  Presumably,  the 
future  will  likely  decide  if  the  Robin  Mayes  group  currently  under  the 
scrutinous  eyes  of  the  CNO  has  a legal  leg  to  stand  on,  but  one  has  to  ask. 

..If  their  claims  of  fraud  and  wrong  doing  against  the  CNO  have  no 

credibility,  why  is  the  CNO  so  apparently  concerned  or  afraid  of  them? 

Ditto  for  the  state  recognized  and  non  recognized  groups.  It  has  been  said 
by  far  more  knowledgeable  scribes  than  this  one  that  he  who  yells  racism 
the  loudest  is  most  often  the  greatest  racist  of  all  and  he  who  screams 
fire  might  well  be  the  one  who  lit  it.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
just  how  many  readers  have  taken  the  time  to  research  the  Mayes  group's 
claims?  They  just  might  be  very  surprised  at  the  chronic  and  documented 
back  stabbing  and  politics  CNO  leaders  have  participated  in.  . . against 
their  own  people  as  well  as  the  non-recognized . And  if  they  have  any 
compassion  at  all,  they  will  be  unable  to  avoid  seeing  absolute  proof  of 
their  past  and  present  leadership's  long  and  pompous  record  of  attempting 
to  discredit  and  disavow  non  -recognized  Cherokee  people  whom  they  readily 
admit  widely  exist!  All  real  Cherokees  know  that  some  "wannabees"  exist 
and  I won't  even  attempt  to  discern  why.  Non  recognized  or  state 
recognized  Cherokees  dislike  having  to  deal  with  them  as  much  as  anyone. 

But  to  stereotype  all  people  who  are  not  federally  recognized  tribal 
members  as  a part  of  them  is  unforgivable  and  most  likely  unacceptable  and 
unfair  in  the  eyes  of  any  reasonable  person. 

What  is  perhaps  the  biggest  irony  of  all  of  this  is  that,  save  being 
regularly  aggravated  by  the  ignorance  they  seem  so  intent  on  advertising 
in  print  (surely  no  one  in  their  right  mind  would  expect  the  entire  world 
to  applaud  or  support  them  for  admittingly  disavowing  some  of  their  own 
blood  in  the  name  of  greed)  no  one  but  the  specific  federally  recognized 
tribal  members  who  are  guilty  of  promulgating  this  nonsense  really  seems 
to  give  a damn  about  what  they  actually  think  along  these  lines.  And  they 
certainly  manage  a good  laugh  at  the  holier  than  thou,  self  -proclaimed, 
preposterous  superiority  often  expressed  by  some  who  actually  have  the 
audacity  to  believe  it  exists. 

One  can  only  hope  that  CNO  will  eventually  wake  up  from  their  long,  well 
orchestrated  sleep!  As  tribal  sovereignties  and  any  worthwhile  public 
support  for  it  continue  to  wane  on  a daily  basis,  they  just  might  find 
themselves  in  the  precarious  position  of  having  to  ask  for  these  people's 
support,  just  to  exist,  and  perhaps  much  sooner  than  they  may  think.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  continue  on  their  current  adversarial  path  and 
eventually  find  themselves  surrounded  by  an  unfriendly  foe  (the  government 
they  have  so  long  aligned  themselves  with)  they  might  darn  well  hear  for 
real  from  their  unclaimed  kinsman  for  real,  the  proverbial  old  cowboy  - 
-Indian  joke,  "What  do  you  mean  "we,"  white  man?" 

Tony  Mack  McClure,  Ph.D. 

Author:  Cherokee  Proud:  A Guide  for  Tracing  and  Honoring  Your  Cherokee 
Ancestors . 
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State  Attorney  Attacks  Historian's  Testimony 
By  William  Kates 
c.  AP 
7/30/2000 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  _ A state  attorney  on  Wednesday  challenged  the 
adequacy  and  accuracy  of  research  by  a historian  who  testified  New  York 
acted  in  bad  faith  acquiring  land  from  the  Cayuga  Indian  Nation  two 
centuries  ago. 

It  was  the  second  day  on  the  witness  stand  for  Laurence  Hauptman,  an 
expert  in  Native  American  history  in  New  York  who  teaches  at  the  State 
University  of  New  York  at  New  Paltz.  On  Tuesday,  Hauptman  condemned  New 
York  officials  in  the  1790s  for  dealing  unfairly  with  the  Cayugas,  saying 
they  were  driven  by  personal  greed,  self-preservation  and  manifest  destiny 
to  "extinguish  Indian  title  and  sovereignty." 

A jury  in  February  awarded  the  Cayugas  $36.9  million  in  damages  for  the 
loss  of  64,027  acres  of  ancestral  homelands  in  Cayuga  and  Seneca  counties. 
Dudge  Neal  McCurn  ruled  in  1994  that  New  York  illegally  acquired  the  land 
in  1795  and  1807  by  purchasing  it  from  the  Cayugas  without  the  federal 
government's  required  approval. 

McCurn  is  now  weighing  historical  and  economic  factors  to  decide  whether 
the  jury's  award  should  be  increased. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Dave  Roberts  wasted  no  time  in  trying  to 
undermine  Hauptman 's  testimony  as  he  quizzed  him  on  his  preparation  of  the 
report  the  professor  submitted  to  the  court. 

Hauptman  said  he  was  hired  as  an  expert  witness  for  the  Cayugas  on  May 
29  and  submitted  his  report  on  Dune  16. 

"So  you  spent  two  weeks  and  a day  putting  together  this  report?"  Roberts 
asked . 

"To  be  exact,  it  was  18  days,"  retorted  Hauptman,  who  then  continued  to 
explain  that  he  has  spent  30  years  researching  the  Iroquois  in  New  York 
and  has  written  and  spoken  extensively  on  that  subject. 

Roberts  interrupted  and  asked  the  judge  to  require  Hauptman  to  answer 
the  questions  asked  and  not  offer  explanations.  It  was  a request  the  state 
attorney  repeated  frequently  during  his  cross-examination. 

Later,  Roberts  suggested  Hauptman  had  simply  "grafted"  his  report  by 
pulling  verbatim  excerpts  from  his  previous  writings.  Hauptman  testified 
during  direct  examination  that  to  prepare  the  report  he  spent  two  days 
weeding  through  documents  in  the  state  archives  and  conferred  with  other 
historians . 

"No,  I didn't  scissors  and  paste  it,  sir,"  Hauptman  said. 

Roberts  later  tried  to  suggest  Hauptman 's  report  was  biased,  raising  the 
"potential  of  ethno-historians  to  lose  their  objectivity"  and  "see  Native 
American  tribes  as  victims  of  oppressive  governments  or  corporations." 

He  asked  Hauptman  if  he  "shaped"  his  historical  analysis  to  suit  the 
Iroquois,  who  the  professor  must  depend  on  in  part  to  further  his  research. 

"That's  ridiculous,  sir.  I am  an  impartial  scholar.  I am  offended," 
Hauptman  responded. 

After  attacking  Hauptman 's  research,  Roberts  turned  to  the  report  itself 
as  he  began  going  over  it  detail  by  detail. 

Roberts  was  expected  to  continue  his  cross-examination  of  Hauptman  on 
Thursday.  The  state  attorney  spent  nearly  four  days  questioning  the  expert 
historian  called  to  testify  by  the  federal  government,  which  is  supporting 
the  Cayugas  in  their  land  claim. 
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Cayuga  decision  will  be  months  in  the  works 

By  Associated  Press 

8/21/2000 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (AP)  It  took  a jury  just  10  hours  to  decide  what  the 


Cayuga  Indian  Nation  was  owed  for  its  lost  ancestral  lands.  It  will  take  a 
federal  judge  considerably  longer  to  determine  whether  the  Cayugas  are 
entitled  to  two  centuries'  worth  of  interest  on  part  of  that  award. 

In  fact,  it  will  be  months  before  U.S.  District  ludge  Neal  McCurn  even 
sits  down  to  begin  considering  the  evidence  he  heard  over  the  past  23  days. 
Testimony  ended  Friday  in  the  second  phase  of  the  Cayugas'  groundbreaking 
land  claim,  which  is  the  first  of  several  pending  against  the  state  of  New 
York  to  reach  the  damages  stage. 

It  will  now  take  approximately  six  weeks  for  the  trial  transcript  to  be 
prepared  and  distributed.  The  transcript  is  expected  to  easily  exceed  3, 

500  pages.  There  were  some  420  exhibits  introduced  as  evidence.  Once 
lawyers  have  a copy  of  the  transcript,  they  will  have  60  days  to  file 
post-trial  briefs.  An  additional  30  days  will  be  allowed  for  filing 
answering  briefs  in  response. 

When  all  the  briefs  are  in,  McCurn  will  begin  his  analysis  and  write  his 
decision . 

A nine-member  jury  in  February  awarded  the  Cayugas  $36.9  million  for  64, 
027  acres  of  lost  land  in  Cayuga  and  Seneca  counties.  McCurn  had 
previously  decided  the  land  was  illegally  acquired  in  1795  and  1807  by  New 
York  state,  which  failed  to  get  Congress'  approval  for  the  land 
transactions.  That  award  included  $1.9  million  for  the  lost  rental  value 
of  the  land.  It  is  that  figure  to  which  McCurn  must  decide  whether  to  add 
interest,  and  if  so,  how  much. 

An  economist  who  testified  as  an  expert  witness  for  the  Cayugas  said  the 
tribe  was  entitled  to  $1.7  billion  in  interest  for  the  entire  204-year 
period.  An  economist  for  the  federal  government,  which  has  sided  with  the 
Cayugas,  calculated  interest  at  $527.5  million  for  that  same  time.  The 
state's  expert  economist  said  the  Cayugas  did  not  deserve  interest. 

However,  if  McCurn  thinks  they  do,  then  the  amount  should  be  between  $2.6 
million  and  $12.1  million  and  dating  from  no  earlier  than  1974,  the 
economist  testified. 

Two  factors  McCurn  said  he  would  consider  on  the  interest  question  were 
whether  the  state  acted  in  good  faith  toward  the  Cayugas  at  the  time  it 
acquired  their  land,  and  whether  the  Cayugas  waited  too  long  to  bring 
their  lawsuit. 

The  Cayugas  and  their  expert  historian  testified  that  the  state  acted  in 
bad  faith,  using  deception  and  fraud  to  swindle  the  tribe.  A historian 
hired  by  the  state  offered  conflicting  testimony  that  New  York  officials 
were  more  than  fair  with  the  Cayugas,  who  wanted  to  sell  their  land 
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Navajo  Times  Online:  Politics 
Begaye  joins  lawsuit 

Cites  peoples'  requests  but  lawyers  say  case  will  be  dismissed 
By  Marley  Shebala 
Navajo  Times  Staff 

WINDOW  ROCK  - President  Kelsey  Begaye  on  Tuesday  joined  a 
lawsuit  against  the  Navajo  government  over  the  Sept.  5 election, 
referendum  and  council  pay  raises. 

Private  attorney  Leonard  Tsosie,  who  is  also  a New  Mexico 
senator,  filed  the  lawsuit  with  the  Window  Rock  District  Court  on 
Tuesday  on  behalf  of 

Council  Delegate  Edison  Wauneka  and  other  plaintiffs. 

Begaye  is  listed  in  the  lawsuit  as  an  "applicant  to  intervene." 

Attorney  General  Levon  Henry  and  Begaye,  under  the  Navajo  Nation 
Sovereign  Immunity  Act,  were  notified  by  certified  mail  on  Aug.  2 
that  Wauneka  and  others  planned  to  sue  them,  the  Navajo  Board  of 
Election  Supervisors,  election  office  director,  the  council. 


legislative  services  director,  and  the  legislative  counsel's  office. 

But  according  to  a copy  of  the  lawsuit,  the  defendants  are 
Council  Speaker  Edward  T.  Begay,  the  council's  Intergovernmental 
Relations  Committee  and  legislative  office  director  Rose  Graham. 

Henry,  after  learning  about  Begaye's  decision  to  intervene  in  the 
lawsuit,  said  the  president  and  his  staff  did  not  consult  with  his 
office  before  Wednesday's  announcement  to  intervene. 

"If  (Begaye)  had,  I would  have  told  him  that  the  case  is  not 
lawfully  filed  and  is  likely  to  be  dismissed,"  Henry  said. 

Steve  Boos,  chief  legislative  counsel,  added  that  tribal  law 
mandates  that  before  an  individual  can  join  a lawsuit,  he  must  point 
to  a specific  Navajo  law  that  allows  him  the  right  to  intervene. 

Boos  said,  "I  have  not  seen  his  pleadings,  but  I am  unaware  of 
the  existence  of  any  such  law  and  I doubt  the  court  would  even  have 
a basis  to  allow  him  to  intervene." 

Tsosie,  in  his  lawsuit,  also  asked  the  court  to  issue  a temporary 
restraining  order  to  stop  the  speaker,  IGR  and  Graham  from  working 
on  and  holding  the  Sept.  5 election. 

Window  Rock  District  Court  staff  reported  on  Wednesday  that  Judge 
Allen  Sloan  did  not  grant  a TRO  because  the  motion  was  defective. 

The  court  staff  said  Tsosie  planned  to  file  another  motion  later 
this  week. 

Henry  on  Wednesday  said  he  had  been  served  with  a copy  of  the 
lawsuit  and  could  not  comment  on  it. 

He  recalled  that  Wauneka  notified  the  nation  by  certified  mail 
about  his  intent  to  sue  on  Aug.  2. 

But,  Henry  explained,  the  Sovereign  Immunity  Act  is  quite  clear 
that  the  Navajo  courts  cannot  legally  accept  a complaint  against  the 
nation  until  30 

days  after  the  notice  is  served  by  certified  mail  on  both  the 
president  and  attorney  general. 

"Under  that  rule,  Mr.  Wauneka's  lawsuit  is  premature,"  he  said. 

Since  the  president  and  attorney  general  were  served  on  Aug.  2, 
the  30th  day  falls  on  Sept.  1.  But  since  the  law  says  a lawsuit  can 
be  filed  after  30 

days,  the  complaint  would  have  to  be  filed  on  Sept.  2. 

But  Sept.  2 is  a Saturday  and  Monday,  Sept.  4,  is  a holiday  so 
the  lawsuit  would  have  to  be  filed  on  Sept.  5,  which  is  the  day  of 
the  2000  general  election. 

Boos  said  the  Navajo  courts  have  repeatedly  dismissed  lawsuits 
against  the  Navajo  Nation  that  were  filed  in  violation  of  the  30 
days . 

"Mr.  Tsosie  is  aware  of  this  rule  and  has  had  several  of  his 
cases  dismissed  by  the  courts  when  he  has  filed  prior  to  the  end  of 
the  30-days  period,"  Boos  said. 

Henry  and  Boos  agreed  that  the  court  would  likely  dismiss 
Wauneka's  lawsuit. 

Boos  said,  "If  the  court  does  not  dismiss  on  its  own,  we  will  be 
filing  a motion  to  dismiss  on  the  ground  that  the  act  has  been 
violated . " 

Begaye  informed  Speaker  Begay  in  an  Aug.  16  memo  that  he  was 
joining  the  lawsuit. 

"I  have  received  numerous  requests  from  the  Navajo  people  to 
address  the  election  and  ballot  issues,"  he  said. 

"Most  recently,  the  Eastern  Navajo  Agency  Council  requested  that 
I look  into  how  to  simplify  the  ballot  language  as  well  as  address 
the  dispute  over  the  election  date  and  other  matters,"  he  said. 

He  reminded  Begay  that  he  vetoed  the  council's  legislation  that 
directed  the  Navajo  Board  of  Election  Supervisors  and  election 
office  to  conduct  the  election  on  Aug.  1 because  he  believed  there 
is  conflict  of  interest  for  the  Intergovernmental  Relations 
Committee  to  carry  out  the  election. 

"I  am  also  concerned  about  the  referendum  language  that  was 
changed  from  a simple  question  to  the  people  to  a question  that  is 
causing  great  confusion  to  the  voters,"  Begaye  said. 


Wauneka  said,  "This  lawsuit  is  about  restoring  the  supreme  power 
of  the  Navajo  people.  I have  respected  this  power  of  the  Navajo 
people,  but  my 

colleagues,  with  their  non-Indian  legislative  counsel,  have  trampled 
on  the  rights  of  the  Navajo  people." 

He  said  since  the  "takeover"  of  the  election  by  the  council,  the 
people  have  expressed  frustration  at  chapter  and  agency  meetings  and 
community  gatherings. 

"The  lawsuit  is  about  wanting  an  independent  body  to  conduct  the 
election.  Election  has  become  sacred  to  the  Navajo  people.  Because 
it  determines  their  destiny,"  Wauneka  said. 

He  said  the  "non-Navajo"  lawyers  are  twisting  Navajo  law  to  give 
them  power,  confuse  the  voters  and  deny  Navajo  people  their  right  to 
restructure  and  strengthen  the  Navajo  government. 

Wauneka  said,  "Those  who  feel  threatened  have  decided  to  change 
the  language  on  the  ballot  for  the  upcoming  election  and  have 
changed  the  election  dates  so  many  times  that  people  have  become 
confused,  alienated  and  unable  to  vote  on  the  issue  on  whether  to 
reduce  the  size  of  Navajo  Nation  Council." 

According  to  records  from  the  executive  and  legislative  branches, 
the  only  times  that  the  Aug.  1 election  date  was  changed  was  when 
the  election  supervisors  postponed  the  Aug.  1 election  to  Oct.  3 on 
Dune  22  because  they  did  not  have  $153,289  to  conduct  the  election. 

And  then  on  Sept.  31,  the  election  supervisors  recommended  to  the 
council  to  postpone  the  Aug.  1 election  to  Nov.  7 because  of 
improper  and  undue  influence  and  duress  imposed  by  the  council. 

They  also  said  the  council  shortened  the  absentee  voting  period 
from  30  days  to  four  days,  which  was  an  inherent  conflict  of 
interest  because  it 

attempts  to  reduce  the  opportunity  for  voting,  which  also  reduces 
the  possibility  that  an  adequate  number  of  voters  will  vote  on  the 
referendum  measure. 

When  the  election  was  not  held  on  Aug.  1,  the  council  set  Sept.  5 
as  the  date  for  the  election. 

Wauneka  said  the  plaintiffs  in  the  lawsuit  are  also  concerned 
about  the  election  supervisors  being  labeled  as  "criminals"  without 
the  benefit  of  a trial. 

The  Gallup  Independent  reported  that  Boos  called  the  election 
supervisors  criminals  "in  the  couched  language  of  lawyers." 

Boos,  in  an  Aug.  3 memo  to  Council  Delegate  Freddie  Howard,  said 
there  was  "probable  cause"  to  believe  the  election  board  committed  a 
criminal  violation  of  the  election  law. 

The  law  cited  by  Boos  states:  "It  is  unlawful  for  any  Chairman  or 
members  of  the  Navajo  Board  of  Election  Supervisors .. .to  knowingly  and 
willfully  fail  or  neglect  to  perform  any  duty  under  any  part  of  this 
chapter  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  chapter." 

Boos'  memo  was  written  in  response  to  a request  by  Howard  for  a 
written  explanation  of  the  legal  basis  for  "potential"  criminal 
prosecution  in  connection  with  the  cancelled  Aug.  1 election. 

He  also  informed  Howard,  who  is  a member  of  the  council's  Public 
Safety  Committee,  that  individuals  who  are  not  members  of  the 
election  board  but 

who  were  involved  in  the  decision  not  to  hold  the  Aug.  1 election, 
could  face  conspiracy  charges. 

Chief  Prosecutor  Donovan  Brown  said  he  was  aware  of  Boos's  memo 
and,  since  it  is  his  duty  to  look  into  potential  violations  of  law, 
he  is  "looking  into  the  matter." 

Brown  emphasized  that  his  office  was  not  filing  any  charges  - at 
this  time. 

Boos  also  noted  that  nowhere  in  his  memo  to  Howard  did  he  call 
the  election  supervisors  criminals. 

A criminal  is  someone  that  has  been  found  guilty  of  violating  the 
law,  he  said,  and  that  determination  is  made  by  the  courts. 

He  added  that  an  investigation  by  the  prosecutor  to  show  there  is 
sufficient  evidence  that  a crime  may  have  been  committed  also  must 


take  place  before  a complaint  can  be  filed  in  the  court  for  prosecution. 
Reach  the  reporter  at  marleyshebala@thenavajotimes.com 
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O'odham  will  staff  checkpoint  on  road  to  rave 
By  Doe  Burchell 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Up  to  7,000  people  headed  for  tonight's  Transcend  rave  concert  at  Cowtown 
Keeylocko  will  have  to  go  through  a Tohono  O'odham  police  checkpoint  to 
reach  the  remote  theme  town  just  west  of  Three  Points. 

A large  contingent  of  Pima  County  sheriff's  deputies  also  will  be 
deployed  to  provide  strict  traffic  and  drug  enforcement. 

Coleman  Road,  from  the  Ajo  Flighway  to  Cowtown  Keeylocko,  about  40  miles 
southwest  of  Tucson,  runs  through  the  Tohono  O'odham  reservation. 

The  checkpoint  was  ordered  after  Tribal  Police  Chief  Larry  Seligman  was 
notified  by  the  Pima  County  Sheriff's  Department  on  Thursday  that  the  rave 
might  be  moved  there. 

Euphoric  Empire  Inc.,  the  Los  Angeles-based  promoters  of  the  all-night 
electronic  music  concert,  was  forced  to  move  the  rave  after  the  county 
canceled  its  contract  to  have  it  at  the  fairgrounds.  The  rave  will  run 
from  9 p.m.  to  7 a.m. 

Although  the  new  location  hadn't  been  announced.  Sheriff's  Department 
Assistant  Chief  Brad  Gagnepain  said  the  department  found  out  where  it  was 
going  to  be  from  "intelligence  sources,"  and  verified  the  location  with 
aerial  surveillance. 

The  Sheriff's  Department  and  county  officials  are  adamantly  opposed  to 
the  rave  because  of  concerns  about  drug  use. 

Gagnepain  wouldn't  say  how  many  officers  will  be  assigned  to  the  rave, 
other  than  that  it  will  be  a large  group. 

Fie  said  the  Tohono  O'odham  Tribal  Council  considered  closing  the  road, 
cutting  off  access  to  the  rave,  but  settled  on  the  checkpoint  instead. 

He  said  he  doesn't  know  how  thoroughly  reservation  police  will  check  out 
attendees.  Tribal  police  representatives  did  not  respond  to  several  calls 
for  information. 

Gagnepain  said  tribal  police  weren't  asked  to  close  the  road  but  were 
told  the  Sheriff's  Department  would  support  them  if  they  did  close  the 
road  or  wanted  to  set  up  a checkpoint. 

Euphoric  Empire  attorney  Alan  Holcomb  said  he  was  notified  early 
yesterday  by  Margo  Cowan,  general  counsel  to  the  tribe,  that  the  road 
would  be  closed. 

But  Holcomb  said  that  after  discussions  with  Seligman;  Ed  Keeylocko,  who 
owns  the  private  theme  town;  and  others,  he  was  assured  by  all  parties 
that  the  road  would  be  open. 

"It's  much  ado  about  nothing,  if  you  ask  me,"  Holcomb  said  of  efforts  to 
shut  down  the  rave. 

"We  just  want  to  have  a little  music  event.  What's  the  freaking  problem? 
...  There's  so  much  negative  energy  out  there  it's  giving  me  a backache," 
he  said. 

Keeylocko  said  he  was  annoyed  by  a message  on  his  answering  machine 
questioning  his  agreement  to  allow  the  rave  on  his  property,  and  by  the 
effort  to  shut  down  the  event. 

"This  is  private  land.  . . . The  right  to  assemble  on  your  own  land  is 
still  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution,"  he  said. 

Although  County  Administrator  Chuck  Huckelberry  pressed  the  Southwest 
Fair  Commission  to  cancel  the  event  at  the  fairgrounds,  he  said  he's  no 
longer  involved  in  trying  to  stop  it. 

"As  long  as  they're  lawfully  occupying  private  property  and  don't 


violate  any  noise  ordinances  and  we  don't  get  any  complaints,  we  won't 
respond  or  get  involved,"  he  said. 

Holcomb  said  there  are  only  about  four  homes  within  a mile  of  the  site, 
and  the  promoters  are  trying  to  meet  with  the  residents  to  resolve  any 
concerns . 

Contact  Joe  Burchell  at  573-4244  or  at  burchell@azstarnet . com . 

"RE : The  Future  of  the  TCIA"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Aug  2000  08:07:52  -0400 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : FOR  WOTANGING  IKCHE!  The  future  of  the  TCIA 

Janet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http : //www . owlstar . com 

Original  Message  

> By  way  of  Tom  Kunesh: 

> 

> Date:  Mon,  28  Aug  2000  00:56:28  -0400 

> From:  tom  kunesh  <tpkunesh@chattanooga . net> 

> To:  Tennessee  Indian  Affairs  email  list  <tn-ind@listserv.highertech.net> 

> CC:  AIM  <aim@egroups . com>, 

> References:  1 

> > The  TN  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  did  not  recieve  an  extension 

> > of  its  commission  from  the  state's  Joint  Subcommittee  of  the 

> > Government  Operations  Committee.  Instead,  Rep.  Bill  McAfee 

> > (R  - Chattanooga)  noted  severe  internal  dissension  within  the 

> > TN  Native  American  community  regarding  the  Commission  of 

> > Indian  Affairs  and  gave  the  TN  Native  American  community 

> > at  large  until  19  October  to  resolve  its  differences  and  "come 

> > back  with  some  sort  of  compromise,  some  sort  of  agreement 

> > that  all  of  you  can  work  under",  noting  that  without  such, 

> > "I  can  just  about  assure  you  that  after  the  first  of  this  year 

> > you  won't  exist." 

> 

> Jeremiah  6:14  They  dress  the  wound  of  my  people  as  though  it  were  not 

> serious. 

> 'Peace,  peace,'  they  say,  when  there  is  no  peace. 

new  native  american  groups  in  Tennessee  are  rife  with  the  goal  of 
unity  ...  'we  must  all  come  together',  they  say.  this  is  a common 
expression,  especially  when  the  group  is  young  and  idealistic,  or 
older  and  beaten  by  political  infighting,  seeking  some  relief  from 
the  constant  divisions,  maybe  it's  just  me  getting  older,  maybe  its 
having  read  of  Tecumseh's  and  Dragging  Canoe's  and  Pontiac's  and 
Sitting  Bull's  failed  pursuits  of  unity,  or  maybe  it's  just  being  a 
survivor  of  several  inter-  and  intranecine  oppositions  that  have  made 
me  cynical  of  the  criers  for  "Unity!"  like  those  who  cried  for 
'peace'  in  the  ancient  history  of  the  Jews,  another  tribal  people, 
regardless,  i agree  with  others  in  spirit:  "unity"  among  native 
american  individuals  and  groups  in  Tennessee  is  a pipe  dream. 

nonetheless,  unity  is  a necessary  positive  ideal,  and  faced  with  the 
choice  between  the  death  of  the  TN  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs 
through  disunity  or  its  continued  (and  hopefully  improved)  life 
through  some  form  of  agreement,  i would  choose  an  attempt  at  least 
towards  unity. 

the  differences  are  many:  those  who  believe  that  the  Commission  is 
doing  a good  job  vs.  those  who  believe  it's  not;  those  who  appreciate 
governor-appointments  vs.  those  who  want  a different,  possibly  more 
representative  body;  fuller-bloods  vs.  lesser  bloods;  priorities  like 
protection  of  the  past  vs.  social  programs  for  the  future. 

in  the  absence  of  any  other  proposals  (which  are  very  welcome  and 
should  be  solicited  but  quickly  and  far&wide),  and  presuming  that  we 
_should_  work  towards  preserving  the  Commission,  i suggest  parties  to 
the  differences  meet  Saturday,  9 September,  at  1pm  Central  time,  at 


Old  Stone  Font  state  park  in  Manchester  TIM  to  discuss  alternative 
ideas  to  improve  the  TIM  Commission  of  Indian  Affair's  representation 
and  action. 

presence  at  this  meeting  presumes  an  interest  in  keeping  an  active 
Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  an 
openness  and  willingness  to  listen  to  other  people  and  to  share  one's 
opinion,  in  hopes  of 

some  potential  questions  to  discuss  are  . . . 

1.  do  the  current  Purposes  and  Powers&Duties  of  the  Commission  serve 
our  interests? 

where  does  archaeological  site  protection&preservation  fit  into  the 
goals  of  the  Commission? 

2.  does  a state-funded  Commission  serve  or  compromise  the  native 
community? 

3.  should  commissioners  be  selected  by  state  officials  or  by  the 
native  community?  does  commissioner-appointment  exclusively  by  the 
governor  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  native  community?  is  there  a 
better  method  of  selection?  should  commissioners  be  representative 
of  the  old  or  current  NA  population?  should  commissioners  be 
representative  of  a geographical  region?  should  fuller-bloods  be 
accorded  more  representation  than  lesser-bloods? 

4.  and  other  questions  and  issues  that  can  be  refined  into  a list 
prior  to  the  meeting. 

it  would  be  especially  very  good  if  all  past  and  present 
commissioners  would  be  present,  as  well  as  leaders  of  all  TN  NA 
organizations . 

<--  every  political  quest  is  a spiritual  quest,  and  every  spiritual 
movement  a political  movement  as  well,  one  without  the  other  is 
foredoomed.  --> 

"RE : Native  Hawaiians  May  Get  Tribal  Status"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Aug  2000  23:18:52  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Native  Flawaiians  may  get  tribal  status  (Fwd) 

-<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rt ic les /0824odd s24. html 

Thursday,  24  August  2000 

Native  Hawaiians  may  get  tribal  status 

The  Associated  Press 

Queen  Lili ’ uokalani : Hawaii's  last  royal  was  overthrown  in  1893  by  the 
U.S.  government,  which  unilaterally  annexed  the  Polynesian  island  kingdom 
in  1898. 

By  lean  Christensen 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

HONOLULU  - Acknowledging  "less  than  honorable"  actions  by  the  United 
States  against  Native  Hawaiians  more  than  a century  ago,  the  federal 
government  recommended  yesterday  that  indigenous  islanders  be  given  the 
same  sovereign  status  as  most  American  Indians. 

The  plan,  similar  to  legislation  proposed  by  Sen.  Daniel  Akaka,  D-Hawaii, 
aims  to  give  Native  Hawaiians  greater  control  over  their  lands  and 
cultural  resources  and  to  protect  more  than  180  government-funded  programs 
that  benefit  them,  including  housing  and  health  care. 

Many  Hawaiian  leaders  say  those  programs  are  threatened  by  a U.S. 

Supreme  Court  ruling  in  February  that  cast  doubt  on  the  notion  Native 
Hawaiians  are  entitled  to  special  privileges. 

The  court  threw  out  a Hawaii  law  barring  non-Hawaiians  from  voting  for 
trustees  of  the  state  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs. 

The  report  is  a product  of  hearings  held  throughout  the  state  in 
December  by  Interior  and  lustice  department  officials. 

Those  talks  were  called  for  in  a 1993  congressional  resolution,  signed 
by  President  Clinton,  apologizing  for  America's  role  in  the  1893  overthrow 


of  Queen  Lili ' uokalani . 

Five  years  after  the  overthrow,  the  United  States  unilaterally  annexed 
Hawaii . 

The  100th  anniversaries  of  those  events  added  momentum  to  the  fragmented 
Hawaiian  sovereignty  movement,  whose  goals  range  from  restoring  the 
monarchy  and  declaring  independence  to  creating  a state-within-a-state 
government  for  Hawaii's  200,000  indigenous  residents. 

History  "affirms  instances  in  which  U.S.  actions  were  less  than 
honorable,"  said  Dacqueline  Agtuca,  acting  director  of  the  Dustice 
Department's  Office  of  Tribal  Dustice. 

"For  justice  to  be  served,  the  federal  government  should  honor  the 
unique  relationship  that  exists  with  Native  Hawaiians  and  respond  to  their 
desire  for  more  local  control." 

Assistant  Interior  Secretary  Dohn  Berry  said  the  draft  report  seeks  to 
give  Hawaiians  limited  sovereignty. 

It  recommends  that  Congress  create  a framework  for  recognizing  a 
"government-to-government"  relationship  with  a Native  Hawaiian  governing 
body  that  would  be  similar  to  relationships  the  United  States  maintains 
with  Indian  tribes.  The  government  now  recognizes  556  tribal  entities. 

"The  draft  report  reflects  the  (thoughts)  offered  by  the  Native  Hawaiian 
community,"  Akaka  said. 

"Of  equal  importance  is  the  federal  government's  clear  reaffirmation  of 
the  United  States'  special  responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  Native 
Hawaiians  as  a native  people  in  the  United  States." 

Clarification  of  Hawaiians'  political  status  is  needed  to  preserve  state 
and  federal  funding  of  programs  that  benefit  Native  Hawaiians,  Akaka  has 
said . 

Native  Hawaiians  have  some  of  the  highest  rates  of  poverty,  illness  and 
lack  of  access  to  education  in  the  state. 

— "RE:  Indians  Unite  Against  Senator  Gorton"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Aug  2000  09:14:33  -0400 

From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : NYT  article 

Indians  Unite  Against  a Senator  Despite  His  Grip  on  Tribal  Funds 
By  TIMOTHY  EGAN 

LUMMI  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  Wash.,  Aug.  20  --  Mention  the  name  Slade  Gorton  in 
this  far  corner  of  Indian  Country,  and  some  people  will  talk  about  Slade 
Gorton  the  senior  senator  from  Washington  who  is  securing  $15  million  this 
year  to  replace  a decrepit  tribal  school. 

But  most  people  will  think  of  Slade  Gorton  the  Indian  fighter,  the 
better-known  and  much-feared  figure,  a 72-year-old  Republican  who  has  spent 
much  of  his  public  life  battling  tribes  like  the  Lummis,  who  live  a 
two-hour  drive  north  of  Seattle,  on  things  like  fishing  rights  and  the 
extent  of  their  powers  on  reservations. 

In  all  the  years  that  Mr.  Gorton  has  feuded  with  Indians,  he  has  never 
been  subjected  to  a strong  political  backlash  from  them.  But  this  year, 
flush  with  money  from  casino  operations,  Indians  across  the  country  say  they 
are  going  to  make  him  pay. 

And  because  Mr.  Gorton  controls  Indian-program  purse  strings  in  the 
Senate,  the  stakes  are  high,  creating  tension  among  tribal  members  who  say 
they  are  afraid  that  their  challenge  to  Mr.  Gorton  could  threaten 
the  paternal  role  of  government  that  bonds  most  tribes,  uneasily,  to 
Washington,  D.C. 

This  year,  however,  many  tribal  leaders  say  they  are  so  upset  at  Mr. 

Gorton  that  they  are  willing  to  take  the  risk. 

For  the  first  time,  Indians  have  pooled  money  and  are  mounting  a 
campaign  against  a specific  candidate,  rather  than  for  or  against  a single 
issue,  as  Indians  have  done  in  successful  ballot  initiatives  on  tribal-run 
gambling  in  California. 

The  tribes  say  they  have  raised  nearly  $500,000  of  what  is  planned  to  be 
a $2  million  independent  campaign  to  deny  a fourth  term  to  Mr.  Gorton,  who 
says  his  policies  regarding  Indians  are  driven  by  a belief  that 


all  Americans  should  be  governed  by  the  same  laws. 

"From  now  on,  members  of  Congress  and  senators  should  think  twice  before 
trying  to  undermine  tribal  authority/'  said  Ron  Allen,  vice  president  of  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians  and  the  leader  of  the  campaign  to 
raise  Indian  money  against  Mr.  Gorton. 

"That's  how  politics  works,"  Mr.  Allen  said.  "And  until  now,  we've  never 
played  the  game. " 

Four  years  ago,  Indians  contributed  a record  $1.3  million  in  unregulated 
soft  money,  mostly  to  Democrats,  but  with  no  specific  target.  This  year  the 
tribes  are  on  pace  to  surpass  the  1996  mark,  and  Mr.  Gorton  is  the  sole 
target,  "public  enemy  No.  1,"  as  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  the 
largest  Indian  legal  support  group  in  the  nation,  has  labeled  him. 

At  a rally  of  the  national  Indian  congress  several  months  ago,  leaders 
urged  tribes  to  contribute  to  the  First  American  Education  Project,  the  fund 
set  up  to  run  issue  advertisements  against  Mr.  Gorton. 

The  television  and  radio  advertisements  started  running  this  month, 
featuring  a telegenic  tribal  leader  talking  to  children  about  the 
environment  and  then  segueing  to  images  of  a large  proposed  mine  in 
north-central  Washington,  which  Indians  oppose  and  Mr.  Gorton  backs. 

But  Mr.  Gorton,  who  has  fared  poorly  in  recent  polls  even  though 
Democrats  will  not  select  their  nominee  for  nearly  a month,  is  using  the 
campaign  against  him  to  generate  money  of  his  own,  citing  "Indian  tribes 
flush  with  gambling  dollars"  in  a fund-raising  letter  to  supporters.  And  he 
has  used  his  position  as  chairman  of  the  Senate  subcommittee  that  controls 
federal  funding  for  the  tribes  to  counter  the  impression  that  he  is 
anti-Indian . 

Flere  on  the  Lummi  Reservation,  for  example,  the  tribe  is  desperate  to 
replace  its  cluster  of  dilapidated  modular  buildings  where  children  from 
kindergarten  to  high  school  are  educated. 

Mr.  Gorton  has  helped  to  ensure  money  for  a new  school. 

But  at  the  same  time,  the  feud  between  the  tribe  and  Mr.  Gorton  over 
Indian  control  of  water  and  property  of  non-Indians  living  on  the  Lummi 
reservation  has  escalated.  A few  years  ago,  the  senator  threatened  to 
withhold  half  of  the  tribe's  federal  financing  if  it  did  not  accommodate 
outside  developers  seeking  more  water  for  building  homes  for  non-Indians  on 
privately  owned  or  leased  land  within  the  reservation.  The  dispute 
continues,  causing  a deep  rift  among  the  tribe  as  it  tries  to  win  federal 
money  for  the  new  school. 

"For  the  Lummi  people,  this  has  become  personal,"  said  Darrell  Flillaire, 
a member  of  the  Lummi  tribal  council.  "The  needs  of  our  children  come  first, 
and  Senator  Gorton  has  helped  us  there,  and  we  respect  him  for 
that.  But  on  all  these  other  issues,  it  seems  like  it's  racial  with  him." 

Mr.  Gorton  says  his  positions  have  nothing  to  do  with  race. 

Willie  Hones,  the  Lummi  tribal  chairman,  said  the  tribe  was  not  sure  how 
active  it  would  be  in  the  campaign  to  defeat  Mr.  Gorton  because  the  school 
money  comes  first. 

"We  have  to  stand  up  for  our  children,"  Mr.  Hones  said.  "But  we  also  have 
to  make  a stand  for  our  rights.  The  Indian  tribes  are  finally  learning  how 
to  use  the  system,  and  this  is  the  test  case." 

Others  fear  a backlash. 

"Tribes  pooling  their  resources  together  in  an  effort  to  defeat  a senator 
is  a recipe  for  disaster,"  said  Tom  Keefe,  a Democrat  running  for  the  Flouse 
in  eastern  Washington,  who  is  married  to  a Nez  Perce  Indian.  "What  if  the 
tribes  pour  millions  of  dollars  into  the  campaign  and  Senator  Gorton  wins 
re-election?" 

Washington,  with  29  federally  recognized  tribes,  most  of  them  based  near 
areas  around  Puget  Sound,  has  long  been  at  the  center  of  modern-day  disputes 
between  Indians  and  non-Indians.  Mr.  Gorton's  battles  with  the  tribes  date 
to  the  mid-1970s,  when,  as  Washington's  attorney  general,  he  opposed  the 
treaty  rights  of  Indians  to  take  up  to  half  annual  runs  of  salmon  and 
steelhead  trout. 

He  carried  the  fight  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  lost. 

As  a senator,  he  proposed  a bill  to  curtail  Indian  fishing  rights.  Five 
years  ago,  he  tried  to  cut  nearly  25  percent  of  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 


dollars,  which  go  directly  to  tribal  governments.  And  two  years  ago,  he 
introduced  measures  that  tried  to  knock  out  tribal  immunity  from  certain 
civil  lawsuits. 

In  support  of  the  repeal  of  tribal  immunity,  Mr.  Gorton  held  a hearing  in 
the  Seattle  area,  which  drew  hundreds  of  people  carrying  anti-Indian  slogans 
and  waving  American  flags. 

All  of  the  proposals  failed  in  the  Senate  and  were  fiercely  opposed  by 
Republicans,  including  Senator  John  McCain  of  Arizona,  who  received  more 
political  donations  from  Indians  than  any  presidential  candidate  ever  had. 

Mr.  Gorton  says  non-Indians  do  not  have  adequate  constitutional 
protections  on  reservations . He  supports  Indian  self-government,  but  says 
tribal  rule  should  not  extend  to  non-Indians. 

This  year,  he  points  to  his  effort  to  increase  Interior  Department 
spending  on  tribal  schools  by  $143  million  as  an  example  of  his  support  for 
basic  Indian  needs. 

"When  I drafted  the  Interior  bill  this  year,  one  of  my  top  priorities  was 
to  dramatically  increase  federal  dollars  for  tribal  schools,"  he  said. 

But  many  Indians  say  Mr.  Gorton's  support  of  schools  is  designed  to 
divert  attention  from  a quarter-century  of  public  battles  with  the  tribes. 

"It's  election  year  window-dressing,"  said  Brian  Cladoosby,  chairman  of 
the  Association  of  Washington  Tribes,  and  head  of  Swinomish  Indian  Tribal 
Council,  based  just  south  of  here.  "People  remember  what  he  has 
done  over  the  years.  This  year,  we  are  trying  to  make  him  an  example.  And 
so,  even  if  we  don't  defeat  him,  it  will  send  a message  --we  can  no  longer 
be  ignored." 

For  the  last  two  months,  Mr.  Allen,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Jamestown 
S'Klallam  tribe  on  the  Olympic  Peninsula  of  Washington,  has  been  visiting 
some  of  the  wealthier  tribes  around  the  country,  trying  to  raise 
money  to  fight  Mr.  Gorton.  Indian-run  gambling  is  generating  more  than  $8 
billion  a year  in  revenue. 

The  wealthiest  of  the  casino-enriched  tribes,  the  Mashantucket  Pequots  of 
Connecticut,  may  donate  to  the  fund,  even  though  some  of  the  tribal  leaders 
are  Republican,  as  is  Mr.  Allen. 

"There  have  been  substantial  and  continuous  attacks  on  Indian  Country 
from  Mr.  Gorton,"  said  John  Guevremont,  the  director  of  national  affairs  for 
the  Mashantucket  Pequots,  who  said  he  was  a Republican.  "The  tribes  have  a 
long  list  of  grievances  against  him  and  now  have  the  means  to  try  to  defeat 
him . " 

Janet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http : //www . owlstar . com 

"RE : Spokane  Indians  Renew  Bid  for  Museum"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Aug  2000  07:52:35  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  08-22-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Spokane  Indians  renew  bid  for  museum 

Lack  of  money  has  stalled  $5  million  project  for  six  years 
The  Spokesman-Review 
August  20,  2000 

Spokane  _ WELLPINIT,  Wash.  --  Fifty  miles  northwest  of  Spokane,  wind 
rustles  through  the  firs  and  pines  on  the  Spokane  Indian  reservation 
powwow  grounds. 

Spokane  tribal  elder  Robert  Sherwood  stands  on  a bluff  above  the  grounds 
and  points  his  cane  toward  a future  vision. 

"I  see  eventually  a stream  down  there,"  Sherwood  says. 

Along  the  water  would  be  a collection  of  traditional  plants  used  by  the 
four  bands  of  the  Spokane  Tribe. 

Sherwood  also  envisions  a $5  million  museum  project  to  preserve  the 
Spokane  Tribe's  heritage.  That  dream  has  stalled  for  six  years  because  of 
a lack  of  money,  but  supporters  are  hoping  a renewed  effort  will  make  the 
plans  a reality. 


A committee  of  museum  supporters  says  it  needs  approximately  $400,000  to 
pay  for  building  plans,  $5  million  to  build  the  center  and  another  $250, 
000  annually  to  run  it  properly. 

The  group  sent  out  letters  inviting  dozens  of  Spokane  businesses  to  an 
informational  powwow  last  month.  Some  people  showed,  but  business  leaders 
skipped  the  event. 

So  the  group  put  out  feelers  looking  for  big  backers. 

The  National  Geographic  Society  wanted  more  details.  Bill  Gates  and  Paul 
Allen  haven't  chipped  in  any  funds  yet. 

They've  kicked  around  other  ideas. 

"We'd  like  to  see  the  Spokane  Chiefs  and  the  Spokane  Indians  support  it, 
committee  member  Mary  Verner  said. 

Someone  suggested  tapping  into  the  tribe's  gaming  funds  from  the  bingo 
hall  and  casino,  but  all  funds  are  set  aside  for  social  services,  Sherwood 
said . 

To  date  they  have  raised  ...  well,  nothing  at  all. 

The  committee  will  go  before  the  Spokane  tribal  council  Tuesday  to  ask 
for  support. 

They  do  have  a Web  page  detailing  more  information  of  the  project  (www. 
geocities . com/ spokanetribe) . 

Sherwood  said  the  small  group  of  passionate  people  have  not  grown 
discouraged . 

"We  feel  a cultural  learning  center  will  go  on  and  on,"  Sherwood  said. 
They  envision  a traditional  pit  house  and  a high-tech  cultural  center 
wired  with  computer  programs  that  speak  Salish. 

The  basement  would  be  used  for  repatriation  --  the  receiving  site  for 
reclaiming  Spokane  Indian  artifacts  and  collections  held  by  museums  and 
collectors . 

The  building  would  hold  a complete  assemblage  of  Spokane  Indian  culture, 
including  language,  artifacts,  photos  and  songs. 

The  project  arose  about  six  years  ago  when  a tribal  planner  secured  a 
$100,000  grant  to  locate  a suitable  site  and  fund  conceptual  plans. 

But  it  was  shelved  until  another  tribal  planner,  Richard  Bruce,  secured 
a $10,000  federal  grant  to  research  the  center  about  a year  ago. 

Sherwood  and  Bruce  have  been  holding  regular  meetings  to  draw  support 
from  tribal  members.  Seven  people  come  regularly. 

"We  say  that  anyone  who  comes  to  the  meetings  is  part  of  the  committee," 
Bruce  said. 

While  the  tribe  has  an  official  cultural  committee  that  tends  to 
ceremony  and  language  duties,  there  isn't  enough  space  to  hold  the  various 
tribal  artifacts  scattered  around  the  region,  members  of  the  upstart  group 
said . 

"We  have  many  museum  pieces  in  the  basements  and  sheds  in  Indian  homes," 
said  R.C.  Covington,  director  of  behavioral  health  services. 

Covington's  own  grandmother  donated  a family  collection  to  the  Cheney 
Cowles  Museum  to  keep  the  items  safe. 

They'd  all  like  to  see  one  complete  collection  on  the  reservation. 

A Calgary,  Alberta,  museum  once  tried  to  sell  a collection  back  to  the 
tribe  in  the  '50s,  Sherman  said,  but  funds  were  scarce. 

Bruce  said  many  artifacts  are  stored  in  Spokane  at  the  Cheney  Cowles 
Museum. 

"Our  students  have  to  get  on  a school  bus,  drive  to  the  Cheney  Cowles 
Museum  and  say,  'Can  we  please  look  at  our  artifacts?"'  Bruce  said. 

Dim  Wynne,  an  elder  and  former  councilman  who  supports  the  center, 
believes  one  central  collection  would  help  put  things  back  the  way  they 
once  were. 

Outside  pressures  forced  many  American  Indian  parents  to  push  away  from 
traditional  ways  and  family  collections. 

"My  folks  wouldn't  talk  Indian  to  me  because  they  thought  they  were 
protecting  me  from  punishment,"  Wynne  said. 

A central  gathering  spot  could  pull  back  the  scattered  pieces.  "If  the 
museum  is  built,"  Wynne  said,  "it  will  complete  a circle." 


"RE:  Grass  Roots  Oglala  Lakota  Oyate" 

Date:  Sun,  27  Aug  2000  11:05:35  -0400 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom. net@mindspring.com> 

Sub  j : Fw:  Pine  Ridge  Press  Release  08-25-2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Sunday,  August  27,  2000  1:53  AM 
From:  Wild  Horse 

GRASS  ROOTS  OGLALA  LAKOTA  OYATE 
>>  PRESS  RELEASE  << 

Friday  - August  25th,  2000  - Pine  Ridge,  SD.  Today  marks  the  222nd  day 
of  the  peaceful  monitoring  of  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  Administrative 
Building.  The  continuous  struggle  for  accountability  and  the 
relinquishment  of  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  (IRA)  are  the  foremost 
priority  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  Grass  Roots  Oyate. 

Today,  the  local  media  flashed  bold  headlines  of  the  federal  arrests  of 
nine  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  members.  Three  of  the  nine  arrested  were  Oglala 
Sioux  Tribal  Council  representatives. 

These  federal  arrests  are  the  result  of  the  massive  investigation  that 
is  ongoing  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation.  More  federal  arrests 
are  expected  as  the  federal  grand  jury  meets  with  the  many  federal 
entities  involved. 

Arrested  were  ex-Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  chairman  and  CEO  of  the  Oglala 
Sioux  (Lakota)  Housing  Authority,  Paul  Iron  Cloud;  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal 
Council  representatives  Marlin  "Moon"  Weston  and  his  wife/Evelyn;  Gerald 
"Jump"  Big  Crow  and  his  wife/Elizabeth  "Jackie";  Manuel  Fool  Head  and 
his  wife/Sandy;  Oglala  Sioux  (Lakota)  Housing  employee,  Ted  Pedregon  and 
his  wife/Ramona. 

As  a result  of  these  arrests  and  the  corruption  surfacing,  two  of  the 
candidates  running  for  public  office  under  the  present  IRA  system  have 
taken  credit  for  the  federal  arrests  and  the  peaceful  monitoring  of  the 
Oyate  Building. 

a. .  Suspended  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  President,  through  local  media,  is 
quoted  as  saying  he  feels  "vindicated"  and  stating,  "I've  been  trying  to 
cleanse  the  financial  management  history  for  many,  many  years."  The 
reality  of  the  matter  is  Harold  Salway  dishonored  his  people  by  allowing 
this  havoc  during  the  Salway-Between  Lodges  administration.  Salway  also 
stated  he  was  aligned  with  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate.  The  Grass  Roots  Oyate 
do  not  recognize  nor  do  they  support  any  'IRA'  official,  especially 
Salway. 

b. .  On  the  other  hand,  Floyd  Hand  (who  is  a self-proclaimed  medicine 
man  and  spiritual  advisor)  also  took  credit  for  the  federal  arrests  and 
occupation  of  the  Oyate  building.  After  making  a commitment  under  the 
Sacred  Canunpa  (Pipe)  stating  he  will  never  ever  run  for  public  office, 
he  has  taken  a petition  to  be  a candidate  for  Vice-President  of  the 
Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  (another  hypocrite).  Floyd  Hand  is  for  Floyd  Hand, 
not  the  people  who  he  falsely  states  he  represents  (another  forked 
tongue) . 

Many  of  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate  and  supporters  feel  because  of  the  current 
financial  crisis,  that  those  indicted  in  federal  court  should  be 
immediately  suspended  from  their  public  office  or  resign  and  relocate 
off  the  reservation.  The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  feel  that  those  indicted  and 
convicted  should  not  hold  any  position  or  employment  with  the  Lakota 
Nation . 

We,  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  will  continue  to  peacefully  monitor  the 
Oglala  Sioux  Tribe  Administrative  offices  until  Wesley  "Chuck"  Jacobs 
and  the  OST  Council  representatives  are  well  on  their  way  to  the  jail 
house  rock  and  until  our  people  are  assured  that  an  honest  form  of 
government  will  replace  the  IRA  system  that  put  us  where  we  are  today. 

We,  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  are  strong  spiritually  and  mentally;  we  will 
not  allow  corruption  in  any  form.  There  are  many  Grass  Roots  Oyate  who 
should  be  recognized  and  given  credit  where  credit  is  due.  We  thank  our 
brothers  and  sisters  and  our  Uncis  and  KaKalas  for  their  support  with 
prayers,  donations,  food  and  participating  in  our  struggles.  We  thank 


our  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Great  Lakota  Nation,  our  brothers  and 
sisters  across  Indian  Country,  our  national  and  international  supporters 
and  supporters  from  all  walks  of  life.  Without  you,  justice  would  not 
have  prevailed. 

The  Grass  Roots  Oyate  are  setting  up  a press  conference  on  August  30th, 
2000  to  answer  any  questions.  For  more  information,  please  contact  Dale 
Looks  Twice,  Media  Coordinator  for  the  Grass  Roots  Oyate,  at 
605-867-5821. 

GRASS  ROOTS  OYATE 
groyate@gwtc . net 
PO  Box  51,  Pine  Ridge  SD 
57770 

ICQ#75999256 . 

Tele  605/867  5821.  FAX  605/867  5274. 
http://members.tripod.com/GrassRootsOyate 

As  with  all  my  emails  concerning  the  Occupation  Peoples  please  forward 

to  any  and  all  interested  parties  in  its  entirety 

Wadv 

Wild  Florse 

Freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier 

http://www.petitiononline.com/Clemency/petition . html 
http: //Clemency_for_Pe It ier .tripod . com 
You  help  is  appreciated 

"RE : Tennessee  Flighway  Work  may  Skirt  Indian  Graves"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Aug  2000  17:38:10  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.FIACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Tenn.  highway  work  may  skirt  Indian  graves  (Fwd) 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Date:  August  15,  2000 

http : / /www . a ri zona republic. com /news/ articles/0815 Ind iangr aves -ON . html 

Tenn.  highway  work  may  skirt  Indian  graves 
Associated  Press 
August  15,  2000 

TOWNSEND,  Tenn.  - Tennessee  highway  officials  may  break  with  tradition 
and  move  a U.S.  321  expansion  project  instead  of  the  American  Indian 
remains  in  its  path. 

"I  think  this  is  the  first  time  we've  made  these  sorts  of  changes,"  said 
Luanne  Grandinetti,  spokeswoman  for  the  Tennessee  Department  of 
Transportation . 

Typically,  the  state's  policy  is  to  remove  the  human  remains,  not 
reroute  the  road. 

"I  think  TDOT  has  shown  its  willingness  to  be  as  sensitive  as  possible 
without  altering  the  ultimate  goal  of  building  a highway,"  Grandinetti 
said . 

Chris  Irwin,  a leader  in  the  local  Earth  First!  environmental  movement, 
said  the  proposal  doesn't  go  far  enough  but  is  an  improvement. 

"It's  a decent  first  step,  but  the  reality  is  that  they're  still 
building  a road  to  nowhere,"  he  said.  "It's  a good  sign  that  in  this  one 
case  TDOT's  starting  to  behave  rationally,  but  it's  just  a drop  in  the 
bucket . " 

The  Transportation  Department  is  widening  U.S.  321  from  two  lanes  into  a 
divided  four-lane  highway  from  Kinzel  Springs  Road  through  Townsend  to  the 
edge  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park. 

The  road  returns  to  two  lanes  in  the  park. 

Townsend  bills  itself  as  the  "quiet  side  of  the  Smokies"  in  contrast  to 
the  bustling  tourist  communities  of  Gatlinburg  and  Pigeon  Forge  some  15 
miles  to  the  east.  Still,  the  expansion  of  U.S.  321  in  Townsend  is  aimed 
at  accommodating  increased  tourism  there  as  well. 

The  road  work  began  last  summer.  In  the  spring,  American  Indian  remains 
were  found  by  a team  of  archaeologists  hired  by  TDOT. 


The  Tennessee  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  opposed  the  project,  and 
Earth  First!  and  several  American  Indian  tribes  marched  at  the 
construction  site. 

Under  TDOT's  new  proposal,  the  road  would  be  rerouted  around  four  known 
burials.  If  more  burials  are  found,  the  road  would  be  moved  where  feasible 
or  the  remains  encapsulated  to  protect  them  during  construction. 

Remains  would  be  moved  only  under  a memorandum  of  understanding  signed 
by  all  affected  parties,  according  to  the  TDOT  plan. 

Grandinetti  said  it's  too  early  to  discuss  specifics  but  the  proposed 
changes  are  not  expected  to  drastically  alter  the  road's  path. 

The  proposal  will  have  to  be  approved  by  the  Tennessee  Commission  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  the  tribes  who  claim  their  ancestors  are  buried  in  the 
area . 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE:  Countdown  to  Clemency  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Aug  2000  21:21:53  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir.net> 

Sub j : Countdown  to  Clemency  Update 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

We  have  now  raised  $8,944.50  out  of  our  total  goal  of  $50,000  for  the 
Countdown  to  clemency  fund  drive.  We  want  to  once  again  thank  everyone  who 
made  a donation  for  their  generosity.  You  are  making  it  possible  for  us  to 
organize  an  effective  campaign  that  will  hopefully  end  with  Leonard  Peltier 
walking  free. 

If  you  have  not  yet  made  a donation,  remember,  no  contribution  is  too 
small.  Leonard  has  a lot  of  support,  and  if  everyone  gives  just  a little, 
it  will  certainly  add  up.  For  example,  if  everyone  on  this  list  serve 
donated  $12.50,  we  will  have  met  our  goal!  Here  is  what  your  donation  will 
go  toward: 

*$20,000  for  the  services  of  a public  relations  firm 

*$5,000  to  sponsor  a bus  of  Pine  Ridge  residents  to  travel  to  a New  York 
event 

*$25,000  for  a quarter  page  ad  in  a Sunday  edition  of  the  "New  York  Times" 
(additional  funds  raised  will  go  toward  a larger  ad) 

*a  total  goal  of  $50,000 

Dust  print  the  below  form  and  send  it  to  the  LPDC  at  PO  Box  583  Lawrence,  KS 
66044  with  your  check  or  money  order.  Donations  of  $250  or  more  are  tax 
deductible.  If  you  want  a deduction,  make  your  check  out  to  "Global 
Exchange/LPDC" , if  not  your  check  can  just  be  made  out  directly  to  "LPDC". 
Thank  you  again  for  your  support.  Let's  make  this  year  really  count! 


COUNTDOWN  TO  CLEMENCY! 

LEONARD  PELTIER  JUSTICE  CAMPAIGN,  YEAR  2000 

YES!  I want  to  contribute  to  the  emergency  fund  drive  and  help  gain  freedom 
for  this  innocent  man! 

Name Phone  # 

Address 

Enclosed  is  my  contribution  for: 

$25  Please  send  my  Free  Peltier  mug  to  the  above  address 

$50  Please  send  a copy  of  Prison  Writings,  My  Life  Is  My  Sundance  by  L. 

Peltier 

$100  Please  send  my  Free  Peltier  sweatshirt  to  the  above  address 

(indicate  size) 

$150  Please  send  a "What  About  Doe"  poster  to  my  above  address 

$500  Please  send  me  one  numbered  print  of: 

Grandma  Dumping  Bull, 


Spirit  of  the  Bear 

Big  Mountain  Lady 

$1000  Please  send  me: 

a full  set  of  the  above  prints  (Grandma  Dumping  Bull,  Spirit 

of  the  Bear,  and  Big  Mnt  Lady) 

a signed  copy  of  In  theSpirt  of  Crazy  Horse 

a hand  beaded  necklace  made  by  Leonard  Peltier 

an  "Oasis  in  the  Badlands"  (an  Edward  Curtis  lithograph 

donated  by  Christopher  Cardozo,  Inc) 

$5000  Please  an  original  Peltier  oil  painting. 

TITLE: 

Other,  I have  enclosed  a contribution  of  $ . 

NOTE:  With  the  exception  of  Prison  Writings  and  oil  paintings  by  Leonard 
Peltier,  all  gifts  will  be  available  during  this  fund  drive  only.  Donations 
over  $100  are  tax  deductible,  but  checks  must  be  made  out  to  "Global 
Exchange,"  our  501C3  fiscal  sponsor,  with  "c/o  LPDC"  in  the  memo.  All  other 
checks  can  be  made  out  to  LPDC  directly.  All  donations  should  be  sent  to 
our  address.  Thank  you  for  your  generous  contributions.  LPDC,  PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Performances  to  Benefit  LPDC  in  Mass."  

Date:  Mon,  28  Aug  2000  19:41:41  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub  j : Performances  to  benefit  LPDC  in  Mass. 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

If  you  are  in  vicinity  to  Provincetown,  Mass,  here  is  a great  performance  to 
attend.  Notice  that  the  September  14,  15,  and  17  shows  will  benefit  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee.  The  Rosenburg  Fund  for  Children  is  an 
excellent  organization  to  support. 

--LPDC 


PRESS  RELEASE 

HELD  OVER  FOR  13  ADDITIONAL  PERFORMANCES  at  7 PM 

The  Provincetown  Fringe  Festival  presents  THE  LETTERS  OF  ETHEL  AND  DULIUS 
ROSENBERG  adapted  by  Marjorie  Conn. 

All  performances  are  at  7 PM  at  the  Provincetown  Inn,  One  Commercial 
Street  with  plenty  of  free  parking,  complimentary  refreshments  and 
wheelchair  accessibility. 

Tickets  are  $10.00  at  the  door  or  through  Provincetown  reservations 
at  508-487-2400.  Information  can  be  obtained  at  508-487-2666. 

All  the  actors  are  donating  all  their  proceeds  to  various  organizations. 
Below  is  the  complete  list  of  the  13  performances,  the  actors  involved  and 
the  organization  to  which  their  money  is  being  donated. 

Tuesday,  September  5th  with  Donna  Lee  Bartell  and  Dohn  Buckingham  to 


benefit  the  Wellfleet  Public  Library. 

Wednesday,  September  6th  with  Marjorie  Conn  and  Robyn  Thunderchild  to 
benefit  Cape  Cod  Coalition  For  Animal  Rights. 

Thursday,  September  7th  with  Sara  Hutchings  and  John  Buckingham  to 
benefit  The  Milo  Fund  For  Abused  Greyhounds. 

Friday,  September  8th  with  Sara  Hutchings  and  John  Buckingham  to  benefit 
the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

Saturday,  September  9th  with  Marjorie  Conn  and  Ed  Duff  to  benefit 
Handicap  Access  Fund  of  the  Christian  Union  Church  in  North  Truro. 

Sunday,  September  10th  with  Michelle  Couture  and  Alex  Juchniewich  to 
benefit  Helping  Our  Women. 

Monday,  September  11th  with  Diana  Fabbri  and  Mort  Inger  to  benefit  WOMR, 
92.1  Community  Radio. 

Tuesday,  September  12th  with  Marjorie  Conn  and  Ed  Duff  to  benefit 
Lighting  Of  The  Monument. 

Wednesday,  September  13th  with  Marjorie  Conn  and  Bon  Seay  to  benefit 
WOMR,  92.1  Community  Radio. 

Thursday,  September  14th  with  Jackie  Freitas  and  Marjorie  Conn  to  benefit 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  The  Milo  Fund  For  Abused  Greyhounds. 

Friday,  September  15th  with  Jackie  Freitas  and  Marjorie  Conn  to  benefit 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  The  Milo  Fund  For  Abused  Greyhounds. 

Saturday,  September  16th  with  Mary  Abt  and  James  Mack  to  benefit  the  UU 
Meeting  House  Choir. 

Sunday,  September  17th  with  Jackie  Freitas  and  Marjorie  Conn  to  benefit 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  The  Milo  Fund  For  Abused  Greyhounds. 

Royalties  for  these  performances  will  be  donated  to  the  Rosenberg  Fund 
for  Children  established  to  provide  educational  and  emotional  needs  of 
children  whose  parents  have  been  harassed,  injured,  lost  jobs,  or  died  in 
the  course  of  their  progressive  activities. 

This  play  is  based  on  the  Death  House  Letters  between  Julius  And  Ethel 
Rosenberg.  Julius  Rosenberg  was  arrested  in  1950.  His  wife,  Ethel 
Rosenberg,  was  also  arrested.  Ethel  and  Julius  were  executed  on  June  19th, 
1953.  The  Rosenbergs  were  found  guilty  of  conspiring  to  transmit  the  secret 
of  the  atomic  bomb  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

Irving  Kaufman  was  the  Federal  Judge  and  Kaufman  pronounced  the  death 
sentence.  Emanuel  Block  was  one  of  the  Rosenberg's  attorneys.  He  worked 
for  over  two  years  to  have  the  verdict  overturned. 

David  and  Ruth  Greenglass  were  Ethel  Rosenberg's  brother  and  sister-in- 
law.  The  Greenglasses  testified  that  Julius,  with  Ethel's  help,  recruited 
David  into  an  atomic  spy  ring  in  1944.  Ruth  Greenglass  confessed  she 
helped  steal  what  the  prosecution  called  "the  most  important  scientific 
secret  ever  known  to  mankind."  She  was  never  even  indicted  because  she 
agreed  to  "cooperate"  with  the  government. 

The  Rosenbergs  testified  they  were  innocent  of  all  charges. 

Judge  Kaufman  said  in  his  sentencing  speech,  "I  consider  your  crimes  worse 
than  murder."  He  concluded  their  love  for  their  cause  dominated  their  lives 
and  that  it  was  even  greater  than  their  love  for  their  children. 

The  CIA  released  transcriptions  in  1995.  They  show  that  neither  Julius 
nor  Ethel  Rosenberg  was  a member  of  an  atomic  spy  ring  that  stole  the  secret 
of  the  Atomic  Bomb.  Neither  committed  the  crime  they  were  executed  for. 

And  the  United  States  government  knew  all  along  that  Ethel  Rosenberg  was  not 
an  espionage  agent. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 


"RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Mon,  28  August  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Date:  8/23/00  11:10:49  AM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  dralstin@law. uoregon . edu  (Donna  M.  Ralstin-Lewis) 

Sub j : Pow  wow  announcement  (pacific  northwest  region) 

Celebration 

Saturday,  September  23,  2000 

The  Native  American  Circle,  located  within  the  Snake  River  Correctional 
Institution  in  Ontario  Oregon,  is  having  out  1st  annual  Celebration. 

We  are  in  need  of  your  support  to  make  this  celebration  a success. 

We  are  in  need  of  dancers,  drummers,  and  singers,  or  anyone  who  would  like 
to  share  a few  hours  of  their  day  to  bring  a little  of  the  outside  to  those 
on  the  inside.  At  this  time  we  do  not  have  much  to  offer,  but  we  will  have 
food,  sobriety,  and  a guaranteed  good  time  to  all  that  attend!!!!! 

Grand  Entry  at  6:00pm 
Retirement  of  colors  at  9:00pm 

All  Participants  must  be  at  the  facility  by  4:00pm 
Please  read  carefully: 

Due  to  the  policies  of  this  facility,  all  those  that  wish  to  attend  must  be 
at  least  18  years  of  age.  For  more  information  regarding  this  celebration 
as  well  as  the  policies  of  this  facility,  please  contact  the  following 
people  by  September  8th  for  more  information  (You  must  get  your  name  on  the 
list  by  Sept.  8 to  attend): 

Jon  Saunders  (Club  Supervisor)  541-881-4511 
Woody  Weyerman  (Club  Volunteer)  541-372-3034 
Or  write: 

Stuart  Boyd  (Club  Chairman) 

#6952044 

777  Stanton  Blvd. 

Ontario,  Oregon  97914 

The  council  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  prayers  and  consideration  of 
this  request. 

Council  Members: 

Stuart  Boyd:  Club  Chairman 

Patrick  Reddog:  Co-Chairman 
Sonny  Boyd:  Scribe 

Jermaine  Williams:  Sgt  at  Arms 

Andrew  McCloud:  Treasure 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Quarry,  James  Lee 

#298-683 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/25/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Riches,  Russell  Dean 

#A289-296 

PO  Box  4501 

Lima,  OH  45802 

Date  of  Birth:  7/10/50 

Ancestry:  Southern  Arapaho 

Reynolds,  Randy 
#257-644 

NCI  15708  SR  78  W 
Caldwell,  OH  43724 

Ramage,  Marvin 
#R149-677 
PO  Box  740/3 -C 
London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  9/7/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Rednour,  Eddie  Dean 
#196-745 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  10/28/55 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Rivers,  Ricky  D. 
#122-582 
PO  Box  1812 
Marion,  OH  43301 
Date  of  Birth:  7/21/61 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640369,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : Guidelines  for  Respecting  Native  Culture"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Aug  2000  23:30:03  EDT 
From:  SumerWCree@aol.com 

Sub j : Guidelines  for  Respecting  Native  Culture 

Mailing  List:  Red  Road  Newsletter<TheRedRoadNewsletter-owner@onelist . com> 

GUIDELINES  FOR  RESPECTING  CULTURAL  KNOWLEDGE 

http://www.ankn . uaf.edu/standards/culturaldoc . html 

(this  document  has  been  reformatted  for  transmission  via  e-mail) 

Sponsored  by: 

ALASKA  FEDERATION  OF  NATIVES 
ALASKA  RURAL  SYSTEMIC  INITIATIVE 


ALASKA  RURAL  CHALLENGE 

CENTER  FOR  CROSS-CULTURAL  STUDIES 

ALASKA  NATIVE  KNOWLEDGE  NETWORK 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ALASKA 

ALASKA  DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

CUILISTET  RESEARCH  ASSOCIATION 

ASSOCIATION  OF  INTERIOR  NATIVE  EDUCATORS 

SOUTHEAST  NATIVE  EDUCATORS  ASSOCIATION 

NORTH  SLOPE  I'UPIAQ  EDUCATORS  ASSOCIATION 

ASSOCIATION  OF  NATIVE  EDUCATORS  OF  THE  LOWER  KUSKOKWIM 

ASSOCIATION  OF  NORTHWEST  NATIVE  EDUCATORS 

NATIVE  EDUCATORS  OF  THE  ALUTIIQ  REGION 

ASSOCIATION  OF  UNANGAN  EDUCATORS 

ALASKA  NATIVE  EDUCATION  STUDENT  ASSOCIATION 

ALASKA  NATIVE  EDUCATION  COUNCIL 

ALASKA  FIRST  NATIONS  RESEARCH  NETWORK  CONSORTIUM  FOR  ALASKA  NATIVE  HIGHER 
EDUCATION 

Adopted  February  1,  2000  by  Assembly  of  Alaska  Native  Educators 
Anchorage,  Alaska 

The  following  guidelines  address  issues  of  concern  in  the  documentation, 
representation  and  utilization  of  traditional  cultural  knowledge  as  they 
relate  to  the  role  of  various  participants,  including  Elders,  authors, 
curriculum  developers,  classroom  teachers,  publishers  and  researchers. 

Special  attention  is  given  to  the  educational  implications  for  the 
integration  of  indigenous  knowledge  and  practices  in  schools  throughout 
Alaska.  The  guidance  offered  in  the  following  pages  is  intended  to  encourage 
the  incorporation  of  traditional  knowledge  and  teaching  practices  in  schools 
by  minimizing  the  potential  for  misuse  and  misunderstanding  in  the  process. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  guidelines  will  facilitate  the  coming  together  of  the 
many  cultural  traditions  that  coexist  in  Alaska  in  constructive,  respectful 
and  mutually  beneficial  ways. 

Native  educators  from  throughout  the  state  contributed  to  the  development 
of  these  guidelines  through  a series  of  workshops  and  meetings  associated 
with  the  Alaska  Rural  Systemic  Initiative.  Representatives  of  the  Native 
educator  organizations  listed  on  the  cover  participated  in  the  meetings  and 
ratified  the  final  document.  The  purpose  of  these  guidelines  is  to  offer 
assistance  to  educational  personnel  and  others  who  are  seeking  to  incorporate 
the  Alaska  Standards  for  Culturally  Responsive  Schools  in  their  work.  Using 
these  guidelines  will  help  expand  the  base  of  knowledge  and  expertise  that 
culturally  responsive  teachers  (including  Elders,  aides,  bilingual 
instructors,  etc.)  are  able  to  draw  upon  to  enliven  their  work  as  educators. 

Throughout  this  document.  Elders  are  accorded  a central  role  as  the 
primary  source  of  cultural  knowledge.  It  should  be  understood  that  the 
identification  of  "Elders"  as  culture-bearers  is  not  simply  a matter  of 
chronological  age,  but  a function  of  the  respect  accorded  to  individuals  in 
each  community  who  exemplify  the  values  and  lifeways  of  the  local  culture 
and  who  possess  the  wisdom  and  willingness  to  pass  their  knowledge  on  to 
future  generations.  Respected  Elders  serve  as  the  philosophers,  professors 
and  visionaries  of  a cultural  community.  In  addition,  many  aspects  of 
cultural  knowledge  can  be  learned  from  other  members  of  a community  who 
have  not  yet  been  recognized  as  Elders,  but  seek  to  practice  and  teach 
local  lifeways  in  culturally  appropriate  ways 

Along  with  these  "guidelines"  are  a set  of  "general  recommendations" 
aimed  at  stipulating  the  kind  of  steps  that  need  to  be  taken  to  achieve  the 
goals  for  which  they  are  intended.  State  and  federal  agencies,  universities, 
school  districts,  textbook  publishers  and  Native  communities  are  all 
encouraged  to  review  their  policies,  programs  and  practices  and  to  adopt 
these  guidelines  and  recommendations  wherever  appropriate.  In  so  doing,  the 
educational  experiences  of  students  throughout  Alaska  will  be  enriched  and 
the  future  well-being  of  the  communities  being  served  will  be  enhanced. 

Further  information  on  issues  related  to  the  implementation  of  these 
guidelines,  as  well  as  additional  copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Alaska 
Native  Knowledge  Network,  University  of  Alaska  Fairbanks,  Fairbanks,  AK  99775 
(http://www.ankn.uaf.edu) . 


Guidelines  for  Native  Elders 

As  one  of  the  primary  sources  of  traditional  cultural  knowledge.  Native 
Elders  bear  the  responsibility  to  share  and  pass  on  that  knowledge  in  ways 
that  are  compatible  with  traditional  teachings  and  practices. 

Native  Elders  may  increase  their  cultural  responsiveness  through  the 
following  actions: 

Participate  in  local  and  regional  Elders  Councils  as  a way  to  help 
formulate,  document  and  pass  on  traditional  cultural  knowledge  for  future 
generations . 

Help  make  explicit  and  incorporate  locally  appropriate  cultural  values  in 
all  aspects  of  life  in  the  community,  while  recognizing  the  diversity  of 
opinion  that  may  exist. 

Make  a point  to  utilize  traditional  ways  of  knowing,  teaching,  listening 
and  learning  in  passing  on  cultural  knowledge  to  others  in  the  community. 

Seek  out  information  on  ways  to  protect  intellectual  property  rights  and 
retain  copyright  authority  over  all  local  knowledge  that  is  being  shared  with 
others  for  documentation  purposes. 

Carefully  review  contracts  and  release  forms  to  determine  who  controls 
the  distribution  of  any  publications  and  associated  royalties. 

Review  all  transcripts  of  cultural  information  that  has  been  written  down 
to  insure  accuracy. 

Follow  appropriate  traditional  protocols  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
interpretation  and  utilization  of  cultural  knowledge. 

Assist  willing  members  of  the  community  to  acquire  the  knowledge  and 
skills  needed  to  assume  the  role  of  Elder  for  future  generations.  Guidelines 
for 

Authors  and  Illustrators 

Authors  and  illustrators  should  take  all  steps  necessary  to  insure  that 
any  representation  of  cultural  content  is  accurate,  contextually  appropriate 
and  explicitly  acknowledged. 

Authors  and  illustrators  may  increase  their  cultural  responsiveness 
through  the  following  actions: 

Make  it  a practice  to  insure  that  all  cultural  content  has  been  acquired 
under  informed  consent  and  has  been  reviewed  for  accuracy  and  appropriateness 
by  knowledgeable  local  people  representative  of  the  culture  in  question. 

Arrange  for  copyright  authority  and  royalties  to  be  retained  or  shared  by 
the  person  or  community  from  which  the  cultural  information  originated,  and 
follow  local  protocols  for  its  approval  and  distribution. 

Insure  controlled  access  for  sensitive  cultural  information  that  has  not 
been  explicitly  authorized  for  general  distribution. 

Be  explicit  in  describing  how  all  cultural  knowledge  and  material  has 
been  acquired,  authenticated  and  utilized,  and  present  any  significant 
differing  points  of  view  that  may  exist. 

Make  explicit  the  audience(s)  for  which  a cultural  document  is  intended, 
as  well  as  the  point  of  view  of  the  person(s)  preparing  the  document. 

Make  every  effort  to  utilize  traditional  names  for  people,  places,  items, 
etc.,  adhering  to  local  conventions  for  spelling  and  pronunciation. 

Identify  all  primary  contributors  and  secondary  sources  for  a particular 
document,  and  share  the  authorship  whenever  possible. 

Acquire  extensive  first-hand  experience  in  a new  cultural  context  before 
writing  about  it. 

Carefully  explain  the  intent  and  use  when  obtaining  permission  to  take 
photographs  or  videos,  and  make  it  clear  in  publication  whether  they  have 
been  staged  as  a re-enactment  or  represent  actual  events. 

When  documenting  oral  history,  recognize  and  consider  the  power  of  the 
written  word  and  the  implications  of  putting  oral  tradition  with  all  its 
non-verbal  connotations  down  on  paper,  always  striving  to  convey  the 
original  meaning  and  context  as  much  as  possible,  ft  Guidelines  for 
Curriculum  Developers  and  Administrators 

Curriculum  developers  and  administrators  should  provide  multiple  avenues 
for  the  incorporation  of  locally  recognized  expertise  in  all  actions  related 
to  the  use  and  interpretation  of  local  cultural  knowledge  and  practices. 

Curriculum  developers  and  administrators  may  increase  their  cultural 
responsiveness  through  the  following  actions: 


Establish  an  easily  accessible  repository  of  culturally  appropriate 
resource  materials  and  knowledgeable  expertise  from  the  community. 

Include  the  voices  of  representatives  from  the  local  culture  in  the 
curriculum  materials  used  in  the  school. 

Utilize  the  natural  environment  of  the  community  to  move  educational 
activities  beyond  the  classroom  as  a way  of  fostering  place-based  education 
and  deepening  the  learning  experiences  of  students. 

Support  the  implementation  of  an  Elders-in-Residence  program  in  each 
school  and  classroom. 

Provide  an  in-depth  cultural  orientation  program  for  all  new  teachers  and 
administrators . 

Promote  the  incorporation  of  the  Alaska  Standards  for  Culturally 
Responsive  Schools  in  all  aspects  of  the  school  curriculum,  while 
demonstrating  their  applicability  in  providing  multiple  avenues  to  meet  the 
State  Content  Standards. 

Utilize  Elders  and  Native  teachers  from  the  local  community  to  acquire  a 
comprehensive  understanding  of  all  aspects  of  the  local,  regional  and 
statewide  context  in  which  the  students  live,  particularly  as  it  relates  to 
the  well-being  and  survival  of  the  local  culture. 

Make  use  of  locally  produced  resource  materials  (reports,  videos,  maps, 
books,  tribal  documents,  etc.)  in  all  subject  areas  and  work  in  close 
collaboration  with  local  agencies  to  enrich  the  curriculum  beyond  the  scope 
of  commercially  produced  texts. 

Establish  a review  committee  of  locally  knowledgeable  people  to  review 
all  textbooks  and  other  curriculum  materials  for  accuracy  and  appropriateness 
in  relation  to  the  local  cultural  context,  as  well  as  to  examine  the  overall 
cultural  responsiveness  of  the  educational  system. 

Guidelines  for  Educators 

Classroom  teachers  are  responsible  for  drawing  upon  Elders  and  other 
cultural  experts  in  the  surrounding  community  to  make  sure  all  resource 
materials  and  learning  activities  are  culturally  accurate  and  appropriate 

Teachers  may  increase  their  cultural  responsiveness  through  the  following 
actions : 

Learn  how  to  use  local  ways  of  knowing  and  teaching  to  link  the  knowledge 
base  of  the  school  to  that  of  the  community. 

Make  effective  use  of  local  expertise,  especially  Elders,  as  co-teachers 
whenever  local  cultural  knowledge  is  being  addressed  in  the  curriculum. 

Take  steps  to  recognize  and  validate  all  aspects  of  the  knowledge 
students  bring  with  them,  and  assist  them  in  their  on-going  quest  for 
personal  and  cultural  affirmation. 

Develop  the  observation  and  listening  skills  necessary  to  acquire  an 
in-depth  understanding  of  the  knowledge  system  indigenous  to  the  local 
community  and  apply  that  understanding  in  teaching  practice. 

Carefully  review  all  curriculum  resource  materials  to  insure  cultural 
accuracy  and  appropriateness. 

Make  every  effort  to  utilize  locally  relevant  curriculum  materials  with 
which  students  can  readily  identify,  including  materials  prepared  by  Native 
authors . 

Provide  sufficient  flexibility  in  scheduling  Elder  participation  so  they 
are  able  to  fully  share  what  they  know  with  minimal  interference  by  the 
clock,  and  provide  enough  advance  notice  for  them  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations . 

Align  all  subject  matter  with  the  Alaska  Standards  for  Culturally 
Responsive  Schools  and  develop  curriculum  models  that  are  based  on  the  local 
cultural  and  environmental  experiences  of  the  students. 

Recognize  the  importance  of  cultural  and  intellectual  property  rights  in 
teaching  practice  and  honor  such  rights  in  all  aspects  of  the  selection  and 
utilization  of  curriculum  resources  (see  attached  bibliography  for  details). 

Guidelines  for  Editors  and  Publishers 

Editors  and  publishers  should  utilize  culturally  knowledgeable  authors 
and  establish  multiple  levels  of  review  to  insure  that  all  publications  are 
culturally  accurate  and  appropriate. 

Editors  and  publishers  may  increase  their  cultural  responsiveness  through 


the  following  actions: 

Encourage  and  support  Native-authors  and  provide  appropriate  biographical 
information  and  photographs  of  the  author (s)  of  culturally  oriented  material. 

Return  a significant  proportion  of  publication  proceeds  and  royalties  to 
the  person  or  community  from  which  it  originated. 

Submit  all  manuscripts  with  cultural  content  to  locally  knowledgeable 
personnel  for  review,  making  effective  use  of  local  and  regional  entities  set 
up  for  this  purpose. 

Insure  appropriate  review,  approval  and  access  for  all  digital  and 
Internet-based  materials. 

Resolve  all  disagreements  on  cultural  content  or  distribution  before 
final  publication. 

Always  return  to  the  original  source  for  re-authorization  of  subsequent 
printings . 

All  content  of  textbooks  for  general  curricular  use  should  be  examined  to 
make  sure  it  is  widely  accepted  and  recognized,  and  not  just  an  individual 
author's  opinion. 

Honor  all  local  conventions  for  recognizing  cultural  and  intellectual 
property  rights,  ft  Guidelines  for  Document  Reviewers 

Reviewers  should  give  informed  consideration  to  the  cultural  perspectives 
of  all  groups  represented  in  documents  subjected  to  review. 

Document  reviewers  may  increase  their  cultural  responsiveness  through  the 
following  actions: 

Always  be  as  explicit  as  possible  in  identifying  the  background 
experience  and  personal  reference  points  on  which  the  interpretation  of 
cultural  meaning  is  based. 

Whenever  possible  and  appropriate,  reviews  of  cultural  materials  should 
be  provided  from  multiple  perspectives  and  interpretations. 

When  critical  decisions  about  a publication  are  to  be  made,  a panel  of 
reviewers  should  be  established  in  such  a way  as  to  provide  a cross-check 
from  several  cultural  perspectives. 

Publications  that  misrepresent  or  omit  cultural  content  should  be 
identified  as  such,  regardless  of  their  remaining  literary  merit. 

Reviews  of  movies  involving  cultural  themes  should  utilize  the  same 
guidelines  as  those  outlined  for  published  documents.  /3  Guidelines  for 
Researchers 

Researchers  are  ethically  responsible  for  obtaining  informed  consent, 
accurately  representing  the  cultural  perspective  and  protecting  the  cultural 
integrity  and  rights  of  all  participants  in  a research  endeavor. 

Researchers  may  increase  their  cultural  responsiveness  through  the 
following  actions: 

Effectively  identify  and  utilize  the  expertise  in  participating 
communities  to  enhance  the  quality  of  data  gathering  as  well  as  the  data 
itself,  and  use  caution  in  applying  external  frames  of  reference  in  its 
analysis  and  interpretation. 

Insure  controlled  access  for  sensitive  cultural  information  that  has  not 
been  explicitly  authorized  for  general  distribution,  as  determined  by  members 
of  the  local  community. 

Submit  research  plans  as  well  as  results  for  review  by  a locally 
knowledgeable  group  and  abide  by  its  recommendations  to  the  maximum  extent 
possible . 

Provide  full  disclosure  of  funding  sources,  sponsors,  institutional 
affiliations  and  reviewers. 

Include  explicit  recognition  of  all  research  contributors  in  the  final 
report . 

Abide  by  the  research  principles  and  guidelines  established  by  the  Alaska 
Federation  of  Natives  and  other  state,  national  and  international 
organizations  representing  indigenous  peoples.  Guidelines  for  Native 

Language  Specialists 

Native  language  specialists  are  responsible  for  taking  all  steps  possible 
to  accurately  convey  the  meaning  associated  with  cultural  knowledge  that  has 
been  shared  in  a traditional  language. 

Native  language  specialists  may  increase  their  cultural  responsiveness 
through  the  following  actions: 

Whenever  possible,  utilize  a panel  of  local  experts  rather  than  a single 


source  to  corroborate  translation  and  interpretation  of  language  materials, 
as  well  as  to  construct  words  for  new  terms. 

Encourage  the  use  and  teaching  of  the  local  language  in  ways  that  provide 
appropriate  context  for  conveying  accurate  meaning  and  interpretation, 
including  an  appreciation  for  the  subtleties  of  story  construction,  use  of 
metaphor  and  oratorical  skills. 

Provide  Elders  with  opportunities  and  support  to  share  what  they  know  in 
the  local  language. 

Whenever  possible,  utilize  simultaneous  translation  equipment  at  meetings 
to  facilitate  the  use  of  the  local  language. 

Prepare  curriculum  resource  materials  that  utilize  the  local  language,  so 
as  to  make  it  as  easy  as  possible  for  teachers  to  draw  upon  the  local 
language  in  their  teaching.  H Guidelines  for  Native  Community  Organizations 

Native  community  organizations  should  establish  a process  for  review  and 
authorization  of  activities  involving  the  gathering,  documentation  and  use  of 
local  cultural  knowledge.  Native  community  organizations  may  increase  their 
cultural  responsiveness  through  the  following  actions: 

The  Native  educator  associations  should  establish  regional  clearinghouses 
to  provide  an  on-going  process  for  the  review  and  certification  of  cultural 
resource  materials,  including  utilizing  the  available  expertise  of  retired 
Native  educators. 

Native  educators  should  engage  in  critical  self-assessment  and 
participatory  research  to  ascertain  the  extent  to  which  their  teaching 
practices  are  effectively  grounded  in  the  traditional  ways  of  transmitting 
the  culture  of  the  surrounding  community. 

Native  communities  should  provide  a support  mechanism  to  assist  Elders 
in  understanding  the  processes  of  giving  informed  consent  and  filing  for 
copyright  protections,  and  publicize  the  availability  of  such  assistance 
through  public  service  announcements  on  the  radio  so  all  Elders  are  aware  of 
their  rights. 

Each  community  and  region  should  establish  a process  for  reviewing  and 
approving  research  proposals  that  may  impact  their  area. 

Each  community  should  establish  a process  for  determining  what  is 
considered  public  knowledge  vs.  private  knowledge,  as  well  as  how  and  with 
whom  such  knowledge  should  be  shared. 

Native  communities  should  receive  copies  and  maintain  a repository  of  all 
documents  that  relate  to  the  local  area. 

Native  communities/tribes  should  foster  the  incorporation  of  traditional 
knowledge,  language  and  protocols  in  all  aspects  of  community  life  and 
organizational  practices. 

As  regional  Tribal  Colleges  are  established,  they  should  provide  a 
support  structure  for  the  implementation  of  these  guidelines  in  each  of  their 
respective  regions. 

Guidelines  for  the  General  Public 

As  the  users  and  audience  for  cultural  knowledge,  the  general  public  has 
a responsibility  to  exercise  informed  critical  judgement  about  the  cultural 
authenticity  and  appropriateness  of  the  materials  they  utilize. 

Members  of  the  general  public  may  increase  their  cultural  responsiveness 
through  the  following  actions: 

Refrain  from  purchasing  or  using  publications  that  do  not  represent 
traditional  cultures  in  accurate  and  appropriate  ways. 

Encourage  and  support  Native  peoples'  efforts  to  apply  their  own  criteria 
to  the  review  and  approval  of  documents  representing  their  cultural 
traditions . 

Contribute  to  and  participate  respectfully  in  local  cultural  events  to 
gain  a better  understanding  of  the  range  of  cultural  traditions  that  strive 
to  coexist  in  Alaska. 

Make  room  in  all  community  events  for  multiple  cultural  traditions  to  be 
represented . 

General  Recommendations 

The  following  recommendation  are  offered  to  support  the  effective 
implementation  of  the  guidelines  for  documenting  and  representing  cultural 
knowledge  outlined  above. 


The  Alaska  Standards  for  Culturally  Responsive  Schools  should  be  used  as 
a general  guide  for  any  educational  activity  involving  cultural 
documentation,  representation  or  review. 

A statewide  "Alaska  Indigenous  Literary  Review  Board"  should  be 
established  with  representation  from  each  of  the  regional  Native  educator 
associations  to  oversee  the  implementation  of  the  recommendations  that 
follow. 

A statewide  "Alaska  Indigenous  Knowledge  Multimedia  Working  Group"  should 
be  established  to  examine  the  applicability  of  the  above  guidelines  to  the 
production  of  electronic  media  and  the  publication  and  utilization  of 
cultural  knowledge  via  the  Internet. 

Criteria  for  "product  certification"  of  materials  with  cultural  content 
should  be  established  and  implemented  by  regional  Literary  Review  Committees 
formed  through  the  regional  Native  educator  associations.  The  "Raven"  images 
from  the  ANKN  logo  could  be  used  as  a "stamp  of  approval"  for  each  cultural 
region . 

Each  regional  Literary  Review  Committee  should  develop  a list  of 
authorized  reviewers  for  publications  reflecting  cultural  content  related  to 
the  respective  region. 

An  annotated  bibliography  of  the  best  materials  representing  local 
cultures  should  be  compiled  by  each  regional  Literary  Review  Committee  and 
published  on  the  Alaska  Native  Knowledge  Network  web  site  for  use  by  teachers 
and  curriculum  developers  throughout  the  state. 

The  Alaska  Indigenous  Literary  Review  Board  should  establish  prestigious 
awards  to  honor  Native  Elders,  authors,  illustrators  and  others  who  make  a 
significant  contribution  to  the  documentation  and  representation  of  cultural 
knowledge. 

Incentives,  resources  and  opportunities  should  be  provided  to  encourage 
and  support  Native  authors,  illustrators,  story-tellers,  etc.  who  can  bring  a 
strong  Native  voice  to  the  documentation  and  representation  of  Native 
cultural  knowledge  and  traditions. 

The  guidelines  outlined  above  should  be  incorporated  in  university 
courses  and  made  an  integral  part  of  all  teacher  preparation  and  cultural 
orientation  programs. 

An  annotated  bibliography  of  resource  materials  that  address  issues 
associated  with  documenting,  representing  and  utilizing  cultural  knowledge 
should  be  maintained  on  the  Alaska  Native  Knowledge  Network  web  site. 
Subscribe  to  The  Red  Road  Newsletter  by  sending  an  email  to: 
TheRedRoadNewsletter-subscribe@egroups . com 

"RE : An  Indian  Girl  Named  Cathy"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Aug  2000  15:29:55  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Sub j : An  Indian  girl  named  Cathy 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

It  was  about  this  time  of  year,  way  out  on  the  high  country,  up  against 
a mountain  near  some  white  rocks.  There  was  a small  house  not  too  far 
from  a spring  and  a young  indian  girl  was  playing  near  there.  Her  hair 
was  long,  she  was  about  13  or  so  and  she  was  not  as  fast  as  the  other 
girls,  but  she  got  around.  She  was  Ruth's  daughter. 

Long  ago  when  Ruth  was  small  she  help  dig  for  water  where  that  spring 
was.  It  was  in  the  1920' s,  she  was  small  then  being  around  her  grand 
parents  when  the  whole  area  became  dry  and  there  was  not  water  to  be 
found.  The  river  was  so  low  it  was  just  damp  ground  and  no  water  could 
be  seen  running  in  it.  People  were  searching  for  water  and  many  found 
that  spring  to  be  there  for  them  to  haul  water  from. 

One  day  it  went  dry  and  no  water  came  from  it.  The  indian  people 
searched  around  for  water  and  found  very  little  and  had  to  haul  it  a 
long  ways  by  horse,  a bucket  at  a time.  Ruth  remembered  this  time  and 
she  went  to  the  Spring  everyday  and  dug  for  water.  It  was  dry.  After  a 
long  while  the  water  came  back  to  her  family's  place.  It  was  from  here 
that  the  Indian  people  got  there  water. 


She  never  left  that  place  and  stayed  there  all  her  life,  and  it  was 
here  that  her  daughter  was  born  and  she  named  her  Cathy. 

It  was  a place  up  near  the  mountains  and  the  kids  had  to  catch  a bus  to 
school  many  miles  away.  Cathy  would  stand  near  the  road  and  catch  the 
bus,  her  dark  hair  cut  shoulder  length  and  she  wore  plaid  dresses.  It 
was  a long  ride  to  school  and  they  had  to  go  many  miles  over  a place 
called  Dry  Mountain. 

One  day  she  got  on  the  bus  with  the  other  kids  and  they  travelled  on  to 
school.  The  roads  were  narrow  and  some  people  drove  pretty  fast  on 
those  two  lane  roads.  One  truck  drove  fast  that  day  and  coming  over  the 
mountain  saw  the  bus  and  could  not  stop.  The  truck  hit  the  bus  and  all 
the  indian  kids  inside.  They  were  on  their  way  to  school.  Some  got  hurt 
and  others  walked  away. 

Cathy  was  taken  far  away  from  home  and  had  a hard  time  coming  back  home 
from  then  on.  She  spent  a lot  of  time  at  the  hospital  and  came  home 
finally.  Her  mother  had  to  build  a ramp  for  her  to  come  inside  as  she 
could  no  longer  walk.  She  fell  behind  in  school  and  after  a while  quit 
going  because  it  was  so  hard  for  her. 

In  time  she  just  stayed  home  and  would  wheel  herself  to  the  trading 
post  and  post  office  and  sit  there  for  hours  talking  to  anyone  who  came 
in.  It  was  during  this  time  that  I met  her. 

She  was  sitting  in  front  of  the  trading  post  when  I drove  up,  she  was 
watching  me  as  got  out  of  the  car  and  went  to  the  door.  I was  going  to 
get  a pop  or  something,  but  could  see  her  looking  at  me  wondering  who  I 

was.  As  I walked  passed  her  she  said,  I know  what  kind  of  Indian  you 

are . 

I looked  at  her,  and  could  see  a sparkle  in  her  dark  eyes,  her  legs 
were  narrow  toothpicks  it  seemed  like  but  her  smile  was  a good  one.  I 
said,  what  kind  of  Indian  do  you  think  I am.  She  looked  at  me  with 
clear  eyes  and  said,  "A  hungry  one". 

From  time  to  time  I would  see  her  wheeling  up  and  down  the  road,  from 
her  house  to  the  store,  I met  her  mother  whose  hair  was  all  gray  now. 

She  asked  me  once  to  come  to  the  house  and  re-light  her  water  heater, 

it  had  gone  out.  It  was  sometime  in  November,  maybe  15  years  ago  or  so. 
Cathy  was  there  and  followed  me  to  the  back  room  and  read  the 
directions  from  the  water  heater  cover  and  told  me  how  to  do  it,  so  I 
wouldn't  blow  them  up. 

It  has  been  a long  while  since  I have  seen  her,  she  doesn't  sit  by  the 
store  anymore  and  I wondered  what  happened  to  her.  The  other  day 
someone  told  me  her  mother  Ruth  just  got  out  of  the  hospital,  she  is 
near  90  now  and  needs  help  to  get  around. 

I read  the  newspaper  from  where  they  live  near  their  reservation,  the 
Roosevelt  Standard  and  saw  this: 

"Hi,  My  name  is  Cathy  Cuch,  I stay  at  the  Stewart's  Cedar  Crest  Care 
Center,  187  West  Lagoon  Street  (45-13),  Roosevelt,  Utah  84066.  I would 
like  to  have  someone  write  to  me.  I miss  my  friends  and  some  have 
forgotten  where  I live  now.  Please  send  me  a card  or  letter..." 

I would  appreciate  it  if  you  could  drop  her  a card  and  send  this  around 
if  you  could.  She  is  a nice  girl  and  I think  would  like  to  hear  from 
some  of  you.  Send  out  the  word  to  get  a few  letters  from  here  and 
there .... 

thank  you rustywire 

rustywire 

www . geocities . com/ rustywire 

"RE:  Poem:  Death"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Dun  2000  20:24:04  -0400 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere. net> 

Sub j : Death 

Death 


Floating  in  and  out 


carried  upon  the  wings 
of  Wanbli ' s Dream 
always  and  forever 

Waiting  counting  out  the  time 
what  matters  what  counts 
waves  upon  waves 
of  doubt 

Still  the  voices  ring  out 
softly  silently  singing 
this  is  the  time 
the  time  is  now 

Life  is  a kaleidoscope 
catching  the  colors 
realizing  the  Dream 
living  the  promise 

Yet  what  matters 
living  or  having  lived 
giving  or  having  been  gifted 
questions 

Once  the  River  is  met 
who  is  to  say 
who  should  go 
and  who  should  stay 

Is  living  so  important 
as  moving  on 
what  color  is  death 
and  dying 

Perhaps  it  is  a gift 
having  lived 
to  find  true  Peace 
true  solace 

Who  is  to  say 

what  is  and  what  isn't 

what  matters  and  what  counts 

what  is  so  important 

I for  one 
will  go  willingly 
to  softer  fields 
to  home 

Dying  hurts  the  living 
those  left  behind 
but  who  is  to  say 
it  is  not  but  a step 

I for  one 
will  go  gladly 
home 

unkempt  by  words 

Everything  is  a Circle 
everything  a step 
ever  meeting  it's  own  end 
to  come  back  again 


Having  lived 


truly 

wholly 

compassionately 

To  let  go  the  grasp 
is  perhaps  not  so  bad 
not  so  far  from  giving  again 
going  home 

Death  is  a shadow 

only  to  those  with  regrets 

having  none 

I can  realize  release 

One  on  One 

life  is  always  One  on  One 
to  believe  otherwise 
is  folly 

For  always  and  forever 
it  is  between 
Great  Mystery 
and  I 

The  Grandfathers  say 
life  is  a Circle 
The  Hoop 

unbroken  in  it's  path 

I for  one  chose 
to  follow 
the  path  before  me 
wherever  it  may  lead. 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  28  August  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  3-9 

KEPAKEMAPA 
September 
Mahoe  Hope 

3 

The  coral  reef  is  a home  to  many  creatures. 

4 

In  our  hearts,  we  are  all  children. 

5 

Know  all  there  is  to  know,  ...  and  cherish  what  you  learn. 

6 

Never  make  excuses  to  avoid  doing  the  things  you  truly  love. 

7 

Time  will  not  stand  still  for  our  convenience  --  we  must  make  the  time 
we  need  to  build  our  dreams. 

8 

To  walk  upon  black  sands  is  to  feel  the  touch  of  Pele. 

9 

Whenever  we  think  we  know  all  there  is  to  know,  . . . the  universe 
changes . 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- — "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  27  August  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Cherokee  Floliday  starts  August  31st  in  Tahlequah 

TAFILEQUAH  - There  are  more  than  thirty  events  scheduled  for  this 

year's  Cherokee  National  Floliday,  which  will  be  held  in  Tahlequah, 

OK  September  1-4.  The  theme  of  this  year's  Holiday  is  "A  Family 
Reunion".  Organizers  expect  as  many  as  100,000  visitors  to  attend 
the  events,  which  will  kick  off  August  31  with  a performance  by 
Arigon  Starr.  Among  the  featured  events  September  1 are  an  afternoon 
stickball  game,  a hog  fry  and  the  Gathering  of  the  Grounds,  a 
traditional  stomp  dance. 

The  Cherokee  Holiday  Parade  is  scheduled  to  begin  at  10  a.m. 
Saturday,  September  2,  in  downtown  Tahlequah. 

Principal  Chief  Chad  Smith  will  give  his  State  of  the  Nation  address 
at  noon  on  September  2.  Other  highlighted  events  for  the  Holiday 
include  the  Cherokee  Holiday  Run,  an  8 kilometer  competitive  run  and 
a 2-mile  run/walk,  special  receptions  for  original  enrollees  and 
veterans,  arts  and  crafts,  a traditional  Cornstalk  Shoot,  fishing, 
golf  and  softball  tournaments  as  well  as  several  children's 
activities.  For  details  on  the  full  Holiday  schedule,  go  to  the 
Cherokee  Nation's  Web  site  at  www.cherokee.org  or  call  918-456-0671 
ext.  2543  or  1-800-850-0348  ext.  2543. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


Choctaw  Labor  Day  Festival  brings  music,  much  more 
By  Zach  Maxwell 

There  are  far  more  than  seven  reasons  to  check  out  one  of  Oklahoma's 
biggest  powwows  that  isn't  an  actual  pow-wow.  But  those  first  seven 
reasons  - a cornucopia  of  country  legends  - are  the  biggest  draws  of 
the  annual  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival  in  Tuskahoma. 

Set  for  Sept.  1-4,  the  Labor  Day  line  up  has  been  solidified:  Friday 
night  entertainment  will  include  Diamond  Rio,  David  Frizell  and 
Great  Divide.  On  Saturday,  Loretta  Lynn,  lanie  Fricke,  T.G.  Sheppard 
and  BR5-49  will  take  the  stage  at  the  Choctaw  capitol  grounds. 

The  festival  is  typically  a free  event,  with  other  goodies  thrown  in 
for  tribal  members.  Camping  reservations  and  motel  accommodations  in 
nearby  Clayton  tend  to  fill  up  fast,  so  call  800-522-6170  for  more 
information . 

Choctaw  Nation  Mikko  Greg  Pyle  delivers  the  State  of  the  nation 
Address  on  Monday,  Labor  Day,  which  is  typically  followed  by  a free 
dinner  for  the  tribe.  For  more  information  contact  the  Choctaw 
Nation  at  1-580-924-8280.  On  the  web,  the  entire  listing  of  events 
and  schedules  is  posted  at  www.choctawnation.com. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


Date:  Fri,  11  Aug  2000  22:18:23  -0700 
From:  Ableza  Institute  <ableza@ableza . org> 

Sub j : Exhibit  Announcement 

"Truth  and  Lies,"  a new  exhibit  of  multicultural  artists,  will  open 
Friday,  August  11th  at  the  Triton  Museum  of  Art  in  Santa  Clara,  CA.  Each 
artist  exposes  the  truths  about-and-behind  lies  which  have  been 
perpetuated  for  generations. 


Featured  Native  American  Artists  are: 

George  Longfish  (Seneca/Tuscarora)  - mixed  media  on  canvas;  large  scale 
Sandy  Osawa  (Spokane)  - "On  & Off  the  Rez"  documentary  profiling  Charlie  Hill 
Rabbett  Strickland  (Ojibwe)  - oils  on  canvas;  large  scale 
David  Yohn  - multimedia/video  installation 

Diane  Way  - computer  rendered  photography  and  art,  and  projected  images 

Please  join  us  in  support  of  this  exciting  and  courageous  exhibit: 

Reception  Tuesday,  August  15,  6:00  - 8:00  pm 
Exhibit  run:  August  11  - October  15,  2000 

Triton  Museum  of  Art 
1505  Warburton  Avenue 
Santa  Clara,  CA 
(408)  247-3754 

Museum  hours:  Tuesday,  10:00  am  - 9:00  pm 

Wednesday  - Sunday,  10:00  am  - 5:00  pm 

++++++++++++++ 

Ableza  Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute 
1279  Mildred  Ave. 

San  lose,  CA  95125 
http://www.ableza.org 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu.edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 


Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 
Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http: //www. ukans . edu /kans a s/wn/oklahoma /powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Grand  Entry 

Friday  Saturday 

8 PM  1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 

Head  Staff 

Head  Singer 
Head  Man  Dancer 
Head  Lady  Dancer 
Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
lohn  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available: 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 

For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 

POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 

Friday,  Septemer  8 Saturday,  September  8 Sunday,  September  10 


Evening 


in.  Girl ' s Cloth 
In.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Activities 

Friday  Night  Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning 
49  Contest  Stop  Dance  Leader 
Dennifer  Lunsford 

Shell  Shaker 
Coordinator  Contests  Day 

Blalock 
Coordinator 


Sunday  Morning 
Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 
& Obstable  Course  Golf  Tournament  & 

Florseshoe 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 

Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 

All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


September  2 & 3,  2000 

11th  Annual  Running  Water  Powwow 

Cherokee  Homecoming  & Ripe  Corn  Festival 

Ridge  Ferry  Park 

Rome  Georgia 

$4,000  competition  dancing 
Headman:  Bullet  Standingdeer 
Headlady:  Laretta  Weaver 
Host  Drum:  Bird  Choppers  Bird  Family 
MC:  Rick  Bird 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Frank  Blair  706  232  1714 


September  16  & 17,  2000 
Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival 

Part  of  the  Annual  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride 

Headman:  Randy  Woodley 

Headlady:  Alaura  Pyle 

Host  Drum:  White  Horse 

MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 

Contact:  Mayor  Sharon  Baron  256  764  3237 

TOT  Coordinator:  Chief  Perry  White  205  672  0361 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 

Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 

Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 


Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Derry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc . edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Dasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Dackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Dennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Dun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 


From:  Doyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Sub  j : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE- L@LISTSERV. INDIANA. EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
ISSN:  0300-6565 

American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

SEPTEMBER  2000 

1-3  Ottawa  Tribal  Celebration  & Powwow.  Adawe  Park,  Miami,  OK. 
Info:  (918)  540-1536 

1-3  Wolfsong  Heal  the  People  Powwow.  Thelma  Stoval  Park, 
Munfordville,  KY.  Info:  (270)  749-9024 

1-3  10th  Annual  Lake  Shawnee  Traditional  Inter-tribal  Powwow.  Lake 
Shawnee,  Topeka,  KS.  Info:  (785)  272-5489  or  email: 
cmbarrard@aol . com 

1-3  19th  Annual  Stockton  Community  Labor  Day  Weekend  Powwow. 

Daniel  Webster  Middle  School,  Stockton,  CA.  Info:  (209)  953-4803 
or  (209)  953-4017.  email:  chodge@stockton . kl2 . ca . us . Web: 
www. geocities . com/ nativeteacher 

1-3  21st  Annual  Puyallup  Tribal  Powwow  & Salmon  Bake.  2002  East 
28th  St,  Tacoma,  WA  98404.  Info:  Lauren  (253)  573-7800  ext  7672. 
email : lauren . butler@law. puyalluptribe. nsn . us 
1-4  Choctaw  Nation  Labor  Day  Festival.  Choctaw  Capitol. 

Tushkahoma,  OKLA.  Info:  (580)  924-8280. 

1-4  86th  Annual  Labor  Day  Powwow  at  Wellpinit,  Washington.  Info 
call:  Ivan  Wynecoop,  (509)  258-9114. 

1-3  Ranibow  Dancers  Friendship  Powwow,  three  Sister  Park, 
Chillicothe,  IL.  Info:  (309)  968-6848  or  walkhawk2@ntslink.net 
2 Annual  Pueblo  Friendship  Powwow.  Contests.  Pueblo  Chemical 


Depot.  Info:  Susan  (719)  561-4223 

2-3  40th  Annual  Tecumseh  Lodge  Powwow.  Tipton  County  Fairgrounds, 
Tipton,  IN. 

2-3  Michinemackinong  Traditional  Powwow.  St.  Ignace,  Mich.  Info: 

(906)  863-9831  or  kmcneel@hvl.bia.edu 

2-3  Ponemah  Powwow.  Ponemah,  MN.  Info:  (218)  679-3341. 

7-10  37th  Shoshone-Bannock  Powwow.  Fort  Hall,  ID. 

7- 10  3rd  Annual  Toomsboro  Inter-tribal  Powwow  honoring  all 
veterans.  Drum  Contest.  Toomsboro,  GA.  Info:  Jerry  Lang  (912) 
377-8621. 

8- 9  Tchefuncte  Powwow.  A Strong  Buffalo  Production  by  Tom  Varnado. 
Tchefuncte  Family  Campground,  54492  Campground  Rd.,  Folsom,  LA. 
Info:  (225)  665-5650  or  1-888-280-1953 
WWW.TCHEFUNCTECAMPGROUND.COM 

8-10  3rd  Annual  Indian  Summer  Powwow.  Credit  Island,  Davenport, 
IA.  Info:  Less  (319)  381-3547 

8- 10  Moberly  Powwow.  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  Info:  (270) 
886-8033. 

9- 10  The  Native  Friendship  Centre  of  Montreal's  19th  Annual 
Traditional  Pow  Wow.  The  Bonsecours  Island,  in  the  Old  Port  of 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada.  Info:  3. Kent  (514)  499-1854;  Fax:  (514) 
499-9436  E-mail:  powwow@nfcm.org 

15  7th  Annual  St.  Francois  River  Powwow.  Industrial  Park, 
Farmington,  MO  Info:  (573)756-6702  or  (573)  756-3658 

15-17  St  Francis  River  Contest  Powwow.  Mineral  Area  College,  Park 
Hills,  MO.  Info:  (573)  358-7633. 

15-17  8th  Eastern  Shawnee  Powwow.  Tribal  Complex  west  of  Seneca, 
Oklahoma  800/957-2435 

15-17  Shadow  of  the  Buffalo  Powwow.  Clear  Creek  Park.  Shelbyville, 
KY  Info: (502)  451-0384 

15- 16  26th  Annual  American  Ind.  Alliance  Powwow.  Butte  Civic 
Center,  Butte  MT  Info:  (406)  782-0461 

16  TIHA  Annual  Fall  Powwow.  Robinson  Park,  Llano,  TX.  Info:  (817) 
797-8152. 

16- 17  10th  Paw  Paw  Moon  Festival.  State  Park,  Springfield,  OH 
Info:  (419)  238-0197 

16-17  17th  Annual  American  Indian  Days.  Balboa  Park,  San  Diego,  CA 
Info: (619)  281-5964 

16-17  14th  Annual  Bedford  Powwow.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers  V.A.  Medical 
Center,  Bedford,  Mass.  Info:  (978)  667-6498  or  (781)  275-7500. 
16-17  6th  Annual  Harvest  Powwow:  In  Honor  of  the  Ancestors. 
Mokena,  IL.  Info:  (630)  961-9323. 

16-17  8th  Annual  Four  Winds  Powwow.  Special  Events  Center, 

Killeen,  TX  Info:  (254)699-3167  or  (254)  520-6169 

18-22  5th  Annual  Powwow  Cruise.  Carnival  Cruise  Lines,  Los 

Angeles,  CA  Info:  (760)  369-2232 

20- 22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,000  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  663-2313  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email:  3FLMW@aol.com 

21- 24  28th  National  Indian  Days.  White  Swan  Pavilion,  White  Swan, 
Washington  Info:  (509)865-5121  ext.  274 

22- 24  10th  Casino  Morongo  Powwow.  Casino  Grounds,  Cabazon,  CA 
Info:  (909)849-3080  ext.  274 

22-24  2nd  Celebration  of  Sobriety.  HTE  Powwow  Grounds,  Hayward,  WI 
Info:  (715)634-5806 

22-24  Grand  Bois  Intertribal  Powwow.  Grand  Bois  State  Park, 

Bourg,  LA.  Info:  (504)  594-1068, 

22-24  5th  Annual  Blanchard  Indian  Pow  Wow.  Millstream  Fairgrounds 
East  Sandusky  St.  Findlay,  Ohio. Traders  by  invitation.  Info:  Billy 
Nelson  (419)  423-8194  or  Dawn  La  Roche  E-  Mail: 
dawncoyote@webtv.net 

22-24  6th  Annual  Council  Tree  Powwow.  Confluence  Park,  Delta, 
Colorado.  $23,000  prize  money,  19  Traditional  Dance  Categories, 
Drum  Contest  $1000  1st.  place;  Miss  Indian  Colorado  xiv  Pageant. 


Info:  Wilma  on  Glenna  1-800-874-1741  or  counciltnee@doci.net  on 
visit  www.counciltneepowwow.ong 

23  Wood  Lake  Powwow  sponsored  by  The  Northern  Hoop  and  LaSalle 
Council  Camp  Masters.  South  of  Jones,  Mich,  on  M40.  Info:  (616) 

663-5665  on  email:  woodlakepowwow@cs.com 

23  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23-24  Mountain  in  the  Sky  Powwow.  Belleayre  Ski  Center, 

Highmount,  NY.  Info:  ( 914)  254-5782. 

23-24  South  Celebration  Powwow.  Oakes  Filed,  South  Charleston,  WV 
Info:  (800)238-9488 

23-24  Blanchard  Powwow.  Fair  Grounds,  Findlay,  OH  Info: 

(419)423-8194 

23-24  25th  Indian  Festival.  DeSoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL 
Info:  (205)378-7252 

23  American  Indian  Days  Celebration.  St.  Joseph  Indian  School, 
Chamberlain,  SD  Info:  (605)734-3300 

23-24  Northeastern  Powwow.  Roy  Wilkins  Park,  Jamaica,  NY 
Info: (516)226-5306  or  (718)978-7200 

23-24  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23  Northern  Plains  Powwow.  Elmond  Center,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  Info: 
(800)658-4797 

23-24  15th  Annual  Powwow.  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg,  GA.  Info: 
powwowdcr@aol . com 

23-24  7th  Corpus  Christi  Christi  Intertribal.  Memorial  Colisium, 

Corpus  Christi,  TX  Info:  (361)883-9980  or  (361)  643-0399 

29  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek  Commeration.  Tribal  Grounds,  Mt.  Vernon, 

AL  Info:  (334)829-5500 

30  First  Annual  T.P.R.C.  Benefit  Powwow.  Odessa  College  Sports 
Arena,  Odessa  College,  Odessa,  TX.  Info:  (915)  536-2415. 
avalonb@nwol . net;  http : //tprc . free servers . com 

29-Oct  1 Powwow.  Irvine  McDowell  Park,  Richmond,  KY 

29-Oct  1 3rd  Annual  Lenape  Tears  Powwow.  McCall&#8217; s Farm,  Route  443, 
Lehighton,  PA.  Info:  (570)  788-3330.  qthawk@csrlink.net 

29- Oct  1 6th  Annual  Spirits  Powwow.  Spirits  in  the  Oaks,  Joslin, 

IL  Info:  (309)944-3894  or  (309)887-4831 

30- Oct  1 Honor  White  Wolf  Powwow.  Town  Hall,  Dighton,  MA  Info: 
(508)880-6887 

30-Oct  1 6th  Annual  Waimea  Powwow.  Waimea  Ballpark,  Hawaii  (Big 
Island),  HI.  Info:  (808)  885-5569. 

30-Oct  7 The  Chickasaw  Indian  Festival.  Tishomingo,  Oklahoma. 

Expected  attendance  is  40,000.  Contact  Janet  Reed  at 
1-580-371-2040  or  you  may  use  this  e mail  address  for  forwarding 
barsue@brightok. net 

30-Oct  1 Northeastern  Native  American  Memorial  Powwow.  Roy 
Wilkin&#8217; s Park,  Jamaica,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  (718)  978-7057  or  (516) 
226-5306. 

OCTOBER  2000 

6-7  First  Annual  Save  the  Land  Foundation  Festival,  Volusia  County 
Fair  Grounds  Rt.44  Deland,  FI.  Info.  904-441-8005  (Dale  Woodfin.) 

6-8  14th  Annual  Black  Hills  Powwow  & Arts  Expo,  the  Rushmore  Plaza 
Civic  Center,  Rapid  City,  SD.  Info:  (605)  341-0925. 
bhpowwow@rapidnet . com,  www. rapid net . com/~bh powwow 
6-8  Red  Crow  Powwow.  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY. 

6-8  10TH  Annual  Heritage  Powwow.  Traditional  Indian  Dance, 

Cahokia  Mounds  Historic  Site,  Collinsville,  Illinois 
Contact-Lowell  Davis  217-688-2442 

6-8  7th  Annual  Grand  Celebration.  Grand  Casino  Coushatta.  Kinder, 

LA.  Info:  1-800-584-7263  ext  7676 

6-8  Rainbow  Dancers  Powwow.  Buffalo  Ranch,  Farmer  City,  IL.  Info: 

(309)  968-6848  or  walkhawk2@ntslink.net 

7 Traditions  in  the  Making  Powwow.  Millard  County  Fair  Building, 

Delta,  UT.  Info:  (435)  864-2400.  email:  helena@gavtron.com  or 
visit : www.traditionsinthemaking.com 


7 2nd  Annual  Miss  Inidna  Teen  World  2000  Powwow.  Fort  Mcdowell 
Indian  Reservation,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ.  Info: 
mourningstar@uswest . net 

7 3rd  Annual  American  Indian  Festival.  Homewood  Park,  near 
Birmingham,  AL.  Info:  (205)  870-1095. 

7 Second  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Day  in  New  York 
City-Madison  Avenue.  One  Day  Only! ! ! Info:  Chief  Red  Deer  -212 
666-9478  or  718  292-1519  or  516  292-9447. 

7-8  9th  Annual  Chukchansi  Celebration  Powwow.  46575  RD  417, 

Coarsegold,  CA.  Info:  (559)  683-6633. 

7-8  26th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Thomas  Square,  Donwtown 
Honolulu,  HI.  Info:  (808)  734-5171. 

7-8  10th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Day  of  the  Wolf.  Nelson  Cty 
Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY.  Info:  (502)  348-0425  or  email: 
bryant@bardstown . com 

13- 15  2000  Clarksville  Area  Powwow  &#8220jHonor  the  Ancestors&#8221; . Outside 
Port  Royal  State  Park,  50  NE  of  Nashville,  TN  (exit  11,  1-24 

west).  Info:  (931)  326-5837  or  nccircle@webmail.bellsouth.net 

14- 15  Kauai  Powwow  2000.  Kapaa  Beach  Park,  Kapaa,  HI.  Info:  (808) 

335-8588. 

14-15  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Veteans  Powwow. 

Honoring  All  Veteans.  Railroad  Museum  Park,  Fort  Payne,  AL.  Info: 
lerry  Lang  (256)  492-5217. 

14-15  American  Indian  Gathering  - Year  of  the  Children.  College 
Dome,  Community  College  of  Beaver  Cty,  Monaca,  PA.  Info:  (724) 

774-9098. 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow  Honoring  Our  Yourth  of  the 
Peter  Skene  Odgen  Community  School,  100  Mile  House,  British 
Columbia,  Canada.  Info:  John  Archie  at : 1-250-395-2461  ext. 213  or 
email  brave_26@yahoo.com 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow,  Peter  Skene  Ogden&#8217j s Gathering 
Our  Dancers.  100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Info: 
www.genocities.com/brave_26/pow-wow.html  or  phone  (250)  395-2461 
ext  213. 

20-22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,00  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org. 

20- 22  Powwow  at  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Union,  KY 

21  Texas  Lumbee  Powwow.  Hearne  East  Side  Park,  Hearne,  TX.  Info: 

Alleen  Perkins  (979)  828-4977. 

21- 22  3rd  Annual  Octoraro  Native  American  Fall  Festival.  Camp 
John  Ware,  Southern  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Info:  Harry  (717) 

284-3427. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 

GA.  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 

961-5567. 

3- 5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 

Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 

TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www . ties . I<12 . mn . us/~raygor /powwow/ pwinfo . html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 

994-4882. 

9-11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 

757-2085. 


10-12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 
Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan j WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 20  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
lackson.  Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  Prairie  Winds  Powwow.  Bartle  Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  (913) 
768-4798 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 
(253)-596-1139. 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3UNE  2001 

2-3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 
National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

SEPTEMBER  & OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Sept.  2-3:  40th  Annual  Tecumseh  Pow  Wow,  Tipton  County  Fairgrounds,  Tipton, 
IN.  Info:  (317)  773-4233. 

Sept.  9-10:  Sequoyah  Fall  Festival,  at  the  Sequoyah  Birthplace  Museum, 
Vonore,  TN.  Info:  Vickie  Smith  (865)  609-7009  or  579-1384. 

Sept.  15-17:  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast 
Alabama,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL.  Info:  Linda  Bricknell, 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL  35989  (256)  635-0024,  or 
ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Sept.  16-17:  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Pow  Wow, 
Waterloo,  AL.  The  ride  begins  at  Ross's  Landing  near  Chattanooga,  TN, 
continues  to  McFarland  Park  in  Florence,  AL,  then  ends  up  in  Waterloo,  where 


the  festival  will  be  held.  Hours:  Saturday,  9am  - until;  Sunday,  1pm  - 5pm. 
Free  admission.  MC:  Gary  Smith 

Info:  Florence/Lauderdale  Co.  Tourism  (256)  740-4141. 

Sept.  16-17:  Ft.  Toulouse  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Ft.  Toulouse/Dackson 
Park,  Wetumpka,  AL.  1700's  re-enactors  will  demonstrate  the  lifeways  of 
French  soldiers  & area  Indians.  Hours:  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Ned  Denkins,  Fort 
Toulouse/Dackson  Park,  2521  West  Fort  Toulouse  Road,  Wetumpka,  AL  36092 
(334)  567-3002. 

Sept.  23-24:  September  Indian  Fest,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL. 
This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  there  will  be  demonstration  dances,  story 
telling,  etc.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  arts  & crafts. 
Hours:  9am  - 5:30pm.  Info:  Doe  Beckham,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  5181  Desoto 
Caverns  Pkwy.,  Childersburg,  AL  35044  (800)  933-2283. 

Sept.  29:  MOWA  Choctaw  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival  & Annual  Re-enactment  of 
the  Treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  at  the  MOWA  Reservation,  1080  West  Red 
Fox  Road,  Mount  Vernon,  AL.  Info:  Todd  Dohnston,  Route  1,  Box  390-D, 
McIntosh,  AL  36560  (334)  944-2789. 

Sept.  30-Oct.  1:  The  Eagle's  Message  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Limestone  County 
Sheriffs  Rodeo  Arena,  Hwy.  99,  Athens,  AL.  HD:  Red  Hawk  Singers;  MC:  Dohn 
Smith  & Ronnie  Ray.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults,  $2.00  Seniors  over  55  & 
children  ages  6-12,  free  for  children  under  6.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 7pm; 
Sunday,  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Marie  Hill  (256)  729-1968  or  Dudy  Southard,  29721 
Easter  Ferry  Road,  Lester,  AL  35647. 

Oct.  4-7:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  at  Moundville  Archaeological 
Park,  Hwy.  69,  Moundville,  AL.  Hours:  Wednesday  thru  Friday,  9am  -4pm; 
Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Kirk  Lueg,  Box  870340,  Moundville,  AL  35487-0340 
(205)  348-2136. 

Oct.  6-7:  36th  Annual  Boaz  Harvest  Festival  & 3rd  Annual  Pow  Wow,  on  the 
corner  lot  between  Billy  Blvd.  & Hwy.  205,  in  front  of  1st  Baptist  Church  in 
Boaz,  AL.  Free  admission.  GE  at  9am  each  day,  bonfire  at  7pm  Saturday.  HM: 
Running  Horse  Spirit;  HL:  Sherry  Crabtree;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  AD:  Gary 
Redwolf;  ST:  MoonShadow;  HD:  TBA.  Special  guests:  recording  artist  Dave 
"White  Wolf"  Trezak;  championship  bow  maker  Dimmy  Taylor.  Demonstrations  of 
flint  knapping  & coil  pottery  making,  Indian  arts  & crafts,  flute  music,  fry 
bread,  etc.  Info:  Morrisons  (256)  593-7336,  McAllisters  (256)  881-8020,  or 
Williamsons  (256)  582-0014. 

Oct.  7:  3rd  Annual  Homewood  Indian  Festival,  at  Homewood  Park,  corner  of 
Oxmoor  Road  & Central  Avenue,  Homewood,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 6pm.  Free 
admission.  In  case  of  rain,  the  event  will  be  held  inside  the  Recreation 
Center  at  the  park.  All  intertribal  dancers  invited.  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence;  HL:  Raven  Woods;  ST:  Two  Dogs;  MC:  Dim  Standing 
Fox.  Info:  (205)  870-1095  fram  10am  - 7pm,  M-F. 

Oct.  15-16:  Festival  of  the  Singing  Rivers,  McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL. 
This  festival  celebrates  & teaches  the  culture  & history  of  Native  Americans 
through  arts  & crafts,  story  telling  & hands-on  demonstrations.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  Info: 
Florence/Lauderdale  Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35650  (256) 
740-4141. 

Oct.  14-15:  8th  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow  & Festival, 
at  Union  Park  in  Fort  Payne,  AL.  This  event  is  open  to  all  Veterans.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  9am  - 5pm.  MC:  Gary  Smith  Info:  Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum, 

PO  Box  681420,  Ft.  Payne,  AL  35968  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  21:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park,  3101 
Burritt  Dr.,  Huntsville,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of 
Native  American  traditions  & lifeways,  including  hands-on  demonstrations  & 


Kids  Korner  activities.  Hours:  10am  - 4pm.  Info:  jeff  Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 


Oct.  21-22:  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Wetumpka,  AL.  See 
Sept.  16-17  listing  for  details.  Info:  Ned  lenkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Dackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  Dudi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


"RE : Blackfeet  Songwriter"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Aug  2000  23:19:53  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Blackfeet  songwriter  goes  where  no  Montana  musician  has  gone  before 
......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rt ic les /0824odd s24. html 

Blackfeet  songwriter  goes  where  no  Montana  musician  has  gone  before 
Associated  Press 
August  24,  2000 

KALISPELL,  Mont.  - Musician  lack  Gladstone  isn't  a household  name,  he 
doesn't  sell  out  arenas  and  his  albums  aren't  at  the  top  of  the  charts. 

But  he's  popular  in  outer  space. 

The  Blackfeet  Indian  songwriter  recently  received  word  that  an  astronaut 
took  a copy  of  his  "Buffalo  Cafe"  compact  disc  with  him  on  the  space 
shuttle  Atlantis. 

"I  guess  you  could  say  your  music  is  'out  of  this  world!'  " wrote 
astronaut  Scott  3.  Horowitz  in  a note  to  Gladstone. 

Air  Force  Lt.  Col.  Horowitz  took  Gladstone's  music  with  him  on  the  98th 
flight  of  the  space  shuttle  Atlantis,  which  orbited  the  Earth  155  times  in 
May. 

"We  may  not  have  gone  platinum,  but  we  boldly  went  where  I think  no 
other  Montana  musician  has  gone,"  Gladstone  said  Monday.  "It  was  an  honor 
to  have  him  attach  enough  to  the  songs  and  stories  to  want  to  listen  to 
them  in  his  quiet  time  up  there." 

Horowitz  was  introduced  to  Gladstone's  music  when  he  took  a trip  through 
Montana  two  summers  ago.  Horowitz  and  his  wife  enjoyed  one  of  Gladstone's 
evenings  of  lyrics  and  lore  in  Glacier  National  Park  and  bought  a CD. 

Along  with  the  letter  and  a photo,  Horowitz  returned  the  original  CD. 
Gladstone  plans  to  have  it  framed. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE;  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Monday,  August  28,  2000 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : Bill  Miller  + NAC  Topics  + Native  Trade  Routes 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Aug  28  - Sept  1 

2)  Following  the  Beaten  Paths  - Native  Trade  Routes 

3)  Earthsongs  featuring  Bill  Miller  (Part  1) 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Aug  28  - Sept  1 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT 

URL:  http://nativecalling.org/  choose  "Listen  LIVE  Online" 

or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 8/28:  Campaign  2000:  The  Green  Party: 

Winona  LaDuke  is  an  Anishinaabe  activist,  mother,  journalist,  author 
and  vice  presidential  candidate  in  the  2000  presidential  race.  She's  a 
life-long  grassroots  activist  and  Harvard-trained  economist  who  believes 


running  for  office  is  the  way  to  make  a difference.  Who  is  Winona  LaDuke 
and  why  is  she  running?  She  joins  us  live  in  Studio  49  to  talk  about  the 
Green  Party  platform  and  her  role  on  the  ticket. 

TUE  - 8/29:  Hemp  Harvest  Bust: 

For  the  past  several  years,  Alex  White  Plume  has  been  growing  industrial 
hemp  on  the  Oglala  Lakota  reservation  in  South  Dakota,  as  an  act  of 
personal  sovereignty.  A harvest  ceremony  was  scheduled  to  take  place,  but 
last  week  25  federal  agents  armed  with  machine  guns  raided  White  Plume's 
farm  and  cut  4,000  hemp  plants.  Can  sovereign  immunity  save  him  from 
prosecution?  Guests  include  Alex  White  Plume  of  the  Lakota  Nation  and 
attorney  Tom  Bianco,  who  won  a precedent-setting  case  last  week. 

WED  - 8/30:  Book-of -the-Month : Where  the  Pavement  Ends: 

Assiniboine  author  William  Yellow  Robe,  3r.,  began  his  career  in  the 
theater  as  an  actor.  Although  his  acting  skills  were  respected,  there  were 
few  roles  for  Native  people.  He  began  writing  his  own  plays,  creating  roles 
not  just  for  himself  but  other  Native  actors  as  well.  One  of  the  results  of 
his  work  is  "Where  the  Pavement  Ends",  a new  book  comprised  of  five  of 
Yellow  Robe's  most  poignant  and  powerful  plays. 

THU  - 8/31:  Big  Brother  in  Our  Schools: 

How  far  do  we  have  to  go  to  keep  our  schools  safe?  We  already  have  metal 
detectors,  drug-sniffing  dogs,  and  armed  security.  Why  not  add  video 
cameras  in  every  classroom,  every  hallway,  and  every  bus  to  monitor  every 
move?  Do  we  have  to  conform  to  a virtual  police  state  to  keep  violence  from 
breaking  out  in  one  of  America's  most  sacred  institutions .. .the  neighborhood 
school?  Scheduled  guest  is  Ron  Beaumont  of  Safe  Schools,  Safe  Students. 

FRI  - 9/1:  Healthy  Work  Environments 

Is  your  job  your  life?  A growing  number  of  employers  are  making  an 
effort  to  ensure  that  their  workers  are  healthy...  and  happy!  Workers 
are  more  stressed-out  than  ever  because  of  the  expectations  that 
employers  and  families  have,  but  some  businesses  are  working  to 
reduce  stress  on  and  off  the  job.  Programs  like  good  childcare, 
flexible  hours,  mental  health  counseling,  and  even  concierge  services 
are  becoming  standard  benefits  from  employers.  What  would  make 
your  workweek  easier...  and  your  weekend  more  enjoyable?  loin  us 
as  we  talk  about  healthy  work  environments  in  observation  of  Labor 
Day. 

2)  Following  the  Beaten  Paths 

This  week  on  California  Indian  Radio  Project.  Following  the  Beaten 
Paths:  California  Indian  Trade  Routes  What  were  the  most  widely 
used  trade  routes?  Take  a look  at  a modern  highway  map.  Native 
traders  carried  goods  and  news  in  a complex  and  thriving  native 
economy.  Today  a lively  trade  continues  in  the  "underground" 
economy. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  choose  AIROS  radio 
or  "AIROS  Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

3)  Earthsongs  featuring  Bill  Miller  (Part  1) 

This  week  on  Earthsongs  - Modern  Music  from  Native  America  - 
the  sounds  of  Koljademo,  Art  Pepper  and  John  Trudell. 

Our  feature  artist  is  Mohican  singer/songwriter  Bill  Miller.  The  winner  of 
four  awards  at  the  1999  Native  American  Music  Award  including  Artist  of 
Year,  Best  Male  Artist  and  Best  Songwriter,  Miller  has  had  a tough  life, 
one  filled  with  racism  and  abuse.  Yet  his  songs  are  about  love,  hope, 
inner  strength  and  survival.  In  this  first  of  a two-part  conversation  with 
host  Gregg  McVicar,  Miller  talks  about  parenthood  and  the  important 


contributions  a father  can  make  to  a daughter's  sense  of  self-worth. 

Details  visit:  http://www.earthsongs.net 

Next  week:  Part  2 of  an  interview  with  Bill  Miller 

Listen  online  (All  times  EDT)  at  either  http://earthsongs.net 

or  http://airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

with  additional  feeds  at  http://knba.org  (in  Widows  Media) 

11pm  on  Thursdays  and  5pm  on  Saturdays 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 
e-mail:  emartin2@unl.edu 
phone:  402-472-3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th 
2000. . .contact  your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http: //www. pbs .org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program 
visit  http://www.nativetelecom.org 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Debbie  Sanders, 

Lenapelady  and  Maquah,  Chris  Milda,  Dohn  D Berry,  KOLA  HQ,  Danet  Smith, 
Tom  Kunesh,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Donna  M.  Ralstin-Lewis, 
Sumer  W Cree,  Gary  Smith,  Dreamwalker,  Eric  Martin,  Hohnnie  Rustywire 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Big  Mountain,  Minnlnd, 
FOL-L,  Red  Road  Newsletter,  Indianz,  LPDC  & Paths-L  mailing  lists; 
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Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"There  will  be  many  enemies  attack  you.  Pray  for  them.  Flave  Pity  on 
them... for  they  are  pitiful  and  they  need  your  prayers." 

David  Swallow,  Dr.,  Lakota 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

! I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  I 

| of  the  Republic  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 


| and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
| Choctaw  Confederacies , 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United 
| States  Constitution, 

j so  that  my  forefathers 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


| Dourney 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


There  is  a serious  problem  with  this  next  news  item  I am  going  to  share. 
Like  the  many  others  that  have  appeared  in  this  newsletter  that  speak  of 
the  consequences  that  will  come  from  the  destructive  practices  being 
visited  on  our  Earth  Mother,  the  people  who  need  to  read  and  hear  these 
truths  will  not.  They  are  too  busy  planning  the  next  high  rise,  or  super 
shopping  center;  and  in  all  likelyhood  they  are  plotting  how  to  get  around 
Native  Grave  Protection  laws. 

Still,  these  words  from  Native  leaders  must  be  offered  in  hope  that 
somehow,  in  some  way,  those  who  really  do  need  to  learn  of  them  will  be 
lead  to  them. 

Date:  Fri,  1 Sep  2000  17:02:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel(3seeyouonline.com> 

Subj : FW: [NativeNews]  (U.N.) 

- Leaders  of  Faiths  Gather  at  Summit  SYRACUSE  ONLINE:  CENTRAL  NEW  YORK  NEWS 
http : //www. Syracuse. com/news /onondagaed it ion . ssf ?/ news stories /city/ 
20000828_rnoren . html 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  28,  2000 
Leaders  of  faiths  gather  at  summit 
Onondaga  Nation  members  will  attend 
the  meetings  held  at  the  United  Nations. 


By  Gloria  Wright 

According  to  World  Watch  magazine,  if  the  6 billion  people  in  the 
world  all  lived  at  the  same  high  standard  as  Americans,  13  Earths 
would  be  needed  to  support  that  level  of  consumption. 

"Therein  lies  the  whole  discussion,"  said  Chief  Oren  Lyons, 
faithkeeper  of  the  Onondaga  Nation. 

A discussion  of  peace,  reconciliation,  the  environment  and  poverty 
by  more  than  1,000  religious  and  spiritual  leaders  begins  today  at  the 
United  Nations. 

For  the  first  time  in  history,  the  world's  religious  leaders  will 
gather  for  a four-day  Millennium  World  Peace  Summit  to  talk  about 
forging  a partnership  of  peace  with  the  United  Nations.  The  summit 
is  expected  to  result  in  resolutions  on  peace,  poverty  and  the 
environment  and  the  formation  of  a permanent  council  of  religious 
leaders  to  advise  the  United  Nations  on  preventing  and  settling 
disputes . 

Lyons  will  address  the  summit  on  the  environment  Tuesday,  and 
Onondaga  Nation  clan  mother  Audrey  Shenandoah  is  scheduled  to  speak 
at  opening  ceremonies  today.  The  nation  is  sending  a delegation  of 
11,  including  Sid  Hill,  the  acting  tadadaho,  or  spiritual  leader. 

More  than  100  indigenous  spiritual  leaders  will  be  attending,  Lyons 
said.  All  regions  of  the  world  will  be  represented  at  the  summit,  as 
will  the  other  major  faith  traditions  of  Baha'i,  Buddhism, 
Christianity,  Confucianism,  Hinduism,  Islam,  lainism,  Dudaism, 

Shinto,  Sikhism,  Taoism  and  Zoroastrianism. 

Lyons  recently  returned  from  a meeting  of  indigenous  people  which 
included  an  "alarming  report"  from  a man  from  Greenland,  he  said. 

A 24,000-foot-high  glacier  is  melting. 

"A  sheer  wall  of  ice,  so  cold  you  couldn't  put  your  hands  on  it,  is 
beginning  to  melt,"  Lyons  said.  "There  is  now  a river  pouring  out  of 
the  glacier. " 

As  the  ice  melts,  forest  fires  rage  in  the  western  United  States  and 
the  West  Nile  virus  kills  birds  in  Syracuse,  he  said. 

"Clearly,  we  are  facing  disaster  here  at  a level  we've  never  seen 
before,"  he  said. 


Reprinted  under  the  Fair  Use 
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RE:  Court  to  Hear  Arguments  on  Indian  Trust  Accounts 


Date:  Tue,  5 Sep  2000  06:30:53  -0400 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : BIA  APPEAL 

Appeals  court  to  hear  arguments  on  Indian  trust  accounts 
American  Indian  groups  claim  that  proceeds  from  appropriated  land  leases 
have  been  mismanaged  by  the  U.S.  government 
September  4,  2000 

Web  posted  at:  2:38  PM  EDT  (1838  GMT) 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  Federal  officials  admit  that  over  the  last  113  years 
the  government  mishandled  $500  million  in  trust  accounts  for  American 
Indians . 

But  they  say  U.S.  District  Judge  Royce  Lamberth  overstepped  his 
authority  with  rulings  ordering  a full  accounting  of  the  money  and 
appointing  himself  overseer  of  reform  efforts.  He  also  has  held  two 
cabinet  secretaries  in  contempt. 

The  government  is  appealing  Lamberth' s December  ruling  in  a 4-year-old 
lawsuit  brought  by  Indians,  who  contend  they  are  due  more  than  $10  billion 
because  of  the  mismanagement.  Arguments  are  scheduled  for  Tuesday  before  a 
three-judge  federal  appellate  court  panel. 

Emotions  are  high  on  both  sides.  Lead  Indian  lawyer  Dennis  Gingold  has 
referred  to  government  lawyers  as  "dumb  and  dumber,"  while  Assistant 
Interior  Secretary  Kevin  Gover  has  called  the  plaintiffs  "potentially  a 
very  dangerous  and  destructive  force." 

Lawyers  for  the  more  than  300,000  trust  account  holders  contend  the 
appeal  shows  the  federal  government  --  particularly  Interior  Secretary 
Bruce  Babbitt  --is  more  interested  in  blocking  attempts  to  get  the  money 
than  righting  a wrong. 

"In  the  outside  world,  if  you  screw  up  with  people's  money,  you  end  up 
in  jail,"  said  Elouise  Cobell,  a Blackfeet  Indian  who  is  the  lead 
plaintiff.  "That's  the  problem  here,  that  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
has  never  had  to  pay  for  what  they've  done  to  screw  up  people's  lives  on 
Indian  reservations." 

The  trust  accounts  came  from  an  1887  federal  law  that  divided  some 
reservation  land  into  smaller  plots  for  individual  Indians.  The  federal 
government  holds  that  land  in  trust  for  the  Indians  --  meaning  it  cannot 
be  taxed  or  sold  and  the  government  must  approve  any  leases. 

Many  of  the  tracts  are  leased  for  uses  such  as  grazing,  logging,  mining 
or  oil  drilling.  Proceeds  from  those  leases  are  supposed  to  be  deposited 
in  government  accounts  and  then  paid  to  the  Indian  landholders. 

In  February  1999,  Interior  Secretary  Babbitt  and  two  others  were  accused 
of  mishandling  and  destroying  records  relating  to  American  Indian  affairs 


Since  the  beginning,  however,  those  accounts  have  been  mismanaged  in 
almost  every  way  imaginable,  the  government  acknowledges.  Records  for  many 
accounts  were  never  kept,  while  documentation  for  others  was  lost  or 
destroyed.  Some  of  the  money  was  stolen  or  used  for  other  federal  programs. 
Some  lease  proceeds  were  never  collected.  Thousands  of  the  accounts  have 
money  in  them  but  no  names  attached. 

In  February  1999,  Lamberth  cited  Babbitt,  Gover  and  then-Treasury 
Secretary  Robert  Rubin  for  contempt  for  improperly  withholding  and 
destroying  records.  The  Indians  then  won  a key  victory  in  December  when 
Lamberth  ruled  he  would  oversee  reforms  to  a system  wrecked  by  "government 
irresponsibility  in  its  purest  form." 

The  government  challenged  the  ruling,  saying  Lamberth  does  not  have  the 
power  to  order  changes  before  the  government  finishes  its  own  reform  plans. 

Copyright  2000  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved.  This  material  may 

not  be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten,  or  redistributed. 

lanet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http://www.owlstar.com 

"RE : Termination  by  Other  Means"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Sep  2000  11:30:56  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline.com> 

Subj : FW:  Termination  by  other  Means 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  XColumn@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

FROM  UNIVERSAL  PRESS  SYNDICATE 

FOR  RELEASE:  WEEK  OF  SEPTEMBER  1,  2000 

COLUMN  OF  TH E AMERICAS  by  Patrisia  Gonzales  and  Roberto  Rodriguez 
TERMINATION  BY  OTHER  MEANS 

COPYRIGHT  2000  UNIVERSAL  PRESS  SYNDICATE 

Gonzales  and  Rodriguez  can  be  reached  at  505-242-7282,  PO  BOX  7905, 
Albuquerque  NM  87194-7905  or  Xcolumn@aol.com 

An  August  lawsuit  charges  that  the  head  of  the  Oneida  Nation  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  Raymond  Halbritter,  holds  no  traditional  title,  is  not  a 
clan  representative  nor  a traditional  chief,  nor  was  he  appointed  nor 
elected  to  lead  the  nation.  Despite  this,  the  U.S.  government  recognizes 
him  as  the  sole  representative  of  the  Oneidas. 

Mark  Emory,  a spokesman  for  the  Oneida  Nation,  rejects  all  the  charges, 
but  added  that  the  nation  cannot  comment  on  pending  litigation. 

In  seeking  Halbritter's  removal,  the  more  than  a dozen  plaintiffs  note 
that  the  six-nation  Iroquois  Confederacy,  of  which  the  Oneidas  are 
members,  ceased  recognizing  him  in  1993  and  that  Wolf  Clan  Mother  Maisie 
Shenandoah,  who  had  selected  him  to  be  the  eyes  and  ears  of  her  clan  for 
the  Oneidas  on  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Haudenosaunee  (Iroquois),  removed 
him  from  his  position  in  1995. 

The  thorny  issues  detailed  in  the  lawsuit  could  set  dangerous  precedents 
related  to  American  Indian  sovereignty.  At  stake  is.  Who  decides  who 
represents  a nation  or  tribe?  (The  defendants  include  Halbritter,  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior.) 

According  to  the  plaintiffs,  something  else  potentially  is  at  stake:  the 
land . 

loanne  Shenandoah,  a plaintiff  and  member  of  the  Oneida  Nation  who 
(along  with  other  dissenters)  lost  her  "voice"  (rights,  benefits  and 
privileges)  for  opposing  Halbritter,  charges  that  he  anointed  himself  as 
leader  and  has  created  his  own  laws  and  form  of  government,  completely 
alien  to  the  Oneida.  Additionally,  she  charges  that  he  has  created  a 
nonnative  police  force,  has  barred  the  dissenters  from  the  use  of  the 
traditional  longhouse,  and  is  attempting  to  evict  many  members  from 
traditional  Oneida  lands. 


Raymond  Obomsawin,  a Wolf  Clan  representative,  further  charges  that 
their  casino  was  fraudulently  established,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Oneidas  --  that  it  has  enriched  Halbritter  while  most  of  the  Oneidas 
remain  near  the  poverty  level.  Furthermore,  Barbara  Olshansky,  an 
attorney  representing  the  plaintiffs,  said  Halbritter  used  Oneida  lands 
as  collateral  to  secure  a $25-million  loan  to  build  a casino.  After 
repayment  of  the  loan,  another  $70-million  loan  was  taken  out.  She  says 
that  Halbritter  will  not  make  public  the  details  of  the  second  loan.  She 
maintains  that  if,  in  fact,  the  lands  were  again  used  as  collateral  and 
if  the  loan  defaults,  all  the  Oneida  property  would  belong  to  the  bank. 

Chuck  Fougnier,  a Wolf  Clan  representative,  refutes  all  the  allegations 
and  says  that  the  plaintiffs  are  a small  group  of  discontented  members 
intent  on  destroying  the  Oneida  nation.  He  says  that  Halbritter  is  the 
legitimate  representative  of  the  Oneidas.  On  the  land  issue,  he 
specifically  states  that  if  the  loan  were  to  go  into  default,  the  bank 
would  own  the  buildings,  not  the  land.  "We're  trying  to  get  our  250,000 
acres  right  now.  It's  ridiculous  that  we  would  put  our  land  at  risk." 

Commenting  on  the  potential  placing  of  Indian  lands  at  risk,  Obomsawin 
stated:  "I'm  sure  that's  what  the  BIA  wants.  It  would  eliminate  their 
' Indian  problem . ' " 

While  it's  a complex  issue,  if  the  lands  are  at  risk,  many  observers 
fear  that  it  could  set  a dangerous  precedent.  There  could  come  a time 
when  bad  casino  investments  or  falling  into  tax  arrears  could  lead  to  the 
taking  of  Indian  lands.  Federal  bill  H.R.  1814  was  recently  reintroduced 
into  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  would  take  trust  lands  from 
tribes  if  they  do  not  collect  state  taxes.  Additionally,  the  Republican 
Party  of  the  state  of  Washington  recently  adopted  into  its  platform  a 
call  to  abolish  American  Indian  nations,  by  force  if  necessary.  (It  has 
since  been  rescinded). 

Regardless  of  the  lawsuit's  disposition,  the  issues  raised  are  sure  to 
feed  the  anti-Indian  backlash  in  the  country,  fueled  by  the  belief  that 
Indians  are  all  casino-rich  and  that  they  don't  pay  taxes. 

Gambling  is  against  "the  Great  Law,"  or  spiritual  traditions  of  the 
Iroquois,  notes  Doug  George  Kanentiio  (loanne's  husband).  The  Mohawk 
columnist  says  that  at  the  core  of  the  problems  is  gambling,  which  has 
pitted  families,  clans  and  neighbors  against  each  other.  "It  is  creating 
a consumerist  and  class-based  society,  all  alien  to  American  Indian  ways. 
" Additionally,  he  said,  the  alleged  corruption  is  fueling  the  fans  of 
those  intent  on  destroying  American  Indians.  "It  is  the  ultimate  form  of 
termination . " 

Fougnier  says  of  the  "Great  Law:"  "You  can  make  it  out  to  be  anything 
you  want."  He  and  Emory  added  that  when  it  came  into  being,  casinos  and 
poverty  weren't  envisioned. 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Quote  to  the  LA  New  Times"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Aug  2000  12:46:40  -0700 
From:  redorman@theofficenet . com 
Subj : Quote  to  the  LA  New  Times  <FWD> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thu,  24  Aug  2000  14:54:26  EDT 

From:  SDNMarsha@aol.com 

Subj:  Quote  I gave  to  the  LA  New  Times 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

This  is  the  quote  I gave  the  LA  New  Times.  Please  be  on  the  look-out 
for  publication  of  an  article  about  the  sale  of  the  Mohave  by  the  LA 
City  Council. 

Thank  you, 

Marsha  Monestersky 


Dear  Michael  Gougis, 


The  Dineh,  known  as  Navajo  people  living  in  the  Four  Corners  region  of 
Arizona  are  happy  the  LA  City  Council  allowed  Dave  Freeman,  President  of 
Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  and  Power  (LADWP)  to  sell  their  share  in 
the  Mohave-coal-fired  Power  Plant.  However,  changing  owners  in  the 
Mohave  is  not  enough.  When  a Dineh  delegation  traveled  to  LA  to  meet 
with  Dave  Freeman,  he  said,  "Divesting  ownership  in  the  Mohave  is  not 
enough.  As  long  as  Peabody  Coal  Company  continues  mining  coal  in  Black 
Mesa,  Dineh  people  will  continue  to  die."  It  was  at  this  time  Dave 
Freeman  pledged  to  leverage  LADWP' s share  in  the  Mohave  with  other 
shareholders  to  help  us  shut  it  down. 

The  Mohave  coal-fired  power  plant  is  the  last  unregulated,  uncontrolled 
coal-fired  power  plant  in  the  country.  Not  only  is  coal  combustion 
dangerous,  it  is  more  hazardous  than  nuclear  power.  Not  only  does  it 
expose  Americans  living  near  coal-fired  plants  to  higher  radiation  than 
those  living  near  nuclear  power  plants  that  meet  government  regulations, 
its  combustion  produces  carbon  dioxide  and  other  greenhouse  gases 
suspected  to  cause  climatic  warnming.  This  is  not  only  harmful  to  human 
health  it  may  also  be  responsible  for  acid  rain. 

Dave  Freeman  traveled  to  Black  Mesa.  He  saw  the  dust  and  met  with 
people  dying  from  Black  Lung,  Silicosis  and  respiratory  distress.  He 
met  with  widows  who  lost  their  husbands  to  coal  mining  effects.  And  he 
witnessed  some  of  the  countless  desecrated  cemetaries  and  sacred  sites 
destroyed  by  Peabody  Coal  Company.  The  Mohave  supplying  much  of  LA's 
energy  needs  relies  on  coal  mined  exclusively  in  Black  Mesa.  It  is  also 
responsible  for  using  a coal  "slurry"  transporation  system  that  pumps  3 
million  gallons  of  water  each  day  from  the  only  drinking  water  source 
for  the  Hopi  and  western  Navajo,  water  that  has  been  there  since  the  ice 
age.  Coal  production  is  not  only  responsible  for  the  sacrifice  of  the 
Dineh  people,  since  it  is  their  land  and  life  that  is  being  destroyed, 
it  is  also  responsible  for  the  production  of  "unclean"  energy 
responsible  for  global  as  well  as  local  devastation. 

As  the  Dineh  people  face  the  last  days  in  their  struggle  against  forced 
relocation  by  the  US  government  to  make  way  for  the  expansion  of  Peabody 
Coal  Company's  mining  operations,  the  Dineh  appeal  to  the  people  of  Los 
Angeles  to  lobby  the  LA  City  Council  to  pass  a resolution  that  bans  the 
purchase  of  "unclean"  energy  from  the  Mohave.  Transferring  ownership 
from  one  shareholder  to  another  is  irresponsible  if  it  does  not  address 
the  environmental  and  human  costs  of  burning  coal,  the  most  impure  fuel. 

The  people  of  the  City  of  Los  Angeles,  consumers  of  Mohave  power  must 
hold  their  elected  officials  responsible  for  purchasing  Mohave  fuel. 

To  find  out  more  about  how  you  can  help,  please  contact  Action  Resources 
Center  (ARC),  phone:  (310)  396-3254." 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky  Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  E-mail: 
sdnmarsha@aol . com 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l . htm 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet.com. 
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Babbitt  Praises  Settlement  Ending  Arizona  Mine  Controversy 

FLAGSTAFF,  Arizona  - Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  today 
announced  an  agreement  which  will  end  a long  controversy  and  result  in 
the  closing  of  the  White  Vulcan  mine,  located  in  the  San  Francisco  Peaks 
north  of  Flagstaff. 

The  open-pit  mine  has  been  producing  pumice  which  has  been  used  to 
stonewash  jeans.  The  mine,  located  in  the  Coconino  National  Forest  and 
owned  by  the  Arizona  Tufflite  Corporation,  will  be  closed  within  the 
next  six  months.  In  return  for  $1  million,  Tufflite  will  also  give  up 
all  of  its  49  mining  claims  in  the  area  and  restore  the  mine  site. 

"I  am  pleased  that  this  mine  is  being  shut  down  and  this  long 
controversy  is  ending,"  said  Babbitt.  "The  mine  is  on  land  which  is 
sacred  to  13  Native  American  tribes  and  the  operation  of  this  mine  has 
scarred  the  San  Francisco  Peaks." 

The  agreement  to  close  the  mine  fulfills  a pledge  Babbitt  made  when  he 
visited  the  site  last  April  25.  Fie  pledged  to  seek  the  closing  of  the 
mine  as  soon  as  possible  and  also  said  he  would  try  to  end  the  various 
lawsuits  filed  by  opponents  of  the  mine. 

"This  agreement  accomplishes  both  those  objectives,"  said  Babbitt.  "It 
is  time  to  end  this  fight  and  restore  the  San  Francisco  Peaks  to  their 
natural  splendor." 

Arizona  Tufflite  had  mined  the  site  under  provisions  of  the  1872  Mining 
Law  and  Babbitt  said  the  controversy  was  one  more  example  of  why  the 
outdated  law  needs  to  be  changed. 

"The  White  Vulcan  mine  offers  just  one  more  example  of  why  we  need  to 
reform  our  outdated  mining  laws,"  Babbitt  said.  "While  I appreciate 
Arizona  Tufflite' s willingness  to  work  with  us  to  end  this  particular 
controversy,  the  fact  is  that  many  other  mining  operations  throughout 
the  West  continue  to  degrade  our  public  land.  Not  only  do  these  mining 
companies  avoid  paying  royalties  to  the  government  for  taking 
publicly-owned  minerals,  but  the  American  public  is  often  left  holding 
the  bag  when  mining  companies  walk  away  without  cleaning  up  their  mess." 
Please  visit  http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 
for  more  background  on  this  relocation  issue. 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet.com. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com. 
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Monday,  4 September  2000 
Canadian  Indians  fight  feds  on  fishing 
Lobster-law  row  similar  to  other  resource  issues 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

TORONTO  - A conflict  dating  back  to  the  arrival  of  white  settlers  in 
North  America  has  rekindled  off  the  coast  of  eastern  Canada,  with  Indian 
fishermen  and  government  agents  clashing  at  sea  in  increasingly  dangerous 
battles  over  fishing  rights. 

In  three  recent  raids,  federal  fisheries  officials  backed  by  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police  and  Coast  Guard  vessels  seized  or  destroyed  an 
estimated  2,000  Indian  lobster  traps  and  arrested  at  least  four  Indians. 

Two  of  the  raiding  officers  were  injured  in  the  face  from  rocks  thrown 
by  Indians,  and  two  Indian  boats  sank  while  others  were  rammed  in  boat 
battles  in  Miramichi  Bay  on  the  New  Brunswick  coast. 

Feds'  tactics  on  video 

Bolstered  by  video  footage  that  showed  their  boats  being  rammed,  the 


Indians  now  want  criminal  charges  filed  against  the  federal  agents.  The 
government,  meanwhile,  refuses  to  hold  talks  on  the  dispute  until  the 
Indians  remove  their  traps,  which  violate  federal  fishing  regulations. 

"Their  actions  show  a wanton  disregard  for  human  life,"  said  Chief 
Wilbur  Dedam  of  the  Burnt  Church  reservation. 

The  issue  of  Burnt  Church  Indians  and  their  right  to  decide  when  and  how 
their  fishermen  can  trap  lobsters  has  implications  for  similar  cases 
involving  Indian  rights  in  modern  Canada. 

"Certainly  this  is  not  just  a Burnt  Church  issue,"  said  Alexander  von 
Gernet,  a University  of  Toronto  anthropology  professor  who  specializes  in 
aboriginal  affairs.  "There  are  hundreds  of  cases  that  perhaps  don't  deal 
specifically  with  fishing  but  policy  with  other  kinds  of  resource 
extraction"  such  as  logging  and  even  offshore  oil  and  gas  operations. 

Indian  rights  at  issue 

The  conflict  in  the  lucrative  lobster  industry  - which  pulled  in  $298 
million  in  1998  - focuses  on  how  to  restore  some  semblance  of  the  access 
and  freedom  Indian  groups  had  before  colonization  to  provide  for 
themselves,  while  also  protecting  industries  built  on  limited  resources 
and  preserving  the  environment. 

In  a ruling  handed  down  last  September,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
upheld  a 1760  treaty  with  the  British  that  gave  the  Micmac  Indians  of 
Burnt  Church  and  other  Atlantic  Canada  reservations  the  right  to  a 
"moderate  livelihood"  through  year-round  hunting,  fishing  and  gathering. 
The  case  involved  a Micmac  fisherman  charged  in  1993  with  selling  eels 
without  a license. 

Indian  bands  proclaimed  they  were  free  of  government  regulation  and 
began  hunting  and  fishing  out  of  season,  leading  to  clashes  with  non- 
native fishermen  in  October  that  left  three  Indians  injured. 

Court:  Laws  apply  to  Indians 

In  an  unusual  step,  the  Supreme  Court  in  November  issued  a clarification 
of  its  ruling,  saying  the  Indian  fishermen  were  subject  to  federal  fishing 
regulations . 

The  government  launched  a dual  strategy.  On  one  hand  it  negotiated  with 
Atlantic  Canada  tribes  on  short-term  agreements  in  which  the  Indians  would 
accept  regulated  fishing  and  receive  money,  equipment  and  training. 

Most  of  the  34  Atlantic  Canada  tribes  accepted  short-term  government 
deals,  but  Burnt  Church  was  one  of  the  five  that  refused.  When  its 
fishermen  began  setting  traps  out  of  season  last  month.  Fisheries  Minister 
Herb  Dhaliwal  promised  the  regulations  would  be  enforced,  and  the  raids 
ensued . 


"RE : A Proud  Day  for  Canada's  Sardine-Van  Navy"  

Date:  Sat,  2 Sep  2000  15:28:08  EDT 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Subj : A proud  day  for  Canada's  sardine-van  Navy!!! 

Everyone- - 

Looks  like  Canada  sent  its  whole  goddam  Navy  to  sink  a Mikmaq  lobsterman's 
little  boat...  His  crime:  setting  out  a lobster  pot...  Did  you  see  it  on  TV? 
A Canadian  Navy  war-vessel  deliberately  ramming  a tiny  one-man  lobsterman's 
boat? 

This  cannot  be  tolerated. 

I for  one  will  NOT  buy  anything  Canadian  until  the  Miqmaq's  are  allowed  to 
tend  their  lobster  pots  and  Canada  pulls  its  sardine-can  Navy  out  of  Mikmaq 
waters . 

Please  join  me.  Make  your  commitment  public. . .make  the  internet  SIZZLE 
with  our  outrage! 


To  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Canada,  we  are  with  you! 
/Harvey  Arden 


RE:  Canadian  Indians  Reject  Talks  Offer  on  Lobster  War" 
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Canadian  Indians  reject  talks  offer  on  lobster  war 

MIRAMICHI  BAY,  New  Brunswick,  Aug  31  (Reuters)  - An  angry  Canadian  Indian 
band  on  Thursday  rejected  Ottawa's  offer  of  talks  to  settle  a protracted  and 
increasingly  violent  dispute  over  the  lucrative  Atlantic  lobster  fishery. 

Leaders  of  the  Burnt  Church  band  of  Mi'kmaq  Indians  said  they  had  turned 
down  Fisheries  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal's  proposal  to  hold  talks  in  Ottawa  on 
Friday  because  he  had  attached  too  many  conditions. 

Instead,  they  suggested  he  travel  to  the  New  Brunswick  capital  Fredericton 
early  next  week  for  a meeting. 

Mi'kmaq  leaders  want  federal  fisheries  officials  charged  with  attempted 
murder  after  they  rammed  and  partially  sank  two  native  boats  on  Tuesday 
during  an  operation  to  remove  illegal  lobster  traps. 

The  confrontation  pits  the  Mi'kmaqs  --  who  are  fighting  for  what  they  see 
as  their  traditional  right  to  harvest  lobsters  year-round  --  and  officers 
from  the  Department  of  Fisheries  and  Oceans  who  say  they  are  removing 
illegal  traps  to  enforce  conservation  measures. 

Burnt  Church  spokeswoman  Karen  Sommerville  said  Mi'kmaq  leaders  wanted 
talks  with  Dhaliwal  but  rejected  his  call  for  a halt  to  illegal  lobster 
fishing  and  his  insistence  that  none  of  the  band's  legal  advisors  be 
allowed  to  take  part. 

"We  do  want  to  be  able  to  come  to  a peaceful  resolution  and  we  want  to  be 
able  to  discuss  this  without  these  conditions  being  set  upon  us,"  she  told 
reporters  on  Thursday. 

Fisheries  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal  --  in  Winnipeg  for  a meeting  of  the 
ruling  Liberal  Party  --  has  consistently  defended  the  right  of  the 
inspectors  to  pull  up  illegal  traps  but  denied  he  gave  instructions  to  ram 
the  Indian  boats. 

Police  say  they  are  looking  into  Tuesday's  violent  incidents  but  have 
called  for  calm  in  the  meantime. 

The  Burnt  Church  band,  citing  a Supreme  Court  judgment  last  year,  say  they 
are  entitled  to  set  as  many  as  5,200  traps  year-round.  Last  year  there  were 
clashes  between  Indians  and  non-native  fishermen  who,  for  conservation 
reasons,  are  allowed  to  catch  lobsters  for  only  two  months  each  year. 

A bid  by  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Robert  Nault  to  end  the  protest  ended  in 
a near-farce  Monday  when  he  fled  the  reserve  without  addressing  a public 
meeting  as  planned. 
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Bones  returning  to  Valley  tribe 

Tachi  Yokut  Indians  at  Lemoore  will  receive  skeletal  remains  from  Caltrans. 

By  Michael  Doyle 

Bee  Washington  Bureau 

(Published  August  27,  2000) 


WASHINGTON  --  Kings  County  canal  diggers  found  the  bones  a generation  ago. 

Now,  thanks  to  a controversial  decade-old  law,  the  skeletal  remains 
of  five  American  Indians  are  heading  home.  Chalk  up  another  victory 
for  a small  San  Doaquin  Valley  tribe  and  for  a law  of  surprising 
reach . 

"Let  me  put  it  this  way,"  says  Clarence  Atwell,  chief  of  the 
Lemoore-based  Tachi  Yokut  Tribe  of  the  Santa  Rosa  Indian  Community. 

"How  would  you  like  your  relatives'  bones  scattered  all  over  the 
place,  on  display  in  some  museum?" 

This  weekend,  the  Santa  Rosa  Rancheria  is  celebrating  the  grand 
opening  of  its  $80  million  Palace  Indian  Gaming  Center.  Sometime 
later,  in  a more  somber  ceremony,  the  tribe  will  receive  the  bones 
now  under  the  control  of  the  California  Department  of  Transportation . 

When  that  happens,  the  remains,  thought  to  date  to  between  A.D.  1600 
and  1800,  will  be  interred  at  the  tribal  cemetery  in  Lemoore. 

"We  feel  we're  bringing  them  home,"  Atwell  says. 

Archaeologists  discovered  the  bones  in  1962,  as  workers  were  building 
an  overpass  and  nearby  canal  along  Highway  198.  For  many  years,  the 
bones  and  accompanying  artifacts  have  been  stored  along  with  many 
others  at  the  well-stocked  Anthropological  Studies  Center  of  Sonoma 
State  University. 

Subsequent  studies,  newly  cited  in  the  daily  Federal  Register  that 
documents  federal  agency  activity,  determined  the  bones  could  be 
reasonably  traced  to  the  Santa  Rosa  Rancheria.  The  rancheria  is  home 
to  about  660  members  of  the  Tachi  Yokut,  a subset  of  a tribe  that 
once  spanned  the  area  from  Sacramento  to  Bakersfield. 

The  formal  term  for  what's  about  to  happen  is  repatriation,  a word 
often  associated  with  prisoners  of  war  but  that  has  its  roots  in  the 
Latin  for  "repair."  And  repair  is  what  the  1990  Native  American 
Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  was  supposed  to  be  about. 

The  1990  law  required  government  agencies  and  museums  that  had 
received  American  Indian  remains  from  the  agencies  to  take  inventory 
of  their  holdings.  Those  holdings  are  vast,  numbering  in  the  many 
tens  of  thousands  of  bones,  and  their  fate  is  a highly  sensitive 
matter  to  anthropologists  and  American  Indians. 

"When  human  remains  are  displayed  in  museums  or  historical  societies, 
it  is  never  the  bones  of  white  soldiers  or  the  first  European 
settlers  that  came  to  this  continent  that  are  lying  in  glass  cases. 

It  is  Indian  remains,"  Sen.  Daniel  Inouye,  D-Hawaii,  said  during  a 
1990  debate.  "The  message  that  this  sends  to  the  rest  of  the  world  is 
that  Indians  are  culturally  and  physically  different  from  and 
inferior  to  non-Indians." 

So  lawmakers  ordered  agencies  and  museums  to  give  tribes  an 
opportunity  to  claim  the  remains  whose  identity  could  be  traced. 

Sometimes,  though,  that's  easier  said  than  done.  Ten  years  after  the 
legislation  passed,  the  federal  government  has  yet  to  adopt  all  the 
necessary  regulations. 

"The  tribes  are  impatient,"  Interior  Department  spokeswoman  Stephanie 
Hanna  said.  "They  don't  think  the  process  has  been  moving  fast 
enough . " 

But  in  other  cases,  it's  the  government  agencies  that  are  waiting  for 
tribal  decisions.  The  California  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation, 
for  instance,  has  completed  its  inventory  of  American  Indian  remains 
but  has  not  heard  from  all  the  tribes  that  could  make  a legitimate 
claim. 

"Not  that  many  tribes  have  asked  to  go  through  that  process,  for 
whatever  reason,"  says  Paulette  Hennum,  who  coordinates  the 
repatriation  efforts  for  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department. 

In  the  highest-profile  case,  the  federal  government  is  under  court 
order  to  finish  by  next  month  its  studies  of  the  9,000-year-old 
Kennewick  Man  remains. 

But  scientists,  including  some  at  the  University  of  California  at 
Davis,  have  struggled  to  get  a definitive  DNA  analysis.  Five  Pacific 
Northwest  tribes  have  laid  claim  to  the  remains,  discovered  four 
years  ago  in  the  Columbia  River  shallows. 


Two  weeks  ago,  the  federal  Bureau  of  Land  Management  tentatively 
ruled  that  the  remains  of  the  so-called  Spirit  Cave  Man  can  stay  on 
display  at  the  Nevada  State  Museum  because  four  years  of  study 
couldn't  prove  an  affiliation  with  the  Fallon  Paiute-Shoshone  Tribe 
that  wanted  to  claim  them. 

"This  determination  is  disappointing  to  the  tribes/'  says  Bob  Abbey, 

Nevada  state  director  for  the  BLM. 

In  California,  tribes  have  had  better  luck.  Late  last  year,  for 
instance,  the  skeletal  remains  of  more  than  100  American  Indians  were 
transferred  from  California  State  University,  Fresno,  to  the  Santa 
Rosa  Rancheria. 

In  a private  ceremony,  those  remains  were  reburied  in  Lemoore. 

Fresno  State  anthropologists  likewise  have  repatriated  American 
Indian  remains  to  the  Mi-Wuk  Indians  of  Tuolumne  County  as  well  as 
other  tribes  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  foothills. 

The  Fresno  State  collection  that  once  numbered  several  hundred  has 
been  entirely  dispersed. 

Scientists  sometimes  rue  their  lost  ability  to  examine  the  human 
remains . 

But  professor  Roger  Leleunesse,  chairman  of  Fresno  State's 
anthropology  department,  also  says  that  the  university's  collection 
had  come  from  such  an  unregulated  mix  of  highway  construction  sites, 
home  builders,  the  military  and  more  that  the  tribal  gain  was  greater 
than  the  scientific  loss. 

Says  Leleunesse:  "By  and  large,  the  scientific  value  of  the  remains 
in  our  collection  was  diminished  by  the  serendipitous  way  in  which  it 
was  collected." 

Copyright  c.2000.  The  Fresno  Bee 

"RE : Flohokam  Site  Halts  Development  Work"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Sep  2000  00:56:46  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona. EDU> 
Subj : Hohokam  site  halts  development  work:  Oro  Valley  requires 
archaeological  study  for  Rancho  Vistoso  (Fwd) 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http : //www. a z star net . com/public/dnews/000830honeybee. html 

Wednesday,  30  August  2000 
Hohokam  site  halts  development  work 

Oro  Valley  requires  archaeological  study  for  Rancho  Vistoso 
By  Tony  Davis 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

An  Oro  Valley  official  said  the  town  yesterday  ordered  a developer  to 
halt  work  at  one  of  the  last  intact  Hohokam  Indian  village  sites  in  the 
Tucson  area. 

Town  officials  told  developers  of  the  7,000-home  Rancho  Vistoso  project 
that  before  continuing  work,  they  must  prepare  a plan  to  ease  the  effects 
of  their  project  on  the  750-year-old  Honey  Bee  Village  site,  said  Brent 
Sinclair,  the  town's  community  development  director. 

The  75-acre  site  is  one  of  about  eight  large  Hohokam  sites  in  the  Tucson 
area,  Tucson  archaeologists  Henry  Wallace  and  Paul  Fish  said.  At  one  time, 
about  18  such  sites  existed  in  the  area.  The  rest  have  been  destroyed 
through  development,  they  said. 

The  Hohokam,  who  farmed  lowlands  along  Southern  Arizona's  streams,  first 
occupied  the  Oro  Valley  site  around  A.D.  600  and  abandoned  it  around  the 
late  1100s,  Wallace  said. 

A committee  working  on  Pima  County's  Sonoran  Desert  Conservation  Plan 
ranked  this  among  the  top  five  or  six  prehistoric  archaeological  sites  in 
the  county,  said  Fish,  the  Arizona  State  Museum's  curator  of  archaeology. 

Prehistoric  sites  typically  date  to  the  time  before  the  arrival  of 
Europeans  on  the  North  American  continent. 

Oro  Valley's  zoning  code  requires  a developer  to  file  what's  called  a 
mitigation  plan  before  excavating  and  developing  significant 
archaeological  sites,  Sinclair  said. 


"We  became  aware  of  this  project  in  the  past  week  and  checked  it  out, 
and  we're  of  the  opinion  that  they  are  actually  now  excavating,"  Sinclair 
said . 

Dick  Maes,  Vistoso  Partners'  general  manager,  did  not  return  several 
calls  from  the  Star  yesterday. 

Another  Oro  Valley  official.  Councilman  Fran  LaSala,  said  yesterday  he 
had  been  told  by  Town  Manager  Chuck  Sweet  that  Vistoso  Partners  was  simply 
doing  routine  exploration,  not  a formal  excavation,  as  part  of  a study  to 
determine  its  preservation  plans. 

The  company  has  dug  a 30-foot-long  trench  to  help  learn  more  about  the 
site,  LaSala  said. 

Once  the  exploration  is  done,  the  developer  submits  a formal 
archaeological  plan  and  seeks  grading  permits,  he  said. 

"They  are  nowhere  close  to  filing  a formal  development  plan,"  LaSala 
said.  "They  don't  know  what  they'll  do  on  the  site.  Because  these  things 
take  so  long,  they  are  starting  very  early  to  do  their  studies." 

Sinclair,  the  community  development  director,  said  he  didn't  know  if  the 
company  had  caused  any  damage  to  the  site. 

"You  can  do  investigative  work  on  the  site  as  long  as  you  don't  harm  the 
site  or  dig  it  up,"  Sinclair  said. 

About  12  acres  form  the  site's  core,  according  to  Wallace,  who  did  an 
archaeological  survey  of  the  site  for  Vistoso's  developer  in  the  mid-1980s. 

It  contains  cremated  human  bone  remains  and  thousands  of  artifacts, 
Wallace  said.  It  also  contains  a ball  court  - a large,  earthen-banked , 
oval  enclosure  used  for  ball  games  and  as  a social  gathering  place. 

Testing  in  that  area  in  1988  concluded  that  300  prehistoric  pit  houses 
were  believed  to  be  in  the  core,  in  addition  to  a possible  central  plaza, 
large  trash  mounds  and  a stone-walled  compound  enclosure,  Wallace  said. 

In  the  mid-1990s,  the  town  commissioned  a Honey  Bee  Canyon  management 
plan  that  called  for  preservation  of  this  site.  By  allowing  development  of 
the  site,  the  plan  said,  Oro  Valley  "would  lose  a very  important  part  of 
its  historical  landscape." 

The  preservation  plan  was  never  done  because  typically,  companies  don't 
prepare  archaeological  plans  until  they're  close  to  developing  in  an 
archaeological-site  area,  said  Don  Chatfield,  Oro  Valley's  former 
community  development  director. 

"It  sounds  like  the  town  did  the  right  thing  in  shutting  it  down  until 
there  were  some  mitigation  plans,"  said  Chatfield,  who  left  the  town  in 
1999  and  is  now  executive  director  of  Primavera  Builders,  a Tucson 
nonprofit  firm  that  works  on  low-income  housing  projects. 

The  site  is  particularly  good  for  preservation  because  it  lies  near 
Honey  Bee  Wash  and  Rancho  Vistoso  Boulevard,  allowing  the  town  to  include 
it  in  trail  systems,  the  plan  said. 

It  would  be  reasonable  to  excavate  the  site's  outer  area  and  preserve 
the  12-acre  core,  the  report  said. 

Although  excavation  could  provide  a lot  of  information  about  the  site, 
Wallace  and  Fish  recommended  that  at  least  part  of  it  be  preserved. 

Gayle  Hartmann,  a Tucson  archaeologist  and  environmental  activist,  said 
she  was  happy  with  Oro  Valley's  action. 

"I'm  optimistic  we  can  solve  this.  The  planning  department  is  ready  to 
proceed  with  a good  plan,"  said  Hartmann,  a longtime  activist  with  the 
Tucson  group  Buffers. 

"Assuming  not  too  much  damage  has  been  done,  I assume  we  are  in  good 
shape.  I'm  only  sorry  we  had  to  get  to  this  point." 

Contact  Tony  Davis  at  434-4073  or  at  verdin@azstarnet.com. 
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Domtar  Logging  Old  Growth  in  Quebec's  La  Verendrye  Wildlife 
Reserve:  Algonquin  Communities  Threatened  with  Cultural  Genocide 


(please  post  widely- -sorry  for  cross  posting) 

Algonquin  community  members  from  Kokomville  and  Maiganajik  have 
blocked  a logging  road  to  stop  Domtar  from  clearcutting  La  Verendrye 
Wildlife  Reserve.  Domtar  was  the  winner  of  the  May  1999  Phoenix 
Environmental  Award  for  environmental  management.  The  award  was  given 
to  Domtar  by  Quebec  Environmental  Minister  Paul  Begin  and  Quebec  Deputy 
Minister  of  Industry  and  Commerce  Guy  Dulien. 

The  members  of  Kokomville,  a settlement  in  unceded  Algonquin  territory 
250  km  north  of  Ottawa,  depend  on  the  Gull  Lake  area  of  La  Verendrye 
Wildlife  Reserve  for  their  traditional  way  of  life.  These  families  and 
their  ancestors  have  lived  off  of  this  land  for  thousands  of  years. 

Domtar  plans  to  cut  100%  of  the  wildlife  reserve  throughout  the  next  25 
years,  including  large  secitons  of  old-growth  forest.  Two-thirds  of 
the  reserve  has  already  been  impacted  and  the  cutting  continues. 

According  to  the  Quebec  Minister  of  Natural  Resources,  a wildlife 
reserve  is  dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  wildlife,  but  not  their 
habitat.  No  environmental  impact  study  is  required  for  Domtar  to 
clearcut . 

If  their  traditional  homeland  is  destroyed,  the  Algonquin  communities 
will  no  longer  be  able  to  practice  their  traditional  culture  or  the 
pursuit  of  their  beliefs.  The  settlement  of  Kokomville  will  vanish  if 
clearcutting  continues. 

For  three  years,  Jacob  Wawatie  and  his  family,  members  of  Kokomville, 
have  tried  to  convince  the  Quebec  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  (MNR), 
Domtar  and  the  Barrier  Lake  Band  Council  to  stop  the  cutting.  During 
the  past  year,  Wawatie  has  actively  worked  with  the  MNR,  Domtar  and  the 
Band  Council  to  negotiate  an  environmental  impact  study  as  well  as  a 
study  of  alternative  logging  techniques.  The  MNR,  Domtar  and  the 
Band  Council  have  largely  ignored  his  efforts  and  the  logging  trucks 
continue  to  pour  out  of  the  forest. 

The  blockade  was  initiated  only  after  all  efforts  to  work  through  the 
legal  process  had  failed.  This  process  included  three  appeals  to  the 
MNR  public  process;  two  attempts  for  legal  injunctions;  two  efforts  at 
conciliation  in  the  forestry  process  and  the  rejected  attempt  to  file  a 
complaint  with  the  Surete'  de  Quebec. 

Kokomville  is  Algonquin  for  Grandmother  town.  The  settlement  was  named 
for  Lena  Jerome-Nottaway,  grand  matriarch  of  this  community  and 
recipient  of  the  Order  of  Canada  and  an  honorary  Doctorate  of  Law  and 
Culture  from  Carleton  University  in  Ottawa. 

Says  Wawatie, "It ' s [the  blockade]  to  validate  the  traditional  knowledge 
of  our  ancestors.  It's  for  the  belief  that  I'm  a part  of  nature.  Once 
it  is  gone,  I am  gone.  I still  want  to  teach  my  children  to  be 
connected  to  the  land  and  help  the  many  people  who  request  the 
traditional  knowledge  of  our  ancestors.  Of  Dontar  takes  away  the 
forest,  the  integral  part  of  our  traditional  life  will  be  gone.  That 
is  genocide. " 

To  help  with  the  blockade,  call  Jacob  Wawatie  at  (819)  449-9616. 

To  protest  the  inaction  of  the  Quebec  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources, 
call  them  at  (418)  627-8600.  Also  call  the  Quebec  Environmental 
Minister  at  (514)  873-2111 

To  express  your  outrage  directly  to  Domtar,  call  them  at  (418)  657-1577. 
or  go  to  their  comments  page  on  their  web  site  at 
http : //www. domtar . com/domtar/english/email . htm 
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Treaty  Eight  First  Nations  concerned  about  treaty  and  aboriginal  rights 
infringements 

Assembly  of  First  Nations  Chief  Matthew  Coon  Come  and  AFN  Regional 
Office's  Flerb  George  to  attend  community  and  address  issues  of  support  to 
local  First  Nations 
Chetwynd,  B.C.  (August  29,  2000) 

"First  Nations  in  the  Treaty  Eight  area  adversely  impacted  by  the  recent 
Pembina  Pipeline  failure  are  concerned  that  we  are  not  being  consulted  in 
a real  way  about  attempts  by  the  oil  industry  and  governments  to  re-open 
the  pipeline,"  says  Stewart  Cameron,  project  coordinator  for  the  Saulteau 
First  Nations  task  group.  "We  are  extremely  concerned  about  the  negative 
impacts  that  the  pipeline  failure  and  subsequent  oil  spill  has  had  on  our 
collective  rights  as  First  Nations  in  the  areas  of  aboriginal  and  treaty 
rights  and  could  very  well  lead  to  a shut  down  of  all  oil  and  gas 
activities  in  the  local  area  if  our  concerns  aren't  met." 

This  also  applies  to  any  planned  re-opening  of  the  Pembina  Pipeline 
without  addressing  our  concerns  in  a real  and  timely  fashion,  says 
Cameron . 

"We  are  also  concerned  about  the  one-sided  nature  of  discussions  that  we 
have  had  with  government  and  oil  industry  officials  about  our  concerns," 
says  Cameron.  The  local  First  Nations  are  hampered  by  a lack  of  adequate 
resources  for  on-going  monitoring  of  oil  and  gas  infrastructure  and 
working  with  them  to  prevent  other  negative  impacts  on  aboriginal  and 
treaty  rights. 

Ongoing  discussions  between  the  oil  and  gas  industry,  provincial 
governments  and  local  First  Nations  have  yielded  few  tangible  results  in 
these  areas  and  stand  in  the  way  of  real  progress  being  made  at  that 
table. 

"We  are  demanding  that  a long  term  government  or  industry  funded 
cumulative  impact  assessment  be  conducted  by  First  Nations  on  oil  and  gas 
activities  in  our  treaty  lands  so  we  can  accurately  assess  the  impacts  on 
our  treaty  and  aboriginal  rights,"  says  Chief  Robin  Paquette  of  Saulteau 
First  Nations.  "In  the  wake  of  this  environmental  disaster  we  are 
concerned  that  government  and  industry  strategy  has  been  to  downplay 
environmental  damage  and  focus  instead  on  the  containment  of  liability." 

"The  federal  and  provincial  government  have  a fiduciary  responsibility  and 
obligation  to  ensure  our  aboriginal  and  treaty  rights  are  taken  into  full 
account  when  dealing  with  projects  like  this",  says  Chief  Robin  Paquette. 

"The  Crown  has  a legal  responsiblity  to  consult  with  us  when  our  rights 
are  being  impacted  and  there  is  the  question  of  the  honour  of  the  Crown 
being  at  stake  as  well.  Aboriginal  and  treaty  rights  are  protected  under 
the  highest  law  of  the  land  under  the  Canadian  Constitution  and  must  be 
taken  into  account  above  anything  else." 

The  ability  of  Saulteau  First  Nation  members  and  other  Treaty  Eight  bands 
to  practice  their  aboriginal  rights  around  hunting  and  gathering, 
spiritual  practices  in  the  face  of  massive  environmental  damage  wreaked  on 
the  environment  by  this  latest  spill  is  a difficult  proposition  without 
recourse  to  assessing  the  cumulative  impact  assessment. 

This  lack  of  proper  tools  in  assessing  the  impacts  undermines  the 
consultation  process  that  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  have 
embarked  upon  in  the  wake  of  this  environmental  disaster.  It  throws 
serious  doubt  on  the  limited  utility  and  scope  of  monetary  compensation 


model  designed  to  deal  with  environmental  damage  in  relation  to  treaty  and 
aboriginal  rights  like  the  loss  of  fish  and  wildlife.  Without  any 
reference  to  treaty  and  aboriginal  rights  held  by  the  local  First  Nations 
any  compensation  offer  will  fall  far  short  of  real  needs  by  the 
communities  to  sustain  themselves  into  the  future.  This  shortcoming  tends 
to  disregard  important  tangible  and  intangible  values  associated  with 
treaty  and  aboriginal  rights  that  cannot  be  easily  reduced  to  a monetary 
value. 

The  effects  of  this  spill  went  well  beyond  the  immediate  riparian  habitat 
of  the  Pine  River  to  include  small  mammals,  birds  of  prey,  and  large 
mammals  such  as  elk.  First  Nations  eyewitnesses  report  they  saw  elk 
drinking  contaminated  water  in  the  first  few  days  after  the  oil  spill. 

This  is  in  stark  contrast  to  assurances  by  government  and  industry 
officials  that  large  mammals  would  have  avoided  the  Pine  River  due  to  the 
presence  of  dangerous  petroleum  products. 

The  Pembina  pipeline  break  is  indicative  of  the  environmental  damage 
Treaty  Eight  continues  to  bear  the  brunt  of  while  not  receiving  adequate 
resources  to  take  part  in  consultation  before  and  after  such  incidents. 

The  lack  of  an  adequate  compensation  model  to  deal  with  the  after  effects 
of  the  damaged  environment  is  also  detrimental  to  First  Nations  lifestyle 
and  an  abrogation  of  treaty  and  aboriginal  rights. 

Whereas  Treaty  Eight  was  founded  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  friendship,  and 
sharing,  the  only  sharing  that  local  First  Nations  communities  can  lay 
claim  to  is  the  legacy  of  a damaged  eco-system  that  negatively  impacts  on 
communities  still  reliant  on  the  hunting  and  gathering  lifestyle  that  was 
promised  under  the  treaty. 

The  continued  failure  to  negotiate  with  communities  like  the  Saulteau 
First  Nation  regarding  its  environmental  protocols  can  only  result  in 
increasing  frustration  culminating  in  the  shut  down  of  oil  and  gas 
activities  that  negatively  impact  on  First  Nations  and  non-natives  alike. 

Both  the  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  Matthew  Coon  Come 
and  AFN  Vice  Chief  Satsan  (Herb  George)  will  be  in  attendance  on  August  30 
at  the  Saulteau  Indian  Band  Offices.  Also  in  attendance  for  this 
important  meeting  will  be  the  chiefs  and  councils  of  all  Treaty  Eight 
First  Nations. 

For  more  information: 

Stewart  Cameron,  Project  Coordinator  for  Saulteau  First  Nations  Task  Force 
Group  - Unn  Du  Pay  Wak  (250)  788-3955 
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Blood  fight  splits  tribe 

' Disenrolled ' Paiutes  seek  to  regain  heritage  and  financial  security 
By  Greg  Tuttle 
LAS  VEGAS  SUN 
September  02,  2000 

As  a child,  Debra  Faria  didn't  know  she  was  poor.  The  wooden  shack 
without  plumbing  or  electricity  that  she  shared  with  her  elderly 
grandmother  and  four  brothers  was  no  different  than  the  wooden  hovels  her 
neighbors  called  home. 

There  was  meat  when  the  hunters  came  down  from  the  mountains.  And  pine 
nuts  in  the  fall. 

Sharing  was  a way  of  life  for  those  who  had  barely  enough  to  get  by 
themselves . 

For  the  Las  Vegas  Paiutes,  poverty  was  a heritage  born  of  a harsh  land. 

"In  those  days,  it  wasn't  a proud  thing  to  be  an  Indian,"  Faria  said.  "I 
was  never  ashamed  of  it,  but  it  was  how  people  perceived  us  that  made  us 
ashamed . " 

Faria's  fortunes  changed,  as  did  those  of  her  tribal  neighbors,  when  a 
tax-free  smoke  shop  was  erected  on  the  tiny  tribe's  10-acre  reservation 


near  downtown  Las  Vegas  in  1978.  The  shop  has  brought  millions  of  dollars 
to  the  once  destitute  people,  as  well  as  some  problems. 

Tribal  members  each  receive  about  $100,000  a year  in  disbursements  of 
the  profits  from  the  smoke  shop  and  other  enterprises.  In  1987  the  tribe 
opened  a vocational  school  to  teach  job-skills  to  Indian  students. 

A posh  resort  has  sprouted  on  the  tribe's  ancestral  land  north  of  Las 
Vegas.  The  3,800  acres  of  desert  land  was  deeded  to  the  tribe  by  the 
federal  government  in  the  1980s.  When  completed,  the  development  project 
calls  for  four  world-class  golf  courses  wrapped  around  a hotel,  casino  and 
upscale  shopping  center.  Plans  also  call  for  time-share  condos  aimed  at 
attracting  those  who  want  to  escape  the  glitter  of  the  Strip  and  the 
congestion  of  the  city. 

But  the  tribe's  financial  success  has  come  with  a price. 

In  Duly  of  last  year  the  seven-member  Las  Vegas  Paiute  Tribal  Council 
voted  to  remove  14  people  from  the  tribal  membership  rolls,  nearly  a 
quarter  of  the  tribe's  adult  population  of  54. 

Tribal  officials  told  Faria  and  the  others  that  records  of  their 
ancestry  could  not  be  found  or  were  insufficient  to  qualify  them  as  tribal 
members.  Those  who  have  been  disenrolled  claim  the  tribal  council  doctored 
documents  and  passed  new  enrollment  laws  just  before  taking  the  action. 

The  council's  action  has  caused  a rift  among  tribal  members  as  the  group 
known  as  the  "disenrolled"  fights  for  reinstatement.  The  group  has  formed 
an  ad  hoc  committee  and  hired  an  attorney  to  battle  the  action  it  says  has 
robbed  members  of  their  heritage  and  financial  security. 

Protests  in  front  of  federal  buildings  in  Las  Vegas  are  being  planned, 
and  several  lawsuits  have  been  filed  in  tribal  court  alleging  misconduct 
by  tribal  officials. 

The  case  could  also  become  a landmark  in  the  evolving  arena  of  American 
Indian  law  as  tribes  across  the  country  gain  more  wealth  and  political 
influence,  due  largely  to  the  success  of  Indian  gaming. 

For  Faria,  the  issue  is  more  personal  and  strikes  to  the  core  of  her 
identity. 

"I  am  willing  to  fight  for  my  heritage  for  the  rest  of  my  life  if  I have 
to,"  said  Faria,  who  along  with  her  four  brothers  were  among  those  kicked 
out  of  the  tribe  last  year.  "I  don't  know  if  they  realize,  or  maybe  they 
do,  the  severity  of  what  they've  done." 

"I've  lost  my  home  and  I've  lost  my  truck,"  said  Sheila  Shearer,  also 
among  the  14  disenrolled  Paiutes.  "The  whole  thing  is  over  money,  greed 
and  hate." 

Another  of  the  disenrolled,  Tilford  Landis  Dr.,  said  he  is  most  angry 
that  his  two  young  children  will  not  reap  the  financial  benefits  and 
cultural  connection  of  being  members  of  the  tribe. 

"It  was  a shock,"  Landis  said  of  learning  he  had  been  kicked  out  of  the 
tribe.  "It  hurt  in  the  heart.  Nobody  has  the  right  to  tamper  with  my 
family's  heritage." 

Tribal  council  officials  declined  an  interview  request  from  the  Sun.  But 
the  tribe's  attorney,  David  Colvin,  issued  a written  statement  on  behalf 
of  the  council. 

"All  actions  taken  by  the  Tribal  Council  relative  to  disenrollments  were 
in  accordance  with  the  Tribal  Constitution  and  the  Tribe's  Law  and  Order 
Code.  In  each  instance,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  assisted  in  the 
process.  Further  discussion  of  the  matter  would  not  be  in  the  best 
interest  of  any  of  the  parties  involved.  Accordingly,  the  Tribe  will  make 
no  further  comment  at  this  time." 

At  issue  is  the  requirement  that  tribal  members  have  at  least  one 
quarter  blood  heritage  traceable  to  the  original  Las  Vegas  Paiute  members. 
The  tribe  was  established  in  1940  based  on  that  year's  census,  which 
identified  about  15  people  as  Las  Vegas  Paiutes. 

Faria  said  her  grandfather,  Manuel  Lopez,  is  listed  on  that  census. 
Tribal  officials,  however,  told  her  they  cannot  confirm  he  was  a Paiute 
and  therefore  his  grandchildren  do  not  qualify  for  enrollment. 

Faria  stiffens  at  the  suggestion  she  is  not  a Paiute.  Many  of  her  family 
members  are  buried  in  the  tribal  cemetery,  she  said,  and  one  of  her 
brothers  served  as  the  tribal  council  chairman  in  the  1980s. 


Shearer  also  has  relatives  buried  in  the  tribal  cemetery  and  her  mother 
has  served  on  the  tribal  council. 

Tribal  officials,  however,  said  her  grandmother,  Duanita  Weed  Wilson  Lee, 
was  not  a member  of  a federally  recognized  tribe  and  therefore  could  not 
meet  new  standards  necessary  for  enrollment  as  a Las  Vegas  Paiute.  Those 
new  enrollment  standards  were  passed  by  the  tribal  council  last  year  just 
prior  to  the  disenrollments . 

"Our  family  has  resided  in  the  Las  Vegas  Valley  since  1828,"  Shearer 
said.  Shearer's  aunt,  Marie  Wilson,  also  bristles  at  the  claim  that  her 
family  doesn't  belong  to  the  Paiute  tribe.  Wilson's  two  sons  were  among 
those  disenrolled  because  they  lost  the  necessary  one-quarter  blood 
quantum  when  their  grandmother  was  removed  from  the  membership  roll. 

"We're  part  of  the  history  of  this  Las  Vegas  Valley,"  she  said.  "My 
grandfather  fed  cattle  to  the  (Hoover)  Dam"  construction  workers. 

Las  Vegas  attorney  Mike  Stuhff,  who  was  hired  by  some  of  the  disenrolled 
members,  said  he  believes  the  issue  boils  down  to  an  attempt  by  the  tribal 
leadership  to  consolidate  their  power  and  reduce  the  number  of  tribal 
members  who  are  eligible  to  share  in  the  tribe's  wealth. 

"What  they  are  doing  is  establishing  a dynasty  where  they're  going  to 
pass  it  on  among  themselves,"  he  said. 

Regardless,  the  disenrollments  have  opened  old  wounds  from  decades-long 
family  feuds  and  sparked  an  FBI  investigation  into  a number  of  anonymous 
letters  critical  of  the  tribal  council.  One  of  the  letters  threatened  the 
life  of  the  tribal  police  chief. 

"It's  scary.  Someone's  going  to  get  hurt,"  said  Gloria  Shearer,  Sheila 
Shearer's  mother.  She  said  some  tribal  members  believe  the  threatening 
letter  was  actually  written  by  a tribal  official  as  a ruse  to  silence  the 
anonymous  letter  campaign  against  the  council. 

Meanwhile,  the  tribal  council  has  consolidated  its  political  base  and 
pushed  forward  with  development  of  the  second  phase  of  the  Las  Vegas 
Paiute  Resort,  a $170  million  project  that  includes  construction  of  the 
hotel-casino . 

An  election  held  in  Duly  --  seen  by  many  tribal  members  as  a referendum 
on  the  leaders  responsible  for  the  disenrollments  --  sent  a majority  of 
the  tribal  council  members  back  into  office,  including  Chairman  Curtis 
Anderson.  Tonia  Carter-Means,  the  tribal  police  chief,  also  retained  her 
seat  on  the  tribal  council. 

Stuhff  said  the  situation  is  more  than  a political  fight  for  control  of 
the  tribe  and  highlights  a void  in  the  law  when  tribal  sovereignty  clashes 
with  the  civil  rights  guaranteed  to  all  American  citizens,  including 
American  Indians. 

The  Paiutes  who  have  been  disenrolled  must  seek  relief  through  tribal 
court,  Stuhff  said,  because  federal  courts  have  no  jurisdiction  in  cases 
involving  Indian  civil  rights  claims  against  their  tribal  government. 

While  recognized  as  legitimate,  tribal  courts  can  be  more  susceptible  to 
political  influences,  and  there  is  no  avenue  for  an  appeal,  he  said. 

Stuhff  said  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act,  passed  by  Congress  in  1968,  was 
intended  to  provide  American  Indians  the  same  constitutional  rights  as  all 
American  citizens.  Many  tribes,  including  the  Las  Vegas  Paiutes,  adopted 
the  act  when  organizing  tribal  governments. 

The  disenrollments  and  other  actions  recently  taken  by  Paiute  tribal 
officials  indicate  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  "is  not  working  and  people 
are  being  grievously  abused,"  Stuhff  said.  He  hopes  the  Paiute  case  and 
similar  cases  around  the  country  get  the  attention  of  Congress  and  result 
in  new  laws  governing  civil  rights  claims  by  Native  Americans. 

Stuhff  points  to  two  specific  incidents  to  make  his  point:  a search 
conducted  by  Paiute  tribal  police  at  the  home  of  a tribal  member  and  the 
seizure  of  a home  on  reservation  land  owned  by  one  of  the  disenrolled 
tribal  members. 

The  search  occurred  earlier  this  year  when  tribal  officers  went  to  the 
home  of  Benjamin  and  Kara  Segmiller  on  the  tribe's  reservation  land 
located  about  20  miles  north  of  Las  Vegas  off  U.S.  95.  Armed  with  a search 
warrant  issued  by  a tribal  judge,  the  officers  confiscated  computer 
equipment  looking  for  evidence  of  anonymous  letters  critical  of  the  tribal 
council . 


To  date,  no  one  has  been  charged  but  tribal  officials  have  yet  to  return 
the  Segmillers'  property,  Stuhff  said. 

The  other  incident  occurred  last  year  when  Sheila  Shearer  was  ordered  to 
vacate  her  home  within  weeks  after  she  was  disenrolled.  She  said  she  has 
not  been  compensated  for  the  $40,000  in  equity  she  had  in  the  home. 

Both  cases  appear  to  violate  constitutional  rights  against  unlawful 
search  and  seizure  and  the  guarantee  of  due  process,  Stuhff  said. 

"I  think  it's  going  to  be  a big  surprise  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
(Indian)  people  can't  go  to  federal  court  when  they  have  a problem  with 
their  government,"  Stuhff  said. 
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O'odham,  Yaqui  tribes  report  high  jobless  rate 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Unemployment  rates  on  both  the  Pascua  Yaqui  and  Tohono  O'odham  Indian 
reservations  near  Tucson  top  the  rates  for  the  state  and  metropolitan 
Tucson,  according  to  the  Arizona  Department  of  Economic  Security. 

The  Pascua  Yaqui  rate  is  14.4  percent  and  the  Tohono  O'odham  is  23.3 
percent,  compared  with  4.3  percent  for  Arizona  and  2.9  percent  for  Tucson. 

The  state's  rate  includes  only  people  who  are  looking  for  work  and  who 
did  not  have  a job  during  the  survey  week.  The  tribes  use  a different 
method,  and  in  1997  - the  last  year  numbers  were  available  - the  Tohono 
O'odham  Nation  reported  a 67  percent  rate  and  the  Pascua  Yaquis,  42 
percent . 

"It's  going  to  take  a long  time  for  us  to  get  out  of  poverty.  It  will 
take  a lot  of  money.  We  are  starting  from  so  far  behind,''  Tohono  O'odham 
Chairman  Edward  D.  Manuel  said. 

The  tribe  still  has  members  living  without  plumbing  or  electricity. 

Manuel  said  he  believes  unemployment  has  declined  significantly  since 
1997  on  the  2.8  million-acre  reservation,  where  about  15,000  people  live. 

But  he  could  cite  no  exact  figures. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  tribe,  which  operates  Desert  Diamond 
Casino,  has  opened  a second  casino,  started  construction  of  a third  and 
has  begun  work  on  a nursing  home. 

"The  casinos  have  helped  us  invest  in  our  human  resources, ' ' Manuel  said, 
noting  that  this  year,  76  tribal  members  will  graduate  with  some  form  of 
post-secondary  education  degree,  ranging  from  community  college 
certificates  to  doctorates. 

In  1996,  he  said,  that  number  was  15. 

The  Pascua  Yaqui  Tribe  of  Arizona  operates  Casino  of  the  Sun,  which 
takes  in  an  estimated  $40  million  annually. 

The  13,000  member  tribe  suffered  a setback  shortly  after  opening  the 
casino  when  at  least  two  employees  - both  non-Yaquis  who  have  since  been 
convicted  in  federal  court  - skimmed  money  from  tribal  coffers  through  a 
money  laundering  scheme. 

The  tribe,  which  has  a reservation  about  15  miles  southwest  of  downtown 
Tucson,  lost  an  estimated  $1.8  million  - nearly  one-fifth  its  annual 
budget . 
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Oklahoma  Tribes  Wary  of  English-Only:  American  Indians  say  initiative  is 


discriminatory,  could  disrupt  tourist  economy 
c.  KNIGHT  RIDDER  NEWS 
August  19,  2000 

TULSA,  Okla.  --  Tribal  leaders  are  opposing  an  "English-only"  initiative 
slated  for  the  ballot  in  the  next  state  election.  The  proposal  would  make 
English  the  only  language  recognized  in  the  state.  Opponents  see  it  as 
far-reaching  discrimination  aimed  at  minorities. 

Petitioners  gathered  enough  signatures  to  place  the  proposal  on  the 
ballot  and  the  Oklahoma  Supreme  Court  is  reviewing  it.  Minority  leaders  in 
the  state  plan  to  challenge  the  petition's  legality. 

Tribal  leaders  from  the  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  Seminole  and 
Muscogee  (Creek)  nations  support  a resolution  opposing  the  ballot 
initiative.  They  say  it  is  not  only  discriminatory,  but  would  have  a 
strong,  negative  impact  on  Oklahoma's  economy.  The  state  spends  $2.5 
million  on  tourism  with  tourism  offices  in  Japan,  Brazil  and  Germany  and 
it  markets  tourism  in  Switzerland  and  Austria.  Tribal  leaders  are 
questioning  whether  the  English-only  law  means  closing  down  those  offices, 
since  they  aren't  using  only  English. 

Cherokee  Nation's  deputy  chief.  Hasting  Shade,  said,  "English  is  not  in 
any  danger  of  becoming  extinct.  And,  if  this  ballot  initiative  were  just  a 
vote  of  confidence  for  the  English  language,  I wouldn't  be  speaking 
against  it.  Instead,  the  hidden  intent  of  this  law  is  to  make  it  harder 
for  people  of  whom  English  is  not  their  primary  language  to  remain  a part 
of  Oklahoma's  society. 

"English  is  my  second  language,  it  shouldn't  have  to  be  my  only  one," 

Shade  said. 

GOP  Gov.  Frank  Keating,  in  a speech  to  the  American  Indian  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  Tulsa,  called  the  proposed  law,  "narrow-minded,  mean-spirited, 
petulant  and  not  good  for  our  state." 

He  went  on  to  say,  "We  have  the  most  Native  Americans  of  any  state  in 
the  union,  and  we  are  proud  of  that.  We  are  finally  bringing  the  African- 
Americans  into  the  mainstream,  and  the  Hispanics  are  a growing  community 
and  far  more  important  to  our  economy  than  they  were  even  10  years  ago. 

Why  stiff  any  of  these  people  and  say  they  are  not  fully  part  of  our 
society?  What  makes  us  a prosperous  society  is  when  we  embrace  everyone." 

Principal  Cherokee  Chief  Chad  Smith  said,  "I  don't  know  what  we'd  do 
with  the  name  of  the  state.  Oklahoma  is  a Choctaw  word.  I'll  guess  if  this 
passes  we'll  just  have  to  come  up  with  something  else  to  use." 
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Saturday,  5 August  2000 
Bilingual  measure  certified  for  vote 
By  Arthur  H.  Rotstein 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

Arizona  voters  will  decide  this  fall  whether  to  dismantle  the  state's 
bilingual  education  program  and  require  all  public  school  instruction  to 
be  in  English. 

The  ballot  measure  - officially  certified  yesterday  as  Proposition  203  - 
was  modeled  after  California's  pioneering  1998  initiative.  It  would  place 
students  not  fluent  in  English  in  an  intensive  one-year  immersion  program. 

"We're  going  to  give  a future  to  Hispanic  children  if  voters  vote  for 
it,"  said  Maria  Mendoza,  co-chairwoman  of  English  for  the  Children-Arizona, 
which  spearheaded  the  petition  drive.  "It's  going  to  be  a different  future. 
They're  going  to  finally  learn  to  speak  English,  read  English  and  write 
English . " 

An  opponent  of  the  effort,  lawyer  and  civil  rights  activist  Isabel 
Garcia,  said  the  initiative  "would  be  a travesty  for  all  people  of  this 
state. " 


"I  think  people  are  misinformed  and  misguided  by  the  proposition/'  she 
said . 

A 1998  poll  of  720  Arizona  residents  by  Phoenix-based  Behavior  Research 
Center  for  Mendoza's  group  found  70  percent  support  for  a ballot  measure 
like  Proposition  203.  Another  22  percent  were  opposed.  The  poll  did  not 
indicate  whether  respondents  were  Hispanic. 

California's  Proposition  227  passed  with  61  percent  of  the  vote.  But 
interpretation  of  the  law  varied,  with  some  California  school  districts 
going  all-English  while  others  kept  as  much  as  40  percent  of  the  day  in 
Spanish.  Thousands  of  parents  exercised  an  option  letting  them  request 
reinstatement  of  bilingual  education.  Many  schools  did  drop  or  revise 
bilingual  programs,  however. 

Exit  polls  from  the  1998  California  vote  showed  Hispanics,  who 
represented  12  percent  of  the  voter  turnout,  opposed  it  by  nearly  2-1. 

In  Arizona,  the  latest  Department  of  Education  figures  showed  813,000 
students  in  public  schools  in  1998-99,  including  132,000  in  some  sort  of 
English-  acquisition  program.  The  department's  survey  also  found  that 
200,000  spoke  a language  other  than  English  at  home  - 162,000  of  them 
Spanish . 

Ron  Unz,  who  led  his  state's  effort  and  put  up  about  $100,000  for 
Arizona's  signature-gathering  effort,  said  bilingual  education  was 
established  by  people  with  the  best  possible  motives,  but  has  failed. 
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Native  language  fluency  aids  academic  success 

By  Brian  Stockes 
Indian  Country  Today 
September  2,  2000 

WASHINGTON  - Fluency  in  American  Indian  or  indigenous 
languages  may  improve  the  general  academic  success  of  Indian 
youth,  witnesses  told  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

However,  they  said,  such  fluency  is  in  decline. 

"Over  half  of  our  languages  are  still  with  us  after  all  these 
years  of  adversity,"  said  Michael  Krauss,  director  of  the 
Alaska  Native  Language  Center.  "But  unless  there  is  radical 
change  and  success  at  the  reversal  of  language  shift,  the 
next  60  years  will  see  the  extinction  of  155  languages,  with 
but  20  of  the  175  remaining." 

Many  within  Indian  education  and  the  federal  government  have 
said  they  believe  this  decline  is  tied  not  only  to  current 
problems  facing  Indian  students,  but  to  their  future  success. 

Overall,  Native  American  students  lag  significantly  behind 
their  peers  in  educational  performance.  They  rank  lowest  in 
many  important  categories,  such  as  reading  and  dropout  rates. 

The  Department  of  Education  reports  that  48  percent  of 
American  Indian  fourth-graders  scored  "at  or  above  the  basic 
level"  on  a 1994  national  reading  assessment  test,  compared 
with  60  percent  of  all  fourth-graders  nationwide.  In  1997, 
the  annual  dropout  rate  for  American  Indian  teenagers  was  5.9 
percent,  nearly  twice  the  national  average. 

"There  is  strong  cross-cultural  evidence  supporting  the 
effectiveness  of  second-language  immersion  schooling,"  said 
Dr.  Teresa  McCarthy  of  the  University  of  Arizona's  American 
Indian  Language  Development  Institute. 

"Indigenous  students  are  heavily  overrepresented  in 
special-education  programs,  and  experience  the  highest  school 
failure  and  dropout  rates  in  the  nation.  Thus,  despite  the 


transition  to  English,  Indigenous  students  are  not,  on  the 
whole,  doing  better  in  school.  This  situation  has  motivated 
creative  new  approaches  to  indigenous  education,  which 
emphasizes  immersion  in  Native  American  language." 

Throughout  the  early  part  of  the  20th  century,  the  federal 
government  promoted  a policy  aimed  at  wiping  out  Native 
American  languages  and  its  use  by  Indian  youth.  It  was  common 
for  Indian  children  to  be  sent  to  boarding  schools  and 
punished  for  speaking  their  language.  After  years  of  ignoring 
the  problem,  the  U.S.  government  finally  began  to  address 
language  loss  through  new  federal  policies  at  the  close  of 
the  century. 

In  1990,  the  Native  American  Languages  Act  was  passed 
declaring  it  "the  official  policy  of  the  United  States 
government  to  preserve,  protect,  and  promote  the  rights  and 
freedom  of  Native  Americans  to  use,  practice,  and  develop 
Native  languages." 

The  Senate  is  considering  legislation  that  would  amend  the 
law  by  establishing  Native  American  language  "survival 
schools"  and  "language  nests."  These  schools  would  provide 
complete  education  using  both  Native  American  and  English 
languages.  The  bill  would  support  programs  for  children  ages 
6 and  younger.  It  would  further  provide  authority  for 
curriculum,  teacher,  staff  and  community  resource 
development,  rental,  lease,  purchase,  construction, 
maintenance  or  repair  of  educational  facilities  and 
establishment  of  two  Native  American  Language  School  support 
centers.  They  would  be  at  the  Native  Language  College  in  the 
University  of  Hawaii  at  Hilo  and  the  Alaska  Native  Language 
Center  of  the  University  of  Alaska. 

In  Hawaii,  the  opportunity  for  an  education  in  and  through 
Hawaiian  extends  from  preschool  to  graduate  school.  Recent 
reports  indicate  approximately  1,800  children  have  learned  to 
speak  Hawaiian  through  immersion  schooling.  In  another 
long-range  study  of  Hawaiian  immersion,  student  achievement 
equaled  or  surpassed  that  of  Native  Hawaiian  children 
enrolled  in  English-only  school. 

"The  University  of  Hawaii  at  Hilo  began  teaching  Hawaiian  in 
the  1970s  and  in  1982  developed  a (bachelor  of  arts)  program 
in  the  language,"  said  Dr.  Kalena  Silva,  director  of  the 
Ke'elik'lani  College  of  Hawaiian  Language.  "At  around  the 
same  time,  a group  of  Hawaiian  language  teachers  and  speakers 
formed  the  'Aha  P'nana  Leo  organization  to  re-establish 
Hawaiian  as  a language  of  the  family  and  of  schools.  There 
are  now  2,000  children  enrolled  in  such  schools  in  Hawaii. 

Another  well-documented  program  in  language  immersion  is  at 
Fort  Defiance.  When  it  began  in  1987,  fewer  than  a tenth  of 
the  5-year-olds  at  the  school  were  considered  reasonable 
Navajo  speakers.  Fort  Defiance  established  a voluntary  Navajo 
immersion  program  that  included  initial  literacy  in  Navajo, 
then  English  and  math  in  both  languages.  The  program  also  set 
a heavy  emphasis  on  language  and  critical  thinking. 

By  the  fourth  grade,  Navajo  immersion  students  were 
performing  as  well  on  tests  of  English  as  Navajo  students  in 
non-immersion  classes.  Immersion  students  did  better  on 
assessments  of  English  writing,  and  were  substantially  ahead 
on  standardized  tests  on  English  writing,  and  were  well  ahead 
on  standardized  tests  of  mathematics.  Tested  on  Navajo 
language  measures,  they  outperformed  Navajo  peers  in 
non-immersion  classes. 

Immersion  programs  have  also  been  documented  for  the  Mohawk, 
Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw,  Northern  Arapaho,  Blackfeet, 
Cochiti  Pueblo,  Yup'ik  and  some  California  tribes. 

Most  language  experts  believe  immersion  programs  could  not 
only  reverse  the  poor  academic  rating  of  Indigenous  students. 


but  also  turn  the  tide  on  the  extinction  of  Native  languages. 

The  Senate  is  expected  to  consider  the  new  bill  before  the 
end  of  the  session. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Tell  the  University  of  Illinois  How  You  Feel"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Aug  2000  12:14:00  -0500 
From:  Stephen  Kaufman  <stephenk@uiuc . edu> 

Subj  : opposed ! ! ! 

Gary  Night  Owl, 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  send  a message  to  your  readers. 
Friends, 

We  are  trying  to  end  the  use  of  Native  Americans  as  sports  mascots 
at  the  University  of  Illinois  and  elsewhere.  I know  that  I don't  have 
to  explain  to  you  all  the  reasons  for  working  to  put  an  end  to  this 
form  of  racial  stereotyping  and  discrimination.  Hundreds  of 
organizations  and  thousands  of  individuals  have  made  themselves 
known.  I ask  that  you  join  with  us  and  write  the  following  people, 
letting  them  know  your  position  on  this  issue  and  why  it  is  important 
to  end  this  inappropriate  continuation  of  wild  west  shows. 

They  pretend  that  they  are  honoring  you.  Tell  them  the  real  truth. 

Thank  you. 

Stephen  Kaufman 
Department  of  Cell  Biology 
University  of  Illinois 
B107  CLSL 
Urbana,  IL  61801 
e-mail:  stephenk@uiuc.edu 

Letters  should  be  sent  to  the  following.  I would  appreciate 
receiving  a copy  as  well. 

William  Engelbrecht 

Chairman,  University  of  Illinois  Board  of  Trustees 
R.  R.  1,  Box  22 
Henry,  IL  61537 
e-mail:  engelw@aol.com 

Louis  B.  Garippo 

Cahill,  Christian  & Kunkle,  Ltd. 

224  South  Michigan  Avenue 
Suite  1300 

Chicago,  IL  60604-2507 
e-mail:  garippo@cck.com 

Chancellor  Michael  Aiken 
University  of  Illinois 
Swanlund  Administration  Building 
601  East  3ohn  Street 
Urbana,  IL  61801 
e-mail:  aiken@uiuc.edu 

President  lames  Stukel 

University  of  Illinois 

364  Henry  Administration  Building 

Urbana,  IL  61801 

e-mail:  mjstukel@uillinois.edu 

"RE;  Translators  Interpret  1860s  Indian  Letters"  


Date:  Mon,  14  Aug  2000  09:42:37  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj(3okstate.edu> 

Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  08-01-2000 
Forwarded  by  Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Translators  interpret  1860s  Indian  letters 
By  Gloria  Bauske 
c.  Argus  Leader 
7/31/00 

FLANDREAU- -More  than  200  letters  written  from  1863  to  1866  by  Dakota 
Indian  prisoners  jailed  following  an  uprising  in  Minnesota  are  being 
translated  by  two  tribal  members  in  Flandreau. 

The  large  project  remains  a work  in  progress,  but  the  exhibit  of  the 
finished  work  has  illicited  strong  feelings. 

"When  you  walk  into  the  building  where  they  are  displayed,  a sense  of 
emotion  hangs  in  the  air,"  said  Roberta  Williamson,  an  American  Indian 
woman  who  heads  the  Moody  County  Museum. 

Students  from  Minneapolis  area  churches  recently  came  toured  the  exhibit 
and  were  moved  by  what  they  read. 

"In  all  the  movies  they  have  them  as  bad  people,  but  they  are  really 
good  and  they  believe  in  God,"  Annaliese  Pepin  said. 

"It  makes  me  really  sick  and  ashamed  of  what  we  did,"  said  another 
visitor,  Luke  Hoffman. 

The  effort  has  been  noticed  outside  of  Flandreau. 

The  translators  have  been  contacted  by  the  Historical  Society  of 
Minnesota  and  Afton  Press  to  publish  the  translations  in  a book. 

The  translators  say  they  aren't  ready  for  that  yet. 

"We  try  to  translate  them  as  accurately  as  possible,  but  it  is  hard 
because  it  is  like  reading  backwards,"  said  Bill  Bean,  one  of  the 
translators . 

"We  try  to  interpret  them  the  way  we  feel  they  were  meant  by  the  one  who 
wrote  them,  but  I don't  think  there  is  any  way  we  can  ever  be  100  percent 
accurate. " 

The  letters  that  Bean  and  translator  Mona  Miyasato  read  hold  messages  as 
simple  as  requests  for  more  books  on  religion  to  those  expressing  grief, 
sorrow  and  helplessness. 

"Mona  and  Bill  have  done  a wonderful  job  of  putting  pictures  together 
with  information  for  the  project,"  said  3.C.  Wade,  a local  Flandreau 
Santee  Sioux  Tribal  member. 

The  Dakota  Letters  Exhibit  is  in  the  Agnes  Ross  Educational  Center  on 
the  south  edge  of  Flandreau  near  the  Royal  River  Casino. 

It  will  remain  open  until  mid-October,  when  it  will  be  replaced  by 
another  exhibit  called  Dakota  Galleries. 

"The  Dakota  Letters  depicts  the  death  of  the  Dakota  people,  and  the 
Dakota  Galleries  is  a celebration  of  Dakota  Life,"  Miyasato  said. 

The  letters  from  prison  were  written  to  the  Rev. Steven  Riggs,  a 
missionary  stationed  in  Minnesota. 

The  letters  survived  to  be  translated  by  Rev.  Clifford  Canku  of  Sisseton 
and  Elmer  Weston,  Sid  Byrd,  Agnes  Ross  and  Margaret  Sherman,  all  from  the 
Flandreau  Santee  Sioux  Tribe. 

Each  letter  was  translated  in  a multi-step  process. 

First,  the  head  translator  met  with  elders  and  read  each  letter  aloud  in 
the  Dakota  language  so  the  elders  could  translate  by  hearing  the  spoken 
word . 

During  the  reading,  elders  received  enlarged  copies  of  the  original 
letters . 

Each  session  was  tape  recorded  to  preserve  the  sound  of  the  language,  as 
well  as  the  content  of  the  discussions  for  each  letter. 

The  draft  letters  are  typed  into  a computer  to  produce  the  final  copies. 
Bean  said. 

The  effort  has  produced  some  questions  the  translators  were  able  to 


resolve. 

For  example,  one  letter  writer  wondered  what  he  would  do  "now  that  the 
father  had  died."  The  line  confounded  translators  at  first. 

Then  they  realized  the  reference  to  the  father  meant  President  Abraham 
Lincoln,  who  was  assassinated  while  the  writer  was  in  prison.  His  death 
left  the  Indian  prisoners  fearing  for  their  lives. 

All  the  letters  in  the  translation  project  were  written  by  prisoners  who 
recently  had  converted  to  Christianity.  Many  talked  about  the  church 
services  they  attended. 

Other  letters  were  written  by  prisoners  who  were  learning  to  read  and 
write  the  Dakota  language.  Their  letters  asked  for  more  books. 

The  letter  project  was  launched  when  Bean  was  contacted  by  Rev.  Sidney 
Byrd,  a retired  Presbyterian  minister,  who  had  been  told  about  200  letters 
written  in  Dakota.  From  there,  the  tribe  used  an  $18,000  federal  grant  to 
translate  them. 

So  far  translators  have  finished  nearly  20  letters  and  have  started  on  a 
second  group  of  20. 

The  group  expects  to  finish  all  the  letters  in  the  next  20  months. 

The  letters  were  hand-written  with  quill  pen  on  half  sheets  of  paper 
bearing  smudges  of  ink  or  faint  letter  forms  that  make  translation  more 
difficult . 

After  the  letters  were  written,  they  were  folded  and  addressed  to  Riggs, 
the  missionary  who  was  interceding  on  their  behalf  with  the  federal 
government . 

Some  of  the  letters  they  have  finished  are  displayed,  along  with 
pictures  and  other  memorabilia  at  the  center. 

Four  multimedia  computer  presentations  prepare  people  for  the  letter 
exhibit . 

It  is  still  being  expanded  and  a small  portion  of  it  eventually  will  be 
available  on  the  Internet. 

"RE : Ts'kw'aylaxw  Band  Pulls  Out  of  Treaty  Talks"  

Date:  Mon,  8 August  2000  12:39:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename=" TREATY  PULL  OUT" 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

Ts'kw'aylaxw  Indian  Band  Pulls  Out  Of  B.C.  Treaty  Commission  Talks 
KAMLOOPS,  B.C.  (CP)  An  Indian  band  north  of  Lillooet  has  voted  to  withdraw 
from  B.C.  Treaty  commission  talks. 

"Some  members  are  talking  about  direction  action  _ road  blocks  _ and  that 
all  comes  out  of  frustration,"  chief  Robert  Shintah  of  the  Ts'kw'aylaxw 
First  Nation  said  Monday. 

Band  members  voted  91  per  cent  during  the  weekend  to  pull  out  of  treaty 
negotiations,  he  said  during  a news  conference  in  Kamloops. 

Roadblocks  are  on  the  backburner,  but  "it  wouldn't  take  very  much"  to 
get  to  that  place,  he  said. 

Ninety  of  the  304  eligible  band  members  voted  81-8  against  continuing 
treaty  talks. 

Shintah  said  he  put  the  question  to  the  band  because  of  what  he  called 
fruitless  negotiations  after  six  years  of  talks. 

The  band  and  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  are  too  far  apart, 
particularly  on  the  issue  of  land,  he  said. 

There  is  also  a growing  debt  associated  with  the  talks  and  the 
governments'  failures  to  complete  interim  measures  to  protect  the  Pavilion 
Creek  watershed,  the  band's  main  source  of  water,  from  logging,  he  said. 

The  Ts'kw'aylaxw  First  Nation,  located  on  Highway  99  between  Cache  Creek 
and  Lillooet,  is  the  first  Indian  band  in  the  province  to  formally 
withdraw  from  the  treaty  process. 

Officials  at  the  B.C.  Treaty  Commission  office  in  Vancouver  have  not 
commented  yet  on  the  Ts'kw'aylaxw  referendum. 


"RE : Tribes  Rally  to  Defeat  Red  River  Compact"  

Date:  Sat,  2 Sep  2000  04:23:31  EDT 
From:  SumerWCree@aol.com 

Subj : 3 Oklahoma  Tribes  Rally  to  Defeat  Red  River  Compact 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  PRESS  RELEASE 
THREE  OKLAHOMA  TRIBES  RALLY  TO  DEFEAT  RED  RIVER  COMPACT 

ANADARKO,  OK,  October  26,  1999  - The  Intertribal  Land  Use  Committee 
(ILUC)  of  the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  Tribes  (KCA)  of  Oklahoma  is 
launching  a mighty  effort  to  defeat  the  so-called  Red  River  Compact.  This 
measure  would  change  the  boundary  between  the  states  of  Oklahoma  and  Texas 
and  has  already  been  signed  by  Governor  Bush  of  Texas  and  Governor  Keating  of 
Oklahoma.  It  was  introduced  in  Congress  last  week  for  its  approval  and  is 
expected  to  be  in  place  by  December  31,  1999.  The  commission  which  formed  the 
Red  River  Compact  contained  one  Indian  member  to  represent  three  tribes  with 
interests  in  this  move. 

The  boundary  between  the  two  states  was  set  in  1925  by  the  Supreme  Court 
as  the  south  bank  of  the  Red  River,  and  it  has  remained  so  ever  since.  About 
one  third  of  that  boundary  passes  right  through  the  old  reservation  lands  of 
the  Kiowa,  Comanche,  and  Apache  tribes,  land  which  is  still  public  land  held 
in  trust  by  the  federal  government  for  the  three  tribes. 

Oil  and  gas  revenues  from  the  south  half  of  the  river  were  also  set 
aside  in  1926  as  a trust  fund  to  benefit  the  citizens  of  these  three  great 
Indian  nations.  The  state  of  Texas  does  not  recognize  public  lands,  and  the 
tribes  fear  they  will  lose  that  trust  fund  as  well  as  considerable  land  and 
rights  to  its  resources. 

Several  committee  members  noted  that  the  commission  completely  ignored 
native  sovereignty  when  the  proposal  was  devised.  Emily  Saupitty,  Apache 
tribal  official,  also  noted  that  many  individual  Indian  allottees  will  lose 
considerable  lands  if  this  measure  goes  into  effect.  Noting  that  both 
governors  have  approved  the  measure  already,  Henry  Kostzuta,  Chairman  of 
the  Apache  Tribe  of  Oklahoma,  commented,  "George  W.  Bush  wants  to  be 
President,  and  he's  already  taking  land  from  Indians!" 

In  response,  the  tribes  have  formulated  a campaign  to  defeat  this  measure 
in  Congress.  The  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  was  contacted  and  is 
cooperating  fully  with  the  tribes.  A position  paper  and  letters  from  the 
committee  are  being  sent  to  Kevin  Gover,  Assistant  Secretary  for  Indian 
Affairs,  to  NCAI  itself,  and  to  all  members  of  Congress  in  both  houses.  A 
concerted  lobbying  effort  is  being  mounted,  with  support  from  NCAI. 

The  three  tribes  are  asking  the  support  of  other  tribal  members 
throughout  the  country  by  contacting  your  senators  and  representatives . 

FOR  MORE  INFO: 

Liz  Pollard  * Smoke  Signals  Enterprises 
505  W.  Louisiana  Ave.,  Anadarko,  OK  73005 
(405)  247-2251  - Email:  lpollard@smokesig.com 

Indianz  at  http://www.egroups.com  - a group  for,  by,  and  about  Indianz 

"RE : Lubicon  Settlement  is  in  Everyone's  Best  Interests"  

Date:  Sat,  26  Aug  2000  10:38:12  -0400 
From:  fol@tao.ca 

Subj:  a Lubicon  settlement  is  in  everyone's  best  interests 

Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
485  Ridelle  Ave 
Toronto  ON  M6B  1K6 
tel:  416-763-7500 
fax:  416-535-7810 
e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 


August  25,  2000 

The  attached  newspaper  article  is  in  keeping  with  the  realization  by  many 
that  a settlement  of  Lubicon  land  rights  is  in  everyone's  interests,  not 
just  the  Lubicon.  It's  the  only  way  that  relations  between  the  Lubicon 
Nation  and  others  in  the  area  --  especially  regarding  land  issues  --  will 
ever  be  normalized. 

++++++++++++++++++ 

25  August,  2000 

Grande  Prairie  Daily  Herald  Tribune 

Ottawa  needs  to  buck  up  for  aboriginal  training:  CAPP 
DEB  GUERETTE 
Herald-Tribune  staff 

Ottawa  needs  to  better  fund  First  Nations'  employment  training  programs, 
petroleum  industry  representatives  told  Indian  Affairs  minister  Robert 
Nault  Wednesday  in  Calgary. 

Canadian  Association  of  Petroleum  Producers  president  Pierre  Alvarez 
said  industry  sees  First  Nations  communities  going  through  significant 
struggles  trying  to  access  funds  for  employment  training  programs. 

"Funds  available  to  First  Nations  people  are  simply  not  adequate  to  get 
the  training  programs  they  need  to  access  opportunity. 

"Sometimes  they  chase  funding  so  long  the  opportunity  is  gone,"  Alvarez 
said . 

Human  Resource  Development  Canada  and  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada 
need  to  work  together  and  "free  up  some  funds,"  to  address  the  issue,  he 
said . 

Nault  met  with  CAPP  representatives  Wednesday  and  attended  engagements 
at  two  southern  First  Nations  communities  Thursday. 

Alvarez  said  Nault  "is  an  extremely  important  minister  in  our  case,"  and 
association  members  wanted  to  "talk  about  the  state  of  the  industry  and 
areas  we  would  like  to  see  him  work  more  at." 

CAPP  members  also  see  a pressing  need  for  government  to  address 
outstanding  treaty  and  land  claims  across  the  west,  Alvarez  said. 

"Settlements  affect  the  interests  and  ability  of  industry  to  work  in  the 
north.  We  want  it  clear,  what  the  rules  of  the  game  are,"  he  said. 

The  minister  did  face  some  questions  about  the  status  of  the  Lubicon 
Lake  Indian  Nation  land  claim,  but  the  discussion  wasn't  meant  to  focus  on 
the  specifics  of  any  particular  settlement  issue,  Alvarez  said. 

Lubicon  negotiations  were  suspended  by  the  band  in  Dune  when  INAC 
announced  its  controversial  decision  to  withdraw  social  program  funding 
from  some  band  members. 

"There  are  a number  of  outstanding  issues  we  would  like  to  see  resolved, 
Alvarez  said. 

Association  members  also  shared  concerns  about  the  "extremely  complex 
and  cumbersome"  environmental  regulatory  process. 

"We'd  certainly  like  to  see  some  changes  made  - adjustments  to  how  the 
regime  is  working,"  Alvarez  said. 

CAPP  members  meet  with  the  minister  on  a "semi-regular  basis"  and  have 
found  him  "interested  in  learning  more  and  open  to  work  on  things  and  make 
some  progress,"  he  said. 

Nault 's  Ottawa  office  said  he  was  in  Alberta  doing  "routine  community 
visits . " 

CAPP's  Web  site  states  that  member  companies  "explore  for,  develop  and 
produce  more  than  95  per  cent  of  Canada's  natural  gas  and  crude  oil." 

For  more  information  on  the  Lubicon  Nation  or  Friends  of  the  Lubicon, 
visit:  www.tao.ca/~fol 

- "RE:  Native  American  Sites  Threatened  in  West  Virginia"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Aug  2000  09:25:01  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Native  American  sites  threatened  in  WV 

Dear  Friends: 

I just  got  though  reading  the  Duly  installment  of  the  online  newsletter 
published  by  the  Appalachian  American  Indians  of  West  Virginia.  It  seems 


there  are  some  ancient  village/burial  sites  being  threatened  by  road 
construction  & by  the  rapidly  multiplying  Bastards  of  the  Retail  World  - 
Wal-Mart . 

For  more  info,  use  your  web  browser  to  search  for  "AAIWV."  Once  you've 
located  their  Home  Page,  scroll  down  until  you  reach  their  Duly  newsletter. 
The  story  of  the  impending  desecration  is  near  the  bottom  of  the  newsletter. 

~Dale 


From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Subj : WAL-MART 

>From  Duly  2000  Volume  12  Issue  7 Appalachian  Indian  VOICE 
(http://www.aaiwv.org/july2000.html) 

Respect  For  Our  Dead  and  the  Culture  of  Greed...  --  Editorial  by  Gray  Owl 
Respect  For  Our  Dead  and  the  Culture  of  Greed--Editorial  by  Gray  Owl  These 
are  difficult  times  for  the  Native  American  community  in  West  Virginia.  The 
"dominant  culture"  seems  to  be  making  a consistent  effort  to  destroy  as  many 
of  our  ancient  villages  and  burial  sites  in  the  shortest  amount  of  time 
possible.  As  examples:  The  Department  of  Highways  is  planning  to  expand  WV 
Rt  2 near  Follensbee  which  will  require  the  complete  destruction  of  an 
ancient  village  site  where  human  remains  have  been  recovered  this  year.  We 
may  not  be  able  to  stop  this;  the  state  can  excercise  their  powers  and  there 
is  little  we  appear  to  be  able  to  do  to  change  their  direction. 

In  Morgantown  Wal-mart  is  proposing  to  put  a new  "superstore"  on  the  site 
of  another  village  where  human  remains  have  also  been  recovered.  (Wal-mart 
has  a history  of  destroying  burial  grounds;  they've  done  so  in  several  other 
states  already- -something  about  village  sites  being  nice  flat  land  and  who 
cares  about  the  Indians  anyway?).  In  Morgantown  the  Native  American 
Community  is  actively  opposing  the  construction  of  this  store  and  has  a 
number  of  demonstrations  planned  over  the  next  month  or  so.  Almost  the 
entire  community  is  involved,  including  many  of  the  members  of  ANI/AAIWV. 
(The  Wapacoli  Ani  Gathering  is  working  hard  to  help  stop  this  desecra-tion) . 
National  representatives  of  AIM  are  also  present  and  helping  to  organize  the 
demonstrations.  We  are  very  proud  of  the  dedication  of  our  members  involved 
in  this  fight  and  encourage  all  AAIWV  folks  to  do  their  part.  If  you  would 
like  to  help  protest  this  outrage,  contact  Marlena  Little  Dove  Ponceroff 
(phone  number  in  masthead)  or  Connie  Ammons  at  Mason-Dixon  Park  for 
information . 

Your  editor  is  also  issuing  a personal  call  for  people  to  BOYCOTT  WAL-MART! ! 
(This  has  not  yet  been  approved  by  Council  although  your  editor  would  like 
to  get  Council  to  approve  such  a motion)  Wal-mart  nationally  has  built  their 
stores  on  several  village  sites  and  has  shown  that  they  have  no  respect  for 
us--Don't  give  them  your  business  and  tell  the  Manager  of  your  local  store 
why  you  are  shopping  elsewhere.  Better  yet,  write  a letter  to  your  local 
newspaper  telling  them  you  are  Boycotting  Wal-mart  and  why! 

Danet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http://www.owlstar.com 

"RE : Camp  Stays  Open  Despite  Allegation"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Aug  2000  11:44:17  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona. EDU> 
Subj:  Camp  stays  open  despite  allegation  (Fwd) 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http : //www. azcentral . com/ news/0713 buffalo. shtml 

Camp  stays  open  despite  allegation 
By  Dennis  Wagner 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Duly  13,  2000 

The  White  Mountain  Apache  Tribe  moved  to  shut  down  a juvenile  boot  camp 
in  Whiteriver  this  week  after  some  parents  raised  questions  of  child  abuse, 
but  tribal  council  members  reversed  that  decision  Wednesday  when  other 
parents  came  to  the  camp's  defense. 


Chadeen  Palmer,  a tribal  spokeswoman,  said  the  Phoenix-based  Buffalo 
Soldiers  Re-enactors  Association  was  ordered  to  cease  operations  and 
release  about  30  to  40  boys  based  on  complaints  that  teenage  drill 
instructors  were  mistreating  clients. 

But  Palmer  said  the  council  overturned  its  decision  late  Wednesday  after 
a marathon  meeting  at  which  parents  and  juveniles  voiced  support  for  the 
Caring  Adults  Providing  Support  and  Guidance  Summer  Endurance  Youth  Camp. 
She  said  the  camp  will  be  allowed  to  remain  open  after  drill  instructors 
are  dismissed. 

Richard  Armstrong,  a division  commander  with  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  said  agents  from  the  FBI  and  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  interviewed 
many  of  the  boys  and  are  investigating  allegations  of  cruelty  and  food 
deprivation.  Some  boys  have  withdrawn  from  the  program,  but  Palmer  and 
Armstrong  said  there  were  no  injuries,  and  no  arrests  have  been  made. 

Col.  Charles  Long,  president  and  founder  of  the  Buffalo  Soldiers  group, 
could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

Tribal  chairman  Dallas  Massey  Sr.  and  Whiteriver  Police  Chief  Raymond 
Burnett  did  not  return  phone  calls. 

The  American  Buffalo  Soldiers  Re-enactors  Association  was  founded  10 
years  ago.  An  organization  Web  site  says  the  inspiration  came  from  Long's 
upbringing  in  a military  boarding  school  and  his  work  on  a screenplay 
about  Buffalo  Soldiers,  African-Americans  who  served  in  the  U.S.  cavalry 
during  the  late  1800s,  mainly  fighting  Indians. 

"The  youth  programs  are  designed  to  work  with  young  people  of  all 
persuasions  from  the  ages  of  7 to  17  using  military  methods,"  according  to 
the  Web  site. 

The  Whiteriver  camp,  operating  out  of  school  at  old  Fort  Apache,  was 
comprised  of  some  tribal  youth  as  well  as  non-Indians.  Palmer  said  parents 
voluntarily  enrolled  their  children  in  the  program,  which  opened  Dune  26 
and  was  partially  sponsored  bytribal  funds. 

The  Buffalo  Soldiers,  with  an  estimated  75  association  members,  also 
conducts  historical  programs  and  assists  with  Hollywood  film  productions. 
Copyright  2000,  Arizona  Central 

"RE:  Peltier  Birthday  Events"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Sep  2000  10:26:51  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : Peltier  B-Day  events,  updated 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

Below  is  the  updated  list  of  Birthday  gatherings  for  Leonard  Peltier. 
Please  check  to  see  if  there  is  something  in  your  area  to  attend,  or  if 
there  are  events  missing  from  this  list.  Leonard's  56th  birthday  is  on 
September  12,  one  week  from  tomorrow!  Here  is  his  mailing  address  if  you 
would  like  to  help  keep  his  spirits  up  by  sending  him  a birthday  card: 

USPL,  Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  PO  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048.  Of 
course  the  best  gift  we  can  give  him  is  his  freedom,  and  we  thank  you  for 
your  ongoing  active  participation  in  the  fight  for  his  release.  Thank  you. 
In  Solidarity,  LPDC 

BIRTHDAY  GATHERINGS  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER  (in  order  by  state) 

CALIFORNIA 

Where:  Southern  California,  Fontana  Native  American  Indian  Center,  Inc. 
When:  Tuesday,  September  12,  2000 
Time:  3:00pm-7:00pm 

Contact:  Carol  Ray,  FNAIC  Executive  Director,  RSVP 
909- 574-9660/fnaic@aol . com 

Details:  Birthday  Celebration  and  Leonard  Peltier  Awareness  Event,  All 
Welcome ! 


INDIANA 


Where:  Washington,  Indiana  at  Washington  East  Side  Park 
When:  Sat,  September  16 
Time:  11  am 

Contact:  Dean  Sheetz,  812-254-1584 

Details:  Benefit  Dinner,  $5  a plate  and  raffle 

KANSAS 

Where:  Lawrence,  South  Park 
When:  Sat,  September  16 
Time:  12noon-2pm 

Conact:  the  LPDC  785-842-5774  lpdc@idir.net 

Details:  Book  reading  of  Leonard  Peltier's  PRISON  WRITINGS,  MY  LIFE  IS  MY 
SUNDANCE,  speakers,  refreshments,  and  more 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Where:  Boson  Common,  at  the  Fountain  behind  the  Park  Street  T station 
When:  September  12 
Time:  4:30pm-8:30pm 

Contact:  Boston  Area  LPSG,  ariz_soul@hotmail.com,  617-789-3938 
Details:  Candlelight  vigil  with  speakers,  native  drummers,  and  more. 

Where:  Unitarian  Society  of  Northampton  (next  to  Pulaski  Park) 

When:  September  12,  2000 
Time:  7:00pm-10:00pm 

Contact:  LPSG  of  Greater  New  England:  lpsg_gne@yahoo.com 
Details:  organizational  meeting 

NEW  YORK  STATE 

Where:  11  Church  St.,  Philmont,  NY  (Columbia  County,  NY) 

When:  Tuesday,  September  12,  2000 
Time:  6:30pm-9:30pm 

Contact:  People  for  Peltier,  Peter  Hoyt  518-828-5664 
Details:  Birthday  Benefit  Concert  and  Pot  Luck  Supper 

Where:  NY  City,  International  Action  Center,  rm  206,  39  W 14th  St. 

When:  September  12 
Time:  7pm-10pm 

Contact:  Theresa  Laino  718-934-5501 
Details:  Speakers,  Drumming,  and  Raffle 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Where:  Friendlys,  Memorial  Hwy  in  Dallas,  PA  (aprox.  2 hours  from  NYC  and 
Philly) 

When:  September  12 

Time:  Anytime  between  5pm  and  8pm 

Contact:  Tim,  international_socialism@yahoo.com 

Details:  On  Leonard's  BD,  Friendlys  will  donate  10%  of  their  net  sales  to 
the  LPDC,  so  the  more  people  who  show  up,  and  the  more  they  eat,  the  more 
money  goes  towards  the  freedom  of  Leonard  Peltier! 

WASHINGTON 

Where:  Seattle,  1st  and  Yesler  (starting  point) 

When:  September  9 
Time:  NOON 

Contact:  slpsg@aol.com  or  206-325-0085 
Details:  March  and  Rally 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  lustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 
785-842-5774 


www. f neepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 


"RE ; Washington  Post:  Peltier  Very  Probably  Innocent"  

Date:  Thu,  31  Aug  2000  01:36:51  EDT 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Subj : Washington  Post:  Leonard  Peltier  "very  probably  innocent." 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

By  Dennifer  Howard 

c.  2000  The  Washington  Post  Company 

Sunday  , August  27,  2000  ; X10 

U.S.  Prisoner  #89637-132 

The  number  means  nothing.  The  name  behind  it--Leonard  Peltier- -evokes 
everything  that's  lousy  about  the  American  judicial  system,  if  you  count 
yourself  among  the  many  who  believe  that  Peltier  was  wrongfully  convicted  of 
gunning  down  two  FBI  agents  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota  on 
Dune  28,  1975. 

While  Peltier,  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  activist  and  martyr,  serves 
two  consecutive  life  sentences  at  the  U.S.  Federal  Penitentiary  in 
Leavenworth,  Kan.,  human  rights  activists  continue  to  agitate  for  his 
release.  Amnesty  International  considers  him  a political  prisoner. 

Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  and  the  Dalai  Lama  have  cast  their  considerable 
moral  weight  on  his  side.  Peter  Matthiessen  wrote  about  the  case  in  his 
book  In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse:  The  Story  of  Leonard  Peltier  and  the 
FBI's  War  on  the  American  Indian  Movement.  And  another  high-flying  Peltier 
supporter,  former  attorney  general  Ramsay  Clark,  provides  the  introduction 
to  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance  by  Leonard  Peltier 
(St.  Martin's/Griffin,  $13.95). 

A prolonged  cri  de  coeur  delivered  with  a political  inflection.  Prison 
Writings  comes  closer  to  spiritual  autobiography  than  to  a declaration  of 
innocence.  Not  that  Peltier  lets  you  forget  his  claim  to  freedom:  Every 
American,  he  says,  rightly  and  repeatedly,  ought  to  care  about  his  case  if 
they  care  at  all  about  the  Constitution.  (Interestingly,  Peltier  does  not 
consider  himself  an  American,  though  he  invokes  with  respect  the  highest 
American  ideals.)  Information  that  has  come  out  since  his  trial--tales  of 
testimony  suborned,  evidence  lost  or  fabricated--makes  me  believe  that  he's 
very  probably  innocent.  But  he  comes  across  as  least  persuasive  when  he's 
trying  hardest  to  persuade. 

Fortunately  for  the  reader,  Peltier  has  a multitude  of  things  to  talk  about: 
his  origins  (Chippewa,  Dakota  Sioux,  a soupcon  of  French),  his  childhood 
(poor  and  peripatetic),  his  identification  with  the  traditions  he  calls 
Indian  Way,  his  activism  on  behalf  of  his  people.  "When  you  grow  up  Indian, 
you  quickly  learn  that  the  so-called  American  Dream  isn't  for  you.  For  you 
that  dream's  a nightmare.  Ask  any  Indian  kid:  you're  out  just  walking  across 
the  street  of  some  little  off-reservation  town,  and  there's  this  white  cop 
suddenly  comes  up  to  you,  grabs  you  by  your  long  hair,  pushes  you  up  against 
a car,  frisks  you,  gives  you  a couple  good  jabs  in  the  ribs  with  his 
nightstick,  then  sends  you  off  with  a warning  sneer: 'Watch  yourself,  Tonto! ' 

Peltier  wears  his  names  proudly:  Tate  Wikuwa  ("Wind  Chases  the  Sun"), 
Gwarth-ee-lass  ("He  Leads  the  People").  "In  Indian  Way,  names  come  to  you  in 
the  course  of  your  life,  not  just  when  you're  born.  . . . Each  name  gives  you 
a new  sense  of  yourself  and  your  own  possibilities.  And  each  name  gives  you 
something  to  live  up  to.  It  points  out  the  direction  you're  supposed  to  take 
in  this  life." 

What  can  he  do  with  his  latest  moniker.  Prisoner  #89637-132?  "Not  much 
imagination,  or  inspiration,  there."  And  yet  he  fashions  a sort  of  poetry  out 
of  the  humiliations  and  deprivations  and  sensory  assaults  of  life  in  the  big 
house.  (There  are  real  poems  in  the  book,  too.)  I'd  last  about  a week  under 
the  conditions  he  describes:  capricious  guards,  expert  beatings,  botched  or 
nonexistent  medical  care,  and  "the  noise,  always  the  noise.  ...  A while 


back  someone  was  crying  out  eerily  down  the  corridor  in  the  echoing 
half -darkness . 'Slur  the  buds!'  he  cried  out  dementedly,  repeating  those 
meaningless  words  over  and  over  again  in  a ghostly  voice,  softly  hissing  and 
hollow.  'Slur  the  buds!  Slur  the  buds!'  . . . Doing  time  does  this  thing  to 
you.  But,  of  course,  you  don't  do  time.  You  do  without  it.  Or  rather,  time 
does  you.  Time  is  a cannibal  that  devours  the  flesh  of  your  years  day  by  day, 
bite  by  bite.  And  as  he  finishes  the  last  morsel,  with  the  juices  of  your 
life  running  down  his  bloody  chin,  he  smiles  wickedly,  belches  with 
satisfaction,  and  hisses  out  in  ghostly  tones,  'Slur  the  buds!'  " 

So  run  the  thoughts  of  a man  locked  down  for  a quarter-century  and 
counting.  For  updates  on  Peltier's  situation,  see  the  Web  site  maintained 
by  the  International  Office  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  at 
www. freepeltier .org.  (You'll  find  the  FBI's  side  of  the  case  presented  at 
http : //www. f bi . gov/ cont act /fo/minn /pelt ier . htm . ) 

Jennifer  Floward's  e-mail  address  is  howardjen@washpost.com. 
c.  2000  The  Washington  Post  Company 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  28  August  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolFlill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Birthday:  9/12/44  < send  Leonard  a card. 

Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 

Manuel  Redwoman 
# 24920 

700  Conley  Lake  Road 
Deerlodge  MT 
59  722 

Fie  is  35,  a traditional  Northern  Cheyenne,  a pipe  carrier,  fighting  for 
his  civil  and  religious  rights,  and  he  is  badly  in  need  of  correspondents . 


Date:  Mon,  4 Sep  2000  21:50:50  -0400 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj:  PRISONER 

The  following  is  the  transcription  of  a letter  received  this  week: 

Help  this  brother  if  you  can. 

Janet 

Hello,  my  name  is  Eugene  Little  Fox  Baxter.  I'm  currently  in  the  custody 
of  the  Arizona  Department  of  Corrections  here  at  Safford,  Az.  I was 
fortunate  enough  to  read  a couple  of  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche,  one  from 
8-99  and  the  other  9-99.  I've  asked  our  chaplain  to  contact  Joe  Winter  of 
TNAT.  I wasn't  aware  of  the  situation  there.  My  prayers  are  with  him. 
<Janet's  note:  the  information  he  had  was  back  when  Joe  thought  he  was 
going  to  have  to  discontinue  the  TNAT  program. > Just  when  I think 
something  good  for  us  brothers  here  in  Tonto  unit  happens,  something  gets 
thrown  in  our  path.  I was  in  the  process  of  having  our  chaplain  ask  on 


our  behalf  to  have  some  sacred  tobacco  sent  in  to  us  for  use  in  our  Pipe 
and  Sweat  lodge  ceremonies.  Also  just  reading  Wotanging  Ikche,  I was  going 
to  ask  if  you  could  send  us  copies  of  the  current  issues.  Unfortunately, 
just  after  reading  the  issues  (being  newly  aware  of  its  importance  and 
existence)  and  hoping  to  obtain  more  current  issues,  another  block  got 
thrown  in  our  path.  As  of  7-18-00,  inmates  can  no  longer  get  anything  off 
the  internet  without  the  warden's  approval  (I  think  because  of  the  porno 
problem).  It  hinders  us  who  really  want  to  be  enlightened  by  Wotanging 
Ikche. 

I'm  on  good  terms  with  the  unit  Chaplain  and  I'm  asking  you  to  send  him 
a copy  so  he  can  see  for  himself  and  the  Deputy  Warden  can  see  what 
Wotanging  Ikche  is  about. 

It's  news  about  what's  going  on  with  the  Native  People's  of  America. 
Keeps  us  informed  of  important  issues  concerning  our  people,  land, 
politics  and  traditions.  Also  social  problems  that  need  to  be  addressed. 

Hopefully  we  could  get  some  play--the  Deputy  Warden  is  a Yaqui  Indian  on 

Pasqua . 

As  long  as  I'm  writing  there  are  a few  other  areas  we  need  help  in.  As 
of  now,  we  have  no  more  sacred  herbs  to  use  during  our  Sweat  Lodge 
ceremony.  We  used  our  last  reserves  over  the  weekend.  However  another 
brother  and  myself  ordered  some  through  the  prison  contractor  (a  store  in 
Oklahoma).  But  the  prison  needs  to  order  10  items  of  each  herb  to  start 
filling  our  orders. 

Only  two  of  us  have  ordered  and  we  don't  know  how  long  we'll  have  to 
wait.  We're  only  allowed  one  ounce  each  of  sweetgrass,  sage,  cedar  and 
kinnickkinick  for  personal  use.  There  are  only  a dozen  or  so  of  us 
brothers  here,  and  only  a handful  who  participate  in  the  Sweat  Lodge 

ceremonies,  so  we  can't  fill  that  whole  order.  Our  last  result  is  to  use 

Bugler  tobacco. 

I'll  have  to  talk  with  our  chaplain  to  see  if  he  can  help  in  any  way 
including  asking  if  he  can  go  to  pick  some  herbs  for  us  in  the  nearby 
desert  and  mountains.  We  also  have  enough  problems  with  getting  wood  and 
replacing  our  rocks. 

All  this  is  leading  to  a plea  for  help.  I've  talked  to  the  chaplain 
before,  asking  if  I could  get  someone  to  send  us  some  herbs  through  the 
mail  in  care  of  the  chaplain,  Tonto  Unit,  Safford.  If  he  then  could  give 
it  to  us,  1 oz  each  of  the  herbs  sent,  to  each  individual.  He  said  yes. 

So  please  if  you  can  help  us,  please  do.  Or  if  you  can  think  of  anybody, 
program  or  organization  who  might  help.  Please  give  us  an  address 
(street)  or  P.0.  Box  # or  inform  them  of  our  need.  We  need  those  sacred 
medicine  herbs  desperately  to  keep  our  sacred  Circle  strong  at  the  Sweat 
Lodge. 

Let  me  inform  you  of  our  situation.  The  Arizona  Dept,  of  Corrections  as 
a "Contractor"  who  is  supposed  to  help  all  the  sweat  lodges  at  each 
unit/complex.  To  help  with  providing  woods,  rocks,  herbs,  and  help  us  out 
with  rebuilding  the  lodges  and  such,  along  with  spiritual  needs.  I've 
been  here  5 months  and  haven't  even  seen  this  person,  much  less  know  the 
person's  name.  All  I know  from  what  the  chaplain  told  me  is  that  she 
lives  in  Southern  California.  We're  here  in  Arizona.  She's  elderly  and 
her  health  is  failing.  My  sympathies  are  with  her  along  with  my  prayers. 
But  she's  only  hindering  us.  I was  told  once  she  was  coming  here  to 
Safford,  then  canceled  without  notice. 

It's  very  frustrating  because  the  Arizona  Department  of  Corrections 
picks  the  "contractor"  for  us.  They  have  to  apply  to  the  A.D.C.  directly 
to  be  put  on  a list  of  possible  contractors.  Also  I've  heard  she  was 
having  problems  with  A.D.C.  about  getting  paid.  The  situation  is  very  bad 
I assume  she  and  the  A, .D.C.  are  at  odds  over  something.  In  the  meantime 
my  brothers  and  sister  along  with  myself  are  in  need  of  help  here  in  the 
Arizona  Department  of  Corrections. 

We'd  appreciate  your  prayers  and  your  help.  Also,  can  you  help  me  by 
getting  AIM  Arizona's  address? 

Aho, 

A brother  on  the  Red  Road 
Eugene  Little  Fox  Baxter 
Quec han/Cheyenne 


I'd  also  like  to  be  put  on  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list. 

I'm  30  years  old,  looking  for  friendship,  not  finances.  All  letters 
answered.  Write  for  more  information. 

Correspondence  to: 

Eugene  Little  Fox  Baxter 
ADC  15041713400 
ASPC-Safford/Tonto  Unit 
P.0.  Box  #2400 
Safford,  AZ  85548 
Send  herbs  to 
c/o  Chaplain(N.A.I.) 

Arizona  State  Prison  Complex  Safford 
Tonto  Unit 
P.0.  Box  #2400 
Safford,  AZ  85548 

Anyone  who  could  write  to  this  inmate,  give  him  the  information  or  his 

chaplain  the  sacred  herbs  his  unit  need  would  be  very  much  appreciated. 

lanet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http://www.owlstar.com 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640379,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : Two  Gray  Hills"  

Date:  Wed,  09  Aug  2000  12:32:58  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Subj : two  gray  hills 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Some  of  you  may  not  know  but  the  place  where  I come 
from  is  a place  of  rug  weavers,  two  gray  hills  and  the 
rugs  cost  a lot  if  you  want  one.  In  recent  years  they 


have  gotten  smaller  in  size,  it  is  rare  to  find  a 3 
foot  X 5 foot  rug  now  days. 

I once  took  a business  acquaintance  on  a trip  with  me 
and  we  stopped  by  my  aunt's  place  and  she  was  weaving 
a large  rug.  He  wanted  it  when  he  saw  it,  she  offered 
him  some  food  and  coffee.  I told  him  before  we  got 
there  he  had  to  eat  whatever  he  was  served  as  a matter 
of  etiquette,  well  she  fed  him  alot  of  food  and  he  ate 
it.  At  first  she  was  a bit  shy  to  meet  him,  because 
they  have  no  running  water  or  plumbing.  He  drank  cup 
after  cup  of  coffee  and  could  not  go  to  sleep.  He  went 
to  outhouse  and  ended  up  sitting  up  all  night  while  my 
cousin  worked  on  sandpaintings . 

He  paid  a down  payment  on  the  rug  and  she  got  a good 
price  for  the  rug,  it  hangs  on  the  rail  of  his 
stairway.  Soon  after  that  she  made  one  more  and  now  is 
in  the  nursing  home  in  farmington  new  mexico. 

She  made  many  rugs  over  the  years  and  her  daughters 
don't  weave  anymore,  they  work  in  towns  far  away. 

Anyway  the  price  she  sold  the  rug  to  him. 

He  is  an  acquaintance  and  he  likes  to  talk  about  it, 
and  since  his  business  deals  with  other  indian  tribes 
he  likes  to  talk  about  sleeping  on  sheep  skins  in  a 
hogan  and  living  the  life  of  real  indians.  He  proved 
to  be  a disappointment  to  me  as  he  used  the  experience 
to  acquaint  himself  with  indians,  and  it  has  become  a 
business  tool.  He  is  like  that  but  i thought  at  the 
time  it  would  mean  more  to  him  than  that.  It  was  the 
first  time  she  had  a white  person  in  her  home,  but  it 
goes  that  way  sometimes. 

It  taught  me  that  we  sometimes  use  each  other,  or 
allow  ourselves  to  be  used,  it  seems  to  go  that  with 
indian  people,  in  this  case  it  worked  out  that  way. 
anyway,  a new  trader  has  come  to  toadlena  and  reopened 
the  trading  post  with  an  eye  on  grooming  rug  weavers, 
he  is  researching  the  family  histories  of  all  the 
families  in  the  area  including  mine. 

Some  lady  from  Calif  is  in  Toadlena,  Two  Gray  Hills 
area  there  in  New  Mexico  on  the  Navajo  rez  as  I speak 
to  finalize  a book  she  is  doing  for  the  trader  there, 
she  is  using  the  family  history  sheets  to  trace  the 
lineage  of  two  gray  hills  rugs.  Those  families  that 
don't  have  weavers  will  be  left  out. 

A three  ring  binder  is  at  the  trading  post  on  the 
counter  displaying  drafts  of  the  family  lineages 
throughout  the  whole  area,  it  is  their  so  people  can 
check  on  it  themselves  for  correctness 

Some  families  are  there,  some  with  just  a few  and 
others  have  been  left  out.  In  a way  i like  it  and  then 
again  i feel  exploited,  my  birthright  will  be  on  shelf 
gathering  dust  someday... in  some  ways  it  invades  my 
privacy  and  then  again  preserves  it 

The  trading  post  was  closed  and  we  lost  the  zip  code 
87324,  it  no  longer  exists.  This  new  trader  is 
teaching  the  young  people,  men  and  women  too  to  weave 
big  rugs,  two  gray  hills  style  to  encourage  large  old 
fashioned  rugs.  He  is  from  santa  fe  and  there  are 
people  who  come  from  santa  fe,  durango  and  taos  to 
sleep  in  hogans,  and  to  learn  to  weave  there. 

In  some  ways  it  is  preserving  the  past,  in  others  it 
is  using  the  people.  One  thing  I know  since  I grew  up 
there  I never  ever  went  behind  the  counter  at  the 
store  not  once  in  my  whole  life,  and  this  new  trader 
invited  me  to  eat  with  his  wife  and  him.  he  was  open 
and  friendly,  and  he  is  in  the  middle  of  the  night 


getting  up  to  give  people  a ride  and  let's  them  use 
his  phone  if  they  need  it. 

Not  sure  what  to  think  about  the  whole  thing.  It  is 
good  and  bad,  but  in  a way  it  is  bringing  back  life  to 
the  community. 

One  thing  i thought  was  funny,  when  you  used  to  walk 
in  the  trading  post  in  the  old  days  all  the  new  shiny 
galvanized  buckets  would  hang  from  the  ceiling,  with 
new  rope,  saddles  and  stuff  like  that.  Now  days  when 
you  go  in  the  buckets  are  all  rusted  out,  old  and  a 
weathered  old  saddle  hangs  from  there  now. 

I could  see  my  grandmother  walking  in  there,  she  is  gone 
now  but  she  used  to  walk  up  there  everyday  to  check  the 
mail,  if  she  went  in  there  she  would  have  laughed... 

I could  hear  her  saying  that  trader  is  strange,  what 
good  are  those  rusty  buckets.  It  would  be  the  talk  of 
the  old  folks  all  winter  and  when  they  would  see  each 
other  they  would  laugh  about  it. 

I suppose  the  folks  there  are  laughing  and  will  all  winter 
long  looking  at  those  old  rusted  buckets.... 

rustywire 

www. geocities .com/ rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  One  Acorn"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Dun  2000  20:24:04  -0400 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Subj : One  Acorn 

One  Acorn 

Walking  is  good  for  the  Spirit 
it  allows  time 
to  think 
to  reflect 

It  slows  things  down 
so  that  Creator 
Great  Mystery 
can  be  heard 

To  often  in  hurried  lives 
we  take  the  shortest  route 
and  in  the  process 
miss  what  is  important 

This  day  while  walking 
I saw  an  Acorn  on  the  sidewalk 
and  turned  back 
to  better  see  it 

Spirit  told  me  to  turn  back 
to  take  a closer  look 
at  what  lay  beside  the  road 
waiting  to  be  found 

One  Acorn 

not  so  unusual 

except 

it  was  so  alive 


Here 

on  a dusty  main  road 
one  Acorn 


calling  out  to  me 


I held  it  in  my  hand 
opened  and  sprouting  a shoot 
in  the  middle  of  nowhere 
on  hard  pavement 

My  breath  caught  in  my  throat 
when  I heard  the  gift  it  gave 
the  lesson  therein 
I almost  passed  by 

This  one  Acorn 
alone 

and  without  soil 
to  root  it's  life  in 

Grew 

and  had  the  Faith 
and  the  Wisdom 
to  know 

To  know  without  a doubt 
without  needing  proof 
that  it  mattered 
that  it  was  meant  to  be 

How  many  of  us  need  proof 
before  we  venture  out 
into  the  world 
into  our  lives 

How  often  do  we  pass  something  by 

because  we  lack  the  Dream 

the  knowledge 

that  we  are  meant  to  be 

This  one  Acorn 
I took  home 

and  with  love  and  Heart 
planted 

I planted  it  for  you 
and  for  me 

and  for  all  the  generations 
yet  to  come 

And  as  I watered  it  thought 
what  if  I had  not  turned  back 
and  took  the  chance  to  see 
this  One  Acorn. 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  4 September  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  10-16 

KEPAKEMAPA 

September 


Mahoe  Hope 
10 

Each  person  sees  the  world  a little  differently. 

11 

You  can  see  your  true  self  reflected  in  a still  pond. 

12 

Solitude  feeds  the  spirit. 

13 

Look  to  the  lessons  of  the  past  to  solve  the  challenges  of  the 
present . 

14 

It  is  in  the  secluded  valleys  that  the  rarest  of  treasures  are  found. 

15 

See  the  dance  of  the  rain  upon  the  leaves;  hear  the  laughter  of  the 
waves  upon  the  shore. 

16 

Be  like  the  mountain  stream  --  if  something  blocks  your  path,  flow 
around  it. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : National  Forest  Protection  Alliance  Convention"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Aug  2000  10:56:25  -0600 

From:  Deanette  Russell  <Russell@wildrockies.org>  (by  way  of  Native  Forest 
Network) 

Subj : Please  post  - NFPA  CONVENTION 
Hello, 

If  folks  could  help  us  get  the  word  out  about  the  convention  by  posting  it 
to  your  lists,  that  would  be  great.  Below  is  a shortened  version  of  our 
announcement  I posted  a few  weeks  ago.  Hope  to  see  you  there! ! 

Thanks, 

Deanette 
SECOND  ANNUAL 

NATIONAL  FOREST  PROTECTION 
Alliance  CONVENTION 

October  12th-15th,  2000 
Trinity  Mountain  Ranch 
Black  Hawk,  Colorado 

loin  grassroots  activists  from  across  the  nation  as  we  build  upon  our 
vision  for  the  permanent  protection  of  our  National  Forests!  Once  a year 
the  network  of  the  National  Forest  Protection  Alliance  (NFPA)  gathers  to 
review  and  revise  our  strategy  to  end  the  commercial  logging  program  on 
public  lands.  Group  discussions  include  the  following:  Campaign  Overview, 
Passing  the  National  Forest  Protection  and  Restoration  Act,  Rehabilitating 
Forest  Ecosystems,  Solutions  in  the  Marketplace,  and  the  launching  of  our 
10  Endangered  Forests  Campaign.  Interactive  workshops  include  Targeted 
Organizing,  How  to  Strengthen  our  Network,  Winning  Forest  Watch  Strategies 
and  Grassroots  Media. 

Pre-registration  is  required  by  October  2nd.  For  more  info  contact:  NFPA, 
P.0.  Box  8264,  Missoula,  MT  59807.  For  more  information,  contact  the  NFPA 
Network  Office:  (406)  542-7565,  nfpa@wildrockies.org. 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  3 September  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sf su . edu> 

Subj : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey . cc . ca . us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Subj : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 


November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Tue,  2 May  2000  13:46:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  chuck  crowkiller  <wyanot@yahoo . com> 

Subj : Fwd:  [huron_newsletter]  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow  September  8-10,  2000 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ishgooda@voyager.net 
Sent  by  Darren . .thanks ! 

This  Page  can  be  Found  at 

http : //www. ukans .edu/kan sas/wn/oklahoma/ powwow. htm 

[September  8-10,  2000  11th  Annual  Wyandotte  Pow  Wow] 


Friday 
8 PM 


Grand  Entry 
Saturday 

1:30  PM  and  7:30  PM 
Flead  Staff 

Flead  Singer 
Flead  Man  Dancer 
Flead  Lady  Dancer 
Flead  Gourd  Dancer 
Color  Guard 
Arena  Director 
Master  of  Ceremonies 


Sunday 
2:00  PM 


Cozad  Family 
Dohn  Gibson 
Clarice  Buffalohead 
Charlie  Chibitty 
Wyandotte  Honor  Guard 
less  Robedeaux 
Steve  Kinder 


Over  $7,000  in  Prize  Money 
Everyone  Welcome! 

Bring  your  cameras  and  lawn  chairs! 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
Grandparent  Day  Honor 
Dance 

Prizes  for  the  oldest 
Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Present 


Limited  Craft 
and  Food  Booths 
Available : 

Contact  Sherri  Clemons 


For  Additional 
Information  Contact: 

Sherri  Clemons 
Wyandotte  Nation 
P.O.  Box  250 
Wyandotte,  OK  74370 
918-678-2297 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFTS  OR  ACCIDENTS 
ABSOLUTELY  NO  FIREARMS,  DRUGS,  OR  ALCOHOL  ALLOWED! 
POW-WOW  CONTEST  SCHEDULE 


Friday,  Septemer  8 
Evening 

Dr.  Girl's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boys  Straight 
Dr.  Girl's  Dingle 
Women's  Fancy  Shawl 


Saturday,  September  8 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Girl's  Fancy  Shawl 
Men's  Grass 
Women's  Cloth 
Dr.  Boy's  Fancy 

Evening 
Tiny  Tots 

Dr.  Gir's  Buckskin 
Men's  Traditional 
Stomp  Dance  Leader 
Shell  Shaker 


Sunday,  September  10 
Afternoon 

Dr.  Boy's  Traditional 
Men's  Straight 
Women's  Dingle 
Men's  Fancy 


Friday  Night 
49  Contest 
Dennifer  Lunsford 


Activities 

Saturday  Night  Sunday  Morning  Sunday  Morning 
Stop  Dance  Leader  Children's  Games  Closest-to-the-Pin 


& Obstable  Course 


Coordinator 


Golf  Tournament 
Horseshoe 
Tournament 
Chrisie  & Wayne 
Blalock 
Coordinators 

Must  be  registered  and  participate  in  two  Grand  Entries  and  two 
exhibitions  to  qualify  for  contests. 


Shell  Shaker 
Contests  Day 
Blalock 
Coordinator 


Bridget  Cook 
Coordinator 
(Ages  3-12) 


& 


Must  be  registered  in  only  one  category. 

Must  be  in  full  dress  to  receive  contest  monies. 
All  decisions  by  the  committee  are  final! 


Host  Motels: 

Cowskin  Prairie  Motel  918-786-6047 

Best  Western  Inn  of  Miami  918-542-6681 

Limited  Camping  Spaces  Available 


September  16  & 17,  2000 
Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival 

Part  of  the  Annual  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride 

Headman:  Randy  Woodley 

Headlady:  Alaura  Pyle 

Host  Drum:  White  Horse 

MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 

Contact:  Mayor  Sharon  Baron  256  764  3237 

TOT  Coordinator:  Chief  Perry  White  205  672  0371 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 
Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 
Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  lerry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : os sahatchee@hamiltonch amber .org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc . edu> 

Subj : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 


September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 


This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Jasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Jackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Jennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize. 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Tue,  20  Jun  2000  18:23:53  -0700 
From:  Joyce  Foster  <joyter@C2I2.C0M> 

Subj : Coming  Pow-wow  events  in  the  USA. 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-HERITAGE-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU 

From  my  friend  at  Haskell.... 

3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition 

November  24-25 

816-333-7500 

38th  Annual  National  Championship  Pow-wow 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
September  8,  9,  10,  2000 

No  Phone/call  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  info. 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com> 

Subj : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 
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SEPTEMBER  2000 

8-9  Tchefuncte  Powwow.  A Strong  Buffalo  Production  by  Tom  Varnado. 
Tchefuncte  Family  Campground,  54492  Campground  Rd.,  Folsom,  LA. 
Info:  (225)  665-5650  or  1-888-280-1953 
WWW . TCHEFUNCTECAMPGROUND . COM 

8-10  3rd  Annual  Indian  Summer  Powwow.  Credit  Island,  Davenport, 
IA.  Info:  Less  (319)  381-3547 

8- 10  Moberly  Powwow.  Rothwell  Park,  Moberly,  MO.  Info:  (270) 
886-8033. 

9- 10  The  Native  Friendship  Centre  of  Montreal's  19th  Annual 
Traditional  Pow  Wow.  The  Bonsecours  Island,  in  the  Old  Port  of 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada.  Info:  I. Kent  (514)  499-1854;  Fax:  (514) 
499-9436  E-mail:  powwow@nfcm.org 

15  7th  Annual  St.  Francois  River  Powwow.  Industrial  Park, 
Farmington,  MO  Info:  (573)756-6702  or  (573)  756-3658 

15-17  St  Francis  River  Contest  Powwow.  Mineral  Area  College,  Park 
Hills,  MO.  Info:  (573)  358-7633. 

15-17  8th  Eastern  Shawnee  Powwow.  Tribal  Complex  west  of  Seneca, 
Oklahoma  800/957-2435 

15-17  Shadow  of  the  Buffalo  Powwow.  Clear  Creek  Park.  Shelbyville, 
KY  Info: (502)  451-0384 

15- 16  26th  Annual  American  Ind.  Alliance  Powwow.  Butte  Civic 
Center,  Butte  MT  Info:  (406)  782-0461 

16  TIHA  Annual  Fall  Powwow.  Robinson  Park,  Llano,  TX.  Info:  (817) 
797-8152. 

16- 17  10th  Paw  Paw  Moon  Festival.  State  Park,  Springfield,  OH 
Info:  (419)  238-0197 

16-17  17th  Annual  American  Indian  Days.  Balboa  Park,  San  Diego,  CA 
Info: (619)  281-5964 

16-17  14th  Annual  Bedford  Powwow.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers  V.A.  Medical 
Center,  Bedford,  Mass.  Info:  (978)  667-6498  or  (781)  275-7500. 
16-17  6th  Annual  Harvest  Powwow:  In  Honor  of  the  Ancestors. 
Mokena,  IL.  Info:  (630)  961-9323. 

16-17  8th  Annual  Four  Winds  Powwow.  Special  Events  Center, 

Killeen,  TX  Info:  (254)699-3167  or  (254)  520-6169 

18-22  5th  Annual  Powwow  Cruise.  Carnival  Cruise  Lines,  Los 

Angeles,  CA  Info:  (760)  369-2232 

20- 22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,000  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  663-2313  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email:  3FLMW@aol.com 

21- 24  28th  National  Indian  Days.  White  Swan  Pavilion,  White  Swan, 
Washington  Info:  (509)865-5121  ext.  274 

22- 24  10th  Casino  Morongo  Powwow.  Casino  Grounds,  Cabazon,  CA 
Info:  (909)849-3080  ext.  274 

22-24  2nd  Celebration  of  Sobriety.  HTE  Powwow  Grounds,  Hayward,  WI 
Info:  (715)634-5806 

22-24  Grand  Bois  Intertribal  Powwow.  Grand  Bois  State  Park, 

Bourg,  LA.  Info:  (504)  594-1068, 

22-24  5th  Annual  Blanchard  Indian  Pow  Wow.  Millstream  Fairgrounds 
East  Sandusky  St.  Findlay,  Ohio. Traders  by  invitation.  Info:  Billy 
Nelson  (419)  423-8194  or  Dawn  La  Roche  E-  Mail: 
dawncoyote@webtv . net 

22-24  6th  Annual  Council  Tree  Powwow.  Confluence  Park,  Delta, 
Colorado.  $23,000  prize  money,  19  Traditional  Dance  Categories, 
Drum  Contest  $1000  1st.  place;  Miss  Indian  Colorado  xiv  Pageant. 
Info:  Wilma  or  Glenna  1-800-874-1741  or  counciltree@doci.net  or 
visit  www.counciltreepowwow.org 

23  Wood  Lake  Powwow  sponsored  by  The  Northern  Hoop  and  LaSalle 


Council  Camp  Masters.  South  of  Hones,  Mich,  on  M40.  Info:  (616) 

663-5665  or  email:  woodlakepowwow@cs.com 

23  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23-24  Mountain  in  the  Sky  Powwow.  Belleayre  Ski  Center, 

Highmount,  NY.  Info:  ( 914)  254-5782. 

23-24  South  Celebration  Powwow.  Oakes  Filed,  South  Charleston,  WV 
Info:  (800)238-9488 

23-24  Blanchard  Powwow.  Fair  Grounds,  Findlay,  OH  Info: 

(419)423-8194 

23-24  25th  Indian  Festival.  DeSoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL 
Info:  (205)378-7252 

23  American  Indian  Days  Celebration.  St.  Joseph  Indian  School, 
Chamberlain,  SD  Info:  (605)734-3300 

23-24  Northeastern  Powwow.  Roy  Wilkins  Park,  Jamaica,  NY 
Info: (516)226-5306  or  (718)978-7200 

23-24  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23  Northern  Plains  Powwow.  Elmond  Center,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  Info: 
(800)658-4797 

23-24  15th  Annual  Powwow.  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg,  GA.  Info: 
powwowdcr@aol . com 

23-24  7th  Corpus  Christi  Christi  Intertribal.  Memorial  Colisium, 

Corpus  Christi,  TX  Info:  (361)883-9980  or  (361)  643-0399 

29  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek  Commeration.  Tribal  Grounds,  Mt.  Vernon, 

AL  Info:  (334)829-5500 

30  First  Annual  T.P.R.C.  Benefit  Powwow.  Odessa  College  Sports 
Arena,  Odessa  College,  Odessa,  TX.  Info:  (915)  536-2415. 
avalonb@nwol . net;  http : //tprc . freeservers . com 

29-Oct  1 Powwow.  Irvine  McDowell  Park,  Richmond,  KY 

29-Oct  1 3rd  Annual  Lenape  Tears  Powwow.  McCall&#8217; s Farm,  Route  443, 
Lehighton,  PA.  Info:  (570)  788-3330.  qthawk@csrlink.net 

29- Oct  1 6th  Annual  Spirits  Powwow.  Spirits  in  the  Oaks,  Joslin, 

IL  Info:  (309)944-3894  or  (309)887-4831 

30- Oct  1 Honor  White  Wolf  Powwow.  Town  Hall,  Dighton,  MA  Info: 
(508)880-6887 

30-Oct  1 6th  Annual  Waimea  Powwow.  Waimea  Ballpark,  Hawaii  (Big 
Island),  HI.  Info:  (808)  885-5569. 

30-Oct  7 The  Chickasaw  Indian  Festival.  Tishomingo,  Oklahoma. 

Expected  attendance  is  40,000.  Contact  Janet  Reed  at 
1-580-371-2040  or  you  may  use  this  e mail  address  for  forwarding 
barsue@brightok.net 

30-Oct  1 Northeastern  Native  American  Memorial  Powwow.  Roy 
Wilkin&#8217; s Park,  Jamaica,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  (718)  978-7057  or  (516) 
226-5306. 

OCTOBER  2000 

6-7  First  Annual  Save  the  Land  Foundation  Festival,  Volusia  County 
Fair  Grounds  Rt.44  Deland,  FI.  Info.  904-441-8005  (Dale  Woodfin.) 

6-8  14th  Annual  Black  Hills  Powwow  & Arts  Expo,  the  Rushmore  Plaza 
Civic  Center,  Rapid  City,  SD.  Info:  (605)  341-0925. 
bhpowwow@rapidnet . com,  www. rapidnet . com/~bhpowwow 
6-8  Red  Crow  Powwow.  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY. 

6-8  10TH  Annual  Heritage  Powwow.  Traditional  Indian  Dance, 

Cahokia  Mounds  Historic  Site,  Collinsville,  Illinois 
Contact-Lowell  Davis  217-688-2442 

6-8  7th  Annual  Grand  Celebration.  Grand  Casino  Coushatta.  Kinder, 

LA.  Info:  1-800-584-7263  ext  7676 

6-8  Rainbow  Dancers  Powwow.  Buffalo  Ranch,  Farmer  City,  IL.  Info: 

(309)  968-6848  or  walkhawk2@ntslink.net 

7 Traditions  in  the  Making  Powwow.  Millard  County  Fair  Building, 

Delta,  UT.  Info:  (435)  864-2400.  email:  helena@gavtron.com  or 
visit : www.traditionsinthemaking.com 

7 2nd  Annual  Miss  Inidna  Teen  World  2000  Powwow.  Fort  Mcdowell 
Indian  Reservation,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ.  Info: 
mourningstar@uswest . net 


7 3rd  Annual  American  Indian  Festival.  Homewood  Park,  near 
Birmingham,  AL.  Info:  (205)  870-1095. 

7 Second  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Day  in  New  York 
City-Madison  Avenue.  One  Day  Only!!!  Info:  Chief  Red  Deer  -212 
666-9478  or  718  292-1519  or  516  292-9447. 

7-8  9th  Annual  Chukchansi  Celebration  Powwow.  46575  RD  417, 

Coarsegold,  CA.  Info:  (559)  683-6633. 

7-8  26th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Thomas  Square,  Donwtown 
Honolulu,  HI.  Info:  (808)  734-5171. 

7-8  10th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Day  of  the  Wolf.  Nelson  Cty 
Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY.  Info:  (502)  348-0425  or  email: 
bryant@bardstown . com 

13- 15  2000  Clarksville  Area  Powwow  &#8220jHonor  the  Ancestors&#8221; . Outside 
Port  Royal  State  Park,  50  NE  of  Nashville,  TN  (exit  11,  1-24 

west).  Info:  (931)  326-5837  or  nccircle@webmail.bellsouth.net 

14- 15  Kauai  Powwow  2000.  Kapaa  Beach  Park,  Kapaa,  HI.  Info:  (808) 

335-8588. 

14-15  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Veteans  Powwow. 

Honoring  All  Veteans.  Railroad  Museum  Park,  Fort  Payne,  AL.  Info: 

Jerry  Lang  (256)  492-5217. 

14-15  American  Indian  Gathering  - Year  of  the  Children.  College 
Dome,  Community  College  of  Beaver  Cty,  Monaca,  PA.  Info:  (724) 

774-9098. 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow  Honoring  Our  Yourth  of  the 
Peter  Skene  Odgen  Community  School,  100  Mile  House,  British 
Columbia,  Canada.  Info:  John  Archie  at : 1-250-395-2461  ext. 213  or 
email  brave_26@yahoo.com 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow,  Peter  Skene  Ogden&#8217j s Gathering 
Our  Dancers.  100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Info: 
www.genocities.com/brave_26/pow-wow.html  or  phone  (250)  395-2461 
ext  213. 

20-22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,00  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email : ossa hat chee@hamilton chamber . org. 

20- 22  Powwow  at  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Union,  KY 

21  Texas  Lumbee  Powwow.  Hearne  East  Side  Park,  Hearne,  TX.  Info: 

Alleen  Perkins  (979)  828-4977. 

21- 22  3rd  Annual  Octoraro  Native  American  Fall  Festival.  Camp 
John  Ware,  Southern  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Info:  Harry  (717) 

284-3427. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 

GA.  Contact:  Jerry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 

961-5567. 

3- 5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 

Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 

TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www. ties . I<12.mn.  us/~raygor/powwow/pwinfo.  html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 

994-4882. 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 

757-2085. 

10- 12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 

Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10-12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 


Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11-20  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
Dackson.  Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  Prairie  Winds  Powwow.  Bartle  Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  (913) 
768-4798 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253) -596-1139 . 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
DUNE  2001 

2-3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 
National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

SEPTEMBER  & OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Sept.  9-10:  Sequoyah  Fall  Festival,  at  the  Sequoyah  Birthplace  Museum, 
Vonore,  TN.  Info:  Vickie  Smith  (865)  609-7009  or  579-1384. 

Sept.  15-17:  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast 
Alabama,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL.  Info:  Linda  Bricknell, 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL  35989  (256)  635-0024,  or 
ctnealoff ice@juno . com . 

Sept.  16-17:  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Pow  Wow, 
Waterloo,  AL.  The  ride  begins  at  Ross's  Landing  near  Chattanooga,  TN, 
continues  to  McFarland  Park  in  Florence,  AL,  then  ends  up  in  Waterloo,  where 
the  festival  will  be  held.  Hours:  Saturday,  9am  - until;  Sunday,  1pm  - 5pm. 
Free  admission.  MC:  Gary  Smith 

Info:  Florence/Lauderdale  Co.  Tourism  (256)  740-4141. 

Sept.  16-17:  Ft.  Toulouse  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Ft.  Toulouse/Dackson 
Park,  Wetumpka,  AL.  1700's  re-enactors  will  demonstrate  the  lifeways  of 


French  soldiers  & area  Indians.  Hours:  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Ned  lenkins,  Fort 
Toulouse/lackson  Park,  2521  West  Fort  Toulouse  Road,  Wetumpka,  AL  36092 
(334)  567-3002. 

Sept.  23-24:  September  Indian  Fest,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL. 
This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  there  will  be  demonstration  dances,  story 
telling,  etc.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  arts  & crafts. 
Hours:  9am  - 5:30pm.  Info:  3oe  Beckham,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  5181  Desoto 
Caverns  Pkwy.,  Childersburg,  AL  35044  (800)  933-2283. 

Sept.  29:  MOWA  Choctaw  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival  & Annual  Re-enactment  of 
the  Treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  at  the  MOWA  Reservation,  1080  West  Red 
Fox  Road,  Mount  Vernon,  AL.  Info:  Todd  Hohnston,  Route  1,  Box  390-D, 
McIntosh,  AL  36560  (334)  944-2789. 

Sept.  30-Oct.  1:  The  Eagle's  Message  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Limestone  County 
Sheriffs  Rodeo  Arena,  Hwy.  99,  Athens,  AL.  HD:  Red  Hawk  Singers;  MC:  Dohn 
Smith  & Ronnie  Ray.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults,  $2.00  Seniors  over  55  & 
children  ages  6-12,  free  for  children  under  6.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 7pm; 
Sunday,  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Marie  Hill  (256)  729-1968  or  3udy  Southard,  29721 
Easter  Ferry  Road,  Lester,  AL  35647. 

Oct.  4-7:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  at  Moundville  Archaeological 
Park,  Hwy.  69,  Moundville,  AL.  Hours:  Wednesday  thru  Friday,  9am  -4pm; 
Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Kirk  Lueg,  Box  870340,  Moundville,  AL  35487-0340 
(205)  348-2136. 

Oct.  6-7:  36th  Annual  Boaz  Harvest  Festival  & 3rd  Annual  Pow  Wow,  on  the 
corner  lot  between  Billy  Blvd.  & Hwy.  205,  in  front  of  1st  Baptist  Church  in 
Boaz,  AL.  Free  admission.  GE  at  9am  each  day,  bonfire  at  7pm  Saturday.  HM: 
Running  Horse  Spirit;  HL:  Sherry  Crabtree;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  AD:  Gary 
Redwolf;  ST:  MoonShadow;  HD:  TBA.  Special  guests:  recording  artist  Dave 
"White  Wolf"  Trezak;  championship  bow  maker  limmy  Taylor.  Demonstrations  of 
flint  knapping  & coil  pottery  making,  Indian  arts  & crafts,  flute  music,  fry 
bread,  etc.  Info:  Morrisons  (256)  593-7336,  McAllisters  (256)  881-8020,  or 
Williamsons  (256)  582-0014. 

Oct.  7:  3rd  Annual  Homewood  Indian  Festival,  at  Homewood  Park,  corner  of 
Oxmoor  Road  & Central  Avenue,  Homewood,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 6pm.  Free 
admission.  In  case  of  rain,  the  event  will  be  held  inside  the  Recreation 
Center  at  the  park.  All  intertribal  dancers  invited.  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence;  HL:  Raven  Woods;  ST:  Two  Dogs;  MC:  3im  Standing 
Fox.  Info:  (205)  870-1095  fram  10am  - 7pm,  M-F. 

Oct.  15-16:  Festival  of  the  Singing  Rivers,  McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL. 
This  festival  celebrates  & teaches  the  culture  & history  of  Native  Americans 
through  arts  & crafts,  story  telling  & hands-on  demonstrations.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  Info: 
Florence/Lauderdale  Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35650  (256) 
740-4141. 

Oct.  14-15:  8th  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow  & Festival, 
at  Union  Park  in  Fort  Payne,  AL.  This  event  is  open  to  all  Veterans.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  9am  - 5pm.  MC:  Gary  Smith  Info:  Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum, 

PO  Box  681420,  Ft.  Payne,  AL  35968  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  21:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park,  3101 
Burritt  Dr.,  Huntsville,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of 
Native  American  traditions  & lifeways,  including  hands-on  demonstrations  & 
Kids  Korner  activities.  Hours:  10am  - 4pm.  Info:  jeff  Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  21-22:  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Wetumpka,  AL.  See 
Sept.  16-17  listing  for  details.  Info:  Ned  lenkins  (334)  567-3002. 


Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Iackson 


Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  Dudi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


"RE : Adopt  a Grandparent  Program"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Aug  2000  12:36:40  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

Subj : AGP  news 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Saturday,  August  19,  2000  7:57  PM 
From:  Adopt  a Grandparent  Program 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

DearFriend . . 

We  ask  you  to  respond  to  this  request,  and  pass  it 
on  to  email  friends  in  your  circle. 

Congratulations  to  : 

Dr.  Marijah  McCain  of  Mountain  View  Arizona  who  is  our 
first  online  winner  of  a beautiful  hand  made  Star  Quilt 
donated  quilt  by  Sophie  Little  Bull 

And  Deff  Brumbeau  of  Chicago  Illinois  is  our  first  Winner 
in  through  the  mail  Donations.  He  Has  won  a Star  Quilt 
as  well. 

These  are  the  winners  of  The  Adopt  A Grandparents 
first  on-line  and  through  the  mail 
Star  Quilt  fundraiser  of  last  month. 

We  hope  you  will  enjoy  your  Beautiful  Star  Quilts! 

AGP ' s QUILT  A MONTH  CLUB.. 

Two  Star  Quilts  donated  by  the  AGP  Elders  Quilting  Circle 
made  by  Josephine  Fast  Wolf  and  Sophie  Little  Bull 
are  the  prizes  for  the  largest  on-line  donation 
and  the  largest  by  mail  donation 

to  the  Adopt  A Grandparent  Program  by  September  30th 

Help  provide  food,  electricity  and  propane  to  Lakota  Elders 
on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

AGP  Elders  Emergency  fund  needs  replenishment 
Since  January,  we  have  had  an  unprecedented  amount  of  requests 
>from  Elders  for  propane,  electricity  and  food.  Due  to  tribal  instability 
regular  support  to  elders  on  Pine  Ridge  has  not  been  met.  This  has 
created  a deluge  of  requests  and  has  put  our  Elders  Emergency 
Fund  at  the  bottom  of  its  resources. 

Please  send  in  your  donation  to  the  emergency  fund  so  we  won't 
have  to  say  no  to  these  elders..  With  the  help  of  AGP  members 
and  friends,  hopefully  we  can  avert  this  dilemma  with  some  new 
green  energy  in  the  form  of  contributions  to  the  Emergency  Fund. 

Come  on  people,  lets  get  this  going! 

A beautiful  Star  Quilt  maybe  yours! 

To  see  the  Quilts,  clickon  to  the  AGP  website 
(http://www.adoptagrandparent.com)  to  see  our  web  site 
(http: //www. givingca pit al . com/c ampa ign_content / campa ign_home. adp? 
campaigned =1578) 

for  our  page  on  Giving  Capital  where  you  may  contribute  immediately 
online  using  credit  card.  adoptagrandparent@taosnet . com  to  contact 
us  by  email. 

CANTE  MITAWA  KICI  HUNKAKEPI  OB  MANI  (Lakota) 

"My  Heart  will  Walk  with  the  Elders" 


The  Adopt  A Grandparent  Program  is  a project  of  Mountain 
Light  Center  a part  of  Southwest  Learning  Centers  Inc. 
a non  profit  educational  Organization.  -- 

CANTE  MITAWA  KICI  HUNKAKEPI  OB  MANI  (Lakota) 

"My  Heart  will  Walk  with  the  Elders" 

-AGP- 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 

"RE : New  Class  Offers  Unity  to  Indian  Students"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Aug  2000  08:32:08  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  08-21-2000 
Forwarded  by  lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

New  class  offers  unity  to  Indian  students 
BY  DODI  RAVE  LEE 
Lincoln  Hournal  Star 
8/20/2000 

A first-ever  Lincoln  Public  Schools  high  school  course  aims  to  increase 
American  Indian  students'  success  by  keeping  them  together  in  class  - at 
least  for  one  period  a day.  "Native  Americans  need  a class  they  can  go  to 
and  make  identification  with  other  native  students,"  said  Nikki  Menard,  an 
Oglala  Lakota  who  teaches  English  at  Northeast  High  School's  SCORE  program 
for  at-risk  youth.  "It  will  be  a good  setting  for  them  to  take  ownership 
of  their  educations." 

Lincoln  High  School  will  be  the  only  school  in  the  district  to  pilot  the 
class,  which  begins  Monday.  If  it  succeeds  in  improving  indigenous 
students'  graduation  rates,  attendance  and  scholastic  achievement  levels, 
the  Native  Scholars  course  may  be  introduced  to  other  schools  in  the 
district . 

"We'll  try  it  this  year  and  hopefully  find  out  what  works  and  what 
doesn't  work,"  said  Lincoln  High  Principal  Mike  Wortman.  "It  might  be 
possible  that  some  of  the  concepts  work  and  help  students  be  successful. 

The  district  might  expand  some  of  those  ideas  into  the  other  schools." 

The  pilot  class  will  help  provide  a support  system  for  native  youths  who, 
locally  and  nationally,  tend  to  have  the  highest  dropout  rates  and  lowest 
academic  achievement  levels  among  all  student  groups. 

Only  half  of  the  eight  native  seniors  who  attended  Lincoln  High  last 
year  graduated  in  May. 

"Our  goal  is  to  increase  graduation  rates,  grades  and  attendance  records 
and  create  a more  visible  presence  of  native  students  through  involvement 
and  participation  in  academic  classes,"  said  Mary  Dickinson,  a Lincoln 
High  English  teacher  who  will  oversee  the  Native  Scholars  course. 

The  groundbreaking  class  marks  a different  approach  to  educating 
indigenous  youth.  Historically,  educators  have  tried  to  isolate  and 
assimilate  them  into  mainstream  society. 

Dickinson  said  the  school  is  attempting  to  create  a more  comfortable 
learning  environment  for  the  three  dozen  or  so  native  youth.  Too  often, 
she  said,  they  become  faceless  in  the  2,000-plus  student  body. 

"Research  shows  that  students  who  are  not  part  of  a majority  need 
camaraderie, " said  Thomas  Christy,  LPS  administrator  for  multicultural 
education.  "They  need  to  feel  they  have  relationships.  Part  of  this  pilot 
is  to  help  them  develop  more  positive  relationships  with  staff  who  can 
help  them  in  school.  They  are  so  few  and  sometimes  they  get  lost  in  the 
shuffle. " 

So  far,  25  of  the  school's  some  35  native  students  have  signed  up  for 
the  class. 

"We  have  asked  Native  American  students  if  they  want  to  be  a part  of 
this,"  said  Wortman  who  is  also  a member  of  the  state  Advisory  Council  for 


Native  American  Education.  "If  other  people  want  to  be  involved,  we  will 
deal  with  them  on  an  individual  basis.  We  try  to  put  students  in  programs 
that  help  them  the  most." 

Students  who  attended  a back-to-school  get-together  last  week  at  Lincoln 
High  talked  about  their  hopes  and  expectations  for  the  pilot  class.  They 
see  it  as  a way  to  spend  time  with  others  who  share  their  values  and 
beliefs  and  experience  the  same  barriers  and  uncertainties  in  high  school. 

They  also  see  the  course  as  a way  to  find  answers  to  their  questions, 
and  they  have  many:  How  did  Sitting  Bull  really  die?  Why  haven't  we 
learned  about  the  American  Indian  Movement?  Was  Christopher  Columbus  a 
bloodthirsty  pirate  or  a heroic  navigator? 

Seventeen-year-old  Regina  Grant,  a senior,  offered  her  own  explanation 
for  what  students  say  is  a lack  of  information  in  their  education. 

"Native  American  people  are  the  most  underrepresented  people  in  the 
United  States  and  in  North  America,"  she  said.  "Something  should  be  done." 

That's  what  school  administrators,  teachers,  parents  and  community 
members  had  in  mind  when  they  began  talking  last  fall  about  ways  to  create 
a more  successful  environment  for  indigenous  students. 

"We  realized  we  hadn't  tried  all  the  things,  yet,"  Wortman  said. 

They  also  listened  to  the  voices  of  young  scholars. 

Students  have  been  vocal  for  the  past  two  years  about  their  need  to 
spend  more  time  together  and  learn  more  about  contemporary  and  historical 
issues  relevant  to  Indian  Country,  said  Dickinson,  who  is  also  an  adviser 
for  Lincoln  High's  Native  American  Caucus  group. 

In  April,  Wortman  gave  Dickinson  the  go-ahead  to  start  planning  the 
pilot  program  for  this  school  year. 

Students  enrolled  in  the  course  will  earn  five  credit  hours  each 
semester. 

Dickinson  is  seeking  grant  money  to  bring  native  advisers  into  the 
seventh-period  class  to  help  with  course  instruction  and  development. 
Although  instructors  will  meet  specific  criteria  outlined  for  the  course, 
a number  of  areas  will  remain  a work  in  progress  for  at  least  the  next 
year . 

Grant,  who  attended  the  Native  American  Preparatory  School  in  Rowe,  N.M., 
last  year,  has  had  the  opportunity  to  learn  about  native  issues  in  school. 
But  this  will  the  first  time  she's  had  the  opportunity  to  do  so  in  Lincoln. 

"It's  about  time,"  she  said. 

Said  Dickinson:  "I  think  it's  going  to  be  a great  year  for  all  of  us." 

"RE : The  Native  Arts  High  School  Now  Open"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Aug  2000  13:11:08  -0500 
From:  Sandra  Turpin  <turpi002@tc . umn . edu> 

Subj : Please  post 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

PLEASE  POST  AND  SHARE 

The  Native  Arts  High  School  (NAHS)  is  now  open  for  the  school  year  2000-2001 

The  NAHS  will  serve  students  in  grades  7-12  in  the  Minneapolis  metro  area. 
The  NAHS  is  a new  charter  school  that  places  a special  emphasis  on  Native 
Arts,  Culture,  History  and  community  as  the  basis  for  academic  excellence. 

The  NAHS  has  current  openings  in  all  grades  and  is  accepting  applications. 
Interviews  are  integral  to  the  application  process  and  we  are  scheduling 
enrollment  interviews  now. 

Native  Arts  High  School  --  Mission 

The  Native  Arts  High  School  (NAHS)  is  a place  where  culture  and  academics 
intersect;  through  the  arts  students  will  be  motivated  to  learn  and  will 
become  self  -motivated  learners.  We  understand  art  as  a vehicle  for  healing 
and  learning,  for  integrating  academic  subjects  and  applied  skills,  and  for 
teaching  self-discipline  and  follow-through  to  young  people.  We  value  art 
as  related  to  the  total  well  being  of  our  children  and  central  to  the 
revitalization  of  our  Native  communities. 

We  see  students  at  the  Native  Arts  High  School  both  as  active  community 


members  (service  learning)  and  as  recipients  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
community  (apprenticeships  and  mentoring).  Like  many  other  Native  schools, 
this  school  will  strive  to  be  a part  of  the  community,  not  stand  apart  from 
it.  Through  strong  extended  family  participation,  the  school  will  come  to  be 
known  as  a community  center  for  learning  and  culture.  A place  where  elders 
will  want  to  share  their  life  stories,  a place  where  fledgling  artists  can 
hone  their  skills.  We  view  the  school  as  the  central  hub  of  a wheel,  where 
arts  and  community  will  flourish  all  around  us. 

The  Native  Arts  High  School  is  a place  for  young  people  to  gain  access  to 
all  forms  of  the  arts.  NAHS  will  incorporate  art  projects  into  all  learning 
areas.  Students  will  graduate  from  the  NAHS  with  a portfolio  of  their  work 
that  will  be  a valuable  tool  towards  enrollment  into  post  secondary 
schooling. 

The  first  two  weeks  of  school  will  be  held  at  Historic  Fort  Snelling. 
Transportation  will  be  provided  for  students  in  the  Minneapolis  area. 

**  Highlights  of  the  Native  Arts  High  School 
Three  major  productions  during  the  school  year:  a Theatrical  production,  an 
Art  Show  and  a Music  Production. 

Interdisciplinary  teaching  and  learning  settings 

Mentorships  and  Apprenticeships 

Post  Secondary  Options  available 

Strong  emphasis  on  art 

Strong  emphasis  on  culture 

Strong  emphasis  on  Native  History 

Validating  Native  cultural  knowledge  as  a valuable  educational  resource. 

For  APPLICATIONS  AND  INTERVIEWS:  Call  the  NAHS  612-870-1723  x20,  or  xl6,  or 
exl2  and  ask  for  Dorene,  Lisa  or  Doy  - please  leave  messages  at  xl6  only. 

"RE : American  Indian  Music  Embracing  New  Ground"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Sep  2000  10:56:51  +0200 
From:  "Gioia"  <bizhiyou@tiscalinet.it> 

Subj : An  article  taken  from  a famous  on-line  music  magazine... 

Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 
American  Indian  Music  Embracing  New  Ground 

Medicine  Dream,  Lunar  Drive,  others  mix  tribal  music  with  rock,  rap,  techno. 
The  Orange  County  Register 

American  Indian  music  has  long  been  relegated  to  the  folk,  world  and  New 
Age  bins  at  record  stores  across  the  country.  This  is  a regrettable  irony, 
since  the  music  is  about  as  American  as  you  can  get. 

But  a revival  of  the  music  has  been  taking  shape  over  the  past  few  years, 
and  record  stores  and  the  industry  are  finally  paying  attention. 

"People  are  just  discovering  what's  out  on  their  doorsteps  right  now," 
said  Paul  Pike,  lead  singer  and  songwriter  for  the  Alaska  intertribal  band 
Medicine  Dream.  "I'm  happy  it  is  starting  to  get  recognized.  But  I wish  to 
heck  it  was  happening  a lot  longer  ago." 

"I'm  happy  [American  Indian  music]  is  starting  to  get  recognized.  But  I 
wish  to  heck  it  was  happening  a lot  longer  ago."  - Paul  Pike,  singer/ 
songwriter.  Medicine  Dream 

The  recent  announcement  of  a Best  Native  American  Album  category  at  the 
2001  Grammy  Awards  crystallizes  the  genre's  arrival. 

The  Grammy  development  didn't  happen  overnight:  The  New  York-based  Native 
American  Music  Association  has  been  lobbying  the  Recording  Academy  for  the 
category  since  the  mid-1990s.  And  Phoenix-based  Canyon  Records  has  been 
releasing  high-quality  American  Indian  albums  for  the  past  five  decades. 

But  numbers  have  had  a big  influence.  The  number  of  American  Indian  albums 
released  every  year  has  almost  tripled  since  1994,  said  Ellen  Bello,  CEO  and 
president  of  the  Native  American  Music  Association.  Tower  Records,  HMV, 

Barnes  & Nobles  and  Borders  now  have  American  Indian  sections,  and  airplay 
has  increased  substantially. 


Music  Not  Entirely  New 


The  music's  production  is  by  no  means  a recent  phenomenon.  Tribes  have 
been  performing  powwow,  peyote  and  ceremonial  songs  for  hundreds  of  years. 
But  recorded  music  by  Indians  for  Indians  (and  a broader  audience)  isn't 
much  older  than  rock  'n'  roll  itself. 

In  1951  Ed  Lee  Natay  recorded  Navajo  Singer,  a collection  of  Navajo, 

Hopi,  Kiowa,  Tewa,  Zuni  and  Pueblo  songs,  on  Canyon  Records. 

Navajo  and  Ute  flutist  R.  Carlos  Nakai  recorded  his  first  of  many  albums 
on  Canyon  in  1982.  His  1989  album.  Canyon  Trilogy,  is  the  first  American 
Indian  gold  record,  with  more  than  500,000  copies  sold. 

Activist  John  Trudell  (Santee  Sioux)  and  singer/songwriter  Bill  Miller 
(Mohican)  are  often  cited  as  the  first  artists  to  bring  the  music  mixed  with 
rock,  folk  and  country  to  a wider,  non-Indian  audience.  Trudell  has  long 
collaborated  with  lackson  Browne,  and  Miller  has  toured  with  Pearl  lam  and 
Tori  Amos. 

But  it  was  Robbie  Robertson  (Mohawk),  legendary  guitarist  for  The  Band, 
who  really  broke  down  mainstream  doors  with  his  remarkable  1994  album. 

Music  for  the  Native  Americans,  a soundtrack  for  a documentary  series  on 
the  Turner  TV  network.  Robertson  brought  together  a host  of  Indian  artists 
including  Ulali,  Walela,  Kashtin,  the  Silvercloud  Singers  and  lim  Wilson 
under  Capitol  Records'  expansive  tent.  The  album  combines  traditional 
chants  and  instruments  with  rock  and  electronic  effects. 

"No  one  knew  about  his  Indian  heritage  until  that  recording,"  Bello  said. 
"He  was  pivotal  in  launching  the  movement.  While  a lot  of  artists  were  doing 
the  same  kind  of  work  at  the  same  time,  Robertson  had  more  mainstream 
success . " 

Robertson  pushed  the  genre  even  further  with  1998 's  Contact  From  the 
Underworld  of  Redboy,  a fantastic  mix  of  rock,  Indian  sounds,  hip-hop  and 
electronics  that  includes  such  tracks  as  "The  Code  of  Handsome  Lake" 
(RealAudio  excerpt).  While  underappreciated  in  terms  of  sales.  Contact  did 
earn  Robertson  a Grammy  nomination  in  the  world  music  category. 

Of  course,  dozens  of  Indian  artists  have  been  recording  and  performing 
since  before  Robertson's  well-received  releases.  Doanne  Shenandoah 
(Iroquois),  Sharon  Burch  (Navajo),  Robert  Miribal  (Taos  Pueblo),  Robert 
Tree  Cody  (Maricopa-Dakota)  and  Litefoot  (Cherokee)  have  been  touring  and 
releasing  albums  for  years. 

The  most  recent  development  in  Indian  music  is  an  embrace  of  contemporary 
European  and  American  styles,  such  as  rock,  jazz,  blues,  techno,  even  rap. 

Contemporary  Influences  Enveloped 

Trudell  mixes  blues  and  Lou  Reed-esque  narratives  with  traditional  Indian 
vocals  on  his  latest.  Blue  Indians.  Clan/destine  combine  rock,  acoustic, 
reggae  and  Indian  instruments  on  their  first,  eponymous  release  and  the  most 
recent.  Deeply  Rooted.  Medicine  Dream  weave  rock  and  folk  with  traditional 
powwow  singing  on  Mawio'mi,  which  includes  the  chant-rock  track  "If  We  Were 
Wolves"  (RealAudio  excerpt).  And  Lunar  Drive  mix  drum  & bass,  trance  and 
dance  beats  with  Indian  chants  on  Here  at  Black  Mesa,  Arizona. 

One  of  the  more  successful  artists  today  is  a rapper,  Litefoot.  His  is  a 
distinctly  urban  approach,  with  raps  about  money,  fame,  cruisin'  and 
surviving  in  today's  crazy  world. 

In  addition  to  rapping,  the  star  of  the  movie  "The  Indian  in  the  Cupboard" 
makes  appearances  on  and  off  the  reservation,  talking  to  youths  about 
cultural  pride  and  avoiding  drugs  and  alcohol. 

All  this  mixing  of  genres  has  left  some  traditionalists  shaking  their 
heads.  Some  Indian  music  is  considered  sacred,  and  sampling  a chant, 
combining  it  with  electronic  sounds  or  even  playing  it  on  the  radio  is 
forbidden . 

"It's  like  playing  with  dynamite,"  one  artist  told  Bello.  "You  have  to  be 
real  careful." 

Most  Indian  musicians  have  been.  "There  is  a cause  for  concern  from  the 
traditional  perspective,"  Bello  said,  "but  [artists]  know  that  if 
traditional  elements  need  to  remain  private,  they  will  be." 

As  for  the  future,  most  artists  are  quite  optimistic.  The  Native  American 
Music  Association  will  host  its  third  annual  Native  American  Music  Awards  on 
Nov.  11  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  and  hundreds  of  musicians,  fans  and  industry 
professionals  are  expected  to  attend. 


"It's  always  got  room  to  grow/'  Medicine  Dream's  Pike  said.  "There  are  so 
many  good  artists  coming  up  now.  It's  like  a wheel  picking  up  speed.  It's 
going  to  go  a lot  farther , and  there's  more  and  more  coming." 

- Richard  Chang 

[ Sat.,  September  2,  2000  3:03  AM  EDT  ] 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  04  Sep  2000  11:26:42  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl .edu> 

Subj : NAC  Topics  + Crazy  Horse  Holiday  + Michael  Dorris  + More... 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Sept  4-8 

2)  Little  Bighorn  & Crazy  Horse  Holiday 

3)  Fighting  for  Sovereignty 

4)  Michael  Dorris  on  New  Letters 

5)  Earthsongs  featuring  Bill  Miller  (Part  2) 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Sept  4-8 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 9/4:  Crisis  at  Burnt  Church: 

Anti-Indian  organizations  and  the  Ontario  Fish  and  Game  Department  are 
squaring  off  against  Aboriginal  fishermen  in  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  The 
battle  is  over  fishing  rights  and  quotas.  First  Nations  people  fear  this 
could  lead  to  an  armed  conflict  if  the  people  are  not  allowed  to  subsist. 
It's  happened  before.  Will  it  happen  again?  Guests  include  Karen 
Somerville,  spokesperson  for  the  Burnt  Church  Aboriginal  community. 

TUE  - 9/5:  Current  Events: 

Oral  arguments  will  begin  in  Washington  D.C.  as  the  U.S.  government  appeals 
its  latest  loss  in  the  Indian  trust  funds  mismanagement  case.  An 
English-only  law  has  reared  its  head  in  Oklahoma  and  tribal  leaders  are 
trying  to  beat  it  down.  Politicians  in  several  states  are  wooing  the  Indian 
vote,  seen  as  a swing-vote  segment  in  some  western  districts.  What  current 
events  are  happening  in  your  community  in  September?  Guests  include  3im 
Gray,  publisher  of  Oklahoma  Indian  Times  newspaper. 

WED  - 9/6:  Blueprint  for  an  Indian  Land  Claim: 

Native  attorneys  specializing  in  land  claims  have  been  working  on  behalf  of 
tribes  for  decades.  Now,  their  tedious  labor  is  paying  off.  Tribes  in 
Texas,  California,  New  York,  Nevada  and  several  other  states  are  suing  for 
land  and  monetary  judgements  based  on  legal  interpretations  of  old  treaties 
and  laws.  Do  all  tribes  have  legal  claim  to  land  and  other  retribution? 
Guests  include  Kevin  Brady,  chairman  of  the  Yomba  Shoshone. 

THU  - 9/7:  Who  Can  Use  Peyote? 

A controversial  case  in  Utah  is  sparking  debate  over  the  peyote  plant.  Due 
to  language  in  the  Native  American  Religious  Freedom  Act,  members  of  the 
Native  American  Church  are  the  only  people  who  can  legally  possess  and  use 
peyote  in  this  country.  But  membership  credentials  are  vague  and  the  law  is 
being  put  to  the  test.  Who  can  legally  possess  peyote  and  who  can  be  a 
member  of  the  Native  American  Church?  Guests  include  attorney  Walter 
Echohawk  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund. 

FRI  - 9/8:  Dental  Care: 

Maybe  you  don't  brush  and  floss  every  day,  but  perhaps  the  Surgeon 
General's  recent  announcement  that  a "silent  epidemic"  of  dental  and  oral 
disease  is  sweeping  the  nation  will  motivate  you.  Prevention  seems  easier 
said  than  done.  Most  Americans  don't  put  very  much  effort  into  keeping 
their  smiles.  We'll  talk  about  how  dental  health  is  a good  indicator  of 
overall  wellness,  and  how  it's  related  to  every  aspect  of  your  health... 
from  heart  disease  and  headaches  to  strokes  and  self-esteem. 

2)  Little  Bighorn  & Crazy  Horse  Holiday 

This  week  on  Different  Drums:  the  Battle  of  Little  Bighorn  from  an  Indian 
perspective,  and  the  movement  to  designate  a national  holiday  honoring 


Crazy  Horse. 

To  listen  to  the  program  ...  just  go  to  http://airos.org/audio.html  and 
click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS  Programming  Online" 

(All  times  are  ET) 

Tuesday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Wednesday:  4am 
Saturday:  5pm 
Sunday:  6am,  5pm 
Monday:  6am 

or  Listen  to  Different  Drums  on  KNBA  with  Windows  Media 
Tuesdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  5pm-6pm  AK  Time 
Visit  the  Different  Drums  website,  at 

http://www.differentdrums.com/thisweek.html  for  links  to  more  information. 

3)  Fighting  for  Sovereignty 

This  week  on  California  Indian  Radio  Project:  Fighting  for  Sovereignty. 

If  dealing  with  the  complexity  of  Federal  Indian  policy  wasn't  enough, 
California  Tribes  are  often  caught  in  a turf  war  between  Washington  and 
Sacramento.  Taxation,  law  enforcement,  gaming,  resource  management,  health, 
and  welfare  are  all  affected. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

4)  Michael  Dorris  on  New  Letters 

In  this  edition  of  New  Letters  on  the  Air,  Michael  Dorris  (Modoc),  reads 
from  his  book  of  essays  "Paper  Trail"  and  talks  about  his  plans  for  the 
future.  This  program  was  originally  recorded  in  1994.  Dorris  passed  away  in 
1997. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

"New  Letters  on  the  Air"  runs  the  following  times 

Wednesdays  7:30pm 

Thursdays  1:30am,  7:30am 

Fridays  10:30am,  4:30pm,  10:30pm 

Saturdays  4:30am,  2:30pm 

Sundays  3:30am,  2:30pm 

Mondays  3:30am 

5)  Earthsongs  featuring  Bill  Miller  (Part  2) 

This  week  on  Earthsongs,  modern  Music  from  Native  America,  Gregg  McVicar 
continues  his  interview  with  award  winning  Mohican  singer/songwriter  Bill 
Miller . 

For  more  information  go  to  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 


emartin2@unl . edu 
402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. . .contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http://www.pbs.org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program  at 
http : //www. nativetelecom . org 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with  the 
subject  heading  unsubscribe 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Janet  Smith,  Patrisia  Gonzales  and  Roberto  Rodriguez  via  Martha  Ture, 
Marsha  Monestersky,  Robert  Dorman,  Chris  Milda,  Harvey  Arden,  Gary  Smith, 
Sumer  W Cree,  Native  Forest  Network,  Treaty  8 Information,  Dohn  D Berry, 
Stephen  Kaufman,  Friends  of  the  Lubicon,  Dale  Mitchell,  Debbie  Sanders, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Jeanette  Russell,  Johnnie  Rustywire, 
Martha  Ture,  Dreamwalker,  Eric  Martin,  Nancy  Thomas,  Sandra  Turpin 


From  gars@netcom.com  Tue  Sep  12  23:32:40  2000 
Date:  Tue,  12  Sep  2000  18:37:28  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.038 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Minnlnd,  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw 
& LPDC  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/arizona/articles/0828gates-on . html 
http: //www. az star net . com/ public/d news/000905 nlndianmoney . html 
http: //www. az star net . com/ publi c/d news/000909SS- PRESTON. html 
http: //www. az star net . com/public/dnews/000909museum. html 
http : //my . aol . com/ news/ story . tmpl? tab le=n&cat=0107&id =00090 50140 544103 
http : //wire . ap . org/APnews/ center_story . html?FRONTID=NATIONAL&STORYID= 
APIS76QKFQ81 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"I  spoke  out  for  many  years  against  the  injustices  Native  people  suffer 
before  they  sent  me  into  prison  for  speaking. ...  I have  not  stopped 
speaking  out  just  because  my  body  has  been  locked  away....  This  vocal 
opposition  and  my  organizing  work  are  the  real  reason  they  have  put  me 
in  prison." 

"I  firmly  believe  even  the  FBI  and  the  U.S.  prosecutors  who  have  worked 
on  this  case  know  I am  not  guilty  of  aiding  and  abetting  murder.  I 
have  never  advocated  violence.  I have  never  used  violence." 

Leonard  Peltier,  Ojibwa-Lakota 

(before  the  8th  Court  of  Appeals,  following  denial  of  a new  trial,  1986) 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

i i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

! to  the  democratic  principles  f 
[ of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

I borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  i 
I States  Constitution,  | 

! so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  _+ 


[ Journey 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


I had  a terrible  time  getting  started  with  the  task  of  editing  and 
assembling  this  week's  issue.  You  have  all  probably  experienced  the  same 
sort  of  block,  apathy,  general  letdown.  My  half-side,  Janet,  is  away 
taking  care  of  some  business  in  Canada.  The  first  signs  of  autumn  are 
here...  it's  cooler,  leaves  are  starting  to  fall.  The  ceremonies  marking 
solstice  at  the  U.  S.  Prison  have  already  met  capricious  demands  and 
rejections  by  the  prison. 

So,  I was  having  a little  trouble  getting  things  rolling.  It  happens. 
Soon,  however,  a few  articles  were  in  place,  the  general  structure  was 
taking  shape;  and  a newsletter  was  coming  together.  It  was  just  a matter 
of  getting  started  and  doing  the  right  thing. 

It  must  have  been  that  way  for  Kevin  Gover.  After  a century  of  neglect, 
mismanagement  and  deceit  by  the  BIA  it  was  finally  time  to  do  the  right 
thing  and  admit  the  U.  S.  had  been  a whole  lot  less  than  honorable  to 


the  Indian  Nations.  He  even  apologized.  It  is  the  very  first  article 
in  this  issue,  after  the  remembrances  of  our  elders  who  have  crossed  over. 
It's  that  first  step  that  has  to  be  taken.  Then  the  second,  and  a third. 
Soon  the  steps  become  a walk,  and  if  continued  the  walk  becomes  a journey. 

We  need  to  encourage  Mr.  Gover  and  the  BIA  to  continue  their  first  steps, 
let  them  become  a walk,  and  hopefully  a journey.  There  are  a few  other 
steps  that  need  to  be  taken.  ...Give  the  Black  Hills  back  to  the  L/N/Dakota. 
...Throw  Peabody  Coal  out  of  Arizona  and  let  the  few  precious  drops  of  water 
go  back  to  providing  life  on  Black  Mesa.  ...Return  the  homelands  of  the 
Cherokee  (as  determined  by  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court).  ...  Restore  the  coast 
and  desert  where  your  wisdom  was  greater  than  Creator's  and  you  saw  need 
for  another  dump.  Tell  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  to  quit  killing 
the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  so  their  cattlemen  can  steal  a few  more  acres  of 
"trust"  land  grass.  ...These  are  just  a few  steps  to  include  in  the  journey 
I pray  you  will  take  and  even  enjoy. 


Oh,  one  more  really  nice  step  the  U.  S.  needs  to  take.  Let  Leonard 
Peltier  go  home  and  see  his  family.  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  a 
few  of  them.  They're  beautiful  people  and  need  their  grandpa. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@nanews . org 
gars@speakeasy.org 
gars@olagrande . net 
gars@sdf .lonestar .org 
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Today:  Obit:  Madeline  Colliflower,  Indian  activist 

Seattle  Times:  Madeline  Colliflower,  Indian  activist,  dies  at  81 
Saturday,  September  9,  2000,  12:00  a.m.  Pacific 
by  The  Associated  Press 

HAYS,  Mont.  - Madeline  Colliflower,  an  American  Indian  activist 
whose  arrest  for  disobeying  a tribal  court  order  in  1963  spawned  the 
Indian  Civil  Rights  Act,  has  died  of  natural  causes.  She  was  81. 

Ms.  Colliflower,  whose  Indian  name  was  Si-Siya,  died  Thursday  at  a 


Billings  hospital.  She  was  one  of  the  last  full-blooded  members  of 
the  Gros  Ventre  tribe. 

Ms.  Colliflower  was  born  in  1919  on  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian 
Reservation . 

She  rose  to  prominence  in  the  Indian  community  in  1963,  when  she 
was  arrested  for  disobeying  a tribal-court  order  to  remove  her  cattle 
from  land  leased  to  another  person. 

Ms.  Colliflower  pleaded  innocent  in  tribal  court,  but  was  found 
guilty  and  sentenced  to  jail. 

She  sued,  arguing  her  constitutional  right  to  due  process  was 
violated  because  the  tribal  judge  also  acted  as  prosecutor  and 
convicted  her  without  allowing  her  to  present  any  evidence  or 
testimony. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  W.3.  lameson  originally  declined  to  hear  the 
case,  saying  federal  courts  lacked  jurisdiction  over  the  Fort  Belknap 
Tribal  Court. 

But  in  1965,  the  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  said  federal 
courts  could  review  tribal-court  decisions. 

The  case  was  returned  to  lameson,  who  ruled  that  Ms.  Colliflower ' s 
rights  were  violated. 

The  decision  led  to  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1968,  which, 
among  other  things,  guarantees  defendants  in  tribal  court  the  same 
rights  provided  in  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Ms.  Colliflower  went  on  to  serve  as  the  first  woman  on  the  Hays- 
Lodgepole  School  Board  and  also  served  as  director  of  the  Community 
Action  Program  at  Fort  Belknap. 

She  also  was  the  secretary/treasurer  of  the  Gros  Ventre  Treaty 
Committee  and  a founding  member  of  the  National  Indian  Women's 
Association,  which  selected  her  as  the  Indian  Woman  of  the  Year 
in  1973. 

She  is  survived  by  a brother  and  sister,  eight  children, 

21  grandchildren  and  nine  great-grandchildren . 

Copyright  (c)  2000  by  The  Associated  Press 

Copyright  (c)  2000  The  Seattle  Times  Company 
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"RE : Salt  River  Tribal  Council  Member  Dies"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Aug  2000  00:47:15  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Salt  River  Tribal  Council  member  dies  of  valley  fever  (Fwd) 

- -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http: //www. arizonarepublic. com/arizona/articles/0828gates-on .html 

Salt  River  Tribal  Council  member  dies  of  valley  fever 

By  Carol  Sowers 

The  Arizona  Republic 

August  28,  2000  11:36 

The  only  member  of  the  Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  Tribal  Council  to  support 
a move  to  share  casino  dividends  with  the  tribe's  6,200  members  has  died. 

Bernett  "Buddy"  Gates,  60,  died  of  valley  fever,  a serious  respiratory 
illness,  last  week,  shortly  after  he  announced  that  he  would  not  run  in 
the  Sept.  5 council  elections  for  a full  four-year-term . 

Gates  had  been  appointed  last  year  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  an 
ousted  council  member  . 

Gates  was  the  only  one  of  nine  council  members  to  back  a move  to  share 
profits  from  the  tribe's  two  Casino  Arizona  gambling  halls  with  tribal 
members.  Opponents,  including  tribal  President  Ivan  Makil,  said  the  money 
is  needed  to  improve  housing,  health-care,  education  and  other  services  on 
the  reservation,  which  shares  borders  with  Mesa  and  Scottsdale. 

Although  casino  profits  are  not  made  public.  Gates  had  insisted  that 
there  would  be  enough  money  to  make  improvements  on  the  reservation  and 
help  impoverished  tribal  members  with  a share  of  the  tribe's  windfall. 

In  a surprise  move,  the  Tribal  Council  last  week  approved  a $2,000 
casino  dividend  to  each  enrolled  member.  That  decision  comes  three  weeks 


before  tribal  members  go  to  the  polls  on  Sept.  21  to  decide  whether  to 
force  the  council  to  divvy  up  35  percent  of  casino  profits  among  enrolled 
members . 

The  special  election  is  the  result  of  a petition  drive  launched  by 
tribal  members  angry  over  the  council's  refusal  to  approve  dividends.  If 
the  ballot  measure  is  approved,  the  council  will  be  forced  to  make  the 
payouts  if  they  are  approved  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Fort  McDowell  Yavapai  Nation  east  of  Fountain  Hills  and  the  Tohono 
O'odham  Nation  near  Tucson  are  the  only  two  of  the  state's  14  gaming 
tribes  to  share  casino  profits  with  tribal  members. 

Garnet  Gates,  the  late  council  member's  nephew,  believes  the  $2,000 
payout  is  an  effort  by  the  tribal  council  to  defuse  support  for  the  ballot 
measure. 

"But  people  will  vote  for  it  anyway,''  he  said. 

Tribal  officials  did  not  immediately  return  phone  calls  seeking  comment 
this  morning. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : u.S.  Official  Apologizes  To  Indians"  

Date:  Sat,  9 Sep  2000  13:16:34  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : U.S.  Official  Apologizes  To  Indians 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

U.S.  Official  Apologizes  To  Indians 
By  Matt  Kelley 
Associated  Press 

Saturday,  September  9,  2000 ; Page  A02 

The  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  apologized  yesterday  for  the 
agency's  "legacy  of  racism  and  inhumanity"  that  included  massacres,  forced 
relocations  of  tribes  and  attempts  to  wipe  out  Indian  languages  and 
cultures . 

"By  accepting  this  legacy,  we  accept  also  the  moral  responsibility  of 
putting  things  right,"  Kevin  Gover,  a Pawnee  Indian,  said  in  an  emotional 
speech  marking  the  agency's  175th  anniversary. 

Gover  said  he  was  apologizing  on  behalf  of  the  BIA,  not  the  federal 
government  as  a whole.  Still,  he  is  the  highest-ranking  U.S.  official  ever 
to  make  such  a statement  regarding  the  treatment  of  Indians.  The  audience  of 
about  300  tribal  leaders,  BIA  employees  and  federal  officials  stood  and 
cheered  as  a teary-eyed  Gover  finished  the  speech. 

"I  thought  it  was  a very  heroic  and  historic  moment,"  said  Susan  Masten, 
chairwoman  of  California's  Yurok  tribe  and  president  of  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians.  "It's  important  for  us  to  begin  to  heal." 
President  Clinton's  chief  adviser  on  Indian  issues,  Lynn  Cutler,  said  Gover 
sent  her  a copy  of  his  speech  late  Thursday  and  the  White  House  did  not 
object  to  it. 

Gover  recited  a litany  of  wrongs  the  BIA  had  inflicted  on  Indians  since  its 
creation  as  the  Indian  Office  of  the  War  Department.  Estimates  vary,  but  the 
agency  is  believed  responsible  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  deaths. 

"This  agency  participated  in  the  ethnic  cleansing  that  befell  the  western 
tribes,"  Gover  said. 

After  the  BIA  became  part  of  the  Interior  Department  in  1849,  Gover  said, 
children  were  brutalized  in  BIA-run  boarding  schools  and  Indian  languages 
and  religious  practices  were  banned. 

"Poverty,  ignorance  and  disease  have  been  the  product  of  this  agency's 
work,"  Gover  said. 

Now,  90  percent  of  the  BIA's  10,000  employees  are  Indian  and  the  agency  has 
changed  into  an  advocate  for  tribal  governments, 
c.  2000  The  Washington  Post  Company 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
cseagle@tc . umn . edu 
Voice/Fax  612/377-4212 
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Remarks  of  Kevin  Gover,  Assistant  Secretary-Indian  Affairs  Department  of 
the  Interior  at  the  Ceremony  Acknowledging  the  175th  Anniversary  of  the 
Establishment  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
September  8,  2000 

In  March  of  1824,  President  lames  Monroe  established  the  Office  of 
Indian  Affairs  in  the  Department  of  War.  Its  mission  was  to  conduct  the 
nation's  business  with  regard  to  Indian  affairs.  We  have  come  together 
today  to  mark  the  first  175  years  of  the  institution  now  known  as  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

It  is  appropriate  that  we  do  so  in  the  first  year  of  a new  century  and 
a new  millennium,  a time  when  our  leaders  are  reflecting  on  what  lies 
ahead  and  preparing  for  those  challenges.  Before  looking  ahead,  though, 
this  institution  must  first  look  back  and  reflect  on  what  it  has  wrought 
and,  by  doing  so,  come  to  know  that  this  is  no  occasion  for  celebration; 
rather  it  is  time  for  reflection  and  contemplation,  a time  for  sorrowful 
truths  to  be  spoken,  a time  for  contrition. 

We  must  first  reconcile  ourselves  to  the  fact  that  the  works  of  this 
agency  have  at  various  times  profoundly  harmed  the  communities  it  was 
meant  to  serve.  From  the  very  beginning,  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs 
was  an  instrument  by  which  the  United  States  enforced  its  ambition 
against  the  Indian  nations  and  Indian  people  who  stood  in  its  path.  And 
so,  the  first  mission  of  this  institution  was  to  execute  the  removal  of 
the  southeastern  tribal  nations.  By  threat,  deceit,  and  force,  these 
great  tribal  nations  were  made  to  march  1,000  miles  to  the  west,  leaving 
thousands  of  their  old,  their  young  and  their  infirm  in  hasty  graves 
along  the  Trail  of  Tears. 

As  the  nation  looked  to  the  West  for  more  land,  this  agency 
participated  in  the  ethnic  cleansing  that  befell  the  western  tribes.  War 
necessarily  begets  tragedy;  the  war  for  the  West  was  no  exception.  Yet 
in  these  more  enlightened  times,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the 
deliberate  spread  of  disease,  the  decimation  of  the  mighty  bison  herds, 
the  use  of  the  poison  alcohol  to  destroy  mind  and  body,  and  the  cowardly 
killing  of  women  and  children  made  for  tragedy  on  a scale  so  ghastly 
that  it  cannot  be  dismissed  as  merely  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the 
clash  of  competing  ways  of  life.  This  agency  and  the  good  people  in  it 
failed  in  the  mission  to  prevent  the  devastation.  And  so  great  nations 
of  patriot  warriors  fell.  We  will  never  push  aside  the  memory  of 
unnecessary  and  violent  death  at  places  such  as  Sand  Creek,  the  banks  of 
the  Washita  River,  and  Wounded  Knee. 

Nor  did  the  consequences  of  war  have  to  include  the  futile  and 
destructive  efforts  to  annihilate  Indian  cultures.  After  the  devastation 
of  tribal  economies  and  the  deliberate  creation  of  tribal  dependence  on 
the  services  provided  by  this  agency,  this  agency  set  out  to  destroy  all 
things  Indian. 

This  agency  forbade  the  speaking  of  Indian  languages,  prohibited  the 
conduct  of  traditional  religious  activities,  outlawed  traditional 
government,  and  made  Indian  people  ashamed  of  who  they  were.  Worst  of 
all,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  committed  these  acts  against  the 
children  entrusted  to  its  boarding  schools,  brutalizing  them 
emotionally,  psychologically,  physically,  and  spiritually.  Even  in  this 
era  of  self  -determination,  when  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  at  long 
last  serving  as  an  advocate  for  Indian  people  in  an  atmosphere  of  mutual 
respect,  the  legacy  of  these  misdeeds  haunts  us.  The  trauma  of  shame. 


fear  and  anger  has  passed  from  one  generation  to  the  next,  and  manifests 
itself  in  the  rampant  alcoholism,  drug  abuse,  and  domestic  violence  that 
plague  Indian  country  .Many  of  our  people  live  lives  of  unrelenting 
tragedy  as  Indian  families  suffer  the  ruin  of  lives  by  alcoholism, 
suicides  made  of  shame  and  despair,  and  violent  death  at  the  hands  of 
one  another.  So  many  of  the  maladies  suffered  today  in  Indian  country 
result  from  the  failures  of  this  agency.  Poverty,  ignorance,  and  disease 
have  been  the  product  of  this  agency's  work. 

And  so  today  I stand  before  you  as  the  leader  of  an  institution  that 
in  the  past  has  committed  acts  so  terrible  that  they  infect,  diminish, 
and  destroy  the  lives  of  Indian  people  decades  later,  generations  later. 
These  things  occurred  despite  the  efforts  of  many  good  people  with  good 
hearts  who  sought  to  prevent  them.  These  wrongs  must  be  acknowledged  if 
the  healing  is  to  begin. 

I do  not  speak  today  for  the  United  States.  That  is  the  province  of 
the  nation's  elected  leaders,  and  I would  not  presume  to  speak  on  their 
behalf.  I am  empowered,  however,  to  speak  on  behalf  of  this  agency,  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  I am  quite  certain  that  the  words  that 
follow  reflect  the  hearts  of  its  10,000  employees. 

Let  us  begin  by  expressing  our  profound  sorrow  for  what  this  agency 
has  done  in  the  past.  Dust  like  you,  when  we  think  of  these  misdeeds  and 
their  tragic  consequences,  our  hearts  break  and  our  grief  is  as  pure  and 
complete  as  yours.  We  desperately  wish  that  we  could  change  this 
history,  but  of  course  we  cannot.  On  behalf  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  I extend  this  formal  apology  to  Indian  people  for  the 
historical  conduct  of  this  agency. 

And  while  the  BIA  employees  of  today  did  not  commit  these  wrongs,  we 
acknowledge  that  the  institution  we  serve  did.  We  accept  this 
inheritance,  this  legacy  of  racism  and  inhumanity.  And  by  accepting  this 
legacy,  we  accept  also  the  moral  responsibility  of  putting  things  right. 

We  therefore  begin  this  important  work  anew,  and  make  a new  commitment 
to  the  people  and  communities  that  we  serve,  a commitment  born  of  the 
dedication  we  share  with  you  to  the  cause  of  renewed  hope  and  prosperity 
for  Indian  country.  Never  again  will  this  agency  stand  silent  when  hate 
and  violence  are  committed  against  Indians.  Never  again  will  we  allow 
policy  to  proceed  from  the  assumption  that  Indians  possess  less  human 
genius  than  the  other  races.  Never  again  will  we  be  complicit  in  the 
theft  of  Indian  property.  Never  again  will  we  appoint  false  leaders  who 
serve  purposes  other  than  those  of  the  tribes.  Never  again  will  we  allow 
unflattering  and  stereotypical  images  of  Indian  people  to  deface  the 
halls  of  government  or  lead  the  American  people  to  shallow  and  ignorant 
beliefs  about  Indians.  Never  again  will  we  attack  your  religions,  your 
languages,  your  rituals,  or  any  of  your  tribal  ways.  Never  again  will  we 
seize  your  children,  nor  teach  them  to  be  ashamed  of  who  they  are.  Never 
again . 

We  cannot  yet  ask  your  forgiveness,  not  while  the  burdens  of  this 
agency's  history  weigh  so  heavily  on  tribal  communities.  What  we  do  ask 
is  that,  together,  we  allow  the  healing  to  begin:  As  you  return  to  your 
homes,  and  as  you  talk  with  your  people,  please  tell  them  that  time  of 
dying  is  at  its  end.  Tell  your  children  that  the  time  of  shame  and  fear 
is  over.  Tell  your  young  men  and  women  to  replace  their  anger  with  hope 
and  love  for  their  people.  Together,  we  must  wipe  the  tears  of  seven 
generations.  Together,  we  must  allow  our  broken  hearts  to  mend. 

Together,  we  will  face  a challenging  world  with  confidence  and  trust. 
Together,  let  us  resolve  that  when  our  future  leaders  gather  to  discuss 
the  history  of  this  institution,  it  will  be  time  to  celebrate  the 
rebirth  of  joy,  freedom,  and  progress  for  the  Indian  Nations.  The  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  was  born  in  1824  in  a time  of  war  on  Indian  people. 

May  it  live  in  the  year  2000  and  beyond  as  an  instrument  of  their 
prosperity. 
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FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  SDNMarsha@aol.com 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

Today,  September  9,  2000  the  NY  Times  had  a front-page  article  "An 
Apology  and  a Milestone  at  Indian  Bureau".  Mr.  Kevin  Gover,  Assistant 
Interior  Secretary,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  apologizes  for 
participating  in  the  ethnic  cleansing  of  the  western  Tribes. 

Now  is  the  time  to  tell  Mr.  Gover  that  if  he  means  what  he  said,  he 
should  shut  down  the  Hopi  BIA  area  agency  and  issue  a moratorium  on 
confiscation  of  Dineh  livestock  while  an  investigation  is  conducted. 

Please  help  by  calling  Mr.  Gover  and  sending/adapting  the  following 
SAMPLE  LETTER. 

If  you  want  to  check  out  today's  NY  Times  article  please  visit: 
www.nytimes.com 
Thank  you. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marsha  Monestersky  E-mail:  sdnmarsha@aol.com 


cmoderator's  note:  the  Office  of  Public  Affairs  (which  is  at  the  same 
address)  for  the  BIA  has  these  phone/fax  numbers;  Mr.  Grover  could 
probably  be  reached  through  them,  if  you  wish.  The  BIA  website  is  at 
http://www.doi.gov/bureau-indian-affairs.html> 

Office:  202-208-3711  - Fax:202-501-1516 

SAMPLE  LETTER 

DATE: 

TO:  Mr.  Kevin  Gover 

Assistant  Interior  Secretary 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

1849  C Street,  NW  Washington,  DC  20240 

Re:  BIA  Apologizes  to  American  Indians 

Dear  Mr.  Gover, 

On  September  9,  2000,  the  NY  Times  ran  a front-page  article,  "An  Apology 
and  a Milestone  at  Indian  Bureau".  In  this  article,  you  apologize  to 
American  Indians  on  behalf  of  the  bureau,  recounting  the  BIA's  evolution 
to  an  Interior  Department  agency  entrusted  with  promoting  tribal 
autonomy  and  improving  the  lives  of  Indians. 

In  this  article  you  state,  "In  forcing  Indians  from  their  land  and 
trying  to  stamp  out  their  cultures  and  languages,  this  agency 
participated  in  the  ethnic  cleansing  that  befell  the  Western  tribes". 

You  continue,  "Let  us  begin  by  expressing  our  profound  sorrow  for  what 
the  agency  has  done  in  the  past  and  offer  a formal  apology  to  Indians." 

By  accepting  the  legacy,  you  admit  that  you  accept  the  moral 
responsibility  of  putting  things  right. 

If  you  are  sincere  in  your  desire  to  stop  the  bureau  from  participating 
in  the  ethnic  cleansing  that  befell  the  Western  tribes,  then  you  must 
immediately  shut  down  the  operations  of  the  BIA  Hopi  area  agency  and 


issue  a moratorium  on  all  livestock  confiscations  while  an  investigation 
is  conducted. 

Recently  Caroline  Tohannie,  a Dineh  (Navajo)  elder's  sheep  were 
confiscated  by  the  BIA.  When  Caroline  found  out  her  animals  were 
confiscated  she  became  ill  and  had  to  be  hospitalized.  It  was  not  until 
she  found  out  that  funds  were  raised  for  her  to  get  her  animals  back 
from  the  BIA  impoundment  yard  that  she  became  well  enough  to  return 
home. 

Elders  like  Caroline  Tohannie,  Pauline  Whitesinger,  Rena  Babbitt  Lane, 
Anna  Begay,  and  others  have  tried  to  protect  their  means  of  livelihood 
by  keeping  their  animals  inside  a corral,  because  these  animals  are 
denied  a legal  right  to  graze.  We  are  aware  of  several  instances  when 
the  BIA  has  illegally  confiscated  animals  from  inside  a Dineh  family's 
corral.  The  Dineh  live  in  terror  not  knowing  when  squadrons  of  armed  BIA 
officials  will  steal  their  means  of  survival.  The  cost  for  release  from 
the  BIA  impoundment  yard  increases,  depending  on  the  amount  of  BIA 
personnel  involved,  their  hourly  wage  and  mileage.  Their  only  other 
alternative  is  to  face  their  loss  at  public  auction. 

It  is  imperative  that  the  BIA  re-evaluate  a method  of  range  management 
that  enforces  a system  under  which  many  Dineh  families  lack  permits 
necessary  to  keep  and  protect  they're  current  livestock.  Many  of  the 
Dineh  at  risk  are  elderly.  The  Dineh  culture  and  religion  is  based  on 
their  ties  to  their  land  and  their  livestock.  There  are  more  humane 
alternatives  than  confiscation  available. 

The  Dineh  families  are  living  on  their  ancestral  lands.  Many  still 
practice  the  subsistence  herding  practices  as  they  have  done  for 
hundreds  of  years  before  the  US  government  acquired  jurisdiction  over 
the  region.  The  BIA  has  to  respect  the  right  of  these  people  to 
continue  their  traditional  lifestyle  in  their  customary  use  areas  and  to 
ensure  that  their  policies  do  not  interfere  with  this  right. 

We  are  also  concerned  about  the  conflict  of  interest  inherent  in  the 
BIA's  dual  role  of  enforcing  both  range  management  and  the  provisions  of 
the  1974  and  1996  Navajo-Hopi  Settlement  (Relocation)  Acts.  The  purpose 
of  a range  management  program  should  be  confined  to  exercising  a Trust 
Responsibility  with  respect  to  the  health  of  the  ecosystem.  Under  the 
Settlement  Acts,  the  BIA  is  asked  to  demolish  houses,  ceremonial  hogans 
and  assist  in  the  relocation  of  many  Dineh  from  their  ancestral  land. 

For  over  three  decades  government  policies  such  as  the  Bennett  Freeze 
has  denied  the  Dineh  people  the  right  to  all  infrastructure,  housing 
repair  and  any  new  construction.  Congress,  tribal  governments,  and 
federal  agencies  have  passed  laws  and  regulations  so  severe  that  Pauline 
Whitesinger  was  cited  for  building  an  Outhouse,  subjecting  the  Dineh  to 
unsanitary  and  inhumane  conditions.  These  policies  are  clearly  intended 
to  make  it  difficult  for  the  people  to  remain  on  their  land. 

To  remove  the  people's  means  of  survival  on  their  traditional  land  would 
make  it  easier  for  the  BIA  to  fulfill  its  enforcement  obligations  with 
respect  to  the  Settlement  Acts.  The  presence  of  this  conflict  of 
interest  undermines  the  credibility  of  your  agency  with  respect  to  range 
management . 

We  are  watching  the  events  in  this  region  with  great  concern.  Please 
keep  us  updated  about  proposed  changes  of  policies  in  the  region.  We 
pray  that  you  are  sincere  in  your  desire  to  have  the  BIA  stop 
participating  in  ethnic  cleansing,  fulfill  its  trust  obligation  and  work 
diligently  to  improve  the  lives  of  the  Dineh  who  have  suffered  for  so 
long  at  the  hands  of  bureau  officials. 


Sincerely, 


YOUR  NAME:  YOUR  ADDRESS: 


Please  Send  a Copy  to: 

Mr.  Fred  Chavez 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Hopi  Area  Agency 

P.0.  Box  158 

Kearns  Canyon,  AZ  86034 

Phone:  (520)  738-2249  Fax:  (520)  738-5187 

AND  E-mail  a copy  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  E-mail:  sdnmarsha@aol.com 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http://www.theofficenet.com/~redorman/pagea~l.htm 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet.com. 
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Oversight  of  Indian-funds  case  challenged 

THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

WASHINGTON  - Federal  officials  admit  that  over  the  last  113  years  the 
government  mishandled  $500  million  in  trust  accounts  for  American  Indians. 

But  they  say  U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  overstepped  his  authority 
with  rulings  ordering  a full  accounting  of  the  money  and  appointing 
himself  overseer  of  reform  efforts.  He  also  has  held  two  Cabinet 
secretaries  in  contempt. 

The  government  is  appealing  Lamberth' s December  ruling  in  a 4-year-old 
lawsuit  brought  by  Indians,  who  contend  they  are  due  more  than  $10  billion 
because  of  the  mismanagement.  Arguments  are  scheduled  for  today  before  a 
three- judge  federal  appellate  court  panel. 

Emotions  are  high  on  both  sides.  Lead  Indian  lawyer  Dennis  Gingold  has 
referred  to  government  lawyers  as  "dumb  and  dumber,"  while  Assistant 
Interior  Secretary  Kevin  Gover  has  called  the  plaintiffs  "potentially  a 
very  dangerous  and  destructive  force." 

Lawyers  for  the  more  than  300,000  trust  account  holders  contend  the 
appeal  shows  the  federal  government  - particularly  Interior  Secretary 
Bruce  Babbitt  - is  more  interested  in  blocking  attempts  to  get  the  money 
than  righting  a wrong. 

"In  the  outside  world,  if  you  screw  up  with  people's  money,  you  end  up 
in  jail,"  said  Elouise  Cobell,  a Blackfeet  Indian  who  is  the  lead 
plaintiff.  "That's  the  problem  here,  that  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
has  never  had  to  pay  for  what  they've  done  to  screw  up  people's  lives  on 
Indian  reservations." 

The  trust  accounts  came  from  an  1887  federal  law  that  divided  some 
reservation  land  into  smaller  plots  for  individual  Indians.  The  federal 
government  holds  that  land  in  trust  for  the  Indians  - meaning  it  cannot  be 
taxed  or  sold,  and  the  government  must  approve  any  leases. 

Many  of  the  tracts  are  leased  for  uses  such  as  grazing,  logging,  mining 
or  oil  drilling.  Proceeds  from  those  leases  are  supposed  to  be  deposited 
in  government  accounts  and  then  paid  to  the  Indian  landholders. 

Since  the  beginning,  however,  those  accounts  have  been  mismanaged  in 
almost  every  way  imaginable,  the  government  acknowledges.  Records  for  many 
accounts  were  never  kept,  while  documentation  for  others  was  lost  or 


destroyed.  Some  of  the  money  was  stolen  or  used  for  other  federal  programs. 
Some  lease  proceeds  were  never  collected.  Thousands  of  the  accounts  have 
money  in  them  but  no  names  attached. 

The  government  has  challenged  Lamberth's  assumption  of  the  role  of 
overseeing  reforms,  saying  the  judge  does  not  have  the  power  to  order 
changes  before  the  government  finishes  its  own  reform  plans. 
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White  House  Urged  Babbitt's  Apology 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
9/2/2000 
By  MATT  KELLEY 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  at  the  urging  of  the 
White  House  chief  of  staff,  apologized  in  1997  for  misleading  Sen.  John 
McCain,  a special  prosecutor's  report  says. 

A 1996  letter  from  Babbitt  to  McCain  misled  the  Arizona  Republican 
senator  about  Babbitt's  contacts  with  backers  of  a proposed  American 
Indian  casino  in  Wisconsin. 

The  day  after  the  publication  of  an  Associated  Press  story  describing 
the  misleading  letter,  then-White  House  Chief  of  Staff  Erskine  Bowles 
summoned  Babbitt  to  the  White  House  to  discuss  the  matter,  according  to 
the  report  from  special  prosecutor  Carol  Elder  Bruce.  The  600-page  report, 
released  last  week,  says  Bruce  did  not  find  enough  evidence  to  prove 
Babbitt  either  denied  the  casino  application  because  of  political 
donations  or  knowingly  lied  to  Congress  about  the  matter. 

During  the  Columbus  Day  1997  meeting,  "Bowles  told  Babbitt  that  lying  to 
a United  States  senator  was  unacceptable  and  serious  business,"  the  report 
said.  "Bowles  also  told  Babbitt  that  he  should  call  Sen.  McCain  to  make 
amends . " 

Babbitt  did.  McCain  later  told  investigators  that  Babbitt  said,  "John,  I 
misled  you  and  owe  you  an  apology." 

Bruce's  report  notes  that  Babbitt  did  not  admit  he  intended  to  mislead 
McCain  but  did  not  deny  intentionally  misleading  the  senator,  either. 

Interior  Department  spokesmen  did  not  return  telephone  messages  seeking 
comment  Friday.  McCain  was  vacationing  and  recovering  from  skin  cancer 
surgery  Friday  and  was  unavailable  for  comment. 

Bruce  was  appointed  in  1998  to  investigate  Babbitt's  involvement  in  the 
1995  decision  to  veto  three  Wisconsin  Chippewa  bands'  plan  for  a casino  on 
the  site  of  a financially  foundering  greyhound  track.  Paul  Eckstein,  a 
lawyer  for  the  Chippewa  who  once  ran  Babbitt's  Arizona  gubernatorial 
campaign,  said  Babbitt  suggested  political  donations  from  competing  tribes 
helped  scuttle  the  deal. 

Eckstein  said  Babbitt  told  him  that  Harold  Ickes,  then  a deputy  White 
House  chief  of  staff,  had  pressed  him  to  make  a decision  on  the  matter. 

Babbitt  has  said  he  never  had  contact  with  Ickes  on  the  case  and  just 
said  that  to  get  a pesky  Eckstein  out  of  his  office.  Babbitt  has  said 
political  donations  played  no  role  in  the  casino  decision  - which  is  being 
reconsidered  after  the  Chippewa  bands  sued. 

Babbitt  wrote  to  McCain  in  1996,  disputing  Eckstein's  description  of 
Babbitt's  reference  to  Ickes.  Babbitt  later  admitted  making  the  reference 
to  Ickes  in  a letter  to  Sen.  Fred  Thompson,  R-Tenn. 
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Manitoba  government  apologizes  to  Osbornes 
By  Doan  Taillon 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
THE  PAS,  Man. 

Twenty-nine  years  after  the  murder  of  high  school  student  Helen  Betty 
Osborne  outside  the  town  of  The  Pas,  her  family  has  received  the 
Manitoba  government's  apology  for  bungling  its  investigation  of  the 
case.  On  Duly  14,  Manitoba  Dustice  Minister  Gord  Mackintosh  admitted 
that  his  department's  predecessors  in  the  former  Conservative  government 
had  mishandled  the  1971  criminal  investigation.  As  a result,  no  charges 
were  laid  for  16  years.  Only  one  man  was  convicted  of  killing  the  girl 
from  Norway  House,  although  four  were  directly  implicated. 

Mackintosh  directed  his  remarks  to  Cecilia  Osborne,  Helen  Betty's  sister. 

"On  behalf  of  the  government  of  Manitoba,  I wish  to  express  my  profound 
regret  at  the  way  the  justice  system  as  a whole  responded  to  the  death 
of  Betty,  and  to  apologize  for  the  clear  lack  of  justice  in  her  case," 
he  said. 

Cecilia  Osborne  thanked  the  government  for  the  apology  and  indicated  she 
was  ready  to  get  on  with  her  life. 

The  minister  also  announced  the  government  would  introduce  legislation 
in  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  to  establish  a $50,000 
scholarship  in  Osborne's  name.  Money  from  the  Victims  Assistance  Fund 
will  provide  bursaries  to  female  Aboriginal  students  who  want  to  work  in 
the  education  field,  starting  with  the  2001-2002  school  year. 

"My  sister  wanted  to  become  a teacher.  We  are  happy  that  her  dreams  will 
help  others  walk  the  path,"  Cecilia  Osborne  said. 

Aboriginal  and  Northern  Affairs  Minister  Eric  Robinson,  a long-time 
friend  and  advocate  for  the  Osborne  family,  called  on  the  RCMP  and  the 
federal  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  to 
contribute  to  the  scholarship  fund,  but  had  not  received  a response  by 
Aug.  22. 

Robinson  said  the  Osborne  family  was  appreciative  of  the  apology  and  it 
"went  a long  ways,  because  that's  never  really  occurred.  Nobody's  ever 
really  apologized  to  this  family  for  the  pain  and  suffering  that  they 
have  gone  through  over  these  last  number  of  years.  Right  from  1971  there 
was  hardly  any  dialogue-I'm  talking  about  any  level  of  justice  here-to 
this  family." 

Robinson  added  he  believes  the  legal  process,  as  a result  of  a 1999 
review  of  the  case  that  determined  no  more  charges  could  be  laid,  is 
over,  even  though  questions  are  left  unanswered.  He  said  the  Osborne 
family  wants  privacy  now. 

He  said  he  is  involved  with  the  family  in  documenting  "the  healing 
component"  of  the  meeting  between  convicted  murder  Dwayne  Dohnston  and 
the  Osborne  family.  Robinson  said  he  has  gone  into  sweat  lodges  with 
Dohnston  since  1996  to  help  bring  awareness  to  Dohnston  about  what  he 
has  done  and  the  effect  of  his  actions  on  Aboriginal  people.  He  said  he 
will  not  document  "a  description  of  the  prayers  or  anything  like  that." 
Nonetheless,  Robinson  thinks  the  healing  initiative  between  Osborne  and 
Dohnston  is  "worthy  of  consideration  and  ought  to  be  considered  for 
other  cases  of  a similar  nature."  He  added  that  the  Osborne  family, 
although  they  have  not  embraced  Dohnston,  appreciate  his  apology  to  them. 

Asked  if  he  thought  the  government's  apology  was  adequate,  Robinson  said 
if  the  Osborne  family  is  satisfied,  nobody  else's  opinion  matters. 

On  Duly  16,  a celebration  that  included  the  Osborne  family,  Opaskwayak 
Cree  Nation,  area  residents,  Robinson  (who  delivered  a message  from  The 
Pas'  mayor  Gary  Hopper,  who  was  in  Edmonton)  and  Conservation  Minister 
Oscar  Lathlin,  was  hosted  by  Keewatin  Community  College's  Mamawechetotan 
Centre.  "A  Celebration  of  Life"  marked  the  occasion  of  Helen  Betty 
Osborne's  48th  birthday. 

The  highlight  of  the  occasion  was  the  unveiling  of  a $9,000  bronze 
plaque  with  Helen  Betty's  picture  on  it  at  the  former  site  of  the  Guy 
Hill  Residential  School  about  25  km  out  of  town.  About  80  people 


attended  the  ceremony  in  Guy  Hill  Park. 

Lathlin,  who  is  also  MLA  for  The  Pas,  said  the  celebration  was  "a 
positive  step"  to  help  the  Osborne  family  bring  closure  to  the  tragedy. 

He  said  he  hoped  it  would  contribute  to  the  healing  of  the  community. 

The  students  who  organized  and  helped  pay  for  the  feast  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment. 

Mayor  Hopper  said  on  Aug.  28  that  it  is  regrettable  it  took  the  murder 
of  Osborne  and  others  since  then  to  bring  about  a change  in  people's 
attitudes,  but  he  said  change  has  occurred  over  the  past  10  years.  He 
spoke  optimistically  about  improvements  in  relations  between  Opaskwayak 
Cree  Nation  (OCN)  and  the  town,  which  are  separated  by  a bridge  over  the 
Saskatchewan  River.  He  said  both  have  done  "a  180  degree  turn"  on 
attitudes . 

From  the  town  side,  he  said  respect  has  grown  for  OCN  as  a result  of 
seeing  the  economic  development  initiatives  and  quality  schools  they 
have  established. 

"A  lot  of  people  have  changed  their  views  from  one  culture  to  the  other, 
looking  from  the  outside  in,  and  as  a result  of  that  I think  there  is  a 
better  understanding  between  our  communities.  ...  I think  (the  events 
surrounding  Osborne's  death)  have  just  made  us  work  harder  to  become  one 
community,"  Hopper  said. 

For  instance,  he  said  there  is  a joint  initiative  to  help  street  people. 
The  town  is  partnering  with  OCN,  the  Regional  Municipality  of  Kelsey  and 
the  local  Anglican  Church  in  hiring  Anglican  Church  Army  workers  for  a 
three-year  pilot  project  to  work  with  less  fortunate  community  members. 
Each  partner  contributes  up  to  $25,000  a year  to  the  project.  The  church 
workers  provide  housing,  clothing  and  food,  and  they  provide  support  to 
people  coming  out  of  jails  and  detox  centres. 

"We're  already  seeing  some  positive  results,"  said  Hopper. 

Today  there  is  "a  lot  of  interaction,  inviting  back  and  forth  from  one 
side  to  the  other,  and  it's  just  a common  theme  that  we're  one 
community.  The  chief  speaks  that  way,  I speak  that  way,  and  we  try  to 
instill  it  into  the  young  people." 

In  addition,  an  active  race  relations  committee  makes  sure  any  incidents 
get  dealt  with  right  away.  Hopper  said. 

Chief  Frank  Whitehead  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

In  1971  Osborne  was  abducted  by  four  men  off  a street  in  the  logging 
town  of  6,000,  driven  to  an  isolated  location,  sexually  assaulted  and 
stabbed  to  death  with  a screwdriver.  The  low  priority  of  the  case  with 
law  authorities  and  politicians  resulted  in  years  of  racial  tension  in 
northern  Manitoba. 

That  two  men  finally  were  tried  in  court  is  a credit  to  the  diligence  of 
RCMP  constable  Bob  Urbanoski,  said  Minister  Robinson.  Urbanoski  took 
over  the  Osborne  file  in  1982  after  it  had  lain  nearly  dormant  forll 
years.  Urbanoski  is  now  a staff  sergeant  with  the  Winnipeg  RCMP 
detachment . 

The  trial  drew  heavy  media  coverage  and  notoriety  to  The  Pas,  when  it 
was  revealed  that  local  people  withheld  knowledge  of  the  case  from 
authorities . 

Tensions  were  heightened  further  when  a Winnipeg  reporter  wrote  a book 
called  Conspiracy  of  Silence,  which  was  published  in  1989.  That  was 
followed  by  a CBC  movie  of  the  same  name  a couple  of  years  later. 
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Gary: 

...back  from  a little  road  trip  around  Lake  Superior,  on  the 
"Walk  to  Remember." 

Here  is  an  article  that  reflects  the  closing  days  of  the  walk  and  its 


future  impact.  Hopefully  you  can  use  it. 

Sincerely 
Mel  Rasmussen 
Bartlesville,  OK 

The  Village  of  Remembering  People 
By  Mel  Rasmussen 

Finally  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  August  the  walkers  from  "The  Walk 
to  Remember"  arrived  at  their  final  campsite  before  entering  the  final  leg 
of  their  journey  of  some  1400  miles.  Their  collective  thoughts  were 
focused  on  the  completion  of  the  walk  and  its  impact  upon  their  world. 

A final  talking  circle  of  the  walkers  brought  to  light  their  feelings, 
emotions,  thoughts,  and  fears  for  the  groups  being  and  ethos.  One  of  the 
walkers  talked  of  this  feat  and  in  one  short  sentence  stated  the  wholeness 
of  the  walk  and  the  people.  She  talked  of  their  feats  and  its  effect  upon 
the  many  people  of  the  Lake  Superior  region  who  were  impacted  by  the 
mission  of  the  walk.  She  called  them,  "The  village  of  remembering  people. 

As  the  walkers  reflected  upon  their  feat  they  came  to  the  understanding 
of  these  few  words.  Their  endeavor  of  bringing  awareness  to  the  future  of 
the  Lake  Superior  bioregion  for  all  communities  was  the  reflection  of  all 
of  the  people  of  the  lake.  All  of  the  people,  who  shared  their  fears  with 
the  walkers  about  their  communities,  families,  children,  and  homes,  were 
concerned  about  the  damage  that  is  occurring  to  the  lake.  This  was  their 
community  and  environment  and  the  fears  of  one  were  the  fears  of  all. 

This  concept  was  echoed  by  the  many  individuals  and  people  who  heard  their 
reasons  for  the  walk. 

The  talking  circle  this  evening  reflected  the  future  and  the  outcome  of 
the  journey.  It  was  apparent  by  the  input  of  many  that  joined  the  walk  at 
its  later  stages  that  the  message  of  protecting  the  waters  had  been  heard. 
The  future  now  was  beginning  for  the  Lake  which  had  no  way  to  talk  of  her 
damage  and  injuries.  This,  "Village  of  the  Remembering  People,"  would  be 
the  new  beginning  of  a way  of  life  for  the  lake.  It  would  be  the 
forerunner  of  a new  organization  that  would  cross  all  artificial 
boundaries  imposed  upon  the  Lake  Superior  region  by  the  various 
governments . 

The  goal  of  a Lake  Superior  community  was  the  outcome  of  this  thought. 
These  are  the  people  who  live  here  on  and  near  the  lake.  The  idea  of 
artificial  barriers  such  as  borders,  boundaries  are  not  part  of  this  new 
concept  of  a communal  structure.  It  was  the  same  as  the  Native  culture  of 
Anishinabeg  lived  throughout  and  around  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior.  They 
exist  as  one  people,  tribe,  and  nation. 

All  of  the  four  races,  red,  white,  yellow,  and  black  who  now  live  upon 
and  near  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior  are  the  new  members  of  the  Lake 
Superior  community.  Their  common  concerns,  transcends  all  levels  of 
government  and  crosses  their  imaginary  lines.  Within  this  concept  lies 
the  fears  of  government  against  its  own  people  it  represents.  This  fear 
is  that  people  become  united  and  stand  in  direct  opposition  to  the  ruling 
entities  that  run  their  lives. 

It  was  clear  from  the  many  statements  of  people  who  met  the  walkers  and 
the  various  news  articles  viewed  while  on  the  journey  that  the  people  of 
the  lake  were  not  being  represented  by  these  governmental  entities.  The 
historic  development  of  the  corporate  world  was  the  controlling  interest 
best  represented  by  the  overall  pollution  and  destruction  of  the  Lake 
Superior  watershed.  Close  examination  of  the  various  commissions, 
agencies,  that  dictated  the  industrial  development  and  control  of  the  lake 
bio-region  showed  the  bias  in  favor  of  the  corporate  structure  and  its  end 
use  of  the  natural  resources.  There  was  a lack  of  concern  or  worry  about 
the  pollution  and  destruction  of  the  waters  of  the  people  or  of  their 
livelihoods  to  survive  on  or  near  the  lake. 

Finally  the  walkers  started  on  their  final  leg  of  the  "Walk  to 
Remember".  Their  arrival  at  the  Bad  River  Reservation  was  met  with  the 
people  of  Bad  River  and  surrounding  communities.  As  the  walkers  drew 
closer  to  the  reservation  boundaries  the  sound  of  the  drum  carried  out 
over  them.  The  people  had  come  to  honor  the  walkers  and  their  dream  of 
protecting  the  waters.  It  was  the  same  honoring  that  the  walkers  were 


doing  by  listening  to  the  prophecies,  instructions  of  the  spiritual 
leaders  who  supported  and  gave  them  direction  throughout  the  whole  trip. 

The  walkers  had  arrived  home  back  at  the  beginning  of  their  journey. 

There  was  a happiness  and  joyful  feeling  of  completion  for  this  part  of 
the  new  journey.  But  in  the  back  of  their  minds  was  the  beginning  of  the 
bigger  role  this  task  had  started.  This  task  is  in  how  do  we  keep  this 
"Journey"  on  its  forward  track.  Further  discussions  were  necessary  to 
determine  the  next  step. 

After  being  honored  at  the  Bad  River  Powwow,  the  walkers  started  to  re- 
immerse into  the  current  society.  This  was  a difficult  transition  for 
many  as  they  had  just  come  from  a way  of  life  that  was  similar  to  their 
ancestors  who  also  walked,  camped,  and  survived  around  these  same  shores. 
Their  ancestors  also  traveled  as  communities  along  the  same  old  paths 
around  the  lake.  This  is  but  one  of  the  pieces  of  knowledge  these  walkers 
had  to  relive  and  understand  about  their  journey.  The  need  and  necessity 
to  share  and  depend  on  each  other  during  hard  times  and  good  times.  To 
care  and  live  in  close  proximity  with  many  different  individuals  who  grew 
to  be  their  brothers,  sisters,  aunties  and  uncles. 

This  was  the  same  parallel  of  community  found  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  Lake  Superior  Community,  but  on  a smaller  scale.  It  was  the 
understanding  that  many  shared  with  the  people  of  the  lake  as  they  had 
proceeded  around  the  Lake.  This  knowledge  would  be  the  foundation  of 
their  future  and  direction.  A final  meeting  was  set  for  the  walkers  to 
set  their  future  direction.  During  this  meeting  at  Waverly  Beach,  near 
Odanah,  the  walkers,  supporters,  and  organizers  determined  that  it  was 
necessary  to  start  teaching  and  meeting  with  the  people  of  the  lake  again. 

It  was  decided  that  teaching  lodges  would  be  built  at  key  locations  around 
Lake  Superior  and  meetings  would  be  scheduled  with  the  many  people, 
communities,  reserves,  and  cities.  These  meetings  would  be  conducted 
between  the  fall  and  the  spring. 

The  long-term  plan  now  envisioned  is  an  organization  that  will  support 
the  needs  of  the  people  of  the  Lake.  It  will  represent  all  of  the  Lake 
Superior  people  who  live  on  her  shores.  It  will  not  be  limited  to  or  by 
boundaries  in  the  future.  It  will  start  to  fight  back  and  protect  the 
waters  and  keep  them  clean  and  safe  for  the  seven  generations  to  come.  It 
will  be  the  collective  power  of  the  people  not  divided  or  split  by  the 
arbitrary  boundaries,  laws,  and  influences  of  governmental  entities. 

Another  point  that  came  to  light  during  these  meetings  was  the 
expressed  concern  and  support  of  the  many  Native  communities  and  governing 
bodies  who  supported  the  walks  goals  and  ideals.  There  have  been  others 
who  want  to  continue  this  walk  concept  further  down  the  great  lakes  all 
the  way  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  These  walks  will  start  next  year  as  many 
Native  communities  start  to  stand  up  for  their  rights  and  heritage  in  the 
pursuit  of  protecting  the  waters.  More  importantly,  the  issue  of  sharing 
the  teachings,  instructions,  and  knowledge  of  their  ways  of  life  and 
knowledge  will  be  shared  with  the  four  races.  Thereby  complying  with 
their  charge  of  being  the  "Keepers  of  the  Earth,"  the  Anishinabeg. 
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O'odham  man  to  describe  history  of  his  people  during  San  Xavier  tour 
By  Carmen  Duarte 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Daniel  Preston  went  to  a medicine  man  for  advice. 

"What  should  I call  myself?"  Preston  asked. 

The  medicine  man  replied:  "I  have  been  at  places  where  you  speak." 

Preston  picked  the  name  Tasogid  g Dewed.  It  means  "to  reveal  the  Earth." 

On  Oct.  7,  Preston,  a member  of  the  Tohono  O'odham  Tribe,  will  reveal 


his  perspectives  about  his  ancestors  and  their  land  before  the  Spaniards' 
arrival . 


Scholarship  fund-raiser 

He  will  give  a private  tour  of  Mission  San  Xavier  del  Bac  and 
surrounding  land  as  part  of  a fund-raising  event  for  American  Indian 
scholarships . 

The  5:30  p.m.  tour  is  part  of  the  October  Traditional  Native  American 
Indian  Feast  at  San  Xavier  Plaza,  directly  across  the  street  from  the 
mission . 

"Our  community  was  called  Wa:k.  It  means  points  of  the  water,  which 
flows  in,"  said  Preston,  47.  "The  Santa  Cruz  River  was  a flowing  river, 
and  we  used  water  from  the  river  to  grow  melon  and  squash. 

"We  still  are  farming,"  Preston  said.  "We  have  a farm  cooperative,  and 
traditional  crops,  such  as  corn,  beans  and  chile,  are  planted." 

The  tour  will  include  a walk  to  the  hill  east  of  the  mission  that 
overlooks  fields  that  were  first  planted  centuries  ago,  Pres-ton  said. 

He  said  people  from  different  villages  traveled  to  the  area  because  it 
was  a place  to  trade  and  barter  for  food  and  goods. 

"I  also  want  to  share  with  people  the  history  of  the  mission.  Many  don't 
know  that  our  people  built  it,"  Preston  said. 

Father  Eusebio  Francisco  Kino,  an  Italian-born  Desuit  missionary,  was  an 
explorer  who  arrived  in  Arizona  in  1692,  serving  the  king  of  Spain. 

But  it  was  the  Franciscans  who  were  sent  to  build  the  San  Xavier  Mission, 
long  after  Kino  died. 

"The  beams  inside  the  church  are  from  massive  mesquite  trees.  We  don't 
have  massive  trees  anymore  because  the  river  doesn't  flow,"  Preston  said. 

Church,  not  museum 

He  said  many  tourists  think  the  church  is  a museum.  It  is  not.  "It  is  an 
active  church,  and  most  of  our  community  is  Catholic. 

"I  want  to  also  share  our  traditional  beliefs.  For  example,  after  a 
child  is  baptized,  we  have  a ceremony  called  the  eating  of  the  mud. 

"The  children  learn  when  they  eat  the  mud  that  they  are  connected  to  the 
Earth.  This  ceremony  may  be  done  privately  before  or  after  the  baptism.  It 
depends  on  the  child's  mother,"  Preston  said. 

He  also  plans  to  share  stories  about  saints  and  celebrations  on  their 
feast  days. 

Contact  Carmen  Duarte  at  573-4195  or  at  duarte@azstarnet . com . 
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O'odham  to  build  museum  to  bring  their  history  home 
By  Carmen  Duarte 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

The  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  will  build  a $15.2  million  museum  to  bring  home 
artifacts  that  belonged  to  its  Hohokam  ancestors  a millennium  ago. 

Pots,  jewelry,  tools,  beadwork,  shell  ornaments  and  bowls  are  among  the 
artifacts  the  tribe  plans  to  have  in  hand  by  2003,  the  year  it  plans  to 
open  its  cultural  museum. 

Under  the  federal  1990  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and 
Repatriation  Act,  tribes  have  control  over  Indian  human  remains,  funerary 
objects,  sacred  items  and  "objects  of  significant  tribal  heritage"  held  by 
federal  agencies  and  museums. 

But  most  of  those  objects  remain  in  non-tribal  museums. 

"In  order  to  obtain  our  ancestors'  belongings,  we  need  a facility  and 
staff  to  keep  them  safe,"  explained  Adam  Andrews,  chairman  of  the  cultural 


museum  committee. 

The  Tohono  O'odham  museum  may  showcase  artifacts  now  held  at  Arizona 
State  Museum  on  the  University  of  Arizona  campus,  the  National  Park 
Service's  Western  Archaeological  and  Conservation  Center,  on  North  Sixth 
Avenue  near  Speedway,  and  other  sites. 

"We  mainly  want  to  obtain  artifacts  that  have  left  the  reservation,  or 
artifacts  that  are  in  other  people's  hands  that  belong  to  our  people," 
said  Andrews. 

"The  tribe  will  be  very  careful  and  sensitive  to  what  will  be  displayed. 
Some  traditional  people  are  adamant  against  certain  displays." 

The  Tohono  O'odham  Nation's  legislative  council  has  voted  to  appropriate 
the  money,  and  on  Sept.  20  the  committee  will  review  feasibility  studies 
on  two  possible  sites:  on  the  reservation's  Gu  Achi  and  Baboquivari 
districts.  Gu  Achi  is  about  35  miles  northwest  of  Sells  and  Baboquivari  is 
about  20  miles  south  of  Sells.  Sells,  the  tribal  capital,  is  about  60 
miles  west  of  Tucson. 

Many  of  the  artifacts  were  found  during  the  building  of  the  Central 
Arizona  Project  canal  and  roadwork  over  decades,  Andrews  said. 

One  collection  at  the  Arizona  State  Museum  has  about  3,500  Hohokam 
objects  that  were  collected  over  decades  by  the  late  Norton  Allen. 

Allen,  who  was  from  San  Diego  but  spent  decades  in  Gila  Bend  because  the 
climate  helped  ease  his  arthritis,  began  collecting  artifacts  from  land 
"being  cleared  for  cotton  fields,"  said  Mike  Jacobs,  Arizona  State  Museum 
archaeological  collections  curator. 

"It  was  Mr.  Allen's  wish  that  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  have  the  first 
opportunity  to  select  material  for  exhibit  for  their  museum  from  his 
collection,"  Jacobs  said. 

In  1994,  an  intergovernmental  agreement  was  finalized  that  has  the 
Arizona  State  Museum  providing  technical  training  for  Tohono  O'odham 
tribal  members  to  care  for  the  artifacts,  which  Allen  turned  over  to  the 
museum. 

Museum  officials  will  also  provide  internships  for  curators  and  help 
them  develop  a computerized  database  to  track  their  collection. 

"We  still  have  to  have  some  consultations  with  the  tribe  and  the 
committee  about  the  details"  in  turning  over  the  collection  pieces,  Jacobs 
said.  "Consultations  will  be  scheduled  over  the  next  few  years." 

The  largest  piece  in  the  collection  - which  has  pieces  valued 
individually  at  thousands  of  dollars  - is  a red-on-buff  vessel. 

It  shows  a human  figure  carrying  a "burden  basket"  and  a walking  stick. 

It  is  dated  A.D.  850  to  1000.  "This  style  of  pottery  was  in  vogue.  It  was 
a storage  vessel,"  said  Jacobs. 

One-third  of  the  collection  is  pots.  The  rest  consists  of  various 
objects,  including  stone  and  shell  artifacts  and  pottery  sherds,  Jacobs 
said . 

The  smallest  pieces  in  the  collection  are  shell,  stone  and  turquoise 
jewelry.  There  are  pendants  and  beads. 

Jacobs  said  the  "most  unusual  is  carved  shell  ornaments  in  the  shape  of 
human  figures  that  were  probably  used  as  ornaments  or  pendants." 

He  said  there  are  no  human  remains  in  the  collection.  However,  some  of 
the  material  excavated  was  from  burial  and  cremation  sites,  said  Jacobs. 

He  said  Allen  buried  bones  and  ashes  near  the  sites  where  he  excavated. 

The  collection  has  pieces  that  span  A.D.  750  to  1400  and  are  all  from 
the  Gila  Bend  area. 

The  Hohokam  hunted  and  planted  corn,  beans,  squash,  chile  and  cotton. 
Other  staples  included  mesquite  beans,  cholla  buds  and  fruit  from  prickly 
pear  cactus  and  saguaros. 

The  Hohokam  had  an  extensive  trading  network.  They  traded  with  tribes 
who  lived  near  the  Sea  of  Cortez,  the  Pacific  Coast  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  Hohokam  people  were  in  this  area  for  1,000  years,  then  mysteriously 
disappeared  in  the  mid-15th  century. 

Contact  Carmen  Duarte  at  573-4195  or  at  cduarte@azstarnet . com 
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American  Indians  Help  Fight  Fires 
The  Associated  Press 
Sep  5 2000  3:22PM  ET 

HAMILTON,  Mont.  (AP)  - Drawing  on  their  knowledge  of  the  land  and  the 
behavior  of  wildfires,  thousands  of  American  Indians  are  helping  battle 
the  blazes  burning  across  the  West. 

Firefighting  has  become  a much-needed  source  of  revenue  - and  pride  - 
for  tribes  across  the  country.  And  at  a time  when  blazes  across  the  West 
are  stretching  manpower  thin,  the  native  firefighters  play  an  important 
role. 

"They  can  carry  their  weight,"  said  Mike  LeBrun,  assistant  fire 
management  officer  for  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Rocky  Mountain 
regional  office  in  Billings. 

About  4,500  to  5,000  Indians  have  taken  part  in  the  fight  against 
wildfires  this  summer,  said  Dim  Stires  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  He 
said  that  represents  about  20  percent  of  the  nation's  firefighting  force. 

Indian  crews  are  well-represented  among  the  hundreds  of  firefighters  in 
Montana's  Bitterroot  Valley,  which  is  facing  one  of  the  West's  biggest 
fires.  Blackfeet  Indians  are  here.  So  are  the  Gros  Ventre,  Assiniboine, 
Chippewa  Cree,  Kiowa  and  Choctaw. 

Fire  has  been  an  integral  part  of  Indian  culture,  making  Indian 
firefighters  particularly  well-suited  for  the  jobs,  said  crew  boss  Dondi 
Tonasket,  36,  a Colville  Indian  with  his  hair  in  braids. 

"We  used  to  set  our  own  burns  just  to  cleanse  the  forest  in  the  past," 
he  said.  "Now,  our  fire  knowledge,  the  way  we  move  through  the 
mountains,  is  an  advantage.  We  are  more  aware  of  the  type  of  situations 
we  could  get  into,  and  we're  better  at  remembering  ground.  It  seems  to 
come  natural  with  our  crews." 

Tonasket,  who  has  been  fighting  fires  for  13  years,  keeps  his  crew  in  a 
tight  circle  of  tents  - a Circle  of  Life.  "It's  the  way  I treat  my  crew," 
said  Tonasket,  who  learned  the  celebration-of-life  tradition  from  his 
elders.  "We  stay  in  the  circle,  we  treat  each  other  as  family." 

"I  guess  you  could  say  we're  well-adapted  to  this,"  said  33-year-old 
Leonard  Foreman,  a Kiowa  from  Carnegie,  Okla.  "We  can  adapt  to 
things  better  because  we've  had  to  survive." 

Foreman  has  been  fighting  fires  for  the  past  six  years  and  is  on  his 
fifth  fire  this  season.  This  year,  his  29-year-old  brother  also  joined 
his  crew. 

"Most  of  us  are  related  by  blood  or  by  marriage,"  Foreman  said.  "We 
learned  how  to  handle  pressure  a long  time  ago  and  work  well  together 
because  of  it . " 

But  it  is  more  than  culture  and  it  is  more  than  family.  Lloyd  Reevis, 

68,  started  fighting  fires  in  the  1950s  and  returned  to  camp  this  year 
from  Montana's  Blackfeet  Reservation  to  make  some  money. 

On  Indian  reservations  where  unemployment  often  is  staggering  - 69 
percent  on  the  Blackfeet  Reservation  - the  seasonal  work  of  firefighting 
for  the  federal  government  has  become  an  economic  anchor.  The  salary 
for  firefighters  starts  at  more  than  $10.60  an  hour,  and  rises  to  as  much 
as  $13.30  an  hour  for  crew  bosses. 

This  year,  Reevis'  daughter  also  turned  to  firefighting,  and  his  wife 
watches  their  grandchildren  while  their  daughter  is  on  the  fire  line. 

Tonasket,  who  works  as  a road  engineer  for  the  Colville  Tribes  during 
the  winter,  said  his  firefighting  money  serves  as  more  of  a bonus  for  his 
family  of  six.  But  to  members  of  his  crew,  it  is  much  more. 

"Their  salary,  wages,  here  is  probably  a third  of  their  wages  for  the 
year,"  Tonasket  said.  "Firefighting  is  a big  part  of  our  employment  on 


the  reservations." 

While  no  one  is  cheering,  the  busy  fire  season  has  been  a boon  for  the 
Indian  fire  crews  after  two  relatively  quiet  years  that  hurt  reservation 
income. 

The  huge  fires  in  the  Bitterroot  Valley  are  waning,  blunted  by  cool, 
rainy  weather  over  the  Labor  Day  weekend.  But  fires  continued  to  burn  on 
more  than  400,000  acres  in  and  around  the  valley  Tuesday,  and 
hundreds  of  firefighters  worked  to  contain  them. 

Tonasket's  crew  of  19  men  and  one  woman  received  word  it  is  pulling 
out  for  a couple  of  days  of  rest. 

"We  made  a good  reputation  for  ourselves  here,"  he  said. 

APO/ Indian- Firefighters/ 
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"RE : Yellowstone:  Rangers  or  Ranchers?"  

Date:  Sat,  9 Sep  2000  17:01:36  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Kim  <catrel@excite . com> 

Sub j : Yellowstone:  Rangers  or  Ranchers? 

http: //www. mis sou la news . com/Archives/News . asp?no=1185 
Yellowstone:  Rangers  or  Ranchers? 

Fri,  8 Sep  2000 
Rangers  or  Ranchers? 

Taking  stock  of  the  feds'  final  plan  for  Yellowstone  bison 
by  ANDREA  BARNETT  - Missoula  Independent 

There's  an  inside  joke  that  Yellowstone  bison  have  a thing  for  French 
photographers.  It's  a weird  twist  on  dwarf  tossing,  this  propensity  of 
theirs  to  spear  and  fling  men  with  names  like  Dacques  and  Pierre. 

Now,  this  is  not  a hard  and  fast  rule.  The  most  recent  casualty  was  an 
elderly  Australian  who  couldn't  scamper  off  a boardwalk  at  Old  Faithful 
fast  enough  when  a bull  charged  last  Duly.  In  another,  more  bizarre  story 
making  the  rounds,  a tourist  (nationality  unknown)  wanted  a video  made  of 
himself  playing  bullfighter.  Toro  trampled  the  idiot,  of  course.  Bison  are 
wild  animals. 

But  within  the  pages  of  a management  plan  released  last  month,  park 
officials  have  cast  themselves  in  the  role  of  rancher/zookeeper . Linder  the 
guise  of  stopping  Montana's  annual  bison  slaughter,  the  agency  proposes  a 
broad  series  of  heavy-handed  management  techniques,  tight  controls 
designed  to  please  the  human  political  factions,  but  which  treat  the  bison 
like  an  inconvenient  herd  of  livestock. 

In  brief,  bison  will  be  allowed  to  wander  out  of  the  park  in  the  winter, 
but  have  to  return  45  days  before  the  first  cattle  move  in  each  spring. 
Since  bison  don't  carry  pocket  calendars,  the  park  will  help  out  with  an 
aggressive  hazing  program.  In  the  past,  this  has  meant  shooing  the  animals 
back  in  with  snowmobiles  and  firecracker  rounds.  Meanwhile,  all  who  test 
positive  for  brucellosis-a  disease  brought  to  this  continent  by  cattle 
from  Europe,  and  carried  by  buffalo  and  elk-will  be  killed.  Even  the 
healthy  risk  quarantine  and  slaughter  if  they  don't  move  fast  enough. 
Pregnant  females  get  the  brunt  of  the  deal:  They  will  all  be  radio 
collared  and  outfitted  with  "vaginal  transmitters, " so  the  park  can  track 
down  potentially  diseased  birthing  material. 

The  park  will  require  ranchers  to  vaccinate  cattle  if  they  don't  all  do 
so  voluntarily.  Lastly,  the  agency  proposes  to  "manage"  the  herd  for  an 
ideal  size  of  3,000  animals.  This  is  a departure  from  current  policy,  in 
which  nature  regulates  the  bison  population,  the  herd  kept  in  check  by 
food  availability  and  weather  conditions. 


Bison  advocates  are  not  pleased.  The  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition , a 
fairly  moderate  group  of  environmentalists  based  in  Bozeman,  was  hoping 
for  a compromise.  "We  were  looking  for  more  of  a balance  between  livestock 
and  wildlife  interests,"  spokesperson  Michael  Scott  says.  "But  the  state 
of  Montana  has  insisted  on  such  intrusive  control  measures  that  what  we 
will  have  is  a ranched  population." 

Gov.  Marc  Racicot's  petulant  refusal  to  bend  on  the  issue  of  letting 
park  bison  cross  state  lines  has  unquestionably  fueled  the  controversy. 

Yet  this  plan  can't  be  blamed  entirely  on  Montana.  The  park  has  been 
headed  in  this  direction  for  a long  time.  Piece  by  piece,  the  agency  has 
been  constructing  what  amount  to  invisible  cages,  like  the  power  line 
hidden  just  out  of  camera  view  in  the  backcountry  of  Hayden  Valley. 
Officials  use  science  to  create  the  illusion  of  wildness  for  tourists, 
while  exerting  minute  control  over  the  animals  themselves. 

There  are  an  estimated  380  grizzly  bears,  wolves,  coyotes,  elk,  sheep, 
bison  and  antelope  wearing  radio  collars  in  the  Yellowstone  ecosystem. 

This  doesn't  count  the  animals  tagged,  tattooed  and  otherwise  marked  for 
identification . 

While  not  universal  among  biologists,  it's  behavior  that  borders  on  the 
obsessive,  and  one  upon  which  we  increasingly  rely  to  solve  our  own  social 
and  political  problems.  I'm  waiting  for  the  day  I see  a marmot  with  a 
collar,  bleeping  out  its  location  to  some  thesis-writing  "naturalist." 

Furthermore,  it's  become  a cottage  industry.  Between  the  books,  doctoral 
theses,  and  TV  documentaries,  the  commercial  wildlife-watching  guides, 
photographers,  poachers  and  journalists  making  a living  off  animals  whose 
movements  can  be  constantly  tracked,  we've  come  to  view  these  animals  as 
ours . 

The  late  Paul  Shepard  theorized  that  a species  cannot  survive  outside 
the  conditions  that  gave  rise  to  its  existence.  We  used  to  depend  on  these 
animals  for  our  physical  and  spiritual  lives.  Crow  Chief  Plenty  Coups 
refused  to  speak  of  the  years  after  the  last  wild  bison  herds  were  gone, 
saying  "when  the  buffalo  went  away  the  hearts  of  my  people  fell  to  the 
ground,  and  they  could  not  lift  them  up  again.  After  this  nothing  happened. 
" Now  we  move  the  descendants  of  the  last  wild  buffalo  about  like  toys, 
like  commodities  that  can  be  priced  in  a market  and  weighed  against  the 
value  of  other  goods  and  services.  And  can  conceive  of  such  things  as 
"vaginal  transmitters." 

What  the  Park  Service  misses  in  its  voluminous  analysis  is  the 
intangible  and  invaluable  wildness  of  the  American  buffalo.  It's  the 
inexplicable  quality  that  makes  bison  toss  Frenchmen,  and  leads  wolves  to 
favor  domestic  sheep.  We  haven't  just  lost  our  sense  of  humor;  we've  lost 
the  ability  to  get  the  joke  to  begin  with. 


Copies  of  the  final  Bison  Management  Environmental  Impact  Statement  are 
available  by  calling  (307)  344-2159.  A summary  is  online  at 
www.nps.gov/planning.  The  Park  Service  will  accept  comments  on  a narrow 
range  of  issues  through  Oct.  2.  Andrea  Barnett  works  as  a freelance 
environmental  writer  in  Livingston. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Please  visit  my  sites: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 
http: //www. rootsweb . com/~nalakota/ 
http://members.tripod.com/khoward0723/ 

"RE : Black  Death  Is  Decimating  Montana  Prairie  Dogs"  

Date:  Tue,  5 Sep  2000  19:24:16  -0500 
From:  "Brooke"  <brooke@wolf songs . com> 

Sub j : Read  this  please! 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

The  Plague  Dogs 

The  Black  Death  Is  Decimating  Montana  Prairie  Dogs 

A baby  prairie  dog,  right,  tries  to  get  attention  from  its  mother  as  they 
stand  outside  their  hole  in  a field.  An  outbreak  of  bubonic  plague  is 
turning  prairie  dog  towns  into  ghost  towns  on  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian 


Reservation.  (David  Zalubowski/AP  Photo)  The  Associated  Press 

FORT  BELKNAP,  Mont.,  Sept.  5 - An  outbreak  of  bubonic  plague  is  turning 
prairie  dog  towns  into  ghost  towns  on  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian  Reservation. 

"Right  now,  it's  a serious  wildlife  health  issue  and  it's  something  the 
public  should  be  aware  of,"  said  John  Grentsen,  a wildlife  biologist  for 
the  federal  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

Since  the  presence  of  the  bacteria  that  causes  the  plague  was  confirmed 
on  the  reservation  and  in  southern  Phillips  County  last  fall,  about  3,600 
acres  of  healthy  prairie  dog  towns  have  died  off,  and  more  are  being 
decimated  each  month. 

Weeks  ago,  a 500-acre  prairie  dog  town  on  the  reservation  was  alive  with 
thousands  of  barking,  scurrying  rodents.  Now,  there  is  hardly  any  sound  or 
movement . 

Environmental  officials  suspect  the  area  is  on  the  verge  of  a plague 
epidemic  similar  to  the  one  that  annihilated  prairie  dogs  on  nearly  21,000 
acres  in  Phillips  County  in  the  mid-1990s. 

The  die-off  is  hurting  endangered  black-footed  ferrets  and  rare  mountain 
plovers.  The  ferrets,  which  are  being  reintroduced  in  Montana,  feed  on 
prairie  dogs  and  live  in  their  burrows.  The  plovers  prefer  to  nest  in  the 
sparse  vegetation  provided  by  prairie  dog  towns. 

People  Advised  to  Stay  Away 

Bubonic  plague  is  transmitted  by  fleas.  The  bacteria  - Yersinia  pestis  - 
thrives  in  prairie  dog  fleas.  Once  infected,  prairie  dogs  contract  a form 
of  plague  and  die  within  days,  usually  deep  within  their  burrows. 

Other  animals  known  to  carry  the  disease  are  deer  mice,  rats,  badgers, 
coyotes,  bobcats  and  antelope. 

Health  officials  say  plague  outbreaks  among  prairie  dogs  in  northcentral 
Montana  is  nothing  new,  but  people  are  advised  to  keep  themselves  and 
their  pets  flea-free  and  away  from  plagued  areas. 

So  far,  the  prairie  dog  towns  infected  in  and  near  Phillips  County  are 
in  very  remote  areas,  miles  from  the  nearest  cities  or  tourist  attractions. 

Montana  has  had  two  human  plague  cases  in  the  past  decade,  said  Todd 
Damrow,  state  epidemiologist.  One  man  died  from  the  plague  after  getting 
the  disease  while  skinning  an  infected  bobcat;  another  man  became  ill,  but 
later  recovered,  after  field  dressing  an  infected  antelope. 

Modern  antibiotics  are  effective  against  plague,  but  treatment  must 
begin  promptly.  Symptoms  include  swollen  and  tender  lymph  glands 
accompanied  by  fever,  chills,  headache  and  extreme  exhaustion. 

"RE : The  Straight  (Buffalo)  Poop"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Sep  2000  13:42:35  -0600 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : the  straight  (buffalo)  poop 

Greetings!  Friends  of  the  buffalo  - 

In  response  to  the  utter  confusion  that  folks  have  expressed  by 
having  a 13  pound  Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  presented  to 
them  (&  a poorly  written  one,  at  that!)  - Darrell  Geist;  BFC  BOD 
member  has  taken  his  valuable  time  to  do  an  in  depth  analysis  of  the 
document.  This  is  the  first  installment!  We  hope  it  assists  you  in 
putting  together  succinct  comments  for  the  buffalo! 

Together  we  can  raise  our  voices  and  be  heard. 

Also- 

With  snow  quickly  approaching  - we  are  beginning  to  stock  up  for  the 
winter.  Any  food/tea/coffee/cleaning/well  people  products  donations 
that  you  can  help  us  secure  are  appreciated  as  well  as  tax 
deductible.  If  you  want  to  pass  on  the  name  of  the  company  to  us  - 
please  do  at  buffalo@wildrockies.org.  If  you  would  like  to  approach 
them  for  us  - that  would  be  excellent  - we  can  send  you  some  extra 
newsletters  to  share  with  them  also! 

Thanks! 


Informational  Summary  of  Volume  I 

Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS) 

Bison  Management  Plan  for  the  State  of  Montana  and  Yellowstone  National  Park 

Note:  The  informational  summary  presented  here  is  verbatim, 
paraphrased  or  collated  from  different  sections  of  Volume  I of  the 
final  EIS  on  long-term  management  of  Yellowstone's  bison  herd.  This 
summary  includes  only  the  purpose  and  need  of  action,  the  agencies 
and  their  respective  roles,  the  timeline  and  project  location,  some 
background  information,  details  and  strategies  of  the  modified 
preferred  alternative  including  costs,  objectives  and  some  impacts  to 
the  bison  population.  It  was  prepared  by  Darrell  Geist,  Executive 
Director  of  Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers  PO  Box  7941  Missoula  MT  59807 
406-728-0867  cmcr@wildrockies . org. 

Purpose  of  Action:  To  maintain  a wild,  free  ranging  population  of 
bison  and  address  the  risk  of  brucellosis  transmission  to  protect  the 
economic  interest  and  viability  of  the  livestock  industry  in  the 
state  of  Montana. 

Need  for  Action:  Bison  are  an  essential  component  of  Yellowstone 
National  Park  because  they  contribute  to  the  biological,  ecological, 
cultural  and  aesthetic  purposes  of  the  Park.  However,  the  Park  is  non 
a self-contained  ecosystem  and  periodic  bison  migrations  into  Montana 
are  natural  events.  Some  bison  carry  brucellosis  and  may  transmit  it 
to  cattle  that  occupy  bison  range. 

Project  Agencies:  The  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  (National  Park 
Service)  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (Forest  Service)  are 
the  federal  lead  agencies.  The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service)  is  a cooperating  agency. 

The  state  of  Montana  was  a lead  agency  in  the  preparation  of  the  EIS 
until  December,  1999,  when  disagreements  over  a final  plan  led  the 
federal  government  to  terminate  a Memorandum  of  Understanding  between 
the  parties  which  was  affirmed  by  U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Charles 
C.  Lovell.  (Note:  If  Montana  is  not  a signatory  to  a final  Record  of 
Decision  it  may  devise  its  own  plan  or  continue  implementing  an 
Interim  Plan  to  manage  migrating  bison  in  Montana). 

The  National  Park  Service  is  the  federal  agency  with  authority  for 
conserving  and  protecting  Park  resources  by  such  means  as  will  leave 
them  unimpaired  for  the  enjoyment  of  future  generations. 

APHIS  is  the  federal  agency  with  authority  to  protect  and  improve  the 
United  States'  agricultural  sector,  and  to  cooperate  with  states  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  livestock  diseases.  It  also  has  jurisdiction 
over  the  national  brucellosis  eradication  program.  Under  Title  9,  CFR 
Part  78  APHIS  have  jurisdiction  over  the  classification  of  a state's 
brucellosis  status. 

The  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  have  statutory  authority  to 
protect  and  promote  the  livestock  industry,  including  explicit 
statutory  authority  to  control  migrating  bison  from  the  Park.  This 
agency  is  funded  by  State  Special  Revenue  paid  into  by  all  Montana 
livestock  producers.  However,  the  agency  has  received  grant  money 
from  APHIS  for  a bison  capture  facility  on  Horse  Butte  (Gallatin 
National  Forest) . 

The  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  is  responsible  for 
game  and  wildlife  management  including  on  national  forest  lands. 

However,  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  has  primary  authority 
over  migrating  bison  as  state  statute  classifies  them  as  diseased  or 
originating  from  a diseased  herd. 


The  U.S.  Forest  Service  is  the  federal  agency  with  authority  for 


managing  habitat  on  national  forests  including  the  maintenance  of 
viable  populations  of  native  wildlife  and  plant  species  to  meet 
multiple  use  objectives.  It  is  responsible  for  ecological  conditions 
on  national  forests,  and  as  such,  makes  jurisdictional  decisions  as 
to  when  livestock  grazing  allotments  need  modification  to  give 
preference  to  native  wildlife.  However,  changes  to  national  forest 
grazing  allotments  based  on  brucellosis  (or  disease)  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  APHIS  and  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock.  These 
changes  in  allotments  or  livestock  management  for  reasons  of  disease 
are  made  to  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  and  the  grazing  permit  holders. 

The  U.S.  Forest  Service  can  then  modify  grazing  permits  or  allotment 
plans,  as  needed,  to  minimize  the  risk  of  disease  transmission  from 
wildlife  to  livestock. 

Project  Location:  Greater  Yellowstone  ecosystem,  the  largest  and 
most  intact  ecosystem  in  the  contiguous  United  States.  The  ecosystem 
encompasses  the  2.2  million  acre  Yellowstone  National  Park,  of  which 
1.75  million  acres  is  'habitually'  occupied  by  bison.  The  lands 
outside  the  Park  include  568,994  acres  primarily  located  on  the 
Gallatin  National  Forest  (97%).  State  or  local  government  lands  (1%) 
and  private  lands  (2%)  account  for  the  remainder  of  lands  affected  by 
this  project. 

Timeline:  15  years  beginning  in  the  winter  of  2000-2001  through  the 
winter  of  2014-2015. 

Background:  Bison  once  ranged  from  the  Appalachian  Mountains  to  the 
Great  Basin  south  into  Mexico  and  as  far  north  as  the  Yukon  territory 
in  Canada.  The  bison  population  in  historic  times  ranged  from  30  to 
65  million.  Bison  are  native  to  the  Greater  Yellowstone  ecosystem  and 
ranged  in  the  northern  Rocky  Mountains  of  western  Montana  and 
Wyoming.  By  1901,  only  25  bison  were  counted  in  Yellowstone  National 
Park.  By  January  2000,  2,410  bison  roamed  the  Park.  The  Yellowstone 
bison  are  the  descendants  of  the  only  continually  wild  herd  to  occupy 
their  native  range  in  the  United  States. 

Bison  retain  the  memory  of  migratory  routes.  Bison  winter  range  and 
corridors  on  the  Northern  boundary  include  Gardiner  Valley,  Reese 
Creek,  Eagle  Creek/Bear  Creek,  Little  Trail  Creek/Maiden  Basin, 

Hellroaring  and  Slough  Creek. 

Bison  winter  range  and  corridors  on  the  Western  boundary  include 
Grayling  Creek/Fir  Ridge,  Madison  River,  Duck  Creek,  Cougar  Creek, 

Horse  Butte  Peninsula,  and  the  south  arm  of  the  Madison  River. 

Approximately  2,019  cow-calf  pairs  graze  on  bison  winter  range  within 
10  miles  north  and  west  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  - less  than  4% 
of  the  cattle  population  of  Gallatin  and  Park  counties. 

Nine  objectives  were  identified  in  determining  which  alternatives  are 
reasonable,  and  in  guiding  the  selection  of  a preferred  alternative: 

1.  Address  bison  population  size  and  distribution;  have  specific 
commitments  relating  to  the  size  of  Yellowstone's  bison  herd. 

2.  Clearly  define  a boundary  line  beyond  which  bison  will  not  be  tolerated. 

3.  Address  the  risk  to  public  safety  and  property  damage  by  bison. 

4.  Commit  to  the  eventual  elimination  of  brucellosis  in  bison  and 
other  wildlife. 

5.  Protect  livestock  from  the  risk  of  brucellosis. 

6.  Protect  the  state  of  Montana's  brucellosis-free  status. 

7.  At  a minimum,  maintain  a viable  population  of  wild  bison  in 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  as  defined  in  biological,  genetic  and 
ecological  terms. 

8.  Be  based  on  factual  information,  with  the  recognition  that  the 
scientific  database  is  changing. 


9.  Recognize  the  need  for  coordination  in  the  management  of  natural 
and  cultural  resource  values  that  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
signatory  agencies. 

Modified  Preferred  Alternative:  Although  the  government  has  not 
issued  a Record  of  Decision,  they  have  identified  a modified 
preferred  alternative  for  implementation.  The  federal  agencies 
acknowledge  that  the  state  of  Montana  would  decide  the  long-term 
management  for  bison  located  on  lands  outside  Yellowstone  National 
Park  in  Montana. 

Elements  of  the  Modified  Preferred  Alternative  include: 

1.  An  adaptive  management  approach  that  allows  agencies  to  gain 
experience  and  knowledge  of  bison  migrations  and  behavior  over  time, 
including  a phased  or  3-step  process  for  plan  implementation,  and 
bison  management  zones.  Adaptive  management  strategies  to  ensure 
spatial  and  temporal  separation  include  hazing,  capturing,  testing, 
slaughter  and  quarantine  of  bison,  and  a zone  management  regime  based 
on  decreasing  tolerance  for  bison  that  migrate  near  zone  boundaries. 

2.  A 45-day  spatial  and  temporal  separation  of  bison  or  their  birth 
products  and  cattle. 

3.  When  bison  are  allowed  to  exit  the  Park  to  access  winter  range 
they  are  managed  in  zones.  The  intensity  of  management  increases 
(lethal  means)  and  tolerance  decreases  as  bison  migrate  near  zone 
boundaries . 

4.  An  overall  bison  population  of  3,000.  Bison  tolerance  limits  of 
100  each  on  the  north  and  west  boundaries  of  the  Park.  Tolerance 
limits  are  based  on  the  ability  of  the  agencies  to  monitor,  manage 
and  limit  bison  movements  within  a specific  geographic  area. 

5.  Vaccination  of  vaccine-eligible  bison,  including  remote 
vaccination  inside  the  Park. 

6.  Telemetry  would  be  used  to  monitor  seronegative  pregnant  bison, 
i.e.  captured  pregnant  bison  that  test  negative  would  be 
radio-collared  and  implanted  with  a vaginal  telemetry  device  that 
would  be  expelled/activated  on  birth  or  abortion. 

7.  Testing,  calfhood  vaccination,  and  possible  adult  vaccination  of 
cattle  grazing  on  bison  range  west  and  north  of  the  Park.  At  the 
owner's  request  APHIS  could  certify  as  brucellosis-free,  cattle  herds 
that  occupy  bison  range  if  they  meet  certification  requirements . 

APHIS  will  also  reimburse  costs  of  cattle  vaccination. 

8.  Untested  bison  would  be  allowed  to  occupy  these  public  lands 
year-round  without  agency  interference:  Eagle  Creek/  Bear  Creek  and 
the  Absaroka  Beartooth  Wilderness  (on  the  north);  Cabin  Creek 
Recreation  and  Wildlife  Management  Area,  and  the  Monument  Mountain 
Unit  of  the  Lee  Metcalf  Wilderness  (on  the  west).  Bison  would  be 
hazed  off  Cabin  Creek/Monument  Mountain  in  the  spring,  if  feasible. 

Detail  of  Modified  Preferred  Alternative: 

Step  1 on  the  Northern  boundary  (Gardiner) 

Bison  migrating  north  of  the  Park  near  public  and  private  lands  on 
Reese  Creek  would  be  hazed  to  prevent  migration  outside  the  Park.  If 
hazing  becomes  ineffective,  bison  would  be  captured  and  tested  in  the 
Stephens  Creek  capture  facility,  or  shot.  Bison  testing  seropositive 
would  be  shipped  to  slaughter.  Calves  and  yearlings  would  be 
vaccinated.  Up  to  125  seronegative  bison  would  be  held  at  the  capture 
facility  by  the  National  Park  Service  until  late  winter  or  early 
spring  and  released  to  move  back  into  the  Park  on  their  own.  A few 
might  be  used  for  research  purposes.  Bison  that  could  not  be  hazed 
back  into  the  Park  would  be  shot. 

Bison  would  be  allowed  to  occupy  the  Eagle  Creek/Bear  Creek  area  up 
to  the  Little  Trail  Creek/Maiden  Basin  divide.  Bison  migrating 
beyond  the  divide  would  be  hazed  or  shot. 


Step  1 on  the  Western  boundary  (West  Yellowstone) 


Bison  migrating  out  of  the  Park  along  Duck  Creek,  Cougar  Creek, 
Madison  River  and  other  corridors  would  be  hazed  whenever  feasible. 

If  hazing  is  ineffective,  bison  would  be  captured  and  tested. 

However,  haze,  capture,  test  and  bison  slaughter  operations  are 
employed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Montana  state  veterinarian . Two 
separate  bison  capture  facilities  could  be  operated  throughout  the 
winter  on  Duck  Creek  (private  land)  and  Horse  Butte  (public  land). 

All  seronegative  bison  including  pregnant  females,  would  be  released 
up  to  a tolerance  level  of  100  bison.  Calves  and  yearlings  would  be 
vaccinated.  Pregnant  females  would  be  radio  collared  and  implanted 
with  a vaginal  telemetry  device  that  would  be  expelled/activated  on 
birth  or  abortion.  Bison  would  be  hazed  back  into  the  Park  45  days 
prior  to  cattle  occupying  allotments  in  the  area.  Bison  that  could 
not  be  hazed,  captured  or  are  not  tolerated  would  be  shot. 

During  step  1 APHIS  would  initiate  a NEPA  (National  Environmental 
Protection  Act)  process  to  determine  the  design,  location  and 
operation  parameters  of  a bison  quarantine  facility. 

Step  2 begins  when  an  existing  cattle  lease  expires  on  land  purchased 
by  the  Rocky  Mountain  Elk  Foundation  and  the  federal  government, 
which  is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gallatin  National  Forest. 

Step  2 on  the  Northern  boundary  (Gardiner) 

Hazing  of  bison  would  be  employed  to  prevent  migration  north  of  the 
Park.  If  hazing  was  ineffective,  capture  of  bison  would  begin. 
Seropositive  bison  would  be  sent  to  slaughter.  Captured  calves  and 
yearlings  would  be  vaccinated.  Pregnant  females  would  be  radio 
collared  and  implanted  with  a vaginal  telemetry  device  that  would  be 
expelled/activated  on  birth  or  abortion.  Up  to  100  seronegative  bison 
would  be  allowed  to  occupy  these  lands  during  the  winter  under 
certain  conditions  including:  the  overall  bison  late  winter/early 
spring  population  is  at  3,000,  only  seronegative  bison  are  allowed 
out  of  the  Park;  no  more  than  100  bison  occupy  the  area,  and  all 
bison  not  returning  on  their  own  would  be  hazed  back  into  the  Park  in 
the  spring. 

Step  2 on  the  Western  boundary  (West  Yellowstone) 

Identical  to  step  1,  except  any  untested  calves,  yearlings,  or  other 
vaccine-eligible  bison  that  could  not  be  captured  would  be  remotely 
vaccinated  if  an  effective  delivery  system  is  available.  Other  bison 
that  could  not  be  hazed,  captured  or  are  not  tolerated,  would  be  shot 

Step  3 begins  when  the  agencies  gain  experience  managing  bison  in 
each  boundary  zone,  and  after  a minimum  of  two  years  following  the 
release  of  seronegative  bison,  e.g.  the  winter  of  2003/2004  in  West 
Yellowstone  and  2004/2005  in  Gardiner.  Up  to  100  untested  bison  would 
be  allowed  to  freely  range  in  designated  management  zones  on  both  the 
western  and  northern  boundaries  of  the  Park.  Bison  would  be  hazed 
back  into  the  Park  in  the  spring  or  shot. 

Bison  capture  facilities  in  Gardiner  (Stephens  Creek)  and  West 
Yellowstone  (Duck  Creek  and  Horse  Butte),  and  a quarantine  facility 
would  be  used  to  maintain  the  bison  population  at  3,000;  enforce 
tolerance  levels  of  100  bison;  and  ensure  a 45-day  separation  period 
between  bison  and  cattle.  Park  wide  vaccination  of  bison  calves  and 
yearlings  would  begin. 

The  unknowns  involved  in  implementing  the  modified  preferred 
alternative  include:  safety  and  efficacy  of  RB  51  vaccination; 
availability  of  a remote  delivery  system;  location,  design, 
operation,  holding  capacity  and  date  of  availability  of  a bison 
quarantine  facility  which  requires  a new  NEPA  process;  and  the 
outcome  of  a new  NEPA  process  for  Park  wide  vaccination  of  bison. 


Zone  Management: 

Special  management  areas  or  management  zones  would  be  created  and 
could  be  implemented  under  current  federal  regulations.  However, 
creation  of  these  zones  requires  the  approval  of  the  state  of  Montana 
as  specified  by  Montana  law. 

The  agencies  would  limit  bison  movement  on  the  North  boundary  to 
Yankee  Dim  Canyon  and  would  rely  on  topography  and  progressively  more 
intense  management  (lethal  means)  as  bison  migrated  near  the 
boundaries  of  zone  management  areas  even  if  cattle  were  not  present 
in  the  area.  A second  capture  facility  may  be  constructed  between 
Reese  Creek  and  Yankee  Dim  Canyon  to  control  bison  migration.  Bison 
beyond  the  Little  Trail  Creek/Maiden  Basin  hydrographic  divide  would 
be  hazed  or  shot. 

Zone  1 includes  bison  winter  range  on  the  northern  boundary  of 
Yellowstone  National  Park  near  Reese  Creek.  Bison  would  be  subject  to 
hazing  in  the  spring  to  maintain  a 45-day  separation  period.  Capture 
and  testing  of  bison  may  occur  to  manage  for  bison  tolerance  limits 
(100  bison)  and  herd  population  size  (3,000).  The  zone  is  from 
Mammoth  Hot  Springs  north  to  Gardiner  and  west-northwest  to  Reese 
Creek. 

Zone  2 includes  U.S.  Forest  Service  bison  winter  range  with  some 
conservation  easement  lands  where  bison  would  be  managed  for  a 45-day 
separation  period,  lethal  removal  for  private  property  owners  and 
bison  tolerance  limits  (100).  The  zone  borders  Maiden  Basin  divide, 
north  of  Reese  Creek,  in  a 1-mile  wide  corridor  paralleling  Highway 
89  to  Yankee  Dim  Canyon. 

Zone  3 includes  lands  where  bison  leave  Zone  2 and  would  be 
intercepted  and  killed.  The  zone  roughly  parallels  to  the  east  and 
west  the  1-mile  wide  corridor  in  zone  2 to  Yankee  Dim  Canyon. 

Bison  in  the  West  boundary  area  would  be  managed  in  four  zones,  using 
topography  and  progressively  more  intense  management  (lethal  means) 
to  ensure  no  contact  is  made  between  bison  and  cattle  outside  the 
boundary  zones.  Bison  would  always  be  hazed  back  into  the  Park  in 
the  spring,  or  captured  or  shot  to  ensure  none  remain  on  the  West 
boundary  during  the  45-day  period  before  cattle  return. 

Zone  1 includes  bison  winter  range  on  the  western  boundary  of 
Yellowstone  National  Park.  Bison  would  be  subject  to  hazing  in  the 
spring  to  maintain  a 45-day  separation  period.  The  zone  approximately 
follows  Highway  191-287  (on  the  east  side)  from  West  Yellowstone 
north  to  Duck  Creek. 

Zone  2 includes  U.S.  Forest  Service  bison  winter  range  and  some 
private  property  where  bison  would  be  managed  for  a 45-day  separation 
period,  lethal  removal  for  private  property  owners,  bison  tolerance 
limits  (100)  and  bison  population  size  (3,000).  The  zone 
approximately  follows  Highway  191-287  (on  the  west  side)  from  West 
Yellowstone  north  to  Duck  Creek.  The  north  boundary  approximately 
parallels  Highway  287  to  Red  Canyon  Creek.  The  south  boundary  roughly 
parallels  Highway  20  to  the  south  arm  of  the  Madison  River.  The 
western  boundary  is  the  Horse  Butte  Peninsula  (Hebgen  Lake)  and  the 
south  arm  of  the  Madison  River. 

Zone  3 includes  lands  where  bison  leave  Zone  2 and  would  be 
intercepted  and  killed.  The  zone  is  roughly  a 2-mile  wide  corridor 
paralleling  Highway  287  from  Red  Canyon  Creek  to  Hebgen  Dam.  It  also 
includes  a roughly  2-mile  wide  corridor  from  the  south  arm  of  the 
Madison  River  west  on  Highway  20  to  Targhee  Pass. 


Zone  4 is  an  extra  buffer  between  the  bison  herd  and  cattle  that 
winter  beyond  zone  3. 


Note:  Topographical  descriptions  of  zone  management  areas  are  not 
provided  in  the  EIS.  They  are  only  presented  on  a map  for  the 
Modified  Preferred  Alternative. 

Annual  Cost/Income  Estimates  of  the  Modified  Preferred  Alternative: 
National  Park  Service:  $1,059,700 
U.S.  Forest  Service:  $22,000 
State  of  Montana:  $371,020* 

APHIS:  $1, 203, 800 -$1, 533, 800 

Shared  Costs:  $29,100,000  (Acquisition/easement  of  6,000  acres  along 
Reese  Creek) 

Total:  $2,656,520-$2,986,520 

Note:  These  figures  do  not  include  a one-time  cost  of  $150,000  to 
construct  a new  bison  capture  facility  between  Reese  Creek  and  Yankee 
3im  Canyon,  land  costs  for  a bison  quarantine  facility  and  the 
acquisition/easement  of  6,000  acres  along  Reese  Creek  . 

* Includes  income  of  $51,480  from  the  sale  of  bison  heads,  hide  and  meat. 
Impacts  on  Bison  Population: 

With  an  average  number  of  bison  migrating  outside  the  Park  the 
modified  preferred  alternative  would  remove  between  159  and  165  bison 
in  each  year  of  the  15-year  plan.  Of  the  159  bison,  62  would  be 
shipped  to  slaughter  and  97  sent  to  quarantine.  Of  the  165  bison,  49 
would  be  shipped  to  slaughter  and  124  sent  to  quarantine. 

However,  to  maintain  the  population  below  3,000  an  additional  79  to 
81  bison  would  be  removed  for  a total  annual  average  removal  of  159 
to  246  bison.  Larger  removals  of  bison  would  occur  to  maintain  this 
average  removal  rate  when  severe  winter  conditions  periodically 
forced  additional  bison  outside  Park  boundaries. 

Executive  Director 

Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers 
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Missoula,  Montana  USA  59807 
406-728-0867  phone 
406-327-1209  fax 
cmcr@wildrockies .org 
http://www.wildrockies.org/cmcr 


The  pdf  of  new  newsletter  is  at  http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 

BFC  is  the  only  group  working  365  days  a year  in  Yellowstone  with  the  buffalo. 

Under  IRS  determination  - donations  to  501(c)(3)  non-profit 

organizations  are  tax  deductible.  Contributions  to  BFC  are 

tax-deductible  to  the  extent  allowed  by  law  and  support  our 

aggressive,  frontline  campaign. 

NEW  Buffalo  Compilation  Video  available.  For  more  info: 
mailto: cmcr@wildrockies . org 


WHO  CARES?? 

Stop-the-slaughter  Buffalo  updates  are  mailed  about  3-4/month. 

Caring  Buffalo  folks  can  sign  up.  Help  get  the  word  out  - Pass  this 
update  on  to  7 friends.  Together  we  can  raise  our  voices  and  be 
heard . . . 

++++++++++++++ 

List -Sub scribe : mailto:Stop-the-Slaughter-on@vortex.wildrockies.org 
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Long  Nomads,  Canada's  Inuit  Find  a Settled  Life  Unsettling 
By  l AMES  BROOKE 
The  New  York  Times 

Iqaluit,  the  tiny  capital,  is  mired  in  mud  and  social  change. 


QALUIT,  Nunavut,  Aug.  29  --  In  this  brand  new  territory,  where  new 
government  buildings  rise  on  nameless  muddy  streets,  people  had 
barely  learned  that  the  former  speaker  of  the  legislature  had  been 
convicted  of  sexual  assault  when  they  heard  today  that  their 
education  minister  had  been  charged  with  beating  up  a woman. 

This  dual  attack  on  the  pride  of  this  17-month-old  territory  seemed 
to  highlight  the  rocky  cultural  transition  of  the  Inuit,  who  compose 
85  percent  of  Nunavut's  27,000  residents. 

Telescoping  centuries  of  sociological  change  into  two  generations, 
the  Inuit,  known  as  Eskimos  in  Alaska  and  Greenland,  have  moved  from 
the  life  of  nomadic  hunters  who  survived  for  centuries  in  one  of  the 
world's  harshest  environments  to  a modern,  sedentary  life  marked  by 
snowmobiles,  heated  homes  and  satellite  television. 

One  price  for  this  wrenching  change  has  been  Canada's  highest  rate  of 
violent  crime,  with  one  attack  reported  each  year  for  every  19 
residents.  Last  year  Nunavut  registered  204  sexual  assaults,  about  10 
times  the  national  per-capita  average,  and  1,115  assaults,  nearly  six 
times  the  national  average. 

In  the  past,  when  attacks  on  women  were  debated,  callers  to  radio 
stations  sometimes  criticized  women's  shelters  for  interfering  in 
traditional  family  life.  Elders  reminded  listeners  that  in 
traditional  Inuit  society,  a man  was  allowed  to  beat  his  wife  if  she 
lied  to  him,  was  unfaithful  or  talked  too  much. 

"Men  would  call  in  and  say,  'The  shelters  are  ruining  my  marriage, ' " 
said  the  wife  of  a territorial  minister.  "Older  women  would  say:  'I 
was  beaten.  If  we  talk  too  much,  we  are  beaten.'  " 

But  now  younger  Inuit,  separated  by  a generation  or  more  from  the 
harsh  life  of  surviving  in  a wilderness  of  snow  and  ice,  are  saying 
Inuit  should  adapt  their  relations  to  their  new  lives  in  houses  and 
villages . 

"We  as  an  Inuit  nation  need  to  sit  down  and  reflect,"  said  Simona 
Arnatsiaq,  women's  program  coordinator  of  the  Qikiqtani  Inuit 
Association.  "There  has  been  so  much  change  in  50  years.  We  used  to 
live  as  families  in  camps.  Now  we  live  in  settled  communities.  We 
have  to  discuss  getting  along  in  large  groups." 

Across  this  vast  territory,  three  times  the  size  of  Texas, 
alcoholism,  high  unemployment  and  crowded  housing  contribute  to  high 
rates  of  sexual  assault.  Noting  that  there  are  two  people  per  room  in 
the  territory,  twice  the  national  average,  Ann  Roberts,  the  chief 
medical  officer,  said,  "With  the  drinking,  the  ennui,  the  crowded 
housing  stock  --  this  is  the  recipe  for  sexual  assault." 

For  territorial  legislators,  who  have  some  of  the  highest-paying  jobs 
in  the  Arctic,  the  problem  may  stem  from  alcohol  mixed  with 
domineering  attitudes  about  women.  But  even  with  two  members  now 
charged  in  cases  of  violence  against  women,  there  has  been  mostly 
silence  from  the  19-member  Legislative  Assembly,  18  of  whom  are  men. 
Although  women  across  Nunavut  have  started  signing  protest  petitions, 
there  has  been  little  public  reaction  from  Peter  Kattuck,  the 
minister  responsible  for  the  status  of  women. 

>From  Rankin  Inlet,  Nunavut's  second-largest  town,  Evelyn  Thordarson, 
director  of  the  women's  shelter,  said  of  members  of  the  Assembly, 

"When  you  go,  you  take  an  oath  to  serve  the  people,  not  to  harm  the 
people,  not  to  break  the  law." 

Last  March,  in  the  first  blow  to  the  Assembly,  the  police  arrested 
Levi  Barnabas,  the  36-year-old  speaker,  and  charged  him  with  sexual 
assault.  According  to  the  police,  Mr.  Barnabas,  after  a night  of 
heavy  drinking,  tried  to  have  sex  with  a friend's  wife  at  a house 


here.  The  woman  resisted  and  woke  up  her  husband,  who  chased  the 
legislator  into  the  street,  hitting  him  three  times  with  a baseball 
bat . 

Two  weeks  ago,  Mr.  Barnabas  was  found  guilty  and  received  a one-year 
jail  sentence,  which  was  suspended  on  the  condition  that  he  pay 
$1,000  to  the  women's  shelter  here,  perform  240  hours  of  community 
service  and  stay  out  of  Iqaluit's  two  bars  for  six  months. 

Under  pressure  from  the  Assembly's  leaders,  Mr.  Barnabas  resigned  his 
seat.  But  the  politician,  who  has  represented  Canada's  northernmost 
Arctic  villages  for  the  last  five  years,  before  and  after  the 
creation  of  Nunavut,  soon  announced  that  constituents  were  urging  him 
to  run  in  the  special  election  for  his  seat. 

"With  the  Levi  Barnabas  case,  people  are  seeing  this  and  asking: 

'What  is  the  point  of  bringing  charges?  He  only  got  community  hours, ' 

" Ms.  Thordason  said. 

Newspaper  editorialists  say  the  Assembly,  through  its  silence,  is 
sending  out  a message  of  male  impunity.  "The  male-dominated 
legislature  has  been  strangely  silent  over  the  issue,"  News  North 
Nunavut,  a weekly,  wrote  in  an  editorial  Monday. 

"The  government  had  a golden  opportunity  to  take  a stand  against 
violence  directed  at  women.  Their  silence  trivialized  the  severity  of 
Barnabas's  crime." 

But  this  week's  case  may  make  addressing  the  issue  of  violence 
against  women  unavoidable. 

On  Saturday,  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  officers  arrested  lames 
Arvaluk,  52,  the  education  minister,  and  charged  him  with  assault. 

The  police  say  the  victim  was  a woman  at  his  home  in  Coral  Harbor, 
about  435  miles  west  of  here. 

In  1995,  when  Mr.  Arvaluk  represented  that  area  in  the  legislature  of 
the  Northwest  Territories,  he  spent  time  in  jail  after  being 
convicted  of  two  charges  of  sexual  assault. 

"People  were  having  trouble  with  him  as  minister  of  education  with 
the  sexual  assault  conviction,"  said  the  wife  of  another  minister. 

"Now  this  charge  involves  bringing  booze  into  a dry  community." 

When  the  Legislative  Assembly  resumes  session  in  mid-October,  Ms. 
Arnatsiaq  said,  the  first  order  of  business  should  be  to  set  an 
example  by  adopting  a code  of  ethics  and  a policy  of  zero  tolerance 
among  members  for  assaults  on  women. 

Ask  questions  about  International  News  and  tell  other  readers  what 
you  know  in  Abuzz,  a new  knowledge  network  from  The  New  York  Times. 
Copyright  2000  The  New  York  Times  Company 
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Old  Indian  dump  site  uncovered 
The  Associated  Press 
8/21/2 000 

SUQUAMISH  INDIAN  RESERVATION  - Contractors  digging  footings  for  a new 
home  near  Old  Man  House  - a former  home  of  Chief  Seattle  just  north  of 
Bainbridge  Island  - have  unearthed  what  appears  to  be  a midden,  the 
archaeological  term  for  a garbage  dump. 

Chunks  of  material  from  the  site  are  deeply  layered  - each  layer 
recording  activities  by  Suquamish  Indians  at  the  Old  Man  House,  a 
longhouse  destroyed  in  the  19th  century. 

"It's  like  a time  capsule  hanging  together,"  Dennis  Lewarch  said  Friday, 
holding  up  a chunk  - laced  with  shells  and  fire-cracked  stone. 

The  site  was  accidentally  uncovered  last  week  as  a track-hoe  operator 
began  digging  in  the  area.  Lewarch,  an  archaeologist  for  Larson 
Anthropological  Archaeological  Services,  has  identified  it  as  an 
archaeological  site  and  a Kitsap  County  inspector  has  issued  a stop-work 


order . 

"It's  like  a history  book/'  said  Charlie  Sigo,  a Suquamish  Tribal 
Council  member,  museum  curator  and  archivist.  "When  something  like  this  is 
destroyed,  you  lose  a couple  of  pages.  You  never  get  that  back." 

The  tribe  is  irked  that  county  officials  didn't  alert  them  construction 
was  taking  place  near  the  Old  Man  House  site. 

"We  knew  there  was  something  there,"  Sigo  said.  "It  was  a 600-foot-long 
house,  so  that  whole  spit  area  is  suspect." 

Pat  Osier,  the  local  real  estate  agent  who  owns  the  site,  isn't  happy 
either.  He  didn't  think  the  footings  would  be  so  deep  that  they  would 
disturb  anything  at  the  site  near  Old  Man  House  State  Park.  And  he's 
losing  $2,000  a day  for  the  idle  track  hoe  and  archaeological  fees. 

Osier  said  he  expects  he  will  eventually  be  able  to  build  on  the  site, 
now  covered  with  landscape  fabric  and  rock.  If  the  tribe  or  federal 
government  would  like  to  excavate  later,  he  said,  they  can  buy  it. 

"RE : Let  the  Great  Healing  Begin"  

Date:  10  Sep  2000  01:03:08  GMT 
From:  jtroad@aol.com  (Harvey  Arden) 

Sub j : "Let  the  Great  Healing  Begin!"  --Leonard  Peltier 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Hello.  This  is  Harvey  Arden,  Leonard  Peltier's  editor.  I'm  asking 
everyone  who  cares  about  Leonard  to  IMMEDIATELY  sign  the  online  Clemency 
Petition  linked  below.  Even  if  you've  already  signed,  PLEASE  ask  ALL  of 
your  friends  NOW  to  do  the  same.  This  is  a way  to  show  your  support  and 
convince  Pres.  Clinton--the  only  person  with  the  Constitutional  power  to 
free  Leonard--to  release  this  innocent  human  being  from  his  quarter-century 
of  false  imprisonment.  Become  part  of  the  history  of  your  own  times! 

Sign  this  petition!  (only  once,  please!) 

Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier  Petition  - 
http://www.petitiononline.com/Clemency/petition . html 

A Message  from  Leonard: 

OUT  OF  DEATH  COMES  LIFE.  Out  of  pain  comes  hope.  This  I have  learned 
these  long  years  of  loss.  Loss,  yes,  but  not  despair.  I have  never  lost 
hope  nor  have  I lost  my  absolute  belief  in  the  rightness  of  our  cause, 
which  is  my  People's  survival. 

I don't  know  how  to  save  the  world.  I hold  no  secret  knowledge  for 
fixing  the  mistakes  of  the  past  and  present.  I only  know  that  without 
respect  for  all  of  Earth's  inhabitants,  none  of  us  will  survive--nor  will 
we  deserve  to. 

We're  in  this  together,  my  friends,  the  rich,  the  poor,  the  red,  the 
white,  the  black,  the  brown,  the  yellow.  We're  all  one  family  of 
humankind.  We  share  responsibility  for  our  Mother  the  Earth  and  for  all 
those  who  live  and  breathe  upon  her.  Our  work  will  remain  unfinished 
until  not  one  human  being  is  hungry  or  battered,  not  a single  person  is 
forced  to  die  in  war,  not  one  innocent  languishes  in  prison,  and  no  one  is 
persecuted  for  his  or  her  beliefs. 

I believe  in  the  good  in  humankind.  I believe  that  the  good  can  prevail, 
but  only  with  great  effort.  And  that  effort  is  ours,  each  of  ours,  yours 
and  mine. 

WE  MUST  EACH  BE  AN  ARMY  OF  ONE  in  the  endless  struggle  between  the 
goodness  we  are  all  capable  of  and  the  evil  that  threatens  us  all  from 
without  as  well  as  from  within.  Yes,  we  can  each  be  an  army  of  one.  One 
good  man  or  one  good  woman  can  change  the  world.  Are  you  that  man  or 
woman?  If  so,  may  the  Great  Spirit  bless  you.  If  not,  why  not?  We  must 
each  of  us  be  that  person.  That  will  transform  the  world  overnight.  That 
would  be  a miracle,  yes,  but  a miracle  within  our  power,  our  healing  power. 

We  can  do  it.  Yes,  you  and  I and  all  of  us  together.  Now  is  the  time. 
Now  is  the  only  possible  time.  Let  the  Great  Healing  begin, 
from  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance  by  Leonard  Peltier 


- 0 - 

For  more  information  on  Leonard  Peltier, 

see  the  website  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

freepeltier.org 

PLEASE  PASS  THIS  ON  TO  ALL  YOU  KNOW!  THANKS!  /Harvey 
Become  an  Army  of  One! 

Exercise  your  Conscience  by  exercising  your  Vote! 

Write-in  LEONARD  PELTIER  for  President  on  your  Ballot  in  2000! 

"RE : Word  of  Encouragement"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Sep  2000  10:50:22  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Word  of  Encouragement  & added  BD  announcement 
Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

lust  wanted  to  share  an  encouraging  tid  bit  of  information  with  you 
regarding  the  Peltier  clemency  telephone  campaign.  One  of  Leonard  Peltier's 
supporters  called  the  White  House  comment  line  recently,  and  expressed  his 
frustration  about  the  many  phone  calls  he  has  been  making,  and  the  lack  of 
response  from  the  White  House.  The  operator  told  him  that  she  believed  the 
Clinton  Administration  has  taken  serious  notice  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  case 
and  is  actively  looking  into  it.  Let's  hope  it  is  true!  Your  calls  are 
having  an  effect,  let's  intensify  the  volume  as  much  as  we  can,  ask  your 
friends  to  join  you!  (Regional  call  in  days:  NE-MON,  SE-TUES,  MW  & 

INTERNAT . -WED,  NW-THURS,  SW-FRI...  WHITE  HOUSE  # 202-456-1111).  Don't 
forget  to  let  us  know  if  you  get  any  interesting  feed  back  from  the 
operators.  Also  let  us  know  how  your  Congressional  reps  and  senators  are 
reacting.  There  have  been  some  requests  for  tips  on  what  to  say  to  W.H. 

operators  and  Congressional  offices we  will  send  out  a list  of 

suggestions  this  week.  Thank  you  VERY  much. 

Also,  below  is  a Buffalo,  NY  birthday  event  that  was  left  off  of  the  list  we 
just  sent  out.  LPDC 

Rally  & demonstration  for  Leonard's  release,  Tues.  Sept.  12  th.  from 
4:30-5:30  at  1 Niagara  square,  FBI  office  and  then  proceed  to  City  Hall. 
Buffalo,  NY  contact,  Mike  Martel  at  (716)  882-0095 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE;  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  4 September  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 


compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Birthday:  9/12/44  < send  Leonard  a card. 

Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Quarry,  lames  Lee 

#298-683 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/25/72 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Riches,  Russell  Dean 

#A289-296 

PO  Box  4501 

Lima,  OH  45802 

Date  of  Birth:  7/10/50 

Ancestry:  Southern  Arapaho 


Rednour,  Eddie  Dean 
#196-745 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  10/28/55 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Rivers,  Ricky  D. 
#122-582 
PO  Box  1812 
Marion,  OH  43301 
Date  of  Birth:  7/21/61 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Reynolds,  Randy 
#257-644 

NCI  15708  SR  78  W 
Caldwell,  OH  43724 

Ramage,  Marvin 
#R149-677 
PO  Box  740/1 -C 
London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  9/7/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  lail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640389,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 


"RE:  Rustywire:  Pine  Springs"  

Date:  Wed,  09  Aug  2000  12:21:27  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub  j : Pine  Springs 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Pine  Springs 

the  smell  of  pine  comes  to  mind  as  I look  out  the  window,  it's  been  a 
long  time,  i heard  the  sound  of  a voice,  it  sounded  like  yesterday  all 
over  again. 

it  was  at  pine  springs,  a place  out  in  the  sticks,  with  the  trees  where 
it  is  fresh  and  cool  where  there's  was  this  one  navajo  girl,  you  could 
say  she  was  a cowgirl,  yes...i  remember  her 

her  hair  was  long  and  dark  brown  and  it  hung  loose  to  her  waist  and  she 
wore  a long  coat... it  hung  to  the  ground,  with  buttons  running  all  the 
way  down 

she  had  a look  in  her  dark  eyes  like  soft  gentle  meadows  and  her  smile 
made  the  sparrows  sing... she  was  someone  i knew  a long  time  ago 
she  was  small  and  delicate  and  walked  with  faded  levis  and  western 
shirts... i am  going  far  she  said,  far  away  from  this  place... she  longed 
to  reach  the  stars 

there  was  a rodeo  at  pine  springs,  and  i stood  there  with  my  rigging 
and  white  boots.... had  s straw  hat  and  was  ready  to  ride 
broncs .. .walking  to  the  chutes  i turned  and  saw  her  standing  there  near 
the  corral . . . 

western  shirt,  a green  plaid  one  with  pearl  colored  buttons. . .faded 
wranglers  with  a fancy  buckle. ...  her  skin  was  the  color  of  copper  and 
her  hair  tied  back  with  a rubber  band.... she  smiled  at  me  and  i can 
still  see  it... leaning  against  the  post,  she  told  me  i was  crazy  and  i 

was . . . 

reaching  up  to  the  bucking  chute...  grabbed  a hold  of  the  top  rung  and 
climbed  over... it  was  a paint,  brown  and  white  horse... a rough 
one ...  kicking  and  snorting. . .throwing  himself  against  the 
sides .. .wildness  came  to  mind... 

i glanced  at  her  and  she  just  stood  there. .. .wondering  about  the  whole 
thing.... her  foot  was  hinged  on  the  bottom  rung  she  did  not  move  an 
inch... she  smiled  at  me  a little  shyly,  maybe  she  was  scared  for 
me... don't  know  but  i turned  to  look  down 

straddled  the  bronc,  thunder  between  my  legs... and  looking  at  them  guys 
holding  the  pen  shut... and  said  let  her  dance... 

it  was  a crazy  time  and  place  and  after  all  this  time  she  called  me  to 
say  she  was  going  home.... she  married  a cree  guy  from  up  north... but  in 
her  voice  i could  her  the  sound  of  pine  springs  in  her  voice  from  years 
ago  and  I said,  hey  there... we  talked  for  just  a minute... 

she  hung  up  to  head  on  home  with  her  family  and  kids  and  saw  someone 
who  knew  where  I was  and  gave  me  call.... she  said  she  called  to  say 
hello . . . 

she  wanted  to  go  far  from  home  and  left  to  Missouri,  when  she  left  we 
had  lunch  and  talked  till  dusk... the  last  cup  was  a long  one  and  we 
found  ourselves  standing  outside 

there  comes  a time  when  you  have  to  say  good  bye  and  we  chose  to  go  our 
separate  ways  without  a sound,  not  a word  to  say.... she  walked  out  of 
my  life 

the  last  thing  she  said  to  me  a while  ago  on  the  phone  was... 
go  to  pine  springs  and  let  her  dance 
it  brought  back  yesterday  and  I laughed... 

rustywire 

www . geocities . com/rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  Leonard's  Courage"  


Date:  Wed,  21  Hun  2000  20:24:04  -0400 


From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman(31amere. net> 
Sub  j : Leonard's  Courage 

Leonard ' s Courage 

We  sit  and  wait 
but  we  know  not  wait 
for  wait  has  it's  own 
color  and  texture 

It  breathes  in  upon  itself 
it  can  be  felt 
touched 
agonized  over 

Leonard  knows  wait 
knows  it's  bowels 
it's  Heart 

it's  incorrigible  wrath 
Wait 

it  carries  it's  own  wounds 
it's  own  sovereignty 
it's  own  unmistakable  ire 

Leonard  waits 

he  waits  with  the  patience  of  the  Grandfathers 
he  waits 

with  the  Grace  of  the  Ancient  Ones 

I know  his  Heart  sinks 
I know  that  pain 
of  waiting 
and  waiting  again 

Yet  in  his  singular  vigil 
he  teaches 
so  sweetly 
with  enormous  depth 

Wait 

wait 

wait 

wait 

To  wait  requires 
ultimate  sacrifice 
ultimate  loss 
ultimate  pain 

Yet  steadfast  he  stands 
eyes  focused  on  tomorrow 
on  Wanbli 
on  forever 

He  holds  the  future  for  us 
one  man ' s hands 
cradle  hope 
cradle  justice 

His  strength 
his  singular  purpose 
to  serve  the  People 
to  serve  them  well 


Within  his  Hope 
lie  all  oun  Dreams 
within  His  Heart 
lies  all  our  tomorrow's 

Do  we  dare  stand  with  him 
no  lashing  out 
but  in  the  waiting 
in  the  Hope 
in  the  solidarity 

His  words 
liquid  sunshine 
rays  of  Hope 

from  a dark  and  damp  hole 

Who  among  us  can  do  more 
give  more 
feel  pain  more 
live  each  moment  more 

Leonard 

in  his  love  for  the  People 
in  his  honesty 
in  his  faith 

Leonard's  gift 
if  we  accept  it 
if  we  trust  it 
if  we  but  believe 

Struggle  is  a part  of  life 
Honor  commends  it's  being 
solidarity  holds  it's  place 
and  we  all  count  his  tears. 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  11  September  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  17-23 

KEPAKEMAPA 
September 
Mahoe  Hope 

17 

In  this  world,  there  is  time  enough  for  all  things. 

18 

The  road  I walk  is  always  unfolding  before  me;  what  lies  around  the 
next  bend  is  a new  adventure. 

19 

The  dolphins  leap  and  play  upon  the  waves  at  morning;  they  are  the 
eternal  children  of  the  sea. 

20 

The  world  seen  from  the  eye  of  'aeko,  the  eagle,  is  a vast  and 
wondrous  place. 

21 

Our  hopes  and  dreams  inter-weave  in  the  intricate  patterns  of  love, 
aloha . 


22 


For  every  loving  soul,  life  brings  beauty  and  joy. 

23 

This  life  is  but  a brief  moment  in  my  existence. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Pictures  from  the  Past"  

Date:  Fri,  8 Sep  2000  08:59:44  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  09-08-2000 
Forwarded  by  Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Pictures  from  the  past 

High-tech  photography  recovers  Hopewell  art 
David  Lore 

c.  Columbus  Dispatch 
September  3,  2000 

A window  in  time  to  the  prehistoric  Hopewell  Indians  has  been  opened  by 
an  Arizona  anthropologist  retrieving  ancient  art  through  the  use  of 
infrared  and  digital  photography. 

Hundreds  of  paintings  and  collages  of  Hopewell  chieftains  in  the  fur- 
and-feathered  regalia  of  their  offices  have  been  coaxed  from  corrosion- 
covered  breast  and  head  plates,  ear  ornaments  and  celts  --  ancient  tools 
resembling  ax  heads. 

The  copper  surfaces,  dating  back  some  2,000  years,  also  depict  birds  and 
wildlife  native  to  Ohio  and  the  eastern  United  States  where  the  Hopewell 
flourished . 

Hopewell  is  the  modern  name  given  to  many  of  the  Mound  Builders  who 
occupied  Ohio  and  other  areas  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  between  150  B. 
C.  and  A.D.  400. 

Their  era  was  the  culmination  of  the  mound-building  period,  which  in 
Ohio  began  with  the  so-called  Adena  culture  about  1000  B.C. 

Since  the  late  19th  century,  archaeologists  have  recovered  many  hundreds 
of  copper  artifacts  from  these  mounds  and  stored  them  away  in  museums. 
Cloth  and  plant  residues  had  been  found  attached  to  many  of  these  pieces, 
but  it  was  Arizona  State  University  anthropologist  Christopher  Carr  who 
first  suspected  the  metals  once  carried  a wide  range  of  prehistoric  art. 

Carr  has  been  in  pursuit  of  the  past  since  his  days  as  a teen-age  fossil 
collector  growing  up  in  Chicago. 

His  copper  study  promises  to  fill  in  some  of  the  blanks  on  a people  who 
left  behind  giant  earthworks  but  little  else. 

So  far,  he  has  photographed  more  than  600  surfaces,  hundreds  of  which 
have  yielded  artistic  paintings  and  patterns. 

This  compares  with  only  about  a dozen  such  depictions  of  Ohio  Hopewell 
ceremonial  figures  in  stone,  bone  or  clay,  rare  artifacts  recovered  from 
the  mounds. 

"It's  been  known  from  the  beginning  that  these  (metal)  artifacts  have 
interest  beyond  the  material  itself,"  said  Ohio  State  University 
archaeologist  William  Dancey,  a Hopewell  scholar.  "But  nobody  realized  or 
saw  with  the  unaided  eye  the  kind  of  things  he's  finding  now." 

Only  in  the  past  decade,  said  Carr,  has  the  technology  existed  to  tease 

out  these  pictures  from  what  he  calls  the  "noise  of  corrosion." 

Carr  became  interested  in  the  Hopewell  during  his  student  days  at  the 

University  of  Michigan.  His  work  with  the  copper  artifacts  began  in  1994 

and  has  progressed  through  generous  assistance  from  officials  and 
technicians  at  the  Ohio  Historical  Society,  Battelle,  OSU,  NASA  and  two 
Columbus  companies:  Colortech  Graphics  & Printing  and  ASC  Group,  an 
archaeological  survey  firm. 

In  addition  to  the  Historical  Society's  collection,  Carr  studied 
Hopewell  coppers  from  the  Field  Museum  in  Chicago  and  Harvard's  Peabody 
Museum  in  Boston. 

The  challenge  has  been  to  reconstruct  the  pictures  from  only  the  traces 


of  paint,  feathers  and  fabrics  still  on  the  metal  surfaces.  This  is  done 
using  cameras  with  color  and  infrared  sensors  that  digitally  photograph 
the  copper  artifacts. 

Computer  enhancement  increases  the  contrast  and  vividness  of  the 
artworks  and  allows  the  elimination  of  much  of  the  corruption  from 
corrosion.  As  the  picture  emerges,  a line  drawing  is  superimposed  on  the 
photograph  to  provide  clarity. 

Carr  is  still  analyzing  his  results,  but  he  presented  a few  samples 
during  national  archaeological  meetings  last  spring. 

A copper  celt  recovered  from  the  Seip  Mound  near  Chillicothe  in  the 
1920s,  for  example,  was  found  to  be  hiding  the  image  of  a human  head 
adorned  in  a layered,  cloth  headdress  and  large  ear  spools.  "It  would  seem 
to  be  a person  of  relatively  high  importance  since  he  carried  a copper 
celt  and  the  headdress  consists  of  four  or  five  layers  compared  to  the  one 
or  two  layers  more  commonly  depicted,"  Carr  said. 

The  artifacts  --  usually  copper  but  occasionally  iron  --  were  worn  or 
displayed  by  important  tribesmen  at  ceremonial  events.  Some  might  have 
been  buried  with  their  owners,  but  that  was  not  their  primary  purpose. 

"Sixteenth-  through  18th-century  European  paintings  on  copper  have  a 
special  radiance  that  is  hard  to  achieve  on  canvas,"  Carr  said.  "We  do  not 
know  how  vibrant  the  Hopewell  artworks  once  were,  but  our  best 
understanding  currently  is  that  they  were  very  vibrant  combinations  of  red 
white,  yellow,  black,  blue  and  green  mineral  colors,  as  well  as  organic 
materials . " 

Various  pigments  were  used  for  the  colors,  which  sometimes  were  combined 
with  organic  materials,  such  as  feathers,  fur,  woven  fabrics  and  plant 
fibers,  to  complete  a composition. 

"Costumes  include  animal  masks  and  larger  coverings,  headdresses  and 
helmets  of  various  shapes  and  sizes,  bandanalike  eye  masks,  ear  ornaments 
and  facial  marks  of  various  kinds,"  Carr  said  in  a project  report. 

"The  animal  costumes  mimic  birds  of  several  kinds,  bear,  deer  and 
occasionally  canine  and  feline  species." 

Some  of  the  pictures  show  the  character  partially  turned.  These  three- 
quarter  perspectives,  never  seen  before  in  prehistoric  American  Indian  art 
and  rare  in  tribal  native  arts  generally,  demonstrate  the  skill  of  the 
Hopewell  artists,  Carr  said. 

The  costumes  depicted  are  like  those  seen  on  the  handful  of  Hopewell 
carvings  and  figurines  that  have  been  found  bearing  human  likenesses. 

Each  Hopewell  leader  presumably  had  a different  costume  indicating  his 
or  her  position  or  rank,  Carr  said.  However,  the  pictures  depict  role 
models  rather  than  individuals  --  the  costumes  mask  facial  and  body  detail 
making  it  impossible  to  identify  the  characters  in  terms  of  sex  or  age. 

"We  do  know  there's  a hierarchy,  but  we  don't  know  what  it  is,"  he  said. 
"But  that's  what  is  one  of  the  most  exciting  things  to  me  --  it  allows  us 
to  do  a social  analysis." 

Carr  now  has  the  enhanced  photographs  and  sketches  of  many  compositions, 
but  most  of  the  line  drawings  as  well  as  the  interpretive  work  have  yet  to 
be  done. 

"I  bet  he  doesn't  even  know  what  he's  going  to  find,"  Dancey  said. 

Any  success  in  using  the  costume  paintings  to  decode  the  power  structure 
would  be  important  in  helping  anthropologists  determine  how  Hopewell 
society  was  organized.  One  of  the  big  questions,  for  example,  is  how  the 
Hopewell  --  widely  scattered  in  small  hamlets  --  were  brought  together  for 
major  ceremonies  and  construction  projects. 

As  a culture,  the  Hopewell  were  centralized  enough  to  organize  and 
support  work  cadres  that,  using  only  the  most  primitive  of  tools,  were 
able  to  move  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cubic  feet  of  dirt  to  build  the 
mounds.  In  some  cases,  these  earthwork  complexes  and  accompanying  walls 
and  roads  extended  for  miles,  covering  hundreds  of  acres. 

The  images  on  the  copper  artifacts  aren't  different  in  kind  from  the 
artwork  previously  found  in  other  forms,  Dancey  said,  but  they  do 
reinforce  and  amplify  earlier  findings. 

"We're  quite  excited,"  he  said.  "This  potentially  is  going  to  reveal 
things  we  have  never  known  about  the  application  of  paintings  to  these 
artifacts.  ...  There  really  is  a lot  that's  going  to  come  out  of  this  that 


we  don't  know. " 

Martha  Otto,  curator  of  archaeology  at  the  Ohio  Historical  Society,  said 
Carr's  project  shows  the  value  of  maintaining  museum  collections.  Many  of 
the  copper  artifacts  now  being  analyzed,  for  example,  have  been  on  display 
or  in  storage  for  80  years  or  more. 

"We  get  smarter  with  time,"  Dancey  said,  "and  we  think  of  new  questions 
to  ask  these  collections  and  we  get  new  technologies  to  analyze  and  study 
them. " 

As  is  typical  in  archaeology,  Carr  has  had  to  pursue  his  research  on  a 
shoestring,  supplementing  $50,000  in  grants  over  six  years  with 
substantial  amounts  of  his  own  money. 

The  bulk  of  the  grant  funds,  $40,000,  came  from  the  National  Park 
Service.  But  the  work  wouldn't  have  been  possible  without  help  from 
Battelle,  ASC  Group  and  OSU  in  keeping  laboratory  and  equipment  costs  at 
bare  minimums.  "If  we  had  gone  to  the  marketplace  and  done  this  all 
commercially,"  Carr  said,  "it  would  have  cost  three  times  as  much." 

Former  OSU  Provost  Richard  Sisson,  a political  scientist  with  an 
avocational  interest  in  archaeology,  has  supported  Carr,  seeing  the  work 
as  a way  to  rekindle  excitement  in  Hopewell  studies. 

"I  think  it  needs  to  get  out  there  and  have  people  who  are  experts  look 
at  it,"  Sisson  said.  "It's  intriguing,  the  first  instance  of  this  kind  of 
work  being  applied  to  archaeology  and  ancient  art." 

Carr  is  hoping  to  raise  $100,000  to  $200,000  to  publish  the  new  artwork 
as  well  as  his  interpretations  of  what  the  images  mean. 

Results  will  also  be  presented  during  a special  conference  on  Hopewell 
archeology  being  organized  for  Columbus  in  October  2002. 

Sisson  said  it's  important,  however,  that  the  conference  include 
sessions  for  nonscientists  as  well,  given  public  interest  in  the  mounds. 

"Ohio  was  the  birthplace  of  North  American  archaeology,"  he  said.  "The 
Adena,  Hopewell,  Fort  Ancient  peoples,  the  Glacial  Kame  --  all  of  these 
cultures  were  really  named  here  in  Ohio,  but  this  is  an  area  which  over 
the  last  50  years  has  been  in  decline  and  not  had  the  attention  in 
scientific  circles  it  used  to  have." 

— "RE:  Iroquois  Student  Reviving  Traditional  Farming"  

Date:  Fri,  8 Sep  2000  08:59:44  -0500 

From:  "lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)Indian  News  09-08-2000 
Forwarded  by  lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Iroquois  Student  Reviving  Traditional  Farming 
By  Deff  Donn 
c.  Fox  News 
September  6,  2000 

AMHERST,  Mass.  ? As  though  treading  an  ancient  path,  Rowen  White,  an 
Iroquois  born  on  a reservation,  steps  with  a sure  foot  into  a thicket  of 
corn,  bean  and  squash  plants. 

The  wet  summer  has  encouraged  the  growth  of  weeds,  making  the  tangle 
even  denser.  Her  once-tidy  rows  ? the  one  concession  to  modern  farming  ? 
are  now  barely  discernible. 

"I  am  a firm  believer  in  evolution,"  White  says.  "I  think  plants  have 
evolved  in  a certain  way.  I think  they're  doing  a fair  job  on  their  own." 

White  is  one  of  a small  group  of  researchers  trying  to  adapt  traditional 
Native  American  farming  to  commercial  agriculture.  They  hope  someday  to 
make  inroads  into  those  seemingly  endless,  monolithic  vistas  of  wheat, 
corn  and  other  crops  that  symbolize  the  abundance  of  this  land  and  the 
know-how  of  its  people. 

American  monoculture  farmers  normally  plant  one  crop  to  a field  in  neat 
rows  to  allow  mechanized  planting  and  harvesting.  Herbicides,  pesticides 
and  irrigation  can  be  applied  in  a one-size-fits-all  way.  Native  American 
and  other  traditional  farmers  around  the  world  intermingle  mutually 
beneficial  crops  in  a practice  known  as  polyculture. 

White,  an  agriculture  student  at  Hampshire  College,  planted  her  three 
vegetables  on  a quarter  acre  of  college  land  in  both  monoculture  and 


polyculture  configurations.  Her  summer  experiment  is  called  the  Three 
Sisters  project,  a reference  to  Native  American  tradition,  which  likens 
the  three  staple  crops  to  stories  of  the  three  sisters  of  the  Earth.  She 
learned  the  techniques  partly  from  her  own  people  and  used  the  seeds  of 
their  ancient  crop  strains,  which  were  available  through  a Cornell 
University  program. 

Traditionally  planted  in  circular  mounds  instead  of  rows,  the  corn  gives 
shade  and  support  to  the  beans,  which  grow  up  the  corn  stalks  like  a vine. 
In  the  soil,  the  beans  transform  nitrogen  into  a form  that  the  corn  can 
use.  The  squash  acts  as  ground  cover,  keeping  down  weeds. 

"They're  helping  each  other  out,"  White  said.  "You're  working  with 
nature  ? and  not  against  it." 

Researchers  have  established  that,  under  certain  conditions,  polyculture 
can  give  equal  yields  to  monoculture,  said  Stephen  Gliessman,  an 
agricultural  ecologist  at  the  University  of  California  at  Santa  Cruz.  He 
said  monoculture  farms,  as  simpler  systems,  are  more  susceptible  to 
predators  and  need  more  fertilizer  and  pesticide. 

"From  an  ecological  standpoint,  most  monoculture  systems  are  out  of 
balance,"  he  said. 
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Tribes  see  future  in  native  gardens 
BY  30DI  RAVE  LEE 
c.  Lincoln  lournal  Star 
9/5/2000 

Fresh,  parched  and  dried  corn  were  once  staples  for  North  Dakota's  Manda 
Hidatsa  and  Arikara  tribes.  They  used  the  corn  in  soup,  broth,  corn  cake, 
bread  - and  cornballs. 

Never  had  a cornball? 

"They  taste  like  roasted  peanuts  with  a little  bit  of  sugar  in  it,"  said 
Wanda  Sheppard,  adding  they  smell  like  roasted  corn. 

The  pingpong  ball-sized  treats  are  made  with  juneberries,  ground  corn 
and  kidney  tallow. 

Making  them  is  not  an  easy  job,  said  Sheppard,  who  recently  made  more 
than  1,000  sample-sized  balls  for  the  Nueta  Corn  Festival  at  Fort  Abraham 
Lincoln  State  Park  near  Mandan,  N.D. 

Lydia  Sage-Chase  was  taught  that  cornballs  serve  two  purposes:  They  are 
made  for  private  eating  among  friends  and  family,  and  they  are  used  for 
ceremonial  purposes. 

"If  you  have  an  honoring  ceremony,  that's  one  of  the  things  you  want  to 
provide,"  she  said.  "You  have  to  have  that  cornball.  You  don't  give  them 
just  one.  You  give  them  many." 

Recipes  differ  between  ceremonial  and  ordinary,  Sage-Chase  said.  And 
they  are  largely  made  from  memory. 

"I  learned  from  my  grandmother.  Ruby  White  Bear  Parshall,"  said  Sheppard 
who's  been  making  them  for  25  years.  "I  remember  when  I was  a little  girl, 
I used  to  have  to  help  her  make  cornballs  for  ceremony." 

Mary  Lone  Bear  of  Twin  Buttes  remembers  her  mother-in-law,  Florence 
"Susie" 

Lone  Bear,  making  them  using  corn  ground  from  her  garden:  "She  used  to 
plant  corn.  Boy,  she  used  to  plant  a lot  of  corn  when  we  used  to  live  over 
at  Shell  Creek. 

"She  used  to  make  quite  a bit,"  she  said.  "She  used  to  sell  them  but 
mostly  give  them  away." 

Many  Fort  Berthold  cooks  don't  follow  a recipe  when  mixing  up  a batch  of 
cornballs . 

"My  grandmother  would  always  just  use  her  hands,"  Sage-Chase  said.  "I 
said,  'Grandmother,  we  need  to  measure  that.'  She  would  say,  'No,  don't  be 


using  those  cups  and  tablespoons.  Go  by  taste  and  by  the  way  it  looks. 

In  short:  One  mixes  ground  corn  with  juneberries  and  melted  kidney 
tallow.  Sugar  can  be  added  to  sweeten  them. 

"You  can  use  blueberries,  ground  chokecherries  or  juneberries, " said 
Lone  Bear. 

Said  Sheppard:  "Nothing  in  cans." 

Water  can  be  used  to  get  the  right  texture.  "It  depends  on  what  you  want, 
" Lone  Bear  said.  "I  like  mine  kind  of  soft  and  tender." 

Cornballs  given  to  elders  are  a way  of  showing  appreciation  for  them, 
Sage-Chase  said.  "They  bring  back  memories  and  good  feelings." 

An  elder  also  provides  the  ultimate  approval  on  whether  a cornball 
passes  muster. 

Said  Sage-Chase:  "They're  the  connoisseurs,  you  know." 


NEW  TOWN,  N.D.  - With  Lake  Sakakawea  shimmering  to  the  south  and  long,  hot 
summer  days  drawing  to  an  end,  Amy  Mossett  is  reaping  a bountiful  harvest 
of  Mandan  yellow  flour  corn.  Sheltered  in  a grove  of  ash,  oak  and  elm 
trees,  yellow  flour  corn  seeds  planted  in  late  May  have  grown  into 
straight,  5-foot  stalks  laden  with  cobs  bearing  kernels  from  the  past. 

This  is  a traditional  garden  planted  with  seed  strains  kept  within 
generations  of  families  - seeds  originating  from  the  long-ago  gardens  of 
the  Mandan,  Hidatsa  and  Arikara,  tribes  that  have  been  gardening  for  the 
last  millennium. 

"Traditional  gardening  is  planting  the  seeds  that  were  native  and 
planted  by  our  people  for  centuries,"  Mossett  said.  "It  was  such  an 
integral  part  of  our  lives.  The  gardening  was  so  important  to  our  people. 
It  really  defined  who  we  are." 

Today  Mossett  and  a growing  number  of  Fort  Berthold  tribal  members  are 
in  the  throes  of  reviving  gardening  practices  that  survived  for  thousands 
of  years  before  fading  in  the  1950s. 

Some  reservation  families  never  stopped  planting  traditional  gardens 
bearing  native  corn  or  beans  or  squash.  But  today,  many  more  are  bringing 
about  a garden  revival,  be  it  contemporary  strains  or  historic  varieties. 

For  example.  Fort  Berthold  Community  College  employees  helped  till  50 
new  garden  plots  on  the  reservation  in  1999.  This  summer,  workers  plowed 
more  than  100.  And  next  summer  they  expect  to  cultivate  another  200,  said 
Ron  Cline,  soil  and  plant  science  specialist  in  the  college's  Agricultural 
Department . 

The  reasons  for  Fort  Berthold 's  rebirth  of  gardens,  old  and  new,  are 
threefold : 

More  people  are  recognizing  the  significant  social  and  economic  roles 
gardening  played  in  the  history  of  the  Mandan,  Hidatsa  and  Arikara. 

The  tribal  college,  in  an  effort  to  give  tribal  members  greater  access  to 
fresh  produce  for  healthy  diets,  is  assisting  reservation  families  by 
tilling  garden  plots. 

Tribal  members  see  the  potential  to  capitalize  on  a trio  of  trends: 
rising  national  interest  in  native  seed  stock;  increased  demand  for 
organic  foods;  and  an  expected  role  in  the  2003-2006  Lewis  and  Clark 
Bicentennial . 

"The  gardens  were  the  principal  thing  that  kept  our  culture  together," 
said  Gerard  Baker,  a Mandan/Hidatsa  and  a National  Park  Service 
superintendent  in  Omaha.  "At  one  time  we  had  13  varieties  of  corn.  Yellow 
corn,  red  corn,  blue  ..." 

The  Mandan  once  were  the  center  of  trade  on  the  Great  Plains.  "The 
garden  crops  became  an  important  element  in  the  trade.  As  the  trade  grew 
we  evolved  in  to  a major  trade  network,"  Mossett  said. 

Tribes  from  near  and  far  traded  everything  from  meat  to  horses  in 
exchange  for  garden  harvests,  including  flint,  flour  and  sweet  corn 
varieties  grown  by  the  women. 

"My  understanding  of  the  corn  gardens  back  then  is  they  were  as  big  as 
football  fields,"  Baker  said. 

The  crops  helped  build  a solid  economic  foundation  and  social  structure 
for  the  tribe. 

When  the  Hidatsa  and  Arikara  tribes  settled  with  the  Mandan,  they 
brought  their  gardening  expertise  with  them.  Each  tribe  has  distinct 


vegetable  varieties. 

One  of  the  most  well-known  gardeners  was  Buffalo  Bird  Woman,  a Hidatsa 
whose  stories  were  told  to  Gilbert  L.  Wilson  and  printed  in  two  books, 
"Waheenee"  and  "Buffalo  Bird  Woman's  Garden." 

"It's  one  of  the  major  sources  of  information  about  Indian  gardens  we 
have  in  the  United  States,"  said  Fred  Schneider,  a University  of  North 
Dakota  anthropology  professor. 

She  told  dozens  of  detailed  stories  about  the  gardens  and  her  people. 

"The  corn  gardens  were  like  their  children,  especially  to  the  women," 
Baker  said.  "It  was  part  of  the  family.  The  fields  were  alive  as  the 
people,  who  held  ideas  that  they  were  sacred  and  that  they  had  spirits  and 
they  would  have  to  be  treated  like  human  beings,  like  children.  They  would 
sing  to  them,  too. " 

Dust  as  men  had  war  songs,  women  sang  garden  songs.  A number  of  Mandan 
and  Hidatsa  songs  were  recorded  on  the  Fort  Berthold  Reservation  in  1912 
and  1915  by  Frances  Densmore,  including  "The  Corn  is  My  Pleasure,"  sung  by 
Scattered 

Corn,  a corn  priest  responsible  for  prayers  and  ceremonies.  It  goes  like 
this: 

My  best  friend 
what  do  you  like? 

You  said, 

the  corn  is  my  pleasure. 

Today,  Lydia  Sage-Chase  plants  her  gardens  with  seeds  that  once  belonged 
to  Scattered  Corn.  "My  great-grandmother  Scattered  Corn  was  the  first 
female  corn  priest,"  Sage-Chase  said. 

In  1991,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  sought  out  some  of  the  world's 
oldest  gardening  families.  Sage-Chase  and  her  mother,  aunt  and  niece  were 
invited . 

Her  mother  and  aunt  were  not  that  interested  in  attending  the  event. 
"They  just  think  it's  an  everyday  thing.  They  say,  'Our  ancestors  gave 
that  to  usj  we  just  carry  it  on.'  " 

Like  her  family,  a number  of  Fort  Berthold  people  keep  native  corn, 
beans,  pumpkin  and  squash  seeds  dating  back  for  uncounted  generations. 

Archeologists  estimate  that  Mandan  and  Hidatsa  agriculture  developed 
near  the  area  of  the  Knife  and  Missouri  rivers,  which  were  occupied  by 
native  people  about  10,000  years  ago.  The  agricultural-based  and  buffalo- 
hunting tribes  were  living  in  permanent  earth  lodge  villages  near  present- 
day  Stanton,  N.D.,  when  Meriwether  Lewis  and  William  Clark  wintered  with 
them  in  1804. 

The  significance  of  the  vast  corn  gardens  lessened  when  the  Fort 
Berthold  Reservation  was  established  for  the  Mandan,  Hidatsa  and  Arikara 
in  1851.  But  even  then,  families  and  communities  continued  to  plant  along 
the  bottom  lands  of  the  Missouri  River. 

That  agricultural  way  of  life  drastically  changed  after  the  federal 
government  condemned  their  planting  grounds,  flooding  156,000  acres  of 
Fort 

Berthold  bottom  lands  for  the  Pick-Sloan  dam  project  designed,  in  part, 
to  protect  farmland  in  downstream  states. 

By  the  mid-1950s,  more  than  90  percent  of  Fort  Berthold  families  were 
moved  up  to  the  dry  prairie,  much  of  it  clay. 

"It's  taken  a long  time  for  these  people  to  settle  into  their  new  lands, 
Schneider  said.  "Overnight,  they  lost  a lot  of  traditions." 

Schneider  attributed  the  lapse  in  gardening  to  the  tribe's  rebuilding 
effort.  "They've  spent  much  of  their  time  just  settling  down,  building  new 
communities,  new  roads,  water  supply  lines,  health  care  ...  a whole  new 
inf rastructure . " 

Meanwhile,  family  memories  of  gardens  remain  strong  among  many  tribal 
members . 

"My  mom  and  dad  used  to  have  big  gardens,  we  had  vegetables  all  winter," 
said  Rachel  Grady  of  New  Town.  "We  had  three  big  gardens,  one  just  for 
potatoes,  and  one  just  for  corn.  The  third  one  was  everything  else, 
watermelon,  squash,  radishes  and  beans." 

Mavis  Young  Bear  moved  away  from  Fort  Berthold  for  20  years,  returning 
in  1994.  "I  noticed  no  one  was  gardening.  Our  people  seemed  to  be 


healthier  when  we  had  our  own  gardens.  Now  we're  overwhelmed  with  health 
problems,  especially  diabetes." 

For  those  reasons,  she  helped  create  a community  garden  in  Mandaree, 
with  the  help  of  AmeriCorps  workers,  the  Fort  Berthold  Community  College 
and  a five-year  lease  from  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Young  Bear  prefers  traditional  seeds  because  they're  acclimated  to  the 
northern  climate.  They  produce  hardy  plants  and  bear  fruit  in  a short 
growing  season. 

The  community  college  hopes  to  make  traditional  varieties  of  corn  more 
accessible  to  tribal  members.  With  the  help  of  traditional  gardeners  like 
Mossett,  the  college  is  in  the  process  of  building  up  a seed  bank. 

"We  hope  to  have  some  seeds  established  this  fall,"  said  Ronald  Reum, 
director  of  the  college's  agricultural  division.  "Some  day  it  would  be 
nice 

to  have  30  to  40  pounds  of  one  variety  to  be  able  to  hand  out  half-pound 
bags  to  people." 

The  college  has  hosted  quarterly  meetings  to  discuss  both  organic  and 
traditional  gardening  methods.  Mossett  describes  the  meetings  as  an 
intergenerational  event  in  which  elders  provide  advice. 

Mossett,  for  instance,  follows  traditional  methods  and  plants  corn  and 
beans  together,  creating  a symbiotic  relationship. 

Beans  roots  stabilize  and  provide  nitrogen  to  the  shallow  roots  of 
native  corn.  In  turn,  the  corn  provides  shade  for  the  beans  and  allows  the 
plant  to  crawl  and  grow  along  its  stalk. 

But  the  revival  is  not  just  about  restoring  traditions  and  improving 
diets . 

Tribal  members  also  hope  to  market  their  garden-related  goods. 

"Basically  stemming  from  the  garden  project,  they  could  market  the 
Flidatsa  beans,  Arikara  beans,  Arikara  corn,  Mandan  corn,  Hidatsa  corn  . . . 
and  also  use  the  byproducts  of  the  corn,"  said  Dennis  Fox,  director  of 
Independence,  a small-business  loan  program. 

Said  Schneider:  "There  has  been,  just  in  last  10  years,  a tremendous 
growing  interest  in  preservation  of  seed  stock,  coupled  with  that  is  an 
interest  in  American  Indians  and  garden  produce  American  Indians  had." 

But  most  people  have  never  tasted  native  corn.  He  described  most  of  the 
products  available  as  "phony." 

"I  don't  think  I would  be  remiss  in  saying  that  most  of  what  passes  as 
Indian  corn  has  been  modified  tremendously  for  white  consumers." 

Meanwhile,  demand  for  organic  produce  increases  each  year.  "If  you  eat 
tomatoes  out  of  your  own  garden,  they're  so  much  better  than  the  grocery 
store,"  said  Reum,  the  college's  agricultural  director.  "You  are  seeing 
more  and  more  organic  garden  stands,  people  are  coming  out  and  buying  it." 

Tribal  members  hope  to  reap  this  growing  demand  in  the  next  few  years, 
when  thousands  of  tourists  are  expected  to  travel  the  route  mapped  by  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  in  1803-1806. 

The  tribe  is  organizing  the  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  Tourism  and 
Independence  Development  Center.  And  residents  have  launched  the  Native 
Women's  Cooperative,  from  which  members  will  market  goods  at  specialty  and 
tourist  shops  along  the  Missouri  River. 

There's  irony  in  the  prospect  of  tribal  members  selling  native  garden 
goods  to  Lewis  and  Clark  enthusiasts:  Some  of  their  first  non-native 
customers  were  the  explorers  themselves,  who  bought  produce  from  the 
Mandan  and  Hidatsa  in  1804. 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  10  September  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 


California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 


Ants  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


September  16  & 17,  2000 
Trail  of  Tears  Indian  Festival 

Part  of  the  Annual  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride 

Headman:  Randy  Woodley 

Headlady:  Alaura  Pyle 

Host  Drum:  White  Horse 

MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 

Contact:  Mayor  Sharon  Baron  256  764  3237 

TOT  Coordinator:  Chief  Perry  White  205  672  0381 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 
Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 
Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Derry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc .edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Dasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 


Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee) ; 

Headlady:  Dackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 

MC:  Tony  Dennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 

Sub  j : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
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American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

SEPTEMBER  2000 

15  7th  Annual  St.  Francois  River  Powwow.  Industrial  Park, 
Farmington,  MO  Info:  (573)756-6702  or  (573)  756-3658 

15-17  St  Francis  River  Contest  Powwow.  Mineral  Area  College,  Park 
Hills,  MO.  Info:  (573)  358-7633. 

15-17  8th  Eastern  Shawnee  Powwow.  Tribal  Complex  west  of  Seneca, 
Oklahoma  800/957-2435 

15-17  Shadow  of  the  Buffalo  Powwow.  Clear  Creek  Park.  Shelbyville, 
KY  Info: (502)  451-0384 

15- 16  26th  Annual  American  Ind.  Alliance  Powwow.  Butte  Civic 
Center,  Butte  MT  Info:  (406)  782-0461 

16  TIHA  Annual  Fall  Powwow.  Robinson  Park,  Llano,  TX.  Info:  (817) 
797-8152. 

16- 17  10th  Paw  Paw  Moon  Festival.  State  Park,  Springfield,  OH 
Info:  (419)  238-0197 

16-17  17th  Annual  American  Indian  Days.  Balboa  Park,  San  Diego,  CA 
Info: (619)  281-5964 

16-17  14th  Annual  Bedford  Powwow.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers  V.A.  Medical 


Center,  Bedford,  Mass.  Info:  (978)  667-6498  or  (781)  275-7500. 

16-17  6th  Annual  Harvest  Powwow:  In  Honor  of  the  Ancestors. 

Mokena,  IL.  Info:  (630)  961-9323. 

16-17  8th  Annual  Four  Winds  Powwow.  Special  Events  Center, 

Killeen,  TX  Info:  (254)699-3167  or  (254)  520-6169 

18-22  5th  Annual  Powwow  Cruise.  Carnival  Cruise  Lines,  Los 

Angeles,  CA  Info:  (760)  369-2232 

20- 22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,000  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  663-2313  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email:  3FLMW@aol.com 

21- 24  28th  National  Indian  Days.  White  Swan  Pavilion,  White  Swan, 
Washington  Info:  (509)865-5121  ext.  274 

22- 24  10th  Casino  Morongo  Powwow.  Casino  Grounds,  Cabazon,  CA 
Info:  (909)849-3080  ext.  274 

22-24  2nd  Celebration  of  Sobriety.  HTE  Powwow  Grounds,  Hayward,  WI 
Info:  (715)634-5806 

22-24  Grand  Bois  Intertribal  Powwow.  Grand  Bois  State  Park, 

Bourg,  LA.  Info:  (504)  594-1068, 

22-24  5th  Annual  Blanchard  Indian  Pow  Wow.  Millstream  Fairgrounds 
East  Sandusky  St.  Findlay,  Ohio. Traders  by  invitation.  Info:  Billy 
Nelson  (419)  423-8194  or  Dawn  La  Roche  E-  Mail: 
dawncoyote@webtv.net 

22- 24  6th  Annual  Council  Tree  Powwow.  Confluence  Park,  Delta, 

Colorado.  $23,000  prize  money,  19  Traditional  Dance  Categories, 

Drum  Contest  $1000  1st.  place;  Miss  Indian  Colorado  xiv  Pageant. 

Info:  Wilma  or  Glenna  1-800-874-1741  or  counciltree@doci.net  or 
visit  www.counciltreepowwow.org 

23  Wood  Lake  Powwow  sponsored  by  The  Northern  Hoop  and  LaSalle 
Council  Camp  Masters.  South  of  3ones,  Mich,  on  M40.  Info:  (616) 

663-5665  or  email:  woodlakepowwow@cs.com 

23  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23- 24  Mountain  in  the  Sky  Powwow.  Belleayre  Ski  Center, 

Highmount,  NY.  Info:  ( 914)  254-5782. 

23-24  South  Celebration  Powwow.  Oakes  Filed,  South  Charleston,  WV 
Info:  (800)238-9488 

23-24  Blanchard  Powwow.  Fair  Grounds,  Findlay,  OH  Info: 

(419)423-8194 

23-24  25th  Indian  Festival.  DeSoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL 
Info:  (205)378-7252 

23  American  Indian  Days  Celebration.  St.  Joseph  Indian  School, 
Chamberlain,  SD  Info:  (605)734-3300 

23-24  Northeastern  Powwow.  Roy  Wilkins  Park,  Jamaica,  NY 
Info: (516)226-5306  or  (718)978-7200 

23-24  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23  Northern  Plains  Powwow.  Elmond  Center,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  Info: 
(800)658-4797 

23-24  15th  Annual  Powwow.  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg,  GA.  Info: 
powwowdcr@aol . com 

23-24  7th  Corpus  Christi  Christi  Intertribal.  Memorial  Colisium, 

Corpus  Christi,  TX  Info:  (361)883-9980  or  (361)  643-0399 

29  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek  Commeration.  Tribal  Grounds,  Mt.  Vernon, 

AL  Info:  (334)829-5500 

30  First  Annual  T.P.R.C.  Benefit  Powwow.  Odessa  College  Sports 
Arena,  Odessa  College,  Odessa,  TX.  Info:  (915)  536-2415. 
avalonb@nwol . net;  http : //tprc . free servers . com 

29-Oct  1 Powwow.  Irvine  McDowell  Park,  Richmond,  KY 

29-Oct  1 3rd  Annual  Lenape  Tears  Powwow.  McCall&#8217; s Farm,  Route  443, 
Lehighton,  PA.  Info:  (570)  788-3330.  qthawk@csrlink.net 

29- Oct  1 6th  Annual  Spirits  Powwow.  Spirits  in  the  Oaks,  Joslin, 

IL  Info:  (309)944-3894  or  (309)887-4831 

30- Oct  1 Honor  White  Wolf  Powwow.  Town  Hall,  Dighton,  MA  Info: 
(508)880-6887 


30-Oct  1 6th  Annual  Waimea  Powwow.  Waimea  Ballpark,  Hawaii  (Big 
Island) , HI.  Info:  (808)  885-5569. 

30-Oct  7 The  Chickasaw  Indian  Festival.  Tishomingo,  Oklahoma. 

Expected  attendance  is  40,000.  Contact  lanet  Reed  at 
1-580-371-2040  or  you  may  use  this  e mail  address  for  forwarding 
barsue@brightok.  net 

30-Oct  1 Northeastern  Native  American  Memorial  Powwow.  Roy 
Wilkin&#8217;s  Park,  Hamaica,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  (718)  978-7057  or  (516) 
226-5306. 

OCTOBER  2000 

6-7  First  Annual  Save  the  Land  Foundation  Festival,  Volusia  County 
Fair  Grounds  Rt.44  Deland,  FI.  Info.  904-441-8005  (Dale  Woodfin.) 

6-8  14th  Annual  Black  Hills  Powwow  & Arts  Expo,  the  Rushmore  Plaza 
Civic  Center,  Rapid  City,  SD.  Info:  (605)  341-0925. 
bhpowwow@rapidnet . com,  www. rapid net . com/~bh powwow 
6-8  Red  Crow  Powwow.  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY. 

6-8  10TH  Annual  Heritage  Powwow.  Traditional  Indian  Dance, 

Cahokia  Mounds  Historic  Site,  Collinsville,  Illinois 
Contact-Lowell  Davis  217-688-2442 

6-8  7th  Annual  Grand  Celebration.  Grand  Casino  Coushatta.  Kinder, 

LA.  Info:  1-800-584-7263  ext  7676 

6- 8  Rainbow  Dancers  Powwow.  Buffalo  Ranch,  Farmer  City,  IL.  Info: 

(309)  968-6848  or  walkhawk2@ntslink.net 

7 Traditions  in  the  Making  Powwow.  Millard  County  Fair  Building, 

Delta,  UT.  Info:  (435)  864-2400.  email:  helena@gavtron.com  or 
visit : www.traditionsinthemaking.com 

7 2nd  Annual  Miss  Inidna  Teen  World  2000  Powwow.  Fort  Mcdowell 
Indian  Reservation,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ.  Info: 
mourningstar@uswest . net 

7 3rd  Annual  American  Indian  Festival.  Homewood  Park,  near 
Birmingham,  AL.  Info:  (205)  870-1095. 

7 Second  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Day  in  New  York 
City-Madison  Avenue.  One  Day  Only! ! ! Info:  Chief  Red  Deer  -212 
666-9478  or  718  292-1519  or  516  292-9447. 

7- 8  9th  Annual  Chukchansi  Celebration  Powwow.  46575  RD  417, 

Coarsegold,  CA.  Info:  (559)  683-6633. 

7-8  26th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Thomas  Square,  Donwtown 
Honolulu,  HI.  Info:  (808)  734-5171. 

7-8  10th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Day  of  the  Wolf.  Nelson  Cty 
Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY.  Info:  (502)  348-0425  or  email: 
bryant@bardstown . com 

13- 15  2000  Clarksville  Area  Powwow  &#8220jHonor  the  Ancestors&#8221; . Outside 
Port  Royal  State  Park,  50  NE  of  Nashville,  TN  (exit  11,  1-24 

west).  Info:  (931)  326-5837  or  nccircle@webmail.bellsouth.net 

14- 15  Kauai  Powwow  2000.  Kapaa  Beach  Park,  Kapaa,  HI.  Info:  (808) 

335-8588. 

14-15  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Veteans  Powwow. 

Honoring  All  Veteans.  Railroad  Museum  Park,  Fort  Payne,  AL.  Info: 
lerry  Lang  (256)  492-5217. 

14-15  American  Indian  Gathering  - Year  of  the  Children.  College 
Dome,  Community  College  of  Beaver  Cty,  Monaca,  PA.  Info:  (724) 

774-9098. 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow  Honoring  Our  Yourth  of  the 
Peter  Skene  Odgen  Community  School,  100  Mile  House,  British 
Columbia,  Canada.  Info:  lohn  Archie  at : 1-250-395-2461  ext. 213  or 
email  brave_26@yahoo.com 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow,  Peter  Skene  Ogden&#8217j s Gathering 
Our  Dancers.  100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Info: 
www.genocities.com/brave_26/pow-wow.html  or  phone  (250)  395-2461 
ext  213. 

20-22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,00  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email : os sahatchee@hamiltonch amber .org. 

20-22  Powwow  at  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Union,  KY 


21  Texas  Lumbee  Powwow.  Hearne  East  Side  Park,  Hearne,  TX.  Info: 
Alleen  Perkins  (979)  828-4977. 

21-22  3rd  Annual  Octoraro  Native  American  Fall  Festival.  Camp 
Dohn  Ware,  Southern  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Info:  Flamy  (717) 
284-3427. 

27-29  Southeastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 
GA.  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 
961-5567. 

3- 5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 
Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 
TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www . ties . kl2 . mn . us/~raygor /powwow/ pwinfo . html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 
994-4882. 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 
757-2085. 

10- 12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 
Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 20  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
Dackson.  Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  Prairie  Winds  Powwow.  Bartle  Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  (913) 
768-4798 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 
(253)-596-1139. 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-Dan  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-Dan  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
DUNE  2001 

2-3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 
National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 


www.nationalpowwow.com 


E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub  j : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

SEPTEMBER  & OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Sept.  15-17:  Fall  Festival  & Pow  Wow  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast 
Alabama,  at  Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL.  Info:  Linda  Bricknell, 
Sequoyah  Caverns  Park,  Valley  Head,  AL  35989  (256)  635-0024,  or 
ctnealoffice@juno.com. 

Sept.  16-17:  Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Motorcycle  Ride  & Pow  Wow, 
Waterloo,  AL.  The  ride  begins  at  Ross's  Landing  near  Chattanooga,  TN, 
continues  to  McFarland  Park  in  Florence,  AL,  then  ends  up  in  Waterloo,  where 
the  festival  will  be  held.  Hours:  Saturday,  9am  - until;  Sunday,  1pm  - 5pm. 
Free  admission.  MC:  Gary  Smith 

Info:  Florence/Lauderdale  Co.  Tourism  (256)  740-4141. 

Sept.  16-17:  Ft.  Toulouse  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Ft.  Toulouse/Iackson 
Park,  Wetumpka,  AL.  1700's  re-enactors  will  demonstrate  the  lifeways  of 
French  soldiers  & area  Indians.  Hours:  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Ned  lenkins.  Fort 
Toulouse/Iackson  Park,  2521  West  Fort  Toulouse  Road,  Wetumpka,  AL  36092 
(334)  567-3002. 

Sept.  23-24:  September  Indian  Fest,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL. 
This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  there  will  be  demonstration  dances,  story 
telling,  etc.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  arts  & crafts. 
Hours:  9am  - 5:30pm.  Info:  3oe  Beckham,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  5181  Desoto 
Caverns  Pkwy.,  Childersburg,  AL  35044  (800)  933-2283. 

Sept.  29:  MOWA  Choctaw  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival  & Annual  Re-enactment  of 
the  Treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  at  the  MOWA  Reservation,  1080  West  Red 
Fox  Road,  Mount  Vernon,  AL.  Info:  Todd  Dohnston,  Route  1,  Box  390-D, 
McIntosh,  AL  36560  (334)  944-2789. 

Sept.  30-Oct.  1:  The  Eagle's  Message  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Limestone  County 
Sheriffs  Rodeo  Arena,  Hwy.  99,  Athens,  AL.  HD:  Red  Hawk  Singers;  MC:  John 
Smith  & Ronnie  Ray.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults,  $2.00  Seniors  over  55  & 
children  ages  6-12,  free  for  children  under  6.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 7pm; 
Sunday,  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Marie  Hill  (256)  729-1968  or  3udy  Southard,  29721 
Easter  Ferry  Road,  Lester,  AL  35647. 

Oct.  4-7:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  at  Moundville  Archaeological 
Park,  Hwy.  69,  Moundville,  AL.  Hours:  Wednesday  thru  Friday,  9am  -4pm; 
Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Kirk  Lueg,  Box  870340,  Moundville,  AL  35487-0340 
(205)  348-2136. 

Oct.  6-7:  36th  Annual  Boaz  Harvest  Festival  & 3rd  Annual  Pow  Wow,  on  the 
corner  lot  between  Billy  Blvd.  & Hwy.  205,  in  front  of  1st  Baptist  Church  in 
Boaz,  AL.  Free  admission.  GE  at  9am  each  day,  bonfire  at  7pm  Saturday.  HM: 
Running  Horse  Spirit;  HL:  Sherry  Crabtree;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  AD:  Gary 
Redwolf;  ST:  MoonShadow;  HD:  TBA.  Special  guests:  recording  artist  Dave 
"White  Wolf"  Trezak;  championship  bow  maker  limmy  Taylor.  Demonstrations  of 
flint  knapping  & coil  pottery  making,  Indian  arts  & crafts,  flute  music,  fry 
bread,  etc.  Info:  Morrisons  (256)  593-7336,  McAllisters  (256)  881-8020,  or 
Williamsons  (256)  582-0014. 

Oct.  7:  3rd  Annual  Homewood  Indian  Festival,  at  Homewood  Park,  corner  of 
Oxmoor  Road  & Central  Avenue,  Homewood,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 6pm.  Free 


admission.  In  case  of  rain,  the  event  will  be  held  inside  the  Recreation 
Center  at  the  park.  All  intertribal  dancers  invited.  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence;  HL:  Raven  Woods;  ST:  Two  Dogs;  MC:  Dim  Standing 
Fox.  Info:  (205)  870-1095  fram  10am  - 7pm,  M-F. 

Oct.  15-16:  Festival  of  the  Singing  Rivers,  McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL. 
This  festival  celebrates  & teaches  the  culture  & history  of  Native  Americans 
through  arts  & crafts,  story  telling  & hands-on  demonstrations.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  Info: 
Florence/Lauderdale  Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35650  (256) 
740-4141. 

Oct.  14-15:  8th  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow  & Festival, 
at  Union  Park  in  Fort  Payne,  AL.  This  event  is  open  to  all  Veterans.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  9am  - 5pm.  MC:  Gary  Smith  Info:  Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum, 

PO  Box  681420,  Ft.  Payne,  AL  35968  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  21:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park,  3101 
Burritt  Dr.,  Huntsville,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of 
Native  American  traditions  & lifeways,  including  hands-on  demonstrations  & 
Kids  Korner  activities.  Hours:  10am  - 4pm.  Info:  jeff  Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  21-22:  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Wetumpka,  AL.  See 
Sept.  16-17  listing  for  details.  Info:  Ned  Jenkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Iackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  Dudi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Sep  2000  11:26:42  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  PROGRAM  SCHEDULE 
For  9/11/00-9/15/00;  Updated  9/10/00 

To  get  a weekly  topic  list  e-mailed  to  you  directly  e-mail  airos@unl.edu 

To  join  our  electronic  talking  circle  call  (800)  99-NATIVE 

Listen  to  AIROS  on-line  right  now!  - Also  available  through  WebTV! 

MON  - 9/11:  The  New  Age  of  Civil  War: 

Are  we  entering  a new  age  of  civil  war?  Conflicts  involving  Indigenous 
peoples  seem  to  be  escalating  globally.  From  Indonesia  and  Papua  New 
Guinea  to  Mexico  and  South  America,  Indigenous  lands  and  cultures  are 
under  attack  over  resources  and  cultural  differences.  What  role  do  we  in 
the  United  States  play  in  these  global  conflicts?  Guests  include  Ward 
Churchill,  Professor  of  American  Indian  Studies  of  the  University  of 
Colorado  at  Boulder. 

TUE  - 9/12:  New  Life  within  the  Horse  Cultures: 

The  Nez  Perce  of  northern  Idaho  have  been  using  horses  for  youth  therapy 
and  rehabilitation.  These  magical  colts  have  ignited  a new  appreciation 
of  their  tribal  culture  for  the  youngsters.  The  Nez  Perce  are  also 
celebrating  a new  breed  of  Appaloosa  which  has  drawn  worldwide  attention. 
Do  these  animals  have  spiritual  powers  and  the  strength  to  heal?  Invited 
guests  include  Bonnie  Ewing  of  the  Chief  Joseph  Foundation  and  Rudy 
Shabala  of  the  Nez  Perce  Horse  Registry. 

WED  9/13:  Contamination  of  the  North: 

Alaska  is  listed  as  a state  under  environmental  attack.  Environmental 
groups  say  that  toxins  from  around  the  world  are  migrating  to  Alaska  and 
the  problem  is  compounded  by  the  pollution  generated  by  the  oil 
companies,  military  complexes  and  global  warming.  How  does  the 


environmental  health  of  Alaska  affect  global  conditions?  Guests  include 
Sterling  Gologergen  of  Alaska  Community  Action  on  Toxics. 

THU  - 9/14:  Disenrollment  for  Dollars: 

The  Las  Vegas  Paiute  tribal  council  disenrolled  14  people  out  of  its 
54-member  tribe.  The  council  ruled  that  the  people  did  not  have 
sufficient  records  of  their  ancestral  heritage.  The  disenrollees, 
however,  say  that  big  development  money,  per  capita  payments  and  a greedy 
tribal  council  is  why  they  were  kicked  out.  How  is  wealth  affecting 
intertribal  relations?  Are  we  succumbing  to  greed  and  outside  interests? 

Check  out  all  of  the  Wellness  Edition  topics  for  September... 

FRI  - 9/15:  Birth  Control 

A recent  study  showed  a decline  in  teen  pregnancies  nationwide.  Does  this 
mean  that  teens  aren't  having  sex,  or  does  it  mean  that  improved  sex 
education  and  easier  access  to  birth  control  is  making  an  impact  on 
healthy  choices?  More  birth  control  options  than  ever  are  available  to 
women... and  men.  We'll  talk  about  everything  from  the  oldest  form  of 
birth  control  (abstinence)  to  birth  control  pills,  implants, 
contraceptives .. .even  female  condoms  and  the  new  male  birth  control  pill 
that's  in  development  now.  loin  us  to  decide  who's  responsible  for 
protection  and  how  to  make  sure  that  you  can  get  the  advice  you  need  from 
the  right  health  professionals. 

Programming  Questions:  Joseph  Leon,  NAC  505-277-7999  jleon@unm.edu 
Distribution/Promotion:  Eric  Martin,  AIROS  402-472-3287  airos@unl.edu 
Wellness  Edition:  Joan  Kane,  Koahnic  907-258-8898  jmkane@citci.com 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

John  Wm  Sloniker,  Chris  Milda,  Chris  Spotted  Eagle,  Dennis  Tester, 

Marsha  Monestersky,  Gary  Smith,  John  D Berry,  Kim  Catrel,  Janet  Smith, 
Martha  Ture,  Robert  Dorman,  Brooke  Schiavi,  Harvey  Arden,  Buffalo  Folks, 
Dale  Mitchell,  Debbie  Sanders,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Johnnie  Rustywire,  Dreamwalker,  Eric  Martin 


From  gars@netcom.com  Thu  Sep  21  00:01:59  2000 
Date:  Tue,  19  Sep  2000  17:56:17  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.039 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz  elist,  KOLA  Newslist,  LPDC, 

& Triballaw  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http://www.algore2000.com/states/index.html 
http : //www. bill ingsgazette . com/region/20000909_r5wind . html 
http: //www. abq journal . com/news/115939news09-04-00. htm 
http: //www. Canadian aboriginal . com 

http : //www. capitolalert . com / news/capalert03_20000916 .html 
http: //www. arizonarepublic .com/arizona/ articles/0913debatel3 .html 
http: // seattlep-i . nwsource.com/local/yakill. shtml 
http: //www. azstar net . com/public/dnews/000831honeybee . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"We  were  taught  to  believe  that  the  Great  Spirit  sees  and  hears 
everything,  and  that  Fie  never  forgets;  that  hereafter  Fie  will  give 
every  man  a Spirit-home  according  to  his  deserts:  if  he  has  been 
a good  Man,  he  will  have  a good  home;  if  he  has  been  a bad  man, 
he  will  have  a bad  home.  This  I believe,  and  all  my  people  believe 
the  same." 

Chief  Doseph,  Nez  Perce 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


This  past  weekend  I was  granted  the  honor  of  serving  as  emcee  for  the 
festival  held  in  conjunction  with  the  "Trail  of  Tears  Commemorative  Trail 
Ride".  I do  not  have  the  final  figures  Guinness  was  there  to  document;  but 
it  is  estimated  60,000  motorcycle  riders  left  Chattanooga,  and  anywhere 
from  70,000  to  85,000  (counting  those  that  joined  enroute)  arrived  in 
Waterloo . 

While  those  numbers  are  probably  accurate  and  even  more  incredible  first 
hand,  what  is  truly  remarkable  are  two  disparate  items  of  note: 

- Though  the  original  "ge  tsi  ka  hv  da  a ne  gv  i (trail  of  tears)"  began 
in  New  Echota  Georgia,  spurred  by  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Dahlonega,  not 
one  word  about  those  record  shattering  events  was  mentioned  in  the  Atlanta 
paper . 

- The  editorial  written  by  Mike  Goens  in  the  Florence  Alabama  "Times  Daily" 
was  a well  written  caution  to  the  committee  to  not  let  this  become  just 

a trail  ride.  Mike's  banner  read  "Don't  forget  ride's  real  purpose"  and 
said  the  ride  must  not  overshadow  the  commemoration  of  a death  march  as 
Santa  has  overshadowed  the  real  purpose  of  Christmas. 


Thank  you  Mike  Goens  and  the  Florence  "Times  Daily".  Shame  on  you  and  your 
legacy,  Atlanta  "Dournal-Constitution" . 


From  my  mailbag: 

Date:  Mon,  18  Sep  2000  13:53:51  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

please  post: 

Susanna  Seelye  Shreeve  offers  her  super  VFIS  copy  of  the_Return  of  the 
Native_  the  story  of  the  Inter-Tribal  Bison  Cooperative  to  anyone,  whose 
local  'Public  Access  TV  Channel'  provides  them  with  an  'import  video' 
form,  requesting  to  show  this  22  minute  videotape. 

Dust  mail  the  completed  form  to  Susanna  Shreeve,  PO  Box  3887,  Santa 
Barbara,  CA  93130J  she'll  complete  her  written  portion  and  mail  the  tape 
for  airing. 

For  those  who  already  have  the  VHS  video,  contact  Gerald  Dewey,  ITBC 
Marketing  Dept.,  and  get  permission  to  make  a SVFIS  tape  for  your  local 
station  to  use. 

Visit  the  website  for  phone,  fax  or  e-mail:  www. intertribalbison . org 
Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande . net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf.lonestar.org 


News  of  the  people  feat 

- Ipperwash  Five  Years  Later 

- Quebec  Police  Arrest 
Algonquin  Protesters 

- Government  is  Finally 
Getting  the  Message 

- Crisis  on  U'wa  Territory  Deepens 

- Letters  Detailing 

1864  Indian  Massacre  Released 

- California  Reaffirms 
Tribal  Sovereignty  Support 

- Cherokees  Told  to  Build 
not  Tear  Down 

- Blackfeet  Begin  to  Build 
State's  First  Wind  Farm 

- Women  in  Charge 

of  Dicarilla  Apaches 

- Quapaw  Tribe 

Ousts  Three  Committee  Members 

- Slade  and  Oliphant  and  Elephants 

- Marshall  Fishery  Decision 
Challenged 

- Indian  Lawsuits  Over  Schools 
Shake  Churches 

"RE : Ipperwash  Five  Years 


red  in  this  issue  

- BIA  Authority  to  Recognize  Tribes 
May  be  Stripped 

- Round  Valley  Group  sues  BIA 

- Bilingual  Debate  Gets  Heated 

- He  Keepes  His  Language  Alive 

- Indians  Urge  Babbitt  be 
Fined  in  Suit 

- Yakama  Nation's  Alcohol  Ban 

- Pervasive  Disparities  Found 
in  Death  Penalty 

- Failing  to  Notify  Tribe 
Violated  Pact 

- Your  Help  is  Needed/ 

Free  Leonard  Peltier 

- The  Interview 

You  Shouldn't  Miss  Reading 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Rustywire:  May  I Walk  in  Beauty 

- Poem:  Farewell  to  Butterflies 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Navajo  Woman  to  join  Hall  of  Fame 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Native  America  Calling 

Later"  


Date:  Sat,  16  Sep  2000  05:19:05  EDT 
From:  SumerWCree@aol . com 
Sub j : ipperwash  coalition 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

FIVE  YEARS  LATER:  OUR  DETERMINATION  IS  STONGER  THAN  EVER! 

September  6,  2000  - five  years  after  the  terrible  events  at  ex-Ipperwash 
Park  - more  than  250  people  gathered  at  Queen's  Park  in  Toronto  to  mourn 
the  unresolved  murder  of  Dudley  George  and  the  loss  of  the  right  to 


peaceful  political  protest  in  Canada.  This  group,  including  many  of 
Dudley's  family  members,  five  drum  groups  and  speakers  from  national, 
international  and  Aboriginal  organizations,  also  gathered  to  share 
strength  and  recommit  for  the  continuing  fight  for  justice  for  Stoney 
Pointers  and  other  Aboriginal  Rights  and  human  rights  struggles  across 
Canada/Turtle  Island. 

9 to  11  pm  on  a weekday  night  may  seem  a strange  time  for  this  public 
event.  But,  the  time  was  not  of  our  choosing  - we  simply  mark  the  time 
that  the  actual  police  assault  occurred.  From  the  early  hours  of  the 
evening  on  Sept.  6,  1995,  it  was  clear  that  the  OPP's  attitude  towards  the 
Stoney  Pointers  had  turned  ugly.  With  their  mammoth  tactical  police  build- 
up complete,  the  police  began  marching  and  banging  on  the  riot-control 
shields.  This  maneuver  is  called  "shield  chatter"  and  is  designed  to 
intimidate  protestors.  Close  to  11  pm,  an  Aboriginal  man  stepped  forward 
to  ask  the  police  to  stop  their  dangerous,  confrontational  tactics;  he  was 
beaten  within  a shred  of  his  life.  Some  of  the  people  in  the  Park  tried  to 
find  ways  to  protect  him  and  others  from  the  deadly  police  force.  The 
police  reacted  to  these  protective  measures  by  opening  fire  and  injured 
several  people  - including  Dudley  George,  who  died  within  two  hours  at  a 
hospital  in  Strathroy,  Ontario. 

Today,  we  know  "who"  shot  Dudley  George.  Sgt.  Kenneth  Deane  was 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  180  hours  of  community  service  (with  no  loss  of 
pay  or  position  for  his  criminal  negligence)  and  is  trying  to  appeal  his 
conviction  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  What  we  don't  know  for  sure  is 
"why"  Deane  was  there  with  a gun  in  his  trigger-happy  hand.  We  don't  know 
"which"  of  several  possible  senior  government  officials  conveyed  to  the 
OPP  that  they  had  the  latitude,  or  in  fact  gave  them  specific  instructions 
to  "confront  the  protestors"  "using  violence",  if  necessary,  to  "get  the 
f...ing  Indians  out  of  the  Park".  (All  these  quotes  arise  from  leaked 
information  reported  in  the  media.)  We  DO  know  that  the  local  Tory  MPP, 
Marcel  Beaubien,  was  in  the  OPP  command  post  earlier  on  the  day  of 
September  6,  1995.  We  also  KNOW  that  Beaubien  informed  the  OPP  commanders 
that  he  was  in  regular  communication  with  Cabinet  members  at  Queen's  Park, 
whom  - he  said  - approved  the  direction  the  police  were  going  with  the 
operation  (presumably  the  military  build-up  to  deal  with  the  thirty 
unarmed  men,  women  and  children  in  the  Park).  We  also  know  that  Beaubien 
was  quoted  in  the  local  paper  that  same  morning,  saying  "Queen's  Park  will 
take  a hard  line  with  the  protestors...  if  people  are  hurt,  so  be  it."  We 
also  recall  that,  afterwards,  Beaubien  declared  he  would  'not  be  the  fall 
guy'  • 

Will  the  truth  ever  come  out?  YES.  Your  strong  support  at  Queen's  Park 
makes  that  clear.  People  have  not  forgotten  - will  not  forget.  Little  tiny 
tidbits  of  new  information  keep  coming  out.  The  puzzle  is  filling  in.  New 
people  are  still  learning  about  this  terrible  blot  on  the  Canadian 
conscience  and  they  are  determined  to  see  justice.  The  truth  WILL  come  out 

SEPTEMBER  6TH  GATHERING  IN  LONDON 

From  London,  Ontario,  Dan  Smoke  reports  that  a commemorative  prayer 
circle  was  held  on  September  6th.  Supporters  of  the  Coalition  in  that 
region  have  continued  to  be  strong  in  their  demand  for  a public  inquiry. 
This  event  gave  some  of  them  an  opportunity  to  renew  their  commitment 
collectively.  It  was  heartening  to  hear  that  there  were  two  Vigils! 

IPPERWASH  HUSTICE  FUND  BEING  ESTABLISHED  (FUNDRAISING  FOR  THE  CIVIL  SUIT) 

Sam  George,  brother  of  Dudley  George  and  plaintiff  in  the  Civil  Suit 
against  Ontario  Premier  Harris  and  others  for  the  "wrongful  death"  of  his 
brother,  estimates  $90,000  will  be  required  to  see  the  case  through  the 
preliminary  hearing  stage.  Perhaps  as  much  as  $500,000  may  be  needed  to 
finance  the  entire  case.  A group  of  activists  from  the  Coalition's  broader 
network  have  spontaneously  come  together  to  raise  this  money.  For  the 
first  amount,  they  are  using  a direct  appeal  campaign.  PLEASE  VOLUNTEER  to 
help  with  mailing  lists  & envelope  stuffing:  call  Bruce  at  416-588-3687. 

NATIONAL  CHIEF  MATTHEW  COON  COME  ~ AFN  ONTARIO  VICE-CHIEF  CHARLES  FOX 
SPEAK  OUT  AT  VIGIL  ON  SEPTEMBER  6TH  ~ DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY 


Activists  and  media  gathered  at  both  Burnt  Church,  New  Brunswick  and  at 
Queen's  Park  in  Toronto,  Ontario  heard  strong  statements  from  Assembly  of 
First  Nations  leadership.  Ontario  Regional  Chief  reminded  listeners  that 
resolution  of  this  issue  has,  for  five  years,  been  of  highest  priority  for 
Chiefs  and  community  members.  Chief  Fox  also  read  from  a prepared  AFN 
statement  that  linked  "the  Ipperwash  police  attack  to  the  government  boat 
ramming  of  Atlantic  native  fishermen". 

This  statement  quotes  National  Chief  Coon  Come,  "First  Nations  members 
who  defend  their  ancient  rights  are  all  too  often  met  with  government 
violence  under  the  guise  of  'law  and  order'.  Whether  it's  boat  ramming  or 
bullet  holes,  Dudley  George  and  First  Nation  fishermen  have  experienced 
first  hand  how  far  governments  will  go  to  deny  them  their  lands  and  their 
resources."  Citing  the  UNHRC  report  that  called  on  Canada  to  hold  a 
Ipperwash  inquiry,  the  AFN  statement  echoes  this  demand,  again  quoting  the 
National  Chief  , "Law  and  order  must  be  matched  with  peace  and  justice." 

In  his  concluding  remarks  to  Vigil  participants,  , Chief  Fox  said  that 
the  National  Chief  had  spoken  at  Burnt  Church  that  day  and  raised  the 
AFN's  continuing  concern  about  the  unresolved  Ipperwash  matter.  Among  the 
Mi'kmaq  and  their  supporters.  Chief  Coon  Come  called  for  a minute  of 
silence  in  Dudley  George's  memory.  From  the  Coalition's  perspective  it  is 
very  gratifying  to  hear  such  strong  support  from  the  newly  elected  leaders. 
Chi  Miigwetch! 

AMNESTY  INTERNATIONAL  IN  LONDON,  ENGLAND  RENEWS  ITS  CALL  FOR  AN  INQUIRY  ~ 
ENGLISH  CANADA'S  AMNESTY  INTERNATIONAL  STARTS  A LETTER-WRITING  CAMPAIGN  ~ 
In  a strongly  worded  letter  (dated  August  17,  2000)  to  Premier  Harris, 
the  International  Secretariat  of  Amnesty  International  asks  for  answers  to 
the  questions  it  posed  re:  Ipperwash  almost  five  years  ago.  AI  apparently 
"has  continued  to  monitor  developments  regarding  Ipperwash"  and  is 
"gravely  concerned  that  authorities  in  Ontario  continue  to  resist  numerous 
calls  for  a public  inquiry",  despite  "numerous  media  reports  alleging  many 
disturbing  facts  leading  up  to  this  fatal  shooting".  Citing,  as  well,  the 
UNHRC 's  call  for  an  inquiry,  AI  also  makes  mention  of  the  legal  opinion 
prepared  by  the  Ontario  Legislature's  own  research  staff,  which  states 
"The  case  law  would  suggest  there  is  no  impediment  to  the  calling  of  a 
public  inquiry  at  this  time." 

On  the  website  for  AI  (English  Canada)  at  <http://www.amnesty.ca>  you 
can  find  an  appeal  to  AI  supporters  about  this  matter:  "It's  time  for  the 
truth  to  come  out." 

A click  on  "Speak  Out  Now"  leads  the  viewer  to  <actnow/actGeorge.htm>, 
where  it  says:  "There  can  no  more  delays,  no  more  excuses.  Canada  must 
comply  with  its  international  human  rights  obligations.  The  federal 
government  must  act  now  to  ensure  a full,  independent,  impartial  public 
inquiry  into  the  death  of  Dudley  George. 

"Please  write  to  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien.  In  your  letter: 

1.  highlight  the  statement  made  by  the  UN  Human  Rights  Committee,  calling 
on  the  government  of  Canada  to  establish  a public  inquiry  into  all  aspects 
of  the  death  of  Dudley  George; 

2.  emphasize  the  importance  of  Canada  fulfilling  its  international  human 
rights  obligations;  and 

3.  ask  what  steps  the  government  is  taking  now  to  comply  with  the 
Committee's  advice. 

"Write  to: 

The  Right  Honourable  lean  Chretien 

House  of  Commons,  Parliament  Buildings,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0A6 
FAX:  (613)  941-6900 
Email:  pm@pm.gc.ca" 

That's  all  a quote  right  from  the  Canadian  AI  website.  Pretty  cool, 

eh?  And  also  pretty  good  advice!  If  you  haven't  written  the  P.M.  yet, 
now's  the  perfect  time  to  do  it.  Please  send  us  a copy. 

COALITION'S  INTERNATIONAL  STRATEGIES 

At  a public  meeting  at  the  Native  Centre  in  Toronto,  Coalition  core 


group  members  elaborated  their  strategies  for  two  upcoming  international 
forums : 

participating  in  the  review  of  Canada's  compliance  on  the  international 
human  rights  treaty  for  the  Elimination  of  all  Forms  of  Racial 
Discrimination  and  the  World  Conference  Against  Racism.  More  on  this  will 
be  published  in  an  upcoming  Newsletter.  Meanwhile,  if  you're  interested, 
please  be  advised  that  the  government  of  Canada  is  holding  a public 
consultation  about  racism,  the  results  of  which  will  be  incorporated  into 
its  report  for  the  World  Conference.  The  Toronto  consultation  will  take 
place  September  24  and  25.  Dates  have  been  set  for  other  cities.  For  more 
info:  contact  our  professional  advisor.  Dr.  Eva  Mackey,  at  516-4810  or  at 
<emackey@yorku . ca> . 

NDP  LEADER  HOWARD  HAMPTON  SENDS  INQUIRY  ISSUE  TO  ONTARIO  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
COMMISSION 

Howard  Hampton  sees  it  the  same  way  we  do.  Racism  is  a primary  factor  in 
the  continuing  failure  by  governments  to  call  an  inquiry.  The  Walkerton 
inquiry  makes  this  clearer  than  ever.  Thanks  Howard!  We  hope  the  OHRC  can 
look  at  this  soon. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To  support  Human  Rights  and  Aboriginal  Sovereignty, 

please  join  the  Coalition  for  a Public  Inquiry  into  Ipperwash 

Donations  & Information:  Box  111,  Station  C,  Toronto,  On  M6J  3M7;  E: 

annpohl@interlog.comj  T:  416-537-3520;  F:  416-538-2559 

Indianz  at  http://www.egroups.com  - a group  for,  by,  and  about  Indianz 

- "RE:  Quebec  Police  Arrest  Algonquin  Protesters"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Sep  2000  21:21:35  EDT 
From:  SumerWCree@aol.com 

Sub j : Quebec  police  arrest  Algonquin  protesters 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

Gathering  Place  First  Nations, Ca 
With  Much  Thanks  To:  Mi'kmaq  Netnews: 

Quebec  police  arrest  Algonquin  protesters 
WebPosted  Mon  Sep  11  18:28:29  2000 

MONTREAL  - Quebec  Police  have  arrested  seven  Algonquin  protesters  who  have 
spent  the  last  month  blockading  two  logging  roads  in  a central  Quebec  game 
preserve . 

INDEPTH:  Aboriginal  Canadians 

The  Algonquin  families  claim  the  land  as  ancestral  territory  on  which 
they  can  pursue  their  traditional  hunting  and  trapping  way  of 
life.  But  the  forestry  company  Domtar  was  granted  cutting  rights  to  the 
land  under  an  agreement  with  the  local  Algonquin  Band  and 
the  government  of  Quebec.  The  conflict  over  resources  is  similar  to  many 
other  problems  First  Nations  communities  have  with  the 
provinces  and  the  big  resource  companies. 

Police  arrested  the  protesters  and  have  warrants  for  two  others.  They 
have  been  watching  the  blockades  for  the  past  month.  A police  spokesman 
says  they've  gathered  enough  evidence  to  support  charges  of 
mischief,  uttering  threats  and  at  least  one  firearms  offence. 

One  of  the  people  arrested  is  a 60-year-old  grandmother  who  supports 
herself  by  trapping  and  hunting.  She  says  if  the  trees  are  cut 
down,  the  animals  will  leave  the  area  and  her  livelihood  will  end. 

Jacob  Wawati  speaks  for  the  families.  He  says  Domtar  was  given  cutting 
permits  through  a deal  between  the  local  band  chief  and  council  and  the 
government  of  Quebec.  But  that's  illegal,  he  says,  because  the 
families  who  live  there  have  never  stopped  using  the  land  and  never  signed 
a treaty  giving  away  their  rights  to  it. 

"This  is  unceeded  territory.  Who  does  it  really  belong  to?  Who  has 
the  right  to  speak  about  it?  Does  the  Quebec  government  have  the 
right  to  speak  about  it?  Or  the  landowner?  It's  not  defined  in  any  way. 


shape,  on  form,"  said  Wawati. 

The  Algonquin  families  say  they  have  to  protect  the  forest  in  order  to 
protect  their  food  supply.  Charles  O'Brien  is  a lawyer  representing  the 
families.  He  says  if  the  food  supply  is  lost,  the  people  may  lose  their 
rights  to  live  on  their  ancestral  land.  "The  clear  cutting  makes  those 
rights  illusory.  And  that's  the  basis  of  their  defence  of  that  land,"  he 
said . 

Similar  confrontations  are  simmering  across  Canada.  Don  Sullivan,  North 
American  co-ordinator  for  the  Boreal  Forest  Network,  says  a pattern  of 
conflict  is  emerging  between  First  Nations  people  and  resource  companies. 

"I  see  a this  being  the  new  area  of  conflict.  First  Nations  are  looking  to 
get  themselves  out  of  third  world  conditions.  They  are  in  areas  where 
resources  are  in  abundance,  and  they  are  unable  to  access  resources  in 
order  to  make  a livelihood  for  their  communities." 

Sullivan  says  Ottawa  must  take  its  responsibility  to  protect  aboriginal 
rights  much  more  seriously  before  these  confrontations  end  in  loss  of  life. 
Indianz  at  http://www.egroups.com  - a group  for,  by,  and  about  Indianz 

"RE : Government  is  Finally  Getting  the  Message"  

Date:  9/15/00  2:58:49  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : Six  Nations  Land  Claims  - Government  is  Finally  Getting  the  Message 
<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[source:  NativeNewsj  Thu,  14  Sep  2000  19:27:37  -0700] 

September  14th 
Brantford  Expositor 
OPINION 

IT'S  ABOUT  TIME 

BRANTFORD  _ The  federal  government  may  not,  in  a purely  legal  and 
technical  sense,  be  guilty  of  contempt  in  its  handling  of  the  Six  Nations 
land  claim.  But  "contempt"  is  certainly  the  word  that  best  describes  the 
approach  taken  by  the  federal  government  as  it  wages  a war  of  attrition 
against  the  native  band,  which  included  yet  another  court  appearance  this 
week  at  which  an  agreement  of  sorts  was  hammered  out  to  move  ahead. 

The  federal  government  is  finally  getting  the  message.  It's  about  time. 

Two  centuries  ago,  the  Six  Nations  were  granted  all  of  the  land  six 
miles  on  either  side  of  the  Grand  River.  Over  the  decades  some  of  it  was 
sold,  some  given  away,  some  stolen.  The  Six  Nations  want  to  know  what 
happened  to  the  land  and,  just  as  importantly,  what  happened  to  the 
proceeds  from  the  sales  and  leases. 

So  they  have  asked  the  federal  government,  which  holds  the  trust  funds, 
to  answer  some  questions. 

But  despite  being  ordered  by  Dustice  Dames  Kent  to  comply,  the  federal 
government  has  stalled,  using  almost  every  legal  avenue  to  avoid  giving 
complete  answers. 

Dust  how  silly  is  the  federal  government  behaving?  Here's  how  silly:  it 
has  refused  to  acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  Six  Nations  of  the  Grand 
River  are  descendents  of  the  Iroquois  people  who  moved  here  from  New  York 
state  after  the  American  Revolution  to  settle  the  Haldimand  Tract 
territory . 

Only  the  federal  government  could  wage  legal  battle  over  basic 
historical  fact,  trying,  it  seems  to  rewrite  history  to  its  own  purposes. 

But  what  could  be  the  purpose  of  such  an  Orwellian  approach?  The  only 
answer  seems  to  be  to  frustrate  the  Six  Nations  people  to  the  point  where 
they  give  up  and  go  home. 

(Which,  when  you  think  about  it,  is  exactly  what  they  are  trying  to  do, 
once  they  figure  out  how  much  of  their  homeland  they  have  left.) 

Obviously  the  federal  government  is  fearful  that  if  the  Six  Nations  is 
successful  that  the  cost  of  a settlement  could  run  into  many,  many 
millions  of  dollars. 

>From  the  federal  government's  point  of  view,  that  appears  to  justify 
taking  an  absurd  legal  position,  fighting  it  out  time  after  time  in  court. 


and  racking  up  legal  bills  in  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  federal  government  seems  to  be  taking  the  view  that  justice  doesn't 
really  matter  as  much  as  winning.  But  how  can  it  possibly  square  that 
position  with  its  traditional  and  legal  responsibility  as  the  trustee  of 
the  Six  Nations  land  and  money?  How  can  it  be  so  intent  on  defeating  the 
very  people  it  has  sworn  to  protect? 

Under  the  supervision  of  Dustice  Kent,  the  Six  Nations  and  Ottawa  have 
agreed  this  week  that  the  federal  government  will  finally  produce  complete 
answers  within  the  next  month.  After  that,  Ottawa  and  the  Six  Nations  may 
actually  be  able  to  get  down  to  the  real  business  of  coming  up  with  a 
final  reckoning  of  what  the  Six  Nations  is  owed. 

Perhaps  then,  instead  of  "contempt,"  we'll  be  able  to  use  the  word  "co- 
-operation"  when  we  discuss  the  federal  government's  handling  of  this  file. 
[In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only.] 

<+>=<+> 

KOLA  Information:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/index.htm 

KOLA  Petitions:  http://kola-hq.hypermart.net 

KOLA  Greeting  Cards:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/cards.htm 

"RE : Crisis  on  U'wa  Territory  Deepens"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Sep  2000  14:52:30  -0400 
From:  Carol  <radred@ix.netcom.com> 

Sub j : ALERT!  U'wa  given  7-day  eviction  notice! 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Thu,  14  Sep  2000  16:08:33  -0700 
From:  "Lauren  Sullivan"  <lsullivan@ran .org> 

CRISIS  ON  U'WA  TERRITORY  DEEPENS  AS  COLOMBIAN 
GOVERNMENT  DECLARES  IT  WILL  EVICT  U'WA  FROM  THEIR 
TERRITORY  AROUND  THE  GIBRALTAR  1 DRILLSITE 
CALL  COLOMBIAN  PRESIDENT  PASTRANA!  CALL  AL  GORE! 

ORGANIZE  AN  EMERGENCY  RESPONSE  DEMONSTRATION 
AT  A NEARBY  GORE  2000  OFFICE! 

Find  the  one  nearest  you  at  : 
http://www.algore2000.com/states/index.html 
and  nearest  DNC  office  at: 
http : //www . democrats.org/ action/ 

Contact  Patrick  or  Lauren  at  RAN  at  1-800-989-RAIN 
or  organize@ran . org  if  you  are  willing  to  organize  an 
emergency  response  demonstration,  action  or  solidarity  event! 

In  this  Alert: 

1) Call  to  action:  Contact  A1  Gore  and  President  Pastrana! 

2) Latest  U'wa  Communique  (English  and  Spanish  versions) 

3) Sample  letter  to  Pastrana 


1)  CALL  FOR  SOLIDARITY  ACTIONS!! 

The  U'wa  people  of  Colombia  are  facing  the  final  showdown  in  their  eight 
year  campaign  to  prevent  Occidental  petroleum  from  desecrating  their 
ancestral  lands.  The  Colombian  Military  and  Police  have  increased  their 
forces  occupying  the  proposed  drillsite  and  have  told  the  U'wa  that  they 
will  be  removed  from  their  legal,  communal  property  within  the  next  seven 
days!  The  U'wa  are  being  barred  from  assembling  on  their  own  lands  and 
are  being  assaulted  by  the  military.  We  must  act  now  to  help  the  U'wa  by 
showing  A1  Gore  and  Colombian  President  Pastrana  that  we  will  hold  them 
accountable  for  Oxy's  actions  on  the  U'wa  territory. 

President  Pastrana  and  Colombian  legal  entities  have  called  for  the 
eviction  of  the  U'wa.  According  to  the  U'wa  the  military  has  said  they  are 
designating  the  area  around  the  Gibraltar  1 well-site,  land  which  legally 
belongs  to  the  U'wa,  as  a "mining  reserve"  for  Occidental  Petroleum. 
Occidental  has  stated  that  they  plan  to  sink  the  first  exploratory  well  at 
the  Gibraltar  1 before  the  end  of  September.  This  eviction  will  pave  the 


way  for  Occidental  to  bring  in  the  final  machinary  needed  to  begin 
drilling.  The  escalation  of  violence  is  already  occurring  and  the  U'wa's 
human  rights  are  being  violated  by  the  military  on  a daily  basis. 

The  U'wa  have  called  for  increased  solidarity  actions.  The  fulture  of  the 
U'wa  people  and  their  homelands  depends  on  activists  around  the  world 
taking  actions  for  the  U'wa.  Whether  its  a demonstration  at  a Gore 
campaign  office,  a picket  at  the  Colombian  embassy  or  a teach-in  in  your 
community 

- we  must  draw  attention  to  the  crisis  in  U'wa  land! 

Call  on  A1  Gore  and  Colombian  President  Pastrana  to  stop  the  violation 
of  the  U'wa's  human  rights!  A1  Gore,  Pastrana  and  Oxy  will  have  the  blood 
of  the  U'wa  on  their  hands  if  any  more  violence  occurs.  In  the  early 
90's,  Gore  supported  the  Penan,  an  indigenous  people  in  Borneo  whose 
rainforest  home  was  threatend  by  logging  operations.  Why  has  he  failed  to 
take  action  for  the  U'wa?  Apparently  his  concern  for  the  environment  and 
human  rights  only  matters  when  it  doesn't  conflict  with  the  corporations 
like  Oxy  that  fund  his  campaign. 

The  Republicans  are  drawing  attention  to  Gore's  hypocrisy  on  this  issue 
(see  their  website  - 

http://www.rnc.org/GoreFiles/oxyall_082300)  which  is  of  course  ironic 
since  Bush  and  Cheney  have  even  deeper  ties  to  the  oil  industry. 

We  need  to  be  a clearer  voice  of  support  for  the  U'wa  that  demands  that 
Gore  sever  his  ties  from  Oxy,  pressure  the  Colombian  Government  to  protect 
the  U'wa  people  and  not  oil  interests.  Gore  needs  to  do  this  because  we 
will  no  longer  stand  for  his  hypocrisy  around  human  rights  and 
environmental  issues. 

US  Activists: 

Please  take  the  time  to  call,  write  and  fax  A1  Gore: 

Gore2000 

601  Mainstream  Dr. 

Nashville,  TN  37228 
Phone:  615-340-2000 
Fax:  202-456-2685 

Organize  a lobbying  visit,  demonstration  or  direct  action  at  a Gore  2000 
or  DNC  office!  loin  the  U'wa  in  putting  your  body  on  the  line! 

International  activists  and  US  Activists: 

Fax  President  Pastrana  and  let  him  know  that  we,  the  people  and 
organizations  who  defend  human  rights,  will  not  tolerate  the  continued 
violation  of  the  U'wa's  culture,  rights  and  ancestral  territory. 

(Template  letter  below) 

Fax  the  Colombian  Embassy  in  Washington  D.C.  at:  202-232-8643 


2) 

Association  of  U'wa  Traditional  Authorities 
Decree  Number  1088,  1993 

Registry  resolution  Number  003,  February  1997. 

Minister  of  the  Interior 

Communique  to  the  National  and  International  Public 

Kera  Chikara  - Ancestral  and  Sacred  Territory  of  the  U'wa  People, 

September  11,  2000 

The  U'wa  People  want  to  make  known  the  National  and  International  Public 
the  repressive  nature  of  the  public  forces,  military,  and  anti-riot  police 
who  are,  on  a daily  basis,  physically  and  morally  assaulting  members  of 
the  U'wa  community  who  are  living  on  the  Santa  Rita  and  Bellavista  Farms 
in  Cedeno,  Toledo,  North  Santander.  Our  community  is  the  rightful  owner  of 
these  lands. 

This  past  Duly  8th,  the  U'wa  community  returned  to  occupy  the  Santa  Rita 
and  Bellavista  farms  thanks  to  a judge's  injunction  decision  which  ordered 
the  revision  of  the  formalities  which  granted  the  land  to  Occidental  of 
Colombia,  Inc.  In  this  process  of  revising  these  formalities,  the  U'wa, 
the  representative  of  the  municipality  of  Cubara,  Boyaca,  the  Agrarian 
judicial  attorney  of  Arauca,  the  People's  Ombudsman  of  Arauca,  and  the 
commander  of  the  military  forces  of  the  region,  agreed  to  mutually  respect 


each  other,  thus  guaranteeing  the  respect  for  our  constitutional  and  legal 
rights.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  universal  human  rights  and 
international  humanitarian  rights  would  be  respected,  including:  freedom 
of  movement,  freedom  from  physical  or  moral  agression,  the  right  to  work, 
the  right  to  a home,  the  right  to  privacy,  etc.  But  today  we  would  like 
to  tell  Colombia  and  the  world  that  the  public  forces  haven't  respected 
our  rights,  and  they  continue  to  restrict  the  entry  to  our  land,  they 
prohibit  us  from  using  the  interior  road  that  connects  with  the  central 
road  to  our  property,  they  sound  gunshots  in  the  night.  U'wa  women  have 
been  the  victims  of  violent  sexual  acts  carried  out  by  military  soldiers, 
and  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  September  due  to  the  restricted  movement,  we  had 
to  traverse  a mountain  to  enter  our  property. 

Today  the  public  forces  informed  us  that  in  eight  days  they  will  remove 
the  U'wa  community  members  that  are  living  contentedly  on  the  Santa  Rita 
and  Bella  Vista  farms.  According  to  statements  from  the  head  of  the 
military,  this  is  an  order  handed  down  from  the  President  of  Colombia, 
Andres  Pastrana  Arango.  Due  to  this  decision,  we  would  like  to  say  to  our 
Colombian  brothers  and  sisters  that  this  is  the  result  of  the  Plan 
Colombia,  the  negation  of  all  of  our  rights. 

The  U'wa  people  reject  the  despotic  nature  of  the  Andres  Pastrana 
government,  the  lies  and  the  deceit  that  he  attempts  to  legalize  by  means 
of  informing  national  and  international  citizens  of  a process  of  alleged 
respect  for  our  rights,  which  in  reality  doesn't  exist.  While  the 
government  dialogues  in  Bogota,  the  machinery  is  arriving  to  the  drilling 
site  and  the  process  of  violence  is  growing  stronger.  For  these  reasons, 
we  want  to  make  clear  that  if  in  the  future  an  U'wa  leader  or  any  U'wa 
person  is  attacked  physically  or  morally,  we  will  hold  the  Colombian 
government  Occidental  of  Colombia  Inc.  directly  responsible. 

The  U'wa  are  not  going  to  abandon  our  farms  because  this  is  our  home  and 
our  land.  We  will  continue  to  gather  there  and  to  make  known  to  the 
Colombian  community  and  the  world  each  inhumane  act  that  is  committed  by 
the  military  forces.  We  will  communicate  these  events  not  to  provoke  pity, 
but  to  garner  support  for  our  people  who  fight  to  maintain  our  culture, 
our  beliefs,  our  ancient  laws;  We  are  an  example  a community  that  seeks  to 
live  in  peace  and  harmony  with  others  and  with  nature.  The  Plan  Colombia 
only  benefits  the  multinationals  who, in  their  efforts  to  seize  and  take 
control  of  our  riches  and  of  our  wealth  devastate  all  that  is  around  them. 
We  the  U'wa  people  stand  as  a clear  example  of  a community  defending  our 
right  to  live  in  peace,  unity  and  harmony;  to  live  within  the  territory 
that  was  created  by  Sira  (God),  and  to  care  for  and  and  coexist  peacefully 
on  this,  our  land. 

Roberto  Perez  Guitierrez 

President,  U'wa  Council,  U'wa  Association 


#3  SAMPLE  LETTER  TO  PRESIDENT  PASTRANA 
September  11,  2000 

Dr.  Andres  Pastrana  Arango 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Colombia 
Casa  de  Nariio 
Bogota  D.C. 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

We  are  profoundly  concerned  about  recent  news  we  have  received  from  the 
U'wa  community  in  Cubara  (Boyaca,  Colombia).  We  are  aware  that  the 
anti-  riot  police  arrived  in  the  area  on  September  7.  According  to  the 
U'wa,  the  police  stated  that  they  have  an  order  direct  from  the  Colombian 
Presidency  to  evict  all  civilians  present  in  a 500  meter  radius 
surrounding  the  exploratory  well  site  of  Gibraltar. 

According  to  the  U'wa,  a member  of  the  anti-riot  police  said:  "There  must 
be  no  civilians  inside  a 500  meter  radius  of  the  well."  Neither 
indigenous  nor  campesino  leaders  have  yet  received  a written  judicial  or 
administrative  eviction  order.  However,  according  to  what  the  anti-riot 
police  communicated  to  the  U'wa,  the  purpose  of  the  eviction  is  to  bring 


in  Occidental  Petroleum's  machinery  from  Saravena  to  the  drill  site. 


We  believe  that  this  eviction  would  constitute  an  open  violation  of  the 
recent  ruling  of  the  honorable  Superior  Court  of  Norte  de  Santander,  which 
authorized  Occidental  Petroleum's  use  of  only  the  land  previously  set 
aside  for  such  activity  in  a judicial  order. 

Additionally,  we  have  learned  that  on  September  11,  the  executive  board  of 
Incora  created  a Petroleum  Reserve  Zone  around  the  the  Gibaltar  well  site. 
This  constitutes  a new  attempt  to  disregard  the  rights  of  the  U'wa  people 
to  their  traditional  territory  and  to  their  communal  ownership  of  farms  to 
which  they  have  legitimate,  written,  and  duly  registered  titles. 

Considering: 

1.  that  Article  63  of  the  Colombian  Constitution  states  that  communal 
territory  of  ethnic  groups  is  inalienable; 

2.  that  the  land  slated  for  petroleum  exploration  forms  part  of  the 
immemorial  patrimony  of  the  U'wa  people  and  of  their  traditional 
territory;  and 

3.  that  the  U'wa  people  were  not  consulted  with  regarding  the  work  that  is 
currently  being  carried  out  by  Occidental  Petroleum; 

We  implore  you  to  take  action  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  U'wa  and  to 
take  action  to  prevent  a turn  of  events  like  that  which  occurred  on  Dune 
25th  and  26th,  on  February  11th,  and  on  Danuary  25th  of  this  year,  when 
actions  of  the  public  forces  against  the  U'wa  resulted  in  the  drownings  of 
three  indigenous  children  and  caused  multiple  injuries  to  indigenous 
people  and  campesinos. 

We  believe  that  the  conflict  between  the  U'wa  and  Occidental  Petroleum 
must  be  resolved  through  nonviolent  means,  especially  through  consultation 
under  the  terms  of  Convention  169  of  the  International  Labour  Organization, 
which  was  signed  and  ratified  by  Colombia  and  through  consideration  of  the 
terms  of  Article  330  and  Articles  63  and  93  of  the  Colombian  Constitution. 
Under  no  circumstances  can  we  individuals  and  organizations  actively 
defending  human  rights  accept  continued  violence  against  the  U'wa  and 
against  the  people  who  stand  in  solidarity  with  them. 

Sincerely: 


"RE : Letters  Detailing  1864  Indian  Massacre  Released"  — - 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  09-16-2000 

From:  "Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Date:  Sat,  16  Sep  2000  08:49:28  -0500 
Forwarded  by  Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Senator  Releases  Letters  Detailing  1864  Indian  Massacre 

BY  MATT  KELLEY 

THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

September  15,  2000 

WASHINGTON  --  Nearly  136  years  after  Colorado  Militia  troops  ambushed  and 
massacred  more  than  150  American  Indians  on  the  banks  of  Sand  Creek,  a 
senator  related  to  a survivor  of  the  attack  is  sponsoring  a plan  to  create 
a memorial  at  the  site. 

At  a hearing  on  the  proposal  Thursday,  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  read 
from  two  recently  discovered  letters  written  by  soldiers  who  objected  to 
the  1864  atrocity.  One,  by  Capt.  Silas  Soule,  detailed  the  gruesome  scene 
where  troops  slaughtered  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  women,  children  and  elderly 
men . 

"It  was  hard  to  see  little  children  on  their  knees  have  their  brains 
beat  out  by  men  professing  to  be  civilized,"  wrote  Soule,  who  was  murdered 
in  Denver  shortly  after  testifying  at  a congressional  inquiry. 

Campbell,  a Northern  Cheyenne  whose  great-grandfather's  second  wife 
survived  the  attack,  said  the  descriptions  brought  tears  to  his  eyes.  The 
Colorado  Republican  is  backing  a bill  to  create  a national  historic  site 
on  more  than  12,000  acres  of  "killing  fields"  on  the  plains  of 


southeastern  Colorado. 

"Can  you  imagine  cutting  open  a pregnant  woman  and  taking  out  the  baby 
and  then  scalping  the  baby?  " Campbell  said.  "It's  the  worst  atrocity  I've 
ever  heard  of." 

The  National  Park  Service  supports  Campbell's  proposal  to  create  the 
Sand  Creek  historic  site,  which  would  help  protect  the  area  from  artifact 
poachers  and  allow  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  tribal  members  to  create  a burial 
ground  there  for  the  remains  of  victims.  Rancher  Bill  Dawson,  on  whose 
land  much  of  the  killing  ground  lies,  and  other  area  landowners  are 
willing  to  sell  their  property  to  create  the  memorial. 

Campbell  said  he  guessed  the  bill  had  a "50-50"  chance  of  passing 
Congress  before  lawmakers  adjourn  for  the  year,  which  is  scheduled  for 
early  October. 

Steve  Brady,  president  of  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Sand  Creek  Descendants, 
said  the  site  would  commemorate  "the  unspeakable  horrors  of  ethnic 
cleansing. " 

The  massacre  began  at  dawn  Nov.  29,  1864,  when  nearly  1,000  men  under 
the  command  of  Col.  John  Chivington  surrounded  hundreds  of  Indians  camped 
on  the  banks  of  the  creek.  Soule  and  other  witnesses  said  Chivington 
wanted  to  kill  Indians  and  did  not  care  that  this  group  was  peaceful  and 
had  been  promised  by  other  U.S.  troops  that  they  would  be  left  alone  if 
they  flew  an  American  flag. 

The  troops  opened  fire  on  the  mostly  unarmed  Indians  with  guns  and 
howitzers,  then  chased  down  many  who  tried  to  flee.  The  soldiers  mutilated 
the  bodies,  taking  away  scalps,  ears,  fingers  and  genitals  as  trophies. 

Those  involved  were  never  punished. 

"RE : California  Reaffirms  Tribal  Sovereignty  Support"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Sep  2000  10:25:45  -0500 
From:  Liz  Pollard  <lpollard@SMOKESIG.COM> 

Sub j : California  Reaffirms  Support  for  Tribal  Sovereignty 

NEWS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  NEWS  RELEASE 

CALIFORNIA  LEGISLATURE  TAKES  ENLIGHTENED  POSITION  ON  TRIBAL  SOVEREIGNTY 

SACRAMENTO,  CA,  September  15,  2000  --  The  California  Legislature  has 
passed  unanimously  a resolution  which  points  to  a genuine  concern  for 
this  country's  first  peoples.  In  a whirlwind  push  designed  to  enact 
in  one  week  a resolution  to  make  the  state's  position  on  tribal 
sovereignty  abundantly  clear,  the  California  Legislature  passed  a 
landmark  bill.  Assembly  Concurrent  Resolution  (ACR)  185  concerning 
Native  rights. 

Written  by  Assemblyman  Dim  Battin  and  several  dozen  others  listed  in  the 
official  text,  the  measure  was  introduced  on  August  23,  just  a week  before 
the  Legislature  was  due  to  adjourn.  On  August  31,  Battin  succeeded  in 
walking  it  through  both  houses,  where  it  received  unanimous  approval. 

A summary  of  the  measure  prepared  by  the  Legislative  Counsel  and  included 
in  Battin 's  letter  reads  as  follows: 

"This  measure  would  reaffirm  state  recognition  of  the 
sovereign  status  of  federally  recognized  Indian  tribes  as 
separate  and  independent  political  communities  within  the 
United  States,  encourage  all  state  agencies,  when  engaging 
in  activities  or  developing  policies  affecting  Native 
American  tribal  rights  or  trust  resources,  to  do  so  in  a 
knowledgeable,  sensitive  manner  that  is  respectful  of  tribal 
sovereignty,  and,  in  recognizing  their  tribal  sovereignty, 
encourages  all  state  agencies  to  continue  to  reevaluate  and 
improve  the  implementation  of  laws  affecting  Native  American 
tribal  rights ..." 

The  full  text  of  the  bill  as  amended  and  passed  unanimously  may 
be  found  at  Battin 's  home  page: 

http: //www. leginfo. ca . gov/pub/ bill/ asm/ab_0151-0200/ acr_185_bill_20000823_in 

troduced . html 
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Cherokees  told  to  build  not  tear  down,  banish  weakness 
By  Mary  Pierpoint 
Today  staff 

Chad  Smith  delivered  his  State  of  the  Nation  address  with  what  he 
considers  to  be  the  future,  a child,  at  his  feet. 

TAHLEQUAH,  Okla.  - Challenging  the  Cherokee  Nation  to  remember  the 
legacy  of  the  ancestors.  Principal  Chief  Chad  "Corntassel"  Smith 
pledged  to  rebuild  the  nation  to  its  former  greatness  during  his 
State  of  the  Nation  address. 

>From  the  steps  of  the  Cherokee  Courthouse,  Smith  spoke  to  a crowd  of 
thousands  Sept.  2.  In  oppressive  temperatures  exceeding  110  degrees, 
listeners  were  silent,  the  only  sounds,  the  soft  swish  of  hundreds  of 
hand-held  fans.  They  came  to  hear  the  man  who  leads  the  largest 
Indian  nation  in  the  United  States  and  his  dream  for  a strong 
Cherokee  Nation. 

In  a powerful  speech.  Smith  instructed  members  to  grow  not  only  as 
tribal  members  but  also  as  individuals  to  strengthen  the  nation's 
spirit  and  legacy.  Smith  said  he  believes  the  strength  of  the  nation 
and  its  survival  depends  upon  the  personal  growth  of  its  members. 

"Since  I have  been  in  office,  one  thing  has  become  clear,  there  is  a 
weakness,"  Smith  said.  He  said  he  wants  to  see  members  building  one 
another  up,  instead  of  tearing  each  other  down,  to  go  beyond  being 
"wards  of  the  government." 

"Some  of  our  people  have  given  up  their  Cherokee  pride  and  initiative 
and  resign  themselves  to  expecting  the  government  to  provide  for 
them. " 

He  told  the  crowd  it  needed  to  look  beyond  the  horizons  to  expand 
their  world  and  make  it  better.  He  warned  against  comparing 
themselves  to  others  as  they  form  individual  identities. 

"I  have  found  that  there  is  strength  within  each  of  us,  including  our 
leaders,  if  we  take  a broader  view  of  ourselves,  our  people  and 
especially  our  future.  When  that  happens,  we  can  look  around  to  each 
corner  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  to  our  people  and  our  communities  and 
to  the  future. 

"We  can  learn  to  define  and  judge  our  successes  and  failures  based  on 
what  we  have  envisioned  and  accomplished,  rather  than  'Have  we 
stacked  up'  against  someone  else  or  have  kept  someone  else  down  and 
from  accomplishing  their  goals." 

Smith  said  he  realized  there  were  Cherokees  who  needed  help  who 
either  had  no  families  or  had  families  which  expected  the  government 
to  take  care  of  them.  He  urged  members  of  the  nation  to  look  to  its 
rich  tradition  of  caring  for  one  another. 

"It  is  a solid  Cherokee  value  to  take  care  of  one's  own  family  and 


neighbors.  Why  have  so  many  of  our  people  drifted  away  from  that?"  he 
asked . 

"There  is  a Cherokee  concept  from  our  language  that  means  come 
together  and  help  one  another.  As  Benny  Smith  said  a year  ago  and 
affirmed  in  his  teachings,  let's  take  them  to  heart  and  use  them  this 
year. 

"Sometimes  it  is  simple,  like  not  seeing  the  forest  for  the  trees. 
Sgadugi,  is  not  only  the  key  for  tribal  survival  it  is  the  key  for 
personal  fulfillment.  We  must  learn  the  joy  of  giving,  and  doing  for 
others,  those  who  receive  these  gifts  when  they  help  themselves." 

Smith  defined  the  Cherokee  spirit  as  generous,  kind,  compassionate, 
warning,  "We  are  doomed  to  extinction  unless  we  as  a people,  abandon 
and  condemn  jealousy  and  adopt  and  embrace  our  historic  value  of 
sgadugi,  which  means  come  together  and  work. 

"It  means  that  each  and  every  one  of  us  must  grow  up  and  set  aside 
small  behaviors  and  stand  as  one  people  with  a common  mission  and  a 
shared  reward.  This  is  a burden  we  carry." 

Smith  then  asked,  "How  do  we  survive  another  hundred  years  and  regain 
the  valuable  strengths  that  have  carried  us  thus  far?"  His  answer  is 
to  make  sure  the  nation  is  not  destroyed  by  outsiders  or  from  within 
by  weakness. 

"If  we  don't  come  together  now  as  a people,  we  will  become  nothing 
more  than  a footnote  in  a book  forty  years  from  now  that  will  say, 

'Once  there  was  a great  Cherokee  Nation,  but  it  is  no  more. ' 

Without  that  unity.  Smith  warned  that,  "In  the  future  our  descendants 
may  be  a generation  that  are  dark  haired  and  brown  skinned,  with 
Cherokee  names,  but  the  Cherokee  spirit  is  gone.  These  people  ... 
know  nothing  about  that  spirit,  the  legacy,  the  art,  the  history, 
tradition,  the  religion  or  the  culture  or  wisdom  of  us  as  Cherokees. 

"We  have  the  resources,  intelligence,  the  ability  to  rebuild  this 
nation,  our  people  and  ourselves.  The  only  reason,  or  perhaps  excuse, 
is  the  absence  of  will,  the  absence  of  the  Cherokee  spirit." 

The  chief  said  volunteerism  is  one  way  the  nation  could  begin  to 
rebuild  itself.  Reading  to  children  and  helping  the  elderly  and 
disabled  care  for  their  homes  are  ways  that  can  help  the  Cherokee 
Nation  become  great  again,  he  said. 

"Although  volunteerism  doesn't  have  financial  reward,  it  has 
spiritual  reward.  The  reward  is  the  enrichment  in  your  life  by 
helping  others." 

In  closing  Smith  said,  "I  cannot  explain  it,  there  is  a mysticism,  a 
magnetism,  there  is  some  draw,  that  every  time  I appear  in  the  name 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation  as  a principal  chief,  every  time  I come  among 
our  people,  I have  to  say  these  things.  I have  to  refresh  our  memory 
as  what  our  Cherokee  legacy  is. 

"Some  folks  say,  'What  is  the  legacy?' 

"The  legacy  is  a gift  from  our  ancestors.  Our  legacy  has  been  paid 
for  with  millions  of  acres  and  thousands  of  lives  along  the  Trail  of 
Tears,  the  trials  and  the  tribulations; 

"The  smallpox  epidemics  of  the  1720s  where  we  lost  half  of  our 
people;  the  genocidal  wars  of  the  1770s,  when  the  United  States 
government  tried  to  eradicate  us;  The  Trail  of  Tears,  the  American 
Civil  War,  the  Cherokee  Civil  War,  the  Allotment,  the  Depression, 
relocation,  70  years  of  bureaucratic  imperialism  by  the  BIA  - we've 
paid  for  this  legacy  dearly. 

"What  is  a legacy?  It  is  a gift  that  is  given  to  us  by  our  ancestors. 

"Receive  that  gift,  but  you  know  that  when  you  receive  a gift,  this 
legacy,  it  comes  as  a duty,  an  obligation  and  a responsibility," 

Smith  challenged.  "But  even  more  important,"  he  reminded,  "it  comes 
as  an  honor,  an  honor  to  take  this  legacy  and  hand  it  on  to  our 
children . " 

As  the  crowd  jumped  to  its  feet  in  a standing  ovation.  Smith  urged 
them  to  move  forward. 

"We're  here  now  to  take  resolve.  To  take  this  Cherokee  legacy  to 
prepare  it,  embrace  it  and  hand  it  to  that  child,  and  that  child's 
child,  and  that  child's  grandchild,  so  that  one  hundred  years  from 


now  we  have  a strong,  enduring,  powerful,  and  passionate  Cherokee 
legacy. 

"...  We  are  people  who  face  adversity,  survive,  adapt,  prosper  and 
excel.  Face  adversity,  survive,  adapt,  prosper  and  excel! 

"Now  we  must  decide  to  evoke  that  Cherokee  spirit,  and  pledge 
ourselves  to  prosper  and  excel!  This  place  is  a sacred  place.  This 
moment  is  an  important  moment.  Today  we  decide  our  future,  the  future 
of  our  children . " 

Mary  Pierpoint  reports  from  Oklahoma-Kansas . She  can  be  reached  at 
(785)  665-3027  or  by  e-mail  Ozhorse@earthlink.net. 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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Blackfeet  begin  to  build  state's  first  wind  farm 

BROWNING  (AP)  - The  Blackfeet  Tribe  is  teaming  up  with  one  of  the 
nation's  leading  wind  power  companies  to  build  Montana's  first  commercial 
wind  farm. 

SeaWest  WindPower,  an  18-year-old  company  based  in  San  Diego,  has 
developed  wind  projects  that  produce  544  megawatts  of  electricity  in 
Wyoming,  California,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Spain. 

SeaWest 's  22-megawatt  power  project  with  the  Blackfeet  will  generate 
enough  electricity  for  more  than  6,000  homes. 

"The  Blackfeet  have  a tremendous  wind  and  land  resource,"  SeaWest 
President  3an  Paulin  said.  "This  project  will  tap  that  resource  to  create 
highly  skilled  employment  opportunities  on  the  Blackfeet  Reservation  and  a 
true,  commercially  viable  export  industry." 

Tribal  officials,  who  began  dabbling  in  wind  power  in  1996,  said  a pair 
of  demonstration  projects  in  Browning  have  proven  that  wind  power  is 
feasible  and  profitable.  Because  of  its  proximity  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
the  reservation  has  an  average  annual  wind  speed  of  20  miles  per  hour, 
making  it  one  of  the  most  productive  areas  for  wind  power  in  North  America. 

"Gaining  electricity  from  the  winds  here  on  the  reservation  has  been 
talked  about  for  many  years,"  Tribal  Chairman  Earl  Old  Person  said.  "We 
are  gratified  that  this  idea  has  finally  become  a reality." 

Construction  on  at  least  15  turbines  will  begin  in  May,  and  is  expected 
to  cost  up  to  $8  million.  The  turbines'  location  has  not  yet  been 
determined,  but  construction  will  employ  about  30  workers  for  six  months 
next  year. 

The  project  will  provide  four  or  five  permanent  jobs  in  the  Browning 
area  and  an  estimated  $250,000  per  year  to  the  tribal  government  once 
operation  is  underway  in  October  2001. 

Under  a tentative  agreement,  the  Blackfeet  wind  farm  will  provide  energy 
at  less  than  five  cents  per  kilowatt-hour  to  the  Bonneville  Power 
Administration  in  Oregon,  Glacier  Electric  Cooperative  in  Browning  and  the 
Montana  Power  Co. 

Industry  watchers  say  the  new  wind  farm  is  an  excellent  beginning  in 
harnessing  Montana's  winds,  which  until  now  have  been  untapped  as  a 
commercial  energy  source.  According  to  the  American  Wind  Energy 
Association,  Montana's  winds  have  the  potential  to  produce  116,000 
megawatts  of  electricity. 

"(The  Blackfeet  project)  is  not  a huge  power  source,  but  as  a wind  farm, 
it's  a great  start,"  said  David  Westine,  associate  professor  of  general 
engineering  at  Montana  Tech  in  Butte.  "It's  a very  manageable  entry  for 
Montana  into  wind  energy.  I think  there  is  a future  in  it  just  because 
it's  nonpolluting  and  it's  a renewable  energy  source." 


Westine  predicts  that  the  federal  government  someday  will  require  power 
companies  to  generate  a portion  of  their  electricity  from  "green"  sources 
such  as  wind,  thus  reducing  the  demand  for  coal  and  nuclear  power.  Already, 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  hopes  green  energy  will  account  for  at  least 
10,000  megawatts  of  the  country's  consumption  by  2010. 

Nationwide,  wind  energy  is  emerging  as  an  alternative  energy  source  that 
many  customers  say  they'd  pay  extra  to  use.  In  1980,  wind  turbines 
generated  fewer  than  10  megawatts;  today,  they  generate  approximately 
2,650  megawatts  - enough  to  power  more  than  1 million  households. 
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Women  in  Charge  of  Jicarilla  Apaches 
By  Morgan  Lee 
Journal  Staff  Writer 

The  Jicarilla  Apache  tribe  Friday  turned  its  top  job  over  to  a mother 
of  two  who  admires  Cherokee  leader  Wilma  Mankiller,  quotes  baseball 
Hall  of  Famer  Tommy  Lasorda  and  believes  some  tribal  ceremonies 
should  be  reserved  for  men. 

Incoming  Jicarilla  Apache  President  Claudia  Vigil-Muniz,  the  first 
woman  to  hold  the  tribe's  highest  office,  said  what  distinguished  her 
campaign  from  past  efforts  was  teamwork  with  her  unofficial  running 
mate  Lamavaya  Caramillo,  a veteran  parole  officer  for  the  Jicarilla 
Tribal  Court. 

Although  Jicarilla  voters  separately  chose  their  president  and  vice 
president,  Vigil-Muniz  campaigned  closely  with  Caramillo  and  the  two 
made  history  at  the  polls.  They  became  the  first  all-female  Jicarilla 
administration . 

The  tribe  had  a female  vice  president.  Rose  Vicenti,  in  the  late-1970s 
but  Vigil-Muniz ' s ascent  to  the  presidency  is  the  first  for  a woman, 
according  to  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Superintendent  Sherryl  Vigil. 

The  female  leaders  have  attracted  attention  beyond  the  Jicarilla 
reservation . 

Madeline  Garcia  of  Santa  Domino  Pueblo  took  Friday  off  from  work  at 
Bernalillo  Public  Schools  and  traveled  more  than  three  hours  to  attend 
the  inauguration. 

"What  impressed  me,  what  interested  me  was  the  election  of  women 
leaders,"  Garcia  said.  "I  hope  they  will  continue  to  open  the 
government  and  get  more  of  the  tribal  members  involved  in  functions." 

Vigil-Muniz  said  she  made  a last-minute  decision  to  run  for  president 
just  in  time  for  the  election  filing  deadline. 

Her  resume'  appears  to  point  toward  the  presidency. 

The  daughter  of  a professional  painter,  Vigil-Muniz  was  born  and 
raised  in  Dulce,  the  Jicarilla  capital. 

After  graduating  from  Dulce  High  School,  she  attended  The  College  of 
Santa  Fe  and  earned  a bachelor's  degree  in  business  administration. 

She  chose  a propitious  major:  public  administration. 

Since  then,  Vigil-Muniz  has  served  on  several  public  boards  and 
committees  that  supervised  public  schools,  KCIE  radio  station,  the 
tribal  constitution,  economic  development  and  public  housing  groups. 

Despite  her  accomplishments  and  influence,  Vigil-Muniz  peppered  her 
inauguration  speech  with  self-deprecating  remarks,  asking  forgiveness 


from  tribal  elders  if  she  spoke  out  of  turn. 

Humility  aside,  Vigil-Muniz  had  been  eager  to  take  office  after 
winning  the  election  Duly  15.  When  the  tribe  delayed  the  inauguration 
from  August  to  September,  Vigil-Muniz  protested  through  an  attorney. 

The  disagreement  pitted  the  new  leadership  against  opinions  of  the 
Nordhaus  law  firm,  which  represents  the  tribe. 

Vigil-Muniz  said  Friday  it  was  too  soon  to  tell  whether  the  tribe's 
relationship  with  the  Nordhaus  firm  would  change  under  new  leadership. 

Dressed  for  the  inauguration  in  a lavender  Apache  cloth  dress  made  by 
her  sister,  Vigil-Muniz  removed  the  microphone  from  the  podium  and 
walked  the  stage  in  the  modern,  informal  political  fashion,  speaking 
in  the  Dicarilla  language  for  brief  periods. 

"The  message  I want  to  send  to  the  Dicarilla  people  today  is  to  work 
together,"  she  said. 

Amends  and  pleas  for  cooperation  may  be  in  order  after  a tumultuous 
year  in  Dicarilla  politics. 

Incumbents  were  turned  out  of  office  not  only  in  the  presidential  and 
vice  presidential  contests  this  year,  but  also  in  four  council  races 
in  which  the  successful  challengers  promised  to  make  more  information 
about  tribal  finances  and  decision  available  to  enrolled  Dicarilla 
members . 

The  previous  tribal  council,  of  which  four  members  remain,  twice  voted 
populist  and  reform-minded  President  Arnold  Cassador  out  of  office. 

Meanwhile,  voters  approved  a constitutional  amendment  for  council 
terms  limits  and  new  election  procedures.  Although  the  term  limits 
hadn't  yet  kicked  in  Duly,  the  addition  of  primary  contests  for 
council  seats  may  have  helped  challengers  gather  wide  support  for  the 
two-way  runoff  elections. 

Apparently  eager  to  mend  fences,  Vigil-Muniz  urged  an  end  to  the 
divisive  political  period. 

In  deferential  moments  at  the  inauguration  she  reaffirmed  to  applause 
from  the  audience  that  certain  male-only  rituals  should  remain 
off-limits  to  women. 

She  also  lobbied  in  general  terms  for  change  and  new  ideas. 

"It  may  mean  having  to  put  aside  our  pride  for  a while  to  think 
differently,"  she  said. 

Vigil-Muniz  will  be  at  the  helm  of  a 1,300  square-mile,  oil-  and 
timber-rich  reservation.  She  also  will  be  expected  to  lead  a tribe  of 
about  3,000  that,  despite  new-found  economic  resources,  faces  health 
threats  from  an  antiquated  water  system,  management  difficulties  at  a 
shuttered  casino  and  a faltering  school  system  that  recently  was 
placed  on  probation  by  accreditation  officials. 

Upon  election,  Vigil-Muniz  resigned  her  position  at  the  Dicarilla 
Apache  Department  of  Education,  which  administers  federal  education 
grants  to  local  schools. 

Education  was  on  the  new  president's  mind  as  she  called  for  the 
teaching  of  the  Dicarilla  language  when  foreign  language  requirements 
arrive  in  a few  years  at  public  schools  on  the  reservation. 

Dicarilla  children  should  learn  their  native  tongue  before  French  and 
German,  she  said.  She  implored  the  tribe  to  send  more  of  its  students 
to  college. 

"The  time  has  come  that  we  need  our  people  to  be  educated," 

Vigil-Muniz  said. 

Departing  president  Rodger  T.  Vicenti  congratulated  his  successor  and 
urged  the  tribe  to  lend  support,  noting  the  historic  occasion  of  the 
new  female  political  team. 

"They  have  to  make  a good  showing,"  he  said.  "The  burden  of  proof  is 
even  harder." 

Speaking  about  the  delicate  task  of  leading,  Vigil-Muniz  quoted 
Lasorda  and  said,  "a  leader  is  someone  that  gets  out  in  front  of 
people  but  doesn't  get  so  far  out  ahead  so  that  he  doesn't  hear  their 
footsteps . " 

And  the  vice  president  had  a different  sign  off  from  the  stage  after 
taking  the  oath  of  office. 

"May  the  great  spirit  bring  you  peace  and  wisdom,"  Caramillo  said. 
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Quapaw  Tribe  ousts  three  committee  members 
Trio  protested  Duly  4 election 
By  Gary  Garton 
c.  Doplin  Globe 
SEPTEMBER  10,  2000 

QUAPAW,  Okla.  - Members  of  the  Quapaw  Tribe  acted  Saturday  to  oust  three 
of  the  seven  people  on  their  governing  business  committee,  and  called  for 
a special  election  Nov.  4,  to  fill  the  vacancies. 

Removed  from  office  by  a vote  of  about  90  tribal  members  at  Saturday's 
special  council  meeting  were  Kim  Carrigan,  Desse  McKibben  and  Shirley 
Payton . 

The  trio  were  voted  out  because  they  refused  to  be  seated  for  a 
committee  meeting  Duly  15,  protesting  what  they  said  were  irregularities 
in  the  tribe's  annual  election  of  officers  on  Duly  4. 

The  ouster  vote  was  43  yes,  36  no,  and  four  abstaining. 

Following  the  vote  Shirley  Payton  blamed  the  tribal  dissent  on  gossip 
and  misinformation. 

"The  rumors  fly  around  until  a mouse  turns  into  an  elephant,"  said 
Payton.  "Since  you  voted  me  out,  I ask  only  that  you  elect  someone  to 
replace  me  who  will  also  work  for  the  good  of  the  tribe  as  a whole,  and 
not  just  themselves." 

Saturday's  meeting  was  called  by  Tamara  Martin,  newly-elected  chairman 
of  the  business  committee.  She  said  the  meeting  was  to  address  a grievance 
filed  by  some  23  tribal  members  who  were  at  the  Duly  15  meeting  against 
those  who  staged  the  walkout." 

Raymond  Griffin  of  the  grievance  committee  read  the  document  which 
accused  the  four  of  dereliction  of  duty  for  refusing  to  participate  in  the 
meeting. 

Dropped  from  the  grievance  Saturday  was  Lloyd  Buffalo,  another  member 
who  joined  the  original  walkout  on  Duly  15.  Fie  said  that  Martin  had 
excused  him  from  the  meeting  to  conduct  negotiations  with  the  other  three 
members . 

Buffalo  said  including  him  in  the  grievance  constituted  "double 
jeopardy. " 

The  four,  originally  including  Buffalo,  had  asked  to  see  ballots  from 
the  tribe's  Duly  4 election  at  which  Martin  and  Beth  Blalock,  secretary- 
treasurer  unseated  incumbent  officers. 

After  the  ouster  vote  Saturday,  Carrigan  said  he  still  questions  the 
Duly  4 election  because  business  committee  members  asked  Blalock  to  see 
the  ballots. 

Fie  said  she  first  told  them  they  were  locked  in  the  trunk  of  her  car. 

"I  said  we  would  send  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  police  over  to 
collect  them,  and  then  she  said  she  thought  they  were  locked  up  in  her 
house,"  Carrigan  said. 

"We  need  to  just  start  over  (hold  a new  election)  and  do  things  right," 
he  said. 

Tribal  member  Ardena  Moore  made  a motion  the  tribe  nullify  the  Duly  4 
election  in  60  days,  giving  all  registered  members  notification  of  the 
election . 

"There  are  2,000  registered  members  of  our  tribe  nationwide.  Flow  many  do 
you  see  here  today?"  she  said. 

Buffalo  and  D.R.  Mathews,  a former  committee  member,  pointed  out  that 
the  tribe  is  governed  by  a resolution  which  states  all  activities  will  be 


conducted  according  to  Robert's  Rules  of  Order. 

"We  can  only  hold  a general  council  election,  which  would  include 
absentee  ballots,  once  a year  on  Duly  4.  If  you  want  to  change  the  form  of 
our  government  you  would  have  to  make  the  suggestion  at  the  2001  meeting, 
and  it  would  remain  under  discussion  until  the  2002  meeting,  and  a vote 
could  then  be  taken  at  the  2003  meeting,"  he  said. 

"Fortunately,  changing  our  form  of  government  is  not  an  easy  or  quick 
process,"  Mathews  said. 

Tribal  member  Desse  Quapaw  then  moved  from  the  floor  that  a special 
election  be  held  Nov.  4,  without  absentee  ballots,  and  with  nominations 
coming  from  the  floor  at  the  meeting,  to  fill  the  three  committee 
vacancies  only. 

His  motion  carried  by  a 75-2  margin. 
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Talk  about  conspiracies,  miscreance,  and  illicit  agendae  - in  David 
E.  Wilkins,  American  Indian  Sovereignty  and  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 

Austin,  University  of  Texas  Press,  1997,  pp.  186-215,  I read  that 
Oliphant' s attorneys  were  Philip  P.  Malone  and  Slade  Gorton. 

(Oliphant  v.  Suquamish  Indian  Tribe,  1978).  Now  does  this  sound 
familiar?  Malone  told  the  court  of  his  concern  about  the 
nonrepresentation  of  non-Indians  in  Suquamish  political  affairs: 

"My  clients,  and  a number  of  non-Indians,  I believe,  have  no 
immediate  interest  in  voting  in  the  Suquamish  General  Council.  Their 
immediate  interest  is  to  be  free  from  the  tribal  laws  and  their 
enforcement  promulgated  without  their  consent.  They  do  not  want  to 
be  subject  to  independent  tribal  powers  over  which  they  have  no 
control  except  with  resort  to  the  judiciary  but  if  they  may  not  be 
left  alone,  if  they  are  to  be  subject  to  the  tribal  criminal  code, 
then  the  best  choice  would  be  that  they  would  have  the  right  to  vote 
which  I believe  and  argue  that  they  have  under  the  Constitution. 

This  would  mean,  in  effect,  if  non-Indians  were  entitled  to  vote,  the 
very  purpose  of  the  claimed  powers  here  of  self-determination  of 
trives  would  end  on  such  reservations.  . 

Sound  like  the  Washington  State  GOP  resolution? 

So  then  a justice  asked  this:  "The  effect  would  be  quite  different 
in  the  Port  Madison  Reservation  on  the  one  hand,  whichyour  client 
came  into  contact  with,  and  a reservation  like  the  Navajo 
reservation,  which  is  20,000  square  miles,  largely  populated  with 
Indians,  would  it  not?"  Malone  said  "Startlingly  different."  And 
then,  Malone  was  asked  whether  "whatever  principles  are  forthcoming 
in  this  case  you  feel  should  apply  to  all  Indian  reservation."  And 
Malone  said.  Yes. 

In  this  case,  Rehnquist  also  attempted  to  cite  a bill  which  did  not 
pass  as  legislative  authority.  . . 
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Crown  Challenges  Native  Interpretation  of  Marshall  Fishery  Decision 
by  ALISON  AULD 

HALIFAX  (CP)  - The  federal  government  defended  Thursday  the  recent 
seizure  of  hundreds  of  Aboriginal  lobster  traps,  arguing  in  court  that 
Natives  don't  have  unfettered  rights  to  fish  where  and  when  they  want. 

A government  lawyer  said  in  Federal  Court  there  is  no  evidence  to 
suggest  Natives  from  a reserve  in  central  Nova  Scotia  have  unlimited 
treaty  rights  to  lucrative  lobster  catches  along  the  province's  south 
shore.  "There's  not  a shred  of  evidence,  just  a bald-faced  assertion  that 
they  have  those  rights,"  said  Harry  Wruck,  who  argued  the  case  should  be 
thrown  out. 

"They  have  nothing  more  than  equitable  access  (to  the  fishery)." 

Dustice  Denis  Pelletier  reserved  decision  in  the  case  after  hearings 
that  began  first  thing  in  the  morning  and  extended  late  into  the  evening. 

The  Crown  was  responding  to  an  application  by  Nova  Scotia  Mi'kmaq  that 
challenges  the  Department  of  Fisheries  and  Ocean's  authority  over  the 
fishery. 

The  Natives  argue  the  federal  department  has  overstepped  its 
jurisdiction  in  regulating  the  disputed  lobster  fishery  by  seizing 
Aboriginal  vessels,  traps  and  gear,  and  limiting  them  to  certain  seasons. 

"We  have  constitutional  rights  and  we  have  treaty  rights  and  we're  not 
being  allowed  to  exercise  them  in  St.  Mary's  Bay,"  said  Bruce  Wildsmith, 
the  lawyer  who  launched  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  Brook  Band. 

Indian  Brook  Natives  have  been  setting  traps  for  weeks  in  St.  Mary's  Bay, 
a lobster-rich  area  near  Yarmouth  that  is  hundreds  of  kilometres  from  the 
reserve. 

They  say  treaties  from  the  1760s  still  give  them  the  unlimited  right  to 
fish  where  they  want  and  without  Ottawa's  permission.  The  federal 
government  say  Natives  are  fishing  out  of  season  and  endangering  delicate 
lobster  stocks  now  mating  in  the  bay. 

In  their  application  to  the  court,  the  Natives  say  the  minister  of 
fisheries  violated  their  constitutional  right  to  "fish  to  obtain  a 
moderate  livelihood  and  to  harvest  lobster  for  food,  social  and  ceremonial 
purposes . " 

They  say  those  rights  were  reinforced  with  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's 
ruling  a year  ago  that  said  they  could  hunt,  gather  and  fish  year-round 
and  without  DFO  licences. 

A subsequent  clarification  said  Ottawa  has  the  right  to  regulate  the 
fishery. 

Federal  Fisheries  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal  said  Thursday  he  believes  the 
court  will  uphold  his  right  to  regulate  the  fishery,  which  he  said  was 
supported  in  the  Supreme  Court  ruling. 

Wildsmith  said  the  Natives  are  willing  to  negotiate  over  the  management 
of  the  fishery,  but  that  it  will  do  so  only  when  the  federal  government 
recognizes  their  traditional  rights. 

The  Natives  want  the  court  to  grant  an  injunction  that  would  prevent 
fishery  officers  from  seizing  their  gear  or  vessels. 

The  two  sides  have  clashed  violently  in  recent  weeks  as  DFO  officers 
have  seized  about  11  Native  boats  and  hundreds  of  traps.  There  have  also 
been  several  arrests. 

Ottawa  argues  the  Band  is  asking  the  court  to  overrule  the  fisheries 
minister,  something  it  claims  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  says  can't  be 
done. 

"The  fishery  cannot  be  managed  by  the  court,"  Wruck  said  to  a packed 
courtroom  of  chiefs  and  non-Native  fishermen  who  intervened  in  the  case 

"What  this  case  is  really  about  is  the  applicant  wants  this  court  to  be 
minister  for  a day  . . . and  tell  the  minister  how  to  manage  the  fishery." 

The  Band  had  asked  to  be  able  to  fish  up  to  800  lobster  traps  for 
commercial  purposes  between  Duly  and  October.  Dhaliwal  rejected  the 
request,  allotting  the  Band  35  traps. 

Non-Native  fishermen  say  granting  the  injunction  would  both  strip  the 
minister  of  his  regulatory  powers  and  devastate  fish  stocks,  valued  at 
about  $160  million  annually. 
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Indian  lawsuits  over  schools  shake  churches  in  Canada 
By  Colin  Nickerson 
c.  Boston  Globe  Staff 
9/12/2 000 

MONTREAL  - Although  not  a single  case  has  yet  made  it  to  court,  a wave  of 
litigation  is  threatening  to  bankrupt  Canada's  four  largest  Christian 
denominations  under  the  weight  of  thousands  of  lawsuits  brought  by  Indians 
demanding  redress  for  "cultural  abuse"  in  church-run  boarding  schools. 

The  lawsuits  argue  that  attempts  by  the  government-supported  schools  to 
assimilate  natives  by  requiring  them  to  learn  English  and  adopt  the  ways 
of  white  Canada  constituted  a sort  of  cultural  violence. 

The  effects,  the  lawsuits  contend,  were  even  more  devastating  than  the 
acknowledged  sexual  assaults  and  beatings  that  occurred  in  at  least  some 
of  the  125  Indian  Residential  Schools  from  the  mid-19th  century  until  the 
1970s. 

The  schools  were  run  by  the  Roman  Catholic,  United,  Anglican,  and 
Presbyterian  churches  until  the  system  was  finally  abandoned  in  favor  of 
community  schools  on  every  Canadian  reservation. 

At  the  worst  institutions,  the  federal  government  and  churches 
acknowledge,  Indian  youngsters  were  victims  of  sexual  attack  and  sadism  by 
staff.  And  both  the  churches  and  Ottawa's  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  are 
committed  to  making  amends  for  clear  cases  of  physical  abuse,  with  hefty 
financial  settlements. 

But  in  the  stunning  new  wave  of  litigation,  Indians  and  their  white 
lawyers,  working  on  contingency,  are  demanding  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  for  loss  of  cultural  identity. 

"In  Canada,  we  didn't  slaughter  Indians  like  in  the  United  States,"  said 
Tony  Merchant,  a Saskatchewan  lawyer  whose  firm  represents  some  4,000 
Indians  who  say  their  lives  were  ruined  by  the  boarding  schools.  "Our 
frontier  was  peaceful.  Our  policy  was  to  destroy  Indian  society, 
spirituality,  and  sense  of  self-worth  through  forced  assimilation." 

Canada's  Indians,  all  but  invisible  for  most  of  the  country's  history, 
are  today  riding  perhaps  the  most  aggressive  aboriginal  rights  movement  in 
the  world.  From  Nova  Scotia  to  British  Columbia,  natives  are  pursuing  - 
and,  in  a surprising  number  of  cases,  winning  - colossal  land  claims, 
rights  to  harvest  commercial  quantities  of  resources,  from  lobster  to 
redwood  logs,  and  cash  payoffs  for  injustices  dating  back  decades  and  even 
centuries . 

The  latest  school  suits  allege  that  the  poverty,  alcoholism,  crime, 
domestic  violence,  and  other  ills  that  wrack  aboriginal  communities  are  at 
least  partly  the  result  of  attempts  by  the  schools  to  force  natives  to 
learn  English,  acquire  job  skills,  and  adopt  Christianity. 

"The  schools  took  us  from  our  parents  and  taught  us  that  the  ways  of  our 
people  were  shameful  and  wrong,"  said  Deborah  St.  John,  49,  an  Ontario 
Cree  packed  off  to  an  Anglican  school  in  1957. 

St.  John  conceded  that  she  was  never  physically  harmed,  aside  from  the 
occasional  rap  across  the  knuckles  for  daydreaming  in  class.  But  she 
insisted  that  her  life  of  heavy  drinking  and  domestic  disharmony  is  the 
result  of  losing  her  native  tongue  and  traditions.  "For  me,  I have  no 
forgiveness  for  what  they  did,"  she  said. 

In  the  past  few  years,  more  than  6,400  lawsuits  by  Indian  plaintiffs. 


plus  four  massive  class-action  suits,  have  been  brought  against  the 
churches  and  government  agencies  responsible  for  the  boarding  school 
system.  New  ones  are  being  filed  at  the  rate  of  40  a month,  threatening  to 
swamp  the  legal  system. 

"It's  a level  of  litigation  unprecedented  in  Canadian  history,"  said  the 
Rev.  Brian  Thorpe,  senior  adviser  on  school  issues  for  the  United  Church 
of  Canada,  which  operated  14  schools  and  last  year  paid  out  $2.3  million 
in  legal  fees  to  cope  with  the  suits.  Various  Catholic  orders  ran  70 
Indian  schools;  the  Anglicans  operated  37;  the  Presbyterians  four. 

The  churches  are  hemorrhaging  millions  of  dollars  simply  to  pay  lawyers 
to  meet  the  legal  onslaught.  The  Anglican  Church,  Canada's  third-largest 
Christian  denomination,  is  on  the  edge  of  bankruptcy  and  may  go  under  as 
early  as  next  year  unless  the  government  engineers  a bailout. 

Church  leaders  agree  that  redress  should  be  made  to  Indians  who  suffered 
physical  abuse.  But  the  idea  that  the  very  act  of  teaching  English  or 
imparting  Western  values  - such  as  hard  work,  punctuality,  and  personal 
cleanliness  - constituted  "cultural  genocide,"  as  Indians  and  their 
lawyers  allege,  is  too  much  for  some  clergy  to  swallow. 

"There's  a whole  pile  of  upper-middle-class  guilt  here  that's  running 
the  show  and  not  much  common  sense,"  Bishop  3ohn  Clarke  of  the  Anglican 
Diocese  of  Athabasca,  in  northern  Alberta,  told  the  church  newspaper 
Anglican  Journal. 

But  Clarke's  is  a distinctly  minority  view,  as  Canadian  church  leaders 
trip  over  one  another  in  a stampede  to  issue  mea  culpas.  For  example, 
native  drums  pounded  in  a somber  if  bizarre  ceremony  last  week  as  clergy 
of  several  leading  Christian  denominations  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador 
offered  formal  apologies  for  the  coming  of  their  forebears  to  the  New 
World  and  subsequent  failure  to  treat  natives  with  respect  and  kindness. 

"We  are  embarrassed  and  sorry  for  the  suffering  that  aboriginal  people 
have  endured  since  our  ancestors  arrived  500  years  ago,"  declared  Sister 
Emma  Rooney,  a Catholic  nun. 

Indians  seemed  mostly  annoyed  by  the  apology.  "What  is  it,  specifically, 
they  are  apologizing  for?"  asked  Peter  Penashue,  a Labrador  Innu.  "I  have 
a problem  when  people  say,  'Oops,  sorry  for  the  past  five  centuries."' 

The  lines  separating  church  and  state  in  Canada  are  fuzzier  than  in  the 
United  States,  and  they  were  even  more  blurred  back  in  1879,  when  the 
government  contracted  with  churches,  already  running  mission  schools,  to 
establish  residential  schools  whose  unequivocal  aim  would  be  to  assimilate 
Indians  by  teaching  them  English  and  providing  training  in  such  skills  as 
blacksmithing,  sewing,  and  carpentry. 

Even  today,  these  goals  might  seem  laudable,  given  the  staggering  rates 
of  native  illiteracy  and  unemployment,  which  top  80  percent  on  some 
reserves.  But  the  boarding  schools  also  made  it  a policy  to  sternly 
discourage  students  from  speaking  their  own  languages  or  following 
traditional  customs.  The  unabashed  goal:  to  produce  "red-skinned  white 
people. " 

"In  historic  hindsight,  we  see  that  churches  and  government  took  a 
wrong-minded  approach  to  education,  with  negative  impact  on  native  culture, 
" said  Shawn  Tupper,  head  of  the  residential  schools  unit  of  the  Ministry 
of  Indian  Affairs.  "But  it's  unclear  whether  redress  for  'cultural  abuse' 
is  something  that  can  be  won  in  a court  of  law." 
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Senate  will  consider  legislation  stripping  BIA  of  authority  to  recognize 

Indian  tribes 

By  Eileen  McNamara 

c.  theday 

9/14/2000 

The  U.S.  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  last  week  approved  a bill 


that  would  take  the  authority  to  recognize  Indian  tribes  away  from  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  give  it  to  an  independent  commission.  Senate 
Bill  611  is  now  under  review  by  committee  staff  and  is  expected  to  be 
moved  to  the  full  Senate  in  coming  weeks.  Committee  leaders  are  optimistic 
of  its  passage,  particularly  since  BIA  Director  Kevin  Gover  has 
acknowledged  that  his  agency  can  no  longer  effectively  oversee  the 
recognition  process,  Chris  Changery,  the  committee's  spokesman,  said 
Wednesday.  The  bill  is  sponsored  by  the  committee's  chairman.  Sen.  Ben 
Nighthorse  Campbell,  D-Colo. 

The  measure  calls  for  establishing  a three-member  commission  appointed 
by  the  president  that  would  review  and  act  on  recognition  petitions  under 
five  new  criteria.  The  new  criteria  mirror  the  existing  guidelines  used  by 
the  BIA  with  one  key  exception.  The  bill  drops  the  criterion  requiring 
tribes  to  prove  descent  from  the  historic  tribe. 

Although  southeastern  Connecticut  towns  challenging  local  tribes' 
federal  recognition  efforts  have  called  for  reforms  of  the  process,  they 
oppose  Campbell's  bill.  Town  leaders  say  the  bill,  if  passed,  would 
significantly  weaken  the  recognition  process  and  is  intended  to  help 
groups  that  can  not  currently  meet  the  federal  acknowledgment  criteria.  In 
a position  paper  the  towns  have  filed  with  the  Senate  opposing  the  bill, 
as  well  as  a similar  measure  pending  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives, 
they  argue  that  neither  proposal  addresses  the  shortcomings  of  the  BIA's 
recognition  process. 

"These  bills  do  not  provide  a reasonable  and  fair  approach  to  tribal 
acknowledgment,"  the  paper  says.  "The  tribal  acknowledgment  process 
requires  more  thorough  and  balanced  consideration  based  on  input  from  all 
affected  parties,  not  a hurried  legislative  approach  that  promotes  only 
the  interests  of  tribal  petitioners." 

The  towns  also  say  in  the  document  that  Congress  should  not  act  on  any 
reforms  of  the  recognition  regulations  unless  they  reflect  the  concerns  of 
local  and  state  governments. 

With  a backlog  of  more  than  200  tribes  on  the  BIA's  list  of  petitioning 
groups,  the  agency's  director  this  year  testified  before  the  Indian 
Affairs  Committee  that  the  BIA  can  no  longer  effectively  process  all  of 
the  claims.  It  takes  years  for  tribal  groups  to  get  a ruling  from  the  BIA. 

The  Eastern  Pequots  of  North  Stonington  have  waited  more  than  20  years. 

The  tribe,  along  with  the  Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequots,  won  preliminary 
recognition  in  March  and  could  get  a final  decision  next  year. 

Nancy  Tyler,  spokeswoman  for  the  Eastern  Pequots,  said  the  tribe 

"supports  whatever  will  help  streamline  the  process  and  make  the  process 
more  understandable  and  less  burdensome."  If  Congress  approves  the  measure 
it  is  not  expected  to  impact  the  Eastern  Pequots'  bid  for  recognition,  she 
said.  "It  has  to  go  through  the  Senate  and  the  House  and  who  knows  how 
long  that  will  take,"  Tyler  said.  "It  could  be  a very  long  process." 

lames  A.  Cunha  lr.,  chief  of  the  Paucatuck  Easterns,  said  he  had  not 
read  the  full  version  of  the  bill  and  could  not  comment  on  it.  He  said  it 
is  not  clear  how  the  tribes  currently  pursuing  recognition  would  be 
impacted  by  the  bill. 
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Tribal  group  seeks  more  control,  sues  U.S. 

By  Claire  Cooper 

Bee  Legal  Affairs  Writer 

(Published  Sept.  16,  2000) 

SAN  FRANCISCO  --  Representatives  of  seven  Indian  tribes  sued  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  this  week,  accusing  the  government  of 


keeping  in  place  a corrupt  and  unaccountable  tribal  council  to  rule 
their  Mendocino  County  reservation. 

Calling  itself  the  Round  Valley  Nation,  the  group  seeks  control  of 
the  50,000-acre  Round  Valley  reservation  outside  Covelo,  the 
second-largest  reservation  in  California. 

If  it  succeeds  in  court,  it  would  loosen  ties  to  the  U.S.  government 
and  return  to  traditional  Indian  ways  of  survival  and  governance, 
members  of  the  group  said. 

"The  BIA  has  been  dictating  our  lives,  and  we  just  want  to  get  away 
from  it,"  said  lanice  Freeman,  the  elected  chairwoman  of  the 
self-styled  reform  group.  "We  survived  for  thousands  of  years,  and  we 
think  we  can  do  it  again." 

Rudy  lames,  secretary  general  of  the  United  Native  Nations  in  Davis, 
said  the  suit  could  set  a precedent  for  a growing  revolt  against  the 
BIA  among  tribes  nationwide.  He  said  he  knew  of  no  other  such  case  to 
reach  the  courts. 

"Quite  a few  (Indian)  nations  already  called  in  and  are  ready  to 
follow  the  same  route,"  he  said  Friday,  a day  after  the  case  was 
filed  in  federal  court  here. 

About  one-third  of  Indian  tribes  in  the  United  States  are 
self-governing,  including  several  in  California,  according  to  a 
lawyer  for  the  reform  group.  Official  U.S.  policy  favors  more 
independence,  but  the  reformers  say  the  BIA  has  thrown  obstacles  in 
their  way. 

Their  legal  complaint  charges  that  the  BIA  has  allowed  the  current 
tribal  council  to  negotiate  bad  contracts  and  to  use  resources  for 
the  benefit  of  a few  controlling  families,  which,  in  turn,  have  gone 
along  with  BIA  domination. 

The  Round  Valley  reservation  gets  $6  million  a year  in  federal  funds, 
or  about  two-thirds  of  its  income.  Reform  leaders  say  the  tribes  live 
in  poverty  and  might  do  better  financially  by  controlling  their  own 
natural  resources,  mainly  timber  and  grazing  land.  They  say  they  have 
no  interest  in  opening  a casino. 

Reservation  administrator  Michael  Pina  said  Freeman's  group  has 
failed  to  win  recognition  as  the  legitimate  reservation  government 
because  it  did  not  organize  itself  legally  under  either  tribal  or 
U.S.  rules. 

Using  words  like  "treason"  to  describe  the  group,  Pina  said,  "They  do 
not  represent  the  voice  of  the  community,  and  there  is  a movement 
within  the  tribal  public  to  actually  take  some  definitive  actions  to 
dismiss  them  from  the  reservation." 

The  group  draws  its  authority  from  a declaration  of  independence,  a 
constitution  and  an  April  election  in  which,  it  acknowledges,  about 
50  Indians  living  off  the  reservation  were  permitted  to  vote,  out  of 
a total  of  231  voters. 

The  tribal  council  also  was  elected,  but  by  even  fewer  voters,  the 
reform  group  contends. 

About  450  adults  live  on  the  reservation,  or  fewer  than  one  in  10 
members  of  the  seven  reservation  tribes  --  the  Concow,  Porno,  Pit 
River,  Nomlaki,  Wylaki,  Yuki  and  Little  Lake. 

The  BIA  refused  to  recognize  the  election  results.  Representatives  of 
regional  BIA  offices  did  not  return  calls  asking  for  comment  on  the 
suit . 

The  group  said  it  was  denied  access  to  data  such  as  reservation 
membership  lists  that  would  have  helped  in  running  the  election. 

However,  the  three-day  balloting  was  watched  by  neutral  outside 
observers,  and  lames  said,  "There's  no  question  the  vote  was  valid." 

The  Round  Valley  Reservation  was  set  aside  in  1856  and  has  had  a 
history  of  internal  strife  because  enemy  tribes,  with  "seven 
different  ideas,"  were  forced  to  live  together,  said  David  Risling,  a 
UC  Davis  professor  in  American  studies. 

Risling  said  he  saw  the  reform  movement  as  an  attempt  to  stop  the 
fighting  and  draw  the  people  together  under  a traditional  form  of 
government,  run  by  leaders  who  earn  their  positions. 
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Bilingual  debate  gets  heated 
By  Daniel  Gonzalez 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Sept.  13,  2000 

A decidedly  pro-bilingual  education  audience  tunned  hostile  Tuesday 
during  a debate  oven  Proposition  203,  the  controversial  initiative  to 
dismantle  bilingual  education  in  Arizona. 

The  two-hour  debate  at  ASU  West  degraded  at  times  into  personal  attacks 
and  revealed  the  emotional  volatility  surrounding  the  proposal,  which 
would  require  teachers  across  the  state  to  teach  all  children  in  English 
rather  than  their  native  language. 

The  initiative  will  appear  on  the  Nov.  7 ballot. 

During  one  of  the  most  heated  exchanges,  audience  member  Alfredo  H. 
Benavides,  an  associate  professor  at  ASU's  College  of  Education  in  Tempe, 
attacked  panelist  Margaret  Garcia-Dugan  for  supporting  a proposal  he  said 
would  deny  parents  the  choice  of  enrolling  their  children  in  bilingual 
education  programs. 

"What  gives  you  the  moral  authority  to  decide  for  them,"  Benavides 
yelled  at  Garcia-Dugan,  the  principal  of  Glendale  High  School. 

"What  gives  you  the  moral  authority  to  place  all  children  with  Hispanic 
surnames  in  bilingual  education,"  Garcia-Dugan  fired  back,  referring  to 
one  of  the  alleged  flaws  in  the  program. 

Another  member  among  the  100-strong  audience,  C.  Alejandra  Elenes, 
accused  Prop.  203  supporters  of  using  bilingual  education  as  a scapegoat 
for  low  achievement  among  Latino  students  when  other  factors  exist, 
including  poverty. 

"The  achievement  among  Mexican-Americans  is  low.  But  it's  very  easy  to 
scapegoat  bilingual  education.  The  problem  is  an  educational  system  that 
is  not  set  up  for  these  kids  to  succeed,"  said  Elenes,  an  associate 
professor  of  women's  studies  at  ASU  West. 

"The  U.S.  is  the  only  nation  that  sees  bilingualism  as  a deficiency.  It 
doesn't  make  sense  in  this  global  economy." 

The  debate  was  presented  by  ASU  West's  Hispanic  Honor  Society  and  pitted 
Prop.  203  supporters  Garcia-Dugan  and  Glendale  parent  Norma  Alvarez 
against  opponents  John  Wann,  principal  of  Valley  View  Elementary  School, 
and  layni  Flores  of  the  Arizona  Association  for  Bilingual  Education. 

Garcia-Dugan  characterized  bilingual  education  as  failed  experiment  that 
is  preventing  Spanish-speaking  immigrant  children  from  learning  English  as 
intended  and  therefore  denying  them  the  best  chances  for  success. 

"English  is  the  language  of  commerce,"  Dugan  said.  "Without  that  skill 
we  are  crippling  our  children." 

Alvarez  helped  pioneer  bilingual  education  in  the  Glendale  School 
District  but  now  opposes  it.  Instead  of  helping  immigrant  children  learn 
English,  she  said,  bilingual  education  has  evolved  into  a program  for 
"Mexican  kids  to  learn  only  Spanish." 

Wann  said  he  opposes  Prop.  203  because  it  replaces  the  choice  of 
bilingual  education  with  a one-size-fits-all  approach. 

"Do  you  want  the  government  telling  your  mechanic  how  to  fix  your  car  or 
your  doctor  how  to  treat  cancer,"  Wann  said. 

Flores  accused  Silicon  Valley  entrepreneur  Ron  Unz  of  using  "lies,  half- 
truths  and  distortions"  to  promote  his  anti-bilingual  education  agenda  in 
Arizona.  Unz  financed  a similar  initiative  in  California  in  1998. 

Reach  the  reporter  at  daniel.gonzalez@arizonarepublic.com 
or  at  (602)  444-8312. 
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He  keeps  his  language  alive 
By  ROD  WALTON 
c.  Tulsa  World 
9/15/00 

To  Charley  Cherokee  Sacks,  the  Cherokee  language  is  a spiritual  one,  a 
sound  and  a love.  Sacks  teaches  the  language  to  students  at  Muskogee's 
Bacone  College,  which  is  offering  Cherokee  again  after  a 20-year  absence. 

MUSKOGEE  --  Dust  as  any  word  spoken  in  French  sounds  romantic  -- 
"grenouille"  means  "frog"  after  all  --  so  do  most  words  of  the  Cherokee 
language  sound  spiritual. 

O-se-yo,  do-di-da-go-huh . Hello,  goodbye. 

To  Charley  Cherokee  Sacks,  his  native  language  is  spiritual  and  more. 

It's  a sound,  a love,  an  almost-lost  way  of  life. 

"I  believe  the  creator  God  gives  the  world  sounds.  . . . The  sounds  are 
how  we  speak,"  Sacks  said.  "The  wind  speaks  as  it  whistles.  The  trees 
speak  as  the  wind  blows  through  them. 

"It's  a spiritual  thing,"  he  decided.  "It's  a gift  that  should  not  be 
lost . " 

The  Cherokee  language  is  a gift  Sacks  is  returning  every  weekday  during 
the  fall  semester  at  Bacone  College.  For  the  first  time  in  20  years, 
Oklahoma's  oldest  school  is  offering  a class  in  the  language. 

"We're  all  excited  over  here  about  this  class  and  being  able  to  add  to 
the  Cherokee  language,"  Bacone  spokesman  Mike  Carrels  said. 

The  new  class  is  part  of  Bacone's  overall  explosion.  The  college  has  718 
students  enrolled  this  fall  --  compared  to  328  for  the  same  time  last  year. 

Lack  of  interest  prevented  Sacks  from  teaching  Cherokee  at  the  college 
earlier.  Instead,  he  went  to  churches,  private  homes  and  public  schools  to 
spread  the  words  of  his  native  tongue. 

The  opportunity  at  Bacone  thrills  the  63-year-old  minister  and  former 
boxer . 

"Out  of  365  tribes  nationwide,  one-third  have  forgotten  their  language; 
they  don't  talk  it  anymore,"  Sacks  said.  "What  is  happening  now  is  they 
are  getting  rewarded  with  college  credits  for  learning  something  that 
belongs  to  them.  That's  a wonderful  thing." 

Sacks  spent  his  early  years  speaking  little  else  but  Cherokee.  His 
father.  Nelson  Sacks,  and  mother,  Ollie  Marie,  raised  their  family  by 
cutting  timber  into  railroad  ties  in  the  Iron  Post  community  near  Locust 
Grove.  The  young  Charley  Sacks  learned  the  old  ways  and  always  kept  them 
close  at  heart. 

"Everyone  thinks  the  way  they  grew  up  was  the  greatest  way,"  he  said.  "I 
feel  the  same  way." 

A speedy  puncher  who  began  boxing  at  12  and  later  spent  13  years  as  a 
pro  in  every  division  from  featherweight  to  heavyweight  --  "I  got  out  of 
shape  a little  there,"  he  admitted  --  Sacks  also  became  a minister  serving 
tribal  United  Methodist  churches.  But  one  of  his  heart's  desires  was  to 
hand  down  his  linguistic  legacy  for  a new  generation. 

And  so  he  teaches  from  doe-dah-wahn-nuh  (Monday)  to  joe-nee-gee-lowst 
(Friday).  Sacks  begins  using  phonics  to  teach  Cherokee,  concentrating  on 
the  sounds  of  words  before  he  delves  into  the  syllabary  developed  by 
Sequoyah  more  than  160  years  ago. 

Sequoyah's  alphabet  culled  the  Cherokee  language  down  to  86  syllabaries 
--  or  sounds.  The  Cherokee  words  used  in  this  Tulsa  World  story  are  all 
spelled  phonetically,  just  as  Sacks  has  taught  them  at  first. 

At  one  point.  Sack  asked  his  class  to  pronounce  the  Cherokee  variations 
of  one,  two,  three.  "Sah-woo,  tahl,  joe,"  they  answered. 


"You  already  know  everything,  huh?"  Sacks  joked. 

Student  Wendy  Scott  has  not  only  learned  a great  deal  already,  but  also 
she  is  regaining  a piece  of  her  past.  Scott  spoke  only  Cherokee  before 
going  to  public  school,  yet  slowly  she  lost  her  grasp  of  the  language  of 
her  elders. 

Her  sole  remaining  elder  is  94  and  is  living  out  the  rest  of  his  life  in 
a Tahlequah  nursing  home.  Scott  has  made  him  one  last  promise. 

"My  goal  is  to  carry  on  a conversation  with  him  before  he  passes  on," 
she  said. 

One  of  her  college-age  children  is  now  interested  in  taking  the  class. 
Her  19-year-old  nephew,  Brandon,  is  among  Sack's  current  students. 

Sacks  is  a main  reason  why  students  want  to  revisit  their  oral  heritage, 
Scott  noted. 

"He  makes  it  real  easy  to  learn,"  she  said.  "You  write  it  the  way  you 
say  it." 

Eventually,  things  will  get  slightly  more  complicated  as  they  start 
picking  up  true  spellings.  Phonetics  will  do  for  now,  since  the  main  thing 
is  gaining  a love  of  the  language. 

Sacks  certainly  has  it. 

"It's  a spiritual  thing,"  he  said  for  a second  time. 

It's  a sound  thing,  too.  The  sound  of  their  past. 

"RE : Indians  Urge  Babbitt  be  Fined  in  Suit"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Sep  2000  19:21:07  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : Indians  urge  Babbitt  be  fined  in  suit  over  trust  fund  abuses 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Indians  urge  Babbitt  be  fined  in  suit  over  trust  fund  abuses 
By  Matt  Kelley 
ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
September  16,  2000 

WASHINGTON  --  Lawyers  for  a group  of  American  Indians  yesterday  asked 
a federal  judge  to  fine  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  accusing 
him  of  violating  court  orders  requiring  him  to  preserve  e-mail  and 
other  records. 

Yesterday's  filing  is  the  latest  dispute  over  records  in  the  lawsuit 
over  mismanagement  of  a $500  million  system  of  trust  accounts  for 
about  500,000  Indians.  U.S.  District  Dudge  Royce  Lamberth  last  year 
held  Babbitt  and  other  officials  in  contempt  for  their  agencies' 
failures  to  keep  and  turn  over  records. 

Lamberth 's  orders  since  1996  have  required  Interior  Department 
officials  to  preserve  records  involving  the  trust  accounts,  including 
e-mails.  But  the  Indians'  lawyers  wrote  to  Lamberth  that  e-mail  from 
agencies  such  as  the  Office  of  Trust  Fund  Management  and  Interior 
Department  lawyers  were  routinely  deleted,  though  department 
officials  testified  that  they  were  being  kept. 

For  example.  Interior  lawyers  in  a Billings,  Mont.,  office  were  not 
told  to  keep  copies  of  their  e-mails  until  Dec.  14,  and  even  some  of 
those  tapes  were  erased  this  year,  government  lawyers  acknowledged  in 
previous  court  filings. 

The  Indians'  lawyers  asked  Lamberth  to  fine  Babbitt  and  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  head  Kevin  Gover  for  violating  court  orders  to  keep 
the  e-mail  files. 

"They  continue  to  deceive  us,"  said  Elouise  Cobell,  the  Blackfeet 
banker  who  is  lead  plaintiff  in  the  Indians'  lawsuit. 

Lamberth  ruled  in  December  that  the  government  had  severely 
mismanaged  the  accounts  and  said  he  would  oversee  efforts  to  reform 
the  system.  He  added  he  would  require  the  government  to  determine  how 
much  money  should  be  in  the  accounts.  Lawyers  for  the  Indians  say  the 
account  holders  are  due  more  than  $10  billion. 

A federal  appeals  court  heard  the  government's  appeal  of  Lamberth 's 


ruling  this  month. 

The  trust  accounts  came  from  an  1887  federal  law  that  divided  some 
reservation  land  into  smaller  plots  for  individual  Indians.  The 
federal  government  holds  that  land  in  trust  for  the  Indians.  It 
cannot  be  taxed  or  sold  and  the  government  must  approve  any  leases. 

Many  of  the  tracts  are  leased  for  uses  such  as  grazing,  logging, 
mining  and  oil  drilling.  Proceeds  from  those  leases  are  supposed  to 
be  deposited  in  government  accounts  and  then  paid  to  the  Indian 
landholders . 

Since  the  beginning,  however,  the  accounts  have  been  mismanaged  in 
almost  every  way  imaginable,  the  government  acknowledges.  Records  for 
many  accounts  were  never  kept,  while  documentation  for  others  was 
lost  or  destroyed.  Some  of  the  money  was  stolen  or  used  for  other 
federal  programs.  Some  lease  proceeds  were  never  collected.  Thousands 
of  the  accounts  have  money  in  them  but  no  names  attached. 
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The  Yakama 's  ban  on  alcohol  raises  murky  legal  questions 
Monday,  September  11,  2000 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

HARRAH  --  The  Spur  Tavern  remained  open  during  Prohibition  and  the  Great 
Depression,  but  owner  Gary  Betschart  is  not  sure  the  91-year-old  business 
will  survive  the  Yakama  Nation's  new  alcohol  policy. 

On  Sunday,  the  tribe's  resolution  banning  alcohol  on  its  1.2  million- 
acre  reservation  will  take  effect. 

"Nobody  knows  what's  going  to  happen,"  Betschart  said. 

Tribal  police  will  not  seize  alcohol  or  close  businesses  after  the  ban 
takes  effect.  Tribal  Councilman  lack  Fiander  said  last  week. 

There  are  no  plans  to  go  after  reservation  residents  bringing  alcohol 
home  for  their  own  use,  he  said. 

Instead,  tribal  officers  will  start  gathering  evidence  to  present  to  the 
U.S.  attorney's  office,  which  tribal  officials  believe  has  responsibility 
to  prosecute  violations. 

The  tribe  already  bans  alcohol  from  the  portion  of  the  reservation  open 
only  to  tribal  members,  and  in  tribal  property  such  as  its  casino. 

But  the  resolution  --  approved  by  the  tribal  council  as  a way  to  combat 
alcoholism  --  extends  that  ban  to  land  not  owned  by  Indians  and  into  a new 
and  murky  legal  realm. 

The  U.S.  attorney's  office  has  told  the  state  Attorney  General's  Office 
it  believes  it  can  enforce  the  federal  alcohol  statutes. 

However,  a 1975  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling  upheld  a Wyoming  tribe's  right 
to  regulate  alcohol  sales  on  private  land  in  its  reservation.  That  case 
may  have  only  limited  effect  on  the  Yakama  reservation,  where  most 
alcohol  is  sold  in  cities  and  towns, 
c.  2000  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Pervasive  Disparities  Found  in  the  Federal  Death  Penalty 
By  RAYMOND  BONNER  and  MARC  LACEY 


WASHINGTON,  Sept.  11  - In  the  first  comprehensive  review  of  the 
federal  death  penalty  since  it  was  reinstated  in  1988,  the  Justice 
Department  has  found  significant  racial  and  geographical  disparities, 
say  officials  who  have  seen  the  report. 

In  75  percent  of  the  cases  in  which  a federal  prosecutor  sought  the 
death  penalty  in  the  last  five  years,  the  defendant  has  been  a member 
of  a minority  group,  and  in  more  than  half  of  the  cases,  an 
African-American,  according  to  the  report,  which  officials  said  the 
Justice  Department  would  release  on  Tuesday. 

"It's  troubling,"  said  an  administration  official  who  has  reviewed 
the  data.  "The  president  has  expressed  concern  about  the  problem,  and 
this  backs  that  up."  Another  administration  official  described  the 
report  as  "disturbing." 

They  added  that  on  Tuesday,  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  is  to 
announce  more  studies  of  the  administration  of  the  death  penalty. 

Reflecting  a lack  of  geographic  uniformity  in  the  application  of 
federal  capital  punishment,  the  Justice  Department  has  found  that  a 
handful  of  the  93  United  States  attorneys  account  for  about  40 
percent  of  the  cases  sent  to  the  Justice  Department  for  review, 
according  to  officials. 

On  the  other  hand,  about  20  United  States  attorneys  did  not  file  a 
single  death  penalty  case  since  1995.  Since  there  are  more  than  40 
crimes  for  which  the  federal  death  penalty  is  a potential  punishment, 
the  lack  of  cases  from  those  jurisdictions  raised  the  question  of  the 
uniform  application  of  death  penalty  prosecutions. 

Officials  said  that  the  report  was  a compilation  of  about  400  pages 
of  data,  and  that  it  contained  almost  no  analysis.  Justice  Department 
officials  were  still  writing  the  report's  introduction  late  this 
evening,  officials  said. 

The  report  is  expected  to  increase  calls  for  a moratorium  on  the 
federal  death  penalty.  The  American  Bar  Association,  which  does  not 
take  a position  for  or  against  the  death  penalty,  sent  a letter  to 
President  Clinton  on  May  2 asking  him  to  impose  an  executive 
moratorium  pending  a thorough  review  of  the  federal  capital 
punishment  system.  An  association  official  said  today  that  Mr. 

Clinton  had  not  responded. 

In  February,  Senator  Russell  B.  Feingold,  Democrat  of  Wisconsin, 
called  on  President  Clinton  and  Ms.  Reno  to  suspend  federal 
executions.  In  April,  he  and  Representative  Jesse  L.  Jackson  Jr., 
Democrat  of  Illinois,  introduced  legislation  calling  for  a national 
death-penalty  moratorium. 

The  bulk  of  the  Justice  Department  report  has  been  given  to  lawyers 
for  Juan  Raul  Garza,  who  is  scheduled  to  be  executed  on  Dec.  12.  Mr. 
Garza  was  convicted  in  1993  in  Brownsville,  Tex.,  of  three 
drug-related  murders. 

He  was  originally  scheduled  to  be  executed  on  Aug.  5,  but  President 
Clinton  granted  him  a reprieve  so  that  his  lawyers  could  use  new 
clemency  rules  drafted  by  the  Justice  Department  for  capital  cases. 
His  lawyers  expect  to  file  that  clemency  request  on  Tuesday. 

While  a death  penalty  for  at  least  some  federal  crimes  has  been  on 
the  books  since  1988,  it  has  yet  to  be  carried  out.  The  last  federal 
execution  was  37  years  ago,  when  Victor  Feguer  was  hanged  in  Iowa  for 
kidnapping  and  killing  a doctor. 

After  the  Supreme  Court  declared  in  1972  that  the  death  penalty,  as 
it  was  then  being  applied,  was  unconstitutional,  states  quickly 
adopted  laws  that  the  court  upheld. 

In  1988,  Congress  adopted  what  became  known  as  the  "drug  kingpin 
statute,"  which  permitted  a death  penalty  against  an  individual  found 
guilty  of  committing  murder  as  part  of  a larger  drug-running 
enterprise. 


In  1994,  Congress  enacted  the  Federal  Death  Penalty  Act,  which 
greatly  expanded  the  crimes  for  which  a defendant  could  be  executed. 

They  range  from  murder  of  the  president  to  large-scale  drug 
trafficking  even  when  no  one  is  killed  and  include  drive-by  murders, 
sexual  abuse  resulting  in  death,  murder  during  a bank  robbery, 
carjacking  and  destruction  of  an  airplane,  train  or  motor  vehicle 
resulting  in  death. 

Before  federal  prosecutors  may  seek  the  death  penalty,  they  need  the 
approval  of  the  Justice  Department.  In  January  1995,  Attorney  General 
Reno,  wanting  to  insure  uniformity  in  the  application  of  the  federal 
death  penalty,  adopted  procedures  that  require  United  States 
Attorneys  to  file  memoranda  in  cases  where  the  death  penalty  is  an 
option.  They  must  also  include  their  recommendation  on  whether  or  not 
to  seek  it. 

Ms.  Reno  also  set  up  a special  committee  to  review  every  case. 

There  have  been  682  submissions,,  according  to  the  report.  About  40 
percent  of  the  submissions  were  filed  by  five  jurisdictions:  Puerto 
Rico;  the  Eastern  District  of  Virginia;  Maryland;  and  the  Eastern  and 
Southern  districts  of  New  York. 

Puerto  Rico  and  Virginia  recommended  the  death  penalty  most 
frequently,  while  the  United  States  Attorneys  in  the  two  New  York 
districts,  which  cover  New  York  City  and  its  outlying  areas, 
recommended  the  penalty  in  only  a few  cases. 

Among  the  United  States  attorneys'  office  which  have  not  submitted 
any  cases  is  Alaska,  which  Justice  Department  officials  found 
puzzling  because  the  state  has  one  of  the  nation's  higher  homicide 
rates . 

But  Alaska  does  not  have  the  death  penalty,  which  suggested  to  some 
officials  that  United  States  attorneys  were  influenced  by  the  local 
attitudes  toward  capital  punishment. 

The  report  also  shows  that  United  States  attorneys  who  have  most 
frequently  recommended  seeking  the  death  penalty  are  from  states  with 
a high  number  of  executions,  including  Virginia,  Texas  and  Missouri. 

In  80  percent  of  the  cases  submitted  by  United  States  attorneys  for 
review,  the  defendant  was  an  ethnic  minority.  But  officials  said  that 
Ms.  Reno's  review  process  has  reduced  the  apparent  racial  bias. 

In  the  682  cases  she  reviewed  in  which  the  defendant  was  white,  she 
authorized  the  death  penalty  38  percent  of  the  time;  when  the 
defendant  was  black,  she  authorized  the  death  penalty  25  percent  of 
the  time.  United  States  attorneys  recommended  the  death  penalty  in 
183  cases,  and  Ms.  Reno  authorized  it  in  159  cases. 
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Failing  to  notify  tribe  violated  pact,  state  says 
Developer  required  to  let  tribe  know  before  excavating 
By  Tony  Davis 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Rancho  Vistoso's  developers  violated  a 1994  agreement  with  the  state  and 
Indian  tribes  by  digging  into  a key  archaeological  site  without  consulting 
with  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation,  a state  official  said  yesterday. 

Lynn  Teague  of  the  Arizona  State  Museum  said  archaeologists  for  Vistoso 
Partners  should  have  notified  the  tribe  to  make  sure  it  would  have  a say 
in  what  happened  at  the  Floney  Bee  Village  site. 

Although  fines  are  possible  under  this  agreement,  Teague  said  it  was 
more  important  to  make  sure  the  tribe  is  consulted  than  to  get  fines  and 
she  would  talk  to  Tohono  O'odham  officials  before  deciding  what  to  do  next. 

Oro  Valley  officials  ordered  Vistoso  on  Tuesday  to  stop  work  at  the 


Honey  Bee  Village  site  in  the  7,000-ac ne  Rancho  Vistoso  development. 

Before  resuming,  Vistoso  Partners  must  file  a plan  for  compensating  for 
the  effects  of  excavating  the  archaeological  site. 

Dick  Maes,  Vistoso  Partners'  general  manager,  said  in  an  interview  that 
he  was  not  aware  of  the  consultation  requirements  in  the  1994  agreement. 

As  far  as  he  knew,  he  said,  he  was  in  accord  with  all  local,  state  and 
federal  rules  governing  protection  of  artifacts  and  human  remains  during 
development . 

Maes  said  his  archaeologists  were  simply  exploring  the  site  and 
following  standard  procedures  the  developer  has  used  throughout  Rancho 
Vistoso. 

"I  find  it  unusual  that  the  town  would  be  taking  this  stand,"  Maes  said. 

Oro  Valley  officials  said  they  had  visited  the  site  last  Thursday  after 
getting  reports  from  local  residents  of  work  occurring  there.  Vistoso' s 
archaeologists  had  dug  a 50-foot-long,  18-inch-deep  and  foot-wide  trench, 
and  done  some  scattered  scraping  of  topsoil  to  look  for  artifacts,  said 
Dee  Widero,  Oro  Valley's  senior  zoning  inspector. 

The  company  stopped  exploration  work  at  the  site  Thursday,  said 
Stephanie  Treptow,  president  of  Envirosystems  Management  Inc.,  Vistoso 
Partners'  Flagstaff -based  archaeological  contractor. 

Oro  Valley  officials  said  yesterday  that  they  will  need  up  to  a week  to 
get  an  independent  archaeologist  to  the  site  to  determine  if  Vistoso 
Partners  violated  the  town's  zoning  code.  The  code  requires  the  mitigation 
plan  be  filed  in  advance  of  any  excavation  work;  officials  said  they  don't 
know  if  such  work  had  been  done. 

The  1994  agreement  required  the  developer  to  consult  with  O'odham 
officials  on  any  planning  decisions  affecting  areas  where  a high 
probability  exists  of  encountering  sacred  objects,  which  this  site  has, 
said  Teague,  a curator  of  archaeology  at  the  Arizona  State  Museum. 

Although  Vistoso 's  archaeologists  had  told  the  state  they  would  be  working 
on  the  site  in  accord  with  the  agreement,  they  hadn't  done  any  consulting 
with  the  tribe  as  required,  she  said. 

Tribal  officials  said  they  were  surprised  and  disturbed  at  the  work  done 
at  the  archeological  site. 

"We  should  have  input  into  how  we  can  handle  this,"  said  Henry  Ramon, 
the  tribe's  vice  chairman.  "It's  very  important  for  the  future.  These 
sites  and  artifacts  are  for  the  education  of  our  young  people. ' ' 

Bryant  Nodine,  the  town's  planning  and  zoning  administrator,  said  at  a 
press  conference  yesterday  morning  that  he  hoped  to  persuade  the  developer 
that  preserving  at  least  part  of  the  75-acre  village  would  be  a "win-win" 
situation  benefiting  everyone. 

Maes  said  he  has  a $500,000  contract  with  a consultant  to  excavate  Honey 
Bee  Village.  He  said  he  didn't  know  if  his  company  would  want  to  preserve 
any  of  the  site,  adding,  "This  is  all  happening  too  rapidly. ' ' 

He's  spent  $2  million  total  on  archeological  work  in  his  7,000-home, 
three-golf-course  development,  he  said. 

Maes  disputed  the  state  archaeologists'  claims  of  the  site's  value, 
stemming  largely  from  the  presence  of  a ball  court  - "a  small  area  they 
used  to  play  kickball  on,''  he  said. 

The  State  Museum's  Teague  said  a ball  court  is  also  considered  a 
religious  structure  and  ballgames  were  often  religious  rites.  Maes  said 
his  archaeologists  have  never  told  him  that. 

"RE : Your  Help  is  Needed/Free  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Tue,  12  Sep  2000  20:02:25  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Your  help  is  needed-Free  Leonard  Peltier! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

There  are  many  ways  you  can  support  the  "Countdown  to  Clemency,  Leonard 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom"  being  planned  for  Human  Rights  Day,  December 
10th,  in  New  York  City.  Below  is  a form  that  will  make  it  easy  for  us  to 


keep  track  of  who  is  available  to  help  with  what,  as  well  as  who  we  need  to 
send  what  materials.  You  can  either  fill  it  out  and  email  it  back  to  us,  or 
if  you  find  it  is  easier,  you  can  print  it  out  and  mail  or  fax  it  to  us. 

This  march  will  occur  at  a very  crucial  time,  after  the  elections  and  before 
the  holidays  when  presidents  traditionally  grant  clemencies.  We  hope  you 
will  get  involved.  Thank  you. 

In  Solidarity, 

-LPDC 

HELP  MAKE  THE 

COUNTDOWN  TO  CLEMENCY 

LEONARD  PELTIER  MARCH  A SUCCESS! 

Name 

Full  Address 

Phone  # E-Mail 

Send  me  flyers  advertising  the  march  to  copy,  post  and  distribute. 

Send  me  camera-ready  ads  publicizing  the  march  so  that  I can  ask  the 

publications  I read  to  print  them. 

Send  me  a letter  to  copy  and  distribute  to  my  local  churches,  unions. 

First  Nations,  and  organizations  asking  them  to  endorse  the  event. 

I am  planning  to  organize  a local  van,  bus,  or  caravan  to  attend  the 

march.  Please  make  my  contact  information  available  to  those  in  my 

area  who  may  need  transportation . 

I would  like  to  make  a donation  toward  the  cost  of  transportation  to 

bring  people  from  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  to  New  York.  Enclosed 
is  my  donation. 

I would  like  to  contribute  artwork  in  the  form  of  banners  and  signs  for 

the  event. 

I plan  to  help  organize  contingents  of  union  workers,  churches.  First 

Nations,  human  rights  organizations,  or  schools  for  the  march.  We  will 
bring  signs  representing  our  group.  Name  of  group: 

If  you  know  of  any  New  York  groups  or  people  who  we  should  collaborate 
with,  please  list  them  below,  or  on  a separate  sheet  with  their  contact 
info: 

PLEASE  RETURN  THIS  FORM  TO: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
lpdc@idir.net 

PO  Box  583  Lawrence,  KS  66044 
p.  785-842-5774  f.  785-842-5796 
THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT! 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 
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[from  Paul  Pureau.  Thanks!] 

From:  Eagle  Sees  <Eaglesees@yahoo . com> 

Sub j : [ndn-aim]  *THE*  Interview  you  shouldn't  miss  reading!!! 

"If  I never  ask  you  guys  to  read  anything  again..." 

Read  - This 

EXCLUSIVE  interview  with  FIARVEY  ARDEN,  Leonard  Peltier's  editor,  makes 
fascinating,  fascinating  reading!  If  you  were  on  the  fringe  of 
understanding  these  things,  - read  this  through,  and  feel  free  to 
ask  questions!  I send  this  out  to  ’•'everyone*  I know,  to  everyone  I 

*can*.  Please  read  this,.. 

- Ray  Stark. 

"I  could  wish,  with  a new  century  and  a new  millennium  coming,  that 
today's  FBI  would  cleanse  itself  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  1970s  and  at 
least  stand  back  and  allow  an  innocent  man  to  be  returned  to  his 
People. " 

- Flarvey  Arden 

An  online  CNN  chat  with  author/editor  Harvey  Arden  about  the 
movement  to  free  Leonard  Peltier. 

November  15,  1999... Web  posted  at:  4:00  p.m.  EDT 

(CNN)  - Harvey  Arden,  author  of  "Wisdomkeepers : Meetings  with 
Native  American  Spiritual  Elders",  "Travels  in  a Stone  Canoe:  The 
Return  to  the  Wisdomkeepers",  and  "Dreamkeepers : A Spirit-Iourney 
into  Aboriginal  Australia",  joined  CNN.com  for  a Book  Chat  on 
Wednesday,  November  3,  1999. 

Mr.  Arden  is  also  the  editor  of  "Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My 
Sun  Dance",  a book  written  by  Leonard  Peltier,  and  "Noble  Red  Man: 
Lakota  Wisdomkeeper  Mathew  King".  The  following  is  an  edited 
transcript  of  the  chat. 

Chat  Moderator:  Welcome,  Harvey  Arden. 

Harvey  Arden:  It's  an  honor  to  be  here.  Thank  you  so  much. 

Chat  Moderator:  Please  tell  us  about  Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  my 
Sun  Dance,  by  Leonard  Peltier. 

Harvey  Arden:  It  is  a book  that  came  about  in  a very  unusual  way  in 
my  life.  I was  a writer  for  many  years  at  National  Geographic 
magazine.  At  the  end  of  those  years,  I wrote  books  about  Native 
American  wisdom.  I wrote  a book  about  the  path  of  the  Wisdomkeepers, 
the  spiritual  elders  of  Native  America.  I never  dreamed  that  that 
path  would  take  me  into  Leavenworth  Prison,  but  so  it  happened.  My 

book  Noble  Red  Man  mentions  Leonard  in  passing.  It  shows  how  he  was 

railroaded  with  the  others.  It  tells  about  the  siege  of  Wounded  Knee 
in  1973.  I sent  a copy  of  the  book  Noble  Red  Man  to  Leonard  via  the 
publisher  and  it  turned  out  that  he  was  already  a fan  of  mine  from 
the  stories  I had  written  in  National  Geographic. 

About  2 1/2  years  ago  I asked  his  lobbyist,  Ron  Lessard,  in 
Washington,  whether  Leonard  had  ever  written  a book.  Ron  said,  "No, 
why  don't  you  write  him  a letter  about  it?"  And  I did,  suggesting  a 
book  of  more  of  a spiritual  than  a political  nature,  along  the  lines 
of  Noble  Red  Man.  Leonard  agreed  and  for  the  next  six  months  I 
gathered  together  all  of  his  writings  from  his  bimonthly  journal, 
"Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,"  as  well  as  other  sources,  hoping  that,  as 

an  editor,  I could  glean  from  those  enough  of  his  really  beautiful 

writing  to  make  a book. 


Alas,  I only  came  up  with  about  30  to  40  pages,  since  most  of  his 
statements  related  specifically  to  the  current  legal  dilemmas  and 
hearings  that  his  case  was  involved  in.  But  I did  pick  out 
paragraphs  and  sentences,  even  adjectives  that  seemed  worthy  of 
being  in  a book.  Ron  brought  them  to  Leonard,  since  I'm  not  allowed 
to,  and  he  said  to  me,  and,  when  I visited  him  the  next  day,  Leonard 
told  me,  "One  mind,  Harvey,  one  mind." 

I knew  exactly  what  he  meant  because  he  and  I had  both  been  taught 
by  the  very  same  spiritual  elders  or  Wisdomkeepers,  as  I called  them 
in  my  first  book,  Wisdomkeepers.  I can  honestly  say  that  I was  half 
hoping  that  he  would  be  disappointed  in  what  I had  brought  because  I 
was  getting  a little  spooked  by  the  human  nastiness  that  seemed 
involved  in  every  aspect  of  Peltier's  case.  I was  spooked  especially 
by  the  nastiness  of  a government  that  seemed  to  be  hiding  its  own 
misdeeds  by  attacking  and  imprisoning  Peltier  and  his  supporters,  of 
whom  I now  found  myself  one. 

Chat  Moderator:  Does  the  book  describe  the  incident  which  resulted 
in  Peltier's  imprisonment? 

Harvey  Arden:  Yes,  it  does.  There  is  a whole  chapter  on  it.  And 
this  is  nothing  you  will  hear  about  from  the  FBI  - how  an  eagle  flew 
above  the  heads  of  Leonard  and  those  he  was  trying  to  save  and  led 
them  away  from  the  cordon  of  crazed  lawmen  who  they  were  convinced 
were  closing  in  to  slaughter  them,  as  Custer's  cavalry  slaughtered 
the  people  at  Wounded  Knee  in  1890.  That  event  is  like  yesterday  to 
Indian  people. 

Comment  from  Aurora:  Custer  died  in  1876. 

Harvey  Arden:  It  was  Custer's  cavalry  that  did  the  massacre  in  1890, 
long  after  Custer's  death. 

Question  from  Suyeta:  Mr.  Arden,  don't  you  think  it's  more  than  a 
bit  odd  that  FBI  agents,  members  of  the  official  U.S.  law 
enforcement  arm,  have  taken  out  these  newspaper  ads  opposing 
Peltier's  release? 

Harvey  Arden:  I don't  know  if  it  is  odd.  I think  they  have  a right 
to  state  their  piece.  I don't,  however,  think  they  have  a right  to 
intimidate  newspapers  and  politicians  and  to  knowingly  distort  the 
truth,  which  they  do  their  best  to  conceal  from  the  American  people. 

I could  wish,  with  a new  century  and  a new  millennium  coming,  that 
today's  FBI  would  cleanse  itself  of  the  misdeeds  of  the  1970s  and  at 
least  stand  back  and  allow  an  innocent  man  to  be  returned  to  his 
People. 

Question  from  stream:  Do  you  think  that  your  book  will  force  a 
change?  And  do  you  feel  safe? 

Harvey  Arden:  I think  that  I am  maybe  the  canary  down  in  the  mine 
because  the  FBI  has  not  intimidated  me  in  any  way.  There  is  a time  I 
thought  they  would.  There  may  have  been  phone  calls  made  here  or 
there  that  were  made  to  intimidate  others  but  not  to  me  personally. 

I think  the  FBI  would  like  to  cleanse  itself  of  this  matter.  But  it 
cannot  "betray"  its  old  agents  who  acted  over-zealously  at  the  very 
darkest  time  of  the 

cold  war,  when  they  launched  illegal  assaults  on  supposedly 

dissident  groups  like  Black  Power,  the  Vietnam  movement,  and  the  so-called 

Red  Power  movement  represented  by  AIM,  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

Question  from  Fred:  Should  we  consider  a "Free  Leonard  Peltier" 
march  on  Washington? 


Harvey  Arden:  Certainly  consider  it.  I have  thought  often  about  a 
million-man  march  on  Washington  on  behalf  of  Peltier,  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal,  and  other  political  prisoners.  But  our  media,  in 
particular  the  newspaper  media,  has  been  so  complicit  in  the  silence 
on  Peltier  and  other  political  prisoners,  that  I think  that  it  is 
impossible  to  stage  such  a march.  We  don't  need  a march.  We  need  a 
prayer  to  President  Clinton  to  give  his 

heart  the  strength  to  withstand  the  flak  from  those  who  will 
undoubtedly  give  it  and,  with  a stroke  of  his  pen,  to  free  an 
innocent  man.  And  we  all  know  he  is  innocent,  including  the  FBI. 

Question  from  Lorna:  It's  clear  from  Mr.  Peltier's  writings  that  he 
yearns  for  release  from  prison.  Is  there  any  word  as  to  when  the 
Justice  Department  will  forward  its  recommendation  to  President 
Clinton  regarding  an  adjusted  sentence? 

Harvey  Arden:  I find  that  the  Justice  Department,  like  the  White 
House  itself,  answers  only  by  auto  responder.  You  may  have  received 
such  an  auto  response  from  your  own  Congressman.  Our  government 
might  think  it  is  OK  to  govern  by  auto  responder.  We  the  people  will 
not  stand  for  that.  The  Justice  Department  has  had  nearly  six  years 
now  to  respond  to  the  president  with  a recommendation  on  Leonard's 
petition  for  executive  clemency.  The  usual  time  is  three  to  nine  months. 
So  we  hope  that  recommendation  is  sitting  on  the  president's  desk  today 
and  that  it  will  be  signed  today,  even  as  our  people  re-enact  the  massacre 
of  Wounded  Knee  outside  the  White  House  windows. 

Leonard  has  written  about  how  he  wishes  that  the  golden  eagle  on  the 
flagstaff  in  the  Oval  Office  would  come  to  life  and  add  its  voice  to 
the  voices  of  millions  of  people  who  have  written  to  President 
Clinton  asking  for,  praying  for,  pleading  for,  and  demanding  the 
release  of  Peltier  and  the  innocents  in  prison.  Innocents  should  not 
be  imprisoned.  A prayer  from  every  one  of  us  will  strengthen  Bill 
Clinton.  May  he  do  it  today! 

Chat  Moderator:  Has  President  Clinton  given  any  indications  about 
whether  or  not  he  will  sign  it? 

Harvey  Arden:  The  only  reports  I have  are  from  Tampa,  Florida,  in 
1991  or  1992,  when  he  said  he  would  give  the  matter  a "fair  review." 

That  would  have  been  during  the  campaign  for  his  first  term.  He 
knows  the  facts.  I pray  that  he  will  not  be  intimidated  by  the  sheaf 
of  lies  the  FBI  has  once  again  perpetrated  on  the  American  people, 
as  they  did  in  1995,  with  today's  ad  in  the  "Washington  Post,"  a 
newspaper  that  has  studiously  avoided  any  mention  of  Leonard  Peltier 
for  five  years.  And  it  continues  to  deceive  its  readers  on  a daily 
basis  by  concealing  major  events  now  going  on  in  the  Indian  world  -- 
this  I know  for  sure.  And  I only  have  to  wonder  what  else  they  are 
concealing  from  us  in  other  areas  of  public  interest.  I would  like 
to  know  why  the  Washington  Post  has  failed  to  review  Leonard's 
book*,  as  has  virtually  every  other  major  metro  daily  in  this 
country.  I really  fear  that  there  has  been  intimidation. 

[*Note  from  Harvey  Arden:  The  Post  finally  reviewed  Leonard's  book 
Prison  Writings:  My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance  - very  favorably,  as  a 
matter  of  fact  - in  a Colman  McCarthy  article  in  spring 
2000. . .nearly  a year  after  publication.  McCarthy  called  it: 

"Eloquent  and  compassionate ...  deserves  a place  alongside  the  best 
works  of  Vine  Deloria,  Jr.,  N.  Scott  Momaday. . .and  other  Indian 
authors."  Why,  then,  was  it  not  reviewed  when  it  came  out?] 

I invite  those  who  know  of  any  such  intimidation  to  reveal  it 
publicly.  I speak  in  particular  to  journalists,  all  those 
journalists  who  have  NOT  written  all  those  articles  about  Leonard 
Peltier,  and  also  their  secretaries  and  colleagues.  Do  they  know 
what  the  decision-making  process  was  in  refusing  to  review,  even  if 


negatively,  a book  by  the  foremost  political  prisoner  in  the  U.S.  Gulag? 

Question  from  Suyeta:  It's  my  understanding  that  the  FBI,  like  all 
law  enforcement  agencies,  conducts  internal  reviews  whenever  their 
agents  are  involved  in  firefights.  But,  to  my  knowledge,  there  has 
never  been  such  a review  concerning  the  shooting  death  of  Hoe 
Killsright . 

Harvey  Arden:  That  is  my  understanding.  There  is  probably  some 
paperwork  somewhere.  The  whole  strange  thing  is  that  the  FBI  that 
day  sent  two  unmarked  cars  onto  a property  they  knew  had  armed  men 
there  to  defend  the  defenseless. 

The  FBI's  excuse  for  those  two  unmarked  FBI  cars  roaring  at  a high 
speed  onto  what  was,  in  effect,  foreign  territory,  was  supposedly  to 
search  for  a man  whose  alleged  great  crime  was  having  stolen  a pair 
of  used  cowboy  boots.  What's  more,  they  had  no  warrant  for  such  an 
arrest.  Indian  people  and  their  supporters  are  convinced  that  this 
was  utterly  fabricated  after  the  fact,  and  that  the  FBI's  true 
intent  on  that  day  was  to  provoke  a confrontation  with  the  dozen  or 
more  people  in  the  spiritual  camp,  one  of  whom  was  Leonard  Peltier. 

There  is  no  aspect  of  this  case  from  start  to  finish  (and  it  ain't 
finished  yet)  that  has  not  been  fabricated  by  the  FBI.  Today's  FBI 
is  desperately  in  need  of  cleansing  itself  of  this  terrible  chain  of 
misdeeds  and  becoming  once  again  respected  by  the  American  people 
whom  they  are  sworn  to  defend. 

Question  from  Cathy:  Do  you  think  that  this  case  will  further  the 
cause  of  indigenous  people? 

Harvey  Arden:  This  case  is  the  cause  of  indigenous  people.  Anyone 
who  would  separate  the  political  struggle  from  the  spiritual 
struggle  is  not  following  the  Indian  Way. 

Question  from  Cathy:  How  does  Leonard  feel  about  the  tremendous 
amount  of  grass  roots  support  he  has  gotten  (i.e.  e-mail  campaigns, 
etc . ) 

Harvey  Arden:  He  is  endlessly  overwhelmed  by  it  and  endlessly 
thankful  for  it.  It  is  what  has  given  him  the  strength  to  endure  the 
daily  torture  he  undergoes  from  a cruel  and  vindictive  government 
that  is  hiding  its  own  misdeeds,  not  Leonard's. 

Leonard  did  NOT  KILL  THOSE  AGENTS!  Lynn  Crooks,  the  prosecutor, 
admitted  in  federal  court  that  the  FBI  had  no  idea  who  shot  its 
agents.  The  federal  appeals  judge  in  1986  also  said  that  the  FBI  was 
"equally  responsible"  for  the  deaths  of  its  own  agents  and  advised 
the  president  at  that  time  to  give  clemency  to  Leonard  Peltier.  We 
pray  that  the  president  will  heed  that  message  13  years  later. 

Either  allow  Leonard  out  or  give  him  a new  trial.  He  would  take  the 
second  option  anytime. 

Question  from  Suyeta:  Harvey,  how  do  you  think  the  recent  CNN/Time 
piece  on  Peltier  went? 

Harvey  Arden:  I think  it  made  Leonard  look  very  bad.  The  camera 
repeatedly  focused  on  him  chewing  his  lips,  but  never  told  CNN's 
audience  that  Leonard  suffers  from  an  extremely  painful  case  of 
lockjaw.  His  upper  and  lower  jaws  are  fused  with  only  a 
one-eighth-inch  space  between  his  upper  and  lower  teeth.  He 
continually  works  his  lips  to  fight  the  terrible  feelings 
in  his  jaw.  This  is  a condition  the  bureau  of  prisons  has  repeatedly 
refused  to  allow  to  be  fixed  by  the  Mayo  clinic,  which  has  offered 
to  do  this  rare  operation.  So  to  focus  on  Leonard's  lip  movements 
repeatedly,  which  they  did,  is  like  focusing  on  Bob  Dole's  pencil  in 
hand  while  he  gives  a speech.  I wish  CNN  had  told  that. 

So  much  truth  was  left  out,  so  many  lies  were  left  in,  and  the 


words  of  the  FBI  were  never  challenged.  Yet  Leonard  was  virtually 
cross-examined.  Other  pieces  of  tape  were  inserted  in  the  discussion 
with  him.  It  was  a set  up.  He  never  went  down  to  the  agents.  Could 
he  see  them?  Not  nearly  as  well  as  CNN's  audience,  which  was  treated 
to  nearly  a dozen  shots  close  up  of  the  agents'  bodies. 

If  Leonard  was  cross-examined,  why  was  the  FBI  not  cross-examined? 
Because  their  lies  are  endless.  Leonard  was  not  lying.  He  saw  the 
agents  from  a distance,  as  would  anyone  standing  where  he  was 
because  the  landscape  is  bowl  shaped  and  the  agents  were  at  the 
bottom  of  it. 

Question  from  Squirrel:  Looks  to  me  like  it  is  finished.  Peltier 
remains  in  prison,  regardless  of  how  much  we  protest.  Regardless  of 
all  the  books,  pow  wows,  letters,  TV  specials,  whatever,  the 
bottom-line  is  - he  is  there,  right? 

Harvey  Arden:  He  is  definitely  there.  He  can  be  released  from  there 
by  the  simple  action  of  one  man.  President  William  Clinton.  He  has 
absolute  constitutional  authority  to  grant  clemency.  The  FBI  may 
state  to  him  their  opinion  but  they  had  better  not  intimidate  him. 
This  is  his  decision.  And  allowing  Leonard  to  go,  to  be  free  once 
again,  is  as  much  in  the  interest  of  the  FBI  and  the  government  as 
it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  Indian  people  who  love  Peltier  and 
share  this  land  with  us. 

So  I believe  that  he  will  be  given  clemency  and  that  every  one  of 
the  protests  of  the  last  25  years,  every  one  of  the  messages  sent  by 
millions  of  supporters,  every  one  of  the  prayers  we  sent  winging  to 
the  White  House,  that  every  one  of  those  was  well  worth  doing  and 
continues  to  be  worth  doing.  And  everyone  here  reading  these  words 
today,  the  moment  this  interview  is  over,  should  be  grabbing  his  or 
her  telephone  and  dialing  the  number  of  a friend  or  of  the  president 
to  make  your  feelings  known.  There  are  tens  and  scores  and  millions 
of  us.  We  must  raise  our  voices. 

Question  from  Suyeta:  How  is  it  that  Peltier's  companions  acted  in 
self-defense,  yet  Peltier  himself  committed  first  degree  murder? 

Harvey  Arden:  A very  good  question.  In  fact,  it  has  never  been 
demonstrated  that  there  was  a murder.  The  entire  scenario  of  someone 
coming  up  to  the  agents  and  finishing  them  off  at  close  range  is 
created  by  the  FBI  to  present  a false  picture  of  what  happened. 
Leonard  does  not  know  how  those  agents  were  killed,  only  that  he 
could  see  their  sprawled  bodies  beside  the  cars,  as  CNN's  tape 
clearly  showed,  as  anybody  would  see. 

So  it  has  never  been  demonstrated  that  there  was  a murder,  only  a 
killing.  How  could  there  be  a murder  if  the  two  people  who  were 
accused  of  it  were  acquitted  on  self-defense.  To  defend  yourself  is 
not  murder,  which  is  all  Leonard  ever  did.  He  did  not  kill  those 
agents.  There  is  not  a shred  of  evidence  to  show  it.  The  words  of 
the  FBI  agent  and  the  prosecutor  on  CNN's  recent  show  were  knowingly 
false.  This  same  prosecutor  has  admitted  in  federal  court  that  they 
do  not  know  who  killed  their  agents. 

Therefore,  how  can  they  describe  in  such  amazing  detail  how  this 
man,  Leonard  Peltier,  walked  up  with  a high  powered  rifle  to  these 
injured  agents  and  dispatched  them  at  close  range.  Where  did  they 
get  these  "facts?" 

I can  understand  their  anguish  at  the  deaths  of  their  agents.  And  I 
can  tell  you  absolutely  that  their  anguish  is  exceeded  by  Leonard's 
anguish,  because  he  never  took  part  in  any  such  execution.  And  it  is 
even  unlikely  that  any  execution  took  place  at  all.  But  whatever 
happened  to  those  two  agents  is  something  neither  the  FBI  nor 
Leonard  Peltier  knows  for  certain. 

They  may  both  have  their  ideas  about  it  but,  in  the  words  of  their 
own  prosecutor,  Lynn  Crooks,  they  don't  know  who  killed  the  agents. 
Therefore,  Leonard  Peltier  is  not  guilty  of  murder  by  any  evidence 


now  on  the  record. 


Question  from  Lorna:  Mr.  Arden,  why  not  a political  book  now? 

Harvey  Arden:  Leonard  is  delighted  that  people  like  his  book  and  his 
writing.  It  surprises  him  and  he  will  now  be  working  on  a book  about 

the  very  concept  of  imprisonment,  whether  it  is  for  the  guilty  or 

for  the  innocents.  The  title  will  be  a line  taken  from  this  present 
book,  "Even  the  Guilty  are  Human:  Meditations  on  Imprisonment  by 
Leonard  Peltier."  For  more  information  on  all  this  please  go  to 
http://www.wisdomkeepers.com.  Go  there  to  find  out  more. 

Chat  Moderator:  Thank  you,  Harvey  Arden,  for  joining  us  today. 

Harvey  Arden: Thank  you  for  your  very  perceptive  questions. 

# # # 

[Additional  Note  from  Harvey  Arden  7/9/2000]  - 

Also  definitely  check  out  http: //www.freepeltier .org  - the 
terrific  website  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  (LPDC) 

Order  Leonard's  book  & CD  from  them  - subscribe  to  the  LPDC's 
bimonthly  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse  newsletter  to  learn  things  about 
America  and  the  world  that  you  won't  read  about  in  the  Washington 
Post  or  the  New  York  Times! 

Also  - IMPORTANT!  - check  out  and  sign  petition  at 
http : //clemency_for_peltier .tripod . com 
Clemency  for  Leonard  Petier  - http://Clemency_for_Peltiers.tripod.com 

Listen  to  me! 

Listen ! 

I am  the  Indian  voice. 

Hear  me  crying  out  of  the  wind. 

Hear  me  crying  out  of  the  silence. 

I am  the  Indian  voice. 

Listen  to  Me! 

I speak  for  our  ancestors. 

They  cry  out  to  you  from  the  unstill  grave. 

I speak  for  the  children  yet  unborn. 

They  cry  out  to  you  from  the  unspoken  silence. 

I am  the  Indian  voice. 

Listen  to  me! 

I am  a chorus  of  millions. 

Hear  us! 

Our  eagle's  cry  will  not  be  stilled! 

We  are  your  own  conscience  calling  to  you. 

We  are  you  yourself 
crying  unheard  within  you. 

Let  my  unheard  voice  be  heard. 

Let  me  speak  in  my  heart  and  the  words  be  heard 

whispering  on  the  wind  to  millions, 

to  all  who  care, 

to  all  with  ears  to  hear 

and  hearts  to  beat  as  one 

with  mine. 

Put  your  ear  to  the  earth, 
and  hear  my  heart  beating  there. 

Put  your  ear  to  the  wind 
and  hear  me  speaking  there. 

We  are  the  voice  of  the  earth, 
of  the  future. 


of  the  Mystery. 


Hear  us!" 

Leonard  Peltier  - "Prison  Writings .. .My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance" 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  18  September  2000  20:55:07  -0500 
From:  "Danet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Birthday:  9/12/44  < send  Leonard  a card. 

Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Date:  Wed,  13  Sep  2000  14:45:19  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  update 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

UkiahjCalif . 

Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln,  a Covelo  man  who  was  acquitted  in  1997  of  killing 
a Mendocino  County  sheriff's  deputy,  has  been  sentenced  to  five  years  in 
state  prison  for  firing  into  two  homes  earlier  this  year  on  the  Round 
Valley  Indian  Reservation. 

Lincoln  may  be  transferred  as  soon  as  today  from  the  Mendocino  'county 
lail  to  San  Quentin  Prison,  according  to  local  jail  officials.  As  part  of 
a negotiated  agreement  with  district  Attorney  Norman  Vroman's  office. 
Lincoln  in  Duly  entered  a guilty  plea  to  one  felony  charge  of  discharging 
a firearm  into  an  inhabited  dwelling  on  March  21.  wo  other  felony  charges 
were  dismissed  at  the  time. 

On  Monday,  superior  Court  Dudge  Doseph  Orr  rejected  pleas  by  defense 
lawyers  and  supporters  that  the  45-year-old  Lincoln  be  placed  in  a 
residential  alcohol-drug  program.  Family  members  and  friends  told  Orr  that 
since  his  1997  murder  trial  Lincoln  has  occasionally  lapsed  into  drug  use 
and  bouts  of  binge  drinking. 

Lincoln  friend,  Cindy  Pickett,  who  worked  with  former  Rep.  Dan  Hamburg, 
D-Ukiah,  and  others  during  the  1997  murder  trial  to  turn  the  Round  Valley 
native  into  a symbol  of  the  Indian  rights  movement,  said  Tuesday  that 
Lincoln  has  faced  "incredible  pressures"  since  then. 

"What  do  you  expect  from  someone  who  was  jailed  and  faced  the  death 
penalty  for  two  years  before  he  was  acquitted?"  said  Pickett,  who 
testified  on  Lincoln's  behalf  during  his  sentencing  hearing. 

Pickett  acknowledged  Tuesday  that  Lincoln  had  confessed  to  occasionally 
using  methamphetamines  in  addition  to  alcohol  since  his  acquittal.  "But  I 
never  saw  a pattern  of  violence  associated  with  that,"  she  said. 

"He's  a classic  case  of  someone  who  should  undergo  rehabilitation  rather 
than  serving  time  in  prison""  said  Pickett. 

Dudge  Orr  told  Pickett  and  others  Monday  that  he  felt  a five-year  prison 
term  was  appropriate  given  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  March 


shooting  incident.  Lincoln  admitted  firing  bullets  from  a shotgun  into  the 
homes  of  a cousin,  Pat  Lincoln,  and  reservation  resident  Michael  Pena.  No 
one  was  injured,  but  one  of  the  bullets  reportedly  lodged  in  the  bedroom 
of  a sleeping  12-year-old  girl. 

Pickett  said  Tuesday  that  even  after  his  last  acquittal,  Lincoln  seemed 
haunted  by  "what  happened  that  night.  I don't  know  if  any  of  us  can 
understand  what  he  went  through" 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640399,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : Rustywire:  May  I Walk  in  Beauty"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Aug  2000  14:45:25  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Sub j : Shi  Nah  Shaa-may  I walk  in  beauty  she  said... 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

It  was  a long  time  ago  and  there  was  a child,  a little  Navajo  girl, 
her  name  was  Althabah.  She  lost  her  parents  somehow  at  Fort  Wingate, 
Bear  Springs  what  we  call  Shush-Bi-Toh  in  Navajo.  It  means  Bear 
Springs.  There  was  a Fort  there  with  cavalry  soldiers. 

Some  say  she  came  from  around  Round  Top,  someplace  south  of  Canyon  De 
Chelly,  when  she  was  ten.  Kit  Carson  who  was  hired  by  the  Army  to  bring 
the  Navajos  in  went  to  the  stronghold.  Canyon  De  Chelly  and  in  that 
maze  of  canyons  the  Navajo  People  hid  raising  their  livestock,  corn  and 
fruit  trees.  The  cavalry  came  into  the  canyon  and  burned  everything 
they  found,  houses  we  call  hogans,  cornfields  and  fruit  trees.  This  was 
done  to  make  the  people  hungry  and  make  them  come  into  the  cavalry  at 
Fort  Defiance  and  Fort  Wingate. 

It  was  during  this  time  of  trouble  this  little  girl,  Althabah  became 
seperated  from  her  parents.  Some  people  went  North  to  Navajo  Mountain, 
others  went  west  to  Hopiland  and  others  who  did  not  have  anything  ate 
pinons,  wild  onions,  and  other  plants  but  it  was  not  enough.  She  was 
one  of  these  and  ended  up  at  Fort  Wingate.  Her  feet  were  bare  and 
clothes  ragged.  When  she  got  there  she  was  placed  in  a wagon  train  and 


moved  like  a caravan  to  a place  called  Fort  Sumner  in  Southeastern  New 
Mexico.  Since  she  was  small,  she  walked  alongside  the  wagons  and  during 
this  time  some  of  those  who  walked  did  not  make  it. 

When  she  got  there  she  found  there  were  a large  number  of  people,  her 
own  Navajo  People  there.  They  were  told  they  would  have  to  stay  in  this 
place  along  the  river  there.  They  received  some  food  from  the  soldiers 
each  month,  and  tried  to  plant  but  the  ground  was  too  hard  and  not 
fertile.  Nothing  would  grow  very  well. 

It  was  during  this  time  she  learned  about  the  different  clans,  the 
origins  of  her  people  about  the  places  she  did  not  know,  places  like 
Dinnebito,  Navajo  Water,  about  Toh  hah  jah  lee,  about  the  place  where 
water  runs  like  fingers  across  the  land  which  we  call  Kayenta.  She 
learned  about  the  names  of  the  stars,  the  songs  of  mothers,  about  how 
clothes  were  made  and  rugs. 

Some  say  the  song  Shi  Nah  Shaa  came  from  this  place,  it  is  a song  of 
walking  in  beauty,  that  where  you  walk  it  would  be  beautiful  that 
walking  in  your  own  shoes  on  a beautiful  land,  it  was  about  all  the 
places  the  people  knew  about  growing  up  and  now  they  were  far  away.  It 
is  a song  about  longing  and  missing  home.  These  are  the  things  they 
talked  about  and  she  learned  these  things. 

After  what  seemed  a long  time  the  leaders  spoke  with  the  cavalry 
wanting  to  find  a way  to  return  to  their  home  land,  within  the  Four 
Sacred  Mountains.  It  was  during  such  a time  that  Navajo  People  spoke 
about  the  soldiers  letting  them  go  from  there,  the  words  came  from 
Washing-don-,  how  we  call  the  US  Government. 

Since  she  was  an  orphan  she  was  poorest  of  the  poor  wearing  gov't  cast 
offs  and  found  herself  working  for  different  Navajo  families  and  groups 
trying  to  survive.  It  was  during  this  time  she  learned  to  understand 
the  white  man's  way  of  speaking  that  it  put  the  words  behind  her  way  of 
talking. 

There  was  talk  about  the  Navajo  People  being  able  to  go  home,  so  much 
so  that  people  were  packing  their  things.  The  word  came  around  to 
everyone  that  they  would  be  able  to  leave  in  the  next  few  days.  Somehow 
no  one  could  sleep,  not  any  baby,  or  old  man  or  lady,  not  even  the 
young  people.  Somehow  as  if  by  magic,  the  whole  camp  moved  by  itself 
during  the  night  to  West  of  the  river.  This  was  because  the  people  were 
excited . 

The  next  day  they  were  told  they  could  return  home,  and  it  was  if  the 
whole  of  them  were  lifted  by  the  wind  and  they  walked  every  way  they 
could.  It  was  during  this  time  she  saw  a light  come  to  the  eyes  of  the 
people  and  they  began  to  sing  old  songs  and  walk  with  sore  feet  and 
hunger  found  them  with  spirit  in  their  bodies  and  did  not  stop  them. 

It  was  a day  not  unlike  today,  she  found  herself  helping  the  old  folks 
with  the  few  things  they  carried.  Some  of  them  had  managed  to  store 
away,  little  bits  of  corn  pollen  from  long  ago  and  when  they  crossed 
the  highland  they  could  see  the  tip  of  a peak  to  the  West,  it  was  small 
on  the  horizon.  The  old  people  spoke  quietly,  what  mountain  is  that, 
they  talked  for  bit  and  someone  said,  is  that  our  mountain,  one  of  our 
Sacred  Mountains.  The  word  came  from  up  ahead  it  is  so,  it  is  what  we 
call  Mount  Taylor  today. 

The  old  ladies  fell  to  the  ground  and  cried  because  they  were  so  glad 
to  see  it  there  in  the  distance.  And  in  the  way  of  our  people  they  took 
a little  corn  pollen  and  blessed  the  land,  and  themselves  and  gave 
thanks  that  they  could  see  their  own  country. 

This  young  girl  saw  this  with  her  own  eyes  and  cried  for  it  was  such  a 
lovely  site.  She  cried  because  she  had  lost  everything,  her  home,  her 
family,  been  taken  from  her  land  and  moved  far  away  and  endured  many 
hardships . 

She  returned  home,  to  live,  to  grow  and  find  a place  in  the  sun  within 
these  Four  Sacred  Mountains,  she  learned  about  Lechee,  Grand  Falls, 
Dinnebito,  Sweetwater,  Dennehotso,  Pueblo  Pintado,  Nageezi,  Flerfano, 
Ganado,  because  she  was  one  our  grandmothers  from  those  days  and  spoke 
to  her  children  about  how  it  was. 

That  our  children  are  Dine,  that  this  land  is  called  Dinetah  and  we 
have  stories  about  all  these  places  and  how  we  came  go  be  here  and  it 


is  our  home,  and  there  is  no  place  quite  like  it  and  so  we  go  on  and 
survive  despite  hardships. 

Sometimes  life  is  hard  and  we  have  to  suffer,  and  we  have  to  be  strong 
to  do  such  things  but  we  have  that  thing  in  us  to  endure,  to  hope  and 
to  go  on  and  that  is  a little  bit  about  who  we  call  those  people,  the 

Navajo Dine. 

navajo  spaceships 

rustywire 

www . geocities . com/ rustywire 

- "RE:  Poem:  Farewell  to  Butterflies"  

Date:  Wed,  21  Dun  2000  15:12:21  -0500 
From:  "lohn  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : New  Poem  - Farewell  to  Butterflies 

Farewell  to  Butterflies 

Once  there  was, 

A beloved  medicine  woman. 

Who  searched  for. 

Healing  plants. 

She  tried, 

A new  one  there. 

And  fell  to  earth. 

To  move  no  more. 

Creator  reached  out. 

To  where  she  lay. 

And  turned  her  self. 

To  butterflies. 

To  these  days. 

When  the  people. 

See  them  there. 

She  still  brings  joy. 

Now  we  have. 

Scientists  who  think. 

They  have  better  ways. 

For  all  things. 

What  they  do  not  have. 

Is  Creator's  blessings. 

What  they  do  not  have. 

Is  a loving  hand. 

What  they  bring. 

Is  more  money. 

And  death 

To  beauty  and  memory. 

Of  jewels  with  wings. 

John  Berry,  Oklahoma,  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  18  September  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  September  24-30 


KEPAKEMAPA 
September 
Mahoe  Hope 

24 

Fly  with  me  to  the  high  aerie  of  dreams. 

25 

Take  time  to  hear  the  voices  of  children. 

26 

A symphony  of  birds  sings  together  in  the  trees  just  before  sunset. 

27 

Conquer  fear;  do  not  let  fear  conquer  you. 

28 

If  you  want  to  succeed,  ...  you  must  first  try. 

29 

Creativity  is  the  key  to  success  in  every  endeavor. 

30 

All  changes  in  life,  whether  we  perceive  them  to  be  good  or  bad,  hold 
the  seeds  for  a greater  good  in  the  future. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Navajo  Woman  to  join  Hall  of  Fame"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Aug  2000  23:12:54  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Navajo  woman  to  join  hall  of  fame  (Fwd) 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rticles/0824anne25 . html 

Navajo  woman  to  join  hall  of  fame 
The  Arizona  Republic 
August  24,  2000 

Legendary  Navajo  Annie  Dodge  Wauneka,  who  trail-blazed  male-dominated 
political  turf  as  a member  of  the  Navajo  Nation  Council  in  the  1950s,  will 
be  inducted  into  the  National  Women  Hall  of  Fame  in  October,  along  with  U. 

S.  Attorney  General  lanet  Reno. 

Wauneka,  who  died  in  1997  at  age  87,  will  be  the  fourth  Native  American 
woman  to  be  honored  as  such.  The  Navajo  Nation  plans  to  hold  a special 
luncheon  in  memory  of  Wauneka  today  in  Window  Rock. 

"It  tells  us  Annie  was  a great  Navajo  leader,"  said  Marie  Singer  Begay, 
program  director  of  Office  of  Navajo  Women  and  Families.  "She  volunteered 
to  help  a lot  of  Navajo  people.  She  went  from  hogan  to  hogan  and  told 
people  to  care  for  themselves." 

The  daughter  of  first  Navajo  chairman  Chee  Dodge  was  known  for  her 
feisty  battles  with  colleagues  over  political  issues  and  her  lectures 
about  how  lethal  procrastination  can  be.  Above  all,  she  is  known  as  a 
health  crusader.  Because  of  her,  sanitized  water  arrived  via  Public  Health 
Service  on  Navajo  land. 

Wauneka,  who  received  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom  in  1963,  also 
educated  her  people  about  hygiene  and  tuberculosis,  once  a silent  killer 
among  Navajos. 

The  National  Women  Hall  of  Fame,  a 31-year-old  organization  in  Seneca 
Falls,  N.Y.,  has  inducted  157  women.  Its  goal  is  to  recognize  great 
American  women. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  17  September  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sfsu .edu> 

Sub  j : California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey.cc.ca.us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  5 Apr  2000  06:48:22  -0500 
From:  "avalon  bruce"  <avalonb@nwol . net> 

Sub j : TPRC  Powwow 

tprc  (trans  pecos  renewal  center,  inc.,  a 501  c 3 non  profit)  is  holding 
a pow  wow  in  Odessa,  tx  sept  30-oct  1,  this  fall,  it's  free  to  the  public, 
Harley  Tall  Chief  is  head  man  dancer,  we're  inviting  two  drums 
(northern  & southern) 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 


November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 
Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 
Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Derry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Sub j : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www. hamiltonchamber .org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber .org 

Web -site : http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Thu,  22  Dun  2000  11:09:14  -0500 
From:  "Karen  Cooper"  <kcooper@uabmc . edu> 

Sub j : Pow-wow  announcement 

Please  include  our  pow-wow  in  your  listing.  Thank  you,  Karen 
Honor  the  Children  Pow-wow 
September  29-October  1,  2000 
At  Dora  City  Park  in  Dora,  Alabama 

This  is  located  on  Sharon  Blvd/County  Road  81  off  Highway  78W, 
approximately  26  miles  NW  of  Birmingham  and  11  miles  from  Dasper 
Event  is  a Gold  Award  project  for  2 members  of  Native  American  Girl 
Scout  Troop  389.  This  will  be  a traditional  intertribal  pow-wow  with 
Children's  Day  activities  planned  for  Friday  from  10  AM  to  2 PM. 

Opening  cermony  will  be  on  Friday  at  6:30  PM,  Grand  Entry  on  Saturday 
at  10:30  AM  and  Sunday  at  1 PM. 

Headman:  Gary  Thunderwolf  (Cherokee); 

Headlady:  Dackie  Ravenheart  Saeger  (Cherokee); 

Arena  Directors:  Corey  Colburn/  Little  Hawk  (Cherokee); 


MC:  Tony  Dennings;  Host  Drum:  Our  Brothers  Drum; 

Prayer  Circle:  David  Firewalker  Bushyhead/Paul  Whitehawk; 

25  vendors  by  invitation  only. 

All  traditional  drums  and  dancer  are  welcome. 

Free  primitive  camping  for  all  dancers,  drums,  and  invited  vendors. 

Admission  is  $3  for  adults,  $1  for  Seniors  and  Students,  free  to  those 
under  5 years.  This  is  not  a contest  pow-wow,  only  exhibition  and 
intertribal  dancing.  Dancers  are  encouraged  to  pay  a one  time  registration 
fee  of  $3.  this  entitles  dancer  to  meal  tickets  and  number  to  be  placed  on 
regalia.  If  dancer  is  in  Circle  when  MC  calls  number,  then  dancer  wins  a 
prize . 

If  any  questions  or  additional  information  is  needed  please  contact  Troop 
advisor  Karen  Cooper  at  205-648-2529  or  kcooper@uabmc.edu 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
ISSN:  0300-6565 

American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 


SEPTEMBER  2000 

20- 22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,000  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  663-2313  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email:  3FLMW@aol.com 

21- 24  28th  National  Indian  Days.  White  Swan  Pavilion,  White  Swan, 
Washington  Info:  (509)865-5121  ext.  274 

22- 24  10th  Casino  Morongo  Powwow.  Casino  Grounds,  Cabazon,  CA 
Info:  (909)849-3080  ext.  274 

22-24  2nd  Celebration  of  Sobriety.  HTE  Powwow  Grounds,  Hayward,  WI 
Info:  (715)634-5806 

22-24  Grand  Bois  Intertribal  Powwow.  Grand  Bois  State  Park, 

Bourg,  LA.  Info:  (504)  594-1068, 

22-24  5th  Annual  Blanchard  Indian  Pow  Wow.  Millstream  Fairgrounds 
East  Sandusky  St.  Findlay,  Ohio. Traders  by  invitation.  Info:  Billy 
Nelson  (419)  423-8194  or  Dawn  La  Roche  E-  Mail: 
dawncoyote@webtv.net 

22-24  6th  Annual  Council  Tree  Powwow.  Confluence  Park,  Delta, 
Colorado.  $23,000  prize  money,  19  Traditional  Dance  Categories, 
Drum  Contest  $1000  1st.  place;  Miss  Indian  Colorado  xiv  Pageant. 
Info:  Wilma  or  Glenna  1-800-874-1741  or  counciltree@doci.net  or 
visit  www.counciltreepowwow.org 

23  Wood  Lake  Powwow  sponsored  by  The  Northern  Hoop  and  LaSalle 
Council  Camp  Masters.  South  of  Dones,  Mich,  on  M40.  Info:  (616) 
663-5665  or  email:  woodlakepowwow@cs.com 


23  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23-24  Mountain  in  the  Sky  Powwow.  Belleayre  Ski  Center, 

Highmount,  NY.  Info:  ( 914)  254-5782. 

23-24  South  Celebration  Powwow.  Oakes  Filed,  South  Charleston,  WV 
Info:  (800)238-9488 

23-24  Blanchard  Powwow.  Fair  Grounds,  Findlay,  OH  Info: 

(419)423-8194 

23-24  25th  Indian  Festival.  DeSoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL 
Info:  (205)378-7252 

23  American  Indian  Days  Celebration.  St.  Joseph  Indian  School, 
Chamberlain,  SD  Info:  (605)734-3300 

23-24  Northeastern  Powwow.  Roy  Wilkins  Park,  Jamaica,  NY 
Info: (516)226-5306  or  (718)978-7200 

23-24  7th  Annual  Powwow  by  the  Sea.  Memorial  Coliseum,  Corpus 
Christi,  TX.  Info:  (361)  883-9980. 

23  Northern  Plains  Powwow.  Elmond  Center,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  Info: 
(800)658-4797 

23-24  15th  Annual  Powwow.  McIntosh  Reserve,  Whitesburg,  GA.  Info: 
powwowdcr@aol . com 

23-24  7th  Corpus  Christi  Christi  Intertribal.  Memorial  Colisium, 

Corpus  Christi,  TX  Info:  (361)883-9980  or  (361)  643-0399 

29  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek  Commeration.  Tribal  Grounds,  Mt.  Vernon, 

AL  Info:  (334)829-5500 

30  First  Annual  T.P.R.C.  Benefit  Powwow.  Odessa  College  Sports 
Arena,  Odessa  College,  Odessa,  TX.  Info:  (915)  536-2415. 
avalonb@nwol .net;  http : //tprc . free servers . com 

29-Oct  1 Powwow.  Irvine  McDowell  Park,  Richmond,  KY 

29-Oct  1 3rd  Annual  Lenape  Tears  Powwow.  McCall&#8217; s Farm,  Route  443, 
Lehighton,  PA.  Info:  (570)  788-3330.  qthawk@csrlink.net 

29- Oct  1 6th  Annual  Spirits  Powwow.  Spirits  in  the  Oaks,  Joslin, 

IL  Info:  (309)944-3894  or  (309)887-4831 

30- Oct  1 Honor  White  Wolf  Powwow.  Town  Hall,  Dighton,  MA  Info: 
(508)880-6887 

30-Oct  1 6th  Annual  Waimea  Powwow.  Waimea  Ballpark,  Hawaii  (Big 
Island),  HI.  Info:  (808)  885-5569. 

30-Oct  7 The  Chickasaw  Indian  Festival.  Tishomingo,  Oklahoma. 

Expected  attendance  is  40,000.  Contact  Janet  Reed  at 
1-580-371-2040  or  you  may  use  this  e mail  address  for  forwarding 
barsue@brightok. net 

30-Oct  1 Northeastern  Native  American  Memorial  Powwow.  Roy 
Wilkin&#8217; s Park,  Jamaica,  Queens,  NY.  Info:  (718)  978-7057  or  (516) 
226-5306. 

OCTOBER  2000 

6-7  First  Annual  Save  the  Land  Foundation  Festival,  Volusia  County 
Fair  Grounds  Rt.44  Deland,  FI.  Info.  904-441-8005  (Dale  Woodfin.) 

6-8  14th  Annual  Black  Hills  Powwow  & Arts  Expo,  the  Rushmore  Plaza 
Civic  Center,  Rapid  City,  SD.  Info:  (605)  341-0925. 
bhpowwow@rapidnet . com,  www. rapid net . com/~bh powwow 
6-8  Red  Crow  Powwow.  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY. 

6-8  10TH  Annual  Heritage  Powwow.  Traditional  Indian  Dance, 

Cahokia  Mounds  Historic  Site,  Collinsville,  Illinois 
Contact-Lowell  Davis  217-688-2442 

6-8  7th  Annual  Grand  Celebration.  Grand  Casino  Coushatta.  Kinder, 

LA.  Info:  1-800-584-7263  ext  7676 

6-8  Rainbow  Dancers  Powwow.  Buffalo  Ranch,  Farmer  City,  IL.  Info: 

(309)  968-6848  or  walkhawk2@ntslink.net 

7 Traditions  in  the  Making  Powwow.  Millard  County  Fair  Building, 

Delta,  UT.  Info:  (435)  864-2400.  email:  helena@gavtron.com  or 
visit : www.traditionsinthemaking.com 

7 2nd  Annual  Miss  Inidna  Teen  World  2000  Powwow.  Fort  Mcdowell 
Indian  Reservation,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ.  Info: 
mourningstar@uswest . net 

7 3rd  Annual  American  Indian  Festival.  Homewood  Park,  near 
Birmingham,  AL.  Info:  (205)  870-1095. 


7 Second  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Day  in  New  York 
City-Madison  Avenue.  One  Day  Only! ! ! Info:  Chief  Red  Deer  -212 
666-9478  or  718  292-1519  or  516  292-9447. 

7-8  9th  Annual  Chukchansi  Celebration  Powwow.  46575  RD  417, 

Coarsegold,  CA.  Info:  (559)  683-6633. 

7-8  26th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Thomas  Square,  Donwtown 
Honolulu,  HI.  Info:  (808)  734-5171. 

7-8  10th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Day  of  the  Wolf.  Nelson  Cty 
Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY.  Info:  (502)  348-0425  or  email: 
bryant@bardstown . com 

13- 15  2000  Clarksville  Area  Powwow  &#8220jHonor  the  Ancestors&#8221; . Outside 
Port  Royal  State  Park,  50  NE  of  Nashville,  TN  (exit  11,  1-24 

west).  Info:  (931)  326-5837  or  nccircle@webmail.bellsouth.net 

14- 15  Kauai  Powwow  2000.  Kapaa  Beach  Park,  Kapaa,  HI.  Info:  (808) 

335-8588. 

14-15  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Veteans  Powwow. 

Honoring  All  Veteans.  Railroad  Museum  Park,  Fort  Payne,  AL.  Info: 

Herry  Lang  (256)  492-5217. 

14-15  American  Indian  Gathering  - Year  of  the  Children.  College 
Dome,  Community  College  of  Beaver  Cty,  Monaca,  PA.  Info:  (724) 

774-9098. 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow  Honoring  Our  Yourth  of  the 
Peter  Skene  Odgen  Community  School,  100  Mile  House,  British 
Columbia,  Canada.  Info:  John  Archie  at : 1-250-395-2461  ext. 213  or 
email  brave_26@yahoo.com 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow,  Peter  Skene  Ogden&#8217j s Gathering 
Our  Dancers.  100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Info: 
www.genocities.com/brave_26/pow-wow.html  or  phone  (250)  395-2461 
ext  213. 

20-22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,00  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org. 

20- 22  Powwow  at  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Union,  KY 

21  Texas  Lumbee  Powwow.  Hearne  East  Side  Park,  Hearne,  TX.  Info: 

Alleen  Perkins  (979)  828-4977. 

21- 22  3rd  Annual  Octoraro  Native  American  Fall  Festival.  Camp 
John  Ware,  Southern  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Info:  Harry  (717) 

284-3427. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 

GA.  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 

961-5567. 

3- 5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 

Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 

TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www . ties . I<12 . mn . us/~raygor /powwow/ pwinfo . html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 

994-4882. 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 

757-2085. 

10- 12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 

Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 20  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 


PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
Dackson.  Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  Prairie  Winds  Powwow.  Bartle  Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  (913) 
768-4798 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 
(253)-596-1139. 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-Dan  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-Dan  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
DUNE  2001 

2-3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 
National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

SEPTEMBER  & OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Sept.  23-24:  September  Indian  Fest,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  Childersburg,  AL. 
This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  there  will  be  demonstration  dances,  story 
telling,  etc.  Vendors  are  not  limited  to  Native  American  arts  & crafts. 
Hours:  9am  - 5:30pm.  Info:  Doe  Beckham,  Desoto  Caverns  Park,  5181  Desoto 
Caverns  Pkwy.,  Childersburg,  AL  35044  (800)  933-2283. 

Sept.  29:  MOWA  Choctaw  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival  & Annual  Re-enactment  of 
the  Treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  at  the  MOWA  Reservation,  1080  West  Red 
Fox  Road,  Mount  Vernon,  AL.  Info:  Todd  Dohnston,  Route  1,  Box  390-D, 
McIntosh,  AL  36560  (334)  944-2789. 

Sept.  30-Oct.  1:  The  Eagle's  Message  Pow  Wow,  at  the  Limestone  County 
Sheriffs  Rodeo  Arena,  Hwy.  99,  Athens,  AL.  HD:  Red  Hawk  Singers;  MC:  Dohn 
Smith  & Ronnie  Ray.  Admission:  $3.00  - adults,  $2.00  Seniors  over  55  & 
children  ages  6-12,  free  for  children  under  6.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 7pm; 
Sunday,  10am  - 5pm.  Info:  Marie  Hill  (256)  729-1968  or  Dudy  Southard,  29721 
Easter  Ferry  Road,  Lester,  AL  35647. 


Oct.  4-7:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  at  Moundville  Archaeological 


Park,  Hwy.  69,  Moundville,  AL.  Hours:  Wednesday  thru  Friday,  9am  -4pm; 
Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Kirk  Lueg,  Box  870340,  Moundville,  AL  35487-0340 
(205)  348-2136. 

Oct.  6-7:  36th  Annual  Boaz  Harvest  Festival  & 3rd  Annual  Pow  Wow,  on  the 
corner  lot  between  Billy  Blvd.  & Hwy.  205,  in  front  of  1st  Baptist  Church  in 
Boaz,  AL.  Free  admission.  GE  at  9am  each  day,  bonfire  at  7pm  Saturday.  HM: 
Running  Horse  Spirit;  HL:  Sherry  Crabtree;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  AD:  Gary 
Redwolf;  ST:  MoonShadow;  HD:  TBA.  Special  guests:  recording  artist  Dave 
"White  Wolf"  Trezak;  championship  bow  maker  limmy  Taylor.  Demonstrations  of 
flint  knapping  & coil  pottery  making,  Indian  arts  & crafts,  flute  music,  fry 
bread,  etc.  Info:  Morrisons  (256)  593-7336,  McAllisters  (256)  881-8020,  or 
Williamsons  (256)  582-0014. 

Oct.  7:  3rd  Annual  Homewood  Indian  Festival,  at  Homewood  Park,  corner  of 
Oxmoor  Road  & Central  Avenue,  Homewood,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 6pm.  Free 
admission.  In  case  of  rain,  the  event  will  be  held  inside  the  Recreation 
Center  at  the  park.  All  intertribal  dancers  invited.  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence;  HL:  Raven  Woods;  ST:  Two  Dogs;  MC:  3im  Standing 
Fox.  Info:  (205)  870-1095  fram  10am  - 7pm,  M-F. 

Oct.  15-16:  Festival  of  the  Singing  Rivers,  McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL. 
This  festival  celebrates  & teaches  the  culture  & history  of  Native  Americans 
through  arts  & crafts,  story  telling  & hands-on  demonstrations.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  Info: 
Florence/Lauderdale  Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35650  (256) 
740-4141. 

Oct.  14-15:  8th  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow  & Festival, 
at  Union  Park  in  Fort  Payne,  AL.  This  event  is  open  to  all  Veterans.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  9am  - 5pm.  MC:  Gary  Smith  Info:  Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum, 

PO  Box  681420,  Ft.  Payne,  AL  35968  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  21:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park,  3101 
Burritt  Dr.,  Huntsville,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of 
Native  American  traditions  & lifeways,  including  hands-on  demonstrations  & 
Kids  Korner  activities.  Hours:  10am  - 4pm.  Info:  jeff  Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  21-22:  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Wetumpka,  AL.  See 
Sept.  16-17  listing  for  details.  Info:  Ned  lenkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Iackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  Dudi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


- — "RE:  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Sep  2000  09:14:44  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Sept  18-22 

2)  Our  Heroes  are  Often  Called  Bandits 

3)  3oy  Harjo  on  New  Letters 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  loanne  Shenandoah 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Sept  18-22 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 9/18:  Music  Maker:  Chester  Knight  and  the  Wind: 


The  forecast  calls  for  a strong  northern  current  blowing  in  from  Muskoday 
First  Nations  of  Saskatchewan.  This  high  pressure  system  recently  swept  up 
the  2000  Duno  Award  for  Best  Music  of  Aboriginal  Canada,  loin  us  for  our 
Music  Maker  of  the  Month  edition  featuring  Chester  Knight  and  the  Wind, 
winner  of  the  first  annual  Canadian  Aboriginal  Music  Award  for  Best  Group. 

TUE  - 9/19:  Anti-Drug  Campaign  in  Native  America: 

The  White  House  Office  of  National  Drug  Control  Policy  has  invested  over  $3 
million  to  reach  Native-specific  audiences  with  anti-drug  messages.  They 
have  launched  a national  media  campaign  using  radio  and  print  ads.  This 
campaign  is  in  response  to  new  statistics  that  show  that  drug  use  among 
Native  youth  is  rising  despite  overall  reductions  by  U.S.  youth  in  general. 
Guests  include  lennifer  Bishop  with  the  National  Youth  & Drug  Media  Campaign. 
WED  - 9/20:  Aboriginal  Olympics: 

The  2000  Olympics  have  kicked  off  and  this  year's  games  are  proving  to  be 
quite  special  considering  that  more  Indigenous  nations  are  represented  and 
there  is  a state-of-the-art  design  to  the  environment-friendly  facilities. 

The  Australian  Aboriginal  peoples  have  also  found  the  Olympics  in  Sydney  to 
be  an  effective  forum  to  raise  their  cultural  issues.  Can  the  2000  Olympiad 
help  usher  in  a new  era  of  Indigenous  awareness  and  environmental 
responsibility?  Invited  guests  include  Allison  Tate  of  the  Australian-based 
Union  Aid  Workers  and  1964  Gold  Medalist  Billy  Mills. 

THU  - 9/21:  Southwest  Tribal  Leaders  Summit: 

Tribes  of  the  Southwest  such  as  the  Navajo  Nation,  the  Hopi  Nation,  the 
Zuni  Nation  and  the  Pueblos  of  New  Mexico  are  meeting  this  week  to 
determine  their  priority  issues.  Environmental  protection,  water  rights, 
off-rez  services  for  tribal  members,  and  emerging  technology  will  be  some 
of  the  topics  on  the  table.  What  will  a united  region  do  for  tribal 
communities?  Guests  include  President  Kelsey  Begaye  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
and  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  of  the  Hopi  Nation. 

FRI  - 9/22:  Diabetes 

Between  12  and  50  percent  of  Native  adults  have  diabetes  and  the  number 
seems  to  be  on  the  rise.  Native  children  also  are  being  affected  at  a high 
rate.  In  fact,  they  have  the  highest  rates  of  diabetes  in  all  youth 
populations.  Health  professionals  characterize  diabetes  as  "Serious, 
common,  costly... but  treatable."  We'll  talk  about  how  diabetes  is 
preventable  and  look  at  some  of  the  risk  factors  you  may  not  know  about  yet. 

2)  Our  Heroes  are  Often  Called  Bandits 

This  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project  talks  about  how  mainstream  history 
and  the  modern  media  have  "demonized"  or  "criminalized"  our  leaders,  role 
models  and  heroes  and  asks  the  important  questions  "what  makes  a good  role 
model?"  and  "who  are  your  heroes?" 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

3)  Hoy  Harjo  on  New  Letters 

This  week  on  New  Letters  on  the  Air:  Hoy  Harjo  talks  about  her  book  "In 
Love,  Mad,  and  War" 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

"New  Letters  on  the  Air"  runs  the  following  times 

Wednesdays  7:30pm 

Thursdays  1:30am,  7:30am 

Fridays  10:30am,  4:30pm,  10:30pm 

Saturdays  4:30am,  2:30pm 


Sundays  3:30am,  2:30pm 
Mondays  3:30am 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  Joanne  Shenandoah 

This  week,  host  Gregg  McVicar  visits  with  one  of  the  most  important  talents 
on  the  Native  scene,  Joanne  Shenandoah.  She  has  an  impressive  list  of 
albums  to  her  credit  and  was  voted  the  1998  Native  American  Female  Artist 
of  the  Year  by  the  NAMMYs,  (The  Native  American  Music  Awards).  She's  known 
for  her  collaborations  with  Robbie  Robertson,  Neil  Young  and  Willie  Nelson. 
For  more  information  go  to  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. .. contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http://www.pbs.org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program  at 
http://www.nativetelecom.org 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Debbie  Sanders, 

Susanna  Shreeve,  Sumer  W Cree,  Lauren  Sullivan,  Liz  Pollard,  John  D Berry, 
Jerrye  Franks-Smith,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  Chris  Milda,  Gary  Smith,  Lona, 

Janet  Smith,  Martha  Ture,  Harvey  Arden,  Jerrye  Franks-Smith,  Eric  Martin, 
Johnnie  Rustywire,  Paul  Pureau,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  KOLA  Newslist,  Nat-Film, 
LPDC  & Triballaw  mailing  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
http : //www. nytimes . com/ 2000/09/ 22/ nat iona 1 /22 INDX. html 
http: //www. az star net . com/public/dnews/000924PORTILLO. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"We  have  to  destroy  the  Indian  tribes  because  they  can  never  be 
integrated  into  our  society.  And  they  can't  be  integrated  because 
they  don't  understand  greed." 

General  William  Tecumseh  Sherman 

"I  am  a red  man.  If  the  Great  Spirit  had  desired  me  to  be  a white  man 
he  would  have  made  me  so  in  the  first  place.  Fie  put  in  your  heart 
certain  wishes  and  plans,  in  my  heart  he  put  other  and  different 
desires.  Each  man  is  good  in  his  sight.  It  is  not  necessary  for  Eagles 
to  be  Crows.  We  are  poor.. but  we  are  free.  No  white  man  controls  our 
footsteps.  If  we  must  die... we  die  defending  our  rights." 

Sitting  Bull,  Flunkpapa 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  - + 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


Sunday  my  half-side,  Janet,  and  I celebrated  solstice  with  our  brothers 
in  U.  S.  Prison  Atlanta.  Atlanta  is  a hard  rock  and  a soul  stealer,  so 
it  is  critical  these  men  never  be  allowed  to  believe  they  have  been 
forgotten . 

The  last  time  we  were  allowed  to  visit  I was  really  bothered  to  notice 
the  grandfather  drum  remained  silent.  Many  of  the  singers  had  been  put 
on  "bus  therapy"  (transfered  to  other  institutions),  and  other  events  in 
the  prison  walls  had  created  a general  loss  of  spirit.  Instead  of  letting 
the  drum  pick  them  back  up,  it  remained  silent. 

Some  singers  from  Augusta...  Billy  Medeiros,  Linda  Randall,  Carlos  Ortiz, 
Rosemarie  Hinnant,  and  Greg  Drew... drove  the  2 1/2  hours  to  Atlanta  to 
help  wake  the  drum  back  up.  We  placed  ocre  and  tobacco  on  it  and  with 
absolutely  beautiful  song  and  drumming  the  singers  from  Augusta  and  the 
prisoners  sent  their  praises  out.  What  a gift  it  was  to  be  part  of  this. 


Keep  the  prisoners  in  any  ironhouse  in  your  prayers.  Let  me  remind  you 


that  as  long  as  one  of  us  is  in  such  a place  we  are  all  imprisoned  by 
the  dominant  society. 


Our  traditional  justice  was  exacting  and  sometimes  very  hard,  but  we 
didn't  warehouse  people  in  iron  and  concrete  to  watch  their  spirits  be 
eaten.  Only  the  Yonega  would  find  satsifaction  in  eating  the  souls  of 
others.  Keep  all  our  imprisoned  brothers  and  sisters  in  your  hearts. 


I know  it  is  still  hot  in  the  dance  circles,  but  frost  has  already 
touched  many  places  on  Turtle  Island.  In  fact,  it  is  already  snowing 
hard  in  Montana  and  the  Dakotas.  It  is  time  to  start  thinking  how 
we  can  each  help  our  elders  make  it  through  another  winter.  I will  be 
running  a list  of  places  to  send  clothes  and  donations  again,  as  I do 
every  winter.  Please  send  suggestions...  include  where,  what  is  needed 
most,  who  the  contact  is  and  a phone  number  (which  I will  not  publish 
if  you  ask  me  not  to  - I still  need  a way  to  verify  the  listing) . 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande . net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf .lonestar.org 
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RE:  Dying  in  Indian  Country" 


Date:  Sat,  23  Sep  2000  10:45:40  -0400 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : 2020  report  9/22/2000 

ABCNEWS.com  : 20/20  Friday:  South  Dakota  Indians 
Dying  in  Indian  Country  - 

Native  Americans  Claim  Racial  Hatred  Persists  in  South  Dakota 
By  David  Fitzpatrick 
MOBRIDGE,  S.  D.,  Sept.  22 

You  hear  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again  in 
Indian  country:  If  other  minority  groups  anywhere  else  in  the  nation  are 
being  treated  as  badly  as  we  believe  we  are  being  treated  now,  public 
scrutiny  would  have  escalated  to  an  unprecedented  level. 

But  as  it  stands  today.  Native  Americans  say  they  encounter 
discrimination  and  hostility  daily  that  is  virtually  ignored.  Indian 
activists  claim  that,  in  general,  white  authorities  have  little  or  no 
interest  in  correcting  what  Native  Americans  see  as  injustice,  racism  and 
apathy  among  the  overall  population  of  the  state. 

Indeed,  even  South  Dakota's  governor,  William  Janklow,  seemed 
unconcerned.  In  the  wake  of  the  deaths  of  10  Native  Americans  throughout 
South  Dakota,  a report  was  issued  to  the  United  States  Commission  on  Civil 


Rights  revealing  that  Indians  feel  strongly  that  there  is  a dual  system  of 
justice  in  the  state  - a system  favorable  toward  whites  and  prejudiced 
against  Native  Americans.  This  belief,  the  report  said,  cannot  be  ignored 
or  lightly  dismissed.  But  asked  about  the  report.  Gov.  lanklow  responded: 

"I  don't  read  that  kind  of  garbage." 

The  case  of  Robert  Many  Horses  is  the  most  recent  example  of  the 
Native  American  belief  of  a skewed  justice  system.  The  body  of  the 
22-year-old  developmentally  disabled  Indian,  was  found  tossed  upside-down 
into  a trash  can  after  a night  of  drinking  with  four  white  teenagers. 

The  local  prosecutor  in  that  case,  Daniel  Todd,  filed  charges  against 
the  teenagers,  which  included  manslaughter  and  aggravated  assault.  He  said 
he  tried  his  best  to  find  supporting  medical  evidence  that  would  lead  to  a 
conviction  of  those  teenagers.  But  in  the  end,  he  could  not  and  the 
charges  were  dismissed  before  trial.  Additionally,  federal  officials 
declined  to  prosecute  the  death  as  a hate  crime. 

Although  Todd  said  race  had  nothing  to  do  with  how  he  prosecuted  the 
case,  Indian  activists  believe  Todd  did  not  try  nearly  hard  enough  to 
compile  evidence.  They  even  conducted  a parallel  investigation  of  their 
own,  which  they  say  showed  other  racial  incidents  involving  one  of  the 
same  teenagers  who  was  with  Robert  the  night  of  his  death.  But  they  say 
their  findings  were  ignored  by  authorities. 

20/20  Consults  Other  Experts 

Todd  had  sent  information  about  Robert's  death  to  two  local  forensic 
experts,  both  of  whom  concluded  that  Robert  died  of  alcohol  poisoning.  But 
20/20  Friday  sent  the  same  information  to  a half-dozen  forensic  experts 
around  the  country.  Some  of  them  said  it  was  possible  that  the  placement 
of  Robert  in  the  trash  can  contributed  to  his  death,  and  two  of  them, 
including  a former  medical  examiner  for  New  York  City,  had  no  doubt  it  was 
a significant  factor  in  causing  the  death. 

What  we  saw  and  heard  in  South  Dakota,  not  only  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  state  where  Robert  died,  but  also  on  reservations  across  the  state, 
was  consistent:  Every  Native  American  leader  we  interviewed  on-  or 
off-camera  believed  discrimination  was  rampant  and  a fact  of  daily  life. 

For  their  part,  the  whites  who  live  on  or  near  the  reservations  say  the 
charges  of  racism  are  overblown.  They  also  believe  that  while  Robert's 
death  was  a tragedy,  it  was  not  the  result  of  racism. 

All  in  all,  attitudes  and  perceptions  seem  to  be  hardening  on  both 
sides.  As  for  Todd,  he  says  he  is  considering  re-filing  charges  against 
the  white  teenagers,  based  principally  on  the  opinions  of  the  forensic 
experts  ABCNEWS  consulted. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 

distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed 

a prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit 

research  and  educational  purposes  only. 

lanet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http://www.owlstar.com 

"RE : Youth  Suicide  Epidemic  on  Indian  Reserves"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Sep  2000  09:05:58  EDT 
From:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Subj : Youth  Suicide  Epidemic  on  Indian  Reserves  in  Northern  Ontario 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[source:  NativeNewsj  Sat,  16  Sep  2000  11:55:51  -0700] 

September  16,  2000 

Suicide  epidemic  ravages  native  youth  on  northern  Ontario  reserves 
LOUISE  ELLIOTT 

(CP)  - A youth  suicide  epidemic  is  once  again  ravaging  northern  Ontario's 


native  communities,  with  one  of  the  worst  hit  reporting  near  nightly 
attempts  by  teenagers  as  young  as  13  and  14. 

Twenty  young  people  have  died  on  reserves  across  the  province's  north 
this  year,  Jim  Morris,  a health  adviser  to  Nishnawbe-Aski  Nation,  the 
region's  top  native  political  organization,  said  Friday. 

The  problem  is  most  serious  on  the  Pikangikum  First  Nation,  a community 
about  300  kilometres  northeast  of  Winnipeg,  which  made  national  headlines 
when  it  was  rocked  by  a wave  of  suicides  and  attempts  in  the  summer  of 
1994. 

The  six  suicides  among  teenagers  since  January  in  Pikangikum  are  only 
"the  tip  of  the  iceberg"  Chief  Peter  Quill,  said  in  an  interview  Friday 
during  a break  from  an  emergency  meeting  of  chiefs  and  crisis  workers  in 
his  troubled  community. 

"It's  a real  problem,  it's  a deep  problem,"  said  Quill,  who  was  elected 
chief  Wednesday,  replacing  Paddy  Peters,  whom  Quill  said  resigned  under 
the  strain. 

Morris  said  the  latest  spate  of  deaths  shows  an  alarming  new  trend. 

"They're  getting  younger,"  he  said,  and  more  young  girls  are  now 
committing  suicide,  including  a group  of  Pikangikum  youths  who  recently 
hanged  themselves  after  sniffing  gasoline. 

Northern  Ontario  has  the  highest  suicide  rate  in  Canada,  at  three  times 
the  national  average,  Morris  said,  and  Pikangikum,  Webequie  and  Kingfisher 
First  Nation  have  experienced  a string  of  epidemics  since  the  early  1990s. 

With  a regional  population  of  only  29,000,  20  suicides  in  the  north 
would  be  equivalent  to  more  than  2,000  suicides  in  the  city  of  Toronto 
over  the  same  period. 

Many  more  teenagers  are  trying  to  take  their  lives. 

"It's  out  of  control  at  the  moment,"  said  Arnold  Devlin,  district 
treatment  supervisor  for  Dilico  Ojibway  Child  and  Family  Services  in 
Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

A news  release  issued  Friday  called  for  help  from  all  levels  of 
government  to  address  the  "epidemic"  as  well  as  the  community's  "pain, 
sadness  and  sorrow." 

Intervention  dollars  have  put  a Band-Aid  on  the  problem,  but  suicides 
are  shooting  up  again  after  a three-year  lull,  said  Dan  Kooses,  deputy 
grand  chief  for  Nishnawbe-Aski  Nation. 

Leaders  are  now  desperately  seeking  a lasting  solution,  Kooses  said,  and 
they  are  willing  to  unearth  previously  taboo  subjects  to  do  it. 

"What's  different  is  the  chiefs  recognize  they  need  to  start  doing 
prevention  by  attacking  the  underlying  issues,  such  as  sexual  abuse," 
Kooses  said.  "It's  a major  step  forward." 

The  meeting  also  pointed  to  several  other  causes  of  youth  suicide  in 
isolated  communities,  including  family  breakdown,  loss  of  culture  and 
parental  addiction. 

Quill  cited  a lack  of  resources  and  crowded  reserve  conditions  as 
factors  in  the  current  crisis. 

"We  only  have  2 square  miles  of  land.  If  you  cram  all  the  people  into  a 
place  like  that  and  you've  got  no  school,  no  facilities,  no  gymnasium,  no 
drop-in  centre,  nothing  to  do,  young  people  (become  very  frustrated),"  he 
said . 

In  recent  months,  volunteer  youth  patrollers  have  kept  a vigil  on  the 
roads  and  footpaths  of  Pikangikum,  trying  to  prevent  the  suicide  attempts 
which  take  place  almost  every  night.  Quill  said. 

Last  week  there  was  only  one  night  no  one  attempted  suicide,  he  said. 

"There's  lots  of  fear,  people  are  always  on  the  edge,  afraid  to  answer 
the  phone  in  case  someone  they  know  has  committed  suicide,"  Morris  said. 

In  1994,  six  Pikangikum  youth  killed  themselves  and  dozens  more  were 
airlifted  from  the  community  to  solvent-abuse  treatment  programs. 

That  crisis  led  to  a renewed  infusion  of  counsellors,  government  dollars 
and  a massive  region-wide  volunteer  effort. 

But  Morris  said  the  youth  patrol  and  front-line  workers  are  exhausted 
and  more  dollars  are  needed  to  fight  the  effects  of  living  in  "Third  World 
conditions . " 


Northern  Ontario  First  Nations  currently  receive  about  $2  million  for 
mental-health  workers,  which  translates  into  about  $30,000  to  $50,000  for 
each  community  each  year  for  prevention  staff,  Morris  said. 

"It's  not  enough  because  the  staff  is  burned  out,"  he  said.  "The 
pressure  is  constant." 

Kooses  also  stressed  the  need  for  outside  help. 

"Communities  are  starting  to  get  serious  about  suicide  prevention,  but 
they  are  going  to  need  outside  help  - lots  of  it." 

There  have  been  204  suicides  on  northern  Ontario  reserves  since  1990, 
Morris  said. 

[In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only.] 

<+>=<+> 

KOLA  Information:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/index.htm 

KOLA  Petitions:  http : //kola-hq . hypermart . net 

KOLA  Greeting  Cards:  http://users. skynet.be/kola/cards.htm 

"RE : Hilton  Humanitarian  Prize"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Sep  2000  01:03:29  -0700 
From:  redorman@theofficenet . com 
Subj : Hilton  Humanitarian  Prize 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Stuart  M Leiderman  <leidermn@cisunix.unh.edu> 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

Dear  Group:  There  are  only  a few  projects  worldwide  about  which  I am 
personally  familiar  that  would  be  good  candidates  for  this 
million-dollar  prize .. .Voices  in  the  Wilderness'  work  in  Iraq,  BRA  and 
other's  work  with  Haitian  exiles  in  the  Dominican  Republic,  and  of 
course  everyone  in  the  Black  Mesa  movement ...  not  just  those  working  with 
resisters  but  everyone  trying  to  repair  the  damages  of  Big  Coal  and 
Divisive  Government.  'want  to  try  to  win  this  one?  just  let  me  know 
and  we'll  get  organized.  'first  thing  to  do  is  pull  together  a 
comprehensive  cast  of  characters  and  a chronology  that  describes  who's 
done  what,  where,  when  and  how,  and  to  what  end.  I expect  there  are 
dozens  of  organizations  and  upwards  to  hundreds  of  artists,  lawyers, 
teachers,  scientists,  religious  and  political  leaders,  etc.,  and  upwards 
to  thousands  of  volunteers  over  the  years,  a million  dollars  would  go  a 
long  way  towards  an  alternate  future,  don't  you  think? 
thanks  and  best  wishes, 

Stuart  Leiderman 

p.s.  all  our  proposed  talks  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Geological 
Society  of  America,  in  Reno,  November  14,  were  approved,  please  let  me 
hear  from  you  if  you  want  to  attend,  thanks. 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Fri,  15  Sep  2000  13:14:27-0700  (PDT) 

From:  Center  for  Civil  Society  International  <ccsi@u. Washington. edu> 

The  Conrad  N.  Hilton  Foundation  invites  nominations  for  the  2001  Hilton 
Humanitarian  Prize.  They  are  seeking  an  organization  that  has  made 
extraordinary  contributions  toward  alleviating  human  suffering  anywhere 
in  the  world. 

The  $1  million  (U.S.)  prize,  the  world's  largest  humanitarian  award,  is 
presented  annually  to  an  established  nonprofit,  charitable  or 
non-governmental  organization.  The  prize  is  not  a grant,  based  on 
future  goals,  but  an  award  for  recent  and  historic  accomplishments.  An 
independent  international  panel  of  jurors  will  make  the  final  selection; 
the  award  will  be  announced  in  fall  2001. 

Nomination  packets  are  available  now.  Nominations  must  be  received  or 
postmarked  by  December  15,  2000.  Contact:  Conrad  N.  Hilton  Foundation, 


Hilton  Humanitarian  Prize,  10100  Santa  Monica  Boulevard,  Suite  1000,  Los 
Angeles,  California  90067-4011,  USA.  Telephone:  (310)  556-4694  Fax: 
(310)  556-8130  E-mail:  prize@hiltonfoundation.org. 


CivilSoc  is  a service  provided  to  more  than  1,700  subscribers  worldwide 
by  Center  for  Civil  Society  International  in  association  with  Friends  & 
Partners.  For  more  information  about  civic  initiatives  in  Eurasia, 
please  go  to:  http://www.friends-partners.org/ccsi/  CivilSoc  archives: 
http : //www.f riends- partners . org/~cc si/archives . htm 

There  are  no  restrictions  on  copying  messages.  However,  if  you  do  so, 
please  credit  Center  for  Civil  Society  International,  or  CCSI,  as  the 
source . 

CivilSoc  mailing  list  CivilSoc@friends-partners.org 

http : //fpmail .friends -partners . org/mailman /list inf o. cgi/ civilsoc 


Stuart  M.  Leiderman  <leidermn@hypatia . unh . edu>  "Environmental  Refugees 
and  Ecological  Restoration"  Environmental  Response/4th  World  Project  c/o 
Natural  Resource  Department,  lames  215  Unversity  of  New  Hampshire-Durham 
03824  USA 

complete  portfolio  available  upon  request 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l . htm 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet.com. 

"RE : New  Deputy  Director  for  the  National  Park  Service"  

Date:  Sunday,  September  24,  2000  8:58  PM 
From:  Kim  <catrel@excite. com> 

Subj : New  Deputy  Director  for  the  National  Park  Service 

Karen  1.  Atkinson  as  Deputy  Director  for  the  National  Park  Service,  to 
take  effect  immediately. 

She  comes  to  the  National  Park  Service  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  where  she  advised  the  Assistant  Secretary  on  a 
variety  of  legal,  policy  and  program  matters  related  to  the  National  Park 
Service. 

Ms.  Atkinson  is  a graduate  of  Stanford  University  and  a law  graduate  of 
the  University  of  New  Mexico.  She  is  Mandan,  Hidatsa,  and  Tsimshian  and  a 
member  of  the  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  of  North  Dakota,  a federally 
recognized  tribe. 

Previously  had  her  own  private  practice  and  consulting  firm  in 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  specializing  in  Federal  Indian  law.  She 
represented  a number  of  Indian  tribes  and  tribal  organizations  on 
jurisdictional  and  environmental  issues. 

Served  as  in-house  counsel  for  the  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  in  Montana 
where  she  worked  extensively  on  tribal  treaty  right  issues  and  natural  and 
cultural  resource  protection  issues,  focused  on  dispute  resolution  and 
building  collaborative  partnerships  between  the  National  Park  Service  and 
their  neighboring  Indian  Tribes. 

Please  visit  my  sites: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 
http : //www. root sweb . com/~nalakota/ 
http : //members .tripod . com/khoward0723/ 

"RE;  Honor  the  Earth  Concert  Tour"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Sep  2000  10:54:41  -0600 

From:  Buffalo  Folks  <stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org> 

Subj:  For  Immediate  Release 


For  Immediate  Release 

Contact:  Nicole  Vandenberg  on  Den  Bergman  Sept.  11,  2000  206-324- 

1501 

Fourth  Flonor  the  Earth  Concert  Tour  Kicks  Off  In  Montana  on  September  30: 

A Rally  Cry  to  Get  Out  the  Indian  Vote  and  Save  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo 

St.  Paul,  MN-An  all  star  line  up,  including  the  Grammy  Award  winning 
Indigo  Girls  and  Bonnie  Raitt,  with  special  guest  loan  Baez  and  blues 
band  Indigenous  will  rock  across  the  state  of  Montana  for  seven  stops 
between  September  30  and  October  4,  2000,  marking  the  launch  of  the 
fourth  Flonor  the  Earth  Concert  Tour. 

The  primary  focus  of  the  Montana  leg  of  the  tour  is  to  Get  Out  the 
Indian  Vote  and  Save  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo.  The  Montana  shows  will 
benefit  the  non-partisan  voter  registration  and  education  efforts  of 
the  Lame  Deer  based  group  Native  Action.  The  Indian  vote  is  the 
swing  vote  in  close  elections  because  Indian  people  are  the  largest 
single  minority  population  in  Montana.  Native  Action's  goal  is  to 
register  4,000  new  voters  in  the  state  and  match  the  Indian  turnout 
they  secured  in  the  1992  elections. 

The  Montana  rallies  and  shows  will  advocate  for  the  election  of 
pro-Indian,  pro-buffalo  candidates.  Recent  statewide  polls  indicate 
that  the  Yellowstone  buffalo  issue  is  a top  priority  for  Montana 
voters.  Native  people  have  a deep  cultural  and  spiritual 
relationship  with  the  buffalo  and  the  issue  has  particular  meaning 
and  could  be  a determining  factor  in  voter  turnout. 

"The  elections  in  Montana  represent  clear-cut  choices  for  Indian 
people,  our  land  and  in  particular,  the  buffalo,"  says  Flonor  the 
Earth  spokesperson  Winona  LaDuke.  "In  the  year  2000,  it's  time  to 
right  the  historic  injustices  of  the  past  and  create  just  and 
honorable  relationships  with  Native  people." 

Pat  Smith  , Flathead  Tribal  Dudge  and  Attorney  for  the  Intertribal 
Bison  Cooperative  states,  "It's  time  to  have  buffalo  policy  based  on 
science  and  stewardship,  rather  than  the  smoking  barrel  of  a gun." 

An  11:00  am  rally  at  the  Lame  Deer  High  School  on  the  Northern 
Cheyenne  Reservation  will  kick  off  the  Flonor  the  Earth  Montana  leg  on 
Saturday,  September  30,  followed  by  a concert  that  night  at  the 
Shrine  Theater.  From  there,  artists  will  perform  in  Browning  on  the 
Blackfeet  Reservation,  Great  Falls,  Bozeman,  the  Arlee  Pow-Wow 
grounds  on  the  Flathead  Reservation  (Salish-Kootenai  Nation)  and  in 
Missoula . 

While  focusing  on  the  Native  Vote,  the  Flonor  the  Earth  Tour  will 
address  local  Native  environmental  initiatives  at  each  of  the  three 
stops  on  the  Montana  leg  of  the  tour.  These  include  the 
environmental  impacts  associated  with  development  of  methane  gas  near 
the  Northern  Cheyenne  Reservation  and  the  potential  for  increased 
wind  development  on  the  Blackfeet  Reservation. 

Methane  Gas  and  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Reservation: 

Coal  development  in  the  Powder  River  Basin  has  significant 
environmental  and  cultural  impacts  on  Northern  Cheyenne  people,  and 
the  community  fears  that  unregulated  methane  gas  extraction  will  have 
the  same  negative  effect.  More  than  260  wells  have  been  permitted  and 
145  drilled  in  southeastern  Montana  to  date  without  any  type  of 
environmental  review.  Those  wells  pump  out  massive  amounts  of 
groundwater  and  are  draining  the  aquifers  beneath  both  the  Northern 
Cheyenne  and  Crow  Indian  Reservations.  Native  Action  is  supporting 
the  moratorium  on  coal  bed  methane  development  recently  secured  by 
the  Northern  Plains  Resource  Council  until  further  studies  are 
conducted,  including  cultural  and  environmental  impact  studies. 

Alternative  Energy  on  the  Blackfeet  Reservation: 

The  Blackfeet  (Pikuni)  community  seeks  to  capitalize  on  their  vast 
wind  resources  and  move  alternative  energy  into  Montana,  a state 
considered  'the  boiler  state  of  the  west'  due  to  it's  fossil  fuel 
production.  "We  are  proud  to  be  moving  toward  alternative  energy  at 
Blackfeet,"  explains  Dennis  Fitzpatrick,  General  Manager  of  Siyeh 


Development  Corporation,  a 100%  Blackfeet  owned  corporation  focused 
primarily  on  wind  energy  development.  "Wind  energy  is  compatible 
with  the  culture  of  the  Blackfeet  people  and  is  a resource  which  will 
be  around  for  generations  and  continue  to  benefit  the  tribe." 

Artists  will  tour  Blackfeet 's  wind  farm  pilot  project,  the 
reservation's  recycling  project  and  the  tribe's  own  buffalo  herd. 

"These  forward  thinking  initiatives  are  models  of  cultural  and 
environmental  renewal,  and  deserve  support,"  said  Winona  LaDuke. 

Buffalo  and  the  home  of  the  Salish-Kootenai  on  the  Flathead  Reservation 
A third  visit  and  reservation  rally  will  take  place  at  the  Flathead 
Reservation  of  the  Salish-Kootenai,  who  have  historic  ties  to  the 
Yellowstone  buffalo  herd.  Many  of  Yellowstone's  original  buffalo 
were  descendants  of  the  Pablo  herd  from  the  Flathead  Reservation. 

Flonor  the  Earth's  "Get  Out  The  Indian  Vote"  reservation  rallies  are 
sponsored  by  Rock  the  Vote,  the  national  youth-oriented  voter 
registration  drive.  In  addition,  each  of  the  rallies  will  be  powered 
with  renewable  resources,  including  B-100,  a recycled  soybean  diesel 
fuel,  as  a concrete  example  of  safe  energy  use.  Colorful  and 
educational  renewable  energy  and  Rock  the  Vote  displays  will  be  set 
up  at  each  of  the  rallies  and  shows. 

Outside  Montana,  the  Flonor  the  Earth  Tour  will  make  11  additional 
stops  in  western  and  mid-western  states,  including  stops  in  Park 
City,  Albuquerque,  Denver,  Minneapolis,  Chicago  and  more.  The  focus 
of  these  shows  are  consistent  with  the  goals  of  the  Montana  leg  of 
the  tour:  to  garner  support  and  catalyze  change  around  two  watershed 
Native  issues:  buffalo  and  energy  policy.  The  tour  will  wind  its  way 
from  Montana  to  Indiana  to  generate  money,  awareness  and  political 
muscle  around  these  two  critical  issues  of  concern  to  Native  people. 

### 

HONOR  THE  EARTH  2000  TOUR  : MONTANA  ITINERARY 
September  30: 

+ Lame  Deer  High  School,  Northern  Cheyenne  Reservation;  11:00  am 
+ Shrine  Theater,  Billings;  7:30  pm 

Bonnie  Raitt,  Indigo  Girls,  Indigenous,  loan  Baez  (special  guest) 

October  1: 

+ Browning  High  School,  Blackfeet  Reservation;  6:00  pm 
Bonnie  Raitt,  Indigo  Girls,  loan  Baez,  Ed  Duneau 
October  2: 

+ Great  Falls  Civic  Center,  Great  Falls;  7:30  pm 

Bonnie  Raitt,  Indigo  Girls,  loan  Baez  (special  guest),  Ed  Duneau 

October  3: 

+ Brick  Breeden  Field  House,  Bozeman;  7:30  pm 

Bonnie  Raitt,  Indigenous,  special  guests  Emily  Saliers  and  Doan  Baez 
October  4: 

+ Arlee  Pow-Wow  Grounds,  Flathead  Reservation;  Noon 

+ Adams  Event  Center,  Missoula;  7:30  pm 

Bonnie  Raitt,  Indigo  Girls,  Indigenous,  Dar  Williams 

HONOR  THE  EARTH  FACT  SHEET  ON  YELLOWSTONE  BUFFALO 

The  Yellowstone  buffalo  herd  is  the  last  remaining  wild  herd 
of  buffalo  in  the  United  States.  These  animals  are  direct 
descendants  of  the  few  survivors  of  the  buffalo  massacres  of  the  late 
1800' s.  Those  massacres  were  a deliberate  effort  of  the  United 
States  Calvary  to  conquer  Great  Plains  tribes. 

For  Indian  people,  Montana's  current  buffalo  policy  echoes 
the  grievous  policies  of  the  past.  More  than  1,200  buffalo  have 
been  killed  by  the  state's  Department  of  Livestock  outside 
Yellowstone  National  Park  in  the  past  four  years. 

State  and  federal  agencies  allege  buffalo  must  be  killed  to 
protect  cattle  from  contracting  the  disease  brucellosis.  There  is 
not  one  single  case  of  a buffalo  transmitting  brucellosis  to  a cow  in 
the  wild.  Brucellosis  can  only  be  transmitted  through  fetal 
material.  Yet  the  DOL  has  unnecessarily  killed  numerous  bulls  and 


yearlings  over  the  past  years  that  pose  no  threat. 


After  close  to  a decade  of  study,  the  Final  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  (FEIS)  for  the  Interagency  Bison  Management  Plan  for 
the  State  of  Montana  and  Yellowstone  National  Park  was  completed  in 
August  2000.  The  government  received  more  than  50,000  comments  from 
the  public  on  the  1998  Draft  EIS  urging  an  end  to  the  slaughter.  Yet 
the  final  document  recommends  the  continuation  of  lethal  controls 
(capture  and  slaughter)  in  each  of  the  alternatives. 

Tribes  have  unanimously  opposed  lethal  controls  to  manage 
buffalo.  The  largest  Indian  organization  in  the  country,  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  which  represents  365  tribes, 
officially  took  a position  against  the  killings  and  requested 
meaningful  tribal  participation  in  the  decision  making  process. 

The  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  requires  that 
impacted  tribes  be  consulted  and  engaged  in  a meaningful  way  in 
policy  decisions  of  cultural  concern.  Yet  Native  people  have  been 
excluded  from  decisions  on  the  future  of  the  Yellowstone  buffalo  herd 
and  denied  a seat  on  the  Environmental  Impact  Statement  team. 

The  fate  of  the  buffalo  could  be  determined  by  the  outcome 
of  the  Montana  gubernatorial  election.  The  position  of  the  two 
candidates  is  vastly  different  on  this  question.  Democratic  candidate 
Mark  O'Keefe  states,  "If  the  current  policy  is  still  in  place,  my 
first  executive  order  a half  an  hour  after  being  sworn  in  as  governor 
will  stop  the  killing  of  bison  that  wander  outside  the  park." 

Current  Lt.  Governor  and  Republican  candidate  Dudy  Martz  states,  "As 
long  as  I am  serving  on  your  behalf,  you  have  my  full  and  unwavering 
pledge  that  our  brucellosis-free  status  will  never  be  compromised 
under  any  circumstances.  If  we  let  our  cattle  become  infected,  we 
would  sell  you  down  the  river-and  it  won't  happen  on  my  watch." 

More  than  50  tribes  have  established  buffalo  herds. 

Relocation  of  buffalo  to  tribal  herds  is  a common  sense,  humane  and 
just  solution  that  can  be  coupled  with  vaccination  programs  and  the 
acquisition  of  additional  buffalo  range  as  alternatives  to  lethal 
control . 


NEW  Buffalo  Compilation  Video  available.  For  more  info: 
mailto : cmcr@wildrockies.org 


WHO  CARES?? 

Stop-the-slaughter  Buffalo  updates  are  mailed  about  3-4/month. 

Caring  Buffalo  folks  can  sign  up.  Help  get  the  word  out  - Pass  this 
update  on  to  7 friends.  Together  we  can  raise  our  voices  and  be 
heard . . . 


"RE:  Of  Cannibalism  and  the  End  of  Archaeology"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Sep  2000  05:50:33  -0400 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : cannibalism 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  lonewolfll@home.com  (Lance  W.) 

Arizona  Daily  Star 

Of  cannibalism  and  the  end  of  archaeology 
By  Patrisia  Gonzales  and  Roberto  Rodriguez 

Cannibalism  in  the  Southwestern  United  States  seems  to  be  a never-ending 
preoccupation  for  archaeologists  and  the  media. 

Whether  sifting  through  sacred  remains  or  through  ancient  poop,  about 
every  six  months  a new  archaeologist  reports  his  or  her  spectacular 
breakthrough  findings. 


The  latest  finding,  in  southern  Colorado,  was  reported  in  the  Sept.  7 
issue  of  the  scientific  journal  Nature.  We're  not  contesting  the  findings, 
but  rather  facetiously  wondering  whether  these  specialists  have  nothing 
better  to  do  than  to  sift  through  850-year-old  feces? 

We  assume  the  purpose  of  archaeology  is  both  to  learn  about  the  past  and 
to  learn  from  it.  Outside  of  Jeffrey  Dahmer  (and  possibly  Mike  Tyson,  who 
recently  threatened  to  eat  the  children  of  one  of  his  opponents),  the  rest 
of  us  have  undoubtedly  learned  that  cannibalism,  like  human  sacrifice,  is 
bad . 

Admittedly,  each  scientist  who  reports  these  findings  acknowledges  that 
the  issue  is  sensitive,  particularly  because  it  usually  involves  the 
"Prehistoric  Puebloan"  or  "Anazasi"  peoples  - primarily  and  purportedly  the 
ancestors  of  today's  Pueblo  peoples.  But  that  does  not  stop  the 
desecrations;  many  of  the  sites  that  archaeologists  deface  are  ceremonial 
centers . 

It  would  be  the  equivalent  if  archeologists  regularly  went  sifting 
through  the  feces  at  old  seminaries,  convents  or  places  of  worship  and  found 
evidence  of  deviant  and  horrible  practices,  after  which  the  media 
extrapolated  those  findings  to  show  that  these  practices  were  a regular 
feature  of  the  culture/religion  in  question. 

This  "spectacular  findings"  routine  has  been  taking  place  regularly  the 
past  few  decades.  Each  time,  newspapers  or  magazines  splash  them  on  their 
front  pages,  and  we  are  again  treated  to  stories  that,  intentional  or  not, 
leave  subliminal  messages. 

Between  stories  of  cannibalism  and  human  sacrifice  - from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other  - many  people  have  internalized  the  idea  that 
indigenous  people  descend  from  peoples  who  uniquely  engaged  in  these  two 
practices . 

It  also  serves  to  rationalize  the  underpinnings  of  Manifest  Destiny  - 
that  prior  to  arrival  of  Europeans  or  westward  expansion,  only  "savages"  and 
"mongrels"  inhabited  these  desolate  lands.  As  such,  it's  not  the  findings 
that  are  in  question,  but  the  intrusiveness  of  the  incessant  archaeological 
work  and  the  media  exploitation  of  it. 

As  noted  earlier,  our  society  has  already  learned  that  cannibalism  and 
human  sacrifice  are  not  good. 

Perhaps  now  there's  a more  useful  function  for  these  types  of 
archaeologists:  Maybe  they  should  examine  the  feces  of  those  who  support 
human  sacrifice  (capital  punishment)  today. 

In  doing  so,  perhaps  we  will  be  able  to  learn  the  "social  context, 
causes  and  consequences"  as  to  why  an  otherwise  educated  sector  of  the  U.S. 
populace  continues  to  support  the  taking  of  human  life  when  other  societies 
have  already  abolished  this  medieval  practice. 

Here's  something  else  that's  sensitive.  When  Europeans  were  first 
pillaging  and  massacring  the  native  peoples  of  the  Americas,  they  were  also 
torturing,  hanging  and  burning  their  own  people  at  the  stake  by  the 
thousands . 

These  actions  were  also  taking  place  across  the  Atlantic  against  those 
who  disagreed  with  the  Catholic  Church  or  who  were  simply  accused  of 
straying  from  its  dogma.  (This  doesn't  include  all  those  who  were  falsely 
accused  of  witchcraft  and  sorcery) . 

Perhaps  these  archaeologists  should  examine  the  feces  of  the  inquisitors 
and  conquistadors. 

Better  still,  how  about  sending  the  same  archaeological  teams  to  Central 
America  to  locate  the  hundreds  of  military  massacre  sites  of  indigenous 
peoples  from  the  1970s  to  1990s? 

These  ideologically  driven  and  U.S. -financed  human  sacrifices  were 
perpetrated  just  a few  years  ago,  and  we've  yet  to  learn  from  them. 

Or  would  we  rather  that  archaeologists  wait  850  years  to  exhume  bodies 
and  examine  the  feces  of  military  dictators  and  ask  the  tough  questions 
then? 

Maybe  these  examples  uncomfortably  challenge  the  preconceived  idea  of 
what  a human  sacrifice  is?  (They're  savage  as  ceremonial  offerings,  but 
justified  as  punishment?)  The  idea  of  such  probing  sounds  sacrilegious,  yet 
it  seems  to  be  quite  OK  when  studying  "others." 

Archaeology  should  serve  a purpose.  When  it  descends  into  providing 


fodder  for  a society  that  likes  to  think  of  itself  as  superior  or  simply 
produces  sensationalist  material  for  news-starved  media,  perhaps,  in  this 
case,  we've  come  to  the  "end  of  archaeology." 
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You  can  see  how  effective  the  federal  government's  genocidal  policy  has 
become,  when  a person  who  is  himself  a victim  of  the  policy,  is  moved  to 
apologize  for  the  crimes  of  the  perpetrator.  Kevin  Gover 's  apology,  on 
behalf  of  the  US  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (the  BIA),  delivered  on  September 
11,  2000  at  a federal  ceremony  celebrating  the  175th  year  of  the  BIA,  is  a 
good  summary  of  the  atrocities  and  human  rights  violations  committed  by  the 
United  States. 

But  an  apology  does  not  correct  the  problem.  We  must  be  released  from 
being  prisoners  of  war.  My  grandpas  were  members  of  the  Crazy  Horse  Band 
and  I come  from  the  perspective  of  a non-treaty  signer.  The  great  majority 
of  Lakota  never  signed  the  treaties.  We  are  the  men  referred  to  in  Article 
XII  of  the  1868  treaty  whose  consent  was  never  obtained. 

We  are  still  prisoners  of  war,  prisoners  because  in  order  to  survive  we 
are  forced  to  conform  to  a system  completely  alien  to  our  own,  a system 
calculated  to  destroy  our  language  and  our  identity. 

If,  in  fact,  the  BIA  will  "never  again  proceed  from  the  assumption  that 
Indians  possess  less  human  genius  than  the  other  races,"  then  the  US  laws 
declaring  us  to  be  incompetent  must  be  stricken,  and  the  BIA  and  Department 
of  Interior  must  remove  their  offices  from  our  territory  and  return  control 
of  our  land,  funds  and  resources  to  us. 

If,  in  fact,  the  BIA  will  "never  again  attack  our  tribal  ways",  then  the 
BIA  must  assist  us  in  abolishing  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  tribal 
government  and  allow  the  Lakota  to  control  our  own  territory  using  the 
Lakota 

system  of  governance. 

If,  in  fact,  the  BIA  will  "never  again  attack  our  language",  then  the 
BIA  must  implement  the  Lakota  curriculum,  which  was  already  created  many 
years  ago,  in  each  school  on  our  reservation. 

If,  in  fact  the  BIA  will  "never  again  be  complicit  in  the  theft  of 
Indian  property",  then  the  BIA  must  return  it. 

If  the  American  taxpayers  do  not  want  their  tax  dollars  to  continue  to 
be  misued  or  stolen  by  the  BIA  and  the  federally  recognized  tribal 
governments,  then  it  is  up  to  the  American  taxpayers  to  demand  a change. 

This  is  what  we  are  asking  you  to  do.  Help  us  make  this  change. 
Hecatuyelo. 

Eli  1.  Tail,  Sr. 

Porcupine,  SD 

Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation 
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Sept.  21  - An  illuminating  moment  in  the  life  of  Kevin  Gover  occurred  one 
day  recently  on  an  airplane  over  the  Midwest.  "Excuse  me,"  said  the  little 
boy  sitting  next  to  him.  "Are  you  a Native  American?" 

"Why,  yes  I am,"  replied  Mr.  Gover,  an  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Interior  Department  in  charge  of  the  agency's  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
a member  of  the  Pawnee  tribe. 

"Me  too!"  the  little  boy  said,  proudly  revealing  his  Cherokee-Blackfoot 


heritage. 

And  then,  Mr.  Gover  recalled,  the  boy  busied  himself  drawing  a pretty 
good  likeness  of  the  Cleveland  Indians'  logo,  an  image  Mr.  Gover  detests 
as  much  as  he  does  the  name  of  the  professional  football  team  in  the 
nation's  capital,  the  Redskins. 

Mr.  Gover  (rhymes  with  clover)  talked  about  the  encounter  during  a wide- 
ranging  interview  in  his  office  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Interior 
Department  building,  a vast  structure  that  houses  part  of  a huge 
bureaucracy  that  once  regarded  American  Indians  as  a problem. 

Mr.  Gover  refused  to  dismiss  the  boy's  preoccupation  with  the  smiling, 
big-toothed  baseball  caricature  as  harmless.  No,  he  said,  it  could  damage 
the  child's  self-image,  whether  he  knows  it  or  not.  Besides,  he  added,  "It 
infects,  and  thereby  affects  people's  attitudes  toward  Indians." 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  which  is  now  largely  run  by  Indians  for 
Indians,  is  seldom  counted  among  the  high-profile  agencies  of  the 
government.  But  Mr.  Gover  made  news  recently  when  he  used  a celebration  of 
the  bureau's  175th  anniversary  to  apologize  for  the  past. 

"This  agency  set  out  to  destroy  all  things  Indian,"  he  said  at  the  Sept. 

8 celebration.  "The  legacy  of  these  misdeeds  haunts  us.  . . . Our  hearts 
break."  He  apologized  on  behalf  of  the  bureau  for  the  forced  relocation  of 
Indians  it  once  ran  as  part  of  the  old  War  Department  and  for  decades  of 
broken  treaties  and  promises. 

The  apology  produced  a flurry  of  letters  and  e-mail  messages,  most 
friendly  but  a few  laced  with  vitriol  that  could  politely  be  called 
reflections  of  white  pride. 

With  his  days  in  government  winding  down  after  three  years  in  charge  of 
Indian  affairs,  Mr.  Gover  looks  forward  to  using  his  "one  marketable  skill, 
" as  he  put  it.  He  is  a lawyer  and  will  practice  in  Washington,  devoting 
much  of  his  time  to  issues  related  to  Indians. 

Only  a few  decades  ago,  he  said,  all  the  Indians  who  were  lawyers  could 
have  sat  around  a big  conference  table  with  plenty  of  room  for  coffee  cups 
and  note  pads.  Now,  he  said,  more  than  1,000  Indians  practice  law. 

Mr.  Gover,  45,  is  one  of  three  children  born  to  working-class  parents  in 
Lawton,  Okla.  His  mother  and  father  were  civilian  employees  at  Fort  Sill 
(where  Geronimo  was  once  held  captive),  and  Mr.  Gover  sensed  almost  as 
soon  as  he  could  walk  that  he  was  not  like  other  Americans. 

"There  were  the  Dohn  Wayne  movies,"  he  said.  "You  know,  a white  man 
fires  a shot  and  six  Indians  fall  off  their  horses.  ..." 

When  Kevin  Gover  was  15,  a social  worker  who  knew  his  father  changed  his 
life.  With  federal  scholarship  aid,  he  went  to  a prep  school  in  New 
Hampshire,  then  to  Princeton  University,  where  he  did  not  exactly  thrive. 

He  did  not  belong  to  one  of  the  university's  elite  eating  clubs,  which 
dominate  student  social  life  and  help  define  its  hierarchy.  "I'm  past  the 
point  of  hating  the  eating  clubs,"  Mr.  Gover  said. 

Well,  perhaps  not  entirely.  "I  belonged  to  the  Dewish  eating  club,"  he 
said.  "They  were  nonselective. " 

He  befriended  some  black  students,  honed  his  credentials  as  "an  angry 
young  man,"  joined  protests  to  persuade  Princeton  to  divest  itself  of 
investments  in  South  Africa  during  the  apartheid  era  and  earned  a degree 
in  public  and  international  affairs.  Later,  he  graduated  from  the 
University  of  New  Mexico  Law  School,  served  as  a clerk  for  a federal  judge 
and  practiced  law  in  Washington  and  Albuquerque.  He  is  married  with  two 
children . 

Mr.  Gover  said  he  was  pleased  with  the  growing  political  power  of 
Indians  and,  of  course,  with  their  economic  gains.  "There  are  more  and 
more  people  like  me,"  he  said. 

Dust  down  the  hall  from  his  office,  near  tribal  flags  from  across  the 
country,  are  two  murals  from  the  Depression  era.  One  shows  a dashing 
cavalry  officer  talking  man-to-man  to  a group  of  Indians.  Another  shows  a 
white  man  patiently  showing  Indians  how  to  plant  vegetables. 

"At  first,  I wanted  to  have  them  painted  over,"  he  said  half- jokingly . 

He  decided  to  let  them  stay,  as  a reminder. 
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Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

Atlantic  Natives  Frustrated  a Year  After  High  Court  Decision  on  Resources 
Sun,  Sept  17th 
BY  CHRIS  MORRIS  CP 

BURNT  CHURCH,  N.B.  (CP)  - A year  ago,  it  appeared  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  had  opened  wide  a doorway  of  bright  promise  for  the  Aboriginal 
people  of  Atlantic  Canada.  But  now,  many  Native  people  feel  they  are  still 
standing  on  the  outside,  frustrated  and  angry.  The  high  court  decision  on 
Sept.  17,  1999,  in  the  case  of  Nova  Scotia  Native  Donald  Marshall  Dr.,  an 
eel  fisherman,  dropped  like  a bombshell  on  the  already  scarred  landscape 
of  Aboriginal  relations  with  Canadian  authorities. 

The  ruling  was  a pronouncement  on  18th-century  treaties  which  the 
Maliseets  and  Mi'kmaqs  interpreted  as  affirming  their  hereditary  right  of 
access  to  the  Atlantic  region's  natural  resources,  especially  fish,  trees 
and  wild  game.  Conflict,  violence  and  confusion  have  been  the  most 
prominent  results  of  the  Marshall  decision  throughout  the  first  year. 
Nowhere  has  the  fallout  been  felt  more  than  in  the  seaside  Mi ' kmaq 
community  of  Burnt  Church  in  northeastern  New  Brunswick. 

Leo  Bartibogue  and  Lloyd  Augustine  look  thoughtful  as  they  regard  the 
one-year  anniversary  of  the  court  decision  that  so  radically  changed  their 
lives.  They're  both  respected  men  on  the  Burnt  Church  reserve  - advisers 
to  the  Band  council  on  fisheries  issues. 

But  when  asked  to  comment  on  the  first  anniversary  of  the  Marshall 
ruling,  they  purse  their  lips  and  blow,  making  loud,  vulgar  noises. 

"That's  what  we  think  of  it,"  Augustine  says.  "Our  rights  are  being 
violated  by  Canada." 

"The  hope  is  still  there,  but  there's  anger  as  well,"  adds  Bartibogue. 
"It's  more  difficult  than  we  expected."  The  Mi'kmaq  communities  at  Burnt 
Church  in  New  Brunswick  and  Indian  Brook  in  Nova  Scotia  have  openly  defied 
federal  authorities  and  set  lobster  traps  under  their  own  Band  management 
plans . 

The  federal  Department  of  Fisheries,  which  feels  it's  caught  between  a 
rock  and  a hard  place  on  the  Marshall  issue,  has  seized  traps  and  engaged 
in  fierce  confrontations  with  Natives  on  the  water.  There  have  been  close 
calls,  collisions,  arrests,  boat  sinkings,  injuries,  recriminations  and 
threats  of  retribution.  "I  will  never  give  in,"  vows  Burnt  Church  resident 
Martina  Parker,  one  of  several  women  on  the  reserve  who  fish  for  lobster. 
"It  means  everything  to  the  people  here.  It  means  a better  future  for  my 
children  and  grandchildren  and  an  end  to  standing  in  welfare  lines... I 
will  fight  for  my  treaty  rights  until  I die." 

Most  East  Coast  reserves  signed  one-year  fishing  deals  with  the 
Fisheries  Department,  accepting  federal  regulations  in  return  for  money, 
equipment  and  training.  But  those  one-year  deals  expire  within  the  next 
few  months  and,  if  there's  no  settlement  to  the  larger  issue  of  treaty 
rights  versus  federal  rights,  Ottawa  could  soon  find  itself  coping  with 
many  more  Aboriginal  communities  insisting  on  their  own  rules  for  fishing 
and  hunting.  Year  2 of  Marshall  could  make  Year  1 look  like  a walk  in  the 
park. 

"The  next  year  will  become  increasingly  complex  unless  the  Native 
organizations  themselves  can  bring  some  peace  in  Burnt  Church,"  says  Mike 
Belliveau,  spokesman  for  the  Maritime  Fishermen's  Union,  which  represents 
thousands  of  commercial  inshore  fishermen.  "Ultimately,  they  have  to  get 
their  concerns  and  those  of  Burnt  Church  onto  a larger  table  to  be  looked 
at  collectively  and  not  just  Band  by  Band.  In  the  end,  something 
comparable  to  a modern-day  treaty  is  going  to  have  to  be  reached."  The 
Supreme  Court  said  in  Marshall  that  under  terms  of  a 1760  treaty  with  the 
Crown,  the  Mi'kmaq  and  Maliseet  people  have  a right  to  trade  products  of 
their  hunting,  fishing  and  gathering  for  "necessaries."  The  court 


interpreted  this  to  mean  the  right  to  trade  natural  resources  like  fish 
for  a moderate  livelihood. 

After  several  weeks  of  violence  and  vandalism  at  Burnt  Church  between 
Native  and  non-Native  fishermen,  the  high  court  issued  a rare 
clarification  in  November  of  last  year,  pointing  out  that  the  treaty  right 
is  subject  to  federal  regulation,  upon  justification,  for  conservation  and 
for  other  compelling  public  purposes. 

Bruce  Wildsmith  of  Halifax,  one  of  Marshall's  lawyers,  said  the  federal 
government  has  to  stop  treating  the  Native  right  to  earn  a moderate 
livelihood  from  fishing  as  simply  another  aspect  of  the  larger  commercial 
fishery.  "The  olive  branch  Ottawa  needs  to  extend  is  to  realize  this  is  a 
livelihood  fishery,  and  the  only  question  we  should  be  talking  about  is 
how  much  and  under  what  terms  and  conditions  can  the  Native  people  have 
this  livelihood  fishery,"  Wildsmith  said. 

It's  the  prospect  of  special  status  and  separate  rights  that  so 
infuriates  commercial  fishermen  in  the  Maritimes.  "I'm  convinced  that  for 
about  90  per  cent  of  them,  it's  not  about  access,  it's  about  money,"  says 
Don  Cunningham,  a fish  processor  in  Yarmouth,  N.S. 

Belliveau  said  non-Native  fishermen  consider  the  Native  claims  an 
affront,  not  only  to  their  livelihoods  but  also  to  their  sense  of  fairness 
"When  we  see  these  sort  of  unilateral  declarations  that  we  will  fish  when 
and  where  we  want,  that,  first  and  foremost,  is  a direct  affront," 
Belliveau  said.  "It  creates  a great  deal  of  insecurity." 

Wildsmith  says  commercial  fishermen  are  wrong  to  think  Native 
communities  are  demanding  the  right  to  regulate  their  own  fishery  come 
hell  or  high  water,  regardless  of  other  fishermen  and  conservation 
concerns.  "What  they're  really  talking  about  is  being  able  to  express 
their  preference  for  what  they  have  the  ability  and  interest  in  harvesting 
and  be  willing  to  work  with  the  Fisheries  Department  to  make  sure  they 
harvest  in  a way  that's  respectful  of  the  resource."  All  parties  in  the 
dispute  are  looking  to  Ottawa  for  more  direction  and  less  confrontation. 

The  federal  government  has  promised  a long-term  process  to  deal  with 
Marshall,  a kind  of  modern-day  treaty  process  to  sort  out  ways  and  means 
of  improving  Aboriginal  access  to  natural  resources.  However,  when  Indian 
Affairs  Minister  Robert  Nault  came  to  Burnt  Church  a few  weeks  ago,  the 
two  sides  couldn't  even  sort  out  how  to  meet,  let  alone  what  to  discuss. 

As  well,  few  people  hold  out  much  hope  that  mediator  Bob  Rae,  the  former 
premier  of  Ontario,  will  be  able  to  solve  the  problem.  The  two  sides,  it 
seems,  have  drawn  their  lines  in  the  sand. 

"What's  clear  is  you  have  to  deal  with  the  rights  and  implications  and 
not  try  to  slough  off  the  problem  by  trying  to  achieve  practical,  short- 
term results,"  says  Wildsmith.  "I  think  there's  a big  issue  here  and  most 
people  in  the  Aboriginal  community  want  their  rights  respected  and  they 
want  to  be  treated  on  the  basis  of  those  rights  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  talked  about  in  Marshall." 

This  is  not  the  first  time  Marshall  has  made  headlines  in  relation  to 
the  justice  system.  He  spent  11  years  in  prison  for  a 1971  murder  in 
Sydney,  N.S.,  which  he  did  not  commit.  A royal  commission  concluded  he  was 
railroaded  by  a racist  justice  system  and  awarded  him  $1  million  in 
compensation . 
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Next  move  on  contentious  Crow  tax  up  to  tribe 
By  LORNA  THACKERAY 
Of  The  Gazette  Staff 

Crow  Tribal  leaders  will  meet  with  their  lawyers  Wednesday  to  decide 
whether  to  ask  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to  hear  arguments  in  defense  of 
their  battered  3 percent  utility  tax. 

Sam  Painter  of  the  Elk  River  Law  Office  in  Billings  said  the  decision 

would  be  up  to  the  tribe,  but  he  expected  the  tribe  to  pursue  an 

appeal . 

"They  are  losing  a million  dollars  a year  in  tax  revenue,"  he  said. 

The  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  ruled  in  Duly  that  the  Crow 

Tribe  exceeded  its  authority  when  it  tried  to  impose  the  tax  on 

property  that  Big  Horn  County  Electric  owns  across  the  20-million 
acre  reservation  in  southeastern  Montana.  The  Crow  Tribe  asked  for  a 
rehearing.  That  request  was  rejected  earlier  this  month,  leaving  an 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  the  only  recourse. 

Painter  said  he  was  disappointed  that  the  petition  for  rehearing  was 
turned  down,  but  noted  that  90  percent  of  such  requests  are  denied. 

Dim  Torske,  a Hardin  attorney  who  represents  Big  Horn  Electric,  said 
Monday  he  was  pleased  that  the  case  appears  to  be  approaching  its 
conclusion . 

"We've  come  around  third  base,  and  we're  heading  for  home  after  seven 
years  of  litigation,"  he  said.  "We  need  a final  resolution  for  both 
the  benefit  of  my  client  and  the  Crow  people." 

Torske  has  maintained  that  business  opportunities  have  bypassed  the 
reservation  because  of  the  uncertainties  associated  with  the  tax 
burden.  The  tribe  argues  that  it  needs  those  tax  revenues  to  maintain 
government  operations  and  services. 

If  the  tribe  decides  to  pursue  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  it  has 
90  days  from  the  9th  Circuit's  decision  denying  a rehearing  to  file  a 
petition  asking  the  high  court  to  take  the  case.  The  high  court 
agrees  to  hear  only  a fraction  of  the  cases  brought  to  its  attention. 

Indian  Country  issue 

The  Big  Horn  Electric  case  has  implications  all  across  Indian 
Country,  where  similar  taxes  are  now  in  place.  Among  the  reservations 
that  have  come  to  rely  on  revenue  from  utility  taxes  are  the 
Blackfeet  Tribe  and  Fort  Peck  Tribes  in  Montana. 

"It  doesn't  look  real  good  here,"  Mervin  Shields,  tax  commissioner  at 
Fort  Peck,  said  Monday.  "It's  really  going  to  have  a big  impact." 

Pipeline  and  railroad  companies  that  cross  the  northeastern  Montana 
reservation  are  paying  their  taxes  under  protest,  which  means  the 
tribe  can't  use  the  revenue  in  its  budgeting  process,  he  said.  The 
tax  usually  brings  in  $2.5  million  a year.  As  a result  of  the 
protests,  the  2001  budget  has  been  reduced  from  $9.5  million  to  $7 
million,  he  said. 

Programs  have  already  been  cut,  according  to  Shields,  and  as  of  last 
week,  18  people  had  lost  their  jobs.  He  expects  more  layoffs. 

If  the  Crow  Tribe  decides  to  take  its  case  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
Fort  Peck  Tribes  will  lend  what  legal  support  they  can,  he  said.  So 
will  the  Blackfeet  Tribe,  according  to  their  attorney,  Deanne 
Whiteing,  a tribal  member  who  practices  in  Boulder,  Colo. 

She  said  the  Blackfeet  have  not  fully  experienced  the  impact  of  the 
ruling  because  quarterly  utility  taxes  are  not  due  until  November. 

But  the  tribe  does  expect  that  taxes  will  be  paid  under  protest. 

Leo  Kennerly,  chairman  of  the  Blackfeet  Economic  Development 
Committee,  said  the  tax  constitutes  about  15  percent  of  the  tribe's 
budget,  or  about  $1.33  million.  The  council  is  preparing  a budget  of 
$4  million  instead  of  the  $5.3  million  it  would  have  with  the  tax,  he 
said . 

"We're  going  to  lose  a couple  of  programs,"  he  said.  "Everybody  is 
cutting  back  as  much  as  they  can." 

He  said  the  tribe  is  trying  to  restructure  and  is  not  filling 


vacancies  in  hopes  of  moving  current  employees  around  and  avoiding 
layoffs . 


Whose  jurisdiction? 

The  9th  Circuit  issued  a ruling  Duly  14  affirming  a decision  last 
year  by  Chief  U.S.  District  Dudge  Dack  Shanstrom  in  Billings  that 
said  Big  Horn  Electric's  rights  of  way  across  the  reservation  are  the 
equivalent  of  non-Indian  fee  lands.  Tribes  have  jurisdiction  on  fee 
lands  only  in  very  limited  circumstances,  and  the  Crow  tax  did  not 
fall  under  those  circumstances,  Shanstrom  ruled. 

As  part  of  its  recent  ruling,  the  9th  Circuit  also  overturned  its  own 
1991  decision  that  allowed  the  Blackfeet  Tribe  to  collect  taxes  on 
Burlington  Northern  Railroad  property.  The  judges  concluded  that  in 
light  of  a 1997  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling  that  congressionally 
granted  rights  of  way  are  equivalent  to  fee  land,  its  decision  in  the 
Blackfeet  case  "is  no  longer  good  law." 

Whiteing  said  the  9th  Circuit  decision  put  the  Blackfeet  in  a 
difficult  position.  Since  the  tribe  was  not  party  to  the  Big  Horn 
Electric  case,  it  has  no  standing  to  appeal  the  decision.  She  said 
about  all  the  Blackfeet  can  do  is  urge  the  Crow  to  appeal  and  then 
support  their  efforts  with  a friend  of  the  court  brief. 

Fee  lands  generally  have  passed  out  of  Indian  ownership  and  are  no 
longer  held  in  trust  by  the  federal  government  for  the  tribe  or  its 
members.  In  the  landmark  1997  Supreme  Court  decision  in  a North 
Dakota  case,  Strate  vs.  A-l  Contractors,  the  justices  found  that 
rights  of  way  granted  by  the  federal  government  should  be  treated  for 
regulatory  purposes  as  fee  land. 

Previous  Supreme  Court  decisions  had  severely  limited  tribal 
jurisdiction  over  fee  lands  - essentially  restricting  it  to  where  a 
consensual  relationship  exits  with  the  tribe  or  where  the  conduct  of 
non-Indians  on  fee  lands  threatens  or  has  some  direct  effect  on  the 
tribe's  political  integrity,  economic  security  or  health  or  welfare. 

The  appeals  court  judges  agreed  with  Shanstrom  that  although  Big  Horn 
Electric  had  formed  a consensual  relationship  with  the  tribe  by 
contracting  to  provide  electrical  services  to  its  members,  the  tribe 
does  not  have  unlimited  regulatory  authority.  Taxing  jurisdiction  is 
limited  to  the  activities  of  non-members,  and  does  not  extend  to  the 
value  of  a nonmember's  property,  the  appeals  court  found. 

Painter  said  he  could  not  comment  on  what  ground  for  appeal  he  would 
offer  the  Supreme  Court. 

Lorna  Thackeray  can  be  reached  at  (406)  657-1314,  or  by  e-mail  at 
lthackeray@billingsgazette.com 
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8 Va.  Indian  tribes  could  get  federal  recognition 

By  Mathew  Paust 

Hampton  Roads  Daily  Press 

Sept.  17,  2000 

WASHINGTON  - Opposition  to  proposed  legislation  that  would  grant  federal 
recognition  to  eight  Virginia  Indian  tribes  will  be  heard  Monday  in  a 
Capitol  Hill  briefing,  the  The  Washington  Post  reported  Saturday. 

Adoption  of  the  proposed  resolution,  which  is  co-sponsored  by  Rep. 

Robert  C.  Scott,  D-Newport  News,  would  qualify  the  tribes  for  federal  aid. 

The  tribes  include  the  Chickahominy  Tribe,  the  Chickahominy  Indian 


Tribe-Eastern  Division,  the  Mattaponi  Tribe,  the  Upper  Mattaponi  Tribe, 
the 

Pamunkey  Tribe,  the  Rappahannock  Tribe  Inc.,  the  Monacan  Tribe  and  the 
Nansemond  Tribe. 

The  Mattaponi  and  Pamunkey  tribes  have  reservations  in  King  William 
County. 

The  other  tribes  own  parcels  of  land  across  the  state.  Opponents  fear 
formal  recognition  would  allow  the  tribes  to  introduce  casino  gambling 
into  Virginia,  the  Post  reported. 

Scott  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 

Rep.  Frank  R.  Wolf,  R-Vienna,  told  the  Post,  "Once  federal  recognition 
is  granted,  representatives  of  the  tribes  can  be  granted  authority  to  set 
up  legalized  gambling  outlets  in  Virginia  without  the  approval  of  any 
Virginia  state  or  local  officials." 

Leaders  of  both  the  Mattaponi  and  Pamunkey  tribes  have  told  the  Daily 
Press  in  recent  years  that  while  they  have  been  courted  by  commercial 
interests  to  develop  gambling  casinos  on  the  reservations,  the  tribes  were 
not  interested,  fearing  that  commercial  gambling  would  corrupt  the 
communities'  Christian  values. 

Rep.  lames  P.  Moran  lr.,  D-Alexandria , who  introduced  the  legislation 
and  whose  suburban  Washington  district  includes  no  tribal  land,  told  the 
Post  the  tribes  have  been  victims  of  "a  perverse  race-conscious  campaign" 
in  Virginia  during  the  early  20th  century.  Then,  newborn  Indians  were  by 
law  identified  as  "colored,"  he  said. 

"As  a result,  the  claims  that  these  tribes  have  were  not  recognized, 
apparently  because  officially  Indians  couldn't  exist  in  the  state,"  Moran 
told  the  Washington  newspaper. 

He  added,  "This  is  a compelling  situation  that  just  cries  out  for 
justice,  and  to  think  that  we  are  in  the  21st  century  now  and  this  has 
never  been  rectified  is  just  shocking." 
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Feds  look  at  Kiowa  programs 
By  Ron  lackson 
The  Oklahoman 
09/17/2000 

CARNEGIE  --  As  two  Kiowa  tribal  housing  entities  battle  over  millions  of 
federal  dollars,  and  as  allegations  of  unaccounted-for  funds  fester, 
numerous  families  live  in  squalor.  Their  homes  have  leaky  roofs,  walls 
with  gaping  holes,  broken  water  pipes  and  missing  windows.  Rose  and 
Augustine  Gonzales  understand  the  struggle.  They  live  in  a gutted  bus. 

"We're  just  waiting,"  said  Rose  Gonzales,  53,  a tribal  member  whose  home 
burned  in  lune.  "Are  we  going  to  get  help?  I don't  know.  We  were  promised 
help,  but  we  haven't  received  any  so  far." 

The  Gonzales'  plight  and  that  of  other  tribal  members  is  due  to 
infighting  that  has  nearly  bankrupted  one  housing  program  and  has  another 
under  federal  investigation.  Meanwhile,  needy  Kiowa  people  are  trying  to 
survive. 

Gonzales  rubbed  her  eyes,  then  glanced  at  the  gray,  rusted  bus  she  calls 
home.  Inside,  a single  bed  sits  unmade  while  a small  air-conditioning  unit 
uselessly  spits  cold  air  into  the  cramped,  sweltering  confines. 

Windows  are  framed  by  duct  tape. 

A faded  yellow  refrigerator  rests  on  the  dirt  outside  as  an  electrical 
cord  snakes  through  the  corner  of  one  bus  window.  Nearby,  under  the  shade 
of  two  large  trees  is  a wooden  dinner  table  and  two  wilted  plastic  chairs. 

Across  the  yard  is  the  couple's  rest  room  --  a blue  tarp  draped  over  a 
small  animal  pen. 


"We  can't  live  here  much  longer/'  she  concedes.  "Not  with  winter  coming. 

Her  fear  of  Oklahoma's  looming  winter  is  equaled  only  by  her  fear  to 
hope.  She  wonders  if  she  can  handle  another  dose  of  bad  news.  Besides,  her 
senses  are  sobered  by  the  countless  stories  of  anguish  shared  by  fellow 
Kiowa  people  also  in  dire  need  of  housing  assistance. 

Also  concerning  her  is  the  Kiowa  Tribal  Housing  Program's  track  record 
since  its  creation  three  years  ago. 

Despite  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development's 
allocation  of  more  than  $3.5  million  since  August  1998,  the  tribal  program 
has  built  no  homes.  Kiowa  Vice  Chairwoman  Brenda  Myers,  who  took  office  in 
January,  claims  she  has  only  found  proof  that  five  to  15  homes  have  been 
repaired  in  that  same  time  period. 

"Where  has  the  money  gone,  a Swiss  bank  account?"  Myers  asked.  "The 
Wichita 

Tribe  is  building  homes  for  their  people.  Why  can't  we?  Why  isn't 
something  being  done?  I think  it's  a crying  shame. 

"Where  is  the  money  going?  We  have  elders  living  in  squalor." 

HUD's  local  administrator,  Wayne  Sims,  told  The  Oklahoman  that  the 
release  of  $1.5  million  more  for  the  Kiowa  program's  2000  budget  is  being 
delayed  pending  review  of  its  annual  report.  Sims  said  the  agency  has 
concerns  about  possible  mismanagement  of  federal  dollars  by  the  Kiowa 
program. 

Sims  referred  all  other  questions  to  HUD's  Washington,  D.C., 
headquarters . 

"No.  1,  what  happened  to  the  $3.5  million  that  has  been  drawn  down  on 
since  1997?"  asked  Shan  Gachot,  a disgruntled  Kiowa  tribal  member.  "My 
second  question  is:  Why  haven't  any  homes  been  built?  We  have  roofs  that 
need  repair,  floors  that  need  repair,  a lot  of  plumbing  that  leaks 
tremendously  and  causes  roach  infestation  from  the  moisture. 

"Some  areas  in  Anadarko,  there  are  Kiowa  homes  with  plywood  boards  where 
windows  have  not  been  replaced.  And  people  still  live  in  these  homes." 

On  Wednesday,  Gachot  and  a handful  of  other  concerned  Kiowas  marched  on 
the  Kiowa  Tribal  Housing  Program  offices  in  Anadarko.  They  demanded 
accountability  from  the  program's  new  executive  director,  Don  Jarvis,  who 
was  hired  two  weeks  ago. 

Jarvis  chalks  up  the  current  flap  to  typical  tribal  politics. 

"A  lot  of  this  is  an  internal  struggle  you'll  find  in  most  other  tribes, 
" Jarvis  said.  "It  doesn't  matter  if  it's  the  Kiowas  or  Caddos.  It's  no 
different  from  the  U.S.  government,  really." 

His  comments  referred  to  the  Kiowa  Tribe's  other  housing  entity  --  the 
Kiowa  Housing  Authority. 

In  1968,  the  Kiowa  Indian  Council  created  the  Kiowa  Housing  Authority  to 
construct  and  maintain  housing  for  its  people.  Today  the  authority 
maintains  183  tribal  homes,  including  23  low-income  units. 

But  the  authority  fell  out  of  favor  with  Kiowa  Chairman  Billy  Evans 
Horse  in  1997.  Horse  then  pushed  through  a resolution  to  create  the  Kiowa 
Tribal  Housing  Program. 

The  new  program  became  the  Kiowa  Tribe's  lone  designated  entity  to 
receive  HUD  money,  leaving  the  authority  at  the  financial  mercy  of  program 
leaders . 

"We  haven't  received  one  (federal)  penny  since  KTHP  (Kiowa  Tribal 
Housing  Program)  has  been  created,"  said  James  Kelley,  the  authority's 
executive  director.  "Yet  we  are  required  by  state  statute  to  maintain  our 
homes.  We  have  therefore  had  to  operate  off  reserve  funds.  We  started  with 
$807,000  in  our  reserve.  We're  now  down  to  $30,000. 

"We'll  be  bankrupt  if  something  doesn't  happen  soon." 

On  Sept.  1,  HUD  helped  negotiate  an  agreement  between  the  two  tribal 
housing  entities  whereby  the  Kiowa  Tribal  Housing  Program  will  make  three 
payments  totaling  $889,000  owed  to  the  authority  since  1998.  Jarvis  said 
some  of  that  money  is  still  in  question,  although  Sims  confirmed  a $156, 
000  request  by  the  authority  is  being  processed. 

"All  this  has  depleted  our  reserves,"  Kelley  said.  "It  has  also  hampered 
our  ability  to  respond  to  every  repair  request." 

The  Kiowa  Housing  Authority  has  had  its  problems.  A 1999  HUD  report 


shows  that  the  authority  violated  federal  regulations  by  not  having  audits 
in  1996,  1997  or  1998.  Also,  HUD  could  not  account  for  about  $550,000  in 
"cash  and  investments." 

Complicating  the  situation  is  that  this  year,  former  Chairman  Earl 
Yeahquo  shut  down  the  tribal  housing  program  and  allowed  the  housing 
authority  to  move  into  the  offices.  That  lasted  101  days  --  until  Horse 
reclaimed  the  tribal  chairman's  seat  Dune  13. 

Horse  immediately  started  the  housing  program  back  up.  Darvis  says  he 
was  hired  by  the  current  Kiowa  administration  to  "clean  things  up"  within 
the  tribal  housing  program. 

"We  can  probably  account  for  the  purchase  of  every  hammer,"  Darvis  said. 
"Now  if  you  ask  me  where  all  those  hammers  are,  I don't  know  if  I can 
produce  them.  ...  A lot  of  our  files  were  carted  off  during  the  101  days 
that  other  organization  was  in  here.  We  have  had  files  erased  in  our 
computers . " 

Meanwhile,  people  like  tribal  elder  Dorothy  Twohatchet  keep  waiting  for 
emergency  assistance.  A fire  destroyed  her  home  five  miles  outside  of 
Carnegie  in  December  1997. 

Documents  obtained  by  The  Oklahoman  show  that  housing  program  officials 
promised  to  build  the  73-year-old  a new  home  on  Dan.  29.  A concrete 
foundation  was  poured  shortly  thereafter,  but  has  since  become  overgrown 
with  weeds. 

Thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  wood  framing  also  has  sat  unprotected  on 
Twohatchet 's  property  since  March.  It,  too,  is  overgrown  with  weeds. 

"Every  time  we  go  to  these  people  for  help,  they  tell  us  they  don't  have 
any  money,"  said  Carol  Aldridge,  Twohatchet 's  daughter.  "Where  is  the 
money  going?  My  mother  has  become  sick  over  this.  They  make  her  promises 
and  then  nothing  ever  happens. 

"We  take  her  out  to  the  property  all  the  time  because  that's  where  she 
loves  to  be.  We  just  let  her  sit  in  a chair  and  leave  her  alone.  All  she 
does  is  cry." 
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Native  American  youth  suffer  above  average  in  Duvenile  Dustice  Systems 
By  Ruth  Steinberger 

On  November  14,  1999,  Kimberly  Island,  a Comanche/Caddo  of  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  went  to  visit  her  daughter,  Vanessa  Holder,  at  the  Central 
Oklahoma  Duvenile  Center  (CODAC),  in  Tecumseh,  Oklahoma.  CODAC  is  a 
juvenile  detention  facility  operated  by  the  Office  of  Duvenile  Affairs  of 
the  State  of  Oklahoma. 

Ms.  Island  was  horrified  to  find  that  over  a day  earlier  her  daughter 
had  sustained  serious  injuries,  including  a broken  collarbone  and  numerous 
bruises  in  an  incident  involving  three  male  guards.  Moreover,  she  learned 
that  her  daughter  had  received  no  medical  treatment  for  the  injuries,  and 
had  been  in  continued  intense  pain.  Ms.  Island  said  she  witnessed  red 
streaks  running  from  the  site  of  the  injury  and  said  as  she  tried  to  get 
information  about  the  incident,  she  discovered  that  the  facility  does  not 
consistently  defer  to  standard  policies  and  procedures  to  readily  handle 
medical  emergencies,  nor  are  formal  procedures  used  to  inform  the  families 
of  juveniles  when  emergencies  do  occur. 

Ms.  Island  stated  that  Vanessa  told  her  that  her  head  had  hit  the 
concrete  floor  during  the  incident  and  that  a guard  had  straddled  her 
while  she  screamed  in  pain. 

Ms.  Island  told  Oklahoma  Indian  Times  that  the  staff  initially  appeared 
to  give  her  the  "brush  off"  when  she  began  to  try  to  get  information  about 
the  incident.  It  was  not  until  Ms.  Island  was  involved  that  Vanessa  was 
transported  to  Mission  Hill  Memorial  Hospital  in  Shawnee,  Oklahoma. 


Reports  from  the  guards  stated  they  tripped  on  the  concrete  while 
detaining  Vanessa  in  a fight  and  fell,  creating  the  injuries...  Hospital 
records  reveal  that  over  twenty-four  hours  had  lapsed  between  the  time 
that  the  injuries  were  sustained  and  when  Vanessa  was  presented  for 
medical  care. 

The  incident  at  the  COJAC  , as  are  other  incidents  across  the  country  , 
are  leading  to  revelations  that  highlight  the  plight  of  minority  youth 
confined  in  correctional  facilities  nationwide.  Earlier  this  year  a report 
released  by  the  Youth  Law  Center  in  Washington,  DC,  entitled  Building 
Blocks  for  Youth,  revealed  an  alarming  pattern  of  racial  bias,  which 
affects  Native  American  youth  at  all  stages  of  processing  within  juvenile 
justice  systems.  The  report  illustrates  how  minority  youth  of  similar  age 
and  gender,  and  charged  with  similar  offenses  to  white  youth  are  arrested, 
detained  and  are  transferred,  or  waived,  to  adult  courts  at  much  higher 
rates  than  that  of  white  youth. 

At  each  step  of  processing,  the  trend  toward  increased  harshness  (i.e., 
more  formal,  lengthy  or  restrictive  punishment)  for  minority  youth 
increases,  while  white  youth  may  receive  the  benefit  of  probation,  parole, 
or  placement  within  a treatment  facility.  To  illustrate  this  problem,  the 
Justice  Policy  Institute  compiled  statistics  for  a report  entitled  The 
Color  of  Justice.  In  the  report,  Texas  minority  youth  comprised  50%  of  the 
youth  population  statewide,  but  accounted  for  65%  of  juveniles  held  in 
secure  detention,  80%  of  juveniles  placed  into  secure  corrections,  and 
100%  of  youth  held  in  adult  jails. 

A report  released  earlier  this  year  by  the  Coalition  for  Juvenile 
Justice  entitled  Enlarging  the  Healing  Circle  highlights  the  enormous 
scope  of  the  problems  faced  specifically  by  Native  American  youth  facing 
juvenile  justice  systems.  The  Coalition  for  Juvenile  Justice  (CJJ)  is  an 
umbrella  organization  dedicated  to  addressing  juvenile  justice  issues  and 
includes  representatives  from  all  fifty  states.  In  an  interview  with 
Oklahoma  Indian  Times,  Deputy  Executive  Director  of  CJJ,  Nancy  Ganon,  said, 
"Native  American  youth  within  juvenile  justice  systems  face  many  problems. 
They  are  more  often  confined  and  are  likely  to  be  confined  farther  from 
home.  They  are  also  typically  confined  for  longer  periods  than  their  white 
counterparts."  Ganon  continued,  "At  a time  when  kids  need  support  the  most 
they  should  not  be  disconnected  from  their  loved  ones.  The  cost  of  travel 
and  the  cost  of  hiring  good  legal  resources-these  are  just  unaffordable 
for  many  families." 

The  CJJ  report  also  cites  the  complexities  of  jurisdictional  issues  that 
are  a tangled  and  frustrating  web.  For  example,  youth  in  federally 
recognized  tribes  are  subject  to  federal  prosecution  for  criminal  acts 
committed  on  reservations.  The  federal  government  operates  no  juvenile 
detention  facilities  and  Native  American  youth  are  often  shipped  to 
facilities  hundreds  of  miles  from  home. 

For  families  who  may  have  no  phone  and  very  limited  resources,  this 
virtually  removes  the  child  from  the  family.  The  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  of 
South  Dakota  recently  issued  a statement  that  paralleled  the  incarceration 
of  Native  American  youth  to  the  infamous  boarding  school  era. 

Native  American  youth  comprise  1%  of  the  US  youth  population  age  10-17, 
yet  are  arrested  for  some  crimes  at  double  to  triple  the  expected  rate. 

Says  David  Doi,  Executive  Director  of  CJJ,  "The  difference  of  one  or  two 
per  cent  may  not  seem  very  large.  The  human  reality,  though,  is  quite 
staggering."  Native  American  families  are  hit  hard  by  that  reality.  The 
incident  faced  by  Kim  Islands'  daughter  has  been  mirrored  by  Native 
American  families  in  several  states. 

Following  the  death  of  a non-Native  American  child  in  a juvenile 
corrections  facility  in  South  Dakota  in  July,  1999,  reports  of  routine  use 
of  shockingly  harsh  methods  of  discipline  and  restraint  surfaced  in  that 
state.  Currently  facing  a class  action  lawsuit  by  the  Youth  Law  Center  and 
a Justice  Department  investigation,  the  State  of  South  Dakota  shows  a high 
rate  of  incarceration  of  minority  youth.  Walk-through  witnesses  state  that 
Native  American  youth  appear  to  comprise  40-50%  of  youth  confined  in  South 
Dakota,  while  the  population  of  that  state  is  less  than  15%  Native 
American.  At  press-time,  the  Office  of  Juvenile  Affairs  of  State  of 
Oklahoma  did  not  have  statistics  available  on  the  racial  makeup  of  youth 


facing  the  juvenile  justice  system  of  this  state,  however  that  office 
stated  that  the  information  would  be  forthcoming.  Jennifer  Ring  is  the 
Director  of  ACLU  of  the  Dakotas.  Her  investigation  of  the  juvenile 
corrections  has  revealed  a complicated  and  tragic  set  of  issues  facing 
Native  American  youth  within  juvenile  justice  systems. 

Jennifer  Ring  told  Oklahoma  Indian  Times  that  this  country  has  become 
scared  of  our  children.  "We  decided  to  get  tough.  In  that,  we  have  decided 
to  put  some  of  our  most  vulnerable  and  troubled  young  people  into  places 
where  they  are  likely  to  be  victims,  and  are  unlikely  to  improve,"  said 
Ring.  "For  Native  American  families,  the  cultural  issues  are  the  strongest 
and  there  are  whole  separate  sets  of  issues  that  come  into  play.  The 
people  making  decisions  about  the  child's  future,  in  terms  of  release  back 
to  the  family  or  further  confinement,  are  normally  uneducated  about  Native 
American  Cultures."  Ring  said  decisionmakers  are  likely  to  view  the  family 
as  2.8  children  with  a mom  and  a dad,  and  this  simply  does  not  work  when 
you  talk  about  extended  family  and  kinship  patterns.  "Someone  that  a 
caseworker  may  view  as  distant  kin  may  be  very  important.  They  often  try 
to  apply  a standard  of  what  a family  should  look  like  that  just  doesn't 
work,"  said  Ring. 

Often,  workers  making  determinations  about  the  child's  future  will  frown 
upon  the  family  because  of  what  are  simply  legitimate  expressions  of 
culture.  For  example,  the  Navajo  are  matrilineal  and  a maternal  uncle  may 
be  more  significant  than  the  father,  yet  a caseworker  might  view  this 
extra  adult  as  somehow  out  of  keeping  with  the  norm  and  refuse  to  release 
the  child  back  to  the  family.  "Understanding  the  family  is  a necessity  in 
aftercare  that's  often  overlooked,  or  worse  yet,  violated.  And  one  of  the 
worst  things  I see  is  that  once  the  child  is  in  the  system,  the  family  can 
have  a very  hard  time  getting  that  child  out.  One  thing  that  adds  to  this 
is  that  Native  Americans  are  not  members  of  a monolithic  single  culture  or 
religion,"  said  Ring. 

Ring  also  said  that  while  tradition  and  culture  play  a vital  role  in 
rehabilitation  of  a juvenile  offender,  it  is  often  discouraged,  or 
prohibited . 

"Self  esteem  and  learning  to  value  ones  place  within  the  family  and 
community  are  absolutely  vital  for  learning  appropriate  behavior  after 
release,  yet  it  is  unlikely  that  a Native  American  youth  will  run  into 
staff  that  are  familiar  with,  and  supportive  of,  traditional  culture," 
said  Ring.  " There  is  no  one  to  say  'you  are  Ojibway'  or  'you  are 
Cherokee',  and  to  affirm  their  identity  and  their  place  within  the 
community  in  a positive  way.  Additionally,  sage  may  be  viewed  by  staff  as 
being  somehow  parallel  to  marijuana,  drumming  may  be  prohibited.  The 
reasons  vary,  sometimes  it's  blatant  racism  and  sometimes  it's  just  plain 
ignorance . remember,  the  policy  for  a long  time  was  cultural  extermination, 
before  that  even  physical  extermination." 

Additionally,  Ring  points  out  that  juvenile  justice  issues  are  not 
unrelated  to  other  complicated  legal  issues  facing  Native  American 
individuals  and  tribes.  She  pointed  out  that  historically  the  courts  and 
congress  have  upheld  a differentiated  status  for  Native  Americans 
concerning  many  issues. 

"Historically,  it  was  left  to  Congress  to  deal  with  Native  American 
issues  and  Native  American  tribes  are  treated  as  a foreign  entity.  Across 
the  board.  Native  Americans  face  many  separate  and  complicated  legal 
issues  not  faced  by  any  other  group,  and  this  is  why  there  is  a separate 
field  of  law  known  as  Indian  Law.  It  is  very  complex,"  said  Ring.  "Yet, 
ironically  the  same  courts  that  differentiate  Native  Americans  in  so  many 
other  circumstances  selectively  ignore  Native  American  cultural  issues  and 
differentiated  needs  when  it  comes  to  juveniles." 

Ring  also  feels  youth  are  lumped  in  with  no  regard  for  the  special 
circumstances  that  are  the  very  basis  for  the  courts  to  differentiate  in 
these  other  circumstances. 

Kim  Island  has  contacted  attorney  John  Foley  of  Oklahoma  City,  OK., 
regarding  the  incident  at  COJAC.  Mr.  Foley  stated  that  the  incident  should 
be  viewed  as  an  opportunity  for  the  appropriate  authorities  to  go  back  and 
take  a look  at  hiring  and  training  policies,  as  well  as  methods  for 
securing  juveniles.  "In  particular,  the  procedures  for  obtaining  medical 


care,  especially  for  serious  injuries  are  an  issue,  authorities  need  to 
relook  at  these  issues."  said  Foley.  Foley  said  that  he  anticipates  filing 
a lawsuit  on  behalf  of  Vanessa  Holder  this  fall. 

Kim  Island  told  OKIT  that,  in  her  situation,  the  Indian  community  has 
helped  her  to  gain  strength  to  fight  the  system  and  that  all  Indian  people 
should  be  aware  of  the  situation. 

"The  Indian  community  must  pull  together  on  this  issue.  There  are  other 
Indian  children  in  that  system  and  we  need  to  be  concerned  about  all  of 
them,"  said  Island.  " It  is  wrong  for  any  child  to  face  abuse,  but  the 
Indian  children  need  our  support,  especially."  Island  said  it  was  her 
traditional  Indian  ways  that  gave  me  her  the  insight  to  follow  through. 

"We  must  use  our  traditional  ways  to  handle  these  issues,"  said  Island. 

Island  also  said  that  she  hopes  that  the  lawsuit  will  bring  issues 
surrounding  policies  and  procedures  to  light,  to  prevent  other  families 
from  going  through  any  similar  ordeal. 

"Hopefully,  the  OJA  (Office  of  Juvenile  Affairs)  will  take  a look  at 
their  hiring  qualifications,"  said  Island.  " Kids  go  into  the  system  with 
a lot  of  problems,  but  what  are  a child's  chances  of  rehabilitation  after 
this  kind  of  thing?  Especially,  Native  American  children  who  have  no 
cultural  affiliation  within  the  system.  Clearly,  the  chances  for  our 
children  are  less  than  average." 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 

"RE : Update  on  Peltier  Phone  Calls"  

Date:  Sat,  23  Sep  2000  23:22:13  -0500 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : UPDATE  ON  PELTIER  PHONE  CALLS! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Below  is  a letter  from  Attorney/Human  Rights  Advocate,  Jennifer  Harbury  on 
the  Peltier  telephone  campaign.  The  letter  includes  sample  comments  for 
your  calls  if  you  would  like  them.  Thanks,  LPDC* 

UPDATE  !!!  WHITE  HOUSE  TELEPHONE  CAMPAIGN 
COUNTDOWN  TO  CLEMENCY 

Dear  Friends, 

The  White  House  telephone  campaign  has  been  going  on  now  for  a full  year, 
and  we  are  pleased  to  note  that  there  are  very  real  results  from  all  of  your 
hard  work  these  last  many  months.  A year  ago,  the  White  House  operators  were 
expressing  surprise  at  hearing  Leonard's  name  again,  and  many  commented  that 
it  was  a very  old  case  and  that  they  had  not  heard  about  him  in  years.  Now 
they  all  recognize  the  name  extremely  well... and  comment  that  it  is  high 
profile  case.  Nothing  could  be  more  important.  Mr.  Clinton  is  hearing  you. 

At  the  same  time,  all  our  outreach  has  paid  off  in  Washington  D.C.  networks 
outside  the  White  House  as  well .. .whereas  last  year  some  of  the  human  rights 
groups  were  asking  who  Leonard  Peltier  is... now  they  all  ask  how  to  help. 
There  are  so  many  other  signs  too  that  things  are  headed  in  a positive 
direction.  Your  long  efforts  have  been  paying  off. 

KEEP  IT  UP  THROUGH  JANUARY  21,  2001!!!!  Our  very  best  window  for  getting 
clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier  lies  between  election  day  in  November,  and 
Inauguration  Day  on  January  21.  The  Democratic  party  will  have  carried  out 
its  campaign,  and  Hillary  Clinton  and  A1  Gore  will  have  either  won  their 
offices  or  not.  Either  way,  Mr.  Clinton  will  not  have  so  many  reasons  to 
avoid  controversial  issues.  After  that,  we  will  have  a long  wait.  Even  if 
Gore  wins,  it  will  take  him  some  time  to  learn  all  the  facts  and  gain  the 
political  confidence  to  deal  with  this  case. . probably  sometime  in  his  second 
term.  Leonard  cannot  wait  this  long.  His  medical  condition  puts  him  at  risk 
for  kidney  failure,  blindness  and  stroke.  Time  is  running  out. 

We  need  daily  calls  to  the  White  House  from  as  many  people  as  possible. 
Please  focus  ALL  your  calls  there.  The  telephone  number  is  202-456-1111.  We 
will  let  you  know  if  we  need  additional  calls  to  Janet  Reno  or  to  members  of 


Congress.  But  for  now,  please  ALL  CALLS  GO  TO  CLINTON!!!  Try  to  begin 
organizing  networks  of  friends  for  the  calls,  and  assure  that  during  the 
most  critical  time  of  all,  CHRISTMAS  WEEK,  that  the  calls  keep  rolling  in  to 
the  White  House.  We  know  we  are  asking  a lot,  but  if  Leonard  at  last  goes 
free,  we  will  all  be  able  to  rest  at  last... after  one  big  celebration  of 
course.  At  the  very  least,  please  call  once  a week  on  your  regional  call-in 
day:  The  northeast  people  call  on  Mondays.  The  southeast  calls  on  Tuesdays, 
the  mid-west  and  International  calls  on  Wednesday,  the  northwest  calls  on 
Thursday  and  the  southwest  calls  on  Friday. 

MESSAGE  : 

1.  We  demand  clemency  for  Mr.  Leonard  Peltier,  a Native  American  citizen  who 
has  now  been  imprisoned  for  nearly  twenty  five  years.  His  immediate  release 
has  also  been  demanded  by  Amnesty  International,  Coretta  Scott  King,  the 
Robert  F.  Kennedy  Memorial  Center  for  Human  Rights,  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu, 
the  Rev.  Hesse  Hackson,  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  Nobel 
Laureate  Rigoberta  Menchu,  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and  many 
others . 

2.  Mr.  Peltier  never  received  a fair  trial  of  any  kind.  The  witnesses  have 
all  admitted  they  were  heavily  coerced  and  intimidated  by  the  FBI,  and  a 
ballistics  test  proving  the  bullet  in  question  did  not  come  from  Mr. 

Peltier, s weapon  was  concealed  from  the  defense  attorneys.  The  judge  who 
denied  him  a new  trial  has  written  to  support  clemency  for  Mr.  Peltier. 

3.  Mr.  Peltier  is  long  overdue  for  parole,  and  it  is  clear  he  will  not  be 
released  until  he  confesses  to  a crime  he  did  not  commit. 

4.  Mr.  Peltier  has  achieved  a remarkable  record  of  humanitarian  achievements 
during  his  many  years  behind  bars.  Among  other  things,  he  sponsors  and 
annual  Chirstmas  drive  for  toys  and  clothing  for  the  children  of  Pine  Ridge, 
he  contributes  his  art  to  assist  battered  women's  shelters  and  substance 
abuse  programs,  he  has  established  a Native  American  scholarship  program, 
collaborated  in  improving  health  care  on  the  reservation,  and  adopted 
children  in  Guatemala  and  El  Salvador  through  Childreach,  amongst  many  other 
good  deeds.  His  also  received  a human  rights  award  from  the  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  from  Spain. 

5.  Mr.  Peltier  is  now  in  deteriorating  health.  He  suffers  from  a heart 
condition,  high  blood  pressure  and  diabetes.  He  is  blind  in  one  eye  due  to 
poor  medical  care.  He  risks,  in  the  future,  blindness,  stroke  and  kidney 
failure  given  the  poor  prison  medical  care  and  living  conditions.  TIME  IS 
RUNNING  OUT  FOR  JUSTICE . 

6.  Mr.  Peltier  is  a living  symbol  of  U.S.  repression  against  its  Native 
citizenry.  We  must  remember  that  64  AIM  supporters  were  murdered  on  Pine 
Ridge  during  that  tragic  period,  and  that  the  FBI  was  closely  collaborating 
with  the  GOONs  carrying  out  the  violence.  The  time  has  come  to  heal  some  of 
these  old  wounds.  The  time  has  come  for  the  United  States  to  show  that  it  is 
worth  to  claim  the  position  of  leadership  in  world  human  rights  affairs. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : NYC  March  for  Peltier  Glitch"  


Date:  Thu,  21  Sep  2000  14:39:47  -0500 


From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : PLEASE  TAKE  NOTE! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

There  has  been  a glitch  with  our  plans  for  the  December  10th  Peltier  March 
for  Freedom  in  New  York  City.  We  will  most  likely  be  denied  a permit  to 
march  from  Battery  Park  to  Dag  Hammarskjold  Park  near  the  UN  because  of  the 
length  of  the  route.  Therefore,  we  will  most  likely  have  to  change  our 
starting  point  from  Battery  Park  to  a more  central  location.  We  apologize 
for  any  confusion  this  may  have  caused.  Our  route  should  be  settled  in  the 
next  two  weeks  and  we  will  let  you  know  more  details  when  negotiations 
conclude.  Meanwhile,  we  can  continue  to  publicize  the  march,  and  just  let 
everyone  know  that  details  will  be  announced  soon.  But,  if  you  received 
flyers  and/or  camera  ready  ads  from  us  with  "Battery  Park"  listed  as  the 
starting  point,  please  do  not  use  them.  We  will  resend  you  new  ones  once 
this  is  settled.  Again,  we  apologize  for  the  trouble.  Thank  you. 

In  Solidarity, 

LPDC 

Call  the  White  Flouse  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : statement  from  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Sep  2000  13:00:14  EDT 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Subj:  Statement  from  LEONARD  PELTIER--USP#89637-132 

Fley  Mike--thanks  for  this!  I hadn't  seen  it... will  send  out  to  all.  /Harvey 
From:  mbroon@columbus.rr.com  (Michael  Eckhardt) 

hi  harvey-- 

here  (below)  is  a statement  which  i secured  from  leonard  in  support 
of  the  rally  against  the  growth  and  devastating  effects  of  the  prison 
industrial  complex,  hope  you  are  well,  will  be  thinking  of  you  and  all 
of  our  loved  ones,  associates  and  circle  of  friends  over  the  autumnal 
eqinox  this  week,  sally  and  i will  be  at  the  waters  edge  of  lake  erie. 
peace  in  struggle. 

love,  michael  eckhardt,  Columbus,  Ohio,  LPSG>> 

STATEMENT  IN  SUPPORT  OF  CRITICAL  RESISTANCE  FROM  LEONARD  PELTIER 

Dear  brothers  and  sisters,  friends  and  supporters, 

I want  to  begin  by  thanking  you  for  your  commitment  to  building  a movement 
whose  goal  is  to  raise  awareness  around,  and  actively  stop  the  prison 
industrial  complex.  Many  people,  even  activists,  don't  realize  how  serious 
the  situation  really  has  become.  It  is  not  just  something  that  we,  those  of 
us  locked  up,  have  to  worry  about.  Each  and  every  one  of  you  have  had  your 
rights  completely  stripped  away,  and  it  is  important  that  people  really 
understand  just  how  bad  things  have  gotten. 

While  the  media  and  politicians  have  fed  the  public  propaganda  about  the 
need  to  be  "tough  on  crime"  so  that  they  can  feel  safe,  the  public 
themselves  have  allowed  their  own  right  to  due  process  to  be  totally 
compromised,  letting  laws  get  passed  that  allow  people  to  be  railroaded  into 
prison  with  almost  no  avenue  for  redress.  Chances  for  parole  or  a new  trial 
are  virtually  nil  these  days,  despite  overwhelming  evidence  that  might  exist 


of  a person's  innocence  or  rehabilitation.  The  victims'  rights  movement  has 
made  victims  of  thousands  of  innocent  people,  rather  than  protecting  those 
who  have  suffered  great  tragedies. 

While  some  media  describes  today's  prisons  as  "country  clubs"  many  around 
me  are  sick  and  dying,  or  even  dead  because  of  the  total  lack  of  even  the 
most  basic  healthcare.  When  we  do  get  doctors  who  are  sympathetic  and 
actually  care  about  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  they  are  fired.  I spent 
the  last  four  years  with  my  jaw  frozen  open.  I couldn't  even  bite  or  chew 

my  food.  This  was  a result  of  surgeries  done  by  prison  medical  personnel, 

which  is  why  many  prisoners  avoid  being  "treated"  altogether.  We  are  forced 
to  work  in  factories,  in  inhumane  conditions.  Today  it  was  105  degrees  in 
there.  Any  programs  aimed  at  rehabilitation  have  been  abolished.  We  do  not 
even  have  any  basic  classes  anymore  and  there  is  an  effort  being  undertaken 
to  get  rid  of  our  already  limited  telephone  "privileges"  and  visitation 
rights.  This  will  destroy  our  already  devastated  families.  I'm  not  sure 
what  country  club  they  are  talking  about.  I can  tell  you  that  the  prisons  I 
have  been  in  have  been  nothing  less  than  hell. 

It's  not  only  profit  that  is  giving  incentive  for  the  powerful  to  lock  up 
so  many.  The  other  side  of  the  coin  is  pure  and  simple  racism.  The  people 

in  communities  of  color  are  the  disposables  of  society.  That's  why  when  we 

are  murdered  or  assaulted  in  Indian  Country,  we  are  lucky  if  the  police  even 
show  up.  . . .no  one  bats  an  eye.  But,  if  one  of  our  people  steals  a six 
pack  of  soda  or  is  caught  with  some  pot,  they  could  face  life  in  prison. 
Rather  than  spending  money  on  improving  schools  in  our  communities,  or 
providing  healthcare  and  jobs,  the  government  is  building  more  and  more 
prisons  while  our  people  continue  to  languish  in  poverty.  This  must  stop. 

More  disturbing  is  the  fact  that  when  we  as  young  people  in  the  American 
Indian  Movement,  the  Black  Panthers,  the  Brown  Berets  or  in  the  Young  Lords, 
found  that  we  were  capable  of  providing  our  own  solutions  to  the  problems 
our  communities  faced,  the  government  responded  by  waging  war  against  us. 

The  FBI,  the  CIA,  and  the  police  made  sure  that  our  efforts  to  simply  live 
in  health  and  in  accordance  to  our  cultures,  would  fail. 

But  my  friends,  we  will  not  fail  in  the  end.  It  is  you  out  there  working 
to  unify  and  educate  the  masses, who  give  me  hope  for  the  future  generations. 
So,  I encourage  you  to  continue  to  work  hard  to  stop  this  alarming  and 
devastating  trend.  I encourage  you  to  support  all  political  prisoners. 

Free  Mumia! 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Florse, 

Leonard  Peltier 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  25  September  2000  20:55:07  -0500 
From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Birthday:  9/12/44  < send  Leonard  a card. 

Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Robison,  Earl  Henry 


Rosner,  1.  Toumak 


#A181-257 
PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  8/25/48 
Ancestry:  Ojibwe  / 
Tuscarawaw 

Satterfield,  Charles  A 

CV-1549 

10745  Rt.  18 

Albion,  PA  16475-0002 

Date  of  Birth:  4/6/65 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Rust,  Dr.,  Paul 
CU-3171  D/B  12 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  4/12/73 


#91-B-04111 

135  State  St.,  Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13021 
Date  of  Birth:  4/13/57 
Ancestry: 

Cherokee/Choctaw 

Savol,  Anthony 
AP9394  SCI  - Albion 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/3/54 

Schmidt,  Pogey  L. 

#29239  - S-D-139 
609  E.  Pence  Rd. 

Western  Missouri  Corr.  Center 
Camern,  MO  64429 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  Danet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Dail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640409,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Sep  2000  23:48:33  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Sept  7,  1900. 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  RED  MAN  AND  HELPER. 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY  BY  APPRENTICES  AT  THE 


INDIAN  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA. 


RED  MAN,  VOL.  XVI.  No.  12. 
FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7,  1900 
CONSOLIDATED  RED  MAN  & HELPER 
VOL.  1,  NO.  9 


FOR  THE  RED  MAN  & HELPER 
THE  BLUE  lAY. 


The  silence  of  the  golden  afternoon 
Is  broken  by  the  chatter  of  the  jay. 

What  season  finds  him  when  he  is  not  gay. 
Light-hearted,  noisy,  singing  out  of  tune. 
High-crested,  blue  as  is  the  sky  of  Dune. 
'Tis  Autumn  when  he  comes;  the  hazy  air. 
Half-hiding  like  a veil,  lies  ev'ry  where. 
Full  of  the  memories  of  summer  soon 
To  fade;  leaves,  losing  hold  upon  the  tree. 
Fly  hopeless  in  the  wintry  wind's  unrest; 
The  goldenrod  is  burning  fitfully; 

The  squirrel  leaves  his  leafy  summer  nest. 
Descends  and  gathers  up  the  nuts  that  drop. 
When  lightly  shaken,  from  the  hick'ry  top. 
CHINNURRIE  HARDO. 


THE  REDMAN  AND  HELPER 


PUBLISHED  WEEKLY  IN  THE 

INTEREST  OF  THE  RISING  INDIAN. 


The  Mechanical  Work  on  this  Paper  is 
Done  by  Indian  Apprentices. 


TERMS:  TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS  A YEAR. 
IN  ADVANCE. 


Address  all  Business  Correspondence: 
Miss  M.  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing, 
Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  Post  Office  at  Carlisle,  Pa,  as 
Second-class  matter. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  this  paper  from  the 
Post  Office,  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has. 


Make  a living;  but  remember  that  there 
is  one  thing  better  than  making  a living 
-making  a life. 


The  last  official  report  gives  in  round  numbers  126,000  Indians 
wearing  citizen's  dress  out  of  267,905  wards  of  the  Government;  42,000, 
or  nearly  one  fourth  of  the  entire  number,  who  can  read;  53,000,  or  over 
one  fourth,  who  speak  English,  and  31,000  adult  church  members,  (only 
partially  reported.) 


"Instead  of  allowing  students  to  learn  trades  which  can  be  of  no 
possible  use  in  their  homes,"  says  a contemporary,  "the  industrial 
schools  might  do  more  to  adapt  their  training  to  the  Indians'  needs, 
making  a specialty  of  agriculture  in  its  various  branches,  so  that  they 
can  make  a living  on  the  farming  or  grazing  land  which  nearly  all  of 
them  own . " 


If  any  one  thinks  that  "nearly  all"  Indians  own  land  upon  which  they 
can  make  a living  by  agriculture,  it  might  be  well  for  him  to  make  a 
study  of  the  official  reports.  He  will  find  whole  tribes,  like  the 
Sioux,  occupying  barren  reservations  upon  which  it  is  IMPOSSIBLE  for 
them  ever  to  become  self-supporting. 


The  current  number  of  the  Club  Woman  tells  a very  suggestive  paper  by 
Mrs.  Ham  of  the  Indian  Territory,  on  "Town  and  Village  Improvement", 
read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory 
Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs.  Mrs.  Ham,  says  the  correspondent  of  the 
Club  Woman,  is  an  educated,  wealthy  Indian  woman. 


The  object  of  teaching  trades  at  Carlisle,  and  presumably  at  other 
industrial  schools  is  NOT  to  give  Indians  something  they  can  use  on  the 
reservation,  but  to  equip  them  for  labor  and  success  through  the 
ordinary  channels  and  in  the  active  currents  of  life.  It  would  puzzle 
any  one,  we  think,  to  plan  a course  of  study  fitting  for  life  upon  the 
average  Indian  reservation.  We  do  not  aim  to  prepare  them  for  life  "at 
home",  but  to  enable  them  to  CREATE  a home  that  is  worthy  of  the  name. 


It  is  estimated  that  the  various  Indian  tribes  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Indian  Bureau  earn  in  civilized  pursuits  an  average  of  71  percent 
of  their  support.  This  does  not  include  the  "Five  Civilized  Tribes." 

The  remaining  29  per  cent  is  obtained  in  varying  proportions  by  hunting 
and  fishing,  cash  annuity  or  lease  money,  and  Government  rations.  The 
former  are  certainly  legitimate  sources  of  income,  so  that  the 
proportion  received  as  an  out-and-out  gratuity  can  not  be  very  large. 

The  lowest  percentage  of  earnings  - ten  per  cent  of  their  living  - is 
found  among  the  wealthy  Osages,  who  "do  not  have  to  work,"  since  their 
funded  capital  brings  in  an  average  per  capita  income  of  $200  "per 
annum."  There  are  a number  of  tribes  who  are  entirely  self-supporting. 

These  figures  are  taken  from  the  official  reports,  and  show  a 
condition  of  affairs  much  better  than  is  commonly  supposed  to  exist. 
Certainly  the  facts  do  not  justify  any  one  in  careless  generalizations 
about  "pauper  Indians." 


AN  INDIAN  SOLDIER  BOY  IN  CHINA. 


TIENTSIN,  CHINA,  AUGUST  8,  1900 
MA10R  R . H . PRATT - 

My  dear  Sir: 

I will  write  a few  lines  before  I leave.  A general  advance  will  be 
made  to  Pekin.  We  are  now  awaiting  orders  to  move  at  a moment's 
notice.  The  ^Japanese  and  the  Russions  are  on  the  line  now,  but  can 
advance  no  further  than  the  entrenchments  of  the  Boxers.  They  have  lost 
quite  a number  of  their  men  since  they  have  been  out  there. 

A battery  of  the  5th  Artillery  has  just  arrived  and  also  two  squadrons 
of  the  6th  Cavalry.  We  had  good  hot  times  when  we  arrived.  The  battle 
was  a severe  one,  but  we  were  very  lucky  to  lose  only  about  nineteen  men 
and  our  General,  Gen.  Liscum,  and  about  nine  officers. 

The  Americans  and  the  lapanese  lay  in  trenches  all  day,  and  took  the 
city  at  night.  You  can  well  imagine  what  it  is  to  be  under  a singing 
storm  of  bullets  and  shells.  A man  couldn't  stick  his  head  out  from 
behind  the  trenches;  if  he  did,  he  got  a volley  of  shots. 

No  man  will  ever  attempt  again  to  do  what  we  did  on  Duly  13th.  Going 
up  against  a wall  thirty  feet  high  and  half  as  wide  with  rifles  only! 
That  wasn't  all  - the  enemy  had  the  range  of  everything  from  the  second 
wall  in.  We  are  now  prepared  to  go  up  against  any  wall. 

The  Americans,  English  and  lapanese  will  advance  together.  The 
Russians  are  off  by  themselves.  I think  every  nation  is  represented 
here.  At  least  all  the  civilizad  nations  are  anyway.  I guess  I am  the 
only  representative  from  the  Carlisle  School,  and  I am  proud  of  it  too. 
We  have  Carlisle  Indians  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  world.  No  matter 
where  I am,  I always  find  people  who  know  what  is  being  done  at  Carlisle 
for  the  Indians. 


We  are  now  experiencing  some  very  hard  times.  Nothing  to  eat  and  very 
little  to  drink.  I am  doing  the  best  I can  and  shall  continue  doing  so. 
ARTHUR  BONNICASTLE , 

Co.  E.,  9th  U.S.  Infantry. 


WORDS  AND  THEIR  MEANINGS. 

Children  get  queer  associations  of  ideas  in  their  heads  at  times.  A 
little  lad  on  Capitol  Hill  has  a playmate  of  his  own  age  in  the  son  of  a 
poor  neighbor.  The  son  of  toil  visited  his  richer  friend  the  other  day, 
wearing  a gorgeous  red  tie.  The  son  of  wealth  asked  Benny  where  he  got 
it.  "My  mamma  dyed  it  for  me  for  a birthday  present/'  lisped  Benny. 
After  Benny  went  home,  Rex  played  listlessly  about  for  a time,  and  then 
leaned  on  his  mother's  knee,  thoughtfully  studying  the  pictures  in  the 
fire.  "Mamma,"  he  said  finally,  "Benny's  tie  was  awfully  pretty,  wasn't 
it?"  "Yes,  dear."  "Mama,  won't  you  kill  me  a tie  like  Benny's  when  I 
get  a birthday?" 

-[Washington  Star. 


Indians  Get  Contracts. 

Says  the  Denver,  (Col.)  Republican: 

Indians  were  the  lowest  bidders  for  several  contracts  for  furnishing 
agricultural  products  to  army  posts  in  the  Department  of  the  Colorado. 
The  red  men  put  in  their  bids  against  dozens  of  white  men  and  in  nearly 
every  case  the  Indians'  bids  were  the  lowest.  At  army  headquarters 
recently  the  bids  were  opened  and  classified  by  Col.  Boyle,  acting 
quartermaster  of  this  department,  and  the  lowest  were  selected,  and  as 
is  customary,  sent  to  the  Quartermaster  General  in  Washington  with  the 
recommendation  that  they  be  approved. 

These  are  Indians  who  DO  possess  some  good  agricultural  land,  and  are 
learning  to  make  the  most  of  their  opportunities.  There  is  no  rule 
which  will  apply  to  all,  except  the  rule  of  individual  self-help. 

We  note  with  satisfaction  that  the  Government  has  recently  admitted 
the  Indians  on  an  equality  with  white  men  in  bidding  for  supplies. 

These  people  pay  for  their  own  seeds  and  farming  machinery. 


AN  OLD-TIME  GHOST  FEAST. 


Susie  Boyd  writes  from  Poplar,  Montana,  where  the  Indians  are  possibly 
as  wedded  to  old  customs  as  they  are  anywhere,  an  interesting 
description  of  the  "Ghost  Feast"  which  she  witnessed  soon  after  her 
return  last  summer. 

"The  feast,"  she  says,  "is  given  by  the  mother  of  a dead  child.  His 
or  her  spirit  is  supposed  to  be  present,  and  is  embodied  in  a lock  of 
hair  that  was  cut  off  after  death  and  preserved  in  a bundle  wrapped 
about  with  calico,  shawls  or  anything  that  they  would  hold  as  their  own 
if  living. 

The  mother  acts  as  superintendent  while  four  or  five  women  prepare  the 
feast,  which  consists  of  dog  meat,  Indian  turnips,  cherry  soup,  fried 
bread,  (this  is  something  good,)  and  many  other  things  I didn't  know  the 
name  of  and  didn't  like  to  ask! 

After  the  men,  women  and  children  have  seated  themselves  in  a circle, 
the  waitresses  are  kept  busy  passing  the  goodies  (?)  until  every  bucket 
is  clean  down  to  the  bottom. 

When  all  have  done  justice  to  their  appetites,  ponies,  calico, 
blankets,  quilts  and  all  that  the  ghost's  mother  owns  is  given  away,  and 
the  crowds  depart  for  their  teepees." 

This  is  not  all  of  the  "Ghost  Feast",  in  fact,  to  explain  the  full 
meaning  of  the  ceremony  and  singular  beliefs  upon  which  it  is  based 
would  take  too  much  space.  It  is  significant  that  all  Indians,  so  far 
as  we  know,  believe  in  a life  after  death.  We  have  twice  witnessed 
these  feasts  among  the  Sioux  in  South  Dakota. 


SIX  THOUSAND  FEET  ABOVE  THE  SEA. 


Major  Pratt  has  received  an  interesting  letter  from  Jeannette  Horn, 


('99)  who  is  camping  out  on  the  summit  of  the  Coast  Range.  She 
describes  the  spot  in  these  words: 

The  place  commands  a beautiful  view  in  all  directions.  We  can  see  the 
line  of  the  broad  Pacific  on  the  west;  Mt.  Shasta,  which  is  covered  with 
perpetual  snow,  on  the  east. 

On  the  north  the  beautiful  sky  line,  which  is  irregularly  broken  by 
storm-beaten  trees,  consisting  of  cedar,  fir  and  pine  trees. 

On  the  south  we  can  see  range  after  range  of  mountains  in  colors  from 
olive  green  to  blue,  the  last  dimly  oulined  against  the  sky. 

I think  you  would  enjoy  a trip  up  here,  for  the  air  is  so  healing; 
almost  better  than  medicine.  Teachers  and  other  workers  from  the  school 
generally  come  up  here  during  their  vacation  to  recuperate. 

All  the  Carlisle  students  were  well  when  I left  Hoopa. 


MONUMENT  TO  INDIANS. 


A monument  to  Catawba  Indians  who  served  in  the  Confederate  Army  has 
been  put  up  at  Fort  Mills,  South  Carolina. 

In  the  park  in  which  the  monument  stands  is  another  to  Confederate 
soldiers,  erected  by  Colonel  White  and  others  of  Fort  Mills.  There  is 
still  another  - to  the  women  of  the  Confederacy  - the  first  of  its  kind 
built,  and  one  to  the  faithful  slaves,  the  only  monument  of  that  nature 
ever  erected.  They  were  built  by  Colonel  White  years  ago.  Fie  was  a 
large  slave  owner,  and  during  the  war,  like  thousands  of  others,  left 
his  wife  and  children  in  the  care  of  his  negroes. 

There  were  no  elaborate  exercises  at  the  dedication.  About  30  Indians 
came  from  the  reservation  10  miles  from  Fort  Mills  and  were  feasted  by 
Colonel  White.  Afterward  Benjamin  Harris,  chief  of  the  tribe,  and  one 
of  the  half  dozen  full-bloods  surviving,  made  an  address.  Harris  is  the 
son  of  a scout  who  served  in  the  Civil  War  with  Capt.  E.A.  Crawford,  of 
the  Twelfth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  commanded  by  Cadwallader  Jones, 
there  were  several  of  these  Catawba  scouts,  and  John  and  lames  Harris 
and  Samuel  Campbell  were  killed  in  battle.  Their  widows  are  pensioned 
by  the  State. 

The  monument  is  a handsome  marble  shaft  bearing  the  figure  of  an 
Indian  warrior  with  drawn  bow.  On  the  sides  are  inscriptions  telling  of 
the  bravery  of  the  men  in  battle,  their  friendship  for  the  whites  and 
the  services  of  a company  of  scouts  in  the  Confederate  Army. 


Allotment  is  the  most  important  problem  for  the  Osages  to  solve  and 
county  organization  the  problem  of  both  the  Indian  and  the  white  man. 
They  must  be  disposed  of  in  the  coming  two  years.  They  should  be  pushed 
to  the  front.  -[Osage  Journal. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand ' s Domain. 

Heavy  dews. 

Feeling  rested? 

Moonlight  nights. 

School  opened  on  Monday. 

"Summer  lingers  in  the  lap  of  fall." 

Miss  Jennie  P.  Cochran,  teacher,  has  resigned. 

Dr.  Eastman  is  in  the  country  this  week  on  Outing  business. 

The  man  with  the  wagon  load  of  peaches  is  popular  these  days. 

Miss  Robertson,  teacher,  has  been  transferred  to  Miss  Ely's  office. 

There  is  inspiration  in  the  thought  of  the  year's  work  ahead  of  us. 

Mr.  Standing  has  gone  to  Charter  Oak,  Iowa,  to  visit  his  brother,  who 
is  very  ill. 

Miss  Dora  S.  Dutton,  formerly  kindergartener  at  Fort  Totten,  N.D.,  has 
reported  here  as  a teacher. 

Miss  Effie  Moul  and  Miss  Lizzie  Searight,  both  of  Carlisle  are 
assistants  in  Girls'  quarters  at  present. 

Martin  Wheelock,  assistant  in  Small  Boys'  Quarters,  has  been  spending 
a short  vacation  at  Pen  Mar,  Maryland. 

Miss  Cutter,  Miss  Wood,  Miss  Mclntire,  Miss  Bowersox,  Miss  Paul  and 


Miss  Smith  were  among  the  many  arrivals  of  Friday  and  Saturday. 

Frank  Hudson,  assistant  clerk,  who  resigned  to  accept  a position  in 
City  Deposit  Bank,  Pittsburg,  left  for  his  new  field  on  Monday. 

Major  Pratt  and  family  returned  last  Thursday.  They  came  by  way  of 
Lake  Champlain  and  the  Fludson  River.  All  are  looking  well  and  report  a 
delightful  trip. 

Among  the  Duniors  and  Seniors  returned  Friday  and  Saturday  were  the 
following  typos:  Arthur  Sickles,  Donald  McIntosh,  Thomas  Saul,  Arthur 
Pratt,  Ollie  Choteau,  and  George  Ferris. 

Girls  in  the  two  higher  grades  came  in  from  the  country  on  Friday  and 
the  boys  on  Saturday.  They  are  looking  brown  and  well,  especially  those 
who  have  been  spending  the  summer  at  the  shore. 

Mary  Morris  and  Mary  Bruce  left  Monday  morning  to  spend  the  winter  in 
Swarthmore.  They  have  done  faithful  service  in  the  Teachers'  Club  and 
are  sure  to  make  a good  record  for  Carlisle. 

There  was  a lawn  sociable  on  Saturday  which  was  particularly  enjoyed, 
as  there  were  so  many  new  arrivals  to  exchange  summer  experiences  with 
the  stay  at-homes.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  orchestra. 

The  football  players  have  begun  regular  practice  on  the  athletic 
field.  Although  there  are  but  six  of  the  old  players  left,  Mr.  Warner 
hopes  to  develop  some  new  material  equal  to  the  old.  The  boys  are 
ambitious  to  excel. 

A letter  from  Miss  Miller,  who  is  at  Wesleyan  College,  Macon,  Georgia, 
to  a friend  at  the  school,  describes  her  trip  in  a very  pleasant  way, 
and  tells  of  finding  delightful  Southern  kindness  and  hospitality  in  her 
new  home. 

Celinda  King  came  in  from  Mount  Holly  to  spend  a week.  She  expects  to 
attend  school  in  Mount  Holly  this  winter.  No  need  to  say  that  she  is 
always  jolly,  excepting  the  seasons  when  she  wonders  what  has  become  of 
all  her  money. 

Margaret  Scholder  returned  on  Tuesday  to  her  summer  home  at  Flora 
Dale,  where  she  expects  to  spend  the  winter.  She  will  be  greatly  missed 
in  Quarters,  but  the  friends  hope  the  advantage  to  her  health  will  be 
sufficient  to  warrant  this  decision. 

A private  letter  from  Samuel  Barker  who  is  in  the  army  at  Manila,  says 
life  is  pretty  quiet  there  now.  No  fighting  and  a good  deal  of  rain. 

He  writes  that  Hugh  Leider  is  in  the  same  regiment,  and  both  are  well. 

He  reports  having  heard  from  William  Colombe  recently  and  that  he,  too, 
is  in  good  health. 

Sallie  Santiago  left  Monday  night  for  Grenada,  Miss.,  to  attend 
school . 

Alberta  and  Willard  Gansworth  returned  from  their  home  in  New  York. 

Margaret  Freemont  and  her  brother  came  from  their  home  in  Omaha  Agency 
Nebraska . 

The  new  football  suits  came  the  other  day  and  are  now  being  trimmed  in 
the  tailor  shop. 

Sarah  Pierre  returned  from  the  sea-shore  and  brought  a very  handsome 
bracelet  for  Miss  Barr,  this  week. 

Nora  Peawa  left  on  Saturday  morning  to  spend  a few  days  with  Miss  Edge 
of  Downingtown. 

Miss  Lida  C.  Sabin  of  Lebanon,  Ohio,  assistant  matron,  has  resigned 
and  gone  to  Toledo,  Ohio. 

There  has  not  been  any  study  hour  this  week  as  the  lights  are  being 
repaired  for  the  winter's  work. 

It  is  reported  that  some  of  the  ladies  are  fitting  up  their  rooms  in  a 
very  dainty  and  attractive  style. 

Miss  Newcomer  took  her  Sunday  School  class  to  Boiling  Springs  on  the 
trolley  Wednesday  evening. 

Singing  classes  are  hard  at  work  and  show  remarkable  improvment  during 
the  summer's  vacation. 

Mrs.  DeLoss  writes  that  she  is  improving  in  health,  which  is  good  news 
to  her  Carlisle  associates. 

Mrs.  Corbin  and  Miss  Zeamer  instructors  in  the  sewing  department 
returned  after  a few  weeks'  rest. 


The  Haskell  Leaden  notes  the  presence  at  Haskell  Institute  of  Mrs. 
Given,  as  the  guest  of  Mrs.  Dixon,  last  month. 

Mr.  Eugene  H.  Brock,  for  several  months  assistant  disciplinarian,  has 
resigned  to  take  up  the  study  of  law. 

School  attendance  is  still  small  but  after  the  party  has  returned  from 
their  summer's  outing  we  will  again  have  a full  house. 

One  of  the  girls  was  heard  wishing  the  ocean  was  below  the  laundry 
building,  it  would  be  so  nice  to  cool  off  there  these  hot  days. 

The  girls'  new  uniforms  for  this  winter  will  be  made  in  a new  style, 
they  will  be  trim  with  white  braid  and  will  look  very  attractive. 

Mrs.  Rumsport  returned  from  her  summer  vacation  last  week,  and  has 
resumed  her  work  in  the  kitchen  of  the  club  in  spite  of  malaria. 

A tiny  traveller,  looking  from  a car  window  at  a foaming  waterfall, 
called  out:  "0  mama!  See  the  soda  water  running  down  the  mountain!" 

Eighty  one  new  pupils  have  been  admitted  to  the  various  grades  thus 
far,  mostly  in  the  lower  grades.  Two  new  Juniors  have  entered. 

Siceni  J.  Nori,  (Class  '94)  a graduate  of  Stewart's  Business  College, 
Trenton,  N.J.  takes  Mr.  Hudson's  place. 

The  class  work  is  fully  underway.  Some  grades  are  of  necessity  quite 
small,  but  when  the  homeward  "Hegira"  begins  there  will  be  pupils  enough 
and  to  spare. 

Political  speeches  at  the  guard  house  corner  the  other  evening  were 
sharp  and  to  the  point,  showing  that  the  boys  are  awake  on  the  issues  of 
the  fall  campaign. 

A more  earnest  and  dtermined  class  could  not  be  found,  than  that  of 
the  Seniors,  and  they  have  resolved  to  conquer  their  language  under  the 
instruction  of  Miss  Cutter. 

The  48  Juniors  present  have  resumed  their  studies  with  an  earnestenss 
very  gratifying  to  their  teacher.  Earnestness  insures  interest  and  all 
interested  class  is  sure  of  rapid  progress. 

A party  of  five,  teachers  and  students  were  pleasantly  entertained  on 
the  square  between  the  shops  by  a concert  given  by  a remnant  of  the 
"Paris  Band."  The  "Star  Spangled  Banner,"  and  "Cake  Walk"  were  very 
well  rendered,  and  the  audience  fully  appreciated  the  treat  of  hearing 
the  band. 

Miss  Luckenbaugh  writes  from  Pasadena,  Cal.,  where  she  has  spent  a 
very  pleasant  summer,  although  "her  heart  still  clings  to  the  eastern 
scenes  and  eastern  friends." 

Although  the  work  of  the  laundry  has  been  heavier  than  usual  this 
Summer,  it  has  been  lightened  by  some  small  boys,  who  seem  to  enjoy  the 
work,  and  do  it  cheerfully  and  well. 

"The  afternoons  are  too  short,"  exclaimed  an  enthusiastic  Junior  at 
the  close  of  the  school  session  the  other  day.  "They  will  be  longer 
next  summer,"  remarked  a more  experienced  member  present. 

Miss  Roberts  takes  charge  of  No.  2,  Miss  Dutton,  No.  4,  Mrs.  Walters 
succeeds  Miss  Robertson  who  goes  to  Miss  Ely's  office.  Miss  Robbins  is 
located  in  No.  9 in  place  of  Miss  Cochran  who  resigned. 

Miss  Annie  B.  Moore  of  Lawrence,  Kansas,  teacher  of  insturmental 
music,  has  been  appointed  as  music  instructor  here.  She  held  the  same 
position  here  some  years  ago  and  all  the  old  friends  are  glad  to  see  her 
back  again. 

The  Carlisle  exhibit  of  drawing  at  the  Martha's  Vineyard  Summer  School 
attracted  much  attention.  Comments: 

"Really!  Why  it  is  better  than  civilized  children  do!  Who  would  have 
believed  it.  And  they  are  only  Indians  too!  What  is  this  world  coming 
to?" 

The  noted  Frendch  astronomer  Flammarion,  has  written  several  books  to 
prove  that  the  world  will  come  to  an  end  by  the  gradual  cooling  of  the 
sun,  so  that  everything  on  the  earth  would  die  from  lack  of  warmth.  The 
weather  during  the  past  few  days  ought  to  make  him  think  he  has  made  a 
mistake. 

The  picnic  recorded  in  the  last  week's  issue  was  given  by  Mr.  T.B. 
Mellor  of  West  Chester.  Twenty-five  girls  were  invited.  Several  did 
not  come  on  account  of  sickness  in  the  families.  Mr.  Mellor  was  very 


kind  to  think  of  us.  He  paid  for  the  ice  cream  and  hired  the  boats. 

Each  of  the  girls  wish  to  thank  him  through  the  columns  of  THE  RED  MAN 
AND  HELPER  for  the  good  time  enjoyed  at  Lenape  Park. 

The  condition  of  the  cakes  which  journeyed  in  trunks  from  seashore 
points  was  not  altogether  satisfactory  to  the  owners  thereof,  when  they 
opened  said  trunks;  but  their  disappointment  does  not  compare  with  that 
of  the  young  lady  whose  trunk  has  not  yet  come.  She  wonders  if  railway 
employees  ever  open  trunks  and  if  her  cakes  will  be  abstracted,  and  her 
only  comfort  is  that  she  will  have  cake  when  others  have  none,  if  the 
trunk  comes. 

All  pupils  seem  eager  for  work.  The  red  hats  and  blue  bands  suggest 
some  very  high  church  official.  We  are  evidently  having  a Senior 
conclave  of  cardinals,  who  are  considering  seriously  the  question  of 
graduating  in  1901  or  2 or  - when  they  study  hard  enough.  Pretty  - 
yes.  We  like  the  idea.  Loyalty  to  purpose,  cause,  class,  institution, 
town,  state,  nation,  everything  that  is  of  good  report,  etc.  That  is 
the  spirit  to  cultivate.  A pupil  with  class  spirit  enough  to  make  him 
work  for  his  class,  will  have  patriotism  enough  to  be  a good  citizen  and 
study  questions  hard  enough  to  vote  intelligently.  Speaking  of  votes, 
shall  we  have  a school  election  and  help  to  elect  McKinley  or  Bryan? 

Then  save  your  taxes. 


Mrs.  W.  Burgess,  mother  of  our  Miss  Burgess,  who  has  been  seriously 
ill  at  the  school  for  a number  of  weeks,  entered  into  rest  on  Thursday 
evening,  August  30th.  she  was  unconcious  for  some  time  before  the  end, 
which  was  peaceful.  Mrs.  Burgess  was  75  years  of  age.  She  had  been, 
with  her  husband,  active  in  the  Indian  work  many  years  ago,  and  was  a 
one  time  principal  of  the  Pawnee  school,  when  Mr.  Burgess  was  Indian 
agent.  She  always  retained  a lively  interest  tn  the  work.  Her  husband, 
sons  and  daughter  accompanied  the  remains  to  Millville,  Pa.,  where  the 
funeral  services  were  held  on  Sunday  last.  The  family  have  the  warm 
sympathy  of  their  friends  at  the  school  and  elsewhere. 

William  Railey,  who  went  home  last  spring,  seems  to  have  the  right 
spirit.  He  writes  us  that  he  "could  not  afford  to  lose  time,  so  left 
the  Indian  erservation  and  went  out  among  the  whites."  He  is  cooking 
for  the  Eversole  Lumber  Co.,  Noland,  N.C. 

The  office  boy  whose  employer  thought  he  should  have  to  let  him  go,  as 
he  had  only  about  half  enough  work  for  a boy,  and  he  didn't  seem  able  to 
do  even  that  much,  fancied  he  had  a bright  idea  when  he  suggested  that 
in  that  case  he  might  stay  at  home  half  the  time. 


A GENERAL  FLITTING. 

Saturday  was  a busy  day  for  many  of  the  teachers.  Professor  Bakeless 
having  moved  from  his  old  quarters  to  one  of  the  new  cottages,  and 
several  other  rooms  being  vacant,  there  was  a general  change. 

Miss  Cutter  leaves  her  two  delightful  rooms  for  the  Administration 
building,  where  she  will  occupy  Miss  Luckenbaugh ' s sunny  apartment. 

Miss  Annie  Moore  will  take  Miss  Cutter's  old  rooms. 

Miss  Robertson  also  goes  to  the  Administration  building,  while  Miss 
Smith  goes  into  her  vacated  rooms. 

Miss  Cochran  having  left  us.  Miss  Mclntire  falls  heir  to  her  domain. 
Miss  Robbins  moves  into  Miss  Mclntire' s old  rooms,  while  Miss  Stewart 
takes  the  two  back  rooms  in  the  Bakeless  suite. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  will  occupy  Miss  Stewart's  old  room  and  the  one 
back  of  it,  and  Mr.  Simon  will  have  the  rooms  above  Mr.  Beitzel's 
parlor . 

Miss  Hones  will  take  the  rooms  opposite  Miss  Noble,  and  the  new 
teachers  will  have  the  vacant  rooms  in  Halls  1 and  3. 


Mistakes  about  Indians. 

Edgar  Rickard,  a pupil  of  our  school  who  is  Tuscarora  Indian,  writes  a 
letter  to  the  Delaware  Valley  Advance  in  which  he  corrects  some 
prevalent  mistakes  about  Indians.  He  says: 

One  of  the  greatest  mistakes  that  the  white  man  makes  is  that  he 


thinks  that  Indians  are  good  for  nothing.  They  gain  the  idea  from  some 
story  writer,  who  tells  exciting  stories  of  the  Indians.  I have  read 
several  books  that  tell  some  untrue  stories  about  the  Indians.  While  I 
was  at  home  I never  saw  one  Indian  kill  another.  We  always  lived 
peaceable,  when  to  church  on  Sundays,  and  enjoyed  life  as  well  as  white 
people . 

When  I was  but  a little  boy  I went  to  school  at  home  in  Sanborn,  N.Y., 
and  continued  until  my  twelfth  year,  when  my  father  made  me  go  to  work. 
He  being  a farmer  wanted  me  to  help  him  with  the  work  on  the  farm.  I 
did  not  like  to  stop  going  to  school,  but  I had  to  do  what  my  father 
wished.  I worked  on  the  farm  until  my  cousins,  one  being  a doctor  and 
the  other  being  a teacher,  influenced  my  father  to  let  me  go  to  school 
again,  which  I did  for  a while  and  finished  the  course  of  the  district 
school  a home. 

THe  next  questions  was  where  should  I continue  my  studies.  My  cousins 
looked  after  that  matter,  and  finally  sent  me  to  Carlisle,  where  I now 
am. 

I have  gained  knowledge  since  being  in  Carlisle.  When  I was  younger, 

I used  to  think,  even  when  I could  only  read  and  write,  that  I knew  a 
great  deal.  But  I have  found  out  that  the  more  we  learn  the  more  we 
realize  how  little  we  know.  I am  now  in  the  Senior  class  and  feel  as  if 
I knew  nothing,  but  was  just  beginning  to  learn. 


Applies  to  Indians. 

There  was  and  is  a whole  missionary  speech  in  the  remark  of  Dr. 
Malthie  Babcock  at  the  Ecumenical  Conference: 

"You  are  wronging  unborn  children  by  not  putting  the  light  in  the 
faces  of  their  fathers  and  mothers." 


A Curious  Poison. 

It  is  said  that  certain  Indians  of  South  America  use  a curious  poison 
which  is  called  excal.  A grain  of  it  has  the  effect  of  staring  an 
irresistable  desire  for  exertion.  The  victim  begins  walking  briskly 
round  and  round  in  small  circles  till  he  drops  dead  in  his  tracks. 

There  is  no  pain,  but  much  excitement. 

"HIAWATHA"  TO  BE  PLAYED  BY  OIIBWAY  INDIANS. 


Last  year  Kabaosa  and  Wabanosa,  Ojibway  Indians,  connected  by  marriage 
with  Schoolcraft,  and  members  of  whose  families  have  been  hereditary 
chiefs  of  the  Ojibways  for  a long  time,  attended  the  Sportsmen's  shows 
at  Boston  and  New  York.  Relatives  of  these  Indians  occupy  leading 
positions  in  Boston  society.  Schoolcraft  married  into  the  family  of 
Shingwauk,  and  from  him  obtained  the  legend  which  he  gave  to  Longfellow, 
out  of  which  the  great  and  immmortal  poem  of  "Hiawatha"  was  written.  A 
comparison  was  made  between  the  Indian  vocabulary  in  the  poem,  which  is 
very  extensive,  and  the  language  used  today  by  these  Indians,  and  they 
were  found  to  be  exactly  the  same,  excepting  in  one  or  two  places,  where 
Longfellow  has  altered  the  accent  of  some  of  the  Indian  words  to  set 
them  to  his  meter. 

The  names  of  many  of  the  places  mentioned  by  Longfellow  as  the  scenes 
of  Hiawatha's  adventures  are  the  places  to  which  Kabaosa  has  been  going 
as  guide  to  modern  fishermen  and  sportsmen.  Kabaosa  becamse  so 
interested  in  the  details  of  the  poem  that  he  resolved  to  reenact  the 
scenes  among  the  "Islands  of  the  Blessed,"  as  Longfellow  called  them, 
which  are  situated  twenty-eight  miles  east  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  on  the 
north  shore  of  Lake  Huron.  He  invited  the  family  of  the  poet  Longfellow 
to  witness  the  tableaux,  which  are  to  be  presented  by  live  Indians. 

There  will  be  seven  scenes  in  the  drama,  as  given  by  the  Ojibway 
Indians . 

Care  has  been  taken  to  reproduce  in  detail,  with  great  exactness,  the 
minute  and  marvelously  correct  description  of  the  poet  Longfellow. 


Enigma . 

I am  composed  of  17  letters. 

My  4,  5,  6,  9 are  used  by  the  travelling  public. 

My  4,  5,  1 is  an  animal. 

My  13,  15,  16,  17  is  a condition  of  weather. 

My  14,  10,  8,  17  is  a formation  of  land. 

My  12,  2,  3,  is  a word  that  refers  to  a lady. 

My  11,  3,  7 is  a species  of  fish. 

My  whole  is  an  institution  that  we  all  feel  proud  of. 


This  is  an  edited  transcription  of  a 4-page  weekly  paper  published  by 
the  old  school  and  found  in  the  collections  of  the  US  Military  History 
Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA. 

For  more  info,  go  to  http://www.carlisleindianschool.org  — Barb 
Landis,  9/11/2000. 
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Remember  being  alone  -in  the  dark  and  everything  was  quiet,  so  quiet 
you  could  hear  things  moving  in  the  night.  What  was  that,  a noise  and 
looking  so  hard  at  the  blackness  of  it  you  could  see  something  moving, 
silently,  quietly .. .watching  you. 

It  was  the  end  of  the  day,  it  was  getting  late,  dusk  was  coming  fast. 

In  the  fading  light  two  missionaries,  Gahmullies,  (Mormons)  women  were 
going  into  a small  camp  trailer  sitting  next  to  the  church  not  far 
from  the  trading  post.  They  were  young  and  spent  their  days  walking 
around  the  rez  community  trying  to  find  a few  souls  who  would  listen  to 
them.  Earlier  in  the  day  they  had  gone  to  a house  they  could  see  from  a 
long  ways  off;  being  on  foot  they  walked  toward  it.  They  could  see 
little  kids  playing  outside,  as  they  walked  closer  the  children 
disappeared  into  the  home.  When  they  knocked  on  the  door,  the  only 
sound  was  the  breeze  moving  the  curtains  and  no  on  came  to  the  door. 

It  was  that  way  out  here  on  the  Navajo  rez,  people  would  disappear  when 
they  wanted  to. 

As  they  went  into  their  small  trailer,  one  of  them  Sister  Wilson,  a 
young  Navajo  woman  from  Chinle  spoke  to  her  companion.  Sister  Hicken 
from  up  near  Salt  Lake  City,  her  light  brown  hair  tied  up  in  a bun. 

"What  shall  we  eat  tonite.  Sister?",  the  Navajo  one  said. 

"I  think  there  are  some  pork  and  beans  in  the  cupboard,  and  some  Spam, 
if  you  want  to  have  that",  the  tall  one  said  as  she  put  away  her  books 
and  straightened  up.  Night  had  fallen  and  it  was  quiet,  they  were  far 
from  any  neighbors  and  they  settled  in  for  the  night. 

"When  is  it  again,  when  we  can  take  a shower?" 

"The  chapter  house  will  have  the  showers  going  again  tomorrow,  we  can 
go  down  that  way  if  you  want... it  still  costs  50  cents  to  use  them."  The 
community  had  little  water  and  they  took  sponge  baths  between  the  time 
they  could  get  to  the  meeting  house  for  a shower,  right  now  it  was 
miles  away. 

There  was  no  moon,  and  it  was  already  dark,  a real  heavy  blackness,  so 
thick  you  could  touch  it,  you  could  not  see  your  hand  in  front  of  your 
face . 

It  was  then  it  started  a faint  tapping  on  the  roof  of  the  trailer,  like 
a tree  limb  scratching  the  surface. . .faint  and  small... 

The  young  Navajo  woman  was  familiar  with  the  rez  and  seeing  her 
compadre  was  not  used  to  the  long  walks  in  a dry  country,  she 
volunteered  to  go  to  the  church  and  get  a bucket  of  water  to  wash  up, 

"I  am  going  to  get  some  water"  she  said,  picking  up  the  plastic  pail  and 
headed  out  the  door. 

She  walked  across  the  way  to  the  church,  and  had  to  feel  her  steps  on 


the  gravel  since  she  couldn't  see  her  feet,  the  small  light  in  the 
trailer  was  faint  and  she  had  feel  for  the  door  at  the  dark 
building. .. she  opened  the  door  and  went  in... 

The  sound  of  the  tree  limb  started  to  make  a rasping  noise,  scratching 
the  metal  cover  of  the  trailer...it  made  a scratching  sound  like  it  was 
being  dragged  across  the  roof.. it  was  starting  to  get  annoying.  The 
tall  one  stopped  her  reading  to  listen  to  it,  it  was  coming  from  the 
back  of  the  trailer  on  top. 

She  heard  something  else... not  quite  sure  what  it  was  but  the  sound  was 
different ...  it  came  from  outside  the  back  window. .. somewhere  just  beyond 
the  cedars... she  didn't  know  what  it  was  but  it  was  a sound  that 
shouldn't  have  been  there... 

She  looked  out  the  window  staring  into  the  dark. . .trying  to  see... just 
the  blackest  night  out  there... she  couldn't  see  anything. . .where  is  Sister 
Wilson . . . 

There  was  a ping  of  something  hitting  the  trailer...it  was  the  sound  of 
a small  pebble,  it  bounced  and  rolled  off. . .then  another  one  fell  right 
after  that. 

She  put  her  shoes  on  quickly  and  heard  more  of  them  fall  on  the  roof, 
pinging  as  they  fell  and  the  sound  of  larger  ones  came  as  they  started 
to  fall.  Then  it  stopped. 

What  to  do... where  is  Sister  Wilson .. .what  is  that  noise... what  is  going 
on  here... she  stood  by  the  door  holding  the  door  knob... not  going  out  or 
coming  in... maybe  just  holding  on  in  case... 

Earlier  in  the  day  they  had  stopped  by  a small  place,  a hogan  almost 
hidden  against  the  rocks... it  was  at  end  of  a little  used  trail.  It  was 
without  a sheep  corral,  and  no  signs  of  the  comings  and  goings  of 
family  life,  there  were  no  vehicle  tracks  there. 

They  went  to  the  door  and  when  it  opened  they  saw  a man,  an  old  one,  so 
withered  with  age  that  he  looked  small,  he  was  hunched  and  bent  over. 

The  inside  was  dark,  but  he  told  them  to  come  in.  As  they  went  in  there 
was  only  one  window  and  the  light  was  dim. 

He  sat  at  the  small  table  and  they  sat  on  a bench  not  too  far  from  him. 

He  looked  at  them  with  squinted  eyes,  narrow  slits  and  they  could  see 
he  had  only  one  eye  and  it  was  red. 

When  he  talked  he  spoke  in  a raspy  voice,  as  they  spoke  to  him  about 
the  church  and  it's  teachings  he  somehow  changed  the  subject  to  the 
talk  of  skinwalkers. 

"There  are  some  around  here,  they  are  what  you  call  boogey  men,  but 
these  are  real... they  are  out  there... they  come  out  at  night... they  gather 
up  there  by  the  big  rocks ...  sometimes  you  can  see  a fire  from  there... no 
one  goes  up  there  then,"  he  said. 

The  tall  one  with  light  brown  hair  listened  and  her  blue  eyes  were 
curious  with  wonder  about  these  creatures .. .what  were  they... how  did  they 
look... did  they  have  big  yellow  teeth  and  red  eyes... she  wondered  about 
how  they  came  to  be... she  asked  him  these  things. 

His  voice  spoke  quietly,  and  he  said, "they  are  people  like  you  and  me... 
they  come  when  they  have  something  to  do.. when  there  are  no  good  things 
to  do. .they  come... they  hide  in  the  night  and  they  do  things...",  he  said. 

"What  kind  of  things  do  they  do?",  she  asked.  He  looked  at  her  and 
stood  up  and  reached  to  the  cedar  log  roof  and  into  a small  crack  in 
there.  He  was  not  small  at  all  but  was  actually  quite  tall,  and  he  took 
a small  bag  from  there  and  said,  "I  use  this  to  protect  myself  from 
them  he  said,"  looking  at  them  with  his  one  eye. 

The  Navajo  woman.  Sister  Wilson  she  told  the  other  we  have  to  go,  it  is 
not  good  to  talk  about  such  things. 

The  old  man  reached  out  to  the  tall  one  but  she  stepped  back,  "Let  me 
show  you  this,"  he  said,  as  the  other  sister  pushed  her  out  the  door, 
and  then  they  left  the  place.  She  did  not  feel  good  about  the  visit  and 
was  quiet  as  they  walked  toward  sunset  and  their  place. . .maybe  it  was 
him  who  stood  out  there.. 

She  had  heard  other  stories  of  those  things. . .Skinwalkers. . .her  mind 
raced... what  was  it  they  said  about  them... how  they  can  take  you  from  where 
you  are... that  they  come  to  you  at  times  like  this... when  you  are  alone... 
in  the  dark  of  night... it  was  so  dark  outside... oh  what  demons  they  must 


be... what  do  they  look  like.. half  man.. half  wolf .. .moving  quietly. . .waiting 
and  watching. .. just  out  there. . .could  it  be  one  of  them... 

Then  she  heard  the  sound  of  gravel ...  steps  coming  toward  the  trailer... 
the  sound  was  not  coming  from  the  direction  of  the  church  but  from  the 
cedars.. her  breath  was  short... it  sounded  so  loud  to  her  she  could  hear 
her  own  heartbeat .. .what  is  it  out  there... 

The  noise  outside  stopped  and  she  heard  the  sound  on  the  steps  outside... 
it  was  coming  in... she  looked  to  the  church  and  saw  there  were  no  lights 
on  in  there. .where  was  Sister  Wilson.. 

It  was  like  thunder,  the  noise  was  so  loud... Knock  Knock... came  the 
sound... it  was  quiet  and  then  it  came  again ...  Knock  Knock... she  was 
terrified ...  she  held  the  door  knob... and  then  she  decided  to  see  what  was 
out  there... she  opened  it  just  a crack... 

The  sound  came  from  the  two  small  figures  there. . .Trick  or  Treat... 

Her  heart  stopped  as  Sister  Wilson  came  out  of  the  dark  and  said, 

"Let's  see  what  we  can  find  for  you  kids, "...and  stepped  passed  the  tall 
one  who  just  stood  there  looking  at  Mickey  Mouse  and  her  friend 
Casper .. .those  two  kids  standing  there  giggling... 
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"RE : Being  Indian  Is"  

Date:  Mon,  31  Dul  2000  02:06:19  EDT 
From:  Prchrlb@aol . com 
Subj : (no  subject) 

Being  Indian  Is 
By  D.C.  High  Eagle 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

having  a large  family 

of  over  a million  brothers  and  sister! 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

feeling  that  Little  Bear,  Prays-for-All,  Big  Heart 
are  more  beautiful  names  than  Hones,  Smith,  or  Brown. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

watching  cowboys  shoot  to  kill  40  of  your  kind, 
with  a six-shot  revolver  on  the  TV  late  show 
without  getting  a scratch. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
observing  your  children  watching 
a cowboy  and  Indian  TV  western  movie 
and  cheering  for  the  cowboys. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
joining  the  U.S.  Army 

to  save  your  country  from  the  perils  of  agression 
and  being  against  the  U.S.  Army  on  your  reservation 
to  keep  thje  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  from  stealing 
your  sacred  land. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

graduating  from  a government  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  school 

and  not  being  able  to  read  a 6th  grade  English  book 
from  you  white  friend's  urban  school. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

having  your  child  come  home  from  school 
and  ask  you  about  the  "strange  beliefs" 


of  the  Indians 

that  his/her  teacher  mentioned  in  school  today. 
BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

never  making  quick  evaluations  of  people 

but  reserving  judgment  until  their  actions  show 

what  kind  of  people  they  really  are. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
feeding  anyone  and  everyone 
who  comes  to  your  door 
with  whatever  you  have. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
knowing 

The  Great  Spirit. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

having  a Christian  missionary  tell  you 
it  is  wrong  to  believe  in  more  than 
one  Divine  Being, 

then  listening  to  him  tell  you  about  God, 
lesus  Christ, 

The  Holy  Ghost,  the  Virgin  Mary,  St.  Joseph, 
St.  Patrick,  St.  Christopher,  St.  Francis, 
your  spirit,  your  soul,  etc. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

never  giving  up 

the  struggle  for  survival. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

standing  up  for  life  principles  and 

truths,  unashamed, 

without  having  compromised  your  values. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

not  only  being  proud  of  who  you  were  born  from 
but  mindful  of  how  you  conduct  yourself 
in  the  world. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

to  have  your  liberal  white  friends  urge  you  to  follow 
the  same  path  as  your  Black  brothers  to 
gain  some  advantage. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

having  your  friends  and  relatives 

accuse  you  of  being  a traitor  if  you 

seek  an  education, 

earn  more  than  $7,000  a year, 

wear  a white  shirt  and  tie, 

drive  a car  less  than  three  years  old, 

and  live  in  a three  bedroom  home. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

having  heard  your  grandparents  and  yourself  say, 
"When  they  honor  the  treaties  and  we  get  our 
land  claim  payments"... 

then  suddenly  realizing  your  children  are  saying 
the  same  words. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

having  your  non-Indian  friends 

go  on  a Vison  Quest, 


led  by  a white  man  to  the  mountains, 
but  leaving  you  home  because 
you  can't  make  the  $300 
registration  fee  to  attend. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

listening  to  your  well-intentioned  white  brother 
try  to  tell  you  about  your  native  spirituality. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
hearing  from  non-Indians 

how  rotten  the  government  has  treated  Indians 
but  still  voting  them  back  into  office. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
listening  to  people  tell  you  about 
their  grandmother  or  great-grandmother 
that  was  a Cherokee  Indian  Princess. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

seeing  other  Indians 

in  search  of  an  Indian  identity. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

being  greeted  by  non-Indians 

with  pseudo  names  from  real  ancestors 

of  your  tribe. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

having  to  prove  with  documentation  that  you  are  one, 
when  other  races  and  people  in  the  country 
don't  have  to. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS.  . . 

knowing  that  your  ancestors  were 

slaughtered  like  animals  in  the  name  of  Christianity 
and  then  being  told  that  Christianity 
is  out  to  save  us. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

buying  "authentic"  Indian  jewelry 

made  in  Taiwan  or  Japan. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

learning  of  people  becoming  Indian 

without  having  an  Indian  mother  or  father. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

finding  out  that  people  think 

all  Indians  lived  in  tipis. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

being  told  that  Columbus  discovered  America 
from  his  ship, 

when  we  were  watching  him  from  shore. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

trying  to  relate  to  people  who  say  they  are 
(mathematically)  1/4,  1/8,  1/16,  etc. 
degree  of  blood. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

wearing  braids  and  being  called  a "hippie 
by  those  who  object  to  long  hair. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

going  to  school  when  you're  young 

and  having  the  teacher 

skip  over  the  Indian  chapter  in  the  history  book 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

seeing  others  forget  the  true  meaning  of 
Thanksgiving. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

having  others  make  jokes 

about  your  heritage  and  culture. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
living  in  two  worlds. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
knowing  the  word  "Indian" 
is  not  your  true  name. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

being  called  "Chief"  or  "Tonto" 

by  patronizing  non-Indians. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

being  human,  with  human  thoughts  and  feelings 
like  your  non-Indian  brothers  and  sisters. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

holding  onto  a piece  of  paper  treaty 
that  was  signed  but  never  honored. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

knowing  alcohol  doesn't  make  you  Indian 
just  drunk. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

seeing  elders  die  and  the  language  & customs 
die  with  them. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

seing  Mother  Earth  destroyed 

by  those  who  don't  know  Her. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS 

hearing  others  think 

all  Indians  wear  war  bonnets. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 

seeing  the  government 

spend  billions  of  dollars  abroad 

but  fail  to  honor  the  Indian  treaties. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
sad . 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
hard . 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
crying. 

BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
laughing. 


BEING  INDIAN  IS. . . 
forever ! 

"And  when  you  pray,  do  not  keep  on  babbling  like  pagans,  for  they 
think  they  will  be  heard  because  of  their  many  words." 

-Matthew  6:7- 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  25  September  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea . org> 

Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  1-7 

' OKAKOPA 
October 
' Ikuwa 

October  was  the  last  month  of  the  Kau  season,  which  ran  from  May 
through  October.  The  most  important  holiday  of  the  Hawaiian  year  was 
the  Makahiki,  which  began  in  late  October  or  early  November,  when  the 
Pleiades  or  Makali'i  stars  first  appeared  in  the  night  sky,  and  lasted 
for  four  months.  During  this  time  there  was  no  fighting,  for  the 
Makahiki  was  a festival  honoring  Lono,  who  was,  among  other  things,  a 
god  of  peace  and  of  the  harvest.  It  was  celebrated  by  prayers  and 
offerings  to  the  gods,  followed  by  feasting,  games,  songs  and  dancing. 

1 

Lono,  grant  us  the  rains  to  make  our  crops  grow,  the  sunlight  to  make 
them  ripen,  and  the  strength  for  us  to  harvest  your  bounty. 

2 

This  land  was  born  in  fire  and  cooled  by  the  touch  of  the  wind  and 
rain . 

3 

I cast  my  lei  of  dreams  upon  the  ocean. 

4 

Every  dawn  begins  the  adventure  of  a new  day. 

5 

A tiny  crab  scuttles  across  the  wet  sand,  searching  for  places  to 
hide . 

6 

Walk  in  the  paths  illuminated  by  the  moon. 

7 

I hear  the  bright  music  of  the  waterfall  in  my  dreams. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Native  American  lob  Fair  2000"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Sep  2000  14:49:55  -0500 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="DOB  FAIR" 

Native  American  Dob  Fair  2000 
October  24,  2000 
9:00  - 4:00 

Myriad  Convention  Center 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 

A Native  American  Dob  Fair  with  a national  outreach  of  corporate 
recruiters  and  government  organizations  from  across  America  is  to  take 
place  in  Oklahoma  City,  OK  and  all  American  Indian  applicants  are  invited 


to  participate.  For  those  who  cannot  attend  in  person  just  send  us  your 
resume  and  we'll  see  that  all  companies  receive  a copy,  free  of  charge! 
Send  it  one  of  three  ways: Large  companies  are  realizing  it's  good  business 
to  diversify  their  workforce  and  are  exceeding  the  S&P  500  by  doing  so. 
Coincidence?  We  don't  think  so.  FORTUNE  Magazine  recently  did  an  article 
on  the  benefits  of  hiring  minorities,  including  Native  American's  and 
listed  some  of  those  companies,  many  of  whom  are  attending  our  lob  Fair  in 
October ! 

Mail  to:  Oklahoma  Indian  Times, 

P.0.  Box  692050/  Tulsa,  OK  74169 
or  Fax:  918-438-6545 
or  e-mail:  editor@okit.com 

Keep  your  eye  on  our  website  for  updates  on  the  event,  including  banner 
links  to  companies  seeking  to  hire  Native  Americans. 

And  Send  us  your  resume  today!. 

As  time  draws  closer  to  the  event,  we  will  have  a list  of  over  50 
companies  planning  to  attend  in  October.  A partial  list  of  Companies  and 
government  offices  who  have  attended  in  our  past  lob  Fairs  and  may  attend 
again  are: 

Lucent  Technologies 
I.B.M. 

Office  of  Trust  Funds  Management 

American  Airlines 

BIA 

Bank  of  America 
S.W.Bell 
Citi  Group 
Flewlitt  Packard 
Gannet  News  Corp 
U.S.  Marine  Corps 
Seagate  Technologies 
A AON 

Williams  Company 

FERMILAB 

FBI 

Phillip  Morris,  USA 
Sabre  Inc. 

Testimonials 

"I  went  to  one  of  the  OKIT  sponsored  NA  lob  Fairs  in  Tulsa  and  met  with 
the  IBM  recruiter  there.  He  sent  my  resume  along  and  the  rest  is  history. 

I am  a recent  grad  from  OU  and  I dropped  many  resumes  in  the  career  center 
and  at  school  sponsored  job  fairs  with  little  or  no  response.  I am  full 
blood  Muscokee  (Creek)  and  a long  way  from  home.  Thanks  for  your  efforts 
in  getting  employers  to  hire  our  people  and  for  addressing  issues  in  your 
paper  that  motivates  and  comforts  us  as  well."  Carl  Noon/  Muscokee 
Creek"My  experience  with  the  OKIT  on-line  job  fair  has  been 
extremelyrewarding  and  has  provided  me  with  several  career  opportunities. 
Since  submitting  my  resume  last  fall  to  OKIT,  I have  been  contacted  to 
participate  in  several  recruiting  fairs.  The  first  being  IBM  Project  View 
Program  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  in  lanuary  2000.  From  the  Project  View 
Program  I was  invited  to  interview  at  three  different  IBM  sites.  From  the 
three  interviews  I have  received  employment  offers  from  two  of  the  sites 
upon  graduation  in  May." 

Faith  Kelly  / Fort  Peck  Tribes 

For  more  information  call:  918-438-6548 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 

"RE : Let's  Stand  Up  for  Bilingual  Education"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Sep  2000  00:03:30  -0700 

From:  "Chris  Milda(_Akimel  O' odham_) "<chris@FLAMESTRIKE . HACKS .ARIZONA. EDU> 
Subj : Let's  stand  up  for  bilingual  education,  save  parental  choice  (Fwd) 


------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http : //www. a z star net . com/public/dnews/000924PORTILLO. html 

Sunday,  24  September  2000 

Let's  stand  up  for  bilingual  education,  save  parental  choice 
By  Ernesto  Portillo  Dr. 

According  to  a survey  by  Phoenix  public  television  station  KAET,  71 
percent  of  voters  want  to  eliminate  bilingual  education  in  the  Nov.  7 
election . 

How  sad. 

It's  depressing  to  read  that  Arizonans  will  destroy  an  educational 
program  that  prepares  non-English-speaking  students  for  a strong 
educational  road. 

How  sad  that  we're  ready  to  bury  it  and  replace  it  with  a pernicious 
policy  that  forbids  parental  choice. 

Proposition  203  would  roll  back  educational  gains  for  non-English- 
speaking  children. 

Without  bilingual  education,  non-English-speaking  students  would  be 
given  only  175  days  to  learn  English  before  being  placed  in  English-only 
classes . 

It's  called  immersion. 

We  used  it  from  1917  to  1967  and  it  failed.  Sixty  percent  of  immersion 
students  dropped  out  of  school,  according  to  the  Tucson  Unified  School 
District. 

Why  are  people  intent  on  destroying  a proven  educational  program? 

Because  unfounded  fears  about  our  multilingual  society  lead  many  to 
incorrectly  believe  that  English  is  becoming  an  extinct  language. 

Because  negative  media  reports  have  led  many  to  conclude  that  bilingual 
education  doesn't  work. 

And  because  a California  tycoon  who  has  unsuccessfully  run  for  political 
office  and  espouses  an  English-only  agenda  dislikes  bilingual  education. 

For  every  study  that  the  anti-bilingual  education  camp  wants  to  peddle 
that  concludes  bilingual  education  doesn't  work,  there  are  multiple 
credible  studies  that  prove  otherwise. 

And  for  every  anecdotal  story  that  says  a non-English-speaking  student 
failed  because  of  bilingual  education,  there  are  more  students  who  can 
testify  to  its  success. 

If  you  don't  want  to  hear  it  from  me,  then  how  about  UA  President  Peter 
Likins? 

"I  do  believe  that  Proposition  203  is  disruptive  and  mean-spirited," 
said  Likins  during  a forum  Monday  for  business  and  community  leaders. 

Likins  said  parents,  not  voters,  should  decide  whether  their  children 
should  enroll  in  bilingual  education. 

Under  Proposition  203,  parents  would  no  longer  have  that  choice. 

Eliminating  bilingual  education  would  hamper  efforts  to  bolster 
students'  education,  he  said.  Students  are  entering  an  information-based 
workforce  where  language  skills  are  needed,  Likins  added. 

Likins  was  not  alone. 

"Proposition  203  removes  tools  from  education  at  a time  when  education 
is  being  challenged,"  said  Pima  Community  College  Chancellor  Robert  lensen 
during  the  same  forum,  called  to  galvanize  opposition  to  Proposition  203. 

Bilingual  education  gives  non-English-speaking  students  a strong 
foundation  for  learning,  both  said. 

lensen  and  Likins  have  stood  up  for  bilingual  education.  More  people 
need  to  do  the  same. 

Time's  running  out. 

Opponents  of  bilingual  education  have  the  money  to  launch  an  all-out 
media  blitz.  They  also  have  America's  traditional  xenophobia. 

"America  is  one  of  the  few  countries  that  do  not  value  knowledge  of 
another  language,"  Densen  said. 

Not  only  is  Proposition  203  an  educational  folly,  it  is  divisive.  It's 
directed  at  only  one  group  of  people  - non-English-speaking  children. 

California  was  torn  apart  in  1998  when  voters  decided  to  drop  bilingual 
education . 

I worked  in  California  as  a reporter  during  the  anti-bilingual  campaign. 


It  was  ugly  - full  of  anti-Hispanic,  anti-foreigner  rhetoric. 

This  is  not  just  a Hispanic  issue.  It  is  also  aimed  at  Native  Americans 
and  immigrant  children  from  non-Spanish-speaking  countries,  not  yet 
proficient  in  English. 

Bilingual  education  allows  these  children  to  learn  their  core  lessons 
while  they  learn  English.  It's  a logical  method.  Immersion  is  not.  When  we 
had  immersion  in  Tucson,  we  drowned  in  failure. 

We  can't  afford  to  return  to  those  days. 

Contact  Ernesto  Portillo  Dr.  at  573-4242  or  by  e-mail 
at  netopjr@azstarnet.com. 

"RE : Protecting  US  Native  Languages"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Sep  2000  14:07:20  EDT 

From:  Garnetl654@aol.com 

Subj : Protecting  US  Native  Languages 

Protecting  US  Native  Languages 

Native  Americans  are  invited  to  join  Kidlink's  Who-Am-I?  educational 
program  in  their  languages.  Out  of  176  living  languages  listed,  most  are 
endangered,  and  spoken  by  less  than  2 million  American  Indians,  Eskimos, 
and  Aleuts.  The  list  includes  well  known  names  like  Apache,  Blackfoot, 
Cherokee,  Comanche,  Cree,  Inuktitut,  Mohawk,  and  Navaho. 

Jointly  with  Canku  Ota  (Many  Paths)  (http://www.turtletrack.org), 

Kidlink  (http://kidlink.org)  proposes  its  eight-month,  multilingual  Who- 
Am-I?  as  a vehicle  to  protect  United  States'  indigenous  heritage.  Key  is 
the  program's  record  of  motivating  children  and  youth  to  read  and  write 
in  their  own  language. 

"To  indigenous  communities,  it  is  a means  to  increase  their  youth's 
knowledge  and  appreciation  of  their  area,  people,  language,  culture,  the 
way  the  society  works,  history,"  says  Odd  de  Presno,  Kidlink's  executive 
director.  "It  is  also  a means  to  communicate  their  culture  to  outsiders 
using  their  students  as  agents,  supported  by  teachers." 

Kidlink  is  a non-profit  grassroots  organization  providing  free 
educational  services  to  children  and  youth  through  the  secondary  school. 

Our  work  is  supported  by  79  public  mailing  lists  for  conferencing,  a 
private  network  for  Real-Time  Interactions  (like  chats),  an  online  art 
exhibition  site,  and  some  500  volunteers  living  throughout  the  world. 

Most  volunteers  are  teachers  and  parents.  Since  the  start  10  years  ago, 
over  175,000  kids  from  137  countries  on  all  continents  have  participated 
in  our  activities.  Who-Am-I?  challenges  students  to  collect  and  document 
elements  of  the  communities'  culture  that  may  be  about  to  get  lost.  Their 
works  may  be  used  as  learning  material  in  each  community's  language. 
Currently,  the  program  runs  in  parallel  in  English,  Spanish,  Portuguese, 
Norwegian,  Chinese,  Danish,  French,  German,  Icelandic,  Italian,  and  Saami. 
Romanian  and  Catalan  are  scheduled  to  be  added  soon. 

To  teachers,  it  is  a means  to  classroom  instruction  within  writing, 
research,  social  studies,  history,  geography,  foreign  languages,  economics, 
mathematics,  science,  the  arts,  current  awareness,  as  well  as  personal 
development,  Internet  networking  skills,  information  and  communications 
technology  skills. 

When  students  have  a purpose  (to  get  friends)  and  an  audience,  they  want 
to  read  and  write.  They  demand  knowledge  to  realize  their  purpose.  Thus, 
it  gives  otherwise  "boring"  classroom  tasks  meaning  for  students. 

For  More  Information  visit  these  sites: 

Kidlink 

http : //www. kidlink.org 
Canku  Ota 

http : //www. turt let rack. org 
The  Invitation 

http : //www. kidlink.org/kie/america/usa/index. ht ml 
Article  about  Canku  Ota,  an  e-zine  for  and  about  Native  America 
http : //www. digit aid ividenetwork . org/ vickie . adp 
Odd  de  Presno 

http: //www. kidlink.org/english/general/press/presno.html 


Garnetl654@aol . com 

Barbara  Landis  D.C.  High  Eagle  Vicki  Lockard 
Editor  "CankuOta" 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. turtletrack.org" >CankuOta</A> 
http : //www. turt let rack. org 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  24  September  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Thu,  21  Sep  2000  11:03:08  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj:  OSU  Fall  Benefit  Powwow 

Native  American  Student  Association  Sponsors  Fall  Benefit  Pow  Wow 

The  Native  American  Student  Association  (NASA)  of  Oklahoma  State 
University  is  sponsoring  its  annual  fall  benefit  pow  wow  on  Saturday, 
October  28,  2000  in  the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development  Building 
which  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Hall  of  Fame  and  Washington  Streets.  The 
purpose  of  the  fall  benefit  pow  wow  is  primarily  to  provide  support  for  its 
annual  spring  contest  pow  wow  and  spring  Native  American  Heritage  Week  and 
to  crown  the  NASA  Princess  for  2000-2001  academic  year. 

Pow  wow  principals  include  the  head  man  dancer  Michael  Hyatt  of  the 
Osage  and  Quapaw  Tribes;  the  head  lady  dancer  Kim  Waters  of  the  Creek  and 
Choctaw  Tribes;  the  head  gourd  dancer  Cody  Revard  of  the  Osage  and  Kaw 
Tribes;  the  master  of  ceremonies  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface  of  the  Ponca  Tribe; 
the  arena  director  Wes  Hudson  of  the  Otoe/Missouria  and  Kiowa  Tribes;  and 
head  singer  Kevin  Dawes  of  the  Ottawa  Tribe.  The  Color  Guard  is  the  Ponca 
Post  Buffalo  #38  from  Ponca  City,  OK. 

The  program  will  consist  of  gourd  dancing  at  3:00  PM;  a supper  break 
at  5:00  PM;  more  gourd  dancing  at  6:00  PM;  and  the  grand  entry  at  7:00  PM. 
Arts  & crafts  vendors  and  all  drums  are  welcome.  For  further  information, 
please  contact  Rachel  at  (405)  743-3796  or  the  Multicultural  Development 
and  Assessment  Center  at  (405)  744-5481 


Date:  9/21/00  2:00:11  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Subj:  1st  Annual  Bernie  Whitebear  Awards  Dinner 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[from  DH.  Thanks ! ] 

--  1st  ANNUAL  BERNIE  WHITEBEAR  AWARDS  DINNER  -- 
Hosted  by  United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation. 
November  9,  2000  =//=  6:00PM  - 9:00  PM 

'Daybreak  Star  Center'  - Discovery  Park,  Seattle  WA 
Information : 

United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation 
Phone:  (206)  285-4425 
Fax:  (206)  282-3640 
Email:  info@unitedindians.com 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sf su . edu> 

Subj:  California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 


The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 
English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey . cc . ca . us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 

Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 
Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 
Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  Derry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0400 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 


Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 


The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : os sahatchee@hamiltonch amber .org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com> 

Subj : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
ISSN:  0300-6565 

American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 


OCTOBER  2000 

6-7  First  Annual  Save  the  Land  Foundation  Festival,  Volusia  County 
Fair  Grounds  Rt.44  Deland,  FI.  Info.  904-441-8005  (Dale  Woodfin.) 
6-8  14th  Annual  Black  Hills  Powwow  & Arts  Expo,  the  Rushmore  Plaza 
Civic  Center,  Rapid  City,  SD.  Info:  (605)  341-0925. 
bhpowwow@rapidnet . com,  www. rapidnet . com/~bhpowwow 
6-8  Red  Crow  Powwow.  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY. 

6-8  10TH  Annual  Heritage  Powwow.  Traditional  Indian  Dance, 

Cahokia  Mounds  Historic  Site,  Collinsville,  Illinois 
Contact-Lowell  Davis  217-688-2442 

6-8  7th  Annual  Grand  Celebration.  Grand  Casino  Coushatta.  Kinder, 
LA.  Info:  1-800-584-7263  ext  7676 

6-8  Rainbow  Dancers  Powwow.  Buffalo  Ranch,  Farmer  City,  IL.  Info: 
(309)  968-6848  or  walkhawk2@ntslink.net 


7 Traditions  in  the  Making  Powwow.  Millard  County  Fair  Building, 

Delta,  UT.  Info:  (435)  864-2400.  email:  helena@gavtron.com  or 
visit : www.traditionsinthemaking.com 

7 2nd  Annual  Miss  Inidna  Teen  World  2000  Powwow.  Fort  Mcdowell 
Indian  Reservation,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ.  Info: 
mourningstar@uswest . net 

7 3rd  Annual  American  Indian  Festival.  Homewood  Park,  near 
Birmingham,  AL.  Info:  (205)  870-1095. 

7 Second  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Day  in  New  York 
City-Madison  Avenue.  One  Day  Only!!!  Info:  Chief  Red  Deer  -212 
666-9478  or  718  292-1519  or  516  292-9447. 

7-8  9th  Annual  Chukchansi  Celebration  Powwow.  46575  RD  417, 

Coarsegold,  CA.  Info:  (559)  683-6633. 

7-8  26th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Thomas  Square,  Donwtown 
Honolulu,  HI.  Info:  (808)  734-5171. 

7-8  10th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Day  of  the  Wolf.  Nelson  Cty 
Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY.  Info:  (502)  348-0425  or  email: 
bryant@bardstown . com 

13- 15  2000  Clarksville  Area  Powwow  &#8220jHonor  the  Ancestors&#8221; . Outside 
Port  Royal  State  Park,  50  NE  of  Nashville,  TN  (exit  11,  1-24 

west).  Info:  (931)  326-5837  or  nccircle@webmail.bellsouth.net 

14- 15  Kauai  Powwow  2000.  Kapaa  Beach  Park,  Kapaa,  HI.  Info:  (808) 

335-8588. 

14-15  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Veteans  Powwow. 

Honoring  All  Veteans.  Railroad  Museum  Park,  Fort  Payne,  AL.  Info: 

Derry  Lang  (256)  492-5217. 

14-15  American  Indian  Gathering  - Year  of  the  Children.  College 
Dome,  Community  College  of  Beaver  Cty,  Monaca,  PA.  Info:  (724) 

774-9098. 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow  Honoring  Our  Yourth  of  the 
Peter  Skene  Odgen  Community  School,  100  Mile  House,  British 
Columbia,  Canada.  Info:  Dohn  Archie  at : 1-250-395-2461  ext. 213  or 
email  brave_26@yahoo.com 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow,  Peter  Skene  Ogden&#8217j s Gathering 
Our  Dancers.  100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Info: 
www.genocities.com/brave_26/pow-wow.html  or  phone  (250)  395-2461 
ext  213. 

20-22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,00  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email : ossa hat chee@hamilton chamber . org. 

20- 22  Powwow  at  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Union,  KY 

21  Texas  Lumbee  Powwow.  Hearne  East  Side  Park,  Hearne,  TX.  Info: 

Alleen  Perkins  (979)  828-4977. 

21- 22  3rd  Annual  Octoraro  Native  American  Fall  Festival.  Camp 
Dohn  Ware,  Southern  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Info:  Harry  (717) 

284-3427. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 

GA.  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 

961-5567. 

3- 5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 

Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 

TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www. ties . kl2.mn. us/~raygor/powwow/pwinfo. html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 


994-4882. 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 
757-2085. 

10- 12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 
Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 20  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
Dackson . Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  Prairie  Winds  Powwow.  Bartle  Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  (913) 
768-4798 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253) -596-1139 . 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3UNE  2001 

2-3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 
National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Oct.  4-7:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  at  Moundville  Archaeological 
Park,  Hwy.  69,  Moundville,  AL.  Hours:  Wednesday  thru  Friday,  9am  -4pm; 
Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Kirk  Lueg,  Box  870340,  Moundville,  AL  35487-0340 
(205)  348-2136. 

Oct.  6-7:  36th  Annual  Boaz  Harvest  Festival  & 3rd  Annual  Pow  Wow,  on  the 
corner  lot  between  Billy  Blvd.  & Hwy.  205,  in  front  of  1st  Baptist  Church  in 
Boaz,  AL.  Free  admission.  GE  at  9am  each  day,  bonfire  at  7pm  Saturday.  HM: 
Running  Horse  Spirit;  HL:  Sherry  Crabtree;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  AD:  Gary 
Redwolf;  ST:  MoonShadow;  HD:  TBA.  Special  guests:  recording  artist  Dave 
"White  Wolf"  Trezak;  championship  bow  maker  Dimmy  Taylor.  Demonstrations  of 


flint  knapping  & coil  pottery  making,  Indian  arts  & crafts,  flute  music,  fry 
bread,  etc.  Info:  Morrisons  (256)  593-7336,  McAllisters  (256)  881-8020,  or 
Williamsons  (256)  582-0014. 

Oct.  7:  3rd  Annual  Homewood  Indian  Festival,  at  Homewood  Park,  corner  of 
Oxmoor  Road  & Central  Avenue,  Homewood,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 6pm.  Free 
admission.  In  case  of  rain,  the  event  will  be  held  inside  the  Recreation 
Center  at  the  park.  All  intertribal  dancers  invited.  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence;  HL:  Raven  Woods;  ST:  Two  Dogs;  MC:  3im  Standing 
Fox.  Info:  (205)  870-1095  fram  10am  - 7pm,  M-F. 

Oct.  15-16:  Festival  of  the  Singing  Rivers,  McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL. 
This  festival  celebrates  & teaches  the  culture  & history  of  Native  Americans 
through  arts  & crafts,  story  telling  & hands-on  demonstrations.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  Info: 
Florence/Lauderdale  Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35650  (256) 
740-4141. 

Oct.  14-15:  8th  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow  & Festival, 
at  Union  Park  in  Fort  Payne,  AL.  This  event  is  open  to  all  Veterans.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  9am  - 5pm.  MC:  Gary  Smith  Info:  Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum, 

PO  Box  681420,  Ft.  Payne,  AL  35968  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  21:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park,  3101 
Burritt  Dr.,  Huntsville,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of 
Native  American  traditions  & lifeways,  including  hands-on  demonstrations  & 
Kids  Korner  activities.  Hours:  10am  - 4pm.  Info:  jeff  Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  21-22:  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Wetumpka,  AL.  See 
Sept.  16-17  listing  for  details.  Info:  Ned  lenkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Iackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  ludi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Sun,  24  Sep  2000  16:53:05  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl .edu> 

Subj : NAC  Topics  + Ray  Young  Bear  + more 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Sept  25  - 29 

2)  Honoring  Our  Grief 

3)  Ray  Young  Bear  on  New  Letters 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  Los  Lobos 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Sept  25  - 29 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 9/25:  Creating  Change  Through  Native  Media: 

For  decades  most  of  the  work  to  improve  social  conditions  in  Native 
communities  has  come  from  grassroots  organizations  and  tribal  social 
services.  Media  resources  have  had  little  or  no  effect  on  these  campaigns. 
But  today  more  Native  people  are  using  media  forums  to  send  out  strong, 
positive  and  direct  messages.  Can  Native-owned  media  create  healthy  changes 
in  Indian  Country?  Guests  include  Kevin  Peniska,  publisher  of  Well  Nations 
Magazine  and  Navajo/Comanche  spiritual  counselor  Patricia  Davis. 

TUE  - 9/26:  NASA  Technology  Saving  Tribal  Languages: 

Tribal  leaders  are  looking  to  NASA  for  technology  to  help  save  Native 
languages.  Indian  educators  want  to  take  advantage  of  NASA's  advanced 


curriculum  and  tools  to  recreate  successful  language  programs  that  have 
taught  astronauts  and  cosmonauts  different  foreign  dialects.  But  can  this 
technology  revive  ancient  dialects  of  Native  America?  Guests  include  Vernon 
Finley  of  the  Salish-Kootenai  Tribal  College  and  Tony  Vanchu  of  NASA's 
Johnson  Space  Center. 

WED  - 9/27:  Book-of -the-Month : "The  Roads  of  My  Relations" 

Choctaw  writer  Devon  A.  Mihesuah  chronicles  the  lives  of  her  family 
spanning  several  generations.  She  provides  us  with  insight  into  her 
ancestors  and  traces  the  footsteps  of  their  forced  relocation  from  their 
homeland  in  Mississippi  to  their  present  day  home  in  Southeastern  Oklahoma. 
Her  stories  express  the  strength  of  a tribe  whose  identity  and  pride  have 
survived  the  disruptions  of  colonialism.  What  lessons  can  we  learn  from  the 
roads  of  our  relations? 

THU  - 9/28:  Declaration  of  Native  Independence: 

Many  non-federally  recognized  tribal  communities  are  working  to  gain  their 
sovereign  status  and  cultural  independence.  But  what  happens  if  a tribal 
community  that  is  part  of  a confederation  of  tribes  wants  its  own  autonomy? 
The  Covelo  Round  Valley  reservation  in  Northern  California  is  dealing  with 
this  exact  question.  Can  we  have  a sovereign  tribe  within  a federation  of 
tribes?  Or  does  this  endanger  the  entire  alliance?  Guests  include  Patricia 
Freeman  of  the  Breakaway  Band  of  Covelo  Indians  and  Covelo  Round  Valley 
Tribal  Administrator  Michael  Pena. 

FRI  - 9/29:  Mental  Health 

One  in  five  Americans  suffers  from  mental  illness  at  some  point,  and  it's 
widely  recognized  that  availability  and  access  to  the  right  treatments  are 
most  difficult  for  minorities ...  and  maybe  most  difficult  for  Native 
communities.  Native  youth  commit  suicide  at  a rate  three  times  higher  than 
non-Natives.  Awareness  of  mental  health  issues  is  the  first  step  that 
communities  can  take  to  start  the  healing  and  reduce  suicide  rates,  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse,  and  jail  time. 

2)  Honoring  Our  Grief:  Healing  the  Wounds  Historically 

California  Indians  experienced  trauma  so  vast  and  continuous  that  it  could 
not  be  fully  grieved.  Through  ceremonies  that  honor  the  grieving  process 
and  the  renewal  of  life.  Native  communities  are  now  healing  the  wounds. 
Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

3)  Ray  Young  Bear  on  New  Letters 

This  week  on  New  Letters  on  the  Air:  Ray  Young  Bear  reads  from  his  first 
full-length  work  of  fiction,  "Remnants  of  the  First  Earth."  He  also  reads 
from  a sample  of  his  poetry  in  his  native  language  --  Meskwaki. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

"New  Letters  on  the  Air"  runs  the  following  times 

Wednesdays  7:30pm 

Thursdays  1:30am,  7:30am 

Fridays  10:30am,  4:30pm,  10:30pm 

Saturdays  4:30am,  2:30pm 

Sundays  3:30am,  2:30pm 

Mondays  3:30am 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  Los  Lobos 

Earthsongs  continues  its  salute  to  the  Indigenous  people  of  the  south  and 


their  influence  on  modern  Latino  music  when  Gregg  McVicar  sits  down  and 
talks  with  Los  Lobos. 

For  more  information  go  to  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA.ORG  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 
or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KPFA.ORG  in  RealAudio 
Thursdays:  7pm-8pm  PT 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  in  QuickTime  or  RealMediaon  W01B.ORG 
Saturdays:  noon-lpm  MT 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. . .contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http://www.pbs.org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program  at 
http : //www. nativetelecom . org 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with  the 
subject  heading  unsubscribe 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Floop:  Eric  Martin, 

lanet  Smith,  Stuart  M Leiderman  via  Bob  Dorman,  Kola  Headquarters,  Lona, 
Kim  Catrel,  Buffalo  Folks,  Patrisia  Gonzales  and  Roberto  Rodriguez, 

Eli  1.  Tail,  Sr.,  lanet  Smith,  Martha  Ture,  lohn  D Berry,  Chris  Milda, 
Gary  Smith,  Harvey  Arden,  Barbara  Landis,  l.C.  High  Eagle,  Vicki  Lockard, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Debbie  Sanders,  lohnnie  Rustywire 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Oct  4 02:43:08  2000 

Date:  4 Oct  2000  00:57:18  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.041 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  KOLA  Newslist,  Nat-Film, 

& Triballaw  mailing  lists;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native; 

UUCP  email; 

http : //www. a z star net . com/public /dnews/000905nCensus . html 

http : //Vancouver . c be . ca /cgi- bin /tempi ate s/ view. cgi? /news /200O/09/27 

http : //www. a z star net . com/public/dnews/000924NWside. html 

http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ news/a rticles/0926autot hefts -ON. html 

www. petitiononline . com/lum223/petition . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy.org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"As  yet  I know  of  no  species  of  plant,  bird,  or  animal  that  were 
exterminated  until  the  coming  of  the  white  man.  For  some  years  after 
the  buffalo  disappeared  there  still  remained  huge  herds  of  antelope,  but 
the  hunter's  work  was  no  sooner  done  in  the  destruction  of  the  buffalo 
than  his  attention  was  attracted  toward  the  deer....  The  white  man 
considered  natural  animal  life  upon  this  continent,  as  "pests."  Plants 
which  the  Indian  found  beneficial  were  also  "pests."  There  is  no  word 
in  the  Lakota  vocabulary  with  the  English  meaning  of  this  word.... [the 
Indian]  was... kin  to  all  living  things  and  he  gave  to  all  creatures 
equal  rights  with  himself.  Everything  of  earth  was  loved  and 


reverenced .... [To  the  white  man]  the  worth  and  right  to  live  were  his, 
thus  he  heartlessly  destroyed.  Forests  were  mowed  down,  the  buffalo 
were  exterminated,  the  beaver  driven  to  extinction  and  his  wonderfully 
contsructed  dams  dynamited,  allowing  flood  waters  to  wreak  further 
havoc,  and  the  very  birds  of  the  air  silenced.  Great  grassy  plains  that 
sweetened  the  air  have  been  upturned;  springs,  streams  , and  lakes  that 
lived  no  longer  ago  than  my  boyhood  have  dried,  and  a whole  people 
harassed  to  degradation  and  death.  The  white  man  has  become  the  symbol 
of  extinction  for  all  things  natural  to  this  continent.  Between  him  and 
the  animal  there  is  no  rapport  and  they  have  learned  to  flee  from  his 
approach,  for  they  cannot  live  on  the  same  ground." 

Standing  Bear,  Oglala 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  j 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
j States  Constitution,  | 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


| Journey 

I The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


Many  of  you  will  vote  in  the  coming  United  States  national  elections. 
Many  of  you  will  not. 


Those  of  you  who  do  chose  to  cast  your  vote  need  to  look  beyond  the 


man  running  for  president.  Foremost  in  George  Bush's  list  of  candidates 
to  succeed  Bruce  Babbitt  as  Secretary  of  Interior  is  Governor  Racicot 
of  of  Montana.  Will  he  carry  the  same  attitude  for  the  buffalo  into  the 
very  office  which  will  decide  their  ultimate  fate? 

Gun  ownership  is  going  to  be  under  greater  pressure  if  A1  Gore  is 
elected . 


One  of  these  men  will  determine  the  composition  of  the  Supreme  Court 
for  the  next  generation.  Who  will  select  people  who  will  make  a true 
effort  to  apply  justice,  not  more  "just-us". 

I cannot  and  will  not  tell  you  what  to  do.  I will  ask  that  you  think 
about  the  children  and  their  grandchildren  whatever  your  decision  may  be. 
For  Indian  Peoples  that  is  a Sacred  Flonor. 


I know  it  is  still  hot  in  the  dance  circles,  but  frost  has  already 
touched  many  places  on  Turtle  Island.  In  fact,  it  is  already  snowing 
hard  in  Montana  and  the  Dakotas.  It  is  time  to  start  thinking  how 
we  can  each  help  our  elders  make  it  through  another  winter.  I will  be 
running  a list  of  places  to  send  clothes  and  donations  again,  as  I do 
every  winter.  Please  send  suggestions...  include  where,  what  is  needed 
most,  who  the  contact  is  and  a phone  number  (which  I will  not  publish 
if  you  ask  me  not  to  - I still  need  a way  to  verify  the  listing) . 

I have  not  received  the  first  suggestion  since  I first  posted  this 
request  in  the  September  30  issue.  Please  help  make  this  most  critical 
list  while  there  is  still  time  for  it  to  fulfil  its  purpose. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande.net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf .lonestar.org 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  


- Indian  Voters  Could 
Hold  Key  to  Election 

- A More  Racially  Mixed  U.  S. 

- Blood  Promise/Nuu-chah-nulth 

- State  Recognizes  Alaska  Tribes 

- Cherokee  Culture 

to  be  Topic  of  Camp 

- Cherokees  Plan 

Joint  Council  Meeting 

- Fate  of  Hohokam  Site 
in  Oro  Valley  Unclear 

- Worse  than  Ward  Valley 

- View  From  The  Hogan  #15 

- Twilight  Zone  of  Miramichi  Bay 

- Upholding  the  Rule  of  Law 
at  Burnt  Church 

- Potawatomi  Give  Chairwoman 
until  Oct.  7 to  Leave 

- Tribes  Seeking  Phone  Systems 
as  Step  to  Web 

- Crees  Assert  Right 
to  Self-Government 


- Coeur  d'Alenes  Burning  Mad  at  EPA 

- Abenaki  Band 
Blockades  Monument  Road 

- Police  Frustrated  by 
Stolen-car  Dumping  on  Rez 

- Tribe's  Opposition 

Delays  Trial  in  Boys'  Deaths 

- Eddie  Hatcher's  Statement 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Rustywire : Laughing  Girls'  Blanket 

- Lumbee  Petition 

- Poem: 

Winged  Messenger  of  the  Night 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Grand  Opening  of 

The  Joseph  Jacobs  Museum 

- 5th  Annual  Oklahoma 
Native  Language  Conference 

- Dancing  The  Circle 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Indian  Voters  Could  Hold  Key  to  Election 


Date:  Wed,  20  Sep  2000  11:26:54  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 
Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  09-18-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 


Indian  voters  could  hold  key  to  election 

By  KATHLEEN  McLAUGHLIN 

Copyright  c.  The  Billings  Gazette, 

September  17,  2000 

BROWNING  - Gene  Ground  doesn't  take  his  right  to  vote  lightly.  The  74- 
year-old  Blackfeet  Tribe  member  knows  too  well  about  the  times  his  people 
weren't  allowed  in  the  political  process.  Ground  vividly  remembers  his  own 
parents'  story  about  when  American  Indians  finally  were  granted  U.S. 
citizenship  in  1924.  When  his  mother  and  father  walked  into  the  voting 
booth  that  first  time,  they  circled  every  name  on  the  ballot.  They  had 
never  voted  before  and  didn't  understand  the  process.  Ground  says. 

voting  efforts 

Efforts  to  get  out  the  Indian  vote  are  reaching  far  and  wide  this 
election  season  in  Montana.  They  include: 

The  "Honor  the  Earth"  concert  series  which  will  bring  artists  such  as  the 
Indigo  Girls,  loan  Baez  and  Bonnie  Raitt  to  several  venues  around  Montana. 
Admission  to  the  Oct.  1 concert  in  Browning  is  free  to  those  with  voter 
registration  cards. 

Tribal  colleges  on  all  the  reservations,  the  focal  points  for  Indian 
voting  efforts,  are  helping  to  register  new  voters  and  encouraging  all  to 
make  it  to  the  polls. 

Several  moves  are  being  made  to  increase  access  to  voting,  which  can  be 
difficult  in  rural  areas.  The  state  Democratic  Party  is  heavily  promoting 
the  use  of  mail-in  ballots. 

Things  changed  quickly  in  the  Ground  family,  however.  His  mother,  Mary 
Ground,  became  an  elections  judge  on  the  reservation.  Her  primary  skills 
were  in  translating  the  ballot  for  Indian  people  who  spoke  and  read  only 
the  Blackfeet  language. 

"They  only  knew  some  guys  by  their  Indian  names,"  Ground  said. 

The  experience  and  stories  of  Ground's  parents  had  a profound  impact  on 
him. 

"I  have  never  missed  an  election,"  Ground  said  proudly.  "It's  my 
patriotic  duty." 

Political  organizers  in  Montana,  especially  Democrats,  are  trying  to 
encourage  more  Indians  to  adopt  Ground's  attitude.  Indians  are  now 
recognized  as  an  important  voting  bloc  that's  becoming  more  active  in 
setting  public  policy. 

On  a recent  swing  through  the  Blackfeet  Reservation,  Darrell  LaMere 
bounced  from  a high  school  classroom  in  Heart  Butte  to  the  senior 
citizens'  center  in  Browning,  recruiting  voters  new  and  old.  LaMere,  a 
Winnebago  Indian  from  Nebraska,  has  been  hired  this  year  by  the  Montana 
Democratic  Party  to  encourage  Native  Americans  to  register  and  get  to  the 
polls.  It's  the  first  time  a major  party  in  Montana  has  dedicated  a full- 
time staff  member  to  this  effort. 

Matt  Denny,  chairman  of  the  Montana  Republican  Party,  said  the  state  GOP 
doesn't  have  anything  similar  planned. 

"The  Republican  Party  of  Montana  targets  all  voters  and  we  don't  have  a 
special  program  for  one  kind  of  voter  or  another,"  Denny  said. 

Working  for  the  Democrats,  LaMere  does  promote  the  views  of  that  party. 
However,  he  said  his  main  focus  is  getting  Indians  to  register  and  vote. 

"I'm  not  here  to  knock  the  Republicans.  I'm  here  to  get  you  interested 
in  the  political  process,"  LaMere  told  seniors  at  Heart  Butte  High  School. 

By  not  voting,  he  told  the  kids,  "we,  as  Native  Americans,  are  denying 
ourselves  political  power." 

He  noted  that  in  the  last  major  election,  when  America  re-elected 
President 

Clinton  in  1996,  71  percent  of  registered  voters  in  Montana  went  to  the 
polls.  Estimates  from  reservation  counties  show  that  about  57  percent  of 
registered  Montana  Indian  voters  turned  out  for  the  that  election,  LaMere 
said.  Still,  he  said,  that's  a much  higher  percentage  than  even  a decade 
ago. 

LaMere  said  he'd  like  to  see  at  least  80  percent  of  Native  American 
voters  go  to  the  polls  this  year. 


It's  not  a lack  of  interest  in  politics,  observers  say,  that  keeps 
Indian  voters  away  from  polling  stations.  Heart  Butte  school 
Superintendent  Bruce  Morrison  noted  that  local  elections  of  tribal  leaders 
draw  huge  crowds.  Instead,  it  seems  many  Indian  people  feel  disconnected 
from  federal  and  state  elections. 

"For  Indian  people,  I don't  think  they  see  a connection  sometimes 
between  state  government  and  themselves  or  the  federal  government  and 
themselves,"  said  Rep.  Carol  luneau,  D-Browning,  who  has  worked  on  get  out 
the  vote  efforts  for  several  years.  "There  need  to  be  items  of  importance 
to  them. " 

In  recent  years,  political  candidates  across  Montana  have  become  more 
visible  on  reservations,  campaigning  at  pow-wows  and  other  festivals. 

Tribal  members  say  they  see  mostly  Democrats,  but  Republicans  are  not 
taking  the  Indian  vote  for  granted. 

In  1994,  Republican  U.S.  Sen.  Conrad  Burns  flew  to  each  of  Montana's 
seven  Indian  reservations  in  one  stretch.  The  trip  was  organized  after 
Burns  was  criticized  for  bypassing  reservations.  He  may  repeat  the 
reservation-focused  campaign  swing  this  year,  aides  said. 

On  the  flip  side.  Burns  infuriated  many  Indian  voters  with  proposals  in 
recent  years  to  limit  or  abolish  Indian  sovereignty.  The  issue  is  still  a 
hot  topic  on  reservations  around  Montana. 

Some  politicians  credit  victories  to  the  Indian  voting  bloc.  Former 
Democrat  U.S.  Rep.  Pat  Williams  has  said  he  believes  Native  American 
support  was  key  in  his  1992  defeat  of  Republican  Rep.  Ron  Marlenee  when 
Montana's  two  congressional  districts  were  merged  into  one.  President 
Clinton  has  said  the  Indian  vote  was  a major  contributing  factor  to  his 
1992  election  victory. 

luneau  notes  that  being  involved  in  government  affairs  is  a relatively 
new  opportunity  for  American  Indians.  She  points  out  that  when  Cut  Bank 
was  chosen  over  Browning  as  the  Glacier  County  seat  in  1917,  the  county's 
majority  Indians  did  not  vote  on  the  matter.  It  wasn't  for  another  seven 
years  that  tribal  members  were  granted  U.S.  citizenship. 

Voting  began  gaining  ground  among  Indians  as  a way  to  political  clout, 
Duneau  said,  in  the  1960s.  Still,  Duneau  added,  "Voting  is  not  yet  an 
integral  part  of  the  Indian  culture." 

LaMere  is  intent  on  helping  it  become  integral. 

"We're  all  affected  by  government,"  he  said.  "If  we  don't  vote,  it's 
going  to  be  the  same  situations  over  and  over  again." 

"RE : A More  Racially  Mixed  U.  S."  — 
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Tuesday,  5 September  2000 

Census  is  expected  to  unveil  a more  racially  mixed  U.S. 

THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

WASHINGTON  - Let  the  number  crunching  begin. 

With  a survey  of  314,000  households  near  completion,  the  Census  Bureau's 
focus  shifts  from  urging  people  to  return  questionnaires  and  tracking  down 
recalcitrant  households  to  weaving  together  the  statistical  portrait  of 
America  it  produces  once  a decade. 

Statisticians  will  sift  through  data  to  check  its  accuracy,  while 
demographers  analyze  the  numbers  to  search  for  trends.  Are  people  still 
fleeing  cities  for  the  suburbs?  Will  the  minority  population  continue  to 
grow? 

The  answers  will  tell  new  stories  about  the  American  population, 
determine  the  redistribution  of  federal  dollars  and  decide  political  power 
among  and  within  the  states. 

"Probably,  the  American  public  doesn't  understand  how  massive  the 
processing  effort  is.  The  processing  effort  over  the  next  several  months 
really  is  going  to  take  up  trillions  of  calculations,"  Census  Bureau 


Director  Kenneth  Prewitt  said  in  an  interview. 

One  of  the  bigger  story  lines  is  the  nation's  racial  and  ethnic  makeup. 
Estimates  released  last  week  showed  that  growth  in  the  country's  minority 
population  outpaced  that  of  whites  in  the  1990s,  especially  Asians  (up  43 
percent)  and  Hispanics  (up  38  percent). 

The  Anglo  population,  meanwhile,  grew  7 percent  during  the  decade. 

Census  2000  data  are  expected  to  back  up  those  estimates  with  actual 
numbers  for  the  first  time  in  10  years. 

"It's  a very  dramatic  change  in  the  makeup  of  the  country,"  Prewitt  said. 
"I  think  Census  2000  is  going  to  be  extremely  important  as  this  country 
holds  up  a mirror  to  itself." 

The  first  results  to  be  released  - the  actual  head  count  of  the  nation's 
population  - must  land  on  President  Clinton's  desk  by  Dec.  31.  The  Supreme 
Court  last  year  ruled  those  figures  must  be  used  to  reapportion  the  435 
seats  in  the  House. 

Population  figures,  adjusted  by  using  a statistical  method  known  as 
"sampling,"  are  scheduled  for  release  by  April  1.  That  second  population 
total  will  be  based  on  the  survey  of  314,000  households. 

Sampling  will  continue  to  face  political  scrutiny  in  the  months  to  come, 
analysts  say. 

Supporters  of  sampling  say  it  helps  account  for  people  missed  in  prior 
counts,  especially  the  poor,  minorities  and  inner-city  residents  - 
segments  of  the  population  that  tend  to  vote  Democratic. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruling  left  open  for  states  to  decide  whether  to  use 
sampled  data  as  the  basis  for  drawing  new  political  boundaries.  GOP 
leaders  fear  sampled  numbers  could  lead  to  districts  with  higher 
concentrations  of  Democrats. 

Other  data  will  be  released  in  waves  in  the  months  and  years  following. 
About  80  million,  or  66  percent,  of  the  country's  120  million  households 
returned  census  forms,  reversing  a decades-long  decline  in  participation. 

"The  American  people  . . . really  committed  themselves  to  the  census," 
Prewitt  said.  "All  of  that  effort  really  paid  off  in  terms  of  a good 
census . " 

Some  House  Republicans  aren't  quite  as  enthusiastic. 

Critics,  most  vocally  Rep.  Dan  Miller,  R-Fla.,  the  House  Census 
Subcommittee  chairman,  questioned  whether  procedural  errors  in  15  offices 
may  have  affected  the  accuracy  of  data  collected.  And  a handful  of  former 
census  employees  have  said  they  felt  rushed  to  gather  answers  from  some  of 
the  40  million  nonresponding  households. 

One  internal  report  concluded  that  there  were  no  problems  in  the  offices, 
while  agency  officials  say  data  quality  is  never  compromised  for  speed. 

Prewitt  also  noted  that  150,000  homes  needed  to  be  recounted,  including 
approximately  64,000  in  the  Hialeah,  Fla.,  area  after  quality-control 
checks  revealed  some  problems. 

"RE : Blood  Promise/Nuu-chah-nulth"  — - 
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[source:  NativeNewsj  Wed,  27  Sep  2000  19:40:59  -0400] 

From:  Don  <dbain@interchange . ubc . ca> 

Blood  promise 

WebPosted  Sep  27  2000  2:18  PM  EDT 

http : //Vancouver . cbc . ca /cgi- bin /templates/ view. cgi? /news /2000/09/27/bc_blood 
000927 

VICTORIA  - A genetic  researcher  at  Oxford  University  has  promised  to 
return  the  blood  samples  he  collected  from  nearly  900  Nuu-chah-nulth 
donors  back  in  the  mid-1980s. 

Dr.  Richard  Ward  collected  the  blood  for  an  arthritis  study.  The 


Nuu-chah-nulth  only  recently  found  out  that  Ward  had  used  the  samples 
for  other  research  as  well,  without  their  permission. 

Ward's  promise  isn't  good  enough  for  Chief  Larry  Baird  of  the  Ucluelet 
First  Nation.  He  and  his  family  were  among  the  many  donors  who  gave 
blood  samples.  "We  are  not  going  to  be  used  as  a bunch  of  guinea  pigs," 
he  says.  "We  are  not  a bunch  of  fools.  We  will  do  what  we  have  to  do  to 
protect  Nuu-chah-nulth." 

Chief  Baird  wants  Ward  held  accountable  for  what  happened  to  the  blood. 
He  intends  to  press  for  that  on  Friday,  when  the  Nuu-chah-nulth  tribal 
council  meets  to  discuss  the  issue. 

The  promised  return  of  the  blood  is  potentially  good  news  for  the  many 
Nuu-chah-nulth  people  suffering  from  arthritis. 

Karen  Frank  is  a health  worker  on  the  Ahouset  Reserve.  Arthritis  runs  in 
her  family.  She  wants  to  see  the  blood  used  for  new  medical  research. 
"There  is  always  progress  happening,"  says  Frank.  "Maybe  they'll  find 
some  way  to  help  my  family,  because  I see  one  of  my  sisters  really 
suffering  with  her  pain." 

It  appears  B.C.  medical  researchers  are  ready  to  help.  The  University  of 
British  Columbia  and  some  Vancouver  Island  doctors  say  they  are  willing 
to  assist  the  Nuu-chah-nulth  in  storing  the  blood,  and  devising  new 
research  strategies  into  arthritis. 

[In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only.] 
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'IT  IS  TIME  TO  EMBRACE  TRIBAL  GOVERNMENTS,'  KNOWLES  SAYS 

STATE  'RECOGNIZES'  ALASKA  TRIBES 

By  Don  Hunter 

Daily  News  Reporter 

(Published  September  30,  2000) 

With  a half-circle  of  Native  leaders  looking  over  his  shoulders.  Gov. 
Tony  Knowles  signed  an  administrative  order  Friday  directing  state 
agencies  and  officials  to  "recognize  and  respect"  the  227  federally 
recognized  tribal  governments  in  Alaska. 

The  order,  signed  at  the  end  of  an  emotional  three-hour  ceremony  at 
the  Alaska  Native  Heritage  Center,  creates  no  new  authority  for 
tribes,  which  are  identified  and  empowered  by  the  federal  government. 

But  it  revokes  and  replaces  a 1991  order  signed  by  former  Gov.  Wally 
Hickel  that  opposed  tribal  authority,  and  it  continues  a pledge 
Knowles  made  nearly  a year  ago  to  work  toward  a 
government-to-government  relationship  with  the  tribes. 

"Alaska's  tribes  are  alive  and  well  in  this  new  millennium,  just  as 
they  have  been  for  the  untold  millennia  past,"  Knowles  said.  "It  is 
time  to  embrace  tribal  governments  as  partners  in  the  future  of  this 
great  state.  It  is  time  to  move  on  as  friends." 

Knowles  was  received  warmly  and  cheered  often  by  an  enthusiastic 
crowd  of  Natives  from  all  corners  of  Alaska.  At  the  end  of  a decade 
marked  by  bitter  disagreements  about  subsistence  fishing  and  hunting 
rights  and  tribal  control  over  village  lands,  he  and  village  elders 
spoke  of  the  need  for  the  state  and  tribes  to  work  together. 


"We  can  make  a better  place  in  Alaska  for  our  children  to  live/'  said 
88-year-old  David  Salmon,  an  Athabaskan  from  Chalkyitsik.  "Make  a 
better  country  for  all  the  people  who  live  in  Alaska  in  the  future." 

Knowles'  initiative,  however,  was  received  critically  by  the  state's 
congressional  delegation  and  by  the  Republican  leadership  of  the 
state  House  of  Representatives.  In  a letter  to  Knowles  earlier  in  the 
week,  U.S.  Sens.  Ted  Stevens  and  Frank  Murkowski  and  Rep.  Don  Young 
asked  the  governor  to  delay  signing  the  order  until  after  public 
hearings . 

"The  extraordinary  implications  of  the  creation  of  tribal  authority 
and  jurisdiction  in  the  state  require  full  and  open  dialogue  through 
an  inclusive  public  process,"  the  delegation  said.  "We  request  that 
you  suspend  any  further  administrative  action  and  allow  all  Alaskans 
to  participate  in  a process  to  review  the  implications  of  this 
proposed  order." 

Knowles  responded  Friday  in  a letter,  saying  that  Native  and  state 
commissions  have  looked  at  the  issue  for  years  and  that  his  order  is 
"the  culmination  of  years  of  extensive  public  process  within  Alaska, 
some  of  which  each  of  you  have  participated  in,  and  all  of  which  you 
have  been  informed  about." 

Besides,  said  Knowles,  "my  administrative  order  acknowledges  actions 
previously  taken  by  the  federal  government  and  creates  no  new  tribal 
authority.  The  federal  government  has  that  sole  authority." 

Stevens  said  Thursday  that  federal  recognition  of  Native  villages  as 
tribes  has  created  a demand  for  federal  money  that  is  diluting  the 
effectiveness  of  what  money  is  available. 

"We  have  more  tribes  in  Alaska  than  all  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  the 
South  48,"  Stevens  said,  adding  that  he  thinks  there  are  probably 
only  about  25  or  30  traditionally  distinct  tribes  in  the  state. 

Rep.  Brian  Porter,  R-Anchorage  and  speaker  of  the  state  House,  said 
Knowles  aides  briefed  him  on  the  order  earlier  in  the  week.  But  their 
explanations  left  him  puzzled  and  concerned.  Porter  said. 

"I  asked  what  he's  recognizing  them  (tribes)  as,  and  quite  frankly 
the  answer  was  unsatisfactory,"  Porter  said.  "I  can't  remember  the 
precise  words,  but  it  begged  the  question,  'Are  you  saying  they  have 
sovereign  rights?' 

"And  the  answer  was,  'Yes,  but  it  has  to  be  within  the  confines  of 
the  state  and  federal  constitutions,'  " Porter  said,  adding  that  he's 
not  sure  the  Alaska  Constitution  permits  sovereign  tribes. 

Mike  Williams,  chairman  of  the  Alaska  Inter-Tribal  Council,  said 
tribal  governments  can  co-exist  peacefully  and  effectively  with  the 
state  and  local  governments,  although  they  will  not  always  see  eye  to 
eye  on  all  issues. 

"Today  we  begin  to  build  a win-win  situation  for  Alaska  Natives,  and 
indeed  for  all  Alaskans,"  Williams  said. 

Some  of  the  elders  and  tribal  leaders  who  preceded  Knowles  Friday 
said  the  day  of  recognition  they  have  long  sought  came  with  mixed 
emotions.  Ed  Philemonof  described  the  moment  as  "bittersweet." 

"It's  very  very  difficult  for  me  to  explain  what  I'm  feeling  today," 
said  Will  Mayo,  a longtime  tribal  advocate  and  former  president  of 
the  Tanana  Chiefs  Conference  who  now  works  for  Knowles  as  a senior 
adviser  on  rural  affairs. 

"It's  like  being  welcomed  into  my  own  home,"  he  said.  "It's  like 
being  acknowledged  and  welcomed  to  my  own  homeland." 

Reporter  Don  Hunter  can  be  reached  at  dhunter@adn.com  and  (907) 
257-4349.  Daily  News  reporter  David  Whitney  contributed  to  this 
story. 

http : //www. adn . com/ nation/ story/0, 2360, 199583,00. html 
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Cherokee  culture  to  be  topic  of  camp  next  month 

c.  Tulsa  World 

9/25/00 

TAHLEQUAH  --  A four-day  camp  on  the  culture  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  will 
open  Oct.  9 at  the  Camp  Egan  retreat  center,  11  miles  east  of  Tahlequah  in 
the  Barron  Fork  Creek  foothills  of  the  Ozark  Mountains. 

The  camp  is  open  to  people  18  and  up  who  want  to  learn  more  about  the 
Cherokee  language,  history  and  culture. 

The  camp  costs  $250,  which  will  cover  costs  for  meals,  lodging  and  a 
camp  manual. 

The  camp  can  take  no  more  than  60  people.  Acceptance  is  first  come, 
first  served. 

Evening  sessions  are  scheduled  for  6 p.m.  Monday  and  Tuesday  for  people 
who  can't  attend  during  the  day.  Those  sessions  cost  $75. 

The  deadline  for  registration  is  Oct.  6. 

For  more  information,  call  (918)  456-0671,  extension  2201. 

"RE ; Cherokees  Plan  Joint  Council  Meeting"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Sep  2000  08:35:31  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  09-29-2000 
Forwarded  by  3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Cherokees  plan  joint  council  meeting  in  North  Carolina 

By  AP  Wire  Service 

9/28/00 

TAHLEQUAH  (AP)  --  The  Cherokee  Nation  and  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee 
Indians  of  North  Carolina  are  scheduled  to  hold  a joint  council  meeting 
next  month. 

The  joint  council  meeting  will  take  place  Oct.  7 in  Cherokee,  N.C. 

Cherokee  Nation  Principal  Chief  Chad  Smith,  Deputy  Chief  Hastings  Shade 
and  13  of  the  15  members  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  tribal  council  are  slated 
to  attend  the  meeting. 

"We  want  to  work  with  the  Eastern  Band  to  preserve  and  teach  our  common 
culture,  history  and  language,"  Smith  said. 

Smith,  Shade  and  several  council  members  traveled  to  North  Carolina 
earlier  this  year  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  the  upcoming  meeting  and  to 
set  a tone  of  cooperation  between  the  two  nations. 

"RE:  Fate  of  Hohokam  Site  in  Oro  Valley  Unclear"  

Date:  Sun,  24  Sep  2000  23:45:45  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona. EDU> 
Subj:  Fate  of  Hohokam  site  in  Oro  Valley  unclear  (Fwd) 
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Sunday,  24  September  2000 

Fate  of  Hohokam  site  in  Oro  Valley  unclear 

By  Tony  Davis 

ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Developers  have  filled  in  a trench  they  had  dug  to  explore  a prime  Oro 
Valley  archaeological  site,  leaving  in  limbo  the  fate  of  what  some 
archaeologists  say  is  one  of  the  best  remaining  examples  in  the  Tucson 
area  of  Hohokam  remains. 

Brent  Sinclair,  Oro  Valley's  community  development  director,  said  the 
developer  Vistoso  Partners  had,  at  the  town's  request,  filled  the  trench 
at  Honey  Bee  Village.  It  lies  in  the  heart  of  the  8,000-home  Rancho 
Vistoso  development. 

In  late  August,  the  town  ordered  Vistoso  to  stop  work  there  after 
learning  of  the  trench.  Vistoso  called  the  work  strictly  exploratory.  Town 
officials  said  some  of  it  appeared  to  involve  excavation.  That  requires  a 
grading  permit  and  a mitigation  plan  to  demonstrate  how  the  development 


would  soften  its  effects  on  the  75-acre  site. 

The  trench  was  50  feet  long,  18  inches  wide  and  a foot  deep. 

"We  asked  them  to  (fill  in  the  trench),"  Sinclair  said.  "We  don't  want 
an  open  trench  there." 

Dick  Maes,  Vistoso's  general  manager,  said,  "I  was  instructed  to  stop 
doing  anything  in  there,  so  that's  what  I did." 

A committee  working  on  Pima  County's  Sonoran  Desert  Conservation  Plan 
has  ranked  Honey  Bee  Village  among  the  top  five  or  six  in  the  county. 

Tests  from  the  1980s  concluded  that  the  site's  12-acre  core  contains  300 
pit  houses,  along  with  a possible  central  plaza,  ball  courts,  trash  mounds 
and  a stone-walled  compound  enclosure. 

The  town's  Honey  Bee  Canyon  Management  plan  has  called  for  preservation 
of  the  site.  Town  officials  have  said  they  hope  a "win-win"  solution  can 
be  reached  to  save  at  least  the  12  acres.  Maes  has  not  submitted 
development  plans  for  the  site,  which  is  zoned  commercial. 

The  ball  is  in  Vistoso's  court,  Sinclair  said  last  week. 

"I  expect  we  will  be  hearing  from  Vistoso  Partners  about  what  happens 
next,"  he  said. 

Sinclair  added  that  he  doesn't  know  if  a law  exists  requiring  the 
developer  to  preserve  the  site.  The  purpose  of  the  mitigation  plan 
requirement  is  to  identify  the  best  areas  and  work  out  ways  to  preserve 
them,  he  said. 

He  said  he's  optimistic  that  the  12  acres  can  be  saved,  in  part  because 
the  Big  Wash  area  near  the  site  is  so  large.  It  seems  that  Vistoso  can  do 
its  development  elsewhere  on  the  property,  he  said. 

Maes  said  he  doesn't  know  if  his  company  will  preserve  or  excavate  Honey 
Bee,  as  it  has  done  at  other  Vistoso-area  sites  such  as  Sleeping  Snake 
Village. 

"I've  taken  it  out  of  my  mind  because  it  doesn't  have  to  be  done  now. 
I've  got  more  pressing  issues,"  he  said. 

"RE : Worse  than  Ward  Valley"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Sep  2000  12:31:25  -0700 
From:  "Ruth  Lopez"  <pardners@ctaz.com> 

Subj : It's  Worse  than  Ward  Valley 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

Press  Release  - For  immediate  release. 

NUCLEAR  DUMP  APPROVED  "ITS  WORSE  THAN  WARD  VALLEY"  says  Ruth  Lopez, 
Director  of  People  Against  Radioactive  Dumping,  by  Mel  Richards  Let 
Kathy  Davis  be  known  as  the  Supervisor  who  brought  California  (and  the 
High  Desert)  a Nuclear  Dump  far  worst  than  the  Proposed  Ward  Valley 
Nuclear  Dump  and/or  the  Proposed  Yucca  Mountain  High  Level  Nuclear  Dump. 
Approved  on  Tuesday  (9/26/00)  by  the  San  Bernardino  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  upon  motion  of  Kathy  Davis  was  a BRAND  NEW 
RADIOACTIVE/NUCLEAR/LEAD  WASTE  DUMP  at  Mountain  Pass  which  will  be 
operated  by  UNOCAL  at  their  Molycorp  Operation  off  of  Bailey  Road  and 
1-15  near  Stateline,  Nevada.  This  DUMP  will  allow  UNOCAL  to  slurry 
spigot  nuclear/radioactive  waste  right  on  top  of  a thin  plastic  line 
over  the  50  acre  "P-16  Pond.  The  waste  will  not  be  in  containers,  but 
simply  spread  over  the  plastic.  "Its  worse  than  Ward  Valley.  The  dump 
is  located  on  a mountain,  and  the  waste  oozes  and  plumes  down  both  sides 
under  1-15  and  likely  into  the  East  Mojave  Preserve  and  over  to 
Stateline  where  the  golf  course  and  casinos  are  located.  This  is 
despite  the  fact  that  People  Against  Radioactive  Dumping  obtained 
20,000+  signatures  to  petition  the  Supervisors  to  require  containment  of 
radioactive  waste  in  containers  within  monitored  concrete  storage 
vaults"  says  expert  witness,  Ruth  Lopez,  Director  of  People  Against 
Radioactive  Dumping  (PARD)  and  licensed  Archaeologist  formerly  with  the 
BLM. 

"Supervisor  Ion  Mikels  promised  that  he  would  oppose  "unlined"  dumps  - 
so  this  is  what  he  has  bestowed  upon  us  by  virtue  of  walking  away  from 
the  vote  on  Tuesday  and  not  taking  a stand  against  UNOCAL's 


recklessness/'  Lopez  stated.  "Plastic  liners  tear;  the  heat  from  the 
waste  will  likely  shrivel  it  and  the  planned  admitted  leakage  will  only 
be  detected  after  it  has  already  infiltrated  the  water  wells.  The 
County  Supervisors  did  not  even  ask  how  many  gallons  of  clean  water  from 
Shadow  Valley  will  be  cooked  with  the  kerosene,  lead,  and  the 
radioactive  elements  like  Uranium,  Thorium,  Barium,  Cesium;  nor  did  any 
of  them,  except  Aguire  (who  voted  no),  appear  concerned  that  the 
contamination  will  be  surface  dumped  in  the  soil  and  water  and  "misted" 
into  the  air" 

The  representative  from  the  Lahontan  Water  Board  (same  as  in  the  movie 
"Erin  Brockavich")  speaking  to  the  Supervisors  represented  himself  as 
ignorant  of  the  off  site  pluming  of  radioactive  waste.  Lopez  opined 
that  this  was  a blatant  bold  faced  lie  by  our  "environmental  health 
regulators.  "He  had  to  correct  himself  when  he  later  realized  he  had 
been  caught.  Neither  the  BLM  nor  the  Park  Service  were  there  to  object. 

The  Supervisors  should  have  required  UNOCAL  to  finish  cleaning  up  the 
existing  contaminated  water  that  has  plumed  radiation  off  site  onto  BLM, 
before  approving  more  potential  contamination.  UNOCAL  has  broken  the 
law,  now  the  Supervisors  are  rewarding  them  by  giving  them  an  extension 
on  their  existing  violations  while  the  putting  protestors  like  3eff 
Wright  in  jail." 

"They  have  no  idea  how  far  the  radioactive  water  has  plumed  into  the 
water  and  air  or  even  if  it  has  reached  nearby  Stateline,  Nevada. 

Children  living  in  the  area  have  rare  and  lethal  diseases.  The  Desert 
Tortoise  population  in  the  adjacent  Ivanpah  Valley  is  diseased.  The 
Supervisors  have  set  in  place  irresponsible  precedence  seconded  by  none 
in  the  world.  This  NUCLEAR  DUMP  was  approved  without  an  Environmental 
Impact  Report  and  without  even  a 30  day  notice.  UNOCAL  has  contributed 
(soft  money)  to  the  election  campaigns  of  our  Supervisors,  in  particular 
Ion  Mikels,  and  it  is  not  illegal  in  this  County  for  the  Supervisors  to 
vote  on  an  issue  that  affects  their  contributors." 

Although  PARD  represents  the  20,000  voters  who  signed  our  1996  petition 
for  responsible  management  of  nuclear  waste  in  San  Bernardino  County, 
the  Board  refused  to  allow  me,  the  Director  of  PARD  to  address  the  issue 
for  more  than  3 minutes--Hansberger  using  as  an  excuse  that  Lopez  did 
not  live  at  Mountain  Pass.  Extending  this  reasoning,  Lopez  retorted 
that  Hansberger  should  not  be  allowed  to  vote  on  any  issue  that  affects 
the  high  desert.  Derry  Eaves  also  voted  for  it. 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l . htm 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet.com. 

"RE : View  From  The  Hogan  #15"  

Date:  9/22/00  2:23:01  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Subj : ViewFromTheHogan  #15 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  UNCLE3AKE74@aol.com 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

The  View  From  The  Hogan  #15  Little  month  of  ripening  crops  (August  2000) 
Notes  from  Big  Mountain 

Ya ' a 'tee 

I know  its  late  in  September,  but  here  is  the  news  from  august. 

So,  the  persecution  of  Kee  Shay  continues.  Some  background Kee 

Shay  is  an  elderly  Dineh  man.  He  and  his  family  have  spent  their  lives 
raising  a small  flock  of  sheep,  tending  a small  cornfield,  hauling  water 
and  firewood  and  maintaining  ceremony.  In  short  he  is  a traditional  man. 


He  does  not  speak  english,  and  like  most  of  the  elders  here,  does  not 
read  or  write  in  any  language.  Some  years  ago  the  Feds  decided  to  put  a 
fence  across  the  land.  Everything  on  one  side  of  the  fence  was  "given"  to 
the  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  The  logic  of  this  still  escapes  me.  How  can  some 
people  thousands  of  miles  away,  who  work  for  an  institution  that  did  not 
exist  when  these  people  began  living  here  (the  U.S.  Govt)  "give" 
something  away  that  never  belonged  to  them  in  the  first  place?  It  seems 
to  be  based  on  the  notion  that  Might  is  Right.  They  have  more  guns, 
therefore  what  they  say  is  law.  Anyway,  this  fence  cut  right  through  the 
middle  of  the  Shay  familys  customary  use  area,  seperating  their  summer 
home  from  their  winter  home.  When  I say  "summer  home",  we  are  not  talking 
about  a condo  in  Florida.  We're  talking  about  a small  hogan  and  corral, 
somewhere  to  move  the  flock  to  as  the  seasons  change.  This  movement  is 
the  essence  of  good  range  management.  At  the  time  this  happened,  Kee 
happened  to  be  in  his  home  that  the  feds  "allowed"  the  Navajos  to  keep. 
The  family  continued  to  use  their  customary  use  area  and  homes. 

Now  the  Corporate  Hopis  have  slapped  one  of  their  infamous  "exclusion 
orders"  on  Kee.  Telling  him  he  is  trespassing  on  the  Hopi  Reservation. 

The  rationale  of  the  Exclusion  Orders  is  to  remove  people  who  pose  a 
"threat  to  the  Hopi  Tribe".  How  is  Kee  threatening  the  Hopi  Tribe?  The 
nearest  Hopi  is  twenty  miles  away.  None  of  the  absentee  Hopi  cattle 
barons  are  running  stock  near  his  land.  After  talking  with  the  Corporate 
Hopis  involved,  a reporter  covering  the  case  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  were  trying  to  create  a "rubber-stamp"  procedure  to  easily  remove 
Navajos.  Efficiency  in  the  service  of  human  suffering.  Where  have  I geard 
that  before? 

So,  for  10  days  Kee  had  to  endure  sitting  in  a stuffy  room  listening  to 
these  spiteful  people  rant  and  rave  in  a foreign  tongue.  This  is  a point 
that  the  Elders  here  bring  up  all  the  time.  If  this  is  a dispute  between 
Hopis  and  Navajos,  how  come  its  all  being  done  with  Whiteman  language  and 
Whiteman  Law?  Any  of  you  who  are  familiar  with  a subsistence  lifeway 
knows  how  difficult  it  is  to  take  time  off  from  the  work.  Not  only  is 
Kees  work  suffering,  somehow  he  must  try  and  raise  money  to  pay  for  legal 
help.  Those  doing  this  to  him  have  their  pockets  stuffed  with  coal 
royalties.  Its  not  hurting  them  at  all.  On  the  seventh  day  of  this  farce 
Kee  collapsed  and  was  rushed  to  hospital.  Success  for  the  Corporate  Hopis 
For  thirty  years  they  have  done  everything  they  can  to  cause  suffering 
and  stress  to  the  resisters.  Now  this  "trial"  is  over.  They  say  they  will 
render  a decision  by  November.  Why  so  long?  The  decision  is  a forgeone 
conclusion . 

A simple  observation.  There  is  more  dignity  and  humility  in  Kee  Shays 
little  finger  than  in  all  the  greedy,  vicious,  "suits"  doing  this  to  him. 

What  value  does  dignity  and  humility  have? 

So,  I wonder  how  many  of  you  have  noticed  the  parrallel  between  the 
current  crop  of  "exclusions",  and  the  events  that  led  to  the  creation  of 
the  original  "Moqui"  (what  the  feds  used  to  call  the  Hopis)  reservation? 
Back  in  the  1880' s,  the  U.S.  program  of  genocide  against  native  people 
was  in  full  swing.  One  of  the  major  tools  in  this  process  was  the 
kidnapping  of  the  indian  kids  and  forcing  them  into  schools  where  they 
were  brainwashed  into  becoming  "good"  americans.  Every  vestige  of  their 
culture  was  attempted  to  be  removed.  (Incidentally,  this  process  of 
genocide  by  "education"  continues  unabated  today.)  Back  then,  there  were 
a couple  of  whitemen  living  in  the  Hopi  villages.  They  encouraged  the 
traditionals  to  resist,  telling  them  that  the  US  had  no  legal  right  to  do 
this.  Which  is  in  fact  true  as  the  Hopi  had  signed  no  treaty  with  the  U.S 
Well,  the  U.S.  Indian  agent  for  the  Hopis  was  incensed  at  this  meddling 
in  the  process,  and  tried  to  have  the  whitemen  kicked  out  of  Hopi,  but 
found  he  did  not  have  the  "jurisdiction"  to  do  this,  so  he  complained  to 
head  office  in  DC  and  demanded  that  the  President  (one  Chester  Arthur) 
create  a reservation  for  the  Hopis,  so  that  he,  the  agent,  would  then 
have  the  power  to  stop  this  interference.  In  response,  in  1882,  Prsident 
Arthur  drew  an  abstract  square  on  the  map  of  arizona,  having  no 
relationship  to  existing  land-use.  Some  Hopis  lived  outside  of  the  square 
and  some  Navajos  lived  inside  it.  All  this,  simply  to  give  the  agent  the 


power  to  "exclude"  troublemakers.  So  now,  more  than  100  years  later,  the 
exact  same  process  continues.  Traditional  Hopi  and  Navajo  people  continue 
to  resist  US  genocide  with  the  assistance  of  some  non-indians.  This  time 
the  US  uses  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  for  "jurisdiction".  The  HTC  barks 
about  how  this  is  a great  step  forward  for  "Indian  Sovereignty",  but  in 
truth  it  just  gives  the  Tribal  Council  unlimited  dictatorial  power  to 
enforce  the  will  of  the  corporations  and  US  Governement  against  Indian 
people . 

And  if  you  want  more  evidence,  consider  this.  Arlene  Hamilton  was 
excluded  for  putting  up  a tepee  for  a few  weeks.  According  to  the 
Corporate  Hopis,  this  constituted  "a  threat  to  the  Hopi  Tribe".  As 
everyone  here  knows,  the  real  reason  she  was  excluded  was  because  she 
helps  the  grandmas  sell  their  rugs.  She  helps  them  to  survive.  The  HTC 
and  the  feds  do  not  want  them  to  survive.  They  want  them  to  move  off. 

Back  in  the  summer  one  grandmas  was  paid  a visit  by  a gang  of  corporate 
hopis.  They  tried  to  tell  her  that  Arlene  was  "ripping  her  off".  Then 
they  tried  to  tell  her  that  she  needed  a permit  from  the  Hopi  Tribal 
Council  to  weave.  This  is  pure  bullshit.  Under  the  terms  of  the 
Accomodation  Agreement  (that  this  particular  grandma  had  signed)  it 
states  quite  plainly  that  the  people  do  not  need  permits  for  such  activity 
but  of  course  the  grandmas  can't  read  the  agreement  they  signed, ,as  its  in 
english.  Its  not  even  plain  english,  but  "legalese".  Then  they  tried  to 
tell  the  grandma  that  she  had  to  pay  tax  to  the  HTC  on  any  rugs  she  sold. 
Again,  pure  bullshit.  The  Corporate  Hopis  did  in  fact  recently  attempt  to 
introduce  some  taxes,  one  of  which  would  have  meant  that  the  grandmas 
would  have  to  pay  tax  on  their  rug  sales  (but  Hopis  wouldn't),  but  the 
Hopi  people  voted  overwhelmingly  against  these  taxes. 

So,  why  are  these  Corporate  Hopis  intimidateing  and  harassing  this  grandma 

Clan  Dyken  are  getting  ready  to  hit  the  road  again  with  their  Beauty  Way 

Tour.  For  those  who  don't  know  what  that  is, Clan  Dyken  are  a group 

of  fine  musicians.  Every  year  around  this  time  they  do  a series  of  gigs 
around  the  West,  raising  funds  and  supplies  to  bring  out  here  to  the  land 
on  the  annual  Thanksgiving  Supply  Run.  So,  if  you  are  interested  in 
contributing  to  these  fine  cause,  if  you  are  interested  in  arranging  a 
gig  in  your  area,  or  just  if  you  are  interestred  in  attending  a good  gig, 
please  contact  Michael  at  mgp@madre.com. 

With  the  closing  in  of  the  evenings,  I'm  getting  time  to  read  again. 
Interesting  book  I've  just  finished  is  "Navajo  Roundup"  by  Lawrence  Kelly. 
Basically  the  book  is  the  correspondence  between  Kit  Carson  and  his  boss 
General  Carleton  during  the  round  up  of  the  Navajos  in  1863-64  taking  them 
to  the  concentration  camp  at  Fort  Sumner.  Known  among  the  Navajos  as  "The 
Long  Walk".  The  feds  have  justified  the  removal  in  the  past  30  years  of 
10,000  Navajos,  and  the  partition  of  this  land  in  1974  on  the  grounds 
that  the  Navajos  have  only  lived  here  since  they  got  released  from  the 
concentration  camp  in  1868.  That  they  are  in  fact  recent  arrivals  onto 
Hopi  Land.  According  to  the  dispatches  sent  by  Kit  Carson,  the  army  made 
several  expedition  up  onto  Black  Mesa,  rounding  up  Navajos.  So,  how  could 
they  round  up  Navajos  here,  if  there  werent  any  Navajos  here?  Why  does 
the  US  Govt  ignore  its  own  documentation?  Another  point  that  is  repeated 
in  the  correspondence  is  that  after  8000  Navajos  were  incarcerated, 

Carson  kept  insisting  that  at  least  that  many  Navajos  were  still  at  large, 
to  the  north,  south,  and  west  of  the  Hopi  Mesas.  Carleton  chose  to  ignore 
this  information,  as  he  was  basking  in  the  success  of  his  campaign.  So 

there  you  have  it Navajos  have  been  living  here  for  a lot  longer 

than  the  feds  (and  HTC)  are  now  trying  to  claim.  I have  heard  many 
stories  from  the  Elders  here  that  talk  of  when  their  relatives  came  home 
from  the  concentration  camp,  joining  their  families  that  had  continued  to 
occupy  this  land  for  centuries. 

Got  a press  release  earlier  in  the  summer  about  a mural  that  had  been 
unveiled  down  in  Phoenix.  The  article  was  titled  "Mural  depicts  the  agony 
of  relocation".  Painted  by  a young  Navajo  artist,  a large  part  of  the 
mural  concerns  itself  with  the  relocation  of  Navajos  to  the  concentration 
camp  back  in  the  1860's.  I think  its  great  that  such  a subject  a being 
bought  to  more  peoples  attention  through  the  mural,  but  I worry  about  the 


fact  that  not  a mention  is  made  that  more  navajos  have  been  relocated  in 
the  past  30  years  than  were  relocated  in  the  1860's.  I worry  that  it  is 
much  easier  to  deal  with  unpleasant  subjects  if  they  are  viewed  as 
history.  We  can  blame  our  unenlightened  ancestors  and  feel  that  we  could 
not  be  a party  to  such  a thing.  In  the  meantime  we  can  ignore  the 
genocide  that  continues  to  be  perpetrated.  I guess  in  a hundred  and  fifty 
years  we  might  see  a mural  depicting  the  current  relocation. 

With  the  help  of  some  friends,  I am  in  the  process  of  setting  up  my  own 
Website.  One  section  will  be  something  I call  Gallery  of  Resistance,  that 
will  include  posters,  paintings,  poems  and  songs  about  the  war  that  has 
been  raging  here. . So,  if  any  of  you  have  any  of  the  old  posters, 
paintings  or  drawings  you've  done,  poems  or  songs  you've  written,  or  if 
you  know  someone  else  who  has  such  things,  I'd  like  to  hear  from  you. 

The  photos  this  time  are: 

vfhl5pixl.  Laid  up  with  a bad  leg,  this  is  the  view. 
vfhl5pix2  The  water  of  life.  Hauling  water  from  the  spring. 

Good  opportunity  for  a young  helper  to  wash  a fleece  in 
readiness  for  carding. 
vfhl5pix3  The  water  of  life. 

vfhl5pix4  The  View  From  The  Hogan 

Not  wanting  to  clog  up  peoples  emailboxes,  I only  send  the  photos  to 
those  that  request  them. 

Back  in  the  real  world,  its  been  a hot  dry  summer.  We  kept  hearing  about 
the  rains  down  south,  but  nothing  fell  here.  Water  became  the  focus  of 
every  day.  I figured  out  I was  spending  about  25  hours  a week  just 
hauling  water  and  dealing  with  watering  the  sheep  and  corn.  I don't  know, 
but  my  guess  is  that  there  are  still  some  of  you  out  there  that  work  a 40 
hour  week.  Imagine  if  over  half  your  work  week  was  used  up  just  dealing 
with  supplying  yourself  with  water.  A healthy  and  respectful  attitude 
towards  the  value  of  water  must  surely  ensue.  In  mid  august  the  rains 
finally  came.  First  one,  then  a few  more.  There  was  even  a bit  of 
flooding.  I suspect  we  will  soon  get  notices  telling  us  our  flocks  must 
be  impounded  due  to  waterlogging.  So,  the  thirsty  garden  started  to  burst 
forth,  the  springs  recharged,  and  the  grass  started  to  grow.  What  was 
yelloe  became  green.  Makes  the  sheep  real  happy.  The  evenings  are 
starting  to  cool  down,  so  now  its  time  to  bring  in  the  firewood. 

Surveillance  seems  to  have  been  stepped  up.  I know  that  "out  there"  you 
can't  go  anywhere  without  security  cameras  watching  you,  but  I wonder  how 
many  of  you  are  targetted  for  surveillance.  We  live  in  the  middle  of 
nowhere.  The  goons  park  their  trucks  on  the  ridges  and  spy  on  us  with 
binoculars.  They  count  the  sheep,  they  see  who  is  visiting  who.  If  you 
were  to  come  and  visit  us,  chances  are  you  will  be  stopped  and  have  your 
ID's  checked.  Now  they  are  doing  more  horseback  surveillance.  What  a 
waste  of  time  and  money.  There  is  no  crime  going  on  here.  It's  just  a 
continuation  of  30  years  of  intimidation  and  harassment. 

I'd  like  to  end  here  with  a personal  message.  This  is  for  all  those  of 
you  who  know  me,  either  through  the  time  we  spent  together  over  the  years, 
or  simply  because  of  our  dialogue  through  this  electronic  medium.  The 
rest  of  you  need  read  no  further. 

I am  blessed  with  an  incredible  life. 

Without  exaggeration  I can  say  that  I am  the  richest  person  I know.  In 
vain  I search  for  a justification  for  this. 

However,  I find  at  least  a partial  explanation,  and  that  is  each  of  you. 
Each  of  you  knows  that  it  is  our  nature  to  be  kind,  generous  and 
compassionate  (in  a word,  to  love) 

I know  that  you  know  this,  because  that  is  what  you  have  taught  me. 

Many  of  you  hold  me  (and  everyone  else  here)  in  your  prayers. 

Can  there  be  a more  precious  gift  than  this? 

Many  of  you  send  me  gifts.  Tobacco,  tapes,  books,  things  you  have  made 
for  me. 

Many  of  you  share  yourselves  with  me  through  your  words. 

All  of  these  activities  involve  you  giving  me  some  of  your  time. 

I believe  our  time  to  be  extremely  precious. 

It  can  be  said,  in  one  sense,  our  time  is  actually  the  only  thing  we 


possess . 

So.  when  we  give  someone  our  time,  is  this  not  love? 

The  upshot  of  all  this  is  that  I carry  with  me  a profound  sense  of 
gratitude.  Accompanying  it  a deep  sense  of  responsibility.  So,  I'd  like  to 
tell  you  this. 

The  work  I do  here,  my  daily  labor  (as  humble  as  it  is) 

In  a very  real  sense,  I do  this  FOR  you. 

Because  I believe  I am  only  doing  what  each  of  you  would  do,  if  you  were 
in  my  position. 

I suspect  also  that  many  of  you  could  do  a better  job  of  it. 

Thank  you 

But  then,  what  the  hell  do  I know,...  I'm  just  a sheepherder. 

"Respect  for  the  rights  of  others  is  peace" 

Thanks  for  giving  me  your  time  by  reading  this 
Your  prayers,  support,  and  correspondence  are  invited 
For  all  my  relations 
BoPeep 

(unclejake74@hotmail . com) 

Please  feel  free  to  pass  on  this  email  (unedited) 

If  you  have  received  this  email  as  a forward,  and  want  to  be  sure  of 
getting  them  in  the  future,  please  let  me  know.  Also  if  there  are  any 
back-issues  you  want,  again,  let  me  know. 

[In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  this  material  is 
distributed  without  profit  or  payment  to  those  who  have  expressed  a prior 
interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  non-profit  research  and 
educational  purposes  only.] 
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"RE : Twilight  Zone  of  Miramichi  Bay"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Sep  2000  00:24:48  -0500 
From:  "lohn  Russell"  <longjohn@qconline.com> 

Subj : Burnt  Church  and  the  Twilight  Zone  of  Miramichi  Bay 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

lANICE  HARVEY 

I had  a "Twilight  Zone"  experience  the  other  evening,  listening  to 
Fisheries  and  Oceans  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal  being  interviewed  on  CBC  Radio. 
Mr.  Dhaliwal  constructed  a version  of  recent  events  at  Burnt  Church  that 
was  hard  to  recognize,  to  say  the  least.  I had  to  ask,  am  I,  or  is  Mr. 
Dhaliwal,  living  in  another  time-space  dimension?  One  of  us  is 
disconnected  from  reality,  and  I'm  not  yet  prepared  to  say  it  is  me. 

Mr.  Dhaliwal  places  all  the  onus  for  mediator  Bob  Rae's  abrupt  departure 
(Ovide  Mercredi  calls  it  a hiatus)  on  Burnt  Church.  And  yet,  DFO  did  not 
seem  to  have  a negotiating  position  when  the  mediation  talks  began.  The 
official  public  line  was  and  remains  that  the  native  fishery  in  Miramichi 
Bay  is  illegal  and  must  end.  Period.  No  wiggle  room  there. 

Yet,  by  virtue  of  DFO  agreeing  to  appoint  a mediator.  Burnt  Church 
assumed  DFO  had  a compromise  position  to  bring  to  the  mediation.  Native 
negotiators  were  jerked  around  on  a chain,  trying  to  come  up  with 
something  DFO  would  accept  to  defuse  the  situation.  First  they  tried  to 
organize  a trap  count  (it  finally  happened  with  three  independent 
chartered  accountants,  but  by  that  time  Bob  Rae  was  gone,  Mr.  Dhaliwal  had 
declared  any  trap  is  too  many,  and  had  issued  his  deadline  for  removing 
all  traps).  Then  they  proposed  shortening  the  season,  to  end  on  October  7. 
Their  final  move  was  to  offer  that  most  traps  would  be  removed  by  Oct.  1, 
and  the  rest  by  the  7th. 

The  argument  could  be  made  that  DFO's  illegal  fishery  position  could  not 
be  negotiated  without  legitimizing  the  opposing  view  - that  the  Mi ' kmaq 
have  a right  to  fish  and  manage  their  own  fishery.  Fair  enough.  But  given 
that,  DFO  should  never  have  agreed  to  mediation.  To  do  so  was  the  ultimate 


in  bad  faith. 

I believe  appointing  a mediator  served  one  important  purpose  for  DFO  - 
to  repair  some  of  the  public  relations  damage  done  by  video  images  of  DFO 
patrol  boats  ramming  native  skiffs  and  endangering  lives.  While  one  hand 
made  this  token  gesture,  the  other  remained  intransigent  in  the 
negotiating  room,  out  of  view  of  the  cameras. 

Once  Bob  Rae  announced  the  parties  were  too  far  apart  to  broker  any 
agreement,  Mr.  Dhaliwal  was  free  to  make  his  next  move.  Fie  declared  the 
native  fishery  illegal,  and  imposed  the  deadline  for  removing  all  traps. 
Never  mind  that  this  had  been  his  line  from  the  outset.  Now,  he  justified 
a final  shutdown  of  the  native  fishery  by  casting  Burnt  Church  leaders  as 
guilty  of  scuttling  the  mediation.  We  have  made  every  effort  to  resolve 
this,  he  claimed. 

The  implications  for  Burnt  Church  are  profound.  Canadians  want  fish 
stocks  conserved,  and  they  want  to  believe  Mr.  Dhaliwal 's  statements  that 
this  is  his  only  concern.  And  since  most  Canadians  have  never  been  on  an 
Indian  reserve  (which  don't  even  show  on  the  New  Brunswick  map  as  real 
communities  - they  are  marked  instead  like  tourist  attractions  or 
institutions)  and  most  probably  have  never  known  an  Indian,  it  is  easy  for 
concern  over  lobster  stocks  to  turn  into  nasty  demonizing  of  an  entire 
ethnic  group. 

DFO's  high-ground  spin  reached  the  height  of  hypocrisy  when  Mr.  Dhaliwal 
said  that,  in  a civilized  society,  people  ultimately  have  access  to  the 
courts  to  defend  their  case.  Fie  had  the  gall  to  suggest  Burnt  Church 
residents  take  this  route  if  they  truly  believe  they  are  an  aggrieved 
party.  Meanwhile,  despite  the  fact  that  no  court  has  ruled  on  the 
constitutionality  of  any  illegal  fishing  charges  against  Burnt  Church 
fishermen,  DFO  is  seizing  hundreds  of  traps  without  laying  charges  and 
forcing  native  fishermen  to  take  the  department  to  court  to  get  their 
property  back.  The  burden  of  proof  has  been  reversed.  This  is  akin  to  any 
one  of  us  having  our  car  seized  on  suspicion  of  a crime,  and  held  until  we 
could  mount  a court  action  to  prove  our  innocence  - a flagrant  abuse  of 
our  justice  system. 

It  has  parallels  to  the  APEC  scandal  in  Vancouver.  There,  the 
constitutional  rights  of  students  were  allegedly  abrogated  by  police  in 
the  interest  of  pro  tecting  the  sensitivities  a brutal  Indonesian  dictator. 
Canadians  were  so  disturbed  by  the  sight  of  police  aggression  against  the 
students,  and  by  stories  of  students  being  arrested  and  held  on  bogus 
charges,  that  an  independent  inquiry  ensued. 

Are  we  not  equally  disturbed  by  DFO's  shocking  displays  of  force  on  the 
waters  of  Miramichi  Bay?  By  the  seizure  of  property  and  the  absence  of 
court  hearings  to  determine  guilt?  Will  there  be  an  inquiry  into  the 
government's  handling  of  this  situation?  Are  Canadians  really  willing  to 
see  constitutional  rights  abrogated  depending  on  circumstances? 

If  justice,  meaning  the  lawful  collection  of  evidence  and  the 
presentation  of  that  evidence  before  a court  to  ascertain  guilt  or 
innocence,  can  be  denied  in  the  case  of  the  Burnt  Church  fishery  dispute, 
then  it  can  be  withheld  in  other  situations. 

Minorities  and  those  without  public  or  political  clout  - those  who  most 
need  that  constitutional  protection  - are  at  the  greatest  risk. 

Nothing  less  than  Canada's  rule  of  law  is  at  stake  here.  It's  a slippery 
slope  indeed,  and  I don't  think  we,  as  a nation,  want  to  go  there, 
lanice  Flarvey  is  a freelance  writer  and  environmentalist.  She  can  be 
reached  by  e-mail  at  waweig(3nbnet . nb . ca 
http : //www. nbnews . com/telegraph journal/ 
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Upholding  the  Rule  of  Law  at  Burnt  Church. 

Taiaiake  Alfred 
c.  Windspeaker 


October  2000 

Something  wrong  is  happening  out  at  Burnt  Church,  and  it  needs  to  stop. 
There  are  crimes  being  committed  on  Miramichi  Bay,  and  immediate  action 
should  be  taken  to  stop  the  criminals  from  perpetrating  further  illegal 
acts.  The  rule  of  law  must  be  upheld.  The  Canadian  Prime  Minister  and 
his  fisheries  minister  have  pronounced  that  'the  law  must  be  enforced'  in 
this  situation.  But  if  that  were  truly  to  be  the  case  right  now;  if  in 
fact  the  law  was  being  enforced  and  the  rule  of  law  respected,  things 
would  be  very  different  than  the  dangerous  farce  taking  place  out  there  on 
the  water  these  days. 

The  time  has  come  to  put  an  end  to  the  criminality  taking  place  in  the 
waters  off  of  Burnt  Church:  the  federal  government  and  white  fishermen 
must  respect  the  law  and  stop  attacking  Mik'maq  people  in  the  just  and 
legal  exercise  of  their  rights.  What  we  have  in  Burnt  Church  at  the 
moment  is  a peaceable  group  of  Natives  doing  what  they  must  to  survive  and 
feed  themselves,  and  in  doing  so  facing  down  the  threat  of  invasion  by  a 
greedy  and  violent  horde  of  white  people  supported  by  the  paramilitary 
forces  of  the  state  - what  else  is  new?  is  this  the  year  1500  or  2000? 

Did  I say  greedy?  White  fishermen  take  99%  of  the  'resource'  from 
Miramichi  Bay.  The  Canadians'  own  high  court  has  recognized  the  Mik'maq 's 
treaty  right  to  earn  a livelihood  by  fishing;  significantly,  it  also 
constrained  the  federal  government's  power  to  regulate  the  Mik'maq  fishery, 
stipulating  that  it  may  act  to  limit  the  Mik'maq  only  in  the  interest  of 
conservation  and  after  consultation  with  the  Mik'maq  themselves.  With  the 
Mik'maq  taking  a mere  1%  of  the  'resource'  at  this  point,  there  is  clearly 
no  legal  justification  in  Canadian  law  for  the  federal  government's  acting 
against  the  Mik'maq  fishery. 

Did  I say  violent?  The  media,  in  the  service  of  the  state  and  always 
respecting  the  interests  of  their  readers,  of  course  has  distorted  the 
situation  and  reversed  the  truth  in  its  portrayal  of  the  violence  at  Burnt 
Church.  Capitalizing  on  the  fact  that  most  Canadians  instinctually 
believe  that  Natives  are  bad,  the  media  has  proffered  no  shortage  mythical 
'warriors'  and  maligned  radical  youth  to  satisfy  the  fearful  mythology  of 
Indian-hating  that  runs  through  mainstream  culture.  The  media  portrayals 
of  the  white  fishermen  as  (excuse  my  paraphrase)  'hard-working  family  men 
just  trying  to  earn  a buck  and  who  play  by  the  rules  and  who  won't  put  up 
with  any  unfair  special  treatment  for  Indians',  their  deference  to  the 
federal  messenger,  mediator  or  whatever.  Bob  Rae,  as  thoughtful, 
reasonable  and  tolerant  both  contrast  sharply  with  the  image  of  the 
Mik'maq  as  angry,  irrational  and  confrontational.  Yet,  to  date,  it  seems 
that  the  only  people  who  have  explicitly  threatened  violence  and  who  have 
been  proven  to  wield  weapons  on  the  scene  are  white  fishermen. 

All  of  this  is  sickening,  especially  considering  where  it  is  all  headed. 
But  it  is  just  the  face  of  things.  The  deeper  reality  is  that  Burnt 
Church  is  about  something  much  larger  than  lobsters  and  fish  quotas  and 
money.  It  is  all  about  mass  criminality,  conquest  and  survival,  the  life 
and  death  of  nations. 

There  is  a word  that  cannot  be  spoken  in  this  country,  and  it  is 
'genocide'.  Oh,  Canada  often  uses  the  unspeakable  word  as  a weapon  against 
various  Africans,  for  example,  in  laying  blame  for  the  horrors  of  famine 
and  war  in  places  such  as  Rwanda.  Canada  has  gained  much  undue  respect 
and  unearned  credibility  internationally  by  pointing  a finger  accusingly, 
and  posturing  outward  as  the  good,  sensible  and  humane  people  willing  to 
take  on  the  cause  of  human  rights  and  to  support  international  law.  But 
there  are  stains  and  the  dirt  under  Canada's  own  vigorous  fingernail,  as 
the  conflict  at  Oka  before  it  and  Burnt  Church  now  is  demonstrating. 

I spoke  the  unspeakable  word  genocide,  and  in  anticipation  of  being 
labelled  an  extremist  I offer  the  following  proof  of  Canada's  genocidal 
criminality.  The  1948  UN  Convention  on  Genocide  (to  which  Canada  is  a 
signatory  and  thus  bound)  defines  the  crime  of  genocide  as  any  action 
taken  by  a government  that  involves  killing  members  of  a group,  causing 
serious  bodily  or  mental  harm  to  members  of  the  group,  deliberately 
inflicting  upon  the  group  conditions  of  life  calculated  to  bring  about  its 
physical  destruction  in  whole  or  in  part,  imposing  measures  intended  to 
prevent  birth  within  the  group,  or  forcibly  transferring  children  of  one 


group  to  another  group.  To  be  criminal,  in  terms  of  international  law,  a 
government  need  only  do  one  of  those  things.  Our  sad  collective  history 
of  dispossession,  police  brutality,  residential  schools,  child 
apprehension,  adoption  to  white  families,  and  forced  economic  deprivation 
is  well  documented.  Thus,  who  can  deny  that  Canada  has  perpetrated  the 
crime  of  genocide  against  Indigenous  peoples  as  defined  by  the  UN? 

And  it  continues.  Considering  the  facts  of  the  present  situation  at 
Burnt  Church,  it  is  apparent  that  the  Canadian  government  has  taken 
actions  in  support  of  the  economic  interest  of  white  fishermen  and  to 
defend  the  claim  of  its  own  authority  over  the  Mik'maq  nation.  These  do 
in  fact  constitute  genocide  in  its  meaning  in  international  law  - federal 
authorities  have  attempted  to  and  may  yet  kill  Mik'maq,  they  have  caused 
serious  bodily  and  mental  harm  to  Mik'maq,  and  they  are  imposing  a policy 
which  denies  the  right  of  self-determination  and  the  identity  of  the 
Mik'maq  people  and  whose  long-term  objective  is  the  destruction  of  the 
Mik'maq  nation. 

In  this  context,  it  would  seem  that  the  Mik'maq  are  entirely  justified 
in  defending  themselves  against  the  violent  attacks  by  white  fishermen, 
and  in  resisting  the  application  of  violent  force  against  them  in  support 
of  white  fishermen's  interests  by  the  Canadian  state.  For  all  the 
ignorant  talk  of  'one  law  for  all'  in  this  country,  people  seem  to  easily 
forget  that  Canadian  law  and  policy  operate  within  a larger  moral  and 
legal  universe,  and  that  the  rule  of  law  is  not  comprised  solely  in 
statutes  and  policy  statements  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  Canada  or  in 
the  political  decisions  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  not  at  all  in  public 
opinion.  There  are  higher  laws  that  must  be  respected,  and  enforced.  We 
all  have  a responsibility  to  those  higher  laws,  and  to  the  demands  moral 
and  international  laws  place  on  us,  including  the  responsibility  to  resist 
injustice  even  if  that  injustice  is  committed  under  the  cloak  and  mantle 
of  governmental  authority. 

There  is  a basic  and  essential  principle  in  British  common  law,  and  that 
is:  unlawful  actions  are  justified  by  the  extremity  of  the  situation.  The 
concept  is  an  ancient  one  in  the  British  tradition  and  has  been  reaffirmed 
many  times  over  in  various  courts  to  vindicate  people  who  have  stood 
against  unjust  laws  and  evil  intent  by  rulers  - the  main  idea  is  that  one 
should  not  be  punished  when  the  act  of  breaking  a law  prevents  more  evil 
than  it  has  caused.  By  this  principle,  the  Mik'maq  and  their  supporters 
are  perfectly  justified  in  resisting  Canadian  authority  in  this  case 
because  they  have  set  as  their  objective  the  simple  exercise  of  their 
treaty  rights  and  in  their  actions  seek  only  to  prevent  illegal 
interference  from  white  fishermen  and  to  stop  Canadian  authorities  from 
imposing  an  unjust  rule  upon  them. 

There  is  no  aggression  on  the  Mik'maq  part,  and  their  actions  to  this 
point  have  been  restrained  and  have  met  even  the  standard  justifications 
of  resistance  in  the  British  common  law  tradition,  specifically: 
preventing  a crime  is  in  fact  a reasonable  defence  in  the  law; 
international  law  is  relevant  in  Canada;  genocide  is  a crime  in 
international  law,  and  as  well  the  actions  of  both  the  white  fisherman  and 
federal  authorities  are  illegal  in  Canada;  these  crimes  have  obviously 
been  perpetrated  and  their  continuation  is  clearly  imminent;  the  Mik'maq 's 
actions  are  intended  practically  to  prevent  the  commission  of  these 
crimes;  the  Mik'maq  actions  are  reasonable  under  the  circumstances,  as 
they  have  considered  and  exhausted  alternative  courses  of  action  to 
effectively  prevent  the  crimes. 

It  should  hold  that  if  the  international  and  domestic  law  punishes  those 
who  commit  crimes,  then  it  clearly  authorizes  individuals  to  prevent  those 
crimes.  Thus,  the  justification  for  Mik'maq  resistance  at  Burnt  Church  is 
clear.  In  regards  to  the  federal  government:  Canada  actively  promotes  a 
general  policy  of  genocide  and  disregards  its  own  constitutional  law;  both 
genocide  and  the  current  policy  are  illegal;  Canada  is  committing 
genocide;  and,  actions  taken  to  stop  Canada's  further  commission  of  the 
crime  are  justified  and  legal  under  international  law.  In  regards  to  the 
organized  racists:  white  fishermen  are  collectively  acting  in  an 
aggressive  and  violent  manner  toward  Mik'maq  fishermen,  having  on  numerous 
occasions  broken  the  peace,  explicitly  threatened  the  Mik'maq 's  life  and 


property,  and  interfered  with  the  Mik'maq's  right  to  earn  a livelihood. 

The  white  fishermen's  actions  are  illegal  and  life-threatening,  and 
actions  taken  by  the  Mik'maq  to  protect  their  lives  and  property  and  to 
prevent  the  white  fishermen's  commission  of  further  crimes  are  certainly 
justified . 

Whatever  happens  at  Burnt  Church,  let  us  not  waver  from  the 
understanding  that  the  Mik'maq  are  the  righteousness  people  in  this 
conflict,  and  that  they  are  being  persecuted  for  simply  living  as  Mik'maq 
in  accordance  with  their  traditions,  rights  and  under  the  provisions  of  a 
treaty  with  the  Crown.  We  should  all  stand  strongly  beside  them  as  they 
defend  themselves  against  aggression,  and  it  should  make  no  difference 
whether  the  perpetrators  are  local  fishermen,  police  officers  or  high 
officials  of  the  federal  government.  Right  is  right,  and  sometimes  the 
law  is  an  ass.  The  Mik'maq  are  standing  for  justice  and  the  rule  of  law, 
for  trust  among  people  and  for  the  honour  of  sacred  promises.  No  treaty, 
no  relationship,  indeed,  no  country  can  survive  long  in  the  want  of  these 
things.  Put  in  perspective,  there  could  not  be  a direr  situation  than  the 
one  we  are  facing  collectively  in  Burnt  Church  - Canada's  denial  of  the 
existence  of  treaties  and  of  Indigenous  nations,  and  its  attempted 
rationalization  of  genocide  against  Indigenous  peoples.  In  the  face  of 
such  extremity,  Mik'maq  action  which  on  the  face  of  it  may  be  unlawful  is 
not  wrong  at  all,  but  quite  the  opposite. 
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Potawatomi  give  chairwoman  until  Oct.  7 to  leave  office 
The  Associated  Press 
September  29,  2000 

The  Prairie  Band  Potawatomi  Tribal  Council  has  told  Tribal  Chairwoman 
Mamie  Rupnicki  to  resign  or  she  will  be  fired. 

The  council  adopted  a resolution  Wednesday  saying  it  will  meet  to  remove 
Rupnicki  from  office  if  she  doesn't  resign  by  Oct.  7.  The  tribal  council 
would  formally  strip  Rupnicki  of  her  title  during  a general  council 
meeting  that  would  be  open  to  the  entire  tribe. 

The  resolution  alleges  that  Rupnicki  has  repeatedly  abused  her  authority, 
made  unauthorized  use  of  her  travel  privileges,  blocked  the  constitutional 
recall  process  through  a "frivolous"  lawsuit  and  engaged  in  questionable 
negotiations  with  Hamah's,  which  operates  the  tribe's  casino. 

Rupnicki  also  is  accused  of  using  her  position  to  benefit  her  family, 
having  a conflict  of  interest  because  of  her  appointment  as  president  of 
the  Haskell  Board  of  Regents,  misusing  a tribal  credit  card  and  showing 
disrespect  for  tribal  members. 

Tribal  members  earlier  collected  371  signatures  on  a petition  that  asked 
the  general  council  to  consider  Rupnicki's  recall.  That  meeting  was 
scheduled  earlier  this  month  but  was  blocked  when  a tribal  court  granted 
an  injunction  at  Rupnicki's  request. 

On  Sept.  9,  more  than  300  tribal  members,  including  Rupnicki,  attended  a 
meeting  on  the  situation.  At  that  meeting,  a majority  of  those  present 
approved  a no-confidence  vote  in  her  as  tribal  chairwoman. 

Rupnicki  has  declined  to  comment  on  the  recall  effort  since  it  began  in 
August . 
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Tribes  Seeking  Phone  Systems  as  Step  to  Web 
By  SIMON  ROMERO 

MESCALERO  APACHE  INDIAN  RESERVATION, N.M. 


- Along  a road  meandering  through  the  ponderosa  pines  that  blanket  the 
Sacramento  Mountains  sits  a modest  trailer.  Inside  is  a small  company  with 
big  ambitions:  Mescalero  Apache  Telecom  Inc. 

The  telephone  company  is  the  latest  effort  by  the  Mescalero  Apache 
Indian  tribe  to  promote  economic  development  on  its  reservation,  which 
already  contains  ski  slopes,  a gambling  casino,  elk-hunting  grounds,  a 
lumber  company  and  a resort  with  a golf  course.  Although  the  723-square- 
mile  territory  in  southern  New  Mexico  covers  an  area  more  than  twice  the 
size  of  New  York  City,  it  has  a population  of  less  than  4,000. 

Inside  the  trailer,  Godfrey  Enjady,  the  new  company's  general  manager, 
spoke  optimistically  about  Mescalero  Apache  Telecom's  plans.  He  means  not 
only  to  expand  basic  telephone  service  beyond  the  40  percent  of  the 
tribe's  households  with  phones,  but  to  ring  the  reservation  with  a fiber- 
optic network  and  introduce  high-speed  Internet  connections. 

"The  tribalization  of  telecommunications  goes  way  beyond  dealing 
blackjack  to  tourists  from  Texas,"  said  Mr.  Enjady,  38.  "This  is  about 
creating  the  infrastructure  to  attract  investment  in  the  same  way  an 
emerging  market  needs  to  lure  foreign  capital." 

By  forming  a tribally  owned  and  operated  telecommunications  company,  the 
Mescalero  Apaches,  who  count  the  legendary  warrior  Geronimo  among  their 
forebears,  are  not  alone.  A half-dozen  American  Indian-owned  telephone 
companies  are  now  in  operation  on  Indian  lands.  And  their  numbers  are 
expected  to  grow,  after  the  Federal  Communications  Commission's  recent 
decision  to  add  as  much  as  $35  million  to  the  $550  million  in  federal 
money  already  available  to  companies  that  expand  access  to  basic  phone 
service  on  Indian  reservations. 

For  all  the  talk  of  the  so-called  digital  divide  in  the  United  States, 
the  least  prosperous  parts  of  Indian  America  find  themselves  on  the  wrong 
side  of  a more  basic  chasm:  the  dial  tone  divide. 

Only  47  percent  of  the  nation's  720,000  Indian  households  have  plain  old 
telephone  service,  compared  with  a nationwide  rate  of  94  percent, 
according  to  the  F.C.C.  And  on  some  tribal  lands,  phone  service  is  even 
rarer.  On  the  Navajo  Reservation,  the  nation's  largest  Indian  territory, 
encompassing  parts  of  New  Mexico,  Arizona  and  Utah,  only  about  one  in  five 
households  have  telephones. 

Because  a phone  line  is  needed  for  Internet  access,  tribal  and  federal 
officials  see  the  wiring  of  reservations  as  a basic  step  to  bringing 
Indians  into  the  New  Economy. 

The  Indian  people  are  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  groups  that  are  most  at 
risk  of  being  left  out  of  the  emerging  dot-com  economy,"  said  William  E. 
Kennard,  the  chairman  of  the  F.C.C.  "When  a tribal  government  establishes 
its  own  telephone  company,  it  is  creating  an  economic  development 
nucleus . " 

Other  tribes  that  are  considering  forming  their  own  telephone  companies 
include  the  Navajo  Nation  and  the  Hopis  of  Arizona. 

Under  the  F.C.C.  plan,  which  will  take  effect  in  October, 
telecommunications  companies  that  provide  residential  long-distance 
service  throughout  the  country  will  be  required  to  pay  a small  percentage 
of  their  revenue  to  two  federal  programs  meant  to  reduce  the  costs  of 
providing  local  service  and  of  paying  the  monthly  bills  for  low-income 
residents  of  tribal  lands. 

Assuming  that  most  carriers  will  pass  this  charge  on  to  their  customers, 
the  average  impact  on  a monthly  $25  long-distance  bill  would  be  about  1 
cent.  The  increase  would  help  the  programs  to  make  it  possible  for  most 
phone  customers  on  Indian  reservations  to  get  basic  local  phone  service 
for  as  little  as  $1  a month,  according  to  the  F.C.C. 

The  high  cost  of  providing  phone  service  in  sparsely  populated  expanses 
has  long  worked  against  the  people  of  "Indian  Country,"  as  many  Indians 
refer  to  tribal  lands. 

Darrell  Gerlaugh,  for  instance,  felt  compelled  to  found  Gila  River 
Telecommunications  in  1988  in  Chandler,  Ariz.,  near  Phoenix,  after  his 
grandfather  fell  ill  and  his  uncle  had  to  hitchhike  to  the  nearest 
telephone  to  call  an  ambulance.  It  took  more  than  two  hours  for  paramedics 
to  arrive  - too  late  to  save  his  grandfather. 

"It  was  so  expensive  to  initiate  service  in  far-off  areas  that  the 


incumbent  company  ignored  us/'  said  Mr.  Gerlaugh,  a member  of  the  Gila 
River  Indian  tribe. 

When  Gila  River  Telecommunications  began  operation,  the  company's  cost 
for  installing  phone  service  was  as  much  as  $48,000  per  household,  and 
only  one  in  five  families  had  a phone.  Now,  with  the  basic  network  in 
place  - thanks,  in  part,  to  federal  subsidies  - the  cost  of  connecting 
each  additional  household  is  minimal.  Nearly  half  the  households  in  Gila 
River's  region  now  have  telephones,  according  to  Belinda  Nelson,  the 
company's  general  manager.  The  percentage  is  expected  to  increase  as  the 
additional  federal  subsidies  kick  in. 

Mr.  Gerlaugh  is  president  of  the  National  Tribal  Telecommunications 
Alliance,  a group  formed  by  the  half-  dozen  tribally  controlled  telephone 
companies  in  existence.  Besides  Gila  River  and  Mescalero  Apache,  the 
alliance  includes  the  nation's  oldest  tribally  owned  telephone  company, 
the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Telephone  Authority,  established  in  1958  in  Eagle 
Butte,  S.D.  The  other  members  are  three  Arizona  companies:  the  Tohono 
O'odham  Utility  Authority,  San  Carlos  Telecommunications  and  Fort  Mojave 
Telecommunications . 

The  companies  are  structured  in  different  ways,  depending  on  the  needs 
of  each  tribe.  Mescalero  Apache  Telecom,  serving  a particularly 
entrepreneurial  community,  is  set  up  as  a wholly  commercial  enterprise. 

But  the  others  so  far  are  regulated  by  the  tribal  governments,  which  own 
and  operate  the  companies,  with  as  much  of  an  emphasis  on  providing  basic 
dial-tone  service  as  on  eking  out  profits.  These  companies,  in  particular, 
will  rely  on  the  new  form  of  federal  aid  to  help  support  their  operations. 

Indian  household  incomes  average  $30,784,  compared  with  more  than 
$40,000  for  white  households. 

Although  most  tribes  have  significant  say  over  what  happens  on  their 
lands,  the  tribal  companies  are  not  necessarily  exempt  from  competition. 
And  with  the  prospect  of  additional  federal  subsidies,  some  tribal  phone 
companies  are  bracing  for  new  competitors.  The  F.C.C.  has  not  yet 
determined  whether  the  new  subsidies  should  be  made  available  to  any 
company  - Indian  or  not  - that  can  demonstrate  its  intention  to  serve 
reservations . 

Already,  tensions  have  developed  between  some  executives  at  tribally 
controlled  phone  companies  and  potential  competitors.  One  visible  example 
involves  Western  Wireless,  of  Bellevue,  Wash.,  a commercial  company  that 
focuses  on  providing  wireless  communications  service  in  rural  areas 
neglected  by  larger  telecommunications  companies.  Western  Wireless  has 
aggressively  sought  to  receive  part  of  the  new  federal  funds. 

"They're  trying  to  get  their  foot  in  the  door  in  an  underhanded  way," 
said  I.  D.  William,  general  manager  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Telephone 
Authority.  "It's  not  a level  playing  field  because  Western  Wireless  has 
deeper  pockets  and  economies  of  scale  we  don't  have.  They're  just 
profiteers,  while  our  purpose  goes  beyond  that." 

But  Western  Wireless  said  it  should  not  be  prevented  from  trying  to 
provide  services  on  tribal  lands  simply  because  it  was  not  Indian-owned. 
The  company  said  it  was  working  with  tribes  to  arrive  at  the  best 
structures  for  their  needs.  It  cited  a recent  agreement  with  the  Oglala 
Sioux  Tribe  in  Pine  Ridge,  S.D.,  in  which  Western  Wireless  would 
eventually  turn  over  control  of  the  operations  on  tribal  lands  if  the 
tribe  deemed  that  necessary.  Western  Wireless  apparently  sees  this 
concession  as  a bargaining  tool  that  will  help  it  to  pursue  similar 
agreements  with  other  tribes. 

"The  tribes  who  work  with  us  don't  have  anything  to  worry  about,  because 
we'll  turn  over  control  of  the  operations  if  that's  an  option  they  want," 
said  Charles  Blackwell,  a lawyer  and  a member  of  the  Chickasaw  and  Picuris 
tribes,  who  is  an  adviser  on  Indian  issues  for  Western  Wireless. 

Fie  said,  though,  that  Western  Wireless  hopes  the  concession  will  serve 
primarily  as  a symbol  of  good  faith.  "There  are  82  tribes  in  our  coverage 
area,"  Mr.  Blackwell  said.  "If  some  of  those  don't  want  their  own  phone 
company,  but  want  service  from  us,  isn't  that  fair?" 

The  F.C.C.  appears  to  think  so,  although  it  has  not  reached  a definitive 
stance  on  whether  to  make  Western  Wireless  and  other  nontribal  phone 
companies  eligible  for  federal  money.  "Competition  is  good  for  consumers. 


whether  they  are  in  New  York  or  the  Navajo  Nation/'  said  Mr.  Kennard,  the 
F.C.C.  chairman. 

While  these  issues  are  being  resolved,  the  restless  energy  at  the 
tribally  owned  companies  seeking  to  increase  access  to  telecommunications 
among  their  members  is  probably  best  witnessed  at  Mescalero  Apache  Telecom, 
which  is  run  by  Mr.  Enjady  and  a work  force  of  four. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  tribe  acquired  the  telecommunications  network, 
including  nearly  950  telephone  lines,  on  its  land  from  the  GTE  Corporation 
for  about  $10  million  after  a lengthy  dispute  with  the  company.  At  one 
point,  the  Mescalero  Apaches  threatened  to  condemn,  or  effectively 
nationalize,  GTE's  telephone  lines.  Like  other  tribes,  the  Mescalero 
Apaches  have  sovereign  rule  over  their  lands,  permitting  them  to  make  such 
a move. 

The  next  step  was  gaining  approval  to  function  as  a telecommunications 
company  from  New  Mexico's  Public  Regulation  Commission.  While  the 
Mescalero  Apaches  could  have  followed  the  example  of  some  other  tribally 
owned  telecommunications  companies  by  self -regulating  their  phone  company, 
doing  so  could  have  threatened  the  company's  eligibility  for  federal  money. 

For  the  road  ahead,  Mescalero  Apache  Telecom  is  mapping  out  a future 
that  it  hopes  will  allow  it  to  deliver  state-of-the-art  services  to  its 
clients,  who  include  the  3,600  people  on  the  reservation  and  people  who 
visit  the  tourism  complexes  at  the  Inn  of  the  Mountain  Gods  and  Casino 
Apache.  The  company  plans  investments  of  more  than  $10  million  over  the 
next  several  years,  said  Mr.  Enjady,  who  was  recruited  to  return  to  the 
reservation  and  run  the  company  after  he  worked  as  a technician  and 
manager  at  GTE. 

By  November,  the  company's  customers  should  receive  their  first  bills 
with  the  words  "Mescalero  Apache  Telecom"  on  them.  When  that  happens,  the 
company  will  find  itself  in  the  unusual  situation  of  forming  a small 
telecommunications  company  when  many  of  the  largest  companies  in  the 
industry  are  consolidating  and  creating  ever  larger  conglomerates.  So  how 
is  a tribally  controlled  company  expected  to  survive  in  an  age  of  rampant 
consolidation? 

"We'll  stay  lean  and  mean,  offering  services  that  are  in  demand  to  our 
people  but  weren't  available,"  Mr.  Enjady  said.  "I  wouldn't  be  surprised 
if  we're  the  ones  receiving  takeover  offers  in  a few  years." 

Copyright  c.  New  York  Times,  All  Rights  Reserved 

- "RE:  Crees  Assert  Right  to  Self-Government"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Sep  2000  19:38:49  EDT 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

To:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Subj : Crees  Assert  Right  to  Self-Government  on  Their  Traditional  Territory 
North  of  the  55th  Parallel:  Challenge  the  Legitimacy  and  Mandate  of 
the  Nunavik  Commission 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+>  [source:  NativeNews;  Mon,  25  Sep  2000 
From:  Don  <dbain@interchange . ubc . ca> 

Attention  News  Editors: 

Crees  Assert  Right  to  Self-Government  on  Their  Traditional  Territory 
North  of  the  55th  Parallel:  Challenge  the  Legitimacy  and  Mandate  of  the 
Nunavik  Commission 

MONTREAL,  Sept.  25  /CNW/  - The  Dames  Bay  Crees  publicly  state  that  a 
significant  portion  of  their  traditional  territory  overlaps  with  the 
traditional  territory  of  Inuit  in  Nunavik,  north  of  the  55th  parallel  in 
and  around  Quebec.  Therefore,  until  Cree/Inuit  rights  are  resolved  in 
overlapping  regions,  no  new  government  structure  (outside  of  any 
communities)  in  such  regions  can  be  established  without  Cree  consent. 

In  a joint  Brief  to  the  Nunavik  Commission  on  self-government, 
submitted  by  Grand  Chief  Dr.  Ted  Moses  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Crees 
(Eeyou  Istchee)  and  Chief  David  Masty  of  the  Whapmagoostui  Cree  First 
Nation,  it  is  declared  that  the  Crees  continue  to  possess 
self-government  and  other  rights  in  an  extensive  area  north  of  the  55th 


parallel.  Cree  traditional  territory  not  only  overlaps  with  the 
territory  of  Nunavik  in  northern  Quebec,  but  also  extends  into  the 
off-shore.  This  historical  and  constitutional  reality  must  be  fully 
recognized  and  respected  in  any  self-government  arrangements  being 
planned  for  Nunavik. 

The  Cree  leaders  wish  to  underline  that  the  Nunavik  Commission  does 
not  represent  the  lames  Bay  Cree  People  in  any  way  whatsoever  or  for  any 
purpose.  "We  did  not  participate  in,  or  endorse  in  any  way,  the  creation 
of  the  Commission.  Our  appearance  before  this  Commission  does  not 
constitute  a recognition  of  any  rights  or  jurisdiction  of  others  over 
the  lames  Bay  Cree  People  or  our  traditional  territory,  Eeyou  Istchee", 
declared  Grand  Chief  Ted  Moses. 

Furthermore,  the  mandate  and  process  of  the  Nunavik  Commission  is 
heavily  biased  against  the  lames  Bay  Cree  People  and  Cree  rights.  No 
Aboriginal  peoples,  other  than  Inuit,  were  accorded  any  role  in 
negotiating  the  mandate  or  process  of  the  Commission.  This  omission  is 
astounding,  since  consultations  are  to  be  undertaken  and  recommendations 
made  concerning  Cree  basic  rights. 

All  Commissioners  represent  parties  with  their  own  rights, 
jurisdiction  and  interests  in  Nunavik  to  protect.  Commission  members, 
appointed  solely  by  the  federal  and  Quebec  governments  and  the  Nunavik 
Party,  are  basically  mandated  to  recommend  self-government  arrangements 
in  those  parts  of  Nunavik  that  are  an  integral  part  of  Eeyou  Istchee. 
This  unfairness  directly  impacts  on  Cree  self-government  and  other 
rights . 

Critical  issues  affecting  self-government  in  Nunavik  were  never 
disclosed  or  explained  to  the  Inuit  communities  consulted  by  the 
Commission.  These  undisclosed  matters  include  Quebec's  pre-conditions  of 
subjugating  any  new  self-government  institution  to  the  "sovereignty  of 
the  National  Assembly",  as  well  as  requiring  respect  for  the 
"territorial  integrity  of  Quebec"  and  the  "effectivity"  or  "effective 
control"  of  the  Quebec  government.  In  this  context,  it  is  disturbing 
that  the  Commission  chose  not  to  engage  the  services  of  any  independent 
legal  counsel  during  the  community  consultation  process.  Instead,  the 
Commissioners  relied  upon  the  opinion  of  lawyer  and  Co-Chair  Andre 
Binette. 

Mr.  Binette  was  appointed  to  the  Commission  by  the  Quebec  government 
and  could  not  provide  impartial  legal  advice.  Yet  he  placed  himself  in  a 
position  of  serious  conflict  of  interest,  by  in  effect  acting  as  legal 
counsel  to  the  Commission  when  legal  questions  arose.  Cree  leaders 
state:  "...it  is  not  surprising  that  critical  issues  affecting 
Aboriginal  peoples  and  the  overall  matter  of  self-government  were  not 
properly  discussed  or  explained  on  an  objective  basis." 

Chief  David  Masty  and  Elder  Andrew  Kawapit  highlight  the  fact  that 
the  Inuit  and  Crees  of  the  communities  of  Whapmagoostui  and  Kuujjuarapik 
have  shared  diverse  resources  for  years  and  share  common  interests.  They 
question  how  can  the  Inuit  be  negotiating  self-government  with  Quebec 
respecting  areas  shared  by  both  peoples.  The  people  from  Whapmagoostui 
state  that  the  Crees  or  Eeyouch,  are  developing  their  own  statement  of 
self-government  called  the  "Declaration  of  Eeyou  Governance  Principles" 
that  will  be  the  basis  for  the  "Eeyou  Constitution". 

"The  lames  Bay  and  Northern  Quebec  Agreement  has  not  settled  the 
issue  of  our  inherent  right  to  self-government.  In  1975,  when  the  1BNQA 
was  negotiated,  both  Quebec  and  Canada  refused  to  discuss  or  negotiate 
self-government  arrangements  based  on  our  inherent  rights.  To  now  impose 
the  55th  parallel  as  a limit  to  our  right  of  self-government  would  cause 
a huge  injustice.  We  stand  as  one  people  in  defence  of  our  lands  and  in 
support  of  our  right  to  self  determination.  We  do  not  accept  the  Nunavik 
Commission  insofar  as  it  impacts  in  any  way  on  Cree  rights.  We  will  not 
support  or  recognize  its  recommendations."  Stated  Grand  Chief  Dr.  Moses. 

Grand  Chief  Ted  Moses  and  Chief  David  Masty  will  be  making  a joint 
presentation  on  these  crucial  issues  before  the  Nunavik  Commission  this 
evening  at  8 P.M.  at  the  Clarion  Hotel,  2100  de  Maisonneuve  W.  in 
Montreal . 
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For  further  information:  Grand  Chief  Ted  Moses,  (514)  861  5837;  Chief 
David  Masty,  Sr.,  (819)  979-3384;  Romeo  Saganash,  Director  of  Quebec 
Relations,  cellular  (418)  564-1598 
<+>=<+> 

KOLA  Information:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/index.htm 

KOLA  Petitions:  http://kola-hq.hypermart.net 

KOLA  Greeting  Cards:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/cards.htm 

"RE : Coeur  d'Alenes  Burning  Mad  at  EPA"  

Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  10-02-2000 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Date:  Mon,  2 Oct  2000  08:20:03  -0500 

Tribe  is  burning  mad  at  EPA 

Coeur  d'Alenes  put  off  by  field  smoke  stance 

Winston  Ross 

c.  Spokesman-Review 

September  29,  2000 

Coeur  d'Alene  _ Coeur  d'Alene  Tribal  President  Ernie  Stensgar  is  fuming 
about  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency's  attempt  to  enter  this  region's 
debate  over  agricultural  field  burning. 

Stensgar  says  EPA  slighted  the  tribe  this  week  when  it  wasn't  notified 
of  a Wednesday  public  hearing  in  Spokane.  He  takes  exception  to  a strongly 
worded  letter  from  EPA  to  the  tribe  and  Idaho  regulators  --  and  the  fact 
the  media  saw  the  letter  before  the  tribe. 

"The  EPA  is  grandstanding,"  Stensgar  said  Thursday  morning.  "Work  with 
us  on  a government-to-government  basis.  That's  what  they  promised." 

By  Thursday  afternoon,  EPA's  special  assistant  to  the  administrator  on 
agricultural  issues  had  gotten  wind  of  the  tribe's  anger. 

But  he  was  nevertheless  surprised. 

"It's  unfortunate,"  the  EPA's  Lynn  McKee  said  regarding  the  timing  of 
the  letter.  "That  certainly  was  not  the  intent.  We  always  feel  it's 
definitely  a courtesy,  even  if  people  know  the  letter  is  coming,  to  see  it 
and  look  at  it  before  they  get  a call  from  the  media." 

As  for  the  letter's  tone,  for  years,  the  tribe  has  seriously  discussed 
the  field  burning  issue,  Stensgar  said.  On  their  own,  tribal  council 
members  decided  in  1996  to  phase  out  field  burning  over  a 10-year  period. 

When  Marsha  Mason  died  on  the  Rathdrum  Prairie  two  weeks  ago,  and  the 
Kootenai  County  coroner  later  ruled  that  smoke  from  field  burning  was  a 
factor,  the  tribe  responded.  Stensgar  contacted  the  health  clinic  and 
asked 

for  statistics  on  how  many  people  are  treated  for  injuries  related  to 
field  burning. 

The  tribe's  rules  about  field  burning  are  stringent,  Stensgar  said. 

"They  don't  wait  until  the  weather  has  shifted  to  Coeur  d'Alene  and  say 
'Hey  guys,  light  it  up."' 

Despite  those  efforts,  the  tribe  gets  a bad  reputation,  Stensgar  said, 
for  permitting  field  burning  on  reservation  land. 

"We  get  a lot  of  blame  for  what's  happening  in  Rathdrum  and  Washington 
state,"  Stensgar  said.  "Every  time  the  burning  goes  up,  it's  'What  are 
those  Indians  doing  again?  What's  happening  on  the  reservation? ' 

"We  take  the  heat . " 

EPA  spokesman  Bill  Dunbar  said  the  agency  wasn't  trying  to  imply  that 
the  tribe  isn't  doing  its  job. 

"We  were  asking  for  information  in  light  of  a crisis,"  Dunbar  said. 

"When  someone  dies,  that's  a crisis.  We  need  to  get  to  bottom  of  it,  the 
state  needs  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it,  and  the  tribe  does,  too.  It's  a 
critically  important  issue. 

"We  can't  have  other  people  dying." 

The  tribe  recognizes  that  there  are  problems  with  field  burning, 

Stensgar  said:  "You  don't  have  to  be  a rocket  scientist  to  see  that." 

But  the  EPA  doesn't  have  any  place  to  storm  in  demanding  answers  when  it 
hasn't  been  helping  fix  the  problem,  Stensgar  said. 

On  top  of  that,  Stensgar  said  the  tribe  would  have  had  no  idea  about 


Wednesday's  hearing  in  Spokane  on  field  burning  if  he  hadn't  read  it  in 
the  newspaper. 

That,  and  the  inferences  that  the  tribe  isn't  doing  enough  to  deal  with 
field  burning,  is  an  insult,  he  said. 

"If  the  EPA  sets  up  a meeting,  we  should  be  notified,"  Stensgar  said. 

"We  should  have  been  able  to  voice  our  opinion.  Make  it  fair  for 
everyone. " 

The  hearing  was  public,  sponsored  by  EPA  headquarters,  not  the  regional 
office.  No  one  was  explicitly  invited,  Dunbar  said. 

But  McKee  said  EPA  officials  reminded  the  tribe  of  the  meeting  at  the 
recent  conference  of  the  Affiliated  Tribes  of  Northwest  Indians.  And  on 
Tuesday,  they  reminded  tribal  executive  director  Alfred  Nomee  that  the 
hearing  was  the  following  day. 

"RE : Abenaki  Band  Blockades  Monument  Road"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Oct  2000  18:44:10  -0600 

From:  Native  Forest  Network  <nfnena@sover . net> 

Subj : Abenaki  Band  Blockades  Monument  Road 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  FAR  AND  WIDE! 

CONTACT:  (802)  863-0571;  Native  Forest  Network's  Eastern  North  American 

Resource  Center;  Burlington,  Vermont. 

ABENAKI  BAND  BLOCKADES  MONUMENT  ROAD  IN  SWANTON,  VT: 

HELP  RESIST  DEVELOPERS'  DESTRUCTION  OF  THIS  ANCIENT  BURIAL  SITE! 
Comrades ! 

As  you  read  this  email  Abenakis  of  the  St.  Francis-Sokoki  band, 
the  indigenous  people  in  this  area  of  Vermont,  are  blockading  Monument  Road 
in  Swanton,  VT  in  resistance  to  construction  on  their  ancient  burial 
grounds.  Developers  are  attempting  to  construct  residential  housing  on  a 
parcel  of  land  containing  multiple  Abenaki  burial  sites.  30  sets  of 
Abenaki  remains  have  already  been  exhumed. 

The  Abenaki  people  need  your  support,  most  of  all  in  the  form  of 
financial  contributions  so  they  can  hire  adequate  legal  representation  for 
themselves.  Checks  can  be  made  payable  to  NFN-ENA,  with  the  memo  stating 
"Abenaki  Blockade."  Dedicated  individuals  are  also  needed  to  join  them  at 
the  blockade  ASAP!  If  you  would  like  to  join  the  band  in  defending  their 
ancestral  burial  grounds  from 

desecration,  call  the  contact  number  appearing  at  the  beginning  and  ending 
of  this  alert;  NFN-ENA  is  coordinating  support  for  the  blockade,  including 
transportation . 

If  you  are  unable  to  travel  to  Swanton  ASAP  to  join  the  blockade 
you  can  still  help  us.  The  Abenakis  need  food,  blankets,  cold  weather 
clothing,  stoves,  lights,  firewood,  cell  phones,  and  radios  --  as  well  as 
money.  If  you  can  donate  concrete,  rebar,  excavating  hand  tools,  PVC  pipe, 
chain,  etc.,  or 

have  access  to  junk  cars,  you  would  be  helping  a great  deal! 

loin  us  in  helping  defend  the  Abenaki's  traditional  burial  grounds 
in  Swanton  and  take  a stand  against  the  progress  of  Business-As-Usual . For 
more  information, 

CONTACT: 

Mike  Delaney,  Tribal  Dudge,  Mazipskwik 
4 Church  St.,  Apt.  #7 
Swanton,  VT  05488 

St.  Francis-Sokoki  Band  Office 
100  Grand  Ave. 

Swanton,  VT  05488 
(802)  868-2559; 

OR,  get  a hold  of  the  info  at  the  end  of  this  message. 

LATEST  UPDATE  ON  SWANTON  ABENAKI  BAND'S  BLOCKADE. 

The  excavating  for  a residential  foundation  has  been  stopped  by  the 


St.  Francis-Sokoki  band  of  the  Abenaki  Nation  of  Missisquoi,  and  now  the 
State  of  Vermont.  The  State  has  purchased  the  proposed  site  for  a house 
from  its  previous  owners  for  $60,000.00. 

The  excavation  was  stopped  this  past  Monday  by  members  of  the  St. 
Francis-Sokoki  Abenaki  band  in  Swanton,  VT,  where  the  band  blockaded 
Monument  Rd.,  the  access  road  to  the  site.  The  foundation  is  the  site  of 
an  ancient  Abenaki  burial  ground,  where  remains  have  been  dated  as  far 
back  as  the  1400s  by  UVM  anthropology  professor  Deborah  Bloom  and  State 
Archeologist  Scott  Dylan.  The  bodies  of  30  ancestors  of  the  St. 
Francis-Sokoki  band  are  being  housed  at  the  Tribal  Council  office  at  100 
Grand  Ave.  in  Swanton,  VT.  There  are  more  remains  still  in  the 
construction  site.  The  Monument  Rd.  area  of  Swanton  has  yielded  100  sets 
of  Abenaki  Nation  remains  over  the  past  twenty  five  years-plus  previous  to 
this  past  week's  blockade. 

The  St.  Francis-Sokoki  band  is  demanding  that:  all  construction  at 
the  site  be  halted  permanently;  that  the  remains  of  their  peoples' 
ancestors  be  properly  reburied  with  ceremony;  that  no  further 
construction  occurs  on  or  beside  Monument  Rd;  and  that  those  deemed 
responsible  for  the  burial  grounds'  disturbance  be  charged  with  a Class  B 
Felony  for  grave  desecration.  Title  13,  Section  3764. 

The  State  of  Vermont's  Commissioner  of  the  Flousing  and  Development 
Committee,  Greg  Brown,  has  visited  the  Monument  Rd.  blockade  with  several 
proposals  of  action  regarding  the  sacred  burial  ground  and  its  surrounding 
area.  They  are  grounded  in  area  home  owners  paying  between  $3-$5,000.00 
to  hire  an  archeologist  to  analyze  their  properties  for  artifacts  and 
remains  before  beginning  construction.  The  St.  Francis-Sokoi  band  has 
made  it  clear  that  this  proposal  is  unacceptable,  refering  instead  to 
their  above-stated  demands  that  absolutely  no  construction  occur  again  on 
Monument  Rd. 

For  those  interested  in  supporting  the  St.  Francis-Sokoki  band's 
defense  of  these  sacred  traditional  burial  grounds,  please  call  the 
Governor's  office  or  the  following: 

Emily  Wadhams,  State  Division  of  Flistoric  Preservation  § (802) 
828-3211; 

Greg  Brown,  Commissioner  of  Housing  and  Development  Committee  (S 
(802)  828-5216; 

--  St.  Francis-Sokoki  Band  Office  § (802)  868-2559. 

OR  SUPPORT  INFORMATION  CONTACT  THE  INFO.  AT  THE  END  OF  THIS  MESSAGE, 
ours  in  solidarity. 

Native  Forest  Network 

Eastern  North  American  Resource  Center 

PO  Box  57 

Burlington,  VT  05402 

(802)  863-0571  fax  (802)  864-8203 

www. nativeforest . org 

"RE : Police  Frustrated  by  Stolen-car  Dumping  on  Rez"  

Date:  Wed,  27  Sep  2000  23:37:05  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona. EDU> 
Subj : Police  frustrated  by  stolen-car  dumping  on  reservation  (Fwd) 
------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ news/ articles/0926autothefts-ON. html 

Police  frustrated  by  stolen-car  dumping  on  reservation 
Associated  Press 
Sept.  26,  2000  07:40 

GILA  RIVER  INDIAN  COMMUNITY  - While  tribal  police  recover  90 
to  150  stolen  cars  a month  on  the  reservation,  other  law 
enforcement  authorities  are  frustrated  by  inability  to  pursue 
the  thieves. 

On  Monday,  a chase  that  began  in  Casa  Grande  and  targeted  a 
car  stolen  in  Chandler  ended  when  the  driver  tried  to  plow 
through  a fence  into  this  Indian  community  just  south  of 
Phoenix. 


Others  apparently  have  been  more  successful  at  dumping  stolen 
cars  on  Indian  land. 

"They're  driving  onto  the  reservation  knowing  that  we  can't 
touch  them/'  said  Arizona  Department  of  Public  Safety 
spokesman  Andy  Vidaure. 

Non-tribal  police  have  to  be  certified  by  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  to  arrest  an  American  Indian  on  tribal  land. 

DPS  recently  took  the  issue  to  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office. 
Vidaure  said  his  agency  has  few  if  any  officers  certified  by 
the  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  is  in  the  process  of 
trying  to  get  tribal  certification. 

"We  run  into  situations  where  they  don't  stop  for  us,  they 
flee  from  us,  or  if  they  stop,  we  walk  up  to  the  door  and 
they  recognize  that  we  don't  have  any  authority,  so  they 
drive  away  from  us,"  he  said. 

Gila  River  Lt.  Greg  Barnargas  said  many  of  the  three  to  five 
cars  a day  recovered  on  the  reservation  were  stolen  in 
Chandler  because  of  the  proximity  to  the  reservation  and  are 
used  for  joy  riding. 

The  Arizona  Auto  Theft  Task  Force  keeps  track  only  of  stolen 
cars  recovered  by  DPS.  The  breakdown  of  recovered  cars  from 
January  to  August  is:  98  in  Mesa;  96  in  Tempe;  64  in 
Scottsdale;  25  in  Chandler;  and  589  in  Phoenix. 

Chandler  police  said  they  aren't  seeing  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  cars  stolen,  but  Gila  River  police  said  they  are 
seeing  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cars  recovered. 

"A  lot  of  the  kids  that  steal  the  cars  are  Indian  kids  that 
live  up  here,  and  they  go  off  the  reservation  to  steal  the 
cars  and  bring  them  back  here  and  it's  just  a case  of  joy 
riding,"  Barnargas  said. 

The  cars  usually  are  "pretty  well  trashed,"  Chandler  Sgt.  Ken 
Phillips  said,  "because  they  get  driven  through  the  desert, 
then  they  drive  them  until  they  can't  drive  them  any  longer. 
They  drive  them  over  rocks  and  cactus  and  trees  and  they're 
all  scratched  up. 

"If  you're  on  the  border  between  two  countries  and  somebody 
comes  into  your  country  and  commits  a crime,  then  runs  back 
and  you  can't  go  get  them,  then  it's  frustrating,"  Phillips 
added . 

Ten  or  15  years  ago,  car  thieves  from  the  reservation  mostly 
were  stealing  cars  to  strip  them  and  sell  the  parts, 

Barnargas  said.  He  said  now,  most  are  members  of  gangs  - many 
of  which  exist  solely  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  cars. 

At  more  than  80  miles  long  and  40  miles  wide,  "it's  a very 
large  reservation  and  a wide-open  area  that  gives  a lot  of 
opportunity  to  these  car  thieves  to  come  out  and  hide  them 
out  in  the  desert,"  Barnargas  said. 

The  two  tribal  members  arrested  Monday  morning  for  stealing 
the  Chandler  car  were  charged  with  possession  of  a stolen  car 
- a misdemeanor. 

Barnargas  acknowledged  that  a tribal  charge  may  be  minor, 
compared  with  charges  under  outside  laws. 

"We  urge  the  outside  jurisdiction  to  come  in  immediately  and 
do  something  with  them,"  Barnargas  said. 

However,  DPS  doesn't  track  stolen  cars  on  American  Indian 
land  any  longer. 

"We're  not  even  going  out  there  and  looking  for  them  because 
it  would  be  like  us  going  to  Mexico  looking  for  the  cars," 
Vidaure  said.  "If  we  detected  a stolen  vehicle,  we  can't  even 
call  for  a tow  truck  because  we  have  no  authority,  so  we'd 
have  to  call  the  tribal  police  for  them  to  carry  out  that 
action . " 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Tribe's  opposition  delays  trial  in  Indian  boys'  deaths 
The  Associated  Press 
September  27,  2000 

MIAMI  - Miccosukee  Indian  tribal  leaders  have  filed  a federal  lawsuit  to 
keep  U.S.  marshals  off  their  land  and  prevent  them  from  serving  subpoenas 
in  the  case  of  a man  accused  of  drowning  his  sons. 

If  the  tribe  succeeds  in  keeping  state  investigators  off  their  land,  the 
first-degree  murder  trial  against  Kirk  Douglas  Billie,  scheduled  for  next 
month,  probably  will  fall  apart.  State  prosecutors  wouldn't  be  able  to 
subpoena  and  question  any  witnesses. 

Billie,  31,  was  charged  with  drowning  his  two  boys  in  1997  to  spite 
their  mother,  his  former  girlfriend,  Sheila  Tiger.  Fie  allegedly  drove 
Tiger's  pickup  truck  into  the  Tamiami  Canal  on  state  conservation  land 
while  Kurt  Billie,  5,  and  Keith  Billie,  3,  slept  in  the  back  seat.  Billie 
said  he  didn't  know  the  boys  were  in  the  truck,  but  police  said  he  did. 

Three  weeks  after  the  deaths,  tribal  elders  shook  hands  and  "put  the 
matter  behind  them,"  Miccosukee  Chairman  Billy  Cypress  stated  in  court 
papers.  Fie  denounced  what  he  called  "white  man's  justice"  and  said  tribal 
elders  have  forgiven  Billie. 

The  Miccosukees  and  their  lawyers  call  the  case  a "tragic  accident"  and 
argue  in  a suit  filed  Sept.  14  that  they  are  a sovereign  nation  and  never 
have  to  respond  to  state  governments  or  courts. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  Paul  Huck  has  heard  the  arguments  and  wants  tribe 
lawyers,  state  prosecutors  and  the  federal  government  to  try  to  work  out  a 
solution.  Otherwise,  Fluck  will  decide  whether  the  tribe's  sovereignty 
outweighs  what  prosecutors  contend  is  a need  to  put  a killer  in  jail. 

"RE : Eddie  Flatcher's  Statement"  

Date:  Sun,  1 Oct  2000  15:28:11  -0700 
From:  Thelma  Clark  <thatcher2@email . msn . com> 

Subj:  Eddie  Flatcher's  statement 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

On  May, 2000  Chief  Dustice  Henry  Frye  of  the  NC  Supreme  Court  assigned 
a special  judge  to  my  case.  For  the  four  (4)  months  following  this 
appointment  no  one  knew  the  status  of  my  case  as  Dudge  Martin  held  no 
hearings.  On  September  18,2000  Dudge  Derry  Cash  Martin  held  a motion 
hearing.  At  this  hearing,  Dudge  Martin  denied  eleven  (11)  out  of  fifteen 
(15)  motions. 

First,  almost  always,  the  witnesses  in  a trial  are  kept  sequestered,  so 
as  the  testimony  of  one  witness  will  not  influence  the  testimony  of 
another  witness,  however  this  motion  was  denied,  every  important  motion 
was  denied. 

Also  at  this  hearing,  Dudge  Martin  set  a trial  date  of  October  23,  2000 
on  the  assault  charge.  In  the  murder  case,  he  set  a Danuary  8,  2001  trial 
date . 

The  courts  have  held  and  it  is  common  practice  that  a defendant,  even  an 
indigent  defendant  is  entitled  to  expert  witnesses,  yet,  this  request  was 
denied  by  Dudge  Martin.  As  well,  additional  monies  for  the  private 
investigator  were  also  denied,  basically,  Dudge  Martin  made  every  attempt 
to  force  me  to  trial  while  providing  me  with  nothing  to  mount  a defense, 
while  District  Attorney  Dohnson  Britt  sat  in  the  courtroom  flanked  by  at 
least  six  (6)  SBI  Agents,  I'm  being  forced  to  go  to  trial  without  even  the 
basic  necessities. 

The  Chief  Dustice,  Henry  Frye,  is  well  aware  that  this  Dudge  is  biased 
and  prejudiced  against  me.  yet  he  refuses  to  intervene.  While  the  SBI  and 
Dohnson  Britt  work  to  manufacture  and  construct  evidence  I sit  with 


absolutely  nothing  to  counter  their  illegal  activity. 

Eddie  Hatcher 

September  28,  2000 

Please  call,  fax  or  write; 

Chief  Justice  Henry  Fry,  NC  Supreme  Court 
P.0.  Box  2170 
Raleigh,  NC  27602 
Telephone:  919-733-3717 
FAX:  919-733-0105 

ENOUGH  IS  ENOUGH  JUSTICE  MUST  PREVAIL 


To  subscribe  to  the  "Paths-L"  mailing  list 

send  a message  to  Majordomo@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

In  the  body  of  the  message  type:  subscribe  paths-1 

"RE:  Native  Prisoner"  


Date:  Mon,  2 October  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44  <-- 

Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Scott,  Brett  Kevin 

#184-464 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  3/19/58 
Ancestry:  Apache 

Slay,  Mike  L. 

#318-994 
PO  Box  740 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  5/8/73 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


send  Leonard  a card. 


Sequoyah,  NI 
# H27800 

San  Quentin  State  Prison 
San  Quentin,  CA  94974 
DOB:  1/03/52 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Shankes,  Marshall  Allen 

#275-553 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140 

Date  of  Birth:  11/11/58 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 


From:  LJCleo 

I'm  asking  if  you  could  please  add  these  two  men  to  the  penpal  list. 
Thank  you  so  much. 


Jimmie  Hicks  #246877 
Moberly  Com.  Center  3C-832 
P.O.  Box  7 

Moberly  MO  65270 
Once  again.  Thank  you. 

Both  are  Cherokee. 


Michael  Hewitt  #515523 
Moberly  Corr.  Center  3C-83 
P.O.  Box  7 

Moberly  MO  65270 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 


http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 
Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 
Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 
communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 
incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 
and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640419,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Sep  2000  19:04:47  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - September  14,  1900 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  RED  MAN  AND  HELPER. 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY  BY  APPRENTICES  AT  THE  INDIAN  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL, 
CARLISLE,  PA. 


RED  MAN,  VOL.  XVI.  No.  13./  FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  14,  1900  / CONSOLIDATED 
RED  MAN  & HELPER  VOL.  1,  NO.  10 


HUNT  FOR  THE  SOUTH  SIDE! 


There  are  people  like  Zitkala  Sa,  in  her  Atlantic  Monthly  articles  a 
few  months  ago,  who  always  insist  upon  sitting  on  the  cold  side  of  a 
hill.  They  have  all  sorts  of  experiences  in  life,  happy  as  well  as 
dull,  but  the  rememberance  of  gloomy  scenes  and  the  dark  pictures  in 
life  is  alone  retained. 

Those  who  make  light  of  small  trials  and  push  them  aside  that  sunshine 
and  cheer  may  enter  are  the  people  who  make  the  world  worth  living  in. 

There  is  enough  gloom  in  life  as  we  go  along  from  day  to  day,  without 
treasuring  up  disagreeable  experiences  of  the  past. 

The  following  from  Forward  has  a lesson  in  it  for  us  all: 

"May  I come  in,  dear?"  called  the  girl's  bright  voice. 

"Pull  the  bobbin  and  the  latch  will  fly  up,"  was  the  merry  answer. 

The  girl  pushed  open  the  door  and  ran  across  the  room  to  the  bed. 

Nobody  could  have  guessed  the  pain  and  the  wearisome  plaster  cast  from 


the  cheery  voice;  still  less  could  one  have  guessed  that  the  need  to 
earn  made  the  weeks  of  pain  still  harder  to  bear. 

These  things  the  woman  lying  there  told  to  her  God,  never  to  her 
guests . 

"The  very  last/'  she  declared.  "I  hunted  and  hunted!" 

"Are  you  sure?"  her  friend  asked  quickly.  "I've  always  found  them 
later  than  this  every  year.  Did  you  go  over  to  the  south  side  of  the 
hill?" 

"No,"  the  girl  confessed  laughingly,  "I  believe  that  I looked  on  every 
side  but  that.  I'll  go  straight  back  and  hunt  again." 

Twenty  minutes  later  she  returned  laden  with  autumn  bloom. 

"You  were  right,"  she  said.  "I  had  no  idea  that  the  south  side  made 
such  a difference.  The  slope  was  half  covered  with  the  most  beautiful 
blossoms,  so  big  and  deep  colored.  I'm  going  to  put  them  in  the  pitcher 
beside  you,  so  that  you  can  reach  your  hands  down  deep  into  autumn  and 
pretend  you're  picking  them  yourself." 

"Then,"  her  friend  returned,  "I  should  have  to  give  up  the  memory  of 
somebody  who  picked  them  for  me." 

The  girl  stopped  her  pretty  work. 

"Now  I understand  the  difference,"  she  said  slowly.  "You  insist  that 
you  are  living  on  the  south  side  of  life,  and  that  you  are  getting  every 
bit  of  sunshine  there  is,  while  most  of  us  deliberately  go  and  sit  on 
the  north  side,  and  grumble  because  it  is  cold.  Never  mind,  I've  caught 
your  secret  now,  and  I'm  going  to  sit  in  the  sun.  Then  maybe  I'll 
blossom. " 

The  white  face  in  the  bed  smiled. 

"And  the  best  of  it  all  is  that  there  always  is  a south  side,"  she 
answered,"  the  sun's  side,  and  God's." 
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THE  REDMAN  AND  HELPER 


PUBLISHED  WEEKLY  IN  THE 

INTEREST  OF  THE  RISING  INDIAN. 


The  Mechanical  Work  on  this  Paper  is 
Done  by  Indian  Apprentices. 


TERMS:  TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS  A YEAR. 
IN  ADVANCE. 


Address  all  Business  Correspondence: 
Miss  M.  Burgess,  Supt.  of  Printing, 
Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  Post  Office  at  Carlisle,  Pa,  as 
Second-class  matter. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  this  paper  from  the 
Post  Office,  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has. 


How  do  you  like  to  be  measured?  By  what  you  are,  or  by  what  your 
ancestors  were?  Do  you  prefer  to  be  set  apart  because  of  your  personal 
peculiarities?  or  welcomed  in  the  name  of  your  common  humanity?  Then  do 
to  the  Indian  as  you  would  be  done  by! 


Agent  Mayhugh,  of  the  Shoshone  Agency,  Nevada,  makes  a few  pertinent 
remarks  upon  the  transfer  system  in  the  Indian  service.  He  says: 

An  undesirable  person  who  has  caused  trouble  at  one  Agency  should  not 
be  transferred  to  another.  A disturber  at  one  place  will  be  a source  of 
disturbance  at  the  next. 


There  are  persons  who  are  able  to  persuade  themselves  that  a highly 


educated  Indian  must  be  miserable,  becasue,  as  they  suppose,  he  can  not 
associate  freely  either  with  his  own  people  or  with  the  whites.  If  he 
is  a broad-minded  man,  the  exact  contrary  is  true.  He  understands  the 
uneducated  Indians  better  than  a white  man  could,  and  possesses  more  of 
their  confidence;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  welcomed  to  the 
society  of  all  people  worth  knowing  and  keenly  enjoys  the  privilege. 

A little  education  often  makes  a man  narrow  and  self-centered;  but 
wide  and  deep  culture  puts  one  into  sympathetic  relations  with  the 
humanity  of  all  the  ages  - with  prince  and  beggar,  seer  and  child.  To 
your  true  cosmopolitan  the  color  of  a man's  skin  is  a matter  of  the  most 
perfect  indifference. 


A Fallen  Leader 

Agent  Anderson  of  the  Colville  agency  in  Washington  does  not  hold  a 
high  opinion  of  the  famous  Chief  Joseph  of  the  Nez  Perces,  of  whom  he 
says  that  "it  is  difficult  to  instill  into  his  mind  the  fundamental 
principles  of  civilization.  Chief  Joseph  may  be  applauded  for  his  acts 
of  bravery  and  the  sacrifices  he  made  for  what  he  considered  his 
birthright.  He  led  his  warriors  forth  to  battle  as  did  the  ancient 
Hannibal;  he  fought,  bled,  and  finally  surrendered  with  all  the  honors 
of  war  and  became  a vanquished  hero. 

"All  these  acts  appear  very  flattering  on  the  pages  of  history;  but  to 
know  a man  thoroughly  is  to  see  him  daily  in  the  different  walks  of 
life. 

"Joseph  may  have  been  a success  as  a military  commander,  but  as  a 
progressive,  public-spirited  Indian  he  is  a sad  failure.  He  is  hostile 
to  civilization,  and  he  and  his  handful  of  warriors  are  the  most 
backward  of  all  the  tribes  on  the  Colville  reservation;  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  the  Government  has  supplied  them  so  lavishly 
with  rations,  clothing  and  implements  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  their 
condition  should  be  very  different." 

Now,  frankly,  what  else  could  be  expected?  Joseph  was  an  Indian  of 
exceptional  intellect  and  force  - a natural  leader.  He  fought  for  his 
personal  freedom  and  the  freedom  of  his  people.  They  were  conquered  and 
practically  enslaved.  They  were  forced  into  a life  of  indolence  and 
helplessness;  confined  within  narrow  limits  and  fed  and  clothed  by  a 
paternal  Government.  The  once  great  warrior  is  a humiliated  and 
broken-spirited  man.  Had  he  been  conquered,  made  to  see  the  only  future 
that  remained  to  his  people,  then  set  free  and  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  and  ingenuity,  that  rugged  strength  of  leadership  might  have 
been  saved  to  his  race  and  to  the  world. 


Football . 


Lebanon  Valley  College,  here. 

Dickinson  College,  here. 

Susquehanna  College,  here. 

Gettysburg  College,  here. 

University  of  Virginia,  at  Washington. 

University  of  Maryland,  at  Baltimore. 

Harvard,  at  Cambridge. 

Yale,  at  New  Haven. 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

Washington  and  Jefferson,  at  Pittsburg. 

Columbia  University,  at  New  York  City. 

About  forty  candidates  for  the  team  commenced  training  Sept.  3rd,  and 
owing  to  the  warm  weather  only  light  work  was  done,  such  as  falling  on 
the  ball,  tackling  the  dummy  and  practicing  starting.  As  there  are  only 
five  of  last  season's  regular  players  and  only  three  substitues  left  in 
school  from  last  year's  team,  it  can  easily  be  seen  that  most  of  the 
candidates  this  season  start  in  without  any  previous  football  experience 
whatever,  and  it  is  hard  to  tell  this  early  in  the  season  what  the 
result  will  be.  It  is  fortunate  that  most  of  the  heavy  men  of  last 
season's  team  remain  this  year,  because  the  new  material  is  very  light, 
and  the  chances  are  that  the  team  will  be  even  lighter  than  last  year. 


Sept . 

22 

" 

26 

" 

29 
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13 
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15 
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17 

" 

24 
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Behind  the  line,  Hudson,  Seneca,  Metoxen  and  Miller  - all  are  gone, 
and  these  are  the  positions  in  which  experience  counts  for  much. 

Roberts  and  Johnson,  who  were  good  substitutes  last  season,  will  help 
steady  the  new  players  back  of  the  line,  and  it  may  be  that  from  such 
men  as  Wilson  Charles,  James  Miller,  Frank  Yarlot,  Jesse  Palmer,  Kelley 
Lay,  Decora,  Cornelius  and  Howlingwolf  - two  or  three  halfbacks  may  be 
developed  who  will,  later  in  the  season  do  very  creditable  work.  It  can 
hardly  be  expected,  however,  that  new  players,  can  in  one  season,  equal 
such  players  as  Seneca,  Metoxen  and  Miller,  who  have  had  years  of 
experience. 

In  the  line,  the  team  looks  fairly  strong  and  it  may  be  that  enough 
good  players  can  be  develped  so  that  Hawley  Pierce  can  be  spared  from 
the  line  and  be  placed  at  fullback.  If  this  can  be  done  without 
weakening  the  line  too  much,  it  will  greatly  strengthen  the  back  field 
positions,  as  Pierce  is  a marvel  at  backing  up  the  line  on  defense. 

Of  the  new  men  for  the  line.  White  and  Dillon  are  doing  fairly  well  at 
the  guard  positions,  but  both  are  too  slow  yet  in  starting  with  the  ball 
and  they  are  not  aggressive  enough.  They  should  put  more  vim  and  dash 
into  their  play  if  they  want  to  get  a position  on  the  team.  Bowen  is 
also  playing  guard,  but  is  too  slow  and  has  the  same  faults  as  White  and 
Dillon . 

For  tackles,  the  new  men  are  Whipple,  Shelden  and  Walker,  and  so  far. 
Walker  is  doing  the  better  work.  It  may  be  that  when  the  other  two  have 
caught  onto  the  game  more,  they  will  be  good  players  as  both  seem  to  try 
to  do  their  best. 

Williams  and  John  Baine  played  on  last  season's  second  team,  and 
should  with  hard  work,  make  a good  showing  this  season. 

Ends  must  necessarily  be  experienced  players  and  sure  tacklers;  and 
although  Capt.  Rogers  will  fill  one  very  satisfactorily,  the  available 
candidates  for  the  other  end  and  for  substitutes,  are  rather  scarce. 
Nelso  Hare  was  substitute  for  Roger's  end  last  year,  and  did  good  work. 
For  the  present  he  will  be  placed  on  the  opposite  end  from  Rogers.  The 
place  will  be  new  to  him,  but  he  should  learn  to  play  it  in  good  shape. 

Beaver  who  played  fullback  on  the  second  team  last  year  and  made  a 
good  record  for  pluck  and  gameness,  is  trying  for  end,  and  with  his 
speed  and  defensive  qualities  should  develop  into  a good  man  for  an  end 
position . 

Charles  Bender  and  Johnson  Bradly  are  the  new  men  trying  for  ends,  and 
both  show  considerable  promise  of  becoming  valuable  in  time.  Showman 
also  is  playing  end,  and,  if  he  can  learn  to  tackle  more  surely,  may  do 
well  there. 

Lubo  is  opposing  Smith  in  center  and  is  doing  creditable  work,  but  he 
needs  more  practice  in  passing  the  ball  surely  and  steadily. 

Ruiz  and  Blackchief  do  very  well  as  quarterbacks,  but  their  great 
handicap  is  in  being  so  very  light  in  weight.  Ruiz,  for  a small  man, 
does  remarkably  well  and  will  be  of  much  help  in  the  practice. 

Newspapers  and  critics  for  the  past  few  years  have  always  talked  abou 
the  "Veteran  Indian  team"  whenever  Carlisle  did  well.  This  year  we  have 
lost  over  half  of  the  old  team,  and  if  we  can  only  sustain  the  record  we 
have  made  in  past  years,  Carlisle  will  deserve,  and  no  doubt  get  the 
credit  that  is  due. 

Every  player  trying  for  the  first  team  should  put  forth  every  effort 
to  do  his  very  best  and  should  conscientiously  carry  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Captain  and  Coach.  There  are  so  many  vacant  places 
on  the  team  that  competition  will  be  lively  and  those  desiring  to  get  a 
place  on  the  team  must  make  up  their  minds  to  work  very  hard. 
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The  Man-on-the-band-stand ' s Domain. 

Good-bye,  baseball. 

The  new  flag-pole  is  seasoning. 
Goldenrod  is  now  at  its  height. 

Isn't  the  moon  gorgeous,  these  nights? 


Vacation  emptied  many  a pocket  book. 

The  county  fair  is  in  a state  of  preparation. 

Miss  Barr  has  gone  to  New  York  State  for  pupils. 

September  opens  both  the  oyster  and  the  books. 

Myron  Moses  is  off  duty  on  account  of  indisposition. 

The  month  with  R has  arrived.  Please  pass  the  oysters! 

Where  did  Hall  No.  1 Teachers  Quarters,  get  that  hat? 

All  that  we  got  from  the  Galveston  storm  was  a bracing  wind. 

Some  folks  round  about  are  putting  up  fruit  for  us  to  put  down. 

All  classes  are  down  to  hard  work,  and  with  a business  like  air. 

The  big  barn  at  the  near  farm  looks  fine  in  a new  dress  of  paint. 

The  Band  is  making  a struggle  at  reorganization  without  a leader. 

Apples  will  be  scarce  in  the  Carlisle  market,  so  saith  the  marksters. 

Mrs.  Rumsport  gained  flesh  the  wrong  way  when  she  was  home  on  her 
vacation . 

Peachstones  for  jackstones  are  the  latest.  What  next  can't  the  small 
boy  think  of? 

Wednesday  morning's  breeze  made  us  think  of  Galveston,  and  wonder  what 
was  coming. 

Mrs.  Bannett  assures  her  friends  from  time  to  time  that  the  walking  to 
the  farm  is  quite  good. 

Peaches  are  plentiful.  Buy  peaches  instead  of  pies  and  cakes,  and 
your  health  will  be  better! 

The  boy  with  the  most  perfumery  scents  does  not  always  have  the  most 
cents  nor  the  most  sense. 

Edward  Rogers  has  returned  from  his  home  in  the  west  and  will  continue 
on  at  Dickinson  College. 

The  path  from  the  milk-house  on  the  hill  at  the  near  farm,  to  the 
spring  below  is  being  renovated. 

The  wind-storm  on  Wednesday  morning  broke  the  flag  from  the  staff 
rope,  causing  it  to  fly  out  to  an  almost  "unrescueable"  distance. 

You  cannot  get  a "holey"  dollar  off  onto  Cashier  Miller  and  there  is 
no  use  in  trying.  He  looks  well  after  the  interests  of  the  boys  and 
girls  in  their  money  matters. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Standing  have  gone  to  Atlantic  City  - that  city  of  16  to 
1 by  the  sea,  so  called  because  there  are  16  men  to  one  young  lady  there 
every  summer.  Mr.  lack  is  left  at  home  to  "batch  it"  alone. 

The  corn  soup  that  Mr.  Vander  Mey  was  making  for  the  students'  dinner 
Wednesday  was  fine.  The  reporter  was  invited  to  taste  and  it  was  so 
good  that  the  big  iron  spoon  went  down  into  the  huge  kettle  more  than 
once  when  the  cook  was  not  looking. 

The  rooms  at  the  north  west  corner  of  the  dining-hall  building  second 
floor,  vacated  by  the  Eastmans,  are  to  be  made  into  one  room  - the 
mending  room.  This  will  be  a great  improvement,  making  more  room  for 
the  army  of  sewing  girls  that  have  to  work  in  this  department  during 
term  time. 

Miss  Cochran,  whose  resignation  was  reported  last  week,  has  been  a 
teacher  at  Carlisle  for  the  past  nine  years.  Her  qualities  as  an 
instructor  as  well  the  culture  and  refinement  she  possesses  gave  to  her 
a prestige  and  a rank  that  challenged  the  highest  respect  and  admiration 
from  her  pupils  and  associates.  All  regret  her  departure,  but  that  she 
needs  a rest  all  agree,  and  heartily  wish  for  her  a speedy  regain  of 
health  and  vigor. 

Mrs.  Super  and  Mrs.  Long  of  Carlisle,  were  among  the  callers  on 
Tuesday  evening. 

105  girls  arrived  from  country  homes  yesterday.  Names  will  be  given 
next  week. 

Corn  cutting  at  the  near  farm  is  done,  and  the  silo  has  been  packed 
with  ensilage  for  the  cows. 

We  can  endure  the  heat  of  September  for  we  are  sure  it  will  not  have 
the  staying  qualities  of  August. 

A girl  may  be  both  pretty  and  ignorant,  but  how  charming  she  is  when 
ignorant  of  the  fact  that  she  is  pretty. 

Miss  McArthur,  of  the  Peris,  California  School,  comes  to  us  to  serve 
as  Assistant  Matron,  arriving  yesterday. 


Assistant-Superintendent  A.l.  Standing  returned  from  Iowa  on  Monday, 
where  he  went  to  see  his  sick  brother. 

Healey  Wolf  and  William  Mt.  Pleasant  have  entered  the  school  printing 
office  this  week,  and  will  be  acceptable  hands. 

Mrs.  Pratt  and  daughter.  Miss  Richenda,  drove  to  Dillsburg,  yesterday 
to  visit  Miss  Koch,  the  latter's  college  mate  at  Wilson. 

Mrs.  Dorsett  has  resigned  as  Manager  of  the  Girls'  Department,  to 
return  to  her  old  field  of  work  in  the  South.  Particulars  next  week. 

Annie  Minthorn  good  naturedly  says  she  had  a warm  reception  when  she 
came  in  from  the  country,  for  her  first  detail  was  to  the  laundry. 

The  political  pot  has  begun  to  boil  at  the  Carlisle  school.  A group 
of  boys  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  who  wended 
his  way  to  see  how  they  were  making  up  a team  for  football,  when,  lo  and 
behold,  they  were  discussing  politics  instead. 

History  Clubs,  Literary  Circles,  Debating  Societies  for  the  ensuing 
Societies  for  the  ensuing  year  are  in  the  air  and  provoking  discussion 
among  the  teachers  and  workers.  We  study  and  read  as  well  as  work  at 
Carlisle,  and  consequently  have  very  little  time  to  devote  to  gossip  and 
small  talk. 

A number  of  Harpers  and  Atlantics  have  just  been  bound  and  put  upon 
the  shelves,  going  a great  distance  toward  completing  our  files  of  these 
periodicals.  Who  has  some  more  to  send  in?  We  want  Centuries  from  '95 
to  1900,  badly,  the  later  Harper  and  Atantics. 

The  new  smoke  stack  looks  so  inviting  that  the  Man-on-the-band-stand 
is  contemplating  changing  his  abode  to  the  top  of  said  stack,  where  he 
would  get  so  much  wider  view.  How  would  "Man-on-the-smoke-stack" 
sound?  But  then,  he  may  see  enough  where  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  W.  Lewis  Haldy  is  the  new  assistant  disciplinarian,  in  Mr.  Brock's 
place.  Mr.  Haldy  was  a class  mate  of  Mr.  Brock  at  Dickinson,  graduating 
in  1900.  Mr.  Brock  will  return  to  Carlisle  from  his  home  at  Olean  N.Y., 
to  take  a post  graduate  course  in  the  Dickinson  Law  School. 

Samuel  Barker,  of  Co.  L.  United  States  Infantry,  Manila,  Philippine 
Islands,  sends  kindly  greetings  to  his  friends  through  Thomas  Mooney, 
and  money  to  have  some  books  sent  him.  Good  for  Samuel!  He  believes  in 
using  his  spare  minutes.  Says  he  has  lots  of  time  to  read  and  study. 

Teachers  are  giving  a resume  of  their  summer  experiences  at  the  weekly 
Teacher's  Meetings.  Miss  Bowersox  and  Miss  Cutter  summed  up  their 
doings  on  Tuesday  evening  in  a way  that  showed  a most  profitable 
season.  Miss  Bowersox  was  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  Mass.  Miss  Cutter  was 
at  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  L.I. 

The  steam-plant  men  are  on  the  jump  making  ready  the  huge  boilers  for 
the  first  cold  wave.  The  boiler-house  has  expanded  into  a immense 
apartment,  and  the  four  large  boilers  strike  one  with  awe  at  their  size 
and  almost  human  capabilities.  The  steam  plant  is  the  winter  heart  of 
our  institution,  and  as  the  boilers  throb  and  beat  they  send  out  through 
veins  and  arteries  the  fluid  that  warms,  cheers  and  keeps  us  alive. 

That  one  plant  is  study  enough  for  the  class  in  physics  for  months. 

The  football  boys  have  begun  on  their  special  diet,  the  tables  being 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  dining-hall.  Mrs.  Vander  Mey  cooks  their 
meals,  and  gives  to  the  food  and  tables  an  inviting  air. 

Miss  lackson,  for  several  years  principal  teacher  at  Metzger  College, 
Carlisle,  has  entered  upon  duty  with  us  as  Manager  of  the  Girls' 
Department.  We  are  sure  the  girls  will  recognize  in  Miss  lackson  a 
woman  of  superior  ability,  and  will  very  soon  learn  to  love  and  respect 
her  authority. 

One  of  the  patrons  of  the  school  writes  us  that  it  is  reported  that 
there  is  a ghost  in  the  girls'  quarters.  The  matron  in  charge  thinks  it 
must  be  true,  for  she  finds  aprons  upon  steam  pipes,  peach-stones  and 
various  other  things  where  they  should  not  be,  and  she  believes  the 
ghost  is  "Disorder." 

Miss  Williams  of  Williams  Grove,  Miss  Anna  M.  Conner,  of  the  City 
Hospital,  Harrisburg,  and  Miss  Ruth  Moser,  of  near  Williams  Grove,  who 
is  a student  at  Vassar  College  and  is  collecting  data  about  our  school 
and  the  Indians  for  use  in  her  college  work,  visited  the  school  on 
Wednesday. 


Miss  Eck  who  was  with  us  for  a month  has  gone  to  her  home  in 
Millville,  Pa.  On  discovery  that  the  work  for  which  she  thought  she  was 
engaging  was  not  what  she  expected,  she  resigned.  During  her  short  stay 
at  the  school  Miss  Eck  formed  the  friendship  of  many,  and  leaves 
Carlisle  feeling  kindly  toward  the  work  and  workers. 

Miss  Nettie  Fremont,  class  '95,  who  has  been  teaching  at  Crow  Creek, 
South  Dakota,  for  the  last  4 years,  is  with  us.  She  is  on  her  way  to 
Philadelphia,  where  she  expects  to  spend  the  winter  studying.  Miss 
Fremont  is  enjoying  her  visit  with  old  friends  at  the  school,  and  they 
in  return  are  more  than  pleased  that  she  concluded  to  give  us  some  of 
her  time. 

"Well,  what  are  you  doing  in  the  sewing  department?"  asked  the 
reporter  of  Mrs.  canfield.  "Oh,  the  usual  thing,"  she  replied 
nonchalantly.  "Shirts,  check  white  and  night."  But  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  saw  some  very  pretty  uniforms  for  the  girls  that 
must  occupy  some  of  their  time,  and  Mrs.  Lininger  was  fitting  when  the 
reporter  was  in.  The  sewing  room  is  a busy  department,  but  every  thing 
moves  alnog  smoothly  and  systematically  so  that  there  is  no  jar,  and  the 
amount  of  articles  made  and  repaired  weekly  is  prodigous. 

Miss  Burgess  saw  lackson  Brown  in  Columbia  County  last  Saturday 
evening.  He  says  he  has  a good  home  with  Mr.  George  Kitchen,  and  the 
latter  thinks  he  has  a good  boy  in  lackson.  He  will  go  to  the  graded 
school  of  Millville,  this  winter.  George  Robinson  also  called  upon  Miss 
Burgess  for  a few  moments.  He  was  on  his  way  to  his  farm  home  from  the 
mill  with  a big  load  of  bran  for  the  cattle.  He  says  he  will  be  back  to 
Carlisle  in  a few  days  and  that  he  has  had  a profitable  summer,  if  he 
has  had  to  work  pretty  hard.  He  is  not  sorry  that  he  went  out. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Eastman  and  their  children.  Misses  Dora,  Irene  and 
Virginia  and  Master  Charles  left  for  Crow  Creek,  South  Dakota  on 
Wednesday  morning.  Dr.  Eastman  being  transferred  and  promoted.  His 
position  here  was  Outing  Agent,  and  there  he  will  serve  as  Government 
Physician.  Elaine  Goodale  Eastman,  widely  known  as  a writer  and  poetess 
rendered  excellent  service  for  a part  of  their  sojourn  with  us  on  the 
editorial  staff  of  the  Red  Man.  She  will  continue  in  literary  work. 

They  go  among  the  Sioux  Indians  and  are  well  known  by  them.  Dr.  Eastman 
is  himself  a Sioux,  and  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  Government 
Physician  at  Pine  Ridge  Agency,  South  Dakota,  afterwards  at  St.  Paul,  in 
private  practice.  Mrs.  Eastman  was  the  first  Supervisor  of  Schools  of 
the  Dakotas,  several  years  ago.  They  will  be  missed  at  Carlisle,  but 
none  more  than  little  Virginia,  known  among  us  as  "Gingin"  and  her  baby 
brother  Charles  whose  Indian  name  is  Ohiyesa.  He  was  petted  by  all  and 
is  a charming  boy  of  nearly  three.  We  shall  expect  to  hear  from  them 
from  time  to  time  in  the  way  of  interesting  items  for  our  readers. 

Kitty  Silverheels  has  arrived  at  her  post  of  duty  at  Leech  Lake, 

Minn.  At  the  time  she  wrote  to  Mrs.  Cook  the  school  had  not  opened. 

She  is  becoming  acquainted  with  the  people,  has  gone  to  church  where 
only  Indian  was  preached,  and  has  tried  the  wild  rice  which  she  says  is 
very  good.  The  school  is  but  a few  hundred  feet  from  the  lake,  and  she 
has  had  several  rides  on  the  Government  steamer  and  in  a row-boat. 


The  New  lanitor. 

George  Hogan  has  taken  up  the  lanitorship  mantle  in  the  school 
building  this  fall.  This  is  a very  responsible  position,  and  we  trust 
he  will  fill  it  with  the  care,  faithfulness  and  tact,  displayed  by  lohn 
M.  Miller  who  held  the  position  for  two  years. 

lohn  has  secured  a place  at  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School  where  he  will 
continue  his  education  by  his  own  effort,  rather  than  at  the  expense  of 
the  government.  The  teachers  will  remember  him  always  for  his  faithful 
service,  his  kindly  and  courteous  help.  He  never  neglected  his  duty. 

He  always  handled  his  brigade  of  room  boys  with  the  fact  and  care, 
teaching  them  to  do  their  duty  well.  He  used  his  spare  moments  for  his 
advancement  in  his  studies.  He  never  "forgot,"  he  never  "neglected." 


Student  Changes. 

This  week  the  following  changes  were  made  among  the  students. 


SENT  TO  COUNTRY  HOMES:  Frank  Keiser,  to  State  Normal  School,  at 
Indiana,  this  State;  Celinda  King. 

RETURNED  FROM  COUNTRY  HOMES:  Martin  Wheelock  (out  for  a vacation,) 
Alberta  Gansworth,  Willard  Gansworth,  (spent  the  summer  at  their  home  in 
New  York  State,)  Thadeus  Redwater,  Josephine  Jannies,  Josie  Morrell, 
Minnie  Kane. 

ADMITTED  TO  THE  SCHOOL:  Kelley  Lay,  from  New  York;  Francis  Fremont, 
Margaret  Fremont  from  Nebraska;  Reuben  Doxtator,  Fred  Cornelius, 
Sylvester  0.  Cornelius,  Hyson  Hill,  John  Washburn,  Thomas  Cornelius, 

Fred  Doxtator,  Alpheus  Powlas,  Ophelia  Webster,  Melissa  Cornelius, 

Martha  Hill,  all  from  Oneida,  Wisconsin;  Ely  Parker,  from  New  York. 

GONE  HOME:  Jacob  Horne,  class  1900;  Arnold  Smith,  Cecil  Dayon,  Sallie 
Santiago,  Nellie  Wentworth,  Florence  George,  Martha  Ellis. 


Seniors,  Juniors  and  Footballers  Who 
Came  From  the  Country  To 
Begin  School,  Sept.  3. 

Wm.  Mt.  Pleasant,  Edgar  Rickard,  Louis  Sanches,  Joseph  La  Chapelle, 
Arthur  Pratt,  Casper  Alford,  Antonia  Tapia,  George  Ferris,  Arthur 
Sickles,  Nelson  Hare,  Thomas  Morgan,  Wilson  Charles,  Thomas  Saul,  Seth 
Ear,  Joseph  Trempe,  Benjamin  Walker,  Johnson  Bradley,  Stephen  Parish, 
Mark  Johnson,  Herman  Niles,  Donald  McIntosh,  Lon  Splache,  Edward 
Willing,  Charles  Bender,  Antonia  Lubo,  Thomas  Mooney,  Fred  Smith,  George 
Hogan,  James  Miller,  Alfred  Saul,  Charles  Dillon,  Samuel  Whipple,  Archie 
Wheelock,  Nicholas  Bowen,  Louis  Subish,  Sampson  Cornelius,  Goliath 
Bigjim,  Junaluska  Standingdeer,  Wingate  Temple,  Walter  Kennedy,  George 
Carefll,  John  Powlas,  Grace  Warren,  Louise  Rogers,  Hattie  Jamison, 
Melinda  Metoxen,  Plija  Nash,  Cynthia  Lambert,  Maggie  Hill,  Nancy  Chubbs, 
Annie  Goatie,  Nellie  Peters,  Katie  Creger,  Ada  Charles,  Eva  Rogers, 

Katie  Powlas,  Lottie  Harris,  Ida  Swallow,  Mary  Scholder,  Grace  Kish,  Ida 
Wheelock,  Henrietta  Coates,  Mattie  Parker,  Violetta  Nash,  Augusta  Nash, 
Alice  Powlas,  Pearl  LaChapelle,  Dolly  Johnson,  Letha  Seneca,  Margaret 
LaMere,  Ollie  Choteau,  Rhoda  Edson,  Stella  Mishler,  Daisy  Wasson,  Ella 
Sturm,  Rose  LaForge,  Rebecca  Knudson. 
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Enigma . 

I am  made  of  14  letters. 

My  3,10,11  is  what  our  football  boys  hope  to  do  every  game  this  fall. 
My  7,  8,  3,  6,  4,  13,  14  is  what  men  like  on  their  coats. 

My  1,  2,  14,  12,  13  Miss  Barr  gives  medicine  by. 

My  9,  11,  6,  3 we  shall  soon  look  for  in  the  weather. 

My  whole  is  where  the  Indian  students  of  the  Carlisle  School 

are. getting,  about  now. 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  Carlisle  School. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

This  is  an  edited  transcription  of  a 4-page  weekly  paper  published  by 
the  old  school  and  found  in  the  collections  of  the  US  Military  History 
Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA. 

For  more  info,  go  to  http://www.carlisleindianschool.org  — Barb 
Landis,  9/19/2000. 

"RE : Rustywire:  Laughing  Girls'  Blanket"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Sep  2000  14:55:57  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Subj : Laughing  Girls'  Blanket 

Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native 

Crumbo  Motors  was  going  to  be  torn  down  and  the  old  man  was  outside 
standing  there  selling  what  was  left,  he  hired  a young  Indian  boy,  he 
was  a Deal,  Jasper  Deal.  He  cleaned  up  the  stalls  and  threw  the  trash 
out.  As  the  young  boy  was  cleaning  he  reached  into  a corner  of  old 


boxes  and  junk  and  found  a stained  blanket  with  holes,  it  looked  like 
an  old  time  Navajo  rug.  He  picked  it  up  and  threw  it  out  with  the  rest 
of  the  things  but  decided  to  take  it  home  after  the  old  man  told  him  it 
was  ok  if  he  kept  it. 

Old  man  Crumbo  was  a Potowattamie  Indian  from  Oklahoma  and  had  moved 
out  west  to  a small  town  and  had  his  own  garage,  he  had  picked  up  the 
rug  years  ago  for  ten  dollars  on  a train  trip  to  Albuquerque  in  1930. 

He  put  on  the  floor  and  it  had  taken  a beating  as  it  layed  there  all 
those  years  with  loose  fringes,  it  was  sort  of  brown  with  soft  colors, 
zig  zag  in  design,  it  was  of  little  worth,  that  Burnwater  rug. 

Jasper  took  it  home  and  his  mother  washed  it  and  put  it  across  the  bed 
to  keep  his  little  sister's  legs  warm  at  night,  her  name  was  Karen,  but 
everyone  called  her  Laughing  Girl.  She  got  used  it  taking  it  everywhere 
with  her  and  when  she  stood  up  she  could  wrap  herself  in  it.  She  was 
small  and  watched  everything  and  everybody,  and  played  around  the  yard 
with  her  toys.  They  lived  in  Bakersfield,  California.  That  blanket 
covered  her  each  night  and  she  got  used  to  it. 

It  was  Fall  and  the  family  decided  to  go  to  the  Navajo  Nation  Fair  back 
home  and  they  packed  up  and  left,  staying  with  their  grandma  way  down 
there  at  Oak  Springs. 

They  went  to  the  carnival,  and  saw  all  the  exhibits.  The  little  girl 
would  get  tired  and  her  mother  brought  a small  wagon  for  her  to  ride 

and  she  took  that  blanket  with  her.  They  spent  the  whole  day  at  the  pow 

wow  and  traditional  song  and  dance  and  night  fell  upon  them.  Laughing 
Girl  was  five  years  old  and  had  heard  her  Shimasani-grandma  talking 
about  learning  to  share  and  how  all  people,  not  just  Navajos  have  to  do 
that  to  grow  up  the  right  way. 

Laughing  Girl  sat  quietly  and  watched  at  the  Pow  Wow  as  there  was  a 
give  away  by  a family  of  their  most  prized  possessions,  a dancers 
rocker  or  roach  as  it  is  called,  some  buckskin  leggings  and  shawls  of 
all  kinds.  It  was  a nice  thing  to  see. 

It  was  late  and  they  decided  to  leave  and  it  was  getting  cold. 

A young  mother  came  from  Pinon,  way  over  west  of  Chinle,  to  the  Fair 
with  her  boyfriend,  who  dropped  her  off  and  told  her  he  would  meet  her 
at  the  carnival  in  a little  bit.  Pinon  Lady,  she  waited  for  him  to 
return,  and  after  awhile  she  and  the  baby  went  and  saw  all  the  exhibits 
by  themselves.  She  saw  some  old  friends  from  Chinle  who  held  the  baby 
and  talked  to  her  about  how  she  was  doing.  She  told  them  she  was  fine 
and  that  she  was  living  in  Pinon  way  out  in  the  sticks;  that  they  were 
just  there  for  the  day. 

As  night  fell  the  wind  began  to  blow  and  it  was  a cold  wind.  Pinon  Lady 
had  left  somethings  in  the  vehicle,  thinking  if  they  needed  them  she 
would  get  them  later.  She  was  tired  and  sat  by  the  entrance  to  the  Fair 
grounds  waiting  and  looking  for  her  boyfriend  to  come  and  get  her.  She 
sat  on  a parking  strip  and  tried  not  to  notice  the  people  looking  at 
her,  saying  to  themselves  why  didn't  she  bring  a coat  or  something  for 
her  and  the  baby. 

The  little  red  wagon  came  by  her  and  a little  Laughing  Girl  watched 
her  as  she  was  being  pulled  by  her  mother.  There  were  a lot  of  Indian 
people  going  home  and  the  gate  was  full  so  they  had  to  stand  in  a crowd 
waiting  for  people  to  get  through  the  gate.  The  wind  had  a chill  and 
the  young  mother  stood  up  and  tried  to  see  over  the  crowd  looking  for 
someone  so  she  could  catch  a ride  home. 

The  little  red  wagon  got  to  the  truck  with  a camper,  and  Laughing 
Girls'  family  noticed  that  the  blanket  was  gone. 

It  must  have  fell  out.  It  was  dark  but  they  went  back  since  they 
thought  the  little  girl  would  cry  to  lose  it  there.  They  went  back  to 
the  fair  grounds  and  saw  it.  It  was  wrapped  around  Pinona  Lady  and  her 
baby  sitting  by  the  front  gate.  The  family  stopped  and  Laughing  Girls' 
father  went  to  the  woman  sitting  there  and  said,  I think  that  blanket 
belongs  to  us. 

The  woman  with  the  baby,  looked  at  him  and  then  the  little  Laughing 
Girl  said  in  a quiet  voice.... It  is  ok.  Daddy... I gave  it  away  to 
her.  . . . 

The  father  looked  at  his  little  girl  and  she  looked  at  him  and  said,  it 


is  my  give  away... the  baby  needs  it... it  is  cold... 

The  family  stood  around  there  and  looked  at  the  little  girl... she  said, 

it  is  my  give  away  like  at  the  pow  wow. ...  grandma  said  we  do  that  at 

sings,  they  crawl  on  the  hogan  and  throw  things  down  the  people  like 
and  sometimes  what  they  need. 

The  father  looked  at  his  little  girl  and  then  at  the  woman  with  the 
blanket  and  the  said  to  her.... my  little  girl  has  given  your  baby  a 
gift  I think. . . 

Dust  then  a person  walked  up  and  said,  to  Pinon  Lady,  Rita  what  are  you 

doing  here?  Do  you  need  a ride  or  something?  The  young  mother  got  up 

and  said,  Yes,  I think  I dom  U am  so  glad  to  see  you... she  turned 
around  and  gathered  the  things  she  had  and  took  the  blanket  off  to  give 
to  the  Laughing  Girl. 

The  little  girl  said,  you  can  cover  him  with  it,  it  is  a warm  one... it 
is  his  now. . . 

So  it  was  this  way  at  the  fair  one  night  sometime  ago 

rustywire 

www. geocities .com/ rustywire 

"RE : Lumbee  Petition"  

Date:  Sat,  30  Sep  2000  20:08:25  -0400 

From:  "Svhyeyi  Aga  Koga  - Evening  Rain  Crow"  <crow(3psouth . net> 

Subj : LUMBEE  PETITION 

Our  youth  are  our  future  - the  7th  generation  to  come,  as  we  are 

now this  young  sister  has  worked  very  hard  on  this  petition  - she  is 

young  in  age,  but  wise  in  years  and  I ask  all  to  support  the  hard  work 
and  effort  she  has  put  into  this  online  petition. 

I am  so  proud  of  her!  And  honored  and  happy  to  know  that  our  future 
is  secure  and  strong  with  the  work  of  our  young  people  - our  sons  and 
daughters  - our  grandchildren ! 

There  will  be  a link  to  this  petition  on  My  Two  Beads  Worth  as  well. 
Please  show  your  support! 

ERC 

Dear  Evening  Crow, 

I just  posted  my  petition.  I will  send  it  to  you.  I have  finally  done 
something  in  my  life  that  i'm  pround  of.  Now  all  i need  to  do  is  getting 
posted  on  web  sites,  so  people  can  see  it  and  sigh  it. 

My  petition 

www. petitiononline . com/lum223/petition . html 

Svhyeyi  Aga  Koga~  Evening  Rain  Crow 

http : / /even i ngr a i nc row. frees ervers . com/ 

http : //www.topcities . com/Personal/ravanwolf/ 

http : //ravan .freeservers . com/ 

http : //www. a nge If ire . com/ journal/ red heart 

The  Giver  of  Life....  the  creator ... .did  not  intend  that  people  abuse 
one  another. 

Iroquois  saying 

Please  sign  the  online  petition  for  a Federal  Holiday  honoring  ALL 
NATIVE  AMERICAN  PEOPLES 

http : //www. petitiononline . com/indian/petition . html 
http : //mytwobeadsworth . f reeservers . com/ 

Native  American  Indian  News  Source 


<Forward  of  petition> 
Danet  Smith 
Owlstar  Trading  Post 
http://www.owlstar.com 


View  Current  Signatures  - Sign  the  Petition 
To:  All  People  Untied  States  of  America 

The  purpose  of  this  petition  to  heard  the  cries  of  the  Lumbees.  We  want  to 
be  recognized  by  the  nation  taht  nearly  destroyed  us.  In  1885  we  were 
recognized  as  a tribe  in  North  Carolina.  The  bill  was  sent  to  the  two  parts 
of  Congress.  The  Sanate  saw  the  bill  first,  then  it  was  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives.  The  House  didn't  pass  the  bill.  We  had  to  come  up  with 
a new  way  of  getting  heard  and  seeking  recognition  as  Native  Americans. 

We  had  published  articles  in  the  newspapers  talking  about  what  we  want  the 
most  in  life.  The  government  needs  to  understand  this  simple  fact  of  life: 
"the  elderly  are  the  window  to  the  past,  without  them  we  are  doomed  to 
never  know  what  really  happen  historically."  As  young  people  we  have  to 
help  the  elderly  to  be  heard  and  to  know  more  about  them  as  well  as  are  own 
history  and  culture. 

Take  this  petition  to  heart,  body  and  soul.  We  trust  that  are  people  out 
there  ready  to  know  what  we  are  all  about  our  lives,  struggles,  culture 
ancestry  and  most  importantly  what  is  ahead  for  us  for  the  future  of  our 
people.  We  will  stand  tall  until  there  no  reason  or  cause  to  fight  anyone 
anymore.  I will  pass  my  struggles  to  my  childern.  Any  will  pass  them  on  to 
their  childern.  In  end,  will  continue  as  an  it  never  ending  struggle  to  be 
recognized  and  understand. 

Sincerely, 

The  Undersigned 

View  Current  Signatures 

The  Recognition  of  Lumbee  Indain  Petition  to  All  People  Untied  States  of 
America  was  created  by  and  written  by  Lindsay  Bullard:  Lumbee  Indian.  This 
petition  is  hosted  here  at  www.PetitionOnline.com  as  a public  service.  There 
is  no  express  or  implied  endorsement  of  this  petition  by  Artifice,  Inc.  or 
our  sponsors.  The  petition  scripts  are  created  by  Mike  Wheeler  at  Artifice, 
Inc.  For  Technical  Support  please  use  our  simple  Petition  Help  form. 

"RE : Poem:  Winged  Messenger  of  the  Night  " 

Date:  Fri,  29  Sep  2000  15:23:44  -0400 

From:  "Svhyeyi  Aga  Koga  - Evening  Rain  Crow"  <crow@psouth.net> 

Subj : WINGED  MESSENGER  OF  THE  NIGHT 

WINGED  MESSENGER  OF  NIGHT 

Winged  messenger  of  night  you  sacrificed  your  life  for  me,  so  I may 
finally  listen  to  the  lessons  Great  Spirit  has  for  me.  Not  easy  ones. 

Pain,  sorrow,  betrayal,  enemies  all  around.  But  brother  Bat  the  messenge 
is  it  is  time  to  be  buried  in  the  ground. 

Dig  a grave  deep  and  dark  and  enter  it  for  the  death  to  start.  Cover  it 
over  with  a blanket  so  thick,  but  nonetheless  it  is  a burial  crypt. 

Remain  in  the  earth  the  dark  night,  surrounded  by  creatures  of  the  night 
- face  the  fears,  the  sorrow  and  pain,  for  this  you  must  do  to  be  reborn 
again . 

Oh  Great  Spirit  I refused  to  see,  the  lessons  you  are  giving  to  me. 

I am  stubborn  and  proud  and  so  you  give  harder  times  so  I can  give, 
so  I can  give.  Give  thought  to  the  things  I must  do.  To  not  give  power 
to  anger  or  hurt,  but  to  instead  reach  deep  within  my  spirit,  my  soul, 
and  instead  of  hatred  touch  the  bright  light  the  flame  that  burns  so 
bright . 


The  love  you  have  given  to  all  of  men  - but  for  which  we  must  suffer  to 


regain  it  again. 


Humility,  sorrow,  betrayal  and  pain,  it  is  a death  to  be  reborn  again. 

>From  the  deep  dark  hole  I shall  emerge,  stronger,  to  follow  along  the 
road.  The  road  set  forth  for  which  I must  choose  - not  an  easy  route  but 
one  I cannot  elude.  For  this  is  my  destiny  in  my  life.  I give  thanks 
Brother  Bat  for  showing  me  what  is  right. 

Svhyeyi  Aga  Koga 

Evening  Rain  Crow 
Cherokee 

September  29,  20000  3:05  est 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  2 October  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  8-14 

' OKAKOPA 
October 
' Ikuwa 
8 

Know  what  you  want  from  life,  ...  and  never  give  up  until  you  find  it. 

9 

The  plover,  kolea,  rushes  from  place  to  place,  stopping  only  a little 
while  to  enjoy  his  surroundings. 

10 

All  places  are  here;  all  time  is  now. 

11 

Each  person's  perception  of  the  world  is  a little  different. 

12 

In  life,  there  is  no  end  of  possibilities. 

13 

Seek  to  know  all  that  there  is  to  know  --  to  experience  all  that  there 
is  to  experience. 

14 

You  speak,  . . . and  I can  hear  your  voice  in  the  very  silence  of  my 
soul . 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Grand  Opening  of  The  Joseph  Jacobs  Museum"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Sep  2000  08:35:31  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Subj:  (FWD)Indian  News  09-29-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Grand  Opening  Of  The  Joseph  Jacobs  Museum 

For  Immediate  Release:  Fall  Season,  2000 

Contact:  Sue  Wilson,  Tour  Director  (716)  297-0251  ext. 333 

Tuscarora  Indian  Nation  Reservation,  Lewiston,  NY  - The  grand  opening  of 
the  Joseph  Jacobs  Museum  will  be  Sunday,  October  8th,  2000  at  1:00pm.  The 
Joseph  Jacobs  Museum  is  a small  Native  American  Museum  on  the  Tuscarora 
Indian  Nation  in  the  heart  of  Niagara  County,  ten  minutes  from  Niagara 
Falls,  New  York.  The  museum  is  a unique  collaboration  of  Joseph  Anderson, 
Joseph  Jacobs  and  Simon  Brascoupe.  Together,  their  vision  of 
strengthening  and  preserving  Native  American  culture  are  realized  within 
the  museum.  The  museum  is  also  a part  of  rebuilding  a depressed  economy 


around  tourism  in  the  Niagara  area. 

It  can  be  seen  as  a bridge  between  Tuscarora  and  its  neighbors.  This 
unique  team  was  born  and  brought  up  at  Tuscarora. 

The  museum  hosts  the  most  recent  and  perhaps  greatest  works  of  Joseph 
Jacobs.  It  is  dedicated  to  his  dynamic  vision  of  Iroquois  culture  as  his 
sculptures  reflect  deeply  into  the  knowledge  and  traditions  of  his 
Iroquois  people.  The  museum  also  features  works  from  Brascoupe  as  he 
transforms  oral  tradition  into  living  culture  and  strong  images  that 
emerge  from  his  Tuscarora  roots. 

Within  the  museum  complex  is  a community  workshop  area  dedicated  to  the 
late  Wallace  "Mad  Bear"  Anderson,  whose  life-long  dedication  to  Human  and 
Native  Rights  are  honored  with  a brief  history  and  resource  center  with 
six  computers  for  public  use.  Here,  visitors  are  encouraged  research  in 
Native  studies.  This  area  will  encourage  local  artists  to  exhibit  their 
works.  Also,  visitors  will  be  encouraged  to  experience  Native  American 
arts,  crafts  and  activities  through  a hands-on  approach,  along-side  Native 
American  artisans  as  their  guides.  A gift  shop  is  included  here,  with  a 
range  of  Native  arts,  crafts,  jewelry  and  clothing  for  sale. 

The  museum  is  free  to  the  public  with  the  option  to  purchase  guided  or 
self-guided  tours.  The  tours  will  be  free  on  the  day  of  the  grand 
opening,  as  the  pieces  are  presented  from  Jacobs  himself.  The  museum 
hours  are:  Monday  - Saturday  10am-5pm,  Sunday  noon-5pm.  We  will  be  closed 
on  most  major  holidays  and  Mondays  in  the  off-season.  Visit  our  website 
at  www.smokinjoe.com  for  any  questions  and  to  learn  more  about  Joseph 
Anderson's  businesses  surrounding  the  museum  complex. 

"RE : 5th  Annual  Oklahoma  Native  Language  Conference"  

Date:  Wed,  27  Sep  2000  15:45:21  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj : (FWD)5th  Annual  Oklahoma  Native  Language  Conference 

"RECREATING  A WORLD  WITH  OUR  LANGUAGES" 

5th  Annual  Native  Language  Conference 

Oklahoma  Indian  Methodist  Missionary  Conference  Center,  Preston,  OK 
OCTOBER  12-14,  2000 

This  year  the  Oklahoma  Native  Language  Association  in  association  with 
the  NSU  Center  For  Tribal  Studies  Conference  theme  is  RECREATING  A WORLD 
WITH  OUR  LANGUAGES.  Focus  of  the  conference  will  be  on  assisting  Native 
Communities  to  develop  and  expand  the  circle  of  Native  language 
speakers,  highlighting  strategies  & approaches  for  recreating  and 
strengthening  ties  between  speakers  in  the  contexts  of  community,  home, 
and  school.  Lead  trainer  will  be  Dr.  Ofelia  Zepeda,  Professor  of 
Linguistics  and  American  Indian  Studies  at  the  University  of  Arizona.  A 
Tohono  O'odham  poet  and  linguist,  she  is  one  of  the  few  writers  to  write 
both  in  English  and  her  first  language.  She  has  numerous  published 
books,  poems,  and  literary  publications.  She  has  directed  the  American 
Indian  Language  Development  Institute  and  has  worked  with  Native 
American  tribes  across  the  Nation  to  address  issues  of  language  loss. 

Dr.  Zepeda  will  be  assisted  by  Dr.  Akira  Yamamota,  Professor  of 
Linguistics,  University  of  Kansas  who  has  over  20  years  of  experience  in 
working  with  tribal  groups  in  the  United  States  on  language 
preservation . 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  12,  2000 
7:45  - 8:30  am  Breakfast  & Registration 

8:30  - 9:45  am  Welcome  from  the  Oklahoma  Native  Language  Association 
President,  Greg  Bigler  and  Northeastern  State  University  Center  For 
Tribal  Studies  Program  Coordinator,  Carol  Young.  Keynote  Speaker,  Dr. 
Ofelia  Zepeda,  "Recreating  A World  With  Our  Languages" 

10:00  - 10:50  am  Featured  Language  Program:  Ho-Chunk  Nation  Language 

Program,  Mauston,  Wisconsin 

11:00  - 11:50  am  Concurrent  Sessions 

1.  "Ceremony  In  Miniature:  Kiowa  Storytelling  & Narrative  Event"  Gus 
Palmer,  Kiowa  Language  Instructor,  University  of  Oklahoma 

2.  INVITED  "Instituting  a High  School  Language  Program"  Henry  Lieb, 


Ponca  Language  Instructor,  Frontier  High  School,  Red  Rock,  OK 
3.  To  Be  Announced 
Noon-Lunch  [Fellowship  Hall] 

1:00  - 1:50  pm  "Defining  Curriculum  & Syllabus  For  Teachers  of  Native 
Languages"  Dr.  Phyllis  Fife,  Assistant  Professor,  Teacher  Education, 
Northeastern  State  University,  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma 
2:00  - 5:00  pm  CREATIVE  WRITING  AND  POETRY  IN  NATIVE  LANGUAGES 

Presenter:  Dr.  Ofelia  Zepeda,  Professor  of  Linguistics,  University 
of  Arizona,  Tucson,  Arizona. 

[Dr.  Zepeda  will  show  by  examples  & class  participation  how  to 
creatively  write  & use  Native  language  regardless  of  one's  level  of  fluency] 
5:00-6:00  pm-  Supper  [Fellowship  Hall] 

7:00  pm  Evening  Program  - Continuation  of  program  with  Dr.  Ofelia 
Zepeda 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  13,  2000 
7:45  - 9:00  am  Breakfast  & Registration 

9:00  - 9:50  am  Featured  Language  Program:  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw 
Indians  Language  Program,  Philadelphia  Mississippi 
10:00  - 10:50  am  Concurrent  Sessions  - 

1.  "Teach  It  All:  Different  Methodologies  to  Teach  Native  Language" 
Margaret  Mauldin,  Language  Instructor,  Oklahoma  University 

2.  "Grant  Writing  For  Language  Projects"  Terry  Grissom,  Office  of 
Grants  & Contracts,  Northeastern  State  University 

3.  To  Be  Announced 

11:00  - 11:50  am  Concurrent  Sessions 

1.  "Bi-Lingual  Issues  & Programs  In  Public  School  Systems"  Dr.  Vaughn 
Anderson,  Director,  Bi-Lingual  Education,  Oklahoma  State  Department  of 
Education 

2.  Choctaw  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  Language  Program 

3.  To  Be  Announced 

Noon  Lunch  [Fellowship  Hall] 

12:45  - 1:15  Poetry  Reading  in  Tohono  O'odham  Language  by  Dr.  Ofelia 
Zepeda 

1:15  - 2:45  pm  LINGUISTICS  FOR  COMMUNITY  TEACHING  Presentors:  Dr. 

Ofelia  Zepeda,  University  of  Arizona 

Dr.  Akira  Yamamota,  University  of  Kansas 
Dr.  Marcellino  Berardo,  University  of  Kansas 
2:45  Break 

3:00  - 5:00  Continuation  of  LINGUISTICS  FOR  COMMUNITY  TEACHING 
5:00  - 6:00  pm-B-BQ  Cook-out 

7:00  pm  Evening  Program  - Traditional  Storytelling  & Singing  - 
Participants  are  encouraged  to  share  their  Tribal  stories  & songs 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  14,  2000 

United  Methodist  Women's  Country  Bazaar  - Native  Foods,  Arts  & Crafts 
7:45  - 8:30  am  Breakfast  & Registration 

Featured  Immersion  Programs:8:30  - 9:30  am  Mississippi  Choctaw 
Immersion  Program,  Philadelphia,  Mississippi 

9:30  - 10:30  am  Comanche  Tribe  Immersion  Project,  Lawton,  Oklahoma 
10:30  - 12:00  DEVELOPING  IMMERSION  PROGRAMS 

Presenters:  Dr.  Ofelia  Zepeda  & Dr.  Akira  Yamamota 
Focus  will  be  on  Total  Immersion  Programs,  Immersion  Camps,  Master 
Apprentice  Camps,  & Curriculum  Materials  for  Immersion  Projects 
12:00  Noon  Lunch  and  Wrap-Up  session 

Host  Motel:  Best  Western  Motel,  HWY  75,  Okmulgee,  OK  (918)  756-9200 
Rates:  Single-  1 Bed  - $51  plus  tax  Single  - 2 People  - 

$53  plus  tax  2 Beds  - 2 People  - $59  plus  tax 

Some  Camping  & Showering  Facilities  Are  Available  at  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Methodist  Indian  Missionary  Conference  Center.  Participants  must  bring 
their  own  bedding  and  will  need  to  call  and  make  reservations  at 
918-227-0659  or  918-456-5511,  X4350 

REGISTRATION  FEES  ARE  $20  PER  DAY  OR  $40  FOR  THE  ENTIRE  CONFERENCE  - ALL 
MEALS  INCLUDED.  PARTICIPANTS  MAY  REGISTER  ON  SITE  OR  CONTACT  CAROL 
YOUNG,  CENTER  FOR  TRIBAL  STUDIES,  NORTHEASTERN  STATE  UNIVERSITY, 

TAHLEQUAH,  OKLAHOMA  918-456-5511  X4350  FAX  # 918-458-2073 


The  Conference  will  be  held  at  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Methodist  Missionary 
Conference  Center  at  Preston,  Oklahoma.  DIRECTIONS:  Take  the  Preston 
exit  on  HWY  75.  Going  East  off  Of  HWY  75  go  approximately  one  & one 
half  miles.  Take  the  dirt  road  going  North.  The  Oklahoma  Indian 
Methodist  Missionary  Campgrounds  are  approximately  one  mile  down  the 
road.  A good  marking  point  is  one  gas  station  on  the  paved  HWY  before 
turning  off  on  the  dirt  road. 

"RE : Dancing  The  Circle"  

Date:  Tue,  26  Sep  2000  14:24:18  -0500 

From:  Ableza@ableza.org 

Subj : Celebrate  Indigenous  People's  Day! 

Here  is  a press  release  we  are  sending  out  about  the  next  Ableza  event. 
Thanks  for  any  "word  spreading"  you  can  do! 

David  Yohn 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Celebrate  Indigenous  People's  Day! 

From  October  12th  through  the  15th  at  San  lose  City  College,  Ableza,  a 
Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute  in  San  lose,  CA  presents  the  World 
Premier  of  "Dancing  The  Circle,"  a new  Native  American  multimedia  musical. 

"Dancing  The  Circle"  shows  how  Spirit  gifted  music  to  the  people,  past 
and  present. 

"Dancing  The  Circle"  features  traditional  and  contemporary  dance  and 
music  of  American  Indian,  Aztec,  Mayan,  California  Indian,  Canadian,  and 
Central  and  South  American  Indigenous  peoples! 

"Dancing  The  Circle"  features  Native  dancers  and  singers.  Native  rap 
group  'Without  Rezervation ' , 1UN0  award  nominated  musician  Elizabeth  Hill, 
Native  film,  TV  and  stage  actor  lack  Kohler,  music  from  leff  Chambers  and 
Ben  Cunningham  and  the  Northern  California  Native  Flute  Circle,  and  more! 

"Dancing  The  Circle"  will  World  Premiere  in  a limited  engagement  from 
October  12th  through  14th  at  8:00  PM,  and  October  15th  at  4:30  PM  on  the 
main  theatre  stage  of  San  lose  City  College. 

For  more  information  and  tickets  to  enjoy  "Dancing  The  Circle,"  call 
Ableza  at  408-267-4609.  You  can  visit  Ableza  on  the  worldwide  web  at 
http : //www. ableza .or g. 

CONTACT  INFORMATION: 

Diane  Way  or  David  Yohn 
Ableza  Institute 
1279  Mildred  Ave. 

San  lose,  CA  95125 

(408)  267-4609  fax:  (408)  267-9609 

Ableza@ableza.org 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  1 October  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Thu,  21  Sep  2000  11:03:08  -0500 

From:  "lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Subj:  OSU  Fall  Benefit  Powwow 

Native  American  Student  Association  Sponsors  Fall  Benefit  Pow  Wow 
The  Native  American  Student  Association  (NASA)  of  Oklahoma  State 
University  is  sponsoring  its  annual  fall  benefit  pow  wow  on  Saturday, 
October  28,  2000  in  the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development  Building 
which  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Hall  of  Fame  and  Washington  Streets.  The 
purpose  of  the  fall  benefit  pow  wow  is  primarily  to  provide  support  for  its 
annual  spring  contest  pow  wow  and  spring  Native  American  Heritage  Week  and 
to  crown  the  NASA  Princess  for  2000-2001  academic  year. 


Pow  wow  principals  include  the  head  man  dancer  Michael  Hyatt  of  the 
Osage  and  Quapaw  Tribes;  the  head  lady  dancer  Kim  Waters  of  the  Creek  and 
Choctaw  Tribes;  the  head  gourd  dancer  Cody  Revard  of  the  Osage  and  Kaw 
Tribes;  the  master  of  ceremonies  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface  of  the  Ponca  Tribe; 
the  arena  director  Wes  Hudson  of  the  Otoe/Missouria  and  Kiowa  Tribes;  and 
head  singer  Kevin  Dawes  of  the  Ottawa  Tribe.  The  Color  Guard  is  the  Ponca 
Post  Buffalo  #38  from  Ponca  City,  OK. 

The  program  will  consist  of  gourd  dancing  at  3:00  PM;  a supper  break 
at  5:00  PM;  more  gourd  dancing  at  6:00  PM;  and  the  grand  entry  at  7:00  PM. 
Arts  & crafts  vendors  and  all  drums  are  welcome.  For  further  information, 
please  contact  Rachel  at  (405)  743-3796  or  the  Multicultural  Development 
and  Assessment  Center  at  (405)  744-5481 


Date:  9/21/00  2:00:11  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Subj : 1st  Annual  Bernie  Whitebear  Awards  Dinner 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[from  DH.  Thanks ! ] 

--  1st  ANNUAL  BERNIE  WHITEBEAR  AWARDS  DINNER  -- 
Hosted  by  United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation. 
November  9,  2000  =//=  6:00PM  - 9:00  PM 

'Daybreak  Star  Center'  - Discovery  Park,  Seattle  WA 
Information : 

United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation 
Phone:  (206)  285-4425 
Fax:  (206)  282-3640 
Email:  info@unitedindians.com 


Date:  Wed,  01  Mar  2000  00:09:57  -0800 
From:  Lee  Davis  <davislee@sf su . edu> 

Subj:  California  Indian  Conference  2000  [announcement] 

California  Indian  Conference 
Chaffey  College,  Rancho  Cucamonga 
October  14  & 15,  2000 
Call  for  Papers 

Abstracts  due  September  1,  2000 

Advance  Registration 

$30  flat  fee  for  everyone 

The  California  Indian  Conference  is  an  annual  gathering  for  the  exchange 
of  views  and  information  among  academics,  American  Indians,  students,  and 
other  community  members.  Any  topic  reflecting  humanistic,  scientific, 
artistic,  or  social  concern  relating  to  California  Indian  peoples  and  their 
cultural  heritage  is  welcome.  Past  topics  have  included  literatures, 
storytelling,  poetry,  education,  basketry,  linguistics,  anthropology, 
archeology,  law,  repatriation,  history,  casinos,  Hollywood,  tribal 
recognition,  song  and  dance,  and  social  and  political  issues. 

Anyone  interested  in  giving  a paper  or  making  a presentation  should  send 
an  abstract  of  150  words  to  Dr.  LeMay  at  the  address  below  by  September  1, 
2000.  Abstracts  received  after  that  date  will  be  considered  only  if  space 
is  available  on  the  program.  Please  be  sure  to  include  an  address,  email 
address,  and  phone  number  and  state  if  you  are  available  on  both  days. 
Inquiries  are  also  welcome. 

We  are  pleased  that  the  journal  Studies  in  American  Indian  Literatures 
has  agreed  to  publish  a special  issue  on  our  conference.  Keep  this  in  mind 
as  you  conceptualize  your  presentations.  Your  conference  paper  will  be 
approximately  7 pages  long,  while  you  should  prepare  a 20-30  page  paper  for 
the  journal. 

Conference  Registration  is  a flat  fee  of  $30.00  for  everyone.  To  register 
in  advance,  send  your  name,  mailing  address,  institutional  and/or  tribal 
affiliation,  phone  number,  fax  number,  and  email  address  to: 

California  Indian  Conference 
Registration  or  Abstract 
Professor  LaMay 


English  Department 
Chaffey  College 
5885  Haven  Avenue 
Rancho  Cucamonga  CA  91737-3002 
Phone:  909-941-2162 
Fax:  909-941-2783 
E-Mail:  CIC@chaffey . cc . ca . us 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

California  Information  Center  http://bss.sfsu.edu/calstudies/ 
Dr.  Lee  Davis 

Director,  California  Studies  Program 

Director,  Pacific  Regional  Humanities  Center  Planning  Team 

377  Science  Building 

San  Francisco  State  University 

San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

Office:  415-338-6583 

Fax:  415-338-7047 

email:  davislee@sfsu.edu 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 
Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 
Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  lerry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0410 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : os sahatchee@hamiltonch amber .org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com> 

Subj : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
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American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
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Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 
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OCTOBER  2000 

6-7  First  Annual  Save  the  Land  Foundation  Festival,  Volusia  County 
Fair  Grounds  Rt.44  Deland,  FI.  Info.  904-441-8005  (Dale  Woodfin.) 

6-8  14th  Annual  Black  Hills  Powwow  & Arts  Expo,  the  Rushmore  Plaza 
Civic  Center,  Rapid  City,  SD.  Info:  (605)  341-0925. 
bhpowwow@rapidnet . com,  www. rapidnet . com/~bhpowwow 
6-8  Red  Crow  Powwow.  Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY. 

6-8  10TH  Annual  Heritage  Powwow.  Traditional  Indian  Dance, 

Cahokia  Mounds  Historic  Site,  Collinsville,  Illinois 
Contact-Lowell  Davis  217-688-2442 

6-8  7th  Annual  Grand  Celebration.  Grand  Casino  Coushatta.  Kinder, 

LA.  Info:  1-800-584-7263  ext  7676 

6- 8  Rainbow  Dancers  Powwow.  Buffalo  Ranch,  Farmer  City,  IL.  Info: 

(309)  968-6848  or  walkhawk2@ntslink.net 

7 Traditions  in  the  Making  Powwow.  Millard  County  Fair  Building, 

Delta,  UT.  Info:  (435)  864-2400.  email:  helena@gavtron.com  or 
visit : www.traditionsinthemaking.com 

7 2nd  Annual  Miss  Inidna  Teen  World  2000  Powwow.  Fort  Mcdowell 
Indian  Reservation,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ.  Info: 
mourningstar@uswest . net 

7 3rd  Annual  American  Indian  Festival.  Homewood  Park,  near 
Birmingham,  AL.  Info:  (205)  870-1095. 

7 Second  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Day  in  New  York 
City-Madison  Avenue.  One  Day  Only!!!  Info:  Chief  Red  Deer  -212 
666-9478  or  718  292-1519  or  516  292-9447. 

7- 8  9th  Annual  Chukchansi  Celebration  Powwow.  46575  RD  417, 

Coarsegold,  CA.  Info:  (559)  683-6633. 

7-8  26th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Thomas  Square,  Donwtown 
Honolulu,  HI.  Info:  (808)  734-5171. 

7-8  10th  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow.  Day  of  the  Wolf.  Nelson  Cty 
Fairgrounds,  Bardstown,  KY.  Info:  (502)  348-0425  or  email: 
bryant@bardstown . com 

13- 15  2000  Clarksville  Area  Powwow  &#8220;Honor  the  Ancestors&#8221; . Outside 
Port  Royal  State  Park,  50  NE  of  Nashville,  TN  (exit  11,  1-24 

west).  Info:  (931)  326-5837  or  nccircle@webmail.bellsouth.net 

14- 15  Kauai  Powwow  2000.  Kapaa  Beach  Park,  Kapaa,  HI.  Info:  (808) 

335-8588. 

14-15  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Veteans  Powwow. 

Honoring  All  Veteans.  Railroad  Museum  Park,  Fort  Payne,  AL.  Info: 


Henry  Lang  (256)  492-5217. 

14-15  American  Indian  Gathering  - Year  of  the  Children.  College 
Dome,  Community  College  of  Beaver  Cty,  Monaca,  PA.  Info:  (724) 

774-9098. 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow  Honoring  Our  Yourth  of  the 
Peter  Skene  Odgen  Community  School,  100  Mile  House,  British 
Columbia,  Canada.  Info:  Hohn  Archie  at : 1-250-395-2461  ext. 213  or 
email  brave_26@yahoo.com 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow,  Peter  Skene  Ogden&#8217j s Gathering 
Our  Dancers.  100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Info: 
www.genocities.com/brave_26/pow-wow.html  or  phone  (250)  395-2461 
ext  213. 

20-22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,00  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org. 

20- 22  Powwow  at  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Union,  KY 

21  Texas  Lumbee  Powwow.  Hearne  East  Side  Park,  Hearne,  TX.  Info: 

Alleen  Perkins  (979)  828-4977. 

21- 22  3rd  Annual  Octoraro  Native  American  Fall  Festival.  Camp 
John  Ware,  Southern  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Info:  Harry  (717) 

284-3427. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 

GA.  Contact:  Herry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 
961-5567. 

3- 5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 

Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 

TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www. ties . I<12.mn.  us/~raygor/powwow/pwinfo.  html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 

994-4882. 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 
757-2085. 

10- 12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 
Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 20  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 

PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  Herry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
Hackson.  Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  Prairie  Winds  Powwow.  Bartle  Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  (913) 

768-4798 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253) -596-1139 . 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 


369-7746  on  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3UNE  2001 

2-3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 
National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Oct.  4-7:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  at  Moundville  Archaeological 
Park,  Hwy.  69,  Moundville,  AL.  Hours:  Wednesday  thru  Friday,  9am  -4pm; 
Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Kirk  Lueg,  Box  870340,  Moundville,  AL  35487-0340 
(205)  348-2136. 

Oct.  6-7:  36th  Annual  Boaz  Harvest  Festival  & 3rd  Annual  Pow  Wow,  on  the 
corner  lot  between  Billy  Blvd.  & Hwy.  205,  in  front  of  1st  Baptist  Church  in 
Boaz,  AL.  Free  admission.  GE  at  9am  each  day,  bonfire  at  7pm  Saturday.  HM: 
Running  Horse  Spirit;  HL:  Sherry  Crabtree;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  AD:  Gary 
Redwolf;  ST:  MoonShadow;  HD:  TBA.  Special  guests:  recording  artist  Dave 
"White  Wolf"  Trezak;  championship  bow  maker  limmy  Taylor.  Demonstrations  of 
flint  knapping  & coil  pottery  making,  Indian  arts  & crafts,  flute  music,  fry 
bread,  etc.  Info:  Morrisons  (256)  593-7336,  McAllisters  (256)  881-8020,  or 
Williamsons  (256)  582-0014. 

Oct.  7:  3rd  Annual  Homewood  Indian  Festival,  at  Homewood  Park,  corner  of 
Oxmoor  Road  & Central  Avenue,  Homewood,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 6pm.  Free 
admission.  In  case  of  rain,  the  event  will  be  held  inside  the  Recreation 
Center  at  the  park.  All  intertribal  dancers  invited.  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence;  HL:  Raven  Woods;  ST:  Two  Dogs;  MC:  3im  Standing 
Fox.  Info:  (205)  870-1095  fram  10am  - 7pm,  M-F. 

Oct.  15-16:  Festival  of  the  Singing  Rivers,  McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL. 
This  festival  celebrates  & teaches  the  culture  & history  of  Native  Americans 
through  arts  & crafts,  story  telling  & hands-on  demonstrations.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  Info: 
Florence/Lauderdale  Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35650  (256) 
740-4141. 

Oct.  14-15:  8th  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow  & Festival, 
at  Union  Park  in  Fort  Payne,  AL.  This  event  is  open  to  all  Veterans.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  9am  - 5pm.  MC:  Gary  Smith  Info:  Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum, 

PO  Box  681420,  Ft.  Payne,  AL  35968  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  21:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park,  3101 
Burritt  Dr.,  Huntsville,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of 


Native  American  traditions  & lifeways,  including  hands-on  demonstrations  & 
Kids  Korner  activities.  Hours:  10am  - 4pm.  Info:  jeff  Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 


Oct.  21-22:  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Wetumpka,  AL.  See 
Sept.  16-17  listing  for  details.  Info:  Ned  Jenkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Dackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  Dudi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  02  Oct  2000  08:53:34  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl .edu> 

Subj : NAC  Topics  + Native  spiritual  traditions  + Leslie  Marmon  Silko 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  2-6 

2)  Weaving  the  Future 

3)  Earthsongs  featuring  Tom  Bee 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  2-6 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 10/2:  Current  Events: 

After  several  years  of  court  battles,  the  nine-thousand-year-old  skeletal 
remains  of  Kennewick  Man  have  been  returned  to  Northwest  tribes.  On  the 
eastern  seaboard  of  Canada,  gunfire  has  been  exchanged  in  the  ongoing 
lobster  battle  between  members  of  the  Mikmaq  Nation  and  non-native 
fishermen.  The  Blackfeet  of  Montana  have  announced  a new  wind  power  project 
that  will  capture  the  extreme  winds  from  the  Rockies  onto  the  Great  Plains, 
and  we'll  also  honor  an  Apache  elder  for  his  work  as  an  archeologist.  All 
this  plus  we'll  be  taking  your  calls  to  let  us  know  what's  happening  in 
your  community. 

TUE  - 10/3:  Making  It  Rain  and  Snow: 

Climatologists  are  predicting  severe  drought  in  much  of  the  temperate 
regions  of  the  world  and  especially  in  the  American  Plains  and  Southwest. 

But  these  regions  are  taking  matters  into  their  own  hands  by  bringing  in 
the  rainmakers  - weather  modification  specialists.  These  expert  scientists 
are  seeding  clouds  to  increase  rain  and  snowfall  in  dry  areas.  Can  we  solve 
our  growing  water  crisis  through  weather  modification?  Invited  guests 
include  Scotty  Savage  of  Weather  Modification,  Inc. 

WED  - 10/4:  Hawaiian  Sovereignty: 

A bill  to  federally  recognize  Native  Hawaiians  has  just  passed  the  House, 
but  the  Hawaiian  sovereignty  movement  is  split  on  the  issue.  Some  fear  that 
federal  recognition  of  Native  Hawaiians  will  lead  to  a trust  relationship 
with  the  U.S.  They  argue  that  Hawaii  will  turn  into  nothing  more  than  an 
island  reservation.  Others  say  that  federal  recognition  will  actually 
protect  a portion  of  their  land  base  and  provide  much  needed  program 
dollars.  Guests  include  Hawaiian  sovereignty  activist  Dr.  Kekuni  Blaisedale. 
THU  - 10/5:  Preserving  the  Past: 

Native  America  has  reached  the  21st  Century  and  a prodigious  question  is 
being  presented  to  each  and  every  tribe,  tribal  member  and  tribal  advocate. 
What  do  we  preserve  from  our  past  to  carry  with  us  into  the  future?  Our 
ceremonies,  language  and  tribal  histories  are  certainly  priorities  but  what 
about  values,  relationships  and  attitudes?  Can  we  remain  closely  connected 
to  our  past  without  compromising  the  future?  Can  we  preserve  a way  of  life 
that  has  existed  on  this  planet  for  millennia? 

FRI  - 10/6:  Breast  Cancer: 

Nationally,  breast  cancer  deaths  have  decreased  in  the  past  ten  years,  but 
death  rates  from  breast  cancer  for  Native  women  have  actually  gone  up 


during  the  same  time.  Why  is  this  happening  when  so  much  progress  has  been 
made  in  detection  and  treatment?  Breast  cancer  is  the  most  common  form  of 
cancer  among  women,  and  all  women  are  at  risk...  but  are  there  specific 
steps  that  we  can  take  to  help  Native  women  win  the  war  against  breast 
cancer?  loin  us  to  talk  about  preventing,  detecting,  treating,  and 
surviving  breast  cancer...  for  the  women  in  your  life.  Guests  include 
breast  cancer  survivor  Alisa  Gilbert,  director  of  the  National  Native 
American  Cancer  Survivors'  Support  Network,  and  Dr.  Harold  Freeman, 
chairman  of  the  President's  Cancer  Panel. 

1)  Corrections . . . 

2)  Weaving  the  Future 

3)  Earthsongs  featuring  Tom  Bee 

1)  Corrections . . . 

On  Monday  a message  was  sent  saying  that  AIROS  would  be  airing  Balancing 
Life,  Dancing  in  Time  and  a New  Letters  on  the  Air  program  with  Leslie 
Marmon  Silko. . .these  will  not  be  airing  this  week  (the  week  of  10/2/00)  but 
will  be  airing  instead  next  week  (the  week  of  10/9/00).  We  apologize  for 
the  mix-up.  The  California  Indian  Radio  Project  program  for  this  week  can 
be  found  below. 

2)  Weaving  the  Future... 

This  week  from  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project  - Weaving  the  Future: 

The  California  Indian  basket  weaving  tradition  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
developed  in  the  world.  Today,  weavers  young  and  old  are  practicing  the 
tradition  of  basketry  and  passing  on  a cultural  education  to  the  young. 
Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

3)  Earthsongs  featuring  Tom  Bee 

This  week  on  Earthsongs  - modern  music  from  Native  America  - music  from 
Lunar  Drive,  Medicine  Dream,  and  Kashtin. 

Our  feature  artist  is  singer  and  record  producer  Tom  Bee  who  sang  with  one 
of  the  first  contemporary  native  rock  bands  - XIT  - in  the  early  1970s. 
Today,  as  founder  of  Sound  of  America  Records  (SOAR),  Bee  is  responsible 
for  distributing  a wide  range  of  artists,  reflecting  the  many  facets  of 
Native  American  music  from  traditional  to  modern  rap,  rock,  reggae  and  new 
age. 

Details  at  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA.ORG  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 
or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KPFA.ORG  in  RealAudio 
Thursdays:  7pm-8pm  PT 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  in  QuickTime  or  RealMediaon  W03B.ORG 
Saturdays:  noon-lpm  MT 


Eric  Martin 


NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. . .contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http://www.pbs.org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program  at 
http : //www. nativetelecom . org 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with  the 
subject  heading  unsubscribe 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

3ohn  D Berry,  Chris  Milda,  Kola  Headquarters,  Martha  Ture,  Ruth  Lopez, 
Uncle  Hake,  3ohn  Russell,  Native  Forest  Network,  Don  Bain,  Thelma  Clark, 
Svhyeyi  Aga  Koga,  Diane  Way  and  David  Yohn,  Eric  Martin,  Victor  Rocha, 
lanet  Smith,  Barbara  Landis,  Debbie  Sanders,  lohnnie  Rustywire 


From  gars@netcom.com  Wed  Oct  11  00:29:24  2000 
Date:  11  Oct  2000  01:58:21  -0000 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.042 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  First  Nations,  Nat-Film, 

& Triballaw  mailing  lists;  Newsgroups:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/StevieThompson . html 
http://www.aics . org/ just ice/camp . html 

http://www.azstarnet.com/public/dnews/000910deadbeat.html 

http: //www. a rizona republic . com/news /article s/1003 cop killer sent -ON . html 

http://www.azstarnet.com/public/dnews/001007bilingualindians.html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy.org 

++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"When  our  father  heard  that  the  Americans  were  coming  across  the  Great 
River  westward .. .We  heard  of  guns  and  powder  and  lead  - first 
flintlocks,  then  percussion  caps,  and  now  repeating  rifles.  We  first 
saw  the  Americans  at  Cottonwood  Wash.  We  had  wars  with  the  Mexicans 
and  the  Pueblos.  We  captured  mules  from  the  Mexicans,  and  had  many 
mules.  The  Americans  came  to  trade  with  us.  When  the  Americans  first 
came  we  had  a big  dance,  and  they  danced  with  our  women.  We  also  traded." 

Manuelito,  Dine' 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

j Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 


I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


iance  was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


Sincere  thanks  to  Dr  Alan  Cheney  <amhlair@earthlink.net>  for  adding  the 
words  of  the  Chickasaw  to  the  banner. 

It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le  'Together  we  are  talking' 


Long  time  readers  will  remember  a stand  we  took  (each  of  you)  against 
the  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Rossville,  TN,  the  Attorney  General  of 
Tennessee,  and  the  Governor  who  were  going  to  let  a "good-ole-boy"  with 
a multipage  rap  sheet  get  away  with  the  murder  and  crippling  of  Apaches. 
PLEASE  read  the  first  article  of  this  issue;  and  send  your  letters  to 
the  Minnesota  authorities  who  are  about  to  do  the  same  thing.  Do  not 
let  this  Ojibway  brother  disappear  in  a veil  of  silence. 


I have  again  been  granted  the  honor  of  serving  as  MC  at  the  Ft.  Payne, 
Alabama  Veterans'  Powwow  October  14  and  15.  It  has  brought  to  mind  the 
many  we  left  behind.  I wish  to  share  a poem  I have  shared  before.  It 
was  written  by  Jimmy  D.  Shields. 


VIETNAM  VETERAN 


I was  in  a LAND  called  "VIETNAM" , 

From  HOME  so  far  away. 

I thought  I was  serving  my  COUNTRY. 

While  some  men  turned  away. 

I have  LIVED  with  PERSECUTION 
For  doing  what  they  say  was  RIGHT. 

I was  among  the  "MEN  of  MEN", 

The  MEN  who  went  to  FIGHT. 

In  the  wake  of  all  I've  seen, 

I retreat  inside  MYSELF, 

To  reinforce  the  walls  of  SOLITUDE, 

To  PROTECT  GOD'S  given  WEALTH. 

And  in  this  WORLD  the  BLUES, 

Are  shadowed  only  by  the  GRAYS, 

And  the  SILENCE  of  the  NIGHT 
Is  much  LOUDER  than  the  DAY'S. 

Yes,  I'm  a "VIETNAM  VETERAN" 

With  MEMORIES  that  won't  go  away. 

My  SOUL  still  ROAMS  in  VIETNAM, 

While  LIFE  passes  by,  "DAY  after  DAY". 
1IMMY  D.  SHIELDS  (copyright) 


I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http: //members .tripod . com/~dikani /pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 


The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great. 


their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 
As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@speakeasy .org 


The  dominant  society  again  celebrated  one  of  the  worst  excuses  for  a 
holiday  anywhere.  There  are  articles  in  this  issue  to  help  correct  some 
of  the  gross  misconceptions  being  taught  many  children.  Try  to  get  the 
truth  into  the  hands  of  teachers.  Even  if  they  don't  have  the  honor  to 
teach  the  truth,  they  will  have  the  burden  of  knowing  their  lies. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande . net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf .lonestar.org 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Please  Let  People  Know 

- Natives  Arrested 

Blocking  Columbus  Day  Parade 

- NO  to  Columbus  Day 

- Questionable  American  Heroes 

- Put  Indian  School 

in  Pueblo  Council's  Hands 

- Sins  of  Sand  Creek 

- Indian  Activist  Calls 
for  Ski  Resort  Boycott 

- Epitaph  for  the  Chief 

- From  Sea  to  Shining  Sea 

- Anger  Mounts 

- Canadian  Media  Hits  Snooze  Alarm 

- First  Nations 

Can't  Meet  Corbiere  Deadline 

- No  Teeth  No  Action 

- Pow  Wow  Molestor  Sentenced 

"RE : Please  Let  People  Know" 


National  Tribal  Justice 

Resource  Center 

Child  Support  Orders  Stalled 

Tribal  Police  Officer's  Killer 

Sentenced 

Native  Prisoner 

History:  Carlisle  Indian  School 
Rustywire:  Broken  Leg 
Poem:  Point 

Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Indians  Fear  Prop.  203 
May  Destroy  Languages 
English  Only  Turns  Back  Clock 
on  Race  Relations 
Brent  Michael  Davids 
Performs  in  Wisconsin 
Upcoming  Events 
Native  America  Calling 


Date:  Mon,  9 Oct  2000  19:12:51  EDT 

From:  Rayann6@aol.com 

Subj : Please  let  people  know 


http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/StevieThompson . html 
The  Death  of  Stevie  Thompson 

For  court  dates  see  bottom  or  call  Elizabeth  Langer,  Victim  Advocate 
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THE  DEATH  OF  STEVIE  THOMPSON 
On  Duly  21,2000 

Two  men  were  charged  Friday  in  connection  with  a beating  that  left  a man 
in  St. Paul  dead.  According  to  police,  the  argument  started  over  a pack  of 
cigarettes.  Steven  Thompson,  43,  a Ojibway,  was  found  Wednesday  morning 
in  an  exterior  stairwell  of  the  Landmark  Center  in  downtown.  Stevie  died 
later  at  Regions  Hospital.  Two  homeless  men  were  charged  Friday  in  the 
incident,  Joseph  Steinhauser,  28,  was  arrested  Wednesday  at  the  Dorothy 
Day  Center,  a drop-in  agency  that  serves  the  homeless.  Jacob  Thompson,  23, 
(no  relation)  turned  himself  in  to  police.  He  is  not  related  to  the 
victim.  The  criminal  complaint  quoted  a witness  who  said  that  Steinhauser 
(also  known  as  G.I.  Joe)  was  angry  because  he  thought  Steve  had  take  some 
of  his  cigarettes.  Stevie  Thompson  was  asleep  at  near  the  Landmark  Center 


when  Steinhausen  and  Jacob  Thompson  started  yelling  at  him  about  taking 
their  cigarettes.  They  told  him  to  stand  up  and  fight  but  Stevie  was  too 
intoxicated  to  do  anything.  Jacob  Thompson  then  "beat  the  crap  out  of 
Stevie,  hitting  him  in  the  head,  kneeing  him  in  the  stomach,  throwing  him 
to  the  ground,  and  then  kicking  him  several  times  in  the  head. 

Steinhauser  and  Jacob  Thompson  then  left  but  returned  20  minutes  later. 
Steinhauser  picked  Stevie  up  and  put  him  over  his  shoulders,  carrying 
Stevie  to  a bus  stop  bench  and  body  slammed  him  very  hard  onto  the  bench. 
Stevie's  head  bounced  off  the  back  of  the  bench,  then  the  seat  of  the 
bench  and  then  onto  the  concrete  sidewalk.  A pool  of  blood  could  be  seen 
where  Stevie's  head  was.  The  initial  assault  happened  approximately 
shortly  after  midnight  on  July  19,2000  and  the  second  incident 
approximately  1:00am.  Steinhauser  and  Jacob  Thompson  then  left  again. 
Stevie  managed  to  get  in  a stairwell  area  close  by  and  was  there  when 
Steinhauser  and  Jacob  Thompson  returned  again.  At  this  time  Jacob 
Thompson  went  down  the  stairwell  where  Stevie  was  and  started  beating  on 
Stevie  for  10-15  minutes,  when  Jacob  Thompson  came  to  the  top  of  the 
stairs  he  had  a sewing  kit,  scissors  and  57  cents  that  he  had  taken  from 
Stevie.  Jacob  Thompson  said  he  had  gone  through  Stevie's  wallet.  Jacob 
Thompson  the  urinated  on  Stevie.  Steinhauser  said  that  Stevie  had  gotten 
what  he  deserved.  Stevie  did  not  deserve  what  these  two  animals  did  to 
him. 

PLEASE  SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORT  FOR  STEVIE  THOMPSON'S  FAMILY  BY  COMING  TO  THE 
ST. PAUL  COURTHOUSE  AT  15  W.  KELLOGG  BLVD. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  24TH  AT  10:00  AM  FOR  STEINHAUSER 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  26TH  AT  11:00  AM  FOR  THOMPSON 

Janet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http://www.owlstar.com 
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Native  Americans  arrested  blocking  Italians'  Columbus  Day  parade 
City  of  Denver  shamed  by  actions  of  Denver  police  and  media 
CIGN  Press 

DENVER,  Colo.  - As  Italian-Americans  went  back  on  their  word  and  carried 
out  a Columbus  Day  "March  for  Italian  Pride,"  Native  Americans  honored 
their  vow  and  carried  out  non-violent  civil  disobedience  in  the  spirit  of 
Ghandi  and  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

More  than  1,000  Native  Americans  from  throughout  Indian  country 
protested  along  the  streets  of  downtown  Denver,  while  147  Natives  and 
supporters  were  arrested  in  a city  so  heavily-guarded  it  looked  like  a 
militarized  zone. 

"We  have  an  obligation  to  resist  state-supported  hate  speech!"  said 
Glenn  Morris,  American  Indian  Movement  leader,  as  Native  Americans  arrived 
at  the  Denver  City  and  County  Building  downtown. 

On  a bullhorn,  Morris  told  those  who  chose  to  be  arrested  to  gather  on 
the  center  steps.  Then,  led  by  American  Indian  activist  Russell  Means  and 
Rosebud  Sioux  elder  Yank  Badhand,  the  crowd  marched  downtown  where 
Italian-Americans  were  heading  toward  them  in  the  parade. 

Already,  Denver  police  were  in  formation  and  waiting  for  Native 
Americans  to  approach.  First,  Morris  asked  city  officials  to  revoke  the 
parade  permit  and  halt  the  parade.  When  city  officials  refused.  Native 
American  women  protesters  and  supporters  sat  down  in  the  street  and 
blocked  the  path  of  the  parade. 

As  sage  and  sweetgrass  burned,  Denver  police  began  arresting  the  women 
first,  including  the  elderly  and  disabled.  Those  who  offered  even  a hint 
of  resistance  were  placed  in  plastic  handcuffs.  At  this  point,  the  crowd 
became  angry  and  began  shouting  at  police. 


After  all  women  were  arrested,  police  arrested  the  men,  including 
American  Indian  activists  Morris,  Means,  George  "Tink"  Tinker,  professor 
of  Indian  studies  at  a graduate  school  of  theology.  Ward  Churchill, 
professor  of  American  Indian  studies,  and  Native  American  young  people 
carrying  sage  and  eagle  feathers. 

Protesters  were  upset  and  chanted  loudly,  "The  People  United  Will  Never 
Be  Defeated!"  as  Native  Americans  and  supporters  were  taken  away  by  Denver 
police  to  waiting  buses. 

One  man  screamed,  "How  many  Denver  police  does  it  take  to  arrest  a 
woman ! " 

Another  yelled,  "This  is  America!" 

Still  another  called  out,  "No  more  Columbus  Day!  We  will  never  go  away!" 

Meanwhile,  members  of  the  Denver  media  in  the  crowd  made  insulting 
remarks  to  one  another  as  they  talked  on  their  cell  phones  and  laughed 
about  Native  American  demands  to  halt  Columbus  Day. 

The  Sons  of  Italy  motorcyclists,  a few  floats  of  bright-balloons  and 
heavy  equipment  were  in  the  parade.  But,  Native  Americans  were  most 
offended  by  a large  banner  proclaiming  that  Christopher  Columbus  came  in 
the  name  of  Desus  Christ. 

Gracie  Tyon-Foot,  Lakota  civil  rights  observer,  was  disgusted  with  the 
way  Denver  police  smiled  and  waved  to  Italian-Americans  as  they  marched 
alongside  and  guarded  them  in  the  parade,  after  arresting  Native  American 
women  and  elders. 

"The  police  pretty  much  led  the  parade,"  said  Lois  Connor-Graham,  Ojibwe 
from  Minnesota,  also  disgusted  with  the  lack  of  respect  from  Denver  police. 

Tony  Walks,  Standing  Rock  Sioux,  said  it  was  another  broken  treaty  and  a 
sad  day  for  Native  people.  "The  police  showed  no  respect." 

Andrea  Gopher,  Chippewa  from  Montana,  captured  the  arrests  and  support 
on  video  as  the  crowd  pressed  her  against  the  police  barricade. 

Impressed  with  the  solidarity  of  action.  Gopher  said,  "I'm  going  to  take 
this  video  back  and  show  the  people  what  can  be  accomplished." 

Surprisingly,  however,  Italian-American  young  people  came  out  in  numbers 
in  support  of  Native  Americans.  One  group  passed  out  fliers  in  a nearby 
park  afterwards. 

"I'm  here  in  solidarity  with  Native  Americans  and  the  American  Indian 
Movement,"  said  Italian-American  Dill  Dreier,  as  she  called  out,  "Italian 
pride,  not  genocide!" 

It  all  began  at  sunrise,  with  the  heavy  flow  of  unmarked  and  marked 
police  vehicles  arriving  in  downtown  Denver  as  Italian  motorcyclists  and 
local  Italian  businessmen  prepared  for  the  parade.  Police  were  positioned 
on  every  street  corner  downtown  and  SWAT  teams  waited  nearby. 

When  Native  Americans  began  gathering  at  8 a.m.  at  the  City  and  County 
Building,  Morris  pointed  out  that  Italian-Americans  had  signed  an 
agreement  with  Indians  and  Chicanos,  and  the  parade  permit  should  be 
revoked . 

"They  betrayed  their  word!  They  destroyed  any  honor  they  claimed  and 
this  comes  after  508  years  of  the  theft  of  our  Indian  children  and  the 
theft  of  Indian  land." 

"We  asked  them  to  remove  one  word  from  the  parade:  Columbus.  We  asked 
them  to  celebrate  their  pride  without  the  mention  of  a man  who  carried  out 
genocide  who  was  a murderer  and  an  enslaver." 

"They  could  not  find  it  in  their  hearts  to  do  so." 

"We  even  gave  them  Acoma  pots  and  they  threw  them  away!"  said  Means  of 
Native  negotiators'  gifts  to  Italian-Americans. 

"This  is  flat-out  racism!"  Means  said.  "People  don't  like  being  treated 
this  way!  We  are  human  beings!" 

Calling  the  city  and  county  government  "trailer-trash"  for  refusing  to 
halt  the  celebration  of  Columbus,  Means  said  Columbus  is  a laughing  matter 
as  a navigator.  "You  can't  be  more  off-course  than  one-half  of  a world!" 

"Columbus  was  a slave  trader!" 

At  the  top  of  the  steps  of  the  building,  hanging  a banner  protesting 
genocide,  Ambrose  Keeble,  Hunkpati  Dakota  from  South  Dakota,  said,  "We  are 
the  guardians  of  the  ancestors.  No  one  is  here  to  talk  for  them,  so  we 
are. " 


"They  would  convict  Columbus  of  crimes  against  humanity  if  he  were  alive 
today.  He  put  our  people  in  cages  and  took  them  to  Spain. 

"They  said  he  was  a good  navigator , but  he  never  found  India.  He  was 
lost  all  the  time.  Even  on  his  deathbed,  he  still  believed  he  found 
India . " 

Because  of  Columbus,  Native  people  have  suffered  for  508  years,  he  said. 

Chiapas  human  rights  activist  Valery  Alzaga  said  Mexican-Americans  came 
out  in  support  of  Native  people.  "The  history  of  the  oppressed  is  never 
listened  to,"  she  said. 

Luis  Espinosa,  Mexican-American,  said  Indigenous  peoples  throughout  the 
world  have  been  oppressed  by  criminal  systems  of  conquest  and  slavery. 

Chicano  students  from  North  High  School  from  the  Nayan  Amaru  Paynal 
(Pretty-eyed  Serpent  Messenger  Club)  protested  Italian-Americans ' refusal 
to  honor  the  negotiated  agreement. 

Ivan  Anaya  said,  "Another  broken  treaty." 

"It's  like  we're  repeating  history,"  said  club  member  Sam  Lara. 

Morris  and  Means  thanked  Chicano  and  Mexican-American  students,  teachers 
and  activists  for  joining  Native  Americans  in  protest. 

Colorado  StreetMedics  leader  Dr.  R.S.  "Doc"  Rosen,  who  served  at  Wounded 
Knee  and  in  Selma,  Alabama,  was  with  his  team  of  25  medics  walking  through 
a downtown  park  after  the  parade. 

Dr.  Rosen,  with  his  team  of  volunteers,  was  relieved  that  conflicts  were 
restricted  to  a few  loud  arguments  and  there  was  no  violence. 

One  offensive  poster  in  the  park,  which  led  to  heated  arguments  where  a 
fight  almost  broke  out,  was,  "Hey,  Leroy  Lame-Ass,  Get  Your  Historical 
Facts  Straight  The  Next  Time  You  Want  To  Try  to  Overthrow  the  1st 
Amendment . " 

Most  Italians,  however,  said  they  wanted  no  violence  and  were  relieved 
that  it  was  a peaceful  protest. 

As  protesters  were  being  charged  with  misdemeanors.  Native  Americans 
gathered  at  the  Four  Winds  Survival  Center  and  praised  the  restraint  of 
Native  Americans  for  allowing  themselves  to  be  arrested  peacefully  and 
without  struggle  in  the  highly-charged  atmosphere. 

Reflecting  on  the  parade,  Doug  Dohnson  of  Independent  Media  Center  said 
it  best. 

"Harleys,  Humvees  and  dump  trucks?  Is  that  Italian  pride?" 
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Canadian  Aboriginal  News 
NO  TO  COLUMBUS  DAY 
Gathering  Place  First  Nations, Ca 
Found  this,  thought  all  might  enjoy. 

Dodie  Editorial  in  Houston  Chronicle 

There  is  not,  I believe,  a figure  anywhere  in  history,  as  misrepresented 
as  Christopher  Columbus.  His  name  and  the  subject  of  the  "discovery"  of 
the  Western  hemisphere,  entails  a glossing  over  of  so  gruesome  a truth,  so 
completely,  for  so  long,  it  can  only  be  referred  to  as  propaganda.  If  the 
Nazis  had  been  as  efficient  at  perpetrating  such  lies  and  distortions 
about  their  genocide,  we  would  currently  be  celebrating  an  Adolph  Hitler 
day,  as  well.  This  is  more  than  just  a different  "take"  on  historical 
events,  to  be  sure. 

Firsthand  accounts  of  the  cruelties  inflicted  on  the  people  Christopher 
referred  to  as  UNA  GENTE  INDIOS-a  gentle  people  with  God,  are  very  clear 
about  the  man's  true  nature,  and  the  real  legacy  of  the  Admiral  of  the 
Ocean  Seas:  "The  Christians,  with  their  horses  and  swords  and  pikes  began 
to  carry  out  massacres  and  strange  cruelties  against  [the  Indians].  They 
attacked  the  towns  and  spared  neither  the  children  nor  the  aged,  nor 


pregnant  women  nor  women  in  childbed,  not  only  stabbing  and  dismembering 
them  but  cutting  them  to  pieces  as  if  dealing  with  sheep  in  the 
slaughterhouse.  They  laid  bets  as  to  who,  with  one  stroke  of  the  sword 
could  split  a man  in  two  or  could  cut  off  his  head... they  took  infants 
from  their  mothers's  breasts,  snatching  them  by  the  legs  and  pitching  them 
headfirst  against  the  crags... They  made  some  low,  wide  gallows  on  which 
the  hanged  victim's  feet  almsot  touched  the  ground,  stringing  up  their 
victims,  in  lots  of  thirteen,  in  memory  of  Our  Redeemer  and  His  twelve 
Apostles,  then  set  burning  wood  at  their  feet  and  thus  burned  them  alive." 
-Bartolome  de  Las  Casas,  The  Devastation  of  the  Indies:  A Brief  Account 
(originally  published  in  1547)  reprinted  by  Johns  Hopkins  Press,  1992,  pp. 
43-55. 

As  if  it  weren't  enough,  the  nature  of  the  brutality  is  not  the  only 
issue  here.  Lest  one  think  that  acts  such  as  these  were  isolated  incidents 
the  totality,  the  utter  efficiency  of  the  genocide  unleashed  on  the 
Indigenous  people  of  Hispianola,  ( The  Dominican  Republic,  and  Haiti  ) is 
revealed  by  the  net  effect  on  the  population  there:  ....the  population 
decline  [of  the  island  of  Hispaniola]  after  1496, .. .with  an  estimate  of 
the  original  island  population  of  just  under  8 million.  [The  population 
declined]  from  8 million  to  28,000  in  just  over  twenty  years.  That  ...is  a 
carnage  of  more  than  99  percent,  something  we  must  call  closer  to  a 
genocide."  -Kirkpatrick  Sale,  The  Conquest  of  Paradise:  Christopher 
Columbus  and  the  Columbian  Legacy  (NY:  Plume  Books,  1991),  pp.  160-161. 

Obviously,  Christopher  Columbus  was  a murderer.  A man  worthy  of  mention 
in  the  annals  of  history,  only  in  regard  to  the  devastation  he  unleashed, 
in  his  quest  for  riches,  and  glory. 

Invariably,  however,  when  this  issue  is  addressed,  the  knee  jerk 
response,  by  those  interested  in  the  status  quo,  is  something  along  the 
lines  of  "But  the  Italian  community  will  be  offended  if  they  cannot 
celebrate  this  holiday". 

Really?  This  is  akin  to  not  wanting  to  offend  German  people  by  not 
having  an  Adolph  Hitler  day,  or  Southeast  Asians  by  not  having  a Pol  Pot 
day,  or  Africans  by  not  having  an  Attila  the  Hun  day.  Ditto  the  Iraqis 
wanting  to  celebrate  Saddam  Hussein. 

Would  anyone  suggest  that  Italians  have  no  other  aspect  of  their  culture 
to  celebrate,  than  a butcher  of  millions  of  people?  Surely,  there  are 
other  icons,  other  imagery  they  would  rather  present  as  indicative  of 
their  contributions  to  the  world.  I have  more  faith  in  our  Italian 
neighbors  than  to  believe  this. 

The  argument  has  no  merit.  Certainly,  no  offense  is  meant  to  the  Italian 
community,  or  anyone  else  for  that  matter,  in  regard  to  eliminating  this 
holiday. 

The  real  issue  here,  is  whether  we  should  memorialize  a man  who 
unleashed,  promoted,  and  directed  the  first  wave  of  genocide  in  this 
hemisphere.  Should  we  improperly,  inaccurately,  and  dishonestly,  educate 
our  children?  The  time  has  come  to  eliminate  this  holiday.  Rename  it  in 
honor  of  the  people  directly  affected  by  the  carnage  unleashed  by  Columbus 

There  is  no  day  of  recognition,  in  regard  to  Indian  people,  not  one.  Not 
a single  Indigenous  leader  is  recalled,  not  one  contribution  is  promoted, 
not  a single  suggestion  that  Indigenous  people  once  thrived  here,  and 
forever  influenced  the  character  of  this  and  other  nations.  This  would  be 
a huge  step,  towards  a constructive,  productive  dialogue,  between  American 
Indians,  and  the  rest  of  the  dominant  society. 

What's  done  cannot  be  undone,  and  that  is  not  the  goal  here.  It's  more 
about  honesty,  and  respect.  It's  the  right  thing  to  do- 
Lawrence  Sampson  Director-  Southeast  Texas  American  Indian  Movement 
Reprinted  under  the  Fair  Use: 
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Canadian  Aboriginal  News 
Questionable  American  Heroes 
www. denverpost . com/news 
By  Diane  Carman  Denver  Post  Columnist 

Oct.  5,  2000  - In  the  pantheon  of  questionable  American  heroes, 
Christopher  Columbus  stands  tall  among  those  with  blood  on  their  hands. 

But  he  is  far  from  unique. 

As  Congress  considers  establishing  a monument  to  the  Indians  slaughtered 
at  Sand  Creek  in  1864,  it's  appropriate  to  consider  another  questionable 
hero  whose  name  is  plastered  across  Colorado  from  city  streets  to  an 
exalted  mountaintop. 

It's  time  to  take  a second  look  at  John  Evans  - millionaire  railroad 
magnate,  land  speculator,  second  territorial  governor  of  Colorado  and 
perpetrator  of  an  official  policy  of  "extermination"  of  Indians  who 
"infest"  the  plains. 

Without  lohn  Evans'  calculated  and  duplicitous  behavior,  the  Sand  Creek 
massacre  couldn't  have  happened.  That  was  well  known  even  in  1864,  which 
is  why  he  was  removed  from  the  territorial  governorship.  So  it's 
especially  obnoxious  that  the  Colorado  General  Assembly  of  1895  renamed 
14,000-foot  Mount  Rosalie  after  him. 

Evans'  apologists  point  to  his  role  in  the  establishment  of  Northwestern 
University  and  the  University  of  Denver,  but  "that's  like  saying  Hitler 
did  some  good  things,  too,"  said  University  of  Colorado  historian  Ward 
Churchill . 

"I'm  quite  concerned  about  the  notion  of  balance  when  it  comes  to 
genocide,"  he  said.  "This  was  a holocaust.  What  can  balance  that?"  In 
"Sand  Creek  and  the  Rhetoric  of  Extermination"  by  David  Svaldi,  the 
documentation  of  Evans'  single-minded  strategy  to  "kill  and  destroy"  the 
Indian  population  in  the  Colorado  territory  for  the  purpose  of  expanding 
his  railroad,  promoting  his  political  ambitions  and  enabling  white 
prospectors  to  mine  gold  on  traditional  Indian  lands  is  thorough  and 
chilling. 

In  a series  of  letters  to  the  secretary  of  war  and  the  commissioner  of 
Indian  affairs,  Evans  exaggerated  Indian  hostilities.  When  officials 
repeatedly  demanded  facts  to  support  his  claims,  Evans  refused,  responding 
only  with  rumors  and  innuendo. 

Then  when  the  federal  government  agreed  to  help  finance  a small 
volunteer  militia  (instead  of  the  10,000  troops  Evans  requested),  the 
governor  was  hellbent  on  making  it  look  like  his  specious  claims  of  a 
tribal  "alliance"  and  widespread  "Indian  War"  were  true. 

In  the  fall  of  1964,  when  the  Third  Regiment  under  Col.  lohn  Chivington 
had  spent  its  authorized  100  days  on  the  plains  without  a skirmish,  Evans 
started  to  panic.  To  make  matters  worse.  Col.  George  Wynkoop  arranged  for 
Black  Kettle,  White  Antelope  and  Bull  Bear  to  meet  with  him  in  the  Camp 
Weld  Council  to  negotiate  peace. 

"What  shall  I do  with  the  Third  Regiment  if  I make  peace?"  said  Evans, 
who  was  personally  embarrassed  by  the  public's  ridicule  of  the  "Bloodless 
Third."  So  he  promised  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahos  that  if  they  surrendered 
to  the  military  at  Fort  Lyon  and  established  an  encampment  at  Sand  Creek, 
they  would  be  protected.  Then  he  authorized  Chivington  to  slaughter  them 
and  conveniently  arranged  a trip  to  Washington,  D.C.,  so  it  would  appear 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  attack. 

"It's  like  naming  a mountain  after  a Nazi,"  said  Churchill 
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Put  Indian  School  in  Pueblo  Council's  hands 

Editorial,  The  New  Mexican 

10/3/2000 

In  Phoenix,  where  an  Indian  school  found  itself  in  the  path  of  a high- 
rise  row,  the  school's  campus  was  closed  and  it  became  a pawn  of  land- 
swapping between  the  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  a Florida 
developer . 

The  courageous  newspaper  columns  of  the  Arizona  Republic's  loel  Nilsson 
stalled,  and  eventually  diverted,  the  commercial  spread  - but  what 
happened 

down  on  the  desert  could  happen  in  Santa  Fe,  where  our  Indian  school 
also  sits  on  land  that  is  prime  for  property  speculation. 

The  Cerrillos  Road  campus  today  is  home  away  from  home  for  550  boarding 
students,  most  of  them  from  the  region's  pueblos.  Shamefully  neglected  by 
BIA,  the  school  is  a shambles,  despite  its  new  math-and-science  building. 

Lest  the  agency's  leaders  get  notions  about  selling  off  those  115  acres 
southwest  of  downtown.  Sen.  Pete  Domenici  is  taking  steps  to  prevent  such 
a move.  He  has  introduced  a bill  transferring  authority  over  the  school  to 
the  All  Indian  Pueblo  Council  of  19  New  Mexico  pueblos,  for  whom  Congress 
would  hold  the  land  in  trust. 

That's  the  status  held  by  our  nation's  Indian  reservations  - which,  in 
effect,  the  Indian  school  would  become. 

Reservations  having  become  linked  in  the  public  mind  with  gambling, 

Santa  Feans  who  for  years  were  taunted  by  rumors  of  a casino/convention 
center  on  that  site  by  now  are  raising  eyebrows  over  any  reservation-izing 
of  the  school.  But  the  senator  has  foreseen  just  such  a threat;  he  has 
written  in  a prohibition  against  gambling  and  states  clearly  that  the 
land's  use  would  be  limited  to  "educational,  health  or  cultural  purposes 
of  the  Santa  Fe  Indian  School." 

BIA  has  plans  for  a new  campus  in  back  of  the  old  buildings  along 
Cerrillos  -but  federal  bureaucrats'  failure  to  maintain  them  is  a leading 
reason  why  the  new  buildings  are  needed. 

Pueblo  leaders,  nearly  all  of  them  living  within  a few  hours'  drive  of 
the  school,  are  likely  to  be  better  stewards  of  the  property  and  more 
accountable  to  the  students  and  faculty. 

Last  year,  when  one  of  the  school's  top  graduates  wrote  eloquently  of 
its  deficiencies,  he  caught  Sen.  Domenici 's  attention.  Famed  for  his 
follow-up,  Domenici  has  responded. 

His  Capitol  Hill  colleagues  should  take  his  word  on  the  need  for  change 
at  SFIS  - and  approve  this  bill  before  adjournment. 
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Sins  of  Sand  Creek 

Letters  detail  massacre  of  American  Indian  women,  children  By 
Deborah  Frazier-Denver  Rocky  Mountain  News  Staff  Writer 
f razierd@rockymountainnews . com 

Two  long-lost  letters  surfaced  in  an  Evergreen  home  this  month  that 


bear  grisly  testimony  to  the  1864  slaughter  of  163  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho 
by  U.S.  troops  at  Sand  Creek. 

The  letters  were  written  by  two  Army  officers  who  refused  orders  to 
kill  the  terrified  men,  women  and  children  encamped  under  a white  flag 
of  surrender  and  a U.S.  flag  in  southeastern  Colorado. 

"The  letters  are  ground  zero  for  a congressional  investigation  in 
1865,"  David  Halaas,  chief  historian  of  the  Colorado  Historical  Society, 
said  Thursday. 

An  investigation  team  located  the  site  of  the  massacre  last  year. 

Halaas  said  the  letters  pinpoint  where  the  killings  and  mutilations  occurred. 

"These  are  the  most  important  evidence  we  have  about  the  Sand 
Creek  Massacre,"  Halaas  said,  adding  that  the  letters  are  authentic. 

An  Evergreen  woman,  Linda  Rebeck,  found  the  letters  this  month  in 
a box  of  her  elderly  mother's  papers.  Rebeck's  great-grandfather  had 
been  a farmer  near  the  site  of  the  massacre  by  U.S.  troops. 

She  released  the  letters  Wednesday  to  Republican  Sen.  Ben 
Nighthorse  Campbell  on  the  eve  of  a hearing  on  his  bill  to  establish  a 
memorial  at  the  massacre  site  in  southeastern  Colorado. 

Capt.  Silas  Soule  and  Lt.  Joseph  Cramer,  Army  officers  who  refused 
orders  to  kill  American  Indian  women  and  children  in  the  1864  Sand  Creek 
Massacre,  wrote  the  letters  to  Ma  j . Ed  Wynkoop,  about  two  weeks  after 
the  massacre.  They  detailed  the  horrors  performed  under  the  leadership 
of  Col.  John  Chivington. 

"A  squaw  ripped  open  and  a child  taken  from  her,"  wrote  Cramer,  in 
hope  of  stopping  Chivington  from  getting  a promotion  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  massacre.  "Little  children  shot  while  begging  for  their  lives." 

Soule  was  equally  descriptive. 

"Hundreds  of  women  and  children  were  coming  toward  us  and  getting  on 
their  knees  for  mercy,"  wrote  Soule,  who  was  later  murdered  in  Denver  by 
an  ally  of  Chivington ' s . "Most  of  the  Indians  yielded  four  or  five  scalps." 

The  letters  to  Wynkoop  worked.  A series  of  federal  investigations 
followed,  Halaas  said. 

In  an  1864  treaty,  "the  U.S.  government  agreed  that  this  was  a 
massacre  of  a peaceful  people  under  the  American  flag  and  promised 
reparation,"  Halaas  said.  "This  is  the  only  time  I know  of  that 
reparations  were  promised." 

No  payments  were  ever  made. 

Cramer  and  Soule  had  been  stationed  in  southeastern  Colorado  near 
Bent's  Fort.  They  were  commanded  to  follow  Chivington  and  his  troops  to 
the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  camp,  where  about  500  Indians  slept  peacefully 
under  an  American  flag. 

The  two  officers  were  ordered  to  follow  Chivington  to  the  Indian 
camp.  When  they  arrived  and  the  attack  began,  they  ordered  their  troops 
not  to  fire,  knowing  that  Chivington  would  try  to  oust  them  from  the 
military,  Halaas  said. 

"I  told  the  colonel  (Chivington)  that  I thought  it  murder  to  jump 
them  friendly  Indians,"  Cramer  wrote.  "He  says  in  reply,  'Damn  any  man 
or  men  who  are  in  sympathy  with  them."' 

The  letters  were  handwritten  and  sent  to  Wynkoop  in  Washington, 

D.C.  But  each  of  the  officers  made  handwritten  copies  - including  the 
copy  that  Rebeck  found.  Halaas  said  the  writing  matches  other  letters  by 
Soule  and  Cramer. 

"We'd  heard  of  these  letters,  Halaas  said.  "Both  of  these  men 
testified  before  Congress  and  said  almost  the  same  things.  What  they  saw 
was  so  horrible  that  they  went  after  Chivington,  knowing  he  was  going  to 
go  after  them." 

Rebeck  said  her  mother  inherited  the  letters  from  her  mother,  whose 
father  was  Mark  L.  Blunt,  a successful  Arkansas  Valley  farmer  who  had 
known  the  Bent  family  and  had  stayed  at  Bent's  Fort  near  the  massacre 
site.  A restoration  of  the  fort  still  exists. 

"Mother  told  me  once  that  she  had  letters  about  Sand  Creek,  but  I 
never  read  them,"  said  Rebeck,  who  read  them  for  the  first  time  this 
month  and  contacted  the  Colorado  Historical  Society. 

"It  was  hard  to  see  little  children  on  their  knees  have  their 
brains  beat  out  by  men  professing  to  be  civilized,"  Cramer  wrote. 


Rebeck  also  found  nine  or  10  affidavits,  part  of  the  congressional 
investigation,  that  were  written  by  a company  clerk  in  red  and  blue  ink. 

"Today  there  are  people  who  still  believe  that  the  soldiers  did  not 
commit  atrocities,"  Halaas  said.  "Let  them  read  these  letters  and  them 
see  the  passion.  These  men  are  shocked.  They  are  angry.  And  they  feel 
guilty." 
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Indian  activist  calls  for  ski  resort  boycott 
By  DAVID  SHARP,  Associated  Press 

Copyright  2000  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

An  American  Indian  activist  called  Wednesday  for  a boycott  of  Big  Squaw 
Mountain  because  the  ski  resort's  owner  declined  to  change  the  name, 
despite  protests  that  the  word  "squaw"  is  offensive. 

David  "Spirit  Bear"  Walton,  a driving  force  behind  a state  law 
enacted  last  year  that  requires  new  names  for  places  like  Big  Squaw 
Township,  accused  the  owner  of  the  Greenville  resort  of  arrogance  in  his 
refusal  to  change  the  name. 

Resort  owner  Dim  Confalone  "must  be  made  to  realize  that  he  has  to 
forfeit  the  name  or  he  will  forfeit  the  dollars,"  Walton  said. 

Confalone,  who  maintains  that  squaw  is  a term  of  endearment,  not  an 
insult,  said  he  has  no  plans  to  change  the  resort's  name  because  he  has 
received  support  from  Mainers  for  keeping  it  the  way  it  is. 

"I'm  quite  fond  of  Indians.  The  last  thing  I'd  ever  want  to  do  is 
something  that  would  hurt  the  Indians,"  said  Confalone,  whose  resort  is 
exempted  from  the  state  law  because  it  is  a private  entity. 

Two  tribal  representatives  to  the  Maine  Legislature  said  the  word  squaw 
translates  roughly  to  "whore." 

In  all,  about  two  dozen  Maine  mountains,  waterways  and  other  features 
bearing  the  name  are  affected  by  the  law,  which  bars  the  word  from  the 
names  of  public  places  across  the  state. 

Confalone  said  state  lawmakers  rejected  the  views  of  a majority  of 
residents.  In  a telephone  interview  from  Miami,  he  said  that  he  has 
studied  the  history  of  Indians,  and  that  he  and  others  interpret  the 
word  squaw  to  be  a term  of  endearment  applied  to  the  female  head  of 
household . 

Nonetheless,  he  said  he  would  be  willing  to  meet  face-to-face  with 
Walton,  whose  group  is  called  American  Indian  Movement,  Northeast 
Woodlands .Only  then,  after  hearing  for  himself  why  the  word  is 
offensive,  would  Confalone  begin  to  consider  changing  the  resort ' s name. 

"Squaw  Mountain  is  part  of  our  history,  and  before  I change  the 
history  of  Squaw  Mountain  and  the  rest  of  the  area,  I've  got  to  hear 
from  David  'Spirit  Bear'  Walton  and  meet  him,"  he  said. 

Confalone  said  that  based  on  his  observations,  he  believes  75  percent 
or  more  of  Mainers  support  keeping  the  name. 

Walton  did  not  immediately  return  a call  seeking  additional  comment  on 
his  boycott  notice. 

But  he  suggested  that  Confalone  was  making  things  harder  on  himself  by 
his  attitude.  "Confalone' s arrogant  stance  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Maine  Legislature,"  he  said  in  a statement. 

Big  Squaw  Mountain  Resort  consists  of  about  1,200  acres.  The  state  also 
owns  about  2,000  acres  on  the  southern  half  of  the  mountain.  Additional 
land  is  owned  by  Plum  Creek  Timber  Co. 
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EPITAPH  FOR  THE  CHIEF 

The  National  Coalition  on  Racism  in  Sports  and  the  Media  (NCRSM)  will 
sponsor  an  ecumenical  prayer  and  pipe  ceremony,  and  workshops  on 
eliminating  racism  October  13th  and  14th,  2000  in  conjunction  with  the 
University  of  Illinois  homecoming  celebrations.  Eleven  years  have  passed 
since  NCRSM  first  requested  that  the  University  discontinue 
institutionalized  racism.  NCRSM,  along  with  a rapidly  increasing  host  of 
national  and  international  religious,  educational,  and  political 
organizations  demand  that  the  University  of  Illinois  comply  with  the 
diversity  clause  in  its  mission  statement.  Sending  an  emphatic  message  to 
the  University  and  Champaign/Urbana  community,  Vernon  Bellecourt  declared, 
"Our  efforts  will  not  cease  until  the  racist  symbols,  "Chief  Illiniwek" 
and  "Fighting  Illini"  are  eliminated.  It  is  about  the  survival  of  our 
people!  It  is  about  the  future  of  our  children  and  equal  access  in 
education ! " 

NCRSM  leaders  invite  the  Champaign/Urbana  community  to  join  the  prayer 
and  pipe  ceremony  and  work  together  toward  a new  millennium  of  increased 
racial  harmony  with  Native  peoples.  A reception  in  honor  of  distinguished 
guests  Dennis  Banks,  American  Indian  Movement  Grand  Governing  Council; 

Vernon  Bellecourt,  President  NCRSM,  and  Don  Messec,  NCRSM  Board  of 
Directors  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  October  13th  in  Lincoln  Hall  304,  702 
South  Wright  Street.  A press  conference  will  be  held  October  14th  at 
10:30  a.m.  before  the  ecumenical  prayer  and  pipe  ceremony  that  will  take 
place  front  of  UIUC  Football  Stadium  at  11:30  a.m.  Following  the  prayer 
ceremony  educational  sessions  and  organizational  workshops  will  be  held  in 
Lincoln  Hall  304,  702  South  Wright  Street,  Urbana. 

Cyd  A.  Crue 

Department  of  Sociology 
University  of  Illinois 
217-355-6757 

http : //www. aics . org/NCRSM/index . htm 

"Never  again  will  we  allow  unflattering  and  stereotypical  images  of  Indian 
people  to  deface  the  halls  of  government  or  lead  the  American  people  to 
shallow  and  ignorant  beliefs  about  Indians.  Never  again  will  we  attack  your 
religions,  your  languages,  your  rituals,  or  any  of  your  tribal  ways." 

Kevin  Gover,  Assistant  Secretary  - Indian  Affiars 
Department  of  the  Interior 
September  8,  2000 

http : //www. aics .org/ justice/ camp.html 
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>From  sea  to  shining  sea 
By  Troy  Hunter 
Windspeaker  Contributor 
VANCOUVER 

It  was  high  noon  on  a busy  Friday  when  a couple  of  hundred  Aboriginal 
people  took  to  the  streets  and  marched  from  the  Vancouver  Aboriginal 
Friendship  Centre  to  Harbour  Centre,  the  building  where  the  Department 
of  Fisheries  and  Oceans  (DFO)  has  their  Pacific  regional  headquarters . 

The  march  was  to  show  support  of  the  Mi ' kmaq  Indians  at  Burnt  Church, 

N.B.  for  exercising  their  treaty  right  to  a commercial  fishery,  under 
seige  by  the  DFO  and  the  Canadian  government. 

The  busy  intersection  of  Seymour  and  Hastings  was  completely  blocked 
for  more  than  a half-hour  with  protesters  singing  songs,  beating  hand 
drums  and  waving  banners  in  the  air. 

It  was  announced  that  the  office  of  DFO  Minister  Herb  Dahliwahl  was 
occupied,  and  a list  of  demands  was  read  out  over  a bullhorn. 

The  demands  included  a call  for  the  resignation  of  Dhaliwal  for 
authorizing  the  use  of  excessive  violence  against  Mi' kmaq  fishermen. 
Protesters  also  insisted  that  DFO  recognize  and  affirm  the  Mi ' kmaq  and 
Maliseet  people's  legal  and  constitutionally  recognized  right  to  fish, 
hunt  and  gather,  that  the  DFO  officers  be  brought  to  justice,  and  that 
the  government  of  Canada  recognize  the  legal  decisions  of  its  highest 
court,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  and  begin  implementing  the  Marshall 
decision  (which  affirmed  the  Mi ' kmaq ' s treaty  right),  and  the  Delgamuukw 
decision  in  order  to  protect  and  affirm  Aboriginal  rights  and  title. 

Larry  Wong,  an  Aboriginal  veteran  of  the  Canadian  Armed  Forces  is  from 
the  Kitwanga  community.  He  carried  an  inverted  Canadian  flag  in  the 
rally. 

"I  am  ashamed  of  this  country  that  I served  22  years  in  the  Canadian 
Armed  Forces,  standing  on  line  for  Canada  only  to  come  back  without  a 
uniform,"  he  said.  "I  have  a right  to  be  ashamed  of  this  flag  that  I 
fought  for." 

The  flag  was  burned  during  the  rally.  Patricia  Kelly  from  Cheam,  B.C., 
a community  that  also  recently  protested  the  treatment  by  Canada  in  a land 
rights  question  by  erecting  a road  blockade,  was  one  of  the  people  who 
lit  the  flag  on  fire. 

"I  want  Canada  to  stop  burning  Burnt  Church  and  for  Chretien  to  know  we 
remember  the  White  Paper,"  she  said,  referring  to  the  now  notorious 
policy  paper  presented  in  1969  by  then-Indian  Affairs  minister  Chretien 
calling  for  the  assimilation  of  Native  people.  "The  flag  burning  is  my 
way  of  showing  support  and  solidarity  for  the  people  of  Burnt  Church." 
Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service, 
c.  Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal. Com 
Please  send  comments  to  editor@canadianAboriginal.com 
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Anger  mounts 
By  Paul  Barnsley 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
BURNT  CHURCH  FIRST  NATION,  N.B. 

Mi 'kmaq  lobster  fishers  are  finding  themselves  in  hot  water  for  doing 
the  same  thing  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  acquitted  Donald 
Marshall,  Dr.  of  doing  a year  ago. 

After  several  weeks  of  mounting  tensions  in  Atlantic  Canada  after 
Mi 'kmaq  fishers  began  their  season  in  August,  things  began  to  heat  up  in 
earnest  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  23  as  a deadline  imposed  by  federal 


Fisheries  and  Oceans  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal  came  and  went.  DFO  officers 
then  began  removing  traps , prompting  a response  from  Mi'kmaq  fishers 
when  DFO  officers  moved  in  close  to  shore  on  Sept.  26.  The  federal 
officers  retreated,  rather  than  force  a showdown,  and  at  press  time  on 
Sept.  27,  there  was  an  uneasy  standoff  in  progress. 

In  the  days  leading  up  to  the  deadline.  Native  leaders  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  descended  on  the  northeastern  New  Brunswick  reserve  located 
a half-hour's  drive  east  of  Miramichi  to  show  their  support.  The  fight 
is  seen  as  a pivotal  battle  in  the  war  to  protect  gains  made  by 
Aboriginal  people  through  a succession  of  court  cases  that  stretches 
back  more  than  10  years.  Native  leaders  complain  that  federal  and 
provincial  politicians  refuse  to  respond  to  the  changes  in  the  law 
mandated  by  the  high  court  decisions  because  they  fear  a political 
backlash . 

Non-Native  fishers  did  not  distinguish  themselves  with  their  actions  in 
the  days  immediately  before  and  after  the  deadline.  Newspapers  regularly 
carried  stories  with  quotes  containing  obscenity-laden  threats  delivered 
by  individuals  who  felt  their  livelihood  had  been  threatened. 

And  three  non-Native  people  in  a boat  were  arrested  on  Sept.  22  after 
shots  were  fired  on  the  waters  off  the  Burnt  Church  wharf.  Liquor  and 
drugs  were  seized  and  police  reported  the  three  men  were  intoxicated. 

One  man  was  later  charged. 

But  the  root  cause  of  this  confrontation,  one  that  has  the  potential 
to  turn  into  a clash  that  could  rival  the  confrontation  at  Oka,  Que.  in 
1990,  is  too  complex  for  those  without  advanced  degrees  in 
constitutional  law  to  solve  in  a reasonable  fashion.  Government 
officials,  who  have  that  kind  of  expertise,  or  at  least  have  access  to 
those  who  do,  haven't  made  things  any  calmer  with  their  actions. 

Twenty  lawyers  with  extensive  experience  in  Aboriginal  law  signed 
their  names  to  a press  release  on  Sept.  7 that  stated  the  Department  of 
Fisheries  and  Oceans'  position  on  the  Indigenous  lobster  fishery  is  dead 
dead  wrong. 

"The  Department  of  Fisheries  and  Oceans  acts  as  if  it  has  an  absolute 
right  to  regulate  the  treaty  fishery  in  Atlantic  Canada,"  the  release 
states.  "In  fact,  the  department  has  a limited  ability  to  regulate  the 
treaty  fishery.  In  order  for  it  to  exercise  that  function,  it  must  meet 
specific  criteria." 

The  lawyers  go  on  to  say  that  they've  seen  nothing  to  convince  them  the 
minister  has  met  those  criteria.  Quoting  from  Marshall  Two,  the  Supreme 
Court's  highly  unusual  clarification  of  its  original  Marshall  decision, 
the  lawyers  say  the  government  can  only  limit  treaty  rights  if  there  are 
pressing  and  substantial  public  needs.  And  even  then,  the  government  is 
required  to  consult  the  Aboriginal  people  involved. 

Marshall  Two  is  widely  seen  as  the  high  court  bowing  to  political 
pressure.  It  was  issued  after  violence  occurred  between  Native  and 
non-Native  fishers  off  the  Burnt  Church  wharf  on  Oct.  3,  1999  and  there 
was  widespread  anger  prompted  by  the  original  court  decision  recognizing 
the  Mi'kmaq's  treaty  right  to  fish.  Lawyer  Bruce  Wildsmith,  one  of  the 
20  lawyers  who  signed  the  release,  represented  the  Indian  Brook  First 
Nation  in  Federal  Court  as  the  band  tried  to  convince  the  court  to  issue 
an  injunction  prohibiting  the  DFO's  enforcement  measures  against  Indian 
Brook  lobster  fishers.  In  court,  Wildsmith  pointed  out  that,  according 
to  the  clarification  of  the  Supreme  Court's  decision  to  overturn  fishing 
charges  against  Donald  Marshall,  Dr.,  Marshall  was  actually  guilty.  That 
leads  to  the  almost  farcical  situation  where  the  clarification  of  their 
decision  actually  contradicts  the  original  decision  even  though  the 
court  refused  to  overturn  the  original  decision. 

"This  is  something  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  came  up  with  on  its  own," 
Wildsmith  told  Mr.  Dustice  Denis  Pelletier  in  Halifax  Federal  Court  on 
Sept.  7.  "The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  is  wrong  on  this  one." 

"It's  one  thing  for  them  to  say  they  made  a mistake,"  Dudge  Pelletier 
replied,  smiling.  "It's  another  for  me  to  say  they  made  a mistake." 

But  the  Federal  Court  justice  did  not  disagree  with  Wildsmith.  He 
eventually  ruled  he  couldn't  grant  the  request  for  an  injunction  because 
he  would  then  be  deciding  the  question  of  rights  without  hearing  full 


evidence  and  argument. 

Even  government  employees  in  other  departments  are  critical  of  DFO's 
position  on  this  issue.  Bill  Montour,  the  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs 
regional  director  general  for  the  Atlantic  region,  told  Windspeaker  that 
the  striking  down  of  one  line  of  the  Indian  Act  in  the  Corbiere  decision 
has  created  a huge  work-load  for  his  department.  He  said  DFO  has  done 
little  or  nothing  to  react  to  the  Marshall  decision,  a much  more 
detailed  and  far-reaching  decision. 

A Toronto  researcher  penned  an  opinion  piece  for  the  Financial  Post 
that  appeared  on  Sept.  26.  Lawrence  Solomon,  executive  director  of  Urban 
Renaissance  Institute,  a division  of  Energy  Probe  Research  Foundation, 
specializes  in  examining  resource  issues  from  an  environmentalist  point 
of  view.  He  put  forth  the  theory  that  the  government's  actions  can  be 
easily  understood  if  you  have  a solid  understanding  of  the  political 
forces  at  work  in  Atlantic  Canada. 

Solomon  agrees  with  the  lawyers  that  DFO  is  not  acting  according  to  the 
law  of  the  land. 

"I  read  the  court  decision,"  he  said.  "What  struck  me  about  the  support 
that  the  non-Natives  are  getting  is  that  it's  all  based  on  the  notion 
that  the  government  has  the  right  to  regulate.  The  Marshall  decision 
was,  I thought,  fairly  clear  that  that  right  is  subject  to  various 
conditions  and  those  conditions  just  aren't  being  met.  He  is  convinced 
that,  with  an  election  expected  as  early  as  November,  the  politics  of 
patronage  is  behind  the  otherwise  confusing  actions  of  the  federal 
government . 

"The  government  clearly  is  concerned  about  losing  Atlantic  Canada  and 
wants  to  regain  seats  that  it  lost.  The  employment  insurance  clawbacks 
have  been  in  the  news,  have  been  front  page  news  in  Toronto,  and  that's 
because  Chretien  wants  to  go  back  to  the  previous  regime  that  didn't 
claw  back  as  much.  Regaining  seats  is  very  important  in  the  Liberals' 
plans  and  I think  it  would  be  very  difficult  politically  for  them  to  do 
anything  to  offend  the  white  vote,"  he  said  on  Sept.  26. 

On  that  same  day,  the  Liberal  government  announced  it  would  change  the 
employment  insurance  system  by  eliminating  changes  introduced  in  1997 
that  reduced  benefits  for  repeat  users  - seasonal  workers  like  fishers. 

When  Minister  Herb  Dhaliwal  claims  he's  ordering  the  enforcement 
measures  against  the  Mi ' kmaq  for  conservation  reasons,  Solomon  doesn't 
believe  him. 

"Really,  DFO  really  hasn't  been  that  interested  in  conservation.  It 
really  runs  the  department  for  political  purposes,"  he  told  Windspeaker. 

When  he  was  asked  whether  there  was  a threat  to  the  lobster  stocks,  he 
said  yes,  but  not  the  way  the  minister  is  portraying  it. 

"I  think  there's  definitely  a threat  to  the  stocks,"  he  said.  "The 
threat  is  primarily  coming  from  the  non-Native  fishermen  who  are  putting 
pressure  on  DFO  - and  usually  being  very  successful  -pressure  to  keep  up 
the  rate  of  harvesting. 

In  his  piece  for  the  Financial  Post,  Solomon  detailed  enforcement 
regimes  in  place  in  other  countries  and  concluded  the  DFO  was  doing  the 
worst  job  possible  of  conserving  lobster  stocks.  He  maintains  that  using 
the  right  to  fish  as  a way  to  generate  political  capital  is  dangerous 
and  has  already  been  shown  to  be  ineffectual  in  protecting  cod  and 
salmon  stocks.  He  said  that  if  fishers  were  given  control  of  a specific 
area,  they  wouldn't  be  out  in  the  water  grabbing  every  lobster  they 
could  get  before  another  fisher  beat  them  to  it. 

"The  best  regulatory  regime  would  be  to  give  people  secure  rights  to 
their  fisheries  and  then  you  wouldn't  need  this  kind  of  regulation,"  he 
said.  "You  wouldn't  have  governments  making  trade-offs  between  how  much 
and  how  far  can  we  push  the  fishery  to  create  jobs  before  we  take  too 
big  a risk.  The  people  in  charge  of  the  fishery  would  be  making  those 
kinds  of  decision  and  they  would  tend  to  be  very  conservative,  they 
wouldn't  want  to  take  risks  because  it  would  be  their  livelihood.  The 
more  local,  the  better,  and  even  at  the  individual  level. 

"The  ideal  situation  would  be  for  DFO  to  step  out  of  the  picture,  to 
give  non-Natives  as  well  as  Natives  all  the  rights  - hand  them  over. 

Then  there  won't  be  any  need  to  regulate  them  because  they'd  do  a much 


better  job  than  DFO  would." 

When  the  government  announced  it  would  undo  the  1997  cuts  to  employment 
insurance  benefits  to  fishers,  the  Opposition  howled  that  the  Liberals 
were  buying  votes  in  Atlantic  Canada.  Solomon  agrees. 

"It's  one  factor.  The  communities  that  fish,  they  get  their  livelihood 
from  fishing,  as  well  as  employment  insurance.  The  votes  are 
concentrated.  So  there  are  quite  a few  ridings  that  would  go  one  way  or 
another  depending  on  how  the  fishing  communities  viewed  the  Chretien 
policies.  The  tail  often  wags  the  dog  in  politics.  Dust  a few  seats, 
because  those  seats  are  swing  seats,  the  government  may  want  to  keep 
them  happy." 

He  believed  the  fisheries  minister  was  caught  in  a political  trap  and 
acted  in  a way  that  would  cost  his  party  the  least,  even  if  it  meant 
sacrificing  the  rights  of  Native  people. 

"I  think  that  what  Dhaliwal  was  facing  was  a lot  of  bloodshed.  I think 
he  recognized  the  fishermen's  union  was  capable  of  a lot  of  violence.  He 
felt  he  had  to  take  control,"  he  said.  "He  didn't  want  to  bring  in  the 
troops  to  control  the  white  fishermen  but  he  could  appear  as  a strongman 
to  them  by  suppressing  the  Natives  and  basically  pacifying  the  white 
fishermen.  That's  the  effect  of  what  he's  done.  He's  wanted  to  show  that 
he's  in  charge  in  order  that  the  non-Native  fishermen  didn't  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hands  any  more  than  they  did.  It's  sort  of  a 
backwards  way  of  preventing  bloodshed." 

Dohn  Paul,  33,  is  a member  of  the  Burnt  Church  First  Nation.  He  is  in 
the  final  year  of  his  undergraduate  studies  in  Native  studies  and 
criminology  at  Fredericton's  St.  Thomas  University,  a two-hour  drive 
from  his  home  territory. 

Paul  spent  some  time  volunteering  as  a fisheries  officer  for  his  band 
this  summer  before  embarking  on  a speaking  tour  on  behalf  of  his  chief 
and  council.  He  was  in  Calgary  the  last  week  in  September. 

After  almost  80  per  cent  of  his  community  voted  to  follow  their  own 
Esgenoopetij  First  Nation  fisheries  policy  rather  than  the  DFO  policy, 
he  volunteered  and  worked  with  the  Lustiguj  Rangers,  First  Nation 
fisheries  officers  who  have  been  trained  to  perform  the  same  function  as 
DFO  officers. 

During  his  second  shift  on  the  water  in  late  August,  Paul  was  on  the 
first  Mi'kmaq  boat  to  be  rammed  by  DFO  officers. 

He  also  believes  that  his  people  are  being  sacrificed  by  the  government 
and  the  non-Native  fishers,  who  aren't  being  honest  about  their  true 
motivations . 

"DFO  offered  the  union  fishermen  $10-  to  12-thousand  apiece  just  to  stay 
off  the  water,"  he  said.  "That  tells  me  two  things:  Number  1 is,  you're 

not  in  there  just  to  get  Natives  out  of  the  water;  number  2,  you've  got 

enough  money  to  turn  down  $12,000.  In  a province  like  New  Brunswick?" 

He  was  asked  if  fear  was  the  predominant  emotion  in  his  community  as 
they  realize  the  forces  they're  up  against.  He  said  the  time  for  being 
afraid  was  long  past. 

"It's  anger.  I hear  them  saying  10,000  traps,  4,000  traps.  Get  it  right! 
It's  gone  beyond  feeling  like,  'gee,  what  are  we  gonna  do.'  It's  gone 
beyond  that.  They've  pushed  so  much  that  nobody's  feeling  sympathetic 
for  anything  any  more.  I'm  not  going  to  say  I'm  speaking  for  everybody 

but  I'm  speaking  for  a good  majority  of  my  community,"  he  said. 

The  issue  of  the  number  of  traps  is  one  that  the  band  appeared  to  try 
to  get  an  independent  observer  to  verify.  Chief  Wilbur  Dedam  tried  to 
convince  DFO  to  hold  off  on  the  threat  to  remove  the  traps  by  arranging 
for  neutral  third  parties  to  count  the  traps.  Before  the  count  could  be 
completed,  DFO  began  its  enforcement  action. 

The  number  of  traps  DFO  has  since  claimed  to  have  seized  creates  the 
impression  the  Mi'kmaq  were  fishing  irresponsibly,  but  Dedam  and  his 
council  say  the  numbers  are  unreliable.  Union  of  British  Columbia  Indian 
Chiefs  president  Stewart  Phillip,  who  was  in  Burnt  Church  in  late 
September,  accused  DFO  of  fudging  the  numbers,  saying  it's  a wellknown 
tactic  employed  by  the  government  in  West  Coast  fisheries. 

On  Sept.  8,  the  Atlantic  chiefs  moved  their  policy  conference  from 
Halifax  to  Burnt  Church  to  show  their  support  for  the  lobster  fishers. 


The  chiefs  unanimously  supported  Dedam  and  his  community  in  their  stand 
and,  Paul  said,  the  community  is  almost  unanimous  in  its  support  for  the 
chief  and  council. 

"They  are  now/'  he  said.  "It  was  questionable  at  first  because  we  didn't 
know  where  he  was  going,  but  when  he  got  a hold  of  lames  Ward,  that's 
what  pulled  in  his  strong  back-up.  The  people  are  backing  him.  The 
council  came  together  and  said,  'We've  got  to  fight  it.  That's  all  there 
is  to  it. ' There  was  two  or  three  against  it  but  the  majority  spoke.  We 
had  councillors  on  the  water  and  that  was  impressive." 
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Canadian  media  hits  snooze 
By  Paul  Barnsley 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
BURNT  CHURCH  FIRST  NATION,  N.B. 

Human  rights  activists  are  saying  that,  once  again,  the  national  press 
missed  an  opportunity  to  take  a close  look  at  a problem  that  is  national 
in  scope  and  of  fundamental  importance  to  the  way  Canadians  see 
themselves . 

Rick  Dedam  handed  it  to  the  CBC  on  a silver  platter  and  the  CBC  dropped 
it.  Nobody  else  picked  it  up. 

Dedam  is  the  Mi ' kmaq  man  whose  Hitachi  2900A  video  camera  captured  the 
now  infamous  incident  where  a Department  of  Fisheries  and  Oceans  boat 
rammed  a much  smaller  Mi 'kmaq  fishing  boat  with  such  force  that  those  in 
the  boat  had  to  jump  for  their  lives.  Burnt  Church  Chief  Wilbur  Dedam 
later  demanded  that  the  DFO  officers  on  the  boat  be  charged  with 
attempted  murder.  So  far,  no  action  has  been  taken  in  that  regard. 

But  the  images  on  the  videotape  are  so  graphic  that  many  Native 
observers  are  comparing  it  to  the  Rodney  King  video;  amateur  video  that 
showed  Los  Angeles  police  officers  savagely  beating  a black  man.  That 
video  caused  a full-scale  media  storm  across  the  United  States  and 
around  the  world. 

There  was  no  such  storm  in  the  Canadian  media,  although  a few  faint 
voices  were  heard.  In  similar  situations  in  the  past,  anti-racism 
workers  have  pointed  to  a national  case  of  denial  when  it  comes  to 
facing  up  to  virulent  racism  in  Canada. 

Dedam,  however,  has  seen  his  video  make  a difference  in  several 
individuals,  even  if  the  national  press  or  other  groups  haven't  seized 
on  it. 

"Yeah,  that  was  mine,"  Dedam  said,  brandishing  his  camera  as  he  stood 
outside  Nenooe  Esgol  (school)  on  the  Burnt  Church  waterfront  where  the 
Atlantic  chiefs  converged  to  show  their  support  for  Burnt  Church  on 
Sept.  8.  "Some  people  tell  me  that  that  piece  of  footage  woke  up  a 
nation.  I'm  kind  of  proud  of  that." 

Dedam  said  he  was  awakened  early  one  morning  and  told  there  was  trouble 
on  the  waters.  He  was  able  to  record  the  incident  and  then  he  turned  his 
video  over  to  CBC-TV  news.  Later,  when  he  saw  the  tape  on  the  air,  he 
saw  that  editors  had  inverted  the  order  of  the  incidents  on  the  tape  and 
made  it  look  like  the  Mi 'kmaq  fishers  had  started  the  confrontation  by 
throwing  rocks  at  the  DFO  boat.  Dedam  angrily  demanded  that  the  error  be 
corrected  and,  after  one  newscast,  it  was. 

On  Sept.  7,  as  lawyers  argued  the  Indian  Brook  First  Nation's  request 
for  a Federal  Court  injunction  against  DFO  enforcement  measures  taken 
against  Native  fishers,  observers  outside  the  law  courts  in  downtown 
Halifax  noticed  a well-dressed  non-Native  woman  emerge  from  the  court 


building.  She  looked  in  the  direction  of  several  demonstrators  who  had 
attached  the  Warrior  flag  to  a light  pole  and  were  drumming,  and  then 
she  approached  the  demonstrators . There  were  a few  tense  moments  as  the 
demonstrators  prepared  for  a confrontation. 

"I've  never  done  this  before,"  the  woman  said,  looking  very 
uncomfortable.  "But  what  I saw  on  TV  the  other  night  mortified  me.  I 
cried.  I just  felt  I had  to  stop  and  say  something.  That  wasn't  right." 

Noel  Bernard,  a band  councillor  for  the  Wagmatcook  First  Nation  near 
Baddeck,  N.S.,  is  a former  RCMP  officer.  He  said  he  appreciated  the 
woman's  gesture  but  found  it  unusual  and  surprising.  His  experience  has 
made  him  believe  the  racial  tensions  caused  by  stereotypes  of  Native 
people  have  a dehumanizing  effect  that  prevent  non-Native  people  from 
reaching  out  as  that  woman  did. 

"They  forget  we've  got  feelings,  too,"  he  said. 

Far  away  in  Alberta,  a weekly  newspaper  editorial  summed  up  the  thoughts 
of  a lot  of  Canadians  who  saw  the  tape  and  who  may  never  have  given 
Aboriginal  rights  issues  any  serious  thought  before, 
loan  Plaxton,  writing  in  the  Valley  News,  conceded  that  extraordinary 
measures  have  to  be  taken  in  explosive  situations. 

"Extraordinary  measures  does  not  mean  unreasonable  force,"  she  wrote. 
"[T]he  ramming  of  a boat  by  a larger  vessel  is  tantamount  to 
premeditated  murder.  The  incident  did  not  appear  to  be  an  error  in 
judgment  according  to  eyewitness  accounts  and  video  evidence.  By 
resorting  to  this  kind  of  violence,  the  DFO  gives  Canada  a black  eye  in 
the  community.  We  have  rightly  earned  the  reputation  of  being 
peacekeepers.  Will  we  be  looked  at  in  the  same  light  now?" 

National  Chief  Matthew  Coon  Come  told  the  Policy  Conference  of  Atlantic 
Chiefs  what  he  thought  of  the  incident  when  he  addressed  them  at  the 
Halifax  Sheraton  Hotel  on  Sept.  6. 

"This  is  not  solely  about  fish.  This  is  about  life,  and  the  land  and 
resources  that  support  our  existence  and  well-being.  This  is  about 
Canada's  persistent  policy  of  dispossession  of  our  lands  and  resources. 
This  is  about  a repressive  government  that  has  finally  showed  its  true 
face  to  the  world  in  the  past  few  weeks,"  he  said.  "This  is  Canada's 
hidden  character.  . . . Mr.  Dhaliwal,  you  are  responsible  for  attempts 
to  harm  or  perhaps  even  murder  our  people.  Thank  God  that  no  one  was 
killed.  Your  officials  tried.  That  is  clear  for  everyone  to  see.  Nothing 
could  be  more  obvious-running  over  our  boats,  attacking  people  in  the 
water,  sinking  boats.  What  a wanton  and  sickening  disregard  for  life 
your  troops  have  shown." 

DFO  officials  said,  immediately  after  the  incident,  that  an 
investigation  would  be  conducted.  The  spokesperson  said  it  was  possible 
there  was  a mechanical  problem  with  the  boat  or  some  other  explanation. 
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First  Nations  can't  meet  Corbiere  decision  deadline 
By  Paul  Barnsley 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
OTTAWA 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  is  saying  its  members  can't  meet  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada's  Nov.  20  deadline  to  accommodate  off-reserve 
residents  in  band  elections. 

Canada's  court  of  last  resort  struck  down  a section  of  the  Indian  Act 
in  the  Corbiere  case  last  year.  The  court  delayed  the  date  when  the 
decision  would  take  effect  for  18  months  in  order  to  give  the  Department 


of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  and  First  Nations'  councils  time  to  come 
up  with  a non-discriminatory  means  of  including  off-reserve  members  in 
band  politics. 

On  Sept.  27,  the  AFN  issued  a press  release  saying  the  government's  new 
regulations,  published  Sept.  2,  will  expose  First  Nations  to  "lawsuits 
and  potential  liabilities  as  a result  of  the  federal  government's  flawed 
handling  of  this  matter." 

"First  Nations  have  not  been  given  adequate  information  or  resources  to 
implement  the  new  election  regimes  that  will  be  in  force  after  Nov.  20," 
Matthew  Coon  Come,  the  national  chief,  said.  "We  are  suggesting  that 
First  Nations  turn  the  problem  back  to  its  originator  - the  federal 
government . " 

Dwight  Dorey,  president  of  the  Congress  of  Aboriginal  Peoples,  the 
national  organization  that  represents  off-reserve  residents,  doesn't 
have  much  sympathy  for  the  chiefs  on  this  issue. 

"My  position  is  that  the  time  allowed  by  the  courts  was  enough,"  he 
told  Windspeaker.  "The  AFN  and  Indian  Affairs  just  left  it  too  long.  I'm 
adamantly  opposed  to  any  delay  in  implementing  Corbiere." 

Several  court  cases  are  being,  have  been  or  soon  will  be  fought  over  the 
rights  of  off-reserve  members.  In  Alberta  especially,  oil-rich  bands  are 
not  anxious  to  have  their  political  control  threatened  by  the  inclusion 
of  off-reserve  members.  Some  First  Nation  political  observers  see 
trouble  on  the  horizon  for  Coon  Come  since  he  has  strong  support  in 
Alberta . 

The  AFN  press  release  said  the  organization  "welcomes  the  concept  of 
voting  rights  extending  beyond  reserve  boundaries.  This  is  consistent 
with  the  mobility  rights  of  First  Nations'  citizens  and  the  idea  that 
First  Nation  governments  represent  all  their  citizens.  This  strongly 
held  principle  is  a fundamental  part  of  National  Chief  Coon  Come's 
platform,  the  First  Nations'  Peoples  Agenda." 

While  the  AFN  claims  the  government  has  not  provided  enough  money  and 
expertise  to  clean  up  the  Indian  Act  and  allow  First  Nations  to  deal 
with  the  change  in  the  law,  Dorey  said  the  government  did  provide 
consultation  dollars. 

He  sees  the  effort  to  delay  the  implementation  of  Corbiere  to  be  a sign 
that  First  Nations  are  resisting  the  court  decision. 

"There's  been  a significant  increase  of  the  number  of  bands  that  have 
come  up  with  custom  election  codes,"  he  said.  "That  course  of  action  has 
led  to  the  exclusion  of  off-reserve  members." 
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No  teeth,  no  action,  charge  First  Nations 
By  Trina  Gobert 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
OTTAWA 

First  Nations  are  growing  impatient  with  the  Indian  Claims  Commission 
and  its  lack  of  authority  and  scope  in  regards  to  deciding  land  claim 
issues . 

"Right  now  the  government  is  the  judge,  the  jury  and  the  whole  thing. 
They've  got  all  the  power,"  said  Grand  Chief  Perry  Bellegarde  of  the 
Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations.  "That  is  not  proper.  That  is 
not  right.  So  we've  got  to  look  at  revamping  to  have  an  independent 
claims  tribunal  with  some  authority  and  power.  Right  now  they  are  just  a 
recommendatory  body  and  the  government  decides  in  what  manner  to  use 
their  finished  reports." 


Dames  Prentice,  ICC  co-chair,  said  the  powers  of  an  independent  claims 
body  are  subject  to  negotiation  between  Canada  and  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations . 

"Generally  speaking,  the  difficulty  that  this  commission  has  is  that  it 
doesn't  have  the  authority  to  make  binding  decisions,"  said  Prentice. 

"It  can  only  make  recommendations  and  the  commission  was  set  up  on  that 
basis . " 

The  Walpole  Island  First  Nation  concluded  working  with  the  ICC  last 
May  on  their  specific  land  claim  of  Boblo  Island.  The  First  Nation  is 
pleased  with  the  final  report  but  is  still  waiting  for  a response  from 
the  government. 

"The  commission  reviewed  and  verified  our  research  and  validated  our 
interest  in  Boblo  Island,  which  has  never  been  extinguished,"  said  Dr. 

Dean  lacobs,  director  of  research  for  Walpole  Island  First  Nation.  "We 
were  pleased  with  the  process.  The  issue  now  is  they  [the  government] 
are  saying  'don't  call  us,  we  will  call  you,'  and  we  haven't  heard  from 
anyone  yet." 

Once  the  ICC  releases  a finished  report  to  the  government,  the 
commission  no  longer  retains  any  authority  in  regard  to  how  or  if  the 
report  is  considered,  explained  Prentice. 

"The  government,  as  a courtesy,  advises  the  commission  of  their 
position,  but  then  that  is  the  end  of  it,"  said  Prentice.  "We  agree  it 
has  no  teeth  and  we  have  been  one  of  the  loudest  voices  in  saying  that 
that  needs  to  change.  But  I wouldn't  agree  that  it  serves  no  purpose, 
because  we  have  many,  many  First  Nations  that  come  to  the  commission." 

The  commission  has  finished  more  than  50  inquiry  reports  for  First 
Nations  since  its  work  began  in  1991.  The  ICC's  1998-1999  annual  report 
accounted  for  three  settlements  and  21  accepted  reports,  out  of  the 
inquiry  reports  it  presented  to  the  government.  Cases  relating  to 
fiduciary  duty,  treaty  land  entitlement,  and  prairie  land  surrender  are 
the  main  areas  in  which  it  operates. 

"Those  are  really  the  three  predominant  areas  that  our  work  comes  from; 
so  in  two  of  the  three  areas,  I think  the  commission  has  been  very 
successful,"  said  Prentice.  "The  government  disagrees  with  the  fiduciary 
duty  issue." 

"In  Saskatchewan  alone  we  have  over  500  specific  claims,"  countered 
Bellegarde.  "There  is  a backlog  to  our  claims  here  that  are  not  being 
dealt  with  adequately.  A more  appropriate  independent,  arms-length, 
mechanism  has  to  be  established  to  be  put  in  place  across  Canada  and 
they  have  got  to  get  behind  that." 

The  ICC  has  most  recently  disappointed  members  of  Carry  The  Kettle 
First  Nation.  Since  1997  the  First  Nation  has  been  working  closely  with 
the  ICC,  researching  the  band's  claim  that  the  Cypress  Hills  area  was  the 
selected  land  that  the  First  Nation  and  the  Crown  agreed  upon  in  the 
signing  of  Treaty  4 in  1877. 

When  the  Assiniboine  people  agreed  to  sign  the  treaty,  they  were  given 
the  chance  to  select  the  land  on  which  to  reside.  They  selected  their 
traditional  land  of  the  Cypress  Hills.  The  Crown  was  in  agreement  with 
the  selection  and  a "meeting  of  the  minds"  between  the  two  parties  was, 
in  the  Assinboine  people's  viewpoint,  established. 

"The  land  was  surveyed  as  the  agreed  selection.  A farm  instructor  was 
sent  to  teach  the  Assiniboine  people  agriculture,  and  they  were  given 
treaty  payment  as  residing  in  that  selected  area,"  said  Elsie  Koochicum, 
treaty  land  settlement/specific  claims  co-ordinator  of  the  First  Nation. 

In  1880,  the  government  forcibly  relocated  the  Assiniboine  by  cutting 
their  food  rations.  They  feared  the  people  would  join  the  Louis  Riel 
rebellion  that  was  going  on  nearby  at  the  time. 

"Big  Bear  and  Sitting  Bull  were  in  the  area  as  well.  There  were  around 
6,000  Indian  people,"  said  Koochicum.  "So  the  government  figured  that 
there  would  be  a major  rebellion  starting  up  and  I believe  they  had  only 
55  mounted  police  in  the  area." 

Although  the  Assiniboine  made  efforts  between  1881  and  1882  to  return  to 
their  traditional  homeland  where  they  faced  starvation,  they  eventually 
had  no  choice  but  to  relocate  to  the  area  in  which  the  First  Nation  is 
located  today. 


The  ICC  concluded  their  inquiry  by  stating  that  the  band  does  not  have  a 
reserve  in  the  Cypress  Hills  and  that  under  Canadian  law  a reserve  is 
not  a reserve  unless  both  the  First  Nation  and  the  government  recognize 
it  as  such. 

"We  asked  them  to  hold  off  on  their  report  and  not  to  send  it,  but  to 
come  and  explain  their  decision  to  the  community  in  person,"  said 
Koochikum.  "It  becomes  frustrating  because  our  Elders  partook  in  the 
inquiry  for  the  last  three  years  and  for  them  at  the  end  just  to  walk 
away  and  not  even  see  them,  I don't  think  that  is  very  respectful." 

"The  report  reflects  the  best  job  that  the  commission  can  do  in  terms  of 
its  thinking,  and  its  all  kind  of  set  out  in  the  report,"  said  Prentice. 

"I  have  heard  that  they  are  disappointed  and  I can  understand  that." 

The  commission  has  never  traveled  to  a community  and  got  into  a dialogue 
about  its  report  after  the  report  has  been  issued,  said  Prentice. 
Interpreting  the  finished  report  or  commenting  upon  it  with  others  would 
not  be  appropriate  for  the  commission  to  partake  in,  he  explained. 

"Our  authority  is  to  conduct  an  inquiry  and  make  a recommendation  and 
once  a recommendation  is  released  to  the  parties,  we  really  don't  have 
any  authority." 

Bellegarde  is  disappointed  with  the  recent  report  that  the  ICC  concluded 
for  Carry  The  Kettle  First  Nation. 

"Now  with  the  ICC  ruling  that  they  don't  have  a claim,  we  will  be 
assisting  them  (Carry  The  Kettle)  to  look  at  other  options,"  said 
Bellegarde. 

"Within  the  community,  our  Elders,  they  are  the  ones  who  are 
heart-broken , " said  chief  of  Carry  The  Kettle  First  Nation,  Kurt  Adams. 
"That  is  the  way  they  feel  because  as  far  as  we're  concerned,  we  are 
trying  to  get  justice  done  here.  We're  reaching  out  for  justice  but 
nothing  was  done. " 

Carry  The  Kettle  has  approached  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  Matthew  Coon  Come,  in  the  hopes  that  he  will  take  their  case  to 
the  international  forum  of  the  United  Nations. 
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Mark  W.  Hardin,  54,  was  sentenced  on  Dune  26  to  a charge  of  felony 
first  degree  sexual  conduct  with  a child.  Hardin  received  nine-months  to 
be  served.  In  addition,  he  received  25  years  probation  and  was  ordered 
to  pay  $1000  in  fines,  including  court  costs.  This  is  Hardin's  second 
charge  of  sexual  misconduct  within  a two-year  period.  Hardin  is 
originally  from  Wonder  Lake,  111.  In  March,  Hardin  was  the  subject  of  an 
online  powwow  alert  issued  by  the  Spotted  Eagle  Warriors  Society  in  Cass 
Lake,  Minn.  Hardin,  Caucasian,  was  known  to  hang  around  powwows  and  look 
for  children  to  molest.  He  was  described  as  having  a gift  of  gab  through 
which  he  gained  support  from  many  individuals  in  the  Indian  community. 

He  preyed  mainly  on  single-mother  families  with  young  boys. 

Hardin  presented  himself  as  a mentor  and,  after  gaining  the  parent's 
trust,  would  make  roaches  (head  ornaments  for  dance  outfits)  and  dance 
outfits  for  the  boys.  He  took  the  boys  for  sleepovers  at  his  Bemidji 
home  or  for  weekend  trips  on  the  powwow  circuit. 

He  is  serving  his  sentence  at  the  Pennington  County  Dail  in  Thief 
River  Falls.  He  received  three  months  credit  for  good  behavior  and  will  \ 
be  released  in  November.  (Robert  DesDarlait) 
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NATIVE  AMERICAN  RIGHTS  FUND  WELCOMES  NEWLY  ESTABLISHED 
NATIONAL  TRIBAL  JUSTICE  RESOURCE  CENTER 

BOULDER,  CO  - The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  (NARF)  is  pleased  to 
welcome  the  National  Tribal  Justice  Resource  Center  (NTJRC)  to  Boulder, 
Colorado.  The  Resource  Center  is  currently  setting  up  its  offices  at 
NARF ' s National  Indian  Law  Library  - 1522  Broadway. 

The  National  Tribal  Justice  Resource  Center,  a project  of  the  National 
American  Indian  Court  Judges  Association  (NAICJA),  has  been  established 
with  start-up  funding  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice's  Bureau  of 
Justice  Assistance.  The  purpose  of  the  Resource  Center  is  to  make 
available  a wide  range  of  resources  to  tribal  judges  and  court  personnel, 
as  well  as  tribal  justice  systems.  Some  initial  services  to  be  provided 
include: 

+ creating  a clearinghouse  of  existing  written  tribal  judicial  resources 
+ providing  a free  searchable  database  of  tribal  justice  system  opinions 
+ developing  and  expanding  internet  resources  available  to  tribal  courts 
+ establishing  a toll-free  "Helpline"  offering  technical  assistance 
+ establishing  a mentor  system  for  tribal  justice  systems 
+ assessing  tribal  justice  technical  assistance  needs 

Jill  Shibles  (Penobscot),  Executive  Director  of  the  Resource  Center, 
is  the  former  Chief  Judge  of  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribal  Court  in 
Connecticut,  Appellate  Justice  for  the  Passamaquoddy  Appellate  Court  of 
Maine  and  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Court  of  Appeals,  and  First  Vice- 
President  of  NAICJA.  She  will  be  joined  by  Tina  M.  Farrenkopf,  Esq. 
(Passamaquoddy)  who  will  assume  the  duties  of  Associate  Director  on 
November  1,  2000.  Farrenkopf  most  recently  was  the  Clerk  of  Courts  with 
the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribal  Court,  and  is  currently  the  Co-Chair  of  the 
United  South  and  Eastern  Tribe's  Inc.'s  Tribal  Justice  Committee.  The 
Resource  Center  is  presently  conducting  a national  search  for  its  third 
staff  position  of  Office  Manager  (www.naicja.org/jobs.htm). 

"The  National  Tribal  Justice  Resource  Center  has  the  potential  to 
provide  very  real  and  practical  benefits  to  every  Native  American  and 
Alaska  Native  tribal  justice  system  in  the  United  States,"  says  Jill 
Shibles.  "It  will  allow  us  to  assist  tribes,  to  strengthen  their  methods 
of  government  and  improve  the  climate  within  tribal  lands  for  economic 
prosperity  by  offering  tools  to  enhance  tribal  justice  systems." 

John  Echohawk,  Executive  Director  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund  is 
pleased  with  the  collaboration.  "NARF  is  very  honored  to  be  a partner  on  a 
project  of  this  caliber.  A national  resource  center  that  can  provide 
reference  and  technical  assistance  to  Indian  tribal  court  systems  is  long 
overdue.  We  look  forward  to  having  the  National  Indian  Law  Library  provide 
access  to  its  unparalleled  collection  of  tribal  opinions,  tribal  codes  and 
tribal  constitutions." 

The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  has  collaborated  with  NAICJA,  the 
Resource  Center's  parent  organization,  on  previous  projects.  Most  recently, 
NARF  and  NAICJA  worked  with  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  to 
develop  a Model  Tribal  Notice  Law  (MTNL).  If  adopted  by  Indian  Tribes,  the 
MTNL  would  provide  for  giving  adequate  and  timely  notice  to  Tribes  of 
cases  in  a Tribe's  court  to  which  the  Tribe  is  not  a party,  but  which 
raise  issues  of  tribal  sovereignty  or  tribal  jurisdiction.  The  three 
groups  are  also  developing  a similar  Model  State  Notice  Law. 


For  further  information  on  the  National  Tribal  Justice  Resource  Center, 
please  visit  www.tribalresourcecenter .org  or  www.naicja.org. 
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"Tribal  culture  and  traditions  play  very  heavily  in  this.  Some 
people  don't  think  tribal  law  should  be  used  to  extract  money 
from  people  this  way.  They  think  it's  too  draconian." 

Stan  O'Dell,  Arizona  Attorney  General's  Office 

Sunday,  10  September  2000 

Tribal  courts  seldom  recognize  state  decisions 
Child  support  orders  stalled 
By  Carol  Ann  Alaimo 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Debbie  Morales  says  the  road  to  her  financial  ruin  began  at  the  border  of 
the  Pascua  Yaqui  Indian  Reservation. 

It  wasn't  gambling  debts  that  pushed  the  South  Tucson  Police  dispatcher 
to  file  recently  for  personal  bankruptcy.  It's  the  trouble  she's  had 
getting  child  support  for  six  kids  she  had  with  her  Yaqui  ex-husband,  she 
says . 

Morales,  37,  is  one  of  thousands  of  Arizonans  who  have  discovered  a 
little-known  fact  about  the  state's  child  support  collection  system:  It 
often  hits  a legal  roadblock  when  entering  Indian  country. 

Most  of  the  state's  21  tribes  - including  the  two  in  the  Tucson  area  - 
do  not  automatically  honor  child  support  orders  issued  by  Arizona  courts, 
officials  say.  And  most  have  no  formal  system  for  chasing  down  parents  - 
usually  fathers  - if  they  don't  pay  up. 

That  can  leave  moms  like  Morales  tangled  in  legal  red  tape,  forced  to 
start  their  child  support  battles  all  over  in  a tribal  court  with  no 
guarantee  of  success. 

Most  tribal  courts  don't  dispense  the  same  penalties  the  state  courts 
impose  on  a nonpaying  parent,  such  as  suspending  a driver's  license, 
issuing  an  arrest  warrant  or  ordering  a parent  to  go  to  job  training  and 
find  work. 

"There's  no  such  thing  as  a deadbeat  dad  on  the  reservation,"  says 
Morales,  a non-Indian  who's  struggling  to  raise  her  brood  on  her  $10.60- 
an-hour  job. 

Fler  ex-husband,  Juan  Morales,  37,  said  in  an  interview  that  he  plans  to 
pay  off  his  $20,000  bill  for  back  child  support  but  is  currently 
unemployed  because  of  a back  problem. 

Rodolfo  Mares,  an  assistant  attorney  general  with  the  Yaqui  tribe,  says 
the  tribal  court  system  works  well  for  people  who  understand  it.  Most 
problems  arise  because  of  ignorance  of  tribal  law,  he  said. 

Bianca  Varelas,  an  administrator  in  Pima  County's  child  support 
enforcement  office,  puts  it  this  way:  "I'd  have  an  easier  time  collecting 
child  support  from  a father  in  Poland  than  from  someone  on  a reservation 
20  minutes  down  the  road." 

State  government  officials  have  no  firm  numbers,  but  estimate  several 
thousand  Arizona  parents  at  any  one  time  are  having  tribal  jurisdiction 
problems  when  trying  to  collect  support  or  establish  paternity. 

Pima  County  has  about  100  or  so  cases  like  this  on  the  books  at  any 
given  time,  out  of  almost  21,000  involving  court  orders. 

But  those  numbers  don't  reflect  parents  who  may  abandon  their  support 
claims  out  of  frustration,  officials  say. 

Such  legal  snags  occur  across  the  country  because,  by  law,  Indian  tribes 
are  sovereign  entities  with  the  right  to  run  their  own  courts  as  they  see 
fit . 

They  can't  be  forced  to  follow  the  same  rules  as  state  child  support 


agencies,  though  a handful  of  tribes  around  the  United  States  have  done  so 
voluntarily. 

Now  the  U.S.  government  is  trying  to  entice  more  tribes  to  follow  suit. 

Under  new  federal  regulations  expected  to  go  into  place  early  next  year, 
the  government  will  pay  90  percent  of  the  cost  for  tribes  to  set  up  their 
own  child  support  programs  compatible  with  non-tribal  systems. 

For  many  years,  child  support  collection  was  seen  as  a moot  point  in 
Indian  country  because  of  persistent  poverty  and  unemployment. 

But  with  casinos  generating  new  wealth  and  jobs  on  some  reservations, 
there's  renewed  interest  in  the  issue. 

Michael  Kharfen,  a spokesman  for  the  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  which  is  backing  the  new  native  child  support  plan,  says  that 
while  most  tribes  still  have  unemployment  rates  over  50  percent,  "we  do 
recognize  that  some  tribes  have  been  successful  with  gaming. 

"And  there  are  people  with  employment  and  income  and  earnings  as  a 
result  of  that . " 

Mares,  of  the  Yaqui  tribe,  disputes  widespread  jurisdictional  problems. 

"There  should  be  no  difficulty  getting  child  support  collection  on  a 
regular  basis,"  he  says,  provided  someone  knows  how  to  go  about  it. 

Most  tribes  require  "foreign"  court  orders  - those  from  a state  or 
county  court  - to  be  "domesticated"  before  they  are  acted  on.  That  means  a 
person  must  apply  to  a tribal  court  for  another  hearing.  A tribal  judge 
then  reviews  the  case  and  eventually  could  issue  a parallel  support  order. 

Stan  O'Dell,  a lawyer  in  the  Arizona  attorney  general's  child  support 
enforcement  section,  said  the  tribal  system  seems  to  work  best  in  cases  in 
which  the  Indian  parent  pays  willingly,  which  is  often  the  case. 

Problems  arise  when  a parent  won't  pay  and  the  tribal  courts  don't 
follow  up  to  force  the  issue,  O'Dell  said.  Some  tribal  courts  are  still  in 
their  infancy  and  may  vary  in  sophistication,  he  said,  and  some  tribes 
don't  have  courts  or  judges  at  all. 

Debbie  Morales  said  the  Yaqui  court  system  is  so  lax,  her  ex-husband  has 
skipped  his  last  three  child  support  hearings  without  any  legal 
consequences . 

If  those  no-shows  had  happened  in  county  court,  a warrant  would  have 
been  issued  for  the  man's  arrest,  county  officials  say. 

Morales  says  her  ex-husband  used  to  be  a devoted  dad  and  good  provider 
to  their  children,  now  ages  10  to  19.  But  he's  worked  only  sporadically 
since  moving  back  to  the  reservation  after  their  1994  divorce,  she  says. 

Each  time  he  leaves  a job.  Morales  says,  she  has  to  chase  him  down 
herself  and  take  him  back  to  tribal  court.  He's  now  about  $20,000  in 
arrears  from  missing  so  many  of  his  $448  a month  payments  over  seven  years, 
she  says. 

Duan  Morales,  an  iron  worker,  acknowledged  he  hasn't  attended  tribal 
court  to  explain  the  nature  of  his  health  condition  because  he  doesn't 
think  the  Yaqui  court  should  be  hearing  the  case  since  it  was  started  in  a 
Pima  County  court. 

He  said  he  has  paid  support  in  the  past  when  he  was  working,  and  plans 
to  again.  "Every  time  I start  working  I put  in  that  I owe  child  support.  I 
know  I'm  behind,"  he  said. 

By  comparison,  in  county  court,  chronic  nonpayers  are  monitored  by  a 
judge  - not  the  other  parent.  They  are  required  to  report  to  court  once  a 
month  and  can  be  ordered  to  find  work  or  attend  job  training. 

And,  they  can  be  sent  to  jail  if  they  don't  comply. 

Another  Tucson  woman  says  she  was  surprised  by  the  response  she  got  from 
the  Tohono  O'odham's  Desert  Diamond  Casino  when  a Pima  County  court 
ordered  her  ex-husband  to  pay  more  than  $300  a month  in  child  support. 

The  casino  returned  the  court  order  with  a form  letter,  "basically 
telling  me  that  they  were  a sovereign  nation  and  they  didn't  have  to  honor 
it,  period"  said  the  woman,  who  asked  not  to  be  identified  because  she 
said  she  was  afraid  of  retaliation  by  her  ex-husband. 

Alex  Ritchie,  an  aide  to  Tohono  O'odham  tribal  chairman  Edward  Manuel, 
agreed  Desert  Diamond  would  not  honor  a county  support  order  because  it 
isn't  valid  on  the  reservation. 

He  referred  questions  to  the  tribal  court  administration  office,  which 
did  not  return  repeated  calls. 


Kharfen,  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  said  that  under  the  new  federal 
rules,  tribes  would  have  the  power  to  use  sanctions  such  as  license 
suspensions  - and  in  extreme  cases,  arrests  - to  force  working  parents  to 
pay  up. 

And  they'd  have  to  honor  child  support  orders  from  state  courts,  without 
the  need  for  separate  tribal  court  proceedings. 

Tribes  would  also  have  to  register  their  own  support  orders  in  a 
national  registry  and  disclose  the  names  of  new  tribal  and  casino 
employees  to  a national  hiring  registry. 

Those  two  databases  are  now  crosschecked  to  track  down  parents  who  are 
ordered  to  pay  support  in  one  jurisdiction  but  dodge  payments  by  skipping 
town  to  work  elsewhere. 

But  those  concepts  may  be  a hard  sell  in  some  parts  of  Indian  country. 

O'Dell,  of  the  state  Attorney  General's  Office,  has  been  dealing  with 
tribal  child  support  issues  since  1994. 

He  says  many  tribal  leaders  balk  at  the  idea  of  jailing  so-called 
deadbeat  parents,  or  releasing  information  on  tribal  members  to  outside 
governments . 

"Tribal  culture  and  traditions  play  very  heavily  in  this.  Some  people 
don't  think  tribal  law  should  be  used  to  extract  money  from  people  this 
way.  They  think  it's  too  draconian." 

Yet  a few  Arizona  tribes  have  found  ways  to  work  with  state  officials. 

The  Navajo  Nation,  the  largest  tribe  in  the  country,  voluntarily  set  up 
a child  support  system  in  1997  because  of  pleas  from  single  mothers  on  the 
reservation,  says  Flora  Henderson,  of  the  tribal  program. 

Navajo  women  complained  they  couldn't  get  child  support  when  fathers  of 
their  kids  moved  off  reservation  and  went  to  work.  So  tribal  leaders 
turned  for  help  to  the  state  governments  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  which 
now  jointly  provide  about  $500,000  a year  to  run  the  program. 

Last  year,  the  Navajo  tribe  collected  $1  million  in  child  support.  Some 
went  to  reservation  women,  and  some  went  to  non-native  women  off  the 
reservation  who'd  had  children  with  Navajo  men. 

The  program  contains  some  twists  tailored  to  Navajo  culture.  For  example, 
a section  on  paternity  testing  notes  that  Navajo  people  consider  their 
blood  to  be  sacred  - but  specifically  mentions  that  men  cannot  raise  that 
spiritual  objection  to  get  out  of  taking  a paternity  blood  test. 

Other  provisions  respect  the  financial  limitations  of  some  Navajo 
parents,  Henderson  says. 

Those  who  don't  have  a job  can  work  off  their  child  support  obligations 
by  doing  chores  for  the  other  parent,  such  as  hauling  in  winter  firewood 
or  planting  crops.  "We've  actually  had  several  families  reconcile  that 
way,"  Henderson  says. 

The  Navajo  child  support  office  has  also  started  giving  lectures  to 
teens  at  local  high  schools. 

"We're  doing  this  because  it's  the  right  thing  to  do,  and  it's  what  our 
people  want,"  said  Henderson.  "And  if  we  didn't  do  it,  who  would  we  be 
hurting?  We'd  be  hurting  our  own  children." 

Contact  Carol  Ann  Alaimo  at  573-4138  or  at  caalaimo@azstarnet.com 

"RE : Tribal  Police  Officer's  Killer  Sentenced"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Oct  2000  17:44:07  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike. HACKS. Arizona. EDU> 
Subj : Tribal  police  officer's  killer  sentenced  to  42  years  (Fwd) 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/ news/ articles/1003copkillersent-ON. html 


Tribal  police  officer's  killer  sentenced  to  42  years 
Associated  Press 
Oct.  3,  2000  07:40 

PHOENIX  - A Whiteriver  man  was  sentenced  Monday  to  42  years 
in  prison  and  ordered  to  pay  about  $3,300  restitution  for 
murdering  White  Mountain  Apache  Tribal  police  officer  Tenny 
Gatewood  3r. 


Frank  Monte  Banashley  Sr.  will  have  to  serve  at  least  85 
percent  of  the  sentence  issued  by  ludge  Robert  C.  Broomfield 
under  federal  sentencing  rules. 

Banashley,  39,  pleaded  guilty  to  second-degree  murder.  As 
part  of  his  plea,  Banashley  admitted  that  he  and  his  son 
broke  into  the  Hawley  Lake  Store  on  Dec.  9 and  stole 
six-packs  of  beer  and  soda. 

The  pair  left  in  a pick-up  truck  and  were  stopped  by  Gatewood 
about  11:30  a.m.  As  Gatewood  started  to  arrest  Banashley  and 
placed  handcuffs  on  one  of  his  wrists,  Banashley  said,  "No 
you  can't  do  this  to  me"  and  the  men  struggled,  according  to 
court  records. 

Gatewood  drew  his  gun  and  told  Banashley  he  was  resisting 
arrest  then  shot  the  man  once  in  the  shoulder. 

At  that  point,  Banashley' s son,  who  had  stayed  in  the  truck, 
got  out  and  grabbed  Gatewood,  forcing  him  to  the  ground. 

The  elder  Banashley  then  picked  up  a rock  and  struck  Gatewood 
in  the  head  several  times  before  picking  up  the  officer's 
gun.  He  then  said,  "You  shoot  me.  I'll  shoot  you,"  placed  the 
gun  at  the  back  of  Gatewood's  head  and  pulled  the  trigger, 
according  to  court  records. 

An  autopsy  report  listed  both  blunt-force  trauma  and  a 
gunshot  wound  to  the  head  as  co-causes  of  death. 

Banashley' s son,  Frank  Hr.,  pleaded  guilty  to  accessory  after 
the  fact  to  the  second  degree  murder  of  a federal  officer.  He 
was  sentenced  to  nine  years  in  prison  and  ordered  to  pay 
restitution  of  about  $3,300. 

Before  the  incident,  the  Banashleys  lived  on  the  White 
Mountain  Indian  Reservation.  As  part  of  their  sentences,  if 
they  complete  their  time  in  prison,  they  may  not  return 
without  the  written  approval  of  their  probation  officers. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  9 October  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Self,  Terry 
#253-474 
PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  6/20/93 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 


Sitz,  Jonathan  Wesley 
#226-595 
2294  Slagle  Rd . 
Leesville,  LA  71446 


Eugene  Little  Fox  Baxter 


Manuel  Redwoman 


ADC  15041713400 

ASPC-Safford/Tonto  Unit 

P.0.  Box  #2400 

Safford,  AZ  85548 

Send  herbs  to 

c/o  Chaplain(N. A. I . ) 

Arizona  State  Prison  Compl 

Tonto  Unit 

P.0.  Box  #2400 

Safford,  AZ  85548 


# 24920 

700  Conley  Lake  Road 
Deerlodge  MT  59722 
Ancestry:  Northern  Cheyenne 


Safford 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Janet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  Janet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Jail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640429,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Sun,  08  Oct  2000  23:24:03  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis(3epix.net> 

Subj : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School,  August  19,  1887 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . ST JOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA.  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  19,  1887  NO.  2 


If  in  this  world  you  would  succeed. 

You  must  be  brave  and  true; 

Don't  stand  aloof  and  slight  your  work 
Because  'tis  hard  to  do. 

If  troubles  come  and  sorrows  rise. 

Then  show  yourself  a man; 


Let  courage  nerve  you  for  your  work. 
And  do  the  best  your  can. 


And  in  your  study  or  your  play. 
Determine  to  excel; 

Don't  lag  behind,  but  "hoe  your  row," 
And  strive  to  hoe  it  well. 

In  all  your  play,  in  all  your  work. 
Dust  try  the  golden  plan; 

Be  ready,  active,  brave  and  bold. 

And  do  the  best  you  can. 

Life's  battle  now  is  fairly  on. 

And  there  is  work  to  do. 

Will  you  be  active  in  the  fight. 

And  to  your  colors  true? 

You  see  the  men  around  you  now 
Who  thus  their  lives  began; 

Then  courage  take,  brave  efforts  make. 
And  do  the  best  you  can. 


THE  MAN-ON-THE-BAND-STAND  TALKS  WITH  MISS  BURGESS  AFTER  HER  RETURN 
FROM  DAKOTA. 


M.O.T.B.S.:  "Did  you  really  find  the  Indians  so  filthy  as  you  would 
have  us  believe  from  your  last  letter? 

M.B.:  "Yes,  indeed!  Why  if  I should  describe  the  worst  things  I saw 
you  would  not  allow  such  a letter  to  be  published  in  your  little  paper. 
Many  of  the  Indians  are  very  unclean,  but  I do  not  care  to  talk  of 
that.  They  are  no  worse  than  the  low  people  of  our  crowded  cities,  and 
in  many  respects  not  half  so  bad." 

M.O.T.B.S.:  "That  is  true!  Can  you  not  give  us  an  account  of  the  more 
interesting  things  you  witnessed." 

M.B.:  "I  can  tell  you  about  the  beef  issue.  Will  that  do?" 

M.O.T.B.S.:  "Certainly.  Certainly!  That  will  do  very  well.  I saw  you 
both  at  Rosebud  and  Pine  Ridge  and  noticed  that  you  took  down  the  main 
points . " 

M.B.:  "Well,  at  Rosebud  the  issue  came  on  Monday  and  on  Sunday  before, 
the  Indians  from  all  parts  of  the  reservation  came  into  the  Agency. 

Some  came  in  lumber  wagons;  many  on  horseback  and  a few  in  carriages. 

They  bring  the  whole  family,  usually,  dogs  and  all,  and  tent  for  the 
night . 

In  the  morning  bright  and  early  they  began  to  make  preparations  for 
the  happy  day. 

The  young  men  put  on  paint  and  feathers  and  donned  their  brightest 
blankets,  their  best  moccasins  and  most  elaborately  trimmed  leggings. 

The  young  women  wore  gay-colored  skirts,  and  shawls  and  those  who 
could  afford  it  had  on  elk-teeth  sacks.  They,  too,  paint  their  faces 
yellow  and  green  and  red,  and  the  part  to  the  hair  is  given  some 
brilliant  color. 

Horse-racing  and  games  are  indulged  in  before  the  issue  begins,  and 
every  one  has  a chance  to  see  every  one  else  and  talk  over  the  news  or 

gossip  a while.  It  is  truly  a gala  day  for  young  and  old. 

Now  let  us  turn  our  eyes  from  the  wonderful  spectacle  before  us  - of 
three  thousand  restless,  prancing,  dashing  horse-back  Indians  scattered 
over  the  prairie,  to  the  poor  penned  up  cattle,  who  show  by  their 
excited  movements  that  something  terrible  is  in  store  for  them. 

In  one  corral  there  are  about  200  head  of  fine-looking  fat  cattle.  In 
with  them  riding  around  among  the  long  horns  are  three  or  four  brave 
cowboys . 

Now  they  drive  them  through  a gate  which  opens  on  a pair  of  scales. 

The  cattle  do  not  like  the  looks  of  the  gate,  and  it  takes  considerable 

urging  to  make  them  go  in,  four  and  five  head  at  a time. 

When  squarely  on  the  scales,  the  gate  is  securley  fastened,  the  cattle 
weighed  and  the  number  called  out  and  written  down  by  three  or  four 


different  parties  detailed  by  the  Agent  and  the  contractors  to  watch  the 
weights  that  there  may  be  no  cheating  on  either  side. 


Continued  on  Fourth  Page. 
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The  Indian  Helper. 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY,  AT  THE  INDIAN 
INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA.  BY  THE 
INDIAN  PRINTER  BOYS. 


Price:  - 10  cents  a year. 

(Five  cents  extra  for  every  change  of  address 
after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


MISS  FISHER  TAKES  US  A TRIP  TO  MT.  WASHINGTON. 


A year  ago  the  girls  and  boys  of  the  HELPER  went  with  me  to  call  on 
Mrs.  President  Cleveland  in  the  beautiful  city  of  Washington.  This  year 
they  may  go  to  see  the  chief  of  the  Presidential  Range  of  Mountains  - 
Mt.  Washington. 

If  we  could  only  touch  Aladdin's  lamp,  and  all  go  there  in  reality, 
but  we  will  do  the  best  we  can  with  the  mind's  eye,  and  they  shall  be 
highly  favored  and  make  two  trips  - one  right  into  the  midst  of  as  dense 
a cloud  as  ever  hung  over  a mountain,  and  the  other  on  a bright  sunny 
day. 

Friday  at  1:40  P.M.  we  left  the  pretty  village  of  Plymouth,  N.H.,  and 
for  two  hours  rode  through  a beautiful  country;  the  hills  gradually 
growing  higher,  till  we  found  ourselves  among  the  White  Mountains,  and 
as  the  cars  came  to  a stand-still  the  breakman  shouted  "Fabyan's." 

Think  of  three  "Girls'  Quarters"  joined  together  and  you  will  know  the 
size  of  this  fine  hotel. 

On  the  first  floor  are  the  large  hall,  parlors,  dining  room  - all  made 
pleasing  with  baskets  and  pots  of  ferns,  Japanese  umbrellas,  fans  and 
other  pretty  ornaments. 

The  first  thing  to  do  on  entering  is  to  register  - that  is  write  name 
in  a big  book.  Then  a bell-boy  takes  you  to  your  room  upstairs. 

Soon  I came  down  and  seated  myself  in  one  of  the  comfortable  chairs  on 
the  balcony;  and  there  I saw  Mt.  Washington  was  in  front  of  us  several 
miles  away,  but  its  top  was  capped  with  a cloud. 

That  night  I went  to  bed  with  a big  wish  I can  tell  you,  for  a bright 
tomorrow. 

In  the  morning  the  sun  did  shine  for  a little  while  and  though  the 
clouds  began  to  gather,  about  a dozen  people,  who  like  myself  thought  they 
must  go  then  or  never  at  9:20  took  an  open  car,  called  an  "Observation 
Car,"  to  the  base  of  the  Mt.;  then  changed  into  the  one  coach  drawn  by  the 
strong  little  engine  that  looks  as  if  it  were  kneeling  on  its  front  legs, 
being  built  in  this  way  so  that  the  smoke-stack  may  be  vertical  in  going 
up  or  coming  down  hill. 

The  clouds  thickened  about  us,  and  we  went  slowly  up  between  walls  of 
fog,  the  engine  pushing  behind  and  giving  a "click"  "click"  as  the 
cog-wheels  worked  along  the  cog-rail. 

We  could  see  the  track  for  a little  distance  in  front,  slanting  like 
the  steep  part  of  a toboggan  slide. 

After  a ride  of  an  hour  and  a quarter,  we  were  at  the  top,  and  found 
ourselves  in  a furious  rain-storm. 


A man  with  a big  umbrella  stood  at  the  car  door  and  helped  us  across 
the  platform  into  the  hotel,  which  is  a much  larger  building  than  one 
would  expect  to  find  so  high  up  among  the  clouds. 

A bright  coal  fire  was  burning  in  the  large  hall  and  people  were  glad 
to  gather  around  it  and  get  warmed  and  dried. 

In  one  corner  of  the  hall  a lady  was  selling  pictures,  and  all  manner 
of  pretty  things  mostly  made  of  wood,  with  views  of  the  mountains  on 
them,  and  nothing  was  cheap,  I assure  you.  One  sheet  of  paper  and 
envelope  cost  10  cents. 

While  we  were  taking  our  dinner,  which  we  made  as  long  as  possible  for 
two  reasons,  one  being  that  we  had  nothing  else  to  do,  and  the  other 
that  it  cost  $1.50  apiece,  the  rain  ceased,  and  every  one  grew  happier. 

I went  out  but  could  not  see  two  rods  away,  then  I realized  that  we 
were  really  among  the  clouds;  and  now  I know  what  those  beautiful  white 
masses  in  the  sky  are  made  of;  and  they  are  wet,  to  say  the  least. 

The  wind  blew  hard,  and  when  I was  about  setting  out  to  see  where  one 
of  the  plank  walks  led,  a gentleman  said,  "You'd  better  let  me  go  with 
you,  or  you  will  blow  away,"  and  I don't  know  but  I should  have. 

After  that  I went  in  the  writing  room,  where  there  were  pens  and  ink, 
and  wrote  letters  till  time  for  train  to  start  on  the  downward  trip  at  2 
o ' clock. 

We  were  a disappointed  party  for  we  knew  those  walls  of  fog  were 
hiding  from  us  wonderful  sights. 

The  second  journey  we  will  take  at  another  time. 


A pleasant  letter  from  Carlos  Montezuma,  our  educated  Apache  friend 
who  is  studying  medicine  in  Chicago,  and  clerking  in  a drug  store  to  pay 
his  way  through  College,  expresses  gratification  to  hear  of  our  success 
in  raising  money  for  the  new  buildings  going  up  here  this  summer.  Says 
he,  "I  hope  the  time  will  come  when  all  of  the  buildings  will  be  donated 
by  wealthy  ^Indians*." 
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Camp  will  break  next  week. 


Miss  Irvine  is  off  on  a month's  leave. 


Miss  E.  Patterson  returned  Saturday  night. 


Miss  Stafford  is  attending  college  at  Ada,  Ohio. 


Big  boys'  quarters  will  be  done  in  two  weeks. 


Our  girls  are  making  handsome  bead-work  this  vacation. 


Mr.  Campbell  was  down  from  camp  a few  minutes,  Saturday. 


The  grass  on  our  parade  never  was  more  beautiful  than  now. 


School  is  to  open  on  the  first  with  Miss  Fisher  as  Acting  Principal. 


Mr.  Iordan  and  his  boys  are  busy  getting  the  boilers  in  shape. 


Don't  deceive  even  in  little  things!  It  is  just  as  bad  as  lying  or 
stealing.  Don't  do  it! 


Miss  Fisher  returned  to  us  Tuesday,  having  spent  a pleasant  month 
among  friends  in  New  England. 


Miss  Cutter  writes  from  her  New  England  home  that  she  is  having  a good 
rest  and  enjoying  her  vacation  immensely. 


Captain  Pratt  returned  unexpectedly  from  Ocean  Grove,  Tuesday 
morning.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  thinks  he  did  not  stay  half  long 
enough  to  get  a good  rest. 


Miss  Burgess  found  the  neatest,  cleanest  printing-office  she  ever  saw 
when  she  got  back  from  Dakota.  The  boys  did  splendidly  all  the  time  and 
deserve  a great  deal  of  credit. 


Mr.  Standing's  talk  Saturday  about  what  he  saw  in  Indian  Territory  was 
very  interesting  and  to  the  point.  Oh,  if  our  pupils  could  only  see 
with  OUR  eyes  what  would  be  good  for  them! 


Pollock  Spottedtail  is  working  in  a little  printing-office  at  Rosebud 
Agency,  Dak.  He  is  putting  to  a very  severe  test  the  knowledge  gained 
in  only  four  months  in  this  office. 


After  three  months  faithful  and  most  efficient  service  in  the 
printing-office,  D.B.  Given  has  closed  out  his  work  with  us  and  entered 
upon  a two  weeks  vacation,  to  make  ready  for  a year's  study  in  the  town 
high  school,  from  where  he  hopes  to  graduate  next  summer. 


When  rules  are  partly  given  up  and  the  pupils  are  allowed  to  do  nearly 
as  they  please  that  is  the  time  we  can  easily  find  out  the  weak  ones.  A 
boy  who  keeps  in  place  because  he  is  afraid  to  disobey  is  made  of  poor 
stuff.  A boy  who  keeps  in  place  becasue  he  wants  to  do  right  is  the  one 
who  will  take  the  lead  in  this  world.  He  is  a boy  of  PRINCIPLE. 

The  new  Sioux  girls  do  not  seem  to  be  at  all  home  sick.  Some  of  the 
older  boys  felt  a little  sad  the  next  day  after  arrival. 


Ah,  ha!  Those  little  girls  will  not  eat  the  bark  of  strange  trees  any 
more  we  guess.  About  a dozen  were  sick  Saturday  night. 


Miss  Agnes  Woodman,  Bucks  Co.,  who,  it  will  be  remembered  visited  our 
school  in  the  spring,  reports  that  at  a large  temperance  meeting  held  at 
Buckingham  meeting  house  on  the  13th  eleven  of  our  boys  working  in  that 
county  on  farms,  took  part  in  a concert  recitation,  a class  recitation 
and  made  speeches,  and  did  their  parts  well. 


We  are  pleased  to  record  that  our  Omaha  friend,  Mr.  Frank  LaFlesche, 
who  has  been  for  several  years  past  in  a subordinate  position  in  the 
Indian  Department  at  Washington,  has  just  been  promoted  to  a $1200 
clerkship.  His  promotion  was  made  solely  on  the  score  of  proven 
fitness,  and  as  the  Phila.  Press  says  editorially,  "His  case  is  one 
which  is  full  of  encouragement  for  the  philanthropic  men  and  women  who 
are  working  so  earnestly  for  the  betterment  of  his  race." 


Camp  Items. 

The  camp  was  visited  by  Messrs.  McFadden  and  Goodyear.  The  cars  came 
a little  too  soon  for  them  Monday  morning,  and  they  were  obliged  to  run 
half  dressed  to  make  the  train,  but  they  got  there  and  finished  their 
wardrobe  after  making  sure  of  a ride. 

Mrs.  Campbell  and  Irene,  were  up  for  a day. 

Blackberries  are  nearly  ripe,  and  ther  will  be  plenty  of  elderberries . 

Misses  Ella  Patterson  and  Bender  spent  Wednesday  with  us. 

I.  B.  Given  and  Hesse  Woodward  came  Wednesday  to  stay  a week  in  the 
mountains . 

Mr.  Lewis  and  wife  and  grandchild  stopped  over  on  their  way  to 
Gettysburg  from  Carlisle. 

The  camp  has  several  pets:  Work  Together  has  adopted  Hohn,  one  of 
Mrs.  Howe's  dogs  and  John  has  all  the  delicacies  that  the  camp  affords 
while  Henry  Brezette  and  Richard  Coulter  each  have  a kitten  to  whom  they 
give  their  share  of  the  milk. 

The  mountains  are  full  of  hazlenuts  and  "chincapins"  but  they  will  not 
be  ripe  until  after  we  break  camp. 

A large  party  from  Mt.  Holly  visited  the  camp  Tuesday  afternoon  and 
seemd  to  have  a pleasant  time.  With  the  party  was  a lady  from 
Philadelphia  who  had  20  Indian  girls  in  her  school. 

Frank  West  and  Albert  Anderson  are  at  camp  for  the  rest  of  the  term. 


Obed  Rabbit  visited  camp  again  on  Wednesday. 

Chas.  Redmore,  Alex.  Manabove,  Loomis  Smith  and  Noble  Prentiss  visited 
camp  on  Sunday  while  Ocoyame  and  lohson  Webster  paid  the  school  a visit 
the  same  day. 
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Continued  From  First  Page. 

From  the  scales  the  cattle  are  driven  through  a shute  made  narrow  at 
the  bottom  and  sloping  out  toward  the  top  which  is  about  five  feet  from 
the  ground.  This  trough-like  shute  is  just  wide  enough  to  admit  one 
animal  and  long  enough  for  eight  or  ten  to  stand  one  behind  the  other. 

The  cattle  don't  like  to  go  through  the  shute , and  would  not  if  they 
were  not  beaten  with  heavy  sticks  and  kicked  and  yelled  at  or  otherwise 
brutally  forced. 

When  once  in,  they  are  packed  as  closely  together  as  they  can  stand 
one  behind  the  other,  and  a bar  is  placed  across  the  shute  to  the  rear 
of  the  last  animal  and  there  the  creatures  have  to  stand  and  be  branded 
with  red-hot  irons. 

Poor  things!  How  they  do  squirm  and  kick  and  twist  to  get  away,  but  it 
is  of  no  use. 

Once  in  awhile  a fierce  animal  manages  to  get  over  the  side,  and  once 
I saw  a steer  fall  over  backwards,  and  there  in  that  narrow  place  he  lay 
with  feet  up  in  the  air. 

There  was  no  way  to  get  him  up  but  by  lifting  him  by  the  head  and 
turning  him  end  over  end. 

I expected  every  moment  to  see  his  neck  broken,  but  it  didn't  break. 

Often  a horn  is  broken  off  close  to  the  head,  or  other  injury  produced 
which  must  cause  intense  suffering. 

But  white  people  and  Indians  alike  become  callous,  and  the  brutal 
treatment  of  these  poor  dumb  animals  is  looked  upon  with  seeming 
indifference  by  all  and  actual  pleasure  by  some. 

As  fast  as  the  cattle  are  branded  they  are  turned  into  an  open  corral. 

When  all  are  finished  they  are  run  into  the  original  corral  and  driven 
through  the  shute  again  for  issuing. 

Every  thirty  Indian  receive  a beef.  The  Indians  are  formed  into  what 
are  called  consolidations. 

Each  consolidation  has  a head  whose  name  alone  appears  on  the  beef 
issue  roll. 

The  agent  employs  the  loudest  voiced  Indian  as  crier  and  as  the 
animals  pass  out  of  the  shute  one  at  a time  and  are  turned  loose  upon 
the  prairie,  the  name  of  the  head  of  each  consolidation  is  called,  and 
one  or  two  young  men  then  give  chase  to  the  frightened  beast. 

Now  comes  the  excitement!  The  Indians  imagine  they  are  on  the  buffalo 
hunt,  and  away  they  go,  whooping  and  yelling  and  shooting  at  the  wold 
steers  running  in  different  directions. 

Sometimes  a wounded  animal  dashes  with  mad  fury  among  the  quiet 
lookers-on . 

Then  there  is  a great  scattering,  and  the  loud  hurrahs  and  frightened 
shouts  of  men  and  women  only  add  to  the  excitement  and  pleasure  of  the 
occasion . 

In  a short  time  the  full  200  are  killed,  and  groups  of  Indians  all 
around  far  and  near  may  be  seen  dressing  the  meat. 

If  I should  describe  the  way  the  Indian  women  dress  an  oxj  how  they 
eat  the  liver  and  kidneys  raw,  the  blood  streaming  down  each  side  of  the 
mouth,  and  how  they  mix  the  filthy  parts  of  the  beef  with  the  clean,  and 
throw  all  together  in  the  bottom  of  a dirty  wagon  and  haul  it  in  the 
broiling  hot  sun  for  miles,  I am  afraid  you  would  not  relish  meat. 

Indeed  it  takes  a very  nicely  prepared  tenderloin  to  tempt  my  meat 
appetite,  since  looking  upon  that  awful  scene. 

But  as  you  pass  around  through  the  camps  a few  days  after,  and  see 
meat,  see  nothing  but  meat  everywhere,  strung  on  poles  to  dry  you  can't 
help  but  think  it  looks  nice  and  clean. 

Most  Indians  would  rather  have  meat  to  eat  than  any  other  food,  and 
now  that  the  buffalo  are  no  more,  many  of  the  bribes  are  supplied  as 
above  described. 


How  much  better  and  more  manly  though  it  is  for  men  to  earn  their  food 
by  honest  work  as  our  boys  on  farms  and  at  the  school  are  doing. 

They  who  depend  upon  rations  without  work  are  the  Indians  who  are 
killing  themselves  off  by  their  own  laziness  and  filthy  habits. 

I was  glad  to  see  that  some  did  not  depend  wholly  upon  the  beef  and 
flour  given  by  the  agent.  As  we  passed  around  among  the  camps  we  came 
upon  patches  of  corn,  potatoes  and  watermelons. 

And  many  were  putting  up  hay  for  winter  and  building  log-houses, 
showing  that  the  Indians  are  beginning  to  look  ahead  and  provide  for  the 
future . 

Some  years  ago  when  we  first  went  to  Pine  Ridge  and  Rosebud,  there 
were  no  such  signs  of  progress. 


A Puzzle. 

Two  0's  two  N's  an  L and  a D. 

Now  come  my  dear  friends  and  spell  it  for  me. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  - Blackfeet  Reservation. 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. ) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajoe  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  5 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 

"RE : Rustywire:  Broken  Leg"  

Date:  Tue,  13  Dun  2000  21:45:26  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : broken  leg 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

"Get  rid  of  it,  it  is  no  good.  It  has  fleas  and  it's  not  worth  anything., 
it  can't  follow  the  sheep  around  and  it  will  just  eat  and  eat.  Take  it  to 
the  trading  post  and  leave  it  there.  If  I see  it  I am  going  to  shoot  it." 

Stewy  opened  the  screen  door  and  went  to  the  side  of  the  house  and  sat 
down  in  the  dirt.  He  softly  touched  the  skinny  black  dog  sitting  next  to 
him.  He  looked  like  an  old  one,  it  had  gray  whiskers  and  the  eyes  that 
looked  tired. 

Stewy  sat  there  and  pushed  his  long  hair  back  behind  his  head,  and  moved 
the  knot  in  his  headband  from  the  side  of  his  to  the  back,  Apache  style. 
Shimasani,  Grandma  had  tied  his  hair  back  to  keep  it  out  of  his  eyes,  and 
told  him  he  looked  like  a singer  with  it  tied  like  that.  He  didn't  like  it 
so  he  moved  the  knot  to  the  back. 

He  put  his  head  down  between  his  knees  and  looked  at  the  shadow  of  his 
legs  on  the  ground.  He  moved  his  fingers  through  the  soft  earth,  and 
thought .. .What  to  do,  what  can  I do. 

His  father  came  out  and  walked  across  the  open  ground  and  headed  out  to 


the  corral  to  fix  something.  He  was  always  over  there  making  noise. 
Sometimes  he  could  be  mean,  and  hard.  Today  he  was  that  way,  so  Stewy  put 
his  arm  around  the  dog  next  to  him  and  held  him  close.  His  wet  snout 
pushed  against  his  neck.  As  his  father  disappeared  behind  a couple  of 
cedars,  he  looked  at  the  dog  next  to  him. 

Early  this  morning  he  heard  a dog  whimpering,  moaning  and  it  woke  him  up 
He  got  dressed  and  went  down  the  hill  to  the  road  and  saw  the  dog  below 
down  by  the  wash.  The  dog  was  laying  there  by  the  water,  a small  stream. 
Stewy  had  some  left  over  tortilla  in  his  pocket  and  gave  the  dog  a piece 
of  bread. 

The  left  front  leg  was  bent,  it  was  clearly  broken,  and  there  was  a spot 
of  red,  an  open  wound.  He  spoke  to  the  dog,  it  was  not  familiar  to  him. 
"Nchaa,  Nchaa... it  is  ok,  don't  cry"  he  said.  He  picked  up  the  dog  which 
almost  as  big  as  him  and  after  a couple  of  tries  made  it  up  the  road.  He 
carried  it  to  the  back  of  the  Cha-oh,  the  open  air  shade  house  and  put  it 
there.  He  brought  some  water  and  left  over  bread. 

Che,  Grandpa  and  Shimasani,  Grandma  were  up  on  the  mountain.  Che  would 
know  what  to  do,  but  he  was  not  here,  their  small  house  next  door  was 
empty. 

He  had  seen  his  father  splint  a broken  leg  one  time  and  thought  to  try 
that.  He  found  a piece  of  wood,  and  an  old  t-shirt  and  tore  it  up  and 
strapped  the  dog's  leg  up  with  it.  The  dog  moaned  but  did  not  try  to  bite 
him.  It  seemed  to  know  this  six  year  old  was  trying  to  help  him. 

He  left  the  dog  and  went  to  go  eat.  At  breakfast  he  asked  his  mother 
what  happens  to  animals  when  they  break  their  bones.  She  said,  ask  your 
Dad.  His  father  had  fed  the  horses  some  grain,  and  was  just  finished 
washing  his  hands  and  threw  the  water  out  from  the  wash  basin.  He  was  a 
gruff  man,  Stewy  was  afraid  to  talk  to  him  sometimes,  but  this  morning  he 
asked  him  about  it.  His  father,  listened  as  he  ate  blue  cornmeal  mush.  His 
father  told  Stewy  that  sometimes  you  can  fix  them,  but  most  times  you  just 
have  to  get  rid  of  it,  the  animal  is  no  good.  If  it  is  one  of  those  sheep 
over  there,  motioning  to  the  corral  then  we  butcher  right  there. 

What  about  a dog? 

You  can't  help  them  it  is  better  to  just  get  rid  of  it.  The  are  too  much 
trouble.  He  finished  his  mush,  and  looked  at  Stewy,  do  you  have  a dog  like 
that? 

Stewy  looked  at  his  father  and  slowly  said,  I found  one  this  morning  by 
the  road.  Is  it  one  of  ours,  his  father  said.  No,  it  is  a black  dog,  I 
don't  know  who  it  belongs  to.  I don't  think  it  belongs  to  the  Upshaws,  or 
the  Belones,  or  Dohnny  Nez. 

Then  it  is  a wild  dog,  those  kind  are  not  good,  the  eat  the  sheep.  You 
have  to  shoot  those  kind.  Stewy  looked  at  his  father  with  large  open  eyes. 

This  one  is  not  wild,  he  just  layed  there  when  I found  him,  he  didn't 
bark,  or  try  to  bite,  Stewy  said. 

His  father  told  him.  You  can't  trust  wild  dogs,  they  can  bite,  and  they 
carry  all  kinds  of  bugs,  and  they  can  make  you  sick.  Maybe  I will  just 
shoot  it. 

Stewy  got  up  and  ran  out  of  the  house  swinging  the  screen  door.  His 

father  laughed  as  he  sat  back  down.  Stewy  could  hear  his  mother  getting 

after  his  father  as  he  ran  to  the  Chaoh.  The  splint  he  had  made  was  all 
twisted  up,  and  the  dog  had  chewed  the  ties  off.  He  was  laying  on  the 
ground  quietly.  Stewy  took  a rope  and  tied  it  around  the  dog  and  took  it 
to  a spot  to  the  West,  where  a ridge  came  up  like  a dinosaur  back  and  hid 
the  dog  there,  tying  him  to  a cedar  tree.  He  went  to  a juniper  and 

stripped  the  shaggy  bark  and  made  a bed  for  the  dog.  He  would  take  care  of 

it  until  it  was  fixed. 

Each  day  he  went  there  bringing  the  dog  some  food  and  water  and  each 
time  he  found  the  splints  he  made  did  not  stay  on.  He  found  different 
pieces  of  wood  and  iron  tried  to  use  them,  but  they  always  came  off.  The 
leg  was  still  broken  and  the  wound  wouldn't  heal,  the  dog  whinced  when  it 
moved . 

Stewy  thought  about  what  to  do,  and  realized  that  maybe  his  father  was 
right.  I guess  sometimes  we  can't  fix  somethings  no  matter  how  hard  we  try 
It  is  a hard  thing  to  accept.  This  is  what  he  though  that  maybe  there  was 
nothing  to  do  but  get  rid  of  the  dog.  He  thought  for  a long  tme  about 


shooting  it,  but  he  could  not  get  the  rifle  in  the  storage  room,  it  was 
always  locked  up. 

He  then  thought  about  finding  something  to  give  it  to  eat  so  it  would  be 
out  it's  misery.  He  thought  how  do  you  go  about  such  things.  It  is  a hard 
thing  to  do  and  decided  to  give  it  a bunch  of  pills  that  were  on  the  shelf 
about  the  sink,  they  were  old  and  no  one  used  them.  There  were  alot  of 
those  pills  there,  collected  from  the  Indian  Health  Clinic. 

As  his  aunt  was  butchering  a sheep,  he  helped  out  and  snuck  off  with  a 
piece  of  mutton.  He  put  the  pills  he  found  in  the  middle  of  it,  cutting  a 
hiding  place  in  it.  He  went  to  the  dog,  and  as  he  saw  it  the  dog  could 
smell  the  meat  and  sat  up,  his  ears  pointed  to  the  sky.  He  didn't  give  the 
meat  to  the  dog  for  a long  while,  sitting  on  a rock  for  a long  time  and 
thought  about  what  he  was  going  to  do.  "There  is  nothing  more  I can  do  for 
you  Dog  with  the  Broken  Leg... don't  you  see  I can't  fix  your  leg.  You  keep 
tearing  off  the  bandages,  and  I have  no  more  t-shirts  to  wear  because  of 
it."  He  then  gave  the  dog  the  meat  and  left,  crying  as  he  walked  away. 

Stewy  stayed  away  till  evening,  and  went  up  with  a small  folding  army 
shovel  to  bury  the  dog.  It  was  a good  place,  with  high  ground.  If  I was  a 
dog  I would  like  to  buried  there  he  thought. 

As  he  got  near  the  ridge,  he  could  see  the  dog  laying  there  quietly 
under  that  cedar  tree.  He  stepped  closer,  pushing  back  the  tears  that  came 
to  his  eyes. 

Stewy  stepped  closer,  when  the  Dog  with  the  Broken  Leg,  jumped  up  and 
was  frisky.  He  wasn't  dead,  the  crazy  dog  wasn't  dead  but  still  alive.  It 
surprised  Stewy  and  so  he  held  the  dog  in  his  arms  close  and  tight  and  sat 
there  for  a long  time.  "I  am  glad  you  are  not  dead.  Broken  Leg,"  he  said 
to  him  and  tied  up  his  leg  and  went  back  down  the  hill  to  the  house. 

Stewy 's  father  had  been  working  around  the  corral  and  was  fixing  the 
sheds  and  different  things  that  father's  work  on.  He  had  been  watching 
Stewy  go  up  to  the  ridge  everyday  to  the  same  spot  and  was  wondering  what 
he  was  doing  there. 

At  suppertime  he  went  to  eat  and  Stewy  was  there.  He  asked  Stewy  what  he 
was  doing  going  back  and  forth  to  the  ridge.  Stewy  almost  choked  on  his 
stew,  and  coughing  said,  "Nothing. ...  just  playing". 

"I  think  I am  going  up  there  after  I eat",  his  father  said.  Stewy  just 
looked  at  his  father  with  a worried  face  and  didn't  say  anything.  His 
mother  made  rice  pudding.  Stewy  hated  it  and  wouldn't  eat  it.  His  father 
told  him  he  could  not  leave  the  table  until  it  was  finished.  Then  his 
father  left  to  go  up  on  the  ridge.  It  was  sunset  and  the  land  was  colored 
in  a brilliant  orange  making  it  glow,  but  Stewy  wasn't  thinking  about  it. 

Stewy  put  the  spoon  to  his  mouth  and  ate  every  bit  of  that  rice  pudding 
and  took  off  out  the  door.  He  could  see  as  he  ran  through  the  junipers  and 
cedars  that  his  father  was  way  ahead  of  him  and  would  find  the  dog  with 
the  broken  leg.  Stewy  never  ran  so  hard  before  in  his  life  and  got  to  the 
ridge  and  could  see  his  father  looking  at  the  cedar  tree,  but  there  was 
nothing  there  but  a piece  of  rope  hanging  free. 

Stewy  ran  up  to  his  father  and  his  father  said  you  shouldn't  bring  these 
bowls  up  here,  your  mother  likes  this  one  and  if  it  gets  chipped  she  will 
be  mad.  His  father  didn't  say  anything  but  collected  the  bowls  laying 
around  there  and  walked  back  to  the  ridge. 

As  they  got  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  to  go  back  down,  his  father  sat  down 
and  told  him  about  some  of  the  places  they  could  see.  His  father  talked 
about  the  spot  over  by  the  boarding  school  where  his  great  grandfather  had 
lived  before  the  school  was  built.  That  after  a while  that  his  grandfather 
had  moved  their  camp,  their  outfit  to  around  this  place.  He  pointed  out 
these  places  to  Stewy.  He  spoke  about  Stewy 's  grandp  up  on  the  mountain 
how  they  built  this  place  during  winter  in  the  1930' s and  stayed  here  ever 
since. 

Stewy  liked  it  when  his  father  was  like  this,  he  was  kind  but  did  not 
show  that  side  much,  he  was  always  busy  and  gruff.  The  sunset  stretched 
the  shadows  until  the  valley  turned  all  blue  and  they  walked  back  down  the 
hill.  His  father  told  him  he  used  to  play  in  the  same  place  too,  and  it 
was  a favorite  spot  for  him.  He  used  to  sit  there  and  watch  the  people  in 
the  valley  below. 

When  they  got  back  to  the  house,  they  went  inside  and  sat  down.  His 


mother  lit  the  kerosene  lamp  and  his  father  told  many  stories  to  them, 
they  talked  and  laughed  together  as  a family.  Then  they  went  to  sleep. 

In  the  morning  Stewy  went  up  the  hill  and  found  Broken  Leg  was  gone.  He 
wondered  where  it  went  and  looked  for  it,  but  lost  his  tracks  over  the 
sandstone.  He  went  back  into  the  house,  and  his  father  said,  I could  hear 
an  animal  whimpering  outside  someplace  and  it  was  making  noise  all  night. 
Stewy  knew  what  it  was  but  didn't  say  anything. 

His  father  said,  "Stewy  is  it  that  dog,  the  one  you  found?"  Stewy  was 
quiet  and  didn't  say  anything.  His  father  asked  him  again  and  he  sat  there 
eating  a hot  biscuit.  His  mother  told  him,  "You  better  tell  your  father." 

Stewy  looked  at  him  and  said,  "I  tried  to  fix  him  up... the  Dog  with  the 
Broken  Leg... but  it  wouldn't  heal."  He  hung  his  head,  "...I  think  it  took 
off  and  is  wandering  around  someplace." 

"I  told  you  it  was  no  good,"  his  father  said,  "Get  rid  of  it,  it  is  no 
good.  It  has  fleas  and  it's  not  worth  anything. .. it  can't  follow  the  sheep 
around  and  it  will  just  eat  and  eat.  Take  it  to  the  trading  post  and  leave 
it  there.  If  I see  it  I am  going  to  shoot  it." 

There  was  a whimper  and  it  was  just  outside  the  window,  Stewy  ran  out 
the  door  and  around  the  corner  and  sat  down  in  the  dirt.  He  softly  touched 
the  skinny  black  dog  sitting  next  to  him.  He  looked  old  with  gray  whiskers 
and  his  eyes  looked  sad. 

Stewy  just  sat  there,  and  his  father  came  around  the  corner.  Stewy  did 
not  want  to  look  up.  He  knew  what  his  father  had  said  and  knew  he  was 
coming  for  the  dog  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Stewy  thought... so  this  is  how  it  is,  when  you  can't  do  anything  for  it, 
you  jsut  get  rid  of  it.  He  thought  how  can  he  do  this. 

His  father  picked  up  the  dog  and  took  it  over  by  the  chicken  coop,  it 
was  empty  right  now.  The  chickens  were  on  the  mountain  for  the  summer. 

Stewy  sat  there  and  watched  from  a distance,  not  moving  from  where  he 
sat  down.  His  eyes  were  filling  up  with  water,  because  he  had  come  to  care 
for  that  one,  the  Dog  with  the  Broken  Leg. 

He  watched  as  his  father  put  the  dog  on  the  table  in  the  chicken  coop, 
and  then  went  to  the  shed  next  to  the  Cha-oh.  He  came  back  and  with  his 
back  to  Stewy  was  doing  something  to  the  dog. 

Stewy  slowly  got  up  and  wanted  to  tell  his  father,  to  please  do  it 
quickly,  if  he  was  going  to  get  rid  of  it. 

As  he  got  near  the  chicken  coop,  he  could  see  his  father  splinting  the 
dog,  it  was  a good  splint  and  it  held  the  dog's  leg  good  and  straight. 

He  told  Stewy,  "Come  here  and  see  how  I am  doing  this.  You  will  have  to 
change  this  two  times  a day,  do  you  understand?" 

Stewy  stood  there  nest  to  his  father.  His  father  seemed  like  a giant, 
and  he  looked  at  him  closely. 

His  father's  hands  were  rough  and  his  clothes  smelled  like  sheep.  He  had 
stubs  on  his  chin  where  he  missed  while  picking  them  with  a tweezer.  His 
hair  had  some  gray  on  the  sides  by  his  ears.  He  looked  a little  like 
Shimasani,  Grandma  as  he  worked  on  he  dog's  leg.  The  hard  lines  on  his 
face  had  softened. 

He  handled  the  dog  gently,  his  hands  rough  rom  work,  firm  and  yet  soft 
at  the  same  time.  His  father  sang  a song  softly,  talking  to  the  dog  in  a 
gentle  voice. 

Stewy  felt  close  to  his  father,  moreso  than  ever  before.  He  looked  up  at 
his  father  standing  there  and  just  smiled.  Stewy  could  see  gentleness  in 
his  eyes  and  the  wrinkles  on  face  soften.  The  dog  seemed  to  know  he  would 
be  alright. 

Well  wouldn't  you  know  it,  after  some  time  you  would  see  Stewy  up  on  the 
ridge  sitting  at  that  place  with  a mangy  looking  old  black  skinny  dog 
telling  stories  to  him  about  where  everyone  used  to  live  a long  time  ago. 
After  a while  everyone  knew  that  dog  by  sight  and  everywhere  he  was  you 
would  see  Stewy. 

When  a new  trader  came  he  saw  that  dog  and  Stewy  and  said,  "What  is  that 
dogs  name  anyway?". 

Old  Enos  Nataani  said.  His  name  is  Broken  Leg". 

"How  did  he  get  a name  like  that?" 

"Oh,  it's  long  story..." 

That  is  the  way  it  happened  sometime  ago  on  the  Navajo  rez... 


nustywine 

<a  hnef="www. geocities. com/rustywire">Navajo  Spaceships</a> 


"RE : Poem:  Point"  
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Subj : point 

point 

they're  afraid 

that  the  graves 

might  show  up 

on  the  six  o'clock  news 

or  film  at  eleven 

with  a bony  finger 

pointing 

disgust  at  disinterment 
flood  waters 
on  the  horizon 
a finger  pointing 
out  atrocities 
neglect 
disrespect 
inflicted  on 
a long-suffering  people 
they're  afraid 
that  bony  finger 
might  gain  sympathy 
understanding 

open  the  flood  gates 
doors  of  the  past 
to  bury  it 
cover  it 

disdain  spilling  forth 
in  waves 
as  always 
government  forces 
a wash 

wiping  clean 
their  conscience 

nokwisa  c.  2000 
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A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  15-21 

' OKAKOPA 
October 
' Ikuwa 
15 

How  much  more  interesting  is  the  tapestry  woven  of  many  colors  than 
that  woven  of  only  one  hue. 


16 


The  wind  whispers  over  the  mountains  and  through  the  leaves  of  the 
trees  below. 

17 

The  land  trembles  --  Pele  is  awakening! 

18 

The  ocean  is  the  source  of  all  life. 

19 

We  bless  the  earth  ...  and  are  blessed  by  it. 

20 

If  you  would  see  all  the  world,  climb  to  the  mountain's  pinnacle. 

21 

The  solitude  of  the  wilderness  helps  me  find  myself. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 
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Indians  fear  Prop.  203  may  destroy  languages 
By  Carmen  Duarte 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Native  tongues  were  the  first  to  be  spoken  in  Arizona.  They  may  also  be 
the  first  to  disappear. 

Tribal  education  leaders  across  the  state  say  they're  worried  voters  may 
hasten  or  ensure  the  deaths  of  indigenous  languages  if  they  outlaw 
bilingual  education,  except  with  special  waivers,  by  approving  Proposition 
203  on  Nov.  7. 

But  proposition  backers  say  they  don't  believe  it  will  affect  American 
Indian  languages,  and  state  officials  say  they  just  aren't  sure.  Both 
sides  expect  lawyers  to  hash  that  out. 

The  Navajo  in  Northern  Arizona  and  the  Apache  in  Eastern  Arizona  are  the 
only  tribes  now  receiving  federal  and  state  money  for  bilingual  education. 
The  Navajo  say  they  stand  to  lose  about  $10  million.  Public  schools  on  and 
off  reservations  would  be  affected,  except  federally  funded  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  schools,  Indian  educators  said. 

Six  tribes 

Arizona  Department  of  Education  1998-99  records  show  six  districts  on 
tribal  land  receiving  federal  and  state  money  for  bilingual  education, 
including  English  as  a Second  Language  and  other  programs. 

The  White  River  Unified  School  District  for  Apache  gets  $1.5  million. 

The  other  $9.9  million  is  divided  among  the  Ganado,  Window  Rock,  Tuba  City, 
Chinle  and  Kayenta  districts,  all  on  the  Navajo  Reservation.  A total  of  12, 
927  children  are  enrolled  in  the  six  districts'  programs. 

As  for  other  tribes,  including  Tohono  O'odham  and  Pascua  Yaqui  in  the 
Tucson  area,  state  education  officials  say  they  don't  know  if  the 
proposition  would  affect  them  because  they  did  not  report  having  bilingual 
education  programs.  Tribal  officials  say  they  want  to  retain  the  option 
for  the  future,  though. 

Tucson  and  Sunnyside  unified  districts  do  not  offer  bilingual  education 
for  American  Indians.  Pueblo  High  Magnet  School  offers  a Tohono  O'odham 
elective  language  class.  Yaqui  language  and  culture  is  taught  in  some 
schools,  said  Leonard  Basurto,  TUSD  bilingual  education  director. 

"When  you  learn  your  language,  you  learn  who  you  are  and  where  you  come 
from,"  said  Hesse  Navarro,  17,  who  takes  Pueblo's  O'odham  class. 

Krystal  Duan,  15,  said  she  wants  to  learn  O'odham  so  she  can  communicate 
with  her  dad  using  their  native  tongue. 


Alicia  Ortega,  also  15,  said  she  fears  Proposition  203  will  help  kill 
the  languages  more  quickly.  She  said  students  need  to  learn  them  in  a 
school  setting  to  ensure  their  revitalization. 

Rupert  Encinas,  who  teaches  the  Pueblo  students,  said  indigenous 
languages  started  dying  when  the  students'  forebears  were  first  sent  to 
boarding  schools  in  the  1920s.  He  said  it  takes  time  to  recapture  a dying 
language,  but  that  it's  crucial. 

The  backers  of  Proposition  203,  which  ends  bilingual  education  and  calls 
for  children  who  do  not  speak  English  to  be  immersed  in  English 
instruction  for  one  year,  counter  that  tribes  are  using  scare  tactics. 

"Native  American  languages  are  already  disappearing.  What  we  find 
strange  is  that  our  proposition  is  going  to  be  blamed  for  it,"  said  Hector 
Ayala,  co-director  of  English  for  the  Children-Arizona . 

"Either  reservations  won't  be  impacted  because  they  are  sovereign 
nations,  or  the  proposition  will,  in  fact,  impact  the  reservations.  That 
will  be  good. 

"The  tragedy  with  the  Navajo  is  not  that  they  are  losing  their  language. 
It  is  a problem  they  can  solve  on  their  own.  The  main  problem  with  Native 
American  kids  is  that  they  are  not  learning  English  well  enough  to  attend 
universities,"  Ayala  said.  "Mexican-  and  Native  Americans  have  the  highest 
dropout  rates,  lowest  enrollments  in  colleges,  and  are  the  only  people 
with  bilingual  education." 

Ron  Unz,  of  Palo  Alto,  Calif.,  wrote  an  initiative  that  did  away  with 
bilingual  education,  except  through  special  waivers,  in  California.  He 
also  helped  Ayala's  group  with  Prop.  203. 

May  not  hurt 

Unz  said  he  does  not  think  the  measure  would  hurt  indigenous  languages 
because  of  federal  law  protecting  Indian  languages  that  passed  nearly  10 
years  ago.  He  said  California's  initiative  did  not  affect  tribes  there. 

Laura  Penny,  Arizona  education  spokeswoman,  said  it  is  not  clear-cut 
here.  "We  will  meet  with  the  Attorney  General's  Office  in  the  next  few 
weeks  to  understand  the  implications.  . . . It  is  a laudable  goal  to  have 
students  speaking  more  than  one  language.  We  certainly  don't  support  this 
English-only  rhetoric." 

Contact  Carmen  Duarte  at  573-4195  or  e-mail  cduarte@azstarnet.com. 

"RE : English  Only  Turns  Back  Clock  on  Race  Relations"  
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From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="English  Only" 

OKIT  Editorial:  State  question  on  "English  Only"  turns  back  the  clock  on 
race  relations 
By  Dim  Gray 

Whether  Indian  people  like  to  admit  it  or  not,  America  is 
largely  a nation  of  immigrants  --  different  people,  different 
cultures,  different  colors  speaking  a multitude  of  languages. 

Supporters  of  the  so  called  "English  Only"  bill,  point  to 
examples  such  as  the  street  signs  in  Tahlequah  as  a 
duplication  of  state  funds.  The  question  will  be  put  to  a vote 
of  the  people  in  November. 

Most  Indian  families  with  Indian  elders  can  recall  the  boarding 
school  era  and  can  recount  the  havoc  it  wrought  on  Native  tongues. 

The  whole  idea  of  "English  only"  back  then  was  a reeducation  camp 
for  Indian  children  where  beatings  were  common  place  in  the  distant 
schools  across  the  country.  The  purpose,  to  quote  Charles  Pratt,  the 
father  of  the  Boarding  school  era,  was  to  "kill  the  Indian,  save  the 
man."  This  meant  no  speaking  your  native  language  and  no  prayers  to 
your  God. 

I saw  a documentary  on  PBS  Frontline  a few  years  ago  in  which  a 


Northern  Cheyenne  elder  was  recalling  the  experiences  of  a 
bittersweet  memory  of  his  youth.  "When  I got  off  the  train , my 
grandmother  was  there  waiting  for  me  at  the  station,  it  had  been 
many  years  since  I was  allowed  to  return  to  the  reservation  and  when 
she  saw  me,  she  hugged  me  tightly  and  told  me  how  happy  she  was  to 
see  me,  and  how  she  missed  me  and  that's  when  I began  to  cry  because 
I couldn't  understand  a singe  word,  for  I lost  my  ability  to  speak 
my  language."  he  said. 

Last  month,  an  initiative  petition  was  turned  into  the  Oklahoma 
Election  Commission  that  will  put  a state  question  to  the  people. 

The  question  is  whether  to  make  English  the  "official  language"  of 
the  state.  It  would  essentially  outlaw  the  use  of  state  funds  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  any  state  documents  in  any  foreign  language. 

The  petition  was  successful  and  the  question  will  be  placed  on  the 
November  ballot.  Too  many  people  believe  that  if  this  petition  is 
passed,  will  set  race  relations  in  this  state  back  a good  thirty 
years . 

The  logic  behind  such  a petition  was  voiced  by  Oklahoma  State 
Senator  Carol  Martin  during  an  interview  on  Tulsa's  KRMG  with  John 
Erling  last  month.  On  the  air  she  cited  the  example  of  state  money 
being  used  to  put  street  signs  in  Cherokee  as  well  as  English.  The 
implication  was  that  Cherokees  need  to  learn  English.  The  shock  of 
that  statement  on  the  radio  was  laughable.  I had  this  image  in  my 
mind,  that  a couple  dozen  street  signs  in  Tahlequah  would  inspire 
over  50,000  God  fearing  Oklahomans  to  sign  a petition  to  outlaw  such 
a practice.  Seriously  though,  I think  the  code  word  behind  the 
"English  Only"  movement  is  to  "Stop  Hispanic  immigration  into 
Oklahoma,  legal  or  otherwise."  Like  it  or  not,  this  is  reality, 
Hispanics  are  entering  our  state  at  a record  pace.  Most  are  coming 
here  to  work  at  jobs  the  rest  of  us  refuse  to  do,  (lawn  work, 
construction,  housekeeping,  and  so  on).  Studies  show  they  are  not 
coming  here  to  live  off  welfare.  Unfortunately,  they  have  two 
strikes  against  them.  One,  they  don't  speak  English  well,  (which  is 
not  against  the  law),  and  two,  they  are  dark. 

There  is  a level  of  racism  in  the  country  that  still  exists  that 
African-Americans,  Middle-Eastern,  Asians,  Hispanics  and,  yes, 

Indian  people  know  well. 

The  issue  with  immigration  is  that  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  legal 
immigration.  It  was  good  enough  for  all  the  Italian,  French,  and 
German  speaking  immigrants  of  a hundred  years  ago,  it  should  be  good 
enough  for  the  Mexican,  Jamaican,  and  South  and  Central  American 
Indians  of  today. 

At  a recent  luncheon  of  the  American  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Cherokee  Chief  Chad  Smith  stated  the  whole  idea  of  making  English 
the  official  language  of  the  state  was  a "bit  comical."  Smith 
suggested  that  Choctaw  comes  closer  than  English  because  Oklahoma  is 
a Choctaw  word.  It  appeared  to  Smith,  as  it  does  with  many  Indian 
people,  there  is  something  inherently  wrong  with  the  whole  idea  of 
an  official  language. 

"I  personally  take  offense  to  it  because  it  chills  the  richness  of 
diversity,  to  say  that  there  is  only  one  voice  to  be  heard  in  the 
halls  and  business  areas  of  the  state,"  said  Smith  "When  you  chill 
our  voices,  you  chill  the  music  of  our  language,  you  also  chill  our 
culture,  you  chill  our  existence.  That's  kept  us  alive  for  three  or 
four  hundred  years.  That's  our  culture  and  the  culture  can  best  be 
personified  by  our  language." 

Today,  the  problem  in  Oklahoma  is  not  helping  Indian  people  to  speak 
English;  it's  more  about  respecting  the  diversity  of  the  state.  Over 
the  years  Indian  people  have  had  to  take  our  culture  and  our 
determination  to  maintain  our  traditions  underground.  The  social 
fabric  of  Indian  people  have  had  to  come  up  with  ingenuous  ways  in 
which  to  live  in  today's  world  without  sacrificing  culture  and 
losing  our  identity. 

Let's  not  turn  back  the  clock  to  the  days  where  minority  cultures 
have  to  go  underground  and  worse  still  lose  their  identity  in  order 


to  live  in  this  country.  If  people  are  worried  about  the  growth  of 
Hispanics  in  Oklahoma,  tell  Oklahoma  businesses  to  not  hire  them, 
but  don't  use  code  word  politics  to  force  an  agenda  of  intolerance 
down  everybody  else's  throat  that  only  divides  Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 

"RE : Brent  Michael  Davids  Performs  in  Wisconsin"  — 

Date:  Wed,  4 Oct  2000  14:02:36  EDT 

From:  BrentMD@aol.com 

Subj : Oct  13-14:  Brent  Performs  in  WI 

-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 
THE  CHORAL  ARTS  SOCIETY 
Presents  the  World  Premiere 
"SHE  IS  ONE  OF  US" 

With  Composer  Brent  Michael  Davids 
on  Quartz  Crystal  Flute. 

Lyrics  by  3oy  Harjo. 

-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 
FRIDAY,  OCT  13  - SATURDAY,  OCT  14 

8:00  PM 

Prairie  School  Performing  Arts  Center 
4050  Lighthouse  Drive,  Racine,  WI  53402 
TEL  262-260-3545  - FAX  262-260-3790 

EMAIL  mpaff rath@prairieschool . com 
-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=-=<+>=- 

Since  its  inception  14  seasons  ago  by  founder  and  director  lames 
Schatzman,  The  Choral  Arts  Society  has  been  one  of  southeastern 
Wisconsin's  finest  choral  organizations.  Their  first  season  was  brought 
to  a glorious  close  in  a performance  with  the  Milwaukee  Symphony  Orchestra 
in  a celebration  of  Irving  Berlin's  centennial  under  renowned  conductor 
Norman  Leyden.  Versatility,  one  of  Mr.  Schatzman' s most  respected 
qualities,  has  been  a hallmark  of  the  chorus'  programming  from  the 
beginning.  Bringing  premieres  and  lesser-known  works  to  the  community  is 
also  one  of  the  director's  passions. 

Brent  Michael  Davids  is  a young  Mohican  composer  whose  music  moves 
between  the  worlds  of  the  Kronos  Quartet  (The  Singing  Woods),  the  loffrey 
Ballet  (Moon  of  the  Falling  Leaves),  and  Native  American  song.  Mr.  Davids, 
a member  of  the  Mohican  Nation,  is  an  internationally  recognized  composer 
whose  music  features  elements  of  Native  American  tribal  music  combined 
with  Western  compositional  techniques.  He  often  uses  instruments  of  his 
own  design  in  his  compositions,  including  flutes  made  of  quartz  crystal. 

In  a world  premiere  performance  of  music  by  Brent  Michael  Davids,  "She  Is 
One  Of  Us"  features  the  words  of  Muskogee  (Creek)  poet  3oy  Harjo. 

3oy  Harjo,  who  authored  "A  Map  to  the  Next  World:  Poems,"  and  "The  Woman 
Who  Fell  From  the  Sky,"  has  received  many  honors  including  The  American 
Indian  Distinguished  Achievement  in  the  Arts  Award  and  the  Dosephine  Miles 
Poetry  Award. 

The  concert  also  features  the  Choral  Arts  Society  singing  a selection 
from  Haydn's  "Creation,"  Bobrowitz'  & Porter's  "The  Creation,"  and 
Rutter's  "All  Things  Bright  and  Beautiful."  In  addition  to  a week  of 
residency  programs  in  Racine  public  schools,  Mr.  Davids  will  perform  solo 
works  on  his  Quartz  Crystal  Flute  in  the  concert. 

For  more  information  contact  The  Choral  Arts  Society  at  262-632-3250. 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  8 October  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Subj:  Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Thu,  21  Sep  2000  11:03:08  -0500 


From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj : OSU  Fall  Benefit  Powwow 

Native  American  Student  Association  Sponsors  Fall  Benefit  Pow  Wow 

The  Native  American  Student  Association  (NASA)  of  Oklahoma  State 
University  is  sponsoring  its  annual  fall  benefit  pow  wow  on  Saturday, 
October  28,  2000  in  the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development  Building 
which  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Hall  of  Fame  and  Washington  Streets.  The 
purpose  of  the  fall  benefit  pow  wow  is  primarily  to  provide  support  for  its 
annual  spring  contest  pow  wow  and  spring  Native  American  Heritage  Week  and 
to  crown  the  NASA  Princess  for  2000-2001  academic  year. 

Pow  wow  principals  include  the  head  man  dancer  Michael  Hyatt  of  the 
Osage  and  Quapaw  Tribes;  the  head  lady  dancer  Kim  Waters  of  the  Creek  and 
Choctaw  Tribes;  the  head  gourd  dancer  Cody  Revard  of  the  Osage  and  Kaw 
Tribes;  the  master  of  ceremonies  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface  of  the  Ponca  Tribe; 
the  arena  director  Wes  Hudson  of  the  Otoe/Missouria  and  Kiowa  Tribes;  and 
head  singer  Kevin  Dawes  of  the  Ottawa  Tribe.  The  Color  Guard  is  the  Ponca 
Post  Buffalo  #38  from  Ponca  City,  OK. 

The  program  will  consist  of  gourd  dancing  at  3:00  PM;  a supper  break 
at  5:00  PM;  more  gourd  dancing  at  6:00  PM;  and  the  grand  entry  at  7:00  PM. 
Arts  & crafts  vendors  and  all  drums  are  welcome.  For  further  information, 
please  contact  Rachel  at  (405)  743-3796  or  the  Multicultural  Development 
and  Assessment  Center  at  (405)  744-5481 


Date:  9/21/00  2:00:11  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Subj:  1st  Annual  Bernie  Whitebear  Awards  Dinner 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[from  DH.  Thanks ! ] 

--  1st  ANNUAL  BERNIE  WHITEBEAR  AWARDS  DINNER  -- 
Hosted  by  United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation. 
November  9,  2000  =//=  6:00PM  - 9:00  PM 

'Daybreak  Star  Center'  - Discovery  Park,  Seattle  WA 
Information : 

United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation 
Phone:  (206)  285-4425 
Fax:  (206)  282-3640 
Email:  info@unitedindians.com 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


October  14  & 15,  2000 

Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum  Indian  Festival 

(THIS  IS  A HEALING  CIRCLE  FOR  VETERANS) 

Ft. Payne,  Alabama 
Headman:  Bobby  Dickerson 
Headlady:  Ellen  Rasco, 

Host  Drum:  Buffalo  Heart 
MC:  Gary  Smith 

Color  Guard:  Native  American  Warrior  Society  and  Honor  Guard 
Contact:  lerry  Lang  256  492  5217 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0420 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 


The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 


20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : os sahatchee@hamiltonch amber .org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com> 

Subj : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
ISSN:  0300-6565 

American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

OCTOBER  2000 

13- 15  2000  Clarksville  Area  Powwow  &#8220;Honor  the  Ancestors&#8221; . Outside 
Port  Royal  State  Park,  50  NE  of  Nashville,  TN  (exit  11,  1-24 

west).  Info:  (931)  326-5837  or  nccircle@webmail.bellsouth.net 

14- 15  Kauai  Powwow  2000.  Kapaa  Beach  Park,  Kapaa,  HI.  Info:  (808) 

335-8588. 

14-15  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Veteans  Powwow. 

Honoring  All  Veteans.  Railroad  Museum  Park,  Fort  Payne,  AL.  Info: 

Herry  Lang  (256)  492-5217. 

14-15  American  Indian  Gathering  - Year  of  the  Children.  College 
Dome,  Community  College  of  Beaver  Cty,  Monaca,  PA.  Info:  (724) 

774-9098. 

14-15  Pembroke  Powwow.  Behind  the  Town  Hall,  Pembroke,  NH.  Info: 

(603)  264-3416  or  email:  pempowwow@aol.com 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow  Honoring  Our  Yourth  of  the 
Peter  Skene  Odgen  Community  School,  100  Mile  House,  British 
Columbia,  Canada.  Info:  John  Archie  at : 1-250-395-2461  ext. 213  or 
email  brave_26@yahoo.com 


20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow,  Peter  Skene  Ogden&#8217j s Gathering 
Our  Dancers.  100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Info: 
www.genocities.com/brave_26/pow-wow.html  or  phone  (250)  395-2461 
ext  213. 

20-22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,00  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  663-2313  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email : ossa hat chee@hamilton chamber . org. 

20- 22  Powwow  at  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Union,  KY 

21  Texas  Lumbee  Powwow.  Hearne  East  Side  Park,  Hearne,  TX.  Info: 

Alleen  Perkins  (979)  828-4977. 

21- 22  Our  Children  - Our  Future  Powwow.  Muskegon  Mall,  Muskegon, 

MI.  Info:  (231)  727-8337  or  (231)  788-5480. 

21-22  3rd  Annual  Octoraro  Native  American  Fall  Festival.  Camp 
John  Ware,  Southern  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Info:  Harry  (717) 

284-3427. 

21-22  Maui  Powwow.  Maui,  Hawaii.  Info:  Loretta  (808)  873-0231 
27-28  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival.  Dackson  Heritage 
Center,  Scottsboro,  AL.  Info:  Dudi  (256)  259-2122. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 

GA.  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 

29-30  Mowa  Choctaw  Culture  Festival  & Powwow.  Calver,  Al.  Info: 

(334)  944-2789 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 
961-5567. 

3-5  2nd  Annual  Black  river  Powwow  2000.  Cassidy  Park,  Bogalusa, 

LA.  Info:  Rico:  (504)  730-5891 

http: //www. geocities . com/blackrivercircleofnations/ 

3-5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 

Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3-5  2nd  Annual  Black  River  Circle  of  Nations  Powwow.  Cassidy  Park, 
Bogalusa,  LA.  Info:  (504)  878-2051. 

3- 5  Eglin  Air  Force  Base's  13th  Annual  Thunderbird  Intertribal 
Pow  Wow,  Niceville,  FI.  Info:  Glenn  Farmer  (850)  678-7714 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 

TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www. ties . kl2.mn. us/~raygor/powwow/pwinfo. html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4 9th  Annual  Austin  Powwow.  American  Indian  Heritage  Festival. 

Toney  Burger  Activity  Center,  Austin,  TX.  Info:  (512)  338-9860  or 
email:  v_bland@yahoo.com 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 

994-4882. 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 
757-2085. 

10- 12  First  Annual  Houston  Inner  City  Powwow.  Sesquicentennial 
Park,  Houston,  TX.  info:  (936)  441-4572  or  (281)  452-3614 

10-12  4th  annual  Educational  Pow  Wow,  American  Indian  Association 
of  Millington,  Millington,  Tenn.  Info:  (901-876-3900 
10-12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 
Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10-12  Choctaw  Veterans  Powwow,  pearl  River  Community  on  the 
Choctaw  Reservation,  Philadelphia,  MS 

10-12  3rd  Annual  Harley  Paiute's  Presents  the  2000  year  Festival 
of  Native  American  Arts.  1269  CR  309  in  Georgetown,  Florida.  (Near 
Crescent  City,  Florida)  Info:  (904)  467-7050  or  (904)  328-9988 
10-12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 


11-12  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 
11-12  Choctaw  Powwow.  Philadelphia,  MS. 

11  8th  Annual  Veteans  Day  Powwow.  Kidd  Springs  Recreation  Center, 
Dallas,  TX.  Info:  (214)333-3908. 

11-12  Texas  Championship  Powwow.  Traders  Village,  Houston,  TX. 
Info:  (281)  890-5500 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
lackson . Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition  Powwow.  Bartle 
Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  Info:  (816)  333-7500. 

24-26  34th  Annual  LIHA  Powwow.  Hidden  Oaks  Camground,  Robet,  LA. 
Info:  (504)  464-6893. 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253) -596-1139 . 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3ANUARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 
Gym,  Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 

23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy. (58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 
@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 


oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 
http: //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217; s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring. com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/n at i venation sin c/ind ex. html 
1UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


OKIT  pow-wow  events 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call 
to  confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

Is  your  pow-wow  not  listed  here?  Call  the  us  right  away  918-438-6548 
to  get  in  the  next  issue!  You  can  also  fax  us  at  918-438-6545.  You 
can  also  email  us  at  editor@okit.com 

To  get  more  than  just  the  who,  what,  where  and  when  listed  call  our 
advertising  department  today  at  1-918-438-6548.  Affordable  rate  to 
fit  just  about  any  budget. 

October 

13- 15  Heart  of  America  Indian  Center  Pow-wow  Where:  Rutlader 
Outpost,  Louisburg,  KS  20  minutes  south  of  1-435  on  69  Highway. 
Contact:  Paul  Hudson  at  913-722-0562  or  Flo  Noeara  816-231-2242. 
Other:  Contest  Dancing  & Tiny  Tot  Exhibition.  Arts  & Crafts  and  Food 
Booth  Space  available. 

14  Annual  Delaware  War  Mothers  Contest  Pow-wow,  in  Washington  County 
Fairgrounds  in  Dewey,  OK.  Call  Rosetta  Coffey  in  Dewey. 

14- 15  Kapaa  Beach  Park,  Kapaa.  Contact  Mel  Atcitty  or  Pamela  Bennet 
808-355-8588  or  Kauaipowwow.org 

14-15  October  Full  Moom  PowWow,  A benefit  dedicated  to  the 
prevention  of  child  abuse.  Will  be  held  at  the  Monroe  county 
Fairgrounds  in  Bloomington  Indiana.  Traders  must  register  in  advance 
to  reserve  space.  Contact  Diana  Davis  or  Dan  Mckee  812-988-7024. 

14- 17  Schemitzun  Millennium  2000  500  Tribes  1 Pow  Wow  Annual  Feast 
of  Green  Corn  and  Dance.  Singer  and  Dancer  registration  begins 
Thursday,  Must  be  in  person  NO  CALL  INS  no  exceptions.  For  more  info 
call  800-224-CORN. 

15- 17  Eastern  Shawnee  Pow-wow,  127  Eastern  Shawnee  Tribal  Complex, 
Seneca,  MO.  Contest,  Stomp  dancing,  and  more!  918-666- 

15-17  St  Francis  River  Pow-wow  at  Mineral  Area  College  in  Park 
Hills,  MO.  Contact  Deborah  Couch  573-358-7633. 

15-17  Indian  Summer  Pow-wow.  -jWhen  only  the  West  will  do;  Duried  Art 


Show,  competition  Pow-wow,  Cultural  demonstrations  children's 
events,  food  and  more.  Bartlesville  Community  Center,  Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma.  918-337-2787. 

16  Benefit  Gourd  Dance  sponsored  by  The  Good  Medicine  Society.  At 
the  Tecumseh  Square  Building,  Tecumseh,  OK.  Dance  to  start  at  2:00 
pm  until  11:00  pm.  Arts  and  craft  spaces  available  on  a limited 
basis  with  a fee  of  $25.  Proceeds  to  benefit  the  9th  annual  New 
Years  Eve  Sobriety  Pow-wow,  Dec.  31,  2000  at  the  Kitchens  Of  America 
Building,  Oklahoma  State  Fairgrounds.  For  information,  please 
contact  Good  Medicine  at  405-943-7935,  after  6:00  pm  contact 
405-525-8990  or  405-751-7132.  Email  us  at  good_medicine@hotmail.com. 

16-17  8th  Annual  Fourwinds  Intertribal  Pow-wow  in  Kileen,  TX.  Plenty 
of  arts  and  crafts,  contest  dancing.  At  Killen  Special  Events  Center 
in  Killeen  Tx.  $15,000  dollars  in  Contest  Money.  Admission  is  $1, 
children  under  6 are  free.  For  more  information,  contact  Paula  at 
254-699-3167  or  www.fourwindstxs.org. 

16-17  17th  Annual  California  Indian  Days  Celebration  (9am  to  9pm)  at 
Balboa  Park  in  San  Diego,  CA,  at  the  corner  of  Park  Blvd  and 
Presidents  Way.  For  further  information  call  619-281-5964. 

16-17  Annual  Fall  Contests  Pow-wow  of  Kileen,  TX.  Plenty  of  arts  and 
crafts,  contest  dancing. 254-699-3167. 

20- 22  19th  Annual  Fall  Festival  and  Pow  Wow  2000  Rising  Eagle.  At 
Four  Corners  Water/park  recreation  Nashville,  TN.  For  more  info  call 
615-726-0806. 

21- 22  4th  Annual  Maui  Powwow  at  Eddie  Tam  Park,  Makawao.  Contact 
Loretta  Burkitt  808-873-0231. 

22- 24  Annual  Medicine  Lodge  Pow-wow,  in  Medicine  Lodge,  KS.  Robert 
Hyatt  is  coordinator  and  you  can  call  him  in  Winefield,  KS  for  more 
information . 

22-24  Council  Tree  Pow-wow,  and  cultural  festival  in  Delta  Colorado. 
$23,000  in  Prize  money.  Call  1-800-874-1741. 

22-24  10th  Annual  Pow  Wow  Thunder  and  Lightning  $10,000  in  Drum 
prize  money.  First  four  drums  to  register  will  receive  $200.  For 
more  info  call  800-252-4499  x 3613. 

23  Ms.  Indian  Oklahoma  2000  Honor  Dance  at  the  Anadarko  Gym  (Old 
Gym)  in  Anadarko.  For  Julia  (A  KEE  MAH}  Noel  Miss  Indian  Oklahoma  in 
Anadarko,  OK.  Call  405-247-3831. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Pow  wow  at  the  Parks  at  Chehaw 
in  Albany  GA.  Contact  Derry  Laney  at  229-787-5180  or 
www . NativeWayProductions . com 

28  Oklahoma  State  University  Fall  Benefit  Pow-wow  Stillwater,  OK  at 
the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development.  For  further 
information,  call  the  Multicultural  Development  and  Assessment 
Center  at  (405)  744-5481. 

29-30  Standing  Bear  Memorial  Pow-wow.  Hosted  this  year  by  the  Ponca 
Tribe,  located  at  StandingBear  Park,  at  the  intersections  of  Highway 
60  and  old  177.  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma,  call  1-580-762-1514. 

30  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow  at  Carl  Albert  State  College  in  the  Mick 
Thompson  Gymnasium,  Poteau,  OK.  Venders  Welcome  (no  set  up  fee).  For 
more  info  call  Mike  Logan  918-647-1367. 

30th-Oct  1 6th  Annual  Waimea  Pow  wow  in  Waimea  Ball  Park,  Hawaii 
(Big  Island)  Contact  Buttons  Lovell  808-885-5569 
November 

3-4  "An  Indian  Odyssey";  2001  Miss  and  Junior  Miss  Indian 
Oklahoma  Pageant  at  Adam&#8217;s  Mark  Hotel  100  East  2nd  in  Downtown  Tulsa 
at  7 pm  Nightly.  Booth  Space  Available  $30.  For  more  info  call  Alice 
Whitecloud  at  694-7777. 

4 7th  Annual  Pow-wow  Field  Kindley  Memorial  Native  American  Club  at 
the  FKHS  gymnasium,  1110  W.  8th  in  Coffeyville,  KS.  Our  pow-wow' s 
purpose  is  to  honor  our  8th  & 12th  grade  graduates  at  a Giveaway 
Ceremony . 

4 All  Gourd  Dance  of  the  Osage  Gourd  Dancers  at  Indian  Camp  in 
Pawhuska,  OK. 

4 Autumn  Moon  Artfest  and  4th  Annual  Run  at  OKC  Indian  Clinic  4913 
W.  Reno.  Run  starts  at  8 am.  Artfest  hours  are  10:30  am  to  4 pm. 


This  is  a fundraiser  to  provide  food  baskets  to  needy  families 
during  the  holidays.  Artfest  admission  is:  one  canned  good.  Booths 
available.  Darla  at  405-948-4900  x282. 

4 9th  Annual  Austin  Independent  School  Districts  Austin  Pow  wow.  For 
more  information  call  512-338-9860. 

5 Contest  Pow-wow  and  Celebration  for  the  Newly  Crowned  2001-02  Miss 
and  Junior  Miss  Indian  Oklahoma  at  the  Adam&#8217;s  Mark  Hotel  in  Tulsa. 
Gourd  dancing  will  begin  at  1 pm.  Grand  entry  at  6 pm.  For  more  info 
645-0114  or  694-7777. 

8-13  Indian  Hand  Games  &#8211;  Crow  Tribe  Visits  Carnegie,  OK.  Call  Martha 
Perez  580-654-2300. 

10- 11  Veteran's  Pow-wow  7th  Annual  Daniel  Dru  Native  American 
Traditional  Organization  (NATO)  at  the  Miami  Civic  Center  Miami,  OK. 

For  more  info:  Glenna  Dru  918-542-7206  or  Lee  Stark  918-674-2487. 

Everyone  Invited  to  Dance  and  Have  Fun! 

11  Carnegie  Victory  Club  Celebration  in  Carnegie  at  Kiowa  Tribal 
Grounds.  Call  580-654-2052. 

11- 12  National  Veterans  Pow-wow  in  Shreveport,  LA. 

17-19  Annual  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  The  American  Indian  Center  of 
South  Carolina  in  the  Jamil  Shrine  Temple  off  the  1-26  St.  Andrews 
Road  West  exit.  Hours  are  Fri.  4pm  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  6),  Sat. 

10am  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  1&6)  and  Sunday  from  1pm  - 6pm  (Grand 
Entry  at  1).  MC:  Scott  Richards,  Host  Drum:  Running  Elk,  Lakota 
Nation,  Iron  Mountain  Dancers  (Iroquois  Smoke,  Fish,  War  dances, 

Catawba  Eagle  Dance).  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Traditional 
Dancers,  Hoop  Dancer:  Katrina  Big  Mountain.  Princess:  Theresa 
Mendoza.  18  Vendors  (Native  only,  FIACL  enforced),  @$100.00  per 
10x20  by  Sept  5th  --  after  Sept  5th,  $150.00.  Dancer's  lottery  for 
cash  and  prizes.  FMI:  803.790.8214  or  email 
4relations@angelfire.com . 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Prairie  Winds  First  Nations  Pow-wow  at  the  Historic 
Bartle  Hall  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  $30,000  in  Prize  Money.  For  more 
information  contact  Shirley  Hoskins  816-333-7500  or  fax  at 
816-333-7880,  or  call  Beverly  Fabela  at  816-936-4869. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Oct.  4-7:  Moundville  Native  American  Festival,  at  Moundville  Archaeological 
Park,  Hwy.  69,  Moundville,  AL.  Hours:  Wednesday  thru  Friday,  9am  -4pm; 
Saturday,  9am  - 5pm.  Info:  Kirk  Lueg,  Box  870340,  Moundville,  AL  35487-0340 
(205)  348-2136. 

Oct.  6-7:  36th  Annual  Boaz  Harvest  Festival  & 3rd  Annual  Pow  Wow,  on  the 
corner  lot  between  Billy  Blvd.  & Hwy.  205,  in  front  of  1st  Baptist  Church  in 
Boaz,  AL.  Free  admission.  GE  at  9am  each  day,  bonfire  at  7pm  Saturday.  HM: 
Running  Horse  Spirit;  HL:  Sherry  Crabtree;  MC:  Alton  McAllister;  AD:  Gary 
Redwolf;  ST:  MoonShadow;  HD:  TBA.  Special  guests:  recording  artist  Dave 
"White  Wolf"  Trezak;  championship  bow  maker  Jimmy  Taylor.  Demonstrations  of 
flint  knapping  & coil  pottery  making,  Indian  arts  & crafts,  flute  music,  fry 
bread,  etc.  Info:  Morrisons  (256)  593-7336,  McAllisters  (256)  881-8020,  or 
Williamsons  (256)  582-0014. 

Oct.  7:  3rd  Annual  Homewood  Indian  Festival,  at  Homewood  Park,  corner  of 
Oxmoor  Road  & Central  Avenue,  Homewood,  AL.  Hours:  10am  - 6pm.  Free 
admission.  In  case  of  rain,  the  event  will  be  held  inside  the  Recreation 
Center  at  the  park.  All  intertribal  dancers  invited.  HD:  Caney  Creek 
Singers;  HM:  Lee  Lawrence;  HL:  Raven  Woods;  ST:  Two  Dogs;  MC:  Dim  Standing 
Fox.  Info:  (205)  870-1095  fram  10am  - 7pm,  M-F. 


Oct.  15-16:  Festival  of  the  Singing  Rivers,  McFarland  Park,  Florence,  AL. 
This  festival  celebrates  & teaches  the  culture  & history  of  Native  Americans 
through  arts  & crafts,  story  telling  & hands-on  demonstrations.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  Saturday,  10am  - 5pm;  Sunday,  noon  - 5pm.  Info: 
Florence/Lauderdale  Tourism,  One  Hightower  Place,  Florence,  AL  35650  (256) 
740-4141. 

Oct.  14-15:  8th  Annual  Native  American  Warrior  Society  Pow  Wow  & Festival, 
at  Union  Park  in  Fort  Payne,  AL.  This  event  is  open  to  all  Veterans.  Free 
admission.  Hours:  9am  - 5pm.  MC:  Gary  Smith  Info:  Ft.  Payne  Depot  Museum, 

PO  Box  681420,  Ft.  Payne,  AL  35968  (256)  845-5714. 

Oct.  21:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park,  3101 
Burritt  Dr.,  Huntsville,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of 
Native  American  traditions  & lifeways,  including  hands-on  demonstrations  & 
Kids  Korner  activities.  Hours:  10am  - 4pm.  Info:  jeff  Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  21-22:  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Wetumpka,  AL.  See 
Sept.  16-17  listing  for  details.  Info:  Ned  lenkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Iackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  Dudi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  09  Oct  2000  10:38:10  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl .edu> 

Subj : Columbus  Day  + Shenandoah  + NAC  Topics  + more... 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  9-13 

2)  Balancing  Life,  Dancing  in  Time 

3)  New  Letters  talks  with  Leslie  Marmon  Silko 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  loanne  Shenandoah 

5)  Wellness  Edition  Topics  for  Oct  20  and  27 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  2-6 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 10/9:  Columbus  Day: 

No  other  national  holiday  draws  such  heated  debate  as  Columbus  Day. 
Mainstream  America  celebrates  the  holiday  to  honor  the  opening  of  the  New 
World  and  the  colonization  of  the  Western  Hemisphere.  But  Native  peoples  of 
the  Americas  see  Columbus  Day  as  a remembrance  of  genocide.  Should  we 
forsake  the  Columbus  Day  holiday  and  create  a Native  American  Remembrance 
Day?  Guests  include  Russell  Means  and  Glen  Morris  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement . 

TUE  - 10/10: Reclaiming  Sacred  Mountains: 

Tribes  across  the  United  States  are  fighting  to  reclaim  Sacred  Mountains. 
The  Northern  Wintu  of  California  are  battling  for  Mount  Shasta,  Arizona 
tribes  are  protecting  Mount  Graham  and  the  Pueblos  of  New  Mexico  have  laid 
claim  to  the  Sandias.  For  these  tribes  protecting  the  mountains  is 
important  to  them  both  spiritually  and  biologically.  What's  at  stake  if 
tribes  aren't  able  to  stop  the  desecration  of  these  ancient  mountains? 
Guests  include  Pancho  Bigby  of  the  Ft.  Belknap  Natural  Resources  Department 
and  Frank  Chavez  of  the  Sandia  Pueblo. 

WED  - 10/ll:Mass  Extinctions: 

Researchers  are  warning  that  we  are  in  an  era  of  mass  extinctions  due  to 
global  warming.  New  data  suggests  we  are  loosing  entire  species  of 
amphibians  and  plants.  Add  to  this  the  loss  of  wildlife  from  pollution. 


oven  harvesting  and  development  and  the  picture  grows  much  worse.  How  can 
we  stop  the  loss  of  entire  species  of  wildlife? 

THU  - 10/12:Violence  in  the  Home: 

October  is  Domestic  Violence  Awareness  Month.  It's  a social  disease  that 
affects  every  cultural  sect  of  American  Society,  including  Native  America. 
How  has  domestic  violence  threatened  our  cultural  future?  What  can  be  done 
to  stop  violence  in  the  home?  Guests  include  domestic  violence  counselors 
Karen  Artichoker  and  Wayne  Weston. 

FRI  - 10/13:  Colonization  and  Its  Impact  on  Wellness: 

Native  people  not  only  face  the  same  obstacles  as  other  minorities  when  it 
comes  to  maintaining  wellness,  but  many  of  our  health  concerns  can  be 
directly  attributed  to  the  destruction  of  our  indigenous  cultures  and 
traditions  and  the  racism  that  accompanies  polices  of  assimilation  and 
extermination.  Mental  health  issues  - depression,  alcoholism,  drug  abuse, 
suicide,  and  intergenerational  stress,  among  them  - affect  every  aspect  of 
our  health  from  our  daily  quality  of  life  to  the  behaviors  that  determine 
how  long  we  live,  loin  us  to  talk  about  the  impact  of  colonization  on  our 
health,  and  to  talk  about  healing  from  generations  of  violence  and  trauma. 
Guests  include  Kevin  Gover,  the  Assistant  Secretary  - Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

2)  Balancing  Life,  Dancing  in  Time 

Native  spiritual  traditions  still  survive.  This  award-winning  program 
examines  the  experience  and  motivation  of  individuals  who  have  committed 
themselves  to  traditional  religious  practices  that  demand  much  of  them. 
Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

3)  New  Letters  talks  with  Leslie  Marmon  Silko 

A MacArthur  grant  awardee,  Silko  reads  from  "The  Almanac  of  the  Dead"  and 
talks  about  a return  to  tribal  values  in  the  Americas.  Originally  recorded 
in  1991. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

"New  Letters  on  the  Air"  runs  the  following  times 

Wednesdays  7:30pm 

Thursdays  1:30am,  7:30am 

Fridays  10:30am,  4:30pm,  10:30pm 

Saturdays  4:30am,  2:30pm 

Sundays  3:30am,  2:30pm 

Mondays  3:30am 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  loanne  Shenandoah 

This  week,  host  Gregg  McVicar  visits  with  one  of  the  most  important  talents 
on  the  Native  scene,  loanne  Shenandoah.  She  has  an  impressive  list  of 
albums  to  her  credit  and  was  voted  the  1998  Native  American  Female  Artist 
of  the  Year  by  the  NAMMYs,  (The  Native  American  Music  Awards).  She's  known 
for  her  collaborations  with  Robbie  Robertson,  Neil  Young  and  Willie  Nelson. 
For  more  information  go  to  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 
Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Friday:  4am 
Saturday:  4pm 


Sunday:  5am,  4pm 
Monday:  5am 

on  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA.ORG  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 
or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KPFA.ORG  in  RealAudio 
Thursdays:  7pm-8pm  PT 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  in  QuickTime  or  RealMediaon  W01B.0RG 
Saturdays:  noon-lpm  MT 

5)  Wellness  Edition  Topics  for  Oct  20  and  27 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  Friday  l-2pm  ET  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

FRI  - 10/20:  Alaska  Federation  of  Natives:  Our  Health  in  the  21st  Century: 
The  Alaska  Federation  of  Natives  (AFN)  annual  convention  brings  more  than 
4,000  Natives  together  every  year  to  discuss  common  issues  and  gather 
strength  and  support  from  each  other.  Some  issues,  like  the  right  to 
pursue  a traditional  subsistence  lifestyle,  return  every  year.  What  kind  of 
effect  do  the  political  issues  at  AFN  have  on  the  health  and  well  being  of 
Native  people?  Is  returning  to  a traditional  subsistence  diet  and  a 
subsistence  lifestyle  the  answer  to  reducing  our  risks  for  increasingly 
pervasive  health  problems?  This  year's  AFN  theme  is  "Our  Place  in  the  21st 
Century."  loin  us  to  talk  about  our  health  in  the  21st  century. 

FRI  - 10/27:  Leading  by  Example  - The  2000  Red  Ribbon  Celebration: 

The  2000  Red  Ribbon  Celebration's  theme  is  "Leading  by  Example."  Red  Ribbon 
Week  was  started  in  1986  as  a way  to  combat  the  destruction  caused  by 
drugs,  alcohol,  and  tobacco.  Our  Native  communities  recognize  this 
celebration  as  a way  to  encourage  a return  to  traditional  alcohol-free 
practices;  but  how  can  we  unite,  nationally,  to  raise  awareness  about  the 
deaths  and  injuries  caused  by  abuse  of  alcohol  and  drugs?  Red  Ribbon  Week 
is  usually  aimed  at  youth,  but  how  can  everyone  abide  by  this  year's  theme? 
How  can  you  "lead  by  example"  when  it  comes  to  drinking,  smoking,  and  using 
drugs? 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. . .contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http://www.pbs.org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program  at 
http : //www. nativetelecom . org 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Rayann,  Gary  Smith,  Deborah  Frazier,  Svhyeyi  Aga  Koga,  Mike  Wicks, 

John  D Berry,  Chris  Milda,  Kola  Headquarters,  Martha  Ture,  Eric  Martin, 
Dodie  via  Ishgooda,  Nokwisa,  Brent  Michael  Davids,  lanet  Smith, 

Barbara  Landis,  Debbie  Sanders,  lohnnie  Rustywire,  S S Firehair 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Wed  Oct  18  03:59:19  2000 

Date:  17  Oct  2000  23:00:49  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.043 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Zuni  big  wind  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Wishram  travel  in  canoes  moon 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indians  elist,  First  Nations,  Nat-Film, 
Big  Mountain,  LPDC  & Triballaw  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 

UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy.org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"I  keep  hearing  so  much  about  blood  quantum, and  who  is  darker  and  who 
is  lighter, and  who  has  different  earwax,and  who  is  a wannabe. You  folks 
sound  as  bad  as  the  government  and  maybe  even  worse." 

"I  was  born  and  raised  on  the  Mescalero  reservation  over  fifty  years 
ago.  Where  I come  from, you  are  or  you  are  not.  We  don't  look  into 
each  others  veins  or  look  up  the  history  on  someone.  This  is  what  the 
government  does  to  us; and  we  eagerly  pass  it  on  in  the  utmost  to  our 
brothers  and  sisters.  It's  kind  of  like  what  the  nazis  did  to  the 
jews . " 

"I  am  full  blooded  and  I don't  shove  it  in  anyones  face. I respect  all 
people, regardless  of  the  tint  of  their  skin.  I fully  agree  that  what 
the  government  does  to  us  is  very  wrong.  But  we  as  a people  are  a 
very  large  cut  above  the  invaders  of  Turtle  Island.  It  is  not  right  to 
pass  judgement  on  an  indin  who  is  not  registered.  It's  like  the  pot 
calling  the  kettle  black." 

"We  are  who  we  are . " 


Nathan  Lupe,  Mescalero 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

i I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
j to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  I 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


| Journey 

| The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+ - 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching. 

PLEASE  SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORT  FOR  STEVIE  THOMPSON'S  FAMILY  BY  COMING  TO  THE 
ST. PAUL  COURTHOUSE  AT  15  W.  KELLOGG  BLVD. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  24TH  AT  10:00  AM  FOR  STEINHAUSER 
THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  26TH  AT  11:00  AM  FOR  THOMPSON 

Date:  Mon,  9 Oct  2000  20:55:39  EDT 
From:  Rayann6@aol.com 
Subj : Stevie 

Gary, 

My  name  is  Rayann  and  I work  at  the  St.  Paul  Courthouse  information  desk. 


I knew  Stevie  for  over  30  years.  He  would  have  given  the  shirt  off  his 
back  to  anyone  who  asked  for  it.  He  was  that  kind  of  guy.  At  the  first 
hearing  his  brother  lack  Thompson  and  myself  were  the  only  ones  there. 

It  was  postponed  because  the  autopsy  report  hadn't  been  completed  yet, 
three  months  after  his  death.  If  Stevie  was  the  Governors  son  it  wouldn't 
have  taken  this  long.  Elizabeth  Langer  is  the  Victim  Advocate  for  the 
office  of  Ramsey  County  Attorney.  She  has  not  only  read  the  statements 
from  the  murders,  police  and  witness  but  she  has  also  seen  the  pictures 
of  how  bad  they  beat  Stevie.  She  believes  as  I do  that  these  animals 
should  be  charged  with  nothing  less  than  intentional  murder. 

She  invites  anyone  to  call  or  email  her  with  questions. 

Elizabeth . Langer@Co. Ramsey. MN. US  or  phone  (651) -266-3161 
The  web  page  I setup  for  Stevie  is: 
http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/steviethompson . html 
Thanks  for  any  help  in  spreading  information. 

Rayann 


I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http: //members .tripod . com/~dikani /pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@speakeasy .org 


Please  also  keep  those  sailors  aboard  the  destroyer  Cole  who  are  on  their 
Spirit  Journey  in  your  prayers.  They  were  killed  by  cowards  who  never 
faced  them. 


Date:  Mon,  16  Oct  2000  08:09:20  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Scott  TIPPETTS"  <TIPPETTS@pire . org> 

Subj : Peltier  case  to  be  broadcast  on  A&E 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

A&E  will  be  doing  an  hour  long  special  on  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier 
American  Justice:  Murder  on  a Reservation 
Tues.  October  17  at  9-10pm  ET/PT 
Show  will  repeat: 

Wednesday,  October  18  1:00  AM  - 2:00  AM 

Saturday  , October  21  5:00  PM  - 6:00PM 


I have  tried  to  avoid  politics  <period>,  but  this  cannot  go  unsaid. 
HOW  can  you  do  worse  than  want  the  buffalo  slayer  Marc  Racicot  as 
Secretary  of  Interior?  The  Bush  camp  has  found  a way!.... 

Date:  Tue,  17  Oct  2000  05:35:42  -0400 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj:  Fw:  WELCOME  TO  TASWER'S  WEBSITE 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

>From:  "Lona"  <tahomagirl@earthlink. net> 

>From  the  Certain  list.. 

This  is  scary.  Feel  free  to  pass  it  on., 
http: //www.taswer .org/ 

BUSH  CAMP  TAPS  GORTON  AS  A POTENTIAL  CHOICE  FOR  SECRETARY  OF  INTERIOR 
This  week,  a Bush  official  noted  that  if  Senator  Slade  Gorton  (R-WA) 
loses  his  re-election  bid  for  U.S.  Senate,  he  could  be  the  next 
Secretary  of  Interior  in  a prospective  Bush  Administration.  Senator 
Gorton  is  locked  in  a close  battle  with  former  House  of 
Representatives  Congresswoman,  Maria  Cantwell  and  considered  a 
vulnerable  candidate  by  most  watching  the  race. 

Tribes  in  Washington  State  and  throughout  the  nation  are  actively 
supporting  Ms.  Cantwell,  citing  Senator  Gorton's  past  voting  record  on 
Indian  issues.  Senator  Gorton  has  publicly  stated  that  he  is  opposed 
to  treaty  rights  enforcement  and  tribal  sovereignty.  In  1998,  Mr. 
Gorton  introduced  the  American  Indian  Equal  Justice  Act  which  would 
have  severely  limited  tribal  rights.  The  bill  sparked  controversy  and 
was  later  withdrawn  by  the  Senator. 

Regardless  of  these  concerns,  Mr.  Spike  Hannson,  a Native  American 
advisor  to  the  Bush  campaign  explained  that  Senator  Gorton's 
appointment  as  Secretary  of  Interior  would  be  an  obvious  choice 
because  of  his  service  as  the  chairman  of  the  Interior  Appropriations 
subcommittee.  If  Senator  Gorton  were  appointed  as  the  Secretary  of 
Interior,  he  would  have  jurisdiction  over  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

Heather  Taylor,  Government  Relations 
Janet  Smith 
Owlstar  Trading  Post 
http://www.owlstar.com 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 


gars@nanews.org 

gars@speakeasy.org 


Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A. 


gars@olagrande.net 
gars@sdf . lone star . org 


===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Meeting  Leads  to  Cooperation 
Among  Tribes  & Feds 

- BC  Church  Goes  Under 
for  Native  Sexual  Abuse 

- Outspoken  Crow  Tribe 
Secretary  Impeached 

- Mining  the  Mesas 

- Abenaki  Go  To  Court  Over  Remains 

- Burnt  Church  and 

the  Failure  of  Federalism 

- Off-Reserve  Natives 
Assert  Their  Right  to  Hunt 

- Cops  Grants  to 
Enhance  Law  Enforcement 

- Pine  Tree  Native  Centre 
in  Financial  Crisis 


Why  Two  Time  Zones  in  Nunavut 
Slade  Gorton  Named 
to  LCV's  Dirty  Dozen 
Hyde  vs  Peltier  Update 
Peltier  on  Winning 
Hopeful  News  from 
Leonard  Peltier  with  Warning 
Native  Prisoner 

History:  Carlisle  Indian  School 
Rustywire:  Nickmo 
Poem:  My  Heart 

Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Indians  Protest  Arizona's 
English-Only  Ballot 
Upcoming  Events 
Native  America  Calling 


"RE : Meeting  Leads  to  Cooperation  Among  Tribes  & Feds 

Date:  Thu,  5 Oct  2000  08:06:41  -0500 

From:  "lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Subj : (FWD)Indian  News  10-05-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 


Historic  meeting  leads  to  cooperation  among  tribes,  feds 
By  David  Melmer 
Indian  Country  Today 
Oct  4,  2000 

RAPID  CITY,  S.D.  - Government-to-government  relations  peaked  at  an  historic 
gathering  here. 

Twenty-eight  American  Indian  nations  came  together  to  discuss  emergency 
management  preparedness . An  agreement  signed  with  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  will  impact  future  preparedness  to  combat  the  hardships 
from  natural  disasters. 

The  first-ever  Memorandum  of  Understanding  was  signed  by  21  of  the  28 
participating  tribal  officials.  Other  tribal  leaders  will  consult  with 
their  tribal  councils  before  signing  the  agreement. 

This  agreement  will  form  a Tribal  Emergency  Management  Coordinating 
Council  with  a representative  of  each  tribe  to  work  in  partnership  with 
each  other  and  FEMA  to  create  improved  emergency  management  programs. 

"This  is  an  historic  moment.  We  had  open  discussion  on  this  memorandum, 
listened  to  each  other  and  came  to  a consensus,"  Rick  Weiland,  Region  VIII 
FEMA  director  said. 

The  memorandum  is  the  first  step  in  a long  process  that  will  continue  to 
improve  cooperation  with  tribes  and  FEMA  to  deal  with  disasters  on 
reservations . 

"The  purpose  of  TEMCC  is  to  improve  communication  in  Region  VIII.  I am 
encouraged,  because  there  are  so  many  things  we  can  do  for  people," 

Weiland  said. 

Tribes  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  states  in  which  they  reside  to  receive 
federal  emergency  disaster  aid,  he  explained.  A governor  must  ask  that  a 
county  in  which  the  reservation  is  located  be  designated  by  the  president 
as  a disaster  area.  The  state  then  distributes  the  funding. 

The  newly  formed  council  will  have  a large  agenda  to  work  on  over  the 
next  few  years,  but  one  of  the  items  up  for  discussion  will  be  an 
amendment  to  the  Stafford  Act  that  created  FEMA.  Nowhere  in  the  act  are 
tribes  mentioned.  However,  as  Weiland  and  other  members  of  federal 
agencies  pointed  out  at  the  conference,  an  executive  order  issued  by 
President  Clinton  is  the  motivating  force  for  agencies  to  work  with  tribes 
on  a government-to-government  basis. 

But,  when  it  comes  to  emergencies  the  state  is  in  charge.  "The  goal  is 


to  change  the  Stafford  Act.  It  now  recognizes  the  state  and  not  the  tribes, 
" said  Gregg  Bourland,  chairman  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe. 

He  said  his  tribe  was  interested  in  changing  the  act,  but  "one  tribe 
can't  do  it  alone.  Now  we  can  have  a dialogue  amongst  ourselves  and  in 
unified  fashion  develop  language  that  we  can  take  to  Congress." 

"With  this  (agreement)  we  now  have  a vehicle  to  fix  the  problem  and  this 
is  the  first  step  down  that  road." 

Weiland  said  that  if  there  is  to  be  a change  in  the  act,  the  tribes  must 
have  the  ability  and  resources  available  to  get  started  with  emergency 
management  teams. 

The  FEMA  conference,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  nation,  was  conducted 
to  provide  training  for  emergency  management  personnel  from  the 
reservations  and  to  encourage  those  reservations  with  no  preparedness  plan 
to  move  in  that  direction. 

Hundreds  of  participants  praised  the  efforts  of  FEMA  for  holding  the 
conference  and  many  said  they  had  no  idea  what  FEMA  even  stood  for  before 
a disaster  struck  their  reservation.  In  addition  to  FEMA,  the  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  the 
Economic  Development  Agency,  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  and  state 
agencies  from  several  of  the  six  states  in  Region  VIII  attended  the 
conference. 

Bourland  told  a story  about  a 1997  snow  storm  that  ravaged  most  of  the 
western  part  of  South  Dakota,  especially  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation. 

"We  had  one  snow  drift  that  was  30  feet  high  and  one-half  mile  long.  We 
lost  30,000  head  of  cattle.  We  went  to  the  BIA  and  they  said  they  had  no 
money.  We  asked  the  Department  of  Transportation  for  help  and  they  said  to 
go  to  the  BIA.  We  asked  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  they  said  go  to 
the  BIA.  We  had  never  heard  of  FEMA. 

"When  we  called  FEMA,  they  asked  us  how  they  could  help.  I was 
flabbergasted.  They  helped  our  people,"  Bourland  said.  "All  the  other 
agencies  forgot  what  Clinton  said,  but  FEMA  listened." 

The  difficulty  tribes  experienced  in  the  past  is  not  knowing  where  to 
turn  in  case  of  disasters  like  tornadoes,  floods  or  fires.  With  the  tribal 
emergency  council,  tribes  can  work  together,  share  resources  and  have  a 
special  partnership  with  FEMA  and  other  federal  agencies  to  provide 
technical  assistance,  training  and  financial  aid. 

"We  used  our  own  money  to  pay  for  disasters.  We  didn't  know  about  FEMA," 
said  Howard  Richard,  chairman  of  the  Southern  Ute  Tribe. 

"With  the  (agreement)  we  have  a vehicle  to  allow  things  to  happen.  I can 
go  home  now  and  say  we  have  to  regroup  and  develop  a budget  for  planning." 

Presently  Region  VIII  is  the  only  FEMA  region  that  deploys  a tribal 
cadre  to  coordinate  emergency  efforts  with  the  tribes.  Weiland  said  that 
cadre  was  sent  all  over  the  nation  to  various  tribes  with  disasters  "to 
save  lives,  the  environment  and  the  cultures.  It  has  assisted  in  all  28  of 
the  nations  located  within  Region  VIII,  he  said. 

"They  have  made  a difference." 

He  said  FEMA  distributed  more  than  $22  million  throughout  Indian  country 
in  disaster  aid  over  the  years.  "I've  seen  this  money  work  and  enable 
tribal  members  to  rebuild  homes,  rebuild  water  ways  and  map  flood  plains. 
The  memorandum  of  understanding  will  turn  our  attention  to  the  future. 

"Sovereignty  is  the  basic  rule  in  dealing  with  tribes.  There  is  no 
debate.  American  Indians  are  not  another  minority  group.  FEMA  is  committed 
to  its  word  as  one  government  to  another.  Treaties  are  a trust 
responsibility  and  the  federal  government's  words  must  be  worthy,"  Weiland 
said . 

Sue  Masten,  president  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  said 
FEMA  could  work  with  the  NCAI  to  conduct  training  sessions  and  develop  a 
handbook  for  emergency  planning  on  reservations . She  complained  that 
failures  in  the  past  were  caused  by  the  lack  of  funds,  not  properly  shared 
by  the  states  with  the  tribes. 

"Partnerships  can  be  difficult,  but  FEMA  can  be  helpful  and  a 
partnership  with  the  tribes  is  positive.  Our  responsibility  is  to  protect 
our  homelands  and  people  from  disasters.  If  we  are  not  prepared  we  will 
become  overwhelmed.  We  must  utilize  all  the  resources  from  the  states. 


federal  government  and  the  tribes/'  Masten  said. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  was  to  do  just  that.  Each  tribe  designated 
delegates  to  attend  training  sessions  that  provided  information  relevant 
to  maintaining  and  establishing  emergency  management  departments  within 
the  tribes.  It  was  emphasized  over  and  over  by  panelists  from  various 
agencies  that  to  have  a department  coordinate  the  efforts  for  the  tribe  is 
essential.  The  agencies  need  a contact  within  the  tribe. 

In  the  past  years  every  tribe  within  the  region,  except  for  Fort  Peck 
has  been  in  need  of  emergency  assistance  from  disasters.  This  year  fires 
in  Montana  and  Colorado  affected  the  Ute  Mountain,  Southern  Ute,  Flathead 
Reservation,  Pine  Ridge  and  Rosebud  reservations . 

Acting  President  Wilbur  Between  Lodges  said  the  Oglala  Lakota  Nation 
learned  a valuable  lesson  in  the  summer  of  1999.  One  person  died,  hundreds 
were  injured.  It  started  out  as  a beautiful  day,  but  by  night  it  was  a 
disaster. " 

The  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  had  no  emergency  management  office.  But  a 
FEMA  cadre  member,  Oglala  Delbert  Brewer,  was  instrumental  in  the  recovery 
process.  Between  Lodges  said.  "We  put  our  faith  in  Brewer  and  he  showed  us. 

An  oft-repeated  word  at  the  conference  was  partnering.  Agency  officials 
and  tribal  leaders  continually  urged  the  tribes  to  form  an  emergency 
management  office,  appoint  a manager  and  educate  tribal  members  about 
emergency  preparedness. 

"If  there  is  no  infrastructure,  there  will  be  no  emergency  management. 
Find  somebody  at  the  state  or  federal  level  to  mentor  the  program.  Find 
somebody  who  knows  how  to  play  the  game,  provide  training.  Flave  a tribal 
person  be  a liaison  with  the  state,"  said  Fred  Cowie,  tribal  liaison  for 
the  Montana  Disaster  and  Emergency  Services. 

Before  this  conference  little  was  done  to  form  partnerships  with  tribes 
to  provide  emergency  services.  Earl  Morris  of  the  Office  of  Comprehensive 
Emergency  Management,  said  "whatever  we  were  doing  to  partner  with  the 
tribes  was  not  enough.  We  never  identified  tribes  as  major  partners  or 
customers.  We  did  not  recognize  tribes  as  partners. 

"Counties  were  required  to  have  local  emergency  plans  that  FEMA  makes  a 
commitment  to  fund.  We  have  made  progress  with  the  Navajo  Nation.  We  need 
to  do  more  to  partner  with  tribes  to  get  on  reservations  to  assist  in 
emergencies.  I hope  more  tribes  will  come  onboard  so  we  can  fund  them.  We 
are  committed  to  back  up  the  tribes,"  Morris  said. 

As  tribal  leaders  took  microphones  and  podiums,  they  praised  the  work 
FEMA  has  done  and  especially  praised  the  Memorandum  of  Understanding  that 
starts  a communication  and  dialogue  with  the  federal  agency  to  build 
emergency  plans  in  case  of  devastating  disasters. 

The  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  is  making  plans  for  potential  disasters. 
Bourland  said  the  tribe  will  install  more  sirens  in  various  communities. 

The  tribe  owns  the  telephone  company  that  will  install  fiber  optics  that, 
properly  installed,  will  provide  a backup  to  warn  shut  ins  and  others 
about  impending  disasters. 

"The  purpose  is  to  save  lives,  second  save  property,"  he  said. 

Most  of  those  at  the  conference  said  they  hope  they  never  need  FEMA, 
which  meant  a disaster  occurred.  Weiland  said  FEMA  can  help  before  a 
disaster  occurs  with  assistance  in  technical  planning. 

"As  tribes  we  are  unique  and  have  special  needs.  This  agreement  gives  us 
a better  idea  of  how  to  plan.  We  are  still  in  the  learning  mode  and  need 
to  know  the  policies  and  procedures  with  FEMA.  We  need  to  be  able  to 
bypass  the  states  when  we  are  treated  as  counties  on  a local  basis.  That's 
the  purpose  of  the  agreement.  We  must  fine  tune  the  instrument.  We  still 
have  a ways  to  go,"  Richard  said. 
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B.C.  churches  told  to  list  assets 
Richard  Foot 
National  Post 

QUESNEL,  B.C.  - Federal  lawyers  have  asked  Anglican  churches  in  British 
Columbia  to  provide  a list  of  jewels  and  paintings  they  own  as  a means 
of  recouping  the  cost  of  residential  school  lawsuits  against  the 
government . 

Ottawa's  request  was  revealed  here  this  weekend  as  the  Diocese  of 
Cariboo  voted  to  wind  up  operations  and  declare  bankruptcy  within  12 
months,  after  being  forced  into  financial  ruin  by  sexual  abuse  lawsuits 
filed  by  former  students  of  a native  residential  school.  The  diocese  is 
the  first  Christian  organization  in  Canada  to  fall  as  a result  of  the 
thousands  of  lawsuits  brought  against  Ottawa  and  various  churches. 

Bud  Smith,  the  diocesan  chancellor,  or  lawyer,  to  priests  and  delegates 
from  17  parishes  who  gathered  this  weekend  to  consider  their  future, 
said  government  lawyers  have  asked  him  to  detail  what  jewellery  and  art 
the  diocese  has  among  its  assets. 

"I  don't  know  what  kind  of  paintings  you've  got  squirrelled  away  in  your 
basements,"  Mr.  Smith  told  a room  of  church  delegates  this  weekend,  who 
proposed  sending  children's  paintings  from  Sunday  school  classes  to 
Ottawa.  "The  only  jewellery  we  have  is  the  Bishop's  ring,  and  one  would 
hope  the  government  won't  take  the  Bishop's  ring." 

Despite  the  anger  and  weariness  of  Anglicans  here,  there  is  hope  the 
Church  will  rise  up  out  of  bankruptcy  in  renewed  form  --  even  if  their 
buildings  are  sold  and  people  are  forced  to  worship  in  school  classrooms 
or  private  homes. 

"We're  not  toast,  we're  yeast,"  declared  buttons  worn  by  the  faithful 
this  weekend. 

"Spiritually,  we  may  be  yeast,"  said  Mr.  Smith,  a former  B.C. 
attorney-general.  "But  financially,  we  are  toast.  The  Diocese  of  Cariboo 
is  broke.  That's  the  cold,  hard  truth  of  the  matter." 

Together  with  the  national  arm  of  the  Anglican  Church  and  the  federal 
government,  the  Diocese  of  Cariboo  has  been  named  as  a defendant  in 
lawsuits  brought  by  15  former  students  of  a residential  school  in 
Lytton,  B.C.  Anglicans  managed  the  school  until  1969  on  behalf  of  the 
federal  government.  In  1998,  both  groups  were  found  "vicariously  liable" 
for  the  sexual  abuse  committed  against  students  there  by  a dormitory 
supervisor,  who  was  convicted  in  an  earlier  criminal  trial. 

The  Church  was  ordered  to  pay  60%,  the  government  40%,  of  an  estimated 
$200,000  settlement  to  Floyd  Mowatt,  the  first  plaintiff.  The  remaining 
cases  are  still  before  the  courts.  Of  the  15  plaintiffs,  only  Mr.  Mowatt 
and  two  others  have  directly  sued  the  Church.  Twelve  sued  only  the 
federal  government,  which  then  chose  to  hold  the  Church  liable  in  these 
cases  by  naming  it  as  a third-party  co-defendant. 

The  national  arm  of  the  Church  says  it  might  go  bankrupt  some  time  next 
year  as  a result  of  these  and  other  cases.  The  Diocese  of  Cariboo  --  a 
small  rural  diocese  of  only  4,000  members  spread  across  a vast  section 
of  the  B.C.  interior  --  has  already  liquidated  its  cash  investments  to 
pay  more  than  $350,000  in  legal  fees  over  the  last  three  years.  It  is  no 
longer  being  represented  in  lawsuits  against  it. 

Officials  here  say  it  is  the  first  Anglican  diocese  in  the  Commonwealth 
to  be  sued  into  insolvency. 

The  diocese's  individual  parishes,  which  have  not  been  named  in  the 
suits,  are  still  operating  on  their  own  budgets.  But  Him  Cruickshank, 
Bishop  of  Cariboo,  says  the  financial  uncertainty  and  the  stigma  of 
dealing  with  sexual  abuse  issues  has  wreaked  havoc  with  Church 
operations  throughout  the  region.  Collection  plate  givings  are  down, 
favourite  priests  have  left  the  diocese  in  recent  months  and  some 
members  have  cut  the  Church  from  their  wills. 

More  importantly.  Church  law  and  custom  requires  parishes  to  unite 
within  a diocese  under  the  episcopal  authority  of  a bishop.  If  the 
diocese  disappears,  it  raises  a number  of  questions,  including  how  the 
parishes  will  function,  who  will  ordain  new  ministers  and  who  will 


confirm  children. 

"Oh  how  I wish  we  could  get  rid  of  this  litigation  and  get  on  with  being 
a Church/'  said  Bishop  Cruickshank,  who  will  lose  his  job  as  a result  of 
the  bankruptcy. 

The  diocese's  remaining  assets  are  its  church  buildings,  whose  fate  is 
a key  factor  in  how  the  residential  school  struggle  will  unfold  between 
the  government  and  all  the  churches. 

Having  named  the  diocese  as  a third-party  defendant  in  many  lawsuits, 
Ottawa  will  seek  to  recover  liabilities  from  the  Church  as  compensation 
in  each  case  is  awarded.  The  government  is  therefore  the  major  creditor 
when  the  diocese  declares  bankruptcy.  Justice  Department  lawyers  have 
already  produced  a federal  document  that  puts  the  total  assessed  value 
of  the  diocesan  properties  at  $3,357,170. 

Mr.  Smith  says  the  government  cannot  have  these  Church  buildings  because 
the  diocese  holds  title  to  the  property  in  trust  for  the  parishes.  But 
he  says  federal  lawyers  believe  the  diocese  owns  the  properties 
outright.  If  so,  they  could  be  liquidated  in  a bankruptcy  proceeding. 
Ultimately,  a court  might  have  to  decide. 

Throughout  the  weekend,  emotions  alternated  between  shame  and  sorrow 
for  the  Church's  role  in  residential  schools  and  a rising  sense  of  anger 
that  cherished  Church  buildings  may  be  bulldozed  as  a result. 

"Churches  in  Cariboo  are  sacred  places,"  said  Rob  Taylor,  a member  of 
St.  Peter's  Anglican  Church  in  Williams  Lake,  B.C.  "They  are  not  garages 
or  strip  malls  or  even  family  businesses  that  have  been  passed  from  one 
generation  to  the  next.  They  are  the  homes  where  the  momentous  events  in 
our  lives  are  celebrated." 

Others  expressed  hope  the  bankruptcy  might  allow  the  Church  to  come 
clean  with  its  past,  shed  itself  of  physical  distractions  and  focus  on 
its  core  assets  --  its  people. 

"This  is  a liberating  experience,"  said  the  Rev.  Mark  Lemon,  a priest  in 
Quesnel.  "This  is  excising  the  poison  from  our  veins." 

Added  Bishop  Cruickshank:  "I  believe  God  has  looked  at  this  old  Anglican 
Church,  this  establishment  Church  and  has  said,  'I'm  going  to  prune  it  a 
bit.'  So  we'll  be  pruned,  and  we'll  grow  back  as  a more  compassionate 
Church.  Because  now  we  know  what  it  feels  like  to  be  powerless." 

> 
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Greetings, 

Last  year  the  National  Council  of  Churches'  General  Secretary,  Rev. 
Robert  Edgar  at  a Council  meeting  was  asked  why  the  Governing  Board 
meeting  was  being  held  in  Atlanta,  home  of  the  "Atlanta  Braves"  and  the 
"tomahawk  chop"  and  why  the  NCCC  was  not  supporting  the  American  Indian 
protest.  The  response  was  because  it  is  Andy  Young's  hometown.  Andrew 
Young  is  newly  elected  president  of  the  NCCC. 

This  is  the  same  question  asked  by  members  of  the  American  Indian 
community  the  year  before  when  it  was  decided  to  go  to  Cleveland;  home  of 
the  'Cleveland  Indians'  and  'chief  wahoo'.  More  and  more  American 
Indian's  who  are  members,  consultants  and  friends  of  the  Council  are  being 
ignored  concerning  the  struggle  of  racism. 

As  a professional  who  has  responsibility  to  monitor  corporations ' 
discrimination  issues  on  behalf  of  shareholders,  I am  distressed  by  the 
NCCC's  lack  of  sensitivity  concerning  racism  toward  the  American  Indian 
community.  One  of  the  most  important  things  I have  learned  is  that  when 
a corporation  or  an  institution  takes  a less  then  aggressive  stand 
against  racism  is  when  we  begin  to  lose  the  battle  against  racism.  I am 
particularly  concerned  that  the  NCCC  has  disregarded  the  importance  of 


American  Indian  peoples'  struggles  with  issues  about  self-identity  and 
sacred  and  traditional  sites.  The  NCCC,  an  ecumenical  organization 
representing  Protestant  and  Orthodox  denominations , will  have  held 
consecutive  meetings  in  the  two  cities  (Cleveland,  Ohio  and  Atlanta, 
Georgia)  that  most  represent  open  and  blatant  racism  against  American 
Indian  Peoples.  In  fact,  the  NAACP  has  called  for  a commercial  boycott 
of  Atlanta,  based  on  the  depiction  of  a mini-confederate  flag  within  the 
Georgia  state  flag  and  all  that  stands  for  including  the  historic 
treatment  of  people  of  color.  The  NCCC  has  not  commented,  scheduled 
discussions,  or  planned  any  activity  to  address  these  issues  at  their 
November  meeting  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Last  year,  the  NCCC's  General  Assembly  met  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  where  the 
American  Indian  community  had  been  battling  with  major  league  baseball 
over  Cleveland's  use  of  a racist  and  demeaning  mascot  and  logo.  Members 
of  the  NCCC  offered  no  official  support  yet  they  used  one  of  our  most 
respected  leaders.  Dr.  Dennis  Banks'  image  in  a public  relations  video 
promoting  NCCC's  commitment  to  racial  justice.  Instead  of  hearing  Banks' 
plea  for  unity  and  inclusion,  the  NCCC  will  instead  have  held  their 
largest  annual  gathering  in  the  two  states  that  most  represent  today's 
racism  toward  Indian  Peoples.  Two  states,  Ohio  and  Georgia  whose 
contemporary  racism  is  only  matched  by  their  historic  acts  of  racism 
through  their  participation  in  another  forced  removal  of  Indian  Peoples, 
this  time  under  the  guise  of  "relocation."  Today,  these  cities  celebrate 
their  histories  with  stereotypical  images  of  Indian  Peoples.  The  NCCC 
needs  to  hear  from  Indian  people  that  we  are  concerned  about  the  NCCC  lack 
of  support  for  the  American  Indian  community  fight  against  racism.  And 
they  need  to  hear  that  we  support  our  Indian  brothers  and  sisters  working 
within  the  Christian  religious  community  and  will  not  tolerate  disrespect 
for  the  work  they  do. 

If  you  share  these  concerns  contact  the  NCCC's  General  Secretary  Robert 
Edgar  and/or  President  Andrew  Young  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

You  may  also  contact  Rev.  Dr.  Randall  Bailey,  Chair  of  the  Inclusiveness 
and  Justice  Commission.  Dr.  Bailey  is  a strong  ally  who  expressed  his 
dismay  and  distress  after  having  only  just  learned  of  our  concerns  related 
to  this  year's  venue  of  the  NCCC  General  Assembly.  Dr.  Bailey  has 
committed  to  bring  this  issue  to  the  Inclusiveness  and  Justice  Commission 
for  discussion  and  strategizing  at  their  Spring  meeting. 

Robert  Edgar,  General  Secretary 

edgar@ncccusa.org 

212-870-2817 

Andrew  Young,  President 
404-527-3827 

Rev.  Dr.  Randall  Bailey 
rcbailey@itc . edu 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  interest. 

Gary  Brouse 

Indianz  at  http://www.egroups.com  - a group  for,  by,  and  about  Indianz 

"RE : Outspoken  Crow  Tribe  Secretary  Impeached"  - — 

Date:  Mon,  16  Oct  2000  06:43:07  PDT 
From:  "Jess  Hansen."  <mikolal8@H0TMAIL.C0M> 

Subj : "Outspoken  Crow  Tribe  secretary  impeached" 

Mailing  List:  First  Nations  <First_Nations@home.ease.lsoft.com> 

http : //www. bill ingsgazette. com/ content /local/ It r ibe. php 
By:  JAMES  HAGENGRUBER 
of  The  Gazette  Staff 

"After  a three-month  power  struggle  with  the  chairman  of  the  Crow  Tribe, 
the  tribe's  elected  secretary  was  ousted  Saturday  during  the  tribe's 
quarterly  council  meeting. 


Secretary  Tilton  Old  Bull  was  impeached  because  he  "failed  to  perform  his 
duties  and  represent  the  best  interests  of  the  Crow  Tribal  membership  by 
refusing  to  cooperate  with  the  other  elected  tribal  officials/'  according  to 
the  ruling  adopted  by  87  petrcent  of  the  965  council  members  present  at  the 
meeting. 

Old  Bull,  who  was  elected  in  May  on  the  same  ticket  as  Chairman  Clifford 
Birdinground , was  initially  given  equal  check-signing  authority  to  the 
chairman.  Old  Bull  has  publicly  denounced  the  administration  for  failing  to 
keep  campaign  promises  and  was  stripped  of  his  signing  authority  in 
September . 

"I  am  going  to  protest  this  and  I am  going  to  fight  it,"  Old  Bull  said 
Sunday.  "I  wasn't  given  the  proper  due  process  at  the  meeting."  Crow  Tribe 
Spokesperson  Leroy  Not  Afraid  said  the  decision  to  seek  Old  Bull's 
impeachment  was  "very  difficult." 

* complete  story  at  above  URL. 

Message  Archive: 

<http://www.mail-archive.com/first_nations%40home.ease.lsoft . com/index. html> 

"RE : Mining  the  Mesas"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Oct  2000  14:02:04  -0700 
From:  redorman@theofficenet.com 
Subj : MINING  IN  THE  MESAS 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

>From:  Stuart  M Leiderman<leidermn@cisunix.unh.edu> 

Hello  everyone.  Here  is  a program  for  the  Black  Mesa  session,  November 
14th  in  Reno,  Nevada  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Geological  Society  of 
America.  Please  feel  free  to  forward  it  on  to  anyone  who  a)  would  like 
to  attend,  b)  would  like  to  speak  or  submit  a paper,  video,  slides,  maps 
or  other  exhibit  material  (when  we  see  who  else  wants  to  speak,  we  will 
decide  how  to  limit  the  formal  presentations),  c)  contribute  toward  the 
delegation's  travel  expense  (there  are  approximately  ten  formal  speakers 
plus  it  appears  there  will  be  approximately  ten  Dine'  and  Hopi 
attendees;  priority  will  be  to  reimburse  Native  American 
participants ...  costs  are  approx.  $400  per  person),  and  d) 
reserve/purchase  a copy  of  the  session's  proceedings  which  will  include 
all  papers,  discussions,  audio  and  video  tapes. 

At  the  moment,  double  rooms  have  been  reserved  at  the  Sands  Hotel  at 
approx.  $30  per  night;  e-mail  me  if  you  want  to  stay  there  and  we'll 
work  out  how  to  pay. 

We  are  going  to  have  a propaganda-free  session;  this  is  a prestigious 
and  influential  national  science  and  technology  society  who  already  has 
a reputation  of  action  on  environmental  justic  matters.  The  emphasis 
will  be  on  educating  about  the  facts  and  seriousness  of  the  impacts 
being  experienced  by  the  people  and  the  land  of  Black  Mesa,  and 
suggestions  for  alleviating  those  impacts. 

As  session  co-chair  and  organizer  of  the  case  study  itself,  I want  to 
emphasize  that  this  is  a meeting  for  both  Dine'  and  Hopi.  If  members  of 
either  tribe  want  to  come,  please  let  me  know  so  we  can  welcome  you 
openly  as  respected  representatives  of  your  people  and  make  a place  for 
you  to  speak  at  the  formal  session  or  during  meetings  we  can  plan  for 
the  evening  before  and/or  after  the  formal  session,  in  private  or  with 
conference  attendees. 

Thank  you. 

Stuart  M.  Leiderman  <leidermn@hypatia . unh . edu>  phone  603.776.0055 


Stuart  M.  Leiderman  "Environmental  Refugees  and  Ecological  Restoration 
Environmental  Response/4th  World  Project  c/o  Natural  Resources 
Department,  lames  215  University  of  New  Hampshire-Durham  03824  USA  ph 
603.776.0055,  862.1051;  fx  603.862.4976  leidermn  § hypatia.unh.edu 
http : //pubpages . unh . edu/~leidermn 

"MINING  AS  GEOSCIENCE  EDUCATION:  PROGRAMS,  CURRICULA  AND  THE  CASE  OF 
BLACK  MESA,  ARIZONA" 


Tuesday,  November  14,  2000  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Geological 
Society  of  America  in  Reno,  Nevada 

This  session  has  been  organized  and  co-sponsored  by  members  of  the 
National  Association  of  Geoscience  Teachers  and  the  Environmental 
Response/4th  World  Project,  It  exemplifies  the  unique  cooperation  among 
professional  geologists,  teachers.  Native  Americans  and  other  concerned 
citizens  typical  of  the  Geological  Society  of  America,  especially  its 
continuing  effort  to  educate  the  public  about  environmental  justice. 


in  order  of  presentation: 

I.  MINING  AS  GEOSCIENCE  EDUCATION:  PROGRAMS  AND  CURRICULA 

"The  California  Mineral  Education  Foundation  Program  for  K-12  Teachers", 
Greg  R.  Wheeler,  California  State  University-Sacramento 
"Experiential  Education  in  Energy  Resources  and  Technology;  High  School 
Intern  Program  at  the  University  of  Kentucky",  Marybeth  McAlister  and 
lames  C.  Hower,  University  of  Kentucky- Lexington 
"Developing  Investigative  Modules  Involving  Simulated  Mineral 
Exploration  Tasks  to  Develop  Students'  Abilities  in  Data  Collection, 
Analysis,  and  Communication,  with  an  Example  of  a Simulated  Diamond 
Exploration  Project",  Barbara  1.  Tewksbury,  Hamilton  College,  Clinton, 
New  York 

"Earth  Resources  Interactive  (ERI):  Bringing  Earth  Resource  Issues  into 
the  Learning  Experience",  lames  E.  McClurg,  lames  D.  Myers,  University 
of  Wyoming-Laramie,  and  Scott  R.  Linneman,  Western  Washington 
University -Bellingham 

"The  Science  of  the  Comstock:  Using  the  Web  to  Help  Teachers",  Elisabeth 
M.  Price,  Washoe  County  [Nevada]  School  District,  lonathan  G.  Price, 
University  of  Nevada,  Collette  Craig,  Reed  High  School  [Reno,  Nevada], 
Lindsay  Craig,  Sage  Ridge  School  [Reno,  Nevada],  and  lohn  Fuetsch,  Reno 
[Nevada]  High  School 

II.  THE  CASE  STUDY  OF  BLACK  MESA,  ARIZONA 

"The  Plateau,  The  People,  and  Uranium",  Steven  Semken,  Dine'  College, 
Shiprock,  New  Mexico 

"The  Lay  and  Way  of  the  Land  on  Black  Mesa:  Geomorpohology,  Geology  and 
Ethnography  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples,  Navajo  and  Hopi--Two  Cultures  at 
Hard  Rock",  Samuel  Glen  Taylor,  Sacramento,  California 

"Mining  in  the  Mesa:  'How  Will  I Keep  Warm?",  Burton  S.  McKerchie,  Chief 
Productions,  Kearns  Canyon,  Arizona 

"Whose  Land  is  This?  An  Examination  of  U.S.  Government  'Legalized' 
Expropriation  of  Dineh  (Navajo)  Ancestral  Land",  Marsha  I.  Monestersky, 
for  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  Tuba  City,  Arizona 

"Elimination  of  Coal  Slurry  Pipeline  Through  On-Site  Gas  Conversion", 
Robert  Dorman,  Unlimited  Health  Resources  of  Northeast  Washington 
[State],  Colville 

"Alternatives  to  Using  Drinking  Water  to  Move  Coal:  Problem-Solving 
Perspectives  from  Black  Mesa",  Carol  Snyder  Halberstadt,  Migration .Com 
and  Black  Mesa  Weavers  for  Life  and  Land,  Newton,  Massachusetts 
"Environmental  Refugees  from  Black  Mesa,  Arizona",  Stuart  M.  Leiderman, 
Environmental  Response/4th  World  Project,  University  of  New 
Hampshire -Durham 

"Black  Mesa:  The  View  from  Europe",  Daniel  Zapata,  Peabody  Watch  Arizona 
"Building  the  Bridge  to  a New  World",  Iyawata  B.  Schneider,  Medway, 
Massachusetts 


abstracts,  in  order  of  presentation: 

WHEELER,  Greg  R.,  Geology  Department,  California  State  University, 
Sacramento,  California  95819-6043,  wheelergr@csus.edu,  916.278.7466 
Few  members  of  the  general  public  have  a clear  understanding  of  minera 
resources.  Most  people  do  not  know  how  minerals  are  mined  or  why  they 
must  be  extracted  from  many  diverse  locations.  Many  people  acquire 
knowledge  of  mineral  development  from  mass  media  sources  with  incomplete 
details  or  obvious  anti-mining  bias.  The  California  Mineral  Education 
Foundation  was  formed  in  1991  to  provide  educational  opportunities  for 
the  public  and  industry. 


There  have  been  major  changes  in  Earth  Science  teaching  requirements  for 
kindergarten  through  12th  grade  (K-12)  curricula  since  the  passage  of 
California  Senate  Bill  813  in  1983.  Model  graduation  standards, 
curriculum  standards  and  the  State  Science  Framework,  mandate 
substantial  coverage  of  geoscience  topics.  The  California  State 
Commission  on  Teacher  Credentialing  has  completed  changes  in 
multiple-subject  and  single-subject  science  credentials  which  will 
require  more  geoscience  preparation  for  all  teachers.  Teachers  must 
have  continuing  education  to  maintain  their  credentials  and  many  are  now 
seeking  information  in  geoscience.  The  need  for  pre-service  and 
in-service  education  in  geoscience  is  at  an  all-time  high. 

The  California  Mineral  Education  Foundation  has  conducted  conferences 
for  K-12  teachers  since  1991.  The  conferences  are  designed  and  taught 
by  master  teachers.  Each  conference  is  a mix  of  lectures,  labs,  and 
field  trips  to  various  mine  sites.  The  goal  is  to  provide  clear 
information  about  modern  mining  and  its  importance.  Teachers  share 
their  classroom  experiences  and  help  develop  lesson  plans  from  the 
material  at  the  conferences.  The  mineral  industry  in  California  has 
strongly  supported  conferences  with  money,  expertise,  and  access  to  mine 
property.  The  results  have  been  very  encouraging.  Ninety-six  percent 
of  the  participants  stated  that  they  had  changed  to  a more  positive 
perception  of  mining  after  a three-day  conference. 


McALISTER,  Marybeth,  and  FIOWER,  lames  C.,  University  of  Kentucky  Center 
for  Applied  Energy  Research,  Lexington,  Kentucky  40511, 
mbmc@caer.uky.edu,  859.257.0224 

Since  1993  the  University  of  Kentucky  Center  for  Applied  Energy  Research 
has  conducted  a summer  high  school  internship  program  aimed  at  exposing 
students  to  research  in  energy  topics,  primarily  coal.  The  endeavor  has 
been  funded  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  Experimental  Program  to 
Stimulate  Competitive  Research  (Kentucky  DOE  EPSCoR)  since  1997.  A 
total  of  28  students  participated  in  the  program  since  1997,  45  since 
the  program  began.  In  the  EPSCoR  years,  we  tried  to  reach  students 
primarily  from  rural  and  Appalachian  counties.  Up  to  eight  students 
worked  at  the  lab  for  two  weeks  one-on-one  with  a mentor,  who  educated 
them  on  energy  issues  and  supervised  their  lab  activities.  They  worked 
in  the  fields  of  catalysis,  coal  cleaning,  fly  ash  beneficiation , coal 
petrography,  carbon  materials,  and  environmental  studies.  Field  trips 
were  taken  to  an  active  surface  coal  mine  and  to  a coal-fired  power 
plant.  At  the  end  of  the  two  weeks,  students  made  a presentation  on 
their  projects  before  their  peers,  mentors,  teachers  and  parents.  In 
several  cases,  students  have  been  part  of  refereed  papers  resulting  from 
their  research  projects.  Of  the  students  who  have  been  through  the 
program  and  completed  high  school  (several  are  still  in  high  school), 
about  half  have  chosen  majors  in  science,  in  large  part  due  to  their 
experiences  at  the  CAER. 


TEWKSBURY,  Barbara  3.,  Department  of  Geology,  Hamilton  College,  Clinton, 
New  York  13323,  btewksbu@hamilton.edu,  315.859.4713 

Many  introductory  courses  focus  on  science  literacy  but  fail  to  provide 
students  with  personal  experience  in  doing  and  communicating  science. 

Even  those  courses  with  labs  commonly  focus  on  tasks  that  do  not  mimic 
how  science  is  done  by  scientists  in  the  real  world.  At  Hamilton 
College,  several  courses  across  the  sciences  have  developed  Laboratory 
Investigation  and  Communication  (LINC)  modules  that  have  both  an 
investigative  component,  in  which  students  conduct  a guided 
investigation  that  closely  mimics  how  scientists  do  science,  and  a 
communication  component,  in  which  students  defend  their  ideas  to  an 
audience  beyond  their  classmates  and  instructor. 

Mineral  exploration  tasks  lend  themselves  well  to  modules  designed  to 
mimic  how  exploration  geologists  design  and  carry  out  exploration  for 
minerals.  A module  designed  around  an  exploration  task,  whether  it 
involves  exploring  for  gold,  copper,  diamonds  or  petroleum,  can  be 
developed  and  inserted  into  a wide  variety  of  introductory  courses  and 
can  give  students  hands-on  experience  not  only  in  the  exploration 


aspects  of  the  project  but  also  in  rock  and  mineral  identification , map 
interpretation,  and  sample  analysis  techniques  that  are  typically  taught 
as  isolated  exercises  in  introductory  courses.  Concluding  the  project 
with  a defense  of  prospects  to  an  outside  audience  stimulates  students 
not  only  to  explain  their  work  to  someone  unfamiliar  with  it  but  also  to 
defend  their  work  to  another  professional  not  connected  with  the  class. 

I have  developed  a simulated  diamond  exploration  project  that  is  now 
integrated  as  a module  into  my  introductory  geology  course.  Students 
design  an  initial  reconnaissance  exploration  strategy,  collect  and 
analyze  samples  (collection  is  simulated  but  students  analyze  real 
samples),  refine  their  exploration  strategy,  plan  and  conduct  simulated 
aeromag  surveys  using  CBL  magnetic  field  probes,  plan  and  evaluate 
results  from  a diamond  drilling  program,  and  present  their  prospects  to 
a potential  investor.  One  of  the  crucial  aspects  of  the  project  is 
that  students  know  from  the  outset  that  the  individual  playing  the  role 
of  potential  investor  will  be  someone  brought  in  from  the  outside,  a 
non-Hamilton  College  colleague  with  real-world  experience  in 
international  mineral  exploration. 


McCLURG,  lames  E.  and  MYERS,  lames  D.,  Department  of  Geology  and 
Geophysics,  University  of  Wyoming,  Laramie,  Wyoming  82071, 
mcclurg@uwyo.edu,  307.766.2203,  and  LINNEMAN  Scott  R.,  Western 
Washington  University,  Bellingham,  Washington  98225. 

EARTH  RESOURCES  INTERACTIVE  (ERI) : BRINGING  EARTH  RESOURCE  ISSUES  INTO 
THE  LEARNING  EXPERIENCE 

Although  many  introductory  geoscience  courses  introduce  Earth  resource 
issues,  they  seldom  investigate  their  multifaceted  and  contradictory 
nature.  Earth  Resources  Interactive  (ERI)  was  created  to  increase  the 
awareness  of  students  about  Earth  resource  issues  and  promote 
communication  between  geoscience  instructors  dealing  with  such  issues. 
ERI  <http://eri.gg.uwyo.edu/>  addresses  the  formation,  extraction, 
production  and  use  of  Earth  resources.  In  addition,  the  site  offers 
Virtual  Field  Trips  and  a Multimedia  Library.  Instructors  and  students 
can  download  media  from  the  Multimedia  Library  for  use  in  their  own 
courses  or  use  material  directly  from  ERI.  To  allow  instructors  to 
share  materials  they  have  developed,  the  site  hosts  Earth  resource  case 
studies . 

Currently,  ERI  concentrates  on  coal  and  scarce  metals.  In  the  coal 
section,  we  describe  the  different  coal  types  and  their  formation, 
extraction,  and  use.  In  the  coal  production  section,  surface  and 
underground  mines  are  described.  The  Multimedia  Gallery  provides  an 
extensive  collection  of  images  illustrating  different  types  of 
underground  and  surface  mines  and  mining  techniques.  A Virtual  Field 
Trip  to  a Wyoming  Powder  River  Basin  surface  coal  mine  uses  QTVR 
panoramas  and  short  video  clips  to  illustrate  how  coal  is  produced  in 
these  huge  surface  mines. 

The  other  ERI  content  area  deals  with  scarce  metals.  A Virtual  Field 
Trip  to  an  underground  silver  mine  in  the  Coeur  d'Alene  district  of 
Idaho  highlights  the  scarce  metal  production.  Short  video  clips 
illustrate  all  stages  of  silver  mining.  To  date,  our  experience 
suggests  that  the  virtual  field  trips  successfully  illustrate  the  scope 
of  Earth  resource  production.  Students  routinely  comment  on  how  little 
they  knew  about  these  activities  before  viewing  the  trips. 

Future  development  of  ERI  will  expand  the  number  of  Earth  resource 
categories  covered  and  increase  the  amount  of  media  available  from  the 
Multimedia  Library.  We  also  hope  to  expand  the  different  types  of  mines 
visited  by  virtual  field  trips.  Anyone  wishing  to  contribute  ERI  is 
encouraged  to  contact  us.  We  also  encourage  suggestions  and  comments  to 
help  us  make  ERI  a valuable  geoscience  resource  for  Earth  science 
educators  everywhere. 


PRICE,  Elisabeth  M.,  Washoe  County  [Nevada]  School  District,  Reno, 
Nevada  89509-3802,  aaejprice@worldnet . att . net,  775.329.8011,  PRICE, 
Jonathan  G.,  Nevada  Bureau  of  Mines  and  Geology,  University  of  Nevada, 
Reno  89557-0088,  CRAIG,  Collette,  Reed  High  School,  Reno,  Nevada  89509, 


CRAIG,  Lindsay,  Sage  Ridge  School,  Reno,  Nevada  89509,  and  FUETSCH, 

John,  Reno  High  School,  Reno,  Nevada  89509 

The  World  Wide  Web  is  being  used  to  help  implement  the  National  Science 
Education  standards  and,  subtly,  help  interest  students  in  economic  and 
environmental  geology.  "The  Science  of  the  Comstock" 

<http://library.thinkquest.org/50041/>  won  the  first-place  award  in  the 
Materials  for  Use  in  Teacher  Education  category  of  the  1999  ThinkQuest 
competition.  For  middle  and  high  school  students  as  well  as  teachers, 
the  site  includes  content  material  that  relates  to  both  the  national  and 
Nevada  standards  in  Earth  science,  physical  sciences,  and  environmental 
science.  Examples  are  from  the  silver-gold  mining  district  that  helped 
make  Nevada  a state.  As  do  the  national  standards,  the  site  stresses 
the  process  of  scientific  inquiry,  how  science  can  be  taught,  and 
professional  development  for  the  teacher  (through  content  presentation 
and  use  of  teaching  methods  illustrated  through  sample  lesson  plans). 
Teachers  are  encouraged  to  post  their  own  lesson  plans  on  the  site. 

The  Earth  science  section  includes  pages  on  the  formation  of 
hydrothermal  ore  deposits  and  use  of  topographic  maps,  and  the 
environmental  science  section  covers  nearby  sources  of  natural 
resources,  such  as  timber  and  salt,  needed  for  mining  and  ore 
processing,  and  aspects  of  mercury  pollution  from  amalgamation 
processing  in  the  1800' s.  A section  on  mining  scams  is  particularly 
ironic  because  the  ThinkQuest  award  was  the  "platinum  award,"  but 
attempts  to  economically  extract  platinum  from  Comstock  ores  have  been 
unsuccessful . 

The  Web  site  links  to  other  useful  sites  at  the  Nevada  Bureau  of  Mines 
and  Geology,  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  Nevada  Department  of  Education,  and 
National  Academy  of  Sciences.  Several  items  on  the  site  were  developed 
for  and  have  been  improved  through  teacher-training  sessions  of  Nevada 
Operation  Chemistry  (from  and  American  Chemical  Society  program)  and  the 
Nevada  Mining  Association. 


SEMKEN,  Steven  C.,  Chief,  Division  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Science; 
and  Director,  Navajo  Dryland  Environments  Laboratory,  Dine'  College,  PO 
Box  580,  Shiprock,  New  Mexico  87420,  scsemken@shiprock. ncc . cc . nm . us, 
505.368.3630 

THE  PLATEAU,  THE  PEOPLE,  AND  URANIUM 

The  Cold  War-era  mining  and  milling  of  uranium  (U)  on  the  Colorado 
Plateau  homelands  of  the  Dine'  (Navajo)  people  was  arguably  the  most 
far-reaching  historical  event  there  in  the  20th  Century.  It  brought  an 
industrial  infrastructure  and  relative  prosperity  to  remote  lands  and 
impoverished  Dine'.  But  careless,  unregulated  U mining  and  processing 
also  released  radioactivity  and  hazardous  materials  into  the 
environment,  and  killed  or  permanently  injured  hundreds  of  Dine'  miners, 
millers,  and  family  members.  With  the  Cold  War  ended  and  the  nuclear 
industry  waning,  most  Americans  may  now  give  little  thought  to  U,  but 
that  is  certainly  not  the  case  among  the  Dine'.  In  the  former  mining 
districts,  nearly  every  family  was  affected  in  some  way.  People  want  to 
know  why  the  mining  and  milling  were  done,  why  there  was  such  a 
significant  environmental  and  public-health  impact,  and  what  remains  to 
be  cleaned  up.  These  questions  have  recently  gained  impetus  as  U mining 
has  again  been  proposed  for  at  least  one  part  of  the  Navajo  Nation.  The 
geochemistry  and  geology  of  U,  the  origin  of  Colorado  Plateau  U 
deposits,  indigenous  Dine'  knowledge  of  leetso  (U  minerals),  mining  and 
milling  technologies,  health  impacts  of  U operations,  and  the 
environmental  geology  and  hydrology  of  U-related  waste  management  are 
all  aspects  of  an  ongoing,  place-based  case  study  integrated  into  the 
geoscience  curriculum,  teacher-education  workshops,  and  outreach 
programs  at  Dine'  College.  This  presentation  will  illustrate  and 
summarize  the  case  study. 


TAYLOR,  Glen,  Sacramento,  California  95820,  wideruin@juno.com, 
916.451.9293/227.6250 

THE  LAY  AND  WAY  OF  THE  LAND  ON  BLACK  MESA:  GEOMORPHOLOGY,  GEOLOGY  AND 
ETHNOGRAPHY  OF  THE  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE,  NAVA30  AND  HOPI:  TWO  CULTURES  AT 


HARD  ROCK,  ARIZONA 

This  session  will  examine  the  shape  and  form  of  the  land  on  Black  Mesa, 
and  will  present  an  overview  of  the  historical  geology  of  this  region  of 
the  Colorado  Plateau,  along  with  a look  at  the  origin  and  present  day 
lives  of  the  two  American  Indian  indigenous  cultures  which  have  made 
this  area  of  northern  Arizona  their  home  for  centuries. 

Black  Mesa,  a major  structural  geologic  feature  on  the  southwestern 
edge  of  the  Colorado  Plateau,  is  characterized  by  several  unique 
topographical  and  geological  features  and  a set  of  present-day 
circumstances  which  make  the  area  of  critical  importance  within  the 
geology  community.  These  topographic  and  geologic  features  will  be 
presented  in  a multi-media  formats  so  as  to  facilitate  an  understanding 
of  the  geologic  forces  which  have  shaped  this  area  and  resulted  in  one 
of  the  most  concentrated  deposits  of  high-grade  coal  in  North  America. 

The  Navajo  and  the  Hopi  peoples  have  lived  here  for  centuries,  their 
daily  lives  and  very  spiritual  essence  being  defined  by  the  land  itself. 

Their  lives  and  communities  have  also  been  greatly  affected  by  the 
energy  demands  of  the  society  in  which  they  find  themselves  a part. 

The  small  community  of  Hard  Rock,  Arizona  sits  in  a strategic  location 
on  the  southern  slopes  of  Black  Mesa.  Named  as  one  of  the  local 
Chapters  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  the  community  has  a rich  history  of  two 
distinct  indigenous  American  Indian  cultures  living  side-by-side  for 
centuries.  With  the  modern  day  discovery  of  vast  energy  resources 
beneath  their  lands  has  come  change  in  the  way  these  two  cultures  relate 
to  each  other  and  to  the  society  around  them.  This  session  will  provide 
the  tools  and  resources  needed  to  understand  the  physical  and  cultural 
history  of  Black  Mesa  and  to  analyze  the  forces  at  work  which  will 
determine  both  the  future  of  the  region's  inhabitants  and  the  use  of  the 
natural  resources  contained  within  the  Earth  beneath  Black  Mesa. 


McKERCHIE,  Burton  S.,  Chief  Productions,  P.0.  Box  655,  Kearns  Canyon, 
Arizona  86034,  chiefproductions@yahoo.com,  520.738.5603/5117, 

MINING  IN  THE  MESA:  "HOW  WILL  I KEEP  WARM?" 

A video  and  lecture  presentation  that  addresses  the  issues  and  the 
impact  of  the  Black  Mesa  coal  mine  located  on  the  Navajo  Reservation  in 
northeastern  Arizona.  The  Navajo  and  Hopi  both  are  at  odds  as  to  how  to 
resolve  the  mining  of  their  sacred  lands  and  the  impact  that  it  has  on 
their  traditions,  families,  employment,  water  supply  and  livestock 
grazing.  If  they  close  the  mine  down,  then  "...how  will  I keep  warm  in 
the  winter?" 

Burton  McKerchie  is  a Native  American  filmaker  and  producer  and  a member 
of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Tribe  of  Chippewa  Indians  in  Upper  Michigan.  He  has 
been  involved  in  video  production  for  the  past  15  years  and  has  worked 
for  public  television,  consulted  and  produced  for  the  Navajo  Nation, 
Northern  Arizona  University  and  the  Hopi  Ir/Sr  High  School  on  the  Hopi 
reservation.  His  company.  Chief  Productions,  is  a state-of-the-art 
digital  (NLE)  and  audio  production  studio  located  on  the  Hopi 
reservation  in  northeastern  Arizona.  Chief  Productions  specializes  in 
educational  videos  of  Native  American  topics  and  professional  high 
quality  35  mm  and  medium  format  photography.  Because  of  the  sensitivity 
of  the  subject  matter,  all  productions  are  carefully  researched  and 
presented  in  a well-balanced  way.  Because  they  are  used  at  all 
educational  levels  from  grade  school  through  university,  the  company's 
work  is  highly  scrutinized  and  checked  for  accuracy  by  school  board 
officials  before  being  used  in  the  classroom. 


MONESTERSKY,  Marsha,  Consultant  to  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  P.O.  Box 
4013  Tuba  City,  Arizona  86045,  sdnmarsha@aol.com,  520.674.4479 
WHOSE  LAND  IS  THIS?:  AN  EXAMINATION  OF  U.S.  GOVERNMENT  "LEGALIZED" 
EXPROPRIATION  OF  DINEH  (NAVA30)  ANCESTRAL  LAND 

By  the  early  nineteenth  century,  the  loss  of  Indigenous  peoples  land 
base  to  the  irrepressible  force  of  manifest  destiny  destroyed  the 
ability  of  the  Indigenous  Nations  to  feed  and  otherwise  provide  for  the 
survival  of  their  people.  That  fact,  tempered  by  a lack  of  national  will 
to  affect  the  total  annihilation  of  native  peoples,  determined  the 


standards  that  would  govern  Indian/federal  relations  to  this  day. 
Currently,  the  US  government  seeks  to  complete  its  relocation  of  the 
Dineh  (Navajo)  resisters  living  on  traditional  Navajo  lands  recently 
designated  for  the  exclusive  use  and  occupancy  of  the  Hopi.  This  policy 
is  the  "solution"  to  a nonexistent  but  cleverly  manufactured  "range  war" 
between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo,  who  have,  in  fact,  coexisted  peaceably  for 
many  generations.  The  reason:  an  estimated  40  billion  tons  of 
high-grade,  low-sulfur  coal  beneath  Black  Mesa.  Peabody  Western  Coal 
Company  operates  a 103  square  mile  strip  mine  that  fuels  power  plants  in 
the  region  responsible  for  the  largest  point  source  of  greenhouse  gases 
in  North  America. 


DORMAN,  Bob,  President,  Unlimited  Health  Resources  of  Northeast 
Washington  [UHR],  659  East  Third  Avenue,  Colville,  Washington  99114, 
509.685. 1672,  redorman@theof f icenet . com 

ELIMINATION  OF  COAL  SLURRY  PIPELINE  THROUGH  ON-SITE  GAS  CONVERSION 
Due  to  the  adverse  environmental  impact  upon  the  aquifer  in  the  Black 
Mesa  region  of  northeast  Arizona,  by  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company's  coal 
slurry  pipe  to  the  Mohave  power  plant,  an  alternative  is  proposed. 
On-site  conversion  of  coal  to  gas,  and  its  liquification  and  transport 
are  shown  to  be  an  economically  viable  long-term  solution.  Conversion 
processes,  their  marketable  by-products,  and  life-cycle  cost  estimates 
are  presented." 


HALBERSTADT,  Carol  Snyder,  Migrations,  P.0.  Box  543,  Newton, 
Massachusetts  02456,  617.332.0290,  carol@migrations . com 
chttp: //www. migrations . com> 

ALTERNATIVES  TO  USING  DRINKING  WATER  TO  MOVE  COAL:  PROBLEM-SOLVING 
PERSPECTIVES  FROM  BLACK  MESA 

Since  1968,  the  only  slurry  line  in  the  U.S.  has  been  draining  the 
sole-source  drinking  water  aquifer  of  Black  Mesa,  Arizona,  including  the 
water  supply  of  the  largely  Dine'  (Navajo)  municipalities  of  Tuba  City 
and  Kayenta,  of  Moenkopi,  of  the  Dine'  in  surrounding  rural  areas,  and 
of  the  entire  Hopi  Tribe.  The  final  responsibility  for  the  slurry  line 
lies  with  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  In  this  arid  land,  which  has 
been  enduring  severe  drought  for  many  of  those  years,  and  especially  in 
the  last  10  years,  no  one  thinks  it  is  a good  idea  to  use  drinking  water 
to  move  coal.  All  the  parties  immediately  concerned  have  stated  they 
agree  on  this. 

For  years,  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  (USGS)  has  monitored  pumping  for 
the  Office  of  Surface  Mining  (OSM),  watching  for  the  moment  when 
"impact"  becomes  "material  damage."  According  to  the  USGS,  the  total 
groundwater  pumped  from  the  N-aquifer  in  1997  was  about  7,090  acre  feet, 
of  which  industrial  use  (primarily  mining)  was  about  58%  of  the  total, 
and  municipal  use  about  42%.  Municipal  use  was  entirely  Hopi  and  Navajo 
community  use,  including  the  communities  of  Kayenta,  Tuba  City, 

Moenkopi,  and  Hopi  itself.  Significantly,  the  USGS  reports  the  rate  of 
pumping  "greatly  exceeds  recharge"  <http://water.wr.usgs.gov/mine/sum/>, 
i.e.  the  water  table  is  dropping.  There  is  possible  saline  and  other 
contamination  from  overlying  aquifer  leakage.  Moenkopi  Wash  is  dry,  as 
are  the  marshes,  wetlands,  and  wells  on  Black  Mesa,  which  was  once  a 
well-watered  area,  capable  of  supporting  about  20,000  people  and  their 
livestock,  mainly  sheep.  The  land  and  the  people  both  Hopi  and 
Dine' --are  suffering.  While  surface  water  from  Little  Colorado 
River/Lake  Powell  may  some  day  provide  an  alternative  supply  for  the 
coal  slurry  pipeline,  this  could  take  more  than  10-15  years  more  to 
resolve.  The  groundwater,  the  land  and  the  people  do  not  have  the  luxury 
of  that  time.  Viable,  do-able,  achievable  alternatives  have  been 
identified,  which  could  be  in  place  within  a year  or  less.  The 
presentation  will  examine  these  alternatives  and  discuss  ways  to 
implement  them.  The  focus  is  on  problem  solving,  starting  from  a shared 
premise--find  an  immediate  alternative  to  the  use  of  drinking  water  to 
move  coal.  If  successful,  this  could  be  a model  for  intertribal 
government,  U.S.  federal  government,  corporate,  and  grassroots 
cooperation . 


LEIDERMAN,  Stuart  M.,  "Environmental  Refugees  and  Ecological 
Restoration",  Environmental  Response/4th  World  Project,  c/o  Natural 
Resources  Department,  lames  215,  University  of  New  Hampshire-Durham 
03824  USA,  leidermn@hypatia.unh.edu,  603.776.0055/862.1051 
ENVIRONMENTAL  REFUGEES  FROM  BLACK  MESA,  ARIZONA 

Environmental  refugees  are  people  who  flee  or  are  forced  to  move  when 
their  essential  surroundings  (air,  water,  soil,  flora  and  fauna, 
ecosystems,  climate,  weather,  etc.)  threaten  or  destroy  their  lives  and 
livelihoods;  for  indigenous  people  such  as  the  Hopi  and  Dine'  (Navajo) 
at  Black  Mesa  in  northeastern  Arizona,  this  includes  their  culture, 
heritage  and  sacred  sites.  The  causes  can  be  natural  or  manmade. 
Occasionally,  people  cause  their  own  problems  but  generally  refugees 
cannot  be  blamed  for  their  predicament.  Worldwide,  millions  of 
environmental  refugees  have  been  caused  by  energy  development  projects, 
including  coal-mining.  At  Black  Mesa,  a unique  combination  of 
government,  tribal  and  mining  decisions  and  their  impacts  have  uprooted 
thousands  of  residents.  Continued  mining  and  plans  for  expansion 
threaten  many  more  and  have  now  attracted  international  attention  and 
concern,  including  the  unprecedented  visit  of  a United  Nations  human 
rights  rapporteur.  To  its  credit,  the  Geological  Society  of  America 
recognizes,  investigates,  monitors  and  reports  on  cases  of  environmental 
justice.  The  Environmental  Response/4th  World  Project 
[http://pubpages.unh.edu/~leidermn]  will  introduce  the  case  of 
environmental  refugees  from  Black  Mesa  for  the  Society's  consideration 
in  a way  that  also  is  relevant  for  the  teaching  geoscience  at  the 
high-school  and  college  levels. 


ZAPATA,  Daniel,  Peabody  Watch  Arizona  and  International  Liaison  Person 
for  Black  Mesa,  c/o  Environmental  Response,  P.0.  Box  382,  Durham,  New 
Hampshire  03824,  Condor952@aol.com,  011.49.7636.79121  (Germany) 

BLACK  MESA:  THE  VIEW  FROM  EUROPE 

European  communities  in  Wales,  England,  Scotland,  Germany,  Poland  and 
France  have  had  particularly  troublesome  experiences  with  the  pollution, 
occupational  hazards  and  forced  relocation  caused  by  coal  mining. 
Westerners  working  abroad,  and  Europeans  visiting  the  United  States, 
have  recognized  similarities  in  the  case  of  stripmining  at  Black 
Mesa/Big  Mountain,  Arizona.  In  1998,  the  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Human  Rights,  Geneva,  sent  an  investigator  to  Black 
Mesa,  the  first  time  a U.N.  human  rights  organ  officially  and  publicly 
examined  a specific  case  against  the  U.S.  Two  years  later,  on  February 
17,  2000,  the  European  Parliament  adopted  an  Urgency  Resolution  against 
forced  relocation  from  Black  Mesa  and  the  ongoing  violations  of  human, 
religious  and  land  rights  of  the  Dineh  (Navajo);  it  also  raised  concerns 
about  mining  contaminants  in  the  'New  Lands'  of  east-central  Arizona 
designated  for  oustee  resettlement. 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http : //www.theoff icenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l . htm 
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Indians,  Gov't  Fight  Over  Mountain 
By  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
September  28,  2000 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  A 252-year-old  land  grant  from  the  king  of  Spain  is  at 


the  heart  of  a court  case  pitting  a New  Mexico  Indian  tribe  against  the 
federal  government  over  ownership  of  a mountain. 

The  Sandia  Pueblo  consider  Sandia  Mountain  their  holiest  place,  while 
the  federal  government  wants  to  maintain  control  of  one  of  the  state's 
most  popular  recreation  areas.  Included  in  the  mix  are  the  non-Indians  who 
live  on  the  mountain's  slopes,  which  provide  a spectacular  backdrop  for 
some  homes  on  the  outskirts  of  Albuquerque. 

The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of  Columbia  Circuit  will  hear 
arguments  in  the  case  Friday. 

"That  mountain  is  our  church,  and  for  it  to  be  developed,  for  it  to  be 
destroyed  with  the  amount  of  traffic,  litter  and  so  forth  that's  being 
done  up  there  ...  it's  like  desecrating  a church,"  tribal  Gov.  Stuwart 
Paisano  said.  "Our  main  goal  is  to  protect  it  and  preserve  it  from  any 
future  development  and  any  future  destruction." 

The  mountain,  which  borders  the  Pueblo  reservation,  is  part  of  the 
Cibola  National  Forest  and  is  home  to  an  aerial  tramway  and  popular  trail 
to  the  10, 600-foot  summit  that  is  crowded  with  hikers  most  days. 

The  Indians  say  a 1748  land  grant  from  the  Spanish  king  extends  the 
tribal  border  to  the  summit.  Federal  officials  say  the  Indians'  land  stops 
at  the  top  of  the  mountain's  first  foothill,  meaning  the  federal 
government  owns  most  of  the  mountain. 

A federal  judge  sided  with  the  tribe  in  1998,  saying  Sandia  Pueblo  is 
the  rightful  owner  of  9,890  acres  on  Sandia  Mountain's  west  face.  The 
federal  government  and  private  landowners  challenged  the  ruling,  setting 
up  Friday's  hearing. 

For  centuries,  members  of  the  Sandia  Pueblo  have  gone  to  the  mountain  to 
pray,  visit  religious  shrines  and  collect  plants  and  other  items  for 
religious  ceremonies.  Tribal  council  member  Frank  Paisano,  55,  remembers 
going  on  mountain  pilgrimages  with  his  grandfather  during  the  1950s, 
before  Albuquerque  had  grown  to  the  edge  of  their  reservation. 

"Because  of  the  influx  and  the  intrusion  from  the  outside  world,  it  has 
made  it  very  difficult  for  us  to  continue  (to  worship)  in  our  private  way, 
said  Paisano,  father  of  the  current  tribal  governor. 

The  500-member  tribe  worries  about  damage  from  the  heavy  use  of  the 
national  forest  and  is  upset  the  Forest  Service  requires  permits  for 
tribal  members  to  collect  plants. 

The  governor  and  other  Pueblo  officials  say  they  don't  want  to  close  the 
mountain  to  non-Indians,  but  they  oppose  any  new  recreation  or  development 

Tribal  officials  also  are  concerned  about  development  of  private  parcels 
within  the  national  forest.  Two  private  tracts  on  the  mountainside  have 
been  turned  into  neighborhoods  with  pricey  homes. 

The  tribe's  lawsuit,  however,  seeks  to  reclaim  only  the  federal  land  on 
the  mountainside. 

The  homeowners  do  not  want  to  be  surrounded  by  Indian  land  because  that 
could  mean  they  would  be  taxed  by  the  tribe  and  live  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  tribal  courts,  said  Tom  Bartman,  their  lawyer. 

Pueblo  officials  note  that  courts  repeatedly  have  ruled  tribes  have  no 
authority  to  tax  land  owned  by  non-Indians,  even  if  the  land  is  inside 
reservation  boundaries. 

On  the  Net: 

Sandia  Pueblo: 

http : //www. sand ia pueblo . nsn . us/mountain/mtn-- claim . html 
Cibola  National  Forest:  http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/cibola/ 
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ABENAKI  GO  TO  COURT  OVER  REMAINS 


OCTOBER  12,  2000 

The  Missisquoi  Abenaki  Tribe  of  Vermont  are  asking  a state  superior 
court  to  stop  construction  of  homes  in  Highgate  because  up  to  40  to  \ 
80,000  human  remains  may  be  located  in  a sacred  burial  ground. 

The  tribe  wants  a temporary  ban  on  new  construction  so  they  can  work 
with  the  town  and  the  state  to  resolve  the  issue. 

Get  the  Story: 

Abenaki  take  their  claims  on  burial  grounds  to  court  (AP  10/11) 

Related  Stories: 

Abenaki  seek  to  stop  construction  (Tribal  Law  10/10) 

Abenaki  continue  construction  protest  (The  Talking  Circle  09/22) 

Abenaki  protest  road  construction  (The  Talking  Circle  9/20) 

Vermont  buys  Abenaki  burial  ground  (Tribal  Law  06/02) 

State  works  to  protect  Abenaki  burials  (Tribal  Law  05/26) 

Abenaki,  state  protect  burials  (Tribal  Law  05/18) 

Abenaki  burials  stop  construction  (Tribal  Law  05/16) 

Copyright  c.  2000  Noble  Savage  Media,  LLC  / Indianz.Com 
Abenaki  take  their  claims  on  burial  grounds  to  court 
By  Lisa  Rathke,  Associated  Press,  10/11/2000  18:43 

BURLINGTON,  Vt . (AP)  The  Abenaki  Indians  took  their  efforts  to  protect 
what  they  say  are  ancient  burial  grounds  in  Highgate  to  Superior  Court 
Wednesday. 

The  Abenakis  claim  tens  of  thousands  of  their  ancestors  lie  beneath  land 
that  runs  between  Swanton  and  Highgate  on  Monument  Road.  As  a sacred 
burial  ground,  the  land,  which  includes  a housing  development,  should  not 
be  disturbed,  the  Abenakis  say. 

The  Superior  Court  judge  hearing  the  case  is  expected  to  decide  Thursday 
whether  to  order  the  landowner  to  stop  building  two  homes  on  the 
subdivision  near  where  the  Abenakis  say  remains  have  been  found. 

The  Abenakis  say  a temporary  ban  on  any  building  will  protect  remains 
from  being  unearthed  as  the  Abenakis  continue  to  seek  a way  to  protect 
the  area. 

"This  will  allow  us  to  meet  with  the  town  and  the  state  to  try  to 
resolve  this,"  said  April  Rushlow,  acting  chief  of  the  Abenaki  Nation  of 
Missisquoi . 

David  easier,  who  representing  the  landowner,  argued  that  Act  250 
permits  have  been  issued  for  the  two  lots  and,  therefore,  building  should 
continue. 

"Construction  has  been  going  on  for  some  time,"  easier  said. 

The  landowner,  David  Dedware,  first  developed  the  subdivision  in  the 
1970s,  easier  said.  At  least  fifteen  homes  have  gone  up  since  then,  with 
three  lots  remaining. 

Martin  LaFrance,  who  has  lived  in  the  development  for  ten  years,  said  a 
building  moratorium  of  any  kind  would  decrease  the  value  of  homes,  though 
he's  sympathetic  to  the  Abenakis  concerns. 

"Our  property  values  are  going  to  go  down,"  said  LaFrance. 

"They're  saying  40  to  80,000  people  in  120  acres.  To  me,  it's  almost  if 
you  dig  anywhere  you're  going  to  hit  some  sort  of  remain.  Yet  I haven't 
heard  any,"  he  said. 

The  Abenakis  have  waged  a months-long  effort  to  preserve  land  in  the 
area . 

In  May,  a judge  stopped  a Highgate  couple  from  building  a house  after 
the  Abenakis  filed  a similar  injunction. 

Archeologists  and  Abenakis  dug  and  sifted  through  the  dirt  and  found 
about  30  sets  of  remains,  including  bones  and  teeth,  Rushlow  said.  The 
state  eventually  spent  $60,000  to  buy  the  land  and  protect  it. 

The  Abenaki  staged  a protest  last  month  to  prevent  any  new  construction 
on  Monument  Road.  But  when  new  excavations  continued  Monday,  Rushlow  said 
she  was  forced  to  seek  a court  injunction. 

A lawyer  for  the  Abenakis  said  the  developer  had  violated  the  Act  250 
process  by  not  notifying  the  state  archeologists  before  excavations  took 
place. 

The  discovery  of  bones  and  chert  and  the  pattern  of  remains  "are 
indicative  of  there  being  40  to  80,000  sets  of  remains  in  ...  at  least 


120  acres/'  said  lawyer  Michael  Straub. 

Straub  argued  that  a detailed  archaeological  study  of  the  land  is  needed 
to  determine  the  extent  of  the  burial  ground  before  any  construction  can 
take  place. 

Washington  County  Superior  Judge  Matthew  Katz  said  halting  the 
development  could  be  seen  as  taking  away  the  land  from  the  landowner. 

"From  the  point  of  view  of  the  landowner  ...  this  is  total  confiscation/' 
said  Katz,  who  heard  the  case  in  Burlington,  rather  than  Montpelier,  due 
to  a scheduling  conflict.  "This  is  saying  'you  cannot  do  anything  with 
the  land  that  you  own.'" 

If  the  injunction  is  not  granted,  Straub  said  the  Abenakis  would  seek 
other  protections  for  the  land. 
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Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

"Burnt  Church  and  the  Failure  of  Federalism." 

Originally  Published  in  the  Ottawa  Citizen,  September  13,  2000,  page  A19. 
by  William  Hipwell 

As  we  brace  ourselves  for  what  seems  to  be  inevitable  further  violence  on 
the  waters  near  Burnt  Church,  N.B.,  we  should  be  asking  not  just  how  our 
government  has  strayed  so  far  from  the  Canadian  principles  of  peaceful 
negotiation,  but  also  why  such  an  historic  opportunity  is  being 
squandered.  For  far  more  than  being  about  the  "rule  of  law"  versus 
"chaos",  the  Burnt  Church  fisheries  dispute  is  about  the  very  nature  of 
federalism  in  Canada. 

In  order  to  understand  why  this  is  so,  it  is  necessary  to  discard  the 
simplistic  and  often  racist  generalisations  that  have  dominated  public 
discussion.  We  hear  about  "the  Natives"  and  their  ostensibly  illegal 
lobster  fishery.  Commentators  suggest  that  it  is  time  we  revisit  the 
"Aboriginal  question"  in  Canada,  and  extremist  politicians  dare  even  talk 
of  abrogating  the  treaties  which  recognize  the  rights  of  Aboriginal  groups 
over  natural  resources. 

Let's  be  clear  about  something:  Burnt  Church  is  not  about  "Native  rights", 
but  rather  about  a specific  set  of  treaties,  signed,  as  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Canada  put  it,  in  the  spirit  of  "honour  and  integrity",  between  the 
British  Crown  and  the  Mi'kmaq  Nation.  The  Crown  of  the  day  did  not  harbour 
racist  illusions  that  all  Aboriginal  people  on  the  continent  were  the 
same,  but  recognised  that  scores  of  Aboriginal  nations,  more  diverse  than 
the  nations  of  Europe,  used  and  occupied  the  lands  of  the  "New  World". 

This  recognition  led  to  the  signing  of  separate  treaties  that  reflected 
historical  and  geographical  specificities.  In  the  case  of  the  Treaties  of 
1760-1,  upon  which  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's  Marshall  decision  is 
based,  the  Crown  recognised  the  political  and  military  power  of  the 
Mi'kmaq,  which  the  British  desperately  needed  in  order  to  prevail  against 
the  French,  and  more  importantly,  conceded  what  amounted  to  a limited 
Mi'kmaq  territorial  sovereignty  in  exchange  for  assistance  and 
co-operation . 

The  crux  of  the  problem  today  turns  on  what  amounts  to  a constitutional 
error.  The  British  North  America  Act  of  1867,  in  outlining  the 
architecture  of  federalism  in  Canada,  failed  to  take  into  account  the 
treaties  which  had  been  signed  with  Canada's  pre-existing  nations.  The  Act 
purported  to  grant  the  provinces  exclusive  legislative  control  over  all 
natural  resources  except  the  fisheries,  responsibility  for  which  was  by 
default  vested  with  the  federal  government.  Yet  the  Treaties  of  1760-1  had 


granted  a certain  measure  of  control  over  the  use  and  management  of 
natural  resources,  both  land-based  and  marine,  to  the  Mi ' kmaq  Nation,  just 
as  other  treaties  had  affirmed  the  rights  of  Aboriginal  nations  over 
resources  in  their  territories.  As  such,  subsequent  legislation  of  the  BNA 
Act  was  in  conflict  with  these  treaties,  and  therefore  the  design  of 
federalism  was  fundamentally  flawed. 

The  Marshall  decision  recognised  two  things  in  particular:  first,  that 
every  Mi 'kmaq  citizen  has  a right  to  harvest  fish  for  commercial  sale;  and 
second,  that  existing  federal  fisheries  legislation  when  applied  to  the 
Mi'kmaq  is  illegal. 

Furthermore,  while  conceding  a federal  right  to  regulate  a Mi'kmaq 
commercial  fishery,  the  Marshall  decision  required  that  any  such 
regulation  must  be  undertaken  only  after  fair  negotiations  with  the 
Mi'kmaq,  and  must  represent  the  least  intrusive  way  of  infringing  on  the 
Mi'kmaq  Treaty  right  in  pursuit  of  an  overarching  policy  objective  such  as 
conservation . 

Yet  the  Burnt  Church  lobster  fishery  is  not,  as  Fisheries  Minister  Herb 
Dahliwal  asserts,  a situation  of  "chaos"  where  people  are  fishing 
"whenever  they  want,  whatever  they  want".  By  contrast,  the  Mi'kmaq  have 
created  the  "Esgenoopetitij  (Burnt  Church)  Fishery  Act  and  Management 
Plan"  which  DFO  scientists  have  admitted  is,  from  a conservation 
standpoint,  as  sound  as  any  existing  DFO  regulations.  Moreover,  the  6000 
traps  proposed  by  the  Mi'kmaq  management  plan  represent  only  a fraction  of 
the  traps  licensed  to  non-Native  fishermen  in  the  same  area. 

So,  given  the  lack  of  a conservation  objective,  the  DFO  has  decided  to 
disregard  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  and  proceed  with  arrests  and 
destruction  of  Mi'kmaq  gear,  at  great  risk  to  human  life.  These  actions 
can  at  best  be  considered  contempt  of  court.  The  silence  of  Prime  Minister 
lean  Chretien  on  the  issue  is  inexcusable. 

When  Alliance  Leader  Stockwell  Day  speaks  flippantly  about  the 
unacceptability  of  "race-based"  resource  rights,  he  displays  a fundamental 
ignorance  of  Canadian  law  and  history,  and  an  unwillingness  to  contemplate 
the  kind  of  real  "reform"  that  Canadian  federalism  requires.  This  is 
ironic,  for  the  Treaty  rights  of  various  Aboriginal  nations  may  well 
provide  precisely  the  impetus  required  for  devolution  of  federal  powers  to 
the  community  level  long  envisaged  by  the  Reform-Alliance  continuum.  When 
Section  35  of  the  Constitution  Act  of  1982  affirmed  existing  Aboriginal 
Treaty  rights,  it  necessitated  an  eventual  re-division  of  powers  under 
federalism.  The  recognition  of  various  Aboriginal  nations'  pre-existing 
rights  to  resources  negates  any  subsequent  assignation  of  identical  powers 
to  the  provinces  or  federal  government. 

To  rectify  this,  the  Supreme  Court,  or  perhaps  even  the  governor-general, 
must  strike  down  the  BNA  Act  --  now  called  the  Constitution  Act  of  1867  -- 
and  require  the  federal  government  to  redesign  the  constitution  in  such  a 
way  as  to  recognise  that  at  the  federal  table  there  are  not  just  ten 
provinces,  but  numerous  Aboriginal  nations  as  well.  We  need  to  reject  the 
Canadian  mythology  of  "two  founding  peoples"  or  "four  founding  provinces" 
and  recognise  that  the  Aboriginal  nations  with  whom  treaties  were 
concluded  are  an  essential  part  of  the  political  foundation  of  Canada.  It 
is  time  to  contemplate  a renewed  Canadian  federalism  where  there  are  not 
ten,  but  perhaps  as  many  as  fifty  or  more  "provinces",  including 
Aboriginal  nations,  and  where  emerging  regional  differences  within 
existing  provinces  are  recognised.  Certainly  this  would  be  an  essential 
step  toward  safeguarding,  for  example,  the  rights  of  the  Cree,  Mohawk, 

Innu,  or  even  the  English  "minorities"  in  Quebec. 

While  we  are  at  it,  we  could  also  use  such  a constitutional  reconstruction 
to  revisit  the  question  of  centralised  federal  government  control  over 
fisheries.  It  has  become  almost  trite  to  point  out  that  DFO  management, 
weighted  heavily  in  favour  of  large,  off-shore  fisheries  corporations,  led 
to  the  collapse  of  the  Atlantic  fishery,  and  more  recently,  the 
precipitous  decline  of  the  Pacific  salmon.  The  Esgenoopetitij  Fishery  Act 
and  Management  Plan  could  easily  serve  as  a model  for  local  resource-use 
management  which  would  accommodate  Treaty  rights  and  the  demands  of 
inshore  fishermen  for  greater  control  over  their  livelihoods. 

Such  solutions  to  what  is  in  essence  a constitutional  morass  would  be 


quintessentially  Canadian,  based  as  they  are  on  flexibility  and 
accommodation.  Instead,  we  are  treated  to  a reactionary  stance  by  agents 
of  the  federal  government,  replete  with  speed  boats,  helicopters,  riot 
gear  and  firearms.  What  a squandered  opportunity.  What  a national 
disgrace. 

William  Hipwell  holds  a Social  Sciences  and  Humanities  Research  Council 
of  Canada  Doctoral  Fellowship  at  Carleton  University's  Department  of 
Geography  and  Environmental  Studies.  His  research  focuses  on  Mi'kmaq 
management  of  natural  resources. 
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Non-Status,  Off-Reserve  Natives  Assert  Their  Right  to  Hunt 

FREDERICTON  - A new  controversy  is  breaking  out  in  the  woods  near 
Fredericton  as  non-status,  off-reserve  Natives  assert  their  right  to  hunt 
moose  and  deer  without  limitation. 

New  Brunswick's  moose  hunting  season  has  ended  and  the  deer  season  hasn't 
started  yet,  but  that  hasn't  stopped  about  75  First  Nations  hunters  from 
heading  out  into  the  woods. 

Three  weeks  ago,  they  started  hunting  with  licences  issued  by  the  New 
Brunswick  Aboriginal  Peoples  Council.  It  supports  their  right  to  hunt 
without  provincial  permits. 

"The  courts  have  been  telling  us  we  have  the  right,"  says  Barry  LaBillois, 
a hunter  and  council  member.  "So  that's  what  we're  going  to  continue  to  do 
...  stay  out  here  and  exercise  our  rights." 

The  council,  which  represents  off-reserve  and  non-status  Aboriginals,  has 
set  up  a plan  to  monitor  the  Native  hunt  for  large  animals  and  migratory 
birds . 

"We've  taken  great  pains  to  ensure  what  we  develop  is  in  the  best 
tradition  of  our  people,  taking  into  account  the  issues  of  conservation, 
the  issues  of  safety,  and  respect  of  all  the  species  and  everyone  that's 
out  there,"  says  Philip  Fraser,  a council  member. 

New  Brunswick  has  called  the  council's  plan  illegal.  The  province  sent  a 
letter  asking  the  council  to  stop  issuing  permits  and  tags. 

The  council  says  there's  been  no  response  to  its  request  to  sit  down  and 
discuss  the  issue  of  Native  rights  and  hunting  with  the  government... 

"The  big  thing  we're  dealing  with,  even  though  we  have  the  Marshall 
decision  and  other  court  decisions,  is  that  governments  have  not  wanted  to 
deal  with  us  on  the  basis  of  rights,"  says  Fraser.  "They  want  to  deal  with 
this  as  a program  issue  and  develop  that  ultimate  control." 

There  have  been  no  arrests  or  major  confrontations,  unlike  the  tense 
conflicts  that  arose  from  the  Native  lobster  fishery  in  Burnt  Church,  N.B. 
this  fall. 

But  the  council  says  it  will  give  full  support,  including  legal  fees,  to 
anyone  arrested  for  hunting  under  its  plan. 
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OKIT  OKC  Chapter  of  American  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Cops  Office  Announces  Grants  to  enhance  Law  Enforcement 
Infrastructures  and  Community  Policing  Efforts  in  Indian  Communities 
Tribes  in  27  States  to  Receive  $35.2  Million  in  COPS  Funding 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  - The  U.S.  Department  of  Dustice's  Office  of 
Community  Oriented  Policing  Services  (COPS)  today  announced  the 
awarding  of  $35.2  million  to  130  tribal  law  enforcement  agencies  to 
add  218  officers  to  Indian  communities,  provide  training,  and 
purchase  necessary  crime-fighting  equipment. 

"Native  Americans  are  the  victims  of  violent  crime  at  more  than 
twice  the  rate  of  all  Americans,  and  providing  adequate  resources  to 
tribes  is  an  essential  part  of  reducing  crime  in  Indian  Country," 
said  Attorney  General  Reno.  "These  grants  for  additional  officers, 
training,  and  equipment  will  help  reduce  crime  on  Indian  lands  and 
ensure  that  Native  Americans  are  safer  in  their  communities." 

The  COPS  program  is  the  Clinton/Gore  Administration's  initiative  to 
add  100,000  community-policing  officers  to  the  beat  and  advance 
community  policing  nationwide.  Community  policing  is  a crime 
fighting  strategy  that  encourages  law  enforcement  to  work  in 
partnership  with  the  community  to  solve  crime  problems.  To  date,  the 
COPS  program  has  funded  more  than  105,000  community  policing 
officers.  President  Clinton  has  proposed  continuing  the  COPS  program 
for  an  additional  five  years  to  add  up  to  50,000  more  community 
policing  officers  to  local  communities. 

"We  are  extremely  proud  of  our  history  in  providing  law  enforcement 
funding  to  Native  American  communities.  With  this  grant 
announcement,  we  have  again  proven  our  commitment  to  ensuring  every 
American  community  has  the  opportunity  to  experience  the  benefits  of 
community  policing,"  said  COPS  Director  Tom  Frazier. 

Today's  grants  were  awarded  under  the  COPS  Tribal  Resources  Grant 
Program  2000.  This  program  focuses  on  tribal  communities,  many  of 
which  have  limited  resources  and  are  affected  by  high  rates  of  crime 
and  violence.  It  is  meant  to  enhance  law  enforcement  infrastructures 
and  community  policing  efforts  within  tribal  communities.  Funding  to 
hire  additional  officers  covers  75  percent  of  the  total  salary  and 
benefits  of  each  officer  hired  for  three  years,  up  to  a maximum  of 
$75,000  per  officer. 

In  this  award,  27  states  received  funding  including  Oklahoma  where  8 
tribes  received  funding.  Those  tribes  are:  Cherokee  Nation  - $209,219; 
Kickapoo  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  - $119,588;  Comanche  Tribe  -$141,022; 
Citizen  Potawatomi  Nation  - $127,303;  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho 
Tribes  - $51,458;  Caddo  Tribe  - $204,905;  Absentee  Shawnee 
Tribe  - $104,515;  and  the  Choctaw  Nation  Law  Enforcement  - $95,625. 
Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 
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PINE  TREE  NATIVE  CENTRE  IN  FINANCIAL  CRISIS 
BY  SUSAN  GAMBLE,  Expositor  Staff 

BRANTFORD  _ There  was  no  Thanksgiving  dinner  at  the  Pine  Tree  Native 
Centre  this  weekend. 

In  fact,  there's  not  much  to  celebrate  as  the  25  King  St.  centre  - which 
normally  sponsors  an  annual  free  dinner  for  clients  and  the  community  -- 
faces  continuing,  serious  funding  shortages. 

After  years  of  begging  the  government  for  the  same  core  funding  that  99 
other  Friendship  Centres  in  Canada  get,  Brantford's  centre  is  fast 
reaching  the  point  of  no  return. 

Paycheques  for  staff  have  again  been  delayed  and  the  office,  which  houses 
some  of  the  busiest  programs  in  the  city,  is  in  danger  of  folding. 

"We  live  from  program  to  program,  and  the  government  expects  certain 
programs  from  us,"  said  executive  director  Trudy  Dones,  "but  we  need  to 
pay  the  mortgage  and  my  wage  and  the  bookkeeper's  salary." 

The  agency's  future  depends  on  whether  Heritage  Minister  Sheila  Copps 
will  re-evaluate  funding  that  was  capped  14  years  ago. 

For  14  years.  Pine  Tree  --  which  fits  all  the  criteria  for  funding  --  has 
applied  for  the  cap  to  be  lifted  so  that  it  can  apply  for  core  funding. 

For  three  years.  Hones  and  the  centre's  board  of  directors  have  begged  for 
fresh  funding.  They  have  asked  Copps  to  tour  the  bustling  centre  which  has 
earned  national  and  international  honours.  A Copps'  policy  advisor  has 
sent  letters  commending  the  centre  for  "dedication  and  service  to  the 
community"  but  saying  "no  new  funding  is  available." 

As  to  the  visit,  Dones  isn't  holding  her  breath. 

"Even  (MP)  Dane  Stewart  sent  a letter  to  Sheila  Copps  saying,  'Please,  if 
you  can't  make  a visit  at  least  phone  and  talk  to  them'  and  there  was  no 
response,"  said  Dones. 

The  wear  and  tear  of  living  from  one  provincially  or  federally  funded 
program  to  another  is  telling  on  the  staff,  which  has  waited  on  paycheques 
several  times. 

Rather  than  rely  entirely  on  the  funding  that  covers  the  various  programs. 
Pine  Tree  has  developed  a number  of  money-making  ventures:  Kanata  Village, 
a catering  service  and  a gift  shop  help  pull  in  much-needed  dollars. 

But  Dones  said  it's  disconcerting  for  counsellors  to  stop  work  and  help 
run  bake  sales  or  whip  up  a pair  of  moccasins  for  the  gift  shop. 

"Heritage  Canada  funds  French  ballerinas.  Weird  cartoons  on  the  Comedy 
Channel  are  funded  by  Heritage  Canada.  And  all  we're  asking  for  is 
$100,000  for  administration  salaries  and  our  building  and  I can't  get  a 
buck . " 

Sheila  Copps  announced  Friday  that  Heritage  Canada  would  double  its 
funding  of  Canadian  feature-length  films  to  $100  million  a year. 

"That's  great,"  sighed  Dones.  "If  we  had  core  funding  we  could  sleep 
nights . " 

Copps'  office  could  not  be  reached  for  comment  on  Friday,  but  a Heritage 
Canada  spokesman,  who  asked  not  to  be  named,  said  funding  isn't  that  easy. 

"It's  not  just  one  big  wallet  you  take  the  money  out  of.  It's  small 
purses  of  different  programs  under  different  spending  authorities  with 
different  criteria,"  he  said. 

"There's  got  to  be  a cutoff  line  and  unfortunately  some  people  fall  below 
that  line  and  don't  get  funding." 

The  spokesman  said  the  federal  department  is  considering  whether 
friendship  centres  such  as  Pine  Tree  could  apply  for  other  Heritage  Canada 
projects  and  spread  that  money  around  enough  to  help. 

Basically,  that's  how  the  Friendship  Centre  has  been  operating  for  years. 
Pine  Tree  started  in  one  room,  with  one  program. 

Over  15  years  it  has  bloomed  into  a full  range  of  programs  that  support 
the  7,000  urban  Natives  in  Brantford  and  numerous  non-Native  clients.  At 
various  points,  when  funding  has  been  cut  to  an  important  program,  the 
centre  somehow  managed  to  continue  running  it,  scraping  together  funds 
from  other  sources. 

The  programs  are  funded  equally  by  the  federal  and  provincial  governments 
but  the  money  does  not  cover  the  centre's  inf rastructure  costs. 


Some  of  the  programs  include  Aboriginal  family  support,  prenatal 
nutrition,  Li'l  Turtles,  Native  criminal  courtwork,  life  long  care, 
women's  circle,  diabetes  education.  Aboriginal  healing  and  wellness  and 
Fast  Water,  Fast  Friends. 

The  agency's  bail  verification  and  reporting  service  is  used  by  the  entire 
community  for  both  Natives  and  non-Natives  and  the  centre  provides  inmate 
liaison  and  post  release  planning  for  seven  different  correctional 
institutions . 

Hustice  Gethin  Edward,  president  of  the  Pine  Tree  board  of  directors, 
wrote  to  Stewart  asking  for  intercession.  "With  the  multitude  of  programs 
that  we  run  and  the  ever-increasing  volume  of  people  that  we  work  with, 
does  it  make  any  sense  that  a centre  of  our  size  is  not  in  receipt  of  core 
funding?" 

Stewart  forwarded  the  information  to  Copps,  encouraging  her  to  consider 
core  funding  for  the  centre. 

In  desperation,  Hones  wrote  to  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien  at  the  end  of 
March,  explaining  that  Pine  Tree  hasn't  been  able  to  "initiate  any 
dialogue  with  Copps'  office. 

"Meantime,  Prime  Minister,  my  staff  of  over  30  individuals  must  work 
twice  as  hard  as  their  non-Native  counterparts  doing  the  same  work  - We  are 
pitied  and  degraded  for  our  constant  fund-raising.  Every  month,  program 
staff  must  take  time  from  their  duties  to  raise  the  funds  to  pay  the 
executive  director,  bookkeeper  and  mortgage. 

Program  enhancement  and  development  must  take  a back  seat  to  janitorial 
duties,  clerical  and  the  ever-present  fund-raising." 

"I  am  begging  for  your  intervention  for  a one-time  grant  of  assistance" 

In  response,  the  prime  minister's  office  forwarded  the  letter  to  Sheila 
Copps  and  thanked  Hones  for  writing. 

Copps'  advisor  Gilles  Pineau  soon  wrote  again  this  time  stating  that  Copps 
was  "unable  to  visit  the  centre"  but  that  she  had  agreed  to  explore 
options  to  secure  funding  for  non-core-funded  friendship  centres." 

That's  small  comfort  when  there's  no  money  to  pay  the  frontline  staff, 
said  Hones. 

The  funding  that  would  normally  come  in  from  the  Six  Nations 
administration  has  also  been  held  up  due  to  a dispute  between  the  council 
and  the  federal  government. 

"I  don't  know  how  long  we  can  keep  people.  People  are  being  sent  our  way 
with  the  agency  can't  deal  with  the  problems  we  already  have." 

But  one  of  the  Native  values  is  that  there's  always  enough  in  the  pot  to 
feed  one  more,  said  Hones. 

Meanwhile,  the  agency  has  set  up  a petition  to  push  for  core  funding. 

"We  hope  this  community  can  help  us  convey  our  request,  not  for  a hand 
out,  but  a hand-up,  as  we  strive  to  provide  the  basics  of  life  for  the 
First  Nations  people  and  others  who  live  here,"  said  Hones.  The  petition 
can  be  signed  at  the  centre,  25  King  St. 

Those  running  the  programs  continue  to  explore  every  option. 

One  nurse  in  the  life  long  care  program  even  wrote  to  the  Queen  asking  for 
help . 

"A  lady  in  waiting  wrote  back  saying,  'I'm  sure  your  government  will 
eventually  see  the  light,'  " said  Hones,  "but  we're  still  holding  the 
candle . " 

c.  Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal . Com 

Please  send  comments  to  editor@canadianAboriginal.com 

"RE : Why  Two  Time  Zones  in  Nunavut"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Oct  2000  10:13:34  -0500 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

f ilename="Nunavut  Time  Zones" 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News 
Why  Two  Time  Zones  in  Nunavut? 

NUNAVUT  --Canadian  Aboriginal . Com 


One  of  the  first  contentious  issues  in  Nunavut  has  been  to  split  the 
country  into  two  time  zones.  Nunavut  will  begin  time-sharing  between  both 
the  Central  and  Eastern  zones. 

The  territory  will  now  spend  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  in  the 
Central  zone  and  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  the  Eastern  zone. 

"This  is  the  best  compromise  on  an  issue  that  touches  all  of  Nunavut/' 
said  lack  Anawak,  the  Minister  of  lustice. 

Last  year,  Nunavut  straddled  three  time  zones:  Mountain,  Central  and 
Eastern.  Last  Halloween,  in  an  effort  to  create  uniformity  and  ease 
communications  across  the  2, 000-kilometre-wide  territory,  the  entire  area 
was  placed  on  Central  Time. 

The  change  was  not  popular. 

During  the  winter,  the  sun  was  setting  at  1 p.m.  in  eastern  parts  of  the 
territory . 

"The  strongest  concern  was  a safety  issue  for  the  children  --  they  were 
coming  home  from  school  in  complete  darkness.  Very  early  in  the  morning  it 
was  daylight  and  the  sun  was  gone  after  lunch,"  said  Hunter  Tootoo,  member 
of  the  legislative  assembly  for  Iqaluit  Centre. 

To  find  a solution,  the  government  polled  business  leaders,  residents  and 
service  organizations  in  every  region  about  the  time  zone  change,  looking 
for  a compromise. 

Mr.  Anawak  thinks  the  government  has  now  found  an  acceptable  solution.  On 
Oct.  29,  when  most  Canadians  are  setting  their  clocks  back  one  hour  --  as 
they  switch  from  daylight  saving  time  --  people  in  Nunavut  will  leave 
their  watches  alone. 

That  one-hour  gain  will  then  move  the  area  into  the  Eastern  zone,  sharing 
time  with  most  of  Ontario,  Quebec  and  the  Eastern  seaboard  of  the  United 
States . 

Next  April,  when  daylight  saving  time  is  revisited  and  most  clocks  in  the 
country  are  turned  ahead  one  hour,  Nunavummiut  clocks  will  again  remain 
untouched,  putting  them  back  into  Central  Time,  along  with  Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba,  northwestern  Ontario  and  a strip  of  the  United  States  down  to 
Texas . 
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Washington,  DC  - The  League  of  Conservation  Voters  (LCV)  today  named 
House  candidate  Linda  Runbeck  (R-Minn.)  and  U.S.  Senators  Slade  Gorton 
(R-Wash.)  and  Rod  Grams  (R-Minn.)  to  its  Dirty  Dozen  list  of  anti- 
environment Congressional  candidates.  At  separate  news  conferences  in 
Seattle,  Wash.,  and  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  spokespeople  for  the  national 
conservation  group  launched  campaigns  to  help  defeat  the  three 
Congressional  candidates  by  highlighting  their  poor  environmental  records. 
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Slade  Gorton,  Linda  Runbeck  and  Rod  Grams  Named  to  "Dirty  Dozen" 

National  conservation  group  targets  congressional  candidates  for  defeat 
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Washington,  DC  - The  League  of  Conservation  Voters  (LCV)  today  named 
Dirty  Dozen  House  candidate  Linda  Runbeck  (R-Minn.)  and  U.S.  Senators 
Slade  Gorton  (R-Wash.)  and  Rod  Grams  (R-Minn.)  to  its  Dirty  Dozen  list  of 
anti-environment  Congressional  candidates.  At  separate  news  conferences 
in  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  spokespeople  for  the  national 
conservation  group  launched  campaigns  to  help  defeat  the  three 
Congressional  candidates  by  highlighting  their  poor  environmental  records. 


Campaigning  in  Seattle,  LCV  President  Deb  Callahan  pledged  to  expose 
Gorton's  anti-environmental  record  to  Washington  voters.  "This  election, 
Gorton  is  trying  to  tell  people  that  he  has  worked  hard  to  protect  the 
environment,  and  he  has  on  a few  limited  occasions,"  Callahan  said.  "But 
in  reality,  he  has  continually  voted  against  the  most  critical  measures 
designed  to  protect  clean  water  and  land  in  order  to  protect  polluters  who 
contribute  to  his  campaign." 

According  to  the  League,  Gorton  has  compiled  a lifetime  LCV 
environmental  rating  of  26  percent.  In  1998,  he  voted  against  a $2.1 
billion  increase  to  accelerate  the  clean  up  of  toxic  Superfund  sites 
across  the  country,  of  which  Washington  has  47.  He  also  voted  to  weaken  a 
citizens'  right  to  know  about  toxics  in  their  communities.  Gorton  has 
voted  numerous  times  against  clean  water  regulations  and  supported  efforts 
to  weaken  the  Safe  Drinking  Water  Act  (SDWA).  In  1999,  he  introduced  a 
rider  to  allow  the  Crown  Jewel  Gold  Mine  to  proceed  with  an  open-pit  mine, 
despite  warnings  that  it  will  permanently  scar  Washington's  countryside 
and  pollute  area  groundwater  supplies  and  waterways  with  toxic  compounds 
such  as  cyanide  and  heavy  metals. 

In  St.  Paul,  LCV  Communication  Director  Lisa  Wade  Raasch  predicted  that 
clean  air  and  water  issues  will  help  decide  the  outcome  of  Minnesota's 
Senate  race  and  the  race  to  fill  Represenative  Bruce  Vento's  seat  in 
Minnesota's  4th  District.  "In  the  Land  of  10,000  Lakes,  water  quality 
should  be  as  much  a priority  for  politicians  as  it  is  for  Minnesotans,  but 
Senator  Rod  Grams  and  state  Senator  Linda  Runbeck  have  each  voted  against 
cleaner  water  and  the  public's  health,"  said  Raasch.  "By  naming  Grams  and 
Runbeck  to  the  Dirty  Dozen  and  informing  Minnesotans  of  their  votes 
against  clean  water,  clean  air  and  a healthy  environment,  LCV  will  work  to 
keep  Congress,  and  the  country,  safe  from  their  polluting  votes." 

During  his  career  in  Congress,  Grams  has  consistently  voted  against 
stronger  water  quality  protections.  In  1995,  he  voted  against  new 
drinking  water  safeguards  designed  to  prevent  illnesses  from  toxic 
bacteria  such  as  Cryptosporidium,  which  led  to  104  deaths  and  400,000 
illnesses  in  Wisconsin  in  1993.  In  addition.  Grams  voted  against  funding 
for  clean  water  programs  designed  to  address  pollution  of  drinking  water, 
rivers,  streams  and  lakes  from  contaminated  runoff.  He  also  voted  to 
weaken  laws  that  protect  a citizen's  right  to  know  about  toxic  pollution 
in  his  or  her  community  while  also  voting  against  funding  for  cleanup  of 
toxic  waste  sites. 

Runbeck's  environmental  record  is  also  poor.  According  to  LCV,  Runbeck, 
who  has  served  in  the  Minnesota  Senate  for  11  years,  is  out  of  touch  with 
the  environmentally  minded  voters  of  Minnesota's  4th  Congressional 
District,  consistently  siding  with  big  polluters  and  against  environmental 
interests.  Runbeck  is  closely  associated  with  the  ultra-conservative 
American  Legislative  Exchange  Council  (ALEC),  which  supports  rolling  back 
protections  for  air  and  water.  In  addition,  although  LCV  polling  shows 
that  sprawl  and  traffic  congestion  are  serious  concerns  for  4th  District 
voters,  Runbeck  voted  to  cut  funding  for  efforts  to  study  sprawl  and 
traffic  congestion  and  find  solutions  to  these  problems  that  threaten  the 
state's  air,  water  and  lands. 

The  Dirty  Dozen  campaigns  use  a combination  of  strategic  grassroots 
organizing,  polling,  earned  media,  direct  mail  and  advertising  to  inform 
voters  about  the  poor  environmental  record  of  the  Dirty  Dozen  candidates. 
LCV  is  spending  $3  million  on  this  year's  Dirty  Dozen  Campaigns.  The  other 
members  of  the  2000  Dirty  Dozen  include:  Senators  Spencer  Abraham 
(R-Mich.),  Slade  Gorton  (R-Wash.),  and  Conrad  Burns  (R-Mont.),  former 
Governor  George  Allen  (R-Va.)  and  U.S.  Representative  Bill  McCollum  who  are 
both  running  for  the  Senate,  and  U.S.  Representatives  Dim  Rogan  (R-Calif.), 
Steve  Kuykendall  (R-Calif.),  Dim  Traficant  (D-Ohio),  Anne  Northup  (R-Ky.) 
and  state  Senator  Mike  Rogers  (R-Mich.)  who  is  running  to  represent 
Michigan's  8th  Congressional  district.  In  the  last  two  elections,  LCV  has 
helped  defeat  16  of  the  25  candidates  named  to  its  Dirty  Dozen  list. 

In  addition  to  the  Dirty  Dozen,  LCV  this  year  initiated  the 
Environmental  Champions  campaigns  that  work  to  re-elect  strong 
environmental  leaders  who  are  in  competitive  races.  The  bipartisan  list  of 
Champions  includes:  Senator  Lincoln  Chafee  (R-R.I.)  and  U=2ES. 


Representatives  Dim  Maloney  (D-Conn.),  Chris  Shays  (R-Conn.),  Day  Inslee 
(D-Wash.),  Jim  Saxton  (R-N.D.)  and  Doe  Hoeffel  (D-Pa.).  LCV  also 
encourages  its  members  to  financially  support  the  campaigns  of  candidates 
named  to  its  EarthList.  The  2000  EarthList  includes:  U.S. 

Representatives  Dim  Ramstad  (R-Minn.),  David  Bonior  (D-Mich.),  Sherry 
Boehlert  (R-N.Y.),  Day  Inslee  (D-Wash.),  Marge  Roukema  (R-N.D.),  Mark 
Udall  (D-Colo.),  Rush  Holt  (D-N.D.)  and  Senator  Dim  Deffords  (R-Vt.) 

The  nonprofit  League  of  Conservation  Voters  is  the  political  voice  of 
the  national  environmental  community.  LCV  is  the  only  national 
environmental  organization  devoted  full-time  to  informing  the  public  about 
the  environmental  records  of  federally  elected  officials  and  working  to 
elect  pro-conservation  candidates  to  Congress.  For  more  information  about 
LCV's  political  campaigns,  visit 
www. lcv.org/campaigns 
# # # 

For  audio  actualities  contact  Danuary  Communications  at  703-418-2060. 

Paid  for  by  the  League  of  Conservation  Voters  Action  Fund. 

Not  authorized  by  any  candidate  or  candidate's  committee. 
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Dear  Friends, 

Attorney  Dennifer  Harbury  met  with  Congressman  Hyde's  aide  last  week.  We 
believe  they  are  backing  off,  but  we  will  continue  to  keep  a watchful  eye  on 
the  situation  (they  said  the  Washington  Times  article  "exaggerated" ... .who 
knows).  Thank  you  for  your  quick  and  effective  response,  as  usual.  Let's 
focus  all  of  our  phone  calls  back  to  the  White  House  Comment  Line.  We  are 
quickly  approaching  the  final  stretch,  and  we  must  keep  that  line  flooded! 
Call  as  often  as  possible.  If  you  can  only  call  once  a week,  please  call  on 
your  region's  designated  days  (info  listed  below).  If  you  have  time  to  make 
a second  call,  call  your  Congressional  Representative  or  a state  Senator  who 
may  be  willing  to  endorse  the  clemency.  If  you  need  help  figuring  out  who 
to  target  in  your  state,  give  us  a call.  THANK  YOU! 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

WHITE  HOUSE  COMMENTS  LINE:  202-456-1111 
CONGRESSIONAL  SWITCHBOARD:  202-224-3121 

REGIONS:  northeast:  Mondays,  southeast:  Tuesdays,  mid-west  and 
international:  Wednesdays,  northwest:  Thursdays  and  the  southwest:  Fridays. 
Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 
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Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

Leonard  Peltier  Update:  "On  Winning  Victories" 

By  Ted  Glick  National  Coordinator 

of  the  Independent  Progressive  Politics  Network 

It's  almost  a truism  of  organizing  that  to  be  successful,  groups  need  to 
win  victories.  Most  people  are  not  going  to  stay  with  an  organization  over 
the  long  haul  unless  they  see  and  experience  some  tangible,  positive 
results  from  their  involvement.  With  certain  reservations,  this  "truism" 
squares  with  my  experience  as  an  organizer. 

Saul  Alinsky  was  a well-known  community  organizer  who  particularly 
emphasized  this  point.  His  basic  approach  to  building  popular 
organizations  was  that,  to  begin  with,  a relatively  simple  but  winnable 
issue  needed  to  be  chosen,  an  issue  of  concern  to  people  in  the  particular 
area  being  targeted  by  organizers.  Getting  a stop  sign  or  stop  light  put 
at  a dangerous  intersection,  getting  a government  agency  to  come  and  meet 
and  set  up  procedures  for  input  on  a regular  basis-it  didn't  matter  much 
what  the  issue  was.  What  mattered  was  WINNING. 

Those  of  us  who  believe  that  we  need  a national  political  alterNative  to 
the  Democrat/Republican  corporate  duopoly  have  a very  real  potential  of 
winning  a much,  much  bigger  victory  in  early  November.  If  the  Ralph 
Nader/Winona  LaDuke  ticket  gets  at  least  5%  of  the  national  popular  vote, 
the  Green  party  and  its  allies  will  be  assured  of  $12-15  million  in 
federal  funds  come  2004.  These  resources,  combined  with  other  steps  that 
would  need  to  be  taken  between  now  and  then,  would  mean  that  a Green 
Party-based,  third  party  alliance  could  have  a realistic,  if  long  shot, 
chance  of  winning  the  race  for  the  Presidency  in  that  year. 

There's  another  victory  that  the  progressive  movement,  indeed,  that  all 
people  who  believe  in  justice  could  win  in  the  next  few  months:  freedom 
for  Leonard  Peltier.  President  Bill  Clinton  is  currently  considering  the 
granting  of  Executive  Clemency  before  he  leaves  office  for  this  innocent 
political  prisoner.  A petition  for  clemency  has  been  on  his  desk  for 
almost  seven  years.  Now  is  the  time,  the  best  hope  for  winning  Peltier's 
freedom,  after  the  election  and  with  no  chance  of  political  damage  to 
Clinton  from  the  vindictive,  inhuman  reactionaries  who  literally  want 
Peltier  to  die  in  prison 

I am  writing  this  column  on  the  eighth  day  of  an  annual  12-day  fast 
which  I and  a number  of  other  people  around  the  country  undertake  each 
October.  We  make  this  small  sacrifice  and  take  other  actions  during  this 
time  to  call  for  the  renaming  of  October  12th  Indigenous  Peoples  Day  and 
to  draw  attention  to  the  incredible  injustice  of  Peltier's  imprisonment, 
now  in  its  25th  year.  He  was  convicted  by  an  all-white  jury  in  North 
Dakota  in  a tragic  joke  of  a fair  trial  for  the  death  in  1975  of  two  FBI 
agents  on  Indian  land,  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota. 
He  remains  in  prison  despite  the  statement  by  one  of  the  government's  own 
prosecutors  in  1985  that,  "we  do  not  know  who  shot  the  agents"  (!!) 

Leonard  Peltier  is  much,  much  more  than  another  person  who  has  suffered 
at  the  hands  of  an  often-unjust  legal  system.  He  is  a symbol  for  the 
continuing  resistance  of  Indian  people,  the  only  people  truly  Native  to 
the  Americas,  in  response  to  the  well-known  history  of  genocide  begun  by 
the  arrival  of  Christopher  Columbus  in  the  Caribbean  508  years  ago.  We've 
just  been  witness  to  the  summer  Olympics  in  Sidney,  Australia.  There  is  a 
strong  movement  in  that  country  for  "truth  and  reconciliation"  with  the 
Aboriginal  people  of  that  land.  All  of  Australia  cheered  mightily  as  Kathy 
Freeman  won  the  gold  medal  in  the  400  meter  race.  The  opening  ceremony 
included  large  numbers  of  Aboriginal  people  performing  their  dances  and 
songs  as  part  of  an  overview  of  Australian  history.  While  this  movement 
still  has  a long  way  to  go  before  true  reconciliation  and  justice  is  done, 
it  is  far  ahead  of  our  reality  in  the  United  States. 

"Truth  and  reconciliation  for  Indigenous  people  begins  with  the  freedom 
of  Leonard  Peltier."  So  reads  a sentence  on  a leaflet  put  out  by  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  for  a massive  demonstration  planned  for 
Sunday,  December  10th  in  New  York  City  demanding  Executive  Clemency  for 
Peltier.  Yes,  this  is  true.  Or  rather,  it  can  become  true.  It  can  become 
true  if  many  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  young  people  and  others  who  have 
demonstrated  in  Seattle,  Washington,  Philadelphia,  Los  Angeles  and/or 


Boston  oven  the  past  10  months  get  on  board  for  this  winnable  campaign.  It 
can  become  true  if  a significant  chunk  of  the  millions  of  people  who  will 
be  voting  for  Nader  and  LaDuke  get  on  board,  if  others  who  don't  vote  or 
who  vote  for  Gore  and  even  Bush,  believing  in  justice  and  seeing  the 
injustice  of  Peltier's  continued  imprisonment,  get  on  board.  Indeed,  this 
campaign  to  free  Leonard  Peltier  must  become,  over  the  next  two-three 
months,  a priority  for  all  of  us  who  say  we  believe  in  justice. 

lust  as  we  should  vote  our  hopes  and  not  our  fears  on  election  day, 
let's  dare  to  dream  about  what  a victory  it  would  be  when  Leonard  Peltier 
walks  out  of  that  prison.  Think  of  the  impact  this  will  have  upon  people 
all  over  this  country,  particularly  upon  Indigenous  people,  and  all  over 
the  world!  But  it  may  not  happen  unless  we  all  do  whatever  we  can  over 
this  coming  period  of  time. 

Let's  celebrate  Indigenous  Peoples  Day  the  way  it  should  be  celebrated: 
reflecting  on  the  508  years  of  oppression  and  genocide  and  dedicating 
ourselves  to  the  essential  struggle  for  truth  and  reconciliation  in  this 
land.  Free  Leonard  Peltier! 

(You  can  call  the  White  House  comment  line  at  202-456-1111- - then  press 
"0" — to  express  your  opinion  that  Clinton  should  grant  executive  clemency, 
and  you  can  find  out  more  about  the  December  10th  demonstration  by 
contacting  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  at  P.0  Box  583,  Lawrence, 
Ks.  66044,  785-842-5774,) 

Ted  Glick  is  National  Coordinator  of  the  Independent  Progressive 
Politics  Network  (www.ippn.org)  and  author  of  the  recently-published 
"FUTURE  HOPE:  A Winning  Strategy  for  a Dust  Society."  He  can  be  reached  at 
P.O.  Box  1132,  Bloomfield,  N.D.  07003 
Reprinted  under  the  Fair  Use: 

http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html  doctrine  of  international 
copyright  law. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service, 
c.  Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal. Com 

"RE : Hopeful  News  from  Leonard  Peltier  with  Warning"  

Date:  Sun,  15  Oct  2000  11:47:22  EDT 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Subj : HOPEFUL  NEWS  FROM  LEONARD  PELTIER... 

EVERYONE- - 

Leonard  called  me  from  Leavenworth  just  a few  moments  ago  (Sun  10:45AM).. 
he's  in  unusually  high  spirits,  and  says  he  has  reason  to  believe  that 
"something  good"  is  about  to  happen  soon.  He  said  he  couldn't  say  more 
right  now,  but  he's  very  hopeful  of  getting  out.  I'm  tremendously 
heartened  to  hear  that  from  Leonard.  He's  rarely  sounded  so  optimistic. 

As  you  may  know,  I've  been  running  a "WRITE-IN  LEONARD  PELTIER  FOR 
PRESIDENT  CAMPAIGN"  all  year,  winning  commitments  from  many  many  thousands 
of  people  around  the  country  to  cast  their  protest  ballots  for  Leonard. 

I asked  him  just  now  if  I should  continue  with  this  "LEONARD  4 PREZ 
CAMPAIGN,"  and  he  tells  me,  "Harvey,  I appreciate  your  efforts,  but  tell 
all  those  who  were  going  to  vote  for  me  that  I release  them  from  their 
commitment ...  and  suggest  to  them,  if  they  want  to  help  me,  to  vote  for  A1 
Gore  for  President .. .that ' s what  I would  do  if  I could  vote,  and  that's 
what  I hope  every  one  of  my  supporters  will  do..." 

PLEASE  send  this  message  TODAY  to  ALL  you  know! 

/Harvey  Arden 

Editor  of  Leonard  Peltier's  PRISON  WRITINGS:  MY  LIFE  IS  MY  SUN  DANCE 


Date:  Tue,  17  Oct  2000  04:46:31  EDT 
From:  DTRoad@aol.com 

Subj:  Answers  to  Clemency  Questions  <fwd> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  lpdc@idir.net  (LPDC) 

Hi  Harvey,  would  you  mind  forwarding  this  message  to  your  list? 
Thanks!  --Gina 


Friends, 

We  are  getting  a lot  of  questions  regarding  Harvey's  email,  re  his 
conversation  with  Leonard  Peltier  by  phone.  For  this  reason,  we  just  wanted 
to  put  out  one  message  in  order  to  answer  all  questions  at  once.  We  want 
everyone  to  be  clear  on  the  following: 

1.  There  is  no  indication  that  Leonard  will  be  granted  clemency.  We 
still  have  a lot  of  work  to  do  in  order  to  make  his  release  possible. 

Please  keep  up  the  phone  call  campaign. 

2.  The  LPDC  is  not  telling  people  how  to  vote,  although  a public  campaign 
coming  from  Peltier  supporters  threatening  to  take  away  votes  from  the 
democrats  is  not  beneficial  to  the  clemency  campaign.  People  should  vote  of 
their  own  conscience. 

3.  Things  are  looking  better  for  Leonard  than  they  have  before,  meaning  if 
there  was  ever  a chance  to  get  him  clemency,  it  will  be  soon  after  the 

elections this  is  not  an  unrealistic  goal.... that  is  if  we  work  hard 

enough,  and  keep  the  comments  line  flooded. 

4.  For  this  reason,  Leonard  is  optimistic  lately.  There  has  not  been  this 
much  reason 

to  be  hopeful  of  his  release  since  the  ballistics  evidence  was  revealed  in 
the  early  80's. 

5.  Yes,  we  are  working  on  some  strategies  that  cannot  be  discussed  and  if 
they  are,  they  will  be  totally  jeopardized.  But,  again,  there  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  clemency  is  going  to  be  granted.  We  have  gotten  clues 
(especially  from  comment  line  operators),  as  mentioned  in  our  other 
messages,  that  the  clemency  is  being  taken  seriously  by  officials.  This 
does  not  mean  however,  that  our  work  is  over.  But,  there  is  reason  to  be 
optimistic.  Please  keep  up  the  pressure! 

Thank  you. 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  March  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltier . org 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  9 October  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Smith,  Christopher  P. 
#215-786 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  6/24/58 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Smith,  Leslie  Allen 
#13598  ACH-333 
PO  Box  41 
Michigan  City,  IN 

46361-0041 

Date  of  Birth:  9/15/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Smith,  Markham  Lee 
#213-336  - 5 Dorm 

PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  7/31/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640439,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Oct  2000  14:40:18  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School-  INDIAN  HELPER  8/26/1887 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA.  FRIDAY,  AUGUST  26,  1887  NO.  3 


THE  INDIANS  AT  HOME. 


"Yes,  some  of  the  Indians  live  in  houses,"  answered  Miss  Burgess,  when 
the  Man-on-the-band-stand  tried  to  make  her  talk  more  about  the  trip  she 
and  Miss  Irvine  recently  took  to  Dakota  for  pupils. 

"Are  they  nice  houses?"  continued  the  old  man. 

"Not  very  nice.  They  are  made  of  logs,  and  many  of  them  have  no 
floors.  It  is  very  hard  work,  as  you  know,  my  dear  sir,  to  build  a 
house  first  to  cut  down  the  trees  and  trim  the  logs,  then  to  haul  them 
from  the  woods,  then  to  put  them  up  so  as  to  make  a good  strong  house. 

It  is  hard  work  I say,  and  when  you  stop  and  think  that  many  of  the 
Indians  who  have  put  up  houses  in  the  last  few  years  at  Pine  Ridge  and 
Rosebud,  Dak.,  are  men  who  never  learned  to  work  when  they  were  boys  and 
knew  nothing  of  carpentering,  a great  deal  of  credit  is  due  them  for 
having  done  so  well. 

Some  of  the  houses  are  crooked,  some  are  not  chinked  well  and  others 
have  no  doors  or  windows,  but  many  are  well  built  and  straight." 

"What  kind  of  roofs  do  they  have?" 

"I  saw  no  shingle  roofs  on  any  of  the  log  houses  out  there.  The  roofs 
were  made  of  mud  and  sand  and  lay  quite  flat.  I should  think  when  it 
rained  the  water  would  run  through." 

"Do  they  have  chairs,  and  tables,  and  stoves,  and  other  things  which 
we  consider  necessary?" 

"In  most  of  the  houses  we  went  therew  as  only  one  room.  In  that  room 
were  generally  a stove,  four  or  five  beds,  one  or  two  old  broken  chairs, 
a table  perhaps,  and  a trunk  or  a box  or  two.  Harness  and  saddles  and 
ropes  were  in  one  corner,  dirty  dishes,  pots  and  pans  piled  up  in 
another  corner,  tobacco  pouches  and  pipes  and  other  trinkets  hung  around 
on  nails,  while  meat  bones  and  soup  kettles  served  for  central 
ornaments.  Flies  and  fleas  were  abundant  and  there  was  not  a total 
absence  of  a worse  kind  of  vermin. 

"Did  you  not  find  any  of  the  houses  in  good  order?" 

"Yes;  one  house  in  which  I was  invited  at  Rosebud  deserves  more  than  a 
passing  remark.  I mean  Standing  Bear  and  house. 

Victoria,  (we  all  remember  when  she  was  with  us)  keeps  house  for  her 
father,  and  Willard  lives  there  too. 

(Luther  and  his  wife  live  in  a different  house.) 

The  last  evening  I was  at  Rosebud  Willard  called  for  me  to  go  see  his 
home . 

I went,  and  as  I entered  was  surprised  to  see  such  a nicely  kept 
house. 

The  floor  was  white,  the  chairs  and  tables  were  nicely  dusted.  There 
were  pictures  on  the  walls.  In  the  main  room  which  was  a large  one, 
there  were  two  of  the  nicest  made  and  cleanest  looking  beds  I saw  in  any 
Indian  house. 

Victoria  has  a sewing  machine  and  organ.  We  played  the  organ,  and  sang 
Gospel  Hymns,  and  talked  and  laughed  and  had  a very  enjoyable  evening. 

Before  leaving,  Willard  asked  if  I would  like  to  see  his  room,  which 
was  upstairs.  This,  too,  was  in  perfect  order.  Then  we  went  to  the 
kitchen  and  every  thing  was  just  as  neat  as  could  be. 

"They  seemed  proud  and  happy  in  their  nice  home  and  I hope  they  will 
always  keep  it  just  as  nice  as  I found  it." 

"I  also  saw  Doe  Schweigman's  and  Minnie's  house.  They  were  not  at 
home,  but  we  could  see  that  a careful  housewife  had  been  at  work  there. 
Everything  was  neat  and  in  order." 

"Rev.  Amos  Ross,  native  missionary  at  Medicine  Root  creek.  Pine  Ridge, 
has  a neat  home.  We  were  most  kindly  treated  by  this  gentleman  and  his 
wife,  and  shall  at  some  future  time,  speak  of  the  good  work  they  are 
doing. 

"There  are  neat  Indians  and  filthy  Indians;  just  as  we  find  neat  white 
people  and  filthy  white  people." 

"But  clean  houses,  clean  men,  clean  women  and  clean  children  are 
scarce  in  an  Indian  village." 

"They  need  cleansing  through  and  through,  body  and  soul,  but  the  slow 
way  in  which  the 


Continued  on  Second  Page. 
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The  Indian  Helper. 
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INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA.  BY  THE 
INDIAN  PRINTER  BOYS. 


Price:  - 10  cents  a year. 

(Five  cents  extra  for  every  change  of  address 
after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Miss  Dittes  expects  to  attend  College  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  this 
winter.  Good  for  her. 


We  see  by  the  DePere  News  that  many  of  the  children  on  the  Oneida 
Reservation  are  sick  with  summer  cholera. 


Joseph  Eyre  with  whom  Walter  Gurrier  lives,  and  Mr.  Alvan  Tomlinson, 
both  of  Bucks  county,  spent  Tuesday  night  at  our  school. 


Maj.  Wright,  who  was  agent  of  the  Rosebud  Sioux  for  four  years,  and 
lately  resigned,  spent  Sunday  with  us,  having  stopped  over  on  his  way  to 
Chicago  from  New  York. 


A boy  who  goes  to  work  on  a farm  and  promises  to  stay  a certain  length 
of  time  is  poor  stuff  indeed  if  he  runs  away  from  his  bargain.  Bah!  Such 
a boy  does  not  deserve  the  respect  of  his  fellows. 


Rev.  Dr.  Morrow,  of  the  St.  John's  Episcopal  church,  Carlisle,  will 
preach  for  us  for  a month.  His  talk  last  Sunday  was  very  interesting 
and  from  the  reference  made  to  it  by  our  boys  in  the  evening  service,  it 
was  most  impressive.  Let  all  of  us  remember  one  of  the  strongest  things 
he  uttered.  "That  which  goes  to  make  up  a great  man  is  the  faithful 
fulfilling  of  the  little  things,  each  in  its  turn." 


Mr.  R.M.  Ziegler,  of  Carlisle,  Superior  at  Penna  Institute  for  Deaf 
Mutes  in  Philadelphia,  Mr.  B.  [illegible],  Superior  of  the  boys  at 
Western  Institute  for  Deaf  Mutes,  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  and  Mr.  Harry  Spahr, 
of  Carlisle,  student  of  the  National  Deaf  Mute  College,  Washington,  D.C 
called,  and  much  interested  our  boys  with  their  silent  way  of  talking. 
The  boys  say  that  some  of  their  signs  are  similar  to  Indian  signs. 


Continued  from  First  Page. 


work  is  now  carried  on  it  will  take  centuries  to  do  it." 

"Whereas,  if  the  right  means  were  used;  if  ALL  those  bright  but  wild 
and  dirty  children  were  taken  up  and  placed  in  schools,  as  far  from 
their  homes  as  possible  and  when  able  to  speak  a little  English  and  care 
for  themselves  if  they  found  homes  in  good  families  such  as  our  300 
Indian  boys  and  girls  now  on  farms  have  found,  if  there  were  no  more 
beef  issues  or  ration  days:  If  the  middle  aged  able  bodied  men  and  women 
were  obliged  to  work  for  a living  as  our  own  people  work:  If  the  mass 
were  scattered  here  and  there  and  everywhere,  and  the  tribes  broken  up, 
how  long  would  those  disgraceful  patches  of  land  in  our  country  called 
Indian  reservations  remain?  How  long  before  the  only  reservation  for 
Indians  would  be  the  whole  United  States  and  the  Indians  a part  of  our 


people , CITIZENS  of  the  best  country  on  God's  earth. 

This  would  be  the  kindest  treatment  we  could  give  the  Indians,  and 
this  would  save  at  least  a part,  a greater  part  then  will  be  saved  in 
the  slow  process  now  in  operation. 


The  following  new  and  old  pupils  have  come  to  us  from  the  Omahas  and 
Sioux: 

OMAHAS:  Reuben  Wolf,  las.  Wolf,  Louis  Levering,  Wm.  Springer,  Daisy 
Esau . 

WINNEBAGOES:  Edward  Snake,  Abner  St.  Cyr,  Levi  St.  Cyr,  Chas.  Mann, 
Simon  Smith,  Lawrence  Smith. 

SIOUX:  Nancy  Tronson,  Hannah  Longwolf,  Lizzie  Frog,  Adelia  Low,  Adelia 
Tyon,  Lizzie  Stands,  Nellie  Robertson,  Millie  Bisnett,  Sallie  Face,  Emma 
Bull  Bonnett,  lessie  Bitter,  lulia  Walking  Crane,  Laura  Standing  Elk, 
Cheyenne,  Geo.  La  Dau,  Frank  Lock,  Wm.  Brown,  Red  Earhose,  lacob  C. 
Keely,  Robt.  Horse,  White  Bear,  Herman  Young,  Sam'l  Dion,  Good  Shield, 
Norris  Strangerhorse,  Susie  No  Neck,  Hattie  Porcupine,  Isabella  Twodogs, 
las.  Blackbear,  Kicked  to  Death  by  a dog,  Wm.  Black  Eagle,  Albert  White 
Face,  Albert  Standing  Eagle,  las.  Cornman,  Thos.  Blackbull  Porcupine, 
Willis  Blackbear,  Isaac  Killshard,  Edward  Killshard,  Chas.  Brave,  Chas. 
Redhawk,  Thos.  Redhawk,  Eli  Minica. 


The  new  gymnasium  is  coming  on  fast  and  will  be  one  of  our  nicest 
buildings . 


Mr.  Harris  is  kind,  even  if  he  does  get  a little  out  of  patience  with 
our  old  second-hand  job  presses.  He  is  a first  class  mechanic  however, 
and  it  matters  not  what  part  of  a press  breaks,  he  seems  to  know  all 
about  fixing  it. 


(P-  3) 

Visitors  by  the  hundred. 

School  rooms  are  cleaning. 

The  band  instruments  are  away  for  repairs. 

* 

Miss  Irvine  has  gone  with  her  father  to  Asbury  Park. 

* 

It  was  Howard  who  invented  a way  to  turn  our  press-wheel  when  the 
treadle  broke. 

* 

loshua  Given  has  been  in  charge  of  camp  in  the  mountains  for  a week. 
All  will  be  in  today. 

* 

What  was  the  matter  with  the  flag  Tuesday  morning?  Nothing!  Only 
Reuben  put  it  up,  upside  down. 

* 

A nice  letter  from  loshua,  in  charge  of  camp,  was  handed  to  us  too 
late  for  this  week's  paper. 

* 

lack  has  a nice  new  Express  wagon,  but  he  will  not  take  the  ladies 
riding,  for  he  says  his  wagon  is  too  "witty." 

* 

A mosquito  lit  on  the  eye  of  a crane  and  there  he  sat  and  bit,  till 
the  eye  swelled  up  as  large  as  a cup  and  no  one  knew  it  was  IT. 

* 

Mr.  Campbell's  remarks  last  Sunday  evening  were  practical  and  to  the 
point.  The  whole  meeting  was  one  of  the  interesting  ones. 

* 

The  printers  had  a watermelon  feast  last  Friday;  on  Saturday  they  went 
to  camp,  returned  Tuesday,  and  are  ready  for  business  again. 

* 

The  walk  which  lohn  Londrosh  and  his  boys  made  in  front  of  dining  hall 
and  printing  office,  is  much  appreciated  by  those  who  pass  that  way. 

* 

Howard  Logan,  one  of  our  printers  who  went  to  the  country  for  two 


months  to  work  on  a farm,  returned  Wednesday  with  a most  excellent 
record . 

* 

Our  young  folks  must  have  been  hard  pressed  for  a subject  to  guess  the 
other  evening  at  twenty  questions,  when  they  took  the  [illegible]  in  the 
camphorated  ice  on  poor  Mrs.  Campbell's  sore  nose. 

* 

The  Large  Boys'  Quarters  will  be  handed  over  to  the  school  today  all 
complete,  and  the  rooms  are  already  full  of  pupils.  Until  the  Little 
Boys'  Quarters  are  done  in  November;  they  will  be  somewhat  crowded;  but 
then,  oh  then,  everything  will  be  lovely  for  the  boys. 

It  was  Henry  Kendall  and  John  Elm  who  enlarged  our  coal  shed.  Thanks! 
* 

Mr.  Sam'l  Wetzel  secured  the  contract  for  building  the  Little  Boys' 
Quarters  for  $7620. 

* 

Capt.  Pratt  is  in  Washington,  and  Mrs.  Pratt  has  gone  to  Damestown 
near  Newport,  R.  I. 

* 

Lida  walked  in  the  office  like  a business  lady  and  renewed  her 
subscription  to  the  HELPER. 

* 

Wash-stands  by  the  wagon  load  have  been  hauled  from  the  depot  this 
week,  and  placed  in  the  nice  rooms  of  the  new  quarters. 

* 

Richenda  was  just  five  years  old  yesterday.  The  nice  presents  and  the 
many  kisses  and  kind  greetings  our  little  pet  received  made  her  very 
happy. 

* 

We  are  glad  to  see  the  boys  taking  more  pains  in  their  marching 
again.  Vacation  will  soon  be  over,  and  many  crooked  places  will  have  to 
be  made  straight. 

* 

The  ice  man  left  such  a small  piece  of  ice  at  Given's  door  the  other 
morning  that  Miss  Moore  picked  it  up  in  her  handkerchief,  thinking  it 
was  a hail-stone. 

* 

The  boys'  new  assembly  room  was  fitted  up  Tuesday  evening  with  lights, 
tables,  games  and  papers  to  read  and  the  boys  showed  by  their  orderly 
conduct  that  they  enjoyed  the  treat. 

* 

A letter  from  Miss  Seabrook  says  she  is  enjoying  her  rest.  If  there 
is  one  of  our  workers  who  deserves  a good  long  rest  it  is  Miss 
Seabrook.  The  duties  she  was  detailed  to  perform  at  the  hospital  during 
the  six  weeks  previous  to  her  departure  were  heavy  and  very  wearing. 

* 

We  hope  all  the  boys  and  girls  will  read  Miss  Fisther's  description  of 
Mt.  Washington.  If  you  don't  remember  in  just  what  part  of  New 
Hampshire  it  is,  get  your  Geography  and  find  it.  Every  one  who  reads  in 
the  Second  Reader  should  want  to  know  all  about  Mt.  Washington. 

* 

We  are  pained  at  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  one  of  our  hospital 
assistants.  Miss  Kate  Smiley.  She  left  us  about  ten  days  ago  for  a 
vacation  and  spent  the  night  at  a friend's  house  in  town,  intending  next 
day  to  take  the  stage  to  her  home  a few  miles  west  of  town.  In  the 
morning  she  was  not  able  to  go,  and  was  confined  to  bed  until  her  death 
on  Tuesday. 


(P-  4) 

MISS  FISHER'S  TRIP  TO  MT.  WASHINGTON 
CONTINUED. 


Fortunately  I had  planned  to  stay  several  days  with  friends  living  not 
very  many  miles  away  from  Mt.  Washington;  and  when  one  of  them  consented 
to  go  to  the  summit  with  me,  if  I wished  to  go  again.  I was  delighted. 


for  the  air  was  exceedingly  clear  and  the  distant  mountains  were  without 
a cloud. 

We  rode  in  a carriage  twenty  miles  to  Bethlehem,  a lovely  place  where 
people  who  have  plenty  of  money  can  go  to  enjoy  the  air  and  beautiful 
scenery. 

We  spent  the  night  with  a friend,  and  next  morning  took  the  cars  for 
the  Fabyan  Hotel. 

Arriving  there,  the  first  thing  I did  was  to  look  toward  the  mountain, 
which  now  stood  out  clear-cut  against  the  blue  sky;  both  the  railroad 
and  houses  on  top  plainly  in  sight.  On  the  cloudy  day  we  had  only  one 
coach;  this  time  we  had  four,  each  having  its  own  engine. 

Now  I realized  as  it  was  not  possible  to  do  before,  the  awfulness  of 
climbing  the  side  of  a mountain  on  a railroad,  the  rails  laid  not  on  the 
surface,  but  on  a kind  of  bridge,  or  trestlework,  in  the  highest  and 
steepest  place  30  feet  above  the  rocks.  This  place  is  called  "Jacob's 
Ladder . " 

I think  I was  not  really  afraid,  but  there  was  something  frightful 
about  looking  down,  down  thousands  of  feet  into  the  valleys  below,  and 
across  onto  the  bare,  rugged  tops  of  the  neighboring  mountains. 

At  one  place  the  cars  stopped  and  let  all  who  wished  get  off  and  look 
down  into  a deep  gorge  called  the  "Gulf  of  Mexico,"  a gulf  without 
water. 

Immediately  upon  getting  to  the  top  we  went  into  the  Summit  House  and 
waited  our  turn  to  register  names.  Then  we  went  to  the  Observatory,  and 
there  a wonderful  vision  was  before  us. 

As  far  as  the  eye  could  see  on  all  sides  were  mountains;  those  near  by 
looked  rocky  and  brown,  between  them  were  green  valleys  with  here  and 
there  a little  village.  Then  in  the  distance  more  mountains  and  beyond 
them  still  others,  beautifully  blue  in  the  hazy  atmosphere. 

To  the  south  we  could  plainly  see  Lake  Winneesaukee,  50  miles  distant, 
to  the  southeast  Sebago  Lake  in  Maine,  40  miles  away,  and  several  other 
smaller  lakes  and  could  trace  the  course  of  the  Saco  River  on  its  way 
from  the  moutains  to  the  sea.  On  a clearer  day,  Portland,  65  miles 
distant,  can  be  seen.  We  were  told  the  lights  were  in  sight  at  night. 

There  is  a printing  office  on  the  summit  furnished  with  steam  printing 
press,  where  a daily  paper  "Among  the  Clouds"  is  published  during  the 
summer  months,  price  10  cents  a single  copy. 

At  the  Signal  Service  office  two  men  stay  during  the  year,  even 
through  the  long,  dreary  winter  months  and  send  daily  telegraphic 
messages  to  Washington  about  the  weather. 

They  had  a 'splendid,  great  St.  Bernard  dog  as  large  as  a lion,  and 
very  wise  and  gentle,  that  acts  a "mail  boy"  in  the  winter,  taking  mail 
down  and  bringing  it  up  the  mountain  one  a week.  All  the  visitors  pat 
"Medford"  and  talk  to  him  and  he  looks  pleased  to  be  noticed. 

The  Railway  is  three  miles  long  and  the  fare  up  and  back  again  is 
$3.00 

The  conductor  seemed  rather  proud  to  tell  us  that  there  had  been  a 
good  many  accidents  from  machinery  breaking,  but  never  a passenger  hurt, 
because  the  engine  can  be  stopped  instantly  in  the  steepest  place. 

After  he  told  us  that,  I felt  safer  and  enjoyed  more  thoroughly  the 
wonderful  picture  spread  out  before  me  as  we  made  the  descent,  and  was 
sorry  when  it  was  over. 

For  the  last  mile  up  the  mountain,  one  sees  no  trees  or  shrubs,  only  a 
coarse  grass  and  a tiny  white  flower  called  "Bluet."  One  wonders  where 
these  can  find  soil  enough  to  live  upon. 

When  I think  of  the  skill  and  carefulness  which  has  made  a pleasaant 
and  easy  journey  out  of  what  was  once  long  and  tiresome,  I am  filled 
with  admiraiton  for  the  power  that  God  has  given  the  human  mind  that  it 
can  think  out  such  great  inventions. 


Enigma . 

I am  composed  of  sixteen  letters. 

My  11,  12,  16,  6 is  a game  our  Indian  boys  like  to  play. 
My  10,  2,  8,  15,  7 is  an  animal  that  bleats. 

My  3,  13,  9 is  to  make  a mistake. 


My  1,  4,  14,  5,  8 is  an  odd  number. 

My  whole  is  what  we  are  all  trying  to  find. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  PUZZLE:  London. 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. ) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajoe  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  6 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 


Note  to  relatives  of  Carlisle  Indian  school  students:  Please  consider 
responding  to  a recent  request  for  interviews  located  at  the  web  pages. 

"RE : Rustywire:  Nickmo"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Sep  2000  01:33:09  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Subj : Nickmo 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

She  wore  her  hair  in  pigtails,  she  was  sort  of  small,  when  you  looked 
at  her  some  thought  she  was  Chinese,  but  she  wouldn't  say  anything  much 
at  all,  just  look  down  and  smile.  This  little  Indian  girl  played  alone 
and  had  a few  brothers  around  and  one  brought  home  a rabbit,  with  fur 
and  plastic  button  eyes.  He  used  to  watch  her  play  and  somehow  found  a 
place  close  by  to  watch  her. 

Her  home  was  not  real  fancy  but  it  was  warm  and  when  she  left  to  walk 
to  school  she  would  put  that  crazy  pink  rabbit  in  the  window  to  watch 
her  go  and  was  there  when  she  came  home.  She  had  a hard  time  as  school 
with  the  way  she  looked  as  she  wore  old  fashioned  long  dresses,  and 
wondered  why  when  she  talked  to  the  other  children,  they  would  just 
look  at  her,  when  she  couldn't  understand  the  words  they  said  to 
her. She  tried  to  talk  to  them  over  and  over  again,  but  they  did  not 
understand.  She  talked  only  her  native  tongue  and  it  took  a long  while 
for  her  to  understand  she  had  to  learn  a new  way  of  talking.  She  fell 
into  silence  at  school,  finding  herself  at  the  back  of  the  room  and 
slowly  with  time  understood  what  the  other  kids  said. 

She  would  come  home  and  see  that  rabbit  waiting  for  her,  she  called 
him  "Nickmo".  I used  to  see  her  playing  out  back  by  a big  rock  that  was 
left  there  and  she  used  to  play  on  it,  climbing  to  the  top  and  sitting 
there  with  her  friend  Nickmo.  He  had  a special  place  next  to  her  at  the 
table  and  slept  close  by  at  night  to  fight  off  monsters  who  hid  in  the 
shadows,  but  somehow  they  were  afraid  of  Nickmo.  When  he  came  they  did 
not  show  themselves  anymore. 

As  time  went  on  his  newness  wore  off  and  he  became  dingy  and  worn,  so 
that  his  bear  threads  were  showing.  She  would  sew  him  up  and  drag  him 


out  to  play,  his  long  ears  were  tattered  and  torn  but  he  was  there 
everyday  for  her.  He  would  play  with  her  outside  and  find  himself  all 
muddy  and  dirty  like  her  and  they  would  take  a bath  together.  He  just 
seemed  to  attract  the  dirt  spots  and  they  would  not  come  out. 

Then  one  day  her  father  said,  it  is  time  to  put  that  old  rabbit  away, 
he  is  all  torn  up  and  good  for  nothing.  She  quietly  slipped  away  and 
hid  her  friend,  but  he  was  not  yet  dry  from  his  bath. 

A day  then  two  went  by  and  her  father  wondered  what  that  was  in  the 
air.  It  was  mildewy  and  strong.  Looking  under  her  clothes  there  he  was, 
Nickmo,  turned  gray  and  moldy.  It  is  time  to  put  him  away. 

When  she  came  home  Nickmo  was  gone,  her  old  friend.  She  went  to  her 
bed  and  cried  and  cried,  quietly.  When  it  came  time  to  go  to  bed,  I 
happened  to  drop  by  and  said  wondered  what  was  going  on  there.  Her 
father  told  me  about  Nickmo, 

I said,  I know  him.  He  looked  at  me  like  I was  a child,  I said  don't 
you  remember,  my  friend,  that  little  lamb  you  raised  long  ago  and  he 
was  your  favorite  one  in  the  whole  world  then  it  was  gone.  You  felt  so 
bad.  I could  see  it  in  his  eyes  and  in  an  instant  he  knew  what  it  felt 
like.  He  told  he  had  to  go. 

I said  goodbye  and  went  on  home.  As  I left  I heard  some  one  going 
through  what  looked  like  the  trash  can.  Some  poor  soul  who  had  no 
Christmas . 

I thought  about  her  at  home  alone  wondering  about  her  friend  and 
mentioned  it  to  my  wife.  She  listened  to  me  and  grew  quiet,  it  was 
Christmas  Eve.  I said  I had  to  go  out  for  a little  bit,  to  get  gas  for 
the  old  wheels,  just  in  case  we  needed  to  go  somewhere  on  Christmas  Day. 

I went  looking  for  store  open  his  late  hour  and  found  one  by  chance, 
a walk  around  the  place  and  up  on  the  shelf  way  up  high  was  a little 
tabbit,  shiny  and  new.  What  is  that  rabbit  doing  way  up  there?  The 
clerk  said  it  is  left  over  from  Easter,  so  I said  let  me  have  it  and  so 
I took  it  home  and  put  it  away,  wrapping  late  in  the  night. 

My  wife  went  to  some  extra  pie  pans  from  a couple  doors  down,  and  later 
she  came  home  and  made  pies,  staying  up  late... so  I went  to  bed. 

There  was  snow  on  the  ground,  a White  Christmas,  we  got  up  early,  just 
before  first  light.  I went  outside  to  get  wood  for  the  wood  stove  and 
could  see  our  neighbors  up  early  already  doing  the  same  thing.  I went 
inside  and  my  wife  said  let  us  go  over  and  see  our  friends  and  their 
daughter,  the  one  who  was  the  friend  of  Nickmo. 

We  went  over  and  saw  Nickmo' s family,  and  visited  a little  bit,  but 

they  were  up  early  too.  We  left  them  a pie  and  came  home  for  our 

Christmas  and  some  presents  all  wrapped  up. 

The  little  girl  got  up  and  woe  was  her  Christmas  her  friend  Nickmo  was 
gone  and  she  remembered  yesterday  and  just  layed  there  in  bed  for  a 
while  and  did  not  want  to  get  get  up. 

After  some  coaxing  from  the  other  kids  she  went  to  the  Crhistmas  Tree 
and  the  presents  were  opened  one  by  one.  There  were  three  brightly 
wrapped  gifts  for  her.  When  she  opened  these  were  new  rabbits,  all 
brothers  the  night  before  at  that  small  store. 

She  looked  at  them  but  did  not  smile.  Tears  were  coming  to  her  eyes, 

the  thought  of  Nickmo,  gone,  somewhere  dark  and  lonely  on  this  of  all 
days . 

Her  father  made  his  way  to  her  and  took  her  back  to  her  bed.  She 
crawled  up  on  it  broken  hearted.  It  was  a sad  day.  She  was  just  sad  and 
layed  there  with  her  head  on  the  pillow. 

Her  father  told  her.  Hey  look  what  is  it  that  Santa  brought  for  you.  He 
turned  to  the  window,  and  lo  and  behold  there  was  Nickmo,  all  clean  and 
patched . 

He  told  his  little  girl,  you  have  been  a good  girl,  and  Santa  left  him 
just  for  you.  She  jumped  for  joy  and  ran  to  the  window>  There  he  was 
Nickmo  his  eyes  were  there  and  his  patches,  clean  and  rough  looking  but 
in  better  shape  than  before. 

At  the  Christmas  table  Nickmo  sat  quietly,  and  watched  this  family  and 
Christmas  had  come  early  for  him,  rescued  by  rough  hands  once  small 
that  worked  through  night  stuffing  and  sewing,  bringing  him  back  to 
life.  Who  was  this,  this  little  boy  now  a man. 


Nickmo  looked  across  the  table  and  could  see  the  father  with  tired  eyes 
and  saw  the  little  boy  from  years  ago  and  it  was  Christmas  all  over 
again.  So  it  goes  with  little  girls  and  stuffed  rabbits  named  Nickmo. 

rustywire 

<a  h ref =" http: //www. geocities . com/ rustywire">Navajo  Spaceships</a> 

"RE : Poem:  My  Heart"  

Date:  Wed,  4 Oct  2000  07:24:19  -0400 

From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman(31amere.net> 

Subj : My  Heart 

My  Heart 

My  Heart 

on  a tether  swings 
somewhere  between 
worlds 

Words  spoken 
faith  stolen 
anguish 
and  dismay 

My  Heart 

rooted  in  the  Hoop 

will 

survive 

Yet  time 
like  a robber 
of  Spirit 
ticks  away 

Empty  spaces 
fill 

once  safe 
places 

Reality  sighs 
in  Grandfather ' s 
whispered 
words 

No  more 
No  more 

memories  robbed 
like  graves 

Picked  over 
upturned 
blown  by  winds 
askew 

No  more 
no  more 

the  Circle  turns 
away 

Only  Sage  and  Sweetgrass 
bring  back 
the  moment 
reminding  me 


Once  more 
we  go  round 
once  more 
always  once  more. 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  16  October  2000  07:05:47  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea . org> 

Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  22-28 

' OKAKOPA 
October 
' Ikuwa 
22 

Pele  builds  and  re-builds  the  land  until  she  is  satisfied  with  her 
creation . 

23 

Teach  me  the  magic  of  the  night. 

24 

Those  we  love  are  near  to  us  in  spirit. 

25 

Tread  gently  upon  the  dew-pearled  grass  of  morning. 

26 

It  is  never  too  late  to  change,  to  learn,  to  grow. 

27 

The  sunlight  weaves  dappled  patterns  of  leaves  upon  the  grass. 

28 

Only  the  wind  can  speak  my  true  name. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Indians  Protest  Arizona's  English-Only  Ballot"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Oct  2000  15:42:05  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline.com> 

Subj:  Indians  protest  Arizona's  English-only  ballot  measure 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Dear  brothers  and  sisters  - 

Ron  Unz  is  using  his  money  to  spread  poison  exactly  the  way  we  said 
he  would 

- across  state  lines. 

Raven  Lopez-Workman, 

Native  American  Caucus 

Latino  Caucus 

CDP 


"I  think  the  tribal  leaders  should  be  focusing  on  getting  their  children 
to  learn  English.  Why  do  they  want  to  keep  them  as  prisoners  in  their 
culture  and  their  heritage?  Don't  they  realize  their  kids  have  dreams,  too, 
and  the  only  way  you  can  get  ahead  in  this  country  is  to  learn  English?" 


Indians  protest  push  for  English 

Daniel  Gonzalez 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Oct.  13,  2000 


Native  American  communities  are  mobilizing  against  a Nov.  7 ballot 
initiative  to  dismantle  bilingual  education  in  Arizona,  saying  it  could 
harm  their  efforts  to  preserve  tribal  languages. 

Proposition  203,  which  would  replace  bilingual  education  in  Arizona  with 
a one-year  English  immersion  program,  is  aimed  primarily  at  the  140,000 
Latino  children  classified  as  limited  English  speakers.  But  some  Native 
Americans  fear  that  the  measure  could  end  or  restrict  programs  aimed  at 
saving  tribal  languages  that  are  nearing  extinction. 

Maria  Mendoza,  chairwoman  of  English  for  the  Children,  the  group 
spearheading  the  campaign  to  pass  Proposition  203,  said  the  measure  was 
not  intended  to  include  Native  Americans. 

"In  all  honesty,  we  were  not  thinking  it  would  affect  them  in  this  way," 
she  said. 

The  group  assumed  that  the  tribes  would  be  able  to  exercise  tribal 
sovereignty  to  override  Proposition  203  and,  therefore,  did  not  include 
language  in  the  proposed  law  exempting  them,  she  said. 

Nevertheless,  Mendoza  said,  she  believes  that  dismantling  bilingual 
education  in  Arizona  would  benefit  Native  Americans  and  argued  that  the 
role  of  public  education  is  to  teach  children  to  read,  write  and  speak  in 
English,  not  preserve  native  languages. 

"These  children  need  to  learn  English,  too,  and  we  cannot  keep  them 
isolated  so  that  they  can  enjoy  the  American  dream  that  all  others  are 
enjoying  except  them  and  Hispanics,"  she  said. 

"I  think  the  tribal  leaders  should  be  focusing  on  getting  their  children 
to  learn  English.  Why  do  they  want  to  keep  them  as  prisoners  in  their 
culture  and  their  heritage?  Don't  they  realize  their  kids  have  dreams, 
too,  and  the  only  way  you  can  get  ahead  in  this  country  is  to  learn 
English?" 

That  attitude  inflames  several  Native  American  leaders  in  Arizona,  who 
view  Proposition  203  as  the  latest  in  a long  history  of  attempts  to  strip 
Indians  of  their  languages. 

"The  language  is  part  of  the  culture.  All  the  traditional  teachings,  the 
way  of  life,  the  culture,  are  all  embedded  in  the  language,"  said  LeNora 
Fulton,  an  administrator  for  the  Division  of  Dine  Education  on  the  Navajo 
Nation,  the  largest  of  the  state's  21  federally  recognized  tribes. 

The  governments  of  four  tribes  have  passed  resolutions  opposing 
Proposition  203,  and  hundreds  of  Native  Americans  are  expected  to  march 
against  the  measure  this  morning  in  downtown  Phoenix.  The  march  will  end 
with  a rally  at  the  state  Capitol. 

There  are  17  distinct  tribal  languages  spoken  in  Arizona. 

Some  Native  Americans  fear  that  Proposition  203  could  dismantle  programs 
at  many  schools  on  or  near  reservations  where  students  are  either  taught 
in  their  native  tongue  or  spend  part  of  the  day  studying  their  tribal 
language.  These  programs  are  designed  to  keep  such  languages  alive. 

As  many  as  19,000  children  in  the  Navajo  Nation  could  be  affected  by 
Proposition  203,  says  Wayne  Holm,  an  education  specialist  for  the  Navajo 
Nation . 

Robert  Russell,  a retired  Arizona  State  University  professor  considered 
one  of  the  state's  foremost  experts  on  Indian  education,  said  research 
has  repeatedly  indicated  that  Native  American  children  thrive  best  when 
their  language  and  culture  are  maintained. 

"All  the  education  will  be  worthless  if  the  child  doesn't  know  who  they 
are,"  he  said.  "It's  an  asset,  not  a liability,  and  the  people  who  are 
saying  it's  a liability  don't  know  what  they  are  talking  about." 

Kelsey  Begaye,  president  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  said  there  is  no  clear 
legal  opinion  on  whether  federally  recognized  tribal  sovereignty  would 
allow  the  Navajo  Nation  or  any  tribe  in  Arizona  to  override  Proposition 
203. 

Eleven  lawyers  are  studying  the  matter,  but  none  has  reached  a decision, 
he  said. 

Ron  Unz,  a California  millionaire  bankrolling  Proposition  203,  says  that 
the  California  Department  of  Education  obtained  a legal  opinion  stating 
that  a similar  initiative  passed  by  voters  there  in  1998  would  have  no 
effect  on  Native  Americans  because  of  tribal  sovereignty. 


But  Begaye  said  no  one  has  been  able  to  locate  that  legal  opinion,  and 
even  if  one  exists,  there  is  no  evidence  it  would  apply  to  Arizona. 

California  Department  of  Education  officials  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment . 

Debra  Krol,  who  edits  the  Arizona  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs 
newsletter,  said  the  issue  regarding  tribal  sovereignty  in  California  had 
not  been  legally  tested.  The  California  Board  of  Education  had  advised 
tribes  to  assume  sovereignty  and  ignore  the  law,  she  said.  But  there  is 
no  guarantee  that  would  happen  in  Arizona,  she  said. 

Patti  Likens,  a spokeswoman  for  the  Arizona  Department  of  Education, 
said  state  officials  have  yet  to  determine  whether  Proposition  203  would 
affect  tribes.  Officials  plan  to  meet  with  lawyers  from  the  state 
Attorney  General's  Office  to  discuss  it,  she  said. 

Attorney  General  spokeswoman  Patty  Urias  said  the  office  has  a policy  of 
not  giving  legal  opinions  on  initiatives  until  after  elections. 

The  Hopi  Nation  last  week  passed  a resolution  opposing  Proposition  203. 
The  Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  Indian  Community,  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation 
and  the  Navajo  Nation  also  have  done  so. 

The  Navajo  Nation  is  paying  for  two  buses  to  transport  people  from  the 
reservation  in  northern  Arizona  to  Phoenix  to  take  part  in  the  march  and 
the  rally,  said  Margorie  Thomas,  a Navajo  who  serves  on  the  Chinle 
Unified  School  District's  Board  of  Education  and  is  a retired  teacher  and 
school  administrator. 

"A  lot  of  the  Navajo  parents  don't  speak  the  language  anymore,  and  we 
are  losing  the  language,"  Thomas  said.  "We  are  trying  to  keep  the 
language  alive." 

Teachers  instruct  in  Navajo  to  reinforce  language  skills  and  to  help 
children  grasp  concepts  they  don't  understand  in  English,  she  said. 

If  Proposition  203  passes,  Thomas  said,  she  plans  to  stop  speaking 
English  . 

"I'm  going  to  throw  out  the  English  language,"  she  said.  "I'm  not  going 
to  speak  it  anymore.  I'm  not  going  to  hear  it.  I'm  only  going  to  speak  my 
language. " 


"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  15  October  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy.org) 
Subj : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Thu,  21  Sep  2000  11:03:08  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate . edu> 

Subj:  OSU  Fall  Benefit  Powwow 

Native  American  Student  Association  Sponsors  Fall  Benefit  Pow  Wow 

The  Native  American  Student  Association  (NASA)  of  Oklahoma  State 
University  is  sponsoring  its  annual  fall  benefit  pow  wow  on  Saturday, 
October  28,  2000  in  the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development  Building 
which  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Flail  of  Fame  and  Washington  Streets.  The 
purpose  of  the  fall  benefit  pow  wow  is  primarily  to  provide  support  for  its 
annual  spring  contest  pow  wow  and  spring  Native  American  Heritage  Week  and 
to  crown  the  NASA  Princess  for  2000-2001  academic  year. 

Pow  wow  principals  include  the  head  man  dancer  Michael  Hyatt  of  the 
Osage  and  Quapaw  Tribes;  the  head  lady  dancer  Kim  Waters  of  the  Creek  and 
Choctaw  Tribes;  the  head  gourd  dancer  Cody  Revard  of  the  Osage  and  Kaw 
Tribes;  the  master  of  ceremonies  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface  of  the  Ponca  Tribe; 
the  arena  director  Wes  Hudson  of  the  Otoe/Missouria  and  Kiowa  Tribes;  and 
head  singer  Kevin  Dawes  of  the  Ottawa  Tribe.  The  Color  Guard  is  the  Ponca 
Post  Buffalo  #38  from  Ponca  City,  OK. 

The  program  will  consist  of  gourd  dancing  at  3:00  PM;  a supper  break 
at  5:00  PM;  more  gourd  dancing  at  6:00  PM;  and  the  grand  entry  at  7:00  PM. 
Arts  & crafts  vendors  and  all  drums  are  welcome.  For  further  information, 
please  contact  Rachel  at  (405)  743-3796  or  the  Multicultural  Development 
and  Assessment  Center  at  (405)  744-5481 


Date:  9/21/00  2:00:11  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Subj : 1st  Annual  Bernie  Whitebear  Awards  Dinner 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[from  DH.  Thanks ! ] 

--  1st  ANNUAL  BERNIE  WHITEBEAR  AWARDS  DINNER  -- 
Hosted  by  United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation. 
November  9,  2000  =//=  6:00PM  - 9:00  PM 

'Daybreak  Star  Center'  - Discovery  Park,  Seattle  WA 
Information : 

United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation 
Phone:  (206)  285-4425 
Fax:  (206)  282-3640 
Email:  info@unitedindians.com 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Fri,  29  Oct  1999  23:31:19  -0430 
From:  ossahatchee@mindspring.com 
Subj : Ossahatchee 

Please  include  us  in  your  Pow  Wow  Calendar  for  October  2000. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Pow-Wow  will  be  held  October 
20-22,  2000  in  Hamilton,  Georgia.  Hosted  by  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  you  are  invited  to  witness  an  American  Indian 
Pow  Wow.  Over  $12,000  In  Prize  Money:  DRUM  COMPETITION,  $800  First  Place. 
DANCE  COMPETITION,  $500  First  Place,  Proper  Regalia  Required.  TIPI 
COMPETITION,  $200  First  Place. 

Primitive  Skills  from  basket  weaving  to  weaponry  will  be  demonstrated. 
American  Indian  Arts,  Crafts  and  Foods.  The  festival  is  truly  a family 
event,  educational  and  entertaining  for  young  and  old  alike.  The  festival 
offers  a School  Day  Program  for  students,  K-8th  grades,  Friday  9am-3pm,  gate 
opens  Friday  night  6pm-10pm,  Saturday  10am-10pm,  and  Sunday  10am-5pm. 
Admission:  Adults  $6,  6-12yrs  $3,  5 & Under  Free.  For  information  call  (706) 
628-5400  or  look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org 

Ossahatchee  Committee  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of  Commerce 

PO  Box  3,  Hamilton,  GA  31811 

For  Information  call  (706)  628-5400  or 

e-mail : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org 

Web- site:  http://www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm 

Thank  you. 

Trade  Moore 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com> 

Subj : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
ISSN:  0300-6565 

American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

OCTOBER  2000 

20-22  2nd  Annual  Traditional  Powwow,  Peter  Skene  0gden&#8217; s Gathering 
Our  Dancers.  100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Info: 
www.genocities.com/brave_26/pow-wow.html  or  phone  (250)  395-2461 
ext  213. 

20-22  4th  Annual  Ossahatchee  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  $12,00  in 
prize  money.  Hamilton,  GA.  For  information  call  (706)  663-2313  or 
look  on  the  Web  at  www.hamiltonchamber.org/ossahatchee.htm  or 
email : ossahatchee@hamiltonchamber.org. 

20- 22  Powwow  at  Big  Bone  Lick  State  Park,  Union,  KY 

21  Texas  Lumbee  Powwow.  Hearne  East  Side  Park,  Hearne,  TX.  Info: 

Alleen  Perkins  (979)  828-4977. 

21- 22  Our  Children  - Our  Future  Powwow.  Muskegon  Mall,  Muskegon, 

MI.  Info:  (231)  727-8337  or  (231)  788-5480. 

21-22  3rd  Annual  Octoraro  Native  American  Fall  Festival.  Camp 
John  Ware,  Southern  Lancaster  County,  PA.  Info:  Harry  (717) 

284-3427. 

21-22  Maui  Powwow.  Maui,  Hawaii.  Info:  Loretta  (808)  873-0231 
27-28  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival.  Dackson  Heritage 
Center,  Scottsboro,  AL.  Info:  3udi  (256)  259-2122. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 

GA.  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 

29-30  Mowa  Choctaw  Culture  Festival  & Powwow.  Calver,  Al.  Info: 

(334)  944-2789 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 
961-5567. 

3-5  2nd  Annual  Black  river  Powwow  2000.  Cassidy  Park,  Bogalusa, 

LA.  Info:  Rico:  (504)  730-5891 

http: //www. geocities . com/blackrivercircleofnations/ 

3-5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 

Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3-5  2nd  Annual  Black  River  Circle  of  Nations  Powwow.  Cassidy  Park, 
Bogalusa,  LA.  Info:  (504)  878-2051. 

3- 5  Eglin  Air  Force  Base's  13th  Annual  Thunderbird  Intertribal 
Pow  Wow,  Niceville,  FI.  Info:  Glenn  Farmer  (850)  678-7714 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 

TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www. ties . kl2.mn. us/~raygor/powwow/pwinfo. html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4 9th  Annual  Austin  Powwow.  American  Indian  Heritage  Festival. 

Toney  Burger  Activity  Center,  Austin,  TX.  Info:  (512)  338-9860  or 
email:  v_bland@yahoo.com 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 

994-4882. 

9-11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 


757-2085. 

10-12  First  Annual  Houston  Inner  City  Powwow.  Sesquicentennial 

Park,  Houston,  TX.  info:  (936)  441-4572  or  (281)  452-3614 

10-12  4th  annual  Educational  Pow  Wow,  American  Indian  Association 

of  Millington,  Millington,  Tenn.  Info:  (901-876-3900 

10-12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 

Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10-12  Choctaw  Veterans  Powwow,  pearl  River  Community  on  the 
Choctaw  Reservation,  Philadelphia,  MS 

10-12  3rd  Annual  Harley  Paiute's  Presents  the  2000  year  Festival 
of  Native  American  Arts.  1269  CR  309  in  Georgetown,  Florida.  (Near 
Crescent  City,  Florida)  Info:  (904)  467-7050  or  (904)  328-9988 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 12  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

11-12  Choctaw  Powwow.  Philadelphia,  MS. 

11  8th  Annual  Veteans  Day  Powwow.  Kidd  Springs  Recreation  Center, 
Dallas,  TX.  Info:  (214)333-3908. 

11-12  Texas  Championship  Powwow.  Traders  Village,  Houston,  TX. 
Info:  (281)  890-5500 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
lackson . Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition  Powwow.  Bartle 
Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  Info:  (816)  333-7500. 

24-26  34th  Annual  LIHA  Powwow.  Hidden  Oaks  Camground,  Robet,  LA. 
Info:  (504)  464-6893. 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253) -596-1139 . 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3ANUARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 
Gym,  Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 


23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Veno  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  Riven  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy.(58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 
@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 
oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 
http: //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217j s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring. com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/n at i venation sin c/ind ex. html 
3UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / July  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


OKIT  pow-wow  events 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call 
to  confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

Is  your  pow-wow  not  listed  here?  Call  the  us  right  away  918-438-6548 
to  get  in  the  next  issue!  You  can  also  fax  us  at  918-438-6545.  You 
can  also  email  us  at  editor@okit.com 

To  get  more  than  just  the  who,  what,  where  and  when  listed  call  our 
advertising  department  today  at  1-918-438-6548.  Affordable  rate  to 
fit  just  about  any  budget. 

October 

21- 22  4th  Annual  Maui  Powwow  at  Eddie  Tam  Park,  Makawao.  Contact 
Loretta  Burkitt  808-873-0231. 

22- 24  Annual  Medicine  Lodge  Pow-wow,  in  Medicine  Lodge,  KS.  Robert 
Hyatt  is  coordinator  and  you  can  call  him  in  Winefield,  KS  for  more 
information . 

22-24  Council  Tree  Pow-wow,  and  cultural  festival  in  Delta  Colorado. 
$23,000  in  Prize  money.  Call  1-800-874-1741. 

22-24  10th  Annual  Pow  Wow  Thunder  and  Lightning  $10,000  in  Drum 


prize  money.  First  four  drums  to  register  will  receive  $200.  For 
more  info  call  800-252-4499  x 3613. 

23  Ms.  Indian  Oklahoma  2000  Flonor  Dance  at  the  Anadarko  Gym  (Old 
Gym)  in  Anadarko.  For  lulia  (A  KEE  MAH}  Noel  Miss  Indian  Oklahoma  in 
Anadarko,  OK.  Call  405-247-3831. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Pow  wow  at  the  Parks  at  Chehaw 
in  Albany  GA.  Contact  lerry  Laney  at  229-787-5180  or 
www . NativeWayProductions . com 

28  Oklahoma  State  University  Fall  Benefit  Pow-wow  Stillwater,  OK  at 
the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development.  For  further 
information,  call  the  Multicultural  Development  and  Assessment 
Center  at  (405)  744-5481. 

29-30  Standing  Bear  Memorial  Pow-wow.  Hosted  this  year  by  the  Ponca 
Tribe,  located  at  StandingBear  Park,  at  the  intersections  of  Highway 
60  and  old  177.  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma,  call  1-580-762-1514. 

30  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow  at  Carl  Albert  State  College  in  the  Mick 
Thompson  Gymnasium,  Poteau,  OK.  Venders  Welcome  (no  set  up  fee).  For 
more  info  call  Mike  Logan  918-647-1367. 

30th-Oct  1 6th  Annual  Waimea  Pow  wow  in  Waimea  Ball  Park,  Hawaii 
(Big  Island)  Contact  Buttons  Lovell  808-885-5569 
November 

3-4  "An  Indian  Odyssey";  2001  Miss  and  lunior  Miss  Indian 
Oklahoma  Pageant  at  Adam&#8217;s  Mark  Hotel  100  East  2nd  in  Downtown  Tulsa 
at  7 pm  Nightly.  Booth  Space  Available  $30.  For  more  info  call  Alice 
Whitecloud  at  694-7777. 

4 7th  Annual  Pow-wow  Field  Kindley  Memorial  Native  American  Club  at 
the  FKHS  gymnasium,  1110  W.  8th  in  Coffeyville,  KS.  Our  pow-wow' s 
purpose  is  to  honor  our  8th  & 12th  grade  graduates  at  a Giveaway 
Ceremony. 

4 All  Gourd  Dance  of  the  Osage  Gourd  Dancers  at  Indian  Camp  in 
Pawhuska,  OK. 

4 Autumn  Moon  Artfest  and  4th  Annual  Run  at  OKC  Indian  Clinic  4913 
W.  Reno.  Run  starts  at  8 am.  Artfest  hours  are  10:30  am  to  4 pm. 

This  is  a fundraiser  to  provide  food  baskets  to  needy  families 
during  the  holidays.  Artfest  admission  is:  one  canned  good.  Booths 
available.  Darla  at  405-948-4900  x282. 

4 9th  Annual  Austin  Independent  School  Districts  Austin  Pow  wow.  For 
more  information  call  512-338-9860. 

5 Contest  Pow-wow  and  Celebration  for  the  Newly  Crowned  2001-02  Miss 
and  lunior  Miss  Indian  Oklahoma  at  the  Adam&#8217;s  Mark  Hotel  in  Tulsa. 
Gourd  dancing  will  begin  at  1 pm.  Grand  entry  at  6 pm.  For  more  info 
645-0114  or  694-7777. 

8-13  Indian  Hand  Games  &#8211;  Crow  Tribe  Visits  Carnegie,  OK.  Call  Martha 
Perez  580-654-2300. 

10- 11  Veteran's  Pow-wow  7th  Annual  Daniel  Dru  Native  American 
Traditional  Organization  (NATO)  at  the  Miami  Civic  Center  Miami,  OK. 

For  more  info:  Glenna  Dru  918-542-7206  or  Lee  Stark  918-674-2487. 

Everyone  Invited  to  Dance  and  Have  Fun! 

11  Carnegie  Victory  Club  Celebration  in  Carnegie  at  Kiowa  Tribal 
Grounds.  Call  580-654-2052. 

11- 12  National  Veterans  Pow-wow  in  Shreveport,  LA. 

17-19  Annual  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  The  American  Indian  Center  of 
South  Carolina  in  the  lamil  Shrine  Temple  off  the  1-26  St.  Andrews 
Road  West  exit.  Hours  are  Fri.  4pm  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  6),  Sat. 

10am  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  1&6)  and  Sunday  from  1pm  - 6pm  (Grand 
Entry  at  1).  MC:  Scott  Richards,  Host  Drum:  Running  Elk,  Lakota 
Nation,  Iron  Mountain  Dancers  (Iroquois  Smoke,  Fish,  War  dances, 

Catawba  Eagle  Dance).  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Traditional 
Dancers,  Hoop  Dancer:  Katrina  Big  Mountain.  Princess:  Theresa 
Mendoza.  18  Vendors  (Native  only,  FIACL  enforced),  @$100.00  per 
10x20  by  Sept  5th  --  after  Sept  5th,  $150.00.  Dancer's  lottery  for 
cash  and  prizes.  FMI:  803.790.8214  or  email 
4relations@angelfire . com . 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Prairie  Winds  First  Nations  Pow-wow  at  the  Historic 
Bartle  Hall  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  $30,000  in  Prize  Money.  For  more 


information  contact  Shirley  Hoskins  816-333-7500  or  fax  at 
816-333-7880,  or  call  Beverly  Fabela  at  816-936-4869. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Oct.  21:  Indian  Heritage  Festival,  at  the  Burritt  Museum  & Park,  3101 
Burritt  Dr.,  Huntsville,  AL.  This  is  not  a pow  wow,  but  a demonstration  of 
Native  American  traditions  & lifeways,  including  hands-on  demonstrations  & 
Kids  Korner  activities.  Hours:  10am  - 4pm.  Info:  jeff  Hughes  (256)  536-2882. 

Oct.  21-22:  Living  History  Weekend,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Wetumpka,  AL.  See 
Sept.  16-17  listing  for  details.  Info:  Ned  lenkins  (334)  567-3002. 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Iackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  3udi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Oct  2000  11:35:37  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl .edu> 

Subj : NAC  Topics  + Honoring  Our  Women  + Casper  + The  Politics  of  Erasure 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  16-20 

2)  Honoring  Our  Women 

3)  The  Politics  of  Erasure 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  Casper 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  16-20 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 10/16:  Mining  Zuni  Salt  Lake: 

Zuni  Salt  Lake  is  a unique  resource  to  the  Zuni  people  as  well  as  the  Hopi, 
Acoma,  Laguna,  Navajo  and  Apache  tribes.  Zuni  salt  is  produced  through  an 
ancient  process  using  water  from  underground.  This  salt  only  comes  from 
these  aquifers  under  special  conditions.  Although  they  don't  oppose  mining 
in  general,  the  Pueblo  is  fearful  that  the  proposed  Fence  Lake  Coal  Mine 
will  cause  irreparable  damage  to  this  sacred  water  source  and  taint  the 
salt  minerals.  Guests  include  Zuni  Governor  Malcolm  Bowekety. 

TUE  - 10/17:  Honduras  Seeks  Helping  Hand: 

Native  people  of  the  Central  American  country  of  Honduras  are  pleading  for 
help  from  Native  America.  The  Hondurans  are  looking  to  rebuild  and  protect 
their  land  and  cultural  lifestyles  after  years  of  civil  unrest,  rampant 
poverty  and  recovery  from  Hurricane  Mitch?  Can  Native  America  assist  the 
developing  indigenous  movement  of  Honduras?  Guests  include  Martha  Dominguez 
of  the  U.S. -based  Peace  Action  New  Mexico  and  Miriam  Miranda,  a Garifuna 
woman  and  co-director  of  CONPAH,  the  Confederation  of  Autochthonous  Peoples 
of  Honduras. 

WED  - 10/18:  Coming  Out  in  Native  America: 

Gay  and  lesbian  couples  around  the  country  held  their  "Coming  Out  Day"  last 
week.  It  was  meant  to  raise  the  discrimination  issues  that  gays  and 
lesbians  face  in  society.  But  what  is  it  like  for  Native  Americans  to 
openly  declare  their  homosexuality  within  a traditional  setting?  Is 
homosexuality  accepted  in  Native  American  communities?  Guests  include  Will 


Roscoe,  author  of  several  books  about  homosexuality  in  Native  America. 

THU  - 10/19:  AFN  Convention  2000: 

Every  October,  Alaska  Natives  from  throughout  the  state  gather  in  Anchorage 
for  the  annual  Alaska  Federation  of  Natives  Convention.  Tribal  leaders, 
elders,  youth  and  representatives  from  practically  every  village  convene  to 
discuss  matters  of  the  environment,  subsistence  rights,  oil  development, 
cultural  protection  and  other  important  issues.  In  addition,  a variety  of 
social  events  are  also  on  the  agenda,  loin  us  as  we  bring  you  live  coverage 
of  AFN  in  Anchorage. 

FRI  - 10/20:  Alaska  Federation  of  Natives:  Our  Health  in  the  21st  Century: 
The  Alaska  Federation  of  Natives  (AFN)  annual  convention  brings  more  than 
4,000  Natives  together  every  year  to  discuss  common  issues  and  gather 
strength  and  support  from  each  other.  Some  issues,  like  the  right  to 
pursue  a traditional  subsistence  lifestyle,  return  every  year.  What  kind  of 
effect  do  the  political  issues  at  AFN  have  on  the  health  and  well  being  of 
Native  people?  Is  returning  to  a traditional  subsistence  diet  and  a 
subsistence  lifestyle  the  answer  to  reducing  our  risks  for  increasingly 
pervasive  health  problems?  This  year's  AFN  theme  is  "Our  Place  in  the  21st 
Century."  loin  us  to  talk  about  our  health  in  the  21st  century. 

2)  Honoring  Our  Women 

This  week  on  Different  Drums:  Honoring  Our  Women  - traditional  and 
contemporary  songs  and  stories  from  women  of  many  nations. 

To  listen  to  the  program  ...  just  go  to  http://airos.org/audio.html  and 
click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS  Programming  Online" 

(All  times  are  ET) 

Tuesday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Wednesday:  4am 
Saturday:  5pm 
Sunday:  6am,  5pm 
Monday:  6am 

or  Listen  to  Different  Drums  on  KNBA  with  Windows  Media 
Tuesdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  5pm-6pm  AK  Time 
Visit  the  Different  Drums  website,  at 

http://www.differentdrums.com/thisweek.html  for  links  to  more  information. 

3)  The  Politics  of  Erasure 

This  week,  program  three  of  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project:  The 
Politics  of  Erasure  and  the  Importance  of  Federal  Recognition:  Many 
California  Natives  are  not  recognized  as  Tribes  by  the  Federal  government 
and  have  not  had  the  same  legal  status  as  Indians  in  other  states. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

for  more  information  on  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project  go  to 
www.flickerfeather.org 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  Casper 

This  week,  host  Gregg  McVicar  visits  with  Hopi  Reggae  man  Casper  Loma-Dawa. 
Hailing  from  Third  Mesa,  Casper  gives  a southwestern  spin  on  what  started 
out  as  a Caribbean  groove. 

For  more  information  go  to  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 
Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Friday:  4am 
Saturday:  4pm 


Sunday:  5am,  4pm 
Monday:  5am 

on  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA.ORG  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 
or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KPFA.ORG  in  RealAudio 
Thursdays:  7pm-8pm  PT 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  in  QuickTime  or  RealMediaon  W01B.0RG 
Saturdays:  noon-lpm  MT 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. . .contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http://www.pbs.org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program  at 
http : //www. nativetelecom . org 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with  the 
subject  heading  unsubscribe 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Rayann,  lohn  D Berry,  Don  Bain,  AIM  Florida,  less  Hansen,  Bob  Dorman, 
Stuart  M Leiderman,  Gary  Smith,  Scott  Tippetts,  Harvey  Arden,  Dreamwalker, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  lanet  Smith,  Martha  Ture,  Eric  Martin, 
Barbara  Landis,  Debbie  Sanders,  lohnnie  Rustywire 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Wed  Oct  25  06:36:07  2000 

Date:  25  Oct  2000  00:19:10  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.044 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz  elist.  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw, 
Red  Road  Newsletter,  KOLA  Newslist,  Indian  Fleritage,  FOL-L,  Innu-L  and 
Minnestoa  Indian  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //www. azstarnet . com/public /dnews/001013IVatican- Colonial ism . html 
http : //www . pechanga . net/ 

http : //www. azstarnet . com/public/dnews/000830honeybee. html 

http : //www . denverpost . com/ news/ newsl022d . htm 

http : //www. hen . org/2000/oct09/dir/Flots3219 . html#0regon2 

http : //www. nava jotimes . com/Nat iona 1/national . html 

http : //www. azstarnet . com/public /dnews/001015IWBrfs2 . html 

http : //www. azstarnet . com/public /dnews/001005 indianz . html 

http : //www. indianz . com/SmokeS ignals/Flead lines/ showfull .asp? 

http : //www. a rizona republic . com/ news/a rticles/1017Geronimo -ON. html 

http : //www. npaci .edu/online/v4. 21/pala . html 

http : //www. bill ingsgazette . com/ content /local/ brucellosis . php 

http : //www. a rizona repub lie . com/ news/a rticles/1017rema in sON. html 

http : //www. a rizona republic . com/ arizona/articles/1017anasazil7 . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy.org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 


I just  never  believed  I would  be  here  this  long. . . . [Still]  It  is  all 


pant  of  the  struggle  for  our  people. 
_ Leonard  Peltier,  Ojibwa-Lakota 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

l ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  I 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

I Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

f as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  i 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  ..  __  ..  __  __  _+ 


i Journey 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

i 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching. 

PLEASE  SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORT  FOR  STEVIE  THOMPSON'S  FAMILY  BY  COMING  TO  THE 
ST. PAUL  COURTHOUSE  AT  15  W.  KELLOGG  BLVD. 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  24TH  AT  10:00  AM  FOR  STEINHAUSER 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  26TH  AT  11:00  AM  FOR  THOMPSON 

--  - - - UPDATE  !!  - - - 

Date:  Mon,  23  Oct  2000  19:25:37  EDT 

From:  Rayann6@aol.com 

Sub j : Stevie  Thompson 


Thank  you  for  helping  get  the  word  about  the  murder  of  Stevie  Thompson. 


The  new  count  dates  of  Steinhauser  is  November  13th  at  9 am  and  Thompson 
is  November  20th  at  9 am  both  will  be  heard  by  ludge  Paulette  Flynn. 

The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  lanice  Barker. 

Her  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Goverment  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 

St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 
Rayann 

The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann 6/ steviethompson . html 
Thanks  for  any  help  in  spreading  information. 

Rayann 


I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@speakeasy.org 


Date:  Fri,  20  Oct  2000  17:29:55  -0400  (EDT) 
From:  Ew  Winship  <ewwinl@earthlink. net> 


Dear  Friends  & Relatives 

Quinna  Flamby  is  the  baby  daughter  of  Dill  (Clause)  Hamby  and  Dason 
Hamby.  She  was  born  with  a condition  known  as  Atrial  Ventricular  Septal 

Defect  (hope  I spelled  that  right!) basically,  how  this  translates, 

is  that  she  needs  "patches"  in  her  heart.  This  means  that  she  needs 
major  surgery!  Because  the  family  has  no  health  insurance  (Dason  is 
self-employed  with  "Hamby's  Home  Improvement"  and  Dill  is  a full  time 
mom.... with  Quinna  and  up  to  4 other  children!)  some  fund  raising  is 
being  done  by  the  women's  circle  here  to  help  the  situation  out.  Even  if 
money  is  found  for  Quinna 's  needed  surgery,  the  family  will  have  to 
shoulder  many  other  "incidental"  expenses  (e.g.  travel,  hotel, 
babysitters,  etc) 

NOW !!!!!!! ! 

YOUR  HELP  IS  NEEDED! !!!!!!!!! 

If  you  are  able  to,  please  attend  the  following  event  and  forward  this 
message  to  everyone  you  can !!!!!!!! 

BENEFIT  POTLUCK  & IROQUOIS  SOCIAL  DANCE 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  4,  2000 

5:30  PM  (DINNER)  WITH  SOCIAL  TO  FOLLOW 

WHERE:  OLD  GYM  (MT.  HOPE  RD.)  TUSCARORA  NATION 

Please  bring  a dish  to  pass!!  There  will  be  a "Chinese"  auction  and  a 
50/50  raffle  along  with  the  social  dance.  For  more  information  you  can 
call  Theresa  Clause  (Dill's  mom)  at  716-297-4895  (or  just  email  me 
rosehill@pce.net) 

Also THE  FOLLOWING  ITEMS  ARE  BEING  COLLECTED!!!! 

-HOUSEHOLD 

-BATHROOM 

-FOOD 

-ENTERTAINMENT 
-CHILDREN'S  ITEM 

TO  BE  USED  IN  THE  AUCTION!!  If  you  have  an  item  to  donate, please  drop 
it  off  (or  send  it)  to  Dane  Mt.  Pleasant's  home  (4931  Indian  Hill  Rd., 
Tuscarora  Nation,  Lewiston,  NY  14092). 

Finally,  a bank  account  is  in  the  process  of  being  set  up  for  Quinna 
so  that  people,  who  are  unable  to  attend  any  events,  can  just  send  any 
financial  donations  right  to  the  bank.  In  the  meantime,  if  you  would 
like  to  send  a check  or  money  order  made  out  to  Dill  Hamby  (with  a note 
on  it  that  says  it's  for  the  "Quinna  Fund")  I would  be  happy  to  forward 

it  to  the  family PLEASE  DO  NOT  SEND  CASH!!  My  address  is:  Rose 

Hill,  1767  Mt.  Hope  Rd . , Tuscarora  Nation,  Lewiston,  NY  14092 

Nya'weh  and  Thankyou  for  your  generous  support  for  Quinna!!!!! 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U 

===w=w=== 
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RE:  Native  Peoples  Ask  Pope  to  Repeal  1493  Edict 


Date:  Wed,  18  Oct  2000  21:36:01  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike. HACKS. Arizona. EDU> 
Sub j : Native  peoples  ask  pope  to  repeal  1493  edict  (Fwd 
-<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 


Friday,  13  October  2000 

Native  peoples  ask  pope  to  repeal  1493  edict 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

VATICAN  CITY  - Hawaiians  and  Caribbean  Indians  lit  candles  and  sang  in  St. 
Peter's  Square  yesterday,  appealing  to  Pope  John  Paul  II  to  repeal  a 500- 
year-old  edict  they  say  justified  colonialism. 

The  men  and  women  - no  more  than  a dozen  - ended  their  protest  by 
presenting  a copy  of  the  1493  papal  edict,  "Inter  Caetera,"  to  the 
Vatican's  Swiss  Guards. 

"Take  this  back.  We  have  no  use  of  it.  We  never  did,"'  Steve  Newcomb, 
director  of  the  Eugene,  Ore. -based  Indigenous  Law  Institute,  said, 
recounting  his  words  to  the  doublet-uniformed  guards. 

"And  I told  them  to  make  sure  it  gets  to  the  pope,"  Newcomb  added. 

The  edict,  a solemn  document  of  a kind  known  as  a papal  bull,  was  issued 
by  Alexander  VI,  a year  after  Columbus  first  strayed  onto  the  Americas. 

It  authorized  Christian  countries  to  occupy  and  convert  any  non- 
Christian  nation. 

Issued  on  behalf  of  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isabella  of  Spain,  it 
asserted  the  supremacy  of  Christianity  over  paganism,  making  non-Christian 
indigenous  people  subject  to  the  domination  and  enslavement  of  the  Spanish 
crown . 


It  hasn't  been  enforced  in  centuries. 

"We  hold  the  church  entirely  responsible  for  the  loss  of  land,  lives  and 
culture  we  have  suffered,"  said  Newcomb,  who  sent  an  open  letter  to  the 
pope  raising  the  issue  in  1992.  "The  bull  perfectly  symbolizes  the 
violence  that  continues  to  afflict  the  world." 

During  the  Holy  Year,  John  Paul  has  asked  for  forgiveness  for  Roman 
Catholics'  mistakes  in  past  centuries. 

"It  seems  this  is  a good  time,  if  any,"  said  Ha'aheo  Guanson,  who  wore  a 
coconut  garland  and  a colorful  cloth  wrapped  around  her. 

"It's  easy.  He  should  just  say  'I'm  sorry, ' " said  Kamealoha  Hanohano,  a 
professor  of  linguistics  at  the  University  of  Hawaii  in  Honolulu.  "It'd  be 
good  enough." 

"RE : Protest  The  Trail  of  Fears"  


Date:  Sun,  22  Oct  2000  20:02:50  -0400 


From:  Donna  <gringa@centurytel . net> 

Sub  j : Protest  The  Trail  of  Fears! 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz(3egroups . com> 

This  is  important  enough  to  get  the  word  out  ASAP! 

Thank  you  for  your  indulgence! ! 
with  respect, 

Donna 

Begin  Copy 

From:  Don  Flarris  <wtrbear(3bellatlantic . net> 

=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

From:  "fire  eyes"  <aktahi@centurytel . net> 

Date:  Fri,  20  Oct  2000  14:56:00  -0500 

Some  of  you  have  already  heard  mention  of  this  event,  and  for  others,  it 
may  be  new. 

I have  spent  the  morning  doing  a lot  of  research  to  find  out 
background  information.  Please  bear  with  me  as  I present  what  I have  been 
informed  of. 

Near  Moulton,  Alabama,  there  are  the  Oakville  Indian  Mounds,  resting 
place  for  many  ancestors  who  walked  the  Trail  of  Tears.  This  is  a 
well-known  and  verified  indian  burial  site.  This  approx.  68  acre  parcel 
is  owned  by  Lawrence  County,  Alabama.  At  one  time,  they  began  the  project 
of  perserving  the  mounds.  Now  the  Lawrence  Co.  Board  of  Education  has 
assumed  management  of  the  Mounds,  and  have  a 99  year  lease  for  the  sum  of 
one  dollar  for  the  entire  park. 

This  information  was  given  to  me  by  the  Lawrence  Co.  appraisal  office 
at  256-974-2457,  per  Deed  Book  #743,  page  #743. 

We  have  in  our  possession  a flyer  advertising  a halloween 
event  planned  at  the  site  of  these  mounds.  It  is  in  conjunction 
with  the  Dept,  of  Indian  Education,  and  the  Lawrence  Co.  laycees. 

There  will  be  a $5.00  admission  fee  charged  to  attend,  and  they 
also  have  T-shirts  for  sale  with  the  theme  "Trail  of  Fears"  on  them. 
According  to  the  flyer,  the  local  laycees  will  be  dressed 
in  halloween  costumes,  and  will  be  having  excursions  thru  the  woods 
surrounding  this  area.  The  proceeds  for  this  event  will  go  towards 
charible  Christmas  foundations  for  needy  children. 

According  to  the  President  of  the  Lawrence  Co.  Daycees, 

Mr.  Shannon  Livingston,  his  justification  for  this  event,  written  in 
an  editorial  in  the  Moulton  Advertiser  dated  Oct.  19,  2000  is  as 
follows : 

"It's  Halloween,  and  this  is  when  you  make  things  scary  --  hence, 

FEAR.  This  is  also  in  the  tradition  of  our  Cherokee  indian  ancestors 
since  they  would  use  Booger  Masks  and  ghost  (sycamore)  switches 
to  scare  the  evil  spirits  from  their  council  houses." 

Anyone  who  knows  the  Cherokee  traditions  can  certainly  see  how 
misinformed  this  individual  is.  Furthermore,  the  traditions  he  is 
alluding  to  have  absolutely  no  correlation  with  this  Celtic  festival 
that  we  call  Halloween. 

I called  the  Lawrence  Co.  Commisioners  office  at  256-974-2401 
to  see  if  a permit  was  needed  for  this  event,  and  if  one  had  been 
applied  for  or  obtained.  I was  told  that  no  permit  was  applied 
for  or  issued,  and  that  probably  because  these  mounds  were  in 
fact  under  the  direct  management  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
one  was  probably  not  needed  from  the  county. 

I called  the  Lawrence  Co.  Board  of  Education  at  256-905-2400 
and  found  out,  in  fact,  that  one  Mr.  Butch  Walker  is  the  Director 
of  Indian  Education,  and  that  he  did  give  the  local  laycees 
permission  to  have  this  event  at  the  mounds  all  on  his  own 
authority,  as  Director  of  Indian  Education  and  supposedly  Curator 
for  the  Oakville  Indian  Mounds(per  their  lease).  I was  told  that  the 
Superintendant  of  Education,  one  Ms.  Cindy  Collins,  was  not  involved 
in  any  approval  process  for  this  event.  She  is  Mr.  Walkers'  direct 


superior.  In  fact,  when  questioned  I was  told  that  this  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Dept.  Of  Education,  but  was  soley  the  act  of  the  local 
laycess,  with  Mr.  Butch  Walkers'  sole  approval. 

With  that  background  info  noted,  we  are  asking  all  concerned 
people  to  join  us  in  our  protest  of  this  event.  We  are  protesting  in 
that  this  event  is  disrespectful  to  the  Spirits  of  our  ancestors  who 
rest  there.  We  protest  because  the  Native  Indian  families  within 
the  community  are  not  having  their  feelings  or  their  voices 
recognized,  nor  their  disapproval  noted  by  the  planning  and 
carrying  out  of  this  event. 

We  protest  that  these  Sacred  Mounds  are  being  used  as  the  backdrop  for 
a pagan  holiday  celebration  that  has  absolutely  no  connection 
with  our  indigenious  cultural  ways  and  therefore  has  no  connection 
to  Indian  Education  in  any  manner,  nor  to  the  Oakville  Mounds 
where  it  is  to  be  held.  We  protest  because  we  feel  this  area  should 
not  be  trampled  on  during  a "PARTY"  with  adults  and  children  running 
all  over  the  place,  playing  Haunted  Woods,  making  'ghoulish'  noises, 
and  basically  portraying  a standard  Halloween  parody  of  death,  and 
ghoulish  beings.  This  is  a mockery  to  the  spirits  who  suffered  so 
terribly  before  their  passing  on.  It  begs  the  question,  were  they  wanting 
a cemetary  to  hold  this  in,  and  this  was  the  only  place  they  could  get 
away  with  such  a performance?  We  all  know  that  no  other  legal  cemetary 
would  allow  this. 

We  protest  against  the  Board  of  Education,  specifically  the  Dept,  of 
Indian  Education  for  their  lack  of  professionalism  for  carrying  through 
on  this  event  without  the  consent  of  the  native  peoples  in  the  area  for 
whom  these  mounds  and  this  area  is  set  aside  as  a cemetary  for  their 
ancestors,  over  and  against  the  peoples'  disagreement  and  protests 
from  the  Echota  Cherokees,  Missouri  Chickamaugas,  and  various 
other  concerned  native  individuals  who  have  expressed  their  displeasure 
over  this  disrespectful  display  towards  all  people  who  understand  the 
significance  that  these  Mounds  have. 

Chief  Millard  Shelton  has  provided  us  with  protest  rally  info, 
and  has  asked  that  all  who  can  attend,  please  come  to  the  Oakville 
Mounds  located  out  of  Moulton  on  hyw  157  south,  this  Saturday 
Oct.  21  at  6:00  pm  to  stand  for  the  voices  of  The  People  and  for 
the  Spirits  of  the  Ancestors. 

To  protest  by  phone,  call  the  Dept  of  Education  at  256-905-2400 
and  ask  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Butch  Walker  in  the  Dept,  of  Indian 
Education.  To  contact  the  President  of  the  Lawrence  Co.  laycees, 

Mr.  Shannon  Livingston  call  256-905-0403. 

Email  letters  of  support  for  our  protest  can  be  sent  to: 
<ccollins@lawrenceal.org>  Superintendent  of  Education 
<mish39@webtv. net>  Chief  Millard  Shelton  of  the  Blue  Clan 
of  the  Echota  Cherokee,  state  recognized  tribal  affliation  in 
Alabama . 

<aktahi@centurytel . net>  protest  coordinator 
<LaurieGoodHandsWheeler@centurytel . net>  protest  coordinator 
Soon  we  will  have  the  flyer  for  this  available  for  viewing  on 
the  internet.  Specifics  will  be  sent  forth  at  that  time. 

Please  stand  up  and  be  heard,  stand  for  the  feelings  of  the  living 
descendants,  and  for  the  memory  and  peace  of  those  who  have 
passed  on. 

This  event  should  not  take  place! 

Sincerely, 

Lauri  Chambers 
<aktahi@centurytel . net> 

<+>=<+> 

KOLA  Information:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/index.htm 

--  - - - UPDATE  - - - - 

lanet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http : //www . owlstar . com 

Original  Message  

From:  "fire  eyes"  <aktahi@centurytel . net> 


Date:  Monday,  October  23,  2000  11:44  AM 


The  rally  went  well,  and  I heard  from  Chief  Shelton  that  there  were  many 
people  protesting  and  that  the  People  were  finally  given  permission  by  the 
Indian  Ed  peeps  and  the  Co.  sheriffs  to  go  in  and  do  a ceremony  to  cleanse 
the  area. 

This  event  will  go  on 
Sat  Oct.  21  7-11  pm 

Thurs  Oct. 26  7-11  pm 

Fri  Oct  27  7-12  pm 

Sat  Oct. 28  7-1  am 

Mon  Oct  30  7-11  pm 

Tues.  Oct  31  7-llpm 

at  1219  Co.  Rd  187  off  Hwy  157  south  of  Moulton. 

So,  if  any  others  want  to  go  protest,  they  can. 

But  we  were  obviously  too  late  to  stop  the  event. 

But  maybe  we  made  an  impression  for  next  year. 

Lauri 


— "RE:  I am  an  American  Indian"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Oct  2000  12:32:49  -0500 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy . org> 

Sub  j : NA  News  Item 

-<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="NOT  Native  American" 

Canadian  Aboriginal  News 

I AM  AN  AMERICAN  INDIAN,  NOT  A NATIVE  AMERICAN! 
from  Russell  Means 

I abhor  the  term  Native  American.  It  is  a generic  government  term  used  to 
describe  all  the  indigenous  prisoners  of  the  United  States.  These  are  the 
American  Samoans,  the  Micronesians,  the  Aleutes,  the  original  Flawaiians 
and  the  erroneously  termed  Eskimos,  who  are  actually  Upiks  and  Inupiats. 
And,  of  course,  the  American  Indian. 

I prefer  the  term  American  Indian  because  I know  its  origins.  The  word 
Indian  is  an  English  bastardization  of  two  Spanish  words,  En  Dio,  which 
correctly  translated  means  in  with  God.  As  an  added  distinction  the 
American  Indian  is  the  only  ethnic  group  in  the  United  States  with  the 
American  before  our  ethnicity. 

At  an  international  conference  of  Indians  from  the  Americas  held  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland  at  the  United  Nations  in  1977  we  unanimously  decided 
we  would  go  under  the  term  American  Indian.  We  were  enslaved  as  American 
Indians,  we  were  colonized  as  American  Indians  and  we  will  gain  our 
freedom  as  American  Indians  and  then  we  will  call  ourselves  any  damn  thing 
we  choose.  Finally,  I will  not  allow  a government,  any  government,  to 
define  who  I am.  Besides  anyone  born  in  the  Western  hemisphere  is  a Native 
American . 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service. 

c.  Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal . Com 

Please  send  comments  to  editor@canadianAboriginal.com 

"RE : I am  not  American"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Oct  2000  14:05:37  -0400 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : FWD:  I AM  NOT  AMERICAN!!!!!!! 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  <DaCelticMan@aol . com> 

The  Freedom  you  have  is  to  not  like I don't  like  chocolate  ice 

cream,  but  too  many  people  with  girth  do.  I failed  to  mention Larry 

Threebears  is  now  dead.  When  I saw  him  blending  with  the  red  in  the  flag 

that  was  his  shield I knew  I was  in  the  right  place.  Fie  is  an 

American and  a warrior.  Now.... I will  stand  where  he  did.... be 


Mohawk.... be  Pawnee... be  Seminole ...  be  Creek be  Navajo,  be  what  you 

feel  you  need  to  be... hate  what  you  feel  you  need  to  hate.  Dust  know.... 
too  many  real  warriors  have  stood.... so  you  can  hate  what  you  want,  be 
what  you  want  to  be,  so  your  children  can  be  a star  in  your  own  heart. 

We  all  live  on  this  earth. 


Danet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http : //www . owlstar . com 

"RE : Can  States  be  Sued  Over  Actions  on  Indian  Land"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Oct  2000  10:55:24  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : Supreme  Court  to  clarify  whether  states  can  be  sued 
over  actions  on  Indian  land 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

>From : NAissues_n_the_news@egroups . com 

For  up  to  the  latest  news  on  Indian  issues  go  to: 

http://www.pechanga.net/ 

Supreme  Court  to  clarify  whether  states  can  be  sued  over  actions  on 
Indian  land 

Oct.  10,  2000  | 9:33  a.m. 

By  LAURIE  ASSEO  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  The  Supreme  Court  agreed  Tuesday  to  clarify 
whether  state  officials  can  be  sued  in  Indian  tribal  court  over 
actions  taken  on  an  Indian  reservation. 

The  court  said  it  will  hear  four  Nevada  wildlife  officials'  argument 
that  they  are  immune  from  being  sued  in  tribal  court  over  the  seizure 
of  bighorn  sheep  head  trophies  from  a man's  home  on  a reservation. 

Floyd  Hicks  is  a member  of  the  Fallon  Paiute-Shoshone  Tribe  and  lives 
on  its  reservation  near  Reno  in  western  Nevada. 

In  August  1990,  a Nevada  game  warden  got  a warrant  from  state  and 
tribal  courts  to  search  Hicks'  property  for  evidence  of  the  killing 
of  California  bighorn  sheep.  Killing  the  sheep  is  a misdemeanor  under 
state  law. 

A tribal  judge  limited  the  search  to  "exterior  premises  and  any 
vehicles."  The  game  warden  and  a tribal  police  officer  took  a 
mounted  sheep's  head  trophy  from  Hicks'  home.  Officials  later 
returned  it  because  it  was  of  a different  species  than  the  California 
bighorn . 

In  Dune  1991,  the  warden  conducted  another  search  with  state  and 
tribal  court  approval,  and  took  at  least  one  sheep's  head  trophy  from 
Hicks'  home.  Again  it  was  determined  that  the  trophies  were  not 
evidence  of  a crime  and  they  were  returned  to  him. 

Hicks  sued  four  Nevada  wildlife  officials  in  tribal  court,  alleging 
violations  of  tribal  law  and  his  federal  civil  rights.  He  sued  them 
as  individuals,  not  in  their  official  capacities. 

The  wildlife  officials  asked  a federal  court  to  rule  they  were 
protected  from  being  sued  in  tribal  court  by  Nevada's  sovereign 
immunity  and  by  qualified  immunity.  Qualified  immunity  protects 
government  officials  from  being  sued  over  their  official  acts  so  long 
as  they  did  not  violate  someone's  clearly  established  rights. 

A federal  judge  upheld  the  tribal  court's  authority  to  hear  the  case, 
and  the  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  agreed,  saying  the  tribal 
court  should  address  the  immunity  issues  first. 

In  the  appeal  acted  on  Tuesday,  Nevada's  lawyers,  representing  the 
wildlife  officials,  called  the  case  a challenge  to  state  sovereignty. 
The  officials  "may  not,  in  any  capacity,  under  any  circumstances,  be 
called  to  answer  in  a tribal  forum,"  the  state's  lawyers  said. 

Hicks'  lawyers  said  tribal  courts  are  presumed  to  have  authority  over 
conduct  on  Indian  reservations  by  non-Indians. 

The  case  is  Nevada  v.  Hicks,  99-1994. 


On  the  Net:  For  the  appeals  count  ruling: 

http://www.uscourts.gov/links.html  and  click  on  9th  Circuit. 

AP-CS-10-10-00  1026EDT 

"RE : Update  on  Townsend"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Oct  2000  18:25:38  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail.com> 

Sub j : Fwd:  Update  on  Townsend  construction/destruction 

I learned  from  a source  at  the  gathering  at  the  Tennessee  State  Capitol 
yesterday  that  the  Tennessee  Department  of  Transportation  and/or  their 
subcontractors  are  trying  to  put  pressure  on  those  working  the 
archaeological  site  at  Townsend,  TN. 

In  the  past  couple  of  weeks,  the  road  workers  have  been  getting  closer  & 
closer  to  the  workers  at  the  digj  trying  to  pressure  them  to  hurry  up  & get 
out  of  the  way,  so  the  (un-needed,  but  unrelenting)TDOT  project  could  be 
completed.  In  the  latest  incident,  I was  told  that  a bulldozer  was  driven 
over  an  old  Cherokee  house  site  that  was  being  excavated. 

Flopefully  this  brazen  act  will  bring  about  a court  intervention  that  will 
halt  further  destruction  in  this  area.  Earlier  attempts  to  get  the  Circuit 
Court  that  covers  the  Blount  County  area  to  issue  an  injunction  against 
TDOT  were  of  no  avail.  And,  since  the  State  of  Tennessee  is  more  interested 
in  keeping  the  pork-bellied  Road  Builders  Association  & construction  firms 
happy  than  they  are  at  preserving  natural  resources  or  important 
(pre- )historic  sites,  maybe  now  some  Federal  agency  might  step  in  to 
investigate  the  goings-on  in  this  small  East  Tennessee  community. 

"RE;  Flohokam  Site  Halts  Development  Work"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Oct  2000  13:09:54  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Hohokam  site  halts  development  work  (Fwd) 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http: //www. az star net . com/public/dnews/000830honeybee . html 

Wednesday,  30  August  2000 
Hohokam  site  halts  development  work 

Oro  Valley  requires  archaeological  study  for  Rancho  Vistoso 
By  Tony  Davis 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

An  Oro  Valley  official  said  the  town  yesterday  ordered  a developer  to 
halt  work  at  one  of  the  last  intact  Hohokam  Indian  village  sites  in  the 
Tucson  area. 

Town  officials  told  developers  of  the  7,000-home  Rancho  Vistoso  project 
that  before  continuing  work,  they  must  prepare  a plan  to  ease  the  effects 
of  their  project  on  the  750-year-old  Honey  Bee  Village  site,  said  Brent 
Sinclair,  the  town's  community  development  director. 

The  75-acre  site  is  one  of  about  eight  large  Hohokam  sites  in  the  Tucson 
area,  Tucson  archaeologists  Henry  Wallace  and  Paul  Fish  said.  At  one  time, 
about  18  such  sites  existed  in  the  area.  The  rest  have  been  destroyed 
through  development,  they  said. 

The  Hohokam,  who  farmed  lowlands  along  Southern  Arizona's  streams,  first 
occupied  the  Oro  Valley  site  around  A.D.  600  and  abandoned  it  around  the 
late  1100s,  Wallace  said. 

A committee  working  on  Pima  County's  Sonoran  Desert  Conservation  Plan 
ranked  this  among  the  top  five  or  six  prehistoric  archaeological  sites  in 
the  county,  said  Fish,  the  Arizona  State  Museum's  curator  of  archaeology. 

Prehistoric  sites  typically  date  to  the  time  before  the  arrival  of 
Europeans  on  the  North  American  continent. 

Oro  Valley's  zoning  code  requires  a developer  to  file  what's  called  a 
mitigation  plan  before  excavating  and  developing  significant 
archaeological  sites,  Sinclair  said. 

"We  became  aware  of  this  project  in  the  past  week  and  checked  it  out. 


and  we're  of  the  opinion  that  they  are  actually  now  excavating/'  Sinclair 
said . 

Dick  Maes,  Vistoso  Partners'  general  manager,  did  not  return  several 
calls  from  the  Star  yesterday. 

Another  Oro  Valley  official.  Councilman  Fran  LaSala,  said  yesterday  he 
had  been  told  by  Town  Manager  Chuck  Sweet  that  Vistoso  Partners  was  simply 
doing  routine  exploration,  not  a formal  excavation,  as  part  of  a study  to 
determine  its  preservation  plans. 

The  company  has  dug  a 30-foot-long  trench  to  help  learn  more  about  the 
site,  LaSala  said. 

Once  the  exploration  is  done,  the  developer  submits  a formal 
archaeological  plan  and  seeks  grading  permits,  he  said. 

"They  are  nowhere  close  to  filing  a formal  development  plan,"  LaSala 
said.  "They  don't  know  what  they'll  do  on  the  site.  Because  these  things 
take  so  long,  they  are  starting  very  early  to  do  their  studies." 

Sinclair,  the  community  development  director,  said  he  didn't  know  if  the 
company  had  caused  any  damage  to  the  site. 

"You  can  do  investigative  work  on  the  site  as  long  as  you  don't  harm  the 
site  or  dig  it  up,"  Sinclair  said. 

About  12  acres  form  the  site's  core,  according  to  Wallace,  who  did  an 
archaeological  survey  of  the  site  for  Vistoso' s developer  in  the  mid-1980s. 

It  contains  cremated  human  bone  remains  and  thousands  of  artifacts, 
Wallace  said.  It  also  contains  a ball  court  - a large,  earthen-banked, 
oval  enclosure  used  for  ball  games  and  as  a social  gathering  place. 

Testing  in  that  area  in  1988  concluded  that  300  prehistoric  pit  houses 
were  believed  to  be  in  the  core,  in  addition  to  a possible  central  plaza, 
large  trash  mounds  and  a stone-walled  compound  enclosure,  Wallace  said. 

In  the  mid-1990s,  the  town  commissioned  a Honey  Bee  Canyon  management 
plan  that  called  for  preservation  of  this  site.  By  allowing  development  of 
the  site,  the  plan  said,  Oro  Valley  "would  lose  a very  important  part  of 
its  historical  landscape." 

The  preservation  plan  was  never  done  because  typically,  companies  don't 
prepare  archaeological  plans  until  they're  close  to  developing  in  an 
archaeological-site  area,  said  Don  Chatfield,  Oro  Valley's  former 
community  development  director. 

"It  sounds  like  the  town  did  the  right  thing  in  shutting  it  down  until 
there  were  some  mitigation  plans,"  said  Chatfield,  who  left  the  town  in 
1999  and  is  now  executive  director  of  Primavera  Builders,  a Tucson 
nonprofit  firm  that  works  on  low-income  housing  projects. 

The  site  is  particularly  good  for  preservation  because  it  lies  near 
Honey  Bee  Wash  and  Rancho  Vistoso  Boulevard,  allowing  the  town  to  include 
it  in  trail  systems,  the  plan  said. 

It  would  be  reasonable  to  excavate  the  site's  outer  area  and  preserve 
the  12-acre  core,  the  report  said. 

Although  excavation  could  provide  a lot  of  information  about  the  site, 
Wallace  and  Fish  recommended  that  at  least  part  of  it  be  preserved. 

Gayle  Hartmann,  a Tucson  archaeologist  and  environmental  activist,  said 
she  was  happy  with  Oro  Valley's  action. 

"I'm  optimistic  we  can  solve  this.  The  planning  department  is  ready  to 
proceed  with  a good  plan,"  said  Hartmann,  a longtime  activist  with  the 
Tucson  group  Buffers. 

"Assuming  not  too  much  damage  has  been  done,  I assume  we  are  in  good 
shape.  I'm  only  sorry  we  had  to  get  to  this  point." 

Contact  Tony  Davis  at  434-4073  or  at  verdin@azstarnet . com . 

"RE : Donated  Homes  House  Tribe  Hopes"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Oct  2000  18:16:55  -0700 
From:  "Lona"  <tahomagirl@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Donated  homes  house  tribe  hopes 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups.com> 

http: //www. den ver post . com/ news /news 1022d . htm 


Oct.  22,  2000  - Next  week  A1  Dreamer  will  move  into  his  own  home. 


something  he  has  been  waiting  to  do  for  more  than  20  years. 

Dreamer,  43,  is  a member  of  the  impoverished  Lakota  Indian  tribe  and 
has  been  living  with  his  father  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation 
in  South  Dakota  his  whole  life. 

With  a wife  and  two  children.  Dreamer  is  ready  to  leave  the 
two-bedroom  mobile  home  that  seven  people  have  been  sharing  and  move 
into  his  own  place. 

He  will  get  this  opportunity  thanks  to  a combination  of  efforts  from  a 
number  of  people,  including  Tom  Godwin  of  Colorado  Community  Church  in 
Denver. 

Godwin  first  traveled  to  the  reservation  three  years  ago  on  a mission 
with  his  church. 

"I  saw  a need  for  housing  and  economic  development  and  made  a 
commitment  to  try  and  work  on  both  of  those  issues,"  Godwin  said. 

His  commitment  began  to  materialize  when  he  discovered  a Denver  mobile 
home  dealer  called  Homesmart  Homes  that  was  willing  to  donate  used 
homes  for  the  cause. 

"We  understood  that  these  people  were  in  need  of  some  shelter,  and  we 
were  more  than  happy  to  help  them  out,"  said  Dim  Livingston,  general 
manager  of  Homesmart  Homes. 

The  next  step  for  Godwin  was  to  find  a way  to  transport  the  mobile 
homes  to  the  reservation  in  South  Dakota.  He  contacted  Dim  Bolthouse, 
who  was  already  transporting  mobile  homes  to  the  reservation  from 
Michigan . 

The  two  joined  forces  and  by  the  end  of  next  month  will  have  moved 
nine  homes  from  Denver  to  the  reservation. 

Like  A1  Dreamer,  some  of  the  families  receiving  the  mobile  homes  have 
been  living  with  other  families  for  many  years  while  they  wait  for  a 
place  to  call  their  own. 

"Most  people  have  to  get  on  a waiting  list  to  get  housing,"  said  lamie 
Little  Moon,  17,  who  lives  with  her  parents  on  the  reservation.  "It 
took  us  about  4AT  years  to  get  a home." 

To  get  a mobile  home  from  Godwin,  a family  must  have  a legal  place  to 
put  it  and  $1,200  to  pay  for  the  transportation. 

"A  great  number  of  people  want  these  homes  and  would  be  happy  to  get 
them,  but  they  don't  have  the  money,"  Godwin  said. 

"We  ask  them  to  make  a down  payment  because  we  want  to  make  sure  that 
they  have  some  responsibility." 

Godwin  is  trying  to  set  up  a revolving  fund  so  people  can  make  a down 
payment  on  a house  and  pay  a little  each  month. 

Anyone  wishing  to  make  a donation  can  call  Godwin  at  303-777-1121. 

"RE : Homeless  Tribe  Wants  Land  Back"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Oct  2000  19:45:02  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : Homeless  Tribe  Wants  Land  Back 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

http: //www. hen .org/ 2000/oct 09/dir /Hots 3219. html#0regon2 

OREGON 

Homeless  tribe  wants  its  land  back 

It  may  be  a long  shot,  but  the  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Coos,  Lower 
Umpqua  and  Siuslaw  want  95,000  acres  of  national  forest,  an  area  larger 
than  Portland,  as  compensation  for  land  stolen  over  150  years  ago. 

In  1855,  the  western  Oregon  tribes  made  a deal  with  the  federal 
government:  In  exchange  for  1.6  million  acres  of  tribal  land,  the  United 
States  promised  a new  chunk  of  land  and  a large  sum  of  money.  Congress 
never  came  through  on  its  end  of  the  bargain. 

"This  is  an  issue  of  righting  a wrong,"  says  Francis  W.  Somday  II,  a 
tribal  administrator  for  the  nearly  700-member  tribes.  "Self-sufficiency 
has  eluded  those  tribes  in  the  U.S.  who  have  no  land  base." 

Somday  says  getting  a piece  of  the  Siuslaw  National  Forest  returned 
could  create  jobs  and  income  for  impoverished  tribal  members.  If  the 


ancestral  territory  is  transferred,  the  tribes  vow  to  manage  the  forest 
under  the  federally  mandated  Northwest  Forest  Plan.  That  means  they  could 
log  some  trees  in  order  to  preserve  old  growth  and  make  $1  million  a year 
in  profit. 

While  local  environmentalists  sympathize  with  the  tribes'  hardships, 
some  say  transferring  this  specific  acreage  is  a bad  idea.  David  Bayles  of 
Pacific  Rivers  Council  says  this  forest  is  a perfect  candidate  for 
restoring  watersheds  in  order  to  save  endangered  salmon.  According  to 
Bayles,  this  will  cost  a lot  of  money  and  is  not  likely  to  generate  the 
dollars  desperately  needed  by  the  tribe. 

Furthermore,  it  will  take  an  act  of  Congress  to  transfer  the  land. 

Oregon  congressmen  say  they  won't  carry  a bill  until  the  tribe  proves 
there  is  local  support.  Although  the  tribe  has  held  over  160  public 
meetings,  Oregon's  Democratic  Rep.  Peter  DeFazio  says  he  plans  to  shelve 
the  issue  until  next  year,  since  there  is  less  than  a month  left  in  the 
legislative  session. 

- Rebecca  Clarren 

c.  copyright  2000  High  Country  News 

"RE : Change  Won't  Faze  Sac  & Fox  Tags"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Oct  2000  09:40:49  -0500 

From:  "Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Change  Won't  Faze  Sac  & Fox  Tags 
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Change  won't  faze  Sac  & Fox  tags 

By  Tulsa  World 

10/17/00 

STROUD  --  The  treasurer  of  the  Sac  & Fox  Nation  said  Monday  a new 
Oklahoma  law  lowering  the  price  of  car  tags  won't  have  much  impact  on 
tribal  car  tags. 

Truman  Carter  said,  "The  cost  of  tagging  tribal  members'  vehicles 
remains  much  lower  than  Oklahoma's  tag  rates." 

He  called  on  Gov.  Frank  Keating  to  "work  to  eliminate  the  unfairness  in 
the  current  state  automobile  taxing  system  and  reduce  state  taxes  even 
further . " 

The  Sac  & Fox  Nation  was  the  first  Indian  tribe  in  Oklahoma  to  issue  car 
tags  in  1983,  said  Cheri  Soliday  of  the  Sac  & Fox  News. 

She  said  tribal  motor  vehicle  tax  rates  were  imposed  at  20  percent  of 
Oklahoma's  vehicle  tax  rates. 

"RE;  More  Land  Returned"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Oct  2000  23:15:19  EDT 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : FW:  More  Land  Returned 
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>From:  MDLaBurt@aol.com 

I love  it!!!  It  took  over  300  years... 

Congress  Approves  Tribal  Settlement 
The  Associated  Press 
Oct  17  2000  5:31PM  ET 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - Congress  has  approved  giving  a New  Mexico  Indian  tribe 
$23  million  and  about  4,600  acres  to  settle  lawsuits  over  land  the  tribe 
claimed  under  a grant  from  the  king  of  Spain  more  than  300  years  ago. 

The  Santo  Domingo  Pueblo  had  argued  it  was  the  rightful  owner  of  52,000 
acres  of  federal,  state  and  private  land  near  its  reservation  between 
Albuquerque  and  Santa  Fe  in  northern  New  Mexico.  The  area  includes 
shrines  and  other  religious  sites  considered  sacred  by  the  4,600-member 
tribe . 

The  House  approved  the  settlement  on  a voice  vote  Tuesday,  sending  it  to 
the  White  House  for  President  Clinton's  signature.  The  Senate  approved 


the  deal  earlier  this  month. 

"I  hope  we  have  finally  come  to  an  end  on  this  long,  long,  long 
discussion  of  the  land  deal,"  said  Benny  Atencio,  the  tribe's  secretary 
and  spokesman. 

The  deal,  which  does  not  require  private  landowners  to  sell  or  give 
their  property  to  the  tribe,  also  gives  the  tribe  the  option  to  use  $3.7 
million  of  the  settlement  money  to  buy  7,355  acres  of  National  Forest 
Service  land  in  the  disputed  area.  That  plot  and  the  4,577  acres  of 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  land  the  tribe  gets  will  be  used  mainly  for 
religious  purposes,  Atencio  said. 

"We're  glad  that  some  of  our  land  will  be  returned  back  to  us,  even 
though  we  will  have  to  pay  for  it,"  Atencio  said. 

The  Santo  Domingo  Pueblo  will  not  build  casinos  on  any  of  the  land, 

Atencio  said. 

The  Santo  Domingo  Pueblo's  land  claim  stemmed  from  two  transactions:  A 
1689  land  grant  from  the  king  of  Spain  for  the  tribe's  reservation  and 
the  tribe's  1748  purchase  of  a neighboring  tract  called  the  Diego 
Gallegos  grant.  Congress  agreed  to  honor  such  land  grants  in  1858  in  a 
law  finalizing  U.S.  control  over  the  Southwest  after  the  war  with  Mexico. 

The  bill  is  S.  2917. 

"RE : A Trust  Broken"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Oct  2000  19:41:58  EDT 
From:  SumerWCree@aol.com 
Sub j : from  uncle  jake 
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A MUST  READ 

From:  UNCLE  HAKE  <unclejake74@hotmail . com> 

Mailing  List:  Red  Road  Newsletter<TheRedRoadNewsletter-owner@onelist . com> 

Ya ' a ' tee 

FREEDOM  magazines  latest  issue  has  an  excellent  article  on  the  Big  Mountain 
situation . 


A TRUST  BROKEN,  A HERITAGE  BETRAYED:  Battle  for  Native  American  Rights 
by  Thomas  G Whittle  & Carlynn  Lee  McCormick 

is  well  researched,  and  the  authors  are  not  afraid  to  tell  the  truth. 

I HIGHLY  RECCOMEND  you  read  it  and  pass  it  on  to  as  many  as  possible. 

You  should  find  the  article  at 
http://www.freedommag.org 
or  contact  the  editor  at 
editor@freedommag.org. 

And  as  I have  your  attention  for  a moment,  for  those  of  you  who  feel  like 
sending  a fax  to  help  us,  please  fax  Hilary  Clinton. 

Weaving  For  Freedom  Foundation  has  been  trying  to  arrange  a meeting  with 
Hillary  and  the  Dine  Weavers  for  seven  and  a half  years. 

There  seems  to  be  openings  in  Hilarys  schedule  for  December,  so  please 
ask  that  she  take  the  time  to  meet  with  the  Elders. 

send  the  fax  to 

attn: Patty  Solis  Doyle 

202  456  5340 

For  all  my  relations 

BoPeep 


"RE;  Tribal  Leaders  Concerned  with  BIA  Deadline" 
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Tribal  leaders  and  senators  concerned  with  BIA  deadline 
By  Brian  Stockes 
Indian  Country  Today 
Oct  18,  2000 

WASHINGTON  - Members  of  the  U.S.  Senate  and  tribal  leaders  from  across 
the  country  are  expressing  their  concern  over  BIA  handling  of  proposed 
regulations  on  trust  funds,  leasing  and  grazing. 

A letter  signed  by  18  U.S.  Senators  was  recently  sent  to  Interior 
Secretary 

Bruce  Babbitt  calling  for  a halt  on  what  some  see  as  "fast  track" 
efforts  to  revise  a broad  range  of  regulations. 

"The  Department  should  not  measure  success  based  on  whether  these 
proposed  regulations  become  final  in  the  next  four  months,"  said  Senators 
Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  and  Daniel  Inouye,  D-Hawaii,  in  the 
joint  letter. 

"Instead  it  should  direct  its  efforts  at  ensuring  that  the  next 
administration  can  begin  its  work  on  trust  funds  with  a comprehensive  and 
thorough  draft  set  of  regulations." 

Interior  proposed  the  revision  of  four  sets  of  regulations  in  Duly  and 
plans  to  publish  the  rules  in  final  form  by  Danuary  2001.  The  BIA  says 
that  the  revisions  are  meant  to  "further  fulfill"  the  Secretary  of 
Interior's  fiduciary  responsibility  to  tribes  and  individual  Indians. 

A BIA  statement  indicates  revisions  would  expedite  the  probate  process 
for  Indian  descendants'  estates,  standardize  the  process  for  collection, 
distribution  and  accounting  of  individual  Indian  monies  and  monies  held  in 
trust  for  tribal  governments,  implement  the  Indian  Agricultural  Resource 
Management  Act,  determine  the  value  of  leases,  and  standardize  the 
Department's  policy  on  grazing  permits.  The  deadline  for  comments  was  Oct. 
12. 

Some  tribal  leaders  say  that,  as  written,  the  proposed  regulations  would 
diminish  or  obscure  the  federal  government's  trust  responsibilities  rather 
than  guide  how  the  United  States  carries  out  its  trust  duties.  They  also 
say  that  the  BIA  has  placed  an  unreasonable  time  frame  on  the  revision 
process . 

Tribal  leaders  have  repeatedly  requested  a negotiated  rule-making 
process  based  on  consensus. 

"We  have  participated  and  observed  the  tribal  consultation  process  as  it 
has  occurred  so  far  and  have  found  it  to  be  ineffective  and  deficient  for 
the  scope  and  complexity  of  the  regulations,"  said  Charles  Tillman,  chief 
of  the  Osage  Nation  and  co-chairman  of  a joint  BIA/Tribal  workgroup  formed 
to  consider  the  proposed  regulations. 

"At  every  stage  of  the  discussion  between  the  tribes  and  the  department, 
the  Department  has  been  too  focused  on  its  self-imposed  timetables  to 
consider  the  merits  of  our  substantive  proposals." 

Chief  Tillman  also  accuses  the  BIA  of  being  poorly  organized  and 
"incomprehensibly  muddled"  on  the  issues.  The  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians  (NCAI)  and  the  Inter-Tribal  Monitoring  Association  (ITMA) 
also  outlined  concerns  on  the  process  in  a joint  letter  to  Secretary 
Babbitt . 

In  that  letter,  they  expressed  their  belief  that  pressure  caused  by 
Cobell  vs.  Babbitt,  the  ongoing  tribal  trust  funds  lawsuit,  was  having  a 
negative  impact  on  the  proposed  regulations.  The  organizations  contend  the 
pressures  of  the  high-profile  litigation  have  caused  BIA  staff  to  attempt 
to  avoid  responsibility  and  diminish  the  government's  trust 
responsibilities  "whenever  possible." 

Interior  has  yet  to  respond  to  requests  for  a halt  to  the  current 
process  and  is  expected  to  close  the  period  for  comment  as  scheduled. 

NCAI  and  ITMA  are  calling  on  tribes  to  submit  as  many  comments  as 
possible  to  slow  the  process  and  force  further  consideration  of  tribal 
positions . 

"The  proposed  regulations  will  have  a profound  effect  on  the  management 
of  fifty-four  million  acres  of  Indian  trust  lands  and  the  administration 
of  trust  funds  derived  from  those  lands,"  Chief  Tillman  said.  "The 
Department  of  Interior  must  initiate  a consensus  based  negotiated  rule- 
making  process." 
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Ironic  apology  U.S.  government's  mistreatment  of  American  Indians 
continues  today,  Navajo  leaders  say 
By  Marley  Shebala  Staff  Reporter 

WINDOW  ROCK  - Navajo  Nation  leaders  aren't  satisfied  with  an  apology 
from  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for  historical  massacres  and  the 
forced  relocation  of  American  Indians.  Navajo  Nation  Council  Speaker 
Edward  T.  Begay  said,  "It's  sad  that  Indian  people  had  to  wait  so  long 
to  get  this  apology  and  ironic  that,  when  it  finally  comes,  it  is  from  a 
federal  official  who  is  an  Indian  himself.  "The  entire  government  needs 
to  put  forth  this  apology  rather  than  an  Indian  accepting  moral 
responsibility  for  crimes  that  were  committed  against  Indian  people  by 
non-Indians,"  Begay  added.  Begay  and  the  council's  Government  Services 
Committee  Chairperson,  Ervin  Keeswood  Sr.,  also  noted  that  the 
mistreatment  of  American  Indians  by  the  federal  government  is  not  a 
problem  of  the  distant  past. 

The  Government  Services  Committee  has  oversight  responsibility  over  the 
Navajo  Nation  executive  offices,  which  includes  the  president's  office 
and  the  Division  of  General  Services.  Begay  said,  "The  chronic 
under-funding  of  Indian  programs,  the  lack  of  serious  economic 
development  initiatives  on  Indian  lands,  and  the  direct  attacks  on 
Indian  sovereignty  by  politicians  like  Slade  Gorton,  show  that  the 
attitudes  which  led  to  the  crimes  that  Mr.  Gover  is  now  taking  blame  for 
are  alive  and  well  in  American  political  society."  Keeswood,  Sr.  said, 
"What  Indian  people  really  need  are  assurances  that  there  has  been  a 
real  change  in  the  hearts  of  federal  politicians  so  that  this 
mistreatment  will  never  again  occur.  "Navajo  people  have  been  subjected 
to  forced  relocation  by  the  United  States  government  since  1975,  and 
it's  still  going  on  right  now  in  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands,"  he  said. 
Keeswood  was  referring  to  the  Navajo-Hopi-US  Land  Dispute,  which  the 
federal,  Navajo  and  Hopi  governments  claimed  had  ended  in  1997  with  the 
implementation  of  "accommodation  agreements"  - the  75-year  leases 
between  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  Navajo  families  on  Hopi  Partitioned  Land 
(HPL). 

Kee  Shay,  85,  a relocation  resister  living  on  the  HPL,  is  currently  in 
Hopi  tribal  administrative  court  fighting  an  exclusion  order  issued  by 
the  Hopi  Tribe  to  prohibit  him  from  continuing  to  live  on  his  ancestral 
homeland.  Keeswood  said,  "Gover 's  apology  is  about  historical 
mistreatment  and  what  Indian  people  need  is  to  have  an  end  to  the 
current  mistreatment.  We  don't  want  to  have  to  wait  for  another  apology 
in  another  100  years." 

Gover,  a Pawnee  Indian,  apologized  on  behalf  of  the  BIA  during  a 
ceremony  in  Washington,  D.C.,  that  marked  the  BIA's  175th  anniversary, 
which  was  attended  by  hundreds  of  American  Indian  leaders,  federal 
administrators  and  BIA  employees  on  Friday  (Sept.  8).  He  recalled  that 
from  the  very  beginning,  the  U.S.  used  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
which  later  became  the  BIA,  to  enforce  the  removal  of  the  southeastern 
tribal  nations.  Gover  said,  "By  threat,  deceit,  and  force,  these  great 
tribal  nations  were  made  to  march  1,000  miles  to  the  west,  leaving 
thousands  of  their  old,  their  young  and  their  infirm  in  hasty  graves 
along  the  Trail  of  Tears."  He  said,  "As  the  nation  looked  to  the  West 
for  more  land,  this  agency  participated  in  the  ethnic  cleansing  that 
befell  the  western  tribes.  War  necessarily  begets  tragedy;  the  war  for 


the  West  was  no  exception."  The  Navajo  Times  contacted  Navajo  Nation 
President  Kelsey  Begaye,  Hopi  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor,  Zuni  Gov.  Malcolm 
Bowekaty  and  the  White  House  for  their  comment  on  Gover's  apology  but 
none  had  responded  by  press  time. 

--  Carol  S.  Halberstadt,  Migrations  (carol@migrations.com)  Native 
American  art  and  crafts  http://www.migrations.com 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l. htm 
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Quebec  ponders  impact  of  Tobin's  departure  on  Churchill  hydro  talks 
Mon  Oct  16  17:26:00  2000  EST 

MONTREAL  (CP)  - Quebec  negotiators  working  to  develop  a massive 
hydroelectric  project  on  Labrador's  Churchill  River  were  left  to  wonder 
Monday  what  impact  Brian  Tobin's  resignation  as  Newfoundland  premier 
will  have  on  talks. 

The  project,  which  has  been  in  the  works  for  nearly  three  years,  was  in 
many  respects  Tobin's  baby. 

Promises  of  a framework  agreement  on  the  Churchill  development  and  the 
Voisey's  Bay  nickel  project  in  Labrador  were  the  centrepieces  of  Tobin's 
re-election  platform  in  February  1999.  He  left  federal  politics  in  1996. 

Many  Newfoundlanders  gave  him  their  vote,  having  faith  that  Tobin  was 
the  leader  most  capable  of  easing  some  of  the  acute  anger  many  still 
feel  over  the  first  financially  lopsided  Churchill  power  deal  reached 
between  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  in  1969. 

So  what  now? 

"It's  business  as  usual  for  us,"  said  Nicolas  Carette,  spokesman  for 
Hydro-Quebec . 

"It's  too  early  to  say  what  impact  this  might  have,"  Carette  said 
Monday. 

But  Tobin  leaves  his  post  for  another  run  at  federal  politics  with  his 
work  incomplete. 

Instead,  the  top-level  talks  will  be  left  in  the  hands  of  Beaton  Tulk, 
who  was  sworn  in  as  premier  shortly  after  Tobin  announced  his 
resignation  Monday. 

Tobin  and  Bouchard  have  a lengthy  political  relationship  that  dates  back 
to  1988,  when  the  two  sat  on  opposite  sid,  he'll  remain  premier  until  a 
leadership  convention  is  held. 

Last  spring,  the  premiers  issued  a joint  statement  saying  most 
engineering  and  environmental  work  would  be  put  on  hold  for  the  summer. 

Tobin  said  then  talks  would  also  be  put  on  hold  because  volatility  in 
deregulated  U.S.  electricity  markets  had  made  it  impossible  to  figure 
out  long-term  pricing. 

Carette  said,  however,  that  negotiations  continue.  He  would  not 
elaborate  on  how  close  a deal  might  be. 

Talks  have  not  resumed  between  Newfoundland  and  nickel  giant  Inco  Ltd. 
to  get  the  Voisey's  Bay  project  on  track  again. 

Negotiations  to  develop  the  deposit  were  brought  to  a standstill  last 
December,  when  Tobin  abandoned  talks  after  Inco  refused  to  guarantee  it 
would  keep  an  earlier  commitment  to  refine  the  Voisey's  Bay  ore  in 
Newfoundland . 


At  least  one  analyst  said  he's  not  convinced  a new  Newfoundland  premier 
will  return  the  Voisey's  Bay  project  to  the  fast  track. 

"Certainly  the  negotiations  have  been  a nightmare,  but  it's  very 
difficult  to  determine  whose  fault  it  is,"  said  John  Tumazos,  a 
securities  analyst  with  Sanford  C.  Bernstein  in  New  York  City. 

"We  probably  can't  say  things  will  get  better,  but  we  do  know  they 
can't  be  worse  because  there's  nothing  worse  than  no  progress." 

A spokesman  for  Inco  refused  to  comment  on  Tobin's  departure. 

"We've  always  had  an  open  dialogue  with  the  premier  and  his  cabinet  and 
we  look  forward  to  that  continuing,"  said  Derry  Rogers. 

"RE:  250  Indians  Walk  745  Miles  for  Peace"  
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Sunday,  15  October  2000 
Around  the  World 
MEXICO 

250  Indians  walking  745  miles  for  peace 

ACTEAL  - More  than  200  indigenous  Mexicans  who  fled  their  homes  after  a 
massacre  by  paramilitary  groups  three  years  ago  began  a long  march  for 
peace  yesterday  from  the  southernmost  state  of  Chiapas  to  Mexico  City. 

The  250  Tzotzil,  Tojolabal  and  Tzeltal  Indians,  all  barefoot  and  many 
carrying  babies  on  their  backs,  set  out  on  the  745-mile  walk  that  will 
take  them  from  the  highland  village  of  Acteal  to  the  Basilica  of  Guadalupe 
in  the  capital. 

Antonio  Gutierrez,  a spokesman  for  the  pilgrims,  said  the  group  will  ask 
for  the  virgin's  intercession  to  resume  dialogue  between  the  government 
and  the  Zapatista  National  Revolutionary  Army  "so  that  we  can  reach  a 
peace  with  justice  and  dignity." 
c.  copyright  The  Associated  Press 

"RE : Indian  Agencies'  Budgets  could  get  $475M  Boost"  
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Thursday,  5 October  2000 

Indian  agencies'  budgets  could  get  $475M  boost 
The  Associated  Press 

Cupboard  still  bare:  The  spending  bill  boost,  to  fund  health  and  social 
services,  is  $80  million  short  of  Clinton's  request. 

THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

WASHINGTON  - The  two  main  federal  agencies  serving  American  Indians 
would  get  an  11  percent  budget  increase  - including  money  to  rebuild  six 
crumbling  reservation  schools  - under  a spending  bill  poised  for  a Senate 
vote. 

The  spending  plan  would  add  $475.5  million  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  the  Indian  Health  Service,  which  fund  health  care,  education, 
law  enforcement,  transportation  and  other  services  for  about  2.5  million 
Indians . 

Spending  for  the  two  agencies  would  total  $4.7  billion  in  2001. 

The  $18.8  billion  Interior  Department  spending  bill  has  President 
Clinton's  backing  and  already  has  cleared  the  House.  A Senate  vote  was 
delayed  yesterday  by  a filibuster  by  Sen.  Peter  Fitzgerald,  R-Ill.,  who  is 
protesting  a provision  for  funding  an  Abraham  Lincoln  library. 

Tribal  leaders  say  they're  pleased  with  the  extra  money,  but  it  will 
take  many  more  years  of  similar  spending  hikes  to  solve  longstanding 


problems  of  poverty  and  federal  neglect. 

A few  of  the  556  federally  recognized  tribes  have  successful  casinos  but 
most  tribes  are  still  struggling  with  high  rates  of  unemployment , crime, 
drug  abuse  and  related  problems. 

"It's  going  to  take  a little  time  before  everything  gets  up  to  the  point 
where  it  should  be,"  said  Vincent  Pino,  governor  of  New  Mexico's  Zia 
Pueblo. 

The  jump  in  spending  on  Indian  agencies  is  nearly  $80  million  short  of 
the  increase  Clinton  sought.  Lynn  Cutler,  Clinton's  top  adviser  on  Indian 
issues,  said  she  was  disappointed,  given  that  the  overall  Interior 
spending  measure  is  $2.5  billion  larger  than  the  president  asked. 

"I  think  we  made  this  enough  of  a high-profile  issue  that  this  is  what 
happened,"  Cutler  said.  "We  are  happy,  but  we're  not  yet  popping  champagne 
corks . " 

One  of  the  most  dramatic  increases  was  for  construction  and  repairs  to 
reservation  schools. 

The  final  spending  plan  includes  about  $293  million  for  Indian  school 
construction,  more  than  double  the  $133  million  spent  this  year. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  funds  187  schools  serving  50,000  students 
on  63  reservations.  Those  schools  face  a $1  billion  backlog  of 
construction  and  repair  work. 

"RE : Oneidas  Give  Back  Federal  Money"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Oct  2000  08:03:27  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Oneidas  Give  Back  Federal  Money 
Forwarded  by  3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Oneidas  give  back  federal  money 
By  Associated  Press 
10/17/2000 

ONEIDA,  N.Y.  (AP)  For  a fourth  consecutive  year,  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation 
has  returned  federal  assistance  funds  to  the  government. 

Oneida  Representative  Ray  Halbritter  said  Tuesday  the  nation  had  been 
"successful  in  achieving  its  goals  of  enhancing  sovereignty  and  financial 
independence"  through  its  many  diversified  businesses  and  did  not  need 
federal  Tribal  Priority  Allocation  funds  from  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs . 

The  Oneidas  were  eligible  to  receive  $1.2  million  in  2001. 

In  1998,  the  Oneidas  became  the  first  tribal  government  in  the  United 
States  to  return  BIA  funds.  Since  then,  the  Oneidas  have  turned  down 
almost  $4.7  million  in  federal  assistance,  including  this  year's  total. 

BIA  Director  Kevin  Gover  said  the  Oneida's  decision  to  turn  down  federal 
funding  was  "the  ultimate  sovereign  act." 

The  Oneidas  own  and  operate  the  Turning  Stone  Casino  Resort  in  Verona. 

The  resort,  which  includes  a luxury  hotel,  convention  center  and 
championship  golf  course,  serves  three  million  visitors  annually. 

The  nation  also  runs  a string  of  gas  stations,  an  RV  park,  a T-shirt 
printing  factory,  and  recently  began  manufacturing  their  own  cashless 
electronic  gambling  machines. 

In  the  letter  returning  the  federal  money,  the  Oneidas  requested  that 
their  share  of  the  money  be  redistributed  among  other  New  York  tribes. 

"RE;  Indian  Land  Bill  Passes  Flouse"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Oct  2000  08:03:27  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Indian  Land  Bill  Passes  House 
Forwarded  by  3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Indian  land  bill  passes  House 
by  Samantha  Young 
Donrey  Washington  Bureau 
10-19-2000 


WASHINGTON  - Eastern  Oklahoma  Indians  would  be  able  to  file  property 
claims  with  the  federal  government  rather  than  seek  recourse  from  the 
state  courts  under  a bill  approved  Tuesday  in  Congress. 

The  House  unanimously  approved  the  bill,  sponsored  by  Rep.  A Watkins.  R- 
Okla.  However  the  Senate  is  unlikely  to  consider  the  measure  the  few  days 
remaining  in  this  year's  session.  The  bill  would  enable  members  of  the 
Muskogee  Creek.  Seminole.  Cherokee,  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Nations  to  file 
Indian  property  claims,  convey  land  and  apply  for  oil  and  gas  leases  with 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  Under  current  law,  an  Indian  family  who 
wants  to  probate  an  estate  must  hire  a lawyer  and  file  a probate  action  in 
court  to  determine  the  rightful  owners  of  the  land,  which  can  be  a costly 
process  said  David  Mullon.  associate  general  counsel  for  the  Cherokee 
Nation . 

"This  land  is  owned  mostly  by  poor  folks,  Indian  folks  who  don't  have 
the  money  to  probate  estates,"  Mullon  said.  That  fact  has  contributed  to 
numerous  generations  where  estates  aren't  probated  and  they  are 
fractionated."  Eastern  Indian  Oklahoma  families  are  the  only  tribal 
members  who  must  file  land  claims  in  state  courts,  unlike  Indians  in 
western  Oklahoma  and  the  rest  of  the  country  who  go  through  the  BIA.  The 
situation  dates  from  the  1840s  when  the  United  States  conveyed  Oklahoma 
land  to  the  five  tribes  giving  their  autonomy  from  federal  government. 
Subsequent  Indian  land  rights  passed  by  Congress  left  out  eastern  Oklahoma 
land  tribes  because  of  their  status.  Watkins  said  his  bill  would  restore 
equity  to  the  Oklahoma  tribes  Once  land  is  probated,  owners  can  claim  it, 
lease  it  and  start  to  make  a living  off  the  land. 

The  bill  would  affect  about  400,000  acres  - mostly  rural  land  - 
scattered  in  the  eastern  third  of  Oklahoma,  according  to  the  Cherokee 
Nation.  The  bill  also  would  prohibit  landowners  who  border  Indian  property 
from  claiming  Indian  land  through  a system  known  as  adverse  possession.  In 
the  past,  Indian  neighbors  who  have  staked  fences  on  Indian  property  have 
been  able  to  claim  the  land  if  the  Indians  did  not  argue  the  Ion  said.  The 
bill  also  would  streamline  and  simplify  oil  and  gas  leases  for  Indians  in 
eastern  Oklahoma,  said  lames  Inhofe,  R-Okla..  sponsored  the  bill  in  the 
Senate,  but  his  spokesman  said  he  would  not  push  it,  passage  this  year. 

"We  just  introduced  the  bill  a week  ago  and  the  senator's  feeling  is  it 
hasn't  gotten  the  appropriate  scrutiny  it  deserves  to  get  in  the 
legislative  process,"  Inhofe  spokesman  Gary  Hoitsrnan  said,  "We're 
expecting  the  bill  to  pass  next  year,  it  has  good  prospects. 

"RE : Montana  Moves  to  Tax  Indians"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Oct  2000  09:24:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : Montana  Moves  to  Tax  Indians 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSigna Is /Head lines/ showfull .asp? 

State  moves  to  tax  Indians 
OCTOBER  19,  2000 

A referendum  on  the  upcoming  ballot  in  Montana  proposes  to  impose  a state 
tax  on  tribal  members. 

Currently,  the  state  has  a motor  vehicle  tax  which  is  based  on  the  value 
of  the  vehicle.  But  the  state  attorney  general  says  this  tax  cannot  be 
imposed  on  tribal  members  because  of  federal  policy. 

However,  under  Legislative  Referendum  115,  the  tax  would  be  changed  to  a 
flat  fee.  This  has  led  state  officials  to  conclude  it  could  be  imposed  on 
tribal  members,  who  number  about  20,000  in  the  state. 

Get  the  Story: 

Tribal  members  forced  to  pay  vehicle  fee  under  LR-115 
(The  Billings  Gazette  10/19) 

Related  Stories: 

Tribe  takes  on  state  taxation  (Money  Matters  09/14) 

Tribe  wins  round  in  tax  case  (Money  Matters  9/12) 

Tax  bill  killed  (Money  Matters  07/20) 
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"RE ; N.M.  Tribe  to  get  $23M/4600  Acres"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Oct  2000  15:19:36  -0700 

From:  redorman@theofficenet.com 

Sub j : N.M.  tribe  to  get  $23M,  4,600  acres 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  skyl@goodnet.com  (Sky) 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

AZ  Daily  Star,  10/18/00 

N.M.  tribe  to  get  $23M,  4,600  acres 

WASHINGTON  - Congress  has  approved  giving  a New  Mexico  Indian  tribe  $23 
million  and  about  4,600  acres  to  settle  lawsuits  over  land  the  tribe 
claimed  under  a grant  from  the  king  of  Spain  more  than  300  years  ago. 

The  Santo  Domingo  Pueblo  had  argued  it  was  the  rightful  owner  of  52,000 
acres  of  federal,  state  and  private  land  near  its  reservation  between 
Albuquerque  and  Santa  Fe  in  northern  New  Mexico.  The  area  includes 
shrines  and  other  religious  sites  considered  sacred  by  the  4,600-member 
tribe . 

The  House  approved  the  settlement  on  a voice  vote  yesterday,  sending  it 
to  the  White  House  for  President  Clinton's  signature.  The  Senate 
approved  the  deal  earlier  this  month. 

. . . many  prayers  . . . 

William  "Sky"  Crosby,  director  E C C 0 
Environmental  and  Cultural  Conservation  Organization 
Tucson,  Az 

tel  520  749  0585 


This  is  a BIGMTLIST  post. 

To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com 
For  more  information  on  this  on-going  human  rights 
crisis  in  the  United  States,  visit  my  web  page  at 
http: //www.theofficenet . com/~redorman/pagea~l. htm 

To  post  to  the  list,  email  your  message  to  redorman@theofficenet.com. 
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From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Tribes,  federal  government  battle  over  Geronimo's  headdress  (Fwd) 
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Tribes,  federal  government  battle  over  Geronimo's  headdress 

Associated  Press 
Oct.  17,  2000  07:45 

PHILADELPHIA  - Two  American  Indian  tribes  and  the  U.S. 
government  have  gone  to  court  in  a battle  over  an 
eagle-feather  headdress  that,  according  to  folklore,  was  last 
worn  by  Apache  leader  Geronimo. 

After  a Georgia  man  tried  to  sell  the  headdress  over  the 
Internet  a year  ago,  the  FBI  seized  it  on  the  grounds  that 
trafficking  in  feathers  of  bald  and  golden  eagles  is  illegal. 

Leighton  Deming,  who  says  Geronimo  gave  his  grandfather  the 
war  bonnet  after  a historic  powwow  in  Oklahoma  in  1907, 
agreed  to  forfeit  the  artifact  in  exchange  for  probation. 

The  Mescalero  Apache  Tribe  in  southern  New  Mexico  was  first 
to  file  a claim.  The  tribe  says  Geronimo  was  the  acclaimed 
"war  chief  of  all  Apache  tribes"  and  the  headdress  would  make 
a fine  addition  to  their  museum. 


Two  weeks  later,  the  Comanche  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  put  in  its 
bid.  The  Comanches  argue  that  Apaches  did  not  wear 
long-feather  war  bonnets,  but  their  tribe  did  and  made  the 
one  seized  by  the  FBI. 

Comanches  say  that  even  if  Geronimo  wore  the  headdress,  it 
was  only  on  loan.  The  Comanches  never  would  have  given  a 
non-Comanche  an  item  of  "tremendous  religious  and  cultural 
significance,"  their  claim  said. 

Apache  attorney  lames  M.  Burson  said  the  dispute  has  required 
a "time-consuming  historical  investigation." 

"There's  virtually  no  one  alive  to  tell  us  the  actual 
instance  when  Geronimo  got  the  war  bonnet,  and  there  aren't 
any  kind  of  historical  documents,"  he  said. 

Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Robert  E.  Goldman  said  the  artifact 
would  either  go  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  for  display 
in  a museum  or  be  returned  to  the  tribe  that  can  prove 
ownership. 

The  case  has  been  filed  in  federal  court  in  Philadelphia 
because  that  is  where  Deming  was  caught  trying  to  sell  the 
bonnet  to  an  undercover  FBI  agent  for  $1.2  million. 

On  the  Net: 

Mescalero  Apache  Tribe: 

http: //www. sos . state. nm. us/ BLUEBOOK/me scaler o. htm 
FBI:  http://www.fbi.gov 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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filename="Metis  Justice" 

Metis  Hunt  for  Justice  Continues 
OTTAWA--Canadian  Aboriginal .Com 

The  Metis  National  Council  will  intervene  in  R.  vs.  Blais 
in  Winnipeg  on  Wednesday,  October  18,  2000. 

The  issue  currently  before  the  Manitoba  Court  of  Appeal  is 
whether  Metis  have  the  same  protection  of  harvesting  rights 
as  First  Nations  in  Manitoba. 

"The  Metis  continue  to  advocate  for  good  faith  negotiations; 
however  without  a process  in  place  for  those  negotiations  we 
have  no  alterNative  but  to  pursue  our  rights  in  the  courts", 
said  Gerald  Morin,  President  of  the  Metis  National  Council, 
"This  is  one  of  several  key  cases  currently  before  the 
courts,  which  the  Metis  National  Council  has  strategically 
chosen  to  support  because  of  its  potential  importance  for  all 
Metis . " 

Jean  Teillet,  the  lawyer  intervening  on  behalf  of  the  Metis 
National  Council  said  "Blais  is  a very  important  case  because 
it  addresses  the  constitutional  question  of  whether  Metis  are 
afforded  the  protection  as  "Indians"  under  Paragraph  13  of 
the  Natural  Resource  Transfer  Agreement,  1930." 

Ms.  Teillet,  who  is  the  great  grandniece  of  Louis  Riel,  added 
"both  Federal  and  Provincial  governments  must  realize  that  it 
is  in  everyone's  best  interest  to  negotiate  and  deal  with 
long  outstanding  issues  rather  than  generating  scenarios 
similar  to  what  was  witnessed  after  the  Marshall  decision  and 
the  on-going  conflict  in  Burnt  Church". 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service. 

c Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal. Com 

Please  send  comments  to  editor@canadianAboriginal.com 
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September  28,  2000 

Negotiations  between  the  Lubicon  Nation  and  the  Canadian  federal 
government  were  scheduled  to  restart  September  26  in  Little  Buffalo. 

However  the  meeting  did  not  take  place  as  planned  and  a new  date  had  to 
be  scheduled. 

The  federal  negotiating  team  informed  the  Lubicons  last  week  that  they 
would  only  be  available  for  a one-day  meeting  on  September  26th  to  resume 
negotiations  after  the  summer-long  suspension.  They  told  the  Lubicons  that 
other  commitments  made  a longer  session  impossible  for  the  federal  team. 
They  proposed  to  meet  for  "one  long  day"  by  chartering  a plane  to  nearby 
Peace  River  which  would  allow  them  to  stay  later  in  the  day  than  they  would 
normally  be  able  to  under  regular  airline  schedules.  The  Lubicons  agreed  to 
meet  with  the  federal  negotiating  team  for  "one  long  day"  to  get 
negotiations  underway  again. 

On  Tuesday,  September  26th,  the  Lubicons  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
federal  team  in  vain.  Chief  Federal  Negotiator  Brad  Morse  called  to  inform 
Chief  Ominayak  that  heavy  fog  at  the  Peace  River  airport  had  made  it 
impossible  for  their  chartered  plane  to  land.  After  periodic  calls  to 
report  their  status,  Morse  finally  called  around  3:30  pm  to  inform  the 
Lubicons  that  the  fog  had  lifted  and  the  federal  team  could  now  fly  to 
Peace  River  and  they  could  be  in  Peace  River  around  4:30pm.  However,  he 
said,  he  would  have  to  fly  out  again  by  7:30pm  at  the  latest.  He  asked 
that  the  Lubicons  meet  with  him  in  Peace  River  (about  an  hour's  drive  from 
the  Lubicon  community  of  Little  Buffalo)  rather  than  in  Little  Buffalo. 

After  consulting  with  the  assembled  community  members  who  had  been 
waiting  since  10:30  that  morning  to  observe  the  negotiations.  Chief 
Ominayak  spoke  to  Brad  at  4pm  and  told  Brad  Morse  to  come  back  another 
time  when  the  federal  team  would  have  more  time  to  meet.  Chief  Ominayak 
and  Brad  Morse  agreed  that  the  Lubicons  and  the  federal  negotiating  team 
would  meet  on  Tuesday  October  10th  in  Little  Buffalo. 

Public  pressure  on  the  federal  government  to  settle  Lubicon  land  rights 
continues  to  grow.  Lubicon  supporters  gave  the  public  information  campaign 
a boost  when  they  gathered  on  Parliament  Hill  in  Ottawa  that  same  day  to 
construct  a mock  Lubicon  reserve,  telling  the  federal  government  to  get  on 
with  the  job  of  settling  Lubicon  land  rights  and  building  a new  community 
at  Lubicon  Lake.  Press  coverage  related  to  that  demonstration  and  to 
debates  in  Parliament  regarding  Lubicon  land  rights  are  attached. 
+++++++++++++++++ 

Wednesday  27  September  2000 
Edmonton  Dournal 

Mock  reserve  set  up  at  Lubicon  protest 

Norm  Ovenden 

Dournal  Ottawa  Bureau 

It  was  Dean  Chretien's  turn  to  eat  his  words  when  he  was  reminded  Tuesday 
of  a 1993  pledge  to  seek  a quick  settlement  to  the  land  claim  by  the 
Lubicon  Cree. 

While  the  Canadian  Alliance  tried  to  embarrass  the  prime  minister  in  the 
Commons  for  failing  to  live  up  to  his  promises,  about  50  Ontario  and  Quebec 
supporters  of  the  impoverished  northern  Alberta  band  demonstrated  outside 


on  the  front  lawn. 

"Mr.  Chretien:  Respect  Your  Commitment"  read  one  sign  carried  by  an 
elderly  woman  at  the  protest,  which  included  a mock  reserve  constructed  of 
cardboard  houses,  a health  centre,  a schoolhouse  and  water  tower. 

"Let's  see  some  action.  Sixty  years  is  too  damn  long,"  shouted  Lubicon 
supporter  Len  Bush,  a representative  of  the  National  Union  of  Public  and 
General  Employees. 

Alliance  native  affairs  critic  Derek  Konrad  was  quieter  in  the  House  as 
he  read  a letter  Chretien  wrote  to  a citizens'  commission  in  Dune  1993, 
four  months  before  the  fall  election.  The  commission  was  appointed  by  the 
Alberta  New  Democrats  to  look  into  the  stalled  land  dispute  and  government 
promises  dating  back  to  1939. 

"Time  is  wasting,"  wrote  Chretien,  who  was  then  opposition  leader.  "We 
believe  that  the  (Tory)  government  has  reneged  on  its  fiduciary 
responsibility  to  the  Lubicon  people.  We  support  the  swift  resolution  of 
all  claims,  and  consider  the  Lubicon  claim  to  be  a priority." 

For  the  past  week,  Chretien  has  toyed  with  Stockwell  Day  by  pointing  out 
inconsistencies  between  what  the  Alliance  leader  now  proposes  and  what  he 
said  and  wrote  as  an  MLA  and  cabinet  minister  in  Alberta. 

Konrad  turned  the  tables  Tuesday  by  quoting  Chretien's  own  letter  back 
to  him. 

"Today,  the  Lubicon  are  so  sick  and  tired  of  waiting  that  they're  setting 
up  a reserve  right  on  the  front  lawn  of  Parliament,"  Konrad  said.  "The 
promise  the  prime  minister  made  in  1993  never  was  kept.  Was  it  just  a 
political  promise  to  win  an  election?" 

As  Chretien  looked  away,  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Bob  Nault  replied, 
saying  negotiations  resumed  Monday  in  Little  Buffalo,  450  km  northwest  of 
Edmonton,  between  the  band  and  federal  officials.  Talks  were  suspended  last 
May  after  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  was  angered  by  the  department's  plan  to 
cut  off  social  assistance  to  families  who  no  longer  live  at  Little  Buffalo. 

If  the  Alliance  wants  to  be  helpful,  it  should  work  to  convince  the 
Alberta  government  to  be  more  flexible  on  land  settlement  issues  needed 
to  establish  a 246-sq-km  reserve,  Nault  said. 

Supporters  of  the  Lubicon  have  vowed  to  make  the  lack  of  progress  an 
election  issue.  They  recently  bought  a $1,000  newspaper  ad  in  Nault's 
northern  Ontario  riding  in  an  effort  to  pressure  the  minister.  The  next 
day,  the  department  reversed  its  social  assistance  plan. 

The  bilateral  talks  are  expected  to  proceed  slowly.  Officials  meet  twice 
a month.  Even  if  a deal  is  struck,  the  talks  would  then  have  to  be  expanded 
to  include  the  Alberta  government  to  hammer  out  land  details. 
+++++++++++++++ 

September  26,  2000 

Grande  Prairie  Daily  Herald  Tribune 

Lubicon  supporters  'raise  the  issue'  with  Ottawa  demonstration 
DEB  GUERETTE 
Herald-Tribune  staff 

Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation  supporters  are  building  the  North  Peace  band  a 
home  community  today  - on  Parliament  Hill. 

Carrying  in  replica  community  buildings  made  of  extra-large  cardboard 
boxes,  "construction  workers"  set-up  a community  for  the  reserve-less  band 
on  Parliament  Hill  to  "show  Ottawa  how  to  do  it,"  Outaouais  Lubicon 
Solidarity  secretary  Kathryn  Gunn  said. 

"The  objective  is  to  raise  the  issue...  to  show  what  should  be 
accomplished,"  Gunn  said  from  her  Hull-area  home  Monday  as  she  put  the 
finishing  touches  on  a cardboard  school  bus. 

Other  OLS  members  and  Montreal-based  Amitie  Lubicons-Quebec  members 
prepared  a variety  of  buildings,  an  elders  home,  community  centre,  health 
clinic,  school  building,  band  council  office  and  even  water  tower,  for  the 
demonstration  village,  Gunn  said. 

About  100  Ottawa-area  Lubicon  supporters  were  expected  to  turn-out,  don 
hard  hats  and  help  set-up  the  community,  she  said. 

First  promised  a reserve  over  60  years  ago,  Lubicon  land  rights  need  to 
be  settled,  an  OLS  press  release  said. 

"Under  the  slogan  '60  years  is  too  long,'  grassroots  activists  are 
demanding  that  the  federal  government  fulfill  a 1939  promise  to  set  aside 


reserve  lands  for  the  Lubicon  Nation  in  Alberta/'  OLS  announced  Sunday. 

The  demonstration  took  place  in  Ottawa  as  negotiations  resumed  between  the 
federal  government  and  Lubicon  leadership  in  Little  Buffalo,  after  on-going 
talks  were  suspended  for  two-months  when  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada 
Alberta  regional  office  gave  notice  it  planned  to  withdraw  from  a 
20-year-old  social  program  funding  arrangement  with  the  band. 

INAC  minister  Robert  Nault  received  over  200  letters  of  concern  about  the 
Lubicon  before  the  regional  office  reversed  its  controversial  decision. 

New  Democrat  aboriginal  affairs  critic  Louise  Hardy  was  to  direct  a 
question  about  the  outstanding  Lubicon  land  rights  settlement  to  Nault  in 
the  House  of  Commons  while  the  demonstration  was  under  way  outside,  Gunn 
said . 


"RE : Pala  Indian  Tribe  Networks" 

Date:  Fri,  20  Oct  2000  16:15:38  -0700 
From:  Kimberly  Mann  Bruch  <kbruch@sdsc .edu> 
Sub j : Pala  Indian  Tribe  on  the  Internet 

the  story: 

http: //www. npaci . edu/on line/ v4. 21/pa la . ht ml 
http : //hpwren .ucsd.edu/ 

Kim  Bruch 


Kimberly  Mann  Bruch,  External  Relations 
UCSD  - San  Diego  Supercomputer  Center 
La  Holla,  California  92093.0505 
858.822.0977  (voice) 

858.534.5113  (fax) 
kbruch@sdsc.edu  (mail) 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
October  18,  2000 

UC  SAN  DIEGO  WIRELESS  NETWORK  PROHECT  COLLABORATES  WITH  PALA  BAND  OF 
INDIANS  FOR  EDUCATION  OPPORTUNITIES 

Remote  Native  American  Indian  Reservation  Gains  Access  to  High-Speed 
Internet  Service 

Located  at  the  foot  of  Palomar  Mountain  in  east  San  Diego  county,  the 
Pala  Indian  reservation  is  home  to  600  tribal  members  --  including 
more  than  150  children  who  attend  elementary  school  on  the 
reservation.  Until  last  month,  the  tribe  could  only  dream  of  access 
to  high-speed  Internet  connectivity;  however,  collaboration  with  a UC 
San  Diego  research  project  funded  by  the  National  Science  Foundation 
turned  a dream  into  reality.  UC  San  Diego  researchers  recently 
implemented  Phase  I of  the  educational  portion  of  the 
High-Performance  Wireless  Research  and  Education  Network,  and  the 
Pala  Tribe  is  already  developing  educational  programs  to  take 
advantage  of  the  new  technology. 

"By  providing  the  Pala  Learning  Center  with  high-speed  Internet 
access,  UCSD  has  opened  up  an  incredible  amount  of  opportunities  for 
our  tribe  and  its  future  generations,"  said  Robert  Smith,  Pala  Tribal 
Chairman.  "We  will  begin  classes  to  teach  both  the  older  and  younger 
generations  of  our  tribe  --  so  that  they  can  become  more  familiar 
with  the  many  opportunities  available  to  them  through  the  Internet." 

As  Smith  suggests,  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the  Pala  people  are  using 
the  high-speed  Internet  connectivity  is  to  educate  their  children. 
Doretta  Musick,  coordinator  of  the  Pala  Learning  Center,  is  working 
closely  with  the  San  Diego  Supercomputer  Center  (SDSC)  to  develop 
courses  that  will  allow  the  students  to  make  good  use  of  the  Internet 
and  foster  their  educational  objectives. 

"The  kids  are  excited  to  learn  more  about  the  Internet,  how  it  can 
help  them  complete  their  homework,  and  also  learn  new  skills,"  said 
Musick.  "Before  we  had  the  high-speed  access,  we  had  a dial-up 
connection  for  one  of  our  computers,  but  that  really  limited  what  we 
could  offer  the  students.  For  instance,  now  multiple  kids  are  able  to 


simultaneously  look  at  Web  sites  with  large  images  and  multimedia 
files.  It  makes  a world  of  difference  for  them  to  be  able  to  finally 
experience  virtual  museums,  libraries,  and  even  compare  their  own 
Pala  culture  with  those  of  other  American  Indian  tribes." 

Another  use  of  the  Pala  connectivity  involves  the  federally  funded 
Temporary  Assistance  for  Needy  Families  (TANF)  program  that  serves 
several  tribes  in  San  Diego  county.  While  TANF  already  provides  needy 
families  with  basic  computer  classes,  several  of  the  recipients  are 
interested  in  more  advanced  courses.  "Along  with  Doretta's  program, 
our  group  is  also  working  with  the  San  Diego  Supercomputer  Center  to 
create  a series  of  classes  for  TANF  recipients,"  said  Pam  Arviso,  a 
local  TANF  training  contractor.  "I  have  been  working  with  many  of 
these  tribes  for  more  than  20  years,  and  opportunities  like  the  UCSD 
project  do  not  come  along  very  often.  TANF  is  excited  about  offering 
more  educational  opportunities  to  the  recipients,  and  we  feel 
extremely  fortunate  to  be  a collaborator  within  this  project." 

Arviso  said  that  the  TANF  program  not  only  serves  the  Pala  tribe,  but 
also  other  nearby  tribes  --  including  the  Rincon  and  La  Holla 
reservations.  Both  Rincon  and  La  Holla  reservations  are  currently 
being  considered  as  future  deployment  sites  for  wireless  connectivity 
by  the  UC  San  Diego  researchers.  When  the  wireless  connectivity  is 
established  on  Rincon  and  La  Holla  reservations,  their  residents  will 
also  be  able  to  use  the  access  for  TANF  classes  and  classes  at  their 
Education  Centers,  which  serve  K-12  children. 

The  educational  outreach  efforts  affiliated  with  the  High-Performance 
Wireless  Research  and  Education  Network  are  only  one  component  of  a 
broader  spectrum  of  activities.  The  research  and  science  focus  of  the 
project  is  also  providing  field  researchers  and  remote  laboratories 
with  high-speed  Internet  connectivity.  One  such  recipient  of  the 
high-speed  connection  will  be  San  Diego  State  University's  Mount 
Laguna  Observatory. 

"SDSU  also  has  plans  to  build  a large  telescope,  and  the 
high-performance  Internet  connection  makes  the  possibility  of  remote 
observing  very  attractive  to  potential  academic  partners  outside  of 
California  who  might  help  build  the  telescope,"  said  Paul  Etzel, 
Director  of  the  Mount  Laguna  Observatory  and  Chair  of  the  SDSU 
Astronomy  Department. 

Similar  applications  for  the  wireless  connectivity  project  involve 
geophysical  research  (i.e.,  earthquake  sensors)  being  conducted  by 
the  Scripps  Institution  of  Oceanography,  as  well  as  ecological 
studies  taking  place  through  the  SDSU  field  station  programs  at  the 
Sky  Oaks  Field  Station  and  Santa  Margarita  Ecological  Reserve.  Both 
the  geophysical  and  ecological  research  occurs  in  east  San  Diego 
county,  and  the  wireless  connectivity  will  allow  field  scientists  to 
easily  transmit  data  collections  from  the  remote  field  sites  to  their 
campus  laboratories . The  implementations  of  these  connections  are 
currently  being  researched  and  deployment  is  expected  within  the  next 
few  months. 

Network  analysis  research,  including  methods  such  as  workload 
profiles  (passive  measurement  and  analysis),  and  performance  (active 
measurement  and  analysis),  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  important 
aspects  of  the  project.  Currently,  the  UC  San  Diego  researchers  are 
working  toward  better  understanding  of  the  application  needs  and 
performance  profiles,  while  continuing  to  evolve  the  network.  "As  new 
collaborators  join  the  project,  we  will  expand  the  capabilities  and 
uses  of  the  network  to  adapt  to  the  new  criteria,"  said  Hans-Werner 
Braun,  principal  investigator  of  the  High-Performance  Research  and 
Education  Network. 

"The  project  is  interesting  because  we  are  doing  specific 
performance-related  network  research  in  a wide-area  wireless 
networking  environment  that  enables  broadband  'last  mile  access'," 
said  Braun.  "But  at  the  same  time,  we  are  providing  real  connectivity 
services  for  the  day-to-day  activities  of  scientific  researchers  in 
disciplines  across  astronomy,  earthquake  monitoring,  and  ecology  - as 
well  as  to  remote,  under-served  educational  users  such  as  those  on 


the  Pala  Indian  reservation." 

SDSC  is  an  organized  research  unit  of  the  University  of  California, 

San  Diego,  and  the  leading-edge  site  of  the  NPACI.  SDSC  is  funded  by 
the  National  Science  Foundation  through  NPACI  and  other  federal 
agencies,  the  State  and  University  of  California,  and  private 
organizations.  For  additional  information  about  SDSC  and  NPACI,  see 
http://www.sdsc.edu/  or  contact  David  Hart,  dhart@sdsc.edu, 

858-534-8314. 

"RE : Indian  Women  to  Honor  Outstanding  Oklahomans"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Oct  2000  08:03:27  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Indian  Women  to  Honor  Outstanding  Oklahomans 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Indian  Women  to  Honor  Outstanding  Oklahomans 
Oklahoma  Indian  Times 
10-20-2000 

Ms  Indian  Oklahoma  and  3r  Ms  Indian  Oklahoma  will  assist  the  Oklahoma 
Federation  of  Indian  Women  in  honoring  Oklahomans  in  eight  categories  on 
Friday  November  3,  Nominations  for  the  award  will  be  accepted  until 
October  1,  2000.  And  should  be  mailed  to  OFIW  Awards,  POB  1698,  BA,  OK 
74013-1698.  The  Awards  Luncheon  will  be  held  at  12  noon  on  November  3 at 
the  All  Tribes  Community  Church  2501  E.  Archer,  in  Tulsa.  Award  categories 
include  the  following:  Nancy  Tsoodle  Achievement  Award  for  Outstanding 
Indian  female  student  (13-17),  Boyce  Timmons  Achievement  Award  for 
Outstanding  Indian  Male  Student  (13-17),  Alice  Timmons  Founders  Award  for 
an  Outstanding  Indian  or  Non  Indian  individual  who  has  founded  or  helped 
found  and  organization  for  Native  Americans,  Mary  Townsend  Crow  Service 
Award  for  Outstanding  Individual  Indian  or  non  Indian  who  has  gone  above 
and  beyond  the  call  of  duty  to  serve  Native  Americans,  Indian  Woman  of  the 
Year  for  an  outstanding  Indian  woman  who  has  devoted  time  and  effort  to 
the  Native  American  community.  (Must  be  a member  of  OFIW),  Indian  Mother 
of  the  Year  for  outstanding  Indian  mother  who  has  been  a positive  role 
model  and  pillar  of  strength  to  her  family,  (MUST  be  a member  of  OFIW), 
Outstanding  OFIW  member  show  has  gone  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty  to 
serve  and  benefit  the  OFIW.  Nominations  can  be  accepted  from  anyone. 

Should  be  by  letter  with  no  more  than  four  pages  of  additional 
documentation.  Mailed  to  the  above  address  or  contact 

"RE;  HOMELAND/A  Documentary"  

Date:  Wed,  4 Oct  2000  13:05:20  -0500 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : HOMELAND,  a documentary 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

On  November  16th,  2000,  HOMELAND,  a one  hour  documentary  about  four 
Lakota  families,  will  air  on  Channel  2,  Twin  Cities  Public  Television 
and  nationally  on  other  PBS  affiliates.  Check  local  air  time  listings 
at  www.itvs.org. 

HOMELAND,  recorded  over  three  years,  explores  what  it  takes  for  the 
Lakota  community  to  build  a better  future  in  the  face  of  tribal  and 
government  corruption,  scarce  housing,  unemployment  and  alcoholism. 
Intimate  interviews  with  a spiritual  leader,  a grandmother,  an  artist 
and  a community  activist  from  South  Dakota's  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation  reveal  how  each  survives  through  family  ties,  cultural 
tradition,  humor  and  a palpable  yearning  for  self-reliance  and 
personal  freedom. 

The  people  and  families  are: 

+ Michael  Little  Boy,  a spiritual  leader  in  his  community,  frequently 
holding  ceremonies  and  helping  people  through  Lakota  prayer. 


+ Thurman  Horse,  a young  artist  and  father  of  four  who  struggles  to 
raise  his  children  in  Cluster  HousingPa  reservation  style  ghetto. 

+ Marian  White  Mouse  believes  that  freedom  begins  by  living  on  one's 
own  landPbeing  self-sufficient  and  living  closer  to  the  earth. 

+ Doris  Eagle,  a 63  year-old  grandmother,  takes  care  of  her 
grandchildren  to  see  the  sacred  white  buffalo  calf  born  on  their 
reservation . 

HOMELAND  was  produced  and  directed  by  Jilann  Spitzmiller  and  Hank 
Rogerson  of  Philomath  Films,  in  association  with  Independent 
Television  Service  (ITVS).  Associate  Producer,  Jacqueline  Keeler 
(Nakota/Dineh) ; Music  by  Keith  Secola  (Anishinabe) ; Additional  music 
by  Ulali  and  Indigo  Girls. 

For  preview  tapes,  tune-in  postcards,  flyers,  and  press  releases, 
contact  Pamela_Calvert@itvs .org,  415/356-8383  X242.  Photographs, 
slides  and  screening  cassettes  are  available  through  Susan  Senk  at 
212/206-8974.  Downloadable  images  of  this  program  are  available  to 
press  at  www.itvs.org/pressroom/photos. 

Note:  Information  received  from  ITVS  press  mailing 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 
cseagle@tc . umn . edu 
Voice/Fax  612/377-4212 

"RE : Cherokee  Princess  Is  Tribal  Myth"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Oct  2000  09:40:49  -0500 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  10-18-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Cherokee  Princess  Is  Tribal  Myth,  Joke 
KNIGHT  RIDDER  NEWS  SERVICE 
October  17,  2000 

TAHLEQUAH,  Okla.  --  It's  inevitable  if  you're  American  Indian.  Somewhere, 
when  you  least  expect  it,  a non-Indian  person  will  step  up  and  say,  "My 
grandmother  was  a Cherokee  Princess,  I am  trying  to  find  out  how  to  become 
a member  of  the  tribe." 

The  speaker  always  assumes  that  all  American  Indians  know  each  other  and 
are  experts  on  tribal  enrollment.  The  question  can  come  from  the  mechanic, 
the  professor  at  a large  university  or  a next-door  neighbor. 

Descendants  of  the  famed  Cherokee  Princess  are  everywhere.  She  is 
elusive.  Few  who  tell  about  her  can  actually  remember  her  name.  But  she 
was  "quite  an  old  gal"  with  high  cheekbones  and  brown  skin.  "You  could  see 
the  Indian  in  her,"  they  might  say. 

It's  often  difficult,  but  if  you're  an  American  Indian,  be  polite,  try 
not  to  laugh  and  direct  the  person  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for 
more  information. 

The  mythological  Cherokee  Princess  is  a legend  in  Indian  country. 

Powwow  emcees  have  used  her  for  years  to  get  crowds  smiling.  A Cherokee 
Princess  joke  is  almost  guaranteed  to  get  an  audience  laughing,  often 
leaving  non-Indians  scratching  their  heads  as  they  try  to  figure  out  what 
is  so  darned  funny.  Those  who  reside  in  Indian  country  have  long  been 
known  for  their  subtle  humor,  often  dry,  sometimes  just  plain  silly.  They 
have  used  the  long-standing  stereotype  of  the  Cherokee  Princess  as  a part 
of  stories  and  jokes.  There  are  even  bumper  stickers  that  proclaim,  "My 
grandfather  was  a Cherokee  Princess.  It's  an  Indian  thing." 

Perhaps  no  tribe  has  been  so  maligned  or  misunderstood  as  the  Cherokee 
Nation  when  it  comes  to  tribal  enrollment.  With  more  than  200,000  members, 
the  nation  has  often  been  accused  of  enrolling  anybody  who  applies. 
Misconceptions  about  the  process  are  wide-ranging.  It  is  misunderstood  by 
Indians,  non-Indians  and  even  some  Cherokees. 

One  of  the  first  myths  that  can  be  debunked  is  that  of  the  Cherokee 
Princess . 

She  really  did  exist  . . . well,  sort  of.  In  years  past,  Cherokee  men 


had  an  endearing  term  for  their  wives.  Roughly  translated,  the  term  meant 
princess.  Many  Cherokee  people  say  they  believe  this  is  how  princess  and 
Cherokee  were  joined.  Thus  there  may  be  some  truth  to  the  myth.  The 
Cherokee  Princess  did  exist,  not  as  royalty  in  the  European  tradition,  but 
as  beloved  and  cherished  wives.  So  the  next  time  someone  says  they  descend 
from  a Cherokee  Princess,  you  may  be  able  to  reply,  with  pride,  that  you 
are  the  descendant  of  a darling  or  a sweetie  pie. 

In  spite  of  perceptions  that  come  from  the  princess  fable,  the  nation  is 
not  a monarchy.  As  early  as  the  1600s  and  1700s,  it  recognized  anyone  who 
lived  on  Cherokee  land  and  lived  by  Cherokee  laws  as  a nation  member, 
regardless  of  ethnic  or  racial  background.  Prisoners  and  slaves  were 
eventually  considered  members  of  the  tribe,  if  they  lived  as  the  Cherokee 
did . 

Historical  documentation  points  out  that  the  Cherokees  understood  the 
finer  points  of  integration  and  were  able  to  diminish  barriers  of  race  and 
ethnic  origin  long  before  the  Constitution  did.  But  that  very  ability  to 
accept  outsiders  may  have  added  to  the  later  confusion  over  enrollment. 

After  removal  from  their  homelands,  the  Cherokees  ended  up  in  what  is 
now  Oklahoma.  In  their  new  home  in  Indian  Territory,  they  continued  the 
practice  of  accepting  others  into  their  tribe.  Then  the  government  decided 
that  the  Cherokee  Nation  needed  to  be  organized. 

Between  1899  and  1906,  the  Final  Rolls  were  completed,  listing  those 
Cherokees  considered  tribal  members.  This  is  where  the  confusion  began. 

The  federal  government  didn't  have  the  final  say  on  who  appeared  on  the 
rolls.  The  Cherokee  government  worked  with  its  people  to  include  even  some 
who  were  against  the  rolls.  The  consensus  was  that  most  Cherokees  may  not 
have  liked  the  rolls  but  saw  the  danger  of  being  left  off.  The  rolls  gave 
Cherokees  an  identity  that  would  have  to  be  recognized  by  the  government. 

For  many  who  didn't  appear  on  the  rolls,  it  was  simply  a case  of  being 
in  the  wrong  place.  Many  Cherokees  settled  into  homes  away  from  Indian 
Territory  so  they  were  not  listed.  And  even  though  someone  may  be  a full- 
blooded  Cherokee,  they  wouldn't  be  eligible  for  tribal  enrollment  unless 
their  ancestors  appear  on  those  Final  Rolls. 

Genealogy  is  key  for  enrollment  with  the  Cherokee  Nation.  Instructions 
for  eligibility  are  available  on  the  nation's  Registration  Department  Web 
site,  www.cherokee.org. 

"RE : Officials  Ponder  Bison  Vaccination"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Oct  2000  08:03:33  EDT 
From:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

Sub j : Officials  Ponder  Bison  Vaccination 

This  seems  ridiculous  to  me.  Lea  in  GA  offered  to  help  with  this  about  3 
years  ago — and  got  no  repsonse. 

Helllloooooo  out  there,  any  one  listening??? 

From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[from  Pat  Morris.  Thanks!] 

http://www.billingsgazette.com/content/local/brucellosis.php 

Officials  ponder  bison  vaccination 
By  The  Associated  Press 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK  (AP)  - Federal  officials  are  seeking 
ways  to  vaccinate  bison  against  brucellosis,  a disease  that  Montana 
livestock  officials  worry  could  be  transferred  to  cattle. 

Possibilities  include  "bio-bullet"  vaccines  that  are  fired  from 
high-powered  pellet  guns  and  dissolve  after  penetrating  the  hides  of 
animals,  and  dropping  oral  vaccine  bait  from  helicopters. 

Brucellosis  can  cause  cattle  to  abort,  prompting  concern  the  disease 
could  devastate  Montana's  beef  industry  if  it  turns  up  in  cattle. 

Montana  livestock  officials  have  been  hazing  back  into  Yellowstone  the 
bison  that  wander  from  the  park  during  the  winter.  Bison  that  test 


positive  for  brucellosis  are  hauled  to  slaughter. 

To  get  around  the  problem  altogether,  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey's 
Biological  Resources  Division  is  working  with  the  National  Park  Service 
on  developing  a brucellosis  vaccine  and  a way  to  administer  it. 

Earlier  this  month,  regional  biologist  Thomas  Roffe  fired  bio-bullets 
into  several  bison  calves  and  yearlings  at  the  National  Bison  Range  in 
Moiese,  Mont. 

Preliminary  results  suggest  that  bio-bullets  do  not  consistently 
penetrate  tough,  thick  buffalo  hides  from  more  than  20  yards  away. 

"Even  at  20  yards  I am  not  sure  we  will  get  more  than  50  to  60  percent 
penetration,"  Roffe  said.  He  has  also  tried  shooting  at  30  and  50  yards. 

Bio-bullets  have  been  used  for  years  to  vaccinate  elk  herds  at  feeding 
grounds  just  north  of  Jackson.  However,  elk  have  much  thinner  hides 
and  are  accustomed  to  people. 

The  vaccinators  perch  on  feed  trucks  that  the  elk  follow  during  the 
winter,  said  Wayne  Brewster,  deputy  director  of  Yellowstone's  Center 
for  Resources. 

Yellowstone's  bison  have  not  been  fed  for  several  decades  and  are 
unaccustomed  to  being  close  to  human  beings,  Brewster  said. 

Ideally,  park  rangers  would  be  able  to  vaccinate  buffalo  from  50  yards 
away,  rather  than  20,  he  said. 

Also,  officials  want  to  be  sure  the  vaccine  and  delivery  technique  are 
safe  for  bison.  Current  vaccines  can  induce  abortions  among  bison. 

The  combined  problems  mean  it  could  be  20,  30  or  40  years  before  the 
infection  rate  among  Yellowstone's  2,800  buffalo  can  be  drastically 
reduced  by  vaccination,  he  said. 
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SUPREME  COURT  RE3ECTS  TRIBAL  GOVERNING  BOARD  PETITION 
LCO,  Wisconsin.  On  October  2nd  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
rejected  a petition  by  the  LCO  Tribal  Governing  Board  [TGB]  to 
review  a decision  of  the  Seventh  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in 
an  ongoing  tribal  voting  rights  case. 

The  case  was  brought  in  1996  by  Sandra  Thomas  and  other  tribal 
members  against  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for  wrongfully 
overturning  the  vote  of  the  LCO  People  in  a 1992  Secretarial 
election  to  amend  the  LCO  Constitution. 

In  1999,  the  Seventh  Circuit  ruled  that  Thomas  and  the  other 
plaintiffs  could  proceed  against  the  BIA  without  the  TGB  in 
the  lawsuit.  The  TGB  had  argued  unsuccessfully  both  to  the 
Seventh  Circuit  and  to  the  Supreme  Court  that  they  were 
necessary  to  the  lawsuit  but  could  not  be  joined  because  of 
sovereign  immunity  and  therefore  the  case  should  be  dismissed. 

The  case  has  now  been  remanded  to  the  district  court  for  a 
decision  on  the  merits  of  the  case. 

The  Long  Battle  for  Voting  Rights:  Thomas  v.  U.S. 

Under  the  law,  the  LCO  Tribe  may  seek  to  amend  its 
constitution  in  one  of  two  ways. 

Either  the  tribal  council  may  request  the  BIA  hold  a federal 
election  to  amend  the  constitution  by  passing  a resolution,  or 
the  LCO  People  directly  may  petition  the  BIA  to  hold  the 
federal  election  and  bypass  the  TGB. 

When  the  Tribe  by  the  LCO  People  directly  petitions  to  amend 
the  constitution,  the  federal  regulations  provide  that  a 


"Spokesperson  for  the  Petitioners"  is  appointed  . In  1991,  the 
LCO  People  petitioned  the  BIA  directly  to  hold  a federal 
election  to  amend  the  constitution  and  bypassed  the  TGB. 

Sandra  Thomas  was  then  appointed  the  official  Spokesperson  for 
the  Petitioners. 

In  1992,  the  BIA  held  the  Secretarial  election  and  the  LCO 
People  voted  to  amend  their  tribal  constitution.  The  election 
had  the  largest  voter  turn  out  in  LCO  history  and  the  two 
proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  were  overwhelmingly 
ratified  by  the  membership.  The  BIA  reviewed  and  approved  the 
election  within  the  statutory  time  limit  and  the  constitution 
was  officially  amended. 

Some  members  of  the  TGB,  however,  refused  to  accept  the 
results  of  the  election.  Though  the  45-day  time  limit  to 
review  the  election  had  expired,  some  members  of  the  TGB  still 

sought  to  overturn  the  election.  Four  members  of  the  TGB  in 

1992  voted  to  declare  the  election  "null  and  void."  The  BIA 
has  since  admitted  that  these  members  of  the  TGB  had  no 

authority  to  do  so.  Documents  turned  over  by  the  BIA  in 

discovery  show  that  members  of  the  TGB  also  sent  someone  to 
Washington  D.C.  to  meet  independently  with  government 
officials  to  overturn  the  election. 

The  Thomas  v.  U.S.  lawsuit  was  filed  in  1996  against  the 
United  States  and  BIA.  The  lawsuit  sought  to  reinstate  the 
prior  federal  approval  of  the  1992  Secretarial  election.  The 
amendments  in  1992  had  changed  the  criteria  for  tribal 
membership  from  a blood  quantum  to  lineal  descendancy  and  the 
other  changed  the  term  of  office  for  TGB  members.  Thomas 
argued  that  all  of  the  children  on  the  ancillary  roll  became 
eligible  for  full  membership  in  LCO  at  that  time  and  that  they 
should  have  been  eligible  Indian  programs  for  housing, 
education,  health  care  since  that  time.  By  illegally 
overturning  the  election  and  denying  these  tribal  children 
full  membership,  Thomas  argued,  the  BIA  had  violated  its  trust 
responsibility  to  the  LCO  People. 

The  recent  tribal  referendum  in  April  of  this  year  confirmed 
that  the  tribal  membership  still  supports  this  change  to 
lineal  descendancy.  (Lineal  Descendency  is  based  on  a direct 
relationship  between  a parent  and  child,  excluding  other 
family  relationships  such  as;  grandparents  etc.) 

With  the  case  past  several  procedural  hurdles,  the  legal 
issues  are  now  squarely  before  the  court.  The  district  court 
now  will  decide  whether  the  BIA  officials  had  authority  to 
issue  the  decision  overturning  the  election,  whether  the  BIA 
had  authority  to  impose  a blood  quantum  requirement  on  tribal 
members  for  voting  in  future  federal  Secretarial  elections, 
and  whether  the  BIA  violated  its  trust  responsibility  to  the 
LCO  People  when  it  overturned  the  election. 
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Indian  tribes  reach  agreement  on  remains 
Associated  Press 
Oct.  17,  2000  16:08 

DENVER  - The  remains  of  350  unidentified  Indians  stored  in 
the  basement  of  the  Colorado  Flistory  Museum  for  the  past 


century  will  be  returned  to  12  Indian  tribes  under  an  unusual 
agreement . 

Instead  of  waiting  for  state  museum  officials  to  sort  out  the 
identities,  the  tribes  are  working  together  to  return  the 
remains  to  their  proper  homes,  said  Ute  Mountain  Ute  Chairman 
Ernest  House  Sr. 

"In  the  Indian  world,  once  the  remains  are  not  turned  back  to 
the  Earth  where  it  came  from,  there  is  a soul  that  is  still 
out  there  still  wandering  out  on  the  Plains,"  he  said 
Tuesday. 

The  remains,  ranging  from  skeletons  to  bone  fragments, 
represent  bodies  that  were  discovered  during  construction 
projects,  erosion  and  farming  since  Colorado  became  a state 
in  1876,  said  Lt.  Gov.  Doe  Rogers,  who  helped  broker  the 
agreement . 

The  1990  Native  American  Grave  Protection  and  Repatriation 
Act  requires  remains  to  be  returned  to  tribes,  but  it  imposes 
strict  requirements  on  those  listed  as  culturally 
unidentifiable  to  make  sure  they  are  returned  to  the  proper 
tribe  since  tribal  customs  vary. 

Museum  officials  have  returned  four  sets  of  skeletal  remains 
over  the  past  10  years  to  the  Ute  and  Pawnee  tribes. 

They  have  several  hundred  more  boxes  of  remains  from  Pueblo 
Indians  who  lived  hundreds  of  years  ago  in  southwest  Colorado 
that  will  not  be  covered  by  the  agreement.  Those  will  remain 
in  a special  vault  in  the  museum  basement. 

Other  tribes  signing  the  agreement  included  the  Northern 
Utes,  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma,  the 
Comanche  Tribe  of  Oklahoma,  the  Fort  Sill  Apache  Tribe,  the 
Kiowa  of  Oklahoma,  the  Northern  Cheyenne,  the  Northern  Ute, 
the  Pawnee  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  the  Oglala  Sioux,  the  Rosebud 
Sioux,  and  the  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  of  North  Dakota,  the 
Mandan,  Hidatsa  and  Arikara.  All  of  the  tribes  passed  through 
Colorado  at  one  time  or  another. 

The  tribes  hope  to  have  a ceremony  next  spring  to  turn  over 
the  remains  for  burial.  House  said. 

They  plan  to  identify  all  the  remains  before  burying  them,  a 
task  that  could  be  difficult  since  DNA  testing  requires  a 
distant  relative,  and  the  tribes  are  not  sure  where  to  start. 

Nationwide,  some  14,000  human  remains  have  been  returned  to 
tribes  under  the  1990  law  out  of  200,000  that  had  been 
identified  nationally  as  of  last  year. 

On  the  Net: 

Museum:  http://coloradohistory .org/colorado- hi story- museum 
Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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I watched  a program  called  American  Dustice  today.  It  happened  to  be 
about  a subject  I've  seen  quite  a bit  of  on  the  internet  lately.  A 
subject  that  I have  been  wanting  to  know  more  about  so  I could  make  an 
informed  decision.  Titled  "Murder  on  a Reservation"  it  was  a story 
involving  Leonard  Peltier. 

It  seemed  to  be  a well  balanced  story  giving  both  sides  of  the  story.  I 
found  it  interesting  that  following  the  trial  of  the  other  two  activists 
arrested  for  the  deaths  of  the  FBI  agents,  where  they  were  acquitted, 
the  Dudge  at  Mr.  Peltiers  trial  barred  some  defense  evidence  from  being 
presented.  Evidence  that  was  crucial  in  the  acquittal  of  the  defendants 


at  the  earlier  trial.  Also  interesting  was  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
FBI's  evidence  would  appear  to  be  manufactured  or  contradictory. 

Viewing  the  FBI's  story,  the  agents  chased  a car  onto  the  reservation. 
Later  it  was  said  they  were  chasing  a van.  No  it  was  a faded  red  Deep. 
Another  version  of  the  government  story  , it  was  a truck.  Ok  so  the 
government,  who  were  in  contact  with  the  agents  by  radio,  have  changed 
the  story  4 times  about  who  they  were  actually  chasing.  After  a gun 
battle  when  more  agents  finally  entered  the  reservation  they  saw  at 
least  ten  armed  Indians  running  over  a hill.  Yet  they  only  targeted  the 
three  AIM  activists  for  investigation  and  arrest. 

What  about  the  proof  used  to  link  Mr.  Peltier  to  the  crime?  The  only 
eye  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  young  men  16  years  old,  also  testified 
that  they  identified  Mr.  Peltier  only  after  long  interrogations 
involving  threats  and  coercion.  Ah,  but  the  FBI  found  the  murder  weapon, 
an  AR-15  belonging  to  Leonard  Peltier.  They  found  it,  along  with  the 
agents  weapons,  in  the  possession  of  someone  else.  Flope  they  never  find 
a gun  of  mine  in  the  possession  of  someone  else  who  may  have  used  it  in 
a crime.  The  FBI  lab  linked  this  AR-15  to  the  crime  after  matching  shell 
casings  to  the  gun.  After  the  trial  however,  FBI  memo's  obtained  through 
the  freedom  of  information  act  show  that  this  was  not  so.  This  weapon 
did  not  match  evidence  at  the  scene.  The  FBI  replied  that  this  was  a 
prelinminary  report  and  one  shell  found  in  the  trunk,  tested  4 months 
later,  did  indeed  match. 

Since  his  conviction  he  has  appealed  many  times.  All  of  the  appeals 
have  been  rejected,  ludges  who  reviewed  the  case  for  appeal,  however,  have 
stated  that  while  they  could  not  reverse  the  decision  on  legal  grounds, 
they  also  believe  he  is  innocent.  They  have  written  to  congressman  such 
as  Senator  Inouye  and  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  asking  them  to  work  toward 
clemency  for  him. 

The  FBI  still  has  lots  of  memoranda  and  evidence  that  it  will  allow 
no  one  to  see.  Officially  they  state  they  are  keeping  it  for  future 
prosecutions.  Prosecution  of  who?  They've  closed  the  case.  Mr.  Peltier 
can't  be  tried  twice  for  the  same  crime  can  he?  What  do  they  not  want 
seen?  FBI  agents,  active  and  retired  are  still  actively  working  to  keep 
him  in  jail.  They  have  taken  out  full  page  ads  identifying  him  as  a 
brutal  remoreseless  killer.  They  run  websites  and  information  campaigns 
against  any  kind  of  parole  or  pardon.  Does  this  sound  like  an  impartial 
agency  running  an  unbiased  investigation? 

Is  Leonard  Peltier  innocent  or  guilty?  Whatever  you  may  think  it  seems 
clear  he  was  railroaded  by  a government  agency  hungry  for  someone  to  pay 
for  the  crime.  Two  of  their  own  were  killed  and  by  their  own  admission 
someone  has  to  answer  for  it.  Is  this  justice  in  America? 

To  contact  the  list  owner,  use  stephenL@indiana.edu 

For  information  on  available  lists,  other  list  options,  and  other 

generally  useful  information,  visit 
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Canadian  Aboriginal  News 
RCMP  secret  report  dangerous 
By:  Kenneth  Deer  Eastern  Door 

The  recently  discovered  secret  report  by  the  RCMP  which  cites  increased 
Native  militancy  because  of  recent  court  decisions  reeks  of  self-serving 
babble.  In  order  to  justify  its  subversive  actions  against  Native  peoples 
and  demands  for  increased  funding,  the  RCMP  uses  any  argument  it  can 
muster  to  meet  its  own  ends. 

The  increased  activity  by  Natives  are  the  result  of  years  of  abuse, 
subversion,  oppression,  fraud,  deception  and  violations  of  our  basic 


rights.  The  recent  court  decisions  that  have  benefited  the  Native  peoples 
are  supposed  to  help  us  empower  ourselves  and  share  in  the  natural 
resources  of  our  lands  and  waters.  However,  this  new  power  is  being 
reigned  in  by  the  governments  and  their  police  forces.  The  more  they  try 
to  reign  in  our  rights,  the  more  'militant'  Native  peoples  will  become. 
There  should  be  no  mystery  about  that. 

The  RCMP  is  very  eager  to  blame  the  court  system  for  the  problem  of 
increased  Native  militancy.  The  RCMP  should  be  only  too  willing  to  enforce 
the  court  orders  that  emanate  from  their  decisions.  But  by  blaming  the 
court  for  increased  activism,  the  RCMP  are  undermining  the  very  court 
they  are  duty  bound  to  uphold.  It  appears  that  the  RCMP  are  warning  the 
court  system  to  back  off  from  making  decisions  favourable  to  Native 
peoples  because  it  could  cause  an  increase  of  violence  in  Canada.  If  is 
this  indeed  the  case,  this  is  unacceptable:  the  RCMP  should  cease  and 
desist  from  any  suggestion  that  they  are  threatening  the  court  system  and 
its  judges  by  connecting  their  decision  to  Native  violence.  The  RCMP  are 
obligated  to  uphold  and  respect  the  legal  system  they  have  made  their 
pledge  to.  In  that  spirit  the  RCMP  should  be  reminded  that  the  Native 
peoples  are  the  ones  that  have  won  these  court  cases  not  the  Federal 
government.  The  courts  have  found  the  governments  to  be  in  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  Native  peoples  living  in  Canada,  not  the  Natives.  The 
RCMP  should  be  watching  the  governments  and  how  they  are  violating  our 
rights,  and  act  accordingly.  However,  this  is  not  the  case.  The  RCMP 
will  not  investigate  nor  take  the  initiative  even  to  study  the  role  that 
governments  have  in  stealing  our  lands  and  our  resources.  They  will 
probably  argue  that  this  is  a political  issue  and  not  a criminal  one.  A 
convenient  argument.  However,  when  we  exercise  our  rights  as  recognized  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  we  are  quickly  criminalized  and  not  given 
the  benefit  of  bringing  up  a political  issue. 

The  RCMP's  secret  report  is  a confirmation  of  their  subversive  role:  to 
oppress  the  Native  peoples  in  Canada  even  when  the  court  system  upholds 
our  rights.  You  will  not  see  the  RCMP  charge  the  Federal  or  provincial 
governments  of  any  violations  of  our  rights  because  they  do  think  that 
that  is  a crime.  This  is  just  another  example  of  the  institutionalized 
racism  that  permeates  Canadian  society.  It  is  not  a crime  for  governments 
to  deny  the  Mi'kmaqs  their  right  to  hunt,  fish  and  gather  for  over  a 
century  because  it  is  a political  decision.  But  it  is  a crime  for 
Mi'kmaqs  to  exercise  that  right  and  they  are  arrested  because  of  it. 

After  the  Marshall  decision,  the  government  is  not  arrested  for  denying 
the  Mi'kmaq  their  right  to  hunt,  fish  or  gather,  but  the  Mi'kmaq  are 
still  arrested  for  exercising  that  right. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  Native  'militancy'  is  growing?  The  system  in  its 
current  state  does  not  work  for  Native  people.  We  don't  see  justice  or 
fairness  And  the  RCMP  are  just  a tool  to  continue  the  injustice  that  they 
perpetuate. 
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New  Amnesty  International  Site  for  Peltier  Clemency 
From:  buffalowoman@LAMERE.NET 
Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 

I received  this  the  other  day  and  thought  it  would  be  of 
interest  to  all.  Once  signed  into  this  new  program  there  is  a 
self  generated  letter  to  President  Clinton  requesting  Clemency 
for  Leonard  Peltier  and  a request  for  a response  from  the 
president.  An  excellent  site! 


Dear  Member  of  Amnesty  International  USA's  Government  Action 
Network: 

We  have  been  spending  the  last  several  months  building  a new 
website  for  the  Government  Action  Network: 
www.amnestyusa.org/government  and  new  software  for  online 
letter-writing.  The  new  system  will  match  you  to  your 
Congressional  District  and  send  you  email  alerts  when  we  need 
you  to  take  action  on  urgent  legislation  or  when  we  need  the 
administration  to  take  action.  By  clicking  on  a link  in  the 
alert,  you  will  be  taken  to  our  website,  where  you  will  be 
able  to  take  action. 

You  will  be  added  to  the  system  within  the  next  few  days,  and 
you  will  receive  an  email  explaining  how  to  access  the  system. 

It  will  contain  an  initial  password  that  you  can  use  to  check 
and  update  the  information  we  have  for  you.  Depending  on  how 
you  joined  the  Government  Action  Network,  we  may  be  missing 
some  of  the  information  that  we  need  to  make  sure  that  you 
receive  your  alerts,  and  to  make  sure  that  they  are  signed 
correctly . 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  us. 

Doe  Baker  Grassroots  Advocacy  Director  Amnesty  International 
USA 

actioncenter@aiusa . org 

Respectfully  Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service, 
c Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal. Com 
Please  send  comments  to  editor@canadianAboriginal.com 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  9 October  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 
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Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Stevens,  Anthony 
#276-306 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/6/67 
Ancestry:  Sioux 

Stiles,  Sam 
#247-202 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Ancestry:  Kiowa 


Stevens,  Tracy  Scott 
#315-672  WTFN  7-E-7 
1453  15th.  St. 
Pineville,  LA  71360 
Date  of  Birth:  8/14/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Sullivan,  Rodney  Lee 
#BX7016  C/B#3 

10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/8/67 


Stevenson,  Danny  Doe 

#180-053 

PO  Box  5500 

Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/9/45 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Tatsch,  Robert  Scott 
CN5578 

10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  2/5/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Navaho 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 

Janet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  Janet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Jail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640449,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : New  Theories  on  Anasazi"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Oct  2000  20:13:53  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : New  theories  on  Anasazi:  Entire  villages  moved  farther  than  thought 
......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------/ 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/a rizona /a rticles/1017anasazil7. html 
New  theories  on  Anasazi 

Entire  villages  moved  farther  than  thought 
By  Robert  Weller 
Associated  Press 
Oct.  17,  2000 

Newly  discovered  evidence  suggests  that  the  Anasazi  who  abandoned  the 
Four  Corners  area  centuries  ago  moved  faster  and  farther  south  than 
previously  thought. 

Researcher  Stephen  Lekson  of  the  University  of  Colorado  says  evidence 
does  not  directly  support  claims  of  cannibalism,  but  it  indicates  "things 
were  falling  apart,  and  there  was  village  on  village  violence." 

Work  by  other  researchers,  released  last  month,  indicates  cannibalism 
was  practiced  among  the  Anasazi,  who  once  dominated  the  Four  Corners 
region  of  Arizona,  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Utah.  Lab  tests  of  human 
excrement  found  human  remains. 

Lekson ’ s work  may  require  yet  another  revision  of  the  standard  history 
of  the  Anasazi.  Anthropologists  long  ago  rejected  the  popular  theory  that 
the  Anasazi,  now  called  Puebloans,  abandoned  their  irrigated  corn  fields 


without  a trace.  They  believe  they  migrated  south  gradually  because  of 
drought,  war  or  overpopulation.  Even  hard-to-reach  cliff  dwellings 
apparently  couldn't  protect  them. 

Navajo  and  Hopi  people  say  the  Anasazi  are  their  ancestors.  Scientists 
now  use  the  term  Puebloan  people  because  Anasazi  means  "ancient  enemy"  in 
the  Navajo  language. 

Lekson  says  his  team  has  found  evidence  of  a swift  migration  of  up  to 
250  miles  to  southern  New  Mexico  around  1300.  Research  indicates  a major 
drought  began  about  1150. 

"It  looks  like  whole  villages  may  have  picked  up  and  moved  south 
together,  not  just  a smattering  of  families,"  said  Lekson,  museum  and 
field  studies  curator  for  the  University  of  Colorado  Museum  of  Natural 
History. 

"The  standard  model  (of  Anasazi  history)  is  still  true  in  many  cases," 
Lekson  said.  He  said  droughts  don't  explain  the  whole  story,  because  they 
had  lived  through  worse  ones.  "It  sure  looks  like  everybody  leaves  in  a 
hurry,  not  that  everybody  was  chased  out." 

Lekson  reported  finding  three  very  similar  ruins  - Gallinas  Springs, 
Pinnacle  Ruin  and  Palomas  Creek  - on  the  west  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  River 
roughly  between  the  cities  of  Socorro  and  Truth  or  Consequences.  One  site 
had  500  rooms. 

"We  are  looking  at  three  fairly  sizable  settlements  in  southern  New 
Mexico  from  the  14th  century  that  look  very  much  like  Mesa  Verde,"  he  said. 

The  most  characteristic  evidence  found  at  all  three  sites  is  the  typical 
"Mesa  Verde  black-on  white"  pottery  scattered  about.  Lekson  and  his  team 
first  began  working  on  one  of  the  sites  in  1998. 

Lekson  and  graduate  students  Curtis  Nepstad-Thornberry  and  Brian  Yunker 
surveyed  a site  called  Pinnacle  Ruin  in  Dune  and  found  tantalizing 
evidence  that  a village-sized  group  from  the  Mesa  Verde  region  settled 
there  in  the  14th  century. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Rustywire:  Baby  Love"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Mar  2000  03:37:17  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Baby  Love 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

It  was  a nice  day,  the  summer  long  ago  and  a few  friends  of  mine  took 
me  to  Phoenix.  We  were  headed  to  the  Coliseum  there. 

There  was  a conflict  brewing  far  off  and  there  was  the  term  1-A,  and 
someone  pulled  a December  date  out  of  a jar  I guess  and  it  came  up  12. 
Letters,  and  notices  and  life  changing  things  were  going  to  happen  and 
some  had  to  take  a break  and  visit  strange  and  far  off  lands.  Graduation 
was  done  and  of  the  38  senior  boys,  12  got  their  notices. 

The  Coliseum  was  at  the  state  fair  grounds,  we  went  to  Encanto  Park  and 
rented  a couple  of  canoes  and  paddled  around  the  place.  We  found  a place 
to  eat,  somewhere  on  Central.  The  night  found  us  with  cheap  seats,  way 
way  up  high,  the  third  row  from  the  top. 

The  show  began  and  we  could  see  those  slender  young  ladies  way  down 
there  with  long  white  dresses  and  long  white  slinky  gloves  singing  those 
Motown  songs  we  came  to  know  by  heart.  They  sounded  good  and  after  a 
while  we  could  see  there  were  empty  seats  down  there.  As  each  song  was 
sung,  we  found  ourselves  transported  by  magic  closer  to  those  lovely 
ladies.  It  was  as  if  we  were  in  a trance  taking  us  to  places  we  had  not 
been.  When  intermission  came,  we  were  sitting  there,  somehow  in  the 
second  row  from  the  stage. 

We  could  see  the  sequins  reflecting  in  the  light,  the  twinkle  in  their 
eyes,  and  they  came  over  to  us.  There  were  a few  chairs  sitting  empty 
someplace  near  the  middle  and  we  carried  these  to  the  aisle,  center  row 
and  sat  there  transfixed,  four  rez  boys  on  a lark.  Those  young  women,  the 
Supremes  came  off  the  stage  and  walked  over  to  us,  and  they  were  so  near 
we  could  touch  them.  I can  still  hear  those  sweet  voices,  silky  they 


were  and  later  when  I think  about  them,  those  guys  who  were  with  me,  I 
wonder  if  they  remember  that  time  like  me,  when  those  simple  words.  Baby 
Love  were  real  and  it  brings  back  a good  summer  day  from  long  ago. 

Where  are  these  young  men  now.... I am  sorry  to  say,  one  killed  himself 
some  years  ago,  the  other  I have  lost  touched  with  and  my  friend  Lonnie, 
was  found  in  December  in  a park  in  Colorado  after  a cold  night.  I did  not 
know  he  was  gone  until  by  chance  I saw  his  sister  who  told  me  he  passed 
away  in  December,  but  back  then  we  just  sat  there  thinking  about  how 
things  would  be,  our  lives,  hopes  and  dreams  and  the  sweet  sound  those 
girls  made  when  they  sang  their  songs 

- "RE:  Poem:  From  Earth  to  Water"  

Date:  9/3/00  6:02:42  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  ethome@nbnet.nb.ca  (ethome) 

Sub j : from  earth  to  water 

To:  ShngSprt@aol.com 


Dedicated  to  stopping  world  wide  destruction  of  natural  resources. 

The  Deer  Hunter's  Elegy 
by  Eric  Lewis  True 

After  a rain,  after  a branch  soaked  journey, 

I sit  near  a clear  cut  watching  silt  filled 
water  lazily  run  off  the  open  yard. 

I stare  at  the  torn  floor 

my  thinking  fractured  by  the  damage 

and  I imagine  a small  deer 

watching  from  the  trees  in  the  distance 

a lonely  spikehorn, 

safely  from  me. 

The  ground  is  overchurned  brown  mixed  with  green,  trampled 
remains,  beyond  all  repair. 

Wind  scrapes  the  earth  with  a shrill  voice,  tempest 

over  the  desolate  barren  waste 

and  I pull  out  my  clip  held  bullets. 

Inside,  my  heart  stopped  the  hunt 

I think  trying  to  get  it  straight;  that  once 

there  was  shelter  here  to  house  and  feed 

kindred  souls,  gypsy  hearts,  while  heaven's  cool  rains 

would  fully  quench  all  yearning  thirsts  and  tenants 

felt  the  moisture  washing  their  blood. 

It's  because  of  this, 
that  I sit  here  in  this  torture 
with  my  thoughts  clinging  to  life  - 
and  feel  disconsolate. 

The  commercialized  death  of  this  once  existing  growth 

germinates  a dark  and  looming  gloom 

that  grows  from  this  pervading  to  destruction. 

In  my  head,  I see  a hidden  ghost  of  sheer  complacency, 
while  bold  capitalism  on  wheels  with  knives 
drives  onward  through  forests  with  persistance, 
processing  mechanical  politics. 

Yet  I sit  here  still  alive, 
no  escape  from  the  eyesore. 

I try  to  imagine  their  fear  of  the  roar  and  fumes 
their  kindred  all  dispersed,  running 
away  from  ravished  homelands  as  their  space 
shrinks,  and  their  home  is  lost. 


But  the  truth  remains  unchanged. 

The  truth  hides  only  as  long  as  it  takes  to  hurt 

and  the  deer  runs  farther  to  live 

where  the  forest  still  stands 

until  his  churning  stomach  and  craving 

hunger  drive  him  out 

into  a final  solution, 

behind  fences  so  ghastly  unreal.  Nowhere 
left  to  run,  species  all  forced  from  shelter  - 
and  with  this  vision  across  this  bare  moonscape 
and  with  this  wind  swept  air 

lashing  emptiness  in  front  of  me,  the  truth  starts  to  hurt. 

This  message  was  created  by  a concerned  citizen  trying  to  use  a powerful 
force,  (www)  to  encourage  others  to  continue  to  think  about  extremely 
important 

enviromental  issues. 

If  you  have  any  problem  with  this  message  feel  free  to  contact  me  at  the 
enclosed  email  address. 

inspired  by  Delbert  Clendenning  and  Lacoot  Lake  Area. 
copyrightELTRUE2000@E3BlG9 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  16  Oct  2000  06:21:33  -0700 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  29-November  4 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

29 

The  leaves  sigh  with  the  wind's  caress. 

30 

In  knowledge  lies  the  greatest  power. 

31 

The  moon  is  my  guardian  on  this  night  of  nights. 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

November  was  the  first  month  of  the  Hoo-ilo  season,  which  ran  from  November 
through  April.  This  month  marked  the  season  when  people,  for  sport,  darted 
arrows  made  of  the  flower  stalk  of  the  sugar-cane. 

1 

Know  your  own  heart  as  no  other  can. 

2 

The  reward  for  all  endeavors  is  self-satisfaction. 

3 

Give  others  the  praise  you  would  covet  for  yourself. 

4 

Time  is  our  enemy  only  if  we  make  it  so. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  a Dead-Language  Debate"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Oct  2000  08:18:55  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Speak,  Cultural  Memory:  A Dead-Language  Debate 
Forwarded  by  Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 


Speak,  Cultural  Memory:  A Dead-Language  Debate 
By  ALEXANDER  STILLE 
c.  NY  Times 
September  30,  2000 

Over  the  last  seven  years,  Dessie  Little  Doe  Fermino,  a member  of  the 
Mashpee  tribe  on  Cape  Cod,  has  been  on  a single-  minded  mission  to  revive 
the  language  of  her  ancestors,  Wampanoag,  the  one  that  greeted  the 
Pilgrims  when  they  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock  and  that  gave  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  its  name.  But  when  she  applied  to  the  National  Endowment  of 
the  Humanities  for  a grant  to  create  a Wampanoag  dictionary,  she  was 
turned  down. 

The  apparent  reasons:  the  Wampanoag  language  has  not  been  used  in  about 
100  years,  the  known  descendants  of  the  original  speakers  number  only  2, 
500  and  Ms.  Fermino  is  trying  to  make  a spoken  language  out  of  a language 
that  until  recently  existed  only  in  documents,  many  of  them  from  the  17th 
century. 

"We  got  great  reviews  from  the  specialists,  but  the  panel  of 
nonspecialists  hated  it,"  Ms.  Fermino  said. 

Daryl  Baldwin,  who  is  reviving  the  language  of  the  Miami  Nation  in 
Indiana  and  raising  his  children  in  it,  said  he  had  met  with  a similar 
mixture  of  encouragement  and  skepticism:  "I've  run  into  people  who  say, 
'I'll  give  you  an  "A"  for  effort,  but  you're  never  going  to  revive  that 
language.'  " The  last  native  speaker  died  in  1962,  leaving  no  audiotapes 
of  his  speech,  so  Mr.  Baldwin  had  to  go  to  graduate  school  in  linguistics 
and  work  from  documents  to  try  to  create  a Miami  grammar  and  recreate  the 
spoken  language. 

In  the  face  of  doubts  and  many  difficulties,  the  revival  of  indigenous 
languages  is  a growing  movement  among  Native  American  groups  from  Hawaii 
to  Cape  Cod,  and  it  is  fast  becoming  a new  subspeciality  in  the  field  of 
linguistics  as  well.  "We  no  longer  use  the  term  'dead'  language  ? we  now 
speak  of  them  as  'dormant,'  " said  Leanne  Hinton,  a professor  of 
linguistics  at  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  which  recently 
sponsored  its  fourth  annual  "Breath  of  Life  California  Language 
Restoration  Workshop."  Participants  in  the  workshop  are  busy  preparing 
dictionaries,  grammars  and  education  programs.  Similar  initiatives  have 
taken  root  at  the  Universities  of  Arizona  and  Oregon  and  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology. 

There  are  211  indigenous  languages  still  extant  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  but  only  20  of  them  are  spoken  by  the  youngest 
generation  of  their  communities.  The  rest  may  well  face  oblivion  in  the 
next  50  years.  Only  one,  Navajo,  has  more  than  100,000  speakers,  and  it, 
too,  is  declining  among  the  young.  "All  211  are  in  danger  of  extinction," 
said  Akira  Yamamoto,  a professor  of  linguistics  at  the  University  of 
Kansas  who  works  each  summer  at  the  University  of  Arizona's  language 
reclamation  institute. 

But  even  as  the  language  revival  movement  is  picking  up  steam,  some 
scholars  outside  of  linguistics  are  questioning  whether  people  should  try 
to  save  endangered  languages  at  all.  "Languages  have  died  throughout  human 
history  - our  own  language  bears  little  resemblance  to  the  English  of  the 
15th  century,"  said  Michael  Blake,  a professor  of  philosophy  at  Harvard 
University,  who  recently  published  a broadside  attack  on  the  movement  to 
protect  endangered  cultures  in  Civilization  magazine.  "It  is  not 
immediately  clear  to  me  why  we  should  try  to  preserve  them,"  he  said  in  a 
telephone  interview. 

One  reason,  Mr.  Yamamoto  said,  is  aesthetic:  languages,  like  animal 
species,  contribute  to  the  richness  and  diversity  of  the  world:  "If  you 
speak  English,  you  have  one  world;  if  you  speak  Navajo,  you  have  another 
world."  For  example,  Mr.  Yamamoto  points  out,  in  the  Algonquin  family  of 
languages,  noun  endings  are  divided  into  two  basic  categories:  animate  and 
inanimate. 

So,  while  Romance  languages  separate  nouns  by  gender,  the  Algonquin  sees 
the  world  in  terms  of  things  that  have  spirit  and  things  that  do  not.  And, 
Mr.  Yamamoto  adds,  "This  is  reflected  in  their  culture." 

Mr.  Blake  said  it  might  be  sad  to  lose  languages  but  that  sometimes  it 
is  a necessary  price  to  pay  for  progress  and  freedom  of  choice  in  society: 


"I  think  we  can  acknowledge  a sense  of  loss,  but  I think  these  are  losses 
that  we  suffer  as  a free  people,  when  we  decide  what  norms  to  adopt  and  to 
leave  behind.  There  are  reasons  that  these  languages  are  dying  out,  that 
members  of  these  communities  have  decided  to  assimilate,  and  those  reasons 
have  to  be  respected,  too." 

But  supporters  of  language  revival  respond  that  the  idea  of  "freedom  of 
choice"  is  highly  problematic,  especially  in  the  case  of  American  Indian 
languages,  which  were  frequently  aggressively  suppressed.  "As  an  Indian, 
to  hear  about  languages  'dying'  or  becoming  'extinct'  hits  at  our  core," 
said  Mr.  Baldwin.  "The  federal  government  has  always  wanted  Indian  people 
either  to  become  extinct  or  to  assimilate." 

The  history  of  the  Hawaiian  language  is  an  example.  It  was  spoken  almost 
universally  in  Hawaii  until  the  islands  were  annexed  by  the  United  States 
in  1898.  The  Hawaiians  had  adapted  their  language  to  written  form,  used  it 
as  the  language  of  government  and  begun  translating  much  of  world 
literature  into  it.  But  with  annexation,  Hawaiian  was  suppressed.  It  had 
dwindled  to  about  1,500  fluent  native  speakers  by  the  1980' s,  when  a group 
of  professors  at  the  University  of  Hawaii  at  Hilo  began  a concerted  effort 
to  reclaim  it. 

They  set  up  a preschool  in  which  elderly  Hawaiian  speakers  taught  the 
language  to  the  children.  Gradually,  by  adding  a new  grade  each  year,  they 
succeeded  in  creating  a preschool-to-high  school  system  in  which  Hawaiian 
is  the  primary  language  of  instruction. 

But  wouldn't  it  be  more  useful  for  young  Hawaiians  to  learn  languages 
like  Spanish  or  French,  which  are  spoken  by  millions  of  people,  rather 
than  a language  used  by  only  a few  thousand?  And  are  language  revival 
programs  holding  youngsters  back  from  acquiring  the  skills  they  need  to 
succeed  in  mainstream  society?  Mr.  Blake  said  that  the  children  "are  going 
to  lose  some  of  the  opportunity  that  English  education  gives  them." 

Advocates  answer  that  students  in  the  Hawaiian  program  score  slightly 
higher  in  standardized  tests  than  native  Hawaiian  students  from  English- 
language  schools.  And  the  program's  first  graduates  to  enter  college  all 
passed  their  English  composition  tests. 

Diane  Ravitch,  a professor  of  education  at  New  York  University,  is  a 
frequent  critic  of  progressive  educational  fads,  but  she  has  a strongly 
positive  view  of  language  revival.  "I  think  cultural  retrieval  is  an 
important  thing  that  people  need  to  go  through,  as  long  as  it  is  voluntary 
and  the  children  also  learn  English,  which  they  need  to  go  to  college," 
she  said.  "The  language  sustains  their  culture  and  their  link  with  the 
past,  which  is  an  important  aspect  of  who  we  are." 

Ms.  Ravitch  pointed  out  that  her  own  grandchildren  were  attending  a 
school  where  instruction  is  half  Hebrew  and  half  English.  "The  revival  of 
Hebrew  is  one  of  the  great  stories  of  linguistics  of  modern  times,"  she 
said,  adding: 

"I  find  the  argument  that  we  should  do  nothing  to  preserve  languages  and 
culture  toxic.  Otherwise,  we  are  just  left  with  mass  culture,  pop  culture 
and  the  whims  of  the  marketplace." 

"RE : World's  Dying  Languages"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Oct  2000  08:03:27  -0500 

From:  "lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : World's  Dying  Languages,  Alive  on  the  Web 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

World's  Dying  Languages,  Alive  on  the  Web 

Audio  clips  in  endangered  and  rare  languages  are  available  online. 

By  MICHAEL  POLLAK 
c.  NY  Times 
October  19,  2000 

CHUMAWI:  there  are  10  elderly  speakers  of  this  language  left  in  northern 
California.  Kiowa  Apache:  18  speakers  in  western  Oklahoma.  Comanche:  854 
speakers,  most  of  them  middle-age  or  older  in  western  Oklahoma.  Alawa:  17 
to  20  fluent  speakers  in  northern  Australia.  Manx:  became  extinct  during 
the  1900 's  as  a native  language  on  the  Isle  of  Man. 


These  statistics,  taken  from  the  Web  site  for  Ethnologue 
(www.sil.org/ethnologue),  a reference  work  on  the  world's  more  than  6,000 
oral  languages,  represent  only  a tiny  fraction  of  those  that  are 
endangered,  dying  or  dead.  Language  extinction  is  often  the  flip  side  of 
progress;  as  the  world  draws  closer  together,  some  regional  differences 
fade  to  a distant,  then  a lost,  memory. 

Some  organizations  equate  the  extinction  of  a language  with  the  loss  of 
a biological  species,  and  they  are  trying  to  call  attention  to  the  need  to 
record  and  preserve  as  many  threatened  tongues  as  possible. 

"As  languages  and  the  cultures  they  express  continue  to  thrive,  so  do 
their  relationship  with  the  environment,"  said  Luisa  Maffi,  the  president 
of  Terralingua,  an  international  advocacy  organization  that  supports 
research  and  education  about  linguistic  and  biological  diversity  (www. 
terralingua .org) . "If  the  environment  is  disrupted,  people  can  no  longer 
learn  from  it,  and  conversely  if  cultural  change  comes  in  and  people  adopt 
a different  language,  like  a major  language,  and  different  cultural  habits 
the  knowledge  they  developed  about  the  environment  may  become  irrelevant, 
and  they  may  not  care  about  the  traditions  the  way  they  used  to." 

Terralingua  has  links  to  a vast  array  of  language  Web  sites  as  well  as  a 
map  showing  the  correlation  between  linguistic  and  biological  diversity. 

It  publishes  a quarterly  newsletter,  Langscape. 

A simple-to-use  but  very  extensive  index  is  the  Yamada  Language  Center 
site  from  the  University  of  Oregon  (babel.uoregon.edu/yamada  /guides . html) 
It  offers  information  or  learning  materials  on  about  115  languages, 
including  Cherokee,  Dakota,  Gaelic,  Hawaiian,  Inuit,  Iroquois,  foreign 
sign  languages?  and,  for  "Star  Trek"  fans,  Ferengi  and  Klingon.  (Yes, 
"real"  vocabularies  and  grammars  were  created  for  them.) 

Many  Web  sites  about  endangered  languages  focus  on  the  technicalities  of 
linguistics,  but  relatively  few  have  audio  examples  of  the  languages 
themselves.  Two  that  do  are  www.ohwejagehka.com/index.html,  which  has 
sound  clips  of  the  Six  Nations  of  the  Iroquois,  and  www.smo.uhi.ac. 
uk/gaelg/goo,  a site  with  Manx  sound  clips.  (Manx,  like  its  extinct 
relative  Cornish,  is  being  learned  anew  as  a second  language.) 

At  the  Words  and  Images  site  (www.hollowear.com/gallery/word-image.html) 
Elly  Sherman,  an  artist  and  poet,  has  had  one  of  her  poems 
translated  into  80  languages.  Two  of  them  are  playable  on  the  site  ? the 
versions  in  Saami,  a language  of  northern  Scandinavia,  and  Guarani,  spoken 
in  Paraguay  and  to  a lesser  extent  in  Brazil. 

The  International  Dialects  of  English  Archive,  an  audio  site  run  out  of 
the  University  of  Kansas  (www  .ukans.edu/~idea),  is  an  interesting  site 
for  training  the  student's  ear,  although  it  does  not  deal  with  rare 
languages.  Created  mainly  for  actors  and  other  performers,  it  suggests  an 
untapped  possibility  for  rare  languages  on  the  Internet.  Dozens  of  English 
speakers  from  around  the  world  speak  the  same  brief  passage  in  their 
different  accents.  The  Creolist  Archives  from  the  University  of  Stockholm 
(www.ling.su.se  /creole/speech . html)  has  audio  files  of  English,  French 
and  Portuguese  creoles  and  pidgin  tongues. 

The  House  of  the  Small  Languages  says  it  plans  to  serve  as  a collection 
of  audio  files  of  rare  languages  (www  .burgaud.demon.nl/index.htm).  A 
recent  Language  of  the  Week  feature  focused  on  Luiseno,  a La  Holla  Indian 
language  of  Southern  California  with  about  43  speakers  left,  according  to 
the  1990  census. 

Aboriginal  Languages  of  Australia,  a site  sponsored  by  the  University  of 
Melbourne  (www.dnathan.com  /VL/austLang. htm) , lists  resources  and 
background  on  Aboriginal  Australian  languages,  many  of  them  extremely  rare 
One  audio  link  is  a site  on  Hiwarli,  a language  of  western  Australia  whose 
last  native  speaker.  Hack  Butler,  died  in  1986. 

Clicking  on  "stories"  in  the  Hiwarli  site,  you  can  listen  to  three  short 
talks  by  Mr.  Butler:  a mythological  tale,  a description  about  how  hunters 
would  kill  an  echidna  and  a reminiscence  about  an  aged  uncle. 

Another  Aboriginal  audio  file  has  musical  selections  of  Tjapukai 
(www.tjapukai.com.au/welcome.htm).  On  other  sites  in  the  Melbourne  index, 
you  can  hear  singing  in  Yindjibarndi  and  Yorta  Yorta.  And  a selection  from 
a CD  of  the  band  Yothu  Yindi  presents  some  rousing  Aboriginal  rock 
(www.yothuyindi.com) . 


RE:  Traditional  Leaders  Conference 


Date:  Tue,  17  Oct  2000  23:35:39  EDT 

From:  Wlndhorse@aol.com 

Sub  j : URGENT  IMPORTANT  INVITATION 

Gary,  I hope  you  can  pass  this  on  right  away.. time  is  short,  but  I just 
got  it: 

Best  to  you  and  yours, 

Wlndhorse 

<< 

Maharishi  University  of  Management  has  just  announced  the  First  Conference 
of  Traditional  Leaders  and  Founding  of  the  World  Federation  of  Traditional 
Leaders,  to  be  held  October  20-27,  2000,  in  Vlodrop  Flolland.  Tribal  Leaders 
are  invited  to  attend  this  historic  conference  and  delegations  will  be 
coming  from  Africa,  Australia,  Bali,  Latin  America,  and  Flawaii.  We  would 
also  like  to  have  tribal  leaders  attend  from  North  America. 

The  conference  will  present  the  University's  vision  of  a Global  Country 
of  World  Peace  and  programs  to  eliminate  poverty  and  create  economic 
self-sufficiency  through  the  development  of  agricultural  resources  in  local 
tribal  lands.  The  University  will  also  present  the  practical  knowledge  of 
Natural  Law  to  restore  the  dignity  and  integrity  of  life  in  every  culture. 

If  you  already  have  contacts  with  native  tribes  in  North  America,  please 
respond  immediately  to  your  Time  Zone  Administrators  with  brief  biographical 
information  about  the  tribal  leaders  you  would  be  inviting.  In  the  meantime, 
since  time  is  short,  maybe  make  preliminary  inquiries  to  see  if  the  tribal 
leaders  would  be  interested  or  available  to  attend.  Additional  information 
is  provided  below.  Please  send  name  of  tribal  elder  or  chief  (leader),  name 
of  tribe,  location,  state,  and  country.  If  possible,  please  include  phone 
number,  fax  number,  and  email  information.  Tribal  leaders  are  asked  to 
please  bring  their  tribal  dress  to  the  conference.  The  University  will 
provide  housing  and  meals  for  delegatesduring  the  conference.  Participants 
should  provide  their  own  travel  to  and  from  the  conference  in  Vlodrop, 
Holland.  Flights  should  go  into  Brussels,  Belgium  or  Dusseldorf,  Germany. 
Tribal  elders  or  leaders  are  all  welcome  to  attend  this  conference  but 
must  contact  Tom  and  Kathy  Brooks,  (828)  263-0840,  before  making  final 
travel  arrangements . 

also  fax  information  to  Maharishi  University  of  Management,  (515)  472-1189 
or  (828)  263-0312. 

Thank  you  for  your  timely  response  to  this  wonderful  invitation  to  preserve 
cultural  integrity  in  the  Global  Country  of  World  Peace. 

3ai  Guru  Dev 

Maharishi  University  of  Management  invites  Tribal  Leaders  to  participate 
in  the  First  Conference  of  Traditional  Leaders  and  Founding  of  the  World 
Federation  of  Traditional  Leaders  from  October  20-27  in  Vlodrop,  Holland 

This  round  table  conference  will  bring  together  tribal  leaders  from  all 
over  the  world  to  think  together  about  restoring  Natural  Law  in  the  life  of 
every  native  people  to  promote  success,  good  fortune,  good  health  and  peace 
in  the  world  family.  We  appreciate  the  aspirations  of  the  ancient  spiritual 
cultures  of  the  world  who  have  lived  in  accord  with  Natural  Law  and  have 
wanted  to  live  in  a world  of  peace. 

The  tribal  chief  has  a hereditary  status  of  parental  role  for  his  people 
and  this  has  existed  everywhere  in  the  world.  We  have  seen  in  many  countries 
around  the  world  that  traditional  groups  have  suffered  from  the  cultural 
invasion  of  their  life  by  foreign  powers. 

With  the  resulting  loss  of  connection  to  Natural  Law  in  each  culture. 

Mother  tongue  and  other  traditional  aspects  of  life  have  been  damaged  and 
life  has  suffered.  We  want  to  live  in  a natural  cultural  dignity  of  our 
peaceful  cultural  heritage.  We  want  to  protect  and  restore  the  ancient 
peaceful  dignity  of  the  undermined  chiefs  in  the  world. 

His  Holiness  Maharishi  Mahesh  Yogi,  founder  of  Maharishi  University  of 
Management  and  his  worldwide  Transcendental  Meditation  Movement  has 
inspired  the  declaration  of  a Global  Country  of  World  Peace.  All  tribal 
communities  throughout  the  world  are  themselves  invited  to  be  part  of  the 


Global  Country  of  World  Peace. 

We  are  establishing  a University  of  World  Peace  to  provide  the  scientific 
understanding  of  the  Unified  Field  of  Natural  Law,  discovered  by  modern 
science  and  the  programs  to  enliven  Natural  Law  in  the  life  of  everyone  in 
society.  This  will  provide  a platform  for  permanent  world  peace.  We  will 
enjoy  diversity  on  the  basis  of  unity  in  life.  Every  peaceful  nation  today 
is  encouraged  to  proclaim  that  it  also  is  a Global  Country  of  World  Peace. 

This  First  Conference  of  Traditional  Leaders  will  be  broadcast  throughout 
the  world  on  the  eight  satellites  of  Maharishi  Open  University  and  it  will 
be  the  inspiration  to  the  whole  world  family. 

We  have  a beautiful  world  and  will  decorate  it  with  perpetual  peace  on 
earth  and  this  will  be  the  foundation  of  Heaven  on  Earth. 

>> 

You  must  be  the  change 

you  wish  to  see  in  the  world. 

-Mahatma  Ghandi- 

<A  HREF=3D"http : //hometown . aol . com/wlndhorse/" >AvalokitesvaraCompassion</A> 
http : //hometown . aol . com/wlndhorse/ 

"Never  doubt  that  a small  group  of  committed  citizens  can  change  the  world. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  only  thing  that  ever  has." 

Margaret  Mead 

Always  bear  in  mind  that  your  own  resolution  to  succeed 
is  more  important  than  any  other  one  thing. 

-Abraham  Lincoln- 

10HN  HAGELIN  FOR  PRESIDENT 
FINALLY!!  A Reason  to  Vote!! 
http://www.natural-law.org 

<A  HREF=3D" http: //www. natural -law.org" >http: //www. natural -law. org</A> 

YOU  WILL  SEE  30HN  ON  THE  BALLOT  FOR  THE  INDEPENDENCE  PARTY! 

<A  HREF=3D"http: //www2 . petitiononline.com/Clemency/petition . html"> 

Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier  Petition</A> 

http : //www2 . petitiononline . com/Clemency/petition . html 

May  whatever  merit  I have  accumulated  become  a cause  of  enlightenment 
for  all. 

Phramahha  Supichaya 

- "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  22  October  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy . org) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Thu,  21  Sep  2000  11:03:08  -0500 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : OSU  Fall  Benefit  Powwow 

Native  American  Student  Association  Sponsors  Fall  Benefit  Pow  Wow 
The  Native  American  Student  Association  (NASA)  of  Oklahoma  State 
University  is  sponsoring  its  annual  fall  benefit  pow  wow  on  Saturday, 
October  28,  2000  in  the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development  Building 
which  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Hall  of  Fame  and  Washington  Streets.  The 
purpose  of  the  fall  benefit  pow  wow  is  primarily  to  provide  support  for  its 
annual  spring  contest  pow  wow  and  spring  Native  American  Heritage  Week  and 
to  crown  the  NASA  Princess  for  2000-2001  academic  year. 

Pow  wow  principals  include  the  head  man  dancer  Michael  Hyatt  of  the 
Osage  and  Quapaw  Tribes;  the  head  lady  dancer  Kim  Waters  of  the  Creek  and 
Choctaw  Tribes;  the  head  gourd  dancer  Cody  Revard  of  the  Osage  and  Kaw 
Tribes;  the  master  of  ceremonies  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface  of  the  Ponca  Tribe; 
the  arena  director  Wes  Hudson  of  the  Otoe/Missouria  and  Kiowa  Tribes;  and 


head  singer  Kevin  Dawes  of  the  Ottawa  Tribe.  The  Color  Guard  is  the  Ponca 
Post  Buffalo  #38  from  Ponca  City,  OK. 

The  program  will  consist  of  gourd  dancing  at  3:00  PM;  a supper  break 
at  5:00  PM;  more  gourd  dancing  at  6:00  PM;  and  the  grand  entry  at  7:00  PM. 
Arts  & crafts  vendors  and  all  drums  are  welcome.  For  further  information, 
please  contact  Rachel  at  (405)  743-3796  or  the  Multicultural  Development 
and  Assessment  Center  at  (405)  744-5481 


Date:  Mon,  23  Oct  2000  12:48:31  -0500 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Events  Upcoming 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

SOVEREIGNTY:  The  Health  of  the  Matter 

The  state  of  health  care  for  American  Indians  in  Minnesota 
October  31  & November  1,  2000 
Radisson  Plymouth  Conference  Center 
Presented  by: 

Mn.  Dept,  of  Human  Services 

Mn.  Dept,  of  Health 

Mn.  Indian  Affairs  Council 

In  cooperation  with  with  Minnesota  Tribes  and  the  Indian  Health  Service 
For  more  information: 

Office  of  SpecialEvents  Planning 

200  Centennial  Office  Bldg./  685  Cedar  Street 

St. Paul,  Mn.  55155-1603 

Fax  651-215-9428 

651-215-6021 

For  Booth  Space  contact  3o  Maniaci  651-296-9016 

Frederic  Weisman  Art  Museum-University  of  Minnesota-Twin  Cities  East  Bank 
campus 

"What  Frank  Big  Bear  Taught  Me:  an  Indian's  Struggle  with  the  20th  Century 
in  America"  Jackie  Thompson  Rand 
Saturday,  October  28,  2000  at  2:00pm 
William  G.  Shepard  Room 

This  Slide  lecture,  Jackie  Thompson  Rand  will  discuss  how  the  work  of 
Frank  Big  Bear  prompted  her  own  reconciliation  with  the  experiences  of 
American  Indian  people  in  the  late  20th  century.  By  confronting  the  clash 
between  modern  American  Indian  life  and  the  distorted  and  false  histories 
of  what  it  means  to  be  an  Indian. 

Jackie  Thompson  Rand  is  an  assistant  professor  in  history  and  American 
Indian  and  Native  Studies  at  the  University  of  iowa.  Rand,  who  is  Choctaw, 
has  worked  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution's  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian . 

FREE  AND  OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLICAAFOR  MORE  INFO:  612-625-9494 


Date:  9/21/00  2:00:11  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : 1st  Annual  Bernie  Whitebear  Awards  Dinner 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[from  JH.  Thanks!] 

--  1st  ANNUAL  BERNIE  WHITEBEAR  AWARDS  DINNER  -- 
Hosted  by  United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation. 
November  9,  2000  =//=  6:00PM  - 9:00  PM 

'Daybreak  Star  Center'  - Discovery  Park,  Seattle  WA 
Information : 

United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation 
Phone:  (206)  285-4425 
Fax:  (206)  282-3640 
Email:  info@unitedindians.com 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 


November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  10/20/00  8:03:19  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 

From:  whitebead@home.com 

Sub  j : HONORING  VETERANS  POWWOW 

To:  shngsprt@aol.com 

Hi  all. 

On  Saturday  November  11th  (Veterans  Day)  there  will  be  an  Honoring 
Veterans  Powwow  at  the  VA  Medical  Center,  in  Providence,  RI.  This  is 
the  7th  annual. 

There  will  be  vendors,  drumming,  story  telling,  food  and  dancing.  It 
will  take  place  in  the  Main  hospital  in  the  5th  floor  auditorium,  if 
you  need  more  information  please  call  401-828-1848  or  e mail 
whitebead@home . com . 

Whitebead 


Date:  Wed,  31  May  2000  11:02:23  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : pow  wow 

just  wanted  to  let  you  know  things  are  looking  real  good  for  next  year's 
(Anniston  AL)  pow  wow.  the  dates  are  april  27-29,  2001.  the  place  has 
changed  to  oxford  lake  park  which  is  the  same  exit  185  off  1-20  then  you 
turn  right  at  the  road  that  runs  in  between  shoney's  restaurant  and 
mcdonalds  and  you  go  right  to  the  pow  wow. 

Info:  256-820-6315. 
thank  you 
ruth  and  mark 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
ISSN:  0300-6565 

American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

OCTOBER  2000 

27-28  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival.  Dackson  Heritage 
Center,  Scottsboro,  AL.  Info:  Dudi  (256)  259-2122. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 
GA.  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 

29-30  Mowa  Choctaw  Culture  Festival  & Powwow.  Calver,  Al.  Info: 
(334)  944-2789 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 
961-5567. 

3-5  2nd  Annual  Black  river  Powwow  2000.  Cassidy  Park,  Bogalusa, 
LA.  Info:  Rico:  (504)  730-5891 

http : //www. geocities . com/b lac krivercircleof nations/ 

3-5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 
Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3-5  2nd  Annual  Black  River  Circle  of  Nations  Powwow.  Cassidy  Park, 
Bogalusa,  LA.  Info:  (504)  878-2051. 


3- 5  Eglin  Ain  Force  Base's  13th  Annual  Thunderbird  Intertribal 
Pow  Wow,  Niceville,  FI.  Info:  Glenn  Farmer  (850)  678-7714 

3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 
TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 
Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www . ties . I<12 . mn . us/~raygor /powwow/ pwinfo . html 

4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4 9th  Annual  Austin  Powwow.  American  Indian  Heritage  Festival. 
Toney  Burger  Activity  Center,  Austin,  TX.  Info:  (512)  338-9860  or 
email:  v_bland@yahoo.com 

4- 5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 
994-4882. 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 
757-2085. 

10- 12  First  Annual  Houston  Inner  City  Powwow.  Sesquicentennial 
Park,  Houston,  TX.  info:  (936)  441-4572  or  (281)  452-3614 

10-12  4th  annual  Educational  Pow  Wow,  American  Indian  Association 
of  Millington,  Millington,  Tenn.  Info:  (901-876-3900 
10-12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 
Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10-12  Choctaw  Veterans  Powwow,  pearl  River  Community  on  the 
Choctaw  Reservation,  Philadelphia,  MS 

10-12  3rd  Annual  Harley  Paiute's  Presents  the  2000  year  Festival 
of  Native  American  Arts.  1269  CR  309  in  Georgetown,  Florida.  (Near 
Crescent  City,  Florida)  Info:  (904)  467-7050  or  (904)  328-9988 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 12  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

11-12  Choctaw  Powwow.  Philadelphia,  MS. 

11  8th  Annual  Veteans  Day  Powwow.  Kidd  Springs  Recreation  Center, 
Dallas,  TX.  Info:  (214)333-3908. 

11-12  Texas  Championship  Powwow.  Traders  Village,  Houston,  TX. 
Info:  (281)  890-5500 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
Dackson.  Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition  Powwow.  Bartle 
Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  Info:  (816)  333-7500. 

24-26  34th  Annual  LIHA  Powwow.  Hidden  Oaks  Camground,  Robet,  LA. 
Info:  (504)  464-6893. 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 
(253)-596-1139. 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-Dan  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-Dan  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 


Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3 AN U ARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 
Gym,  Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 

23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy.(58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 
@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 
oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 
http : //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217; s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring.com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/ nati venation sine /index. ht ml 
3UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / luly  2002 
www . national powwow . com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


OKIT  pow-wow  events 


Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call 
to  confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

Is  your  pow-wow  not  listed  here?  Call  the  us  right  away  918-438-6548 
to  get  in  the  next  issue!  You  can  also  fax  us  at  918-438-6545.  You 
can  also  email  us  at  editor@okit.com 

To  get  more  than  just  the  who,  what,  where  and  when  listed  call  our 
advertising  department  today  at  1-918-438-6548.  Affordable  rate  to 
fit  just  about  any  budget. 

October 

28  Oklahoma  State  University  Fall  Benefit  Pow-wow  Stillwater,  OK  at 
the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development.  For  further 
information,  call  the  Multicultural  Development  and  Assessment 
Center  at  (405)  744-5481. 

29-30  Standing  Bear  Memorial  Pow-wow.  Flosted  this  year  by  the  Ponca 
Tribe,  located  at  StandingBear  Park,  at  the  intersections  of  Highway 
60  and  old  177.  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma,  call  1-580-762-1514. 

30  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow  at  Carl  Albert  State  College  in  the  Mick 
Thompson  Gymnasium,  Poteau,  OK.  Venders  Welcome  (no  set  up  fee).  For 
more  info  call  Mike  Logan  918-647-1367. 

30th-Oct  1 6th  Annual  Waimea  Pow  wow  in  Waimea  Ball  Park,  Hawaii 
(Big  Island)  Contact  Buttons  Lovell  808-885-5569 
November 

3-4  "An  Indian  Odyssey";  2001  Miss  and  Dunior  Miss  Indian 
Oklahoma  Pageant  at  Adam&#8217;s  Mark  Hotel  100  East  2nd  in  Downtown  Tulsa 
at  7 pm  Nightly.  Booth  Space  Available  $30.  For  more  info  call  Alice 
Whitecloud  at  694-7777. 

4 7th  Annual  Pow-wow  Field  Kindley  Memorial  Native  American  Club  at 
the  FKHS  gymnasium,  1110  W.  8th  in  Coffeyville,  KS.  Our  pow-wow' s 
purpose  is  to  honor  our  8th  & 12th  grade  graduates  at  a Giveaway 
Ceremony. 

4 All  Gourd  Dance  of  the  Osage  Gourd  Dancers  at  Indian  Camp  in 
Pawhuska,  OK. 

4 Autumn  Moon  Artfest  and  4th  Annual  Run  at  OKC  Indian  Clinic  4913 
W.  Reno.  Run  starts  at  8 am.  Artfest  hours  are  10:30  am  to  4 pm. 

This  is  a fundraiser  to  provide  food  baskets  to  needy  families 
during  the  holidays.  Artfest  admission  is:  one  canned  good.  Booths 
available.  Darla  at  405-948-4900  x282. 

4 9th  Annual  Austin  Independent  School  Districts  Austin  Pow  wow.  For 
more  information  call  512-338-9860. 

5 Contest  Pow-wow  and  Celebration  for  the  Newly  Crowned  2001-02  Miss 
and  Dunior  Miss  Indian  Oklahoma  at  the  Adam&#8217;s  Mark  Hotel  in  Tulsa. 
Gourd  dancing  will  begin  at  1 pm.  Grand  entry  at  6 pm.  For  more  info 
645-0114  or  694-7777. 

8-13  Indian  Hand  Games  &#8211;  Crow  Tribe  Visits  Carnegie,  OK.  Call  Martha 
Perez  580-654-2300. 

10- 11  Veteran's  Pow-wow  7th  Annual  Daniel  Dru  Native  American 
Traditional  Organization  (NATO)  at  the  Miami  Civic  Center  Miami,  OK. 

For  more  info:  Glenna  Dru  918-542-7206  or  Lee  Stark  918-674-2487. 

Everyone  Invited  to  Dance  and  Have  Fun! 

11  Carnegie  Victory  Club  Celebration  in  Carnegie  at  Kiowa  Tribal 
Grounds.  Call  580-654-2052. 

11- 12  National  Veterans  Pow-wow  in  Shreveport,  LA. 

17-19  Annual  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  The  American  Indian  Center  of 
South  Carolina  in  the  Damil  Shrine  Temple  off  the  1-26  St.  Andrews 
Road  West  exit.  Hours  are  Fri.  4pm  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  6),  Sat. 

10am  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  1&6)  and  Sunday  from  1pm  - 6pm  (Grand 
Entry  at  1).  MC:  Scott  Richards,  Host  Drum:  Running  Elk,  Lakota 
Nation,  Iron  Mountain  Dancers  (Iroquois  Smoke,  Fish,  War  dances, 

Catawba  Eagle  Dance).  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Traditional 
Dancers,  Hoop  Dancer:  Katrina  Big  Mountain.  Princess:  Theresa 
Mendoza.  18  Vendors  (Native  only,  FIACL  enforced),  @$100.00  per 
10x20  by  Sept  5th  --  after  Sept  5th,  $150.00.  Dancer's  lottery  for 
cash  and  prizes.  FMI:  803.790.8214  or  email 
4relations@angelfire. com. 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Prairie  Winds  First  Nations  Pow-wow  at  the  Historic 


Bartle  Hall  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  $30,000  in  Prize  Money.  For  more 
information  contact  Shirley  Hoskins  816-333-7500  or  fax  at 
816-333-7880,  or  call  Beverly  Fabela  at  816-936-4869. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
e-mail : powwows@ander sons -web . com 

write  us  at: 

Anderson ' s 

11372  Timber  Lane 

Brooksville,  Florida  34601 

Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


November  3-5,  2000:  Festival  Americana  at  the  Lost  City  Museum  in 
Overton,  NV.  For  information  call  702-397-2193. 

November  3-5,  2000:  Powwow,  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY. 

For  information  call  502-961-5567. 

November  4,  2000:  White  Bear  Hethushka,  Downers  Grove  Illinois. 

No  information  source  given  on  this  one,  but  George  Hoyt  would  be  a good 
person  to  contact  about  the  event. 

November  4,  2000:  Mason  School  Powwow,  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA. 

For  information  call  253-596-1139. 

November  4,  2000:  Outer  Banks  Pow  Wow  in  Wilmington,  NC.  For  information 
call  Dr.  Bobby  Brayboy  910-278-6171. 

November  4,  2000:  Austin  Powwow  and  Heritage  Festival,  3200  Dones  Road, 
Austin,  Texas.  For  Information  call  512-338-9860 
November  5,  2000:  Cherokee  Nation  of  the  Appalachian  Tribes  Harvest 
Festival/Eastern  Woodland  Festival  and  Dance  in  Ruther  Glen,  VA. 

For  information  call  804-448-4269. 

November  2000:  FLORIDA,  e-mail  report! 

Dust  thought  I'd  drop  you  a line  to  let  you  know  our  Dance  in  Lakeland  will 
be  postponed  until  next  year.  As  you  know,  Kris  took  over  the  Chairmanship 
of  the  Dance  from  me  last  year.  He  also  got  married  and  last  week  his 
"Daughter"  was  Born.  That's  Right,  Moon  and  I are  "Grandparents"  now  ! Her 
name  is  Katiana  Gabriel  Kessler.  91bs-l  oz  21  inches. 

Anyway,  Kris  thought  that  there  was  too  much  happening  in  his  life  this 
year  to  focus  on  the  Dance  the  way  he  should,  so  he  has  decided  to 
postpone  it  until  next  year. 

I would  appreciate  you  getting  the  word  out  for  us  on  this.  I will  be 
making  a Web  Site  Soon  and  also  distributing  flyers  on  the  postponement 
soon,  thanks  for  your  help. Bear  Kessler 
November  9 - 11,  2000:  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow,  Tribal  Gym,  Duck  Valley 
Reservation,  Owyhee,  NV.  For  information  call  775-757-2085 
November  9 - 11,  2000:  Philadelphia,  MS.  Honoring  our  Veterans  Pow  Wow  at 
Pearl  River  Community  Indian  Reservation.  For  info  call  601-650-1510. 
November  10  - 12,  2000:  Share  the  Spirit  Pow  Wow  Wilmington,  NC. 

For  informationcall  910-763-0998  or  e-mail:  azteca55@bellsouth.net 
November  10  - 12,  2000:  47th  Annual  Chicago  American  Indian  Center  Powwow 
at  the  UIC  Pavillion,  Chicago,  Illinois.  For  information  call  773-275-5871 
November  10  - 12,  2000:  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow  in  the 
Pavillion  at  White  Swan,  WA.  For  information  call  509-865-5121. 

November  11,  2000:  Veterans  Day  Powwow  at  Clearfield  Middle  School  in 
Clearfield,  PA.  For  information  call  814-834-6452.  DO  NOT  CALL  THE  SCHOOL. 
November  11,  2000:  Veterans  Day  Pow  Wow  at  Belcort,  ND.  For  information 
call  701-477-5605. 

November  11,  2000:  Veterans  Day  Pow  Wow  at  Fort  Totten,  ND.  For  information 
call  701-766-4221. 

November  11,  2000:  The  Pee  Dee  Indian  Nation  of  Beaver  Creek  celebrates 
Native  American  Heritage  Month  by  presenting  the  Neeses  Native  American 
Cultural  Festival  & Powwow.  40  miles  from  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

For  further  information  call  Rochelle  803-536-1124 
November  11  - 12,  2000:  Bayou  City  Indian  Alliance  Texas  Championship  PowWow 
Arts  & Craft  Show.  Traders  Village  Houston,  Texas.  These  dates  are 


confirmed.  They  were  changed  in  hopes  that  it  will  be  a little  cooler  in 
November.  For  information  call  972-647-2331. 

November  17  - 19,  2000:  5th  Noname  Intertribal  (Traditional)  at  the  Damil 
Shrine  Temple.  In  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

For  information  call  803-790-8214. 

Note:  A traditional  Intertribal  as  put  on  here  is  a non-contest  Pow  Wow! 

It  is  a social  and  family  oriented  event  that  gives  away  some  money  and 
prizes,  but  has  no  contests.  I thank  Terence  Lilly  Little  Water  for  the 
e-mail  correcting  the  dates  and  adding  the  information  on  the  Traditional 
Intertribal.  You  can  link  to  the  American  Indian  Center  of  S.C.  who  is 
putting  this  on  right  here:  http://llfly.to/AmericanIndianCenter 
You  can  also  e-mail  them  at  4relations@aol.com 
November  17  - 19,  2000:  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma.  Indian  Territory  Festival 
at  the  Community  Center.  Flost  is  the  Indian  Territory  Arts  & Flumanities 
Council  Inc.  For  information  call  918-259-1772. 

November  17  - 18,  2000:  Wild  Game  Festival  NC  Indian  Cultural  center 
Pembroke,  NC.  For  information  call  910-521-2433. 

November  17  - 19,  2000:  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow  Georgia 
National  Fairgrounds  in  Perry  Georgia. 

For  information  call  912-787-5180  evenings  or  fax  912-787-0642. 

We  have  information  this  Gathering  has  been  CANCELED! 

November  18,  2000:  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,MA 
For  information  call  617-884-4227. 

November  24  - 25,  2000:  Thanksgiving  Celebration  at  the  Gila  River  Indian 
Community  Center  in  Sacaton  Ariazona.  For  information  call  602-963-3891. 
November  24  - 26,  2000:  Chicora-Waccamaw  Indian  Pow  Wow  Loris,  SC.  For 
Information  call  803-248-6790  or  803-379-8219. 

November  25,  2000:  Catawba  Indian  Heritage  Day  on  the  Catawba  Reservation, 
Rock  Hill,  SC.  No  contact  number  given  for  this  one. 

December  8 - 10,  2000:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  and  Pow  Wow  at  the  Army 
National  Guard  Armory  in  Newport,  TN.  For  more  information  e-mail: 
joshhayesl@hotmail.com  or  vgc@ornl.gov  or  call  423-475-7483. 

February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 

Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 

For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Hoy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 

North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Dackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  Dudi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


"RE : Native  America  Calling" 

Date:  Mon,  23  Oct  2000  12:48:25  -0500 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics  + Election  2000  + more 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  23-27 

2)  Interview  with  Florida  AIM  leader 


3)  Honoring  Our  Women 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  Casper  (Part  2 of  2) 

5)  Updated  Election  2000  page 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  23-27 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 10/23:  Indian  in  the  Spotlight: 

It  is  not  traditional  for  Native  men  to  batter  Native  women  or  children. 
This  is  the  message  that  internationally-known  motivational  speaker, 
community  organizer  and  health  educator  Cecelia  Fire  Thunder  of  the  Lakota 
Nation  is  vigorously  trying  to  communicate  to  Native  people.  She  is  working 
to  heal  the  wounds  of  oppression,  alcoholism  and  violence  that  have 
corrupted  many  of  our  Indian  families.  But  how  do  we  approach  such 
sensitive  and  secretive  issues  as  wife-beating,  rape  and  child  abuse? 

TUE  - 10/24:  Get  Out  the  Vote  2000: 

In  the  20th  Century,  Native  Americans  did  not  participate  in  our  national 
elections  in  great  numbers.  But  Indian  Nations  have  become  increasingly 
engaged  in  the  American  political  process  as  more  tribes  realize  what  is  at 
stake.  The  Indian  vote  is  key  in  several  swing  states.  Will  a small  segment 
of  the  population  make  an  impact  on  Election  2000?  Or  will  Native  America 
not  show  up  at  the  polls  again?  Guests  include  NCAI  President  Susan  Masten 
of  the  Yurok  Tribe  and  U.S.  Senator  Daniel  Inouye,  D-Hawaii. 

WED  - 10/25:  Music  Maker:  Keith  Secola: 

Growing  up  in  the  Mesabi  Iron  Range  country  of  northern  Minnesota, 
Anishinabe  singer/songwriter  Keith  Secola  had  visions  of  becoming  a world 
famous  musician.  Today,  his  dreams  are  close  to  reality.  Songs  like  NDN  Car 
and  Frybread  have  made  him  a star  on  tribal  stations  across  Indian  Country 
and  on  the  European  airwaves  as  well.  His  new  release  scheduled  for 
November  called  Fingermonkey  will  feature  an  acoustic,  unplugged  sound, 
loin  us  in  Studio  49  for  some  rock  'n  roll  with  NDN  heart. 

THU  - 10/26:  Warrior  Radio: 

Low-power  FM  radio  stations  are  at  the  center  of  a debate  within  the  FCC. 
Some  feel  that  it  will  simply  clutter  the  airwaves,  while  others  believe  it 
will  give  historically  voiceless  communities  access  to  a vital  information 
device  - radio.  Many  cultural  groups  believe  a radio  station  of  their  own 
could  help  save  their  languages  and  cultures.  NAC  director  Doe  Leon  travels 
to  the  island  of  Tahiti  to  help  set  up  a radio  station  where  the  local 
people  will  broadcast  in  their  own  language  for  the  first  time  ever. 

FRI  - 10/27:  Leading  by  Example  - The  2000  Red  Ribbon  Celebration: 

The  2000  Red  Ribbon  Celebration's  theme  is  "Leading  by  Example."  Red  Ribbon 
Week  was  started  in  1986  as  a way  to  combat  the  destruction  caused  by 
drugs,  alcohol,  and  tobacco.  Our  Native  communities  recognize  this 
celebration  as  a way  to  encourage  a return  to  traditional  alcohol-free 
practices;  but  how  can  we  unite,  nationally,  to  raise  awareness  about  the 
deaths  and  injuries  caused  by  abuse  of  alcohol  and  drugs?  Red  Ribbon  Week 
is  usually  aimed  at  youth,  but  how  can  everyone  abide  by  this  year's  theme? 
How  can  you  "lead  by  example"  when  it  comes  to  drinking,  smoking,  and  using 
drugs? 

2)  Interview  with  Florida  AIM  leader 

On  the  next  Different  Drums,  Sheridan  Murphy,  Executive  Director  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement  of  Florida,  discusses  indigenous  issues. 

To  listen  to  the  program  ...  just  go  to  http://airos.org/audio.html  and 
click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS  Programming  Online" 

(All  times  are  ET) 

Tuesday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Wednesday:  4am 
Saturday:  5pm 
Sunday:  6am,  5pm 
Monday:  6am 

or  Listen  to  Different  Drums  on  KNBA  with  Windows  Media 
Tuesdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  5pm-6pm  AK  Time 


Visit  the  Different  Drums  website,  at 

http://www.differentdrums.com/thisweek.html  for  links  to  more  information. 

3)  Honoring  Our  Women 

This  week,  program  four  of  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project:  Honoring 
Our  Women  - California  Indian  women  are  often  movers  and  shakers  in  their 
communities.  This  program  introduces  some  women  who  were  leaders  in  the 
past  and  who  have  achieved  recognition  today. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

for  more  information  on  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project  go  to 
www.flickerfeather.org 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  Casper  (part  2 of  2) 

Next  time  on  Earthsongs:  Hopi  reggae  artist  Casper  shares  insights  about 
his  people,  his  political  beliefs,  and  the  deep  connection  many  Native 
people  feel  with  reggae  music.  "You  know,  what  I think  people  don't 
realize  is  that,  being  from  Hopi,  we've  been  listening  to  the  best  reggae 
music  in  the  world  for  the  past  20  years."  This  is  part-two  of  a two-part 
interview 

For  more  information  go  to  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA.ORG  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 
or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KPFA.ORG  in  RealAudio 
Thursdays:  7pm-8pm  PT 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  in  QuickTime  or  RealMediaon  W03B.ORG 
Saturdays:  noon-lpm  MT 

5)  Updated  Election  2000  page 

Go  to  http://www.nativecalling.org/archives/topics/election2000.html  and 
see  the  updates . . . 

We've  updated  our  Election  2000  page.  Now  listen  to  what  the  candidates  and 
parties  have  had  to  say  about  Indian  Country  as  well  as  what  Indian  Country 
has  had  to  say  in  turn  about  the  candidates  and  parties.  We  have  over 
several  new  programs  on  Election  2000  starting  with  our  first  program  on 
the  topic  back  in  February  of  2000.  We  also  have  new  links  to  the 
candidates'  websites  to  show  what  they  have  to  say  about  Native  issues.  Not 
only  do  we  include  the  pages  from  the  two  major  party  contenders  but  we 
also  include  the  two  top  minor  party  candidates'  stances  on  Native  America 
which  range  from  Buchanan  (Reform  Party)  accusing  Indians  of  intolerance 
and  bigotry  in  a recent  Columbus  Day  protest  to  Ralph  Nader  (Green  Party) 
naming  a Native  American  as  his  vice  presidential  running  mate. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. .. contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 


http://www.pbs.ong/stationfinden/  on  watch  clips  of  the  pnognam  at 
http : //www . nat ivetelecom . ong 

To  subscnibe  to  AIROS'  electnonic  pnognam  guide  e-mail  ainos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscnibe. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copynight  Cleanance  by  Contnibutons : 

The  following  have  gnanted  penmission  fon  thein  oniginal  anticles  to 
be  neposted  in  onden  to  help  mend  the  Sacned  Hoop: 

Rayann,  Chnis  Milda,  Launi  Chambens  via  Don  Hannis,  Russell  Means, 

Dale  Mitchell,  Gany  Smith,  Mantha  Tune,  lanet  Smith,  Canol  Halbenstadt, 
John  D Benny,  Sumen  W Cnee,  Uncle  lake,  Robent  Donman,  Stephan  Fullen, 
Fniends  of  the  Lubicon,  Kimbenly  Mann  Bnuch,  Lona,  Chnis  Spotted  Eagle, 
Pat  Monnis,  Shining  Spinit,  Enic  Lewis  Tnue,  Windhonse,  Debbie  Sandens, 
Banbana  Landis,  Sky,  lohnnie  Rustywine,  KOLA  Headquantens,  Enic  Mantin 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Tue  Nov  7 02:40:23  2000 
Date:  Mon,  6 Nov  2000  21:31:56  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.045 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Cheyenne  deer  rutting  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Blackfeet  cold  weather  arrives  moon 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz  elist.  Red  Road  Newsletter,  KOLA, 
Triballaw,  Indian  Heritage,  Activist,  First  Nations  & LPDC  mailing  lists; 

Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http: //www. imdiversity . com/Article_Detail . asp?Article_ID=925 
http: //www. decaturdaily . com/decat urd a ily/news/001029/ar rests . shtml 
http: //www. arizonarepublic .com/arizona/ articles/1004indianed04. html 
http://www.abqtrib.com/news/102400_art . shtml 
http: //www. nytimes . com/aponline/n at ional/AP- Indian -Money . html 
http: //www. argusleader . com/news/Thursdayarticle5 .shtml 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy . org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"All  things  in  the  world  are  two.  In  our  minds  we  are  two-good  and  evil. 
With  our  eyes  we  see  two  things,  things  that  are  fair  and  things  that 
are  ugly.  We  have  the  right  hand  that  strikes  and  makes  for  evil  and 
the  left  hand  full  of  kindness,  near  the  heart.  One  foot  may  lead  us 
to  an  evil  way,  the  other  foot  may  lead  us  to  a good.  So  are  all 
things,  two,  all  two." 

Eagle  Chief  (Letakots-Lesa),  Pawnee 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 


I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


iance  was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching. 

PLEASE  SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORT  FOR  STEVIE  THOMPSON'S  FAMILY  BY  COMING  TO  THE 
ST. PAUL  COURTHOUSE  AT  15  W.  KELLOGG  BLVD. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  13TH  AT  9:00  AM  FOR  STEINHAUSER 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  20TH  AT  9:00  AM  FOR  THOMPSON 

--  - - - UPDATE  !!  - - - 

Date:  Mon,  23  Oct  2000  19:25:37  EDT 

From:  Rayann6@aol.com 

Sub j : Stevie  Thompson 

Thank  you  for  helping  get  the  word  about  the  murder  of  Stevie  Thompson. 
The  new  court  dates  of  Steinhauser  is  November  13th  at  9 am  and  Thompson 
is  November  20th  at  9 am  both  will  be  heard  by  Judge  Paulette  Flynn. 

The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  Janice  Barker. 

Her  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Goverment  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 


St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 
Rayann 


The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann 6/ steviethompson . html 
Thanks  for  any  help  in  spreading  information. 

Rayann 


I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@speakeasy.org 


Quinna  Flamby  is  the  baby  daughter  of  Dill  (Clause)  Hamby  and  Dason 
Hamby.  She  was  born  with  a condition  known  as  Atrial  Ventricular  Septal 

Defect  (hope  I spelled  that  right!) basically,  how  this  translates, 

is  that  she  needs  "patches"  in  her  heart.  This  means  that  she  needs 


major  surgery!  Because  the  family  has  no  health  insurance  (Dason  is 
self-employed  with  "Hamby's  Home  Improvement"  and  Dill  is  a full  time 
mom.... with  Quinna  and  up  to  4 other  children!)  some  fund  raising  is 
being  done  by  the  women's  circle  here  to  help  the  situation  out.  Even  if 
money  is  found  for  Quinna 's  needed  surgery,  the  family  will  have  to 
shoulder  many  other  "incidental"  expenses  (e.g.  travel,  hotel, 
babysitters,  etc) 

NOW !!!!!!!! 

YOUR  HELP  IS  NEEDED! !!!!!!!!! 

If  you  are  able  to,  please  attend  the  following  event  and  forward  this 
message  to  everyone  you  can !!!!!!!! 

BENEFIT  POTLUCK  & IROQUOIS  SOCIAL  DANCE 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  4,  2000 

5:30  PM  (DINNER)  WITH  SOCIAL  TO  FOLLOW 

WHERE:  OLD  GYM  (MT.  HOPE  RD.)  TUSCARORA  NATION 

Please  bring  a dish  to  pass!!  There  will  be  a "Chinese"  auction  and  a 
50/50  raffle  along  with  the  social  dance.  For  more  information  you  can 
call  Theresa  Clause  (Dill's  mom)  at  716-297-4895  (or  just  email  me 
rosehill@pce . net ) 

Also THE  FOLLOWING  ITEMS  ARE  BEING  COLLECTED!!!! 

-HOUSEHOLD 

-BATHROOM 

-FOOD 

-ENTERTAINMENT 
-CHILDREN'S  ITEM 

TO  BE  USED  IN  THE  AUCTION!!  If  you  have  an  item  to  donate, please  drop 
it  off  (or  send  it)  to  Dane  Mt.  Pleasant's  home  (4931  Indian  Hill  Rd., 
Tuscarora  Nation,  Lewiston,  NY  14092). 

Finally,  a bank  account  is  in  the  process  of  being  set  up  for  Quinna 
so  that  people,  who  are  unable  to  attend  any  events,  can  just  send  any 
financial  donations  right  to  the  bank.  In  the  meantime,  if  you  would 
like  to  send  a check  or  money  order  made  out  to  Dill  Hamby  (with  a note 
on  it  that  says  it's  for  the  "Quinna  Fund")  I would  be  happy  to  forward 

it  to  the  family PLEASE  DO  NOT  SEND  CASH!!  My  address  is:  Rose 

Hill,  1767  Mt.  Hope  Rd . , Tuscarora  Nation,  Lewiston,  NY  14092 

Nya'weh  and  Thankyou  for  your  generous  support  for  Quinna!!!!! 


We  should  all  think  of  the  veterans,  the  warriors,  who  have  offered 
themselves  up  so  that  we  might  enjoy  the  opportunity  to  make  the  many 
choices  their  sacrifices  make  possible.  We  should  think  of  them  every 
day  of  our  lives  and  send  thanks  for  their  gift,  often  the  ultimate  last 
gift.  We  don't. 

Veterans'  Day  is  approaching.  Consider  walking  up  to,  at  least,  one 
veteran  every  day  and  saying,  "Thank  you."  It  takes  so  little  from  you 
and  means  so  much  to  them.  I was  medivaced  to  a hospital  in  New  York. 

My  first  "welcome"  from  a civilian  was  to  be  spit  at.  My  experience  was 
not  that  unique. 

Perhaps  your  brief  moment  of  gratitude  will  help  some  veteran  find  that 
last  stone  that  needed  to  be  turned  to  complete  a needed  healing. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande . net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf . lonestar .org 
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RE:  Trail  of  Fears  Mound  Desecration 


Date  : Thu,  26  Oct  2000  08:50:06  EDT 

From  : carol25000@aol.com  <carol25000@aol . com> 

Sob j : Trail  of  Fears  Mound  Desecration 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <indianz@egroups . com> 

Guys  Please  take  a moment  to  read  this and  respond 

Carol 


The  Native  Truth 

A column  dedicated  to  historical  truth  and  human  rights  activism 

of  the  American  Indian 
Editor/Historical  Activist:  Terri  lean 
Contact : the_native_truth@mail . com 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

"It  is  universally  admitted  that  the  earth  was  designed  for 
improvement  and  tillage,  and  the  right  of  civilized  communities  to 
enter  upon  and  appropriate  to  such  purposes,  any  lands  that  may  be 
occasionally  occupied  or  claimed  as  hunting  grounds  by  uncultivated 
savages,  is  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations". 

Noah  Noble,  Governor  of  Alabama,  1832 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

When  famed  Indian-fighter , Andrew  lackson  was  elected  into  the 
presidential  office  in  1829,  he  was  committed  to  complete  removal  of 
the  Eastern  Indians  and  made  their  evacuation  a national  issue. 

"White"  citizens  felt  that  the  inferior  Indians  were  a nuisance, 
impeding  their  progress  for  a "civilized"  community  development.  In 
1830  Congress  passed  the  Indian  Removal  Act  and  lackson  immediately 
signed  it.  This  disastrous  Act  was  a federal  permission  slip  for 
states  to  coherced  various  tribal  communities  of  the  north  and  eastern 
areas  to  extract  themselves  from  their  own  properties,  including 
ancestral  homeland  and  sacred  spiritual  and  burial  sites,  and  move 
out  west  to  land  that  white  people  admittedly  did  not  want  to  occupy. 

When  the  Cherokee's  resisted  removal,  lackson  declared,  "Build  a fire 
under  them.  When  it  gets  hot  enough,  they'll  move." 

In  November  of  1838  groups  totaling  over  14,000  Native  American 
Indians  had  to  trudge  forward  in  unforgiving  weather.  Traveling  the 
near-1000  miles  during  both  extreme  heat  and  freezing  cold,  the  Native 
people  trekked  forward  without  medical  services,  adequate  food  and 
water,  sanitation,  clothing,  bedding  or  protection  from  the  elements. 

Walking  for  more  than  6 months  - most  were  starving,  exhausted,  weak 
and  near  dying,  especially  the  infants  and  elderly  who  suffered  high 
fatality  rates.  Thousands  of  America's  First  Peoples  died,  including 


4,000  Cherokee  Indians.  Their  painful  path  is  now  known  as,  THE  TRAIL 
OF  TEARS. 

MOULTON,  ALABAMA 

It  is  now  year  2000  and  the  descendants  of  those  same  Cherokee  Indians 
are  fighting  to  protect  a burial  ground  filled  with  ancestors  who 
never  completed  their  torturous  trek  out  west.  The  Oakville  Indian 
Mounds  near  Moulton  Alabama,  a 68  acre  park  leased  and  managed  by  the 
Lawrence  Country  Board  of  Education,  is  a well-known  Indian  gravesite 
supposedly  protected  by  Public  Law  95-341-Aug.  11,1978  92  Stat.  469  - 
"the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act."  Tragically,  the  land  is 
being  desecrated  and  a mockery  made  of  the  dead  - all  in  the  name  of 
community  fun  and  fund-raising. 

This  Halloween  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Lawrence  County  laycee's 
have  collaborated  efforts  to  turn  the  sacred  burial  ground  into  a 
haunted  excursion  for  $5.00  a pop.  Calling  it  "The  Trail  of  Fears"  - 
many  indigenous  residents  of  Lawrence  Country  and  through-out  the 
country  have  protested  calling  the  haunting  "offensive", 

"inappropriate"  and  "disrespectful  to  spirits  of  ancestors  who  rest 
there . " 

"They  are  holding  a Pagan  event  on  our  Sacred  Ground  and  making  a 
mockery  of  our  religion,  our  feelings,  and  down  grading  us  as  human 
beings"  stated  Gene  Gold,  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Blue  Echota  Cherokee, 
in  a letter  to  Editor  Decatur  Daily  newspaper.  "Nothing  good  can  come 
of  money  raised  on  glorifying  what  we  consider  the  American 
Holocaust . " 

Much  of  the  protesting  has  met  with  opposition,  laycee  Scott  Henderson 
claimed,  "We  have  as  much  right  to  use  this  park  as  anyone  else  does." 

Others  have  raised  issues  concerning  the  charity  and  worry  that 
closing  the  fundraiser  will  result  needy  children  not  having  a 
Christmas.  Gene  Gold  responded  by  saying,  "The  laycees  were  offered 
cash  money  equal  to  what  they  expected  to  raise,  we  would  buy  all 
the  T-shirts  so  they  wouldn't  lose  any  money  [t-shirts  with  "Trail  of 
Fears"  printed],  I personally  offered  my  land  so  they  could  raise  more 
money.  They  harshly  declined  saying  "they  had  every  right  to  continue 
this. " 

SUPPORT  POURS  IN  FROM  ACROSS  THE  NATION 

American  Indians  and  their  supporters  have  expressed  outrage  over  the 
Hallowed  event  and  it  also  caught  the  attention  of  CNN  - who 
interviewed  Chief  Millard  Shelton  earlier  this  week  and  is  dispatching 
a news  crew  to  Moulton  on  October  26th. 

Others  expressed  their  concerns: 

"I  am  writing  today  to  express  my  distress  about  the  event  which  is 
taking  place  around  the  Oakville  Mounds,  under  the  billing  "Trail  of 
Fears".  Given  that  there  are  remains  buried  in  the  Oakville  Mounds  of 
American  Indians  who  died  as  a result  of  the  forced  removal  that  has 
become  known  as  the  "Trail  of  Tears",  both  the  name  and  the  location 
are  inappropriate,  with  each  magnifying  the  gravity  of  the  other.  I 
find  it  equally  distressing  that  the  Director  of  Indian  Education  for 
Lawrence  County,  Mr.  Butch  Walker,  helped  to  organize  this  travesty." 

W.  Paul  Talbot,  Laurel  Ridge  Lenape'wak  [Delaware] 

"It  matters  not  who  holds  the  paper  "title"  to  these  mounds,  the  land 
belongs  to  the  spirits  lying  beneath  the  cover  of  Mother  Earth." 

Robert  Winter  Owl  Vann,  Deputy  Chief,  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Cherokee 

"Even  though  I live  in  Oregon,  I stand  with  your  efforts  not  to  allow 
our  ancestors  to  be  dishonored  in  such  a way.  I will  pray  and  send 
smoke  to  Creator  to  help  you  in  this  protest." 

TsoiUgidali  (Bob  Swinea) 

"The  mounds  in  Ohio  are  always  under  attack  by  a host  of  evil  doers. 

My  prayers  are  with  you,  stay  strong  and  stay  in  the  face  of  the  ones 


who  so  willfully  desecrate  our  sacred  sites." 

- Barbara  Crandell,  Co-Chair  of  The  Native  American  Alliance  of  Ohio 

"Please  show  some  respect  to  our  dead  as  you  would  want  us  to  show 
you  respect  to  yours.  A very  simple  request  is  asked  of  this  by  all 
First  Nations  . This  letter  is  going  out  to  people  in  the  circle  to 
keep  them  informed  of  what  is  happening  there." 

- Redbone 

"It  seems  the  persecution  of  Indian  people  never  stops.  Our  people 
were  noble,  honorable  people  who  had  their  homes  taken  from  them  and 
they  were  shipped  off  to  other  lands.  The  Trail  of  Tears  is  not 
something  to  be  joked  about  or  held  in  ridicule  for  Halloween.  Our 
traditions  were  to  respect  our  elders  and  to  leave  the  dead  in  peace. 
You  are  not  doing  that.  Why  is  it  that  whenever  something  is  needed 
for  research,  entertainment,  our  people  are  the  first  to  be 
assaulted . " 

- Iris  Krenson,  Tsiya  Alisgia,  Tsalagi  descendant  of  Georgia 

"Please  add  my  voice  to  those  others  raised  in  outrage  at  the 
insensitive  and  inhuman  plans  of  the  laycees  to  desecrate  holy  ground 
and  make  a mockery  of  the  religious  sensitivities  of  a People  who  were 
once  rounded  up  and  slaughtered  - like  the  lews  in  W.W.II  - by 
evil  hearted  people  who  thought  themselves  superior  to  the  'lower 
races ' . Thank  you 

- julia 

THE  ISSUES 

1.  "Trail  of  Fears"  is  to  ridicule  those  who  walked  (and  died)  on  the 
Trail  of  Tears. 

2.  Burial  grounds  are  - and  should  remain  - sacred. 

3.  It  is  unbelievable  that  the  Department  of  Indian  Education  is 
involved  in  this  cultural  travesty.  They  should  know  better. 

4.  To  use  charity  as  an  excuse  to  continue  an  offensive  act  is 
unjustifiable. 

5.  The  basis  of  this  fundraiser  is  to  help  'needy'  children  over  the 
holidays  - though  this  type  of  blatent  stereotyping  and  indifference 
to  one's  cultural  heritage  - is  detrimental  to  Native  American  Indian 
children  everywhere. 

6.  To  continue  the  haunting,  even  though  the  coordinator's  know  many 
are  opposed  to  it  (and  have  offered  viable  solutions  to  resolving  the 
issues)  is  a slap  in  the  face. 

7.  There  are  no  connections  between  the  burial  grounds  and  Halloween. 

8.  To  invade  the  burial  mound  park  in  such  a manner  is  disrespectful 
to  those  who  are  buried  there. 

9.  Other  non-Native  cementaries  would  not  allow  this  to  occur.  So  why 
is  it  appropriate  to  mock  those  that  are  aboriginal? 

10.  This  conflict  shows  how  far  the  Native  people  of  North  America 
need  to  travel  in  order  to  have  cultural  equality  and  a voice  that  can 
be  heard  - and  listened  to  - along  with  those  that  are  non-Native. 

jOIN  THE  PROTEST! 

Calling  their  cause  "laycees  Last  Stand,"  the  American  Indians  and 
their  advocators  are  asking  for  your  support.  Below  are  contact 
information  for  emailing, faxing  and  calling  to  show  your  opposition 
and  support  - and  a petition  to  'sign'.  Also,  please  forward  this 
message  to  those  who  support  the  American  Indian's.  The  more  people 
educated,  the  more  awareness  will  be  brought  to  inappropriate 
stereotypical  events  such  as  this. 

Show  your  opposition: 

Lawrence  Co.  Commissioners  Office 
256-974-2401 


Board  of  Indian  Education  - Butch  Walker 


256-905-2400 


Superintendent  of  Education  in  Lawrence  County  - Cindy  Collins 
ccolins@lawrenceal . org 
Fax  # 256-905-2406 

President  of  Lawrence  Co.  laycees  - Mr.  Shannon  Livingston 
256-905-0403 

Editor  of  the  Decatur  Daily  newspaper 
editor@decaturdaily . com 

Show  your  support: 

Chief  Millard  Shelton 
mish39@webtv.net 

"RE : 5 Arrested  at  Daycees  Haunted  Trail  in  Oakville"  

Date:  Sun,  29  Oct  2000  17:33:19  EST 
From:  SumerWCree@aol . com 

Sub j : 5 arrested  at  jaycees  haunted  trail  in  oakville 

Mailing  List:  Red  Road  Newsletter<TheRedRoadNewsletter-owner@onelist . com> 

5 arrested  at  laycees  haunted  trail  in  Oakville 
from  ishgooda 
By  Deangelo  McDaniel 
DAILY  Staff  Writer 

http: //www. decaturdaily . com/decat urdaily/news/001029/ar rests . shtml 

OAKVILLE  --  Five  opponents  to  the  Lawrence  County  Haycees  controversial 
haunted  trail  at  the  Oakville  Indian  Mounds  and  Museum  were  arrested 
Saturday  night. 

Two  protesters,  Arthur  Dross  of  Somerville  and  Gene  Gold  of  Mount  Hope, 
were  charged  with  assaulting  Lawrence  County  Chief  Deputy  3im  Martin  and  a 
deputy  with  the  Sheriff's  Department. 

Three  others,  Esther  Turley,  Sonja  Turley  and  Hesse  Turley,  all  of 
Heflin,  were  charged  with  disorderly  conduct,  records  show. 

Martin  said  one  of  the  women  from  Heflin  tried  to  block  motorists  from 
entering  the  park. 

"She  refused  to  move  back  and  the  others  were  ordered  to  stay  back,"  the 
chief  deputy  said.  "Some  of  them  then  came  forward  and  an  altercation  took 
place  with  me  and  another  officer." 

Gold  refutes  Martin's  account  of  the  event.  He  said  an  elderly  lady  was 
blocking  the  road  leading  to  the  park. 

"We  asked  her  to  leave,"  Gold  said.  "The  couple  was  arrested,  and  my 
wife  snapped  a picture.  The  officer  demanded  my  wife's  camera.  I said  she 
had  the  right,  and  that  was  all  I got  out  of  my  mouth." 

Gold  said  he  was  then  grabbed  and  turned  around. 

"I  was  sprayed  with  pepper  spray,"  Gold  said.  "I  never  touched  an 
officer,  and  there  are  50  witnesses  to  what  happened." 

Dross  also  denied  allegations  that  he  assaulted  an  officer.  The  two  were 
released,  each  on  $5,000  bond. 

Millard  Shelton  said  the  three  from  Heflin  are  not  part  of  the  Echota 
Tribe  of  Alabama. 

"We  believe  that  sacred  grounds  are  being  desecrated,  but  we  plan  to 
hold  our  protest  peacefully,"  he  said. 

The  haunted  trail  will  open  again  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  night. 

THE  DECATUR  DAILY 
201  1st  Ave.  SE 
P.0.  Box  2213 
Decatur,  Ala.  35609 
(256)  353-4612 
webmaster@decaturdaily . com 


Date:  Tuesday,  October  31,  2000  1:52  AM 


From:  "fire  eyes"  <aktahi@centurytel . net> 

Sub j : Oakville  Mounds  Update  - We  have  won  round  one. 
>From  NativeNews 


Tonight  at  the  protest  our  warriors  have  won  round  one  and  we  are  now 
taking  matters  to  a higher  level  of  fight.  We  are  now  going  through  the 
legal  system.  This  was  just  the  first  step  and  one  victory,  but  with 
your  CONTINUED  support  in  a good  way  I am  sure  we  will  continue  on  to 
many  other  victories  for  all  our  relations  around  the  Nation  in  a BIG 
way ! 

After  a meeting  at  the  Oakville  Indian  Mound  between  President  of  the 
Lawrence  County  laycee's,  Deputy  Sheriff,  Sheriff,  and  Mr.  Charles  Yow, 
an  Indian  Attorney  now  working  with  the  Blue  Clan  and  also  talking  with 
Mr.  Walker,  the  following  decisions  resulted: 

1)  The  laycee's  were  forced  to  drop  the  name  "Trail  of  Fears" 
permanently. 

2)  The  laycee's  were  forced  to  drop  any  and  all  advertisement  including 
Television,  Newspapers  and  no  longer  have  live  Radio  broadcasts. 

The  protest  continued  peacefully  and  we  are  proud  of  each  and  everyone 
of  them,  for  they  are  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  warriors!!  Pilamaya 
(thank  you) . They  will  return  again  tomorrow  night  to  see  that  the 
changes  are  followed  as  promised. 

I have  been  asked  to  relay  to  you  from  Chief  Shelton  that  he  sends  a 
big  WADO  for  all  your  strong  support,  strength  and  good  hearts.  It  has 
surely  not  only  touched  his  heart,  but  has  been  a blessing  as  well. 

NOW  we  ask  you  all  to  continue  the  support,  it  is  not  finished.  We 
still  have  that  Mountain  to  finish  climbing.  Please  continue  your  faxes, 
letters  and  articles  coming  in! 

The  National  President  for  the  laycee's  is  trying  desperately  to  work 
with  us  in  a good  way.  When  you  continue  to  write  to  him,  as  well  as 
other  laycee's,  please  write  to  them  in  a peaceful  way,  stress  your 
points,  but  no  threats  please. 

On  a personal  note,  I thank  each  and  everyone  of  you  out  there  for  your 
continued  efforts  to  help  change  the  laws,  protect  the  honor  and  the 
bones  of  the  Ancestors  and  the  way  we  are  coming  together  as  one  people. 
For  this  we  have  waited  a long  time.  It  is  a journey  I am  personally 
proud  to  be  walking  in.  Tonight  my  heart  sings! 

Toksa ...  Laurie  Good  Hands  Woman  Wheeler 
Protest  Coordinator 

"RE : Task  Force  Outlines  Plan  to  Address  Youth  Suicide"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Oct  2000  08:12:32  -0700 
From:  "Lona"  <tahomagirl@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Task  Force  Outlines  Plan  to  Address  Youth  Suicide 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <indianz@egroups.com> 

http: //www. imdiversity . com/Article_Detail . asp?Article_ID=925 

By  Blake  Nicholson,  Associated  Press  Writer 

BISMARCK,  N.D.  (AP)  --  A task  force  has  developed  a statewide  plan 
to  try  to  slow  the  number  of  suicides  among  North  Dakota  young  people. 

The  plan  put  together  by  the  North  Dakota  Adolescent  Suicide  Task 
Force  has  several  components,  many  of  which  deal  with  educating  people 
on  how  to  recognize  warning  signs,  and  involving  people,  organizations 
and  communities  in  prevention  efforts. 

Cynthia  Mala,  executive  director  of  the  North  Dakota  Indian  Affairs 
Commission,  said  geographical  and  cultural  isolation  are  the  lead 
causes  of  suicide  among  Indian  young  people.  The  problem  hit  close  to 
home  for  Mala,  who  said  one  of  her  three  children  attempted  suicide 
last  month. 

"It  is  a very  difficult  thing  to  deal  with,"  she  said. 

"Traditionally,  we  have  looked  at  suicide  and  said  there  isn't 
anything  we  can  do  to  prevent  it,"  said  Carol  Holzer,  an  injury 
prevention  program  director  for  the  state  Health  Department.  "There 


are  things  we  can  do." 

Between  1987  and  1996,  North  Dakota  had  the  second-highest  suicide 
rate  in  the  nation  for  children  ages  10  to  14,  with  four  suicides  per 
100,000  children,  according  to  the  federal  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
and  Prevention.  The  national  rate  for  the  age  group  was  1.6  suicides 
per  100,000  population. 

For  children  ages  15  to  19,  the  state's  rate  of  18  suicides  per 
100,000  people  was  the  sixth-highest  in  the  country.  The  national  rate 
was  10.7  per  100,000. 

North  Dakota's  suicide  rate  for  all  ages  mirrors  the  national 
average  of  11.6  per  100,000  people.  But  suicide  is  the  second-leading 
cause  of  death  for  North  Dakota  youth,  behind  vehicle  accidents. 

Officials  say  the  youth  suicide  rates  tend  to  be  higher  among 
American  Indians.  For  example,  between  1989  and  1998,  the  suicide  rate 
among  North  Dakota  Indians  ages  15-24  was  73.8  per  100,000  people, 
compared  with  17.2  per  100,000  for  non-Indians. 

In  1998,  Standing  Rock  Indian  Reservation  officials  reported  at 
least  a half-dozen  youth  suicides  in  less  than  a year  and  said  nearly 
125  young  people  were  being  monitored  by  health  officials. 

Lt.  Gov.  Rosemarie  Myrdal,  chairwoman  of  the  task  force,  said 
several  factors  might  be  causing  North  Dakota's  youth  suicide  rate  to 
be  higher  than  the  rate  in  other  states. 

"Remoteness,  isolation,  cultural  factors,  the  stigma  associated  with 
mental  health  services  and  higher  rates  of  youth  alcohol  use  might  be 
factors,"  she  said. 

The  task  force  plan  includes  the  formation  of  suicide  crisis 
response  teams,  youth  leadership  programs  and  mentoring  programs,  and 
it  seeks  to  educate  people  and  organizations  who  deal  with  children 
about  how  to  recognize  and  deal  with  warning  signs.  It  also  encourages 
a statewide  campaign  on  gun  safety. 

"Firearms  is  the  method  of  choice"  among  young  people  who  attempt 
suicide,  Flolzer  said. 

The  task  force  plan  involves  many  organizations  and  agencies.  The 
Mental  Health  Association  of  North  Dakota  will  coordinate  the  efforts, 
and  the  task  force  will  monitor  the  process. 

"Suicide  prevention  is  a complex  issue,"  Holzer  said.  "Because  of 
the  multiple  risk  factors  that  lead  to  suicide,  a multifaceted 
approach  must  be  used  to  identify  high-risk  youth  and  then  to  provide 
appropriate  interventions  and  treatments. 

"There  is  not  going  to  be  a single  measure  that  is  going  to 
immediately  reduce  our  suicide  rates,"  she  added. 

The  state  Children's  Services  Coordinating  Committee  is  providing  a 
$75,000  grant  to  fund  the  plan  over  the  next  year. 

Holzer  said  the  plan  does  not  have  a specific  budget,  but  task  force 
member  Mark  LoMurray,  a social  worker  in  Bismarck,  estimated  the  total 
cost  at  around  $200,000  and  said  other  sources  of  funding  will  be 
sought . 

_-> 
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B.C.  Aboriginal  Affairs  minister  says  there  could  be  'Burnt  Church' 
outbreaks  everywhere  if  Stockwell  Day  is  elected 
By  STEVE  MERTL--  The  Canadian  Press 

VANCOUVER  (CP)  --  A Canadian  Alliance  victory  in  the  upcoming  federal 
election  could  trigger  Burnt  Church-like  confrontations  with  First 


Nations  across  the  country,  says  B.C.  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  Dale 
Lovick. 

Lovick,  attending  an  Aboriginal  business  summit  Thursday,  said  neither 
the  Alliance  nor  the  provincial  Liberal  opposition  had  any  commitment  to 
the  B.C.  treaty  process. 

But  if  the  Alliance  wins  the  federal  election,  expected  to  be  called 
Sunday,  or  there  is  even  a minority  government,  then  "we  have  a problem 
with  First  Nations  across  the  country,"  he  said.  Lovick  noted  even  the 
current  Liberal  government,  ostensibly  committed  to  resolving  land  claims 
and  signing  treaties,  has  been  locked  in  a bitter,  often  violent 
confrontation  with  the  Mi'kmaq  of  Burnt  Church,  N.B.,  over  fishing  rights. 

"Put  Stockwell  Day  in  charge  and  you'll  have  Burnt  Church  everywhere  in 
the  country,  God  help  us,"  Lovick  said  in  an  interview. 

The  Alliance  election  platform  says  it  would  respect  existing  Aboriginal 
and  treaty  rights  but  rejects  any  special  measures,  such  as  Native-only 
fishing  quotas  or  resource  set-asides. 

The  party  believes  First  Nations  should  be  given  powers  similar  to 
municipal  governments,  including  the  right  to  collect  taxes.  Land  claims 
should  be  resolved,  but  with  participation  from  all  interested  parties. 
Grand  Chief  Edward  Dohn  of  the  First  Nations  Summit,  who  revealed  Friday 
he'd  been  approached  to  run  for  the  federal  Liberals  in  the  coming  vote, 
condemned  the  Alliance's  Aboriginal  policies  as  regressive. 

"The  politics  of  exclusion  of  the  Alliance  is  mostly  based  on  fear," 
said  John.  The  respected  B.C.  Aboriginal  leader  said  he's  decided  not  to 
run  --  he  was  being  considered  for  the  Alliance-held  seat  of  Skeena  -- 
because  the  timing  was  wrong  and  he  suffered  a heart  attack  two  years  ago. 

But  he  said  he  plans  to  work  to  get  more  Aboriginals  involved  in  federal 
and  provincial  politics  and  to  get  out  the  vote.  In  a speech  to  the 
conference,  Lovick  attacked  B.C.  Liberal  Leader  Gordon  Campbell,  saying  he 
was  in  denial  about  the  need  to  make  treaties. 

The  provincial  Liberals  say  they  would  consult  British  Columbians  to 
develop  a negotiating  mandate  applicable  to  all  treaty  talks. 

"I  think  the  notion  of  saying  we  should  put  the  issue  of  treaties  to  a 
referendum  is  lunatic,"  said  Lovick.  But  the  Liberals'  Aboriginal  affairs 
critic  said  the  minister  has  it  wrong.  "Unfortunately,  Mr.  Lovick  and  the 
NDP  are  locked  into  this  mindset  that  anyone  who  wants  to  consult 
directly  with  British  Columbians  is  using  that  as  a mechanism  to  frustrate 
the  settlement  of  negotiations,"  said  Mike  de  Dong. 

Such  a consultation  could  in  fact  speed  negotiations  by  giving  everyone 
a voice,  he  said.  "There  is  general  consensus,  I am  convinced,  of  the 
need  to  negotiate  settlements,"  said  de  Dong.  "What  we  are  saying  is 
let's  open  up  the  process  by  which  the  mandate  the  provincial  government 
takes  to  the  table  are  developed." 

The  treaty  process,  which  includes  land  claims  covering  practically  all 
of  British  Columbia,  is  expected  to  be  a top  issue  in  the  B.C.  federal 
campaign,  said  Daniel  Watts,  co-chairman  of  the  B.C.  First  Nations  Summit. 

The  summit  represents  the  51  First  Nations  currently  involved  in  treaty 
talks,  covering  more  than  70  per  cent  of  the  B.C.  Aboriginal  population. 

But  after  six  years,  no  treaties  have  been  signed  and  a couple  of  Bands 
have  even  backed  away  from  proposals  late  in  the  process.  Critics  on  both 
sides  say  the  process  has  bogged  down.  "We're  six  years  into  it  and  the 
question  is  how  many  treaties  have  we  got,"  said  de  Dong.  However,  Watts 
said  he  doubted  even  a change  of  government  in  Ottawa  would  derail  things 
at  this  stage. 

Lovick  said  it's  an  over-reaction  to  suggest  the  process  has  broken  down. 

"It's  worth  nothing  that  we're  still  looking  at  about  70  per  cent  in  the 
process,"  he  said.  "Even  those  that  have  said  we  don't  like  the  offers 
very  much  are  still  at  the  table."  The  pace  of  treaty  talks  have  fostered 
a climate  of  uncertainty  for  businesses  worried  about  their  access  to 
Crown  land  and  resources. 

The  Aboriginal  business  summit,  now  in  its  fifth  year,  has  show-cased 
hundreds  of  joint  ventures  between  First  Nations  and  businesses. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service. 
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An  example  of  the  limited  effort  toward  saving  salmon.  --  jws 
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Seattle  Times:  Local  News:  Wednesday,  October  25,  2000 
Tokul  Creek  Chinook  arrive  at  spawn  site  by  special  delivery 
by  Lynda  V.  Mapes  <lmapes@seattletimes . com> 

Seattle  Times  staff  reporter 

The  chinook  salmon  eases  from  its  black  rubber  carrying  case,  fat 
and  slippery,  and  slides  into  Tokul  Creek. 

It's  one  of  nearly  100  chinook  - a blend  of  hatchery  and  wild  fish 
- rescued  this  spawning  season  from  below  an  impassable  dam  at  a 
Washington  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  fish  hatchery. 

While  conditions  for  threatened  salmon  at  this  hatchery  in  eastern 
King  County  are  particularly  dire,  it  isn't  the  only  trouble  spot. 

Fish  encounter  problems  at  about  30  of  90  state  hatcheries, 
according  to  a Duly  1997  survey  by  the  state  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Department.  Those  problems  run  the  gamut,  including  faulty  fish 
screens  and  structures  that  block  passage  for  some  fish  at  certain 
times  of  year. 

At  some  of  those  facilities,  fish  are  carried  by  state  hatchery 
staff  to  spawning  grounds  above  the  hatcheries,  said  Larry  Peck, 
deputy  director  of  the  department.  But  the  rescue  of  Puget  Sound 
chinook  at  Tokul  Creek  is  unique. 

Each  weekday  morning  since  late  September  hatchery  staff  members 
have  netted  any  chinook  trapped  below  the  dam  and  loaded  them  into  a 
truck  that  looks  like  it  should  be  delivering  fuel  oil. 

The  truck  lumbers  above  the  dam  and  the  chinook  are  taken  out  of 
the  back  with  a net,  then  slid  one  at  a time  into  wet  black-rubber 
sleeves . 

Hatchery  staff,  with  help  from  volunteers  and  staff  from 
Washington  Trout,  a preservation  group,  then  walk  the  fish  to  the 
upper  reaches  of  Tokul  Creek.  The  program  started  this  year  and  will 
continue  until  mid-November  at  a cost  of  $38,500. 

After  a landslide  on  the  bank  opposite  the  hatchery  10  years  ago, 
fine  sediments  continue  to  wash  into  the  lower  creek  below  the  dam, 
ruining  the  spawning  gravel  there.  A big  slide  two  years  ago  made  it 
worse . 

Salmon  lay  their  eggs  in  gravel  on  the  creek  bottom;  cold  water 
running  through  the  gravel  delivers  oxygen  to  the  eggs.  Sediment 
blocks  the  oxygen  supply  and  the  eggs  suffocate. 

Because  of  the  sediment  loads  in  lower  Tokul  Creek,  spawning 
success  there  could  be  cut  at  least  in  half,  and  even  reduced  to 
zero,  said  Curt  Kraemer,  district  fish  and  wildlife  biologist. 

It  is  important,  then,  to  keep  moving  the  fish  upstream,  he  said. 

"We  should  have  access  for  fish  up  there,  no  question  about  it.  In  a 
perfect  world  we  would  fix  it  (the  hatchery)  right  away." 

The  hatchery  on  Tokul  Creek  is  on  a short  list  of  top  10 
hatcheries  in  need  of  repair.  But  retrofitting  old  hatcheries  that 
don't  meet  modern  standards,  especially  under  the  Endangered  Species 
Act,  will  cost  tens  of  millions  of  dollars. 

The  Department  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  has  requested  $10  million  for 
repair  work  in  the  coming  two  years  alone.  The  cost  could  top  $50 
million  in  the  next  five  to  eight  years.  Peck  said. 

The  Tokul  Creek  facility,  which  produces  several  species  of  trout 
as  well  as  winter  and  summer  steelhead  for  sport  fisheries,  dates 
back  to  1901. 

Chinook  enter  the  creek  from  Puget  Sound,  swimming  first  though 


the  Snohomish  Riven  and  then  to  the  Snoqualmie  before  finding  their 
way  to  the  spawning  grounds. 

The  diversion  dam  that  sends  the  water  into  hatchery  ponds 
completely  blocks  fish  from  reaching  spawning  and  rearing  habitat 
above  it,  said  Larry  Klube,  who  manages  the  hatchery  for  the 
department . 

The  screen  on  the  dam  needs  to  be  replaced  to  keep  baby  fish  from 
squeezing  through  it  and  getting  trapped  in  the  hatchery,  Klube  said. 
And  a concrete  apron  below  the  dam  makes  for  a hard  landing  when  fish 
head  downstream. 

The  dam's  fish  ladder  was  ruined  in  a flood  10  years  ago  and  never 
repaired.  The  department  has  requested  money  to  fix  it  from  the 
Legislature  every  year  since  the  1990  flood,  each  time  without 
success . 

The  move  to  retrofit  hatcheries  is  linked  to  an  ongoing  shift  in 
the  department's  hatchery  policy.  When  older  hatcheries  were  built, 
managers  often  constructed  them  to  exclude  passage  of  fish  to 
spawning  habitat  above  the  hatchery. 

They  feared  salmon  in  the  habitat  above  a hatchery  might  transmit 
viruses  that  could  sicken  hatchery  fish.  Today,  hatcheries  are 
supposed  to  fit  with  the  needs  of  wild  fish,  not  the  other  way 
around.  Peck  said. 

"These  (hatcheries)  were  built  in  a past  era  and  we  see  there  is  a 
definite  problem,  and  we  want  to  address  it  forthrightly  and 
squarely,"  he  said. 

State  money  for  the  rescue  effort  helped  build  a temporary  weir  on 
the  creek  to  steer  fish  into  a trap  so  they  may  be  transported.  State 
money  is  also  going  for  Washington  Trout's  staff  time  spent  on  the 
rescue. 

This  emergency-room  project  could  continue  every  fall  for  years. 

So  far  it  appears  to  be  only  partially  successful. 

A survey  by  the  department  found  46  redds,  or  nests,  in  Tokul 
Creek  so  far  this  spawning  season,  and  only  12  of  them  were  above  the 
dam,  Kraemer  said. 

In  1999  officials  estimated  347  Chinook  and  138  redds  in  the 
creek.  An  unknown  number  of  strays  from  Chinook  hatcheries  were 
included  in  that  count. 

Some  fish  transported  above  the  dam  are  cruising  back  down  over 
it;  biologists  aren't  sure  why.  Some  are  also  dying  before  they 
spawn,  possibly  because  of  handling  stress,  Klube  said. 

There  also  isn't  a lot  of  suitable  spawning  habitat  above  the  dam 
this  year,  possibly  only  enough  for  about  10  female  fish,  Kraemer 
said.  Female  Chinook  guarding  their  nests  may  be  chasing  off  new 
arrivals  transported  above  the  dam. 

It  will  cost  about  $1.5  million  to  replace  the  dam  with  a modern 
structure  at  Tokul  Creek,  said  Darrell  Mills,  a coordinator  of 
hatchery  retrofitting  at  the  department. 

There  is  no  date  certain  by  which  the  repairs  will  be  made;  the 
work  will  depend  on  the  availability  of  money  to  do  it. 

That  infuriates  Kurt  Beardslee,  executive  director  of  Washington 
Trout . 

"The  public  needs  to  have  some  reassurance  they  are  moving 
forward,"  he  said  of  the  department. 

"Otherwise  it's  like  saying  'if  we  win  the  lottery  we  will  fix  it.' 

In  addition  to  doing  right  by  the  fish,  the  department  should  be 
setting  a better  example  for  the  citizens  it  serves  - and  regulates, 
Beardslee  said. 

Klube,  the  hatchery  manager,  agreed: 

"The  state  requires  people  to  remove  barriers  to  fish  passage.  How 
can  you  require  that  of  someone  and  not  do  it  yourself? 

"The  state  has  to  step  up  to  the  plate." 

E-mail  Comments  to  Editor  : Opinion@seatimes.com 

Copyright  (c)  2000  The  Seattle  Times  Company 

http: //www. seattletimes . com/news/general/ copyright . html 


To  contact  the  list  owner,  use  stephenL@indiana.edu 

"RE ; Stop  the  Railroad  in  the  Sacred  Black  Hills"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Oct  2000  11:04:07  EDT 
From:  tatankanajin@hotmail.com  (Robert) 

Sub j : Stop  the  Railroad  in  the  Sacred  Black  Hills! 

Permission  to  Reprint  From  Charmaine  White  Face: 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <indianz@egroups . com> 

The  Surface  Transportation  Board  will  conduct  a Public  Meeting 
on  the  Dakota,  Minnesota  & Eastern  Railroad  (DM&E) 
on  Thursday,  Nov.  2,  2000,  from  6:00  to  10:00  p.m. 
at  the  Rushmore  Plaza  Civic  Center  in  Rapid  City. 

Anyone  concerned  about  the  30,000  people  of  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation  and  the  sacred  Black  Hills 
need  to  speak  and  also  write  letters  because: 

1.  The  DM&E  Railroad  plans  to  build  a new  railroad  line 
around  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  This  is 
a violation  of  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaties  of  1851  and  1868. 

2.  The  Black  Hills  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council  and  the  OST 

Council  has  already  passed  a resolution  opposing  the  building  of  this 
railroad  line  but  have  been  ignored. 

3.  Air  pollutants  created  by  surface  mining  of  coal  in  the 

Powder  River  Basin  in  Wyoming  is  carried  by  the  wind  and  is 
causing  increased  air  pollution  in  the  Black  Hills  and  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation. 

4.  Air  pollutants  created  by  surface  mining  of  coal  in  the 

Powder  River  Basin  in  Wyoming  could  cause  acid  rain  in  the  Black 
Hills  and  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

5.  The  DM&E  Railroad  with  its  many  trains  will  cause 

increased  air  pollution  of  coal  dust,  diesel  fumes,  and  exhaust  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

6.  The  DM&E  Railroad  with  its  many  trains  will  increase  the 

chance  of  fires  on  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  reservation  and 
in  Red  Shirt  Village. 

7.  The  land  on  which  the  DM&E  railroad  track  is  to  be  built 

contains  historic  massacre  sites. 

8.  The  DM&E  Railroad  track  and  its  trains  will  stop  the 

migratory  path  of  the  pronghorn  antelope  back  to  their  winter  home  in 
the  Black  Hills. 

9.  The  land  that  the  DM&E  railroad  track  is  to  be  built  on 

is  shale  which  is  very  unstable  and  causes  landslides  among  other 

things . 

10.  A question  that  hasn't  been  answered  is:  what  will  be 
carried  in  the  empty  rail  cars  on  their  return  trip  to  Wyoming? 

Send  your  letters  to: 

Office  of  the  Secretary 
Case  Control  Unit 
Attention:  Victoria  Rutson 
STB  Finance  Docket  No.  33407 
Surface  Transportation  Board 


1925  K Street  NW 
WASHINGTON  DC  20423-0001 


For  further  information  contact: 

Charmaine  White  Face, 
phone:  605-343-5387 
cwhiteface@aol . com 

Mailing  address:  PO  Box  140,  Manderson,  SD  57756 
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* Stop-the-Slaughter/  Buffalo-Talk  List  Serve  Info 
Greetings  Friends  of  the  Buffalo! 

Dust  a quick  note  to  those  of  you  that  are  new  to  the  list  and  a 
hearty  hello  to  those  who  have  been  receiving  the  updates  in  the  past. 

This  list  disseminates  information  about  the  last  wild  buffalo  - in 
and  around  Yellowstone  National  Park.  Updates  are  sent  out  about 
once  a week  and  are  kept  short  and  newsworthy.  The  lists  recipients 
are  kept  confidential  and  you  will  only  receive  info  re:  the  buffalo. 
Articles  include  updates  from  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  (the  only 
group  working  365  days  a year  in  the  field  with  the  buffalo),  news 
articles  of  particular  interest  and  information  regarding  legal 
issues,  planning  and  current  events  that  directly  affect  the  welfare 
of  the  buffalo.  It  is  not  a discussion  list. 

This  list  is  an  important  tool  in  getting  the  word  out  to  concerned 
folks  on  how  they  can  help  speak  out  in  behalf  of  the  buffalo  and 
future  generations.  A simple  way  to  help  is  to  forward  the 
newsletter  to  friends  and  family  and  they  in  turn  can  subscribe  if 
they  are  concerned.  Directions  for  subscriptions  are  at  the  bottom 
of  this  note.  These  updates  can  also  be  forwarded  to  other  like 
minded  newsgroups  and  list  serves  so  that  the  public  can  be  aware  of 
what  is  happening  with  the  buffalo. 

If  you  would  like  a hard  copy  of  our  newsletter  - please  send  your 
snail  mail  address  to:  mailto: buffalo@wildrockies .org.  There  is  also 
a PDF  version  at  : http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  over  the  years  have  read  these  updates, 
written  letters,  sent  donations  and  raised  your  voices  for  the 
buffalo.  Welcome  to  those  of  you  who  are  interested  in  adding  your 
voice  to  those  who  care. 

As  we  begin  another  winter  of  protecting  the  buffalo-  thank  you  all! 
for  the  buffalo! 


* Update  from  the  Field 

First  off,  a heart  felt  thanks  to  the  30  plus  people  that  came  down 
from  Missoula  last  weekend  for  woodcut  weekend.  I am  proud  to  say 
that  as  of  today  all  of  our  wood  is  in,  bucked  up  and  ready  for  the 
wood  stoves. 

This  past  week  we  started  patrols.  This  is  the  earliest  in  the  history 
of  the  Buffalo  Field  Campaign  that  we  have  had  to  start  patrolling. 

There  are  about  20  buffalo  that  are  outside  Yellowstone  National  Park 
boundaries  or  just  within  its  borders.  This  suggests  a harsh  winter 
is  on  its  way. 

The  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  is  already  hazing  and  harassing 
the  buffalo  (with  cracker  guns).  Three  horses  were  injured  by 
buffalo  in  Dale  Koelzer's  (the  man  that  allows  DOL  to  use  his  land) 
fields  near  Duck  Creek.  The  horses  belong  to  Shane,  a local 


Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  agent.  Why  the  DOL  is  keeping  its 
horses  there  is  a mystery.  There  are  no  cattle  in  the  area  and 
absolutely  no  reason  why  the  DOL  should  be  hazing  and  stressing  the 
buffalo  at  this  time  of  year.  It  is  known  that  hazing,  capture  and 
confinement  places  additional  stress  on  bison,  separates  members  of 
the  herd  and  breaks  social  bonds.  Additionally,  "[r]epeated  hazing 
in  early  winter  may  produce  weight  loss  and  poor  body  condition, 
which  decreases  the  animal's  ability  to  endure  the  remaining  winter." 
(Bison  Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement;  Volume  I,  page  762) 

The  fact  that  they  are  hazing  and  not  yet  slaughtering  implies  that 
the  DOL  has  their  hands  tied  until  after  the  upcoming  elections.  I 
know  that  however  the  elections  turn  out,  the  DOL  will  be  out  with  a 
vengeance  against  the  buffalo  this  year. 

On  a brighter  note,  we  are  ready! ! Volunteers  are  contacting  us 
everyday  and  the  energy  is  new  and  vibrant.  Return  warriors  are  en 
route  and  people  all  over  the  world  are  outraged. 

A special  thanks  to  all  of  the  people  sending  donations  and  letters 
of  support,  we  wouldn't  be  here  without  you.  Please  continue  to  send 
in  the  donations  as  we  are  a nonprofit  and  can  make  a buck  go  a long 
ways.  Know  that  all  your  support  (no  matter  what  size)  keeps  us 
stronger  in  the  field,  knowing  people  support  us. 

Our  commitment  to  you  is  that  we  will  be  here  until  the  buffalo  have 
their  justice  served. 

With  the  Buffalo, 

Michael  S.  Mease 
Buffalo  Field  Campaign 
(formerly  Buffalo  Nations) 

PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies.org 
www .wild roc kies . org/buff alo 
WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO? 

Give  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  a call  and  tell  them  to 
stop  stressing  the  buffalo  with  their  unnecessary  hazing. 

Arnold  Gertonson;  Montana  State  Vet:  mailto:agertonson@mt.gov 

Marc  Bridges;  Director;  Department  of  Livestock 

Montana  Department  of  Livestock 

Box  202201 

Helena,  MT  59620 

phone  from  in-state  at  1-800-523-3162;  ext.  3 or 
out  of  state  406.444  2023  or  406.449  2095 


* Puzzle  Winner 

In  a previous  update  - we  started  a contest  for  folks  to  send  in  an 
answer  to  the  crossword  puzzle  in  the  newsletter.  On  Friday  the  13th 
- a winner  was  drawn  from  the  correct  answers  to  win  a BFC  T-shirt. 
The  winner  was 

Morning  Cloud  and  Standing  Stone 
and  they  chose  a 

Buffalo  Head  design  t-shirt,  XL. 

The  question  (16  down):  The  governor  of  Montana  responsible  for  the 
buffalo  slaughter. 

The  answer  : Marc  Racicot 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  sent  in  answers. 


BFC  is  the  only  group  working  365  days  a year  in  Yellowstone  with  the 
buffalo. 

Under  IRS  determination  - donations  to  501(c)(3)  non-profit 
organizations  are  tax  deductible.  Contributions  to  BFC  are 
tax-deductible  to  the  extent  allowed  by  law  and  support  our 
aggressive,  frontline  volunteer  campaigns. 

NEW  Buffalo  Compilation  Video  available.  Schedule  a showing  in  your 
community  or  take  one  to  your  local  library!  For  more  info: 


mailto: cmcr@wildrockies . org 


WHO  CARES?? 

Stop-the-slaughten  Buffalo  updates  are  mailed  about  3-4/month. 

Caring  Buffalo  folks  can  sign  up.  Help  get  the  word  out  - Pass  this 
update  on  to  7 friends.  Together  we  can  raise  our  voices  and  be 
heard . . . 


"RE : Sand  Creek  Memorial" 

Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  11:49:55  -0500 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy . org> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="Sand  Creek" 

Indian  Massacre  Site  To  Get  Memorial 
by  ROBERT  WELLER 
Associated  Press  Writer 

DENVER  (AP)  --  The  scores  of  American  Indians  killed  in  a U.S.  Army 
massacre  136  years  ago  will  be  memorialized  under  legislation  sponsored 
by  a descendant  of  the  victims  and  awaiting  President  Clinton's  signature. 
The  bill  was  passed  by  voice  vote  Monday  in  the  House  and  by  the  Senate 
earlier.  Clinton  has  indicated  he  would  sign  it. 

"Fewer  than  5 percent  of  all  the  bills  that  are  introduced  each  year 
become  law.  The  fact  that  this  one  did  in  a matter  of  weeks  is  a 
testament  to  the  overwhelming  acknowledgment  by  Americans  that  we  are 
better  than  our  past/'  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  said. 

Campbell's  ancestors  were  among  the  more  than  150  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho 
Indians  who  died  Nov.  29,  1864,  when  nearly  1,000  men  under  the  command 
of  Col.  3ohn  M.  Chivington  surrounded  hundreds  of  Indians  camped  on  the 
banks  of  the  creek. 

Historians  say  when  the  first  shots  were  fired,  Cheyenne  Chief  Black 
Kettle  raised  an  American  flag  and  a white  cloth  of  truce.  It  drew  more 
fire. 

One  soldier,  Capt.  Silas  Soule,  later  described  to  Congress  the 
gruesome  scene  where  troops  slaughtered  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  women, 
children  and  elderly  men. 

"It  was  hard  to  see  little  children  on  their  knees  have  their  brains 
beat  out  by  men  professing  to  be  civilized,"  wrote  Soule,  whose  words 
were  retold  by  Campbell  this  summer  in  hearings  on  creating  the  memorial. 

The  1865  congressional  probe  sparked  by  Soule  and  other  witnesses 
condemned  the  massacre,  but  those  involved  were  never  punished  and 
promised  reparations  were  never  paid.  Soule  was  assassinated  in  Denver 
shortly  after  testifying. 

David  Halaas,  Colorado  state  historian,  said  the  massacre  ignited  12 
years  of  wars  with  Indians,  who  had  become  convinced  the  government 
wanted  to  kill  them  all.  Sand  Creek's  impact  culminated  12  years  later  at 
Little  Big  Horn,  where  Lt.  Col.  George  Custer  and  his  7th  Cavalry  unit 
were  massacred,  he  said.  The  Sand  Creek  Massacre  Historical  Site,  to  be 
located  on  12,480  acres  of  rolling  prairie  160  miles  southeast  of  Denver, 
will  be  the  first  to  memorialize  one  of  the  half-dozen  major  massacres  of 
peaceful  Indians  in  the  West. 

Indians  have  long  said  the  number  of  sites  honoring  settlers  and 
soldiers  in  the  West  fail  to  recognize  their  side  of  the  story.  A 
Colorado  town  near  the  massacre  site  is  named  for  Chivington. 

The  federal  designation  would  help  protect  the  site  from  artifact 
poachers  and  allow  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  tribal  members  to  create  a burial 
ground  there  and  to  reclaim  remains  of  victims. 

"There  is  a desire  among  many  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  just  to  be 
able  to  come  to  the  site,"  Campbell's  spokesman,  Christophe  Changery, 
said . 


On  the  Net: 

Documents  on  the  Sand  Creek  massacre: 


http: //www. color adocol lege. edu/ Li br a ry /Spec i a ICol lections /Manuscripts . htm 
Some  of  the  testimony  at  the  1865  congressional  inquiry 
is  reprinted  at:  http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest 
AP- NY- 10 -24 -00  0332EDT 

Copyright  c.  Newsday,  Inc.  Produced  by  Newsday  Electronic  Publishing. 

"RE : Spending  on  Repairs  of  Indian  Schools  May  Rise"  

Date:  10/5/00  2:28:26  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
Sub j : Repairs  of  Indian  Schools 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[from  Paul  Pureau.  Thanks!] 

Spending  on  Repairs  of  Indian  Schools  May  Rise 
Thursday,  October  5,  2000 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

WASHINGTON  --  Funding  to  rebuild  and  repair  crumbling  American 
Indian  reservation  schools  would  more  than  double  under  a spending 
bill  that  appears  headed  for  passage  in  Congress. 

The  Interior  Department  spending  plan  includes  about  $293  million 
for  reservation  school  construction,  more  than  twice  the  $133  million 
spent  this  year.  That  is  enough  to  rebuild  six  of  the  worst  schools 
and  make  essential  repairs  to  others. 

Overall  spending  on  the  Indian  Health  Service  and  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  would  increase  $475.5  million,  or  11  percent.  The  two 
agencies  are  the  main  source  of  federal  programs  for  about  2.5 
million  American  Indians. 

The  Interior  bill  has  President  Clinton's  backing  and  has  already 
cleared  the  House. 

Tribal  leaders  say  they  are  encouraged  by  the  jump  in  education 
spending  in  the  bill. 

Most  of  the  187  BIA-funded  schools  on  reservations  need  work  and 
the  agency  has  a $1  billion  backlog  of  repairs. 

"RE;  ASU  Program  Producing  Native  Teachers"  

Date:  Sun,  8 Oct  2000  21:25:15  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : ASU  program  producing  Native  American  teachers  (Fwd) 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http: //www. arizonarepublic. com/arizona/articles/1004indianed04. html 

ASU  program  producing  Native  American  teachers 
By  Dacqueline  Simone  Gayle 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Oct.  4,  2000 

As  a Sioux  Indian,  musician  and  part-time  teacher,  Valerie  Boyd  doesn't 
remember  many  native  teachers  on  the  reservation  school  she  attended  in 
Fort  Peck,  Mont. 

She  wants  to  make  sure  that  doesn't  happen  here. 

Boyd  is  one  of  18  students  working  toward  an  accelerated  education 
degree  from  Arizona  State  University  through  the  Center  for  Indian 
Education . 

"The  Native  teacher  understands  Native  students,"  said  Boyd,  who  brought 
music  classes  to  the  Gila  Crossing  Community  School,  a reservation  school 
that  until  two  years  ago  lacked  a music  curriculum. 

The  Center  for  Indian  Education  funded  the  ASU  program  with  a $1.2 
million  grant  from  the  Indian  Education  Professional  Development  Program, 
a federal  agency  that  provides  funding  for  universities  and  tribal 
colleges  to  invest  in  Native  American  education.  Through  the  program,  pre- 
service teachers  of  American  Indian  descent  earn  education  degrees  and 
must  teach  in  Maricopa  or  Pinal  counties  after  they  receive  their  degrees. 
Launched  this  fall,  the  program  offers  full  tuition  to  ASU  and  a $1,250 


monthly  stipend,  as  well  as  three  years  of  intensive  teaching  and  Indian 
education  training.  Students  graduate  after  the  second  year  and  devote  the 
third  year  to  finding  jobs  at  reservation  schools  or  public  schools  with  a 
high  population  of  native  students. 

"It's  always  been  very,  very  hard  to  find  qualified  native  teachers," 
said  Octaviana  Trujillo,  director  of  the  Center  for  Indian  Education. 

Native  Americans  in  Arizona  public  schools  scored  lowest  in  the  areas  of 
the  math,  reading  and  language  in  the  Standard  9 Achievement  Test  last 
year  and  had  the  highest  dropout  rates  among  all  ethnic  groups,  the  Center 
for  Indian  Education  reported.  The  center  believes  that  difficulty  with 
communication  and  cultural  isolation  in  education  curriculum  may 
contribute  to  Native  Americans'  poor  academic  achievement. 

"In  the  public  schools,  the  children  do  good  in  elementary  and  junior 

high.  But  I don't  know  why  but  in  high  school  you  have  a lot  who  drop  out, 

" program  participant  Evangeline  Hones  said.  "As  a teacher,  you  try  to 
motivate  kids.  It  would  help  the  children  to  see  and  know  one  of  their  own 
is  teaching  them . " 

Hones  taught  elementary  school  on  her  native  San  Carlos  Apache 
Reservation  in  the  mid-1970s  with  a substitute  teacher  certificate.  She 
said  the  need  back  then  for  rare  Apache-speaking  teachers  forced  school 
officials  to  hire  individuals  without  degrees. 

"I  taught  because  there  was  a need  there,"  she  said. 

When  the  school  hired  Hones,  she  and  another  teacher  were  the  only 
Indian  instructors. 

"It  felt  good  that  they  were  looking  up  to  me,"  Hones  said.  "My  being 

there  made  them  see  that  an  Indian  can  be  a teacher." 

The  program  courses  focus  on  Native  cultural  and  policy  issues  because 
many  of  the  participants  attended  mainstream  schools  or  reservation 
schools  where  Native  American  teachers  are  also  scarce. 

"There's  no  true  identity  here,"  said  Colynn  Seciwa,  a teacher's  aide  at 
Fees  Hunior  High  School.  "They  tend  to  generalize  because  a student  had 
dark  skin,  brown  hair  and  brown  eyes,  they  must  be  Hispanic." 

Seciwa  said  that  while  attending  junior  high  school  in  Tempe,  away  from 
her  native  Zuni  Reservation,  she  felt  isolated  when  she  found  herself  in 
the  minority. 

Attracting  Indian  teachers  has  become  an  undertaking  many  colleges  are 
becoming  involved  in.  Northern  Arizona  University  runs  a program,  funded 
by  the  Department  of  Education,  which  pays  for  the  tuition,  books  and 
housing  for  Hopi  students  to  study  education  and  Dine  Community  College 
aids  local  Navajo  students  to  earn  teaching  certificates. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Plan  Gives  Indians  a Voice  in  Wisconsin  Capitol"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Oct  2000  12:03:50  -0500 

From:  "Hohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  10-13-2000 
Forwarded  by  Hohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Plan  gives  Indians  a voice  in  Capitol  Wisconsin  would  become  second  state 
to  have  tribal  representatives  By  RICHARD  HONES  Milwaukee  Hournal  Sentinel 
Oct.  12,  2000. 

Structure:  The  Legislature  would  seat  a tribal  delegate  in  each  house. 
Role:  The  delegates  could  participate  in  floor  debate  but  not  vote. 
Opposition:  None  so  far. 

Representation:  One  delegate  could  represent  the  six  Chippewa  tribes  in 
northern  Wisconsin,  and  the  other  could  represent  the  tribes  in  southern 
Wisconsin . 

Complications:  The  state  has  11  tribes,  and  each  has  gone  on  record  as 
saying  that  it  wants  a delegate.  Also,  the  Senate  does  not  have  floor 


space  for  a delegate. 


Unknowns:  Delegate  selection  process  and  length  of  terms. 

Madison  - Candidates  who  win  coveted  seats  in  the  state  Legislature  this 
fall  might  have  to  make  room  for  two  more  seats  soon  and  share  some  power 
with  the  11  Indian  tribes  in  Wisconsin. 

A bill  would  allow  one  non-voting  tribal  delegate  in  each  house,  and  if 
the  Legislature  adopts  it,  Wisconsin  would  become  only  the  second  state  to 
welcome  such  delegates.  Maine  has  done  so  since  becoming  a state  in  1820. 

The  proposal  is  one  item  on  the  agenda  Tuesday,  when  the  legislative 
Special  Committee  on  State-Tribal  Relations  is  to  meet.  Although  a work  in 
progress,  it  should  be  ready  for  action  by  the  full  Legislature  early  next 
year,  according  to  the  committee  chairman.  Rep.  Terry  Musser  (R-Black 
River  Falls). 

Musser  likes  the  idea. 

"I  just  think  that  when  you  look  at  Wisconsin,  the  11  different  tribes, 
the  controversies  that  the  state  and  the  tribes  have  had  over  the  years, 
most  of  those  have  been  resolved  by  talking,  communications,  and  I just 
think  this  would  facilitate  that,"  Musser  said. 

Gaiashkibos,  chairman  of  the  Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Chippewa,  broached  the 
idea  at  a state-tribal  relations  committee  meeting  in  March  1999. 

"We  have  a great  vested  interest  in  this  state,"  Gaiashkibos  said.  "We 
have  roots  that  run  long  and  deep,  prior  to  even  statehood  here.  I think 
it  would  be  time  for  the  native  voice  to  be  heard,  especially  on  some  of 
the  issues." 

The  state  and  the  11  sovereign  American  Indian  nations  within  its 
borders  face  the  same  issues,  according  to  Gaiashkibos,  who  as  Lac  Courte 
Oreilles  chairman  also  is  on  the  Great  Lakes  Intertribal  Council. 

"The  economy,  health  care,  welfare  reform,  insurance,  education,  you 
name  it,"  he  said.  "Look  at  the  amount  of  gaming  dollars  being  paid  into 
the  state  today.  I think  the  tribes  do  have  a vested  interest  in  the 
economy.  If  it's  running  smoothly,  then  hopefully  we're  going  to  see  some 
of  those  benefits." 

The  tribes  are  sharing  $24  million  yearly  in  casino  winnings  with  the 
state,  according  to  Gaiashkibos. 

Seating  tribal  delegates  is  a proposal  the  Legislature  needs  to  explore. 
Rep.  Spencer  Coggs  (D-Milwaukee)  said.  Like  Musser,  Coggs  sits  on  the 
American  Indian  study  committee  in  the  Legislature.  The  panel  has  17 
members,  eight  of  them  tribal  members. 

Coggs  said  that  under  the  proposal,  the  Legislature  would  seat  a tribal 
delegate  in  each  house,  just  as  Congress  seats  a non-voting  delegate  from 
the  District  of  Columbia,  currently  Eleanor  Holmes  Norton,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives . 

"She  is  able  to  be  in  committees  and  affect  the  process  but  does  not 
have  the  same  status  as  other  representatives,"  Coggs  said.  "But  it  lets 
the  District  of  Columbia  know  that  it  is  represented  and  there's  somebody 
tending  to  their  best  interests." 

Musser  said  that  surprisingly,  there  has  been  no  opposition,  although 
the  devil  lies  in  the  details.  He  said  the  tribes  might  want  more  than  one 
non-voting  delegate  in  each  house. 

"The  whole  problem  is  literally  going  to  be  that  number,"  Musser  said. 

"I  feel  that  if  we  could  get  one  tribal  representative  to  the  Assembly  and 
one  to  the  Senate,  that  may  be  doable.  But  that  creates  a huge  problem  for 
the  tribes  in  that  there  are  11  different  tribes." 

Mike  Allen,  executive  director  of  the  council,  said  the  tribes  have  gone 
on  record  as  saying  that  they  each  want  a delegate.  Now  they  are  waiting 
for  a response  from  the  state,  he  said. 

Gaiashkibos  said:  "Whether  Wisconsin  would  even  consider  one  would  be  a 
major  milestone.  It's  unrealistic  to  think  that  each  tribe  will  have  a 
representative . " 

If  the  state  allowed  two  delegates,  one  could  represent  the  six  Chippewa 
tribes  in  northern  Wisconsin  and  the  other  could  represent  the  tribes  in 
southern  Wisconsin,  Gaiashkibos  said. 


With  the  tribes  talking  of  11  delegates,  floor  space  becomes  a factor. 
Musser  said  the  Assembly  has  room  to  add  one  seat,  for  an  even  100  members. 
Assembly  members  are  elected  to  two-year  terms.  "But  the  Senate  does  not 
right  now  have  space  available,"  Musser  said. 

The  33  senators,  each  elected  to  a four-year  term,  are  seated  in  a 
chamber  that  is  much  smaller  than  the  Assembly  chamber. 

Sen.  Gary  George  (D-Milwaukee) , a member  of  the  state-tribal  relations 
committee,  was  attending  a governor's  conference  on  technology  Wednesday 
and  was  unavailable  for  comment.  But  aide  Dave  Begel  said  George  supports 
the  idea  behind  the  bill. 

"He  believes  the  original  residents  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  should 
have  a voice  and  participate  in  the  debate,"  Begel  said. 

Many  details  need  to  be  resolved,  such  as  how  delegates  are  selected  and 
how  long  they  will  serve,  Begel  said.  "But  philosophically,  he  thinks  this 
is  a good  and  worthy  idea,"  Begel  said  of  George. 

Under  the  measure,  the  delegates  could  participate  in  floor  debate,  but 
they  could  not  vote  because  of  constitutional  problems,  according  to 
Musser. 

Tribal  members  already  can  vote  in  legislative  races.  If  they  also  were 
represented  in  the  Legislature  by  a tribal  delegate  voting  on  bills,  they 
would  enjoy  greater  representation  than  other  residents. 

The  proposal,  however,  would  allow  the  tribal  delegates  to  introduce 
legislation  and  participate  in  debate.  At  the  committee  level,  they  could 
vote. 

Even  with  those  limited  privileges,  some  lawmakers  might  hesitate  to 
support  the  proposal. 

"We're  talking  about  the  realm  of  power  that  the  Legislature  has,  and  no 
entity  would  give  up  power  willingly  or  quickly,"  Coggs  said.  "So  I think 
it's  going  to  be  something  that  we  all  have  to  sell  to  the  Legislature  as 
a historic  and  just  and  fair  kind  of  proposition." 

Beyond  the  sharing  of  power,  details  such  as  the  salary,  daily  expense 
allowance,  office  space  and  budget  for  the  delegates  need  to  be  resolved. 
Lawmakers  are  paid  about  $42,000  a year  and  are  allowed  up  to  $75  a day 
for  expenses. 

"We  just  have  to  take  it  one  small  step  at  a time  and  see  what  the 
feedback  is,"  Musser  said. 

Musser  said  he  intends  to  introduce  the  bill  early  next  year,  if  the 
tribes  want  to  proceed. 

That's  the  key,  Coggs  said. 

"I  don't  think  we  would  want  to  introduce  something  that  they  would  not 
be  in  favor  of,"  Coggs  said. 

Coggs  said  he  expected  some  lively  debate,  among  lawmakers  as  well  as 
tribal  members.  "It's  not  going  to  be  an  easy  journey  at  all,  but  I think 
it's  a journey  well  worth  it,"  he  said. 

Musser  said:  "Even  if  this  is  not  the  avenue  for  the  tribes  and  the 
state  to  go,  I think  hopefully  we  have  convinced  both  sides  that  a lot  of 
our  problems  can  be  addressed  if  we  just  talk  to  each  other.  Maybe  not 
this  format,  but  some  other  format.  But  at  least  we  have  to  communicate." 
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ELK-KILL  WRONG  WAY  TO  MAKE  AMENDS 
From:  dbain@interchange.ubc.ca  (Don) 

Original  Message  

Sub j : article  from  a local  Vancouver  newspaper 
From:  Farah  Shroff  <fms@ECE .UBC.CA> 

Hello  Again, 

Please  find  below  the  text  of  an  article  that  most  anti-racism 


scholars/activists  would  find  problematic.  On  the  heels  of  incidents  like 
those  at  Burnt  Church,  it's  not  surprising  that  even  more  and  more  roads  are 
not  being  blockaded.  I've  already  contacted  the  editor  and  encourage  others 
to  do  so  as  well.  The  article  is  written  by  'Guy  Bennett'  from  a Vancouver 
weekly  'free'  paper  called  THE  WESTENDER.  'Guy  Bennett'  has  a column 
entitled  'The  Flipside'  and  this  is  from  the  issue  dated  October  5 - 11, 
2000.  THE  WESTENDER'S  particulars  are  at  the  bottom. 

Cheers, 

Farah 

Farah  Shroff 
UBC 


ELK-KILL  WRONG  WAY  TO  MAKE  AMENDS 
by  Guy  Bennett 

Last  week  two  hiking  trails  in  Mount  Robson  Provincial  Park  were  closed 
to  the  public  so  that  a native  family  could  hunt.  This  marks  the  first  time 
that  natives  have  been  allowed  to  hunt  in  a "non-hunting"  B.C.  provincial 
park.  It  follows  a recent  Supreme  Court  ruling  expanding  the  native's 
constitutional  right  to  kill  game  for  "sustenance,  social  or  ceremonial 
purposes . " 

Hikers  in  the  park  were  miffed  to  find  "No  entry"  signs  posted  at  the 
trail-head,  while  gunfire  rang  out  from  the  forest.  During  the  three-day 
closure,  six  natives  killed  two  elk. 

Currently  any  B.C.  native  can  demand  to  kill  game  in  any  of  B.C.'s  600 
provincial  parks.  "It's  their  constitutional  right,"  says  B.C.  Parks 
official  Denis  Moffatt.  "We  have  to  allow  it."  The  family  who  killed  the 
elk  in  Mount  Robson  gave  notice  to  park  officials  on  Monday,  and  showed  up  on 
Friday  with  their  rifles. 

Undeniably,  we  have  abused  the  natives  over  the  last  few  centuries,  but 
if  this  is  part  of  our  attempt  to  make  amends,  it  is  seriously  misjudged.  The 
natives  should  not,  at  this  point,  be  wasting  their  time  running  around  with 
weapons  playing  noble  savage.  The  fact  is,  they  have  no  particular  "bond" 
with  the  environment.  Visit  any  reservation  and  you'll  be  hard-pressed  to 
find  even  a vegetable  garden. 

One  New  Brunswick  native  recently  expressed  his  constitutional  rights  by 
killing  24  moose.  In  1996  an  Inuit  tribe  used  satellite  tracking  to  stalk  a 
bowhead  whale  - then  pumped  100  bullets  into  it,  causing  it  to  sink.  When  it 
resurfaced,  they  towed  it  to  shore,  cut  a couple  of  steaks  off  it,  and  left 
the  rest  to  rot. 

The  only  reason  B.C.  natives  didn't  wreck  the  environment  in  the  first 
place  is  because  they  lacked  the  technology.  They  warmed  up  very  quickly  to 
skidoos,  chainsaws,  powerboats,  rifles  and  four-wheel-drives  once  they  were 
exposed  to  them. 

Of  course  we  feel  crappy  that  we  conquered  the  natives.  But  they  have 
their  own  history  of  cruelty.  Before  the  Europeans  showed  up,  the  Haida 
regularly  invaded  the  Coast  Salish,  killing  the  men  and  taking  the  women  as 
slaves . 

As  long  as  the  natives  continue  to  expend  energy  trying  to  reclaim  this 
bogus  notion  of  their  "traditional  culture",  they  are  doomed  to  poverty  and 
despair. 

Currently,  only  38  percent  of  native  Canadian  children  graduate  from  high 
school  (compared  to  70  percent  of  non-natives.)  According  to  a recent  study, 
97  percent  of  native  Grade  10  students  were  graded  "below  expectations." 

It's  a new  millennium.  If  you're  planning  on  getting  ahead  by  killing  an 
elk,  you're  headed  in  the  wrong  direction.  Native  adults  should  concentrate 
on  taking  parenting  courses  and  helping  their  children  with  their  homework. 
WESTENDER 

200-1490  W.  Broadway 
Vancouver  BC 
Canada  V6H  4E8 
Editorial  - 604-606-8696 
Fax  - 604-606-8687 

managing  editor  - Carlyn  Yandle  604-606-8695 
email  - news@westender.com 

staff  editors  - Mary  Frances  Hill,  Tom  Zillich 


Original  Message  

Date:  25  Oct  00  23:42:49  PDT 

From:  Troy  Hunter  <troyhunter@usa . net> 

Sub j : My  response  to  ELK-KILL  WRONG  WAY  TO  MAKE  AMENDS 
To : protecting_knowledge-owner@egroups . com 

BC  is  Native  Land.  Indigenous  Peoples'  have  the  right  to  hunt,  fish, 
trap  and  kill;  however,  there  is  much  responsibility  and  respect 
concerning  the  practice  of  Aboriginal  Rights. 

The  reason  why  gardening  is  not  going  too  well  on  Indian  Reservations 
is  because  the  Indian  Reservations  were  selected  based  on  lands  the 
settlers  weren't  interested  in,  due  to  poor  soil,  lack  of  water,  etc. 
Indian  Reservations  are  certainly  not  best  choice  in  terms  of 
agricultural  property.  Moreover,  most  Natives  can't  get  loans  for 
machinery  and  there  is  high  unemployment  amongst  them  because  of  racism. 
How  are  the  First  Nations  going  to  develop  their  land  when  the  banks 
won't  give  them  money  and  local  industries  won't  hire  them  for  the  good 
long  term  jobs. 

Many  First  Nations  people  are  trying  to  achieve  harmony  with  all  peoples 
and  the  BC  Treaty  Process  is  one  step  however,  there  are  problems  such 
as  having  to  borrow  money  to  negotiate.  There  is  unfinished  business 
here  in  BC  and  the  First  Nations  have  never  been  conquered.  Most  of  the 
Province  has  no  treaty  in  place  for  First  Nations  so  until  such  a time 
where  there  is  agreement,  the  Indigenous  Peoples  will  go  into  the  parks 
and  elsewhere  to  take  what  they  need  for  societal,  ceremonial  and 
sustainable  purposes. 

The  First  Nations  didn't  get  a referendum  to  decide  whether  or  not  they 
wanted  to  be  locked  onto  Indian  Reservations,  and  they  didn't  get  much 
of  a say  whether  or  not  provincial  and  federal  parks  should  be 
established  in  their  traditional  territories,  which  have  been  used  by 
them  for  thousands  of  years. 

The  recent  closure  of  Mount  Robson  Provincial  Park  for  hunting  purposes 
is  applauded  and  I look  forward  to  seeing  more  opportunities  for  the 
Indigenous  Peoples  to  continue  their  ways  of  life  throughout  their 
traditional  territories. 

All  cultures  adapt  to  technological  change.  Aboriginal  people  use 
firearms  and  four  wheel  drive  vehicles  but  they  also  use  drivers 
licenses  and  firearms  licenses.  Where  there  are  rights,  there  are 
responsibilities  and  the  First  Nations  people  know  that  very  well.  There 
is  a deep  and  profound  respect  for  the  environment,  animals,  fish,  and 
all  living  things. 

I believe  that  the  non-native  peoples  are  the  ones  who  are  destroying 
the  environment  with  their  sport  utility  vehicles  (SUV's)when  all  they 
really  need  is  a transit  pass.  Also,  they  are  the  ones  who  go  out  trophy 
hunting  and  fishing  just  for  sport.  A non-native  person  will  kill  a bear 
or  a huge  bull  elk,  just  so  that  they  can  have  it  stuffed  or  to  mount 
its  head  on  their  wall.  Indigenous  peoples  use  as  much  as  they  can  when 
they  get  an  animal  and  if  they  don't  there  are  very  good  reasons  for  it. 
Furthermore,  a recent  television  commercial  showed  some  non-natives 
using  their  SUV's  to  play  some  sort  of  polo  while  in  the  process,  they 
were  tearing  up  the  soil  and  natural  vegetation  which,  takes  thousands 
of  years  to  regenerate.  I think  that  non-native  people  have  a lot  to 
learn  from  the  Indigenous  Peoples. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Troy  Hunter 

Ktunaxa  Citizen 

http://www.troyhunter.com 
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Native  Americans  to  hold  protest  outside  City  Hall 
Indian  group  files  ethics  complaint  against  Berryman 

NORTH  PORT  --  City  Commissioner  Rue  Berryman  said  he  wanted  Indians,  and  on 
Monday  he  will  get  them. 

Members  of  the  Florida  American  Indian  Movement,  led  by  State  Executive 
Director  Sheridan  Murphy,  plan  to  protest  outside  North  Port  City  Hall  before 
the  7 p.m.  Monday  commission  meeting. 

Organizers  promise  to  display  hand-lettered  signs  and  heap  criticisms  at 
Berryman  for  comments  he  made  last  month  regarding  Indians  using  their  "tommy 
hawks"  to  scalp  commissioners. 

In  addition  to  scheduling  the  protest,  Sheridan  has  filed  ethics  complaints 
against  Berryman  to  the  Florida  Human  Rights  Commission,  Office  Attorney 
General  for  Human  Rights  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Gov.  Deb  Bush's  office,  and  the 
U.S.  Attorney's  Office. 

At  a recent  meeting  Berryman  jokingly  asked  where  the  Indians,  who  in  the 
past  protested  the  annexations  of  Warm  Mineral  Springs  now  known  as  Golden 
Springs,  were  now. 

After  he  was  reprimanded  by  Sheridan,  Berryman  issued  an  apology  to  Native 
Americans  at  the  following  commission  meeting.  However,  there  were  no  Native 
Americans  present  when  he  apologized. 

Although  he  heard  about  the  apology,  Sheridan  said  it  was  not  enough.  He 
maintained  the  comments  about  Indians  were  "racist  and  stereotypical." 

"The  statement  about  'tommy  hawks'  and  scalping  is  ridiculous,"  Sheridan 
said.  "If  you  are  surprised  that  you  don't  see  an  African-American  at  a 
meeting,  would  you  start  talking  about  watermelon,  cotton  and  fried  chicken? 

Do  you  talk  about  wetbacks  when  you  see  don't  see  a Mexican? 

"When  this  commissioner  said  his  words  were  taken  out  of  context,  we  want  to 
know  what  context?  These  were  stereotypical  comments.  Is  there  a good  context 
for  any  of  those  words?" 

Sheridan  said  Berryman's  apology  was  not  sincere. 

Berryman  said  if  the  first  apology  had  not  changed  the  minds  of  anyone  from 
AIM  than  how  would  another?  He  said  he  was  sorry  the  group  felt  the  way  it 
does  toward  him. 

"Had  he  apologized  for  stereotyping  Native  Americans  or  said  he  did  have  a 
problem  with  racism,  we  would  not  have  rejected  his  apology,"  Sheridan  said. 

Sheridan  admits  he  did  not  try  to  talk  to  Berryman  about  what  was  said  at  the 
Sept.  25  meeting.  He  said  he  didn't  see  the  point  in  it  because  Berryman 
showed  a "blatant  hostility"  toward  Indian  people. 

Berryman  said  he  harbors  no  hostility  for  Native  Americans. 

"Indians  have  always  been  my  favorite  people,"  he  said.  "I  shamefully  think 
that  they  have  been  the  most  strongly  disliked  and  mistreated  people.  I know 
this  because  I have  been  to  reservations  run  by  the  federal  government  and 
seen  the  conditions  they  (Indians)  live  in.  They  are  certainly  mistreated. 

Some  don't  have  indoor  plumbing  and  have  dirt  floors.  These  people  don't 
complain  about  it.  In  no  way  am  I racist." 

Sheridan  said  he  hopes  his  complaints  will  lead  to  the  removal  of  Berryman 
from  office.  He  and  other  AIM  members  plan  to  protest  at  commission  meetings 
until  some  action  is  taken. 

There  are  about  350  statewide  Florida  AIM  members.  Sheridan  has  issued  a 
bulletin  inviting  members  to  protest  at  city  hall  Monday. 

"A  Jacksonville  judge  was  removed  from  office  for  making  racist  comments,"  he 
said.  "If  a judge  has  to  live  by  these  standards,  so  should  city  council 
members.  If  this  commissioner  showed  that  kind  of  stereotypical  decorum  at  a 
meeting,  I wonder  what  he  says  when  no  one  is  listening." 

Sheridan  said  AIM's  original  intent  to  have  representatives  at  the  commission 
meeting  during  the  request  for  voluntary  annexation  of  Golden  Springs  shifted. 

"We  came  here  originally  to  talk  about  not  upsetting  Indian  burial  grounds," 
he  said.  "We  have  discussed  this  with  the  owners  of  Golden  Springs  and  they 
are  willing  to  work  with  us.  They  seem  receptive.  We  are  now  much  more 
concerned  with  the  political  ploy  made  by  this  commissioner." 


Sheridan  said  he  was  puzzled  but  not  angered  with  the  statement  made  by 
Commission  Chairman  Doe  Fink. 

During  Berryman's  conversation,  Fink  said  the  Indians  could  burn  his  car. 

"He  offered,"  Sheridan  said.  "I  don't  understand  the  comment  or  where  it  came 
from.  The  only  question  we  have  for  this  commissioner  is  where  is  it  parked?" 

North  Port  Community  News  Editor 
ELAINE  ALLEN-EMRICH 
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TONKEI  SPEAKS! 

By  Sammy  "Tonekei"  White 

AHOE  (thanks)  to  readers  who  voted  me  best  emcee  again  in.  The  Best  In 
Indian  Country  Reader's  Poll.  Several  years  ago  I was  with  a group  of 
Indian  performers  putting  on  a show  at  the  National  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame. 

Before  we  went  on  stage  we  had  some  time  to  kill.  A couple  of  us  went  to 
the  gift  shop  to  look  at  the  Indian  jewelry. 

The  first  thing  that  caught  my  eye  was  a couple  of  beaded  medallions 
that  was  obviously  made  by  someone  who  was  not  Indian.  The  big  lumpy  beads 
was  a dead  giveaway  and  the  designs  were  not  symmetrical.  The  multi-color 
scheme  of  the  central  design  did  not  correspond  with  the  background  and 
the  band  around  the  neck  was  a crude  string  of  rawhide. 

When  I finally  got  the  attention  of  the  clerk,  I asked  her  the  name  of 
the  individual  who  made  the  medallions  and  their  tribal  affiliation.  I did 
not  get  a direct  answer,  instead  the  clerk  told  me  that  the  medallions 
were  a part  of  a bulk  purchase  made  on  an  Indian  reservation.  I couldn't 
resist,  I asked  her  if  the  reservation  was  in  China.  It  didn't  phase  her, 
she  went  right  on  talking.  She  said  that  the  particular  tribe  who  made 
the  medallions  still  did  their  craft  of  beadwork  as  they  did  before  the 
time  of  Columbus.  I often  wonder  if  she  ever  found  out  about  us  not 
getting  beads  from  the  Europeans  until  many  years  after  Columbus  landed 
on  our  shores. 

The  main  reason  I remember  this  incident  is  when  we  left  the  shop,  the 
clerk  told  us  that  many  tourists  buy  the  crude  looking  medallions  after 
she  tells  them  that  they  are  ancient  works  of  art.  I tried  to  explain  that 
most  all  Indian  beadwork  created  by  Indians,  has  always  been  a fine  art 
and  that  bead  workers  are  meticulous  in  their  choice  of  designs  and 
colors  and  their  workmanship.  I doubt  that  my  explanation  did  any  good 
but  I felt  better  in  my  heart,  as  the  security  guard  escorted  us  out  of 
the  shop. 

Since  that  time  I've  met  excellent  bead  workers  who  are  not  Indian 
except  for  their  knowledge  of  the  craft  and  their  obvious  connection  to 
the  Indian  world.  I find  that  these  artists  seldom  claim  their  work  is 
created  by  factual  Indians. 

To  ease  the  situation  another  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  (P.L.  101-644) 
was  created  by  congress  in  1990.  The  first  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  was 
established  in  1935  (P.L.  74-355).  Both  Acts  were  and  are  separate 
federal  agencies  located  in  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior.  The 
Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  of  1990  is  a truth-in-advertising  law  that 
prohibits  misrepresentation  in  marketing  of  Indian  arts  and  crafts 
products  within  the  United  States.  This  law  sounds  good  and  is  good  for 
it  protects  Indian  artists  and  craftspeople,  businesses  and  tribes  as  well 
as  consumers.  I'm  curious  about  the  first  IACB  Public  Law  in  1935  and  why 
it  didn't  work. 

I think  the  1990  Act  is  becoming  more  effective  with  the  help  of 
concerned  artists  who  report  offenders.  Indian  businesses  have  also 
reported  near  fraudulent  transactions.  More  Indians  are  becoming  aware  of 
this  truth-in-advertising  law  that  provides  criminal  and  civil  penalties 


for  marketing  products  as  "Indian  made"  when  such  products  are  not  made 
by  Indians,  as  defined  by  the  Act.  The  IACB  policies  are  determined  by  its 
five  commissioners,  who  are  appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  Interior 
and  serve  without  compensation. 

The  board's  experienced  and  professional  staff  provides  professional 
business  advice,  information  on  the  Act  and  related  marketing  issues, 
fundraising  assistance,  and  promotional  opportunities  to  Indian  artists, 
craftspeople  and  cultural  organizations. 

Remember,  it  is  illegal  to  offer  or  display  for  sale,  or  sell  any  art  or 
craft  product  in  a manner  that  falsely  suggests  it  is  Indian  produced,  an 
Indian  product  or  the  product  of  a particular  Indian  tribe.  If  you 
believe  that  a business,  an  individual,  or  an  organization  is  violating 
the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act,  and  you  would  like  to  file  a complaint, 
include  Who,  Description  of  art.  How  the  item  was  offered  and  What  was 
said.  Send  your  complaint  to:  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Board,  U.S.  Dept,  of 
the  Interior,  1849  C St.,  NW,  MS  4004-MIB,  Wash.  DC  20240. 

I called  the  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame  today  to  see  if  they  were  selling 
beadwork  and  was  surprised  when  a clerk  with  a very  pleasant  voice 
answered  and  told  me  that  the  only  Native  American  items  they  had  for 
sale  were  a few  small  pouches. 

I Have  Spoken! 

c Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma  Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 
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House  passes  bill  to  protect  integrity  of  Indians  arts 
The  Associated  Press 
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A measure  aimed  at  cracking  down  on  the  sale  of  fake  American  Indian 
arts  and  crafts  has  cleared  its  final  congressional  hurdle. 

The  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Enforcement  Act  passed  the  House  on  Monday. 

The  bill  now  goes  to  President  Clinton. 

"The  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  protect  the  integrity  of  Native  American 
cultural  heritage  and  the  Indian  tribes'  reliance  on  this  economy,"  Sen. 
Deff  Bingaman,  a Silver  City  Democrat,  said.  "Native  Americans  in  our 
state  rely  heavily  on  the  sale  of  their  unique  handiwork  to  support 
themselves  and  their  families." 

Under  existing  law,  all  Indian-style  arts  and  crafts  and  jewelry  must 
bear  the  permanent  mark  of  its  country  of  origin.  Manufacturers  and 
wholesalers  who  fail  to  properly  label  arts  and  crafts  and  jewelry  can 
be  prosecuted  by  the  federal  government. 

The  new  act  extends  the  right  for  individual  Indian  artists  and  Indian 
arts  and  crafts  organizations  to  sue  manufacturers  and  sellers  of  fake 
goods.  Under  the  previous  law,  only  tribes  could  sue. 

The  Interior  Department  spending  bill,  which  Clinton  signed  earlier  this 
month,  provides  $290,000  for  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Board  to  enforce 
the  labeling  law. 

The  measure  passed  the  Senate  earlier  this  year,  co-sponsored  by  Sen. 
Pete  Domenici,  an  Albuquerque  Republican,  and  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse 
Campbell,  a Colorado  Republican. 

Domenici  said  in  Duly  that  trade  groups  estimate  up  to  half  of  all  items 
offered  for  sale  as  Indian  arts  and  crafts  are  imitations  or  fakes.  They 
can  be  sold  legally  as  long  as  they  are  marked  as  such;  the  new  law  is 
intended  to  make  prosecution  of  vendors  who  offer  fake  goods  as  genuine 
items  easier  and  more  effective. 

The  flood  of  phony  goods  has  taken  a severe  toll  on  Indian  artisans  who 
earn  their  living  on  the  sale  of  handcrafted  articles,  and  prosecutions 
were  rare  under  the  previous  law. 
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Congress  Urges  End  to  Indian  Suit 
October  26,  2000 
By  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

(**NOTE:  Indian  account  holders'  site:  http://www.indiantrust.org/**) 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  Congress  is  urging  the  Clinton  administration  to 
settle  a lawsuit  over  mismanagement  of  trust  accounts  for  about 
500,000  American  Indians,  a move  that  could  cost  taxpayers  billions 
of  dollars. 

Nonbinding  instructions  that  accompanied  the  2001  Interior 
Department  budget,  passed  by  Congress  and  signed  into  law  earlier 
this  month,  said  the  problems  with  the  accounts  would  be  "best 
worked  out  through  a negotiation  and  settlement  process."  Spending 
millions  over  decades  to  determine  how  much  should  be  in  each 
account  is  wasteful,  the  instructions  said. 

The  Indians  sued  in  1996  over  a century's  worth  of  problems  with 
the  system  that  handles  about  $500  million  a year  in  proceeds  from 
oil  wells  and  other  uses  of  Indian  land.  The  Indians  say  they  are 
due  at  least  $10  billion. 

The  federal  judge  handling  the  case  sided  with  the  Indians  last 
December,  calling  the  mismanagement  "government  irresponsibility 
in  its  purest  form." 

The  federal  government  has  acknowledged  mismanagement,  but  the 
Justice  Department  is  appealing  the  case  because  it  claims  U.S. 

District  Judge  Royce  Lamberth  overstepped  his  authority  in  ordering 
a full  accounting  of  the  money  and  appointing  himself  overseer  of 
reform  efforts. 

Officials  on  both  sides  of  the  fight  say  they  welcome  Congress' 
attention.  But  they  say  although  talks  are  continuing  --  both  sides 
met  this  week  --  a resolution  is  unlikely  anytime  soon. 

"I  think  that  with  the  right  mindset  from  the  (government) 
defendants,  there  is  the  opportunity  to  settle  this  case  before  the 
end  of  the  Clinton  administration,"  said  Keith  Harper,  a Cherokee 
who  is  one  of  the  Indians'  lawyers. 

Kevin  Gover,  who  heads  the  Interior  Department's  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  agreed  a fast  settlement  is  preferable,  but  added 
"obviously  every  day  that  passes  makes  that  a little  tougher." 

"We  don't  want  to  leave  this  for  the  next  guys  to  deal  with," 
said  Gover,  a Pawnee  Indian.  "My  concern  is  no  new  administration 
is  going  to  come  in  ...  and  be  prepared  to  make  decisions  worth 
hundreds  of  millions  or  billions  of  dollars  in  its  first  months  in 
office. " 

The  government  plans  to  spend  $27.6  million  this  year  on  the 
lawsuit  and  $80  million  to  try  to  straighten  out  the  accounts. 

Justice  Department  spokeswoman  Christine  Romano  declined  to  comment 
on  specifics  of  the  settlement  negotiations. 

"The  Justice  Department  would  like  to  resolve  this  important  case 
through  a settlement  approved  by  all  parties,"  Romano  said. 

The  trust  accounts  came  from  an  1887  federal  law  that  divided  some 
reservation  land  into  smaller  plots  for  individual  Indians.  The 
federal  government  holds  that  land  in  trust  for  the  Indians  -- 
meaning  it  cannot  be  taxed  or  sold  and  the  government  must  approve 
any  leases. 

Many  of  the  tracts  are  leased  for  uses  such  as  grazing,  logging, 
mining  or  oil  drilling.  Proceeds  from  those  leases  are  supposed  to 
be  deposited  in  government  accounts  and  then  paid  to  the  Indian 


landholders . 

Since  the  beginning,  however,  those  accounts  have  been  mismanaged 
in  almost  every  way  imaginable,  the  government  acknowledges. 

Records  for  many  accounts  were  never  kept,  while  documentation  for 
others  was  lost  or  destroyed.  Some  of  the  money  was  stolen  or  used 
for  other  federal  programs.  Some  lease  proceeds  were  never 
collected.  Thousands  of  the  accounts  have  money  in  them  but  no 
names  attached. 

A 
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The  massive  Indian  trust  fund  fraud  embarrasses  the  federal 
government,  but  the  media  is  usually  silent  or  covers  it  as  minor 
news.  It  should  embarrass  BIA  and  Interior,  but  they  shrug  off  guilt 
and  instead  have  lied  and  denied  for  fifteen  years,  and  now  claim  it 
was  just  an  honest  error  , and  they  are  without  blame.  They  now 
want  to  squeeze  you  into  accepting  a "cheap"  settlement,  similar  to 
the  history  of  the  Black  Hills. 

Like  the  child  whose  dog  ate  the  homework,  BIA  would  have  us  believe 
their  computer  swallowed  your  missing  billions.  Not  true!!  I am  an 
experienced  CPA-auditor  who  was  there! ! 

BIA  is  a crooked  outfit  without  honor.  The  money  was  stolen,  refer 
to  my  earlier  series  of  articles  in  Indian  Country  Today,  or  to  my 
book  Stealing  From  Indians. 

You  may  remember  how  the  Arizona  Republic  newspaper  described  oil 
theft  by  Koch  Oil,  and  how  it  was  revealed  years  later  that  Senator 
Dole  got  that  investigation  halted.  Gee  whiz,  Koch  Oil  was  Dole's 
largest  source  of  money,  and  the  investigation  was  getting  too  close 
for  comfort.  Any  question  about  where  those  billions  went  are  met 
by  BIA  with  stony  silence,  BIA  has  never  allowed  honesty  and  hides 
the  true  story  which  would  damage  those  who  control  our  federal 
government.  Indians  are  left  "holding  the  bag"  and  living  in 
poverty,  as  I also  have  been  for  living  up  to  my  ideals  and  for 
insisting  on  justice. 

I am  knows  as  the  "BIA  Whistleblower",  the  CPA  employed  by  BIA's 
Billings  Area  Office,  who  refused  to  be  silenced  and  reported  that  the 
money  was  missing  after  being  warned  repeatedly  by  BIA's  Bill  Benjamin 
(who  was  promoted  by  BIA)  that  I must  change  my  reports.  I refused  to 
do  that,  was  fired,  received  threats  of  death  and  all  the  rest,  and 
for  fifteen  years  have  raised  a stink  to  any  who  would  listen.  This 
led  to  newspaper  headlines,  a multi-year  Senate  Investigation,  and 
finally  to  the  present  lawsuit  in  the  federal  courts. 

I implore  you  to  not  settle  cheap,  but  hold  out  for  at  least  $500 
billion,  which  can  readily  be  supported  as  the  cost  of  this  arrogant 
theft.  Make  BIA  admit  it  was  theft,  not  an  honest  mistake,  so  that 
this  lie  does  not  stand  to  deceive  your  children  and  future 
generations.  And  if  you  will,  please  insist  that  as  a whistleblower 
who  honored  his  duty,  I am  reinstated  with  back  pay  as  provided  by 
our  much  abused  whistleblower  laws,  otherwise  future  BIA  employees 
will  fear  for  their  lives  lives  if  they  do  honest  work.  I have  grown 


old  in  your  service,  and  don't  deserve  poverty.  But  win  or  lose,  I 
won't  quit  until  there  is  better  justice  for  my  Indian  sisters  and 
brothers . 

Dave  Henry,  Billings  Montana 
SEE:  Stealing  From  Indians  at: 
http: //www. dicks hovel . com/ 
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Catawba  Indians'  settlement  money  to  be  distributed 
By  JEFFREY  COLLINS 
c.  Associated  Press 
October  25,  2000 

CATAWBA  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  S.C.  - More  than  2,000  Catawba  Indians,  after 
waiting  for  some  seven  years,  are  finally  set  to  receive  their  shares  of  a 
$50  million  settlement  of  the  tribe's  land  claims  against  the  state  and 
federal  governments. 

Tribe  members  will  receive  $4,000  checks  by  Nov.  15,  Chief  Gilbert  Blue 
said  Wednesday.  The  distributions  had  been  held  up  while  the  tribe 
determined  who  was  eligible  for  payments. 

Individuals  had  to  prove  they  or  their  parents'  names  were  on  the  tribe's 
1940  or  1963  rolls.  Those  who  weren't  on  the  rolls  had  to  be  confirmed 
through  birth  certificates.  Then  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  had  to  ratify 
all  2,107  names. 

The  Catawbas  received  the  $50  million  after  arguing  that  144,000  acres 
were  illegally  taken  from  them  after  an  1840  treaty.  Along  with  the  money, 
which  was  distributed  to  the  tribe  over  a five-year  period  beginning  in 
1993,  the  Catawba  got  a 640-acre  reservation  and  were  officially  recognized 
as  an  Indian  tribe. 

Fifteen  percent  of  the  settlement  was  to  go  directly  to  tribe  members. 

The  rest  was  for  tribal  and  economic  development. 

Some  of  it  went  to  build  a high-stakes  bingo  hall.  The  tribe  also  acquired 
land  for  a business  park  and  for  a 100-home  development  along  the  Catawba 
River . 

The  tribe  also  wants  to  build  a $250  million  regional  wastewater  treatment 
plant  along  the  river,  but  that  has  brought  objections  from  environmental 
groups . 

Not  everyone  was  happy  with  Wednesday's  announcement.  Blanche  Bryson,  a 
tribe  member,  said  current  leaders  mismanaged  the  settlement  money  and 
could  have  gotten  higher  investment  returns  while  it  sat  there  waiting  to 
be  distributed. 

"It  would  have  been  a lot  more  if  we  had  gotten  a new  chief  in  there," 
Bryson  said. 

Blue  and  other  Catawba  leaders  have  yet  to  call  the  tribal  elections  that 
are  part  of  the  settlement.  They  say  a new  tribal  constitution  must  be 
adopted  first  and  that  could  not  happen  until  the  roll  was  resolved. 

Several  tribal  members  have  sued,  contending  elections  should  have  been 
held  earlier. 

A vote  on  the  new  constitution  is  scheduled  for  mid-January. 
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Oct  25,  2000 

Chief  BIA  lawman  looks  back 


By  Dim  Adams 
Today  staff 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  - One  quality  helped  Theodore  Quasula  through  26 
years  of  work  in  BIA  law  enforcement  - compassion. 

"You've  got  to  have  compassion  to  do  the  job  right,"  he  says. 

Quasula  will  retire  in  November  after  more  than  a quarter  century  in 
federal  service,  the  last  10  as  director  of  the  BIA's  Office  of  Law 
Enforcement  Services,  headquartered  here. 

Looking  back  over  his  career,  he  cited  administrative  achievements, 

- greater  professionalism,  more  funding  - but  he  also  recalled  the 
anguish  of  dealing  with  some  of  Indian  country's  worst  problems. 

"Probably  the  most  heartbreaking  is  when  you  have  a child  victim 
particularly  when  you  have  sex  abuse,  and  particularly  when  it's 
involving  incest.  So  many  times  the  family  knows  about  it. 

"I've  seen  so  much  of  that." 

The  emotional  traumas  don't  cease  as  one  climbs  the  ladder,  he 
added.  "One  of  the  most  painful  things  is  having  to  deal  with  a 
police  officer  killed  in  the  line  of  duty.  We  have  a memorial  on  the 
campus  of  the  Indian  Police  Academy  with  77  names  on  it.  Some  were 
real  friends. 

"But  we  in  law  enforcement  understand  that's  part  of  the  job." 

Quasula,  a member  of  the  Hualapai  Tribe,  grew  up  on  Indian  lands  in 
Arizona  owned  by  his  grandparents.  He  says  they  taught  him  the 
importance  of  language,  culture  and  tradition.  Thanks  to  the  pride 
instilled  in  him  by  his  grandmother,  he  said,  he  attended  Northern 
Arizona  University  and  graduated  with  a bachelor's  degree  in 
criminal  justice. 

After  entering  law  enforcement  with  the  Flagstaff  (Ariz.)  Police 
Department,  he  joined  the  BIA  in  1974  as  a criminal  investigator.  A 
promotion  took  him  to  Phoenix  where,  as  area  manager,  he  used  his 
nights  and  weekends  to  earn  a master's  degree. 

Catching  the  eye  of  his  supervisors,  he  was  selected  for  year-long 
management  training  in  Washington,  D.C.  He  drew  assignments  in  the 
offices  of  former  Arizona  Sen.  Dennis  DeConcini  and  former  Rep. 

Morris  Udall. 

The  experience,  he  says,  served  him  well  throughout  his  career, 
especially  after  he  was  appointed  head  of  BIA  law  enforcement  in 
1990. 

Quasula  summed  up  the  vision  gained  from  this  experience  in  one  word 

- professionalism. 

People  who  worked  with  him  echo  the  word. 

"He's  an  extremely  professional  individual,"  said  Steve  Wiley, 
special  agent  in  charge  of  the  FBI's  Los  Angeles  Division.  During  a 
tour  in  Washington  as  chief  of  the  FBI's  Violent  Crimes  - Major 
Offenders  office,  Wiley  worked  closely  with  Quasula  on  Indian 
country  cases. 

"As  an  officer  who  worked  his  way  up  through  the  ranks,  he  brought  a 
lot  to  the  table,"  Wiley  said.  "He  always  had  good  advice  to  offer 
and  people  always  asked  him  his  advice." 

In  taking  over  BIA  law  enforcement,  Quasula  said  he  knew  the  office 
suffered  from  fragmented  lines  of  authority.  Then  as  now,  it 
enforced  federal  law  throughout  Indian  country  and  provided  public 
safety  for  tribes  that  decided  not  to  set  up  their  own  police 
forces . 

But  in  a century-old  pattern,  its  officers  reported  to  BIA 
superintendents  and  area  directors  without  law  enforcement 
backgrounds.  Quasula  said  he  started  a long  push  to  set  up  a 
professional  chain  of  command. 

Congress  gave  him  a hand  in  1990  by  passing  the  Indian  Law 
Enforcement  Reform  Act  but,  he  said  it  took  "years  of  strenuous 
advocacy"  to  restructure  the  office.  He  said  he  finally  reached  his 
goal  in  1998. 

While  working  on  organization,  he  emphasized  higher  standards  for 
his  officers,  he  said.  "When  I first  started,  everybody  was  pretty 


much  on  their  own.  There  were  no  written  guidelines.  There  was  no 
leadership  to  gauge  anything  by." 

He  said  he  set  up  an  internal  affairs  inspection  and  evaluation  unit 
to  keep  Indian  country  police  work  up  to  snuff.  He  also  applied 
strict  standards  to  recruitment,  including  "stringent  background 
checks."  And  he  made  continuing  training  a must  for  his  staff  - 
"training  is  a condition  of  employment. 

"The  BIA  had  a training  program  going  back  to  the  late  '60s,  but  it 
was  never  a top  priority,"  he  said. 

"We've  changed  that." 

A graduate  of  the  FBI's  National  Academy,  Quasula  says  one  of  his 
proudest  legacies  is  the  Indian  Police  Academy  in  Artesia,  N.M.  "The 
Academy  and  its  training  programs  are  the  backbone  for  our  law 
enforcement . " 

But  for  most  of  his  tenure,  Quasula  had  to  struggle  with  budget 
cuts.  "We  were  worrying  about  who  we'd  have  to  lay  off.  The  low 
level  of  funding  was  just  terrible.  We  were  going  backward." 

He  said  things  turned  around  three  years  ago,  thanks  in  part  to 
support  from  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno. 

Wiley  noted  that  Quasula  was  a frequent  visitor  to  Washington  at  the 
time  as  a member  of  the  Attorney  General's  Indian  Country 

Initiative.  He  also  testified  in  Congress  for  more  money,  Wiley 
said . 

Quasula 's  budget  has  increased  by  $40  million  and  the  Department  of 
Justice  has  given  tribes  $180  million  in  law  enforcement  grants. 
Quasula  is  cautious  about  the  future  funding,  however. 

"The  BIA  budget  increase  has  been  very  helpful  but  is  nowhere  near 
what  is  needed,  and  the  Justice  grants  have  a three-year  life.  Then 
what?"  he  asked. 

He  warned  that  in  spite  of  plunging  crime  rates  elsewhere,  violent 
crime,  especially  that  committed  by  young  people,  is  sharply  rising 
in  Indian  country  and  for  the  majority  of  tribes  with  limited 
resources,  the  future  looks  bleak. 

"While  many  say  economic  development  is  the  key  to  the  future,  I 
would  add  that  without  adequate  criminal  justice  systems,  economic 
development  will  not  prosper." 

He's  more  optimistic  about  the  rising  professionalism  of  the  office 
he  leaves  behind. 

"The  train  has  left  the  station,"  he  said.  "We're  going  to  grow  from 
here. " 

Quasula  plans  to  relax  with  his  family  over  the  holidays  and  then  he 
wants  to  go  back  to  work  full  time.  His  future  plans  aren't  set,  but 
when  they  are,  "I'll  go  full  steam,  90  miles  an  hour." 

Dim  Adams  reports  from  the  Northeast.  He  can  be  reached  at  (413) 
269-4744  or  by  e-mail  teshunka@yahoo.com. 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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A new  report  says  that  crimes  and  misconduct  by  FBI  agents 
jumped  18%  over  the  last  year,  while  crime  rates  in  general  are 
falling.  Which  makes  Libertarians  wonder:  Could  we  reduce  crime 


by  abolishing  the  FBI? 

"Ordinary  Americans  are  committing  fewer  crimes  - while  FBI 
agents  appear  to  be  going  on  a crime  spree/'  said  Steve  Dasbach. 

"Is  the  FBI  the  last  bastion  of  organized  crime  in  America?" 

According  to  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  reports,  a record 
538  misconduct  investigations  were  launched  against  FBI  agents  and 
employees  last  year-  an  18%  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Other  FBI  employees  were  investigated  for  crimes  such  as  credit 
card  theft,  shoplifting,  and  eluding  a police  officer. 

Meanwhile,  the  violent  crime  rate  in  American  dropped  another 
10.4%  last  year  - falling  to  a 26  year  low. 

"This  stark  contrast  raises  the  question:  Does  the  FBI  cause  more 
crime  than  it  prevents  and  solves?"  said  Dasbach.  "And  would 
America  be  a safer  place  if  we  eliminated  the  FBI?" 

...a  strict  observance  of  the  written  laws  is  doubtless  ONE  of  the 
high  duties  of  a good  citizen,  but  it  is  not  THE  HIGHEST.  The  laws  of 
necessity,  of  self-preservation,  of  saving  our  country  when  in  danger, 
are  of  higher  obligation. 

To  lose  our  country  by  a scrupulous  adherence  to  written  law,  would  be 
to  lose  the  law  itself,  with  life,  liberty,  property  and  all  those  who 
are  enjoying  them  with  us;  thus  absurdly  sacrificing  the  end  to  the  means. 

- Thomas  Jefferson 
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RCMP  Surveillance 

Attitude  and  Methods  employed  by  the  Government  through  the  RCMP 
By  John  Morton  for  Canadian  Aboriginal .Com 

What  I would  like  to  direct  your  attention  to  here  is  the  nature  of  this 
RCMP  "surveillance"  and  the  observation  that,  invoking  any  specific 
memory  functionally  suppresses  all  other  memories  in  general.  So,  if  you 
are  regularly  noticing  that  certain  people  are  following  or,  ' surveilling' 
you,  then  you  are  also  being  forced  to  suppress  the  attention  that  you 
might  otherwise  be  giving  to  legitimate  concerns  (such  as  land  claims, 
treaty  rights,  social  activism,  or  whatever  else  you  are  interested  in 
working  upon).  The  point  here  is  that,  although  we  would  all  like  to 
think  that  the  days  of  residential  schools  are  gone,  the  mentality  that 
was  behind  the  residential  schools  is  still  with  us. 

The  attitude  and  methods  employed  by  the  government  through  the  RCMP  and 
other  police  agencies  are  directed  toward  the  same  ends  that  the 
residential  schools  served.  These  means  to  those  ends  operate  in  the  same 
way  that  they  did  in  the  days  of  the  residential  schools:  these  means  are 
designed  to  disrupt  the  legitimate  and  rightful  interests  and  intentions 
of  those  whom  they  are  targeted  against. 

"In  general  the  idea  is  that  the  item  chosen/selected  [as  a recalled 
memory-JM]  (say  a Hebbean-type  assembly  of  neurons)  is  stabilized  while 
all  other  items/possibilities  are  allowed  to  relax  back  into  formlessness 
or  low  levels  of  activation  OR  ARE  ACTIVELY  INHIBITED.  Edelman  (1987) 
proposes  re-entrant  signaling  and  re-  categorization  as  basic  for 
mnemonic  (memory-related)  phenomena.  Several  theorists  (See  Changeux  and 
Dehaene,  1989;  Shepard,  1984;  and  Ratcliff,  1978)  endorse  the  notion  of 
resonance  as  the  principle  underlying  activation  of  stored  representations 

- what  we  are  calling  here  "selection".  A memory  is  stabilized  if  it 
resonates  (roughly:  matches)  with  an  item  from  either  the  environment  or 
from  another  part  of  the  cognitive  system.  Young  (1979)  suggests  that 
reinforcement  is  involved  in  the  stabilization  process  once  a selection 


is  made.  Piatelli-Palmarini  1989)  suggests  that  selection  is  essentially 
a triggering  of  a set  of  switches  as  parameters  which  then  determine  the 
set  of  possible  computational  procedures  available  to  the  system... 

"For  Bergson  the  selection  process  also  entailed  a kind  of  matching  or 
resonance  procedure  but  we  will  see  that  what  counted  as  a match  for 
Bergson  depended  on  the  "ability"  of  the  memory  to  act  as  a guide  for 
useful  action." 

from:  "Bergson's  "Matter  and  Memory"  and  Modern  Selectionist  Theories  of 
Memory"  by  Patrick  McNamara,  in:  Brain  and  Cognition  30  1996)  Article  no. 
0014;  page  220.  Simply,  people  are  surveilled,  are  harassed  and  followed, 
because  this  kind  of  activity  psychologically  suppresses  any  ongoing 
interests  those  who  are  being  surveilled  have.  Usually,  elements  of  threat 
and  violence  are  introduced  early  on  in  such  surveillance  because  that 
magnifies  the  psychological  effect  of  the  continuing  surveillance,  and 
makes  just  following  and  watching  people  a more  efficient  means  of 
suppressing  their  attention  toward  their  true  interests. 

Indeed,  at  this  point  in  active  surveillance,  past  "friends  and 
acquaintances"  (from  decades  earlier,  perhaps  hundreds  or  thousands  of 
miles  away)  of  a person  so  treated  might  be  recruited  and  convinced  to 
make  an  appearance  for  a 'silent  walk-past'  "to  make  the  person  feel 
better"  by  showing  them  that  "things  are  okay".  But,  after  the  threats, 
violence,  and  surveillance  have  started,  things  are  not  "okay";  and  of 
course,  this  sort  of  occurrence  simply  suppresses  this  person's  attention 
further.  It's  just  more  of  the  same  thing,  directed  toward  the  same  end: 
the  psychological  suppression  of  that  person's  attention  toward  their 
chosen  interests. 

Make  no  mistake  about  this:  such  ongoing  harassment,  in  the  form  of 
surveillance,  is  not  at  all  about  'collecting  information'.  If  it  were, 
it  would  be  done  in  a way  which  would  not  be  noticed.  No;  such 
surveillance  is  all  about  disrupting  the  attention  that  people  have  toward 
the  legitimate  concerns  they  have  chosen  to  concentrate  their  attention 
upon.  So,  there  is  no  point  in  trying  to  figure  out  what  such 
surveillance  is  leading  up  to:  it  isn't  leading  anywhere.  It  is  just  a 
psychological  method  for  disrupting  people's  attention,  and  so 
suppressing  their  legitimate  interests  toward  whatever  they  are  doing  on 
an  ongoing  basis.  This  is  exactly  what  the  residential  schools  were  about, 
and  such  methods  are  still  being  applied  against  those  that  have 
interests  which  lie  outside  the  government's  conception  of  and  vested 
interests  in  Canadian  culture  and  politics.  Quite  simply,  the  Canadian 
government  employs  such  surveillance  as  a means  of  psychological  torture 
used  to  enforce  its  political  agenda. 

I hope  this  helps  to  clarify  the  nature  of  such  situations. 
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Toronto  Native  Centre  Loses  Funding  After  Probe 
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May  be  forced  to  close:  Mismanagement  cited  at  addiction  treatment  facility 
Stewart  Bell  National  Post 

TORONTO  - The  federal  and  Ontario  governments  are  cutting  off  funding  to 
Toronto's  only  addiction  treatment  centre  for  Natives  after  an 
investigation  found  taxpayers'  money  was  being  mismanaged  and  sexual 
harassment  allegations  were  not  adequately  addressed. 

Pedahbun  Lodge,  on  King  Street  West,  will  lose  its  $840,000  in  annual 
funding  from  Flealth  Canada  and  the  Ontario  Flealth  Ministry  next  month  and 
may  be  forced  to  close,  leaving  Canada's  largest  city  without  a 


residential  program  for  Aboriginal  people  trying  to  overcome  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse.  The  government  probe  was  launched  last  year  after  the 
National  Post  reported  details  of  spending  practices  at  the  lodge, 
including  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  spent  on  trips  to  California  and 
other  travel  that  auditors  said  totalled  $165,000  in  a single  year. 

The  auditor  concluded  there  was  little  monitoring  to  ensure  taxpayers' 
money  was  properly  spent.  While  there  was  no  proof  of  misappropriation, 
"there  is  certainly  evidence  of  inappropriate  practices,"  the  audit 
report  said. 

"Our  overall  conclusion  is  that  this  is  tantamount  to  financial 
mismanagement."  An  independent  consultant  also  hired  by  governments  to 
review  the  lodge  voiced  concerns,  including  management  style,  nepotism, 
high  staff  turnover  and  "allegations  the  executive  director  was  sexually 
harassing  residents  and  staff. 

"Although  it  was  dealt  with  through  the  board  at  one  point,  there  is 
clearly  not  closure.  There  is  dissatisfaction  with  the  way  it  was 
addressed.  It  neither  cleared  the  executive  director,  nor  did  it  make  the 
complainants  feel  that  their  concerns  were  being  taken  seriously." 

In  a recent  letter,  the  lodge  said  the  reasons  cited  by  the  governments 
for  withdrawing  funding  were  "without  merit.  Our  documents  refute  these 
allegations  and  the  board  of  directors  has  otherwise  addressed  the 
concerns  expressed  in  the  termination  notice." 

But  officials  at  the  federal  and  provincial  health  departments  said  the 
directors  had  failed  to  fix  the  problems.  Both  governments  invoked  a 
termination  clause  on  Oct.  10  advising  the  lodge  it  would  lose  funding  in 
30  days. 

"We  will  be  terminating  funding  to  the  lodge  as  of  Nov.  10.  Both  the 
financial  audit  and  the  program  review  revealed  serious  concerns  with  the 
governance,  financial  controls  and  program  delivery,"  said  David  Jensen, 
spokesman  for  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  Health. 

He  said  the  province  has  offered  to  find  other  treatment  facilities  for 
the  patients.  The  lodge  has  operated  since  1974  and  is  one  of  several 
centres  across  Canada  that  treat  addictions  using  a combination  of  Native 
spirituality  and  standard  counselling.  Questions  began  to  surface  in  1993, 
when  former  staff  and  residents  complained  to  the  board  of  directors, 
alleging,  among  other  things,  that  the  lodge  van  had  been  used  to  smuggle 
illegal  aliens  into  Canada. 

Since  learning  of  the  audit  findings  last  summer,  a group  of  concerned 
citizens  has  come  forward  to  open  a new  treatment  facility,  said  Robert 
Adams,  president  of  the  Native  Canadian  Centre  of  Toronto. 
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First  Nations  Leaders  Lodge  Ten  Formal  Complaints  against 
Quebec  Superior  Court  Dudge 

OTTAWA  -AFN--The  leaders  representing  major  national  and  regional  First 
Nations  organizations  in  Canada  have  submitted  ten  formal  complaints  to 
the  Canadian  Dudicial  Council  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Judge  Frank 
Barakett  of  the  Quebec  Superior  Court  (Family  Division),  in  the  case  of 
Lavoie  v.  Listuguj  Police  Service  et  al. 

The  attitudes,  statements  and  comments  made  by  Judge  Barakett  are 
shocking  and  flagrantly  discriminatory.  They  speak  volumes  about  the 
treatment  that  First  Nations  and  Aboriginal  citizens  receive  at  the  hands 
of  Canada's  judicial  system.  The  Lavoie  case  involves  Ms.  Audrey  Isaac,  a 
citizen  of  the  Listuguj  Mi'kmaq  First  Nation  and  her  two  children.  She 
was  seeking  custody  of  her  twin  daughters,  after  fleeing  back  to  her 


community  in  Listuguj,  when  her  relationship  with  her  husBand  severely 
deteriorated  and  she  found  herself  in  desperate  circumstances. 

"Judge  Frank  Barakett's  ignorance,  insensitivity  and  discrimination 
towards  Aboriginal  peoples  and,  more  specifically,  towards  Aboriginal 
women  cannot  be  tolerated.  Furthermore,  the  little  importance  that  he 
attaches  to  violence  against  women  are  evidence  of  his  inability  to  do 
justice.  Judge  Frank  Barakett's  ruling,  which  is  riddled  with  stereotypes 
and  contempt  towards  Aboriginal  peoples,  definitely  undermines  the 
Aboriginal  women's  trust  in  the  Canadian  judicial  system",  says  Michele 
Audette,  Quebec's  Native  Women's  Association. 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  has  joined  forces  with  the  Quebec  Native 
Women's  Association,  Listuguj  Mi'kmaq  First  Nation  Government,  Native 
Women's  Association  of  Canada  and  the  Secretariat  of  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations  of  Quebec  and  Labrador  in  lodging  these  formal  complaints. 

In  the  eyes  of  the  organizations,  they  are  symptomatic  of  the  unequal 
treatment  First  Nations  citizens  too  often  receive  when  confronted  with 
the  legal  system  in  Canada. 

"That  a judge  should  tell  a woman  who  is  seeking  to  protect  her  children 
and  ensure  their  happiness  that  she  should  give  them  heroin  to  keep  them 
happy  is  outrageous  and  inappropriate.  Such  judicial  conduct  unjustly 
encourages  a stereotypical  view  of  First  Nations  as  drug  abusers.  There 
were  no  drugs  or  alcohol  involved  in  the  Lavoie  case.  In  view  of  the 
repeated  inappropriate  conduct  of  this  judge  in  the  Lavoie  case,  he 
should  be  removed  from  the  bench.  Fie  represents  all  that  is  wrong  with 
Canada's  justice  system",  stated  National  Chief  Matthew  Coon  Come. 

The  judge  also  conveniently  omitted  to  look  at  the  criminal  record  of 
her  non-Aboriginal  ex-husBand,  branding  him  "a  solid  citizen"  who  has  had 
no  problems  with  the  law.  Flow  could  he  have  ignored  the  ex-husBand 's  six 
convictions  for  criminal  assault  on  his  ex-wife  and  her  mother?  In 
addition,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  whatsoever,  the  Judge  concluded 
in  his  judgment  that  Ms.  Isaac  had  "brainwashed"  and  "indoctrinated"  her 
children,  when  she  introduced  them  to  Mi'kmaq  culture.  Further,  the  Judge 
insulted  all  First  Nations  in  Canada  when  he  referred  to  their  cultures  as 
a "child  like  myth  of  pow  wows  and  rituals". 

Vice-Chief  Ghislain  Picard  stated  that:  "The  Judge's  comments  throughout 
the  judicial  process  are  totally  unacceptable.  They  are  filled  with 
contempt  and  ignorance  which  cast  serious  doubts  on  the  fairness  of  the 
system.  Such  attitude  shows  a glaring  lack  of  respect  towards  our  peoples 
and  what  we  stand  for." 

The  ten  formal  complaints  to  the  Canadian  Judicial  Council  are  being 
submitted  with  extensive  substantiation  that  includes  a wide  range  of 
references  from  Canadian  and  international  law.  In  particular,  the 
complaints  make  specific  reference  to  Aboriginal  and  other  fundamental 
human  rights,  as  well  as  the  Ethical  Principles  of  Judges  that  is 
published  by  the  Canadian  Judicial  Council.  "I  have  always  put  my  faith 
in  the  judicial  system  for  my  protection  and  that  of  my  children.  I would 
hope  that  when  evidence  is  presented  that  I'd  be  treated  equally  and 
fairly  under  the  law.  I can  relate  to  Ms.  Audrey  Isaac  as  a mother  of 
twins  myself.  I am  appalled  that  in  today's  society,  any  judge  who  has  a 
position  of  trust  in  Quebec  Superior  Court,  Family  Division,  could  render 
a decision  against  Ms.  Isaac  while  making  derogatory  comments  in  relation 
to  evidence  and  circumstances  presented.  I am  deeply  disturbed  with  Judge 
Frank  Barakett's  comments  not  only  in  court  but  with  those  in  his  written 
decision.  I fully  support  the  removal  of  Judge  Barakett  from  the  bench  and 
would  suggest  to  anyone  who  has  had  cases  heard  before  this  judge  to 
ensure  that  they  received  unbiased  decision",  said  Darliea  Dorey, 

President  of  the  Native  Women's  Association  of  Canada. 
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Wednesday,  October  25,  2000 
The  Aberdeen  News 

SIOUX  FALLS  (AP)  --  The  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  will  be  allowed  to  expand 
its  lawsuit  over  human  remains  that  surfaced  near  Fort  Randall  Dam  last 
year,  U.S.  District  Dudge  Lawrence  Piersol  ruled  this  week. 

The  suit,  against  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  now  will  include 
unspecified  "prehistoric  sites"  protected  by  national  historic 
preservation  laws.  Corps  of  Engineers  officials  have  said  they  know  of 
other  American  Indian  grave  sites. 

The  judge  allowed  the  expanded  suit  but  then  split  it,  handling  the  Fort 
Randall  case  separately  from  other  sites. 

In  1999,  the  judge  had  ordered  the  corps  to  keep  water  levels  low  in  Lake 
Francis  Case  until  the  exposed  remains  from  the  St.  Phillips  Cemetery  near 
the  former  town  of  White  Swan  could  be  reburied. 

When  the  dam  was  built  in  the  1950s,  the  corps  agreed  to  remove  the 
remains  before  flooding  the  area  to  create  Lake  Francis  Case.  Remains  have 
washed  up  since  the  1960s,  and  corps  officials  have  said  no  one  knows  why 
not  all  of  the  bodies  were  removed  before  the  reservoir  was  created. 

The  corps  has  agreed  to  rebury  the  bones  near  the  spot  where  they  surfaced 
--  at  an  area  where  the  shoreline  is  not  eroding,  said  corps  lawyer 
Katherine  Barnum. 

She  said  members  of  the  tribe  have  asked  that  the  bones  be  reburied  at 
the  spot  where  they  surfaced. 
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By:  LEE  WILLIAMS 
"Argus  Leader"  - 10.26.00 

"Yankton  Sioux  tribal  members  are  complaining  that  Wagner  Police  Chief  Ed 
Zylstra  used  excessive  force  while  arresting  an  American  Indian  homeless 
woman  last  week. 

They  say  Zylatra  threw  Sharon  K.  Gullikson  to  the  ground  in  the  middle  of 
Main  Street,  handcuffed  her,  then  yanked  her  up  by  the  cuffs,  cutting  her 
wrists . 

Gullikson  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  resisting  arrest. 

"How  much  more  abuse  do  my  people  have  to  endure  from  local  law 
enforcement?"  asked  Glenn  Drapeau,  an  elected  tribal  official. 

Yankton  Sioux  Tribal  Chairwoman  Madonna  Archambeau  also  is  angry.  "I  didn't 
expect  that  from  the  chief  of  police,"  she  said." 

* complete  article  at  above  URL 
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IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER!  PLEASE  FORWARD! 
COUNTDOWN  TO  CLEMENCY,  WALK  FOR  TRUTH  AND  RECONCILIATION 


SUNDAY  DECEMBER  10,  2000 

Indigenous  Rights  Activist,  Leonard  Peltier,  is  currently  facing  what  may 
be  his  only  chance  for  freedom  for  years  to  come.  Leonard  Peltier  has  been 
unjustly  imprisoned  for  over  24  years.  Amnesty  International  considers  him 
to  be  a political  prisoner  who  should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally 
released.  Despite  the  fact  that  formerly  withheld  evidence  forced  the  US 
prosecutor  to  admit  that  he  could  not  prove  who  was  actually  guilty  of  the 
crime  he  was  convicted  of,  Leonard  Peltier's  court  appeals  are  exhausted  and 
his  chances  for  parole  are  very  slim.  His  only  remaining  avenue  for  release 
lies  in  the  hands  of  President  Clinton  through  a grant  of  Executive 
clemency.  Time  is  running  out! 

As  part  of  our  emergency  effort  to  gain  Leonard  Peltier's  long  overdue 
freedom,  we  are  organizing  a major  event  in  New  York  City  on  Sunday, 

December  10,  which  is  Human  Rights  Day.  This  will  be  a time  for  us  to  send 
a positive  and  united  message  of  support  for  Leonard  Peltier's  freedom,  as  a 
gesture  of  truth  and  reconciliation  for  all  Indigenous  Peoples. 

We  will  gather  in  Union  Square  at  12:00  noon  and  we  will  walk  to  the  United 
Nations  (Dag  Hammarskjold  Plaza)  where  a candlelight  vigil  and  program  of 
speakers,  cultural  activities,  and  traditional  music  will  be  presented  from 
2pm-4pm.  The  walk  will  be  led  by  members  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Nation 
and  members  of  Leonard  Peltier's  family.  Come  show  your  solidarity  by 
representing  your  Native  Nation,  church,  organization,  union,  or  just 
yourself.  The  event  will  be  peaceful.  No  alcohol  or  drugs.  For  updates 
contact  the  New  York  City  Hotline:  212-539-6027.  To  find  out  how  you  can 
help  make  this  a successful  event,  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee:  785-842-5774.  Thank  you. 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  Walk  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  30  October  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


PRISONERS  RIGHTS  AT  SOLEDAD 

This  came  to  my  e-mail  box  this  week.  As  I get  names  and  contact 
information,  I will  pass  it  along.  It  sounds  as  though  the  authorities  at 
Soledad  (in  only  one  of  three  facilities  --  isn't  that  odd?)  need  a 
reminder  that  Native  Americans  are  guaranteed  religious  rights  --  even  in 
prison . 

This  only  underscores  the  need  for  prisoners  to  have  contact  with 
Natives  in  the  community.  Far  too  many  have  been  separated  long  distances 
from  family  and  friends,  and  truly  have  little  support  other  than  their 
brothers  inside  and  whatever  local  Natives  may  have  made  themselves 
available,  lust  as  is  true  when  you  have  a child  in  day  care  or  an  elder 
in  a retirement  home,  the  best  way  to  ensure  *decent*  treatment  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  prison  is  to  ensure  that  somebody  outside  the 
system  is  watching. 

If  you  can't  volunteer  and  go  to  be  physically  present  with  a brother  or 
sister  in  prison  --  PLEASE  WRITE  to  one,  or  two,  or  more.  The  prison 
system  wouldn't  support  Native  honor  and  culture  if  it  could.  The  only 
support  they  have  are  Native  people  on  the  outside,  reaching  in. 
lanet 


From:  Miki  Durand 
To:  janet  smith 

Sent:  Wednesday,  October  25,  2000  4:23  PM 
Sub j : Prisoners  rights  at  Soledad 

Dear  lanet. 

My  name  is  Art  Durand.  I host  a radio  show  on  KZSC  Santa  Cruz,  Ca. 
88.1fm.  It  is  a college  radio  show,  a voice  of  and  for  First  Nations 
Peoples.  On  the  show  I am  known  as  Fat  Philbert. 

I received  a letter  last  Sunday  night  from  a brother  serving  time  in 
Soledad  prison.  He  writes; 

Filbert : 

O'si-yo,  di  di  nv  tli.  Greetings  my  brother!  Allow  me  to  introduce  myself, 
my  name  is  Robert  Rowe.  I am  of  Hungarian/Cherokee  heritage,  my  Tsa  la  gi 
(Cherokee)  name  is  Hu-hu  (Mockingbirfd),  and  I am  A-Wi  (deer  clan).  I 
write  to  you  asking  for  your  assistance  Kola.  Not  for  myself,  but  for  all 
of  the  brothers  who  share  my  plight  here  at  Soledad.  I am  currently  living 
in  prison,  and  have  been  for  22  years  consecutively.  Here  at  Soledad  which 
is  a ctually  3 prisons  undr  one  title.  There  is  CTF-Central  Facility, 

North  Facility,  and  South  Facility.  Kola,  here  at  North  Facility  myself 
and  the  other  brothers  have  been  denied  our  most  basic  rights  now  in 
excess  of  eight  months.  Ever  since  our  Spiritual  Advisor  retired  (a 
Sundancer  named  Fred  Vasquez).  Allow  me  to  give  you  a brief  history  of  the 
chain  of  events. 

Prior  to  brother  Vasaquez  becoming  our  Spiritual  Advisor,  there  was  no 
problem  here  at  North  Facility.  We  (the  brothers  and  myself)  were  allowed 
to  sweat  every  weekend,  we  had  our  medicines.  Sage,  Sweetgrass,  Cedar, 
Angelica,  Kopal,  Pepperwood,  and  other  medicines  for  we  are  Inter-Tribal 
and  represent  many  Nations.  There  was  never  a problem  with  this 
Administration,  and  we  received  fair  and  equal  treatment  with  the  other 
faiths  (Christians,  Muslims,  Catholics,  lews .. .etc ... ) We  had  our  summer 
solstice  pow-wow,  and  our  winter  solstice  Pow-wow  as  well.  When  we  needed 
wood,  or  medicines  we  received  them.  During  Freds'  tenure  everything 
continued  to  go  well  for  us.  However,  when  brother  Fred  became  sick  in  he 
beginning  of  this  year  and  had  to  retire  things  abruptly  changed. 

Suddenly,  and  without  any  justification  we  were  no  longer  allowed  access 
to  the  Inipi  or  our  ceremonial  grounds.  The  reason  we  were  given  was  that 
we  had  suddenly  become  a security  threat.  This  all  happened  in  February  of 
this  year.  Since  that  time  we  have  only  been  allowed  to  sweat  5 times,  we 
were  denied  our  summer  solstice  pow-wow,  and  our  winter  solstice  pow-wow 
which  has  annually  occured  here  in  November  is  also  being  denied  to  us.  We 
are  out  of  our  most  basic  medicines,  and  unable  to  practice  our  faith.  We 
have  tried  (in  vain)to  resolve  these  issues  through  the  proper 


Institutional  remedies.  The  Director  of  Community  Services  is  a man  named 
Derry  Smith,  he  is  also  the  mayor  of  Seaside.  And  he  has  repeatedly  denied 
us  without  cause,  access  to  the  Sweatlodge,  our  pow-wows,  our  medicines.  I 
must  make  it  clear  Kola,  that  this  problem  only  exists  here  at  North 
Facility,  both  at  Central  and  South  Facilities  the  brothers  continue  to  be 
allowed  to  sweat,  receive  medicine,  have  their  pow-wows, etc. . 

The  brothers  here  have  asked  that  I write  you  to  see  if  you  could  find 
time  to  possibly  air  our  predicament  to  your  listeners  on  Sunday  night. 
Yes,  Kola  we  all  tune  in  to  listen  to  Turtle  Island  each  Sunday  evening. 
And  I personally  thank  you  for  your  inspirational  talks,  those  of  the 
elders  who  sometimes  speak  on  your  program,  the  music  both  traditional  and 
modern.  Kola  what  we  would  ask  is  for  a letter  campaign,  and  a phone 
campaign  to  both  Derry  Smith,  The  Community  Resources  Manager,  and  the 
Warden  D.  Flamlet.  Letting  them  know  that  the  outside  community  is  aware  of 
the  injustice  and  denial  of  our  rights.  We  believe  that  like  roaches,  if 
their  injustice  has  a light  shined  upon  it  they  will  scurry  to  hide  and  or 
tight  the  wrongs  against  us.  We  do  not  ask  for  much  Kola.  The  right  to 
practice  our  faith,  to  sweat  and  pray,  to  receive  medicine  from  the 
community  and  different  reservations  and  rancherias  that  many  of  us  come 
from,  the  right  to  celebrate  this  life  that  A-don-do  (The  Creator)  has 

given  us,  even  in  our  present  circumstances.  I thank  you  for  your 

(He  goes  on  to  say  some  really  nice  personal  things). 

Ddo-na-da-go-hv 
Robert  Rowe 
Hu-hu,  do-qua-dto-hv 
(Mockingbird,  I am  called) 

I called  Derry  Smith's  office  in  Seaside  and  talked  to  his  secretary.  She 
gave  me  his  e-mail  address.  I e-mailed  him  discussing  (without  giving  the 
name  of  the  inmate)  and  asked  him  to  contact  me  with  any  pertinate 
information,  hoping  to  resolve  the  situation  before  a campaigne  becomes 
necessary.  I am  giving  him  four  days  (a  good  number,  it  seems  to  me)  to 
respond.  That  will  be  Friday.  On  Sundays'  show  I will  report  to  my 
listeners,  giving,  if  necessary,  the  Names  and  addresses  of  the  Warden  and 
Derry  Smith.  If  you  are  interested  and  have  the  time,  Danet,  I will  keep 
you  posted,  perhaps  sending  you  messages  from  all  parties  as  a blind 
carbon  copy  recipient. 

I hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 

I am. 

Art  Durand  AKA  Fat  Philbert 
Danet  Smith 
Owlstar  Trading  Post 
http : //www . owlstar . com 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Danet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  Danet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 


Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640459,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Oct  2000  23:16:14  -0400 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Sub j : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School  - September  2,  1887 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA.  FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2,  1887  NO.  4 


Oh,  my!  Oh,  my!.. said  the  pretty  rye. 

"I  feel  bad  enough  to  have  a good  cry. 

I thought  I was  meant  to  be  used  for  food. 

And  was  planted  and  grown  to  do  some  good. 

But  now,  when  I've  done  my  best,  just  think! 

I'm  converted  into  a dreadful  drink. 

If  I had  known  about  this  last  fall, 

I really  don't  think  I'd  have  grown  at  all. 

A stock  of  corn  bowed  its  graceful  head 
And  sighed,  "I  almost  wish  I were  dead! 

For  the  same  disgraceful  fate,  I fear. 

Awaits  my  every  ripening  ear. 

'Tis  a burning  shame  to  use  us  so 

And  force  us  for  such  a base  purpose  to  grow." 

A murmur  arose  on  the  summer  air, 

A murmur  of  sorrow  and  grief  and  despair. 

Among  the  hop-vines  as  they  trembled  with  fear. 

For  they  knew  they  were  doomed  to  make  ale  and  beer; 
And  they  moruned  that  in  all  their  beauty  and  pride 
They  must  be  on  the  brewers'  and  drunkards'  side. 

Then  the  grapevines  and  apple  trees  looked  around 
And  shook  from  their  topmost  leaves  to  the  ground. 

As  the  farmer  talked  of  the  cider  and  wine 
He  should  make  in  the  fall  from  each  tree  and  vine. 

Let  us  pray  and  work  for  the  happy  day 
When  temperance  folks  can  have  their  way 
All  throughout  the  land  from  East  to  West, 

(For  temperance  folks  can  have  what  is  best) 

And  by  the  time  that  we  are  all  grown 

'Twill  be  the  best  country  that  ever  was  known. 

* 

FROM  MINNIE  YELLOWBEAR. 


We  have  received  many  kind  letters  of  late  from  the  Carlisle  boys  and 
girls,  now  at  their  homes  in  the  west  and  from  those  in  the  east  working 
on  farms.  They  like  our  little  paper  and  they  say  so.  It  is  almost  the 


same  as  a letter  coming  to  them  every  week  from  the  school,  and  they  enjoy 
reading  about  what  we  are  doing  here.  The  following  from  Minnie 
Yellowbear,  who  is  now  in  the  Indian  Territory,  will  be  read  with 
interest  by  her  many  friends: 

DARLINGTON  IND.  TER.  Aug.  17,  1887. 

MAN-ON-THE-BAND-STAND:  I get  your  paper  every  week  and  like  it  ever  so 
much  and  I will  take  it  again.  So  now  I send  ten  cents  in  this  letter 
hoping  you  will  receive  it  safely. 

I am  very,  very  sorry  that  I cannot  go  back  to  Carlisle,  my  folks  are 
not  willing  for  me  to  go  back,  but  I am  still  working  at  Arapahoe  School 
yet . 

But  Mr.  Man-on-the-band-stand,  I don't  think  you  could  stand  here  if 
the  Band  Stand  was  here  at  this  place  because  it  is  too  hot  for  an  old 
man  to  stand  around  like  you  are. 

I don't  mind  this  hot  weather.  I just  keep  on  working.  I am  well  and 
happy  with  my  work.  I don't  stop  my  work  because  it  is  hot. 

There  are  some  Arapahoe  children  going  away  to  school  in  the  state  of 
Kansas.  I don't  think  they  are  for  Lawrence.  They  are  going  to  start 
tomorrow  morning. 

This  afternoon  I just  got  through  with  my  work  and  thought  I'd  write 
to  you  to  inform  you  that  I am  getting  along  all  right. 

Lena  Black  Bear  is  improving  with  her  health.  I think  she  is  coming 
down  here  at  Arapahoe  school  to  stay  in  about  two  weeks  when  the  school 
opens . 

I am  going  to  put  my  little  sister  in  school,  she  is  only  nine  years 
old  and  then  she  will  be  ready  for  the  eastern  schools  in  about  two  or 
one  year.  I think  I will  close  my  writing  now. 

Your  reader, 

MINNIE  YELLOW  BEAR. 


A little  girl,  five  years  old,  was  told  by  her  teacher  that  the 
Mississippi  River  was  the  father  of  waters.  "How  is  that?"  she  queried, 
"if  it  is  the  father  of  Waters  it  ought  to  be  Mister-Sippi . " 


(P  2) 


The  Indian  Helper. 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY,  AT  THE  INDIAN 
INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA.  BY  THE 
INDIAN  PRINTER  BOYS. 


Price:  - 10  cents  a year. 

(Five  cents  extra  for  every  change  of  address 
after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


IS  IT  RIGHT? 


A great  deal  is  being  said  now-a-days,  in  religious  and  other  papers 
about  the  order  recently  sent  to  Indian  Agents  from  the  Department  at 
Washington  which  forbids  the  teaching  of  Indian  languages  in  Indian 
schools . 

The  rule  applies  to  all  schools  on  the  reservation  whether  they  are 
government  or  mission. 

Missionaries  who  have  spent  years  in  learning  the  Indian  language  and 
in  translating  books  into  the  Indian  language,  do  not  like  this  order 
from  the  Indian  Department. 

Now,  boys!  girls!  This  is  something  for  you  to  think  about  and  discuss 


among  yourselves. 

Is  it  right  for  the  Government  to  stop  missionaries  from  teaching 
Indian  children  from  Indian  books? 

The  Government  says  they  made  the  rule  because  they  are  anxious  for 
the  Indians  to  learn  quickly  the  language  of  the  civilization  that  is 
around  them. 

The  Government  says  the  Indian  language  is  of  no  use,  except  on  the 
reservation  with  members  of  their  own  tribe,  and  the  time  spent  in 
learning  to  read  it  is  time  thrown  away. 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  said  in  his  report  of  1886;  "The 
English  language  as  taught  in  America  is  good  enough  for  all  her  people 
of  all  races." 

The  Government  does  not  want  to  stop  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in 
the  native  tongue  to  the  old  Indians  who  cannot  understand  English,  but 
says  that  in  all  schools  established  for  teaching  the  children,  the 
language  of  this  country  to  which  these  same  children  are  to  belong  as 
citizens  shall  be  taught  so  they  may  learn  to  understand  the  laws  which 
are  to  govern  them  and  so  they  can  talk  for  themselves  with  English 
speaking  people  and  attend  to  their  own  business  affairs  and  that 
time  shall  not  be  wasted  in  learning  a useless  language. 

But  the  missionaries  do  not  think  that  the  Indian  languages  are 
useless . 

They  think  that  by  teaching  the  Indian  language  along  with  the  English 
pupils  thus  taught  can  learn  the  English  as  fast,  and  are  of  more  use  in 
helping  their  people  than  if  they  learn  only  English  and  forget  the 
Indian . 

Boys!  Girls!  This  is  a hard  question!  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  has 
his  own  ideas  about  the  matter  and  he  wants  you  to  have  yours. 

Don't  allow  anyone  to  crowd  his  thoughts  upon  you!  Do  your  own 
thinking ! 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  is  proud  of  Carlisle  because  her  pupils  are 
encouraged  to  think  for  themselves. 

We  do  not  try  to  narrow  you  down  to  one  way. 

Every  opportunity  is  given  for  free  and  independent  thought,  on  every 
subject  and  now  here  is  another  chance  to  do  some  strong  thinking  on  a 
subject  which  greatly  interests  you  and  the  friends  of  the  Indian  all 
over  this  country. 

Think  it  out!  You  have  been  home,  some  of  you,  after  studying  nothing 
but  English  at  Carlisle.  How  did  you  succeed?  Did  you  wish  you  knew 
less  English  and  more  Indian? 

Some  of  you  have  tried  the  other  way  studying  English  with  the 
Indian.  Did  you  get  along  any  faster? 

YOU  know  whether  the  work  among  your  people  by  the  native  missionaires 
who  were  taught  in  Indian  is  good  work  or  not. 

YOU  have  a right  to  a voice  on  this  subject  and  when  the  time  comes  be 
ready. 

* 

Things  are  gradually  getting  in  place  at  the  Large  Boys  Quarters.  The 
small  boys  occupy  20  rooms  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  building  and  feel 
quite  at  home  already.  In  the  little  assembly  room  which  is  to  be  the 
reading  room  when  they  move  into  their  own  house,  are  the  only  pictures 
at  present.  Mr.  Campbell's  office  will  be  convenient  when  arranged  as 
he  expects  to  have  it.  The  large  assembly  room  is  much  enjoyed  by  the 
large  boys. 

* 

Mr.  McFadden  closed  his  services  at  the  Indian  school  Wednesday.  His 
many  friends  at  the  school  including  the  Man-on-the-band-stand,  very 
much  regreat  his  departure.  The  McFadden  brothers  expect  to  enter 
Amherst  College  this  fall  and  we  wish  for  them  both  unbounded  success  in 
all  their  undertakings. 


(P-  3) 

Peaches ! 

We  like  'em! 
Good-bye,  vacation! 


School  opened  yesterday. 

Our  moonlight  nights  can't  be  beaten. 

The  teachers  came  back  Wednesday  night. 

Cantaloupes  are  good,  but  we  don't  get  many. 

* 

The  foundation  for  the  little  boys'  quarters  is  going  up  fast. 

* 

School  began  on  pot-pie  day,  which  Doe  thinks  is  a good  sign. 

* 

Sunday  morning  was  the  first  inspection  in  the  new  building. 

* 

The  Morning  Star  for  August  and  September  will  be  printed  together. 
* 

Penelope,  one  of  the  new  Apaches,  was  buried  Sunday,  Rev.  Dr.  Morrow 
officiating. 

* 

The  Grangers'  picnic  at  Williams  Grove  this  week,  brought  many 
visitors  to  Carlisle. 

* 

Mrs.  Worthington  and  daughter  Marie  returned  Tuesday  after  a weeks 
visit  among  friends  in  Sunbury  and  Altoona. 

* 

Impromptu  concert  last  Wednesday  evening  in  the  Chapel.  Very  select! 
Performers,  Mrs.  Campbell,  Miss  Crane,  and  Miss  Shears.  A treat. 

* 

Miss  Rutherford  stopped  over  between  trains  with  the  Worthingtons  on 
her  way  from  Doubling  Gap  to  her  home  in  Washington,  D.C. 

* 

Annie  B.  Irvine,  Miss  Patterson's  little  niece  from  Washington,  is 
visiting  her  aunties.  Miss  Annie  and  Richenda  are  already  making 
friends . 

* 

F.  H.  Yamagald,  a young  Japanese  who  is  attending  the  F.  and  M. 
College,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  called  and  seemed  interested  in  our  work.  The 
young  man's  English  was  excellent  and  he  says  he  has  been  in  this 
country  only  one  and  a half  years. 

* 

The  Library  stack  in  the  new  assembly  room  is  doing  its  best  to  look 
up,  and  Luke  Phillips  keeps  the  few,  old,  much-soiled  books  in  good 
order,  but  will  they  not  be  lonely  when  they  get  in  the  real 
library-room  which  the  small  boys  are  to  vacate  in  November? 

Miss  Leverett,  of  Plymouth,  N . H . is  with  us. 

* 

Miss  Longley  of  Metzger  Institute  is  at  present  a guest  of  the 
Pratt's. 

* 

"What  are  the  ladies  looking  for.  Jack?"  "Nofin!  only  foah  weaf 
cwovahs . " 

* 

Prayers  every  evening  before  retiring  is  the  new  order  of  things  at 
the  Large  Boys'  Quarters. 

* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Eves  of  Millville,  Pa.,  spent  Wednesday  night  at  the 
school,  guests  of  Miss  Rote. 

* 

Levi  St.  Cyr,  one  of  the  new  Winnebagoes  who  understands  English,  is 
an  applicant  for  a position  in  the  printing-office. 

* 

We  are  pleased  to  hear  from  Miss  Coats  that  she  is  to  Preceptress  this 
year  in  the  High  School  at  her  home  in  Wellsville,  N.Y. 

* 

An  officer  in  charge  of  a company  should  not  be  seen  chewing  anything 
while  in  command,  not  even  a little  piece  of  stick  or  paper.  No,  not 
even  his  tongue. 

* 


A very  little  girl  near  Emmittsburg,  Md.,  sent  quite  a large  club 
recently.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  would  be  glad  if  lots  of  little 
girls  would  do  likewise. 

* 

Marching  out  of  chapel  last  Sunday  night  was  a disgrace.  We  hope  the 
practice  of  dumping  out  the  back  door  in  a heap  will  be  discontinued 
this  year,  and  the  boys  and  girls  be  allowed  to  march  around  in  front, 
decently  and  in  order  every  time. 

* 

The  coal  shovellers  have  their  hands  full  these  days  putting  away  our 
winter's  supply  in  convenient  places.  We  have  850  tons,  a large  portion 
of  which  was  emptied  from  the  cars  directly  into  the  new  coal-bin  near 
Mr.  Sanno's  house. 

* 

Owing  to  breakage  in  one  of  our  presses,  the  Sentinel  office  kindly 
helped  us  off  with  3000  of  our  HELPERS.  Townsend  and  Bennie  did  their 
first  work  on  a steam  press.  Townsend  managed  the  press  well  enough, 
but  the  telephone  afterwards  was  too  much  for  him. 

* 

lohnnie  Given,  Don.  Herbert,  Irene,  Lida,  Little  Richard,  Sara  Folke, 
Annie  Marmon,  Dot.  Seichu,  Annie  Morton,  Emma,  Emily,  Gertrude  and 
Amelia  were  favored  ones  who  had  a good  time  at  Richenda's  birthday 
party.  We  do  not  believe  another  little  girl  in  the  country  ever  had 
such  a party,  there  being  children  from  three  distinct  races  and  from 
several  tribes  of  Indians,  but  they  played  happily  together,  never 
thinking  of  silly  race  differences. 


(P-  4) 

What  Demima  Thinks. 

Jemima  Wheelock,  one  of  our  Oneida  girls  from  Wisconsin,  who  is 
spending  her  vacation  in  the  country  writes  the  following  nice  letter: 

RISIING  SUN,  MD.,  Aug.  28th,  1887. 

MR.  MAN-ON-THE-BAND-STAND;  - DEAR  SIR:  - I wish  to  inform  you  that  a 
*lady*  by  the  name  of  Miss  Love,  took  me  to  the  camp  meeting  on  Monday 
afternoon . 

Is  not  this  kind?  She  may  be  one  of  your  friends,  but  at  any  rate  she 
treats  your  students  just  as  if  they  were  her  own  children. 

Shall  we  not  thank  her  for  her  kindness?  There  were  not  many  people 
there  at  the  time  we  went.  The  people  had  their  tents  fixed  so  nicely. 
Everything  was  in  good  order  and  the  place  is  so  beautiful  that  when  our 
time  was  up,  when  we  faced  towards  our  home,  I tried  my  best  to  make  the 
time  a little  longer,  but  I could  not  but  simply  dropped  my  head  down 
with  sorrow. 

Mr.  Barrot  from  Port  Deposit  preached.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
excellent  speakers  I ever  heard. 

Now,  I have  a question  to  ask  you  and  I hope  you  will  answer  it,  too. 

How  do  you  expect  your  Indians  to  talk  good  English  when  we  often  hear 
poor  English?  I heard  a boy  who  is  supposed  to  be  well  educated,  say:  - 

"She  don't  know  nothing." 

"Them  pears  are  ripe." 

As  long  as  we  are  not  corrected  of  any  mistakes  we  make,  we  will  never 
be  any  better. 

Another  thought  I desire  to  tell  your  dear  boys  and  girls  who  are  at 
school,  you  MUST  feel  more  anxious  to  learn  faster,  and  learn  nothing 
but  good.  I see  and  have  experienced  too,  that  the  people  who  are 
outside  of  our  Barracks  are  not  willing,  or  will  not  take  as  much  pains 
as  our  teachers  do. 


When  our  boys  and  girls  try  to  use  "dictionary"  words,  that  are  a 
little  above  their  understanding,  they  get  laughed  at,  and  we  can't  help 
it.  Use  easy  words  correctly  and  your  English  will  be  good.  One  boy  in 
the  country  says  he  is  going  to  "indicate"  his  people  when  he  goes  home 
what  he  learns  on  the  farm.  In  the  dictionary  the  meaning  of  "indicate" 
is  "to  show,"  but  the  boy  has  not  learned  how  and  where  to  use  the 
word.  Listen!  Read!  See  how  big  words  are  USED,  before  you  try  to  use 


them  yourself.  You  can't  tell  how  to  use  a word  just  by  seeing  the 
meaning  in  the  dictionary.  You  must  read  books  and  papers  and  listen  to 
good  English  speaking  and  find  out  in  that  way. 

Some  of  our  pupils  while  at  the  school  wish  for  a higher  education  and 
before  they  have  reached  the  highest  grade  at  Carlisle,  want  to  leave 
the  school  and  attend  a college  or  higher  school  than  ours.  How  little 
do  they  know  of  the  difficulties  they  would  have  to  encounter  in  even 
preparing  for  a higher  school. 

Although  Carlisle  does  not  aim  to  give  her  pupils  a college  education, 
yet  she  does  aim  to  give  them  a practical  education  which  will  fit  them 
for  life.  They  learn  a trade  by  which  they  can  support  themselves  in 
after  life. 

How  foolish  to  want  to  leave  this  place  which  is  no  expense  to  them 
whatever,  except  what  they  wish  to  spend  themselves,  and  go  to  college 
where  one  must  pay  probably  $400  or  $600  per  year. 

It  is  right  perfectly  right,  for  a person  to  wish  for  a college 
education,  indeed  we  would  commend  it  heartily.  But  a person  must  be 
prepared  for  it.  Go  through  Carlisle  first,  and  then  think  about 
college.  G. 


Hidden  Things  Indians  on  the  Reservation  Wear. 

I saw  Ruth  in  Sante  Fe,  at  her  stepmothers. 

John  made  a mistake  when  he  said,  "That  is  my  cap!  Aint  it? 
Blank!  Eternally  blank  is  the  mind  of  a monkey. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  Helper's  Barrel. 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage.) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajoe  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  6 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


At  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  is  published  monthly  an  eight-page 
quarto  of  standard  size,  called  THE  MORNING  STAR,  the  mechanical  part  of 
which  is  done  entirely  by  Indian  boys.  This  paper  is  valuable  as  a 
summary  of  information  on  Indian  matters,  and  contains  writings  by 
Indian  pupils  and  local  incidents  of  the  school.  Terms:  Fifty  cents  a 
year,  in  advance. 

Sample  copies  sent  free. 

Address,  MORNING  STAR,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

For  1,  2 and  3 subscribers  for  THE  STAR  we  give  the  same  premiums 
offered  in  Standing  Offer  for  the  HELPER. 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 

"RE : Rustywire:  Star  Mountain"  


Date:  Mon,  28  Feb  2000  06:36:21  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 


Sub j : Star  Mountain 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Come  with  me  tonight  and  I will  show  you  a place  where  there  are  Navajo 
Spaceships,  Star  Mountain,  owls  and  other  things... 

Come  with  me  to  Star  Mountain,  an  ancient  place  where  a star  fell  to 
earth  and  smashed  into  a Mesa  that  bears  the  name  Tso  Sila  Butte, (Star 
Mountain)  a place  to  make  dreams  and  where  they  come  true. 

In  the  still  of  the  night  you  can  see  the  owls  fly,  they  were  placed 
there  to  warn  the  Twin  Heros,  Monster  Slayer  and  Child  Born  for  Water, 
when  they  came  to  this  site  to  use  the  flint  to  make  shields  and  body 
armor  against  fire  breathing  monsters.  Winged  Monster  Bird  (Tse  Nahl 
Ye'  He')  over  by  Shiprock. 

Near  the  spot  of  what  is  now  called  Dine  College,  Tsaile  Arizona,  where 
a Navajo  Spaceship  from  ancient  days  hides  in  one  of  the  buildings 
there  waiting  to  take  flight. 

Tonight  when  the  sky  is  dark  and  trees  very  still  and  no  sound  is  made 
I will  stand  at  this  place  Star  Mountain  and  become.  Monster  Slayer  and 
I will  travel  by  shooting  star  to  the  Milky  Way. 

There  I will  meet  Navajo  Girl  from  long  ago  and  we  will  laugh  and  talk 
once  more,  we  will  skip  from  star  to  star  and  dance  from  the  song  of 
ages.  She  will  join  me  tonight  from  long  ago  and  we  will  two  step  until 
dawn.  So  if  you  have  nothing  to  do  and  want  to  join  take  a look  at  the 
stars  tonight,  to  what  is  called  the  Seven  sisters,  Pleides  by  the 

Greeks,  and  look  closely  we  will  be  there laughing. 

<a  href=" http: //www. geocities . com/rustywire" >Nava jo  Spaceships</a> 

"RE : Poem:  Keeping  Treaties"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Dul  1997  23:13:56  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  DeerWHorns@aol.com 
Sub j : Keeping  Treaties 

Keeping  Treaties* 

What  treaty  that  the  whites  have  kept  has  the  red  man  broken? 

Not  ONE. 

What  treaty  that  the  whites  ever  made  with  us  red  men  have  they  kept? 

Not  ONE. 

When  I was  a boy,  the  Sioux  owned  the  world. 

The  sun  rose  and  set  in  their  lands. 

They  sent  10,000  horse  men  to  battle. 

Where  are  the  warriors  today? 

Who  slew  them  ? 

Where  are  our  lands? 

Who  owns  them? 

What  white  man  can  say  I ever  stole  his  lands  or  a penny  of  his  money? 

Yet  they  say  I am  a thief. 

What  white  woman,  however  lonely,  was  ever  when  a captive  insulted  by  me? 
Yet  they  say  I am  a bad  Indian. 

What  white  man  has  ever  seen  me  drunk? 

Who  has  ever  come  to  me  hungry  and  gone  unfed? 

Who  has  ever  seen  me  beat  my  wives  or  abuse  my  children? 

What  law  have  I broken? 

Is  it  wrong  for  me  to  love  my  own? 

Is  it  wicked  in  me  because  my  skin  is  red;  because  I am  a Sioux; 

because  I was  born  where  my  fathers  lived; 
because  I would  die  for  my  people  and  my  country? 

— "RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Oct  2000  06:18:15  -0700 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  5-11 


NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

5 

Pele's  glory  blazes  across  the  night  sky. 

6 

Our  joys  and  our  sorrows  come  from  within,  not  from  those 
around  us. 

7 

Make  your  opportunities  --  do  not  wait  for  them. 

8 

Wherever  you  are,  let  your  spirit  dwell  in  the  wilderness. 

9 

Spend  each  day  well  --  once  gone,  it  cannot  be  reclaimed. 

10 

Take  time  to  enjoy  the  world  around  you. 

11 

The  blue  of  the  sky  perfectly  mirrors  the  blue  of  the  ocean. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  22  October  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy . org) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Thu,  26  Oct  2000  06:36:16  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Dodie  <littledoe5@G0Nmail . com> 

Sub j : [americanindian]  AUSTIN, TX  POWWOW 

AUSTIN  POWWOW, 

GREAT  PROMISE  & RED  VOICES 

The  American  Indian  community  of  Austin  and  its  sponsoring 
organizations.  Great  Promise  and  Red  Voices,  invite  you  to  join  us 
at  the  Nov.  4,  2000,  Austin  Independent  School  District  Powwow  and 
American  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  It's  not  only  the  nation's  largest 
school  event  but  it's  guaranteed  to  be  a fun  time  for  your  entire 
family! 

Explore  this  site  and  you'll  find  out  much  more  about  our  powwow  and 
art  festival.  For  example,  you'll  find  out  about  this  year's  featured 
entertainment  and  our  powwow  head  staff.  You'll  also  learn  how  you  can 
volunteer  or  become  a sponsor  We  also  feature  news  updates  on  educational 
issues  concerning  American  Indians  in  Texas  as  well  as  news  of  general 
interest  to  Indians. 

"FORGIVE  YOUR  ENEMIES  BUT  REMEMBER  THEIR  NAMES"  FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

http://www.petitiononline.com/Clemency/petition . html  Free Fax -Leonard 

Peltier  http: //www. bearvisions . com/ lust ice/ Fax Letter .html 

Mascot  Petition:  http://www.setaim.com/setaim_petition.html 

American  Indian  National  Holiday: 

http : //www. petitiononline . com/ indian/petition . html 


Date:  Mon,  23  Oct  2000  12:48:31  -0500 
From:  "Vikki  M.  Howard"  <howar045@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Events  Upcoming 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc.umn.edu> 


Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


SOVEREIGNTY:  The  Health  of  the  Matter 

The  state  of  health  care  for  American  Indians  in  Minnesota 
October  31  & November  1,  2000 
Radisson  Plymouth  Conference  Center 
Presented  by: 

Mn.  Dept,  of  Human  Services 

Mn.  Dept,  of  Health 

Mn.  Indian  Affairs  Council 

In  cooperation  with  with  Minnesota  Tribes  and  the  Indian  Health  Service 
For  more  information: 

Office  of  SpecialEvents  Planning 

200  Centennial  Office  Bldg./  685  Cedar  Street 

St . Paul j Mn.  55155-1603 

Fax  651-215-9428 

651-215-6021 

For  Booth  Space  contact  Do  Maniaci  651-296-9016 

Frederic  Weisman  Art  Museum-University  of  Minnesota-Twin  Cities  East  Bank 
campus 


Date:  9/21/00  2:00:11  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : 1st  Annual  Bernie  Whitebear  Awards  Dinner 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[from  DH.  Thanks!] 

--  1st  ANNUAL  BERNIE  WHITEBEAR  AWARDS  DINNER  -- 
Hosted  by  United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation. 
November  9,  2000  =//=  6:00PM  - 9:00  PM 

'Daybreak  Star  Center'  - Discovery  Park,  Seattle  WA 
Information : 

United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation 
Phone:  (206)  285-4425 
Fax:  (206)  282-3640 
Email:  info@unitedindians.com 


Date:  10/20/00  8:03:19  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 

From:  whitebead@home.com 

Sub j : HONORING  VETERANS  POWWOW 

To:  shngsprt@aol.com 

Hi  all. 

On  Saturday  November  11th  (Veterans  Day)  there  will  be  an  Honoring 
Veterans  Powwow  at  the  VA  Medical  Center , in  Providence,  RI.  This  is 
the  7th  annual. 

There  will  be  vendors,  drumming,  story  telling,  food  and  dancing.  It 
will  take  place  in  the  Main  hospital  in  the  5th  floor  auditorium,  if 
you  need  more  information  please  call  401-828-1848  or  e mail 
whitebead@home . com . 

Whitebead 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  15:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 
Sub j : new  pow  wow  listing 

o'  si  yo  gary 

please  add  this  to  your  pow  wow  listing. 


Native  Solutions  presents  3rd  Annaul  Intertribal  Powwow  April  27-29,  2001 


times-  Fri  9-2,  students  day. 

Fri  5-10,  dancing  & storytelling. 

Sat  10-10,  grand  entry  11:00. 

Sun, 10-5,  grand  entry  12:00. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Al...  exit  185  off  1-20 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
Admission  $5  - adults 

FREE  - seniors  55  and  up  & children  under  10 
Host  Drum  - Grey  Wolf  Singers,  Choctaw,  Philadelphia,  Ms 
Headman  - Don  Redbear 
Headlady  - Donna  Dulaney 
MC  - Gary  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Buck  Tucker 
Special  Flute  Performance  by  Larry  Campbell 
Learn  about  early  iron  forging  from  Dohn  Williams 

See  a primitive  encampment  with  period  items  such  as  clothing,  tools  & 
weapons  presented  by  Grey  Squirrel  Lodge. 

See  demonstrations  on  beadwork  and  dreamcatchers . 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcome 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed,  Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 
For  more  information  call  Tony  at  256-835-0110  or 

email  sundancer0@hotmail.com  or  call  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  256-820-6315. 
Vendors  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis 

or  emial  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com  or  lamehawk@yahoo.com. 

Thank  you  for  including  this  on  your  listing, 
raven spiritwalker 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
ISSN:  0300-6565 

American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

OCTOBER  2000 

27-28  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival.  Dackson  Heritage 
Center,  Scottsboro,  AL.  Info:  Dudi  (256)  259-2122. 

27-29  SouthEastern  Indian  Intertribal  Powwow.  Chehaw  Park,  Albany, 
GA.  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180  evenings  or  912-869-0462 
days  or  nativeway@mindspring.com 

29-30  Mowa  Choctaw  Culture  Festival  & Powwow.  Calver,  Al.  Info: 
(334)  944-2789 
NOVEMBER  2000 

3-5  Powwow.  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY.  Info  (502) 
961-5567. 

3-5  2nd  Annual  Black  river  Powwow  2000.  Cassidy  Park,  Bogalusa, 
LA.  Info:  Rico:  (504)  730-5891 

http : //www. geocities . com/b lac krivercircleof nations/ 

3-5  14th  Annual  Orlando  Powwow.  Central  Florida  Fair  Grounds, 
Orlando,  FL  Info:  (407)  862-9676. 

3-5  2nd  Annual  Black  River  Circle  of  Nations  Powwow.  Cassidy  Park, 
Bogalusa,  LA.  Info:  (504)  878-2051. 

3-5  Eglin  Air  Force  Base's  13th  Annual  Thunderbird  Intertribal 
Pow  Wow,  Niceville,  FI.  Info:  Glenn  Farmer  (850)  678-7714 
3 9th  Annual  Indian  Heritage  Festival.  Tony  Burger  Center,  Austin, 
TX.  Info:  (512)  414-2202 

3 13th  Annual  University  of  St  Thomas  Powwow.  Univ  of  St  Thomas 

Fieldhouse,  St  Paul,  MN.  Info: 

www . ties . I<12 . mn . us/~raygor /powwow/ pwinfo . html 


4 White  Bear  Hethushka.  Downers  Grove,  IL. 

4 Mason  School  Powoww.  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253)  596-1139. 

4 9th  Annual  Austin  Powwow.  American  Indian  Heritage  Festival. 
Toney  Burger  Activity  Center,  Austin,  TX.  Info:  (512)  338-9860  or 
email:  v_bland@yahoo.com 

4-5  Indian  Days  Celebration.  Santa  Rosa  County  Creek  Indian  Tribe 
Annual  Celebration.  Floridatown  Park,  Pace,  FL.  Info:  (850) 
994-4882. 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 
757-2085. 

10- 12  First  Annual  Houston  Inner  City  Powwow.  Sesquicentennial 
Park,  Houston,  TX.  info:  (936)  441-4572  or  (281)  452-3614 

10-12  4th  annual  Educational  Pow  Wow,  American  Indian  Association 
of  Millington,  Millington,  Tenn.  Info:  (901-876-3900 
10-12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 
Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10-12  Choctaw  Veterans  Powwow,  pearl  River  Community  on  the 
Choctaw  Reservation,  Philadelphia,  MS 

10-12  3rd  Annual  Harley  Paiute's  Presents  the  2000  year  Festival 
of  Native  American  Arts.  1269  CR  309  in  Georgetown,  Florida.  (Near 
Crescent  City,  Florida)  Info:  (904)  467-7050  or  (904)  328-9988 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 12  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

11-12  Choctaw  Powwow.  Philadelphia,  MS. 

11  8th  Annual  Veteans  Day  Powwow.  Kidd  Springs  Recreation  Center, 
Dallas,  TX.  Info:  (214)333-3908. 

11-12  Texas  Championship  Powwow.  Traders  Village,  Houston,  TX. 
Info:  (281)  890-5500 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  lerry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
lackson.  Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition  Powwow.  Bartle 
Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  Info:  (816)  333-7500. 

24-26  34th  Annual  LIHA  Powwow.  Hidden  Oaks  Camground,  Robet,  LA. 
Info:  (504)  464-6893. 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 
(253)-596-1139. 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3 AN U ARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 
Gym,  Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 


FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 

23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy.(58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 
@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 
oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 
http : //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217; s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring.com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/ nati venation sine /index . html 
3UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www . national powwow . com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


OKIT  pow-wow  events 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call 
to  confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 
Is  your  pow-wow  not  listed  here?  Call  the  us  right  away  918-438-6548 
to  get  in  the  next  issue!  You  can  also  fax  us  at  918-438-6545.  You 
can  also  email  us  at  editor@okit.com 

To  get  more  than  just  the  who,  what,  where  and  when  listed  call  our 
advertising  department  today  at  1-918-438-6548.  Affordable  rate  to 


fit  just  about  any  budget. 

October 

28  Oklahoma  State  University  Fall  Benefit  Pow-wow  Stillwater,  OK  at 
the  Center  for  International  Trade  Development.  For  further 
information,  call  the  Multicultural  Development  and  Assessment 
Center  at  (405)  744-5481. 

29-30  Standing  Bear  Memorial  Pow-wow.  Hosted  this  year  by  the  Ponca 
Tribe,  located  at  StandingBear  Park,  at  the  intersections  of  Highway 
60  and  old  177.  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma,  call  1-580-762-1514. 

30  2nd  Annual  Pow  Wow  at  Carl  Albert  State  College  in  the  Mick 
Thompson  Gymnasium,  Poteau,  OK.  Venders  Welcome  (no  set  up  fee).  For 
more  info  call  Mike  Logan  918-647-1367. 

30th-Oct  1 6th  Annual  Waimea  Pow  wow  in  Waimea  Ball  Park,  Hawaii 
(Big  Island)  Contact  Buttons  Lovell  808-885-5569 
November 

3-4  "An  Indian  Odyssey";  2001  Miss  and  Dunior  Miss  Indian 
Oklahoma  Pageant  at  Adam&#8217;s  Mark  Hotel  100  East  2nd  in  Downtown  Tulsa 
at  7 pm  Nightly.  Booth  Space  Available  $30.  For  more  info  call  Alice 
Whitecloud  at  694-7777. 

4 7th  Annual  Pow-wow  Field  Kindley  Memorial  Native  American  Club  at 
the  FKHS  gymnasium,  1110  W.  8th  in  Coffeyville,  KS.  Our  pow-wow' s 
purpose  is  to  honor  our  8th  & 12th  grade  graduates  at  a Giveaway 
Ceremony. 

4 All  Gourd  Dance  of  the  Osage  Gourd  Dancers  at  Indian  Camp  in 
Pawhuska,  OK. 

4 Autumn  Moon  Artfest  and  4th  Annual  Run  at  OKC  Indian  Clinic  4913 
W.  Reno.  Run  starts  at  8 am.  Artfest  hours  are  10:30  am  to  4 pm. 

This  is  a fundraiser  to  provide  food  baskets  to  needy  families 
during  the  holidays.  Artfest  admission  is:  one  canned  good.  Booths 
available.  Darla  at  405-948-4900  x282. 

4 9th  Annual  Austin  Independent  School  Districts  Austin  Pow  wow.  For 
more  information  call  512-338-9860. 

5 Contest  Pow-wow  and  Celebration  for  the  Newly  Crowned  2001-02  Miss 
and  Dunior  Miss  Indian  Oklahoma  at  the  Adam&#8217;s  Mark  Hotel  in  Tulsa. 
Gourd  dancing  will  begin  at  1 pm.  Grand  entry  at  6 pm.  For  more  info 
645-0114  or  694-7777. 

8-13  Indian  Hand  Games  &#8211;  Crow  Tribe  Visits  Carnegie,  OK.  Call  Martha 
Perez  580-654-2300. 

10- 11  Veteran's  Pow-wow  7th  Annual  Daniel  Dru  Native  American 
Traditional  Organization  (NATO)  at  the  Miami  Civic  Center  Miami,  OK. 

For  more  info:  Glenna  Dru  918-542-7206  or  Lee  Stark  918-674-2487. 

Everyone  Invited  to  Dance  and  Have  Fun! 

11  Carnegie  Victory  Club  Celebration  in  Carnegie  at  Kiowa  Tribal 
Grounds.  Call  580-654-2052. 

11- 12  National  Veterans  Pow-wow  in  Shreveport,  LA. 

17-19  Annual  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  The  American  Indian  Center  of 
South  Carolina  in  the  lamil  Shrine  Temple  off  the  1-26  St.  Andrews 
Road  West  exit.  Hours  are  Fri.  4pm  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  6),  Sat. 

10am  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  1&6)  and  Sunday  from  1pm  - 6pm  (Grand 
Entry  at  1).  MC:  Scott  Richards,  Host  Drum:  Running  Elk,  Lakota 
Nation,  Iron  Mountain  Dancers  (Iroquois  Smoke,  Fish,  War  dances, 

Catawba  Eagle  Dance).  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Traditional 
Dancers,  Hoop  Dancer:  Katrina  Big  Mountain.  Princess:  Theresa 
Mendoza.  18  Vendors  (Native  only,  FIACL  enforced),  @$100.00  per 
10x20  by  Sept  5th  --  after  Sept  5th,  $150.00.  Dancer's  lottery  for 
cash  and  prizes.  FMI:  803.790.8214  or  email 
4relations@angelfire. com. 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Prairie  Winds  First  Nations  Pow-wow  at  the  Historic 
Bartle  Hall  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  $30,000  in  Prize  Money.  For  more 
information  contact  Shirley  Hoskins  816-333-7500  or  fax  at 
816-333-7880,  or  call  Beverly  Fabela  at  816-936-4869. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 


e-mail : powwows@ander sons -web . com 

write  us  at: 

Anderson ' s 

11372  Timber  Lane 

Brooksville,  Florida  34601 

Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


November  3 - 5,  2000:  Festival  Americana  at  the  Lost  City  Museum  in 
Overton,  NV.  For  information  call  702-397-2193. 

November  3-5,  2000:  Powwow,  E.P.  Tom  Sawyer  State  Park,  Louisville,  KY. 

For  information  call  502-961-5567. 

November  4,  2000:  White  Bear  Hethushka,  Downers  Grove  Illinois. 

No  information  source  given  on  this  one,  but  George  Hoyt  would  be  a good 
person  to  contact  about  the  event. 

November  4,  2000:  Mason  School  Powwow,  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA. 

For  information  call  253-596-1139. 

November  4,  2000:  Outer  Banks  Pow  Wow  in  Wilmington,  NC.  For  information 
call  Dr.  Bobby  Brayboy  910-278-6171. 

November  4,  2000:  Austin  Powwow  and  Heritage  Festival,  3200  Dones  Road, 
Austin,  Texas.  For  Information  call  512-338-9860 
November  5,  2000:  Cherokee  Nation  of  the  Appalachian  Tribes  Harvest 
Festival/Eastern  Woodland  Festival  and  Dance  in  Ruther  Glen,  VA. 

For  information  call  804-448-4269. 

November  2000:  FLORIDA,  e-mail  report! 

Dust  thought  I'd  drop  you  a line  to  let  you  know  our  Dance  in  Lakeland  will 
be  postponed  until  next  year.  As  you  know,  Kris  took  over  the  Chairmanship 
of  the  Dance  from  me  last  year.  He  also  got  married  and  last  week  his 
"Daughter"  was  Born.  That's  Right,  Moon  and  I are  "Grandparents"  now  ! Her 
name  is  Katiana  Gabriel  Kessler.  91bs-l  oz  21  inches. 

Anyway,  Kris  thought  that  there  was  too  much  happening  in  his  life  this 
year  to  focus  on  the  Dance  the  way  he  should,  so  he  has  decided  to 
postpone  it  until  next  year. 

I would  appreciate  you  getting  the  word  out  for  us  on  this.  I will  be 
making  a Web  Site  Soon  and  also  distributing  flyers  on  the  postponement 
soon,  thanks  for  your  help. Bear  Kessler 
November  9 - 11,  2000:  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow,  Tribal  Gym,  Duck  Valley 
Reservation,  Owyhee,  NV.  For  information  call  775-757-2085 
November  9 - 11,  2000:  Philadelphia,  MS.  Honoring  our  Veterans  Pow  Wow  at 
Pearl  River  Community  Indian  Reservation.  For  info  call  601-650-1510. 
November  10  - 12,  2000:  Share  the  Spirit  Pow  Wow  Wilmington,  NC. 

For  informationcall  910-763-0998  or  e-mail:  azteca55@bellsouth.net 
November  10  - 12,  2000:  47th  Annual  Chicago  American  Indian  Center  Powwow 
at  the  UIC  Pavillion,  Chicago,  Illinois.  For  information  call  773-275-5871 
November  10  - 12,  2000:  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow  in  the 
Pavillion  at  White  Swan,  WA.  For  information  call  509-865-5121. 

November  11,  2000:  Veterans  Day  Powwow  at  Clearfield  Middle  School  in 
Clearfield,  PA.  For  information  call  814-834-6452.  DO  NOT  CALL  THE  SCHOOL. 
November  11,  2000:  Veterans  Day  Pow  Wow  at  Belcort,  ND.  For  information 
call  701-477-5605. 

November  11,  2000:  Veterans  Day  Pow  Wow  at  Fort  Totten,  ND.  For  information 
call  701-766-4221. 

November  11,  2000:  The  Pee  Dee  Indian  Nation  of  Beaver  Creek  celebrates 
Native  American  Heritage  Month  by  presenting  the  Neeses  Native  American 
Cultural  Festival  & Powwow.  40  miles  from  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

For  further  information  call  Rochelle  803-536-1124 
November  11  - 12,  2000:  Bayou  City  Indian  Alliance  Texas  Championship  PowWow 
Arts  & Craft  Show.  Traders  Village  Houston,  Texas.  These  dates  are 
confirmed.  They  were  changed  in  hopes  that  it  will  be  a little  cooler  in 
November.  For  information  call  972-647-2331. 

November  17  - 19,  2000:  5th  Noname  Intertribal  (Traditional)  at  the  Damil 
Shrine  Temple.  In  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

For  information  call  803-790-8214. 

Note:  A traditional  Intertribal  as  put  on  here  is  a non-contest  Pow  Wow! 

It  is  a social  and  family  oriented  event  that  gives  away  some  money  and 


prizes,  but  has  no  contests.  I thank  Terence  Lilly  Little  Water  for  the 
e-mail  correcting  the  dates  and  adding  the  information  on  the  Traditional 
Intertribal.  You  can  link  to  the  American  Indian  Center  of  S.C.  who  is 
putting  this  on  right  here:  http://llfly.to/AmericanIndianCenter 
You  can  also  e-mail  them  at  4relations@aol.com 
November  17  - 19,  2000:  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma.  Indian  Territory  Festival 
at  the  Community  Center.  Host  is  the  Indian  Territory  Arts  & Humanities 
Council  Inc.  For  information  call  918-259-1772. 

November  17  - 18,  2000:  Wild  Game  Festival  NC  Indian  Cultural  center 
Pembroke,  NC.  For  information  call  910-521-2433. 

November  17  - 19,  2000:  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow  Georgia 
National  Fairgrounds  in  Perry  Georgia. 

For  information  call  912-787-5180  evenings  or  fax  912-787-0642. 

We  have  information  this  Gathering  has  been  CANCELED! 

November  18,  2000:  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,MA 
For  information  call  617-884-4227. 

November  24  - 25,  2000:  Thanksgiving  Celebration  at  the  Gila  River  Indian 
Community  Center  in  Sacaton  Ariazona.  For  information  call  602-963-3891. 
November  24  - 26,  2000:  Chicora-Waccamaw  Indian  Pow  Wow  Loris,  SC.  For 
Information  call  803-248-6790  or  803-379-8219. 

November  25,  2000:  Catawba  Indian  Heritage  Day  on  the  Catawba  Reservation, 
Rock  Hill,  SC.  No  contact  number  given  for  this  one. 

December  8 - 10,  2000:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  and  Pow  Wow  at  the  Army 
National  Guard  Armory  in  Newport,  TN.  For  more  information  e-mail: 
joshhayesl@hotmail.com  or  vgc@ornl.gov  or  call  423-475-7483. 

February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 

Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 

For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Hoy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 

North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 


Date:  Tue,  15  Aug  2000  12:40:17  CDT 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Fall  Pow  Wows  & Festivals 

OCTOBER  NATIVE  AMERICAN  EVENTS 

Oct.  27-28:  Southeastern  Native  American  Festival,  at  the  Scottsboro-Dackson 
Heritage  Center,  downtown  Scottsboro,  AL.  Hours:  Friday,  8:30am  - 4pm,  is 
reserved  for  school  groups;  Saturday,  9am  - 4pm,  is  open  to  the  general 
public.  Activities  include  living  history  demonstrations  of  techniques  in 
making  tools,  traps,  shelters,  clothing,  medicine,  cooking,  tanning,  flint 
knapping,  weoponry,  and  primitive  fire  making.  Info:  ludi  Weaver  (256) 
259-2122. 


"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date  : Mon,  30  Oct  2000  11:33:23  -0600 
From  : Eric  Martin  <airos@unl . edu> 

Sub j : NAC  topics  + CIRP  on  Education 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  30  - Nov  3 

2)  Education 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Oct  30  - Nov  3 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 10/30:  Book  of  the  Month:  "Night  Sky,  Morning  Star": 

Cecelia  Bluespruce  is  a successful  Native  artist  who  has  become  trapped  by 


shadows  of  hen  past.  Her  grown  son.  Dude,  wants  to  learn  about  the  father 
he  has  never  known.  Political  activist  Dulian  Morning  Star,  imprisoned 
twenty  years  for  a crime  he  did  not  commit,  is  unaware  that  his  son  even 
exists.  Troubled  by  dreams,  lies  and  denial,  Cecelia  is  guided  toward 
acceptance  of  her  own  life  by  family  and  friends  who  have  their  own  pasts 
to  confront.  Isleta  Pueblo  author  Evelina  Zuni  Lucero  joins  us  to  talk 
about  her  book  "Night  Sky,  Morning  Star." 

TUE  - 10/31:  Native  Ghost  Stories: 

Boo!  On  this  Halloween  edition,  we  bring  you  true  accounts  of  tales  from 
beyond  the  physical  and  natural  world.  Mescalero/Otomi  author  Antonio 
Garcez  has  a new  book  coming  out  called  "American  Indian  Ghost  Stories  of 
the  Southwest".  In  it,  he  shares  with  us  eyewitness  ghost  stories  by  Native 
Americans  from  the  states  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  Do  you  belief  in 
spirits  from  the  other  side?  Have  you  ever  had  a paranormal  experience? 

Doin  us  and  share  with  us  your  story  of  the  supernatural? 

WED  - 11/01:  Current  Events: 

A new  film  covering  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse's  10-year  journey  of  peace, 
unity  and  cultural  awareness  to  the  current  seventh  generation  is  nearly 
complete.  Speaking  of  films,  NAPT  has  several  debuting  on  PBS-TV  this 
month,  we'll  inform  you  on  where  and  when  to  tune  in.  The  third  annual 
Native  American  Music  Awards  are  coming  soon  to  Albuquerque.  And  November 
is  National  American  Indian  Heritage  month.  What  do  you  have  planned? 

Guests  include  Tim  Giago. 

THU  - 11/02:  U.N.  World  Conference  Against  Racism: 

The  UN  General  Assembly  is  preparing  for  a world  conference  on  racism, 
racial  discrimination,  xenophobia  and  related  intolerance.  The  Task  Force 
is  looking  for  effective  remedies  and  recourse  for  victims  of  racism  and  is 
coming  to  Indian  Country  to  Native  perspectives.  Guests  include  Debra  Carr, 
Task  Force  Chair,  UN  World  Conference  Against  Racism. 

FRI  - 11/03:  Native  Health  Care  & the  Presidential  Campaign 
Issues  such  as  elder  care,  Medicaid  and  Medicare,  health  care  for  the 
uninsured  and  managed  care  versus  patients'  rights  have  all  been  part  of 
the  national  focus  in  this  year  presidential  race.  Health  care  for 
Native  Americans  is  in  most  cases  dependent  on  Indian  Health  Service  and 
federal  dollars.  Should  Native  Americans  consider  this  when  they  cast  their 
votes  on  who  will  be  the  next  president?  Doin  us  to  talk  about  Native 
Health  Care  and  the  Election  2000  and  how  your  vote  may  affect  the  outcome 
for  Native  America. 

2)  Education 

This  week,  program  five  of  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project:  The  Values 
in  Learning  - Since  the  early  part  of  this  century  when  California's  then 
segregated  school  system  refused  them,  Indian  students  have  struggled  with 
education.  Now  twenty  years  of  effort  in  recruiting  and  training  Indian 
teachers  is  having  an  impact  in  public  schools,  and  tribally  operated 
schools  are  springing  up  around  the  state. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

for  more  information  on  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project  go  to 
www.flickerfeather.org 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. .. contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 


http://www.pbs.ong/stationfinden/  on  watch  clips  of  the  pnognam  at 
http : //www . nat ivetelecom . ong 

To  subscnibe  to  AIROS'  electnonic  pnognam  guide  e-mail  ainos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscnibe. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copynight  Cleanance  by  Contnibutons : 

The  following  have  gnanted  penmission  fon  thein  oniginal  anticles  to 
be  neposted  in  onden  to  help  mend  the  Sacned  Hoop:  Wendel  Deen  with  Honns, 
Canol,  Sumen  W Cnee,  Lona,  Gany  Smith,  Dohn  Wm  Sloniken,  Mantha  Tune, 
Chanmaine  White  Face  via  Robent,  lanet  Smith,  Buffalo  Folks,  Paul  Puneau, 
John  Benny,  KOLA  Headquantens,  Chnis  Milda,  Don  Bain,  Ishgooda,  Ant  Dunand, 
Dave  Henny,  less  Hansen,  Leonand  Peltien  Defense  Committee,  Tnoy  Hunten, 

AIM  Flonida,  Debbie  Sandens,  Banbana  Landis,  lohnnie  Rustywine,  Enic  Mantin 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Fri  Nov  10  04:58:12  2000 

Date:  8 Nov  2000  00:42:38  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.046 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  First  Nations,  Triballaw, 

KOLA  Newslist,  Minn-Ind,  LPDC  and  Indianz  elist  mailing  lists; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //www. canadianaboriginal . com/ politics/ 

http : //web . aberdeennews . com / content /a berdeen/ 2000/10/31/ front/ 17 58034. htm 
http : //www. canadianaboriginal . com/opinion/ 

http : //www. imdiversity . com/Article_Detail . asp? Artie le_ID=1046 

http : //www. spokesman review. com/news -story . asp ?date=110300&ID=s 874382 

http : //www. canadianaboriginal . com/ u sinter/ 

http : //www . sit rib . com/11032000/nation_w/39525 . htm 

http : //www .mail -archive. com/f irst_nations%40home . ease . lsoft . com/ index. html 

http : //da ilynews .yahoo. com/h/ ap/20001031/pl/uranium_waste_l . html 

http : //www . az star net . com/ star /fri/ 001103desecrate . html 

http : //www. arizonarepublic . com/a ri zona/articles/ 103 leagles31. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT ! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy.org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"The  Thunderers  are  kept  busy  watching  over  us.  The  coming  of  wind  and 
the  approach  of  clouds  are  sure  signs  of  an  immediate  presence  of  the 
Thunder  manitous.  They  grow  angry  at  the  sight  of  wrong  done  to  us. 

With  great  effort  they  restrain  themselves  when  they  behold  the  people 


driven  to  an  extremity,  when  they  behold  the  people  enduring  wrongs 
beyond  all  endurance.  Naturally  there  must  be  an  end  of  this  thing; 
it  will  be  on  a day  yet  to  come.  The  Thunder  manitous  will  no  longer 
withhold  their  patience.  In  that  day  they  will  crack  open  this  earth 
and  blow  it  to  pieces.  Where  the  white  man  will  be  hurled,  no  one 
knows,  and  no  one  cares.  After  this,  the  manitou  will  then  create  this 
world  anew,  and  put  the  people  back  into  it  to  live  again.  In  that  day 
they  will  no  longer  be  pestered  by  the  white  man." 

"The  white  man  often  gets  a gentle  reminder  of  what  he  will  come  to  if 
he  does  not  let  up  with  his  overweaning  arrogance;  it's  when  he  beholds 
his  houses  being  blown  away  by  the  wind  and  struck  with  lightening. 

That  he  quite  fears  these  things,  is  shown  by  the  way  he  takes  to  a 
hole  when  such  danger  is  in  sight.  He  flies  to  it  like  a prairie-dog; 
it  seems  quite  natural  to  him." 

"But  with  us  it  is  different.  When  the  sky  is  full  of  wind  and  shooting 
fire,  out  of  the  lodges  we  go  and  meet  the  manitous  there;  to  them  we 
make  an  offering  of  sacred  tobacco,  and  they  are  pleased." 

excerpted  from  William  Hones,  "Notes  on  the  Fox  Indians,"  _Iowa 

Journal  of  History  and  Politics_  10  (1912),  pages  77-78. 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

| of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
j borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

| States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  I 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+ - __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

| Journey  i 

j The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  | 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  i 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  j 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  [ 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  j 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  [ 

; ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching. 

DO  NOT  let  these  vermin  slip  out  the  courthouse  door.  KEEP  the  light 
of  public  indignation  on  them. 

The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  Janice  Barker. 

Her  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Goverment  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 

St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 

The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/steviethompson . html 

PLEASE  SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORT  FOR  STEVIE  THOMPSON'S  FAMILY  BY  COMING  TO  THE 
ST. PAUL  COURTHOUSE  AT  15  W.  KELLOGG  BLVD. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  13TH  AT  9:00  AM  FOR  STEINHAUSER 
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  20TH  AT  9:00  AM  FOR  THOMPSON 


This  issue  is  being  released  on  election  night  in  the  US.  I have  no 
idea  who  the  victors  are.  What  I do  know  is  that  the  first  article  in 
this  issue  will,  unfortunately,  be  borne  out. 

The  only  time  Indian  Country  will  matter  is  when  we  represent  an 
obsticle  to  be  overcome  or  a prize  to  be  stolen  from. 

I also  know  this.  We  have  been  here  for  all  known  time,  and  we  will  be 
here  when  time  ceases;  and  those  who  would  dominate  us  will  still  be 
seeking  the  answer  to  the  "Indian  Question". 


I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http: //members .tripod . com/~dikani /pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 


>From  BIGMTLIST 


The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez  s 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

--  email  to  gars@speakeasy.org 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy.org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande . net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf .lonestar.org 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  


- Why  Election  Promises 
Will  be  Broken 

- Open  Letter  on  Unity 

- Indians  Suing  for  Abuse 
Will  be  an  Election  Issue 

- Indian  Farmers  say 
Discrimination  Cost  Them 

- Genocide  and  Assimilation 
Program  Continues 

- BIA  Preparing  To  Tighten 
Rules  on  Status 

- Indian  Lineage  Could  Run  Dry 

- Tribes  Discuss  Clash 
of  Culture/Science 

- Navajos  Seeking  Tribal  Coalition 

- Indian  Rights  Discussed 

- Who  Has  Treaty  Rights 

- Burnt  Church  Observer 
Shares  Views 

- BIA  Researchers  Buried 
in  Application  Avalanche 

- Will  Shredding  Report 
Stay  Secret 

- Highway  321 
Pittman  Center  Tennessee 

- Crazy  Horse  Descendants 
Sue  Beer  Company 

"RE : Why  Election  Promises 


- Schools  Being  Pressured 
to  Cut  Indian  Mascots 

- Ojibwe  Language  Instructor 
Selected  for  Award 

- Tribal  Languages  Unintended 
English-Only  Target 

- Gitxsan  Seek  Absolute  Title 

- Utes  Accept  Land 
for  Uranium  Bailout 

- Indian  Group  to  Gather 
at  Desecration  Site 

- Hopis  Hopeful  on  Eagle  Plan 

- Tribal  Police  Seek 

to  Enforce  State  Laws 

- US  Scientists  Accused  of 
Conducting  Experiments 

- Human  Rights  Violation 
on  Ipperwash 

- New  Resources  to  Free  Peltier 

- Peltier  Holiday  Gift  Drive 

- Native  Prisoner 

- History:  Carlisle  Indian  School 

- Rustywire:  Cathy  Daughter  of  Ruth 

- Poem:  Survival 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Native  America  Calling 

Will  be  Broken"  


Date:  Mon,  6 Nov  2000  07:18:54  PST 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 
Subj : NA  News  Item 
......  -<Forwarded  news>-  - - - 

filename="Election  Promises" 


Why  Election  Promises  Will  be  Broken 

http : //www. canadianaboriginal . com/ politics/ 

By  Marcel  Guay  Ottawa — Canadian  Aboriginal. Com 

It  is  interesting  that  two  federal  elections  are  being  held  in  North 
America,  and  both  the  U.S.  and  Canada's  election  issues,  are  flying  along 
on  "continued  prosperity"  tickets. 

Both  countries'  voters  are  hearing  that  the  election  is  about  electing 
good  government  to  continue  the  prosperity  of  the  last  decade.  It's  true 
Canada  has  led  the  entire  world  by  being  the  only  major  stock  market  so 
far  to  post  a gain  for  the  year  2000,  and  the  U.S.  has  gained  in  wealth 
untold  ever  before.  The  voters  are  being  told  the  economy  is  strong  and 
so  issues  in  both  countries  are  focused  on  social  programs  to  deal  with 
healthy  economies,  and  surplus  wealth.  In  Canada,  health  care  and  delivery 
is  the  number  one  issue  on  people's  minds.  In  the  U.S.,  media  pundits 
predict  no  changes  in  government  directions  because  the  economy  is  so 
strong,  no  matter  who  is  elected. 

How  realistic  are  these  growth  expectations? 

In  both  countries,  the  financial  stocks  might  be  enjoying  the  last 
hurrah  with  financial  services  gaining  17%  over  the  last  three  months,  as 
a result  of  consumer  confidence  and  insurance  company  growth. 

Broadcasting  stocks  have  gone  to  new  highs.  In  Canada,  pipeline  companies 
and  utilities  companies  have  become  even  stronger  recently. 

Behind  this  great  front  of  prosperity, indicators  for  future  stops  in 
growth  are  growing  ominously,  weakness  is  beginning  to  show  for  the  first 
time  in  a decade.  For  instance,  in  the  U.S.  factory  orders  are  dropping, 
heavy  truck  orders  are  half  what  they  were  two  years  ago.  Lead  indicators 
like  packing  supplies  have  dropped  sharply  and  transport  company  stocks 
have  fallen  sharply  as  well. 

In  Canada,  the  dollar  continues  to  drop,  and  while  this  may  be  good  for 
international  trade  it  is  bad  for  debt  repayment,  and  so  it  remains  a 
disappointment . 

While  the  loonie's  value  was  climbing  during  the  summer,  it  has  dropped 
steadily  all  fall  in  spite  of  Canada's  excellent  trade  balance  and 
balanced  government  budgets. 

At  the  same  time,  prospects  for  mining  and  forestry  development  have 
become  doubtful.  Industrial  metal  stocks  have  dropped  in  spite  of  reduced 
supplies,  and  diminishing  warehouse  inventories,  no  one  in  manufacturing 
wants  to  buy  because  they  are  not  getting  the  orders  in  manufacturing. 
Forestry  products  prices  have  dropped. 

Oil  and  gas  prices  have  actually  dropped,  in  spite  of  what  you  pay  at 
the  pumps. The  drop  in  world  prices  was  due  to  the  U.S.  decision  to  use 
some  of  its  Strategic  Oil  Reserve  last  summer. This  decision  may  never  be 
made  again  and  the  likelihood  of  oil  prices  going  to  $40  per  barrel  is 
great  if  this  winter,  demand  remains  steady  or  gets  higher. 

All  this  means  that  Canada  and  the  U.S.  could  probably  be  dealing  with 
the  first  major  recession  in  a decade  right  after  the  election. 

In  terms  of  the  election  promises,  it  will  mean  that  all  the  promises 
being  made  to  develop  social  programs,  health  and  education  will  once 
again  be  worthless.  It  will  not  be  the  fault  of  the  politicians,  we  will 
be  told,  the  economy  will  have  taken  a turn  for  the  worse,  and  so  promises 
can't  be  kept.  Everyone  wondered  why  Canada  is  in  such  a rush  to  elect  a 
new  government  with  almost  two  years  left  in  the  current  government's 
mandate. 

Well  it  could  be  that  the  bad  news  predictors  have  told  the  Prime 
Minister  that  whoever  is  in  power  this  winter  and  fall  will  take  the  blame 
for  the  downturn. 

In  the  U.S.  all  economic  indicators  are  being  turned  off,  not  turned  up 
as  is  the  impression  given  by  the  candidates,  and  so  whoever  is  elected 
this  month  may  have  to  deal  with  a horrendous  stock  market  crash  and  a 
recession,  not  more  schools  and  hospitals  bought  with  billion  dollar 
surpluses . 
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"RE : Open  Letter  on  Unity"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Nov  2000  17:38:36  EST 
From:  Naida227@aol.com 
Subj : Open  Letter  on  Unity 

Gary 

If  you  like  it  you  may  use  it  . 

An  open  letter  to  the  American  Indian,  and  those  who  prefer  to  be  known 
as  Native  American,  or  Aboriginal  Peoples. 

Like  in  the  above  addressing,  it  seems  there  are  many  things  we  have 
become  uncomfortable  about  and  just  cannot  reach  agreement  on. 

We  have  heard  the  words  from  many  Elders  including  the  Hopi  Elders 
regarding  the  Prophecies,  and  the  words  by  the  Respected  Elders  William 
Commanda,  Oren  Lyons,  Arvol  Looking  Horse  just  to  name  a few.  All  speaking 
of  the  attributes,  heritage  and  culture  of  our  ancestors  and  a quest  for  a 
future  of  peaceful  co-existence  between  all  Creators  creatures.  This  is 
not  only  an  issue  between  the  American  Indians,  but  all  aboriginal  peoples 
of  the  world. 

The  opening  of  Gary's  Newsletter  " Wotanging. . . " always  carries  the 
following  message:  "I  pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  and  to  the 
individual  freedoms  borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United  States  Constitution,  so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain."  Often  at  Pow  Wows  and  other  Native 
gatherings,  the  opening  always  includes  offerings  of  a prayerful  nature. 
Among  our  acquaintances  we  often  hear  words  spoken  of  Peace  and  Unity.  Why 
stop  there? 

The  problems 

Long  before  reservations  were  created,  American  Indians  were  banded 
together  by  dialect  and  customs.  The  Classifying  of  the  first  Americans 
into  separate  tribes  as  if  they  were  different  races  is  a unique  quality 
found  only  in  this  section  of  the  world. 

In  early  Indian  society.  The  Elders  say,  there  was  no  word  for  war  or 
warrior.  Battles  were  relatively  bloodless,  and  held  so  the  young  men 
could  burn  off  testosterone.  The  hunt  was  used  to  provide  the  necessities 
of  life.  The  hunters  would  often  acknowledge  each  other  in  a friendly 
manner,  unless  of  course  you  were  stealing  there  meat. 

In  to  days  society,  under  control  of  the  Dominant  Oppressor  these  things 
are  no  longer  possible.  These  are  not  words  of  anger  or  animosity  of  any 
kind  just  facts. 

What  am  I trying  to  say?,  what  am  I getting  at?  Simply  this.  Starting 
at  the  Eastern  door  over  three  hundred  years  ago  our  Council  fires  were 
extinguished.  These  were  always  fires  of  friendship,  A place  for  a passing 
stranger  to  warm  up,  A place  where  the  children  were  told  stories  of  old, 

A place  where  constructive  discussions  could  take  place  , where  decisions 
affecting  the  people  would  take  place. 

Regrettably  these  are  things  of  the  past.  The  future  of  the  Native 
society  is  at  stake.  What  war,  genocide,  ethnic  cleansing  and  assimilation 
of  the  past  failed  to  do  may  be  a reality  in  the  next  hundreds  of  years  or 
so.  The  normal  evolution  of  the  tribes  may  do  what  the  generals  could  not 
eliminate  the  Indian. 

Why?  There  is  a limited  number  of  full-blood  Indians  on  any  reservation. 
Eventually,  most  members  would  find  themselves  related  to  just  about 
everyone. 

Marriage  to  a member  of  a different  tribe  is  not  a solution  because  most 
tribes  won't  count  any  other  Indian  ancestry  but  their  own. 

In  Canada  today  there  is  a push  on  of  sorts.  To  eventually  eliminate  the 
existing  reserves  thru  blood  quantum.  By  those  standards  many  on  the 
reserve  today  are  the  final  ones  to  be  there.  What  are  the  grandchildren 
to  expect. 

Historically,  belonging  in  an  Indian  tribe  wasn't  a pedigree,  as  is 


required  today,  and  no  one  kept  a written  list.  It  wasn't  uncommon  for  a 
family  to  relocate  to  a different  tribe.  But  belonging  was  always  an 
honor  --  and  it  was  always  earned.  Some  villages  along  the  Canadian  Border 
became  refugee  camps  almost  overnight. 

The  Answer? 

The  time  is  now,  the  relighting  of  Council  fires  of  friendship.  This  is 
not  a call  for  all  tribal  people  to  Unite  under  one  Great  Tribe,  but  a 
call  to  return  to  the  roots  of  Tribal  Unity,  Friendship,  and  Alliances  as 
we  once  had.  Included  in  this  Alliance  we  must  include  the  willing  M=E9tis 
or  Half-breed  people  born  out  of  the  Love,  Hate  relationship  these  are  a 
people  that  have  chosen  the  path  that  they  need  be  on,  by  love  of  the 
Indian  Ancestor. 

Step  one  Call  upon  the  people 

An  online  petition  has  been  drawn  up  to  address  this  issue  and  to  seek 
advice  and  comments.  It  shall  be  a reminder  for  years  to  come  of  the 
Indian  people  and  their  descendants  history, 
http : //www. PetitionOnline . com/UNITY/ petition . html  " 

Aboriginal  PeoplesUnity  and  Alliance  Petition 

The  Abenaki  Southern  New  England  Council  in  Alliance  with  the  Eastern 
Pennecook  Band  of  Rhode  Island  offer  this  hand  of  friendship  across  the 
Nation . 

Thank  you  for  you  time 
I am  called  Ray  Looking  Glass 
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Indians  Suing  for  Abuse  Will  be  an  Election  Issue 
Stockwell  Day  will  be  a guest  on  100  Huntley  Street 
By  Marcel  Guay,  Canadian  Aboriginal . Com 

BURLINGTON — Canadian  Aboriginal . Com- - David  Mainse,  the  main  star  of  100 
Huntley  Street  told  Lorna  Dueck,  one  of  his  chief  admirers  and  co-host, 
that  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Anglican  Cariboo  Diocese  as  a result  of  damage 
suits  brought  against  it  by  Indians  who  were  formerly  inmates  in  church 
run  residential  schools  will  be  a significant  issue  in  the  upcoming 
federal  election. 

Also,  Thursday  Stockwell  Day  leader  of  the  Alliance  Party  of  Canada, 
appeared  on  Mainse' s show  on  the  Crosswords  Television  System  out  of 
Burlington,  Ontario,  and  made  his  faith  public.  Then  he  said  that  the 
religious  views  of  political  figures  doesn't  particularly  matter  to  voters. 
But  did  say  he  prays  for  jopurnalists  who  have  been  unfair  to  him  and  for 
political  opponents  who  have  "not  taken  the  high  road"  Mainse  also 
announced  that  he  will  have  Stockwell  Day  as  a guest  on  the  day  that  the 
Prime  Minister  is  expected  to  call  a federal  election. 

The  issue  about  the  residential  school  suits,  as  it  has  been  reported  in 
the  media  from  various  diocesan  meetings,  is  that  the  Anglican  church 
wants  the  federal  government  to  put  a moratorium  on  suits  and  to  limit 
the  extent  of  their  liability.  So  far  the  government  has  said  that  it  will 
not  introduce  legislation  preventing  Indians  from  seeking  recourse 
through  the  courts. 

Such  legislation  was  passed  by  a Liberal  Parliament  in  1927  and  repealed 
by  another  Liberal  Parliament  in  1951.  The  demand  that  such  legislation  be 
revived  has  come  at  the  same  time  as  the  Anglican  Church  has  offered 
repeated  apologies  for  its  management  of  these  schools.  According  to  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples,  apart  from  the 
sexual  abuse  which  has  been  the  mainstay  of  legal  actions,  church  run 
residential  schools  achieved  a mortality  rate  of  50%  chiefly  as  a result 
of  malnutrition. 


Many  of  the  children  who  were  forced  into  these  schools  were  in  poor 
health  before  they  were  deprived  of  the  food  to  which  they  were  accustomed. 

Last  week,  Lorna  Dueck,  in  the  course  of  an  interview  with  National 
Chief  Matthew  Coon  Come,  Lorna  Dueck  offered  her  personal  apology  for  the 
misconduct  of  the  church.  This  week  she  told  David  Mainse  that  the 
bankruptcy  will  make  the  Cariboo  diocese  stronger  and  that  church  leaders 
will  seek  protection  from  further  Indian  attacks. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service. 
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WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  "Unfair  Agriculture  Department  discrimination  on  farm 
loans  and  other  aid  is  causing  American  Indian  farmers  to  lose  their  land, 
farmers  from  about  a dozen  tribes  alleged  at  a rally  Monday. 

About  50  Indian  farmers  and  ranchers  gathered  across  the  street  from  USDA 
headquarters  to  protest  what  they  contend  are  unfair  practices  by  department 
agencies  such  as  the  former  Farmers  Home  Administration,  now  part  of  the 
Farm  Service  Agency. 

"First  they  tried  to  annihilate  us.  Then  they  put  us  on  reservations . Then 
they  gave  us  the  Farmers  Home  Administration, : said  Gene  Caddotte,  a member 
of  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux  Tribe,  who  ranches  near  McLaughlin.  "We  lost  our 
land  to  Farmers  Home." 


complete  story  follows: 

Date:  Tue,  31  Oct  2000  19:26:01  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

American  Indian  farmers  say  discrimination  costs  them  land 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  Unfair  Agriculture  Department  discrimination  on  farm 
loans  and  other  aid  is  causing  American  Indian  farmers  to  lose  their  land, 
farmers  from  about  a dozen  tribes  alleged  at  a rally  Monday. 

About  50  Indian  farmers  and  ranchers  gathered  across  the  street  from  USDA 
headquarters  to  protest  what  they  contend  are  unfair  practices  by 
department  agencies  such  as  the  former  Farmers  Home  Administration,  now 
part  of  the  Farm  Service  Agency. 

"First  they  tried  to  annihilate  us.  Then  they  put  us  on  reservations. 

Then  they  gave  us  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,"  said  Gene  Caddotte,  a 
member  of  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux  Tribe,  who  ranches  near  McLaughlin.  "We 
lost  our  land  to  Farmers  Home." 

Caddotte  and  more  than  700  other  Indian  farmers  are  suing  the  USDA, 
saying  white  farmers  have  been  treated  much  better  by  the  agency.  A 
federal  judge  is  to  hear  arguments  today  on  whether  the  group's  lawyers 
can  sue  on  behalf  of  all  Indian  farmers  who  may  have  suffered 
discrimination,  estimated  by  the  Indians  at  about  19,000. 

The  Indian  farmers  say  they  were  denied  loans  or  given  unfavorable  terms, 
were  not  helped  in  navigating  the  federal  farm  bureaucracy  and  were  ignored 
when  they  complained. 

"We  came  together,  and  we  all  have  the  same  stories,"  said  lames 
Campbell,  a Choctaw  farmer  from  Hugo,  Okla.  "This  (discrimination)  has  been 
an  unspoken  policy  of  USDA." 

USDA  spokeswoman  Mary  Beth  Schultheis  declined  to  comment  on  the  Indians' 
lawsuit  but  said  the  department  is  working  to  improve  its  civil  rights 
record.  Schultheis  said  the  number  of  civil  rights  complaints  about  USDA 
programs  declined  from  12,061  in  fiscal  1999  to  a preliminary  figure  of  587 
in  fiscal  2000,  which  ended  Sept.  30. 


Agriculture  Secretary  Dan  Glickman  "has  made  improving  USDA's  record  on 
civil  rights  our  number  one  priority/'  Schultheis  said. 

The  Indian  farmers'  claims  are  similar  to  those  made  by  black  farmers  in 
a lawsuit  USDA  settled  last  year.  Since  then,  the  department  has  sent 
$50,000  payments  to  more  than  8,300  black  farmers  --  so  far  more  than  $417 
million.  Another  3,163  black  farmers  have  had  their  claims  for  the  $50,000 
payments  approved  but  not  paid. 

The  same  lawyers  who  represented  the  black  farmers  are  representing  the 
Indian  farmers,  as  well  as  groups  of  Hispanic  and  women  farmers  who  have 
filed  similar  lawsuits. 
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Genocide  and  Assimilation  Program  Against  Indians  Continues 
http : //www. canadianaboriginal . com/opinion/ 

By  Marcel  Guay 
Canadian  Aboriginal . Com 

OTTAWA--In  an  odd  way  the  past  and  the  present  are  an  exact  match... The 
Indian  Nations  in  North  America  were  in  a genocidal  war  from  first  contact 
with  Europeans  centuries  ago.  Today  the  same  thing  continues  in  many 
different  ways.  It  is  possible  to  pick  up  pretty  well  any  major  newspaper 
in  Canada  and  read  about  all  sorts  of  Indian  issues. . .governance,  to 
social  issues,  land  claims  and  so  on.  However,  beneath  this  surface 
tension  there  is  still  a race  war  going  on. 

The  genocide  of  the  People  around  world  continues  and  assimilation 
programs  continue  unabated  in  North  America.  The  criminal  justice  system, 
applied  to  Indigenous  People,  is  a form  of  continued  warfare.  The 
educational,  religious  and  social  systems  of  government  are  all  forms  of 
assimilation  and  an  extension  of  the  historical  genocide  in  North  America. 

There  was  recently  uncovered  a police  routine  that  dealt  with  Native 
People  who  were  poor,  street  people,  drug  users  or  drunks,  or  just  Native. 
The  police  dealt  with  the  social  problems  these  people  were  creating  by 
removing  their  winter  clothing,  and  dropping  them  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
major  cities  of  Canada  at  40  below,  where  they  froze  to  death.  In 
Saskatoon,  several  of  their  bodies  were  discovered  by  a jogging  yuppie 
Member  of  the  Saskatchewan  Legislature  and  so  could  not  be  covered  up. 

These  passive  aggressive  programs  circumvent  the  justice  system  and  result 
in  routine  executions  of  hundreds  of  Native  people.  I am  not  talking  100 
years  ago,  this  happened  in  1999/2000,  uncovered  last  summer  and  now  in 
the  courts.  Once  Saskatoon's  city  police  was  openly  charged  with  this  form 
of  murder,  several  more  Saskatchewan  communities  were  found  to  have  the 
same  routine.  Then  it  was  discovered  in  most  cities  in  Canada,  the  police 
have  stopped  arresting  Native  people  in  some  cases  and  just  deal  with  it 
themselves . 

Any  "red"  district  of  any  major  city  in  Canada,  really  is  RED.  It 
usually  has  a majority  of  Native  girls,  some  as  young  as  six  prostituting 
themselves,  or  being  prostituted  by  some  sick,  scum.  Recent  crackdowns  of 
prostitutes  netted  a majority  of  Native  girls  6 to  14  on  the  streets.  Who 
are  the  "johns"  who  prostitute  these  kids?  Your  white  middle  class 
neighbours,  who  don't  want  to  be  exposed  to  the  public  for  what  they  do  to 
our  children,  that's  who.  Their  money  lures  these  kids  with  candy,  then 
drugs  into  prostitution. 


But  it  is  continued  assimilation  programs  which  keep  Native  families 
from  caring  for  their  children,  the  social  control  mechanisms  that  keep 
the  parents  either  out  of  work  or  in  jail  so  they  can't  care  for  their 
families.  Or  the  reserve  system  which  designates  thousands  of  Natives  as 
"extra"  or  unemployed  nonmembers  of  the  Native  elite  being  created  by  the 
government  thought  their  "self-government"  (read  buy-off,  co-opting, 
money-hand-out,  bribery  programs). 

The  educational  system  not  only  fails  the  Native  kids,  it  teaches  them 
their  "place"  in  white  society.  It  eliminates  Native  teaching  just  by 
being  compulsory  for  all  "citizens".  In  the  broadest  sense  of  the  meaning 
of  the  word  (education)  this  is  also  extended  into  the  fiction  and 
entertainment  writing,  and  becomes  a sort  of  haloed  effect  of  the 
government  genocide  and  assimilation  program. 

The  educational  systems  lie  about  the  conquest  of  the  Indigenous  People 
of  the  past.  The  newspapers  and  the  governments  they  report  on  lie  about 
the  conquests  of  the  present.  The  entertainment  industry  further 
legitimizes  the  government  stance  against  Indigenous  People,  here  in  North 
America  and  everywhere  in  the  world. 
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SIOUX  FALLS,  S.D.  (AP)  - The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  revising 
rules  on  blood  lines  that  are  used  to  determine  American  Indian  status 
and  the  federal  benefits  that  go  with  it. 

The  government  allows  tribes  to  set  their  own  membership  standards. 

But  it  also  uses  blood  quantums  to  decide  whether  a person  is  eligible 
for  health,  housing,  food  and  other  benefits  provided  through  the 
reservation  system. 

Those  who  are  not  members  of  a federally  recognized  tribe  can 
qualify  by  proving  to  the  BIA  that  they  are  one-half  or  more  Indian 
with  blood  from  tribes  indigenous  to  the  United  States.  A few  programs 
use  one-quarter  Indian  blood. 

Changes  proposed  by  the  BIA  would  formalize  policies,  many  of  which 
do  not  exist  in  writing,  officials  say. 

The  BIA  is  accepting  response  on  its  final  regulations  through  Dec. 

20.  The  proposed  rules  could  take  effect  as  soon  as  next  year. 

Many  oppose  the  change  because  they  argue  a standard  blood  formula 
could  regulate  Indians  out  of  existence. 

While  blood  lines  thin  for  all  ethnic  groups  when  people  intermarry 
with  other  races,  only  the  Indian  population  stands  to  lose 
significant  federal  benefits  should  it  one  day  cease  to  exist  in  the 
government's  eye. 

"Before  long,  there'll  be  no  Indians.  What  the  hell's  going  to 
happen  then?  It's  potentially  disastrous  for  tribes,"  says  Leonard 
Bruguier,  a Yankton  Sioux  and  college  professor  who  heads  the 
University  of  South  Dakota's  Institute  for  American  Indian  Studies. 

The  BIA  began  work  to  tighten  policies  after  the  Interior  Board  of 
Indian  Appeals,  acting  on  a 1986  Oklahoma  complaint,  alleged  the 
government  had  wrongly  denied  an  Indian  recognition.  It  found  that 
some  record  keeping  was  incomplete  or  inconsistent. 

The  panel  said  changes  or  corrections  were  made  without  indication 
of  who  made  the  alterations  or  why.  As  a result,  the  appeals  board 
says,  some  people  have  not  received  services  which  they  should  have. 

Others  may  have  received  benefits  for  which  they  didn't  qualify. 


Duane  Bird  Bear,  chief  of  the  BIA's  tribal  government  services 
division,  insists  the  bureau's  work  is  a matter  of  clarifying  and 
streamlining  policies. 

But  the  fear  does  exist,  something  Bird  Bear  acknowledges:  "People 
are  afraid  they'll  get  cut  off,  and  there  is  substance  to  their 
concerns . " 

A draft  policy  states  that  tribes  will  still  have  autonomy  in 
setting  their  membership  standards. 

Senate  Minority  Leader  Tom  Daschle,  D-S.D.,  says  the  BIA  "absolutely 
must  not  rush  through  this  process  ...  in  light  of  the  perception  that 
the  federal  government  is  attempting  to  restrict  its  obligations." 

But  some  fear  that  a more  formal  BIA  process  could  eventually  give 
the  U.S.  government  grounds  to  sever  ties  with  the  tribes. 

They  worry  that,  over  time,  declining  blood  percentages  will  mean 
that  fewer  people  qualify  under  the  BIA  rules  as  Indians. 

"It's  kind  of  scary  the  way  they  can  terminate  us,"  says  Doe 
Merrival,  an  Oglala  Sioux  who  ranches  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation.  "What  they  did  in  the  past,  they're  still  doing  it  now." 

"We'll  lose  our  identity  altogether,"  adds  Darlene  Helper,  also  an 
Oglala  Sioux.  "Who  will  we  be?" 

Some  of  that  change  is  already  happening. 

The  Census  Bureau  says  34  percent  of  federally  recognized  American 
Indians  today  are  considered  full-bloods.  Eighty  years  from  now,  it 
projects  that  figure  to  drop  below  1 percent. 

Most  tribal  leaders  say  there  is  little  they  can  do  to  counter  the 
forces  of  assimilation.  Many  tribes  are  not  large  enough  for  Indians 
to  continue  marrying  only  among  themselves. 

"We  can't  dictate  to  people  who  they  can  marry,  where  they  can 
live,"  says  Charles  Murphy,  chairman  of  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux  Tribe. 
"That's  just  the  way  the  world  is." 

And  officials  say  getting  rid  of  the  blood  quantum  system  probably 
isn't  the  route  to  go  either. 

"Sure,  they  could  remove  the  restriction,  but  then  they'd  have  to 
come  up  with  more  funding,  because  more  people  would  qualify,"  says 
Patricia  Beasley,  executive  director  of  federal  programs  for  the  Osage 
in  Oklahoma.  "All  you'd  probably  end  up  with  is  more  people  getting 
fewer  benefits.  What  do  you  gain?" 
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Indian  lineage  could  run  dry  in  three  generations 
By  Marty  Two  Bulls 
Sioux  Falls  Argus  Leader 
10/29/00 

Long  before  reservations  were  created,  American  Indians  were  banded 
together  by  dialect  and  custom.  Classifying  the  first  Americans  into 
separate  tribes  as  if  they  were  different  races  is  unique  in  the  world. 

Nowhere  else  will  you  find  a 3/4  German  or  a 27/32  Filipino  on  some 
membership  roll. 

Historically,  membership  in  an  Indian  tribe  wasn't  a pedigree,  and  no 
one  kept  a written  list.  It  wasn't  uncommon  for  an  individual  to  switch  to 
a different  tribe.  But  membership  was  always  an  honor  --  and  it  was  always 
earned . 

Even  children  born  into  the  tribe  still  had  to  win  the  respect  of  the 
community  to  become  recognized  as  an  adult.  That's  when  children  were 
awarded  their  adult  names. 

The  Two  Bulls  name  can  be  traced  to  a blizzard  four  generations  ago.  The 


tribe  was  low  on  supplies  and  trapped  in  the  snow. 

All  available  men  had  gone  out  hunting  but  had  failed  to  find  any  game. 

A buffalo  herd  was  nearby,  but  the  deep  snow  prevented  the  use  of  horses, 
and  the  giant  animals  lumbered  safely  away  when  hunters  approached  on  foot. 

Desperate  measures  had  to  be  taken.  My  great-great-grandfather , a boy  at 
the  time,  fashioned  a pair  of  snowshoes  and  devised  a plan  to  chase  the 
bison  into  a natural  trap  --  a shallow  ravine.  Drifting  snow  had  covered 
the  little  canyon,  making  it  invisible. 

If  the  buffalo  were  chased  over  this  ravine,  they  would  stumble  in  the 
deep  snow,  giving  the  pursuing  hunters  in  snowshoes  time  to  catch  up. 

The  next  day,  the  whole  tribe  turned  out  for  the  hunt.  Dust  as  had  been 
predicted,  the  bison  bogged  down  in  the  deep  drifts.  And  my 

Great-great-grandfather  managed  to  kill  two  buffalo  bulls  that  day.  The 
tribe  in  its  gratitude  named  him  Tankanka  Numpa,  Two  Buffalo  Bulls. 

Generations  on  plains 

After  our  tribe  --  the  Oglala  Sioux  --  came  to  rest  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation  in  the  late  1800s,  the  name  was  shortened  by  census 
takers  because  the  literal  translation  wouldn't  fit  in  the  space  on  the 
official  ledger.  Many  Pine  Ridge  families  endured  a similar  revision. 

My  great-great-grandfather ' s boy,  Fred  Two  Bulls,  in  1870  was  born  a 
free  man  on  the  plains.  It's  amazing  to  think  that  he  had  experienced  the 
height  of  our  culture  only  to  see  it  end. 

His  struggles  to  understand  the  new  society  and  feed  his  12  children  are 
rarely  told.  It  is  unfortunate  that  this  era  is  largely  ignored  by 
historians  who  tend  to  popularize  the  previous  generations.  Fred  passed 
away  in  1930. 

Fred's  son  Peter  Two  Bulls,  my  grandfather,  was  born  on  Dec.  25,  1900. 

My  grandfather  was  a former  tribal  judge  who  raised  his  family  on  Red 
Shirt  Table  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

My  father,  Robert  Two  Bulls,  like  most  men  his  age,  went  to  the  war  in 
Korea . 

The  returning  veterans  have  always  talked  about  strange  places  --  and 
unheard-of  concepts  such  as  "civil  rights."  The  talk  would  gradually 
become  demands. 

Dad  had  returned  armed  with  the  GI  Bill.  With  it,  he  was  able  to  get 
both  a house  and  a trade  in  auto  painting.  He  found  work  at  Howard's  Body 
Shop  in  Rapid  City  and  stayed  there  for  25  years. 

Later,  he  became  a working  minister  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  pursued 
that  vocation  full  time  after  his  children  left  home.  He  recently  retired 
to  the  reservation  not  far  from  where  he  grew  up  --  a mile  from  the  graves 
of  our  grandfathers . 

Dad  knew  there  was  no  future  for  his  family  on  the  reservation  --a 
lesson  I learned  well. 

Blood  quantum 

The  Department  of  Interior  is  a government  agency  charged  with  managing 
America's  natural  resources.  It  oversees  the  wildlife  of  this  country, 
counting,  studying  and  protecting  the  nation's  animals.  Amazingly,  it  also 
tends  to  the  needs  of  the  American  Indian. 

The  Interior  Department  created  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  serve 
the  Indians'  immediate  needs.  To  meet  those  needs  fairly,  the  BIA  must 
have  an  accurate  census  of  Indians,  and  this  brings  us  to  the  notion  of 
blood  quantums. 

This  is  a bureaucratic  term  to  represent  a series  of  mathematical 
equations  that  were  designed  to  establish  tribal  heritage.  Though  it  would 
appear  that  it  was  created  with  the  best  intentions,  some  Native  Americans 
believe  it  is  a clever  ploy  to  do  away  with  the  Indian  by  using  the  least 
common  denominator. 

The  problem  is  that  each  full-blooded  Indian  is  represented  by  the 
fraction  4/4.  If  the  tribal  member  chooses  a non-Indian  spouse,  the 
children  will  be  1/2.  The  only  way  to  keep  this  from  happening  is  to 
choose  a spouse  with  4/4  blood  qauntum.  And  if  that  occurs,  the  children 
will  be  4/4. 

But  herein  lies  the  problem.  There  is  a limited  number  of  full-blood 


Indians  on  any  reservation.  Eventually,  most  members  would  find  themselves 
related  to  just  about  everyone. 

Marriage  to  a member  of  a different  tribe  is  not  a solution  because  most 
tribes  won't  count  any  other  Indian  ancestry  but  their  own. 

The  motivation  of  such  policies  stems  from  land  inheritance,  treaties, 
monetary  obligations  and,  more  recently,  casino  disbursements.  This  even 
causes  some  tribes  to  completely  close  the  rolls  to  all  new  applicants. 

My  blood  quantum  stands  at  27/32  --an  odd  denominator  derived  from  a 
mix  of  Cheyenne,  Irish  and  French  blood  in  the  family  tree. 

My  wife  is  9/32,  making  my  children  9/16.  We  live  off  the  reservation. 

The  odds  of  my  children  finding  another  Indian  with  the  same  blood,  let 
alone  falling  in  love  and  having  children,  are  astronomical. 

Even  if  they  find  a full-blood  Oglala  Lakota  to  raise  our  blood  line, 
that  would  in  effect  drag  down  the  blood  quantum  of  their  mate's  future 
children . 

Why?  Because  when  a 9/16  blood  marries  a 4/4,  the  resulting  human  being, 
using  the  BIA's  blood  quantum  chart,  is  25/32  Indian. 

Given  all  this,  it  is  a real  possibility  that  my  great-grandchildren 
will  be  the  last  Indians  in  my  family's  lineage. 

Maybe  in  100  years  or  so,  American  Indians  will  disappear.  We  will  end 
up  being  a part  of  all  people  of  the  world. 

Absorbed.  Assimilated. 

Ironically,  the  normal  evolution  of  the  tribes  may  do  what  the  generals 
could  not  --  eliminate  the  Indian. 
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Tribes  discuss  clash  of  culture,  science 

Conference  stresses  bones  of  ancestors  are  not  artifacts 

Dulie  Titone  - Staff  writer 

MOSCOW  _ Some  Coeur  d'Alene  Indians  have  requested  to  be  cremated,  so 
great  is  their  fear  that  someday  a scientist  will  dig  up  and  study 
their  bones. 

Richard  Mullan,  tribal  cultural  resource  manager  shared  that 
information  Thursday  during  a passionate  discussion  about  the 
relationship  between  native  wisdom  and  science.  A frequent  topic  was 
the  man  known  to  Northwest  Indians  as  "the  Ancient  One."  Some 
scientists  know  him  as  Kennewick  Man.  They've  fought  for  the  right  to 
continue  studying  his  9, 300-year-old  skeleton  in  search  of  clues  about 
the  origin  of  the  region's  earliest  settlers. 

"To  me  that  person  --  he's  somebody's  relative.  How  do  you  dare  not 
bury  that  man?"  Mullan  said,  adding  that  his  frustration  at  the 
scientists  makes  him  go  out  to  the  mountains  to  holler  and  scream. 

"What  does  it  to  take  for  you  to  understand?" 

Understanding  the  world  from  the  Indian  viewpoint  is  a theme  at  the 
Native  American  Heritage  Conference  under  way  at  the  University  of 
Idaho.  Thursday's  panel  discussion  was  part  of  that,  and  was  followed 
by  an  evening  talk  by  David  Hurst  Thomas,  author  of  "Skull  Wars: 

Kennewick  Man,  Archaeology,  and  the  Battle  for  Native  American 
Identity. " 

Law  Professor  Rebecca  Tsosie  focused  heavily  on  the  topic  of  cultural 
sovereignty  in  her  address,  which  opened  the  conference  on  Wednesday. 

She  contrasted  it  with  the  political  sovereignty  guaranteed  by  treaty 
but  weakened,  in  her  view,  by  court  decisions  made  in  an  era  when 
Indians  were  considered  savages. 

The  key  to  holding  onto  political  sovereignty  and  self-determination, 
she  said,  lies  in  preserving  "tribal  wisdom,  tribal  land  and  tribal 


cultural  identity." 

Cultural  identity  as  reflected  in  respect  for  ancestors  was  discussed 
at  length  by  the  tribal  representatives  gathered  on  Thursday. 

Richard  Buck,  of  Washington's  Wanapum  tribe,  recalled  from  his  youth 
how  non-Indians  used  to  park  their  trucks  all  along  the  banks  of  the 
Columbia  River.  They  were  there  to  dig  up  graves  and  steal  ceremonial 
objects.  They  left  the  bones  behind. 

"They  would  throw  them  in  a pile,"  Buck  said. 

Archeologist  Dulie  Longenecker  used  to  work  along  the  Columbia, 
surveying  and  cataloging  artifacts  on  the  Hanford  Nuclear  Reservation. 

"We  never  really  thought  about  the  people  who  lived  there  thousands  of 
years  ago,"  said  Longenecker,  who  is  white.  "Acquiring  scientific  data 
is  for  some  people  more  important  than  respecting  culture." 

Since  going  to  work  for  the  Umatilla  Indians,  she  said,  "I  have  been 
taught  that  the  artifacts  I find  were  put  there  for  a reason  and 
should  remain  there." 

The  responsibility  of  tribal  resource  managers  goes  beyond  science  to 
the  preservation  of  culture,  said  Deff  Van  Pelt  of  the  Umatillas. 

It's  unfortunate  that  the  Kennewick  Man  issue  has  boiled  down  to  a 
debate  between  science  and  religion,  he  said.  "We're  not  anti-science. 

We're  very  much  into  making  informed  decisions." 

The  reason  that  so  many  artifacts  remain.  Van  Pelt  noted,  is  that 
native  people  respected  the  possessions  of  their  ancestors  and 
believed  "it  just  wasn't  healthy  to  pick  up  someone  else's  medicine 
and  use  it." 

Dosiah  Pinkham,  an  ethnologist  with  the  Nez  Perce  tribe,  sees  no  value 
to  further  study  of  the  Kennewick  Man  because  it  doesn't  benefit  the 
tribe. 

"We  know  where  he  came  from,"  Pinkham  said.  "He  came  from  the  earth." 
Staff  writer  Dulie  Titone  can  be  reached  at  (208)  765-7126,  or  by 
e-mail  at  juliet@spokesman.com. 
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Navajos  Seeking  Tribal  Coalition 
THE  SALT  LAKE  TRIBUNE 
October  27,  2000 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Ariz.  --  The  Navajo  Nation  will  meet  with  representatives 
of  an  organization  of  tribal  leaders  from  Wyoming  and  Montana  to  discuss 
forming  a new  coalition  to  give  tribes  a unified  voice  when  dealing  with 
the  federal  government. 

Officials  with  the  Montana-Wyoming  Tribal  Leaders  Council  want  to  discuss 
the  idea  with  the  Navajo  Nation  Council  sometime  next  month,  according  to  a 
news  release  sent  out  Thursday. 

Members  of  the  Navajo  Council's  Intergovernmental  Relations  Committee 
have  expressed  an  interest  in  the  concept  to  increase  political  clout  with 
Congress  and  other  federal  agencies  when  dealing  with  reservation  issues 
like  roads,  housing  and  developing  water  projects. 

"Such  an  organization  will  be  good  and  will  be  profitable  for  the  Navajo 
people,"  said  Navajo  Council  Delegate  Ervin  Keeswood.  "As  long  as  we  can 
come  together  with  large,  land-based  tribes,  there  are  many  common  issues 
we  can  identify  and  help  each  other  lobby  on  Capitol  Hill." 

With  a population  of  more  than  250,000,  the  Navajo  reservation  is  the 
largest  in  the  country.  It  is  spread  over  17  million  acres  lying  mostly  in 
northeastern  Arizona  with  areas  extending  into  northwest  New  Mexico  and 
into  San  Duan  County  in  southeastern  Utah. 

"Some  issues  we  undertake  as  a nation,  many  small  tribes  don't 
undertake,"  said  Keeswood. 
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By  BECKY  BOHRER  Associated  Press 

CODY,  Wyo.  - American  Indians'  struggle  for  sovereignty  continues,  with 
tensions  from  ongoing  disputes  over  land  and  resource  rights  being  brought 
to  a head  by  the  wild  success  of  tribal  casinos,  a panel  on  Indian  rights 
said  Thursday. 

State  governments  want  to  share  in  the  growing  industry,  which  generated 
about  $9.7  billion  for  tribes  last  year,  said  Kevin  Washburn,  general 
counsel  for  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission.  Some  states  have 
entered  gaming  compacts  with  tribes  that  include  revenue  sharing 
provisions,  he  told  a small  group  at  the  Frontier  Justice  Symposium.  The 
agreements  also  address  such  issues  as  criminal  jurisdiction. 

The  courts  and  federal  government  have  allowed  states  to  have 
jurisdiction  and  say  in  certain  matters  on  reservations,  building  tension, 
said  Susan  Williams,  an  attorney  from  New  Mexico  who  has  largely 
represented  Indian  interests.  Casinos  have  generated  so  much  conflict 
because  there's  so  much  at  stake,  she  said. 

Non-Indians  also  are  eager  to  tap  into  the  industry  and  have  begun 
lobbying  for  more  relaxed  state  restrictions  on  gaming  operations, 

Washburn  said. 

This  could  erode  revenue  made  by  tribes.  And  if  the  public's  attitude 
about  gaming  changes,  it  could  force  states  to  entirely  ban  the  activity, 
which  also  would  affect  tribes,  he  said.  While  Indian  gaming  is 
widespread,  particularly  across  the  West,  its  revenues  are  not.  "A  few 
tribes  are  very  high  profile  because  they're  successful,  but  that  leaves 
other  tribes  still  slugging  away  to  do  what  they  can  with  what  little 
they  have,"  Washburn  said,  noting  that  the  poverty  rate  among  Indians  is 
one  of  the  highest  in  the  nation. 

About  one-third  of  the  tribes  in  this  country  - 198  - have  gaming,  he 
said,  and  a small  number  make  a large  portion  of  that  annual  revenue. 

There  has  been  great  success  by  tribes  in  Connecticut  and  California, 
where  some  experts  believe  that  the  industry  will  grow  as  large  as  that  in 
the  rest  of  the  nation,  he  said. 

Money  generated  is  often  used  for  basic  services,  such  as  education, 
housing  and  roads,  Washburn  said.  A more  controversial  use  is  per  capita 
distributions  to  members,  which  occurs  among  a "handful"  of  successful 
tribes,  he  said.  She  said  she  believes  that  officials  are  working 
together  to  accomplish  more  for  the  common  good.  But  there  still  needs  to 
be  a better  understanding  of  the  different  governments  and  cultures,  she 
said.  The  three-day  symposium  focuses  on  issues  with  roots  in  the 
frontier  days  that  are  still  important  today,  said  Bob  Pickering  of  the 
Buffalo  Bill  Flistoric  Center,  where  the  forum  was  being  held 
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Who  Flas  Treaty  Rights? 

Maqtew ' kpaqtism 
October  29,  2000 

Using  the  1704  Royal  Sublimus  Deus,  1537  j Queen  Anne's  Order  in  Council 


of  9 March  1704  in  the  matter  of  Mohegan  Indians  v.  Connecticut;  the 
Royal  Proclamation  of  1763;  and  the  Convention  for  the  Prevention  and 
Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide,  1948.  The  law  recorded  by  these  is 
simple,  clear  and  plain: 

(a)  the  natives  have  sovereign  jurisdiction  upon  yet  unceded  territory, 
under  the  protection  of  overarching  crown  sovereignty  expressed 
constitutionally; 

(b)  the  newcomers  have  sovereign  jurisdiction  upon  ceded  territory,  also 
under  the  protection  of  the  same  overarching  crown  sovereignty  expressed 
constitutionally;  and, 

(c)  the  premature  encroachment  of  the  newcomers  upon  the  sovereign 
jurisdiction  of  the  Indians  upon  yet  unceded  territory  prima  facie 
constitutes  "Misprision  of  Treason"  and  "Fraud"  and,  arguably, 

"Complicity  in  Genocide,"  expressed  constitutionally. 

(by  Bruce  Clark) 

What  lands  had  been  ceded  in  Mikm'kik? 

Aboriginal  Rights  were  not  lost  through  "conquest"  in  the  Maritimes,  and 
no  treaties  specifically  ceded  lands  to  the  Crown.  The  wording  of  some 
treaties,  however,  recognized  "settlements  already  made  or  lawfully  to  be 
made"  and  this  seems  to  indicate  that  lands  actually  occupied  by  settlers 
were  understood  to  by  the  Indians  to  have  been  ceded.  All  other  lands 
were  to  be  acquired  "lawfully"  from  the  Indians.  The  only  settlements 
"already  made"  at  the  time  of  the  Proclamation  of  1763  were  Annapolis 
Royal,  Canso,  and  Halifax. 

(from  Maliseet  & Micmac  - First  Nations  of  the  Maritimes  by  Robert  M. 
Leavitt) 

Annapolis  Royal,  Canso,  and  Halifax. . . but,  these  lands  had  not  actually 
been  "ceded"  to  the  British.  The  M'kmaq  had  only  given  the  British  the 
"right  to  occupy"  those  lands,  but  by  no  means  had  they  actually  ceded 
those  lands.  The  British  had  rights  to  that  land  as  long  as  they  occupied 
it.  If  they  leave  the  land  for  a period  over  10  years,  then  the  right  to 
that  land  is  lost.  This  is  an  ancient  M'kmaq  Law,  which  they  applied  to 
the  British.  There  was  never  any  transfer  of  ownership  or  jurisdiction  of 
land . 

When  and  Where  did  the  idea  that  Canada  owns  M'kmakik  come  from?  The 
answer  is...  1713,  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  between  Britain  and  France.  In 
this  Treaty,  France  had  ceded  what  they  called  Acadia,  to  the  British. 

Wait  a minute!  How  did  France  acquire  Acadia?  France  never  did  acquire  any 
lands  from  the  M'kmaq.  The  M'kmaq  had  given  the  French  "rights  of 
occupancy"  to  Port  Royal  and  Louisbourg.  French  Missionaries  were  also 
given  rights  to  occupy  lands  and  build  churches  through  the  1610 
Concordat.  The  Acadians  knew  very  well  that  the  land  they  occupied  was  not 
theirs.  When  the  Acadians  learned  that  France  had  ceded  Acadia  to  Britain, 
Acadians  wrote  to  France  asking  how  and  why  they  ceded  land  which  they 
did  not  own.  They  stated  that  the  land  was  M'kmaq  land,  and  had  always 
been,  that  they  had  never  acquired  any  title  to  the  land.  France  responded 
by  denying  that  they  ceded  Acadia.  The  M'kmaq  had  also  wrote  to  France 
asking  the  same  questions,  and  again,  France  denied  that  it  had  done  what 
it  had  done.  Since  1713,  Britain  was  mistakenly  led  to  believe  that  they 
had  won  title  to  the  land  from  France. 

Britain  began  to  occupy  parts  of  M'kmaq  land,  and  the  M'kmaq  resisted, 
making  British  settlement  impossible.  Britain  soon  realized  that 
settlement  in  what  they  named  Nova  Scotia,  would  be  impossible,  unless 
peace  be  made  with  the  M'kmaq.  Britain  was  being  defeated  by  the  M'kmaq, 
and  their  very  existence  in  Nova  Scotia  depended  on  a Treaties  of  Peace 
and  Friendship  with  the  M'kmaq.  So  then  began  the  Covenant  Chain  of 
Treaties  between  the  M'kmaq  and  the  British.  In  these  Treaties,  the 
British  recognized  and  respected  M'kmaq  Sovereignty  and  Jurisdiction  over 
their  Land  and  People,  and  the  British  were  given  Rights  of  Occupancy  to 
Annapolis  Royal,  Canso,  and  Halifax,  as  well  as  Trading  Rights. 

Without  these  Treaties,  the  British  would  have  no  Rights  in  M'kmakik  at 
all.  These  Treaties  never  gave  the  M'kmaq  any  Rights.  M'kmaq  were  the 
ones  with  all  the  Rights.  How  could  Britain  give  the  M'kmaq  something 
that  they  already  had?  The  Treaties  stated  that  the  British  would  respect 


the  M'kmaq  Peoples  Inherent  Rights. 


M'kmaq  People  do  not  have  Treaty  Rights,  Canadians  have  Treaty  Rights. 

Many  Canadians  feel  that  these  Treaties  are  outdated,  and  invalid  today. 
Many  Canadians  do  not  think  the  Treaties  should  be  recognized  today.  What 
Canadians  do  not  realize  is,  that  to  abolish  these  Treaties,  is  to 
abolish  all  Canadian  Treaty  Rights  in  M'kmakik.  Do  you  really  want  to 
destroy  these  Treaties,  along  with  your  Treaty  Rights? 

So,  if  you  are  a fellow  M'kmaq,  next  time  someone  talks  to  you  about 
your  Treaty  Rights,  explain  to  them  that  you  have  Inherent  Rights,  not 
Treaty  Rights. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service, 
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Burnt  Church  human  rights  observer  arrested: 

Observer  shares  what  she  feels  the  media  has  twisted 
By  : Kara  Dawne  Zemel 

Tracy  Sinclair,  a 21-year-old  McGill  University  student  from  North  Bay, 
Ont.,  had  an  interesting  time  in  Burnt  Church.  Sinclair  went  to  Burnt 
Church  as  a human  rights  observer  from  the  Arcade  Observer  Project.  She 
went  equipped  with  a video  camera  in  order  to  tape  what  she  observed  and 
the  video  camera  was  also  meant  to  deter  violence. 

On  September  12,  Sinclair  was  aboard  a boat  with  some  of  the  local 
Natives  of  Burnt  Church.  Their  boat  received  a phone  call  from  the  Chief's 
boat  saying  they  had  been  harassed  by  the  Department  of  Fisheries  and 
Oceans  (DFO) . Following  this  phone  call,  Sinclair  noticed  that  the  waters 
were  occupied  by  four  RCMP  Zodiacs,  police  catamarans,  and  there  were  two 
police  helicopters  in  the  sky.  The  police  on  the  water  were  in  full  swat 
gear.  Natives  on  another  boat  had  all  been  handcuffed.  Sinclair  continued 
to  film  all  that  was  going  on  when  one  of  the  RCMP  Zodiacs  rammed  into 
them.  Sinclair  was  thrown  from  her  seat,  almost  falling  out  of  the  boat. 

The  police  rammed  into  them  again,  causing  their  boat  to  flip  over, 
sending  Sinclair  and  the  other  three  passengers  into  the  water.  "After 
they  rammed  the  boat  I was  in,  they  conveniently  had  divers  ready  to  save 
us.  Sinclair  also  said  that  the  RCMP  had  sprayed  either  Mace  or  pepper 
spray  at  their  boat,  although  the  RCMP  denied  this,  saying  that  it  was 
probably  the  gas  from  their  boat. 

The  four  occupants  of  the  boat  were  arrested,  but  they  were  split  up  and 
brought  to  different  wharfs  and  different  jails.  Two  of  her  boat-mates 
went  to  the  wharf  and  jail  where  the  other  Natives  had  been  brought. 
Sinclair  and  another,  Shane,  were  brought  by  police  Zodiac  to  another  jail 
40  kms  away,  in  Chatham.  Sinclair  was  charged  with  obstruction  to  a 
police  officer,  while  all  of  the  Natives  were  charged  with  illegal 
fishing. 

Sinclair  and  Shane  were  handcuffed  with  the  plastic  ties.  Her  cuffs  were 
on  so  tight  that  her  hands  started  turning  blue.  Her  cuffs  were  removed, 
and  they  were  never  put  back  on.  Her  Native  friend,  Shane,  whose 
handcuffs  were  just  as  tight,  had  his  removed,  only  they  put  them  back  on. 
They  were  both  extremely  cold  because  they  were  sitting  in  wet  clothes, 
and  the  officer  gave  them  coffee.  Sinclair  had  no  problem  drinking  hers, 
but  Shane's  plastic  handcuffs  were  too  tight  for  him  to  hold  the  cup.  The 
officer  removed  the  plastic  handcuffs  and  replaced  them  with  the 
traditional  steel  cuffs. 

Sinclair  asked  the  officer  why  hers  had  been  left  off  and  Shane's  had 
been  kept  on.  The  RCMP  officer  said  he  did  not  have  to  answer  her  question. 


The  police  had  taken  away  hen  camera  when  they  were  put  onto  the  police 
boat.  The  officer  told  her  that  he  was  just  taking  it  so  that  it  would 
not  get  damaged  and  he  also  said  that  it  was  still  her  property.  When  she 
asked  for  it  back  when  her  handcuffs  were  off,  and  they  had  been 
transferred  from  the  Zodiac  to  a catamaran  the  officers  said  that  they 
did  not  know  where  it  was.  She  was  told  when  she  got  to  the  Sheppagan 
jail  she  was  told  that  her  camera  had  been  seized  as  evidence. 

There  was  only  one  cell  at  this  jail  and  the  police  could  not  put  a male 
and  a female  in  a cell  together.  They  were  going  to  transport  her  to  the 
other  jail,  Tracadie-Shiela . Sinclair  was  wearing  a jacket  with  the 
initials  of  the  organization  she  was  observing  for.  She  says  there  was 
some  speculation  that  she  had  been  initially  taken  to  the  other  jail  so 
the  media  would  not  see  that  the  police  had  arrested  a human  rights 
observer. 

Sinclair  says  that  when  the  police  put  the  handcuffs  on  the  Natives  who 
were  with  her  in  the  boat  they  were  extremely  rough,  with  their  heads 
pushed  down  and  the  officers'  knees  in  their  backs.  Sinclair,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  politely  asked  to  put  her  hands  behind  her  and  was  not 
treated  roughly  at  all.  She  assumed  she  was  treated  this  way  because  she 
was  a female.  She  later  asked  a Native  woman  who  had  been  arrested  how 
her  experience  had  been.  The  woman  told  her  how  the  police  had  pushed  her 
head  under  the  water  and  held  it  there  until  they  had  got  her  handcuffs  on 
On  September  14,  the  CBC  reported  on  this  entire  incident.  The  RCMP 
completely  denied  that  they  had  rammed  a boat  and  tipped  it.  This  was 
followed  by  Sinclair  contesting  that  they  had  been  rammed  not  once  but 
twice,  and  that  it  was  the  second  ramming  that  had  sent  them  into  the 
water.  Sinclair  says  now,  "You  can  bet  I won't  be  told  the  RCMP  didn't 
ram  us,  and  I'm  going  to  tell  my  friends  about  how  they  rammed  us  and  how 
they  took  my  handcuffs  off  and  left  my  Native  counterpart ' s on,  and  how 
they  pointed  guns  at  my  friends." 

The  message  that  Sinclair  wants  to  pass  along  is,  "Screen  yourself  from 
the  generous  censorship,  and  the  blatant  lying  of  the  government  in  their 
press  releases  and  the  papers.  Do  not  tolerate  the  blatant  violations  of 
human  rights.  This  all  sounds  so  radical  and  far  away,  but  it's  happening 
at  home."  As  for  her  video  camera,  "When  I get  it,  we'll  all  sit  around 
the  tube  for  a nice  viewing  of  our  police  creating  the  violence  they  are 
there  to  save  us  from." 

Sinclair's  court  date  was  set  for  October  19,  2000,  but  she  could  not 
attend  because  of  school.  Her  lawyer  was  going  to  get  the  date  pushed  back 
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BIA  Researchers  Buried  In  Application  Avalanche 
By  Eileen  McNamara 
Published  on  10/23/2000 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  bureaucrats  say,  is  one  of  the 
most  problem-ridden  federal  agencies  and  the  least  desirable  to  work  for. 
If  so,  then  the  agency's  Branch  of  Acknowledgment  and  Research  must  rank 
as  the  worst  of  the  worst. 

Historically  underfunded  and  understaffed,  and  now  under  the  most 
intense  scrutiny  in  its  existence,  the  research  group,  known  as  BAR,  is 
charged  with  the  task  of  deciding  which  Indian  tribes  should  be  federally 
recognized . 

BAR  has  only  11  employees,  most  of  them  researchers,  to  deal  with  a 
backlog  of  more  than  200  groups  seeking  recognition. 


The  total  recognition  staff  represents  about  one-tenth  of  one  percent  of 
the  BIA's  workforce  of  nearly  11,000. 

Established  in  1978  when  Congress  passed  regulations  on  how  tribal 
recognitions  should  be  handled,  BAR  has  issued  decisions  on  33  petitions. 

It  has  approved  recognition  in  about  half  of  those  cases,  including  the 
Mohegan  Indians  and  the  Narragansetts  of  Rhode  Island. 

With  an  average  of  fewer  than  two  petitions  per  year  resolved  by  the 
agency,  U.S.  Assistant  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs  Kevin  Gover  went  before 
Congress  this  year  and  said  he  believes  the  recognition  process  is  beyond 
reform . 

Though  he  defends  the  BAR  staff's  commitment  and  abilities,  Gover 
complained  that  the  increased  role  of  casino  backers  and  the  inadequate 
funding  and  staffing  of  BAR  are  conspiring  to  bring  recognition  efforts  to 
a grinding  halt. 

Added  to  that  is  the  escalating  Freedom  of  Information  Act  requests  BAR 
must  handle.  Its  workers  now  spend  about  half  their  time  responding  to  FOI 
requests,  its  director,  R.  Lee  Fleming  said.  During  a recent  tour  of  his 
agency's  fourth-floor  offices  in  the  vast  Interior  Department  building  on 
C Street,  he  points  out  the  file  room  where  the  petitions  are  kept. 

Once  housed  in  a single  room,  one  wall  was  knocked  down  to  allow 
expansion  into  a second  room.  At  one  point  the  floor  under  the  tall  cases 
where  the  petitions  are  stored  had  to  be  fortified  to  hold  their  weight. 

Gover 's  testimony  came  at  a tumultuous  time  for  BAR.  The  agency's 
research  into  the  recognition  petitions  of  the  Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequots 
and  Eastern  Pequots  of  North  Stonington  is  being  picked  over  by  state  and 
town  lawyers  preparing  appeals  to  the  preliminary  recognition  the  BIA 
granted  the  two  groups  this  year. 

Fleming  said  his  staff  has  weathered  the  tumult  well. 

The  BAR  staff,  he  said,  is  highly  protected  from  outsiders,  lawyers, 
Indians,  the  media  and  congressional  staffers  who  want  to  pry  into  their 
work. 

Fleming,  a member  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  said  the 
anthropologists,  historians  and  genealogists  that  make  up  BAR  must  focus 
on  determining  the  validity  of  tribal  claims,  he  said. 

Under  the  watchful  eye  of  BIA  press  secretary  Nedra  Darling,  Fleming 
recently  agreed  to  undergo  brief  questioning  by  a reporter. 

"We  want  to  be,  at  all  times,  objective  and  neutral,  that's  why  we  don't 
do  interviews,"  said  Fleming. 

Fleming  is  the  self-appointed  buffer  between  the  researchers  and  what  he 
calls  outside  pressures. 

"I'm  trying  to  make  sure  my  staff  is  focused  on  their  work  at  hand." 

This  day  is  a rare  exception.  In  the  mid-afternoon  several  of  the 
staffers  are  gathered  at  a window  watching  a group  of  protesters  wending 
their  way  down  to  the  State  Department.  Later,  Fleming  calls  down  to  the 
small  conference  room  the  two  researchers  who  are  working  on  the  Paucatuck 
and  Eastern  Pequot  petitions.  The  ground  rules  are  clear,  though.  They  are 
here  only  to  give  brief  biographical  information. 

Fresh  from  peer  review  sessions  that  she  likens  to  graduate  school  exams, 
60-year-old  historian  Virginia  DeMarce  is  cordial  though  uneasy.  George 
Roth,  a 22-year  veteran  of  the  BIA,  is  clearly  uncomfortable  to  be  in  the 
spotlight  and  stands  with  his  back  against  the  wall. 

Both  are  former  college  history  teachers  who  spent  two  days  last  month 
in  the  unusual  position  of  justifying  to  Connecticut's  attorney  general, 
town  leaders  and  their  lawyers  and  tribal  officials  why  the  BIA  granted 
preliminary  recognition  to  the  Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequots  and  Eastern 
Pequots . 

Fleming  and  other  BIA  leaders  have  good  reason  for  being  overly 
protective  of  people  like  DeMarce  and  Roth.  Former  BAR  staffers  say  that 
with  the  stakes  of  federal  recognition  on  the  rise  in  many  states, 
including  Connecticut,  it  gives  tribes  the  right  to  negotiate  to  open 
casinos  some  staffers  have  been  harassed  and  have  even  received  death 
threats . 

The  agency,  however,  is  not  completely  immune  to  what  is  being  said 
about  them.  In  a corner  of  one  conference  room  is  a stack  of  newspaper 


Fleming 


clippings  about  the  BIA. 

"That's  to  keep  us  aware  of  what's  happening  in  Indian  Country/' 
said 
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BY  MATT  KELLEY 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

WASHINGTON  --  A report  on  Treasury  Department  lawyers  who  helped 
conceal  the  improper  shredding  of  documents  should  remain  secret,  the 
department  told  a federal  judge  Thursday. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Royce  Lamberth  and  a court-appointed 
investigator  had  both  scolded  the  department  last  year  for  its  14-week 
silence  about  shredding  162  boxes  of  documents. 

The  boxes  may  have  included  records  Lamberth  had  ordered  the 
department  to  turn  over  to  lawyers  in  a multibillion-dollar  lawsuit 
over  American  Indian  trust  accounts.  The  department  shredded  the 
records  as  Lamberth  was  considering  whether  to  hold  then-Treasury 
Secretary  Robert  Rubin  in  contempt  of  court  for  withholding  other 
documents.  Lamberth  finally  did  cite  Rubin  for  contempt  in  February 
1999. 

A Treasury  Department  panel  investigated  whether  six  current  or 
former  Treasury  lawyers  should  face  discipline  for  their  roles  in  the 
cover-up.  The  Treasury  Department  gave  the  panel's  recommendations  to 
Lamberth  on  Thursday  but  asked  that  he  keep  them  from  the  Indian 
tribes'  lawyers  and  the  public. 

"The  documents  contain  highly  sensitive,  confidential  personnel 
information"  barred  from  public  disclosure  by  the  Privacy  Act,  the 
Treasury  Department  told  Lamberth  in  a court  brief  that  was  made 
public . 

Lawyers  for  the  Indian  tribes'  account  holders  said  they  would  ask 
Lamberth  to  make  the  reports  public. 

"I  find  it  ironic  that  the  conduct  of  attorneys  who  covered  up 
document  destruction  ...  is  being  entirely  covered  up,"  said  Dennis 
Gingold,  one  of  the  tribe  ' lawyers.  "The  question  is  why.  This  is  a 
public  trial,  involving  public  documents,  on  what  might  be  a fraud  on 
the  court." 

The  Treasury  Department  lawyers  involved  were  already  named  in  a 
report  written  by  Alan  Balaran,  the  court-appointed  investigator,  who 
concluded  that  some  probably  violated  professional  ethics.  The 
government  and  four  of  the  lawyers  also  asked  to  have  Balaran 's  report 
kept  secret,  but  Lamberth  rejected  that  request. 

The  lawyers  and  their  titles  at  the  time  of  the  shredding  were: 
Ingrid  Falanga,  deputy  chief  counsel  of  the  Financial  Management 
Service;  FMS  Senior  Counsel  Randy  Lewis;  FMS  Senior  Counsel  Daniel 
Mazella;  FMS  lawyer  James  Regan;  and  Treasury  Department  Deputy 
Assistant  General  Counsels  Eleni  Constantine  and  Roberta  Mclnerney. 

The  tribes  are  suing  the  Treasury  and  Interior  departments  over 
long-standing  mismanagement  of  the  trust  accounts.  The  tribe  s' 
lawyers  say  there  are  about  500,000  of  the  accounts,  which  handle 
about  $500  million  per  year. 

The  accounts  hold  proceeds  from  oil  drilling,  timber  cutting, 
grazing  and  other  uses  of  the  tribe  s'  land.  The  government 
acknowledges  that  the  accounts  have  been  mismanaged  in  nearly  every 


way  possible. 

Indianz  at  http://www.egroups.com  - a group  for,  by,  and  about  Indianz 
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In  an  attempt  to  head-off  a situation  similar  to  that  in  Townsend,  the 
Tennessee  Department  of  Transportation  has  requested  additional  surveying 
be  conducted  along  Highway  321  in  Pittman  Center.  Archeologists  from  the 
University  of  Tennessee  began  Friday  to  see  "whether  or  not  there's 
additional  areas  that  need  to  be  excavated  that  weren't  originally  checked 
out,"  said  Chuck  Bentz,  director  of  UT's  Center  for  Transportation 
Research.  Plans  call  for  the  road  to  be  five-laned.  He  added  that  the 
original  survey  was  done  about  five  years  ago  and  that  "the  edge  of  the 
right-of-way  goes  in  and  out.  There  are  areas  in  the  right-of-way  that 
are  beyond  the  original  survey"  which  was  contracted  out  by  Sevier  County 
to  Wilbur  Smith  Associates.  They  then  contracted  it  to  New  South  of  Stone 
Mountain,  Ga.  "I  can't  tell  from  the  New  South  report  where  they  did  what, 
" said  Bentz.  The  old  survey  states  that  there  are  no  Native  American 
burial  sites  or  archeological  artifacts  along  that  section  of  321.  "I 
would  be  surprised  if  every  one  of  my  shovel  tests  was  negative,"  Bentz 
said.  "We  don't  believe  that  report  that  was  issued,"  said  Carl  "Two 
Feathers"  Whitaker  of  the  Native  American  Indian  Movement  who  has  been 
working  with  TDOT  to  get  the  excavation  underway.  "We  will  be  verifying 
that  there  are  Native  American  burial  sites  in  the  area,"  he  said.  A 
longstanding  goal  of  Pittman  Center  officials  is  to  preserve  as  much 
natural  beauty  and  historic  culture  as  possible  while  maintaining  a 
growing  economy.  Road  work  in  Townsend  has  had  to  be  halted  for 
archeological  work.  Alderman  Kevin  Howard  said  he  hopes  the  expansion  of 
321  goes  quickly.  He  does  not  want  the  construction  to  be  drawn  out  over 
years.  He  also  sees  the  importance  of  the  archeological  survey.  "I  think 
it's  a good  thing,"  Howard  said.  "I  wouldn't  want  to  get  in  a situation 
like  Townsend's  in."  "We  don't  want  to  make  it  ugly,"  said  Whitaker.  "We 
want  to  make  it  right."  "Local  government  was  to  do  all  the  preliminary 
work,"  said  TDOT  spokeswoman  Luanne  Grandinetti.  The  Native  American 
Indian  Movement  appealed  to  Pittman  Center's  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
at  Thursday's  meeting.  "Do  not  let  them  persuade  you  to  put  this  road  in," 
said  "Little  Owl"  Heflin  who  is  a medicine  woman  and  spiritual  leader. 
"Don't  let  them  mess  it  up.  Dust  love  your  town  enough  to  say  no  for  your 
kids,  your  grandkids  and  their  kids."  After  the  meeting  Whitaker,  Heflin 
and  others  walked  the  site  of  the  proposed  road  expansion.  "Little  Owl  was 
out  here  and  she  got  strong  feelings,"  said  Whitaker. 

"She's  a very  spiritual  person.  She  can't  be  underestimated.  We  felt 
that  it  was  a spiritual  area,  we  know  it  is."  Their  feelings  were 
confirmed  by  Bentz  who  said  the  best  chance  they  had  of  finding  Native 
American  sites  was  in  the  stretch  of  land  between  the  Little  Pigeon  River 
and  a stream  bed,  which  was  the  same  area  Whitaker  and  Heflin  had  walked 
the  night  before.  "The  whole  process  is  one  of  discovery,"  said 
Grandinetti.  She  added  work  by  Bentz  has  shown  that  more  needs  to  be  done. 
"We're  going  to  go  back  to  Wilbur  Smith  and  ask  them  to  provide  more 
documents,"  she  said.  "We  don't  want  to  get  in  a situation  like  we  have  in 
Townsend  where  we  get  in  the  middle  of  a project  and  have  to  stop  for 
archeology."  Expansion  of  321  from  the  existing  four-lane  section,  which 
currently  stops  at  the  intersection  with  Glades  road,  up  to  an  area  just 
west  of  the  Little  Pigeon  River  is  set  to  take  place  this  fall.  The 
expansion  across  the  river  to  Highway  416,  which  will  include  the 
construction  of  a new  bridge,  or  addition  to  the  existing  bridge,  will 
take  place  next  year. 
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Crazy  Horse  descendants  sue  beer  company 
By  JENNIFER  GERRIETTS 
Argus  Leader 
published:  11/4/00 

The  descendants  of  Sioux  warrior  Crazy  Horse  have  filed  a lawsuit  in 
Sioux  Falls  federal  court  against  the  makers  of  a malt  liquor  that  uses 
his  name  without  permission. 

Their  dispute  with  Hornell  Brewing  Co.  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  began  in  1992 
when  the  company  bottled  of  "The  Original  Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor." 

Crazy  Horse's  descendants  previously  had  filed  a lawsuit  in  tribal  court, 
but  appellate  courts  ruled  that  the  case  belonged  in  federal  jurisdiction. 
The  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  has  joined  the  Crazy  Horse  estate  in  the  suit. 

Crazy  Horse  was  a Lakota  Sioux  leader  who  died  in  1877. 

"It's  a silent  outrage  we  have  had  to  endure,"  said  Seth  Big  Crow  Sr.,  a 
62-year-old  Parmelee  man  whose  grandfather  was  a first-cousin  to  the 
American  Indian  leader.  "It's  been  a long  journey,  but  who  will  do  it  for 
him  if  not  the  relatives?" 

Calls  to  Hornell  seeking  comment  were  directed  to  a spokeswoman  who 
could  not  be  reached.  The  company  is  based  in  New  York  and  is  parent  to 
the  Arizona  Beverage  Co. 

Lawyer  Robert  Gough  of  Rosebud,  who  represents  the  Crazy  Horse  estate, 
said  his  clients  want  to  send  a message. 

"We  want  it  stopped  in  a way  that  neither  they  or  anybody  else  will  use 
the  name  to  publicize  the  product  that  has  killed  more  Indians  than 
Winchester  or  Remington  combined,"  said  Gough.  "We  do  not  want  there  to 
be  a Sitting  Bull  or  Geronimo  malt  liquor." 

Linder  Lakota  culture,  it  is  disrespectful  to  speak  of  dead  relatives, 
Gough  said.  Crazy  Horse's  family  did  not  want  his  name  used  by  strangers, 
much  less  printed  on  a label  without  their  permission  to  sell  40-ounce 
bottles  of  malt  liquor. 

"They  said  they  made  it  as  a tribute  to  Crazy  Horse.  ...  You  tell  me 
what  kind  of  tribute  that  is?"  Gough  said. 

Gough  said  the  lawsuit  also  claims  that  Hornell  is  advertising  the 
beverage  in  violation  of  a federal  law  prohibiting  false  suggestions  that 
a product  is  Indian.  The  label  on  the  malt  liquor  bottles  refers  to 
Dakota  and  Montana  and  uses  Indian  religious  symbols,  he  said. 

Congress  passed  a law  in  1992  to  rescind  the  approval  of  the  Crazy  Horse 
name,  but  a federal  court  overturned  it  on  First  Amendment  grounds.  The 
descendants  of  Crazy  Horse  first  filed  suit  in  tribal  court  in  1993. 

In  their  new  lawsuit,  the  family  is  seeking  a permanent  injunction 
against  using  the  name  or  likeness  of  Crazy  Horse  to  sell  any  product. 

They  want  a judge  to  order  the  malt-liquor  products  or  containers  to  be 
collected  and  destroyed. 

They  want  damages  that  would  be  three  times  the  amount  the  company  has 
made  from  using  Crazy  Horse's  name  on  their  product,  plus  additional 
damages  to  compensate  the  family  for  emotional  distress. 

No  trial  has  been  scheduled. 

Reach  reporter  Jennifer  Gerrietts  at  jgerriet(3argusleader . com  or  331-2312 
All  content  Copyright  c 2000  Argus  Leader. 
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Schools  Across  U.S.  Being  Pressured  to  Cut  Indian  Mascots 
By  Samuel  Autman  Union-Tribune 
October  22,  2000 
Aztec  mascot 

American  Indian  mascots  are  slowly  vanishing  from  the  American  landscape, 
but  not  without  some  fireworks. 

In  Asheville,  N.C.,  the  Erwin  High  School  Squaws  became  the  Lady 
Warriors  last  year.  Such  a furor  erupted  that  the  U.S.  Dustice  Department 
got  involved. 

Elsewhere,  vandals  slashed  the  tires  of  Indian  mascot  opponents 
attending  a recent  Onteora  Board  of  Education  meeting  in  New  York  state. 

And  last  weekend  American  Indians  caused  an  uproar  at  the  University  of 
Illinois  Champaign-Urbana  homecoming  game  when  they  burned  a mannequin 
representing  Chief  Illiniwek,  the  Illini  mascot.  Tomorrow,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  SDSU  students  will  vote  on  the  university's  nickname,  the 
Aztecs,  and  Monty  Montezuma,  the  loincloth-clad  mascot  who  runs  onto  the 
field  during  halftime  at  football  games. 

But  the  final  decision  on  whether  to  rid  the  campus  of  all  things  Aztec 
rests  with  university  President  Stephen  Weber. 

The  National  Education  Association  and  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  discourage 
use  of  American  Indian-themed  mascots. 

Indian  groups  estimate  that  hundreds  of  schools  and  colleges,  including 
Stanford  University  and  the  Los  Angeles  Unified  School  District,  have 
banished  Indian  mascots  and  nicknames.  But  thousands  remain. 

Indian  groups  across  the  country  say  the  images  dishonor  Indian  cultures 
and  are  racist  caricatures.  Supporters  say  the  mascots  are  traditional  and 
pay  respect  to  indigenous  cultures.  "We  have  found  that  people  are  nearly 
hysterical  regarding  their  mascot,"  said  Linda  Ishgooda,  a Wyandot  Indian 
of  the  National  Coalition  Against  Racism  in  Sport  and  Media. 

"You  have  the  parents  with  tears  running  down  their  cheeks  standing  in 
front  of  microphones  making  statements  such  as,  'I  was  a Warrior-Aztec- 
Indian-Brave-Redskin  and,  by  God,  it's  a tradition  and  my  kid  is  going  to 
be  one . ' " 

When  the  SDSU  student  council  voted  to  ask  Weber  to  retire  the  Aztec 
nickname  and  mascot,  the  school  and  community  erupted. 

No  matter  what  Weber  decides,  the  issue  could  drag  on  for  years.  At 
Champaign-Urbana,  where  a student  dressed  in  full  regalia  as  Chief 
Illiniwek  performs  during  halftime,  the  issue  has  made  headlines  since 
1975. 

Copyright  2000  Union-Tribune  Publishing  Co 
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c Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal .Com 
Please  send  comments  to  editor@canadianaboriginal.com 

"RE : Ojibwe  Language  Instructor  Selected  for  Award"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Nov  2000  14:24:49  -0600 

From:  "Vikki  M.  Floward"  <howar045@tc.umn.edu> 

Subj:  Ojibwe  Language  Instructor  Selected  for  Award 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@tc . umn . edu> 

University  of  Minnesota  - Twin  Cities  Campus 
Ojibwe  Language  Instructor  Selected  for  Award 

Dennis  3ones,  Ojibwe  language  and  Culture  instructor  in  the  Department  of 
American  Indian  Studies  at  the  University  of  Minnesota,  is  one  of  12  local 
residents  who  has  been  selected  as  a 2000  Minneapolis  award  recipient.  The 
recipients  were  selected  by  a committee  of  Minneapolis  citizens  and  City 


Officials . 

Hones  was  recognized  for  devoting  his  talent  and  leadership  toward  the 
struggle  to  maintain  and  revitalize  the  Ojibwe  Language  and  culture  in 
Minneapolis.  He  has  developed  innovative  curricula  for  teaching  the 
language,  including  learning  the  language  while  processing  wild  rice  or 
talking  with  Elders. 

Dennis  is  a member  of  the  Nicikousemenecaning  First  Nation  in 
northwestern  Ontario.  "I  have  a personal  interest  in  the  language 
surviving",he  said.  Hones  remembered  being  forced  to  go  to  boarding  school, 
at  the  age  of  6,  where  his  native  Ojibwe  was  forbidden.  "I  promised  myself 
nobody  would  take  our  language  away,"  he  said. 

Hones  nomination  competed  with  41  others.  His  efforts  to  maintain, 
revitalize  and  stabilize  the  Ojibwe  language  and  culture  in  Minneapolis 
stood  out,  said  Sara  Dietrich  from  the  city's  communications  department. 

The  Award  Ceremony  will  be  held  November  9,  2000  at  International  Market 
Square . 
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Tribal  Languages  Unintended  Target  in  English-Only  Drive  Measure:  Largely 
aimed  at  Spanish  programs,  the  Arizona  proposition  could  curb  the  teaching 
of  Native  American  languages.  Latino  and  Indian  groups  oppose  it. 

By  HULIE  CART,  Times  Staff  Writer 

TEMPE,  Ariz .- -Arizona  voters  on  Tuesday  are  expected  to  embrace  a 
popular  ballot  initiative  that  would  pronounce  English  the  language  of 
the  state's  public  schools. 

But  given  the  state's  unique  demographics,  the  measure  could  have  an 
unintended  consequence.  Proposition  203  is  largely  aimed  at  the  state's 
growing  number  of  Spanish-speaking  students,  but  the  English-only  edict 
also  could  restrict  the  teaching  of  the  imperiled  languages  spoken  among 
Arizona's  21  Native  American  tribes. 

The  initiative  has  drawn  fierce  opposition  from  both  Latino  and  Native 
American  groups. 

"You  tell  someone  that  their  language  is  not  good  enough  to  be  spoken 
and  really  you  are  saying  that  they  are  not  good  enough,"  said  Kathleen 
Green,  education  services  manager  for  the  Phoenix  Indian  Center. 

Backed  by  the  group  English  for  the  Children,  Proposition  203  is  a 
hybrid  of  the  English-only  proposal  that  California  voters  approved  two 
years  ago.  It  is  bankrolled  here  by  Ron  Unz,  the  Palo  Alto  software 
millionaire  who  campaigned  for  Proposition  227,  which  dismantled 
bilingual  education  in  California  schools. 

Anti-California  Sentiments  Stirred 

The  ballot  initiative  would  establish  English-only  instruction  in 
Arizona's  classrooms,  where  about  5%  of  students  participate  in  bilingual 
education  programs  but  far  more  speak  another  language  at  school. 

The  battle  has  stirred  long-standing  anti-California  sentiments  here. 

"We  do  not  need  a multimillionaire  from  California  coming  to  our  state  to 
tell  us  how  to  vote,"  said  Rudolfo  Perez  Hr.  of  the  Phoenix  office  of  the 
Mexican  American  Legal  Defense  and  Educational  Fund. 

During  an  emotional  debate  recently  at  Arizona  State  University  Law 
School,  Unz  faced  down  his  critics.  He  argued  that  bilingual  education  is 
a failed  system.  The  English-only  movement  seeks  to  empower  all  children, 
Unz  said,  by  teaching  them  English,  which  can  be  used  as  an  engine  for 
academic  and  financial  achievement. 

Unz,  however,  conceded  he  "never  thought  about"  how  the  proposition 


would  affect  Native  Americans. 


Few  Indian  Students  in  Tribal  Schools 

Margaret  Garcia-Dugan , co-chairwoman  of  the  state's  English  for  the 
Children  group,  said  she  was  under  the  impression  that  the  tribes' 
sovereignty  would  exempt  them  from  English-only  requirements. 

That  would  be  true  if  Native  American  children  were  being  taught  in 
tribal  schools.  The  vast  majority  of  Indian  children  in  Arizona,  however, 
are  enrolled  in  public  and  charter  schools  that  could  be  required  to 
eliminate  programs  that  teach  in  languages  other  than  English. 

"Eighty  percent  of  our  children  are  in  public  schools  and  would  be 
directly  impacted,"  said  Ivan  Makil,  president  of  the  Salt  River  Indian 
Community  in  Phoenix,  where  the  tribal  languages  Pima  and  Maricopa  are 
taught . 

Makil  said  Native  Americans  well  remember  the  era  from  the  1860s  to  the 
1960s  when  Indian  children  were  placed  in  government-run  boarding  schools 
and  punished  for  speaking  their  native  language.  "This  is  like  history 
repeating  itself." 

This  generation  of  young  Indians,  especially  those  who  live  off  the 
reservation,  is  quickly  losing  its  culture  and  language  to  assimilation, 
tribal  leaders  say.  Among  the  Pima,  for  example,  a recent  survey  found 
only  20  primary  speakers  of  the  language. 

Many  Arizona  tribes  have  instituted  programs  in  elementary  schools  where 
instruction  is  split  between  English  and  native  languages  such  as  Navajo 
and  Yaqui.  As  the  children  gain  proficiency  in  both  languages,  the  tribal 
language  is  phased  out  and  English  dominates.  Once  introduced,  tribal 
leaders  say,  the  native  language  will  be  fostered  by  use  at  home. 

'Kachina  Speaks  Hopi,  Not  English' 

With  language  revitalization  programs  gaining  a foothold  in  the  last 
five  years,  leaders  say,  the  timing  of  the  measure  could  not  be  more 
painful . 

"How  will  we  practice  our  religion  and  our  ceremonies?"  asked  Rosalie 
Talhongua  Adams,  who  is  Hopi.  "Kachina  [a  spirit]  speaks  Hopi,  not 
English . " 

A number  of  tribes  have  passed  resolutions  condemning  Proposition  203, 
and  the  initiative  has  spurred  many  Native  Americans  to  register  to  vote. 

A recent  rally  at  the  state  Capitol  drew  nearly  1,000  protesters,  many  of 
whom  had  driven  overnight  from  remote  reservations.  The  rally  was  called 
the  largest  Indian  protest  in  Arizona  in  recent  memory. 

The  opposition  to  Proposition  203  also  has  forged  an  unusual  coalition 
between  the  politically  dormant  tribes  and  Latino  organizations,  who  also 
fear  their  culture  and  language  will  be  diminished. 

If  passed.  Proposition  203  could  be  more  strict  than  California's 
English-only  policy.  California's  system  still  allows  parents  the  option 
of  placing  a child  in  a bilingual  program,  but  such  an  exemption  could  be 
harder  to  obtain  in  Arizona. 

In  Arizona,  teachers  and  districts  "may  reject  waiver  requests  without 
explanation  or  legal  consequence,"  according  to  the  proposition. 

In  both  states,  children  not  sufficiently  fluent  in  English  are  to  be 
placed  in  English  immersion  classes  for  one  year  and  then  returned  to 
mainstream  studies. 

"This  is  about  learning  English,  the  language  of  science  and  commerce," 
said  Garcia-Dugan,  principal  at  Glendale  High  School.  "This  is  about 
allowing  minority  children  access  to  the  American  dream." 

The  measure  is  expected  to  pass  easily.  A recent  poll  by  KAET/Arizona 
State  University  showed  a 71%  approval  rating. 

All  of  the  state's  major  newspapers  have  called  for  the  rejection  of 
Proposition  203. 

Latino  and  Native  American  legal  groups  are  studying  whether  the 
proposal  would  violate  federal  law  that  protects  tribal  languages. 

The  sovereignty  issue  also  is  unresolved.  It  remains  untested  in 
California,  where  there  are  two  school  districts  operating  on  tribal  land, 
compared  with  13  in  Arizona,  said  Andrew  L.  Andreoli,  director  of  American 
Indian  Education  for  the  California  Department  of  Education. 


Andreoli  said  there  are  no  bilingual  programs  using  tribal  languages  in 
California,  home  of  58,000  Native  Anericans.  Arizona  has  a Native  American 
population  of  380,000. 

"If  it  passes,"  said  Wayne  Holm  of  the  Navajo  Language  Project,  "there 
is  going  to  be  litigation  and  litigation  and  litigation." 

Copyright  c.  Los  Angeles  Times. 

— "RE:  Gitxsan  Seek  Absolute  Title"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Nov  2000  11:42:47  -0600 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="Land  Title" 

Gitxsan  Seek  Absolute  Title 

From:  "lames  Terral"  ..thanks!  Gathering  Place  First  Nations, Ca 
Natives  return  landmark  case  to  Supreme  Court  for  title  over  private  land 
Suzanne  Fournier  The  Province 
http : //www. Vancouver pro vince . com/ 

October  31,  2000 

The  landmark  B.C.  legal  case  that  upheld  wide-ranging  Aboriginal  land 
rights  is  heading  back  to  court  in  a bid  to  get  what  Natives  say  is 
"absolute  title  to  every  inch  of  land."  If  Natives  succeed  at  retrial  of 
the  1997  Delgamuukw  case,  privately  held  land  will  be  up  for  grabs  for  the 
first  time  in  B.C.,  admits  Gitxsan  litigation  head  and  lawyer  Gordon 
Sebastian . 

"We'll  have  absolute  title  to  every  inch  of  Gitxsan  land,"  predicted 
Sebastian.  "It  will  mean  that  all  land  will  be  up  for  discussion, 
including  land  held  in  fee-simple  (private)  title."  It  would  also  contain 
implications  for  about  50  other  Bands  currently  in  Treaty  negotiations  and 
seeking  to  gain  the  same  rights  as  the  Gitxsan.  And  it  could  have  even 
wider  implications  for  all  privately  held  land  in  B.C. 

Sebastian  joked  that  non-Natives  may  "migrate  by  the  busload"  away  from 
Gitxsan  land  but  added  that  even  if  Natives  do  win  absolute  title,  they'll 
respect  existing  non-Native  interests.  But  Liberal  Aboriginal  affairs 
critic  Mike  Delong  said  putting  private  land  on  the  table  "is  contrary  to 
what  everyone  was  assured  these  negotiations  were  about.  It's  troubling 
for  many  people  to  realize  claims  could  expand  to  include  private  land. 
"It's  fair  to  say  the  stakes  have  been  raised." 

Alice  Maitland,  mayor  of  Hazelton  for  25  years,  said  Sebastian's  remarks 
"may  shock  and  excite  people"  but  added  "we  don't  believe  a Gitxsan 
government  would  just  throw  us  away.  "And  Gordon  (Sebastian)  is  not  Robin 
Hood  --he  has  to  stay  within  the  law.  But  government  has  dragged  its 
feet  so  long,  it's  no  wonder  the  Gitxsan  have  to  take  action  to  resolve 
the  land  question."  But  Maitland  points  out  the  Gitxsan  could  get  less, 
not  more,  in  court.  Chief  federal  negotiator  Tom  Molloy  agrees  "going  to 
court  is  always  risky  . . . Canada  prefers  negotiation  to  litigation." 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  ruled  on  Dec.  11,  1997  in  the  Delgamuukw  case 
that  Aboriginal  title  to  land  exists  and  cannot  be  extinguished  by 
government,  yet  did  not  fully  define  it.  The  Gitxsan,  who  lay  claim  to  37, 
000  square  kilometres  between  Smithers  and  Terrace  in  northwest  B.C., 
will  seek  to  further  define  Aboriginal  title  at  the  new  trial,  to  be 
called  Yal,  after  the  Gitxsan  chief  of  Yal,  whose  English  name  is  Aubrey 
lackson . 

Delgamuukw  has  been  hailed  as  a victory  by  Natives  across  Canada  and  has 
served  as  the  underpinning  for  Aboriginal  rights  protests  from  Burnt 
Church,  N.B.,  to  B.C.  logging  blockades.  In  the  new  case,  Sebastian  said 
the  Gitxsan  hope  to  win  recognition  of  Aboriginal  title  as  a proprietary 
interest  in  land  which  takes  precedence  over  everything,  both  government 
and  private  title.  A victory  that  sweeping  would  impact  not  only  B.C. 
land  claims  but  all  of  Canada. 

The  highest  court  urged  the  Gitxsan  after  Delgamuukw  to  further  define 
Aboriginal  title  through  "reconciliation  or  retrial."  The  Gitxsan  agreed 
in  September  1998  to  reconciliation  talks  with  Victoria,  which  B.C. 


Aboriginal  affairs  spokesman  Peter  Smith  said  are  "ongoing." 

Smith  said  the  Gitxsan  must  sign  an  "abeyance  agreement"  on  the 
litigation  front  or  else  talks  will  be  broken  off,  but  Gitxsan  chief 
negotiator  Gary  Patsey  said  he  hopes  to  strike  up  a "twin-track" 
agreement  that  will  allow  talks  to  progress  until  the  Gitxsan  serve  actual 
notice  of  trial.  Sebastian  said  depending  on  pre-trial  agreements,  that 
could  be  as  early  as  May. 

"We  take  the  first  step  Friday  by  asking  the  B.C.  Supreme  Court  for  a 
new  trial  judge . " 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service. 

c Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal .Com 
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Tuesday  October  31  7:11  PM  ET 
Uranium  To  Be  Moved  From  Colo.  River 
By  MATT  KELLEY,  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - A huge  pile  of  uranium  processing  waste  leaking 
into  the  Colorado  River  in  Utah  would  be  moved  to  a safer  area  under 
a plan  signed  into  law  by  President  Clinton  (news  - web  sites). 

Local,  state  and  federal  officials  have  been  squabbling  for  years 
over  what  to  do  about  the  10.5  million  tons  of  radioactive  dirt,  the 
legacy  of  a closed  uranium  processing  plant  near  Moab,  Utah. 

The  waste  pile  is  only  750  feet  from  the  Colorado  River  and  is 
leaking  radioactivity  and  other  toxins  into  the  river,  killing  fish 
and  other  water  creatures.  The  river  serves  as  the  drinking  water 
source  for  parts  of  Utah,  Arizona,  Nevada  and  Southern  California, 
though  that  water  is  drawn  far  downstream,  where  the  concentration  of 
pollutants  is  much  lower. 

Cleaning  up  the  former  Atlas  Corp.  uranium  mill  waste  is  expected  to 
take  about  a decade,  said  Bill  Hedden  of  the  Grand  Canyon  Trust,  an 
expert  on  the  issue.  Officials  have  estimated  the  cost  at  about  $300 
million . 

"It's  a mess  that  took  about  45  years  to  be  created,  so  it's  going 
to  take  a little  while  to  clean  it  up,"  Hedden  said. 

The  plan  to  clean  up  the  waste,  contained  in  a military  authorization 
bill  Clinton  signed  Monday  night,  does  not  include  federal  money  for 
the  cleanup.  Congress  will  have  to  approve  that  later. 

But  there  is  a funding  mechanism  that  could  pay  at  least  part  of  the 
cost . 

The  measure  returns  84,000  acres  of  federal  land  in  Utah  to  the  Ute 
Indian  tribe.  In  return,  the  tribe  agrees  to  pay  the  Energy 
Department  about  8 percent  of  the  proceeds  from  oil  or  natural  gas 
development  to  help  pay  for  cleaning  up  the  uranium  waste.  The 
tribe's  contribution  is  estimated  to  be  about  $80  million  to  $100 
million . 

"It  serves  multiple  purposes.  The  environment  is  just  one  of  those. 

Safe  water  down  the  river  is  another,"  said  Ute  tribal  chairman  0. 

Roland  McCook.  "The  land  will  also  help  us  out  in  whatever  way  we 
deem  necessary.  We're  glad  to  be  a part  of  that." 

The  Ute  tribe,  whose  1.2  million-acre  reservation  is  the 
second-largest  in  the  United  States,  needs  the  jobs  that  drilling 
would  provide,  McCook  said. 

The  Atlas  uranium  mill  was  one  of  many  in  the  Four  Corners  area  of 


the  Southwest  that  processed  uranium  ore  from  mines  in  the  area.  Most 
of  the  uranium  handled  by  the  plant  during  its  operations  from  1956 
to  1984  went  into  nuclear  weapons. 

Denver-based  Atlas  posted  a $6.5  million  cleanup  bond  for  the  site 
but  went  bankrupt  before  it  could  be  forced  to  pay  any  more. 

The  new  law  gives  the  Energy  Department  a year  to  study  the  best  way 
to  move  the  waste  and  the  best  place  to  put  it.  Local  officials  have 
suggested  a site  on  a plateau  18  miles  away. 

On  the  Net: 

Energy  Department:  http://www.energy.gov 
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Tucson,  Arizona  Friday,  3 November  2000 

Indian  group  to  gather  at  'desecration'  site 

Will  seek  to  call  attention  to  disturbance  of  burial  grounds 

at  1-19  construction  zone 

By  Dim  Erickson 

ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

A Tucson-based  American  Indian  group  plans  to  gather  at  an  archaeological 
dig  along  1-19  tomorrow  to  draw  attention  to  what  it  calls  "the 
desecration  of  sacred  burial  grounds  and  a continuing  act  of  genocide." 

About  50  spiritual  leaders,  medicine  people  and  dancers  from  various 
tribes  are  expected  to  visit  the  Dulian  Wash  archaeological  site,  next  to 
the  planned  $60  million,  three-level  Interstate  19-Interstate  10 
interchange. 

"We  will  make  prayers  and  celebration  in  a sacred  and  humble  way,"  said 
event  organizer  Diana  Torrejon,  a Lakota  Sioux.  "It  is  not  a protest  or 
rally. " 

Torrejon  is  a founder  of  Eagle  Heart,  which  she  described  as  a Tucson- 
based  grass-roots  organization  that  teaches  American  Indian  children  to  be 
proud  of  their  heritage. 

She  said  she  objects  to  the  Dulian  Wash  dig  in  part  because  the 
archaeologists  are  "carting  priceless  artifacts  off  to  museums." 

"They  take  all  the  prizes  out,  and  then  say,  'We'll  give  you  the  bones 
of  your  ancestors  back  when  we're  done,'  " she  said.  "Well,  those  bones 
were  perfectly  fine  in  the  ground." 

The  $1  million  excavation  of  the  Dulian  Wash  site  is  being  done  in 
advance  of  the  interchange  upgrade,  which  will  begin  next  year.  Existing 
lanes  of  1-19  will  be  moved  several  hundred  feet  west,  onto  the  excavation 
site,  during  the  upgrade. 

The  Dulian  Wash  site  was  continuously  occupied  by  the  Hohokam  and  their 
predecessors  from  about  800  B.C.  to  A.D.  1150. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Tucson-based  Desert  Archaeology  and  the  Arizona 
Department  of  Transportation,  10.5  acres  of  the  site  will  be  set  aside  as 
an  archaeological  preserve. 

Linder  an  agreement  with  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation,  human  remains  and 
mortuary  objects  found  during  the  dig  will  be  returned  to  the  tribes. 

Other  artifacts  from  the  site  will  be  processed,  analyzed  and 
inventoried  at  Desert  Archaeology,  said  project  manager  Henry  Wallace. 

Then  they  will  be  curated  at  the  Arizona  State  Museum  in  Tucson. 

Last  week  a Tohono  O'odham  cultural  affairs  specialist  expressed  support 
for  the  Dulian  Wash  archaeological  preserve.  Doseph  Doaquin  called  the 
preserve  "a  little  victory  for  us." 

Wallace  said  Torrejon  "doesn't  seem  to  be  part  of  the  local  tribal 
scene"  and  is  apparently  unaware  that  Desert  Archaeology  has  formal 
agreements  with  the  Tohono  O'odham,  dating  to  1992,  pertaining  to  the 
Dulian  Wash  site. 


"Certainly  I don't  dispute  that  we've  uncovered  human  remains/'  Wallace 
said.  "But  I would  hope  she  would  see  that  what's  going  on  at  this  site  is 
actually  something  very  positive. 

"There  are  large  portions  of  this  village  - undoubtedly  containing 
burials  and  cemeteries  - that  are  being  set  aside  and  preserved/'  he  said. 

Torrejon  said  all  the  artifacts  recovered  from  the  Dulian  Wash  site 
should  be  returned  to  the  elders  of  the  various  nations  in  the  region.  She 
said  native  people  have  "aboriginal  title"  to  all  those  objects. 

"We  realize  that  the  interchange  will  be  upgraded/'  she  said.  "But  each 
and  every  thing  that  comes  out  of  that  ground  is  of  aboriginal  title,  and 
those  things  should  be  given  to  our  children." 

Contact  Dim  Erickson  at  573-4197  or  at  erickson@azstarnet . com 
Copyright  c.  Arizona  Daily  Star 
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Hopis  hopeful  on  eagle  plan 
By  Mark  Shaffer 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Oct.  31,  2000 

FLAGSTAFF  - Hopi  tribal  officials  said  Monday  that  they  aren't  ready 
to  celebrate  a preliminary  National  Park  Service  finding  that  affirms 
religious  leaders'  rights  to  gather  golden  eagle  hatchlings  from 
Wupatki  National  Monument. 

The  Park  Service  released  a draft  document  last  week  that  would  permit 
the  gathering  of  the  birds  for  ancient  rites  on  the  northeastern 
Arizona  reservation. 

"We're  very  guarded  about  this,"  said  Eugene  Kaye,  a Hopi  tribal 
spokesman.  "It  could  be  that  this  draft  document  was  released  just  to 
turn  public  opinion  against  us  and  then  all  of  that  would  be 
considered  before  the  final  document  is  prepared." 

But  Rick  Frost,  a spokesman  for  the  Park  Service  in  Denver,  said  the 
agency  believes  strongly  that  the  tribe's  religious  practices  should 
be  respected. 

Frost  also  said  he  did  not  expect  the  national  park  system  to  be 
opened  up  to  Native  American  hunting  because  of  its  decision  in  the 
Wupatki  case. 

"It's  going  to  be  written  to  be  very  specific  to  those  particular 
religious  traditions  at  that  particular  site,"  Frost  said. 

Hunting  and  trapping  is  banned  in  national  parks  and  monuments.  But 
Hopi  religious  leaders  contended  that  their  traditions  should  be 
respected.  They  also  said  that  they  had  been  allowed  by  federal 
authorities  to  hunt  for  the  eaglets  in  nearby  Kaibab  National  Forest. 

Park  Service  officials  prohibited  two  Hopi  priests  from  the  community 
of  Hotevilla  on  Third  Mesa  from  gathering  the  birds  in  May  1999.  The 
eaglets  were  to  have  been  smothered  at  the  end  of  Home  Dance 
ceremonies  at  the  village.  Hopi  traditionalists  believe  that  eagles 
act  as  messengers  to  their  deities  of  the  needs  of  tribal  members  and 
they  also  use  eagle  feathers  in  ceremonies. 

The  tribe  appealed  to  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  in  the  first 
case  of  Native  American  religious  rights  pitted  against  the  Park 
Service  mandate  to  protect  wildlife. 

Four  years  ago,  a federal  judge  in  Phoenix  upheld  the  right  of  Hopi 
religious  leaders  to  gather  eaglets  for  ceremonies  after  11  Hopis  were 
arrested  while  searching  for  the  birds  on  the  neighboring  Navajo 
Reservation . 

Reach  the  reporter  at  mark.shaffer@arizonarepublic.com  or  (602)444-8057. 
Indianz  at  http://www.egroups.com  - a group  for,  by,  and  about  Indianz 
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Tribal  police  seek  to  enforce  state  laws 

By  HAKE  HENSHAW 

Gannett  Sacramento  Bureau 

SACRAMENTO  --  With  more  non-Indians  visiting  Indian  reservations  to 
gamble  in  the  new  casinos,  some  tribes  want  their  police  to  enforce 
state  laws. 

In  general,  California  tribes  now  can  only  enforce  tribal  laws 
against  tribal  members,  though  tribal  officials  do  claim  authority  to 
detain  troublemakers  in  casinos  until  they  can  be  turned  over  to 
state  sworn  peace  officers. 

A coalition  of  several  dozen  gaming  and  nongaming  tribes  are  seeking 
legislation  that  would  allow  their  police  to  be  treated  as  peace 
officers  under  state  law  with  access  to  state  criminal  law 
enforcement  data. 

The  upshot  could  be  more  encounters  between  tribal  police  and 
non-Indians,  though  trial  representatives  stressed  that  their  only 
interest  is  to  improve  law  enforcement  on  reservations . 

"This  is  just  a way  of  putting  more  professionally  trained  cops  on 
the  street  to  enforce  the  California  statutes  - but  on  tribal  lands," 
Mark  Nichols,  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Cabazon  of  Mission 
Indians . 

But  the  proposal  has  made  the  state's  sheriffs  and  at  least  one  group 
critical  of  Indian  gambling  uneasy  because  of  the  unusual  way  tribes 
want  their  police  to  be  categorized  under  state  law  and  to  handle 
abuses  such  as  false  arrest  - all  in  an  effort  to  preserve  their 
sovereignty. 

"Each  gaming  facility  you  walk  into  is  going  to  have  different  rules 
and  regulations  and  that  scares  me,"  said  Nick  Warner,  a lobbyist  for 
the  California  State  Sheriff's  Association.  "It  is  like  being  in  a 
foreign  country." 

Cheryl  Ann  Schmit  of  Stand  Up  for  California,  an  anti-gambling  group 
that  has  been  critical  of  tribal  casinos,  said  Indians  shouldn't 
expect  to  get  the  same  powers  as  sworn  peace  officers  if  they  won't 
follow  the  same  rules. 

"If  they  are  going  to  do  this  (get  state  police  powers)  they  have  got 
to  do  it  like  any  other  police  force  and  be  accountable  and 
responsible  to  the  community,"  Schmit  said. 

Last  year  a bill  was  introduced  in  the  Legislature  addressing  this 
issue.  It  never  got  a hearing,  but  it  sparked  numerous  meetings 
involving  representatives  of  the  top  legislative  leaders,  the 
attorney  general  and  state  and  federal  law  enforcement  agencies. 

A major  meeting  on  this  issue  sponsored  by  federal,  state  and  tribal 
officials  is  scheduled  Nov.  27-29  in  Rancho  Mirage. 

Underlying  the  conflicting  policy  questions  are  practical  problems 
and  common  ground,  most  participants  on  all  sides  of  the  debate 
acknowledge. 

Under  federal  law,  California  is  responsible  to  enforce  criminal  law 
on  reservations.  That  creates  a practical  problem  for  existing  state 
law  enforcement  officers  who  say  they're  often  already  stretched  too 
thin . 

"We  either  need  to  put  more  cops  on  the  street  dedicated  to  tribal 
gaming  facilities  or  we  need  to  work  with  the  existing  resources  that 
the  tribes  have  and  come  up  with  a happy  medium,"  Warner  said. 


For  some  tribes,  there  are  additional  practical  issues  such  as 
pursuing  a suspect  off  the  reservation  or  just  traveling  from  one 
isolated  parcel  of  tribal  land  to  another  across  non-tribal  land. 

Nichols  said  some  law  enforcement  agencies  consider  tribal  police  on 
such  trips  to  be  impersonating  a police  officer. 

Then  there  is  the  safety  factor  that  all  law  enforcement  officers 
face  when  they  stop  a vehicle.  Tribal  police  would  like  to  be  able  to 
check  the  background  of  motorists  as  state  sworn  officers  can.  Right 
now,  Nichols  said,  they  can  check  criminal  records  through  the  FBI 
but  it  can  "literally  take  weeks. 

"What  we  are  trying  to  do  is  protect  our  officers,  get  access  to  the 
tools  so  they  can  do  the  job  effectively  and  to  go  from  point  A to 
point  B"  on  reservations,  he  said. 

In  the  interim,  police  have  worked  out  a variety  of  arrangements  that 
vary  based  on  their  specific  situation,  officials  said. 

Richard  Milanovich,  chairman  of  the  Agua  Caliente  Band  of  Cahuilla 
Indians  said  his  tribe  has  tribal  rangers  who  patrol  its  canyons  in 
the  Palm  Springs  area  and  a casino  security  force. 

"We  don't  necessarily  have  the  same  needs  as  Cabazon,"  because  its 
reservation  land  is  more  spread  out,  Milanovich  said,  though  he 
supports  the  legislation.  "We  work  quite  closely  with  the  city  of 
Palm  Springs  and  the  sheriff's  department." 

Some  tribes  in  the  state  like  the  Rumsey  and  lackson  gambling  tribes 
in  northern  California  pay  the  sheriff  enough  to  increase  patrols  in 
their  part  of  the  county,  though  lackson  also  has  its  own  tribal 
police  force  as  well,  said  lorgi  Boom,  public  relations  consultant 
for  the  tribes. 

Other  options  here  and  around  the  country  include  cross-deputization 
of  tribal  officers  by  local  police  or  sheriffs. 

The  Navajo  Tribe  of  North  Carolina  has  its  own  SWAT  team  and  some 
Florida  tribal  police  are  so  well  trained  and  integrated  into  local 
police  operations  that  they  are  sometimes  called  on  to  help  with 
traffic  accident  reconstructions,  said  Dave  Nicholas,  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs'  law  enforcement  commander  for  the  eastern  United 
States . 

Mark  Nichols  said  joint  ventures  or  contracts  with  local  sheriffs  for 
services  would  be  allowed  under  legislation  being  drafted,  but  he 
said  some  tribes  like  his  need  more. 

If  tribes  adopt  state  criminal  laws  as  tribal  ordinances  and  their 
police  meet  state  training  requirements  for  law  enforcement  officers, 
then  they  would  be  treated  as  state  peace  officers  under  the  proposed 
legislation.  They  also  would  have  access  to  state  criminal  records. 
Offenders  still  would  be  tried  in  state  courts. 

Nichols  said  there  would  be  appropriate  provisions  to  withdraw 
records'  access  for  tribal  police  who  abuse  it  and  an  undetermined 
amount  of  liability  insurance  to  protect  citizens  from  other  abuses 
such  false  arrest  if  federal  rules  don't  cover  violations. 

But  critics  aren't  enthused  about  distinctions  proposed.  For  example, 
tribal  police  could  be  trained  in  the  same  programs  as  other  police 
but  they  wouldn't  be  "certified"  by  the  training  agency.  They  also 
actually  wouldn't  be  state  sworn  officers,  only  treated  like  them. 

The  goal  is  protect  sovereignty,  Nichols  and  Milanovich  said,  but 
skeptics  aren't  sure  what  the  distinctions  mean  and  would  prefer 
traditional  arrangements . 

"The  question  is  will  tribes  be  willing  to  waive  their  sovereignty  in 
exchange  for  a police  force?"  asked  Schmit. 

Warner,  however,  stressed  that  the  politics  are  thick  in  this  debate 
because  of  what  he  said  are  the  millions  of  dollars  in  political 
contributions  that  tribes  have  made  to  lawmakers  who  will  consider 
their  bill  next  year. 

"Something  is  going  to  happen  in  the  near  future.  It's  just  a 
question  what  it  is  going  to  be,"  Warner  said. 

Copyright  c.  The  Sacramento  Bee 

"RE : US  Scientists  Accused  of  Conducting  Experiments"  


Date:  Wed,  3 Nov  2000  11:42:47  -0600 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="US  Experiments" 

US  SCIENTISTS  ACCUSED  OF  CONDUCTING  NAZI 
EXPERIMENTS  ON  AMAZONIAN  INDIANS 
SURVIVAL  26  September  2000 
HUNDREDS  KILLED 

Eminent  anthropologists,  together  with  the  geneticist  Dames  Neel, 
conducted  a secret  programme  of  experiments  on  Yanomami  Indians  for  the 
American  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  resulting  in  the  deaths  of  hundreds, 
claims  a new  book.  Survival,  the  international  organization  supporting 
tribal  peoples'  rights,  received  an  advance  copy  of  the  manuscript  this 
morning.  Today  Survival  stated  that  one  of  the  anthropologists  involved 
was  also  responsible  for  racist  theories  that  have  seriously  compromised 
Yanomami  safety  and  welfare  for  more  than  30  years. 

American  journalist  Patrick  Tierney  produces  evidence  in  his  book. 
Darkness  in  El  Dorado,  that  geneticist  Dames  Neel  and  anthropologist 
Napoleon  Chagnon  were  involved  in  experiments  for  the  American  Atomic 
Energy  Commission  which  greatly  exacerbated,  and  'probably  started',  a 
severe  measles  epidemic  that  killed  hundreds  of  Yanomami  in  the  late 
1960s. 

These  experiments  were  designed  to  provide  support  for  Neel's  belief  in 
eugenic  theories.  Tierney  reports  that  Neel  ordered  colleagues  not  to 
provide  medical  assistance  to  the  dying  Yanomami,  but  simply  observe  and 
record  the  epidemic.  If  these  allegations  are  true,  they  constitute  a 
crime  against  humanity  and  Survival  urges  the  Venezuelan  and  American 
authorities  to  launch  an  immediate  investigation.  The  book  will  be 
serialized  in  the  New  Yorker  from  the  2 October  and  published  in  November. 

During  this  research  Chagnon  was  producing  his  book,  'Yanomamo:  the 
fierce  people',  published  in  1968  and  still  a set  text  in  anthropology 
courses  worldwide.  The  work  focuses  on  supposed  Yanomami  fierceness  and 
propensity  for  warfare,  presenting  them  as  an  outstandingly  violent  and 
aggressive  people.  Tierney  in  fact  says  that  Chagnon  himself  repeatedly 
created  conflicts  among  the  tribe  in  which  people  were  both  maimed  and 
killed.  'People  should  know  that  you  are  a big  liar',  said  Yanomami 
spokesman  Cesar  Timanaxie  in  a letter  to  Chagnon. 

Several  anthropologists  have  long  condemned  Chagnon ' s view  as 
unsubstantiated  and  inaccurate.  Fiona  Watson  of  Survival  International, 
who  has  worked  with  the  Yanomami  for  over  10  years,  says  'they  are  no 
more  or  less  violent  than  any  other  society' . Survival  published  criticism 
of  Chagnon 's  theories  in  1990. 

Much  of  modern  anthropological  and  development  thinking  is  still 
influenced  by  these  racist  theories.  For  example,  the  British  government 
refused  a request  by  Survival  for  funding  for  a education  project  with 
the  Yanomami  in  1997,  stating  that  any  projects  with  the  tribe  should 
focus  on  'reducing  violence'.  Sir  Edmund  Leach,  the  leading  British 
anthropologist  of  the  1960s  and  1970s,  was  influenced  by  Chagnon  when  he 
refused  to  support  Survival's  campaign  for  Yanomami  land  rights,  claiming 
'the  Yanomamo  would  then  exterminate  one  another'.  He  has  been  proven 
wrong.  Survival  has  been  campaigning  in  support  of  the  Yanomami  since  its 
foundation  in  1969  and  was  instrumental  in  persuading  both  the  Venezuelan 
and  Brazilian  governments  to  recognize  their  land  rights  in  1991  and  1992 
respectively. 

The  Yanomami  are  the  largest  isolated  tribe  in  the  Americas.  They  number 
about  23,000  and  are  hunter  gatherers  and  agriculturalists  living  in 
communities  of  up  to  400  people.  The  Yanomami 's  history  has  in  fact  been 
(and  still  is)  one  of  extreme  violence  against  them.  They  still  suffer 
high  mortality  rates  from  diseases  introduced  by  gold  miners  who  invaded 
their  lands  in  the  late  1980s.  Many  have  also  been  killed  by  gold  miners 
- this  month  a tribunal  in  Brazil  rejected  an  appeal  by  five  Brazilian 
miners  against  their  conviction  of  genocide  for  massacring  a Yanomami 


village  in  1993. 

Stephen  Corry,  director  of  Survival,  says  'The  Yanomami  have  suffered 
horrendously  at  the  hands  of  miners  and  officials,  as  well  as  unscrupulous 
'scientists'.  It  is  time  to  ensure  that  they  are  properly  protected  and 
respected  by  recognizing  their  right  to  own  their  own  land,  a right  which 
Brazil  still  refuses  to  all  Indian  peoples.' 

Survival  is  a worldwide  organization  supporting  tribal  peoples.  It 
stands  for  their  right  to  decide  their  own  future  and  helps  them  protect 
their  lives,  lands  and  human  rights. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service. 

c Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal .Com 
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"RE : Human  Rights  Violation  on  Ipperwash"  
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filename=" Ipperwash" 

HUMAN  RIGHTS  VIOLATION  ON  IPPERWASH 

The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  should  be  given  the  power  to 
investigate  whether  the  lack  of  a public  inquiry  into  Dudley  George's 
death  violates  the  Human  Rights  Code,  NDP  Leader  Howard  Hampton  says. 

Earlier  this  month,  Hampton  asked  Commissioner  Keith  Norton  to  determine 
if  the  Conservative  government's  refusal  to  hold  an  inquiry  violated 
section  29  of  the  Code.  The  section  states  that  the  commission  can 
investigate  incidents  and  conditions  leading  to  tension  or  conflict  "and 
it  is  certainly  arguable  that  the  issue  you  describe  falls  into  such  a 
category,"  Norton  replied. 

However,  because  the  commission  has  no  power  to  compel  anyone  to  give 
evidence  or  produce  documents,  a section  29  inquiry  "would  not  likely 
produce  any  more  information"  than  is  currently  available. 

Hampton  called  on  the  Conservatives  to  give  the  commission  the  power  it 
needs  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  Dudley  George's  murder. 

"The  Conservatives  have  stonewalled  the  George  family  in  their  attempt 
to  learn  the  truth  about  the  premier's  involvement  in  the  shooting  at 
Ipperwash,"  Hampton  said. 

"Now,  it  appears  the  Human  Rights  Commissioner  is  also  being 
stonewalled . " 

Native  Affairs  Critic  Gilles  Bisson  reminded  the  premier  that  the  George 
family  would  immediately  drop  its  civil  suit  if  a public  inquiry  were  to 
be  called. 

Taxpayers  have  forked  out  $500,000  already  to  cover  the  Premier's  legal 
bills  on  the  lawsuit. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service 
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"RE;  New  Resources  to  Free  Peltier"  

Date:  Fri,  3 Nov  2000  18:29:50  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj:  New  resources  to  free  Peltier! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

HELP  FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! 

Dear  friends. 

We  have  two  new  organizing  tools  available  that  will  help  in  our  efforts 
to  gain  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier.  The  first  is  a video 
recording  of  the  Congressional  Briefing  held  earlier  in  the  year  and  the 
second  are  specialized  postcards  to  have  people  sign  and  send  into  the 
White  House  en  mass.  We  also  received  a shipment  of  brand  new  T-shirts. 


Here  are  more  details: 


Leonard  Peltier  Congressional  Briefing 

This  informative  video  was  recorded  in  May  of  2000  during  a 
Congressional  Briefing  sponsored  by  Congressman  Porter.  Featured  in  the 
video  is  testimony  from  Nobel  Peace  Prize  Laureate,  Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn; 
acclaimed  human  rights  activist  and  attorney,  Jennifer  Harbury;  Pine  Ridge 
reign  of  terror  survivor,  Debbie  White  Plume;  shoot-out  survivor,  Nilak 
Butler;  LPDC  spokesperson  and  survivor,  Jean  Day;  former  NPR  journalist, 
Kevin  McKiernan;  Amnesty  International  Advocacy  Director,  Carlos  Salinas; 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians  Executive  Officer,  Ernie  Stevens  Jr., 
and  Leonard  Peltier's  lawyer  since  trial  and  expert  in  FBI  activities  on 
the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  Bruce  Ellison.  You  can  use  this  tape 
to  organize  video  showings  to  help  raise  awareness  about  the  Peltier  case 
and  the  current  effort  to  free  him. 

HOW  TO  ORDER 

We  are  requesting  a donation  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  video  as  well  as 
shipping  and  handling.  To  receive  a copy,  please  send  a check  or  money 
order  of  $15.00  (includes  s&h  for  priority  mail)  to  LPDC,  PO  Box  583, 
Lawrence,  KS  66044. 

Postcards  to  the  White  House: 

Postcards  are  a very  effective,  easy,  and  cost  efficient  resource  to  use 
in  showing  our  support  for  Executive  Clemency.  We  have  produced  postcards 
that  are  pre-addressed  to  the  White  House.  They  feature  a photo  of  all  of 
the  people  listed  in  the  above  video  (the  photo  was  taken  at  a press 
conference  on  the  same  day),  as  well  as  author  Peter  Matthiessen  and  Rev. 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett  of  the  Methodist  Church,  standing  under  an  Amnesty 
International  Banner,  and  holding  a Free  Leonard  Peltier  sign. 

HOW  TO  ORDER: 

We  are  requesting  a donation  for  the  cost  of  shipping  and  handling,  and 
production  of  the  post  cards.  For  a bundle  of  100,  please  send  a check  or 
money  order  of  $15  (includes  s&h  priority  mail)to  the  LPDC,  PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS,  66044. 

SOME  TIPS 

When  having  friends,  family,  and  community  supporters  fill  out  the 
postcards,  they  do  not  need  to  write  a lot.  A simple,  "Dear  President 
Clinton,  I support  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier"  will  do  the 
trick.  Be  sure  each  person  includes  their  full  name  and  address  in  order 
for  it  to  be  valid.  You  can  either  send  them  in  bunches  to  the  White 
House,  or  put  a .20  stamp  on  each  one.  When  tabling,  you  might  want  to 
ask  people  to  contribute  .50  or  so  for  each  postcard  to  cover  your  cost 
and  postage. 

T -Shirts 

We  have  new  black  T-shirts  with  a red  and  white  design  featuring  a 
profile  of  Leonard  Peltier  behind  bars,  with  an  eagle  flying  out  of  the 
cell,  and  the  words  "Clemency  Now,  Leonard  Peltier  Justice  Campaign  2000" 
circling  the  design.  These  shirts  are  limited  editions  available  only 
until  the  clemency  effort  concludes.  Get  yours  now! 

HOW  TO  ORDER 

Send  a $20  donation  in  the  form  of  a check  or  money  order  to  LPDC,  PO 
Box  583,  Lawrence,  KS  66044.  This  amount  includes  priority  shipping  and 
handling. 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  Walk  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltier . org 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE : Peltier  Holiday  Gift  Drive"  

Date:  Sun,  5 Nov  2000  14:23:38  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Subj : PELTIER  HOLIDAY  GIFT  DRIVE 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

PELTIER  HOLIDAY  GIFT  DRIVE 

Indigenous  Political  Prisoner,  Leonard  Peltier,  has  organized  his  annual 
gift  drive  for  the  children  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Nation  in  South 
Dakota.  This  is  one  way  Leonard  continues  his  humanitarian  work  for  his 
people  despite  his  incarceration.  Help  Leonard  Peltier  reach  out  beyond 
the  bars  that  imprison  him.  You  can  send  gifts  such  as  new  toys  and 
practical,  new  winter  clothing  (gloves,  jeans,  thermal  underwear,  sweaters 
socks,  hats,  scarves,  jackets,  boots,  and  blankets  etc.)  to  the  addresses 
listed  below.  Your  gifts  will  be  distributed  to  the  people  of  Pine  Ridge 
in  Leonard's  name. 

Thanks  to  Peltier  supporters,  last  year's  gift  drive  was  very  successful 
Many  families  wrote  Leonard  to  both  thank  him  and  tell  him  how  the  gifts 
brightened  the  families'  holidays.  Some  supporters  collected  donations 
from  stores  who  were  willing  to  help  after  learning  that  Pine  Ridge 
continues  to  be  the  most  impoverished  community  in  the  entire  United 
States.  Some  organized  collections  by  asking  friends  and  co-workers  to 
sponsor  a child  by  contributing  a gift.  Others  simply  purchased  gifts  out 
of  pocket.  The  gift  drives  don't  only  help  the  families,  but  also  help 
Leonard  Peltier  keep  his  spirits  strong  through  the  difficult  holiday 
season . 

If  possible,  send  gifts  to  both  Geraldine  lanis  and  Roslyn  lumping  Bull, 
members  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Elders  Council.  This 
will  help  widen  the  distribution. 

THANK  YOU! 

- LPDC 

ROSLYN  3UMPING  BULL 
BOX  207 

OGLALA,  SD  57764 

GERALDINE  3ANIS 
PO  BOX  525 

PINE  RIDGE,  SD  57770 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  Walk  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE;  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  6 November  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj:  Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 


compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Date:  Thu,  2 Nov  2000  22:11:43  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : UPDATE:  Prisoners  Rights  at  Soledad 

>From  my  mailbag  this  week,  some  good  news.  To  all  readers  of  this 

column  who  took  the  time  to  write  or  call  the  warden  of  Soledad  we 

send  our  thanks! 

lanet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http://www.owlstar.com 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Dear  lanet, 

Flopefully  you  received  the  forward  from  Diane  of  the  good  news  at 
Soledad.  You  may  post  anything  you  have  received  from  me.  This  was  the 
process . 

I e-mailed  Mr  Smith  and  never  got  a reply.  Last  Sunday  night  I 
explained  the  problem  to  my  listeners  and  gave  them  the  names  and  phone 
numbers  of  the  warden  and  Mr.  Smith  (director  of  community  services), 
asking  my  listeners  to  call  and  or  write.  I stated  that  I had  a hard 
time  making  it  in  this  world  (even  being  outside  of  prison),  and  how 
much  access  to  my  medicines  keeps  me  going  and  how  much  harder  it  must 
be  locked  up  and  hurting.  I then  dedicated  some  healing  songs  by 
Primeaux  & Mike  to  the  warden  and  Mr.  Smith  with  the  prayers  that  their 
hearts  be  opened  to  the  needs  of  those  in  their  care.  I never  heard  from 
either  of  them  but,  the  very  next  day,  well,  you  know  what  happened.  As 
the  real  Fat  Philbert  said  in  POWWOW  HIGHWAY,  "Trust  in  the  Powers.", 
and  "We  must  keep  our  medicine  good."  You  have  my  permission  to  post 
whatever  you  like  but,  with  respect,  please  don't  mention  my  name.  We 
don't  do  these  things  for  recognition.  I never  did  get  in  contact  with 
any  of  the  brothers  at  Soledad.  The  letter  was  faxed  to  me  by  a woman  I 
never  did  meet.  I'll  send  her  a copy  of  this  message  and  let  you  take  it 
from  there. 

As  One, 

Original  Message 

Date:  Wednesday,  November  01,  2000  10:36  PM 
From:  Diane  C.  Goodwin  <ourtime@cwnet . com> 

Boy  did  you  hit  a "home  run" ! ! ! I have  heard  from  Paul  Thomas  (my 
fiance')  and  he  said  that  all  the  guys  down  at  Soledad  are  extremely 
happy.  They  heard  the  broadcast  last  Sunday  and  then  (I  think  it  was 
the  next  day)  Custody  Staff  called  Bobby  into  the  office  and  Soledad  has 
hired  a Spiritual  Leader  by  the  name  of  George  Martin,  a Sun  Dancer  and 
the  guys  will  be  allowed  to  sweat  this  weekend.  They  all  want  you  to 
know  how  much  they  appreciate  your  efforts.  Thanks  again  and  email  or 
call  me  anytime.  I will  keep  you  informed. 

Sincerely,  Diane 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 


communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 
incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 
and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Janet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640469,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Sun,  29  Oct  2000  23:11:43  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School  - September  9,  1887. 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA. 
FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9,  1887  NO.  5 


I have  lost  the  way  to  happiness  - 
0,  who  will  lead  me  back?" 

Turn  off  from  the  highway  of  selfishness 
To  the  right  - up  duty's  track! 

Keep  straight  along,  and  you  can't  go  wrong. 
For  as  sure  as  you  live,  I say. 

The  fair,  lost  fields  of  happiness 
Can  only  be  found  that  way. 

- [Selected . 


A DANCE  BY  INDIAN  WOMEN. 

"What!  Do  the  women  dance?"  asked  an  interested  listener  as  Miss 
Burgess  and  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  were  talking  again. 

"Certainly  they  do!"  replied  Miss  Burgess  a little  annoyed  at  being 
interrupted  while  telling  a story,  and  if  you  will  have  patience  I will 
tell  you  of  a dance  Miss  Irvine  and  I came  upon,  on  our  rounds  after 
pupils  in  the  Dakota  Indian  camps." 

"Do  tell  us,"  shouted  one  or  two  others  who  by  this  time  had  gathered 
on  the  bandstand. 

And  so  Miss  B.  continued: 


"As  we  were  nearing  the  end  of  a long,  hard  days'  work,  riding  up  and 
down  hill,  over  stretches  of  plain  and  through  ravines,  stopping  at 
every  house  where  children  of  school  age  lived  which  the  Indian  guide 
pointed  out;  somewhat  tired  and  a little  discourgaged  because  a few  of 
the  fathers  and  mothers  with  whom  we  had  been  talking  did  not  take  the 
interest  we  thought  they  should,  when  such  splendid  school  advantages 
for  their  children  were  being  freely  offered  by  the  Government;  and  as 
we  drove  along,  silently  meditating  upon  this  and  that,  our  thoughts  at 
times  far  from  the  scenes  around  us.  Miss  Irving  quite  startled  the 
crowd  by  exclaiming,  "There  are  a company  of  girls!"  at  the  same  time 
pointing  off  to  the  right. 

Girls!  Sure  enough!  Dust  what  we  wanted  for  school!  They  were  gaily 
dressed  and  seated  in  the  shade  of  a roof  made  by  pine  brush  thrown 
carelessly  over  some  cross  pieces  erected  for  the  purpose. 

We  drove  near  to  the  place  and  then  discovered  that  they  were  not 
girls  but  women  some  of  whom  were  very  old. 

Being  strangers  to  them,  they  seemed  at  first  a little  shy,  but  when  I 
called  out  in  their  tongue!  "How!  Grandmother,  How!  Sisters,"  we  were 
friends  at  once,  and  they  laughed  and  made  quite  a fuss  with  us. 

From  the  nature  of  the  gathering  and  seeing  the  huge  pot  of  meat  and 
wild  turnip  cooking,  knowing  from  previous  experience  that  the  tub, 
tightly  covered  with  a sort  of  skin,  was  used  for  a dance  drum,  it  was 
easy  to  determine  what  the  company  had  met  for. 

It  was  an  Indian  woman's  tea-party.  When  white  women  have  a tea-party 
they  put  on  their  best  clothes.  So  had  these  Indian  women;  but  their 
clothing  consisted  of  gay  skirts,  and  blankets,  beaded  moccasins,  and 
all  sorts  of  ornamental  dangles  around  their  necks  and  tied  on  the  hair. 

White  women  put  on  paint  and  powder,  when  they  go  to  a tea-party  so  do 
the  Indian  women;  they  paint  the  part  of  the  hair  and  faces  with  bright 
colors,  red,  yellow  and  green. 

White  women  wear  rings  in  their  ears  and  on  their  fingers,  so  do 
Indian  women. 

Millions  and  millions  of  poor  little  birds  are  killed  every  year  to 
supply  white  women  with  feathers  for  their  hats  to  wear  to  tea-parties, 
but  the  Indian  women  have  not  come  to  that  yet,  and  we  hope  they  never 
will . 

These  Indian  women  all  had  nice  good  kind  faces,  and  they  looked 
happy. 

They  had  met  for  a good  time  and  were  having  it. 

We  asked  them  to  dance,  "How  much  will  you  pay  us?"  was  the  quick 
response. 

We  told  them  we  were  poor,  but  we  would  give  fifty  cents,  which  seemd 
to  satisfy  the  party;  and  soon  the  drum  began  to  the  tune  of  thud,  thud, 
thud  and  the  four  women  who  sat  beating  it,  with  heavy  sticks  on  which 
were  tied  balls  of  buckskin,  screeched  out  the  queerest  noises  you  ever 
heard . 

They  called  it  singing,  but  it  was  anything  in  the  world  but  vocal 
music . 

Soon,  nearly  all  of  the  women,  about 


Continued  on  Fourth  Page. 
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The  Indian  Helper. 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY,  AT  THE  INDIAN 
INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA.  BY  THE 
INDIAN  PRINTER  BOYS. 


Price:  - 10  cents  a year. 

(Five  cents  extra  for  every  change  of  address 
after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


[page  2 missing] 
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No  Indian! 

No  chewing! 

No  Smoking! 

The  M.O.T.B.S.  report. 

Boys!  Let  us  have  clean  reports. 

No  Indian!  Girls!  Don't  let  the  boys  beat! 

* 

My!  Hard  to  keep  shoes  black  on  these  walks. 

* 

Supplies  for  the  year  are  coming  in  and  being  stored. 

* 

Wagons  for  the  Philadelphia  parade,  start  tomorrow  morning. 

* 

Dr.  Given  is  in  Washington,  attending  the  great  Medical  Convention. 
* 

Mr.  Iordan  will  be  glad  when  all  the  steam  pipes  are  fixed  for  winter. 
* 

Bennie  kicks  the  press  to  the  tune  of  See-saw  and  it  seems  quite 
appropriate. 

* 

Band  instruments  returned  and  Mr.  Norman  says  they  are  in  good  shape. 
* 

One  of  our  fair  ones  does  not  want  electric  light  for  "it  tans  so, 
don ' t you  know. " 

* 

Mrs.  Laura  and  baby  Richard  paid  a little  visit  at  Mr.  Abner  Miller's 
in  Middlesex. 

* 

When  is  the  Debating  Club  to  start,  and  the  Literary  Society,  and  the 
Onward  and  Upward  Club? 

* 

Mrs.  Dennings,  sister  of  Mrs.  Pratt,  stopped  over  for  a day  on  her  way 
west  from  New  York. 

* 

The  foundation  of  the  Littls  Boys'  Quarters  is  about  finished  and  the 
first  tier  of  joists  nearly  on. 

* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Row  of  Bucks  county,  with  whom  Dimmy  McClosky  lived  for  a 
while,  visited  our  school  this  week. 

* 

Part  of  the  singing  class  serenaded  Misses  Mather  and  Perit,  Wednesday 
evening.  Levi's  rich  bass  voice  helped  out  wonderfully. 

* 

Miss  Cutter's  school  has  been  turned  round.  Last  year's  afternoon 
work  boys  now  go  to  school  in  the  afternoon  and  work  in  the  morning. 

* 

The  treadle  of  our  main  HELPER  press  is  broken,  and  the  old  Clipper 
press  has  entirely  given  out,  hence,  extra  night  work  was  necessary  this 
week  to  bring  the  paper  on  on  time. 

* 

Miss  Marion  Pratt  and  Miss  Longley  have  painted  two  hands,  represent 
as  shaking  - one  the  hand  of  an  Indian  and  the  other  of  a white  man. 

The  board  is  to  be  used  in  connection  with  our  part  of  the  Philadelphia 
exhibition.  Mr.  Norman  is  doing  all  the  lettering  of  signs  for  the  same 
occasion . 

* 


Bad  colds  are  around. 

Study  hour  has  begun. 

That  flute  Rounds  nicely. 

Be  kind  to  dumb  animals! 

Miss  Leverett  is  now  a teacher  with  us. 

Wish  some  boy  would  make  a good  kite. 

* 

Mrs.  Seabrook  of  Topeka  Kansas,  went  the  rounds  of  our  school  on 
Monday. 

* 

When  an  Indian  boy  calls  his  boy-friend,  "cousin"  that  shows  he  likes 
him. 

* 

Some  of  the  girls  would  like  to  know  if  Mr.  Gould  is  the 
Man-on-the-band- stand. 

* 

Do  your  hard  studying  outside  of  school.  STUDY,  don't  hold  your  book 
in  hand  and  allow  your  mind  to  run  away. 

* 

Levi  St.  Cyr,  (new  Winnebago)  has  joined  the  Printer's  ranks  and 
begins  work  with  the  spirit  of  a major.  He  already  knows  the  boxes  and 
can  work  press  quite  well. 

* 

Miss  Dawson  and  Miss  Corbett  promptly  renewed  their  subscription  when 
their  time  was  out.  They  say  they  can't  do  without  the  little  paper. 

* 

About  80  pupils  will  come  in  from  farms  next  Tuesday.  We  are  glad 
that  more  are  going  to  stay  out  and  go  to  county  school.  That  is  best. 
* 

Mr.  Mason  Pratt  came  home  for  a few  days  rest.  He  returned  yesterday 
to  his  place  as  draughtsman  in  the  Phoenixville  Bridge  Works,  this 
state. 

* 

Howard  Logan  nearly  fed  his  arm  to  the  large  press  on  Monday  instead 
of  a paper.  No  bones  were  broken,  but  some  of  us  were  pretty  badly 
scared . 

* 

Chas.  Wheelock,  Levi  Levering,  William  Crazy  Bull,  loel  Tyndall,  Lydia 
Harrington,  lulia  Given  and  Mattie  Khuno,  came  back  from  farms  this 
week. 

* 

The  cooking  class  consisting  of  several  new  Apache  girls,  made  some 
good  cakes  this  week.  We  know  they  were  good,  for  Mrs.  Lutkins  sent 
some  to  the  printer  boys,  and  we  thank  her  for  the  treat. 

* 

loel  Tyndall  walked  into  the  printing  office  when  he  returned  from  his 
country  home,  and  asked  in  a business  like  way  to  have  his  INDIAN  HELPER 
retained.  We  are  glad  to  see  the  Indian  boys  take  on  business  ways. 

* 

1.  B.  Given,  rather  than  lose  his  standing  in  the  high  school,  did  not 
go  to  Washington  with  his  father,  when  he  had  the  chance  and  wanted  so 
much  to  go.  It  was  a big  temptation,  and  many  a boy  would  have  said,  "I 
don't  care  for  my  marks  at  school.  I'm  going  to  have  a good  time,"  but 
it  is  plain  that  1.  B.  G.  is  planning  farther  ahead  than  a good  time 
now. 
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Continued  from  First  Page. 


twenty,  joined  in  the  song,  and  one  or  two  jumped  up  and  down  in  little 
short  jerks,  about  as  our  girls  do  when  jumping  rope. 

This  they  called  dancing. 

An  Indian  woman  can  jump  up  and  down  to  the  tune  of  a drum  more  than  a 
hundred  times  and  not  get  tired. 

While  they  were  thus  dancing,  one  of  them  worked  herself,  by  jumping. 


close  to  where  Miss  Irvine  sat  on  a log,  and  taking  her  by  the  arm, 
motioned  for  her  to  help  dance,  but  Miss  Irvine  didn't  care  to  join  in. 
The  whole  party  enjoyed  the  joke,  however,  and  broke  the  singing  with  a 
hearty  laugh. 

It  is  the  custom  of  these  women  to  go  around  from  house  to  house  and 
dance  before  the  doors,  which  means  that  they  expect  to  be  invited  to 
eat,  or  to  be  rewarded  in  some  other  way. 

If  they  dance  before  the  Agent's  house  he  must  give  them  a box  of  hard 
bread,  or  something  out  of  the  commissary  if  he  wants  to  keep  good 
friends  with  the  mothers  and  grandmothers  of  the  tribe. 

Or,  if  they  dance  before  the  store,  they  expect  the  storekeeper  to 
give  them  something. 

Late  that  evening,  as  we  sat  before  the  door  of  the  little  school 
house  on  the  floor  of  which  we  slept,  we  heard  the  drum  beating. 

Those  women  must  have  danced  before  many  houses  that  afternoon." 

* 

"Take  a cigar?"  said  a passenger  one  evening  to  a brakeman. 

"Thank  you,"  said  the  brakeman,  "I  never  smoke." 

Take  a chew,  "then!" 

"I  don't  chew." 

"Well,  then,  take  a drink?" 

"Never  drink,"  was  the  reply. 

"What,  never  smoke  nor  chew  nor  drink,"  replied  the  man,  quite 
astonished,  'What  do  you  do?" 

"I  frequently  pray,"  replied  the  brakeman. 

"Well-1-1,"  said  the  stranger,  "this  is  the  queerest  railroad  I ever 
saw."  -[Exchange. 

* 

Dr.  White,  senior  professor  of  physical  sciences  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  issued  an  order  forbidding  students  the  use  of  tobacco 
in  any  form.  He  says  that  observation  has  convinced  him  that  tobacco  is 
injurious  to  the  health  of  students,  interferes  with  their  habits  of 
study,  and  does  them  no  good. 

* 

Talking  without  thinking  is  like  shooting  without  aiming. 

Some  things  we  are  Learning  at  Carlisle  besides  Regular  study  and  Work. 

How  to  earn  money. 

To  be  strictly  truthful. 

To  economize  in  all  our  affairs. 

To  be  polite  in  our  manners. 

To  avoid  tobacco  and  strong  drinks. 

Careful  and  correct  business  habits. 

How  to  get  most  for  our  money. 

How  to  do  things  well. 

Habits  of  cleanliness  and  good  order. 

To  avoid  profane  and  indecent  language. 

To  speak  English  fearlessly. 


Things  our  Girls  Wear.  Hidden  in  the  Following  Sentences. 

1.  Did  you  hurt  your  rib?  Bones  are  easily  broken. 

2.  Dames  Newcomb's  dog  was  mad. 

3.  I have  not  been  so  daring  since  I fell  through  the  ice. 

4.  What  do  the  Indians  call  a cellar? 

5.  I got  a cough  at  sea. 

6.  Did  you  ever  see  Bob  race?  Let's  go  see  him. 

7.  An  isthmus  is  a neck.  La!  Celia,  don't  you  know. 

* 

ANSWERS  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  HIDDEN  THINGS:  -Feathers,  Paint.  Blanket. 

* 

There  are  three  classes  of  people  in  this  world.  The  first  learn  from 
their  own  experience  - these  are  the  wise;  the  second  learn  from  the 
experience  of  others  - these  are  the  happy;  the  third  neither  learn  from 
their  own  experience  nor  the  experience  of  others  - these  are  the  fools. 
- Ex. 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. ) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajoe  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  6 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


At  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  is  published  monthly  an  eight-page 
quarto  of  standard  size,  called  THE  MORNING  STAR,  the  mechanical  part  of 
which  is  done  entirely  by  Indian  boys.  This  paper  is  valuable  as  a 
summary  of  information  on  Indian  matters,  and  contains  writings  by 
Indian  pupils  and  local  incidents  of  the  school.  Terms:  Fifty  cents  a 
year,  in  advance. 

Sample  copies  sent  free. 

Address,  MORNING  STAR,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

For  1,  2 and  3 subscribers  for  THE  STAR  we  give  the  same  premiums 
offered  in  Standing  Offer  for  the  HELPER. 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 

"RE : Rustywire:  Cathy  Daughter  of  Ruth"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Oct  2000  00:28:59  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Subj : Cathy,  daughter  of  Ruth 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

It  was  about  this  time  of  year,  way  out  on  the  high  country,  up 
against  a mountain  near  some  white  rocks.  There  was  a small  house  not 
too  far  from  a spring  and  a young  indian  girl  was  playing  near  there. 

Her  hair  was  long,  she  was  about  13  or  so  and  she  was  not  as  fast  as 
the  other  girls,  but  she  got  around.  She  was  Ruth's  daughter. 

Long  ago  when  Ruth  was  small  she  help  dig  for  water  where  that  spring 
was.  It  was  in  the  1920's,  she  was  small  then  being  around  her  grand 
parents  when  the  whole  area  became  dry  and  there  was  not  water  to  be 
found.  The  river  was  so  low  it  was  just  damp  ground  and  no  water  could 
be  seen  running  in  it.  People  were  searching  for  water  and  many  found 
that  spring  to  be  there  for  them  to  haul  water  from. 

One  day  it  went  dry  and  no  water  came  from  it.  The  indian  people 
searched  around  for  water  and  found  very  little  and  had  to  haul  it  a 
long  ways  by  horse,  a bucket  at  a time.  Ruth  remembered  this  time  and 
she  went  to  the  Spring  everyday  and  dug  for  water.  It  was  dry.  After  a 
long  while  the  water  came  back  to  her  family's  place.  It  was  from  here 
that  the  Indian  people  got  there  water. 

She  never  left  that  place  and  stayed  there  all  her  life,  and  it  was 
here  that  her  daughter  was  born  and  she  named  her  Cathy. 

It  was  a place  up  near  the  mountains  and  the  kids  had  to  catch  a bus  to 
school  many  miles  away.  Cathy  would  stand  near  the  road  and  catch  the 
bus,  her  dark  hair  cut  shoulder  length  and  she  wore  plaid  dresses.  It 
was  a long  ride  to  school  and  they  had  to  go  many  miles  over  a place 


called  Dry  Mountain. 

One  day  she  got  on  the  bus  with  the  other  kids  and  they  travelled  on  to 
school.  The  roads  were  narrow  and  some  people  drove  pretty  fast  on 
those  two  lane  roads.  One  truck  drove  fast  that  day  and  coming  over  the 
mountain  saw  the  bus  and  could  not  stop.  The  truck  hit  the  bus  and  all 
the  indian  kids  inside.  They  were  on  their  way  to  school.  Some  got  hurt 
and  others  walked  away. 

Cathy  was  taken  far  away  from  home  and  had  a hard  time  coming  back  home 
from  then  on.  She  spent  a lot  of  time  at  the  hospital  and  came  home 
finally.  Her  mother  had  to  build  a ramp  for  her  to  come  inside  as  she 
could  no  longer  walk.  She  fell  behind  in  school  and  after  a while  quit 
going  because  it  was  so  hard  for  her. 

In  time  she  just  stayed  home  and  would  wheel  herself  to  the  trading 
post  and  post  office  and  sit  there  for  hours  talking  to  anyone  who  came 
in.  It  was  during  this  time  that  I met  her. 

She  was  sitting  in  front  of  the  trading  post  when  I drove  up,  she  was 
watching  me  as  got  out  of  the  car  and  went  to  the  door.  I was  going  to 
get  a pop  or  something,  but  could  see  her  looking  at  me  wondering  who  I 

was.  As  I walked  passed  her  she  said,  I know  what  kind  of  Indian  you 

are. 

I looked  at  her,  and  could  see  a sparkle  in  her  dark  eyes,  her  legs 
were  narrow  toothpicks  it  seemed  like  but  her  smile  was  a good  one.  I 

said,  what  kind  of  Indian  do  you  think  I am.  She  looked  at  me  with 

clear  eyes  and  said,  "A  hungry  one". 

From  time  to  time  I would  see  her  wheeling  up  and  down  the  road,  from 
her  house  to  the  store,  I met  her  mother  whose  hair  was  all  gray  now. 

She  asked  me  once  to  come  to  the  house  and  re-light  her  water  heater, 

it  had  gone  out.  It  was  sometime  in  November,  maybe  15  years  ago  or  so. 
Cathy  was  there  and  followed  me  to  the  back  room  and  read  the 

directions  from  the  water  heater  cover  and  told  me  how  to  do  it,  so  I 

wouldn't  blow  them  up. 

It  has  been  a long  while  since  I have  seen  her,  she  doesn't  sit  by 
the  store  anymore  and  I wondered  what  happened  to  her.  The  other  day 
someone  told  me  her  mother  Ruth  just  got  out  of  the  hospital,  she  is 
near  90  now  and  needs  help  to  get  around. 

I read  the  newspaper  from  where  they  live  near  their  reservation,  the 
Roosevelt  Standard  and  saw  this: 

"Hi,  My  name  is  Cathy  Cuch,  I stay  at  the  Stewart's  Cedar  Crest  Care 
Center,  187  West  Lagoon  Street  (45-13),  Roosevelt,  Utah  84066.  I would 
like  to  have  someone  write  to  me.  I miss  my  friends  and  some  have 
forgotten  where  I live  now.  Please  send  me  a card  or  letter..." 

I would  appreciate  it  if  you  could  drop  her  a card  and  send  this  around 
if  you  could.  She  is  a nice  girl  and  I think  would  like  to  hear  from 
some  of  you.  Send  out  the  word  to  get  a few  letters  from  here  and 
there. . . . 

thank  you rustywire 

rustywire 

www. geocities .com/ rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  Survival"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Nov  2000  09:51:47  -0600 

From:  "lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Subj : For  Veterans  Day 

Survival 


Yesterday,  a birthday. 
And  I'm  wondering. 
About,  here  and  now. 


They  went. 

To  war,  and  came  home. 
And  found  it  here  too. 


So,  I dance. 

For  them,  family  warriors, 

I dance  for  them,  here. 

How  is  it. 

That  so  many  are  gone. 

While  I am  here? 

They  say. 

Our  average  survival  is  48  years. 

How  can  that  be? 

I am  now,  older  than  that. 

And  I am,  here. 

Because  of  them. . 

So,  I dance. 

For  those,  who  are  gone. 

While  I am,  here. 

I dance  for  them. 

Grandfathers,  Uncles,  Cousins,  My  dad, 

I dance  for  them,  now. 

For  those,  who  cannot  dance, 

I dance  for  them. 

Remembering. 

Dohn  Berry,  November,  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  31  Oct  2000  05:14:30  -0800 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea . org> 

Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  12-18 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

12 

The  reef  fish  dart  in  and  out  of  shadows  like  restless 
dancers . 

13 

In  the  sunlit  ocean,  you  can  barely  see  the  translucent 
beauty  of  the  Portuguese  man  of  war. 

14 

Children  can  see  a world  which  we  have  forgotten. 

15 

In  this  land,  it  is  always  spring. 

16 

The  path  of  self-knowledge  is  different  for  every  person. 

17 

If  I can  hear  the  ocean's  song  and  feel  the  wind's  caress, 
then  I am  at  peace. 

18 

All  things  return  to  the  ocean  at  last. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Sun,  5 November  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy.org) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 

Date:  Sat,  4 Nov  2000  11:29:45  -0600 

From:  "Pewewardy,  Cornel  D"  <oyate@ukans.edu> 

Subj:  New  Year's  Powwow 

Fley  Evans  and  those  living  around  Albuquerque, 

lust  wanted  to  give  you  a heads  up  that  I plan  on  being  in  the 
Albuquerque  area  around  New  Years.  Our  southern  drum  is  host  at  the  annual 
New  Year's  Sobriety  Powwow  on  December  30th  & 31st  at  the  Menual  High  School 
Gym  (301  Menual  Blvd.)  in  Albuquerque. 

My  old  hites  (Comanche  for  "friend")  asked  me  to  return  to  my  old 
stomping  grounds  for  a brief  reunion.  Many  of  our  singers  are  from  New 
Mexico,  so  it  will  definately  be  a reunion  in  the  Duke  City. 

Perhaps  we  can  get  together  for  a visit  during  this  time  if  you  are 
around.  Are  you  going  to  be  in  Albuquerque  so  we  can  go  get  some  "red  or 
green"  chili?  Yeah! 

Cornel 


Date:  9/21/00  2:00:11  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Subj:  1st  Annual  Bernie  Whitebear  Awards  Dinner 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

[from  1H.  Thanks ! ] 

--  1st  ANNUAL  BERNIE  WHITEBEAR  AWARDS  DINNER  -- 
Hosted  by  United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation. 
November  9,  2000  =//=  6:00PM  - 9:00  PM 

'Daybreak  Star  Center'  - Discovery  Park,  Seattle  WA 
Information : 

United  Indians  of  All  Tribes  Foundation 
Phone:  (206)  285-4425 
Fax:  (206)  282-3640 
Email:  info@unitedindians.com 


Date:  10/20/00  8:03:19  PM  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
From:  whitebead@home.com 
Subj:  HONORING  VETERANS  POWWOW 
To:  shngsprt@aol.com 

Hi  all. 

On  Saturday  November  11th  (Veterans  Day)  there  will  be  an  Honoring 
Veterans  Powwow  at  the  VA  Medical  Center,  in  Providence,  RI.  This  is 
the  7th  annual. 

There  will  be  vendors,  drumming,  story  telling,  food  and  dancing.  It 
will  take  place  in  the  Main  hospital  in  the  5th  floor  auditorium,  if 
you  need  more  information  please  call  401-828-1848  or  e mail 
whitebead@home . com . 

Whitebead 


British  Columbia  POW  WOW  and  Festival  Calendar 
November 

11th  - Litton  B.C;  Annual  Rememberance  Day  Pow  Wow 
Arts  & Crafts  - 
(604)  455-2523 


Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  15:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com> 
Subj:  new  pow  wow  listing 


o'  si  yo  gary 


please  add  this  to  your  pow  wow  listing. 


Native  Solutions  presents  3rd  Annaul  Intertribal  Powwow  April  27-29,  2001 
times-  Fri  9-2,  students  day. 

Fri  5-10,  dancing  & storytelling. 

Sat  10-10,  grand  entry  11:00. 

Sun, 10-5,  grand  entry  12:00. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Al...  exit  185  off  1-20 
Native  American  Flonor  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
Admission  $5  - adults 

FREE  - seniors  55  and  up  & children  under  10 
Flost  Drum  - Grey  Wolf  Singers,  Choctaw,  Philadelphia,  Ms 
Headman  - Don  Redbear 
Headlady  - Donna  Dulaney 
MC  - Gary  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Buck  Tucker 
Special  Flute  Performance  by  Larry  Campbell 
Learn  about  early  iron  forging  from  Dohn  Williams 

See  a primitive  encampment  with  period  items  such  as  clothing,  tools  & 
weapons  presented  by  Grey  Squirrel  Lodge. 

See  demonstrations  on  beadwork  and  dreamcatchers . 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcome 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed,  Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 
For  more  information  call  Tony  at  256-835-0110  or 

email  sundancer0@hotmail.com  or  call  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  256-820-6315. 
Vendors  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis 

or  emial  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com  or  lamehawk@yahoo.com. 

Thank  you  for  including  this  on  your  listing, 
ravenspiritwalker 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
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American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

NOVEMBER  2000 

9- 11  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow.  Tribal  Gym,  Owyhee,  NV.  Info:  (775) 
757-2085. 

10- 12  First  Annual  Houston  Inner  City  Powwow.  Sesquicentennial 
Park,  Houston,  TX.  info:  (936)  441-4572  or  (281)  452-3614 

10-12  4th  annual  Educational  Pow  Wow,  American  Indian  Association 
of  Millington,  Millington,  Tenn.  Info:  (901-876-3900 
10-12  47th  Annual  Chicago  Am  Indian  Center  Powwow.  UIC  Pavillion, 
Chicago,  IL.  Info:  (773)  275-5871. 

10-12  Choctaw  Veterans  Powwow,  pearl  River  Community  on  the 
Choctaw  Reservation,  Philadelphia,  MS 

10-12  3rd  Annual  Harley  Paiute's  Presents  the  2000  year  Festival 
of  Native  American  Arts.  1269  CR  309  in  Georgetown,  Florida.  (Near 
Crescent  City,  Florida)  Info:  (904)  467-7050  or  (904)  328-9988 

10- 12  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Pavillion,  White 
Swan,  WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121. 

11- 12  Veterans  Day  Powwow.  Clearfiled  Middle  School,  Clearfield, 
PA.  Info:  Paul  Snyder  (814)  834-6452 

11-12  Choctaw  Powwow.  Philadelphia,  MS. 

11  8th  Annual  Veteans  Day  Powwow.  Kidd  Springs  Recreation  Center, 
Dallas,  TX.  Info:  (214)333-3908. 

11-12  Texas  Championship  Powwow.  Traders  Village,  Houston,  TX. 


Info:  (281)  890-5500 

18  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,  MA. 

Info:  (617)  884-4227. 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  Jerry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0462  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
Jackson . Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition  Powwow.  Bartle 
Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  Info:  (816)  333-7500. 

24-26  34th  Annual  LIHA  Powwow.  Hidden  Oaks  Camground,  Robet,  LA. 
Info:  (504)  464-6893. 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253) -596-1139 . 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-Jan  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-Jan  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
JANUARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 
Gym,  Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 

23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy. (58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 
@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 
oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 


http: //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217j s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring.com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/n at i venation sin c/ind ex. html 
3UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


OKIT  pow-wow  events 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call 
to  confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

Is  your  pow-wow  not  listed  here?  Call  the  us  right  away  918-438-6548 
to  get  in  the  next  issue!  You  can  also  fax  us  at  918-438-6545.  You 
can  also  email  us  at  editor@okit.com 

To  get  more  than  just  the  who,  what,  where  and  when  listed  call  our 
advertising  department  today  at  1-918-438-6548.  Affordable  rate  to 
fit  just  about  any  budget. 

November 

8-13  Indian  Hand  Games  &#8211j  Crow  Tribe  Visits  Carnegie,  OK.  Call  Martha 
Perez  580-654-2300. 

10- 11  Veteran's  Pow-wow  7th  Annual  Daniel  Dru  Native  American 
Traditional  Organization  (NATO)  at  the  Miami  Civic  Center  Miami,  OK. 

For  more  info:  Glenna  Dru  918-542-7206  or  Lee  Stark  918-674-2487. 

Everyone  Invited  to  Dance  and  Have  Fun! 

11  Carnegie  Victory  Club  Celebration  in  Carnegie  at  Kiowa  Tribal 
Grounds.  Call  580-654-2052. 

11- 12  National  Veterans  Pow-wow  in  Shreveport,  LA. 

17-19  Annual  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  The  American  Indian  Center  of 
South  Carolina  in  the  Damil  Shrine  Temple  off  the  1-26  St.  Andrews 
Road  West  exit.  Hours  are  Fri.  4pm  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  6),  Sat. 

10am  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  1&6)  and  Sunday  from  1pm  - 6pm  (Grand 
Entry  at  1).  MC:  Scott  Richards,  Host  Drum:  Running  Elk,  Lakota 
Nation,  Iron  Mountain  Dancers  (Iroquois  Smoke,  Fish,  War  dances, 

Catawba  Eagle  Dance).  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Traditional 
Dancers,  Hoop  Dancer:  Katrina  Big  Mountain.  Princess:  Theresa 
Mendoza.  18  Vendors  (Native  only,  FIACL  enforced),  @$100.00  per 
10x20  by  Sept  5th  --  after  Sept  5th,  $150.00.  Dancer's  lottery  for 
cash  and  prizes.  FMI:  803.790.8214  or  email 
4relations@angelfire . com . 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Prairie  Winds  First  Nations  Pow-wow  at  the  Historic 
Bartle  Hall  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  $30,000  in  Prize  Money.  For  more 
information  contact  Shirley  Hoskins  816-333-7500  or  fax  at 
816-333-7880,  or  call  Beverly  Fabela  at  816-936-4869. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
e-mail : powwows@andersons-web . com 

write  us  at: 

Anderson ' s 

11372  Timber  Lane 

Brooksville,  Florida  34601 

Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


November  9 - 11,  2000:  Owyhee  Veterans  Powwow,  Tribal  Gym,  Duck  Valley 
Reservation,  Owyhee,  NV.  For  information  call  775-757-2085 

November  9 - 11,  2000:  Philadelphia,  MS.  Flonoring  our  Veterans  Pow  Wow  at 
Pearl  River  Community  Indian  Reservation.  For  info  call  601-650-1510. 

November  10  - 12,  2000:  Share  the  Spirit  Pow  Wow  Wilmington,  NC. 

For  informationcall  910-763-0998  or  e-mail:  azteca55@bellsouth.net 

November  10  - 12,  2000:  47th  Annual  Chicago  American  Indian  Center  Powwow 
at  the  UIC  Pavillion,  Chicago,  Illinois.  For  information  call  773-275-5871 

November  10  - 12,  2000:  35th  Yakama  Nation  Veterans  Day  Powwow  in  the 
Pavillion  at  White  Swan,  WA.  For  information  call  509-865-5121. 

November  11,  2000:  Veterans  Day  Powwow  at  Clearfield  Middle  School  in 
Clearfield,  PA.  For  information  call  814-834-6452.  DO  NOT  CALL  THE  SCHOOL. 

November  11,  2000:  Veterans  Day  Pow  Wow  at  Belcort,  ND.  For  information 
call  701-477-5605. 

November  11,  2000:  Veterans  Day  Pow  Wow  at  Fort  Totten,  ND.  For  information 
call  701-766-4221. 

November  11,  2000:  The  Pee  Dee  Indian  Nation  of  Beaver  Creek  celebrates 
Native  American  Heritage  Month  by  presenting  the  Neeses  Native  American 
Cultural  Festival  & Powwow.  40  miles  from  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

For  further  information  call  Rochelle  803-536-1124 

November  11  - 12,  2000:  Bayou  City  Indian  Alliance  Texas  Championship  PowWow 
Arts  & Craft  Show.  Traders  Village  Houston,  Texas.  These  dates  are 
confirmed.  They  were  changed  in  hopes  that  it  will  be  a little  cooler  in 
November.  For  information  call  972-647-2331. 

November  17  - 19,  2000:  5th  Noname  Intertribal  (Traditional)  at  the  Harnil 
Shrine  Temple.  In  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

For  information  call  803-790-8214. 

Note:  A traditional  Intertribal  as  put  on  here  is  a non-contest  Pow  Wow! 

It  is  a social  and  family  oriented  event  that  gives  away  some  money  and 
prizes,  but  has  no  contests.  I thank  Terence  Lilly  Little  Water  for  the 
e-mail  correcting  the  dates  and  adding  the  information  on  the  Traditional 
Intertribal.  You  can  link  to  the  American  Indian  Center  of  S.C.  who  is 
putting  this  on  right  here:  http://llfly.to/AmericanIndianCenter 
You  can  also  e-mail  them  at  4relations@aol.com 

November  17  - 19,  2000:  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma.  Indian  Territory  Festival 
at  the  Community  Center.  Host  is  the  Indian  Territory  Arts  & Humanities 
Council  Inc.  For  information  call  918-259-1772. 

November  17  - 18,  2000:  Wild  Game  Festival  NC  Indian  Cultural  center 
Pembroke,  NC.  For  information  call  910-521-2433. 

November  17  - 19,  2000:  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow  Georgia 
National  Fairgrounds  in  Perry  Georgia. 

For  information  call  912-787-5180  evenings  or  fax  912-787-0642. 

We  have  information  this  Gathering  has  been  CANCELED! 

November  18,  2000:  Native  American  Heritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,MA 
For  information  call  617-884-4227. 

November  24  - 25,  2000:  Thanksgiving  Celebration  at  the  Gila  River  Indian 
Community  Center  in  Sacaton  Ariazona.  For  information  call  602-963-3891. 

November  24  - 26,  2000:  Chicora-Waccamaw  Indian  Pow  Wow  Loris,  SC.  For 
Information  call  803-248-6790  or  803-379-8219. 

November  25,  2000:  Catawba  Indian  Heritage  Day  on  the  Catawba  Reservation, 
Rock  Hill,  SC.  No  contact  number  given  for  this  one. 

December  8 - 10,  2000:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  and  Pow  Wow  at  the  Army 
National  Guard  Armory  in  Newport,  TN.  For  more  information  e-mail: 
joshhayesl@hotmail.com  or  vgc@ornl.gov  or  call  423-475-7483. 

February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 
Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 


For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Hoy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 
North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 


Date:  Wed,  01  Nov  2000  19:31:21  CST 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Late  Fall  & Winter  Events 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  FESTIVALS  & OTHER  EVENTS  OF  INTEREST 
( November/December,  2000) 

ABBREVIATIONS:  HM  - Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host 
Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern  Drum,  HV  - Head  Veteran,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor 
Guard,  HS  - Head  Singer,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand 
Entry,  GS  - Gourd  Dance  Society. 


Nov.  11:  Veterans'  Day  Celebration,  on  the  Cherokee  Ceremonial  Grounds, 
Cherokee,  NC.  Info:  (800)  438-1601. 

Nov.  11:  Orangeburg  County  Native  American  Cultural  Festival,  321  Savannah 
Hwy.,  Neeses,  SC.  Info:  Rochelle  Link  (803)  536-1124. 

Nov.  11-12:  MaChis  Lower  Creek  Pow  Wow,  at  the  American  Legion  Park,  Elba, 
AL.  This  event  will  be  held  indoors.  Info:  (334)  894-6578. 

Nov.  11-12:  Share  the  Spirit  Pow  Wow,  at  Poplar  Grove  Plantation,  Route  17, 
Wilmington,  NC.  Info:  Mario  (910)  763-0998. 

Nov.  12:  Native  American  Community  Harvest  & Thanksgiving  Potluck  Feast,  at 
Liberty  Farm  in  Taylorsville,  KY.  There  will  be  drums,  a trade  blanket, 
storytellers,  and  a few  select  traders.  This  event  is  free,  and  camping  will 
be  available  from  Nov.  11th  through  the  13th.  This  is  an  informal  gathering, 
not  a pow  wow.  Info  & directions:  Grandmother  Dudy  Weddle  (502)  477-5023. 

Nov.  15-19:  3rd  Annual  Toomsboro  Pow  Wow,  on  Route  112,  Toomsboro,  GA  (40 
miles  east  of  Macon).  There  will  be  Creek  Stomp  Dancing,  intertribal 
dancing,  storytelling,  flute  playing,  an  auction,  raffles,  a living  history 
village,  and  blanket  trading.  Info:  Derry  Lang  (229)  377-8621. 

Nov.  17-19:  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  in  Perry,  GA.  Info:  Derry  Laney  (912)  787-5180  (evenings). 

Nov.  17-19:  NoName  Intertribal  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival,  at  Damil  Shrine 
Temple,  located  off  1-26  at  St.  Andrews  Road-West  Exit,  Columbia,  SC. 
Sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Center  of  South  Carolina.  MC:  Scott 
Richards;  HD:  Iron  Mountain.  Info:  Dudy  Rabon  (803)  790-8214. 

Nov.  17-19:  1st.  Annual  Buffalo  River  Pow  Wow,  Linden,  TN.  HD:  Brothers  of 
the  Pine;  MC:  Lou  White  Eagle;  HM:  Grady  Dones;  HL:  Sheila  Dones;  HV:  Doug 
"Red"  Kirby;  AD:  Dave  Myers.  Linden  is  located  off  1-40,  between  Dackson, 

TN,  and  Dickson,  TN.  Info:  Ray  or  Sharon  Benge,  Spotted  Horse  Trading  Co., 

PO  Box  277,  Linden,  TN  37096-0277  or  (931)  589-5876. 

Nov.  24-26:  Annual  Chicora-Waccamaw  American  Indian  Arts  Festival,  at  the 
Horry  County  Fairgrounds,  Loris,  SC.  MC:  Dohn  Blackfeather;  HD:  Eastern 
Bull;  HM:  Douglas  Logan;  HL:  Phillis  Campbell;  ST:  Ramona  Moore.  Info:  The 
Chicora-Waccamaw  Tribal  Office  (843)  248-6790  or  (843)  397-8219. 


Nov.  25:  Catawba  Nation  Cultural  Preservation  Project  Yep  Ya  Iswa  Festival, 
in  Rock  Hill,  SC.  Come  celebrate  the  Day  of  the  Catawba,  from  10:00am  until 
4:00pm.  Info:  The  Catawba  Indian  Nation,  1536  Tom  Steven  Road,  Rock  Hill,  SC 
29730  or  (803)  328-2427. 

Nov.  23-24:  Thanksgiving  Day  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Poarch  Creek  Tribal  Grounds, 
5811  lack  Springs  Road,  near  Atmore,  AL.  Hours:  9:00am  - 5:00pm  each  day. 
Info:  Poarch  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 

Dec.  8-10:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Army  National  Guard 
Armory,  Newport,  TN.  There  will  be  over  30  Craft  & Dance  workshops,  along 
with  Intertribal  Dancing.  HD:  Gunslingers.  There  will  be  camping  onsite  or 
sleeping  indoors.  There  is  only  room  for  3 indoor  craft  vendors.  Info:  Tim 
Deane  (865)  932-0908. 

Dec.  10:  Countdown  to  Clemency/Walk  for  Truth  & Reconciliation,  from  Union 
Square  in  New  York  City  to  Dag  Hammarskjold  Plaza  at  the  United  Nations. 

This  is  an  emergency  effort  to  bring  about  the  release  of  Leonard  Peltier, 
America's  best-known  political  POW  of  the  US  Government's  20th  Century 
Indian  Wars.  The  event  will  take  place  on  Human  Rights  Day,  and  is  planned 
to  be  a positive  & unified  message  of  support  for  Peltier's  freedom,  and  an 
attempt  to  shed  the  light  of  truth  & reconciliation  on  all  Indigenous 
Peoples.  This  will  be  a peaceful  event.  No  weopons,  alcohol  or  drugs  are 
permitted.  Supporters  will  gather  at  12:00  noon  at  Union  Square  and  march  to 
the  U.N.,  where  a candlelight  vigil  and  a program  of  speakers,  cultural 
activities,  and  traditional  music  will  be  presented  from  2pm-4pm.  The  walk 
will  be  led  by  members  of  Leonard's  family  and  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Nation. 
For  more  information,  call  the  New  York  City  Hotline:  (212)  539-6027;  or  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee:  (785)  842-5774.  You  can  also  call  the 
White  House  Comments  Line  to  demand  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier:  (202) 
456-1111. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  06  Nov  2000  12:48:57  -0600 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl .edu> 

Subj : NAC  Topics  + Honoring  our  Vets  + more 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Nov  6-10 

2)  Honoring  Our  Veterans 

3)  The  First  People  of  Capistrano 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  Laura  Satterfield 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Nov  6-10 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 11/6:  Government  to  Government  Relationships: 

President  Clinton  will  sign  a revised  executive  order  intended  to 
strengthen  the  government-to-government  relationship  between  U.S.  federal 
agencies  and  tribes.  The  White  House  says  the  new  order  will  build  upon 
prior  directive,  but  tribes  remain  skeptical.  Tribal  leaders  say 
consultation  is  often  promised  but  rarely  practiced.  How  well  is  the  tribal 
consultation  process  working?  Guests  include  Kevin  Gover,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Interior  - Bureau  Indian  Affairs. 

TUE  - 11/7:  Tribal  Radio  Personalities: 


At  tribal  radio  stations,  there  are  many  different  on-air  personalities. 
There  are  DD's,  talk-show  hosts,  news  people  and  others.  Many  stations 
within  the  AIROS  network  feature  very  unique  cultural  programs.  We'll  visit 
with  some  of  our  network  stations  and  get  a glimpse  of  their  local 
programs.  What  is  the  role  of  radio  personalities  at  tribal  stations?  And 
what  purpose  do  these  local  stations  serve?  Guests  include  the  hosts  from 
"Three  Chicks  and  a Mic"  from  affiliate  KGHR  in  Tuba  City,  Arizona. 

WED  - 11/8:  Native  Farm  Aid: 

Native  American  farmers  and  ranchers  are  suing  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  alleging  that  they  are  being  discriminated  against.  Hundreds 
of  Native  farmers  say  that  they  are  overlooked  when  it  comes  to  getting 
badly  needed  subsidies,  market  protections  and  better  lease  agreements.  Can 
Native  farming  and  ranching  survive  in  the  new  millennium?  Invited  guests 
include  Tex  Hall  of  the  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  of  North  Dakota  and 
Attorney  Alex  Dires. 

THU  - 11/9:  International  Boxing  - Native  America  vs.  Finland: 

Native  boxers  are  taking  on  the  International  Boxing  Team  of  Finland  at  the 
Soaring  Eagle  Casino  and  Resort  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  MI.  The  10-card  bout  will 
feature  some  of  the  best  Native  boxers  and  potential  2004  Olympic  hopefuls. 
The  event  is  a project  of  the  Native  American  Sports  Council  (NASC),  which 
is  a member  of  the  Olympic  Organizing  Committee.  The  Council  is  working  to 
get  the  Native  American  Boxing  Championships  recognized  by  USA  Boxing.  Can 
our  boxing  events  become  an  official  national  amateur  event?  Guests  include 
Maurice  Smith,  acting  executive  director  of  NASC. 

FRI  - 11/10:  The  Great  American  Smokeout: 

Millions  of  Americans  will  quit  smoking  on  November  16,  the  American  Cancer 
Society's  24th  annual  "Great  American  Smokeout."  Smokers  are  encouraged  to 
quit  for  one  day-  the  third  Thursday  of  every  November  - with  the  hope  that 
they'll  quit  forever  someday.  What  kinds  of  smoking  cessation  programs  work 
best?  Can  pledging  to  quit  smoking  for  just  one  day  help  you  kick  the  habit 
for  good?  loin  us  to  talk  about  why  we,  as  Native  people  with  some  of  the 
highest  smoking  rates  in  the  United  States,  should  commit  to  quit  and  set  a 
good  example  for  the  children  and  youth  in  our  lives  and  communities. 

2)  Honoring  Our  Veterans 

This  week  Different  Drums  will  honor  Indian  veterans  down  through  the 
generations,  with  a particular  focus  on  world  war  two  and  Vietnam. 

To  listen  to  the  program  ...  just  go  to  http://airos.org/audio.html  and 
click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS  Programming  Online" 

(All  times  are  ET) 

Tuesday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Wednesday:  4am 

Veterans  Day  Nov  11th  - Saturday:  5pm 
Sunday:  6am,  5pm 
Monday:  6am 

or  Listen  to  Different  Drums  on  KNBA  with  Windows  Media 
Tuesdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  5pm-6pm  AK  Time 
Visit  the  Different  Drums  website,  at 

http://www.differentdrums.com/thisweek.html  for  links  to  more  information. 

3)  The  First  People  of  Capistrano 

Acjachamem  Nation:  The  First  People  of  San  luan  Capistrano  - Most  people 
know  it  as  the  place  where  the  swallows  return  every  year,  but  to  one 
Native  family,  it's  home.  It  was  their  village  when  the  Spanish  came, 
their  ancestors  built  and  survived  the  mission,  and  their 
great-great-grandchildren  are  still  living  in  the  town  of  San  luan 
Capistrano  today. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 


Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

for  more  information  on  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project  go  to 
www. flic kerf eat her .org 

4)  Earthsongs  featuring  Laura  Satterfield 

This  week  on  Earthsongs,  guest  producer  Shyanne  Beatty  interviews  singer 
Laura  Satterfield.  She's  best-known  for  her  work  with  her  mother  Pricilla 
Coolidge  and  aunt  Rita  Coolidge  in  the  vocal  trio  Walela.  You've  also  heard 
her  on  Robbie  Robertson's  "The  Lights."  Her  new  solo  release  "Dirty  Velvet 
Lie"  is  a steamy  latte  of  original  lyrics  and  intimate  vocals  brewed  with 
trick  R&B  grooves.  In  the  interview,  Laura  shares  with  us  some  insights 
into  her  upbringing  and  how  she  was  unaware  of  the  novelty  of  having 
superstars  (like  Bob  Dylan)  around  her  childhood  home. 

For  more  information  go  to  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA.ORG  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 
or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KPFA.ORG  in  RealAudio 
Thursdays:  7pm-8pm  PT 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  in  QuickTime  or  RealMediaon  W03B.ORG 
Saturdays:  noon-lpm  MT 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. . .contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http://www.pbs.org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program  at 
http : //www. nativetelecom . org 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Ray  Looking  Glass,  Gary  Smith,  less  Hansen,  Lona,  3ohn  D Berry,  Tusweca, 
Martha  Ture,  3anet  Smith,  KOLA  Headquarters,  Chris  Milda,  Vikki  M.  Howard, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Debbie  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis, 
lohnnie  Rustywire,  Eric  Martin 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Wed  Nov  15  20:54:03  2000 

Date:  15  Nov  2000  02:08:24  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.047 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Cherokee  hunting  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Wishram  snowy  mountains  in  morning  moon 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Triballaw  & 

LPDC  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //hometown . aol . com / rayann6/ steviethompson . html 
From  http : //www . nrdc . org/water/ conservation/nblmesa .asp 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy.org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"It  was  our  belief  that  the  love  of  possessions  is  a weakness  to 
overcome.  Its  appeal  is  to  the  material  part,  and  if  allowed  to  find 
its  way  it  will  in  time  disturb  one's  spiritual  balance.  Therefore, 
children  must  early  learn  the  beauty  of  generosity.  They  are  taught  to 
give  what  they  prize  most,  that  they  may  taste  the  happiness  of  giving. 

"If  a child  is  inclined  to  be  grasping  or  to  cling  to  any  of  his  or 
her  little  possessions,  legends  are  related  about  the  contempt  and 
disgrace  falling  upon  the  ungenerous  and  mean  person.  . . 

"The  Indians  in  their  simplicity  literally  give  away  all  that  they 
have  --  to  relatives,  to  guests  of  other  tribes  and  clans,  but  above 
all  to  the  poor  and  the  aged,  from  whom  they  can  hope  for  no  return." 

Charles  Alexander  Eastman  (Ohiyesa),  Santee 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  - + 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching. 

DO  NOT  let  these  vermin  slip  out  the  courthouse  door.  KEEP  the  light 
of  public  indignation  on  them. 

The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  Janice  Barker. 

Her  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Goverment  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 

St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 

Date:  Wed,  8 Nov  2000  19:05:27  EST 
From:  Rayann6@aol.com 
Subj : Stevie  Thompson 

I received  a call  today  from  Elizabeth  Langer  of  the  Ramsey  County 


Victims  Avocate  office.  She  called  to  let  me  know  that  Joseph 
Steinhauser ' s court  date  had  been  changed  once  again.  It  will  be 
November  28th  at  9:am  on  Tuesday. 

For  Jacob  Thompson's  court  date  is  Monday,  November  20th  at  9: am  on 
Monday.  She  said  the  change  in  date  was  because  the  County  Attorney 
handling  the  case  had  surgery  and  hasn't  fully  recovered  yet.  At  there 
Pre  Trail  hearing,  the  County  Attorney  will  tell  the  court  and  defendants 
what  charges  they  plan  to  trial  them  on.  ( intentional  or  unintentional 
murder  or  manslaughter)  Ms  Langer  thinks  the  more  people  supporting 
Stevie's  family  in  the  courtroom,  the  harsher  the  charge  the  County 
Attorney  will  push  for.  All  the  court  date  changes  have  been  very  hard 
on  Stevie's  family.  His  father  has  been  staying  with  Stevie's  brother 
Jack  since  September.  Stevie's  brother  Arnold  has  made  and  canceled 
reservation  three  times  to  fly  to  Minnesota  from  L.  A.  Hopefully  this 
will  be  the  last  delay  for  them  to  receive  justice  from  the  courts. 

The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/steviethompson . html 

PLEASE  SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORT  FOR  STEVIE  THOMPSON'S  FAMILY  BY  COMING  TO  THE 
ST. PAUL  COURTHOUSE  AT  15  W.  KELLOGG  BLVD. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  13TH  AT  9:00  AM  FOR  STEINHAUSER 
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  20TH  AT  9:00  AM  FOR  THOMPSON 


THANKSGIVING:  A National  Day  of  Mourning 

Date:  Wed,  01  Nov  2000  10:19:34  EST  From:  JBDial911@aol.com 
http : //www. russellmeans . com/ russell . html 

Americans  are  taught  that  Massasoit  and  the  Wampanoag  people  welcomed  the 
pilgrims  and  taught  them  the  necessary  survival  skills.  Americans  are  also 
taught  that  the  pilgrims  invited  their  Indian  friends  to  attend  the  first 
Thanksgiving  to  celebrate  their  survival  through  their  first  harvest. 

This  is,  in  fact,  a lie.  Most  Americans  don't  realize  the  truth  of  what 
their  celebration  is  about  because  the  truth  was  buried  for  over  375  years. 
By  1970  the  Wampanoag  people  had  turned  up  a copy  of  the  Thanksgiving 
Proclamation  made  by  the  first  governor  of  the  colony. 

The  first  Thanksgiving  did  not  occur  in  1621  when  the  pilgrim  survivors 
of  the  first  winter  sat  down  to  dinner  with  their  Indian  friends. 

The  first  official  day  of  thanksgiving  and  feasting  in  Massachusetts  was 
proclaimed  by  Gov.  Winthrop  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1637.  He  did 
this  to  give  thanks  for  the  safe  return  of  men  from  the  colony  who  had  gone 
to  what  is  now  Mystic,  Connecticut  to  participate  in  the  massacre  of  over 
700  Pequot  men,  women  and  children.  He  also  encouraged  other  colonies  to 
do  likewise. 


Date:  Fri,  10  Nov  2000  07:06:54  -0800 
From:  Link  Shadley  clink. shadley@state. or . us> 

To:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

Brother, 

Please  note  that  the  Veterans  Administration  has  announced  that  Type  2 
Diabetes  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  "service  connected  diseases" 
resulting  from  exposure  to  Agent  Orange,  and  anyone  serving  "in  country 
or  adjacent  waters"  is  considered  to  have  been  exposed. 

Because  of  the  large  number  of  Native  people  who  seem  predisposed  to 
diabetese  and  the  number  of  Native  veterans,  this  seems  like  special  news 
and  a welcome  move  on  the  part  of  the  Veterans  Administration.  See: 
http : //www. va .gov/pres s re 1/aodiab. htm 


I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 


(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http: //members .tripod . com/~dikani /pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

--  email  to  gars@speakeasy.org 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande.net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf .lonestar.org 
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"RE : Thanksgiving  History 

Date:  6 Nov  1996  19:16:16  GMT 
From:  dmcclain@runet.edu  (Dennis  McClain-Furmanski) 

Subj : Thanksgiving  History 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Here's  my  annual  repost  of  this  piece. 

TEACHING  ABOUT  THANKSGIVING 
Dr.  Frank  B.  Brouillet 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
State  of  Washington 
Cheryl  Chow 

Assistant  Superintendent 
Division  of  Instructional  Programs  and  Services 
Warren  H.  Burton 
Director 

Office  for  Multicultural  and  Equity  Education 
Dr.  Willard  E.  Bill 
Supervisor  of  Indian  Education 
Originally  written  and  developed  by 
Cathy  Ross,  Mary  Robertson,  Chuck  Larsen,  and  Roger  Fernandes 
Indian  Education,  Highline  School  District 
With  an  introduction  by: 

Chuck  Larsen 
Tacoma  School  District 
Printed:  September,  1986 
Reprinted:  May,  1987 
AN  INTRODUCTION  FOR  TEACHERS 

This  is  a particularly  difficult  introduction  to  write.  I have  been  a 
public  schools  teacher  for  twelve  years,  and  I am  also  a historian  and 
have  written  several  books  on  American  and  Native  American  history.  I also 
just  happen  to  be  Quebeque  French,  Metis,  Ojibwa,  and  Iroquois.  Because  my 
Indian  ancestors  were  on  both  sides  of  the  struggle  between  the  Puritans 
and  the  New  England  Indians  and  I am  well  versed  in  my  cultural  heritage 
and  history  both  as  an  Anishnabeg  (Algokin)  and  Hodenosione  (Iroquois),  it 
was  felt  that  I could  bring  a unique  insight  to  the  project. 

For  an  Indian,  who  is  also  a school  teacher.  Thanksgiving  was  never  an 
easy  holiday  for  me  to  deal  with  in  class.  I sometimes  have  felt  like  I 
learned  too  much  about  "the  Pilgrims  and  the  Indians."  Every  year  I have 
been  faced  with  the  professional  and  moral  dilemma  of  just  how  to  be 
honest  and  informative  with  my  children  at  Thanksgiving  without  passing  on 
historical  distortions,  and  racial  and  cultural  stereotypes. 

The  problem  is  that  part  of  what  you  and  I learned  in  our  own  childhood 
about  the  "Pilgrims"  and  "Squanto"  and  the  "First  Thanksgiving"  is  a 
mixture  of  both  history  and  myth.  But  the  THEME  of  Thanksgiving  has  truth 
and  integrity  far  above  and  beyond  what  we  and  our  forbearers  have  made 
of  it.  Thanksgiving  is  a bigger  concept  than  just  the  story  of  the 
founding  of  the  Plymouth  Plantation. 

So  what  do  we  teach  to  our  children?  We  usually  pass  on  unquestioned 
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what  we  all  received  in  our  own  childhood  classrooms.  I have  come  to  know 
both  the  truths  and  the  myths  about  our  "First  Thanksgiving/'  and  I feel 
we  need  to  try  to  reach  beyond  the  myths  to  some  degree  of  historic  truth. 
This  text  is  an  attempt  to  do  this. 

At  this  point  you  are  probably  asking,  "What  is  the  big  deal  about 
Thanksgiving  and  the  Pilgrims?"  "What  does  this  guy  mean  by  a mixture  of 
truths  and  myth?"  That  is  just  what  this  introduction  is  all  about.  I 
propose  that  there  may  be  a good  deal  that  many  of  us  do  not  know  about 
our  Thanksgiving  holiday  and  also  about  the  "First  Thanksgiving"  story.  I 
also  propose  that  what  most  of  us  have  learned  about  the  Pilgrims  and  the 
Indians  who  were  at  the  first  Thanksgiving  at  Plymouth  Plantation  is  only 
part  of  the  truth.  When  you  build  a lesson  on  only  half  of  the  information, 
then  you  are  not  teaching  the  whole  truth.  That  is  why  I used  the  word 
myth.  So  where  do  you  start  to  find  out  more  about  the  holiday  and  our 
modern  stories  about  how  it  began? 

A good  place  to  start  is  with  a very  important  book,  "The  Invasion  of 
America,"  by  Francis  Dennings.  It  is  a very  authoritative  text  on  the 
settlement  of  New  England  and  the  evolution  of  Indian/White  relations  in 
the  New  England  colonies.  I also  recommend  looking  up  any  good  text  on 
British  history.  Check  out  the  British  Civil  War  of  1621-1642,  Oliver 
Cromwell,  and  the  Puritan  uprising  of  1653  which  ended  parliamentary 
government  in  England  until  1660.  The  history  of  the  Puritan  experience  in 
New  England  really  should  not  be  separated  from  the  history  of  the  Puritan 
experience  in  England.  You  should  also  realize  that  the  "Pilgrims"  were  a 
sub  sect,  or  splinter  group,  of  the  Puritan  movement.  They  came  to  America 
to  achieve  on  this  continent  what  their  Puritan  brethren  continued  to 
strive  for  in  England;  and  when  the  Puritans  were  forced  from  England, 
they  came  to  New  England  and  soon  absorbed  the  original  "Pilgrims." 

As  the  editor,  I have  read  all  the  texts  listed  in  our  bibliography,  and 
many  more,  in  preparing  this  material  for  you.  I want  you  to  read  some  of 
these  books.  So  let  me  use  my  editorial  license  to  deliberately  provoke 
you  a little.  When  comparing  the  events  stirred  on  by  the  Puritans  in 
England  with  accounts  of  Puritan/Pilgrim  activities  in  New  England  in  the 
same  era,  several  provocative  things  suggest  themselves: 

1.  The  Puritans  were  not  just  simple  religious  conservatives  persecuted 
by  the  King  and  the  Church  of  England  for  their  unorthodox  beliefs.  They 
were  political  revolutionaries  who  not  only  intended  to  overthrow  the 
government  of  England,  but  who  actually  did  so  in  1649. 

2.  The  Puritan  "Pilgrims"  who  came  to  New  England  were  not  simply 
refugees  who  decided  to  "put  their  fate  in  God's  hands"  in  the  "empty 
wilderness"  of  North  America,  as  a generation  of  Flollywood  movies  taught 
us.  In  any  culture  at  any  time,  settlers  on  a frontier  are  most  often 
outcasts  and  fugitives  who,  in  some  way  or  other,  do  not  fit  into  the 
mainstream  of  their  society.  This  is  not  to  imply  that  people  who  settle 
on  frontiers  have  no  redeeming  qualities  such  as  bravery,  etc.,  but  that 
the  images  of  nobility  that  we  associate  with  the  Puritans  are  at  least  in 
part  the  good  "P.R."  efforts  of  later  writers  who  have  romanticized  them. 
(1)  It  is  also  very  plausible  that  this  unnaturally  noble  image  of  the 
Puritans  is  all  wrapped  up  with  the  mythology  of  "Noble  Civilization"  vs. 
"Savagery. "(2)  At  any  rate,  mainstream  Englishmen  considered  the  Pilgrims 
to  be  deliberate  religious  dropouts  who  intended  to  found  a new  nation 
completely  independent  from  non-Puritan  England.  In  1643  the 
Puritan/Pilgrims  declared  themselves  an  independent  confederacy,  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  years  before  the  American  Revolution.  They 
believed  in  the  imminent  occurrence  of  Armageddon  in  Europe  and  hoped  to 
establish  here  in  the  new  world  the  "Kingdom  of  God"  foretold  in  the  book 
of  Revelation.  They  diverged  from  their  Puritan  brethren  who  remained  in 
England  only  in  that  they  held  little  real  hope  of  ever  being  able  to 
successfully  overthrow  the  King  and  Parliament  and,  thereby,  impose  their 
"Rule  of  Saints"  (strict  Puritan  orthodoxy)  on  the  rest  of  the  British 
people.  So  they  came  to  America  not  just  in  one  ship  (the  Mayflower)  but 
in  a hundred  others  as  well,  with  every  intention  of  taking  the  land  away 
from  its  native  people  to  build  their  prophesied  "Holy  Kingdom. "(3) 

3.  The  Pilgrims  were  not  just  innocent  refugees  from  religious 
persecution.  They  were  victims  of  bigotry  in  England,  but  some  of  them 


were  themselves  religious  bigots  by  our  modern  standards.  The  Puritans  and 
the  Pilgrims  saw  themselves  as  the  "Chosen  Elect"  mentioned  in  the  book  of 
Revelation.  They  strove  to  "purify"  first  themselves  and  then  everyone 
else  of  everything  they  did  not  accept  in  their  own  interpretation  of 
scripture.  Later  New  England  Puritans  used  any  means,  including  deceptions 
treachery,  torture,  war,  and  genocide  to  achieve  that  end. (4)  They  saw 
themselves  as  fighting  a holy  war  against  Satan,  and  everyone  who 
disagreed  with  them  was  the  enemy.  This  rigid  fundamentalism  was 
transmitted  to  America  by  the  Plymouth  colonists,  and  it  sheds  a very 
different  light  on  the  "Pilgrim"  image  we  have  of  them.  This  is  best 
illustrated  in  the  written  text  of  the  Thanksgiving  sermon  delivered  at 
Plymouth  in  1623  by  "Mather  the  Elder."  In  it,  Mather  the  Elder  gave 
special  thanks  to  God  for  the  devastating  plague  of  smallpox  which  wiped 
out  the  majority  of  the  Wampanoag  Indians  who  had  been  their  benefactors. 
He  praised  God  for  destroying  "chiefly  young  men  and  children,  the  very 
seeds  of  increase,  thus  clearing  the  forests  to  make  way  for  a better 
growth",  i.e.,  the  Pilgrims. (5)  In  as  much  as  these  Indians  were  the 
Pilgrim's  benefactors,  and  Squanto,  in  particular,  was  the  instrument  of 
their  salvation  that  first  year,  how  are  we  to  interpret  this  apparent 
callousness  towards  their  misfortune? 

4.  The  Wampanoag  Indians  were  not  the  "friendly  savages"  some  of  us  were 
told  about  when  we  were  in  the  primary  grades.  Nor  were  they  invited  out 
of  the  goodness  of  the  Pilgrims'  hearts  to  share  the  fruits  of  the 
Pilgrims'  harvest  in  a demonstration  of  Christian  charity  and  interracial 
brotherhood.  The  Wampanoag  were  members  of  a widespread  confederacy  of 
Algonkian-speaking  peoples  known  as  the  League  of  the  Delaware.  For  six 
hundred  years  they  had  been  defending  themselves  from  my  other  ancestors, 
the  Iroquois,  and  for  the  last  hundred  years  they  had  also  had  encounters 
with  European  fishermen  and  explorers  but  especially  with  European  slavers 
who  had  been  raiding  their  coastal  villages. (6)  They  knew  something  of  the 
power  of  the  white  people,  and  they  did  not  fully  trust  them.  But  their 
religion  taught  that  they  were  to  give  charity  to  the  helpless  and 
hospitality  to  anyone  who  came  to  them  with  empty  hands. (7)  Also,  Squanto, 
the  Indian  hero  of  the  Thanksgiving  story,  had  a very  real  love  for  a 
British  explorer  named  Dohn  Weymouth,  who  had  become  a second  father  to 
him  several  years  before  the  Pilgrims  arrived  at  Plymouth.  Clearly, 

Squanto  saw  these  Pilgrims  as  Weymouth's  people. (8)  To  the  Pilgrims  the 
Indians  were  heathens  and,  therefore,  the  natural  instruments  of  the  Devil 
Squanto,  as  the  only  educated  and  baptized  Christian  among  the  Wampanoag, 
was  seen  as  merely  an  instrument  of  God,  set  in  the  wilderness  to  provide 
for  the  survival  of  His  chosen  people,  the  Pilgrims.  The  Indians  were 
comparatively  powerful  and,  therefore,  dangerous;  and  they  were  to  be 
courted  until  the  next  ships  arrived  with  more  Pilgrim  colonists  and  the 
balance  of  power  shifted.  The  Wampanoag  were  actually  invited  to  that 
Thanksgiving  feast  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a treaty  that  would 
secure  the  lands  of  the  Plymouth  Plantation  for  the  Pilgrims.  It  should 
also  be  noted  that  the  INDIANS,  possibly  out  of  a sense  of  charity  toward 
their  hosts,  ended  up  bringing  the  majority  of  the  food  for  the  feast. (9) 

5.  A generation  later,  after  the  balance  of  power  had  indeed  shifted, 
the  Indian  and  White  children  of  that  Thanksgiving  were  striving  to  kill 
each  other  in  the  genocidal  conflict  known  as  King  Philip's  War.  At  the 
end  of  that  conflict  most  of  the  New  England  Indians  were  either 
exterminated  or  refugees  among  the  French  in  Canada,  or  they  were  sold 
into  slavery  in  the  Carolinas  by  the  Puritans.  So  successful  was  this 
early  trade  in  Indian  slaves  that  several  Puritan  ship  owners  in  Boston 
began  the  practice  of  raiding  the  Ivory  Coast  of  Africa  for  black  slaves 
to  sell  to  the  proprietary  colonies  of  the  South,  thus  founding  the 
American-based  slave  trade. (10) 

Obviously  there  is  a lot  more  to  the  story  of  Indian/Puritan  relations 
in  New  England  than  in  the  thanksgiving  stories  we  heard  as  children.  Our 
contemporary  mix  of  myth  and  history  about  the  "First"  Thanksgiving  at 
Plymouth  developed  in  the  1890s  and  early  1900s.  Our  country  was 
desperately  trying  to  pull  together  its  many  diverse  peoples  into  a common 
national  identity.  To  many  writers  and  educators  at  the  end  of  the  last 
century  and  the  beginning  of  this  one,  this  also  meant  having  a common 


national  history.  This  was  the  era  of  the  "melting  pot"  theory  of  social 
progress,  and  public  education  was  a major  tool  for  social  unity.  It  was 
with  this  in  mind  that  the  federal  government  declared  the  last  Thursday 
in  November  as  the  legal  holiday  of  Thanksgiving  in  1898. 

In  consequence,  what  started  as  an  inspirational  bit  of  New  England 
folklore,  soon  grew  into  the  full-fledged  American  Thanksgiving  we  now 
know.  It  emerged  complete  with  stereotyped  Indians  and  stereotyped  Whites, 
incomplete  history,  and  a mythical  significance  as  our  "First  Thanksgiving 
" But  was  it  really  our  FIRST  American  Thanksgiving? 

Now  that  I have  deliberately  provoked  you  with  some  new  information  and 
different  opinions,  please  take  the  time  to  read  some  of  the  texts  in  our 
bibliography.  I want  to  encourage  you  to  read  further  and  form  your  own 
opinions.  There  really  is  a TRUE  Thanksgiving  story  of  Plymouth  Plantation 
But  I strongly  suggest  that  there  always  has  been  a Thanksgiving  story  of 
some  kind  or  other  for  as  long  as  there  have  been  human  beings.  There  was 
also  a "First"  Thanksgiving  in  America,  but  it  was  celebrated  thirty 
thousand  years  ago. (11)  At  some  time  during  the  New  Stone  Age  (beginning 
about  ten  thousand  years  ago)  Thanksgiving  became  associated  with  giving 
thanks  to  God  for  the  harvests  of  the  land.  Thanksgiving  has  always  been  a 
time  of  people  coming  together,  so  thanks  has  also  been  offered  for  that 
gift  of  fellowship  between  us  all.  Every  last  Thursday  in  November  we  now 
partake  in  one  of  the  OLDEST  and  most  UNIVERSAL  of  human  celebrations,  and 
THERE  ARE  MANY  THANKSGIVING  STORIES  TO  TELL. 

As  for  Thanksgiving  week  at  Plymouth  Plantation  in  1621,  the  friendship 
was  guarded  and  not  always  sincere,  and  the  peace  was  very  soon  abused. 

But  for  three  days  in  New  England's  history,  peace  and  friendship  were 
there. 

So  here  is  a story  for  your  children.  It  is  as  kind  and  gentle  a 
balance  of  historic  truth  and  positive  inspiration  as  its  writers  and  this 
editor  can  make  it  out  to  be.  I hope  it  will  adequately  serve  its  purpose 
both  for  you  and  your  students,  and  I also  hope  this  work  will  encourage 
you  to  look  both  deeper  and  farther,  for  Thanksgiving  is  Thanksgiving  all 
around  the  world. 

Chuck  Larsen  Tacoma  Public  Schools  September,  1986 

FOOTNOTES  FOR  TEACHER  INTRODUCTION 

(1)  See  Berkhofer,  Hr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  references 
to  Puritans,  pp.  27,  80-85,  90,  104,  & 130. 

(2)  See  Berkhofer,  Dr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  references 
to  frontier  concepts  of  savagery  in  index.  Also  see  Dennings,  Francis, 

"The  Invasion  of  America,"  the  myth  of  savagery,  pp.  6-12,  15-16,  & 109- 
110. 

(3)  See  Blitzer,  Charles,  "Age  of  Kings,"  Great  Ages  of  Man  series, 
references  to  Puritanism,  pp.  141,  144  & 145-46.  Also  see  Dennings, 
Francis,  "The  Invasion  of  America,"  references  to  Puritan  human  motives, 
pp.  4-6,  43-44  and  53. 

(4)  See  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  pp.  6-10.  Also  see 
Armstrong,  Virginia  I.,  "I  Have  Spoken,"  reference  to  Cannonchet  and  his 
village,  p.  6.  Also  see  Dennings,  Francis,  "The  Invasion  of  America," 
Chapter  9 "Savage  War,"  Chapter  13  "We  must  Burn  Them,"  and  Chapter  17 
"Outrage  Bloody  and  Barbarous." 

(5)  See  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  pp.  6-9.  Also  see 
Berkhofer,  Dr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  the  comments  of  Cotton 
Mather,  pp.  37  & 82-83. 

(6)  See  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  pp.  3-4.  Also  see 
Graff,  Steward  and  Polly  Ann,  "Squanto,  Indian  Adventurer."  Also  see 
"Handbook  of  North  American  Indians,"  Vol.  15,  the  reference  to  Squanto  on 

p.  82. 

(7)  See  Benton-Banai , Edward,  "The  Mishomis  Book,"  as  a reference  on 
general  "Anishinabe"  (the  Algonkin  speaking  peoples)  religious  beliefs  and 
practices.  Also  see  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  reference 
to  religious  life  on  p.  1. 

(8)  See  Graff,  Stewart  and  Polly  Ann,  "Squanto,  Indian  Adventurer." 
Also  see  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving."  Also  see  Bradford, 
Sir  William,  "Of  Plymouth  Plantation,"  and  "Mourt's  Relation." 


(9)  See  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  the  letter  of 
Edward  Winslow  dated  1622,  pp.  5-6. 

(10)  See  "Handbook  of  North  American  Indians,"  Vol.  15,  pp.  177-78. 
Also  see  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  p.  9,  the  reference  to 
the  enslavement  of  King  Philip's  family.  Also  see  Larsen,  Charles,  M., 
"The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  pp.  8-11,  "Destruction  of  the  Massachusetts 
Indians . " 

(11)  Best  current  estimate  of  the  first  entry  of  people  into  the 
Americas  confirmed  by  archaeological  evidence  that  is  datable. 
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Tribal  leaders  ordered  arrested 
NOVEMBER  10,  2000 

A Superior  Court  in  Maine  has  ordered  the  arrest  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Penobscot  Nation  and  of  two  Passamaquoddy  Tribes  because  they  have  failed 
to  turn  over  documents  related  to  regulation  of  water  on  their  respective 
reservations . 

Governors  Barry  Dana  of  the  Penobscot  Nation,  Richard  Doyle  of  the 
Pleasant  Point  Passamaquoddy,  and  Richard  Stevens  of  the  Passamaquoddy 
Indian  Township  were  found  in  contempt.  The  tribes  are  also  being  fined 
$1,000  a day. 

But  the  fines  won't  be  incurred  and  the  leaders  won't  actually  be 
arrested  until  November  13  in  order  to  allow  them  enough  time  to  file 
appeals . 
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Three  New  Mashantucket  Leaders  Make  Overtures  Of  Unity 

By  LYN  BIXBY 

The  Hartford  Courant 

November  09,  2000 

In  an  unusual  meeting  with  news  reporters  Wednesday,  three  newly 
elected  leaders  of  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribe  said  they  want  to 
improve  relations  with  the  three  towns  that  surround  their 
reservation . 

"We're  now  at  a standstill,"  said  Charlene  lones,  one  of  two  women 
elected  Sunday  to  the  previously  all-male  tribal  council.  "It's 
hurting  all  four  of  our  communities." 

Michael  Thomas,  the  only  incumbent  who  was  re-elected,  said  he  hoped 
the  lack  of  trust  and  respect  that  has  strained  relationships  between 
the  towns  and  the  tribe  could  be  overcome  by  "sitting  down  together." 

"Not  just  politicians,"  he  said.  "We  need  regular  and  real  people  at 
the  table.  Talking  about  common  interests  and  teamwork  will  produce 
wonderful  results." 

Town  leaders  said  they  doubted  that  the  change  on  the  tribal  council 
would  improve  relations  soon. 

Wednesday's  meeting  in  a conference  room  at  the  tribal  museum  was 
arranged  in  response  to  requests  for  press  interviews  with  the  new 
council  members.  In  recent  years  Mashantucket  tribal  leaders  have 
shied  away  from  direct  contact  with  reporters,  particularly  since  an 
attempt  to  expand  their  reservation  in  1995  was  met  with  a federal 
lawsuit  filed  by  the  neighboring  towns  of  Ledyard,  North  Stonington 


and  Preston  and  state  Attorney  General  Richard  Blumenthal. 

The  Mashantuckets  won  the  latest  round  in  the  dispute  at  the  2nd  U.S. 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  but  town  officials  have  said  they  will 
appeal  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Nobody  mentioned  the  land  dispute  at  Wednesday's  meeting,  where  the 
newly  elected  council  members  talked  about  what  they  hope  to  achieve 
during  their  three-year  terms. 

Thomas,  who  is  32  and  was  first  elected  to  the  council  in  1993,  was 
one  of  three  incumbents  running  for  re-election  to  the  seven-member 
council  against  a record  15  challengers.  The  other  incumbents,  Gary 
Carter  and  Antonio  Beltran,  were  defeated  by  Jones  and  Fatima  Dames, 
who  is  known  outside  the  reservation  as  the  president  of  a group 
called  the  Coalition  for  Dustice  & Community  Understanding.  The 
coalition,  funded  by  the  tribe,  has  encouraged  interaction  between 
the  tribe  and  the  towns. 

Jones,  a 36-year-old  mother  of  five,  is  pursuing  a masters  degree  in 
business  and  is  the  assistant  executive  director  of  the  tribe's  $200 
million  museum,  a position  she  said  she  will  have  to  resign  because 
serving  on  the  tribal  council  is  a full-time  job.  Council  salaries 
are  rumored  to  be  about  $1  million  a year. 

Dames,  who  is  31,  has  a masters  degree  in  federal  Indian  law  and 
policy  and  has  worked  as  an  assistant  to  Thomas  for  five  years.  Both 
she  and  Jones  have  been  active  in  off-reservation  outreach  programs. 

Both  women  said  they  would  encourage  tribal  inclusion  in  the 
surrounding  towns,  particularly  with  regard  to  educational  issues. 

As  for  the  hope  that  relations  with  the  towns  will  improve,  Ledyard 
Mayor  Wesley  Johnson  said  he  thought  the  new  council  members  would 
have  little  effect. 
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Navajo  to  fight  English  only 

PFIOENIX  (AP)  Ax  As  of  next  fall,  Arizona's  public  schools  will  no 
longer  be  able  to  offer  students  optional  bilingual  education. 

Genevieve  Jackson,  director  of  the  Navajo  Nation's  Education 
Division,  said  this  morning  in  Window  Rock  that  the  Navajo  Nation 
will  most  likely  challenge  the  proposition  in  court  as  well  as  a Utah 
measure  making  English  the  official  language,  with  a list  of 
exceptions . 

"We  will  be  preparing  to  challenge  it  in  court  if  in  fact  it 
challenges  our  sovereignty.  Mr.  (Ron)  Unz  (father  of  the  proposition) 
did  not  make  a lot  of  information  clear  to  the  voters  and  that's  part 
of  the  reason  it  passed,"  Jackson  said. 

"Any  time  you  force  your  ways  on  others  it  borders  on  discrimination 
and  racism. . . " 

Contact  the  Gallup  Independent 

Please  send  the  Gallup  Independent  feedback  on  this  website  and  the 
paper  in  general. 

E-mail:  gallpind@cia-g.com 
By  mail: 

The  Independent 

PO  Box  1210  Gallup,  NM  87305 

500  N.  9th  Gallup,  NM  87301 

All  contents  property  of  the  Gallup  Independent. 
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Native  Lobster  Traps  in  Bras  D'Or  Legal, 
say  Fisheries  Officers  (follow-up) 

Monday,  Nov.  06,  2000  (Original  story  dated  October  26,  2000) 

SEAL  ISLAND,  N.S.  (CP)  --  The  appearance  of  50  Native  lobster  traps  in  a 
part  of  Cape  Breton's  Bras  D'Or  Lakes  set  off  a small  protest  Thursday  by 
non-Native  commerical  fishermen.  About  15  boats  gathered  under  the  Seal 
Island  bridge  after  word  of  the  traps  got  out.  The  commercial  season  in 
the  area  ended  in  Duly. 

But  the  Department  of  Fisheries  and  Oceans  said  the  traps,  set  by 
members  of  the  Waycobah  band,  are  legal. 

Waycobah  had  been  issued  275  tags  for  a ceremonial  and  food  fishery  that 
is  scheduled  to  end  on  Nov.  15. 

Gus  Van  Flelvoort,  fisheries  spokesman,  said  officers  have  been 
monitoring  the  traps.  We've  checked  them  over  the  past  two  days  and 
they're  all  tagged  as  per  the  requirements,"  said  Flelvoort. 

Some  of  the  protesters,  suprised  as  seeing  the  traps,  had  been  worried 
the  fishing  was  for  commercial  purposes. 

Canadian  Aboriginal  is  a Native-owned  news  service. 

c.  Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal . Com 
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BISMARCK,  N.D.  (AP)  - A federal  judge  has  ordered  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  to  maintain  the  current  water  level  at  a key  reservoir  because 
of  a tribal  lawsuit  over  gravesites.  The  order  abruptly  changed  Missouri 
River  dam  and  reservoir  operations. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  Charles  Kornmann's  temporary  restraining  order  is 
forcing  the  corps  to  release  more  water  from  the  Garrison  Dam  in  North 
Dakota  and  the  Fort  Peck  Dam  in  Montana,  to  make  up  for  a drop  in 
hydroelectric  power  generated  at  Lake  Oahe  in  South  Dakota. 

The  order,  issued  out  of  Kornmann's  Aberdeen,  S.D.,  office,  went  into 
effect  Monday  night.  It  was  issued  in  response  to  a lawsuit  filed  by  the 
Standing  Rock  Sioux  Tribe,  which  contends  erosion  from  water  releases  on 
the  river  has  exposed  as  many  as  100  American  Indian  graves. 

The  order  requires  the  corps  to  keep  Lake  Oahe  at  its  present  level  of  1, 
597.7  feet  above  sea  level,  plus  or  minus  6 inches.  That  is  intended  to 
keep  fluctuating  lake  levels  from  further  disturbing  cultural  and 
historical  sites  important  to  the  tribe. 

As  a result  of  the  order,  the  corps  released  more  water  from  North 
Dakota's  Lake  Sakakawea  on  Tuesday.  The  discharge  went  from  Monday's 
16,200  cubic  feet  per  second  to  20,000  cfs. 

The  corps  plans  to  kick  up  the  discharge  from  Lake  Sakakawea  to  24,000 
cfs  today  and  to  27,000  cfs  Thursday.  It  will  remain  at  that  level  until 
Nov.  15. 

Desse  Taken  Alive,  a Standing  Rock  tribal  council  member  in  McLaughlin, 
S.D.,  said  he  was  happy  with  the  decision. 

"It's  a step  toward  trying  to  resolve  it,"  he  said.  "At  least  the  court 
system  is  listening  to  us  in  this  matter." 


A trial  date  is  expected  to  be  set  sometime  this  month 


Bob  Keasling,  a hydraulic  engineer  with  the  corps  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  said 
the  change  will  throw  the  river's  three  large  reservoirs  out  of  balance. 

Lake  Sakakawea,  for  example,  will  be  a foot  lower  in  November  than  first 
estimated.  The  lake  was  already  at  a lower-than-average  level  because  of  a 
dry  year. 

Because  of  the  change,  adjustments  will  be  made  during  the  winter  to 
bring  the  river  system  back  to  where  the  corps  intended  to  have  it. 

"What  it  amounts  to  is,  we're  transferring  water  into  Oahe  that  we 
normally  would  be  doing  in  January  and  February,"  Keasling  said. 

The  judge's  order  also  is  having  an  impact  on  the  Western  Area  Power 
Administration,  a government  agency  that  supplies  power  to  rural 
cooperatives  across  the  region. 

WAPA  was  forced  to  buy  power  that  could  not  be  generated  at  Lake  Oahe. 

"They  had  to  scramble  and  make  purchases  yesterday  because  I started 
cutting  the  system  generation,"  Keasling  said. 

Keasling  also  said  the  agency  stood  to  lose  about  $3  million  as  a result 
of  lost  energy.  Water  will  still  flow  from  Lake  Oahe,  after  the  water 
from  North  Dakota  and  Montana  gets  there.  Barges  afloat  in  the  lower 
Missouri  River  will  not  be  affected  by  the  order,  Keasling  said. 

The  tribe  filed  the  lawsuit  in  hopes  of  protecting  the  buried 
descendants  of  Chief  Mad  Bear,  the  leader  of  a band  of  Hunkpapa  Lakota 
Indians.  In  August,  remains  were  discovered  near  Wakpala,  S.D.,  when 
water  levels  dropped  in  Lake  Oahe. 

Tribal  members  contend  poor  management  of  the  Missouri  River  has  led  to 
human  remains  being  exposed  and  left  open  to  looters. 

"We  know  for  a fact  that  there's  a black  market,"  Taken  Alive  said.  "A 
lot  of  folks  coming  from  out  of  state  as  well  as  in  state  are  taking 
trips  to  the  area  ...  We  do  have  tribal  monitors  out  in  the  area,  and 
they  have  seen  them  with  remains,  artifacts  and  antiquities." 

Taken  Alive  said  the  tribe  has  been  trying  to  get  the  corps  to  place 
riprap  around  the  burial  sites  or  to  bury  the  remains  elsewhere. 

A similar  discovery  in  December  1999  near  the  Fort  Randall  Dam  led  to  a 
court  fight  between  the  corps  and  the  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe. 

In  both  cases,  tribes  have  discovered  remains  from  graves  that  were 
supposedly  moved  more  than  40  years  ago,  before  the  Missouri  River  dams 
were  built. 

Copyright  c.  The  Billings  Gazette,  a division  of  Lee  Enterprises 
http : //www. leeenterprises . com 
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Drinking  Water  Jeopardized  in  Arizona's  Black  Mesa  Region 

The  sole  source  of  drinking  water  for  the  Hopi  and  many  Navajo  is 
showing  signs  of  serious  decline  after  years  of  pumping  by  coal  company. 

An  underground  aquifer  that  sustains  two  Native  American  tribes  in 
Arizona's  arid  Black  Mesa  region  is  showing  signs  of  serious  decline 
after  three  decades  of  pumping  by  the  Peabody  Coal  Company,  which  drains 
more  than  a billion  gallons  of  water  from  the  reservoir  each  year  to 
transport  coal. 

Approximately  40  percent  of  Arizona's  water  comes  from  underground 
sources  like  the  one  that  supports  the  people  of  Black  Mesa  --  natural 
reservoirs  known  as  aquifers  that  have  built  up  stores  of  water  over 
millions  of  years.  Water  that  collects  in  the  Black  Mesa  aquifer  slowly 
percolates  from  the  northwest  sector  of  the  Navajo  reservation  into  a 
set  of  shallow,  fingerlike  projections  near  the  Flopi  reservation  in  the 
south,  discharging  after  many  years  into  a host  of  gentle  washes  and 
springs . 


Many  Hopi  and  Navajo  rely  on  the  aquifer  for  drinking  and  irrigation 
and  for  religious  purposes  --  the  springs  it  feeds  along  its  southern 
front  are  sacred  to  the  Hopi  people  --  but  the  largest  user  by  far  is  the 
Peabody  Western  Coal  Company.  Peabody  mixes  the  water  with  coal  to  form 
a compound  called  slurry  and  shoots  it  hundreds  of  miles  by  pipeline  to 
a power  station  in  Nevada.  Once  the  slurry  reaches  the  power  plant  the 
coal  is  extracted  and  the  water  used  to  cool  the  plant's  generators. 

Since  Peabody  began  tapping  the  aquifer  thirty  years  ago,  water  levels 
in  some  Black  Mesa  wells  have  dropped  by  more  than  100  feet,  many 
springs  have  slackened  to  less  than  half  their  original  volume,  and 
washes  used  by  local  farmers  appear  to  have  declined.  In  addition,  a 
government  study  shows  that  some  contamination  of  the  aquifer  may  be 
taking  place,  as  changes  in  the  water  pressure  allow  contaminated  water 
from  another  aquifer  to  leach  in.  Officials  from  the  Interior  Department 
who  are  monitoring  the  situation  insist  that  all  is  well,  yet  their  own 
data  cannot  support  that  conclusion.  According  to  a new  NRDC  review,  one 
of  the  government's  four  thresholds  for  "material  damage"  has  been 
exceeded,  and  the  data  strongly  challenge  the  government's  conclusions 
with  respect  to  two  others. 

From  the  beginning,  the  annual  withdrawal  of  more  than  a billion 
gallons  of  potable  water  for  mining  purposes  caused  concern.  When  Peabody 
negotiated  its  initial  arrangement  with  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  in  the 
mid-1960s,  then  Interior  Secretary  Stewart  Udall  included  an  escape 
clause  that  could  be  triggered  if  the  company's  pumping  adversely 
affected  the  aquifer  and  its  users.  Yet  despite  numerous  studies  and 
now-obvious  signs  of  negative  impacts,  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
has  not  exercised  its  contractual  authority  in  the  nearly  35  years  since 
the  original  leases  were  signed. 

The  case  for  action  is  all  the  more  compelling  in  light  of  the  "trust 
responsibility"  that  the  government  owes  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  Navajo 
Nation.  As  courts  have  long  recognized,  this  responsibility  obligates 
the  federal  government  to  protect  tribal  interests  --  especially  when 
the  government  exercises  control  over  natural  resources  on  tribal  lands, 
as  it  does  on  Black  Mesa.  In  these  circumstances,  its  responsibility 
rises  to  the  level  of  a fiduciary  duty,  similar  to  that  which  CEOs  owe 
their  shareholders  or  trustees  their  beneficiaries. 

Yet  Peabody's  pumping  continues  unabated.  With  each  passing  day,  another 
3 million  gallons  (on  average)  are  pumped  from  the  aquifer,  mixed  with 
pulverized  coal,  and  sent  hundreds  of  miles  away;  billions  more  gallons 
will  be  siphoned  off  before  operations  wind  down.  To  help  solve  this 
pressing  problem  NRDC  recommends,  in  part,  that  the  Interior  Department 
take  action  and  halt  Peabody's  pumping  by  2005.  (A  full  list  of 
recommendations  can  be  found  in  Chapter  3 of  the  report.) 

Based  on  DRAWDOWN:  Groundwater  Mining  on  Black  Mesa,  an  October  2000 
report  by  the  Natural  Resources  Defense  Council.  See  also  our  interview 
with  Hopi  leader  Vernon  Masayesva. 
last  revised  10.23.00 
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From:  "Marsha  Monestersky"  <sdn@cybertrails . com> 

Dear  Big  Mountain  Supporters, 

We  need  your  help  to  make  sure  the  Dineh  and  HPL  is  well  represented 
at  the  2000  Annual  Geological  Society  of  America  conference  in  Reno. 

Our  delegation  consists  of:  John  Benally  from  Big  Mountain  Kerry  Begay 
from  Black  Mesa  Marsha  Monestersky,  Consultant  and  Case  Presenter 
(traveling  with  us  but  not  in  need  of  funding  are  Paul  Clark,  current 
Peabody  employee  and  his  wife,  Dorothy.) 

Meeting  us  in  Reno,  but  not  included  in  this  budget  are:  Norris  Nez, 
a Medicine  Man  who  will  co-present  on  the  Dineh  link  to  the  Anasazi,  his 
wife,  Lena  Nez  and  Mae  Washington. 

Having  a delegation  consisting  of  HPL  non-signing  residents,  a Medicine 
Man  with  an  expertise  in  Anasazi  and  a current  Peabody  employee  is  a 
powerful  combination. 

Can  you  help?  In  order  for  us  to  get  there  we  need  to  rent  a car  and 
have  money  for  gas,  food  and  lodging. 

This  conference  is  a great  opportunity  to  have  this  issue  become  a part 
of  the  circullum  taught  in  schools.  We  hope  to  share  information  with 
educators  from  around  the  country  that  will  re-write  the  Indigenous 
chapters  of  American  History. 

Those  coming  to  Reno  and  those  remaining  on  HPL  are  very  excited  about 
our  presentation  in  Reno. 

Here  is  the  budget: 

BUDGET 

1-week  BUDGET  car  rental  round  trip  from  Flagstaff  to  Reno  Small  compact 
with  unlimited  mileage: 

$184.00  + 12.31%  tax  + $50.00  security  deposit=$260.00 

3 nights  motel  while  on  travel,  round  trip  $120.00 
Gas  and  food  expenses  while  on  travel  $400.00 

3 nights  motel  in  Reno  $240.00 

Food  in  Reno  $300.00 


$1,320.00 

Funds  on-hand  at  present:  $200.00.  $400.00  more,  with  your  help  will 

get  us  to  Reno  till  we  can  raise  the  rest  of  the  funds  we 
need ... .Whatever  you  can  contribute  will  be  appreciated. 

To  help:  Please  contact  Stuart  Leiderman,  Conference  organizer.  E-mail: 
Stuart  M Leiderman  <leidermn@cisunix.unh.edu>  Phone:  603.776.0055 
Or  wire  the  funds  directly  to  Marsha  Monestersky  for  car  rental  and 
travel  expenses 

[MODERATOR'S  NOTE:  I HAVE  DELETED  THE  PERSONAL  BANK  ACCOUNT  INFORMATION 
FOR  SECURITY  REASONS.  PLEASE  CONTACT  MARSHA  DIRECTLY  AT  THE  ADDRESS 
BELOW  FOR  THE  INFORMATION  NECESSARY  TO  WIRE-TRANSFER  INTO  HER  ACCOUNT.] 
E-mail:  sdn@cybertrails.com  Please  contact  Marsha  at  sdn@cybertails.com 
to  say  how  you  can  help. 

Please  note  if  you  want  to  make  your  donation  a tax-decutible 
contribution  a letter  can  be  sent  to  you  from  SEE,  SDN's  fiscal  agent. 

We  are  leaving  this  Friday  evening  to  rent  the  car  in  Flagstaff  Saturday 
morning  and  we  urgently  need  your  help  to  get  there. 

PLEASE  HELP. 

Thank  you  for  your  support, 

Kerry  Begay,  Dineh  non-signer  from  Black  Mesa  Dohn  Benally,  Dineh 
non-signer  from  Big  Mountain  Dorothy  Clark,  wife  of  Peabody  employee 
Paul  Clark,  Peabody  employee  and  Dineh  non-signer  Marsha  Monestersky, 
Consultant 
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Groups  oppose  sovereignty  for  tribes 

Elks,  petroleum  marketers  cite  potential  economic  effect 
BY  PETER  HARDIN 

TIMES -DISPATCH  WASHINGTON  CORRESPONDENT  Nov  05,  2000 
DEAR  GOVERNOR 

A bid  by  eight  Virginia  Indian  tribes  for  sovereignty  is  stirring 
passions  reaching  far  beyond  their  communities. 

"This  . . . is  a minefield,"  Dr.  Robert  D.  Crane  of  Washington,  Va., 
warned  Gov.  Dim  Gilmore  in  a September  letter.  Crane  described  himself  as 
once  representing  President  Nixon  on  Indian  affairs. 

"And  some  mines  may  be  ready  to  explode  in  Virginia,"  he  added  in  an 
attached  letter  to  a congressman. 

An  official  of  the  13,000-member  Virginia  Elks  Association  cautioned 
Gilmore  against  opening  the  door  to  commercial  Indian  gambling  operations, 
which  the  Elks  fear  could  threaten  their  charitable  bingo  games. 

"Let  us  not  even  potentially  add  Virginia  to  the  preferential  largesse 
that  has  been  improvidently  conferred  to  one  group  of  citizens  who  are 
allowed  to  run  roughshod  over  the  desires  of  the  majority,"  wrote  the  Elks 
official,  Robert  M.  Goolrick  of  Annandale. 

But  to  Suzanne  S.  Aaron  of  Richmond,  objections  to  tribal  sovereignty 
based  on  fears  about  possible  casino  gambling  operations  ring  hollow  in  a 
state  with  a lottery  and  a horse  racing  track. 

"It  is  another  slap  in  the  face  to  these  tribes  to  take  such  a 
condescending  stance  on  such  an  important  issue  to  them,"  the  opera  singer 
and  teacher  e-mailed  the  state's  chief  executive  last  month. 

Deborah  Stuart  of  Reston,  an  activist  forming  a foundation  to  provide 
computer  technology  to  tribes  nationwide,  couched  sovereignty  as  a human 
rights  issue. 

"The  Virginia  Indian  people  were  the  first  to  meet  the  colonists  in  1607 
and  [are]  the  last  ones  to  be  federally  recognized  as  Indian  nations,"  she 
wrote. 

These  Indians  "were  victims  of  paper  genocide"  at  the  hands  of  state 
race-purity  law  and  Dr.  Walter  Pleck-  er,  a bureaucrat  who  enforced  it  in 
the  early  20th  century,  she  added.  Plecker  pressed  to  deny  the  Virginia 
Indians'  existence  on  grounds  that  they  were  black. 

These  impassioned  views  were  voiced  in  a handful  of  recent  letters  to 
Gilmore  about  the  Virginia  tribes'  bid  in  Congress  for  sovereignty,  a 
government-to-government  relationship  with  the  United  States. 

{Complete  story  at  this  URL: 

http : / /www. timesdi spat ch . com/vametro/MGBFMDV16FC. html} 

Please  write  letters  to  Governor  Gilmore  at  the  address  provided  in  the 
article!  The  issue  of  gaming  is  irrelevant  in  Virginia,  where  the  eight 
tribes  are  primarily  conservative  Christians  and  against  gambling. 

It's  all  about  racism  and  greed. 

Kaneh, 

WoodOwl 
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Tribal  funding  caught  in  budget  battle 
By  Brian  Stockes 
Indian  Country  Today 
Nov  8,  2000 

WASHINGTON  - As  Congress  struggles  to  conclude  work  on  FY2001 
appropriations  bills,  a number  of  Indian  programs  are  caught  in  the 
crossfire  between  Democrats  and  Republicans. 

House  and  Senate  negotiators  had  agreed  on  final  FY2001  Commerce, 
Justice,  and  State  and  Education  appropriations  bills,  however,  the 
president  rejected  the  compromise,  leaving  a variety  of  Indian  programs  to 
be  funded  at  current  levels. 

President  Clinton  accused  the  Republican-controlled  Congress  of 
submitting  to  "special  interest,"  while  the  GOP  accused  the  White  House  of 
pursuing  a government  shutdown  in  an  election  year. 

President  Clinton  vetoed  a bill  that  would  have  allowed  a congressional 
pay  raise  after  House  Republican  leaders  unexpectedly  rejected  an 
agreement  on  education  funding,  bringing  budget  talks  to  an  end  and  the 
possibility  of  a post-election  session  to  finish  business. 

"I  cannot  in  good  conscience  sign  a bill  that  funds  the  operation  of  the 
Congress  and  the  White  House  before  funding  our  classrooms,  fixing  our 
schools  and  protecting  our  workers,"  Clinton  said  in  a written  statement. 

Caught  in  the  budget  battle  is  critical  funding  for  tribal  law 
enforcement  and  economic  development.  Under  the  current  bill,  the  funding 
level  for  the 

Department  of  Justice  Indian  Country  Law  Enforcement  Programs  is  $104.5 
million,  compared  to  the  president's  request  of  $173  million.  This  year's 
spending  level  is  $91.5  million. 

Combined  with  the  funding  approved  as  part  of  the  FY2001  Interior 
Appropriations  bill,  the  total  funding  for  law  enforcement  in  FY2001  would 
be  $254.1  million,  but  those  levels  will  not  be  enacted  until  the 
president  signs  the  Department  of  Justice  funding  bill. 

Under  the  Department  of  Commerce,  and  the  House  and  Senate  agreement, 
the  Economic  Development  Administration  would  receive  $412  million  for 
FY2001 . 

This  is  more  than  the  president's  request  of  $408  million  and  both  the 
original  House  and  Senate  marks.  However,  the  conference  report  does  not 
provide  any  funding  for  the  Native  American  Economic  Development  Program 
and  specifically  states  that  the  "conference  agreement  does  not  include 
set-aside  funding  for  specific  sections  or  populations  that  were  requested 
in  the  budget." 

The  spending  levels  for  programs  under  the  Small  Business  Administration 
varied,  but,  there  were  no  set  asides  for  Indian  programs. 

The  FY2001  Commerce,  Justice,  State  Appropriations  bill  also  includes  a 
scaled-down  state  wildlife  grants  program.  However,  during  the  final  hours 
of  conference  negotiations,  an  important  tribal  set  aside  for  that  program 
was  also  removed  from  the  bill.  Tribal  leaders  have  asked  that  the 
president  insist  that  the  provision  be  restored  during  negotiations  to 
produce  a bill  he  is  willing  to  sign  into  law. 

It  has  been  reported  that  House  Majority  Whip  Tom  Delay,  R-Texas,  has 
been  advising  Republicans  to  pursue  a "veto  strategy"  that  would  force  the 
president  to  veto  some  remaining  domestic  spending  bills  to  highlight 
differences  between  Republicans  and  Democrats  to  energize  voters  during 
the  election. 

The  Republican  leadership  has  made  it  clear  that  battling  the  president 
through  election  day  is  preferable  to  making  deals  which  compromise  its 
position.  Congress  is  expected  to  continue  budget  deliberations  when  it 
returns  after  the  election. 
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Blackfeet  tribe  considers  merging  its  bank 
By  The  Associated  Press 

BROWNING  (AP)  - A financial  corporation  representing  about  a dozen 
American  Indian  tribes  is  negotiating  to  acquire  Blackfeet  National  Bank 
from  the  Blackfeet  tribe. 

A decision  about  merging  with  Denver-based  Native  American 
Bancorporation  could  be  announced  within  a few  weeks. 

Merging  would  create  an  institution  with  about  $30  million  in  capital, 
compared  to  just  over  $1  million  now  reported  by  Blackfeet  National 
Bank  of  Browning,  said  Dohn  Beirise,  president  and  chief  executive  of 
Native  American  Bancorporation,  a consortium  of  tribes. 

Its  officials  say  the  corporation's  goal  is  to  establish  a large 
national  bank  that  would  be  a tool  for  economic  development  on  Indian 
reservations.  The  corporation  would  be  a holding  company  for  Native 
American  National  Bank. 

Deciding  whether  to  merge  will  be  difficult,  said  Blackfeet  economic 
development  leader  Leo  Kennerly,  who  added  that  "one  of  the  proudest 
things  the  Blackfeet  have  is  their  own  bank." 

Native  American  Bancorporation  offered  to  acquire  at  least  94  percent 
of  the  Browning  bank's  common  stock.  In  return,  the  tribe  would  get  $1 
million  worth  of  stock  in  the  Native  American  Bancorporation  venture. 

The  corporation's  economic-development  concept  is  promising  and  the 
time  is  right,  said  Blackfeet  Tribal  Chairman  Earl  Old  Person. 

The  Blackfeet  were  involved  in  a failed  attempt  to  create  an  Indian 
national  bank  in  the  1970s,  Old  Person  said.  Lacking  capital,  the 
venture  collapsed  in  the  late  1980s. 

"The  tribes  have  become  more  sophisticated  and  we  have  a lot  more 
expertise  than  before,"  said  Old  Person,  who  wants  a guarantee  that  the 
local  banking  services,  such  as  home  and  small-business  loans,  would 
not  be  imperiled. 

"We  had  a difficult  time  getting  the  bank  that  we  have  now,"  he  said. 

"I  believe  that's  why  (people)  are  kind  of  skeptical  and  they  question 
the  merger." 

The  Blackfeet  tried  unsuccessfully  to  lure  banks  to  Browning  after  the 
town's  First  National  Bank,  not  owned  by  Indians,  closed  in  1983. 

Businessmen  such  as  Virgil  "Puggy"  Edwards  drove  at  least  30  miles  to 
Cut  Bank  for  routine  business,  such  as  depositing  checks.  Cashing 
checks  was  difficult. 

"Most  of  the  businesses  suffered  from  that  closure,"  Edwards  said. 

In  1987,  the  tribe  invested  $940,000  to  launch  Blackfeet  National  Bank. 
It  has  assets  of  about  $18  million  and  has  helped  finance  more  than  200 
start-up  businesses  on  the  Blackfeet  reservation. 

Assets  and  liabilities  are  growing  at  about  3 percent  a year,  but  the 
bank's  chairwoman,  Eloise  Cobell,  said  more  capital  is  necessary  for 
meaningful  growth. 

"We  all  love  community  banks  and  we  want  to  hold  on  to  the  small  $1 
million  community  bank,  but  you  can  provide  better  community  bank 
services  by  being  larger,"  Cobell  said. 

The  merger  would  help  the  bank  offer  lower  interest  rates  and  fees, 
and  would  increase  the  tribe's  borrowing  capacity.  Cobell  said. 

Kennerly  said  the  bank  lost  money  on  several  large  loans  in  the  past 
year  and  loses  business  to  competing  banks  just  outside  the  reservation. 
The  tribal  bank  is  not  in  danger  of  failing,  but  it  is  not  thriving, 
Kennerly  said. 

The  tribe  either  must  put  more  money  into  the  bank  or  find  other  ways 
to  obtain  capital,  he  said. 

Copyright  c The  Billings  Gazette 
a division  of  Lee  Enterprises. 
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South  Dakota  needs  to  change  attitude,  Indian  activist  says 
By  LEE  WILLIAMS 
Argus  Leader 
published:  11/6/00 

VERMILLION  --  South  Dakotans  need  to  recognize  the  value  of  American 
Indian  culture  and  create  an  atmosphere  similar  to  New  Mexico,  which 
accepts  and  celebrates  cultural  diversity,  says  activist  Russell 
Means . 

During  a recent  interview.  Means  --an  author,  film  actor  and  former 
leader  in  the  American  Indian  Movement  --  offered  opinions  on  the 
reservation  system,  the  state  of  AIM,  the  "refugee"  status  of 
American  Indians  and  economic  development  in  the  state. 

South  Dakota  is  missing  economic  development  opportunities  because 
the  state  does  not  embrace  Indians,  he  said. 

"We've  got  the  most  famous  Indians  in  the  world  living  here,  the 
Sioux,  the  most  celebrated  of  all  indigenous  people,"  he  said.  "And 
the  state  doesn't  take  advantage  of  it." 

Born  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota,  Means  maintains 
homes  in  Porcupine  and  Sante  Fe,  N.M. 

"They  celebrate  three  cultures;  Anglo,  Spanish  and  American  Indian," 
he  said  of  his  New  Mexican  neighbors.  "And  they  do  so  for  one  simple 
reason:  economics." 

Means  recently  visited  the  University  of  South  Dakota  campus  to 
present  the  Sixth  Annual  Joseph  Harper  Cash  Memorial  Lecture. 

He  spoke  to  classes,  participated  in  other  campus  events  and 
attended  a special  showing  of  "The  Last  of  the  Mohicans,"  in  which 
he  had  a starring  role.  He  was  also  the  voice  of  Pocahontas'  father 
in  a Disney  animated  movie. 

In  the  interview.  Means  said  he  wonders  why  there  aren't  artist 
colonies  in  Rapid  City,  Hill  City  or  Hot  Springs,  similar  to  those 
in  Sante  Fe  or  Taos. 

"There  should  be  world-class  destination  resorts  on  the  Missouri 
River,"  he  said.  "We  need  both  private  and  international 
investment . " 

One  state  expert  agrees  with  Means'  concept  of  economic  development. 

"He's  right,"  said  David  Owen,  president  of  the  South  Dakota  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  Industry.  "He's  accurately  looking  at  one  part  of 
what  economic  development  in  this  state  could  be." 

Owens  said  some  of  Means'  version  may  actually  be  starting  in  Hill 
City  and  other  Black  Hills  communities.  But  Owens  believes  other 
types  of  development  would  be  more  beneficial. 

"How  does  this  rank  as  economic  development?  It  would  be  a second  or 
third  choice,"  Owens  said.  "Artists  are  super  consumers. 

Manufacturing  or  agriculture,  in  full  production,  get  more  turns  on 
the  dollar.  Artists  may  buy  things  downtown,  but  their  dollars  leave 
the  area  faster." 

Means  said  racism  is  what's  holding  back  the  state. 

"Racism  is  born  of  ignorance,  which  makes  the  Northern  Plains  states 
the  most  ignorant  area  of  North  America,"  he  said.  "If  the  state 
could  rise  above  the  ignorance,  and  run  an  economic  partnership  with 
Indian  people,  we  would  all  prosper." 

Means  admits  to  stealing  a plank  from  the  Libertarian  Party  platform 
when  he  addresses  what  the  federal  government  should  do  to  improve 
its  relations  with  American  Indians. 

Each  tribe  should  be  dealt  with  individually,  he  said,  and  all 
outstanding  land  claims  settled,  including  the  return  of  the  Black 
Hills . 

"Obviously,  this  is  not  something  that  can  be  done  overnight,"  he 
said.  "But  look  at  South  Africa  and  their  (ongoing)  policy  of  land 
reform . " 


Means  believes  each  reservation  should  be  allowed  to  determine  its 
own  level  of  sovereignty. 

"I  bet  95  percent  will  opt  for  the  status  quo,  but  you're  dealing 
with  colonized  people,"  he  said.  "But  there  would  be  a few  who  would 
opt  for  independence." 

Means  blames  the  current  reservation  system  for  turning  roughly 
two-thirds  of  all  American  Indians  into  "refugees." 

"We  have  to  leave  our  homes,  our  nations,  to  put  a roof  over  our 
heads,  and  to  find  opportunities,"  he  said.  "Not  unlike  Mexicans  or 
Eastern  Europeans  coming  to  this  country. 

Art  War  Bonnett,  executive  director  of  American  Indian  Services  in 
Sioux  Falls,  agrees  with  Means  on  that  point. 

"The  average  reservation  unemployment  rate  is  80  percent,"  War 
Bonnett  said.  "Many  American  Indians  leave  the  reservation  for  an 
urban  setting,  like  Sioux  Falls,  with  a 2 percent  unemployment  rate. 
The  challenges  they  face  here  are  affordable  day  care,  housing  and 
low  wages . " 

Immigrants  from  all  over  the  world  face  the  same  challenges.  War 
Bonnett  said.  All  are  in  a refugee  status,  brought  here  because  of 
the  strong  economy,  and  hoping  to  better  themselves. 

"What  I've  found  is  that  the  Sioux  Falls  community  is  very  proactive 
in  helping  these  people  face  these  challenges,"  War  Bonnett  said. 

Means  said  AIM  as  an  entity  is  dead,  existing  only  in  a few  isolated 
pockets  around  the  country. 

"It  died,  as  soon  as  it  sank  into  dysfunction,"  he  said. 

The  group's  leaders  say  the  movement  is  growing,  particularly  in 
education  and  job  training. 

"AIM  declined  for  him,  when  he  became  the  ' Last  of  the  Mohicans, ' 
and  Pocahontas'  dad,"  said  Clyde  Bellecourt,  who  founded  AIM  and 
serves  as  a national  director.  "The  movement  declined  for  Russell 
since  day  one." 

Bellecourt  points  to  AIM's  successes  as  proof  of  the  organizations 
viability. 

The  Fleart  of  the  Earth  Center  for  Indian  Education  in  Minneapolis 
just  became  the  first  culturally  based  charter  school  in  Minnesota, 
Bellecourt  said.  It  first  opened  its  doors  in  1972. 

"This  is  the  number  one  thing  that  we've  done,"  Bellecourt  said. 

Fie  also  pointed  to  the  AIM-sponsored  American  Indian  Opportunities 
and  Industrialization  Center,  which  has  trained  more  than  18,000 
Indian  people  for  jobs. 

"We've  taken  more  than  15,000  people  off  the  welfare  rolls,  and  put 
them  on  the  payroll,"  Bellecourt  said. 

Means  has  clashed  with  Clyde  and  Vernon  Bellecourt  through  the 
years.  Each  has  had  a lifetime  of  activism,  which  included  arrests 
and  numerous  battles  with  tribal,  state  and  federal  governments. 

Said  Means:  "In  my  lifetime,  I've  seen  this  country  address  its 
deceit  concerning  slavery  and  its  mistreatment  of  blacks.  I've  seen 
it  face  its  deceit  of  migrant  workers,  its  terrorization  of  women, 
its  mistreatment  of  Japanese  Americans  during  the  Second  World  War, 
and  its  anti-Semitism.  I see  this  country  now  coming  to  terms  with 
its  homophobia. 

"But  I have  yet  to  see  this  country  face  its  deceit  concerning 
American  Indians.  When  it  does,  then  we  can  all  join  together  and 
become  Americans." 

Reach  reporter  Lee  Williams  at  lwilliam@argusleader.com  or  331-2318 
All  content  Copyright  c.  2000  Argus  Leader. 
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Department  of  Energy  unveils  new  American  Indian  Policy 
by  Cate  Montana 
Indian  Country  Today 
Nov  8,  2000 

SEATTLE  - The  United  States  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Energy,  tribal 
leaders  and  Seattle  Mayor  Paul  Schell  came  together  to  release  the  updated 
American  Indian  energy  policy,  strengthening  the  department's  government  - 
to-government  relationship  with  tribes  throughout  the  country. 

"This  plan  underscores  our  recognition  that  tribal  nations  are  sovereign 
nations  that  require  different  approaches,"  Richardson  said.  "Our  efforts 
help  to  show  the  way  to  new  partnerships,  new  joint  ventures  and  new 
improved  relationships  in  Indian  country." 

The  shift  in  policy  came  as  a response  to  requests  from  tribes  to  revise 
the  DOE  1992  American  Indian  Policy  as  well  as  a move  to  comply  with  the 
"Consultation  and  Coordination  With  Indian  Tribal  Governments"  Executive 
Order  13084,  released  in  May,  1998,  and  the  "Government  to  Government 
Relations  With  Native  American  Tribal  Governments  Executive  Memorandum," 
released  in  April  1994. 

The  new  policy  directs  that  Energy  will  "pursue  actions  that  uphold 
treaty  and  other  federally  recognized  and  reserved  rights  of  the  Indian 
nations  and  peoples"  and  recognize  that  some  tribes  have  "treaty-protected 
and  other  federally  recognized  rights  to  resources  and  resource  interests 
located  within  reservation  boundaries,  aboriginal  territories,  and  outside 
reservation  and  jurisdictional  boundaries." 

It  pledges  to  protect  and  promote  these  treaty  and  trust  resources  and 
resource  interests  to  the  extent  of  its  authority. 

The  DOE  also  recognizes  tribal  governments  as  sovereign  entities  and 
recognizes  the  right  of  each  Indian  nation  to  set  its  own  priorities  in 
developing,  protecting  and  managing  its  natural  and  cultural  resources.  An 
important  point  made  in  the  policy  is  the  fact  that  Energy  recognizes 
tribes  as  separate  and  distinct  authorities  independent  of  state 
governments . 

"A  lot  of  the  thoughtful  comments  that  Indian  country  made  were 
incorporated  into  the  document,"  said  Susan  Masten,  president  of  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians.  "We're  real  pleased  with  that." 

Included  in  the  seven-point  policy  is  establishment  of  mechanisms  for 
outreach  and  consultation  with  tribes  in  any  decision-making  process  and 
preservation  and  protection  of  historic  and  cultural  sites. 

The  department  recognizes  the  need  for  direct  funding  for  tribal 
initiatives  and  also  pledges  to  help  provide  technical  assistance  as  well 
as  business  and  economic  self-determination  opportunities  and  training 
programs  for  tribes. 

NCAI  worked  in  partnership  with  Energy  for  more  than  a year,  gathering 
and  coordinating  ideas  from  tribes  and  tribal  leaders  on  the  development 
of  the  new  policy.  Annual  tribal  leadership  summits  are  scheduled  for 
performance  review  of  the  new  policy's  implementation. 

Among  those  attending  the  ceremony  were  John  Daniels,  chairman  of  the 
Muckleshoot  tribe,  Samuel  Penney,  chairman  of  the  Nez  Perce  tribe,  and 
Antone  Minthorn,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  Confederated 
tribes  of  the  Umatilla  Reservation. 

Like  many  other  tribal  leaders,  Masten  expressed  the  hope  the  new  policy 
would  form  a springboard  to  deal  with  the  most  pressing  energy-related 
issues  in  Indian  country  today,  such  as  hazardous  waste  disposal  and 
mitigation  and  habitat  restoration. 

"The  tribal  governments  are  dealing  with  these  issues  within  their 
homelands,"  she  said.  "I  would  hope  that  this  (new  policy)  is  the 
secretary's  commitment  to  address  those  serious  issues." 

She  said  NCAI  will  continue  to  work  to  help  Energy  develop  protocols  and 
procedures  for  program  and  policy  implementation.  Masten  said  she  hopes 
Secretary  Richardson  will  take  the  opportunity  during  the  NCAI  conference 
in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  month  to  sit  down  and  talk  about  implementation 


policies  with  program  managers  and  start  putting  them  into  effect. 
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Thursday,  November  9,  2000 
Blue  Rodeo  sings  for  justice 
By  IAN  NATHANSON 
Ottawa  Sun 

Nothing  would  please  Leonard  Peltier  more  than  a pardon  from 
outgoing  U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton. 

Already  25  years  have  passed  since  the  Sioux-Ojibwa  Indian, 
now  56,  was  jailed  for  the  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents  on  South 
Dakota's  Pine  Ridge  reservation  back  in  1975,  a crime  for 
which  Peltier  insists  he's  innocent. 

An  outpouring  of  support  from  the  likes  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Dalai  Lama,  South  African  Archbishop  Des-mond 
Tutu,  the  European  Parliament  and  various  entertainers  -- 
including  Blue  Rodeo's  Greg  Keelor  and  Dim  Cuddy  --  wonder  if 
Clinton  will  recall  he  once  endorsed  a consideration  for 
Peltier's  release  during  his  1992  presidential  campaign. 

"What  we're  hoping  for  is  that,  you  know,  when  a president  is 
going  out,  and  he  gives  all  his  pardons  and  clemencies  and 
what  not  ...  we're  just  trying  to  get  on  that  list,"  Keelor 
says  on  the  phone  in  a flurry  of  U.S.  and  Canadian  club  dates 
with  Blue  Rodeo. 

A Peltier  supporter  to  the  nth  degree,  Keelor  and  Cuddy  bring 
Rodeo  mates  Bazil  Donovan,  lames  Gray,  Glenn  Milchem  and  Bob 
Egan  to  Barrymore's  Tuesday  for  a special  benefit  concert. 

In  many  people's  eyes,  there  appears  to  be  no  solid  evidence 
pinpointing  Peltier  as  a criminal.  Even  the  American 
government  once  admitted  they  don't  really  know  who  was 
actually  guilty. 

But  in  the  FBI's  eyes,  Peltier  remains  a threat  to  society, 
this  despite  reports  of  his  deteriorating  health.  Working  in 
the  FBI's  favour,  a parole  examiner  recommended  in  lune  that 
the  American  Indian  activist's  consecutive  life  sentences  be 
continued  until  his  next  full  parole  hearing  --  in  2008.  "It's 
just  vengeful  and  paranoid,"  Keelor  says  angrily.  "I  don't 
think  they  will  ever  admit  they  goofed. 

"What's  worse,  when  (Canada's  lustice  Minister)  Anne 
MacLellan  last  year  saw  all  the  evidence  that  has  been 
presented  over  the  years  about  the  Peltier  case,  she  just 
said,  'No,  everything's  fine.  The  American  government  acted 
well  within  the  limits  of  blah  blah  blah.'  Dust  disgusting!" 

Frank  Dreaver,  an  international  spokesperson  for  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defence  Committee,  first  drew  Keelor 's  attention  to 
Peltier's  plight  in  the  mid- '90s. 

In  October  1996,  Dreaver  collaborated  with  16  Canadian 
musicians  and  bands,  including  Keelor  and  Cuddy,  Sarah 
McLachlan  and  The  Tragically  Hip,  to  address  the  Peltier  case 
in  the  form  of  an  album  entitled  Pine  Ridge:  An  Open  Letter  to 
Allan  Rock.  (Rock  was  justice  minister  at  the  time.) 

Since  then,  Peltier  support  groups  have  sprouted  up  in 
Canada,  England,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  Australia  and 
Dapan,  and  more  than  100  in  the  U.S. 

If  the  Clinton  pardon  falls  through,  what  about  whoever  wins 
the  2000  presidential  campaign?  "(Al)  Gore  might,"  Keelor 
says.  "I  can't  see  (George)  Bush  ever  giving  a clemency  there 
because  he  wants  to  keep  those  armies  completely  on  his  side." 


Tickets  for  the  Leonard  Peltier  Benefit,  at  $38  plus 
applicable  service  charges,  with  Blue  Rodeo  go  on  sale 
tomorrow  at  2 p.m.  at  Barrymore's  and  all  Ticketmaster 
outlets.  Doors  open  at  8 p.m.  Kingston's  Luther  Wright  and  the 
Wrongs  open  the  show. 

Copyright  c.  2000,  Canoe  Limited  Partnership.  All  rights  reserved. 
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EXTREMELY  URGENT  ACTION 
From:  LPDC 

CALL  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER  : 202-456-1111 
CLEMENCY  MAY  BE  DECIDED  SOON  : IT'S  NOW  OR  NEVER 
Dear  Friends, 

We  have  some  very  exciting  news  for  everyone  ! President  Clinton  has 
publicly  confirmed  that  Leonard's  clemency  petition  has  reached  his  office, 
and  that  it  will  be  decided  one  way  or  the  other  in  the  very  near  future. 
Quite  possibly,  a decision  could  be  made  over  the  Thanksgivingn  holiday! 

It  looks  like  critical  decisions  are  being  made  in  the  White  House  RIGHT 
NOW. 

Congratulations  to  everyone  who  has  worked  so  hard  the  last  many  years  for 
Leonard.  You  have  brought  this  case  right  up  to  Clinton's  desk.  But  now  we 
must  work  harder  than  ever  for  the  next  few  weeks.  We  are  down  to  the  wire 
and  this  is  literally  a matter  of  life  and  death.  It  looks  like  Bush  will  be 
the  new  President,  and  you  know  what  that  means  for  clemency  for  Leonard. 

It  is  now  or  never  for  telling  the  White  House  how  we  feel  about  the  case. 
We  are  asking  people  to  call  every  single  day  to  the  White  House,  starting 
now,  and  up  through  December  1.  (We  will  send  out  new  information 
then). While  it  is  possible  that  a positive  decision  might  take  longer,  we 
must  make  very  sure  that  Leonard's  case  is  not  dropped  from  the  list  in  the 
early  stages. 

The  FBI  camp  has  initiated  their  own  phone  campaign  to  the  White  House 
protesting  clemency.  WE  MUST  DROWN  THEM  OUT.  Leonard's  support  across 
country  is  huge,  but  we  must  now  make  ourselves  heard,  more  than  ever. 

PLEASE  CALL  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  COMMENTS  LINE  EVER  DAY  THROUGH  DECEMBER  FIRST! 

TRY  TO  ORGANIZE  AS  MANY  FRIENDS  AND  SUPPORTERS  AS  POSSIBLE  TO  MAKE  THE  CALLS 
WITH  YOU! 

To  reach  the  White  House  Comments  Line  just  call  202-456-1111.  You  will  get 
a recording,  but  you  can  skip  it  by  dialing  "0"  for  the  live  people.  What 
counts  is  that  hundreds  of  calls  come  in  every  single  day.  Clinton  needs  to 
know  he  has  our 

full  support  for  Leonard's  release. 

You  may  get  an  operator  who  seems  very  interested  in  talking,  or  someone  who 
does  not  want  to  talk  at  all  and  doesn't  care.  This  doesn't  matter  at  all 
either.  Whoever  answers  your  call,  they  must  tally  the  total  at  the  end  of 
the  day  and  send  the  numbers  upstairs  to  Mr.  Clinton. 

Keep  the  message  courteous  and  straightforward.  Here  is  a sample  : 

1.  Identify  yourself  and  your  state. and  any  nation  you  belong  to.. any  job 
title  if  you  wish. 

2.  Explain  that  you  want  Clinton  to  immediately  and  unconditionally  release 
Mr. Peltier. 

3.  Explain  that  Mr. Peltier  never  got  a fair  trial  because  the  FBI  coerced 
witnesses  and  concealed  the  ballistics  test  reflecting  his  innocence. 


4.  Mr. Peltier  especially  deserves  clemency  because  of  his  incredible  record 
of  good  deeds  behind  bars. like  sponsoring  a Native  scholarship  program, 
adopting  children  in  Central  America,  supporting  battered  women's  centers 
and  substance  abuse  programs,  and  sponsoring  an  annual  Christmas  clothing 
and  toys  drive  for  the  children  of  Pine  Ridge. 

5.  Time  is  running  out  to  resolve  this  national  tragedy,  because  Peltier  now 
suffers  from  diabetes,  a heart  condition  and  high  blood  pressure. 

6.  Releasing  Mr. Peltier  will  be  an  important  first  step  in  national 
reconciliation  between  the  United  States  government  and  the  Native  American 
people  of  this  country. 

If  you  wish  to  write  as  well  as  call,  the  White  House  fax  number  is 
202-456-2461 

COUNTDOWN  TO  CLEMENCY  : FINAL  PHASE  : IT'S  NOW  OR  NEVER 


--LPDC 


Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 
Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  Walk  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www. f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 
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Since  Nader  saw  to  it  Bush  got  in,  we  have  only  till  mid  January  to 
convince  Clinton  to  grant  clemency  to  Leonard  Peltier. 

Demand  Clemency!  (202)456-1111 

Please  call  toll-free  at  1-800/663-9566  (press  zero  to  bypass  the 
long  recording)  from  9 am  - 5 pm  Eastern  time. 

Please  keep  the  calls  going  to  the  Whitehouse.  Leonard  Peltier  needs 
those  calls  every  day.  There  is  a weekly  phone  tree  set  up,  but  I 
call  daily.  Let  him  know  we  are  strong  by  making  those  calls. 

CALL  CALL  EVERY  DAY. . . 

Lona 


"RE;  National  Day  of  Mourning"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Nov  2000  11:10:51  -0500 

From:  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  <uainel9@idt . net> 

Subj:  National  Day  of  Mourning 

31st  NATIONAL  DAY  OF  MOURNING 
Thursday,  November  23,  2000 
12  Noon 
Cole's  Hill 

(the  hill  above  Plymouth  Rock) 

Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

Join  us  as  we  dedicate  the  31st  National  Day  of  Mourning  to  our  brother. 
Native  political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier.  Add  your  voice  to  the  millions 
worldwide  who  demand  his  freedom.  Help  us  in  our  struggle  to  create  a true 
awareness  of  Native  people  and  demonstrate  Native  unity.  Help  shatter  the 


untrue  glass  image  of  the  Pilgrims  and  the  unjust  system  based  on  racism, 
sexism,  and  homophobia. 

For  More  Information  Contact: 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England/LPSG 

PO  Box  697501,  Quincy,  MA  02269 

Phone  and  Fax:  (781)  331-3690 

E-mail:  uainel9@idt.net 

Website:  http://idt.net/~uainel9 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England 

P.0.  Box  697501  Quincy,  MA  02269  Telephone  781-331-3690  Fax  781-331 

3690  e-mail:  uainel9@idt.net 

Visit  our  website  at  http://idt.net/~uainel9 

Dear  Sisters  and 
Brothers : 

November  1,  2000 

Flere  is  an  orientation  on  National  Day  of  Mourning  2000.  We  look  forward 
to  seeing  you  in  Plymouth  on  November  23,  2000. 

WHAT  IS  NATIONAL  DAY  OF  MOURNING?  An  annual  tradition  since  1970,  Day  of 
Mourning  is  a solemn,  spiritual  and  highly  political  day.  Many  of  us  fast 
from  sundown  the  day  before  through  the  afternoon  of  that  day  (and  have  a 
social  after  Day  of  Mourning  so  that  participants  in  DOM  can  break  their 
fasts) . We  are  mourning  our  ancestors  and  the  genocide  of  our  peoples  and 
the  theft  of  our  lands.  NDOM  is  a day  when  we  mourn,  but  we  also  feel  our 
strength  in  political  action.  Over  the  years,  participants  in  Day  of 
Mourning  have  buried  Plymouth  Rocka  number  of  times,  boarded  the  Mayflower 
replica,  and  placed  ku  klux  klan  sheets  on  the  statue  of  William  Bradford, 
etc . 

WHEN  AND  WHERE  IS  DAY  OF  MOURNING?  Thursday,  November  23,  2000 
(U.S.  "thanksgiving"  day)  at  Cole's  Hill,  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  12  noon 
SHARP.  Cole's  Hill  is  the  hill  above  Plymouth  Rock  in  the  Plymouth 
historic  waterfront  area. 

WILL  THERE  BE  A MARCH?  There  will  be  a march  this  year  through 
the  historic  district  of  Plymouth.  Plymouth  has  agreed,  as  part  of  the 
settlement  of  10/19/98,  that  UAINE  may  march  on  Day  of  Mourning  without  the 
need  for  a permit  as  long  as  we  give  the  town  advance  notice. 

DRUMS:  Native  drummers  and  singers  are  welcomed.  Non-Native  or 
"mixed"  drums  are  not. 

PROGRAM:  Although  we  welcome  our  non-Native  supporters  to  stand 
with  us,  it  is  a day  when  Native  people  only  speak  about  our  history  and 
what  is  going  on  with  us  now  and  the  struggles  that  are  taking  place 
throughout  the  Americas.  Speakers  will  be  by  invitation  only. 

This  year's  NDOM  is  once  again  dedicated  to  our  brother  Leonard 
Peltier.  Please  take  the  time  to  read  the  enclosed  material  about  the 
Peltier  Walk  for  Freedom  on  December  10  in  New  York  City  and  about  the 
final  push  for  Clinton  to  grant  clemency! 

VENDORS/LITERATURE:  DOM  is  not  a pow-wow  nor  a day  to  make  money 
or  entertain  the  tourists.  We  do  not  allow  anyone  to  buy  or  sell 
merchandise  at  DOM  under  any  circumstances.  There  are  364  other  days  in 
the  year  when  people  can  do  so.  If  you  have  literature  that  is  free,  we 
will  provide  a place  for  you  to  put  it.  If  you  try  to  sell  literature  or 
other  merchandise,  our  Peacekeepers  will  ask  you  to  stop.  Native  elders 
involved  with  UAINE  and  Day  of  Mourning  since  1970  have  been  very  clear  on 
this  point.  The  only  exception  is  that  we  usually  have  a blanket  dance  to 
raise  funds  for  the  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  UAINE. 

POT-LUCK:  There  will  be  a pot-luck  social  following  DOM.  There 
are  very  limited  kitchen  facilities  in  the  social  hall,  so  please  bring 
something  that  does  not  need  to  be  cooked  or  heated.  We  ask  that  you 
respect  our  custom  that  elders,  pregnant  women  and  children  eat 
first.  People  who  do  not  respect  our  customs  will  be  asked  to  leave. 

WEATHER:  It  is  often  cold  and  very  windy.  We  cannot  predict 
whether  there  will  be  rain  or  snow.  Please  dress  for  the  weather.  Dress 
in  layers,  and  remember  that  you  will  be  standing  outside  on  cold  ground 


for  at  least  a couple  of  hours. 

TRANSPORTATION:  Limited  bus  seats  will  be  available  from 
Boston.  Contact  the  Boston  International  Action  Center  at  (617)  522-6626. 

FUNDING:  UAINE  is  in  serious  need  of  monetary  donations  for  Day 
of  Mourning  2000,  so  that  we  may  purchase  paper  products  and  other  items 
for  the  social,  for  printing  and  mailing,  tables  and  chairs,  sound  and 
stage,  you  name  it!  Please  give  whatever  you  can  afford  to  help  with  this 
historic  event. 

CAN'T  GET  TO  DAY  OF  MOURNING?  Some  people  who  live  too  far  away 
to  travel  are  having  a Day  of  Mourning  right  where  they  live.  We  encourage 
people  to  take  steps  locally  to  increase  awareness  about  past  and 
continuing  mistreatment  of  Native  peoples. 


Name : 

Address : 

Phone: E-mail 

Organization : 

I'm  enclosing  a donation  of  $ to  help  UAINE  with  National  Day 

of  Mourning. 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England 

P.0.  Box  697501  Quincy,  MA  02269  (781)  331-3690  uainel9@idt.net 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER  NOW! 

Please  get  involved  with  the  Countdown  to  Clemency  Campaign  for  Leonard 
Peltier,  and  please  plan  to  march  in  New  York  City  on  December  10.  For 
more  information,  go  to  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  website: 
http : //www . f reepeltier . org/ countdown_f lyerl . htm#top 

loin  the  Counter-Inaugural  in  Washington,  DC  on  January  20.  For  more 
information,  go  to  the  International  Action  Center  website: 
http : //www . iacenter . org/ stop_dmachine . htm 

Free  Mumia  Abu  Jamal!  http://www.mumia2000.org/ 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  6 November  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolFlill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


WORTH  A WEB  CRAWL 


Date:  Wed,  08  Nov  2000  09:54:56  -0500 

From:  "Michael  0.  Patterson"  <Michael_0._Patterson@hud.gov> 

Subj : (no  subject) 

Manitonquat,  a Wampanoag  nation  elder,  storyteller,  [and  keeper  of  the 
lore  of  the  Assonet  band]  has  been  working  with  other  Wampanoag  elders 
in  a prison  program  for  30  years,  in  3 states.  He  wrote  a book.  Ending 
Violent  Crime,  which  can  be  downloaded  free  at 
http : //www . eepo . com . au/~victor/endviol . htm 


Date:  Thu,  9 Nov  2000  19:45:52  -0600 

From:  Pat  Rasmussen  <prasmussen@igc . org>  (by  way  of  Native  Forest  Network) 
Subj:  Letter  from  Rodolfo  and  Teodoro  in  3ail  in  Guerrero 

LETTER  FROM  RODOLFO  AND  TEODORO  IN  3 OIL  IN  GUERRERO: 

For  background  information  on  the  campaign  to  free  Rodolfo  Montiel 
Flores  and  Teodoro  Cabrera,  see: 

http : //www. sierraclub.org/human-rights/Mexico/action .asp 

'From  the  Regional  Prison  of  Iguala,  Guerrero  state,  we  would  like  to 
greet  all  our  friends,  of  all  ages,  from  all  around  the  world.  We  would 
like  to  send  our  sincere  and  loving  greetings  to  the  civil  and  religious 
organizations,  as  well  as  to  the  environmental  organizations  and  the 

political  parties  that  fight  for  democracy  and  love  and  respect  for 

others,  to  the  media,  human  rights  organizations,  like  Miguel  Agustin 
Pro,  and  other  national  and  local  ones;  and  to  our  families,  we  would 
like  to  thank  them  for  the  great  support  that  they  have  given  us  and 

we  hope  that  they  keep  up  their  spirits  and  that  we  can  increase  our 

efforts  to  protect  all  forms  of  life.  We  must  look  after  our  forests, 
our  springs,  our  rivers  and  our  wild  animals;  in  fact  all  our  natural 
resources.  There  is  still  time  to  fight  for  a new  world,  full  of  peace 
and  harmony. 

Dear  friends,  we  must  not  exchange  the  future  of  our  children  for  a 
few  coins.  Let's  be  united,  hand  in  hand  with  this  new  world  that  is  for 
all  of  us.  Dear  family,  we  repeat  our  commitment  from  behind  the 
bars.  This  is  not  goodbye,  but  see  you  soon.  With  courage,  good  luck 
and  faith  anything  can  be  achieved. 

Sincerely, 

The  environmentalist  peasant  farmers  of  the  Mountains  of  Petatlan 
and  Coyuca  de  Catalan.' 

Rodolfo  Montiel  Flores  (signature) 

Teodoro  Cabrera  Garcia  (finger  print)' 

(Original  in  Spanish) 

'Desde  el  Reclusorio  Regional  de  Iguala,  Gro.,  nos  permitimos 
saludar  a todos  nuestros  amigos  y amigas  de  todas  la  edades  y del 
mundo  entero.  Les  enviamos  un  cordial  saludo  con  todo  el  carino  y 
respeto  a las  organizaciones  civiles  y eclesiasticas  y ecologistas  y 
partidos  politicos  que  luchan  por  la  democracia,  el  amor  y el  respeto 
para  los  demas;  a los  medios  de  comunicacion,  a los  derechos 
humanos  Miguel  Agustin  Pro  y estatal  y nacional  y a nuestras 
familias  queremos  decirles  gracias  por  el  gran  apoyo  que  nos  han 
brindado  y esperamos  que  no  dejen  caer  el  animo  y doblemos 
nuestros  esfuerzos  en  favor  de  la  vida.  Cuidemos  nuestros  bosques, 
nuestros  manantiales,  nuestros  rios  y la  fauna  silvestre;  en  fin  todos 
los  recursos  naturales.  Todavia  es  tiempo  que  luchemos  por  un 
mundo  nuevo  y lleno  de  paz  y armonia. 

Bien  companeros  no  cambiemos  el  futuro  de  nuestros  hijos  por  unas 
cuantas  monedas.  Vallamos  juntos,  unidos  a ese  nuevo  mundo  que 
es  de  todos  y para  todos.  Bien  familia,  reiteramos  nuestro 
compromiso  desde  detras  de  las  rejas.  No  les  decimos  adios  sino 
hasta  luego.  Con  animo,  suerte  y fe  todo  puede  ser. 

Atentamente  los  campesinos  ecologistas  de  la  Sierra  de  Petatlan  y 
Coyuca  de  Catalan.' 


Rodolfo  Montiel  Flores  (rubrica)  y 
Teodoro  Cabrera  Garcia  (huella  digital) 

Pat  Rasmussen 
prasmussen@igc .apc.org 
PO  Box  154 
Peshastin,  WA  98847 
Phone:  509-548-7640 


Date:  Mon,  13  Nov  2000  20:33:14  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Valerie  Scott  <naps_ca@yahoo . com> 

Subj : Native  Prisoner  Requests  Help 

Dear  Gary, 

Could  you  please  post  the  following  in  this  week's 
issue  of  Wotanging.  Thank  you,  as  always. 

Valerie  Scott 

Native  American  Prisoner  Support  (NAPS) 


13  November  2000 

This  letter  is  written  on  behalf  of: 

John  Eldridge  #86881 
Box  777,  E2-23 

Canon  City,  CO  81215 

Mr.  Eldridge  is  a Cherokee  prisoner,  who  has  been  in  23-hour  lock-down 
(isolation)  for  4 years,  an  unusually  long  and  cruel  punishment.  As  a 
result,  he  has  suffered  from  some  mental  problems  for  which  he  was  sent  to 
San  Carlos  (a  prison  mental  hospital),  where  he  spent  17  months  without 
any  rehabilitation. 

Upon  his  return  to  Colorado  State  Penitentiary,  he  was  told  that  he 
would  be  moved  directly  to  a progressive  unit  (with  access  to  open 
population),  which  of  course  was  not  the  case.  He  was  then  required  to 
take  additional  classes  (which  he  did),  that  extended  his  stay  in 
isolation  beyond  the  norm. 

Since  Mr.  Eldridge  was  denied  due  process,  he  attempted  to  file 
grievances  which  were  denied  (and  now  litigation),  for  which  he  is  still 
facing  retaliation  from  prison  officials,  which  includes:  23-hour  lock- 
down  (in  reality,  closer  to  24-hours);  denial  to  progress  out  of  a maximum 
facility;  and  denial  of  a transfer  to  Vermont. 

Mr.  Eldridge  states  that  this  prison  uses  their  progressive  unit  as  a 
means  to  torment  and  punish  prisoners,  and  denies  prisoners  the  right  to 
file  grievances  in  this  regard,  because  the  prison  argues  this  is  a 
classification  issue.  Having  endured  this  punishment  for  4 years,  Mr. 
Eldridge  feels  this  process  "violates  and  tortures  souls  with  no  recourse" 
He  further  states  that  denial  to  the  progressive  unit  is  happening  to 
numerous  prisoners,  but  they  are  afraid  to  speak  out  because  of 
retaliations . 

Mr.  Eldridge' s family  have  tried  to  help  him  obtain  his  move  to  the 
progressive  unit,  as  well  as  his  transfer  to  Vermont,  but  are  constantly 
lied  to  by  prison  officials.  Therefore,  he  is  requesting  that  as  many 
people  as  possible  write  to  the  officials  listed  at  the  end  of  this  letter 
concerning  the  violation  of  policies  pertaining  to  the  progressive  unit, 
his  lengthy  stay  in  isolation,  and  his  transfer  to  Vermont.  He  believes 
that  numerous  letters  will  help  the  other  prisoners  facing  similar 
problems  regarding  the  progressive  unit. 

Mr.  Eldridge  recently  filed  two  Rule  #106s  (Abuse  of  Discretion),  with 
the  local  court  house,  and  expects  further  retaliation  from  prison 
officials . 

Finally,  he  is  in  need  of  someone  living  in  Vermont  to  act  as  a contact 
person  and  to  assist  with  his  transfer  papers.  Without  such  a person,  his 
transfer  will  never  happen.  If  you  are  willing  to  assist,  please  write 
directly  to  Mr.  Eldridge  at  the  address  listed  at  the  top  of  this  letter. 
Thank  you  for  your  time  and  assistance.  Please  feel 
free  to  post  widely. 


Sincerely 
Valerie  Scott 

Native  American  Prisoner  Support  (NAPS) 

American  Indian  Religious  Rights  Foundations  (AIRR) 

Prison  officials  to  contact: 

Warden  Gene  Atherton 
Colorado  State  Penitentiary 
Box  777 

Canon  City,  CO  81215 
phone:  (719)  269-5120 

John  Suthers,  Executive  Director 
Colorado  Dept,  of  Corrections 
2862  South  Circle  Drive 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80906-4195 
phone:  (719)  579-9580 
fax:  (719)  226-4455 

Bill  Zalman 

Classification,  Inmate  Movement 
same  DOC  address  as  above 


NAPS  (Native  American  Prisoner  Support) 
http : //www. hri .ca/partners/naps/ 

--  - - -ATZAT  &F  &S1  &C1  &K3  &Q5  S46=136  &W1  &Y1 

I 

New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640479,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Tue,  07  Nov  2000  22:24:39  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix.net> 

Subj : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School  - September  16,  1887  - THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 


newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA. 
FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16,  1887  NO.  6 


BANG  AWAY! 


First  be  sure  you're  in  the  right. 
In  whate'er  you  wish  to  do. 

Even  though  you  have  to  fight 
All  the  world  to  push  it  through: 
Then  bang  away. 

Let  no  feeling  of  dismay 
Overpower  your  single  aim. 

Lest  the  world  may  truly  say 
To  success  you  have  no  claim; 

So  bang  away. 

Fate  disdains  a coward  heart. 

So  do  you,  I dare  to  say; 

Let  that  never  be  your  part; 
Whether  work  or  whether  play: 

Bang  away. 


HOME  DIFFICULTIES  OF  A YOUNG  INDIAN  GIRL. 


An  Indian  girl  once  attended  the  Carlisle  school  for  a term  of  five 
years,  and  learned  how  to  sew,  to  cook  nicely,  to  bake  bread  and  cake 
very  well,  to  keep  a nice  house  and  to  speak  English. 

She  also  kept  herself  looking  neat,  and  was  polite  and  lady-like  in 
her  manner. 

It  came  time  finally  for  her  to  go  home.  She  wanted  to  go  home.  She 
wanted  to  see  her  people,  she  said,  and  tell  them  about  what  she  had 
learned  here. 

When  she  got  home,  she  found  her  people  living  in  a small  log  house, 
with  only  one  room.  When  she  saw  the  outside  of  the  house,  she  felt  a 
little  disappointed,  but  said  to  herself,  "Well,  that  is  better  than  a 
tent,  anyhow." 

When  she  opened  the  door  and  looked  in,  she  saw  there  was  no  board 
floor,  and  but  one  or  two  broken  chairs  for  seats. 

There  was  a stove,  a table,  a trunk,  three  beds  and  a few  boxes  for 
furniture . 

The  one  small  window  was  so  dirty  it  was  impossible  to  see  through  it. 

From  the  logs  over  head  and  in  every  corner,  there  were  large  spider 
webs  full  of  dust. 

Meat  bones,  old  rags,  pieces  of  Indian  bread,  scraps  of  greasy  bacon 
and  other  filthy  trash  littered  the  ground  floor,  while  the  air  in  the 
house  was  full  of  tobacco  smoke  and  other  vile  odors. 

The  mother's  calico  sack  and  skirt  had  never  seen  water,  and  the  hands 
and  faces  of  the  little  home  group  were  grimed  with  grease.  The  welcome 
was  cordial  and  they  gave  the  returned  daughter  the  best  seat  in  the 
house.  She  talked  and  answered  all  their  questions  as  pleasantly  as  she 
could,  and  her  people  seemed  very  happy  because  she  had  come  back. 

When  supper  was  ready  they  gave  her  the  best  dish  and  the  best  part  of 
the  meat,  the  largest  piece  of  Indian  bread  and  the  only  stone  china  cup 
they  had.  This  had  once  seen  a handle,  but  now  only  a small  piece  of  a 
handle  was  there. 

The  poor  girl  could  not  eat.  She  had  seen  her  mother  cut  the  meat 
with  a knife  wiped  but  a moment  before  on  her  moccasin. 


She  had  noticed  how  they  washed  the  dishes  with  some  dry  filthy  rags 
that  were  lying  about  the  floor. 

She  saw  her  mother  tear  a piece  of  cloth  from  her  underskirt  which  was 
very  tender  with  age,  to  clean  the  spoons  with. 

No!  She  could  not  eat,  and  she  did  not  like  to  tell  her  friends  why. 

Oh,  there  was  such  a lump  in  the  bereaved  girl's  throat;  and  as  she 
glanced  around  and  saw  the  condition  of  things,  a big  tear  stole  down 
her  hot  cheek. 

"Is  this  home?"  she  asked  herself  time  and  again,  all  the  while 
talking  away  as  fast  as  she  could  to  conceal  her  true  feelings. 

"Oh,  dear!  "Oh,  dear!  If  I had  only  known  this  I shouldn't  have  come 
back  just  yet.  I did  know  it  once,  but  I thought  my  people  by  this  time 
had  improved.  When  I heard  they  lived  in  a house  instead  of  a tent  I 
was  so  happy  but  I am  not  happy  now  that  I am  here.  This  home  is  worse 
than  a tent.  We  used  to  move  our  tent  when  the  surroundings  were  so 
filthy  we  could  not  stand  it,  but  we  can't  move  this  heavy  house  and 
everything  is  so  dirty. 

"I  wish  I could  go  back  to  school  this  very  night. 

"Ugh!  just  look  at  that  filthy  bed.  I wonder  where  I am  to  sleep.  I 
am  afraid  to  sleep  under  any  of  that  bedding.  It  must  be  full  of 
creeping  things. 

"Oh,  if  I only  had  my  nice  clean  bed,  at  school  with  clean  sheets  and 
comfortable  pillow. 

"Dear,  Dear!  How  can  I stand  this?  What  shall  I do  in  this  wretched 
place?" 

She  talked  pleasantly  and  was  kind  and 


Continued  on  Fourth  Page. 
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The  Indian  Helper. 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY,  AT  THE  INDIAN 
INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA.  BY  THE 
INDIAN  PRINTER  BOYS. 


Price:  - 10  cents  a year. 

(Five  cents  extra  for  every  change  of  address 
after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-Man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


The  INDIAN  HELPER  is  paid  for  in  advance,  so  do  not  hesitate  to  take 
the  paper  from  the  Post  Office,  for  fear  a bill  will  be  presented. 


We  seem  to  have  four  kinds  of  people,  those  who  are  on  the  move 
backward,  those  who  are  standing  still,  and  those  who  are  going  to  start 
in  some  direction  soon.  -Uncle  Isaak's  Wisdom  in  Century. 


Abram  Platt  has  been  heard  from.  He  is  at  his  home  at  Pawnee  Agency, 
Indian  Territory  and  doing  well.  The  picture  he  drew  in  his  letter  of 
the  Man-on-the-band-stand  was  more  funny  than  correct. 


There  is  a little  matter  that  some  of  our  boys  need  pushing  up  about. 
It  is  this.  They  do  not  save  their  dollars  and  cents.  It  is  necessary 
if  you  ever  expect  to  own  anything  in  this  world  to  be  saving  of  money. 
Save  your  money  so  as  to  have  something  to  begin  business  with. 


"Who  knows  not,  and  knows  not  that  he  knows  not,  is  a fool  - shun  him. 


Who  knows  not  and  knows  that  he  knows  not,  is  humble  - teach  him. 
Who  knows,  but  knows  not  that  he  knows,  is  asleep  - wake  him. 

Who  knows  and  knows  that  he  knows,  is  wise  - follow  him."  -Arab 
Proverb. 


We  have  a nice  letter  from  Miss  Millie  Cuny,  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Agency 
school,  who  wishes  the  HELPER  and  MORNING  STAR,  Miss  Millie  had  just 
returned  from  the  Whites'  Institute,  Wabash,  Indiana,  when  Miss  Irvine 
and  Miss  Burgess  were  at  Pine  Ridge  in  Duly,  for  pupils  from  Carlisle, 
and  was  employed  at  once  in  the  Agency  boarding  school  as  Assistant 
Matron.  She  went  about  her  duties  in  a quiet,  dignified  and  competent 
way,  a credit  to  her  teachers  and  to  her  race. 

What  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  likes  to  see: 

The  girls  lady-like. 

The  boys  gentlemanly  in  manner. 

Boys  put  on  their  coats  when  they  go  out  in  the  rain. 

Every  one  polite  at  table,  old  and  young,  white,  red  and  black. 

A great  many  take  part  in  our  Sunday  evening  meetings. 

The  girls  reading  and  studying,  out  of  school  hours. 

A person  forgets  herself  and  her  friends,  and  thinks  sometimes  of 
other  people  and  their  friends. 

Our  beautiful  Sunday  flag  wave  in  the  breeze. 

Etc. 


Frank  D.  Aveline,  who  took  a course  at  Carlisle  and  has  for  the  past 
year  or  two  worked  at  his  trade  in  Newark,  N.D.,  sends  ten  cents  for  the 
HELPER  another  year,  with  the  words,  "I  find  it  very  interesting 
indeed . " 


A letter  from  Maggie  Stands  Looking  Belt,  of  Pine  Ridge  Agency,  says 
she  has  a splendid  little  boy  baby,  and  it  is  as  nice  as  any  white  baby 
she  ever  say.  Maggie  is  happy  and  doing  nicely. 


If  you  wish  to  take  the  Indian  Helper  another  year,  hand  your  name  and 
ten  cents  to  Dennison  Wheelock,  or  if  you  have  not  the  ten  cents,  and 
have  money  in  the  bank,  Dennison  will  fix  it  right  with  Miss  Ely,  if  he 
has  your  order. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Almarine  Briggs,  their  sister  Mrs.  Edward  Smith,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Atkinson  and  niece  Mrs.  Smith,  all  of  Bucks  County,  called  at 
the  school  on  Sunday,  having  stopped  over  in  Carlisle  on  their  way  to 
Gettysburg  from  Luray  Caverns,  on  their  return  trip  home. 


The  following  girls  returned  from  country  homes  this  week  to  attend 
school  here  this  winter.  We  will  give  the  boys'  names  next  week: 

Rebecca  Bigstar,  Irene  Horse  Looking,  Dulia  Logan,  Agnes  Howard, 

Martha  Napawat,  Laura  Reid,  Hope  Blueteeth,  Mary  Bailey,  Belle  Logan, 
Dessie  Prescott,  Nellie  Aspenall,  Demima  Wheelock,  Etta  Robertson,  Phebe 
Howell,  Rose  Howell,  Susie  Gray,  Isadore  Labidie,  Madge  Nason,  Clara 
Faber,  Lizzie  Dubray,  Dennie  Conners,  Louisa  Smith,  Dulia  Bent,  Dennie 
Black,  Delia  Hicks,  Edith  Abner,  Ida  Whiteface,  Sarah  Lyon,  Dulia  Old 
Camp,  Lucinda  Clinton,  Nellie  Iddings,  Meta  Atsye,  Dulia  Powlas, 

Cornelia  Kowitesy,  May  Paisano,  Florence  Walton,  Annie  Lockwood,  Bertha 
Nason,  Demima  Two  Elks,  Mattie  Kuhno. 


(P-  3) 

Rain ! 

It  poured! 

The  grass  liked  it! 

Too  much  for  some  folks! 

Are  we  going  to  have  electric  lights? 

When  are  we  to  have  our  new  chapel  lamps? 


The  band  boys  now  play  many  very  pretty  tunes. 


No  small  work  to  prepare  lunch  for  the  200  Philadelphia  paraders. 


Work  on  Little  Boys'  Quarters  and  gymnasium  went  slowly  this  week  on 
account  of  rain. 


All  the  printers  have  gone  off  to  Philadelphia,  and  left  the  chief 
clerk  alone  to  mail  the  7000  HELPERS. 


112  pupils  in  all  returned  Monday  and  Tuesday,  from  country  homes. 
Such  a jolly  handshaking  we  did  have! 


A letter  from  Theodore  McCauley  says  he  hopes  we  do  not  feel  sorry  he 
has  gone  to  the  Genoa  School.  Do  we? 


If  pupils  on  farms  want  "The  Morning  Star,"  let  them  send  fifty  cents, 
then  they  will  be  sure  to  get  a copy  every  month. 


The  second-hand  carpets  and  matting  lately  received,  help  out 
wonderfully  in  making  the  offices  and  teachers'  rooms  comfortable  and 
neat . 


No  study  hour  this  week,  and  the  boys  received  extra  drill  in 
marching.  Considering  that  there  are  so  many  new  boys  now  in  ranks, 
they  do  wonderfully  well. 


Capt.  J.O.  Skinner,  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.S.A.,  visited  the  school 
Tuesday.  Capt.  Skinner  was  post  surgeon  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  and 
attended  the  prisoners  there  in  1875  and  '76. 


QUESTION  FROM  CHICAGO  LADY:  - "Is  not  that  barrel  almost  filled?"  No. 
We  are  packing  it  tightly  to  stop  the  leakage  of  large  clubs  which  began 
about  a year  ago. 


It  is  the  One  hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  that  the  people  of  Philadelphia  celebrate  this  week. 
Boys,  learn  this  line  so  you  can  tell  what  you  went  to  take  part  in. 


Nellie  Aspenall  brought  a cake  to  the  teachers'  club,  when  she  came 
back  from  her  farm  home  Monday  evening,  and  it  was  delicious.  The  best 
part  of  it  was  that  she  make  it  all  herself.  Jennie  Mitchell's  cookies 
that  Capt.  Pratt  found  on  his  desk  were  excellent,  too. 

Our  New  Clock. 

WHEREAS:  We,  the  large  boys  and  members  of  the  Carlisle  Indian  School, 
have  become  the  recipients  of  a valuable,  beautiful  and  useful  clock, 
which  has  been  placed  in  our  new  Assembly-room  from  our  esteemed  friend 
Mr.  L.L.  Mason,  of  Jamestown,  New  York;  and  to  show  our  true 
appreciation  of  it.  We  hereby  extend  our  hearty  thanks. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  above  be  sent  to  Mr.  Mason,  and  a copy  to 
THE  INDIAN  HELPER,  for  publication. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  LOCK,  Sioux,  | 

C.P.  CORNELIUS,  Oneida,  | -Committee. 

JOSHUA  H.  GIVEN,  Kiowa,  j 


Isaac  Williams  thinks  we  make  a mistake  every  time  we  say  new  Boys' 
Quarters.  He  forgets  that  the  name  of  the  building  is  "Boys'  Quarters. 


Dr.  Given  returned  from  Washington.  He  says  that  the  Medical 
Convention  was  a wonderful  gathering  of  renowned  Doctors  from  all  parts 
of  the  world. 


Girls,  never  mind!  We  will  go  some  where  that  the  boys  can't  go 
sometimes,  maybe.  They  will  be  tired  enough  when  they  get  back  from 
Philadelphia  today. 


Luther  Kuhns,  Charlie  Wolf,  Lyman  Kennedy,  Wm.  Morgan  and  Wallace 
Scott  renewed  subscription  after  coming  from  farm,  and  brought  some 
names  of  their  friends.  That  is  business. 


Miss  Irvine  went  the  rounds  of  the  new  Boys  Quarters  on  Monday 
evening,  before  assuming  regular  duties  in  her  own  quarters.  Tuesday 
morning,  after  a months  leave.  Her  delight  at  the  cosy  rooms  and  many 
conveniences  the  boys  now  enjoy  over  their  old  dormitories,  was 
expressed  in  enthusiastic  exclamations  at  every  turn. 


On  Sunday  morning  one  of  the  late  arrivals  from  Dakota  failed  to  put 
in  an  appearance  at  the  kitchen,  his  place  of  work  for  the  month.  A 
young  Apache  cook  was  dispatched  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  the 
newcomer,  and  to  escort  him  to  his  place  of  duty.  On  finding  him  the 
boy  remonstrated  and  the  following  colloquy  ensued: 

Apache:  "Yes,  you  come." 

Sioux:  "Nup." 

Apache:  "Yes,  you  must.  Come  on,  quick." 

Sioux:  "Me  no  work  Sunday." 

Apache:  "That's  all  right.  Then  you  no  eat... 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  Mr.  Sioux  saw  force  in  the  argument  and 
without  recourse  to  more,  severe  measures  repaired  to  the  kitchen,  where 
he  has  since  done  excellent  duty. 
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polite,  her  thoughts  running  on  in  this  busy  fashion  all  the  while;  but 
finally  she  excused  herself  from  the  company,  and  stepped  quickly  to  the 
door . 

Over  there  was  a ravine,  and  some  Cool  running  water.  Over  there  she 
went  and  on  the  banks  of  a pretty  little  stream,  she  threw  herself  upon 
the  ground  and  with  face  buried  in  her  handkerchief  cried  as  though  her 
heart  would  break.  There  we  will  leave  her  for  the  present,  and  see 
next  week  what  she  did  when  she  got  over  her  cry. 


THE  ROAD  TO  SUCCESS. 


Benjamin  Franklin,  as  a young  man,  lived  on  bread  and  water  that  he 
might  buy  books. 

Horace  Greeley  laid  down  on  a rude  floor  and  studied  by  the  light  of 
blazing  pineknots. 

So  did  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  walked  nine  miles  a day  to  school  also. 

A New  England  Judge  gave  his  son  a thousand  dollars,  telling  him  to  go 
through  college  with  it.  He  returned  at  the  end  of  one  year  without  a 
dollar,  but  with  a number  of  bad  habits.  At  the  close  of  vacation  the 
father  said,  "Well,  William  are  you  going  to  college  this  year?" 

"Have  no  money,  father." 

"But  I gave  you  a thousand  dollars  to  graduate  on." 

"It's  all  gone  father." 

"Very  well,  my  son;  it  was  all  I had  to  give  you,  you  can't  stay  here, 
you  must  now  pay  your  own  way  in  the  world." 

A new  light  broke  in  upon  the  vision  of  the  astonished  young  man.  He 
took  in  the  situation,  determined  to  make  the  best  of  it,  taught  school, 
re-entered  college,  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class,  studied  law, 
became  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  entered  the  Cabinet  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  made  a record  for  himself  which  has 
made  his  name  famous,  being  none  other  than  that  of  William  H.  Seward. 

A homely  looking  boy,  who  entered  Dickinson  College  some  forty  years 
ago,  and  such  a struggle  with  poverty  that  for  a long  time  he  lived  an 
even  poorer  fare  than  many  slabs  of  that  day  having  a few  pounds  of  corn 
meal  each  Monday,  which  he  mixed  with  water  and  baked  into  cakes,  and 
made  these  last  him  through  the  week. 

He  subsequently  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  ministers  of  the 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  his  untimely  death, 
would  undoubtedly  now  be  occupying  the  highest  position  his  church  has 
to  bestow. 

A colored  youth,  who  was  one  of  the  early  student  of  the  Centenary 
Biblical  Institute,  finding  he  could  not  afford  the  seventy  cents  a week 
it  required  for  boarding  in  the  club  at  that  time,  made  an  arrangement 
with  a baker  to  take  several  loaves  of  stale  bread  at  a greatly 
reduced  rate,  and  with  a little  milk  added  to  this  hard  fare  he  worked 
his  way  through  successfully. 

He  is  now  Principal  of  the  Delaware  Conference  Academy,  one  of  the 
branch  schools  of  the  Institute. 

It  requires  hard  study  and  a never-give-up  spirit  to  get  up  the  hill 
of  learning. 

Everytime  we  get  on  a DON'T-CARE  spirit  we  are  slipping  backwards. 

Can't  we  Indian  boys  and  girls  take  the  same  road  that  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Abraham  Lincoln  and  other  great  men  followed? 

If  we  see  no  way  to  get  books,  or  to  get  all  the  time  we  think  we 
ought  ot  have,  let  us  MAKE  A WAY. 

Be  Independent! 

This  is  the  road  to  success. 

The  boy  that  depends  upon  BEGGING  from  friends  will  never  reach 
SUCCESS. 


A Puzzle. 

How  to  cut  an  old  Postal  card  so  it  may  go  over  your  head  and  be  taken 
off  over  your  feet. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  "Sunshine." 

With  a sharp  knife  slit  the  postal  card  lengthwise  across  the  center, 
but  do  not  quite  sever  it  at  the  ends. 

Through  the  ends  of  this  slit  and  parallel  to  the  sides  of  the  card,  a 
sixteenth  or  an  eighth  of  an  inch  away,  make  another  slit  not  quite 
severing  at  top  and  bottom. 

Now  just  inside  of  this  last  slit,  make  another  parallel  to  it  which 
starts  from  the  extreme  top  of  the  card  and  runs  almost  to  the  long 
middle  slit. 

Dust  inside  of  that  slit  cut  another  staring  at  the  mniddle  slit  and 
running  nearly  to  the  top;  alternate  slits  like  these  top  and  bottom, 
give  one  continuous  piece  which  may  be  slipped  over  the  head  and  taken 
off  over  the  feet.  Practice  with  paper  just  the  size  of  a postal  card 
if  you  have  no  card. 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. ) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajoe  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  6 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


At  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  is  published  monthly  an  eight-page 
quarto  of  standard  size,  called  THE  MORNING  STAR,  the  mechanical  part  of 
which  is  done  entirely  by  Indian  boys.  This  paper  is  valuable  as  a 
summary  of  information  on  Indian  matters,  and  contains  writings  by 
Indian  pupils  and  local  incidents  of  the  school.  Terms:  Fifty  cents  a 
year,  in  advance. 


Sample  copies  sent  free. 

Address,  MORNING  STAR,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

For  1,  2 and  3 subscribers  for  THE  STAR  we  give  the  same  premiums 
offered  in  Standing  Offer  for  the  HELPER. 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 

"RE : Rustywire:  4 Indian  Boys  and  Thanksgving"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Nov  2000  00:07:15  -0000 

From:  "lohn  Rustywire"  <rustywire@hotmail . com> 

Subj : 4 Indian  boys  & Thanksgiving 

Mailing  List:  indigenous_peoples_literature@egroups.com 

One  time  my  college  roommate  ran  into  the  room  and  said  our  neighbors 
next  door,  Harley  a Zuni  and  Bob,  a Southern  Cheyenne  had  gotten  big 
bucks  and  wanted  to  treat  us  out  to  eat.  We  were  ready  in  flash,  we 
were  always  hungry  so  we  went  out  and  ate. 

My  roommate,  Mike  was  a Sioux,  and  I the  Navajoj  many  times  the  four 
of  us  would  get  together  with  a big  bass  drum  and  we  would  go  into 
the  main  living  room  of  the  dorm  and  sing  Indian  songs.  We  would  sing 
songs  we  knew  and  invite  other  skins  to  sing  with  us  and  we  would  do 
this  every  once  in  a while.  We  had  a good  time.  The  room  would  fill 
up  with  the  other  students  and  pretty  soon  we  had  a crowd  standing 
around  us.  We  would  teach  each  other  our  own  tribal  songs  and  would 
really  wail.  These  three  were  my  brothers  and  we  did  a lot  of  things 
together,  and  one  of  them  was  to  eat. 

We  were  in  college  and  always  looking  for  free  meal.  There  were  these 
girls  from  Onandagawa,  New  York,  Seneca  girls  and  we  would  see  them 
all  the  time  and  follow  them  back  to  the  their  apartment  and  munch  on 
what  was  around  the  place.  It  was  a thing  with  us,  we  had  a 
reputation  as  munchers,  always  asking  for  food.  There  were  some  other 
girls  who  were  from  Zuni  and  the  Pueblos,  we  used  to  go  see  them, 
they  were  in  the  next  complex  and  we  would  munch  down  whatever  they 
had.  They  were  good  cooks,  those  Pueblo  girls  can  really  cook,  so  can 
those  Senecas.  There  was  some  other  girls  we  knew  who  were  not  Indian 
but  were  from  places  like  Chicago,  San  Antonio,  Seattle,  who  sure 
could  cook,  too.  We  used  to  go  see  them  and  after  a while  they  all 
would  bring  us  treats  like  cookies,  cake  and  stuff  like  that, 
dropping  it  off  at  our  dorm. 

Thanksgiving  was  coming  up  and  since  all  four  of  us  room  mates  were 
going  home  we  made  a big  deal  of  eating  something  for  Thanksgiving. 

You  have  to  understand  we  were  always  broke,  but  managed  to  go  out 
somehow  once  in  a while.  Well  we  all  sort  of  said  to  each  of  these 
girls  that  we  didn't  want  to  eat  turkey  in  the  student  union,  so  we 
could  get  a free  Thanksgiving  meal  from  somebody.  The  day  after  class 
let  out  for  the  holiday  we  each  got  an  invitation  to  eat  with  the 
Pueblo  girls,  and  then  one  from  the  Senecas  and  one  from  our  friends 
who  were  pale  faces.  We  talked  about  it  and  figured  we  would  just  go 
to  one  dinner  and  beg  off  that  we  forgot  about  the  other  dinners 
later. 

At  11  AM,  Becky  Lasiloo  and  her  Pueblo  and  a couple  of  Lumbee  girls 
from  North  Carolina  laid  out  a spread  you  would  not  believe  and  they 
watched  us  four  eat.  We  were  young,  and  helped  ourselves  to 
everything  they  had.  They  offered  more  they  couldn't  take  no  for  an 
answer  and  so  we  ate  good.  We  joked  and  laughed  and  had  a good  time. 

Afterward  we  were  on  our  way  back  to  the  dorm,  when  Sue  limerson  and 
other  Seneca  girls  picked  us  up  and  took  us  to  their  apartment.  There 
in  their  living  room  they  had  borrowed  a big  dining  table, 
tablecloth,  and  real  silverware,  just  like  in  a fine  restaurant.  They 
had  turkey  with  all  the  trimmings.  Now  Mike  was  a big  eater,  so  we 
sat  down  and  started  to  eat.  The  taste  of  turkey  gets  kind  of  old  the 


second  time  around  when  your  are  already  full.  What  could  we  do,  we 
didn't  tell  them  about  the  first  dinner,  so  we  ate  again,  but 
couldn't  eat  desert.  We  had  a good  meal;  good  conversation  and  they 
made  us  eat. 

We  then  walked  back  to  our  dorm,  when  Sally  and  girls  in  the  next 
complex  came  over  and  said,  we  fixed  a meal  for  you  guys.  Mike  looked 
at  me  and  we  smiled  faintly,  then  he  went  next  door  and  told  Harley 
and  Bob  the  girls  had  fixed  us  Thanksgiving  dinner.  We  looked  at  each 
other;  we  didn't  have  to  say  anything  it  was  all  in  the  look.  We  made 
our  way  over  there  and  they  had  quite  a spread.  We  stood  there  and 
looked  at  all  the  food,  those  girls  standing  there  so  proud  of  their 
meal . 

We  sat  down  and  started  to  play  with  the  food,  but  they  wouldn't  let 
us  alone.  Harley  started  to  say  we  had  already  eaten,  and  the  girl's 
reaction  was  not  good.  They  told  us  they  were  going  to  throw  the  food 
out  if  we  did  not  eat  and  they  had  spent  a good  part  of  the  day 
fixing  it  for  us.  All  four  of  us  sat  there  and  ate;  trying  to  smile 
and  talk,  but  it  was  a tough  meal  to  get  through.  We  sort  finished 
part  of  the  meal  and  they  made  us  stay  for  desert.  We  went  into  their 
living  room,  they  wanted  to  know  how  the  meal  turned  out,  we  told 
them  it  was  good,  and  the  best  meal  we  had  ever. 

After  that  we  got  out  of  there  as  quick  as  we  could.  Halfway  back,  it 
all  started  to  come  up,  too  much  of  good  thing.  We  were  miserable, 
the  long  and  short  of  it  was  the  girls  all  found  out  what  we  had  done 
and  none  of  them  were  happy  with  us,  we  did  not  get  a Christmas  meal 
and  I can't  say  we  were  sorry  about  it  either.... 

rustywire@yahoo . com 
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The  sound  was  squeeky  and  you  could  tell  the  record  player  had  a worn 
needle,  but  the  song,  "If  you  haven't  got  a turkey  leg,  then  God  Bless 
you  Gentlemen,  God  Bless  you"  was  playing. 

When  it  ended,  small  brown  hands  reached  over  and  started  it  over 
again,  and  the  sound  of  this  little  Indian  boys  voice  carried  the  song 
through  the  three  room  house.  He  sat  and  smiled  as  he  heard  the  song 
again  as  if  he  had  never  heard  it  before.  There  was  amile  there  and  he 
ran  into  the  kitchen  where  his  mother  was  cooking  Thanksgiving  dinner. 

He  looked  large  eyes  at  the  oven  and  said,  I get  the  rumstick.  His 
mother  said,  I don't  know  if  you  can  eat  it,  it  is  hard  to  eat,  and 
there  are  things  in  it  that  might  get  stuck  in  your  throat.  His  smile 
vanished  and  he  just  stood  there,  thinking  what  to  say. 

He  went  into  the  room  where  the  beds  were  and  started  the  record  again 
and  layed  on  the  bed  looking  up.  There  were  stars  up  there  and  it  was 
midday,  they  sparked  against  the  night  sky  and  he  could  see  them. 

He  said,  I wish  I could  be  up  there  with  those  stars.  His  sister  looked 
at  him  and  said,  those  aren't  stars,  ther're  just  nails  in  the  ceiling. 
Their  father  because  the  house  was  cold  had  put  black  roofing  felt 
paper  all  over  the  ceiling  and  walls  to  keep  it  warm  and  had  used 
roofing  nails  to  hold  it  down.  If  you  squinted  your  eyes,  you  could  see 
the  stars,  too. 

I don't  care,  they  are  there.  I want  the  turkey  leg,  cuz  it's  my  turn. 
He  looked  at  his  sister  and  his  eyes  were  cross  eyed  a little  but  they 
shined  brightly  at  the  thought  of  having  a turkey  all  to  himself.  Years 
ago  a childhood  sickness  made  him  that  way  and  he  was  not  as  fast  as 
some,  when  he  walked  he  seemed  to  stagger,  but  the  family  did  not 
notice  anymore,  he  was  just  the  little  brother. 


Dad  came  home,  he  had  to  work  today  but  got  a break  for  a little  bit  to 
come  home  and  eat.  He  brought  a pie  from  the  Brokeshoulder  family  and 
some  sage.  He  took  a plate  and  lighted  the  sage  and  took  it  from  room 
to  room  to  clear  the  air.  A Zenith  tv,  which  was  just  brand  new,  bought 
on  time  from  Harpers  Furniture  down  the  street  showed  the  parade  from 
somewhere  back  East. 

There  were  big  floats  and  lots  of  people  standing  in  the  background  as 
the  tv  people  talked  about  the  parade.  The  little  boy  rolled  off  the 
bed  and  ended  up  in  front  of  the  tv,  it  was  black  and  white  but  you 
could  see  the  parade  really  good  from  there.  He  stood  up  and  walked 
around  to  the  back.  His  father  said,  what  are  you  doing  back  there?  The 
little  boy  said,  I want  to  see  the  floats,  how  do  I get  in  to  go  see 
them . 

It  is  magic,  you  have  to  stand  in  front  of  the  tv  and  watch  it  happen, 
if  you  don't  stand  in  front  of  it  you  can't  see  it.  The  boy  went  back 
to  his  spot  right  in  the  middle  in  front  of  the  tv  and  watched  the 
parade . 

His  father  liked  the  same  song  and  he  played  the  record  again,  and  the 
little  boy  went  into  the  kitchen  again  and  said  with  a soulful  look  in 
his  large  brown  eyes.  Is  it  done?  Can  I have  the  turkey  leg?  His  mother 
looked  at  him  and  touched  him,  she  called  him  Baby  Cheeks  cuz  his 
cheeks  were  big  and  soft.  I guess  it  is  up  to  your  Daddy.  He  took  off 
into  the  other  room  and  said.  Daddy,  Daddy  can  I have  the  turkey  leg. 

The  song  was  playing  in  the  background.  His  father  was  fixing  the 
Indian  dance  outfits  for  the  boarding  school  kids  at  teh  Indian  dorm. 

He  taught  them  how  to  dance  and  the  program  was  Saturday  nite  for  the 
nursing  home  folks.  He  stopped  and  looked  at  his  son.  I guess  so,  your 
getting  to  be  a big  boy  now. 

It  was  as  if  Christmas  had  come  and  he  danced  around,  so  happy  the 
turkey  leg  was  his.  He  ran  around  the  house  and  washed  his  hands  and 
sat  at  his  place  at  the  table  waiting  for  the  food  to  come. 

Time  to  eat,  he  heard  and  he  was  ready.  His  mom  brought  the  turkey  out 
and  set  it  on  the  table.  All  the  family  sat  down  and  his  father  told 
him  he  could  say  the  prayer.  He  said  I don't  know  how  to  say  it.  His 
father  told  him,  just  tell  the  Lord  your  happy  about  Thanksgiving  and 
thank  him.  The  little  boy  put  his  hands  together  bowed  his  bushy  head 
and  said . . . 

Thanks  God  for  the  turkey  and  Thanksgiving.  Thank  you  for  the  turkey 
and  I wish  those  who  don't  have  a turkey  leg  today  be  blessed  because 
they  don't  have  one.  Help  us  to  be  good  people  and  help  Dad  with  his 
sore  back  and  mom  when  she  goes  to  clean  rooms.  Help  my  brothers  and 
sisters  treat  me  nice  and  that  the  snow  will  come  soon  and  we  get  what 
we  want  for  Christmas.  AAAAAmen. 

His  mother  put  the  turkey  leg  on  his  plate  and  it  was  the  best 
Thanksgiving  in  the 

rustywire 
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Indian  Veterans  of  U.  S.  War 
Indian, 

You  fought  in  World  War  I 
Along  side  of  those 
Who  knew  not 
The  way  of  the  Indian! 


Indian, 

You  fought  in  World  War  II 


Along  side  of  those 

Who  knew  not 

The  way  of  the  Indian! 

Indian , 

You  fought  in  the  Korean  War 

Along  side  of  those 

Who  knew  not 

The  way  of  the  Indian! 

Indian , 

You  fought  in  Vietnam 
Along  side  of  those 
Who  knew  not 
The  way  of  the  Indian! 

Indian , 

You  fought  for  America 

As  one  of  America's  Prisoners  of  War, 

You  fought  along  side  of  those 

Who  knew  not 

Nor  cared 

For  the  Indian  Way  of  life! 

But,  be  Proud  Indian! 

You  are  a Warrior, 

An  Indian  Veteran  of  Wars! 

Written:  Decmber  27,  1990 
by:  Larry  Kibby 


"Whose  voice  was  first  sounded  on  this  land?" 

"The  voice  of  the  red  people  who  had  but  bows  and  arrows.." 
-Mahpiua  Luta- 
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A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  19-25 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

19 

Wishes  made  by  starlight  are  wishes  born  of  the  heart. 

20 

The  fairy  terns  are  pale  ghosts  against  the  night  sky. 

21 

The  pueo's  haunting  call  invokes  the  spirit  of  the  wind. 

22 

The  full  moon  is  rosy  with  the  glow  of  the  setting  sun,  and 
the  clouds  surrounding  it  are  royal  purple. 

23 

Heed  well  the  cycles  of  your  life. 

24 

Let  your  dreams  be  a source  of  inspiration. 

25 

Be  grateful  for  the  ancestors  who  helped  shape  your  life. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 
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Ancient  Anasazi  Left  in  a Hurry 
Associated  Press, 

Oct.  30,  2000 

Newly  discovered  evidence  is  shedding  light  on  the  movements  of  the 
Anasazi,  a group  of  agricultural  people  who  farmed  the  arid  section  of  the 
Southwest  from  roughly  A.D.  1 to  A.D.  1300.  Researcher  Stephen  Lekson  of 
the  University  of  Colorado  said  he  and  his  team  linked  three  southern  New 
Mexico  ruins  to  the  Anasazi  and  found  evidence  of  a swift  migration  by 

entire  villages  of  Anasazi  around  the  year  1300.  Research  indicates  a 

major  drought  began  in  the  region  about  1150. The  Anasazi,  a Navajo  Indian 
word  meaning  ancient  ones,  moved  farther  south  than  previously  thought  and 
they  abandoned  their  cliff  dwellings  in  the  Four  Corners  region  much  more 
quickly  than  originally  believed,  Lekson  said.  The  primary  crops  of  the 
Anasazi  were  corn,  squash  and  beans.  They  domesticated  the  turkey  and  some 
wild  plant  foods  and  hunted  game  to  supplement  their  diet.  Anthropologists 
long  ago  rejected  the  popular  theory  that  the  Anasazi,  now  called 
Puebloans,  abandoned  their  irrigated  corn  fields  without  a trace.  They 
believe  they  migrated  south  ? gradually  ? because  of  drought,  war  or 
overpopulation.  But  Lekson,  the  museum  and  field  studies  curator  for  the 
University  of  Colorado  Museum  of  Natural  History,  said  that  while  for  many 
Anasazi  the  migration  was  gradual,  for  some  others  it  was  dramatic.  "It 
looks  like  whole  villages  may  have  picked  up  and  moved  south  together,  not 
just  a smattering  of  families,"  he  said.  "It  sure  looks  like  everybody 
leaves  in  a hurry. 

"The  drought  doesn't  explain  the  whole  story  because  the  Anasazi,  whom 
the  Navajo  and  Hopi  people  claim  are  their  ancestors,  had  survived  worse 
ones,  Lekson  said. Lekson  said  the  evidence  he  found  doesn't  directly 
support  claims  of  cannibalism  reported  by  other  researchers,  but  it 
indicates  "things  were  falling  apart,  and  there  was  village-on-village 
violence.  "Researchers  said  in  September  that  lab  tests  on  ancient  human 
excrement  found  among  Anasazi  ruins  in  the  Four  Corners  region  revealed 
evidence  of  human  remains.  Lekson 's  team  reported  finding  three  ruins  that 
were  similar  to  those  at  Mesa  Verde  more  than  200  miles  to  the  south  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  River  between  the  cities  of  Socorro  and 
Truth  or  Consequences.  "Because  of  similarities  in  pottery  and  masonry 
construction,  these  sites  stand  out  like  sore  thumbs,"  Lekson  said.  At  all 
three,  the  researchers  found  typical  Mesa  Verde  black-on-white  pottery. 
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Mesa  Grande  falling  prey  to  rainfall,  dissertation 

By  Betty  Beard 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Nov.  1,  2000 

As  the  ancient  Mesa  Grande  endures  storm  after  storm.  Mesa  officials  say 
it  looks  like  workers  won't  be  able  to  resume  stabilizing  it  until  January. 

Volunteers  led  by  Jerry  Howard,  a part-time  city  archaeologist,  had  been 
working  to  stabilize  the  site  to  prevent  erosion  or  other  damage  until 
Howard  was  reassigned  earlier  this  year  to  other  projects  for  the  Mesa 
Southwest  Museum. 

But  Howard  is  now  on  vacation  and  leave  to  finish  a doctoral 


dissertation  and  says  he  won't  be  able  to  return  to  the  project  until 
January.  "This  rain  isn't  good/'  Howard  said.  "When  we  closed  the  project 
down,  we  hardened  the  site.  We  tried  to  make  it  so  there  would  be  no  more 
erosion.  But  with  rain  like  this,  it's  going  to  have  an  effect." 

He  visited  the  site  west  of  Mesa  Lutheran  Hospital  in  northwest  Mesa 
last  week  and  said  it  was  a "muddy  mess"  and  can't  be  worked  on  until  it 
dries . 

Mesa  Grande  is  one  of  several  ancient  villages  that  was  occupied  by  the 
Hohokams,  a prehistoric  group  of  people  who  lived  in  the  Phoenix  area  from 
600  to  about  1,000  years  ago  and  best  known  for  the  extensive  irrigation 
canals  they  developed. 

Mesa  Grande  looks  like  just  a pile  of  dirt  surrounded  by  a chain-link 
fence  and  is  not  open  to  the  public. 

Voters  in  March  defeated  a bond  issue  that  would  have  paid  for  a 
visitors  center  at  the  site.  City  officials  say  they  may  try  again  in  2002. 
Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Mesa  Verde  Fire"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Nov  2000  10:30:04  -0800 
From:  "Lona"  <tahomagirl@earthlink.net> 

Subj : Mesa  Verde 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

http : //www. dese ret news . com/d n/ view/0, 1249, 230007352,00 . html? 

Lessons  learned  from  1996  fire  help  save  ancient  treasures  from  this 
year's  conflagration 
By  Ray  Grass 

Deseret  News  outdoor  editor 

MESA  VERDE,  Colo.  - Sometime  after  noon,  during  one  of  the  hottest, 
driest  days  in  Duly,  Nature  decided  it  was  time  to  do  some  housecleaning. 
With  a single  bolt  of  lightning  she  reduced  24,000  acres  of  grasses  and 
pines  and  Utah  junipers  to  ash. 

Later,  not  satisfied,  she  made  a second  strike.  This  time  the  fire 
burned  5,000  acres. 

Two  fires  in  two  weeks,  with  less  than  a day  between  them  to  breathe. 
These  were  fires  that  were  so  hot  they  caused  rock  to  explode,  porcelain 
to  melt  and  a once  pristine  countryside  to  be  reduced  to  a wasteland. 

Incredibly  spared,  again,  was  a small  corridor  that  tourists  have  come 
to  know  as  "the  park,"  which  includes  the  park  buildings,  guest 
accommodations  and  the  best  remnants  of  what  condominium  living  was  like  a 
thousand  years  ago. 

Since  becoming  a national  park  in  1906,  Mesa  Verde  has  long  been 
considered  one  of  the  country's  greatest  links  with  the  past.  The  ancient 
dwellings  are  among  the  most  magnificent  ever  discovered,  some  reaching  up 
three  stories  and  nestled  in  alcoves  hundreds  of  feet  high.  Some  of  the 
dwellings  are  mere  holes  dug  in  the  ground,  called  "pithouses,"  while  some 
are  massive  complexes  of  connecting  rooms  and  round  towers. 

The  Mesa  Verde  area  was,  for  early  residents  living  there  between  600 
and  1300  A.D.,  the  place  to  be.  Its  location,  atop  an  extended  mesa,  keeps 
it  10  to  20  degrees  warmer  than  the  valley  below. 

Five  earlier  fires,  the  first  in  1934  and  the  latest  in  1996,  also 
burned  the  land  but  spared  "the  park."  Now  comes  the  job  of  regenerating 
the  land.  Within  a week  after  the  last  spark  was  doused,  the  process  was 
started  with  a fresh  blanket  of  green  grass  and  oak  leaves  against  the 
black  ash. 

Park  officials  say  that  come  spring  the  contrast  of  new  growth  against 
the  seared  land  will  be  exquisite. 

Gratefully,  they  add,  despite  the  intensity  of  the  fires,  damage  was 
kept  to  a minimum  - an  old  cabin,  restroom,  trailer,  day-use  building, 
with  bookstore  and  soft-drink  stand,  and  a public  telephone. 

Had  the  winds  not  shifted  when  they  did,  however,  buildings  and  ruins 
and  more  than  a million  historical  treasures  could  have  been  in  danger. 

Part  of  the  credit  goes  back  to  the  things  learned  in  the  '96  fire. 


The  first  fire,  called  the  "Bircher  Fire,"  started  around  noon  last  Duly 
20.  It  burned  1,000  acres  the  first  day,  another  5,000  the  second  and  then 
fed  by  high  winds  and  low  humidity,  burned  out  of  control. 

It  was  never  the  intent  of  park  officials  to  let  the  Mesa  Verde  fires 
burn  uncontrolled  as  happened  in  Yellowstone.  Too  many  buildings  and  too 
much  history  to  lose. 

Fires  of  this  intensity  could  have  caused  the  stone  walls  to  crumble, 
ancient  timbers  to  burn  and  protective  cliffs  to  crumble  and  fall. 

In  the  '96  fire,  for  example,  a wall  of  Indian  rock  art,  considered  of 
extreme  value,  was  literally  peeled  off  the  face  of  a cliff.  Park 
officials,  as  with  Humpty-Dumpty,  had  considered  bonding  it  back  together. 
American  Indians,  however,  said  it  was  nature's  wish,  it  was  her  fire,  so 
leave  it  as  it  fell. 

What  park  officials  also  learned  from  '96  was  that  fire  burns  but  also 
uncovers.  Nearly  400  new  historical  sites  were  found  after  that  fire. 

This  time,  trained  archaeologists  were  brought  in,  decked  out  in 
firefighting  gear  and  sent  out  to  the  fire  lines.  Along  with  cutting  and 
digging  and  stomping  on  cinders,  their  purpose  was  to  identify  known 
ancient  sites  and  scout  out  new  ones. 

"Fighting  the  fire  came  first;  preserving  archaeological  sites  was 
second,"  said  Dane  Anderson,  a park  ranger.  "If  there  was  a site  in  the 
path  of  the  crew,  then  it  was  up  to  the  crew  boss  to  see  if  it  was 
possible  to  change  course  or  go  around  it.  If  it  wasn't  possible,  then  the 
archaeologists  mapped  the  sites  as  best  they  could  and  the  fight  went  on." 

Not  true,  she  continued,  is  the  conjecture  that  park  staff  are  glad  the 
park  burned,  thus  uncovering  new  discoveries.  The  best  protection,  they 
claimed,  of  historical  sites  if  for  them  to  stay  hidden. 

"Fire  is  nothing  we  want  to  see  happen.  It's  a negative,"  added  Anderson 

William  Morris,  chief  of  interpretation  for  the  park,  said  it's  almost 
certain  some  of  the  new  finds  will  include  bones 

"Our  commitment  to  the  25  Native  American  tribes  we  are  affiliated  with 
is  that  we  cover  over  the  bones,  leave  and  never  come  back,"  he  said. 

The  thing  park  officials  are  most  afraid  of  at  this  point  is  the  threat 
of  erosion  over  the  barren  land. 

"A  couple  of  good  downpours,  before  we  can  get  things  stabilized,  and  we 
could  be  in  real  trouble.  We're  already  seeing  places  where  walls  are 
being  eroded,  dirt  is  spilling  into  kivas  and  ash  and  silt  are  being 
washed  into  the  streams,  threatening  the  fish  and  wildlife,"  said  Morris. 

The  park  finally  opened  at  6 a.m.  on  Aug.  4,  when  the  Bircher  Fire  was 
officially  out.  Twelve  hours  later  the  park  closed  again  to  contend  with 
the  smaller  "Pony  Fire." 

The  park  wouldn't  open  again  until  Aug.  14.  All  total,  it  was  closed  for 
23  1/2  days  during  the  peak  of  the  tourist  season.  The  money  lost, 
everything  from  gate  fees  to  knickknacks  left  sitting  on  the  shelves,  is 
substantial  and  unrecoverable. 

More  than  a thousand  firefighters  worked  the  Bircher  Fire;  many  of  those 
more  than  500,  stayed  on  to  fight  the  Pony  Fire. 

What  came  immediately  after  the  fire  was,  again,  a byproduct  from  the 
'96  fire,  BAER  or  the  burn  area  emergency  rehabilitation  team.  Teams  of 
experts,  from  archaeologists  to  hydrologists  to  operations  managers, 
converged  on  the  scene  the  second  the  smoke  cleared.  They  had  10  days  from 
the  hour  of  containment  to  complete  a report  on  the  steps  necessary  to 
rehabilitate  the  park. 

With  the  team  came  $3.8  million  in  emergency  rehabilitation  money.  Park 
staff  now  have  three  years  to  complete  the  work.  Immediate  concerns 
focused  on  replacing  11,000  feet  of  burned  guardrail,  the  extensive 
reseeding  of  6,000  acres  of  burned  land  and  working  to  control  erosion. 
These  procedures  came  about  in  an  agreement  between  the  park  and  the  24 
tribes  and  include  mulching  material  to  hold  the  soils,  diverting  logs  and 
reseeding. 

Indians  themselves  looked  upon  the  fire  as  the  wishes  of  a higher  order. 
Morris  said  he  knows  of  two  tribes  who  performed  healing  ceremonies  on  the 
park  land,  which  Indians  hold  sacred.  It's  likely  more  performed  private 
ceremonies . 

The  reseeding  program  also  sprouted  from  the  '96  fire.  Reseeding  with 


native  plants  gives  them  growing  advantages  over  non-native  and  unwanted 
plants,  like  the  dreaded  thistle.  They  will  do  the  same  for  these  fires. 

Work  now  will  rest  with  the  treatment  crew.  The  target  is  50  people, 
realizing,  of  course,  that  "200  people  would  make  the  work  go  faster," 
said  Anderson,  "but  the  reality  is  that  logistically  we  wouldn't  be  able 
to  handle  200  people  in  the  park." 

For  now,  crews  are  stabilizing  the  land,  checking  on  the  old  sites  and 
plotting  the  new  ones,  minimizing  erosion,  removing  brush  from  around 
buildings  and  simply  being  thankful  that  the  heart  of  the  park  was  left 
intact  and  open. 
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American  Indian  students  find  success 
at  Ute  Tribe's  charter  school 
The  Salt  Lake  Tribune 
November  12,  2000 

FORT  DUCFIESNE  --  In  a corner  of  a large  warehouse  that  serves  both  as  a 
food  distribution  center  and  schoolhouse,  the  Uintah  River  High  School 
student  body  is  meeting  for  circle  time. 

It's  a time  for  them  to  air  grievances  about  the  charter  school,  their 
teachers  and  anything  in  particular.  In  turn,  administrators  speak  to  them 
frankly  about  the  financial  condition  of  the  school,  facilities  and  fund 
raising.  The  one  rule:  "What's  said  in  the  circle  stays  in  the  circle." 

The  "circle"  meeting  mirrors  the  gatherings  of  many  Uintah  River 
students'  forefathers,  and  is  part  of  Uintah  River's  unwritten  philosophy, 
which  focuses  on  developing  not  just  students'  minds,  but  their  hearts, 
souls  and  bodies. 

Founded  and  supported  in  part  by  the  Ute  Tribe,  Uintah  River  serves 
mostly  American  Indian  students  --  members  of  the  group  that  ranks  dead 
last  on  nearly  every  indicator  of  educational  success  in  Utah.  American 
Indians  face  higher  rates  of  suicide  and  alcoholism  and  a low  graduation 
rate.  At  one  school,  only  5 percent  of  American  Indians  received  diplomas, 
according  to  the  Utah  Division  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Uintah  River  is  one  of  eight  charter  schools  in  the  state,  each  formed 
with  specific  agendas.  Like  most  of  the  others,  it  operates  on  a 
shoestring  budget.  And  Uintah  River's  cultural,  economic  and  ethnic 
challenges  are  myriad. 

Uintah  County,  where  the  reservation  is,  had  an  unemployment  rate  of  6.1 
percent  as  of  1998,  according  to  the  state's  Office  of  Planning  and  Budget. 
. That  is  nearly  double  the  comparable  state  unemployment  rate  of  3.8 
percent  for  that  year.  In  1997,  the  latest  year  available,  Uintah  County's 
per  capita  net  income  was  only  $9,121,  according  to  the  planning  and 
budget  office's  Web  site. 

Some  of  the  school's  38  students  come  from  homes  without  telephones, 
forcing  the  school  to  use  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  as  a primary  means  of 
communication.  Other  students  are  teen-age  parents,  have  learning 
disabilities  or  cannot  attend  regular  high  schools  because  they  are  over 
the  age  of  18.  One  student  is  terminally  ill. 

"We  take  all  kinds  of  kids,  but  what  we're  getting  is  the  students  who 
are  not  successful  in  regular  school,"  said  Kathy  Cochrane,  a first-year 
principal  at  Uintah  River.  "The  most  difficult  thing  is  getting  these  kids 
...  not  to  give  up  on  themselves. 

"We  bring  them  into  a setting  where.  No.  1,  they  know  we're  not  giving 
up  on  them.  We  do  a lot  of  work  with  parents,  as  well  as  with  community 
and  tribal  agencies  [to  help  these  students]." 

Founded  as  an  alternative  school  three  years  ago,  Uintah  River  is  in  its 
second  year  as  a charter  school.  Students  are  encouraged  to  take 


responsibility  for  their  own  decisions  and  their  own  education,  keeping  up 
with  their  high  school  credits.  They  are  also  expected  to  help  with  school 
fund  raising  if  needed. 

But  the  school's  unique  approach,  combined  with  lots  of  individual 
attention,  has  paid  off  for  many  students,  who  are  making  A's  and  B's 
instead  of  failing. 

Referral  to  Uintah  River  from  other  schools  "in  some  respects  is 
actually  a favor  to  the  students,"  Cochrane  said.  Fridays  are  makeup  days, 
set  aside  for  students  who  are  behind  on  credits  needed  to  graduate. 

"You  look  at  the  dropout  rate,  it  shows  there  needs  to  be  more  schools 
meeting  students'  needs,"  said  science  teacher  Alan  Ginn,  who  is  half 
American  Indian  and  half  Chinese.  "I  was  raised  in  an  Anglo  world.  I know 
what  these  kids  are  going  through. 

"Here,  I'm  back  with  my  people,  back  where  I belong,"  Ginn  said.  "It's 
going  to  take  a stick  of  dynamite  to  remove  me." 

Most  of  the  students  have  limited  funds  to  travel  outside  the  Uintah 
Basin.  Through  the  school,  Uintah  River  students  get  the  opportunity  to 
attend  the  symphony,  go  fishing  or  travel  to  Dinosaur  National  Monument. 

"We  try  to  show  them  there  are  other  things  out  there,"  Ginn  said. 

"These  kids  are  so  talented,  but  it  takes  some  guidance  to  get  them  there. 
We  have  artists  here,  we  have  musicians  here  . . . This  is  bringing  it  out 
in  them,  and  there's  nothing  wrong  with  that." 

The  school  faces  a constant  battle  for  funding.  Supplies  are  old  and 
overused;  space  is  at  a premium.  The  school  lacks  lunchroom  facilities,  so 
a teacher  must  pick  up  lunches  each  day  from  the  Uintah  School  District. 

Ginn's  tiny  science  room  lacks  sinks  and  lab  facilities.  He  points  out 
that  instead  of  ordering  moss  or  wood  samples  for  a class,  he  grows  or 
cuts  his  own.  He  is  looking  forward  to  moving  to  his  new  science  room, 
which  will  include  an  aquaculture  lab,  but  says  he  doesn't  know  when  that 
will  happen. 

"We're  trying  to  get  more  of  a hands-on  situation,"  he  said. 

The  Ute  Tribe  helps  as  much  as  it  can,  financially  and  otherwise.  This 
year,  it  gave  $133,000  to  the  school  to  pay  teachers'  salaries  and  other 
costs,  said  Cochrane.  Also,  tribal  services  such  as  mental  health  or 
substance  abuse  treatment  have  stepped  in  and  helped  students  who  are 
nontribe  members,  she  said. 

Still,  working  with  the  Utes  is  sometimes  a challenge,  said  CochArane, 
who  is  not  American  Indian  and  is  the  school's  third  principal  in  as  many 
years . 

"There  have  been  some  ethnicity  issues,"  she  said,  "from  sources  that  I 
never  dreamed  of,  like  the  custodial  staff.  We're  not  always  on  the  same 
page,  and  we  don't  always  have  the  same  vision.  It's  about  learning  to 
work  through  it . " 

One  problem  she  faced  upon  arriving  at  Uintah  River  was  the  long-held 
American  Indian  belief  that  longevity  fosters  respect.  "To  some  of  the 
people,  I was  the  underling  because  they'd  been  here  longer,"  she  said. 

Gesturing  toward  a mountain  of  paperwork  on  her  desk,  Cochrane  bemoans 
the  fact  she  is  required  to  file  as  many  state  reports  as  larger  school 
districts.  "Instead  of  working  with  kids,  I work  with  paper,"  she  said. 

Parents  are  encouraged  to  attend  bimonthly  meetings,  and  most  do, 

Cochrane  said.  "If  they  don't,  they  miss  out  on  a whole  bunch  of  stuff." 
Recently,  the  Parents'  Committee  considered  a question  from  a bikers' 
group,  which  offered  to  donate  $5,000  to  Uintah  River  if  students  would 
help  serve  food  at  a Dune  gathering.  The  parents  voted  down  the  invitation, 
but  the  students  approved  it,  meaning  the  issue  goes  back  to  parents. 

Parents  volunteer  in  the  school  sometimes,  she  said,  but  "in  a lot  of 
cases,  we  have  students  who  are  more  educated  than  their  parents." 

The  school's  staff  includes  four  teachers,  Cochrane  and  a secretary, 
meaning  teachers  often  wear  multiple  hats.  Carrell,  for  instance,  teaches 
10th-,  11th-  and  12th-grade  English,  along  with  music,  health  and  fitness 
and  art. 

Senior  Emmy  Cesspooch  is  secretary  of  the  student  council.  Now  in  her 
second  year  at  Uintah  River,  she  enjoys  attending  the  charter  school 
because  "it's  more  diverse  than  other  schools." 

"Class  sizes  are  less  than  10,  so  that's  an  advantage,"  she  said.  "Being 


on  student  council  --  that's  another  chance  I probably  wouldn't  get  if  I 
went  to  Union  or  Uintah  [high  schools].  I like  being  a part  of  it. 

"It's  a lot  easier  to  go  to  school  here/'  she  said.  "You  understand  it 
instead  of  just  doing  it." 

Most  American  Indian  students  at  Uintah  River  are  avoiding  regular 
public  high  schools,  not  because  of  any  prejudice  but  because  they  tend  to 
get  lost  in  the  shuffle,  said  teacher  Eric  Pye. 

On  the  yearbook  staff,  for  example,  "there  might  be  150  white  kids  and 
one  Native  American,"  Pye  said,  "lust  the  sheer  numbers  are  intimidating 
to  the  kids . " 

In  another  effort  to  meet  students'  needs,  the  school  has  developed  a 
"packet  program"  that  administrators  are  preparing  to  present  to  state 
education  officials,  Cochrane  said. 

The  program  was  developed  for  students  with  jobs  or  other 
responsibilities,  such  as  parenthood,  that  make  it  hard  for  them  to  attend 
school  each  day. 

Under  the  plan,  students  would  select  objectives  from  the  state  core 
curriculum,  then  pledge  to  meet  them  within  a certain  time  period.  They 
must  score  at  least  80  percent  on  a test  for  credit.  Students  may  work  at 
their  own  pace  and  are  not  required  to  attend  school,  other  than  required 
meetings  with  the  teacher,  Cochrane  said. 

"We  do  away  with  the  seat  work.  We're  more  interested  in  what  you're 
learning,  instead  of  how  long  you're  sitting  in  a chair." 
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Language,  culture  key  to  education 
By  David  Melmer 
Today  staff 

SIOUX  FALLS,  S.D.  - There  is  no  secret  formula  that  makes  education 
easy. 

But  old  tried  and  true  traditional  methods  that  incorporate  new 
technology  emerged  at  the  recent  National  Indian  Education 
Association  gathering  here  as  the  vehicle  to  develop  young  people 
and  secure  the  future  of  the  tribes  and  nations. 

Teach  the  language,  culture,  traditions  and  tribal  history  and 
students  will  know  who  they  are  and  where  they  are  from,  which  will 
build  self-motivation,  self-esteem  and  create  an  active  learner, 
more  than  3,000  educators  from  across  the  country  agreed. 

The  31st  annual  convention  of  the  NIEA  drew  record  numbers  of  people 
and  more  than  50  tribes  were  represented.  Official  registration 
totaled  2,993  and  with  guests  the  numbers  soared  to  nearly  3,800, 
convention  officials  said. 

The  title  of  the  convention,  "Tribal  Tradition  and  Technology  . . . 
our  Pathway  to  the  21st  Century"  was  the  catalyst  that  brought 
together  high-tech  workshops  alongside  work  sessions  conducted  by 
elders  who  spoke  of  tribal  traditions  and  how  to  better  incorporate 
tribal  language  into  a curriculum.  Very  few  of  the  more  than  100 
workshops  failed  to  touch  on  language  and  culture  as  an  important 
element  in  the  education  of  youth. 

"We  turn  to  our  traditions  to  teach  our  children  and  we  found  we 
always  did  it  right,"  said  Dr.  Martin  Brokenleg,  Rosebud,  professor 
at  Augustana  College  in  Sioux  Falls. 

"There  is  nothing  more  important  than  our  kids." 

What  does  it  take  to  raise  a child  to  be  traditional,  work  in  the 
world  as  a whole  and  be  successful?  Brokenleg  says  four  points  are 
important . 

First  is  belonging.  He  said  in  the  Lakota  traditions,  the  families 


give  a sense  of  belonging  and  that's  where  most  of  the  good  memories 
come  from.  "All  teen-agers  need  to  belong.  They  call  friends  they 
had  just  seen  minutes  before  in  school  when  they  get  home.  That's  a 
sense  of  belonging.  Belonging  should  be  a first  reaction  when  a 
child  is  in  crisis.  It's  natural  to  surround  him." 

A child  needs  to  be  capable  and  disciplined. 

Brokenleg  emphasized  the  difference  between  discipline  and 
punishment,  which  he  said  is  not  called  for.  "Discipline  and 
punishment  are  antithetical  forces.  I don't  want  a child  that  is 
obedient,  I want  one  that  makes  the  right  decisions  whether  I'm 
watching  or  not." 

Next,  he  said  children,  given  the  opportunity,  will  be  generous. 

"If  we  focus  on  these  four  we  will  create  traditional  kids  who  can 
get  through  anything  in  life."  Brokenleg  said. 

As  a keynote  speaker,  Brokenleg  led  the  way  to  discussions  within 
the  variety  of  workshops.  Most  of  the  tribes  at  the  convention  find 
the  same  ideas  are  used  to  educate  American  Indian  children  using 
language  and  traditional  values,  with  some  variations. 

Teaching  a language  that  may  be  hundreds  of  years  old  with  the  aid 
of  a computer  and  developed  software  was  an  often- repeated  message 
among  conference  educators. 

Disturbing  facts,  yet  with  a positive  approach  about  education  of 
American  Indian  youth,  were  delivered  by  Bill  Mehojah,  director  of 
the  Office  of  Indian  Education  Project  in  the  BIA.  He  said  that 
beginning  with  the  Meriam  Report  on  American  Indian  education  in 
1926,  the  Kennedy  Report  in  1969,  the  At  Risk  Report  in  1991  and  the 
president's  executive  order  of  1998,  all  had  similarities.  Early 
childhood  education,  reading,  math,  language  arts,  dropout  rates  and 
language  preservation  were  issues  in  each  report. 

He  said  the  dropout  rate  has  been  reduced  and  work  at  saving  the 
languages  is  underway  in  at  least  29  of  the  50  states.  Government 
research  indicates  that  parents  of  this  generation  of  students  speak 
more  than  30  languages. 

The  vision  of  the  federal  government  is  to  create  a preeminent 
school  system  with  goals  of  improved  reading  and  language  arts 
achieved  by  the  70th  percentile  of  all  students  instead  of  the 
present  48  percent.  The  math  goal  is  to  improve  the  numbers  to  70 
percent  instead  of  48  percent  and  reduce  the  dropout  rate  from  11 
percent  to  7 percent  in  the  next  five  years. 

Mehojah  said  the  goals  and  vision  of  the  government  include  bringing 
the  literacy  level  of  children  to  the  point  where  all  third-grade 
children  are  able  to  read. 

Educators  in  the  tribal  school  systems  have  worked  hard  over  the 
past  two  or  three  decades  to  improve  the  education  of  American 

Indian  children  and  have  established  goals  and  visions  within  their 
various  communities  and  reservations. 

The  government's  goals  and  vision  are  not  counter  to  those  of  the 
tribes,  Mehojah  said.  He  added  that  tribal  educators  were  asked  to 
comment  on  the  goals  set  by  the  education  office  and  they  approved 
the  goals  and  visions. 

Each  tribe  has  a special  project  or  system  that  ups  the  learning 
curve  for  students  at  all  levels.  All  have  similarities  and  those 
include  the  infusion  of  language,  culture,  history  and  spirituality. 
The  intent  is  to  help  the  students  know  who  they  are  and  be  proud  of 
where  they  come  from. 

The  method  of  learning  is  also  very  similar.  Hands-on  teaching,  use 
of  elders  with  language  programs,  outdoor  classrooms,  using  all  the 
senses  in  the  learning  process  and  language  immersion  classes  become 
across-the-board  methods  of  teaching  and  learning  at  all  school 
levels . 

Many  discussions  in  hallways  of  the  convention  building  helped 
educators  from  various  schools  validate  methods  they  used  in 
educating  the  American  Indian  student. 

It  all  takes  money  and  Mehojah,  Kevin  Gover,  assistant  secretary  for 


Indian  Affairs,  and  David  Beaulieu,  director  of  the  Office  of  Indian 
Education  in  the  Department  of  Education,  said  there  were  increases 
in  next  year's  budget  for  Indian  education  and  for  the  construction 
of  seven  new  buildings.  The  estimate  is  that  it  will  take  $800 
million  to  replace  school  buildings. 

Mehojah  said  an  increase  of  funds  for  secondary  education  from  $27 
million  to  $50  million  is  necessary  in  the  future. 

Beaulieu  said  that  Title  IX  funding  increased  by  50  percent  and  that 
increases  for  school  construction  have  occurred  since  President  Bill 
Clinton  signed  the  executive  order  in  1998. 

"We  are  learning  what  to  do  to  create  a comprehensive  program 
design.  There  are  some  significant  issues  like  a high  mobility  rate 
(among  students)  and  staff  turnover.  We  must  focus  on  strategies  and 
a professional  staff  and  develop  a community-wide  approach  to 
education.  All  government  agencies  have  a role  to  play  in 
education,"  he  said. 

The  children  blossom 

Members  of  the  Hawaiian  delegation  shared  a method  of  learning  that 
incorporates  traditional  values.  Dr.  David  K.  Sing  of  the  University 
of  Hawaii  Center  for  the  Gifted  and  Talented  said  the  special 
program  looks  at  things  from  a Native  and  tribal  perspective.  High 
tech  is  also  part  of  the  program. 

"We  have  a belief  that  every  child  has  a gift  - they  are  all  gifted 
and  talented.  Every  child  has  potential  that  he  was  given  and  that's 
what  we  bring  to  the  national  arena,"  Sing  said. 

Part  of  the  program  relates  to  what  others  at  the  NIEA  conference 
said  about  educating  young  people  and  that's  connection  or 
belonging.  Dr.  Sing  referred  to  the  student  in  a metaphorical 
perspective  as  a kite.  For  the  kite  to  reach  its  potential  height, 
it  needs  to  be  connected  to  something  and,  in  this  case,  to  the 
community  and  culture.  Separated,  the  kite  will  fall. 

Sing  said  the  program  broadens  the  students'  possibilities  by 
introducing  them  to  Native  people  who  are  doctors  and  educators.  If 
the  students  make  a trip  to  the  fire  department,  they  want  to  be 
firemen,  he  said.  The  program  creates  pathways  "so  the  students  can 
be  scientists  and  medical  doctors  and  expose  them  to  people  from  the 
fifth  grade  on  so  they  can  say,  'Maybe  I could  do  that.'" 

A two-week  summer  camp  run  by  the  Center  for  Gifted  and  Talented 
brought  children  from  all  the  islands  of  Hawaii  together.  The  theme 
was  water  or  in  the  Hawaiian  language,  Wai.  The  students  were  taken 
to  the  water  for  one  week.  They  were  asked  to  describe  what  water 
meant  to  them. 

"We  let  students  experience  Wai  from  the  rain  and  in  the  springs. 
Water  just  doesn't  appear  and  we  wanted  them  to  know  how  to  preserve 
it.  We  wanted  them  to  know  what  water  means  to  the  people,"  Sing 
said . 

When  students  study  water  they  go  to  the  water,  when  they  study 
volcanoes  they  go  to  the  volcano,  he  said. 

What  the  program  does,  is  ask  students  to  search  themselves  through 
the  culture.  "We  want  them  to  search  who  they  are.  Students  said 
they  wanted  to  go  home  and  understand  the  stories  of  their  home  and 
family,"  said  Sunnie  Hu'eu,  Maui  Community  College.  Hu'eu  said  she 
told  students  stories  of  her  family  and  they  responded  with  the  need 
to  return  to  their  communities  a learn  the  stories. 

Sing  and  Hu'eu  said  the  program  has  had  a remarkable  success  rate. 

There  are  no  grade-point-average  expectations  and  in  the  past  10 
years  8,000  students  have  gone  through  the  program. 

"Kids  want  to  learn  about  themselves.  They  had  stereotypes  from  the 
media  and  we  introduce  positive  profiles  of  who  they  are,"  Sing 
said . 

The  two-week  summer  program  is  designed  to  spend  one  week  in  the 
field  and  one  week  in  a computer  lab  where  students  created  a Web 
site  that  depicts  what  they  learned. 

Students  don't  just  study  a cloud  or  the  water  and  let  it  go  at 


that.  Other  academic  disciplines  are  incorporated  into  the 
curriculum  and  they  are  encouraged  to  look  at  things  in  an  artistic 
way. 

The  study  of  clouds  included  writing  stories  about  what  the  clouds 
meant  to  them  and  the  feelings  they  had. 

"They  have  a strong  sense  of  what  it  is  to  be  Hawaiian/'  Sing  said. 

A coalition 

The  National  Indian  Education  Association  recognizes  it  takes  more 
than  one  organization  to  fight  for  funding  and  self-determination  of 
tribal  education.  To  that  end  four  national  organizations  took  the 
opportunity  of  the  convention  to  sign  a Memorandum  of  Agreement  to 
form  a coalition  to  advocate  for  and  promote  advancement  in 
education  among  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives. 

The  intent  is  to  improve  communications  between  the  four 
organizations  to  develop,  support  and  promote  unity  in  relation  to 
national  education  issues.  Each  organization  will  appoint  a 
representative  to  interact  with  each  of  the  other  organizations  on 
education  issues. 

"Solidarity  is  the  best  defense.  We  know  that  by  working  together  we 
will  have  positive  results/'  said  Sue  Master,  president  of  the 
National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  one  of  the  four  groups  in  the 
coalition . 

"There  is  strength  in  unity.  This  will  ensure  a brighter  future  and 
the  students  will  be  stronger.  It  will  ensure  government  will  have  a 
responsibility  to  education  as  promised  in  the  treaties,"  she  said. 

The  other  three  organizations  are  the  American  Indian  Higher 
Education  Consortium,  the  National  Indian  Education  Association  and 
the  National  Indian  School  Board  Association. 

New  to  the  NIEA 

Three  new  board  members  were  added  to  the  NIEA  12-person  board.  Kay 
L.  Bursheim,  Sisseton-Wahpeton,  brings  30  years  of  experience  in 
education  to  the  board.  She  owns  KLB  & Associates  in  Agency  Village, 
S.D.  KLB  is  an  economic  development  and  grant  writing  organization. 

She  served  as  president  of  the  South  Dakota  and  Nebraska  Indian 
Education  Associations,  six  years  on  the  Sisseton-Wahpeton  Tribal 
Council  and  was  academic  dean  of  Nebraska  Indian  Community  College. 

She  also  served  on  the  Pierre  Indian  Learning  Center  school  board 
for  10  years,  was  a trustee  of  the  Sisseton-Wahpeton  Community 
College. 

Robin  Butterfield,  Winnebago-Chippewa , returns  to  the  board.  She  is 
the  Indian  Education  Act  Title  IX  coordinator  for  the  Salem-Kaiser 
School  District  in  Tegard,  Ore.  She  has  been  a classroom 
teacher-Indian  Education  Specialist  for  the  state  of  Oregon  and 
specialist  for  the  Northwest  Regional  Educational  Lab. 

Albert  Yazzie,  Navajo,  is  executive  director  of  Wide  Ruins  Community 
School.  He  brings  30  years  experience  in  Indian  education  to  the 
board.  He  worked  as  a classroom  teacher,  school  principal,  associate 
superintendent,  school  superintendent  and  executive  director.  He  is 
a former  presidential  appointee  for  the  National  Advisory  Council  on 
Indian  Education  and  has  advocated  for  legislation  on  the  state  and 
national  levels  on  behalf  of  American  Indian  education. 

New  student  board  members 

Katherine  Arleen  Campbell,  Winnebago-Pomo-Meskawki,  is  a full-time 
Ph.D.  candidate  in  educational  administration  at  Pennsylvania  State 
University.  She  holds  a bachelor  of  arts  in  elementary  education 
from  Augustana  College  in  Sioux  Falls,  and  a master  of  arts  degree 
in  educational  administration  from  the  University  of  South  Dakota. 

She  interned  with  the  Winnebago  School  System  and  worked  as  acting 
principal  for  the  Holley  Elementary  School  in  Vermillion.  She  fills 
a mid-term  vacancy  on  the  NIEA  board. 

Shelley  Colleen  Lowe,  Navajo,  is  a full-time  student  at  the 
University  of  Arizona,  Tucson.  She  is  pursuing  a master  of  arts 
degree  in  American  Indian  studies.  She  holds  a bachelor's  degree  in 
sociology  and  recently  was  awarded  a Gates  Millennium  Scholarship 


for  the  2000-2001  school  yean.  She  will  complete  her  master's 
program  this  summer  and  has  been  accepted  into  the  University  of 
Arizona  Higher  Education  Doctoral  program  in  the  fall  of  2000. 
Shelley  is  married  and  the  mother  of  three  children. 

Ryan  Sense  Wilson,  Oglala  Lakota,  is  a full-time  student  at  the 
University  of  Washington  in  Seattle.  He  is  a senior  majoring  in 
political  science  and  has  been  named  to  the  dean's  list  four 
consecutive  quarters.  He  is  a member  of  the  Native  American  Student 
Council  and  director  of  the  American  Indian  Student  Commission.  He 
previously  sat  as  chairman  of  the  Northwest  Indian  Youth  Conference 
and  instituted  the  tribal  government  and  sovereignty  symposium  into 
the  NCAI  Youth  Forum. 

The  new  president  of  the  NIEA  is  Carole  Anne  Heart,  Rosebud, 
succeeds  outgoing  president  Dr.  Gloria  Sly.  Heart  was  just  named 
executive  director  of  the  Aberdeen  Area  Chairman's  Health  Board.  She 
was  convention  chairwoman, 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  12  November  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy.org) 

Subj : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  15:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com> 

Subj:  new  pow  wow  listing 

o'  si  yo  gary 

please  add  this  to  your  pow  wow  listing. 

Native  Solutions  presents  3rd  Annaul  Intertribal  Powwow  April  27-29,  2001 
times-  Fri  9-2,  students  day. 

Fri  5-10,  dancing  & storytelling. 

Sat  10-10,  grand  entry  11:00. 

Sun, 10-5,  grand  entry  12:00. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Al...  exit  185  off  1-20 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
Admission  $5  - adults 

FREE  - seniors  55  and  up  & children  under  10 
Host  Drum  - Grey  Wolf  Singers,  Choctaw,  Philadelphia,  Ms 
Headman  - Don  Redbear 
Headlady  - Donna  Dulaney 
MC  - Gary  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Buck  Tucker 
Special  Flute  Performance  by  Larry  Campbell 
Learn  about  early  iron  forging  from  Dohn  Williams 

See  a primitive  encampment  with  period  items  such  as  clothing,  tools  & 
weapons  presented  by  Grey  Squirrel  Lodge. 

See  demonstrations  on  beadwork  and  dreamcatchers . 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcome 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed,  Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 
For  more  information  call  Tony  at  256-835-0110  or 

email  sundancer0@hotmail.com  or  call  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  256-820-6315. 
Vendors  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis 

or  emial  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com  or  lamehawk@yahoo.com. 

Thank  you  for  including  this  on  your  listing, 
ravenspiritwalker 
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NOVEMBER  2000 

17-19  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow.  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  Perry,  Georgia  Contact:  Derry  Laney  912-787-5180 
evenings  912-869-0472  days  nativeway@mindspring.com 

19  Powwow,  A Modern  Day  Celebration  presented  by  Plazuemines 
Historic  Assn.  Hwy  23  south  of  Buras,  LA.  Powwow  is  at  Fort 
Jackson.  Info:  (504)  368-7908  or  (504)  391-0173. 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition  Powwow.  Bartle 
Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  Info:  (816)  333-7500. 

24-26  34th  Annual  LIHA  Powwow.  Hidden  Oaks  Camground,  Robet,  LA. 
Info:  (504)  464-6893. 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253) -596-1139 . 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-Jan  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-Jan  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
JANUARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 
Gym,  Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 

23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy. (58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 
@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 


oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 
http: //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217; s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring. com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/n at i venation sin c/ind ex. html 
1UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


OKIT  pow-wow  events 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call 
to  confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

Is  your  pow-wow  not  listed  here?  Call  the  us  right  away  918-438-6548 
to  get  in  the  next  issue!  You  can  also  fax  us  at  918-438-6545.  You 
can  also  email  us  at  editor@okit.com 

To  get  more  than  just  the  who,  what,  where  and  when  listed  call  our 
advertising  department  today  at  1-918-438-6548.  Affordable  rate  to 
fit  just  about  any  budget. 

November 

17-19  Annual  Pow-wow  sponsored  by  The  American  Indian  Center  of 
South  Carolina  in  the  Damil  Shrine  Temple  off  the  1-26  St.  Andrews 
Road  West  exit.  Hours  are  Fri.  4pm  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  6),  Sat. 
10am  - 9pm  (Grand  Entry  at  1&6)  and  Sunday  from  1pm  - 6pm  (Grand 
Entry  at  1).  MC:  Scott  Richards,  Host  Drum:  Running  Elk,  Lakota 
Nation,  Iron  Mountain  Dancers  (Iroquois  Smoke,  Fish,  War  dances, 
Catawba  Eagle  Dance).  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Traditional 
Dancers,  Hoop  Dancer:  Katrina  Big  Mountain.  Princess:  Theresa 
Mendoza.  18  Vendors  (Native  only,  FIACL  enforced),  @$100.00  per 
10x20  by  Sept  5th  --  after  Sept  5th,  $150.00.  Dancer's  lottery  for 
cash  and  prizes.  FMI:  803.790.8214  or  email 
4relations@angelfire. com . 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Prairie  Winds  First  Nations  Pow-wow  at  the  Historic 
Bartle  Hall  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  $30,000  in  Prize  Money.  For  more 
information  contact  Shirley  Hoskins  816-333-7500  or  fax  at 
816-333-7880,  or  call  Beverly  Fabela  at  816-936-4869. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
e-mail : powwows@andersons-web . com 

write  us  at: 


Anderson ' s 

11372  Timber  Lane 

Brooksville,  Florida  34601 

Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


November  17  - 19,  2000:  5th  Noname  Intertribal  (Traditional)  at  the  Damil 
Shrine  Temple.  In  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

For  information  call  803-790-8214. 

Note:  A traditional  Intertribal  as  put  on  here  is  a non-contest  Pow  Wow! 

It  is  a social  and  family  oriented  event  that  gives  away  some  money  and 
prizes,  but  has  no  contests.  I thank  Terence  Lilly  Little  Water  for  the 
e-mail  correcting  the  dates  and  adding  the  information  on  the  Traditional 
Intertribal.  You  can  link  to  the  American  Indian  Center  of  S.C.  who  is 
putting  this  on  right  here:  http: //llfly.to/AmericanlndianCenter 
You  can  also  e-mail  them  at  4relations@aol.com 
November  17  - 19,  2000:  Broken  Arrow,  Oklahoma.  Indian  Territory  Festival 
at  the  Community  Center.  Flost  is  the  Indian  Territory  Arts  & Flumanities 
Council  Inc.  For  information  call  918-259-1772. 

November  17  - 18,  2000:  Wild  Game  Festival  NC  Indian  Cultural  center 
Pembroke,  NC.  For  information  call  910-521-2433. 

November  17  - 19,  2000:  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Powwow  Georgia 
National  Fairgrounds  in  Perry  Georgia. 

For  information  call  912-787-5180  evenings  or  fax  912-787-0642. 

We  have  information  this  Gathering  has  been  CANCELED! 

November  18,  2000:  Native  American  Fleritage  Day.  Concord  Armory,  Concord,MA 
For  information  call  617-884-4227. 

November  24  - 25,  2000:  Thanksgiving  Celebration  at  the  Gila  River  Indian 
Community  Center  in  Sacaton  Ariazona.  For  information  call  602-963-3891. 
November  24  - 26,  2000:  Chicora-Waccamaw  Indian  Pow  Wow  Loris,  SC.  For 
Information  call  803-248-6790  or  803-379-8219. 

November  25,  2000:  Catawba  Indian  Heritage  Day  on  the  Catawba  Reservation, 
Rock  Hill,  SC.  No  contact  number  given  for  this  one. 

December  8 - 10,  2000:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  and  Pow  Wow  at  the  Army 
National  Guard  Armory  in  Newport,  TN.  For  more  information  e-mail: 
joshhayesl@hotmail.com  or  vgc@ornl.gov  or  call  423-475-7483. 

February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 

Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 

For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Hoy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 

North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 


Date:  Wed,  01  Nov  2000  19:31:21  CST 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Late  Fall  & Winter  Events 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  FESTIVALS  & OTHER  EVENTS  OF  INTEREST 
( November/December,  2000) 

ABBREVIATIONS:  HM  - Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host 
Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern  Drum,  HV  - Head  Veteran,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor 
Guard,  HS  - Head  Singer,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand 
Entry,  GS  - Gourd  Dance  Society. 

Nov.  15-19:  3rd  Annual  Toomsboro  Pow  Wow,  on  Route  112,  Toomsboro,  GA  (40 
miles  east  of  Macon) . There  will  be  Creek  Stomp  Dancing,  intertribal 
dancing,  storytelling,  flute  playing,  an  auction,  raffles,  a living  history 


village,  and  blanket  trading.  Info:  Derry  Lang  (229)  377-8621. 


Nov.  17-19:  Native  Way  Indian  Festival  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Georgia  National 
Fairgrounds,  in  Perry,  GA.  Info:  Derry  Laney  (912)  787-5180  (evenings). 

Nov.  17-19:  NoName  Intertribal  Pow  Wow  & Cultural  Festival,  at  Damil  Shrine 
Temple,  located  off  1-26  at  St.  Andrews  Road-West  Exit,  Columbia,  SC. 
Sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Center  of  South  Carolina.  MC:  Scott 
Richards;  FID:  Iron  Mountain.  Info:  Dudy  Rabon  (803)  790-8214. 

Nov.  17-19:  1st.  Annual  Buffalo  River  Pow  Wow,  Linden,  TN.  FID:  Brothers  of 
the  Pine;  MC:  Lou  White  Eagle;  FIM : Grady  Dones;  FIL : Sheila  Dones;  FIV : Doug 
"Red"  Kirby;  AD:  Dave  Myers.  Linden  is  located  off  1-40,  between  Dackson, 

TN,  and  Dickson,  TN.  Info:  Ray  or  Sharon  Benge,  Spotted  Florse  Trading  Co., 

PO  Box  277,  Linden,  TN  37096-0277  or  (931)  589-5876. 

Nov.  24-26:  Annual  Chicora-Waccamaw  American  Indian  Arts  Festival,  at  the 
Florry  County  Fairgrounds,  Loris,  SC.  MC:  Dohn  Blackfeather;  FID:  Eastern 
Bull;  FIM:  Douglas  Logan;  FIL:  Phillis  Campbell;  ST:  Ramona  Moore.  Info:  The 
Chicora-Waccamaw  Tribal  Office  (843)  248-6790  or  (843)  397-8219. 

Nov.  25:  Catawba  Nation  Cultural  Preservation  Project  Yep  Ya  Iswa  Festival, 
in  Rock  Hill , SC.  Come  celebrate  the  Day  of  the  Catawba,  from  10:00am  until 
4:00pm.  Info:  The  Catawba  Indian  Nation,  1536  Tom  Steven  Road,  Rock  Hill , SC 
29730  or  (803)  328-2427. 

Nov.  23-24:  Thanksgiving  Day  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Poarch  Creek  Tribal  Grounds, 
5811  Dack  Springs  Road,  near  Atmore,  AL.  Flours:  9:00am  - 5:00pm  each  day. 
Info:  Poarch  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 

Dec.  8-10:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Army  National  Guard 
Armory,  Newport,  TN.  There  will  be  over  30  Craft  & Dance  workshops,  along 
with  Intertribal  Dancing.  FID:  Gunslingers.  There  will  be  camping  onsite  or 
sleeping  indoors.  There  is  only  room  for  3 indoor  craft  vendors.  Info:  Tim 
Deane  (865)  932-0908. 

Dec.  10:  Countdown  to  Clemency/Walk  for  Truth  & Reconciliation,  from  Union 
Square  in  New  York  City  to  Dag  Flammarskjold  Plaza  at  the  United  Nations. 

This  is  an  emergency  effort  to  bring  about  the  release  of  Leonard  Peltier, 
America's  best-known  political  POW  of  the  US  Government's  20th  Century 
Indian  Wars.  The  event  will  take  place  on  Fluman  Rights  Day,  and  is  planned 
to  be  a positive  & unified  message  of  support  for  Peltier's  freedom,  and  an 
attempt  to  shed  the  light  of  truth  & reconciliation  on  all  Indigenous 
Peoples.  This  will  be  a peaceful  event.  No  weopons,  alcohol  or  drugs  are 
permitted.  Supporters  will  gather  at  12:00  noon  at  Union  Square  and  march  to 
the  U.N.,  where  a candlelight  vigil  and  a program  of  speakers,  cultural 
activities,  and  traditional  music  will  be  presented  from  2pm-4pm.  The  walk 
will  be  led  by  members  of  Leonard's  family  and  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Nation. 
For  more  information,  call  the  New  York  City  Flotline:  (212)  539-6027;  or  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee:  (785)  842-5774.  You  can  also  call  the 
White  Flouse  Comments  Line  to  demand  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier:  (202) 
456-1111. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Nov  2000  11:58:31  -0600 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl .edu> 


Subj : NAC  live  at  NCAI  + Annie  Humphrey  + The  power  of  language 


1)  NAC  Topics  for  Nov  13  - 17  (LIVE  from  NCAI) 

2)  Language,  Giving  Voice  to  Our  Culture 

3)  Earthsongs  featuring  Annie  Humphrey 

4)  NAC  Topics  for  Nov  20  - 24 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Nov  13  - 17  (LIVE  from  NCAI) 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

* Monday  through  Thursday,  NAC  will  be  broadcasting  from  River  Centre  in 
Minneapolis.  All  week,  we'll  bring  you  live  coverage  from  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians'  annual  gathering. 

MON  - 11/13:  Indecision  2000: 

Six  days  past  the  presidential  election  and  America  still  doesn't  know  who 
its  President  is.  The  nation's  eyes  are  on  the  state  of  Florida  and  their 
precious  25  electoral  votes.  Florida  election  officials  are  expected  to 
announce  a winner  this  weekend.  Will  the  loser  except  defeat  when  the  final 
numbers  are  in  or  will  we  see  the  election  stalled  and  stained  by  court 
action  and  lawsuits.  Guests  include  Native  leaders  from  across  Indian  Country. 
TUE  - 11/14:  Termination  by  Disintegration: 

Tribes  all  across  Indian  Country  are  facing  the  same  tough  question.  Should 
we  lower  our  blood  quantum  to  keep  our  membership  from  dropping?  This 
brings  other  questions  to  mind.  Like,  does  lowering  blood  quantum  also 
lower  the  integrity  and  authenticity  of  the  tribe?  Or  does  it  simply  allow 
the  tribe  to  keep  from  disintegrating  into  extinction?  Invited  guests 
include  Chief  Wilma  Mankiller  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

WED  - 11/15:  Cashing  In  On  Casinos: 

Look  around  Indian  Country  and  you  see  more  and  more  tribes  drawing  up 
plans  to  open  new  casinos.  Investors  are  at  their  doors,  ready  and  willing 
to  pump  money  into  tribal  coffers.  But  will  the  big  money  continue?  Or  are 
we  growing  dangerously  close  to  saturating  the  gaming  market?  Guests 
include  Mark  Van  Norman  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux,  Executive  Director  of 
the  National  Indian  Gaming  Association. 

THU  - 11/16:  The  New  Small  Pox  Blankets: 

Sacred  ceremonial  items  being  returned  to  tribes  from  museums  and 
universities  under  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation 
Act  are  contaminated.  That's  right,  pesticides  have  been  used  to  preserve 
and  protect  these  items  and  some  are  even  laced  with  arsenic.  These 
contaminants  are  preventing  tribal  members  from  using  these  repatriated 
items  in  ceremonies,  and  in  some  cases  have  caused  illness.  Are  these  items 
the  new  small  pox  blankets?  Invited  guests  include  Leigh  Kuwanyisiwma  of 
the  Hopi  Tribe. 

FRI  - 11/17:  Healthy  Recipes: 

Thanksgiving  is  on  the  way,  and  it's  no  secret  that  Native  people  helped 
the  Pilgrims  out  by  giving  them  Thanksgiving  recipes  in  the  17th  century. 

But  aside  from  turkey,  venison,  and  pumpkin  what  are  some  of  the  healthy 
traditional  recipes  that  we  can  share?  How  can  you  make  traditional  foods  a 
part  of  your  family's  meals  ...on  Thanksgiving  and  everyday?  loin  us  as  we 
talk  about  Native  recipes  - recipes  that  are  good  for  your  body  as  well  as 
your  spirit  - and  learn  about  the  ways  in  which  traditional  foods  can  lower 
your  risks  for  heart  disease,  diabetes,  and  cancer. 

2)  Language,  Giving  Voice  to  Our  Culture 

As  a region,  California  boasts  the  widest  variety  of  Native  languages  of 
any  comparable  place  on  earth.  Today  most  are  reduced  to  only  a few  aged 
speakers.  But  many  Native  communities  are  working  to  ensure  that  their 
languages  don't  die  with  their  elders. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 


Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

for  more  information  on  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project  go  to 
www.flickerfeather.org 

3)  Earthsongs  featuring  Annie  Humphrey 

This  week  Gregg  McVicar  talks  with  Anishinabe  recording  artist  Annie 
Humphrey.  Musically  self-taught,  she  blends  her  natural  gift  of  music  with 
the  poetry  of  her  songwriting  partner  Carson  Gardner  --  a doctor  who 
dropped  out  of  private  practice  to  come  work  on  the  reservation.  Her  other 
source  of  inspiration  is  her  mother,  writer  Anne  Dunn.  Says  Humphrey,  "I 
want  to  be  just  like  her." 

For  more  information  go  to  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA.ORG  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 
or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KPFA.ORG  in  RealAudio 
Thursdays:  7pm-8pm  PT 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  in  QuickTime  or  RealMediaon  W03B.ORG 
Saturdays:  noon-lpm  MT 

4)  NAC  Topics  for  Nov  20  - 24 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 11/20:  Darkness  in  El  Dorado: 

One  of  the  most  harrowing  books  about  anthropology  to  appear  in  decades, 
"Darkness  in  El  Dorado,  How  Scientists  and  lournalists  Devastated  the 
Amazon"  chronicles  the  history  of  Western  exploitation  of  the  Yanomami 
people  and  their  homelands.  This  riveting  account  reveals  the  grim 
consequences  of  ambition  and  delivers  an  indictment  of  the  anthropological 
and  scientific  establishment.  Guests  include  Patrick  Tierney,  author  of  the 
book. 

TUE  - 11/21:  Honoring  Nations: 

The  Harvard  Project  on  American  Indian  Economic  Development  aims  to 
understand  the  conditions  under  which  sustained  social  and  economic 
development  is  achieved  in  Indian  communities.  Now  in  its  second  year. 

Honoring  Nations  identifies,  celebrates  and  shares  outstanding  examples  of 
tribal  governance.  Should  your  tribal  nation  be  honored?  Guests  include 
Andrew  Lee  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  executive  director  of  the  Honoring  Nations 
program. 

WED  - 11/22:  U.N.  Indigenous  Peoples  Convention: 

People  of  color  from  throughout  the  world  are  gathering  in  Geneva, 

Switzerland  to  push  forward  for  acceptance  of  a strong  declaration  of 
rights  for  the  indigenous  people  of  the  world.  But  world  superpowers, 
including  the  U.S.,  are  concerned  that  language  in  the  U.N.  declaration  may 
give  aboriginal  communities  too  much  power.  Will  this  document  ever  move 
past  draft  form? 

THU  - 11/23:  The  First  Thanksgiving: 

There  are  conflicting  tribal  stories  when  it  comes  to  the  origin  of  this 
autumn  holiday.  The  Wampanoags  of  the  northeast  tell  a tale  of  a peaceful 
feast  with  the  new  settlers.  While  other  historical  sources  cite  the 
massacre  of  Pequot  men,  women  and  children  by  European  settlers  as  the 
genesis.  Why  was  Thanksgiving  Day  proclaimed  and  what  is  the  true  story 
behind  this  day?  Guests  include  Glenn  Marshall  of  the  Mashpee  Wampanoag  Tribe. 
FRI  - 11/24:  Alzheimer's  Disease: 

A rough  and  conservative  estimate  for  the  number  of  Americans  with 


Alzheimer's  Disease  is  around  four  million  people,  but  as  America's 
population  ages,  the  number  of  people  with  Alzheimer's  is  expected  to 
double  every  twenty  years.  What  will  this  mean  for  our  Native  communities, 
most  of  which  don't  have  the  medical  centers  or  long-term  care  options  that 
other  communities  have?  When  will  the  Indian  Health  Service  begin  to  treat 
Alzheimer's  Disease?  November  is  Alzheimer's  Awareness  Month,  loin  us  as  we 
talk  about  what  Alzheimer's  Disease  is,  why  it's  becoming  more  and  more 
crucial  as  a research  issue,  and  how  individuals  and  communities  can  help 
our  elders  that  are  living  with  it. 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. . .contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http://www.pbs.org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program  at 
http : //www. nativetelecom . org 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Dennis  McClain-Furmanski,  Martha  Ture,  Gary  Smith,  Robert  Dorman,  WoodOwl, 
John  D Berry,  United  American  Indians  of  New  England,  Lona,  lanet  Smith, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Debbie  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis, 
lohnnie  Rustywire,  Larry  Kibby,  Eric  Martin,  Chris  Milda 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Tue  Nov  21  22:40:49  2000 

Date:  22  Nov  2000  01:15:23  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.048 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  KOLA  Newslist,  Indianz,  Our  Red  Earth, 
Big  Mountain,  First  Nations,  Triballaw,  LPDC  & Rez  Life  mailing  lists; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native;  UUCP  email; 
http : //www. a z star net . com/star/sat/001111veteransday . html 

http : //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignals/Flead lines/ showfull . asp? ID=3Dlaw/1115 2000 

http : //www. canoe . ca / CalgaryNews/25nl .html 

http : //www. a rgus leader . com/news /Thu rsdayarticle3 . shtml 

http : //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignals/Flead lines/ showfull . asp? ID=law/ 11202000-1 

http : //www. Vancouver pro vince . com/newsite/news/001116/4879308. html 

http : //www. boulder news . com/opinion /column ists/15eoped .html 

http : //www. arizonarepublic . com / arizona/articles/1025aquifer25 . html 

http : //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignals/Flead lines/ showfull . asp? ID=edu/ 11202000 -3 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy.org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"When  you  grow  up  Indian,  you  quickly  learn  that  the  so-called  American 
Dream  isn't  for  you.  For  you  that  dream's  a nightmare. .. .When  I turned 
to  one  of  the  marshals... I saw... a mask  of  absolute  hatred  and  a look  in 
his  eyes  so  vile  that  it  can't  even  be  described ....  I swear,  I saw  his 
face  and  head  turn  into  a serpent's,  spitting  its  venom  at 
me. ... [Suddenly]  my  mind  flashed  with  bright  images  of  the  Sun  Dance,  of 


the  holy  Tree  of  Life  connecting  me  to  the  world,  of  the  skewers  being 
threaded  into  my  flesh  and  the  thongs  being  pulled  tight  until  the  flesh 
broke,  freeing  me.... Yes,  this  was  my  offering  to  Tunkashila,  the  Great 
Mystery--my  flesh,  my  life,  my  very  existence.  They  could  entomb  my 
body,  but  my  spirit  they  could  never  touch." 

excerpted  from  Leonard  Peltier,  _Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sun 

Dance_,  ed.  Harvey  Arden  (New  York:  St.  Martin's  Press,  1999) 

+ - __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

! ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  1 

| of  the  Republic  [ 

! and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

| States  Constitution,  ! 

j so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  I 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Dourney  I 

j The  Bloodline  [ 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  j 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  j 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  I 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  j 

I I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching. 

DO  NOT  let  these  vermin  slip  out  the  courthouse  door.  KEEP  the  light 
of  public  indignation  on  them. 

The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  Janice  Barker. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Hen  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Goverment  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 
St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 

Date:  Wed,  8 Nov  2000  19:05:27  EST 
From:  Rayann6@aol.com 
Subj : Stevie  Thompson 

I received  a call  today  from  Elizabeth  Langer  of  the  Ramsey  County 
Victims  Avocate  office.  She  called  to  let  me  know  that  Joseph 
Steinhauser ' s court  date  had  been  changed  once  again.  It  will  be 
November  28th  at  9:am  on  Tuesday. 

The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/steviethompson . html 

PLEASE  SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORT  FOR  STEVIE  THOMPSON'S  FAMILY  BY  COMING  TO  THE 
ST. PAUL  COURTHOUSE  AT  15  W.  KELLOGG  BLVD. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  13TH  AT  9:00  AM  FOR  STEINHAUSER 
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  20TH  AT  9:00  AM  FOR  THOMPSON 


I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http: //members .tripod . com/~dikani /pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 
>From  Mike  Wicks: 

Any  help  would  be  a blessing  to  those  at  Camp  Justice,  and  Pine  Ridge. 

Camp  Justice 
c/o  Tom  Poor  Bear 
P.O.  Box  823 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 


Helping  People  in  need  on  many  reservations: 

Night  Walker  Enterprises,  Inc. 

148  West  Oak  Street  Unit  C 
Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  80524 
TEL:  970  482  7797 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez  s 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

--  email  to  gars@speakeasy.org 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy.org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande . net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf .lonestar.org 
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RE:  Tribal  Member  to  Receive  WWII  Medals 


Date:  Wed,  15  Nov  2000  01:38:08  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike. HACKS. Arizona. EDU> 
Subj : Tribal  member  to  receive  WWII  medals  (Fwd) 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 
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Tucson,  Arizona  Saturday,  11  November  2000 
Veterans  Day 

Tribal  member  to  receive  WWII  medals 

Edgar  Harvey:  "I  never  thought  I was  going  to  get  any  medals." 

By  Stephanie  Innes 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

CHOULIC  - In  this  remote  village  on  the  Tohono  O'odham  reservation  is  an 
elderly  man  - a former  World  War  II  Navy  crewman  - for  whom  postwar  life 
has  not  been  everything  a veteran  might  expect. 

This  week  he's  been  smiling  more  than  usual. 

In  a Veterans  Day  ceremony  at  5 p.m.  today  at  the  Rodeo  Grounds  in  the 
tribe's  capital  of  Sells,  76-year-old  Edgar  Harvey  will  be  honored  with 
three  medals. 

He  will  receive  one  Silver  and  two  Bronze  stars  for  his  service  during 
seven  major  campaigns  while  he  was  a sailor  aboard  the  USS  Mississippi.  He 
left  the  ship  so  quickly  after  the  war  that  his  medals  never  caught  up 
with  him. 

The  tribe  will  pay  its  respects  today  to  all  of  the  approximately  2,500 
Tohono  O'odham  who  are  U.S.  service  veterans.  But  the  soon-to-be  decorated 
Harvey  will  be  the  highest  honoree  today,  according  to  Julius  Anguiano, 
the  tribe's  veterans  affairs  coordinator. 

The  past  54  years  since  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  Navy  have 
included  much  disappointment  and  despair  for  Harvey.  The  wife  he  married 
after  the  war  died  in  1959.  Five  of  his  10  children  from  his  first 
marriage  are  now  dead.  He  spent  years  bouncing  from  job  to  job  - at  least 
twice  because  of  troubles  with  the  law  due  to  drinking.  He  left  his  family 
so  often  that  at  one  point  his  children  were  placed  in  foster  care. 

His  daughter,  48-year-old  Edna  Thomas,  does  not  blame  her  father  for  the 
times  their  family  was  apart.  She  now  lives  in  Vamori,  a village  about  15 
miles  northwest  of  Choulic,  and  visits  Harvey  everyday. 

"I  am  so  proud  of  him,"  Thomas  said.  "It's  been  a difficult  life  for 
him. " 

It  was  Thomas  who  first  contacted  the  office  of  U.S.  Rep.  Ed  Pastor,  D- 
Ariz.j  because  of  a problem  with  her  father's  veteran's  benefits.  One  of 
Pastor's  aides  inquired  about  Harvey's  Navy  career  and  whether  he'd 
received  any  medals.  That  set  the  wheels  in  motion  to  reconstruct  the 
paperwork  and  petition  for  the  American  Campaign  and  Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign  medals. 

Maura  Saavedra,  an  aide  to  Pastor,  said  many  veterans  do  not  have  the 
honors  they  are  owed  because  they  moved  so  often  and  so  quickly  that  the 
paperwork  and  medals  didn't  catch  up  with  them.  Others  were  overlooked, 
and  some  medals  got  lost  in  the  system.  Federal  officials  face  a tough 
time  reconstructing  the  paperwork  for  many  veterans  due  to  a fire  that 
destroyed  the  Military  Records  Center  in  St.  Louis  in  1973,  she  added. 

Harvey,  who  expects  today's  ceremony  will  be  one  of  the  happiest 
occasions  of  his  life,  is  also  scheduled  to  receive  the  Philippine 
Liberation  Ribbon,  an  Honorable  Service  Lapel  Button  and  the  Philippine 
Presidential  Unit  Citation. 

Harvey  enlisted  in  the  Navy  at  19  and  was  stationed  at  the  Naval 
Training  Center  in  San  Diego  for  seven  weeks  before  his  transfer  to  the 
USS  Mississippi  on  Sept.  11,  1943. 

With  Harvey  aboard,  the  Mississippi  took  part  in  the  invasion  of  the 
Gilbert  Islands.  During  the  bombarding  of  Makin  in  November  1943,  a turret 
explosion  in  the  ship  killed  43  men. 

"I've  seen  a lot  of  action,  a lot  of  people  get  killed,"  Harvey  said.  "A 
lot  of  people  on  my  ship  died,  I don't  know  how  many.  It's  a miracle  I 
made  it.  I don't  know  why  I did." 

Harvey's  time  in  the  war  included  the  Marshall  Islands  campaign, 
shelling  Kwajalein,  assisting  in  the  liberation  of  the  Philippines,  and 
destroying  a powerful  Japanese  task  force  at  the  Battle  of  Surigao  Strait. 

He  was  in  Tokyo  Harbor  for  the  signing  of  the  Japanese  surrender 
document . 


He  rarely  speaks  of  the  battles  he  saw. 


But  he  does  share  that  the  war  marked  the  only  period  of  his  life  when 
he  has  been  outside  Arizona  except  for  a brief  fruit-picking  job  in 
Colorado  and  a car  ride  that  went  through  part  of  New  Mexico. 

He  vividly  recalls  the  awe  of  serving  his  country,  of  seeing  the  ocean 
for  the  first  time  and  sailing  underneath  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  when  his 
ship  left  San  Francisco. 

Since  leaving  the  Mississippi  in  1946,  Harvey  held  down  a series  of  jobs 
including  working  as  a copper  miner  in  Ajo,  a truck  driver  in  Phoenix,  and 
a construction  worker  in  Tucson.  He  retired  from  construction  work  in  the 
early  1980s  after  suffering  a bad  fall. 

He  has  lived  in  Choulic,  a village  near  the  Mexican  border,  ever  since. 
Though  he  suffers  from  a severe  skin  condition  that  has  affected  his 
walking  and  requires  him  to  use  a cane,  Harvey  continues  to  ride  horses  - 
when  his  concerned  family  members  aren't  around,  he  confessed.  Most  of  his 
children  and  grandchildren  also  live  on  the  reservation,  where  Harvey  grew 
up. 

Four  of  his  five  children,  including  Thomas,  are  expected  to  attend  the 
ceremony  in  Sells,  as  are  his  19  grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchildren 
His  wife,  Mary,  will  miss  it  because  she's  hospitalized  with  a broken  hip. 

"I  never  thought  I was  going  to  get  any  medals,"  Harvey  marvels. 

CHOULIC  - In  this  remote  village  on  the  Tohono  O'odham  reservation  is  an 
elderly  man  - a former  World  War  II  Navy  crewman  - for  whom  postwar  life 
has  not  been  everything  a veteran  might  expect. 

This  week  he's  been  smiling  more  than  usual. 

In  a Veterans  Day  ceremony  at  5 p.m.  today  at  the  Rodeo  Grounds  in  the 
tribe's  capital  of  Sells,  76-year-old  Edgar  Harvey  will  be  honored  with 
three  medals. 

He  will  receive  one  Silver  and  two  Bronze  stars  for  his  service  during 
seven  major  campaigns  while  he  was  a sailor  aboard  the  USS  Mississippi.  He 
left  the  ship  so  quickly  after  the  war  that  his  medals  never  caught  up 
with  him. 

The  tribe  will  pay  its  respects  today  to  all  of  the  approximately  2,500 
Tohono  O'odham  who  are  U.S.  service  veterans.  But  the  soon-to-be  decorated 
Harvey  will  be  the  highest  honoree  today,  according  to  Julius  Anguiano, 
the  tribe's  veterans  affairs  coordinator. 

The  past  54  years  since  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  Navy  have 
included  much  disappointment  and  despair  for  Harvey.  The  wife  he  married 
after  the  war  died  in  1959.  Five  of  his  10  children  from  his  first 
marriage  are  now  dead.  He  spent  years  bouncing  from  job  to  job  - at  least 
twice  because  of  troubles  with  the  law  due  to  drinking.  He  left  his  family 
so  often  that  at  one  point  his  children  were  placed  in  foster  care. 

His  daughter,  48-year-old  Edna  Thomas,  does  not  blame  her  father  for  the 
times  their  family  was  apart.  She  now  lives  in  Vamori,  a village  about  15 
miles  northwest  of  Choulic,  and  visits  Harvey  everyday. 

"I  am  so  proud  of  him,"  Thomas  said.  "It's  been  a difficult  life  for 
him. " 

It  was  Thomas  who  first  contacted  the  office  of  U.S.  Rep.  Ed  Pastor,  D- 
Ariz.,  because  of  a problem  with  her  father's  veteran's  benefits.  One  of 
Pastor's  aides  inquired  about  Harvey's  Navy  career  and  whether  he'd 
received  any  medals.  That  set  the  wheels  in  motion  to  reconstruct  the 
paperwork  and  petition  for  the  American  Campaign  and  Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign  medals. 

Maura  Saavedra,  an  aide  to  Pastor,  said  many  veterans  do  not  have  the 
honors  they  are  owed  because  they  moved  so  often  and  so  quickly  that  the 
paperwork  and  medals  didn't  catch  up  with  them.  Others  were  overlooked, 
and  some  medals  got  lost  in  the  system.  Federal  officials  face  a tough 
time  reconstructing  the  paperwork  for  many  veterans  due  to  a fire  that 
destroyed  the  Military  Records  Center  in  St.  Louis  in  1973,  she  added. 

Harvey,  who  expects  today's  ceremony  will  be  one  of  the  happiest 
occasions  of  his  life,  is  also  scheduled  to  receive  the  Philippine 
Liberation  Ribbon,  an  Honorable  Service  Lapel  Button  and  the  Philippine 
Presidential  Unit  Citation. 

Harvey  enlisted  in  the  Navy  at  19  and  was  stationed  at  the  Naval 
Training  Center  in  San  Diego  for  seven  weeks  before  his  transfer  to  the 
USS  Mississippi  on  Sept.  11,  1943. 


With  Harvey  aboard,  the  Mississippi  took  part  in  the  invasion  of  the 
Gilbert  Islands.  During  the  bombarding  of  Makin  in  November  1943,  a turret 
explosion  in  the  ship  killed  43  men. 

"I've  seen  a lot  of  action,  a lot  of  people  get  killed,"  Harvey  said.  "A 
lot  of  people  on  my  ship  died,  I don't  know  how  many.  It's  a miracle  I 
made  it.  I don't  know  why  I did." 

Harvey's  time  in  the  war  included  the  Marshall  Islands  campaign, 
shelling  Kwajalein,  assisting  in  the  liberation  of  the  Philippines,  and 
destroying  a powerful  Japanese  task  force  at  the  Battle  of  Surigao  Strait. 

He  was  in  Tokyo  Harbor  for  the  signing  of  the  Japanese  surrender 
document . 

He  rarely  speaks  of  the  battles  he  saw. 

But  he  does  share  that  the  war  marked  the  only  period  of  his  life  when 
he  has  been  outside  Arizona  except  for  a brief  fruit-picking  job  in 
Colorado  and  a car  ride  that  went  through  part  of  New  Mexico. 

He  vividly  recalls  the  awe  of  serving  his  country,  of  seeing  the  ocean 
for  the  first  time  and  sailing  underneath  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  when  his 
ship  left  San  Francisco. 

Since  leaving  the  Mississippi  in  1946,  Harvey  held  down  a series  of  jobs, 
including  working  as  a copper  miner  in  Ajo,  a truck  driver  in  Phoenix,  and 
a construction  worker  in  Tucson.  He  retired  from  construction  work  in  the 
early  1980s  after  suffering  a bad  fall. 

He  has  lived  in  Choulic,  a village  near  the  Mexican  border,  ever  since. 
Though  he  suffers  from  a severe  skin  condition  that  has  affected  his 
walking  and  requires  him  to  use  a cane,  Harvey  continues  to  ride  horses  - 
when  his  concerned  family  members  aren't  around,  he  confessed.  Most  of  his 
children  and  grandchildren  also  live  on  the  reservation,  where  Harvey  grew 
up. 

Four  of  his  five  children,  including  Thomas,  are  expected  to  attend  the 
ceremony  in  Sells,  as  are  his  19  grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchildren . 
His  wife,  Mary,  will  miss  it  because  she's  hospitalized  with  a broken  hip. 

"I  never  thought  I was  going  to  get  any  medals,"  Harvey  marvels. 

Contact  Stephanie  Innes  at  573-4134  or  at  sinnes@azstarnet.com. 
c.  Arizona  Daily  Star 
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Gover  addresses  tribal  leaders 
NOVEMBER  15,  2000 

Speaking  to  tribal  leaders  at  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians 
(NCAI)  on  Tuesday,  Kevin  Gover  recalled  with  pride,  honor,  and  humor  his 
three  years  as  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

"When  I took  this  job,  I told  you  that  we  would  make  a thousand  little 
changes  to  make  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  better.  I am  pleased  to 
report  that  I sat  down  with  the  senior  staff  recently,  and  we  came  up  with 
exactly  1,123  little  changes,"  said  Gover. 

"Unfortunately,  I will  be  unable  to  list  all  of  these  changes  here  today. 
It  turns  out  that  Ron  Allen  has  demanded  a recount,"  he  jokingly  added, 
referring  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  NCAI  and  the  outspoken  chairman  of 
the  Jamestown  S'Klallam  Tribe  of  Washington. 

More  seriously,  Gover  listed,  among  other  improvements,  an  increase  of 
nearly  a half  a billion  dollars  to  the  BIA  budget,  better  funding  for 
schools  and  law  enforcement,  and  continued  support  of  tribal  gaming.  He 
also  noted  changes  in  the  way  the  Bureau  manages  its  trust 
responsibilities,  one  of  the  major  issues  facing  tribes  today. 

But  the  road  to  success  wasn't  easy,  said  Gover.  He  took  office  amid  a 


time  when  many  in  Indian  Country  felt  anti-tribal  sentiments  were  rampant 
in  Congress  and  The  White  House. 

"After  the  1994  elections,  I was  very  concerned  that  we  were  entering  a 
new  era  of  danger  for  tribal  governments,  because  the  political  atmosphere 
in  Washington  was  as  toxic  as  I have  seen  in  my  lifetime,"  said  Gover.  "My 
fears  grew  deeper  as  we  saw  a series  of  attacks  on  tribal  tax  immunities, 
tribal  sovereign  immunity,  Indian  gaming,  and  the  BIA  and  IHS  budgets." 

"Then,  a remarkable  thing  began  to  happen.  We  began  to  win  those  fights 
on  the  Hill,"  recalled  Gover. 

Gover  attributed  part  of  the  turnabout  to  President  Bill  Clinton.  He 
said  Clinton  has  been  a strong  advocate  for  Native  Americans,  giving 
tribes  a "powerful"  voice. 

He  also  said  that  tribes  all  over  the  country  have  themselves  become 
more  powerful.  He  paid  respect  to  several  tribal  leaders  who  have  passed 
on,  like  Wendell  Chino  (Mescalero  Apache),  Helen  Peterson  (Oglala  Lakota), 
and  loe  De  La  Cruz  (Quinault  Nation),  calling  them  the  "modern  Indian 
warrior  chiefs . " 

But  he  noted  that  political  power  and  financial  success  has  sometimes 
come  with  a price,  pitting  tribes  against  one  another. 

"Most  disturbingly,  we  have  begun  to  see  the  use  of  Indian  political 
power  against  one  another.  Several  times  in  the  current  Congress,  we  have 
seen  tribes  propose  limitations  on  other  tribes  that  harm  tribal 
sovereignty  and  the  federal-tribal  relationship,"  said  Gover.  "Greed  is 
still  greed  whether  it  is  red  or  white." 

Gover  will  step  down  from  the  Bureau  before  the  new  administration  takes 
over . 

Copyright  c.  Indianz.Com  2000. 
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American  Indian  needs  studied 
By  OLIVIA  REYES  GARCIA 
Bakersfield  Californian 
1/05/2000 

Ron  Smith  Sr.  would  love  to  see  an  American  Indian  community  center 
established  in  Bakersfield. 

There,  American  Indians  could  learn  about  their  heritage,  meet  up  with 
friends,  and  access  needed  social  services  programs. 

Those  are  just  some  ideas,  he  said,  but  he  would  like  to  hear  others. 

"We  need  a place  to  gather,"  said  Smith,  a retired  federal  employee  who 
is  Blackfeet  Chippewa.  "Kern  County  and  Bakersfield  is  a melting  pot  for 
American  Indians;  there's  Cherokee,  Sioux,  Chippewa,  Navajo,  Apache." 

But  many  American  Indians  are  a close-knit,  silent  community.  Because  of 
that.  Smith  is  among  a group  of  American  Indian  community  leaders 
spearheading  a project  to  survey  families  and  adults  on  the  kind  of 
services  they  need. 

Called  the  Medicine  Wheel  of  Many  Nations  Project,  it  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  Kern  County  Mental  Health  Department. 

The  focus  of  the  project  is  to  assess  the  needs  of  American  Indians  in 
the  county. 

The  study  is  particularly  focused  on  designing  a system  of  care  for 
American  Indians. 

Often,  some  American  Indians  will  not  take  advantage  of  social  service 
programs  or  other  services  because  they  are  suspicious  of  anything  that 
has  to  do  with  the  government.  Smith  said. 

The  survey  is  broken  into  14  sections. 

Most  of  the  sections  center  around  mental  health  topics  such  as 


counseling,  depression,  trauma  and  loss,  as  well  as  services  needed. 

The  goal  is  to  talk  to  at  least  1,000  American  Indians.  About  10,000 
American  Indians  live  in  the  county,  including  Yokuts,  Chumash,  Hopi,  and 
Nava jos . 

So  far,  the  group  has  collected  nearly  400  surveys.  Members  of  the 
project  have  shown  up  at  tribal  council  meetings,  birthday  parties  and 
community  events  to  survey  American  Indians. 

The  assessment  is  expected  to  be  completed  early  next  year. 

Organizers  hope  the  project  will  establish  a list  of  priorities  for 
American  Indians  that  can  be  recommended  as  a blueprint  for  the  city, 
county,  community  groups  and  grant-awarding  agencies. 

The  mental  health  department  decided  to  get  involved  after  it  was  asked 
by  those  working  on  the  project. 

Department  employee  Lily  Alvarez  said  the  county  agency  would  like  to 
gather  information  about  the  extent  and  nature  of  problems  associated  with 
alcohol,  drugs  and  mental  illness  among  children  and  adults. 

"The  Indians  have  spoken;  they  are  clear  about  what  they  want,"  Alvarez 
said.  "Our  job  is  to  be  of  service  to  them,  to  be  a good  partner." 

"RE : BIA  Urges  Tribes  not  to  Engage  in  Politicals"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Nov  2000  08:56:37  EST 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Subj : BIA  director  urges  Indian  tribes  not  to  engage  in  political  quarrels 

<+>=3D<+>K0LA  Newslist<+>=3D<+>  [from  3H.  Thanks!] 

>To:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

BIA  director  urges  Indian  tribes  not  to  engage  in  political  quarrels 
By:  PAT  DOYLE  / Star  Tribune 

"Warning  Indian  tribes  not  to  abuse  their  new  power,  the  head  of  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  urged  tribal  leaders  Tuesday  to  avoid  playing 
politics  in  fighting  each  other  over  choice  casino  markets. 

"The  Creator  did  not  spare  us"  from  annihilation  "only  for  us  to  build 
casinos  and  use  political  tricks  against  one  another,"  BIA  Director  Kevin 
Gover  told  the  57th  annual  conference  of  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians  at  RiverCentre  in  St.  Paul. 

"Several  times  in  the  current  Congress,  we  have  seen  tribes  propose 
limitations  on  other  tribes,"  said  Gover,  a member  of  the  Pawnee  tribe. 
"Where  once  we  could  count  on  such  efforts  being  pursued  only  by  state  and 
local  governments,  we  now  see  such  efforts  being  pursued  by  tribes  against 
one  another. 

"The  irony  of  this  is  overwhelming:  We  make  enemies  of  one  another  at  the 
very  moment  that  our  unified  effort  could  secure  the  future  for  all  of  us. 
Greed  is  still  greed,  whether  it  is  red  or  white." 

Gover  received  a standing  ovation. 

His  remarks  came  as  tribes  in  Wisconsin  and  other  states  seek  to  expand 
gambling  to  new  and  better  markets  against  the  wishes  of  other  tribes  that 
fear  casino  competition.  The  Menominee  Tribe  of  east-central  Wisconsin  wants 
to  put  a casino  in  Kenosha  over  the  objections  of  the  Potawatomi  of 
northeastern  Wisconsin,  who  have  a casino  in  Milwaukee. 

Three  other  Wisconsin  tribes  want  to  build  a casino  in  Hudson,  Wis.,  80  to 
200  miles  from  their  existing  reservations,  to  tap  the  Twin  Cities  gambling 
market.  Minnesota  tribes  oppose  the  venture.  The  BIA  rejected  the  proposal 
in  1995,  but  is  reconsidering  it  in  the  aftermath  of  lawsuits,  congressional 
hearings  and  investigations  into  campaign  contributions  by  opposing  tribes. 

In  an  interview  after  his  speech,  Gover  said  he  wasn't  alluding  to  the 
Hudson  controversy  but  to  a dispute  between  tribes  in  California  over  a 
casino  site.  The  California  tribes  are  located  closer  to  each  other  than  the 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  tribes  feuding  over  the  proposed  Hudson  casino. 

"How  successful  do  we  have  to  be  before  we're  not  afraid  of  someone  else 
getting  a piece  of  the  action?"  he  said. 

Gover  declined  to  identify  the  California  tribes  involved  in  the  dispute. 

But  in  southern  California,  the  Torres-Martinez  band,  a poor  community  that 
lost  half  of  its  reservation  to  flooding,  wants  to  build  a casino  12  miles 


from  its  existing  reservation  and  a few  miles  from  a casino  run  by  the 
Cabazon  band.  The  Cabazon  casino  brings  in  an  estimated  $50  million  a year; 
until  recently,  that  band  had  balked  at  the  prospect  of  competition. 

Service  projects  honored 

The  Harvard  Project  on  American  Indian  Economic  Development  honored  three 
Minnesota  tribes  at  the  conference  for  encouraging  members  to  start  small 
businesses  and  attempting  to  prevent  suicide  or  otherwise  improve  health 
care . 

The  Mille  Lacs  band  of  Ojibwe  and  the  White  Earth  and  Fond  du  Lac  bands  of 
Chippewa  were  among  16  finalists  from  around  the  nation  for  awards  that  were 
given  to  eight  groups  late  Tuesday.  The  White  Earth  Suicide  Intervention 
Team,  which  took  action  to  counter  suicide  on  the  reservation,  was  among 
those  final  eight  winners. 

The  other  seven  winners  were  the  Navajo  Child  Special  Advocacy  Project  in 
Window  Rock,  Ariz.;  the  Yukanna  Development  Corp.  of  Galena,  Alaska;  the 
Swinomish  Cooperative  Land  Use  Program  of  La  Conner,  Wash.;  the  Elders' 
Cultural  Advisory  Council  of  San  Carlos,  Ariz.;  the  Economic  Development 
Corp.  at  Ho-Chunk  Inc.  in  Winnebago,  Neb.;  Hopi  Dunior-Senior  High  Two  Plus 
Two  Plus  Two  program  in  Kearns  Canyon,  Ariz.,  and  the  Pueblo  of  Dojoaque  Poeh 
Center  in  Santa  Fe,  N.M. 

The  Mille  Lacs  band  was  a finalist  for  a $1.4  million  program  that  made 
loans  at  3 to  4 percent  interest  to  tribal  members  who  wanted  to  start 
businesses  in  1996.  The  band  also  waived  standard  requirements  for 
collateral  and  provided  special  business  training. 

"The  majority  of  band  members  didn't  have  sufficient  collateral  to  cover 
debt,"  said  Mille  Lacs  member  Sharon  lames,  who  has  been  involved  in  running 
the  project.  "They  have  poor  credit  history  or  no  credit  history." 

Thirty-five  small  businesses  began  in  1997.  Nineteen  are  still  operating. 

Fond  du  Lac  was  a finalist  for  devising  a better  way  to  keep  track  of 
pharmacy  billing  and  prescriptions." 

Pat  Doyle  can  be  contacted  at  pdoyle@startribune.com 
c.  Copyright  2000  Star  Tribune. 
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Hopes  dim  for  settlement  of  Indian  trust  lawsuit 
By  Bill  McAllister 
Denver  Post 
Nov.  19,  2000 

Barely  a month  after  Congress  directed  the  InteWrior  Department  to  settle 
the  massive  lawsuit  over  its  300,000  mismanaged  Indian  trust  accounts,  the 
chances  of  an  out-ofcourt  resolution  of  the  billion-dollar  dispute  have 
faded  dramatically. 

Treasury  officials  admitted  last  week  that  they  had  destroyed  another 
four  boxes  of  documents  related  to  the  claims,  a statement  that  infuriated 
lawyers  for  the  Indians.  The  lawyers  quickly  threatened  to  reopen  the 
first  phase  of  the  case. 

"We're  back  at  all-out  war,"  said  Dennis  Gingold,  the  Washington  lawyer 
who  has  taken  a lead  role  in  pressing  the  case.  Efforts  to  resolve  the 
case  out  of  court  have  collapsed,  said  Gingold,  who  used  to  practice  law 
in  Denver.  Gingold  disclosed  that  lawyers  representing  American  Indians 
had  reached  an  agreement  with  the  Interior  Department  on  Aug.  14  that 
would  have  resolved  all  the  issues  from  the  first  phase  of  the  case.  In 
return,  the  government  would  drop  its  appeal  of  the  dispute  to  a federal 
court  here  in  Washington  and  begin  to  wrestle  with  the  issue  of  how  much 
damages  the  Indians  are  due. 


But  Gingold  said  Assistant  Attorney  General  Lois  J.  Schiffer  intervened 
and  insisted  on  rewriting  the  settlement.  Justice  has  claimed  a right  to 
oversee  the  case  because  of  "procedural  issues/'  Gingold  said.  Gingold 
said  Schiffer 's  actions  have  proved  fatal  to  the  settlement  efforts. 

As  a result,  Gingold,  who  is  pressing  the  class  action  lawsuit  along 
with  the  Boulder-based  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  plans  to  go  back  into 
federal  district  court  here  and  seek  to  reopen  part  of  the  first  phase  of 
the  case. 

He  will  allege  that  the  government  has  continued  to  destroy  documents 
needed  in  the  case  in  violation  of  the  orders  of  District  Judge  Royce  C. 
Lamberth . 

The  issues  in  the  4-year-old  lawsuit  are  huge.  At  stake  are  billions  of 
dollars  that  the  government  has  had  in  trust  for  about  300,000  American 
Indians,  monies  that  were  largely  from  oil,  gas  and  mineral  leases  of 
lands  owned  by  Indians  but  managed  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

For  decades,  it  has  been  wellknown  that  the  the  accounts  were  a mess. 

But  despite  repeated  warnings  from  the  General  Accounting  Office  and 
members  of  Congress,  the  government  had  been  unable  to  straighten  out  the 
accounts  and  tell  the  account  holders  how  much  money  they  have. 

Lamberth  has  ruled  that  the  government  breached  its  trust  responsibility 
to  the  Indians  and  he  has  ordered  a second  phase  of  the  case  on  the  amount 
of  damages  that  the  government  must  pay.  That  amount  is  in  the  billions, 
according  to  all  sides  in  the  case. 

Interior  officials  from  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  on  down  have  said  that 
the  Clinton  administration  would  like  to  resolve  the  issue  before  leaving 
office.  In  October,  Congress  added  its  directive  in  the  department's 
appropriations  bill,  telling  Interior  officials  to  resolve  the  issue 
quickly  and  without  another  trial. 

But  Gingold 's  comments  and  the  latest  disclosure  about  more  lost  records 
make  it  unlikely  that  any  resolution  will  be  reached  before  Jan.  20  when 
Clinton  and  Babbitt  leave  office.  That  means  a new  cast  of  negotiators 
will  have  to  take  over  any  efforts  to  resolve  the  case  and  the  appointees 
who  have  to  handle  such  issues  probably  won't  be  in  place  until  sometime 
in  the  middle  of  next  year. 

That  puts  the  issue  back  in  the  courts.  As  Gingold  pointed  out,  the 
issues  there  have  once  again  become  heated. 

Lawyers  for  the  Indians  are  demanding  that  the  Treasury  Department 
identify  what  sanctions  the  agency  took  against  several  lawyers  who  were 
aware  of  the  first  major  document  destruction  in  the  case.  They  have  the 
support  of  Dow  Jones  & Co.,  publisher  of  The  Wall  Street  Journal,  in  that 
request . 

Gingold  and  his  colleagues  also  are  pressing  the  government  about 
destruction  of  e-mail  messages  that  may  involve  the  case  and  the  four 
boxes  that  were  destroyed  recently  at  the  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  federal 
records  center.  Government  lawyers  have  maintained  that  the  destruction  of 
the  records  was  accidental. 

Fund-raising  falls  short 

One  possible  reason  Democrat  Ken  Toltz  didn't  make  much  of  a showing  Nov. 
7 against  freshman  Rep.  Tom  Tancredo  of  Littleton  might  be  found  in  a 
report  from  a new  group  called  the  Campaign  Finance  Institute. 

Toltz  was  known  for  his  fundraising  prowess,  but  in  the  end,  he  didn't 
rise  to  the  level  of  average.  Average,  that  is,  for  a winning  challenger. 
The  average  winning  challenger,  the  study  found,  raised  $1.7  million. 

Toltz,  by  mid-October,  didn't  pass  the  $1  million  mark. 

"In  today's  campaign  environment  with  lots  of  soft  money  spending  by  the 
parties  and  interest  groups,  but  little  news  coverage  by  the  local  print 
and  electronic  media  - it  seems  to  take  more  money  for  the  candidates  to 
be  heard  than  ever  before,"  said  the  group's  executive  director,  Michael 
Malbin . 

CFI  is  a bipartisan  Washingtonbased  group  dedicated  to  reforming  the 
country's  campaign  finance  laws. 

Hefley  stays  home 

Rep.  Joel  Hefley,  R-Colorado  Springs,  didn't  make  it  back  to  Washington 


last  week  for  the  lame  duck  congressional  session.  Spokeswoman  Sarah 
Shelden  said  that  the  dean  of  the  House  delegation  remained  ill  from 
complications  of  dental  surgery  in  late  September.  Hefley  should  be  in 
Washington  on  Dec.  5 when  the  session  resumes,  Shelden  said. 
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Native  uproar 

Chiefs  slam  Alliance 

By  NOVA  PIERSON  --  Calgary  Sun 

Southern  Alberta  Native  chiefs  are  urging  their  members  to  vote  and 
register  their  contempt  for  Canadian  Alliance  policies. 

Blood  Tribe  Chief  Chris  Shade  said  Treaty  7 chiefs  have  come  together 
and  will  next  week  "condemn"  the  Alliance  and  encourage  Aboriginals  to 
vote  in  more  than  the  spotty  numbers  they  did  in  the  last  election. 

"These  federal  candidates  --  we're  not  much  of  a concern  to  them 
because  we  haven't  spoken  up,"  said  Shade,  noting  only  200  of  his  Fort 
Macleod-area  tribe  voted  federally  in  1997. 

Last  week,  the  Congress  of  Aboriginal  Peoples  endorsed  the  Liberal 
Party  and  attacked  the  CA. 

They  say  Stockwell  Day  and  the  Alliance's  policies,  which  include  a 
proposal  to  do  away  with  their  tax  exemptions,  are  a threat  to 
Natives . 

At  a speech  in  Winnipeg  on  Friday,  200  Aboriginal  protesters  forced 
Day  to  cut  short  a speech  when  they  began  chanting,  drumming  and 
waving  signs  like  "KKKDay." 

Shade  said  local  First  Nations,  including  Treaty  7's  Siksika,  Stoney, 

Tsuu  T'ina  and  Peigan  bands,  have  to  put  aside  differences  they  say 
politicians  have  played  on  in  the  past. 

"We're  going  to  be  united  and  protect  what's  rightfully  ours,"  said 
Shade. 

He  said  the  fact  a fellow  band  member,  Duane  Good  Striker,  is  running 
for  the  NDP  in  the  Macleod  riding  may  help  bring  out  more  Aboriginal 
voters . 
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Documentary  illustrates  Pine  Ridge  housing  woes 
By  LEE  WILLIAMS=20 
Argus  Leader 
published:  11/16/00 

A documentary  chronicling  the  lives  of  four  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation 
families  will  be  broadcast  nationally  tonight  on  public  television. 

The  presentation  entitled,  "Homeland,"  is  the  work  of  California 
filmmakers  lilann  Spitzmiller  and  Hank  Rogerson,  who  spent  three  years 
following  the  South  Dakota  families  as  they  attempted  to  build  or  buy 
homes  and  struggled  to  better  their  lives. 

When  he  first  arrived  on  Pine  Ridge  in  1994,  Rogerson  said  he  was  struck 


by  how  much  he  didn't  know  about  contemporary  reservation  life. 

"We  saw  life  beyond  what's  in  the  popular  media,  that  boils  it  down  to 
casinos,  alcoholism  and  unemployment,"  Rogerson  said.  "There's  so  much 
more  there;  strong  family  values,  humor  and  spirituality." 

The  families  featured  in  the  film  are: 

Marian  White  Mouse  and  her  husband,  who  wanted  to  build  a home  in  the 
country  for  their  three  children,  but  discovered  that  acquiring  land  was 
virtually  impossible. 

Michael  Little  Boy,  a spiritual  leader  in  his  community,  whose  family 
became  the  first  to  receive  a recycled  military  home  from  Grand  Forks  Air 
Force  Base  in  North  Dakota. 

Thurman  Horse,  who  moved  out  of  reservation  "cluster  housing"  to  Rapid 
City  and  then  Sacramento  trying  to  establish  himself  in  the  arts  and  find 
a better  education  for  his  children. 

and  63-year-old  Doris  Eagle,  who  struggles  to  help  her  eight 
grandchildren  rebuild  their  family  life. 

The  glue  that  binds  the  four  families'  stories  together  in  Rogerson 's 
work,  is  their  search  for  better  housing,  an  issue  common  on  many 
reservations . 

Tribal  housing  directors  across  South  Dakota  are  struggling  to  meet 
needs  of  residents  on  long  waiting  lists  for  affordable  homes. 

On  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation,  a man  who  had  waited  since  1992 
finally  got  a home  last  year,  according  to  Wayne  Ducheneau,  tribal  housing 
director. 

"If  I could  build  250  homes,  it  would  wipe  out  my  waiting  list 
entirely,"  Ducheneau  said.  "I  have  enough  money  to  build  11  homes,  and  it 
looks  like  we'll  have  that  for  the  next  three  years." 

Doe  Abdo  Hr.,  executive  director  of  the  tribal  housing  authority  at  the 
Yankton  Sioux  Reservation,  estimates  he  would  need  100  homes  to  clear  the 
waiting  list  in  his  tribe. 

"Every  time  we  turn  around  HUD  is  cutting  back,"  he  said.  "We  lost  money 
for  development,  and  now  have  to  borrow  money  from  private  lenders." 

The  tribe  researched  the  possibility  of  obtaining  surplus  military 
trailers,  but  decided  the  cost  was  prohibitive,  so  the  need  continues. 

"Our  worst  case  has  25  people  living  in  an  overcrowded  two-bedroom,  from 
grandmas  to  grandkids.  It's  a shame,"  he  said. 

Casino  revenues  have  allowed  the  Sisseton-Wahpeton  Tribe  meet  some  of 
housing  needs.  Plans  to  build  six-plexes  for  single  families,  and  four- 
plexes  for  elderly  residents  are  in  the  works.  Still,  the  tribe  has  a 
waiting  list  for  housing  that  fluctuates  between  150  to  200  families, 
according  to  Ron  Hones,  tribal  housing  director. 

"It  looks  like  were  making  a dent  in  our  list,"  Hones  said.  "The  tribe 
donated  more  than  70  acres  and  a half-million  dollars  in  gaming  money  to 
get  these  people  taken  care  of.  I'm  very  proud  of  how  things  are  working 
out . " 

The  tribe  also  has  instituted  a first-time  home  buyers'  program,  which 
has  helped  58  families  move  into  homes  since  Ian.  1. 

Tribal  members  locate  a lender,  complete  the  paperwork  then  contact  the 
housing  authority  just  as  they're  ready  to  sign. 

"Then,  we  give  them  up  to  $10,000,  which  goes  directly  to  the  lender,  to 
cover  closing  costs  or  is  applied  to  the  principal,"  Hones  said. 

Sisseton  also  ordered  10  homes  that  were  constructed  by  prison  labor. 
Hones  said  the  total  cost  per  unit  is  $53,000.  The  homes  cost  the  tribe 
$28,000  each,  and  Hones  said  the  remaining  $25,000  is  for  inf rastructure 
such  as  basements,  water  and  sewer. 

Ducheneau  said  the  federal  government  needs  to  seriously  study  housing 
needs  in  Indian  Country. 

"Our  worst  case  is  one  home  with  27  people  living  in  it,  which  is 
something  we're  not  supposed  to  allow,"  Ducheneau  said.  "But  what  are  we 
supposed  to  do?  Kick  them  out  into  the  cold?" 

Rogerson  said  his  film's  intent  is  not  to  chronicle  problems  associated 
with  reservation  life,  but  to  serve  as  a bridge  between  two  societies. 

"Our  intent  was  to  bring  more  understanding  between  the  cultures,  and 
our  hope  is  that  the  film  will  do  something  in  that  area." 


Reach  reporter  Lee  Williams  at  lwilliam@argusleader.com  or  331-2318 
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Congress  passes  Pueblo  land  settlement  bill 
By  Brian  Stockes 
Today  staff 
Washington  Bureau 

WASFIINGTON  - Congress  recently  passed  legislation  to  settle  a 
long-standing  land  claim  by  the  Santo  Domingo  Pueblo. 

Linder  consideration  for  more  than  100  years,  the  land  claim  includes 
areas  within  the  pueblo's  aboriginal  territory  in  north  central  New 
Mexico.  Today  its  lands  are  located  between  Albuquerque  and  Santa 
Fe,  N.M. 

The  pueblo  will  receive  $23  million  as  well  as  4,500  acres  of 
disputed  land  administered  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  It 
would  also  have  the  option  to  buy  7,000  acres  of  Forest  Service  land 
for  $3.7  million. 

In  return,  the  tribe  waives  all  remaining  land  claims.  The  bill 
specifies  that  $15  million  of  funds  transferred  to  the  tribe  would 
be  deposited  in  a "land  claims  settlement  fund"  for  use  by  the 
pueblo  in  land  acquisition  and  other  purposes. 

"This  is  a comprehensive  settlement  that  will  help  end  this 
decades-old  land  dispute,"  said  Rep.  Tom  Udall,  D-N.M.,  who 
introduced  the  bill  in  the  House.  "This  has  been  a trying  experience 
for  everyone  involved.  I am  pleased  that  the  House  acted  on  this 
measure  so  quickly." 

Santo  Domingo  Pueblo  has  asserted  its  land  claims  in  New  Mexico 
since  the  late  1800s.  Many  of  these  claims  have  been  the  subject  of 
lawsuits  which  remain  unresolved. 

One  example  is  a claim  to  25,000  acres  of  land  based  on  the  pueblo's 
1748  purchase  of  a land  grant  from  Spain.  The  pueblo  has  the 
original  deed  reflecting  the  purchase  under  Spanish  law.  However, 
after  the  United  States  assumed  sovereignty  over  New  Mexico,  the 
pueblo's  title  to  the  land  was  never  confirmed.  Later,  many  of  these 
lands  were  treated  as  public  domain. 

Today,  title  to  these  lands  is  claimed  by  federal  agencies,  the  New 
Mexico  Land  Commission,  other  tribes  and  private  parties. 

Over  the  past  three  years,  the  federal  government  and  the  pueblo 
negotiated  a settlement  to  resolve  all  existing  land  claims.  The 
bill  ratifies  this  agreement  and  the  president  is  expected  to  sign 
the  bill  into  law.  Santo  Domingo  officials  say  the  outcome  of 
litigation  to  resolve  the  land  and  trespass  claims  remains  unclear. 

"I  hope  we  have  finally  come  to  an  end  on  this  long,  long,  long 
discussion  of  the  land  deal,"  said  Benny  Atencio,  the  tribe's 
secretary  and  spokesman.  He  added  that  the  pueblo  will  not  build 
casinos  on  any  of  the  land.  "We're  glad  that  some  of  our  land  will 
be  returned  back  to  us,  even  though  we  will  have  to  pay  for  it." 

Brian  Stockes  reports  from  Washington,  D.C.  He  can  be  reached  at 
(202)  783-0212  or  by  e-mail  bstockes@earthlink.net. 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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Landowners  thrown  out  of  Pueblo  claim 
NOVEMBER  20,  2000 

Proclaiming  it  to  be  a "great  day,"  Sandia  Pueblo  officials  on  Friday 
welcomed  a federal  court  ruling  which  cleared  the  last  legal  obstacle  in 
their  claim  for  the  Sandia  Mountains  of  New  Mexico. 

"This  is  an  emotional  day  for  us,  because  this  decision  brings  this  long 
controversy  closer  to  the  final  result,"  said  Sandia  Pueblo  Governor 
Stuwart  Paisano  in  a prepared  statement. 

A group  of  private  landowners  and  the  county  of  Bernalillo  had  attempted 
to  intervene  in  a decision  favoring  the  Pueblo.  But  on  Friday,  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  the  District  of  Columbia  dismissed  their  appeal. 

The  court  also  agreed  to  let  the  Department  of  Interior  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  withdraw  their  own  appeal.  So  with  the 
landowners  and  county  out  of  the  way,  the  two  Departments  and  the  Pueblo 
are  now  hoping  to  come  to  an  agreement  over  the  reservation ' s boundaries. 

The  Pueblo  has  been  arguing  all  along  that  Congress  erred  in  1858  by 
removing  about  10,000  acres  from  their  reservation.  They  met  resistance 
from  the  Interior,  however,  who  didn't  want  to  reconsider  the  boundaries. 

A lower  court  said  the  Interior  had  to  address  the  issue,  however.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  involved  because  the  land  claim  affects  the 
Cibola  National  Forest. 

A settlement  over  the  land  was  proposed  in  April,  but  objections  had 
been  raised,  primarily  by  the  county  and  landowners.  Linder  that  agreement, 
the  Pueblo  agreed  to  give  up  its  claim  to  the  land  in  exchange  for  access 
to  the  area.  They  also  wanted  to  approve  any  development  proposed  for  the 
area . 

Whether  or  not  those  conditions  are  still  agreeable  to  all  the  parties 
is  not  yet  known,  but  all  have  indicated  that  a settlement  is  near.  Any 
agreement  proposed  has  to  be  approved  by  Congress. 

In  addition  to  dismissing  the  landowners  and  the  county,  the  court  on 
Friday  said  that  if  the  Interior  chooses  to  redraw  the  Pueblo's  boundaries, 
they  have  the  option  of  soliciting  public  comments  about  the  issue.  Also, 
they  have  to  commission  a new  survey  to  determine  where  the  boundaries 
would  lie. 

Relevant  Links: 

Sandia  Pueblo  - www.sandiapueblo.nsn.us 
Copyright  c.  Indianz.Com  2000. 
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Hi  Bob, 

On  Friday,  November  10,  2000,  we  held  the  second  big  hay  run  for  HPL 
Dine'  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Black  Mesa  Weavers  for  Life  and  Land  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  which  donated  the  funds.  About  50  tons  of 
good  alfalfa  hay  were  again  delivered  to  the  Hardrock  Chapter.  The  hay 
run  was  held  after  two  postponements  due  to  rain.  Here's  the  story  as 
told  to  me  by  Mae  Washington,  who,  together  with  Verna  Clinton, 


coordinated  the  hay  run. 

This  time,  the  weather  cooperated  with  us:  the  two  big  hay  trucks 
arrived  around  7 a.m.,  and  the  people  from  Star  Mountain  (who  have  the 
farthest  to  travel  to  Hardrock)  not  long  thereafter.  The  weather  was 
cold  and  cloudy,  but  not  yet  wet.  Verna  Clinton  brought  her  mother,  Ida 
Mae  Clinton,  who  brought  a big  pot  of  hot  coffee,  which  was  very  welcome 
and  much  appreciated.  Mae  said  that  everybody  pitched  in  to  help  unload 
the  hay,  moving  all  50  tons  really  fast  from  semi  trailer  to  pickups, 
and  as  in  September,  the  two  drivers  also  helped  all  the  way  through. 

Five  Dine'  men  volunteered  to  help  with  the  entire  unloading,  and  one 
received  3 bales  and  the  others  received  5 bales  each  for  their  labor. 

Mae  said  there  was  a very  good  spirit  of  cooperation  and  people  really 
helped  each  other.  A total  of  46  HPL  Dine'  households/families  made  it 
to  the  hay  run  and  almost  everyone  got  15  bales  of  hay.  The  exceptions 
were  two  people  whose  trucks  weren't  big  enough  to  hold  15  bales,  and 
they  took  12  and  8 bales  respectively,  and  one  Dine'  who  got  13  toward 
the  end  as  the  hay  was  just  about  finished.  Some  of  the  people  who  were 
there  in  September  didn't  make  it  this  time.  However,  all  the  people  of 
whom  we  knew  who  hadn't  been  there  in  September  did  get  to  this  hay  run, 
as  well  as  some  new  names,  so  our  count  of  HPL  Dine'  is  gradually 
expanding  in  scope  and  accuracy. 

A number  of  Dine'  from  HPL  also  picked  up  hay  for  others  who  did  not 
have  vehicles,  and  Larry  Nez  from  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  Office 
again  was  there  to  pick  up  hay  for  an  HPL  Dine'  elder  who  does  not  have 
a vehicle. 

Mae  said  that  a little  after  noon,  after  the  last  hay  was  given  out,  it 
became  very  windy  and  blustery  and  began  to  snow  heavily,  mixed  with 
rain--so,  we  made  it  just  in  time.  It  was  a good  thing  too  that  we  were 
able  to  deliver  the  hay,  because  everyone  was  either  out  of  hay  or  down 
to  their  last  2-3  bales. 

Finally,  Mae  told  how  her  aunt  came  over  and  saw  the  scraps  and  clumps 
of  scrap  hay  left  after  everyone  had  gone,  and  Mae  suggested  she  gather 
them  up  in  plastic  bags  and  take  them  home.  Her  aunt  said  she'd  just 
bring  her  sheep  over  to  eat  it.  And  Mae  said  it  was  really  a nice 
sight--those  happy  sheep  on  the  field  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chapter, 
being  watched  by  two  sheepdogs,  and  just  munching  away...  Not  a scrap  of 
hay  went  to  waste! 

So,  AHE ' HEE ' - -MANY  THANKS  to  Mae  Washington  and  Verna  Clinton  for 
coordinating  and  organizing  this  hay  run;  to  all  the  Dine'  who  helped 
get  the  word  out  to  others,  and  who  participated  and  helped  each  other 
at  the  hay  run;  to  the  staff  at  the  Hardrock  Chapter  who  patiently  put 
up  and  took  down  signs  each  time  we  changed  the  date,  and  helped  spread 
the  word;  to  Daniel  Tso  & Buddy  Benally  and  all  the  folks  at  NAPI  in 
Farmington,  and  the  truck  drivers,  for  their  flexibility,  cooperation, 
and  good  spirit  in  working  with  us  to  get  the  hay  delivered  at  last! 

MANY  THANKS  also  to  Rev.  Shirley  Montoya  of  Kayenta,  who  couldn't  be 
there  this  time,  but  helped  in  organizing  and  coordinating,  and  profound 
thanks  to  the  generosity  and  kindness  of  Bishop  William  Dew  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  Desert  Southwest  Conference  in  Phoenix  and  to 
the  UMC  national  relief  committee,  who  funded  the  hay  runs,  and  to  Rev. 
Travis  Kendall  of  Phoenix  and  Wally  Athey,  UMC-Phoenix  director  of 
communications,  who  were  also  there  in  spirit,  as  was  I... 

I hope  we  can  continue  these  hay  runs  and  do  another  at  the  end  of 
December!  I'll  be  selling  weavings  Dcember  9-10  at  the  Cultural  Survival 
Holiday  Bazaar  (Harvard  University  Pound  Law  School  building  in 
Cambridge,  MA) . 

If  anyone  wants  to  contribute  to  the  Black  Mesa  Weavers  for  Life  and 
Land  hay/livestock  feeding  fund,  you  can  either  buy  a Dine'  weaving, 
churro  wool,  or  jewelry  by  contacting  me:  carol@migrations.com.  You  can 
see  the  weavings  and  other  items  currently  for  sale  at: 
http://www.migrations.com  All  sales  include  tax-deductible 
contributions . 

You  can  also  send  a tax-deductible  contribution  earmarked  for  the  hay 
fund  directly  to: 


SEE,  Inc.  20110  Rockport  Way  Malibu,  CA  90265-5340 


many  thanks,  peace  and  blessings, 

Carol 

P.S.  Mae  Washington  and  Norris  & Lena  Nez  are  arriving  in  Reno,  Nevada, 
today  at  the  Geological  Society  of  America  annual  meeting.  On  Tuesday, 
Novemeber  14,  Mae  and  Norris  will  be  co-presenting  a talk  on  the  coal 
slurry  line,  N-aquifer,  and  water  issues,  at  the  forum  organzied  by 
Stuart  Leiderman  of  the  University  of  New  Hampshire.  They  may  be  talking 
in  my  time  slot  ("Alternatives  to  the  use  of  drinking  water  to  move 
coal ..."). 

If  anyone  has  not  yet  seen  the  EXCELLENT  Natural  Resources  Defense 
Council  (NRDC)  report  on  the  destructive  impact  of  the  slurry  line 
(published  October  24),  you  can  read  it  at  www.nrdc.org 
--  Carol  S.  Halberstadt,  Migrations  (carol@migrations . com)  Native 
American  art  and  crafts  http://www.migrations.com 
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Bolivian  Indians  Form  Their  Own  Political  Party 

LA  PAZ,  Bolivia  (Reuters)  - Bolivia's  top  Indian  leader  has  announced  the 
creation  of  a political  party  intended  to  serve  the  interests  of 
indigenous  people  in  the  South  American  nation  "oppressed  for  500  years 
by  white  people . " 

Seeking  to  increase  the  political  influence  of  Bolivia's  large 
indigenous  population,  Indian  leader  Felipe  Quispe  trumpeted  the  formation 
of  the  Pachakuti  Indigenous  Movement  late  on  Tuesday  in  a speech  to  a 
crowd  of  10,000  Aymara  Indians  in  a village  located  37  miles  (60  km)  from 
the  capital  La  Paz. 

Pachakuti  means  "return  to  ancestors"  in  an  Indian  dialect. 

The  crowd  burned  the  flags  of  traditional  political  parties,  as  Quispe 
--  better  known  as  the  "Mallku"  or  "Condor"  --  promised  that  the  new  party 
would  strive  for  better  working  conditions  for  Bolivia's  indigenous  people, 
who  make  up  60  percent  of  the  Andean  nation's  population  of  8 million. 

Quispe  described  the  new  party's  principles  as  "not  lying,  not  being  a 
thief,  not  being  weak  and  not  being  a traitor"  and  said  the  party  would 
participate  in  general  elections  in  2002. 

Speaking  on  the  219th  anniversary  of  the  dethroning  of  the  Indian  Chief 
Tupaj  Katari  during  colonial  rule  by  Spain,  Quispe  addressed  the  crowd  in 
an  Indian  dialect  --  rather  than  Spanish  --  in  the  small  Andean  village 
of  Penas  northeast  of  La  Paz. 

Government  efforts  to  wipe  out  production  of  coca  leaf,  which  peasants 
chew  to  stave  off  altitude  sickness  and  hunger,  was  a key  factor  behind 
weeks  of  highway  blockades  and  violent  protests  in  September  that  left  10 
dead  and  another  165  injured. 

Bolivia  is  the  world's  third-largest  producer  of  coca  after  Peru  and 
Colombia.  The  landlocked  country  is  South  America's  poorest  nation  with  an 
average  annual  income  of  about  $1,000. 


President  Hugo  Banzer,  a 1970s  military  dictator  democratically  elected 
in  1997,  has  promised  to  eradicate  coca  production  in  all  but  a few 
corners  of  Bolivia  in  return  for  much-needed  U.S.  aid. 

Quispe  told  the  densely  packed  crowd  in  Penas  that  the  time  had  come  to 
"reclaim  the  Aymara  nation,  oppressed  for  500  years  by  white  people." 

He  also  said,  "Peasants  cannot  continue  taking  care  of  sheep  all  the 
time  and  they  must  make  an  effort  to  train  themselves  in  a vocation  so  our 
country  can  export  its  products  abroad." 

Quispe  condemned  endemic  government  corruption  and  said  the  new  party's 
superior  organization  would  allow  it  to  exercise  domestic  political 
influence  where  previous  Indian  political  parties  have  failed. 
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"RE : A Critical  Time  for  Chiapas"  

Date:  Sat,  18  Nov  2000  01:04:31  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Paul  Pureau  <paul_pureau@yahoo . com> 

Subj : Fwd:  Mexico:  A critical  time  for  Chiapas  -- 
human  rights  must  be  respected 
— ai-news@amnesty.org  wrote: 

From:  ai-news@amnesty.org 

Mailing  List:  Our  Red  Earth  <OurRedEarth@egroups . com> 

*News  Release  Issued  by  the  International  Secretariat  of  Amnesty  Int'ntl* 
16  November  2000 
AMR  41/061/2000 
217/00 

Amnesty  International  today  called  on  President  Ernesto  Zedillo  and 
President-elect  Vicente  Fox  to  ensure  that  the  imminent  transfer  of  power 
in  the  state  of  Chiapas  is  free  of  political  violence  and  human  rights 
abuse. 

There  are  very  worrying  signs  that  an  already  volatile  situation  in 
Chiapas  is  worsening  in  the  run-up  to  President-elect  Vicente  Fox  assuming 
power  on  1 December,  and  Governor-elect  for  Chiapas,  Pablo  Salazar,  taking 
office  a week  later,"  said  Amnesty  International's  Deputy  Secretary 
General,  Vincent  del  Buono. 

There  is  clear  evidence  that  the  situation  in  Chiapas  is  rapidly 
deteriorating.  A number  of  disturbing  reports  have  come  to  the  attention 
of  Amnesty  International  and  the  international  community:  the  federal 
security  forces  have  been  mobilized,  so-called  paramilitary  groups  are 
threatening  to  attack  displaced  indigenous  people,  and  indigenous 
communities  sympathetic  to  the  Ejlrcito  Zapatista  de  Liberacion  Nacional 
(EZLN)  are  resisting  incursions  by  the  army. 

This  is  a critical  time  for  Chiapas,"  added  Vincent  del  Buono. A The 
important  challenge  is  to  ensure  that  everybody's  human  rights  are 
respected  in  the  region." 

The  indigenous  people  of  Chiapas  have  for  too  long  experienced 
violations  of  their  most  fundamental  human  rights.  Entire  communities  have 
been  displaced,  and  many  people  within  the  region  have  seen  their  loved 
ones  face  violent  death,  arbitrary  detention,  torture,  Adisappearance"  and 
death  threats.  Clearly,  any  rise  in  tensions  and  political  violence  in  the 
region  can  only  serve  to  further  undermine  their  rights. 

Background 

In  recent  national  and  state  elections,  the  ruling  Partido 
Revolucionario  Institucional  (PRI),  in  power  nationally  and  in  the  state 
of  Chiapas  for  over  70  years,  lost  both  the  presidential  elections  and  the 
state  governorship  to  the  opposition.  Following  his  election  last  Duly, 
President-elect  Fox  stated  that  bringing  peace  to  Chiapas  would  require  a 
political  rather  than  military  solution  to  the  conflict  with  the  EZLN. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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OFFICIALS  IN  MEXICO'S  CHIAPAS  PLEDGE  TO  RESPECT  DISPLACED  INDIANS 
Story  Filed:  Friday,  November  17,  2000  2:40  PM  EST 

Chenalho,  Mexico,  Nov  17,  2000  (EFE  via  COMTEX)  --  Municipal  officials 
belonging  to  the  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party  (PRI)  in  Chenalho,  in 
the  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas,  signed  a "non-aggression  pact"  pledging  to 
respect  the  rights  of  thousands  of  displaced  Indians  residing  in  the  area. 

The  initiative,  signed  Thursday  night  by  some  70  municipal  officials  and 
police  officers,  aims  to  reduce  the  tension  unleashed  in  Chiapas  after  the 
arrest  in  late  October  of  leaders  of  the  armed  group  "Peace  and  Dustice"  and 
after  last  weekend's  failed  police  operation  in  Los  Chorros,  a stronghold  of 
PRI-linked  paramilitaries . 

The  signers  promised  to  respect  the  rights  of  the  displaced  Indians  - 
most  of  them  driven  from  their  homes  after  the  1997  massacre  of  45  people 
by  paramilitaries  in  Acteal  - should  they  decide  to  return  to  their 
communities . 

Nevertheless,  they  recommended  that  any  Indians  wishing  to  return  should 
be  accompanied  by  representatives  of  the  federal  government,  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  and  the  Red  Cross. 

Similar  agreements  were  signed  in  Danuary  and  February  of  1999  and  in 
Duly  of  this  year,  but  to  no  effect. 

Chiapas  is  one  of  Mexico's  poorest  and  most  conflict-ridden  states,  and 
human  rights  groups  say  that  there  are  around  16  paramilitary  groups 
operating  there  in  an  effort  to  neutralize  the  Zapatista  National 
Liberation  Army,  which  took  up  arms  in  Danuary  1994. 

Political,  religious  and  community  conflicts  have  driven  over  10,000  of 
the  state's  people  from  their  homes  in  recent  years. 

This  latest  outbreak  of  tension  comes  just  weeks  before  Vicente  Fox  is 
due  to  take  office  as  Mexico's  first  non-PRI  president  since  1929  on 
Dec.  1,  and  before  the  inauguration  of  a new  governor  in  Chiapas  on 
Dec.  8.  EFE 
f 1/dr/vc 
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"RE;  Camp  Dustice  Project"  


Date:  Fri,  17  Nov  2000  19:29:27  +0200 


From:  Brigitte  Thimiakis  <thimiakischool@THE. FORTHNET.GR> 

Subj : Camp  Justice  - Project 

Mailing  List:  First  Nations  <First_Nations@home.ease.lsoft.com> 

Some  children  are  going  without.  Tom  assures  me  that  if  anyone  can  help 
with  donations  for  whichever  one  chooses,  i.e.,  food,  toys,  clothing,  these 
donations  can  be  sent  to  him  at  Camp  Justice.  There  will  be  a group  there  to 
see  that  everything  is  fairly  distributed.  Please,  if  just  every  member  of 
FN  could  send  $2  or  3 dollars,  this  would  help  greatly  those  that  are 
hungry,  and  also  toys  for  the  children  that  will  have  none  this  year. 

Hi  Eni, 

This  is  a great  project  and  easy  to  realise.  You  can  count  me  in.  This 
project  is  already  on,  on  another  list  and  people  are  responding.  If  Jordan 
and  enough  members  agree  you  can  make  it  work!!! 

Where  shall  the  money  be  sent? 

Is  there  anyone  here  willing  to  collect  the  money  sent  by  snail  mail  and 
then  the  total  amount  to  Camp  Justice,  on  behalf  of  the  FN  list  ? 

If  we  all  get  together  we  can  help  and  make  a difference,  even  with  a small 
contribution  each. 

Thank  you  Eni  for  sharing  the  news  with  us  ! 

Eloping  many  members  will  respond... 

I almost  forgot  to  ask,  how  old  are  the  4 children  Tom  Poor  Bear  is  taking 

care  of,  do  you  know? 

respectfully, 

Brigitte 

To  All, 

Spoke  with  Tom  Poor  Bear  Wednesday  night.  Whoever  has  been  furnishing  Pine 
Ridge  with  turkeys  for  November  will  not  be  doing  so  this  year.  Tom  said  he 
had  killed  a deer  for  the  camp,  but,  there  are  others  who  are  in  need  for 
food,  clothing, etc .We  also  spoke  of  toys  for  the  children  in  December.  He 
stated  that  although  there  are  some  organizations  working  to  fulfill  these 
needs,  as  a rule  the  same  families  receive  this  help  every  year.  Some 
children  are  going  without.  Tom  assures  me  that  if  anyone  can  help  with 
donations  for  whichever  one  chooses,  i.e.,  food,  toys,  clothing,  these 
donations  can  be  sent  to  him  at  Camp  Justice.  There  will  be  a group  there  to 
see  that  everything  is  fairly  distributed.  Please,  if  just  every  member  of 
FN  could  send  $2  or  3 dollars,  this  would  help  greatly  those  that  are 
hungry,  and  also  toys  for  the  children  that  will  have  none  this  year. 

He  asked  me  to  relay  that  the  condition  of  Fay  Cedar  Face  is  not  good.  She 
is  once  again  in  the  hospital  with  fluid  on  her  lungs,  and  her  kidneys  are 
failing.  It  was  suggested  that  Fay  might  welcome  prayers,  as  well  as  cards 
and  notes  for  her  recovery.  She  has  been  one  of  the  original  supporters 
since  the  camp  came  into  being  in  99',  doing  anything  that  was  asked  of  her 
in  their  fight  for  justice  for  Wally,  Ron,  and  others  killed  in  the  last 
year.  Although  have  seen  no  report,  Tom  related  to  me  news  of  two  teen-agers 
killed  in  car  wreck  night  before  last  due  to  drinking,  then  stopping  at  a 
liquor  store  in  White  Clay,  buying  more  alcohol.  The  owner  knew  these 
children  has  already  has  too  much  to  drink,  but  sold  it  to  them  anyway.  This 
must  be  stopped,  as  we  are  losing  our  most  precious  asset.. the  future 
generation . 

Also  Tom  has  adopted  four  children  of  a family  until  the  parents  can  get 
help  with  an  alcohol  problem.  Charles  Poor  Bear's  arm  is  healing  from  the 
surgery,  and  he  is  now  in  physical  therapy(there  is  still  a metal  plate  in 
place) 

They  did  receive  a load  of  heavy  jackets,  however,  still  need  other 
supplies .. non-perishable  food  stuffs,  calling  cards,  coffee,  cigarettes, 
any  small  money  donations,  toys,  etc.  If  a money  order  is  sent,  just  be 
sure  to  put  peferred  use  of  said  money,  so  it  will  go  towards  your 
particular  choice.  Any  help  would  be  a blessing  to  those  at  Camp  Justice, 
and  Pine  Ridge. 

If  there  are  some  on  FN  that  need  to  speak  with  Tom,  and  do  not  have  his 
telephone  number,  please  email  me,  and  I will  send  it  privately.  It  may  be 


on  Camp  Justice  homepage  already;  am  not  sure.  I realize  some  may  need  to 
confirm  before  giving;  that  is  understandable. 

Thank  you. 

Respectfully, 

Eni 

From:  Mike  Wicks  <Mike.Wicks@MINDSPRING.COM> 

Please  send  items,  boxes,  prepaid  phone  cards,  or  checks  and  money  orders 

directly  to  Camp  Justice.  If  people  want  it  identified  as  coming  from  the 

FN  list,  then  include  a note  or  letter  to  say  that.  In  fact,  include  a 

note  or  letter  even  if  you  don't  care  to  say  it  came  from  the  FN  list.  :-) 

Camp  Justice 

c/o  Tom  Poor  Bear 

P.0.  Box  823 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

The  address  is  always  available  here;  http://www.aics.org/justice/camp.html 
Mike 


"RE : British  Columbia  Native  Flealth  Care  Suffers"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Nov  2000  08:27:54  EST 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Subj : British  Columbia:  Native  health  care  suffers  as  docs  leave 
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Native  health  care  suffers  as  docs  leave 
Don  Flarrison 
The  Province 

http : //www. Vancouver pro vince . com/newsite/news/001116/4879308. html 

Communities  with  a high  number  of  aboriginal  residents  have  a hard  time 
keeping  their  doctors. 

That's  the  conclusion  of  two  B.C.  research  physicians  in  November's  B.C. 
Medical  Journal,  the  official  publication  for  B.C.'s  doctors. 

"It's  important  to  get  the  subject  out  on  the  table,"  said  co-author  Dr. 
Stefan  Grzybowski  of  UBC's  family  practice  department. 

Grzybowski  and  University  of  Northern  B.C.  community  health  professor 
Dr.  Flarvey  Thommasen  examined  78  B.C.  communities  of  30,000  population 
or  less  from  1978-79  to  1998-99. 

The  larger  the  native  population,  they  found,  the  less  likely  the 
doctors  were  to  stay  in  a town. 

Treading  carefully,  he  authors  speculated  that:  "Understanding  complex 
aboriginal  cultural  issues"  is  possibly  something  some  doctors  "may  not 
be  willing  or  have  the  ability"  to  do. 

They  added  "perhaps  . . . looking  after  aboriginal  people  is  more 
stressful  than  looking  after  non-native  people  (because  Aboriginals)  per 
capita  have  more  psychosocial  and  physical  problems." 

A Union  of  B.C.  Indian  Chiefs  spokeswoman  said  the  research  just 
confirmed  the  poor  state  of  her  people's  health. 

"Health  care  in  Canada  is  abysmal,"  said  Carole  Dawson,  echoing  the 
view  of  many  First  Nations  people  in  rural  and  northern  areas. 

"Aboriginals  have  always  been  the  canaries  in  the  health  care  system  -- 
the  first  ones  to  drop.  Now  others  are  dropping  at  the  same  rate  and 
that  alarms  me." 

Other  community  factors  in  the  study  were  the  size,  isolation  and 
number  of  specialist  MDs  in  an  area,  the  latitude  (more  northerly  means 
more  doctor  turnover),  the  quality  or  availability  of  public  schools  and 
a good  ski  hill. 

Of  the  high  doctor  turnover  which  effects  hundreds  of  thousands  of  B.C. 
patients.  Dr.  Thommasen  concluded:  "If  primary  care  is  really  about 
continuity  of  care,  then  there  is  a problem." 
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"RE : Albenta  Natives  Eye  Land-Value  Ruling"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Nov  2000  06:00:55  PST 
Fnom:  Gany  Smith  <gans@Speakeasy.ong> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Fonwanded  news>-  ------ 

filename="Albenta  Land" 

Albenta  Natives  Eye  Land-Value  Ruling  in  B.C. 

Fnom:  "Jimmy  Boy  Dial" 

By  Tuesday,  Novemben  14,  2000 
PAUL  COWAN,  EDMONTON  SUN 

Native  gnoups  in  Albenta  ane  weighing  the  implications  of  a Supneme  Count 
decision  which  valued  nesenve  land  in  B.C.  at  half  the  nate  non-Native 
land  would  fetch. 

"We  need  to  be  on  top  of  this,"  said  Chief  Richand  Davis  of  the  Lessen 
Slave  Lake  Indian  Regional  Council. 

"Thene  ane  diffenences  because  they  don't  have  tneaties  in  B.C.  and  we 
do,  but  this  is  something  we  will  have  to  look  at  canefully  to  find  out 
what  the  implications  ane  fon  us  in  Albenta." 

In  a 5-4  decision  the  Supneme  Count  of  Canada  nuled  last  week  that  what 
it  labelled  the  "Indian  nesenve  facton"  lowened  the  value  of  the  land 
nented  fnom  the  Musqueam  Band  in  Vancouven. 

The  count  upheld  an  appeal  by  home  ownens  at  the  nitzy  16-hectane 
Musqueam  Pank  development  against  nent  hikes  of  up  to  7,000%. 

Fon  30  yeans,  unden  a deal  signed  in  1965  when  the  development  was  built, 
nesidents  paid  between  $298  and  $375  a yean  fon  thein  leases. 

But  a Fedenal  Count  of  Appeal  nuling  valued  the  lots  at  anound  $600,000 
and  set  leases  at  an  avenage  of  $28,000  a yean. 

The  Supneme  Count,  howeven,  set  the  avenage  payment  at  anound  $10,000  a 
yean.  The  count  justified  the  discount  as  a neflection  of  the 
"possibility  of  Aboniginal  self -govennment  and  Aboniginal  unnest." 

The  Supneme  Count  nuling  also  took  into  account  that  the  lots  wene 
unsenviced  when  the  oniginal  deal  was  signed. 

But  Gnand  Chief  Fnank  Flalcnow  of  the  Tneaty  Eight  Finst  Nations  of 
Albenta  said  the  nuling  gave  him  senious  gnounds  fon  concenn. 

"It  naises  many  wanning  flags,"  he  said. 

"I'm  appalled  that  the  Supneme  Count  of  Canada  would  make  a nuling  such 
as  this. 

"It  shouldn't  matten  who  the  land  belongs  to  - this  will  set  people 
against  Natives." 

Jimmy  Boy  Dial  Editon,  The  Spike  www.thespike.com 

c.  Copynight  1999  Canadian  Aboniginal. Com 

Please  send  comments  to  editon@canadianaboniginal.com 


GIVING  BACK:  Duly  2000  my  elden  asked,  "I  nead  all  this  negativity, 
see  all  this  fingen  pointing.  Whene  is  the  accountability?  Whene 
does  anyone  say,  '...and  this  is  what  I am  going  to  do  about  it.'?" 

--  This  section  is  dedicated  to  nesponses  to  that  question.  Please 
continue  to  shane  youn  gifts  of  giving,  email  me  at  gans@speakeasy.ong 


GIVING  BACK: 


"RE;  Genenosity  of  Man  Who  Had  Nothing  Inspines  Othens 

Date:  Mon,  20  Nov  2000  01:44:26  -0800 
Fnom:  Admin  <Admin@BeanVisions . com> 

Subj:  Genenosity  of  'Man  Who  Had  Nothing'  Inspines  Othens 
to  Give  to  the  Less  Fontunate 


http : //www . sit rib . com : 80/ 11172000/ utah/44376 . htm 
Generosity  of  'Man  Who  Had  Nothing'  Inspires  Others  to 

Give  to  the  Less  Fortunate 
Friday,  November  17,  2000 
BY  FELICIA  IORDAN 
THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

LOVELAND,  Colo  --  Lewis  Trujillo  embodied  the  American  Indian  tradition 
of  sharing  what  you  have  with  others,  even  if  you  don't  have  much  to 
share. 

Two  years  after  his  death,  his  brothers  and  sisters  continue  his  work 
through  the  organization  he  founded.  Night  Walker  Enterprises,  which 
provides  low-income  people  living  on  32  different  Indian  reservations  with 
clothing,  furniture,  school  supplies,  household  goods  and  other  things 
they  need. 

The  program  also  encourages  educational  opportunities  on  the 
reservations  by  providing  schools  with  needed  equipment  and  giving 
scholarships  to  students,  said  Vern  Night  Walker,  Lewis'  brother. 

Members  of  the  Night  Walker/Trujillo  family,  who  are  of  Ute  Indian 
descent,  alternate  using  their  Christian  and  Indian  names,  he  said. 

"One  of  the  reasons  Night  Walker  has  continued  is  in  memory  of  my 
brother  Lewis,"  Vern  said.  "Here  was  a man  who  had  nothing  who  found  a way 
to  bring  help  to  Native  Americans." 

Lewis  started  the  organization  in  1986  after  seeing  a report  on  "60 
Minutes"  about  how  children  on  a South  Dakota  reservation  weren't  going  to 
school  regularly  because  they  had  no  warm  clothes  to  wear. 

Lewis  didn't  have  much  money;  he  was  disabled  because  of  heart  problems. 

"My  brother  had  nothing,  but  he  did  have  a 4-wheel-drive  truck  free  and 
clear, " Vern  said . 

Lewis  sold  his  truck  and  began  purchasing  bundles  of  surplus  clothing 
from  the  Salvation  Army  to  ship  to  South  Dakota  reservations . 

"I  was  amazed  with  what  my  own  brother  did,  what  he  accomplished,"  Vern 
said . 

Since  then.  Night  Walker  volunteers  have  delivered  Christmas  toys  and 
candy  to  more  than  385,000  reservation  children.  They  have  delivered  7.2 
million  pounds  of  clothing,  845,000  pounds  of  food  and  676,000  pounds  of 
textbooks  and  teaching  materials  to  reservations. 

In  addition,  volunteers  have  hauled  12  semi-truck  loads  of  school  desks, 
chairs  and  audiovisual  equipment  to  reservation  schools. 

The  Fort  Collins-based  organization  depends  on  donations  of  money  and 
goods  to  operate, 

Vern  said.  Cash  donations  pay  for  gas,  food  and  lodging  for  volunteer 
drivers  delivering  supplies  to  reservations  as  well  as  funding  one  paid 
position  held  by  Birdie  Wilson,  Vern's  sister. 

Birdie  runs  Night  Walker's  retail  store  which  sells  American  Indian 
crafts,  artwork,  clothing,  jewelry,  music  and  books. 

The  organization  buys  goods  from  American  Indian  artists  and  sells  them 
at  a profit  in  the  store.  All  profits  are  used  to  help  fund  Night  Walker, 
Vern  said. 

Volunteers  buy  many  new  toys  and  clothes  as  well  as  accepting  used  items 
in  good  condition,  he  said. 

"We  try  to  be  respectful,"  Birdie  said.  "If  we  wouldn't  want  our 
children  or  grandchildren  to  wear  it,  we  don't  want  it." 

The  organization  takes  requests  from  the  reservations  for  items  they 
need.  Volunteers  do  their  best  to  round  up  the  items. 

"At  one  time,  we  had  a request  for  100  baby  seats  on  one  particular 
reservation  because  they  found  a lot  of  children  were  being  hurt  in 
accidents,"  Vern  said. 

They  also  have  donated  books  to  Cheyenne  Children  Services  in  Lame  Deer, 
Mont.,  to  replenish  those  destroyed  in  a fire. 

Local  groups  have  donated  the  use  of  trucks  and  trailers  to  the 
organization,  while  the  landlord  of  the  space  occupied  by  the  retail  store 
allows  them  to  pay  reduced  rent,  Vern  said. 

Ninety  percent  of  donations  to  Night  Walker  go  directly  to  help  people 
on  reservations,  he  said. 

Now  a trusted  philanthropic  organization.  Night  Walker  has  come  a long 


way  from  the  days  when  Lewis  shipped  clothing  to  reservations  at  his  own 
expense.  But  the  program  still  retains  his  enthusiasm  for  giving. 

Birdie  remembered  how  her  mother  pinched  pennies  one  summer  to  buy  Lewis 
a decent  winter  coat  for  school.  A week  after  she  bought  the  coat,  Lewis, 
then  15,  gave  it  away  to  a homeless  man  he  saw  lying  near  the  Fort  Collins 
railroad  tracks. 

"Mother  was  horrified.  She  cried,  'I  worked  all  summer  long  and  saved 
pennies  to  get  you  a coat,'  " Birdie  said. 

Lewis  replied,  "Well,  someone  needed  it  worse  than  I did." 


GIVING  BACK! 


I thank  each  of  you,  for  sharing  these  stories  of  GIVING  BACK! 
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"Non-Indian  Ceases  to  Tell  Hopi  Prophecies" 

The  Associated  Press 

TAOS  - "The  Hopi  Nation  has  asked  a Taos  man  to  stop  telling  non-Indians 
about  sacred  Hopi  prophecies,  saying  the  teachings  are  secret  and  should 
be  controlled  only  by  Hopis. 

John  Kimmey  had  been  scheduled  to  talk  about  the  oral  history  at  a 
meeting  Sunday  night  but  decided  instead  to  lead  a discussion  about  white 
people  practicing  Indian  spirituality. 

In  a letter  Friday,  Hopi  cultural-preservation  officers  asked  Kimmey, 
who  is  white,  to  stop  billing  himself  as  a "carrier  of  Hopi  prophecy." 

Kimmey,  a member  of  the  Native  American  Church,  contends  Hopi  prophecies, 
which  date  back  about  3,500  years,  are  meant  to  be  shared  with  the  public. 
He  said  a Hopi  elder  gave  the  prophecies  to  him  in  the  1970s  and  1980s, 
telling  him  he  could  pass  on  the  information  to  whites  and  others. 

The  Hopi  prophecy  is  an  oral  tradition  of  stories  that  Hopis  say 
predicted  the  coming  of  the  white  man,  the  world  wars  and  nuclear  weapons. 
And  it  predicts  that  time  will  end  when  humanity  emerges  into  the  "fifth 
world . " 

The  Mayan  calendar  predicts  a similar  end  in  2012;  some  Hopis  have  said 
their  prophecy  roughly  coincides  with  that  time. 

The  tradition  says  the  years  after  2012  could  be  a golden  age  with 
humans  at  peace.  It  also  says  the  world  will  go  through  a time  of  trial, 
suffering  and  purification  before  a time  of  "one-heartedness . " 

Kimmey  said  he  has  been  teaching  about  Hopi  prophecy  for  about  20  years 
without  complaints  from  the  Hopi  tribe. 

However,  Lee  Wayne  of  the  Hopi  cultural-preservation  office  in  Arizona 
said  the  tribe  does  object. 

But,  said  Kimmey:  "The  prophecy  has  always  been  a vehicle  for  bringing 
hearts  together,  and  now  it's  going  to  divide  people.  I've  always  tried  to 
be  respectful  of  people  at  Hopi,  and  this  man  has  asked  me  not  to  do  it." 
So  for  now,  he  said,  "I  won't." 
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Indians  turning  rage  at  churches  into  lawsuits 

By  Tim  Giago 

Lakota  Nation  Journal 

Twenty-two  years  ago  I wrote  a small  book  of  poetry  called  "The 
Aboriginal  Sin . " 

The  book  focused  on  the  treatment  and  mistreatment  of  Indian  children  at 
the  parochial  boarding  schools  established  by  the  Catholic  Church  on  the 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

For  having  the  audacity  to  expose  the  terrible  treatment  we  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  church  officials  sent  out  to  the  reservation  to  cleanse 
us  of  our  Indian-ness,  I was  viciously  attacked  by  the  Catholic  Church. 
After  the  book  went  on  sale  and  book-review  reporters  began  to  make  phone 
calls  to  Floly  Rosary  Indian  Mission,  the  callers  were  told  that  I only 
went  to  school  there  about  six  months  at  the  most  or,  in  some  cases,  that 
I didn't  go  to  school  there  at  all. 

I suppose  the  Catholic  priests  at  the  school  believed  that  if  they 
destroyed  my  credibility,  they  would  destroy  the  truth  of  my  book  of 
poems.  I finally  had  to  go  to  the  school  and  practically  force  them  to 
give  me  my  school  records.  I also  had  several  former  classmates  write 
affidavits  attesting  to  the  fact  that  I did,  indeed,  attend  Holy  Rosary 
Mission.  For  the  record,  I was  a student  at  the  mission  for  10  and  one 
half  years. 

"The  Aboriginal  Sin,"  published  by  the  Indian  Historian  Press  Inc.  of 
San  Francisco,  is  now  out  of  print;  it  tells  of  the  good,  the  bad  and  the 
ugly  days  of  being  an  Indian  student  at  a Catholic  Indian  mission 
boarding  school. 

Perhaps  my  written  version  of  those  days  has  received  vindication.  It  is 
now  apparent  that  terrible  abuse  did  take  place  at  these  boarding  schools. 
Former  students  of  similar  institutions  in  Canada  have  brought  individual 
and  class-action  lawsuits  against  four  of  Canada's  old-line  Christian 
churches:  Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  Presbyterian  and  United  Church  of 
Christ.  An  article  in  the  New  York  Times  begins,  "Lawsuits  filed  by 
thousands  of  former  Indian  boarding  school  students  in  Canada  claiming 
sexual,  physical  and  cultural  abuse  threaten  to  swamp  the  financial 
resources  of  four  mainstream  Christian  churches  that  ran  the  schools 
until  the  1970s." 

The  financial  picture  for  the  churches  has  become  so  cloudy  that 
parishioners  have  proposed  selling  the  oldest  church  in  Alberta  to  raise 
$2  million  for  legal  costs  and  settlements  faced  by  the  United  Church  of 
Canada.  In  Manitoba,  the  Missionary  of  Oblates  of  Mary  Immaculate,  a 
Roman  Catholic  order,  want  to  hand  over  to  the  federal  government 
virtually  all  their  property  in  the  province  in  return  for  Ottawa's 
assuming  liability  for  about  2,000  claims  against  the  order.  The  Oblates 
fear  that  legal  bills  will  eat  up  their  assets  before  any  money  can  flow 
to  legitimate  claims. 

There  are  some  sad  stories  connected  to  the  lawsuits.  At  least  eight 
Canadian  Indian  men  have  committed  suicide  rather  than  face  public 
revelation  of  themselves  as  victims  of  sexual  abuse  by  church  officials. 
"When  they  got  handed  a piece  of  paper  they  knew  their  secret  was  out," 
said  Fred  Sampson,  a former  student  at  St.  George's  Indian  Residential 
School . 

Boarding  schools  operated  by  different  church  organizations  and  by  the 
federal  government  in  the  United  States  of  America  have  a similar  history 
of  child  abuse  that  pre-dates  that  of  Canada.  In  fact,  Canada  learned 
many  lessons  by  observing  the  "kill  the  Indian,  save  the  child"  mentality 
of  their  cousins  in  the  lower  48. 


The  not-so-grand  experiment  to  kill  the  culture,  language  and 
spirituality  of  the  indigenous  people  of  America  and  Canada  by  the 
different  Churches  and  the  federal  government  succeeded  in  some  cases, 
but  failed  in  its  overall  concept. 

Today  there  are  many  Christianized  Indians  who  have  turned  their  backs 
on  their  history,  culture  and  traditional  spirituality.  But  many  more  are 
questioning  the  premise  of  the  grand  experiment  and  have  saved  what  is 
left  of  their  lives  by  returning  to  the  traditional  values  of  their 
ancestors . 

The  abused  have  become  abusers  in  many  cases  and  those  who  lost  their 
self-esteem  along  with  their  identities  have  turned  to  alcohol  and  drugs. 
Because  so  many  children  were  torn  from  the  protective  influence  of  their 
parents  and  grandparents,  their  traditional  teachers,  the  incidence  of 
failed  marriages  among  these  former  boarding  school  students  is 
horrendous . 

Without  the  opportunity  to  learn  about  retaining  relationships  through 
parental  or  peer  identification,  the  forced  separation  from  these 
traditional  teachers  has  wrought  havoc  upon  the  lives  of  many  Indians. 

"How  do  you  get  6-year-olds  who  only  speak  Lakota,  who  only  speak  Cree,  to 
speak  English?  You  use  Gestapo-type  tactics  to  punish  this  child. 

Punishment  becomes  increasingly  barbaric  and  sadistic,"  said  Anthony 
Merchant,  head  of  a group  that  represents  about  4,000  claimants  in  Canada. 
The  day  is  on  the  horizon  when  the  indigenous  people  of  the  United  States 
will  soon  begin  to  file  their  own  lawsuits  against  those  Churches 
responsible  for  the  sexual,  physical,  psychological,  cultural  and 
spiritual  assault  upon  their  senses. 

When  I wrote  about  the  boarding  school  experience  22  years  ago,  I wanted 
only  to  express  the  rage,  the  fear  and  the  pain  that  had  been  a part  of 
my  life  for  10  and  one  half  years.  Hundreds  of  Indian  people  wrote  or 
called  to  thank  me  for  the  book,  but  20  years  ago,  I didn't  really  know 
why.  Now  I do. 

Tim  Giago  is  an  Oglala  Lakota  from  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South 
Dakota.  His  Lakota  name,  Nanwica  Kciji,  means  "Stands  Up  For  Them.'  He  is 
editor  of  The  Lakota  Nation  Journal,  a weekly  newspaper.  Readers  may  write 
to  him  at:  P.0.  Box  3080,  Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709-3080,  or  via  e-mail  at 
ed it or@lakotanat ion journal . com. 

November  15,  2000 
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Let  us  never  forget.,  that  when  honor  and  justice  are  not  served,  we 
are  all  diminished.  Let  this  be  a reminder,  that  there  is  Darkness 
lurking  in  every  institution  and  with  every  Peoples.  It  is  our  duty, 
to  stand  up  to  that  Darkness,  like  a beacon  of  light...  however  painful 
it  might  be. 

From : 

William  F.  Muldrow 
Former  Director  (Retired) 

Rocky  Mountain  Regional  Office 
U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

I have  been  asked  to  make  a statement  with  regard  to  F.B.I. 
involvements  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  before  and  after  the 
shooting  of  two  agents  there  in  Dune  1975.  The  U.S.  Commission  on  civil 
rights  as  an  independent,  fact-finding  agency  of  the  Federal 


government,  exercises  its  responsibility  to  collect  and  study 
information  related  to  the  denial  of  civil  rights  and  make 
recommendations  for  corrective  action. 

A history  of  mistrust  of  the  FBI  for  the  traditional  Indian  people  was 
intensified  during  the  period  following  the  occupation  of  Wounded  Knee 
in  1973  when  over  500  indictments  resulted  in  dismissal  or  acquittal 
due  to  spurious  actions  by  the  FBI.  An  unprecedented  climate  of  fear 
and  terror  gripped  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  for  the  next  three  years, 
due  in  large  part  to  tensions  between  the  more  traditional  Indians  and 
those  who  were  more  politically,  or  governmentally,  oriented.  These 
tensions  were  exacerbated  during  the  regime  of  tribal  president  Dick 
Wilson  and  his  vigilante,  self-termed  "goon  squad."  During  this  period 
there  were  over  60  unsolved  murders  on  the  reservation  for  which  the 
investigatory  responsibility  lay  with  the  FBI. 

In  one  particular  incident  in  Wanblee,  a community  on  the  reservation 
of  more  traditional  Indian  people,  members  of  the  goon  squad  arrived  to 
shoot  up  the  town,  allegedly  in  retaliation  for  the  community's 
resistance  to  Wilson's  policies.  One  person  was  killed.  FBI  agents 
called  to  respond  from  their  headquarters  in  Rapid  City  allowed  the 
shooting  to  continue  the  entire  night,  stating  that  they  were  an 
investigatory,  not  an  enforcement  agency,  thus  heightening  the 
perception  on  the  reservation  that  the  FBI  had  no  sympathy  for 
traditional  Indian  people. 

It  was  in  this  climate  of  fear  and  tension  in  1976  that  the  two  FBI 
agents,  in  unmarked  cars  and  clad  in  civilian  clothes,  were  shot  in  a 
firefight.  This  occurred  after  they  chased  a pick-up  truck  into  an 
isolated  homestead  that  contained  an  Indian  family  with  small  children, 
and  where  there  was  a nearby  encampment  of  American  Indian  Movement 
activists.  Doe  Stuntz,  an  Indian  in  the  compound,  was  also  killed 
during  the  shootout,  but  no  charges  or  arrests  were  ever  made  in 
connection  with  his  death. 

Following  the  shooting,  the  reservation  was  turned  upside  down  by  the 
more  than  300  combat-clad  FBI  agents,  armored  vehicles  and  helicopters 
that  were  sent  in  to  find  the  perpetrators . The  Commission  on  Civil 
Rights  immediately  began  to  receive  calls  from  reservation  residents 
regarding  abuses  by  the  FBI.  As  a Civil  Rights  Analyst  for  the 
Commission,  I was  sent  up  to  observe  and  report  on  the  happenings. 

Terror  reigned.  Roadblocks  were  set  up  and  all  vehicles  were  stopped 
and  searched.  There  were  reports  of  numerous  incidents  of  isolated 
farmhouses  being  surrounded  by  military  vehicles,  with  a helicopter 
overhead  and  the  occupants  ordered  by  megaphone  to  leave  their  homes. 
More  first-hand  accounts  told  of  agents  with  automatic  weapons  breaking 
down  doors  to  search  houses  without  warrants. 

In  the  period  which  followed  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  a Canadian  citizen,  who 
was  seen  as  a key  witness,  and  who  was  allegedly  threatened  and  abused 
by  the  FBI,  was  found  shot  to  death  and  her  body  dumped  in  a ravine.  An 
FBI-ordered  autopsy  failed  to  reveal  the  large  bullet  wound  in  the  back 
of  her  head,  leading  to  more  criticism  of  the  FBI  and  their  methods. 

At  the  request  of  members  of  the  Canadian  parliament,  who  were  upset 
over  the  extradition  of  Leonard  Peltier  to  the  United  States  under  a 
false  affidavit,  and  the  alleged  mistreatment  of  one  of  its  citizens, 
the  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  sent  me  as  their  representative  to 
Canada  to  review  the  alleged  abuses  by  the  FBI  that  I have  described 
above. 

In  memoranda  to  the  U.S.  Justice  Department,  the  U.S.  Commission  on 
Civil  Rights  reported  that  the  FBI  was  an  extraneous  force  on  the 
reservation  whose  agents  often  lacked  any  comprehensive  understanding 
of  Indian  culture  or  traditions.  It  was  noted  that  the  FBI's  actions 
and  investigations  were  seen  as  biased,  and  were  the  source  of  much 
tension  and  controversy.  The  Commission  recommended  that  the  FBI  be 
relieved  of  its  responsibility  to  investigate  felonies  on  the 
reservation.  This  recommendation  was  never  implemented. 
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Tribes  at  odds  with  mine 

An  unpleasant  water  fight  is  brewing 

By  Derry  Kammer 

The  Arizona  Republic 

Oct.  25,  2000 

A former  Hopi  chairman  and  a national  environmental  group  asked  the 
federal  government  Tuesday  to  restrict  reservation  coal  mining  that  fuels 
a Southern  California  electric  power  plant. 

Vernon  Masayesva  and  the  National  Resources  Defense  Council  said  action 
is  necessary  because  Peabody  Coal  Co.  is  threatening  the  future  of  the  9, 
000-member  tribe  by  removing  billions  of  gallons  of  groundwater  from  Black 
Mesa  to  pump  pulverized  coal  through  a 273-mile  pipeline  to  Mojave 
Generating  Station  at  Laughlin,  Nev. 

"We  are  the  people  that  are  being  sacrificed  - our  environment,  our 
culture,  our  future,"  said  Masayesva,  now  a director  of  the  Black  Mesa 
Trust. 

"In  a very  diplomatic  way,  we  are  trying  to  tell  (Interior  Secretary 
Bruce  Babbitt),  'You've  got  to  do  something.'" 


Masayesva  appeared  at  a Phoenix  press  conference  with  NRDC  attorney 
David  Beckman,  who  presented  a study  that  he  said  proved  that  Peabody's 
pumping  of  the  groundwater  is  a threat  to  the  Hopis  as  well  as  to  nearby 
Navajo  communities  who  draw  water  from  the  massive  "N"  aquifer. 

"It  is  the  government's  job  in  our  assessment  not  simply  to  wait  for 
some  disaster  to  occur  and  then  take  action,"  Beckman  said.  The  federal 
government  has  a trust  responsibility  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
tribe,  he  said,  and  the  report  says  that  the  history  of  that  trust  "is 
rife  with  broken  promises." 

The  Black  Mesa  water  controversy  has  simmered  for  years,  part  of  a 
complex  mix  of  issues  that  includes  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  economic 
dependence  on  the  mines. 

Since  the  mid-1960s,  when  the  Peabody  operations  began,  the  tribes  have 
had  a sometimes  tense  relationship  with  the  coal  company,  which  has 
provided  rich  economic  advantages  and  more  difficult  to  quantify 
environmental  consequences. 

Royalties  from  Peabody's  operations  provide  about  three-quarters  of  the 
annual  Hopi  tribal  budget  and  a significant  portion  of  the  budget  of  the 
Navajo  Nation. 

The  mines,  near  the  Navajo  Reservation  town  of  Kayenta,  also  provide 
hundreds  of  well-paying  jobs  in  an  area  of  chronically  high  unemployment. 

Peabody  spokeswoman  Beth  Sutton  said  that  multiple  studies  have 
concluded  that  Peabody's  operations  are  consuming  less  than  1 percent  of 
the  water  stored  in  the  N aquifer. 

"That's  the  equivalent  of  taking  half  a soda  can  from  a 55-gallon  drum," 
Sutton  said. 

But  the  NRDC  report  challenges  that  conclusion,  saying  that  data 
complied  by  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  "describe  a very  different 
situation . " 

The  report  also  cites  an  internal  USGS  document  that  questions  the 
adequacy  of  current  efforts  to  monitor  the  aquifer. 

Sutton  noted  that  discussions  have  been  under  way  for  years  on  a 
proposal  to  build  a pipeline  that  would  take  water  from  Lake  Powell  to  the 
mines  and  to  communities  on  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  reservations . 

"We  support  that  idea,"  she  said.  "And  while  those  discussions  are  under 
way,  we  continue  to  monitor  the  aquifer." 

Efforts  to  obtain  comments  from  the  Interior  Department  on  Tuesday  were 
unsuccessful . 


In  addition  to  operating  the  Black  Mesa  Mine,  which  includes  the 
controversial  pumping  of  groundwater,  Peabody  also  operates  the  nearby 
Kayenta  Mine,  which  ships  its  coal  by  automated  railroad  to  the  Navajo 
Generating  Station  near  Lake  Powell  and  the  town  of  Page. 

Operated  by  the  Salt  River  Project,  the  Navajo  Generating  Station 
provides  power  to  much  of  metropolitan  Phoenix.  The  plant  is  co-owned  by 
the  federal  government,  which  uses  some  of  the  electricity  to  pump 
Colorado  River  water  via  the  Central  Arizona  Project  canal  to  Phoenix  and 
Tucson . 

Reach  the  reporter  at  jerry . kammer@arizonarepublic . com  or  (604)  444-8185 
Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : American  Indians  are  the  most  Oppressed  Group"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Nov  2000  06:52:24  PST 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename= "Oppressed" 

National  poll  reveals  American  Indians  are  the  most  oppressed  group 
in  the  country 
By  Dim  Gray 

In  a survey  of  Americans  nationwide,  a Zogby  news  poll  revealed  that 
Native  Americans  are  the  most  historically  oppressed  group  of  people 
in  America. 

According  to  respondents.  Native  Americans  led  the  list  with  41.5% 
followed  by  African  Americans  with  24.7  %,  Dews  (20%)  and  Flispanics 
with  4.1%. 

The  question  was  "Which  ethnic  groups  do  you  believe  have  been  the 
most  oppressed  throughout  history?  Native  Americans,  Dews,  African 
Americans  or  Flispanics?" 

The  poll  had  a margin  of  error  of  +/-  3.1%. 

According  to  Reuters  news  service,  "Native  Americans  were  identified 
as  the  group  with  the  most  troubled  history  by  all  age  categories." 

Even  among  African  American  respondents.  Native  Americans  were 
considered  second  to  them  as  having  been  more  oppressed  (55%  to 
30.6%).  Yet  Flispanics  chose  the  Native  American  situation  even  more 
oppressive  than  their  own  (42.8%  to  themselves  at  18%) 

The  survey  size  of  the  group  was  1,126  adults  nationwide. 

According  to  the  National  Center  for  American  Indian  Enterprise 
Development  in  Mesa,  Arizona,  the  indicators  of  American  Indian  need 
in  society  places  the  Native  American  condition  at  the  top  of  some 
of  the  worst  lists  nobody  would  want  to  be  on.  In  their  report, 
released  in  the  September  2000  edition  of  the  American  Indian  Report 
stated : 

Reservation  unemployment  rate,  50.42%  compared  to  the  national 
average  of  6.3%.  Subtract  the  reservation  figures  and  this  rate  and 
Native  unemployment  is  still  more  than  double  the  national  average. 

14.8%  to  6.3%  respectively.  Medium  income  for  Indian  people  is 
$19,897,  while  the  total  U.S.  population  is  $30,056.  The  Native 
American  poverty  rate  is  31.6%,  while  the  U.S.  population  is  at 
13.1%.  National  Native  child  poverty  rate  is  38%  compared  to  U.S. 
population  of  18%.  Percentage  of  reservation  housing  without 
plumbing  20%,  compared  to  the  Total  U.S.  population  of  1%. 

Percentage  of  reservation  households  without  phones  is  61%  while  the 
U.S.  population  is  at  6%.  Native  Infant  mortality  rate  is  10.9%, 
while  the  nation  is  at  8.4%.  In  Indian  country,  the  percent  that  are 
college  graduates  is  8.9%,  while  the  nation  is  at  20.3%.  Adolescent 
suicide  rate  per  100,000  deaths  is  40.2%  among  American  Indians 
while  the  nation  is  at  10.10%. 

According  to  the  National  Center,  the  statistics  are  derived  from 
sources  released  by  the  BIA,  Indian  Flealth  Service,  Whitehouse  press 


office,  Ralph  Tanner  and  Associates  and  1990  Census. 


The  National  Center  for  American  Enterprise  Development  is 
professional  management  and  technical  assistance  in  all  areas  of 
business  development.  President  of  this  organization  is  Kenneth 
Robbins.  If  you  would  like  clarification  or  updates  you  can  email  at 
ncaiedl@aol . com 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000 
Oklahoma  Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 
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Wednesday,  November  15,  2000 
CLEMENCY  AT  HAND? 

Clinton  may  aid  Canuck  serving  2 life  terms 
By  PETER  WORTHINGTON,  TORONTO  SUN 

On  election  day,  Nov.  7,  U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton  pledged  to 
personally  review  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier  for  possible  executive 
clemency  "in  the  last  10  weeks  of  office  after  the  election." 

He  made  the  promise  to  Amy  Goodman  on  the  radio  show.  Democracy  Now, 
which  is  syndicated  to  stations  across  America. 

It  is  the  most  encouraging  signal  yet  that  Peltier  might  get  executive 
clemency  after  being  found  guilty  in  the  deaths  of  two  FBI  agents  in  1975, 
during  a violent  range  war  on  South  Dakota's  Pine  Ridge  Reserve,  near 
Wounded  Knee.  While  urging  support  for  A1  Gore,  Clinton  told  Goodman  he 
didn't  have  a position  on  clemency  for  Peltier  "that  I can  announce  yet," 
but  did  say  he'll  review  the  case  "and  will  try  to  do  what  I think  the 
right  thing  to  do  is." 

IMPORTANT 

He  said  the  case  was  important  to  a lot  of  people  "and  I owe  it  to  them 
to  give  it  an  honest  look-see."  He  said  he'd  also  review  what  those  who 
oppose  clemency  have  to  say,  and  "decide  one  way  or  the  other"  before  the 
inauguration . 

Interpret  that  as  you  will,  but  the  fact  that  Clinton  is  commenting  at 
all  gives  optimism  to  Peltier  supporters  --  and  makes  the  FBI  nervous. 

Prior  to  the  election  there  was  growing  euphoria  among  Leonard  Peltier 
Defence  Committees  (LPDC)  around  the  world  that  "something  big,  something 
good"  is  likely  to  happen  in  the  hiatus  between  the  election  of  a new 
president  and  his  inauguration  in  lanuary. 

A couple  of  weeks  before  the  U.S.  vote,  there  was  no  significant 
development:  Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  the  Indian  woman  whose  sworn  affidavits  got 
Peltier  extradited  from  Canada  to  stand  trial  in  the  U.S.,  came  to  Toronto 
and  not  only  recanted  her  affidavits  before  a Canadian  judge,  but  swore 
that  the  FBI  held  her  incommunicado  for  nine  months  after  the  deaths  of 
the  FBI  agents. 

THREATS 

She  testified  agents  threatened  and  intimidated  her  into  signing  (but  not 
reading)  three  different  and  often  contradictory  affidavits  that  she  was 
Peltier's  girlfriend  and  that  she'd  witnessed  him  kill  agents  Ron  Williams 
and  lack  Coler  on  lune  25,  1975  at  Wounded  Knee. 

It  turns  out  she'd  never  been  to  that  area  in  her  life,  was  at  home  75  km 
away  washing  clothes  at  the  time  (her  sister  Elaine's  sworn  testimony)  and 
that  she  wasn't  Peltier's  girlfriend  and  had  never  laid  eyes  on  him  in  her 
life. 

She  swore  the  FBI  agents  wrote  the  affidavits,  wouldn't  let  her  read 
them,  and  said  she'd  be  killed  unless  she  signed. 

She  had  recanted  the  affidavits  during  Peltier's  trial,  but  the  judge 


wouldn't  let  the  jury  hear  hen  evidence.  In  fact,  no  jury  has  even  heard 
hen  testimony.  She's  never  spoken  for  the  record  until  now. 

At  age  22,  Poor  Bear  had  mental  and  drinking  problems,  and  was  used  by 
the  FBI  only  to  get  Peltier  extradited  from  Canada.  Then  she  was  dumped. 
Earlier  this  year,  Justice  Minister  Anne  McClellan  insisted  the 
extradition,  based  on  the  perjured  affidavit,  was  fair  and  proper  -- 
contrary  to  a review  by  former  Solicitor-General  Warren  Allmand,  who  found 
that  the  system  was  abused  and  Peltier  railroaded. 

Back  in  the  1970s  I thought  Peltier  guilty,  and  wrote  editorials  to  this 
effect.  I've  since  looked  into  his  case  and  believe  he  was  framed.  I've 
visited  the  Ojibwa-Sioux  Indian  three  times  in  the  federal  prison  at 
Leavenworth,  Kan.,  now  in  his  25th  year  of  two  consecutive  life  sentences. 

During  the  troubles  at  Pine  Ridge,  there  were  some  200  shootings,  and  60 
unsolved  shooting  deaths  of  Indians  over  a three-year  period. 

To  many,  Peltier  is  a fall  guy  --  a North  American  Nelson  Mandela,  serene 
and  dignified.  Even  the  FBI  has  since  admitted  they  don't  know  who 
actually  killed  the  two  agents. 

From  the  start,  Peltier's  case  was  grotesquely  mishandled,  lust  about 
every  deceit  a justice  system  can  perpetrate  has  been  used  against  him. 
Various  judges  have  determined  that  justice  (not  to  mention  law)  was 
abused . 

ACQUITTED 

Two  Indians  initially  charged  with  the  murder  of  the  FBI  agents  were 
acquitted  on  grounds  of  self-defence. 

Poor  Bear  and  her  sister  Elaine  testified  under  oath  before  former  Quebec 
Court  of  Appeal  ludge  Fred  Kaufman  during  the  extradition  hearings.  She 
was  examined  by  Michael  Code,  former  assistant  deputy  attorney-general  of 
Ontario,  and  former  federal  prosecutor  Scott  Stanton.  The  videotape  of  her 
testimony  (and  possibly  ludge  Kaufman's  assessment)  will  be  forwarded  to 
President  Clinton  as  part  of  an  amnesty  submission,  as  well  as  to  the 
Canadian  government. 

The  unusual  hearing  was  coordinated  by  Dianne  Martin,  a professor  at  the 
Osgoode  Hall  law  school  and  a member  of  the  LPDC,  which  is  headed  in 
Toronto  by  Frank  and  Anne  Dreaver. 

In  sometimes  halting  and  emotional  testimony.  Poor  Bear  told  how  FBI 
agents  Dave  Price  and  Bill  Wood  kept  her  isolated  for  close  to  nine 
months,  taking  her  to  the  scene  of  the  shootings,  coaching  her  and 
insisting  witnesses  saw  her  at  the  murder  scene. 

Myrtle  was  told  she'd  be  killed  by  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
unless  they  protected  her,  and  that  if  she  didn't  cooperate  she  might  be 
charged  with  conspiracy  and  get  15  years  if  she  didn't  sign  the 
affidavits . 

Myrtle  signed  a series  of  three  affidavits  compiled  by  the  FBI,  the  first 
saying  she  wasn't  at  the  scene  but  that  Leonard  told  her,  the  others 

saying  she  witnessed  the  murders.  All  were  false.  No  action  was  ever  taken 

against  the  agents. 

Before  Peltier's  trial  was  over.  Myrtle  recanted  her  perjury,  but  no  jury 
ever  heard  it. 

Myrtle  Poor  Bear  says  she's  testifying  for  clemency  to  atone  for  the  harm 
she  did  to  Peltier,  and  hopes  he  can  forgive  her:  "I  was  frightened,  the 

FBI  scared  me,  for  years  I've  wanted  for  years  to  undo  damage  I did.  I was 

weak,  but  I felt  I had  no  choice.  I feared  for  my  life." 

Peltier  has  repeatedly  told  me  he  holds  no  animosity  towards  Poor  Bear. 
"She's  an  unfortunate  woman  caught  in  a trap  by  those  determined  to  find 
someone  guilty  --  even  someone  they  know  in  their  hearts  didn't  do  it." 

Myrtle  testified  that  Agent  Price  wrote  the  stuff  she  had  to  memorize  in  a 
notebook.  She  was  coached  until  she  got  it  right. 

DEMONIZED 

In  the  mid- '70s,  AIM  was  demonized  by  the  FBI  as  a communist  terrorist 
group  instead  of  an  Indian  rights  group  --  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
Moscow  and  Cuba  used  AIM  for  propaganda  purposes. 

As  an  oddity,  the  FBI  had  Myrtle  sign  another  affidavit  that  she  was  the 
girl  friend  of  one  Dick  Marshall,  and  that  he'd  confessed  to  her  that  he 


shot  and  killed  another  Indian,  Martin  Montileaux,  in  1975.  Myrtle's  false 
affidavit  was  almost  a carbon  copy  of  the  one  she  signed  about  Peltier, 
and  helped  get  Marshall  convicted. 

During  her  testimony  in  Toronto,  she  insisted  she'd  never  taken  a lie 
detector  test  that  the  FBI  claimed  she'd  passed.  Over  the  years,  the  Poor 
Bear  affidavits  remain  infamous  examples  of  FBI  deceit  and  fabrication  -- 
acts  more  inconceivable  25  years  ago  than  today,  when  many  examples  have 
American  justice  being  corrupted  have  emerged. 

A succession  of  U.S.  judges  have  blasted  the  FBI's  abuses,  causing  the  FBI 
and  its  supporters  to  close  ranks,  attack  critics  and  oppose  clemency  -- 
even  though  Peltier  has  been  a model  prisoner. 

At  age  60,  Peltier  has  had  a stroke,  is  partially  blind  and  is  a symbol 
for  major  Indian  organizations  in  Canada  and  the  U.S.,  who  have  joined 
forces  to  urge  clemency. 

If  clemency  is  finally  granted,  as  some  think  (hope)  is  now  inevitable,  it 
won't  reflect  credit  on  Canada  where  a succession  of  governments  have  not 
only  ignored  Peltier's  case,  but  have  been  collaborators  and  conspirators 
in  fabrication  and  framing  him. 

TORONTO  SUN 

Copyright  c.  2000,  Canoe  Limited  Partnership.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  6 November  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  < jansatlcom . net@mindspring. com> 

Subj : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66048 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


WORTH  A WEB  CRAWL 

Date:  Wed,  08  Nov  2000  09:54:56  -0500 

From:  "Michael  0.  Patterson"  <Michael_0._Patterson@hud.gov> 

Subj:  (no  subject) 

Manitonquat,  a Wampanoag  nation  elder,  storyteller,  [and  keeper  of  the 
lore  of  the  Assonet  band]  has  been  working  with  other  Wampanoag  elders 
in  a prison  program  for  30  years,  in  3 states.  He  wrote  a book.  Ending 
Violent  Crime,  which  can  be  downloaded  free  at 
http : //www . eepo . com . au/~victor/ end viol . htm 


Date:  Sat,  18  Nov  2000  2:43:33  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time 

From:  klonestar@webtv.net 

Subj:  help  requested-books  needed 

Mailing  List:  Iron  Native  <ironnatives@egroups . com> 

Hello  everyone, 

I write  this  to  ask  of  anyone  who  may  have  resources  availiable  to 


send  books  for  a newly  opened  correctional  facility. 

Many  brothers  were  transferred  here  and  nothing  was  allowed  to  be 
taken  with  them. 

They  are  requesting  mostly  books  that  might  be  of  a spritual  nature. 
There  are  many  different  nations  represented  so  any  books  would  be 
greatly  appreciated. 

The  books  need  not  be  new,  but  no  metal  or  plastic  spiral  type 
bindings  are  allowed. 

A prayer  circle  is  being  formed,  but  the  brothers  have  no  good  reading 
material  at  all.  The  library  is  pretty  much  an  empty  room  at  this  time. 

Any  assistance  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Please  send  to: 

Ken  Iordan 

128  Valley  View  Rd. 

North  Conway,  NH  03860 

Please  feel  free  to  redistribute  this  appeal  as  necessary! 

Mvto,  Ken 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http : //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Janet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  Janet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  Jail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640489,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Nov  2000  23:52:40  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis(3epix.net> 

Subj : History:  Carlisle  - Indian  Helper,  September  30,  1887 
THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA. 
FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1887  NO.  8 


ALWAYS  GROWING. 


What  do  you  do  in  the  ground,  little  weed. 
Under  the  rain  and  snow. 

Hidden  away  from  the  bright  blue  sky. 

And  lost  to  the  madcap  sparrow's  eye? 

"Why,  do  you  not  know? 

I grow!" 

What  do  you  do  in  the  nest,  little  bird. 
When  the  boughs  swing  to  and  fro? 

How  do  you  pass  the  time  away 
From  dawn  to  dust  of  a summer  day? 

"What,  do  you  not  know? 

I grow!" 

What  do  you  do  in  the  pond,  little  fish. 
With  scales  that  glisten  so? 

In  and  out  of  the  water  grass. 

Never  at  rest  I see  you  pass, 

"Why,  do  you  not  know? 

I grow!" 

What  do  you  do  in  the  cradle,  my  boy. 

With  chubby  cheeks  all  aglow? 

What  do  you  do  when  your  toys  are  put 
Away,  and  your  wise  little  eyes  are  shut? 
"Ho,  do  you  not  know? 

I grow!" 

Always  growing!  By  night  or  day 
No  idle  moments  we  see; 

Whether  at  work  or  cheerful  play. 

Let  us  all  be  able  to  say; 

"In  the  goodness  of  God, 

We  grow. " 

- [Selected . 


"Dare  to  do  right,  dare  to  be  true. 

You  have  a work  that  no  other  can  do; 
Do  it  so  kindly,  so  bravely,  so  well, 
Angels  shall  hasten  the  story  to  tell. 


HOME  DIFFICULTIES  OF  A YOUNG  INDIAN  GIRL. 


Continued  from  Number  6 Helper. 

The  brave  girl  soon  stopped  crying  and  as  she  sat  on  the  banks  of  the 
pretty  little  stream  where  we  left  her  last  in  our  story,  she  thought 
long  and  deeply  and  firmly  made  up  her  mind  what  she  would  do  in  the 
future . 

When  she  arose  to  go  back  to  the  house,  she  said  to  herself,  "I 
must  not  let  my  mother  and  sisters  see  that  I have  been  crying.  No,  that 
would  never  do!  I shall  appear  happy  all  the  time,  and  shall  go  quietly 
around  and  try  to  straighten  things  out." 

This  she  did.  On  entering  the  house  she  found  that  her  mother  had 
gone  for  wood,  and  what  did  Fanny  (That  was  her  name)  do,  but  snatch  up 
an  old  broom  she  saw  standing  in  the  corner,  and  sweep  down  every 
cobweb?  Then  she  looked  out  of  the  door  to  see  if  her  mother  was 
coming.  No,  she  wasn't  in  sight  and  did  not  appear  with  a load  upon  her 
back,  until  Fanny  had  the  dirty  little  window  washed.  Fannie's  sisters 
thought  she  was  crazy  flying  around  so,  but  they  were  pleased  when  they 
found  that  they  could  actually  see  through  the  window  and  the  mother 
smiled  a little  when  she  came  in  and  made  the  same  discovery. 

The  next  day  was  issue  day  and  Fannie's  mother  had  to  go  all  the  way 
to  the  agency  - ten  miles  - on  horseback  to  draw  the  family  flour  and 
bacon . 

She  wanted  Fanny  to  go  along,  as  she  would  see  so  many  of  her  friends 
at  the  issue. 

It  was  a big  temptation  to  Fanny,  but  thinking  of  the  good  chance  she 
would  have  to  clean  house  while  her  mother  was  gone,  she  said,  "I  had 
rather  stay  at  home  this  time,  mother  dear,  and  some  other  time  I will 


go  with  you . " 

Not  well  pleased  with  hen  oldest  daughter's  wish  she  took  Fannie's 
sisters  and  started  off. 

So,  finding  herself  alone,  Fanny  stood  a moment  in  the  middle  of  the 
room  and  took  a look  around  as  if  planning  her  work,  and  then  what? 

The  first  thing  she  did  was  to  build  a fire  and  put  some  water  on; 
then  while  the  water  was  heating,  she  swept  the  ground  floor. 

It  looked  very  well  when  all  the  meatbones,  old  rags  and  crumbs  of 
bread  and  other  litter  were  cleared  away. 

Then  she  gathered  up  all  the  dirty  clothing  she  could  find  about  the 
beds,  and  washed  them. 


Continued  on  last  page. 
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The  Indian  Helper. 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY,  AT  THE  INDIAN 
INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA.  BY  THE 
INDIAN  PRINTER  BOYS. 


Price:  - 10  cents  a year. 

(Five  cents  extra  for  every  change  of  address 
after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-Man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


The  INDIAN  HELPER  is  paid  for  in  advance,  so  do  not  hesitate  to  take 
the  paper  from  the  Post  Office,  for  fear  a bill  will  be  presented. 


ONE  DOLLAR  FOR  THE  BEST. 


We  have  received  no  answer  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER  questions  "Is  it 
Right?"  for  the  Government  to  stop  the  teaching  of  Indian  Languages  in 
Reservation  schools? 

We  have  been  very  busy  getting  started  straight  for  the  year's  school 
work,  and  many  other  things  have  interfered,  somewhat,  but  now  we  are 
settled  and  can  begin  to  think  in  earnest. 

Boys!  Girls!  Read  that  article  again  in  Number  4,  HELPER,  printed 
Friday,  Sept.  2,  entitled  "Is  it  Right?" 

Read  it  again  and  answer  it  some  way  or  another. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  has  letters  from  people  in  New  York  and 
other  states.  They  want  to  know  how  YOU  feel  about  the  order  to  stop 
teaching  the  Indian  language. 

How  do  you  feel? 

Let  every  girl  and  boy  in  Miss  Cutter's  and  Miss  Bender's  rooms  write 
an  answer  and  for  the  best  paper  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  will  pay  ONE 
DOLLAR. 

Address,  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

We  should  be  glad  ot  hear  from  our  pupils  absent  from  the  school 
whether  at  home  or  in  the  country,  or  from  any  Indian  not  connected  with 
the  school,  upon  this  subject. 


The  right  performance  of  this  hours'  duties  will  be  the  best 
preparation  for  the  hours  or  ages  that  follow  it.  -EMERSON. 

William  Paisano,  a former  pupil,  whom  we  all  remember,  writes  from  his 
New  Mexico  home  that  he  is  still  farming  and  stockraising.  He  says  all 
the  returned  Carlisle  students  there  are  doing  well.  William  is  Lieut. 
Governor  of  the  Laguna  Pueblo. 


A letter  from  Henry  Kendall,  who  went  to  Rutger's  College  last  week, 
says  he  is  going  to  like  the  place  very  much  and  the  young  men  there  are 
very  friendly  with  him.  He  hopes  to  be  able  to  keep  up  with  the  classes 
and  thinks  he  will  have  no  trouble  to  do  so,  when  he  once  learns  their 
ways . 


We  know  a young  lady  who,  when  a child,  lived  with  her  aged 
grandmother,  who  always  because  she  had  no  teeth,  soaked  her  bread  and 
butter  in  her  tea.  The  child  adopted  the  same  customs  and  to  this  day 
always  soaks  her  bread  and  butter  in  her  tea  because  her  grandmother  had 
no  teeth. 

Is  it  not  quite  as  foolish  and  more  harmful  and  dangerous  to  cover  up 
our  horses'  beautiful  eyes  with  blinders  because  an  English  nobleman 
tried  in  this  way  to  hide  a defect  in  his  horses'  eye  a hundred  years 
ago? 

GEO.  T.  ANGELL,  in  Our  Dumb  Animals. 


See  how  nicely  the  people  of  York  spoke  of  our  boys,  who  went  Saturday 
to  take  part  in  their  Centennial  parade.  The  "Age"  says: 

"The  boys  were  courteous  and  polite  in  their  manners,  and  in  their 
general  conduct  are  the  perfection  of  good  behavior,  the  fruits  of 
strict,  judicious  discipline.  When  quartered  in  the  high  school,  and 
left  alone  without  officers  or  teachers,  they  remained  in  perfect  order, 
not  a single  instance  of  misconduct  came  to  the  knowledge  or 
observations  of  the  committee.  Their  behavior  in  every  respect  is  a 
credit  to  the  school,  an  honor  to  the  teachers,  no  less  than  a mark  of 
commendation  to  the  United  States  Government. 


A nice  letter  from  Ernie  Black,  in  which  there  are  many  questions 
about  our  school  and  his  friends  here,  shown  his  interest  in  the 
institution  which  gave  him  an  education.  We  hear  through  other  sources 
that  Ernie  fights  for  Carlisle,  when  others  speak  against  the  school. 
The  Man-on-the-band-stand  is  proud  of  such  a young  man. 


The  character  builder  in  our  civilization  is  home.  Where  you  get  a 
wise  father  and  a wise  mother,  you  will  get  noble  children  and  noble 
citizens  in  spite  of  all  other  hinderances.  - E.  P.  Powell. 
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Exhibition  tonight?  or  when? 

The  cooking  class  bread  can't  be  beaten. 


It  was  fair  week  but  the  week  was  not  fair. 


Mrs.  Ege  called  and  renewed  subscription  of  STAR  and  HELPER. 


Those  rolls  that  Esther  Miller  made  in  the  cooking  class  were 
delicious . 


Charley  Wolf  has  entered  the  printing  office,  and  makes  a good 
beginning. 


Boys,  give  the  girls  some  of  those  barrel  hoops  you  find.  They  like 
to  roll  hoop,  too. 


Last  Saturday  was  a very  busy  day  at  the  girls'  quarters. 


Mr.  I.  Zeamer,  editor  of  the  VOLUNTEER,  paid  a friendly  call,  on 
Thursday. 


Miss  Irene  Bender  and  her  nephew  Master  Bennet  Lynch,  are  visiting  our 
Miss  Bender. 


Miss  Bessie  Dixon  is  back  again  as  cook  at  the  Teachers'  club,  and  the 


teachers  are  happy. 


Col.  Michael  Sheridan,  brother  of  the  great  General,  was  one  of  the 
distinguished  callers  at  our  school  last  Thursday. 


Herbert  Goodboy  sent  ten  cents  for  the  HELPER  from  his  Bucks  County 
home,  and  says  he  is  well  and  happy. 


Miss  Semple  has  gone  from  Clifton  Springs,  N.Y.,  to  Youngstown,  Ohio 
to  visit  friends  on  her  way  to  Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 


If  it  were  not  for  the  little  girls  we  could  hardly  get  our  folding 
done.  They  do  nice  work  and  we  thank  them  very  much. 


The  York  AGE  now  comes  regularly  to  our  school  in  exchange  with  STAR 
and  HELPER  and  thus  another  standard  daily  is  given  our  boys  to  read. 


Tooting  of  a few  horns  as  the  band  entered  the  grounds  last  Saturday 
night  from  York  did  not  sound  quite  in  place. 


"Oh,  let's  sing,"  said  Richenda  when  she  and  Annie  Irvine  were  playing 
school  and  the  word  "Girl"  was  given  her  to  spell. 


losie  Pedro,  who  is  living  in  a family  in  Maryland  likes  her  place  and 
doesn't  get  lonesome.  She  sent  ten  cents  for  the  HELPER  another  year. 

Rev.  Dr.  Brown  is  with  us  again. 


The  choir  are  to  have  new  books. 


Who  is  that  little  boy  who  cries  so  much? 


No.  8 hall  in  Teachers'  Quarters  looks  fine  in  its  new  dress  of 
second-hand  carpet  and  matting. 


The  teachers  who  went  to  York,  Saturday,  foudn  the  steam  in  their 
rooms  mixed  with  a little  water  when  they  returned. 


Did  you  see  that  officer,  just  in  from  the  country,  marching  with 
hands  in  pockets  as  he  led  a company  of  boys  to  Sunday  School? 


The  boys  who  went  to  Lancaster  to  attend  the  Y.M.C.A.  convention, 
report  that  they  had  a very  pleasant  time  and  were  well  treated  by 
everyone. 


John  Londrosh,  Frank  Lock,  Stailey,  and  Matthew  Broom  helped  put  our 
new  job  press  in  position.  Charley  Wolf  fixed  the  strap  wheel. 


A full  account  of  the  Carlisle  School  exhibit  in  the  Philadelphia  and 
York  Industrial  Parades  and  what  leading  papers  and  persons  said  about 
it,  will  be  printed  in  the  October  number  of  the  Morning  Star. 


When  a boy  goes  with  hat  on  into  Miss  Ely's  office,  she  smiles  and 
says,  "Nice  hat!"  The  boy  generally  knows  what  she  means  and  quickly 
uncovers  his  head. 


Istee,  Cecelia,  Florence  Walton  and  Mattie  Kuno,  and  Frank  Dorian, 
paid  for  the  HELPER  another  year. 


The  non-commissioned  officers  as  now  settled  upon  for  the  present 
school  year  are: 

Sergeant-Major  Richard  Davis;  Sergeants  for  Company  A:  Chester 
Cornelius,  Dick  Wallace,  loel  Tyndall,  Stacy  Matlock,  and  Wm.  Morgan. 

Corporals  Brule  I.E.  Feather,  Roland  Fish,  Samuel  Keryte,  Calls 
Horselooking,  and  Work  Together. 


Sergeants  for  Company  B:  Frank  Lock,  Kish  Hawkins,  Luther  Kuhns,  Geo. 
Thomas,  Timber  Yellowrobe. 

Corporals  Harvey  Warner,  Arrow  R.  Horse,  Dos.  Lone  Wolf,  Constant 
Bread,  Frank  Dorian. 

Sergeants  for  Company  C:  William  Brown,  Luke  Phillips,  Carl  Leider, 
Otto  Zotom,  Phillips  White. 

Corporals,  Jessie  Cornelius,  Staley,  Donas  Place,  Albert  Anderson, 
Chas.  Wolf. 
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From  First  Page. 


Where  did  she  get  a wash-tub  and  board? 

There  were  no  such  things  in  the  house,  and  the  best  Fanny  could  do 
was  to  take  a few  things  at  a time  and  wash  them  in  a good  sized  pail 
she  found. 

While  they  were  drying  on  the  poles  and  bushes  where  she  had  placed 
them,  then  the  blankets  and  quilts  which  were  too  heavy  to  wash  in  that 

way,  were  thoroughly  shaken  and  spread  out  on  the  grass  to  air. 

Next  the  bedsteads  were  taken  apart,  carried  outside  and  scalded  with 

boiling  water,  which  killed  the  bugs.  While  the  bedsteads  were  drying 

Fanny  swept  the  ground  for  twenty  or  thirty  feet  about  the  door,  then 
she  scrubbed  the  greasy  fingermarks  off  of  the  door.  After  that,  she 
washed  all  the  tin  dishes  her  mother  had  pushed  back  in  a corner  after 
breakfast;  scoured  the  pots  and  pans  with  ashes;  stood  one  of  the  boxes 
up  for  a table;  fixed  a clean  newspaper  which  she  happened  to  have  in 
her  valise,  inside  the  box,  then  she  put  the  clean  dishes  in  there  and 
it  looked  quite  like  a little  cupboard. 

By  this  time,  the  clothing  she  had  washed  was  dry.  She  lifted  the 
beds  back  in  place,  fixed  the  comforts  and  blankets  on  straight. 

Some  of  the  pieces  of  muslin  which  before  she  washed  them  were  filthy 
rags  were  now  made  to  serve  the  purposes  of  pillow-shams  and  sheets,  and 
made  the  beds  look  quite  respectable. 

Now  after  wiping  off  the  stove,  dusting  the  boxes  and  trunks  and 
broken  chairs,  and  placing  these  rude  articles  of  furniture  in  positions 
she  liked  best,  and  then  washing  her  own  hands  and  face,  combing  her 
hair  and  putting  on  a clean  dress  and  apron,  she  sat  down  to  rest,  a 
very,  very  tired  girl. 

While  resting,  however,  she  was  not  idle,  but  took  one  of  her  Carlisle 
books  and  read  until  the  sound  of  horses  hoofs  was  heard  approaching, 
when  she  ran  out  to  meet  her  mother  and  sisters. 

Now,  one  would  think  that  any  mother  would  have  been  proud  of  such  a 
daughter,  and  would  have  been  pleased  to  find  things  neat  and  clean,  but 
his  mother  was  not  that  kind.  She  was  not  pleased.  She  gave  no  words 
of  praise  to  poor,  tired  Fanny.  On  the  contrary  she  scolded  her 
daughter. 

"Is  this  what  you  wanted  to  stay  at  home  for?  I think  you  have  not 
much  sense  to  stay  here  and  work  like  this.  I don't  like  it.  Who  asked 
you  to  turn  my  house  inside  out  and  to  scrub  and  clean?" 

Poor  Fanny  felt  crushed  to  earth.  "Is  this  the  thanks  I get  for  a 
hard  day's  work?"  she  thought,  but  made  no  reply  to  her  ungrateful  mother 
"I  will  never  do  another  stroke  of  work  in  this  house,"  she  went  on 
thinking.  "I  hate  this  place.  I wish  I could  go  back  to  Carlisle.  No, 

I can't  go  back  to  Carlisle  - I must  stay  here.  No,  I can't  stay  here. 
Yes,  I will  stay  here.  My  poor  mother  doesn't  know  any  better.  I must 
excuse  her." 

These  and  an  hundred  other  unhappy  thoughts  passed  through  Fannie's 
mind  in  the  very  few  moments  after  receiving  the  scolding  but  what 
happened  next  must  be  told  in  some  future  paper. 


Mr.  Edward  McFadden  writes  a very  cheery  letter  from  Amherst  College, 
Mass.,  where  he  began  a course  of  study  this  year.  He  thinks  the 
"atmosphere  of  the  college  is  delightfully  pleasant."  The  boys  at  that 
college,  "instead  of  calling  on  the  young  ladies,  call  on  the 
Professors,  and  generally  stay  the  whole  evening."  In  describing  the 


town,  Mr.  McFadden  goes  on  to  say,  "It  has  the  grandest  scenery  possible 
to  look  upon.  I would  fail  even  in  giving  you  an  outline  of  it.  It  is 
like  a few  things  that  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  The  Hampshire 
Hills  to  the  west  and  north  form  a picture  not  unlike  the  tossing  of  the 
sea  - each  succeeding  hill  gracefully  rising  and  seeming  to  fall  just  in 
time  to  let  it  rise  again."  There  are  103  students  in  his  class,  and  he 
says  some  of  them  are  very  bright  young  men. 

He  and  his  brother  are  boarding  at  the  house  of  their  Professor  of 
German . 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. ) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajoe  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  6 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


At  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  is  published  monthly  an  eight-page 
quarto  of  standard  size,  called  THE  MORNING  STAR,  the  mechanical  part  of 
which  is  done  entirely  by  Indian  boys.  This  paper  is  valuable  as  a 
summary  of  information  on  Indian  matters,  and  contains  writings  by 
Indian  pupils  and  local  incidents  of  the  school.  Terms:  Fifty  cents  a 
year,  in  advance. 

Sample  copies  sent  free. 

Address,  MORNING  STAR,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

For  1,  2 and  3 subscribers  for  THE  STAR  we  give  the  same  premiums 
offered  in  Standing  Offer  for  the  HELPER. 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 

"RE : Rustywire:  Tournament  of  Tribal  Champions"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Mar  2000  23:03:56  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Subj : Tournament  of  Tribal  Champions 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Wunkus  stretched  himself,  his  six  foot  slender  frame  sliding  out  of 
bed.  Thursday,  it  is  time  to  throw  his  things  in  the  small  Nike 
duffel  bag  he  had  by  his  bed,  he  grabbed  his  old  worn  leather 
basketball,  and  his  new  high  tops  from  their  box  and  put  them  in  the 
bag,  then  he  washed  his  face. 

His  mom  called  him  to  her  room,  and  he  stepped  across  the  hallway, 
and  looked  through  her  open  door. 

Are  you  leaving  now.  Son. 

I think  they  are  coming,  they  should  be  here  pretty  soon.  She 
reached  under  her  star  quilt,  an  old  hand  made  one  given  to  her  some 
years  ago.  She  called  him  over  and  slid,  $40  dollars  into  his  hand.  She 
touched  his  cheek  and  told  him,  go  ahead  and  take  it  just  in  case. 

He  was  going  to  say  something  but  didn't.  He  put  it  in  his  sox 
and  went  to  the  kitchen.  He  made  a jam  sandwich  and  drank  some  milk. 


His  younger  brother  asked  him,  are  you  going  to  play  basketball 
again?. 

Yeah,  we  are  going  to  Fort  Duchesne.  Where  is  Ft.  Duchesne,  Wunkus? 

It  is  in  Utah.  Where  is  Utah?  It  is  that  a way,  he  pointed  back  over 
his  shoulder  to  the  southwest  about  9 hours  sitting  in  the  car.  Wow 
that  is  a long  way,  from  here,  yeah  it  is 

Wunkus  grabbed  a package  of  boloney  and  Kraft  cheese  slices,  sixteen  of 
them  and  stuffed  them  in  his  bag.  The  horn  of  the  van,  let  him  know  it 
was  time  to  go.  He  yelled  ..."see  you.  Mom",  and  left  before  he  could 
hear  her  reply.  It  was  early,  maybe  six  or  so.  Pine  Ridge  is  cold  this 
time  of  morning.  He  got  in,  Bucky  was  driving,  and  Selway,  Barney  in 
the  Woods  and  Dave  were  waiting  for  him. 

"Dust  us  five  going".  Yep,  no  body  else  could  make  it.  Wunkus  got  the 
bench  seat  in  the  far  back  and  settled  in  for  the  ride.  The  van  was 
about  to  pull  out,  then  his  brother  came  running  out  of  the  old  3 
bedroom  HUD  house.  "Wait,  wait!  You  forgot  the  jerseys,  he  was  holding 
a white  laundry  bag  over  his  head  running  to  the  van.  Salway  grabbed  it 
from  the  open  window  and  told  Doey...your  ok,  kid,  going  to  be  a 
Frybread  Warrior  some  day.  They  waved  at  him  as  he  stood  there  watching 
mleave . 

"I  hear  Ft.  Washakie  has  a pretty  good  team".  Yeah  one  of  those 
Arapohoe  boys  made  all  state  this  year  for  Wyoming,  they  should  be 
pretty  good. 

You  know  you  guys  are  gona  have  to  run,  can't  quit,  so  you  guys  are 

gonna  have  to  do  it  cuz  we  got  no  backup We  can  do  it,  isn't? 

They  all  looked  at  Salway  and  laughed  cuz  he  was  tall,  6 '8"  but 
weighed  320,  so  he  was  a big,  big  guy. 

Them  Navajos  have  an  all  star  team  from  all  over  the  rez,  some  guy 
from  Shiprock,  a guy  from  Flag,  and  one  who  played  from  CEA,  College  of 
Eastern  Arizona... I heard  about  him,  didn't  he  used  to  play  for  Window 

Rock  Scouts,  we  played  him  last  year  in  Denver Uh,  uh,  he  made  all 

star  that  tournament,  his  name  is  Hoskie,  he  can  sure  shoot  the  tre's. 

Them  Navajo  guys  are  short,  but  they  sure  can  run  and  gun.  We  will 
have  to  make  them  hurt  on  the  backboard... 

Southern  Ute  took  it  last  year,  they  are  coming  to  play  again,  they 
are  all  back  I think.  That  one  kid,  Anthony,  he  sure  can  jump... he  is 
your  man  Sal... got  to  take  him  down ....  piece  of  cake.... got  it  made  in 
the  shade . . . 

BYU  Indian  club,  what  is  their  name... the  Braves,  they  are  coming  up, 
they  are  usually  pretty  good.  They  got  a couple  of  Ojibway  boys  from 

Minnesota  that  can  hit  from  just  about  anywhere Oh,  yeah  where  are 

they  from not  sure,  but  they  have  made  a name  for 

themselves 

Anybody  bring  anything  to  eat no  one  says  anything... I think 

everything  we  have  is  going  for  gas,  it's  $1.95  at  the  tore. . .brought  a 
hose  just  in  case ...  laughing  heard.... 

The  drive  is  long,  and  monotonous hours  pass  and  the  cheese  is 

half  gone  and  boloney  skins  are  laying  all  over  the  floor.... 

How  far not  too  much  longer  I think.  Do  you  remember  Dohnny 

Angel,  that  really  big  Ute  guy.  Yeah,  he  used  to  be  pretty  good  20 
years  ago  when  he  was  young,  now  he  is  an  old  man.... I hear  he  has  a 
son,  named  Wunkus  too,  who  plays  pretty  good,  just  as  tall  too. 

Well  we  will  have  to  see  how  he  plays.  Remember  Bobby 
Chapoose. . .yeah. . . .he  has  two  sons  now  that  play  too,  they  are  really 
fast  and  tall  too.  Who  do  they  play  for.... they  play  for  the  Fort 

Duchesne  Nighthawks.  They  used  to  have  one  short  guy,  what  was  his 

name... I can't  remember  but  I know  who  you  are  talking  about,  he  is 
still  is  playing,  he  can  sure  handle  the  ball.  Who  you  talking 
about... you  know  that  one  guy  with  a crewcut,  he's  a firefighter  during 
the  summer  with  that  Indian  hot  shot  crew  from  there... oh,  you  mean  OB 
Taveapont,  yeah  he  was  pretty  good,  is  hevstill  playing?  Yeah  he  is 
still  is  their  point  guard silence ....  later.  Damn  I feel 

old,  OB  used  to  play  back  in  77,  hell  that  was  33  years  ago  and  he 
still  their  point  guard?  Are  you  sure  it  isn't  his  son?  NO,  it  is 
still  him.... I got  to  see  this.... 


After  a long  drive,  pulling  into  the  gym  parking  lot  at  Fort 
Duchesne. .. .there  are  alot  of  cars  here,  some  with  Oklahoma  plates, 
there  are  some  from  California  and  look  at  those  girls  from 
where... can  you  see  them. .. .YEAH,  I can  see  that  ONE,  the  tall 
one... I want  to  know  that  one. .. .laughing. . .hold  your  horses, 

Wunkus ... .they  all  look  that  way. .. .what 1 s the  plate  say  Oregon? .. .must 
be  Colville,  maybe,  Salish  Kootenai ...  or  Siletz...I  don't  care,  but 
she  is  the  one  I saw  in  my  dreams  last  week... she  is 
waiting  for  me.... the  guys  all  laugh. 

The  van  with  Indian  drums  painted  on  the  side  parks  and  they  pile 
out.  They  all  walk  slowly  across  the  cracked  sidewalk  to  the  rust 
colored  gym  building.  They  come  in  from  the  East  side  and  walk  single 
file  past  the  concession  stand.  They  stop  at  the  bracket,  all  five 
Sioux  boys,  looks  like  32  teams  from  all  over  and  32  women's  teams  too. 

Salway,  goes  to  the  office  door  and  picks  up  their  passes,  they  put 
them  on.  As  they  walk  past  the  two  Indian  girls  collecting 
money  at  the  gym  door,  they  take  on  a more  easy  stride,  like  warriors 
walking  single  file,  they  take  their  time,  stepping  as  one  and  find  an 
open  spot  at  the  far  side  of  the  gym,  that  spot  will  be  their  home  until 
Saturday.  The  gym  is  crowded,  a women's  game  is  going  on.... it  is  their 
time  and  place,  they  have  come  to  play  ball... look  at  all  those  Indian 
girls .. .Wunkus  reaches  into  his  bag  and  pulls  out  his  old  leather  ball. 
The  girls  look  at  them,  the  old  folks  have  seen  it  all  before.  The  other 
teams  size  them  up. 

In  the  old  days  we  met  on  the  plains,  enemies  and  allies  we  were, 
counting  coup,  fighting  and  in  it  proving  ourselves ...  but  this  is  not 
unlike  that... we  have  come  to  play... we  are  good  and  you  can  tell  by 
the  way  we  walk... this  is  our  gym... we  are  the  ones  who  will  take  the 

Tournament  of  Tribal  Champions The  little  kids  laugh,  as  a pile  of 

baloney  skins  falls  out  of  Wunkus' s gym  bag  onto  the  floor.  The 
referee,  Johnny  Angel  blows  his  whistle,  a time  out  is  called  and  comes 
over  and  calls  him  back,  you  need  to  pick  up  your  baloney  skins.  So  it 
goes  with  Indian  basketball  players  and  the  Tournament  of  Tribal 
Champions  this  weekend  at  Fort  Duchesne  on  the  Uintah  and  Ouray 
Reservation. .. .who  is  that  sitting  way  over  on  the  other 
side . . . . rustywire  and  not  too  far  away  there  are  five  of  his  sons 
watching  waiting  for  their  turn  to  step  into  the  court.  Hey  who  are 
those  guys...i  hear  they  are  ffrom  Pine  Ridge... what  are  they 
called ....  let  me  see... they  are  the  Frybread  Warrriors. . .maybe 

they  should  change  their  names  to  the  Baloney  Skins whistle 

blows ...  let ' s play  ball. 

"RE : Poem:  Thoughts  About/For  Leonard"  

Date:  Wed,  4 Oct  2000  07:24:19  -0400 

From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere.net> 

Subj : Thoughts  About/For  Leonard 

Thoughts  About/For  Leonard 

I sit  here  alone 
within  these  walls 
watching  time 
tick  away  the  days 

Messages  come 
messages  go 
within  without 
these  walls 

My  Vision  clear 
my  hands  Proud 
my  mind  remembers 
my  Heart  is  full 


I hear  the  news 
I hear  the  rumbling 
the  waves  that  lap 
against  the  shore 

Many  hands  working 
many  voices  ringing 
many  silent 
many  more 

Smudge  Pray 
live  the  Dream 
walk  tall 

each  and  every  day 

Smoke  and  mirrors 
distraction  flows 
so  much  to  do 
time  only  steals  days 

Another  day 
another  year 
another  anniversary 
or  date  of  birth 

Who  know 
the  me  that  is 
inside  these  walls 
alone 

For  if  I am  to  ever 
breath  the  air  again 
to  walk  the  plains  of  my  Heart 
to  smile  into  the  eyes  of  my  own 

There  must  be  more 
one  thing  to  rise  above 
one  last  front 
to  rush  the  door 

Do  they  not  know 

not  waves  lapping 

but  a mighty  swelling  only 

will  take  the  shore. 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

While  I would  never  presume  to  speak  for  Leonard these  are  the  feelings 

I get  when  I Pray  for  his  release 
Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Nov  2000  06:05:44  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea . org> 

Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  November  26-December  2 

NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 

26 


In  every  conversation,  it  is  important  to  learn  to  listen. 

27 

The  pearl  is  a wondrous  creation  of  the  sea. 

28 


We  become  what  we  feel. 


29 

Time  is  merciful  to  those  who  do  not  worship  it. 

30 

Be  as  young  as  you  feel  in  your  dreams. 


KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

December  was  the  time  when  the  trailing  plants  died  down  and 
the  south  wind,  the  Kona,  prevailed. 

1 

May  your  spirit  be  filled  with  song  and  laughter. 

2 

The  stars  shine  more  brightly  at  this  time  of  year. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Arizona  Voters  Pass  English  Only  Measure 


Date:  Sat,  18  Nov  2000  14:36:53  -0500 
From:  KDawn  <oakbuddy@citrus.infi.net> 

Subj : AAAARRRRGGGGHHHHHHH !!!!!!!!!! 

Mailing-List:  RezLife  <rezlife@egroups . com> 

GRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR!  ! ! ! ! ! 

By  Brenda  Norrell 
Indian  Country  Today 
Nov  15,  2000 

Brenda  Norrell  - Indian  Country  White  Mountain  Apache  Kayla  Antonio 
and  Queen  Kateri  Parker  demonstrated  against  Prop  203. 

PFIOENIX,  Ariz.  - Arizona  voters  passed  English-only  Proposition  203  by 
a wide  margin,  eliminating  bilingual  education  for  tens  of  thousands  of 
American  Indian  public  school  students  from  21  federally  recognized 
tribes . 

"It  is  so  devastating!  It  is  really  sad  that  the  state  of  Arizona 
doesn't  recognize  the  validity  of  teaching  Native  languages,"  said  Rosa 
Anchondo,  Pascua  Yaqui  director  of  education. 

Anchondo  had  appeared  on  Tucson  television  earlier  to  urge  voters  to 
turn  down  the  proposition  which  eliminates  bilingual  education  and 
replaces  it  with  a one-year  English  immersion  program. 

American  Indian  educators  said  it  is  a dangerous  trend  that  began  with 
the  1998  passage  of  English-only  legislation  in  California  and  could 
spread  to  other  states. 

Chicano  activists  protested  Prop  203,  bankrolled  by  Silicon  Valley 
millionaire  Ron  Unz,  as  racism  and  a reaction  to  the  growing  population  of 
Flispanics  in  the  West. 

Amalia  Reyes,  Pascua  Yaqui  language  and  culture  specialist,  said  passage 
of  Prop  203  will  be  especially  devastating  for  Hualapai  and  Navajo  who 
have  long-standing  bilingual  programs. 

Navajo  President  Kelsey  Begaye  expressed  disappointment  with  passage  of 
Prop  203,  but  said  he  was  optimistic  a compromise  may  be  reached  for  the 
tens  of  thousands  of  Navajo  students  who  attend  Arizona  public  schools  on 
the  Navajo  Nation. 

"We  hope  there  is  a way  we  can  work  this  out  so  it  doesn't  impact  Navajo 
schools  negatively." 

Based  on  its  sovereign  status,  Begaye  said  the  tribe  will  first  seek  a 
legal  opinion  of  the  impact  of  Prop  203  on  programs  on  tribal  land  and 


work  with  state  representatives  and  senators. 

"And  we'll  move  forward  on  that  regard." 

Meanwhile,  Arizona  cast  its  eight  electoral  votes  for  Bush,  while  New 
Mexico  voters  turned  out  in  a snow  storm  that  closed  schools,  to  create  a 
close  race  in  the  swing  state  with  five  electoral  votes  which  went  to  Gore. 

In  New  Mexico  Zuni  Pueblo  Gov.  Malcolm  Bowekaty  said  he  was  a little 
nervous  post-election  day.  Pointing  out  that  he  is  one  of  the  few  American 
Indian  leaders  who  voices  support  for  Bush,  Bowekaty  said,  "We're 
cautiously  optimistic." 

"I  was  really  ready  to  celebrate  when  Gore  called  the  Bush  camp  and 
conceded."  The  tables  turned  several  times  in  several  hours. 

"I  have  to  be  careful  what  I say,  I don't  want  to  have  to  eat  too  much 
crow. " 

Meanwhile,  Navajos  watched  presidential  and  Congressional  races  closely. 

Some  Navajos  celebrated  the  election  of  Hillary  Clinton  to  the  Senate 
from  New  York  , remembering  Hillary  at  a dawn  breakfast  cooked  over  an 
open  fire  during  the  Navajo  Nation  Fair  of  1992. 

"In  1992,  when  Hillary  Clinton  came  with  her  daughter  Chelsea  to  the 
Navajo  Nation  Fair  to  campaign  for  her  husband,  the  Navajo  people  were 
impressed  with  her  knowledge  of  Native  American  issues,"  Carolyn  Calvin 
remembered . 

"She  gave  an  impassioned  speech  about  the  Clintons'  commitment  to  Native 
Americans.  With  that,  Hillary  and  her  daughter,  Chelsea,  energized  the 
entire  Navajo  Nation  to  vote  overwhelmingly  for  Bill  Clinton." 

Navajo  Chris  Stearns,  director  of  the  Gore  campaign  in  North  Dakota, 
said  American  Indians  everywhere  are  watching  the  presidential  race, 
concerned  with  future  appointments  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  and  Interior 
Department . 

Of  key  interest  was  the  race  between  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash.,  and 
Democratic  candidate  Maria  Cantwell  in  Washington. 

"Tribes  anxiously  await  the  results  knowing  that  a Bush  victory  coupled 
with  a Gorton  loss  will  place  Gorton  on  the  short  list  of  candidates  for 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,"  Stearns  said. 

Gorton  is  chairman  of  the  Senate  Interior  Appropriations  Subcommittee 
which  oversees  the  budgets  of  Interior  and  the  Indian  Health  Service. 

While  the  GOP  remained  in  control  of  the  House  and  Senate,  New  Mexico 
Democrats  Rep.  Tom  Udall  and  Sen.  Jeff  Bingaman,  often  voicing  support  for 
Indian  sovereignty,  reclaimed  their  seats. 

In  Arizona,  Republican  Congressmen  Ion  Kyi,  who  helped  obtain  funding 
for  the  Pascua  Yaqui  Boys  and  Girls  Club  and  other  American  Indian 
projects,  won  his  bid  for  reelection. 

With  reports  of  voting  irregularities  by  American  Indians  who  are  not 
dominant  in  English,  the  U.S.  Justice  Department  sent  election  monitors  to 
counties  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  with  high  numbers  of  Navajo,  Apache  and 
Pueblo  voters. 

Gore,  Bush  and  President  Clinton  visited  Indian  leaders  in  New  Mexico 
during  the  final  three  months  of  the  presidential  race.  Gore  and  Bush 
declined  to  respond  to  an  invitation  to  address  Indian  country  in  a 
proposed  Indian  Town  Hall  meeting  in  Phoenix. 

The  All  Indian  Pueblo  Council  in  New  Mexico  supported  Gore,  even  after 
Bush  met  with  Pueblo  leaders  in  southern  New  Mexico  and  vowed  to  uphold 
Indian  sovereignty  and  the  government-to-government  relationship  between 
tribes  and  the  federal  government. 

In  Arizona,  tribal  members  considered  the  passage  of  Prop  203  the  most 
devastating  act  of  election  day. 

During  a protest  at  the  capitol,  Navajo  Code  Talker  Sam  Billiman  had 
said,  "The  Holy  People  gave  us  this  language  and  only  the  Holy  People  can 
take  it  away." 

Navajo  educators  warned  that  elimination  of  bilingual  programs  threatens 
the  academic  progress  of  Dine-speaking  Navajo  children  who  need 
instruction  in  both  languages.  Hopi  leaders  warned  that  Prop  203  follows 
the  same  thinking  that  led  to  the  abolition  of  Native  languages  in 
boarding  schools. 

In  the  end,  neither  the  television  appeals  of  Pascua  Yaqui  in  Tucson, 
the  pleas  of  teachers  on  the  remote  Navajo  Nation  nor  the  march  and 


protest  by  Hopi,  Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  and  Gila  River  Akimel  O'otham 
leaders  at  the  capitol,  could  sway  the  minds  of  Arizona  voters. 

Reyes  said  her  young  son  woke  up  the  morning  after  the  election  worried 
about  an  elementary  friend  who  does  not  speak  English. 

"How  will  these  children  survive  in  the  classroom?"  Reyes  asked. 

"The  first  rule  of  magic  is  simple.  Don't  waste  your  time  waving  your 
hands  and  hoping  when  a rock  or  a club  will  do."  --  McCloctnik  the  Lucid 

"RE : English  Only  May  Spread"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Nov  2000  07:22:18  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Paul  Pureau  <paul_pureau@yahoo . com> 

Subj : english  only  may  spread 

Mailing  List:  Our  Red  Earth  <OurRedEarth@egroups . com> 

Indianz.Com.  In  Print. 

http : //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignal s/Head lines/ showfull . asp? ID=edu/ 11202000 -3 

English-only  may  spread 
NOVEMBER  20,  2000 

Opponents  of  bilingual  education  in  Arizona  hope  their  Election  Day 
success  will  inspire  similar  efforts  in  states  like  Colorado  and  Texas. 

Voters  in  Arizona  approved  replacting  bilingual  education  with  a 
one-year  English  immersion  program.  Tribal  leaders  opposed  the  measure 
even  though  its  proponents  said  it  was  only  meant  for  Spanish-speaking 
students . 

Get  the  Story: 

Arizona  win  encourages  bilingual-ed  opponents  (The  Arizona  Republic  11/20) 
You  may  have  to  register  to  view  Arizona  Republic  stories. 

If  you  do  not  want  to  sign  up,  use  the  username  IndianzCom  and 

password  indianz.com  (all  in  lowercase,  include  the  ".")  to  view  the  site. 

Related  Stories: 

Bilingual  education  voted  down  (Indian  U.  11/08) 

English-only  protested  (Indian  U.  10/16) 

Group  says  Indian  children  are  'prisoners'  (Indian  U. 10/13) 

Copyright  c.  Indianz.Com  2000. 


Paul  Pureau 

to  subscribe  to  ndn-aim  send  a blank  mail  to:  ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups.com 
ndn-aim  is  now  archived  on  line  at  Http://www. escribe.com/life/ndn-aim/ 
Thank  you  for  your  participation  at  Our  Red  Earth. 

"RE;  Native  American  Music  Awards  Dazzle"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Nov  2000  06:00:55  PST 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="Nammy  Awards" 

Monday,  November  13,  2000 
Music  Awards  Dazzle 
By  Tracy  Dingmann 
Journal  Staff  Writer 

A dazzling  breadth  of  musical  talent  was  on  display  at  Saturday's 
Native  American  Music  Awards,  with  performances  that  included  folk, 
rock,  swing,  blues,  country,  techno  dance  pop,  rap.  New  Age  and 
traditional  Native  music  and  instrumentals. 

Many  of  the  world's  top  Native  American  singers  and  musicians  were 
at  the  University  of  New  Mexico's  Popejoy  Hall  to  receive  awards  or 
perform. 

The  third  annual  awards  were  hosted  by  actor  Rodney  E.  Grant,  a 


former  resident  of  New  Mexico  who  made  his  name  as  "Wind  in  His  Hair"  in 
the  epic  movie  "Dances  with  Wolves." 

Winners  included  John  Trudell  as  artist  of  the  year  for  "Blue 
Indians";  Dudy  Trejo  won  best  historical  recording  for  "Stick  Game  Songs 
of  the  Paiute";  Mary  L.D.  Wilson  and  Francis  Cree  won  best  spoken  word 
recording  for  "The  Elders  Speak";  Robert  "Tree"  Cody,  Tony  Redhouse  and 
Ruben  Romero  won  best  Latin  recording  honors  for  "Native  Flamenco"; 

Robert  Mirabal  was  songwriter  of  the  year  for  "Taos  Tales";  Red  Earth 
was  debut  artist  or  group  of  the  year  for  "When  Worlds  Collide"; 

Indigenous  won  group  of  the  year  and  best  blues  recording  for  "Live  at 
Pachyderm  Studio  1998";  Doanne  Shenandoah  won  best  music  video  for 
"Warrior  in  Two  Worlds";  The  Black  Lodge  Singers  was  the  drum  group  of 
the  year  for  "Tribute  to  the  Elders";  The  Thunder  Bird  Sisters  was  best 
country/folk  artist  for  "Still  Singin";  Mary  Youngblood  was  best  female 
artist;  Andrew  Vasquez  the  best  male  artist;  and  Litefoot  won  best  hip 
hop/rap  recording  for  "Rez  Affiliated." 

The  late  jazz  saxophonist  and  jazz/rock  fusion  pioneer  Dim  Pepper 
was  inducted  into  the  Hall  of  Fame,  and  singer  Rita  Coolidge  received  a 
lifetime  achievement  award. 

Performances  throughout  the  ceremony  demonstrated  the  depth  of  the 
pool  of  Native  American  musical  talent. 

Early  in  the  evening,  the  serene  folk  singer  Doanne  Shenandoah  and 
traditional  flutist  Mary  Youngblood  mesmerized  the  audience  with  a 
gentle  lullaby.  Later,  New  Age  flutist  Robert  Mirabal  and  a fierce 
tableau  of  dancers  transformed  the  stage  into  a seething  hive  of  motion. 

Bandleader  Frederick  Whiteface  and  his  big  swing  band  got  the  crowd 
"In  The  Mood,"  while  later,  the  group  Medicine  Dream  mixed  rock  with 
traditional  chants. 

Sultry  singer  Dana  writhed  across  the  stage  to  a techno  beat, 
followed  by  hip-hop  artist  Litefoot  and  a sonic  assault  of  beats  and 
raps . 

But  the  crowd  favorite  was  Indigenous,  which  performed  two 
blues-soaked  songs  late  in  the  ceremony.  The  critically  acclaimed  group 
is  made  up  of  four  siblings  from  the  Nakota  Nation  and  fronted  by 
virtuoso  guitarist  Mato  Nanji. 

Non-Natives  on  hand  to  present  awards  included  singer/songwriter 
Dennifer  Warnes,  Dohn  Densmore  of  The  Doors  and  Mickey  Hart  of  the 
Grateful  Dead. 

Though  dedicated  to  music,  the  awards  ceremony  expanded  to 
accommodate  Native  Americans  noteworthy  for  other  achievements. 

A graceful  tribute  to  Navajo  codetalkers  in  honor  of  Veterans  Day 
brought  many  in  the  room  to  tears.  Three  codetalkers,  including  the 
president  of  the  Navajo  Codetalkers  Association,  spoke  briefly  about 
their  service  and  accepted  a living  legend  award. 

Golfer  Notah  Begay  III,  a Navajo/pueblo  Indian  who  lives  in 
Albuquerque,  gave  a brief  speech  and  accepted  the  Dim  Thorpe  Sports 
Award . 

Copyright  c.  1997  - 2000  Albuquerque  Dournal 

Call  the  Dournal:  505-823-3800  | Place  an  ad:  505-823-4444 

"RE : A NAMMY  In  The  Grammies"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Nov  2000  06:00:55  PST 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Subj : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="Nammy  Grammy" 

A "NAMMY"  In  The  Grammies: 

Grammies  Announce  the  Establishment  of  a Native  American  Music  Category 
We,  NAMA,  are  ecstatic  and  elated  regarding  the  recent  announcement  of  a 
newly  established  Native  American  music  category  in  the  Grammies.  This 
calls  for  a time  for  the  entire  Native  American  community  to  participate 
in  a unified  celebration  surrounding  this  momentous  development. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  of  those  who  directly  and  indirectly  contributed  to 


our  official  category  proposal  and  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  many 
organizations  and  individuals  who  over  the  years  have  contributed  to  the 
mainstream  growth  and  acceptance  of  Native  American  music  in  the  national 
marketplace. 

We  are  extremely  grateful  and  indebted  to  Michael  Greene,  Diane  Theriot 
and  all  those  at  N.A.R.A.S.  (National  Academy  of  Recording  Arts  & 

Sciences)  for  inviting  us  into  this  process  and  making  this  category 
possible  through  their  organization.  Ms.  Theriot's  public  comments  in  the 
&#8220; excellent,  and  well-documented&#8221;  were  gracious,  encouraging  and 
appreciated.  This  is  the  music  industry's  highest  endorsement  which  lends 
even  greater  credibility  to  our  international  efforts.  The  world  renown 
Grammy  Awards  are  now  truly  honoring  all  of  the  diverse  cultural 
conditions  of  music  and  its  makers. 

We  especially  would  like  to  thank;  Jennifer  Warnes,  Paul  Winter,  John 
Schonenberger  of  Album  Network,  Amazon.com  Makoche  Recordings,  Cat 
Brotzman  of  Four  Winds  Trading,  James  Marienthal  of  Silver  Wave  Records, 
Robert  Doyle  and  Canyon  Records  for  their  supporting  documentation.  We 
wish  to  thank;  Robbie  Woliver  of  the  NY  Times,  Steve  Hochman  of  the  LA 
Times,  Jim  Adams  of  the  Wall  Street  Journal  and  Indian  Country  Today,  Kim 
Hall  of  News  From  Indian  Country,  Native  Peoples  Magazine,  ASCAP, 

Gathering  of  Nations,  Alecia  Cohen  of  Rhythm  Music  Magazine,  Yahoo  Music 
Shopping,  American  Indian  Report,  Robbie  Robertson,  Charles  Sanders  of  the 
National  Music  Publishers  Association  and  our  entire  membership. 

Most  of  all  we  would  like  to  thank  the  many  artists  who  have  shared  their 
traditions  and  gift  of  music  with  us  all.  We  look  forward  to  their  now 
receiving  proper  recognition  in  a global  society.  We  dedicate  this 
achievement  to  all  those  before  us  and  the  future  generations  to  come. 
Spread  the  word  - Thank  the  Creator  - And  honor  each  other  for  this  is  a 
great  accomplishment  we  have  not  only  witnessed,  but  all  helped  make 
happen . 

NAMA  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
Ellen  Bello,  President 
Linda  White  Wolf,  V.P. 

Joanne  Shenandoah,  V.P. 

Dalaine  Whiteface  Bloom,  Sec. 

Joseph  Bello,  Treas. 

Sandra  Schulman 
Michelle  Shenandoah 
Meloni  Mathews 
Kim  Hall 
Kevin  Peniska 
Richard  Artichoker 

"The  Indian  is  artistic  by  nature.  His  art  is  not  only  a luxury  of  the 
cultured  few,  but  the  unconscious  striving  of  the  many  to  make  beautiful 
the  things  of  daily  living.  Indian  thought  presents  material  absolutely 
unique.  Here,  we  may  look  into  the  mind  of  a race  utterly  unlike  any 
other  in  the  world.  Indeed,  perhaps  the  most  ancient  of  peoples  and  their 
spiritual  conceptions  should  be  of  interest  and  value  to  the  whole  human 
race . " 

Natalie  Curtis,  Musicologist  1875-1921 
Special  Thanks  To  Our  Sponsors: 

Digital  Endeavors  Popejoy  Hall  Tickets.com  NativeRadio 
...the  supreme  law  of  the  land  is  the  Great  Spirit's,  not  Man's  law. 
Thomas  Banyacya,  Hopi 
Native  American  Music  Awards,  Inc. 

511  Avenue  of  the  Americas  Suite  371 

New  York,  NY  10011 

(212)  228-8300 

(212)  228-8495 

nammys@aol . com 

Copyright  c.  2000  Native  American  Music  Awards 
"RE : Ben  Mama  Powwow  Calendars"  


Date:  Thu,  16  Nov  2000  13:02:54  -0800 


From:  "Linda  K.  Mama"  <benmarra@halcyon . com> 

Subj : POWWOW  calendars  as  a fund  raising  opportunity... 


Gary, 

Can  you  possibly  post  this  message  to  your  list? 

Sincerely, 

Linda  K.  Peterson 
+++++++++++++++++ 

Greetings ! 

You  may  want  to  be  aware  of  Ben  Mama  Studios'  beautiful  2001  powwow 
calendar  which  is  used  as  a fund  raising  opportunity  for  American  Indian 
groups  this  time  of  year.  Wholesale  pricing  is  offered  to  such  groups, 
as  well  as  the  tribes  themselves.  The  calendar,  POWWOW. . .Portraits  of 
Native  Americans,  by  Ben  Mama,  is  extremely  popular  as  a desired 
Christmas  gift  and  collectors'  item. 

You  may  view  it  at  Ben  Mama  Studios  - http://www.benmarra.com 

Photographer  Ben  Mama  has  spent  twelve  years  documenting  the 
contemporary  Native  American  Powwow  and  the  colorful  regalia  worn  by 
tribal  members.  His  photographs  portray  the  authentic  pride  and 
spirituality  of  today's  Native  Americans.  Mama's  work  has  been 
featured  in  numerous  galleries  and  national  magazines,  and  is  published 
by  Harry  Abrams,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Avalanche  Publishing  and 
others . 

Marra  is  dedicated  to  using  his  photographs  to  strengthen  and  perpetuate 
an  appreciation  for  Native  American  culture.  The  POWWOW  calendar 
features  personal  text  written  by  the  dancers  as  well  as  the  stunning, 
colorful  photographs. 

If  interested  in  this  timely  fund  raising  opportunity  for  Christmas,  or, 
for  ordering  cases  of  calendars  wholesale,  please  call  Linda  at: 
1-800-624-1940  for  details.  We  are  almost  out  of  stock  for  2001.  The 
final  day  for  placing  calendar  orders  is  November  30,  2000. 

Thank  you ! 


"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  19  November  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy.org) 
Subj:  Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  15:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com> 

Subj:  new  pow  wow  listing 

o'  si  yo  gary 

please  add  this  to  your  pow  wow  listing. 

Native  Solutions  presents  3rd  Annaul  Intertribal  Powwow  April  27-29,  2001 
times-  Fri  9-2,  students  day. 

Fri  5-10,  dancing  & storytelling. 

Sat  10-10,  grand  entry  11:00. 

Sun, 10-5,  grand  entry  12:00. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Al...  exit  185  off  1-20 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
Admission  $5  - adults 

FREE  - seniors  55  and  up  & children  under  10 
Host  Drum  - Grey  Wolf  Singers,  Choctaw,  Philadelphia,  Ms 
Headman  - Don  Redbear 
Headlady  - Donna  Dulaney 
MC  - Gary  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Buck  Tucker 
Special  Flute  Performance  by  Larry  Campbell 
Learn  about  early  iron  forging  from  Dohn  Williams 


See  a primitive  encampment  with  period  items  such  as  clothing,  tools  & 
weapons  presented  by  Grey  Squirrel  Lodge. 

See  demonstrations  on  beadwork  and  dreamcatchers . 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcome 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed,  Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 
For  more  information  call  Tony  at  256-835-0110  or 

email  sundancer0@hotmail.com  or  call  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  256-820-6315. 
Vendors  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis 

or  emial  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com  or  lamehawk@yahoo.com. 

Thank  you  for  including  this  on  your  listing, 
ravenspiritwalker 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
ISSN:  0300-6565 

American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Fleritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

NOVEMBER  2000 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Native  American  Health  Coalition  Powwow.  Bartle 
Hall,  Kansas  City,  MO.  Info:  (816)  333-7500. 

24-26  34th  Annual  LIHA  Powwow.  Hidden  Oaks  Camground,  Robet,  LA. 
Info:  (504)  464-6893. 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 

(253) -596-1139 . 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3ANUARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 
Gym,  Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 

23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy.(58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 


@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 
oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 
http: //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217; s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring.com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/n at i venation sin c/ind ex. html 
3UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / July  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


OKIT  pow-wow  events 

Please  note:  Pow-wows  have  the  possibility  of  changing.  Please  call 
to  confirm.  No  alcoholic  beverages  of  any  kind  allowed  at  Pow-wows. 

Is  your  pow-wow  not  listed  here?  Call  the  us  right  away  918-438-6548 
to  get  in  the  next  issue!  You  can  also  fax  us  at  918-438-6545.  You 
can  also  email  us  at  editor@okit.com 

To  get  more  than  just  the  who,  what,  where  and  when  listed  call  our 
advertising  department  today  at  1-918-438-6548.  Affordable  rate  to 
fit  just  about  any  budget. 

November 

24-25  3rd  Annual  Prairie  Winds  First  Nations  Pow-wow  at  the  Historic 
Bartle  Hall  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  $30,000  in  Prize  Money.  For  more 
information  contact  Shirley  Hoskins  816-333-7500  or  fax  at 
816-333-7880,  or  call  Beverly  Fabela  at  816-936-4869. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Times  Online  is  c.  Copyright  1999-2000  Oklahoma 
Indian  Times,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
e-mail : powwows@andersons-web . com 

write  us  at: 

Anderson ' s 


11372  Timber  Lane 
Brooksville,  Florida  34601 

Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


November  24  - 25,  2000:  Thanksgiving  Celebration  at  the  Gila  River  Indian 
Community  Center  in  Sacaton  Ariazona.  For  information  call  602-963-3891. 
November  24  - 26,  2000:  Chicora-Waccamaw  Indian  Pow  Wow  Loris,  SC.  For 
Information  call  803-248-6790  or  803-379-8219. 

November  25,  2000:  Catawba  Indian  Heritage  Day  on  the  Catawba  Reservation, 
Rock  Hill,  SC.  No  contact  number  given  for  this  one. 

December  8 - 10,  2000:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  and  Pow  Wow  at  the  Army 
National  Guard  Armory  in  Newport,  TN.  For  more  information  e-mail: 
joshhayesl@hotmail.com  or  vgc@ornl.gov  or  call  423-475-7483. 

February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 

Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 

For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Hoy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 
North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 


Date:  Wed,  01  Nov  2000  19:31:21  CST 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Subj : Late  Fall  & Winter  Events 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  FESTIVALS  & OTHER  EVENTS  OF  INTEREST 
( November/December,  2000) 

ABBREVIATIONS:  HM  - Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host 
Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern  Drum,  HV  - Head  Veteran,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor 
Guard,  HS  - Head  Singer,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand 
Entry,  GS  - Gourd  Dance  Society. 

Nov.  24-26:  Annual  Chicora-Waccamaw  American  Indian  Arts  Festival,  at  the 
Horry  County  Fairgrounds,  Loris,  SC.  MC:  Dohn  Blackfeather;  HD:  Eastern 
Bull;  HM:  Douglas  Logan;  HL:  Phillis  Campbell;  ST:  Ramona  Moore.  Info:  The 
Chicora-Waccamaw  Tribal  Office  (843)  248-6790  or  (843)  397-8219. 

Nov.  25:  Catawba  Nation  Cultural  Preservation  Project  Yep  Ya  Iswa  Festival, 
in  Rock  Hill,  SC.  Come  celebrate  the  Day  of  the  Catawba,  from  10:00am  until 
4:00pm.  Info:  The  Catawba  Indian  Nation,  1536  Tom  Steven  Road,  Rock  Hill,  SC 
29730  or  (803)  328-2427. 

Nov.  23-24:  Thanksgiving  Day  Pow  Wow,  on  the  Poarch  Creek  Tribal  Grounds, 
5811  Dack  Springs  Road,  near  Atmore,  AL.  Hours:  9:00am  - 5:00pm  each  day. 
Info:  Poarch  Creek  Tribal  Office  (334)  368-9136. 

Dec.  8-10:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Army  National  Guard 
Armory,  Newport,  TN.  There  will  be  over  30  Craft  & Dance  workshops,  along 
with  Intertribal  Dancing.  HD:  Gunslingers.  There  will  be  camping  onsite  or 
sleeping  indoors.  There  is  only  room  for  3 indoor  craft  vendors.  Info:  Tim 
Deane  (865)  932-0908. 

Dec.  10:  Countdown  to  Clemency/Walk  for  Truth  & Reconciliation,  from  Union 
Square  in  New  York  City  to  Dag  Hammarskjold  Plaza  at  the  United  Nations. 

This  is  an  emergency  effort  to  bring  about  the  release  of  Leonard  Peltier, 
America's  best-known  political  POW  of  the  US  Government's  20th  Century 
Indian  Wars.  The  event  will  take  place  on  Human  Rights  Day,  and  is  planned 
to  be  a positive  & unified  message  of  support  for  Peltier's  freedom,  and  an 


attempt  to  shed  the  light  of  truth  & reconciliation  on  all  Indigenous 
Peoples.  This  will  be  a peaceful  event.  No  weopons,  alcohol  or  drugs  are 
permitted.  Supporters  will  gather  at  12:00  noon  at  Union  Square  and  march  to 
the  U.N.,  where  a candlelight  vigil  and  a program  of  speakers,  cultural 
activities,  and  traditional  music  will  be  presented  from  2pm-4pm.  The  walk 
will  be  led  by  members  of  Leonard's  family  and  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Nation. 
For  more  information,  call  the  New  York  City  Hotline:  (212)  539-6027;  or  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee:  (785)  842-5774.  You  can  also  call  the 
White  House  Comments  Line  to  demand  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier:  (202) 
456-1111. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Nov  2000  14:32:26  -0600 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl .edu> 

Subj : Contemporary  Indian  Artists  + No  Reservations  + 

A Feast  of  Music  on  Earthsongs 

1)  No  Reservations  on  Different  Drums 

2)  California  Contemporary  Indian  Artists 

3)  A Feast  of  Music  on  Earthsongs 

1)  No  Reservations  on  Different  Drums 

This  week  on  Different  Drums,  an  artist  feature  spotlighting  Canadian 
aboriginal  band  No  Reservations.  Their  first  CD  was  nominated  for  Canada's 
luno  Award  for  Best  Aboriginal  Recording  in  1998  and  in  1999  their  second 
release  was  nominated  for  a Canadian  Aboriginal  Music  Award. 

No  Reservations  has  opened  for  Buffy  Sainte-Marie,  Freddy  Fender  and 
April  Wine,  as  well  as  sharing  their  music  at  festivals  in  many  regions  of 
Canada  and  the  U.S. 

Combining  the  creativity  and  musical  excellence  of  four  talented 
singer/songwriters,  their  songs  carry  a broad  appeal,  encompassing  elements 
of  folk,  rock,  and  poetry,  while  constantly  expressing  the  values  and 
spirituality  of  their  traditional  Native  heritage. 

Tricia  will  also  be  giving  away  a couple  free  copies  of  their  first  CD  on 
the  show. 

To  listen  to  the  program  ...  just  go  to  http://airos.org/audio.html  and 
click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS  Programming  Online" 

(All  times  are  ET) 

Tuesday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Wednesday:  4am 

Veterans  Day  Nov  11th  - Saturday:  5pm 
Sunday:  6am,  5pm 
Monday:  6am 

or  Listen  to  Different  Drums  on  KNBA  with  Windows  Media 
Tuesdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  5pm-6pm  AK  Time 
Visit  the  Different  Drums  website,  at 

http://www.differentdrums.com/thisweek.html  for  links  to  more  information. 

2)  California  Contemporary  Indian  Artists 

California  Indian  artists  have  created  their  own  place  in  the  world  of  art. 
As  distinctly  different  from  the  popular  Santa  Fe  school  of  Indian  art  as 
it  is  from  the  mainstream,  it's  Indian  Art,  California  style. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 


Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

for  more  information  on  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project  go  to 
www. flic kerf eat her .org 

3)  A Feast  of  Music  on  Earthsongs 

This  week  on  Earthsongs:  Modern  Music  From  Native  America  --  host  Gregg 
McVicar  will  serve-up  a nutritious  platter  of  music  from  artists  like 
Spirit  Nation,  Annie  Humphrey,  The  Band,  Tchiya  Amet,  Andrew  Vasquez  --  and 
whatever  else  fits.  Gregg  promises  this  will  be  "music  for  pulling-off  your 
boots,  kicking  back  and  taking  a couple  days  off." 

For  more  information  go  to  www.earthsongs.net 

Listen  online  (All  times  ET)  at  either  earthsongs.net  or  airos.org 

Thursday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 

Friday:  4am 

Saturday:  4pm 

Sunday:  5am,  4pm 

Monday:  5am 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KNBA.ORG  with  Windows  Media 
Thursdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  Noon-lpm  AK  Time 
or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  on  KPFA.ORG  in  RealAudio 
Thursdays:  7pm-8pm  PT 

or  Listen  to  Earthsongs  in  QuickTime  or  RealMediaon  W03B.ORG 
Saturdays:  noon-lpm  MT 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

The  Return  of  Navajo  Boy... Coming  to  PBS  on  November  13th  2000. . .contact 
your  local  PBS  station  to  find  out  broadcast  times 
http://www.pbs.org/stationfinder/  or  watch  clips  of  the  program  at 
http : //www. nativetelecom . org 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe.  To  unsubscribe  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with  the 
subject  heading  unsubscribe 


--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Dreamwalker, 

Chris  Milda,  Kola  Headquarters,  3ohn  D Berry,  Lona,  Martha  Ture,  Gary  Smith, 
Paul  Pureau,  Robert  Dorman,  Carol  Snyder  Halberstadt,  Brigitte  Thimiakis, 
3anet  Smith,  Mike  Wicks,  Blonde  Bobcat,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 
Debbie  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  lohnnie  Rustywire,  Eric  Martin,  Linda  Marra 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Wed  Nov  29  05:53:13  2000 

Date:  29  Nov  2000  00:37:04  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.049 
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/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Flo-chunk  big  bears  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Cheyenne  moon  when  wolves  run  together 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz  elist,  KOLA  News  List, 
Triballaw  and  Taino-L  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup:  soc. culture. native; 

UUCP  email; 

http: //www.csmonitor . com/du r able/2000/ 11/08/text/ pi s2. html 

http: //www. Washington post . com/wpdyn/articles/A41200-2000Oct30. html 

http://www.boulderweekly.com/archive/030900/coverstory.html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy . org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"The  Yellowstone  herd  are  the  survivors  of  the  massacre  of  the  Bison 
in  the  1800's.  They're  being  massacred  again.  I am  a survivor  of 
massacres  in  the  1800's.  There  is  an  unbreakable  spiritual  link 
between  the  Bison  and  the  Lakota  People.  What  does  this  foreshadow 
for  The  People?" 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Lakota 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 

j [ iance  was  first  presented 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | on  2 December  '93  during  the 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | opening  address  of  the  Nat- 


of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  ..  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Journey 
The  Bloodline 

For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 

We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 

For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 

We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 

We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 

We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 

We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 

For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 

We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

Treaty  Unity  Riders 


ional  Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Date:  Mon,  27  Nov  2000  05:33:20  -0500 
From:  LPDC  <lpdc(3idir . net> 

Sub j : URGENT  PELTIER  UPDATE!!!! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Dear  Friends, 

As  you  know,  the  FBI  Agents  Association  and  the  Society  of  Former  FBI 
Agents  have  organized  a telephone  campaign  to  the  White  House  in  an 
attempt  to  discourage  a grant  of  executive  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier. 
Combined,  the  two  organizations  have  membership  in  the  tens  of  thousands. 
They  have  purchased  a toll  free  number  for  their  membership  to  utilize 
when  calling  the  White  House. 

Clearly  their  financial  resources  far  outweigh  our  own.  However,  it  is 
critical  that  we  do  not  allow  the  FBI  to  drown  us  out.  Therefore,  we  have 
also  purchased  a toll  free  number  for  Leonard  Peltier  supporters,  who  are 
unable  to  afford  the  long  distance  calls,  to  use.  That  number  is:  1-877- 
561-1364.  The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  will  be  paying  by  the 
minute  for  all  toll  free  calls,  a cost  that  will  be  extremely  exorbitant. 
Calling  the  regular  White  House  number  (202-456-1111)  on  a daily  basis 
averages  about  $2.00  -$5.00  a week  per  person.  If  you  cannot  afford  this 
amount,  or  if  you  or  people  you  know  do  not  have  access  to  long  distance 


calling,  please  utilize  our  toll  free  number.  If  you  can  afford  the  $2. 
00-$5.00  a week,  please  do  not  use  the  toll  free  number.  Don't  be 
discouraged  by  the  FBI's  campaign.  We  still  outnumber  them  by  far,  and  if 
everyone  does  their  part,  we  can  win. 

Many  of  you  have  asked  why  we  do  not  make  the  FBI's  toll  free  number 
available  for  Peltier  supporters.  Our  lawyers  have  warned  that  doing  so 
could  result  in  disputes  with  the  FBI,  legal  or  otherwise,  which  we  need 
to  avoid. 

Because  of  the  drawn  out  presidential  election,  it  has  become  more 
difficult  to  predict  when  a decision  on  Leonard's  clemency  will  be  made. 
After  the  Thanksgiving  weekend  concludes,  please  continue  flooding  the 
White  Flouse  with  daily  calls  (the  lines  are  open  M-F  from  9-5am  Eastern 
time,  closed  on  holidays).  Your  calls  count  now  more  than  ever.  To 
refute  the  FBI's  message,  it  is  important  that  we  stress  to  operators  the 
following:  We  suppo  rt  clemency  because  Leonard  Peltier  never  received  a 
fair  trial,  and  the  US  Prosecutor  has  since  admitted  several  times  that  he 
does  not  know  who  killed  the  agents.  Literally  no  evidence  of  his  guilt 
exists,  and  yet  he  has  served  over  24  years  in  prison.  Ending  this 
injustice  would  be  an  honorable  step  toward  reconciliation  with  Indigenous 
Peoples  across  the  United  States. 

Please  keep  up  the  good  work,  and  continue  to  let  us  know  about  any 
revealing  comments  made  by  White  House  operators.  We  can  do  this! 

Thank  you! 

In  Solidarity, 

The  LPDC 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  Walk  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching. 

DO  NOT  let  these  vermin  slip  out  the  courthouse  door.  KEEP  the  light 
of  public  indignation  on  them. 

The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  Janice  Barker. 

Her  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Goverment  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 

St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 

The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/steviethompson . html 


The  winds  of  change  are  blowing  across  all  of  Turtle  Island. 

Tribes  in  Washington  State  were  a major  reason  Slade  Gorton  lost  his  bid 
for  re-election  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  First  Nations  in 
British  Columbia  mounted  a successful  campaign  against  the  Alliance  Party. 

These  are  skirmishes.  A victory  is  always  good,  but  this  is  a time 
for  vigilance,  not  celebration. 


The  Florida  Secretary  of  State  just  certified  George  Bush  the  winner  of 
those  crucial  25  electoral  votes,  assuring  him  the  necessary  270  electoral 


votes  for  Pnesidnet.  While  this  decision  is  being  challanged,  it  is  not 
too  soon  to  make  some  statements  critical  to  Indian  Country. 

Senate  majority  leader  Trent  Lott  called  for  early  hearings  on  Bush 
appointees,  saying  "it  is  critical  that  we  move  expeditiously  and  be 
prepared  to  confirm  the  new  Cabinet  on  Dan.  20,"  making  it  even  more 
critical  that  Native  peoples  ensure  their  voices  are  heard  now. 

Tops  on  the  list  for  Secretary  of  Interior  in  George  W's  administration 
is  none  other  than  Slade  Gorton  who  has  demonstrated  an  intolerance  toward 
Native  Peoples,  a callous  disregard  for  treaties,  and  moral  derelection 
where  the  salmon  are  concerned.  Second  on  the  list  is  Marc  Racicot, 
Governor  of  Montana  during  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock's  wanton 
massacre  of  the  Yellowstone  buffalo  herd  - in  the  face  of  protests  by  the 
very  Department  of  Interior  he  hopes  to  run. 

Write  or  call  the  congressional  representatives  for  your  district  now, 
and  every  single  day  until  a Secretary  of  Interior  is  nominated  and 
approved;  and  let  them  know  neither  Gorton  or  Racicot  is  acceptible  for 
this  Cabinet  post.  Trust  this...  Indian  Country  will  enter  a very  dark 
age  of  intolerance  if  either  of  these  sits  in  the  chair  that  oversees  the 


In  Mexico  Zedillo  has  been  unseated  as  President  by  Vicente  Fox.  It 
remeains  to  be  seen  how  he  will  treat  the  Chiapas  Maya.  We  do  know  he  is 
very  much  in  favor  of  NAFTA,  and  NAFTA  specifically  denounces  the  very 
communal  farming  that  is  practiced  by  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Chiapas. 
NEVER  forget  the  Acteal  massacre  that  was  the  direct  result  of  the  Mexican 
governments'  failure  to  force  a change  of  lifestyle  on  these  Peoples. 

Winds  of  change  are  blowing.  Test  them  very  carefully,  and  react  as  the 
warrior  nations  we  are  when  they  blow  ill. 

I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 


Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 
From  Mike  Wicks: 

Any  help  would  be  a blessing  to  those  at  Camp  Justice,  and  Pine  Ridge. 

Camp  Justice 
c/o  Tom  Poor  Bear 
P.0.  Box  823 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

Helping  People  in  need  on  many  reservations : 

Night  Walker  Enterprises,  Inc. 

148  West  Oak  Street  Unit  C 
Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  80524 
TEL:  970  482  7797 

To  help  send  winter  clothing,  blankets  and  space  heaters  to  residents 
of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

Dowel  "Whitey"  Smith  and  Larry  Gambill 
Double  S Recycling 
1420  S.  Main  St. 

Madisonville,  KY  42431-3343 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 


The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

--  email  to  gars@speakeasy . org 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande . net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf . lonestar .org 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Donations  Sought 
to  Help  Pine  Ridge 

- Indians  Make 
Election  Day  Strides 

- Chile  Attacks  Mapuche  Town 

- Reservation  Life  Driving  Guarani 
to  Suicide 

- Blackfeet  Tradition 
May  Soon  Die 

- Innu  Youth  Updates 

- Ontario  Blocked 

the  Ipperwash  Inquiry 

- Tribes  Fight 

to  Win  Vast  Public  Lands  Back 

- Inuit  Tribe: 

World  is  Getting  Warmer 

- A Difference  of  Opinion 


- Indian  Rights  vs. 

a National  Sanctuary 

- News:  Absaroka,  Paiute, 
Passamaquoddy,  Penobscot 

- Cherokee  Nation  Marshals 
Arrest  Murder  Suspect 
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It's  getting  cold  in  South  Dakota.  Snow  has  fallen  there.  Soon  daily 
high  temperatures  won't  climb  out  of  the  20s,  and  the  relentless  wind 
that  sweeps  across  the  high  plains  will  drop  wind  chill  readings  toward 
zero. 

That  worries  two  Madisonville  men  who  have  launched  a drive  to  provide 
winter  clothing,  blankets  and  space  heaters  to  residents  of  the  Pine 
Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

Dowel  "Whitey"  Smith  and  Larry  Gambill  hope  to  take  a truckload  of 
clothing  by  mid-December  for  distribution  among  the  reservation's  20,000 
residents . 

The  effort  is  a personal  one,  which  grew  out  of  a chance  meeting 
between  Smith  and  an  Oglala  Sioux  medicine  man  a decade  ago. 

Smith,  who  is  collecting  clothing  and  heater  donations  at  his  business. 
Double  S Recycling  at  1420  S.  Main  St.,  Madisonville,  met  Charles  Chipps 
at  a crossroads  store  while  he  and  his  family  were  touring  the  Badlands 
during  a vacation. 

Chipps  invited  Smith  to  his  home  that  evening.  Smith  went,  and  the  two 
have  maintained  contact  since  then.  While  talking  with  Chipps  by 
telephone  this  fall.  Smith  said  conversation  turned  to  the  weather,  and 
Chipps  identified  warm  clothing  and  heaters  as  among  the  principal  needs 
of  residents  on  the  2 million-acre  reservation  in  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  state. 

The  region  is  sparsely  populated  with  few  available  jobs.  The  residents 
are  among  the  poorest  in  the  nation.  President  Clinton  visited  there  in 
Dune  1999  to  call  attention  to  the  poverty  and  to  attempt  to  bolster 
investment  by  private  business. 

Smith  noted  that  up  to  85  percent  of  the  reservation's  residents  are 
unemployed,  and  the  median  income  there  is  $2,600  a year. 

Gambill,  an  employee  at  Madisonville  Community  College's  Mahr  Fine  Arts 
Center,  said  they  are  "driven  by  the  need  to  help  someone." 

"It's  amazingly  desolate  where  they  are,"  said  Gambill,  who  previously 
lived  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma.  "These  people  are  living  in  houses  and  old 
trailers  with  no  utilities.  Their  life  span  is  20  years  less  than  the 
average  American's." 

The  region  has  neither  industry  nor  natural  resources  to  provide  jobs, 
he  said.  "They  don't  have  30-foot  seams  of  coal.  They  don't  have  the 
luxury  of  being  near  any  source  of  population  that  would  fuel  gambling 
(as  other  Indian  tribes  use  for  income),"  Gambill  said. 

In  addition  to  clothing  and  blankets,  he  also  suggested  donors  might 
consider  some  books  and  toys.  "They  won't  keep  them  warm,"  he  said, 

"but  they  might  take  their  minds  off  their  surroundings . " 

Smith  said  they  are  not  soliciting  contributions  of  money  because  they 
don't  want  to  keep  track  of  it.  The  effort  is  not  affiliated  with  any 
church  or  other  charity  and  donations  are  not  tax  deductible. 

"You're  looking  at  the  overhead,"  Smith  quipped  as  the  two  longtime 
friends  surveyed  boxes  of  clothing,  shoes  and  other  items  piling  up  at 
Smith's  recycling  center  earlier  this  week. 

"If  there  was  some  way  to  do  the  deed  and  not  be  known,  that'd  be 
cool,"  said  Smith,  adding  they  had  used  their  names  only  to  allow  people 
to  know  the  effort  was  legitimate. 

They  plan  to  collect  items  until  sometime  in  early  December,  then  rent 


a truck  to  deliver  them 
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Indians  Make  Election  Day  Strides 
By  THE  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
November  16,  2000 

Last  month,  as  the  voter  registration  deadline  in  Montana  drew  near,  a 
band  of  musicians  launched  a tour  of  the  state's  Indian  reservations  with 
one  goal  in  mind:  Election  Day.  "Make  me  happy,"  singer  Bonnie  Raitt 
challenged  concertgoers  on  the  Blackfeet  Reservation.  "Vote!" 

That  message  resounded  at  the  polls  as  an  unprecedented  six  American 
Indians  won  election  to  the  Legislature. 

In  Oklahoma,  the  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  sent  letters  to  tribal 
members  reminding  them  to  vote,  then  provided  vans  to  ferry  people  to  the 
polls.  The  result:  A Cherokee  was  elected  to  the  U.S.  House  in  the  tribe's 
congressional  district. 

And  if  Republican  Slade  Gorton  loses  his  hotly  contested  U.S.  Senate 
seat  in  Washington  state,  Indians  can  claim  some  of  the  credit. 

In  an  election  reminding  all  Americans  that  their  votes  really  can 
matter,  Indians  made  their  voices  heard  at  the  polls  in  what  some  are 
declaring  the  beginning  of  the  end  to  electoral  indifference  among  the 
nation's  first  inhabitants. 

"One  vote  does  make  a difference.  I think  we're  finding  that  out  now," 
said  Linwood  Tall  Bull,  a Northern  Cheyenne  who  saw  more  Indians  heading 
to  the  polls  this  year  on  the  Montana  reservation. 

"The  interest  of  the  people  has  really  changed,"  Tall  Bull  said. 

"They're  now  looking  at  the  national  level  and  the  state  level,  and  not 
just  tribal  elections." 

American  Indians  comprise  one  of  the  smallest  slices  of  the  U.S.  voting 
population  --  1.6  million  eligible  voters  of  206  million  nationwide.  Dust 
how  many  Indians  are  registered  to  vote  and  actually  do  vote  is  unknown; 
Indian  activists  and  voter  research  groups  say  it's  simply  too  tough  to 
track. 

Because  of  the  numbers,  the  Indian  electorate  has  been  largely 
overlooked  by  candidates  and,  in  turn,  U.S.  elections  have  been  ignored  by 
Indians,  who  are  more  likely  to  participate  in  tribal  elections. 

"Indians  are  still  trying  to  get  a place  at  the  political  table.  That  is 
what's  happening  now,"  said  Ron  Allen,  vice  president  of  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians  and  chairman  of  the  Damestown  S'Klallam  tribe 
in  Washington  state. 

The  attitude  began  changing  with  ballot-box  battles  over  issues  such  as 
Indian  casinos.  In  California,  for  example,  tribes  spent  more  than  $66 
million  fighting  for  a 1998  initiative  to  expand  reservation  gambling. 

When  courts  struck  down  the  measure,  the  tribes  raised  another  $20.7 
million  to  support  a proposition  passed  earlier  this  year  allowing  similar 
casino  pacts. 

This  year  there  were  other  rallying  cries. 

Indians  were  infuriated  by  a resolution  adopted  by  Washington  state 
Republicans  calling  for  the  dissolution  of  tribal  governments.  Although 
Gorton  didn't  support  the  measure,  he  was  targeted  by  Indians  for  defeat 
because  of  his  efforts  to  make  tribal  governments  subject  to  lawsuits  and 
restructure  the  federal  funding  system  for  tribes.  Indians  spent  $1 
million  in  their  bid  to  oust  Gorton. 

In  Utah,  tribes  joined  other  groups  in  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  defeat 
a measure  making  English  the  official  state  language,  while  Arizona  tribes 
banded  together  against  a proposition  dismantling  bilingual  education  in 
public  schools. 

The  bilingual  education  initiative  passed  statewide  but  was  defeated  in 


the  three  counties  encompassing  the  Navajo  Nation,  the  country's  largest 
Indian  nation.  Fearing  the  measure  could  eliminate  programs  meant  to 
preserve  tribal  languages,  Navajo  leaders  "made  that  a priority  and  urged 
every  eligible  voter  to  vote  against  Proposition  203,"  Navajo  education 
official  LeNora  Fulton  said. 

While  those  efforts  failed,  the  Indian  vote  spelled  success  in  Oklahoma 
and  Montana.  Democrat  Brad  Carson  won  election  to  the  U.S.  Flouse  in 
Oklahoma's  2nd  Congressional  District,  in  which  Indians  comprise  15 
percent  of  registered  voters.  An  enrolled  member  of  the  Cherokee  tribe, 
Carson  becomes  the  only  Democratic  congressional  member  from  Oklahoma  and 
joins  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  as  the  second  enrolled  tribal 
member  in  Congress. 

In  Montana,  six  of  seven  Indians  running  for  the  Legislature  were 
elected  following  an  intensive  get-out-the-vote  campaign  on  the  state's 
reservations.  Five  of  the  state's  seven  reservations  will  be  represented 
by  Indians. 

For  the  first  time,  the  state  Democratic  Party  hired  an  Indian 
coordinator  to  help  register  tribal  members  and  turn  out  the  vote,  while 
the  nonpartisan  group  Native  Action  sponsored  voter  registration  drives 
and  concerts  around  the  state. 

"This  is  a real  positive  thing  for  Indian  people,"  said  Democrat  Norma 
Bixby,  a Northern  Cheyenne  who  narrowly  defeated  an  incumbent  Republican 
legislator  in  the  district  that  includes  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Reservation 
and  part  of  the  Crow  Reservation. 

The  Indian  vote  in  Montana  also  provided  evidence  of  an  emerging 
Democratic  bloc:  Democratic  candidates  won  handily  in  counties  with  large 
Indian  populations. 

All  of  that,  Indians  hope,  will  mean  greater  influence  and  participation 
at  the  polls  in  the  future. 

"I  don't  think  Indians  have  seen  their  vote  as  important,  the  same  as 
many  people  throughout  America,"  said  Montana  state  Rep.  Carol  Duneau,  who 
ran  unopposed  for  her  seat  that  includes  the  Blackfeet  Reservation.  "But  I 
think  we're  getting  a good  lesson  on  how  important  one  vote  is." 
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Cowardly  and  Brutal  police  Attack  against  a Mapuche  community 
November  17th  2000 
"Injured  and  arrested" 

Today  at  9:00  a.m.,  unprovoked  and  unexpectedly,  a police  contingent  of 
about  400  men  caused  a serious  incident  involving  the  Mapuche  community  of 
Temucuicui,  Commune  of  Ercilla,  IX  Region  of  Chile.  Several  Mapuches  were 
arrested  and  wounded  as  a result  of  this  action. 

This  afternoon,  a delegation  from  the  community,  headed  by  chief  Lonko 
Duan  Catrillanca,  presented  the  details,  in  which  the  following  was 
registered : 

"At  9:00  a.m.  a strong  police  contingent  arrived,  breaking  into  the 
community  while  the  men  were  working  and  the  women  were  alone  at  home. 
Those  found  in  their  way  were  beaten  and  threatened  with  racist  taunts  "We 
are  going  to  violate  these  Indians"  ....  "We  are  going  to  kick  them  to  a 
pulp".  Shotguns  were  fired  indiscriminately. 

During  this  violent  action,  the  police  destroyed  two  houses,  belonging 
to  the  Queipul  families,  inhabited  by  elderly  men,  and  arrested  the 
comunero,  Fernando  Llanca,  who  was  badly  beaten.  Other  Mapuches  of  the 
sector  fled  towards  a neighbouring  community  whilst  some  women  hid 
themselves  in  the  local  school.  The  police  invaded  the  school,  terrified 
the  children,  and  injured  another  Mapuche  after  more  random  gunfire. 

The  result  of  this  brutal  police  action,  which  ended  at  noon,  left  six 


Mapuches  injured  by  pellets.  Fearing  arrest,  they  avoided  the  medical 
centre  and  may  suffer  serious  health  problems  as  a result  of  inadequate 
medical  care.  Two  injured  prisoners,  Mari  Huenchull=Eln  and  Fernando 
Llanca,  were  not  taken  to  hospital  but  transferred  to  the  military 
garrison  of  Angol. 

A profound  desperation  settled  heavily  on  the  Mapuche  as  they  could  only 
stand  by  and  watch  helplessly  when  the  police  attacked.  Forcibly  removed 
from  their  own  homes  they  were  beaten  and  threatened,  with  no  respect  or 
consideration  shown  towards  their  women  and  children.  Nobody  understands 
why  this  racist  action  occurred.  Since  the  Mapuche  were  in  talks  with  the 
government  and  the  deforestation  company  Mininco,  it  has  been  surmised 
that  this  brutal  action  was  instigated  by  Mininco,  in  order  to  bully  the 
Mapuches  into  accepting  the  deplorable  terms  laid  down  by  the  government 
backed  company. 

Even  so  the  Mapuches  do  not  understand  why  the  police  acted  like  this, 
openly  behaving  like  employees  of  Mininco,  and  with  police  quarters  which 
can  be  found  in  the  estates  of  the  forest  company.  Further,  the  company  is 
installing  electrical  wire  fencing  on  disputed  land  which  is  still  under 
litigation . 

The  indignation  of  the  Mapuches  is  mainly  caused  by  their 
dissatisfaction  with  the  Chilean  Government,  which  allows  these  kinds  of 
actions  by  disregarding  human  rights.  The  government  have  not  been  able  to 
offer  a solution  to  the  demand  for  territorial  rights  and  blatantly  make 
possible  these  abuses  on  the  part  of  a private  company  and  the  police 
officers.  Who  controls  the  police  of  these  zones,  the  government  or 
the  forest  company  ?? 

Because  of  this,  the  community  of  Temucuicui,  through  their  leaders  and 
authorities,  make  an  urgent  call  to  the  international  community  to 
intervene  in  this  conflict.  They  are  absolutely  helpless  with  no 
possibility  of  defending  their  rights. 

Our  conclusion  is  that  this  is  a new  kind  of  conflict  with  the  forest 
companies  when  the  Courts  of  Justice  routinely  locking  up  Mapuches  when 
they  demand  justice  regarding  their  territory.  The  police  constantly 
violate  all  human  rights  and  the  government  continues  to  be  an  accomplice 
in  the  violations  by  the  forest  companies. 

They  have  declared  a new  form  of  conflict.  There  is  no  law  being 
exercised  by  the  judicial  system  which  will  protect  the  Mapuche  people. 
NOTE:  PLEASE  USE  THIS  INFORMATION  TO  WRITE  TO  HUMANS  RIGHTS  ORGANISATIONS 
AND  THE  CHILEAN  GOVERNMENT. 

Berta  Belmar, 

Intendente  regional, 

Calle  Bulnes  590, 

Temuco,  Chile. 

Tel/Fax:  56-45-208208 

Ricardo  Lagos, 
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Santiago,  Chile. 
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Reservation  life  driving  Brazil's  Guarani  to  suicide 


LONDON  (Reuters)  - Being  forced  to  live  on  tiny  reservations  is  driving 
Brazil's  Guarani  Indians  to  suicide,  the  country's  largest  tribe  said 
Monday,  demanding  the  return  of  their  ancestral  lands  and  an  end  to  500 
years  of  persecution. 

Launching  the  Guaranis'  campaign,  London-based  rights  group  Survival 
International  warned  that  dozens  of  undiscovered  Indian  tribes  believed  to 
be  living  in  Brazil's  rain  forests  face  annihilation  unless  their  tribal 
lands  are  safeguarded. 

Statisticians  put  the  Guarani  suicide  rate  at  50  per  100,000  for  1999  -- 
14  times  the  Brazilian  average  and  higher  than  any  nation  in  the  world. 
Fourteen  Guarani  killed  themselves  over  the  past  year  alone. 

Of  some  5 million  tribal  Indians  living  in  Brazil  before  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  colonized  and  subjugated  them  in  the  16th  century,  numbers  have 
dwindled  to  just  350,000  today. 

Of  those,  only  28,000  Guarani  survive,  confined  mainly  to  small  pockets 
of  land  in  their  native  southwest.  Before  the  Europeans  arrived,  the 
Guarani  inhabited  vast  swathes  of  land  spanning  modern-day  Brazil  and 
Paraguay. 

"The  invasion  of  lands  continues  today,  has  led  them  to  the  edge  of 
great  despair  and  driven  their  children  as  young  as  9 to  kill  themselves," 
Survival  International's  director  general  Stephen  Corry  told  a news 
conference. 

"There  are  lots  of  uncontacted  peoples  still  in  Brazil,  the  situation 
there  is  still  genocidal  and  the  key  to  resolving  this  ...  is  Indian  land 
ownership  rights." 

16:39  11-20-00 
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Tribal  tradition  may  soon  die 
By  The  Associated  Press 

BROWNING  (AP)  - At  87,  George  Kicking  Woman  worries  that  he  may  no 
longer  be  able  to  bring  a blessing  upon  the  Blackfeet  Tribe. 

For  decades,  George  and  Molly  Kicking  Woman  cared  for  a Thunder  Pipe 
medicine  bundle,  praying  over  it  regularly  and  opening  it  in  an  elaborate 
ceremony  after  the  first  thunderstorm  each  spring. 

But  his  wife  of  nearly  six  decades  died  last  Duly,  leaving  Kicking  Woman 
as  the  only  person  in  the  Blackfeet  Tribe  who  knows  the  full  ceremony. 

"I'm  getting  old,"  Kicking  Woman  said.  "When  I forgot  a song,  my  old  lady 
would  start  it  for  me." 

"But  I'm  worried  about  this  spring,"  he  said.  "Who  will  start  these  songs 
for  me  if  I forget  them?" 

The  ceremony  is  important  for  the  well-being  of  the  tribe,  elders  believe. 

"I  feel  happy  when  the  pipe  is  unbundled  because  we're  ready  for  the 
new  year,"  Kicking  Woman  said.  "People  come  from  all  over  the  country  to 
witness  the  unbundling  of  the  pipe,  and  the  prayers  go  out  to  all  of 
them. " 

"I  know  there's  a power  that  goes  out  to  help  my  people,"  Kicking  Woman 
said . 

The  legend  of  the  Thunder  Pipe  is  that  two  Indians  walking  at  night  came 
across  a campfire  and  saw  people  dancing.  They  were  invited  into  a tepee, 
seated,  served  a berry  soup,  given  buffalo  robes  and  presented  with  the 
medicine  bundle,  which  would  ensure  a good  life  for  their  people. 

Kicking  Woman  believes  the  Thunder  Pipe,  passed  down  through  his  wife's 
family,  is  at  least  400  years  old.  The  pipe  has  a long  stem  that  is 


intricately  beaded  and  elaborately  decorated  with  feathers. 

"Each  stitch  represents  a prayer/'  said  Darnell  Rides  at  the  Door,  who 
was  adopted  into  the  Kicking  Woman  household. 

The  medicine  bundle  itself  contains  a score  of  smaller  figurines. 

"What's  in  the  bundle  represents  the  life  all  around  us/'  said  Rides  at 
the  Door.  "And  there's  a song  to  honor  each  of  the  figures  in  the  bundle." 

Molly  Kicking  Woman  would  unwrap  the  bundle,  unveiling  each  figurine  in 
turn . 

George  Kicking  Woman  would  sing  the  appropriate  song. 

And  young  men  would  dance  with  the  contents  of  the  bundle,  making 
promises  to  their  Creator  in  return  for  good  health  for  those  around  them. 

"When  you  keep  your  promise,  good  things  come  back  to  you,"  said  Rides 
at  the  Door.  "This  bundle  has  cured  people  of  serious  illnesses." 

For  years.  Kicking  Woman  struggled  to  learn  the  songs. 

"I  used  to  sit  beside  the  old  men  of  the  tribe  and  watch  and  listen  to 
them,"  Kicking  Woman  said.  "Then  when  I was  working  on  the  railroad,  I 
would  remember  the  songs  and  think  about  what  I had  seen." 

Retirement  from  the  Great  Northern  Railway  meant  a greater  opportunity 
for  Kicking  Woman  to  practice  his  religion. 

"Owning  a medicine  pipe  bundle  means  being  totally  open  with  everything, 
said  longtime  friend  Darryl  Norman,  owner  of  the  Lodgepole  Gallery.  "They 
have  to  give  to  everyone  and  be  willing  to  live  humbly." 

"When  people  come  to  you  seeking  help,  you  must  give  it  to  them,"  he 
explained.  "You  can't  say  no." 

"George  is  one  of  the  last,  true  practicing  shamans,"  he  said. 

George  and  Molly  Kicking  Woman  were  the  religious  pillars  of  the  tribe, 
Norman  said. 

"Their  house  was  always  a beehive  of  activity,"  he  said.  "People  were  in 
and  out  of  there  on  a variety  of  purposes,  but  George  and  Molly  always 
made  time  for  all  of  them." 

Not  only  their  time  - George  and  Molly  Kicking  Woman  also  shared  their 
possessions . 

"I've  never  seen  them  turn  anyone  away,"  said  their  son-in-law,  Clyde 
Heavy  Runner. 

"When  they  had  food,  they  would  take  it  to  the  old  people,"  added  his 
wife,  Suzanne  Heavy  Runner.  "Even  in  bad  weather,  they  used  to  drive  to 
Heart  Butte  to  share  their  food." 

"We  believe  that  if  you  share  your  food,  it  will  always  come  back  to 
you,"  she  explained. 

That  tradition  continues  in  the  Thunder  Pipe  ceremony,  in  which  berries 
from  the  soup  are  always  offered  to  the  Creator. 

"What  we  receive  must  always  be  offered  back  to  our  Creator,"  Clyde 
Heavy  Runner  said. 

He  said  that  as  holder  of  the  Thunder  Pipe  Bundle,  Kicking  Woman  also 
holds  a tremendous  responsibility. 

"When  he  was  given  the  pipe,  he  became  the  chosen  one,"  Heavy  Runner 
said.  "He  was  given  the  power  to  heal  and  to  help  people." 

Worried  that  the  ceremony  will  be  lost,  Norman  has  urged  that  it  be 

videotaped.  Kicking  Woman  has  not  granted  that  request,  but  acknowledges 
the  need. 

"I  don't  think  anyone  will  ever  learn  these  songs  again,"  he  said.  "You 
might  learn  one  of  them,  but  there  are  17  or  18  of  them,  and  it  took  me 
years  to  learn  them." 

And  he  may  not  have  that  much  time  left.  Recently,  he  suffered  two  small 
heart  attacks  and  was  hospitalized. 

"My  legs  are  giving  up  on  me  now,"  he  said,  bundled  in  a sweater  as  he 

sat  only  a dozen  feet  from  a log  stove  in  his  living  room. 

"I  have  no  idea  how  long  I will  live." 

Copyright  c.  2000  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

Copyright  c.  The  Billings  Gazette,  a division  of  Lee  Enterprises. 


RE:  Innu  Youth  Updates 


Date:  Tue,  21  Nov  2000  09:49:13  EST 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : Innu  Youth  Updates--long,  worth  reading 
>To:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

<+>=3D<+>K0LA  Newslist<+>=3D<+>[from  Randy  Farrell.  Thanks!] 
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SOCIAL  WORKERS  DESCEND  ON  INNU  VILLAGE  OF  DESPAIR 
WebPosted  Sat  Nov  18  12:54:25  2000 

SHESHATSHIU,  LABRADOR- -The  Newfoundland  government  sent  about  15  social 
workers  to  a remote  aboriginal  community  in  Labrador  Friday,  hoping  to 
speed  up  a decision  on  whether  to  remove  dozens  of  young  addicts. 

With  reports  that  as  many  as  39  children,  all  under  16,  spend  their  days 
and  nights  sniffing  fumes  from  gasoline,  Innu  leaders  in  Sheshatshiu 
have  urged  the  province  to  act  quickly. 

But  as  the  civil  servants  were  conducting  interviews  with  families,  some 
parents  were  vowing  to  fight  any  attempt  by  authorities  to  seize  their 
children . 

Innu  teen  says  she  can't  stop  sniffing 

By  law,  formal  assessments  must  be  completed  before  a girl  or  boy  can  be 
removed  from  their  home. 

The  government  has  predicted  it  will  take  at  least  a couple  of  days 
before  a decision  will  be  made. 

On  Wednesday,  Innu  leaders  took  the  unusual  step  of  asking  the 
government  to  snatch  up  the  young  addicts  even  without  parental 
permission  &#150j  arguing  that  the  fathers  and  mothers  were  either 
absent  or  powerless,  and  children's  lives  were  at  stake. 

But  Newfoundland's  Minister  of  Health,  Roger  Grimes,  responded 
cautiously,  pointing  out  that  "you  can't  just  take  a child  without  some 
justified  cause." 

He  said  that  the  province  would  be  on  shaky  legal  ground  if  it  swooped 
in  and  started  taking  youngsters  from  homes  without  their  parents' 
permission . 

The  original  request  for  help  came  in  a letter  from  band  Chief  Paul 
Rich,  who  estimated  about  50  kids,  some  as  young  as  six,  are  openly 
sniffing  gas  poured  into  plastic  bags. 

Kids  sniff  gas  in  the  woods 

Rich  recently  took  CBC  TV  crews  to  watch  groups  of  dazed  children 
breathing  the  intoxicating  fumes.  Some  of  them  ran,  others  stood  their 
ground.  All  of  them  kept  sniffing. 

"We're  poor,  and  we're  hungry,"  said  one  teen,  her  words  slurred.  "I 
can't  stop  sniffing." 

Paul  Rich 

The  community  is  facing  a crisis  because  the  youngsters  can't  get  help 
at  home,  according  to  Rich.  They  have  no  food  and  no  place  to  sleep.  In 
some  cases,  their  mothers  and  fathers  are  alcoholics. 

Peter  Penashue,  president  of  the  Innu  Nation,  said  neither  his 
organization  nor  the  police  have  the  authority  to  rescue  the  children. 

Penashue  said  the  Innu  are  encouraging  provincial  officials  to  move  in, 
regardless  of  concern  over  how  parents  might  react. 

Sheshatshiu,  a village  of  1,200  people,  is  part  of  an  Innu  community  of 
about  1,800  people  in  Labrador. 

The  region's  Innu  have  an  alarmingly  high  suicide  rate.  Local  band 
leaders  have  asked  the  province  and  federal  government  for  funding  to 
expand  an  addiction  treatment  program  for  the  children  and  parents. 
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3UDGE  MAY  RULE  MONDAY  ON  FATE  OF  YOUNG  ADDICTS 
WebPosted  Mon  Nov  20  00:12:02  2000 

SHESHATSHIU,  LABRADOR- -Innu  leadens  in  a troubled  Labrador  community 
expressed  shock  Sunday  when  child  welfare  workers  told  them  there  is  no 
place  in  Canada  to  treat  more  than  three  dozen  young  addicts. 

The  children,  between  the  ages  of  six  and  16,  spend  their  days  getting 
high  by  sniffing  fumes  from  gasoline  poured  into  plastic  bags. 

Community  leaders  have  been  pleading  for  something  to  be  done  quickly, 
even  if  it  means  removing  the  youngsters  without  their  parents' 
permission . 

A judge  may  decide  on  Monday  whether  it's  necessary  to  seize  39  children 
and  enrol  them  in  a mandatory  treatment  program.  Officials  have  said 
that  court  intervention  won't  be  necessary  if  the  mothers  and  fathers 
support  the  plan. 

A shelter  was  set  up  recently  so  the  kids  can  warm  up  and  get  food.  But 
they've  been  going  inside  the  building  to  pass  out,  only  to  leave  to 
sniff  gas  again. 

Desperate  Innu  leaders  have  asked  the  government  to  take  the  children 
away  immediately  &#150j  arguing  that  the  fathers  and  mothers  are  absent 
or  have  their  own  addiction  problems,  and  that  children's  lives  are  at 
stake . 

"Parent  won't  admit,  or  they're  ashamed  or  embarrassed  to  admit,  their 
problems,"  Band  Chief  Paul  Rich  said  Sunday. 

"But  we're  not  here  to  embarrass  anybody,"  he  added. 

Eleven-year-old  Karl  Rich  said  he's  out  sniffing  gas  because  it's  better 
than  home.  The  boy  hasn't  seen  his  parents  in  weeks. 

"I  don't  miss  it,"  he  told  a reporter.  "My  bed  is  ugly." 

Karl  Rich,  whose  brother  died  in  a gasoline  fire 

Karl  said  he  shares  his  bed  with  six  other  people. 

One  of  his  brothers  caught  on  fire  and  burned  to  death  while  sniffing 
gas  seven  months  ago.  Fie  was  also  11. 

But  Karl's  mother  told  CBC  Television  that  taking  away  the  children 
isn't  right. 

"There  must  be  a solution  out  there,"  she  said  through  a translator. 

"The  chief  has  no  right  to  come  and  take  these  children  without 
consulting  the  parents  first." 

INDEPTH:  A desperate  village 

Newfoundland  government  social  workers  are  assessing  the  cases  39  of 
children,  but  their  parents  have  not  been  co-operating. 

Officials  also  face  a dilemma  of  where  to  put  the  kids.  Canada  doesn't 
have  a detox  centre  large  enough  to  accommodate  all  of  the  Innu-speaking 
children.  And  it's  difficult  to  place  addicts  in  foster  homes. 

Innu  leaders  have  suggested  a temporary  treatment  centre  be  set  up  at  an 
army  base  or  at  a lodge  that's  up  for  sale  about  180  kilometres  north  of 
Sheshatshiu . 

Kids  sniff  gas  in  the  woods 

After  Sunday's  meeting  with  social  workers,  the  band  chief  said  he  is 
shocked  that  one  of  the  wealthiest  countries  in  the  world  doesn't  have  a 
place  to  house  and  help  a group  of  young  Innu  addicts. 

Paul  Rich  recently  took  CBC  TV  crews  to  watch  groups  of  dazed  children 
breathing  the  intoxicating  fumes.  Some  of  them  ran,  others  stood  their 
ground . 

All  of  them  kept  a firm  grip  on  their  plastic  bags  of  gasoline,  and  all 
of  them  continued  sniffing. 

Sheshatshiu,  a village  of  1,200  people,  is  part  of  an  Innu  community  of 
about  1,800  people  in  Labrador. 

The  region's  Innu  have  an  alarmingly  high  suicide  rate.  Local  band 
leaders  have  asked  the  province  and  federal  government  for  funding  to 
expand  an  addiction  treatment  program  for  the  children  and  parents. 
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Ann  Budgell:  We  do  have  that  interview  now  with  Peter  Penashue.  I talked 
with  him  earlier  this  morning  about  what's  going  on  in  Sheshatshiu  today. 
Peter  Penashue  hello. 

Peter  Penashue:  Hello. 

Ann  Budgell:  Peter  what  is  going  on  in  your  community  today  now  to  address 
this  problem.  I guess  you  got  your  meeting  yesterday  didn't  you? 

Peter  Penashue:  Yes,  we  met  with  the  Director  of  Child  Welfare  and  the 
people  that  work  within  the  region  and,  of  course,  that  included  the 
Labrador  Health  Board.  And  the  decision  that  came  out  of  that  meeting  was 
that  the  Director  of  Child  Welfare  would  intervene  and  begin  the  process  of 
assessing  the  children  that  are  involved.  And  currently  there  are  about  39 
kids  on  the  list  who  could  be  brought  under  the  care  of  the  Director  of 
Child  Welfare.  And  we've  made  it  quite  clear  to  the  Director  of  Child 
Welfare  that  we  felt  that  the  health  and  safety  of  these  kids,  that  these 
kids  should  be  brought  under  her  care  and  placed  in  safe  homes  and  sent  to 
detoxification  centers.  Now  we  need  to  send  them  out  for  detoxification  so 

that  when  they  get  back  to  the  community  we  can  begin  a process  of 

providing  counseling  services,  helping  their  families,  and  perhaps  doing 
this  in  the  wilderness,  in  the  country  to  do  some  serious  counseling 
services.  But  the  first  thing  we  need  to  do  is  we  need  to  get  these  kids 

away  from  the  streets  and  away  from  gas  and  placed  in  a safe,  you  know,  in 

safe  homes  and  placed  under  the  medical  attention  so  that  they  can  be 
properly  detoxed. 

Ann  Budgell:  Today  have  you  got  enough  people  there  working  on  this 
problem?  They  must  have  been  pulling  social  workers  and  people  like  that  in 
from  everywhere  were  they? 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  there  are  social  services  arriving  from  St.  John's  and 
there  are  a few  from  I guess  Lab  City  as  well.  And  I guess  they'll  be 
working  together  to  assess  all  the  kids  that  are  involved  and  to  quickly 
place  these  kids  under  the  care  of  the  director  so  that  they  could  be 
placed  in  a safe  environment. 

Ann  Budgell:  Have  any  of  the  children  already  started  this  process  then  of 
assessment? 

Peter  Penashue:  They  were  supposed  to  start  at  9:00  this  morning  and  there 
were  still  quite  a number  of  kids,  young  kids,  out  on  the  beach  this 
morning  sniffing  gas  and  it  looked  like  they  hadn't  been  sleeping  all  night 
so  they  were  out  all  night  obviously.  So  it's  quite  a concern  then  so  the 
Department  of  Social  Services  I guess  they'll  do  their  assessment  this 
morning  and  begin  that  process. 

Ann  Budgell:  Are  you  having  any  difficulty  getting  the  children  to 
cooperate  I guess  or  to  take  part  in  this.  Obviously  they  know  what's  going 
on.  They  must  have  heard  that  this  is  going  on. 

Peter  Penashue:  I suspect  they  know  what's  going  on  and  they  would  have 
certainly  known  that  . . . there  were  about  ten  people  hired  from  . . . 
Social  Services  hired  ten  people  last  night  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  kids  last 
night  just  to  be  around  them  to  make  sure  that  they  were  safe  and  that, 
until  the  assessment  could  take  place.  So  they  certainly  knew  that  there 
was  stuff  happening  around  them,  yes. 

Ann  Budgell:  Have  you  heard  from  any  of  the  children  about  what  they  think 
about  this? 

Peter  Penashue:  I haven't  talked  to  the  children  myself,  but  my 
understanding  is  that  they're  obviously,  you  know,  very  much  intoxicated  to 


really  have  a sense  I guess,  you  know,  what's  happening.  They  obviously 
know,  you  know,  things  are  going  on  and  that  . . . but  it  will  be  some  time 
I guess  before,  you  know,  we  really,  they  have  a real  sense  of,  you  know, 
what's  happening. 

Ann  Budgell:  What  about  parents?  Have  you  heard  from  any  of  the  parents  yet 

Peter  Penashue:  I did  hear  one  parent  this  morning  on  CBC  and  obviously 
he's  very  concerned  and  feels  that  the  kids  shouldn't  be  placed  under  the 
Director  of  Welfare.  And,  you  know,  my  message  to  him  is  that  look,  you 
know,  this  is  in  the  interest  of  his  children,  interest  of  all  the  children 
and  we  need  to  move  now  and  be  very  clear  that  we're  doing  this  not 
because,  you  know,  there  are  bad  parents  out  there,  it's  because  that  we 
are  very  concerned  with  the  children  that  are  involved.  And  otherwise,  I 
mean,  they  . . . you  know,  this  is  an  accident  waiting  to  happen  and  we 
have  to,  you  know,  take  care  of  the  health  and  safety  of  these  children. 

Ann  Budgell:  I understand  that  there's  been  a huge  amount  of  interest  in 
this  event  in  your  community.  You're  not  only  hearing  from  reporters  like 
me  who  live  here,  but  lots  of  other  ones  as  well. 

Peter  Penashue:  Well  there's  a lot  of  interest  on  this.  It's  quite 
interesting,  I guess  amazing  that  there  is  a lot  of  interest.  Washington 
Post  is  coming  in  this  afternoon  and  there  are  several  others  that  are 
apparently  arriving.  Obviously  there's  a lot  of  interest  on  this  story  and 
I think  it's.  . . .you  know,  in  one  way  it's  good  to  put  it  out  there 
because  I think  it's  important  to  see  from  outside  the  country  that  there 
are  problems  in  aboriginal  communities  and  these  are  problems  that  have 
been  created  over  a number  of  years  and  the  provincial  governments  have  to 
take  responsibility,  the  federal  government  has  to  take  responsibility,  we 
as  aboriginal  people  have  to  take  responsibility.  So  all  of  us  have  to 
obviously  work  together  to  deal  with  the  situation.  But  I think  that  it's 
also  very  important  that  there  will  be  long-term  programming,  long-term 
resourcing  to  help  the  community  to  be  able  to  deal  with  the  situation  that 
we  find  ourselves  in.  And  I think  that's  very  important.  But  right  now  I 
think  the  most  important  thing  is  to  get  the  kids  to  safe  homes  and  to 
start  the  process  of  detoxification  so  that  we  can  get  them  into  proper 
treatment  programs  to,  you  know,  to  start  dealing  with  these  issues. 

Ann  Budgell:  Thank  you  for  talking  with  me  today. 

Peter  Penashue:  You're  welcome. 

Ann  Budgell:  That's  Peter  Penashue.  He  is  the  president  of  the  Innu  Nation. 

Anchor:  DIM  BROWN 
Air  Time:  7:11:00  AM 
Duration:  5:31 

Dim  Brown:  As  you  may  have  heard  in  the  news  the  province  has  responded  to 
a plea  for  help  from  the  band  council  in  Sheshatshui.  Innu  leaders  want 
children  in  the  community  who  are  sniffing  gasoline  to  be  removed  from 
their  homes  and  given  treatment  for  solvent  abuse.  Ernie  McLean  is 
Labrador's  representative  in  the  Provincial  Cabinet  and  he  joins  me  on  the 
line  now.  Good  morning  Mr.  McLean. 

Ernie  McLean:  Good  morning  Dim  and  how  are  you  today? 

Dim  Brown:  Good  thank  you.  What  have  you  found  in  regards  to  the  kind  of 
help  that's  needed  in  the  community? 

Ernie  McLean:  Well  one  thing  yesterday  Dim,  there  was  a meeting  that  took 
place  in  the  community  in  the  afternoon  that  involved  the  Health  Labrador 
Corporation,  the  Chief  of  the  Innu  Nation,  the  Sheshatshui  Healing  Center 
staff,  and  officials  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Community  Services 


were  on  line  via  conference  call.  And  this  meeting  was  set  up  to  determine 
the  next  course  of  action  in  this  particular  issue,  which  is  as  you  know  is 
a very  serious  request  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Sheshatshui. 

Dim  Brown:  Serious  and  I believe  unprecedented. 

Ernie  McLean:  Very  much  so.  And  I think  if  you  put  it  in  perspective,  the 
request  is,  you  know,  basically  what  we  would  see  as  a one-year,  you  know, 
allocation  of  this  kind  of  a request  in  terms  of  the  numbers  of  children 
that  are  involved. 

Dim  Brown:  Now  the  health  workers  have  identified  39  young  people  who  need 
help.  What  can  you  tell  us  about  their  situation? 

Ernie  McLean:  Well  right  now  the  staff  will  be  starting  this  morning  to  do 
the  assessments  on  the  children  and  also  on  the  families,  which  is  a course 
of  action  which  has  to  be  taken  in  order  to  determine  the  magnitude  of  the 
problems  and  the  situation  that  we  have  to  deal  with  at  the  end  of  the  day. 
And  what  we  have  done  is  we've  indicated  that  we'll  put  extra  staffing 
there  to  ensure  that  the  assessments  are  done  in  a very  timely  fashion 
because  of  the  seriousness  of  the  children. 

Dim  Brown:  So  what  will  be  involved  in  the  assessments? 

Ernie  McLean:  Well  basically  Dim,  under  this  kind  of  a situation  the 
assessment  has  to  determine  the  kinds  of  things  that  has  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  when  you  are  to  remove  children  from,  not  only  from  their 
parents,  but  also  from  the  community.  So  there's  a large  number  of  issues 
that  has  to  be  dealt  with  in  this  regard  simply  because  there's,  you  know, 
there  are  legal  implications  to  this  and  there's  also  the  fact  that  these 
children  are  at  risk. 

Dim  Brown:  So  after  these  assessments  are  completed  chances  are  you'll  have 
these  children  broken  down  into  two  groups.  One  groups  where  the  parents 
are  in  agreement  with  what  the  Innu  Nation  is  suggesting  and  one  group  that 
isn't.  How  will  you  deal  with  the  group  of  children  whose  parents  will  not 
allow  you  to  come  in  and  take  them? 

Ernie  McLean:  As  the  Minister  indicated  yesterday  to  the  media,  there 
is  a process  that  can  be  put  in  place  to  ensure  that  the  children  at  risk 
are  dealt  with  whether  it's  through  voluntary  efforts  or  involuntary 
efforts  and  these  processes  would  have  to  be  certainly  kicked  into  place. 
But  I think  for  the  most  part  what  the  assessments  will  have  to  determine 
is  the,  perhaps  more  than  one  or  two  situations  where,  you  know,  whether 
you  have  full  removal  from  the  community  or  removal  for  a short  time  or 
removal  for  a longer  period  of  time  or  simply  dealing  with  the  children  in 
the  community. 

Dim  Brown:  And  in  the  meantime  I presume  the  work  will  be  with  the  parents 
who  are  resistant  to  try  to  get  them  to  come  on  side  with  the  plan. 

Ernie  McLean:  Yes,  and  that's  the  other  part  of  this  Dim.  I think  there  has 
to  be  consideration  given  to  dealing  with  the  parents  while  the  children 
are  removed  if  that's  what  the,  in  the  end  results  of  the  assessments  are. 
And  I think  that  has  to  be  considered  seriously  as  well  because  once  you 
take  the  children  away  there  has  to  be  a time  when  the  children  will  be 
brought  back  to  the  community  and  to  the  parents.  So  there  has  to  be  a fair 
amount  of  work  done  with  the  parents  as  well  in  this  situation. 

Dim  Brown:  In  the  meantime,  according  to  what  the  people  from  the  Innu 
Nation  have  been  telling  us  and  we  spoke  to  Peter  Penashue  yesterday,  this 
sounds  like  something  that  has  to  be  acted  on  very  quickly.  How  long  will 
it  take  for  these  assessments  to  be  done  and  for  the  children  to  be  moved? 


Ernie  McLean:  Well  we  are  looking  at  the  assessment  process.  It's  starting 


this  morning  and  we'll  be  working  through  the  weekend  and  we  have  provided 
extra  staff  to  ensure  that  these  are  done  in  a very  timely  fashion  and 
hopefully  in  the  next  few  days  be  completed.  And  the  next  course  of  action 
will  be  determined  at  that  particular  point  with  all  of  the  groups  involved 
that  have  been  dealing  with  this  particular  issue.  I'm  not  sure  where  they 
will  end  up  Dim  but  I could  certainly  assure  you  that  all  of  the  options 
will  be  considered  in  terms  of  where  they  need  to  go  and  the  kinds  of 
treatment  they  need  and  the  kind  of  support  they  need  at  the  particular 
time  they're  assessed  and  ready  to  move. 

Dim  Brown:  What  was  the  mood  that  you  felt  in  Sheshatshui? 

Ernie  McLean:  Him  I live  right  across  the  river  from  Sheshatshui. 

Dim  Brown:  Right. 

Ernie  McLean:  It's  . . .that's  my  home.  And  it  is  a very  serious  situation 
and  I certainly  understand  the  situation  that  the  leadership  is  in  there  in 
Sheshatshui  and  trying  to  deal  with  this,  it's  a very  serious  matter  and 
we're  certainly  prepared  to  do  whatever  we  have  to  do  to  ensure  that  this 
request  is  dealt  with. 

Dim  Brown:  Mr.  McLean  thank  you  for  joining  us. 

Ernie  McLean:  Thanks  Dim. 
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Vince  Gallant:  Government  officials  are  assessing  a list  of  close  to  40 
children  in  Sheshatshiu  who  are  considered  to  be  at  risk.  The  Innu  Band 
Council  wants  the  children  to  be  taken  into  care  and  safe  placements  found 
for  them.  But  Chief  Paul  Rich  says  they  are  not  placing  all  of  the 
responsibility  on  government. 

Paul  Rich:  We  are  very  optimistic  on  finding  a solution.  We  didn't  say 
that  we  are  going  to  target  social  services  and  say  that  it's  only  their 
responsibility.  What  we  are  saying  is  that  they  have  the  power  and  the 
legislation  to  take  these  kids  off  the  streets  today  and  that  we  want  to  go 
into  partnership  with  government  to  come  up  with  a plan,  a long-term  plan. 

Vince  Gallant:  Rich  says  Innu  leaders  will  meet  at  three  o'clock  this 
afternoon  to  discuss  the  results  of  an  assessment  by  Health  Labrador. 

Paul  Rich:  There  is  an  accelerated  process  in  which  we  hopefully  will  get 
all  the  information  that  we  need  to  get  together  in  order  to  get  this 
process  quickly  to  take  the  kids,  or  whatever  the  process  that  needs  to  be 
they  are  ones  that  have  the  legislation  and  the  power  to  do  so. 

Vince  Gallant:  Health  Minister  Roger  Grimes  says  the  children  will  be 
contacted  at  the  earliest  opportunity  to  determine  whether  they  are  in  an 
unsafe  family  environment. 

Roger  Grimes:  In  my  knowledge  it  would  be  unusual  and  maybe  it's  the  first 
time  that  we've  had  the  community  leaders  come  forward  and  the  head  of  the 
whole  Innu  Nation  and  suggest  that  even  if  parents  resist  in  this  case  they 
are  suggesting  that  we  find  the  mechanism  to  go  in  and  remove  the  children 
from  the  care  of  the  current  care  givers  and  that's  what's  so  extraordinary 
I think  about  this  particular  action,  is  that  with  whatever  consultations 
they  are  continuing  to  do  within  their  community,  they  have  gone  past  all 
of  that. 
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Ontario  Provincial  Government  Blocked  the  Ipperwash  Inquiry, 

Hansard  text  of  the  the  Debate 

NDP  News  Release  Ipperwash  Oct.  31,  2000 

QUEEN'S  PARK  --  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  should  be  given  the 
power  to  investigate  whether  the  lack  of  a public  inquiry  into  Dudley 
George's  death  violates  the  Human  Rights  Code,  NDP  Leader  Howard  Hampton 
says . 

Hampton  asked  Commissioner  Keith  Norton  to  determine  if  the  Conservative 
government's  refusal  to  hold  an  inquiry  violated  section  29  of  the  Code. 
The  section  states  that  the  commission  can  investigate  incidents  and 
conditions  leading  to  tension  or  conflict  "and  it  is  certainly  arguable 
that  the  issue  you  describe  falls  into  such  a category,"  Norton  replied 
on  October  5.  However,  because  the  commission  has  no  power  to  compel 
anyone  to  give  evidence  or  produce  documents,  a section  29  inquiry  "would 
not  likely  produce  any  more  information"  than  is  currently  available. 

Hampton  called  on  the  Conservatives  to  give  the  commission  the  power  it 
needs  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  Dudley  George's  murder. 

"The  Conservatives  have  stonewalled  the  George  family  in  their  attempt 
to  learn  the  truth  about  the  premier's  involvement  in  the  shooting  at 
Ipperwash,"  Hampton  said.  "Now,  it  appears  the  Human  Rights  Commissioner 
is  also  being  stonewalled.  " 

Native  Affairs  Critic  Gilles  Bisson  reminded  the  premier  that  the  George 
family  would  immediately  drop  its  civil  suit  if  a public  inquiry  were  to 
be  called. 

"The  premier  may  well  be  violating  the  Human  Rights  Code  but  we  can't 
find  out  because  he's  blocking  an  investigation  that  would  determine  the 
truth.  Well,  it's  time  for  the  truth  to  come  out  and  we  need  a Human 
Rights  Commission  with  real  powers  to  do  that,"  said  Bisson  (Timmins  Dames 
Bay).  HANSARD  October  31  - Questions 

Mr  Howard  Hampton  (Kenora-Rainy  River):  My  question  is  to  the  Premier. 
Why  does  the  Premier  continue  to  block  attempts  to  uncover  the  truth 
about  the  killing  of  Dudley  George?  I asked  the  human  rights  commissioner 
whether  your  failure  to  call  a public  inquiry  into  this  matter  violates 
the  Human  Rights  Code. 

Chief  Commissioner  Keith  Norton's  answer  to  me  is  that  there  is  an 
arguable  case.  What's  stopping  him  from  beginning  an  investigation  is 
that  he  doesn't  have  the  power  to  compel  you  to  give  evidence  or  to 
produce  the  documents.  Premier,  would  you  do  the  right  thing?  Would  you 
give  the  human  rights  commissioner  the  power  in  this  case  to  require 
production  of  the  documents  and  to  compel  oral  evidence? 

Hon  Michael  D.  Harris  (Premier):  No.  Mr  Hampton:  I find  the  Premier's 
answer  interesting  and  contradictory,  because  not  four  years  ago-- 
Interjections . 

Mr  Hampton:  Speaker,  not  four  years  ago  the  then  Minister  of  Health  was 
accused  of  releasing  confidential  health  information,  and  you  stood  in 
this  Legislature  and  said  the  Information  and  Privacy  Commissioner  ought 
to  be  granted  the  powers  to  force  the  production  of  documents  and  to 
compel  civil  servants  to  give  evidence.  That  was  over  the  confidentiality 
of  health  records. 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  death  of  a person,  the  death  of  an  Aboriginal 
man.  The  human  rights  commissioner  is  saying  there  is  an  arguable  case 
that  your  government  is  in  breach  of  the  Human  Rights  Code,  but  he  lacks 
the  same  powers  the  privacy  commissioner  lacked.  So  I'm  asking  you. 


Premier,  to  do,  in  respect  to  the  human  rights  commissioner,  what  you  did 
with  the  privacy  commissioner.  We're  dealing  with  a serious  issue,  the 
death  of  a man,  and  I'm  asking  you  to  give  the  human  rights  commissioner 
the  power  to  compel  the  production  of  evidence.  Will  you  do  that?  Mr 
Gilles  Bisson  (Timmins-Dames  Bay):  Premier,  the  problem  here  is  that 
you're  inconsistent  in  your  approach.  On  one  hand  you're  prepared  to  give 
the  privacy  commissioner  the  ability  to  do  the  job;  you've  given  the 
ability  to  subpoena.  But  when  it  comes  to  trying  to  find  out  what  happened 
to  somebody  who  was  killed  in  this  province,  you're  not  prepared  to  be 
consistent  and  you're  not  prepared  to  bring  justice  to  the  George  family. 
I'm  going  to  put  it  to  you  very  straight.  Premier,  and  I tell  you  I'm  very 
offended  by  the  laughter  from  your  caucus  when  this  issue  is  raised.  At 
the  end  of  the  day,  a person  died  and  you're  stymieing  the  process  to 
find  what  happened.  Very  simply.  Premier,  I ask  you,  why  is  it  that  you're 
inconsistent,  that  on  one  hand  you're  prepared  to  give  the  powers  of 
subpoena  to  the  privacy  commissioner,  but  once  the  human  rights 
commissioner  says  they  don't  have  the  power  to  do  that,  you're  unwilling 
to  do  it?  Why? 

Hon  Mr  Harris:  Let  me  be  very  clear:  my  caucus  was  laughing  at  your 
leader-- justifiably,  I might  add.  That  is  what  they  were  laughing  at:  the 
inconsistency  of  your  leader,  the  silliness  of  your  leader  and  the  silly 
allegations  you're  making  about  one  of  our  members  and  a minister  of  the 
crown--actually  something  despicable,  I would  say.  But  nonetheless,  since 
you  support  your  leader  in  all  these  actions,  that's  what  we  were 
laughing  at.  Secondly,  the  full  production  of  documents  can  be  complied 
with  in  many  ways:  first  of  all,  the  courts.  Secondly,  nobody  said  no  to 
an  inquiry  following  the  cases  that  are  there.  Thirdly,  all  the  documents 
are  being  produced  and  they're  all  being  advanced  without  the  human 
rights  commissioner  and  without  an  inquiry.  They  are  being  advanced  at  the 
request  of  the  courts  as  a matter  of  a civil  lawsuit.  So  there  is  no  need 
to  extend  further  powers  to  have  some  other  body  do  exactly  what  we  are 
already  doing  and  complying  with.  That's  why  you're  so  silly. 
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a..  The  Klamaths  hope  to  reclaim  700,000  acres;  say  they'll  restore 
damaged  areas. 

By  Brad  Knickerbocker  Staff  writer  of  The  Christian  Science  Monitor 

In  the  high,  dry  forests  of  southern  Oregon,  along  the  rivers  that 
flow  swift  and  cold,  the  history  of  the  American  West  is  being  spun 
out  and  retold  in  a story  of  land  and  water,  equity  and  justice. 

At  issue  are  nearly  700,000  acres  of  former  reservation  land  - 
native-American  territory  lost  to  broken  treaties  and  a federal  policy 
of  "termination,"  the  unilateral  disbanding  of  tribes  in  order  to 
force  assimilation. 

The  Klamath,  the  Modoc,  and  the  Yahooskin  Band  of  Snake  Indians, 
collectively  known  as  the  Klamath  Tribes,  have  formally  begun  what 
will  undoubtedly  be  a long  political  process  of  trying  to  get  back  the 
land.  Their  lengthy  report  on  why  and  how  this  should  be  done  was 
submitted  last  week  to  the  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. 

The  tribes  say  it's  a matter  of  justice,  and  they  add  that  native 
Americans  are  more  likely  than  others  to  restore  and  take  care  of 
environmentally  sensitive  areas  that  have  been  damaged  by  logging. 


grazing,  mining,  and  water  diversions  for  farm  irrigation. 

"All  we  want  now  is  the  opportunity  to  take  care  of  that  land  as  we 
once  did,"  says  Lynn  Schonchin,  general  manager  of  the  tribes.  "We 
want  to  build  a community." 

It  may  be  an  ambitious  plan,  but  it  is  not  without  precedent. 

In  other  parts  of  the  country,  federal  agencies  have  begun  to  share 
and  even  turn  over  land-management  responsibilities  for  national 
forests  and  other  public  lands  to  tribes.  In  some  cases,  this  has 
meant  expanding  reservation  boundaries.  Examples  include  the  Yakama 
Reservation  in  Washington,  the  Taos  Pueblo  in  New  Mexico,  and  the  Warm 
Springs  Reservation  in  Oregon. 

But  restoring  the  Klamaths'  traditional  land  base  - which  is  now  part 
of  the  Winema  and  Fremont  National  Forests  - is  a far  greater 
undertaking,  with  many  political  obstacles. 

Nonnative  landowners  on  the  former  tribal  land  worry  about  their 
future.  Companies  and  developers  oppose  restrictions  on  resource 
extraction  and  recreational  development. 

And  environmentalists,  although  they  honor  native  Americans'  tradition 
of  land  stewardship,  are  concerned  that  land  given  back  to  the  tribes 
(as  sovereign  nations)  might  not  be  protected  by  such  federal  laws  as 
the  Clean  Water  Act  and  the  Endangered  Species  Act. 

"There's  no  disputing  that  the  Indians  have  been  given  a rotten  deal," 
says  Wendell  Wood,  field  representative  here  for  the  Oregon  Natural 
Resources  Council,  a private  research  and  advocacy  group.  "But  we 
don't  think  that  public  lands  should  be  the  currency  for  rectifying 
those  wrongs." 

Other  environmentalists  note  that  in  some  places  - particularly 
Alaska  - revenue-hungry  native  groups  have  been  just  as  eager  as 
corporations  to  clearcut  tribal  forests. 

The  issue  generates  strong  feelings. 

"I  for  one  do  not  desire  to  see  the  [land]  returned  to  the  tribes, 
even  if  the  current  members  vote  to  buy  the  land  at  today's  current 
fair  market  value,"  says  lay  Christensen,  who  has  a woodworking 
business  in  Klamath  Falls. 

"The  land  is  simply  too  valuable  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
as  a multiple-use  resource,"  Mr.  Christensen  asserted  at  a recent  public 
hearing  on  the  tribal  plan.  "In  addition,  giving  the  land  to  the 
tribes  is  simply  another  form  of  government  welfare,  which  does  not 
teach  self-reliance  to  members  of  a proud  native-American  nation." 

Flere  in  Chiloquin,  a town  of  about  800  people  where  the  tribes  are 
headquartered,  the  impression  a visitor  gets  is  more  one  of  survival 
than  pride.  It's  a poor  place  with  few  businesses  and  a rough 
exterior . 

It  wasn't  always  this  way.  Before  European  settlement,  the  tribes 
counted  some  22  million  acres  as  their  homeland  - a vast  area 
stretching  from  Mt.  Shasta  in  California  to  central  Oregon.  Under 
pressure  from  homesteaders  and  the  US  Cavalry,  the  tribes  gave  up  all 
but  about  2 million  acres  in  return  for  the  right  to  hunt,  fish,  and 
gather  "in  perpetuity,"  under  the  Treaty  of  1864. 

Encroachment  by  force  and  legislation  further  reduced  their  holdings 
to  880,000  acres.  Still,  the  tribes  here  were  among  the  most 
economically  and  socially  successful  native-American  groups  in  the  US. 

That  changed  in  1954,  when  Congress  passed  a law  "terminating"  the 
tribe . 

The  philosophy  behind  termination  was  that  Indians  would  do  better 
if  they  became  part  of  the  dominant  culture  and  economy.  With  little 
choice  in  the  matter,  most  tribal  members  took  the  $43,000  buyout. 

But  lacking  experience  in  a cash  economy,  few  invested  the  money  or 
started  businesses.  Within  two  decades,  they  were  experiencing  high 
rates  of  infant  mortality,  unemployment,  and  alcoholism.  Chiloquin 
dropped  to  the  lowest  per-capita  income  of  any  city  in  the  state. 

"The  decision  was  to  take  away  from  them  the  very  thing  that  had  made 
them  economically  viable,"  says  Donald  Wharton,  an  attorney  with  the 


Native  American  Rights  Fund  in  Boulder,  Colo.,  which  represents  the 
Klamath  Tribes.  "The  result  was  fairly  predictable  - it  was  a 
disaster . " 

The  tribal  buyout  had  cost  the  federal  government  $220  million.  But 
the  land  has  realized  at  least  twice  that  amount  in  revenues  for 
corporations  and  Uncle  Sam  - most  of  it  from  logging. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  wildlife  habitat  was  suffering.  Several 
species  of  fish  and  animals  here  are  now  on  the  endangered  species 
list.  Others,  such  as  the  grizzly  bear,  wolf,  and  lynx,  have  long 
since  disappeared. 

Declaring  the  termination  policy  to  have  been  "morally  and  legally 
unacceptable,"  President  Richard  Nixon  in  1970  asked  Congress  to 
reverse  the  policy  - which  it  did.  In  1986,  the  Klamath  Tribes  were 
once  again  officially  recognized. 

Since  then,  the  Klamaths  have  successfully  reasserted  their  hunting, 
fishing,  and  water  rights  in  court.  A new  tribal  structure  has  meant 
some  new  jobs  here.  A small  casino  - far  from  any  population  center  or 
interstate  highway  - has  brought  some  employment  but  is  struggling. 

The  tribes  have  also  drafted  an  Economic  Self  Sufficiency  Plan. 
Restoration  of  the  land,  which  could  provide  timber,  farming,  and 
cattle  ranching,  as  well  as  hunting  and  fishing  endeavors,  is  a key 
component . 

It  may  be  years  before  the  process  is  completed.  The  tribes  have 
waited  a long  time  already,  and  they're  willing  to  go  slowly  in  what 
would  amount  to  a reversal  of  more  than  150  years  of  history. 

Says  tribal  Chairman  Allen  Foreman:  "I  have  a dream  that  all  the 
children  from  the  entire  [Klamath]  basin  will  be  able  to  realize  the 
benefits  from  this." 
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Inuit  Tribe:  World  is  Getting  Warmer 

By  H.  30SEF  FIEBERT,  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - While  governments  and  scientists  still  debate  climate 
change,  Inuit  tribal  members  on  Banks  Island  in  the  far  northern  Canadian 
Arctic  are  already  convinced  the  world  is  getting  warmer. 

The  evidence  is  in  the  land  and  ice  that  surrounds  them,  they  say: 

The  permafrost  is  thawing,  there  are  fewer  seals  and  polar  bears  to 
hunt  because  of  thinning  sea-ice,  and  warmer  weather  has  brought  more 
mosquitos  that  stay  longer.  In  the  fall,  it's  freezing  up  later  and  later 
every  year. 

"We  can't  read  the  weather  like  we  used  to,"  said  Rosemarie  Kuptana,  an 
activist  among  the  130  Inuit  people  who  live  in  Sachs  Harbor,  the  only 
community  on  the  island  that  covers  28,000  square  miles  in  northwestern 
Canada . 

It  is  a land  where  temperatures  can  occasionally  plummet  to  50  degrees 
below  zero  on  winter  nights,  but  Kuptana  and  her  neighbors  - trappers, 
hunters  and  subsistence  fishermen  - are  convinced  a warming  trend  is 
changing  their  lives. 

The  Inuits'  experiences  - recorded  in  interviews  by  researchers  during 
four  visits  to  the  island  last  year  - are  the  focus  of  a study  being 
presented  this  week  at  a climate  conference  in  the  Netherlands. 

There  has  been  growing  evidence  of  an  Arctic  thawing,  from  receding 
glaciers  in  Alaska  to  reports  of  an  accelerated  melting  of  Greenland's 
ice  sheet.  Computer  models  indicate  that  if  the  earth  is  warming,  the 
amount  of  warming  likely  would  be  greatest  in  the  higher  latitudes  such 
as  the  Arctic  region. 


But  scientists  have  yet  to  determine  whether  the  changes  observed  in  the 
Arctic  reflect  the  early  stages  of  a permanent  warming  due  to  manmade, 
heat-trapping  pollution  in  the  atmosphere  or  a natural,  cyclical  climate 
blip. 

Still,  the  Inuit  people  who  live  along  the  southwestern  coast  of  Banks 
Island  are  convinced  their  climate  is  changing. 

"It  provides  strong  support  for  the  conclusion  that  climate  change  is 
not  just  a theory,"  insisted  Graham  Ashford,  who  headed  the  Inuit 
research  project  for  the  International  Institute  for  Sustainable 
Development . 

The  private  group,  based  in  Ottawa,  Canada,  espouses  a broad  range  of 
sustainable  development  activities  and  research  programs.  It  gets  both 
private  and  government  funding,  although  much  of  its  Inuit  project  was 
funded  by  the  Climate  Change  Action  Fund,  an  environmental  advocacy  group. 

Kuptana,  47,  who  grew  up  in  Sachs  Harbor  and  raised  three  children  there, 
served  as  liaison  between  the  researchers  and  the  tribal  elders  and  others 
in  the  community,  and  she  is  certain  that  global  warming  is  already 
having  an  impact. 

In  interviews  with  researchers,  she  and  some  of  the  other  Sachs  Harbor 
residents  described  how  their  environment  has  changed. 

Autumn  freezes  now  occur  a month  later  than  the  once  did  and  spring 
thaws  come  later.  The  winters,  although  harshly  cold  are  not  as  cold  as 
they  once  were.  One  community  member  said  there  was  a time  when  it  was 
not  unusual  for  temperatures  to  reach  well  below  minus-40  degrees 
Fahrenheit;  now  such  temperatures  are  rare. 

Species  of  animals  and  birds  that  once  never  came  to  the  island  can  now 
be  seen  regularly:  birds  such  as  robins  and  barn  swallows,  as  well  as 
salmon  and  herring.  There  are  more  beetles  and  sand  flies  and  mosquitoes 
are  staying  longer  in  the  summer  months. 

"The  permafrost  is  melting  at  an  alarming  rate,"  said  Kuptana  in  a 
telephone  interview.  She  described  foundations  of  homes  cracking  and 
shifting.  She  also  said  she  is  worried  that  the  community  itself  may  one 
day  slide  into  the  Beaufort  Sea  because  of  moving  mud  that  once  stayed 
frozen  solid. 

Inuit  hunters  complained  to  the  researchers  that  a thinning  of  the  sea 
ice  has  made  it  more  difficult  to  harvest  seals  and  hunt  polar  bears 
because  both  have  now  migrated  farther  away.  Kuptana  said  the  thinner  ice 
and  thawing  land  has  made  it  more  difficult  - and  dangerous  - for  hunters 
and  trappers  to  move  about. 

"What's  scary  is  the  uncertainty,"  she  said.  "We  don't  know  when  to 
travel  on  the  ice  and  our  food  sources  are  getting  farther  and  farther 
away. " 

She  is  not  swayed  by  the  scientific  uncertainties. 

The  Inuit  people  have  lived  in  the  region  for  centuries,  she  said, 
adding:  "The  weather,  the  animals,  the  migration  patterns,  the  changes 
that  we've  seen  is  knowledge.  ...  It's  our  scientific  knowledge." 

"RE : A Difference  of  Opinion"  

Date:  Tue,  31  Oct  2000  11:51:28  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : A Difference  of  Opinion 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

To  view  the  entire  article,  go  to 

http: //www. Washington post . com/wpdyn/articles/A41200-2000Oct30. html 
A Difference  of  Opinion 

There  are  two  attitudes  people  have  toward  Native  Americans,  and  both 
of  them  bother  Sienna  Burgess,  who  is  Commanche. 

"One  minute  they  call  us  savages  or  make  fun  of  us,  the  next  minute 
they  want  to  be  us,"  said  the  17-year-old  from  Rockville,  who  wishes 
the  Washington  Redskins  would  change  their  name. 

The  football  fans  who  go  to  games  in  face  paint  and  feathers  are  just 
like  the  jokester-wannabes  that  she  meets  day-to-day:  Sometimes  they 


seem  pathetic,  sometimes  hurtful. 

Dust  recently,  for  example,  some  kids  at  school  were  making  that 
"woo-woo-woo"  fake  Indian  sound.  Sienna  and  a Native  American  friend 
listened  and  fumed. 

"It's  really  offensive,  I hate  it,"  she  said.  Meanwhile,  kids  also 
seem  eager  to  claim  that  they  are  part-Indian.  "It's  because  Indians 
get  'mad  props,'  " she  said.  "Indians  found  the  country  first  and  had 
it  taken  from  them.  Kids  think  that's  cool." 

The  Redskins'  team  name,  she  said,  "used  to  really  bother  me  a lot, 
when  I heard  it,  but  now  I try  not  to  let  it  bother  me.  I don't  let 
those  fake  Indians  bother  me." 

Sienna's  cousin  Paige  Burgess,  meanwhile,  who  also  lives  in 
Rockville,  has  decided  "it's  pretty  good  we  have  the  [Redskins  team] 
name. " 

"At  least  it  lets  other  people  know  we're  still  here.  I take  it  kind 
of  proudly,"  said  the  15-year-old,  who  is  Commanche  and  Pawnee.  "When 
you  think  of  team  names,  they're  mostly  taken  from  something  strong, 
like  the  Denver  Broncos--a  bronco  is  something  strong." 

Paige  said  he  cheers  for  the  Kansas  City  Chiefs. 

Both  Paige  and  Sienna  say  they  have  had  to  learn  to  deal  with 
people's  stereotypes  about  Native  Americans.  Paige  encounters  people 
who  think  he  should  be  low-key  and  smoke  a peace  pipe,  even  though 
he's  outgoing  and  a Christian.  Sienna  was  afraid  to  even  admit  she 
was  Indian  when  she  moved  from  Oklahoma  to  the  D.C.  area  eight  years 
ago. 

"There  were  a lot  of  Indians  back  there,  and  none  here.  I was 
ashamed,"  said  Sienna.  But  gradually  she  met  others.  There  are  two 
Indian  families,  one  Crow,  one  Navaho,  in  her  Rockville  neighborhood. 

She  goes  to  the  Indian  Education  Center  in  Rockville  and  dances  in 
pow-wows  all  around  the  region. 

"Now,"  she  said,  "I'm  proud." 
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DIE  LIKE  AN  EAGLE 

Indian  Rights  vs.  a National  Sanctuary 
By  ANTHONY  RAMIREZ 
Associated  Press 
November  19,  2000 

LONG  after  their  military  defeat  in  the  19th  century,  American  Indian 
tribes  remain  a world  apart.  Considered  separate  governments,  Indian 
reservations  are  exempt  from  most  state  laws,  like  taxes  on  cigarettes, 
and  can  allow  gambling,  even  if  the  surrounding  state  bans  it. 
Practitioners  of  one  Indian  religion  can  legally  use  peyote,  a cactus 
containing  an  illegal  hallucinogen.  Indian  burial  sites  are  protected  by  a 
1990  special  act  of  Congress.  Devils 

Tower  National  Monument,  where  "Close  Encounters  of  the  Third  Kind"  was 
filmed,  is  closed  to  climbers  in  Dune  so  some  tribes  can  perform  rites. 

But  a different  kind  of  separateness  is  being  considered  by  the 
Department  of  Interior,  one  that  is  alarming  some  environmentalists.  In  a 
draft  about  to  be  circulated  for  public  comment,  the  Interior  Department 
has  proposed  a rule  that  would  allow  Hopi  Indians,  in  preparation  for  a 
religious  ceremony,  to  take  golden  eagle  hatchlings  from  a federal 
wildlife  sanctuary,  where  "hunting"  is  forbidden. 

But  there's  something  else  that's  adding  strength  to  opponents  of  the 
rule:  the  Hopi  ceremony  ends  with  the  birds  being  killed. 

The  Interior  Department  finds  itself  between  a rock  and  a hard  place.  In 
addition  to  the  protection  of  the  First  Amendment,  most  Indian  religions 
are  covered  by  treaties,  some  older  than  the  Constitution.  More  recently. 


in  the  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1978,  Congress  directed 
federal  agencies  to  "protect  and  preserve"  Indian  religious  cultural 
rights  and  practices  wherever  possible. 

To  some  legal  scholars,  protecting  the  eagle  ceremony  is  consistent  with 
federal  policy,  so  long  as  the  preservation  of  eagles  is  not  jeopardized. 
Charles  F.  Wilkinson,  a law  professor  who  is  an  author  of  a standard 

textbook  on  federal  Indian  law,  said:  "We  are  seeing  more  and  more  of  this 

The  Forest  Service,  for  example,  has  revised  proposed  timber  harvests  and 
road  construction  near  sacred  sites." 

But  some  environmentalists  say  the  Hopi  ruling,  if  made  final,  would 

lead  to  many  more  exemptions  for  what  is,  in  effect,  hunting,  at  scores  of 

national  parks,  monuments  and  other  preserves  that  extend  from  Alaska  to 
Florida.  At 

Olympic  National  Park  in  Washington,  for  example,  seven  tribes  near  the 
park  have  been  seeking  the  right  to  hunt  elk  and  other  wildlife. 

Non-Indians  may  then  argue  that  if  Indians  can  get  an  exemption  for 
hunting,  why  not  other  Americans?  "The  Interior  Department  is  opening  a 
door  that  a crowd  will  try  to  rush,"  said  David  D . Simon,  Southwest 
regional  director  for  the  National  Parks  and  Conservation  Association,  an 
environmental  group. 

IN  this  case,  the  nature  of  the  ceremony  has  also  created  opposition. 
Bonnie  Erbe,  a columnist  for  the  Scripps-Howard  News  Service,  wrote  last 
year,  "When  native  peoples,  no  matter  how  badly  abused  by  us  in  the  past, 
seek  to  perpetrate  equally  senseless  barbarities  on  helpless  creatures,  we 
should  stand  on  principle  and  use  our  awesome  power  to  stop,  not  to  enable 
them."  She  said  she  has  received  more  than  500  e-mail  messages  of  support. 

The  eagle-gathering  is  seen  by  few  outsiders.  In  the  spring,  Hopi 
Indians  scale  steep  cliffs  in  northeastern  Arizona  in  search  of  golden 
eagle  hatchlings.  They  take  them  back  to  the  reservation  and  nurture  them. 
In  the 

Hopi  religion  the  golden  eagle  is  a messenger  between  the  tribe  and  the 
gods.  In  the  summer,  when  the  golden  eagles  are  mature,  the  birds  are 
sacrificed  to  the  gods  by  smothering  them. 

While  it  is  not  an  endangered  species,  the  golden  eagle  is  federally 
protected  because  when  it  is  young  it  resembles  the  bald  eagle,  which  is 
still  on  the  endangered  species  list.  The  Hopis  have  a federal  permit  to 
gather  up  to  40  young  eagles  a year  and  usually  take  15  or  so. 

No  one  has  done  a recent  count  of  golden  eagles  probably  because  they 
are  so  numerous,  said  Grainger  Hunt,  a wildlife  ecologist  commissioned  by 
the  Hopis  to  study  the  ceremony's  environmental  impact.  But  a 1975 
estimate  put  the  population  at  100,000  in  North  America,  Mr.  Hunt  said. 

In  May  1999  a band  of  Hopis  arrived  in  Arizona's  Wupatki  National 
Monument  and  were  told  their  federal  permit  to  gather  eaglets  did  not 
apply  to  the  wildlife  sanctuary.  The  Hopis  protested  that,  like  many 
national  parks,  the  56-square-mile  Wupatki  is  made  up  of  ancestral  Indian 
lands.  (Wupatki  is  Hopi  for  "tall  house.")  For  more  than  a year,  the  tribe 
petitioned  the  Interior  Department  to  change  its  policy,  which  it  appears 
to  be  doing. 

To  the  Hopis,  the  initial  federal  resistance  was  only  the  latest 
obstacle  to  the  ceremony.  The  Hopi  reservation  in  Arizona  sits  inside  the 
Navajo  reservation,  like  West  Berlin  in  the  East  Germany  of  the  Cold  War. 
Relations  between  the  Hopis  and  Navajos,  who  also  use  eagles  in  ceremonies 
are  prickly. 

To  perform  the  ritual,  Hopi  must  visit  golden-eagle  nests  specific  to 
their  clans.  Sometimes  the  nests  are  on  Hopi  land,  sometimes  Navajo, 
sometimes  federal.  "Some  landowners  will  let  us  on  the  land  and  others 
won't,"  said  Eugene  Kaye,  a spokesman  for  the  Hopi  tribal  government. 
"Usually  the  individuals  work  it  out.  Only  the  Park  Service  put  their  foot 
down . " 

In  the  draft  version  of  the  eagle-  gathering  rule,  the  Interior 
Department  concedes  that  its  National  Park  Service  may  "receive  requests 
from  other  tribes  for  similar  rule  changes  to  address  religious 
practices . " 

"People  love  to  make  slippery  slope  arguments,  but  governments  can  and 
do  draw  the  line  all  the  time,"  said  Robert  D.  Miller,  a law  professor  at 


Lewis  & Clark  College  who  has  written  about  Indians  and  wildlife- 
protection  laws. 

"You  cannot,  for  example,  claim  you  are  a descendant  of  Aztecs  and  that 
your  religion  requires  human  sacrifice." 

Mr.  Miller  added,  "There  are  procedures  for  establishing  your  bona 
fides."  Moreover,  majority  religious  practices  like  Catholicism  were 
sometimes  exempt  from  federal  law,  Mr.  Miller  said.  "Prohibition  didn't 
apply  to  the  sacramental  wine  of  Mass,"  he  said. 

The  eagle  issue  may  be  settled  elsewhere  than  at  the  Interior  Department. 
"This  is  an  important  and  complicated  issue,"  said  Mr.  Simon,  the  official 
at  the  National  Parks  and  Conservation  Association.  "It  belongs  properly 
in  the  hands  of  Congress  not  the  hands  of  bureaucrats  in  the  eleventh  hour 
of  an  administration." 
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Removal  of  Crow  liens  ordered 
By  LORNA  THACKERAY 
Of  The  Gazette  Staff 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  tax  liens  filed  by  the  Crow 
Tribe  against  non-Indian  businesses  on  the  Crow  Reservation  have  been 
ordered  removed  from  Big  Horn  County  records  by  County  Attorney  Christine 
Cooke . 

Cooke  said  Monday  that  she  issued  the  authorization  to  remove  the  liens 
in  light  of  a decision  last  August  by  Chief  U.S.  District  Dudge  lack 
Shanstrom  that  said  the  tribe  had  no  authority  to  collect  a 4 percent 
resort  tax  contested  by  the  businesses. 

"By  virtue  of  Dudge  Shanstrom' s order,  these  liens  are  of  no  legal 
authority;  and,  in  fact,  constitute  an  unlawful  cloud  on  the  title  of  the 
various  owners  against  whose  property  the  liens  were  filed,"  Cooke  wrote 
in  a letter  to  Big  Horn  County  Clerk  and  Recorder  Cyndy  Maxwell. 

Maxwell  said  Cooke's  opinion  affected  12  liens  filed  by  the  tribe  on 
various  businesses. 

"I  think  the  county  attorney  did  precisely  the  right  thing,"  said  Dim 
Torske,  the  Hardin  attorney  who  represented  many  of  the  businesses  in  the 
lawsuit,  on  Tuesday. 

Leroy  Not  Afraid,  spokesman  for  the  Crow  Tribe,  called  Cooke's  decision 
"premature."  Shanstrom 's  decision  against  the  resort  tax  is  on  appeal  at 
the  U.S.  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  he  said. 

"There  is  no  order  from  the  circuit  court  staying  Shanstrom' s judgment, 
so  it's  the  law  of  the  land  until  it's  appealed,"  Torske  said. 

The  tribe  approved  the  tax  in  1995  and  it  has  been  a source  of  conflict 
on  the  reservation  since.  The  non-Indian  businesses  refused  to  pay  and  the 
tribe  filed  notice  of  tax  liens  on  their  property  with  the  county  clerk 
and  recorder.  Those  liens  clouded  title  to  the  property,  making  it 
difficult  to  obtain  financing  for  their  operations  or  to  sell  their 
businesses . 

Although  the  tribe  is  defending  the  resort  tax  in  court,  the  tax  itself 
was  the  product  of  the  administration  of  former  Crow  Tribal  Chairman  Clara 
Nomee.  The  new  Birdinground  administration  is  still  trying  to  decide  where 
it  stands  on  the  resort  tax.  Not  Afraid  said  tribal  leaders  were 
consulting  with  their  attorneys  and  exploring  the  will  of  the  people  to 
find  the  right  solution. 

"We  are  above  all  interested  in  protecting  our  sovereignty,"  he  said. 

"We  will  come  to  a consensus  and  deliver  the  best  solution  possible  in 
regard  to  the  resort  tax  issue." 

Tribal  attorney  Sam  Painter  said  he  had  not  seen  Cooke's  order  Tuesday, 
but  would  be  looking  into  the  situation. 

According  to  Maxwell's  records,  the  12  liens  represent  about  $217,965  in 


taxes  claimed  by  the  Crow  Tribe.  Among  the  organizations  with  liens 
attached  to  their  property  was  the  non-profit  Big  Horn  County  Historical 
Society.  The  tribe  filed  a lien  for  $23,329. 

The  list  does  not  include  more  than  $200,000  worth  of  liens  filed 
against  lames  "Putt"  Thompson,  owner  of  Custer  Battlefield  Trading  Post 
near  Crow  Agency.  Maxwell  said  she  believed  those  liens  had  been  ordered 
removed  earlier,  but  other  sources  said  they  understood  that  they  remained 
in  effect  until  Cooke's  order  last  week. 

Gordon  Rose,  owner  of  Quill  Gordon  Fly  Fishers  at  Fort  Smith,  said 
Monday  that  the  liens  on  his  property  had  made  it  difficult  to  obtain 
operating  loans,  prevented  a major  expansion  of  his  lodge  and  stopped  cold 
his  plans  to  sell  his  house. 

Like  most  seasonal-business  operators.  Rose  said,  he  relies  on  operating 
loans  to  get  through  the  year.  But  with  the  liens  on  his  collateral,  banks 
were  more  wary  of  taking  the  risk,  he  said.  He  was  able  to  get  those  small 
operating  loans,  but  not  the  big  one  needed  to  expand  the  lodge. 

"The  liens  been  on  for  five  years  now,"  he  said.  "I  was  trying  to  sell 
my  house,  but  that  was  an  impossibility.  They  slapped  a lien  on  the  house 
as  well . " 

County  records  show  the  amount  of  the  lien  at  $12,780. 
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Looted  artifacts  lead  to  call  for  tougher  laws 

A Paiute  leader  says  the  sentence  handed  a pot  hunter  shows  that  stronger 
sanctions  are  needed 
Tuesday,  November  21,  2000 

By  Steve  Lundgren,  Correspondent,  The  Oregonian 

Minerva  Soucie,  elder  of  the  Burns  Paiute  Tribe,  was  pleased  with  the 
conviction  of  a Burns  man  for  looting  archaeological  sites  on  the  Malheur 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  but  she  says  federal  laws  need  to  be 
strengthened  to  prevent  future  acts. 

"They  get  their  hands  slapped,  and  then  they're  out  there  collecting 
again,"  Soucie  said. 

On  Oct.  31,  William  Dean  laques,  53,  was  sentenced  in  U.S.  District 
Court  in  Eugene  to  serve  six  months  in  a work-release  program  and  five 
years  of  federal  probation.  In  addition,  ludge  Michael  Hogan  ordered 
laques  not  to  hunt  artifacts  on  public  or  private  land,  or  enter  the 
Malheur  refuge  for  five  years.  He  also  was  ordered  to  pay  $803.86  in 
restitution  to  the  refuge. 

While  that  may  not  sound  like  a slap  on  the  hand,  laques'  history  of 
illegal  artifact  collecting  goes  back  more  than  20  years. 

In  1983,  he  was  the  first  person  in  the  country  to  be  charged  under  the 
federal  Archaeological  Resources  Protection  Act  of  1979,  called  ARPA.  That 
law  prohibits  artifact  collecting  on  public  property. 

Federal  law  enforcement  agents  think  laques  has  continued  artifact 
collecting,  although  until  this  conviction  they  hadn't  been  able  to  prove 
it . 

"We  believe  he  sells  (artifacts),  but  I can't  prove  it  in  a court  of  law, 
" said  Pete  Revak,  a law  enforcement  officer  with  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service. 

Caught  on  videotape 

Federal  agents  arrested  laques  on  May  10,  1999,  after  employees  at  the 
Malheur  National  Wildlife  Refuge  observed  and  videotaped  him  digging  for 
artifacts,  Revak  said.  Prior  to  that,  refuge  employees  had  seen  him  on  the 
refuge  and  suspected  he  was  artifact  hunting,  said  leff  Kent,  the  U.S. 
attorney  who  prosecuted  laques. 

laques,  reached  by  telephone,  denies  doing  anything  wrong.  "I  wasn't 
doing  nothing,"  laques  said.  "I  was  surface  hunting  arrowheads.  I wasn't 
digging.  That's  all  I've  got  to  say.  " laques  then  hung  up. 

laques  also  was  charged  with  being  a felon  in  possession  of  a firearm  in 
the  1999  arrest,  but  that  charge  was  dropped  during  plea  negotiations.  The 
court,  however,  confiscated  a .22-caliber  target  pistol  laques  had  with 
him  at  the  time  of  the  arrest.  Kent  said  the  weapons  charge  was  dropped  in 


plea  bargaining  to  ensure  a conviction  on  the  artifact  collecting  charge 
because  of  laques  history. 

"He  had  been  viewed  for  a long  time  as  such  a serious  pot  hunter  in  that 
area  that  we  felt  the  consequences  of  (the  ARPA)  charge  would  be  more 
serious  than  under  the  other  charge/'  Kent  said. 

laques  pleaded  guilty  in  lune  to  a felony  charge  of  removing  or  damaging 
archaeological  resources  without  a permit.  He  will  serve  the  six-month 
sentence  at  the  Deschutes  County  lail  in  Bend,  where  he  will  be  in  custody 
except  during  working  hours,  according  to  Lucinda  Palmer,  a federal 
probation  officer. 

Charge  reduced 

The  1983  charge  was  reduced  to  misdemeanor  destruction  of  government 
property,  and  laques  was  sentenced  to  30  days  in  jail  and  three  years 
probation . 

laques'  recent  conviction  pleases  law  enforcement  officials  both  because 
of  his  record  and  because  such  convictions  are  difficult  to  get.  While 
artifact  hunting  is  a big  problem  on  the  refuge,  law  enforcement  officers 
almost  have  to  catch  a person  in  the  act  to  get  a felony  conviction,  Revak 
said.  Kent  said  ARPA  has  exceptions  that  make  it  legal  for  people  to  hunt 
for  archeological  artifacts  without  a permit  on  private  land. 

Soucie  said  cases  such  as  the  one  involving  laques  argue  for 
strengthening  ARPA. 

The  area  where  laques  was  caught  digging  has  yielded  artifacts  as  old  as 
9,000  years  to  as  recent  as  200  years,  said  Soucie,  a tribal  elder  and 
education  specialist  for  the  Burns  Paiute  Reservation  north  of  Burns. 

"That  was  one  of  our  main  camping  areas  in  the  winters,"  Soucie  said. 

"We  camped  around  the  lakes."  While  illegal  artifact  hunting  disrupts  the 
context  of  archaeological  sites  for  future  study,  Soucie  said  her  tribe's 
concerns  run  much  deeper. 

"What  we  want  to  stress  is  that  Indian  people  are  buried  with  things 
that  may  be  treasures.  They  may  be  things  that  were  close  to  them,"  Soucie 
said.  "We  believe  that  these  things  are  to  go  with  them  into  the  afterlife 
and  when  these  things  are  disturbed  . . . that  interrupts  the  cycle  into 
the  afterlife." 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 


Nov  22,  2000 

Maine  tribes  cool  contempt  crisis  with  appeals 
By  lames  Adams 
Today  staff 

AUBURN,  Maine  - Worried  an  escalating  crisis  over  contempt  of  court 
charges  could  lead  to  violence,  three  Maine  tribal  councils  decided  to 
save  their  governors  from  a one-year  jail  term  and  appeal  to  the  Maine 
Supreme  Court. 

The  contempt  ruling  was  sought  by  three  of  the  country's  largest  paper 
companies  in  a suit  for  access  to  tribal  documents,  but  it  is  part  of  a 
broader  struggle  over  the  pollution  of  tribal  rivers. 

Tribal  officials  say  they  feared  they  might  compromise  their  sovereignty 
by  staying  within  the  state  court  system,  their  attorney  Kaighn  Smith  Ir. 
said.  They  were  more  afraid  state  attempts  to  enforce  the  contempt  ruling 
could  lead  to  inflamed  passions,  "and  even  gun  battles." 

Along  with  the  state  appeal.  Smith  said  the  tribes  are  petitioning  the  U 
S.  First  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  to  take  over  the  case,  which  raises 
major  issues  of  tribal  sovereignty. 

The  ruling,  obtained  Nov.  9 , applied  to  Richard  M.  Doyle  of  the 
Pleasant  Point  Passamaquoddy  Reservation,  Richard  Stevens  of  the 
Passamaquoddy  Indian  Township  Reservation,  and  Barry  Dana,  who  was 
inaugurated  as  governor  of  the  Penobscot  Nation  just  a week  earlier. 

"I'm  not  sure  being  a martyr  is  going  to  do  anything  here,"  said  Dana, 
announcing  the  appeal  to  a crowd  in  front  of  the  state  courthouse  at  the 
deadline  for  turning  himself  in. 

The  governors  had  until  9 a.m.  Nov.  13  to  report  to  the  county  jail, 
surrender  tribal  documents  to  the  paper  companies  or  appeal  the  ruling. 

But  Dana  turned  attention  to  the  broader  issue  by  holding  up  a bottle  of 


water  from  the  Penobscot  River. 

"We  have  a right  to  say  what  goes  into  our  rivers/'  he  said. 

"The  paper  companies  have  been  polluting  this  river  for  well  over  100 
years.  Their  latest  attempt  is  not  to  get  documents.  It's  to  have  the 
continued  right  to  pollute  that  river." 

The  case  is  basically  a struggle  by  the  Penobscot  and  Passamaquoddy 
tribes  of  northern  Maine  to  control  pollution  of  their  rivers  by  upstream 
towns  and  paper  mills,  agree  spokesmen  for  both  tribes  and  paper  companies. 

But  the  protracted  court  battle  flared  into  a dangerous  confrontation 
when  a state  judge  issued  a contempt  ruling  over  the  side  issue  of  the 
document  request. 

The  paper  companies  demanded  access  to  tribal  records  on  water  quality 
enforcement  under  Maine's  Freedom  of  Access  Law.  The  tribes  refused  to 
comply,  stating  that  the  law  didn't  apply  to  internal  tribal  matters. 

Although  a contempt  ruling  seemed  certain,  both  sides  said  they  were 
surprised  by  the  severity  of  the  punishment  ordered  by  Androscoggin  County 
Superior  Court  Dudge  Robert  Crowley. 

"We  didn't  expect  it,"  said  paper  company  attorney  Matthew  Manahan.  "We 
expected  it  to  be  a little  more  gradual." 

Manahan,  of  the  Portland  law  firm  Pierce  Atwood,  brought  the  freedom  of 
access  suit  in  May  on  behalf  of  the  Georgia-Pacific  Corp.,  Great  Northern 
Paper  Inc.  and  Champion  International  Corp.  He  also  is  lead  attorney  for  a 
larger  coalition  of  28  businesses  and  municipalities  fighting  the  tribes 
over  water  quality  control. 

He  said  the  coalition  wants  the  federal  government  to  delegate  Maine 
full  authority  to  issue  pollution  licenses  under  the  Water  Quality  Act. 

At  present  Maine  towns  or  mills  discharging  waste  water  have  to  be 
licensed  by  the  U.  S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  making  it  one  of 
only  six  states  still  under  federal  control,  Manahan  said. 

The  tribes  want  the  EPA  to  continue  licensing  for  the  St.  Croix  and 
Penobscot  Rivers,  which  run  through  and  around  their  reservations.  They 
charge  that  paper  companies  have  too  much  influence  with  the  state 
government . 

"We  can't  even  eat  our  fish  any  more  because  of  the  dioxin  from  the 
mills  upriver, " said  Penobscot  tribal  member  Rick  Nicolar  Dr.  "It's  our 
way  of  life.  We've  always  eaten  fish  out  of  there." 

The  tribes  picked  up  support  last  spring  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  which  ruled  that  Maine  didn't  have  authority  to  act  for  tribal 
governments.  The  ruling  raised  another  issue  in  hot  dispute  - the  extent 
to  which  tribal  sovereignty  was  limited  by  the  federal  Maine  Indian  Claims 
Settlement  Act  of  1980. 

The  act  ended  a lawsuit  by  the  Penobscot  and  Passamaquoddy  claiming  two- 
thirds  of  the  state  by  giving  them  federal  recognition  and  $81.5  million. 
But  it  also  made  controversial  concessions  on  state  control  over  the 
tribes . 

Both  Manahan  and  Smith  home  in  on  one  sentence  stating  that  tribes 
"shall  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  obligations,  liabilities  and 
limitations  of  a municipality  of  and  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  state." 

Manahan  argues  these  words  make  the  tribes  subject  to  the  Maine  Freedom 
of  Access  Law. 

Smith  argues  that  sentence  continues,  "provided,  however,  that  internal 
tribal  matters  including  "tribal  government  shall  not  be  subject  to 
regulation  by  the  state." 

"Tribal  records,  and  pollution  control  are  clearly  internal  matters,  he 
says . 

Through  the  summer.  Smith  appealed  to  the  Federal  District  Court  in 
Maine  to  take  jurisdiction  over  the  paper  companies'  case,  he  said, 
because  it  involved  interpreting  a federal  statute.  But  the  court  turned 
him  down  three  times. 

On  Oct.  30,  facing  the  contempt  hearing  in  the  state  court,  he  went  to 
the  U.S.  First  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  Boston.  "Tribes  depend  heavily 
upon  federal  court  jurisdiction,  often  as  the  only  means  to  avoid  ongoing, 
unlawful  impositions  of  state  authority,"  he  argued. 

It  is  possible,  judging  from  deadlines  for  briefs,  that  the  federal 
court  will  be  ordered  to  step  in  before  the  Maine  Supreme  Court  hears  the 


case. 

Manahan  said  he  had  a deadline  of  Dec.  26  to  make  his  reply  argument  to 
the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals,  but  added  that  the  Maine  court  had  not  yet 
issued  a briefing  schedule. 

Dim  Adams  reports  from  the  Northeast.  E-mail  teshunka@yahoo.com. 
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Cherokee  Nation  Marshals  arrest  murder  suspect,  uncover  drug  lab 
By  Mary  Pierpoint 
Today  staff 

TAHLEQUAH,  Okla.  - Jeffery  Wayne  Leaf  has  been  arrested  by  Cherokee 
Nation  Marshals  in  connection  with  the  murder  of  Olen  Lee  Kennedy. 
Authorities  reported  that  Leaf  allegedly  shot  Kennedy  following  an 
altercation.  Officers  from  Sequoyah  County  Oklahoma  called  Cherokee 
Nation  marshals  to  the  scene  on  Oct.  27.  The  marshals  identified 
Leaf  as  the  suspect  and  began  searching  for  him  in  the  surrounding 
area,  officials  said. 

"They  found  us,  we  didn't  find  them,"  David  Roberts,  director  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Marshal  Service  said.  "They  (Leaf's  friends)  said, 

'We've  been  looking  for  you.'  Leaf  said  he  would  only  surrender  to 
Cherokee  Nation  Marshals." 

The  FBI  was  present  at  the  arrest.  "There  was  a peaceful  surrender 
to  the  ultimate  violent  situation,  solely  because  the  Cherokee 
Nation  was  the  authority  on  the  scene,"  Roberts  said. 

Leaf  is  in  federal  custody. 

"The  FBI  has  a very  strong  relationship  with  the  Cherokee  Nation 
Marshal  Service,"  Gary  Johnson,  an  agency  spokesman  said.  "We  rely 
and  appreciate  the  strong  relationship  with  the  Cherokee  Nation 
Marshal  service,  which  aids  us  greatly  in  investigating  major  crimes 
that  do  occur  on  Indian  country  lands." 

Information  supplied  by  the  Cherokee  Nation  marshals  led  the  FBI  to 
discover  a methamphetamine  lab  on  the  property  where  the  shooting 
Johnson  said  he  couldn't  comment  on  the  methamphetamine  lab  because 
the  case  was  still  under  investigation, 
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Boulder  Weekly  interviews  Leonard  Peltier 


by  Ben  Corbett  (Editorial@boulderweekly.com) 

The  Pine  Ridge  Indian  reservation  is  well-known  as  the  most  economically 
impoverished  locale  in  all  of  North  America.  Alcoholism  is  often  the  only 
resistance  to  depression.  The  area  has  among  the  highest  infant-mortality 
rates  in  the  western  hemisphere,  as  well  as  the  lowest  life  expectancy  for 
men  and  women.  Unemployment  ranges  to  75  percent.  Plumbing  is  a luxury. 
Relief,  unknown.  A shadowland  of  statistics.  America's  shame,  hidden 
behind  headlines,  today  Clinton  and  Kosovo,  then  behind  Nixon  and  Vietnam. 


In  1973-75,  Pine  Ridge  was  the  same,  except  for  having  a higher  murder 
rate  per  capita  than  any  city  in  the  United  States.  The  aggressor  was  the 
new  Oglala  Tribal  chairman,  Dick  Wilson,  a former  plumber  who  won  the 
government  puppet  seat  in  a fixed  election.  Wilson  embezzled  money 
allocated  to  traditionals,  hired  his  extended  family  to  tribal  posts,  gave 
them  enormous  salaries,  grafted  uranium-rich  lands  and  signed  them  off  to 
the  U.S.  government  for  favors.  The  depth  of  corruption  was  a vacuum.  When 
traditionals  stood  up  to  oppose  Wilson's  regime,  mysterious  deaths 
followed.  Bodies  of  traditional  Lakotas  were  turning  up  in  culverts,  in 
homes,  beaten,  shot,  mutilated,  murdered  by  Wilson's  private  army  of  GOONs, 
the  Guardians  of  the  Oglala  Nation.  The  traditional  Oglalas,  desperate, 
living  in  terror,  their  children  and  elders  bracing  every  minute  for 
drive-by  shootings  and  death,  asked  the  newly-formed  American  Indian 
Movement  for  help. 

With  its  COINTELPRO  brainchild,  I.  Edgar  Hoover's  FBI  operatives  had  a 
mission  of  quashing  all  movements  considered  subversive,  using  divide-and- 
conquer  tactics,  flooding  inner-city  neighborhoods  with  drugs,  tying  up 
movement  hands  with  false  arrests  and  trials,  and  complicity  in  cruel  and 
torturous  measures.  The  main  targets  of  their  aggressive  attacks  were  the 
Black  Panthers  and  the  American  Indian  Movement,  both  tagged  as  Commie 
groups.  In  1975,  the  FBI  funded,  participated  in,  and  armed  Dick  Wilson 
and  his  GOONs  with  high-tech  assault  weaponry,  using  Pine  Ridge  as  a 
battlefield  to  wipe  out  AIM. 

The  pressure  boiled  over  on  Dune  26,  as  two  FBI  special  agents  entered 
the  Dumping  Bull  residence,  an  AIM  nerve  center.  The  two  agents,  Coler  and 
Williams,  followed  a pick-up  driven  by  a suspect,  Dimmy  Eagle  onto  the 
compound,  where  they  parked  in  a field  surrounded  by  armed  AIM  defenders. 

To  this  day,  witnesses  insist  that  the  agents  fired  upon  AIM  first  using 
service  revolvers  and  assault  rifles  stashed  in  their  cars.  The  agents, 
outnumbered  and  outgunned,  were  both  wounded  in  the  exchange  of  fire,  and 
soon  after  executed  at  point-blank  range  by  an  unknown  assailant.  Everyone 
in  the  compound  fled,  first  the  reservation,  then  the  state.  Peltier,  like 
Sitting  Bull  before  him,  ran  to  Canada. 

Later,  Dimmy  Eagle,  Bob  Robideau,  Darrell  Butler,  and  Leonard  Peltier 
were  indicted  in  the  deaths  of  the  agents.  Dimmy  Eagle  was  acquitted. 
Robideau  and  Butler  were  acquitted  in  their  own  trial  by  reason  of  self- 
defense.  They  told  the  jury  they  had  no  idea  these  men  were  FBI  agents, 
explaining  Dick  Wilson's  "Reign  of  Terror"  on  Pine  Ridge,  the  murders,  the 
drive-by  shootings.  The  FBI  cars  were  unmarked.  Two  strangers  stormed  in 
there  and  opened  fire  on  the  AIM  encampment,  so  AIM  fired  back.  There  was 
no  evidence  linking  these  men  to  the  execution.  They  were  acquitted.  Self- 
defense.  Peltier  was  the  prosecution's  last  chance  at  a conviction.  One 
Myrtle  Poor  Bear  conveniently  came  forth,  a woman  no  one  at  Dumping  Bull 
ever  saw  or  knew,  claiming  to  be  Peltier's  girlfriend,  swearing  under  oath 
she  saw  Peltier  shoot  the  agents.  With  her  aff idavits-three  total,  all 
conflicting-the  extradition  from  Canada  was  sealed. 

And  voila!  An  AR-15  rifle  suddenly  turned  up  as  the  murder  weapon,  and  a 
mysterious  shell  casing  turned  up  in  one  of  the  dead  agent's  open  trunks. 
Even  though  there  were  several  AR-15s  at  the  Dumping  Bull  residence  that 
Dune  day,  this  one  was  Peltier's.  How  could  they  prove  it  was  Peltier's? 
There  were  no  fingerprints  on  the  AR-15  because  the  rifle  had  been  melted 
and  scorched  to  cinders  in  a car  fire  in  Kansas,  3,000  miles  away  from 
Peltier's  hiding  place.  So  the  government  prosecutors  linked  the  casing 
with  the  rifle  through  a nebulous  firing-pin  test.  But  how  to  link  these 
grains  of  evidence  with  Peltier?  At  face  value,  Peltier  should  have  been 
acquitted  for  the  mere  reason  that  they  couldn't  put  the  rifle  in  his 
hands  during  the  firefight.  There  was  no  evidence  that  linked  him  to  the 
rifle,  if  indeed  it  was  even  the  weapon  used  to  kill  the  agents.  However, 
with  a blatant  manipulation  of  justice,  the  government  linked  the  weapon 
to  Peltier.  How  they  did  this  in  a court  of  law  is  baffling.  Anyone  can 
look  into  the  record  and  see  that  it's  impossible.  To  this  day,  Peltier 
was  proven  no  more  guilty  than  Robideau  or  Butler  of  the  deaths  of  the 
agents.  He  was  only  firing  upon  two  strangers  in  self-defense.  Yet  he's 
still  in  prison  after  24  years. 

Leonard  Peltier  has  asked  himself  this  question  day  and  night  for  the 


past  24  yeans.  The  past  288  months.  The  past  8,760  days.  The  past  210,240 
hours.  The  past  12,614,400  minutes  that  have  been  etched  from  his  life. 


"Why?" 

The  question  hangs  in  the  dense  air  of  the  Leavenworth  Federal 
penitentiary.  It  echoes  from  the  cold,  monolithic  walls  of  concrete,  the 
dead  eyes  of  the  guards.  It  rings  from  the  forbidding  iron  doorway  of 
Leonard's  cell,  which  leads  out  to  the  larger  cage  of  the  prison 
population,  which  leads  out  to  two  rows  of  12-foot  chainlink  fence 
ribboned  in  razor  wire,  which  leads  out  to  the  governmental  cage 
imprisoning  all  American  Indians,  which  leads  out  to  the  mental  prisons  of 
the  captors,  the  walking  dead.  The  sentence  for  Leonard?  Two  consecutive 
life  terms.  The  sentence  for  American  Indians?  Two  consecutive  life  terms. 
The  sentence  of  the  sentencer,  the  United  States?  Two  consecutive  life 
terms.  The  sentence  of  humanity  for  standing  idle?  Two  consecutive  life 
terms . 

"Why?" 

The  FBI  says  it's  a national  security  measure.  They  got  their  man,  and 
they're  dead-set  on  keeping  him.  To  them,  he's  a symbol  reminding  them  of 
their  own  self-hatred.  A projected  scapegoat  for  governmental  shame.  To 
traditional  American  Indians,  Leonard  has  become  a martyr  sacrificed  to 
the  battle  for  the  freedom  of  Indigenous  peoples  around  the  globe.  A 
native  catalyst  uniting  the  struggle  in  the  continuing  war  against 
genocide.  To  Peltier?  "I'm  imprisoned  for  two  consecutive  life  terms  for 
being  Indian." 

"Why?" 

We  hope  that  Leonard's  own  words  will  answer  part  of  this  difficult 
question.  But  more  so,  we  hope  they  will  challenge  the  reader  to  ask  even 
harder  questions.  Questions  about  responsibility.  About  the  value  of 
justice.  About  the  struggle  for  rights,  Leonard's  rights,  human  rights, 
natural  rights,  our  rights.  About  the  meaning  of  "Freedom"  and  the  cost  of 
losing  it  on  any  level. 

Boulder  Weekly:  You've  had  a pretty  busy  week. 

Peltier:  Yeah,  I had  Rigoberta  Menchu  come,  which  was  a great  honor.  It 
was  a very  successful  visit.  I had  no  idea  that  the  Nobel  Prize  winners 
carried  such  weight.  A lot  of  people  pay  attention  to  her.  She  recently 
visited  the  Justice  Department  on  my  behalf.  I've  known  Rigoberta  since 
the  early  '80s  when  she  was  working  in  the  Treaty  Council.  It  was  good  to 
finally  meet  her  in  person.  I'd  only  spoken  with  her  over  the  phone.  She's 
a good  lady.  She's  suffered  a lot. 

BW:  What  kinds  of  things  did  you  discuss? 

Peltier:  They  were  wondering  what  strategy  they  could  use  to  help  get  me 
out.  Continuing  efforts  at  building  coalitions.  In  Washington,  D.C.,  after 
they  met  with  the  Justice  Department,  they  held  a press  conference  and 
over  300  national  organizations  stood  behind  her,  supporting  her  efforts 
to  free  me.  It  was  a big  plus  for  us.  A major  gain  to  try  to  unite  more 
tribes  behind  me,  getting  them  to  write  a letter  for  executive  clemency 
and  so  forth. 

BW:  How  do  you  feel  about  the  way  things  are  going? 

Peltier:  Well...  I still  can't  see  the  light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel. 
These  politicians  are  such  sleazebags  that  you  just  don't  know.  You  can't 
really  get  anything  from  a lot  of  them  once  they  get  into  power.  They 
totally  forget  about  all  their  commitments.  The  poor  people  elect  them, 
and  they  forget  about  all  the  poor  people.  When  Clinton  was  running  seven 
years  ago,  he  was  questioned  by  his  campaign  constituents,  "What  will  you 
do  for  Leonard?"  And  he  said,  "I'll  look  into  it."  And  here  it  is  seven 
years  later,  and  he  still  hasn't  done  anything.  We  know  that  the  Federal 


Pardon  Attorney  in  his  first  term  recommended  clemency.  It  went  through 
lanet  Reno's  office.  And  it's  been  sitting  in  Danet  Reno's  office  ever 
since . 

Numerous  people  have  met  with  Clinton,  and  he  knows  about  the  case.  Peter 
Matthiessen  met  with  him,  Thom  White  Wolf,  the  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  has  seen  him  several  times.  Clinton  was  on  Pine  Ridge 
last  year,  and  he  saw  some  of  my  supporters  out  there  waving  signs  for  my 
release.  But  Harold  Salway  [Oglala  Tribal  President]  told  me  that  when  he 
and  Clinton  were  by  themselves,  Clinton  asked  him,  "Who's  Leonard 
Peltier?"  So  it  doesn't  look  that  good  for  me  when  you  got  people  saying 
those  types  of  things,  ya  know? 

BW:  I know  you've  been  through  this  a thousand  times,  but  what  was  the 
pressure  like  on  Pine  Ridge  in  1975? 

Peltier:  For  24  years  now,  I've  been  speaking  about  this  continuously.  I 
can  only  answer  the  same  way  I've  always  answered.  There  was  a Reign  of 
Terror  being  committed  against  the  Oglala  people  by  their  own  tribal 
government.  We  know  now  that  an  agency  of  the  United  States  government  did 
an  investigation,  and  before  their  funding  ran  out,  they  were  able  to 
investigate  64  deaths  that  were  caused  by  Dick  Wilson's  GOON  squads. 

People  were  living  in  fear.  People  were  living  in  constant  terror.  That's 
the  way  it  was. 

BW:  What  was  the  FBI's  main  reason  for  being  there?  Who  were  they 
protecting? 

Peltier:  Special  interests-Dick  Wilson,  who  was  supporting  special 
interest  groups,  mining  companies,  government  agencies  giving  up  Indian 
land  for  minerals.  It's  a well-known  fact  the  FBI  has  always  supported  big 
business  and  big  government.  They  knew  they  were  getting  close  to  the 
completion  of  the  Termination  policy,  which  was  planned  for  1985,  and  they 
had  to  initiate  incidents  to  cause  it  to  accelerate.  Unfortunately  for 
them,  it  backfired.  The  world  turned  to  the  Oglala  with  support. 

BW:  How  did  the  American  Indian  Movement  get  involved? 

Peltier:  AIM  was  requested  by  the  traditionals  and  the  Oglala  people  on 
Pine  Ridge  to  come  in  and  support  them.  To  try  and  find  some  justice 
through  the  judiciary  system.  To  help  combat  discrimination,  poverty,  and 
the  criminal  activity  of  their  tribal  chairman.  That's  why  AIM  was  there. 
And  it  was  there  upon  request.  Nobody  in  AIM  went  there  and  imposed 
themselves . 

BW:  What  was  your  role  with  AIM  at  that  time? 

Peltier:  I was  an  assistant  to  Dennis  Banks.  A bodyguard,  if  you  want  to 
use  that  term.  I was  basically  just  one  of  the  organizers,  really.  Of 
course  we  protected  Dennis.  You  certainly  couldn't  walk  up  to  him  and 
strike  him  with  me  and  a few  other  guys  around.  We  were  security,  but  that 
wasn't  really  our  function.  Our  function  was  to  help  organize  events  on 
the  reservation. 

BW:  When  did  the  FBI  start  investigating  you? 

Peltier:  That's  hard  to  say.  I haven't  gotten  all  my  FBI  files  back  from 
the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  requests.  But  they've  known  about  me  since 
Fort  Lawton  in  Seattle  [1970].  I helped  occupy  the  Fort  Lawton  military 
base  about  a year  after  the  Alcatraz  occupation.  Those  of  us  who  were 
involved  and  arrested  had  records  kept  with  the  FBI.  I was  very  visible 
there,  and  I was  very  visible  in  helping  the  Indian  community  organize 
against  the  Vietnam  War.  There's  documentation  now  that  proves  that  I was 
being  watched  at  that  time. 


BW:  This  was  all  part  of  the  FBI  campaign  against  the  American  Indian 


Movement  at  that  time? 


Peltier:  Yeah.  But  not  just  AIM.  There  were  a lot  of  organizations  that 
were  just  as  active.  The  United  Tribes  of  All  Indians  which  I was  one  of 
the  founders  was  a very  powerful  organization.  It's  been  in  existence 
since  1970.  It's  just  that  it  didn't  take  some  of  the  actions  that  AIM  did. 
AIM  got  the  spotlight. 

BW:  After  the  1975  firefight,  why  did  they  need  to  pin  the  deaths  on  you? 

Peltier:  What  we  figured  out  during  the  trials  is  that  they  certainly 
didn't  want  to  charge  somebody  from  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation.  So  they 
tried  to  charge  somebody  that  was  considered  an  "outside  agitator/'  which 
happened  to  be  myself,  my  cousin  Bob  Robideau,  my  friend  Darrell  [Dino] 
Butler,  and  of  course  Dimmy  Eagle.  I myself,  and  my  cousin  Bob  both  have 
Lakota  blood  in  us.  We're  not  really  outsiders  either.  But  that's  the  way 
they  tried  to  portray  us.  "Here's  these  outside  agitators  from  AIM,  coming 
in  and  causing  the  deaths  of  their  agents."  So  they  indicted  us.  And  as  it 
was,  both  Darrell  and  Bob  went  to  trial  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  happened  to 
be  very  fortunate  in  having  a judge  that  really  had  respect  and  honor  for 
the  oath  he  took,  and  he  gave  them  as  fair  a trial  as  he  possibly  could. 
There  was  a lot  more  evidence  that  he  could  have  let  in,  but  he'd  seen  it 
would  have  been  too  damaging  for  the  government.  But  he  let  some  in,  and 
it  was  enough. 

The  jury  heard  it  and  said  "Oh,  wait  a minute,  something's  wrong  here. 

They  didn't  kill  these  agents."  Remember,  they  were  prosecuted  as  the 
shooters  too.  And  if  they  were  shooters,  they  did  it  in  self-defense.  The 
agents  Williams  and  Coler  were  saying  they  were  out  there  looking  for 
Dimmy  Eagle  for  kidnapping  and  robbery.  This  is  what  the  FBI  told  the 
media  and  the  world.  But  at  the  bottom,  when  the  indictment  was  found,  the 
only  thing  he  was  indicted  for  was  a misdemeanor  for  stealing  a pair  of 
cowboy  boots. 

But  what  we  think,  and  what  I believe  really  happened,  is  they  knew 
Dennis  Banks  was  gonna  be  there.  And  we  also  know  now  from  Duane  Brewer, 
who  was  one  of  the  GOON  squad  leaders,  that  they  knew  the  Dumping  Bull 
residence  was  an  AIM  stronghold.  They  had  planned  assaults  on  the  Dumping 
Bull  residence  and  another  place  in  Kyle.  They  were  all  over  the  Pine 
Ridge  reservation. 

They  were  planning-with  intelligence  from  the  FBI,  armor-piercing 
ammunition,  sophisticated  weaponry,  and  funding-to  assault  these  places. 

We  also  know  there  was  a large  mobilization  of  armored  personnel  carriers 
at  different  points  around  the  reservation  getting  ready  to  move  in. 

BW:  What  was  the  history  of  Williams  and  Coler? 

Peltier:  Well,  Williams  we  know  was  probably  obsessed  with  his  hate  for 
Indian  people,  and  especially  the  American  Indian  Movement.  He  was 
involved  in  a cover-up,  it  got  exposed,  and  it  hurt  his  record.  So  there 
was  a lot  of  vengeance  on  his  behalf.  People  don't  know  about  this,  and  of 
course  the  media  keeps  refusing  to  print  it,  portraying  him  rather  as  a 
clean-cut  American  boy.  That's  bullshit.  If  you  look  back  at  what  he  and 
[agent]  David  Price  did  at  Means-Banks  trial  in  Minneapolis,  you  will  see 
that  these  guys  helped  cover  up  a brutal  rape  and  assault  committed  by 
their  star  witness,  Louis  Moves  Camp.  They  had  taken  him  out  for  a little 
drinking  that  night.  Louie  was  a sharp-lookin'  dude.  He  picked  up  this 
girl,  and  they  slapped  him  on  the  back  and  said,  "Okay,  we'll  see  you 
tomorrow,"  and  he  takes  her  into  this  hotel  room,  and  he  beats  her  and 
rapes  her.  And  these  guys  covered  it  up. 

BW:  How  did  the  Robideau-Butler  trial  differ  from  yours? 

Peltier:  They  were  allowed  to  bring  out  a lot  of  the  stuff  about  the 
terror  and  the  killings,  all  the  poverty  and  everything  else  going  on  at 
Pine  Ridge.  And  they  were  acquitted  and  found  not-guilty  by  self-defense. 
Unfortunately  for  me,  by  powers  that  are  unknown  to  us,  someone  took  my 


case  out  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  went  shopping  for  judges.  We  know  who  it  was; 
it  was  the  Justice  Department.  But  we  don't  know  who  it  was  in  the  Justice 
Department.  Probably  the  directors.  A lot  of  judges  refused.  But  Judge 
Benson  agreed  to  work  with  the  government  and  get  a conviction. 

BW:  And  that  was  your  first  trial? 

Peltier:  That  was  my  first  trial.  I had  a jury  of  50,  60,  70-year-old 
white  American  North  Dakota  citizens,  who  had  been  raised  all  their  lives 
believing  Indians  were  all  drunks  and  lazy  and  worthless.  I just  had  to  be 
guilty,  you  know,  because  the  FBI  wouldn't  have  arrested  me  if  I weren't. 
Plus  we're  all  drunks.  That  was  my  jury  in  a nutshell.  I wasn't  allowed  to 
do  anything  in  defense.  The  government  was  allowed  to  put  in  five  weeks  of 
testimony.  They  were  able  to  create  a murder  weapon.  They  were  allowed  to 
illegally  accuse  me  of  owning  that  weapon.  And  I was  only  allowed  a day 
and  a half  of  testimony.  Everything  else  was  ruled  irrelevant.  I'd  call  a 
witness,  the  judge  would  rule  it  irrelevant.  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  was  the 
woman  they  used  to  sign  affidavits  to  extradite  me  from  Canada.  We  had 
Poor  Bear's  father  on  the  witness  list,  and  her  sister.  They  were  both 
going  to  testify  that  she  was  mentally  retarded,  that  she  was  a liar,  that 
she  was  nowhere  near  me,  and  never  did  know  me  in  her  life.  Her  sister  did 
get  up  and  testify  to  that,  without  the  presence  of  the  jury,  of  course. 
Later,  Myrtle  came  to  us  and  told  us  what  happened  to  her.  She  told  us 
that  her  life  had  been  threatened.  That  she  had  been  terrorized  by  the  U.S 
marshals  and  the  FBI  to  cooperate  with  them  and  testify  against  me. 

BW:  Were  the  same  cards  stacked  against  you  in  the  appeals  process? 

Peltier:  Their  most  critical  evidence  against  me  was  the  ballistics 
evidence.  I filed  two  appeals.  During  the  first  appeal  I filed  12 
automatic  reversible  errors-constitutional  issues.  My  case  was  heard  by 
Judge  Gibson,  Judge  Ross,  I think,  my  memory  suffers.  And...  Who  was  that 
FBI  director?  Webster.  We  didn't  know  this  at  the  time,  but  Webster  had 
already  been  asked  if  he  would  accept  the  nomination  of  the  FBI.  And  of 
course  he  said  yes. 

Then  he  was  somehow  mysteriously  appointed  to  hear  my  case.  So  he  hears 
our  oral  arguments  and  everything,  and  then  all  of  a sudden  we  find  out 
through  our  connections  in  Washington,  D.C.  that  Webster  had  been  asked 
months  prior  to  hearing  my  case  if  he  would  accept  the  FBI  nomination.  So 
we  protested  to  get  a new  hearing.  We  wanted  a whole  new  judge  panel,  but 
they  would  only  give  us  one  new  judge,  and  Judge  Webster  had  already  set 
it  up.  He  assigned  the  judge  to  replace  himself.  They  confirmed  my 
conviction  of  first-degree  murder.  They  said,  "You  are  guilty  of  first- 
degree  murder  by  the  most  critical  evidence  against  you,  which  is  the 
murder  weapon. 

BW:  This  was  the  sketchy  AR-15  burned  and  mangled  beyond  recognition  in  a 
car  fire? 

Peltier:  Yeah.  I filed  a Freedom  of  Information  Act  lawsuit  and  received 
thousands  of  documents.  In  two  of  the  documents  I found  they  had  done  a 
firing-pin  test  of  the  murder  weapon  and  it  came  out  negative.  I filed  an 
appeal.  Judge  Benson  denied  it.  So  I appealed  that  to  the  courts.  The 
courts  reversed  Benson  and  sent  it  back  demanding  an  evidentiary  hearing 
in  1984.  There  was  a firearms  expert,  Evan  Hodge,  who  had  testified 
falsely-and  this  is  a fact,  this  is  not  "accusations  by  Leonard  Peltier." 
We  proved  this  at  the  1984  trial.  He  testified  falsely  at  Bob  and  Dino's 
trial.  He  testified  falsely  through  affidavit  at  my  extradition  hearing, 
and  at  my  trial.  He  testified  that  the  weapon  was  so  severely  damaged  that 
he  could  not  perform  a firing-pin  test.  He  testified  under  oath  that  only 
himself  and  his  assistant,  Joe  Twardovsky,  had  access  to  the  ballistics 
worksheets  that  were  kept  in  a vault. 

Judge  Benson  reluctantly  granted  us  a handwriting  expert  and  dismissed 
the  case  pending  his  examination  of  the  worksheets.  So  I go  down  to  the 
holding  cell,  and  my  lawyer  says,  "We're  gonna  come  down  and  see  you  right 


away."  It  was  Kunstler,  Bruce  Ellison  and  Lew  Gurwitz.  So  anyway.  I'm 
waiting  for  them  to  come  right  down  for  three,  four  hours,  right?  I'm 
waiting  and  waiting.  So  finally  I look  out  this  little  window  and  I see  my 
lawyer,  and  he's  smiling,  giving  me  the  fist  of  power.  So  they  come  into 
the  cell  and  say,  "Here's  what  happened."  Apparently,  Crooks,  the 
prosecutor,  was  walking  down  the  hallway  with  Doe  Twardovsky  and  Evan 
Hodge.  And  he  asked  Evan  Hodge,  "Evan,  this  is  your  handwriting,  isn't 
it?"  And  Evan  says,  "No,  this  is  Doe's.  It's  yours  isn't  it.  Doe?"  And  Doe 
turns  around  and  says,  "No,  it's  yours,  isn't  it,  Evan?"  And  finally 
Crooks-this  is  Crooks'  version,  the  prosecutor-he  says,  "I  then 
interrupted  and  said,  'Well,  whose  is  it?'"  So  they  had  to  chase  the  judge 
down-the  judge  lives  in  Fargo,  and  they  transport  him  secretly,  because 
he's  so  hated,  they  figure  somebody  would  want  to  kill  him.  (Laughs)  I'm 
not  saying  by  us  Indians,  but  everybody.  There's  crackers  and  tax- 
resisters,  everybody  hates  his  guts.  Anyway,  they  don't  have  a radio  in 
his  car.  Secret  transportation  and  all.  So  they  had  to  chase  him  down 
doing  150  miles  an  hour  (laughs),  and  they  found  him  and  told  him,  "You 
gotta  come  back."  So  they  brought  him  back,  and  they  had  one  of  those 
little  meetings  together,  and  they  called  Evan  Hodge  back  to  the  stand. 

And  the  prosecutor  asked  him,  "Is  this  your  handwriting?"  And  Evan  says, 
"No,  I misspoke."  And  that's  all  he  needed  to  save  him  from  a perjury 
trial . 

So  the  hearing  was  postponed  for  10  days,  and  the  handwriting  experts  not 
only  found  one  foreign  handwriting,  but  two  others.  Three  altogether.  You 
can  look  at  them.  I've  looked  at  them,  and  I have  a pretty  good  eye  for 
stuff  like  that,  and  they  were  almost  identical.  For  five  people  to  have 
almost  identical  handwriting-the  odds  are  phenomenal!  So  you  know,  what 
that  tells  me  is  that  they  took  Hodge's  and  his  assistant's  handwriting 
and  learned  how  to  copy  them.  Even  the  marshals,  after  they  saw  this,  said, 
"They  have  to  turn  you  loose,  because  this  is  their  most  critical  evidence 
against  you."  But  Dudge  Benson  dismissed  it  by  saying  that  due  to  the  fact 
that  Evan  Hodge  returned  to  the  stand  on  his  own  free  will,  it  enhances 
his  testimony  rather  than  discredits  it.  So  therefore  his  testimony  will 
be  accepted  as  credible. 

BW:  And  you  appealed  this  decision? 

Peltier:  We  appealed  and  had  a hearing  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  during 
that  hearing,  William  Kunstler  made  a very  critical  error  on  my  behalf. 

This  is  1985,  and  Dudge  Heaney  asked,  "Didn't  Norman  Brown  (a  Navajo  AIM 
shooter  at  the  1975  firefight)  testify  that  he  had  seen  Leonard  Peltier 
down  by  the  agents'  cars?  And  if  he  did,  are  you  saying  that  he's  now 
changing  his  plea  from  not-guilty  to  self-defense?"  Kunstler  said,  "Yes, 
Norman  Brown  did  testify  to  it."  Of  course,  the  prosecution  was  overjoyed. 
They  couldn't  believe  Kunstler 's  stupidity.  And  I was  right  here  in  this 
visiting  room.  One  of  my  other  local  lawyers  brought  me  a tape  of  that 
hearing,  and  I heard  this.  I went  back  and  called  Bill.  I said,  "Bill, 
that's  an  error."  He  said,  "Well  don't  worry  about  it,  it's  nothing." 

Dudge  Heaney  told  me  that  the  reason  he  did  not  overturn  my  case  is 
because  Kunstler  said  Norman  Brown  had  testified  that  he'd  seen  me  down  by 
the  cars.  Before  he  died.  Bill  Kunstler  wrote  an  affidavit  that  he  made  a 
serious  error.  It's  a technical  error.  I'm  in  prison  the  rest  of  my  life 
because  of  a technical  error.  I'm  gonna  die  in  prison  because  of  a 
technical  error. 

BW:  Why  did  the  FBI  need  to  fabricate  the  evidence  in  the  first  place,  for 
the  first  trial? 

Peltier:  Why?  To  pull  the  entire  weight  of  the  United  States  government  to 
get  a conviction.  They  wanted  to  get  their  man.  In  1985,  the  8th  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals-on  my  second  appeal-released  a two-page  opinion.  In  this 
opinion  they  found  that  there  was  a withholding  of  exculpatory  evidence, 
which  means  there  was  evidence  which  could  have  exonerated  me  if  it  had 
not  been  withheld,  which  was  the  murder  weapon.  Perjury  by  government 
witnesses.  FBI  misconduct.  And  the  judge  erred  in  his  rulings,  which 


prevented  me  from  putting  up  a defense.  Those  are  four  constitutional 
issues.  But  because  of  political  pressure  by  the  FBI  and  their 
overwhelming  control  of  the  courts,  they  quoted  the  Bagley  decision-a 
Supreme  Court  decision  called  Bagley  (which  weighs  possibility  against 
probability) -to  deny  me  my  trial.  What's  so  ironic  about  this  and  supports 
what  I just  said  about  the  FBI's  influence  of  the  courts,  is  that  there 
was  a case  almost  identical  to  mine  just  prior  to  my  case.  They  ruled  the 
opposite.  Totally  opposite.  And  they  released  the  guy  using  the  Bagley 
decision.  Then  in  my  case,  which  was  the  next  case,  they  did  a complete 
reversal.  So  I'm  sitting  in  prison  again  on  another  technicality.  The 
courts  have  now  set  it  up  so  that  it's  impossible  for  you  to  not  only 
receive  a fair  trial,  but  they're  now  saying  you  have  to  prove  your 
innocence.  In  a case  like  mine,  how  do  you  prove  your  innocence?  It's 
impossible.  It's  set  up  in  this  country  so  that  poor  people  cannot  receive 
justice.  They  will  not  use  those  tactics  against  high-caliber  attorneys. 
Public  defenders,  they  don't  know  how  to  fight  these  types  of  things.  Poor 
people  don't  know  how  to  fight  against  this  system.  The  United  States 
government  can  indict  you  on  something,  and  now  you've  got  to  prove  your 
innocence.  And  that's  not  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  But 
that's  what's  happening  with  the  right-wing  fascist  conservative  bull 
that's  going  on  in  this  country.  People  don't  realize,  or  don't  want  to 

wake  up  and  see  what's  really  happening.  This  is  the  same  thing  that  the 

Nazi  party  did  during  their  taking  control  of  Germany.  They  started  with 

their  judiciary  system,  and  nobody  in  Germany  believed  it  could  happen 

there  either. 

BW:  Why  do  you  think  that's  happening  here? 

Peltier:  Big  business.  Control.  They  want  more  control.  More  power.  It's 
world  domination.  The  United  States  government  has  been  a very  vengeful 
government.  We  know  they've  committed  atrocities  since  the  beginning  of 
their  existence.  During  the  First  World  War,  the  Second  World  War,  Vietnam, 
Korea,  there's  numerous  massacres.  Of  course,  if  you  want  to  go  into  the 
American  Indian  history,  there's  numerous  massacres  clear  across  this 
country,  well-documented.  And  whenever  they  got  defeated  like  at  Little 
Big  Horn,  they've  wanted  vengeance  for  the  next  200  years,  and  it's  still 
going  on  with  us.  They  still  want  revenge  for  their  soldiers  getting 
killed.  It's  the  same  way  in  the  justice  system.  You'd  have  to  be  a total 
moron  not  to  believe  some  of  the  things  I'm  saying  about  their  justice 
system.  We  know  that  there's  been  numerous  scandals  going  on  in 
Philadelphia  with  the  police.  We  know  that  there's  numerous  scandals  going 
on  with  the  Los  Angeles  police.  The  Massachusetts  police.  Michigan...  I 
mean,  you  just  name  the  city,  and  we  know  the  police  have  been  setting  up 
and  sending  people  to  jail.  In  some  cases  killing  them.  What  is  so  hard  to 
believe  about  this?  Unless  you  somehow  subconsciously  believe  that  they're 
doing  right,  and  that  they  should  continue  this  war  on  poverty  and 
elimination  of  minorities  and  poor  people  in  this  country.  And  that's  what 
they're  doing.  There  are  now  two  million  people  in  prison.  Two  million. 

I've  read  some  cases  of  convictions  that  are  astonishing,  where  they've 
even  tampered  with  the  jury.  The  federal  government.  But  people  out  there, 
they're  so  brainwashed.  You've  gotta  be  a moron  to  continue  to  believe  it. 
You  see  it  right  in  front  of  you.  You  see  them  shooting  a guy  19  times. 

They  shoot  another  guy  41  times!  And  they  still  try  to  say  "Oh,  well,  they 
were  justified."  You  know  these  cops  will  get  off  lightly. 

BW:  Many  people  call  you  a political  prisoner.  Do  you  consider  yourself  a 
political  prisoner? 

Peltier:  Yeah.  Certainly.  I am  a political  prisoner.  I'm  a political 
activist.  I've  fought  in  a war  that  was  waged  against  my  people  that's 
existed  for  over  200  years.  And  I'll  continue.  I have  my  enemies.  I have 
my  enemies  both  in  and  out  of  my  people.  I have  some  of  my  own  people  that 
are  just  as  bad  as  the  enemy.  Not  all  Indian  people  are  good  people.  We've 
had  Indian  people  that  were  scouts  that  led  the  enemy  into  villages, 
killing  women  and  children.  Their  own  people. 


BW:  Do  you  feel  that  all  poor  and  minority  prisoners  are  also  political 
prisoners? 

Peltier:  Well,  I wouldn't  go  as  far  as  to  say  that,  because  some  of  those 
people  did  commit  serious  crimes.  My  idea  of  a political  prisoner  is 
someone  who  is  out  fighting  for  his  or  her  people's  rights  and  freedom  and 
is  imprisoned  for  that  alone.  Some  people  have  different  opinions  about 
that . 

BW:  And  in  your  case,  American  Indian  nations  are  separate  nations  from 
the  United  States? 

Peltier:  Yeah,  separate  nations.  We're  fighting  nation  against  nation. 
Sovereign  against  sovereign.  But  back  to  the  other  issue,  some  people 
consider  others  who  got  a bad  deal  or  got  railroaded  into  prison  political 
prisoners.  I believe  there's  an  injustice  there.  And  I believe  it's 
political  to  some  extent...  Well  for  prosecutors  it's  a great  extent, 
because  the  more  convictions  they  get,  the  further  up  the  ladder  they 
climb.  But  I don't  believe  that  everyone's  a political  prisoner.  It's  hard 
for  me  to  call  somebody  a political  prisoner  who's  been  selling  drugs  to 
his  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  streets  and  then  got  railroaded  into 
prison.  But  if  the  guy  received  some  injustices  that  should  have  been 
corrected,  or  was  treated  unequally  in  the  justice  system,  then  he  should 
be  given  a new  trial.  I believe  that. 

BW:  Last  November  at  the  Washington,  D.C.  Peltier  rally.  Representative 
Scott  Mclnnis  (R-Colo.),  read  that  FBI-planted  letter  to  Congress.  What 
are  your  feelings  on  this? 

Peltier:  I think  the  voters  should  really  take  a look  at  the  credibility 
of  this  congressman.  If  he'll  get  up  there  and  make  these  false 
presentations  to  his  Congress,  after  taking  an  oath  to  abide  by  the 
constitution  in  fairness  and  honesty,  then  I think  they  ought  to  question 
his  convictions.  Here  he  is,  up  there  supporting  an  organization  that  just 
got  done  killing  80  people  in  Waco,  Texas.  Forty  children,  burned  them  up 
alive.  We  know  this  for  a fact  now.  And  he's  up  there  supporting  them?  I 
think  the  public  and  his  constituents  in  Colorado  ought  to  seriously  look 
at  who  this  man  really  is.  He  should  not  be  in  office.  We  just  went 
through  it  again,  when  Rigoberta  Menchu  was  at  the  Justice  Department,  and 
the  official  who  met  wit  h her  stated,  "I  do  not  know  about  the  ballistics 
I do  not  know  about  these  other  issues.  The  FBI  has  been  telling  us  the 
total  opposite  of  what  you  just  told  me."  He  was  upset  about  it,  too.  He 

said,  "Is  this  stuff  true,  what  you've  been  telling  me?"  And  Rigoberta 

said,  "Yeah,  just  look  in  the  record."  Well  this  congressman  is  either  a 

blithering  idiot,  or  he's  both  a fool  and  a blithering  idiot  for  not 

researching  what  he's  been  told  (by  the  FBI)  to  testify  before  Congress. 
Everything  that  we  present  to  these  congressmen  has  to  be  accurate.  If  it 
isn't,  it'll  turn  back  against  us.  We'll  lose  our  credibility,  our  support 
and  everything  else.  They  should  be  put  in  the  same  position. 

BW:  After  24  years,  why  is  there  a drive  to  prevent  you  from  receiving 
executive  clemency? 

Peltier:  I don't  know.  I really  don't  know.  That's  the  thing.  I do  know 
this.  Peter  Coyote,  who's  a Hollywood  actor-I've  known  Peter  since  back  in 
the  hippie  days-was  a California  delegate  for  Clinton's  presidential 
campaign  in  his  first  election.  Of  course,  Clinton  was  elected.  So  they 
called  all  these  delegates  back  to  ask  them  what  favor  they  wanted  from 
the  president  for  helping  him  get  elected.  So  Peter  Coyote  said,  "Listen, 

I want  to  speak  with  the  Attorney  General."  He  didn't  get  a meeting  with 
Janet  Reno,  but  he  got  a meeting  with  one  of  her  top  assistants.  The 
second  in  command.  So  Peter  went  down  there  to  talk  for  hours.  He  ran 
everything  down  about  this  case-he's  very  well  educated  about  my  case-and 
told  them,  "I  want  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier.  That's  my  favor."  So  the 


guy  told  Peter,  "I'll  get  back  to  you."  The  guy  left  the  meeting,  and  he 
called  Peter  back  two  weeks  later,  and  he  said,  "You  know  what,  Peter.  I'm 
gonna  be  honest  with  you.  I thought  when  you  were  telling  me  all  these 
things  about  Leonard's  case  that  you  were  some  left-wing  fanatic."  He  said, 
"I've  researched  everything  you've  said,  and  everything  you  said  is  true. 

But  unfortunately,  Leonard  Peltier  is  a very  powerful  person,  and  they 
don't  want  him  out  of  prison."  And  that's  all  I can  say. 

BW:  During  your  imprisonment,  you've  become  a symbol  representing  all 
Indigenous  people  being  oppressed  by  their  governments.  How  does  that 
feel? 

Peltier:  I hear  that...  I don't  know...  I hear  that.  It's  quite  a pedestal 
to  be  put  on.  Especially  when  you're  not  trying  or  wanting  something  like 
this  to  happen  to  you.  I just  hope  that  I'm  not  a disappointment  to  my 
people  if  I'm  ever  released.  I hope  I never  disrespect  that  honor.  I 
receive  a lot  of  letters  from  people-in  the  Boulder  area  in  fact.  Some 
Indian  women  have  told  me  that  when  I'm  released,  they're  already  setting 
up  organizations,  and  they're  gonna  make  me  "Chief  of  Chiefs."  (Laughs) 

You  know,  it's  quite  an  honor.  But  I don't  feel  any  different  than  the 
Leonard  Peltier  that  came  in  here  24  years  ago.  I don't  act  any  different. 
And  I hope  I can  continue  to  say  that  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  I hope  that 
the  status  they've  given  me  will  be  a benefit  to  my  people.  Otherwise  it 
wasn't  worth  it. 

On  February  18,  UNESCO  Goodwill  Ambassador  and  Mayan  Nobel  Prize 
Laureate,  Rigoberta  Menchu,  visited  Leonard  Peltier  along  with  Curt 
Goering  of  Amnesty  International,  which  has  until  recently  stayed 
uninvolved  in  Peltier's  case.  Menchu  and  Goering  are  only  two  of  many 
visiting  Leonard  in  the  biggest  push  for  Leonard's  release  to  date.  On 
lanuary  20,  Phil  Fontaine,  Canada's  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations, 
also  visited  Peltier  to  unite  Natives  from  both  countries  in  the  struggle. 
Last  November,  in  wake  of  the  publication  of  Leonard's  book  Prison 
Writings:  My  life  is  my  Sun  Dance,  American  Indian  leaders  descended  on 
Washington,  D.C.  to  voice  their  opposition  to  the  illegal  incarceration  of 
Peltier,  considered  a political  prisoner  by  a growing  force  of  global 
Indigenous  rights  activists.  During  the  month-long  rally,  Katherine  Porter, 
wife  of  Congressman  lohn  Porter,  delivered  35  million  signatures  of 
petition  demanding  immediate  executive  clemency  for  Peltier.  To  squelch 
the  widening  effort  for  Peltier's  freedom,  during  the  November  event,  the 
FBI  placed  ads  in  the  Washington  Post  and  other  national  media,  denouncing 
Peltier  as  a cold-blooded  killer,  guilty  as  charged.  U.S.  Rep.  Scott 
Mclnnis,  R-Colo.,  also  anointed  himself  in  blood,  reading  the  FBI  dispatch 
word  for  word  before  Congress,  charging  Peltier  as  "a  violent  man  with  a 
violent  past...  Leonard  Peltier  is  a murderer  without  compassion  or 
feeling  towards  his  fellow  man." 
c.  1999  Boulder  Weekly.  All  Rights  Reserved, 
http: //www. egroups . com/group/nativetalk 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  20  November  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66049 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Suggestion:  The  holidays  are  upon  us.  I don't  know  about  state  prison 
systems,  but  I do  know  the  federal  system  transfers  prisoners  periodically 
to  prevent  strong  relationships  from  forming.  Because  such  transfers  move 
prisoners  many  miles  from  their  families  and  traditional  communities  (who 
rarely  have  resources  that  permit  visiting),  and  the  moves  do  achieve  their 
purpose  of  preventing  longstanding  friendships  inside,  our  Native  prisoners 
are  more  isolated  than  most.  I realize  many  of  you  don't  have  time  to  enter 
into  long  exchanges,  but  many  of  us  ARE  sending  out  holiday  greeting  cards 
anyway.  If  you  have  a few  left  over,  how  about  scribbling  a few  encouraging 
words  and  sending  them  off  to  some  of  the  prisoners? 

From  my  mail  pouch  this  week  comes  this  letter  from  3ohn  Leroy  Spring,  who 
is  in  a Colorodo  Iron  House. 

My  real  name  is  John  LeRoy  Means,  and  through  the  inipi  and  affiliation  I 
was  born  into  the  Lakota  way  of  life. 

A good  friend  of  our  circle  here  talked  with  your  husband  on  teh  internet 
and  he  said  that  I could  write  to  either  one  of  you  concerning  your  Native 
Prisoner  Penpals  list.  He  said  that  you  actually  administered  the  list  so  I 
thought  that  it  would  be  best  to  write  you. 

Can  you  please  provide  us  with  the  information  that  we  need  for  you  to 
place  our  names  on  your  list? 

Do  your  husband  and  you  help  out  prisoners  in  any  other  way?  I have  not 

been  able  to  see  your  web  site  and  am  just  going  on  what  my  friend  told  me. 

I do  not  know  information  you  would  need.  I am  45  years  old,  divorced, 
home  state  is  Iowa,  I walk  the  Red  Road.  Spring  is  an  AKA  name  that  I am 

stuck  with  as  long  as  I am  in  the  Colorodo  iron  house. 

Really  thank  you  for  your  time  and  any  help  that  you  can  give  us.  We  will 
be  very  much  looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

May  the  Great  Spirit  Bless  and  Protect  your  loved  ones  and  you. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin, 

John  LeRoy  Spring 
#53027  CH-4-B 
Box  1000  AVCP 
Crowley,  CO  81034 

There  are  some  good  questions  here,  so  I thought  I'd  answer  them  so  that 
readers  who  know  other  Native  people  in  the  iron  houses  could  tell  them  how 
to  get  onto  the  list  or  submit  their  names  for  them. 

It  doesn't  matter  whether  you  write  to  me  or  to  Gary,  as  eventually  both 
of  us  are  going  to  read  it  (although  do  be  aware  that  all  prison  mail  gets 
handed  to  me  to  transcribe  anyway).  We  don't  insist  that  the  inmate  write 
us  personally.  In  fact,  most  often,  inmates'  information  comes  to  us  from 
relatives  or  friends  on  the  outside. 

All  we  really  need  is  a name  and  an  address.  It's  nice  to  know  the  tribe 
and  a little  bit  about  the  prisoner  so  the  writers  have  a better  idea  who 
they  are  writing  to.  Age,  home  state,  and  marital  status  is  nice.  A bit 
about  traditional  inclination  might  be  helpful,  but  that's  pretty  personal 
information  to  be  passing  out  to  the  world. 

About  us  - Gary  and  I do  work  with  prisoners  in  Georgia.  We  are 
volunteers  at  the  USP  Atlanta,  working  with  a diverse  group  of  Native 
Americans  there  to  help  support  their  spiritual  pursuits, 
lanet  Smith 
Owlstar  Trading  Post 
http : //www . owlstar . com 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 


http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 
Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 
Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 
communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 
incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 
and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten. 
Janet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640499,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

— "RE:  History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Nov  2000  08:33:40  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis(3epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  Carlisle  - Indian  Helper,  October  7,  1887 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA. 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  7,  1887  NO.  9 


THE  CHILD'S  MISSION. 


You  have  a mission,  little  one. 
Though  your  life  is  just  begun; 

For  there's  work  for  all  to  do. 

In  the  world  we  are  passing  through. 

You  may  be  like  angels  here. 

Making  sorrow  disappear; 

Winning  crowns  that  shall  be  given 
To  the  faithful  ones  in  heaven. 

From  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 

Every  precious  moment  save; 

Fill  your  life  with  deeds  of  love  -- 
Treasure  bright  for  you  above. 

- [Selected . 


REV.  PETER  OWAHA  MATTHEWS 
SPEAKS  TO  OUR  SCHOOL. 


Rev.  Matthews  is  a full  Indian,  and  tells  his  own  story  in  a most 
eloquent  and  interesting  manner.  We  wish  we  were  able  to  give  in  full 
and  in  the  exact  words  all  of  his  address  so  attentively  listened  to  on 
Tuesday  evening  of  this  week,  but  have  space  only  for  a few  of  the 
leading  points  and  illustrations: 

When  Mr.  Matthews  arose  and  stood  before  the  upturned,  intelligent 
faces  of  the  color  of  his  own,  he  began  with  the  remark  that  it  was 
nothing  new  for  him  to  speak  to  boys  and  girls.  He  had  been  accustomed 
to  address  large  gatherings  of  people,  but  never  under  the  "same 
conditions  as  is  presented  here  tonight:" 

"As  I look  at  your  faces  which  speak  louder  than  words  I am  deeply 
impressed . " 

Mr.  Matthews  said  his  talk  would  be  like  a scrap-book,  which  is  made 
up  of  odds  and  ends  of  printed  matter.  His  life  was  varied  in  the  same 
way.  When  but  four  years  of  age  having  left  his  tribe,  in  Southern 
California,  "I  never  got  into  the  fashion  of  painting  my  face,  and 
wearing  a blanket,  with  U.S.I.D.  on  the  back. 

He  was  adopted  by  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Matthews.  He  retains 
part  of  his  original  Indian  name  to  this  day.  He  did  not  go  to  school 
in  his  early  life,  hence  the  ladder  he  has  had  to  climb  was  not  an  easy 
one,  but  by  using  "these  eyes  of  mine,  these  ears  of  mine,  these  feet  of 
mine,  these  hands  of  mine,  I have  been  able  to  climb  where  I now  stand 
which  is  not  high,"  and  then  he  dwelt  upon  the  neccessity  of  using  every 
faculty  we  possess,  in  doing  so,  we  will  get  up,  and  keep  the  ladder  in 
such  a position  that  others  may  climb. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Matthews  left  California  by  steamer,  crossed  the  isthmus 
of  Panama,  and  went  to  New  York.  From  New  York  went  to  Virginia.  He 
travelled  all  that  distance  to  get  his  A.B.C's  and  he  *did*  get  them. 

His  first  teacher  was  a lady. 

In  1858  he  went  to  Iowa  and  worked  on  a farm  until  1862  where  he 
enlisted  as  a soldier,  packed  his  knapsack,  canteen  and  haversack, 
through  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Texas,  Indian  Territory,  etc., 
was  engaged  in  several  battles  in  which  near  and  dear  friends  were 
killed  at  his  side,  and  passed  through  many  severe  hadships.  On  one 
occasion  he  marched  seven  days  with  nothing  to  eat  but  sugar  and  coffeee 
and  a little  corn  he  stole  from  the  mules.  He  passed  through  the  green 
scum  on  the  water. 

His  pay  which  was  $13  a month  for  part  of  the  time  and  $16  later  one, 
he  sent  home  to  his  foster-father  and  the  money  was  put  in  bank,  and 
when  done  with  his  eventful  army  life  he  took  his  saved  up  earnings  and 
started  to  school.  His  money  did  not  last  long,  but  he  had  ambition. 

The  man  who  raised  him  said,  "I  will  give  you  money.  Come  to  me." 

With  head  erect  and  fire  in  his  eye,  he  answered,  "No,  sir;  I will  not 
take  one  cent  as  long  as  I am  able  to  work  for  myself."  (Loud  applause.) 

He  found  work  on  a farm,  earned  enough  money  to  pay  his  way  still 
farther  in  school,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  when  his  money  gave  out 
again,  again  he  went  to  work,  "thus  I kept  crawling,  patiently, 
quietly.  I was  taught  in  the  army  never  to  retreat,  and  I did  not.  A 
boy  who  is  shot  in  the  back  when  the 
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after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-Man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


The  INDIAN  HELPER  is  paid  for  in  advance,  so  do  not  hesitate  to  take 
the  paper  from  the  Post  Office,  for  fear  a bill  will  be  presented. 


It  is  not  what  we  intend,  but  what  we  do  that  makes  us  useful. 


It  is  not  what  we  read,  but  what  we  remember  that  makes  us  wise. 


Paste  this  in  your  hat. 

Be  on  time. 

Be  polite  to  every  one. 

Touch  not,  taste  not  intoxicating  drinks. 
Pay  as  you  go,  do  not  borrow. 

Use  your  leisure  time  for  improvement. 


It  is  a pleasure  to  see  the  boys  so  eager  for  the  papers  that  are  sent 
down  from  the  printing  office.  There  is  a great  deal  of  good,  fresh 
reading  matter  in  them  and  we  hope  the  boys  do  not  skim  them  over 
hastily  and  pick  out  only  the  light  stuff.  Read  the  solid  parts  too, 
and  after  finishing  a good  article  try  to  tell  some  one  or  even  yourself 
all  about  it,  then  you  will  find  out  how  much  you  remember.  It  is  of  no 
use  to  read  if  you  do  not  remember. 


We  don't  believe  our  boys  and  girls  care  one  cent  whether  Indian  or 
English  is  taught  in  Indian  Schools.  We  haven't  heard  a word  from  last 
week's  offer.  Maybe  something  will  come  yet.  It  is  very  stupid  not  to 
have  any  thought  upon  the  subject.  We  would  be  glad  to  receive  500 
letters  saying  "Let  us  have  Indian  taught  in  Indian  schools,"  or  "Let  us 
have  only  English  taught  in  Indian  schools."  Write  what  you  think,  and 
send  it  addressed  to  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  PA.  Boys  on  the  ground 
may  give  their  communications  to  Dennison  Wheelock.  The  girls  may  hand 
their  papers  to  Miss  Burgess. 

The  girls  have  organized  their  Literary  Society  for  the  year,  and 
elected  Lily  Wind  as  President;  Nellie  Robertson  as  Vice  President;  Lily 
Cornelius,  as  Secretary;  Dessie  Prescott,  as  Treasurer;  and  Dulia  Powlas 
as  Marshall. 


The  Indian  Union  Debating  Club  held  a meeting  last  Friday  night,  the 
first  this  year.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  President, 
Richard  Davis;  Vice  President,  Kish  Hawkins;  Secretary,  Carl  Lieder; 
Treasurer  Harry  Raven;  Reporter,  Samuel  Townsend;  Marshall  Frank  Lock. 


We  have  an  interesting  communication  from  Carlos  Montezuma,  an 
educated  Apache  Indian,  graduate  of  the  Illinois  State  University  and 
now  student  in  the  Chicago  Medical  College.  Mr.  Montezuma's  many 
friends  at  our  school  are  always  pleased  to  hear  from  him.  The  article 
will  be  printed  next  week. 


The  Indian  boys  out  at  the  Educational  Home,  at  Forty-ninth  Street  and 
Greenway  Avenue,  play  a very  fair  game  of  ball.  They  yesterday  won  the 
third  and  deciding  game  from  the  I.P  Smith  Club  by  a score  of  11  to  5. 
Lewis,  the  manager  of  the  club,  is  the  only  white  man  on  the  nine.  The 
second  baseman  and  catcher  are  Chippewa  Indians.  The  others  are  Sioux. 
Old  Eagle,  the  pitcher,  was  in  great  form  yesterday,  striking  out  twelve 
men.  -[Phila.  Record,  Oct.  2. 


It  would  not  conduce  to  our  happiness  to  have  all  we  long  for. 


The  act  of  wishing  and  hoping  is  a stimulus  to  exertion. 

The  most  miserable  person  on  earth  is  the  one  who  has  all  he  wants. 

He  has  no  reason  for  doing  anything  more. 

It  is  said  that  the  great  Sculptor  Thorwaldson  settled  into  a deep 
melancholy  after  his  statue  of  Christ  was  completed.  He  had  reached  the 
end  of  ideals  and  could  do  nothing  better.  His  work  was  done. 

Longing  makes  us  work  and  thus  we  are  happy.  The  first  work  we  do  is 
unsatisfactory;  we  do  it  again  and  again  - each  time  better. 

Could  we  reach  perfection,  so  that  we  could  never  do  again  as  well  as 
we  did  before  we  should  be  miserable. 


If  you  do  not  get  your  INDIAN  HELPER,  speak  to  Dennison  Wheelock.  He 
will  find  out  the  trouble  and  make  it  right  if  possible. 
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Read  more! 

Study  harder! 

Take  plenty  of  exercise! 

The  weather  is  sublime. 

Is  a hamlet  a little  ham? 

Leaf-sweeping  has  begun. 

What  book  are  you  reading  now? 

Getting  pretty  cool  for  straw  hats,  eh? 

Why  can't  the  girls  have  a reading  room  and  library? 


The  October  *Morning  Star*  will  be  out  in  a few  days. 


The  gymnasium  is  showing  up  better  and  better  every  day. 


Mr.  Morrett,  our  new  shoemaker,  called  and  subscribed  for  the  HELPER. 


The  whole  school  went  to  the  fair  Saturday  afternoon  and  saw  the 
balloon  ascension. 


The  second  story  of  the  Little  Boys'  Quarters  is  going  up  rapidly. 


The  Man-on-the-band-stand  would  like  to  see  all  our  workers  present  at 
morning  services. 


Some  of  the  boys  think  Stailey  ought  to  learn  short-hand  for  he  writes 
such  long  home  letters. 


lohnnie  says  next  exhibition  will  be  the  very  best  of  all.  He  and 
Ambrose  are  going  to  speak. 


Miss  Ely  is  away  on  a month's  leave.  She  will  spend  most  of  the  time 
among  friends  in  Bucks  county. 


That  was  a bright  little  Apache  who,  the  other  day,  not  knowing,  how 
to  ask  for  thread  said  "Please  give  me  needle-string." 


There  are  a few  people  in  the  world  who  love  to  be  called  Grandma, 
even  though  their  prospects  are  poor  for  ever  becoming  a real  one. 


We  run  nearly  2000  papers  an  hour  with  our  new  strap  wheel,  but  it 
takes  a pretty  smart  boy  to  feed  press  that  fast  with  full  form  work. 


There  were  about  100  Bucks  Countians  at  our  school  this  week.  A 
friend,  in  the  party  gave  $5.00  to  buy  Library  books,  for  which  the 
reading  boys  are  very  grateful. 

lack  says  he  likes  to  play  croquet,  but  he  is  willing  to  let  the  young 
ladies  use  the  mallets  first. 


Eustace  Pelone  sent  in  a club  of  sixteen  subscribers.  Wonder  which 
one  of  the  farm  boys  can  do  as  well. 


Our  choir  is  first  class  again,  since  school  opened  and  several  of  the 
good  singers  are  back  from  the  country. 


The  big  cistern  doesn't  look  quite  so  large  since  the  mason  work 
began,  but  it  is  an  immense  hole  in  the  ground,  still. 


It  is  just  a little  mean  to  borrow  another  person's  HELPER  to  read 
when  you  can  get  it  a whole  year  yourself  for  only  ten  cents. 


BORN:  To  Huldah  and  Arnold  Kinshone,  a daughter,  on  Wednesday 
afternoon.  They  are  one  of  the  married  couples  who  came  from  Ft.  Marion 
Fla,  last  spring. 


The  change  in  the  market  hour  from  four  o'clock  A.M.  to  nine  o'clock 
is  agreeable  to  those  of  our  company  who  are  obliged  to  buy  food. 


A pupil  in  No.  10  was  asked  where  the  English  first  settled  in  this 
country,  and  the  answer  came,  "In  the  southern  part  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean?" 


The  following  pupils  returned  from  farms  this  week:  Harry  Shirley, 
Robt.  Penn,  loel  Archiquette,  Stacy  Matlock  and  Stephen  Smith.  Laban 
Locojim  went  out. 


The  Man-on-the-band-stand  had  to  laugh  at  one  or  two  mistakes  the 
printers  and  proofreaders  made  last  week.  "Pale"  for  "pail"  was  one. 
Washed  some  clothing  in  a tin  pale.  Ha!  Ha!  Ha!  Ha!  Ha! 


Little  8-year-old  Harry  Scott  of  town  is  the  best  singer  of  his  age  we 
ever  heard,  and  the  printers  are  very  much  obliged  for  the  few  minutes 
enteratinment  given  in  the  printing  office  one  day  this  week. 


The  Y.M.C.A.  officers  elected  two  weeks  ago  are  as  follows: 
President,  Luke  Phillips;  Vice-President,  Charles  Wheelock;  Recording 
Secretary,  Samuel  Townsend;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Richard  Davis; 
Treasurer,  loel  Tyndall. 


The  sixth  of  October,  the  long  journey  over,  we  came  to  Carlisle  just 
eight  years  ago.  On  the  sixth  of  October,  1879,  the  Carlisle  school 
began.  Where  was  our  anniversary,  this  week? 
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enemy  is  in  front,  ought  to  be  shot.  Shields  were  made  for  the  front  of 
a person,  not  to  wear  upon  the  back." 

Here  Mr.  Matthews  directed  his  attention  to  the  girls  present,  saying 
that  they  too  had  a hard  battle  to  fight.  The  great  trouble  with  the 
Indian  girls  is  they  cannot  open  their  mouths  wide  when  they  should. 

Mr.  Matthews  finally  started  on  a lecturing  tour  to  make  some  money. 

He  and  two  young  men  travelled  together.  One  was  advance  agent,  one 
attended  door,  and  Mr.  Matthews  did  the  lecturing.  At  the  end  of  a 
short  time,  finding  it  did  not  pay,  they  divided  the  proceeds  which  was 
but  25  cents  a piece,  and  each  started  off  on  his  own  hook. 

Mr.  Matthews  found  work  in  Illinois.  His  account  of  how  he  trudged 
along  the  road,  and  hungry  and  foot-sore,  walked  in  a farm-house  and 
asked  for  work.  How  the  dear  old  lady  of  the  house  invited  him  in,  and 
when  he  told  his  story,  how  she  sent  for  her  husband  who  was  working  in 
the  field  and  asked  him  to  employ  the  man,  and  as  he  had  no  work  for  Mr. 
Matthews,  how  he  hitched  his  horse  to  a buggy  and  drove  to  a neighbor  to 
find  employment;  the  way  he  felt  and  how  he  appreciated  their  kindness 
was  all  told  in  a most  pathetic  and  eloquent  manner,  and  elicited 
enthusiastic  applause. 

He  stayed  there  18  months  and  worked  very  hard.  "In  the  fall  of  the 
year,  I husked  corn.  My  hands  were  cracked,  and  bruised  terribly,  but 
at  night  I'd  sew  them  up  and  grease  them,  then  go  to  work  in  the 


morning. " 

Mr.  Matthews  was  offered  help  by  friends  while  working  on  that  farm, 
but  he  would  not  accept  aid. 

He  took  the  money  had  had  saved  in  the  18  months'  hard  work  and  went 
to  college.  Crowded  two  years'  study  into  one  year,  studied  hard,  slept 
not  more  than  two  or  three  hours  at  night,  and  by  taking  charge  of  the 
boarding-hall  he  earned  his  own  board  and  thus  made  his  money  reach 
farther.  He  finished  Greek,  Latin  and  German  and  all  his  other  college 
studies . 

Now  for  12  years  Mr.  Matthews  has  worked  with  the  Crows,  Bannocks  and 
Shoshones . 

He  has  had  to  fight  his  way  there  as  well  as  every  other  place  in 
life.  It  is  hard  to  make  his  pupils  understand  that  it  is  best  for  them 
to  wear  short  hair,  and  do  other  things  a civilized  person  feels  is 
necessary,  yet  they  are  making  steady  progress  in  the  right  direction. 

There  are  21  schools  on  his  reservation  taught  by  Indians.  They  have 
two  Y.M.C.A.  organizations,  which  are  doing  a good  work. 

During  his  12  years  among  the  Indians  of  the  north-west,  Mr.  Matthews 
has  taught  685  pupils,  a large  proportion  of  whom  have  been  taken  into 
the  church. 

He  spoke  very  warmly  upon  the  Indian  exhibit  in  Philadelphia's  great 
industrial  parade.  The  people  all  around  where  he  stood  to  view  the 
procession,  clapped  their  hands  and  shouted,  "Good!  Good!"  And  since 
then,  in  churches  where  he  has  spoken,  the  people  have  talked  of 
Carlisle  and  our  work,  with  interest  and  feeling.  "You  there  set  a fire 
ablaze  that  can  never  by  put  out." 

We  hope  Mr.  Matthews  will  come  to  see  us  again,  and  we  trust  that  our 
boys  will  ever  rememeber  his  strong  and  earnest  advice,  and  keep  in  mind 
the  speaker  as  an  example  of  what  any  Indian  may  become  if  he  does  not 
run  away  every  time  he  comes  to  a hard  place,  but  remains  in  the 
experiences  that  make  men  of  character  and  worth. 


Hidden  First  Names  of  our  Boys  and  Girls. 

1.  A calf  ran,  keeping  up  with  the  cow. 

2.  Don't  rage  or  get  in  a sweat. 

3.  Do  you  know  what  is  good  for  a hen?  Rye. 

4.  What  is  the  matter  with  papa?  Ulcerated  sore  throat. 

5.  Do  not  go  to  bed  late  nor  rise  late. 

6.  Should  one  say  *an*  niece  or  *a*  niece? 

7.  What!  A mob?  0,  I see  what  you  mean. 

8.  Mr.  Faber  thanked  his  daughter. 

9.  Mamma!  Rye  is  good  for  us  as  well  as  for  hens. 

10.  Real  ice  cream  is  good. 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage.) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajoe  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  6 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


At  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  is  published  monthly  an  eight-page 
quarto  of  standard  size,  called  THE  MORNING  STAR,  the  mechanical  part  of 


which  is  done  entirely  by  Indian  boys.  This  paper  is  valuable  as  a 
summary  of  information  on  Indian  matters,  and  contains  writings  by 
Indian  pupils  and  local  incidents  of  the  school.  Terms:  Fifty  cents  a 
year,  in  advance. 

Sample  copies  sent  free. 

Address,  MORNING  STAR,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

For  1,  2 and  3 subscribers  for  THE  STAR  we  give  the  same  premiums 
offered  in  Standing  Offer  for  the  HELPER. 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 

"RE : Rustywire:  Headed  Home"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Nov  2000  14:23:51  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@my-deja . com> 

Sub j : Headed  Home 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

A young  Indian  man,  a Sailor  was  bent  on  getting  home  by  Thanksgiving. 
He  had  his  duffel  bag  and  was  headed  out  from  San  Franciso  back  to  the 
rez.  It  was  raining  and  with  it  he  knew  it  would  be  snowing  in  the 
Sierras.  He  wanted  to  get  home  so  he  hit  the  road  and  began  hitchhiking 
home  heading  East. 

He  had  been  drafted  and  found  that  the  one  thing  he  missed  most  of  all 
were  dry  socks.  The  jungle  heat  and  being  continually  wet  in  the  Delta 
of  Vietnam  started  rotting  his  socks  before  they  even  got  to  his  feet. 

It  seems  that  somehow  they  knew  they  would  start  to  fall  apart  as  soon 
as  his  Mom  sent  him  some.  He  was  always  looking  for  dry  wool  socks, 
just  a good  pair  of  socks  that  could  stand  to  get  wet  all  the  time.  It 
is  funny  the  things  you  think  about  when  you  are  hitchhiking. 

He  got  a chance  for  leave  and  jumped  at  it,  a chance  to  go  home  back 
on  the  rez.  If  he  pushed  he  could  get  there  by  Thanksgiving.  The  buses 
were  full  and  there  was  no  train.  He  tried  to  get  on  standby  at  the 
base  maybe  to  catch  a flight  but  they  were  all  full.  So  he  just  got  on 
the  road  and  headed  out. 

Getting  on  the  road  he  seemed  to  walk  forever,  catching  rides  here  and 
there.  The  rides  were  not  real  long  ones  but  they  helped.  It  started  to 
get  cold  and  the  storm  clouds  ahead  held  more  snow.  He  wrapped  himself 
in  his  dark  blue  Navy  P-coat  and  continued  on,  placing  one  foot  in 
front  of  the  other.  When  you  are  walking  like  that  the  wet  slowly  sinks 
in,  the  cold  wraps  itself  around  you  and  when  the  breeze  comes  can  you 
feel  it  all  the  way  to  the  bone.  The  duffel  bag  gets  heavy  and  you 
shift  it  from  side  to  side,  this  is  how  it  is. 

You  hope  for  ride  and  take  it  anyway  you  can  get  it.  He  walked  all 
night  and  finally  caught  a ride  into  Reno.  He  got  a bite  to  eat  and 
looked  around,  the  casinos  were  calling  to  him,  but  he  kept  on  going. 

He  looked  for  a 64  Chevy,  because  in  Vietnam  all  you  talk  about  is  home 
and  getting  some  wheels  under  you  and  driving  it  around  once  you  get 
there.  He  thought  about  a convertible,  a blue  one  with  the  top  down; 
his  buddies  Top  Cat,  Circle  K,  Tom  Mix  and  Wiley  would  all  do  that  when 
they  got  back.  He  could  see  them  driving  down  the  main  drag  here  with 
the  top  down  and  their  hair  frozen  to  their  heads  because  it  was  too 
cold  and  he  laughed  at  the  thought;  but  thinking  about  it  they  would 
probably  have  done  it  anyway. 

This  was  Paiute  country.  Northern  Nevada.  Catching  a ride  with  a family 
from  Pyramid  Lake  they  fed  him  and  gave  him  a place  to  sleep  for  the 
night,  they  were  Paiutes  and  treated  him  like  he  was  one  of  the  family. 

He  slept  for  a little  bit,  getting  up  early.  The  father  gave  him  a ride 
in  the  old  52  Chevy  to  Winnemucca  and  so  he  went  on  waving  goodbye  to 


him  as  he  headed  down  the  road. 

It  was  cold  as  he  crossed  this  high  desert  and  rides  were  slow,  the 
road  was  long  and  lonely,  and  his  feet  were  cold,  but  you  just  keep 
going,  one  step  then  another  and  you  go  on.  Before  long  sunset  was 
coming  and  another  cold  night  ahead,  but  he  kept  going.  The  clothes  he 
wore  were  wet  and  dark  but  somehow  he  caught  a ride  with  a trucker  and 
got  to  sleep  a little  bit.  They  stopped  for  some  coffee  at  a greasy 
spoon.  The  trucker  was  headed  South,  so  he  prepared  to  begin  walking 
again.  The  waitress  gave  him  a little  extra  food,  she  saw  his  short 
hair,  duffel  bag  and  Navy  P-coat  and  asked  him  where  he  was  going,  he 
told  her  was  headed  home.  She  asked  him  where  that  was  and  he  said,  a 
long  ways  from  here,  a wide  spot  at  the  then  of  the  road.  He  told  it 
was  called  Where  the  Mountain  is  Split  and  the  Water  Flows  in  his 
language.  She  wondered  what  a place  like  that  looked  like.  He  said  it 
looked  like  home. 

As  he  was  leaving  she  tore  up  the  check  and  said.  Go  on  get  out  of 
here,  smiling  at  him  as  he  left.  He  walked  on  down  the  road  and  it  was 
still  snowing. 

What  comes  to  a person  as  they  walk  alone  by  themselves  so  far  from 
home.  He  thought  about  the  Mountain  rising  from  the  flat  lands,  to  the 
hills  and  Mountain  of  his  place. 

It  is  far  away  the  Four  Sacred  Mountains,  how  does  it  go,  the  words 

came  in  the  wind.  His  mind  raced  far  ahead  of  him,  thoughts  like 

lightning  to  the  tops  of  the  places  he  knoew,  he  could  see  them  clearly 
as  if  he  were  transported  on  a rainbow  to  their  peaks.  It  was  within 
this  land  he  was  born,  the  mesas,  valleys,  canyons  and  high  places. 
Tsinajinni,  to  the  East,  Dibensa  to  the  North,  he  would  slide  along 
it's  edge  headed  for  home.  Then  there  was  Doko-oslid  and  Tsodichl, 

Swift  and  far  I journey,  swift  upon  a rainbow,  look  the  places,  their 
are  holy,  I remember  them.  Home  tis  I go  let  my  feet  take  me,  now  shall 
I journey,  home  on  a rainbow,  to  Dibensa,  the  Mountain  of  the  North,  it 
lays  in  Colorado  within  it's  sight  is  my  home. 

How  did  the  old  ones  come  to  sing  this  song,  it  comes  from  ceremony, 
but  yet  they  knew  home  is  protected  within  these  mountains.  In  the 

stilness  of  early  morning  the  song  came  to  him,  and  he  sang  it  quietly 

walking  along  this  road,  it  was  the  Mountain  Song. 

Thanksgiving  day  at  home  the  family  was  up  early,  the  woman  got  up,  it 
was  his  Mom.  She  greeted  the  day,  the  early  light  of  dawn,  Hoxhogo 
Nahasdlii,  the  refrain  began,  it  was  an  offering  of  corn  pollen,  saying 
a prayer  that  all  her  children  walk  in  beauty,  that  they  were  safe  and 
protected  that  day,  that  all  that  they  found  was  good,  that  beauty 
would  surround  them  and  they  might  find  beauty  in  everything  they  did, 
that  it  would  cover  them.  She  sprinkled  it  with  her  voice  in  the  wind. 

She  took  the  thawed  turkey  and  stuffed  it  putting  in  the  oven  to  cook 
early  in  the  morning.  Her  husband  was  feeding  the  two  horses  out  in  the 
field  making  sure  they  did  not  suffer  too  much  from  the  cold  and  snow 
outside.  A little  girl  in  the  bedroom  got  up  and  walked  around  sleepy 
eyed  looking  outside  at  the  snow  falling.  She  went  back  to  her  room  and 
crawled  back  under  the  warm  covers.  This  was  a small  community  of  200 
or  so  on  the  reservation,  just  one  street  and  the  place  was  pretty 
simple. 

Old  man  Scabby  and  his  wife  Sarah  came  from  a little  ways  down  the  road 
and  brought  a pumpkin  pie.  They  were  relations,  grandparents  to  the 
little  girl.  It  was  not  just  a pie  but  the  old  fashioned  kind  that  was 
pretty  big.  Sarah  when  she  was  young  had  gone  to  the  trading  post,  a 
small  store  and  found  a baby  girl  dumped  in  the  trash  heap  by  the  store 
and  brought  her  home.  She  put  the  baby  in  the  oven  to  warm  her  up  and 
then  raised  her  as  her  own  daughter.  The  baby  girl's  mother  could  not 
take  care  of  her,  so  she  became  Sarah's.  Now  this  baby  girl  had  grown 
up  and  had  a family  of  her  own  with  a son  in  Vietnam. 

It  was  warm  inside  and  the  potatoes  were  peeled,  cut  into  little 
pieces.  The  little  girl  liked  this  because  Old  man  Scabby  would  stand 
by  the  side  of  the  stove  and  fry  up  the  potato  skins  and  she  and  him 
would  munch  on  them  while  her  mom  and  Sarah  fixed  Thanksgiving  dinner. 

The  squash  was  cooked,  and  corn  was  cooked  over  the  fire,  cranberries. 


hot  bread,  pudding  and  Indian  tea  was  made  and  everything  was  ready.  It 
was  getting  toward  three  in  the  afternoon  or  so  when  they  sat  down  to 
eat . 

The  old  man  could  see  out  the  window  facing  West.  He  saw  a lonely 
figure  of  a man  walking  down  the  road.  It  was  snowing  and  the  wind  was 
blowing.  It  was  the  kind  that  whistled.  The  snow  swirled  around  this 
outline  and  it  was  unusual  and  so  he  said,  "Look  there  is  someone  out 
there.  Who  would  be  going  anywhere  on  a day  like  this?" 

Everybody  got  up  and  looked  outside,  crowding  around  the  window  to  take 
a look.  As  they  watched  he  came  closer  and  turned  down  toward  the  house 
and  walked  up  to  it.  They  could  not  see  his  face,  but  when  he  got  to 
the  steps  they  went  to  see  who  it  was.  He  did  not  knock,  just  walked  in 
covered  with  frost.  He  stood  there  almost  frozen  with  the  snow  covering 
him.  They  gathered  around  to  look  at  this  person.  He  lifted  his 
stocking  cap  and  turned  down  his  collar.  It  was  their  son. 

Oh,  the  look  on  his  Mom's  face  and  they  all  were  surprised  to  see  him 
home  on  this  day.  How  had  he  come  home,  so  far  away  and  yet  he  was 
here.  She  reached  out  to  touch  him  as  he  knelt  down  and  swept  the  snow 
from  his  duffel  bag,  reaching  in  he  pulled  out  something,  it  was  a blue 
and  white  teddy  bear.  He  looked  at  his  little  sister  with  her  hair  in 
braids,  standing  there  with  wonder  in  her  eyes  and  he  said,  "I  came  all 
this  way  just  to  give  this  to  you,"  as  he  smiled  and  he  gave  it  her. 

They  gathered  around  him  and  they  held  him,  so  it  is  such  things  that 
soldiers,  and  sailors  when  they  come  home  it  is  glorious  when  there  is 
such  a homecoming. 

rustywire 

www . geocities . com/ rustywire 

"RE : Poem:  Prayer  for  Tonight  and  Tomorrow"  

Date:  Mon,  26  May  1997  20:53:33  -0400 
From:  "DS  Adonaset  Fort"  <adonaset@radix. net> 

Sub j : Prayer  for  tonight  and  tomorrow 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  Taino  interest  forum<TAIN0-L@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

Oyea  Tau  Natiaos,  Guatiaos 

Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  hear  the  prayers  of  your  People 
even  the  bones  of  our  ancestors  shed  tears 
for  what  has  happened  and  continues  to  happen 
to  us  as  a People. 

our  pains  and  our  sorrows  have  been  many 

we  have  left  our  blood  and  our  relatives  along  the 

many  trails  of  sorrow  that  we  have  walked. 

Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  hear  the  prayers  of  your  People 
even  the  bones  of  our  ancestors  do  not  rest  in  peace, 
they  are  removed  from  Mother 
they  are  desecrated 

grant  them  peace  oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath 

Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  hear  the  prayers  of  your  People 
you  gave  us  our  identity,  this  identity  is  being  stolen  from  us. 
children  are  taken  from  parents 
children  are  denied  knowledge. 

the  bones  of  our  ancestors  weep  for  what  is  lost. 

Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  hear  the  prayers  of  your  People 
the  time  of  cold  and  bitterness  is  slow  in  passing 
many  of  our  two-legged  and  four-legged  brothers 
suffer  greatly  - from  cold  and  the  hand  of  man 
Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  protect  your  children. 


Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  hear  the  prayers  of  your  People 
so  many  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  are  being  tested 
the  pain  and  suffering  lies  heavy  on  them 
Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  give  them  the  strength  to  endure. 

Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  hear  the  cries  of  Mother 

the  bones  she  hides  are  being  disturbed 

her  waters  poisoned 

her  air  defiled 

her  face  is  scarred 

her  children  destroyed 

Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  hear  the  cries  of  Mother. 

Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  hear  the  cries  of  your  People 

we  cry  out  in  joy  and  with  thankful  hearts  for  your  gifts 

Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  accept  our  smoke 

it  is  sent  on  the  winds  of  love  and  gratitude 

Oh  Great  Giver  of  Breath  hear  the  prayers  of  your  People 

as  we  give  thanks. 

Adonaset 

Walk  in  Harmony 

adonaset@radix.net 

"RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  - 

Date:  Mon,  20  Nov  2000  06:00:10  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  3-9 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

3 

Weave  the  pattern  of  life  into  your  every  creation. 

4 

In  simplicity,  we  can  find  the  solutions  to  our  most  complex 
riddles . 

5 

Lava  steams  and  crackles  as  it  pours  into  the  churning  ocean 
--  the  marriage  of  fire  and  water. 

6 

Let  your  dreams  fly  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind. 

7 

May  I one  day  sing  the  song  of  my  being  in  the  land  of  my 
heart's  desire. 

8 

In  the  mirror  pool,  you  will  see  reflected  your  own  spirit. 

9 

Learn  all  that  life  has  to  teach  you. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Languages  Programs"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Nov  2000  15:28:26  -0600 

From:  "Priscilla  Settee"  <Priscilla.Settee@extfc.usask.ca> 
Sub j : languages  work  info 

Hi  folks  here  is  some  information  on  programming  which  my 


office  is  involved  in. 


Canadian  Indigenous  Languages  and  Literacy  Development 
Institute  (CILLDI) 

The  University  of  Alberta  in  partnership  with  the 
Indigenous  Peoples  Program  University  of  Saskatchewan  are 
pleased  to  present  the  second  annual  Canadian  Indigenous 
Languages  and  Literacy  Institute  (CILLDI) . This  program 
provides  a unique  opportunity  to  earn  university  credit  in 
a two  week  immersion  format.  Course  offerings  include  Cree 
and  Dene  language,  basic  linguistics,  and  approaches  to 
teaching  second  languages.  Dates:  August  6-18,  2001 
Location:  TBA 

NS  105  Lee  Bl:  Cree  Language  Challenge  (for  fluent 
speakers)  (3  credits) 

NS  153  Lee  Bl:  Introduction  to  the  Structure  of  the  Cree 
Language  for  Cree  Speakers  (3  credits).  Successful 
completion  of  NS  105  required  before  taking  NS  153. 

NS  380  Lee  B2:  An  Introduction  to  Dene  Language  and  Culture 
(3  credits)  (no  prior  experience  with  the  Dene  language 
required) 

Ling  101  Lec  B2:  Introduction  to  Linguistics  I (3  credits) 

EDES  401/501  Lec  B2:  Literacy  and  Drama  in  Aboriginal 
Language  Education  (3  credits) 

Contacts 

Heather  Blair  (780)  492-4273  ext 
277  heather. blair@ualberta.ca 

Donna  Paskemin  (780)  492  2991 
paskemin@ualberta . ca 

Priscilla  Settee  (306)  966  5556 
Priscilla .Settee@usask. ca 

"RE : How  a Native  American  began  Sharing  Stories"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Nov  2000  06:00:55  PST 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy . org> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="Story  Teller" 

Ask  an  expert:  How  a Native  American  began  sharing  stories 
November  13,  2000 

Web  posted  at:  12:06  PM  EST  (1706  GMT) 

By  Lloyd  Arneach 

Question:  Why  are  you  a storyteller?  How  do  you  choose  your  stories? 
Answer:  When  my  wife  and  I lived  in  Kennesaw,  Georgia,  our  baby 
sitter  had  a Girl  Scout  troop.  She  was  trying  to  help  the  girls 
fulfill  the  requirements  for  their  Indian  lore  badge  but  discovered 
that  the  county  library  system  had  no  books  on  Indians  at  that  time. 

She  suddenly  realized  that  she  baby-sat  for  an  Indian.  So  she  asked 
me  to  help  out,  and  I talked  to  the  girls  at  their  next  meeting. 

That  evening  I received  calls  from  other  Girl  Scout  leaders  asking 
if  I would  talk  to  their  troops.  Then  a Georgia  State  University 
student  called  and  asked  if  I would  help  with  her  folklore  class 
project . 

Several  years  later,  I got  a call  from  Dr.  John  Burrison  at  Georgia 
State.  He  was  putting  together  a book  on  legends  and  wanted  to  use 


some  of  the  stories  I had  shared  with  his  student.  I agreed.  In 
early  1989,  I got  another  call  from  Burrison,  this  time  asking  me  to 
come  to  a signing  for  the  book  on  legends.  At  the  signing,  a woman 
approached  me  and  said,  "I'm  Betty  Ann  Wylie,  and  I'm  a member  of 
the  Southern  Order  of  Storytellers.  We  have  a storytelling  festival 
in  January.  Would  you  be  interested  in  telling  stories  for  us?"  And 
so  it  began. 

Unless  specific  stories  are  requested,  I don't  decide  before  an 
event  what  stories  I will  share.  Several  factors  influence  my 
decisions:  What  is  the  overall  age  of  the  audience?  Have  they  been 
studying  Native  American  culture?  Are  they  reacting  to  my  stories  or 
just  sitting  quietly?  Is  this  a required  gathering,  or  did  the 
audience  choose  to  attend? 

I have  many  stories  to  share:  the  old  stories  (myths  and  legends), 
the  1800s  (Trail  of  Tears,  Wounded  Knee,  Chief  Joseph,  Ishi), 
contemporary  Indians  (Olympic  champion  Billy  Mills,  "Dances  With 
Wolves"),  Indian-related  stories  (the  "Seagull,"  the  "Vision,"  the 
"Feather"),  personal  stories  and  more.  Time  is  a big  factor  as  well. 

At  30  minutes,  I am  just  getting  warmed  up  and  have  only  shared 
three  or  four  stories.  At  45  minutes,  I am  just  hitting  my  stride. 

An  hour  allows  me  to  share  some  special  stories.  Although  they  don't 
realize  it,  the  audience  members  tell  me  what  stories  to  share. 

Born  and  raised  on  the  Cherokee  Reservation  in  North  Carolina,  Lloyd 
Arneach  first  learned  legends  from  his  storytelling  uncles.  Lloyd 
has  written  a children's  book,  "The  Animals'  Ballgame,"  and  has 
spent  his  life  collecting  and  sharing  stories.  He  mixes  personal 
stories  with  traditional  ones  to  leave  students  with  a better 
understanding  of  Native  American  culture.  He  can  be  contacted 
through  Young  Audiences  of  Atlanta,  P.0.  Box  54226,  Atlanta,  Georgia 
30308;  404-589-0644. 

c.  2000  Cable  Student  Bureau  Network.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


Ask  an  expert:  What  can  be  learned  from  Cherokee  stories? 

November  14,  2000 

Web  posted  at:  11:47  AM  EST  (1647  GMT) 

By  Lloyd  Arneach 

Question:  What  is  unique  about  Cherokee  stories?  What  do  you  hope 
that  students  will  learn  from  them? 

Answer:  Cherokee  stories  are  unique  because  they  come  from  a culture 
that  most  of  the  modern  world  has  never  encountered.  This  is  a 
culture  that  has  been  learned  from  books  and  is  ridiculously 
portrayed  in  movies.  Unfortunately,  the  movies  have  had  a greater 
impact  on  the  public.  The  old  stories  (myths)  span  a wide  range  of 
emotions  and  ideas:  creation,  wonder,  sharing  and  greed.  With  a 
little  research,  one  discovers  that  similar  stories  exist  in  other 
cultures  all  over  the  world.  So  the  uniqueness  exists,  not  because 
of  the  stories,  but  because  of  the  unknown  culture  that  shares  them. 

There  are  many  lessons  in  the  old  stories.  In  the  old  days,  when  a 
child  misbehaved,  an  elder  would  take  them  aside  and  share  a story 
with  them.  In  that  story  would  be  a lesson  about  how  the  child 
should  have  behaved.  Due  to  time  constraints,  I rarely  have  time  to 
discuss  the  lessons  of  the  stories.  As  a result,  I emphasize  certain 
areas  during  the  telling  of  the  story. 

In  this  manner,  I share  the  lessons  of  our  culture, 
c.  2000  Cable  Student  Bureau  Network.  All  Rights  Reserved. 

"RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  26  November  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy.org) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  15:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 


Sub j : new  pow  wow  listing 


o'  si  yo  gany 

please  add  this  to  youn  pow  wow  listing. 

Native  Solutions  presents  3rd  Annaul  Intertribal  Powwow  April  21-29,  2001 
times-  Fri  9-2,  students  day. 

Fri  5-10,  dancing  & storytelling. 

Sat  10-10,  grand  entry  11:00. 

Sun, 10-5,  grand  entry  12:00. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Al...  exit  185  off  1-20 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
Admission  $5  - adults 

FREE  - seniors  55  and  up  & children  under  10 
Host  Drum  - Grey  Wolf  Singers,  Choctaw,  Philadelphia,  Ms 
Headman  - Don  Redbear 
Headlady  - Donna  Dulaney 
MC  - Gary  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Buck  Tucker 
Special  Flute  Performance  by  Larry  Campbell 
Learn  about  early  iron  forging  from  Dohn  Williams 

See  a primitive  encampment  with  period  items  such  as  clothing,  tools  & 
weapons  presented  by  Grey  Squirrel  Lodge. 

See  demonstrations  on  beadwork  and  dreamcatchers . 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcome 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed,  Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 
For  more  information  call  Tony  at  256-835-0110  or 

email  sundancer0@hotmail.com  or  call  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  256-820-6315. 
Vendors  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis 

or  emial  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com  or  lamehawk@yahoo.com. 

Thank  you  for  including  this  on  your  listing, 
raven spiritwalker 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
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American  Indian:Past  and  Present 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from 
a variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA.  Info: 
(253)-596-1139. 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 
University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided).  Info:  Vicki  (940) 
369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 

2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA.  Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info: 
(918)  836-1523. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan, 
WA.  Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3 AN U ARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 


Gym j Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 

23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy.(58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 
@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 
oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 
http : //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217; s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring. com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/ nati venation sine /index. ht ml 
3UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www . national powwow . com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 

Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
e-mail : powwows@ander sons -web . com 

write  us  at: 

Anderson ' s 
11372  Timber  Lane 


Brooksville,  Florida  34601 


Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


December  8 - 10,  2000:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  and  Pow  Wow  at  the  Army 
National  Guard  Armory  in  Newport,  TN.  For  more  information  e-mail: 
joshhayesl@hotmail.com  or  vgc@ornl.gov  or  call  423-475-7483. 

February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 

Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 

For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Hoy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 
North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 


Date:  Wed,  01  Nov  2000  19:31:21  CST 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Late  Fall  & Winter  Events 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  FESTIVALS  & OTHER  EVENTS  OF  INTEREST 
(December,  2000) 

ABBREVIATIONS:  HM  - Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host 
Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern  Drum,  HV  - Head  Veteran,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor 
Guard,  HS  - Head  Singer,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand 
Entry,  GS  - Gourd  Dance  Society. 

Dec.  8-10:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Army  National  Guard 
Armory,  Newport,  TN.  There  will  be  over  30  Craft  & Dance  workshops,  along 
with  Intertribal  Dancing.  HD:  Gunslingers.  There  will  be  camping  onsite  or 
sleeping  indoors.  There  is  only  room  for  3 indoor  craft  vendors.  Info:  Tim 
Deane  (865)  932-0908. 

Dec.  10:  Countdown  to  Clemency/Walk  for  Truth  & Reconciliation,  from  Union 
Square  in  New  York  City  to  Dag  Hammarskjold  Plaza  at  the  United  Nations. 

This  is  an  emergency  effort  to  bring  about  the  release  of  Leonard  Peltier, 
America's  best-known  political  POW  of  the  US  Government's  20th  Century 
Indian  Wars.  The  event  will  take  place  on  Human  Rights  Day,  and  is  planned 
to  be  a positive  & unified  message  of  support  for  Peltier's  freedom,  and  an 
attempt  to  shed  the  light  of  truth  & reconciliation  on  all  Indigenous 
Peoples.  This  will  be  a peaceful  event.  No  weopons,  alcohol  or  drugs  are 
permitted.  Supporters  will  gather  at  12:00  noon  at  Union  Square  and  march  to 
the  U.N.,  where  a candlelight  vigil  and  a program  of  speakers,  cultural 
activities,  and  traditional  music  will  be  presented  from  2pm-4pm.  The  walk 
will  be  led  by  members  of  Leonard's  family  and  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Nation. 
For  more  information,  call  the  New  York  City  Hotline:  (212)  539-6027;  or  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee:  (785)  842-5774.  You  can  also  call  the 
White  House  Comments  Line  to  demand  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier:  (202) 
456-1111. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 


The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

John  D Berry,  AIM  Florida,  Martha  Ture,  Gary  Smith,  Kola  Headquarters, 
Lona,  Danet  Smith,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  DS  Adonaset  Fort, 
Priscilla  Settee,  Debbie  Sanders,  Barbara  Landis,  lohnnie  Rustywire 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Thu  Dec  7 17:34:33  2000 

Date:  6 Dec  2000  01:17:12  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.050 
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/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' December  9,  2000  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Blackfeet  long  night  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Osage  black  bear  gives  birth  moon 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Our  Red  Earth,  ndn-aim,  Triballaw, 
RedRoad  Newsletter,  KOLA  Newslist,  LPDC  and  RezLife  mailing  lists; 

UUCP  email; 

http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignals/Headlines/showfull . asp ?ID=int 1/11272000 
http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignals/Flead lines/ showfull . asp ?ID=int 1/1242000 
http: //wire . ap .org/APnews/center_package. html?FRONTID=NATIONAL&PACKAGE 
http : //www. huntwiththeblackfeet .com/ 

http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignals/Flead lines/ showfull . asp?ID=law/11302000 

http: //www. a rgus leader . com/ news/Thu rsdayarticle4. shtml 

http: //www. Washington post . com/wp-dyn/articles/A20175-2000Nov5 . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy.org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"When  you  grow  up  Indian,  you  quickly  learn  that  the  so-called  American 
Dream  isn't  for  you.  For  you  that  dream's  a nightmare ... .When  I turned 
to  one  of  the  marshals... I saw... a mask  of  absolute  hatred  and  a look  in 
his  eyes  so  vile  that  it  can't  even  be  described ....  I swear,  I saw  his 
face  and  head  turn  into  a serpent's,  spitting  its  venom  at 
me .... [Suddenly]  my  mind  flashed  with  bright  images  of  the  Sun  Dance,  of 
the  holy  Tree  of  Life  connecting  me  to  the  world,  of  the  skewers  being 
threaded  into  my  flesh  and  the  thongs  being  pulled  tight  until  the  flesh 


broke,  freeing  me.... Yes,  this  was  my  offering  to  Tunkashila,  the  Great 
Mystery--my  flesh,  my  life,  my  very  existence.  They  could  entomb  my 
body,  but  my  spirit  they  could  never  touch." 

excerpted  from  Leonard  Peltier,  _Prison  Writings:  My  Life  is  My  Sun 

Dance_,  ed.  Harvey  Arden  (New  York:  St.  Martin's  Press,  1999) 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  i 
I of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  I 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

[ Dourney  [ 

i The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  \ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | 

i ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0500 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  January  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  Walk  For  Freedom! 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching. 

DO  NOT  let  these  vermin  slip  out  the  courthouse  door.  KEEP  the  light 
of  public  indignation  on  them. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  lanice  Barker. 

Her  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Government  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 
St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 

The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/rayann6/steviethompson . html 


I apologize  to  all  my  relatives.  In  my  "winds  of  change"  editorial  last 
issue  I said  First  Nations  in  British  Columbia  mounted  a successful 
campaign  against  the  Alliance  Party.  This  is  NOT  exactly  the  case  as  you 
can  read  in  the  fourth  article  in  this  issue! 

In  fact,  there  is  growing  evidence  we  are  entering  a period  of  growing 
intolerance  to  those  who  are  not  part  of  the  dominant  society.  The  third 
article  in  this  issue  brings  the  prevailing  attitude  in  some  members  of 
the  U.  S.  Congress  to  light. 

One  consequence  is  that  when  it  becomes  less  "cool"  to  be  Indian,  the 
wannabees  will  fall  by  the  wayside. 

However,  it  also  means  the  tearing  apart  through  "divide  and  conquer" 
methods  will  be  more  pervasive;  and,  sadly,  more  effective  if  the  past  is 
a true  indicator. 

Standing  strong  and  standing  together,  rez  and  urban,  mixed  and  full, 
traditional  and  non-traditional . . . all  as  one  is  our  only  hope. 

I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 


From  Mike  Wicks: 


Any  help  would  be  a blessing  to  those  at  Camp  Justice,  and  Pine  Ridge. 

Camp  Justice 
c/o  Tom  Poor  Bean 
P.O.  Box  823 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

Helping  People  in  need  on  many  reservations : 

Night  Walker  Enterprises,  Inc. 

148  West  Oak  Street  Unit  C 
Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  80524 
TEL:  970  482  7797 

To  help  send  winter  clothing,  blankets  and  space  heaters  to  residents 
of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

Dowel  "Whitey"  Smith  and  Larry  Gambill 
Double  S Recycling 
1420  S.  Main  St. 

Madisonville,  KY  42431-3343 

Thank  you  Claudia! 

Pine  Ridge  School 
Boys  Dormitory 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

Attn:  Darlene  McLaughlin 

Sizes  are  for  first  grade  to  12th  grade. 

Not  only  coats  but  clothings,  gloves,  socks,  shirts  - anything  would  be 
appreciated . 

There  is  also  a girls  dorm  that  can  use  clothing  as  well! 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

--  email  to  gars@speakeasy.org 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews . org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande . net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf . lonestar .org 


News  of  the  people  featured 

Storyteller  Crosses 
Alaska  Native  Elder  Dies 
House  Bill  Aims  to  End 
Indian-Preference  Laws 
Aboriginal  People  BIG  Losers 
in  Federal  Election 
National  Chief  Strongly  Denies 
Alliance  Statements 
Contributions  Great 
Obstacles  Many 

Mexico's  Fox  Promises  Indians 
a New  World 


in  this  issue  

Great  Plains  Leaders  Flex  Muscle 

Seneca  Land  Claim  May  Hit  Area 

Tulalip  to  Sue  over 

Dwindling  Salmon  Runs 

Help  the  Mohawks 

save  Robinson  Bay 

Nimpuc  Tribes  Await  Recognition 

Murder  Trial  Begins 

Judge  Refuses  to  Extradite 

Gustafson  Fugitive 

Wagner  Cop  Won't  be  Charged 

Peltier  Walk  for  Freedom 


- Mexican  Indian  Rebels 
Show  Readiness  for  Peace 

- Indian  Woman  Named  to  Top  Post 

- Mexico's  Fox:  'Never  Again' 

- Gabriel  Garcia  Marquez 

- Indian  Lawyers: 

Feds  Lied  in  Trial 

- Blackfeet  Sell  Hunting  Rights 

- Lakota  Indians  Defying  DEA 

- Oneida  Opposed  by 
Counties/State/City/Corporation 

"RE : Storyteller  Crosses 


and  More 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Rustywire:  Angel  of  the  Morning 

- Poem:  Sacred  Fires 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Reviving  a Culture 

While  Restoring  the  Environment 

- Dishing  Up  a New  Link 
to  the  Internet 

- Saving  Odawa  Language 

- Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Tue,  28  Nov  2000  18:30:12  -0500 

From:  "Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf"  <lonesomewolf@Vermontel . net> 

Sub j : Storyteller  Crosses 

HARDWICK  - Wolfsong,  (He  Who  Sings  The  Wolf  Song)  Abenaki  Storyteller, 
Native  American  Cultural  Presenter  and  Speaker,  formerly  of  Burlington, 
and  recently  of  Hardwick,  Vt.,  passed  over  on  Nov.  24,  2000.  Wolfsong 
was  born  (Rickie  Provencher)  on  April  25,  1953,  in  Middlebury,  Vt.  He 
was  raised  and  educated  in  Addison,  Vt. 

Wolfsong  embraced  his  Abenaki  heritage  and  since  1985  has  been  drawing 
audiences  into  a circle  of  sharing,  laughter  and  wisdom  by  sharing  the 
Ancient  Voices  of  Native  American  traditional  stories  and  legends 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Wolfsong  studied  with  Abenaki, 
Cherokee  and  Tuscarora  Elders  and  Teachers.  His  lectures  and  stories 
reflected  his  innate  respect  for  women,  humanity's  connection  to  the 
earth  and  the  cyclical  nature  of  life. 

He  has  appeared  and  shared  his  gifts  in  such  places  as  the  Flynn 
Theater,  First  Night  and  the  Earth  Peace  International  Film  Festival  and 
The  Fleming  Museum  in  Burlington,  Indianapolis  Children's  Museum,  Boston 
Museum  of  Art,  Stratton  Mountain  Arts  Festival,  Journeys  into  American 
Indian  Territory,  Long  Island,  N.Y.,  Three  Apples  Festival  in  Harvard, 
Mass.,  Tsai  Theater  in  Boston,  Mass.,  St.  Louis  Storytelling  Festival  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  The  Appalachian  Storytelling  Festival  in  Pennsylvania, 
First  Things  First  at  the  Peabody  Museum  in  Salem,  Mass.,  as  well  as  in 
hundreds  of  schools,  libraries,  festivals,  museums.  Powwows  in  locations 
as  far  away  as  Nicaragua.  He  has  been  heard  on  Vermont  Public  Radio,  New 
Hampshire  Public  Radio  and  WSNO.  Due  to  his  extensive  knowledge  of 
Native  American  history,  Wolfsong  was  a featured  lecturer  on  Native 
American  culture,  history  and  legends  frequently  at  UVM  and  St. 

Michael's  College  and  at  many  colleges  and  universities  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

Wolfsong' s intent  was  to  pass  on  the  legacy  and  wisdom  of  his  ancestors. 
As  Wolfsong  would  say,  "Our  bones  are  made  of  the  earth,  the  earth  is 
made  of  our  bones."  He  asked  his  audiences  to  remember  that  as  they  walk 
on  this  land,  they  are  walking  on  the  bones  of  our  ancestors.  Wolfsong' s 
mastery  of  acquainting  his  audiences  with  the  breadth,  depth  and 
inherent  value  of  indigenous  cultures  will  be  long  remembered.  He 
believed  it  important  for  people  to  understand  the  legacy  that  Native 
Americans  have  and  are  giving  to  American  Society.  He  believed  that  it 
was  necessary  to  embrace  the  past  to  consciously  choose  and  direct  our 
future. 

Wolfsong  shared  his  heart  and  time  generously  with  all  around  him.  His 
gift  of  laughter,  love  of  life  and  his  embrace  and  respect  of  the  earth 
will  never  be  forgotten.  Wolfsong  touched  many  people's  lives  and 
hearts,  especially  his  family  and  friends.  He  was  thankful  for  those  who 
were  a part  of  his  walk,  his  family  now  says,  "Wliwni"  (thank  you). 

Wolfsong  is  survived  by:  his  mother  and  stepfather,  Katherine  and  Roger 
Wade  of  Mt.  Holly;  his  father  and  stepmother,  Harry  and  Marie  Provencher 
of  Bridport;  his  children,  Sara  Phillips  and  her  husband  Aaron  of 
Addison,  Benjamin  Provencher  and  his  wife  Kathryn  Mani-Kui  of  Maryland 
and  their  two  children,  Xavier  and  Troy,  Hannah,  Matthew,  Joel,  and  Seth 


and  their  mother  Barbara  Provencher  of  Vergennes,  and  Joseph  and  his 
mother  Myra  Timmins  of  Burlington;  two  brothers,  Monte  Provencher  of 
Rochester  and  Louis  Randall  Provencher  of  Panton;  Wolfsong's  partner, 
Carole  Murphy,  formerly  of  Burlington  and  recently  of  Hardwick;  and 
several  nephew  and  nieces.  He  was  predeceased  by  one  brother  and  two 
sisters,  Scott  Provencher,  Roxanne  Provencher-Bannister  and  Holly 
Provencher -Ashley. 

A Native  American  service  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  Nov.  30,  2000,  at 
the  base  of  Snake  Mountain.  Those  wanting  to  attend  will  meet  at  the 
Phillips  residence  at  271  Whitford  Rd.,  Addison,  Vt.,  at  noon. 

In  lieu  of  flowers  those  who  wish  to  make  contributions  may  send  them 
to:  Farm  and  Wilderness  Camps,  HCR  70,  Box  27,  Plymouth,  Vt.,  05056. 
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Alaska  Native  elder  dies 
DECEMBER  4,  2000 

Fred  John  Sr.,  the  last  traditional  chief  of  the  Mentasta  Tribe  of 
Alaska,  and  the  husband  of  Katie  John,  the  subsistence  rights  activist, 
died  on  Sunday. 

His  exact  age  is  not  known,  although  he  was  over  90.  Both  Fred  and 
Katie  fought  for  the  land  and  subsistence  rights  of  Alaska  Natives. 

A case  involving  Katie  is  currently  on  appeal  by  the  state  of  Alaska. 

In  1995,  a federal  court  ruled  in  favor  of  Native  rights. 

Copyright  c.  Indianz.Com  2000. 
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House  bill  aims  to  end  Indian-preference  laws 
By  ANNE  CONSTABLE 
Santa  Fe  New  Mexican 
12/2/2000 

The  Native  American  Equal  Rights  Act  sounds  like  it  would  be  good  for 
Indians,  like  a bill  that  would  protect  native  people  from  discrimination 
in  housing,  education  and  employment. 

But  the  bill  is  not  what  it  seems.  The  measure,  introduced  in  Congress 
by  Rep.  Curt  Weldon,  R-Pa.,  would  repeal  federal  Indian-preference  laws 
dating  at  least  to  the  1930s. 

These  laws  give  preference  to  qualified  Indian  candidates  for  jobs  with 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Indian  Health  Service.  They  also  cover 
some  federal  contracts  and  grants  and  allow  employers  on  or  near 
reservations  to  hire  Indian  applicants  over  non-Indians. 

In  Santa  Fe,  the  laws  permit  the  Indian  Hospital  and  the  Institute  of 
American  Indian  Arts  to  give  the  edge  to  Indian  doctors,  nurses  and 
teachers  - so  long  as  they  are  qualified. 

Weldon  says  the  preference  laws  violate  the  equal-protection  clause  of 
the  U.S.  Constitution,  though  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  already  ruled 


that  they  do  not. 

Last  week,  Frank  Pallone  Dr.,  D-N.D.,  and  Dale  E.  Kildee,  D-Mich.,  both 
members  of  the  American  Indian  caucus,  fired  off  a "Dear  Colleague"  letter 
strongly  opposing  Weldon's  bill  and  urging  the  House  of  Representatives 
not  to  support  it.  "Representative  Weldon's  bill  is  contrary  to  our  deep 
respect  for  the  sovereignty  of  tribal  governments,"  it  said. 

In  a separate  news  release  sent  to  tribal  governments,  Kildee  said  the 
legislation  is  based  on  a "disproven  legal  premise"  and  "goes  against  the 
longstanding  policy  of  the  United  States  to  support  tribal  self- 
determination  . " 

Kimberly  Teehee,  the  senior  adviser  to  the  caucus,  was  confident  that 
"we  have  a track  record  of  beating  anti-Indian  measures."  But,  she  said, 

"it  is  disturbing  to  find  there  are  members  of  Congress  who  still  want  to 
propose  anti-Indian  legislation." 

She  added  that  representatives  from  states  without  Indian  tribes  feel 
safest  when  proposing  such  legislation  because  "they  have  no  one  to  answer 
to. " 

Pennsylvania  has  no  federally  recognized  tribes. 

Weldon  submitted  his  bill,  H.R.  5523,  on  Oct.  19.  Addressing  the  House, 
he  said:  "Most  Americans  believe  that  ours  should  be  a color-blind  society 
in  which  an  individual's  merit,  not  his  or  her  race,  is  the  determining 
factor  in  whether  that  individual  climbs  the  ladder  of  success  to  achieve 
the  American  dream.  Most  Americans,  therefore,  oppose  any  racial 
preferences  in  our  nation's  laws." 

Sarah  Echols,  a spokeswoman  for  Sen.  Pete  Domenici,  R-N.M.,  said  that 
neither  he  nor  his  staff  had  reviewed  the  proposed  legislation.  But,  she 
added,  "on  the  face  of  it,  there  is  little  chance  he  would  support  it." 

Indian-rights  groups  also  are  mobilizing  against  the  bill.  Keith  Harper, 
a staff  attorney  for  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund,  called  the  bill 
"facially  bogus . " 

Said  Harper:  "It  demonstrates  a complete  lack  of  understanding  of  the 
history  and  the  special  relationship  between  the  federal  government  and 
Indian  tribes.  It  would  essentially  throw  up  in  the  air  200  years  of  well- 
recognized  law  and  policy.  It's  asinine." 

Suzan  Shown  Harjo  of  the  Morning  Star  Institute,  a Washington-based 
Indian-rights  organization,  called  the  bill  a serious  challenge  to  federal 
rules  for  Indian  preference. 

"There  are  anti-Indian  groups  who  push  legislators  toward  enactment  of 
their  own  agenda,  which  is  the  abolition  of  treaties,  the  dismantling  of 
federal  Indian  law  and  the  undoing  of  all  preferences, " she  declared. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  House  Committee  on  Resources  and  the 
Committee  on  Education  and  the  Workforce.  Neither  body  has  held  hearings, 
and  they  are  unlikely  to  do  so  before  the  106th  Congress  adjourns.  But 
Weldon  is  expected  to  reintroduce  the  measure  in  the  new  Congress  when  the 
leadership  of  the  Resources  Committee  - now  chaired  by  Alaska  Republican 
Don  Young,  a supporter  of  tribal  determination  - could  change. 

The  Indian  Reorganization  Act  of  1934  required  the  BIA  to  give 
preference  to  people  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska-native  descent  in 
hiring,  promotion,  reassignment  and  transfer.  The  purpose  was  to  give 
indigenous  people  greater  opportunity  to  participate  in  self-government, 
to  further  the  government's  trust  obligation  toward  the  tribes  and  to 
reduce  the  negative  effect  of  having  whites  administer  matters  affecting 
tribal  life. 

Between  1934  and  1972,  the  percentage  of  Indian  employment  in  the  BIA 
rose  from  34  percent  to  57  percent. 

The  preference  is  available  to  members  of  a federally  recognized  tribe, 
descendants  of  members  who  were  living  on  a reservation  as  of  Dune  1,  1934, 
or  people  who  are  one-half  - or  more  - American  Indian. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  upheld  the  preference  policies  in  1974  in  Morton 
vs.  Mancari,  a case  that  originated  in  Albuquerque.  Non-Indian  BIA 
employees  brought  a class-action  suit  claiming  that  Indian  preferences 
violated  the  anti-discrimination  provisions  of  the  Equal  Employment 
Opportunities  Act  of  1972  and  the  due-process  clause  of  the  Constitution. 

The  employees  filed  suit  after  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  issued 


a directive  stating  that  BIA  policy  covered  promotions  as  well  as  hiring. 

The  District  Court  held  that  Indian  preference  was  "implicitly  repealed" 
by  the  1972  law.  The  Supreme  Court  reversed.  Dustice  Harry  Blackmun  wrote 
that  Indian  preference  did  not  constitute  racial  discrimination.  "The 
preference,  as  applied,  is  granted  to  Indians  not  as  a discrete  racial 
group,  but,  rather,  as  members  of  quasi-sovereign  tribal  entities  whose 
lives  and  activities  are  governed  by  the  BIA  in  a unique  fashion,"  he 
wrote  in  his  opinion  for  the  court. 

The  Supreme  Court  found  no  reason  to  believe  that  Congress  ever  changed 
its  mind.  The  1964  Civil  Rights  Act,  the  first  major  piece  of  federal 
legislation  prohibiting  discrimination  in  employment,  exempted 
preferential  employment  of  Indians  by  tribes  or  industries  on  or  near 
Indian  reservations.  While  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunities  Act  of  1972 
does  not  mention  Indian  preference.  Congress  in  the  same  year  enacted  two 
new  laws  requiring  Indians  be  given  preference  in  government  programs  for 
training  teachers  of  Indian  children. 

Weldon  cites  a more  recent  Supreme  Court  opinion  (Rice  vs.  Cayetano, 
handed  down  on  Feb.  23),  which  he  said  calls  the  constitutionality  of 
Indian  preference  into  question.  The  high  court  struck  down  a Hawaii  law 
excluding  non-Hawaiians  from  voting  for  the  trustees  of  the  Office  of 
Hawaiian  Affairs.  But  legal  experts  have  not  found  the  case  germane. 

Harjo,  who  is  Cheyenne  and  Muscogee,  blames  the  Weldon  bill  on  anti- 
Indian  mischief  makers  seeking  the  abolition  of  treaties,  the  dismantling 
of  federal  Indian  law  and  the  undoing  of  all  preferences. 

"Their  claim  is  that  Indians  are  ' supercitizens ' who  should  be  treated 
the  same  as  'every  ordinary  American. ’|"  But  Harjo  said,  "No  one  else  was 
dragging  any  land  behind  them  when  they  got  here.  So  from  the  get-go, 
we're  different." 

While  Indian  preference  has  benefited  a number  of  people  in  Northern  New 
Mexico,  a former  professor  at  the  Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts  said, 
"it  didn't  do  us  any  good  at  IAIA."  Barney  Bush  and  other  Indian  members 
of  the  faculty  were  fired  when  Congress  began  cutting  federal  funding  for 
the  fine-arts  college.  Bush  recently  settled  a lawsuit  against  the 
institute  that  claimed,  in  part,  that  the  board  violated  the  preference 
requirements . 

Indian  preferences  make  educational  sense.  Bush  argues.  "We  always  learn 
better  from  people  with  whom  we're  familiar,"  he  said.  But  such  laws  will 
regularly  come  under  attack,  he  believes. 

"No  matter  what  happens,  the  indigenous  people  are  never  going  to  come 
first  in  a government  created  for  the  refugees  of  Western  Europe,"  he  said. 
"Doing  away  with  Indian  preference  is  another  means  of  colonizing  us 
further . " 

Weldon's  office  said  the  aide  handling  this  legislation  for  the 
congressman  had  left  the  staff  and  no  one  else  was  available  to  comment 
on  the  measure.  The  bill  would  not  affect  the  current  employment  of 
non-Indians . 


"RE : Aboriginal  People  BIG  Losers  in  Federal  Election"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Dec  2000  07:50:02  -0600 

From:  "lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) ABORIGINAL  PEOPLE  BIG  LOSERS  IN  FEDERAL  ELECTION  2000 
Forwarded  by  3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

PRESS  STATEMENT 
November  29,  2000 

ABORIGINAL  PEOPLE  BIG  LOSERS  IN  FEDERAL  ELECTION  2000 

(Coast  Salish  Territory)  Provincially,  the  Canadian  Alliance  has  greatly 
increased  its  stranglehold  on  British  Columbia.  The  Canadian  Alliance 
now  holds  27  of  the  34  seats  available  within  BC. 

Nationally,  the  Liberal  Party  of  Canada  has  been  returned  to  power  with 
an  even  greater  majority  of  the  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons  than  they 
held  before  the  election  was  called.  The  Liberals  went  from  161  seats  to 
173  seats. 

During  their  last  term  in  office  the  Liberal  government  demonstrated  an 


arrogant  and  indifferent  attitude  toward  the  recognition,  affirmation 
and  implementation  of  our  aboriginal  rights  and  title.  During  the  course 
of  the  federal  election,  the  Canadian  Alliance  demonstrated  an  attitude 
of  intolerance  and  hostility  toward  the  recognition  of  Aboriginal 
peoples  constitutionally  enshrined  rights. 

Chief  Stewart  Phillip,  President  of  the  Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs  said 
today,  "Canada  and  BC's  aboriginal  people  were  the  big  losers  in  the 
recent  federal  election.  Based  on  the  Liberal  government's  previous 
track  record  and  the  Canadian  Alliance's  gains  in  BC,  we  can  look 
forward  to  an  aggressive,  sustained  attack  on  our  aboriginal  rights." 

Chief  Phillip  added,  "To  make  matters  worse,  in  BC,  we  are  facing  the 
inevitable  prospect  of  facing  an  incoming  BC  Liberal  government  within 
the  next  six  months.  Similar  to  the  Canadian  Alliance,  the  BC  Liberals 
are  steadfastly  opposed  to  the  recognition  and  implementation  of  our 
aboriginal  rights." 

"We  are  headed  for  some  very  difficult  and  trying  times  ahead  in  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia."  Chief  Phillip  concluded  by  saying,  "Never 
before  in  our  history  has  there  been  a greater  need  for  strong,  active 
and  vocal  leadership." 

For  further  information:  Chief  Stewart  Phillip 
UBCIC : 604-684-0231 
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National  Chief  Matthew  Coon  Come  strongly  denies  Alliance  statements 
November  25,  2000 

The  National  Chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  Matthew  Coon  Come, 
strongly  denies  recent  claims  by  various  Canadian  Alliance  candidates  and 
party  officials  to  the  effect  that  the  party  has  engaged  in  positive 
exchanges  with  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations. 

"There  has  never  been  a meeting  between  the  Alliance  leadership  or  other 
party  officials  and  the  AFN.  Recent  statements  by  a Canadian  Alliance 
candidate  on  the  APTN  show  "Contact",  implying  a positive  relationship 
between  the  leader  and  myself,  are  totally  false  and  unfounded.  I have 
never  met  the  leader,  Stockwell  Day,  and  have  never  met  party  officials, 
formally  or  otherwise.  Such  statements  are  absolutely  false",  stated 
National  Chief  Coon  Come. 

The  National  Chief  can  only  speculate  as  to  the  reason  behind  such 
statements.  However,  the  main  objective  of  this  effort  by  the  Canadian 
Alliance  may  be  an  attempt  to  silence  the  harsh  criticism  by  First  Nations 
leaders  and  citizens  against  the  party's  blatantly  assimilationist  and 
racist  platform.  There  has  been  much  opposition  to  the  party's  platform  by 
First  Nations  citizens  and  youth  across  Canada,  most  notably  in  British 
Columbia  and  in  Manitoba  where  protests  were  launched  to  disrupt  the 
leader's  campaign  statements  and  his  campaign  headquarters.  The  National 
Chief  and  the  AFN  endorse  the  demonstrations  by  the  Native  Youth  Movement 
in  BC  and  elsewhere  in  opposing  the  racist  policies  of  the  Canadian 
Alliance  Party. 

"The  Canadian  Alliance  has  to  understand  that  First  Nations  citizens 
demand  nothing  less  than  what  the  party  claims  to  champion,  and  that  is 
the  respect  of  the  rule  of  law  and  of  the  Canadian  Constitution.  When  the 
party  makes  such  claims  but  then  states  in  its  platform  that  it  will 
unilaterally  remove  the  rights  of  our  citizens,  in  direct  contradiction  of 
the  law,  then  it  must  expect  a strong  reaction.  We  will  never  allow  anyone 
to  unilaterally  attempt  to  deny  us  our  recognized  Aboriginal  and  Treaty 
Rights.  Mr.  Day  and  his  party  must  understand  this",  added  the  National 
Chief. 

For  additional  information,  contact  Dean  LaRose  at  (613)  241-6789,  ext. 

251  (jlarose@afn.ca)  or  by  cell  at  (613)  795-9664. 
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Windspeaker  - The  top  Aboriginal  News  for  November  2000. 

Contributions  great,  obstacles  many:  chief 
By  Debora  Lockyer  Steel 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
YELLOWKNIFE 

Economic  prosperity  for  Aboriginal  people  is  not  only  good  for 
Aboriginal  communities,  it  is  also  good  for  Canadians  and  Canada  as  a 
whole.  This  is  the  view  of  new  Assembly  of  First  Nations  Chief  Matthew 
Coon  Come,  and  the  message  he  brought  to  Yellowknife  and  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Council  for  the  Advancement  of  Native  Development 
Officers  (CANDO)  held  at  the  end  of  September. 

Coon  Come  addressed  the  economic  developers  at  the  conference  and  spoke 
of  the  challenges  they  meet  and  the  contributions  they  make  in  their 
communities . 

Assembly  of  First  Nations  National  Chief  Matthew  Coon  Come  addressed  the 
national  conference  of  economic  developers  held  by  the  Council  for  the 
Advancement  of  Native  Development  Officers  in  Yellowknife  from  Sept.  27 
to  30. 

"I  was  involved  in  economic  development  when  I worked  in  my  home 
community  for  the  Cree  Nation,"  said  Coon  Come.  "I  know  the  obstacles 
that  you  will  find  yourself  up  against  and  it  is  because  of  my 
experiences  that  I hope  to  be  able  to  work  towards  solving  the  problems 
you  face." 

Coon  Come  promised  that  "economic  development  will  be  a first  priority" 
for  the  AFN  during  his  time  in  the  top  position. 

"I  will  ensure  that  our  Economic  Development  Secretariat  and  my  office 
continues  to  work  with  CANDO  to  see  how  we  can  find  more  common  ground 
to  support  each  other's  goals.  We  will  keep  each  other  informed  about 
economic  development  activity  affecting  First  Nations,  and  I will  ensure 
that  CANDO  plays  a part  in  our  plan  and  strategy." 

Fie  said  the  AFN  is  in  the  process  of  gathering  the  best  economic  and 
financial  minds  in  Canada  to  be  part  of  a forum  on  economic  development, 
saying  that  Canadians  and  Aboriginal  economic  developers  need  to  work 
together  to  achieve  success. 

"These  are  exciting  times  in  First  Nations'  country,"  said  Coon  Come. 

"By  being  involved  in  Aboriginal  economic  development,  you  are  playing  a 
role  in  the  rebuilding  of  our  communities  and  our  futures.  Never 
underestimate  the  contribution  you  are  making  to  your  people  and  your 
nations . " 

CANDO,  the  goal  of  which  is  to  strengthen  Aboriginal  economies  by 
providing  economic  development  officers  (EDOs)  with  training,  education 
and  networking  opportunities,  was  founded  in  1990  when  50  Aboriginal 
EDOs  decided  to  address  the  lack  of  support  for  their  profession. 

In  sitting  together,  the  EDOs  came  to  the  realization  they  had  a lot  in 
common  - their  challenges,  some  of  the  projects  they  were  working  on, 
said  Myron  Sparklingeyes , past  CANDO  president  and  former  board  member. 

"The  EDOs  realized  that  working  in  isolation  across  the  country  didn't 
make  any  sense.  They  should  have  a forum  to  exchange  ideas." 

Soon  after  the  organization  got  started,  said  Sparklingeyes,  the 
membership  was  polled  to  determine  what  it  wanted  from  the  group. 

What  members  were  looking  for  was  networking  and  information,  but  they 
were  also  looking  for  some  type  of  training  with  certification.  They 


didn't  want  to  take  training  for  training's  sake.  They  wanted  some  form 
of  recognition,  and  if  possible  they  wanted  the  courses  they  took  to  be 
transferable  for  university  credit,  he  said. 

"They  wanted  to  increase  their  skill  level,  but  they  also  wanted 
long-term  job  prospects  to  increase  as  well,  to  diversify  their  range  of 
job  choices.  So  we  implemented  the  certification  program  which  we  call 
CED  - the  Certified  Aboriginal  Economic  Developer  Program." 

"In  the  business  world,  qualifications  are  like  security,"  said  Coon 
Come,  showing  support  for  this  program.  "The  certification  program  will 
help  you  go  to  the  bank  to  negotiate  a loan  or  to  attract  joint  venture 
partners . " 

Coon  Come  also  showed  support  for  CANDO's  National  Indigenous  Economic 
Education  Fund,  which  allows  for  scholarships  and  education  forums  that 
have  a direct  impact  on  the  professional  development  of  First  Nations 
economic  developers  and  the  communities  they  serve 

The  organization,  through  the  Technology  of  Economic  Capacity  project, 
provides  $1.6  million  in  computer  software,  hardware,  and  training  to 
425  Aboriginal  economic  participating  economic  developers. 

CANDO  and  Captus  Press  publish  the  Journal  of  Aboriginal  Economic 
Development,  providing  trends,  analysis  and  commentary  on  economic 
development  from  an  Aboriginal  perspective.  CANDO  also  publishes  a 
yearly  Aboriginal  Training  Opportunities  Manual  listing  education 
training  and  professional  development  opportunities  for  Aboriginal 
people  across  Canada. 

CANDO  has  hosted  seven  national  economic  development  conferences, 
including  this  year's  conference  held  in  Yellowknife  from  Sept.  27  to 
30,  the  theme  of  which  was  Let's  Make  a Deal  Opportunities  Forum.  This 
took  delegates  through  the  life  cycle  of  a business  deal. 

It's  hard  to  track  CANDO's  success  since  its  inception,  said 
Sparklingeyes . 

"There  is  a vast  increase  in  the  knowledge  level  in  the  EDOs  that  are 
working.  It's  hard  to  separate  what  time  itself  would  have  done  and  what 
CANDO  itself  is  responsible  for,  when  you're  talking  about  the  knowledge 
level  in  the  communities,  because  youth  are  going  off  and  getting 
educated  and  they're  not  necessarily  doing  it  because  they  have  joined 
CANDO . 

"What  we  have  done  though,  we've  focused  more  attention,  for  a young 
person  that  is  going  into  school,  that  being  an  economic  development 
officer  is  a viable  career  and  if  they  get  certification,  not  only  is 
the  education  relevant  to  working  in  the  community,  but  corporations 
will  hire  them  to  do  jobs  that  are  similar  to  being  an  EDO. 

"We've  set  it  up  as  a profession.  That's  really  what  CANDO  has  done  is 
set  it  up  as  a profession,  and  by  doing  so  increased  the  competency  of 
people. " 
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Mexico's  Fox  Promises  Indians  a New  World 
By  Gabriela  Lopez 

MONTERREY,  Mexico  (Reuters)  - Mexican  President  Vicente  Fox  took  his 
inauguration  on  a road  show  on  Saturday,  promising  a new  world  without 
discrimination  and  poverty  to  the  country's  10  million  Indians,  and 
receiving  a peace  overture  from  the  Zapatista  rebels  in  reply. 

The  day  after  he  ended  71  years  of  single-party  rule  with  a marathon  of 
pomp  in  the  capital.  Fox  wooed  indigenous  supporters  in  the  poor,  southern 
state  of  Oaxaca  and  later  held  a rally  in  the  northern  industrial  city  of 
Monterrey,  building  a symbolic  bridge  between  the  impoverished  Mexico  of 


Indian  villages  in  the  south  and  the  more  developed  north. 

Fox's  tour  was  eclipsed  by  Subcommander  Marcos,  the  pipe-smoking  leader 
of  the  Zapatista  guerrillas  in  southern  Chiapas,  who  announced  at  a news 
conference  in  his  jungle  hide-out  that  he  was  prepared  to  discuss  peace. 

Fox,  who  ended  seven  decades  of  rule  by  the  Institutional  Revolutionary 
Party  (PRI)  when  he  took  office  on  Friday,  addressed  an  estimated  5,000 
people  in  a square  of  Monterrey  on  Saturday  night  and  said  he  was 
delighted . 

"We  heard  today  with  great  happiness  that  the  Zapatista  Liberation  Army 
of  Chiapas  (sic)  has  accepted  starting  talks.  There  is  a new  attitude, 
there  is  a new  way  of  thinking,"  he  said  to  applause. 

Fox  spokeswoman  Martha  Sahagun  said  earlier  the  new  government  would 
evaluate  conditions  the  Zapatistas  had  put  on  new  peace  negotiations, 
including  the  closure  of  seven  army  bases,  and  the  release  of  jailed 
Zapatista  sympathizers. 

"If  it  is  a proposal  for  peace  in  Chiapas,  it  will  be  accepted  a 
priori,"  Sahagun  told  reporters  traveling  with  Fox  on  the  presidential  jet. 

The  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army  (EZLN)  rose  in  arms  on  New  Year's 
Day  1994,  demanding  improved  indigenous  rights.  Peace  talks  with  the 
government  of  Fox's  predecessor,  Ernesto  Zedillo,  broke  down  in  1996  and 
there  has  been  no  contact  between  the  rebels  and  the  authorities  since 
that  time. 

Fox's  defeat  in  Duly  of  the  PRI  opened  the  door  to  peace  in  Chiapas,  and 
he  said  at  his  swearing-in  the  first  project  he  would  send  to  Congress  was 
a 1996  peace  accord  reached  after  months  of  negotiation  but  never  ratified 
by  Zedillo's  government. 

He  followed  up  by  ordering  some  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  troops 
encircling  the  rebels  to  withdraw  to  their  barracks  on  Friday  night. 

Governing  For  All 

Fox,  a 58-year-old  rancher  and  former  Coca-Cola  de  Mexico  executive, 
promised  in  his  inauguration  to  govern  for  all  Mexicans  --  rich  or  poor, 
indigenous  or  mestizo.  In  his  first  day  in  power  he  had  breakfast  with 
street  children,  dined  with  presidents  and  rallied  with  50,000  people  in  a 
capital  square. 

On  Saturday,  he  took  visiting  Venezuelan  President  Hugo  Chavez  and 
Poland's  former  president  Lech  Walesa,  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize-winning 
founder  of  the  Solidarity  Union  movement,  to  the  picturesque  but  dirt-poor 
southern  state  of  Oaxaca. 

There,  Fox  promised  union  workers  and  a scattering  of  Indians  in 
traditional  costumes  he  would  ensure  the  poor  southeast  was  not  left  out 
of  economic  development. 

"There  will  not  be  a policy  to  enrich  a few  companies  or  a few  areas," 
he  said. 

Fox,  elected  for  his  promise  of  change  from  the  authoritarianism  of  the 
PRI  and  the  cronyism  and  corruption  many  associated  with  the  party's  long 
tenure,  also  vowed  to  defend  the  rights  of  Mexico's  Indians,  who  make  up 
10  percent  of  the  population. 

"Mexico  is  the  result  of  the  union  of  different  cultures  and  our  human 
wealth  lies  in  its  diversity,"  he  said  before  a crowd  of  5,000  in  a 
central  plaza  of  the  colonial  city  of  Oaxaca,  the  state's  capital. 

Later,  at  the  former  Santo  Domingo  convent,  adjacent  to  a 16th  century 
church  of  the  same  name.  Fox  met  local  Indian  leaders  and  signed  an  accord 
with  the  United  Nations  on  technical  cooperation  on  human  rights. 

Tainted  Rights  Record  To  Improve 

U.N.  human  rights  chief  Mary  Robinson  said  she  was  delighted  Fox  had 
chosen  to  sign  the  convention  immediately  after  taking  office,  and 
indicated  she  hoped  Mexico's  tainted  rights  record  would  now  improve. 

"I  think  the  president  was  very  open.  He  wants  to  make  genuine  progress 
on  human  rights,"  said  Robinson,  who  has  criticized  impunity  in  Mexico  and 
the  excessive  militarization  of  Chiapas  under  the  PRI. 

Robinson  also  praised  Fox's  decision  to  pull  back  some  soldiers  in 
Chiapas,  saying:  "It  a sign  of  political  will  to  create  space  to  bring 
about  the  change  and  hopefully  to  move  forward." 


Possibly  for  security  reasons,  many  Indians  were  prevented  by  police 
earlier  in  the  day  from  hearing  Fox's  speech  in  the  Oaxaca  plaza,  and  the 
audience  was  mainly  trade  unionists. 

On  Friday  a shadowy  armed  group  called  the  "People's  Armed  Revolutionary 
Forces"  appeared  in  a town  12  miles  (20  km)  from  Oaxaca  denouncing  Fox  and 
vowing  to  fight  for  a "revolutionary  transformation  of  society,"  local 
media  reported. 

After  Fox's  speech,  Liliana  Fuentes,  25,  a student,  said  he  appeared  to 
"be  very  frank  and  sincere." 

But  she  noted  Fox's  predecessor,  Zedillo,  had  said  the  same  things  but 
living  conditions  were  unchanged  from  10  years  ago.  "So  I remain  a bit 
skeptical,"  she  said. 

Fox  flew  to  Monterrey  late  Saturday  afternoon,  where  booming  exports  to 
the  United  States  across  the  2,100-mile  (3,000-km)  Mexico-U.S.  border  are 
fueling  Mexico's  economy. 
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Mexican  Indian  Rebels  Show  Readiness  for  Peace 

By  Lorraine  Orlandi 

LA  REALIDAD,  Mexico  (Reuters)  - Zapatista  leader  Subcommander  Marcos 
emerged  from  the  Mexican  jungle  on  Saturday  to  say  his  guerrilla  group  was 
prepared  to  return  to  peace  talks  following  the  end  of  seven  decades  of 
single  party  rule. 

Marcos,  the  charismatic,  pipe-smoking  leader  of  the  Zapatistas,  who  rose 
in  arms  on  New  Year's  Day  1994,  told  reporters  summoned  to  his  hide-out  in 
the  southern  state  of  Chiapas  that  the  rebels  had  set  three  conditions. 

They  were  the  closure  of  seven  military  bases  near  rebel-held  zones, 
implementation  of  a peace  accord  struck  in  1996  but  never  ratified  by  the 
government,  and  the  release  of  all  imprisoned  Zapatista  sympathizers  from 
jail . 

"It  is  possible  to  restart  dialogue  between  the  federal  government  and 
the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation  (EZLN),"  Marcos  said  at  his 
headquarters  of  La  Realidad. 

The  Zapatistas'  conditional  acceptance  of  peace  talks  broke  four  years 
of  stalemate  between  the  guerrillas  and  the  government  of  ex-president 
Ernesto  Zedillo,  who  on  Friday  handed  over  power  to  Vicente  Fox,  Mexico's 
first  leader  since  1929  not  a member  of  the  Institutional  Revolutionary 
Party  (PRI). 

Fox's  defeat  of  the  PRI  in  Duly  opened  the  doors  to  a solution  in 
Chiapas,  where  the  PRI  has  long  been  accused  of  maintaining  a feudal 
system  imposed  in  the  1500s  by  the  Spanish  Conquistadors,  and  which  kept 
the  Indian  majority  dirt  poor. 

Elopes  for  peace  were  further  stoked  in  August,  when  the  candidate  of  an 
opposition  alliance,  Pablo  Salazar,  ousted  the  PRI  from  the  Chiapas 
governor's  office. 

If  Peace  Proposal,  Government  Accepts 

Fox,  addressing  an  estimated  5,000  people  who  gathered  in  a square  in 
the  northern  industrial  city  of  Monterrey  on  Saturday  night  for  a post 
swearing-in  rally,  said  he  was  delighted. 

"We  heard  today  with  great  happiness  that  the  Zapatista  Liberation  Army 
of  Chiapas  has  accepted  starting  talks.  There  is  a new  attitude;  there  is 
a new  way  of  thinking,"  he  said  to  applause." 


Fox  spokeswoman  Martha  Sahagun  said  earlier  the  new  government  would 
"evaluate  the  EZLN's  condition." 

"If  it  is  a proposal  for  peace  in  Chiapas,  it  will  be  accepted  a priori, 
" Sahagun  told  reporters  traveling  with  Fox  on  the  presidential  jet  as  he 
took  his  government's  inauguration  on  a roadshow  of  the  interior. 

Marcos  said  he  would  travel  to  Mexico  City  in  February,  "whatever 
happens . " 

Wearing  a ski-mask,  flanked  by  armed  Zapatista  commanders  and  fighters, 
and  peppering  his  statements  with  the  surreal  jokes  that  have  become  a 
trademark,  the  one-time  Mexico  City  intellectual  turned  guerrilla  fighter 
added,  nevertheless,  that  he  did  not  wholly  trust  new  President  Fox. 

On  being  sworn  in  on  Friday,  Fox  said  the  first  project  he  would  send  to 
Congress  was  a four-year-old  bill  improving  Indian  rights,  which  Zedillo's 
government  declined  to  ratify. 

Fox  then  ordered  some  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  troops  encircling  the 
rebels  in  the  Chiapas  highlands  to  withdraw  to  their  barracks,  hoping  the 
unilateral  gesture  would  bring  the  Zapatistas  to  the  negotiating  table. 

Marcos,  speaking  in  a tin-roofed  structure  whose  walls  were  open  to  a 
humid  drizzle,  said  Fox's  unilateral  troop  pull-back  could  just  be  a 
"propaganda  stunt." 

He  also  said  he  wanted  signs  the  peace  accords  reached  between  the 
guerrillas  and  the  government  in  1996  at  the  Chiapas  village  of  San  Andres 
Larrainzer,  would  be  ratified. 

San  Adreas  Accords  To  Congress 

The  San  Andres  accords  are  the  basis  of  the  legal  reform  Fox  said  he 
will  submit  to  Congress  on  Tuesday. 

Down  the  road,  with  peace  declared,  Marcos  said  the  Zapatistas  would 
like  to  become  a political  organization  though  not  a party  as  they  did  not 
aspire  to  power. 

Marcos  said  he  would  personally  lead  a delegation  of  Zapatistas  to  the 
capital  in  February  to  present  their  views  to  Congress  on  necessary  legal 
reforms  to  ensure  improved  indigenous  rights  and  autonomy  of  Indian 
communities . 

"It's  my  duty  to  tell  you  that  from  today,  you  have  inherited  a war  in 
Mexico's  southeast,"  Marcos  said  in  a letter  to  Fox.  "You  should  know  that 
in  addition  to  the  war,  you  have  also  inherited  the  possibility  of 
choosing  how  you  want  to  confront  it." 

Marcos  said  the  Zapatistas  remained  suspicious  of  Fox's  National  Action 
Party  (PAN)  government,  because  of  the  party's  close  ties  to  the  Catholic 
church  and  the  intolerance  its  members  have  sometimes  shown. 

He  criticized  Fox's  Cabinet  for  being  full  of  businessmen,  not 
politicians,  and  said  the  new  president  wanted  to  turn  Chiapas'  Indians 
into  little  businessmen,  something  the  EZLN  could  never  accept. 
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Indian  woman  named  to  top  post 
NOVEMBER  27,  2000 

Mexican  President-elect  Vicente  Fox  named  an  Indian  woman  to  lead  the 
country's  new  Indian  afffairs  office. 


Xochitl  Galvez,  a 37-year-old  Otomi  Indian  businesswoman,  was  named  as 
head  of  the  Office  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Galvez  is  the  youngest  member  of  Fox's  cabinet  so  far.  She  is  calling  on 
more  inclusion  of  indigenous  people,  bilingual  and  multicultural  education, 
and  laws  protecting  indigenous  rights. 

"This  country  cannot  develop  while  indigenous  communities  are  left  out," 
Galvez  said  in  a speech. 

Galvez  grew  up  in  Mexquital  in  central  Mexico.  She  formed  Fundacion 
Porvenir,  an  organization  dedicated  to  helping  malnourished  Indian 
children . 

She  is  also  CEO  of  High  Tech  Services,  a telecommunications  and 
technology  consulting  firm. 
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Mexico's  Fox:  'Never  Again' 

DECEMBER  4,  2000 

Excerpts  of  President  Vicente  Fox's  inaugural  address.  December  1,  2000. 

We  owe  a debt  to  the  indigenous  communities  which  we  must  settle: 
the  original  peoples  of  these  lands  continue  to  suffer  an  intolerable 
situation  of  injustice  and  inequality. 

I promised  during  my  campaign,  and  today  I reiterate:  as  Constitutional 
President  of  the  Republic  I have  been,  am  and  will  be  committed  to  new 
relations  between  the  indigenous  peoples  and  the  Mexican  State.  I shall 
work  tirelessly  until  this  is  achieved. 

I will  implement  programs,  which  they  themselves  will  administer,  aimed 
at  improving  their  communities. 

I reiterate  clearly  and  unequivocally  that  this  task  is  and  will  be, 
from  this  moment  on,  the  direct  responsibility  of  the  President  of  the 
Republic;  that  in  fulfilling  this  commitment,  I will  take  the  lead. 

However,  every  effort  will  be  insufficient  without  the  full  and  constant 
participation  of  the  indigenous  peoples  themselves  and  their 
representatives  in  national  deliberations,  proposals  and  decisions. 

Brothers  and  Sisters  of  the  indigenous  communities. 

To  my  friends  of  the  indigenous  peoples:  Allow  me  to  address  you  in  a 
special  way.  In  a special  way  so  that  it  is  the  future  is  a flourishing 
one . 

As  President  of  Mexico,  I responsibly  pledge  to  create  conditions  that 
make  possible  the  ongoing  participation  of  each  and  every  one  of  you,  of 
your  communities  and  your  peoples,  in  building  the  legal  frameworks  that 
guarantee,  within  the  National  State,  the  full  exercise  of  your  autonomy 
and  your  self-determination  in  national  unity,  so  that  the  future  is  a 
flourishing  one. 

Never  again  a Mexico  without  you! 

In  Mexico  and  in  Chiapas  there  will  be  a new  dawn! 

In  Chiapas,  actions,  not  hollow  words,  will  be  the  backbone  of  a new 
federal  and  presidential  policy  that  leads  to  peace. 

I pledged  my  word  to  send  to  this  Honorable  Congress  as  a bill,  the 
document  prepared  by  the  COCOPA,  which  summarizes  the  spirit  of  the  San 
Andres  Accords.  This  will  be  the  first  act  of  my  administration  related  to 


this  Congress.  Next  Tuesday,  you  will  have  this  bill  here. 

I call  upon  the  legislators,  the  political  forces  and  parties,  to 
deliberate  with  full  responsibility  on  the  capital  topic  embodied  in  that 
document:  that  of  the  State,  society  and  Mexico's  indigenous  peoples. 
Copyright  c.  Indianz.Com  2000. 


Paul  Pureau 
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- — "RE:  Gabriel  Garcia  Marquez"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Nov  2000  10:44:56  EST 
From:  WikeNala 

Sub j : a special  man--Gabriel  Garcia  Marquez 

it  will  be  a sad  day  indeed  when  he  crosses... 

read  and  listen,  and  learn 

wikenala 

Gabriel  Garcia  Marquez*  has  retired  from  public  life  due  to 
health  reasons:  cancer  of  the  lymph  nodes.  It  seems  that  it  is 
getting  worse.  He  has  sent  this  farewell  letter  to  his  friends, 
which  has  been  translated  and  posted  on  the  Internet.  Please 
read  and  forward  to  any  who  might  enjoy  it.  This  is  possibly, 
sadly,  one  of  the  last  gifts  to  humanity  from  a true  master. 

This  short  text,  written  by  one  of  the  most  brilliant  Latin 
Americans  in  recent  times,  is  truly  moving. 


If  for  an  instant  God  were  to  forget  that  I am  rag  doll  and  gifted 
me  with  a piece  of  life,  possibly  I wouldn't  say  all  that  I think,  but 
rather  I would  think  of  all  that  I say.  I would  value  things,  not 
for  their  worth  but  for  what  they  mean.  I would  sleep  little,  dream 
more,  understanding  that  for  each  minute  we  close  our  eyes  we  lose 
sixty  seconds  of  light. 

I would  walk  when  others  hold  back,  I would  wake  when  others 
sleep.  I would  listen  when  others  talk,  and  how  I would  enjoy  a 
good  chocolate  ice  cream!  If  God  were  to  give  me  a piece  of  life, 

I would  dress  simply,  throw  myself  face  first  into  the  sun,  baring 
not  only  my  body  but  also  my  soul.  My  God,  if  I had  a heart,  I 
would  write  my  hate  on  ice,  and  wait  for  the  sun  to  show.  Over 
the  stars  I would  paint  with  a Van  Gogh  dream  a Benedetti  poem, 
and  a Serrat  song  would  be  the  serenade  I'd  offer  to  the  moon. 

With  my  tears  I would  water  roses,  to  feel  the  pain  of  their  thorns, 
and  the  red  kiss  of  their  petals... 

My  god,  if  I had  a piece  of  life...  I wouldn't  let  a single  day  pass 
without  telling  the  people  I love  that  I love  them.  I would  convince 
each  woman  and  each  man  that  they  are  my  favorites,  and  I would 
live  in  love  with  love.  I would  show  men  how  very  wrong  they  are 
to  think  that  they  cease  to  be  in  love  when  they  grow  old,  not 
knowing  that  they  grow  old  when  they  cease  to  be  in  love!  To  a 
child  I shall  give  wings,  but  I shall  let  him  learn  to  fly  on  his  own. 
I would  teach  the  old  that  death  does  not  come  with  old  age,  but 
with  forgetting.  So  much  have  I learned  from  you,  oh  men... 

I have  learned  that  everyone  wants  to  live  on  the  peak  of  the 
mountain,  without  knowing  that  real  happiness  is  in  how  it  is 
scaled.  I have  learned  that  when  a newborn  child  squeezes  for  the 
first  time  with  his  tiny  fist  his  father's  finger,  he  has  him  trapped 
forever.  I have  learned  that  a man  has  the  right  to  look  down  on 
another  only  when  he  has  to  help  the  other  get  to  his  feet.  From 
you  I have  learned  so  many  things,  but  in  truth  they  won't  be  of 
much  use,  for  when  I keep  them  within  this  suitcase,  unhappily 
shall  I be  dying. 

GABRIEL  GARCIA  MARQUEZ 


A QUICK  BIO  ON  THE  MASTER: 

Colombian  author  Gabriel  Garcia  Marquez  began  his  career  as  a 
Journalist  for  a series  of  liberal  South  American  newspapers  in 
the  late  1940' s.  Although  he  toyed  with  fiction  as  a young  man, 
his  first  true  efforts  were  incited  by  the  negative  reviews  of 
contemporary  Latin-American  writers.  The  result  was  the  short 
story  The  Third  Resignation.  The  reviews  of  the  story  were 
positive  and  the  impact  strong;  the  press  heralded  The  Boom, 
a second  generation  of  Latin-American  writers.  Garcia  Marquez 
followed  with  a compilation  of  short  stories  (Big  Mama's  Funeral) 
and  three  novellas  (Leaf  Storm,  No  One  Writes  to  the  Colonel, 
and  In  Evil  Hour).  These  dark,  eerie,  and  sad  works  were 
influenced  heavily  by  Franz  Kafka  yet  the  reveal  the  voice  of  an 
intelligent  young  writer  preparing  himself  for  larger  things. 

Larger  things  came  to  Garcia  Marquez  in  1967.  While  suffering 

From  writer's  block  several  years  earlier,  the  author  suddenly 
had  a vision  of  his  next  novel  --  as  he  has  said,  the  first  chapter 
was  as  clear  as  if  it  had  already  been  written.  The  idea  was  to  tell 
the  story  of  several  generations  of  a Colombian  family  as  his 
grandmother  might  have  told  it:  supernatural  occurrences  and 
unbelievable  events  described  with  unblinking  sincerity. 

After  eighteen  months  of  seclusion,  Garcia  Marquez  produced  his 
Masterpiece  One  Hundred  Years  of  Solitude,  which  has  been 
called  one  of  the  greatest  novels  in  history.  Gabriel  Garcia 
Marquez  was  awarded  the  Nobel  Prize  for  literature  in  1982. 

"RE : Indian  Lawyers:  Feds  Lied  in  Trial"  

Date:  Sun,  3 Dec  2000  13:22:40  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub  j : Indian  Lawyers:  Feds  Lied  in  Trial  (Fwd) 

-<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http: //wire . ap .org/APnews/center_package. html?FRONTID=NATIONAL&PACKAGE 
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DECEMBER  01,  17:35  EST 
Indian  Lawyers:  Feds  Lied  in  Trial 
By  MATT  KELLEY 
Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - The  federal  officials  responsible  for  overseeing  a 
$500  million  system  of  trust  accounts  for  American  Indians  lied  in  court 
and  cannot  be  trusted  to  handle  reforms,  lawyers  for  the  Indians  told  a 
federal  judge  Friday. 

A year  ago,  U.S.  District  Judge  Royce  Lamberth  ruled  the  government  had 
mismanaged  the  Indian  accounts  for  more  than  a century.  He  gave  the 
federal  government  a final  chance  to  correct  problems  in  roughly  500,000 
trust  accounts,  which  hold  proceeds  from  oil  wells  and  other  uses  of 
Indian  land. 

Lawyers  for  the  Indians  said  in  a Friday  court  filing  that  the  federal 
government  missed  its  chance.  The  Indians  said  federal  officials  lied 
during  a trial  last  summer  and  cited  court  findings  that  federal  officials 
have  continued  to  destroy  records.  They  asked  Lamberth  to  appoint  a 
"special  master"  with  the  power  to  force  the  government  to  make  necessary 
changes . 

Justice  Department  spokeswoman  Christine  Romano  called  the  Indians' 
court  filing  "distorted,  misleading  and  inaccurate." 

"It  is  another  in  a long  line  of  attempts  to  intimidate  individuals  who 
are  working  on  trust  reform  by  attacking  their  character  without  basis," 
Romano  said. 

"We  don't  make  allegations,  we  report  facts  to  the  court,"  responded 
Dennis  Gingold,  one  of  the  Indians'  lawyers. 

The  lawsuit  could  cost  the  federal  government  billions  - the  Indians  say 
more  than  $10  billion  - to  pay  account  holders  whose  money  was  mismanaged, 
lost  or  stolen.  Already,  Lamberth  has  held  the  secretaries  of  Interior  and 


Treasury  and  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  in  contempt  of  court 
for  not  turning  over  documents  to  the  Indians. 

But  the  angry  words  from  both  sides  cooled  this  summer  as  lawyers  tried 
to  hammer  out  a settlement.  Gingold  said  lawyers  for  the  Indians  and 
Interior  Department  officials  reached  a tentative,  partial  settlement  in 
August  and  submitted  it  for  ^Justice  Department  approval  in  October. 

The  Dustice  Department  has  not  responded,  Gingold  said. 

"I  guess  they  weren't  interested  in  a settlement,"  said  Keith  Harper,  a 
Cherokee  and  one  of  the  Indians'  lawyers. 

The  Indians  say  Lamberth  should  revisit  his  ruling  because  the  Treasury 
and  Interior  departments  have  continued  to  destroy  records,  with  Treasury 
lawyers  covering  up  the  destruction  of  162  boxes  of  records  for  months 
last  year.  The  Indians  also  say  that  Interior  Department  officials  lied 
last  year  when  they  testified  a new  computer  system  to  track  account 
information  was  "already  operational." 

The  Interior  Department  acknowledged  in  a report  to  Lamberth  this  year 
that  the  computer  system  is  not  ready  yet  and  has  had  serious  problems 
since  before  last  year's  trial. 

Copyright  2000  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Blackfeet  Sell  Hunting  Rights"  

Date:  November  25,  2000 

From:  wolfcrest@hotmail.com  (jim  robertson) 

Sub j : Blackfeet  tribe  sell  hunting  rights  to  non-Indian... 
...big-game/trophy  hunters!!! 

Mailing  List:  The  RedRoad  Newsletter  <TheRedRoadNewsletter@egroups . com> 

When  will  whaling  rights  be  for  sale  to  Japan,  Norway  or  the  hightest 
bidder? 

http : //www. huntwiththeblackfeet .com/ 

The  Big  Horn  Sheep  Herd  of  Glacier  National  Park 

Many  experts  say  that  if  they  could  be  hunted,  there  are  ram's  that  would 
rewrite  the  record  books.  Now  for  the  first  time  ever,  Xoutdoors.com  has 
secured  a Big  Horn  Sheep  Tag  for  the  Blackfeet  Indian  Reservation  that 
borders  Glacier  National  Park. 

You  could  be  the  first  to  hunt  the  Glacier  National  Park  Big  Horn  herd  as 
they  migrate  from  the  park  onto  the  Indian  Reservation  this  winter  as  they 
have  for  hundreds  of  years. 

All  experts  agree  that  Montana  will  produce  the  next  World  Record  Big 
Horn.  Each  year  a ram  is  taken  that  flirts  with  the  record,  but  never  has 
anyone  had  the  opportunity  to  hunt  these  rams  of  Glacier  National  Park. 

The  Blackfeet  Indians  have  watched  the  Big  Horns  migrate  each  year.  They 
know  their  patterns.  They  know  the  country  like  no  man  knows  it...  you 
will  experience  the  adventure  of  a lifetime. 

This  is  a 1 to  3 week  hunt  fully  outfitted  with  all  lodging,  food, 
guiding,  licenses,  etc.  included.  You  will  stay  in  a world  class  lodge  and 
hunt  from  horseback  each  day  as  you  venture  into  the  most  remote  portion 
of  a 5 million  acre  reservation  known  as  the  last  "Best  Place  on  Earth". 

Your  hunt  will  be  filmed  and  aired  on  a nationally  televised  hunting  show 
in  front  of  America.  This  is  your  opportunity...  enter  your  bid  now! 
Registration  & Bid  Form  - all  fields  required 

Blackfeet  Tribe  Looking  to  Cash  in  on  Hunting 
The  Associated  Press 

http: //www. xoutdoor sad ventures . com/ african_safaris/f rontpage . htm 

KALISPELL  (AP)  An  Internet  marketing  company  is  now  publicizing  limited, 
high-priced  hunting  on  the  Blackfeet  Reservation  for  non-tribal  members. 
Maryland-based  Xoutdoors.com  has  negotiated  exclusive  hunting 
opportunities  for  non-tribal  members  and  is  offering  21  permits  for  moose, 
elk,  whitetail  deer,  mule  deer,  black  bear,  antelope  and  buffalo.  One 
bighorn  sheep  tag  also  is  being  auctioned  separately  to  the  highest 
bidder. 


Ideally  located  on  the  eastern  side  of  Glacier  National  Park,  this  new 
hunting  ground  gives  avid  hunters  an  opportunity  to  hunt  herds  of  animals 
of  different  species  that  have  lived  and  thrived  on  this  reservation 
without  the  fear  of  being  hunted,  says  a promotional  statement  from  the 
company. 

However,  tribal  members  have  long  hunted  the  5.1  million  acres  within  the 
reservation  boundaries. 

The  tribal  councils  approval  of  the  agreement  came  partially  from 
necessity,  said  Ira  Newbreast,  director  of  the  Blackfeet  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Department . 

Like  many  tribes  in  the  United  States,  the  perception  that  tribal 
governments  are  on  the  dole,  that  tribes  have  access  to  free-flowing 
federal  dollars  is  totally  wrong,  Newbreast  said. 

So  tribes  often  have  to  look  at  their  own  resources  to  fund  conservation 
management . 

Newbreast  said  proceeds  from  the  limited  permit  sales  are  earmarked 
mostly  for  his  department. 

Dim  Payne,  regional  sales  director  for  Xoutdoors,  said  the  arrangement 
was  largely  the  product  of  a relationship  that  he  and  his  brother,  Eric 
Payne,  had  developed  with  David  Parsons,  an  established  tribal  outfitter 
and  guide. 

The  Payne  brothers  have  lived  part  time  in  Whitefish  for  about  four  years. 

After  last  summers  tribal  elections,  the  men  approached  the  new  tribal 
council  with  their  proposal. 

The  council  approved  selling  the  20  tags  outright  to  Xoutdoors.com, 
leaving  it  up  to  the  company  to  market  the  tags  to  hunters  around  the 
world . 

The  agreement  was  actually  reached  about  a month  ago  early  enough  for  some 
non-tribal  hunts  to  take  place  during  the  reservations  October-November 
general  hunting  season.  Two  antelope  and  one  2,200-pound  buffalo  were 
killed  by  Xoutdoors  company  officers,  Payne  said. 

The  big  deal  is  that  nobody's  hunted  there  before,  except  for  tribal 
members,  Payne  said.  Everybody  wants  to  stick  their  feet  in  first. 

The  prices:  One  bull  moose,  $16,500;  one  bull  elk,  $13,500;  one  whitetail 
buck,  $3,500;  a black  bear,  $2,750;  an  antelope,  $2,950;  a buffalo, 

$6,500. 

They're  pretty  spendy  tags,  and  there's  only  a certain  clientele  you're 
going  to  get  with  those  types  of  prices,  Payne  said. 

Xoutdoors  is  charging  a mark-up  margin  above  what  the  company  paid  for 
the  tribal  permits,  Payne  said,  but  he  stressed  that  most  of  that  margin 
covers  the  cost  of  outfitting  hunters. 

The  price  includes  everything  except  airfare  to  Kalispell,  he  said. 

We're  not  making  a lot  of  money,  because  we  still  have  to  pay  a fully 
guided  hunt.  Once  (hunters)  get  to  Glacier  Park  International  Airport, 
that's  all  they  have  to  do. 

Hunters  will  have  the  option  of  available  guides  on  the  reservation.  Payne 
said  there  is  nothing  permanent  about  the  arrangement,  other  than 
Xoutdoors.com  has  the  first  right  of  refusal  to  obtain  hunting  permits  for 
non-tribal  members  for  the  next  five  years.  The  council  could  decide  not 
to  offer  non-tribal  permits  or  to  charge  higher  prices  for  them  in  years 
to  come,  he  said. 

Copyright  2000  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Lakota  Indians  Defying  DEA"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Nov  2000  10:59:24  -0800 
From:  "Nimchira"  <Nimchira(31swinc . com> 

Sub j : Lakota  Indians  Defying  DEA 

Mailing  List:  ndn-aim  <ndn-aim@egroups . com> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
Lexington,  Kentucky 
November  24,  2000 

Lakota  Indians  Defying  DEA;  Accepts  KY  Co-op's  Offer  to  Replace 


Destroyed  Hemp  Crop 

Contact:  KHGCA  Executive  Director  Doe  Hickey  (859)  277-5115 

Last  August  24,  in  the  centuries-old  tradition  of  trampling  on  Native 
American  rights,  armed  DEA  agents  invaded  sovereign  Lakota  land  and 
confiscated  two  hemp  crops  growing  on  the  poverty-stricken  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation.  The  hemp  was  to  be  a vital  source  for  construction 
materials  to  be  used  by  the  Slim  Butte  Land  Association  housing 
project,  a community-based  economic  development  initiative. 

The  DEA's  seizure  of  the  property  was  in  accordance  with  federal  policy, 
based  on  the  premise  that  hemp  and  marijuana  are  the  same.  Despite  the 
DEA's  destruction  of  this  crop,  the  Lakota  Housing  Project  will  soon  be 
back  on  schedule. 

Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  (OST)  members  and  representatives  of  the  land  use 
cooperative  have  accepted  the  Kentucky  Hemp  Growers  Cooperative's  offer 
to  help  replace  a portion  of  the  hemp  destroyed  in  the  DEA's  war  on 
drugs.  Tom  Cook,  the  project's  coordinator  says,  " We  will  soon  be  going 
to  Kentucky  in  an  effort  to  demonstrate  how  absurd  and  destructive  this 
so-called  'drug  war'  has  become.  Essentially,  we  are  picking-up  exactly 
the  same  material  destroyed  by  the  DEA  - that's  absurd.  We  aren't  going 
to  let  their  foolishness  stop  our  progress." 

The  Kentucky  Hemp  Growers  Cooperative's  president,  Andrew  Graves,  agrees 
the  state  and  federal  governments  are  overstepping  the  bounds  of  reason 
by  equating  hemp  with  marijuana.  "Even  though  Kentucky's  Supreme  Court 
ruled  hemp  'is'  marijuana,  we  continue  to  import  hemp  here  from  Canada. 
Isn't  it  ironic  the  hemp  we  imported  is  now  going  to  replace  the  hemp 
destroyed  by  the  same  federal  government  which  allows  its  importation?" 
asked  Graves. 

Former  OST  President  Doe  American  Horse  asked,  "Why  did  the  DEA  have 
to  destroy  our  legitimate  commercial  crop?  Why  didn't  they  go  a few  hours 
eastward  where  thousands  of  acres  of  hemp  are  growing?  Why  pick  on 
Indians?  We  are  trying  to  make  a living.  We  are  not  promoting  drugs." 

Alex  White  Plume,  whose  crop  was  destroyed,  believes  the  DEA's  actions 
helped,  not  hurt  their  efforts  to  develop  a sustainable  building  program 
on  the  reservation.  "The  very  fact  that  people  are  coming  forward  to 
help  us  has  been  overwhelming  and  gives  us  hope  for  the  future,"  he 
said . 

Former  Gov.  Louie  B.  Nunn  will  present  Doe  American  Horse  with  the 
Kentucky/Canadian  hemp  in  a ceremony  on  November  28,  2000  highlighting 
the  need  for  some  common  sense  regulations  of  industrial  hemp  in  the 
United  States.  Gov.  Nunn  said,  "I  intend  on  traveling  with  the  Indian 
delegation  back  to  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  an  effort  to  help 
educate  the  public  along  the  way  about  the  potential  benefits  of  this 
historical  crop  and  to  demonstrate  that  we  all  need  to  work  together 
to  help  develop  an  agricultural  and  economic  future  that  will  better 
serve  all  people."  (END) 

Time  and  location  of  the  presentation  will  be  announced  Sunday, 

November 
26,  2000. 

DOE  AMERICAN  HORSE 
State  Department  of  Consultations 
9/28/96  Ft.  Laramie,  Wyoming 
STATEMENT  OF  DOE  AMERICAN  HORSE 
TO:  Gere  Smith 
Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
Democracy,  Human  Rights  and  Labor 
U.S.  Department  of  State 
Washington,  D.C.  20520m 

My  name  is  Doe  American  Horse,  grandson  of  American  Horse  who  signed  the 
Ft.  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868.  I am  a member  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  Nation,  and 
I live  in  the  poorest  county  in  America. 

I have  served  the  Oglala  people  as  Tribal  President  for  two  terms,  vice 
president  for  two  terms,  associate  judge,  and  BIA  social  worker.  I was 
chairman  of  the  United  Sioux  Tribes  for  a term,  and  president  of  the 
Tribal  Chairman's  Association  for  one  term.  I am  a Marine  Corps  veteran. 


and  currently  work  as  coordinator  for  a Pine  Ridge  land-use  cooperative. 

Thank  you  all  for  being  here,  and  I welcome  the  efforts  of  the  Clinton 
administration  to  consult  with  sovereign  Indian  nations  in  helping  shape 
the  government's  response  to  the  U.N.  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of 
Indigenous  Peoples.  I also  applaud  the  efforts  of  native  people  who  have 
worked  for  years  laying  the  groundwork  for  our  proceedings  and  represented 
our  interests  to  the  U.N. 

What  I would  like  to  talk  with  you  about  today  is  a way  in  which  our 
people  can  use  their  land  for  their  own  benefit.  My  grandfather  understood 
the  value  of  land  and  was  one  of  four  Oglala  military  commanders  who 
fought  to  protect  it.  He  signed  the  Peace  Treaty  of  1868  with  the 
understanding  and  assurance  that  the  land  would  remain  undisturbed  for  the 
Lakota  People.  American  Horse  signed  the  Treaty  and  worked  thereafter  to 
insure  a permanent  peace.  On  Dunel8,  1889,  he  addressed  the  question  of 
our  national  boundaries  to  the  Congressional  Land  Committee.  And  I quote 
him:  "I  was  there  and  I heard  with  my  own  ears  and  I think  I understand 
what  the  treaty  was.  I understood  at  the  time  of  the  Treaty  of  1868  the 
line  was  to  follow  the  waters  of  the  Platte  River,  and  it  was  to  follow  up 
and  take  in  half  of  the  waters  as  it  goes  to  Independence  Rock.  It  will 
follow  the  ridge  from  there  until  it  strikes  what  is  called  White  Buttes. 
It  would  then  follow  the  Big  Horn  River  and  cross  the  Yellowstone  River, 
and  it  would  follow  on  up  till  it  strikes  the  Missouri  River  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Yellowstone  River,  and  it  would  follow  up  from  thence  down  the 
Missouri  River,  and  take  in  its  waters  until  it  gets  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Platte  River,  and  it  would  follow  up  and  up  the  Platte  from  thence  to  the 
beginning. " 

"And  the  Treaty  that  we  signed  gave  us  plainly  to  understand  that  within 
the  boundaries  I speak  of  we  were  to  roam  inside  of,  and  all  the  animals 
that  roamed  inside  of  that  would  be  our  meat,  and  we  would  raise  our 
children  inside  of  that."  End  of  quote. 

You  can  see  that  my  grandfather  had  a clear  understanding  of  the 
boundaries  of  his  land  as  outlined  in  the  treaty.  This  land  has  never  been 
relinquished  by  the  Lakota  people,  and  was  reduced  to  its  current  size  by 
a succession  of  dishonorable  congressional  actions. 

Since  1868,  as  the  people  lost  their  lands,  we  began  a socio-economic 
collapse  that  continues  to  this  day.  Circumstances  of  history  have  brought 
us  to  a welfare  state  that  perpetuates  dependency  and  despair.  Our 
problems  today,  as  in  the  past,  still  revolve  around  the  issue  of  land. 

The  present  system  of  reservation  land  leasing  holds  no  promise  of 
improving  our  situation,  and  any  proposals  for  change  must  include  means 
by  which  Lakota  people  can  make  productive  use  of  their  land.  This  is  what 
we  are  currently  trying  to  do. 

One  community  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  whom  I represent,  is  organizing 
a land-use  cooperative  to  develop  their  land  toward  attaining  economic 
self  sufficiency.  Among  their  various  objectives  is  a program  of 
industrial  hemp  agriculture.  Non-narcotic  Industrial  Hemp  is  being 
produced  throughout  the  world  for  raw  materials  in  the  production  of  food, 
paper,  textiles,  and  many  other  basic  needs.  These  products  are  currently 
being  produced  from  trees  and  fossil  fuels.  The  United  States  is  the 
largest  importer  of  foreign  hemp  products,  projected  at  a 100  million 
dollars  in  1997. 

"The  U.S.  is  now  the  only  nation  on  the  planet  where  industrial  hemp  is 
not  permitted  to  be  grown."  Letter  from  former  senator  Lloyd  Casey 

I served  in  the  Colorado  State  Senate  in  1993,  '94,  '95,  & '96.  In  1995 
I sponsored  the  first  bill  since  1942  to  allow  U.S.  farmers  to  plant 
industrial  hemp.  There  is  a plant  with  the  botanical  name  of  cannabis.  It 
is  much  better  known  as  hemp.  It  is  a plant  with  a history  as  far  back  as 
humans  have  a recorded  history.  In  colonial  times  it  was  second  only  to 
tobacco  as  a commercial  crop.  In  those  days  of  sailing  ships  hemp  fibers 
made  the  sails  and  all  the  rigging  and  lines.  When  the  United  States  came 
into  existence  both  George  Washington  and  Thomas  Defferson  encouraged  the 
planting  of  hemp  as  an  essential  crop  in  building  up  the  commerce  of  this 
new  nation.  When  a machine  was  invented  in  1935  which  would  do  for 
processing  hemp  as  the  cotton  gin  had  done  for  processing  cotton,  the 


speculation  was  that  hemp  would  become  a billion  dollar  crop.  Hemp  fibre 
would  be  price  competitive  with  cotton.  It  was  already  well  known  that  it 
was  superior  to  cotton  in  strength  and  superior  to  cotton  as  to  being 
weed  and  pest  resistant.  It  was  also  well  known  that  one  acre  of  hemp 
produced  as  much  fibre  for  making  paper  as  four  acres  of  trees.  Hemp  is  an 
annual  crop.  Trees  are  a ten  year  crop.  Hemp  would  become  the  fibre  of 
choice  for  paper  as  it  had  been  from  1500  to  1850. 

Three  things  got  in  the  way  of  hemp  becoming  the  billion  dollar  crop. 

(1)  The  Dupont  Corp  had  invented  a way  to  make  fibre  from  oil  - rayon, 
nylon,  etc., 

(2)  William  Randolph  Hearst  was  heavily  invested  in  forests,  making  paper, 
for  newspapers  and 

(3)  a federal  agency  which  had  tried  to  enforce  alcohol  prohibition  was 
looking  for  a new  prohibition  to  enforce. 

Some  varieties  of  hemp  had  been  used  and  abused  for  centuries  in 

religious  ritual  or  as  a recreational  stimulant.  Hearst  ordered  some  of 

his  journalists  to  begin  a campaign  to  paint  hemp  as  a threat  to  society. 
They  adopted  a word  from  the  Carribean  islands  which,  if  translated,  means 

Mary  lane.  The  word  had  four  spellings.  The  journalists  settled  for 

marijuana.  It  was  not  until  the  1950' s that  chemists  determined  that  hemp 
contained  tetrahydrocannabinol  (THC). 

Some  hemp  plants  contained  less  than  one  percent  of  THC;  some  as  much  as 
twenty  percent.  The  plants  used  for  fibre  contained  less  than  one  percent 
but  in  1937  no  one  was  aware  of  this.  The  Dupont  folks,  the  Hearst  folks 
(Reefer  Madness)  and  the  prohibition  agency  folks  got  together  and  got  a 
bill  passed  called  the  Marijuana  Tax  Act  of  1937.  It  wasn't  meant  to  do 
away  with  the  industrial  hemp  industry,  but  the  law  of  unintended 
consequences  took  over  and  the  industrial  hemp  industry  died. 

In  January,  1942  when  the  Philippine  fibres  were  in  the  control  of  the 
Japanese,  the  U.S.  Dept,  of  Agriculture  had  a movie  produced  entitled 
"Hemp  For  Victory".  We  had  a war  to  win.  The  prohibition  agency  had 
nothing  negative  to  say  about  the  decision  such  as  it  would  send  a bad 
message  to  the  children  in  1942.  The  fact  is  that  during  the  years  1942, 
1943,  1944,  1945  and  1946  there  were  absolutely  no  incidents  of  any  kind 
that  the  thousands  of  acres  grown  had  resulted  in  high  THC  hemps  also 
being  grown  in  the  fields.  Since  1995  eighteen  states  have  had  bills 
sponsored  to  allow  industrial  hemp  to  be  grown.  In  every  instance  the  DEA 
has  testified  against  the  bills  and  leaned  on  county  sheriffs,  city  police 
chiefs,  state  highway  patrols  and  state  bureaus  of  investigation  to  oppose 
the  bills.  The  U.S.  is  now  the  only  nation  on  the  planet  where  industrial 
hemp  is  not  permitted  to  be  grown. 

Hemp  is  not  a drug.  The  DEA  is  entirely  out  of  order  in  testifying 
against  such  bills.  It  is  time  for  congress  to  have  a public  inquiry  about 
the  way  the  DEA  operates  as  Congress  did  last  year  in  the  public  inquiry 
of  the  IRS.  Re-printed  from  HIA  Hemp  News,  1998 
4-H  CLUB 

HEMP  SEED  PROJECT 

Uncle  Sam  has  asked  Kentucky  to  produce  in  1943  the  hemp  seed  for  the 
nation.  Some  of  the  seed  will  be  used  in  1944  to  grow  another  seed  crop, 
but  most  of  it  will  be  used  to  grow  hemp  for  fiber.  Growing  hemp  gives  the 
4-H  club  members  a real  opportunity  to  serve  their  country  in  wartime.  It 
requires  a small  amount  of  fertile  land  and  little  or  no  special 
machinery;  labor  requirements  do  not  interfere  with  schoolwork.  Grow  at 
least  half  an  acre  of  hemp:  one  to  two  acres  would  be  better.  Land  that 
will  produce  50  or  more  bushels  of  corn  per  acre  will  make  12  to  15 
bushels  of  hemp  seed  per  acre.  Club  members  know  how  to  tackle  a new  task; 
try  this  one. 

University  of  Kentucky 

College  of  Agriculture  and  Home  Economics 
Thomas  Cooper,  Dean  and  Director,  1943 

HEMP.  . . 

A clear-cut  alternative 
WHY  GROW  HEMP? 

PROFITABLE  - Because  it  is  such  a hardy  and  versatile  crop,  hemp  farmers 


in  the  US  can  neap  large  profit,  as  do  farmers  in  hemp-exporting  countries 
in  Europe,  Asia  and  Canada.  A recent  study  by  the  University  of  Kentucky 
estimates  that  profits  from  hemp  cultivation  could  be  up  to  $600  per  acre, 
higher  than  returns  on  soybean,  corn  and  wheat. 

SUSTAINABLE  - Hemp  can  be  grown  without  pesticides  and  is  a natural 
herbicide  against  weeds.  Pesticides  cause  12,000  deaths  a year. 

IMPROVES  SOIL  - Because  of  its  deep  root  structure,  hemp  nourishes  and 
replenishes  soil  and  is  a valuable  rotation  crop.  Topsoil  depletion  poses 
an  increasingly  serious  threat  to  the  global  food  supply. 

WITH  YOUR  SUPPORT,  HEMP  FIELDS  WILL  ONCE  AGAIN  FLOURISH  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES! 

AGRICULTURAL  HEMP  ASSOCIATION  VOTER  (AHA  Voter)  Building  a Movement  for 
Agricultural  Hemp  Cultivation. 

PO  Box  8671  Denver  CO  80201,  Ph.  303  298  9414  email  ahavoter@a . . . 
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Sherrill  gets  aid  in  Oneida  Nation  fight 

Madison  and  Oneida  counties,  state  and  Oneida  Ltd.  join  in  property  tax 
legal  struggle. 

By  Michelle  Breidenbach 

Madison  and  Oneida  counties.  New  York  state  and  Oneida  Ltd.  are 
supporting  the  city  of  Sherrill  in  its  battle  to  collect  property  taxes 
from  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation. 

The  Oneida  Indian  Nation  has  not  paid  about  $3,000  in  property  taxes  on 
land  it  originally  occupied,  lost  to  the  state,  then  repurchased  200  years 
later.  The  Nation  includes  Sherrill  in  a 250,000-acre  swath  it  says  the 
state  purchased  illegally  in  the  18th  and  19th  centuries. 

The  Nation  runs  its  own  sovereign  government  on  a patch-work  quilt  of 
12,000  reclaimed  acres  in  the  Oneida  and  Madison  counties,  while  its  claim 
to  the  full  250,000  acres  goes  unsettled  in  federal  court. 

The  city  of  Sherrill,  however,  believes  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  cannot 
operate  a sovereign  nation  within  a nation  - the  United  States.  The  city 
foreclosed  on  the  Oneidas'  SavOn  gas  station,  a T-shirt  printing  shop  and 
several  vacant  parcels  in  the  Oneida  County  city  in  February. 

In  return,  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  asked  a federal  judge  to  stop  the 
process . 

The  counties,  state  and  Oneida  Ltd.  have  filed  papers  in  federal  court, 
supporting  the  state's  smallest  city. 

Lawyers  for  the  counties  argue  the  Oneidas'  refusal  to  pay  taxes  goes 
beyond  Sherrill  to  threaten  the  counties'  tax  bases  as  well. 

David  Schraver  and  Robert  Witmer,  of  the  Rochester  law  firm  Nixon 
Peabody,  use  population  charts  and  maps  to  show  the  dwindling  population 
of  Oneida  people  in  New  York  during  the  past  200  years. 

They  claim  the  1838  Treaty  of  Buffalo  Creek  disestablished  the  Oneida 
reservation  in  New  York.  They  also  quote  federal  officials  in  the  1920s 
and  1930s,  who  said  repeatedly  there  is  no  longer  an  Oneida  reservation 
in  the  state. 

Lawyers  for  state  Attorney  General  Eliot  Spitzer  said  it  is  remarkable 
the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  can  claim  sovereignty  on  land  it  has  not  occupied 
for  200  years.  The  Oneidas'  position,  "threatens  to  impair  the  orderly 
administration  of  state  and  local  governments  in  the  area,"  lawyers  say. 

In  its  brief,  Oneida  Ltd.  lawyers  argue  the  case  is  crucial  to  its 
stockholders.  Oneida  Ltd.  recently  lost  its  standing  to  the  Oneida  Indian 
Nation  as  the  largest  private  employer  in  Oneida  County. 

"The  nation  is  wrong,"  Oneida  Ltd.  lawyers  wrote  to  the  court.  "Indeed, 
with  all  respect,  its  claim  that  the  entire  original  New  York  reservation 
is  still  'vested'  with  'reservation  status'  today  is  legally  and 


historically  frivolous." 

Mark  Emery,  spokesman  for  the  Oneida  Indian  Nation  would  say  only 
"certainly,  we're  confident  that  we'll  be  successful."  He  declined  further 
comment  because  the  case  is  pending. 

The  nation  has  said  its  land  in  Sherrill  is  not  subject  to  taxes  because 
the  federal  government  promised  to  protect  it  in  the  1794  Treaty  of 
Canandaigua . 

U.S.  District  Court  judge  David  N.  Hurd  in  Utica  will  hear  the  case.  No 
court  dates  are  scheduled. 

Thursday,  November  23,  2000 
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Great  Plains  leaders  flex  muscle,  insist  that  NCAI  include  their  agenda 
By  David  Melmer 
Today  staff 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  - Members  of  the  Great  Plains  caucus  of  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians  criticized  the  organization  for  not  including 
the  larger  tribes  in  the  national  agenda  and  debate  and  minced  no  words 
with  Sue  Masten,  NCAI  president. 

The  problem,  caucus  members  argue,  is  the  fact  issues  pertinent  to  the 
larger  land-based  tribes  are  rarely  if  ever  discussed  because  the  tribes 
from  both  coasts  dominate  the  NCAI  agenda  and  their  concerns  are  much 
different . 

Some  of  the  larger  tribes.  Standing  Rock,  Rosebud  and  Cheyenne  River 
Sioux  tribes  were  making  plans  to  or  already  have  pulled  out  of  the  NCAI, 
caucus  members  said. 

Masten  attended  a late  afternoon  caucus  meeting  and  listened  to  the 
tribal  leaders'  frustrations . She  agreed  with  many  points  brought  to  the 
table  by  the  mid-country  leaders. 

Masten  said  this  was  not  the  first  time  the  issue  had  surfaced  and  she 
agreed  there  was  cause  for  concern. 

"We  need  to  be  strong.  We  need  to  be  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the 
tribes.  We  have  the  ear  of  the  White  House  and  Congress,"  she  said. 

Her  advice  was  to  advocate  for  the  larger,  mid-country  tribal  issues. 

And,  should  a new  organization  with  the  large-land  based  tribes  be  formed, 
she  said  she  hoped  it  would  become  part  of  the  NCAI  so  every  tribe  would 
be  on  the  same  page. 

"I  hear  you,  but  it's  the  same  speech  you  gave  in  Palm  Springs,"  said 
Kurt  Luger,  executive  director  of  the  Great  Plains  Indian  Gaming 
Association  and  a member  of  the  caucus. 

"We're  going  to  help  you  understand.  Everybody  in  our  land-based  treaty 
tribes,  which  is  terrible  we  have  to  separate  like  that,  but  we  are  not  the 
culprits  in  this  game. 

"It  took  a lot  of  political  capital  to  get  half  of  those  (California) 
tribes  recognized,  and  that  was  quite  a few  years  ago.  The  problem  is,  you 
know  what  our  choices  are  nowadays.  Every  time  we  turn  around  we  get  either 
the  Sue  Masten  or  Ron  Allen  policies.  You  are  defining  us  as  gaming  tribes. 
You  California  tribes  are  defining  us.  We  are  not  damn  gaming  tribes,  we 
are  treaty  tribes.  So  are  you. 

"You  California  tribes  are  getting  us  into  a bunch  of  damn  trouble.  Who 
are  their  number  one  backers  - Labor  Unions!  If  it  came  down  to  the  AFL-CIO 
chairmen  and  Tex  Hall,  guess  who's  going  to  finish  second.  You  guys  brought 
that  into  our  backyards,"  Luger  said. 

One  of  the  complaints  presented  to  Masten  was  the  way  some  delegates  to 
the  NCAI  bought  their  way  into  the  position  with  money  and  "not  much 
policy."  The  complaint  was  that  during  the  NCAI  election  one  year  ago. 


delegates  said  if  tribes  voted  for  them  they  would  stay  in  contact. 

"Haven't  seen  one  of  them  since  then.  They  quit  helping.  Tried  to  buy 
their  way  into  this  organization  and  the  (National  Indian  Gaming 
Association).  That  is  the  way  we  see  it,"  Luger  said. 

Luger  reminded  Masten  not  to  take  the  criticism  personally,  which  she 
said  she  didn't.  She  admitted  there  were  problems  in  her  backyard  with  the 
California  tribes.  She  is  the  chairwoman  of  the  Yurok  Tribe  of  California 
in  northwestern  California  which  does  not  have  gaming  and  has  a treaty 
with  the  U.S.  government. 

"I'm  concerned  about  the  small  tribes  in  California.  I'm  concerned 
because  they  went  from  nothing  to  a lot  of  money  in  a short  time  and  they 
didn't  know  who  they  were  and  that's  the  reality. 

"...  they  were  very  effective  ...  and  they  have  jeopardized  our 
sovereignty,  simply  because  they  did  not  know  and  did  not  have  the 
recourses  and  became  wealthy  all  too  quick,"  Masten  said. 

She  added  that  the  discussion  within  her  tribal  leadership  about  the 
preservation  of  sovereignty  happens  continually  so  that  the  Yurok  tribe 
doesn't  head  for  the  wealth  and  forget  the  sovereign  nature  of  its  being. 

Masten  was  invited  to  come  to  the  Great  Plains  and  meet  with  the  tribes 
and  learn  about  the  issues  common  to  the  large  land-based  tribes.  Caucus 
members  reminded  her  she  was  invited  but  never  came. 

"The  Pine  Ridge  is  the  poorest  tribe  in  the  country,  and  you  are  dealing 
with  gaming  tribes,"  Skip  Longe,  chairman  of  the  Spirit  Lake  Sioux  Tribe  of 
North  Dakota,  said. 

Tex  Hall,  chairman  of  the  Three  Affiliated  Tribes,  said  issues  that 
involve  consultation  by  the  BIA,  IHS  and  other  federal  agencies  are 
important  to  the  Great  Plains  tribes.  He  said  communication  to  the  NCAI  - 
through  the  tribes  and  the  representatives  to  the  organization  - will  lay 
out  important  issues  where  the  Great  Plains  tribes  will  not  compromise. 

"We  will  not  compromise  on  issues  if  other  areas  have  issues  that 
jeopardize  ours. 

"We  will  not  compromise  on  land  into  trust.  We  will  not  compromise  on 
executive  orders  that  diminish  or  will  jeopardize  our  sovereignty  and 
treaty.  We  want  full  consultation  and  full  tribal  participation,  and  if 
other  areas  have  issues  that  could  jeopardize  that,  we  will  want  NCAI  to  be 
the  vehicle  to  say  let's  all  get  to  the  table  right  now  because  somebody 
over  in  that  part  of  the  country  is  jeopardizing  others  and  we  don't  want 
that  to  happen." 

Great  Plains  tribal  leaders  want  a better  communication  link  between  the 
tribes  and  the  NCAI.  Luger  said  at  a recent  meeting  of  the  Great  Plains 
tribes,  36  people  did  not  respond  when  asked  when  the  last  NCAI  legislative 
update  was  provided  to  them. 

"But  by  God,  we  get  the  bulletin  that  says  it's  time  to  come  to  the 
annual  meeting.  How  can  that  be?"  All  the  elected  officials  in  here  are 
going  to  have  to  make  tough  choices.  What  can  we  do  best  for  these  large 
land-based  tribes?  You  are  forcing  that  choice  on  us,"  Luger  said. 

Masten  said  she  wanted  the  assistance  of  the  Great  Plains  tribes  to 
"find  out  what  the  issues  are  and  fix  it.  We  want  to  work  for  all  tribes 
and  we  can't  afford  for  you  to  pull  out.  I am  sincere  about  working  with 
the  Great  Plains  tribes." 

For  the  past  two  years  tribes  from  Montana,  Wyoming  and  North  and  South 
Dakota  have  worked  to  create  a coalition  of  large  land-based  tribes  to 
better  move  the  issues  important  to  those  tribes  forward. 

At  the  recent  meeting  in  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  tribal  leaders  discussed  the 
fact  that  road  construction  and  repair,  important  issues  for  the  larger 
tribes,  did  not  make  it  to  the  NCAI  agenda.  Health  care  is  a major  issue 
for  the  larger  Great  Plains  tribes  where  more  of  the  smaller  coast-based 
tribes  do  not  have  that  as  an  issue.  Tribal  leaders  at  that  meeting  said 
they  didn't  have  a voice  within  NCAI. 

"Every  once  in  a while  these  wealthy,  newly  organized  tribes  will  have 
to  continue  writing  the  checks  and  get  in  the  political  back  seat.  We  are 
getting  our  a--  kicked  because  of  them.  This  region  needs  to  be 
highlighted,  because  our  treaties  are  going  to  be  attacked  and  they  are 
going  to  say,  'Hell,  these  aren't  a bunch  of  Indians,  these  are  a bunch  of 
gaming  tribes. ' 


"That's  why  we  are  good  and  ticked  off,"  Lugen  said. 

Luger  emphasized  his  point  by  telling  the  group  that  the  newly  elected 
Republican  governor  of  North  Dakota  will  meet  with  Wisconsin  Gov.  Tommy 
Thompson.  Thompson  is  seen  as  anti-Indian  in  policy  and  negotiated  that  28 
percent  of  the  slot  machine  net  revenue  be  given  to  the  state  from  the 
gaming  tribes  in  new  compact  negotiations. 

Masten  agreed  to  a meeting  with  the  Great  Plains  tribes,  however,  pinning 
down  a date  was  difficult.  But,  she  said,  they  will  meet.  She  also  will 
meet  with  representatives  from  the  Zuni  and  Navajo  tribes  on  much  the  same 
topics  - larger  and  treaty  tribes  who  want  more  representation  with  NCAI. 

"We've  got  to  take  this  to  heart.  I'm  telling  you,  if  people  in  your 
corner,  and  I'm  talking  regional  and  a few  others,  don't  wake  up,  they  will 
wake  up  without  this  outfit  in  their  outfit,"  Luger  told  Masten. 

"Nobody  wants  that.  We  were  there  when  they  needed  us.  There  are  tribes 
in  the  United  States  now  that,  because  of  the  wealth  position  they  find 
themselves  in,  they  find  themselves  in  a new  responsibility  as  well  and 
they  need  to  carry  themselves  as  such.  We  can't  afford  some  of  the  mistakes 
that  are  going  on  out  there,  it's  killing  us,"  Luger  said. 

David  Melmer  reports  from  the  Northern  Great  Plains  and  nationally.  He  can 
be  reached  at  (605)  341-0011  or  by  e-mail  David@indiancountry.com. 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 
Martha  E.  Ture 
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from  Rochester  Democrat  and  Chronicle: 

Indian  land  claim  may  hit  area 

New  U.S.  proposal  on  behalf  of  Senecas  could  reach  western  N.Y. 

By  Dohn  Machacek 
Washington  Bureau 

(November  1,  2000)  --  The  U.S.  Interior  Department  has  proposed  a new 
American  Indian  land  claim  case  that  could  affect  property  owners  on  more 
than  100,000  acres  of  prime  suburban  and  rural  land  in  western  New  York, 
Rep.  Thomas  Reynolds  said  Tuesday. 

Reynolds,  R-Clarence,  Erie  County,  said  department  officials  recently 
notified  New  York  state  of  their  recommendation  that  the  Dustice 
Department  file  the  suit  against  individual  landowners  on  behalf  of  the 
Seneca  Indian  Nation. 

An  Interior  spokeswoman  couldn't  immediately  confirm  the  agency's 
decision.  But  a spokesman  for  Gov.  George  Pataki  said  the  governor's 
office  had  been  informed  of  the  recommendation. 

Much  of  the  claim  would  cover  land  in  the  suburbs  south  of  Buffalo  in 
Erie  County  and  in  Alabama  and  Pembroke,  Genesee  County.  But  it  also  is 
expected  to  include  parcels  in  Mount  Morris  and  Leicester,  Livingston 
County;  and  in  Caneadea,  Allegany  County. 

Reynolds  and  a governor's  spokesman  said  that  unlike  other  Indian  land 
claim  cases  in  upstate  New  York,  the  proposed  suit  would  be  filed  only 
against  private  landowners,  not  against  the  state  and  landowners  jointly. 
That's  because  the  new  claim  is  the  result  of  land  purchases  made  in  the 
early  1800s  by  private  citizens  and  did  not  involve  purchases  by  the  state, 
Reynolds  said. 

He  fired  off  a letter  to  President  Clinton  yesterday  demanding  a 
"detailed  summary"  of  the  land  claim  area  and  criticizing  the 
administration  for  a pattern  of  aggressive  action  against  states  and 
homeowners  on  behalf  of  Indian  nations. 

"Beginning  prosecution  on  yet  another  (case)  is  wrong,  especially  since 
you  intend  to  single  out  law-abiding  citizens,"  said  Reynolds,  who 


represents  much  of  the  affected  area.  "It's  divisive,  it's  misguided  and 
it ' s wrong. " 

The  director  of  Pataki's  Washington  office.  Dim  Mazzarella,  called  the 
potential  suit  "outrageous"  and  "another  attack  on  the  homeowners  of 
western  New  York." 

Last  month,  Pataki  called  on  the  federal  government  to  remove  all 
individual  landowners  from  Indian  land  claim  cases  in  New  York.  His  demand 
followed  a decision  by  U.S.  District  Dudge  Neil  P.  McGurn  in  Syracuse  to 
throw  out  demands  by  the  federal  government  that  landowners  be  held 
responsible  for  the  state's  seizure  of  tribal  lands  185  years  ago  in 
violation  of  a 1790  law. 

A key  member  of  the  Seneca  Indian  Nation  said  Tuesday  that  he  was  aware 
that  the  Interior  Department  was  working  on  the  tribe's  proposal  for  a new 
land  claim  in  western  New  York.  But  the  tribe  had  not  been  told  of  the 
recommendation,  said  George  Heron,  former  president  of  the  nation. 

Heron  also  said  the  tribe  did  not  approve  of  involving  private 
landowners  in  the  lawsuit. 

The  new  land  claim  issue  had  implications  for  New  York's  U.S.  Senate 
race  between  first  lady  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton  and  Republican  Rep.  Rick 
Lazio . 

Lazio  has  been  running  radio  ads  upstate  denouncing  the  administration 
for  suing  New  York  homeowners.  The  ads  say  that  "Hillary  Clinton  has  stood 
silent"  on  the  land  claims  issue  and  conclude  that  the  first  lady  "refuses 
to  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  upstate  New  Yorkers." 

A spokeswoman  for  the  Clinton  campaign  said  she  supports  the  federal 
government's  initiatives  on  the  lawsuits  as  a way  of  forcing  the  state  to 
address  the  Indian  land  claims  issues.  But  she  opposes  involving  private 
landowners,  the  spokeswoman  said.  (This  refutes  Lazio's  claim). 
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Tribe  to  sue  U.S.  over  dwindling  salmon  runs 
By  KATHY  KORENGEL 
Herald  Writer 

TULALIP  --  Doe  Hatch  has  one  childhood  memory  he  doubts  he'll  be 
able  to  relive  with  his  own  10-year-old  son. 

"My  dad  took  me  out  to  catch  Chinook,"  said  Hatch,  36,  a Tulalip 
tribal  member  who  now  fishes  commercially. 

"It  breaks  my  heart  my  son  can't  do  that,"  Hatch  said,  adding  that 
wild  chinook  runs  have  diminished  to  the  point  that  Tulalip 
fishermen  haven't  fished  them  commercially  for  almost  a decade. 

The  Tulalip  Tribes'  concern  over  waning  numbers  of  wild  salmon  has 
led  them  to  file  a letter  of  intent  to  sue  the  National  Marine 
Fisheries  Service,  a federal  agency  that  oversees  enforcement  of  the 
federal  Endangered  Species  Act  . 

The  Fisheries  Service  listed  Puget  Sound  chinook  salmon  as  a 
threatened  species  under  the  act  last  year. 

The  Tulalips'  letter  contends  that  new  Fisheries  Service  guidelines 
that  allow  local  governments  to  establish  their  own  conservation 
plans  for  conserving  chinook  salmon  aren't  strict  enough.  If  their 
concerns  are  not  addressed  by  late  December,  they  intend  to  file 
suit  against  the  in  Fisheries  Service  in  U.S.  District  Court, 
according  to  the  letter  of  intent. 

The  new  guidelines  will  take  effect  in  Danuary,  said  Brian  Gorman,  a 
spokesman  for  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service. 


A coalition  of  environmental  groups  filed  a similar  suit  against  the 
Fisheries  Service  recently.  The  Tulalips  are  the  first  American 
Indian  tribe  in  the  state  to  file  such  a letter  of  intent  to  sue  the 
agency. 

The  move  is  mainly  defensive,  said  Terry  Williams,  commissioner  of 
fish  and  natural  resources  for  the  Tulalips.  "It's  like  putting  your 
stake  in  the  ground  with  the  courts." 

Williams  said  the  Tulalips  believe  many  others  will  file  similar 
suits  soon. 

"If  that  occurs,  the  outcome  will  have  a great  effect  on  us.  We  need 
to  be  a participant,"  he  said. 

Gorman  said  he  wasn't  aware  of  the  Tulalips'  letter  or  of  similar 
pending  suits  by  environmental  groups. 

"We  usually  have  20  or  30  suits  filed  against  us  at  a time"  from  a 
range  of  interested  parties,  Gorman  said. 

He  did  say  the  new  Fisheries  Service  guidelines,  known  as  the  4(d) 
rule,  are  part  of  a new  approach  by  the  federal  agency  in  enforcing 
the  Endangered  Species  Act. 

Gorman  said  that  in  the  past,  the  Fisheries  Service  would  decide 
each  request  for  exemptions  to  the  Endangered  Species  Act  on  an 
individual  basis.  The  4(d)  rule  allows  local  entities  --  states, 
counties  and  cities  --  to  draw  up  their  own  conservation  plans, 
which  Fisheries  Service  then  needs  to  approve. 

"They  (the  local  governments)  can  address  specific  conditions  that 
are  peculiar  to  that  state  or  region  that  no  general  federal 
regulation  could  address  adequately,"  Gorman  said. 

Williams  said  the  Tulalips  aren't  disputing  whether  local 
conservation  plans  meet  or  don't  meet  act  standards  for  salmon 
protection.  Their  main  concern  is  that  the  newer,  less  specific 
guidelines  don't  include  measurable  results,  he  said. 

He  also  said  the  4(d)  rule  doesn't  sufficiently  meet  the 
requirements  of  other  federal  laws,  such  as  tribal  treaties.  The 
Tulalips,  through  previous  treaties,  have  been  guaranteed  fishing 
rights  in  their  traditional  fishing  grounds,  which  extend  south  to 
Vashon  Island,  north  to  the  Canadian  border  and  west  into  the  Strait 
of  Duan  de  Fuca. 

"Salmon  are  a property  right  to  the  tribes,"  Williams  said,  which 
tribal  members  kept  in  exchange  for  giving  land  to  the  federal 
government . 

The  federal  government,  in  return,  "is  supposed  to  oversee  the 
tribes'  resources  and  maximize  those  resources,"  Williams  said. 

Gorman  put  the  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Tulalips  and  the 
Fisheries  Service  simply:  "The  tribes  think  we  aren't  doing  enough 
(to  protect  salmon),  and  we  think  we're  doing  enough." 

Hatch,  who's  been  making  a living  fishing  since  he  was  15,  is  one  of 
those  who  thinks  Fisheries  Service  isn't  doing  enough. 

"They  still  aren't  coming  back,"  Hatch  said  of  the  salmon. 

"Something's  happening.  It  has  to  be  (habitat)  upriver. 

"We  used  to  have  60  fishing  boats,  and  now  we  have  12,"  Hatch  said. 
"Nobody  can  survive  on  fishing  anymore. 

He  added  that  he  had  to  start  catching  crab  to  get  by. 

"It's  a hard  thing,  because  nobody  wants  to  bite  the  bullet"  and 
take  responsibility  for  saving  the  salmon.  Hatch  said. 

"I've  had  to  bite  the  bullet.  The  tribes  have  had  to  bite  the 
bullet,"  he  said.  "Everyone  has  to  help." 

You  can  call  Herald  Writer  Kathy  Korengel  at  425-339-3429 
or  send  e-mail  to  korengel@heraldnet.com. 

Copyright  c.  2000  The  Daily  Herald  Co.,  Everett,  Wash. 
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Mailing  List: 


ndn-aim  <ndn-aim@egroups . com> 


Please  pass  this  on: 

Help  the  environmentally  concerned  Mohawks 
SAVE  ROBINSON  BAY 

BACKGROUND: 

Robinson  Bay  is  a beautiful  natural  area  that  traditional  Akwesasne 
Mohawk  people  use  and  have  used  to  gather  plants  and  trees  with  medicinal 
properties.  This  site  is  a peaceful  area  that  is  home  to  many  species  of 
wildlife.  The  bay  itself  has  beaver  dams  and  other  water  animals  living 
there  that  live  there  undisturbed  by  people.  All  of  this  is  in  jeopardy 
of  being  destroyed  by  the  building  of  an  aquarium. 

Although  there  has  been  protests  to  the  development  of  this  area,  the 
three  chief  system  tribal  council  [St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe]  has  signed  an 
agreement  with  the  Aquarium  Board  in  Massena  to  develop  this  beautiful 
and  natural  landscape  into  a commercial  site  that  will  house  an  aquarium 
at  Robinson  Bay. 

Concerned  Akwesasne  Mohawks  have  found  that  the  Aquarium  being  built  on 
this  site  would  destroy  the  wild  life  and  plants  such  as  trees  and  the 
medicines  that  currently  call  Robinson  Bay  home.  They  have  found  that 
this  site  is  an  ancient  archaeological  cultural  site. 

Environmentally  concerned  Akwesasne  Mohawk  people  have  vocally  opposed 
the  Robinson  Bay  development.  Mohawk  elders  have  written  to  the  aquarium 
board  expressing  their  disappointment  at  the  disregard  of  their  culture 
and  the  natural  world.  The  President  of  the  Aquarium  Board,  at  a public 
meeting  held  at  the  HUD  building  in  Akwesasne,  agreed  not  to  build  at 
Robinson  Bay,  and  said  they  would  move  it  to  Cole's  Creek.  However,  the 
next  day  he  reneged  on  his  promise. 

The  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe  has  signed  an  agreement  to  allow  the  Robinson 
Bay  aquarium  to  be  built.  We  need  to  persuade  them  to  do  what  is  right 
and  not  allow  the  building  of  the  aquarium  at  Robinson  Bay.  We  need  to 
persuade  those  who  are  backing  the  building  of  this  project  at  Robinson 
Bay  to  reconsider  their  support.  This  includes  the  following:  The  New 
York  State  Power  Authority,  Massena  New  York  Economic  Development,  St. 
Lawrence  University,  Clarkson  University,  and  SUNY  Potsdam. 

Please  help  the  Akwesasne  Mohawks  stop  the  destruction  of  Robinson  Bay! 
We  are  all  responsible  for  protecting  Mother  Earth  and  the  indigenous 
cultures.  It  is  our  hope  that  through  peaceful  means  and  the  power  of 
the  Internet  we  can  persuade  the  tribal  council  to  act  responsibly,  and 
we  hope  the  backers  of  this  project  will  realize  that  their  support  of 
the  Robinson  Bay  project  is  not  a very  smart,  nor  a good  thing  for  them 
to  do. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 

* Pass  this  information  on  to  concerned  people  and  environmental  & human 
interest  groups. 

* Show  that  you  do  not  support  the  destruction  of  a traditional  medicine 
gathering  area  and  the  cultural  integrity  of  Robinson  Bay  by  mailing, 
faxing,  and  where  available,  to  e-mail  the  following  supporters  of  the 
aquarium  at  Robinson  Bay.  [Example  form  letters  are  included  below  they 
can  be  copied  and  pasted,  or  printed  and  sent  to  the  following  address:] 

St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe 
Rt.  37  Box  8 A 
Hogansburg,  New  York  13655 
Tel.  518-358-2272 
Fax  518-358-3203 

St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe  Environmental  Division 

412  State  Route  37 

Hogansburg,  N.Y.  13655 

(518)  358-5937 

(518)  358-6252  (Fax) 

earth@northnet .org 


New  York  State  Power  Authority  Economic  Development  and  Marketing: 
edpab@nypa . gov 
or  1-888-IOBSNYPA. 

Massena  Community  Development 
KATHI@communitysights . com 

St.  Lawrence  University 
23  Romoda  Drive 
Canton,  NY  13617 

General  Information:  (315)  229-5011 
lcania@stlawu . edu 

Clarkson  University 
Potsdam,  NY  13699 
webmaster@clarkson . edu 

SUNY  Potsdam 
44  Pierrepont  Ave. 

Potsdam  NY  13676 
webmaster@potsdam.edu 

EXAMPLE:  FORM  LETTER:  Copy  and  paste  into  a new  mail,  or  use  it  as  an 
example  of  what  to  say  and  ask  for. 

St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe 
Rt.  37  Box  8 A 
Hogansburg,  New  York  13655 
Tel.  518-358-2272 
Fax  518-358-3203 

Dear  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe:  (Tribal  Chiefs:  Hilda  Smoke,  Alma  Ransom,  Paul 
Thompson.:  Tribal  Sub-Chiefs:  Richard  Terrance,  John  Bigtree  Hr.,  and  Harry 
Benedict) 

It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe  has  agreed  to 
allow  the  Aquarium  Board  of  Massena  to  build  an  aquarium  at  Robinson  Bay. 
This  traditional  area  is  being  used  by  Akwesasne  Mohawks  to  gather  plants 
and  trees  with  medicinal  properties.  In  addition,  this  site  also  is  an 
ancient  archeological  site. 

I feel  that  the  placing  of  this  project  at  the  Robinson  Bay  location  is  not 
in  harmony  with  fostering  peaceful  relations  amongst  the  people  of  the 
community,  it  negatively  effects  the  natural  environment,  and  it  will 
negatively  effect  the  future  generations'  use  of  medicines  found  at  that 
location.  The  Robinson  Bay  site  is  an  important  cultural  site  that  should 
be  preserved. 

I appeal  to  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribe  to  retract  their  support  of  the 
Robinson  Bay  site  for  the  aquarium  project  and  to  build  it  in  the  Cole's 
Creek  area,  which  is  not  being  used  as  a medicine  gathering  area,  nor  does 
it  contain,  to  my  knowledge  ancestral  remains.  An  alternative  for  the 
building  of  the  site  exists,  and  I hope  that  you  will  choose  to  build  the 
aquarium  at  Cole's  Creek,  for  it  is  an  alternative  that  will  foster  peace. 

Sincerely, 

FORM  LETTER  #2  To  Ask  organizations  to  retract  their  support. 

Dear  Sirs: 

It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  your  organization  is  funding  or  in  support 
of  building  an  aquarium  at  Robinson  Bay  despite  the  protest  from  many 


Mohawk  people.  This  traditional  area  is  being  used  by  Akwesasne  Mohawks 
to  gather  plants  and  trees  with  medicinal  properties.  In  addition,  this 
site  this  is  also  an  ancient  archeological  site. 

I feel  that  the  placing  of  this  project  at  the  Robinson  Bay  location  is 
not  in  harmony  with  fostering  peaceful  relations  amongst  the  people  of 
the  community  and  community  at  large,  it  negatively  effects  the  natural 
environment,  and  it  will  negatively  effect  the  future  generations'  use  of 
medicines  found  at  that  location.  The  Robinson  Bay  site  is  an  important 
cultural  site  to  many  traditional  Mohawk  people,  and  it  should  be 
preserved . 

I appeal  to  your  organization  to  retract  your  support  of  the  Robinson  Bay 
site  for  the  aquarium  project  and  to  build  it  in  the  Cole's  Creek  area, 
which  is  not  being  used  as  a medicine  gathering  area.  Also,  importantly, 
it  does  not  contain,  to  my  knowledge,  ancestral  remains.  An  alternative 
for  the  building  of  the  site  exists,  and  I hope  that  you  will  choose  to 
build  the  aquarium  at  Cole's  Creek,  for  it  is  an  alternative  that  will 
foster  peace. 

Sincerely, 

To  subscribe  to  this  group, send  an  email  to: 
ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups . com 
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Nimpuc  Tribes  await  recognition 
NOVEMBER  29,  2000 

Two  divided  bands  of  the  Nipmuc  Tribe  of  Massachusett  await  a decision 
from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  on  their  status  as  a federally 
recognized  tribe. 

The  Hassanamisco  band  and  the  smaller  Chaubunagungamaug  band  initially 
filed  a petition  as  one  tribe  in  1980.  In  1996,  the  Chaubunagungamaug 
split  off  and  filed  its  own. 

But  Chaubunagungamaug  Chief  Wise  Owl  aka  Edwin  Morse,  said  he  will 
pursue  court  action  against  the  other  if  necessary.  Meanwhile, 

Hassanamisco  Chief  Running  River  aka  William  Gould  says  they  are  cousins 
but  Wise  Owl  won't  admit  it. 
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Murder  trial  begins 
NOVEMBER  30,  2000 


The  trial  of  David  Rivas,  accused  of  murdering  Don  Horn  on  the  Blackfeet 
Reservation  in  Montana  opened  in  federal  court  on  Tuesday. 

The  Billings  Gazette  doesn't  say  if  Rivas  is  a member  of  the  tribe  or 
not.  Federal  authorities  have  jurisdiction  over  crimes  committed  by 
Indians . 

News  Clips:  Reservation  murder  case  now  before  federal  judge 
(The  Billings  Gazette  11/30) 
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US  Judge's  Refusal  to  Extradite  an  Aboriginal  Fugitive  For  His  Part  in  the 

Gustafson  Lake  Standoff 

From:  Dowsling,  Deborough  C FOR: EX 
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Friday,  Nov.  24,  2000 

FIRST  REPORT  PROVINCIAL: 

US  JUDGE  ACCEPTS  'UPRISING'  ARGUMENT  RE  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  US  JUDGE  PUTS  FN 
TITLE  ISSUE  IN  BC  IN  GLOBAL  CONTEXT  IN  PINAWANAKWAT  RULING,  COMPARES  BC  TO 
WEST  BANK 

CBC  RADIO  - WORLD  REPORT  Friday,  November  24,  2000 

6:05,  7:05,  8:06  a.m.  "A  US  judge's  refusal  to  extradite  a fugitive  back 
to  Canada  is  being  touted  as  a victory  for  Aboriginal  people"  An  Oregon 
court  has  ruled  that  James  Pinawanakwat  is  entitled  to  protection  from  the 
US  for  his  part  in  the  Gustafson  Lake  standoff  five  years  ago.  The  man 
the  conflict.  Yvette  Brent  reports. 

John  Hill  is  better  known  as  Splitting  the  Sky.  He  was  part  of  a 
two-month  standoff  near  Gustafson  Lake  north  of  Vancouver.  The  conflict 
was  over  a piece  of  ranch  land.  It  pitted  Aboriginals  in  camouflage 
against  the  police  and  the  military.  By  the  end,  thousands  of  rounds  had 
been  fired  and  seventeen  people  were  arrested.  Splitting  the  Sky  says  the 
Oregon  court's  decision  not  to  extradite  James  Pinawanakwat  sends  a clear 
message  to  the  Canadian  government. 

HILL:  There  hasn't  been  a victory  of  this  magnitude  for  Indian  peoples  in 
five  hundred  years,  and  I think  that  this  judge  here  clearly, 
unequivocally  stated  look,  let's  put  away  the  illusions  and  let's  put  away 
the  justifications  for  colonialism  and  let's  look  at  the  rule  of  law. 

Pinawanakwat  was  convicted  of  mischief  causing  damage  and  possession  of  a 
weapon.  He  fled  Canada  while  on  parole.  He  fought  extradition  saying  he 
was  part  of  a Native  uprising  based  on  political  and  religious  grounds. 

The  US  State  Department  said  there  was  no  such  rebellion  in  Canada  in 
1995,  but  Portland  judge  Janice  Stewart  (sp)  disagreed.  Anthony  Hall  is  a 
Professor  of  Native  American  Studies  at  the  University  of  Lethbridge. 

HALL:  When  criminal  acts  are  pursued  in  order  to  advance  a liberation 
struggle,  sometimes  those,  those  acts  are  deemed  forgivable.  After  all, 
the  United  States  came  out  of  a violent  opposition,  taking  up  of  arms 
against  the  legitimate  authority  of  that  time,  the  British  Empire. 

BRENT:  The  Canadian  Justice  Department  in  Ottawa  hasn't  decided  whether 
it  will  try  again  to  have  Pinawanakwat  returned  to  Canada.  Yvette  Brent, 

CBC  News,  Vancouver. 

CBC  RADIO  - EARLY  EDITION  Friday,  November  24,  2000 

6:20  a.m.  "Interview  with  Professor  Tony  Hall  of  the  University  of 
Lethbridge  re  Gustafson  Lake  fugitive,  James  Pitawanakwat ' s granting  of 


political  refugee  status  by  US  judge"  Host  Rick  Cluff. 

CBC:  Five  years  ago,  lames  Pitawanakwat  raised  a rifle  and  fired  at  a 
police  helicopter.  He  was  one  of  eighteen  people  arrested  and  then 
convicted,  after  a standoff  between  Native  people  and  police  at  Gustafson 
Lake,  here  in  BC.  Later  he  escaped  and  fled  to  the  United  States,  but  he's 
considered  a fugitive  here  in  Canada.  Now,  he  has  been  refugee  - political 
refugee  status  in  the  States  in  a precedent-setting  case.  That's  what  a 
United  States  federal  court  judge  has  ruled  - giving  him  status  as  a 
political  refugee.  To  talk  about  this  case  we've  reached  Professor  Tony 
Hall.  He  was  the  expert  witness  for  the  defence  in  the  extradition  trial. 

He  teaches  Native  American  Studies  at  the  University  of  Lethbridge.  Good 
morning.  Professor. 

HALL:  Hi. 

CBC:  Briefly,  could  you  give  us  a thumbnail,  remind  us  of  what  happened 
back  in  1995  at  Gustafson  Lake. 

HALL:  Well,  at  Gustafson  Lake  there  was  a standoff  concerning  the  legal 
status  concerning  the  legal  status  of  a piece  of  land  near  100  Mile  House 
that  from  the  Native  perspective  was  a sacred  site  where  they  had  been 
conducting  their  Sun  Dance.  From  the  perspective  of  the  BC  government, 
they  were  trespassers  on  private  property,  so  there  was  a conflict  that 
ensued,  and  built  up  into  what  I believe  is  the  largest  mobilization  of 
military  force  in  Western  Canada  since  the  revolt  of  Louis  Riel  when  the 
Metis  was  quashed  in  1885.  So  it  was  a very  serious  confrontation 
involving  the  Canadian  military  - the  judges  ruling  puts  a great  emphasis 
on  the  fact  that  Canada  felt  menaced  enough  that  its  jurisdiction  was 
being  challenged  to  the  point  that  it  called  in  the  army,  and  this  was 
only  the  third  time  since  WWII  that  the  army  was  called  in  - so  you're 
listeners  will  recall  in  1995  that  this  was  reported  quite  a bit.  The 
ruling  points  out  that  there  was  an  official  campaign  of  what  was  called, 
in  the  RCMP,  disinformation  and  smear,  and  so  the  perception  that  the 
public  may  have  got  about  what  was  going  on  was  coloured  or  tainted.  There 
were  very  serious  Constitutional  issues  at  play  here,  because,  of  course, 
most  of  British  Columbia  is  not  covered  by  Treaty.  There  have  been  just 
recently  Treaty  negotiations,  in  the  last  few  years  that  have  started,  but 
the  Gustafson  group  alleged  that  the  these  Treaty  negotiations  - that  the 
format  was  incorrect,  and  the  Indian  title  issue  in  British  Columbia  is  in 
fact  international  in  character.  So  ironically,  this  ruling  from  the 
United  States,  where  a judge  was  looking  at  this  - and  I think  looking  at 
the  information  without  having  gone  through  the  kind  of  reports  and  the 
kind  of  opinion-twisting  that  was  in  sense  government  policy  at  the  time  - 
that  she's  come  up  with  this  ruling,  and  more  of  less  indicated  that  the 
impression  that  was  given  at  the  time  really  misrepresented  the 
seriousness  of  what  was  taking  place. 

CBC:  Of  course,  the  shot  that  was  heard  around  the  Province,  not  quite 
the  world,  but  the  shot  heard  around  the  Province,  was  fired  by  lames 
Pitawanakwat.  How  did  he  end  up  in  the  United  States  in  an  extradition 
trial? 

HALL:  Let's  be  clear  here,  that  the  ruling  makes  it  clear  that  77,000 
shots  were  fired  by  the  government  toward  the  camp,  lames  Pitawanakwat 
himself  was  in  a truck  that  was  landmined.  It  was  exploded.  After  that 
episode  by  the  government's  - by  the  RCMP's  own  account,  he  faced  10  to  20 
thousand  rounds  of  bullets  so  there  was  fired  returned  from  the  camp,  but 
lets  put  this  in  context.  There  was  a ten  month  trial,  the  judge  in 
Portland  criticises  the  nature  of  that  trial,  criticises  ludge  losephson 
for  not  allowing  the  'colour  of  rights'  argument,  in  any  case,  lames 
Pitawanakwat  got  a three  year  sentence.  He  served  one  year,  he  was  on 
parole,  he  absconded,  he  left  for  the  United  States,  he  was  arrested,  he 
was  apprehended,  Canada  applied  to  have  him  extradited,  the  State 
Department  took  over,  and  essentially  now  the  State  Department  of  the 
United  States  has  been  overruled  and  this  judgement,  it  seems  to  me, 
stands  as,  essentially,  American  foreign  policy  right  now. 

CBC:  So  the  American  court  has  given  him  political  refugee  status.  What 
does  that  mean? 

HALL:  Well,  a word  like  political  refugee,  this  isn't  in  the  law,  itself, 
the  key  word  in  extradition  Treaty  between  Canada  and  the  United  States  is 


if  the  offences  are  about  political  characters,  so  the  ruling  addresses 
this  notion  of  offenses  of  a political  character,  and  it  looks  at  a number 
of  precedents,  one  in  particular  the  Quinn  case,  which  involved  a member 
of  the  Irish  Republican  Army.  It  essentially  is  a provision  in  the 
extradition  Treaty  that  acknowledges  that  there  are  such  a thing  as  a 
legitimate  liberation  struggles,  that  sometime  these  liberation  struggles 
involve  violent  confrontations  with  the  government,  and  let's  not  forget 
that  the  United  States  itself  grows  out  of  one  such  confrontation,  that 
the  United  States  exists  because  groups  took  up  arms  against  what  they  saw 
as  an  oppressive  regime,  the  British  Empire,  and  so  I think  there  is  a 
kind  of  sensitivity  or  an  attitude  in  the  United  States  that  is  inclined 
to  recognize  that  there  is  such  a thing  . . . 

CBC:  So  you're  saying  by  this  ruling  now  this  American  judge  and  American 
policy  looks  at  Canada  now  as  being  an  oppressive  regime? 

HALL:  Uh,  well,  I think  that's  a,  that's  what  we  have  to  take  from  this. 
For  instance,  it  say  here  the  Gustafson  Lake  incident  involved  an 
organized  group  of  Native  people  rising  up  in  their  homeland  against  the 
occupation  by  the  Government  of  Canada  of  their  scared  and  unceded  tribal 
land.  There  is  in  the  ruling  something  of  the  idea  that  British  Columbia 
has  a status  somewhat  like  the  West  Bank,  say,  what  they  call  the  Occupied 
Territories,  adjacent  to  Israel.  I mean  is  the  West  Bank  Israel,  is  it 
Palestine?  There  is  quite  a bit  of  discussion  about  the  Palestinians,  the 
Tamils  in  Sr  Lanka,  the  Basque  separatists,  and  even  some  reference  to  the 
Quebec  independence  movement.  So  she  is  really  putting  the  Indian  title 
issue  in  British  Columbia  in  a much  broader  global  context. 

CBC:  So,  Professor,  how  do  you  expect  our  federal  government  will  respond 
to  this  ruling  now? 

HALL:  Well,  I'm  told  by  different  media  outlets  that  I've  been  speaking 
to  that  the  Federal  government  doesn't  want  to  say  anything,  that 
essentially  the  federal  position  all  along  has  been  a cover-up.  One  of  the 
problems  that  the  judge  refers  to  in  the  ruling  is  essentially  the 
Canadian  government  wouldn't  present  any  real  evidence.  So  I think  it's 
really  important,  this  is  a deeply  serious  issue,  calling  into  the 
military  into  the  most  complex  legal  issue  in  the  country,  the  BC  land 
issue,  and  into  the  most  delicate  human  rights  issue,  the  fact  that  even 
land  mines  were  used,  or  were  allegedly  used  in  such  a delicate  situation, 
that  the  powers  of  the  army  were  invoked,  that  really,  there  is  a need  for 
some  real  accounting  and  now  its  very  clear  that  this  is  an  issue  of 
foreign  policy  between  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

CBC:  Professor  Hall,  it's  an  interesting  story,  we'll  continue  to  follow. 
Thanks  for  speaking  with  us  this  morning. 

HALL:  Okay. 

CBC  RADIO  DAYBREAK  Friday,  November  24,  2000 

6:45  a.m.  CBC:  "Five  years  ago  lames  Pitawanakwat  raised  a rifle  and 
fired  at  police  helicopter.  He  was  one  of  eighteen  people  arrested  and 
convicted  for  the  standoff  at  Gustafson  Lake."  Later  he  fled  to  the  United 
States,  in  Canada  he  is  considered  a criminal  fugitive.  But  after  a court 
decision  in  the  United  States  he  now  has  status  there  as  a political 
refugee.  Professor  Tony  Hall  helped  prepare  the  defense  in  that 
extradition  trial  and  he  is  on  the  line  now.  Good  morning. 

HALL:  Good  morning. 

CBC:  Let's  just  review  first  of  all.  It  was  five  years  ago,  let's  review 
what  happened  at  Gustafson  Lake. 

HALL:  Well,  there  was  a traditional  Sun  dance  on  a site  near  Hundred-Mile 
House.  This  had  been  going  on  for  a number  of  years  without  major 
incident.  In  1995  it  started  with  putting  up  a fence.  The  group  of  Sun 
Dancers  were  trying  to  keep  out  the  cows.  This  was  taken  as  in  a sense 
staking  out  the  turf,  a kind  of  trespass  on  private  property.  So  from  the 
position  of  those  inside  the  camp  they  didn't  see  themselves  as 
trespassers  and  they  invoked  the  deeper  issue  of  title  to  British 
Columbia.  The  fact  is  that  much  of  British  Columbia  is  not  subject  to  any 
treaties  according  to  the  terms  of  constitutional  documents  on  ceded 
Indian  land.  So  this  very  quickly  escalated.  The  British  Columbia 
government  under  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh  took  a very  forceful 


position.  It  became  what  I believe  is  the  biggest  mobilization  of  military 
forces  in  western  Canada  since  the  quelling  of  Louie  Riel  and  the  Metis  in 
eighteen  eighty-five.  So  the  fact  that  the  Canadian  military  was  there, 
the  Canadian  Army.  The  Judge  in  Portland,  Judge  Stewart  [sp],  put  a great 
amount  of  emphasis  on  the  fact  that  the  Canadian  government  felt  menaced 
enough  that  it  called  in  the  Canadian  army,  looked  at  the  situation  as  a 
real  challenge  to  Canada's  jurisdiction,  and  looked  at  it  essentially  as 
an  insurrection  to  be  quelled. 

CBC:  How  did  Mr.  Pitawanakwat  end  up  in  the  United  Sates  at  an 
extradition  trial? 

HALL:  Well  he  served,  there  was  a tenth  month  trial.  And  the  trial  itself 
came  up  some  criticism  from  the  Judge  in  Portland  who  said  Judge  Josephson 
failed  to  allow  the  "colour  of  rights"  argument.  Basically  that  the  people 
at  Gustafson  believe  they  were  standing  on  the  law,  that  they  had  that 
belief.  But  in  any  case  James  Pitawanakwat  got  a three-year  sentence,  he 
got  out  after  one  year.  He  was  on  parole,  he  left  he  absconded.  He  was 
arrested  in  Portland. 

CBC:  So  by  crossing  the  border  he  broke  his  parole? 

HALL:  He  broke  his  parole,  so  technically  the  violation  that  Canada  wants 
him  for  is  breaking  his  parole.  But  the  Judge  goes  on  to,  of  course,  say 
that  the  parole  is  connected  to  these  other  offenses.  And  there  is  in  the 
extradition  Treaty  between  Canada  and  the  United  States  a provision  that 
says  if  the  offenses  are  of  a political  character  then  the  person  shall 
not  be  extradited.  And  much  of  the  judgement  then  goes  on  to  look  at  well 
what  does  this  mean  and  looks  at  different  precedents.  Looks  at  cases 
involving  the  Irish  Republican  Army,  Basque  separatists,  Tamils  in  Sri 
Lanka,  mentions  the  Quebec  independence  movement  and  eventually  the  judge 
by,  in  a sense  overruling  the  State  Departments  request,  this  ruling  now 
stands  as  essentially  American  foreign  policy.  So  all  over  the  planet 
there  is  going  to  be  liberation  struggles  saying  you  know  this  is  very 
significant  that  the  judicial  arm  of  the  most  powerful  country  in  the 
world  is  acknowledging  essentially  that  there  is  such  a thing  as 
legitimate  struggles  to  throw  off  oppressing  regimes.  The  United  States 
after  all  came  out  of  one  such  struggle.  People  took  up  arms  in  the  United 
States  to  throw  off  as  what  they  saw  as  an  oppressive  regime,  the  British 
Empire  and  here  we  are. 

CBC:  But  this  is  the  decision  of  one  judge.  It  could  be  overturned. 

HALL:  Well,  of  course,  if  the  State  Department  wants  to  they  can  appeal 
it . 

CBC:  Can  Canada  appeal  it? 

HALL:  No.  Of  course  Canada  - the  United  States  is  a sovereign  country  and 
Canada  can  make  a request,  and  no  doubt  you  know  they  work  very  closely 
together.  The  case  mentions,  the  ruling  mentions  the  case  of  Leonard 
Peltier,  a very  famous  case,  that  outside  of  the  United  States  he  is  often 
sited  as  America's  number  one  political  prisoner.  He  was  extradited  in  the 
mid-1970's  from  BC.  So  the  Judge  actually  refers  to  the  Peltier  case,  sort 
of  wonders  why  Canada  didn't  defend  Peltier  with  this  political  character 
argument.  But  in  a way  this  defines  the  Pitawanakwat  case  as  of  a higher 
order  of  political  significance  than  the  Peltier  case.  So  it  has  very 
serious  implications  for  foreign  policy  relations  between  Canada  and  the 
United  States. 

CBC:  And  as  you  say  other  nations  as  well.  So  you  would  think  that  State 
Department  would  be  interested  in  at  least  thinking  about  appealing. 

HALL:  Well,  I would  imagine  this  is  going  to  be  appealed  and  actually  its 
technically  wouldn't  be  appeal,  it  would  be  a second  request.  There  is 
this  Quinn  case  that  did  go  all  the  way  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  United 
States.  But  essentially  it  seems  to  me  what  the  Judge  is  doing  here  is 
pointing  to  the  reality  that  there  are  a type  of  human  rights  violations 
where  governments  themselves  are  so  involved  as  the  perpetrators  that  they 
are  not  very  credible  when  it  comes  to  being  the  arbiter  and  judging  that. 
And  of  course  we  see  that  very  clearly  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  You 
wouldn't  ask  the  courts  in  Yugoslavia  to  decide  who  in  Yugoslavia  who  is 
war  criminal.  It  is  seen  that  there  kind  of  has  to  be  some  higher  order  of 
court  to  make  these  kinds  of  assessments.  The  assumption  is  that  this 
doesn't  apply  to  North  America  but  I think  this  ruling  really  does  open  up 


the  consideration  that  North  America  has  human  rights  violations,  that  the 
theft  of  land  from  Indian  peoples  and  what  could  be  argued  as  ethnic 
cleansing  that  is  part  of  the  history  of  this  hemisphere  since  1492.  That 
if  we  are  going  to  open  these  issues  in  places  like  the  Balkans  we  are 
going  to  have  to  deal  with  these  issues  also  in  our  own  backyard. 

CBC:  It's  an  American  court  decision  but  what  effect  do  you  think  it  will 
have  on  Canada  in  other  Native  land  disputes  here? 

HALL:  Well,  I think  that  very  phrase  Native  land  disputes,  she  sort  of 
takes  that  on,  and  she  says  look,  and  I am  quoting  from  the  ruling  here, 
control  over  land  is  one  of  the  primary  reasons  for  the  existence  of 
government.  And  often  it  is  the  cause  of  wars  between  nations.  Given  the 
substantial  economic  consequences  the  Aboriginal  title  question  in  Canada 
clearly  is  a highly  charged  issue  for  both  Native  and  non-Native  people. 

So  the  idea  that  we  look  at  land  claims  or  land  disputes  as  domestic 
issue,  I think  that  era  is  over  now,  that  this  is  not  exclusively  a 
domestic  issue,  that  the  British  Columbia  Indian  title  issue  does  belong 
in  the  international  arena,  and  ironically  that  is  of  course  is  the 
position  that  the  group  of  Gustafson  were  standing  on.  Their  lawyer,  Bruce 
Clark,  sought  political  refugee  status  himself  in  Norway.  His  argument  was 
that  BC  has  essentially  developed  outside  the  rule  of  law.  And  the  judge 
does  give  some  very  serious  consideration  to  Dr.  Clark's  argument,  and 
points  out  that  there  was  also  something  a disinformation  and  smear 
campaign,  that  in  order  for  the  government  to  kind  of  cover  up  the  deeper 
constitutional  issues  that  were  at  play  here,  the  group  were  demonized, 
and  this  was  depicted  as  if  it  was  simple  criminal  matter.  And  so  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  a lot  of  reckoning  that  Canadian  officials  have  essentially 
covered  up  on  this,  not  wanted  to  talk  about  it.  And  I think  to  this  day 
that  this  is  basically  the  position  to  say  nothing  about  it. 

CBC:  All  right  that  is  the  big  picture.  Where  does  all  of  this  leave 
lames  Pitawanakwat? 

HALL:  Well,  right  now  lames  Pitawanakwat  is  essentially  in  the  protection 
of  the  US  government.  He  is  essentially  gotten  asylum  and  the  US 
government  is  protecting  him.  And  I remind  you  that  lames  Pitawanakwat  was 
in  the  truck  that  was  exploded,  a land  mine  was  exploded.  That  the  ruling 
points  to  the  fact  that  77,000  government  rounds  were  fired  into  the  camp. 
You  know  lames  Pitawanakwat  has  really  suffered  what  is  arguably  the 
greatest  mobilization  of  government  firepower.  So,  of  course,  the  idea 
that  he  does  perhaps  need  protection  is  not  all  together  an  outrageous 
notion . 

CBC:  Does  he  have  any  problems  like  immigration  problems  or  anything  like 
that? 

HALL:  Well,  there  is  an  issue  of  deportation  that  is  a whole  other  kind 
of  procedure.  There  is  also  a Treaty  between  - it  was  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  an  old  Treaty  called  lays  Treaty.  So  the  US 
recognizes  that  Native  Americans  that  registered  Indians  in  Canada  do  have 
a right  to  live  and  work  in  the  United  States.  So  he  is  subject  to  lay's 
Treaty. 

CBC:  All  right  thanks  very  much. 

HALL:  Ok. 

CBC:  Bye  now. 

HALL:  See  you  now. 

CBC:  Professor  Tony  Hall  is  in  the  Native  American  Studies  Faculty  at  the 
University  of  Lethbridge.  We  also  called  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  for  a response  and  they  didn't  wish  to  appear  on  our  show  and 
comment  at  this  time. 
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Wagner  cop  won't  be  charged 
By  LEE  WILLIAMS 
Argus  Leader 
published:  11/30/00 

WAGNER  --  The  Charles  Mix  County  State's  Attorney  has  decided  not  to 
charge  Wagner  Police  Chief  Ed  Zylstra  with  using  excessive  force  in  the 
October  19  arrest  of  an  American  Indian  woman. 

Witnesses  told  authorities  that  Zylstra  threw  Sharon  K.  Gullikson  to  the 
ground  along  Main  Street  in  Wagner,  handcuffed  her,  then  pulled  her  up  by 
the  cuffs,  cutting  her  wrist.  Gullikson  was  charged  with  disorderly 
conduct  and  resisting  arrest. 

State's  Attorney  Scott  Podhradsky  did  not  return  telephone  calls  to  the 
Argus  Leader  Wednesday. 

In  an  Associated  Press  story,  Podhradsky  said  he  based  his  decision  not 
to  charge  Zylstra  on  a Division  of  Criminal  Investigation  report  in  which 
the  police  chief  and  Gullikson  "similarly  described  what  happened." 

"No  further  action  will  be  taken,  and  I have  closed  the  case," 

Podhradsky  said. 

The  state's  attorney's  decision  has  angered  Yankton  Sioux  tribal  members. 

"It  calls  into  question  the  reputation  of  the  DCI  and  the  state's 
attorney,"  said  Glenn  Drapeau,  a tribal  official.  "I  don't  see  how  their 
findings  support  the  outcome." 

After  the  Argus  Leader  published  a story  on  the  incident,  Podhradsky 
called  for  the  DCI  investigation,  which  Attorney  General  Mark  Barnett 
promised  to  expedite. 

According  to  the  Associated  Press,  Podhradsky  said  the  investigators' 
report  showed  Zylstra  walked  with  Gullikson  to  the  curb.  She  then  stepped 
back,  scraping  Zylstra 's  shin  and  stepping  on  his  foot,  Podhradsky  said. 
Zylstra  fell  and  Gullikson  was  pulled  down  with  him.  Zylstra  then  grabbed 
Gullikson  by  the  back  of  her  neck,  pushed  her  face  down  on  her  stomach, 
and  handcuffed  her  behind  the  back. 

Ron  Sully,  director  of  the  Yankton  Sioux  Canku  Teca  "New  Road"  Treatment 
Center,  said  he  was  present  when  DCI  agent  Dim  Severson  interviewed 
Gullikson  at  the  treatment  center. 

"It  was  evident  enough,  what  she  described,  that  it  was  very  excessive 
force,"  Sully  said  Wednesday.  Gary  LaPlante,  a chemical  dependency 
counselor,  also  was  present  during  the  questioning. 

Both  men  said  they  never  heard  Gullikson  mention  slipping  or  losing  her 
footing  and  falling  into  the  police  chief. 

"There  wasn't  any  loss  of  balance,"  Sully  said.  "She  told  the  agent  he 
just  grabbed  her  and  threw  her  down.  She  explained  it  to  him  and  even 
demonstrated  how  Zylstra  approached  her.  She  never  said  her  feet  were 
tangled-up. " 

LaPlante  said  Gullikson  was  not  a threat. 

"Until  now,  I've  never  heard  of  any  force  used  without  justification," 
he  said.  "There  was  not  justification  for  his  actions." 

Severson  and  Zylstra  would  not  respond  to  Argus  Leader  questions  on  the 
case  Wednesday.  Barnett  said  he  hadn't  yet  seen  the  DCI  report. 

"I'm  not  gonna  second  guess  the  thing,  until  I see  the  file,"  Barnett 
said . 

Gullikson  said  she  hadn't  expected  anything  to  happen  to  the  police 
chief. 

"I  don't  change  my  story.  I stand  by  what  I told  you,"  she  said.  "I'm 
angry,  but  it's  what  I expected." 

Reach  reporter  Lee  Williams  at  lwilliam@argusleader.com  or  331-2318 


Paul  Pureau 
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From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Peltier  Walk  for  Freedom  and  more! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

PROGRAM  FOR  THE  COUNTDOWN  TO  CLEMENCY  PELTIER  WALK  FOR  FREEDOM 
AND  OTHER  SOLIDARITY  EVENTS 

NATIONAL  EVENT: 

Countdown  to  Clemency  Peltier  Walk  for  Freedom 
Sunday  December  10  in  New  York  City 

7:00am  Sunrise  Ceremony  led  by  David  Chief  at  Battery  Park,  near 
Brooklyn/Battery  Tunnel,  near  the  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  (by  the 
ferry) 

11:00am  Gather  in  Union  Square,  walk  begins  at  12:00  noon 

2pm-4pm  program  of  speakers  and  cultural  activities  at  Dag  Hammarskjold 
Plaza  at  the  United  Nations.  Speakers  include  survivors  of  the  Pine  Ridge 
reign  of  terror,  Peltier  family,  Peter  Matthiessen,  Alice  Walker,  Dennifer 
Harbury,  Ramsey  Clark,  Amnesty  International  and  many  more. 

*You  can  help  get  the  word  out  about  this  event  by  encouraging  your  local 
radio  stations  to  download  and  play  the  PSA  from  our  web  site: 
www.freepeltier.org  (features  excerpts  from  Democracy  Now's  interviews  with 
Leonard  Peltier  and  President  Clinton) 

**If  you  are  in  the  New  York  City  area  and  you  want  to  help,  please  call 
the  NYC  hotline  at:  212-539-6027 

SUPPORT  MUMIA  ABU  3AMAL  - DECEMBER  9TH  NYC 
Freedom  March  for  Mumia  Abu  lamal 
Saturday,  December  9,  2000 

12  Noon  - March  beginning  at  96th  & Broadway  (Harlem) 

3 PM  - Rally  at  Mother  AME  Zion  Church,  140  West  137th  Street 
(The  international  concerned  family  and  friends  of  Mumia  moved  their  event 
from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  in  solidarity  with  the  Walk  for  Leonard 
Peltier. ) 

EVENTS  IN  SOLIDARITY: 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 
Sunday,  December  10 
3-5pm 

UN  Plaza  (Market  & Me  Allister  at  7th  St) 

Multi-Faith  Prayer  Circle  for  Leonard  Peltier 
Contact:  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group:  415-648-8472 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN 

Sunday  December  6th  -10th  at  Peace  Maker  Center,  4 day  Prayer  Vigil 
for  more  info  call  Peace  Maker  Center:  612-724-3129 

December  10  at  11:00  am  march  from  Peace  Maker  Center  to  Basilica  of  St. 

Mary 

ceremony  and  program  at  church  until  4:00pm 

4:00-6:00pm  at  Peace  Makers  Center,  educational  forum  on  the  case  of  Leonard 
Peltier,  includes  slide  show  and  info  on  how  to  help 
for  more  info  contact  Stephanie  Autumn  651-578-7205 

GENEVA,  SWITZERLAND 

November  25th/  Demonstration  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  Mumia  Abu-3amal  in 
Start  at  5pm  at  Geneva  Train  Station  (Cornavin),  will  go  to  the  United 
Nations  Plaza  (Place  des  Nations)  and  will  end  in  front  of  the  US  Embassy. 


For  more  information:  LPSG-Switzerland  Tel  41-21-944-34-52 
libre@vtx. ch 


FRANCE 

December  2nd/National  Day  in  support  of  Leonard  Peltier  and  Mumia 
Abu-jamal  - France  (vigils  and  demonstrations  in  7 towns  in  France  asking 
for  ^Justice  and  Freedom  for  Leonard  and  Mumia) 

In  Paris:  Demonstration  will  start  at  2pm  Place  de  la  Republique  and  will  go 
in  direction  of  the  US  Embassy  (Place  de  la  Madeleine). 

For  more  information  : LPSG-France  Tel  33- (0)1-43-73-05-80 
lpsg-france@wanadoo.fr 

Call  the  White  Flouse  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Dustice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  Walk  For  Freedom! 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  27  November  2000  20:55:07  -0500 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66050 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Date:  Mon,  4 Dec  2000  02:53:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  orion-c@webtv.net 

Sub j : Prisoner  in  Colorado  Urgently  Requires  Your  Assistance 

Date:  Monday, 

November  13,  2000 
Urgent  Action: 

John  Eldridge  #86881, 

Box  777  E-2-23, 

Canon  City,  CO  81215 

Mr.  Eldridge  is  a Cherokee  prisoner,  who  has  been  in  23-hour  lock-down 
(isolation)  for  4 years,  an  unusually  long  and  cruel  punishment.  As  a 
result,  he  has  suffered  from  some  mental  problems  for  which  he  was  sent 
to  San  Carlos  (a  prison  mental  hospital),  where  he  spent  17  months 
without  any  rehabilitation. 

Upon  his  return  to  Colorado  State  Penitentiary,  he  was  told  that  he 
would  be  moved  directly  to  a progressive  unit  (with  access  to  open 


population),  which  of  course  was  not  the  case.  He  was  then  required  to 
take  additional  classes  (which  he  did),  that  extended  his  stay  in 
isolation  beyond  the  norm. 

Since  Mr.  Eldridge  was  denied  due  process,  he  attempted  to  file 
grievances  which  were  denied  (and  now  litigation),  for  which  he  is  still 
facing  retaliation  from  prison  officials,  which  includes:  23-hour 
lock-down  (in  reality,  closer  to  24-hours);  denial  to  progress  out  of  a 
maximum  facility;  and  denial  of  a transfer  to  Vermont. 

Mr.  Eldridge  states  that  this  prison  uses  their  progressive  unit  as  a 
means  to  torment  and  punish  prisoners,  and  denies  prisoners  the  right  to 
file  grievances  in  this  regard,  because  the  prison  argues  this  is  a 
classification  issue.  Having  endured  this  punishment  for  4 years,  Mr. 
Eldridge  feels  this  process  "violates  and  tortures  souls  with  no 
recourse".  He  further  states  that  denial  to  the  progressive  unit  is 
happening  to  numerous  prisoners,  but  they  are  afraid  to  speak  out 
because  of  retaliations. 

Mr.  Eldridge' s family  have  tried  to  help  him  obtain  his  move  to  the 
progressive  unit,  as  well  as  his  transfer  to  Vermont,  but  are  constantly 
lied  to  by  prison  officials.  Therefore,  he  is  requesting  that  as  many 
people  as  possible  write  to  the  officials  listed  at  the  end  of  this 
letter,  concerning  the  violation  of  policies  pertaining  to  the 
progressive  unit,  his  lengthy  stay  in  isolation,  and  his  transfer  to 
Vermont.  He  believes  that  numerous  letters  will  help  the  other  prisoners 
facing  similar  problems  regarding  the  progressive  unit. 

Mr.  Eldridge  recently  filed  two  Rule  #106s  (Abuse  of  Discretion),  with 
the  local  court  house,  and  expects  further  retaliation  from  prison 
officials . 

Finally,  he  is  in  need  of  someone  living  in  Vermont  to  act  as  a contact 
person  and  to  assist  with  his  transfer  papers.  Without  such  a person, 
his  transfer  will  never  happen.  If  you  are  willing  to  assist,  please 
write  directly  to  Mr.  Eldridge. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  assistance.  Please  feel  free  to  post  widely. 
Prison  officials  to  contact: 

Warden  Gene  Atherton 
Colorado  State  Penitentiary 
Box  111 

Canon  City,  CO  81215 
phone:  (719)  269-5120 

John  Suthers,  Executive  Director 
Colorado  Dept,  of  Corrections 
2862  South  Circle  Drive 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80906-4195 
phone:  (719)  579-9580 
fax:  (719)  226-4455 

Bill  Zalman 

Classification  and  Inmate  Movement 
Same  DOC  address  as  above  News 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 


Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640509,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : Rustywire:  Angel  of  the  Morning" 

Date:  Tue,  28  Nov  2000  14:22:01  -0000 

From:  "3ohn  Rustywire"  <rustywire@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Angel  of  the  Morning 

Mailing  List:  RezLife  <rezlife@egroups . com> 

The  Spring  of  1967  was  a different  time.  It  was  in  Flagstaff  Arizona. 
It  was  the  Flag  bordertown  Indian  dorm,  they  called  it.  There  was  a 
boys  building  and  a girl's  building  and  a third  building  which  was 
the  admin-cafeteria.  It  sat  on  the  edge  of  the  forest,  large  pine 
trees  surrounded  the  school  on  the  west  side  of  town.  You  would  have 
to  know  where  it  was  to  find  it. 

There  were  many  children  there,  all  Indian  kids  from  the  reservation, 
coming  from  Marble  Canyon  up  by  Page  through  Kaibeto,  Shonto,  then 
through  Kayenta,  Chilchinbeto  clear  down  to  Grand  Falls  by  Luepp  and 
then  Dilcon  and  small  places  no  had  heard  of  like  Selba  Delkai, 
Beshbito,  White  Mesa  and  Lechee. 

The  kids  came  from  hogans,  small  houses  and  far  off  communities,  some 
would  have  said  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  but  it  did  not  seem  like  it. 
They  were  like  other  kids  in  school  but  were  Indian  students.  Navajo 
kids  lived  at  this  school  all  school  year  long  and  then  returned  home 
during  the  summer,  because  Navajo  homes  were  a long  way  from 
anywhere;  school  was  far  off  and  too  difficult  to  get  to  on  a daily 
basis . 

You  would  hear  the  names  Yellowman,  Sloan,  Acothley,  Whitehat, 
lackson,  Rockbridge  along  with  Begay,  Salt,  Tsinnijinnie  and  Yazzie, 
there  were  many  there,  it  was  a part  of  life. 

In  the  Spring  there  was  a visitor.  This  man  embodied  the  hopes  and 

dreams  of  all  young  people  and  for  those  who  lived  on  the  edge  of 
life,  near  civilization,  but  not  quite  in  it.  This  hope  took  the  form 
of  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  a senator  who  wanted  to  see  for  himself  how  the 
War  on  Poverty  had  gone  for  those  in  Indian  boarding  schools. 

He  was  to  come  to  the  dorms  and  go  through  them.  The  floors  of  the 

dorm  were  never  cleaner  and  everyone  stood  in  line  to  get  a haircut 

because  he  was  coming.  Shirt  tails  not  tucked  in  were  the  rage,  a 
small  sign  of  freedom  or  rebellion,  but  during  this  time  if  shirt 
tails  could  be  seen  they  were  cut  off,  so  nobody  wore  them  out,  they 
were  all  tucked  in. 

All  the  kids  stood  on  the  sidewalk,  boys  and  girls  from  the  first 
grade  to  seniors  between  the  boys  dorm  and  cafeteria,  kids  from  there 
were  all  along  there,  Navajo  students  and  watched  as  a bunch  of  blue 
suits  came  out  of  the  building  and  made  their  way  up  the  walk  toward 
those  gathered  there. 

They  came  walking  by.  These  men  were  big  wheels,  the  mayor  of 
Flagstaff,  the  principal  of  the  high  school,  city  councilmen  and 
others  who  had  never  been  to  the  dorm  before  were  walking  with  him. 


How  he  would  be  able  to  see  the  students  with  the  crowd  around  him. 

They  came  on  up  the  walk  and  the  kids  expected  them  to  just  walk  on 
by. 

Robert  Kennedy  stopped  and  stepped  forward.  He  had  a smile  and  long 
hair,  he  pushed  it  back  and  then  extended  a hand  and  the  kids 
gathered  around  and  shook  it.  Some  of  the  kids  were  bashful  and  just 
put  their  heads  down.  He  had  a warm  smile,  shook  everyone's  hand  and 
spoke.  He  had  a magical  quality,  in  that  moment  it  was  as  if  he  knew 
all  about  you,  who  you  were,  where  you  were  from,  what  you  had 
struggled  with  and  in  a smile  he  seemed  to  say,  it's  ok,  I understand 
and  this  is  why  I am  here. 

He  asked  about  the  school,  the  nice  surroundings  and  what  we  wanted 
to  be,  what  our  people  wanted.  He  said  the  kids  there  were  the  future 
of  our  people  and  that  he  was  looking  into  the  conditions  on  the 
reservation.  He  spoke  as  if  he  were  talking  to  each  person,  to  all 
those  who  did  not  have  running  water,  electricity,  not  enough  food 
and  the  opportunities  every  American  should  have. 

He  was  just  like  us  and  there  was  hope  in  his  voice  and  quiet 
strength  in  his  smile.  He  did  not  say  it  as  if  he  were  campaigning, 
but  that  it  was  something  we  should  expect  and  that  was  good  to  hear. 

I thought  the  dreams  of  his  brother  were  not  gone,  that  maybe 
equality  and  someone  from  way  up  on  high  was  still  looking  out  for 
us,  the  common  folks,  to  fulfill  a chance  to  get  some  things  right. 

It  was  hope  we  heard  and  though  he  just  spent  a few  minutes  with  us, 
it  was  as  if  he  was  a talking  to  all  of  us,  every  Indian  person, 
every  American,  everyone  hoping  for  a better  world.  I don't  know  but 
that  is  what  it  seemed  like  to  me. 

This  small  group  of  us  represented  everyone,  made  up  of  all  people, 
and  that  maybe  a better  day  was  coming.  He  continued  up  the  walk  and 
went  into  the  buildings  and  spoke  to  many  children  there.  We  had  kids 
from  the  first  grade  through  high  school.  He  spent  some  time  talking 
to  the  first  graders,  asking  them  about  home,  he  was  concerned  that 
children  so  young  should  have  to  live  so  far  from  home.  He  made  them 
laugh  and  smile  because  he  talked  about  his  own  children  at  home. 

He  later  left  and  spoke  that  evening  at  the  auditorium  at  the  Arizona 
State  College,  now  called  NAU.  My  parents  went  and  listened  to  him 
speak.  I was  able  to  get  an  autograph,  we  have  it  still.  It  is  framed 
in  my  mother's  room  even  now  on  a slip  of  paper.  It  sits  between  the 
pictures  of  John  and  Robert  Kennedy. 

I did  not  go  to  hear  him  speak  but  I knew  anybody  that  could  get 
there  was  there  to  listen  to  him.  I learned  later  that  he  was  running 
for  President.  I thought  it  would  be  good  to  see  him  win.  He  took  the 
time  to  go  not  only  to  our  school  but  to  go  out  on  the  reservation 
and  visit  the  communities  and  homes  there,  to  speak  to  people  who  had 
no  one  to  speak  for  them. 

It  was  that  summer  in  1968  I went  with  some  of  my  friends,  all  of  us 
young  men.  We  went  to  Mexico.  We  were  the  Pepsi  Generation. 

On  this  trip  we  were  friends  from  school.  There  was  a Gomez,  Raoul, 
Cruz  and  four  others,  some  Chicano,  Indian  and  David,  a pale  face, 
but  what  they  heck  we  were  young  and  alive.  We  had  been  friends  over 
the  years,  through  my  school  years.  We  all  shared  youth  and  all  of  us 
were  getting  to  the  age  where  Vietnam  was  looming  in  front  of  us. 

I had  hoped  that  with  Kennedy  in  office  that  the  need  for  the  draft 
would  disappear;  somehow  go  away,  this  was  what  we  talked  about.  I 
think  we  thought  he  would  bring  about  an  end  to  the  war,  I don't  know 
why,  it  just  seemed  possible  with  him,  RFK. 

There  we  were,  eight  young  men,  really  just  overgrown  boys,  we 
traveled  all  the  way  to  Mexico  City,  to  Guadalajara  and  Cuzco-the 
Silver  City,  and  then  back  to  Puerto  Penasco-Rocky  Point.  We  went 
down  there  to  Mexico  to  take  a look  around,  to  buy  sombreros  and  also 
in  part  because  we  learned  there  was  no  minimum  age  to  buy  beer.  The 
first  thing  we  did  was  to  buy  a case  of  beer  when  we  got  across  the 
border  and  we  drank  it  when  we  got  to  Rocky  Point,  Mexico. 

We  camped  out  and  saw  Mexico.  At  Rocky  Point  we  stayed  on  the  beach, 
it  was  a beautiful  place.  The  water  was  brilliant  blue.  When  the  tide 


goes  out  the  land  becomes  dry  for  a mile  out  and  you  can  walk  out 
there  to  an  island  made  of  nothing  but  snail  and  sea  shells.  Along 
the  way  there  were  small  depressions,  we  learned  to  avoid  these 
because  crabs  sat  in  there  just  waiting  to  grab  your  feet. 

It  was  Dune  and  the  long  days  of  summer  were  bright,  clear  and  we  did 
not  have  a care  in  the  world.  We  could  catch  the  music  from  Tucson 
and  listened  to  rock  and  roll.  One  morning  we  got  up  and  had  an  egg 
eating  contest,  if  you  asked  for  3 eggs  you  got  6 and  had  to  eat  them 
Being  young  and  adventurous  I chose  to  eat  12,  and  then  had  to  eat 
two  dozen  eggs.  I won  the  competition  but  laid  on  the  beach  to  sick 
to  move  that  morning.  After  going  behind  a sand  dune  and  coming  back 
a little  lighter  I felt  better.  We  went  swimming,  the  water  was  warm 

and  we  thought  it  would  be  nice  to  live  here  someday. 

We  joked  about  finding  a girl  to  sneak  back  across  the  border,  to 

take  home.  We  knew  we  had  to  go  home  in  a day  or  two.  The  money  for 

the  trip  had  come  from  cleaning  yards,  working  at  the  bus  station 
cafeteria,  and  raffles.  It  was  a good  day. 

Angel  of  the  morning  was  just  starting  to  play  on  the  radio,  it  was  a 
good  song.  It  drifted  out  onto  the  wind,  we  were  on  the  beach  at  Rock 
Point  looking  out  at  the  Pacific.  I was  propped  up  against  a log 
looking  at  the  water.  I can  hear  the  song  even  now,  it  comes  to  me 
just  like  it  was  yesterday.  It  sounds  pretty  good,  a nice  song.  It 
felt  good  to  be  young  and  carefree  with  just  the  day  ahead  with 
nothing  to  worry  about.  The  song  did  not  finish,  we  were  sitting  on 
the  beach  and  heard  the  words  come  over  the  radio. 

Robert  Kennedy  had  been  shot  in  California.  We  all  stopped  and  called 
for  the  rest  to  come  over  and  listen.  The  disc  jockey  said  that 
Robert  Kennedy  had  been  shot  and  his  condition  was  not  known.  He  had 
been  shot  like  Dohn  Kennedy,  an  assassin  had  shot  him.  We  sat  there 
and  could  not  believe  it. 

It  has  to  be  just  an  attempt,  a superficial  wound.  This  man  who  had 
come  and  spoken  with  us  and  given  hope  and  said  dreams  could  come 
true.  We  sat  there  in  shock  and  after  a while  we  heard  that  he  was 
killed,  he  was  dead.  We  sat  there  for  a long  time  and  were  quiet.  It 
was  a private  time,  the  insanity  of  it  all.  Who  would  do  such  a 
thing?  We  had  been  through  this  before  and  now  this  Kennedy  was  gone. 

It  was  as  if  someone  had  put  something  you  were  looking  forward  to  on 
a table  and  then  took  it  away  without  saying  why. 

We  went  our  separate  ways  and  I guess  cried  on  our  own.  We  were  men, 
tough,  and  no  one  could  see  us  weak,  but  the  red  eyes  were  there.  We 
drove  into  town  and  the  Catholic  Church  was  full  of  people  and  we 
went  in.  We  said  a silent  prayer  with  those  gathered  there  and  we 
decided  it  was  time  to  go  home.  We  packed  up  and  then  left  to  our  own 
land,  the  United  States,  to  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  our  home. 

We  weren't  sure  about  tomorrow  and  some  hopes  that  vanished  with  the 
song.  It  seems  we  don't  have  anyone  to  speak  for  us,  not  only  as 
Indians,  but  as  as  a people,  for  all  people  to  take  the  time  to  come 
and  see  us.  Who  will  talk  to  our  children  and  visit  our  homes  in 
remote  places,  there  is  no  one  and  those  days  seem  to  have  passed.  I 
wish  there  was  someone,  a leader,  to  inspire  and  give  hope  to  us  and 
to  my  children  and  this  generation.  When  I hear  the  song  Angel  of  the 
Morning  it  takes  me  back  to  that  day  years  ago  to  time  of  dreams, 
hope  and  possibilities  that  were  real  and  our  destiny.  Where  are  such 
men  now? 

For  Rezlife  egroups 
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"RE : Poem:  Sacred  Fires"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Apr  2000  11:56:03  -0400 
From:  "Dreamwalker"  <buffalowoman@lamere. net> 

Sub j : Sacred  Fires 


Sacred  Fires 


Watching  the  Sacred  fire 
as  it  dwindles  and  it  dies 
and  all  the  embers  burning 
reflect  in  Eagle's  eye 

The  lessons  and  the  stories 
that  held  us  all  so  dear 
shared  throughout  the  ages 
by  Elders  far  and  near 

And  as  the  embers  die  out 
the  fire  growing  cold 
I hear  again  the  whispers 
from  oh  so  long  ago 

My  Grandfathers  and  Mothers 
who  sat  throughout  the  night 
and  shared  the  very  Sacred 
within  the  fires  light 

The  generations  marching 
within  the  firelight 
grew  bolder  and  much  brighter 
before  the  coming  light 

So  we  would  all  remember 
and  ner  again  forget 
what  held  the  Hoop  together 
from  Dawn  till  evening  met 

Where  have  the  Elders  gone 
where  are  the  stories  old 
who  will  be  left  to  tell  them 
when  we  walk  the  road  alone 

So  many  have  crossed  over 
and  with  them  took  the  Dream 
and  what  have  we  remembered 
and  what  is  as  it  seems 

In  each  day  is  a blessing 
a story  to  be  told 
for  Seven  Generations 
the  Way  must  now  unfold 

But  what  of  those  who  listened 
but  care  not  now  to  share 
who's  lives  of  desperation 
withhold  the  secrets  there 

And  who  among  us  now 
will  light  the  Sacred  Fire 
and  carry  on  Tradition 
and  hold  the  Sacred  Fires 

Who  from  out  the  shadows 
has  still  a Warriors  Soul 
who'll  beckon  all  the  Children 
till  all  the  stories  told 

I see  them  at  the  treeline 
they  watch  in  silent  wait 
for  one  to  step  before  them 
and  reopen  the  gate 


For  if  we  lose  the  stories 
the  Sacred  and  the  Old 
who'll  be  here  tomorrow 
to  see  the  stories  told 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
copyright  2000 

Crys  The  Tears/Dreamwalker~Lakota 
<><><><> 

"A  Nation  is  not  conquered  until  the  hearts  of  its  women  are  on  the 
ground. Then  it  is  done,  no  matter  how  brave  its  warriors  or  how  strong  its 
weapons . " 

Cheyenne 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Nov  2000  06:10:27  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub  j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  10-16 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

10 

Seek  love,  knowledge,  and  above  all  else  --  happiness. 

11 

If  we  can  achieve  a meeting  of  minds,  then  all  our  other 
differences  are  meaningless. 

12 

Welcome  new  possibilities  --  they  are  the  zest  of  life. 

13 

Enjoy  your  dreams,  for  they  come  from  a very  special  part  of 
you . 

14 

Be  creative  in  every  aspect  of  your  life. 

15 

Expect  fulfillment,  and  you  will  achieve  it. 

16 

Help  others  to  achieve  their  goals. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Reviving  a Culture  While  Restoring  the  Environment"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Nov  2000  14:01:33  EST 
From:  MickieTGPR@aol.com 
Sub j : Native  American  News 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

For  further  information,  contact: 

Mickie  Giacomini  (MickieTGPR@aol.com) 

The  Nurre  Companies  916/727-6343 

Reviving  a Culture  While  Restoring  the  Environment 

Lower  Colorado  River,  AZ  - The  roots  of  the  Cocopah  Indian  Tribe  are 
intertwined  in  what  was  once  a vast  and  thriving  Lower  Colorado  River  . . . 
a body  of  water  they  now  strive  to  keep  flowing  for  the  benefit  of  their 
extended  culture  and  future  generations.  In  the  Tribe's  search  for  ideas, 
resources  and  technical  solutions  to  restore  and  balance  the  habitat,  they 
have  turned  to  the  environmental  consulting  firm  of  3ones  & Stokes  (www. 


j ones and stokes . com) . 

"We  want  to  keep  a channel  of  riven  flowing/'  said  Paul  Soto,  a Council 
member  and  resource  planner  for  the  Tribe,  "and  we  also  want  to  keep  the 
memory  flowing.  We  want  to  see  future  generations  taking  an  interest  in 
what  the  river  has  to  offer,  and  to  see  surrounding  lands  benefit  from  our 
efforts . " 

"Most  restoration  projects  are  primarily  ecological,"  explains  Michael 
Langley,  manager  of  Hones  & Stokes'  Phoenix  office.  "The  cultural  aspect 
is  a unique  dimension." 

Hones  & Stokes  began  work  with  the  Tribe  more  than  two  years  ago, 
brainstorming  and  drafting  a habitat  enhancement  concept  plan  that 
identified  opportunities  to  enhance  native  habitats  and  cultural  uses 
along  tribal  and  adjacent  lands  of  the  Lower  Colorado  River.  This 
promising  potential  gives  hope  not  only  to  the  Cocopah  effort,  but  also  to 
many  other  restoration  efforts  along  the  broader  Colorado  River. 

"We're  looking  to  Hones  & Stokes  for  the  technical  expertise  that  can 
measure  and  document,  and  to  gauge  what  we  can  expect  to  achieve,"  says 
Soto.  Says  Langley,  "We're  hoping  this  second  phase  is  going  to  show 
there's  a lot  they  can  do." 

The  initial  concept  plan  identified  15  potential  sites,  with  proposed 
activities  for  each,  to  enhance  public  use  and  habitat  value.  Among  the 
potential  public  use  enhancements:  create  trails  to  allow  public  access 
and  restrict  human  disturbance,  prepare  educational  signs  to  interpret 
natural  features,  construct  an  outdoor  gathering  structure,  prepare  garden 
areas  for  growing  traditional  crops,  and  construct  parking  at  selected 
interpretive  locations.  Among  the  potential  habitat  enhancements: 
establish  native  vegetation  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  control  invasive 
plants  that  compete  with  such  native  vegetation,  and  regrade  lands  to 
encourage  more  diverse  habitats  on  the  banks  and  wetlands. 

The  recommendations  were  based  on  key  needs  for  reviving  cultural 
relationships  to  the  river  by  enhancing  resource  conditions  and  developing 
access  and  use  areas  for  cultural,  spiritual  and  recreational  activities 
by  tribal  members.  Resource  enhancement  would  revive  historical  tribal 
activities  such  as  hunting  and  fishing.  Providing  access  to  the  river  and 
habitat  is  particularly  critical  for  Cocopah  Tribal  Elders,  many  of  whom 
have  physical  limitations. 

"From  its  inception,  the  Cocopah  vision  has  presented  all  of  us  with 
unique  opportunities  and  challenges,"  Langley  said.  "We  hope  its  success 
will  serve  as  a significant  model  for  similar  projects  in  the  future." 
[Text  by  Lisa  Bihn  Pelch] 

Full-length  article  available  at: 

www . j one sand stokes . com/news /nws_f eat ure_cocopah . htm . 

"RE : Dishing  Up  a New  Link  to  the  Internet"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Nov  2000  09:44:02  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "Martha  Ture"  <mturel@seeyouonline. com> 

Sub j : Dishing  Up  a New  Link  to  the  Internet 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

To  view  the  entire  article,  go  to 

http: //www. Washington post . com/wp-dyn/articles/A20175-2000Nov5 . html 

Dishing  Up  a New  Link  to  the  Internet 

SUPAI,  Ariz.  - The  first  thing  that  happened  after  the  high-speed 
Internet  arrived  in  this  Indian  village  was  that  some  people  started 
listening  to  the  radio. 

An  unremarkable  occurrence,  until  one  considers  that  the  Flavasupai 
Indian  reservation  sits  at  the  bottom  of  the  Grand  Canyon,  a two-hour 
drive  and  an  eight-mile  walk  from  anything  resembling  a town.  Its 
squat  wooden  houses  are  encased  by  the  canyon  walls.  Radio  never 
reached  here  before. 

"If  you  don't  know  me  by  now.  . . ."  The  song  seeps  through  the  tinny 
speakers  of  a desktop  computer  in  the  child  welfare  office.  It  has 
traveled  from  an  oldies  station  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  through  the  wires 


of  the  Internet  to  a data  center  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  and  up  to  a 
satellite  23,000  miles  above  the  earth.  Then  down  to  a rooftop 
satellite  dish  in  this  creek-side  settlement  in  the  cottonwoods,  home 
to  500  people  on  the  red  dirt  of  the  canyon  floor. 

Radio  is  now  here,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  World  Wide  Web,  because 
of  a two-way  satellite  Internet  service  run  by  a McLean-based  company 
called  StarBand  Communications  Inc. 

Today,  StarBand  is  launching  its  venture  on  a national  scale--the 
first  such  service  ever  directed  at  consumers.  The  company  is  seeking 
to  establish  satellites  as  a leading  route  for  the  high-speed 
Internet,  alongside  souped-up  cable  television  on  wires  and  DSL,  a 
technology  that  rides  over  phone  lines. 

Though  StarBand  began  its  service  here,  amid  the  sagebrush  and 
prickly  pear  cactus  of  this  Indian  reservation,  it  chose  the  venue 
merely  to  prove  the  point  that  its  system  can  deliver  a signal  far 
from  the  domain  of  cable  and  DSL.  It  aims  to  sell  service  on  less 
remote  ground,  in  suburban  and  semirural  areas  that  sit  beyond  major 
population  centers.  It  is  targeting  the  50  million  U.S.  households 
that  now  have  no  links  to  the  high-speed  Internet,  or  "broadband,"  a 
medium  expected  to  enable  a host  of  data-intensive  services  such  as 
interactive  television,  digital  music  and  video  on  demand. 

"It's  the  only  technology  that  you  can  put  anywhere  in  the  U.S.," 
StarBand  chief  executive  Zur  Feldman  said.  "If  you  can  see  the 
southern  sky,  we  can  put  in  a terminal." 

But  formidable  issues  confront  the  launch  of  StarBand--for  one,  the 
specter  of  competition  from  such  industry  heavyweights  as  Hughes 
Network  Systems,  which  has  grabbed  the  lead  in  the  delivery  of 
satellite  television  service  with  DirecTV.  Hughes  plans  to  introduce 
a competing  service  later  this  year. 

Though  wires  on  the  ground  are  not  foolproof  conduits  for  the 
high-speed  Internet  either,  satellite  systems  entail  tricky  technical 
problems.  Lightning  can  impede  transmission  and  wind  can  blow  the 
dishes  out  of  alignment.  Two  of  the  dishes  in  Supai,  for  example, 
were  recently  put  out  of  order  for  this  reason. 

Not  least,  StarBand  must  confront  fundamental  questions  about  the 
role  of  space  in  the  communications  universe  and  the  economics  of 
satellite  technology.  Once  viewed  as  an  elegant  means  to  transcend 
basic  geographic  limits,  some  consumer  satellite  services  have  more 
recently  gained  infamy  for  the  great  expense  it  takes  to  deploy  them 
before  the  revenue  can  start  to  roll  in. 

But  if  these  challenges  can  be  navigated,  analysts  say  StarBand  could 
gain  rapid  success  for  the  simple  reason  that  great  stretches  of  the 
map  are  now  devoid  of  links  to  the  high-speed  Internet. 

Cable  television  systems  upgraded  for  two-way  Internet  traffic  are 
the  leading  route,  but  they  don't  go  everywhere.  DSL  only  works 
within  three  miles  of  a telephone  central  office,  where  the  switches 
and  other  equipment  are  kept,  leaving  millions  of  households  and 
businesses  out  of  reach. 

"There's  so  much  hype  around  broadband,  but  when  you  look  at  it  in 
terms  of  its  penetration  of  total  households,  it's  less  than  4 
percent,"  said  Fritz  McCormick,  an  analyst  at  Yankee  Group  in  Boston. 
"There's  a lot  of  ground  to  be  covered  still  in  the  market  and  a lot 
of  very  interested  consumers." 

An  Internet  Education 

It  was  Sally  Tilousi  who  first  dreamed  up  the  idea  of  bringing 
broadband  to  Supai.  The  director  of  the  village  Head  Start  office, 
she  is  facing  federal  requirements  to  ensure  that  her  teachers  are 
all  certified  by  2005.  Trouble  is,  only  two  Havasupai  tribal  members 
have  ever  graduated  from  college,  Tilousi  being  one  of  them.  The 
degree  programs  are  far  away  in  Flagstaff,  Phoenix  and  Las  Vegas. 

Family  obligations  and  lean  finances  keep  her  staff  rooted  here. 

Tilousi  went  looking  for  help  at  Northern  Arizona  University,  which 
uses  videoconferencing  and  the  Internet  to  broadcast  higher-education 
classes  to  the  isolated  tribes  of  the  high  desert. 


An  administrator  there  made  inquiries  at  StarBand,  which  is  a joint 
venture  between  an  Israeli  satellite  maker,  EchoStar  Communications 
Corp.,  whose  Dish  network  sells  satellite  television  service,  and 
Microsoft  Corp.,  which  views  the  enterprise  as  a key  way  to  deliver 
its  MSN  Internet  access  to  customers  in  rural  areas. 

The  university  tapped  into  a federal  grant  to  pay  for  the  installation, 
and  two  months  ago  a team  of  StarBand  technicians  arrived.  They  affixed 
six  satellite  dishes  on  the  rooftops--one  at  the  Head  Start  office, 
another  across  the  path  at  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  office,  a 
third  at  the  tribal  court,  another  up  the  road  at  the  tourist  lodge 
and  two  at  the  school. 

Tilousi  is  working  to  get  the  degree  programs  beamed  in  to  Supai.  At 
the  tribal  court,  the  clerk  plans  to  use  the  Web  to  explore 
substance-abuse  programs  to  address  a widespread  drug  and  alcohol 
problem,  a factor  in  90  percent  of  the  criminal  cases  on  her  docket. 

The  principal  at  the  school,  Ronald  Arias,  is  pursuing  plans  to  use 
the  Internet  to  give  his  eighth  graders  a sense  of  the  outside  world, 
before  they  venture  off  to  boarding  schools  scattered  across  the 
West.  It  is  a trip  that  often  ends  badly:  Disconnected  from  home  and 
family,  many  students  turn  to  drink  and  drugs.  Three  of  four  students 
return  without  a diploma. 

Some  wonder  if  the  Internet  might  be  harnessed  to  create  a kind  of 
virtual  high  school  so  children  won't  have  to  leave  at  all. 

"This  is  a turning  point  for  our  community,"  Tilousi  said.  "Now  we're 
able  to  access  resources  on  the  outside." 

Shrinking  the  Satellite  Dish 

The  deployment  in  Supai  also  was  a kind  of  turning  point  for 
StarBand.  In  tandem  with  the  launch  there,  StarBand  set  up  a dish  on 
the  Upper  East  Side  of  Manhattan,  illustrating  the  point  that  its 
technology  can  work  pretty  much  anywhere. 

"The  sweet  spot  is  the  50  million  households  not  passed  by  a cable  or 
DSL  line,"  said  David  C.  Trachtenberg,  StarBand's  president  and  chief 
marketing  officer.  "But  there's  also  going  to  be  customers  out  there 
who  just  don't  want  to  deal  with  the  local  telephone  company  or  the 
cable  company,  or  are  frustrated  with  installation  problems." 

StarBand's  chief  selling  point,  though,  will  be  its  availability  in 
remote  areas  and  not  necessarily  its  price.  Cable  or  DSL  service 
typically  costs  $40  to  $60  a month,  depending  on  the  provider  and  speed 
of  service. 

StarBand  has  yet  to  detail  its  prices.  But  MSN  has  been  quietly 
offering  the  satellite  service  at  kiosks  inside  RadioShack  stores 
across  the  country,  selling  it  for  about  $60  a month  as  part  of  the 
purchase  of  a computer  and  a $395  satellite  dish.  EchoStar  now  plans 
to  begin  selling  StarBand  Internet  service  in  a package  with  its  Dish 
network  television  service  for  at  least  $60  a month.  A special 
satellite  antenna  capable  of  handing  both  services  is  required  and  is 
to  be  be  sold  for  about  $400. 

For  years  the  industry  assumed  that  satellites  would  be  no  more  than 
one-way  vehicles  to  transmit  the  Internet.  They  were  well  suited  for 
bringing  vast  quantities  of  video  and  computer  data  down  from  space 
at  rapid  speed,  but  sending  up  information  was  another  matter:  It 
would  require  a huge  dish,  far  larger  than  the  pizza-size 
contraptions  that  made  satellite  television  an  appealing  option. 

DirecPC,  a unit  of  Hughes,  now  sells  one-way  high-speed  Internet  access 
using  satellites.  When  the  customer  transmits  a signal  out--for  example, 
sending  e-mail  or  requesting  a Web  page--the  data  travel  over  a phone 
line,  which  requires  a dial-in  connection.  That  undercuts  one  of  the 
chief  selling  points  of  broadband--its  "always  on"  connection, 
meaning  a user  need  not  dial  in  and  wait  for  modems  to  connect  before 
venturing  online. 

The  Israeli  satellite  maker  leading  StarBand,  Gilat  Satellite 
Networks  Ltd.,  has  built  two-way  satellite  dishes  for  years,  but  they 
typically  cost  thousands  of  dollars  and  are  much  larger  than  the 
consumer  variety.  StarBand  owes  its  launch  to  an  engineering 


achievement:  Gilat  shrank  the  dishes  and  dropped  the  price  to  less 
than  $400. 

The  company  now  claims  the  much-coveted  distinction  of  being  the 
first  to  market  with  a two-way  system  for  consumers,  but  it  isn't 
likely  to  last  long.  DirecPC  already  is  trying  out  its  new  two-way 
system.  Once  DirecPC  formally  begins  the  service  later  this  year,  its 
powerful  brand  name  and  marketing  muscle  will  count  as  considerable 
assets . 

But  if  satellites  are  to  become  profitable  conduits  for  broadband, 
they  will  have  to  overcome  a recent  history  that  is  rich  in 
disappointment . 

Last  year  Iridium  LLC,  a global  telephone  venture  backed  by  Motorola 
Inc.,  landed  in  bankruptcy  and  elected  to  let  billions  of  dollars  in 
satellites  burn  in  space.  ICOGlobal  Communications  Ltd.,  another 
telephone  enterprise,  met  a similar  fate.  Globalstar,  a business 
backed  by  defense  giant  Loral  Space  & Communications  Ltd.,  could  well 
be  next:  Its  stock  has  plummet  this  year,  to  less  than  $3  at  one 
point  from  more  than  $53,  as  it  struggles  to  gain  customers.  The 
stock  closed  Friday  at  $6  a share,  up  6 cents. 

Analysts  say  these  disasters  all  share  something  in  common--the 
unexpectedly  rapid  spread  of  terrestrial  technologies.  As  cell  towers 
proliferated  farther  away  from  major  cities,  they  brought  customers 
within  reach  of  their  cheaper  technologies,  carving  into  the  market  for 
satellite  telephone  service. 

The  question  now  is  whether  DSL  and  cable  will  similarly  be 
introduced  fast  enough  to  take  a big  chunk  of  the  market  away  from 
the  satellite  companies. 

"There  have  been  so  many  issues  in  the  satellite  space  lately  that 
there's  almost  a tendency  to  say,  'Let's  not  bother  with  that,'" 
said  Andy  Belt,  an  analyst  at  Adventis  Corp.  "There  are  pockets  out 
there  that  are  highly  attractive,"  he  said,  referring  to 
sophisticated  users  and  people  with  real  needs.  "The  question  is, 
does  it  amount  to  something  sufficient  to  pay  for  these  high-cost 
satellite  services?  There's  a significant  fixed  cost  in  keeping  these 
things  flying. " 

"RE : Saving  Odawa  Language"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Dec  2000  08:13:17  -0600 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-01-00 
Forwarded  by  Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

U.  Wisconsin  prof  saving  dying  language 

By  Amanda  Heyman 

Badger  Herald 

U.  Wisconsin 

November  28,  2000 

MADISON,  Wis.  --  A University  of  Wisconsin-Madison  professor  struggling 
to  save  the  American  Indian  dialect  Odawa  from  possible  extinction  is 
working  to  create  an  updated  and  improved  Odawa  dictionary. 

Assistant  professor  of  linguistics  Rand  Valentine,  along  with  professor 
Mary  Ann  Corbiere,  of  the  University  of  Sudbury  in  Ontario,  Canada,  is 
revising  an  Odawa  dictionary  compiled  in  1985. 

The  professors  are  also  adding  a computer  database  component.  Valentine 
said  the  dictionary  will  help  people  trying  to  learn  the  language  outside 
of  an  Odawa  community  and,  additionally,  aid  in  preserving  the  language. 

"It's  estimated  that  by  the  end  of  the  century  80  percent  of  presently 
spoken  languages  will  be  extinct,"  Valentine  said.  "We're  on  the  verge  of 
a massive  extinction  of  languages  because  of  globalization.  And  as  a 
result  globalization  and  historical  attempts  to  eradicate  Native  American 
languages,  many  Native  American  languages  have  become  greatly  endangered. 

Odawa,  a dialect  of  the  Ojibwe  language,  is  primarily  spoken  by  people 
living  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron.  Odawa  has  the  basic  properties  of 
the  Ojibwe  language  but  is  vastly  different,  Valentine  said. 


"It's  like  comparing  English  in  England  to  English  in  America/'  he  said. 

Valentine  and  Corbiere  began  compiling  the  dictionary  two  years  ago  and 
Valentine  estimates  it  will  be  complete  in  the  next  few  years.  In  addition, 

Valentine  recently  finished  writing  a grammar  of  the  Odawa  language, 
which  will  be  published  by  the  University  of  Toronto  Press. 

"A  grammar  shows  how  words  are  used  to  make  sentences,  lays  out  the 
internal  structure  of  words  and  helps  with  pronunciation,"  Valentine  said. 
"It's  basically  a schematic  of  how  the  language  works." 

The  dictionary  is  being  compiled  with  the  help  of  a steering  committee. 
The  committee  consists  of  eight  to  12  elderly  members  of  Lake  Huron 
communities  who  give  the  authors  advice  and  react  to  the  dictionary. 

"They  tell  us,  'We  say  this  differently,'  or,  'This  means  something  else 
in  our  community,'"  Valentine  said.  "They  come  from  communities  up  and 
down  Lake  Huron  and  have  many  different  ways  of  speaking  Odawa.  They  help 
us  represent  as  many  interpretations  as  we  can." 

Valentine  said  the  dictionary  will  help  keep  the  language  alive  for 
conscious  language  learners  who  do  not  have  the  benefit  of  living  in  an 
Odawa  community. 

"The  best  way  to  keep  a language  alive  is  to  speak  it,"  he  said.  "But 
there  are  lots  of  people  trying  to  learn  the  language  outside  of  a 
community  and  the  dictionary  will  be  helpful  to  the  people  who  take  the 
book  learning  route." 

Also,  Valentine  said  the  dictionary  can  serve  as  a historical  marker. 

"A  dictionary  is  a nice  record  of  the  beauty  of  a language  and  how 
people  see  the  world,"  he  said.  "It's  a snapshot  of  one  way  of  being  in 
the  world  of  human  beings.  Odawa  as  it's  spoken  today  encodes  all  the 
ideas  important  to  the  Odawa  people  today." 

Besides  his  work  on  the  new  dictionary,  Valentine  will  participate  in  a 
2001  language  preservation  conference  to  be  held  at  UW  from  Feb.  15-17, 
2001. 

"We're  just  getting  it  together,"  said  Ada  Deer,  director  of  the  UW 
American  Indian  Studies  Program.  "We're  in  the  process  of  contacting  some 
very  dynamic  people." 

- — "RE:  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  3 December  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy . org) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  15:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : new  pow  wow  listing 

o'  si  yo  gary 

please  add  this  to  your  pow  wow  listing. 

Native  Solutions  presents  3rd  Annaul  Intertribal  Powwow  April  27-29,  2001 
times-  Fri  9-2,  students  day. 

Fri  5-10,  dancing  & storytelling. 

Sat  10-10,  grand  entry  11:00. 

Sun, 10-5,  grand  entry  12:00. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Al...  exit  185  off  1-20 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
Admission  $5  - adults 

FREE  - seniors  55  and  up  & children  under  10 
Host  Drum  - Grey  Wolf  Singers,  Choctaw,  Philadelphia,  Ms 
Headman  - Don  Redbear 
Headlady  - Donna  Dulaney 
MC  - Gary  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Buck  Tucker 
Special  Flute  Performance  by  Larry  Campbell 
Learn  about  early  iron  forging  from  Dohn  Williams 

See  a primitive  encampment  with  period  items  such  as  clothing,  tools  & 


weapons  presented  by  Grey  Squirrel  Lodge. 

See  demonstrations  on  beadwork  and  dreamcatchers . 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcome 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed,  Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 
For  more  information  call  Tony  at  256-835-0110  or 

email  sundancer0@hotmail.com  or  call  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  256-820-6315. 
Vendors  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis 

or  emial  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com  or  lamehawk@yahoo.com. 

Thank  you  for  including  this  on  your  listing, 
raven spiritwalker 


Whispering  Wind  - POWWOWS 
ISSN:  0300-6565 

American  Indian:Past  and  Present 
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DECEMBER  2000 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3 AN U ARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 
Gym,  Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 

23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy.(58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 
@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 
oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 


http : // ncn at ivenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217j s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56) , Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring.com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/ nati venation sine /index. ht ml 
3UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www . national powwow . com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 
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We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
e-mail : powwows@ander sons -web . com 

write  us  at: 

Anderson ' s 

11372  Timber  Lane 

Brooksville,  Florida  34601 

Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


December  8 - 10,  2000:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  and  Pow  Wow  at  the  Army 
National  Guard  Armory  in  Newport,  TN.  For  more  information  e-mail: 
joshhayesl@hotmail.com  or  vgc@ornl.gov  or  call  423-475-7483. 

February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 

Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 

For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Hoy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 
North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 


Date:  Wed,  01  Nov  2000  19:31:21  CST 
From:  "D.  Mitchell"  <wanigel@hotmail . com> 

Sub j : Late  Fall  & Winter  Events 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  FESTIVALS  & OTHER  EVENTS  OF  INTEREST 
(December,  2000) 

ABBREVIATIONS:  HM  - Head  Man,  HL  - Head  Lady,  HD  - Host  Drum,  HND  - Host 
Northern  Drum,  HSD  - Host  Southern  Drum,  HV  - Head  Veteran,  MC  - Master  of 
Ceremonies,  FP  - Flute  Player,  ST  - Story  Teller,  WS  - Warrior  Society/Honor 
Guard,  HS  - Head  Singer,  GO  - Gates  Open,  GC  - Gates  Close,  GE  - Grand 
Entry,  GS  - Gourd  Dance  Society. 

Dec.  8-10:  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  & Pow  Wow,  at  the  Army  National  Guard 


Armory,  Newport,  TN.  There  will  be  over  30  Craft  & Dance  workshops,  along 
with  Intertribal  Dancing.  HD:  Gunslingers.  There  will  be  camping  onsite  or 
sleeping  indoors.  There  is  only  room  for  3 indoor  craft  vendors.  Info:  Tim 
Deane  (865)  932-0908. 

Dec.  10:  Countdown  to  Clemency/Walk  for  Truth  & Reconciliation,  from  Union 
Square  in  New  York  City  to  Dag  Hammarskjold  Plaza  at  the  United  Nations. 

This  is  an  emergency  effort  to  bring  about  the  release  of  Leonard  Peltier, 
America's  best-known  political  POW  of  the  US  Government's  20th  Century 
Indian  Wars.  The  event  will  take  place  on  Human  Rights  Day,  and  is  planned 
to  be  a positive  & unified  message  of  support  for  Peltier's  freedom,  and  an 
attempt  to  shed  the  light  of  truth  & reconciliation  on  all  Indigenous 
Peoples.  This  will  be  a peaceful  event.  No  weopons,  alcohol  or  drugs  are 
permitted.  Supporters  will  gather  at  12:00  noon  at  Union  Square  and  march  to 
the  U.N.,  where  a candlelight  vigil  and  a program  of  speakers,  cultural 
activities,  and  traditional  music  will  be  presented  from  2pm-4pm.  The  walk 
will  be  led  by  members  of  Leonard's  family  and  the  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Nation. 
For  more  information,  call  the  New  York  City  Hotline:  (212)  539-6027;  or  the 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee:  (785)  842-5774.  You  can  also  call  the 
White  House  Comments  Line  to  demand  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier:  (202) 
456-1111. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 

This  concludes  my  current  listings.  These  Events  Listings  are  sent  out  upon 
request.  Anyone  wishing  to  subscribe,  unsubscribe,  or  make  corrections  to 
these  listings  should  e-mail  me  at  wanigel@hotmail.com. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf,  Paul  Pureau,  Dohn  D Berry,  Gary  Smith,  WikeNala, 
Chris  Milda,  Dim  Robertson,  Nimchira,  Marth  Ture,  Kola  Headquarters, 
GrayDeer  via  ErthAvengr,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Danet  Smith, 
Dreamwalker,  Mickie  Giacomini,  Debbie  Sanders,  Dohnnie  Rustywire 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Wed  Dec  13  01:46:48  2000 

Date:  13  Dec  2000  01:31:34  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.051 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Fla-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  The  Native  Truth,  KOLA 
Newslist,  A-Infos  News  Service,  Our  Red  Earth,  ndn-aim,  Triballaw,  First 
Nations  & Indian  Heritage  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup: alt . native;  UUCP  email; 
http: //www. duluthnews . com/today /dnt/loc a 1/nat . htm> 

http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignal s/Head lines/showfull . a sp?ID=env/ 1272000 
http://www.indiancountry.com/articles/editorial-2000-ll-29-02 . shtml 
http: //www. a z star net . com/star/tue/001128tohono. html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution.  Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy . org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"I  write  this  book  to  bring  about  a greater  understanding  of  what  being 
an  Indian  means,  of  who  we  are  as  human  beings.  We're  not  quaint 
curiosities  or  stereotypical  figures  in  a movie,  but  ordinary- -and,  yes, 
at  times,  extraordinary- -human  beings.  Dust  like  you.  We  feel.  We  bleed. 
We  are  born.  We  die.  We  aren't  stuffed  dummies  in  front  of  a souvenir 
shop;  we  aren't  sports  mascots  for  teams  like  the  Redskins  or  the 
Indians  or  the  Braves  or  a thousand  others  who  steal  and  distort  and 
ridicule  our  likeness.  Imagine  if  they  called  their  teams  the  Washington 
Whiteskins  or  the  Washington  Blackskins!  THEN  you'd  see  a protest!  With 
all  else  that's  been  taken  from  us,  we  ask  that  you  leave  us  our  name, 
our  self-respect,  our  sense  of  belonging  to  the  great  human  family  of 


which  we  are  all  part." 

"Our  voice,  our  collective  voice,  our  eagle's  cry,  is  just  beginning  to 
be  heard.  We  call  out  to  all  humanity.  Hear  Us!" 

Leonard  Peltier 

"Prison  Writings .. .My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance" 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  i 
I of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  I 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

[ Dourney  [ 

i The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  \ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | 

i ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0510 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  lanuary  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Be  in  New  York  City  December  10th 
Peltier  Walk  For  Freedom! 


Date:  Sun,  10  Dec  2000  21:49:13  -0800 
From:  "Lona"  <tahomagirl@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Make  those  Whitehouse  calls 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups.com> 

As  the  holidays  grow  closer  it  is  more  important  than  ever  that  we 
keep  the  calls  going  to  the  Whitehouse  to  free  Leonard  Peliter. 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


Please  feel  free  to  pass  this  along  to  a friend  that  may  not  belong  to 
lists. . 

Calling  the  regular  White  House  number  (202-456-1111)  on  a daily  basis 
averages  about  $2.00  -$5.00  a week  per  person.. 

Dial  0 to  bypass  the  recording  and  get  through  to  an  operator.. 

The  LPDC  had  purchased  a toll  free  number  if  you  can  not  afford  to 
call  or  are  not  at  a place  where  you  can  make  a toll  call.  It  will 
cost  them  a lot  so  if  you  can  call  the  regular  number,  please  do  so. 
The  toll  free  is . . 

1-877-561-1364. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  well  versed  when  you  call  please  refer  to  the 

LPDC  homepage. . 

http : //www . f reepeltier . org/ 

Thank  you . . 

Lona 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching.  Insure  a maximum  sentence  is  imposed! 


Date:  Thu,  7 Dec  2000  18:41:23  EST 

From:  Rayann6@aol.com 

Sub j : the  death  of  Stevie  Thompson 

One  suspect  pleads  guilty  in  fatal  beating. 

Jacob  Thompson  (no  relation)  plead  guilty  to  second  degree  murder  in  the 
July  fatal  beating  of  Stevie  Thompson. 

Witnesses  told  police  that  Jacob  Thompson  beat  the  victim  in  the  head, 
kneed  him  in  the  stomach,  threw  him  to  the  ground  and  kicked  him  in  the 
head.  The  complaint  also  states  Jacob  Thompson  went  through  Stevie 
Thompson's  wallet,  stole  57  cents,  scissors  and  a sewing  kit  and  then 
urinated  on  him.  According  to  an  autopsy,  Stevie  died  of  head  injuries. 

Jacob  Thompson  faces  a sentence  of  12  years  to  20  1/2  years  in  prison 
under  Minnesota  sentencing  guidelines.  Sentencing  is  set  for  Jan.  11th 
before  Judge  Paulette  Flynn. 

Joseph  Steinhauser  went  to  court  on  Nov.  28th.  It  was  postponed  till 
Dec. 12th  at  1:30.  If  there's  no  guilty  plea;  then  the  next  hearing  will 
be  a Contested  Rasmussen,  where  the  police  will  testify.  If  he  still 
doesn't  plea  then  it  will  go  to  trail. 

I see  the  Judges,  their  clerks  and  court  personnel  everyday.  The  only 
consideration  given  to  the  Thompson  family  is  coming  from  Elizabeth  Langer, 
victims  advocate.  They  drive  down  from  Cloquet  Mn,  arrive  early  to  the  9:00 
court  hearing  only  to  sit  for  hours  in  courtroom  until  the  Judge,  attorney's 
and  defendant  show  up.  Jacob  Thompson's  9:00  hearing  didn't  start  until 
11:15.  Stevie's  dad  Frank  drove  up  from  his  home  in  Kansas  in  July  to  bury 
his  son.  It's  December  now  and  he  still  hasn't  found  any  justice  or  closure 
rayann 


The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  Janice  Barker. 

Her  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Government  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 

St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 

The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann 6/ steviethompson . html 


PLEASE  READ  THIS 


The  price  of  fuel  is  rising  at  an  alarming  rate.  It  is  extremely  cold 
on  many  of  the  poorest  rez's.  It  doesn't  take  a genius  to  add  these  two 
bitter  truths  and  realize  that  without  help,  some  elders  are  going  to  freeze 
to  death  this  winter.  Many  the  resources  below  will  make  sure  any  funds 
you  send  for  propane  will  buy  propane  for  those  with  the  greatest  need. 

I know  Mountain  Light,  Pathways  and  Pioneer  Industries  will  make  certain 
funds  sent  to  them  for  fuel  will  buy  fuel  <period>.  I also  believe  the 
others  are  equally  diligent. 

Help  those  elders  survive  this  winter. 

The  time  to  act  on  behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier  is  NOW.  This  moment.  It 
is  clear  the  justUS  Department  is  determined  to  keep  him  behind  bars  until 
his  cold  carcass  is  carried  from  the  prison.  Letters  in  support  of  his 
clemency  - lots  and  lots  of  letters  - is  absolutely  his  only  hope. 

No  matter  what  this  season  means  to  you,  it  means  just  another  day 
behind  four  gray  walls  to  a prisoner.  If  you  have  never  written  to  a 
Native  prisoner,  write  one  today.  Make  that  a gift  to  yourself.  It  will 
be  just  that. 

Those  three  items  are  my  request  to  each  of  you.  Help  an  elder  survive 
this  terrible  winter.  Make  a concerted  effort  to  help  free  Leonard. 

Write  a Native  prisoner. 

I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8051 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 
From  Mike  Wicks: 

Any  help  would  be  a blessing  to  those  at  Camp  Dustice,  and  Pine  Ridge. 

Camp  Dustice 
c/o  Tom  Poor  Bear 
P.O.  Box  823 


Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 


Helping  People  in  need  on  many  reservations: 

Night  Walker  Enterprises,  Inc. 

148  West  Oak  Street  Unit  C 
Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  80524 
TEL:  970  482  7797 

To  help  send  winter  clothing,  blankets  and  space  heaters  to  residents 
of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

Dowel  "Whitey"  Smith  and  Larry  Gambill 
Double  S Recycling 
1420  S.  Main  St. 

Madisonville,  KY  42431-3343 

Thank  you  Claudia! 

Pine  Ridge  School 
Boys  Dormitory 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

Attn:  Darlene  McLaughlin 

Sizes  are  for  first  grade  to  12th  grade. 

Not  only  coats  but  clothings,  gloves,  socks,  shirts  - anything  would  be 
appreciated . 

There  is  also  a girls  dorm  that  can  use  clothing  as  well! 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

--  email  to  gars@speakeasy.org 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy.org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande . net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf . lonestar .org 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Help  Elders  and  Children 

- Sleeping  Bags  for  the  Homeless 

- Support  Needed-Big  Mountain 

- Blood  Quantum: 

A Relic  of  Racism  and  Termination 
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- Ojibwe  mark  Sandy  Lake  Tragedy 
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- Blackfeet  Early  Childhood  Center 
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Rejects  Tribal  Sovereignty 
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- Girl's  Death 

in  South  Dakota  Boot  Camp 

- Tally  of  Criminal  Allegations 
Angers  Natives 

- Eddie  Hatcher 
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- Clinton  Urged 
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- Reno  Unhappy  With  Peltier  Case 

- Pain  and  Loss  Enough 

- Native  Prisoner 

- History:  Carlisle  Indian  School 

- Rustywire:  Sweeping  Out  the  Dust 

- Poem:  Indian  Mama 


- Cree  Claim  Victory 
in  Hydro  Hearings 

- BC  Says  Goodbye  to  'S'  Word 

- Tribes  say  Water  Sources 
Contaminated 

- Deal  Reached  Navajo  Nation 

- Cochiti  Pueblo  Supports 
Tent  Rocks  as  a Monument 

- Seventh  Generation  in  Peril 


- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Tohono  O'odham  Teacher 
Tries  to  Resurrect  Language 

- Preserving  a Way  of  Life 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Montana  Counties  Among  Poorest 

- Review:  'Sacred  Fireplace1 
by  Pete  Catches 

- Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Help  Elders  and  Children 


Date:  Saturday,  December  02,  2000  6:17  PM 
From:  SilvrDrach@aol.com 

Sub j : from  steph....  Orgs  to  help  Elders  and  the  Children 
http: //www. adopt agr and pa rent . com 

Adopt  a Grandparent  at  Pine  Ridge  Lakota  Reservation 

In  1986,  After  three  elders  were  found  frozen  to  death  in  their  cabins 
on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota,  Lakota  elder  Nellie  Red  Owl 
met  with  Gail  Russell  of  Taos,  NM  and  six  Lakota  grandmothers . Together, 
they  created  the  guidelines  for  a grassroots  program  that  would  provide 
much  needed  support  for  elderly  people  living  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

http: //www. anelder .org 

Adopt-A-Native-Elder  Program  - Dine’  (Navajo)  People 

The  Program  supports  the  traditional  Elders  who  live  in  the  cultural  and 
spiritual  traditions  of  The  Dine'  People.  Most  live  in  remote  portions  of 
the  Dine's  (Navajo)  reservation.  Many  live  in  traditional  hogans,  and  some 
raise  sheep  as  a means  of  maintaining  themselves.  The  Program  provides 
food,  simple  medicines,  clothing,  fabric  and  yarns  to  help  these  Elders 
live  on  the  Land  in  their  traditional  lifestyle.  As  they  have  become 
elderly,  it  has  become  more  difficult  for  them  to  support  themselves  on 
the  Land  in  their  traditional  ways. 

In  addition,  there  are  links  at  this  site  for  the  Giveaway  Circle  for 
Elders,  the  Food  Certificate  Program,  and  the  Bridge  of  Hope  Program. 

http://hammer.prohosting.com/~sptdtail/main.html 

Spotted  Tail  Crisis  Center  Home  For  Children  at  Rosebud  Lakota  Reservation 
The  Spotted  Tail  Crisis  Center  provides  temporary  emergency  shelter,  and 
support  services  24  hours  a day  for  displaced,  homeless  and  abused  youth 
up  to  13  years  of  age.  Licensed  by  the  state  of  South  Dakota  as  a Group 
Care  Facility  for  Minors,"  the  center  provides  shelter,  and  advocates  for 
the  needs  of  the  foster  children  placed  in  it's  care  by  both  the  tribal 
and  the  state  social  service  programs. 

The  center  networks  with  all  helping  agencies  to  see  that  is  given  the 
full  care  they  need  during  their  30  days  of  stay.  The  main  focus  of  the 
staff  and  administration  is  to  not  only  provide  shelter  and  temporary  care 
for  these  unfortunate  children.  But  also  give  them  hope  for  a well 
balanced,  clean  and  healthy  home  in  their  future. 

http: //www. redfeather . org 
Red  Feather  Development  Group 

Red  Feather  Development  Group  is  a national  nonprofit  housing  and 
community  development  organization.  We  work  with  American  Indian  nations 
to  find  lasting  solutions  for  the  acute  lack  of  proper  housing  and 
desperate  poverty  that  continue  to  plague  many  of  these  communities. 

The  group  also  aided  by  Robert  Redford/Sundance  and  Pearl  lam. 

http://www.walkingshield.org 
Walking  Shield  American  Indian  Society 

The  Walking  Shield  American  Indian  Society  is  a charitable,  non-profit 
organization  that  provides  humanitarian  and  educational  assistance  to 
thousands  of  American  Indians  across  the  country.  The  organization  was 
founded  in  1986  by  Mr.  Philip  1.  Stevens,  who  is  of  Lakota  (Sioux) 


heritage.  Mr.  Stevens,  then  president  and  chairman  of  his  own  engineering 
company.  Ultrasystems  Inc.,  (headquarters  in  Irvine,  California)  felt  a 
need  existed  for  a charitable  organization  to  provide  humanitarian  and 
educational  assistance  to  American  Indian  people.  Mr.  Stevens  sold  his 
company  in  1988  so  that  he  could  devote  his  full  attention  to  the  task  of 
leading  the  Walking  Shield  American  Indian  Society.  Since  the  organization 
was  founded,  it  has  grown  into  a charity  that  delivers  an  extensive  amount 
of  service  to  the  American  Indian  community  at  a remarkably  low  cost.  The 
principle  reason  for  this,  is  that  the  organization  consists  of  a small 
but  dedicated  staff,  and  hundreds  of  volunteers. 

The  Walking  Shield  American  Indian  Society  dedicates  itself  to  improving 
the  quality  of  life  and  creating  positive  futures  for  American  Indians  who 
live  on  our  nation's  Indian  Reservations  by  providing  shelter  to  the 
homeless,  medical  assistance  to  the  sick,  food  and  clothing  to  the  needy, 
educational  support  for  the  children,  community  development  assistance  and 
humanitarian  support. 

Since  the  organization  was  founded  in  1986,  the  society  has  created  a 
large  collaborative  network  of  federal  agencies,  foundations,  corporations 
and  individuals  in  an  effort  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  and  the  living 
conditions  of  Native  American  Indians  on  reservations  across  the  country. 

http: //r intint in . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Lakxota  Kxoyag  - Cheyenne  River  Lakota  Sioux 

Lakxota  Kxoyag  was  established  in  1991  to  give  assistance  to  the  small 
Lakxota  communities  of  Bridger  and  Cherry  Creek  on  the  Cheyenne  River 
Lakxota  (Sioux)  Reservation,  in  South  Dakota.  They  coordinate  with 
representatives  in  the  communities  to  establish  what  the  needs  are  for  the 
community  and  then  try  to  find  individuals  or  groups  who  are  willing  to 
give  assistance. 

Originally  the  started  out  in  their  own  community  in  Colorado.  Then  in 
the  Fall  of  1995  began  using  internet  resources  to  help  establish  contacts 
with  people  from  all  over  North  America.  The  response  has  been 
overwhelming  and  very  heart-warming,  and  not  just  from  North  America  but 
all  over  the  world! 

http: //www. nightwalkerent . com/ about.html 
Night  Walker  Enterprises 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer  non-profit  501c(3) 
organization  founded  in  1986  by  the  late,  Lewis  Trujillo,  himself  of  part 
Ute  Indian  heritage.  Not  a United  Way  agency.  Night  Walker  is  entirely 
dependent  on  fund-raisers  and  donations  by  individuals,  churches,  and 
private  businesses  to  meet  operating  costs.  All  funds  go  undiluted 
towards  goods,  with  truck  rental  and  fuel  as  major  expenses. 

Night  Walker  is  dedicated  to  improving  distressed  conditions  on  Native 
American  reservations  while  promoting  dignity  and  pride  in  the  Native 
American  heritage,  its  traditions  and  spirituality. 

Reservations  receiving  delivered  goods  in  1999  included  Ft.  Birney,  Pine 
Ridge,  Crow  Creek,  and  Fort  Belknap  Mountain  Reservations.  See  website 
for  details. 
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Sleeping  Bags  for  the  Homeless  Drive 
December  11-15,  2000 

Each  night  in  the  Ottawa-Carleton  region  there  may  be  as  many  as  600 
people  who  have  no  place  to  sleep.  Many  of  these  people  will  spend  the 
night  in  emergency  shelters,  but  not  everyone  will  escape  the  cold. 

Ottawa's  social  service  organizations  are  working  hard  to  end 
homelessness  in  the  city,  but  a long-term  solution  has  not  yet  been 


achieved.  To  help  combat  this  grim  situation,  a number  of  organizations 
have  come  together  to  assist  Ottawa's  homeless  by  offering  protection  from 
the  cold. 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  Staff  Volunteer  Committee,  with  the  help 
of  The  Mission,  Youth  Services  Bureau,  and  Operation  Go  Home  will  be 
collecting  new  or  used  (but  clean)  sleeping  bags,  blankets  and  quilts  for 
distribution  to  people  currently  living  on  the  streets  of  the  Nation's 
Capital . 

During  the  week  of  December  11th  to  15th,  you  can  drop  of  your  sleeping 
bags  and  blankets  at  the  following  locations.  We  will  also  accept  Canadian 
Tire  Money,  which  will  go  to  the  purchase  of  additional  sleeping  bags.  All 
proceeds  from  this  community  effort  will  go  to  the  purchase  and 
distribution  of  sleeping  bags. 

Assembly  of  First  Nations 
1 Nicholas  Street,  9th  Floor 

Youth  Services  Bureau 
147  Besserer  Street 

Operation  Go  Home 
72  Besserer  Street 

The  Mission 
35  Waller  Street 

Aboriginal  Tourism  Team 
275  Slater  Street 

National  Association  of  Friendship 
275  MacLaren  Street  Centres 

Copyright  c Assembly  of  First  Nations 
National  Indian  Brotherhood  2000 
Droits  d' auteur  0 Assemblee  des  Premieres  Nations 
Fraternite  nationale  des  Indiens,  2000  c 
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Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

Please  post  to  all  your  lists... 

There  is  a special  request  from  the  Elders  facing  relocation  at  Big 
Mountain.  This  holiday  season  there  are  cartons  of  toys  that  have  been 
donated  for  the  children  of  families  on  the  HPL.  The  only  problem  is 
that  the  shipping  costs  need  to  be  covered. 

There  is  also  a need  for  drivers  who  are  going  to  Black  Mesa  for 
Christmas  to  deliver  these  toys  to  as  many  communities  as  we  can 
possibly  handle.  The  second  alternative  is  to  donate  money  for  people 
on  the  Mesa  to  be  able  to  deliver  them  though  it  is  not  clear  or 
confirmed  at  this  moment  that  there  are  vehicles  on  the  mesa  who  are 
able  to  provide  this. 

There  are  other  communities  other  than  Big  Mountain  who  are  facing 
forced  relocation  this  year.  Communities  like  Coal  Mine  Mesa,  leddito. 
Mosquito  Springs,  Cactus  Valley,  Low  Mountain,  Star  Mountain,  Forest 
Lake,  Red  Lake  and  others.  We  would  like  to  be  able  to  deliver  toys  to 
these  communities  that  are  commonly  missed  by  caravans. 

So  far,  the  most  basic  low-end  cost  to  making  this  happen  is 
approximately  $500.00.  High  end  delivery  for  all  sites  we  estimate 


Aboriginal  Healing  Foundation 
75  Albert  Street,  Suite  801 

Congress  of  Aboriginal  People 
867  St.  Laurent  Boulevard 

Native  Women's  Assoc,  of  Canada 
1292  Wellington  Street 

Gignul  Non-Profit  Housing 
396  MacLaren  Street 

Canada  Metis  National  Council 
350  Sparks  Street,  Suite  201 

Aboriginal  Business  Canada 
235  Queen  Street,  1st  Floor  West 


would  be  about  $1,000. 

We  are  requesting  any  and  all  assistance  to  help  the  elders  out  with 
their  request  for  help  in  delivering  these  toys  to  Black  Mesa. 

You  may  donate  to  or  contact: 

Save  Big  Mountain  Coalition  Los  Angeles/SEE,  10110  Rockport  Way,  Malibu, 
CA  90290  or  call  (310)  289-7446  or  e-mail:  makingchange@envirolink.net 
or  Sharon  Lungo,  Action  Resource  Center,  Big  Mountain  Energy  Campaign, 
slungo@enviroweb.org,  (310)  396-3254. 

Making  Change...  a community  human  rights  newspaper  empowering  the  poor 
and 

unhoused  with  an  income  and  a voice... 

P.O.  Box  3622,  Santa  Monica,  CA  90408 
(310)  289-7446  v.m./pgr.  (310)  664-3786  office 
<makingchange@earthlink. net> 
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BLOOD  QUANTUM:  A RELIC  OF  RACISM  AND  TERMINATION 
From:  Don  dbain@telus.net 
NATIVE  INTELLIGENCE 
A Column  By  lack  D.  Forbes 

Native  American  Studies,  University  of  California,  Davis 

This  column's  focus:  BLOOD  QUANTUM:  A RELIC  OF  RACISM  AND  TERMINATION 

Many  Native  People  have  gotten  so  used  to  the  idea  of  "blood  quantum" 
(degree  of  "blood")  that  sometimes  the  origin  of  this  racist  concept  is 
forgotten.  It's  use  started  in  1705  when  the  colony  of  Virginia  adopted  a 
series  of  laws  which  denied  civil  rights  to  any  "negro,  mulatto,  or 
Indian"  and  which  defined  the  above  terms  by  stating  that  "the  child  of  an 
Indian,  and  the  child,  grandchild,  or  great  grandchild  of  a negro  shall  be 
deemed  accounted,  held,  and  taken  to  be  a mulatto."  Thus  both  a person  of 
American  race  and  a person  of  half-American  race  ( a "half-blood"  in  other 
words)  were  treated  as  legally  inferior  persons. 

Colony  after  colony  and  state  after  state  followed  Virginia's  example  in 
using  blood  quantum  as  a way  of  determining  who  could  have  the  privileges 
accorded  to  white  persons.  For  example,  Alabama's  code  stated  that  "all 
negroes,  mulattoes,  Indians  and  all  persons  of  mixed  blood,  to  the  third 
generation  inclusive,  though  one  ancestor  of  each  generation  may  have  been 
a white  person,  whether  bond  or  free;  shall  be  taken,  and  deemed  incapable 
in  law,  to  be  witnesses....  except  for  or  against  each  other."  North 
Carolina  possessed  a code  which  prohibited  marriages  between  white  persons 
and  "an  Indian,  Negro  , Mustee,  or  Mulatto....  or  any  person  of  Mixed 
Blood  to  the  Third  Generation."  Such  laws  meant  that  a part-Indian  of 
one-eighth  American  ancestry  and  seven-eighth  European  ancestry  would  not 
have  acquired  sufficient  European  "blood"  to  be  accorded  the  legal 
privileges  of  whiteness. 

The  racist  use  of  blood  quantum  continued  without  a break.  In  1866 
Virginia  decreed  that  "Every  person  having  one-fourth  or  more  Negro  blood 
shall  be  deemed  a colored  person,  and  every  person  not  a colored  person 
having  one-fourth  or  more  Indian  blood  shall  be  deemed  an  Indian."  (This 
is  perhaps  where  the  one-quarter  blood  concept  used  by  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  originated).  In  the  20th  century  Virginia  broadened  the 
term  "colored"  to  include  all  Indians  with  any  trace  of  African  ancestry, 
if  living  off-reservation,  and  with  more  than  1/32  African  ancestry,  if 
living  on  either  the  Pamunkey  or  Mattaponi  reservations. 

The  Federal  government  began  to  also  use  "degree  of  blood"  in  the  latter 


pant  of  the  nineteenth-century,  especially  in  relation  to  the  enrollment 
of  persons  before  the  Dawes  allotment  commission.  The  use  of  "full," 
"one-half"  etc.  at  that  time  was  both  an  extension  of  the  previous  racist 
system  and  also  a step  in  terminating  Native  Americans.  Persons  with 
greater  amounts  of  white  ancestry  were  assumed  to  be  more  competent  than 
persons  with  lesser  amounts.  In  other  words,  the  degree  of  white  blood  was 
much  more  important  than  the  degree  of  American  ancestry.  The  white  blood 
entitled  an  Indian  citizen  to  greater  privileges,  including  being  able  to 
have  "wardship"  restrictions  removed,  being  able  to  sell  property,  acquire 
the  right  to  vote  in  state  and  federal  elections,  and  so  on.  Thus  it  may 
be  that  many  persons  chose  to  exaggerate  their  amount  of  white  ancestry 
when  enrolling.  Persons  without  white  ancestry  were  restricted  persons, 
with  the  Bureau  controlling  their  financial  lives.  It  was  also  expected 
that  when  a person  became  "competent"  ( white  enough)  he  would  no  longer 
be  an  Indian  and  that  process  would  eventually  terminate  a tribe's 
existence. 

Thus  the  recording  of  blood  quantum  is  both  a product  of  white  racism  and 
of  white  social  science  theories  of  a racist  nature,  and  also  a product  of 
a plan  wherein  Native  nations  are  expected  to  vanish  when  the  white  blood 
quantum  reaches  a certain  level  (above  three-fourths,  for  example).  For 
this  latter  reason  alone,  the  use  of  blood  quantum  is  exceedingly 
dangerous  for  Native  Nations  today,  although  the  Bureau  and  some  eastern 
Oklahoma  Indians  don't  seem  to  care  about  this  danger. 

Recently,  Kevin  Gover  issued  proposed  changes  in  the  way  the  BIA 
calculates  and  invalidates  a Certificate  of  Degree  of  Indian  or  Alaska 
Native  Blood  (CDIB) . The  changes  were  developed  by  a very  small  group  of 
Bureau  employees  and  a few  tribal  representatives,  all  in  eastern 
Oklahoma.  The  changes  may  seem  insignificant  to  some  Oklahoma  tribes, 
however,  they  should  have  been  carefully  reviewed  by  Indian  Country 
because  of  their  perpetuation  of  the  racist  blood  quantum  ideology,  their 
ignoring  of  ratified  treaties  with  tribes,  and  because  of  the  role  that 
they  will  play  in  Indians  terminating  themselves. 

First,  Indian  ancestry  is  to  be  computed  only  from  so-called 
Federally-recognized  tribes  ( in  spite  of  the  ambiguous  status  of  some 
tribes  at  this  time).  The  changes  specifically  limit  "Indian  blood"  to 
ancestry  from  a Federally-recognized  tribe  and  define  the  latter  as  one 
listed  in  the  Federal  Register  as  a tribe  recognized  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior.  This  means  that  one's  degree  of  Indian  blood  cannot  include 
American  Indian  or  Eskimo-Inuit  ancestry  derived  from  a terminated  tribe, 
from  an  administratively-deleted  tribe,  from  a Canadian,  Greenlandic, 
Mexican  or  other  non-US  group,  or  from  any  state-recognized  tribe  (as 
along  the  east  coast),  or  perhaps  from  any  newly-recognized  tribe.  Thus  a 
person  who  is  1/2  Inuit  from  Alaska  and  1/2  Inuit  from  Canada  or  Greenland 
can  only  be  counted  as  1/2. 

The  possibility  exists  that  numerous  persons  of  full  American  Indigenous 
racial  ancestry  will  be  counted  as  mixed-bloods  and  that,  gradually, 
American  Indians  will  be  eliminated  as  a people  as  they  marry  non-Indians 
or  currently  non-Federally  recognized  Natives.  This  is  a form  of 
self -termination . If  you  are  concerned  about  these  issues  contact  Kevin 
Gover  at  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  also  Karen  Ketcher,  BIA,  101 
North  5th.  Street,  Muskogee,  OK  74401  or  KarenKetcher@bia .gov.  Refer  to 
"1076-AD98."  This  topic  will  be  explored  in  a subsequent  column  also. 
(Professor  lack  D.  Forbes,  Powhatan-Delaware,  is  the  author  of  AFRICANS 
AND  NATIVE  AMERICANS,  ONLY  APPROVED  INDIANS,  RED  BLOOD  and  other  books. 
Visit  his  web  page  at  .All  rights  reserved  by  lack  D.  Forbes.  Phone: 
530-752-3626/3237  Fax:  530-7527097 
New  webpage  address  at: 

http: //cougar . uc da vis . edu/nas/faculty/forbes/personal/forbes . html 
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Dillion  Myer,  BIA  Commissioner  (1950-53)  who  was  once  referred  to  as 

"a  Flitler  and  Mussolini  rolled  into  one"  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  Harold  L Ickes,  advocated  a policy  that  sought  to  make 
Indians  self  sufficient  by  withdrawing  federal  aid  and  removing  them 
from  reservations . When  the  federal  money  was  eliminated,  the  Native 
people  suffered  even  more. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
The  Most  Untrusting  of  Trustees 
by  Terri  Dean 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  has  been  a source  of  abuse  and 
propaganda  to  the  Native  people  since  the  dawn  of  their  creation. 
Initially  established  in  1824  under  the  War  Department  and  years 
later  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  the  agency  has 
created  polices  by  way  of  confrontations,  contradictions,  cynicism 
and  confusion.  Placing  themselves  in  the  role  of  'caretakers',  this 
bureau  has  fed  the  American  public  the  image  of  an  agency  out  to 
promote  the  well  being  of  the  American  Indian  people  - laying  claim 
to  establishing  better  schools,  jobs,  health  care  and  homes.  But  the 
truth  is  the  Native  people  of  North  America  are  - and  have  been  - one 
of  the  most  impoverished  subsets  of  this  nation's  population.  The 
millions  of  dollars  fed  into  reservation  land  and  to  needy 
individuals  fell  through  the  cracks  of  worthless  programs  and  goals 
such  as  to  "civilize  and  christianize"  the  indigenous  population 
(said  Thomas  McKenny,  the  first  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  from 
1824-1830).  Via  forced  boarding  schools,  removing  timber  from 
reservation  land  to  create  'farmland'  and  dislocating  American 
Indians  from  their  community  - the  role  of  'guardian'  was  often 
played  out. 

The  BIA  Today 

The  November  28th,  1994  issue  of  US  NEWS  & WORLD  REPORT  Magazine 
called  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  "THE  WORST  FEDERAL  AGENCY"  in 
America.  That  same  year  congress  enacted  the  Indian  Trust  Fund 
Management  Reform  Act,  legislation  that  would  appoint  special 
interest  trustees  to  examine  possible  mismanagement  of  individual  and 
tribal  trust  fund  accounts;  and  to  then  remedy  any  error,  flaws  or 
illegal  actions.  The  Department  of  the  Interior  (DOI)  opposed  the 
Act,  showing  consistent  resistance.  Subsequently,  the  Act  was  never 
implemented . 

Perhaps  if  the  DOI  cooperated  in  1994,  they  may  have  avoided  what  was 
to  come:  their  participation  in  the  largest  and  most  scandalist 
financial  class  action  lawsuit  - ever  - against  the  United  States 
government . 

The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  (NARF),  representing  over  340,000 
trust  beneficiary  Individual  Indian  Money  (IIM)  accounts,  has  charged 
the  DOI  and  the  Department  of  Treasury  (which  oversees  the  BIA),  with 
failure  to  properly  manage  on-going  multi-billion  dollar  trust  funds 
held  for  American  Indians  in  the  federal  treasury. 

Why  a Trust  Fund? 

Back  in  the  1820' s the  government  appointed  itself  trustee  of  all 
Native  America  land.  In  1887,  the  land  was  partialed  out  in  an  effort 
to  dissolve  tribes  and  reservations.  By  the  turn  of  the  century. 


"Indian  Land"  was  being  leased  to  non-Native  farmers  and  companies 
for  farming,  timbering,  gas/oil/coal  production  and  grazing.  The  BIA 
not  only  maintains  the  lease  agreements  and  collects  the  leasing  fees, 
but  they  also  collect  the  revenue  from  the  timber  sales  and  royalties 
for  the  gas,  oil  and  coal  rights. 

This  income  supposedly  is  deposited  into  trust  funds  for  individuals 
and  tribes  whose  properties  are  being  leased.  Nearly  $300,000 
million  is  earned  yearly,  with  the  federal  government  having  full 
control  of  the  gathering,  depositing,  distribution  and  possible 
investing  of  such  moneys. 

And  now  - billions  of  dollars  are  now  uncounted  for. 

The  Missing  Funds 

Money  is  definitely  missing.  Even  a November  14th,  1997  press  release 
from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  admitted  that  several  billion 
dollars  are  "unreconciled",  meaning  that  the  BIA  cannot  say  where  the 
money  is,  who  has  it  or  how  much  was  or  was  not  collected. 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  and  Secretary  of  Treasury 
Rober  Rubin  were  held  in  contempt  of  court  for  failing  to  produce  the 
BIA  account  transactions  records  for  over  TWO  years,  saying  that  the 
records  were  lost,  destroyed  or  unavailable  for  retrieval  because 
they  were  housed  in  Albuquerque  warehouses  infested  with  rodent 
droppings  that  could  potentially  spread  the  deadly  hanta  virus. 

Even  the  funds  for  court  awards  - such  as  to  the  Sioux  Nation  and 
their  multi-million  dollar  settlement  from  the  United  States  for  the 
Black  Hills  land  stolen  from  them  in  South  Dakota  - are 
unaccountable. 

Other  than  the  missing  - or  misdirected  - funds,  other  issues  of 
concern  to  the  NARF  and  American  Indians  are: 

* More  than  123,000  accounts  lack  a tax  ID  or  social  security  number. 

* Accounting  and  data  systems  are  slipshod  and  incomplete. 

* More  than  46,000  IIM's  are  unclaimed  or  the  unidentifiable. 

* Account  holders  do  not  receive  regular  statements.  They  do  not  have 

access  to  the  status  of  their  accounts,  such  as  a regular  bank 
would . 

* Leasing  options  are  not  authorized  by  anyone  but  the  BIA. 

Generally,  American  Indians  cannot  lease  out  their  own  land. 

* It's  been  claimed  that  since  the  1970' s, the  BIA  did  not  collect 

lease  payments  or  royalties  from  companies  or  farmers,  therefore 
denying  account  holders  of  their  possibly  billions  of  dollars. 

* BIA-sponsored  programs  (such  as  health  care,  education,  job 

placement  and  housing)  are  not  being  paid  to  those  in  need. 

* Some  individuals  are  unaware  of  what  property  they  own,  their  land 

rights,  what  is  being  collected  or  farmed,  the  income  generated 
from  the  property  or  who  is  leasing  the  land. 

* 30  federal  employees  were  allegedly  thought  to  have  embezzled  money 

- and  an  audit  showed  money  being  deposited  into  slush  funds  set 
up  under  phony  names  - yet  only  a few  employees  were  prosecuted. 

Often  times,  reservations  have  75%  unemployment  or  higher  and  live 
without  electricity,  running  water,  proper  medical  care  or  adequate 
homes  or  mode  of  transportation . . yet  a timbering  company  has  cleared 
their  forest  or  an  oil  company  pumps  profits  from  their  land,  and  the 
community  sees  only  pennies. 

All  the  while,  the  American  government  claims  to  have  lost  at  least 
2.4  BILLION  dollars  (possibly  $5.8  or  more!)  and  is  only  offering  a 
small  percentage  in  a settlement  to  appease  the  already  impoverished 
people. 

The  government  apologized  for  the  monetary  loss,  promised  to 
'investigate'  the  charges  and  planned  to  modernize  the  trust  fund 
accounting  system. 

But  for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Native  American  people  who  have 
had  their  money  stolen,  the  apology  and  promises  of  a better  BIA  are 
too  late.  According  to  their  own  mission  statement,  the  BIA  is  "to 
promote  economic  opportunity"  for  the  American  Indians.. 


unfortunately,  it  seems  as  though  the  only  people  with  any  form  of 
opportunity  for  economic  growth  may  have  been  those  with  their  hands 
in  the  pockets  of  the  very  trust  funds  they  were  entrusted  with. 
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Ojibwe  mark  Sandy  Lake  Tragedy 
Memorial,  run  honor  150th  anniversary 
By  Lee  Bloomquist 
News  Tribune  staff  writer 

Some  400  Ojibwe  Indians  who  died  in  one  of  the  Great  Lakes  area's  most 
tragic  events  are  being  remembered  on  its  150th  anniversary. 

Twelve  tribal  bands  from  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  on  Saturday 
will  dedicate  a memorial  and  hold  a 150-mile  run  in  remembrance  of  the 
1850  Sandy  Lake  Tragedy. 

Saturday's  run,  beginning  at  Sandy  Lake  Recreation  Area  near  McGregor, 
will  symbolize  the  journey  those  bands  and  others  made  150  years  ago. 

"It's  kind  of  spiritual  in  a way,"  said  Dim  Schlender,  executive 
administrator  of  the  Great  Lakes  Indian  Fish  and  Wildlife  Commission  in 
Odanah,  Wis.  "It's  a way  of  connecting  our  resolve  with  their  resolve." 

Before  1850,  annual  distributions  including  money,  awls,  needles,  twine 
and  kettles  had  been  made  to  19  bands  at  La  Pointe,  Wis. 

But  federal  officials  in  1850  ordered  the  bands  to  Sandy  Lake  near 
McGregor  to  receive  the  distributions. 

In  early  October,  after  4,000  tribal  members  from  Minnesota,  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan  arrived,  fatigued  and  hungry,  they  found  no  one  there  to 
distribute  the  supplies.  Waiting  for  two  months  with  no  shelter  and  little 
food,  170  died  of  disease,  exposure,  starvation  and  other  causes. 

After  receiving  partial  annuities  on  Dec.  2,  1850,  many  began  their 
return  trip  home. 

But  with  low  temperatures,  frozen  waterways  and  a foot  of  snow  on  the 
ground,  230  died  en  route. 

With  about  400  dead,  the  Ojibwe  vowed  never  to  resettle  at  Sandy  Lake. 

"In  terms  of  tribal  people,  this  is  an  event  that  was  almost  lost  to 
history,"  Schlender  said.  "We  went  back  and  asked  our  elders  and  spirits 
about  what  should  be  done.  It  was  a tragic  event  that  was  at  the  hands  of 
the  government  and  our  tribe  said  something  needed  to  be  done  to 
memorialize  that  event." 

At  sunrise  on  Saturday,  a monument  at  Sandy  Lake  made  of  400  stones 
brought  from  reservations  of  all  the  affected  tribes  will  be  dedicated. 

Sandy  Lake  is  about  11  miles  north  of  McGregor  along  U.S.  Highway  65. 

Following  the  dedication,  the  Mikwendaagoziwag  ("remember  them")  Run,  a 
150-mile  remembrance  run,  starts  at  Sandy  Lake  Recreation  Area.  The  run 
ends  Monday  in  Bayfield  with  a ceremony  at  Madeline  Island. 


About  a dozen  runners  are  expected. 

"The  run  is  not  meant  to  be  a publicity  thing  or  for  competition/'  said 
Dim  Zorn,  Great  Lakes  Indian  Fish  and  Wildlife  Commission  policy  analyst. 
"It's  about  making  the  trek  back  and  the  memorial." 

"The  run  is  symbolic  of  the  journey  they  made  back/'  Schlender  said. 

Moving  the  annuity  distribution  was  an  attempt  by  the  federal  government 
to  remove  Indians  from  other  areas  into  Minnesota,  said  Schlender. 

"The  idea  was  to  move  Indians  out  of  the  way  as  settlers  moved  westward, 
Schlender  said.  "And  by  moving  the  Indians,  the  economics  of  it  flowed 
directly  into  traders'  hands.  There  were  no  great  battles  in  this  area  and 
no  battlefield  massacres.  The  Ojibwe  were  a pretty  peaceful  people.  The 
real  significance  for  us  as  Americans  is  the  removal.  The  government 
didn't  comply  with  the  treaties  (of  1837  and  1842)  and  the  law.  The  whole 
removal  act  was  illegal." 

Minnesota  tribes  supporting  Saturday's  event  are  Mille  Lacs,  Fond  du  Lac 
Leech  Lake  and  Grand  Portage;  Wisconsin  tribes  are  St.  Croix,  Red  Cliff, 
Bad  River,  La  Courte  Oreilles,  Lac  du  Flambeau  and  Sokoagon.  Michigan 
tribes  are  Lac  Vieux  Desert  and  Keweenaw  Bay. 

"Remembering  our  ancestors  is  something  we  do  every  day,"  Schlender  said 
"But  this  is  a special  day.  Generally,  we  hope  it  brings  about  a better 
understanding  of  what  happened  among  Indians  and  non-Indians." 

In  1854,  the  Ojibwe  negotiated  a treaty  with  the  United  States  that 
established  permanent  reservations  around  their  homelands  in  the  Lake 
Superior  region. 
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Sub j : Thoughts  on  Sand  Creek  from  Niya  Wi 

On  this  day  of  remembering  our  ancestors  at  Sand  Creek,  I have  decided 
to  share  a relation's  rememberences  that  have  been  in  my  family  concerning 
Wounded  Knee.  I found  this  after  my  father  died  ...realizing  he  had  kept 
it  to  himself  in  a tattered  old  cigar  box  all  of  his  life.  The  words  seem 
as  fitting  now  as  they  must  have  so  many  years  ago.  Perhaps  the  pain  is 
something  that  we  remember  now.  Perhaps  life  is  something  we  must  preserve 
always.  Perhaps  that  is  the  lesson  of  the  Great  Silence. 

My  relation  was  asked  How  can  you  write  about  hatred  and  whites  as  being 
the  same  thing?  His  answer  was  as  follows 

It  is  difficult.  I should  be  thinking  about  love  and  good  works ...  about 
art  and  the  woods  outside.  But  I see  a ditch  filled  with  children's 
corpses.  I see  ashes.  I see  the  faces  of  mothers  stifled  by  bullets  with 
all  of  the  anguish  and  woes  of  our  lands  frozen  on  their  faces.  If  I had 
not  hatred  on  my  soul,  I should  despise  myself.  I have  enough  to  last  me 
many  crossings  of  the  great  river.  For  the  dead  must  not  be  betrayed. 

Every  dead  one  has  rights.  They  hover  above  us  at  night.  The  tortured,  the 
mangled.. the  strangled.  Near  ones  and  distant  ones.  Kinsmen  and  strangers. 
Children,  girls,  mothers,  the  old  ones.  They  whisper.  We  are  alive.  We 
laughed.  We  ate  bread.  We  gazed  at  the  stars.  We  wanted  to  live  but  we  are 
no  more.  The  soldiers  stuffed  our  mouths  with  frozen  dirt.  They 
slaughtered  us.  Tall,  short,  cruel,  pale-eyed,  empty  hearted .. .those 
soldiers  are  still  about.  Do  you  see  them?  Yes,  we  see  them  and  we  will 
live  for  only  one  thing.  To  see  our  children  free.  To  know  that  their 
mother  will  hold  them  in  their  arms  long  after  their  life  is  stilled. 

Here  on  this  day  I am  a boy  and  I see  these  butchers  have  killed  many 
hundreds  of  my  people.  Old  men,  mothers. .women  and  children .. .young 


warriors.  My  mother  was  one  of  them  Her  last  words  to  me  were  Dress  the 
children,  and  remember  them ...  remember  this... this  was  not  our  doing. 

This  was  not  their  doing.  So  you  must  not  hate,  because  if  you  hate  then 
you  are  pale  eyed.  And  so  I hate  in  the  dark  of  night  as  I write  this... 
far  from  the  blanket  my  mother  gave  me  in  her  life  and  love.  Who  can 
forget  these  children?  I am  one  of  the  children...  Will  anyone  remember 

me?  Will  anyone  remember  this  day?  No No  one  will  forget  because 

THIS  is  not  human.  No,  the  dead  must  not  be  betrayed.  The  hate  in  our 
hearts  is  a great  sentiment  fanned  by  love.  Fanned  by  the  breath  of  that 
warm  sleepy  child  who  did  not  realize  they  all  were  being  led  to 
slaughter.  Let  us  cherish  the  flame  to  the  end.  In  giving  our  children  the 
courage  to  survive  even  this.  I will  write  this  now.  But  in  the  morning 
no  one  will  know  of  the  hate.  They  will  only  know  of  the  love. 

And  I will  give  the  land  my  love. 

And  I will  give  my  brother  my  love. 

And  I will  give  my  children  my  love. 

The  violence  of  the  moment  shall  be  broken. 

But... I will  always  remember. 

It  is  our  place  to  always  remember. 

So  my  brothers  and  sisters.  This  is  our  legacy.  Pilamaya.  We  know  our  work 
ahead.  Niya  Wi 
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> From:  Chiapas  95  Moderators,  chiapas@eco.utexas.edu 
Folks, 

A Time  to  Celebrate 

Fox's  order  for  a withdrawal  of  military  forces  from  Zapatista 
communities,  and  the  rescinding  of  the  immigration  citation  of  the 
Italians  bringing  a generator  to  La  Realidad  should  not  only  be  seen  as 
steps  in  the  right  direction  --toward  the  reversal  of  the  Mexican 
government's  terrorist  policies  in  Chiapas--  they  must  also  be  seen,  and 
appreciated,  as  victories  for  the  Zapatista  communities  that  have  held  out 
with  so  much  courage  during  these  long  years  of  repression. 

Whatever  happens  next,  these  current  actions,  that  reportedly  include 
the  dismantling  of  military  checkpoints  on  roads  and  a pull  back  from 
Amador  Hernandez,  should  be  celebrated  as  the  fruits  of  these  years  of 
struggle.  Let  us  give  credit  where  credit  is  due:  to  the  communities,  to 
the  EZLN  and  to  everyone  everywhere  whose  actions  have  staved  off  worse 
repression  and  forced  these  reversals  in  government  policy. 

Assuming  these  first  steps  are  followed  by  continued  withdrawal  and  that 
Fox  sends  Cocopa ' s version  of  the  San  Andres  Accords  to  the  Mexican 
congress  and  it  passes,  the  Zapatista  movement  will  gain  greatly  enhanced 
room  for  manoeuvre  and  autonomous  activity.  At  the  very  least,  we  can  hope 
for  the  level  of  freedom  from  repression  the  Zapatistas  enjoyed  before  the 
February  9,  1995  military  assault.  Hopefully,  there  will  be  more  than  that. 
If  the  military  withdraws  to  its  positions  before  1994,  rather  than  before 
February  9,  1995  things  will  be  even  better. 

A Time  to  Stay  on  Guard 

At  the  same  time,  however,  not  only  has  that  withdrawal  not  yet  taken 


place,  but  there  are  a whole  panopoly  of  other  forces  arrayed  against  the 
Zapatistas  that  need  to  be  "withdrawn"  --from  the  corrupt  local,  state  and 
national  police  forces  to  the  paramilitaries  they  have  financed,  armed  and 
allowed  to  act  with  great  impunity.  The  dismantling  of  this  apparatus  of 
repression  and  state  terror  must  be  accomplished,  and,  as  with  what  has 
been  achieved  so  far,  it  is  likely  to  be  accomplished  only  through 
continued  pressure  on  the  Mexican  government.  While  we  should  savor  each 
victory  in  this  process,  it  is  only  through  vigilence  and  continued 
mobilization  that  victory  will  follow  victory.  It  is  way  too  soon  to  relax 

Moreover,  while  Fox  has  given  the  orders,  he  is  also  firmly  committed  to 
the  pursuit  of  the  very  economic  policies  that  led  to  the  uprising  in  the 
first  place:  neoliberal  policies  that  subordinate  the  desires  of  people  to 
those  of  business  for  profits  and  social  control.  The  Zapatistas  rose  up 
in  response  to  such  policies,  including  NAFTA,  and  they  have  continued  to 
denounce  them  and  oppose  them.  The  encounters  they  organized,  beginning 
with  the  Continental  and  Intercontinental  Encounters  in  1996  (that  begat 
the  Geneva,  Seattle  and  Prague  protests)  were  Encounters  "For  Humanity, 
Against  Neoliberalism."  The  reduction  of  direct  police  and  military 
repression  will  not  remove  the  more  subtle  repression  of  neoliberal 
economic  policies.  The  struggle  will  continue  in  Chiapas  as  it  is 
continuing  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  And  we  can  be  certain  that  such  state 
repression  is  not  about  to  be  removed  from  the  capitalist  bag  of  tricks, 
neither  in  Mexico,  or  elsewhere  as  the  police  arrests  and  beatings  in 
Prague  made  quite  clear,  as  so  many  examples  of  continuing  repression 
constantly  remind  us. 

Fox's  policies  vis  a vis  Chiapas,  and  the  grassroots  movements 
throughout  Mexico,  seem  likely  to  take  the  form  of  a mix  of  repression 
(currently  we  hope  being  reduced)  and  cooptation  --just  like  those  of  the 
PRI  before  him.  His  embrace  of  "free  market"  policies  (an  oxymoron  of 
course)  may  involve  support  for  small  business  in  an  attempt  to 
differentiate  people  and  communities,  a la  Hernando  de  Sota,  buying  time 
for  the  final  enclosure  of  the  countryside  to  take  place  (whose  basis  was 
laid  by  Salinas  who  ended  protection  for  ejidal  lands).  Fox's  man  in 
Chiapas,  Pablo  Salazar,  due  to  take  over  as  governor  of  Chiapas,  has 
toured  the  US  soliciting  business  investment  in  Chiapas,  offering  peace 
and  cheap  labor  for  maquiladora  development,  another  arrow  in  the  quiver 
of  neoliberalism,  another  arrow  aimed  at  the  heart  of  indigenous 
communities  and  everything  non-capitalist  about  them. 

It  is  impossible  to  say,  at  this  point,  exactly  how  Fox  et  al  will 
pursue  their  goals  (which  were  also  those  of  Salinas  and  Zedillo  and  Wall 
Street  and  the  IMF)  but  they  WILL  pursue  them.  Assuming  their  tactics 
shift  from  police  state  repression  to  more  subtle  means,  so  must  ours. 
Unless  "human  rights"  advocates  shift  their  understanding  of  repression  in 
such  a manner  as  to  grasp  economic  repression  as  well  as  police  state 
repression  as  a problem,  such  changes  in  strategy  may  well  strip  the 
Zapatista  support  network  of  many  of  its  militants.  At  the  moment  it  seems 
unlikely  that  those  who  have  volunteered  as  international  observers  to 
stand  between  the  Zapatista  communities  and  their  oppressors  will  know  how 
to  replicate  something  like  that  role  vis  a vis  neoliberal  economic 
development.  Up  to  the  present,  and  probably  for  some  time  to  come,  their 
role  has  been  vital,  but  if  Fox  really  carries  out  these  kind  of  shifts, 
then  other  strategies  and  other  kinds  of  action  will  be  needed. 

Beyond  the  problem  of  resistance,  however,  is  the  more  appealing  problem 
of  building  better  worlds.  Reduced  pressure  on  the  Zapatista  communities 
will  mean  greater  latitude  for  pursuing  their  own  agendas,  and  greater 
ease  for  others  to  support  those  agendas.  Beside  inspiring  through  their 
courage,  the  Zapatistas  have  inspired  through  their  vision  of  and  efforts 
to  create  alternatives  to  the  current  subordination  of  humanity  to  capital 
In  domains  as  diverse  as  agriculture,  education  and  politics  they  have 
pursued,  as  much  as  circumstances  have  allowed,  alternatives  paths. 

There  is  no  reason  to  assume  that  any  strategy  by  Fox  to  undermine  such 
efforts  will  succeed.  On  the  contrary,  evidence  suggests  that  despite  all 
the  repression  and  expenditures  by  the  PRI,  Salinas'  efforts  to  undermine 
collective  land  in  Mexico  has  mostly  failed  and  indigenous  communities 
everywhere  continue  to  carve  their  own  roads  into  the  future.  With  less 


repression  it  will  be  easier  for  those  of  us  elsewhere  to  learn  about  and 
learn  from  such  efforts,  as  well  as  to  share  our  own  efforts  with  those  in 
Mexico.  Such  accelerated  circulation  of  experience  should  strengthen  the 
struggle  against  capitalism  everywhere  as  it  becomes  clearer  and  clearer 
that  very  real  alternatives  are  possible. 

******  The  A-Infos  News  Service  ****** 

Comments  are  owned  by  the  Poster. 

The  Rest  c.  1999  Butch  Landingin.  IGC  is  the  U.S.  member  of  the 
Association  for  Progressive  Communications,  a global  partnership  of 
computer  networks  that  link  activists  around  the  world. 

IGC  is  a project  of  The  Tides  Center,  a 501(c)(3)  charitable  organization. 
Copyright  c.  1999,  Institute  for  Global  Communications. 

"RE : Blackfeet  Early  Childhood  Center"  — - 

From:  Paul  Pureau  <paul_pureau@yahoo.com> 

Date:  Mon,  4 Dec  2000  15:52:48  -0800  (PST) 

Sub j : Blackfeet  look  to  January  opening  of  early  childhood  program  center 
Mailing  List:  ndn-aim  <ndn-aim@egroups . com> 

BROWNING,  Mont.  - Blackfeet  tribal  officials  here  are  anxiously  awaiting 
completion  of  a new  Early  Childhood  Center  that  will  house  several 
programs  operating  in  overcrowded  conditions. 

The  13 , 800-square-foot  center,  being  built  with  the  help  of  a $472,000 
expansion  grant  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services, 
should  be  completed  in  January,  says  Liz  Sherman,  acting  director  of  the 
reservation's  Head  Start  program.  Local  fund-raising,  an  Indian  Community 
Development  Block  grant  and  money  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
covered  the  rest  of  the  expenses. 

The  new  building  will  serve  as  headquarters  for  the  tribe's  Early  Head 
Start  program,  which  serves  about  60  children,  the  Montana  Initiative  for 
the  Abatement  of  Mortality  in  Infants  program  and  a child-care  program 
which  operates  out  of  a mobile  home.  The  structure  will  include  four  rooms 
for  infant  care,  two  rooms  for  toddlers,  a separate  area  for  ailing 
children,  office  space,  a multi-purpose  area  and  conference  rooms,  Sherman 
says.  The  center  is  being  built  by  Swank  Construction,  based  in  the  off- 
reservation  town  of  Valier. 

Early  Head  Start  participants,  who  range  from  infants  to  3 years  old, 
are  cared  for  in  an  old  church  building  on  the  north  side  of  Browning. 
While  the  facility  affords  adequate  shelter,  children  are  crammed  into 
teaching  and  play  areas,  and  service  providers  constantly  improvise  to 
meet  their  various  needs. 

Sherman  says  center  funding  was  obtained  largely  through  grant-writing 
skills  of  Dr.  Dorothy  Still  Smoking,  president  of  Blackfeet  Community 
College  and  a founding  member  of  the  Piegan  Institute,  which  operates 
three  language  immersion  schools  on  the  reservation. 

While  the  main  Head  Start  program,  serving  290  children  from  3 years  old 
to  kindergarten,  will  remain  in  its  current  quarters,  Sherman  says  the  new 
building  will  free  up  needed  space.  That  will  likely  allow  eventual 
expansion  of  tribal  prenatal  and  parenting  classes  and  other  related 
services.  Already,  Blackfeet  Head  Start  and  Early  Head  Start  employ  about 
85  people. 

Head  Start,  which  focuses  on  the  educational  and  nutritional  needs  of 
low-income  families,  was  established  by  Congress  in  1965  and  with  Early 
Head  Start  serves  about  1 million  children  nationwide. 

"With  the  welfare  situation  now,  it's  getting  a lot  of  people  into  it," 
Sherman  says,  adding  that  Blackfeet  services,  unlike  other  programs,  have 
no  waiting  list.  "The  programs  are  doing  a great  job  here." 

Future  expansion  plans  include  building  a new  satellite  Head  Start 
center  in  East  Glacier  Park,  about  15  miles  west  of  Browning,  she  said. 
Satellite  centers  already  operate  in  Heart  Butte,  Babb,  Starr  School, 
Seville  and  at  the  community  college.  In  time,  Sherman  hopes  to  replace 
aging  buses  and  build  a new  garage  for  the  vehicles,  as  well. 
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Maine  governor  rejects  tribal  sovereignty 
By  Dim  Adams 
Today  staff 

PRESQUE  ISLE,  Maine  - Maine's  tribes  are  all  bracing  for  a drawn-out 
fight  to  protect  their  sovereignty,  leaders  said  after  a long  but 
inconclusive  meeting  with  Maine  Gov.  Angus  King. 

King  firmly  resisted  Indian  claims  to  sovereignty  in  a private  meeting 
with  leaders  of  five  tribal  governments  at  the  annual  Assembly  of 
Governors,  Chiefs  and  Tribal  Representatives. 

The  assembly,  in  the  bleak  near-winter  of  Maine's  far  north,  coincided 
with  a session  of  the  Maine  Indian  Tribal-State  Commission  under  the 
shadow  of  a paper-industry  legal  ploy  that  threatens  three  tribal 
governors  with  one-year  jail  terms. 

"The  meeting  went  back  and  forth,"  said  Billy  Phillips  Dr.,  chief  of  the 
Aroostook  Band  of  Micmac  Indians  and  host.  "But,  we  kept  hearing 
'Settlement  Act  of  1980,'  'Settlement  Act  of  1980.'  Angus  King  wasn't 
going  to  budge . " 

King  was  citing  the  congressional  act  which  extinguished  Indian  land 
claims  in  Maine  and  gave  federal  recognition  to  Penobscot  and 
Passamaquoddy  tribes.  Three  large  paper  companies  claim  the  act  makes  the 
tribes  subject  to  state  law  and  are  demanding  free  access  to  tribal 
records.  The  governments  of  the  Penobscots  and  two  Passamaquoddy 
reservations  are  resisting  state  jurisdiction  over  what  they  consider 
internal  tribal  matters. 

The  suit  produced  a judge's  ruling  of  contempt,  threatening  a one-year 
jail  sentence  for  Richard  M.  Doyle  of  the  Pleasant  Point  Passamaquoddy 
Reservation,  Richard  Stevens  of  the  Passamaquoddy  Indian  Township 
Reservation,  and  Barry  Dana,  newly  elected  governor  of  the  Penobscot 
Nation . 

All  three  came  a day  early  with  tribal  delegations  to  meet  with  leaders 
of  the  Micmacs  and  the  Houlton  Band  of  Maliseet  Indians  and  coordinate 
strategy. 

Although  tribes  avoided  linking  Gov.  King  to  the  suit.  King  insisted 
inside  and  out  of  the  private  meeting  that  the  1980  act  placed  unique 
limits  on  tribal  sovereignty  in  Maine.  "When  the  act  was  passed  there  was 
great  concern  not  to  set  up  states  within  a state,"  he  said  in  an 
interview. 

King  is  considered  one  of  the  most  popular  politicians  in  Maine,  winning 
re-election  in  1998  as  an  Independent  with  the  largest  margin  in  state 
history.  He  chatted  with  tribal  delegations,  calling  himself  "an  amateur 
anthropologist."  In  the  public  meeting,  he  emphasized  common  ground  on 
bills  to  teach  tribal  history  in  public  schools  and  to  eliminate 
"offensive  place  names." 

Donna  Loring,  the  Penobscot  Nation's  non-voting  delegate  to  the  Maine 
Legislature,  said  she  saw  a glimmer  of  hope  in  King's  willingness  to  have 
aides  meet  with  the  tribes  on  the  environmental  issue  that  sparked  the 
current  dispute. 

The  tribes  are  fighting  Maine's  request  to  take  over  control  of  water- 
discharge  permits  from  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency.  They  want 
the  EPA  to  keep  jurisdiction  over  the  rivers  that  are  vitally  important  to 
tribal  culture. 


But  Gov.  King  stood  by  his  petition  for  state  control  of  the  waters,  and 
gave  no  ground  on  his  reading  of  the  Settlement  Act.  He  rejected  a 
resolution  adopted  at  the  recent  National  Congress  of  American  Indians, 
supporting  Maine  tribal  sovereignty.  "It  ignores  the  fact  that  the 
fundamentals  of  federal  Indian  law  don't  apply  here,"  he  said. 

His  position  draws  strong  disagreement  from  the  tribes. 

Mark  Chavaree,  Penobscot  Nation  attorney  and  a member  of  the  Tribal- 
State  Commission,  argued  in  a position  paper  that  tribal  sovereignty  was 
never  extinguished,  even  during  150  years  of  illegal  state  control. 

Maine  tribes  were  under  the  tutelage  of  state  Indian  agents  as  late  as 
the  1970s.  Congress  meant  basic  federal  Indian  common  law  to  apply  to 
Maine  tribes,  he  said,  quoting  the  Senate  committee  report  on  the  1980 
bill. 

But,  he  added,  "Appreciation  of  the  (Penobscot)  Nation  as  an  Indian 
tribe  is  sorely  lacking  at  all  levels  of  the  state,  including  its  court 
system. " 

The  problem  was  compounded,  many  critics  say,  by  the  hasty  negotiation 
of  the  1980  Act. 

"They  were  in  a hurry  to  get  it  done  while  Carter  was  still  president," 
said  Penobscot  Gov.  Dana,  because  they  feared  the  Reagan  Administration 
would  oppose  the  deal. 

The  commission  itself  was  set  up  by  the  act  as  a forum  to  resolve 
disputes,  but  several  members  noted  it  was  left  out  of  the  EPA  dispute 
leading  to  the  paper  company  lawsuit.  "It  was  bigger  than  we  could  handle, 
" confessed  Commission  Chairman  Cushman  D.  Anthony. 

Phillips  observed  that  each  of  the  Maine  tribes  has  a different 
background  which  adds  to  the  complexities. 

Unlike  the  others,  the  bulk  of  the  Micmac  tribe  lived  in  28  bands  across 
the  Canadian  border,  he  said.  Phillips  argued  that  regardless  of  the 
interpretation  of  the  1980  Settlement  Act,  the  state-enacted  Implementing 
Act,  a separate  Maine  statute,  does  not  apply  to  his  tribe.  The  Micmacs 
received  federal  recognition  separately  in  1991,  Phillips  said.  "We  never 
agreed  to  the  Implementing  Act,"  he  said. 

"It's  a good  thing  that  Gov.  King  only  has  two  more  years  in  office," 
Phillips  said.  "I'm  looking  forward  to  the  person  who  comes  after  him." 

In  spite  of  the  deep  disagreements,  the  gathering  was  a showcase  for 
Micmac  hospitality.  The  Aroostook  band,  with  1,185  enrolled  members,  has 
no  land  base,  but  it  acquired  non-trust  surplus  property  when  nearby 
Loring  Air  Force  Base  closed.  During  the  week  of  the  meeting,  the  band 
celebrated  groundbreaking  for  a new  cultural  and  educational  center.  The 
$900,000  building  also  will  house  a museum  and  library.  Its  architecture 
includes  14  exposed  beams  representing  the  poles  of  the  traditional  Micmac 
shelter.  In  the  front  yard,  28  stones  will  mark  the  bands  of  the  Micmac 
and  the  number  of  stones  used  in  the  sweat  lodge. 

Dim  Adams  reports  from  the  Northeast.  E-mail  teshunka@yahoo.com. 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 


Paul  Pureau 

to  subscribe  to  ndn-aim  send  a blank  mail  to:  ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups.com 
ndn-aim  is  now  archived  on  line  at  Http://www. escribe.com/life/ndn-aim/ 

"RE : Mi'kmaq  Case  Expected  to  Uphold  Treaty  Rights"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Dec  2000  06:00:27  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename=" TREATY  RIGHTS" 

Mi'kmaq  Logging  Case  Expected  to  Uphold  Treaty  Rights 
WebPosted  Dec  8 2000  6:25  PM  EST 

HALIFAX,  N.S.  - A leader  in  the  Maritime  Mi'kmaq  community  predicts  the 
Mi'kmaq  claim  on  logging  rights  will  be  upheld  by  the  courts. 

Thirty-four  Native  loggers  are  charged  with  illegally  harvesting  timber 
on  Crown  land.  Lawyers  made  their  closing  arguments  on  Wednesday.  The 


lawyer  for  the  loggers  argued  they  are  not  guilty  because  ancient  Treaty 
rights  grant  them  access  to  the  land. 

Mi'kmaq  leader  Bernd  Christmas  says  the  courts  have  stood  behind 
Aboriginal  Treaty  rights  in  the  case  of  Donald  Marshall  which  dealt  with 
fishing  rights,  and  in  an  earlier  case  on  hunting  rights. 

"The  courts  in  both  those  instances  are  saying,  'We  agree  that  the 
Mi'kmaq  people  have  never  surrendered  those  Treaty  rights,'  and  that's 
where  I think  we're  heading  with  this  right  now,"  Christmas  said. 

The  Mi'kmaq  are  also  claiming  to  have  Aboriginal  title  to  the  land. 
"Dealing  with  the  issue  of  Aboriginal  title  is  also  very  important 
because  the  kind  of  usage  that  you  would  be  able  to  make  of  the  land 
under  Aboriginal  title  is  not  restricted  to  traditional  kinds  of  uses  and 
it's  clearly  including  deriving  economic  benefits  from  the  land,"  says 
defence  lawyer  Bruce  Wildsmith. 

But  the  Crown's  lawyer,  Richard  Mackinnon,  says  the  Natives  haven't 
proven  they  have  the  rights  they  claim.  "A  lot  of  the  testimony  from 
historians  who  have  testified,  a lot  of  the  testimony  from  Chief 
Augustine  of  the  Aboriginal  community,  all  of  that  evidence,  in  our 
opinion,  does  not  go  to  demonstrate  that  they  have  a defence  to  the 
charge."  The  judge  is  expected  to  render  his  decision  in  February,  from 
cbc . ca 
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Cree  Claim  Victory  in  Hydro  Hearings 
Dec  1 2000  10:54  AM  EST 

ST.  PAUL,  MINN.  - A big  win  for  the  environment.  That's  how  one 
environmental  lawyer  describes  a decision  made  Thursday  by  the  Minnesota 
Public  Utilities  Commission. 

Andy  Orkin  says  the  Commission  has  decided  to  look  at  assessing  how 
energy  projects  affect  the  environment  and  the  people  who  live  near  them. 

For  years,  electricity  generated  in  Manitoba  has  flowed  to  Minnesota, 
but  the  state's  Public  Utilities  Commission  had  never  investigated  the 
human  impact  - the  poverty,  unemployment  and  suicide  the  Pimicikamak  Cree 
Nation  attributes  to  Hydro  development. 

Orkin  says  the  Commission's  decision  means  that  in  future,  the  impact  of 
Manitoba  Hydro's  hydroelectricity  projects  in  the  north  will  come  under 
closer  scrutiny.  However,  it  doesn't  affect  Hydro  in  the  short  term.  The 
renewal  of  Hydro's  current  contract  with  Minnesota  was  upheld. 

Orkin  says  that's  not  of  great  concern  to  his  client  - Pimicikamak  Cree 
Nation,  formerly  Cross  Lake. 

"What  PCN  was  much  more  concerned  about  was  protecting  the  Lake  Winnipeg, 
Churchill,  Nelson  Rivers  environment,  particularly  in  and  around 
Pimicikamak  Cree  Nation's  traditional  territory,  against  the  impacts  of 
further  large  scale  hydroelectric  development  by  Manitoba  Hydro." 

The  hearing  included  presentations  by  PCN  and  environmental  groups  in 
Minnesota.  Manitoba  Hydro  also  made  a presentation.  It  pointed  to  the 
$400-million  dollars  Hydro  spent  over  the  past  20  years  to  compensate 
northern  communities. 
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12:03  p.m.  "Say  goodbye  to  Squaw  Creek,  Squaw  Lake,  and  Squaw  Mountain" 
The  BC  government  will  strike  the  word  'squaw'  from  all  place  names  under 
its  jurisdiction  effective  immediately.  One  native  leader  says  it's  about 
time.  Geoff  Davies  reports. 

There  are  no  fewer  than  four  Squaw  Creeks  around  BC,  along  with  two 
Squaw  Fish  Lakes,  a Squaw  Island,  and  a Squaw  Range.  Eleven  place  names 
in  all  that  will  now  be  struck  from  the  map. 

WILSON:  Well  it's  nearly  time.  We've  been  complaining  about  it  probably 
for  a hundred  years,  and  during  this....  Bill  Wilson  from  the  First 
Nations  Summit  applauds  the  government's  move  to  eliminate  the  use  of  a 
word  used  to  demean  native  women. 

WILSON:  It's  one  of  the  most  racist  terms,  especially  given  the  fact  that 
it  applies  to  women  who  are  the  most  sacred  people  in  our  culture. 

Much  of  the  impetus  to  remove  the  word  squaw  from  the  BC  map  came  from 
Ed  John,  a former  Grand  Chief  of  the  First  Nations  Summit  who  has  since 
joined  the  NDP  cabinet.  The  Ministry  of  the  Environment  says  the  decision 
is  in  keeping  with  the  BC  government's  policy  of  eliminating  offensive 
or  insulting  place  names. 

The  government  will  now  consult  the  public,  including  First  Nations, 
historical  societies,  and  parks  and  forestry  personnel  before  deciding  on 
new  place  names.  It's  not  only  creeks  and  mountains  that  will  carry  new 
names . 

The  squaw  fish,  a species  common  in  the  BC  interior,  is  also  being 
replaced  by  pike  minnow.  Geoff  Davies,  CBC  News,  Victoria.  [A  similar 
story  aired  on  CBC  Radio's  one  o'clock  newscast.] 

CKNW  RADIO  NEWS  Friday,  December  8,  2000  12:05  p.m.  "The  provincial 
government  has  officially  eliminated  the  term  squaw  from  eleven  place 
names  in  BC  following  a request  from  First  Nations  groups"  CKNW's  Graham 
Currie  reports. 

The  move  is  sure  to  spark  the  political  correctness  debate,  but  no 
longer  will  there  be  such  things  as  squaw  fish.  Instead,  it's  now  a pike 
minnow.  Also  being  eliminated  are  things  like  Squaw  Creek,  Squaw  Fish 
Lake,  and  Squaw  Mountain,  eleven  in  all  from  various  regions  of  the 
province.  Gold  rush  historian  Bill  Barley  believes  squaw  was  originally 
coined  in  the  late  1850s  as  a dismissive  term,  but  feels  eliminating  it 
is  the  correct  thing  to  do. 

BARLEY:  I know  it  will  make  some  annoyed,  because  they're  used  to  place 
names  that  have  been  there  for  over  a hundred  years,  but  I think  that 
particular,  that  particular  name  is,  is,  it's  generally  unacceptable 
today.  The  province  has  a policy  of  rescinding  or  replacing  offensive 
place  names.  Graham  Currie,  Victoria.  [A  similar  story  aired  on  CKNW's 
11:00  and  1:00  o'clock  newscasts.] 
c Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal. Com 
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Tribes  say  water  sources  contaminated 
12/06/2000 

By  Sheila  K.  Stogsdill 
Special  Correspondent 

WYANDOTTE  - Two  American  Indian  tribes  in  northeast  Oklahoma  say  their 


water  stinks,  and  they're  trying  to  find  out  why.  Wyandotte  and  Quapaw 
tribal  officials  have  done  their  own  tests  of  the  Spring  and  Neosho  rivers 
and  say  the  water  of  both  is  contaminated  with  bacteria  found  in  raw 
sewage.  The  culprit,  they  think,  is  the  illegal  dumping  of  sewage  and 
possibly  run-off  from  the  poultry  industry. 

Test  results  from  the  Quapaw  and  Wyandotte  tribes  indicated  high 
bacteria  levels  of  E.  coli,  chloroform  and  strep.  At  the  request  of  the 
tribes,  the  state  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  has  done  additional 
tests.  Results  should  be  available  this  week. 

"We  have  noticed  a trend  of  waste  debris  between  the  25th  and  27th  of 
each  month,"  said  Tabitha  Worley,  Environmental  Director  for  the  Quapaw 
Tribe . 

Lost  Creek  and  the  Neosho  River  merge  at  the  mouth  of  Spring  River, 
which  flows  into  Grand  Lake.  The  Wyandotte  Tribe  began  monitoring  Spring 
River  in  September  and  recently  - with  the  help  of  the  Quapaw  Tribe  - 
discovered  raw  sewage  being  dumped  into  the  river. 

The  Quapaw  Tribe  reported  to  Environmental  Quality  Department  officials 
in  March  1999  that  it  found  a septic  truck  dumping  raw  sewage  into  Beaver 
Creek,  which  flows  through  Quapaw  Tribal  Pow-Wow  grounds  into  Spring  River, 
according  to  a state  environmental  report  obtained  by  The  Oklahoman. 

State  environmental  representatives  checked  the  site  in  northern  Ottawa 
County  and  confirmed  that  Sayers  Septic  Service  of  Picher  had  dumped  raw 
sewage  onto  private  land  with  permission  of  the  landowners.  The  state 
issued  a warning  to  the  company. 

State  environmental  officials  on  Feb.  7 received  a second  complaint 
against  Sayers  Septic  Service  for  dumping  raw  sewage  on  private  land. 

Departmental  documents  show  that  agents  approached  the  landowners, 
Margaret  and  William  Holder,  and  the  Quapaw  couple  asked  the  agents  to 
leave.  Inspection  of  the  area  confirmed  a recent  dumping.  In  a letter  sent 
to  the  Holders,  state  environmental  officials  asked  for  proof  that  sewage 
and  sludge  had  not  been  dumped  on  their  property. 

When  asked  about  the  illegal  dumping  into  Spring  River,  Luther  Sayer  of 
Sayers  Septic  Service  had  no  comment.  He  said  that  all  the  problems  were 
in  the  past  and  that  he  had  permission  to  be  on  the  private  land. 

The  Picher  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  is  the  only  site  at  which  Sayers 
Septic  Service  is  permitted  to  dispose  of  waste,  the  state  environmental 
department  report  says. 

In  trying  to  determine  whether  Sayers  had  violated  its  permit  by  dumping 
on  the  Holders'  property  on  Feb.  7,  the  Environmental  Quality  Department 
found  that  Picher  city  records  showed  that  someone  made  five  dumps  at  its 
wastewater  treatment  plant  the  week  of  Feb.  11.  Nothing  in  the  records, 
however,  shows  who  made  the  dumps  or  when  the  dumps  were  made. 

Because  the  logbook  was  incomplete  and  Sayers  could  not  prove  where  he 
dumped  his  waste,  state  environmental  officials  in  April  issued  a second 
warning  to  his  company  and  to  the  Holders.  State  officials  then  decided 
that  Margaret  and  William  Holder  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the 
warning  and  closed  the  case  in  April. 

It  was  during  the  second  investigation  that  the  Quapaw  Tribe  notified 
the  Environmental  Quality  Department  that  it  caught  Sayers  Septic  Service 
dumping  waste  into  Spring  River.  As  the  investigation  continued,  the 
Quapaw  tribe  notified  the  agency  that  it  evicted  Sayers  Septic  Service 
from  Quapaw  Tribal  Lagoon  for  unauthorized  use. 

In  nearby  Missouri,  Cave  Springs  Creek  flows  a short  distance  before 
entering  Oklahoma,  where  it  becomes  a tributary  to  Honey  Creek  and  then 
flows  into  Grand  Lake  at  Grove.  Approximately  40  residents  who  live 
downstream  from  Simmons  Industries,  a poultry  processing  plant  in 
Southwest  City,  Mo.,  have  filed  a federal  lawsuit  alleging  groundwater 
contamination  from  the  processing  plants. 

All  content  copyrighted  2000  The  Oklahoma  Publishing  Co. 
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Deal  Reached  Navajo  Nation 
By  CHAKA  FERGUSON 
.c  The  Associated  Press 
12-05-2000 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (AP)  - Sandia  National  Laboratories  and  the  Navajo 
Nation  have  reached  an  agreement  to  promote  economic  development  on  the 
nation's  largest  Indian  reservation. 

Energy  Secretary  Bill  Richardson,  flanked  by  Navajo  President  Kelsey 
Begaye  and  Sandia  Executive  Vice  President  loan  Woodard,  signed  a 
memorandum  of  understanding  Monday. 

The  goal  is  to  establish  an  economic  base  for  the  tribe  that  would  allow 
it  to  achieve  self-sufficiency.  A financially  strong  Navajo  Nation  would 
also  boost  the  economies  of  New  Mexico  and  the  region,  according  to  the 
memorandum. 

"This  agreement  is  the  department's  latest  step  toward  building  a 
stronger  partnership  with  the  Navajo  Nation  in  which  our  science  and 
technology  can  most  benefit  the  Navajo  people,"  Richardson  said. 

The  agreement  cites  several  potential  areas  of  collaboration,  including 
promoting  quality  education  and  using  Sandia 's  expertise  and  resources  to 
help  generate  renewable  energy  on  Indian  lands. 

Marie  Brown,  a Navajo-Alaskan  Indian  who  works  at  the  lab,  believes  the 
agreement  will  be  beneficial  to  both  parties. 

"It's  a true  collaborative  effort,"  Brown  said.  "It's  a great 
partnership  that  can  be  established  in  connecting  two  different  worlds." 

On  the  Net: 

Sandia  National  Laboratories : http://www.sandia.gov 
Navajo  Nation:  http://www.navajo.org 
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Pueblo  supports  site  as  monument 
DECEMBER  7,  2000 

Both  Cochiti  Pueblo  and  Senator  Jeff  Bingaman  (D-N.Mex)  want  to  see  the 
Tent  Rocks  declared  a national  monument. 

Bingaman  on  Tuesday  wrote  a letter  to  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce 
Babbitt,  asking  him  to  recommend  that  the  area  become  a national  monument. 
Babbitt  makes  such  recommendations  to  the  President,  who  has  the  power 
under  the  Antiquities  Act  of  1906  to  make  a designation. 

"I  believe  designating  Tent  Rocks  a national  monument  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  local  communities  and,  just  as  importantly,  it  would  be  a 
benefit  to  this  natural  resource  by  bringing  attention  to  its  unique 
qualities,"  Bingaman  wrote. 

The  5,300-acre  site  is  located  within  traditional  Cochiti  Pueblo  land 
and  the  tribe  would  like  to  see  it  protected.  It  contains  large,  tent- 
shaped rocks  and  receives  about  50,000  visitors  a year. 

The  Pueblo  and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  jointly  manange  the  site. 

To  get  to  the  site,  visitors  travel  on  roads  maintained  by  the  Pueblo  and 
the  entrance  fee  charged  is  split  between  the  Pueblo  and  the  BLM. 

The  BLM  controls  about  3/4  of  the  land,  while  the  state  has  10  percent. 
The  rest  is  privately  owned. 

For  the  designation  to  be  made  within  the  current  administration. 

Babbitt  would  have  to  make  the  recommendation  soon.  Fie  plans  on  leaving 
the  Interior  come  January. 

Relevant  Links: 

Tent  Rocks,  Pictures  - www. swparks . com/us/travel/newmexico/pictentl. html 


Senator  leff  Bingaman  - www.senate.gov/~bingaman 
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Seventh  Generation  in  peril 

As  the  presidential  election  reveals  a winner  this  week,  the  myriad 
issues  facing  American  Indian  peoples  and  humanity  in  general  must  line  up 
behind  that  greatest  threat  ever  to  the  future  of  the  world:  the  severe 
disruption  of  the  global  climate. 

The  science  keeps  coming  in  and  the  issue  gets  clearer  and  clearer. 
Unfortunately,  the  readings  are  worse  than  earlier  predicted.  All 
indicators  point  to  a massive  disruption  of  global  systems,  certainly  by 
the  Seventh  Generation  into  the  future.  A great  deal  of  political  and 
technological  leadership  is  called  for  if  the  problem  is  to  be  addressed 
appropriately. 

For  the  generation  of  2000,  those  of  us  viable  today  as  adult  human 
beings,  in  whatever  walk  of  life,  acting  as  economic  and  social  players 
upon  the  Earth,  it  behooves  immediate  reflection  followed  by  action.  This 
massive  ecological  problem  has  its  causes  and  its  solutions.  But  it  is 
certain  to  require  the  fortitude  and  creativity  of  the  generation  that 
fought  World  War  II. 

For  the  past  20  years  global  warming  has  actually  accelerated,  now 
projected  to  rise  at  a rate  of  plus  4 degrees  Fahrenheit  per  century. 
Continuous  acceleration  is  expected,  with  a rise  of  as  much  as  10  degrees 
Fahrenheit  by  the  end  of  the  21st  century. 

Based  on  known  figures  and  on  the  clearly  traceable  trend  toward  major 
climate  change,  dramatic  weather  events  are  thus  predictable.  The 
ecological  and  health  consequences  of  the  warming  trends  are  enormous, 
with  progressive  loss  of  alpine  meadows  and  coastal  wetlands,  dangerous 
heat  waves,  and  the  spread  north  of  tropical  diseases. 

Most  recently,  insurance  companies  are  among  the  most  ardent  proponents 
of  a practical  approach  toward  climate  change.  These  companies  have  seen 
the  annual  rate  of  damage  claims  as  a result  of  bad  weather  rise  from  an 
average  of  $2  billion  a year  in  the  1980s  to  an  average  of  $12  billion  a 
year  throughout  the  1990s. 

For  years,  scientists  say  now,  deep  ocean  absorption  of  heat  masked  the 
actual  impact  of  the  hothouse-effect  on  global  temperatures.  Nevertheless, 
the  rising  ocean  heat  has  set  in  motion  massive  weather  systems,  altering 
the  timing  of  the  seasons  over  large  areas. 

The  ocean  heat  sets  loose  massive  storms  and  heat  waves,  calling  into 
question  the  planet's  precarious  stability  and  balance.  The  recent  record 
of  extreme  weather  events  is  serious  business.  In  the  past  few  years,  ice 
storms,  floods,  drought,  and  massive  cyclones  and  so-called  "super- 
hurricanes" have  wreaked  havoc  on  many  countries.  Some,  such  as  Honduras, 
Venezuela  and  India  have  experienced  huge  loss  of  life.  Rainforests  in 
Brazil  and  Mexico  caught  fire  for  the  first  time  ever  in  1998,  while 
killing  heat  waves  have  swept  Texas,  the  Middle  East  and  India  for  several 
years . 

All  economic  activity  ultimately  depends  on  a healthy  and  productive 
environment.  While  millions  of  dollars  have  been  spent  by  sectors  of  the 
oil  and  coal  lobbies  to  generate  an  illusion  of  scientific  uncertainty. 


the  fact  is  that  by  an  overwhelming  ratio  of  some  100  to  one,  scientists 
around  the  world  express  substantial  consensus,  not  only  on  the  reality  of 
global  warming,  but  also  on  its  causes  and  its  increasingly  severe 
consequences,  if  measures  to  arrest  the  syndrome  are  not  implemented.  Thus 
the  Mother  Earth  warms  and  burns  while,  with  nearly  criminal  negligence, 
powerful  industrial  lobbies  confuse  and  paralyze  political  will  and  action. 

For  the  past  decade,  the  U.S.  press  has  been  too  intimidated  by  the 
fossil-fuel  lobby  to  search  out  the  scientific  evidence  of  climate  change 
and  global  warming  to  make  it  clear  to  the  broader  public.  Thus  Exxon- 
Mobil, in  a paid  New  York  Times  editorial  page  ad,  can  claim  unchallenged 
that,  "Scientists  remain  unable  to  confirm  either  contention." 

This  is  pure  obfuscation,  misdirection,  and  the  media  is  starting  to 
move  past  the  hired  naysayers.  Nevertheless,  the  fossil  fuel  lobby  needs 
severe  scrutiny  or  they  will  continue  to  force  a national  conundrum  while 
the  global  environment  suffers  damage  beyond  repair.  Consider  that  the 
driving  network  behind  the  naysayers,  the  Global  Climate  Coalition,  has 
been  abandoned  by  such  major  corporations  as  General  Motors,  Texaco  and 
Southern  Company. 

The  facts  are  relatively  simple,  if  the  science  is  not.  Humankind  is 
burning  fossil  fuels  at  unprecedented  rates,  releasing  huge  amounts  of 
carbon  dioxide,  which  traps  heat  into  the  atmosphere.  For  10,000  years  the 
rate  of  carbon  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  was  about  280  parts  per  million. 

In  the  past  100  years,  with  the  increased  pace  of  industrialization,  the 
burning  of  coal  and  oil  has  outpaced  the  atmosphere's  ability  to  absorb 
its  effects  and  carbon  dioxide  has  increased  to  360  ppm.  The  decade  of  the 
1990s  was  the  hottest  in  at  least  a millennium. 

The  science  of  the  issue  was  not  at  all  questioned  by  the  160  nations 
that  signed  onto  the  Kyoto  Treaty  in  Japan  in  1997.  While  in  the  U.S., 
presidential  candidate  George  W.  Bush  could  still  wonder  out  loud  that 
there  was  "uncertainty  among  scientists"  on  the  global  warming  question, 
Germany,  Holland,  Britain,  among  others,  have  moved  to  reduce  emissions. 

What  is  required,  and  A1  Gore,  to  his  credit,  understood  this  early,  is 
action  toward  a global  energy  transition  - within  this  decade.  A lot  of 
valuable  time  has  been  wasted  already  as  the  public  will  was  thwarted  in 
the  United  States  by  the  oil  and  coal  industry  lobby.  This  type  of  self- 
serving  action  by  these  industries  is  shameful.  Its  defense,  a la  Rush 
Limbaugh,  is  ideological  idiocy.  Predictably,  politicians  who  fiddle  while 
the  common  future  of  our  generations  hangs  in  the  balance  will  be  held 
accountable  as  moral  cowards  by  the  inheritors  of  the  problem. 

Consider  that  a poll  of  executives  of  the  world's  largest  corporations 
attending  the  World  Economic  Forum  in  Davos,  Switzerland,  in  February, 
listed  climate  change  as  the  greatest  threat  to  confront  humanity  in  the 
near  future. 

Companies  such  as  British  Petroleum-Amoco,  Shell,  Ford  and  Daimler- 
Chrysler,  are  already  investing  in  billion  dollar  projects  for  production 
of  cell-powered  cars,  cars  with  high  mileage  engines,  solar  and  other 
renewable  technologies.  Consider  that  many  Native  elders  and  practitioners 
of  natural  lifestyles  have  clearly  identified  the  problem.  A common 
statement  by  Native  elders  and  scientists  from  the  National  Aeronautics 
and  Space  Administration,  the  Albuquerque  Declaration  (1998),  was  a call 
to  action. 

It  deserves  to  be  presented  to  the  new  U.S.  administration  as  its  first 
order  of  business  for  the  new  century  and  millennium.  The  Seventh 
Generation  is  very  much  at  stake, 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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U.S.  District  Judge  Bruce  D.  Black  for  the  District  of  New  Mexico  on 
Wednesday  ruled  that  New  Mexico's  12  gaming  tribes  can  be  sued  by  the  state 
for  failing  to  remit  a 16  percent  revenue  sharing  fee  as  required  by  their 
compacts . 

Attorney  General  Patricia  Madrid  sued  the  tribes  in  Dune,  saying  they 
had  to  pay  the  state  or  close.  While  some  tribes  had  paid  the  state,  either 
in  full  or  partially,  they  all  agreed  to  stop  paying  earlier  this  year. 

The  tribes  in  response  filed  a motion  to  dismiss  the  suit  on  grounds  of 
sovereign  immunity  and  lack  of  jurisdiction  in  federal  court. 

The  tribes  might  appeal  the  decision. 

Get  the  Story: 

State  Can  Sue  Tribes,  Judge  Rules  (The  Albuquerque  Journal  12/8) 

Friday,  December  8,  2000 
State  Can  Sue  Tribes,  Dudge  Rules 
By  S.U.  Mahesh 
Journal  Capitol  Bureau 

SANTA  FE  - A federal  judge  has  ruled  that  New  Mexico  can  pursue  legal 
action  against  12  casino-operating  tribes  to  resolve  the  ongoing  dispute 
over  slot  machine  revenue  sharing. 

Attorney  General  Patricia  Madrid  sued  the  gambling  tribes  in  July, 
arguing  that  they  must  either  share  revenue  with  the  state  or  shut  down. 

Eleven  of  the  tribes  filed  a motion  to  dismiss  the  claim  based  on  two 
arguments  - the  tribes  have  sovereign  immunity  from  the  state's  lawsuit 
and  the  federal  courts  lack  jurisdiction  to  hear  the  case. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Bruce  D.  Black  disagreed  with  the  tribes  and 
dismissed  the  motion.  His  decision  was  made  public  Thursday. 

Frank  Chaves,  chairman  of  the  New  Mexico  Indian  Gaming  Association,  said 
that  the  tribes  "in  all  likelihood"  will  appeal  Black's  ruling. 

"To  a certain  extent  the  state's  sovereignty  has  been  recognized,  but 
tribal  governments  have  not  been  given  that  same  consideration,"  Chaves 
said . 

In  a written  statement,  Madrid  said  she  was  pleased  with  Black's 
decision.  She  also  stressed  that  her  office  is  open  to  any  "serious 
settlement  discussions." 

"We  will  continue  to  do  our  best  to  represent  the  state's  interest 
effectively  in  court,"  Madrid  said.  "We  believe  our  legal  position  is 
strong  and  that  the  tribes  should  fulfill  their  obligations  to  pay  the 
revenues  sharing  amounts  specified  in  the  compacts  they  signed." 

The  tribes  and  the  Legislature  entered  into  a gambling  agreement,  or 
compact,  in  1997  wherein  the  tribes  agreed  to  pay  16  percent  of  their  slot 
machine  profits  to  the  state  in  exchange  for  limits  on  non-Indian  gambling. 

Several  tribes  signed  the  agreement  under  protest.  The  Jicarilla  Apache 
and  Mescalero  Apache  tribes  never  paid  the  gaming  revenues  to  the  state, 
while  some  tribes  paid  less  than  16  percent. 

Earlier  this  year,  all  tribes  stopped  paying  while  awaiting  a federal 
court's  determination  whether  such  payments  are  legal.  After  lawmakers  and 
tribes  failed  to  agree  on  a new  compact,  Madrid  filed  the  suit. 
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Girl's  death  in  boot  camp  prompts  changes  in  South  Dakota 
December  10,  2000 

PIERRE,  South  Dakota  (AP)  --  On  a muggy  Duly  morning,  14-year-old  Gina 
Score  collapsed  during  a forced  run  at  South  Dakota's  boot  camp  for  girls. 

She  lay  on  the  ground  for  three  hours  before  dying  of  heatstroke. 

In  the  16  months  since  Score's  death  raised  questions  about  juvenile 
boot  camps  across  the  country,  the  girls'  boot  camp  at  Plankinton  has  been 
dismantled.  The  legislature  has  set  up  an  office  to  monitor  juvenile 
corrections,  and  lawmakers  have  given  a legislative  panel  authority  to 
periodically  review  juvenile  programs. 

But  some  say  state  boot  camps  remain  deeply  flawed.  On  Monday,  a federal 
judge  was  scheduled  to  hold  a hearing  on  a proposed  settlement  of  a 
lawsuit  between  the  State  Training  School  where  Score  collapsed  and  the 
Washington,  D.C. -based  Youth  Law  Center,  which  seeks  to  monitor  the  boys' 
boot  camp  in  Plankinton,  an  eastern  South  Dakota  farm  town. 

"I  think  in  the  long  run  kids  in  these  facilities  will  be  protected, 
they'll  be  safer  and  hopefully  will  come  out  better  in  the  sense  of  not 
being  abused  while  there,"  said  Youth  Law  Center  staff  attorney  Marc 
Schindler. 

Score's  parents  have  also  filed  a lawsuit,  set  to  go  to  trial  early  next 
year.  Lawsuit  documents  quote  state  Attorney  General  Mark  Barnett  as 
saying  the  state  was  responsible  for  the  girl's  death  because  of  the  way 
the  boot  camp  staff  treated  her. 

"We  killed  her,"  he  said. 

Gov.  Bill  Danklow,  who  credits  three  years  in  the  U.S.  Marines  with 
turning  his  life  around,  called  five  years  ago  for  boot  camps  as  a way  to 
teach  teen-age  offenders  the  discipline  and  other  skills  needed  to  set 
them  straight. 

The  Republican  governor  has  blamed  "rogue  employees"  for  Score's  death 
and  other  problems. 

But  Democratic  House  Minority  Leader  Pat  Haley  said  the  problem  is 
widespread . 

"What  was  put  together  here  was  a routinely  abusive  system,"  said  Haley, 
a former  prison  guard.  "It  wasn't  rogue  employees.  It  was  the  system." 

Score  was  sent  to  the  camp  in  Duly  1999  after  stealing  a bike,  skipping 
school  and  shoplifting.  Two  days  into  the  program,  the  5-foot-4,  226-pound 
girl  joined  other  girls  on  a 2.7-mile  required  run. 

She  collapsed  near  the  end,  and  staff  members  left  her  on  the  ground 
because  they  thought  she  was  faking.  A nurse  at  the  scene  later  said  she 
didn't  recognize  the  girl's  symptoms  as  heat  exhaustion. 

Investigators  said  the  temperature  had  reached  77  degrees  in  81  percent 
humidity  by  the  time  an  ambulance  was  called.  Score's  temperature  reached 
at  least  108  degrees,  the  maximum  a thermometer  could  record. 

Two  staff  members  were  acquitted  on  child  abuse  charges  in  the  death  and 
other  problems,  including  making  girls  run  in  shackles  until  their  ankles 
bled . 

Today,  South  Dakota  judges  send  fewer  juveniles  to  state  facilities, 
partly  because  of  what  some  judges  described  as  caution  after  Score's 
death . 

A report  this  year  by  the  Koch  Crime  Institute,  a nonprofit  research 
organization  in  Topeka,  Kan.,  found  about  50  boot  camps  across  the  nation, 
not  counting  those  run  by  the  National  Guard.  That's  down  from  60  several 
years  ago,  says  Derry  Wells,  the  institute's  director. 

Boot  camps'  physical  exercise  requirements  and  sometimes  untrained  staff 
can  be  dangerous,  says  Doris  MacKenzie,  professor  of  criminology  at  the 
University  of  Maryland.  On  the  other  hand,  studies  indicate  both  staff  and 
juveniles  in  boot  camps  have  more  positive  attitudes  than  those  in 
traditional  juvenile  corrections  programs,  she  said. 

"The  attitudes  in  many  of  the  camps  are  very  supportive,"  she  said. 
"There  seems  to  be  a very  caring  relationship." 

But  she  said  studies  show  boot  camps  are  no  better  than  traditional 
programs  in  preventing  juveniles  from  getting  into  trouble  after  release. 

Wells  said  tragedies  such  as  Score's  death  should  be  expected  when  boot 


camps  are  nun  by  untrained  staffs. 

"The  surprise  to  me  was  that  it  was  a surprise,  because  it  was  a recipe 
for  disaster,"  he  said. 

The  proposed  settlement  in  the  Youth  Law  Center  lawsuit  would  limit  the 
use  of  restraints  and  isolation  cells  and  require  mental  health  treatment, 
education  programs  and  staff  training  in  addition  to  monitoring. 

Danklow  says  he  continues  to  get  letters  from  parents  who  say  their 
children's  lives  have  been  set  straight  by  boot  camps.  He  won't  comment  on 
the  lawsuits  until  they  are  settled. 

Gina  Score's  parents,  David  and  Viola,  have  refused  to  talk  publicly  in 
recent  months,  but  said  a year  ago  that  they  were  devastated. 

"The  state  should  never  abuse  a child,"  Viola  Score  said. 

Danet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http : //www . owlstar . com 
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Lots  of  Charges,  Allegations 
December  1,  2000 

Natives  angry  over  Indian  Affairs  releasing  tally  of  criminal  allegations 

OTTAWA  (CP)  --  Native  leaders  were  angered  Friday  when  Indian  Affairs 
released  tallies  of  criminal  allegations  on  reserves  without  saying  how 
many  led  to  charges.  Records  were  made  public  showing  that  51  allegations 
of  criminal  wrongdoing  were  passed  on  by  the  federal  department  to  the 
RCMP  in  1999-2000,  compared  to  48  cases  the  fiscal  year  before. 

The  RCMP  investigated  26  claims  of  fraud,  theft,  corruption  or  similar 
offence  in  1997-98. 

Statistics  are  released  in  keeping  with  calls  from  the  auditor  general 
and  vocal  Aboriginal  groups  for  tighter  spending  controls,  said  Indian 
Affairs  spokesman  Steven  Outhouse.  Trouble  is,  the  RCMP  can't  say  how 
many  allegations  were  dropped  or  justified  because  specific  figures 
aren't  kept  for  reserves,  said  Sgt.  Paul  Marsh. 

"We  don't  have  the  mechanism  in  place  to  do  it  at  the  present  time." 
Outhouse,  asked  if  other  departments  publish  allegations  of  wrongdoing 
before  charges  are  laid,  said:  "I  can't  name  one,  to  be  honest."  "This  is 
something  that  the  auditor  general  highlighted  (asked)  of  us  and  we've 
responded  to  that. 

"We're  committed  to  transparency  so  we  release  those  numbers."  Indian 
Affairs  disburses  about  $4.6  billion  to  reserves  each  year  and  demands 
that  certified  auditors  account  for  it. 

Aboriginal  leaders  have  acknowledged  isolated  mismanagement,  but 
Friday's  statistics  unfairly  tarnish  all  reserves,  said  Dean  LaRose, 
spokesman  for  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations. 

"Allegations  are  just  allegations. 

"Until  such  time  ...  as  charges  are  laid  and  convictions  registered  it 
means  nothing. 

"I  have  to  question  why  the  government  puts  that  out  there.  It  probably 
fits  one  of  their  purposes,  to  maintain  the  stereotype  that  we  can't 
manage  our  own  affairs  ...  so  they  can  keep  that  bureaucracy  going." 

The  numbers  are  pulled  "out  of  nowhere,"  LaRose  added. 

Several  allegations  in  any  given  province  could  stem  from  one  or  two 
communities  or  originate  from  one  person,  he  said. 

The  incomplete  information  plays  into  the  hands  of  those  who  would  paint 
all  Aboriginal  governments  as  corrupt,  LaRose  said. 

"It  can  be  interpreted  any  way  you  want,  and  I think  that's  unfair." 

It's  an  incomplete  picture  the  department  is  trying  to  fill  in,  said 
Outhouse.  "We're  having  ongoing  discussions  with  the  RCMP. 

"There's  this  loop  that  needs  to  be  closed  and  we  currently  don't  have 


that  information." 

The  department  hopes  to  have  a better  statistical  tracking  system  in 
place  "in  the  coming  months/'  Outhouse  said. 

So  far  this  fiscal  year,  Indian  Affairs  has  referred  to  police  20 
allegations  from  among  Canada's  609  First  Nations  since  April  1. 

Alberta  led  the  way  in  1999-2000  with  15  cases,  11  originated  in 
Manitoba,  eight  in  Quebec,  six  in  the  Atlantic  region,  four  in  British 
Columbia,  three  in  Saskatchewan,  two  in  the  Northwest  Territories  and  two 
in  Ontario. 

c.  Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal . Com 

Please  send  comments  to  editor@canadianaboriginal.com 

"RE : Eddie  Hatcher"  

Date:  Tue,  5 Dec  2000  20:21:46  -0600 
From:  mis  <tusweca@TWLAKES.NET> 

Sub  j : Eddie  Hatcher 

Mailing  List:  First  Nations  <First_Nations@home.ease.lsoft.com> 

To  all  CEDP  members  & friends  of  Eddie  Hatcher: 

There  will  be  a joint  meeting  of  CEDP  and  the  Eddie  Hatcher 
Defense  Committee  this  Thursday,  December  7,  at  7:00  pm  in  the  basement  of 
the  UNC  Campus  Y.  Eddie's  mother,  Thelma  Clark,  will  be  there,  along  with 
Susan  Westmoreland  and  possibly  some  other  Greensboro  folks  and  students 
from  NCSU. 

This  meeting  will  be  a planning  session  to  get  ready  for  Eddie's 
upcoming  capital  murder  trial,  scheduled  to  begin  January  8,  2001.  Please 
attend,  and  remember  to  call  Court  TV  (212-973-2800)  and  ask  that  they  air 
the  trial. 

Be  sure  to  check  the  website  (www.eddiehatcher.org),  which  has 
been  updated  in  the  past  several  days.  Eddie's  statements  and  statements 
of  potential  witnesses  have  been  organized,  along  with  an  archive  of 
articles  from  the  Fayetteville  Observer.  You  can  read  these 
statements  and  articles  at  www.eddiehatcher.org/page5.html 
Time  is  running  short,  and  we  need  to  throw  our  full  support 
behind  Eddie  right  now. 

Thanks, 

John  Johnson 
919-914-7106 

A message  from  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee 
http://www.eddiehatcher.org 

Dear  friends, 

Eddie  Hatcher's  capital  murder  trial  is  scheduled  for  lanuary  8, 

2001.  Eddie's  mother  has  learned  that  Court  TV  is  interested  in  airing 
the  trial,  which  would  help  greatly  in  assuring  that  he  receives  a 
fair  trial.  We  need  everyone  to  call  and/or  write  to  Court  TV  and  request 
that  they  cover  the  trial.  It  only  takes  a second,  and  the  call  is 
toll-free. 

MAILING  ADDRESS: 

Court  TV 
600  Third  Ave. 

New  York,  NY  10016 
TELEPHONE: 

212-973-2800 
RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS: 

Other  developments  have  come  up  in  the  case,  and  are  listed 
below.  The  website  (www. eddiehatcher .org)  will  be  updated  today  or 
tomorrow,  with  more  details  about  the  matters  listed  below. 

-Eddie  has  filed  a motion  to  appoint  counsel,  which  was 

approved  by  Judge  Jerry  Cash  Martin.  This  means  that  attorneys  Sue  Berry 

and  Woodberry  Bowen  will  represent  him  at  trial  in  lanuary. 

-The  defense  committee  has  retained  Carnell  Locklear  as  a public 


relations  spokesperson.  Mr.  Locklear  has  been  involved  in  the  Indian 
movement  for  30  years,  is  well  known  in  Robeson  County,  and  has  spoken  on 
Eddie's  behalf  in  several  states.  He  can  be  reached  at  PO  Box  545, 

Pembroke,  NC  28372.  Telephone:  910-521-0495 

-Defense  committee  meeting  planned  for  7:00  p.m.,  December  7, 

2000,  in  the  basement  of  the  Campus  Y at  UNC-Chapel  Hill.  This  will  be  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee  and  the  UNC  Campaign 
to  End  the  Death  Penalty.  For  questions,  please  contact  Dohn 
Johnson : 919-914-7106. 

Any  other  questions  can  be  directed  to  Eddie's  mother,  Thelma 

Clark,  at  910-582-2764.  To  be  added  to  the  Eddie  Hatcher  listserv,  go  to 

www. egroups . com/group/eddiehatcher 

Thanks, 

John  Johnson 
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Supporters  march  for  Peltier 
DECEMBER  11,  2000 

250  march  to  urge  Clinton  to  grant  Leonard  Peltier  clemency 

A march  was  held  Sunday  in  Minneapolis  urging  President  Clinton  to  grant 
clemency  to  imprisoned  American  Indian  activist  Leonard  Peltier. 

At  its  peak,  250  people  joined  what  was  billed  as  the  Freedom  Walk  for 
Clemency,  said  organizer  and  activist  Stephanie  Autumn. 

"We  are  trying  to  send  a message  to  Bill  Clinton  to  do  the  right  thing," 
she  said.  "It  took  a lot  of  heart  and  strength  for  people  to  come  out  in 
the  cold  and  show  support  for  the  American  Indian  movement  and  Leonard's 
grant  for  executive  clemency." 

Last  month,  the  White  House  announced  that  Clinton  would  review  all 
pending  requests  for  clemency,  including  Peltier's.  In  1977,  he  was 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  two  consecutive  life  terms  for  the  murder  of 
two  FBI  agents  in  South  Dakota.  Peltier's  supporters  maintain  that 
evidence  against  him  was  falsified. 

Despite  frigid  weather,  many  of  the  marchers  went  the  full  length  of  the 
2.6-mile  route  from  the  Minneapolis  Peacemaker  Center  near  23rd  St.  and 
Cedar  Av.  to  the  Basilica  of  St.  Mary  near  Loring  Park.  At  the  basilica, 
marchers  joined  in  an  interfaith  prayer  service  to  commemorate  U.N. 
International  Human  Rights  Day. 

The  march  concluded  a four-day  vigil  held  at  the  Peacemaker  Center. 

--  Glenn  Howatt 

c.  Copyright  2000  Star  Tribune.  All  rights  reserved. 

Supporters  of  Leonard  Peltier  held  marches  all  around  the  country, 
urging  President  Bill  Clinton  to  grant  clemency  to  the  imprisoned  activist. 

Marches  were  held  in  New  York  City,  New  York,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
and  San  Francisco,  California.  Clinton  said  he  will  decide  on  Peltier's 
clemency  application  before  he  leaves  office. 

Janet  Smith 

Owlstar  Trading  Post 

http : //www . owlstar . com 
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Clinton  Urged  Not  To  Free  Peltier 

By  PETE  YOST 

.c  The  Associated  Press 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - In  a pointed  plea,  FBI  Director  Louis  Freeh  is  urging 
President  Clinton  not  to  commute  the  life  prison  term  of  an  American 
Indian  activist  serving  a life  term  for  killing  two  FBI  agents. 

Freeing  Leonard  Peltier  would  "signal  disrespect"  for  law  enforcement 
and  the  public,  he  wrote  Clinton. 

"Mr.  President,  there  is  no  issue  more  deeply  felt  within  the  FBI  or 
more  widely  shared  within  the  law  enforcement  community  than  the  belief 
that  this  attack  by  Peltier  was  nothing  less  than  a complete  affront  to 
our  cherished  system  of  government  under  the  rule  of  law,"  Freeh  wrote  on 
Tuesday. 

The  White  House  said  late  last  month  that  Clinton  will  review  pending 
requests  for  executive  clemency,  including  Peltier's,  before  he  leaves 
office  in  Danuary. 

Asked  Nov.  7 about  Peltier  by  New  York  City  radio  station  WBAI-FM, 
Clinton  said  he  would  review  all  clemency  applications  "and  see  what  the 
merits  dictate  ...  based  on  the  evidence. 

"I  know  it's  very  important  to  a lot  of  people,  maybe  on  both  sides  of 
the  issue,"  Clinton  said.  "And  I think  I owe  it  to  them  to  give  it  an 
honest  look-see." 

Freeh  wrote  the  president  that  the  families  of  slain  agents  Ron  A. 
Williams  and  lack  Coler  "respectfully  plead  to  you  that  the  vicious 
murderer  of  a son  and  a father  not  be  heroically  elevated  above  the  cold 
and  hardened  criminal  he  chose  to  be." 

Freeh  said  that  to  the  public  and  law  enforcement  community,  the 
killings  are  "the  most  vile  disrespect  for  all  that  we  cherish."  He  added, 
"Moderation  can  only  signal  disrespect." 

"The  inevitable  haziness  brought  on  by  the  passage  of  time  does  not 
diminish  the  brutality  of  the  crimes  or  the  torment  to  the  surviving 
families,"  Freeh  said  of  the  25-year-old  killings. 

In  a show  of  support  for  Freeh,  the  chairman  of  the  House  ludiciary 
Committee,  Rep.  Henry  Hyde,  R-Ill.,  released  the  letter  to  Clinton  along 
with  others  by  Freeh  on  the  same  subject  to  Attorney  General  Danet  Reno 
and  Hyde. 

On  Dune  26,  1975,  Williams  and  Coler  pursued  a robbery  suspect  into  the 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  A shootout  erupted  with 
activists  from  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

Two  suspects  were  acquitted  and  a third  freed  for  lack  of  evidence. 

Peltier,  after  fleeing  to  Canada  and  being  extradited  to  the  United 
States,  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  consecutive  life  terms  in  1977, 
despite  defense  claims  that  evidence  against  him  had  been  falsified. 

Peltier,  56,  is  serving  the  terms  at  the  U.S.  Penitentiary  in 
Leavenworth,  Kan.  He  has  suffered  from  health  problems  in  recent  years. 

In  Dune,  a parole  examiner  recommended  that  Peltier's  sentences  be 
continued  until  his  next  full  parole  hearing  in  2008. 

Copyright  2000  The  Associated  Press. 


Why  is  Leonard  Peltier  still  in  prison 
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Thursday  December  7 5:08  PM  ET 
Reno  Unhappy  With  Peltier  Case 


By  MICHAEL  J.  SNIFFEN,  Associated  Press  Writer 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  (news  - web  sites) 
expressed  misgivings  Thursday  over  the  public  release  of  FBI  (news  - web 
sites)  Director  Louis  Freeh's  recommendation  against  presidential 
clemency  for  an  American  Indian  activist  imprisoned  for  killing  two  FBI 
agents . 

Asked  at  her  weekly  news  conference  whether  it  is  appropriate  for  Freeh 
to  be  make  public  comments  on  Leonard  Peltier's  case,  Reno  replied:  "I 
think  these  matters  should  be  confined  to  a discussion  with  the 
president . " 

FBI  spokesman  John  Collingwood  had  no  comment  on  Reno's  remarks. 

Freeh  wrote  President  Clinton  (news  - web  sites)  on  Tuesday  that 
commuting  the  life  sentences  of  Peltier  would  "signal  disrespect"  for  law 
enforcement  and  the  public. 

Freeh  sent  his  Clinton  letter,  and  another  he  wrote  to  Reno,  to  House 
Judiciary  Committee  chairman  Henry  Hyde,  R-Ill.,  who  shares  Freeh's  view 
and  promptly  posted  all  Freeh's  letters  on  the  committee's  website 
Wednesday.  He  also  released  them  to  reporters. 

Reno  said  the  Justice  Department  (news  - web  sites)  has  forwarded  a 
recommendation  to  Clinton  on  Peltier's  request  for  clemency,  but  she 
declined  to  disclose  it.  A senior  Justice  official  said  that 
recommendation  went  to  Clinton  a while  ago. 

Other  Justice  officials,  requesting  anonymity,  said  the  department  had 
consistently  opposed  clemency  for  Peltier  over  the  years.  The  department 
even  authorized  its  prosecutor  to  write  news  organizations  to  keep  the 
government's  case  in  the  public  eye  to  counter  a campaign  mounted  on 
Peltier's  behalf. 

The  White  House  said  late  last  month  that  Clinton  will  review  pending 
requests  for  executive  clemency,  including  Peltier's,  before  he  leaves 
office  in  January. 

Asked  Nov.  7 about  Peltier  by  New  York  City  radio  station  WBAI-FM, 
Clinton  said  he  would  review  all  clemency  applications  "and  see  what  the 
merits  dictate  ...  based  on  the  evidence. 

"I  know  it's  very  important  to  a lot  of  people,  maybe  on  both  sides  of 

the  issue,"  Clinton  said.  "And  I think  I owe  it  to  them  to  give  it  an 

honest  look-see." 

Freeh  wrote  the  president  that  the  families  of  slain  agents  Ron  A. 
Williams  and  Jack  Coler  "respectfully  plead  to  you  that  the  vicious 
murderer  of  a son  and  a father  not  be  heroically  elevated  above  the  cold 
and  hardened  criminal  he  chose  to  be." 

Freeh  said  that  to  the  public  and  law  enforcement  community,  the 
killings  are  "the  most  vile  disrespect  for  all  that  we  cherish." 

He  added,  "Mr.  President,  there  is  no  issue  more  deeply  felt  within  the 
FBI." 

On  June  26,  1975,  Williams  and  Coler  pursued  a robbery  suspect  into  the 

Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  A shootout  erupted  with 

activists  from  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

Two  suspects  were  acquitted  and  a third  was  freed  for  lack  of  evidence. 

Peltier,  after  fleeing  to  Canada  and  being  extradited  to  the  United 
States,  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  two  consecutive  life  terms  in  1977, 
despite  defense  claims  that  evidence  against  him  had  been  falsified. 

Peltier,  56,  is  serving  the  terms  at  the  U.S.  Penitentiary  in 
Leavenworth,  Kan.  He  has  suffered  from  health  problems  in  recent  years. 

In  June,  a parole  examiner  recommended  that  Peltier's  sentences  be 
continued  until  his  next  full  parole  hearing  in  2008. 

<+> 

More  info  and  trial  transcripts 
http://ishgooda.nativeweb.org/peltier/ 

To  subscribe  to  this  group,send  an  email  to:  ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups . com 
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Leonard  Peltier  must  not  begin  another  calender  year  in  America's  prison. 
Without  engaging  in  a point-by-point  debate  with  Mr.  Freeh  on  the 
specifics  of  the  case,  I wish  to  suggest  why  it  is  right  that  Peltier  be 
freed,  and  why  the  continuing  campaign  against  his  being  freed  by  elements 
of  the  United  States  government  is  wrong.  And  it  is  Mr.  Freeh's  own 
heartfelt  plea  "for  all  that  we  cherish  under  our  law"  that  will,  and 
ought  to,  decide  the  issue. 

The  laws  of  America  explicitly  guarantee  every  defendant  the  categorical 
right  to  a trial  during  which  his  or  her  fate  will  be  decided  on  the 
merits  of  the  evidence  arrayed  against  them,  without  prejudice,  without 
doubt,  and  without  passion;  and  it  is  the  third  of  these  which  puts  Mr. 
Freeh,  Mr.  Hyde,  and  the  FBI  in  the  wrong. 

Perhaps  the  most  critical  timber  in  the  framework  of  American  criminal 
law  is  that  it  must  be  dispassionate.  All  are  accorded  the  same  avenues 
to  justice  and  the  same  protections  against  abuse,  Mr.  Freeh,  without 
regard  to  race,  religion,  political  beliefs,  activist  inclinations,  and 
most  especially  the  crimes  for  which  they  are  charged  or  convicted.  It  is 
the  task  of  any  law  enforcement  agency  to  make  the  arrests  they  are 
directed  to  make  and  to  gather  and  present  the  supporting  evidence  and 
nothing  else.  It  is  manifestly  inappropriate  for  such  agencies  to 
thereafter  attempt  to  unduly  influence  those  who  are  properly  empowered  to 
render  any  subsequent  decision  or  verdict.  Mr.  Peltier's  advocates  and 
supporters,  almost  without  exception,  would  steadfastly  defend  your  right 
to  speak  your  mind  on  this  issue.  Those  I have  spoken  with  insist  that 
you  have  the  very  same  freedom  to  do  so  as  any  and  all  of  the  rest  of  us. 
But  I do  not  think  so.  It  is  because  of  your  position  as  director  of  the 
official  United  States  law  enforcement  agency,  Mr.  Freeh,  that  I do  not 
accept  this.  You  are  different,  Mr.  Freeh,  like  it  now  or  not,  you  are 
different.  Your  very  position,  as  head  of  the  very  agency  whose  supposed 
purpose  is  nothing  less  than  the  safeguarding  of  the  credibility  and 
principle  of  American  law,  must  serve  to  temper  your  private,  personal, 
emotional  opinion.  It  is  ~because~  you  admittedly  venture  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  FBI  that  you  now  unintentionally  undermine  the  purpose  you 
so  eloquently  espouse.  There  is  no  discernible  difference  between  the 
present  campaign  to  influence  your  President's  decision  and  engaging  in  a 
similar  campaign  before  the  juror's  box  prior  to  their  deliberation,  Mr. 
Freeh.  The  affront,  sir,  to  the  principle  of  law,  the  essence  of 
American  fairness,  which  you  fear  ~will  occur-  has  in  fact  -occured 
already-  as  a result  of  this  campaign  to  pressure  the  President  of  the 
United  States  into  denying  this  -one  man-  the  opportunity  for  pardon  which 
is  the  perogative  of  your  President  to  bestow.  It  ought  not  matter, 
indeed,  it  absolutely  should  not  matter,  -whom-  Mr.  Peltier  is  supposed  to 
have  killed.  The  worth  of  one  life  must  not  be  elevated  above  that  of  any 
other,  and  no  person's  death  assigned  greater  magnitude  than  another's. 

We  cannot  have  it  both  ways,  Mr.  Freeh,  only  when  it  suits  us. 

It  is  true,  as  you  put  so  well,  that  no  passage  of  time  can  diminish  the 
pain  and  ache  of  the  slain  agents'  families,  and  that,  no  matter  the 
effort,  none  can  grasp  their  loss  and  heartbreak.  None  of  us  can  truly 
ever  understand  or  experience  this  depth  of  loss  in  similar  or  equal 
measure  as  another.  It  is  our  individual  personal  pain  within  which 
defies  outward  expression,  such  is  the  scope  of  its  magnitude.  Yet,  no 
matter  the  "right"  or  "wrong,"  or  having  been  on  "this  side"  or  "that 
side,"  on  that  day  these  many  years  ago,  the  family  of  Doe  Stuntz  also  was 
visited  by  a like  devastation,  and  their  pain  and  loss  also  lingers  within 
them  even  now.  There  is  loss  and  pain  for  Peltier,  for  his  children,  his 
grandchildren.  Pain  all  around,  Mr.  Freeh,  and  loss  enough  for  us  all. 

Are  we  to  weigh  the  compounded  merits  of  one  person's  grief  against 
another's,  sir?  I do  not  know  you,  but  I wholeheartedly  believe  that  it 
is  not  what  you  would  wish.  There  is  something  that  might  be  gained  from 
Mr.  Peltier's  clemency,  though  perhaps  not  concretely  definable  to 


everyone's  satisfaction.  I believe  history  will  not  kindly  record  our 
neglect  of  the  opportunity.  I believe  Mr.  Clinton  also  understands  that  a 
categorical  question  stands  mute  before  America,  a profound  opportunity 
disguised  perhaps  as  the  fate  of  a single  man.  But  the  issue,  Mr.  Freeh, 
is  loftier  still  than  either  of  us  can  imagine  and  more  urgent  than  we  can 
portray.  Pain  all  around,  all  these  years,  and  loss  enough  for  everyone. 

We  shall  release  our  grip  on  the  one,  so  as  to  better  reach  for  the  other  . 
...  or  not . 


To  subscribe  to  this  group,send  an  email  to:  ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups . com 
Archived  on  line  at:  http://www.eScribe.com 
FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  11  December  2000  20:55:07  -0510 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolFlill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66051 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Date:  Fri,  8 Dec  2000  18:46:38  +0200 

From:  Brigitte  Thimiakis  <thimiakischool@THE . FORTHNET.GR> 

Sub j : First  Nations  prisoner  penpals 

Mailing  List:  First  Nations  <First_Nations@home.ease.lsoft.com> 

[Wrote  a post  yesterday  which  disappeared  in  cyberspace,  unless  it  was 
erased  by  mistake,  so  here's  another  one,  more  or  less  similar-  my 
apologies  if  the  vanished  one  reappears] 

>Anyone  contemplating  embarking  on  a friendship  with  a prisoner ....  imho, 
>Brigitte's  advice  is  excellent  and  spot-on. 

Thank  you.  Snow  Deer.  There  are  many  things  I still  have  to  learn,  but 
this  was  info  which  I learnt  here  and  there,  by  visiting  related  sites, 
and  thanks  to  the  precious  help  of  friends  like  you.  I need  to  thank  the 
members  of  this  list  too,  for  they  have  taught  me  a lot  about  First  Nations 
ways,  which  has  helped  me  in  approaching  my  penpals  and  overcoming  any 
obstacle  in  the  appropriate  way.  I could  not  have  done  so  well  with  them 
without  this  help.  So  I have  to  thank  you  ALL  for  what  I have  learned,  and 
I am  glad  I have  a chance  to  help  other  people  in  turn. 

>So  many  prisoners  have  little  family  contact,  if  you  make  a strong 
connection  with  them,  then  you  will  become  to  them  the  same  as  family 
>and  this  requires  commitment. 

This  is  so  true.  At  first  I thought  prisoners  would  put  themselves  on 
penpal  lists  just  to  have  a way  to  spend  their  time  and  be  in  touch  with 
the  outside,  but  I've  found  out  that  it  means  much  more  to  them  than  this. 
After  a couple  of  letters  all  penpals  have  asked  me  for  friendship.  After 


a few  months,  most  of  them  say  that  I am  family.  They  say  letters  are  like 
a 'breath  of  fresh  air',  a 'bright  light  in  the  dark',  their  'hope  and 
light' 

I have  a much  younger  penpal  (22)  who  says  he  feels  that  beside  a good 
friend  he  often  thinks  of  me  like  his  second  mother  :-)  and  he  says  he  is 
the  first  person  he  has  opened  up  so  much  with,  since  he  was  sent  to  prison 

(at  the  age  of  17).  I didn't  mean  to  be  his  penpal,  I just  sent  him  a 

Christmas  card  last  year  because  he  was  the  youngest  on  the  list,  but  he 
wrote  back  and  asked  for  a correspondence.  Now  we  both  admit  that  in  the 
first  letter  we  didn't  know  what  to  write  :-)  but  ever  since,  the  average 
length  of  his  letters  has  been...  15  pages,  and  very  interesting  pages  too. 

And  he  is  really  well-mannered...  more  than  many  of  my  students  ! 

>As  with  being  used  and  abused,  it  hurts  prisoners  badly  when  they  think 
>they  have  a friend  and  that  friend  then  "disappears".  Be  aware  that  you 
>could  end  up  maintaining  this  friendship  with  them  for  years  and  years. 

>Can  you  cope  with  their  expectations  of  you? 

Last  summer  when  we  went  to  France  to  stay  at  my  parents',  I gave  them  my 
address  there  so  we  could  keep  in  touch.  It  seemed  natural  to  me  but  for 
some  reason  it  meant  a lot  to  them,  especially  the  ones  in  isolations. 

It  made  them  feel  that  they  were  truly  thought  of  as  friends,  and  not 
inmates . 

>Everyone  has  problems,  large  or  small,  in  their  lives.  If  you  make  a 
>friend  behind  bars  and  your  own  life  hits  the  skids  - tell  him/her. 

A few  weeks  ago  I found  out  my  father  is  very  ill  and  I told  my  penpals, 
because  I thought  my  letters  were  probably  not  as  cheerful  as  before,  and 
they  have  been  wonderful.  Their  support  and  kindness  is  incredible. 

>1  would  also  like  to  say  that  the  people  you  meet  will  not  be  angels. 

>If  you  know  of  a place  where  there  are  angels  please  let  me  know  :-) 

A penpal  may  only  show  you  the  side  of  him  he  wants  you  too  see,  but  if 
you  ever  only  see  the  good  side  I think  it  is  ok.  And,  we  have  to  remember 
that  free-worders  may  do  just  the  same  thing  (and  they  know  it). 

One  thing  I have  noticed:  they  avoid  complaining  too  much  about  the  prison 
and  guards.  First  they  are  very  proud  people,  second  they  are  probably 
afraid  of  scaring  the  penpal  off  with  the  horror  stories.  Very  few  will  tell 
you  unless  you  ask  them. 

>Aside  and  separate  from  the  users  and  abusers,  you  will  also  find  people 
>who  have  been  badly  affected  by  their  life  experiences  and  they  may  be  a 
>little  "off  the  wall"  at  times. 

One  of  my  penpal  is  like  that.  It  was  really  hard  and  challenging  to 
communicate  at  first,  sometimes  I was  at  a loss  but  I never  thought  of 
giving  up  on  him.  Now  after  a year  we  connect  really  well  and  his  letters 
are  so  much  nicer  than  the  first  ones. 

>Also,  you  may  make  friends  with  someone  only  to  find  out  at  a later  date 
>some  aspect  of  their  crime  that  does  not  sit  well  with  you.  Please 
>examine  yourself  ^before*  you  begin  about  what  you  think  your  response 
>will  be  should  you  find  out  something  you  don't  like  down  the 

>line do  you  just  abandon  that  person  because  they  were  too  scared  to 

>tell  you  and  lose  your  friendship,  or  do  you  work  through  it  with  them? 

Something  like  this  happened  to  me.  Snow  Deer,  when  I recently  found  out  a 
penpal  of  mine  had  a swastika  tatoo.  I freaked  out  when  I saw  it  on  the  DOC 
FL  webpage  he  had  indicated  me  in  the  past, to  check  on  his  records.  I wanted 
to  check  his  birthdate  to  send  him  a card,  but  I noticed  that.  I can't  stand 
nazis  or  the  sight  of  that  symbol.  My  grandfather  and  an  uncle  were  killed 
by  the  nazis  during  ww2  and  there  is  no  way  I could  write  to  a neo  nazi  or 
anything  close.  On  the  other  hand  he  has  always  been  very  kind  and 
respectful...  I waited  a couple  of  days  to  cool  off  before  I asked  him  why 
he  had  that  tatoo.  To  keep  a long  story  short  he  said  it  was  a teenagers 
mistake,  said  it  was  a FN  sign  before  the  Nazi  used  it  (?),  apologised  so 
much  I was  embarassed,  and  he  sounded  really  unhappy  and  anxious.  Well  we 
talked  about  all  this,  how  I felt,  and  I'm  still  writing  to  him.  I have  to 


ask,  can  a First  Nation  person  be  a neo-nazi?  Seems  a bit  odd!  Anyway  I sort 
of  believe  him,  since  I can't  prove  he's  "guilty",  then  he's  "innocent"  to 
me. 

>This  is  not  a game.  We  are  talking  about  peoples  lives  and  sometimes 
>(especially  in  the  case  of  "Lifers"  and  those  on  death  row)  their 
>sanity . 

I don't  write  any  one  on  death  row,  I think  I'd  lose  MY  sanity.  I'm  not 
brave  enough  to  face  either  their  crime  (if  they  are  guilty!)  or  the 
dreadful  end  of  the  road.  But  people  who  have  penpals  on  the  death  row  say 
they  have  never  regretted  writing  them.  It  seems  after  some  time  on  the 
death  row,  prisoners  become  different  people...  better  people. 

To  conclude,  helping  First  Nations  people  behind  bars  is  the  right  thing 
to  do  --  and  not  only  FN  prisoners,  but  especially  FN  prisoners,  because  it 
is  also  a way  of  fighting  the  ongoing  GENOCIDE  of  the  First  Nations,  and 
how  the  justUS  systems  treats  First  Nations  offenders,  and  every  activist 
should  consider  writing  at  least  one.  My  humble  opinion. 

To  anyone  willing  to  give  it  a try,  please  remember  that  if  you  are 
afraid  you  won't  like  the  penpal  you  get  (because  they  are  into  games  and 
don't  care  about  support,  you  just  tell  them  and  stop  writing,  it  is  very 
simple).  Thank  you  for  listening  ! 
respectfully, 

Brigitte 


Message  Archive: 

chttp : //www .mail -archive. com/f irst_nations%40home . ease . lsoft . com/ index. html> 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640519,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 
Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Nov  2000  08:21:55  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis@epix. net> 

Sub j : re-send  - INDIAN  HELPER  10/14/ '87 


[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 


newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA. 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  14,  1887  NO.  10 


SERMON  IN  RHYME. 


If  you  have  a friend  worth  loving. 

Love  him,  yes,  and  let  him  know 
That  you  love  him,  ere  life's  evening 
Tinge  his  brow  with  sunset  glow. 

Why  should  good  words  ne'er  be  said 
Or  a friend  till  he  is  dead? 

If  you  hear  a prayer  that  moves  you 
By  its  humble  pleading  tone, 
loin  in.  Do  not  let  the  seeker 
Bow  before  his  God  alone. 

Why  should  not  your  brother  share 
The  strength  of  "two  or  three"  in  Prayer? 

If  you  see  the  hot  tears  falling 
From  a sorrowing  brother's  eyes. 

Share  them.  And  by  sharing. 

Own  your  kinship  to  the  skies. 

Why  should  one  be  glad 
When  a brother's  heart  is  sad? 

If  your  work  is  made  more  easy 
By  a friendly  helping  hand. 

Say  so.  Speak  out  brave  and  truly. 

Ere  the  darkness  veils  the  land. 

Should  a brother  workman  dear. 

Falter  for  a word  of  cheer? 

Scatter  thus  your  seeds  of  kindness 
All  enriching  as  you  go. 

Leave  them.  Trust  the  harvest  Giver. 

He  will  make  each  seed  to  grow; 

So  until  its  happy  end. 

Your  life  shall  never  lack  a friend. 

- [Selected . 


AN  APACHE. 


To  the  Students  of  Carlisle  Indian  School. 

I have  been  thinking  what  would  be  best  to  write  that  might  be  a help 
and  encouragement  to  your  in  your  studies  this  year.  I have  concluded 
to  relate  to  you  briefly  my  early  schooling  and  graduation  to  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science. 

Now,  imagine  a small  Apache  boy  in  the  wilds  of  Arizona,  just  as  happy 
as  a bird,  free  from  every  thought  of  danger. 

How  little  did  I think  one  night  would 
separate  me  from  my  mother,  father,  sisters,  and  brother  to  live  among 
strangers  and  be  no  more  free!  How  little  did  I realize  that  this 
horrid  prison  life  was  but  the  stepping  stone  to  a better  and  nobler 
aim!  A brighter  morning  dawned  at  last!  So  with  you  all. 

In  the  year  1871  I was  taken  from  the  most  warlike  tribe  in  America 
and  placed  in  the  midst  of  civilization  in  Chicago.  My  greatest  wish 
was  to  understand  the  paper  talking,  as  it  was  interpreted  to  me.  I 


often  saw  boys  and  girls  go  to  and  from  the  school  house.  I had  no  idea 
that  they  all  had  to  be  taught,  but  I had  a suspicious  idea  of  the 
house.  One  morning,  in  April,  the  boy  with  whom  I had  associated, 
persuaded  me  to  come  into  the  school  yard  to  play  marbles  by  saying  that 
"I  could  win  piles  of  marbles  if  I did!"  So  I consented. 

The  bell  rang  for  school  to  begin.  I went  in  and  took  a seat.  The 
teacher  came  forward  and  asked  me  if  I wanted  to  attend  school.  I could 
not  speak  English;  all  I could  say  was  "yes." 

Of  course,  I naturally  said  yes  to  every  question.  I was  taken  up  to 
the  principal.  Here  I was  questioned  and  given  a small  note.  This  note 
specified  what  books  I was  to  get.  I left  the  school  feeling  as  big  as 
ever,  and  took  the  note  to  my  guardian.  He  gave  me  a few  pieces  of 
money  to  purchase  what  was  necessary.  This  was  the  beginning  of  my 
education . 

At  this  time  I did  not  know  my  A,B,C's.  I could  not  count  nor 
understand  letters.  It  was  but  a few  months  before  I could  repeat  the 
Lord's  prayer,  sing  "Precious  Jewels"  with  the  scholars,  say  my  A,ES,C's 
and  count  one  hundred,  besides  write  and  describe  different  objects. 

I learned  as  fast  as  any  of  the  whites,  for  the  reason  that  the 
teacher  delighted  to  instruct  me. 

I left  this  school  and  went  to  another  one.  Here  was  the  best  teacher 
I ever  had  in  a public  school.  This  lady  seemed  to  comprehend  the  nature 
of  my  circumstances  and  aid- 


Continued  on  Fourth  Page. 
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The  Indian  Helper. 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY,  AT  THE  INDIAN 
INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA.  BY  THE 
INDIAN  PRINTER  BOYS. 


Price:  - 10  cents  a year. 

(Five  cents  extra  for  every  change  of  address 
after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-Man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


The  INDIAN  HELPER  is  paid  for  in  advance,  so  do  not  hesitate  to  take 
the  paper  from  the  Post  Office,  for  fear  a bill  will  be  presented. 


DRESS  SHOWS  CHARACTER. 


If  we  see  an  Indian  with  a string  of  scalps  at  his  girdle  we  infer  a 
savage.  So  if  in  the  light  of  all  that  has  been  said  by  the  press  of 
this  country  on  the  sin  and  wrong  of  destroying  God's  beautiful  birds  we 
find  a woman  in  church  with  a bonnet  bearing  the  bodies  or  plumage  of 
dead  birds,  we  know  that  intelligent  Christian  women  will  regard  it  as 
evidence  of  gross  ignorance  or  want  of  heart,  for  the  clergyman  to  carry 
a shot  gun  into  his  pulpit.  -[Our  Dumb  Animals. 


"Poverty  is  uncomfortable  as  I can  testify  but,  nine  times  out  of  ten, 
the  best  thing  that  can  happen  to  a young  man,  is  to  be  tossed  overboard 
and  compelled  to  sink  or  swim."  -President  Garfield. 


We  are  grieved  to  announce  the  death  of  Bruce  Hayman,  of  consumption, 
at  the  residence  of  a Friend  in  Columbia  County  where  he  had  gone  to  pay 
a visit.  Bruce  was  a faithful,  excellent  conscientious  young  man,  and 


his  death  is  sincerely  mourned  by  both  pupils  and  teachers.  Miss  Bender 
and  Wm.  Morgan  went  to  Columbia  county,  to  attend  the  funeral. 


Peter  Douville  writes  from  Rosebud  Agency  to  a friend  in  Carlisle, 
that  he  was  left  in  full  charge  of  the  store  while  Mr.  Iordan  went  away 
on  business  for  a few  days.  Doe  Schwagman  was  his  assistant.  That  was 
quite  a responsible  position  and  we  are  only  too  glad  that  Peter  showed 
himself  capable  of  filling  it.  He  speaks  kindly  of  his  Carlisle 
experience  and  seems  to  appreciate  what  was  done  here  for  his  benefit. 

Mr.  Herbert  Dohnston,  of  the  Phila  TIMES,  spent  a day  with  us. 


Miss  Pharo,  of  Thoughkennmon , visited  the  school  for  a day  or  two. 


Miss  Wilkins,  of  Mr.  Bryan's  Indian  School  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico, 
called  on  her  way  west. 


Lost  in  the  chapel,  a black  lace  scarf.  The  finder  will  please 
restore  it  to  and  oblige  the  owner,  Mrs.  Herbert  Dohnston,  now  visiting 
at  the  Campbells. 


The  Indians  are  rushing  their  corn  to  market  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Decatur  gets  the  lion's  share.  -[From  the  EAGLET,  published  in  Decatur, 
near  the  Omaha  reservation  in  Nebraska. 


We  are  the  happy  recipients  of  a dozen  or  more  bright  chromos  sent  by 
a friend  in  the  country  to  brighten  the  little  boys'  rooms  when  they  get 
into  their  new  quarters.  Many  thanks! 


Wm.  Paisano  attended  the  great  meeting  of  representative  officers  and 
men  from  other  nations  and  our  own,  held  in  Chicago  recently.  He  went 
as  1st  Sergeant  of  a company  of  Laguna  Pueblos. 


Miss  Dora  Hyde,  sister  of  Miss  Hyde  who  used  to  be  our  Girls'  mother 
was  married  on  the  11th  inst.,  to  Mr.  W.B.  Mossman  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  We 
all  remember  Miss  Dora  and  wish  for  her  a great  deal  of  happiness  in  her 
new  life. 


Communications  from  our  pupils  are  beginning  to  come  in  about  the 
teaching  of  Indian  languages  in  Indian  schools.  We  hope  to  receive  more 
after  the  debate  and  will  defer  giving  the  prize  for  a week  or  two. 

Will  the  girls  please  write  something?  It  would  be  a good  idea  for  them 
to  debate  the  question  in  their  society. 


Want  of  care  in  not  providing  against  the  wind  allowed  about  half  the 
tin  placed  upon  the  new  gymnasium  roof  to  blow  off,  Wednesday  night.  It 
was  thoughtful  in  Sergeant  Wm.  Brown  to  wake  up  the  tinner  boys  and  send 
them  out  to  save  the  roof.  It  was  brave  and  provident  in  Philip  White, 
Dames  P.  Yellow,  Brule,  Paul  Black  Bear  and  Howard  S.  Gull,  without 
waiting  to  be  told,  to  get  a ladder  at  two  o'clock  at  night  and  climb  up 
on  the  high  and  dangerous  roof  and  nail  down  and  save  that  part  of  the 
tin  which  had  not  blown  off. 
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Exhibition  tonight. 

The  roof  is  going  on  the  Little  Boys'  Quarters. 


Delay  of  a few  hours  in  mailing  the  HELPERS  this  week  was  unavoidable. 


Miss  Irvine  found  a grandma's  cap  on  her  plate  one  morning  this  week. 
Wonder  why! 


Turn  a military  corner,  boys,  when  you  march  around  in  front  on  going 
out  of  chapel. 


Two  Sioux  letters  were  received  this  week  by  the  girls'  mother,  and 
not  a soul  on  the  grounds  could  read  them. 


In  setting  up  the  word  vice-president  one  of  the  printers  made  the 
sentence  read  that  so-and-so  is  nice-president  of  the  Girls'  Literary 
Society.  Dust  so! 


A special  collection  in  our  home  Sabbath  School,  of  225  pupils,  $6.34 
was  raised  last  Sunday.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  our  boys  and  girls  give 
good  gifts  when  opportunity  offers. 


"The  Man-on-the-band-stand  better  attend  to  his  own  affairs,"  said  a 
person  on  whose  toes  she  felt  he  was  treading.  Dust  as  though  every 
thing  in  the  world  was  not  the  Man-on-the-band-stand ' s affairs! 


Nice  to  have  Miss  Campbell's  piano  in  the  teachers'  parlor.  As  the 
musicians  float  out  from  their  meals  the  temptation  to  drop  in  and  "play 
a bit"  if  often  yielded  to,  very  much  to  the  gratification  of  our  music 
lovers . 


That  cake  which  Mrs.  Campbell  gave  to  the  printers  was 
super-excellent.  It  had  icing  all  over  it,  and  a bouquet  right  in  the 
middle,  and.  Oh,  my!  How  good!  We  felt  "thank  you,"  with  every  bite. 


Dohnnie  informed  the  Man-on-the-band-stand ' s chief  clerk  that  a 
mistake  was  made  last  week  about  his  speaking  tonight.  He  is  not  going 
to  speak,  but  Richenda  and  Annie  and  Don  and  he  are  going  to  sing.  The 
old  man  is  glad  when  little  boys  try  to  correct  mistakes  and  he  will 
discharge  his  clerks  if  they  are  not  more  careful. 


Some  of  our  boys  the  other  morning  made  an  aged  mule  carry  a too  heavy 
load,  then  beat  the  poor  animal  for  fun.  It  was  not  so  funny,  though, 
for  the  ring  leader,  when  as  a punishment  he  was  required  to  carry  a 
heavy  load  for  an  hour  or  two,  but  the  mule  laughed,  and  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  thought  the  boy  was  treated  just  right. 

Busy  printing  THE  MORNING  STAR  this  week. 


Who  is  that  little  girl  who  never  quarrels? 


There  is  something  to  a girl  when  she  gets  up  with  the  birds  to 
practice  the  piano. 


It  is  reported  that  Lena  Blackbear  has  married  Arnold  Woolworth,  both 
returned  Arapahoe  pupils. 


Mrs.  Herbert  Dohnston  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  took  tea  at  the 
teachers'  club  last  evening,  guests  of  Miss  Irvine. 


Large  boys  and  all  had  an  excellent  "Speak  English"  report  last 
Saturday  night.  They  are  evidently  trying  their  best. 


The  girls  have  been  spending  some  of  their  spare  change  for  pretty 
pictures  to  brighten  up  their  rooms.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  lies 
that . 


The  girls  feel  very  independent  now  that  they  are  running  their  own 
Literary  Society  without  the  aid  of  teachers,  and  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  is  proud  of  them. 


How  nice  it  is  to  see  all  the  lights  go  out  at  once  in  the  Girls' 
Quarters  immediately  after  the  whistle  blows  for  "lights  out."  Even  so 
at  the  Boys'  Quarters,  when  the  bugle  blows. 


The  Indian  Union  Debating  Club  will  discuss  the  question  at  their  next 


meeting  whether  or  not  written  Indian  languages  should  be  taught  to 
Indian  boys  and  girls  in  school. 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage.) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajoe  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  6 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


At  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  is  published  monthly  an  eight-page 
quarto  of  standard  size,  called  THE  MORNING  STAR,  the  mechanical  part  of 
which  is  done  entirely  by  Indian  boys.  This  paper  is  valuable  as  a 
summary  of  information  on  Indian  matters,  and  contains  writings  by 
Indian  pupils  and  local  incidents  of  the  school.  Terms:  Fifty  cents  a 
year,  in  advance. 

Sample  copies  sent  free. 

Address,  MORNING  STAR,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

For  1,  2 and  3 subscribers  for  THE  STAR  we  give  the  same  premiums 
offered  in  Standing  Offer  for  the  HELPER. 
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Continued  from  First  Page. 


ed  me  all  she  could.  I made  good  advancement  in  my  first  reader  by 
taking  my  books  home  at  night,  so  that  I could  be  instructed  there  also. 

Most  of  the  reading  I committed  to  memory. 

On  account  of  ill  health  I left  this  city  and  went  into  the  country 
where  for  two  years  I walked  two  and  a half  miles  to  school,  and  worked 
to  earn  my  board.  This  was  when  I was  only  nine  years  of  age. 

In  the  spring  of  1857,  I went  to  Brooklyn  to  school.  I was  by  this 
time  sufficiently  advanced  to  study  grammar,  arithmetic  and  history.  At 
this  school  I always  stood  at  the  head  of  my  class.  I did  this  by 
staying  at  home  nights  to  study;  not  by  standing  at  corners  as  did  some 
of  white  children. 

In  the  fall  of  1877,  I returned  to  Urbana,  111.,  where  I was  assisted 
in  my  studies  with  the  view  of  preparing  me  for  the  State  University. 
Inside  of  one  year  I passed  an  examination  in  geometry,  algebra, 
philosophy,  book-keeping,  botany,  composition  and  physiology. 

I made  my  way  in  College  by  paying  and  by  working  for  my  board. 

In  summer  I worked  on  a farm.  This  I continued  for  four  years,  when  I 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  the  School  of 
Chemistry. 

During  these  years  I never  have  doubted  that  the  great  problem  of  the 
Indian  question  is  capable  of  solution  if  the  advantages  which  were  open 
to  me  could  be  extended  to  all  Indian  youth. 

So  with  you  all.  Take  care!  You  are  being  watched,  and  time  will 
prove  whether  you  are  worthy  of  being  protected  and  educated. 

CARLOS  MONTEZUMA. 

Medical  College, 


Chicago,  111.  Oct.  1887. 


PERSEVERANCE. 


Thirty  years  ago  a barefooted,  ragged  urchin  presented  himself  before 
the  principal  partner  of  a manufacturing  firm  in  Glasgow,  Scotland  and 
asked  for  work  as  errand  boy. 

"There's  a deal  o' rimin'  to  be  dune,"  said  Mr.  Bland  jestingly, 
affecting  a broad  Scotch  accent.  "Your  first  qualification  wud  be  a 
pair  o'shoon." 

The  boy,  with  a grave  nod,  disappeared.  He  lived  by  doing  odd  jobs  in 
the  market,  and  slept  under  one  of  the  stalls.  Two  months  passed  before 
he  had  saved  enough  money  to  buy  the  shoes.  Then  he  presented  himself 
before  the  gentleman  one  morning  and  held  out  a package. 

"I  hae  the  shoon  sir,"  he  said,  quietly. 

"Oh!"  Mr.  Blank  with  dificulty  recalled  the  circumstance.  "You  want  a 
place?  Not  in  those  rags,  my  ladj  you  would  disgrace  the  house." 

The  boy  hesitated  a moment,  and  then  went  out  without  a word.  Six 
mongth  passed  before  he  returned,  decently  clothed  in  coarse  but  new 
garments.  Mr.  Blank's  interest  was  aroused.  For  the  first  time  he 
looked  at  the  boy  attentively.  His  thin,  bloodless  face  showed  that  he 
had  stinted  himself  of  food  in  order  to  buy  these  clothes.  The 
manufacturer  now  questioned  the  little  fellow  closely  and  found,  to  his 
regret,  that  he  could  neither  read  or  write. 

"It  is  necessary  that  you  should  do  both  before  we  could  employ  you  in 
carrying  home  packages,"  he  said,  "We  have  no  place  for  you." 

The  lad's  face  grew  paler,  but  without  a word  of  complaint  he 
disappeared.  He  now  went  fifteen  miles  into  the  country,  and  found  work 
in  stables  near  a night  school.  At  the  end  of  a year  he  again  presented 
himself  before  Mr.  Blank. 

"I  can  read  and  write,"  he  said,  briefly. 

"I  gave  him  the  place,"  the  employer  stated,  years  afterwards,  "with 
the  conviction  that  in  process  of  time  he  would  take  mine  if  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  do  it.  Men  rise  slowly  in  Scotch  business  houses,  but  he  is 
now  our  chief  foreman."  -[Youth's  Companion. 


Who  aims  at  excellence  will  be  above  mediocrity,  who  aims  at 
mediocrity  will  fall  short  of  it. 


The  gem  cannot  be  polished  without  friction,  nor  the  man  perfected 
without  trials. 


Do  not  speak  of  your  happiness  to  those  less  fortunate  than  yourself. 
-Plutarch 


Puzzle . 

There  is  one  thing  our  boys  and  girls  would  like  more  of  for  supper. 
They  have  plenty  of  it  for  breakfast  and  dinner.  What  it  is  may  be 
found  in  the  following: 

I am  made  of  5 letters. 

My  5,  3,  4 is  what  we  may  do  with  strings. 

My  1,  2,  3,  5 is  what  a girl  sometimes  says  when  she  wants  her  friend 
to  stop  teasing. 

Now  if  my  letters  you  place  aright.  You'll  get  the  puzzle  before 
tonight . 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 

— "RE:  Rustywire:  Sweeping  Out  the  Dust"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Mar  2000  06:29:59  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Sweeping  out  the  dust.... 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Woozchiid . . . it  means  hard  winds,  the  month  of  March  some  say... but  during 
this  time... my  shimasani  (grandmother)  used  to  take  everything  out  of 
the  hogan,  there  were  two  of  them.  One  was  living  and  the  other  sat  a 
little  ways  off  used  for  special  doings. 

She  was  short  of  small  and  short,  with  gray  to  white  hair  tied  in  a bun 
and  she  use  to  sweep  up  the  floor  everyday,  each  morning  she  would  open 
the  door  and  sweep  the  dirt  out.  The  dirt  was  red,  some  say  Navajo  red 
like  the  sandstone  of  the  distant  mesas.  She  would  stand  there  and  brush 
the  dirt  together  and  then  sweep  it  toward  the  door. 

That  old  hogan  was  an  eight  sided  one,  the  doorway  faced  east  and  it  was 
constructed  of  cedar  and  juniper,  some  call  it  greasewood.  When  you  cut 
greasewood  it  is  like  cutting  steel,  it  takes  a long  time  and  the  earth 
will  not  eat  it  away  like  pine,  so  it  is  used  near  the  ground  level.  You 
cut  notches  in  the  wood  and  put  them  one  on  top  of  the  other,  the  cedar 
is  layed  one  on  the  other  crisscross  fashion,  then  the  hollows  are 
filled  with  cedar  bark,  the  idea  is  to  get  as  tight  a fit  as  possible  to 
keep  the  cold  out.  There  are  usually  a couple  of  windows  and  a door  to 
facing  East  to  catch  the  light  of  first  dawn. 

We  used  to  sleep  as  children  on  the  white  army  cots  on  the  south  side 
and  she  would  cook  some  food  for  us  on  wood  stove  set  in  the  middle  of 
the  floor.  When  she  woke  us  up,  she  would  use  her  broom  to  chase  us  out 
of  bed.  She  would  say  go  on,  get  out  of  her  you  have  to  run.  she  would 
hit  us  with  the  broom  and  make  us  go  outside.  Some  days,  especially 
during  this  time  it  would  be  cold,  or  windy,  we  used  to  run  into  the 
cedars  down  to  the  wash  and  up  the  road  toward  Two  Gray  Hills,  we  could 
hear  the  sound  of  dogs  barking  from  distant  homes.  We  used  to  hate  it, 
but  every  once  in  a while  we  used  to  race. 

My  cousin  Michael  and  Silas,  sometimes  one  of  the  Belone  boys  would  run 
with  us,  we  used  to  start  slow  and  then  gather  speed,  slowly  trying  to 
edge  each  other  out.  You  have  to  really  put  yourself  to  the  test 
sometimes  to  run  your  heart  out,  to  see  how  far  and  how  long  you  could 
run.  Michael  was  bigboned  with  a square  jaw  and  could  run  like  the  wind, 

I always  trailed  him,  but  sometimes  I beat  him.  If  we  felt  good  we  would 
run  to  the  power  lines,  the  tall  big  ones  that  crossed  the  community  on 
their  way  to  California. 

The  sun  would  catch  running  out  of  the  shadows  of  Two  Gray  Hills  on  the 
way  home.  The  dust  would  fly  and  when  we  got  back  we  would  see  Shimasani, 
watching  us  run  up  to  the  place.  She  would  yell  at  us  not  to  track  up  her 
floor  as  she  finished  sweeping  the  dirt  out.... we  stood  there  and  waited 
for  her  to  finish,  but  she  was  never  finished  because  the  floors  were 
made  of  dirt  and  we  could  taste  it  as  we  ran  to  wash  ourselves  in  the 
horse  trough  with  cold  water,  while  grandma  was  sweeping  out  the  dust.... 

The  hogan  has  fallen  in;  it  lies  there  and  the  wood  has  been  walking  off 
and  all  that  remains  is  the  dirt  floor  she  used  to  sweep  each  morning 
when  she  made  us  run 

- "RE:  Poem:  Indian  Mama"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Sep  1999  12:28:15  EDT 

From:  NDNMADN46@aol.com 

Sub j : tradition  and  spirituality 

INDIAN  MAMA 

Indian  mama,  her  hair  blowing  back,  stands  above  the  valley  looking  down 
on  her  village. 

She  sees,  through  tears,  the  youth  who  do  not  understand  what  all  the  fuss 
is  about. 

Why  all  the  dancing? 

Why  all  the  chanting? 

Why  all  the  feathers  and  paint? 

It  makes  no  sence  to  them,  it's  as  if  they  have  no  past  to  remember. 


Who  , among  the  elders,  let  the  torch  fall? 

Who,  among  their  families, didn 't  tell  the  stories? 

Who,  among  their  friends,  knew  the  stories, but  didn't  tell  them, 
and  why? 

Are  they  ashamed  of  what  it  is  to  be  of  the  first  families  to  inhabit  this 
land,  to  know  the  patterns  and  harmonies  that  make  this  earth? 

Why  is  it  that  the  only  stories  our  youth  are  told  are  those  of 

downtrodden, 

put  upon, 

put  aside, 

mistreated  and  misunderstood  indians? 

Rarely  are  they  told  of  their  Elders  who  bore  the  traditions  proudly. 

Have  we  become  complacent--or  are  we  ashamed? 

I pray  to  the  Elders  and  to  The  Great  Spirit,  that  this  is  not  true. 
NDNMADN46 11/19/98 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  04  Dec  2000  06:20:12  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea.org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  17-23 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

17 

Banish  winter  from  your  spirit,  and  spring  will  fill  the 
void . 

18 

Every  season  of  life  has  its  virtues. 

19 

Our  dreams  speak  to  us  in  the  language  of  the  soul. 

20 

Be  still  within  if  you  would  hear  the  voice  of  inspiration. 

21 

Draw  upon  the  source  of  life  in  everything  you  do. 

22 

Cherish  my  hopes  and  dreams.  Beloved,  and  I will  cherish 
yours . 

23 

Pursue  happiness;  capture  it  now,  and  never  let  it  go. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Tohono  O'odham  Teacher  Tries  to  Resurrect  Language"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Dec  2000  00:46:15  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Teaching  tradition:  Tohono  O'odham  teacher  tries  to  resurrect  a 
dying  language  (Fwd) 

------  -<Forwarded  news> - - 

http: //www. az star net . com/star/tue/001128tohono . html 


Tucson,  Arizona  Tuesday,  28  November  2000 
Teaching  tradition 


Tohono  O'odham  teacher  tries  to  resurrect  a dying  language 
By  Ed  Severson 
ARIZONA  DAILY  STAR 

Teaching  is  serious  business  for  Margie  Butler.  "They  say  that  once  you 
lose  your  language  you're  kind  of  dead/'  said  Butler,  50,  who  teaches  the 
Tohono  O'odham  language  at  San  Xavier  Mission  School. 

Like  other  American  Indians,  the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  is  losing  its 
native  language,  and  Butler  is  trying  to  help  resurrect  it  by  teaching  it 
to  children. 

She  sees  the  language  as  a critical  tool  that  helps  bind  the  Tohono 
O'odham  together  as  a people. 

One  morning,  her  students  had  just  made  a poster  that  said:  "The  Tohono 
O'odham  share  the  same  land  with  animals  like  friends." 

Now,  Butler  stood  in  front  of  the  room  and  quizzed  the  students  on 
numbers . 

"What  is  No.  3,  Dereck?" 

"Waikk,"  the  third-grader  piped  up. 

"That's  good,"  Butler  said.  "No.  4,  Abby?" 

"Gi'ikk,"  she  replied." 

"You  guys  are  so  good,"  Butler  said. 

Later,  Butler  said  that  the  language  is  a key  part  of  the  Tohono  O'odham 
himdag. 

"The  himdag  is  their  culture,  their  language,  everything  combined,"  she 
said . 

Butler  said  that,  when  the  language  goes,  the  way  of  life  goes, 
including  the  customs,  songs  and  stories. 

"I  mean,  it's  like  you  don't  exist  anymore,"  said  Butler,  who  was  raised 
speaking  the  language. 

Ofelia  Zepeda,  an  O'odham  professor  of  linguistics  at  the  University  of 
Arizona,  put  it  another  way. 

"When  you  don't  have  a language,  a lot  of  basic  knowledge  is  no  longer 
available  to  you,"  Zepeda  said. 

According  to  Zepeda,  about  60  percent  of  Tohono  O'odham  adults  speak 
their  language.  But  in  a population  of  19,000  to  20,000,  it  is  estimated 
that  less  than  1 percent  read  and  write  the  language. 

"It's  very  much  an  oral  language,"  said  Zepeda,  author  of  "A  Papago 
Grammar, " one  of  a small  number  of  books  used  for  teaching  the  Tohono 
O'odham  language. 

Mary  Ann  Willie,  a Navajo,  said  Native  Americans  are  losing  their 
language  all  around  the  country. 

"When  you  lose  the  language,  you  lose  the  capacity  to  participate  in 
activities  where  the  language  is  used,"  said  Willie,  an  assistant 
professor  of  linguistics  at  the  University  of  Arizona.  "So  if  you  don't 
speak  Navajo,  you  don't  have  access  to  ceremonies." 

Jackie  Koenig,  principal  of  San  Xavier  Mission  School,  said  that 
American  Indian  language  instruction  has  undergone  a turnaround. 

"When  the  first  missionaries  came  out  here,  they  (the  Tohono  O'odham) 
were  not  allowed  to  speak  their  own  language  when  they  came  to  school," 
she  said. 

"For  them  to  be  able  to  speak  their  language  and  use  it  freely  in  their 
school  has  done  wonders  for  their  self-esteem." 

San  Xavier  Mission  School,  the  only  school  on  the  San  Xavier  Indian 
reservation,  has  about  150  students  in  kindergarten  through  eighth  grade. 

Koenig  said  that  Butler  has  written  Tohono  O'odham  language  curricula 
for  students  through  the  sixth  grade. 

"It's  been  really  exciting  for  the  children,"  she  said.  "Their  language 
embodies  them  as  a people." 

Butler  said  that  the  students  get  about  15  minutes  a day  instruction  in 
Tohono  O'odham. 

She  freely  admitted  that  wasn't  enough  to  make  them  fluent  in  their  own 
language.  But  with  the  time  she  has,  she's  able  to  teach  her  students  such 
things  as  how  to  sing  songs  and  greet  people. 

And  even  at  this  level,  the  students  learn  more  than  mere  words. 

Butler  said  that  the  words  the  students  learn  often  contain  Tohono 


O'odham  perceptions  of  the  world  around  them. 

She  said  that,  for  instance,  in  Tohono  O'odham,  one  of  the  terms  for 
January  means  "dry,  dead  month." 

One  of  the  terms  for  February  is  "crazy  month." 

"We  don't  know  if  it's  going  to  rain  this  month  or  if  it's  going  to  be 
hot  or  cold,"  she  explained. 

As  Butler  sees  it,  many  of  the  old  traditions  are  slipping  away. 

She  said  that  there  had  recently  been  a lunch  at  school  prepared  from 
traditional  Tohono  O'odham  crops,  such  as  mesquite  beans,  squash  and  white 
beans . 

"The  squash  they  ate,  but  the  white  beans  they  didn't  because  they  never 
ate  them  before,"  Butler  said.  "They're  more  subject  to  McDonald's  and 
fast  food." 

Teaching  is  Butler's  way  of  bringing  some  traditions  back. 

"I'm  trying  to  send  the  O'odham  language  to  the  home,  so  the  children 
can  carry  it  to  their  parents,"  she  said. 


Tohono  O'odham  phrases 

* Good  morning.  S'kegi  si'lig  * How  are  you?  'Sa  'pa  masma 

* See  you  again.  N-d'm-nei  * My  name  is  Margie  Ba  ce:gig  Margie 

* Numbers  one  through  five:  hemako,  go:k,  waikk,  gi'ikk,  hetasp 

* Parts  of  the  body  Foot:  tad  Stomach:  wo:k  Knee:  to:n 

Chin:  ci'  Ear:  naik 

* Note:  Pronunciations  are  unavailable  because  the  Tohono  O'odham 
language  has  many  sounds  with  no  phonetic  equivalent  in  English. 

c.  2000  Arizona  Daily  Star 

"RE : Preserving  a Way  of  Life"  

Date:  Tue,  5 Dec  2000  07:57:50  -0600 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-05-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Preserving  a way  of  life:  Leaders  respond  to  language  survey 
Indian  Country  Today 
Dec  6,  2000 

Despite  language  programs  being  offered  by  71  percent  of  respondents' 
tribes,  a substantial  64  percent  indicated  they  know  only  a few  words  of 
their  Native  language. 

This  was  the  finding  of  a recent  survey  of  American  Indian  Opinion 
Leaders  by  Indian  Country  Today  on  the  state  of  Native  languages. 

Seven  percent  of  respondents  can  speak  their  Native  language  fluently 
while  16  percent  reported  they  understand  it  when  it  is  spoken.  Thirteen 
percent  indicated  they  could  not  speak  or  understand  any  words  of  their 
tribe's  language. 

Respondents  residing  outside  of  their  nation  commented  on  the  difficulty 
in  finding  established  and  comprehensive  language  courses.  Several  shared 
the  viewpoint  of  Barry  Landeros-Thomas,  Cherokee/Lumbee,  who  wrote, 
"Mainstream  universities,  which  offer  all  sorts  of  obscure  dialects  from 
around  the  globe,  rarely  offer  Native  languages  in  their  curriculum." 

In  the  same  survey,  we  asked  what  stage  they  felt  their  language  is  in. 
Twenty-eight  percent  indicated  there  are  a lot  of  fluent  speakers  left 
while  48  percent  reported  their  tribe  offers  a language  program. 

Eli  I.  Tail,  Lakota,  reported  there  are  "A  lot  of  fluent  speakers  left 
among  the  Lakota  population.  ...  Our  identity  and  culture  is  preserved  in 
the  language.  One  cannot  be  Lakota  if  he  or  she  does  not  speak  the 
language . " 

In  response,  16  percent  reported  there  are  only  a few  speakers  and  no 
language  program  is  offered  by  their  tribe.  Eight  percent  indicated  that 
there  are  no  fluent  speakers  left  at  all. 

"My  parents'  generation  grew  up  without  learning  the  Penobscot  language, 
as  I did,"  wrote  George  Theriault,  Penobscot.  "We  have  something  of  a 
dictionary,  but  there  are  no  fluent  speakers  left." 

Asked  how  important  is  learning  your  Native  language  and  ensuring  that 


cultural  knowledge  and  traditions  are  preserved,  a significant  81  percent 
stated  it  is  very  important.  Rosean  Howard,  Cherokee/Navajo,  wrote, 
"Language  is  the  root  to  all  cultures.  Strip  the  language  - strip  the 
culture. " 


"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  10  December  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy.org) 
Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  15:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : new  pow  wow  listing 

o'  si  yo  gary 

please  add  this  to  your  pow  wow  listing. 

Native  Solutions  presents  3rd  Annaul  Intertribal  Powwow  April  27-29,  2001 
times-  Fri  9-2,  students  day. 

Fri  5-10,  dancing  & storytelling. 

Sat  10-10,  grand  entry  11:00. 

Sun, 10-5,  grand  entry  12:00. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Al...  exit  185  off  1-20 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
Admission  $5  - adults 

FREE  - seniors  55  and  up  & children  under  10 
Host  Drum  - Grey  Wolf  Singers,  Choctaw,  Philadelphia,  Ms 
Headman  - Don  Redbear 
Headlady  - Donna  Dulaney 
MC  - Gary  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Buck  Tucker 
Special  Flute  Performance  by  Larry  Campbell 
Learn  about  early  iron  forging  from  Dohn  Williams 

See  a primitive  encampment  with  period  items  such  as  clothing,  tools  & 
weapons  presented  by  Grey  Squirrel  Lodge. 

See  demonstrations  on  beadwork  and  dreamcatchers . 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcome 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed,  Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 
For  more  information  call  Tony  at  256-835-0110  or 

email  sundancer0@hotmail.com  or  call  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  256-820-6315. 
Vendors  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis 

or  emial  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com  or  lamehawk@yahoo.com. 

Thank  you  for  including  this  on  your  listing, 
raven spiritwalker 
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For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance. 

Last  Update:  8/7//2000 
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responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 
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DECEMBER  2000 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 
Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29-3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 


30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 
3 AN U ARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School 
Gym,  Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest 
Hall,  New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX  Info:  (979) 
845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX.  Info:  (210) 
736-3702. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH.  Info: 
(937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 

23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy.(58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL  Contact:  Dona 
Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  (561)567-1579  after  10:a.m  . or  Rich 
@ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info . Primitive  camping  and  RV 
hookups  available. 

MARCH  2001 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 
Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24-25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park 
Coliseum,  Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

APRIL  2001 

21-22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of 
Choctaw  Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw 
people.  Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org  or  email 
oklachahta@igalaxy.net 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County 
Fairgrounds,  U.S.  Hwy.  70  East,  New  Bern,  NC.  Contact:  Deborah 
Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  at  double_d@coastalnet.com.  For 
complete  powwow  information  go  to  : 
http : //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ . 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother&#8217; s Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 
Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring. com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by 
Native  Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration 
of  Elders  and  Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave. 

Lyons,  Illinois.  For  more  info  call:  (630)695-1292  or 
(773)261-7501  Email:  nativenationsinc@yahoo.com  Website: 
www. geocities . com/ nati venation sine /index. ht ml 
3UNE  2001 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 
Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL> 
Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 

15-16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina 
Powwow.  Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC.  Info:  Ed 
DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579.  email: 
exdt@webtv.net 

National  Powwow  / July  2002 
www . national powwow . com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine 
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We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
e-mail : powwows@ander sons -web . com 


write  us  at: 

Anderson ' s 

11372  Timber  Lane 

Brooksville,  Florida  34601 

Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 

Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 

For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Hoy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 

North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 

"RE : Montana  Counties  Among  Poorest"  

Date:  Fri,  8 Dec  2000  09:27:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy . org> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

------  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="POOR  COUNTIES" 

Montana  counties  among  poorest  in  United  States 
By  The  Associated  Press 

HELENA  (AP)  - The  Rev.  Dan  Powers  is  not  surprised  Glacier  County  is  one 
of  the  poorest  counties  in  the  nation.  The  pastor  at  St.  Ann's  Parish  in 
Heart  Butte  sees  few  people  with  jobs  or  money  and  little  prospect  of  that 
changing  in  a county  that  is  mostly  on  the  Blackfeet  Indian  Reservation. 

Nor  is  Rita  Munday,  clerk  for  tiny  Polaris  School  at  the  southern  edge  of 
the  Pioneer  Mountains,  shocked  that  her  district  has  the  nation's  highest 
rate  of  poor  children  in  the  country.  Families  are  mostly  ranchers  and  the 
cattle  business  has  been  bad  for  several  years,  she  said. 

"These  parents  make  the  best  of  what  they  have,"  Munday  said  Wednesday. 
"Kids  come  to  school  clean,  they're  at  school,  there's  no  dropouts." 

Powers  - known  as  Father  Dan  - said  his  county  has  dim  potential  to  shed 
its  national  distinction,  if  the  plight  of  the  1,000  Heart  Butte  area 
residents  is  any  indication. 

"I  don't  see  that  there  is  a solution  to  it,"  he  said.  "Most  everybody  is 
on  welfare.  There  is  nothing  here  that  generates  money.  There's  a high 
rate  of  sickness,  such  as  diabetes  and  cancer." 

The  national  rankings  for  poverty  in  the  United  States  were  released  by 
the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  last  week.  They  measure  conditions  in  1997,  the 
last  year  for  which  detailed  economic  information  was  available  at  the 
county  and  school  district  levels. 

In  Montana,  32,896  children  aged  5-17  lived  in  poverty  during  1997.  That 
19  percent  rate  was  slightly  higher  than  the  18.2  percent  national  poverty 
rate  for  school-age  children. 

About  15  of  every  100  Montanans,  or  15.5  percent,  lived  below  the 
federal  poverty  level  in  1997.  That  gave  Montana  the  13th  highest  rate  in 
the  country,  which  had  an  average  of  13.3  percent. 

The  Montana  rate  has  since  increased  to  just  over  16  percent,  ranking  the 
state  fifth  nationally. 

The  poverty  rate  among  all  Montana  children  was  21.3  percent  in  1997, 
slightly  higher  than  the  national  figure  of  19.9  percent. 

The  rates  and  rankings  are  based  on  income  levels  established  by  the 
federal  government  and  varying  by  family  size.  For  example,  the  poverty 
level  in  1997  for  a family  of  three,  including  one  child,  was  $12,919. 

The  median  income  in  Montana  in  1997  was  $29,672,  or  20  percent  below  the 
national  figure  of  $37,005. 

Out  of  3,192  counties  listed  in  the  Census  Bureau  report,  Montana  had 
three  among  the  top  100  worst  poverty  rates.  Glacier  County  ranked  35th 


with  one  of  three  residents  living  in  poverty;  Roosevelt  County  was  67th 
with  a rate  of  31.1  percent;  and  Big  Horn  County  was  88th  with  a rate  of 
29.6  percent. 

All  three  counties  are  dominated  by  Indian  Reservations. 

Among  school  districts,  Polaris  , located  about  40  miles  northwest  of 
Dillon  ,was  one  of  three  in  the  country  with  100  percent  of  its 
school-age  children  living  in  poverty.  Colorado  City,  Ariz.,  and  Kinsbury, 
Maine,  were  the  other  two. 

Nine  other  Montana  districts  were  among  the  100  worst  in  the  nation: 
Cottonwood  (Custer  County),  81.8  percent;  Heart  Butte,  63.6  percent;  Wolf 
Creek,  61  percent;  Reed  Point,  59.7  percent;  Rocky  Boy,  59.6  percent; 

Craig,  58.3  percent;  Lame  Deer,  55.8  percent;  Pine  Grove  (Garfield 
County),  55.6  percent;  and  Hays-Lodgepole,  55  percent. 

The  report  covered  14,256  school  districts  nationwide. 

The  fact  that  nine  of  the  Montana's  10  poorest  counties  contain  or  abut 
reservations  is  to  be  expected,  said  Paul  Miller,  sociologist  at  the 
University  of  Montana. 

"We've  almost  become  accepting  of  these  patterns  and  not  getting  terribly 
excited  about  it,"  he  said. 

But  the  problem  of  the  poor  extends  beyond  the  reservations.  Miller  said. 
Twenty  percent  of  Montanans  earn  no  more  than  $6.20  an  hour  and  they  make 
up  the  "working  poor." 

"There's  a two-prong  problem  in  Montana  ,the  continuing  low-wage 
population  and  the  unemployment  problem  on  six  of  the  seven  reservations," 
he  said,  noting  that  the  Flathead  Reservation  usually  has  a smaller 
jobless  problem. 

"We  haven't  affected  our  economy  in  terms  of  wages  and  jobs  to  change  the 
poverty  rate,"  Miller  said.  "I  think  economic  development  has  to  be  the 
main  route  to  go,  because  people  focus  on  work  and  not  just  redistributing 
wealth . " 

Dim  Nolan,  chief  of  the  state  Intergovernment  Human  Resources  Bureau,  said 
that  while  changes  in  welfare  programs  have  removed  people  from  public 
assistance  rolls,  the  state  still  has  137,000  people  living  in  poverty. 

"The  Indian  reservations  always  top  the  list  (of  poor  areas),"  said  Nolan, 
whose  organization  provides  funding  for  local  programs  that  help  the  poor 
pay  utility  bills  and  get  food.  "The  lack  of  opportunities  is  just 
overwhelming.  There  are  no  jobs  on  the  reservation." 

Les  Stevenson,  executive  director  of  the  human  resource  development 
council  in  Great  Falls,  said  that  without  jobs  the  depression  plaguing 
reservations  will  never  end. 

"Until  they  can  recruit  into  their  counties,  or  develop  within  the 
counties  themselves,  some  local  industries,  nothing's  going  to  change," 
said  Stevenson.  His  organization  provides  emergency  food  and  shelter  for 
the  needy  in  a area  that  includes  Glacier  County. 

Frances  Schisler,  the  teacher  at  the  five-student  Polaris  School  for  the 
past  seven  years,  said  the  poverty  of  the  district  is  not  obvious  in  her 
pupils.  They  come  to  a well-equipped  school  well-clothed  and  well-fed. 

While  their  parents  may  not  be  wealthy  and  the  children  may  not  have 
everything  they  want,  "as  long  as  you  have  everything  you  need,  there's 
nothing  more  you  need,"  she  said. 

Copyright  c.  2000  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 

Copyright  c.  The  Billings  Gazette,  a division  of  Lee  Enterprises. 

"RE : Review:  'Sacred  Fireplace'  by  Pete  Catches"  

Date:  Wed,  6 Dec  2000  11:21:53  EST 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be  (KOLA) 

Sub j : "Sacred  Fireplace"  by  Pete  Catches 
>To:  ShngSprt@aol.com 

<+>=<+>KOLA  Newslist<+>=<+> 

From:  CCatches@aol.com 

Sub j : Lakota  medicine  man's  book  promotion 


Peter  Catches,  Oglala  Lakota  from  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South 
Dakota  is  known  as  the  keeper  of  the  Spotted  Eagle  medicine,  oral  history, 
sacred  rites,  and  experiential  teachings.  He  is  the  descendant  of  37 
generations  of  medicine  men.  He  has  conducted  the  Spotted  Eagle  Sundance 
for  the  past  24  years.  His  father,  Pete  Catches  Sr.  and  he  has  published 
a book  called  'Sacred  Fireplace  (Oceti  Wakan)'. 

Before  his  father's  death,  he  asked  Peter  to  go  out  and  promote  this  book 
when  he  felt  it  was  time.  At  this  time,  Peter  has  come  to  California  to  do 
just  this  and  plans  to  travel  to  other  parts  of  the  country  to  do  this.  He 
is  in  the  process  of  setting  up  speaking  engagements  at  this  time. 

If  you  have  any  interest  to  set  up  a speaking  engagement,  please  contact 
Cindy  at  CCatches@aol.com  or  call  (818)  883-9846. 

Thanking  you  for  your  interest. 

<+>=<+> 

KOLA  Information:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/index.htm 

KOLA  Petitions:  http://kola-hq.hypermart.net 

KOLA  Greeting  Cards:  http://users.skynet.be/kola/cards.htm 

- — "RE:  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Dec  2000  10:54:50  -0600 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics  Dec  11  - 15  + Our  Heroes  Are  Often  Called  Bandits  + 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Dec  11  - 15 

2)  Different  Drums  spotlights  Tiger  Tiger 

3)  Our  Heroes  Are  Often  Called  Bandits 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Dec  11  - 15 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  EDT  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 12/11:  Holiday  Safety: 

The  Holiday  Season  is  among  us  and  so  is  the  season  of  danger.  Ironically 
most  injuries  and  accidents  occur  during  this  time  of  celebration  and 
reunion.  Potential  hazards  lie  in  wait  from  the  gifts  we  buy  to  Christmas 
tree  decorations.  How  can  we  make  this  a safe  and  fun  holiday  season? 

Guests  include  Nancy  Harjo,  Project  Director  for  AMERIND  Risk  Management 
Corporation  and  Rachel  Wientraub  of  Public  Interest  Research  Group  and 
Toysafety.net. 

TUE  - 12/12:  Who  Owns  Crazy  Horse?: 

Descendants  of  Crazy  Horse  are  protesting  at  corporate  headquarters  to  stop 
D.C.  Penney's,  Liz  Claiborne's  and  Hornell  Brewing  Company's  unauthorized 
use  of  the  Lakota  warrior  and  spiritual  leader's  name  to  sell  their 
products.  Their  efforts  are  being  supported  by  interfaith  investors  who  own 
stock  in  these  companies  and  who  also  want  the  exploitation  to  stop.  Guests 
include  Bill  Means  and  Dr.  Phyllis  Fredrick  of  the  Crazy  Horse  Defense  Fund. 
WED  - 12/13:  Taxing  Non-Indians  on  the  Rez: 

Should  non-Indian  businesses  operating  on  reservations  be  exempt  from 
paying  tribal  taxes?  A federal  case  that  affirms  Indian  Nation's  rights  to 
tax  within  their  boundaries  is  headed  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  its  outcome 
will  impact  all  of  Indian  Country.  A non-Navajo  businessman  is  challenging 
the  Navajo  Nation's  right  to  tax  businesses  on  the  reservation.  Who  has 
taxation  authority  and  jurisdiction  on  Native  lands?  Guests  include 
attorney  Marcelino  Gomez  from  the  Navajo  Nation  Department  of  Justice. 

THU  - 12/14:  Native  America,  Capitalism  or  Socialism?: 

Native  America  is  torn  between  two  distinct  political  realties  - Capitalism 
vs.  Socialism.  On  the  one  hand,  traditional  values  promote  capitalist 
ideals  that  reward  individual  achievement  and  proliferation  of  private 
property.  While  on  the  other  hand,  sharing  your  fortunes  with  the  community 
is  also  rewarded  and  considered  a quality  of  leadership.  But  how  are  these 
two  political  concepts  shaping  today's  Native  America?  Guests  include 
Waylon  Honga  of  the  Hualapai  Tribe  of  Arizona. 

FRI  - 12/15:  Seasonal  Affective  Disorders: 


Seasonal  Affective  Disorder  (SAD)  is  a form  of  winter  depression  that 
usually  affects  people  between  September  and  April  each  year...  with  the 
most  severe  depression  affecting  people  in  the  darkest  and  coldest  months 
of  winter.  SAD  is  caused  by  the  brain's  reaction  to  shortened  daylight.  Did 
our  ancestors  get  this  serious  form  of  wintertime  blues,  and  if  so,  how  did 
they  cope  with  it?  What  treatment  options  are  available  now?  loin  us  to 
talk  about  Seasonal  Affective  Disorder,  and  the  best  ways  to  have  a healthy 
winter. 

2)  Different  Drums  spotlights  Tiger  Tiger 

Lee  and  Stephen  Tiger  have  played  alongside  many  of  the  music  industry's 
greats,  but  the  most  meaningful  part  of  their  career  has  been  bringing 
their  music  home  to  their  Miccosukee  people  in  Florida.  Hear  cuts  from  the 
phenomenal  new  Tiger  Tiger  release  "Southern  Exposure,"  and  learn  more 
about  the  Miccosukee  people  as  we  interview  Lee  Tiger  this  week  on 
Different  Drums. 

To  listen  to  the  program  ...  just  go  to  http://airos.org/audio.html  and 
click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS  Programming  Online" 

(All  times  are  ET) 

Tuesday:  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Wednesday:  4am 
Saturday:  5pm 
Sunday:  6am,  5pm 
Monday:  6am 

or  Listen  to  Different  Drums  on  KNBA  with  Windows  Media 
Tuesdays:  8pm-9pm  AK  Time  Saturdays:  5pm-6pm  AK  Time 
Visit  the  Different  Drums  website,  at 

http://www.differentdrums.com/thisweek.html  for  links  to  more  information. 

3)  Our  Heroes  Are  Often  Called  Bandits 

Sometimes  who's  a hero  and  who's  an  outlaw  depends  on  who  tells  the  story. 
Can  there  be  equal  justice  without  an  understanding  of  history?  Despite 
who  makes  the  headlines.  Native  people  know  the  personal  qualities  that  are 
required  to  keep  communities  and  cultures  intact. 

Listen  in  RealAudio  (All  Times  ET)  to  listen  just  go  to 
http://airos.org/audio.html  and  click  on  the  AIROS  radio  or  "AIROS 
Programming  Online" 

Wednesdays  7pm 
Thursdays  lam,  7am 
Fridays  10am,  4pm,  10pm 
Saturdays  4am,  2pm 
Sundays  3am,  2pm 
Mondays  3am 

for  more  information  on  the  California  Indian  Radio  Project  go  to 
www.flickerfeather.org 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Steph,  Gary  Smith,  Robert  Dorman,  Sharon  Vanden  Bossche,  Koga  Suyeta, 

Paul  Pureau,  John  D Berry,  Chris  Milda,  Marth  E Ture,  Kola  Headquarters, 
Tusweca,  ErthAvengr,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Danet  Smith, 
Debbie  Sanders,  NdnMadn,  lohnnie  Rustywire,  Chris  Milda,  Eric  Martin 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Wed  Dec  20  01:01:57  2000 

Date:  20  Dec  2000  02:57:40  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.052 
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, , VOLUME  08,  ISSUE  052  0 o 0 

/ ' ) / / ) ' ) / / ' December  24,  2000  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  Yurok  cold  time  moon  0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , Anishnabbeg  small  spirits  moon 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  ndn-aim,  INDIAN  Fleritage,  Iron  Natives, 
Red  Road  Newsletter,  Indianz  elist,  Triballaw,  Our  Red  Earth,  Certain  Home 
& LPDC  mailing  lists;  Newsgroup : alt . native;  UUCP  email; 

http: //www. indiancountry . com/articles/editorial -2000 -12 -13 -02. shtml 
http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSigna Is /Head lines/ showfull . asp?ID=law/12142000-2 
http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSigna Is /Head lines/ showfull . asp?ID=law/12122000-2 
http: //www. az star net . com/star/today/001211iworldbriefs . html 
http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rticles/1208mexico08 . html 
http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSigna Is /Head lines/ showfull . asp?ID=env/12152000-2 
http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rticles/1215mexico- chiapas . html 
http: //www. tulsaworld . com/NewsStory. asp? ID=001217_Ne_al7 jury i 
http://www.eddiehatcher.org 

http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSigna Is /Head lines/ showfull . asp?ID=edu/12152000-2 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy . org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"Yes,  even  we  prisoners  are  human." 

"I  suppose  every  man  proclaims  himself  innocent,  whether  innocent  or 
not.  But,  I tell  you,  even  the  guilty  are  human.  And,  as  for  the 
innocent  who  are  branded  as  guilty,  theirs  is  a special  agony  beyond 
all  comprehension." 


"Somehow  Wakan  Tanka,  Tunkashila,  the  Great  Mystery,  finds  sense  and 
meaning  in  all  of  this." 

"Do  the  stars  have  meaning?  Then  my  life  has  a meaning." 

Leonard  Peltier 

"Prison  Writings .. .My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance" 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  i 
I of  the  Republic  | 

| and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

I States  Constitution,  I 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

[ Dourney  [ 

i The  Bloodline  j 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law  [ 

j We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride  \ 

| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight  [ 

| We  Flear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride  ! 

| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength | 

| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed  [ 

| We  Flurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride  i 

| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right  | 

| We  Smile,  we  Flold,  we  Ride  | 

| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart  [ 

| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode.  | 

i ! 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0520 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  lanuary  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


CALL  OR  WRITE  ON  BEHALF  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  TODAY! 

Calling  the  regular  White  House  number  (202-456-1111)  on  a daily  basis 
averages  about  $2.00  -$5.00  a week  per  person.. 

Dial  0 to  bypass  the  recording  and  get  through  to  an  operator.. 

The  LPDC  had  purchased  a toll  free  number  if  you  can  not  afford  to 
call  or  are  not  at  a place  where  you  can  make  a toll  call.  It  will 
cost  them  a lot  so  if  you  can  call  the  regular  number,  please  do  so. 
The  toll  free  is . . 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


1-877-561-1364. 


If  you  would  like  to  be  well  versed  when  you  call  please  refer  to  the 

LPDC  homepage. . 

http : //www . f reepeltier . org/ 

Thank  you . . 

Lona 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching.  Insure  a maximum  sentence  is  imposed! 


Date:  Thu,  7 Dec  2000  18:41:23  EST 

From:  Rayann6@aol.com 

Sub j : the  death  of  Stevie  Thompson 

One  suspect  pleads  guilty  in  fatal  beating. 

Jacob  Thompson  (no  relation)  plead  guilty  to  second  degree  murder  in  the 
Duly  fatal  beating  of  Stevie  Thompson. 

Witnesses  told  police  that  Jacob  Thompson  beat  the  victim  in  the  head, 
kneed  him  in  the  stomach,  threw  him  to  the  ground  and  kicked  him  in  the 
head.  The  complaint  also  states  Jacob  Thompson  went  through  Stevie 
Thompson's  wallet,  stole  57  cents,  scissors  and  a sewing  kit  and  then 
urinated  on  him.  According  to  an  autopsy,  Stevie  died  of  head  injuries. 

Jacob  Thompson  faces  a sentence  of  12  years  to  20  1/2  years  in  prison 
under  Minnesota  sentencing  guidelines.  Sentencing  is  set  for  Jan.  11th 
before  Judge  Paulette  Flynn. 

The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  Janice  Barker. 

Fler  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Government  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 

St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 

The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/stevieThompson . html 
URL  http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/StevieThompson . html 
(the  'S'  and  'T'  need  to  be  capitalized) 

<Thanks  to  Debbie  Richards  for  this  correction> 


This  help  list  will  continue  a few  more  weeks.  Just  because  you  got 
to  celebrate  solstice  or  Christmas  or  Hunika  does  not  in  any  way  diminish 
the  biiter  cold  on  some  of  the  Rez's  or  the  gnawing  hunger  on  all  of  them. 

The  price  of  fuel  is  rising  at  an  alarming  rate.  It  is  extremely  cold 
on  many  of  the  poorest  rez's.  It  doesn't  take  a genius  to  add  these  two 
bitter  truths  and  realize  that  without  help,  some  elders  are  going  to  freeze 
to  death  this  winter.  Many  the  resources  below  will  make  sure  any  funds 
you  send  for  propane  will  buy  propane  for  those  with  the  greatest  need. 

I know  Mountain  Light,  Pathways  and  Pioneer  Industries  will  make  certain 
funds  sent  to  them  for  fuel  will  buy  fuel  <period>.  I also  believe  the 
others  are  equally  diligent. 

Flelp  those  elders  survive  this  winter. 

I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 


pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 
These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8052 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 
From  Mike  Wicks: 

Any  help  would  be  a blessing  to  those  at  Camp  Justice,  and  Pine  Ridge. 

Camp  Justice 
c/o  Tom  Poor  Bear 
P.O.  Box  823 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

Helping  People  in  need  on  many  reservations : 

Night  Walker  Enterprises,  Inc. 

148  West  Oak  Street  Unit  C 
Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  80524 
TEL:  970  482  7797 

To  help  send  winter  clothing,  blankets  and  space  heaters  to  residents 
of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

Dowel  "Whitey"  Smith  and  Larry  Gambill 
Double  S Recycling 
1420  S.  Main  St. 

Madisonville,  KY  42431-3343 

Thank  you  Claudia! 

Pine  Ridge  School 
Boys  Dormitory 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

Attn:  Darlene  McLaughlin 

Sizes  are  for  first  grade  to  12th  grade. 

Not  only  coats  but  clothings,  gloves,  socks,  shirts  - anything  would  be 
appreciated . 

There  is  also  a girls  dorm  that  can  use  clothing  as  well! 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

--  email  to  gars@speakeasy.org 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande.net 

===w=w===  gars@sdf . lonestar .org 
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"RE : Long  Time  Rosebud  Leader  Passes  On 

Date:  Mon,  18  Dec  2000  12:25:10  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Paul  Pureau  <paul_pureau@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Long  time  RST  leader  passes  on 

Mailing  List:  ndn-aim  <ndn-aim@egroups . com> 


ROSEBUD,  S.D.  - Alex  Little  Soldier  Lunderman,  vice  chairman  of  the 
Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  and  a former  tribal  chairman,  died  Dec.  5 at  Rapid 
City  Regional  Hospital. 

Lunderman,  71,  was  elected  vice  chairman  of  the  tribe  in  October  1999. 

He  was  tribal  president  from  1985-89  and  1991-93.  He  also  had  served  many 

terms  on  the  tribal  council  and  as  a public  defender  with  the  tribal  court 

system.  He  also  served  as  an  executive  with  the  American  Indian  Relief 
Council  and  the  Native  American  Heritage  Association. 

A recent  regional  tribal  utility  commission  meeting  was  canceled  in 
respect  for  the  former  tribal  leader  who  had  served  on  the  tribe's  utility 
commission . 

The  former  tribal  leader,  who  regularly  attended  council  meetings  even 
in  a wheelchair,  encouraged  long  time  friend  and  RST  Tribal  President 
William  Kindle  when  it  appeared  Kindle  might  resign  earlier  this  year. 

Tribal  councilmen  will  select  a new  vice  president  from  the  council 

sometime  after  Ian.  1 to  fill  the  seat  held  by  Lunderman.  The  last  time 

the  tribe  had  to  fill  a vice  presidential  vacancy  following  a death  was 
several  years  ago  when  Narciesse  Brave  died.  The  vice  chairman's  duties 


include  filling  in  on  behalf  of  the  tribal  president  when  he  is  away  from 
his  office.  The  next  in  line  to  fill  those  duties  include  the  tribal 
secretary  and,  if  the  tribal  secretary  is  unavailable,  the  tribe's 
treasurer. 

c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 


Paul  Pureau 

to  subscribe  to  ndn-aim  send  a blank  mail  to:  ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups.com 
ndn-aim  is  now  archived  on  line  at  Http://www. escribe.com/life/ndn-aim/ 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

- "RE:  Let's  Learn  about  Sovereignty"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Dec  2000  07:27:12  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Paul  Pureau  <paul_pureau@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Let's  learn  about  sovereignty 

Mailing  List:  ndn-aim  <ndn-aim@egroups . com> 

http: //www. indiancountry.com/articles/editorial-2000-12-13-02.shtml 

Dec  13,  2000 
Dec  13,  2000 

Let's  learn  about  sovereignty 

The  proper  understanding  of  tribal  and  indeed  any  type  of  sovereignty  is 
lost  to  most  of  the  American  public.  Indeed,  even  among  Native  people 
there  is  a wide  variety  of  definitions  on  what  constitutes  sovereignty.  By 
all  accounts,  there  is  a great  deal  of  education  needed  on  this  subject. 

We  want  to  invite  all  nations  and  all  Native  opinion  leaders,  young,  old, 
from  any  persuasion  and  walk  of  life,  to  help  us  discuss  and  define,  over 
the  next  few  months,  the  significance  of  sovereignty  in  our  lives.  What 
are  the  bases  of  the  Indian  argument  for  tribal  sovereignty,  considering 
the  realities  of  living  in  a modern.  North  American  society? 

Respect  for  national  and  even  local,  and  other  sovereignties  is  an 
established  methodology  of  international  law.  But  for  this  type  of 
inherent  respect,  what  would  keep  any  government,  or  all  governments,  from 
constantly  overrunning  and/or  taxing  one  another.  Thus  on  national,  state 
or  provincial,  tribal  and  municipal  levels,  various  ranges  of  sovereign 
jurisdiction  have  been  and  continue  to  be  exercised  by  varieties  of 
political  entities. 

Sovereignty,  we  would  offer  by  way  of  a start,  is  completely  inherent  in 
the  concept  of  self-government,  both  within  U.S.  democracy  and  in  language 
of  United  Nations  covenants.  American  Indian  peoples  have  maintained 
sovereignty  based  on  legal  and  daily  factual  realities.  But  Indian  nations, 
like  all  small  nations,  are  more  or  less  dependent  on  the  larger  nations 
to,  more  or  less,  keep  the  covenants  upon  which  it  relies  polished  and 
alive . 

In  this  respect.  Native  nations  are  just  like  all  small  nations.  Often 
in  the  Americas,  the  more  recent  nation  states  completely  surround  tribal 
nations,  but  nevertheless,  the  tribal  nations  exist  and  persist  in 
sustaining  their  sovereignty  and  self-government.  The  right  of  federally 
recognized  U.S.  tribes  to  tribal  sovereignty  is  an  established,  if  always 
contested,  part  of  the  inter-nation  concept  within  the  United  States. 

In  every  way  possible,  we  know  states  will  seek  to  impose  their  laws  on 
tribal  territories,  seeking  to  diminish  sovereign  rights  tribes  maintain 
are  inherent.  Worcester  v.  Georgia  (1832)  is  invoked  for  establishing  this 
principle  early  on.  This  important  case  cites  the  "extraterritorial 
status"  of  tribes,  their  "preexisting  sovereignty"  and  the  supremacy  of 
treaties  in  U.S.  law  that  affirmed  the  independent  nature  of  tribal  people. 

Beyond  the  early  recognition  of  the  tribes'  "right  of  occupancy,"  both 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  the  U.S.  Constitution  recognized  the 
distinctiveness  of  Indian  tribes.  The  federal  government  early  on 
established  sole  claim  to  both  make  treaties  and  to  "regulate"  relations 
with  tribes. 

While  states  have  extended  their  jurisdiction  into  tribal  matters  behind 
a number  of  court  cases  and  legislative  campaigns,  tribes  can  always  do 


the  worst  damage  to  their  own  sovereignty  by  consenting  to  the  application 
of  state  laws  on  Indian  reservations.  Native  tribal  settlements  that  give 
in  to  state  law  are  troublesome  developments  that  most  always  reappear  in 
unforeseen  ways. 

In  the  Maine  and  other  cases  of  Eastern  Indian  land  claims  and  federal 
tribal  recognition,  the  drive  by  some  attorneys  for  early,  if  only  partial, 
victories,  on  occasion  led  to  trade-offs  on  aspects  of  sovereignty  that 
tend  to  come  back  with  negative  force.  The  line  that  guards  tribal 
jurisdiction  from  local  towns  and  counties,  and  from  the  state,  must  be 
continually  upheld.  In  all  cases,  tribes  must  always  ask:  what  are  our 
inherent  sovereign  powers  and  authorities? 

We  invite  Native  opinion  leaders  to  share  with  us  your  understandings  of 
tribal  sovereignty.  In  your  estimation,  what  are  the  main  pillars  of 
tribal  sovereignty?  What  should  every  Native  student  graduating  from  high 
school  know  about  the  basis  and  uses  of  tribal  sovereignty  in  the  21st 
century?  A lively  discussion  within  Indian  country  on  the  meanings  and 
fundamentals  of  tribal  sovereignty  can  only  help  at  this  time. 

In  the  final  analysis,  we  believe  we  may  all  realize  American  Indian 
sovereignty  is  actually  quite  simple.  It  has  only  been  obscured  and  made 
seemingly  complicated  by  a tangled  history  of  U.S.  imposition  and 
intervention,  by  organized  obfuscation  and  through  historically  negotiated 
giveaways  of  our  inherent  powers  and  authorities. 


Paul  Pureau 

to  subscribe  to  ndn-aim  send  a blank  mail  to:  ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups . com 
ndn-aim  is  now  archived  on  line  at  Http://www. escribe.com/life/ndn-aim/ 
Archived  on  line  at:  http://www.eScribe.com 
FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

"RE : Yakama  Alcohol  Ban  Upheld"  

Date:  Sunday,  December  17,  2000  7:18  PM 
From:  "lohn  Wm  Sloniker"  <johnwms@SERV.NET> 

Sub j : Times:  Alcohol  ban  upheld 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN  HeritagecINDIAN-HERITAGE- L@LISTSERV. INDIANA. EDU> 

Seattle  Times:  Local  News:  Saturday,  December  16,  2000 
Yakama 's  reservation-wide  alcohol  ban  upheld 
by  The  Associated  Press 

SPOKANE  - A federal  judge  yesterday  dismissed  the  state  of 
Washington's  challenge  of  a reservation-wide  liquor  ban  imposed  in 
September  by  the  Yakama  Nation. 

The  state  filed  suit  shortly  after  the  ban  took  effect  Sept.  16, 
seeking  to  prevent  enforcement  against  non-Indians. 

The  1.2-million-acre  southcentral  Washington  reservation  is  a 
patchwork  of  tribal-  and  non-tribal-owned  land. 

U.S.  District  Dudge  Robert  Whaley  granted  a motion  for  dismissal 
that  was  filed  last  week  on  behalf  of  Yakama  Nation  Chief  Tribal 
Dudge  Rory  Flintknife,  one  of  three  defendants  named  in  the  state 
case. 

Enforcement  was  not  to  begin  until  Ian.  4,  and  Flintknife' s lawyer 
had  argued  that  the  state  challenge  was  premature. 

Spokesman  Gary  Larson  in  the  office  of  state  Attorney  General 
Christine  Gregoire  said  no  decision  had  been  made  on  the  next  step. 

"It  depends  on  what  happens,"  he  said. 

Larson  said  Whaley's  action  was  based  on  the  tribe's  assurances 
that  it  did  not  plan  to  enforce  the  ban  on  non-tribal  members. 

Tribal  officials  were  in  a meeting  and  could  not  immediately  be 
reached  for  comment  on  the  court  action. 

Larson  said  the  ruling  "did  not  reach  the  ultimate  legal  question 
of  whether  the  tribe  has  the  right"  to  enforce  its  ban  against  non- 
tribal  members. 

The  Tribal  Council  approved  the  ban  last  spring  in  a bid  to  fight 
alcoholism  on  the  reservation. 


Assistant  Attorney  General  Derry  Ackerman  told  Whaley  in  September 
that  the  state  was  forced  to  sue  Flintknife,  Tribal  Chairman  Lonnie 
Selam  and  tribal  Police  Commander  Donathan  Whitefoot  because  of  the 
tribe's  "steadfast  refusal"  to  tell  the  state  how  it  planned  to 
enforce  the  resolution. 

Whaley's  11-page  ruling  said  the  court  lacked  jurisdiction  over 
the  individuals  named  in  the  state  lawsuit  because  the  state  did  not 
allege  they  were  acting  beyond  the  scope  of  their  authority  as 
officials  of  the  Yakama  Nation. 

If  they  were  acting  within  their  authority,  he  wrote,  "then  they 
are  protected  by  the  Yakama  Nation's  sovereign  immunity." 

And  even  if  the  court  had  personal  jurisdiction,  he  said,  the  case 
was  "not  ripe  for  adjudication"  because  none  of  the  defendants  had 
acted  to  impose  the  ban. 

He  said  the  state  could  refile  its  lawsuit  when  the  jurisdictional 
problem  had  been  resolved  and  "when  the  matter  becomes  ripe." 

Whaley  said  the  essence  of  the  state  complaint  is  that  the  Yakama 
Nation  has  no  right  to  enforce  the  ban  against  nonmembers  on 
privately  owned  fee  land  within  reservation  boundaries. 

While  the  ban  might  be  enforced  by  individuals,  "this  is  the 
action  of  the  nation,"  Whaley  wrote.  "The  state  cannot  avoid  the 
doctrine  of  sovereign  immunity  by  nominally  suing  a tribal  officer 
when  the  suit  in  substance  is  against  the  nation." 

He  noted  that  the  state  "had  not  brought  forth  evidence  (or  even 
alleged)  that  the  ordinance  is  likely  to  be  enforced  in  future." 

Whaley  said  the  majority  of  non-tribal  businesses  on  the 
reservation  continue  to  sell  alcohol. 

"The  Yakama  Nation's  generalized  public  statements  are  too 
ambiguous  to  create  a credible  threat  of  enforcement,"  the  judge 
wrote . 

Copyright  (c)  2000  The  Seattle  Times  Company 
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"RE : Sterilization  of  Native  Women"  

Date:  Friday,  December  15,  2000  5:10  PM 

From:  "sumer  mournsalways"  <SumerWCree@juno. com> 

Sub j : Forced  sterilizations  of  native  american  women 

Mailing  List:  Red  Road  Newsletter<TheRedRoadNewsletter-owner@onelist . com> 

From  Mike  Wicks  shared  with  permission~su ' mer 

This  is  a long  piece  to  read,  but  please  read  it  all  the  way  through. 

Some  things  are  explained  in  this  that  might  shed  a little  light  on 
other  things  - like  why  the  Smithsonian  still  has  thousands  of 
NativeAmerican  skulls  taken  from  battlefields  and  robbed  from  graves.  It 
also  spells  out  the  PLANNED  genocide  of  Indian  people. 

Mike 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

Date:  Thu,  14  Dec  2000  15:42:39  EST 
Sub j : Sterilization  of  Native  Women 
From:  Aimfl@aol.com 
Reprise/Forced  Sterilizations 
Sterilization  of  Native  American  Women 
Reviewed  by  Omaha  Master's  Student 
Bruce  E.  Dohansen 

For:  Dose  Barreiro  (editor-in-chief  of  NATIVE  AMERICAS) 

September,  1998 

On  the  phone,  during  long  marches,  occupying  federal  surplus  property,  in 
court  fighting  for  treaty  rights  --  wherever  Indian  activists  gathered 
during  the  "Red  Power"  years  of  the  1970s,  conversation  inevitably  turned 
to  the  number  of  women  who  had  had  their  tubes  tied  or  their  ovaries 
removed  by  the  Indian  Health  Service.  This  was,  I heard  one  woman  joke 
bitterly  at  the  time,  a "fringe  benefit  of  living  in  a domestic,  dependent 
nation . " 


Communication  spurred  by  activism  provoked  a growing  number  of  Native 
American  women  to  piece  together  what  amounted  to  a national  eugenic 
policy,  translated  into  social  reality  by  copious  federal  funding.  (See 
sidebar)  The  American  Indian  Movement  organized  WARN  (Women  of  All  Red 
Nations)  at  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota,  as  Native  women  from  more  than 
thirty  nations  met  and  decided,  among  other  things,  that  "truth  and 
communication  are  among  our  most  valuable  tools  in  the  liberation  of  our 
lands,  people,  and  four-legged  and  winged  creations." 

WARN  and  other  women's  organizations  publicized  the  sterilizations, 
which  were  performed  after  pro-forma  "consent"  of  the  women  being 
sterilized.  The  "consent"  sometimes  was  not  offered  in  the  women's 
language,  following  threats  that  they  would  die  or  lose  their  welfare 
benefits  if  they  had  more  children.  At  least  two  fifteen-year-old  girls 
were  told  they  were  having  their  tonsils  out  before  their  ovaries  were 
removed . 

The  enormity  of  government-funded  sterilization  has  been  compiled  by  a 
masters'  student  in  history,  Sally  Torpy,  at  the  University  of  Nebraska  at 
Omaha.  Her  thesis,  "Endangered  Species:  Native  American  Women's  Struggle 
for  Their  Reproductive  Rights  and  Racial  Identity,  1970s-1990s, " which  was 
defended  during  the  summer  of  1998,  places  the  sterilization  campaign  in 
the  context  of  the  "eugenics"  movement. 

No  one  even  today  knows  exactly  how  many  Native  American  women  were 
sterilized  during  the  1970s.  One  base  for  calculation  is  provided  by  the 
General  Accounting  Office,  whose  study  covered  only  four  of  twelve  IHS 
regions  over  four  years  (1973  through  1976).  Within  those  limits,  3,406 
Indian  women  were  sterilized,  according  to  the  GAO. 

Another  estimate  was  provided  by  Lehman  Brightman,  who  is  Lakota,  and 
who  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  the  issue,  suffering  a libel  suit  by 
doctors  in  the  process.  His  educated  guess  (without  exact  calculations  to 
back  it  up)  is  that  40  per  cent  of  Native  women  and  10  per  cent  of  Native 
men  were  sterilized  during  the  decade.  Brightman  estimates  that  the  total 
number  of  Indian  women  sterilized  during  the  decade  was  between  60,000  and 
70, 000 . 

By  1970,  anecdotal  evidence  of  the  surge  in  sterilization  began  to 
accumulate,  according  to  Torpy's  detailed  account.  For  example,  welfare 
case  workers  in  Apollo,  Pennsylvania  had  removed  Norma  lean  Serena's 
daughter  Lisa,  three  years  of  age,  and  son,  Gary,  age  four,  from  her  home 
before  she  underwent  a tubal  ligation  after  the  birth  of  her  son  Shawn,  in 
1970.  One  day  after  Shawn  was  removed  to  a foster  home,  Serena  signed 
consent  forms  for  the  surgery,  emotionally  battered  by  accusations  of  case 
workers  that  she  was  an  unfit  mother. 

Three  years  later,  with  legal  assistance  from  the  Council  of  Three 
Rivers  Indian  Center  in  Pittsburgh,  Serena  sued  Armstrong  County  for 
return  of  her  children  from  foster  care.  She  also  sued  a number  of  area 
hospitals  for  damages  related  to  her  sterilization.  A jury  found  that  the 
children  had  been  taken  under  false  pretenses  from  Serena,  who  is  of  mixed 
Creek  and  Shawnee  ancestry. 

During  trial,  attorneys  for  Serena  questioned  the  "evidence"  on  which 
welfare  case  workers  had  decided  to  take  her  children  and  recommend  her 
sterilization.  The  main  "problem"  seemed  to  have  been  the  fact  that  black 
friends  of  Serena  visited  her  home,  as  reported  by  anonymous  tipsters  in 
the  neighborhood  who  asserted  fear  for  their  own  children.  While  one 
caseworker  described  Serena's  apartment  as  "dirty  and  unkempt,"  and  her 
children  as  "undernourished  and  dazed,"  unable  to  walk,  speak,  or  hold 
eating  utensils,  a doctor  who  examined  the  children  shortly  afterwards 
found  them  "alert  and  in  good  health."  According  to  Torpy's  account, 

Serena  was  awarded  $17,000  by  a jury,  and  her  children  were  ordered 
released  to  her.  The  Armstrong  County  child  welfare  bureaucracy  stalled 
several  months  before  returning  the  children,  according  to  Torpy's  account, 
and  did  so  only  after  officials  were  confronted  with  a contempt-of-court 
citation . 

Parts  of  Serena's  case  were  not  settled  until  1979,  when  several  doctors 
and  a male  social  worker  were  acquitted  of  having  violated  her  civil 
rights  by  taking  part  in  her  sterilization.  The  key  issue  was  whether  she 
had  given  consent  for  the  operation.  Serena  said  she  could  not  recall 


having  signed  a consent  form;  the  attending  physician  said  he  had 
explained  the  operation  to  Serena  and  that  he  was  convinced  she  understood 
him.  A jury  agreed. 

At  about  the  same  time  that  Serena  had  her  run-in  with  case  workers,  a 
twenty-six  year  old  Native  American  woman  entered  the  office  of  a Los 
Angeles  physician  in  1970  seeking  a "womb  transplant"  because  she  had  been 
having  trouble  getting  pregnant.  The  doctor,  who  never  asked  her  name, 
told  the  woman  she  had  been  the  subject  of  an  hysterectomy,  removal  of  her 
ovaries,  which  cannot  be  reversed.  The  operation  had  been  performed  under 
false  pretenses.  The  woman,  who  was  engaged  to  be  married  and  who  had 
hoped  to  raise  a family  was  "devastated,"  according  to  Torpy. 

The  last  vestiges  of  legally  sanctioned  eugenics  played  out  during  the 
1960s,  when  concern  about  overpopulation  expressed  by  industrial  leaders 
in  the  United  States  (most  notably  by  members  of  the  Rockefeller  family) 
became  official  federal  policy  --  with  massive  spending  to  back  it  up  -- 
under  the  Nixon  administration.  Sterilization  for  the  poor  and  minorities 
was  officially  sanctioned  in  1970,  just  about  the  time  students  were 
killed  at  Kent  and  lackson  State  universities  as  they  protested  expansion 
of  the  Vietnam  War.  Reservation  populations  became  targets  of  a policy 
that  also  was  being  advocated  nationally,  especially  for  poor  and  minority 
women.  In  1969,  the  American  College  of  Obstetricians  and  Gynecologists 
also  had  relaxed  its  own  restrictions  on  sterilizations. 

In  1970,  when  the  IHS  initiated  its  sterilization  campaign  (paid  100  per 
cent  by  federal  funds),  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 
vastly  accelerated  programs  that  paid  90  per  cent  of  the  costs  to 
sterilize  non-Indian  poor  women,  following  enactment  of  the  Family 
Planning  Act  of  1970.  The  rate  of  sterilization  for  women  as  a whole  in 
the  United  States  then  jumped  by  350  per  cent  in  five  years,  according  to 
Torpy's  research. 

Before  1969  (following  Nixon's  election  as  president)  funding  of 
sterilizations  (as  well  as  abortion)  had  been  banned  by  the  federal 
government.  Between  1969  and  1974,  HEW  increased  its  family  planning 
budget  from  $51  million  to  more  than  $250  million,  Torpy  found.  HEW 
records  reveal  that  between  192,000  and  548,000  women  were  sterilized  each 
year  between  1970  and  1977,  compared  to  an  average  of  63,000  a year 
between  1907  and  1964,  a period  which  included  the  zenith  of  the  eugenics 
movement . 

Torpy  reports  that  during  1977  Dr.  R.T.  Ravenholt,  director  of  the 
United  States  Agency  for  International  Development  (office  for  population 
control),  said  that  the  United  States  hoped  to  sterilize  25  per  cent  of 
the  world's  roughly  570  million  fertile  women.  Ravenholt  linked  such 
control  measures  to  the  "...normal  operation  of  U.S.  commercial  interests 
around  the  world."  These  statements  were  published  in  a news  story  in  the 
St.  Louis  Dispatch. 

During  this  wave  of  sterilizations,  no  other  medical  structure  had  the 
captive  clientele  of  the  IHS,  however.  "Native  American  women  represented 
a unique  class  of  victims  among  the  larger  population  that  faced 
sterilization  and  abuses  of  reproductive  rights,"  Tropy  wrote  in  her 
thesis . 

"They  had,  and  continue  to  have,  a dependent  relationship  with  the 
federal  government  which  has  put  them  at  greater  risk..." 

Within  half  a decade,  Indian  Health  Service  doctors  were  sterilizing  so 
many  reservation  women  that,  according  to  Torpy,  one  Native  American  woman 
was  being  sterilized  for  every  seven  babies  born.  IHS  Sterilizations  Were 
the  Last  Gasp  of  Official  Eugenics 

By  the  time  sterilization  reached  its  zenith  of  popularity  in  the  Indian 
Health  Service,  it  was  the  last  official  gasp  of  a century-old 
"scientific"  effort  to  breed  "desirable"  human  traits.  The  pseudo-science 
of  eugenics  was  born  at  a time  when  forced  assimilation  was  the  order  of 
the  day  for  most  Native  Americans,  a time  when  reputable  scientists 
invoked  a Social  Darwinism  that  separated  all  human  societies  into  three 
classes:  civilized  (reserved  for  white  European  orEuropean-derived 
cultures),  "barbarian,"  and  "savage." 

According  to  Sally  Torpy's  master's  thesis,  the  word  "eugenics"  was 
first  used  in  1883  by  an  Englishman,  Sir  Francis  Galton,  a cousin  of 


Charles  Darwin.  Galton  defined  the  word  as  "the  use  of  genetics  to  improve 
the  human  race."  He  was  a recognized  genius  by  the  age  of  eight,  having 
translated  Latin  into  English.  All  through  his  life,  Galton  sought  to 
genetically  perpetuate  intelligence  and  reduce  procreation  by  the 
"mentally  deficient."  His  writings  helped  to  create  a "science  of  race 
improvement . " 

Galton ' s first  priority  was  to  stop  reproduction  by  "imbeciles,  feeble- 
minded persons,  moral  imbeciles,  and  such  inebriates,  epileptics,  deaf, 
and  dumb,  and  blind  persons." 

At  the  same  time  another  pseudo-science,  called  Craniology,  asserted 
that  the  intelligence  of  a race  could  be  measured  by  the  average  size  of  a 
sample  of  skulls.  Predictably,  Nordic  Europeans  were  found  to  have  the 
largest  skulls.  In  this  context,  Torpy  quotes  Edward  Spriggs,  Dr.,  writing 
in  The  Review  of  Law  and  Social  Change.  Spriggs,  writing  in  the  early 
1970s,  called  involuntary  sterilization  "an  unconstitutional  menace  to  the 
poor."  He  also  wrote  that  early  eugenicists  "espoused  the  theory  that  a 
wide  variety  of  individual  maladies  and  even  social  ills,  such  as  poverty, 
were  eugenic  (incurable)  in  nature  and  that  the  best  solution  was 
prevention  by  sterilization." 

Eugenics  was  alternately  prescribed  for  just  about  anyone  deemed  to  be 
retarded,  antisocial  or  otherwise  unfit  to  pass  on  genes  to  future 
generations.  These  theories  often  were  propounded  with  a definite  racial 
cant  in  the  "era  of  the  vanishing  race,"  a time  when  Oswald  Spengler  also 
wrote  that  he  foresaw  the  "decline  of  the  West"  in  a maw  of  multiethnic 
madness.  Schoolchildren  memorized  Rudyard  Kipling's  Gunga  Din,  with  its 
poetic  imagery  of  the  "white  man's  burden."  The  theories  of  Thomas  Malthus, 
a century  old  by  the  time  eugenics  was  born,  were  called  into  the  service 
of  population-control  advocates  who  recalled  Malthus'  dictum  that 
population  grows  geometrically  while  food  supply  increases  only 
arithmetically. 

By  1907,  when  Indiana  enacted  the  first  compulsory  eugenic  sterilization 
law,  eugenicists  generally  fell  into  two  ideological  camps: 

"positive  eugenicists,"  who  believed  that  those  people  with  genes  deemed 
behaviorally  or  racially  superior  should  be  encouraged  to  reproduce. 

"Negative  eugenicists,"  the  category  into  which  the  IHS  campaign  would 
fall,  favored  aggressive  sterilization  of  people  whose  traits  should  not, 
in  their  view,  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  human  gene  pool. 

Eugenics  was  championed  by  the  American  Breeders'  Association  in  the 
early  years  of  the  century.  In  1913,  the  ABA  changed  its  name  to  the 
American  Genetic  Association.  This  "scientific"  association  published  an 
academic  journal,  Journal  of  Heredity,  whose  editor,  Paul  Popenoe, 
popularized  the  idea  of  sterilizing  children  who  (in  Torpy' s words)  "did 
not  show  adequate  improvement  in  their  schooling  by  the  time  of  puberty." 

Eugenic  views  also  were  advanced  by  the  Human  Betterment  Association. 

Eugenic  views  received  support  during  the  1920s  from  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Oliver  Wendall  Holmes,  who  is  quoted  by  Torpy  in  a case  involving 
sterilization : 

It  is  better  for  all  the  world,  if  instead  of  waiting  to  execute 
degenerate  offspring  for  crime  [which  he  seemed  to  assume  to  be 
predictable  and  incurable]  or  to  let  them  starve  for  their  imbecility, 
society  can  prevent  those  who  are  manifestly  unfit  from  continuing  their 
kind . 

If  society  could  require  mandatory  inoculation  for  disease,  said  Justice 
Holmes,  it  could  require  that  certain  person's  fallopian  tubes  be  severed 
or  their  ovaries  removed.  Eugenics  was  most  often  practiced  on  criminals, 
the  mentally  disturbed,  and  the  poor,  many  of  whom  were  non-white.  When 
the  practice  was  aimed  at  certain  ethnic  groups,  including  Native 
Americans,  Spriggs  called  it  "incipient  genocide." 

The  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  which  helped  to  mobilize 
opposition  to  the  sterilization  campaign  as  it  unfolded,  agreed  with 
Spriggs: 

The  United  Nations  Convention  on  Genocide  states  that  imposing  measures 
intended  to  prevent  births  within  a group  of  people... are  acts  of  genocide 
...[such  as]  sterilization  of  women  are  direct  attacks  on  nationhood. 
Sterilization  must  continue  as  a birth-control  choice  for  women,  but  for 


Native  people  it  should  be  seen  in  the  context  of  national  identity. 

If  an  Indian  woman  is  a member  of  a 3,000-member  nation,  sterilization 
has  serious  consequences  for  the  survival  of  [her]  people  as  a whole. 

Holmes'  opinions  popularized  the  practice  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
1920s  and  1930s  in  the  United  States.  The  American  Eugenics  Society 
initially  condoned  sterilization  of  Dews  and  other  "social  undesirables" 
by  Hitler's  regime  in  Germany,  then  reluctantly  distanced  itself  from  Nazi 
practices  after  their  manifest  cruelty  became  known. 

The  effort  to  enact  eugenics  legally  reached  a zenith  by  1930,  by  which 
time  30  states  and  Puerto  Rico  had  passed  laws  requiring  mandatory 
sterilization  for  a great  number  and  variety  of  committed  or  anticipated 
crimes  or  moral  offenses.  Nearly  all  of  the  states  with  such  laws  allowed 
legal  sterilization  of  the  mentally  ill  or  "defective."  In  nineteen  states, 
sterilization  was  legal  for  parents  whose  children  were  thought  likely  to 
experience  "physical,  mental,  or  nervous  disorders."  Six  states  allowed 
operations  to  prevent  childbirth  to  parents  whose  children  might  be 
"socially  inadequate." 

In  Michigan,  sterilization  was  legal  for  anyone  deemed  "criminally 
insane."  Eleven  states  allowed  sterilization  of  epileptics.  Seven  states 
allowed  sterilization  of  habitual  criminals,  and  two  (Washington  and 
Wisconsin)  could  sterilize  "nonhabitual  criminals."  In  Iowa,  a person  who 
was  deemed  to  be  a "menace  to  society"  might  be  placed  under  orders  to 
lose  his  or  her  reproductive  rights.  Also  in  Iowa,  as  well  as  South 
Carolina,  a case  of  syphilis  could  earn  a court  order  for  sterilization, 
and  in  California,  Iowa,  and  Michigan  "moral  degeneracy"  was  enough  Five 
states  prescribed  sterilization  for  "sexual  deviants  or  perverts."  A sixth 
state.  South  Dakota,  allowed  sterilization  for  "perverted  or  abnormal 
mentality. " 

Other  laws  prescribed  compulsory  sterilization  for  drug  addicts  and 
prostitutes . 

The  state  sterilization  laws  were  held  to  be  unconstitutional  for  the 
general  population  under  the  Bill  of  Rights  (prohibiting  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment)  before  the  same  practices  came  into  vogue  within  the  federal 
Indian-management  bureaucracy. 

Outside  of  very  occasional,  anecdotal  reports  in  a few  major  newspapers, 
the  mainstream  media  generally  ignored  the  wave  of  sterilizations  as  it 
was  happening.  The  first  large-audience,  detailed  description  of  the 
sterilizations  was  published  not  in  the  United  States,  but  in  Germany. 

Torpy  tapped  sources  of  information  in  small,  specialized  (often  leftist 
or  health-related)  journals  of  opinion  that,  taken  together,  sketch  a 
history  of  the  sterilization  campaign.  She  credits  Brightman  and  the 
International  Indian  Treaty  Council  and  others,  including  Constance 
Redbird  Pinkerton-Uri,  for  keeping  the  issue  alive  enough  to  spark  the 
interest  of  Senator  Dames  Abourezk  of  South  Dakota,  which  led  to  a General 
Accounting  Office  report  and  congressional  oversight  hearings  that 
eventually  curbed  the  practice. 

By  1974,  some  IHS  doctors  who  were  critical  of  the  sterilizations  began 
investigating  on  their  own.  Pinkerton-Uri , a physician  and  law  student  who 
is  Choctaw  and  Cherokee,  started  her  own  inquiry  after  complaints  were 
lodged  by  Native  patients  against  the  Claremore,  Oklahoma,  IHS  hospital. 

Taking  publicity  about  the  Serena  cases  and  what  she  had  found  at 
Claremore,  along  with  other  pieces  of  evidence,  Pinkerton-Uri  began 
calling  Senator  Abourezk's  office.  The  office  also  had  received  inquiries 
from  Charlie  McCarthy,  an  IHS  employee  in  Albuquerque,  regarding 
sterilizations  of  Native  American  women. 

Torpy  followed  the  trail  of  Abourezk's  investigation,  beginning  with  an 
intern  in  his  office,  Doan  Adams,  who  took  the  initiative  to  investigate 
whether  Native  women  were  being  sterilized  "without  their  consent  and 
under  duress."  This  preliminary  investigation  convinced  Adams  (and,  later. 
Senator  Abourezk)  that  further  study  was  needed.  Abourezk,  using  Adams' 
research,  then  called  for  a GAO  investigation. 

Torpy  describes  the  findings  of  the  GAO  report,  which  surveyed  IHS 
records  in  four  of  twelve  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  regions:  Albuquerque, 
Phoenix,  Oklahoma  City,  and  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota.  The  study  covered  only 
46  months,  between  1973  and  1976.  (As  of  1977,  the  IHS  operated  51 


hospitals  and  86  health  centers  or  clinics.)  Within  this  sample,  the  GAO 
found  evidence  that  the  IHS  or  its  contractors  had  sterilized  3,406  women, 
3,001  of  them  of  child-bearing  age  (15  to  44  years). 

Since  the  GAO  study  did  not  even  begin  to  arrive  at  a total  number  of 
sterilizations,  opponents  of  the  practice  looked  at  the  data  in  another 
way,  as  a percentage  of  the  women  of  child-bearing  age  in  each  examined 
area  who  were  sterilized.  In  Oklahoma,  using  the  GAO  study's  numbers,  1, 

761  of  roughly  17,000  women  of  child-bearing  age  were  sterilized.  In 
Phoenix,  the  number  was  lower,  78  of  8,000;  in  Aberdeen,  the  figure  was 
740  of  9,000.  They  began  to  make  a case  that,  with  only  100,000  fertile 
Native  women  of  child-bearing  age  in  the  United  States,  the  sterilizations 
were  putting  a significant  dent  in  the  gene  pools  of  many  individual 
Native  American  nations. 

Regarding  the  threat  to  the  Native  American  gene  pool,  Torpy  quotes  Ms. 
Pinkerton-Uri : 

A 200  million  population  could  support  voluntary  sterilization  and 
survive,  but  for  Native  Americans  it  cannot  be  a preferred  method  of  birth 
control.  While  other  minorities  might  have  a gene  pool  in  Africa  or  Asia, 
Native  Americans  do  not;  when  we  are  gone,  that's  it. 

At  times,  the  battle  over  sterilization  became  localized  and  quite 
heated.  In  response  to  Pinkerton-Uri ' s charges  at  the  Claremore  Hospital, 
physicians  threatened  to  close  the  facility.  "In  response,"  writes  Torpy, 
"an  unidentified  group  of  Native  Americans  pitched  a tipi  on  the  hospital 
lawn  alongside  the  American  Indian  Movement  flag." 

By  the  mid-to-late  1970s,  the  sterilization  program  was  well  known  on 
the  Native  movement  circuit.  By  1974,  Akwesasne  Notes  was  carrying  reports 
describing  sterilizations,  and  Native  American  women's  attempts  to 
mobilize  against  them.  As  a Ph.D.  student  in  Seattle  who  had  become 
involved  in  Native  American  issues  (beginning  with  fishing  rights),  I 
requested  an  airing  of  the  sterilization  program  in  The  Nation,  the 
magazine  that,  in  1977,  had  allowed  me  a forum  to  present  the  first 
nationally  published  account  of  Leonard  Peltier's  case.  An  editor  at  The 
Nation  told  me  the  magazine  would  publish  the  story  only  if  I could  supply 
a written  statement  from  the  IHS  that  genocide  was  its  policy.  No 
statement,  the  editor  said,  no  story.  I was  unable  to  find  such  a tidy 
admission,  although  I could  see  a wave  of  sterilizations  as  I combined  the 
GAO  report's  findings  with  case-study  materials  from  my  files. 

By  1977,  a class  action  suit  had  been  initiated  by  three  Montana  Native 
American  women.  The  names  of  the  three  Northern  Cheyenne  women  who  filed 
the  class  action  suit  were  not  released  publicly  out  of  fear  that  they 
would  be  condemned  by  other  Cheyennes.  The  class-action  suit  never  went  to 
court,  and  never  directly  affected  anyone  other  than  the  three  claimants. 
Attorneys  for  the  defendants  approached  the  women's  attorneys  and  offered 
a cash  settlement  on  condition  that  the  case  remain  sealed.  The  women 
accepted  the  settlement. 

At  about  the  same  time,  Marie  Sanchez,  the  Northern  Cheyennes'  chief 
tribal  judge,  conducted  her  own  informal  poll,  and  found  that  at  least  30 
women  she  contacted  had  been  sterilized  between  1973  and  1976.  It  was 
Sanchez  who  found  two  fifteen  year  old  girls  who  said  that  they  had  been 
told  they  were  having  their  tonsils  out,  only  to  emerge  from  a local  IHS 
hospital  without  their  ovaries. 

Torpy' s account  brings  what  became  a general  pattern  down  to  a personal 
level : 

Another  woman  who  had  complained  to  a hysician  about  migraine  headaches 
was  told  that  her  condition  was  a female  problem,  and  was  advised  that  a 
hysterectomy  would  alleviate  the  problem.  Her  headaches  continued,  however, 
until  she  was  diagnosed  with  a brain  tumor. 

Also  during  1977,  the  American  Indian  Policy  review  Commission  found  the 
IHS  lacking  adequate  policies,  appropriations,  delivery  services,  and 
oversight  for  provision  of  health  services  to  Native  Americans.  Even  in 
1977,  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  on  Indian  reservations  was  three  times 
that  of  the  general  population  in  the  United  States;  the  tuberculosis  rate 
was  still  eight  times  as  high,  the  average  life  span  of  a Native  American 
living  on  a reservation  was  47  years,  compared  with  almost  71  years  in  the 
general  population.  The  IHS  seemed  to  be  short  of  personnel  and  equipment 


to  treat  many  things,  but  the  agency  always  seemed  to  have  enough  doctors, 
nurses,  equipment,  and  money  to  tie  fallopian  tubes  and  remove  ovaries. 

By  the  late  1970s,  sterilizations  continued  at  some  IHS  hospitals 
despite  protests  and  suits.  Brightman  visited  Claremore's  IHS  facility  for 
six  months  during  late  1978  and  early  1979,  collecting  records  for  six 
months,  and  found  evidence  of  81  sterilizations.  Brightman  later  related 
his  findings  as  part  of  a speech  on  the  U.S.  Capitol  steps  which  was 
recorded  and  played  for  some  of  Claremore's  nurses,  who,  according  to 
Torpy,  "validated  that  sterilizations  were  occurring  and  with  greater 
frequency. " 

Many  Native  women  looked  at  the  battle  against  sterilization  as  part  of 
a broader,  older,  struggle  to  retain  their  families  in  a culturally 
appropriate  context.  The  battle  against  sterilizations  brought  back 
memories  of  having  children  taken  from  their  homes,  beginning  with  the 
establishment  of  Carlisle  School  in  1879,  to  face  a gauntlet  of  forced 
assimilation  in  a factory  model  of  education.  In  1977,  roughly  a third  of 
reservation  children  were  still  attending  the  same  system  of  boarding 
schools  that  had  become  a principal  part  of  the  assimilative  model  a 
century  earlier.  In  1973,  33,672  Native  American  children  lived  in  federal 
boarding  schools  rather  than  at  home,  according  to  statistics  compiled  by 
Torpy . 

Many  women  also  were  reminded  of  the  many  Native  children  taken  for 
foster  care  by  non-Indians.  In  the  middle  1970s,  the  proportion  of  Indian 
children  placed  in  foster  care  in  Western  states  (compared  to  the  general 
population)  ranged  from  640  per  cent,  in  Idaho,  to  2,000  per  cent,  in 
North  Dakota.  This  disparity  was  diminished  (but  not  eliminated)  by 
legislative  measures  beginning  about  1980  which  demanded  that  social 
workers  appreciate  Native  ways  of  raising  children  instead  of  assuming 
that  they  were  evidence  of  lack  of  parenting  skills  by  Anglo-American, 
middle-class  standards. 

On  many  reservations  today,  Indian  midwives  or  nurses  advise  women  on 
whether  sterilization  is  appropriate.  The  number  of  births  to  Indian  women 
had  risen  to  45,871  in  1988,  compared  with  27,542  in  1975,  according  to 
census  records  cited  in  Torpy' s thesis. 

Even  though  the  cruder  abuses  of  the  sterilization  wave  in  the  1970s 
seem  to  have  abated,  "Even  today,"  writes  Torpy,  "there  remains  a need  for 
constant  and  close  surveillance  over  physicians  and  health  facilities  and 
health  facilities  so  that  all  poor  women  and  women  of  color  are  allowed  to 
make  their  own  reproductive  choices." 

International  sterilization  anecdotes 

While  developing  information  about  the  impact  of  sterilization  on  Native 
American  women  in  the  United  States,  anecdotes  popped  up  from  time  to  time 
which  indicate  that  sterilization  is  far  from  dead  as  a eugenic 
prescription  for  the  elimination  of  Native  opulations  in  Latin  America. 

Christina  Lamb  reported  in  the  London  Sunday  Telegraph  September  13  that 
a politician  in  northeastern  Brazil  is  using  sterilization  of  a 
diminishing  Native  tribe  to  garner  votes  among  non-Indian  Brazilians  who 
have  taken  much  of  (and  want  more  of)  their  land. 

At  least  eighty  indigenous  women  of  the  Pataxuh-he  band  in  the  Brazilian 
state  of  Bahia  have  been  sterilized  by  Ronald  Lavigne,  who  is  a medical 
doctor  as  well  as  a politician.  Lavigne  offers  sterilization  to  women  (who 
cannot  get  other  types  of  birth  control)  every  time  he  runs  for  office. 
Some  women  have  complained  after  the  fact  that  the  finality  of  tube-tying 
was  not  explained  to  them. 

Lamb  reports  that  many  of  the  operations  were  undertaken  on  women 
desperate  to  reduce  the  size  of  their  families  because  many  children  in 
the  area  die  of  malnutrition. 

"This  is  genocide,"  Lamb  reported  Roberto  Liebgott,  an  activist  with 
native  peoples  in  Bahia,  to  have  said.  In  some  villages,  every  woman  of 
child-bearing  age  has  been  sterilized,  leading  to  the  probable  demise  of 
entire  peoples  in  a generation  or  two. 

For  Lavigne,  sterilizations  are  paid  back  at  the  ballot  box,  where  a 
study  by  the  Brazilian  Congress  estimates  that  the  candidate  snags  between 
seven  and  25  extra  votes  for  each  operation  from  land  owners,  many  of  them 
recent  immigrants,  who  fully  understand  their  stake  in  reducing  Native 


populations  in  the  area.  Within  a few  years,  Pataxuh-he  land  holdings  have 
been  reduced  from  50,000  to  20,000  hectares,  according  to  Lamb.  Lavigne  is 
a leading  figure  in  Brazil's  right-wing  Liberal  Front,  the  party  favored 
by  new  rich  landowners  in  the  Amazon  Basin. 

Blood  also  has  been  spilled  over  the  immigrants  insistence  that  the 
land's  original  inhabitants  will  not  challenge  their  title.  Last  year,  a 
local  leader  took  his  peoples'  complaints  to  Brasilia,  the  federal  capital. 

Galdino  Desus  dos  Santos  was  jumped  by  a gang  of  youths  at  a bus  stop  in 
the  capital.  They  beat  him,  then  dumped  gasoline  over  his  bruised, 
battered  body  and  lit  a match. 

Far  from  Brasilia,  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  medical  personnel  at  local 
clinics  caring  for  an  influx  of  Mexican  and  other  Latin  American 
immigrants  say  that  many  women  come  to  them  complaining  of  having  trouble 
getting  pregnant.  The  Omaha  care-givers  are  left  to  tell  the  women,  many 
of  whom  are  of  Mexican  Indian  ancestry,  that  they  have  been  sterilized  or 
implanted  with  IUDs  by  Mexican  doctors.  Most  of  the  women  express  surprise 
at  this,  to  put  it  mildly,  indicating  that  any  form  of  consent  they  may 
have  been  given  was  not  comprehended. 

The  flood  of  immigration  to  Omaha  has  been  caused  by  a vibrant  labor 
market  (state  unemployment  is  under  2 per  cent)  and  economic  hardship  from 
the  Rio  Grande  southward.  The  influx  is  so  large  that  local  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  officials  estimate  that  a quarter  of  the 
workers  in  Nebraska's  meat-packing  plants  are  udocumented.  The  INS  has  set 
up  a special  program,  "Operation  Prime  Beef,"  to  catch  them. 
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In  Yellowstone,  invisible  cages  hem  in  buffalo 
By  ANDREA  BARNETT 
The  Billings  Outpost 

There's  an  inside  joke  in  these  parts  that  Yellowstone  bison  have  a thing 
for  French  photographers.  My  friend,  the  grizzly  expert  Doug  Peacock, 
calls  it  a weird  twist  on  dwarf  tossing,  this  propensity  of  bison  to  spear 
and  fling  men  with  names  like  Dacques  and  Pierre.  Now,  this  is  not  a hard 
and  fast  rule.  The  most  recent  casualty  was  an  elderly  Australian  who 
couldn't  scamper  off  a boardwalk  at  Old  Faithful  fast  enough  when  a bull 
charged  last  Duly.  In  another,  more  bizarre  story  making  the  rounds,  a 
tourist  (nationality  unknown)  wanted  a video  made  of  himself  playing 
bullfighter.  Toro  trampled  the  idiot,  of  course.  Bison  are  wild  animals. 

But  within  the  pages  of  a management  plan  released  in  September,  park 
officials  have  cast  themselves  in  the  role  of  rancher/zookeeper . Linder  the 


guise  of  stopping  Montana's  annual  bison  slaughter,  the  agency  proposes  a 
broad  series  of  heavy-handed  management  techniques,  tight  controls  that 
are  designed  to  please  the  human  political  factions  but  that  treat  the 
bison  like  an  inconvenient  herd  of  livestock. 

In  brief,  bison  will  be  allowed  to  wander  out  of  the  park  in  the  winter, 
but  have  to  return  45  days  before  the  first  cattle  move  in  each  spring. 
Since  bison  don't  carry  pocket  calendars,  the  park  will  help  out  with  an 
aggressive  hazing  program.  In  the  past,  this  has  meant  shooing  the  animals 
back  in  with  snowmobiles  and  firecracker  rounds. 

Meanwhile,  all  that  test  positive  for  brucellosis  - a disease  brought  to 
this  continent  by  cattle  from  Europe,  and  carried  by  buffalo  and  elk  - 
will  be  killed.  Even  the  healthy  risk  quarantine  and  slaughter  if  they 
don't  move  fast  enough.  Pregnant  females  get  the  brunt  of  the  deal:  They 
will  all  be  radio  collared  and  outfitted  with  "vaginal  transmitters, " so 
the  park  can  track  down  potentially  diseased  birthing  material.  (There  has 
never  been,  it  should  be  noted,  a documented  case  of  brucellosis 
transmission  from  bison  to  cattle  in  the  wild.)  Bison  advocates  are  not 
pleased.  The  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition,  a fairly  moderate  group  of 
environmentalists  based  in  Bozeman,  was  hoping  for  a compromise. 

"We  were  looking  for  more  of  a balance  between  livestock  and  wildlife 
interests,"  spokesman  Michael  Scott  says.  "But  the  state  of  Montana  has 
insisted  on  such  intrusive  control  measures  that  what  we  will  have  is  a 
ranched  population."  Gov.  Marc  Racicot's  petulant  refusal  to  bend  on  the 
issue  of  letting  park  bison  cross  state  lines  has  unquestionably  fueled 
the  controversy.  Yet  this  plan  can't  be  blamed  entirely  on  Montana.  The 
park  has  been  headed  in  this  direction  for  a long  time.  Piece  by  piece, 
the  agency  has  been  constructing  what  amount  to  invisible  cages;  like  the 
power  line  hidden  just  out  of  camera  view  in  the  backcountry  of  Hayden 
Valley,  officials  use  science  to  create  the  illusion  of  wildness  for 
tourists,  while  exerting  minute  control  over  the  animals  themselves.  Not 
content  to  let  reintroduced  wolves  live  in  peace,  biologists  track  down 
successive  generations  of  pups  born  wild  and  eventually  fit  them  with 
radio  collars.  This  is  not  specific  to  Yellowstone:  In  New  Mexico,  wolf 
packs  are  dropped  in  and  out  of  the  Gila  Wilderness,  moved  according  to 
convenience  and  threats  from  gun-packing,  wolf -hating  locals.  There  are  an 
estimated  380  grizzly  bears,  wolves,  coyotes,  elk,  sheep,  bison  and 
antelope  wearing  radio  collars  in  the  Yellowstone  Ecosystem.  This  doesn't 
count  the  animals  tagged,  tattooed  and  otherwise  handled,  hazed  and  marked 
for  identification.  While  not  universal  among  biologists,  it's  behavior 
that  borders  on  the  obsessive,  and  one  upon  which  we  increasingly  rely  to 
solve  our  own  social  and  political  problems.  I'm  waiting  for  the  day  I see 
a marmot  with  a collar,  bleeping  out  its  location  to  some  thesis-writing 
"naturalist."  The  late  Paul  Shepard  theorized  that  a species  cannot 
survive  outside  the  conditions  that  gave  rise  to  its  existence.  We  used  to 
depend  on  these  animals  for  our  physical  and  spiritual  lives.  Crow  Chief 
Plenty  Coups  refused  to  speak  of  the  years  after  the  last  wild  bison  herds 
were  gone,  saying,  "When  the  buffalo  went  away  the  hearts  of  my  people 
fell  to  the  ground,  and  they  could  not  lift  them  up  again.  After  this 
nothing  happened." 

Now  we  move  the  descendants  of  the  last  wild  buffalo  about  like  toys, 
like  commodities  that  can  be  priced  in  a market  and  weighed  against  the 
value  of  other  goods  and  services.  And  can  conceive  of  such  things  as 
"vaginal  transmitters."  What  the  Park  Service  misses  in  its  voluminous 
analysis  is  the  intangible  and  invaluable  wildness  of  the  American  buffalo. 
It's  the  inexplicable  quality  that  makes  bison  toss  Frenchmen.  We  haven't 
just  lost  our  sense  of  humor;  we've  lost  the  ability  to  get  the  joke  to 
begin  with. 

Teton  guide  lack  Turner  puts  it  perfectly  in  his  book,  "The  Abstract 
Wild,"  where  he  writes  of  throttling  a man  he  saw  tormenting  a mountain 
lion  in  a zoo  in  India.  Later,  asked  to  leave  town.  Turner  examines  his 
reaction.  "I  did  not  want  to  leave,  I wanted  an  AK-47.  I wanted  to  go  back 
to  the  zoo  and  kill  people  ...  . "The  heart  does  have  its  reasons  which 
the  reason  cannot  understand." 
c.  The  Billings  Outpost 
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Gover  steps  out  of  recognition  decision 
DECEMBER  14,  2000 

Adding  yet  another  delay  to  the  potential  federal  recognition  of  two 
Nipmuc  Tribes,  Kevin  Gover  on  Wednesday  recused  himself  from  the  decision 
making  process. 

The  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  had  been  prepared  to  issue 
preliminary  findings  on  the  two  Massachusetts-based  tribes  on  Friday.  An 
original  ruling  had  been  expected  on  November  30,  but  was  held  up  due  to 
an  internal  review  at  the  Department  of  Interior. 

Yesterday,  Gover  added  to  their  wait  by  stepping  out  of  the  process 
because  he  may  work  for  a law  firm  with  connections  to  one  of  the  tribes. 
Gover  plans  on  leaving  the  Bureau  before  the  inauguration  of  Texas 
Governor  George  W.  Bush  and  may  return  to  his  previous  career  as  an  Indian 
law  practitioner . 

Gover  has  recused  himself  on  similar  grounds  in  the  past.  Before  he 
entered  the  BIA  in  1997,  he  provided  legal  representation  for  the  Golden 
Hill  Paugussett  Tribe,  a state-recognized  Connecticut  tribe  who  have  been 
seeking  federal  acknowledgment  since  1982. 

But  two  of  the  most  controversial  decisions  Gover  made  this  year  also 
have  had  some  calling  for  him  to  recuse  himself.  Officials  in  Connecticut 
believe  his  decision  to  extend  preliminary  recognition  to  the  Eastern 
Pequot  and  Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequot  Tribes  paves  the  way  for  a positive 
review  of  the  Paugussett  Tribe. 

Since  the  BIA  denied  the  tribe  recognition  three  times,  they  charge  that 
Gover  is  using  his  position  to  advocate  for  his  former  client.  The 
Department  of  Interior,  however,  has  said  Gover  won't  recuse  himself  from 
the  Pequot  decision.  A public  comment  period  on  the  two  tribes  ends  in 
March . 

The  Nipmuc  Tribe  filed  its  intent  to  petition  for  federal  acknowledgment 
in  1980.  But  the  Chaubunagungamaug  band  split  off  from  the  tribe  in  1996. 

The  Bureau  is  evaluating  its  petition  and  the  Flassanamisco  band  separately 
and  may  choose  to  recognize  one,  neither,  or  both. 

Copyright  c.  Indianz. Com  2000. 
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Opponents  of  tribes  many 
DECEMBER  12,  2000 

As  the  stakes  are  raised  in  the  gamble  for  federal  recognition,  the 
enemies  of  tribes  seeking  acknowledgment  are  many,  ranging  from  local 
opposition  to  other  tribes,  both  recognized  and  non-recognized. 

In  their  continuing  series  on  Indian  gaming  and  related  issues,  a Boston 
Globe  report  today  looks  at  a researcher  who  has  provided  reports  on  the 


genealogy  of  several  Connecticut  tribes,  including  the  Golden  Hill 
Paugussett  Tribe  and  two  Eastern  Pequot  Tribes. 

While  the  paper  calls  researcher  lames  Lynch  a man  who  "debunks  tribes," 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  raised  questions  on  the  validity  of  some 
of  the  evidence  he  has  provided. 

At  an  August  meeting  discussing  the  recognition  petitions  of  the  Eastern 
Pequot  and  Paucatuck  Eastern  Pequot  Tribes,  a lead  BIA  researcher  said  she 
could  not  rely  on  a genealoty  report  Lynch  prepared  for  three  towns  who 
oppose  the  tribes.  She  said  she  researched  some  of  the  claims  herself  and 
found  misrepresentations . 

The  paper  does  not  report  if  Lynch  responded  to  those  criticisms,  or 
those  made  by  others.  Nevertheless,  Quiet  Hawk  of  the  Golden  Hill 
Paugussett  Tribe  tells  the  Boston  Globe  that  a Lynch  report  was  responsible 
for  the  tribe's  denial  of  recognition.  The  BIA  is  reconsidering  that 
decision,  however. 

In  a separate  article,  the  Globe  briefly  looks  at  the  debate  on  the 
genealogy  of  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribal  Nation.  A third  article  is  an 
overview  of  the  federal  recognition  guidelines. 
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Federal  recognition  an  unresolved  issue 
By  Brian  Stockes 
Today  staff 
Washington  Bureau 

WASHINGTON  - As  the  Congressional  session  winds  down  and  representatives 
and  senators  gather  for  a lame  duck  session,  tribal  recognition  and  the 
way  the  federal  government  deems  a tribe  eligible  for  federal 
acknowledgment  looms  as  an  unresolved  issue. 

Tribal  groups  continue  to  file  for  recognition  with  the  BIA  and  push  for 
legislation,  while  Congress  and  the  administration  continue  to  languish 
over  a new  procedure  for  federal  acknowledgment. 

The  Indian  Federal  Recognition  Administrative  Procedures  Act  (S.  611), 
awaits  passage  in  the  waning  hours  of  the  106th  Congress  with  many  tribal 
groups  waiting  for  recognition.  The  bill  seeks  to  replace  current  criteria 
and  standards  for  acknowledgment  used  by  the  Department  of  Interior  with 
new  procedures  mandated  through  legislation. 

Not  only  would  the  bill  replace  existing  criteria  , but  it  would  also 
establish  an  independent  commission  to  "review  and  act  upon  petitions 
submitted  by  Indian  groups  that  apply  for  federal  recognition."  If  this 
legislation  were  to  become  law,  a new  body,  outside  the  BIA  would  have  the 
authority  to  recommend  acknowledgment. 

Currently  the  Branch  of  Acknowledgment  and  Research,  established  under 
regulations  in  1978,  is  charged  with  reviewing  and  evaluating  petitions 
for  acknowledgment,  and  providing  reports  and  recommendations  to  the 
assistant  secretary  for  Indian  affairs.  The  assistant  secretary  then 
provides  recommendations  to  the  secretary  of  Interior  for  final 
determination . 

This  process  has  come  under  fire  over  the  past  several  years  by  those 
applying  for  recognition,  members  of  Congress,  and  tribes  which  are 
already  recognized  by  the  federal  government. 

Criticism  of  the  current  process  ranged  from  problems  with  standards 
used  in  meeting  the  recognition  criteria,  to  the  ability  of  the  BIA  to 
objectively  make  a determination  regarding  acknowledgment.  Under  its 
regulations,  the  BIA  bases  its  decisions  on  whether  an  applicant  meets 


seven  criteria:  1)  the  identification  of  the  petitioner  as  Indian  from 
historical  times;  2)  demonstration  of  a community  from  historical  times; 

3)  demonstration  of  political  influence;  4)  evidence  of  a governing 
system;  5)  a list  of  tribal  members;  6)  that  current  members  are  not 
members  of  any  other  tribe;  and  7)  that  the  petitioner  was  not  formally 
terminated  by  the  government. 

"There  are  a number  of  concerns  with  the  department's  recognition 
practice  under  the  acknowledgment  regulations/'  said  Mark  Tilden,  an 
attorney  with  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund.  "Even  before  the  present 
departmental  process  was  established  in  1978,  there  was  doubt  that  the 
Department  and  the  BIA  could  deal  fairly  with  applicants  for  recognition. 
In  addition,  practices  by  the  department  have  shown  a number  of  weaknesses 
in  the  procedures  used  to  review  and  determine  petitions." 

The  department  admits  that  it  has  failed  to  properly  address  current 
problems  within  the  process  and  that  legislation  is  needed,  but  feels  that 
it  should  retain  the  ability  to  provide  recommendations  for  recognition. 

Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  and  sponsor  of  the  bill,  feels  that  legislation  must  be  passed  to 
provide  the  federal  government  the  proper  guidelines  and  criteria  for 
acknowledgment.  Sen.  Campbell  also  says  too  many  tribes  are  attempting  to 
bypass  the  process  by  seeking  recognition  through  Congressional 
legislation . 

From  the  Thomasina  E.  Iordan  Indian  Tribes  of  Virginia  Federal 
Recognition  Act,  to  the  Lower  Muscogee-Creek  Indian  Tribe  of  Georgia 
Recognition  Act,  to  the  Swan  Creek  Black  River  Confederated  Ojibwa  Tribes 
of  Michigan  Act,  groups  from  all  over  the  country  are  standing  in  line  to 
be  recognized  by  the  federal  government  through  individual  legislative 
measures . 

"We  need  to  get  a handle  on  this  situation,"  Campbell  said.  "I  think 
there  is  a serious  problem  with  the  current  process  which  needs  to  be 
fixed.  Doing  it  one  tribe  at  a time  is  no  way  to  go." 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-18-2000 
Forwarded  by  lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Bill  gives  tribe  separate  status 

By  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

12/17/00 

Federal  legislation  will  give  the  Loyal  Shawnee  Tribe  of  northeastern 
Oklahoma  separate  status  from  the  Cherokee  Nation  for  the  first  time  since 
a treaty  grouped  them  more  than  a century  ago. 

A provision  from  Sen.  lim  Inhofe,  R-Okla.,  in  the  Omnibus  Indian 
Advancement  Act  granted  the  Loyal  Shawnee  Tribe  a measure  of  separation. 
The  act  awaits  President  Clinton's  approval. 

The  move  is  symbolic,  said  Dan  Barron,  legislative  assistant  to  Inhofe. 

"The  bill  doesn't  create  any  new  Indians,  it  doesn't  add  any  new 
sovereignty  in  eastern  Oklahoma,"  he  said. 

The  Cherokees  will  continue  to  administer  federally  funded  health  care, 
housing  and  educational  programs  for  both  and  oversee  tribal  regulation 
and  law  enforcement  in  the  14-county  region  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

The  Loyal  Shawnees  could  administer  federal  funds  for  their  members  if 
the  Cherokee  Nation  consents,  said  David  Mullon,  associate  general  counsel 
for  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

A representative  of  the  Loyal  Shawnee  Tribe  was  not  immediately 
available  for  comment  Friday. 

"RE;  California  Tribes  Benefit  from  Federal  Legislation"  


Date:  Wed,  13  Dec  2000  09:35:38  EST 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy . org> 


Sub j : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

f ilename="RANCHERIAS" 

Published:  Wednesday,  December  13,  2000  at  7:36:  AM 
California  Indian  tribes  benefit  from  federal  legislation 
WASHINGTON  (AP)  --  Legislation  that  would  grant  a Northern 
California  Indian  tribe  federal  recognition  and  put  land  in  trust  for 
several  other  tribes  has  won  Senate  approval. 

The  bill,  passed  Monday  and  expected  to  get  President  Clinton's 
signature,  would  recognize  the  Federated  Indians  of  Graton 
Rancheria,  also  known  as  the  Coastal  Miwok  tribe. 

That  would  let  the  U.S.  government  hold  land  in  trust  for  members  as 
a reservation  and  make  it  easier  to  rebury  ancestral  remains. 

Congress  stripped  the  tribe  of  its  federal  recognition  in  1958  in  an 
effort  to  assimilate  members  into  American  society.  The  policy 
scattered  the  tribe's  members,  about  370  of  whom  survive. 

The  tribe's  homeland  includes  Bodega,  Tomales  and  Marshall  in 
Marin  County  and  Sebastopol  in  Sonoma  County. 

The  bill's  initial  version  would  have  prevented  the  tribe  from  having 
a casino  on  reclaimed  land.  Tribal  members  are  not  seeking  a 
casino,  but  the  Senate  removed  that  prohibition  to  avoid  setting  a 
precedent  for  other  tribes. 

The  bill  would  put  land  into  federal  trust  for  several  tribes,  including: 
--562  acres  for  the  Pit  River  Tribe. 

--200  acres  for  the  Fort  Independence  Band  of  Paiute  Indians. 

--5  acres  for  the  Barona  Group  of  Capitan  Grande  Band  of  Mission  Indians. 
--1,360  acres  for  the  Cuyapaipe  Band  of  Mission  Indians. 

--1,000  acres  for  the  Manzanita  Band  of  Mission  Indians. 

--40  acres  for  the  Morongo  Band  of  Mission  Indians. 

--59  acres  for  the  Pala  Band  of  Mission  Indians. 

--299  acres  for  the  Fort  Bidwell  Community  of  Paiute  Indians, 
c.  2000  Modesto  Bee 

- — "RE:  Townsend  TN  More  Than  Expected"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Dec  2000  15:47:59  -0600 
From:  mis  <tusweca@twlakes . net> 

Sub j : Townsend  TN  More  than  expected 

Townsend  dig  unearths  far  more  artifacts  than  expected  - 12/11/00 
By  Iva  Butler  of  The  Daily  Times  Staff 

The  archaeological  dig  in  Townsend  has  uncovered  more  than  archaeologist 
ever  thought  possible  in  what  appears  to  have  been  the  equivalent  of 
Native  American  suburbia. 

The  dig,  which  began  March  1,  is  scheduled  to  end  Dec.  31  so  Tennessee 
Department  of  Transportation  contractors  can  begin  work  in  the  area  of  the 
archaeological  finds.  The  road  work  will  involve  four-  and  five-laning 
East  Lamar  Alexander  Parkway  (U.S.  321)  and  Tenn.  73  from  Kinzel  Springs 
to  the  boundary  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park.  "There  is  much 
more  archaeology  out  there  then  we  ever  anticipated  finding, " said 
Charles"Chuck"  Bentz,  head  of  the  University  of  Tennessee  Center  for 
Transportation  Research,  the  group  contracted  by  TDOT  to  the 
archaeological  work. 

Since  the  project  is  80  percent  federally  funded,  TDOT  must  do  the 
archaeological  data  recovery  before  it  can  continue  in  accordance  with 
federal  law.  Bentz  called  Townsend  "the  suburbs  in  terms  of  Cherokee  towns 
" While  there  was  one  big  Cherokee  town,  called  Ellejoy,  at  the  site  of 
the  Davis  farm  off  Old  Walland  Highway,  the  big  towns  of  the  Overhill 
Cherokee  were  on  the  Little  Tennessee  River  --  towns  with  names  like 
Tanasi,  Tomotley,  Chotah,  Toqua  and  Tallassee.  Some  of  these  towns  were 
near  where  the  famed  Sequoyah  was  born,  the  well-traveled  man  who  came  up 
with  the  Cherokee  alphabet. 

"There  could  also  be  unknown  Cherokee  towns  as  big  as  Ellejoy  in  the 
Townsend  area.  We  just  don't  know,"  Bentz  said. "Now  we  do  know  there  is  a 


pattern  of  Cherokee  households  throughout  Tuckaleechee  Cove."  The  houses 
were  scattered  up  and  down  Little  River,  taking  advantage  of  the  rich 
bottomland  where  corn  could  flourish. 

This  area  was  not  only  home  to  Cherokee,  but  to  earlier  peoples  we  only 
know  by  what  they  left  behind.  The  Townsend  archaeologists  have  unearthed 
parts  of  stub-stem  pipes,  stone  gorgets  (essentially  what  we  call  pendant 
necklaces)  and  Middle  Woodland  vessels  that  date  back  to  200  to  500  A.D. 
When  settlers  thought  of  forts  they  imagined  a place  of  protection  in 
times  of  Indian  attacks. 

That  idea  is  not  foreign  to  Native  Americans.  During  the  Mississippian 
period,  which  was  around  1100  to  1200  A.D.,  a fortified  area  existed  in 
Townsend  --  the  peaceful  side  of  the  Smokies.  Archaeologists  have 
discovered  posts  left  from  that  fortified  wall,  which  would  have  been 
composed  of  vertical  posts  set  in  the  ground,  woven  with  saplings  to  make 
a solid  wall  and  then  possibly  daubed  over  and  covered  with  mud.  Such 
palisades  are  something  that  can  be  unearthed  all  across  the  Eastern 
United  States  where  early  humans  lived.  The  structures  were  used  for 
protection.  There  were  farmsteads  outside  the  palisaded  area  all  the  way 
up  and  down  Little  River,  Bentz  said.  Between  the  farmsteads  were  what  we 
now  call  gardens  or  farmland,  places  early  humans  grew  corn. 

Not  only  did  the  fortified  areas  provide  protection  in  times  of  attack, 
but  they  also  served  as  "a  safe  place  to  store  corn  from  the  people  across 
the  mountain  who  wanted  to  steal  it  from  them,"  Bentz  said.  Part  of  a 
fortified  area  of  this  type  was  also  discovered  beside  Coulter  Bridge  on 
the  Davis  farm.  Inside  the  Townsend  fortified  area,  which  is  across  from 
Nawger  Nob,  archaeologists  have  found  posts  that  indicate 
public/ceremonial  buildings  were  located  there.  These  served  as  places 
where  council  meetings,  dances  and  other  public  events  could  be  held. 

"This  was  probably  a ceremonial  house  that  was  similar  to  a Cherokee  town 
house  but  much  earlier  in  time,"  Bentz  said. 

The  structures  were  larger  than  the  typical  houses  inside  the  fortified 
area.  Evidence  indicates  there  was  also  open  ground  in  the  middle  where 
the  plaza  was  located,  much  like  the  Late  Mississippian  town  of  Toqua  at 
Vonore.  Town  house  discovered  Archaeologists  also  have  found  a Cherokee 
town  house  that  served  the  purpose  of  a public/ceremonial  building.  It  had 
terraced  benches  around  the  wall  with  a hearth  in  the  middle.  The  land  has 
been  used  by  a multitude  of  peoples  over  time. 

Archaeologists  have  found  an  1800-era  cabin  that  was  either  home  to 
early  pioneers  or  to  the  Cherokee,  which  dates  back  only  a couple  of 
decades  prior  to  the  Cherokee  being  forced  to  move  to  Oklahoma  on  the 
infamous  Trail  of  Tears.  The  cabin,  which  was  15  feet  wide  and  30  feet 
long,  had  a storage  pit.  Stones  from  a former  chimney  had  either  fallen 
into  or  been  used  to  fill  in  the  pit,  which  was  normally  built  near  the 
end  of  the  house.  The  cabin  had  two  rooms,  which  were  about  15  feet  by  15 
feet  each. 

If  Cherokee  inhabited  the  cabin,  it  was  probably  a cross  between  a 
European-American  cabin  and  Cherokee  summer  house.  In  the  house, 
archaeologists  have  discovered  pieces  of  European  blue  shell  pottery, 
parts  of  a stub-stem  pipe,  a stone  gorget,  the  bottom  of  a red  glazed 
crock  and  a faceted-glass  trade  bead. 

In  addition  to  the  artifacts,  archaeologists  have  discovered  24  graves. 
More  graves  may  be  on  the  archaeological  dig  sites  but  remain  undiscovered. 
No  plan  on  what  to  do  about  the  graves  has  been  agreed  upon  between  the 
consulting  parties:  the  Indians  whose  ancestors  formerly  inhabited  the 
region,  and  the  state  and  federal  officials.  The  consulting  parties  are 
the  Eastern  Band  of  the  Cherokee  of  Cherokee,  N.C.,  Chickasaw  Indian 
Nation  of  Oklahoma  and  the  Seminole  Indian  Nation  of  Oklahoma.  The  issue 
of  what  to  do  about  the  graves  must  be  resolved  before  contractors  can 
continue  the  road  widening  in  the  areas  where  the  24  graves  are  located. 

The  Cherokee  did  not  have  cemeteries  at  that  time  but  buried  their  dead 
beside  or  under  the  houses. 

This  means  the  graves  are  not  in  one  designated  location.  Group  tours 
arranged  In  May,  Bentz  began  tours  to  inform  locals  and  tourists  of  what 
was  going  on  at  the  archaeological  dig.  Those  tours  were  stopped  after 
Thanksgiving  and  now  only  groups  can  tour  the  site.  To  arrange  a tour  call 


Bentz  at  805-3830  or  the  Townsend  Visitors  Center.  Thus  far,  the  site  has 
been  toured  by  1,704  people  representing  31  states  and  six  foreign 
countries  --  France,  Costa  Rica,  Canada,  the  Netherlands,  Germany  and 
England.  By  far,  the  U.S.  state  to  have  the  most  people  tour  the  site  is 
Tennessee  at  700,  followed  in  order  by  Florida,  Georgia,  Alabama,  North 
and  then  South  Carolina,  Louisiana  and  Ohio.  Numerous  school  and  other 
groups  have  also  toured  the  site. 

"RE : CITA's  First  Flead  of  Moccasin  Bend  Security  Dead"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Dec  2000  13:13:46  -0500 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Fw:  CITA's  first  head  of  Moccasin  Bend  security  dead 

Original  Message  

From:  "Donna"  <gringa@centurytel.net> 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

From  CITA: 


CITA's  first  head  of  Moccasin  Bend  security  dead 


lames  Brooks,  a founding  and  active  member  of  the  Chattanooga  InterTribal 
Association  (CITA)  1993-96,  who  also  served  as  CITA's  first  head  of  the 
Security  Teams  that  were  formed  to  patrol  Moccasin  Bend  in  1993,  was  shot 
dead  in  his  home  by  the  Chattanooga  Police  SWAT  team  this  past  Thursday 
night . 

Brooks  also  served  as  a member  of  the  CITA  council  in  1995,  and 
installed  the  metal  security  box  down  at  Moccasin  Bend.  FHis  daughter, 
Jessica,  was  also  a member  of  CITA  up  through  1995. 

James  was  a good  man,  well  liked  and  respected  in  CITA. 

### 

http: //www. timesfreepr ess . com/2000/dec/15dec00/ shooting.html 

This  story  appeared  in  The  Chattanooga  Times  & Free  Press  on  Friday, 

December  15,  2000  12:00:00  AM 


Police  shoot  armed  man  in  home 


Staff  Reports 

A heavily  armed  man  inside  an  Ely  Road  home  was  shot  multiple  times  by 
Chattanooga  Police  Department  officers  late  Thursday  night. 

Officers  who  answered  a report  of  a domestic  violence  situation  at  509 
Ely  Road  shortly  after  10  p.m.  discovered  a man  inside  the  home  wearing 
heavy  body  armor,  a gas  mask  and  camouflage  clothing,  according  to  SWAT 
team  Commander  Mike  Williams. 

Commander  Williams  said  the  man,  whose  identity  was  not  released,  was 
armed  with  a shotgun,  several  pistols  and  a Mac-90  assault  rifle. 

As  police  tried  to  talk  to  the  man,  he  became  agitated.  Officers  began 
to  back  away  and  the  man  came  toward  the  door  carrying  the  rifle. 

Commander  Williams  said. 

Two  SWAT  team  officers  shot  the  man  while  he  was  still  inside  the  house. 
Commander  Williams  said. 

The  man,  who  had  a round  chambered  in  the  rifle,  did  not  fire  his 
weapons,  police  said.  A paramedic  and  a SWAT  team  surgeon  accompanied  the 
man  in  the  ambulance  as  he  was  taken  to  Erlanger  hospital. 

The  man's  condition  was  not  known  late  Thursday  evening. 

Police  said  the  man's  wife  and  daughter  had  left  the  home  and  he  was 
alone  when  officers  arrived. 

Police  said  they  had  responded  in  the  past  to  reports  of  domestic 
violence  at  the  home. 

Surrounding  houses  were  evacuated  and  several  blocks  of  Ely  Road  near 
Ashland  Terrace  were  closed  to  traffic  as  the  incident  unfolded. 


http: //www. timesfreepr ess . com/2000/dec/16dec00/SWAT. html 

This  story  appeared  in  The  Chattanooga  Times  & Free  Press  on  Saturday, 


December  16,  2000  12:00:00  AM 


Friend:  Man  fatally  shot  by  SWAT  made  some  mistakes 


BY  DICK  COOK, Staff  Writer 

Chattanooga  police  are  trying  to  understand  why  lames  Harold  Brooks,  a 
man  described  by  his  best  friend  as  "just  a good  old  boy,"  leveled  an 
assault  weapon  at  officers  inside  his  home  Thursday  night  before  SWAT  team 
members  shot  and  killed  him. 

Roger  Smith,  a friend  to  the  44-year-old  Ely  Road  resident  for  17  years, 
believes  he  knows  what  may  have  contributed  to  Mr.  Brooks'  behavior  that 
night.  Mr.  Brooks  confided  in  him  about  six  months  ago  that  he  was  going 
through  a midlife  crisis,  Mr.  Smith  said. 

"Now  what  that  means,  I don't  know,"  he  said.  "He  never  opened  up  on  his 
private  problems." 

Mr.  Brooks  became  the  fourth  person  killed  by  the  Chattanooga  Police 
Department's  SWAT  team  in  22  years,  said  Lt.  Mike  Williams,  the  team's 
commander.  It  was  the  first  time  since  1993  that  the  SWAT  team  used  deadly 
force,  he  said. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  doesn't  resent  the  way  police  resolved  the  incident. 

"I'm  a realist,"  he  said.  "Yes,  he  made  mistakes.  He  should  have  used 
his  head  and  thought  about  what  he  was  doing.  You  can't  have  a gun  in  your 
hand  in  front  of  six  police  officers  and  not  expect  trouble." 

Police  were  called  to  the  Brooks  house  at  509  Ely  Road  at  about  10  p.m. 
Thursday  to  investigate  a complaint  of  domestic  violence.  It  was  the 
fourth  time  in  less  than  two  years  that  police  had  answered  a call  at  the 
home,  according  to  department  records. 

Mr.  Brooks'  wife,  Patricia,  and  daughter,  Hessica,  23,  told  officers 
that  he  had  been  drinking  and  had  beaten  them  before  they  managed  to  get 
out  of  the  house,  police  said. 

When  a patrol  officer  entered  the  house,  Mr.  Brooks,  outfitted  in 
camouflage  fatigues  and  a bulletproof  vest,  grabbed  a gas  mask  and 
barricaded  himself  in  a bedroom,  Lt.  Williams  said. 

Five  SWAT  officers  joined  the  patrol  officer  in  the  house  shortly 
thereafter,  police  said.  When  Mr.  Brooks  became  agitated,  the  patrol 
officers  and  three  of  the  SWAT  team  members  began  to  withdraw  from  the 
house,  Lt.  Williams  said. 

At  that  time,  Mr.  Brooks  emerged  from  the  bedroom,  pointed  a MAK  90 
assault  rifle  at  the  retreating  officers  and  was  shot  by  two  SWAT  team 
members  covering  the  exiting  officers,  Lt.  Williams  said. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  found  out  about  the  incident  while  he  was  driving  down 
Ashland  Terrace  to  work  at  5 a.m.  Friday.  He  said  he  saw  investigators  at 
Mr.  Brooks'  house  and  called  home  to  ask  his  wife  if  she  had  heard 
anything. 

"She  heard  on  the  news  that  he  (Mr.  Brooks)  was  dead,"  Mr.  Smith  said. 

"I  worked  10  hours  today  wondering  why  my  friend  was  dead." 

Police  said  Mr.  Brooks  had  mounting  credit  card  debt  and  speculated  that 
financial  problems  may  have  prompted  his  behavior. 

Lt.  Williams  said  Mrs.  Brooks  told  him  that  her  husband  had  been  in  a 
drug  and  alcohol  rehabilitation  program  in  the  past  and  had  begun  drinking 
again . 

Mr.  Brooks  worked  at  Finishing  Solutions,  a business  specializing  in 
coating  metals.  His  boss,  Steve  Igou,  said  Mr.  Brooks  was  a good  employee. 

"We're  totally  at  a loss,"  he  said.  "He  was  a very  easygoing  person  and 
everybody  here  liked  him." 

Mr.  Smith  said  Mr.  Brooks  moved  here  from  Detroit  about  17  years  ago. 

The  men  enjoyed  riding  their  four-wheelers  over  rugged  property  in  Suck 
Creek,  he  said. 

"He  was  no  gun-wielding,  militia  person  out  to  overthrow  the  government 
and  shoot  anybody  that  stepped  onto  his  property, " Mr.  Smith  said.  And,  he 
said,  Mr.  Brooks  always  wore  camouflage. 

"He  wore  that  every  day.  You  would  expect  to  see  him  wearing  that.  If  he 
got  dressed  up  he  would  wear  blue  jeans." 
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"RE ; Hawaiian  Recognition  Bill  on  Hold"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Dec  2000  15:17:09  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "Boyle,  Francis"  <FBOYLE@LAW.UIUC.EDU> 

Sub j : FW:  A-KA-KA:  Hawaiian  recognition  bill  on  hold  until  next  year 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Francis  A.  Boyle 

Law  Building 

504  E.  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Champaign,  IL  61820  USA 
217 -3 33 -7954 (voice) 

217 -244- 1478 (fax) 

fboyle@law. uiuc . edu  cmailto : fboyle@law . uiuc . edu> 

Once  again.  Dr.  Kekuni  Blaisdell  is  my  client  and  my  friend.  He  has 
DYNAMITE  arguments  against  A-KA-KA  Bill.  fab. 

Original  Message 

From:  Boyle,  Francis 

Sent:  Wednesday,  December  13,  2000  6:06  PM 
To:  ' kanakamaoliallies-l@hawaii.edu ' 

Cc:  Kekuni  Blaisdell  M.  D.  (E-mail) 

Sub j : RE:  Hawaiian  recognition  bill  on  hold  until  next  year 

So  that  gives  everyone  time  to  organize  against  this.  Again,  I would 
encourage  everyone  to  follow  the  intellectual  lead  of  Kekuni  on  this.  He 
has  the  best  arguments  against  A-KA-KA.  but  Kekuni  needs  support  from  the 
grass-roots  leaders  too.  Or  should  I say  taro  roots  leaders? 

Aloha.  Francis. 

Original  Message 

From:  Rolf  Nordahl  [mailto:rolf@Aloha.net] 

http: //star bullet in . com/ data base/ breaking/ 

Posted  Wednesday,  December  13,  2000  - 11:08:55  AM  HST 
Updated  Wednesday,  December  13,  2000  - 11:08:55  AM  HST 

Hawaiian  recognition  bill  on  hold  until  next  year 
But  Akaka  and  Inouye  believe  it  can  advance  in  2001 
By  Pat  Omandam  Star-Bulletin 

A federal  bill  that  addresses  the  political  status  of  native  Hawaiians 
will  have  to  wait  until  next  year,  U.S.  Sens.  Daniel  K.  Akaka  and  Daniel 
K.  Inouye  said  today. 

The  Hawaii  senators  said  that  when  the  U.S.  Senate  and  House  reconvene 
later  this  week  it  is  expected  that  they  will  work  only  on  fiscal  year 
2001  spending  bills  before  adjournment. 

They  anticipate  no  further  action  on  S.2899/H.R.4904,  known  as  the 
Akaka  bill,  during  this  session.  While  disappointed,  the  two  believe 
there  is  a strong  foundation  to  advance  the  measure  when  the  next 
Congress  convenes,  in  2001. 

"Clearly,  all  of  the  attention  on  the  post-election  challenges  and 
court  contest  in  Florida,  and  our  efforts  to  navigate  a 50-50  split  in 
the  Senate  in  the  next  Congress,  left  precious  little  time  for  the 
Senate  to  act  on  the  native  Hawaiian  recognition  bill  and  many  other 
important  issues,"  Akaka  said. 

Said  Inouye:  "Naturally,  I am  disappointed,  and  I know  that  thousands 
of  native  people  across  the  United  States  share  our  disappointment  that 
this  important  measure,  which  was  approved  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  Sept.  26,  2000,  could  not  be  acted  upon  before  the 
Congress  adjourned." 


Hawaiian  activist  Kekuni  Blaisdell  of  Ka  Pakaukau  said  today  that  the 
delay  gives  opponents  more  time  to  raise  sentiment  against  the  proposal. 

He  and  others  contend  that  the  bill  does  not  allow  Hawaiians  to  seek 
sovereignty  in  the  international  arena,  which  many  believe  is  the  only 
venue  for  true  self-determination. 

"I  doubt  that  very  many  people  have  read  and  understood  the  final  bill 
as  it  was  revised  and  submitted  for  passage.  And  if  they  did,  they  will 
oppose  it,"  Blaisdell  said. 

Hawaii's  Congressional  delegation  has  lobbied  hard  since  this  summer 
for  the  bill's  passage  to  address  a Feb.  23  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling 
that  struck  down  the  state's  Hawaiians-only  voting  restriction  for 
Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  elections.  The  justices  ruled  that  native 
Hawaiians  are  a racial  classification  and  not  a tribe  that  has  a 
political  relationship  with  the  United  States. 

Akaka  said  the  delegation  will  continue  to  pursue  the  clarification  of 
the  relationship  between  native  Hawaiians  and  the  United  States.  He 
plans  to  reintroduce  the  measure  in  the  next  Congress. 

Rowena  Akana,  trustee-elect  of  the  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs,  said 
next  year  would  not  be  the  best  of  times  to  try  to  get  the  bill  passed. 

"Of  course,  I'm  disappointed  and  next  year,  you  know,  may  not  be  the 
best  of  times  to  try  this  if  we  have  a majority  of  Republicans  in  the 
House  and  Senate,  and  we  have  a Republican  president,"  she  said, 
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Tucson,  Arizona  Monday,  11  December  2000 
MEXICO 

Peace  promises  dissolve  amid  riot 

TUXTLA  GUTIERREZ  - Only  a day  after  the  state's  first 
opposition  governor  took  office  promising  to  bring  peace  to 
troubled  Chiapas  state,  hundreds  of  people  clashed  in  one  of 
its  border  towns. 

At  least  six  people  were  injured  in  Saturday  night's  melee  in 
Suchiate  near  the  Guatemalan  border,  among  them  a 10-year-old 
girl  who  was  shot.  Two  adults  also  were  shot,  and  three  police 
officers  were  beaten  with  sticks  and  rocks. 

Fighting  broke  out  when  opponents  of  Mayor  Celsamiro  Reyna 
arrived  for  her  yearly  speech  outside  the  town  hall,  where 
hundreds  of  her  supporters  were  gathered.  It  was  not 
immediately  clear  which  side  started  the  battle. 

The  Associated  Press 
c.  Arizona  Daily  Star 
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Indian  plan  is  quashed 
Mexico's  Fox  backs  off  relocations 
Associated  Press 
Dec.  8,  2000 

MEXICO  CITY  - President  Vicente  Fox  has  backed  off  a plan  to 
relocate  poor  Indians  into  new  towns  after  his  adviser  on 
Indian  affairs  told  him  it  was  a bad  idea,  the  adviser  said. 


Xochitl  Galvez,  head  of  the  new  Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
said  Wednesday  that  she  quashed  a plan  Fox  floated  before  his 
Dec.  1 inauguration  to  persuade  mostly  Indian  villagers  to 
move  out  of  isolated  hamlets  by  building  modern,  centralized 
settlements . 

"I  took  it  upon  myself  to  make  sure  that  idea  was  left  safely 
behind,"  said  Galvez,  an  Otomi  Indian  and  businesswoman. 

"Indian  people  can  decide  for  themselves  what  they  want  to 
do. " 

It  is  rare  in  many  governments  for  a Cabinet-level  adviser  to 
shoot  down  a pet  presidential  idea.  The  incident  provides  a 
first  glimpse  of  how  Fox's  "product-manager"  style  of 
government  may  work. 

The  Indian  relocation  scheme,  modeled  on  a similar  effort  in 
Taiwan,  had  drawn  fire  from  some  activists  who  claimed  it 
might  break  up  cultures  based  on  communal  work  and 
landholding.  Some  said  it  resembled  the  Spanish  conquerors' 
habit  of  gathering  Indians  into  towns,  where  they  were  more 
easily  taxed  and  exploited. 

"Ethnocide,"  was  how  Luis  Flernandez  of  the  Center  for  the 
Study  of  Rural  Mexico  termed  it.  Fox's  justification  for  the 
idea  was  that  it  is  too  costly  to  bring  full  social  services 
to  thousands  of  tiny  hamlets,  but  easier  to  do  so  for  towns. 

Fox's  office  said  Thursday  that  it  now  had  no  plans  to 
relocate  Indians  in  urban  centers. 

Fox,  a former  Coca-Cola  executive  who  ended  the  ruling 
party's  71-year  grip  on  the  presidency  in  Duly  elections,  has 
created  a Cabinet  that  to  some  looks  and  functions  more  like 
a corporate  boardroom  than  a traditional  administration. 

Fie  borrowed  "matrix-style"  management  from  the  business 
world,  in  which  the  traditional  pyramid  of  power  is  divided 
between  macro-managers,  each  responsible  for  a "product"  - in 
this  case,  public  safety,  economic  growth  or  the  fight 
against  poverty. 

In  this  case,  Galvez  was  the  "product  manager"  for  Indian 
affairs,  and  her  voice  apparently  won  out  - just  as  it  should 
in  the  matrix  model. 

Fox  acknowledges  that  he  sees  himself  more  as  a salesman  for 
his  concept  of  a "new  Mexico,"  rather  than  a nuts-and-bolts 
micromanager . 

"I'll  leave  the  boring  desk  work  to  them,"  Fox  said  of  his 
Cabinet  before  taking  office,  "and  get  out  to  be  with  the 
people. " 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Babbitt  praises  tribal  involvement 
DECEMBER  15,  2000 

Soon  to  depart  from  Capitol  Hill,  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  on 
Thursday  praised  the  increased  involvement  of  tribes  and  tribal 
governments  in  settling  water  rights  and  other  environmental  disputes  in 
the  West. 

"I  take  great  satisfaction  in  the  way  we  have,  in  recent  years,  brought 
tribal  governments  into  the  mainstream  of  Colorado  River  Basin  policy  and 
administration,"  said  Babbitt  at  the  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Colorado 
River  Water  Users  Association.  "Prior  to  Arizona  v.  California,  tribal 
governments  were  relegated  to  watching  from  the  sidelines  as  other  parties 


negotiated . " 

Historically,  tribes  indeed  been  left  out  of  water  talks  in  the  West.  In 
1922,  when  the  seven  member  states  of  the  Association  entered  into  a 
compact  addressing  their  water  rights  on  the  Colorado  River,  the  ten 
tribes  in  the  basin  were  excluded. 

Now,  as  Babbitt  pointed  out,  the  tribes  have  taken  key  roles  in 
resolving  disputes.  But  Babbitt's  reference  to  the  Arizona  v.  California 
case  emphasizes  the  fact  that  states  in  the  West  are  often  at  direct  odds 
with  tribes. 

This  year,  for  example,  the  states  of  Arizona  and  California,  the 
original  parties  in  the  case,  attempted  to  argue  that  the  Quechan  Nation 
wasn't  entitled  to  seek  additional  water  rights  on  the  Fort  Yuma 
Reservation  in  Arizona.  The  Supreme  Court,  however,  disagreed,  ruling  in 
favor  of  the  United  States  and  the  tribe. 

Still,  Babbitt  noted  that  the  Congress  has  been  successful  in  settling 
the  water  rights  of  the  Shivwits  Tribe  in  Utah  and  the  San  Luis  Rey  Band 
of  Indians  in  California.  He  also  expressed  hope  that  Congress  would  soon 
pass  the  Colorado  Ute  Settlement  Act. 

"This  legislation  will  enable  us  to  at  last  meet  the  commitments  to  the 
Ute  tribes  made  by  the  United  States  long  ago,"  said  Babbitt. 

At  the  same  time  Babbitt  said  there  is  still  more  work  to  do, 
particularly  with  legislation  affecting  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community, 
the  Tohono  O'odham  Nation,  and  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Tribe  in  Arizona.  He 
also  said  the  water  rights  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  the  Hopi  Tribe  of  Arizona, 
and  Zuni  Pueblo  in  New  Mexico  still  have  to  be  addressed. 

Eventually,  Babbitt  said  the  rights  of  all  tribes  in  the  basin  will  be 
settled . 

"We  should  take  special  note  of  this  remarkable  transformation  that  we 
are  well  on  the  road  to  completing,"  said  Babbitt.  "Indian  water  issues, 
once  viewed  as  an  insurmountable  obstacle  or  a threat  to  the  economic  well 
being  of  non-Indian  communities,  have  now  been  worked  out  and  accommodated 
within  the  framework  of  the  law  of  the  river." 

Relevant  Links: 

Colorado  River  Water  Users  Association  - 
http://crwua.mwd.dst.ca.us/ 
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PM  Must  Keep  Word  To  Natives,  Chief  Says 
MARK  MacKINNON 

Globe  and  Mail,  National  Section  Thursday, 

December  14,  2000 

OTTAWA- -Matthew  Coon  Come,  the  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations,  says  he  intends  to  hold  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien  to  his 
promise  to  improve  social  conditions  on  Native  reserves. 

Last  week,  in  his  first  major  speech  since  winning  a third  consecutive 
majority  government,  Mr.  Chretien  served  notice  he  would  turn  his 
attention  to  what  he  called  the  "Third  World  conditions"  on  reserves,  and 
commited  his  government  to  take  action  to  improve  the  lot  of  Natives. 

Achieving  social  justice,  the  Prime  Minister  said,  "will  be  a major 
focus  of  our  administration." 

Mr.  Coon  Come  said  yesterday  that  he  hopes  Mr.  Chretien  meant  what  he 
was  saying,  noting  that  Natives  have  been  given  lip  service  in  the  past. 


but  have  rarely  seen  those  intentions  followed  up  with  action. 

"I  welcome  the  Prime  Minister's  statements/'  he  said.  "But  I've  heard 
this  before  and  wonder  at  the  sincerity." 

Still,  Mr.  Coon  Come  extended  his  hand,  saying  he  hopes  to  meet  with  Mr. 
Chretien  and  key  cabinet  ministers  soon.  "The  elections  are  over.  The 
Prime  Minister  made  a statement  and  we  need  to  get  to  work  and  tackle  the 
issues . " 

A key  sign  of  how  seriously  Mr.  Chretien  is  taking  Native  issues  in  this 
mandate  will  come  in  any  shuffle  of  the  federal  cabinet. 

If  Mr.  Chretien  moves  one  of  his  top  ministers  into  the  Department  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  --  Health  Minister  Allan  Rock  and 
Justice  Minister  Anne  McLellan  are  both  rumoured  to  be  candidates  --  it 
will  be  interpreted  by  the  AFN  as  proof  that  the  Prime  Minister,  himself  a 
former  Indian  Affairs  minister  --  intends  to  make  the  portfolio  a priority. 

Chiefs  at  the  Confederacy  of  Nations  meeting  in  Ottawa  yesterday, 
however,  said  they'd  be  more  comfortable  if  Labour  Minister  Claudette 
Bradshaw  or  Intergovernmental  Affairs  Minister  Stephane  Dion  are  moved 
into  the  job.  Both  Mr.  Rock  and  Ms.  McLellan  are  unpopular  because  of 
their  support  for  gun-control  legislation,  which  is  resented  by  many 
Natives . 

The  current  minister,  Robert  Nault,  is  seen  by  chiefs  as  having 
accomplished  little.  He  said  yesterday,  however,  that  he  hopes  to  meet 
with  Mr.  Coon  Come  as  soon  as  possible  to  discuss  how  to  follow  up  Mr. 
Chretien's  statements. 

Mr.  Coon  Come's  aim  will  be  to  convince  Mr.  Nault  or  his  successor  of 
the  urgent  need  to  deal  with  land  rights,  education  and  housing. 

Mr.  Coon  Come  decried  the  fact  that  9,000  Native  students  who  were 
accepted  to  universities  last  year  couldn't  afford  to  go. 

"It  sounds  like  [I'm  asking  for]  more  programs,  more  services,  but  the 
reality  is  you  have  to  consider  the  cost  of  doing  nothing." 

He  also  restated  his  belief  that  Canada  needs  a South  Africa-style  truth 
and  reconciliation  commission  to  clear  the  air  regarding  the  abuse  of 
Native  children  at  residential  schools, 
c.  Copyright  1999  Canadian  Aboriginal . Com 
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Indian  affairs  minister  to  visit  Innu  to  see  problems  first-hand 
The  Canadian  Press 
Mon,  Dec  18th 
STEPHEN  THORNE 

HULL,  Que.  (CP)  - Indian  Affairs  Minister  Robert  Nault  will  spend  two 
days  in  the  troubled  Innu  community  of  Davis  Inlet,  Nfld.,  next  month  to 
witness  first-hand  the  problems  his  government  is  trying  to  solve.  Nault 
will  visit  the  isolated  community  in  northern  Labrador  sometime  in  mid- 
January  to  discuss  economic  development  and  other  issues  with  native 
leaders  trying  to  cope  with  youth  suicide  and  substance  abuse. 

He  made  the  announcement  Thursday  after  meeting  with  Chief  Simeon 
Tshakapesh . 

Tshakapesh  and  Health  Minister  Allan  Rock  agreed  Wednesday  on  a plan  to 
get  counsellors  into  Davis  Inlet  immediately,  where  they  will  assess  gas- 
sniffers  and  dispatch  them  to  an  interim  treatment  centre  in  St.  John's, 
Nfld. 

The  federal  government  has  also  promised  a permanent  treatment  centre  in 
Labrador  to  help  children  and  other  addicts  in  the  Innu  communities  of 
Davis  Inlet  and  Sheshatshiu. 

"The  meetings,  I think,  that  the  chief  and  the  community  representatives 
have  had  with  Minister  Rock  have  been  extremely  good  to  give  us  direction 


on  the  health  side/'  said  Nault. 

"Now  we  need  to  deal  with  it  from  a holistic  point  of  view.  This  is  not 
just  about  one  component.  There  are  four  or  five  different  components  to 
it . " 

Nault  and  Tshakapesh  discussed  a cultural  renewal  centre  and  outpost 
program,  under  which  kids  would  be  sent  into  the  wilderness  to  explore 
their  heritage  and  traditions. 

Nault  also  appealed  to  the  private  sector  to  help  support  recreational 
development  in  the  new  community  of  Sango  Bay,  where  Davis  residents  will 
be  transplanted,  possibly  in  a year's  time. 

Tshakapesh  appeared  pleased  with  Thursday's  last-minute  meeting,  calling 
it  productive.  But  he  urged  the  government  to  back  its  commitments  with 
action . 

"We  will  be  back  here  at  the  table  again  maybe  20  years  down  the  road  if 
we  don't  follow  up,"  he  said. 

Still  outstanding  is  an  issue  that  has  been  a sore  point  with  the 
traditional  peoples  of  Labrador's  barren  lands  - full  status  under  the 
Indian  Act  and  all  the  benefits,  including  legislative  control  over  local 
issues,  that  go  with  it. 

As  part  of  Newfoundland's  terms  of  Confederation  with  Canada  in  1949, 
the  Innu  were  omitted  from  registration  under  the  Indian  Act  and  thus  were 
allowed  to  slip  through  the  cracks  of  public  policy  and  concern  for  years. 

Nault  said  full  recognition  of  the  Innu  is  before  cabinet  but  the 
administrative  process  will  take  time. 

The  Innu  already  have  what  is  known  as  equivalency  status,  meaning  they 
receive  some  funding  and  health  benefits. 

But,  besides  the  granting  the  ability  to  pass  local  laws,  full  status 
will  smooth  the  way  for  tax  benefits  and  ease  negotiations  with 
governments  over  things  like  land  claims  and  governance  agreements. 
Copyright  c.  The  Canadian  Press,  2000 
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Bush  victory  in  US  crucial  for  Gwich'in:  Nerysoo 

December  14,  2000 

CBC  News,  North  Canada 

INUVIK,  N.W.T.  - The  chair  of  the  Gwich'in  International  Council  says 
George  Bush's  victory  in  the  U.S.  election  could  have  major  ramifications 
for  the  Gwitch'in.  Part  of  the  president-elect's  platform  includes  a plan 
to  drill  for  oil  in  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge...  and  that  has 
Richard  Nerysoo  worried. 

The  Gwich'in  depend  on  the  caribou  herd  which  migrates  in  that  area. 

Nerysoo  says  the  Gwich'in  and  other  people  in  the  Northwest  Territories 
have  to  make  an  effort  to  understand  the  results  of  the  American 
elections . 

"They  don't  understand  it."  he  says.  "They  see  it,  but  the  reality  is 
that  unless  you  are  in  Alaska,  you  really  don't  pay  great  attention  to  it. 
But  it  is  a huge  factor." 

During  the  election  campaign,  George  W.  Bush  suggested  expanding  oil 
exploration  in  the  Alaskan  Arctic. 

It  would  be  one  way  of  reducing  the  high  cost  of  oil  in  the  United 
States . 

The  area  is  believed  to  contain  10  billion  barrels  of  recoverable  oil. 

But  the  refuge  is  also  a calving  area  for  the  Porcupine  caribou  herd, 
and  a nesting  area  for  thousands  of  migratory  birds.  Nerysoo  says  it's  not 
prudent  for  the  Gwich'in  to  ignore  what  might  happen  to  that  area. 

"Internally  as  Gwich'in,  we  have  to  talk  about  them,  we  have  to  see  all 
the  scenarios,  we  have  to  see  all  the  options,  we  have  to  see  all  the 
propositions  the  Gwich'in  might  make,"  he  says. 


Nerysoo  says  if  the  Gwich'in  don't  have  these  discussions,  the  American 
presidency  may  make  a decision  the  Gwich'in  otherwise  could  have  helped 
stop. 

Copyright  c.  2000  CBC  All  Rights  Reserved 

"RE : Utah  has  Neglected  to  Return  Indian  Remains"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Dec  2000  09:53:11  -0600 

From:  "3ohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-13-2000 
Forwarded  by  Dohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Utah  has  neglected  to  return  Indian  remains  to  tribes 
The  Associated  Press 
December  12,  2000 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  --  Federal  archaeologists  have  not  done  the  work  Congress 
ordered  10  years  ago  to  help  return  American  Indian  remains  from  Utah 
museums  to  tribes,  according  to  the  Interior  Department's  inspector 
general . 

In  a May  report,  recently  made  public,  the  inspector  general  says  most 
regional  offices  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management  have  made  good 
progress  to  help  identify  and  return  the  remains  now  in  museums  to  tribes 
for  reburial,  except  in  Utah. 

"Officials  in  Utah  state  that  minimal  progress  had  been  made"  to 
identify  and  return  an  estimated  200  American  Indian  remains  in  museums 
there  "because  of  higher  priority  wilderness  study  work,"  inspectors  wrote 
The  Deseret  News  reported  the  story  from  its  Washington  bureau. 

The  inspector  general's  report  doesn't  tell  the  whole  story,  according 
to  BLM  officials  in  Utah. 

"Work  because  of  wilderness  was  part  of  the  problem,  but  not  all  of  it," 
said  Garth  Portillo,  the  BLM's  cultural  resources  program  leader  for  Utah. 

Other  obstacles  included  the  widespread  wildfires  in  recent  years  that 
unearthed  numerous  archaeological  sites  on  BLM  land,  and  "they  required 
very  immediate  work  to  protect  them,"  he  said. 

In  addition,  Portillo  said,  studies  on  rights  of  way  for  proposed  roads 
and  other  projects  also  required  immediate  work  to  ensure  protection  of 
cultural  resources. 

Also,  he  said  museum  work  to  identify  remains  in  their  collections  has 
been  delayed. 

"As  a result,"  the  inspector  general  wrote,  "Native  American  remains 
have  not  been  repatriated  timely  in  Utah." 

Such  work  was  supposed  to  have  been  completed  five  years  ago,  according 
to  terms  of  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act 
passed  by  Congress  in  1990. 

Now  five  years  beyond  that  deadline,  inspectors  wrote  in  May  that 
"program  officials  in  Utah  could  not  estimate  when  the  act's  requirements 
would  be  given  the  priority  and  resources  needed  for  compliance." 

Portillo  said  that  since  that  was  written,  BLM  officials  in  Utah  have 
written  a plan  that  calls  for  identifying  all  remains  in  Utah  museums, 
consulting  with  tribes,  and  making  plans  to  return  them  by  the  end  of  2002 

Portillo  said  the  Utah  office  of  the  BLM  is  working  with  six  museums  in 
Utah  and  one  in  Arizona  to  help  identify  remains  and  grave  objects  they 
have  and  to  try  to  identify  where  they  came  from  and  what  tribes  may  have 
claim  to  them. 

Fie  said  they  include  museums  at  the  University  of  Utah,  Brigham  Young 
University,  Southern  Utah  University,  the  College  of  Eastern  Utah,  Edge  of 
the  Cedars  State  Park,  a state  field  museum  in  Vernal  and  a museum  in 
Flagstaff,  Ariz. 

The  inspector  general  said  that  nationally,  2,256  individual  American 
Indian  remains  have  been  identified  in  museums  and  federal  repositories . 

Of  these,  1,744  had  been  tied  to  specific  tribes  and  457  of  them  had 
been  repatriated. 


RE:  Civil  Suit  Filed  for  Six  Feathers  Estate" 


Date:  Mon,  18  Dec  2000  19:11:59  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Paul  Pureau  <paul_pureau@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Civil  suit  filed  for  Six  Feathers  estate 

Mailing  List:  Certain  Flome  (certainhome@egroups . com) 

RAPID  CITY,  S.D.  - Nearly  a year  to  the  day  that  Albert  H.  Six  Feathers 
Dr.  was  killed  by  a law  enforcement  officer  in  Fall  River  County,  a civil 
action  lawsuit  was  filed  on  behalf  of  his  estate  in  federal  district  court 
here. 

Six  Feathers  was  fatally  shot  at  the  end  of  a high-speed  chase  from 
Newcastle,  Wyo.,  that  finished  near  Edgemont,  S.D.,  while  he  was 
surrounded  by  county  sheriff's  deputies  and  state  law  enforcement 
officials.  A coroner's  inquiry  shortly  after  the  incident  determined  that 
Edgemont  Police  Chief  Brett  Harman  was  not  held  responsible  for  Six 
Feathers'  death. 

"It  is  the  most  egregious  act  of  civil  rights  violations  I've  seen," 
said  Charles  Abourezk,  attorney  for  the  estate.  Robin  Zephier  is  also 
listed  as  an  attorney  of  record. 

"I  was  outraged  by  the  excessive  response  and  killing  of  Albert  Six 
Feathers,"  Abourezk  said. 

Fie  said  at  the  time  of  the  incident  he  was  made  aware  of  it  through  the 
news  media,  but  he  said  he  knew  there  was  more  to  the  story  than  what  was 
reported.  "Law  enforcement  controlled  the  story  for  weeks." 

The  lawsuit  filed  on  behalf  of  the  Six  Feathers  estate  asked  in 
preliminary  filings  for  a more  than  $2.5  million  settlement,  but  Abourezk 
said  that  would  be  up  to  a jury.  Fie  said  there  were  children  who  would 
grow  up  without  a father  and  it  was  only  fair  to  them  to  file  this  lawsuit 

In  addition  to  the  benefits  for  the  estate,  Abourezk  said  he  hoped  to 
prove  that  finally  in  the  year  2000  an  American  Indian's  life  in  South 
Dakota  has  more  meaning  than  it  used  to. 

"For  years  Indian  people  wound  up  dead  in  alleys  and  trash  cans  and 
people  looked  the  other  way.  But  public  investigations  fail  to  burn  into 
the  conscious  of  South  Dakotans  that  violence  against  Native  Americans  is 
wrong  and  that  it  carries  with  it  consequences  as  strong  as  to  non-Indians 

"And,  that  law  enforcement  officials  who  crossed  the  line  will  be  held 
accountable,"  he  said.  "We  intend  to  right  one  of  the  worst  wrongs 
imaginable. " 

Six  Feathers  was  killed  following  a 90-minute,  high-speed  chase  that 
began  in  Newcastle  where  he  was  followed  by  city  police  officer  Robert 
Fazendin,  who  determined  Six  Feathers  was  driving  in  an  erratic  manner. 

Six  Feathers  drove  south  on  Wyoming  Flighway  35  to  Mule  Creek  Junction 
then  east  to  Edgemont.  Fall  River  County  officers  and  Harman  picked  up  the 
chase  at  Edgemont.  The  chase  at  times  exceeded  100  miles  per  hour. 

Six  Feathers  eluded  road  blocks  and  finally  was  surrounded  in  a pasture 
south  of  Edgemont  were  he  rammed  Fall  River  County  Sheriff  Jeffrey 
Terrell's  car. 

Harman,  who  was  riding  with  Terrell,  jumped  from  the  vehicle  and  fired 
four  shots  from  a shotgun,  three  of  which  hit  Six  Feathers. 

Harman  told  the  coroner's  inquest  he  was  certain  Terrell's  life  was  at 
risk.  Harman  told  the  jury  he  set  a predetermined  line  which  he  would  not 
allow  Six  Feathers  to  cross.  When  he  did,  Harman  fired  two  rounds  above 
the  steering  column.  The  three  shots  that  hit  the  vehicle  were  at 
windshield  level,  which  indicated  no  attempt  was  made  to  shoot  out  tires 
to  stop  the  vehicle. 

Gary  C.  Mann  of  the  Rapid  City  Police  Department  testified  before  the 
coroner's  jury  that  road  spikes  and  shooting  the  tires  rarely  stop  a 
vehicle.  Flowever,  according  to  newspaper  accounts,  near  the  same  time, 
high-speed  chases  that  ended  in  Sturgis,  Sioux  Falls  and  Brookings  were 
stopped  with  spikes  that  blew  the  tires. 

"Fie  was  not  armed  and  was  never  given  the  benefit  of  tire  spikes  or  a 
tire  shot,"  Abourezk  said. 

The  lawsuit  contends  the  state,  the  city  of  Edgemont  and  Fall  River 
County  failed  to  properly  train  and  supervise  Harman,  which  amounts  to  a 
disregard  for  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  Harman.  Flis 


need  for  training,  the  complaint  states,  "was  so  obvious  that  defendants 
can  reasonably  be  said  to  have  been  deliberately  indifferent  to  the 
constitutional  rights  of  Albert  lames  Six  Feathers." 

The  lack  of  training,  proper  supervision  and  discipline  led  to  the  death 
of  Six  Feathers,  the  complaint  argues,  and  continues  to  add  that  his  death 
was  the  result  of  reckless,  willful  and  wanton  conduct  by  the  defendants. 

Because  there  were  no  criminal  actions  taken  against  any  of  the 
defendants,  the  family  took  the  step  to  file  the  civil  action. 

"There  are  civil  rights  statutes  in  place  when  all  else  fails  to  provide 
some  remedy,"  Abourezk  said.  He  added  that  his  hope  was  that  this  case 
would  bring  awareness  about  the  civil  and  human  rights  of  American  Indians 
in  South  Dakota. 

"We  can  make  this  change,  one  case  at  a time.  I hope  Indian  people 
benefit  from  this  lawsuit.  I'm  more  concerned  about  the  four  kids  that 
will  grow  up  without  a father,"  he  said.  "By  all  accounts  he  was  a good 
father  and  on  a path  to  doing  good." 

Zephier  said  he  had  good  knowledge  that  Harman  transferred  personal 
property  into  his  wife's  name  after  the  incident.  He  said  it  is  a crime  to 
transfer  property  to  avoid  payment  for  damages  as  the  result  of  legal 
action . 

Part  of  the  complaint  alludes  to  the  transfer  of  personal  property  and 
with  reasonable  belief  that  tangible  and  intangible  evidence  and  materials 
were  intentionally,  negligently  or  willfully  destroyed. 

Damages  are  asked  for  funeral  expenses,  grief  and  loss  of  companionship 
for  parents,  siblings  and  his  common-law  spouse  and  the  children;  loss  of 
wages  and  future  support  and  punitive  damages.  No  trial  date  has  been  set, 
but  could  come  within  six  months. 

Sybil  Hernandez,  Six  Feathers'  mother,  is  administrator  of  his  estate 
and  is  the  lead  plaintiff  in  the  case. 

"Whatever  crime  he  committed  prior  to  the  chase  was  only  a misdemeanor, 
and  we  have  no  capital  punishment  in  South  Dakota  for  a misdemeanor.  He 
did  not  deserve  to  die  in  the  brutal  manner  he  did,"  Abourezk  said. 

David  Melmer  reports  from  the  Northern  Great  Plains  and  nationally. 

He  can  be  reached  at  (605)  341-0011  or  by  e-mail  David@indiancountry.com. 
c.  2000  Indian  Country  Today 
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- "RE:  Zapatista  Supporters  to  be  Freed"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Dec  2000  02:40:58  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Mexican  prosecutor  says  Zapatista  supporters  to  be  freed  (Fwd) 
......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rticles/1215mexico- chiapas . html 

Mexican  prosecutor  says  Zapatista  supporters  to  be  freed 
Associated  Press 
Dec.  15,  2000  10:30 

SAN  CRISTOBAL  DE  LAS  CASAS,  Mexico  - The  new  head  prosecutor  of  Mexico's 
Chiapas  state  has  pledged  to  free  more  than  100  jailed  rebels  and  their 
sympathizers . 

The  announcement  on  Thursday  is  a main  demand  of  the  Zapatista  rebels 
and  is  part  of  the  government's  efforts  to  bring  them  to  the  negotiating 
table  after  a four-year  impasse. 

However,  some  fear  it  could  cause  resentment  among  those  demanding  the 
same  kind  of  amnesty  for  imprisoned  paramilitaries  who  have  clashed  with 
Zapatista  sympathizers  in  the  highly  polarized  state. 

Prosecutor  Mariano  Herran  Salvati  said  he  would  free  at  least  103  people 
jailed  on  charges  ranging  from  murder  to  robbery  in  connection  with  the 
Zapatistas'  brief  armed  uprising  on  Dan.  1,  1994  in  the  name  of  Indian 
rights . 


Herran  Salvati  did  not  announce  a date  for  the  releases  but  said  it 
would  be  soon  and  that  there  could  be  more. 

But  Herran  Salvati  said  he  would  not  grant  amnesty  to  imprisoned 
paramilitaries . They  include  45  people  serving  35  years  in  prison  for  the 
1997  massacre  of  rebel  sympathizers  in  the  village  of  Acteal,  as  well  as 
11  members  of  a vigilante  group  charged  with  evicting  rebel  sympathizers 
at  gunpoint  and  destroying  homes  in  the  village  of  Yajalon  on  Aug.  3. 

The  move  fulfills  a promise  made  by  Gov.  Pablo  Salazar,  who  took  office 
last  week  and  named  Herran  Salvati,  the  country's  former  drug  czar,  to  be 
the  state's  top  prosecutor. 

This  summer,  Salazar  and  President  Vicente  Fox  ousted  the  Institutional 
Revolutionary  Party,  which  had  held  Mexico's  presidency  and  the  Chiapas 
governorship  for  more  than  70  years. 

Both  promised  to  make  peace  with  the  Chiapas  rebels.  Hours  after  taking 
office  Dec.  1,  Fox  ordered  the  closing  of  military  checkpoints  in  Chiapas 
and  later  sent  an  Indian  rights  bill  to  Congress  - two  other  rebel  demands. 

A day  after  Fox's  inauguration,  rebel  leader  Subcomandante  Marcos  said 
his  fighters  were  ready  to  return  to  peace  talks,  which  have  been  stalled 
since  1996. 

Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

- — "RE:  Prison  Holiday  & WMMT  Radio"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Dec  2000  13:07:37  -0800  (PST) 

From:  orion-c@webtv.net 

Sub j : Prison  Holiday  & WMMT  Radio,  Ky. 

Mailing  List:  Iron  Natives  <ironnatives@egroups . com> 

From:  lcmiller@tx3.net  (Linda  C.  Miller) 

Of  special  interest  to  those  who  have  loved  ones  in  Wallens  Ridge  and 
Red  Onion.  You  gotta  love  this  radio  station!  I hope  all  of  you  who  have 
loved  ones  in  prison  in  VA  and  KY  will  get  a chance  to  participate  in 
this  Holiday  special! 

Linda 

Please  visit  my  web  sites: 
http://hotyellow98.com/lcmiller/ 
http : //www. maxpages . com/ darkevilworld 
http://hotyellow98.com/kaestel/ 
http : //hotyellow98 . com/chewy/ 
http: //hotyellow98. com/prisonmurder 
http: //www. maxpages . com/ lifemeans life 
http://hotyellow98.com/bloodbathl999/ 
http : //hotyellow98 . com/bud_tant/ 

PRISON  REFORM  UNITY  PR03ECT 

http://www.prup.net 

STORM  AMERICA'S  BASTILLES! 

3ULY  14,  2001  IS 
PRISON  REFORM  UNITY  DAY! 

Original  Message  

From:  Nora  Callahan  <nora@november.org> 

Please  re-distribute  to  any  email  lists  that  may  have  a large  number  of 
family  members  of  prisoners  - Nora 

WMMT  88.7  FM  in  Whitesburg,  KY  will  host  a special  radio  call-in  show 
for  family  members  of  the  prisoners  in  the  Wallens  Ridge,  Keen  Mountain, 
and  Red  Onion  State  prisons  in  southwest  VA. 

WMMT  will  invite  families  and  friends  of  prisoners  to  call  our  toll-free 
number  to  send  season  greetings  live  over  the  air.  The  station  will  also 
be  accepting  collect  calls  from  the  prisoners  so  that  they  too  can  wish 
listeners  and  family  members  a holiday  greeting. 

A special  invitation  has  been  extended  to  the  families  of  prisoners  who 
have  been  relocated  from  the  states  of  New  Mexico,  Connecticut,  and 
District  of  Columbia.  The  live  program  will  take  place  on  December  19th 


from  7-9pm  on  WMMT  88.7FM  and  will  also  be  live  on  the  Internet  for  out 
of  state  listeners  at  www.appalshop.org/wmmt.  Listeners  can  call 
888-396-1208  on  the  night  of  the  broadcast  to  send  their  message  over 
the  airwaves. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Supermax  prisons  Red  Onion  and  Wallens  Ridge, 
WMMT  has  received  hundreds  of  letters  from  the  prisoners  requesting 
songs,  reporting  abuses,  and  expressing  appreciation  for  the  community 
radio  station  unique  programming  of  bluegrass,  traditional  music,  jazz, 
blues,  and  urban  music. 

As  an  independent  community  radio  station,  WMMT  produces  almost  all  of 
its  programming  with  the  help  of  some  fifty  community  volunteers  from 
ten  counties  in  Kentucky,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Many  of  these 
volunteers  have  exchanged  letters  with  prisoners,  taken  requests,  and 
even  played  games  of  chess  via  the  airwaves  and  mail. 

WMMT  has  always  tried  to  serve  groups  of  people  who  weren't  represented 
in  mainstream  commercial  media.  "These  prisoners  need  to  feel  that  there 
is  a media  outlet  that  is  interested  in  their  well-being,"  stated 
station  manager  Barry  Rueger.  "Certainly  the  Holiday  season  is  a time 
when  everyone  wants  to  hear  the  voices  of  their  family  and  loved  ones. 

We  are  helping  to  make  that  possible." 

WMMT  signal  covers  a large  portion  of  5 states  and  has  also  broadcasted 
its  unique  regional  sound  over  the  Internet  since  1999.  WMMT  is  part  of 
the  media  arts  center  Appalshop.  Appalshop  began  as  a War  on  Poverty 
program  to  train  mountain  young  people  in  media  production.  Appalshop 
produces  and  presents  work  that  celebrates  the  culture  and  voices  the 
concerns  of  people  living  in  the  Appalachian  Mountains. 

While  devoted  to  a particular  place,  Appalshop  work  addresses  universal 
concerns,  lane  Alexander,  former  chairman  of  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts,  called  Appalshop  one  of  the  jewels  in  the  NEA's  crown  and  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities  has  called  the  organization  one  of 
the  nation's  most  important  community-based  humanities  centers. 

For  more  information  about  the  broadcast  for  prisoners  contact:  Amelia 
Kirby  or  Nick  Szuberla  606-633-0108  Or  e-mail:  <cmi@appalshop.org> 

Website:  www.appalshop.org/wmmt 

"RE : lury:  Inmate's  Rights  Violated"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Dec  2000  06:02:16  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Paul  Pureau  <paul_pureau@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : lury:  Inmate's  rights  violated 

Mailing  List:  ndn-aim  <ndn-aim@egroups . com> 

http: //www. tulsaworld . com/NewsStory. asp? ID=001217_Ne_al7 jury i 

lury:  Inmate's  rights  violated 

By  AP  Wire  Service 

12/17/00 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (AP)  --  A federal  jury  ruled  Friday  that  the  civil  rights 
of  an  inmate  who  was  found  hanging  by  the  neck  in  his  cell  at  the  Federal 
Transfer  Center  were  violated,  but  jurors  rejected  claims  that  the  inmate 
was  murdered. 

lurors  awarded  $20,000  in  compensatory  damages  to  the  family  of  Kenneth 
Michael  Trentadue,  finding  that  former  prison  officer  Lt.  Stuart  A.  Lee 
was  "deliberately  indifferent"  to  the  inmate's  "serious  medical  needs." 

But  the  jury  did  not  find  that  Lee  violated  Trentadue 's  civil  rights  by 
using  excessive  force  against  him  or  by  failing  to  protect  him  from  an 
assault . 

Lee  was  the  officer  in  charge  at  the  Federal  Transfer  Center  on  Aug.  21, 
1995,  when  Trentadue  was  found  hanging  in  his  supposedly  suicide-proof 
cell.  Both  federal  and  state  law  enforcement  officials  called  the  death  a 
suicide,  but  Trentadue's  family  accused  prison  guards  of  murdering  him. 

Photographs  of  the  body,  covered  in  blood,  caused  suspicion  that 
Trentadue  was  the  victim  of  a beating. 

Questions  lingered  as  state  Medical  Examiner  Fred  Iordan  initially  could 
not  determine  how  Trentadue  died. 


Paul  Pureau 

to  subscribe  to  ndn-aim  send  a blank  mail  to:  ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups . com 
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"RE : No  Death  Penalty  for  Hatcher  Prosecution  Witness"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Dec  2000  09:46:39  -0600 
From:  mis  <tusweca@twlakes . net> 

Sub j : Fwd:  No  death  penalty  for  Hatcher  prosecution  witness 

An  update  from  the  Eddie  Hatcher  Defense  Committee 
http://www.eddiehatcher.org 

Dear  friends  and  supporters  of  Eddie  Hatcher: 

There  has  been  a major  development  in  Eddie's  case  this  week.  A 
key  prosecution  witness  in  Eddie's  capital  murder  trial  was  charged  with 
killing  a man  in  May  2000.  District  Attorney  Johnson  Britt  announced  in 
court  this  week  that  he  will  not  seek  the  death  penalty  against  this 
witness,  Phillip  Quinn  Smith. 

Smith  has  been  held  in  the  Robeson  County  Jail  for  7 months  on 
$200,000  bail,  and  until  this  past  week,  had  a potential  death  sentence 
hanging  over  his  head.  He  is  is  expected  to  testify  in  Eddie's  upcoming 
trial  that,  soon  after  the  murder,  Eddie  supposedly  told  him  he  killed 
Brian  McMillan.  Smith  is  the  witness  about  whom  former  federal 
prosecutor  Maurice  Geiger  commented,  "All  they  (the  prosecution)  have  is 
a fabricated  statement  from  a snitch  who  they  have  a hook  in  and  a 
hammer  over." 

"I  don't  support  the  death  penalty  but  it  is  very  wrong  to  threaten 
someone  with  it  to  make  them  lie  on  someone  else,"  says  Eddie's  mother, 
Thelma  Clark.  "I  am  sitting  here  watching  the  DA  set  the  trap  with  lies 
to  get  my  son  the  death  penalty  and  there  is  nothing  I can  do." 

This  is  not  the  first  time  something  like  this  has  happened  in  the 
case.  Another  potential  witness,  George  Allen  Locklear,  told  Eddie's 
private  investigator  that  SBI  agents  threatened  him  with  life  in  prison 
for  "aiding  and  abetting  a murderer"  if  he  didn't  lie  and  say  Eddie  told 
him  he  killed  McMillan.  Locklear  initially  caved  in  to  the  SBI,  but 
later  told  Eddie's  private  investigator  how  he  "gave  them  what  they 
wanted  to  hear": 

Investigator  Thurman:  Okay  George  we  were  talking  about  the 
Eddie  Hatcher  case  and  about  the  investigation  that  the  police  officers 
did,  did  they  talk  to  you. 

George  Allen  Locklear:  Yeah. 

Thurman:  What  manner  did  they  talk  with  you. 

Locklear:  God  d--n,  they  threatened  me. 

Thurman:  How  did  they  do  that. 

Locklear:  Life  in  prison,  told  me  I could  get  time  just  by  giving  him 
water  and  food . . . 

Locklear:  They  (the  SBI)  did  all  the  threatening  down  there 
at  the  trailer  because  he  slammed  his  badge  down  on  the  table  and  he 
said  you  don't  know  who  you  are  messing  with,  you  ain't  messing  with 
these  little  boys  around  here. 

Thurman:  You  were  getting  uneasy  at  that  point  weren't  you. 

Locklear:  Hell  yeah. 

Thurman:  As  a result  of  all  that  talking  to  them  you  cooperated  with 
them  and  gave  them  what  they  wanted  to  hear. 

Locklear:  Yeah. 

Eddie's  capital  murder  trial  is  scheduled  to  begin  on  April  9, 

2001.  For  more  articles  on  the  current  situation,  see  below. 

Please  remember  to  call  Court  TV  (212-973-2800)  and  request  that 
they  air  Eddie's  upcoming  trial.  Also,  remember  to  check  the  website 
for  other  updates:  www.eddiehatcher .org 


Thank  you  for  your  continued  support, 
John  Johnson 


919-914-7106 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  SEE  BELOW: 

1)  Fayetteville  Observer  article: 
penalty,  DA  says" 

2)  Fayetteville  Observer  article: 

3)  Fayetteville  Observer  article: 


"Hatcher  witness  won't  face  death 

"Maxton  man  shot  to  death  in  yard" 
"Murder  charge  filed  against  Smith 


1)  Fayetteville  Observer 
Saturday,  December  16,  2000 


Hatcher  witness  won't  face  death  penalty,  DA  says 
By  A1  Greenwood 
Staff  writer 

LUMBERTON  --  District  Attorney  Johnson  Britt  said  Friday  that  he  will 
not  seek  the  death  penalty  in  the  murder  case  against  Phillip  Quinn 
Smith . 

Smith,  who  is  22,  is  accused  of  shooting  Kenneth  Patrick  Bell  to  death 
on  May  11.  Bell  was  27. 

If  convicted.  Smith  could  be  sentenced  to  life  in  prison. 

Britt  said  there  were  no  aggravating  factors  to  make  the  case  a death 
penalty  case.  He  said  he  didn't  think  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to 
support  a key  allegation  --  that  Smith  apparently  knew  he  was  shooting 
into  an  occupied  building  during  the  alleged  murder. 

Judge  Frank  Floyd  set  Smith's  bail  at  $200,000.  Smith  remained  in  jail 
on  Friday.  A trial  date  has  not  been  scheduled. 

Smith  is  expected  to  be  a witness  in  Eddie  Hatcher's  murder  trial. 

Hatcher  is  accused  of  killing  19-year-old  Brian  McMillian  on  May  31, 
1999.  Police  say  Hatcher  shot  McMillian  because  he  believed  McMillian 
broke  into  his  home. 

Hatcher  has  said  that  he  did  not  kill  McMillian,  and  that  he  does  not 
believe  McMillian  broke  into  his  home. 

Hatcher's  trial  is  scheduled  for  Apri  9.  If  convicted,  he  faces  the 
death  penalty. 

Britt  said  his  decision  not  to  pursue  the  death  penalty  in  Smith's  case 
had  nothing  to  do  with  his  being  a witness  in  Hatcher's  trial. 

2)  Fayetteville  Observer 

Friday,  May  12,  2000 

Maxton  man  shot  to  death  in  yard 

Robeson  County  investigators  have  a suspect  and  are  pursuing  leads. 

By  James  Locklear 
Staff  writer 

MAXTON  --  Robeson  County  homicide  detectives  are  investigating  the  third 
killing  in  the  Maxton  area  this  week. 

Kenneth  Patrick  Bell  Jr.  was  found  shot  to  death  early  Thursday  in  his 
neighbor's  yard,  said  Sheriff's  Ma j . Jimmy  Maynor. 

Bell,  who  was  27,  died  at  the  scene.  He  was  shot  once  in  the  head  with 
a large-caliber  weapon.  Maynor  said  that  investigators  don't  think  the 
case  is  related  to  another  murder  case,  in  which  two  people  died. 

James  Jones  told  investigators  someone  fired  several  shots  into  his 
trailer  at  2674  McGirt  Gin  Road  about  2 a.m.  He  said  he  found  Bell  lying 
in  the  yard  mortally  wounded  when  he  checked  on  the  gunfire,  Maynor 
said . 

Maynor  said  detectives  have  leads  and  a suspect.  He  said  he  doesn't  know 
if  anyone  else  was  in  the  yard  with  Bell. 

Bell  lived  at  2607  McGirt  Gin  Road,  which  is  about  three  miles  northwest 
of  Maxton. 

Sheriff's  detectives  and  State  Bureau  of  Investigation  agents  combed  the 
area  around  Jones'  house  for  evidence  early  Tuesday. 

In  the  other  murder,  a double  homicide,  a Smiling  Road  couple  was 
ambushed  Monday  morning  as  they  sat  in  their  car  in  front  of  their 
mobile  home.  Teresa  Locklear,  who  was  32,  and  William  Lee  Hunt,  who  was 
33,  were  each  shot  at  least  once  in  the  head  as  they  prepared  to  take 


Locklear's  11-year-old  son  to  school  about  7 a.m. 

The  boy  was  in  the  car  but  wasn't  injured. 

Investigators  have  warrants  charging  a Laurinburg  man  in  that  fatal 
shooting.  Shawn  Clark  has  eluded  authorities  from  several  law 
enforcement  agencies.  He  is  27  and  lives  on  John's  Mill  Road  in  Scotland 
County,  about  two  miles  west  of  the  Robeson  County  line. 

He  is  considered  armed  and  dangerous. 

Anyone  with  information  in  either  murder  is  asked  to  call  the  Robeson 
County  Sheriff's  Office  at  671-3100  or  the  SBI  at  486-1262. 

3)  Fayetteville  Observer 
Saturday,  May  13,  2000 
Murder  charge  filed  against  Smith 
A staff  report 

MAXTON  --  Investigators  say  Phillip  Quinn  Smith  shot  Kenneth  Patrick 
Bell  to  death  Thursday  morning  and  left  his  body  in  a neighbor's  yard. 

Smith  was  charged  Thursday  night  with  first-degree  murder  and  was  being 
held  without  bail.  He  is  22.  Bell  was  27. 

Investigators  say  the  men  had  an  argument  about  two  weeks  ago  that  may 
have  led  to  the  shooting.  Smith  lives  on  the  1700  block  of  McGirt  Gin 
Road  near  Bell. 

A neighbor,  James  Jones,  said  he  found  Bell  dead  in  his  yard  after 
several  shots  hit  his  house  about  2 a.m. 

Bell  was  shot  once  in  the  forehead  with  a large-caliber  weapon. 
Investigators  said  Bell  had  walked  to  Jones'  house  when  Smith  pulled  up 
in  a car  and  started  shooting. 

"RE : Peltier  Clemency  Request  to  be  Reviewed"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Dec  2000  14:17:24  -0600 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy . org> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

- -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename=" PELTIER  CLEMENCY" 

Peltier  clemency  request  to  be  reviewed 

American  Indian  activist  convicted  of  1975  murder  of  2 FBI  agents 
Associated  Press 

WASHINGTON  --  The  White  House  says  President  Clinton  will  review  pending 
requests  for  executive  clemency  before  he  leaves  office  in  January, 
including  that  of  Leonard  Peltier,  the  American  Indian  activist  convicted 
of  murdering  two  FBI  agents  in  South  Dakota. 

The  president  "will  focus  on  as  many  clemency  cases  as  he  can  after  the 
election  and  that  will  be  one  of  them,"  White  House  spokesman  Daniel 
Cruise  said  Sunday. 

He  added  that  it  was  unlikely  the  president  would  be  able  to  review  any 
clemency  requests  made  late  in  the  year. 

Also  Sunday,  the  White  House  released  the  transcript  of  Clinton's  Nov.  7 
interview  with  radio  station  WBAI-FM  in  New  York  City  in  which  the 
president  was  asked  about  the  Peltier  case. 

Clinton  said  then  that  he  would  review  all  clemency  applications  "and 
see  what  the  merits  dictate  ...  based  on  the  evidence." 

Asked  specifically  about  Peltier,  Clinton  said  he  has  "never  had  time 
actually  to  sit  down  myself  and  review  that  case." 

"I  know  it's  very  important  to  a lot  of  people,  maybe  on  both  sides  of 
the  issue,"  he  said.  "And  I think  I owe  it  to  them  to  give  it  an  honest 
look-see. " 

On  June  26,  1975,  FBI  agents  Ronald  A.  Williams  and  Jack  R.  Coler 
pursued  a robbery  suspect  into  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South 
Dakota . 

A shootout  erupted  with  activists  from  the  American  Indian  Movement. 

Two  suspects  were  acquitted  and  a third  freed  for  lack  of  evidence. 
Peltier,  after  fleeing  to  Canada  and  being  extradited  to  the  United 
States,  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  consecutive  life  terms  in  1977. 

The  conviction  came  despite  defense  claims  that  evidence  against  him  had 


been  falsified. 

Peltier,  56,  is  serving  the  terms  at  the  U.S.  Penitentiary  in 
Leavenworth,  Kan. 

He  has  suffered  from  health  problems  in  recent  years. 

In  Dune,  a parole  examiner  recommended  that  Peltier's  sentences  be 
continued  until  his  next  full  parole  hearing  in  2008. 

Copyright  c.  2000  Associated  Press,  All  Rights  Reserved 
Copyright  c.  2000  The  Idaho  Statesman-Review 

"RE : Counter  the  FBI's  Demonstration  against  Peltier"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Dec  2000  17:01:43  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : URGENT  PELTIER  ACTION! 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

URGENT  ACTION: 

COUNTER  THE  FBI'S  DEMONSTRATION  AGAINST  PELTIER 
HERE  IS  WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 

(in  order  by  priority) 

1.  Calls  to  the  White  House:  202-456-1111  FLOOD  THE  COMMENT  LINE  WITH 
CALLS  TOMORROW! 

Talking  Points: 

*1  am  calling  to  express  my  outrage  over  the  FBI's  demonstration  against 
Leonard  Peltier 

*As  members  of  law  enforcement,  the  FBI  should  be  neutral  and  should  not 
interfere  in  the  clemency  process. 

^Furthermore,  the  FBI  continues  to  make  false  statements  about  the  case  of 
Leonard  Peltier.  There  is  no  evidence  that  Leonard  Peltier  shot  anyone  and 
in  fact,  the  US  Prosecutor  admits  that  he  cannot  prove  who  shot  the  agents. 
Yet,  Leonard  Peltier  has  remained  behind  bars  for  over  24  years. 

^Keeping  a wrongly  convicted  man  in  prison  is  extremely  damaging  to  public 
relations  with  Law  enforcement 

*1  want  to  express  my  full  support  of  Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard 
Peltier 

2.  Contact  members  of  Congress:  Contact  your  Congressional  Representatives 
and  express  your  outrage  with  FBI  attempts  to  block  clemency.  Talking 
points  listed  above  apply  here  as  well.  The  switchboard  number  is: 
202-224-3121.  The  operator  can  transfer  you  to  your  representative. 

3.  Contact  local  media:  Please  send  out  our  Press  Advisory  to  your  local 
media  and  send  letters  to  the  editor  to  your  local  papers.  These  are 
included  at  the  bottom  of  this  message. 

4.  Hold  a local  vigil:  If  you  have  the  capacity  to  pull  together  a group 
of  people  for  a vigil,  this  may  help  tie  the  story  into  your  local  press. 
Send  out  a press  advisory  to  notify  local  media  about  your  event.  The 
talking  points  listed  above  can  also  be  used  for  the  press. 


To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  lpdc-on@mail-list.com 

"RE;  PELTIER:  Keep  Making  Those  Calls"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Dec  2000  20:30:55  -0800 
From:  "Lona"  <tahomagirl@earthlink. net> 

Sub j : PELTIER/  keep  making  those  calls 

Mailing  List:  Indianz  elist  <Indianz@egroups . com> 

We  are  on  the  countdown  now.  Please  call  every  day  to  the  Whitehouse. 
You  might  even  call  twice.  Demand  clemency  for  Leonard  Peliter. 

White  House  number  (202-456-1111) 

Press  0 after  they  answer  to  bypass  the  recorded  survey. 


The  LPDC  has  provided  us  with  a toll  free  number  if  we  can  not  afford 
to  call  or  are  away  from  home. 

1-877-561-1364 

Please  make  those  calls  9 am  till  5 pm  eastern  each  day.. 

Thank  you. 

Lona 

( please  feel  free  to  pass  this  along) 

_-> 

Indianz  at  http://www.egroups.com  - a group  for,  by,  and  about  Indianz 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Mon,  18  December  2000  20:55:07  -0520 

From:  "lanet  Smith"  <jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com> 

Sub  j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66052 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Manuel  Redwoman 
# 24920 

700  Conley  Lake  Road 
Deerlodge  MT 
59  722 

Ancestry:  Northern  Cheyenne 

Eugene  Little  Fox  Baxter 
ADC  15041713400 
ASPC-Safford/Tonto  Unit 
P.O.  Box  #2400 
Safford,  AZ  85548 

Send  herbs  to 
c/o  Chaplain(N . A. I . ) 

Arizona  State  Prison  Complex  Safford 
Tonto  Unit 
P.O.  Box  #2400 
Safford,  AZ  85548 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them, 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money. 


Kay  Weems 

C/O  Ada  County  lail 
7210  Barrister 
Boise,  ID  83704 
Ancestry:  Coeur  D Alene 

Wanda  True  Breast  Heffernon  #1073245 
Women's  Correctional  Center 
1590  Maple  Ave 

Redwood  City,  California  94063 


stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time. 

Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66052 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  3ail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640529,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Mon,  04  Dec  2000  23:15:47  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis(3epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  THE  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  PA  - October  28,  1887 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

[Note  to  INDIAN  HELPER  recipients:  Oct.  21,  1887  (vol.  III/No.  11)  is 
missing  from  the  USMHI  collections.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA. 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  28,  1887  NO.  12 


LIVE  FOR  SOMETHING. 


Live  for  something;  be  not  idle; 
Look  about  you  for  employ; 

Sit  not  down  to  useless  dreaming  - 
Labour,  and  its  sweets,  enjoy  -- 

Folded  hands  are  ever  weary. 
Selfish  hearts  are  never  gay; 

Life  for  you  has  many  duties 
Active  be,  then,  in  your  day. 


HOME  DIFFICULTIES  OF  A YOUNG  INDIAN  GIRL. 


Continued  from  Number  8 Indian  Helper. 

For  some  days  after  the  scolding  recieved  from  her  mother  Fanny  saw 
great  difficulties  in  the  way  which  disturbed  her  dreadfully  and  caused 
her  to  feel  that  she  never  could  do  right  in  that  place. 

Her  ignorant  mother  would  not  allow  any  kind  of  work  done  Fanny's  way 
- no  housecleaning,  no  washing  nor  ironing  nor  dusting  nor  sewing,  yet 
good  Fanny  determined  never  to  speak  an  unkind  word  to  her  mother,  but 
to  bear  with  her  queer  Indian  ways  when  she  could  not  lead  her  gently 
out  of  them. 

One  day,  after  weeks  of  this  miserable  way  of  living,  Fanny  thought 


she  would  try  again.  She  astonished  hen  mother  by  saying,  "Mother,  will 
you  let  me  make  some  white  man's  bread?" 

"No,"  growled  the  unloving  mother. 

"Why  not"  questioned  the  daughter. 

"I  don't  want  any  White  man's  bread.  It  will  make  us  sick  to  eat  it." 

Fanny  smiled  at  this  foolish  objection,  and  continued,  "It  will  not 
make  us  sick.  I want  to  show  you  how  good  it  is.  I learned  to  bake 
good  bread  when  I was  at  Carlisle.  I think  you  will  like  to  eat  some 
nice  light  bread.  Will  you  let  me  try,  my  mother?" 

"Well,  if  you  want  to  try,  go  ahead.  I don't  want  to  eat  any  of  it, 
but  I am  willing  to  see  you  try,"  replied  the  mother. 

Fanny  was  delighted  and  when  evening  came  she  set  the  bread  to  rise, 
in  the  same  way  she  had  been  taught  at  Carlisle.  The 
yeast  was  not  the  same  as  ours,  but  the  kind  which  is  sold  by  the 
traders  in  that  country  - hard,  dry  yeast.  There  were  directions  on  the 
outside  cover  which  told  just  how  to  use  it,  so  she  had  no  trouble  in 
setting  the  bread. 

The  next  morning,  however,  the  poor  girl  did  not  have  such  good  luck. 
She  could  not  get  the  oven  of  their  miserable  old  stove  hot.  After 
kneading  her  bread  and  moulding  it  out  into  pans,  (there  happened  to  be 
two  black  pans  in  the  house)  she  piled  wood  into  the  stove  and  tried  her 
best  to  heat  the  oven.  To  a baking  heat  she  could  not  get  it,  so  her 
bread  soured  and  was  not  half  baked  through.  The  outside  was  burned 
black  while  the  inside  remained  sour  dough. 

Oh,  but  Fanny  was  down-hearted  and  discouraged  when  she  looked  at  the 
first  bread  baked  at  home! 

The  family  could  not  eat  the  stuff  and  the  mother  just  laughed  and 
poked  fun  at  her  daughter. 

"I  told  you  you  would  not  do  it.  What  do  you  call  this,  anyhow?"  she 
asked.  "You  can't  live  like  a white  woman  in  this  house.  You'd  better 
put  on  Indian  clothes  and  live  as  your  sisters  and  I do." 

Although  Fanny  was  grieved  because  she  failed  to  make  good  bread,  yet 
she  wasn't  going  to  put  on  Indian  clothes  even  if  she  DID  fail. 

When  her  mother  and  sisters  laughed  at  the  bad  bread,  Fanny  felt  more 
like  crying. 

She  did  not  cry,  however,  but  with  heavy  heart  yet  'light  and  gentle 
voice  said,  "Let  me  try  again,  sometime,  mother  dear,  I think  I can  do 
better  next  time." 

Old  Indian  women  have  a laugh  when  they  do  not  WANT  to  laugh,  which  is 
impossible  to  describe,  but  to  a person  familiar  with  the  sound  it  is 
positively  Satanic.  This  kind  of  a laugh  Fanny's  mother  gave  when  asked 
by  her  daughter  if  she  could  try  again. 

In  a few  days  Fanny  did  try  again  and  had  good  bread.  At  this  bread 
her  mother  laughed  in  a different  way  which  showed  surprise  and 
pleasure . 

The  father,  who  was  a policeman  at  the 


Continued  on  Fourth  Page. 
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(Five  cents  extra  for  every  change  of  address 
after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.0,  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-Man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


The  INDIAN  HELPER  is  paid  for  in  advance,  so  do  not  hesitate  to  take 
the  paper  from  the  Post  Office,  for  fear  a bill  will  be  presented. 


FOR  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  BY  C.M.F.,  OF  HAMPTON,  VA. 

A Mistake. 

Several  papers  have  made  the  announcement  that  our  Indian  students 
were  to  put  into  St.  John's  Church  in  Hampton  a "fine  window  in  memory 
of  Pocahontas."  This  is  all  a great  mistake  and  has  almost  no 
foundation . 

The  facts  in  the  case  are  simply  these:  The  old  church,  the  oldest  now 
in  use  in  the  United  States,  was  sadly  despoiled  during  the  war  and  the 
people  have  been  making  every  effort  since  then  to  get  it  into  good 
repair.  Money  comes  slowly  in  this  part  of  the  country  and  many  of  the 
cheap  windows  are  yet  unreplaced  by  appropriate  ones. 

When  the  Indians  first  came  to  Hampton  this  church  opened  its  arms  to 
them  at  once  and  has  ever  since  made  them  welcome.  Every  Sabbath  thirty 
or  more  Indians  go  there  to  church,  some  singing  in  the  choir. 

The  Indians  having  almost  no  money  cannot,  of  course,  bear  any 
perceptible  share  of  the  church  expenses,  still  they  wanted  to  do 
something. 

By  selling  things  they  had  made  or  got  from  home,  they  raised  a small 
sum  and  then  one  winter  when  the  Hygeia  Hotel  was  full  of  northern 
visitors  gave  an  entertainment  consisting  of  tableaux  from  Hiawatha. 

This  was  very  successful. 

The  church  people  thought  it  would  be  better  to  put  the  money  into 
some  special  object  and  suggested  that  as  windows  were  needed  the  money 
should  go  in  that  way  and  serve  as  a sort  of  memorial  of  the  Indian 
students  in  whom  they  had  been  so  much  interested. 

The  Bishop  of  Virginia  hearing  of  this,  offered  to  add  enough  to  the 
Indians'  money  to  put  in  a more  elaborate  window  and  the  Baptism  of 
Pocahontas  was  suggested  by  the  white  friends.  That  is  as  far  as  the 
matter  has  gone. 

No  one  either  white  or  Indian  has  ever  thought  of  it  as  a memorial  to 
that  distinguished  Virginia  lady,  or  as  the  Picayune  has  it,  "Sacred  to 
the  saintly  virtues  of  a squaw  of  fiction,"  the  Indians  least  of  all. 


Mr.  Albert  Hyde  and  wife.  Masters  Bertie,  Edward  and  Alex  with  their 
little  sister  Mary,  and  our  esteemed  friend.  Miss  Hyde,  who  for  six 
years  was  girls'  mother,  but  now  is  with  her  brother,  visited  the  school 
a few  hours  only,  Wednesday,  on  their  way  to  Wichita,  Kansas,  from  their 
old  homestead  in  Lee,  Mass.  Every  one  regretted  their  short,  and 
unsatisfactory  stay.  We  trust  the  next  time  they  come  they  will  do 
better.  If  time  should  be  short,  however,  the  Man-on-the-band-stand 
suggests  that  they  might  telephone  over  from  Harrisburg,  that  they  are 
passing  through.  It  would  not  be  much  more  aggravating  than  such  a wee 
bit  of  a visit. 


Hurrah!  We  had  a husking-bee,  too!  On  last  Saturday,  90  boys  went  to 
the  lower  farm  and  husked  26  acres  of  corn,  tied  the  fodder,  cleaned  the 
corn  of  silk,  put  half  of  it  in  the  crib,  and  were  home  by  3:30  P.M. 

Over  half  of  the  boys  had  never  before  husked  corn.  The  boys  returned 
in  military  file,  for  fun,  carrying  cornstalks  for  swords  and 
handkerchiefs  for  flags.  They  enjoyed  the  day  hugely.  Maurice  Walker 
husked  40  shocks,  coming  out  best  in  speed.  Otto  Zotom  was  next  best. 


The  question  about  the  teaching  of  Indian  languages  in  Indian  Schools 
was  discussed  by  the  boys'  debating  club  last  Friday  night,  but  as  a 
large  number  of  the  members  went  to  town  to  hear  Burdette,  the  great 
lecturer,  the  debate  was  not  satisfactory  and  the  question  will  be 
discussed  openly,  before  long.  We  are  glad  to  hear  this  as  the  meeting 
is  sure  to  be  one  of  unusual  interest. 


A letter  from  Miss  Folsom  of  the  Hampton  Normal  Institute,  VA., 
rectifies  a mistake  we  printed  through  clippings  taken  from  exchanges. 
We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  publish  the  truth  of  the  matter  from  the  pen 
of  so  pleasing  a writer  and  Miss  C.M.F.,  and  who  certainly  is  in  a 
position  to  know  all  the  circumstances. 


Books  and  pen-holders  are  sometimes  missing,  of  late,  from  the  school 
rooms.  Is  it  possible  there  is  a thief  among  us?  Let  us  find  him  out 
and  crush  him  down  if  he  will  not  be  helped  up. 
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Rain? 

Or  shine? 

That  is  the  question. 

Miss  Ely  will  come  tomorrow. 


A little  more  quiet,  boys,  in  the  singing  class. 


The  new  cistern  with  a capacity  of  64,000  gallons,  is  finished. 


John  Miller  and  Charles  Wheelock  have  joined  the  printers'  corps. 


Say  "Renewal"  in  your  letter  when  you  send  ten  cents  for  another  year. 


We  can  make  our  minds  pure  by  crushing  out  and  throwing  away  all  bad 
thoughts . 


The  Apache  babies,  with  their  mothers,  paid  their  first  visit  to  the 
quarters  Thursday. 


Conrad  and  Frank  Dorian  are  soliciting  subscriptions  of  the  boys  to 
buy  a football. 


The  new  coal  house  down  by  the  railroad  bridge  is  under  roof  and  ready 
for  the  tinners. 


The  brick  walk  in  front  of  the  Boys'  Quarters  has  been  nicely  repaired 
and  looks  well. 


The  girls  are  busy  doing  some  pretty  fancy  work.  A pleasant  outlook 
for  Christmas  for  somebody. 


The  second  coat  of  plastering  is  on  more  than  half  of  the  Little  Boys' 
Quarters'  the  tin  roof  is  all  on,  and  the  flooring  in  both  stories  about 
complete . 


The  boys  have  collected  $14.70  for  pictures  to  ornament  their  new 
assembly  room.  They  do  not  mean  to  be  behind  the  times  in  anything. 


The  large  boys  have  selected  their  permanent  rooms  and  will  occupy 
them  with  pleasure  as  soon  as  the  small  boys  move  into  their  own 
quarters . 


A boy  was  heard  to  say  the  other  day  that  he  has  studied  more  this 
year,  already,  than  all  of  last  year,  having  a better  chance  in  the  new 
quarters.  Nearly  all  are  doing  their  best  and  making  better  progress 
than  ever  before. 


Miss  Irvine,  Delia  Hicks  and  Annie  Thomas,  attended  the  Women's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Pennsylvania  held  at 
Reading  this  week.  Capt.  Pratt,  Chester  Cornelius  and  Samuel  Townsend 
addressed  the  meeting  Wednesday  night. 

The  iron  spiral  stair-way  for  the  new  gymnasium  has  arrived  and  is 
being  put  in  place. 


The  inside  walk  of  the  gymnasium  is  ready  for  use.  Thirteen  times 
around  make  one  mile. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  and  daughter,  of  Rising  Sun,  Md.,  visited  the 
school  Saturday  morning. 


The  years'  supply  of  new  school  books  have  arrived,  and  enthusiasm  and 
interest  in  study  increased. 


A number  of  interesting  letters  and  speeches  by  Indian  pupils  will  be 
printed  in  the  November  STAR. 


"How  is  my  little  brother  getting  on  with  his  grow,"  asked  one  of  the 
little  Indian  boys  of  his  parents  in  a home  letter  this  month. 


The  boys'  playground  back  of  the  school  rooms  has  been  abandoned  and 
hereafter  will  be  farmed.  In  its  place  they  have  been  given  part  of  the 
field  east  of  the  stable,  sufficient  to  lay  off  foot  and  baseball 
grounds . 


The  boys'  library  now  contains  253  books.  Luke  Phillips  is  Librarian, 
and  he  has  everything  arranged  according  to  system.  Books  can  be  taken 
out  or  returned  twice  a week,  between  7 and  7:30  A.M. 


"New  coats  are  quite  intoxicating,"  remarked  a lady  at  the  breakfast 
table  this  morning.  No  wonder!  For  a possessor  of  a fine  plush,  late 
last  night,  got  into  the  wrong  hall  and  parlor  on  the  way  to  her  own 
room. 


A good  sign  when  Indian  boys  want  to  buy  histories  and  other  useful 
books  instead  of  watches  and  fine  clothes.  A number  of  the  large  boys 
are  laying  in  a supply  of  solid  reading  matter. 


The  Man-on-the-band-stand  would  like  to  see  a large  party  of  Indian 
boys  and  girls  tonight  at  Mrs.  Calhoun's  readings,  in  the  Opera  house. 
We  have  not  forgotten  the  delightful  entertainment  she  gave  in  our 
chapel,  and  her  friends  at  the  Indian  school  will  go  a long  way  to  hear 
her  again. 


The  pupil  teachers,  Dessie  Prescott,  Edith  Abner,  Lily  Cornelius  and 
Jemima  Wheelock,  are  much  interested  in  their  work  and  do  well.  They 
take  classes  from  all  the  rooms,  and  it  makes  the  Man-on-the-band-stand 
glad  to  see  the  large  boys  of  the  different  classes  gentlemanly  in  their 
behavior  when  reciting. 
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continued  from  First  Page. 


Agency,  came  home  the  night  they  had  the  good  bread  for  supper,  and  when 
he  entered  the  house  and  saw  everything  clean  and  the  supper  spread  on  a 
white  cloth  on  a box  table,  instead  of  the  ground;  then  he  saw  the  white 
man's  bread,  the  steaming  coffee,  the  meat  in  a tin  dish  in  the  centre 
of  the  table,  and  as  he  noticed  the  many  other  changes  he  knew  whose 
hands  had  done  the  work,  and  he  knew  how  to  be  grateful,  and  one  way  in 
which  he  showed  his  gratitude  was  by  washing  and  combing  before  sitting 
down . 

Fanny  now  felt  paid  for  her  work  for  she  saw  that  her  father  was 
pleased . 

When  the  mother  saw  the  husband  with  clean  hands  and  face  and  hair 
combed  she  also  washed,  and  then  the  sisters  wanted  to  be  clean,  like 
father  and  mother. 

That  night  at  supper  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  Indian 
family  that  the  food  was  served  in  a nice  clean  way.  They  never  before 
sat  at  a table,  and  they  never  before  cared  whether  hands  and  faces  were 
clean  or  not. 


Fanny  had  won  the  day.  After  this  the  mother  learned  to  rely  upon  her 
daughter's  judgment  about  things,  and  allowed  her  to  manage  the  house  in 
the  way  she  wished. 

Thus  Fanny  went  on,  day  after  day  and  week  after  week,  doing  this 
little  piece  of  work  and  that  little  act  of  kindness,  making  this  thing 
straight  and  easy  and  mending  another  that  had  become  crooked  and  wrong, 
all  the  time  cheerful  and  happy  in  crushing  out  the  difficulties  as  they 
came  in  her  way. 

Through  her  example,  other  camp  girls  learned  to  be  clean  and  neat, 
other  families  fixed  up  their  houses  and  lived  more  decently. 

Fanny's  life  in  that  Indian  camp  was  full  of  trials,  but  she  kept  on 
and  on  and  on;  when  the  Indians  laughed  at  her  for  wearing  her  Carlisle 
hat,  or  doing  other  good  and  right  things,  she  didn't  care,  but  carried 
herself  in  a quiet  dignified  womanly  way  which  before  long  won  the 
respect  of  every  Indian  man,  woman  and  child  who  knew  her,  and  made  many 
friends  among  the  Agency  white  people,  some  of  whom  had  begun  to  think 
that  there  was  no  use  in  trying  to  teach  the  Indians  civilized  ways. 

The  difficulties  our  girls  are  obliged  to  meet  when  they  return  to 
their  homes  are  many  times  almost  overpowering. 

We  haven't  pictured  the  terrible  temptations  which  beset  and  drag  to 
ruin  many  an  Indian  youth  who  in  tender  years  is  sent  back  to  lift  up 
his  people. 

The  temptations  are  great  and  successes  hard-earned,  yet  it  it 
POSSIBLE  for  every  Carlisle  Indian  girl  to  do  the  same  kind  of  good, 
practical,  common-sense  work  among  her  people  when  she  goes  home  if  she 
will  be  STRONG  as  FANNY  was,  to  push  aside  the  difficulties  as  fast  as 
they  come. 


Enigma . 

My  5,  6,  1,  9 is  a grain  used  for  food,  especially  by  the  Chinese. 

My  7,  6,  3,  9 is  the  name  of  a coin. 

My  4,  2,  8 is  something  to  carry  things  in. 

My  whole  is  the  name  of  a famous  University. 


One  can  serve  God  at  the  desk  or  counter,  with  spade  or  hammer,  as 
truly  as  others  with  tracts  and  Bibles. 


True  glory  consists  in  doing  what  deserves  to  be  written,  in  writing 
what  deserves  to  be  read,  and  in  living  as  to  make  the  world  happier  and 
better.  -Pliny. 


As  a rule,  if  a boy  is  worthless,  thriftless  and  lazy  at  twenty-one, 
he  is  so  forever.  To  be  found  out  of  employment  in  a well  regulated 
community  is  a disgrace;  and  justly  so,  for  every  one  who  really  wants 
employment  can  find  it. 


Kind  words  are  easily  and  quickly  spoken,  but  they  do  good  to  yourself 
and  others. 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage.) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajoe  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 


Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  6 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


At  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  is  published  monthly  an  eight-page 
quarto  of  standard  size,  called  THE  MORNING  STAR,  the  mechanical  part  of 
which  is  done  entirely  by  Indian  boys.  This  paper  is  valuable  as  a 
summary  of  information  on  Indian  matters,  and  contains  writings  by 
Indian  pupils  and  local  incidents  of  the  school.  Terms:  Fifty  cents  a 
year,  in  advance. 

Sample  copies  sent  free. 

Address,  MORNING  STAR,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

For  1,  2 and  3 subscribers  for  THE  STAR  we  give  the  same  premiums 
offered  in  Standing  Offer  for  the  HELPER. 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 

"RE : Rustywire:  Soft  Female  Rain"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Apr  2000  19:07:07  GMT 
From:  "rustywire"  <rustywire@yahoomail . com> 

Sub j : Soft  Female  Rain 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

It  was  about  this  time  of  year,  the  dust  had  been  blowing  the  sun  was 
shining  down,  it  was  dry  and  sand  clouded  up  when  walking  through  the 
sage.  There  was  a big  rock,  one  with  carved  names  in  sandstone, 
initials  and  dates,  telling  of  others  who  had  come  this  same  way. 

What  is  this  place  called,  slowly  it  comes  to  mind . . . Hooshtah,  a place 
of  soft  blowing  sage,  moving  gentle  in  the  wind  even  on  this  hot 
afternoon.  Walking  through  them  you  get  the  urge  to  reach  out, 
extending  your  hands  out  to  the  side  and  feel  the  gentle  tips  of  these 
sage  as  you  wind  your  way  through  them.  The  red  sandstone,  Navajo 
sandstone  they  call  it  calls  you  to  it  and  so  you  walk  up  to  it  and 
feel  it  with  your  fingers.  All  those  initials,  come  new  and  some  faded 
of  an  earlier  time.  How  smooth  they  feel,  they  talk  silently  of  the 
young  lives  of  the  people  here  at  home.  Touching  the  rock  it  is  warm, 
and  this  makes  it  softer  to  the  touch.  Standing  there,  looking  at  it 
and  the  valley  below  I can  see  the  gentle  sheep  trails,  the  small  paths 
used  over  the  long  days  of  summer  and  the  cold  of  winter  to  herd  sheep 
over  the  rocks,  hills  and  mesas  around. 

Holding  onto  the  rock,  standing  against  it  the  clouds  come  over  slowly 
and  you  can  watch  the  shadow  race  across  the  ground.  Turning  and 
heading  off  through  the  sage,  it  slowly  comes,  just  a drop  and  then 
two.  It  falls,  and  the  sun  breaks  through  the  clouds  and  there  the 
drops  fall  ever  so  slowly  onto  the  ground.  They  drop  one  by  one  on  your 
face,  and  then  your  back  and  a few  on  your  neck.  It  feels  so  good,  the 
colors  of  the  rainbow  guardians  to  the  East  stretch  their  long  fingers 
across  the  horizon.  Rain,  soft  gentle  rain  covers  everything.  It  is 
time  to  change,  and  things  will  grow.  Softly  the  wind  blows  through  the 
sage  and  cools  the  earth,  now  covered  with  gentle  rain. 

Yasho,  it  is  good  to  see  it  so,  I look  around  one  more  time  at  the 
valley  below  and  see  that  the  colors  have  gone  pink,  blue,  glowing  gold 
and  the  sun  makes  it  way  down  over  the  mountain  leaving  the  rainbow  to 
paint  it's  colors  all  over  this  land  and  so  it  is  with  such  things  in 

Navajo  land,  my  home,  my  place  and  turning  I run  on  home 

rustywire 


"RE:  Poem:  Indian  Mama" 

Date:  Sat,  9 Dec  2000  07:11:39  EST 
From:  kaonefeather@aol.com 
Sub j : "Doing  Time..." 


Mailing  List: 


ndn-aim  <ndn-aim@egroups . com> 


"Doing  time  creates  a 
demented  darkness  of  my 
own  imagination... 

Doing  time  does  this  thing 
to.  But,  of  course,  you 
don't  do  time. 

You  do  without  it.  Or 
rather,  time  does  you. 

Time  is  a cannibal  that 
devours  the  flesh  of  your 
years 

day  by  day,  bite  by  bite." 

Leonard  Peltier 

"Prison  Writings .. .My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance" 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Dec  2000  06:10:42  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  24-30 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

24 

Sleep  passes  a mist  of  forgetfulness  over  our  sorrows. 

25 

In  peace  I go  forth  to  greet  each  day. 

26 

Snow  clothes  the  fiery  heart  of  the  volcano. 

27 

Hold  fast  to  friends,  for  they  are  the  greatest  of  treasures. 

28 

May  all  your  days  be  remembered  in  gladness. 

29 

The  stars  tonight  are  bright-etched  in  magic. 

30 

Sleep  soundly  when  the  year  has  run  its  course,  for  you  will 
awake  to  new  life. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Utah's  English-only  Role"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Dec  2000  07:23:46  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Paul  Pureau  <paul_pureau@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : Utah's  role  in  English-only  questioned 

Mailing  List:  ndn-aim  <ndn-aim@egroups . com> 

http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSigna Is /Head lines/ showfull . asp?ID=edu/12152000-2 

Utah's  role  in  English-only  questioned 
DECEMBER  15,  2000 


A Utah  judge  on  Thursday  said  he  will  give  the  state  of  Utah  more  time  to 
prepare  its  case  in  a lawsuit  filed  against  a new  "English-only"  law. 

Several  officials  filed  a lawsuit  against  the  state,  contending  it  is 
unconstitutional.  But  while  the  Attorney  General's  office  is  required  to 
defend  the  state,  another  attorney  in  the  office  is  supporting  the 
position  that  it  is  unlawful. 

As  a result,  the  judge  may  allow  Utahns  for  Official  English,  the  group 
which  pushed  for  passage  of  the  law,  to  intervene  in  the  lawsuit  and 
actively  defend  it.  The  state  would  still  remain  on  as  a defendant, 
however. 

Copyright  c.  Indianz.Com  2000. 


Paul  Pureau 

to  subscribe  to  ndn-aim  send  a blank  mail  to:  ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups.com 
ndn-aim  is  now  archived  on  line  at  Http://www. escribe.com/life/ndn-aim/ 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

"RE ; Teaching  Indigenous  Languages  Website"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Dec  2000  08:22:58  -0700 
From:  Don  Reyhner  <Don . Reyhner@NAU. EDU> 

Sub j : Teaching  Indigenous  Languages 
>To:  gars@nanews.org 

Dear  Sirs: 

You  might  be  interested  in  the  Teaching  Indigenous  Languages  website  at 
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~jar/TIL.html  that  has  a variety  of  information 
on  preserving,  protecting,  promoting,  and  teaching  indigenous  languages. 

Our  most  recent  publication,  which  is  full-text  at  our  site,  is  "Learn 
in  Beauty:  Indigenous  Education  for  a New  Century,  which  can  be  found  at 
http: //j an . ucc . nau . edu/~jar/LIB/LIBconts . html 

Don  Reyhner,  Associate  Professor 
Northern  Arizona  University 
http: //j an .ucc.nau.edu/~jar/ 

"RE;  Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  17  December  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy . org) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  15:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 

Sub j : new  pow  wow  listing 

o'  si  yo  gary 

please  add  this  to  your  pow  wow  listing. 

Native  Solutions  presents  3rd  Annaul  Intertribal  Powwow  April  27-29,  2001 
times-  Fri  9-2,  students  day. 

Fri  5-10,  dancing  & storytelling. 

Sat  10-10,  grand  entry  11:00. 

Sun, 10-5,  grand  entry  12:00. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Al...  exit  185  off  1-20 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
Admission  $5  - adults 

FREE  - seniors  55  and  up  & children  under  10 
Host  Drum  - Grey  Wolf  Singers,  Choctaw,  Philadelphia,  Ms 
Headman  - Don  Redbear 
Headlady  - Donna  Dulaney 
MC  - Gary  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Buck  Tucker 


Special  Flute  Performance  by  Larry  Campbell 
Learn  about  early  iron  forging  from  Dohn  Williams 

See  a primitive  encampment  with  period  items  such  as  clothing,  tools  & 
weapons  presented  by  Grey  Squirrel  Lodge. 

See  demonstrations  on  beadwork  and  dreamcatchers . 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcome 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed,  Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 
For  more  information  call  Tony  at  256-835-0110  or 

email  sundancer0@hotmail.com  or  call  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  256-820-6315. 
Vendors  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis 

or  emial  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com  or  lamehawk@yahoo.com. 

Thank  you  for  including  this  on  your  listing, 
raven spiritwalker 


WHISPERING  WINDS  POWWOW  DATES 
EMAIL  us  your  dates  (click  here) 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance 
Last  Update:  12/4/2 000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from  a 
variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

DECEMBER  2000 

2 Mason  School  Powwow.  Mason  Middle  School.  Tacoma,  WA. 

Info:  (253) -596-1139. 

2 The  Forgotten  People  Powwow.  FREE  Arts  & Crafts  booth  spaces. 

University  of  North  Texas  (no  city  provided). 

Info:  Vicki  (940)  369-7746  or  vgraham@dsa.admin.unt.edu 
2 4th  Annual  Santa  Rosa  Powwow.  Santa  Rosa  Veterans  Bldg.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA. 
Info:  (707)  869-8233. 

2 26th  Annual  Powwow  of  Champions.  Fairgrounds,  Tulsa,  OK.  \ 

Info:  (918)  836-1523. 

8- 10  18th  Annual  Indian  Seminar  & Powwow.  Army  National  guard  Armory, 

Newport,  TN.  Info:  (865)  932-0908. 

16  Tulsa  Christmas  Powwow.  All  drums  welcome!  Edison  High  School  Gym, 

2906  E 41st,  Tulsa,  OK.  Info:  (918)  743-3628. 

29-3an  1 Toppenish  Creek  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 
Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304. 

29-31  Indian  America  Powwow.  Rillito  Raceway  Park,  Tucson,  AZ. 

Info:  (520)  622-4900. 

29- 3an  1 White  Swain  New  Years  Powwow.  Long  House,  White  Swan,  WA. 

Info:  (509)  865-5121  ext  304 

30  14th  Annual  Lakota  Powwow.  Elgin,  IL.  Info:  (847)  882-1644 

30- 31  10th  Annual  Traditional  Winter  Powwow.  Odawa  Native  Friendship 
Centre,  12  Stirling  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ontario.  Info:  (613)  722-3811. 

3ANUARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School  Gym, 
Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest  Hall, 

New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9- 10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX 

Info:  (979)  845-7052. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX. 

Info:  (210)  736-3702. 

17  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  Benefit  Dance.  St.  Pius  IV  Catholic  Church, 


Pasadena,  TX.  Info:  (713)  467-0221. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH. 

Info:  (937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 

Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 
23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy.(58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL 

Contact:  Dona  Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  z(561) 567-1579  after  10:a.m 
or  Rich  @ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info. 

Primitive  camping  and  RV  hookups  available. 

24  2001  Winter  Benefit  Dance.  Oak  Park-River  Forest  High  School, 

201  N.  Scoville  Ave.  (Scoville  & Lake  Streets)  Oak  Park,  IL. 

Info:  Carol  Baxter,  765  Moore  Drive,  Elk  Grove  Village,  IL  60007. 

(847)  640-9165.  email:  cbax50@chicagonet.net 

MARCH  2001 

17  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  Benefit  Dance.  St.  Pius  IV  Catholic  Church, 
Pasadena,  TX.  Info:  (713)  467-0221. 

23- 25  FIHA  Powwow.  St  Lucie  Cty  Fairgrounds,  Fort  Pierce,  FL 
Info:  Tye  Bell  (561)  466-7370.  email:  hightyed@aol.com 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 

Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24- 25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park  Coliseum 
Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

24-25  Natchez  Powwow.  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians. 

400  leff  Davis  Blvd.  Natchez,  MS  39120.  601-446-6502. 

Chuck  Borum,  Powwow  Committee  Chairman  601-442-0200  cborum@hotmail.com 
30-31  14th  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Assn  of  Radford  University 
Powwow.  Dedmon  Center  Comples,  Radford  University  campus,  Radford,  VA. 
Info:  (540)  674-1989  or  white_buffalo_woman@yahoo.com. 

APRIL  2001 

7 13th  Glastonbury  Powwow.  Crispin  School  Hall,  Strode  College  Campus, 
Street,  Somerset,  England.  Info:  011  44  1458  8354165. 

19- 22  2nd  Annual  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Powwow.  Sevier  City  Fairgrounds 
Sevierville,  TN.  Info:  (423)  378-0192.  email:  leong@chartertn . net 

20- 21  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  Benefit  Dance.  A.V.  Sallas  County  Park, 

New  Caney,  TX.  Info:  (713)  467-0221. 

21- 22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of  Choctaw 
Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw  people. 

Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org 
or  email  oklachahta@igalaxy.net 

27-29  3rd  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow  presented  by  Native  Solutions. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Ala. 

Info:  (256)  835-0110.  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County  Fairgrounds, 
U.S.  Hwy . 70  East,  New  Bern,  NC. 

Contact:  Deborah  Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  double_d@coastalnet.com 
For  complete  powwow  information  go  to: 
http: //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ 

11-12  21st  Annual  Mother's  Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 

Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring.com 
12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by  Native 

Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration  of  Elders  and 
Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave.  Lyons,  Illinois. 

For  more  info  call:  (630)  695-1292  or  (773)261-7501 
Email : nativenationsinc@yahoo.com 

Website:  www. geocities . com/ nati venation sine/ index. ht ml 


12- 13  "Planting  of  the  Seeds"  Gathering  at  the  Perry  Farm  Allotment  on 
the  Watuppa  Reservation  in  Fall  River,  Massachusetts.  Seeking 
traditional  Wampanoag  headers,  tanners,  pottery  makers,  and  weavers  to 
sell  and  demonstrate.  Call  (401)  434-9473  for  more  detailed  information 

24- 26  25th  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow.  Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  & Trailer  Park, 

411  Corkstown  Road,  Ottawa,  Ontario.  Info:  Fran  613-722-3811 

or  email:  info@odawa . on . ca 

25- 26  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow-Wow.  Laredo  Civic  Center,  LaredojTexas. 

3UNE  2001 

1-2  33rd  Annual  Alabama-Coushatta  Powwow.  Livingstron,  TX. 

Info:  (936)  563-4391. 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 

Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL 

Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 
9-10  2nd  Annual  Anasagunticook  Intertribal  Festival  and  Powwow.  Oxford 
Fairgrounds,  Rt26.  Oxford.  Maine.  Info:  (207)  345-3574 

14- 16  45th  Annual  Tx  Indian  Flobbyist  Assn  Powwow.  Robinson  Park,  Llano,  TX 
Traders  welcome  (830)  665-9309;  other  info:  (512)  243-1931. 

15- 16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina  Powwow. 
Van  Floy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC. 

Info:  Ed  DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579. 
email:  exdt@webtv.net 

30-3uly  1 29th  Annual  Calico  Dancers  Good  Time  Powwow.  Harry  D.  Betar  3r. 
Recreational  Park,  South  Glens  Falls,  NY.  Info:  (518)  793-1693. 
caliconh@nycap. rr .com 

3ULY  2001 

13- 15  Maryland  Powwow.  Howard  County  Fairgrounds,  Howard  County,  MD. 

Info:  (252)  257-5383  now-cdcbarry@coastalnet . com 

27-29  3rd  Annual  Sobriety  Powwow  sponsored  by  The  Muckleshoot  Indian  Tribe 
Muckleshoot  Indian  Reservation,  Auburn,  Wa.  Info:  253-804-8752. 

AUGUST  2001 

11- 12  6th  Annual  Ancestors  Powwow.  Heathsedge,  Abbey  Road  Dover,  Kent, 
England.  Centreland  Singers;  Kim  Oakshot,  M.C. 

Info:  011  44  1304  241091 

SEPTEMBER  2001 

7-9  4th  Annual  Credit  Island  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Host  drum  War  Pony. 

Hosted  by  Urban  Indian  Tribal  Organization. 

Info:  Les  Miller  at  319-381-3547. 

OCTOBER  2001 

12- 14  Powwow.  Agriculture  Center,  Hagerstown,  MD. 

Info:  (252)  257-5383  now-cdcbarry@coastalnet . com 

NOVEMBER  2001 

2-4  Powwow.  Fredericksburg  Fairgrounds,  Fredericksburg,  VA. 

Info:  (252)  257-5383  now-cdcbarry@coastalnet.com 
9-11  The  Great  American  Indian  Exposition.  Showplace,  Richmond,  VA. 

Info:  (252)  257-5383  now-cdcbarry@coastalnet . com 

National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine  Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 


WHISPERING  WIND  Toll  Free:  1-800-301-8009 
PO  BOX  1390  (Dept.  3) 

FOLSOM,  LA  70437-1390 
Voice:  504-796-5433 
Fax:  504-796-9236 


We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
e-mail : powwows@ander sons -web . com 

write  us  at: 

Anderson ' s 

11372  Timber  Lane 

Brooksville,  Florida  34601 

Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 

Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 

For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Hoy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 

North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 

— "RE:  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Dec  2000  09:42:32  -0600 
From:  Eric  Martin  <airos@unl.edu> 

Sub j : NAC  Topics  + Vote  for  your  favorite  Wellness  Edition  of  2000 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Dec  18  - Dec  22 

2)  Vote  for  your  favorite  Wellness  Edition  of  2000 

1)  NAC  Topics  for  Dec  18  - Dec  22 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  every  M-F  l-2pm  ET  at  http://nativecalling.org/ 
just  click  on  "Listen  LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users" 

MON  - 12/18:  Music  Maker  Edition:  Vern  Cheecho: 

Country/Rock  phenom  Vern  Cheecho  of  the  Cree  Nation  has  taken  the  Canadian 
music  scene  by  surprise.  He's  been  nominated  for  two  Duno  awards  and  has 
played  with  everyone  from  Buffy  St. Marie  and  Bruce  Cockburn  to  Wapistan  and 
the  Indigo  Girls.  He  also  won  Best  Produced  Album  at  Canada's  2000 
Aboriginal  Music  Awards.  Vern  Cheecho  joins  us  on  this  Music  Maker  Edition 
and  shares  with  us  his  new  release,  "Touch  the  Earth  and  Sky." 

TUE  - 12/19:  Darkness  in  El  Dorado: 

A new  book  alleges  that  anthropologists  and  reporters  have  greatly  harmed 
the  people  of  the  Brazilian  rain  forest.  The  author  of  this  controversial 
book  contends  that  researchers  and  journalists  are  guilty  of  introducing 
and  experimenting  with  diseases  and  staging  confrontations.  He  says  that 
"Darkness  in  El  Dorado"  exposes  the  suffering  of  the  Yanomami  people  in  the 
name  of  science  and  journalism.  Guests  include  author  Patrick  Tierney. 

WED  - 12/20:  Hopi  Radio: 

With  the  New  Year  comes  a new  tribal  radio  station!  Hopi  Radio!  On  this 
day,  the  Hopis  will  broadcast  for  the  first  time  in  history,  and  Native 
America  Calling  will  be  there.  Doin  us  as  we  discuss  the  birth  of  a new 
station  and  welcome  the  Hopis  to  the  AIROS  family.  How  does  a tribal 
station  empower  the  community  and  affect  the  flow  of  information?  Guests 
include  Hopi  Chairman  Wayne  Taylor  and  Doran  Dalton,  director  of  the  Hopi 
Foundation . 

THU  - 12/21:  Free  Peltier!: 

It's  now  or  never  for  Leonard  Peltier,  the  world's  number  one  political 
prisoner.  President  Clinton  is  reviewing  Peltier's  request  for  clemency. 

But  the  FBI  has  mounted  a public  media  campaign  that  says  Peltier  is  guilty 


of  killing  two  FBI  agents  during  the  shoot-out  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  in  1975.  Will  Leonard  Peltier  be  freed  after  serving  25  years 
for  crimes  he  says  he  is  innocent  of?  Guests  include  Peltier  defense 
attorney  Jennifer  Harbury  and  James  Burrus,  assistant  special  agent  of  the 
FBI's  Minneapolis  Division. 

FRI  - 12/22:  Floliday  Memories: 

The  concept  of  Christmas  is  not  traditional  to  Native  people,  yet  most  of 
us  celebrate  it  today.  Gift  giving  and  generosity  have  long  been  part  of 
our  traditions,  as  well  as  celebrating  the  Winter  Solstice.  So  how  do  those 
traditions  combine  with  the  holiday  season,  and  in  what  ways  do  we  still 
celebrate  them?  How  have  Native  families  embraced  Christmas...  and  what 
does  this  say  about  healthy  families?  Join  us  to  talk  about  your  holiday 
memories,  and  your  family  memories  of  celebrating  the  holiday  season. 

2)  Vote  for  your  favorite  Wellness  Edition  of  2000 

On  December  29,  2000,  we'll  run  the  listeners'  choice  for  best  Wellness 
Edition  program  for  2000.  Vote  now  at 

http: //www. knba . org/national_programming/frame_nac . htm  and  then  on  Dec  29 
l-2pm  ET  join  the  Wellness  Edition  for  a reprise  of  your  favorite  show  from 
2000! 

Listen  LIVE  in  RealAudio  at  http://nativecalling.org/  just  click  on  "Listen 
LIVE  Online"  or  "Also  available  for  WebTV  users"  or  listen  via  Windows 
Media  at  http://www.knba.org/knba/knba.htm 


Eric  Martin 

NAPT  Web  Communications  Specialist 

emartin2@unl . edu 

402.472.3287 

To  subscribe  to  AIROS'  electronic  program  guide  e-mail  airos@unl.edu  with 
the  subject  heading  subscribe. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Paul  Pureau,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  Mike  Wicks  via  Sumer  Mournsalways,  Lona, 
Gary  Smith,  John  D Berry,  Tusweca,  Janet  Smith,  Francis  A.  Boyle, 

Chris  Milda,  Marth  E Ture,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Jon  Reyhner, 
Nora  Callahan,  Debbie  Sanders,  Johnnie  Rustywire,  Eric  Martin 


From  gars@speakeasy.org  Wed  Dec  27  10:50:01  2000 

Date:  27  Dec  2000  01:09:39  -0000 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@speakeasy .org> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@speakeasy .org> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews08.053 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Ha-Sah-Sliltha  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  Un  Chota 
Es'te  Opunvk ' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea 
Ximopanolti  tehuatzin,  inin  Mexika  tlahtolli  It-hah-pe-hah  Ah-num  pah-le 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Indianz  elist,  ndn-aim.  Our  Red  Earth, 
KOLA  Newslist,  Big  Mountain,  Rez  Life,  LPDC  and  Triballaw  mailing  lists; 
Newsgroup : alt . native;  UUCP  email; 

http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignals/Fleadlines/showfull . asp ?ID=t c/12192000-1 
http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignals/Flead lines/ showfull . asp?ID=env/12202000-l 
http: //www. indianz . com/SmokeSignals/Flead lines/ showfull . asp?ID=pol/12202000-l 
http: //web. north scape. com/content/gfherald/2000/12/19/local/DY1219SMUDGE . htm 
http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rticles/1219mayal9 . html 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

IMPORTANT! ! 


To  all  who  send  copywrite  protected  articles,  make  very  sure  you  have 
permission  from  the  copywrite  holder  (a  newspaper,  the  AP,  a magazine,  an 
author)  because  a new  law  is  now  in  effect  that  says  you  can  be  prosecuted 
even  if  there  is  no  monetary  gain.  Dust  because  a newspaper  has  a website 
where  it  posts  some  or  all  of  its  editions  does  not  grant  permission  for 
their  redistribution . Be  careful  and  be  sure  you  pass  on  the  items  you  do 
with  full  permission. 

In  accordance  with  Title  17  U.S.C.  section  107,  all  material  appearing  in 
this  newsletter  is  distributed  without  profit  to  those  who  have  expressed  a 
prior  interest  in  receiving  this  information  for  educational  purposes. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@speakeasy . org 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

"The  only  way  to  deal  with  the  Indian  problem  in  South  Dakota  is 
to  put  a gun  to  the  AIM  leaders'  heads  and  pull  the  trigger." 

William  D.  Danklow,  Governor,  South  Dakota 

"My  defense  committee  and  supporters  have  been  pushing  for  many  years 
for  a congressional  hearing  on  my  entire  case,  and  I'm  told  that 
there's  real  hope  for  this  in  the  near  future." 

"Scores  of  U.S.  congressmen  and  senators  have  given  me  their  open 
support.  But  even  a congressional  hearing--no  matter  how  revealing-- 
will  not  in  and  of  itself  set  me  free.  Only  people  of  goodwill  in 


the  U.  S.  government,  and  particular  the  president  himself,  can  do 
that.  I await  their--and  YOUR- -consideration  and  compassion." 

I am  an  Indian  man.  My  simple  request  is  to  live  like  one." 

Leonard  Peltier,  "Prison  Writings .. .My  Life  Is  My  Sun  Dance" 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

! f 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  i 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
j borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  i 
[ States  Constitution,  I 

I so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

1 shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


j lourney 

[ The  Bloodline 

| For  all  that  live  and  live  by  law 
| We  Stand,  we  Call,  We  Ride 
| For  All  that  fear  and  fear  by  sight 
| We  Hear,  we  Listen,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  pray  and  pray  by  strength 
| We  Feel,  we  Move,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  die  and  die  by  greed 
| We  Hurt,  we  Cry,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  birth  and  birth  by  right 
| We  Smile,  we  Hold,  we  Ride 
| For  all  that  need  and  need  by  heart 
| We  Came,  we  Went,  we  Rode. 

I 

| Treaty  Unity  Riders 
+- 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


In  the  summer  and  early  fall 
of  1998  the  Treaty  Unity  Riders 
rode  a thousand  miles  on  horse- 
back, carrying  a staff  and 
praying  each  step  of  the  way. 

These  prayers  were  offered  for 
each  of  us,  and  that  the  Unity 
of  all  Peoples  might  happen. 

Tatanka  Cante  forwarded  this 
poem  on  behalf  of  all  the  Unity 
Riders  that  we  might  stop  and 
ask  if  the  next  words  we  say,  the 
next  act  we  make  is  for  the  good 
of  the  People  or  is  it  from  ego 
for  self. 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Frankly,  things  don't  look  that  good  regarding  President  Clinton  granting 
clemency  to  Leonard  Peltier.  Earlier  this  week  the  President  met  with 
South  Dakota  Governor  William  D.  lanklow  to  discuss  lanklow' s view  on  the 
case.  Needless  to  say,  lanklow  made  it  clear  he  believed  justice  was 
being  served,  and  that  Leonard  Peltier  did  not  belong  on  a list  for  pardon 
or  clemency  consideration. 

To  that  end,  please  permit  this  open  letter  to  President  Clinton. 

Dear  President  Clinton, 

I lived  in  Little  Rock  throughout  your  rise  in  politics.  I saw  you  go 
from  Attorney  General  for  Governor  Dale  Bumpers.  I was  in  the  old  Sam  Peck 
after  it  became  evident  Dale  had  unseated  his  mentor,  1.  William  Fulbright. 

I remember  well  the  many  handshaking  campaigns  as  you  rose  through  the 
ranks  of  Arkansas  politics,  including  your  triumphant  return  to  the 
Governor's  mansion  after  reclaiming  that  office  from  Frank  White. 

I maintained  equipment  in  the  Auditor's  office  during  your  governorship, 
seeing  you  and  speaking  to  you  many  times  as  our  paths  crossed. 

We  were  not  and  are  not  social  acquaintances,  but  I wanted  you  to  know 
this  letter  is  coming  from  someone  who  has  seen  you  a bit  closer  than  many 


when  things  were  good,  real  good  and  in  the  face  of  adversity. 


There  are  many  names  on  your  list  to  consider  for  pardons  and  clemency. 
One  of  those  names  is  Leonard  Peltier. 

I am  not  going  to  rehash  the  case  or  the  arguments.  You  have  seen  them 
both  many  times  - those  presented  by  the  FBI  and  those  being  sent  by  many 
who  support  Leonard's  freedom. 

I ask  why  you  would  place  so  much  credibility  in  your  conversation  with 
Governor  Danklow?  William  D.  lanklow  was  Attorney  General  of  South  Dakota 
at  the  time  of  the  Wounded  Knee  incident,  and  during  subsequent 
investigations  and  arrests.  As  a former  Attorney  General  of  a smaller, 
rural  state  you  know  as  well  as  anyone  out  there  what  sort  of  pressures 
lanklow  must  have  been  subjected  to  as  the  FBI  and  Federal  Marshalls 
literally  commandeered  resources  in  his  state. 

If  there  has  been  a coverup  by  the  FBI,  lanklow  must  be  aware  of  it. 

Did  you  really  expect  this  man  to  admit  to  a role  of  complacency?  Did  you 
really  expect  him  to  acknowledge  Leonard  Peltier  was  the  trophy  skull  on 
the  FBI's  war  staff,  and  he  had  looked  the  other  way  to  further  his  own 
career?  Please  don't  take  this  as  a personal  insult,  but  asking  Bill 
lanklow  if  Leonard  Peltier  deserves  clemency  is  a lot  like  asking  Ken 
Starr  if  you  got  a fair  deal. 

If  there  is  any  doubt  regarding  lanklow' s unbiased  opinion  when  it  comes 
to  anyone,  especially  Leonard  Peltier,  who  was  a member  of  AIM  during  what 
became  known  as  the  "incident  at  Oglala"  I refer  you  to  the  following 
quote : 

"The  only  way  to  deal  with  the  Indian  problem  in  South  Dakota  is 
to  put  a gun  to  the  AIM  leaders'  heads  and  pull  the  trigger." 

William  1.  lanklow.  Governor,  South  Dakota 

Mr.  President,  Leonard  Peltier  is  pushing  three  decades  behind  bars  for  a 
crime  even  the  prosecuting  attorney  admits  is  unproven.  Many  who  have 
been  caught  in  the  act  of  committing  murder  do  not  remain  in  prison  for  so 
long.  I am  asking  you  to  let  the  man  go  home  to  his  family. 

Thank  you,  Gary  Smith 


Excerpts  from  a post  by  Koga  Suyeta  14  Aug  2000  00:44:10  -0530 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 

Peltier  requires  our  undivided  attention  now. 

— if  Clinton  will  not  sign  the  paper,  we  have  a very  serious  problem, 
because  Bush  won't  sign  & Gore  won't  sign.  It  must  be  Clinton  & the 
option  remains  his  only  until  lanuary  20. 

The  focus,  for  once,  needs  to  be  on  the  man  & only  the  man. 

Mail  mail  mail.  Calls  calls  calls.  Money  money  money. 

Don't  be  baited. 

The  over-riding  issue  is  Peltier. 


CALL  OR  WRITE  ON  BEHALF  OF  LEONARD  PELTIER  TODAY! 

Calling  the  regular  White  House  number  (202-456-1111)  on  a daily  basis 
averages  about  $2.00  -$5.00  a week  per  person.. 

Dial  0 to  bypass  the  recording  and  get  through  to  an  operator.. 

The  LPDC  had  purchased  a toll  free  number  if  you  can  not  afford  to 
call  or  are  not  at  a place  where  you  can  make  a toll  call.  It  will 
cost  them  a lot  so  if  you  can  call  the  regular  number,  please  do  so. 
The  toll  free  is . . 


1-877-561-1364. 


If  you  would  like  to  be  well  versed  when  you  call  please  refer  to  the 

LPDC  homepage. . 

http: //www. freepeltier .org/ 

Thank  you . . 

Lona 


REMEMBER  our  brother  who  was  beat  to  death,  then  urinated  on.  DO  NOT 
let  another  day  pass  without  voicing  your  anger  and  protest! 

Contact  the  St.  Paul,  MN  courthouse  and  let  the  prosecuting  attorney  know 
Indian  Country  is  watching.  Insure  a maximum  sentence  is  imposed! 


Date:  Thu,  7 Dec  2000  18:41:23  EST 

From:  Rayann6@aol.com 

Sub  j : the  death  of  Stevie  Thompson 

One  suspect  pleads  guilty  in  fatal  beating. 

Jacob  Thompson  (no  relation)  plead  guilty  to  second  degree  murder  in  the 
Duly  fatal  beating  of  Stevie  Thompson. 

Witnesses  told  police  that  Jacob  Thompson  beat  the  victim  in  the  head, 
kneed  him  in  the  stomach,  threw  him  to  the  ground  and  kicked  him  in  the 
head.  The  complaint  also  states  Jacob  Thompson  went  through  Stevie 
Thompson's  wallet,  stole  57  cents,  scissors  and  a sewing  kit  and  then 
urinated  on  him.  According  to  an  autopsy,  Stevie  died  of  head  injuries. 

Jacob  Thompson  faces  a sentence  of  12  years  to  20  1/2  years  in  prison 
under  Minnesota  sentencing  guidelines.  Sentencing  is  set  for  Jan.  11th 
before  Judge  Paulette  Flynn. 

The  County  Prosecutor  for  Stevie  Thompson's  case  is  Janice  Barker. 

Her  phone  number  is  (651)  266-3058. 

Address  is:  The  Ramsey  County  Government  Center  West,  50  West  Kellogg, 

St. Paul,  Minnesota  55102 

The  web  page  setup  for  Stevie  is: 

http : //hometown . aol . com/rayann6/stevieThompson . html 
URL  http : //hometown . aol . com/ rayann6/StevieThompson . html 
(the  'S'  and  'T'  need  to  be  capitalized) 

<Thanks  to  Debbie  Richards  for  this  correction> 


This  help  list  will  continue  a few  more  weeks.  Just  because  you  got 
to  celebrate  solstice  or  Christmas  or  Hunika  does  not  in  any  way  diminish 
the  bitter  cold  on  some  of  the  Rez's  or  the  gnawing  hunger  on  all  of  them. 

The  price  of  fuel  is  rising  at  an  alarming  rate.  It  is  extremely  cold 
on  many  of  the  poorest  rez's.  It  doesn't  take  a genius  to  add  these  two 
bitter  truths  and  realize  that  without  help,  some  elders  are  going  to  freeze 
to  death  this  winter.  Many  the  resources  below  will  make  sure  any  funds 
you  send  for  propane  will  buy  propane  for  those  with  the  greatest  need. 

I know  Mountain  Light,  Pathways  and  Pioneer  Industries  will  make  certain 
funds  sent  to  them  for  fuel  will  buy  fuel  <period>.  I also  believe  the 
others  are  equally  diligent. 

Help  those  elders  survive  this  winter. 

I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Pathways  To  Spirit,  a Colorado  non-profit  organization, 

Carmeen  Klausner,  Director 

(970)  282-8573  for  funds  to  help  place  a mobile  home  on  Pine  Ridge. 

Pioquark@aol . com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 

pioquark@aol . com  http : //members .tripod . com/~dikan i/pioneer . html 


These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 
Mountain  Light  Center 
PO  Box  241 
Taos  NM  87571 
TEL:  505  776  8474 
FAX:  505  776  8053 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 
email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 
From  Mike  Wicks: 

Any  help  would  be  a blessing  to  those  at  Camp  Dustice,  and  Pine  Ridge. 

Camp  Dustice 
c/o  Tom  Poor  Bear 
P.O.  Box  823 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

Helping  People  in  need  on  many  reservations: 

Night  Walker  Enterprises,  Inc. 

148  West  Oak  Street  Unit  C 
Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  80534 
TEL:  970  482  7797 

To  help  send  winter  clothing,  blankets  and  space  heaters  to  residents 
of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation. 

Dowel  "Whitey"  Smith  and  Larry  Gambill 
Double  S Recycling 
1420  S.  Main  St. 

Madisonville,  KY  42431-3343 

Thank  you  Claudia! 

Pine  Ridge  School 
Boys  Dormitory 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

Attn:  Darlene  McLaughlin 

Sizes  are  for  first  grade  to  12th  grade. 

Not  only  coats  but  clothings,  gloves,  socks,  shirts  - anything  would  be 
appreciated . 

There  is  also  a girls  dorm  that  can  use  clothing  as  well! 

I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez  s 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

--  email  to  gars@speakeasy.org 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl  gars@nanews.org 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@speakeasy . org 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U.S.A.  gars@olagrande.net 


===w=w=== 

News  of  the  people  feat 

- Clemency  for  Peltier 
Likely  to  Fail 

- Former  FBI  Agent  Speaks  Out 

- Peltier  Petition 

- Fox  Pulls  Last  Troops 
out  of  Chiapas 

- Feds/Montana  Ink  Plan 
for  Park  Bison 

- Navajo  Code  Talkers 
to  get  High  Honors 

- Request  Elders  Ceremony 
for  Uranium  Contamination 

- Facts  About  the  Hopi/Navajo 
Conflict 

- Ya ' a 'tee 

- Pueblo  Continues 
Sandia  Mountain  Fight 

- Riders  Trace  Tragic  Route 
to  Renew  Lakota  Ways 

- Hogan  Project  Underway  in  Cameron 

- Mohawk  Return  to 
Traditional  Government  Document 

- Tribal  Roots  are  Part 

of  Effort  to  Save  Salmon 

- Plan  Would  Help 
Restore  Salmon  to  River 


gars@sdf . lonestar .org 

red  in  this  issue  

- Complaints  about  Smudging 
Divide  School 

- Innu  Send  Kids  Away  to  Dry  Out 

- Tribe  Protests  use  of 
Crazy  Horse  Name 

- Money  doesn't  do  a Thing 
for  School  Abuse 

- Republicans  seek  BIA  Reform 

- Bill  gives  Loyal  Shawnee 
Separate  Status 

- Board  Agrees  with  Crow 
on  Land  Swap 

- Native  Prisoner 

- History:  Carlisle  Indian  School 

- Rustywire:  Snow,  Wind  & Going  Home 

- Poem:  Old  Man 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Community  TV  Hopes 

to  Promote  Mohawk  Language 

- Mayan  Ruins  Provide  Hints 
of  Urban  Sprawl 

- Upcoming  Events 

- Mission  Woman  Gets 
Presidential  Award 

- The  Lesson  of  Respect 

- Native  America  Calling 


RE:  Clemency  for  Peltier  Likely  to  Fail 


Date:  Tue,  21  Dec  2000  08:47:33  -0600 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy . org> 
Sub j : NA  News  Item 
------  -<Forwarded  news>-  - - - 

filename=" 3 ANK LOW/PELTIER" 


Clemency  for  Peltier  Likely  to  Fail  Pleas: 

Clinton  is  leaning  toward  rejecting  a pardon  for  the  killer  of  two  FBI 
agents,  officials  say. 

Case  underscores  the  rift  between  the  president  and  Freeh. 

By  ERIC  LICHTBLAU,  Times  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON--President  Clinton  appears  ready  to  reject  convicted  killer 
Leonard  Peltier's  bid  for  clemency,  but  the  debate  over  the  Native 
American  activist's  future  has  inflamed  already  tense  relations  between 
the  White  House  and  FBI  Director  Louis  3.  Freeh,  officials  said  Wednesday. 
Freeh  has  been  lobbying  hard  for  Clinton  to  reject  pleas  from  Hollywood, 
Native  American  groups  and  civil  rights  leaders  for  a pardon  for  Peltier, 
who  is  imprisoned  for  the  murders  of  two  FBI  agents  on  a South  Dakota 
Indian  reservation  in  1975.  But  White  House  sources  said  that  Clinton  is 
leaning  strongly  toward  rejecting  the  clemency  request  within  the  next 
week  or  so--not  because  of  Freeh's  recommendation  but  in  part  on  the  basis 
of  information  from  others  familiar  with  the  case.  Native  Americans  said 
they  remain  confident  that  Peltier  will  be  freed  because  he  is  an  innocent 
man . 

Friend  Sees  Defeat  Setting  Back  Relations  Ernie  Stevens  3r.,  a close 


friend  of  Peltier  who  is  on  the  executive  committee  of  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians,  said  that  pardoning  Peltier  would  remove  a 
"black  eye  in  an  ugly  era"  that  many  Native  Americans  hope  to  move  past. 

If  Clinton  rejects  that  bid,  "I  think  it  really  sets  us  back  in  tribal- 
United  States  relations,"  said  Stevens,  who  lives  in  Temecula,  Calif.  In 
fact,  Clinton  and  White  House  staff  members  were  so  unimpressed  by  Freeh's 
recommendation--and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  leaked  to  congressional 
Republicans--that  the  advice  has  been  virtually  discarded,  according  to  a 
senior  White  House  official  familiar  with  the  clemency  discussions. 

"Freeh's  credibility  on  this  issue  is  not  particularly  high  and  his 
ability  to  sway  the  president  is  not  particularly  high,"  said  the  official, 
who  asked  not  to  be  identified  by  name.  "The  manner  in  which  [Freeh] 
offered  his  advice,  by  leaking  it  through  [Capitol  Hill]  rather  than  by 
even  bothering  to  send  it  over  here  to  the  White  House,  was  just  small- 
minded."  An  FBI  spokesman  denied  the  White  House  version  of  events, 
saying  that  Freeh's  recommendation  on  clemency  was  hand-delivered  to  the 
White  House  on  Dec.  5.  But  the  fact  that  Clinton  and  Freeh  have  had 
trouble  working  together  on  an  issue  as  fundamental  as  a presidential 
pardon  indicates  that,  in  the  closing  weeks  of  the  administration, 
relations  between  the  two  are  even  more  fractured  than  many  realized.  The 
tension  is  attributable  in  large  part  to  Freeh's  repeated  position  that  an 
independent  counsel  should  have  investigated  alleged  campaign  finance 
abuses  by  the  1996  Clinton-Gore  campaign.  Paul  Bresson,  a spokesman  at 
FBI  headquarters  in  Washington,  declined  to  discuss  relations  between  the 
White  House  and  the  FBI  in  the  Peltier  case.  "I  don't  think  that's 
something  we're  really  interested  in  pursuing,"  he  said.  "This  whole  thing 
has  nothing  to  do  with  personal  relationships  between  the  FBI  and  the 
White  House.  It  has  everything  to  do  with  the  justice  system  and  seeing 
that  everything  prosecutors  have  worked  to  accomplish  [in  Peltier's 
conviction]  does  not  get  undone."  On  Friday,  more  than  300  FBI  agents 
marched  on  the  White  House  demanding  that  Clinton  reject  Peltier's  request 
for  clemency.  In  a Dec.  5 letter  addressed  to  Clinton,  Freeh  argued 
passionately  against  freeing  Peltier,  saying:  "Mr.  President,  there  is  no 
issue  more  deeply  felt  within  the  FBI."  But  it's  unclear  whether  Clinton 
ever  received  that  letter.  Its  contents  immediately  became  public--and 
White  House  staffers  said  they  learned  about  it  only  after  it  was  posted 
on  the  Web  site  of  Rep.  Henry  D.  Hyde  (R-Ill.),  head  of  the  House 
Dudiciary  Committee.  "That  didn't  go  unremarked  on  by  the  president,"  the 
White  House  official  said.  "That  has  become  standard  operating  procedure 
[by  Freeh].  . . . Rather  than  a serious  note  delivered  to  [Clinton],  it 
gets  laundered  through  a Republican."  Dust  a few  days  after  Freeh's 
letter  was  written,  Clinton  sat  down  in  the  Oval  Office  with  South  Dakota 
Gov.  William  Danklow.  A Republican,  Danklow  was  South  Dakota's  attorney 
general  in  1975  when  violence  erupted  at  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  Two 
FBI  agents  who  had  gone  onto  the  reservation  in  search  of  a robbery 
suspect  were  killed.  Peltier--whose  supporters  say  he  was  framed--was 
convicted,  and  two  other  men  were  acquitted. 

Clinton  Finds  Governor  Persuasive 

In  their  conversation  at  the  White  House,  Danklow  told  Clinton  that  he 
believes  Peltier  essentially  executed  the  two  FBI  agents,  who  had  been 
wounded  in  the  initial  shootout.  Clinton  "understands  that  a lot  of  the 
voices  on  this  are  strong  and  fierce  on  both  sides  and  he  wanted  to  take  a 
closer  look  at  the  facts"  by  speaking  with  Danklow,  the  White  House 
official  said.  The  president  "found  the  case  that  Danklow  made  very 
persuasive,"  the  official  added.  "He  was  seen  as  a credible,  important 
point  of  view.  ...  He  made  a very  convincing  case  in  a way  that  Freeh 
never  could."  But  Danklow,  who  was  unavailable  for  comment  on  the  White 
House  meeting,  is  not  without  his  critics.  He  lost  a libel  suit  against 
the  publisher  of  "In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,"  a critically  acclaimed 
1983  book  about  the  incident  at  Pine  Ridge.  Danklow  said  the  book  depicted 
him  as  a drunk,  a racist,  a bigot  and  even  a rapist.  Bruce  Ellison,  an 
attorney  for  Peltier  for  the  last  25  years,  said  that  some  of  Danklow' s 
more  recent  actions  as  governor  have  only  exacerbated  tensions  with  the 
Native  American  community. 


lanklow  "has  not  been  a particular  friend  of  the  Native  American  people 
. . . " Ellison  said.  "Hopefully,  the  president  will  learn  more  about  his 
biases  and  his  partisan  nature"  before  deciding  the  clemency  issue. 
Copyright  c.  2000  Los  Angeles  Times 

"RE : Former  FBI  Agent  Speaks  Out"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Dec  2000  21:24:40  EST 

From:  IronLodgeSky@aol.com 

Sub j : a former  FBI  agent  with  balls? 

Mailing  List:  Our  Red  Earth  <OurRedEarth@egroups . com> 

Hon.  Don  Edwards 
P.O.  Box  7151 
Carmel,  CA  93921 

STATEMENT 

As  a former  Congressman  from  California  for  over  thirty  years,  a former 
FBI  agent  and  a citizen  committed  to  justice,  I wish  to  speak  out  strongly 
against  the  FBI's  efforts  in  opposing  the  clemency  appeal  of  Leonard 
Peltier. 

I served  as  Chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Civil  and  Constitutional 
Rights  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  I took  a personal  interest  in 
Mr.  Peltier's  case  and  became  convinced  that  he  never  received  a fair 
trial.  Even  the  government  now  admits  that  the  theory  it  presented  against 
Mr.  Peltier  at  trial  was  not  true.  After  24  years  in  prison,  Leonard 
Peltier  has  served  an  inordinate  amount  of  time  and  deserves  the  right  to 
consideration  of  his  clemency  request  on  the  facts  and  the  merits. 

The  FBI  continues  to  deny  its  improper  conduct  on  Pine  Ridge  during  the 
1970' s and  in  the  trial  of  Leonard  Peltier.  The  FBI  used  Mr.  Peltier  as  a 
scapegoat  and  they  continue  to  do  so  today.  At  every  step  of  the  way,  FBI 
agents  and  leadership  have  opposed  any  admission  of  wrongdoing  by  the 
government,  and  they  have  sought  to  misrepresent  and  politicize  the 
meaning  of  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier.  The  killing  of  FBI  agents  at  Pine 
Ridge  was  reprehensible,  but  the  government  now  admits  that  it  cannot 
prove  that  Mr.  Peltier  killed  the  agents. 

Granting  clemency  to  Mr.  Peltier  should  not  be  viewed  as  expressing  any 
disrespect  for  the  current  agents  or  leadership  of  the  FBI,  nor  would  it 
represent  any  condoning  of  the  killings  that  took  place  on  Pine  Ridge. 
Instead,  clemency  for  Mr.  Peltier  would  recognize  past  wrongdoing  and  the 
undermining  of  the  government's  case  since  trial.  Finally,  it  would  serve 
as  a crucial  step  in  the  reconciliation  and  healing  between  the  U.S. 
Government  and  Native  Americans,  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  and 
throughout  the  country. 

12/14/00 

[signature] 

Don  Edwards  (D-CA),  ret. 

Member  of  Congress,  1963-1995 

_-> 

Thank  you  for  your  participation  at  Our  Red  Earth. 

"RE;  Peltier  Petition"  

Date:  Sat,  23  Dec  2000  22:25:23  -0600 
From:  "LPDC"  <lpdc@idir . net> 

Sub j : Peltier  Petition 

Mailing  List:  LPDC  <lpdc@mail-list . com> 

Friends, 

Thanks  to  the  overwhelming  response  to  the  on-line  petition  supporting 


Peltier's  clemency,  the  site  containing  the  petition  is  temporarily  down. 

It  should  be  back  up  Tuesday,  at  which  point  you  can  sign  it  before  we  turn 
it  in.  THANKS  and  have  a great  holiday. 

In  Solidarity, 

LPDC 

Call  the  White  House  Comments  Line  Today 
Demand  Justice  for  Leonard  Peltier!  202-456-1111 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

785-842-5774 

www . f reepeltier . org 

To  subscribe,  send  a blank  message  to  < lpdc-on@mail-list.com  > 

"RE:  Fox  Pulls  Last  Troops  out  of  Chiapas"  

Date:  Sun,  24  Dec  2000  09:48:46  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Martha  Elizabeth  Ture  <marthature@earthlink.net> 

Sub j : Fox  pulls  last  troops  out  of  Chiapas  base  as  gesture  to  rebels 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Fox  pulls  last  troops  out  of  Chiapas  base  as  gesture  to  rebels 
By  Alejandro  Ruiz 
ASSOCIATED  PRESS 
December  23,  2000 

AMADOR  HERNANDEZ,  Mexico  --  Mexico's  army  closed  a base  at  the  center  of 
the  conflict  in  troubled  Chiapas  state  yesterday,  pulling  out  of  a jungle 
town  where  it  has  faced  daily  confrontations  with  townspeople  for  more 
than  a year. 

The  hand-over  of  the  base  --  part  of  new  President  Vicente  Fox's 
strategy  to  woo  the  Zapatista  rebels  back  to  the  negotiating  table  -- 
continued  a pullback  of  troops  in  the  troubled  region. 

"This  is  demonstrating  with  actions,  not  words,  the  will  of  the 
government  to  find  a negotiated,  peaceful  solution  to  the  Chiapas 
conflict,"  Foreign  Secretary  Jorge  Castaneda  said  in  announcing  the  move. 

The  final  75  troops  at  Amador  Hernandez,  a remote  jungle  town  100  miles 
east  of  the  highlands  city  of  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  turned  over 
their  base  to  Chiapas  Gov.  Pablo  Salazar  and  happily  boarded  helicopters 
for  their  retreat. 

Salazar  immediately  turned  the  land  back  over  to  the  community,  from 
which  it  had  been  taken  by  government  decree  when  the  army  moved  in  last 
year.  "Amador  Hernandez  is  a symbol  of  the  hard  road  to  peace,"  Salazar 
said.  "But  today  President  Vicente  Fox  has  returned  the  town  to  the 
community,  its  legitimate  owner." 

The  withdrawal  came  on  a highly  symbolic  day:  the  third  anniversary  of  a 
massacre  of  45  Indians  in  the  Chiapas  village  of  Acteal  by  pro-government 
paramilitary  fighters. 

In  Acteal,  Indian  residents  re-enacted  the  massacre  with  wooden  rifles 
and  f irecrackers . 

Since  Fox  was  sworn  in  as  president  Dec.  1,  ending  71  years  of  single- 
party rule,  he  has  made  peace  in  southern  Chiapas  a top  priority. 

One  of  his  first  actions  was  to  order  the  closing  of  53  military 
roadblocks  across  the  state  and  the  withdrawal  of  2,200  troops  scattered 
in  some  of  the  state's  tensest  areas. 

He  also  gave  Congress  an  Indian  rights  bill  the  Zapatistas  support  -- 
and  which  the  previous  government  had  rejected. 

The  rebels,  whose  peace  talks  with  the  government  broke  down  in  1996 
when  the  government  balked  at  implementing  the  Indian  rights  bill,  said 
they  were  encouraged  by  Fox's  moves  and  would  return  to  the  negotiating 
table  under  certain  conditions,  including  a more  complete  withdrawal  of 
troops . 

The  base  closure  yesterday  was  a big  step  in  that  direction  and  was 
expected  to  prompt  a favorable  response  from  the  rebels,  who  led  an 


uprising  in  1994. 

The  army  moved  into  Amador  Hernandez  in  August  1999  after  the  government 
expropriated  communal  land  to  build  the  military  base. 

Copyright  2000  Union-Tribune  Publishing  Co. 

"RE : Feds/Montana  Ink  Plan  for  Park  Bison"  

Date:  Tue,  20  Dec  2000  08:29:17  -0600 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy.org> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

-<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="BISON  PLAN" 

Feds,  Montana  ink  plan  for  park  bison 
By  DEFF  TOLLEFSON 
Gazette  Wyoming  Bureau 

CODY,  Wyo.  - Federal  agencies  and  the  state  of  Montana  finalized  a 
management  plan  Wednesday  that  establishes  a target  population  of  3,000 
for  the  Yellowstone  bison  herd. 

The  plan  puts  emphasis  on  the  use  of  hazing  to  keep  bison  in  the  park 
but  still  allows  for  the  quarantine  and  slaughter  of  bison  to  protect 
Montana  cattle  outside  of  the  park  from  brucellosis.  The  disease  can  cause 
cows  to  abort  their  calves. 

The  joint  management  plan  will  coordinate  efforts  by  several  federal 
agencies,  including  the  National  Park  Service,  U.S.  Forest  Service  and  the 
Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service.  Montana  had  been  developing 
its  own  plan,  but  agreed  to  adopt  the  current  agreement. 

Yellowstone  National  Park  Superintendent  Michael  Finley  recently  touted 
the  agreement  as  a way  to  coordinate  and  improve  bison  management  by 
putting  all  of  the  agencies  "on  the  same  page." 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  said  the  plan  is  the  product  of  eight 
years  of  negotiation,  but  the  issue  came  to  a head  during  the  winter  of 
1996-97,  when  the  slaughter  of  more  than  1,000  bison  sparked  a national 
uproar . 

Montana  officials  shot  the  bison  as  they  were  leaving  the  park  in  search 
of  forage.  Federal  agencies  and  the  state  have  been  discussing  the  bison 
plan  - at  one  point  under  court-ordered  mediation  - since  that  time. 

The  plan  announced  Wednesday  allows  bison  to  occupy  land  outside  of  the 
park  during  winter.  During  the  spring,  bison  will  be  hazed  back  into  the 
park  whenever  possible.  The  plan  allows  for  bison  to  be  captured  and 
killed  to  protect  cattle  that  will  be  grazing  the  area  but  stresses  non- 
lethal  management,  according  to  the  federal  Agriculture  Department. 

Environmentalists  who  blasted  the  proposal  earlier  this  fall  said  the 
final  decision  maintains  the  status  quo  in  favor  of  the  ranching  industry 
and  to  the  detriment  of  public  wildlife.  Under  Wednesday's  decision,  the 
federal  government  will  spend  millions  to  protect  fewer  than  1,000  cattle 
that  are  grazing  on  public  land,  says  Michael  Scott,  program  director  of 
the  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition. 

"If  you  didn't  like  the  last  10  years,  you're  probably  not  going  to  like 
the  next  10  years  under  this  plan,"  Scott  said,  noting  the  joint 
management  plan  allows  for  future  bison  slaughters  by  leaving  key 
decisions  in  the  hands  of  Montana  livestock  officials, 
leff  Tollefson  can  be  reached  at  (307)  527-7250 
or  at  jtollefson@billingsgazette.com. 

Copyright  c.  The  Billings  Gazette,  a division  of  Lee  Enterprises. 
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Navajo  Code  Talkers  to  get  high  honors 
DECEMBER  19,  2000 

The  Navajo  Code  Talkers  will  finally  receive  a long-overdue  recognition 
when  they  are  awarded  Congressional  medals  of  honor. 

The  budget  bill  approved  by  Congress  last  Friday  includes  a provision  to 
award  gold  medals  of  honor  to  the  original  29  Navajo  Code  Talkers.  Silver 
medals  would  be  awarded  to  those  who  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
original,  who  numbered  over  300. 

Using  the  Dine  language,  the  Code  Talkers  developed  an  unbreakable  code 
used  by  the  United  States  to  help  win  World  War  II.  Their  code  helped  save 
lives  of  other  American  soldiers  at  the  battles  of  Iwo  lima,  Guadalcanal, 
and  Okinawa,  among  others. 

The  Code  Talkers  project,  along  with  similar  ones  involving  the  Hopi  and 
Choctaw  languages,  had  been  kept  under  wraps  by  the  government  well  after 
the  war  ended.  When  the  project  was  declassified  in  1968,  the  American 
public  learned  of  the  role  American  Indian  soldiers  played  in  the  war. 

But  while  accolades  have  poured  in  from  the  rest  of  the  country,  the 
government  itself  was  slow  to  recognize  the  Code  Talkers'  actions  with 
such  a high  designation  as  a medal  of  honor.  Senator  Deff  Bingaman  (D-N. 
Mex)  helped  bring  the  issue  to  the  table  during  this  year's  Congressional 
sessions . 

His  proposal  received  initial  approval  in  the  Senate's  defense 
authorization  bill  in  Dune,  and  after  stalling  in  the  House,  it  emerged  as 
part  of  the  huge  spending  bill  passed  on  Friday.  Clinton  lauded  the 
passage  of  the  bill  and  it  awaits  his  signature. 

Interest  in  the  Code  Talkers  and  their  story  has  picked  up  in  recent 
years.  Two  competing  movies  are  currently  in  production  involving  the  Code 
Talkers . 

The  Code  Talkers  were  also  honored  with  a Living  Legends  award  at  the 
Third  Annual  Native  American  Music  Awards. 

On  Veterans  Day,  three  representatives  from  the  Navajo  Code  Talkers 
Associated  accepted  the  award  on  behalf  of  the  others,  many  of  whom  have 
now  passed  on. 

The  gold  and  silver  medals  of  honor  will  be  given  to  a family  member  of 
the  Code  Talkers  who  have  died. 

Copyright  c.  Indianz.Com  2000. 


Paul  Pureau 

to  subscribe  to  ndn-aim  send  a blank  mail  to:  ndn-aim-subscribe@egroups.com 
ndn-aim  is  now  archived  on  line  at  Http://www. escribe.com/life/ndn-aim/ 
Thank  you  for  your  participation  at  Our  Red  Earth. 

"RE : Request  Elders  Ceremony  for  Uranium  Contamination"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Dec  2000  10:47:05  -0800 

From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@theofficenet . com> 

Sub j : Request  for  Elders  Ceremony  for  Uranium  Contamination 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Manding  Carya  <aniniput9@usa . net> 

Sub j : URGENT- -STUART  LIEDERMAN 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <BIGMTLIST@topica . com> 

12/14/00 

Tracy,  California 

Dear  Stuart  M.  Leiderman, 

All  my  relations.  Your  forty  seven  page  draft  is  most  appreciated.  The 
possible  remining  of  uranium  is  extremely  bothersome  to  me.  The  Dineh 
people  have  suffered  enough.  I pass  by  Crown  Point  each  spring  when  I 
visit  Chaco  Canyon. 

Hard  copies  of  your  draft  have  been  sent  to  men  and  women  worldwide 
who  are  committed  sympathizers  to  environmental  refugees  and  guardians 
of  Mother  Earth.  I especially  sent  a letter  to  Elder  Leon  Secatero  of 
Canoncito,  NM  who  was  instrumental  in  the  unprecedented  North  American 


October  1999  Gathering  of  Indigenous  Elders  of  the  three  Americas. 
Guatemalan  Mayan  High  Priest  Don  Cirilo  Perez  Oxlaj,  requested  this 
meeting  to  be  held  in  the  land  of  the  Eagle  to  fulfill  prophecies  of  the 
Mayan  Codex  written  twelve  hundred  years  ago.  The  Mayans  refer  to 
themselves  as  the  keepers  of  Time. 

Very  few  individuals  were  privy  to  this  sacred  Gathering.  It  was  for 
tribal  Elders  and  traditional  medicine  practitioners  only.  THERE  ARE 
VERY  FEW  OF  THEM  LEFT.  These  fast  vanishing  practitioners  of  the 
North (eagle) , South  (condor),  and  Central  America  (quetzal)  hold  an 
unchartered  world  of  invaluable  knowledge  and  wisdom. 

Now  is  the  Time  for  all  institutions  such  as  schools,  colleges, 
universities  as  well  as  scientific  associations  to  humbly  solicit 
advice  and  counsel  from  these  wisdom  keepers. 

SCIENCE  DOES  NOT  HAVE  ALL  THE  ANSWERS  TO  THE  MYSTERIES  OF  LIFE. 

Please,  please,  can  you  or  your  group  ask  the  SPIRIT  WALKERS  (Elders) 
for  a special  winter  solstice  ceremony  to  seek  Higher  counsel  regarding 
this  uranium  contamination  and  possible  renewed  mining? 

This  is  very  critical. 

If  you  have  any  doubts,  this  very  little  known  fact  may  help.  In  1997, 
the  deadly  HUNTA  VIRUS  showed  up  in  Navajoland  once  again.  Federal 
virologists  at  the  Center  of  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta  and  New  Mexico 
public  health  authorities  were  utterly  clueless  as  to  the  carrier  of  the 
dreaded  virus.  Since  the  first  1994  outbreak,  modern  science  had  no 
answer.  In  desperation,  public  health  bureaucrats  acquiesced  and 
reluctantly  initiated  a meeting  of  Elders.  At  this  proceeding  an  Elder 
mentioned  about  the  uncharacteristic  number  of  mice  that  he  observed  in 
the  reservation.  THIS  INFORMATION  WAS  THE  BREAKTHROUGH.  Authorities 
trapped  several  rodents.  Lo  and  behold  they  found  the  HUNTA  VIRUS. 
Mitakuye  oyasin.  Thank  you  kindly. 

Sincerely, 

Lilia  Adecer  Cajilog 


To  subscribe,  send  an  email  to:  BIGMTLIST-subscribe@topica.com. 

"RE : Facts  About  the  Hopi/Navajo  Conflict"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Dec  2000  10:30:37  -0500 

From:  "Robert  V.  Schmidt"  <robschmidt@compuserve. com> 

Sub j : Facts  about  the  Hopi/Navajo  conflict 

Mailing  List:  RezLife  <rezlife@egroups . com> 

Navajo  Resistors 

With  passage  of  the  1996  Settlement  Act,  the  Hopi  believed  that  the 
"Land  Dispute"  was  finally  over.  However,  26  Navajo  individuals,  now 
known  as  Navajo  resistors,  refused  to  either  voluntarily  relocate  or 
sign  a lease  with  the  Hopi  Tribe.  Fueled  by  an  inability  to  respect  Hopi 
rights  and  driven  by  outside  agitators,  the  resistors  hope  to 
permanently  remain  on  Hopi  land  without  signing  a lease,  claiming  that 
their  rights  to  the  land  are  greater  than  of  the  Hopi.  However,  in  Dune 
1999,  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  ruled  that  the  Navajo  resistors 
have  no  right  to  remain  on  Hopi  land  and  found  no  grounds  to  the 
resistor's  claim  of  discrimination  under  the  Accommodation  Agreement. 

"Genocide  and  Ethnic  Cleansing" 

The  resistors  have  undertaken  an  extensive  "religious  freedom"  and 
public  relations  campaign  to  convince  the  world  that  they  should  remain 
on  Hopi  land,  enlisting  the  help  of  movie  stars.  United  Nations 
"activist"  and  the  media  to  sign  onto  their  cause.  Media  hype  includes 
playing  on  such  sensitive  issues  as  ethnic  cleansing  and  genocide,  and 
fears  of  government  conspiracy  and  capitalistic  greed.  Little  attention 
or  understanding,  if  any,  is  given  to  the  Hopi  position  regarding  this 
matter. 

According  to  Webster's  dictionary,  genocide  is  "the  deliberate  and 


systematic  destruction  of  a racial,  political,  or  cultural  group."  The 
allegation  that  the  Hopi  people  are  engaged  in  ethnic  cleansing  or 
genocide  of  Navajo  people  is  not  only  a capricious  fabrication,  it  is 
utterly  absurd.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  such  claims  when  one  learns 
that : 

* Hopi  homelands  were  forcibly  diminished  by  91% 

* the  Hopi  Reservation  is  completely  landlocked  by  the  Navajo 
Reservation  and  thereby  places  the  Hopi  utterly  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Navajo  government 

* Hopi  are  denied  religious  access  to  shrines  and  sacred  places  on 
ancestral  land. 

The  Hopi,  who  are  outnumbered  by  Navajo  21  to  1,  have  neither  the  desire 
nor  the  resources  to  systematically  destroy  the  Navajo.  Although  the 
Hopi  chose  to  accommodate  the  Navajo  families  who  did  not  wish  to  leave 
the  HPL,  they  were  under  no  legal  obligation  to  do  so.  With  the 
exception  of  voting  rights,  Navajo  lease  signers  enjoy  the  same 
privileges  and  rights  afforded  Hopi  tribal  members.  For  example,  the 
amount  of  land  that  a Navajo  family  may  lease  is  identical  to  the  amount 
of  land  assigned  to  Hopi  families  who  request  use  of  the  HPL.  Also,  both 
Navajo  and  Hopi  alike  are  subject  to  managed  use  of  natural  resources 
(such  as  permitting,  specified  gathering  amounts,  etc.)  as  stipulated  by 
Hopi  tribal  ordinances. 

If  there  is  genocide,  then  surely  it  must  be  the  Hopi  that  are  being 
systematically  destroyed  through  revisionist  history;  untruthful 
reporting  by  so-called  United  Nations  observers,  outside  agitators  and 
so-called  "activists;"  grossly  inaccurate  media  documentaries;  and 
usurping  their  land  and  resources  upon  which  they  have  depended  for 
physical  and  cultural  survival  over  the  centuries. 

Source:  http://www.hopi . nsn . us/Pages/H61and . htm 
Rob  Schmidt 
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Ya'a'tee  (December  2000) 

As  usual,  I am  behind  schedule  getting  the  next  VFH  out  to  you,  so  in 
the  meantime  I thought  I would  pass  on  some  more  words  from  the  resistors. 

The  first  is  a letter  sent  to  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  in  1991.  Many  of  the  Elders  in  the  Big  Mountain  area  sent  letters, 
that  is  to  say  they  spoke  in  Dineh,  and  was  then  translated  into  english 
and  written  down.  The  one  I include  here  is  by  Kee  Shay.  What  is  striking 
about  all  these  letters  is  the  simple,  powerful  clarity  that  the  elders 
express.  Not  only  have  the  words  been  translated  from  Dineh  into  english, 
but  must  also  be  translated  from  an  oral  tradition  into  the  dominant 
societies  literary  tradition.  For  this  reason  I would  suggest  that  if  it 
is  possible,  you  print  this  out  and  read  it  later.  In  some  quiet  time, 
when  you  can  read  it  slowly  and  carefully.  Which  is  the  way  it  was 
composed . 

The  second  statement  is  a short  one  from  Leoranard  Benally  which  follows 
on  from  the  one  you  read  last  month.  Many  of  you  are  always  asking  for 
concrete  ways  to  do  something  about  what  is  going  on  here.  Leornard 
offers  you  one  way. 

Kee  Shay  (1991) 

Today  I'll  be  writing  about  what  I remember  and  the  way  I see  it  in  my 


mind  and  the  way  I actually  have  seen  things  with  my  own  eyes.  Today  I'll 
be  talking  about  that.  Right  now  this  evening  I will  be  saying  from  here 
in  the  Big  Mountain  region  what  I have  witnessed. 

Here  there  were  our  ancestors,  there  are  our  children,  even  the  babies. 
In  this  world  our  way  of  life  has  continued  through  generation  after 
generation,  we  can't  count  how  many.  So  it  is  and  so  it  will  continue 
into  the  future.  So  we  need  to  consider  the  future  of  this  land  for  the 
children.  As  the  Creator  made  it,  it  has  always  been  and  so  it  will  be 
for  the  future  generations. 

The  Creator  made  this  land  for  us  and  then  we  were  put  right  here  within 
the  four  sacred  mountains.  They  are  the  San  Francisco  Peaks,  Sierra  Blanca 
Peak,  Mt.  Taylor  and  Big  Sheep  Mountain.  That  is  the  creation  story  that 
came  through  our  grandparents.  The  mountains  all  have  spiritual  names. 
There  are  a lot  of  other  mountains.  Every  one  of  them  has  prayers  and 
songs.  The  Creator  put  them  down  for  us  when  the  Dineh  came  into  being. 

The  Navajo  wedding  basket  was  given  to  us.  The  four  sacred  mountain 
bundles  were  given  to  us.  These  bundles  came  from  the  sacred  mountains 
and  became  medicine  for  us.  They  have  been  with  our  ancestors  always  and 
were  passed  down.  To  this  day,  the  prayers,  the  songs  and  all  other 
natural  elements  that  are  part  of  this  earth  gives  us  the  connection  to 
the  spiritual  world  and  they  look  upon  us  to  this  day.  Even  though  the 
old  people  went  on,  the  Creator  still  expects  us  to  care  for  what  we  were 
given.  That  is  this  Black  Mesa.  We  know  tese  are  sacred  mountains  and  we 
have  two  here.  Black  Mesa  which  is  the  female  and  Lukachukai  which  is  the 
male.  We  live  on  these  mountains  and  are  the  grandchildren  of  them.  We 
are  the  only  ones  who  now  these  ways.  I don't  think  you  in  Washington  can 
understand  them.  I don't  think  anyone  will  ever  give  us  a good  life 
except  the  Creator.  Right  now  our  prayers  are  through  and  within  the 
Mother  Earth.  Also  through  the  universe  which  is  the  sky  our  father  that 
we  pray  to.  The  holy  water  we  pray  to,  into  the  darkness,  we  pray,  into 
the  dawn  we  pray,  then  into  the  sunset  we  also  pray.  Every  day  we  have 
sunrise  and  at  night  the  moon.  To  these  we  have  our  prayers  and  songs.  In 
the  prayers  we  ask  for  humbleness.  It  seems  like  the  U.S.  government  will 
never  recognize  us.  It  seems  like  the  white  man  does  not  see  us.  At  the 
time  of  your  discovery  of  the  Dineh,  you  already  knew  they  were  the  Dineh. 
But  to  this  day  you  hide  from  that  knowledge.  You  have  never  recognized 
us  as  the  human  beings  we  are.  From  the  white  man  there  has  never  been 
acknowledgement  of  what  has  been  done  to  the  Dineh.  You  hide  from  your 
own  truth.  You  hide  from  the  elders  and  the  youth.  That  is  the  forced 
march  to  Fort  Sumner.  You  made  the  people  suffer.  Along  the  walk  you 
murdered  them.  You  killed  the  women  who  were  having  babies.  You  killed 
the  old  ones,  the  hungry  ones.  That  murdering  and  suffering  went  on  for  4 
years,  1864  to  1868.  You  did  this  to  people  you  didn't  even  know,  you 
didn't  know  how  humble  they  were.  When  will  you  acknowledge  what  has  been 
done  to  our  people?  When  will  it  stop?  From  the  days  of  white  man's  of 
North  and  South  America  you  still  in  500  years  have  not  acknowledged  the 
natives  who  lived  here.  There  was  only  your  own  self  interest. 

Immediately  you  started  to  destroy  our  cultures.  You  came  here  for 
religious  freedom,  yet  you  classify  us  as  low,  low  beings.  You  created 
poverty,  hunger,  helplessness,  and  didease  among  us. 

When  the  land  was  given  to  us  all  things  were  in  balance:  the  animals 
and  the  plants  were  given  to  us  for  food  and  medicine.  The  buffalo,  the 
deer  and  the  antelope.  It  was  the  Beauty  Way.  Then  came  the  Europeans, 
dividing  up  the  lands  into  states  and  counties,  killing  all  the  buffalo. 
Refusing  to  recognize  the  cultures  that  were  here  first. 

Now  you  are  strip-mining  for  coal  which  you  are  trying  to  sell  overseas. 
You  are  taking  the  uranium  out  of  the  ground  which  was  put  there  for  the 
balance  of  the  Mother  Earth.  You  got  wealthy  on  it.  You  got  rich  on  it. 

At  one  time  there  was  high  quality  water  in  Black  Mesa.  Many  natural 
springs  that  ran  free.  They  were  put  there  by  the  Creator  for  the  people 
and  the  animals  to  use.  Then  the  U.S.  puppet  Tribal  government  built 
walls  and  dams  so  now  we  cannot  use  the  water,  the  animals  can  not  run 
free  anymore.  We  used  to  have  a lot  of  wood  here,  but  because  of  the 
clearcutting  on  Black  Mesa  the  wood  is  scarce.  When  we  pray  it  is  not 
just  for  one  small  area  but  for  all  over.  To  this  day  it  is  so  sad  to  us 


that  our  ways  are  disappearing  before  our  very  eyes  because  white  man 
refuses  to  really  see  us.  The  Creator  still  looks  upon  us.  He  knows  it  is 
not  our  fault  these  things  are  happening  to  us. 

There  are  a lot  of  materialistic  things  that  have  been  brought  into  our 
world  which  are  hard  for  us  to  resist.  The  things  that  can  destroy  us  are 
open  to  us  in  every  white  man's  city.  Alcohol,  we  don't  know  how  to  use 
it.  We  abuse  it  sometimes. 

Here  all  our  leaders  talk  about  how  we  are  going  to  have  a good  world,  a 
good  life.  They  tell  our  children  they'll  have  good  opportunities  in  the 
schools.  They  take  them  when  they  are  barely  5 years  old.  Nobody  in  the 
schools  tries  to  preserve  our  good  ways  of  life,  our  medicine  ways.  Not 
the  Tribal  government  and  not  the  U.S.  government.  I never  heard  of  a 
Tribal  Chairman  work  to  preserve  his  own  culture.  They  tell  us  we  are 
going  to  live  in  a good  way  in  this  nation,  but  it  is  not  as  they. 

Nowadays  we  can't  go  to  our  sacred  places  because  of  government  policy.  I 
think  this  world  is  heading  for  purification  of  Mother  Earth  because  we 
have  messed  up  the  environment  from  fossil  fuels  and  the  production  of 
energy  in  our  Four  Corners  area.  It  is  destroying  our  culture,  our  ways 
of  life.  A lot  of  people  have  become  refugees,  they  are  confused.  A lot 
of  times  there  is  no  free  speech  or  free  press.  You  only  recognize  one 
government  and  you  only  listen  to  one  side  of  the  story.  The  one  you 
think  might  benefit  your  government.  They  tell  the  Hopi  that  the  land 
belongs  to  them  now,  but  I don't  think  they  will  ever  benefit  by  being 
out  here.  They  will  also  get  fooled  by  the  U.S  government.  The  strip 
mining  and  the  so-called  economic  development  will  not  help  the  Hopi 
people.  The  government  is  just  using  the  Hopi  Tribal  Government  as  a 
puppet.  Dust  as  the  Navajo  have  been  helpless  in  the  face  of  the 
bureaucrats  so  it  will  be  for  the  Hopi.  I plead  for  you  to  understand 
what  I am  saying.  To  all  of  you,  the  U.S.  government,  and  the  governments 
of  the  Navajo  and  Hopi;  not  until  the  day  you  all  understand  will  there 
be  healing  for  the  people  and  the  Mother  Earth. 

It  is  the  abuse  of  the  industrialized  nations  that  has  created  the  hole 
in  the  ozone.  This  they  will  not  heal.  Not  any  government  will  heal  this 
hole  in  the  universe.  The  only  way  is  we  have  to  pray  from  the  heart, 
that  we  shed  tears,  maybe  this  is  the  only  way  to  fix  it.  Only  if  the 
Creator  has  compassion  for  us.  Maybe  from  that  we  will  have  a balanced 
world.  This  goes  for  everybody  on  the  face  of  the  earth  including  all  of 
you.  Maybe  we  will  have  a better  world  that  way.  The  Creator  might  give 
us  another  chance.  Forgive  us  for  all  our  destruction.  I can  see  we  can 
still  be  blessed  here  on  Black  Mesa.  There  is  still  some  balance  here. 

The  abuse  of  Black  Mesa  water  and  the  Colorado  river.  All  these  waters 
are  going  to  the  rich  people  on  the  West  Coast.  You  should  respect  the 
first  americans.  You  came  here  as  foreigners  and  now  you  are  stomping  on 
everybody  and  taking  away  all  their  rights.  I'm  sure  the  Creator  does  not 
like  this.  You  are  abusing  the  children,  neglecting  and  destroying  them. 
All  you  white  men  the  nature  warns  you,  the  floods,  hurricanes  and  big 
storms.  If  we  can  not  bring  balance  back  to  nature,  most  of  us  might  have 
to  pay  with  our  lives. 

When  you  first  came  to  the  so-called  New  World,  why  did  you  come?  For 
what  purpose  are  you  here?  Were  you  helpless  when  you  came?  Over  here  you 
develop  all  kinds  of  weapons.  Nuclear  bombs.  Now  you  threaten  all  of 
creation.  You  take  your  weapon  to  the  land  where  the  basis  of 
Christianity  was  created.  I'm  sure  there  are  humble  people  there.  I'm 
sure  they  all  suffer.  I'm  sure  they  want  to  live  in  a peaceful  way.  Now 
you  are  threatening  them.  You  are  having  war  with  them.  A lot  of  our 
young  people  are  there  with  weapons  in  their  hands.  We  Navajos  served  in 
both  World  Wars,  Korea,  Vietnam,  Panama  and  now  in  the  Middle  East.  In 
return  you  don't  think  about  us.  You  are  destroying  our  ways.  Yet  we  have 
helped  you  in  your  ways.  We  worry  about  our  young  people.  It  seems  like 
we  have  no  say  over  our  own  children.  You  just  take  them  away.  You  do 
that  with  all  the  children,  red,  white  and  black.  I'm  sure  all  the 
parents  are  concerned  for  their  children.  It  seems  like  the  U.S. 
government  has  no  mercy  for  the  human  race.  The  U.S.  government  should 
think  humbly,  he  should  think  in  a good  way.  Whats  wrong  with  living  in  a 
peaceful  way  with  harmony  among  all  people?  We  should  all  think  in  a good 


way  between  all  thye  races.  This  way  we  will  all  have  a better  world.  We 
are  all  special  in  different  ways.  We  only  can  have  a beautiful  world 
without  the  wars. 

When  our  forefathers  went  to  Fort  Sumner,  they  laid  down  their  weapons. 
They  signed  a treaty  that  we  would  no  longer  pick  up  weapons.  Now  the 
Navajo  people  are  holding  weapons  in  their  hands  to  protect  your  oil 
interests.  It  seems  like  you  force  them  to  do  this.  I'm  sure  they  are  all 
humble.  Go  fix  up  your  mind.  I think  you  are  out  of  your  mind.  Maybe  you 
should  reconsider  yourself.  Think  back  to  1868  when  you  took  our  weapons 
from  us.  When  you  reconsider  this  you  will  know  you  lie.  Think  about 
these  words.  I thank  you  for  it. 

There  is  really  no  peace  among  us  and  there  is  a lot  of  natural 
disasters  in  our  world  because  we  create  these  things  for  ourselves  by  our 
thoughts  and  our  actions.  Until  the  day  we  have  peace  among  us,  until  the 
day  you  let  native  people  live  the  way  they  want.  That  day  everything 
will  be  good  again  with  nature  in  balance.  We  should  all  think  back  into 
our  hearts  and  act  from  that  place.  I just  said  what  I think  this  evening. 

I hope  these  letters  reach  into  your  heart  and  all  the  hearts  of  the 
government . 

We  went  to  Washington  D.C.,  with  a statement  to  deliver,  but  they  didn't 
want  us  in  Washington.  They  told  us  to  take  it  to  Phoenix,  but  they  didn't 
want  us  either.  It  is  now  in  a circuit  court  in  San  Francisco.  Why  do  you 
have  to  refuse  us?  Not  accepting  us,  not  listening  to  us.  All  the  Native 
Americans,  starting  with  the  Navajo.  All  the  Native  Americans  will  not  be 
listened  to.  It  seems  like  the  white  men  will  not  listen  to  any  of  them. 

In  a lot  of  ways  they  are  poor,  in  a lot  of  ways  they  are  suffering.  You 
can  see  it  right  here.  The  government  ignores  them.  The  reason  why  I say 
this,  I went  to  Washington  where  the  White  House  is.  When  I went  there  I 
saw  the  beautiful  houses  and  buildings  you  live  in.  They  told  me  all  the 
leaders  here  are  doing  their  work.  Then  I saw  on  the  streets  people 
sitting  on  the  swere  grates  trying  to  keep  warm.  I saw  all  nationalities 
there.  When  I looked  at  them  they  looked  really  helpless.  I felt  sorry 
for  them.  They  were  there  with  their  children.  Why  does  the  U.S. 
government  not  see  the  people  there  trying  to  keep  warm?  That's  where  the 
leaders  are.  I say  to  myself  why  do  they  not  see  this?  Some  of  the  people 
have  no  food,  they  aren't  even  eating,  they  are  begging  for  change.  They 
were  just  sitting  there  helpless.  I thought  to  myself  why  are  these 
people  here  like  that?  Where  did  they  come  from?  What  so-called  progress 
put  them  there?  I thought  maybe  someday  when  the  white  people  come  to  our 
lands  and  build  their  cities  our  people  will  be  like  that. 

What  I've  talked  about  and  what  I've  said  is  what  I know  and  is  all  I 
have  to  say.  I hope  you  take  it  in  deep  concern. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

++++++++++++++++++++ 

Leonard  Benally 

Big  Mountain  Dec.  18  2000 

Mobilization  2000  continues  to  build  to  2001  from  phone  mobilization  to 
Lehmen  Brothers  Shareholders  meeting  April  3rd  2001  New  York  City 
To  National  and  International  concerned  people: 

We  wish  to  say  our  word  again  with  honor  and  respect  to  the  global  public 
from  the  Indigenous  Navajo  and  Hopi  people  who  are  in  resistance.  We  are 
in  Resistance.  We  will  never  surrender,  we  will  never  give  up.  We  will 
never  sell  our  Land  or  what  is  ours. 

We  are  reaching  out  to  all  honest  people;  people  who  are  in  all  honest 
struggles.  We  reach  out  to  you,  our  Indigenous  Brothers  and  Sisters  for 
solidairity  and  to  unite  against  "the  Beast"  (Peabody  Coal  Co.).  We  are 
the  little  people.  All  of  us  are  mostly  Indigenous  People  and  for  many 
years  we've  veen  trying  to  find  a political  solution  to  the  conflict  in 
Big  Mountain,  "U.S.  of  A".  We  have  placed  ourselves  under  the  protection 
of  International  Treaties  in  the  United  Nations.  There  are  a lot  of  NGOs 
that  are  aware  of  the  Big  Mountain  conflict  now.  And  the  corrupted 
government  doesn't  want  this  for  many  years  they  tried  to  "keep  a lid  on 
it".  But  now  the  People  from  Big  Mountain  are  speaking  out  and  we  are 
building  a mobilization  and  reaching  out  for  voices  to  come  together  and 
unite  against  Lehemen  Brothers  and  Peabody  Coal  Co.  and  the  BIA  for  their 


mistreatment  and  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  Councils  for  "bleeding  their  own 
race."  They  should  be  punished  for  these  things. 

The  invitation  is  open  for  you  to  come  to  a meeting  and  give  your  voice 
for  Human  Rights  and  the  Environment  if  you  stand  for  these  things.  We 
know  there  are  a lot  of  struggles  out  there;  we're  not  saying  we  are  the 
only  one.  We  need  everyone  to  be  there  on  April  3rd  in  New  York  City  at 
the  Lehmen  Brothers  Shareholders  meeting.  That  way  we  know  we  are  not 
alone.  We're  not  living  alone  in  silence,  or  dying  in  silence.  So  we  are 
doing  this  for  the  people  who  have  nothing.  We  are  changing  from  a 
National  Sacrifice  area  to  a National  Historic  Cultural  Preservation  Site. 
We  are  facing  Lehmen  Brothers  to  tell  them  to  change  corporate  relations 
with  the  Indigenous  people  and  to  Respect  our  Altar. 

We  need  your  presence  and  your  voice  at  the  corporate  shareholders 
meeting  of  Lehmen  Brothers  that  now  owns  Peabody  Coal  Co.  Come  on  April 
3rd  in  New  York  City.  We  will  meet  with  Lehmen  Brothers  corporation  in  a 
good  way  with  a good  heart. 

Thats  all  for  now 
Good  Health  and  Embrace 
L.  Bennally 
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Pueblo  continues  Sandia  Mountain  fight 

INDIANZ.COM 

DECEMBER  13,  2000 

Despite  opposition  to  a settlement  on  the  issue  and  requests  to  delay 
decisions  affecting  it,  the  Governor  of  Sandia  Pueblo  on  Tuesday  expressed 
confidence  that  the  tribe  will  prevail  in  its  claim  over  the  eastern  face 
of  the  Sandia  Mountains  in  New  Mexico. 

"We  remain  positive,"  said  Governor  Stuwart  Paisano.  "Since  the  1970s, 
we've  been  very  patient  and  remain  optimistic  that  the  Department  of 
Interior  will  do  the  right  thing." 

Depending  on  whom  you  ask,  what's  right  for  the  Pueblo  might  not  be  right 
for  its  neighbors,  however.  After  several  years  of  litigation,  the  Pueblo, 
the  Interior,  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  came  to  a settlement 
agreement  on  about  10,000  acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  managed  by  the  US 
Forest  Service. 

The  agreement  has  been  criticized  by  New  Mexico's  Congressional  delegation 
because  they  say  it  leaves  out  two  affected  parties  --  the  County  of 
Bernalillo  and  the  Sandia  Mountain  Coalition,  a group  of  private 
landowners.  But  as  Paisano  points  out,  those  parties  withdrew  from 
negotiations  in  1999. 

Still,  Paisano  says  the  Pueblo  has  always  been  willing  to  accept  the  two 
parties  back  into  settlement  talks.  He  also  notes  the  settlement  addresses 
every  single  one  of  their  concerns, 

"Everything  they  asked  for,  they  got,"  said  Paisano.  "Our  Pueblo  has 
compromised  tremendously  on  what  we've  given  up  and  we  will  continue  to  be 
good  neighbors." 

According  to  Senator  Pete  Domenici  (R-N.Mex)  and  his  staff,  though,  the 
Pueblo  hasn't  given  up  enough.  Domenici  says  the  settlement  "presents 
unacceptable  precedents"  that  will  affect  the  resolution  of  land  claims  all 
over  Indian  Country. 

"The  manner  in  which  the  land  claim  is  proceeding  could  in  effect  for  the 
first  time  ever  give  an  American  Indian  tribe  virtually  complete  management 
and  control  over  federal  non-tribal  land,"  added  Chris  Gallegos,  a Domenici 
aide. 

Paisano  presents  a different  view.  He  acknowledged  that  the  settlement  is 


"unique/'  but  says  the  land  will  still  be  managed  by  the  government.  The 
Pueblo  will  also  be  able  to  veto  any  new  uses  of  the  land,  a power  to  which 
Domenici  objects.  Paisano,  however,  says  veto  power  is  necessary  because 
Congress  could  open  up  the  forest  land  for  development  at  any  time. 

He  also  addressed  concerns  raised  by  Domenici  staffers  over  hunting  on  the 
land,  which  is  currently  managed  by  the  state  of  New  Mexico.  Since  only  bow 
hunting  is  permitted  by  the  state,  Paisano  said  only  one  tribal  member  is 
affected . 

"I  don't  think  a couple  of  permits  will  affect  their  bag  limits,"  said 
Paisano.  Tribal  members  would  only  hunt  in  season,  he  added. 

Nevertheless,  in  addition  to  his  opposition  to  the  settlement,  Domenici 
is  seeking  to  delay  a decision  to  conduct  a survey  on  the  Pueblo's  eastern 
boundary.  The  Interior  has  opened  a 30-day  comment  period  and  Domenici 
wants  to  extend  it  by  90  days,  a request  the  Pueblo  doesn't  support. 

At  the  same  time,  should  the  Interior  choose  to  resurvey,  any  potential 
change  wouldn't  occur  until  2002  and  only  if  Congress  hasn't  enacted  the 
settlement.  But  Paisano  said  the  Pueblo  isn't  worried  about  the  seemingly 
long  time-frame. 

"How  ever  long  it  takes  to  get  that  mountain  protected  or  get  it  back, 
we're  willing  to  continue  the  fight,"  he  said. 
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Riders  trace  tragic  route  to  renew  Lakota  ways 
By  PETER  HARRIMAN 
Argus  Leader 
published:  12/15/00 

EAGLE  BUTTE  --The  stocky  brown  gelding  dips  his  nose  into  a plastic  feed 
bucket,  and  less  Knight  slips  a halter  over  the  horse's  head.  Deliberately, 
at  a pace  both  he  and  the  horse  seem  tuned  to  like  harmonizing  musicians, 
Knight  leads  the  animal  into  a nearby  barn,  ties  it  off  to  a stall  and 
inspects  its  feet. 

This  horse  is  going  for  a long  winter  ride. 

Today,  Knight  and  50  or  more  other  riders  set  off  from  the  site  where 
Chief  Sitting  Bull  was  killed  110  years  ago.  They  will  make  their  way  down 
through  the  rolling,  tan  South  Dakota  prairies  dusted  with  snow  in  an 
effort  to  reach  Wounded  Knee  Creek  near  Pine  Ridge  on  Dec.  29.  There,  in 
1890,  soldiers  from  the  U.S.  Seventh  Cavalry  slaughtered  more  than  250 
Minneconjou  and  Hunkpapa  Sioux  men,  women  and  children  led  by  Chief  Big 
Foot  in  the  last  armed  conflict  between  the  Army  and  American  Indians. 

The  Knight  ranch  buildings  about  40  miles  west  of  Eagle  Butte  are  set  in 
a small  bowl  of  brown  hills,  and  after  tending  to  his  horse,  Knight  walks 
across  the  yard  to  his  mother's  house.  Edith  Knight  is  not  home.  At  age  74, 
she  has  resumed  a career  teaching  sixth  grade  at  Takini  School.  But  a wood 
stove  has  the  house  warm  with  its  mellow  heat,  and  a pot  of  coffee  is  soon 
brewing.  That  prompts  Knight  to  begin  telling  stories  about  growing  up  on 
this  ranch.  With  trophies  and  photos  as  props,  he  touches  on  his  rodeo 
career  now  spanning  23  years  and  recalls  his  late  father's  venture  in 
quarter  horse  racing  and  his  theories  about  breeding  sturdy  ranch  horses. 

He  also  brings  forth  two  sheets  of  white  paper  lettered  in  black.  It  is 
a family  tree,  and  on  it,  Knight  can  trace  an  ancestor  who  was  a Wounded 
Knee  survivor. 

Knight  is  a primary  organizer  of  this  year's  Big  Foot  Memorial  Ride.  His 
participation  seems  fueled  in  equal  parts  by  a horseman  eager  for  an 
adventure  with  the  animals  and  by  a Lakota  man  determined  to  reclaim  his 
culture. 

The  first  version  of  this  ride  took  place  in  1986.  The  idea  was  to  do 
something  for  the  Oglala  Sioux  Tribe.  For  Alex  White  Plume  and  Birgil 
Kills  Straight,  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  the  mid-1980s,  politics 


seemed  like  it  ought  to  be  the  way  to  improve  tribal  members'  lot. 

"But  it  didn't  help/'  White  Plume  says. 

About  that  time,  a tribal  holy  man,  Curtis  Kills  Ree,  completed  a vision 
quest.  White  Plume  remembers. 

"He  came  off  that  quest  and  directed  Birgil  and  myself  to  get  on  horses, 
go  to  (Chief)  Hump's  camp  (at  Cherry  Creek)  and  pray.  We  were  to  get  on 
horses  and  ride  back  four  times." 

The  rides  retraced  a portion  of  the  route  taken  when  Hunkpapas  who  had 
fled  Standing  Rock  Reservation  after  Sitting  Bull  was  killed  met  Big 
Foot's  Minneconjous  who  were  journeying  to  pick  up  government  food  rations. 
Convinced  by  nearly  two  decades  of  being  on  the  run  from  the  U.S.  military 
that  Sitting  Bull's  death  at  the  hands  of  tribal  police  put  them  all  in 
peril,  the  Indians  pushed  through  a South  Dakota  winter  seeking  protection 
amid  fellow  Oglala  Ghost  Dancers  in  the  remote  Badlands. 

Sitting  Bull  had  been  killed  during  a botched  arrest  for  his  perceived 
role  as  a leader  of  the  new  Ghost  Dance  religion.#  Practitioners  believed 
its  rites  would  ensure  the  northern  plains  would  be  returned  to  Indians 
newly  replenished  with  bison  and  horses  and  empty  of  whites. 

Big  Foot's  people  never  reached  sanctuary.  After  surrendering  to  the 
Army  Dec.  28,  they  were  slaughtered  the  next  morning  when  an  effort  by  the 
Cavalry  to  disarm  them  went  awry  after  a shot  was  fired  during  a struggle 
over  a rifle. 

The  soldiers  poured  a murderous  volley  into  the  ranks  of  about  90 
warriors,  killing  half.  Four  rapid-fire  Hotchkiss  guns  on  a low  hill  raked 
the  camp  as  women  and  children  fled.  Then  the  soldiers  directed  small  arms 
and  artillery  fire  at  a ravine  sheltering  survivors.  On  Dan.  4,  the  frozen 
bodies  were  dragged  from  the  snow  and  heaped  in  a pit. 

Beginning  with  the  first  ride  in  1986,  White  Plume,  Kills  Straight  and 
about  10  companions  meticulously  followed  Kills  Ree's  instructions  about 
the  display  of  eagle  feathers  during  the  ride  and  the  performance  of 
ceremonies  to  complete  the  cycle  of  grieving  for  massacre  victims.  None  of 
it  was  easy:  not  riding  and  leading  horses  over  rough,  wind-swept  prairie 
in  December,  not  fulfilling  Kills  Ree's  directions  nor  dealing  with  the 
ridicule  of  relatives  and  friends. 

"They  said  we  were  play  acting  at  being  Indians,"  White  Plume  remembers. 
"But  by  jumping  on  a horse,  freezing,  and  suffering  the  same  ordeal  as  Big 
Foot,  we  opened  a lot  of  people's  lives." 

The  rides  began  to  revive  Lakota  culture  throughout  South  Dakota,  White 
Plume  says.  It  gave  Indians  like  himself  a sense  of  whom  they  should  be. 

"I  was  one  of  the  people  who  quit  alcohol  all  together  over  this.  It's 
been  nearly  20  years,  and  I'm  still  sober.  It  empowered  me  to  get  back  to 
a Lakota  way  of  life." 

Knight  says  his  mother  is  pleased  he  is  taking  part  in  the  ride  and 
organizing  it. 

"She's  glad  someone  is  going  to  ride.  Someone  from  our  family  has  always 
ridden,"  he  says. 

He  left  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  as  a child  to  attend  boarding 
school  at  St.  Doseph's  Indian  School  in  Chamberlain.  While  he  enjoyed  his 
time  there  between  the  second  and  seventh  grades,"  he  says,  "I  didn't  know 
what  I was  missing"  in  terms  of  cultural  identity. 

As  an  adult,  Knight  sings  with  a drum  group  and  plies  elders  to  collect 
old  tribal  songs.  He  helps  oversee  the  Dupree  School  Lakota  Club,  and,  at 
the  age  of  46  next  summer,  he  will  take  part  in  the  piercing  ritual  of  the 
Sun  Dance. 

"This  fall  in  October,  the  spirits  came  to  me  in  a ceremony,"  he  says. 
They  squeezed  his  head  and  tweaked  his  chest  as  a sign  he  should  dance. 

In  1990,  White  Plume,  other  riders  from  1986,  and  a host  of  additional 
participants  from  throughout  the  country  completed  a fifth  ride,  "a 
thanksgiving  ride  to  announce  to  the  world  our  language,  ceremonies  and 
rituals  are  intact  and  still  here,"  he  explains. 

Since  then,  mostly  younger  generations  annually  complete  December  rides 
to  Pine  Ridge.  These  have  taken  on  a variety  of  meanings,  Knight  points 
out.  Some  area  ranchers  offer  horses  for  the  long  trek,  simply  to  make 
sure  that  the  saddle  stock  they'll  rely  on  for  spring  calving  is  exercised 
over  the  winter. 


"Some  guys  are  there  for  the  healing.  Others  are  there  for  the  prayers, 
others  for  the  spirituality,"  he  says. 

Arvol  Looking  Horse,  whose  family  for  generations  has  kept  the  Sioux 
Sacred  Pipe  presented  by  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman,  "has  his  own  reasons" 
for  participating  in  the  ride,  Knight  says. 

"He  wants  to  be  involved  a lot  with  the  pipe." 

Now,  10  years  after  the  1990  ride,  original  riders  like  White  Plume  say 
they  are  rejoining  the  event  to  assess  the  progress  made  in  the  past 
decade  in  restoring  Lakota  values.  White  Plume  says. 

South  Dakota's  reservations  are  in  many  ways  sinks  of  despair,  with 
record  poverty,  rampant  violent  crime  and  epidemics  of  alcoholism  and  drug 
abuse . 

But  against  that  record.  White  Plume  looks  back  nearly  a decade  and  a 
half  to  the  ride  he  helped  found,  and  he  hearkens  even  further  back  to 
the  time  of  Sitting  Bull,  Big  Foot  and  the  Ghost  Dancers,  whose  faith 
promised  a return  to  their  traditional  way  of  life. 

"I  believe  we  have  fulfilled  the  dreams  they  had,"  White  Plume  says. 

"Our  language  is  back.  Everybody  is  concerned  about  it  today.  The  buffalo 
are  back.  On  the  (Pine  Ridge)  reservation,  there  are  nine  buffalo 
operations,  and  every  grandma  has  bought  their  grandson  a horse. 

"I  think  we  have  fulfilled  those  dreams." 

Reach  Peter  Harriman  at  575-3615  or  pharrima@argusleader . com 
All  content  Copyright  c.  2000  Argus  Leader. 
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Navajo-Hopi  Observer-  News 
Hogan  project  underway  in  Cameron 
By  Danel  States  Dames 
The  Observer 

CAMERON  - With  the  site  selected  and  the  logs  ordered,  the  first  hogan 
of  the  Indigenous  Community  Enterprise  (ICE)  is  just  weeks  away  from 
construction.  The  project  is  a part  of  an  effort  to  use  small-diameter 
roundwood  from  area  forests  for  local  projects.  According  to  Brett 
KenCairn,  of  Northern  Arizona  University's  Forestry  Department,  the 
project  has  the  potential  to  bring  20-30  jobs  to  the  reservation,  and 
particularly  to  the  Cameron  area,  where  ICE  hopes  to  build  the 
manufacturing  center  for  the  logs,  across  the  highway  from  the  Chapter 
House.  The  logs  are  currently  being  manufactured  in  Eagar,  Ariz. 

The  ICE  will  use  these  logs  for  affordable  hogans  and  other  products, 
both  on  and  off  the  reservation.  Besides  the  Cameron  hogan  - which  will  be 
used  for  ICE  offices,  the  Cameron  Tourism  Association  and  as  the  office  of 
the  National  Parks  Tribal  Liaison  - more  projects  are  in  the  works.  The 
design  has  been  completed  for  the  Leupp  Elementary  School  hogan,  which 
should  see  construction  begin  sometime  in  February  or  March;  a hogan  has 
been  ordered  for  the  NAU  campus  and  another  for  Tuba  City. 

The  roundwood  project  is  not  only  limited  to  hogans,  however.  ICE  has 
also  received  orders  for  three  log  cabins.  Nor  must  the  project  limit 
itself  to  the  reservation.  "ICE  could  sell  hogans  off  the  Navajo  Nation, 
to  be  used  as  cabins  or  second  homes,  and  people  who  are  interested  in  the 
hogans  would  probably  be  interested  in  other  Native  products,  like 
artistry.  It  could  be  a companion  market,"  said  KenCairn.  KenCairn 
estimates  that  the  cost  of  a hogan,  complete  with  kitchen,  bath  and  solid 
floor,  at  $30,000.  Hogans  which  don't  need  all  that,  like  those  for 
ceremonial  purposes,  would  be  significantly  less.  The  hogan  project  has 
the  potential  to  impact  more  than  handful  of  people,  points  out  KenCairn. 
In  order  to  explore  the  possibilities  for  community  development  offered  by 
the  hogan  project,  ICE  convened  a larger  group  of  partners  and 
stakeholders  last  Thursday  and  Friday  at  the  Cameron  Chapter  House.  To 


conduct  the  workshop,  ICE  brought  in  Shanna  Ratner  of  Yellow  Wood 
Associates,  Inc.,  a company  that  specializes  in  rural  communty  economic 
development.  Participants  were  taken  through  a series  of  exercises  to  help 
them  define  their  goals  and  identify  what  specific  action  must  be  taken  to 
reach  these  goals. 

"We  are  trying  to  reach  out  to  the  broadest  array  of  people  who  have  an 
interest  in  the  success  of  this  project  and  to  identify  steps  and  action 
we  need  to  take  to  that  end,"  said  KenCairn,  pointing  out  the  presence  of 
Greyhills  High  School  students,  the  Division  of  Economic  Development,  the 
Environmental  Education  Center  out  of  Flagstaff,  Native  Sun,  Navajo  Nation 
and  Chapter  government  officials,  local  educators,  small  business  owners, 
and  many  others.  Miranda  Morales,  a senior  at  Greyhills  High  and  a 
Cameron  resident,  is  just  one  of  the  many  who  could  benefit  from  the 
availability  of  hogans.  Morales  pointed  out  that  a project  like  this  could 
be  good  for  the  youth  of  the  area  by  providing  jobs  and  job  training,  and 
construction  experience.  And  since  she  and  her  mother,  Marie,  are 
considering  starting  a hogan  bed  and  breakfast,  the  roundwood  project 
could  not  come  at  a better  time.  The  meeting  was  just  the  first  step  in 
valuable  discussions  for  Cameron  and  surrounding  areas,  the  first  step  in 
establishing,  as  one  group  said,  "community  enterprises  that  provide 
meaningful  educational  opportunities  and  goods  (hogans  and  other  roundwood 
products)  that  are  profitable,  respectful  of  cultural  values  and  sustain 
the  local  natural  resources." 


Paul  Pureau 
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Mohawk  (MCK)  Return  to  Traditional  Government  Document 
By:  Ross  Montour 
Eastern  Door 

The  first  order  on  the  agenda  at  this  past  Tuesday's  MCK  public  meeting 
was  the  signing  of  an  historic  document  pledging  the  MCK  to  begin  the 
process  of  returning  to  traditional  government.  All  twelve  MCK  chiefs 
participated  in  the  signing  of  the  document,  which  was  witnessed  by  nearly 
100  community  members. 

After  the  opening  of  Tuesday's  meeting.  Grand  Chief  loe  Norton 
discussed  the  history  of  the  community's  call  for  a return  to  traditional 
government.  Norton  spoke  about  the  effort  that  the  present  council  put  into 
the  wording  of  the  document,  which  is  a reaffirmation  of  the  community's 
expressed  will. 

Norton  said  that  there  were  many  questions  raised  about  how  the  return 
to  traditional  government  would  take  place  and  what  form  it  would  take  in  a 
modern  environment. 

Norton  then  read  the  document  to  the  community  members  present  at 
the  meeting.  The  brief  two-paragraph  document  outlines  the  history  of  the 
displacement  of  traditional  government  over  100  years  ago  by  the  Canadian 
government's  imposition  of  the  elected  system. 

The  document  alludes  to  the  damage  the  community  suffered  as  a result 
of  the  displacement  of  the  traditional  government  and  the  resultant  near 
extinction  of  the  language  and  the  damage  of  laws  that  restricted  the 
natural  growth  "of  our  society. 

Addressing  the  call  for  the  return  to  traditional  government,  the 
document  states  that  the  MCK  "declares  to  support  the  mandate  given  by 
the  people  in  1979  to  return  to  traditional  government."  The  document  goes 
on  to  issue  a call  for  the  joining  of  all  Kahnawakehro: non  in  the  drive 


towards  the  returning  to  traditional  government. 

MCK  Chief  Keith  Myiow,  in  his  comments,  spoke  about  the 
considerations  that  went  into  the  discussions  about  the  return  to 
traditional  government.  He  said  that  it  was  recognized  that  some  community 
members  might  be  apprehensive  about  the  implications  of  that  return  and 
what  it  would  mean  to  the  expression  of  their  personal  religious  faith. 

Myiow  gave  assurances  to  the  people  that  the  return  to  traditional 
government  would  not  have  a negative  impact  upon  their  own  religious 
expression.  Myiow  did  state  his  own  commitment  to  the  return  to  traditional 
government,  adding,  "We  need  our  clans,  our  chiefs  and  our  clan  mothers." 

Reiterating  the  history  of  how  the  elected  system  was  imposed  upon  the 
community,  Myiow  stated  that  it  was  foisted  upon  the  people  by  deceit  and 
secrecy.  Myiow  pledged  that  in  the  process  of  returning  to  traditional 
government,  there  would  be  no  such  secrecy. 

After  the  reading  of  the  document,  Norton  opened  the  floor  for  discussion 
of  the  document.  Among  the  statements  and  questions  raised  from  the  floor, 
Stuart  Myiow  Dr.  alluded  to  letters  that  Norton  had  sent  to  the  various 
Longhouse  factions,  inviting  them  to  enter  into  discussions  about 
re-unification  under  the  Great  Law. 

There  was  a request  from  the  floor  that  copies  of  the  document  be 
distributed  to  the  members  who  were  present  at  the  meeting.  Others  asked 
whether  there  were  time-lines  planned,  or  as  stated  by  Bo  Curotte,  if  it 
was  only  a declaration. 

MCK  Chief  Myiow  said  that  the  first  step  would  be  one  of  education. 

Before  this  would  happen,  the  people  of  the  Longhouse  would  be  asked  to 
participate  in  the  process  of  educating  the  community  about  the  Great  Law. 
He  emphasized  that  only  when  the  community  was  comfortable  would  the 
next  step  be  taken. 

At  one  point,  there  was  a call  for  the  matter  to  be  taken  to  the 
community  in  the  form  of  a referendum  in  the  next  election,  and  prior  to 
signing  the  document.  That  individual  stated  that  he  voted  in  the  elections 
of  1979,  but  not  necessarily  for  the  return  to  traditional  government. 
Norton  responded  by  pointing  out  that  there  was  never  a referendum  on  the 
issue,  but  that  the  decision  "was  reached  in  this  very  room." 

Norton  recalled  that  at  the  time  people  were  people  were  sick  of  living 
under  the  Indian  Act.  Stuart  Myiow  Sr.  cautioned  against  signing  the 
document  unless  there  was  sincerity  and  commitment.  Myiow  Sr. 
commented  that  he  was  not  sure  whether  he  thought  the  decision  to  sign 
the  document  was  timely.  Myiow  Sr.  warned  that  if  there  were  a lack  of  true 
commitment,  the  people  would  let  the  MCK  know. 

One  individual  said  that  the  word  try  had  to  be  removed  from  the 
equation,  while  Curotte  reiterated  the  sentiment  before  asking  whether  the 
signing  of  this  declaration  would  jeopardize  the  signing  of  other 
self-government  agreements  with  the  outside  governments.  Norton 
responded  that  this  declaration  would  not  jeopardize  any  agreements 
stating,  "Everything  the  MCK  has  entered  into,  it  has  done  so  based  on 
understanding  of  the  Great  Law."  After  further  discussion,  the  document  was 
signed  at  8:35  p.m.  (For  details  on  complete  meeting  see  article:  Public 
meeting  stirs  debate). 
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Tribal  roots  are  part  of  effort  to  save  salmon 
Brian  Kelly  - Everett  Herald 

ARLINGTON,  Wash.  _ Tiny  twigs,  many  so  small  they  would  sneak  through  the 
teeth  of  a rake,  represent  a dream  of  self-sufficiency  that's  taking  root 
near  the  muddy  banks  of  the  Stillaguamish  River. 


The  Stillaguamish  Tribe  broke  ground  recently  for  what  it  hopes  will  be 
the  county's  largest  propagation  nursery,  a place  where  native  plant 
seedlings  and  cuttings  will  temporarily  put  down  their  roots,  grow  large 
and  someday  help  save  salmon. 

"The  salmon  are  a big  part  of  our  culture  and  our  tradition,  our 
people,"  tribal  chairman  Edward  L.  Goodridge  Sr.  said.  "The  salmon,  for 
hundreds  of  years,  have  been  a part  of  our  life." 

Tribe  members  credit  the  idea  to  Lou  Goodridge,  a tribal  elder  and 
council  chairman  who  died  in  1993. 

"He  thought  the  time  was  going  to  come  when  we  would  have  to  restore  the 
riverbank,"  Goodridge  said. 

It's  been  an  expensive  undertaking  for  a small  tribe  of  181  members, 
whose  previous  business  efforts  have  been  limited  to  running  an  espresso 
stand . 

"A  critical  bottleneck  in  this  (nursery)  industry  is  the  supply  of 
starter  plants,"  project  director  Doug  Kenfield  said.  Eventual  customers 
will  include  conservation  districts,  wholesale  nurseries  and  large 
landscape  contractors. 

The  nursery  is  expected  to  expand  almost  fourfold,  to  roughly  18,000 
plants,  by  mid-November,  Kenfield  said. 

He  hopes  the  nursery  will  be  distributing  up  to  2 million  plants 
annually  within  three  years. 

The  nursery  is  located  on  the  tribe's  56-acre  farm  on  the  banks  of  the 
Stillaguamish  River  just  west  of  Interstate  5.  Water  lines  have  been  laid, 
fields  readied,  and  an  old,  unused  barn  has  been  renovated  into  a potting 
shed . 

It's  part  of  the  tribe's  BankSavers  Project,  which  will  include  a 
habitat  restoration  installation  and  consulting  service. 

"One  of  the  things  we're  doing,  besides  growing  plants,  is  we're 
encouraging  young  people  to  grow  themselves,"  Kenfield  said. 

Eight  young  workers  have  been  hired.  Eventually,  the  full-time  crew  will 
grow  to  15,  and  another  25  seasonal  workers  will  be  needed. 

The  tribe  hopes  the  nursery  becomes  self-sufficient  in  five  years, 
earning  up  to  $360,000  a year. 
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Plan  would  help  restore  salmon  to  river 
Indianz . Com 
DECEMBER  20,  2000 

On  Tuesday,  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  announced  final  plans  to 
return  flows  to  the  Trinity  River  in  order  to  help  restore  dwindling  runs 
of  salmon  and  fulfill  a promise  made  to  two  California  tribes. 

"This  decision  is  20  years  in  the  making,"  said  Babbitt  at  the  Hoopa 
Reservation  in  northern  California,  about  300  miles  north  of  San  Francisco. 
"It  reflects  our  commitment  and  obligation  to  protect  both  fish  and 
wildlife  species,  and  to  fulfill  our  trust  responsibilities  to  the  tribes 
living  in  the  region  who  have  fished  on  the  Trinity  River  for  thousands  of 
years . " 

In  1955,  Congress  authorized  the  construction  of  a dam  and  other  water 
facilities  on  the  river.  Since  then,  an  average  of  70  percent  of  the  water 
in  the  Trinity  River  has  been  diverted  in  order  to  provide  power  to 
consumers  in  central  California. 

The  result  of  the  water  project,  says  the  Interior,  has  led  to  a 
decrease  of  fish  in  the  basin.  Runs  of  Chinook  are  down  67  percent,  coho 
93  percent,  and  steelhead  53  percent.  Coho  are  listed  as  threatened  under 
the  Endangered  Species  Act,  a designation  not  as  strong  as  endangered. 


But  for  the  Hoopa  Valley  Tribe  and  Yurok  Tribe  the  reduction  of  the  fish 
in  the  waters  directly  endangers  their  respective  cultures.  The  Hoopa 
reservation  borders  the  river  and  the  Yurok  reservation  borders  another 
river  affected  by  the  Trinity. 

"The  decision  by  Interior  Secretary  Babbitt  to  sign  the  Record  of 
Decision  for  returning  flows  to  the  Trinity  River  is  of  monumental 
importance  to  the  Hoopa  People  in  the  sustenance  of  our  resources  and 
culture/'  said  Hoopa  Valley  Chairman  Duane  3.  Sherman  Sr.  A 1992  law 
mandated  study  of  the  river  flows  with  the  cooperation  of  the  tribe. 

"Yurok  traditions  and  culture  depend  upon  healthy  fish  populations  in 
the  Klamath/Trinity  Basins.  This  is  a start/'  added  Yurok  Chairwoman  Susan 
Masten . 

But  Californians  further  south  aren't  quite  as  happy.  They  say  the  plan, 
which  decreases  the  flow  to  central  California  to  52  percent,  is  based  on 
"bad  science"  and  all  possible  alternatives  weren't  considered. 

"While  we  recognize  the  importance  of  promoting  healthy  salmon 
populations  in  the  Trinity  River,  today's  decision  was  irresponsible, " 
said  John  Fistolera,  a spokesperson  for  the  Northern  California  Power 
Agency,  a consortium  of  cities  and  irrigation  districts.  He  also  says  the 
decision  couldn't  have  come  at  a worse  time,  given  the  state's  current 
energy  crisis. 

"Unfortunately,  the  flow  plan  adopted  by  the  DOI  will  cost  California  up 
to  350  megawatts  of  electricity  --  enough  to  power  350,000  households  -- 
at  a time  when  the  state  needs  it  most,"  said  Fistolera. 

The  Westlands  Water  District,  the  largest  irrigation  district  in  the 
country,  is  suing  the  Interior  over  the  decision.  A hearing  has  been 
scheduled  for  February. 
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Complaints  about  smudging  divide  school 
Purification  ritual  brings  up  health,  religious  concerns 
By  Dorreen  Yellow  Bird 
Herald  Staff  Writer 

http://web.northscape.com/content/gfherald/2000/12/19/local/DY1219SMUDGE . htm 
BELCOURT,  N.D.  --  For  the  second  time  in  three  years.  Catholic  beliefs 
and  the  Chippewa  culture  are  at  odds.  This  time,  the  conflict  is  not  at 
the  local  church  but  in  the  Turtle  Mountain  Community  Elementary  School. 

The  elementary  school  is  the  largest  in  the  state  with  797  students  and 
150  staff  members  who  serve  grades  K-5.  Only  three  students  attending  the 
school  are  non-Native. 

The  disagreement  is  over  "smudging"  in  the  school. 

Smudging  is  burning  sage  that  creates  smoke.  A comparison  might  be  the 
Catholic  practice  of  burning  incense  during  mass.  The  Turtle  Mountain 
tribe  is  about  98  percent  Catholic. 

After  a summer  of  deaths  and  family  illness  among  staff  and  students, 
Denise  Lajimodiere,  principal,  along  with  some  staff  members,  smudged  the 
school.  Smudging,  she  said,  is  a traditional  way  of  cleansing  and 
purifying. 

Complaints 

Complaints  about  the  smudging  were  given  to  the  principal  and  school 
board  by  some  staff  members.  The  parent  of  one  student  expressed  concern 


because  his  daughter  has  asthma.  Lajimodiere  said  there  were  no  other 
complaints  from  students. 

Vicky  Keplin  and  Betty  Laducer,  teachers  at  Turtle  Mountain  and  stewards 
of  the  Indian  Educator's  Federation  filed  a grievance  with  Lajimodiere. 

In  the  grievance  letter,  they  stated  that  "many  staff  members"  did  not 
want  smudging  (smoke)  in  a smoke-free  building.  They  felt  this  violated  a 
negotiated  agreement  under  the  Safety  and  Health  sections  2 and  7.  They 
are  also  concerned  about  religious  ceremonies  being  conducted  and  those 
practices  imposed  on  them. 

Keplin  said  the  smudging  practice  is  "being  thrown  in  our  face."  She 
compared  the  smudging  with  sprinkling  holy  water  around  the  school  by 
Catholics . 

The  grievance  was  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

There  are  about  eight  complaints  that  were  given  to  her  or  the  board, 
said  Lajimodiere.  She  said  that  she  also  had  staff  people  thank  her  for 
smudging.  Betty  Baker,  a Chippewa  counselor  of  21  years,  said,  "It  was 
about  time."  This  is  the  first  time  that  this  has  been  done  at  the  school. 
She  felt  it  was  good  for  the  Native  students. 

Bob  Nolan,  labor  relations  specialist  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Albuquerque,  N.M.,  in  a response  letter  dated  Nov.  27,  said  the 
complainants  (Keplin  and  Laducer)  failed  to  provide  evidence  of  violation 
of  the  negotiated  agreement.  The  agreement  states  "Article  11,  Sections  2 
and  7,  of  the  negotiated  agreement  address  the  procedure  employees  and 
supervisors  are  to  follow  when  reporting  and  determining  imminent  unsafe 
danger(ous)  situations  and  unsafe  conditions." 

The  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1978  and  42  U.S.  Code  gives 
tribes  freedom  to  worship.  Since  the  smudging  is  a "ceremony  and 
traditional  rite,"  it  is  protected  by  the  act,  Nolan  said.  Richard 
Monette,  newly  elected  tribal  chairman,  cautioned  that  the  act  does 
provide  that  protection  to  a certain  extent,  but  it  is  directed  more  at 
federal  and  state  governments. 

Second  smudging 

Before  the  second  smudging  planned  for  Nov.  30,  Lajimodiere  said,  staff 
members  were  informed  so  those  who  didn't  want  to  be  there  could  avoid  it. 
The  next  morning  at  7:15  a.m.,  using  a small  portion  of  sage,  the 
principal  and  staff  members  smudged  the  building.  She  said  they  aired  the 
building  afterward. 

As  a result,  however,  several  teachers  complained  of  migraine  headaches, 
stomach  problems  and  burning  eyes.  Ioann  Belgarde,  a fifth-grade  teacher, 
was  treated.  Belgarde  said  she  couldn't  breathe.  But,  she  said,  the 
doctor  couldn't  say  that  it  was  the  sage  that  caused  the  problem. 

Other  teachers  went  home,  complaining  of  ailments  resulting  from  the 
sage,  according  to  school  nurse  Robin  Goulet.  She  attributed  these 
ailments  to  the  smoke  of  the  smudge.  She  said  only  1 percent  of  the 
students  and  teachers  were  affected. 

Lajimodiere  contacted  Ronald  Smith,  extension  horticulturist  and 
turfgrass  specialist  at  North  Dakota  State  University,  about  sage. 

"In  my  library  of  herbal  files,  I could  find  nothing  that  would  indicate 
a danger  to  human  beings  (or  other  animals)  to  be  in  the  presence  of  the 
scent  of  burning  sage,"  Smith  said.  Sagebrush  is  generally  a source  of 
medicinal  tea  to  treat  headaches,  stomachaches  and  diarrhea,  he  said. 

Chairman  Monette  said  he  sees  a need  for  discussion  between  the  two 
groups.  There  are  ideological  concerns  and  health  concerns.  He  said  the 
tribe  would  initiate  some  dialogue. 

The  school,  however,  should  have  the  appropriate  people,  with  the 
traditional  knowledge  of  smudging,  guide  them  about  the  appropriate  time, 
place  and  manner.  Monette  said. 
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COLUMN  ONE 

Tuesday,  December  19,  2000 
Tribe  Sends  Kids  Away  to  Dry  Out 

Faced  with  an  epidemic  of  gasoline-sniffing,  a Labrador  town  begged 
authorities  to  take  control  of  its  youth.  The  Innu  say  Canada  has  caused 
problems  by  stripping  their  identity,  but  critics  lament  a culture  of 
dependency. 

By  MAGGIE  FARLEY,  L . A.  Times  Staff  Writer 

SHESHATSFlIUj  Canada- -Charles  Rich,  11,  was  sniffing  gasoline  with  his  two 
brothers  in  their  basement  during  the  summer  when  he  dropped  the  bag  of  gas 
near  a candle.  His  gas-soaked  clothes  exploded  into  flames.  Fumes  from  his 
breath  ignited,  and  the  fire  screamed  down  his  throat  to  his  lungs.  Fie 
burned  to  death  in  front  of  his  brothers. 

That  should  have  been  enough  to  scare  anyone  straight.  But  brothers 
Carl,  11,  and  Phillip,  13,  still  sniff  gas.  Phillip  told  CBC  Television  that 
he  does  it  because  that  way  he  can  see  Charles  again,  a comforting  angel  in 
a gasoline  mirage. 

But  others  in  this  small  native  Canadian  community  on  Newfoundland's 
Labrador  barrens  see  nothing  but  danger  and  sickness  and  death  spreading 
like  a plague  they  can't  control.  More  than  half  of  the  town's  636  children 
say  they  have  sniffed  gas,  used  illegal  drugs  or  contemplated  suicide,  a 
recent  study  found.  Nearly  a quarter  said  they  have  tried  to  kill 
themselves.  Three  in  the  past  year  have  committed  suicide. 

The  community  of  Sheshatshiu  decided  it  had  no  choice.  The  tribe  could 
not  ban  gasoline.  Many  of  the  parents,  struggling  with  alcohol  problems  of 
their  own,  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  help  their  kids.  And  so  on  Nov.  15, 
Innu  leaders--who  have  long  lamented  that  the  Canadian  government  took  away 
their  land  and  their  culture--begged  the  provincial  government  to  take  away 
their  gasoline-addicted  children. 

A week  later,  a dozen  kids--the  youngest  only  8--boarded  a blue  school 
bus  thinking  they  were  going  to  a pizza  party  in  nearby  Goose  Bay.  Instead 
they  were  taken  to  an  air  force  barracks  to  begin  their  wrenching 
withdrawal.  Now,  joined  by  seven  others,  they  are  continuing  treatment  in 
foster  homes  and  wilderness  camps.  No  one  knows  when  they'll  return. 

"It's  crisis  intervention,"  says  Leila  Gillis,  the  tribe's  director  of 
Community  Flealth  Services,  who  led  the  recent  study.  "We're  looking  at  it 
like  an  epidemic,  a contagious  disease  that  has  to  be  stopped."  Removing  the 
core  sniffers  for  treatment  in  effect  places  them  in  quarantine  so  they 
won't  infect  others. 

But  will  it  work? 

"If  you  take  a dying  fish  out  of  a polluted  river  and  put  it  in  clean 
water,  it  will  get  better,"  says  lack  Penashue,  the  director  of  the  newly 
built  Charles  3.  Andrew  Youth  Restoration  Center  here,  who  says  he  beat  his 
own  gas-sniffing  and  drinking  problems.  "But  if  you  put  it  back  in  the 
poisoned  water,  what  happens?  It's  not  just  a matter  of  healing  a person,  we 
have  to  treat  whole  families.  The  whole  community  needs  healing." 

It's  not  that  they  haven't  tried.  In  this  town  of  1,200,  whose  name  in 
the  Innu  language  means  "mouth  of  the  river,"  new  buildings  line  the  few 
roads,  each  one  a monument  to  misery:  the  youth  drug  treatment  center,  an 
alcohol  rehabilitation  facility,  a hospital,  a women's  shelter,  a group 
home.  But  the  newest  additions  are  simple  white  crosses  in  the  cemetery--10 
this  year,  all  of  them  marking  alcohol-  or  drug-related  deaths. 

Irene  Penunsi,  19,  is  one  of  two  in  the  group  of  the  hardest-core  gas 
sniffers  who  are  of  legal  age  and  not  under  supervision  of  the  provincial 
social  services.  She  is  living  temporarily  in  a shelter  for  battered  women 
with  her  mother. 

There's  a blizzard  outside,  with  a sharp  wind  that  makes  you  aware  of 
your  bones;  it's  too  cold  to  go  out  and  sniff  gas,  though  Penunsi  and  a 


friend  are  craving  its  noxious  fumes  and  sweet  escape.  Penunsi  says  the  cold 
usually  doesn't  stop  them. 

"Sometimes  at  night,  our  parents  lock  us  out.  They  say,  'You  smell  like 
gas'  and  close  the  door,"  she  said.  "So  we  go  to  the  woods,  build  a fire  and 
sniff  all  night  long.  We  don't  feel  the  cold."  Penunsi  was  hospitalized 
three  weeks  ago  with  frostbitten  feet. 

If  Gas  Tank  Is  Locked,  They  Dust  Bore  a Hole 

She  describes  the  ritual  of  inhaling  gas  siphoned  from  cars,  chain  saws 
and  snowmobiles;  if  there's  a lock  on  the  gas  tank,  they  just  bore  a hole. 
And  they  take  no  pains  to  hide:  They  sniff  right  in  front  of  the  youth 
center,  at  a hot-water  tank  in  the  middle  of  town  or  in  the  woods  between 
the  new  houses  of  the  tribe's  chief  and  the  council  president. 

"You  put  it  in  a garbage  bag  and  breathe  it  in,"  Penunsi  says.  "It  burns 
your  throat  a little,  it  makes  you  cough.  But  pretty  soon  you  hear  things, 
like  singing.  You  see  things,  as  real  as  a movie.  I see  my  cousin  who  died. 
He  talks  to  me.  He  says  he  misses  me." 

Penunsi  knows  that  sniffing  gas  is  extremely  damaging:  that  it  kills 
brain  cells  with  every  whiff,  that  it  weakens  the  heart,  that  it  stays  in 
the  system  so  long  that  six  months  after  you  quit  your  sweat  still  smells 
like  gasoline.  With  her  friends  all  in  detox,  it's  the  perfect  time  to  quit. 
But  she  chooses  to  keep  sniffing. 

"I'm  never  going  to  stop,"  she  says. 

Life  here  offers  few  options.  Only  20%  of  adults  have  jobs,  and  the 
main  business  is  building  or  working  in  one  of  the  town's  treatment  centers. 
Dust  5%  of  students  graduate  from  high  school,  and  five  people  in 
Sheshatshiu  have  college  degrees.  Many  children  can't  read  or  write  English, 
and  their  parents  fret  that  the  kids  are  even  losing  the  Innu  language,  its 
vocabulary  inadequate  outside  the  bush. 

One  mother  says  her  13-year-old  daughter  took  up  sniffing  after  the 
other  kids  were  taken  away,  for  the  chance  to  go  away  to  a treatment  center. 
She  worries  that  addiction,  not  achievement,  has  become  the  ticket  out  of 
town . 

If  substance  abuse  is  an  epidemic  in  Sheshatshiu  and  other  native 
communities  in  northeastern  Canada,  it  is  one  that  has  been  germinating  for 
decades.  The  Innu  were  a nomadic  people,  traveling  in  small  groups  following 
herds  of  caribou.  But  a cyclical  drop  in  the  caribou  population  in  the  1930s 
made  it  harder  to  keep  up  the  traditional  way  of  life.  When  an  air  force 
base  was  built  on  their  land  during  World  War  II,  bringing  a non-Innu 
community  with  it,  the  hospitals  and  jobs  attracted  some  Innu  to  settle 
down.  In  the  1950s  and  '60s,  missionaries  hungry  for  converts  put  them  in 
religious  schools  and  a government  eager  for  a supply  of  factory  laborers 
gave  them  houses. 

But  it  turned  out  to  be  a bad  bargain  for  the  Innu. 

Priests  confiscated  their  sacred  drums,  scorned  their  gods  and  abused 
their  kids.  Government  agents  seized  their  shotguns,  dammed  their  rivers  and 
mined  their  land  for  nickel.  By  taking  away  the  land,  which  is  all  the  Innu 
knew,  the  government  stripped  away  the  Innu's  identity. 

That,  the  Innu  say,  was  the  beginning  of  their  problems.  After  scores 
of  lawsuits,  this  year  Canada's  four  major  churches  compensated  and 
apologized  to  Newfoundland's  natives  for  long-term  sexual  and  physical 
abuse.  Negotiations  with  the  government  over  the  land  and  its  riches  drag 
on.  But  the  Innu  still  have  trouble  reconciling  their  old  ways  with  their 
new  life. 

Francis  Penashue  is  typical  of  those  in  that  first  generation  who  tried 
to  make  the  transition  to  a settled  existence. 

"In  the  country,  my  father  was  peaceful  and  strong,  an  educator  and  a 
good  father,"  says  Dack  Penashue,  33,  the  youth  center  director.  "In  town, 
he  was  a mean  alcoholic  who  beat  me  and  my  brothers.  When  you're  in  the 
bush,  you  know  exactly  who  you  are  and  what  your  duties  are.  But  when  he 
came  here,  he  lost  control  of  his  life,  his  identity.  No  wonder  my  dad 
turned  out  the  way  he  did." 

Francis  Penashue  passed  on  his  knowledge  of  the  country--but  also  his 
drinking  problem.  Three  of  his  sons--Dack,  Peter  and  Max--told  The  Times 
that  they  also  have  been  treated  for  alcoholism.  Francis  Penashue 's  wife. 


Elizabeth,  contributed  to  a book  on  Innu  women  called  "It's  lust  Like  the 
Legend,"  in  which  she  discussed  her  own  and  her  family's  battle  with 
alcohol . 

In  this  younger  generation,  it  seems,  it's  mostly  the  sickness  that  is 
passed  along,  the  heritage  becoming  lost  in  a miasma  of  addiction,  abuse  and 
neglect.  Solutions  have  been  stifled  by  a culture  of  noninterference.  In  the 
bush,  when  two  parties  had  a disagreement,  one  would  simply  move  away.  The 
community  still  has  not  come  up  with  a good  way  to  solve  its  collective 
problems . 

"Innu  people  don't  talk  truth  to  each  other,"  said  lerome  lack,  a 
38-year-old  former  tribal  council  member  with  the  telltale  purple-veined 
nose  of  a long-term  alcoholic.  He  has  been  sober  since  Nov.  7,  he  says,  when 
he  and  his  15-year-old,  two-six-packs-a-night  son  made  a pact  to  stop 
drinking. 

"We're  not  really  honest  with  each  other,  not  even  with  ourselves," 
lack  says.  "We  just  let  things  happen  and  only  act  when  there's  a crisis." 

After  two  alcohol-related  suicides  in  the  summer  of  1999,  the  community 
decided  to  act.  Sheshatshiu  banned  alcohol  with  the  help  of  the  Mounties, 
setting  up  a 24-hour  watch  and  roadblocks  to  search  cars.  But  many  town 
leaders  were  smuggling  in  alcohol  themselves,  other  people  challenged  the 
prohibition  as  a violation  of  human  rights,  and  the  ban  lasted  only  two 
weeks . 

The  community  hopes  that  the  children  can  do  better. 

"I  recognize  that  to  keep  blaming  the  past  means  we  won't  be  able  to 
move  forward.  We  have  to  take  responsibility  ourselves,"  says  Peter 
Penashue,  the  president  of  the  Innu  Nation.  "But  to  do  that,  we  have  to  have 
resources . " 

Some  See  an  Effort  to  Extract  Guilt  Money 

Penashue  and  tribal  chief  Paul  Rich,  a cousin  of  Charles  Rich's  father, 
have  been  effective  at  bringing  national  attention  to  their  people's  plight. 
But  some  say  sending  the  children  away  was  a well-timed  maneuver  by 
community  leaders  to  wring  money  from  a guilt-stricken  government  as  the 
tribal  coffers  are  running  lowj  a recent  provincial  audit  revealed  financial 
irregularities . 

The  children  were  taken  away  at  the  height  of  the  federal  election 
campaign,  turning  the  Innu's  problems  into  a political  issue.  On  the  eve  of 
the  Nov.  27  elections,  Innu  leaders  from  Davis  Inlet,  about  160  miles  north 
of  here,  presented  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien  with  a videotape  of  their 
kids  sniffing  and  stumbling. 

Chretien,  a former  Indian  affairs  minister,  pledged  to  help  and  quickly 
used  the  issue  to  score  political  points  against  his  leading  challenger, 
free-market  candidate  Stockwell  Day.  "We  still  have  some  very  difficult 
social  problems  in  the  land,"  he  said  election  night,  "and  that  type  of 
problem  will  never  be  resolved  by  market  forces." 

Since  the  day  the  children  were  taken  away,  the  provincial  government 
has  promised  Sheshatshiu  a new  local  detoxification  facility,  along  with  a 
family  treatment  center  to  address  broader  problems  behind  the  symptoms.  The 
federal  government  also  pledged  more  funding,  but  even  more  important,  it 
agreed  to  include  the  Innu  under  the  Indian  Act.  The  tribe  had  refused 
inclusion  under  the  act  in  1949  when  Newfoundland  became  a province,  fearing 
its  members  would  be  put  on  a reservation. 

The  act  will  exempt  the  Innu  from  taxes,  include  them  in  federal 
programs  and  give  the  tribe  authority  to  ban  the  sniffing  of  gasoline,  which 
is  not  a controlled  substance  in  Canada. 

Innu  Being  Killed  by  Kindness,  Critics  Say 

But  critics  say  Canada  is  killing  the  Innu  with  kindness.  Noting  that 
the  government  last  year  gave  the  town  $6.6  million  (U.S.),  or  about  $5,500 
per  person,  the  National  Post  said  in  an  editorial:  "A  mountain  of 
government  money  has  done  nothing  but  create  a culture  of  dependency  and  a 
financial  black  hole.  ...  If  the  government  stops  undermining  their 
self-reliance  with  free  money,  they  will  prove  tough  enough  to  build  a 
future  for  themselves." 


Said  Peter  Penashue:  "Consider  the  money  as  royalties  for  what  the 
government  has  taken  from  our  land." 

With  or  without  government  support,  many  in  the  community  still  have 
hope.  The  most  important  factor  in  changing  the  behavior  of  youth,  health 
care  director  Gillis  found  in  her  study,  is  whether  parents  talk  to  their 
kids  about  substance  abuse,  even  if  the  adults  have  their  own  problems  with 
alcohol . 

"Half  the  kids  may  have  alcoholic  parents  or  sniff  gasoline,"  Gillis 
notes.  "But  half  of  the  kids  do  not." 

Douglas  Michelin,  13,  is  one  who  doesn't.  He  sits  in  his  grandparents ' 
house,  a simple  home  heated  by  an  iron-piped  stove  and  adorned  with  family 
photos  nailed  into  wood  walls.  He  shows  off  the  ginger  pelt  of  a fox  he 
snared  a few  days  ago,  stroking  its  velvety  black  ears.  Trapping,  hunting 
and  surviving  the  winter  in  a tent  are  skills  he  learned  from  his 
grandparents,  Madeleine  and  lames  Michelin,  who  work  hard  to  keep  the  old 
arts  alive. 

"These  young  people  don't  know  what  to  do  anymore,"  says  Madeleine 
Michelin.  "If  you  put  one  of  them  in  the  bush,  they'd  starve." 

So  what  is  the  difference  between  Douglas  and  the  kids  who  gather 
around  the  hot-water  tank  down  the  road,  a gas  bag  in  one  hand,  a glowing 
cigarette  in  the  other?  Douglas  thinks  it's  hardly  a worthy  question. 

"I  go  to  school.  I can  trap.  I don't  sniff  gas.  That's  the  difference." 

Though  the  clash  between  modern  and  traditional  ways  may  have  been  the 
root  of  the  community's  problems,  Innu  elders  and  social  psychologists  agree 
that  holding  on  to  cultural  identity  makes  all  the  difference  in  coping  with 
settled  life. 

For  some  of  the  kids  who  were  sent  away,  part  of  the  treatment  will  be 
a month  in  the  woods  with  elders  who  will  reintroduce  them  to  the  spirit  of 
the  land  and  teach  them  to  recognize  the  natural  forces  within  themselves. 
With  the  provincial  funding,  town  leaders  plan  to  buy  a lodge  for  the  new 
treatment  center,  where  entire  families  can  go  back  to  the  country  and 
address  issues  without  the  distractions  of  sniffing  and  drinking. 

"The  Innu  have  two  lives,"  says  lack  Penashue.  His  memories  of  tents 
glowing  like  lanterns  against  the  snow  while  his  grandfather  smoked  a pipe 
and  told  the  children  stories  around  the  fire  have  an  almost  mythic  power. 

They  contrast  sharply  with  the  shadows  of  his  other  life,  sniffing  gas 
in  a shed  thick  with  fumes,  dark  days  of  hunger  and  alcohol.  "It  is  up  to 
us,  and  only  us,  to  figure  out  how  to  live  the  right  one." 
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American  Indian  tribe  protests  use  of  Crazy  Horse  name 
By  Dunstan  Prial 
Associated  Press 
12/11/2000 

NEW  YORK  (AP)  Members  of  the  American  Indian  tribe  once  led  by  the 
legendary  Crazy  Horse  demonstrated  Monday  in  front  of  Liz  Claiborne's 
Manhattan  headquarters  as  part  of  a campaign  to  block  the  clothes-maker 
from  using  the  Crazy  Horse  name. 

Among  the  Oglala  Lakota,  using  the  name  Crazy  Horse  to  market  clothes, 
or  any  other  product  for  that  matter,  is  tantamount  to  exploiting  the 
legacies  of  Martin  Luther  King  3r.  or  John  F.  Kennedy  for  similar  purposes, 
said  demonstration  organizer  Bill  Means,  a member  of  the  tribe. 

Crazy  Horse,  whose  Oglala  Sioux  warriors  spearheaded  the  defeat  of  Lt. 

Col.  George  A.  Custer's  7th  Cavalry  at  the  battle  of  Little  Bighorn  on 
Dune  25,  1876,  is  revered  by  American  Indians  as  a military  genius  and 
spiritual  leader.  Means  said. 

"Anyone  who  knows  anything  about  American  history  knows  the  name  Crazy 


Horse.  When  they  use  that  name  to  sell  things,  they  offend  an  entire  race 
of  people,"  he  said. 

In  a statement  responding  to  the  protest,  the  clothier  said,  "Liz 
Claiborne  has  the  greatest  respect  for  the  native  American  community,  its 
culture,  its  traditions  and  the  legacy  of  its  leaders.  We  oppose  products 
that  reinforce  negative  stereotypes  about  Native  Americans  or  any  other 
ethnic,  racial  or  cultural  group.  And,  we  will  continue  to  work  to  ensure 
that  none  of  our  products  violate  the  letter  or  spirit  of  this  policy." 

The  company,  which  markets  a clothing  line  under  the  trademarked  label 
Crazy 

Horse,  said  it  will  continue  to  meet  with  tribal  leaders  to  seek  a 
"mutually  acceptable"  solution  to  the  Crazy  Horse  controversy.  The  12 
demonstrators,  gathered  in  front  of  the  Claiborne  midtown  offices,  also 
urged  consumers  to  boycott  retailer  D.C.  Penney,  a major  distributor  of 
Liz  Claiborne  products.  A D.C.  Penney  spokeswoman  said  the  company  was 
unaware  of  the  demonstration,  but  that  D.C.  Penney  "respects  the  opinions 
of  its  customers,"  and  takes  such  matters  very  seriously  Liz  Claiborne  is 
not  the  first  company  to  incur  American  Indian  community  wrath  over  use  of 
the  Crazy  Horse  name.  A federal  lawsuit  was  filed  earlier  this  year 
against  Hornell  Brewing  Co.  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  whose  products  include  "The 
Original  Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor."  The  suit,  claiming  that  Hornell  Brewing 
has  used  the  name  without  permission,  seeks  financial  compensation  for 
descendants  of  the  famed  war  chief,  but  Means  said  the  real  issue  is 
respect . 

Phyllis  Toussey-Frederick,  a lawyer  with  the  Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project, 
said  the  lawsuit  and  Monday's  demonstration  were  intended  to  raise  public 
awareness  of  a "systemic  pattern  of  racism"  against  American  Indians.  No 
American  company  would  consider  using  the  name  of  a revered  white  leader 
for  marketing  purposes  without  permission,  she  said,  but  that  standard  is 
ignored  when  the  name  is  that  of  an  American  Indian.  Participants  in  the 
demonstration  included  a representative  of  the  Interfaith  Center  on 
Corporate  Responsibility,  an  umbrella  organization  that  supports  various 
religious  causes. 

Interfaith  Center  spokesman  Gary  Browse  said  using  the  name  Crazy  Horse 
to  sell  products  dilutes  and  misrepresents  the  Sioux  leader's  legacy. 
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Money  doesn't  do  a thing  for  abuse 
By  TOM  ELSWORTHY  --  Edmonton  Sun 

The  war  between  First  Nations  and  the  nation  states  that  are  credited 
with  stunting  their  growth  has  been  going  on  for  centuries. 

The  war  with  guns  (the  guys  with  bugles  and  cannon  won)  has  been 
replaced  by  diplomacy,  the  war  without  guns.  In  this  game  of  Indian  legal 
leg  wrestling  one  chief  tries  - with  the  help  of  a few  pale-faced  lawyers 
- to  gain  leverage  and  flip  the  Crown's  legal  defenders  over  their  heads. 
The  sincere  hope  being  that  the  natives  and  feds  may  shake  themselves  out 
of  the  gloomy  impasse  that  defines  this  codependency  from  hell. 

In  such  bartering  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  band  councils 
rarely  deliver  much  happiness.  Predictably,  the  deals  come  saturated  in 
sorrow. 

Along  the  way  lip  service  is  paid  to  self-determination,  self-esteem, 
even  self-government.  Mostly  what  emerges  is  self-destruction,  self-pity 
and  selfishness,  as  epitomized  by  the  two  native  chaps,  whom  the  auditor- 
general  in  Saskatchewan  recently  ruled  had  been  dipping  into  native-casino 
profits  for  their  own  gain. 

Too  often  we  hear  stories  of  sloth  and  corruption  by  band  councillors 
who  live  high  while  the  youth  alcoholism  and  suicide  rates  glide  like  a 


weeping  hawk  over  their  reserves. 

Understandably,  non  natives  have  largely  grown  indifferent  to  this 
sordid  saga.  They  know  what  alcohol  does,  what  gas  sniffing  does,  what 
happens  when  abuse  goes  unchecked.  They  also  know  they  can't  help,  either. 

Did  it  surprise  anyone  this  week  when  a report  co-authored  by  Cherry 
Kingsley,  a former  native  prostitute,  proclaimed  that  aboriginals  make  up 
to  90%  of  prostitutes  in  Prairie  cities?  That,  in  many  cases,  the  cycle  of 
prostitution  is  grimly  encouraged  and  supported  by  family  members.  The 
abused  beget  the  abused. 

By  now  we  know  that  the  treaties  which  staked  out  the  terms  of 
estrangement  between  native  and  non-natives  have  for  the  main  part  failed, 
especially  those  that  tried  to  address  the  needs  of  nomadic  tribes.  It's 
safe  to  say  that  the  spirit  of  treaties  past  is  unlikely  to  be  resolved  by 
the  spirit  of  land  settlements  to  come.  This  is  why  in  Saskatchewan,  where 
natives  comprise  almost  half  the  population,  and  whose  contribution  is 
needed  to  balance  the  books,  politicians  like  former  premier  Roy  Romanow 
and  Canadian  Alliance  Leader  Stockwell  Day  have  suggested  that  natives 
will  need  to  pay  more  tax  in  this  century.  If  only  to  help  defray  the 
rising  costs  of  health,  education  and  infrastructure  services. 

A first  step  towards  this  goal  would  be  to  confront  the  cycle  of  abuse 
that  haunts  natives.  Shawn  Tupper,  the  federal  government  bureaucrat 
charged  with  untangling  the  knots  that  bind  government,  church 
responsibility  and  residential-school  native  claims,  remains  hopeful  that 
many  of  the  solutions  will  not  be  cash  settlements. 

Predictably,  non-native  lawyers  will  oppose  this  at  every  turn.  To  them 
remuneration  means  they  get  a percentage  of  the  money  awarded  to  each 
client  compensated. 

Trouble  is,  money  doesn't  solve  the  abuse  problem  because  the  problem 
was  never  about  money,  it's  about  abuse.  To  counter  abuse  you  need 
programs  that  raise  what  is  lowered  through  abuse  - self-esteem. 

Therapy  and  funds  to  educate  the  abused  to  become  more  full  members  of 
society  is  the  answer.  Otherwise,  all  that  will  happen  is  the  abused  will 
disguise  their  pain  with  consolation  prizes,  including  alcohol  and  drugs 
that  are  purchased  with  taxpayers'  cash.  There  is  no  self-esteem  in  the 
agenda  that  compensation  lawyers  pursue,  just  coins  for  do-baders  who  fob 
themselves  off  as  do-gooders. 
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Republicans  seek  BIA  reform 
DECEMBER  20,  2000 

Citing  a number  of  problems,  including  the  failure  of  gaming  to  reduce 
poverty  overall  in  Indian  Country,  two  Republican  members  of  Congress  on 
Tuesday  called  on  the  incoming  George  W.  Bush  administration  to  reform 
"top  to  bottom"  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

"In  light  of  serious  questions  about  the  credibility  of  the  federal 
recognition  process  for  Native  American  tribes,  we  are  writing  to  request 
that  the  incoming  Bush-Cheney  Administration  initiate  a full-scale  reform 
of  the  Bureau  of 

Indian  Affairs,"  wrote  Representatives  Frank  Wolf  (R-Virginia)  and 
Christopher  Shays  (R-Conn)  to  Vice  President-elect  Dick  Cheney. 

Wolf  and  Shays  held  a press  conference  yesterday,  detailing  their  latest 
foray  into  Indian  affairs.  Although  neither  has  been  seen  taking  an  active 
role  in  Indian  issues  during  their  years  in  Congress,  Wolf  and  Shays  in 
recent  months  have  begun  calling  for  various  investigations  into  Indian 
policy. 


With  the  Republican  party  entering  the  White  House,  the  two  might  hope 
to  capitalize  on  the  changing  of  the  guard  on  Capitol  Hill.  But  Wolf  and 
Shays  discounted  the  idea  that  partisan  politics  are  responsible  for  their 
recent  actions. 

"I  think  the  Indians  have  not  been  treated  properly  by  this  [Clinton] 
administration  or,  quite  frankly,  by  the  [Bush]  administration,"  said 
Wolf. 

Shays  also  pointed  out  that  Richard  Blumenthal,  the  Connecticut  Attorney 
General  who  has  come  head-to-head  with  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
the  Department  of  Interior  on  a number  of  issues,  is  a Democrat. 

Still,  Wolf  and  Shays  appear  only  to  have  fellow  Republican  lawmakers  on 
their  side.  In  September,  they  were  joined  by  other  GOP  members  of  the 
House  in  calling  for  a full-scale  investigation  of  the  federal  recognition 
process  by  the  General  Accounting  Office  (GAO) . 

Yesterday,  the  pair  asked  the  GAO  to  expand  their  investigation  to 
include  allegations  of  criminal  wrongdoing  in  the  process. 

Besides  investigations  and  criticisms  of  Clinton  appointees  including 
BIA  head  Kevin  Gover,  Wolf  and  Shays  themselves  had  little  to  offer  in 
terms  of  reforms  yesterday.  Instead  of  gaming,  to  which  he  said  he  is 
opposed  entirely.  Wolf  said  would  ask  the  new  administration  to  support 
the  development  of  enterprise,  or  empowerment,  zones  in  Indian  Country,  a 
concept  advocated  and  implemented  by  a Democratic  administration. 

President  Bill  Clinton  touted  the  idea  during  his  visit  to  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota  in  1999,  one  of  the  nation's 
legislatively  designated  empowerment  zones.  With  the  passing  of  the  budget 
last  week,  the  White  House  lauded  the  "New  Markets  Initiative"  as  the 
success  of  bipartisan  cooperation. 

Shays  yesterday  said  he  supports  the  right  of  tribes  to  seek  gaming,  so 
long  as  tribes  abide  by  regulations  in  seeking  recognition  or  gaming.  "If 
you  go  through  process  fair  and  square,  I am  going  to  support  your  right 
to  have  a gaming  facility,"  he  said. 
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"RE : Bill  gives  Loyal  Shawnee  Separate  Status"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Dec  2000  12:28:37  -0600 

From:  "lohn  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD) Indian  News  12-18-2000 
Forwarded  by  John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate 

Bill  gives  tribe  separate  status 

By  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

12/17/00 

Federal  legislation  will  give  the  Loyal  Shawnee  Tribe  of  northeastern 
Oklahoma  separate  status  from  the  Cherokee  Nation  for  the  first  time  since 
a treaty  grouped  them  more  than  a century  ago. 

A provision  from  Sen.  3im  Inhofe,  R-Okla.,  in  the  Omnibus  Indian 
Advancement  Act  granted  the  Loyal  Shawnee  Tribe  a measure  of  separation. 

The  act  awaits  President  Clinton's  approval. 

The  move  is  symbolic,  said  Dan  Barron,  legislative  assistant  to  Inhofe. 
"The  bill  doesn't  create  any  new  Indians,  it  doesn't  add  any  new 
sovereignty  in  eastern  Oklahoma,"  he  said. 

The  Cherokees  will  continue  to  administer  federally  funded  health  care, 
housing  and  educational  programs  for  both  and  oversee  tribal  regulation 
and  law  enforcement  in  the  14-county  region  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

The  Loyal  Shawnees  could  administer  federal  funds  for  their  members  if 
the  Cherokee  Nation  consents,  said  David  Mullon,  associate  general  counsel 
for  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

A representative  of  the  Loyal  Shawnee  Tribe  was  not  immediately 
available  for  comment  Friday. 


"RE : Board  Agrees  with  Crow  on  Land  Swap"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Dec  2000  14:17:24  -0600 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy . org> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename="LAND  SWAP" 

Board  agrees  with  tribe  on  land  swap 
By  BOB  ANEZ  Associated  Press 

FIELENA  - The  state  Land  Board  sided  with  the  Crow  Tribe  on  Monday  in 
approving  the  latest  round  of  land  trades  aimed  at  returning  thousands  of 
acres  to  the  tribe. 

The  board,  by  a 4-1  vote,  agreed  to  include  in  the  swaps  about  1,000 
acres  of  state  land  that  is  leased  to  a ranching  operation  at  the  northern 
end  of  the  Crow  Reservation. 

Rancher  Pat  Goggins,  who  is  not  a tribal  member,  had  asked  the  board  to 
exclude  those  state  tracts  from  the  exchange  program.  Fie  had  said  the 
leased  land  was  an  integral  part  of  his  ranch  and  he  offered  alternative 
parcels  on  the  outskirts  of  his  ranch  for  trade  to  the  tribe. 

Tribal  officials  rejected  the  offer,  and  Attorney  General  Doe  Mazurek 
said  he  and  other  board  members  should  not  second-guess  that  decision. 

Monday's  action  was  the  final  step  for  the  third  in  a series  of  land 
swaps  with  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  The  trades  are  intended  to 
compensate  the  Crow  Tribe  for  a century-old  survey  error  that  left  the 
reservation  with  too  little  land. 

After  the  deals  are  completed,  state  tracts  within  the  2 million-acre 
reservation  will  become  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  land,  held  in  trust  for 
the  tribe.  In  exchange,  the  state  will  receive  BLM  land  scattered  around 
Montana . 

The  process  of  identifying  BLM  land  outside  the  reservation  and  state 
land  within  the  reservation  suitable  for  exchange  has  been  going  on  for 
about  five  years. 

lames  Torske,  attorney  for  Goggins,  urged  the  board  to  leave  the  state 
land  within  the  ranch  for  Goggins  to  buy.  It  would  make  no  sense  for  the 
tracts,  one  of  which  is  completely  surrounded  by  Goggins  land,  to  be  in 
tribal  hands  without  legal  access,  he  said. 

Goggins  would  trade  the  state  an  equal  amount  of  land  at  the  southern 
edge  of  his  ranch  for  inclusion  in  the  property  exchange  with  the  federal 
government . 

Mort  Dreamer,  tribal  spokesman,  said  the  administration  does  not  want 
the  tracts  leased  to  Goggins  excluded  from  the  state's  trades  with  the  BLM. 
Tribal  leaders  want  to  eventually  bring  all  land  on  the  reservation  into 
tribal  hands  and  creating  a larger  block  of  privately  owned  land  under 
Goggins'  control  doesn't  fit  with  that  goal,  he  told  the  board. 

Large  nontribal  landowners  "exert  undue  influence  on  the  Crow 
Reservation,"  he  said. 

Gov.  Marc  Racicot,  board  chairman,  was  the  only  member  to  side  with 
Goggins.  He  said  he  opposes  land  trades  that  involve  property  surrounded 
by  private  holdings  and  increase  the  likelihood  of  disputes  between  tribal 
and  nontribal  members. 

The  board  should  endorse  Goggins'  willingness  to  trade  other  land  he 
owns  in  order  to  preserve  his  use  of  tracts  within  his  ranch  boundary, 
Racicot  argued.  "That  is  the  equitable,  fair  and  thoughtful  thing  to  do." 

Auditor  Mark  O'Keefe,  another  board  member,  earlier  had  said  that  land 
swaps  approved  by  the  board  included  state  land  surrounded  by  private 
property,  so  this  exchange  is  not  inconsistent. 

Mazurek  said  that,  while  the  tribe  accepting  Goggins  offer  may  make  more 
sense  to  the  board  than  insisting  on  the  isolated  state  parcels,  the  board 
should  not  make  that  decision  for  the  tribe. 
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"RE:  Native  Prisoner" 


Date:  Mon,  25  December  2000  20:55:07  -0530 

From:  "Janet  Smith"  <jansatlcom. net@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Prisoners'  Pen  Pal  List 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 

The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/9118/penpal.html.  The  list  is 
compiled  from  contributions  by  Wotanging  Ikche  readers,  other  friends  and 
from  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual  Freedom  in  Prison. 
If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to  be  included  here,  please 
e-mail  Janet  Smith  at  jansatlcom.net@mindspring.com.  My  thanks  to  Laura 
Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 


Peltier,  Leonard 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  KS  66053 
Birthday:  9/12/44 
Ancestry:  Ojibwa-Lakota 


Date:  Mon,  25  Dec  2000  13:14:02  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Valerie  Scott  <naps_ca@yahoo. com> 

Sub j : Update  on  Micheal  Half-Moon 

Dear  Gary, 

Could  you  please  post  the  following  in  WI,  for  those  who  assist  Native 
prisoners . 

Thank  you  as  always. 

Valerie  Scott 
NAPS 


I promised  an  update  on  Half-Moon,  a Native  prisoner  who  began  a hunger 
strike  back  in  October,  to  raise  awareness  on  the  lack  of  religious  rights 
for  Native  prisoners.  At  the  time  of  my  posting,  he  had  already  completed 
14  days  of  his  hunger  strike. 

It  has  been  difficult  for  us  to  maintain  contact  with  him,  since  the 
prison  officials  at  Elmira  State  Prison  want  Half-Moon  to  feel  abandoned, 
and  would  even  possibly  like  him  to  die  quietly,  without  the  rest  of  the 
world  knowing  he  ever  existed. 

I finally  managed  to  establish  contact  with  Half-Moon's  fiancee  and 
spokesperson  in  England,  and  have  learned  the  following: 

a)  Ms.  Gardner  had  not  received  any  letters  from  Half-Moon  for  5 months. 
She  believes  I am  one  of  the  last  people  to  hear  from  him.  A sympathetic 
counselor  (not  the  chaplains)  allowed  her  a 1-hour  phone  call  last  week, 
their  first  contact  in  five  months. 

b)  Half-Moon  continued  his  hunger  strike  for  52  days,  stopping  around  the 
23rd  of  November.  The  prison  continues  to  deny  that  he  ever  went  on  a 
hunger  strike. 

c)  The  effects  of  the  brain  damage  that  resulted  during  the  seizure  are 
apparent  to  Ms.  Gardner.  Half-Moon  continues  to  refuse  his  medication. 

d)  Half-Moon  was  beaten  again  by  guards,  further  compounding  his  health. 

e)  The  prison  is  returning  all  letters  of  support  by  Native  prisoners, 
and  can't  seem  to  keep  their  reasons  consistent.  They  have  stamped  some 
of  the  letters  written  to  Peter  Grieco  (Half-Moon's  Co-chairman)  as 
"parolee",  even  though  we  do  not  believe  this  to  be  true.  Therefore,  we 
are  concerned  about  the  safety  of  both  prisoners. 

f)  Though  very  weak  from  his  recent  hunger  strike.  Half  Moon  is  prepared 
to  start  another  shortly,  and  is  still  prepared  to  die  fighting  for  the 
religious  rights  of  Native  prisoners. 

g)  Half -Moon  and  Grieco  are  not  aware  of  NAPS'  efforts  in  getting  the 
prisoners  to  join  in  their  nationwide  class-action.  The  prison  has  been 
tampering  with  their  mail  so  they  would  lose  outside  contact. 


While  we  attempt  to  re-gain  contact  with  these  prisoners  via  phone,  I 
would  ask  that  you  keep  Half-Moon  in  your  prayers  this  holiday  season. 


NAPS  (Native  American  Prisoner  Support) 
http: //www. hri .c a/partners/ naps/ 


New!  Native  American  Prisoners'  Penpal  Network: 

http: //members .tripod . com/~foltz . k/ pages/ atlantahome . html 

Right  now,  it  contains  applications  submitted  by  native  inmates  of  the  USP 

Atlanta  federal  prison  with  the  high  hopes  of  obtaining  pen  pals  and 

communication  with  the  outside  world.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  men,  are 

incarcerated  very  far  from  home,  isolated,  and  away  from  their  families 

and  contact. 

Remember,  when  contacting  an  inmate,  if  you  want  to  send  something  to  them 
make  sure  ahead  of  time  what  can  and  cannot  be  sent.  Items  such  as  money, 
stamps,  tobacco,  sage,  etc.  cannot.  Some  items  have  to  be  designated  for 
group  use  rather  than  individual,  so  please  be  sure  to  check  ahead  of  time 
Keep  them  in  your  prayers  and  let  them  know  they  are  NOT  forgotten, 
lanet  Smith 

Yufala  Star  Clan  of  the  Muskogee  Creek 
Owlstar  Trading  Post  --  www.owlstar.com 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66053 


Dear  lanet, 

Eddie  Hatcher  was  moved  from  Central  Prison  in  North  Carolina  to  a county 
jail.  His  new  address  is: 

Eddie  Hatcher,  Robeson  County  lail,122  Legend  Road,  Lumberton,  NC  28358. 
Thanks, 

Marsha  Shaiman 

On  Indian  Land,  PO  Box  2104,  Seattle  WA  98111 


Standing  Deer's  new  address: 

Robert  H.  Wilson  #640539,  Estelle  Unit,  264  FM  3478, 

Huntsville,  TX  77320-3322 

"RE : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Dec  2000  22:22:27  -0500 
From:  Barbara  Landis  <blandis(3epix. net> 

Sub j : History:  Carlisle  Indian  School,  November  4,  1887 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 

[Warning:  this  issue  of  the  HELPER  contains  language  that  may  be 
unsuitable  for  children  and/or  adults.  It  is  particularly  offensive  in 
its  depiction  of  Pawnee  life.] 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


~~  FOR  OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ~~ 


VOLUME  III  CARLISLE,  PA. 
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  4,  1887  NO.  13 


DO  THY  LITTLE;  DO  IT  WELL 
Do  thy  little,  do  it  well. 

Do  what  right  and  reason  tell. 
Do  what  wrong  and  sorrow  claim. 
Conquer  sin  and  cover  shame. 

Do  thy  little,  though  it  be 
Dreariness  and  drudgery. 


They  whom  Christ  apostles  made, 

"Gathered  fragments"  when  he  bade. 

Do  thy  little.  God  hath  made 

Million  leaves  for  forest  shade. 

Smallest  stars  their  glory  bring, 

God  employeth  everything. 

Do  thy  little,  and  when  thou 
Feelest  on  thy  pallid  brow 

Ere  has  fled  the  vital  breath. 

Cold  and  damp  the  sweat  of  death. 

Then  the  little  thou  hast  done. 

Little  battles  thou  has  won. 

Little  masteries  achieved. 

Little  wants  with  care  relieved. 

Little  words  in  love  expressed. 

Little  wrongs  at  once  confessed. 

Little  favors  kindly  done. 

Little  toils  thou  did'st  not  shun. 

Little  graces  meekly  worn. 

Little  slights  with  patience  borne. 

These  shall  crown  the  pillowed  head. 

Holy  light  upon  thee  shed. 

These  are  treasures  that  shall  rise 
Far  beyond  the  smiling  skies. 

-Union  Signal. 

PAWNEE  MEDICINE  AND  AN  INDIAN  LODGE. 


By  Aunt  Martha. 

"What  is  an  Indian  medicine.  Aunt  Martha?"  asked  one  of  a party  of 
little  boys  and  girls  who  had  come  to  Auntie's  house  to  pay  a visit,  all 
of  whom  were  very  fond  of  starting  the  old  lady  on  her  Indian  stories. 

Aunt  Martha,  who  had  lived  among  the  Pawnees  some  five  years  when 
quite  a young  girl,  was  just  as  fond  of  telling  stories  in 
which  she  could  weave  her  own  experiences,  as  her  little  hearers  were 
fond  of  listening. 

"Indian  medicine!"  she  repeated,  lifting  Her  eyes  from  her  knitting  as 
she  spoke.  "It  is  not  medicine  that  you  take  with  a spoon.  It  does  not 
come  in  bottles  nor  is  it  found  in  sugar-coated  pills.  Nothing  of  the 
kind,  my  dears." 

"Then  what  is  it?"  asked  the  little  questioner. 

"It  is  more  name  than  anything  else." 

"Name!  How  can  a name  be  medicine?" 

"There  are  men  among  the  Indians  who  pretend  to  do  wonderful  things. 
They  are  called  doctors  and  they  make  the  other  Indians  think  they  have 
great  power  given  them  by  Indian  gods." 

"Is  it  true?" 

"No,  the  Indian  doctors  are  just  as  ignorant  as  the  other  Indians,  but 
they  have  great  influence  in  the  tribe,  and  are  more  in  the  way  of  their 
real  progress  than  anything  else.  They  really  keep  the  tribe  back.  They 
make  the  people  afraid  of  them.  This  power  is  what  they  call  medicine." 

"Then  what  do  they  mean  when  they  say  they  are  making  medicine?" 

"Oh,  they  dance  and  have  queer  doings  at  such  times." 

"Tell  us  about  the  dance.  Do!  Do!"  chimed  in  a half-dozen  voices. 

"I  am  sorry  to  see  my  little  friends  so  very  much  interested  in  the 
heathenish  customs  of  these  ignorant  people.  I would  rather  tell  you 
about  the  better  Indians  who  have  come  out  of  their  dark  ways  and  are 
leading  good  lives.  I have  here  a picture,"  continued  Aunt  Martha,  "and 
I wonder  if  you  can  tell  me  what  it  is." 


"It.  is  a hay  stack/'  said  one. 

"No,  it  is  a little  hill,"  said  another. 

"Oh,  I know,"  said  a third,  "It  is  a volcano,  don't  you  see  the  smoke 
coming  out  of  the  top?" 

"It  is  not  a hay  stack,  and  it  is  not  a hill,  neither  is  it  a volcano, 
but  it  is  a picture  of  the  kind  of  house  in  which  the  Pawnees  used 
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PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY,  AT  THE  INDIAN 
INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA.  BY  THE 
INDIAN  PRINTER  BOYS. 


Price:  - 10  cents  a year. 

(Five  cents  extra  for  every  change  of  address 
after  once  in  the  galley.) 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second  class 
mail  matter. 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian  boys,  but 

EDITED  by  The-Man-on-the-band-stand,  who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


Ch!  Ch ! Ch!  Toot!  Toot!  What  is  all  that  noise?  Why,  don't  you  know 
that  the  printers  have  at  last  a three-horse  power  steam  engine?  It 
works  like  a charm.  No  more  do  we  have  to  see  a boy's  leg  go  up  and  down 
60,800  times  every  week  to  get  off  the  INDIAN  HELPER.  The  engine  runs 
the  large  Morning  Star  press,  too,  and  works  it  beautifully.  Yes.  We  now 
have  steamprint  ar  the  Indian  school,  and  we  sincerely  thank  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  or  the 
whole  Indian  Department  at  Washington  for  the  same. 


When  a man  rushes  out  of  bank,  jumps  into  his  buggy,  gives  his  horse  a 
smart  cut,  and  then  discovers  that  the  animal  is  tied,  as  one  of  our 
business  gentlemen  was  observed  to  do  one  day  this  week  in  town,  it  is 
safe  to  say  -well-  it  is  pay-day  at  the  Indian  School. 


Peter  Powlas,  of  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  a recently  returned  student  from 
Carlisle,  has  been  employed  as  teacher  at  the  Union  school  house.  He  is 
a very  worthy  young  man. 

-[De  Pere  News,  Wis. 


A letter  from  Miss  Fletcher,  now  at  Winnebago  Agency,  says  that  Eli 
Sheridan,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Bertram  Mitchell  and  Noah  Lovejoy  are  all 
doing  well,  at  their  homes  on  the  Omaha  reservation. 


The  Word  Currier  published  at  Santee  Agency,  Nebraska,  and  the  United 
States  Government  do  not  seem  to  be  on  good  terms. 


Luke  Phillips,  Librarian  at  the  Large  Boys'  Quarters,  reports  286 
books  now  on  hand.  Remember,  last  week  the  number  was  253. 

The  Large  Boys'  Quarters  are  receiving  their  uniform  wash  of  'drab.  We 
are  glad  the  Small  Boys'  Quarters  are  not  to  be  washed  this  winter.  We 
like  to  look  on  the  nice  new  brick. 


Eliza  Cewakista  and  Lois  Prettyscalp,  now  at  the  Hoopes,  Downingtown, 
sent  their  monthly  review  lessons  to  their  teacher  here  for  inspection 
and  she  finds  they  contain  very  creditable  work. 


Mr.  Robert  A.  McFadden  sent  a club  of  twenty-five  subscribers  for  the 


INDIAN  HELPER.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  likes  that  kind  of  substantial 
friendship.  The  McFadden  brothers  enjoy  their  life  at  Amherst  College 
exceedingly. 


We  wish  Saturday  night's  earnest  talk  by  Capt.  Pratt  could  ring  in  our 
ears  forever  and  help  us  to  right-doing  all  through  life.  Let  us  show 
our  appreciation  of  the  good  advice  by  being  Quick  in  our  work;  by 
Keeping  pure  minds;  by  Being  gentlemanly  and  womanly  in  our  behavior. 


When  Miss  Ely  entered  the  chapel  Saturday  night,  after  a month's 
absence  from  the  school,  the  boys  and  girls  gave  her  a hearty  welcome  by 
an  enthusiastic  clapping  of  hands.  When  she  arose  and  bowed  they  gave 
her  another.  This  must  have  been  very  gratifying  to  their  money  mother. 


An  open-air  concert  by  the  band  Saturday  night  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
They  are  well  fitted-out  now  with  new  instruments  purchased  by  the  boys 
themselves.  Charles  Wheelock's  bass-horn  measures  twenty-feet  in  length 
and  requires  good  lungs  to  fill  it  which  he  does  with  little  effort. 


We  expect  a lively  discussion  this  evening  The  1.  U.  Debating  Club 
debate  publicly,  this  evening  in  the  chapel,  the  question.  Resolved, 
"That  all  Indian  education  be  taught  only  in  English."  Soon  after  this 
debate  we  will  award  the  prize  olfered  a few  weeks  ago  for  the  best 
article  sent  us  on  the  same  subject. 


Capt.  Pratt  received  a muscalonge,  Wednesday  evening,  measuring  four 
feet  in  length  and  weighing  23  3/4  pounds.  It  was  caught  in  Chatauqua 
Lake  by  Mr.  L.  Mason,  of  Jamestown,  N.Y.,  and  sent  as  a present.  The 
happy  party  who  were  invited  in  to  help  eat  it  proved  themselves  masters 
of  the  situation,  and  join  in  a hearty  "thank  you"  to  Mr.  Mason  for  the 
delicious  treat. 


Snow  in  Dakota. 

Miss  Wilson's  sister  is  with  her. 

Two  of  the  boys  are  doing  well  at  stenography. 


Joel  Tyndall  is  making  tables  for  the  boys'  rooms. 


Choir  singing  Saturday  evening  was  simply  beautiful. 


Henry  Standing  Bear  is  the  quickest  mail  boy  we  ever  had. 


We  hear  for  the  first  time  that  Harriet,  Mary  was  married  this  summer. 


Mr.  Standing  says  that  our  little  steam  engine  is  the  best  Indian 
helper  WE  ever  had. 


The  Man-ou-the-band-stand  heard  a lady  say,  "The  girls  don't  read 
much."  Is  it  true,  girls? 


Frank  Everett,  who  is  in  Bucks  county  on  a farm  husks  45  shocks  of 
corn  a day,  or  25  a half  day,  with  ease. 


Miss  Wood,  of  Mr.  Bryan's  Indian  School,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  paid 
us  a pleasant  visit,  Monday  and  Tuesday. 


President  Cleveland  has  issued  a proclamation  setting  apart,  Thursday, 
Nov.  24,  as  the  Nation's  Thanksgiving  day. 


Oh!  but  the  boys'  assembly-room  looks  nice.  They  have  displayed  good 
taste  in  selecting  pictures,  and  the  border  is  fine. 


If  the  girls  would  take  an  interest  and  seem  to  want  a reading-room 
and  papers  to  read  perhaps  they  would  get  them.  Who  knows? 


Charlie  Wheelock  is  morning  engineer  and  John  Miller  is  afternoon 
engineer  at  the  printing  office.  They  are  learning  to  set  type  between 
times . 


The  girls  would  like  to  visit  the  boys  quarters  to  see  how  nicely  the 
boys  have  their  papers  filed.  Will  some  one  be  kind  enough  to  take 
them? 


The  Library  has  had  a gift  through  our  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  the  Memoir  of 
Edwin  Bainbridge  which  was  presented  to  them  by  Mr.  George  Williams,  of 
London . 


Are  you  beginning  to  save  up  your  pennies  for  Christmas?  Loved  parents 
and  friends  have  hearts  that  can  be  made  very  happy  by  little  presents. 
Don't  forget  them. 

Heavy  storms  on  the  Atlantic  this  week. 


The  Herald  says  this  is  Indian  summer.  And  it  must  be  so. 


The  November  Morning  Star  will  contain  an  interesting  letter  from  Miss 
Fletcher . 


The  new  lamps  in  the  chapel  are  a great  improvement  over  the  old 
blinders . " 


Details  for  girls'  work  were  changed,  Tuesday  morning,  being  the  first 
of  the  month. 


Miss  Seabrook  is  home  for  a couple  of  days  and  will  attend  Teachers' 
Institute  at  Gettysburg  while  there. 


Mrs.  Woodward  departed  Tuesday  morning  for  her  home  in  Washington.  D. 
C.,  and  does  not  expect  to  return. 


A dirty  thought  written  upon  paper  and  sent  to  a friend  is  sure  to 
come  back  to  you  in  some  way  and  make  you  ashamed. 


Don't  carry  off  the  hore-block  to  town  even  If  there  are  two  pretty 
creatures  on  the  carriage  seat  back  of  you,  and  you  feel  a little 
anxious . 


The  Eagle,  published  by  Gates  and  Company  New  Brunswick,  N.  D . , is  on 
hand  again.  The  whole  sheet  is  4 X 5 1/2  inches,  and  is  very  cute. 


"How  is  all  our  forks  at  home?"  wrote  a careless  pupil  in  a home 
letter.  Another  says  "We  are  getting  along  quite  suspiciously  at 
Carlisle . " 


Ressie  Dixon  economizes  by  making  first-rate  jelly  out  of  appleskins 
which  many  people  would  throw  away.  Girls,  such  things  we  must  learn. 


Unclean  thoughts  will  make  us  do  and  say  unclean  things.  Let  us  kill 
the  THOUGHT,  and  we  will  be  spared  the  shame  of  such  doings  or  sayings. 


Those  little  leaf -gatherers  seem  to  have  great  fun  at  their  work.  When 
the  Man-on-the-band-stand  was  a little  boy  he  used  to  do  just  such  work 
and  he  liked  it,  too. 


That  boy  who  jerked  the  mouth  of  our  hard-working  mule,  should  have  a 
bit  in  his  own  mouth  for  a while,  and  his  teacher  ought  to  jerk  it  hard 
to  let  him  see  how  it  feels. 


Carlos  Montezuma,  our  young  Apache  friend,  who  is  now  attending  the 
Chicago  Medical  College,  was  present  at  the  American  Missionary 
Association  held  at  Portland,  Maine  recently,  and  made  a telling  address 


in  favor  of  his  race. 
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to  live,  and  I don't  know  but  a good  many  of  them  live  in  just  such 
houses  now." 

"House!  Is  that  a house?"  asked  two  or  three  at  once. 

"It  answers  the  purpose  of  a house.  They  are  called  lodges  and 
although  so  large  and  heavy  they  are  entirely  made  by  the  women  of  the 
tribe . 

"What  are  they  made  of,  and  how  are  they  made?" 

"First  they  plant  four  heavy  posts  across  the  tops  of  which  large  logs 
are  laid.  Then  heavy  poles,  the  ends  of  which  are  stuck  in  the  ground 
forming  a large  circle,  are  leaned  against  these  logs.  The  poles  are 
covered  quite  heavily  with  brush  and  sod  and  swamp  grass  and  mud  until 
it  looks  as  you  see  it  in  the  picture." 

"It  must  be  a strong  house,"  thought  the  little  ones. 

"Why  so"  asked  Aunt  Martha,  who  loved  to  make  little  folks  give 
reasons  for  their  thoughts. 

"Because,"  said  one,  "don't  you  see  eight  men  sitting  on  the  roof?  It 
must  be  strong  or  it  would  fall  through." 

"Yes,"  replied  Auntie,  "the  houses  are  strong,  and  the  Indians  have  a 
great  habit  of  sitting  on  the  tops  of  the  lodges,  and  looking  around  the 
country.  They  wrap  themselves  in  blankets  and  robes  and  sit  by  the  hour. 
What  they  think  about  no  one  knows.  I don't  believe  they  think  much  of 
any  thing,  for  they  have  no  education  and  never  learned  to  think." 

How  many  people  will  such  a lodge  hold?"  asked  a bright  little  fellow. 

"They  usually  hold  from  twenty  to  thirty  people  very  comfortably." 

"How  do  they  get  in?  I see  no  door." 

"There  is  no  door,  but  an  entry  about  ten  feet  long,  as  you  see  in  the 
picture.  You  see  it  is  very  low.  That  tall  man's  head  touches  the  top." 

"It  looks  dark  in  there." 

"It  is  dark.  At  the  entrance  of  the  lodge  there  are  skins  and  blankets 
hung  to  keep  the  cold  out." 

"Are  there  no  windows?" 

"Not  a window.  No  light  can  get  in  there  except  through  the  small  hole 
at  the  top,  out  of  which  the  smoke  goes." 

"Do  they  have  a fire." 

"Yes,  in  the  centre  of  each  lodge  there  is  a round  hole  about  four 
inches  deep  and  four  feet  across.  In  that  hole  the  fire  is  kept  burning 
when  they  want  it." 

"They  have  no  stoves  then?" 

"No,  over  the  fire  is  usually  suspended  a kettle  of  boiling  meat,  and 
they  cook  other  things  right  in  the  ashes," 

"Make  bread?" 

"Yes,  since  they  began  to  use  flour,  they  make  a kind  of  bread  and 
bake  it  in  the  ashes,  but  sometimes  they  fry  it  in  grease  melted,  in  a 
pan  over  the  fire." 

"Is  it  good.  Auntie." 

"I  can't  say.  I have  seen  such  dirty  things  thrown  in  the  ashes,  and 
have  noticed  time  and  again  men  spit  in  the  ashes  near  to  where  I 
thought  the  bread  was  baking.  Then  the  Indian  women  are  not  careful  to 
wash  their  hands  before  they  go  at  mixing  the  bread.  So  you  see  my  dear 
children,  I did  not  feel  much  hungry  when  they  offered  me  that  bread  to 
eat.  I have  been  told  that  it  generally  is  good  and  sweet." 

"I  should  like  to  know  about  the  dance." 

"So  should  I" 

"And  I,"  said  another,  and  before  Auntie  had  time  to  say  more,  every 
tot  in  the  room  was  swinging  his  or  her  hands  and  calling  out' 

"Dance!  Dance!  Yes,  Dance!  Auntie,  tell  us  about  the  dance,"  but 
Auntie  disappointed  them  by  saying,  "Not  now,  my  dears,  but  next  time 
you  come  to  see  me  I will  tell  you  all  about  the  Pawnee  Medicine  dance." 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Cambridge. 


STANDING  OFFER:  - For  FIVE  new  subscribers  to  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  we 
will  give  the  person  sending  them  a photographic  group  of  the  13 
Carlisle  Indian  Printer  boys,  on  a card  4 1/2  X 6 1/2  inches,  worth  20 
cents  when  sold  by  itself.  Name  and  tribe  of  each  boy  given. 

(Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  enclose  a 1-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage.) 

For  TEN,  Two  PHOTOGRAPHS,  one  showing  a group  of  Pueblos  as  they 
arrived  in  wild  dress,  and  another  of  the  same  pupils  three  years  after, 
or,  for  the  same  number  of  names  we  give  two  photographs  showing  still 
more  marked  contrast  between  a Navajo  as  he  arrived  in  native  dress, 
and  as  he  now  looks,  worth  20  cents  a piece. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premiums  will  please  enclose  a 2-cent  stamp 
to  pay  postage. 

For  FIFTEEN,  we  offer  a GROUP  of  the  whole  school  on  9x14  inch  card. 
Faces  show  distinctly,  worth  sixty  cents. 

Persons  wishing  the  above  premium  will  please  send  6 cents  to  pay 
postage. 


At  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  is  published  monthly  an  eight-page 
quarto  of  standard  size,  called  THE  MORNING  STAR,  the  mechanical  part  of 
which  is  done  entirely  by  Indian  boys.  This  paper  is  valuable  as  a 
summary  of  information  on  Indian  matters,  and  contains  writings  by 
Indian  pupils  and  local  incidents  of  the  school.  Terms:  Fifty  cents  a 
year,  in  advance. 

Sample  copies  sent  free. 

Address,  MORNING  STAR,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

For  1,  2 and  3 subscribers  for  THE  STAR  we  give  the  same  premiums 
offered  in  Standing  Offer  for  the  HELPER. 


Transcribed  weekly  from  the  newspaper  collections  of  the  US  Military 
History  Institute,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Carlisle,  PA.  For  more  info  see 
http://www.carlisleindianschool.org.  - Barbara  Landis 

"RE : Rustywire:  Snow,  Wind  & Going  Home"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Nov  2000  03:47:20  GMT 
From:  rustywire  <rustywire@yahoomail.com> 

Sub j : snow,  wind  & going  home 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

In  1972  I was  going  home  from  college.  Like  most  Indians  my  family 
lived  way  off  the  beaten  path,  no  car  or  phone.  I caught  the  bus  home 
but  due  to  a snow  storm  the  bus  missed  a connection  because  we  were 
late.  I ended  up  hitchiking  to  Shiprock,  New  Mexico  it  was  blowing  and 
cold.  I went  to  a small  store  there  called  Bonds  & Bonds  which  was  a 
bus  stop  and  eating  place. 

It  was  toward  evening  and  since  I couldn't  find  a ride  I started 
walking.  You  know  the  area,  barren  landscape,  high  rock  formations  and 
a lonely  road,  no  one  coming  or  going.  I started  to  walk.  It  seemed  I 
walked  forever,  the  wind  was  blowing,  it  was  cold  and  there  was  sleet 
beginning  to  fall,  I walked  about  12  miles  South  to  a place  called 
Table  Mesa.  It  was  getting  past  10  or  so.  The  wind  was  picking  up,  a 
slow  cold  wind  and  sleet,  the  kind  that  clings  to  you  was  falling.  I 
was  thinking  I would  probably  end  up  walking  all  night.  It  was  the  kind 
of  storm  where  you  keep  moving  all  night  long,  you  could  not  stop  but 
had  to  go  on  til  morning.  There  wasn't  a good  place  to  lay  down  and 
take  cover. 

I was  walking  and  heard  the  whine  of  a small  motorcycle  coming  from 
behind  me,  it  went  by  me  and  went  on.  On  it  was  an  old  Navajo  man  on 
his  way  to  check  his  sheep.  I could  hear  the  sound  coming  back  and  it 


slowed  and  stopped  by  me.  The  old  man  said  get  on  and  I node  back  down 
the  road  from  where  I had  come.  We  rode  and  I could  see  us  drive  up  to 
a simple  two  room  house  lighted  by  kerosene  lamp  and  wood  stove.  It  was 
a small  place,  not  much  really.  He  spoke  to  his  wife  and  bid  me  to  come 
in.  His  wife  fixed  me  a warm  meal  and  a bed  roll.  I ate  and  layed  down 
and  was  out  like  a light.  I slept  well  that  night. 

In  the  morning  they  fed  me  and  he  took  me  up  the  road  to  where  he 
picked  me  up.  It  was  light  and  the  storm  had  passed,  the  ground  was 
covered  with  snow.  I caught  a ride  and  got  home  for  the  holidays.  He 
didn't  tell  me  his  name. 

A few  years  later  I went  back  looking  for  him  and  his  wife,  the  small 
shacks  that  were  in  the  area  were  all  torn  down.  I'll  never  forget  him, 
that  they  didn't  have  much,  but  what  they  had  was  more  than  what  I 
needed  that  night  long  ago.  He  saw  a young  man,  cold  and  wet  and  took 
him  in.  I remember  this  kindness  given  to  a stranger  on  a cold  wet 
night.  Sometimes  we  think  we  don't  have  the  ability  to  help  someone, 
but  then  really  we  have  enough  if  we  want  to  and  it  maybe  more  than 
someone  needs.  It  could  be  a kind  word,  a ride,  a visit  or  a warm 
place,  a meal  and  a place  to  sleep.  Now  I try  to  keep  him  in  mind  as 
the  holidays  approach  each  year  and  wish  him  well  for  his  kindness  has 
stayed  with  me  all  these  years  and  I try  to  remember  this  during  the 
winter. 

rustywire 

www . geocities . com/ rustywire 

- "RE:  Poem:  Old  Man"  

Date:  Fri,  23  Hun  2000  16:21:43  -0500 
From:  "John  D Berry"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 

Sub j : New  Poem  - Old  Man 


Old  Man 

Old  man  sits  alone. 
With  his  memories. 

His  body  aches. 

His  vision  blurred. 

Old  man  once  young. 
Once  a warrior, 

A Father, 

A Grandfather. 

Old  man  sits  and  thinks. 
Of  young  love. 

He  once  knew. 

In  days  now  gone. 

Old  man  sits  alone. 
With  his  memories. 

Of  dances. 

And  distances. 

Old  man  once  young. 
Was  a builder, 

A husband. 

An  Uncle. 

Old  man  sits  and  thinks. 
Of  stories. 

That  he  knows. 

From  days  now  gone. 


Old  man  sits  alone. 

And  remembers. 

Many  things. 

Who  will  listen? 

John  Berry,  Oklahoma,  2000 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Dec  2000  06:14:37  -1000 
From:  Debbie  Sanders  <kepola@hgea .org> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  December  31-January  6 

KEKEMAPA 

(December) 

(Makalii) 

31 

Greet  the  dawn  of  the  new  year  with  flowers,  song,  and  dance 
by  the  ocean,  where  all  life  begins. 

OCEAN  SONGS 
(Images  of  Hawai'i) 

By  D.  F.  Sanders 

I have  heard  your  ocean  songs  at  dusk 

In  the  trees  that  sway  with  the  sighing  wind. 

And  seen,  in  the  soft  glimmering  of  starlight. 

The  iridescent  waves  caressing  the  shore. 

Sometimes,  a voice  calls  to  me  in  the  silence. 

Bringing  me  memories  of  the  land,  ka  aina. 

It  is  the  voice  of  the  sea  that  I hear. 

The  murmur  of  the  surf  in  a shell. 

Or  the  laughter  of  children  as  they  play. 

All  sounds  repeating  to  me,  in  the  vast  chant  of  life, 

"Hawai'i,  Hawai'i." 

You  ask  much:  love  of  your  heritage. 

Love  of  the  land,  with  its  sacred  places. 

Yet  you  give  of  your  bounty  in  return. 

And  your  splendor  is  a feast  for  all  to  behold. 

You  have  many  moods,  from  the  fiery  wrath  of  a volcano 
To  the  gentle  rain  that  falls,  like  a blessing,  on  the  land. 
Graced  by  the  fragile  luminescence  of  a rainbow. 

If  I were  to  ask  you,  "Where  does  your  heart  lie?" 

You  might  answer,  "In  the  children  and  in  the  land. 

And  in  the  everlasting  melee  of  the  wind  and  the  sea." 

I have  heard  the  beauty  of  your  ocean  songs. 

And  I know,  in  the  bright  rhapsody  of  the  morning, 

Hawai ' i . 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

Ancient  Hawaiians  knew  that  January  was  the  time  of  year 
when  the  enuhe,  a worm  very  destructive  to  vegetation, 
appeared,  and  also  when  the  vines  began  to  put  forth  fresh 
leaves . 

1 

In  the  sound  of  the  ocean,  I can  hear  my  ancestors  calling. 

2 

A ho'okupu,  a gift  from  the  heart,  enriches  the  giver. 

3 

In  the  family,  ohana,  lies  the  renewal  of  the  past. 


4 

I am  the  child  of  many  cultures  --  in  me  grows  the  hope  of 
the  future. 

5 

I am  a part  of  the  land,  ka  aina.  The  soil  is  my  flesh,  the 
mountains  my  bones. 

6 

My  voice  is  the  voice  of  the  wind,  ka  makani;  my  dance  is 
the  dance  of  the  waves. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Community  TV  Hopes  to  Promote  Mohawk  Language"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Dec  2000  09:15:19  -0600 
From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@Speakeasy . org> 

Sub j : NA  News  Item 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

filename= "MOHAWK  LANGUAGE" 

Community  television  hopes  to  promote  Mohawk  language 
By:  Greg  Horn 
December  18,  2000 

The  Eastern  Door,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 

Ever  dreamed  of  hosting  your  own  television  show?  Have  you  ever  wanted  to 
emulate  Wayne  and  Garth?  Well,  now  courtesy  of  Paul's  Communications  you'll 
have  that  chance,  for  a price  that  is.  If  you're  a subscriber  to  Paul's 
Cable  then  tune  into  Channel  2,  which  is  now  operating  as  Kahnawake's  own 
community  station. 

The  channel  went  on  the  air  at  Noon  last  Friday,  December  1 and  has 
since  showed  lacrosse  games,  last  week's  community  meeting  and  old 
Interclub  hockey  games. 

"Since  day  one,  one  of  the  goals  was  to  have  a community  channel,"  Peter 
Paul,  of  Paul's  Communications,  told  The  Eastern  Door.  "But,  we  had  to 
wait  until  the  system  was  in  the  final  stages." 

Paul  said  the  purpose  of  this  channel  is  to  sell  air-time,  which  will  be 
at  a reasonable  price,  to  private  individuals  and  public  institutions  such 
as  the  Mohawk  Council  of  Kahnawake,  Kahnawake  Shakotiia 'takehnhas 
Community  Services  and  the  Kahnawake  Education  Center,  as  well  as  others. 

Paul  said  that  prices  have  yet  to  be  established  but  will  be  "very,  very 
reasonable,"  compared  to  that  of  television  stations  outside  of  Kahnawake. 

One  of  the  things  Paul  hopes  this  station  is  used  for  is  to  promote  and 
enhance  the  Mohawk  language.  Paul's  Communications  would  like  to  offer 
this  over  their  station  because,  like  it  or  not,  the  best  way  to  get  the 
attention  of  the  youth  is  through  television  and  the  Internet. 

This,  he  said,  could  be  done  by  someone  producing  Mohawk  language 
instructional  videos  to  be  played  on  the  community  station.  That  way 
everyone  in  the  community  who  is  a cable  subscriber  will  have  access  to 
Mohawk  at  home. 

Earlier  this  week  Paul  had  a meeting  with  the  communications  department 
of  the  MCK  to  discuss  the  MCK  buying  airtime  to  promote  whatever  issues 
they  want  to  present  to  the  community. 

According  to  Paul  the  advantage  of  the  community  station  over  other 
media  in  Kahnawake,  such  as  K103  and  The  Eastern  Door,  is  that  it's 
unavailable  outside  of  Kahnawake.  So  whatever  views  are  expressed  will 
stay  exclusively  inside  Kahnawake.  Paul  said  that  Paul's  Communication  is 
not  responsible  for  the  content  aired  on  its  station,  but  the 
responsibility  is  that  of  the  paying  customer. 

Because  Paul's  Communications  is  not  a production  company,  nor  does  it 
have  a production  facility,  the  client  will  have  to  provide  Paul's 
Communications  with  a finished,  completely  edited  videocassette.  There  are 
people  and  businesses  in  Kahnawake,  like  Millennium  Productions,  which 


have  the  expertise  to  edit  videos  professionally. 

"Hopefully  we  can  provide  spin-off  business  to  them/'  Paul  said. 

Everything  that  is  aired  on  the  community  channel  will  be  prerecorded. 

But,  Paul  has  not  ruled  out  the  possibility  of  having  live  broadcasts  of 
things  like  hockey  and  lacrosse  games.  That,  he  said,  is  in  the  future 
because  there  is  more  involved  and  a studio  is  needed  for  live  broadcasts. 
And  this  all  depends  on  the  popularity  of  the  new  channel. 

He  said,  though,  there  is  no  way  to  determine  how  many  people  are 
actually  watching  the  channel,  but  every  household  that  subscribes  has  the 
capability  of  watching  the  channel. 

Paul  hopes  to  have  paid  programming  within  the  next  three  to  four  weeks. 

In  the  interim  they  will  continue  to  broadcast  videotaped  events  such  as 
lacrosse  and  hockey  games  and  even  some  powwows. 

Copyright  c.  2000,  The  Eastern  Door.  All  Rights  Reserved. 

— "RE:  Mayan  Ruins  Provide  Hints  of  Urban  Sprawl"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Dec  2000  19:38:09  -0700  (MST) 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <chris@Flamestrike.HACKS.Arizona.EDU> 
Sub j : Mayan  ruins  provide  hints  of  urban  sprawl  (Fwd) 

......  -<Forwarded  news>-  ------ 

http: //www. arizonarepublic . com/news /a rticles/1219mayal9 . html 

Mayan  ruins  provide  hints  of  urban  sprawl 
New  York  Times 
Dec.  19,  2000 

Long  before  there  were  places  like  Scottsdale  and  Scarsdale, 

Paoli  and  Palo  Alto,  the  ancient  Maya  of  Central  America 
appear  to  have  had  cities  with  their  own  version  of  suburbia. 

Archaeologists  have  uncovered  what  they  say  is  a prime 
example  of  Mayan  suburbs  in  the  ruins  of  Caracol  in  Belize. 

Excavations  by  Diane  Z.  Chase  and  Arlen  F.  Chase, 
archaeologists  at  the  University  of  Central  Florida  in 
Orlando,  have  revealed  that  beyond  the  grand  palaces  at  the 
core  of  Caracol,  one  of  the  largest  Mayan  cities,  lay  crowded 
settlements  of  workshops  and  modest  dwellings  of  poor 
construction.  They  likened  these  to  the  poor  neighborhoods 
and  industrial  zones  that  surround  the  centers  of  modern 
cities . 

The  surprise  came  when  the  archaeologists  investigated  the 
land  immediately  beyond  and  found  evidence  of  Caracol' s wider 
urban  sprawl. 

Suburbs  of  more  substantial  houses  were  set  among  terraced 
fields  and  reservoirs.  Here  and  there  stood  markets  and 
government  buildings  around  open  plazas,  which  the 
archaeologists  said  were  not  unlike  strip  malls. 

"Both  the  'mailing'  and  'suburbanization'  of  modern  society 
appear  to  be  reflected  within  the  Caracol  data,"  the  Chases 
reported  recently  at  a conference  of  anthropologists  in 
Spain.  "The  similarities  in  growth  patterns  between  ancient 
Maya  and  contemporary  urban  forms  are  striking  and  suggest 
that  similar  societal  stimuli  may  have  been  operating  in  the 
past . " 

Archaeological  evidence  shows  that  people  lived  at  the 
Caracol  site  from  about  600  B.C.  through  A.D.  1050,  a period 
that  included  the  Mayan  civilization's  ascendancy.  The  city 
reached  the  peak  of  its  power  in  the  southern  lowlands 
between  A.D.  560  and  680,  when  its  population  may  have 
reached  140,000. 

Only  Tikal  in  Guatemala  and  Calakmul  in  southern  Mexico 
rivaled  Caracol' s size  in  this  period. 

The  Chases,  a husband-and-wife  team,  have  spent  16  years 
studying  the  Caracol  site.  They  had  earlier  challenged  the 
conventional  wisdom  that  the  Maya  had  an  invariably  simple 
social  structure  divided  sharply  between  the  rulers  and 


nobles  on  top  and  the  multitude  of  poor  working  peasants. 

In  the  tombs  and  other  ruins  of  Caracol,  they  found  evidence 
of  a growing  middle  class  in  Mayan  cities. 

The  findings  dispute  another  commonly  held  idea:  that  the 
Maya  organized  their  cities  so  that  the  richest  lived  at  the 
core  and  the  poorest  on  the  outside.  This  traditional  model 
stemmed  from  the  16th-century  ethnohistory  written  by  Diego 
de  Landa,  a Spanish  bishop. 

Like  other  Maya  specialists,  Joyce  Marcus  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  said  the  research  on  the  dispersed  settlement 
patterns  of  Caracol  was  "highly  interesting  and  important" 
and  represented  an  overdue  extension  of  Maya  urban  studies 
beyond  the  elite  city  centers. 

"For  the  first  100  years  of  Maya  archaeology,  we  concentrated 
on  the  downtowns,"  Marcus  said.  "We  are  just  beginning  to 
explore  the  peripheries,  and  it's  a new  frontier,  literally." 
Copyright  2000,  The  Arizona  Republic.  All  rights  reserved. 

"RE : Upcoming  Events"  

Date:  Sun,  24  December  2000  15:39:14  -0 
From:  Gary  Smith  (gars@speakeasy . org) 

Sub j : Upcoming  Events 


Date:  Thu,  21  Dec  2000  08:21:00  -0600 

From:  "John  D Berry/grad/res/Okstate"  <berryj@okstate.edu> 
Sub j : (FWD)University  of  Iowa  Powwow 


American  Indian  Student  Association 

12th  Annual  University  of  Iowa  Powwow 

April  6-8,  2001 

Carver-Flawkeye  Arena 

Iowa  City,  Iowa 

HEAD  STAFF: 


Master  of  Ceremonies: 
Arena  Director: 

Head  Woman  Dancer: 
Head  Man  Dancer: 

Head  Dance  Judge: 

Head  Drum  Judge: 

Host  Northern  Drum: 
Host  Southern  Drum: 
Host  Iowa  Drum: 


Derry  Dearly  and  TBA 
Jonathan  Windyboy 
Diane  Desrosiers 
Dana  Warrington 

Leon  Thompson 
Ron  Goodeagle 
Northern  Wind 
Omaha  Whitetail 
Lightning  Boy 


All  Drums  Welcome! 
CATEGORIES: 

Men ' s : 

Women ' s : 

Teen  Boy's: 

Teen  Girl's: 

Junior  Boy' s 
Junior  Girl ' 

Drum  Contest: 


Senior,  Traditional,  Fancy,  Grass 
Senior,  Traditional,  Fancy,  Jingle 
Traditional,  Fancy,  Grass 
Traditional,  Fancy,  Jingle 
Traditional,  Fancy,  Grass 
Traditional,  Fancy,  Jingle 
First  Place,  Second  Place,  Third  Place 


ADMISSION: 

Adult  3-day  pass:  $15.00 
Adult  1-day  pass:  $6.00 
Child  3-day  pass:  $10.00 
Child  1-day  pass:  $5.00 
Dancer  and  Drummers:  $5.00 
Senior  w/ID  (55  & over):  $5.00 
Family  pass  (group  of  4):  $18.00 
Group  rate  (limit  of  10):  $40.00 
UI  student  w/ID:  Free 


Child  5 & under: 


Free 


WEEKEND  SCHEDULE: 

Friday,  April  6,  2000:  Doors  open  at  5pm,  Grand  Entry  at  7pm 

Saturday,  April  7,  2000:  Doors  open  at  11am,  Grand  Entry  at  1pm  and  7pm 

Sunday,  April  8,  2000:  Doors  open  at  11am,  Grand  Entry  at  1pm 

SPONSORED  BY: 

The  University  of  Iowa  American  Indian  Student  Association. 

VENDOR  OR  GENERAL  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

American  Indian  Student  Association  (AISA) 

308  Melrose  Avenue 
Iowa  City,  IA  52242 
(319)  335-6883/  8298 

Website : http : //www. uiowa . edu/~ainsp/ powwow 

HOTEL  RESERVATIONS: 

Best  Western  - Coralville,  Iowa 
319-351-0400 

Big  Ten  Inn  - Coralville,  Iowa 
319-351-6131 

Comfort  Inn  - Coralville,  Iowa 
319-351-8144 

Days  Inn  - Coralville,  Iowa 
319-354-4400  or  1-800-Days- Inn 

Econo  Lodge  - Coralville,  Iowa 
319-354-6000 

Heartland  Inn  - Coralville,  Iowa 
319-351-8132  or  1-800-334-3277 

Motel  6 - Coralville,  Iowa 
319-354-0030 

Super  8 Motel  - Coralville,  Iowa 
319-  337-8388 

Celebrate  Sobriety  - ABSOLUTELY  NO  DRUGS  OR  ALCOHOL 

We  are  not  responsible  for  accidents,  theft,  damages,  travel  expenses,  or 
divorces . 

Individuals  with  disabilities  are  encouraged  to  attend  all  University  of 
Iowa-sponsored  events.  If  you  are  a person  with  a disability  who  requires 
an  accommodation  in  order  to  participate  in  this  program,  please  contact 
American  Indian  Student  Association  in  advance  at  319-335-6883. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Tracy  R.  Peterson  (Dine') 

AISES  Region  Five  Representative 
Graduate  Assistant  - OSL 
2510  Friendship  St. 

Iowa  City,  IA  52245 
Home  Phone:  (319)  339-1960 
Cell  Phone:  (319)  621-5877 
Email:  tracy-peterson@uiowa.edu 

icndns@msn . com 


Date:  Tue,  24  Oct  2000  15:36:59  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  RAVEN  DAVIS  <ravenspiritwalker@yahoo.com> 
Sub j : new  pow  wow  listing 

o'  si  yo  gary 

please  add  this  to  your  pow  wow  listing. 


Native  Solutions  presents  3rd  Annaul  Intertribal  Powwow  April  27-29,  2001 
times-  Fri  9-2,  students  day. 

Fri  5-10,  dancing  & storytelling. 

Sat  10-10,  grand  entry  11:00. 

Sun, 10-5,  grand  entry  12:00. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Al...  exit  185  off  1-20 
Native  American  Honor  Guard  & Warrior  Society 
Admission  $5  - adults 

FREE  - seniors  55  and  up  & children  under  10 
Host  Drum  - Grey  Wolf  Singers,  Choctaw,  Philadelphia,  Ms 
Headman  - Don  Redbear 
Headlady  - Donna  Dulaney 
MC  - Gary  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Buck  Tucker 
Special  Flute  Performance  by  Larry  Campbell 
Learn  about  early  iron  forging  from  Dohn  Williams 

See  a primitive  encampment  with  period  items  such  as  clothing,  tools  & 
weapons  presented  by  Grey  Squirrel  Lodge. 

See  demonstrations  on  beadwork  and  dreamcatchers . 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcome 

No  Drugs  or  Alcohol  Allowed,  Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs 
For  more  information  call  Tony  at  256-835-0110  or 

email  sundancer0@hotmail.com  or  call  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis  at  256-820-6315. 
Vendors  contact  Mark  or  Ruth  Davis 

or  emial  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo. com  or  lamehawk@yahoo.com. 

Thank  you  for  including  this  on  your  listing, 
raven spiritwalker 


WHISPERING  WINDS  POWWOW  DATES 
EMAIL  us  your  dates  (click  here) 

For  dates  to  appear  in  Whispering  Wind  Magazine,  dates  need  to  be 
submitted  at  least  3 months  in  advance 
Last  Update:  12/4/2000 

These  dates  are  published  as  a public  service  and  are  gathered  from  a 
variety  of  sources;  flyers,  emails,  phone  calls. 

Whispering  Wind  or  its  publisher  Written  Heritage,  Inc.,  are  not 
responsible  for  incorrect  dates  or  locations. 

It  is  always  a good  idea  to  contact  the  sponsoring  organization  for 
verification . 

3ANUARY  2001 

20  7th  Annual  Greenville  High  School  Benefit  Powwow.  High  School  Gym, 
Greenville,  TX  Info:  (903)  457-2589. 

27  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Winter  Powwow.  Wurstfest  Hall, 

New  Braunfels,  TX.  Info  (830)  665-9309. 

FEBRUARY  2001 

9-10  Texas  A&M  University  Powwow.  College  Station,  TX 
Info:  (979)  845-7053. 

17-18  United  San  Antonio  Powoww.  San  Antonio,  TX. 

Info:  (210)  736-3702. 

17  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  Benefit  Dance.  St.  Pius  IV  Catholic  Church, 
Pasadena,  TX.  Info:  (713)  467-0221. 

17-18  Traditional  Mid-Winter  Powwow  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Native 
Ancestral  Assn.  (ONAA) . United  Auto  Workers  Hall,  Lima,  OH. 

Info:  (937)  663-4345;  email:  chief@ctcn.net. 

24  9th  Annual  Mid-Winter  Festival.  Gettysburg  College  Ballroom, 
Gettysburg,  PA.  Info:  (717)  677-8026 
23,24,25  The  5 th  Annual  Vero  Beach  Powwow.  Indian  River  County 
Fairgrounds,  Kings  Hwy.(58th.  Ave),  Vero  Beach,  FL 

Contact:  Dona  Chesser- (Powwow  Coordinator)  z(561) 567-1579  after  10:a.m 
or  Rich  @ (561)778-8128  for  additional  info. 


Primitive  camping  and  RV  hookups  available. 

24  2001  Winter  Benefit  Dance.  Oak  Park-River  Forest  High  School, 

201  N.  Scoville  Ave.  (Scoville  & Lake  Streets)  Oak  Park,  IL. 

Info:  Carol  Baxter,  765  Moore  Drive,  Elk  Grove  Village,  IL  60007. 

(847)  640-9165.  email:  cbax50@chicagonet.net 

MARCH  2001 

17  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  Benefit  Dance.  St.  Pius  IV  Catholic  Church, 
Pasadena,  TX.  Info:  (713)  467-0221. 

23- 25  FIHA  Powwow.  St  Lucie  Cty  Fairgrounds,  Fort  Pierce,  FL 
Info:  Tye  Bell  (561)  466-7370.  email:  hightyed@aol.com 

24  Texas  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Annual  Spring  Powwow.  Robinson  Park, 

Llano,  TX.  Info:  (830)  665-9309. 

24- 25  9th  Annual  West  Texas  Native  American  Assn  Powwow.  Fair  Park  Coliseum 
Mackenzie  Park,  Lubbock,  TX.  Info:  (806)  792-0757. 

24-25  Natchez  Powwow.  Grand  Village  of  the  Natchez  Indians. 

400  leff  Davis  Blvd.  Natchez,  MS  39120.  601-446-6502. 

Chuck  Borum,  Powwow  Committee  Chairman  601-442-0200  cborum@hotmail.com 
30-31  14th  Annual  Native  American  Heritage  Assn  of  Radford  University 
Powwow.  Dedmon  Center  Comples,  Radford  University  campus,  Radford,  VA. 
Info:  (540)  674-1989  or  white_buffalo_woman@yahoo.com. 

APRIL  2001 

7 13th  Glastonbury  Powwow.  Crispin  School  Hall,  Strode  College  Campus, 
Street,  Somerset,  England.  Info:  011  44  1458  8354165. 

19- 22  2nd  Annual  All  Nations  Pigeon  River  Powwow.  Sevier  City  Fairgrounds 
Sevierville,  TN.  Info:  (423)  378-0192.  email:  leong@chartertn . net 

20- 21  Texas  Gulf  Coast  Tia-Piah  Benefit  Dance.  A.V.  Sallas  County  Park, 

New  Caney,  TX.  Info:  (713)  467-0221. 

21- 22  6th  Annual  California  Choctaw  Gathering  - a celebration  of  Choctaw 
Traditions  - in  Bakersfield,  CA  - open  to  all  Choctaw  people. 

Please  visit  our  web  page  www.oklachahta.org 
or  email  oklachahta@igalaxy.net 

27-29  3rd  Annual  Intertribal  Powwow  presented  by  Native  Solutions. 

Oxford  Lake  Park,  Oxford,  Ala. 

Info:  (256)  835-0110.  ravenspiritwalker@yahoo . com 
MAY  2001 

4-6  Annual  Craven  County  Intertribal  Powwow,  Craven  County  Fairgrounds, 
U.S.  Hwy . 70  East,  New  Bern,  NC. 

Contact:  Deborah  Wayne,  252-244-4222  or  E-mail  double_d@coastalnet.com 
For  complete  powwow  information  go  to: 
http: //ncnativenews .tripod . com/powwow/ 

11- 12  21st  Annual  Mother's  Day  Powwow.  Camp  Linwood  Hayne  on 

Mike  Padgett  Parkway  (Hwy  56),  Augusta,  GA.  Info:  (706)  771-1221 
or  email:  krazywilly@mindspring.com 

12  & 13  6th  Traditional  Annual  Sobriety  Pow  Wow  presented  by  Native 

Nations  Inc/Native  American  Promotions  Inc.  A Celebration  of  Elders  and 
Children,  Cermak  Pool  Woods,  7700  W.  Ogden  Ave.  Lyons,  Illinois. 

For  more  info  call:  (630)  695-1292  or  (773)261-7501 
Email : nativenationsinc@yahoo.com 

Website:  www. geocities . com/ nati venation sine/ index. ht ml 

12- 13  "Planting  of  the  Seeds"  Gathering  at  the  Perry  Farm  Allotment  on 
the  Watuppa  Reservation  in  Fall  River,  Massachusetts.  Seeking 
traditional  Wampanoag  headers,  tanners,  pottery  makers,  and  weavers  to 
sell  and  demonstrate.  Call  (401)  434-9473  for  more  detailed  information 

24- 26  25th  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow.  Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  & Trailer  Park, 

411  Corkstown  Road,  Ottawa,  Ontario.  Info:  Fran  613-722-3811 

or  email:  info@odawa . on . ca 

25- 26  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Pow-Wow.  Laredo  Civic  Center,  LaredojTexas. 


IUNE  2001 


1-2  33rd  Annual  Alabama-Coushatta  Powwow.  Livingstron,  TX. 

Info:  (936)  563-4391. 

1- 3  Albuquerque  Indian  Market  2001.  New  Mexico  Fairgrounds, 

Albuquerque,  NM  Info:  (505)  836-2960 

2- 3  Grand  Village  of  the  Kickapoo  Powwow.  Emmett  Farm,  LeRoy,  IL 

Info:  (309)  962-2700  or  email:  ccranch@davesworld . net 
9-10  2nd  Annual  Anasagunticook  Intertribal  Festival  and  Powwow.  Oxford 
Fairgrounds,  Rt26.  Oxford.  Maine.  Info:  (207)  345-3574 

14- 16  45th  Annual  Tx  Indian  Hobbyist  Assn  Powwow.  Robinson  Park,  Llano,  TX 
Traders  welcome  (830)  665-9309;  other  info:  (512)  243-1931. 

15- 16  23rd  Annual  American  Indian  Cultural  Assn  of  North  Carolina  Powwow. 
Van  Hoy  Family  campground.  Union  Grove,  NC. 

Info:  Ed  DeTorres,  PO  Box  168,  Newton,  NC  (704)  464-5579. 
email:  exdt@webtv.net 

30-Duly  1 29th  Annual  Calico  Dancers  Good  Time  Powwow.  Harry  3.  Betar  3r. 
Recreational  Park,  South  Glens  Falls,  NY.  Info:  (518)  793-1693. 
caliconh@nycap. rr .com 

3ULY  2001 

13-15  Maryland  Powwow.  Howard  County  Fairgrounds,  Howard  County,  MD. 

Info:  (252)  257-5383  now-cdcbarry@coastalnet.com 
27-29  3rd  Annual  Sobriety  Powwow  sponsored  by  The  Muckleshoot  Indian  Tribe 
Muckleshoot  Indian  Reservation,  Auburn,  Wa.  Info:  253-804-8752. 

AUGUST  2001 

11- 12  6th  Annual  Ancestors  Powwow.  Heathsedge,  Abbey  Road  Dover,  Kent, 
England.  Centreland  Singers;  Kim  Oakshot,  M.C. 

Info:  011  44  1304  241091 

SEPTEMBER  2001 

7-9  4th  Annual  Credit  Island  Traditional  Pow  Wow.  Host  drum  War  Pony. 

Hosted  by  Urban  Indian  Tribal  Organization. 

Info:  Les  Miller  at  319-381-3547. 

OCTOBER  2001 

12- 14  Powwow.  Agriculture  Center,  Hagerstown,  MD. 

Info:  (252)  257-5383  now-cdcbarry@coastalnet . com 

NOVEMBER  2001 

2-4  Powwow.  Fredericksburg  Fairgrounds,  Fredericksburg,  VA. 

Info:  (252)  257-5383  now-cdcbarry@coastalnet.com 
9-11  The  Great  American  Indian  Exposition.  Showplace,  Richmond,  VA. 

Info:  (252)  257-5383  now-cdcbarry@coastalnet.com 

National  Powwow  / Duly  2002 
www.nationalpowwow.com 

E-mail  your  powwow  date  information  to  whiswind@i-55.com 
Whispering  Wind  Magazine  Crafts,  Material  Culture,  History  & Powwows 
WHISPERING  WIND  Toll  Free:  1-800-301-8009 
PO  BOX  1390  (Dept.  3) 

FOLSOM,  LA  70437-1390 
Voice:  504-796-5433 

Fax:  504-796-9236 


We  can  be  contacted  as  follows: 
e-mail : powwows@ander sons -web . com 

write  us  at: 

Anderson ' s 


11372  Timber  Lane 
Brooksville,  Florida  34601 

Native  American  Events  by  Date: 


February  23  - 25,  2001:  Ancient  Voices  Pow  Wow.Myakkahatchee  River  Park, 

Venice, . Take  1-75  to  exit  33  (Sumtner  Blvd.)  then  follow  the  signs. 

For  more  information  e-mail:  SNCPCinc@webtv.net 

You  can  visit  us  on  the  Internet  at:  http://www.sncpc.home.dhs.org 
Dune  15  - 16,  2001:  23rd  annual  Powwow  of  the  American  Indian  Cultural 
Association  of  North  Carolina.  Van  Floy  Family  Campground  Union  Grove, 

North  Carolina.  For  more  information  call  704-484-5579  or 
e-mail:  exdt@webtv.net 
Another  page  by  Anderson's  Web  Services 
Brooksville,  Florida 
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Mission  Woman  Gets  Presidential  Award 
by  AP,  The  Associated  Press 

RAPID  CITY,  S.D.  (AP)  - For  more  than  20  years,  Tillie  Black  Bear  of 
Mission  has  been  an  advocate  for  women's  rights  and  for  victims  of 
domestic  violence. 

Now  her  work  has  been  recognized  by  President  Clinton,  who  gave  her  one 
of  five  Eleanor  Roosevelt  Fluman  Rights  Awards. 

"I  feel  that  by  accepting  this  award,  it  brings  to  the  forefront  the 
violence  that  women  experience  in  this  country  is  a human-rights  issue," 

Black  Bear  said.  "I  am  pleased  that  the  president  recognizes  this.  It  is  a 
coup  for  all  of  us  that  work  in  the  battered-women's  movement  across  the 
United  States,  and  in  particular  throughout  Indian  country." 

In  1977,  Black  Bear  helped  start  the  first  shelter  for  American  Indian 
women  in  the  country,  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  Society  on  the  Rosebud 
Indian  Reservation. 

She  also  is  a founding  member  of  the  National  Coalition  Against  Domestic 
Violence  and  helped  start  the  South  Dakota  Coalition  Against  Domestic 
Violence  and  Sexual  Assault  in  1978. 

The  other  2000  Eleanor  Roosevelt  award  winners  were  Frederick  Charles 
Cuny,  Norman  Dorsen,  Elaine  R.  Dones  and  the  Rev.  Theodore  Edgar  McCarrick. 
Clinton  also  gave  Burmese  human-rights  and  democracy  leader  Aung  San  Suu 
Kyi  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom. 

Copyright  c.  by  The  Associated  Press.  All  rights  reserved. 
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The  Lesson  of  Respect 

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  the  Native  Culture  is  Respect.  Respect 
in  this  culture  includes  many  things:  respect  for  Life,  Self  and  Elders. 

Respect  for  life: 

We  believe  all  life  is  sacred.  All  Life  is  an  expression  of  the  Creator. 

Each  has  its  place  and  purpose.  Each  is  dependent  upon  all  other  life  for  its 
existence.  All  Life  is  part  of  the  Sacred  Circle.  Every  action  effects  all 
other  Life.  Even  when  we  take  the  Life  of  our  animal  brothers  we  thank  the 


Spirit  of  that  animal  for  giving  itself  to  us  for  food. 

Respect  for  Elders: 

In  our  culture.  Elders  are  held  in  reverence.  These  people  have  walked 
Life's  path  ahead  of  us  and  have  wisdom  beyond  ours  because  of  that.  Their 
life  has  earned  this  reverence  we  give  them.  We  honor  them,  and  learn  from 
them.  Elders  are  always  to  be  given  courtesy  and  respect.  Their  words  are 
to  be  listened  to  and  considered  seriously.  One  display  of  respect  is 
silence  in  their  presence..  Listening  to  their  words.  One  does  not  jump 
into  a conversation  among/with  Elders  without  being  invited,  or  addressed. 
One  never  interrupts  an  Elder,  or  contradicts  him/her  publicly. 

(That  does  not  mean  one  must  agree,  nor  does  it  mean  that  one  cannot 
express  an  opposing  view...  only  that  it  must  be  done  in  a respectful 
manner,  not  degrading  the  Elder.)  Elders  are  referred  to  as  Grandfather, 
or  Uncle,  Grandmother,  Aunt.  These  positions  of  respect  and  honor  are 
important  and  to  refer  to  one  as  such  is  a display  of  respect. 

Respect  for  Self: 

It  is  believed  that  one  can  only  have  respect  for  oneself  when  one  respects 
Life  and  Elders.  In  doing  so,  one  is  able  to  respect  oneself.  In  the  ways 
of  life  and  death  the  circle  is  one.  In  learning  these  you  will  have 
balance  and  the  natural  respect  of  yourself.  This  respect  will  be  shown 
to  others,  as  you  carry  yourself  threw  life  and  have  the  privilege  of 
being  an  elder.  Respect  means  no  interruption.  Respect  means  no  accusation. 
Respect  means  no  "mocking,"  especially  of  elders. 

Respect  means  no  lies  between  us. 

Respect  means  no  betrayal  of  confidence. 

Respect  means  no  "ripping  off." 

Respect  means  no  hoarding. 

Respect  means  no  "Lording  it  over"  someone. 

Respect  means  no  ordering  around. 

Respect  means  no  yelling  in  anger. 

Respect  means  no  bad  language. 

Respect  means  no  name  calling. 

Respect  means  controlling  yourself. 

Respect  is  focusing  on  and  dealing  in  "issues"  and  not  "personalisms." 
Respect  is  focusing  on  "what"  is  right,  rather  than  "who"  is  right. 

Respect  is  not  being  a "blame  shifter." 

Respect  is  keeping  the  lines  of  communication  open  with  those  who  have  a 
different  opinion,  and  making  a sincere  attempt  to  let  them  be  heard  and 
understood . 

Respect  means  listening  until  everyone  has  been  heard  and  understood,  only 
then  is  there  a possibility  of  "Balance  and  Harmony,"  the  goal  of  Indian 
spirituality. 

--  Dave  Chief  -- 
Grandfather  of  Red  Dog. 
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NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  For  12/25/00-1/2/01;  Updated 
12/23/00  To  get  a weekly  topic  list  e-mailed  to  you  directly  e-mail 


airos@unl.edu  To  join  our  electronic  talking  circle  call  (800)  99-NATIVE 
Listen  to  AIROS  on-line  right  now!  - Also  available  through  WebTV!  MON  - 
12/25:  Science  & Spirituality: 

Happy  holidays  everyone!  The  staff  and  crew  are  home  with  family  today,  so 
we  present  a previously-recorded  special  encore  presentation.  Science  has 
reached  its  limits  seeking  to  explain  natural  phenomena,  the  unseen  world 
and  other  unlocked  secrets  of  the  universe.  Could  the  key  be  held  within 
the  indigenous  languages  of  the  world?  Guests  include  Leroy  Little  Bear  of 
the  Blackfeet  Nation,  former  director  of  Native  Studies  at  Harvard 
University. 

TUE  - 12/26:  Peace  in  Chiapas: 

Could  peace  be  breaking  out  in  Chiapas,  Mexico?  Newly  elected  Mexican 
President  Vincente  Fox  announced  the  withdrawal  of  federal  troops  out  of 
the  troubled  state.  This  will  be  the  first  time  in  6 years  that  Chiapas 
will  be  free  of  the  military.  And  Zapatista  prisoners  have  been  set  free. 
Is  peace  possible  in  the  land  of  revolution?  And  will  the  needs  of  the 
people  finally  be  met?  Guests  include  Ted  Lewis,  Mexico  Project  Director 
of  Global  Exchange. 

WED  - 12/27:  Book  of  the  Month:  Cold  River  Spirits: 

These  stories  come  from  the  Yukon  River  of  Alaska's  wild  interior.  Author 
Ian  Harper-Haines  joins  us  and  offers  a fascinating  saga  of  her  Athabascan 
ancestors  and  their  transition  from  the  wild  waterways,  which  they  had 
ruled  with  reverence  to  its  many  spirits,  to  the  fast-track  modern 
American  life.  Cold  River  Spirits  is  an  inspirational  story  of  cultural 
assimilation  told  from  an  insider's  perspective. 

THU  - 12/28:  Chief  Big  Foot  Memorial: 

The  Lakota  are  honoring  those  killed  at  the  Wounded  Knee  Massacre.  On  this 
fateful  day  in  1890  over  300  Lakota  men,  women  and  children  of  Chief  Big 
Foot's  band  were  killed  by  the  7th  U.S.  Cavalry.  This  tragic  incident  has 
been  viewed  by  many  historical  scholars  as  the  end  of  the  Indian 
resistance,  but  little  did  the  government  know  that  this  would  become  the 
catalyst  for  the  birth  of  AIM  and  the  symbol  of  the  ongoing  struggle  for 
complete  sovereignty.  Guests  include  Birgil  Kills  Straight  and  Alex  White 
Plume  of  the  Lakota  Nation. 

Check  out  all  of  the  Wellness  Edition  topics  for  December.... 

FRI  - 12/29:  Best  of  The  Wellness  Edition: 

The  votes  are  in  and  are  being  tallied  right  now.  So  which  program  will 
win  for  best  Wellness  Edition  program  for  2000?  Will  it  be  "Teenagers  and 
Sexuality",  "Dental  Care",  "Colonization  and  Its  Impact  on  Wellness."? 

Tune  in  December  29th  and  find  out. 

MON  - 1/1/01:  Tales  of  Wonder  (Part  II): 

Native  American  winter  stories  will  be  told  by  acclaimed  Cherokee/Powhatan 
storyteller  and  linguist  Gregg  Howard.  He  will  share  traditional  Cherokee 
stories  like  Rabbit  and  the  Bear,  about  the  value  of  working  together  for 
the  good  of  all;  Little  Turtle,  a lesson  about  what  happens  when  we  try  to 
be  someone  we're  not;  and  The  Ruby  Necklace,  an  origin  story  of  the  first 
corn.  Do  you  have  a winter  story  you'd  like  to  share  with  our  listening 
audience? 

TUE  - 1/2/01:  Current  Events: 

As  in  previous  years,  we  bring  you  news  and  current  events  from  Indian 
Country.  The  case  of  the  missing  Indian  trust  funds  has  all  burners  on 
high  this  winter.  The  School  of  the  Americas  has  a different  name,  but 
will  this  military  training  center  change  its  practices?  And  the 
reservation-wide  ban  on  alcohol  by  the  Yakama  tribal  council  is  being 
challenged  by  non-natives  who  reside  within  rez  boundaries. 
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MacArthur  Foundation.  Copyright  1995-2000 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Hon.  Don  Edwards,  Gary  Smith,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee, 

Paul  Pureau,  Martha  E Ture,  Robert  Dorman,  John  D Berry,  Uncle  lake, 
lanet  Smith,  Robert  V.  Schmidt,  Chris  Milda,  KOLA  Headquarters, 
Valerie  Scott,  Barbara  Landis,  Debbie  Sanders,  lohnnie  Rustywire 


